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SPEECH. 

Mr. PRESIDE~T: You have just listened to 
e reading of the treaty by which Russia cedes 
the United States all her possessions on the 

)rth American continent in con~icleration of 
',2tlO.000, to be paid by the Gnited States. 
1 the one side is the cession of a ,',.,t country 
th its jurisdiction and it.s resources of all 
ndsj on the other sid" is the purchase· money. 
tch is this transaction on its face. 

boundary of our country the dividing line which 
separates Asia from America. 

Look at the map and see the confignration of 
this extensi,'c region, whose estimated area is 
more than five hundred and seventy I hUIl,,,ud 
square miles. I speak by the authority of our 
own coa,t survey. Including the Sitkan archi­
pelago at the south, it takes a margin of the 
lllain land, fronting on the ocean thirty miles 

I bron(1 and three hundred miles long, to ,[ount 
BOt:KDARIES AND COXFIGrRATION. ~t. Elias, the highest lwak of the continent, 

In enaea\·o.l'111~ to ~~titllate ltS character 11' WliPll it turns with an {·llJOW to tlJt! W(;"c..:t, and 
1 )lh'l to 1"."il1 with wh:lt i< clear and heyond then along Behring ,(raits n",-IIi"rly, when it 
estion. I r,·fn to the 1>'Jundaries fixed hy rnunds to the east along (Ii,' F,-,'I.<'n ocean. 
e trpat)'. (,nmmell"ill" at the parallel of Here are upwards of fonr thousand statute miles 
° 40' north latitude, so famous in ourhistorr, of coast, indented by capaciolls bays and com­
e line ascends Po.nd channel to the moun't- modious harbors wilhout number. emhracing 
ns, which it folloTs on their summits to the. the peninsula of Alaska, one of the most re­
lint of intersection with the 141° west longi- I markahle in the world, fifty miles in hreadth 
de, which line it ascends to the Frozen ocean, 'I and three hundred miles in length; piled with 
., if you please, to the north pole. This is monntains, many volcanic and some ,till smok­
Le eastern boundary, separatin~ this region ing; penetrated by navigable rivers, oneofwhich 
om the British possessions, and it is borrowed is among the iarg,·,t of the world; studded with 
'om the treaty between Russia and Great islands which stand like sentinels on the coast, 
:ritain in 1825, establishing the relations and flanked by that lIarrow Aleutian range 
etween these two Powers on this continent. which, starting from Alaska, stretches far away 
t will be seen that this boundary is old; the to .Japan, 'l' if America were extending a 
est is new. Starting from the Frozen ocean friendly hall,l to Asia. This is the most general 
oe western boundary descends Behring straits, aspect. There are details specially disclosing 
lid way between the two islands of Krusenstern maritime advantages and approaches to the 
nd Ratmanov, to the parallel of ,;~>0 ~O', just sea which properly belong to this preliminary 
>elow where the continents of America and sketch. According to accurate estimates the 
~sia approach each other the nearest; and ell,,,t line, including bays and islands, is 11<>t 
rom this point it proceeds in a course nearly less than eleven thousand two hUl1llrpd and 
outhwest through Behring straits, midway seventy miles. In the Aleutian range, \»',id.,s 
letween the island of :'it. Lawrence and Cape innumerable islets and rocb. there are not \ .. " 
;honkotski, to the meridian of 172° west longi- than fifty,five islands exep,',lin)!; Ihr,," miles in 
.ude, and thence, in a southwesterly direction, length; there are seven "X('(','Jill.~ fort.y wil,'" 
.raversing Behring sea, midway between the with Ounimak, which is the largest, ('xC"'L·ding 
sland of Attou on the east and Coppf'r island seventy-three miles. In our part of Behring 
)n the west. to the meridian of 1 (1::° 'H"t longi- sea there are five considerable islands. the 
;ude, leaving the prolonged group of the Aleu- largest of which is St. Lawrence, being more 
[ian islands in the possessions now transferred than ninety-six miles Icing. Add to all thc.<e 
to the U oited States, and making the western the group south of the peninsula of Alaska, 
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including the Shumaa-ins and the magnificent I he called St. Lawrence from the saint on 
island of Kodiak, and then the Si.tkan group, whose day it was seen. This. island, which i8 
beina- archipelago added to archipelago, and included in the present ceSSIOn, may be con. 
the ~hole together constitutillg the geograph· sidered as the first point in Russian discovery, 
ical complement to the \V e,t IIII],e.;. so that the as it is also the lirst outpost of the North 
northwest of the continent answers archipelago American continent. Continuing northward, 

I h th t and huggino- the Asiatic coast, Behring turned 
for archil'e ago to t e sou eas. back only ,;'hen he thought he had reached the 
D[SCQVERY OF nF~~L\~ AMERICA BY BEHRI~G. UNDER northeastern extremity of Asia, and was satis. 

lXSTRUCTlO:\S FROM PETER TRE GRE.lT. fied that the two l'llntinents were separated 
The title of Russia to all these rosse~sions from each other. II .. did not penetrate further 

is uerived from prior discovery, willch IS the north than 670 30'. 
admitted title by which all Europe~n Powers In his voyao-e Behring was struck by the 
have held in North and South Amenca, unless absence of suell great and high waves, as, in 
we except what England acguired 01 conquest other places, are common to the open sea, and 
frolll France; but here the htle of 1< ra.nce was he observed fir trees swimming in the water, 
derived from prior discovery. Russ."" s~ut althouah they were unknown on the Asiatic 
up in a distant interior and struggling With coast." Relaiillll.; of inhabitants, in harmony 
barbarism, was scarcely know.n . to the. ot.her with these indications, point.ed to "a country 
Pow","s at the time they were hftlllg theIr l1a~s at no great distance toward the east.". His 
in the western bemisphere. At a later day til" work was still in'.ulIlpld". and the navigator 
same powerful genius which made her l<IIolVn before returning home put forth again for this 
as an empire set in motion tbe enterpn8e by discoHr\". but without success. By another 
which these po,.,,,,,i,)II8 were opened to l~er dreary land jonrney he made his way back to 
dominiou. Pell'r tbe Great, himself a ship. ~t. Petersburg in J\larch, 17:;0, after an absence 
builder and a reformer, who had workl'd 1Il of five yoa". Something was accomplished 
the ship·yards of .Engl~nd and Holl:Uld, was for Russian discovery, and his own fame was 
curious to know If ASia ~nd Amenca. were engraved on the !naps of the world. T~e 
separated by the sea~ or .'f they constituted straits throu"h wlllch he sailed now bear hiS 
one undivided body With ddfere';t .names, I!ke I name, as als~ does the expanse of sea which 
Europe an~ .\'i~. To obtalll thiS ll1formahon i he traversed on III., way to the straits. 
he wr?te With IllS own ha,!d the folloWI.I~~ lIl· I The spirit of discovery. continued ~t St. 
strllctlOns. an~ o!'dered hiS .cb,ef admllal to Pl'lersburg. A C"',ack chief nndertakmg to 
see them earned mto executIOn:. • I' conquer the obstinate natives on the northeast . 

.. One or tWI) boat~ with deck~ to be bullt n.t h:un.t~- ern toast, pro}!1 )...;ed also" to discover the pre. 
chatka, or at any otheJ c<"!nVe?lpl t p~aCtli Wlt~ ;-rlhHI~ tpnded country on the Frozen sea," He was 
ill~\~:ry ~~o~~~ ~eh~lhe: ~h:; ;~~~ nOot ~~;:{igu~~u.'3' k-illed by an arrow before his enterprise was 
~itb. America. ~in('e their end was not known; and II completed. Little is known of the resulti' but 
this done. the~ shoh,ldl se'), ihe~he~tthE~r~~~~~~~~ it is stated that the lIav~tor whom he had 
SOlllE~1?O~~:3~n~hi~. llrh~~~ ~~~~t:ti\ke~vi~c s('t ap:ut selected, by name Gwo8d~in 1730 succe,eded 
:~mc men who 8houltt in9uire after the name: and in reaching no "strange coast" between SIXt.y. 

situaqon of It1e C?d'l·,;~ :~~~o~~iih~hi~' ~~~}~~l!~u~d five and sixty-six degrees of north latitude, 
~:t~Cr~f~pn~~c:J~uUrg."-.'l~iill;r·8 Voyuges/romA8iato where he saw llenple, ~)l1t could not s~e!1k with 
America, by Jeffreys. p. 45. them for want of an lIlterpreter. 1hls must 

The Czar died in the. winter of 17~':;; 1;mt the have been the coast of N,?rth An;erica, ~nd 
Empress Catharine, faithful to .the deslrcs of not .far from the gr~llIp of Islands m Behrmg 
her hnsband. did not allow thiS work to be straits, through which the present boundary 
ne~lected. \'itus Behring. a Dane by birth, I<:I"OS, separating the United States from 
and a navi(Tator of some experience, was made Hu:::.;sia, and America from Asia. 
commande~. The place of embarkation was The desire of the ftussian Government. to 
on the other side of the A,iali c ~olltinent. get behind the curtain increa~ed. ~ehrlDg 
Takino- with him officers and .,hlJ,·bllllders the volunteered to undertake the dlscoyenes that 
n;vigator left St. Petersburg I,y lall<1 ".1 h. F,·I,- remained to be. made .. He was created a com. 
ruary 172o, and commenced the prehnunary I modore, and Ius old lieutenants were created 
jour;ey across Siberia, northonl .\,ia, and captains. The Senate, the Admiralty, and the 
the sea of Okhotsk to the coa,t 01" I\allltschat b, Academy of I"I·iences at St. Petershurg all 
which they reached after infinite hardships united in the enterprise. Several academiciao8 
and delays, sometimes with dogs for horses, were appointed to report on the natural history 
and sometimes supporting life by eating leather of the coasts visited, among whom was Stel. 
uags, straps, an~ sh,?es .. More than ~llree le~, the na!uralist, said to be" immortal" from 
years were passe~ III thiS tOilsome .and penlous thiS associatIon. All of these, with a n.um~r. 
journey to the p,ace of embarkation. At last ous body of officers, jonrneyed across Sibena, 
on the 20th of July, 17~~. the party Was able to northern Asia, and the sea of Okhotsk, to 
set sail in a small ,-os;ol, called the Gabriel, Kamtschatka, as Behring had journeyed before. 
and descril?ed ,~s "like. the .packet· boats used Though ordered in 1732, the expeditio'.' wBl 
in the BaltlCk. Steerlllg In a northeasterly not able to leave the western coast untIl 4tb 
direction, Behring passed a large island, which June, 1741, when two well.appointed shipt 
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set sail in company "to discover thl' continent II Such was the first l]i,co\'cry of Ih,"" -~~rth­
of America," One of these, calle,] the 81. western eun"t", amI sIIch are Ihe first I"(''''']''(] 
Paul, was under Commodore Behrillg; the I. glimpses "f the alloriginal inhabit,,"I,. The 
other, called the S1. I'der, was under ('''I,I"ill .'

1 

two lI:trigalors hall different {iHIIIIII·." 1'schi­
Tschirikow, For some time the two ld'ld . rikow, 11"llri\"('ll of his lloats, and tl](T,·/'t)\,I' un­
tngl'ther; but in a violent storm and f,).~ tlH'Y allh· to land, l!nrricil 1H1111(', Adver:-,~ willds 
\\,l~rc i:)(>parated, when each continued th ..... '~ ana ~tUl'mR i11krCI'I'I'11. Ill' :".11Jll,li",l Ilirn~elf 
expedition alone. ',with frl·~h ',\'atl'l' only 1)), lli:.;tillillg dlU 11I"':tr1 

Behring first saw the continl'llt of Xllrth Ii or l)n·.,..,ill~ rain from tilL' ."ail..:. I:llt:1I h,-t 
America on 18th .T lily. 17 -t I, in bl itluh, ,-.,->0 ~~ '. I i on t 1,1' 1,1; h (), tl .l)l'r he 1'1':u'111'11 r'~:'llll 
Looking at it from it llio.,t:IIH'I' .. the l'l!1I1tlry I \\'ith 11i..: ,..,lli!,':'> 1'11!llJI:lllY 'II' l'llt,\ 11"11 

had terrible high lll(llIlItaills tl\at Wl'l"e l'(\\'('\"I'11 ttl ftu'IY·llilll'. nurin~ IIJi, liil!l' I~('hlill~ was 
with snow." Two dar . ..; latt'r hi' alll'il,'rt'll ill a dri\',.'tl, lil';:t' 1~1\':--,,,:,,.,,:. (Ill th!' 1l1I1','tf:lill W;I\'I'S. 
sheltered buy near u. llilillt Wllith hi' 1,;tlll"l ~\ :-;iu:;L· 1('1111 1(:,,1 l':l.~(·d ell' ~('\'('Ilkl'n day:'!, so 
from the saint day on which he ~aw it, (':1)11' tiJ:t! .\lIdrl'\\' Ifll..;>c·ll)I'r,~, the allcie'lll pilot, \,;110 
St. Eli:l~. He was in the 8hadlll\' of ~LII\lIt 11:1tll~I\I)\\,1l Ihl' . ...:I':\, 1'1)1' lift)" Yf':Ir,,,, dl)(~lar(',l that 
St. Elia~. On landing he found dl'''l'rtt,{l huts, hI' Ila(1 ~een ll{)lllill,~ 1 i I.;: L' it in hi, ... lif". Scurvy 
fire-places, hewn \\'(1011. hou~\'h'll,l furniture, C~l.lll\· with its di>ll('artening horrors. The 
an arrow, edge-tools of copper with" store of commouore !Jill1~,I'lf was a sufferer. l!i,~,~il1g 
red salmon," Here also several birds un- broke, Cable, ollaj'pcrl, .\Il(,h'lr" were-lost, 
known in Siberia were noticed by the faithful .\1 h,t the tClIlp",t·lo,,,·,1 V"".,] was castnpnTl 
Steller. anlL1llg which was the blue jay, of a desert i"bllll. Ihell \\'itl,nut a name, ",l",r,· the 
:t peculiar 'I":'cic" now callcd hy his name, commorl"rr, sh,'lIlTc,1 in a ditch and j"IIr·e,,,· 
Stl'(,l'in,~ 1I1lrthwarl1. Behring found himself cl'L'11 with sand as a l'l'(J\I'('li(jl\ llg!lin . ..;t cnlJ, 
cOllstraill,J 1,.\' th,; db ow in the coast to turn 'died 8th December, 1/ I L IIi., 1""ly "ftcr 
westward, and then ill a southerly direction. II his lll'ceas(' was" t-:CTfll'('ll out of the gl'l)]lIlU" 
Hugging the shore, I,i, \.'yage w~s constantly I. and IJUried (III thi" i.,lallrl, which is ('all,·,l by 
arrested by islauJ:3 'I','ithl,ut llumLer, allWl!g lli:-; lI:lllll_', allil constitutes an olllllll-L nf the 
which he zigzagged to Il!Jll Iii . ..: way. ScvC'ral I .\siatic contill('nt. Thus fhl' n1t~'-iall navi· 
times he landed. On one (If these occasions gator, aftt:r tIle t1i.~Tni·\TY Ilf Am('ri{':l. Ilidl in 
he saw lI:1tirt.'s, who wore .. upper garments .... \.."'i:J.. HIL~'>ia, ll)' the n'el'lIt tll~ll\a\'('ati()n, 
of wbale's guts. llt'"cdws of seal·skins, caps d,,..., not e,il I" n'l"ill !tis last resting· place 
of the skins of sea linu" adorned with various 'among her po;;c." inn" 
feathers, especially those of hawks," These I 
"AlDerieau;:;" as tlwr are called were fisher- TITLE OF Rl'S81.L 

men, without bows a;l,1 arrows. They regaled For some time after these exp'·<.lilinns, by 
tbe Russians with "whale'sflesh," but declined which Russia achieved Ihc palm of di·,·,,<\,("I'y, 
:::;iI'lJII::;' drink. One of them, on receiving a I imperial enterpri": I ' :-.lumlJcrcd in 1111,"-' ~t'as. 
tup c,f brandy, "spit it out again as ~1j1'1l as I Theknowledgea1],(!:111Y:li,'11IliJ'I"I\' .. a~'\.'111J1illlled 
Ill.' ta:::led it and cried alond, ;.'1-; if ('IJlnllbjlJiJl.~ am} confirmei), onlyll}'pri\';lk inlli\'ir111:t1:--:., w'ho 
to hi., countrymen how ill he had 1""'1111"',]'" were led there in '1''''.,t or flll';, III 171~, the 
1'11:-: was on one of the Sb ~!!tl~l,:.;ill i -la!Jd -, !ll at' I Aleuti.an islands were <Ii ~C(J\ lTl'll II}' all ad\,.~ll' 
the .-ullthern coast of the rWllllh'l.t "I _\Lh';:t. turer In search of sea otters, III suceC"l\'e 

jL_'all\\llii", the olllL'1' ::1)1i:ary ,~l,i[!. pru('f'(!d· voyages all these islands were yi:--ill·(l for ,"imi­
ing on its way, had si~ljt,,·,l the same coast r,th i lar l'UI'lH'.'C;. Among these \\'a'. Ounalaska, 
July, 1741',in the latiturlc of ~,:0, .\lll'l",rill~ ,I th,e l'!'illcil'al o!'the pl'UUj: of Fox i.LI",b, con­
at some distance from the steep and rocky II Stltutll1g a c' Inllllll"ll,'1l 01 the Aleutran danJs, 
cliffs before him, Tschirikow sent his mate with whose inhabitants and jH')j,lncliull, were mi· 
the long boat and ten of bis best men, provided I nutely described. In 1,1;,~ l'l'i\'al" (·nterj ,rise 
with small-arms and a brass cannon, to inquire '1 was superserled by an cXI,,·dilioll ordered by 
into the nature of the country and to obtain I the Empress Catharine, \I' hioh, leaving Kamls, 
fresh water. The long boat disappeared in a chalka, explored this whol" archipelago and th 
small wooded bay, and was never seen again, peninsulaofAlaska,whichtotheislan(lcrsstood 
Thinking it might have been damaged in land- for the wbole conlinent. Shortly afterwards 
ing the captain sent his boatswain with the all these rliscu\'erics, beginning with those of 
small boat and carpenters well armed to fur- Behl'iug and Tschirikow, were vprilied by the 
nish necessary assistance. The small boat dis- ~reat English navigator, ("lJ,lain Cook, In 
appeared also, and was never seen again, At' l,iK he sailed along the nurlhwl'.'I<'l'1l coast., 
the same time great smoke was observed con- ! "near where Tschirikow anchored in 1711;" 
tinually ascending from the shore, Shortly then again in sight of mountains" wholly cov­
afterwards two boats filled with natives sallied ered with snow from the highest summit down 
forth and lay at some distance from tbe vessel, to the sea-coast," "with the summit of an ele­
when, crying "Agai, Aged," they put back to vated mountain above the horizon," which he 
the shore, Sorrowfully the Russian navigator supposed to be the Mount St. Elias of Behr­
turned away, not knowing the fate of his com- ing; then by the very anchorage of Behring; 
rades and unable to help them, This was not then among the islandsthl'ough which Behring 
far from Sitka. zigzagged, and along the coast by the island 
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of St. LawrAnce nntil arrested by ice. If any II 

doubt existed with regard to {{nssian disciw· 
cries it waR removed by the authent.ic report of I' 

thi8 navigator, WllO shed such a flood of light 
upon the geography of this region. 

far as the Frozen ocean. There remains the 
enterprise of LUtke, at the time captain, and 
aft.erward admiral in the Russian navy, which 
was a voyagc round the world, emhracingespe. 
cially the Russian possessions, commenced in 
1826, and describEd in French wil h instructive 
fullness. With him sailed the German natn, 
raliBt Kittlitz, who has done so much to ilIuB 
trate the natural history of this region. 

Such from the beginning is the title of Rus· 
sia, dating at least from 1741. The coast of 
British Columbia, next below, was discovered 
by Vancouver in 1"'0, and that of Oregon, still 
further down, by Gray, who, sailingfrom Bo,tnn I 
in 17~:". entE'red the Columhia river in 1 i!'O; I A FRENCII .-\SPIR.\TI()~ ON THIS COAST. 

so that tIll' title of Hussia is thc earli",t on the I So little was the Hussian title rccognized for 
northwestern coast. I have not stopped to some time, that when the unfortunate expedi, 
quota volume and pagr·, but I heg to be uuder· tion of La Perouse, with tbe frigates Boussole 
stood as following "l'l'l'I,,,,·,1 authorities, and I and Astrolabe, stoppcd on this coast in ];'i. 
refer especially to the Hn"ian work of MUller, he did not hesitate to consider tbe friendly 
already cited, on the )'''.'111:11.8/(0111 .Ida to harbor, in latitude 58° 30', where he was 
.America; the volume of t'(\Xl~ (fl1 J/lIssioll I )i.'~- moore.d. as G,pell to perm,anent occupation. 
cOI'cries with its suppl.'"IO'nt on the ('''lIIj'''''''' : Descnbmg thIS harbor, whIch. he named Port 
:,"e new of R".sian Disco"er;('s: the ""IulJlc ! drs FI'{IIICrtM, as sheltered belnnd>: hreakwater 
,., Sir John Barrow, on Arctic j""laqes; Dur· II of rocks, WIth a calm sea and WIth a mouth 
I, .. ,,' s Russian and lI'orthe{fster" l'oyagts; and I suflieiently large, he . says that, nature seemed 
t!,'~ third voyage of Captain Cook, unhappily' to have created at tIllS extremIty of the world 
"llerrupted hy his tragical death from the natives Ii a port like that. of Toulon but va,ter in plan 
of the Sandwich islamls, but not until after I: :<nd accommodatlO~; and then consideringtbat 
his exploration of tbis coast. It had n"ver been dIscovered hefore, thatitwaB 

There were at least fonr other Russian exI'e'j .,itnak,) thirty·three leagues northwest of Rem· 
ditions by which this title was confirmer), if it ,·,lin;, the limit of Spanish navigation, ahout 
needed any confirmation, , Th!,firs:,~asordered I' h;'" hnndro',l and eighty·four leagues f:om 
by the Empress Catharme m 1,~,1. It was :\.'.",tk" and a hundred leagues from PrInce 
uudcr the command of Commodore Dilling." \\ JilialJl sound, the mariner records his jndg· 
an Englishman in the sen-icc of ltn"i", all,1 men I. th:lt, "if the French Government had 
was narrated from tbe original papers by '!ar· I any project of a factory on this coast no nation 
till Sauer, secretary of the expedition, III the I "'''11101 b,,,'" tlH' slightest right to oppose it." 
instructions from the Admirnlty at Sf. p, (,or.~- I La 1"'1'.0""', ,'''yae·'>, Tom. ~, p. 147.) Thns 
b.'.lrg t.he (\!I11I11I)(\nrp was direc.ted to t:ll\f'1 (jllH-:lly W:l~ H\]~~ia di~ .. d(lrl~f'(l. The frigates 
pn-"-":I.<,:<.:iOll of "such coa~ts and i~]nnds as he :-;aile'll fnrthf>r on their voyao-e and never reo 
s11:111 first di:;coy('l', wllf'flil'f inhabited or not, I tnrntd to France. Their fate was unknown 
t,bat cannot be 'li'l'lIte'~, :lml are not ye·t sub- ulltil :lner frui~less .search and thc lapse o. 
Ject tn "ny Enrnl,r'all I o\\"er, \\"llh consent of generatIon theIr shIpwrecked hulls were acC!' 
the inhal,itanl', if :IllY," nn'] thi, was tn be dentally fonnd on a desert island of the south­
accomplished I)"' setting Ill' "l,n~h marked ern Pacific. The IInfinished journal of La 
with the arms ni' Rnssia, with \'·tl,·r< indicat.· Perouse recording hi~ visit to this coast had 
ing the time of ",nr, i.cl1ty, a ,ho:t ~eeount of heen ,sen~ overland, by way of Kamtschatka 
the I~e()ple, th(:I,1' v(I\l1nta1'!" Snl)ml.sslOn to the all(l SIherla, to Frall('('. ,dH're it was published 
Rns~,"n soyen'l"nty: and tll~t thIS Ivas d~ne by a. decree of the :\atinllal Assembly, thos 
uuder the gl()fwlls n'l.~n (d the .:!I'f:'at CatharnH' makIng known hls supposed discovery and his 
the Srcontl," (Bil!J!l.~.,,·:-; XnrthlTIl n'l-:~ia, aspiration. 
AppC'ndix.) The next was in }, ... ·():1, ill the: 
11ltr'l'I-'.;:t of the I~\l,,~ian American ('lllJ1jl;'!ll\'. 

Th('f(~ were two ships, one nnder the (,fl jYJ 111:11; 11 
of Captain Lisiansky, alld the other "f ("'1,lei" 
hrn."Pllo;;;tprn, of the Hus~ian nilYy. It W;l"': tIl(' I 
first voyage roulld the '''''1'1,1 by the Hu,.,ian 
Cll\'!'rtlment. and bc:tf'{l three VI'ar..:, nlll'inrr 
its pr()'.!T(!~-; tlu.:'sc' 8hips yj:-;itpd' :-\cparab,ly th~ 
norl h \\'(·<;:t coa.st of ~\m~·ri~a. nnd ('::or)e~ially. 
Sitka :lll,1 the Island "f I""llak. t-itill another 
entt'l'pri~e nrgani7.!?d 1),\' tItl' celr:llrat('rl minister 
Cnnn,t 1.1()m:lT~z()tf, :-tIlrl at his eXp('llS~, left 
RUSSIa III 1'1", under the command of Lieu­
tenaut Kotzebue, an oflieer of the {{ussian 
navy, and son of the (;prll1on dramatist whose 
al!sa"sination darkened tIlf' return of the son I 
from his long voyag.,. j t is enough for the 
present to say of this expedition that it has 
llft its honorable traces on the coast even as 

EARLY SPANISH CLAIM. 

Spain aho has heen a claimant. In lii·j 
Bodega, .a. Spanish navigator, seeking new 
opportlll1!tlCs tOl~ant thc .Spanish flag, reached 
the parallel of "t; on thIS coast not far from 
Sitka; bnt this supposed disco~err was not 
followed by any immediate assertion of domin-
1011. Tbe U1:iversal aspiration of Spain had 
embraced tIllS whole region even at an early 
day, and shortl:y after the return of Bodega 
another e;rterprlse was crjllil'prd to verify the 
l~rger ,c1mm, ~eing nothing less than the ori, 
gmal tItle as dIscoverer of the straits hetween 
Am~rica and Asia and of the conterminous 
con.tment .under the name of Anian. This 
c:rrlOus eplsode is not out of place in this brief 
hlstory. It has two branches: one coneel'Ding 
early maps on which straits are I'cpresented 
between America and Asia under the name of 
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Anian; the other concerning a pretended the inquiry, why dews It,,,,ia part with posses· 
attempt by a Spanish navigator at an early day sions thus "S'lll'i:t\o>,l with the n'i.~11 of her 
to find these straits. greatest ellll'l'l'llr :t,,,1 lillill~ an iml'"rlant chal" 

There can be no donbt that early maps exist tel' of geo"r:".!,i"al hi,t"r}, '/ On this h"ad I 
with northwestern straits marked Anian. Thcre have no inl,'rlJl:tti"ll whi"h i., not "l"'n to others. 
are two in the Congressional Library in atlases But I do not I""r",·t that the lirst Napoleon in 
of the years 1717 and 1680; but these are of partin>.!: with LnlJi,iaJla \\,:1' ('ontrolled by three 
a date comparatively modern. Engel, in his "'veral con.iuemliuu,: first, he nceded the 
,lltmoires Geographiques, mentions several purchas~·money for his tn':"Jlry: scconuly, he 
earlier, which he believes to be genuine. There was unwilling to leave t1,is ,li;t:l1l1 "nguarded 
is one purporting to be by Zaltieri, anu bearing territory a prey to Great Britain in the event 
date .16G6, an authentic pen·aod·ink copy of of hostilities which seemed at hand; and tbirdlv, 
which is now before me from the collection of he was glad, accordini; to his'lOlVll remarkab'le 
our own Coa,-( Sllrl·CV. On this very interest· l:wgnage," to establish forever the power of' 
ing map, whicb is witbout latitude or longi· tbe United States and give to Englrrnu a mario 
tude, the western coast of the continent is I time ri,'al destineu to humble her pride." Such 
delineated with straits separntincc it from A<" , is the record of history. Perhal" a similar 
not unlike Behring straits ill ,)utlinC'. a1ld \I i, h record may be made here:l.fter wlth regard to 
the name in Italian St,.etl" ,Ii .1,1.".1. S,)llth· r the present cession. It is sometimes imagineu 
ward the coast has a certain e,)nj',)rmil), wilh that Russia, with all her great empire, is finan· 
what is now known to l'xist. Il,lo\\' till' ~Ir:li:, cia\1y poor, so that these few millions may 
is an indentation curfl';I",wlincct" l:ri.I,,1 hay; II not he unimportant to her. It is by foreign 
then a peninsula s,)mc\\'hat I'ro",l"r than that loans that her railroads bave been built and 
of Alaska; then comes the elbow "I' th,· C'",,·I : ' her wars have been aided. All, too, must 
then lower down three islands, not unlike 8,'e that in those" coming events," which now 
Sitka, Qneen Charlotte, and Vancouver; and more than ever" east their shadows before," 
then, further south, is the peninsula of Lower it will be for her advantage not to hold out· 
California. Sometimes the story of Anian is lying possessions from which thus far she has 
explained by the voyage of the Portuguese obtained no income commensurate with tbe 
navigator Caspar de Cortereal in 1500-1505, possible expense for their protection. Perhaps, 
when, on reacbing Hudson bay in quest of a like a wrestler, she now strips for the con· 
passage round America, he imagined that he test, which I trust sincerely may he averted. 
had found it, and proceeded to name his dis· Besides I cannot doubt that her enlightened 
covery "in honor of t,,;o brothers who accom· emperor, whu has given pledges to civilization 
panied him." '.'ery soon maps began to rc· by an un""·I,a.,,",l act of Emancipalion, woulel 
cord the straits of Anian; but this does not join the firbt :; :1l'oleon in a uesirc to enbance 
explain the substantial conformity of tbe early the maritin'" 1")\\,,r of the U niteu Slates. 
delineation with th~ reality, wbich seems truly These general consiuerations are rc,:nforced 
remarkable. when we call to mind the little influence which 

The other branch of inquiry is more easily Itussia has thns far been able to C'xl'fci;c in this 
disposed of. This turns on a Spanish docu· region. Though possessing dominion over it for 
ment entitled" Itelation of the Discovery 01 more than a century this gigantic 1'<)1I'<'r has 
the Strait of Anian, made by me Captain not been more genial or pru'l\lcti\~" there than 
Lorenzo Ferren Maldonado," purporting to the soil itself. lIer government there is little 
be written at the time, although it did not see more than a name or a shauow. It is not even 
the light till 17S1, when it was published in a skeleton. It is hardly visible. Its only rep· 
Spain, and shortly afterward became the sub· rcsenative is a fur company, to which has been 
ject of a memoir before the French Acauemy. auueu latterly an ice company. '1'1", i:lJlllense 
If this early account of a northwest passage country is without form and witl,<)tlt. light; 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific were authen· witbout activity anu without I,r"~l'l'" Distant 
tic the whole question would be settled, Dut from the imperial capital, :1lJ,l "'I,ar"I,·d from 
recent geographers indignantly discaru it as the huge bulk of J:ussi:m .',al,ir.· il ,1"", not 
a barefaced imposture. Clearly Spain once share the vitality of a common (',)1]!" ry. !to lil" 
i'egarded it otherwise; for her Government in is solitary and feeble. Its sell l"IJl<'IJI,. are only 
17S9 sent Ollt an expeuition .. to discover the encampments or lodges. Its lislJl'ri,~'s are only 
strait by wbich Maldonado was supposed to a petty perquisite, belonging to local or per· 
have passeu in 1588 from the coast of Labra· sonal auventurers rather than to the commerce 
dol' to the Great Ocean." The expeuition of nations. 
was not successful, and nothing more has been In these statements I follow the record. So 
heard of ~ny claim from this pretendeu (lisco.v, little were these possessions reg:lfll"l dlJring 
erX. The story of lIIaldona?o has taken ltS tbe last century that they weI''' SC'a,,',I,\' r"cog' 
place in the same category With that of Mun· nized as a component part of til(' ""I,in'. I 
chausen. have now before me an allllll'lJlic lllap, pub· 

REASONS FOR THIS CESSION BY RUSSIA. lished by the Acauemy of Sciences at st. Pe· 
Turning from this question of title, which tersburg in 1770, and reproduced at London 

time and testimony have already settled, I meet in 1787, entitled" General IIfap of the Uussian 
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Empire," where you will look iu vain for Rus­
sian America, unless we except that link of 
the Aleutian chain nearest to Asia, which 
appears to have been incorporated under the 
Empress Anna at the same time with Siberia_ 
(See Coxe's Uussian Discoveries_) Alexander 
Humboldt, whose insight into geography was 
unerring, in his great work on New Spain, 
puhlished in 1811, after stating that he is able 
from official documeuts to give the position of 
the llussian factories on the American conti­
nent, says that they are "nothing but sheds 
and cabins employed as magazines of furs_" 
He remarks further that" the larger part of 
these small Russian colonies do not communi­
cate with each other except by sea," and then, 
putting us on our guard not to expect too much 
from a name, he proceeds to say that" the new 
denomination of Russian .. .JIJICtlc((' or ElI.~:::.ian 
possessions on the new continent must not 
make us think that the coasts of Behring's 
Basin, the peninsula of Alaska, or the country 
of Tchuktchi have become Russian pJ'ocilices 
in the sense ~iven to this word, wheu we speak 
of the Spanish l,rovinccs of Sonora or New 
Biscay." (HuiillJUldt, L's.,"ui l'uliljfjllc sur La 
lYoucellc ESPGUII.', TuUl. I, I'p. 344, :~4.";.) Here 
is a distinction between the foothold of Spain 
in California auu the foothold of !lussia in 
North America, which will at least illustrate 
the slenuer power of the latter in this region_ 

In ceding possessiolls so little within the 
sphere of her empire, em bracing more than I 
one hundreu nations or tribes, Itusoia gives up 
no part of herself, and even if she JiJ the con­
siderable price paid, the alarm of war which 
begins to fill our ears, and the "·,,liments of 
friendship declared for the Unitcu ;)tates ,;ould 
explain the transaction. 

THE ~EGOTIA.TIO:S. l!>r ITS ORIGI~ .\;11) ('(BIPLJ:TJO:-;. 

I am not able to say when the idea of this 
cession first took shape_ I have heard that 
it was as long ago as the administration of 
Mr. Poll~. It is within Illy kno\· .. lc,l~e that 
the RUSSIan Governmcut was sonnu"d on the 
subject during the administration of Mr. Bu­
chanan. This was done throu~h )lr. G win, nt 
the time Senator of California, an,1 ~[r. ,\ 1'1'1,,­
ton, Assistant Secretary of State. For this pur­
pose the fornll'r had more than one interview 
with the RUbSian minister at Washington some 
time in DeccrulJcr, 18.j~1, in which, while profess­
ing to speak for the President unofficially, he 
represented ,. that Russia was too far off to 
make the most of these possessions; and that, 
as -we are near, we can derive more from 
them." In rel'ly to an inquiry of the Russian 
minister Mr. (;win said that ,. the rnilecl 
States coulJ go as high as 80,000,000 for the 
purchase," on which the former mucle no com­
ment. Mr. Apt)leton, on another occasion, said 
to the minister that" th" Presi<1cnt thonrrht 
that the acquisition would be very profitable" to 
the States on the Pacific; that he was ready to 
follow it up, bnt wished to know in advance if 

Rnssia was ready to cede; that if she were, he 
would confer with his Cabinet and influential 
members of Congress_" All this was unoffi. 
cial; but it was promptly communicated to the 
Russian Government, who seem to have taken 
it into careful consiJeration_ Prince Gortseha. 
kow, in a dispatch which reached here early in 
the summer of 1800, said that" the offer wa, 
not what might have been expected; but that 
it merited mature reflection; that the Ministet· 
of Finance was about to inquire into the con· 
dition of these possessions, after which Russia 
would be in a conditioh to treat_" The prince 
added for himself that" he WlI'S by no means 
satisfied personally that it would be for the 
interest of nnssia politically to alienate these 
possessions; that the only consideration which 
conld make the scales incline that way would 
be the prospect of great financial advantages; 
but that the sum of $5,000,000 does not seem 
in any way to represent the real value of these 
possessions," and he concluded by asking the 
minister to tell JILl'. Appleton and Senator 
Gwin that the snm offered was not considered 
"an equitable equivalent." The subject was 
suhmerged by the presidential election which 
was approaching, and then by the Rebellion. 
It will be observed that this attempt was at 
a time when politicians who believed in the 
perpetuity of slavery still had power. Mr. 
Duchanan was President, and he employed as 
his intermediary a known sympathizer with 
slavery, who shortly afterward became a rebel. 
Hau Ilussia been willing, it is doubtful if this 
controlling interest would have sanctioned any 
acquisition too far north for slavery_ 

illeanwhile the Itebellion was brought to an 
end, and IH~al'\_·rlll enterpl ise \,\;L·; renewed, 
which 011 the l'acific coast Wa" directed to· 
ward the Russian pOSSt;,· i,.".·. lJur people 
there wishing new faciliti,," to "IJI"iil li,h, fur, 
and icl', ~uugllL the int"n'u,' ;\..1;1 uf the na­
tional CU\"lTlllll(ont. The LI: ... :.i L,I.llrl' of \rash· 
ingtoll Territory, in th" wi,ttr,;· of jJ-i(jo, adopted 
a memorial to the l'Il·.,i<1,·lIt of the United 
States, entitled" in ref'crellce to the cod and 
other fisheries," as 1'01101·'·3: 

To his Excellency ANDREW .JOJINRON, 
Frc~id(:Il' of the United State8: 

lnur lllcmnl iali~l:-:, the Lc;:.d.3lativc A~sembly of 
,,~~~ ·llin~t. 'n Ten i hry. beg lea-va to Ehow that abun· 
d~lle.e (of Cl)llli-'h, h1!illl1t, anu .<:;::l1m')H of excellent 
fJ.nahty ha '"I..' ,hCl'll fnund :ll()n~ tbe ::;horcs oftheRus­
SUln VU:-'S('"~:-'lf)JJ.", luur lll'~i.llo)ri:lli;-ilS respectfully 
l'l:9 u.t :- t yuur ExC'r>lknf~Y to ul;t:Iin ~;J.ch ri~hts and 
IlrInlcg-es of tll(' (tovcrnmr>nt of n.1l",~i:t a~ will eD­
al,)!~ our fish~llg YC':::::'cIs to Yi~it the Dorts and harbors 
o! ',t:; pOESC."'~iUUS to j he enu that fuel, water, and pro­
Y~~II11'S ll1:1Y be e:l5ily obtaiuf.:'d, that our sick and 
Il_l:",a 1:!]("'d h>hcnnrn ~n~y obt:1in sanitary assistan~e. 
tll,':;l'th('r With the I'l'lnl('~c ofcurinO' fish and reprur-
11l~ \'l:.~:'f'ls in IH:('J of repair3. Y~ur memorialists 
!Hrthl'l' rf'fJllr·:t 1 hat the Treasury Department bit 
1ll~!nwt('(l tu tl)l:w:ml to the collector of customs of 
tlll~ I'll,gel f'!lLtIHI 11i"tri(~t such fishing licenses, ab­
_"II :ld )llil1'n(lI.". allil IO'.:--books as will enable. our 
h,ll'IhlJ- hCl'lllCll til ubbill the bounti~g llOWPl'OVlded 

! !I,lld l'~lid to the fishrnll'lll in the Atlantic States, 
I 1. Uti\, JUcml)rial,ists finally Dray yunr ExcellencY,to 

I (-lllld'IY ~'uch, ShillS as !uay be sIJ:.l!'C'rl from the Pn.c)fic 
1 • .1val l1eet ln cxplonll~ :Eld ::ufycying the fisblDg 
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banks known to navigator~ to exist alullft,tho Padfic I-I was not authorized to act, and tl1~~ -l:dt(~r) after 
co~t from the Cortes bank til. H.t'hril1~ ~t!'ail~. :Illll, cUIlf'l'rClll'L' with the Department of' ~tatp. was 
as lD duty bound your mCUlonali:,ts will c'Vr[ pr:.l.Y· I intillC'cd to address :Mr. ClaY, willi.!,,\' of the 

IJ6n.sse~ the House of rV\v.~{l!li.fI\,~Y'I~i~:I'l\~;·\? 10, I' Ullitt,(l :--;Iatt',,, at ~t. 1\'\"J';-:()llT'g, wh" Jail} the 
• SpeakerJ/,-,(;~"~r/ 1/';!r"l(.llr(I(:':~" I' fll'J1iil'atillll lH·j"llrl' till' Itll,:~iall (:'l\(Tllllll'llt. 

PllSsed the Council Janl1:10· 1 ~.l"':';I;. [I'rhi." wa:-; all illll'(lrt:lllt :--:tql. ~\ \1'III'r I'rl11l1 
IL\llYI'~Y 1\,11[,\1'" " ~!r. ('lay, ,hi,',] at :-;1. 1't'1\'l'."],""~ as lat .. as 

l'r,'~'i"lIll "f (/;" ("oIlll"iI. 1:.:1 1\ In:Han'. ]S('17, JIlai{l'S till' J'1,lf'II', ill" r~ve. 
This memorial on its presentation to th .. I' bti",,: . ,0 

President in Febrll:ny. 1866, was referred to II "Thl' eu" ;,111 (:,)\",TIITnI'Ttt 11:1'" alrr:ll:\" I', ,h·d alVay 
the Secretary of State, 11Y whom it was com-II its I i';ht~ ill l: 11",i:11I .\I~\''l'i'':l t"I' a tnlll ',,1' ~ ,':11"', :111;1 
lDunic?-ted to ~Ir. de St(lcel~l, the l~LL:-;:--iall millis- ~~:~H~\ ;~"~\~ ,'~ Ill:~:'!l~',\\\l 1':"ll;,l1t,\\\\~·,},\:~~ :~j, II,li,,";'/,~:~I~ ~~~I~ 
tcr. wIth remarks on the Import:mce of some I l,ir,'..; in JIlIlI·I,,·.\I. :11101 tIl<' 1>11.'I,j'I,1 ,,1 ilj('l~u:';-I)­
carly and comprehensive arrangement 1Idwl'l,tl ';\lll(,tic:ln (''''Tll',l~l,\" (1·11..; TllI' thll( tlll'Y 11:1\'(,1J('('1l in 

th~l' t.n·,o Pll.'.\ l::r:-3 in o~'der to pre\'ent ~he g~'ow~h II ~1;.I;~:~I"·'~:':III't!,';\\I;':.I~,\: ~:,\l,\\: :\Il:~:~~::~:' 1\ ~'.!/ j " >11\/::I,l.I(~'L~'~)I\I~~~ 
ot (ht1Ll'U1l1":-;, espeCIally from the fi::;henes In , III' thirty.) ,·,'1 .... I uIlllll' J'("'!'I\ I.' n amwcr 
that re"""iun, I he (':lllll"t l'ld\"r illt" 1i<": .. t\..I/~"II' 11, I')' your 

Sh0111\-at"t"r\\-,u',1",:;ulllthl'l'influeneewa:-;felt.1 (,;dlfd~-lli.a 1"lInp:lll,V. "'I~"ql\,IlI"'1 1-' if ill'can 
- 1 '" I ;:('1 \lIt With the Ilu,I.·'1I1 Lay t "lIlli,III;, r,tll rll) so, 

~Ir. Cul;.:_ \\'lt~ l~;~tlll::"'n rl'~l'lIt}y electeclto tlll_' I \\!t"ll h" l',I~1 Ill,I! .. ,., ~'>1I11',,:!rr,11l:~ll:I' lii-, \i'lth the 
S(.'natc tl\):lll,lllll'!'n:·'. actlll~ln behalfofcer- LU.-ll-.\LI"II'.':l1l (,JlIl!';IUY. 

taill p(\r;;:'ln~ in that ~tak. c'('1ugilt to (ll)t:1ill from II Some tiltll' had 1,1:tp:,;(,d sillt.:e the ori~inal 
the ltu:-." .. iall (;\I\·L'nlllll.·nt a 1i''l'II:-." I,' ui" f'r:tlll·hise: 1 

attl'llI}lt of )11', (;\\'ill~ a1:",I) a. Senator from 
to gatll'_'l' fl:r ... ill :11 (IrtilJll 1'[' it· _\u'.'l'il·:tll t>n.~4 Calir"rllia~ :-1I1,1 it is probable that the nu,~.::>inn 
E\\'l~illn:..:. Till' I..·ll;lrt'~r()f tIlL\ itll-:,; 11_\.11l(·ril..'<Lll GU\·\.'1'IlIllt..:nt h:1J olJtained information which 
Clltnll~lllywas about to c,:'q,ir," TI:i·' l'lllllj'allY cllal)kd it to see its way more clearly, It will 
had "Irl'ad\' underlet to til" II",I,,," I;a\, Cum- i be rctll>cmi)crecl that Prince Gortschakow had 
pany all its franchise on the main lund i;.,·tWl'"ll' promised an inquiry, and it is known that in 
54° 40' and ~Iount St. Elias: and now it was 18G1 Captain Lieutenant Golowin, of the Ilus· 
proposed that an American company, holding sian nary, made a detailed report on these 
direct from the Russian GoYernrnent, should be J1""c·""i"ns. :-11'. ('"Ie had the ~,h"nt"g" of 
substituted for the lutter. The mibhty lluuoon bi, J,rc']"l','ssor. There is reason to iJl'iil'l'c. 
Day Company, with its headquarters in Lon· also, tlwt the ariministrati'Jn of the fur com-
don, was to give way to an American Company pany hael not l,,'en entirely sati'!':1',I' so that 
with its headquarters in California. :\ IIInl'g there were well-foundeel hesita(i,,'h \\ 1'<',~aJ'll 
the letters on this subject a,l:lre"c'} to :-Ir, to til" rl'D"",al of its franchise. )I"::Jmiliic, in 
Cole and now before me is one dated at San <Jl't"/)l'r, 18';1;, Jlr. de Stoecld, who had long 
Francisco, April 10, 18G6, iu which this scheme ]""D t h" l~\l,' -ia" minister at Washington, and 
is developeu as follows: I' ,,;,j, ,,v",,,J ill a I,i,~h ,kgree the confidence of our 

.. There is at thepresenttime agoodchancetoorgan- 'I (. I 1\'I'rIll1l( 'n t, ~'\'.t 1\ rll~:"l homB on. a leave of 
izeafurtraJingcom~aDytotrad.chet.wccnth~Ullii' ,1 all ..• !l('I', l,rllllll.'lll~ Ill:-i iJC'st ('XJ'rtlC)I1S to pro-
~!\th~ ~h~ri~~ t~~r~~:l~ ~~;~~~dOt~S n~e.t\irueJ~~~·B~:~! !I m.ot.ego()(l rl'latiu,lI,o) 1;l'l~VL'('(} till': twu l·()~1.lltI:i.e3. 
Company has expired this ~oulu be ~lle o!'JJUrtuue ,\ lltle h(: \\~~l."':. at :-.:.t. 1 l'lc'l'.·hllrg th~! fll'phl::tllUn:::l 
mornenttostartin." '': :,: :;: :,: "lshould from the T. lllt!,,1States were lIuder CIJll:'lllll'ra­
think t~nt hy fL little m:1.na~ement this charter could tion· but the Russian Government waS tlisin· 
~eeh?e~~a~~r~l~r~~ ~~illr~hsel;~r~~:~~n'~i¥n~~o~oo~~= clit.l~d (I) any minor :ll~r:l1l.~I:llj(·ld of. the ~har.' 
nc.w the charter 0f.the lIuJson Day (;ornp.LJIY. 3!l,1 I acter l'~(JllO).~e(1. ()].\ [()II·ly somethlllg lIke a 
~~~~;~;:~~~~':;Jl;eii?~b~r~~c~~naC~i~h~\;I:lll,(,';I~~~~~ crisi,s W;li /~t llan~ '~ith regaru to these pos· 
the Russian Government five percent. Oil till! grnSd :-;J','--ll1l1:-i. lhe eXlstIn~ government was not 
proceeJsoftl~eirt~·an.s:',ctions.~~<l abo uiJ ill ~l\'iliz- Ii ad('iluat,.,. The franchIses g~anted there were 
Ing an<l.3Illcl~or~tmg.the.condlt!OD of the flJ l ll'IlH,hy :lIllI/It to terminate. SOlllethll1(J' must be done. 
G~~!~~~:n~lsF~~~h~l'~fti~f~t~~~fiim~~~;t~r~:hl~ A,-;' ~[r. d(~ ~toeckl was kayiug bin Februarl to 
above we ask a charter for the term of twenty·five return to hIS post the A rl'bel,,];" COllstantme, 
ih:rRl~~t't~rGno~~~~r!~~tfi~d~~heel~~~~'1~; ~~~~~~~ the broth~r and chief a(h'isl:r of ,the e~~~ror, 
ing. The charter to invest us with the right of trad- handed 111m a ~ap Wlth thc h,nes III u~lr Ilcaty 
ing in all the country between the Briti·1l _\.llll·~ican marked upon It, and told hun be 11llght treat 
line and the Ru~si:t!l archipelago," '" ;(: '" * fortllis cession. The ministcrarrivcd in 'Vash· 
•• Hemember, we Wish for the ;:lame ch:ntcl' as was . I . 'I I A .. 
formerly gra.nted to the Hudson Ihy C'Hill,aIIY, and mgton ear y In :' arc 1. • negotIatIOn :vas 
we offl:r in return more than they diu." opened at once With our (fO\'l'l'lllJll'llt. FInal 

Another correspondent of I1Ir. Cul", under iustructions were received by tit" Atlantic cahle 
date of San Francisco 17th September 1866 from 8t. Petersburg on the 20th March, and at 
wrote as follows: ,. " four o'clock 011 the morning of the ~lJth March 

.. I have talked with a man who has been on the this important Treaty waR signed by Mr. Sewaru 
coast and in the traue for ten years past. ,,,01 "" ,aY- 011 the i,arl ui' the t:nited States and uy Mr. de 
it is much more valuable than I have SUPlJ(),-",d, :Iud St()(:ckl on the P,II't of I tll:-:,,-ia. 
I think it very important to obtain it if !,o"jl,le." Few treaties have been conceivcu, initiated, 

The Russian minister at Washington, whom prosecuted, and completed in so simple a 
Mr. Cole saw repeatedly upon this subject, mallner without protocols or dispatches. The 
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whole ne~otiation will be seen in its result, 
unless w; accept two brief notes, whic? con­
stitute all that passed betweeu the nego.tmtors. 
These haye an interest general and speClal, and 
I conclude the history of this transaction by 
reading them: 

DF.PART~IES1' OF ST.\TF., 
WASHINGTON, JII/r'-" :!:;. V'5!i7. 

SIR: 'fith reference t.) the propn'5cd, convent!on 
betwel'lI our rl·.~'H·,·ti\'t· tj()n:rnmcnts tor u. Cl'S~lOn 
by llll~:-i,\ of Ill'r ,\Illl'ri,'an tcrri.tory to the Ulllted 
~t:lt(.:,. I lW\'I' tllf' h'>!llOr tn tll''IU:I.lllt you ~hat I ~nst 
in:..;i~t UP'lll tlt:l! I'bu;e in I.be :'Ixth nrtIcle {It t.he 
draft whil'h Ib'I'l<ln'~ the (·.l, . ..;~qnn t? ~)e free a,n l lll!1l11-
cumftervd lly :my r('~I'n :ltlun:-, pfl'-!Il'g-I·~. fr:\llt'IIl~l':5, 
grant~. or P().~ .. \'.~:-i',ns r:y any a.~:-!)Cl:ltl'I~_~"IIllP:!ll,II':": 
whether ('llr]Hlr:tt{' ur lIWorJ)(ll:ate, l"U:-:-l!1l1. or .ln~ 
other, &(' .. nwl 1Iln"t r('~arrl.. It as an nltW!lltUIIl. 
\Vith thl' Prt'c;idl'nt',c; :lppruval, Iwwcvl'T. I wIll adJ. 
8200001) til tlw l'1I:I,jll('r:ll ion Ill'.lney on tl.l:lt account. 

I was originally agreed upon; but when it was 
unclerstood that there was a fur company and 
also an ice company enjoying monopolies under 
the existing governme!'t, itwas t h~ught be!t that 
these should be cxtmgn).<he,l, In consIdera­
tion of which onr Govern ment added S200,000 
to the purchase money, and the Rnssian Govern· 
ment in formal terms declared" the cession of 
territory and dominion to be free and unin· 
cumbered by any reservati~ns, priviieges, fran· 
chises, grants, or posseSSIOns, by any. ""0· 
ciated companies, whether corpurdt' ot' Incor· 
ponlte, or by any parties, exc,~pt ,11.1 1 ,]'(·1y pl'i~a~e 

I ~vail myself of this nCC':l:'l.m ~() !I~l'r t.) YUll; a 
renewed assurDnce of my}nn:.t d l"t1l1 !!I\ I :1t,1"ll·"~I"\(l-
eration. IIILJ,[A)[ II. ~LI\Ah\). 

Mr. EDWARD DE :--:'[IlEI'KL, .\c .• J.:c .•• \:e. 

(Translation.] 
WASHINGTON. M«rch 17129.1867. 

Mr. SECF!F:l'ARY OF :-:TATE: I have the hon?r t.n 
inform YI)1l tll:Lt by a. !cll·~r:.llll dateu 161 28th ot t!IIS 
month -rr.o]o :--:1. 1'.·II·r.,1.lIrg-, i'rillcc Gortchakow In­

forms me th:tf hi.; .'\f:l.il·,ty thl' EmrH'n~r of all the 
Russias gin"" h !-' to, 'll-I'llt t 1\ the C{,~.:'II)nl ,t thl' l~ 1.1:'~Ulll 
~n:-.:3l's:-illns nil til .. \Tu,'rir',lll 1'''I\tlnl'll! tot tIll' LUlt"11 
~tates fl'\" th,' stlpul.dl'll !'um Itl' -::-7::":1111,11(;,) ill <:':1,.1 11, 
anli that hi;; )'b.I,,~ty the Emln'rlw 1I1\"l':-t.:; me wlth 
full rHI~t'r-' tu l\I,~:·!t!:lk and fi::n the trt':lty. . 

Plea:--I_' aCI~ept :11 r. :--:"I'r('tary 01 :)tatl'. the :1:-:::nT:1nCe 
of my \"'fY high l",tJl-idl·rati<lll. STOECKL. 

To lIon. '\'!1.1.1 D[ If. :--:ElfARll, 
: .. :, ,'re/lffll "f ,~'IUrL of the C'lIited Slate8. 

THE TREATY. 

The Tn·e!y begins with the declaration th"t . 
'. tho C nited States of America and his :'l:i.ie.,t)' ; 
the E '." peror of all the Russias, being 11",iroIJS I' 

of stn'n~tl".tling, if possible, the good under· 
standing ,,·hich exists between them," have 
appointe,l plenipotentiarics, who haye pro· 
ceeded to sign articles, wherein it is stipubted 
on behalf of gm"ia that "his :'[:'5,,·'1), the 
Empero,· of all the ltll'sias agree, to e'II,· to 
the United States this l'I'll\'('lllioll 1 imme· 
cliate!y upon the of 111" r"rilie·ali,.", 
thereof, all the \crrit()ry and (l(jlllirri':11 HuW 
possesseu by his said ~Ltjt·.-ty un till' ("IHllilll'll1 

of America and in tIll' :-l(l.i:tI·I·llt i,l.'llld;-;, th" 
same being C0111:lilli:<! WitJlill till.' ,:';I'I)~r:qlllil':tl 
limits herein set torth;" and it j-: c-.tiplJiakd (Ill 

bchalf of the "United "t:tk., th"t .. ill c<I!l,ilj 
eration of tl1l" cession :tr"r,·,~i.l the l'tlite<l 
States agree to pay at (h,' Tn·:l.;]!ry in \r:lSh·1 
ington, within ten IlllllltII": :d't('i" til" ratification 
of this convention, to the 11; 111uma t ic rCllrl'~(·nt· 
ative or other "~,·ul of hi; :'["j",e!)· til,., Em· 
peror of all the I~ussias dilly authorizcli to 
receive the same', ~1.:2lH\noU in gull!.)) The 
ratifications are to be exchanged within three 
!'lonths f;om the date of the Treaty, or sooner, 
If pn~,",rlJ<l'. 

]Jpvuuol the consideration founded on the 
desire of .. strengthening the good understand· 
ing" between the two countries, there is the 
pecuniary consideration already mentioned, 
which unclerwent a change in the progress of 
the negotiation. The sum of seven millions 

1 individual property·holders. I h,,, the Cm· 
ted States receive this cession I', •. " 1)1' all in· 
curnhrances, so far at least as I:"c:c;ia j:-; in a 
condition to make it. The Treaty proceeds to 
say that "the cession hereby made conveys 
ali 'the ri"hts, franchises, and privileges now 
helonging" to Russia in the said territory or 
dominion and appnrtenances thereto." In 
other words, Russia conveys all that she has 
to convey. 

QUESTIONS ARISING UNDER THE TREATY. 

~ There are questions not unworthy of atten· 

I 

lion. which arise under the treaty iJpt ween Russia 
and (; reat Britain, fixing the eastern limits of 
these possessions, and conceding certain privi· 
leges to the latter Power. By this trp,'1),: signed 
at St. Petl·r.,lmrg ~'oth February, lo~.J, after 
fixin" the hOllllllaries between the Russianand 
Briti'~h pos.'c"ions. it is prm·ided that" forthe 
space of tl'lI .'/""'." the vc""ls of the two Powers, 
or those hclllllging to their respective subject" 
shall mutually be at liberty to frequent, with· 
out any hinderance whatc,·"r. all the inland seas, 
gulfs, havens, and creeks on the coast for the 
purpose of fishing and of trading with the na· 
tins;" and also that" fur the ,:,a('8 of ten 
years the port or Sitka or X uVu Archangelsk 
shall be open to t!:" ('(llllllH'rl'" awl Yl'.-:"tl . ., of 
Briti:-:h:"n \ liect:..: ... I I I( ·rt,-;,],·1·,s (\,) I' llll(·n·ial Trea.­
ties, vol. ~. p :~1j.).) 111 t 11(' t;aUJe Tn·aty it is 
also prol'id,·,l that ··th,.· ,ulj. cts "rbi; Britan· 

I 
nic ~bjesty. frum whatever quarter (hey may 
arri\'e'. whether from the (lL:cau ur from the 

I interior of the continent, "11,,11 foret·er enjoy 
I the right of navigating freely and ",ithout any 

hinderance whatever all-the ri,'crs and streams 
which in their course toward the Pacific ocean 
may cross the line of demarcation." (Ibid.) 
Afterwards a Treaty of Commerce and :\ariga· 
lion between Rnssiaand GreatBritain wassigned 
at "I. Petersburg 11th January, 1)-;13, sul,j('ctto 
he terminated on notice from either party at the 
expiration of ten years, in which it is provi1led 
that" in regard to commerce and ll;l'\-i.~ation in 
the Russian possessions on the northwest coast 
of America the convention of ~8th February, 
18~.:;, continues in force." (Ibid., yol. 6, p. 
7G7.1 Then ensued the Crimean war between 
nu.;sia and Great ilritain, effacing or suspend· 
ing treaties. Afterwards another Treaty of 
Commerce and Navigation was signed at St. 
Petershurg 12th Jauuary, 185~. subject to be 
terminated on notice from either party at the 
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expi"ation of tc~, yenrs, which rpp,'ats the last Ii PC"S"I/O/ or "atiol/al ~.:;th('r~.ha~rr,.~~~~,~;. 
prOVISlOn. (I1'id .. ynL 111. p JIII;::.1 I ~n at kast I am illdin"d t" believe. But it is 

Thus we have three tliilt'\"t'llt ,"tiJlllbtinll~ (Ill I hardly prnfitallll~ to speenJate OT) ~ 1'0int of 80 
the part of ltu~~i:t: olle Oprllill~ ~1~:I". glllf", little prar-tiral v:lInC'. Even if l'l'lllltlill<r with 
and havens on the l~l1,:,iall coast 1(1 Brili"h .>':lIb· ,th" land" thl'se ,""I'I"l,itlfd, s can he t(TIll'~I:ttl'd 
jects for fishing and trading with the natives: at the expiration of ten y"ars from the last 
the second making ~itl;:I a f"ce port to British tr<'aty I,l' a lI"tirc, Irh:,·h equitably the Unit<-d 
subjects; and the third Illakillg British riYet's ~tatl:~ n~a\' gi"l', ~I) :,,-:'11) 1a\.:(' ,·fl'l'(·\ on the l:.!th 
which flow throu~h the li.u:,...:.ian pn~"'I'~siolls January, ·lXl;~). ~lt,:tnwilill" dllrjll,~ thi:-; brief 
forp"t'l' free to British l1:1vi,zation. Do the period. it will be easy by act ot' I 'nll,~l'p~:-; in 
United ~tat"S succeed to th,·," stipulations? a'''':lnc,' to limit importations at C;ilb, so that 

Allllllle thc,e I make a distinction in I,wor thi., " fn'e l'ort" shall not he TIlad,· the channel 
of the la ... t, which lly its language is declared or dn(lrway ll'y which Hriti-..h ,~(lIld:-; may be 
to be "1;'rcYL'r," :l1HI may huye been in the intrndllc,·,l into the United ~Ial"" i'rceofduty. 
natul"I.' of all ('qlli":11l'nt at the :-;\'1 t h'nlL'llt of t hL' 
bOlll\lbr:l'-" I)dw('t'll the two Pd\H'L";, l~!lt GENERAL Cl)~::IID&R.olTIONS ox TIlE TR~,\.TY. 

whatt'\·"t' ma.y \1(' its rerm~ or it:-> nl'i~ill it j" From this survey of the Treaty. as seen in its 
oh\-i~)lI"; that it i..; nothing but a Ikclaratl1111 origin anu the questions unuer it) I llli,!!ht pass 
of puldil' 1:IW:b it has always been ('xP,)ul1"ll'll nt once to a ~llf\'Cy of the pll,,-~(';;;~iOliS which 
by t1l>:' Cnirv.l Stnt\':.; and is now rt'cll~niz\'d have been conveyed j but there are ollw1' 
on til!' ('(lillin<'nt of ELlrll{lC'. "'hile pka'lill'2: matters of fI. mOre general (,1!ara('kr which 
with Great Britain in l"~'~ for the f"eT n:l,-i· l,rl",.nt themseh-es at this .'ta",· and challenge 
gation of the ~t. Lawrence Mr. Clay. who thejud~(l1~nt. Thesecollcpnlnothinglessthan 
was at the time Secretary of ~Iatc, sai,l th:lt '. the UlIlI,·, ]<owpr, and grandelll of the llepub· 
'" the American Government did IlI)t mean to Ii iIe. "Itll tilf' l'x!f)ll~ldn of its domilllon :lnLl its 
contend for any principle the benefit of which, 'II ill_,titntinns. ~n('h consideration" where n'ot 
in analog<?us. circumstances, ~t w?uld deny to : t'litirc-iy illapI,licaiJit'. an' 3;pt.to be controlling. 
Great Bntam." (Wheaton s Elements of . 1,1" nul ,lolll,t that they wtll 111 agr'<\t measure 
International Law, p:ut ~. cap. 4,) I)llri\l,~! dl~t!:rll1illr' tIl(' fttp of this trc,lty Y/ith the Amer­
the same year Jfr. (~:llbtin. our ntilli..:tl_'r in I iean lw()ple, Till!)" are 1'~ttCllt, ~lnd do not de­
London, when negotiating with Great Britaiu 1

1

'1 pend on research or ,tatistie Tu state them 
for the adjustment of our boundaries on the is enough. 
Pacific, proposed that" if t hf< line sh",,],l cross ii- h ' .. (' 
any of the branches uf the Culu(l1i.ia at l",inls . .1,z''(lIlt((;TCS to t e !w,),,' ""(-'1. 
from which they are n:l,;i,_r:ll)!,. 1),"11,I:tI--1v th,--, I (1.) F411'l'1ll1)'-~ inorcler,ifnnt ill importance, 
main stream the nrn·j':ati')ll fir llndl Lr:111"lw..; I put th,· ,1,'~il't,~ of our f~'1l1,·,\'·I'ili;'·Il~ on the 
and of the main stream ,hol(l,1 I,,· 1"·'-I,,·rn:.Jly Pacific C'1:"I, :111<1 the special ac!Yllntagc, which 
free and common tothep""I,I,,,,!,!,,,th natlOns." they ,,-ill ,j,·ri .. -,· from thi, enlargement of 
At an earlier day the Umted "tates made tbe I boundary. Thr-y were the fi,..,: t" ,,,k for it, 
same claim with regard to the ~li"i'sil,!,i, and will be th,' fir,t to l',."li' I,l' it. While 
and a",prted as a general principle that .. if. others knew the UI("ian I",ee" i"l(s only on 
the right of the upper inhabitants to descend: the map they knew them practi"al!y in their 
the stream was in any case ob,tructl',1 it was resources. While others wcr,· still indifferent 
an act by a stronger society against a \\·,·"k'·r, they were planning how to approl'riale llussian 
condemned by the judgment of maukilld.·' I peltries and fisheries. This is all"slc,l by the 
(Ibid.) By these admissions our country is resolutions of the Legislature of Wa.e.hington 
estoppe']. even if the public law of the Euro· ' Territory; abo by the cx"rti"ns at diiJerent 
pean continent, first declared at Vienna with I times of two ~':I(ator, from (',difomia, who, 
regard to the Rhine, di<l not ,df"r an example differing in political sentiments mill in party 
which we cannot afford to 1" :,·,t. I rejoice to relations,took the initial stel" which ended in 
believe that on this 0' ,."~",, "e shail apply this Treaty. 
to Great Britain the, generous rille which from Thl'''' well· known Il",in" 11"'1'" fOllnded, of 
the beginning we have claimed for ourselves. courSl', Oil ""I'I"lScd luh·,tl(l:I'!" : and here ex· 

The two other stipulations are different in I)pri('\I('(' allil 1\E:i,~hl)()rll' H,d ",I 'l t:: I ,1'( IIllJ llers. 
charar'kr. They are not declare.t to be;' for- sillct' 1,l.;,·)i the rwople of (':I:il:111:;,l Ila,'c re­
ever," and do not stand on any principle of ceived their ice from tIll' fi·,,, j, ",Ilkr lakes in 
public law. Even if subsisting now they can· the island of K",jillk, not far w,,1 \\,ar.l from 
not be onerous. I doubt much if t1l1'Y arc sub· Thlount:-it. Elias, Latl'r still t lwir fishermen 
sisting now. In sllccee<ling to the It"tI_,ian 1'''''' have s":lrch,.,l the waters about the Aleutians 
sessions it does not follow that tIle Fuil,',j ,",,1 the Shumagins, comme))';", a promising 
States succeed to ancient obligatinn~ a;;;-;tlTTlPd ,!i~ilPl'y. Olh~'r~ h;n'(~ pr()pll""l to substitute 
by Hu"ia, as if, according to a phrase of the" tl,,·m,,·l\·es 10 the 1I11,]'"'' I:.,\, !"Illj,any in 
commnil law, they are '~covenants running I:' thpi!' franchise on tlw coast. 1:1\1 ;,:1 :In·100k­
with tli,' lau,j." If these stipulations are in ! in;; f.O the Or'ipnt, as in tIll' time ,,(, (',,j,,mhus, 
the nature of servitudes they depend for their III although like him they sail to the \\',·sl. To 
duration on the sovereignty of Hussia, and are them China and Japan, those ancient realms 
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of fahulous wealth, are the Indies. To draw 
this commerce to the Pacific coast is no ncw 
idea. It haunted the early navigators. ~lc'ar".~. 
the Englishman, whose voyage in the inter· 
vening seas was in 178~. closes his volumes 
with an ('ssn\,. entitled" TiI" (1',1(1,> hetween the 
northwest coa,tof America and China," in the 
course of which he dwells on the" great and 
very valuable source of commerce" afforded 
by Chinn. as .: forming n. chain of trarlr between 
Hudson bay, ('au;rrla, and the northwest coast, ,. 
and then he exhibits on the American side the 
costly fnrs of the sea otter, which ar~ still so 
much prized in China; "mines which are 
known to lie between the latitudes 411° and GOo 
north;" and also an "incxhall.-;til)l(' supply" 
of ginseng, fror which there is still snch a 
demand in China that even ~[innc?ntn, at the 
headwaters of the ~[i~,i,· .. il'l,i. ,npplic.i hpr con· 
tribution. His catalogue mi,;ht be extended 

when the English navigator record~d his voy. 
age. Of course whatever helps th1s result ia 
an advantage. The Pacific railroad is such an 
[\(hantagc, for, though running westward, it 
will be, when completed, a new highway to the 
East. This Treaty is another advantage, for 
nothing can be clearer than that the western 
coast must exercise an attraction which will 
be felt in China and Japan just in proportion 
as it is occupied hy a commercial people COli! 
municating readily with the Atlantic and with 
Europe. This cannot be done without conse· 
quences not less important politically than com· 
mercially. Owing so much to the Union, the 
people there will be bonnd to it anew, and the 
national unity will receive another confirma· 
tion. Thus the whole country will be a gainer. 
So are we knit together tbat the advantages to 
the Pacific coast will contribute to the general 
welfare. 

now. B.tiellsiun of Dominion. 
As a practical illustration of this idea, it 

mal' he mentioned that for a long time most (~.) The exteusion of dominion is another 
if Iwt all the sea ottcr skins of this coast found consideration. calculated to captivate the pub· 
(heir w"y to (,I,ina, excluding even Russia her· lic mind. F.·\\· are so co],l Or philosophical as 
S(,]f. ('II ina was the best customer, and there· to regard with insensibility a widening of the 
t;,rc E"glishmen and Americans followed the hounds of country. Wars have been regarded 
r:ll,~i"" company in carrying these fnrs to her as successful when they have given a new tel" 
market. so that Penunnt, the English natural· ritory. The discoverer who had planted the 
i~t, impressed hy the pl!C'liliar advantages of flag of his sovereign on a distant coast has 
this cna't, ('"chim,·'!. "\\'hat a profitahle been received asaconqueror. Theingratitnde 
trade with China might not a colony carryon whi"h was shown to Columhus durin~ his later 
were it possible to pen(·tmh, to that. part of : r1ay~ was compensated hy the epitaph thathe 
the country hy means of rivers and lakes!" 11:1,1 given a new world to Castile and Leon. 
But under the present Treaty this coast is I IIi., discoveries were continued hy other navi· 
ours. gators, and Spain girdled the earth with ber 

The ahsence of h~rhnr' ~t present belong· possession~. Portugal, Frallce. Holland, Eng· 
ing to tbe United St"t,..' on the P""ifl"limits land, each followed the "xIllnl'le of Spain and 
the outlets of the COUlltn'. On that whole rejoiced in extended empire. 
extent, from Panama t,) '1'1I::,·t·s sound, the Our territorial acquisitions are among the 
only hmbor of any COlI' ide'!"ai ,ii' yulne is San landmarks of our histor),. In 1803 Louisiana, 
Francisco. Further ",.rtil (I", harbors are emhracing the valley of the Mississippi, was 
abundant, and they are all IIr:~re'r to the great acquired from France for fifteen million dol. 
marts of Japan and China. H,rt San Fran· lars. In 181:1 Florida was acquired from Spain 
cisco itself will be nearer by the way of the for three million dollars. In 184') Texas wag 
Aleutian~ than by Honolulu. TIl<' projection annexed without any purchase, but subse. 
of maps 1S not always calculated to present an quently her debt was assumed to the amount 
accurate idea of distances. From measure· of seven and a half million dollars. In 1848 
ment on a globe it appears that a voyage from (,,,Iif .. rnia. New Mexico, and Utah were ac. 
San Francisco to IIolI.~ Reine; by the common qnired from Mexico after "'aI', and on payment 
way of the Sandwich j,llllih is 7,140 miles of fifteen million -doliar" In l'-,! Arizona 
but by way of the Aleutian islands it is onlf was acquired from Mexico for ten million dol. 
6,060 miles,.bcing.a saving of more than one lars. And now it is proposed to acquire RUB' 
thulhtlld miles, With the enormous additional sian America. 
ar\"autage of being obliged to ear~y much less The passion for acquisition which is so 
c,oaJ. Of course a voyu(ie from Sitka, or from strong in the individual, is not'less strong in 
I ug<'l sound, the termmus of the. Northern the community. A nation seeks an outl in 
Pacillc ral~road, would be shorter strll. territory, as an individual seeks an out?in g 

The advantages to .the PaCific coast bave two farm. The passion shows itself consta~il: 
aspect>, one dome,trc and the other foreign. 1'1 France passin~ into Af·ic I d AI Y 
Kut (,nl." do,;, the Treaty extend the coastinO': ria Spain'sether fac:' a'thasanne;ie (,ge' 
trade of California, Oregon, and Wasbin~to~ ': but without the 1ll e sThe lrec lOn, 
Territory northward, but it also cxtpo(ls'" the 1[1 great Powers "'·Istahmwehsyclcess. t.ere ahre tbwo 
h· f . h Ch' d IC 1 annexa IOn as e· 

";se 0 c,oml11erce Wit I.na":n Japau. come a habit. One is Russia, which from the 
ro ~1111~e the ea~t of ASIa With the wesi of 'time of Peter the Great has been movin ber 

Amenca 18 the aspiratIOn of commerce now as I flag forward . d' t' h g m every Irec lOn, so t at on every 
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'I ,1estillY of the Republic ·m:lnil',.,1. It w"o to 
, :-;1I1'(';\(1 over the northern part or Ihl' Amer­

ican quarter of Ih!' .el"I,,·: all,l il was to be a 
~mpport to the ri~hts of Ill:lllkilld. 

side her limits have been extended. Even now 
the report comes that she is lifting 11,'1' '«11th· 
ern landmarks ill Asia, so as to l'~rry lipr 
bouudary to Iudia. The other ann,·xlltillni.<t 
is Gre~t Britain, which fr(lm time to tillH' add, 
another pl'ovince to her Indian dominiI'll. I r 
the F llited State~ lwyc> from time to t illH' ~l\ll1l.'(1 
to their dominion they have only "i,·ld,·,1 to t Ii" 
universal passion, although I do not I'«rgd Ihlll 
the late Theodore Parker was accustomed til say II 

that :1111110'1: all people the ~\.ll\!l()-S;1.\.nll~ were 
relllllrkllide for" a greed of ialll\.·' It was 
lanu, not gold, that aroused the :\ngl",SIIXUIl 
phlegm. I doubt, however, if this passioll be 
stronger with us than with others, except. per· 
haps, that in a community where all partici· 
pate in government the national sentiments 
are more active. It is common to the human 
family. There are few anywhere who could 
hear of a considerable accession of territory, 
obtained peacefully and honestly. without a 

By the text nf Ollf ('IIl!:-dillili()ll thl' United 
St:ltes are bound tn ,:,:n:ll':lllty a "fC'pnblican 
f01'm of gnVt'rllllll'll'" to every ~tatl' in this 
Union; hilt this obligation, which is only ap' 
plicable at lll)ml'~ i~ :-ttl 1l1l(jlIP"·:j,ionnhle indi­
cation of the national a:-:l1irati()1l P\,l'l'ywlll·re. 
The ItPl'llhlic is ~nnwthin~ mill'!' than a local 
policy; it is a gelleral principle, not to be for· 
gotten at any tilll!', e.specially when the oppor· 
tunity is presented of bringing an immense 
region within its illfluence. Elsewhere it has 
fur the present failed; but on this accuunt our 
example is more important. Who can [«rget 
the generous lament of Lord 1;yro11 1 wllO:-'c 
passion for freedom was not miti.:!al,·d by his 
mnk as an hereditary legislutnr of En"laml, 
when he exclaims in memorable verse: " 

priue of country, even if at certain muments "The name "f commonwealth is pa,t amI gone 
the judgment hesitated. \\,ith an increased U'cr the three fraetionsof the groaning globel" 
size on the map there is an increased con· 
sciousness of strength, and the citizen throus Who can forget the salutation which the poet 
anew as he traces the extending line. I sends to the "one great clime," which, nursed 

in freedom, enjoys wbat he calls "the proud 
EJJCII.,i,,1l of ncplI~li<,all Institutions. distinction" of not being confounded with 

(3.) ~['Jrl' than the extension of dominion is. other lands, 
the exl'_'ll.,i, III 1>1' rq 11l11li":lll institutioll:::. which II .. '''h,u:;:(' .:-:(Ins mn:-:t bow them at n.. monarch's motion, 
i5 a traditiollal a~piratinl1. It was in this ~pirit A~ II hI:- ~en5d('s . ..; scepter were n. Wll.llUl" 

that !u.l'·I>I·Ii<I.eucl' was achieyed. In the name I Tbe present Treaty is " "i,ihl,' ,tel' in the 
of lIUIIl:lU J~i~liI, our fathers overthrew the occupation oftbe whole :\'orlh '\III"ri":ln con· 
kingly power, whose representative was G!'nr~l! tincnt. ... \s such it will be' rC'(,()~l!iz(·d 11" the 
the Tbird. They set themseh'es openly u;lain,t world and accepted by the ,\ Ill,"ri":ln pr·"ple. 
this form of goyernment. They were against I But the Treaty involves '«lllrlhin'~ more. By 
it for themselves, and offered their example to I it we dismiss one more monaI'd, from tbis 
mankind. They were Roman in character, and continent. ()n" 1,,, one they have retired; 
turned to Homan lessons. With a cynical I first France; then :-;I,ain; thcn France again; 
a.usterity the early Cato said that kings were and now J~u<:;ia; all giving way to that alt,urb· 
"carnivorous animals," and at his instance the ing Unity which is declared in the national 
Roman Senate decreed that no king should be motto, E pluriblls Ill//lIll. 

allowed within the gates of the city. A kin· 
dred sentiment, with less austerity of form, 
has been received from our fathers; but our 
city can be nothing less than the North Amer· 
ican continent with its gates on all the sur· 
rounding seas. 

John Adams, in the preface to his Defense 
of the American Constitution, written in Lon· 
don, where he resided at thc time as minister, 
and dated January 1,1787, at GrosvenorSqnare, I 
the central seat of aristocratic fashion, after 
exposing the fabulous origin of the kingly I 
power in contrast with the simple origin of 
our republican constitutions, thus for a mo­
ment lifts the curtain of the future: "Thirteen 
governments," he says plainly, "thus founded 
on the natural authority of the people alone, 
and without any pretense of miracle or mys· 
tery, and which arc destined to spread 01'(')" the 
northern part of that whole qllarta ,if the 
gloiJe, is a great point gained in favor of the 
rights or mankind." (John Adams's Works, 
vol. 4, p. 293.) Thus, according to this pro­
phetic minister, even at that early day was the 

Anticipation of rire"t Britain. 

(4.) Another motive to this acquisition may 
be found in a desire to anticipate the imagined 
schemes or necessities of Great Britain. With 
regard to all tbese I confess my doubts, and 
yet, if we may credit report, it would seem as 
if tbere was already a British movement in 
tbis direction. Sometimes it is saill that Great 
Britain desires to huy if Hussia will sell. 
Sir (;cor,::c Simpson, governor-in-chi(lf of the 
Hudson Bay Company, declared that without 
the strip on the coast nnderlet 10 the former 
by the ltussian Company the interior would be 
Il comparatively useless to EIl.~l:(J(J1." Here, 
then. is a provocation to buy. 80mctimes rc\,ort 
assumes a graver character. A n(Trnall sewn­
tificjournal, in an elaborate paper entitled" The 
Russian Colonies on the Northwest ('oast of 
America," afterreferringtotheconslant "pres· 
sure" upon RUSRia, proceeds to say that there 
are already crowds of ad venturers from British 
Columbia and California now at the gold mines 
on the Stikine, which flows from British territory 
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through the Unssian possessions, who openly 
declare their purpose of driving the Russians 
out of this region. I refer to the ,In'hit' liiT 
Wissenschaftliche Kunde von RIISS/fllld, edIted 
at Berlin as late as 1863, by A. Erman, vol. 
22, pp. 47-70, and unquestionably the leading 
authority on Russiau questions. At the same 
time it pr(>~cllt.-; a curious passage lJl-'~lrill<g di­
rectlyon British policy from the British Cui,,· 
nist, a newsl'al'cl' of \'ictoria, on Vancouver's 
island. As this was regarded of sufficient im· 
portance to be translated into German for the 
instruction of the readers of a scientific jour· 
nal, I shall he justified in laying it before you 
restored from the German to English. It is as 
follows: 

"The information which we daily publish from the 
Stikine river very naturally excites public attention 
to (1 grea.t extent. 'Vhcther the territory through 
which the river flows be considered in a political, com­
mcrcial, or illuustriallight there is aprouability that 
in 11 short tilac there will be a still more general in­
terest in the claim. Not only will the intervention 
of the royal jurisuiction be demanded in order to give 
to it a l'!!1I11ddc form of government, but if the land 
proves tu b(, as rich as there is now reason to believe 
it to bc it i-: not improbable that it will result in 
negotiations betwt'cn England and Russia for the 
transfer of the sea-coast to the British Crown. It 
certainly is not acceptable that a stream like the 
Stikine, which for one hundred and seventy to one 
hundred and ninety miles is navigable for steam­
ers, which water,; a territory so rich in gold that it 
will allure thou,,:mds of men-certainly it is not 
desirahle that the hu~inefls of such a highway should 
reach the interior throuA'h a Russian door of thirty 
milcsofcou~t, The Engli::;h population which occupies 
the interior (':lnnot be so easily managed by the Rus­
sians as the :-:tikine Indians of the coast manage the 
Indians of the interior. Our business must be in 
British hands. Our resource.';;, our energies. our 
undertakings cannot be fully developed in building 
un a ltus.-:ian emporium at the mouth of the Stikine. 
'Ve mu~t have fur our proullctions auepotoverwhich 
the British flag waves. lly the treaty Id' J!--.~D thenavi­
gation of the river is secured to us. The navigation 
of tho ::\Ii'iis~ipfli was also open tl) the Fnited States 
before th(' Louisiana purchn~e, but the growing 
strength qf the North made the attainment of that 
territory either by purchase or by might an evillcot 
necessity. 'V c look upon thesea-coastofStikine land 
in the same light. The ~trip of land which stretches 
along from Portland canal to Mount St. Elias with a 
breadth of thirty miles. and which according to the 
treaty of IS2-) forms a part of Russian America, mU'it 
e'Dentually become the property 0/ Great Britain, either 

ror ~~~s~~:~Li~'I~~~~~~~e y~~V{~Ot'h~b~~i~~fg!~b~~ 
whose results are certain. Forit isclearly unde~irable 
that thro :-;trill three hundred miles long and thirty 
miles wide which is only used by the Ru~sians for 
the colll'l:tioD of furs and walrus teeth shall forever 
control the I'ntranec to our very extensive northern 
territory. It is a principle of England to acquire 
territory only as a point of defense. Canaua, Nova 
Scotia, ::\falb, theCapc of GOOf} Hope, and the great 
part of our I ndian possessions were all acquired as 
defensive IHJints. In Africa, Indift. anll China the 
same rule i.,: tq~day followeu by the Government. 
\Vith a. Power like B.ussia it would perhaps be more 
difficult to I!"l't ready, but if we need the sea-coast to 
help us in our business in the precious metals with 
the interior and for defense then we must have it. 
The United States needed Florida and Louisiana, and 
they took them. "r e need the shore of N ew Norfolk 
and New Cornwall. 

.. Itisjust as much the destiny of our Anglo-Norman 
race to.posse.".;: the wh.ole of.Russian America, how­
e\~er Wild an(1 mhOspltablr It may be, as it has been I 
t.he destiny of the Russian Xorthmen to prevail over 
northl}rn Europe. and Asia. As the wandering Jew 
and hIS phantom In the tale of Eugene Sue, 80 will the 

Anglo-Norman anil the Russian yet look upon ea.oh 
other from the opposite side of Behring straits. Be~ 
tween the two races the northern half of the Old and 
New 'Varltl lllU::;t be divideu. America must be DUn. 

.. The present development of the precious metals ill 
our hypcrborean Eldorado ~vill m,ost prob,ably hasten 
the annexation of the terrItory 1ll questIon. It caD 
hardly be doubted that the gold region of the Stikin. 
extends away to the western source of the Mackenzie. 
In this case the increase of the business and of the 
population will exceed our most san,guine expect"" 
tions Who shall reap the profit of thIs? The mouth. 
of ri,:ers have as wcll before as since the time of 
railroads controlled the business of the interior. For 
our national pride the thought, however, is unbcar. 
able that the Russian eagle should possess a point 
which owes it~ importance to the British lion. The 
mouth of the Stikinc must be OUri, or at lcast an outer 
harbor must be established on British soil from wbioh 
our steamers can pass the Russian ginllc. Fort 
Simpson, Dundas Land, Portland canal, orsomeother 
convenient point, must be selected for this purpOie, 
The necessity of speedy action in order to secure the 
control of the Stikine is apparent. If we let slip the 
opportunit1, ~o shall we permit a Russian State to 
arrive at the <.lour ofa British colony," 

Thus if we may credit this colonial ejacula. 
tion, caught up and preserved by German 
science, tbe Russian possessions were destined 
to round and complete the domain of Great 
Britain on this continent. The Russian "eagle" 
was to give way to the British "lion." Tbe 
Anglo· Norman was to be master as far 8S 

Behring straits, across which he might survey 
his Hussian neighbor. How this was to be 
accomplished is not precisely explained. The 
promises of gold on the Stikine failed, and 
it is not improbable that this colonial plan 
was as unsubstantial. Colonists become ex· 
cited easily. This is not the first time in which 
Russian America has been menaced in a 
similar way. During the Crimean war there 
seemed to be in Canada a spirit Ilot unlike 
that of the Y"ncouyer journalist, unless w. 
are misled by the ahle pamphlet of ~rr. A. 
K. Roche, of Quebec, where, after u'!scribing 
Russian A mericn. as '4 richer in resources and 
capabilities than it has hitherto been allowed 
to be either hy the English wh .. shamefully 
gave it up, or by the Russians who cunningly 
obtained it," the author urges an expedition 
for its conquest and annexation. His propo­
sition fell on the happy termination of the war, 
hut it exists as a warning, with a notice also 
of a former English title, "shamefully" ahan. 
doned. 

This region is distant enough from Oreal 
Britain; but there is an incident of past his· 
tory which shows that distance from the metro­
politan Government has not excluded the idea 
of war. Great Britain could hardly be mora 
jealous of Russia on these coasts than was 
Spain in a former day, if we may credit the reo 
port of Humboldt. I quote again his author· 
itative work. Essai Politiqllc SltT la NoltvelU . 
Espagne, (Tom. 1, page :;F,,) where it is reo 
corded that as early as 17BS, even while peace 
was still unbroken, the Spaniards could not bear 
the iuea of Russians in this region, and when in 
1790 the Emperor Paul declared war on Spain 
the hardy project was formed of an expedition 
from the Mexican ports of Monterey and San 
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Blas against the Ru'ssian colonies, on which the amicably adjusted by verbal explanations with­
philosophic traveler remarks, in words which out any written controversy, 
are recalled by the Vancouver manifesto, that 1',,'iti\'o acts occurred to ,trl'ngthell these 
"if this project had been executed the world rclations, As early as ISla till' two Hovern­
would have witnessed two nations in ('unfiiet. ments came to an agreement to act t"gether 
which, occupying the opposite extremities uf for the l'stal,Ji,hllll'nt lit' a 1'01111, ... 1 ioll I,\'lween 
Europe, found themselves neighbors in another San FmnC'i,cu and :-;1. l'I'lI,,.,IIIII'g I'l all illter­
hemisphere on the eastern and western bound- oceauic kl ... ~rai'll across ];,'llrill~ ,Irails; and 
aries of their vast empires." Thus notwith· this agrt'l'llll.'llt wa~ ~ltll.":\·Ij\I(·1111y :-':llldioned 
standing an intervening circuit of half the globe Lv l'''";.:r"", ~II'all\\llile ''''''1111'''] Ii,,: visit of 
two great Powers were about to encountcr each I the I(u"iau 1J....r ill lIlI' winter "j' lSI:::. which 
other on the>l' cu,,,b, l3ut I hesitate to ]',1" \ e was illil'IIt\",1 I,), I he Eml '1'1" '" all,] al(,l'pted by 
that the Briti~h uf our day in any ('ull~idl.'rald,-\ II the Unitell ~t:lks a:-> a friendly d'·lJlulJ:-;;tration. 
numbers have adopted the carly Spalli,h tI,,- I Tbis was folll,\\'(',1 by a ""Tllllllllli,':.! inn of the 
quietude at the presence of Hussiu 011 this I :-;ecretary of State, dated ~i',[ Ii I )'("'IIJi,,'r.1864, 
continent. ill the name of the Presiuenl, ill \'il ille; I he Arch­

The Amity of Russia. 
(5.) There is still another consideration con­

cerning this Treaty which must not be disre­
garded. It attests and assures the amity of 
Russia. Even if you donbt the value of these 
possessions, the Treaty is It sign of friendship. 
It is a new expression of that entente cordia Ie 
between the t\\'o Powers which is a phenome­
non of history. Though unlike in institu­
tions, they are not unlike in recent experi­
ence. Sharers of a common glory in a great 
act of Emancipation, they also share together 
the opposition or antipathy of other nations. 
Perhafs this experience has not been without 
its effect in bringing them together, At all 
events, no coldness or unkindness bas inter­
fered at any time with their good relations. 

The archives of the State Department show 
an ullinterrupted cordiality between the two 
Governments dating far back in our lidol'Y, 
Afore than once Russia has offered hl:r gIJI HJ 
offices between the United States and Gn'at 
Britain; once also she was a recognized arbi­
trator. She offered her mediation to prevcnt 
war in 1,~12, and again by her mediation in 
1815 brought about peace. Afterwards it was 
under her arbitration tbat questions with Great 
Britain arising under the treaty of Ghent were 
amicably settled in 1822. But it was during our 
recent troubles that we felt more than ever her 
friendly sentiments, although it is not improb­

,able that the accidcnt of position and of dis­
tance had its inflnence in preserving these 
undisturbed. Tbe Rebellion, which tempted 
80 many other Powers into its embrace, could 
not draw Russia from her habitual good will. 
Her solicitude for the Union was early de­
clared. She made no unjustifiable concession 
of ocean bellige)'ency, with all its immunitics 
and powers,. to rebels in arms against thc 
Union. She furnished no hospitality to rebel 
cruisers; nor was anyarebel agent ever re­
ceived, entertained, o"f encouraged at St. I 
Petersburg; while, on the other hand, therc ( 
was an understanding that tbe United States I 
should he at liberty to carry prizes into Hussian 
ports_ So natural and easy were the relations 
between the two Governments that such com­
plaints as incidentally arose on either side were 

duke Constantine to vi,it II ... r"il"'] State •. 
ill which it was suggested that such a visii 
would be "beneficial to us and by no mcans 
unprofitable to ll11'si"," but forbearing "to 
specify reasons," and assuring him that corning 
as a national guest he w~uld receive a cordial 
and most demonstrative welcome, Affairs in 
I:us,;ia I'l'en'nlc,1 the acceptancc of this invita­
tion. ,Ath'\,warJs, in the ~prlll,~ uC l~t;(i, Con· 
greoss by solemn fl'::iulntioll (kclarul tlJe ~ylll· 
pathies of the \,('''l,]c of the Unitcd ~,tates \\'ith 
the Emperor Ulll! j,-; l'~('apc fronl the lnalluc,'i'::; of 
an assassin, and :llr. F"". at the time .\'sist­
ant ~"c:rl'lary of tl](· ?\":n"y, was :lj'j)oilliP(l to 
take the n','" duli! III 41r C()llgn'-"", to tIll' Emperor, 
and, in di.--\. 1.. l 1".:"::(: of tIli:" trll ,1, to dn lare tl.c 
friend·ly ~('lltilllellts of our ('oulltry f(.r Hus:-;ia. 
lIe was ('oll\"l·\"\...'d to Cru1\statlt ill 11]1' ll111nitur 
~[ia1\tCl[l' 1111:tb: tilt' illOo'''! flll'll1i,lal,il' ~IJip (If our 
),"ayr: :1nd tlllh thi,--; :(,:!t'llt I,r war became a 
me.":;I'!!...',·!' I!l' PI':lCl.:. Til" Illilili:, '1' all11 the min­
i~tE'r "\\"1"1'(_" r~ceivl.:J in Uu.::""la ",",IJl lltJ))l)uHlleu 
hO'l'itality, 

in relation,; snch as I hay,- described the 
ces .. ion of tl:rritory seems a natural transaction 
cntirely in harmony with I I", i'~st. It remains 
to hope tbat it may be It new link in an amity 
whicll, without effort, has overcome difTerencea 
of institutions and intervening space on the 
globe. 

SHALL THE TRF:ATY l' E RA. TIFIED? 

Such are some of the obvious consideration! 
of It general character IlCal'ine; on the Treaty. 
The interests of the Pacific :-;1,,1("; the exten­
sion of the national domain; the extension 
of republican institutions; the j'"rl'clusurc of 
adverse British possessions and the amity of 
Russia; these are the points which we have 
passed in review. Most of these, if not all, are 
calculated to impress the public mind; but I 
can reauily understand a difTerence of opinion 
with regard to the urgency of negotiation at this 
hour. Some may think that the purchase­
money find the annual outlny whieh must fol­
low might have been po,II",'I>',] fur another 
decade, while Russia contlllueu in possession 
as a trustee for our benefit. And yet some of 
the reasons for the Treaty do not seem to allo,v 
delay. _ 

At all events, now that the Treaty has been 
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signed by plenipotentiarics on each sidc duly 
empowered, it is difficult to see how we can 
refuse to complete the purchase without putting 
to hazard the frien.ll ,. relations which happIly 
subsist between the United States and TIm,ia. 
The overtures originally I'wceede.d frolll ~s. 
After a delay of years, all,l other lIlterYelllng 
propositions, the bargain was at length COIl­

clllded. ft, is with nations as with illdi'(id1\al~'1 
.A har,'.!;<llll once Illude must he 1\:f'pt. E\"Pll if 
:-:1 ill (11\(_'11 to cOll:,i41eration it must tlot be lightly 
aballfloIlP<1. 1 am satisfied that Ihe dishonol' 
of this Tn'al\", aftcr what has 1"1.,,·,,<1, would be 
a seriolls l'eslionsibility for our country. . \, an 
international question, it would be tried by the 
public opinion of the world, and there arc many, 
who, not appreciating the requirement of our 
Constitution by which a Tr"al\' mu,t haye "the 
ad"ice and consent of the Sellate," would 
regard its rejection as bad faith. There would 
be jeers at us and jeers at Itussia abo j at ~s 
for levity in makin~vertures, allo at nU:-::~I:1 
for levity in yielding to them. Ilad the ~en· 
ate been consulted i" advance, before t lie Treaty 
was sio-ned or either l'owt'l' publicly committed, 
as is often done on importallt occasions, it woul(1 
now be under le:;:s cOII",t.raint. On such a con­
sultation th~~l'(, would have lJePll an opportunity 
for all possible objections, allll a large latitude 
to a reasonaiJle discretion. L..t me add that, 
while forbearing objection now, 1 hope Illat 
this Treaty may not be drawn into a i,rfTl"dl"nt 
at least in the independent manner of it:-: lJ!'go­
tiution. I would save to the ~'mate an import· 
ant power that justly belongs to it. 

A CAVEAT, 

easy if we are only true to onrselves. Our motto 
may be that of Goethe, "Without haste, witb. 
ont rest." Let the Republic be assured in 
tranquilliherty with all ~qual b.efore the law 
and it will conquer hy Its sublime example. 
:\lore happy than Austria, who aC9.uired pos· 
sessions hy marriage, we shall acquIre them by 
the attraction of republican institutions; 

.. I:ell , gerant alii; tn, felix Austria, nube: 
).;alll qum ~Iar,..; alii:,. uat tibi regna. Venus." 

The famous epigram will be just as applicable 
to us ina"lllllch a.s our acquisitions will be under 
the s~nction of wedlock to the It''plli,lic. There 
may be wedlock of a people as well as of a 
prince. Meanwhile our first care should be to 
improve and elevate the Hepubl!c, :vhose sway 
will ue so comprehensIve. Plantlt wIth schools; 
co,'er it with churches; fill it with libraries; 
rna!;.· it abundant with comfort so that poverty 

I 

shall disappear; keep it constant in the asser· 
tion of Hnman Rights. And here we may fitly 
recall those \\'or<1s of antiquity, which Cicero 
quoted from the Greek, and which Webster in 
our d:l3' qn(Jtpd from Cicero, " You have a 
Sparta; adorn it." 

!'.OCRCES O}' IXFuR~LI.TIOX UPO~ RUSSUX AMERICA. 

I am now brought to consider the character 
of the,., I,ossessions and their probable value. 
Here I am obliged to confess a dearth of 

II nullwnlic information easily accessihle .. There 
are ~_'\\' among us who read HIIssian, so that 
works in this language are locked up from the 
world. Un., of these, in two large and showy 
\"olumos, is 1I0W before me, entitled "A Histor· 
ical ~urvey of the Formation of the Russian­
American' C()!lqJ;ttly. and its progress to the 
present time, by 1'. Teshll1cnew, St. Peters. 
burg." The first v()lnl1Ie appeared in 1860, and 
the second in lSI;:}. lI'·n'. muong other things, 
is a tempting eugravin" uf tiitka, wrapped in 
mi,t" with the sea 1"'("1'0 an,l the snow.capped 
mountains darkened with I''''l'"t behind. Judg. 
ing from the table of contents, which has been 
translated for me by a Russian, the book ought 
to be instructive. There is also another Russian 
work of an official character, which appeared 

But there is one other point on which I file 
my cW'fllI. This Treaty mu,t not be a prece· 
dent for a system of indiscriminate and costly 
annexation. Sincerely believing that rr'p"iJ­
lican institntions ut1der the primacy of thp Llli· 
ted Slate, must embrace this whole continent, 
I cannot adopt the sentiment of Jeffer"on, who 
while confessing satisfaction in settlements on 
the Pacific coast saw there in the future noth­
ing but" frce and independent Americans," 
bound to the United St(l,tes only by" ties of 
blood and interest" without political unity. 
Nor am I willing to restrain myself to the prin· 
ciple so tersely expressed by Andrew .Jacksoll 
in his letter to President ~Ionroe, " Concentrate 
our population, confine our frontier to proper 
limits, until our country, to those limits, is filled 
with a dense population." But I canllot dis. 
guise my anxicty that every stage in our pre· 
destined future shall be by natural processes 
without war, and I would add even without 
purchase. There is no territorial aggrandize­
ment which is worth the price of blood. Only 
under peculiar circumstances can it become the 
subject of pecnniary contract. Our triumph 
should be by growth and organic expansion in 
obedience to "preestablished harmony," rec. 
ognizing always the will of those who are to 
become our fellow· citizens.' All this must be 

, in 1-'<;] at St. Petersburg in the Morslcoi Sbrrr. 
j "i,.h. or X,mtl p,.eview, and is entitled "~~'. 
I tenail for the HIstory of the TIlI"IellI ColonJe8 
I on the Coasts of the Pacific." The report of 

C:'i,tain Lieutenant Golowin made to the Grand 
Duke COII,lantine in 1801, with which we have 
become acquainted through a scientific Ger. 
man journal, appeared originally in the same 
review. These are recent productions. After 
the early voyages of Behring, first ordered by 
~eter the Great and supervised by the Impe. 
rIal Academy at St. Petersburg, the spirit of 
geographical researc~seems to have subsided 
at St. Petershurg. Other enterprises absorbed 
t~e attention. And yet I would not do injus. 
tlce to the voyages of Billings, recounted by 
Sauer, Or of Lisiansky, Krusenstern, and 
L.angsdorf, or .of Kotzebue, all nnder the aus­
plces of RUSSIa, the last of which may com' 
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pare with any as a contribution to science. I~: Iwrri('~ equdly fine with those met with in Eng­
may add Liitke also; ~JUt Kot"ebue was a wor· llall'l." (Voyage, p. 118.) Kotzebue, who was 
thy successor to BehrIng and Coolc here later, rccurus that he fOUllu the ""'ather 

~eside these official contributions, most of "I'relly warm at Ounalaska." (\'"y"g'" \'01. 

whICh are uy no means fresh, there are mate· lit 1. 1'. ~7.',.) """Ih of the Aleutians II,,· "lill1ate 
rials derived from casual navigators, who, I is y.,':trtlll'l' ...... (ill. 'ijl(' pud i..o:llll]'( ,", nat.ural bi:-i° 
scudding these seas, rested in the hurLol'~ there I tury aho as r(·.~:~t d" tlw tli ... tl illill iU11 of :tllillla\s. 
as the water·fowl on its flight ; from whull'llll 11, ' Clll'itlllSly l'1l01I,_lJ. it d(H'-; not :ql!I(',11' that t 1~I'rc 
who were there merely as Nimrods (d' the nrc I. wolrt'~" (\1\ (ll' till' 1\11 lit'l.ms. ("IXl', 

ocean; or from ad"elllurersin questl1ftht_'ridl in hi,,,:, wllrk UlIl:11 I~; 1_·I".I·ri"::i, (p. 171,) 
furs which it furnished. There nrl' al:-:n lite l'l'l'on1...:. that "n irld, 1'1',1>1'::1'".1""// r" :11Jd i,'I'· 
gazetteers and geographies; but they are h\~~ CIXI'S urc not tu Ill' 1'11111](\ I)I! tIll., 1 land~"!1 
instructive on this head than usual, being Dllt he was lIl'n . .'r tIll ll'" ~Il'an'>", llO was in 
founded on information now many yrars old. tIHI.~l' seas, :-;Uj::i .. tilt' (jlll,11 /I/!II.'I"l .... on these 

Perhaps no region of efIlIal l'Xt('llt on the i:-.laIlJ~ are j'1!.\.l':-;, ::;UUIt:' pf ,\ lli('h are black." 
globe, nnless we except the interior of ·Afriea 1'-' 'y;tge, \~ul. 1, p, IG.) ('", who was at 
or possibly Greenlanu, is as little known. (lllll;t!;"k" twice. and alice a l,r"lunged 
Here I do not speak for myself alone. A ,tay. l'xprl'~·h "')', "Fuxes ;",,1 ~,·b ""re 
learned German, whom I ha\'e already quoted, the "Jli.'llJlIlu/rIfjleds we C;lW; they told us that 
after saying that the explorations have been they b;tu kill" ,,1.'0." (\' oy;t~e, vol. :2, p. G1,~.) 
limited to the coast, testifies that "the interior, But 'luuurupeds like the," hanlly sustain tbe 
not ollly of the continent, but even of th,> i,lallli exciting picture. The same experienced navi· 
of Sitka, is to-day unexplored, and i, in every gator furnishes a glimpse of the inhahitants as 
re.'pect /",.,.<1 incognita," The same has been they appeared to him, which would make us 
r'"l,eated of the islands also. Admiral Llith. (remule if the "woh-es" of the I'oet were 
wlw:-;,e cirr..'1l1ll1la\'i':;:J1_ioll of the globe began in numerous. III' says that "to all :q'lll'ar:lnce 
l~~')J an,l wllll.~I..' ,york bears date in 1836, says they ar~ the OII);t peacea.ble, inoffen,iYI' 11('(Jple 

uf the "\l"litiall ard,il'cia:;o, that" allho",:I, he ever met with;" and Cook had 1""'11 at Ota· 
fn'llnclltl:J Cor more than a Cl'lltury by I~\l:,~i:trl heite. 'I ~o sueh thiug as an otTensive or 
ves.-:els anll thll."I) of (It her n:lt iOll . ..:; it is to-flay dd"l'n:..;in-' weapon was seen amongst the natives 
nlmll~t ;1,"; lin jl' knowll ~1,., in t1)(' t illle of Cook'" of Ounalaska." (/ Did., pp. GU!), 515.) Then 
Allother writer ui' ""the'rity, Ih,' compiler of at least the inhabitants diu not share the 
the official work on thc' Peopl,' of 1:1"';:1. 1,,,I,~ ferocity of the ., woh'""" and of the climate. 
Ii shed as lah:, as 1,l.,1;~. :-iH_ ... dd .rthe illkl'ilJi' as Allotller navigator !:l"l'inates u.s II,\' a. (1c:-crip­
"a mysli.:ry." . ..' •. lJd:d alll)tilcl' ~ays fila! (jill' tion of the boats of Ollnab:--l~,l, which :-:trllck 
ignQrance "vith l'c6'ard 1(1 tbis fl·girll1 'xfllild maLI' him "with amaZeUll'llt 1)I'Yf>lld ('xllt'(,-..:ion i" 
it a proper scene for a chal1tCf of Gullin:r'::.; and he gues Ull t() :-:uy. "If p"r!~.'d ~:~\'IUIj)ctl'y, 
Travels. f!1ll()lJtll!J(,:-~, all(l Pl'l)llortiull cOll:-.litlltp J1rauty, 

Where so little was known there was scope thr.) all' I,eautir"llw}'""l nn)'l['i,,~ that l ('\,or 
for invention. Imagination was made to sup· LI!hdtl" I lla\'(~ Seell SUlllf~ or tiWlll ~I'; trans­
ply the pbce of knowleuge, and poetry pictureu parent as uil,',1 1'''l'er.'' (DiI:i,,:!-~· \·,')'".~,s, 
the sava;;e desolation in much-admired verse, I'. 1~,,) But Ihe.'e are till' \'ery I)(,,:'~ that IHtf 
Campbell, in the Plf?ac:nrc:, oflIn}p" while ex· fd "tlw ,,,·a'·t'";.: tumultuous rl)~lr:~ ",]I:k, '(the 
ploring "earth's loneliest bounds and oecall's bref>zes" waft tllC "wolf's IUlJg 1111\':1." ThitJ 
wildest shore," reaches t~is region, which he same n't\·ii!atnr introduces :tlIIlIJJl'r fl'atllre. 
portrays: .\ccrJrcliu," him the l1ussians sojournil1;i there 
U LI)! to thf' win.try "ind:-\ the pilot yields, "seem to LaH~ no desire to leave this place, 

II i· 1.;11'::' uccring II', t· unfathomcu fields. wIH"'n~ tll P.\' t'IJjoy that indolence so plea.::.ing to 
[\"W f.lr h,' -\\1. \'\l~r T,' ",11"":1 :-UOllllPT ~rnil(.'~. II their lIliIl'ls.'· \P. 161.) T1J(~ lotus eaters of 
On B('IJril''!'~ ur ~~r"('rjLlnd's nakf'd i"l('~; b}' '1'1.' . 
('IIJd on Ill."; t hi' I'f\'f'z(':-\ hl(!\v. i i lIotlll'r ''''ere no etter u1 . .ue pIcture IS CO~4 
frl,rn wastes 1 .1 r ~ l"rl,.t! HI'JIY, Illll'icd II)' another touch from Lutkp-. AdmIt-
And waft 3cr' tlln:1l1rll"(I~ J'11:'r till,~ the want of trees on the island, the aumiral 
'I'll' wolf'elol ll {jf/III//'IJ"''1.~Ji'I'''.'' ' .... lIgg(~:-;ts tllat their place is supplied not only 

!\l1 of which, so far at least as it describes I,i 11ISIII'iallt gra',. but hy wood thrown upon 
tilis region, is inconsistent with the truth, II,,· coast, illc1,,']ill.~ trunks of camphor from 
The poet ignores the isothermal line, which CI,i",,,,, amI ,I;,\,alle," waters, atlu "a tree 
plays such a conspicuous part on the Paciiic wl,ieb gi\','" i'urlh the ouor of the rose." 
coast. Here the evidence is positi\'e. Port- (\'"yag';, '/',,In. 1, p, l~:l.) Such is a small 
lock, the ll<1vigator, who was there townru the I I",rli"" of tllu tcSt.llllCi"y, most of which was 
close of the last century, after describing in print before the poet wrote. 
Cook's inlet, which is several degrees north Nothing has been written about this region, 
of Oun<1laska, records his belief "that the whether the coast or the islands, more Guthen· 
climate here is not so »"Vere u" has been g"n- tic ur interesting than the narrative of l'aptaill 
erally supposed; for in the course of traffic Cook on his third and last voyage, lie saw 
with the natives they frequently brought bel" with intelligence, and described with clearness 
ries of several sorts, and in particular black· almost elegant. The record of Captain Port-

2 
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lock's voyage from London to the northwest first published by Baer iu his Russian Beitrage 
coaot in 1iSG, 1iSi, and 1 i,,8 seems to be in 1839. There is also the Verhandlungen der 
bonest, and is instructive. Captain Meares, Rllssi.ch·Kaiserlichen ],Jincralogischen Ges. 
whose voyage was contemporaneous, saw and seUsehaft Zit St. PctCl'SbU1'g, 1848 and 1849, 
exposed the importance of trade between tbe wbich contains an elaborate article, in itself a 
northwest eoa,t and China. Vancouver, who volume, on the orography and geology of the 
came a little later, has described some parts northwest coast and tho adjoining islands, at 
of this coast. La Perousa, the unfortunate the end of which is a hibliogmphicallist of the 
French navigator, has affordctl another picture works and materials illustrating the discovery 
of the coast painted with French colors. and history of the west half of North America 
Before him was La ~[aurelle, a Frenchman and the neighboring sens. I may also refer 
sailing in the service of Spain, who was on generally to the A1'ehiv fib' Wissensehaftliclte 
the cua,t in 177(" a portion of whose journal Kunde 1'01/ Rns .• lan(l, edited by Erman, but 
is preserved in the appendix to the volumes of especially the volume for 18G3, containing the 
La Pet-ouse. After him was ~[archand, also abstract of Golowin's report on the Russian 
a Frenchman, who, durin~ a "'pg" round the sian Cqlonies in :\orth America as it appeared 
world, stopped here in l'll1. 1'I1e voyage of originally in the ,1["',,1.-,,i 81"'l'Il;('h. Besides 
the latter published in three quartos, is accorn· these tllere are \\' "i'i',ius Ilall,II,lIrl! '-"1/ Geo. 
panied b~ an Historical Introduction, which is I [!ml'hiellnd 8/rtlisli/.-mn j\~m7 "Jilin i I ... I , pub· 
a mine of inform"tion on all the voyages tu lished at Leipsic in IS.;:;; Peterman in his 
this coast. Then came the sl'vC'ral snccessive I Mittheilllll,llI'll iilJer 'lI'irlili,qe neue R«o)'sch· 
Russian yoyages already mentioned. Later Ii tUl!P_'1l f(Uf tll'lll !/CS!/)/IlIl{yr}J/"c(e Ilet' Of ,!!/raphie 
ca.me the rll!lff;/C round the 11'11)"/11 by C:1j1taill for ] ,,,",,j(;, vol. 2, p. ·J~G; fur If~·::;0. vol. ;j, p. 41; 
Belcher, witha1~t111iliar skdchoflife at ;-;itk:1. and for l~:lj:i, vol. ~I. pp. 70, 2:}G, :277,278; 
where he st()PPl'd in 1,~:;7, antI an engraving I Kittlitz j)clI/;/riinliykci{cn cinC1' j/( isc nark 
representing tlle ar.-:"llaI, and light-hons,e there. I clem i?1f.'l::is('licn Amcrira "".rrh A~fflJlt.';chatka, 
TheIl came the .Julin,,'!! "uu",1 Ihe "'orld in published at Gotha in 18.;8; also hy the same 
18H and 18-1:2 I,), ~ir I;,·"rcc ~ilJll,son, gOY- author The rC~/"/"li"l/ofthe ('''!Is/sa,,'} Islands 
ernol'·in·chicf oC tbe IIn,L'HI l;"y Coml'aIlY, of Ihe r"CI)i,' translated from the German and 
containing an account ,,1' " yisit to :-;itka all,l puhlished at London in 1861. 
the hospitality of its gnYel'llUL Tn the,'c I :lluch recent information has been derived 
mayadtl The .\",,"li,',,1 JI":/",:i,," for 1840, vol· from the great companies possessing the mo. 
nrne IS, which contains a fow excellent pages nopoly of truclc here. Latterly there has been 
about Sitka; the JUlIl'llal of the Lu,ul')11 Oeo· an 11110"1,,'0(',1 p1lneyor in the Russian Amer· 
(/""1,1"-",,, ",,,'id.1/ for 1841, volume 11, and for iean Tclc,~r;lj,h Cumpany, nnder the direction 
1~;;~, v'Jlunw 1~, where this region is treated of Colonel Charlc" L. Bulkley, and here our 
under the head of Arctic langnagc's and hnimal Own countrymell f'nme to help us. T, l this expe. 
life; Burney's HIIs8ian (filiI .1YuJ'lhc({stcJ'1I '-11.'/- clition we are illllclJtl'd for authentic evidence 
WII'S; the magnilicent work entitled Lcs l'c"j,('" I with regartl to the ('horacter of the country 
dc/a Russie, wllil.:huJlP('art~d at t)t. l'ell.'r..,lllIrg II and the .~rl~at rin;r,~ which 'traverse it. The 
in I8?:?, on t~e tl'llltt l;lltl'_nniul uI}nivt-l'.,ary: Sm,ith-:'~:i:llI rnstitutioll and the Chicago Acad. 
of the foundatlOn of the I,ussJan empIre, a copy I emy of :Sciences cooperated with the Tclearaph 
of which is in the Astor Librar)'; the v"ry ('ompany in the investigation of the X~tural 
recent work of Murray on the U'''!I<'ul'ltimi I History of the region. ~["jor Rennicott, a 
Dis/ri~~'lion If ilIa,mlllflls; th", wurk ?f :Sir 'I youn~ n."turalist. ~riginanyin the service of the 
J ohn hlchar~s0!I' 1, l~ll.n(l; /)(J(((tl (- 11. meJ'l('{n~(l; II ~~lS.tltUI10n, and 1) lrector of the 1I n..;(~nm of the 
Latham on _\"I,u"uldlv ".' t~e chapters wl."ch 1 Clllcago ',\cad,'my,. \~a.s the enterprising ~~ief 
treat ,of the Pi),llllL,ILl.',lll o~ hns~;)an AmerI~a; : of ~he. 1 ouk~n lh\y,~uu of the expedItIon. 
the }:, I/(',IJ/'!f/p,~ II If} j),.!" ~fIIll !,~a; and the ad~l:a-1 \Vhile In t.he lllidst of }! :."; Y"\ 11 l;l 1 )Ie labors ,he died 
ble "1IIa8 '~I I h.'/:,,,'ol (Jcn~/r"jlll-" by K~lth sudtlcnly lU the mnntll (,f :-Iay last at Nulato, on 
J ohn::;tun. I H,lt'lIllOl1

r 
!dso an ~_·laJJorate art~~le the bnnk~ of the gr~'at l'i \-1'1', thl' 1\ wi eli 1';\k, which 

by ]I ~lml)erg, II~ the 1 l'allsacllo,ns of the .I-In- may b.e c~lled the Mississippi of the :\"rt h, far 
land "ocldy of :Sciences at Helsmgfors, said to away 111 tue interior and on the confines of the 
be replete with information on the Ethnography Arctic Circle where the Sun was vi,ible all 
of the Northwest C"a;l. night. Even' after death he was still an ex. 
P~rLaps the most precise and valnable infor· plorer. From this remote outpost his remains. 

mallon has been contnbuted hy Germany. after descending the unknown river in an Esqui. 
Th~ Germans are t~e best ~f g.eographer~; maux b'.'at of se~1 skins, steered by the faithful 
beSides man! Russlan contnbutlOns. are 111 compamon of hiS labors, were transported by 
~erman. ~Iuller, who recorded the tl,sco\,er· way of Panama to his home at ChicaO'o where 
~es of Behrmg, w:,s a G.erman. Nothing more he now lies buried. Such an incide~t'cannot 
Important on thiS subject bas e\";r appeared be forgotten, and his name will always remind 
th~n the German wo~k ~f .the I,u,';",,! Ad· ns of courageous enterprise, before which dis. 
mlral .v~n W;ang~I. .stat~:,/,sche. IIII'! LI/'IIO', tance.auLl tlifticulty disappeared. He was not 
graphlSthe lIaehl1( !den uber dle ], IISSI,1'(1I a begmner when he entered into the service of 
Dc.sil: II "gcnall uU·.\ urdu'cstkiistevu" Allltrim, i the Telegraph Company. Already he had vis. 
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ited the Yonkon country hy the way of the !lishing the entire ('"IIf''' fmlll its sources in 
~lackellzic river, amI c,mtl'itmtcll to tll.· Smith- I the Rocl.;:y ll}(~\lld:lill:'; rill' a 11i::·t,anc(' f>x('I,,_,ding 
sonian In . .;;titlltiun iml)ortant inC,)l'lIlatinll with a thousand llllk..:, I h:t\",· LI'It,J'" me nOW:ln 
regard to its gl_\(l.~raplt.Y antI Ilatlll:d hi . ...:! I)!',\', i ontline mal' .ill..,t l,r"p:\\'I'd I),\' our (Iur/sf , ..... 'lfl'­

SOllle of which will IJl~ fOlll}(l ill tlIt'ir r"l'()\'f:..;, I l'ey, where thi" ('lll'!'I'('tillll is made. nut this 
1:\atllre in lWyel 1\)1"111" was \)}I('tl ttl Ili!:!. 'I'll!', is only the llarl)ill'-"'l' of till' maturer labors of 
l)ir,ls h,'re lll.1illtailWll tlH'il' li.ill:...:d,lll1. ~\1l I onr aCCPl\ll,li,-lwd 1'111'(';111 Whl'll lilt! ('oa~ts of 
aL()ut him was tll(' my:::kri'l\l~ hn'I'dill.~'l,l:l('" ~ this n,:..'inll arC' under the jurisdiction of the 
of' .the c~ln\'a,:·lJ~ll.·k dUt'!", whose t'gg~, never II Fnikl1 Stab':'. 
lJI.·fllre seen Ly a llatllr:t11~t, ('(w('l'(,a acres. In c1llsin· r this nhstl'ftct of authorities beinrr 

If \\'I~ l()llk to lll:l1 'S t;,r lnC)rlll:dil)ll. 111'l't, the cbid' ;:llll'('\;~ of ori~i!lal information o~ 
again We ~nd ou~selves disappoiuted. ~atterly tltis .<lIl,j''l't. r calillo! fo'rl"'"r "I,rC'·ill." Illy 
the coast IS outhned and descnbcd w~th rea- ,,,ti.,I:,,·tinli th,tI, with the exception ofa ,ill~k 
so~ab!e complete~ess; so also a~e the Islands. work, all tltl'''' may b~ found ill the ('''":~r''3' 
Th,s IS the. contnbutlOn of n''''.lo:at':r, :rn,! of sionall.il,rarj', now so happily enriched 1,\, the 
recent RUSSIan charts. But the mtcnOrIS httle rare collection of the Smithsonian In,litlltion. 
more than a blank, calling to mind .. tlw path- ';"lllcliltll's indiviJuals arc like lil,,·,nil·" awl 
Ie" downs," where, accorJing to Prior, the this ,eems to be illustrated in the case "I' Pro· 
old g(};'\~r:l11~11_'r..., "placc' elephants instead of f~'ssor Baird, of the Smithsonian Il1~titlljion, 
towns. 1 h,,,-,, alr("1,1)- referred to what 1'1ll"- who is thoroughly informeJ on all 'lu,·.,t:(<118 
]lllrh to hI...' n "(~(,Iwral :)lap of tlli' l~ll..:~i:lll connected with the XaturallIi,..:jlll'Y (If nl!,~...:ial1 
EIIl pin'," puLlic-;lied hy ~he :.~c>adl'11IY I d' ~\'i· .\ llH'l'it'a, and al.-:-o of (;('1)1',:"::(' (; iLl;,..;, E~ll'. llUW 
(,.I~(·(,~ at St. ~l't('r~L~ll',:..!' :11 _1 •• j,. :111(1 ... rpl'~Il). of \\~a~llillgt(ln, who is dl(' d,('p.n:-;ital'j' td·ya],I.J.­

h .... lll,ll. at L'JlHlll11 Hl 1., ..... ,. \yh.,'r,' ]In'''~:lll LIe knowlul . ...::C', the l'l·:-:,ult of 111.~ uwu !H;r.-ullal 
Aml_'nC'iL I~O~::: .Ilt.! a!-,pear. I .ml,~h.t 1l11:'l!tJ!)1l stu?ies anel o]);)cl'vation:-:, ,vith l'L'garu to the 
a1.-::I) tllat C:ll'Lllll CI-llll\: CCH1111hllV,d III Ill": (hy natl\'C races. 
of the l~ll~:-:ian map~ a~ .. wI)f111('rflllly (\lTnllt" 

OllS.·· Uu his n'tUl'!1 Engli ... h mal':- !'1_'l'ord(!ll 
his explorations and the names lit:, assigned to 
different parts of the coast. TIl<'."· were reo 
produced in St. Petershurg, and the Russian 
copy was then reproduced in LOIl,I')Il, so that 
geographical knowledge was n'r)" lit tl,' ad­
vanced. Some of the best maps of this region 
are by (:erman.'. who always excel in maps. I 

Here, for iustance, is an excellent map of the 
Aleutian islands and t h neighhoring coasts, 
e'l,ecially to illustrate their or"'cl"lJ,IJY and 
i!('u;;rclJ,I,y, whieh will be found :It Ih,· end "f 
tl!!.! yullltllc' of TI"(III,'u(·{j'..IJI:; (if the III/pcl i(t/ 
.1.11il/(Tal')~/h·ul /)'IJc/(//1 at ~t. PdcL,lJ lilg, to 
which I h:lYC alreadv rr:ft.:rrr"l. 

Late lIla!,s attc.,t ih" hnli,,,:ss of informa· 
tion. lIe1'I:, f,w ill.3t~llH.'I!, i . ...: au excellent map 
of North .. \..ml·ri(';}. pUfj,(Jrtill.''''; to lJe published 
by the r;""gral,llical JlJstillllc of Weimar as 
late as 1.'·J'.I, Uil which we have the Y oukon 
pictured, very much like the Niger in Africa, as 
a large river meandering in the interior with­
ont any outlet to the sea. Here also is a Itus- I 

sian map of this very rl'.~i<)n, as late as 1.";1, in I 

which the course of the Y ollk"" is left in 
doubt. On other maps, as in the Atlas of 
Keith J ohuston, it is pictureJ under another 
name as entering into the Frozen ocean. But 
the secret is penetrated at last. Recent dis· 
covery by the enterprise of our citizens in 
the service of the Telegraph Company fixes 
that this river is an affluent of the Kwichpak, 
I\S the Missouri is an affluent of the Mississippi, 
and enters into Behring sea, by many mouths, 
hetween the parallels of 64° and GGO. After 
the death of Major Kennicott a division of his 
party, with nothing but a skin boat, ascended I 
the river to Fort Y oukon, where it hifurcates, 
and descended it again to Nulato, thus estab· 

CHAR_\CTER AND V.\LlTE OF neS~I.\N .UIER[CA. 

I pass now to a rnmi,l"ratiun of the char· 
acter and value of tlH'se llll.-:-·,~·ssions, as ~('e!l 
under these different heaJs: .til·st, gOI'cru­
ment; secondly, pnplllation; thirdly, climate; 
fourt",.',. ve~r!::I,!,· products; fiji"'!!, mineral 
l,r,!,llIct,: .,.; rilr!:!. furs; and sacnlhl!!, fish· 
crip,. Of tll,··- J .,hall speak bric:fly in their 
(IrI11_'1'- T Ill' rt.' :11'<' ('I'rtain worns of a gr'l1C'ral 
('11:~ra('kr. whi(·h I illtroduce Ly 'way 0f prf,flcC'. 
1 quote 1'["1111 1;1'-111:';I~tt on the ('li)JI(flu/U:','j If 
fhe lllil(t7 ...... "r//,-,.~ ((nd r~f the tOI'/II'flt/l! Luli­
tudes of the .J.Yurlh ~lJJlc,.iL'((n ('uuf/llcJ/!: 

.. It is most sUfl1ri:-:in!.(' that ,,0 little is known of the 
~rl'at i,;:lnmls flnll th0 I"ll~ lino of C()il,-:t frl)lll Puget's 
f;otlD,1 to f'itkn. rtll1pk :13 it~ f('':I)un'\'~ lllust he evcr 
fill' rCl'ruitina: the tr:lIl~il'nt ('nIHllll'fI'" of til(' P~~('ifr(·. 
inuC'venuentof it:; illlll1l"Il:'L' jldl'ill .... j(· 1111". 1" I~Jt~ 
region IJnnlcrin~thL'lJ')j·thl'rn 1',ll'il: lilll 
time positi,)fl~ hclonc:' thr<ll1'..::h,,'lf l' lIli,.,. ,t: 
and. no part of the WL'."t or Enl OIP\' f'"\I"T'!' II lbo 
all ntntagcs of equable t'liw:, I ". 1(')1 i II' ,-oj 11. 1'0 ill-
IJHTI'i.tl aeccssilJititYllfth('l ' -I. 'I!" I, ]11 ,~I"[IC 
"f thr' HIl('kYllHHtnt:lill.~·y~tdJllll:l.\· iI" 111'[".1 a~ a. 
part of tbi,,,: maritilllC' fodon. clllbr:lt'11W an 1IIlIIII'!I~l' 
ar,:a fr"lll the furty-Hftll to the sixti, III 1'.1I.1lkl all,r 
en' ""'_',1"1'1'.:3 of longitude in width. ·fll<' (I!lri\ ,t1.1\­
~"f"\il'r' .,1' this r1i:::trict cannot be much !I', ~ tll.1 [l t !Ir'-,I' 
hundred thousand square miles." 

From this sketch, which is in the nature of 
a picture, I pass to the different heads. 

(/{)/'I'rIl1ll(,fll. 

L The I:\I"ian settlements were for a long 
time without any regular (JOt·emlllcld. They 
were little more than temporary lodgments 
for purposes of trade, where the will of the 
stronger prevailed. The lIatil'es, who had 
enslaved each other, he carne iu turn the slaves 
of these merceuary adventurers. Captain 
Cook records "the great subjection" of the 
natives at Ounalaska when he was there in 
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177S, and a nnssial1 navigator, twenty years 
bt..·r, describes the islands generally as "uuder 
tl,c ,wav of roving hunters more savage than 
any tribes he had hitherto met with." (Bill· 
ings's Voyage, p. ~i4.) At Ounalaskatbe l:u8-
sians for a long time employed all the men in 
the chase. "taking the fruits of their lalJOI" to 
thl'JIl~·d\·(·.".·' 

The first trace of government which I find 
was in 1 i!)O, at the important ieland of Ko­
diak, or the Great Island, as it was called, 
where a Russian company was established 
under the direction of a Greek by the name of 
Dclareff, who, according to the partial report 
of a Russian navigator, "governed with the 
strictest justice, as well natives as Russians, 
and established a school, where tbe young 
natives were taught the Russian language, read­
ing, and writing." (Billings, p. IiI.) Here were 
about fifty Russians, including officers of the 
com pauy, and another person dc,eribed as 
there" on the part of Government to collect 
tribute." The establishmcnt consisteu of five 
houses after the I:,,'sian fashion; barracks 
laid out on either side somewhat like the 
boxes at a coffee· house, with different offices, 
which are repn·,oented as follows: "An office 
of appeal to settle diol'utps, levy fines, and 
puuish offenders by :L re;;nlar trial: here Del· 
areff presides; and I believe th"t few courts 
or jll,ticc pass a sentence with 111I)Je impartial­
ity; an office of receival and delivery, both for 
the company and for tribute; the commi""lfY's 
department; counting·bouse; all in this build­
ing, at one end of wbich is D"lareffs halJita­
tion." (1",.,/., p. 17::') If tl.i" picture is not 
overdrawn. and it study is, affairs here did not 
improve with time. 

It 8cems that there wen' variollS small com­
panic", of which that at J\uJi"l, was the most 
r:onsi,lcrable, all of "'hiell were finally fused 
into one large Trading Company, known as 
the Russian American ('0 1111':1 ll..". which was 
organized in 17!!~), under a charter from the 
Emperor Paul, with the power of administra­
tion throughout the whole reginn, including 
thc coasts and the islands, III tbis r"'pect it 
w", not unlike the East Iudia ('''llll,any, which 
has played such a parL iu 1:11';li," hi,stury; but 
it Ill"yhe more properlycOIllI"",,.1 La the Hud· 
son 1L1y Company, of which it \" :13 a Ru::-sian 
counterpart. The charter was for a term of 
year,', uut it has been from time to time ex­
tcndcu, and, as I understanu, is now on the 
point of expiring. Tbe powers of the com­
pany are sententiously ,Ie-cribed by the Alma· 
"""" de Gotha for 18r;7, wbere. uuder tbe head 
of Hussia, it says that" to the l,rcoent time 
Russian _cmerica has been the l""'perli! of a 
compall.1J." 

I know no limit.ation upon the company, ex­
cept that latterly It h"s been bound to appoint 
its chief functionary, called "Auluinistrator 
General," from the higher officers of the Im­
perial navy, when he becomes invested with 
what are declared the prerogatives of a gov-

ernor in Siberia. This requirement has doubt. 
less secured thp. superior order of magistrates 
which the country has latterly enjoyed. Amonr. 
these have been Baron \,'rangel, an admira 
who was there at the time of the treaty with 
Great Britain in H:2:i; Captain Koupreanoll", 
who had commanued the Azof, a ship of the 
line, in the Black sef., anJ spoke English well; 
Captain Etholine; Admiral Fujurelm, who, 
after being there five years, was made gov, 
ernor of the province of the Amoor; Admiral 
Wodski and Prince l\Iaeksoutoff, an admiral 
also, who is the present Administrator Gen· 
eral. The term of service is ordinarily five 
years. 

Th" seat of government is the town of ~ew 
Archangel, hetter known by its ahoriginal name 
of Sitka, with a harbor as smooth ancl safe as 
a pond. Its present population canDot be far 
from one thousand souls, although even this is 
changeable. In the spring, when sailors leave 
for the sea and trappers for the chase, it has 
been reduced to as few as ODe hunclred and 
eighty. It was not "'ithout a question that 
Sitka at last prevailed as the metropolis. 
L'itke sets forth reasons elaborately urged in 
favor of :"t., Paul on the island of Kodiak. 
(Yt'yage, Tom. 1, p. 1:;3,) 

The first settlement there was in 1800 by 
Baranow, the superintendent of the company, 
whose life was passed in this country, and whose 
name has been given to the island. But the 
settlement made slow progress. Lisiansky. 
who was there ill 1lOU4, n'cords that "from his 
entrance into Sitka 'ollnd the're was not to be 
seen on the ,hore the k"ot \'estige of habita· 
tion." (P.14:;.) The ualiycs had set them· 
selves against a settlement tllf're. ~Ieanwhile 
the seat of government was at Kutliak, of which 
we have an early and friendly glimpse. I 
'Juote what Lisiansky says, as exhibiting in a 

I ;ill'urable light the beginning of that govern· 
ment which has been transferred to tbe United 
States: 

.. The island of Kodiak. with the rest of the Russia. 
settlement:::; ulou;,; the lIurLiI Wl'~t coast of America, are 
supcrintcnu('tl by a ki!lll or g'ovcrnor general or com~ 
mnnrll'r-in-c11irf. whu 11:1" flC'rDts under bim. ap· 
pointell, like ili1l1self. hy t1l0 company at Petersburg. 

I Thesmaller~cttlul1t.'llts Laye caeL a nUSsiall over­
seer. These OVl'l".::ccr:, are Clj('~Cll 1»), the governor, 
and are pf']f'l'h:-Il for the office in ('onscl'/ucnce of their 
long S(>rYi"f'S and orderly c()n(luet. They ha.ve the 
powu of IJl\ui:-iling. to a certaiu extent. those whom 
they superintend; but are themselves uDlenable to 
th,e g~)\'ern()r if they abuse their power by nets of 
InJustice. The seat of government is on the harbor 
of St. Paul, which hos a barra.ck different slore­
houses. sc,'eral respectable wooden habitatioDs, 
and a. chureh. the on1y one to be found on the 
coast."-lbid., p. 214. 

_ From this time the company seems to have 
established itself on the coast. Lisiansky 
speaks of "" single hunting party of nine hun· 
dred men, gathered from different places, as 
Alaska, Kodiak, Kenay, Cook's inlet, and 
co~manded by thirty-six toyons, who are sub· 
ordmate to the Russians in the service of the 
American company, and receive from them 
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their orueJ"o." (IUid., 153.) From another I S'I-~elll'Cr at tbe nortb and tbe latitude of 540 

source I learn tbat the inbabitants of Kodiak i ~<I', ""eluding- the adjacent islands. 
and of tbe Aleutian i,lands were 1<'~,1lO1, tl as I Th,· c<'ntr"l ~t)\, mm"llt of an these ,Ii tliets 
"imlllPdiate :--U!\JI d::i of the compa.ny j" the is at ~ltl\..L, from \" hich emanates all ordels a.nd 
males from t igh!t'L'1l to fifty being bOllnd to instructi"Il', n, Ct' "h .. is the chief ftc,tory, 
<01'\'0 it for t I.e t. rm of three years each. from which supplies ,Il" fonvurueu to utll'crcnt 
Th, y were L'1I1[ I 'J eu in the chase. '1'1" ]1OI'U-I I,I'" '. 1111.1 where the l'lOC('",h of the trade 
lation of Ala,i.., ,wd of the t\\ 0 great bays, are collected. 
CIHlk's inlet and Prill(.:e \Vllliam ~Ul"ll1. were The npelcllions of the (}overnmeut may be 
also~1I1IjH·ttothecl!lllp.tllY: butthE'ywf'l'eheld I ~ef'll ill its IPU-'lpti and {'XJIf tHllt'lr~,,~ill('lnding 
to a yearly tax in fUI's wil\W\lt any 1'1·.~\11ar ~',I~r- :'1' it:; ~:dal'it,,,,; amI allo\ovafll'(''-:. In the absence 
vice, unO. t.hey ('llIiI(1 trucle only with tIll;' (,!lm- I of a <:omplete ~it'ri(;~ of such ~t.tli . ..:jics to the 
pally. Uther\·,ise tlH'Y \\"f'}"C illdepelldent. This I l're:o.ent time, I ma.·:; t():~d hpi' whal I havp ll"en 
S('('Ill~ to have' been !h·flln' the division of the III able to glea.n in Jitrt~rellt til·Jd~, J' 1.11:1..'_ I.) l'~U­
whole into district...;, :111 unuer the company, ticular ycar,':. kuowing well its 1111-·"II.~i·.H.·trJ1·Y 
which~ though primarily for the tlllsilH'SS of the I' t,ll:lI':t(,(('L But each item has il ~ ill': rlll'liUIl 

company, may be regarded as so many dis- I for us. 
tinct jl\ri~Jil'ti(JIl~, each with local powers of The capital of tlu' ('IJI1l1,any, in lJUilclings, 
government. I \Lll'('''':. and \·(·.~"d". ill _,,--";:,:. was said to be 

Among these were h\'o districts wltieh I I ;~:!i'-Js .. -(77 rulll~':-i, III ]l:j0ts th.~ (,()lll\l:lIlY pos­
mention only to put a..:j']I·, as jllit i1\(·Lld\·(l in , . ...:I·.~...:v(l t,,'l'l\'l' \"(·:~.~I'l", ~lllll)U!ltiiJ.:..( I\'~dh,_·l' to 
the present cession: (1.) Thr A"/(/'/1(' f:,.;{w/lZs, fifteenhllntlr(,llant1fii"ty- . ..:ixtIJII.::.1I1u.~1 (lfwllich 
being the group lJa.stlillg tll'ar tIl!' l'(l,L~ t uf.f a pall,: '\vere built at Sit La, .\('Cl H·(li llg t (J \\';J PI J;lHS, 

on the Asiatic :--id(· oftb·· (~:\-;,l:,\,,: Ll11' h-·t 1,\'I·('11 who rollows \"rr.IJ!":·'·l. rh(, '·.,1.11'i, - ort],,; l,:iiq'l'd 
the two continents. \~, I '1'1.,. it"~l,,"~ ~dLk!lll:;:;,t and workmen (,j' tIll' l'IIUI\,:\(IY il1 1 "';~ <L1J\I}lllltcd 

in California. now all:dlIJ,.HF-'I1. ! to 41:!,~jj l'uL.Jt,:->, ~\t tllat tillH' tIle persons 
There r(·Ill:l.in five (dL('r 11i:-:: ri('t~·: 11.) Tll!'~ 1 in ih ,,(,n·i('I.' 1l1\llll)l'\'(,(l 1/12\ of whom 5'::'6 

lJ;sl(l'('~of~l!/·h((.withthl'lJunauatt.hi-;i.:land, I were HII....::-ian:-:, I-(:..!, t'n'()II·.-i,:~w1 :~17 Aleutians. 
endlral'lllg the twn Wl·;;tr'rll g\'llllp.-i ul the ~\l('u- In 1 ....... ,-) 1 tlJ('re Were 111 the .... ·1'1'1,'1('1: of the ('1)1I1pany 
tiall'-i known a~ the Alldrp:lll()w ... Ly i,...,bllll...: allil 1 :-;j;i~r (l:licl:r, :: ollie'I.'!·::l IIi' the [llill( ri;d liary, 
tb, !~af i...:bnd . ..;: allil ;..1...:u the' grOt'\! al)!lllt Deh- 1 ulli('I't' (If l'1l.:,,;,lllt·I'r.-·, --1 ('i\"i1 u!lil.'I'\'''':,;}O rdig· 
rillg's i~bl1t1, wLich i:; Hot emill'a('t·d in the iUII~ utlicE'l's, and jjsn servants. The eXpell:-)es 
}'1'(·...: .. nt ('(~ . ..:c:il)ll. (:.?) Tllf: {JI.'/(I., fill' OWHt- (,I' tlw ('IIIIllJtUIY from lS~!) to l:";;~:~, a 1":riuJ 
ILl.,I:". with t1le IJIIIl',-~U at Llli~ j,LI)(l, clllbrac- uf .'-'l'\l'll )'l'ar . ...:. were jj,I;(),";.O~j rubles. Illt':;;e 
illg tile Fox iSlallJ,3. th(~ PC'l1ill;...:ula of Alaska IJi~cume intere~tillg to us when it is consiucred 
to the meridian of IIu.' :-::'hllllU.:...rill islands, tlwt, Lc;-;iucs \ .... Lat wa.; 11~liJ 011 aCt'olllltoffurs, 
including these alld ;d,-.l the 1\\ III l'l\' islands arL'lllJ(..' ~lll'pl)rt of the persons in the :-:l}rvice 
to the north of the pCllinollia. (::, 1'1'1", /lisll'l'" (,f th" coml,aIlY, were other items incident to 
of Kodiak, emh~"[(';llg tl.w pl-'Ilill.~'!da of Alaska. .:";IJ\·(·!'llllwlll. hudl as ship-building, lI:Lri.!!ali!Jll, 
east of the lnpridial1 uf tu" ~~L1\lLLlgi:1 islands, j;ll';dil,;di(Jll.-', IJ()~;j,it;11~, ~cllO(ll:-:, aud (ltll\'('lll-,s. 

and the coast we,tward to ~[;""'I- st. Elias, ' Fr<llll " lat"r autl!Urity it appears that the re­
with the adjacent i,lanrl~, it:clll.Ji,,~ Kodiak, : ""il'« of the ('<ltll!'"",\', reported at St. Pd('[s­
Cook's inlet, null Prince \\'"illiam !()uI111 j then ; lJUl'(r for the year 10..;·-(·-), was 832,741J rubles, 
northward along the coast of Hri . ...,!()l bay, and I against expeIlSI:S, Gk:~,k',I:.? rubles, incurred for 
tbe country wat"red by the Kushagak and Kus- "",Iministratinll in J:us,i" and the colonies," 
kokwim rivers; all of which is governed from insurance, transportation, and duties. The 
Kodiak with redoubts or palisaded stations at relative proportion of these different expenses 
Nusbagak, Cook's inlet, and Prince William does not appear, I have another report for 
sonnd, (4,) Tho NnrthP1'1! Tir,I,.;"" embracing ISS;, where the revenue was 832,74~ rubles, 
the country of the K wichpak and of Norton's with expenditures of G83,SG2 rubles, leaving 
sound, under the uirection of the commander the difference ror dividends, which were fixed 
of the redoubt at St. Michaels; leaving the at 18 rubles a share. 
country northward, with the islands St. Law- These are explained by other statistics, which 
rence and St. Mathews, not embraced in this dis- I am able to give from the report of GolDwin, 
trict, but visited direct from Sitka, (5,) The Di,~- who furnishes tbe receipts and expenditures of 
trict of Sitka, eml)racillgthe coast from ~lullnt the company from IS:,I) to IS~a, inclusive_ The 
St. Elias, where the Kodiak district ends, south- I silver ruble, which is the money employeu in 
ward to the latitude of 54° 40', with the adjacent the table, is taken at our :olint for seventy-five 
islands, But thi" district has Leen curtailed cents. 
bya lease of the Russian American Company in Receipifl/rom 1850 fn 1%0, inclu8ive. 

1830, for the space of ten years, and subse­
quently renewed, in which this company, in 
consiueration of the annual payment of two 
tbousand otter skins of Columbia river, nnder­
lets to the Hudson Bay Company all its fran­
chise for the strip of continent between Cape 
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rose color. These, tno, may furnish instruc. 
tion for the future. Early in the century its 
administration was the occasion of open and 
repealed complaint. It was pronounced harsh 
and despotic. Langsdorf is indignant that" a 
free-trading cnmpany should exist independent 
of the Government, not confined within any 
definite regulation." but who can exercise their 
authority free and uncontrolled, nay, even 
unl"illished, over so vast an extent of coun­
try." In stating the case he adds that "the 
Uussian subject here enjoys no protection of 
his properly, live.< in no security, and if op· 
pressed has no one to whom he can "pply for 

Tuta\... ................................................. 8.5::,~:0Ji justice. The ag"nts of the factories and their 
- --- subordinates, influenced by humor or interest, 

Analyzing tbis tahle we shall arrive at a decicle everYlhing arbitrarily." (Voyages, vol. 
clearer insirrht into the affair.; orthe company. I~, p. 70.) And this arhitmry power seemed 
If its receipts have been considerable they to 1'!'I:\'ail wl,,-,revPl" a factory was established: 
have LCCll subject to serious deductions. Fr"ll1 ,. the .,it-wClnlshir in each single establishment 
the expenditures we may also leam somethin.~ is entir<"iy Ilc'potic: though nominally depend· 
of the oLligations which we are alJout to illg UpUIl lhe I'l'ill1'il'al factory these stewards 
''',UlllO. ,10 just what tlwy pl"a,o, without the possibil· 

I'rolll another table I learn that during this it)' of I,ein.g cali,·,] to account." (Ibid., vol. 2, 
same period 1~~.11i"; rulJlcs were f(·I.',)iv~U for p. G~.) If such was the condition of Russians, 
ice, mostly sent tv C<llifuruia; ~'.;,:;v0 1'Iil,I8s what must have been that of the natives? Here 
1,,1' timlJ\r, aucl I:,~.',I) rnbles for cual. I tllink the witness answers: "I lwvc seen the Russinn 
it not improhaJjle that these itcms arc included fur-hnnters dispose "f the lives of the natives 
in Ih" list of " rl'cci 1't.S' nnlkr the term" other solely a('('ording to their own arlJitrary will, 
truffics." and I,ut these clef"nseless creatures to death 

In Russia the churches belong to the G ov- in the lllOst horrible manner." (P. 70.) Krll' 
rllili:e"l, aud this rule prevails in these dis- senstern concur.; in this teotimony, and, ifpos· 
trictl, \1 here there are four Greek church"s sible, clarkens the color.'. According to him 
ancl1i';" Greek chapels. There is aIs" a Prot- .. eyer)' one must ul,,'y the iron rule of the 
e,laut church at Sitka. I alll glacl tu adcl that agcnt of the American company; nor can 
at the latter place there is a puulic IiIJl'"ry, there be either 1"'r"Jnal pr"I,erty or individual 
wllich some .reaL'; agn containeu se\~entcl'n hun- security where th'_'rl' aee no laws. The chief 
drecl ,"olumes, t";,;cther with jouruals, 11101", agent of the ~\.merican company is the bound­
at la.: 1.:.'1 , amI mathematical instrumcllt-;. lit less (h' . ..;pvl over an extent of country which, 
Atcha,' Uuna1aska, Kodiak, anLl Sitka. sclwol.-; comprisitl.~ the Aleutian isl::t.nus, strddles from 
are ,aid to 1""'0 l,oeil maintainecl at tile expense 57° to GI)O of latitude and from j::()' to lao' 
of the COlll],un),. though not on a ,·ery compre- of east longitlldc·;·' and he nd,h. in a note, 
ll,'ll.--i\"e scale; fllr Admir~l 'Yrangelmentions "there: are no courts of justice in I\:()(liak, nor 
only ninety boys as enjoying these advantages any of the company's possessions." (Voyages, 
in 183a. In Ouna l".,,,,, <llld Kodiak there were vol. 2, p. 1[)7.) Kotzebue, who came later, 
at the same time orphan asylums for girls, while confessing his incompetency to speak on 
where there WUe in all about thirty. But the the treatment of 11", nati\'I's by the company, 
admiral adds that "these u.,eful ll1stitntions declares his ,. WOU I ,,]"'1 fcclin~s and commis. 
will, without doubt, be ill1provecl to the ut- eration." (,'''yage, \'01. :3, p. ':)14.) It is too 
mos!." Uc,i,lc, these, which are confineu to probable that tb" melancholy story of our own 
particular localities, there is said to be a hos- ab.ori~ines has been repeated here. As these 
pital near every factory in all the districts. Cfltlclsms were by Russian officers they must 

I have no means of knowing if tl"·.,,, terri· have had a certain effect. I cannot believe 
torial subdi"isions h"\'e undergone any recent that the recent government, administered by 
modilications. They will be found ill the flus- the enlightened magistrates of whom we have 
sichel! n,Si/CIIII!/C/l of \Vran~'·l, published in heard, h<ls been obnoxious to snch terrible 
1::;:;:).; ill the {J':'!/J'<'J!ilic of \\"a[lp;tus in 1856, accusations; nor mnst it be forgotten that the 
and III the ~lt'('illf' CUlt RII":;/,,,,,/ of 1863, con· report of Lisiansky, the other Russian officer, 
taining the article on the report of Golowin. who was there at the same time. is mnch less 
I am thns particular with regard to them from painful. 
a double motive. Besides helping to an under- Baranow, who had been so long superin. 
standing of th: existing go~ern~ent they m~y ten dent, retired in 1818. He is praised much 
afford suggestlO,!s 0'£ practIcal Importance III by Langsdorf, who saw him in 1806, and by 
any future orgamzatlOn. LUtke who was at Sitka in 1828. Both attrib. 

The company.has not be~n without criticism. I ute to' him a genius for his place and a disin· 
Some of the plCtures of lt are by no means I terested devotion to the interests of the com. 
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pany, who,c cOllfiJcllcc' he enjoyed to the end. Sir Edward Belcher, the English circum· 
.A.lthou~h a~l111illistcl'illg affairs here for more navigator, while on his voyage round the 
than a :.;,;tll'l':..Ltiull without rendering any ftc- worlu, storred there. From him we haw" an 
C,-l1lllt". 111' tEe!l }loor. lie was succeeded by account of the ExeclItive Mansion and furtifi 
C~ll't;'"i!t [Iaglll·llh·i:-.tcr. Sillce then, according cations, which will not he ont of place in this 
to Liit:\:(" an ildiuity of reforms has taken :1ttClIll,t in portray thl~ ('x:istitl~ .t!()\·I\l'lI111(~nt. 
place lly '''·~lich (IrIIt,!, and system have been Till' lH)II~(, 1s of w!lod. d(':'wrill(~(l a<; (, .-.:nlid 1.' 
1l1~1:(J'l1ll';'ll l:llU tli~~ g()\,C~!lTllI·~lt. • one h1lll!1!'(\ll :\1)(1 forty (("pt in 1f'1l:~th lly ";r>vcn'ty 

] bc" ll\l~:"laa Uilll'l'l'. l 'lj)1:\l1\ Golowm, who feet wid!_'. oj' 1wo :-:tnrics, with Ion...;, (':lllJ)cd 
visited these possessions in 181~11, has rccom- bv a li,!ht-lI1111"'1' ill the center 4 d' tIl!' l'(lId' \\:I;irh 
Juendell certain institutional reforms, which are i; CU\'('\'I,,1 with sheet iron. It i", al)'lld . ..:ixtv 
not without interest to us at this time. His feet :li"'I·" the sea level, anti e"lllpletl·h· con,· 
recommenda.tions concern the goycrnor and the mands:111 tlIp :Il)('horages in thi' n4:i~hhrq·hqod. 
people. According to him the governor should Behind is a line of picketed I"gs tw,·"tI'·fivc 
be appointed by the Crown with the concur· feet in height, flanked at the allgles ilv I)lock· 
rence of the company, removable only when houses, loop· holed and fllrnishcd with small 
his continuance is plainly injurious to the col· guns an,] swivels. The fortifications when com· 
ony; he should be subject only to the Crown, plcte" will comprise fiy" sirles. npon which 
and his powers should be limited, especially in forty picces of cannon will be m":«lt",l. !' .. in­
regard to the natives; he should provide pro· cipally old ship guns. van·in~ from tll",·lve to 
tection [or the colonists bymcansof cruisers, and twenty-four pounders." The arsenal is praised 
should personally visit l'H'ry district annually; for the best at cordat;e in ample stores and for 
the cul .. lli sIs, creoles, and 8«1 '.1 eel nati I'C.S, such the best of artificers in every department. The 
as the .\.leul ians, should be governed h)" l11a~i,;- intcrior of the Greek church was found to be 
trates of their own selection; the name of .. 1"1"<'1; "splendid, quite beyond conception in such a 
creole" shollld cease; all disputes should J)C place as this." The school and hospital had" a 
settlcd by the localllla::;i-trat.-; unless the par· rO'"]lIlrati\"(> c\ealilillo-< and much to uumire, 
tie.;; desire an appeal t') tll!· gq\"l'rnlJl": 8chools although a man-of..w:u's mall''': ideas of clean: 
should be encouraged, and, if nerr,,,,,},, pro- Ii ness are occasionally :lcntr." But it is the 
vided at the public expense. Surely thC'"e sug- social life which ,";"('111.-; to h:l \-t' most Silq ,ri":t,d 
gestions, which are in the nature (If a ]t("f<Jl'lll I the ,'!:tllant (':q 11:1 i ll. .\ !'tl'l' t,·l1 i II'~ us t I: It ,~ nn 
Bill, fllrl:."hadllwa,condition of self-government : ~llllihy all tl\!~ r,J!]i,(:'·r..:: ci\'il ;llll'l military, tlillC' 
in harmony with republican institutions. at the '!11""I;rllfll''':, Ill' llltrrl,li]('''s 11": h :\:1 even-

It is evident that these Russian settlement~, I iw.; 1':l1'ty awl (1::11("'. \\'lli,·ll 1hl' hltt'I" ,~:L\'C to 
distriJ)'JtL'll through an immense fPgi'J!} anu far : .. .-il I 11,\' his i':11,!1i"h ~''':II':-:t .. tIll' j;'m:I]" ~111~'idy of 
from any civilized neighborhood, haV(~ little in ~itkl, .... :111d 1"'('011'11:-; that Ilitl'.!' .. ]l:1,~"ie,] 
common with those of European natillll" else· I {h'li,~htfI111)·." ( ..... ]If'ci:tlly ., thl' tlflie~. 
where, unless we 1_,x('I'llt tlll).<":l' of' Jlt_'lITJlark on : :dtlti)ll~h ... d!'-t:t1\'.:ht. aC"l'litkd nj('m .... !:'h·~,':i witll 
the west coast of Crt'e~dall'1. X!'arly all are on I :111 t hi' ea~e alld ele.!!ILIl(>(' Comm!lnicated hy 
the coast. or the i.~lanl1...,. Thc'}, ~l rr 1I1)thing but I! EIl1', 1:"':10 instrnction." ~ir Edward adds tlmt 
"villages" or " factllrif'.)))· under t \](' protec·11 II fhp <..:( Jciety is indebted principally to the gov· 
tion of palisades. Sitkll i.< all ,,,c"Jtli'lll, due I ,·rn" .. ·, elegant and accomplished lady, who is 
unquestionably to its :::.dcl'tioll as thl' hl!'ld- II of {Jile of' the first Hnssinn families, fi)!' much 
quarters of the gOl"crnlll,·"t, and ,:I", to the I of this 1',,!i,II." And he describes sympathet· 
eInine~t ch~l.racter of t hl_' gOVl" .. ".(I!''';. \\' h (I h:: \'~~ I' ,i(,:t.llY hC'f long journey through Siberia with ~er 
made It theIr home. The E\:(,C'llt1\"" :.fan .... lIH1 I hll:";]):lIl(l, "on horseback or mules, endurmg 
and the sociallifethere ha\'c lW('1l dp"I-rih,·d by c;reat hnrd:-;hips in a most criti~n.l moment, in 
recent visit.ors, who acknnwlerJ.:.·,j the charms I orrler to ,hILl"<· with him the I'ril"ILLions of this 
of politeness on this distant nnrt ]l\Yf',-.;krll rna.-.;t, II barharous region." Bllt according to him 
Llitke descrihes life amOIl.~ its rn,~~. awl espe· I harharism is disappearing; and he coycludes 
cinlly the attractions of tlH-' ,C'!)\'l'rIlfJr"S hn1t~I'. I hy declaring that .. the whole .P ... t:tldl ... hI1lpnt 
Thiswasin the time of Admiral Wrangel,whosc appears to be rapidly on the ",lvlln",'. and at 
wife, possessing a high education, embellished no distant peI·io,1 we may h.ear of a trip to 
this wil'lerness by her presence, and exhibited Norfolk sound thro(l~h America as httle more 
the example of a refined and happy household. than a sUllllller excursion." (~elcher' s Voy­
His account ofSitkan hospitality differs in some age, vol. 1, p. 111i.) Is not tIllS time near at 
respects from that of the English writers who hand? 
succeeded. He records that fish was the staple Shortly afterwarrls, Sir r;en,.~" Simpson, 
dish at the tables of functionaries as well as of governor·in·chief of the Hudson I :ay Company, 
the poor. und that the chief functionary him· on his ovcrland journey round the world, 
sdf was·rarely able to havc meat for dinner. stopped at Sitka. He had j,~st crossed the 
During the winter a species of wild sheep, the contment by way of the Red river settlements 
Musimon or Argalis, also known in Siberi", to Vancouver. He, too, seems to have been 
and hunted in the forests, furnished au occa- pleased. He shows us in the harbor" five sail­
sional supply. But a fish diet did not prevent ing vessels, ranging between two ~undred and 
his house from being delightful. three hundred and fifty tons, beSides a large 
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bark in the offing in tow of a steamer," and he its chqracter I am disposed to consider as the 
carrie.' us to the Executive Mansion, already best authority. 
described, whieh reappears as "a suite of apart· Exau"eraliuns are "'nnmon with regard to 
mentE, communicating, according to the Rus· the inl;~';:bitants of n,·wl.r·:lcquireu possessions, 
sian fashion, "Ith each othpr, all of the public anu thi, uistant 1'<·."j"n Iw, been no cxception, 
room. being handsomely decorated fino' richly An enthusia;lic t'sl illlak onc,' placed its popu· 
fnrni,l" ,1; comm"ndin~ a "iew of the whole I latiull as higb as four hllll,11'<,,1 t.housand. Long 
establishment which w~s in fact a little vill.l~e, ago Schelekoff, an early Husslall adventurer, 
while aLout 1;"lf way uuwn the rock two bat- I rcported that I.e had sulJjected to the Crown of 
teries on terract:s frowuL,dreslwcti\'(,ly ()\"er law.l II I~ll."·~ia. fin),' thousand ~~ I!len'~ in the i~land of 
and wat .. r," Tlw1'<' was another, \Jlrllinistrator I l~od",k alone. But LlSlansky, who followed 
General, since th~ visit of :-;ir Euward .Belcher; i him there in 1.',11:" says" tl:e [i~IJUI~tion. of this 
but again the Wife play:-> her charmlllg part. uland, wilt'll (,Ollll,an~d With Its Slze,l,S very 
After portraying her as a native of Ill'lsing- small." {\'"ya;,c"'Y' lfJ3. l. Afterth~" mmutest 
fors in Finland, the visitor autls, (. ,",u this research" at that tIme he founu that It amounted 
pret'tyand lady-like woman had (Ume to this only to four tllUlI,'and souls. It is much less 
secluue(1 home from the farthest extremi:y of now; I,rol;ably not 1U0re than fifteen hundred. 
the empire." Evidently in a 1IIood b"yund Of coun,,, it is ca"y to know the !:umher of 
contentment, he says, "\\'e sat down to a good those within the immediate jurisdiction of the 
dinner in the French style, the parl\', in addi- company. Thi.' is dptermineu by a census from 
tion to our host aud hostess and UIII'~l'h'<":s, COlO- time to time. E\'4~1l here the aburigines are the 
prising twelve of the company's ollicers;" and most numerous. Then cum, the Creoles, and 
his final judgment seelll" to be given when he last the Ru"ialls, But here you must bear in 
says, "Tile goou folks appear I u Ii, e well. The: minu a distinction wilh rt'c:aru to the former 
surrounuing cunntry abounds in the ehevrellil, l"'r,,ons. In Spanish Americ<1 all born there 
[roebuck,] the fine::;t meat that I ('V(~r ate, with ofEuf(lpC'all),art:lltagc an' .. Creoles;" in Rua­
the single exception of 1I100se, while in a lilLie sian Aillerica tLi; terlll j, .. applicable only to 
stream within a mile of the fort salmon are so those whose parelJts are Elll'Ul'ean and native, 
plentiful that, when a",,'nding the river, they in other worus .. ball~brcclL." According to 
have Ll'('11 known litel'ally to emLarr:.t:"):-) the \rrangel, in 183~), the ('l,'nsus of dependents 
movements of 11 calloc.:· ~ ~il11psons's Journey, of the l'Ollljl:llJ} in all its distril'ls was 246 Rus­
vol. 1. !Jug!! ~~7.} Such iti the testimony. siatl~, tjKl Crl,()ll'S, and ~,HS:2 Aleutians and 

WillI IllesI.' concluding pictures I turn frolll I;:"oial-s, iJeiu~ i" "II O,81~. Orthese 4,018wcre 
the guvernmcnt. men and oJ,ol)! Wel'f' women. lIen: the number 

p, I I' of ltussians is small. There is another reporl 
np" " /fill. a little later preserved by \'.'appaus, which is 

II. I com~ now ~o t.he i'uI'I/I,lfiu", '~'hicll I not materially different. In 1tiej1, according 
may be conRldered III Its numbers and III Its to the report of the company, there was an 
character. In neither n-';.'pect, perhaps, ('all. iL in('l'ea:")t' of Uussian:-; and ('J'!_,,)les, with a cor­
add much t<,> the mlue of the count!'), except I rt",pondingdiminntion of aborigines; being 505 
80 far as native hunters and tr:LJlj~en; are lH'\!d~d ~~llssians, 1,7u:; Cn.:'(_des, and 7 ,O.j;,) aborigines, 
for the supply of furs. Prr<ir'.'s"r AgaSSIZ m all ~r.::0e:" 111 1::;:;, there were 644 Rus. 
touches this point in a letter which I have just sian." ~,~103 l'r(',,!,'" and 7,:!1,j aborigines, in 
received from him, where he says: '·To me a1l9,7~1:.!, of who 111 :) 7;~::': were men and 4 659 
the fact that there is as yet hardly any popula- were women. 'I'll!' iiIlT(,:"" from 1851 to 18,57 
tion would ha'"e great weight, as this secures was only :;1)11, or about one per cent. annually, 
the setdemen: to our race," But we ought to In ]"r;O there were II some hundred" Russians, 
know somethll1~ a~ least of th~ p~0J:le. abo~lt :!,OUlI Creo,l.es, and 8,000 ab(Jrib,cincs, amounting 
to become the subjects of our JUrISdIctIOn, lf III all to 10.:;411, of whom .;.:;.":! w('re men and 
not ,our fellow-.citizens. . . . G, 1,jt) wer~ women. I am thus particular with 

I 11'.,1. In try~ng to arnve ,at au .Ide~ of thelY these d~taIis that you may see how stationary 
numuers, I beglll With LIppIncott's Gazt'lteer, populatIOn has been even within the sphere of 
;!,I! it is the most accc",iLIc, according to which the company. 
t~e whole population in 1;;:;'-" ab,riginal, Hus- The number of Russians and Creoles in the 
sran, anu Cr('u],', wa~ liJ.l/llil. Tit,: same es.ti- whole colony at the present time cannot be 
mate apvears" ,,1,,1 Ill, till! Lond":1 ImperIal more than ~"j<)O. The number of aborigines 
Ga~etteer and III ~he (" "!I("l'iue ul \\ appaus. under the direct government of the company 
KC.lth .Joh~I~,~on.' mlns Alia> ('all, the popu- mayb~ t<.UUII .. There remain also the mass of 
lat.l~n III 1~'J._, 0G,000., jIl'Cll1J~lclr, III the last abongilles outSIde the jurisdiction of the com­
~dltro~ of hI';. ,G:_ocgmpillca,l DldlUu"r)" puts puny, and having only a temp:.rary or casual 
It as IlIgh as I <' I D. Un tne other hand, the contact with it for purposes of trade. In this 
Almanach de t,otha for the prese~t .year, re- \'f'.'pect they are lIot unlike the abori"ines of 
cell"cli on~y a few ',",e~b a~o, calls It III round I tiIe United States while in their trib~1 condi­
numbers dO,OOO. Ihl.s estImate seems to have tion, described so often as I, Indians not taxed." 
beep adopt~d ~"bstantlally fl'?m t.he gr~at work For the number of these outside aborigines I 
'lntltled Les 1 euples de la Rllsste, whIch from prefer to follow the authority of the recent work 
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a"re~rly quote'l. Les l'c/lplcs de Irt J.'/lg,q·e, ac- and fisherman. Lofty mountains, volcanic 
co!'(ling to whil'1I they are estimnJcll at \wt\\'('I'11 f()rm:-:, large ri\~('r~, numerous islands, and an 
fort" alld tifty tlw\\:-:~\IlI1. pxknslY(' spa-('oast constitute til(' great hook 

,',,:',·,·u/{,lI"j. '111 spt_'akill::;o[I'1/(/J'lfl1I'1'l turn to of nature 1'(11' all to read.. XOIlC are dull. 
a Jitrl'l'!·nt rIass (lfm:ltr·ri:t\..:_ Th(\ pari\' 1:1\<.;- (;('l1prally tiH'Y are quick, intelli.'!(>llt, and in. 
sianalt(:n~\"'(_'n'!w[ i'i!~ri1l\". ThpYWt\t'(·'Ill()~tly genions~ I'x('dling in the chase :llld in naviga­
rlln:l·.\:(l\"~, tl,,(-·il,,!rrlllll il\~til'(" 1.:11l.~~ll()rr":I\·s tion, managing a boat a:;; the rider hiR h(\r~('. 
that '·tl l (· ,L't'(·;1tI·]' II:lr't of tit!· inrl'ri(l" olli('(;l':-\ until the man anll the bortt seem to be one. 
of the tlifl'l'r"llt ;-'1_'1 \ k'1l11'11I-: wt::l'e ;--,illl'l ::111 erim· ~Oll1l' ar<' \'ITY skillful with tUI,L flnu exhibit 
inals. Illal,'i'~wt<'r:-:, :Itlol :\dYt·nhl.r\..~r,.:: of \'fll'ious 1'I'IIl:trkaLll~ ta'.:te. TllP st!ais bonntiful :11111 the 
killlh,'- ( Vol], :!. 1'- 1;7.) Tltl-,ir:;;ill,~l(' L.wu ha:--; its !"'1l1'pli('s. From tl!f-'<':P they are sat· 

wns tIll' (,(,J\I'('I il))1 of isticd. J :dtr'l' :~till, there is nJll:!'llii:I'.., in their 
fllrs, frnJn wl,icll theyobta.ined tlH' 1l:11l}P of nature ",lli"l} dOl'''': not altn~pthr'r l''"''.if'C't the im· 
Pr(lllli12chlr'llii~..:. or fur collectors, l::lr the Pt'lI\·('TllI'tit.-i (If (·j\-iiiza!i(l!l. Unlikt· our In­
name \'cry (',nly :ll'IIHired a bau od,l\'. IIvre di:ln-~. thr.y an' ,,:illin.~ to b"::-ll'IL ny a strange 
again we kl\'(' the same l~\l~"iall a1ltllllrity. ~Ilpl·r.~titioll, v.-hicll ~till ('(tllti1l11P':. tlH::'':P races 
who, after saying that the illiI:lllitallts of thl~ d(>ri\'I' Il\('ir dr'-5lTllt f("(J1Il di!l'l,rt'llt animals. 
distant isiallll:-; art' untler the snperintendence ~41111I' al"I' g'(>lltle anu pacif1(" (It!lers are war-
ofa PromibchlplIik. allJ:;;, "which is, in other likf'. All, I fe-ar, arc r-daYf,1!oh1Ir:::ij some are 
words, under that of a rascal, by whom Ill!'y crud LI;-·I{-Illa: .. i.!er ..... uthers in the interior ure 
are nl'l']"(~";-" d. tormented, and pllllldt·]"I·d ill l'Ppntvd to II\' CUll!lihals. But the COHlltry back 
every 11n,,~iL\t' \vay.~' (Ibid., 11. 70.) 11 ltlll:-:L from the ~I'a·c()ast is still an undiscovered 
not IJf~ i'llr,!!ldtt'D that this flutht'uti,' portrait is , .... ·I·cn·t. 
not of our ,i;w. 11. I 1.""I'i,," ~t thpffi in their ethnographical 

The aLorig{tll:~ are all in common bn'!11:\'!I' ,t!T(nlp.';; I begin with the F·"ll,II/';I.'!x, who popu· 
called Esqnimaux j Illit they differ (·:-o;o..:C'fltially lar1y gi\'(' their name to th0 ,yhr,b-,. Th",Y nUffi-
from the ESfluimaux of (l reenlnllu, ant! tlll'y llt'r ahnllt ~rl:rnh'rn thOI\~-:tfld. and ~Jrd('h along 
also differ alllOtl.~ t!Jpm.-:plvc.'-l. Though }illpll- the indr'ldl,tl \'II:I...:t from it.s eastern limit on the 
larly known 11)' tlli~ family name, tiH'Y have as Frozen ocean to tbp mouth of the CUPl'('}' river 
maTl'ydi\"i<"'i()ll~ ;1\111 subtlivi~iom:, with:1s many in GOO north l:t!itll!lp, excludillg the 11{'lli!lsllh 
IHll.~Il:!;!"(~S and idioms, as F'rallce 1l1\f'n Il:td. I of ~\i:l ... d\·l. occupied I)y the .A1f-'lIji:tll~·, nnd the 
Thc:n> arl' larg~ groups, each with its own na-I''''llinSllla of Kenay, occllplE'lll,y the l\(,llaialJ~. 
tionalityantl langnage, and th('1"8 at'I' smaller i ~,rnrt' powerful r.'1e('~ of Indian (Jrj,!in, f(ll!t Iwing 
rru:'ll-", each with it; tribal idiom. In short, I tIl(' l'r)UrSes of the great rivers 1l"r'\j\\'~l\"tl and 
thc grC'at 111'111,]1'111 of language is }'I'pt'atr·tl I W(·.:tW:tltl, have gradually croweled the E~qui­
here. Its fl)rlll~ St_'I'm tl) lJ(' infinitc. ~('i!'llti!il' maux from th!~ interior, until th('.\" constitute a 
inql1iry traces many to a sin.glc )"1)<1(, but prac· belt on the salt water, incllHlil:.'...!· th;~ islands of 
tically they are uifierent. Here i,< 111:r! ('''lrfn' the eoa,t. and eRpecially Kodiak. Their vari­
sian of tcJI1'..!:'J'·" which yields only to the prc:o; ous diakct", are traced tu a common root, while 
ence of ci·,i\iz;-ttioll. an,I it h,-,('or.l l ''; more the pre\'ailing.bl1~l\a':I> h!·tl:1Y"; an atlinity with 
rcmarkalJle. as the idiulll is often l'1)tllillC',l to thc ES(l'limaux of (irectll:tnd. :IJlIl the interven· 
so small a circle. illg country watered hy the jra('kt-'n:~ic. They 

If we look at them ethnographically we shall ,<hap, the eharadr'ri,'li,-" of that extensive fam­
find two principal groups or raceR, the fir.s! ily, which, besides spreading across the conti· 
~cientifically known as Esquimaux, and the ncnl, occupies an extent of sea' coast greater 
second as Indians. By another nomenclature, tilan any other people of Ih" glohe, from which 
which has the sanction of anthority and of their simple nl\\'igation has sallied f"rth RO as to 
usage, they are divided into E...:rlllim;(II'\ ... \\f,u- givethe:mthcnRmeofPhll·ni(·i:lllsrd'theNorth. 
tians, Kenaians, and Koloschians, h('in~ four \V ords exclusively helonging to the Esqllimaux 
distinct groups. The E"lilimaux 111,,1 .~ I"n' are found in the dialects of other races com· 
tians are said to be ~longolian in origin, J,letelystrangers to them, as Ph(l·nir·iall sounds 
According to a doubtful theory they passed ~re observed in the Celtic speech of Ireland. 
from Asia to America by the succession of is I- The most known of the Russian Esquimaux 
ands beginning on the coast of Japan and, i,< tli,' small tribe now remaining on the island 
extending to Alaska, which for this P"fJ""" of Kodiak, which from the beginning has been 
hecame a hridge between the two cOlitill"nl"1 a center of trade. Although by "arious in­
The Kenaians and Koloschirms are Indiall~, tcrmixture they already appro<lc,h the Indians 
belonging to known American mccs; so that of the coait, Irlsing the Asiat.ic type, their 
these four groups are ethnographica.lly· re- ~p"I'('h remains as a di::)jillC:lin~ sign of their 
solved into two, and the two are resolved pop- racr. They are Esqnimanx, ancl I descrihe 
ulnrly into one. them in order to give an idea of this people. 

There are general influences more or less The men are tall, with copper skins, small 
applicable to all these races. The climate hh"k eyes, flat. faces, and teeth of dazzling 
is pe.culiar, ane! the natural feature, of the whit.eness. Once the women pierced the nos­
country are commanding. Cool summers and trils, the lower lip, and the ears for ornaments; 
mild winters are favoraule to the huntsman but now only the nostrils are pierced. The 
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aboriginal costume is still preserved, especially 
out of dnors. Their food is mo~tly from the 
sea, without the roots or berries which the 
island su pplies. The flesh and oil of the whale 
ure a special luxury. The oil is drnnk ]lure or I 
to season other food. Accustomed to pro­
longed abstinence, they exhibit at times an 
appetite amounting to prodigy. In onc night, 
six men were able to devour the whole of a ' 
large bear. A strong drink made from the I 
strawberry and myrtl,'. prodncin~ the effect of 
opium, has yicl,led to Imln,))', Sngar and tea 
are hi,,-hly esteemed; but snuff is a delight, 
Lisian'ky, records that they would go out of 
their ""-,I' twenty miles merely for a pinch of 
snuff. They hrwe tools of their own, which 
they use with sliilL Their l'ai,1ar~, or canoes, 
are dis[i",~ndlcd for completeness of finish and 
beauty .. f f .. rm. Unlike those of the Kol08ch­
ians, lower down on the coast, which arc' hol­
lowed from the trunb of tre,,,, they are of g,'al ' 
skins stretched on frames, with a singlc aper· 
ture in the coYC'ring to l'('('('ivC' the person of 
the master. TIlt' ~al1le sl~ilt :lppl':ll'S in the 
carving of wO(ld, ",Yh~l,-,LCln(·. :111(1 walrus 
i\~ol'Y, Their ge:ll:ral tnncl,_, {.t' lifu is said to 
be like that (It' 01111'1' tl'ilJ"~" on t111' coast. To 
all eLse theya,1,1 a l,n<)\V1,'(1'~(, of the healing I 
art and a l)a:-;.~iull fl_11' gaming. 

0ppooi(" to Kor1iak, on the main land to 
the ea.,t. are the T,hl1gatchi, a kimlred tribe, 
spenki1\.'~ the same langnage 1 but a different 
dialect. To the north is a snccession of kin­
dred tribes, differing in speech, and each with 
local rH,:'cnliaritie~, but all are repl't=>~ellted as I 
kind, courteous, hn;.;pitalJle, and lllrrry. It is ' 
a good sign that merriment should prevail. 
Their tribal names are deri I'pd from a neigh, 
boring river or some climatic circumstance. 
Thus, CM instance, those on the mighty Kwich­
pale hal'o the name of KwichiJukmutes, or 
"inhabitants of the great river." Those On 
Bri,;tol bay are called by their cousins of Nor­
ton sound Akhkonghmutes, or "inhalJitants of 
the warm country;" and the same designation 
is applied to the Kodiaks. Warmth, like other 

_things in this worlel, is comparati"e, and to an 
Esquirnaux nt G40 north latitude another five 
degrees further south is in a "warm country." 
These northern tribes have been visited lately 
by our Telegraphic Exploring Expedition, who 
report especially their geographical knowledge 
and good disposition. As the remains of Major 
Kennicott descended the Kwichpak they were 
not without sympathy from the natives. Curi· 
osity also had its part. At a village where the 
boat rested for the night the chief annollneed 
that it was the first time white men had ever 
beeu seen there. 

(2.) The Aleutians, sometimes called West· 
ern Esquimaux, number about three thousand. 
By a plain exaggeration Knight, in his Cyclo­
pedia of Geography, puts them at twenty thou· 
sand. Their home is the archipela"o of vol­
canic islands, whose name they bear, ~nd also a 
portion of the contiguous peninsula of Alaska. 

The well-defined type has already disappeared; 
but the national dress cont.inues still. This is 
a long shirt with tight sleeves, made from the 
skins of birth, either the sea-parrot or the 
div('r, This dress, which is called the parka, 
is indisp,'",,, I,le as clothing, blank,:,t, and even 
as hahitation during a. voyage, belll,q a com­
plete slll'llor against wind and en],], They, 
too, are fishermen and huntsmen; but they 
seem to excel,,, artificers. Their instruments 
and llt<'n~ils have been noted for beauty, 
and !Ir,,;r haiJars \\'ere l'rononnced by Sauer 
"iufinil,'].\' ,"perior to til?", of nny other isl· 
and." Slill another naVIgator declares them 
to 1," "the best means yet discovered to go 
from place to place, .either np?n the deepest 
or shallowest water, 111 the qUIckest, eaSIest, 
and sal,'st manner possible." (Langsdorf's 
Yoyage, 1'01. 1. p. 4:1.) These il1nstr~te their 
natnre, which is l1ner than that of theIr neigh· 
bors, They are at home on the water, and 
excite admiration by the skill with which they 
manage their elegant craft. w that Admiral 
Llilke reco"nizecl them a' ('o,"oeks of the sea, 

Ounalasl~a is the principal "I' these islands, 
and from the time they were first visited seems 
to have excited a peculiar interest. Captain 
Cook painted it kindly; so have succeeding 
na\'i:,;a[,'rs. And here have lived the islanders 
who Sl~l'm to have given to navigators a new 
experience. ,\ llnding especially to them, the 
reporter of Billings's voyage says: "The capa­
city of the natives of these islands infinitely 
surpasses every idea that I had formed of 
the abilities .. f savages." (P. ~i:3,) There is 
another remark of this authority which showl 
how they had yielded, even in their favorite 
dress, to the demands of commerce. After 
saying that formerly they had worn garments 
of sea otter, he pathetically alld~, •• but not 
since the Hussians have had any intercourse 
with them," (P. 155.) Poor islanders I Ex· 
changing choice furs, once their daily wear, 
for meaner skins. 

(3.) The Kenaians, numbering as many as 
twenty-five thousand, take theIr common name 
from the peninsllla of Kenay, with Cook's inlet 
on the north and Prince William sound on the 
south, Numerous beyond any other family in 
Russian America, they belong to a wide­
spread and teeming Indian race, which occu· 
pies all tbe northern interior of the continent, 
stretching from Hudson bay in the east to 
the Esquimaux in the west. This is the great 
nation called sometimes Athabascan, or from 
the native name of the Hocky monntains, on 
who~e flanks they live, Chepewyan, but more 
properly designated as Tinneh, with branches 
III southern Oregon and northern California, 
and then again with other offshoots, known as 
the ~paches and K avajoes, in Arizona, New 
lIIexIco, and Chihuahua, more than thirty par­
allels of latitude from the parent stem. Of 
this extended race, the northwestern branch, 
known to travelers as Loucheux, and in their 
own tongue as Kutchin, after occupying the 
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iuner portion of Russian America on the You- I souls. La Pcrouse, after cUII,i.JnaIJle experi­
kon and the Porcupine rcaehed the sea· coast at ence of the aborigines on the .\tlantic "'Jast, 
Coo1\. S inlet, where it appears under the name I :ls~erts that 1h')~T whom he Raw here are not 
of Kenaians. The latter are said to bpar about I, E"lllilllanx. (\', '.\'age, Tom. ~. 1'. ~II:'.) The 
the same relation in bllgua;;l_' and intellectual IIl:tlllC ."('t'lllS to IJC of nll~::,ia!l (Il'i.~ill, and is 
dev~l'l i '.Iuellt to the ('ntir~' grl_~ll}) as the islanders l'( 1 \I.i \'aknt to Illdian. UI'rc a:';:1 ill i:-; ;Illl 11 her 
of hJI,ll:,k IJear to the L·'fJl1l111anx. vanety oflnngua:;l's find as mallY separate na~ 

. The Kenuians call tbclll, .. h·", in their own III liuns. Near~. Ionnt St. Elias arc the .Jacoutats, 
dmlcct by yet another name, Thnain",', mean- who are the l,'a,( 1."",,"n; then came the Thlin-
ing men: thus by a ~om(·\dl:lt tHJa:-:tful il(':--i.~lIa- kitts, who Ol'l'lqly 11)1' i,..,l:iIllL-; :tlill t'I::l.-t nea.r 
tiOll a';~l:'rtillg manhood. Their featurc:; anJ :--;itkn., anu an·l~llqWll ill ()I'l'~()1l1l11J4'r !h'_'llame 
c\ I]ll}d,'xiyll associate them wi! It the red men (If:Stikincs: alill tIlI'11 a:-';lill \\'v btVI! the Kaigall5, 
of AlII\'rtCa, as does their :-1'cl"cl!. The first ",hu, IJI"'!:!illllill.-: "il I~u---:iall tplTit'-,ry, (lYl'rLp 
tu visit them was CliuL. alld Ill' wa:-; struck by (Jlll'L'll (,harl(dtl~',-:, i'-.:iallll, llcnea!l! tIll' l3riti:-;h 
the largeness of their heaus, which H!C'tnC'd to lla:..!; ... \Il tll\,,~I', with tlH~ir subJi\j"iIIlL';, are 
him di,'proportiollcd to the rest of the IJ"c1y. K"lo,cliians: b\\t I'\"('\'Y tribe or nation has 
Tilt-'.\' were strong-chesteu abu, with tlJick short four difl',_'I'l'lI( lliyi:-:iVll::i, (lL·rived from four dif­
w'c:"'" '~l'l'l'allin.~ faces, eyes inclined to be ferent animals, the whak, the eagle, the crow, 
small, wllite teeth, black hair, and thin 1,,'a1',1. and th,· wolf, which are so nnny heraldic de· 
T111':[' 11'_.1'.--,',)\1:-; seemed tu lH?- clean and decent, vil't':-;, marking distinct group...:. 
with au! grease or dirt. In dre.s they were There are points already ll,otic.,,1 in the more 
thuldll to resemble the people of Crcl'nla"d. northern gronps which are rel,,'atc,1 here. As 
Thl,jl' 1,'lats had a similar affinity. nut in these alllon,~ the Kelluians hll~'J)alj(l awl wife are 
I,art;\...' .!,ll''' tlll'Y were not unlike the other races of ditI'erent animal devices. A crow C:lIl11ot 
I lie",,, ,,:rcau)' described. They were clothed lllarry a crow. There is the .arne ,bll in the 
in the _--killS Ilf animals with the fur outW!ll'U, construetion of canoes; lJut tIll' .~tr,·tl'h('(l seal 
or SOllJ,.·! illll'S in the skins oflJirus, uycr wliieh, skin gives place ll!'l'l~ to the tl'll1l1~ of a tree 
as a IJrotection again:-;t rain, wa'S ·worn a frock :.;b:qH:d and lJOllowcd so that it ,viII ;.-4 ~IlH;tirnt'S 
made from the int,'"tines "rthe whale and re- 1",1,1 furt)' persons. '1'1.1'1'1' are g",)(1 fInalities 
:-:,c1l11J1:Il..;· the goILl-1J(,ater }(:ac, as was ()l)~'_T\'t-'ll among the Aleutians whil:h tIw Kuluschians 
by BelIl'illg in his early voyage. Tlll;ir Loats do not pns,,,;!,'S,";, IJut they Lan', perhaps, a 
'\>l're of ;-:(::1.1 skin stretched OIl fra!lw . ..;, :l!l411 stronger sense. TItey are of c()n,~alJt cour­
\verl' uf difi'ercllt :::,j ... :l·::i. In Olle tlf these ('(H,k agl' .. As daring llfl\igah)l'3 the,'_Y Ul'e unsur· 
C(lIl11tl·,l twenty womeIl and one man, besides },;\ . .;,-=(,(1, sailing six or seven hnwln:d miles in 
chilun:Il . ...\.t that time, though thie"ish ill l,\"q+ their open Call(!!.'S. ~unw are tll)",[',> :111,1 show 
l)!~'ll:-,ity, tIl!.'j' were not unull.1ialJle. SIlO)'!].}' a sense of llruli1--'rty. ~(llllC L:L\\.' d"YI'!"l-'l:'d an 
uf'tl---,1"\\",ll"(lstlll'Y were reported by l!ussian tr;ld· al,titwll' for trall(, 11lll~lHI\\,1I til Illi it' ll'.lt]ll.·rn 
er::i~ ·Wr11l had much to do with them, as .. gq()(] neighbors or to the lllllialls uftlw t~ lIit:·,! ~ll~1J, 'i, 

peopll'," who behan·d ., ill a n'r.': 1'1 il'llilly lUalJ- anJ. will work for \Va,~c", wlll'llll_T in (i! lill.!; tiJ(---, 
ner:· Dilling's Voyagi" p. 1'.1-;",) I dll not ground or other 4'1l11'IoYllH'Ilt. 'rhl·it" ,'lllll'l'iuI' 
know (hat they have lu,--t tl!i . .; c]Jar;\(':,'1' :-;illC'" nature discards ('ilqHlral }ILLlli-llllll'::l. 1'\'UI fur 

Here, too, is the :lCcu:-: t Ull"lI'rl Illlllli],jjc-it) (If boys, as an i-:lllllUill)' not III 1.1' ~'ll,tllrl·:l. 'J'bcy 
tribes, each with its i,Jill!!l. allil ~lllllf'lilJlt'.~ dif· believe in a ('r"atlll' and ill tIll' i!:l1ll1'rtality of 
feringinn.'ligi()us~llp,--,r:::titi')lI: 1.·'~l!\'C'iallyuut!JC' the soul. But b.'I'I· a llJy."tic fal,]l-' i..; ,Vuven 
grave qlll·.-:tioll of JC'f3C<":llt frCi1ll tllp dll~ (I!' tile into their t~l.ith. 'l'hr~ ~l,iriL-; Ill' ill'rl)!'.'3 dead 
crow. Tlit..'re is aLw a }la'railing usage f'I!' the in battle a.re ph'.'l"l ill tlH~ :-,l,:y ~Ind appear 
men of one tribe to clJq();::c tilc,ir wives fl'lJIll in the Aurnra };ul'l'alis, LUll,:..!; ;:~Il a dduge 
another tribe, whcll thr' triLal tll:trattl_'J' of tin:, (WI'tlITI,d, when tIl(' Il\\lnall f:lll1ily \Va" :"fl.vecl 
motherattaehes to t]H--' (Jlr:--\lritJ~, Wllidl i . ..;aTlI)! IH'r in a Hllatin,:'; vl"''';c1, whil'h, after tilt: ,-uk.:idl'I1CC 

illustration ofthelawoC.--iarl:'l"y})(/J'/u,';scljlli/lf}' of the w:J.\\or.'i, :-tl'lIl']( un a l'IH'k and l)]'l)ke ill 
z'e/tln_'1I1, The late dl'partllre Cr()!il thi:.; 1I.~:lgl· i:-; bah'I·"'. Tile l\"lll,-:dlian:-; lTl'r('~I'!lt one half 
quoted by the old men as a Hdli"i""t l"I':lson for of the VI',,,.!, all,l tlr,' rest "C tIl" world the 
the mortality which has afllictell the 1\"""i,"lO, i other h"lf. "'lch is tliat. 1'1'i,l" of" race which 
althotllfh a better reason m:1Y 1)(-:, f(1111111 ill tll(' ' civilization d{)(·,~ not alw:n":-; ': tra ('(-'. 
ra \'a.'.!;I~ of th,e small- pox l""Il,lh":L} '}Ji Jy ill t}'( ),] II (,1'1] :1 For gl'lll~ral i_olls ,1l1l~Y '11:tVI--' .1w(:u, .,:arrior~, 
11\' tlll' H,usslans. In 1,~, ..... ':i tell tllOH,~illld 1'1'1'- prulllpt to t:ttl! (dlt:T1'-c' alill VlIlill("!\C' as IS 
S:!lIS on the coast are reported to have fallen tllC nature (,f" th(' I",li"" racl·-:tll\'~ys ready 
victilllc.: to tlIis disease. to (,Ka.rt all eye fur all eye awl a t(loth for a 

14.) Laot of the four races are the 1'''/0' tooth. This character has not. Cklll,""I!. As 
$('1<;(/11.', numbering about four thousand, who was the case once in Italy, the (I:t"~er is an 
occnpy the coast and islanus from the mouth inseparable companion. Private quarrels are 
of the Copper riv.er to th.e southern. boundary common .. The .duel is. an in~ti.tu~ion. So is 
of Hu"ian Amenta, malnng about sIxteen set- slavery stilI, haVing a trIple orIgin 111 war, pur­
tlements. They bclong to an Indian group chase, er birth. The slave is only a dog, and 
extending as far south ~s the Straits of Fuca, mn~t ohey .his master in all tl.ling.s, even. t.o 
aud estimated to conlalU twenty· live thousand taklUg the hfe of another. He IS WIthout C1V1l 
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rights; he cannot marry or possess anything; I and cold, rain and fog, to say nothing of snow 
he can cat only the offal of another, and his and icc, which play such a part in this region, 
body, when released by death, is thrown into are not abnormal, but according to law. 
the sea. A chief sometimes sacrifices bis This law has been known only oflate years. 
slaves, and then anot her chief seeks to outdo Even so ingenious an inquirer as Captain Cook 
him in this inhumanity. All this is indignantly notices the mildness of the climate without 
described I,.' "ir Erlward DeIcher and Sir attempting to acconnt for it. He records that 
George Simi,son. Dut a slave once a freed· in his opinion" cattle might exist in Ounalaska 
man has ~II the rights of a Koloschian. Here, all the year round withont being housed," 
too, are the distinctions of wealth. The rich (Voyages, vol. 2, p. 520;) and this was in 
paint their faces daily; the poor renew the latitude 5:3° 52', on the same parallel with Lab· 
paint only when the colors begin to disappear. rador, and se\'C'Lt! degrees north of Quebec; 

These are the same people who for more but he stops with ;1 simple statement of the 
than a celltury have been a. terror on this ;::;\l~g(':-ti\'(> f::::r't. Thi:-::., however, was inconsist­
coast. It. was Kolosehians who rceei,·ed the ent wilh the received idca at the time. A 
two boats' crews of the Russian discoverer in I i(r'o."l'apher, wltO wrntejust before Cook sailed, 
1741, as they landed in one of its wooded ' has a ch"pter to show that the climate of Que· 
COV('S, and 110 survivor returned to tell their lJ('C' ('ontinnc.3 acruSS the continent, and by 8 
{'LtC. They were the actors in another tragedy 'natural cOll'e'llH'lIce that America is colder 
at the heginning of the century, when the Hus· , than Asia. I ref(,r to the Memoires Gengraph· 
sian fort at Sitka was stormed and its defenders i'llre" of Eng,·I, (page lall.) He would have 

fllt to <.kath, some with excruciating torture. I Le'ell a:-:I()lli ... dl(~d lwu he seen the revelations 
~i.~·i[ln<.:ky. who~e visit was shortly afterward, I (1f an 1--0tlH rmnl map. "bowing that precisely 

founll thl'!11 "a :-:hrewd, bold, though pcrfidious. tlH~!I" I'se i'i trllt' tIllt the climate of Qnchec 
IH)()llle," \',IIIJ,,,,e chiefs used "very EuLlimc ' lilll.:'S Il,)t continue across the contillent; that 
expre,'si!)I1,'." and swore oaths, like that of I the Par·ific coast of our continent is warmer 
])elll'),III"!I<", lJY their ancestors lil'ing and 'than tIl<' eorre'I>onding Atlantic coast, and that 
dead, "rulling heaven, earth, SUll, moon, and I America is warmer than A . ..:ia, so far at least 
stars to witness, particularly when they want I: as ('an 11(> determined by the two 0J'I 0II,3it" l'(13StS. 

todeceil'e."' (Voyage,p.lG.) Since then the I Suchi.,lh,· i'<llal']<:truth:"f,,,I,i,'hthrre 
fort has been rcpeatedly threatened by these I are 1,]';lllil·,,1 The Flora on the Arneri· 
warriors" \\h<? mulliply by reenforc~rncnt~ I can sid(" C\'vll ndlrjll:~ ~lra~!s, is more vi~-
from the interIor, so that the governor III 18:1 ( I i uruu~ 1.11:1,11 t 1J:,1 un t ll!--' ~\ -la11(, side; the Amen­
said, ..... \ 11 LIIlI;.Jl seven hundreu only are now II can mOlllltuins hiln~ It'::-;; snow than their Asiatic 
in the llci;,:ldJuriJuuJ SJ'\'C.ll thouRand .m. ayarrive I neighbors. Among many illustrations of the 
in a few ltl)nr~.)' (rkI('lIer's YO'ya~l'l vol. 1, I temp('l'attlr(~ T know none more direct than 
p.04.) A little later their """.'/:"", ,.I,:.ra('j,l' tbt l'mlli·l".l !.yll". hk Hnn. William Stlll'gis, 
was recognized lly Sir George SimJl:..:nn. \Vhell ! of nn...:toll. ,,:I1(~ was f:lflliliar with the northwest 
he pronounced them "nnmerons, t!'I',ldll:TIII\.-;, 'I coast at 11:,_, :)' '''::llljilJ~ of the c('Tltnn', in a lee­
and fierce," in contrast with Aleutians, '\ .. hOll1 I ture on till' ()I"":'11I question in 1< 1:" After 
he descrihes as "peaceful even to cowardice." remarking tl"lt t I,,· climate there is" altogethcr 
And yet this fighting race is not entirely intlo· milder and Ill" willkl' less severe than in cor. 
cile, if we may credit recent report, that its responding htilll'l, " on this side of the conti. 
warriors are changing to traders. nent," he I'l''''''''''\s to testify that, "as a 

Cr- t proof of its Illild!!,'"" he had passed seven win· 
tma e. ters between the latitudes of 51° and 57°, fre. 

III. From population I rass to Climate, which quently lying so near the Rhore as to have 8 
is more irhportant, as it is a constant force. small cable fast to the trees, and only once was 
Climatc is the key to this whole region. It is his ship surrounded by ice sufficiently firm to 
the goveming power which rnles production bear the weight of a man." But this intelli. 
and life, for nature and man each must con· gent navigator assigns no reason. To the com. 
form to its laws. Here at last the ohservations man observer it seellled as if the temperature 
of science give to our inquiry a solid support. grew milder traveling with the sun until it 

Montesquieu has a famous chapter on the dipped in the OCean. 
influence of climate over the customs and Among the authorities open before me I 
institutions of a people. Conclusions which quote two, which show that this difference of 
in his day were regarded as visionary or far· temperature between the Atlantic and Pacific 
fetched are now unquestioned truth. Cli mate coa~ts was imagined, if not actually recognized, 
is a u.niversal master. But. nowhere, perhaps, dUl'mg the last century. Portlock the English. 
does It appear more eccentrIC than in the south· man, who was on this coast in 17h7 after say. 
ern portion of Hussian America. Without a ing that during stormy and unsettl~d weather 
knowledge of climatic laws the weather here th . h db ·Id d k 
would seem like a freak of nature. But a brief th~the i~ "i~~lil~d t~nthi~k'S7.~:\I;e"~IT!:t: 
explanation shows how all its peculiarities are here is not so severe as has been ge;,erally 
tbe result of natural causes, which operate supposed." (Voyage, p. 188.) La P6rouse, 
with a force as lUlerring as gravitation. Heat the Frenchman, who was here the sarna year, 
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and had been before i~ Hudson bay) on the \1 But tl,,':" forces are aillcd essentially by the 
otber ,1<10 of the contl11ell!. Rays stIll more confirruratlOn of the northwe,t. coast with a 

1· . I b "I I' , I' I" . , exp 1.Clt y t ~t .t Ie ~ Imatl~. Ol t II~ coast ap: , lofty n.nd 1.lllp~'IIl'lralJll' barricade (,r I.uullntain~, 
p~':~rc"'l to hun Infilllt(·ly mdll!,j' than that ot hy whIch Its 1.,;Jand . ..; and harbors nre IIl'ole'deu 
11'1,1".'11 I?ay in the ,anll·\atitwj,.. alld that th,' from .th,' .colil IIf the n~rth. O""'1,\il'~ the 
pIIlP."; wluch he had mt)a~llre(l ]wt't' \';(-1'1' llltH.'ll I Aleutl3.n I:-'lalld.-;, traversmg the l>l':Jill:-:,ub ()f 
br~l~r.n (VoyagE', vol. ~,p. 187.1 Lall~,ddrf) , Ab: .. ,l.:a, and rtllllJillg' ~d1)ll'! the margin of the 
when at Sitka in 1801\ rt:corus that .:'Ill' .. loilIl ocea.n tu tlH'lalill1tll' ofr)lo ·10', this Irl()Ulilain 

1). \\\)If, a citize~ of the Unitl·d :-:ta\":-:, wh.') riLlg(~ is a climatic uivision, or, aceoruing to a 
had 1 the wlllicr nt the :-:1·!tl"IIlI·flt,I "l~ (~I rlll:H\ geogrnphrr, a "climatic shed," such 
m:\1 '~' .. , ;".',1 at finuing the t:\,j,\ ]1''':) seyere \1 as }H'rhaps l'xi:-.l-; Ilo,vherc (·lsc in the world. 
than at 1.: ".'11, Rbnde Isbn,], and otherPro\" Here are .\11"', some of them ,"!ealli .. , witb 
iuces of th" United State', \Y],il'h lie more to the I ;I[(ll1l1! St. Elia; higher than '[IIl1t Bbnc, 
:--:'cnttll.~' (Voyage". YII1. ~. p, 101.) I~ ~t;llJ(lillg on gilaI'd aga.inst the ~\rctic Circle . 

. \11 this i, now ,'xl,hir1<',1 hy certain known II SO it seems even without the aid of science. 
fore'" in nat.lfl·, nrthl'" till' most important Here is a dike between the icy waters of Beb· 
~:-: a tll,rm:11,t'llrr':lIt ill tll," P;\I'ilil', cor~espo~d-I ~iDg Sl'<l a.n,d the milder Southern ocean. Uere 
Ing to th,) (Tldf ~:rl):tm III th,' ~\tbl1hc. 1h('. IS a partItlllll IH lWI'I'll the tr(,I·11':-:,-) ll<Jrtb('rn 
latter, it" Ill'l'!ill ill tl\(' IJl'ateu watr.'r."5 {·n:! . ..;! ;!lJ(l tIll' ,ruud",l coast (,I' lLe l\('llaiaIl9 
of the (~'l:f ~rl.''Xil·(). tIll\\"": :1..::t rin-'rthnHIgh Ii and K()]o.-..cIJi:IIl:":. II,'re is a f'.'lJl:e which tiep­
the OC(':lllll,\rtll\·:;I\'!l.l'l~l·ifl·lirl'! Englund. Lath- 'ar:dl',-'; Ih,' ani!llall\ill.~dclrn ofthi..: rl'::;il)[l~ It'av­
ing Non"~;.", tillil warlllillc.; all wiihin its infJu- illg (Ill one ;-·itl", t]lI: ,ralnl:'; ~l!lll il"."j'vx from 
('IltC'. A ~illl~~:lr :-:trpalll in th~ l':lcifi(', some- !I the Frozen O('I':lll" and Oil tilt.: Cltlll'r :-i,jp the 
tinF':" c:llk,l tll!' ,TapaIlt':-:e '·\lITI'lI!. ha\-iug its 1 humming Lird from the tropir''', I ; imply 
nri::;in u:.·l·'r tl\l' equator Hear the PhilippiIH.';'; reI)cat the ~taklll'-'l1h of geugrapll.'", AIJl1 IlUW 
alll] th,:~ )hhcr-:ts, amid llO common iH'ats. you will not fail to nlJ;.;;cn-e how II) tlli.-.. (,Oll-
uftf'r Y:0.<.:hin:; tIll' :1l!('il'llt empire of Japan figllration the tlwrmal currl!nts of OCean and air 
8W\.."I.:'I'::; 1l,lrthwar1l'111til. f'l1"Jlliug two branches, are left to l'xl'rci.c.:,' a1l1hcir climatic pCIIYl·r. 

OTlf' mo\'es onw:ll',l tll 1l"hrillg' straits and the There i.-.; one other climatic ill{·itlUlt hlJre, 
otlll'r bends ea.'t":;lr,1 111"11e; till' Aleutian iol· whieh is now easily explained. Early navi· 
an!}-." and then ::::rildlly,';\rtl ;111 Ill'..!' the coast of gators 1'1'1'''1"11 the prevailing moisture. All are 
~itkl. Or('~on, anll (';dil'nrllia. (;"')~rapl1pr~ (·llYI,l(ll,l·tl in I~)~. Behring llanll'::l an island 
haYI' (lr.':~('["il)I.'11 thi'i "11":11(,1'," whi, .. lt ill thl~ FtI.~:~y. AIHd]11 r gives the same (1l':-;igllation 
I,]\\", r L~;:,:,:ll ..: j" :1.., Li)l as .',1° If F:dIH·nll(·it, to a (':ql'.' at the southern vxtl·l.llIiiy of' !tll;:;-
and eVen far to the north it is a~ lligh as !jIP. sian.'\ llj"ric;). C, H Ik records fog. La Pcrouse 
..\ chart now before me in Findlay's P{/I'UI,' 8pea]~s OfC')lLlillll( .. l rain al1(1 fo~ in 111(: month 
Ol'l:(fll j)i,'cr/r"o·.'I llC"lrlr:ly~ its course as it of Augu:-;t. And now vi.-;itur;-:, whether for 
warms ~n runny i..:bnu.., and <:.:\lch an ext':nt of science or l)Il:;illP.,·:') make thE~ same r"l,ort. 
('n~\..:t. An officer of the l!lIitl.'d States Nnxy, The forests tc,.,til}'al,..:o .... \('('(J\"(lillgto Phy, ... it:al 
Liclltc'n:-.~'lt Bent, in a paper LC,r(Il"I' the n l·!)- n'·(l.~raUhy it lUldll not I)l' otlH.:n,'i . .,;e. The 
gr,qlhic1l ~,ociety of New York, while exhibit- \r:.J.rlll air from the ocean eIlC'lil!lt(.'rill.~ the 
ing the' jlJf111(Cl!l('f~ of this current in mitigating ~1l()\\'-('ap!)I'(l mountains would nat'lr.illy pro­
the dill'.~,tt; of thp northwe~t cna<::t, mentions duce tiJi-.; n'~m1t. TIaill is nothill:"; but atltltJs-
thot yc""I, on the A,iatil' side, becoming nn- l,h,·I',: conden"ed and falling in d1"1"; to the 
wi,·]'ly with accumulations of ice on t hi' hull I'art h. Fog is atmosphere stilll181d 111 "olcll ion, 
flnd ri'!'2"i'l'?, run over tn tlll' hirrher latitude on hut so far ClllHh'JI.":I.'ll a::; tl) IW\'(,lill' \ j"ildc. 
the A~11~"i'i'I~::tll side and" thaw ~ut." nut the Tlli-.. conden~atioll occurs when tIll' :tir i~ chilled 
t(:I,i,l waters which melt ill':': icc on a y(>~ . ..:d 1)), ('Olil:lI't with a colder :t11Jll"I,I)(,I I ', Guw, 
I1ln;,.t change the atrno:'llllE:rr:: wherever they tl]('.'i(~ n'l"Y conditions Ul'l"Ur ull 111(' .JlI)rlliw(.':-..t 
flow. coa~t. TI}{' ()(T:tll air, as it ('OlllP:-; 111 contact 

[ h01''''' ~'()1\ will not rrgard tll(' illustration with the dn'ated rallgl', i::: cllilled until its 
fi' too f'l1,ili:Jr if I remind yon that in the moisture i; set free. 
8(,,)11"10), "C" household pipes of hot water are Add to these illfluences,. c"pecia\1y as reo 
sometinles employe(l in tempering the atmos- gard:3 ~it]:;:l) th." IJrI' . ."CllCl: lit l,ll"IIII!i;i.111 lllass~s 
phere by heat carried from below to rooms n11l1 of dense !orests, all t,"n,1"'g tllnmke thiS 
above. In the economy of nature these ther- coast warmer III wmt('r :lIl,l culJtT 111 summer 
mal currents are only pirr;-; or hot water, mod- than it woulJ ()lhen\:i~c l>l'. . _ 
ifying' tIle climate <d' CI)II:illl'lil..; Ly'carrying l'ra,·tical olJ.-t'natlUll ha,') Yl'nhl'u these con­
hcat from the warm ('i:-:tr'rn" cd' tb(.' SUll!h into ('lll~:i(ln~ of :..:ci(·ncc. AllY i.'lltlll'i"mal map is 
tllf~ most distant p1aN's or thro north. ~n also E'llo11gh for uur pnl'pf),'-"I'; but Ih(·r\.' an: others 
there are sometimes pip(>..; or hot nir, ha\'illg:J. wllich show the rela.tive c()lldililll)'; generally 
similar Jl'I1'],o;e; and these, too, are fU1I11l1 ill of different portions of the gl11I,,·. I ask 
this rC'.~;rHI. EVI'l"}, ocean wind, from f:vel'Y attention to tllOi:iC of E"t:ith JuLII.~,lUII, in his 
quarter, as it trllYerses the str~am .of heat, a(]mir~ble atlas. But I ~'!n gLill tn l,rl'seut.n 
ta1,p< up the warmth· and carries It to the climatIC tablc of the PaCIfic coast 111 eompan· 
coast, so that the oceanic current is reenforced SOil with the Atlantic coast, which h", been 
by an aerial current of constant influence. . recently compiled, at my reque,t, from the 
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r.rchives of the Smithsonian Institution with 
permi3sion of its learned secretary, by a col­
laborator of the Institution, who visited Rus· 
siau America under the auspices of the Tele· 

graph ComplllY. In studying this table we 
shall be able to comprehcud the relati\'e posi· 
tion of this region in the physical geography of 
the world: 

)'lel1ll Temperaturo in Degrees PrcclrJitation in Rain or sncw'l 
:Fabrcnheit. Depth in Inches . 

. ~ 'I ~ II J 0 ~ II 

J; j ~ .r;: I~ 
~t. :J[i,·h:l,·l,·, Russian America ......... ~'3.7') 52.~j ~7.0() 7.00 27.-!S i 

Lat. ".;...' :':"1' 45' North. 

I 
Fort YoukoD. Russian America ............ 1·L2~ 50.67 17.37 23.80 16.D2 

L:lt. (ncar) 67°. 

I 

- I. 

Ikll!::'mnt.l!m.",i:1D America .................. hl.G2 4~'.:~..! I 36.05 0.0,j 24 •. :>7 
LaLljlJ j" .. 

1'3.32 15.75 : 32.10 23.7i I 89.94 

- '0 I 3.03 15.13 20.1,:> : 46.98 /.;: .... 
I 
: 

4J.lj Sj.~O 16.43 4.85 ~1.7i 

6.65 u.uu I :2.G9 1';.,',1 ~2.92 

Sitka, 1: n~~i"n America ......................... 39.65 [l:~ .. '3i 43.80 32.30 4:?12 
Lat. CiiL'(I.;'. 

Pu~,·t :-"'(11),1, 'Vashington Territory ...... 48.83 63.44 .j1.:)1) ~~.:;S CO.7.) 
I Lat .. !'jJ (I,'. 
I Astoria. Or(>g'on ...................................... 51.16 61.36 G3.;)5 4~.43 5::?13 

Lat. 4Uo 11', 

San Fr:lll(·i...:('n, Ctllifornia ...................... :j,j,:3U 5:).~j':; 58.:20 50.~.j 55.73 
Lat. ;;j-' ;)'. 

Nain, L:lhr:lllof ..................................... 23.67 4S . .G'j 33.65 0.40 26.40 
Lat. ;:)jJ 111'. 

l',fnntrr'll. r.ll::1,b East. ............. . 41.20 68.53 41.93 16.40 1·' ...... • -.1 I 7.66 11.20 7...t.2 .j:! 27.00 
Lat. .j:-)u :~()'. 

PCI:;t1 J:~:) ?~~;~ illc ................................. .. G3.j:j 

F'L;l.I.:j\//]i;~~~~ll. New york ..................... '17.84 71.35 

Washington. Distric! of Columbia ..... " 5UD 

It will be seen from this t.ol,k that the win' 
ters of Sitka are rcbtin-I), warm. not differing 
much from those of y\·:\,hin~lnn, nnd several 
degrees warmer than those of l\L:W York; but 
the SUl11l1l<'\'S are colder. The mean tempera, 
ture nf ,,'inlc']' is 32° 30', while that of sum­
mer i~ [)::0 ::7'. The 'Vashington winter is 
38° 57'; the \Ynshington summer is 7:jO 1.17 / • 
These points exhibit the peculiarities of this 
coast-war III winters and cool summers. 

The winter of Sitka is milder tban that of 
many Europ"nn capitals. It i., much milder than 
that of St. Petersbnrg, ~Io,co\\', Stockholm, 
Copenhagen, Berne, or Berlin. It is milder 
even than that of Manheim, Stnttgard, Vienna, 
Sebastopol in the Crimea, or Turin. It is not 
much colder than that of Pariua. According 
to observations at Sitka in 1i'31 it froze for 
only two days iu December and seven days in 
Jannary. In February the longest frost lasted 
five days; in March it did not freeze during 
the day at all, and ran,ly in the nigbt. DurinO' 
the next winter the thermometer did not fall 
below 21° Fahrenheit; in January, 1834 it 
reached 11°. On the other hand a temp~ra-

4' -, I 01 -., 
.J.'.) 1_ .. )-

53"'~ '}<} 3') .. I 0" " 

5ar91 , ~:j.S'j 

J~.'j8 i 

51.82 11.69 

53.60 10.43 

11.64 9,88 

, I ' 
10.31 I 43.22 

10.53 10,16 10.06 1 41 .24 

I tn rp of !',1j0 has been noted in January, T],e 
1'1 )iLIL .. i, ':l,l is open throll~hont the yenr, and 
ouly a few land-locked bays are frozen. 

: '1'10' prevailing dampness at Sitka makes a 
! rc,i,j"u('" there far from agreeable, although 
I it ,1""", uot appear to be injurious to health. 
En'~hull is also damp, but Englishmen boast 

I that theirs is the best climate of the world. 
I At C;itb the annual fall of rain is eighty·nine 
! inchl;s. Till; mean annual fall in all England is 
'I forty inches. although in mountainous districts 

of Cumberlan,l and Westmoreland the fall 
I amonnts to ninety and even one hundred and 
forty inches. In Washington it is forty-one 
inches. The forests at Sitka are so wet tbat 
they will not burn, althongh frequent attempts 
have been made to set them on fire. The 
houses, which are of wood, suffer from the 
constant moisture, In 18:!8, there 'vl'rl' twenty 

! days when.it rained or snowed continuously; one 

1 

hundred aud twenty when it rained or snowed 
part of the day, and only ,ixt"·-ix days of 
clear weather. Some years IIIli'v forty brigbt 

i days have been connted. Hind';. the natural· 
I ist, records ouly thirty-seven" rcally clear and 
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fine days." A scientific observer who was 
there last year counted sixty. A visitor for 
fourteen ,lays found only t\\'o whr'n nautical 
observations could be made; but the"" were as 
fin,e. as he had ever known. in any country. 

I he whole coast from Sitka to the peninsula 
of Alaska seems to have the same continuous 
climate, whether as reO"urus temperature or 
moisture. The island at' Kodiak anu the re­
cess of Cook's inlet are outsiue of this climatic 
curve, so as to be c,ampal'lltively ury. Langs­
dorf reports the Wll1ters "frc'lllcntly so mild 
in the lower parts of Kouiak that the snow 
uoes not ~ie upon the ground for any h'IJO"th 
of time, nor is anything like seycre culu felt." 
The Aleutian islands, further west, nre some­
what colder than Silka, althouO"h the ditlcrence 
is not great. The summer tel~perature is sel­
dom above CGo; the winter temperature is more 
seldom as low as 2° below zero. The snow 
falls about the heginning of Octoher, and is 
seen sometimes as late as the end of A pril' but 
it does not remain long on the surface. 'The 
mean temperature of Ounalaska is about 40°. 
Chamisso foulllI the temperature of spriu" 
water at the lJl'ginlling of -the year to be 38'6 
50'. There are some years when it rains on 
this ishn,1 the whole winter. The fo"s prevail 
from April till the miudlc of July, w'ben they 
seem for the time to be driven further Harth. 
The islands l10rthwarll tlJward DeL ring straiL.; 
arc prol'ortioHately col,ler, I)ut yon will not 
fClfget that tltO .cmerican Qoast is milder than 
the oppo,ite coast of Asia. 

From ~Ir. D~nnister I have an authentic 
statement with regard to the temperature 
?orth of the Aleutians, as observe.l lJY himself 
III the autumn of lOU;; and the months follow­
ing .. Even here the winter does not g"elll 00 

terrible fl3 i::i sometimes iLUagiucd. During 
most of lile time work co"I,1 be ,lone with 
comfort in the open air. It was only when it 
stormed that the men were kept within uoors. 
In transl",,'i,,~ "'I'1,1i"s from St. Michaels to 
Nulato, a <1:,:.,,,",. uC two hundreu and fifty 
ml1<-.s. lll<',\' fuund no hardship, even when 
olJligf:d_ to lJi\ClJlI;l(~ in the open air. 

U" :; "" ,," sound and the Kwichpak river 
winter Illay be said to commence at the enu of 
September, although the weather is not SC'vcre 
till the end of October. The first snow falls 
abont the :2l)th or :2·'th September. All the 
small ponds and lakes were frozen early in 
October. TIl" Kwichpak was frozen soliu aLout 
the 20th or :2:;111 of this month, On the 1st 
November the harbor at St. Michaels was still 
open, but 011 the morning ofihe 4th it was frozen 
solid enough for sledges to cross on the ice. In 
December there were two thaws, one of them 
accompanieu by rain for a day. The snow was 
about two feet deep at the end of the month. 
January was uniformly cold, and it was said 
that at one placc sixty-five miles northeast of 
St. Michaels the thermometer descended to 53° 
below zero. February was unusually mild all 
over the country. In the middle of the month 
there was an extensive thaw, with showers of 

!,ain. About half of the snow di"'I'I"'ared, leav­
mg m?ch of the ground IJ:ll'c. 1la\'C'lc was 1,1'-'0,­
ant, Without \'L'I'Y cold weather. Its m. :Oil tl'lll­
perature was :2u'J

j
; its minimum was ;JO below 

zero. 
Spring C~JlnllH:IICCS on the Kwiclq,ak the 1st 

~Ia.y, or a fl'\\' day:) latL:l', when tlll_' Lird" rduru 
anll Ycgdatioll lw:..;-ill."; to appear. TIlt' itT ,1iJ 
not l'lItil'viy di:-c-.aj'jwar from the river till aCtt:[ 
the :21)th Jlay. Tllv ;;cn. icc continuc:,l in tbe 
bay lOt' "I. )lid"" ls :t., hk n., 1,1 ,I ulle . Tile 
summer tl'lllpl'l'atUl'l' is much hi,-,lJ1'I' ill the ill" 
terior of tllE~ cOlllltry than on the coa:::t. Pal'tic:\ 
traveling on the Kwichpak in June l'IJ:1Jl I1ailll'U 
sometimes from the heat. 
.T}le river Youkon, which, flowing into the 

h_wICbpak, helps to swell that stream, is navi­
gable for at least four, if not un·, months in 
thc year. TIC\! thermometer at l'"rt Youkon 
is sometimes at (J.j:l below zero of l'nltrenheit, 
and t', 'I' three months of a recent winter it stood 
at .jOO below zero without variati'Jll. In ~nlll· 
mer it ri,"t,s above 80° in the sll:ttk'; lint a hanl 
fro::;t occurs at tillH:8 in ~\.ugl\st. Till: .'Ilut Invest 
wind brings warmth; the 1l~0rthC'ast wilJlllJl'ings 
cold. Some years there i,,,; llU rain flit' llluntlli:i. 
and then again shower:;; altl'rllatt~ wi I h :-- \lnshine~ 
TI1(_' ~llnw packs hard at an aYl.:ra'~I' Id two awJ 
a half feet ueep. The ice i; fuul' or live feet 
thick; in a severe wintcr it i., ,ix feet thick. 
Life at Fllrl Yt)UkUll un,der these rigors of 
nature, allluligh nOt invItll1g, is l1(.t intoler 
able. 

Such is the climate of this extensive region. 
so far as is known, along it::; coa:)t, among its 
islands, and on its great rivers, from its souih­
el'l1 limits tu its most northern icc, with con­
trasts and varieties such as Milton describes: 

"For hot. eo)l(~. ll1"i c t and dry. four ChilIllpions fierce 
Strive here fur lI1a~tery." 

l-(;Ic/(I/;lc Products. 
IV. 1,{;!(ltfl1dc j)J'/J,luf'!s dppr:llu upon elimate. 

They arc ,Ict':rmin,·d by its hws. Therefore 
what has bccn alrcCldy ,,,i,1 upon the one pre­
pares the way for the consideration of the other; 
and here we have the reports of navigators and 
the suggestions of science. 

From the time "Ii., coast was fIr-( visited 
navigators rqllJrt",l th(~ ;l"II+:('t-; which nature 
assumed. Ultl tll\'ir~11111()rtlllliti('."werecasual, 
nnu they were ol.!i·.S,·,II" "onlin,' thcmselves to 
what was lll~I:·~l ulJ", illll.":, .\:::" (,i\'ilization did 
not exist, the (lilly YI·~ctalJll' llfo,1urts were iudi· 
genous to the soil. Thc~l~ w('rl-, trees, berries, 
anu plants. At thr' fir.st lanolin". on the dis­
covery of the coast I,y j;,·hrill':, ,,',ller fount! 
among the pl'ovi.-:illll>':; ill nl1l~ uftlll' I IlILall cabins 
"a sweet herl) drl',";sl'(l j<ll' fu()d in the same 
manner as in KtLlllt:OO:f'liatka." TL:d .. sweet 
herb" is the first H'.~,·t"I,i<: production of which 
we have auy record on this coast. At the same 
time, although ashore only six hn"r-. this nat-
uralist I' gathered herbs an(1 such a 
(Juantity to the ship that the of them 
took him a considerable time." This descl'ip-
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tinn it is said was adopted afterwards in the II enti~ely <li,~pr;r"r. The first settlement on 
Flora Siherie'I. the Island nl h n(IJ:ll( was on the southwestern 

Trees were noti0ed even before 1ondin".·' en"'I. but the want of timbcr there cansed its 
Theyentc·riutodescriptions nndnreoftenilltl'lJ- I tran.' rl'r tl) tl](' Ill)rthl':l<.:b:rn ('n~L;.:t, where there 
dured t" ill('ra."I~~ thr f':l\·a~2;~~ \\'il(ln('~s of tlH~ I :Ir(\ .. (·'Hl.",id"raJ,le fore~t.-; of fine tnll trees," 
sceue. L:t P;'roll::.:r rloll1)ts 'l if the dC0p \':11- nllt ''i'hf')'(' 1]'(,(':,\ are w:lllting gr:l::'::-'; secm~ to 
lies of tLe All';; and thl~ pYl't'llf'P:; rr~Hent a ;tLllllnd Thi~ i . ..; the (':t"'(' with Kouiak. the 
piehlrr so fJ'i,!ldClIl :'1)(1 at tll(' ~'allle tllne so 1'1 1lllI'dll of \1,,,1\ \, :11111 tlH3 .Alt'nti.lll J-,!<illdi"i 

I.iet." r,' ",. (". ".-1. i ("h wo"ld deserve to be visited generally. 1 It th,,<p 01111.,1,0 I, 1. I ibeled by the 
1\- the ~urilll\'-' if it W('I'(' not :1t onp of the immortal Y('I"(' of C:tIlll,1IPII. It:l" been the most 
(~~tl'emiti,'~ (If the «I1'tll. It (TI)])).:!. P;\.';I' dI J .'-Tl'il)(',1. 'This well:known island is without 
1·1!.1 Li,·,·,n-Ly. as he approached the coast Ii trees; bllt it ,,'c'ms :'m~lll:crl .. \· a(lapte.J to the 
"f ~i!l"l. ),l'cf)nh that" nothing pr".~f'II'(',I .!!rqwth of grnc.:s, WlllCh IS (I{,('n ~'-) lll.';h as to 
it-:rlftn t IF' view l'llt impenpfrahlf' woods reach- i!lll,,"(l,,> the tnt \'1,11'1' alld to 1)\-I'r- 11>}I even the 
ing from the wat.er side to Ihr' Y<TY tops of the willu,,"s. 'QIC .monntains themse}ves ~re for a' 
highest mountains, so ",il,1 all,1 gloomy that cn""dcrahlc J,1Iallcl'. cloth"d WIth ~'Ich turf. 
they appeared morC' a1laptpd f~Il' the residence (h'~-' of tilr,,,,,·e. :o:c(·nf'~ 18 l'epreRente,d In a rrmt 
of wild beasts 11,"" cof m',,," IPn~~ 11:;.) whICh you WIll find among the Ylews of the 
Liltke port.rays thl? ., savage aull Ilict1\r~'~(llte \,I.',~('.tatioll of tlH' PU('ilie ~~ tl!e LO,Il,d?1l repr~· 
R·I.e~t"' of the whok northwest coast. (lorn. du.ct.lon of tIll' w?rk of h~tt!Jtz. Ihls pec~h. 
1. }f8,!C 101.) anty '\'a~ firRt notlced hy ( lin].:, who f!.ays, WIth 

lie:. navigators landed thp," saw n:!1I:re in :1 sailor 8ent(>ntiou~np:-:". that he did not see 
detail; antI here tll~'Y \H'1'(' lrnprl'-::,:::,'.l hy tllp there" a ~·ill.~d(> :-:tick of w~od of any size:" 
size of the trees. I'""k li'lll., at Prinr·c "-il- but" plenty (,f gra's Yery tlllck and to. a great 
liam sound "(~"Il:ll1:l anu I-'Pl'lWf' IIi!!!'. ~nlll(' :! length." Li',tk,~ recordstlnl1 nfterJr.avmg Bra~ 
of them tnJ,~r;\],1y large." La PI"rllll"p nllll(lc,~ :1 zil he met nothing sO agreeable:1:'3 the grass of 
to trers more than once. He dl':.:('ril)(,~ pillP:-;' thiR lRlancl. 
measurin rr six f,'et in diameter :1:ld one IInll- I, Xnl'th of .Ab~l,ft, on Behrin!!sea, the forests 
dred and'~forty l~_'I,t in hl,jghL and thl'll ngtlin do not approach tlJP rn;l:o.:t. PX;Pllt at the heads 
introdllCE'S ns to "those :o.:1!1'Prh l,ino~ lit /"11' the of kty~ and sonnds, althongh tllP~T abound in 
lUa~t~ nf onl' l:lr'~r""t Yl'.'"' "L." p, 1J'llnr'),: 11(01 if·,'>; the inlpriur, anu f'xlc!l.d even to within a short 
in Cook~s inlE't dwood of different Li,li]."; ill dj';tallcO (If the Frozen ocean. Such is the 
great abunaan('(', sneh as l,inf', hJ:w1( hir('h. p('r.'~nnal tp,..;timony of a scjpnti fie ohRerver who 
witch hazel, undpoplar; many offlWl ;1'" l"r'-"I has recently J'('tl!rnf_'rl fronl thi.:- rrgion. In 
rnongh for lower masts to a ~hip of f(lIll' ill!ll- Knrtllll's ~nlllld Conk. who was the first to Yi~it 
dred tons burden j" :1n,-l then n.~;\ill at I),~I'! it, reports" n. cnn~t covered with wood, nn 
Etches he noticed "trees of the llill(' kind. agrepable sight,)) and, on walking in the coun­
:;;ome V(,f,\' lnr'!(', a good quantity of alder, a try)" small spruce tr('r~, none more than six 
kind of h:w·1. hilI not larger than will do for or ri·,ht inches in diameter." The next day 
mahing I ~lll,l '-:j ,.i!;: c,"'. ' , ~tI('arC'~ r('port~ " wfln r]., h(' :o:cnt men ashore "to cut brooms', which 
thick," [lIen" tl1., black pine in great plenly, I lw nceded, and the branches of spruce trees 
capable of m:lbng excellent sp:1r.;." "an-II for brewing: beer." On the Kwichpak and its 
couver r('ports in latitude (;0° I' "a woodland' :illl'lcnt, the Youkon, trees are sometimes as 
(·("ll1tn-." . -;·I.",'r, wh~ 'Yas there a little.la~er, I hi;;l: as ~ hundre~ feet. The SI~I?ply of timber 
In the "::l'":ltt",,, of BIllings, saw trees SIX f,~ct nt:-;1. ,ltchaels IS from tbe drdt wood of the 
in diame"'l' :llir! one hnndred and fift.'" f""1 in II rin·1". Near Fort Yonkon, at the junction of 
height, "exerll'llt wnOl1 for fdlip,hnildill.:;." II thf' PorC'l1 p iJl.Q and the i"'onkon, are forests 
In Prince 'Vill;:l .1 ,::nllllU the fhip "took ill a Io!' ]Iille, p!J!d;lr, willow, and birch. The pine 
",riety affine spars." ,,"r1 he I'roc.·.·:L to ~ay. i, 111f' ,,,"'1 ]oic:ntiful j but the sl11all islands in 
:·Th,. timb~r coIlU],ri'f"cl a yariety of pin,:s nt' I the great river are covered with poplar and 
Immense thIckness alld 1"·I.~l(t, some entll"coly I WIllow. Immense trunb rollin[! under the 
tough and fibrou'. all(1 of tlInc we marIe our I fort show that there must j,e large-trees nearer 
best oars." Li,iallcky says that at 1\0(liok, the headwater,. . 
"for want of fir he ma,lc a new bowsprit of I But even in northern latitudes the American 
one of the pine trc('<;:, ",11kh nnswcrr'll admir- coast is not without veO'etation. Grass here 
ably." Llitke testifies to the "magnificent I takes the place of tree"s. At Fort Youkon 
pine ar;d lir".at Sitka, a?ding what s~ems un in latitude 07°, there is "a thin, wiry grass. 11 
InconSIstent Judgment WIth regard to Its dura· N avi"ators notice the contra,t between the 
hilit.y. Be]r'her notices Garden island, in lati- orpo~ite cna'l, of thc t,,-o continents. Kotze­
tude 60° 21', .as "co~'ered with pine treesj" buc, while in Behring straits, where tile two 
~nd tb-:n a.gal~ at SItka speaks of a "very approach each other, was struck by black, 
fine-graJned Imght ;yellow c,Ypress as the mn.'I: mossy rocks frowning with snow and icicles on 
valuable wood, whIch, be"'I~'3 lJ"(:':~ ~sed In the Asiatic , .. i<lc, while on the American side 
!Joats, was exr:orted to th.e SanlhV(r'h,~slands "eyen the snmmits of the highest monntains 
m return espeCIally for ChInese go,ods: were free from snow, and the coast was covered 

Turl1JDg westward. from Cook s llI!et the with a green carpet." (Voyage, vol. I, p. 
forests on the sea lme are rarer until they I 24V.) But the contrast with the Atlantic coast 
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of the continent is hardly less. The northern 
limit of trees is full seven degrees higher in 
Russian America than in Labrador. In point 
of fact, on the Atlantic coast, in latitude 57° 
58', which is that of Sitka, there are no trees. 
All this is most suggestive. 

N ext after trees early navigators speak often· 
est of berries, which they found in profu· 
sian. Not a sailor lands who does not find 
them. Cook reports "berries" on Norton 
sound, and" a great variety" at Ounalaska. 
Portlock finds at Port Etches" fruit bushes in 
great abundance, such as bilberry, raspberry, 
strawberry, and currant, red and black." At 
Prince William sound" any quantity might be 
gathered for a winter stock." Meares saw 
there" a few black currant bushes." Billings 
finds at Kodiak "several species of berries, 
with currants and raspberries in abundance, the 
latter white, but extremely large, being bigger 
thau a mulberry." Langsdorf finds all these 
at Ounalaska, with whortleberries aud cr::tn­
berries besides. Belcher reports at Garden 
island" strawberries, pigeon berries, whortle­
berries, and a small cranberry in tolerable 
profusion, without going in search of them." 
All these I quote precisely, and in the order 
of time. 

N ext to berries were plants for food; and 
these were in constant abundance. Behring, 
on landing at the Shumagin islands, observed 
the natives "to eat roots which they dug out 
of the ground, and scarce shaked off the earth 
hefore they eat them." Cook reports at Ouna­
laska "a great variety of plants, such as are 
found in Europe and other parts of America, 
particularly Newfoundland, one of which was 
like parsley and eat very well, either in soups 
or salads." La Perouse, who landed in lati­
tude 58° 37, finds a French bill of fare, in­
cluding celery, chicory, sorrel, and "almost 
all that exists in the meadows ancl monntains 
of France," besides several grains for forage. 
Every day and each meal the ship's kettle was 
filled with these snpplies, and all eat them in 
soups, ragouts, and salads, much to the ben­
efit of their health. Portlock reports at Port 
Etches, besides water-cresses, "just above the I' 

beach, hetween the bay and the lake, a piece 
of wild wheat, about two hundred yards long 
and five yards broad, growing at least two feet 
high, which with proper care might certainly be 
made a useful article of food;" at Cook's inlet 
he reports" ginseng and snakeroot." Meares 
reports at Prince William sound "snakeroot 
and ginseng, some of which the natives have 
always with them as a medicine." Billings finds 
at Kodiak" ginseng, wild onions, and the edi­
ble roots of Kamtschatka;" and then again in 
Prince William sound he finds" plenty of gin­
seng and some snakeroot." Vancouver finds 
at Cape Phipps" wild vegetables in great abnn­
dance." Langsdorf adds to the list at Ouna­
laska "Siberian parsnip, or sweet plant." 
These, too, I quote precisely, and in the 
order of time. 

Since the establishment of Europeans on this 
a 

coast an attempt has been made to introduce 
the nutritious grains and vegetables known to 
the civilized world; hut without very brilliant 
success. Against wheat and rye and a.""inst 
orchard fruits there a~ obstacles of cli~ate, 
perhaps insuperable. All these require sum­
mer heat; but here the summer i.~ compara­
tively cold. The northern limit of wheat is 
several degrees below the southern limit of 
these possessions, so that this friendly grain 
is out of the question. Rye flourishes further 
north, as do oats also. The supposeil northern 
limit of these grains embraces Sitka and grazes 
the Aleutian islands. But there are other 
climatic conditions which are wanting at It'a"t 
for rye. One of these is dry weather, which is 
required at the time of its bloom. Possibly 
the clearing of the forest may produce some 
modification of the weather. For the I,n·,,,n! 
barley grows IJCtter, ane! there is reason (.) be­
lieve that it may be cultivated successfully very 
far to the north. It has ripened at Korliak. 
There are many garden vegetables which have 
become domesticated. Liitke reports that at 
Sitka potatoes flourish; so that all have enough. 
Langsilorf reports the same of Kodiak. There 
are also radishes, cabbages, cauliflowers, peas, 
and carrots-making a very respectable list. 
The same, perhaps, lllay be found at Ounulaska. 
On Norton sound I hear of radishes, 1"·l't" 
and cabbages. Even as far north us Fort 
Youkon, on the parallel of Ii,·', ]!otatlws. peas, 
turnips, and even barley have been grown; but 
the turnips were ulliit for the table, being rot­
ten at t.he heart. A recent resident reports 
tbat there are no fruit trees, and not even a 
raspberry bush, and that he lost all his potatoes 
during one season by a frost in the latter days 
of July; but do not forget that these potatoes 
were the wall-flowers of the Arctic Circle. 

Thus it appears that tbe vegetable pro­
ductions of the country are representee! practi­
cally by trees. The forests which overshadow 
the coast from Sitka to Cook's inlet are all that 
we can show under this head out of whieh a 
revenue can be derived, unless we add gin ~\'ng, 
which is so much prized by the Chinese. :me! 
perhaps also snakeroot. Other things may 
contribute to the scanty support of a house­
hold; but timber will in all probability be an 
article of commerce. It has been so already. 
Ships from the ~andwich island.s have co~e 
for it, and there IS reason to beheve that thIS 
trade may be extended indefinitely, so that 
Russian America may be on the Pacitic like 
Maine on the Atlantic, and the lumbermen of 
Sitka may vie with their hardy brethren of the 
East. 

Here a question occnrs. These forests as 
described seem to afford all that can be desired. 
The trees are abundant, and they are perfect in 
in size, not unlike 

.. Tho talles! pine 
Hewn on Norwegian hins to be the mast 
Of some great admiral." 

But a doubt arises as to their commercial value. 
Here we have the inconsistent testimony of 
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Llitke. According to him the pines amI firs III tion of the '''''rk of Kittlito: present picture! 
which he calls .. wa~lliliccllt" constitute an I of these ,', c..(al)I,· prQ(luctIOns grouped for 
ulltl'ieJ.soul'ceofcolll(nercialwf~altb. :';ut utlly beauty and ill,(rn( !~'Jll: I rd;~r to th~se and 
CaliJ~)\,llia~ IJut other countries l)()or in trL'(~.-), nt'l) to the 1,~ at 111;1'] (11\ llll! Rcgwnsof 
li}~. ~"il:XlCO, the ,~all~\ i~'.il idlands, antI C\"\:ll re~jeluli,)n) the ,11.r tu i :t'.I·.,'li)~,1 at. the end of 
(Hill '''"Ill lJl't'd tllt'lJl. AIIU yet he does not the ndUlll€S contallllil-' J" I' II' I , f",\;I'..!.(_'. 
ClJ)j("'alanunfavorablejuugm€ntofthetillllJer, In turning irOlll the \"~II;:I,i,: l'\{JIIUl"t:-;(If' 
which U~ sl'ell in tile 11()1l~C;-) of Sitka, sufl'el'ing this region, iL will 110t Ii" out (d' if I refer 
from CUlI.::iLHIlL Hlui:-:;(ul'L', did nOL t;t!t'Il1 to be for onc lllorncut to its dl'!lji animals, for 
duralJlL,. (\Cnyagc, Tom. 1,pp. l()-J) 1.:11.) Sir these al:e lJl'!', :<'.1 ii_I ;I·.~I' .; \. "It '-lChl'rod· 
~d\\';~.d e~·ld1t!l' difl't.:l'.:-i froUl the l~u~~iall ad- ncts. t)ome tune ago It '\':18 ~t;;.l\:'d dJat l:uttle 
mirell. for he I'raioco "i'l'l'ially the timber uf ' had not flourished at Sitka u,,-iug to the wallt 
., the Li.',,: :Icl' btituJl.:;;, l·itll(}l' fur ''''1 Jar:) ul' 1 d;lIJ k." I of proper I Ja::-.l u rugc anu the dil~icuity of making 
(,"".'0,"", wI. 1, 1" ~Ul).) l'erilal"; its Jllr"-1 hay in a clim"te of such moisture. rIogsare 
bilily I~"IY depend upon the climate where it is more "a,ily sustainell, but ,ceding on fish, 
used, so tllat the timlJcr of this region Illay he instead of vegetable producls, their flesh ac· 
la~li'l.:"; t;tl(!ugh when trausporteu to all(,: Ij(~r i tl11ilT~ a fishy taste, which uoes not rel'ummend 
cIilll"'''. In the rarily of trees on the isbulls, it. ",ur has there been neater success with 
and maililand of the l'aeific till' natural 'lll,!,l), 1"".Ilry, for this becomes tIl" prcy of the crow, 
i:::; in l~u::,siuH ... ~merica. One of the ~arly lJ;J,vi~ • whose voracity here is absoilltely f:.dJldous. A 
gator" C"CIl imagined that China must look this I Koloschian tribe traCl'o its origin to this bird, 
way. and he expecled tlla!' .. the woods wuuld which in this neighhorhood migLt be a fit pro· 
yi~lu a balillsome revenue when tllC Hll:o;sian genitor. X ut content with t:iwoopill~ upon 
comllil'i'CC with Chi,m should be established." hens and chickens it d,:,c"mL upon hogs to 
Amll icall C"Illll1CrCC with China i8 establdlc,!. nibble at their tails, and so successfully "that 
P':l'lwps timl)er may bccol!!,' one of its staples. the hogs here are wilh"ut tails," and then it 

A l,roiilable COlllmeree ill timber has ulreaLi)' sconrs the streets so well that it is called the 
l)l'.~!lll at l)ll ..... t~t sOllnd. 1;)' the oLllcial returns ~~·avctl.:';I'l' of Sitka. TIlt! there are other places 
oi' l:-;Clj iL :ClJjIC:ll'."; that it was expo!'tt:d to a n10re L~\·urel1. The grass at Kodiak is well 
lUll;, 1i.1 of t,'rl'i~ll clJuntries and pia",:", in suited to cattle, and it is supposed that sheep 
~';Li{·11 1 !ilill YicLoria, lIonolulLl~ Callal), Tahiti, would thrive there. The gr~i:-';) at Ounaluslmis 
Call1{lIl' \",1 111,lLl.i., t f, AdcluiJc, ilOil.:':: I~OIl~, famous, alllJ Cook thought tIle climate good for 
Sydll'_Y' ~,il1:1t'·r;tlclf, LOllUOll, jldiJoltrlll', cattle, of which we have at least one illllstra' 
;~b~III:':; I,le, 1 'I ;',;. C(jlllii III 1.1 I, Ca1c~tla, llilo. tion. La.ngsuol'f reports that ,. a cow grazed 
C~'lJl' '1',)\, , •• c." ;~. (; IlaYlll:l.'. null Si,-~m; :ud there luxuriously for several years, and then 
tl1u.t ill tlii,,,; CU III HI l' t...' ,_' \\'L're employc(lllO le~t;, wa~ lost in the mountain.".:'· That grazing 
tlwll ,·i~L,~·t:n ~:I;l'~, tllil'ly harks, fonr lJl'i~~s, animal is a good \\'i[lll!.,~. l\:rlwIJ.i abo it is 
t\Vllll:,-"i...;b1 ~CL\)t)IJl·r,...;. alld kn :::tl!<.LUlll'.':l. 'llw i typical of the peaceful iullaiJltants. 
Yalll ',.' uf tile 11~lU1J(:r .al~d ,,,par~ eXIJ(Jrl(:~1 abflJ<ul I 
was v"cr halt n. mtlholl lludars. whIle more ~iI;J/c(,.r1 rro(!I(."'._~. 
than C)llt' timc6l1wt a!lI'JlllJl :_L1;Plw(ll'ua.-.:t- Y. In con ..... idtrin~ the illilleral l)J'oducts I 
wisp.. LLlL the coa . ..,l.-; !d' _~llJ~'r;l'a are: shall fir.")t :l:-:-k attelllion to such indications as 
darker with treeo than til""" {"rti,,:r ,uuth. I are alrorded by the early navigators. They 
The V~ll(,:-3 in which theY:ll fuuwl Ju lluL Ll'lurish were not g.!()l')gi:-..ts. InueeJ, geology was at 
as lu\': down as 1'11"'1 ,'mnd. ",orlll wart!, they that time unknown. They saw only what was 
arc numerous auel ""oily ac\'C""ii)lc. exposed. _\",1 yet during the lung interval thai 

In l'llr ,lay the Flor:t o[ tlie ""ast hus been has eIap,""! not very much has iJeen added to 
eXldlllv,l \\lLll care. KiltllLz, ,,,lio t'ltlW it as a their conclusions. The exi;.,tence of iron is 
ll:llUl;'.iist, }IUl'lray8 it with the l'llillU:-lia,";IJ1 of! hardly less ullcertaiu now than then. The 
an 1.,'.Ll i .. llavi.~'-ltor j but he ~pl'aks will! knuwl· i existence vi copper is hanlly more cu l~in now 
edge. J]". too, dwells on the .• sUl'j,rioill" than thell. Galt!, which is so often a t1:\lwerous 
l)Qw~·r alllI luxuriance" of tlw l,ill'-' r(lr(-':-,[.~: i:I III8 fatuus, did not a}Jpear to deceivetJthem. 
lj,.,.":",,,c tl1em with critical ,h,ill. Til" trees Dill. coal, which is mueh more desirable than 
Wl1i('~1 he ~idl:lll;iil';; are the l~jnlls <. '(( !lilli, /lS;,\'. g~ld, was repol'teu by s('n:ral, anu once at least 
Oi;';l i II ~'uislll'll fur ils delicate foliage; t1J!~ l'1JII{,~ WIth reasonable certaiuty. 
)[,,:, .I',/UI/'-" ""':1': '1)eci,·s, ri""l of til<; otller The boat that landed from Dehrin~, whell 
in hl_'i~)Jl; and PI/ills l'ulllsIJ'is ('ru\\"iw' iu he. (lisc?vered the coast, found among other 
sw:wq',\- ll,'l',liYilic3, auu not att:l{nilJ~ Iw;;lJt. thmgs" a '~'l1C::t::=tolle on which it. ~qlpl';lrcJ th~t 
III t11I_' cll"arlllgs or on the outskirts (Jf 1iJid,l'ts copper 1~1Il\'c~ had been ~baqll:llt'd, " ThIS 
a~e ,lil'll])" being chi~fly-a species ul' li/lI)I''', \Vas the first sIgn of that mill<'Ld ",."lth which 
WIth flowers of carll1ll1e and aromatic I'ruit. already excites such an interest. _\1. ,,"other 
About and over all are mosses all,1 liL'ilell,o point where Behring landed "uu~ 01' th', ArneI" 
invigorated by the constant moisture while i~ans had a kllife hanging by his side. of which 
colossal trees, u',lue:mined or uproo~ed; crowd Ius people took notice on account (,fits UllU' 

the surface, renllndmg the scientiGc ul);)\!l'\'er sual make." It has been .'ill)'f(I,~,'d that this 
~f tI,e ~ccumul~tion~ of the coal measures. knife waR of iron. ~ ext (':l'll~" t'""k who, 
T,';o lldlercut prlllts 111 the Loudon rel,ruduc- when in Prince William sonnd, saw .,'copper 
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and iron." . In his -,i.Il-~l;l~-I~I~l-t ~hc i:on came I! 111']'('-:1C;,,1' l)n~YI'-~ ::11-)'.~-\~:111l:1-1-)1-(' S(HlrCC of com­
through the I llt'.'l'\'('llil: 111 o[ Illdl:l:l trlbes from I TlH'n'l' hl·tl'.'l'I'li .\IIII'l'I(·a illlil ('hina." 
H;udson bay or tl~e s<:tt1eme~ts O~I the ertna- I It i, '·'l"·ci·llly wl"," WI' c"cl, lo cstimntethp. 
dIan In.l~es, and lll~ ed~tor refers .In a note to 1,1 1:lilll'raljli'llrh,'I,--; tll:11 we fc,d tln'waltt O1'r'8.1'O-
the knIfe seen by L,'l!nllg as COInIlIg from I III.' 1'111 \\ ,·know more oftlIe'rp';lll,r 
same quarter; bllt Cook th"\1,-~h~ that the cop- ,;II'I'1'i tl:all of till':" stationary citiz('n;: of 
tl('r wa."; Obt:l1IlCU near at home, ns the lIati\'C' . ..;, I, tIll' "Iil. \\-,. know IllUre (If the trci ", ~\. trcl~ 
'.dWll e:l,~~tg(!Ll in bart:·!', gave the idea "that Ii, I'll)) "i"III"), .\ llliiIeral is IlidII,·n in thf~ 
having S(j' "much of this Hwtal of their own II ('art!!. t:) lH' t"')l1nd 11.\' Ch::111('0 01' :;:('i(~ncC', Thus 
they wanted no more," Xatnrntlv t'I\(ln~h, f:ll' it ~~('PIIl~ a~ if l'11:lllCP nnly had l'U\(,ll. The 
for they were not far from the (\ll~pel' riH·r. I Itll.-.-i:11l (;n\-i'I'!Ill11'!lt b~ll(l(·;l over thp ('0\\l1t1''1 

~Im~rclle, the French officer in the sl'l'yil'P (If :1 to a tradill:.s cI)lI1pany, wh')se ('s(·lusin! il~I('rt';l 
:Sl':-:lll~ landed in ~igllt of :1\Iol1nt St. Elia...; ill 'I wa~ fl1r~. Thl' company nlll.\· followed it" 1111'~i-
117~!~ anu he reports Indi::.n::.; with arr,)w-llc';:-1I1'i ness when it looked to '\'il·l bl'a-.:ts with rich 
of copper, "which n1ade the ~palli:1 n1--> ~llS· sl~illS rather than to the soil. Its mines wC'r'_~ 
peet mines of this metal there." I.a P("rll\l~I'l above '!1'lltlllll, nlHl not l)(·!ow. There were aiS0 
who ":as [tl~n in this llf·;-=::Id)l)rl111I l '1, after IlWU· c~""J\ti:d ditliC'ultir's in t11c v,'ay of nnv ('xplnr-
tioning that the natllfalista or the l'xlll2Jition ations" Thc' interior "'as 1,r:1 r:tic':1Ily 'innecess-
a}lowed no rock Or stOllC to cocal'" observa- ible. The thick t~,,·e.'t. ,atmelt",l ,,·ith rain and 
tIOn, reports ochre, schist, mica, ,"(~r.:: 1>(1 rL' overgrown with WI..'t 1f1").,· . ...:(·" , llrc::)I.:'!lt(~ll, lbstade~ 
quartz, granite, pyritr>." of copper, I )11)ulJ~I.~·n, which nothin:.;.-lJUt enlightened Plltprpriso:' conl<l 
:]'ml coal, unO. then adds that ~ume lhill:.:·') ~!ll· ovrrCi)m('. EW'll at n. ~hort difitancc from the 
nounce that the mountains contain t!linf" of port of Sitka all effort had failed, an(1 the inner 
iron and cOP!"'r, He reports further tkt th.· recess"' of the isbnrl. only thirty mik, 1<rnad. 
natin"" had lL'..g:;t2l'.'i of iron and s01l11·ti!llt'.~ werc never ]lC'Ill'tratl_'(l. 
of red copper; that the latter ml·l:lI \Y:.!.~ com· The late Profl'.~·c;()r Henry n, I~wr('r:-;, in hiB 
mOll enough \yith them, r\'ill,:; j;lt' ()rll:tIlH'lILi admirable }I,'1pe1' on the Ph~-~i(,:11 j<'(':ltlll'('.':: of 
and for the points of their :1lTnws; anll Ij(~ t h\'ll I Amr'l'i(':l, L(·ill,~ n. part fir his cOlltl'il )llIion to 
state~ the Yer,7" (1':(.'-'1 ion (1[' Cnol;: wit It 1"I':..;::tr(l tl) i Keith .I,)hn . ..:toll' s Atlas: fnIl of Im f H\'l(',lr:(' :111(1 
the in wllidl they ~~("l:lit'I:l.l tlll',:e IUc,taL:.. i offinegencr:.11iz~ti~::m, nflll_i." 1l~\'1l~\\,1:.:1 1)(:lt 
lIe s t bat·, the nai I \-C'", knuw l:nw to jnl'gl~ " of cOllntl'Y that It I."; " kllllWIl III If s topn,;-
iron all.l \r()d..:: c:ul'pt.,;r,': ::;l)l.;~l'~l and UlTUW:i 1·1 rnphy to nllY lint t110 n',ying In(li:1l1:--; :1nd tl1 .. 
I. p(!ilitt'll ",:111 1JI)111: l)l' iron," and a1:;o "an thinly-:-'Cattt~l',::!l fur-trappers,') Ullt th(·\'f~ are 
iron lh:;:;l'l": for (';1('h mall, ~Pl'('~ll' ill Yan· certain ~~(>l\f'r:d f~':d1\rcs which 111' proc('('(I~ to 
('1"11\\'('1":-> ~~(:('()\!nt of tlll~ !lati\'e~ Ull till' p:tl':tllel I (1(':"i~!l:lIc. i\~'('()i'llil;~tn him it lwI()]}, ... ", to what or .j-~') .~'.)/) ju.~.t, v, i:l1it,l ,the ,;;:,\:)~ltht:rll lilUit,~ or 11 i.- kno~\'n :1", tIll.:' tCl'ti:"ll'Y p!.'l'io(l uf grl,lll·.~\-, in-
Idl:'".";1;1l1 J .. :llCr!C;"t, Ll.~1:111.".j:''- Dho :::;aw at ~11 J..:a! tl_'n'C'lllll,~ hetween tlll: crc-tac('OIF\ Dna 

I, a tl~illl,btr_' of \·>ir.:!il~ cUl'pe{'," j;,tll1~l on CIIIJ- I! II th:lt: 110'.'" il~ p'rll~~r\:-"':: bl1l illcluf.li~)? ~~l'allit~) 
per nyci', thn:8 fed In length a1\l1 aL Qtlf! ('llll, glll.!!.".-, [tllfl :tllCWllt luetamoq,lllc rocks. It 1~ 
~ WC'I~t,'y illc:h(.~ i 111)1'1''[111 h, witldi:~u rt'~ lJaillu~c1. on II not knll\YI1 i r tlw t rile ('1::11 mea";ll n''- l)~'eyail in 
ltS sl,1C';:;, w1l1ch h:ld Cf)rne from the pOS::>e;o;.'-IOI1 , 8llY 1,art, altllougll th(,re IS l'C':lSOIl to lwh~.:'\·C' that 
of t118 nati\-c2. ~,r('ar(·~ l"·l.'lI't"l "pllrc ll1:dl(~· I: thi_')' I:'ay I'xi-;t Ull the ('oa<:;:tof the ~\l'C'\i(l ocean 
<'.1)1(' hlllll's of COPl'Ci' ill tIll; pn'''l.~e~.-'iull urthe I: 1)"~Wt'f'n Cap!? Lishurne and PI):llf n:~\,I")\L 
ll:.tLi';t.,;.:5)" e:.ometimes wcigliiw.;· n8 much n~ a Ii lif·gillnillg at the south v,'C' ha"c ~,i'. ka ~,nrl 
P?und, al.:-·!) IF·.eld~c:'~, all olJ-tained ill h:I]'~,'r ! i.ts ~.l"~'()(:.i:ttc i31?-nds: composed chi(':1y _of yo~· 
WIth ot!li'l' lJa(I\'C',:; 1l11·ther north. Portlock, I r:llll(' 1'I)e~~s, WIth hrnC'.-:tollc near. L11tle l~ 
while in C(Jok's inkt, in latitude !)!)O ~I~/, at a J.:JIlI\';lI (!\'\'ll of the ('n:l-t between Sitka and 
J,LLC8 e:dL:ll Crabam1s harbor, mnb-·'l unothl!r ~II)lllit ~:t. Elia~, which, it8Plfn,Ylllc:t:ln, i . .::. the 
disc()\·I.'ry, \\-alkillg round tbe lJ:t.\' lw saw I)('.~illnill.~ of n. volcanic region OC\llpyjn.~ tIl( 
,. two YL' ill.'" of' KCllllf:i coal just alJo',-,': h:.' beach, l,el1 i 11,<";11 b of Al~l:;;I\:1 and t~1C -\ leutInn i." 1:1 :~dSi 
and with yery litt1c 1roulJlc .r..;(~"cr~d piecE.'s were all(lllayillg no less than thIrty yolcano('~, ~ntnl 
got out of tllf' lJ'lll!' nr,"rly as lar~c as a mall'S ! ('~I inct, hut others still activ,>. JIost "f th, 
hand." If the g':(lll c:qltaill did n(Jt \'1 til)!" 1)'1)(.'1,:::.; IJl.'re are volcnnic,.and the. onlyfl:"silifer· 
luore than he ~;! ~'; tll is "'1)11lt! J If,' IIlI 1-':1, i :1l1'111 I ant, I (jU$ 1 )(,(1.-1 are of the tertIary pe.nl Itt ;\; I]'j 11 of 
for from t h:~ tillE' w l;!_'ll Ilu' alllt~>ill;; l)iu,: .. :T:t pher _A ia::oli:a,. and near the mout~ ot the K WIC'hl ,~k, 
of Lord h_cl'l,('r ~(j\'lll d(':-,:cl'li)(.d 1h:t1 c:jl':lll I tIl(' (,(),'bt ~('t'lllS to !)evolc~nIc or Ir:ctall~(ll:i,h~('. 
flaky coal ,,-hich he ('all" "candl(·," Lc('all~.'!: and pn,J,allly tf'rllary, WIth a \'UtI at 1I.~lllt" 
often U:-·l.'J for its Ii·rIII l)11L ",hidl i~ UE_' IlI.'l':d h· lIE':lr tile llf!:ttl of XOl'tOll':-; suund, Atthe hr:l,d 
called I(ennel, no ~t:():'ll ha~; 1)1'(:11 1117)r(~ or ~1. uf l\()lzf·l,I1I,'.') Round the ditt's a],nnnd in tIl ~ 
household favorite. lIe reports f"rllll'" thaI. 1Jf<IlPS (If plq,]w.nts and other extinct Ill:llll­

"returning on board iu the evcllillg' lIE' tl'i(!ll 1ll.'~ls, 1()gf:!h('~' :llth_ those of the ~Hl:::;k ox, :11](1 
some of the coal, and foulld it to bUI'B ('l('ar :llltl :1111111:11:-1 now 1I\,1l1~ In the Rume lahtlllll'. l'rum 
well." Add to these dilferentrcports tl,,· .C'·ll- Kntzcl,,,,,·s ,nnwi northwaru the coast has a 
era1 testimony of :lleelrc.s, who, when flw,'llill~ yol::,~ni" "h:1.r"('(,,r. Thel: at l'ap~' Thompson 
on the resources of thiscoullll'Y, bnllllyiIWlll.)'·' I It IS call"11 WIJ-C'"rI"Hlli<·rnll.'. lollowe,l. by 
"mines which arc known to be bdw('c'!l tlie I rocks of the carllolllh .. rou:.- age, b.emg lime­
latitudes of 40° and GOo north, and which may slolle.', shales, and SUlll1sloncs, whICh extend 
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frnm Cape Lisburne far round to Point Bar· 
row. At Cape Beaufort, very near the seven· 
tieth parallel of latitude, and north of the 
Arctic Circle, on a high ridge a quarter of a 
mile from the beach is a seam of coal, which 
appears to be of the true coal measures. 

From this general outline, which leaves 
much in uncertainty, I come now to what is 
more important. 

It is not entirely certain that ],-on has been 
found in this region, although frequently reo 
ported. The evidence points to the south, and 
also to the north. Near Sitka it was reported 
by the Itussian engineer Doroscbin, although 
it does not appear that anything has been done 
to verify his report. 11. visitor there as late as 
last year saw excellent iron, reported to be 
from a bed in the neighborhood, which was 
said to be inexhaustible, and with abundant 
woo,1 for its reduction. Then again on Kotze· 
bue's sonnd specimens have been collected. 
At 66° :l·j' Kotzebue found a false return in his 
calculations, which he attributes to the disturb· 
ing influence of "iron." A resident on the 
YOllkon thinks that there is iron in that neigh· 
borhood. 

"iil'el' also has heen reported at Sitka by 
the same Russian engineer who reported iron 
there; and, like the iron, in "sufficient quantity 
to pay for the working." 

Lead was reported by the Russian explorer, 
Lieutenant Zagoyskin, on the lower part of 
the Kwicbpak; but it is not known to what 
extent it exists. 

C"l'pel' is found on tbe banks of the Copper 
river, called by the natives Mjednaja, meaning 
copper, and of its affiuent, the Tshitachitna, 
in masses sometimes as large as forty pounds. 
Of thi~ there can be little doubt. It is men· 
tiolH·d hl' Golowin in the .lre7lil' of Erman as 
late as is!;:]. It was nndoubtedly from this 
neighborhood that tbe copper was obtained 
which arrested the attention of the early navi· 
gators. Traces of copper are also found in 
other places on the coast; also in the mountains 
near the Youkon, where tbe Indians use it for 
arrow· heads. 

Cual seems to exist all along the coast; 
according to Golowin "everywhere in greater 
or less abundance." Traces of it are reported 
on the islands of the Sitkan archipelago, and 
this is extremely probable, for it has been 
worked successfully on VancoU\'er's island 
below. It is also found on the Kenaian penin· 
wl:t. Alaska, the Island of Unga, bclonqing to 
the ';llUlll"-~in gronp, Ounalaska, and fa~to the 
north at I;e~mfort: At the latter place it is 
"slaty, burmng With a pure flame and rapid 
consumption," and it is supposed that there 
are extensive beds in the neighborhood better 
in quality. For an account of this coal I refer 
to the scientific .illustrations of Beechey's 
Voynge. The natlves also report coal in the 
interior on tbe Kwichpak. The coal of Ouna. 
laska and probably of Alaska is tertiary and 
not adapted for steamers. With regard to that 
of Unga scientific authorities are divided. That 

of the Kenaian peninsula is the best and the 
most extensive. It is found on the eastern 
side of Cook's inlet, balf way between Cape 
Anchor and the Bussian settlement of St. Nich· 
olas, in veins three quarters of a yard or more 
in thickness, and ranging in quality from mere 
carboniferous wood to anthracite. According 
to one authority these coal veins extend and 
spread themselves far in the interior. It appears 
that this coal has been more than once sent to 
California for trial, and that it was there pro· 
nounced a good nrticle. Since then it has been 
mined hy the company, not only for their Own 
uses, but also for export to California. In 
making these statements I rely particularly upon 
Golowin in the Archil, of Erman, and also upon 
the elaborate work of Grewingk, in the Trans· 
actions of the .\lineralogical Society of Peters· 
burg for 1848 and 184!J, (I" 112,) where will 
be found a special map of the Kenaian penin' 
sula. 

G"M is less important than coal, bnt its dis· 
covery produces more excitement. The report 
of gold in any quarter stimulates the emigrant 
or the adventurer who hopes to obtain riches 
swiftly. Nor is this distant region without such 
experience. Only a few years ago the British 
colony of Yictori:1 was aroused by a rumor of 
gold in the mountains of tbe Stikine river, not 
far in the interior from Sitka. At once there 
was a race that way, and the solitudes of this 
river were penetrated by hunters in quest of 
the glittering ore. Discomfiture ensued. Gold 
had been found, but not in any sufficient quan· 
tities reasonably accessible. Nature for the 
present ,ct up obstacles. But failure in one 
place will be no discouragement in another, 
especially as there is reason to believe that 
the mountains here contain a continuation of 
those auriferous deposits which bave become 
so famous further south. The Sierra Nevada 
chain of California reaches here. 

Traces of gold have been observed at other 
points. One report places a deposit not far 
from Sitka. The same writer, who reports iron 
there, also reports tbat during the last year he 
saw a piece of gold as large as a marble, which 
was shown by an Indian. But the Hussian 
engineer, Doroschin, furnishes testimony more 
precise. He reports gold in at least three 
different localities, each of considerable extent. 
The first is the mountain range on the north 
of Cook's inlet and extending into Alaska, 
consisting principally of clay slate with per· 
meating veins of Diorite, the latter being known 
as a gold· bearing rock. He observed this in 
the summer of 18::>1. About the same time 
certain Indians from the Bay of Jakutat, not 
far from ~rount St. Elias, brou~bt him speci· 
men~ of Diorite found in their ~eighborhood, 
makmg, therefore, a second deposit. In the 
summer of 18i;1) the same engineer found gold 
on the southern side of Cook's inlet, in the 
lI~ountains of the Kenay peninsula. Satisfying 
himself, first, that the bank occupied by the 
redoubt of St. Nicholas, at the mouth of the 
Kaknu river, is gold· bearing, he waainduced to 
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follow the development"of Diorite in the upper [" 
valley of the river. and as he ascended found 
a gold-bearing alluvion gradually increasing, [ 
wit.h scales of gold becoming coarser and coar­
ser, instead of being scarcely visible as at first. ! 

It does not appear that the discoveries on 
Cook's inlet were pursued; but it is reported 
tklt the Hudson Bay Company, holding the 
country ahout the Bay of J akutat.unLler a lease 
from the llussian .""'i,all.'". have fonnd the 
Diorite in that ,wi"h!,,,ril"od valuable. This 
incident has givE'll ri~'" til :1 rl·centcontroversy. 
Russian journals attacked the engineer for 
remissr.ess in not exploring the J akulat coun­
try. He has defended himself by setting out 
what he actually did in the way of discovery, 
and the essential difficulty at the time in doing 
more; all which will be found in a number 
just received of the work to which I have so 
often referred, the An·hit· run Russ/and by 
Erman for 18G6, volume :!:), llnge :!~I.I. 
Thu~ much for the minl'ral re:-;ourtl'S orthis 

n~w-found country as thL'Y han: been recog- I 

nlzed at [L fpw pnilll:-; on the extensive C(l:t..,t. ' 
leaving the va:::;t unknown interior without a I 

word. 
Furs. 

,'r. I pass now to Purs, which at times have 
vied with minerals in value, although the sup­
ply is more iimited and less permanent. Trap­
pel'':; are" miners" of tll(! fort;st, seeking furs 
as others seek gold. The pCtrall81 continues 
also in the grecu all,l ol'I'1'c,",i1)l1 unhappily 
incident to the pnr-;l1it. ~\. j~ll'i:-)iall officer who 
was one of tIlt" carL- \"i"itnrs to this coast 
remarks that tu hi . ..; 1lll\llJ thl~ only pr(J-':lH~ct of 
relief for the .sll!rt:rill~ t1atl\"":'; •• C'lll..;i,.;~" in the 
total (~xtiql:~tiotH of tll" all ima.!..; of t:le ch:1,.";'~.~' 
which ue thOLl~ht (rum th,~ daiI,v IJ<1\")l' must 
take place in a VI!!'y f\.!w ,Yt~ars. Thi..; was at 
the close of the last century. The trauo still 
continues, though essentiaily diminished, an 
important brancll of commerce. 

Early in this commerce desirable fars were 
obtained in barter for a triUe. anu when some­
thing of value was exchanged it was much out 
of proportiou to the furs. This h"s been the 
oase generally in dealing with the natives. until 
their eyes have been slowly opened_ In Kamt­
schatka, at the beginning of the last century, 
half a dozen sables were obtained in exchange 
for a knife, and" dozen for a hatchet; and the 
Kamtschatkadales wondereu that their Cos­
saek conquerors were willing to pay so largely 
for what seemed worth so little. Similar inci­
dents on the north west coast are reporteu hy I 
the early navigators. Cook mentious that in ' 
exchange for" beads" the Inuians at Prince 
"William sound" gave whatever they hau, even 
thcir fine sea otter skins," which they prized 
no more than other skins, until it appeared 
how mnch they were prizeu by their visitors. 
Where there was no competition prices rose 
slowly, and many years after Cook the Hus­
sians at Kodiak, "in return for trinkets and 
tobacco," received twelve sea otter skins and 
fox skins of different kinds to the number of 

near six hundred. These instances will show 
in a general way the spirit of this trade even 
~o our ow~ day. On the coa,t, an~ especially 
III the ne'ghborhood of the factones, the dif­
ference in the value of fnrs is recognized, and 
:~ pr()}lortiI1Ilatr· price is obtained, which Sir 
ElIlVar,l Delr'ill'\' found in V:"':~7 to Le "for n. 
lllouerakiy g()()U sea otter skin from six to 
seven blankets, increasing to thirteen for the 
best, together with sundry knickknacks." But 
in the interior it is otherwise. A recent resi­
dent in the re.o:ion of the Y oukon assures me 
that he has seen skins worth several hnndred 
dollars bartereu for goods worth only fifty cents. 

Beside whalers and casual ships with which 
the Esqllimaux arc ill the habit of dealing, the 
commerce in furson both sides of the continent 
north of the United States has for a long time 
been in the hands of two corporations, being the 
Hudson Day Company, with its director.; in 
London, and the Russian American Company, 
with its director" in :olt. Petersburg" The former 
is much the oider of the two, and has been the 
most flourishing, Its original mcmlJrrs were 
none other than Prince Hupert, the Duke of 
Albemarle, Earl Craven, Lord Ashley, and 
other eminent associates, who received a chn.r~ 
ter from Charles II in 10iO to prosecute a 
search after a new passage to the South sea 
and to establish a trade in furs, minerals, and 
other considcraiJle commodities in all those 
seas and in the British possessions north and 
west of Calla(1a. with !Juwer,":i of government, 
the whole l'()n;,,;titlltin,~ a colossal monopoly, 
which stretcheu from La])ra']"r and Baffin bay 
to an undefined west. At present this great 
corporation is known only as a fur company, 
to which all its powers are tributary. For 
some time its profits have heen so considera­
ble that it has been deemed advisable to hide 
them by nominal additions to the stock. With 
the extinction of the St. PetcrdJllrg corpora­
tion under the present treaty the Lonuon cor­
poration will remain the only existing fur 
company on the continent, but necessarily 
restrained in its operation to British territory. 
It remains to be seen into whose hands the 
commerce on the Pacific side will fall now that 
this whole region will be open to the unchecked 
enterprise of our citizens. 

This remarkable commerce began i,ef,,,-,, the 
organization of the ('IJlllllallY, It..;; prnlit...; Illay 

he inferred from a \"llya,:,!;<_' ill 177~, lll':")I_Til't_'u 
by C()xe, Lt'! \VI'I'1l Kalnt:·.:~;hatka and th<~ .. \'il'u· 
tiall::;. The 11'ld h part Id' tltf~ :..;kin..; l)/'in.!.!; h:llui('cl 
to the ('Il·~t om" hi )11,')1_', t iw rl'lll:Li lldl_'r was d i.-.;l ril,,, 
uted in lir!y"li\'(' ~hal"t_j,";, clJlitaiuing ca(,h tWI'llly 

sea otters, sixh'I'll l,bck awl lJl'(lwn foxes, 
ten red foxes, th,.,,,, s'-" otter (aik and (hese 
shares were :-;()ill U11 tIll' spot at from eight hun­
dred to Olle thollsall'] rubles caeit, ,;,) that 
the whole bding imlll~ht about tiny tilUIJ.'anu 
ruhles. The cost uC th",e lllav be i11I",'1'1"<'<\ 
from the articles gi\'('n ill cxcililngc. A ita::;' 
sian outfit, of which I find a contemporary rec­
ord, was, among other things, "seven hundred 
weight of tobacco; one hundred weight of glass 
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beads; perhaps a dyzcn sp,are hatchets and a I million dollars, Clearly the latter years can 
how, superfiuolls kim l'~' 01 ve!'l' had quallt)'; i show no approximation to any such doubtful 
an Immense numlJer ul tr~L1ls iu1' luxes; a few I result. 
hams; a little rancid I!d[t,·r." y,'itll such im-

I 

Dl,eul,Jillg from these loftyfigurcs,whichif 
IJurt.':) against :::uch L'qIUrlS 1he profits must not exag;;l'r~~ti()J~s are nt 11.'~~t generalities and 
haw been cOll.,i,k""I)j.·. relate l,artl), to the earlier periods, before the 

From L;-dl,~~,-)Ll()rf \"-1' 11:1Y\.: a ,''';,';11'1',[1 invent- I tilw~ vi' tlw C:U~llP:1!ly, we shall L:.i.\'e u better 
Ol'\, uj' tlJI: filL:; at die J)I_·:~illllijl.~ (/;' tjl(' Cl!llLury idea of t:w commerce if we look at unthentic 
ill'tl101,r;nl';il:J lll:t.: . .':al.ill(' Ill' t)Jl' I::i- lad cum- ~'('port." {Ill' :special periods of time. Admiral 
)Jall',' 1'(ll:l(: i,~Lullll,r 1\:()lli,tl..:. clilJ.'C:\_',l un the \Tun \\"rall,.:,el, who Wi!" f(l.r ;;:0 IOllg governor, 
j,,]ai!(l.,;, t!'I' lWili!l;.Jlda (Ii' .\b.,·l';t, l'::,,:\.'S inlet, must have 1);·\..'11 "il.:'1l11d~'nll('I1. According to 
Prillce.: \\'j;!iaul ~nllll:1, ~lIld the \..'lllltilll·ll! 11- statemcnts ill bi,,; WII!";':. ~111')1)h~d also by Wap. 
cratly. lLI.'L! .';\..'r~ .. a .s:,l'i'at \":ll 1 I ',lU."'; in his (/f 11.1/\11'//1'(', tll': c()ll1panyfrom 1826 
ral'E',-;L 1.:il)(1.':1 of fux ~I,ill'''','' JJLl\:l~, t1) IS,;:;, a. pcri,)(l or :-5C\'('1l :I~<lr:;, exported the 
reddj,'lJ, 1->ih'crgray, a1l11 ;·;1111\1' j~)xJ th,' la.ttcr ,..;kins()fthef.)l1\)\':itl,~:~]j:lIlal-;: ~)).'<):1seaotters, 
jH'lIlJalJly a, sl,ccil_'~ ut' llJ(' .\.rctil;; lJl'uV;ll and willI :""',7,:'1 ~ca (Jll, r tail;:. ·l:J,U{)IJ riYcr heavers, 
red b<:'ar.-:, .. tIll' ,,,Lill:-l iif' w11icIJ ar" or great (\~-!:l riYl'l' or l:tlld UUl'l':'::, ,),~!:; J)lnek faxes, 
valuc l " and :d.,O .. tlll' \';.lll;tld(~ lJ1.1I'~": ]"':,,rj" I ,,70:J bLtc1~ :)I,1!:"ll 1;'::1'0:, ]1(;:~;3 ret1 foxes, 
the zisel Hl.ll'lllUt alll.l til" CI)llllJll)11 IlJ:Il"lIl.IL ~ • 2·1,000 }IUlal' f.\.~.,"~. 1.~1.1:: lynxC',,;:, ;jG~ wolver. 
thl~ gllltl()ll j ,he 1-1.,;(·;1)" "I' \'\iJi~i -It illcs, ~,~I;I' ::;alJll'.;, J.'~::~) swamp (\tt,-'l',~, 69 
the rcilldl".-'l': the ; l :;1' 11:t; ry 1.1 i ], :.>; 1 JJl'ar~, ,-,U·j 111 ~1,d~l'at", 1 :~~) 100 
the waul of a. w;;.l .\al.·.ieu.u :,,'\.'·"jl, )1, :-:ic'als, poousufwlialel)on r" 1:1~J<)I\1J0Jsof 
Hne. ;lin1 Yl:ry lon,_,:. liat I!', l',,:Ll.ll!I·\' I' o!Jtaill wa1rus ii"ury, and 7,1:!:! ':;,l('l,:;:; of C:lstoreUID. 
~ip:llt of the ~1l1illlal that !il',,,Ll\.,(_,.1 tl:i.~ y;uLJI: ,rhat was theil' yaluc does not appear. Sir 
also "sea 1I1t,~r,~, once the priLH.:i(I.Ll .,;,1 lr,'" ,d' George :-_~itnl':'Oll, tlw goyernur-in·chief of the 
w<2alth tlJ the (;UlLlJ,;.llY. now 11, .. ·~~t1y 1_ ... ;1'],:\:.'11. I1ll,1..',_111 D'l}" ClllnllallY, ,,:110 was at Sitka in 
a l(~w hUllJreJsuldyl)l:ill~allllllallyc:)lk'·'I"l." 1(".11, l'~'ll!'( ~Cllt, til" IetllrnS of the company 
The,same furs Wt~\'I.' l"vpurll'll lly CIJIJJ\ a,., r'J,:l!U I CUl lh,lt: (',It .1, full 0\\ ': lo/'on fur "('als, 1,000 
on thi:~ coasL ill lli.s day, illcliltlill;..;" (:':\'11 tiH': II ::ien vltu-" :!,'-/JO 1 III oir\ I", and ~nJll'f) wal· 
wilLI ;:jhe~p. They all 1~0!1li1JUC to lJl..: J':1!11I11, I'll!:> tl'ctll, \\'itllOllt. il11 hding f(J~cs and mal'· 

1':\:CI'pt tbat I hear nothing of any wiltl : bl'~'ll tCllS. There ia still (In!) other 1'\'~'1)rt. for the 
bav~ at a Sitl~:1n JinllCl'. year 1:<}~, as f,)llnws: 1,~:J1 sea oat"r.~, 12D 

There Ita;; been much \-!xag;..::cration with re- young sr..:a o[ tel',";, :!, \)-18 common otters, 14)481} 
gal'll to the profits of the l~lls,~ial1 clIl·poration. fln'seab, 11.17 bl'ar;:;, 1:],800 lJcaycrs, 2 ,yoln:~, 
.. i'.l.il EIL.~1i,,,h \',rltel'vl a:tthurii','(:aiL them ;'im· ·1,:'.') sables, :21:'; ]'ylL'~i ,', 1 r',:1 moleskins, l,C,f"I! 
!ll('nSl','" i.L1I(Jaaa . ...;thatj~J~·Illl'd\·they Wl'l't.:lllU<:h lJag.-; lif ca,..:tOI'Cllfll, (~"~1 black fr):''':P3, l)::;~IO 
,~l"·,I:l'l'. Ir(:](;1'tuLiII; p~"Pl'l' Oi'~\Ir:PI·tl';'II);lllil, cr.J'; fl)Xl'.o), .\17* 1"'11 J:)'xl's: ~,:~.j:J blue Arc· 
1I,,,,l IJl'!ore the l;l~u.'~r:'idljcal SOcil':Y or Lid}' t:c t:Jx,_'." :;'-J') ",'!Iitl~ .\rctic foxes, und also 31 
1111!1 iii 1, .,~. (Journal, \'111. :2~J p. 1:.:,),) '1'111.', ru:~'_.:) {.'al!~'} whi:e, 11l_Tlt:lps Albinos. 
JI\I ~ lJlI,~r I)i' ,".l..:iIJ.:::.,rcporteu at times. is ]1,'1 ,,1 i;..; j\ illS: 'I Dt'c-;.l t'S t1tI·.~\· l"I'llUr(.;; fur ;"1 '('cia.l years, I am 
:d;d"l;~;l t,ln..; LllIs tIJ )r~\"\.-'al p:·ccL..;,.:ly the pl:l~f. 'I l',llaL1'.'llll/ 1)I'I"~"lIt fro!ll the gll:-::"Ian tables.of 
ItS. 1'<)1' ~Jl,~tall~I" 11!lJlill)W colkcted \y\U,llll II (:<ljJt~Ul~ ClUIU\\,~!1 , 11"1> (,l)\', ~'l)j:; th~ pcrlOd 
two yl'::1'S Ull the l.",lal1d~.llunll. of ... \.b:·.;}..:a. whIch ' tr()!\l 1·'·1~ tu 1.' 1;0, lLlel i. I',",', b(:;II::;" as tollows: 
bear }ll.o) llallL~, tll'_' Si.lll:"; 01 :.!,(:IJO ~~a otters, :2'J,ljO:2 seu. ()t~('r. .... t;:~),'-,:2G "'J\(l'I':':," probably 
u,OUU dal k lcl' 1(~::c .. ..;, lU,U;)!) ;.,('a lJ,l:ars or ';lrsine I ri\'C'l" _ (IUt..:r:3, 1(jl,~~1:2 JJcf\\'('rs, 7:3:044 foxes, 
~~'als! tl).Q;('II:er \Vltii l,(~()lI p()u\1s ul w~lrll:51\',)ry. I ,-)\.j l(I.\.rclic ['('~:I:;, :2):2;~:) 1)(:a1'.:-', G,·H·j lynxes, 
lhe pl)ud l;:l a HU;';S':lll welgll,t at tlllrt.r-:-;ix I ~1;,:~.,)1 :..;alJIt----..;, 1 ~).()7t; mm;krats, :2,G8G ursine 
poulld;.;, Llllkl' llH:ulllJlIS tllat I,ll It,U'; no Ic .. ~s I seal...;, 3;}8,1;(11 llJ~lr.-;h ottl'r~'J 7]~ "pairs of 
than tlUU.(JI'O. f>kins of the llr:-:llll' seal were 11~1r('," <1·~J1 martens, 10·1 \\'uIn';.:: JG:27J casto. 
al'l',i:111,~lak,l In t110 fa.ctory. at (j,lllala,..,ka, of reullls, 7,:;0) beavers' tail...;. UI.:re is au inpx. 
which ,I)U,IJUv were thrown lllto til'" .ea, partly I plicnhle al"cllCC of o",d skins. On the other 
be,'a"", liJr'), were hadly, prepar.,.,l and pal'll)" hand, .'<[I)lc,', which b,'lullg 10 .\sia and not to 
1Il ol'Jer to ke?lJ up the prIce, ll111~ lIllltatl!I,"; t~e I .\.merica, are men! iOIl(·d, The list is Russian, 
j),.'lch, who for the c"UI'" rC,loUIl uurlll tlldr, and perhaps emumces furs frol11 tbe Asiatic 
~pll:cs .. ~lil)tl~'~r estllnn.t~ ma,-,sl~-;, ~ltl:' c:).~,l'_~l'liu!l 1 i"Janas of the company. 
for a sel'les ot ye~rs, , l'rolll 1,,', to 1.-·J ." for I Frolu.a c.ompetcnt source I Jearn that tbe 
only a part of whldl tHne the "'JIlI]",lll} '"',I.,', ,I, II ",,]n·' (,I, skillS at Sitka during the last year 
the Ounulaska dlstl'lct y",j,I,',j "I,wards ul' , was sul),talltially as f"ll,,',\',<: be .. otter, S30; 
:":"I:.ld,iJdil seal. Sklll~; anu irum l:::;l'j- to 1838, ;31; 1)I~a\'er, ,~':~ :It) j lwar. SJ 50; black 
durlllg all ,,:,hlCh .tull.e th,e l'l)lllI!~lly ~va,-; in I i:Ox, _ : ~iJY(~r fi)x, S !I); cru~8 f~)x, 823; reu 
p~."'Y ~'~" t~Je .. ~~1l?8'fdlstl'l.ct y~\:l,dl.-'d ,') j '.J,( !lj,) seal f~X, ,-:',:2, A ,recent Pri~;(.' Current in New York 
SkUl:-5. .\s:Slldlln,~ what 1.") IllljJto\,'alJ\e, that I gl"·I.'S tllc IJl'lCl'S there 111 currency as foUows: 
t.ilt:.''''l' ~klll::; \\/\:1'c ~olu at, tWt:tltY·.Ji"·I: ruLles :-:,jiT .. ~'r rll:~, 210 to S,-/(~; (;1'ut:\s fo;, 8:3 to $5; 
t':lcli, some calculatmgg~nlUs has cqJltel'I.-,d uut ~ed fox ::.:,1 to 81 ,-)(); ulter, $3 to SG; mink, 
t,h.e sU.ll1~tot~l of~:ocee~~ ~t more t1nu eIghty- :::;:~ t9 $G; IJ1.:'aYer, 81 to S·!; muskrat, twenty 
fHe mrlh?" Iubleo, or, eallmg therul)j~, seventy- to fitty cents; lynx, ::;.::! to 84; black hear, $G to 
five ccnl:;, a sum-total of more than Sixty, three . $12; dark marten, $G to :;:20, These New York 
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l'l:ic('~ vary from th:,~e of Sitk:1.. The latkl', circllllll'olar hnme' is il1(li(,:1t0d l,y lri::; namC'. 
wIll be the better.gtude t? aC"I,mpn·hl'n.c::ill11 of II The Crn~s Fw\: is 1("'3 1:11 1)\':11. 111\1' lllw'll more 
the .prcl('I·,·,l-; at Sl.tka, whIch ot l'(I U 1':-' I , !l11l<..:t, lJe' I sought from the fineness of its fur nnd it" color. 
'''''yet to deductlOn for the ('xpewp, of the I It.<nameisd,'rivedfromdnrkcrnciformc' 
company. Of the hitt'!' I ::::ity nothing now I ('xt(,lIdill,~ from the hl'a(1 hi the 1):1(·1; :It 

as.r ~la:'e considered them in spcakin~ of the I right :111,'_,·l(·:.; oyer th(' ::::h(l!il(ll'r-.'. It j, now 
l'XL;:,tlll'; '!'I\·(Tllment. rc(,()rrlliZl,d to be n. \";ll'ic-ty of th .. r(·(l from 

. '~'he _,LiIL:;, it a~)pears, are olltainl'(l in t11',"'f' III ~YhiC".(l it din"~r.::; lllllr!:" ill con'lmercini Ya1u·(. j 11:lll 

dlfl'>r(·!,t Y"~1yS: first, through tIl(' lInnt,T.": em-.I mg"Pllrralr·h:lraf'tr·r. The 1~1:1,·1i: Fn':, ,\bil.1lis 
ployed 1,:.; the company; ~1'(,()1l,11y. iUl':lY:lll'nt :-'"lll1'1i!\l!'''; eutirl·ly of shillil"-'"hLli'l: willI ~iln'.r 
oftaxe~ impo.-;('(l by the l'lllllpaIlY: :11Hi tllirdly, I' ",hill' :It. the tip of'the tail. i . ...; ('a\1(,11 a 1.-.: 0 tJlI~ 
hy IJartr'r or purchase from indclw!llknt nal j':i':-:. I ~ih'l'r F(\'~, ,yhen the bbck hairs of t he hOlly 
l}ut with all these sources it is c,'rt"i" th"t tli" II are lil'ped with white. They 'w' of tl,oe'lm;, 
l~u:..;.~i~t~l company has Ql1.i"~'l~II no :-'tlCC(''':, cum-I' 11:\111(' i:l ;.:ci0ncC', ~ol11etimes ('alll·,1 .1J"II·,i/lflus. 
par~hle to t.ha~ of its l:rit.i..;h rival: :llid st.ill I :l!tllll1l';h.tl!cr.<! s,~em to. l.}e. two.diffrrcllt name:" 
more, there IS reuson to beheve that latterly ItS II ll"t ritll"r,'nt nino,. 111 commerce. TIllS 
profits have not been large.' I "aridy i.-.: lll(W\~ rare than t]1(' (';'.".' F()~. ~(\t 

,\mi,1 all the concealmcnt or obscurity which I more than four or five are talccn dlll'in" f1 ,oa· 
prc\yail with r(.'~:1rd tn the l'r..:\'(,~Jl\l('S of the com- :'-Oll at nny one post in t1tr' fur COlllltl'iE'E, aI­
p~llly) it is en.;;y to see that for some time there I th()l!~h tJ:I' hunters usc ~\pry :nt f(H' thi.'i pnr­
must b·: a Im!gc nmonntofynluahle !·"I. nn this! PO::I'. Til" tl'lll!.J:ltillll iei .~'r"~d, as \';t· an' told 
coast. ThelJonntifulsoliludes of the f;)J'('~tand I that "it.-:.i'llr f; tl 111':': ~i:,,: tillle''': tlle prir!' nf~I1V 
of the adjoining waters have not yd been ('\:- I ntlH't' fill' l,~,,"l\\""rl in Xllrlh Al11(·ri(·:l. n ~i'r 
baustecl: nor will they he until f'i,-ilization 11:1" II .['11t1l /:j('h:II·,l· 1111. \rho i . ..; th(· :luiilnrit,: Cot' this 
supplier.l :-·\ll).~titutes .. S\]("h~ 111 11(.('(1. is n. p~.Ht Ii statemen.t, fr)r:~llt the Sr'1 (Itkl'. (·f '" hi('h 11(' 
of that humane law of compensation ",bich con· :-'t'\:;I\l~: to h1,YI' LIIII\','11 Iii ill', \\'ilhr'llil dr)lllit 
tribnt(".~ :-'') much to 111" general h:trlllnny. For I the 1:1a(:]: 1'\,,' ;-.: :l,ll,Jirl'd r,w It..; l':lri:y :1llrl 

the l!l'("·"l.t there will be trapper . ., on the lnnd, I l'l'allt,\'. La ]fontan, th .. 1']'1 lll·h ('OlTlL\'PI(lpr 

who will turn [t<..;i,]c only a little from its prizes II in (';lll:1,l:L under Loui" ~ I \', ::!I(':tl-\~ ,d' ;h 
there to obtain from the :c-:pa its ntt·:-r, :::I?al. rlnd It fur in his till!!' n:q worth its v:(·i·-,.ht in ,::,-.1,1. 
walrr:s. Jt ~al1not 1)1'. irrelevant, alld may ~10t I Alllll11~ the anin}als :vhose fl;rs. :I!'(~ ~ 1.~.~':-; 
ll(~ wIthout mtere . ..;t, If I call yn!Il' :lttf'lltWll n'_~:ll'd!'d are the If ol/'(,),lIl,', lmnwll III ;':f·lence 

briefly to IIII'-c' fur-bearing animals, which are I~ [ts tilt/!! or [Jill/llill, nnu ('all,'.] 1,\· nldi'lln thE­
al){)llt to lJe l'l',)ught 'within the sphere of re- I, (jll:tdl'll1Jf'll vultnre, with a dark,l'\'IIWll furl 
pub1ican go·n?rllm~nt. If we cannot nnd their !I which ].('f·nmf'~ Llack in winter. a:ld r('~e'nldl'.", 
exact ('('Il,'-IlS we may at least learn something 'I that of tIll' bear, JII!t is n(lt :-w 11111'.." 11"1' of ~() 
of their character and value. I much Yi11!J('. There is also the r.l'll.!'. helon.~-

The comparativepo,"erty nfYf',;ctatilll1 in the I in'~ tn the feline l':1rc, li\:ill~ north ,,j' 11lf:' .'!\,(·,")t 

more llI11,tllern parts of the cOlltillC'flt ('l)ll!r~I~!S I Ittk"..; and f':I:"!\\,:11'11 of' tIll' H()('k~' mlllll\faill~, 
with the abundance of animal life, (>:-:ppc:ally !I with a fur 1l~lllkr:d,·ly l.riz"d in C'H~lnl('IT('. 
if we eml,rnce those tenants of the sea who There is also the .1[",1,.,.,,1, which is o""",lant 
seek the land for rest. These northern paral· in I:ll.~,-i:l!l ~\1:11'l'i(,:l. as it is common 011 this 
leis are hardly less productive th:lIl the tropics. continent, whose fur enters lar,,"I.'" into the 
The lion, the elephant, and the hipilOpotamns cheaper peltries of the United ~t"t", in so 
find their counterpart in the bear, the walrus, many different ways, aud with slIch varions 
and the seal, without including the sables and artificial colors, that the animal would not 
the f,)x,''';, Here again nature by an unerring know his own skin. 
law adapts the animal to the climate, and in ,\IllOIl'! inferior furs I IllO)" inclllri.' Ibt \'Pry 
providing him with needful protection creates l'(-':-"'i',(-.t:tlJln animal, the ];/(/1'" /:1111'. )'I'portf'rl 
also&llC'I.,r]fulsupplyfortheprotectionofman; llY ('(III]..: "in gl'eat llurnlJ1'r . ...; and of a :-hillj' 
and thi.--i is the secret of rich furs. Under the '1JlaC'k color." The (;ril.l':l\· H.':tl' i'~ l,·~,,; I'r(" 
snn of the tropics such provision is as little I quent and is inferior in 'lu"iity rrl' rur to :!II thi' 
needed by man as by heast, aml therefore varieties of the bear. '1'1", ];r<,WIl Ij,,:!,· is ,!'I'. 
nature, which does nothin cr inconsistent with ]IO . ...:{·I\ to be a yarit·ty of the Bh('l.;: Bf';ll', TIl(' 
a wi:-'r> economy, reserves it for other places. i P(llal' BE'ar, which at tim('s is a fll1'lll:d:llde 

Among the furs most abundant in thIS com- animal, ll'a\'in~ a foot-prillt in lhp l-iIlO\\' nille 
11l1..'IT(' are those of the llll."/;, in its different spe- inches long, was once said not to m a!.;: c' all up-
ci(~-.: nnd under its different names. Its num- pearance W(><;:t of the ~L((,].;:.·l\::il· ri"er, 1)11t he 
ber., ""T" noticed vcry early, an(1 gave the name has been latterly found on gl'l,ri"" straits, so 
to til!' ,,:!stern group of the Aleutian,. which that he, too, is included amon!; our new 1'01'­
were called Lyssie Ostrow:1, or Fnx islands. nlatinn. The l:lack Bear, in him~elf a whole 
Some of its furs arc among the Yf'ry prC'd(I\I'~' population, inh:i1Jit..:p" ... ·r.v woodeddistrict.i"f?m 
The most I'lelllif,t! is the Hed, "r '" il i., '.,,(lJ'.. the Atlantic to the PaciliC', and from Caroitna 
times called Am('rical1; but tllis fllf IS not totheiceoftheArcli(',hf'('Olllirl~lIIurellllmcr­
highly prized. Theil comes the Arctic. "I" lit· onsinland than on Ih.· c"",t. I.::(('c,d" I· early 
tie yalue and of different colors, sometimes remarked that he did not "Plwar Ull tlte Aleu· 
blue, and' in full winter elress pure white, whose tians, bnt on the contincllt, ncar C"ol" inlet 
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and Prince William sound, which are well appearance and numbers. Cook encountered 
wooded. He has been found even on the them constantly. Excellent swimmers, ready 
isthmus of Panama. Next to the dog he is the divers, they seek rocks and recesses for repose, 
most cosmopolitan and perhaps the most intel· where, though watchful and never sleeping long 
ligent of animals, and among those of the forest witbout moving, they Lecome the prey of the 
he is the most known, even to the nursery. hunter. Early in the century there was a waste. 
His showy fnr once enjoyed great vogue in ham· ful destruction of them. Young and old, male 
mercloths and muffs, and it is still used in mili· and female, were indiscriminately knocked 
tary caps and pistol holsters; so tbat be is on the head for the sake of their skins. ~ir 
SOllll'tillll" "ailed the Army Bear. Latterly the Geot'ge Simp~on, who saw this im.providence 
fnr has Cdlen in valne. Once it brought in with an expenenced eye, says that It was hurt. 
L"."d"n 1'''''111 twenty to forty guine?s. It will ful in two ways: first, the race was almost ex. 
now hardly bring more than that same number terminated; and secondly, the market was 
of shiilings. glutted sometimes with as many as two hundred 

The nCII/'cr, amphibious and intelligent, has thousand a year, so that prices did not pay the 
a cOll~jd('r:lld(' place in commerce, allll also a expenseofcnrriage. TheHllssianswereledto 
not""I'I), of its own as the familiar synollym ,,,Iopt tIll' plan of the Hudsou Bay Company, 
for the common ('o\'f'ring of a man's head, killing only a limited number of males who 
and here the animal keonJl·. historiC'. By have attained their fnll growth, which can be 
ropl proclamation in Ilj:;~ Charles I of Eng· done easily, from the known and systematic 
land prohibited t h<, use of any material in the habits of the animal. ender this economy 
manufacture of haL, .. <'x('l'],t IJcavcr stuff' or "'als have multiplied again, vastly increasing 
beayer wool." This proclamatioll was the the supply. 
death warrant of I,,· Ivers innumerabll', sacri- I Besides the common seal there are various 
fie",] to tit" demand, of' the trade. WI" r,,\ er ,"I,eeies, differing in appearance, so as to justify 
they existed over a wid" extent of country, in ! uilferent names, and yet all with a family char. 
the shelter of forests or in lodges built by their acter, inclnding the sea leopard, so named from 
extraordinary instinct, they were pursued and his spots; the elephant seal, from his tusl,s and 
arn'<tl'll in their 1,,1')' work. The importation proboscis; and the sea lion, with teeth, mane, 
of their skins into E'lr"I'" during tl,,· la<t cen· and a thick cylindrical body. These are of 
tury was enormon:-;, :L1l(I it contillll(!Ll until one little value, altllOug-h their skins are occasion­
Far it is Raid to have reached tlte unaccount· ally employed. The skin of the elephant seal 
able number of six hundred thousand. I give is strong, so as to justify its use in the harness 
the'" li2111"(" as I fina them. Lattt·rlyother "fhorses. Tltere is also the sea bear, or Crsine 
mal p ri:ds have been obtained for hat:' . . -,11 that ;-""('(t/, Yt'ry numerOus in these waters, whose 
thi, fur has become less valuable. Hilt the skin, e'l,ecially if young, is prized for cloth. 
anilUal is still hllnteu. A me,licine ,upplie,] ing. Steller speaks with grateful remembrance 
Ly him. and known as the CustIJI'Clllll, has a I of a garment wLich he made from one while 
fixl''] 1,1:,,'(' in the :-!:tlt-ria :>[l'dica. on the d"s"rt island after the shipwreck of 

Th .. , J["rlm is perhaps the most popular of BelIrlng. 
all tllp fur-1Jparing animal;;; that belong to our .A~:'';I)l'iated with the seal, and lli·llJ[J,~ill;.;to the 
new l'Oo,,,,,,inns. An inhabitant of the whole sallle family, is the IValrus, called by tiI,' 1:ritish 
wooueu region of the continent, he finus a the sea· horse, the morse or the sea-cow, and 
favorite home in the cold forests of the You· by the French lJ2te It la Grull,le Dent. His 
kon, where he neells his beautiful fur, which two tusks, rather than his skin, are the prize of 
is not much inferiol' to that of hi, near relative, the hunter. Unlike the rest of the seal family, 
the far·famed l!uosian sable. r n the trade of hi' is monogamous anu not polygamous. Cook 
the Hudson Bay Company the ,rarten occupies viridly describes an immense herd asleep on 
the largest place, his skins for a single district the ice, with One of their number on guard, and 
amountilll; to more than fifty thousand annu· when aroll,",1 roaring and baying aluuu, while 
ally, and being sometimes sold as sable. The they huddled and tumbled together like swine. 
Ermine, which is of the same Weasel family, At. times their multitude is so great that before 
is of little value except for its captivating name, bClllg aro.used several hUlldreds areslanghtered, 
although its fur finds its way to the En~lish mal" as game In a park. Their hide is excellent for 
ket in enormous Iluantities. The ~Iink, also of ca!'l'iage br~ces, and is useful about ship. But 
the same general family, was "nee little reo It IS exclUSIvely for their ivory that these heca. 
gard,·u, but 1I0W, by a freak of fashion in our tomlJs. are sacrificed. A single tooth weighs 
conntry, this animal has ascended in value some'.lmes several pounds. Twenty thousand 
above the Beaver, and almost to the level of teeth reported as an annual han'est of the 
the ~Iarten. His fur is plentiful on the Youkon Ruosian Company must cost the lives of ten 
and along the coast. Specimens in the ~Iuseum thousand walruses. The ivory compares with 
of the Smithsonian Institution attest its occur: that ,!f the elephant, and is for some purposes 
rence at Sitka. superlOr; Lon.g ago, in the days of Saxon h!s. 
~he Se(/I. amphibious, polygamous, and in· ~ory, a :-; on\'l'glan at the court of Alfred exhlb-

telhgent as the .beaver, has always supplied Ited to the king "teeth of price and excel. 
the largest multItude of furs to the Russian leney" from what he called a horse whale. 
Company. The early navigators describe its Unquestionably these were teeth of walrus. 
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I mention the Sea Otter last; but in beauty 

and value it is the first. In these respects it 
far surpasses the river or land otkr, which 
though beautiful and valuable must yield the 
palm. It has also more the manners of the 
seal, with its fondness forsea-washed rocks, and: 
with a maternal affection almost human. The 
Sea Otter seems to belollg exclusively to the 
north Pacific. Its haunts once extended as f:~r 
as the bay of San Francisco; but long ago it 
ceased to "ppcar in that southern region. Cook 
saw it at X"ut\;" sound. Vancouver reports it 
at (,!J~t :iam strait ~'in immense numbers, so 
that it was easily in the power of the natives to 
procure as many as tbey chose to be at the 
trouble of taking. " But these navigators, could 
tbey revisit this coast, would not find it in these 
places now. Its present zone is between the 
parallels of GIY' and G.jO north latitude on the 
American and Asiatic coasts, so that its range I 

is very limited. Evidently it was ('""I; wbo 
first revealed tbe Sea Otter to Englishmen. 
In the table of contents of his third voyage are 
the words, licSCl'ijdiul!I,( the Sw Otter; and in 
the pages that lullnw there is a minute account 
of tbis animal, and especially of its incompar­
able fur, which is pronounced" certainly softer 
and finer than that of any other we know of." 
Not content with description the famous navi­
gator adds in remarkable words, "! herefore, 
the discovery of this part of Xortl, America, 
where so mluable an article of commerce may 
be met with, cannot be a mutter of indiffer­
p'lce," These words stimulated the commer­
cut! enterprise of that day. Other witnesses II 

followed. ~Ieu .. e,;, ,lescribing his voyage to 
this coa"t, p:,w",j 'I.,; fur high above all other 
fllr,;; "the E •. cot in the world, and of exceed­
ing hea!,ty," anu. La. Perouse made it known 
in France as "peltry the most precious and 
common ill those seas." Shortly afterwards all 
existing information with regard to it was elab­
orately set forth in the Historical Introduction 
to the Voyages of Marchand, published at Paris I 
under the auspices of the Institute. 

out great quantities, which always l'rt>lluced 
large prices." All that could be obtaillr,,1 were 
sent to ~hina, whi~h was the ()1)j'~l'liy\' point 
cOlllmerclally for tlll~ whole coast. Tlr,· t .. arle 
became a fury. Wherever the a"illr:r I "'ith 
exquisite purple· black fur "1'1"'a,,,',1 he was 
killed; not always without ell'"r!. for he had 
learned something of his huntsman and was 
now c"y and watchful, so that his pursnit was 
often an effort, but his capture was always 
a triumph, The "aliv,',<, who had bt'en ac­
customed to his fllr.~ as ('l()tlli\l~. ,'--\tlT( !lIlt·red 
them. ~ollldillle:; a few beads ,'vl'rl' their only 
pay, All the navigators speak of the unequal 
burter. "Any sort of IH.:aus'· were enollgh, 
accorrling to Coole. The story is best 1,.\,II,y 
~l{'ares who says" such as were ufl:sscd in furs 
instantly stripped thotl""",,,s, and iu return fur 
a moderate 11ualltity of spikc· Ilai\;-; we 1','('I·i\'(:d 
sixty-fin.: :".('a otkr :-killS.'· Yancuu\'I'r ,k -cl'i\)l:s 
the ·'·llUwiJle fashion" of the Ilati\'j'" ill l,oor 
skins as asub."titllk f'orllif' ],f';lllti!"t!1 (ttl'; ;tpl,ro­
priated by their" 1: ""ian 1'ri,'wk" The pic­
ture is completed JJy th(:, I~llS;-i:lll navigator 
when he confesses that" afh-r tIl" ltu:-lsll.1ns 
had any iIltl'n:our:-"~ ,vith tltelll" till' llatives 
ceased to wear Sea ()tter ~·:L:ins. III the grl)w· 
ing ragf' tho :--;1':1. Otkl' IH~tLrly tli;.;ajl!,I'areu. 
Lungsuorf n'llorh thc'lll a'i "IH'arly ex1 iq1ated, 
since the hi"h llri('I'C-; fur thpl11 ind\\cl· . .., t\]I' l~llS· 
sio.ns for a'o momentary adyantage to kill all 
they meet wi\h, both old and young. ?\or can 
they see that by snch a procedure they IllUSt 
soon be deprived of the trade entirely," This 
was in 1804. Since then the indiscriminate 
massacre has been arrested. 

Meanwhile our COUlltrl'II'Cn entered into this 
commerce, so that n\I:-:."~~lll:-;, Eng1j"1111l1'11, and 
Americans were all I.'llgagl!d in :-.Iall.~lllc·ring 
Sea. Otters and :wllill.~ tlil~ir furs to the ~ 'llillr~c 
until the market of Cantoll was .~.dllll'''l. Lis~ 
iansky, on his arrival there, fpulJil .• i[Jllllt'n~e 
quantities in American ships.'~ By :tlld jl)' the 
commerce was engrossed by the l~ll .... ~,jall" and 
English. And now it passes into 1 Ii,· 1"",,18 of 
the United States with all the other preroga­
tives belonging to this territory. 

Fisheries. 

The Sea OLter was known originally to the 
Russians in Kamtschatka, where it was called 
the sea beaver; but the discoveries of Behring 
constitute an epoch in the commerce, His 
shipwrecked crew, compelled to winter on the VII, I comenowtothe Fisheries, the last head 
desert i,land which now bears his name, found of this inquiry, and not inferior to uny otherin 
this animal in flocks, ignorant of men and importance; perhaps the most important of 
innocent as sheep, so that they were slaughtered all. What even arc Sea Otter skius by the side 
without resistance to the number of more than of that product of the sea, incalculable iu 
eight hundred, Their value became known, amollnt, which contributes to the sustenance 
Fabulous prices were paid by the Chinese, some- of the human family 'I 
times, according to Coxe, as high as one hun- Here, as elsewhere, in the endeavor to esti­
elred and forty rubles, At such a price a single I mate the resources of this region, there is 
Sea Otter was more than an ounce of gold, I vagueness and uncertainty. Information at 
and a flock was a gold mine. The pursuit of: least is wanting;. an~ yet we are not "Idirely 
gold w:" renewed. It was the Sea Otter that I ignorant. N othmg IS clearer than that 1"', III 
tempted the navigat?r, an~ subsequen.t ~iscov. I great abundance ar~ taken e~erywhere Ull the 
ery was under the Illcentlve of obtammg the coast, around the. Islands, III the ba~'s, and 
precious fur. Muller, calling him a beaver, !I throughout the adjacent seas. On Ih" head 
says in his history of Russian Discovery, "the I the evidence is constant and compl('tc. Here 
catching of beavers enticed many people to go II are oysters, clams, crabs, and a dam!)' little 
to these parts, and they never returned with- fish of the herring tribe called the oolachan, 
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contrihutil:~ to the luxury of the table, and so Ii ,(>1111,1 he reports fish "more plentiful than 
rich in its uil\' nature that (hc llf1ti,'cs nr', ,:1i,1 I Li .. ,k" of which the principal sorts in great 
\0 use it sor~etimes as a "c:lllulc. q nc,)itl!:~ Bum])!'r.., were "the common Ilerring, but 
tlll'>I', which I llame norl only to put nsitl('l are i ;",:c:'J"(,(·ly cxC'e!~dillg seven inches in Iength,and 
tIl(" ,(Treut:-,! or ('omlHl'n:c and m:lin.;t'1Y:-; " it :C:lllalll'l' ;:":Ol't, the !-':1Tlle with the arl":l')\'), (Ir..::!!,-
I.)C (l;.,;ly 3tlL ; the ~all11(IIl, the II. 1'1 illg, Jiue," alia now allu tllen "as}}lall :1('1 'l'I'i::h Cud. 
t],c·!I,,"rilJut, tl,e ( and h .. ]'ill,1 all the Y:II1I!t" spotted with wllit,,:" Th"ll agmn, he rcports 
Thi ~ "hort r;,-:t. 1; €llllol'Ill, 1~1l' it offers a con- at the snme place .• Iff /'/'ill:P, and sanlilles and 
st:wt f'1.<I<..:t, with the 'Vhule at hand for light. smull Cod," tlll! fUrIW'l' ,. II! It (lilly eaten fresh, 
II,~l'(: i.) t11C IJcst tlJ:tt the sen. affords for the ])!lj lil~ewi-.;c d,'/c,l (li/(1 SI.'.I"l:, ,'." In Prince 
1"'''1' or the rich; for ,bily usc or for thc fast \rilliam sound he 1"'J,,,r(; tk,t "n,~ only fish 
da):..; of the c:hurdl. Here also i:., a sure SUP-III gotwcresometor"':'~;111(1Jl,d~I)lIt,l']IH':lyl)l'o1l6ht 
port at 1east to the inhahi~:\Ilts of the CO,\'I.. by the nativ.', to. selL" C',(':I1' 1'",<1,,,1< ,he .," 

DIl! iiI onlcr to ~letermlllC the va.l~c .~t t~JlS :1 ports tk,.t "hanng,thrcc ]l<lllrS (':~I.m IllS II'fr,. 
sUPi,ly ','::.' Illust go further alaI a:::CE'rt:~:iI .It llu.','i{' pIc ca~lght upwartl at a fill lutJ'e,llIt:. ,ll/ltS, some 
VUl'illllS tl'ilJcS of fi-h, reputed to iJe III such ofwlllch wCIgb('ll a hundred pounds, and none 
numlwr.s, are found under sneh conditions and less than twenty pounds," awl he ad.1" natu· 
in such places as to constitute n. permanent ral1,\' ('llou:;ll, ;'a. very scasonaLle l"I.,fre.:hment." 
and I "lfitabl" Fi.,hvry, This is the practical In];, i-Ie,l I."y, on the northel'!; ",.1" rd' .iiaeb, 
(lIlc-,::,m, ,ylJ:ch is still Ulldcc!I]\!J. II will not he l'<'ports "tolerable Sllccess III h-:hlI~g, ('({felt· 

JJl! ('jjli~l~11 to ;-,11()\V that the " .. 1101e coast may iilU Cud, and lHH"" a?d tllL'Jl u. few Hat-fish." 
be clli,,;.·lc<ll,y its fi"h, It should bc shown In Xurton sound, shll further north, he re· 
further thai Lhe fU, of this coast can be ll1:loe porls that in exchange for four knives made 
to sllb,,:ist UUH.'l' l'bl'l.'~, so a.", to become a \"aI- from nIl oILl iron hoop he olJtained of the nu-
ualJIL' ::llli('J... of eCIlIl1:1(TCC. And lJl'I"l' unccr- tives'; near four hundred pCitillds weight of fish 
taint:,· lJt'giu '. Tbc 1'1'op(.:r conditions of an caught on thisor ~he pl'l'C't.'(lin~ day; some trout, 
t'xiI.'ll.:iYe l'i ·lIt'ry are I\()t yd uuder..:toOlI. It ancI the rest in SIze and taste l)(.'\wl'C'1l the mul· 
is 1..:1I11\'i"11 thal cci'tain Fi~',b~:ri(·-; exist jn certain let ant! a ][I,)'r/I/I:f." On his return c.:, Illlhwanl, 
\,;al, !'s [tllt1 Gil (,l"rt~ill SOUlHlil1g.3, but tIll.' ,~'\laCt.''; , stl)l'l,ill,~ at (hliJ::h,.:}.;:a. he l'C'1'1I1'1c: "],knty c.f 
IIC ()I'L!an. ~ll"e Ob,-I~l,Ir<.'] e,'en to thC. p I'II I :trating II ll>l.l. at flr.-! 1l11"",dy ,""'ulltlO.JI, ':I,fll /!'I:,:h .m/f[ 
eye of ;·ClI.:11l'C. 1< l.-.;lllng banks klJ()wn for <l.';l':-) dno7; some of the salmon III l11gh l'I'l'ieC'tloll; 
nrc still ill lIlany respects :1111.Y~tC'i'Y, whil'lt is I' ai"lJ :-lulmon, trout, and once :l llu','':f)/lt that 
increa::t:J wlil.'l"c' the Fishery i.:; n'C,~lIt or only i! ICt.:lgllI:d tlfO !lIu.'(ll'c,{ all;Z.fifty-jUll)" pOllJld:~i" 
coa,-:.t \,;j·~I.'. There are other ]Jallk~, \vliil;h fail I aw] in J(~scril)ill:~ the habits of the i:.;junJers 
from lucal inciJ'211~S. TIm,,; \"('ry lately n. C(,i.l Iii l1e rcport3 that .. thl'.\' 111'// 11ll"ye IjilUlllitics of 
Fi,I·;lll'I'Y \\'1.: ('ommell(" 11 on l~I'chJale 1\:1111~, fl.;)l ill summer, wiJi('\t tb,~y by up in small 
sixty-li\'(=~ llli1l',-j lI(lrlhwl!st of the IIcbriclt:,'i; II hut...; for willter's usc." Such is the ~I'stilllony 
but the dcep rolling of II", ,\tlantic an,1 Ibe of C:LJ,tuin Cuu!" 
illt(:lt. .. \'alJl\'-'\\"l:athe~'l"I;llPL'11.l'd.ilSal);[lld(Jl1ll1t.'~lt. 1.1" Xo l':q l l'ri l 'lI(:" on the coast iS,more ~nstruct· 

Ldore proceedIng to consl<!l.:r tlll! C:ljl;]l'lty : lye than that (il Portlocl;:, and ir')In hiS report 
of tlli~ r\';~i()ll for an cxtl'n:-:ive Fi.')liery it i~ i' I COllll,ik' a succinct Lliary. .July ~l), 1780, at 
importallttuknow suell l'\·ideueea,) exi.-.u\vitli II Grah:l1n·s harbor, Cuok's inlet: "The Rus­
regard t\) the SU1IPl.y, and here again we must II ;:;iall chief IJl'llll,!..:'ht mc as n. present a quan-
rcsort 10 the curly navigators all,1 visitors. tity of fine ",d!II"". sufficient to serve both 
:rheire"ioen~'e, n'l:IIi'orcedLy ll?d?rn lTI",rl" ships for one day," ,Ju1y :!1: "In several 
IS f;'n essentIal. eICII1"llt, e"~n If It oues !Jut I hauls caught about thirty Salmon and a few 
enhrely dctel'llllne the question, flat·fish;" also furLher, "The Hussian settle· 

Down to the arrival of Elirnpeall s on this ment hud on onc side a small lake of fresh 
coast the natives E"ed on fi.,h. Tili·; had lI'ab'l', on which plcnty of fine Salmon were 
been their ""'Lslallt foo", with small a"uitions cau~hl." J uly ~~: ,. 'I'Le bout return cd deeply 
from the wii,l ve~l'latinn of thc cOUl;tr}' .. In l."ad.,,; wit!I,jine ,\'"I"u,"." .July 28, latitude 
~urniller, '~ "'a, h·ll treshly caught; III WInter GW 0.:1 : "111'0 smull canoes came off; they had 
It wos 11,,1 d:w,l ,,1' preserved. .\t the fir,t llotlJlW' to harter but a few dried Salmon." 
lallding on lil" cli'('''\'ery Stdler found in the ,July. :~~t: "l'lcllly of e.rccllcnt fresh Salmon 
dcsertedeellar \;11,,1, he vlSItl,d "store of ,'cd oi,laln.,d for lJJ:a,),s ano buttons." August 3: 
.'wlll/lliI,' and the ,-:ll,,,r,,,, JJruughtaw:ty .. -slllulc't.:d ,. FI","JI!I/ (II' /il/c Salmon" AUO'lIst D at Cook's 
Jis"(.~, Iha,t -"1'I'ell1'ed Iii,,: carp and ta~te,d very inkt", ''''1'11'0 greatest l/'Iilrndm~ee oj fine Sal. 
well. 1h,s ,1.' the ""duest Iiollee ot fish on 1110/1, Augast 13: "Hereabouts would be 
t~IS ~O~I.::',t.' '~.h~~~_ ar?, thus ~,ln.'~,.tly associa!e? lU~l~t de~~ralJi~ situation for .carrying on a 
Wlth lh d",,,,cl), lhc nex" of llltcrest wh,ch 11 ",,/e 1',""CI',I/, the whales belllgon the coast 
:lp}l~a,l~ . .; IS the account of a n!ls~i~n IHLyigator an~ e1(j-(! in .shore in ,'a:::t nUlJll)cr~. and there 
In l,~,). who rl'LJurt~ on the l·ox lSlantls, and lJemg COnVCIlll'nt aIHl I.'xt:(.'llc'llt h~Ll'lJ(Jr:3 quite 
eSl'l'Cl.dly 9,unalaska, '; Cod, p. ereh, PilCharus,[ handy fur the business." .\l"l'1" these entries 
smc)ts. Ihus early 9od. apl"'ar.'. the English navigator left the eoa,t for the 

It "'e repaIr to .Cook s ,\ oyages we sh"ll find I ~andwich islands. 
the acc'!stomed ll1Sh'uctlOn, ~Ild here I. shall R~turning during the next year, Portlock 
quote WIth all pOSSIble brent)". At); outka contll1uecl to record his obscrvatioll,', which I 
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ab~tract in bril...·r. ~by 21, 17~.;i. Port Etches, it say::) "Y:,·ll:I~I.!s are ill tlulaj:ill.'':; llIUlll,(:l'::, about 
btttwll' tiO':) 21': "The harbor afTl)l'll:-; vcry fine t~ll) ~trai~: of \lH~ isl:ll~'l..', allll ill 11Je \ i i:li(,y of 
crabs :11111 ruu."'c1e~.'~ June 4: ".:\. L·\V Indians 1\.0111:tl:. rhen a.~altl tIll' rq)lJrtl..~l·, ,,-ho was 
came alon,';sl(11-', hrillc;lll.s some III'li1m,! and tll,· Il,Ltlll,11; : ,S,LlU'l',:-:.l)::i·· I pi) 1..'1\\ 1 111';:-,am.C' 

C(Jll." Jlllie ~O: ." Plcl~,ty of fl0t111~erS, eral).'; I ..... p"( it ..... or / ... ·a'nwll h"l'c as ,~t ()1.110t-.:~\, ,]11 ",HV 
:ll~:, pl"llt:,· and hne. ~c'YI'l',d fisblll.'~ a\(III,'2;- L:l<Lb.;." Then ".~ ill, "the fIlil (1"/;; ill tIl ~e 
~;ae j',I1' j! ~ \:~1H.1r~1':) caught elill a Hd II,,'! I:~)'" ,I.-~' ; I Sea:-: arc C'xtl'CllH.:'.ly }:~ !':.!;I~, :-:Oll1'~' weig!1 ill,!.; ."CVUl­

:Iulw :?~, Sent.the canoe out SOIll: dl. ... lal~C(~ ,) tCCI~ PDtJl1.> or,:-;lxll:IIl(L",l :'1:,1 ~Wd\'l'l' Illlllb 
III lhe 1,::\" and It soon returned with a Jflle a\'olrd'l["ll". I h,' lIvl'l' uCtl11:; 11';1. a..; :d:-:;u uf 
lvu,) ( ',1,1 ('I/flllal/ll/tt . . Thit5 inl.1,:ccd me to II (,'I(l, lIll,' ll;(~ i \'.'.-; ,lcclll ulIllPall hy alii] 1l(~\'I:r 1..',\1, 
senlI (Jilt frcqucll~ly \\'1111 n fishmg party, I hut extract tL,~ oil ["IHtl tItem. " Tltl'll a,~'li~:, 
;:;l\! tIl.')' rallght consIderably more than was II l'l'(uJ'uillg tl) o II 11 ala...,;;a, tIle "IL,.' 
~'I:::icicllt for daily consumption." June :1P; " ,.\lbl.'l' fL"-h nrc f[./.';l)I:/, ('",1, or : d-

'~ll hauling the seine caught a large 11'1:lldity .1 ("{('S (If ,S'"l//mll. ::~1.(1 ,'.)lill·[il;]I·:; u.tL! YL'lj" C~Il1' 
of JI, rrings and some Sulnwn; the III·ITill.';.~: mon in T~al;li.~I,·L:ttLt Lclwecn fOlll' alld fi\"e 
thou:..;:Il small, were Vl'ry b\liJll, a.1~U two fed I()l)::::_" 
hc(((~s (?f' thelll ICCI'/.' s,,1/','ll jill' scn s[OI"I'," .1 FI"(J!1l Li:.i:lll~li:Y, anotlh'\' RUS,-,jiUl lJ:n,j ...;-;\tor, 
7; ,. \\'(~ d:1ily ca\l.~ht "Tfll! fjlllfitiitit's If ";111) wa.') on the CO:1:"t. in l:-::nf, I taL:(, ty,'() 1'.'1,')-

mon, ~)l1.t~ tb: UIbcttl,,(l :::tate ortlle w(.'atlwl' not ~·a.~I::-:. Tll'~ first relate!") tu IIIL! Ii:Jl of S;:.l~a, 
l)(,fl,.lttlI!.~'~ tiS to cure t~lt.'lll 011 b(I'IL'll, ~('lIt the "1\\1' :::orl1C time," he ;'::1\'."," Wl' h I ~ J)I":'I: ,,!<j 

l)oats\\-ain-with a 11:;1'1)" (\11 shol'~ \fllluild:t buu::::e to c:L~ch no fi."h lJut lL,~ ]!u!ilJl,'/, '1'h(l:::e 0;' ILL' 

to sllit..di:c them ill,·' ,! uly 11: .. TIll,' :-·I.'ilH' wa:; specie.') Wllidl we caught Wl'n! fltlP, .::;umc " 
'1 ha":I'I\' :)::.1 ),,,/1,.,'" f?;,' 111"01.'.'1)",' ing (,ightecn stone, and wt?re of all 

.,' '·'atl.f··hl,,!','!, Th,,'.': ila':or. Tlli, !i.ll a1)UIlll,1..., LI'r~ f:-1J11l -, II! I 

hOW(~'.Ter" u::; rr~l!ll cllrin:,:; tl1(';)'l i ;'~on.::nbcr",':hf,.!! it IT~irl::'; r~','l!) tIll,' ('1)~l,;t till 
well :':,' l"~I,l~(l La\"~ \\1' IlI'l1. w~ I~('l't ()llly t1H.' \Vlntcr I; at:lll ('lid, I h.· allt,·;· 
a 'snUil'il'nt, Iplal1tit:; fill' rr:~:":I'llt use and let the 1111'd:1!~t'':; to tltt' ~1l1),i:":[('IIl'(; ,If tIle 
rest l.'~'·:l:"'_ The :-::altllOIl \\'VI'.: now in such tl11~ ":illll'r, .. Th(·\" li\'(,," 111; b;" .', l; all 

nu:n),:.:rs the t5horl'.~ that any qnan!i!.\" ,Il,', (r;li11 ()il. a'n<J lIlt..: "l':t\\'I-I.· I,r fi,h~ 
Wh:ltt'\"'~'l' Le C:lll.:;lit with tile :,l', .,:, t III e;:;V~l."ially (L:l.~ (,t' Jf. J of \','lli(·ll tll":' aI-
ea~('_ tr'''tilll()l1,Y of tll(~ 11 I lay iLl a ,~.)(111 .~;t(il"1..:_ 
11:1',-i::..:.:::o1' is :-,ill:~ill:ll'ly explicit: whik it ill . whl) W:.1" there at i1;,· !-':l!lj(~ time, 
C'~J:!ll-,],:e 1t:ll'1l11)11\' \'.'ith t!Jut of the Itll....,.~iall II is 1:111\'1' Ulill explicit. Of (:i!:I:~h,l:a he 
Vj ..... l1 I I)'", :lIi11 of ('.;lIk, who ptT·('cded. I: ~'I\'"" "TIll' principle 1',11)01 com:i,,,t.; IJffi b. sca 

Th~, l"("IIJrt Ilr }'!":ll"I!-': is similar, altlll)!lo:..::h I 11,; '.", all!l tllC ll(!.;h of whak'.~, .. ~!!ll)::,r tllP fi~h 
le--'" Will\! If', Sj l('akillg of the natives g(,!\I"l':tlly' ! ;jl'~ most.-colll IllOll an(l mo;-.;t abnnlbnt""':l r('- .",'1" 

IF' :--ay . ..; "tlwy li\'c "nti!'(·1) upon fi~ll, but Id' I'(a' sorhuif ...... 'UlillI}.'l, Cod.l[e)')'lll[js, (11/,1 

all oLl}!"T" they prefer tIl:! \rlwle_" Then again, UIlt!_ Tbl_' 111.\1,) 1111U"", which aI'" tIll': ~ort 
goin.'~ i:)tll more detail, he ;.:~ys "ya~t quanti- ill the bi.~lj(' ... t ('~ll)('!ll) are 801'1!."liIJll's (IC ;1:1., 
tic . ..: ,d' fi~~1 are to be fC)LUll1. both on t!H.~ coast, enormou.~ :::,i/,·" weighing n"CIl 1 <.I~ b·,,JIL'.·d 
andi,ltl,l·sonndsol'ha1']lcl'.-:. ~\moll~thl.'.~(,'are pounds." Then :t.':..:,:lin (d~ 1\11,1i.ll: 1 e ,l':~, 
the fl.,,'i/))tf, JT'J")"i/l:J~ f'ardine, silver-beam, sal- "the most COUlmon Ii ... h, those '.'> bil')1 '1.1; ~lI'l 
mono trout, eli'!, all of "\vLich we have seen in "1':1 COll."::=titull_' a Ilrilll"]l,:tl arl\r·1" ,,1., arc 
the 1"" !·,,~illll of the ll:lti\,( .-.!, or have been! J/ t'l"ill:r, COl,!, 1],)1.1/111/1.', and set' i' I sur!:; of 
ca\l~~ht It yourselves," The JllJ'rillgs he de- :'·:It.1:Il(Jil; thebtkr~ll"etak(.'nil1J))·" ,':./: ,;1 HIlI/I,­
sCl'i IJI' ~ as takcll in such numhers ., that a whole vers lJY means of nets or (hlll"," ( !!' ;~.it 1-::1.. he 
villa'.!;r~ has not been able to cleanse them." say;;;, "we have se\-eral~()l't~ or II...,'trllJlllil, l/(l l.'l-
At :\flfltka the ,"'(lImon was of n. \'(,I'y uelicate l)I~/I, whitings, Cod, u/)lllII'J'J'ill;!S," ~\ glilidly 
Ib.\"()!', all.j "the ('u,ltaken II\' the 'lCtli\'es oftbe \'~!'i,'I\', 
be."t 11't:llity," French tp:.;ti"mony is not want- LL'lt'kI', al~o u. Hu."...,j;].n, tells us that he found 
ing, althllllgh it is less precise. The early fi:-;h tb(~ ~tallilill:~ 11iJl at Sitka from the h:-1111' 
na\'i.~ai()]'. who was on thc coast in 177!.), reo lJle .... l servant to tl]1~ .~.I\'I'l'lll\r, an(lltl' mentIons 
marL:s tJl:tt "the fish mostahundantisthe ,"';,,1, ,1..,'1/!1/I(I/I.]Io'J'ill'!":,('lill,:llltlTlll)HiI, ()I'~;dlll(lll 
IIWIt," La Pl'J'Oll:":c 1 who W:1S there ill 17"";7, Ilter(' are 110 It'~.; lhall 1':I:lr kij~tl~·, which ' .... ere 
tn, .. lltitl~I"; a Jal"!.!"!· fi:,,1t weirrhincr sometimes more catcn fresh wlli'll ll()~:-i!dl" 1111t anr r .Tunc they 
th'lll a. llllllllrcd P()ll!lds,~nd~everal other fish, WI'l'(~ ::;eut to t!w f"urtr('.-·''; :-·altf.'l1. The IrL':Till.'.:;:'; 
but h" jl!'('("'J'l'crl "the ....... :((7,/1111/ (f JIll Tl"out, which :q>jt!':ll'l'rl ill Fcl)l'lIary :t.!l11 "\Iarcli. The C()(l 
the r!IILlll" "(1111 in larger numbers than could all,I TurlJld \'\""re caught. in the straits during 
be t, 1I1.~o\ i ,11.'1]." A similar report was made by will! 1'1'. LLil kl.' also reports "fre~h (\'ll" at 
~rar('h:Uld, tll(' I)thl~'l' French navigat()l', who Kodiak. 
finds tll(; :;ea. and rivers aboundillg i-II d pXI'cl- I close thi..., n-L.-;tr;tf't flf fl)t'('i,'':-lJ I"-'!imo,ny 
lent. fi,~ll," p:ll'rit'IiIarly ,f...,'a7l11(JI/ ({lid Tnwf, lil!y two Ell'. . .:li.-lt a\lnl,)rili~:." ol"teu (111'111'(1. ~lr 

AfI('I"',';:lrd" eall.le lb·,~ Ul1~:-;i:llllla\"igaIIJr llill- I EI]ward 1:, kll1"" \v],il,) 1,1\ tlli..; \'I,:::t ill 1 <.l:;7, 
lnr.rs in 17~1~: :llld II .. rr~ we have a similar I recordsthnt (, Ji ,II. J[III;11/11. :tllil ,1..,"'.":'nJj of two 
report, only JilTIT(':lt in form, I?c:-;('ri1,JiJl.~ th,e I kinds were alJulllLlllL :11l 111ll1)(1.·r:d· of whic~l 
natives of Ollnah·,:li::1 tbn 1JI)(J\..: III which thiS i the crews l"uI'L·lta::)('d and (,111"1,.1 great IP:\lltl' 
visit is recorded says "tht,\, dOl 1 ...... '((7111(11/, (i(1I7, 'ties." Sir (:1'(11':":'" SilllP:ll!l. wh'l was at ~dl~:1. 
and Halil;ut for a winter su!'pl)'. " At Kodiak; in 1841, sa),s "l1uliullt, Cud, lIcrfillgs, floun· 
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del's, and many other sorts of fish are always to 
be had for the taking in unlimited quantities. 
Salmon have heen known literally to embarrass 
the movements of a canoe. About one hundred 
thou"",d of this fish, equivalent to lifteen hun· 
dred barrels, are annually salted for the use 
of the establishment." Nothing could be 
stronger as statement, and when we consider 
the chamcter of its author nothing could be 
stronger as authority. 

Cumulati"e upon all this accumulation of 
testimony is that of recent ,·isitors. Nobody 
visits this coast without testifying. The fisb 
are so demonstrative in their abundance that 
all remflrk it. Officers of the United States 
Na,'y report the Stune fish substantially which 
Cook reported as far north as the Frozen ocean. 
Scientific explorers, prompted I,), the Smith· 
sonian Institution, report Cod ill Bt'lll-ill,!-'; ~trilits, 
on the limits of the Arctic Circle. (JII" of 
these reports, that while anchored near Ouni· 
mak in 18G;; the ship, with a couple of lines, 
caught" a great many fine Cod, most of them 
between two and three feet in length." He 
supposes that there is no place ou the coast 
where they are not numerous. A citizen of 
Massachusetts, who has recently returned from 
a prol()n,~t'(l residence on this coast, writes 
me from [;'>'ton, under date of ~hrch 8, 1.~1;7, 
that" the Whale and Cod fisheries of the north 
Pacific nre destined to form a very important 
element in the wealth of California and Wash· 
ington Territory, and that already numbers of 
fishermen are engaged there and more are in­
tending to leave." From all this testimony 
there can he but one conclusion with regard at 
least. to certain kinds of fish. 

Salmon exist in une'lualeu numbers, so that 
-this· fish, so aristocratic elsewhere, becomes 
common enongh. Not merely the prize of epi· 
cures, it is the food of all. Not merely theras­
time of gentle natures, like Isaac Walton or 
Humphrey Davy, who eml"oy in its pursuit an 
elegant leisure, its capture is the daily reward 
of the humblest. On Vancouver's island it is 
the constant ration given out by the Hudson 
Bay COtllpan), to the men in their service. At 
Sitka ,bil" are supplied with it gratuitously 
by th" Ilat i,-,·,. By the side of the incalculable 
IUullit",I,·" swarming out of the Arctic waters, 
hallntill~ this extended coast, and peopling its 
rivers. su th:tt at a single haul Portlock took not 
less than two thousand, how small an allowance 
are th .. two hundred thousand which the Sal. 
mon Fi,heries of England annually supply. 

llaring "'em to be not less multitudinous 
than the Salmon. Their name, derived from 
the German hee, .. signifyilli( an army, is amply 
yerificd. As on the coast of Norway they move 
III such hosts at ttmes tbat a boat makes its way 
with difficulty through the compact mass. I do 
not speak at a venture; for I have received this 
inciden~ from a scientific gentleman who wit­
nessed It on the coast. This fish, less aristo. 
cratic than the Salmon, is a universal food, but 
here it would seem to be enoucrh for all. ' 

The Il.,libllt, which is so ~ften mentioned 
for its size and abundance, is less generally 

known than th" others. It is common in the 
Fisheries of ~"r\\':t)', Iceland, and Greenland. 
In our country it:-: n'lltttatiull is local. Even 
at the seaport of ~"rf(llk, in Virginia, it does 
not appear to h",',· IW"n kllown before 1843, 
when its arrival was announced as that of a 
distin~uished stranger: "Our market yester· 
day n~orning was enriched with a delicacy 
from the northern waters, the Halibut-a 
strange fish in these parts, known only to epi· 
cures and naturalists." The larger fish are 
sometimes coarse and far from delicate, but 
they furnish a substantial meal, while the 
smaller Halibut is much liked. 

The Cod is perhaps the most generally dif· 
fused and abundant of all, for it swims in all 
the waters of this coast from the Frozen ocean 
to the southern limit, and in some places it is 
in immense numbers. It is a popular fish, 
and when cured or salted is an excellent food 
in all parts of the world. Palatable, digesti. 
ble, and nutritious, the Cocl, as compared with 
other fish, is as beef compared with other 
m~ats, so that its incalculahle multitudes seem 
to be according to a wise economy of nature. 
A female Cod is estimated to contain ;),41)0,000 
egg,. Talk of multiplication a hundredfold. 
Here it is to infinity. Imagine these million 
eggs grown into fish, and then the process of 
reproduction repeated, and you have numbers 
which, like a:.:trl)]\(lmieal distances, are ueyond 
human concf-'lJi iOIl. Bllt here the ravenous 
power" of other fish are more destructi ve than 
allY 1!!Iiwt:-l of the fiRherman. 

i)"hill,1 all tbese is the Whale, whose corporal 
,lill"'lIsiulls fitly represent tbe ,pace which he 
occllpics ill the Fisheries of the world, hardly 
"illlilldl"r1 by petroleum 01' gas. On this ex­
te1l<1,·'] coa;t and in all these seas he is at home. 

, fh'rc is hi, retreat and play-gf<lund. This is 
"3jll'cially the case with the Hi,~bt Whale, or, ae· 
COI'<lill~ to whalers, the" ri!Jht whale to catch," 
with his bountiful supply of oil and bone, 
who is everywhere throughout this region, 
appearing at all points and swarmincrits waters. 
At times they are very large. Kotzebue reports 
them at Ounalaska of fabulous proportions, 
called by the natives Aliamak, and so long 
"tbat people eni(aged at the opposite end of 
the fish must halloo very 1011,1 to be able to 
understand each other." There is au other 
whale known '" the Bow-Head, which is so 
much about Kodiak that it is sometimes called 
the Kodiak whale. The valuable Sperm Wbale, 
whose he~d and hUllch are so productive in 
sperm.acetl, belongs to a milder sea, but he 
sometImes strays to the Aleutians. The Nar· 
whal, with his two long tusks of ivory out of 
which was Inade the famous throne of the early 
Danish kings, belongs to the Frozen ocean; 
but he, too, strays into the straits below. As 
no sea is now :,wre clausum, a1l these may be 
pursued by a shIp under any Bag, except directly 
on the coast and within its territorial limit. 
And yet it seems as if the possession of tbis 
c?ast as. a commercial base must necessarily 
gIve ~o ItS peop!e peculiar admntages in this 
pursUIt. What IS now done under difficulties 
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will be done then with facilitied, such at least gether, according to the indications of the 
as neighborhood supplied to the natives even two charts, have an extent unsurpassed by any 
with their small craft. other in the world. 

In our country the Whale Fishery has been There is another illustration fllll of instrnc-
a ~reat and prosperous commerce, counted by tion. It is a map of the \\'(,rl,l. ill the new 
millions. It has yieltled very considerable work. of ~I IIrray on ~lamtllak ", I",wing aI'­
gains, and sometimes lar~e fortunes. The town proxImately the one hundred /;,II""1l line of 
of Kcw Bedford, one of the 1I10st beantiful in sOllndings," I'rel'an',1 from information fur­
the world, has been enriched by this Fishery, nished by the Hy']rll;rr'qd,ic I), 1"If!n"'lIt of 
and)'l't you cannot fail to remark the impedi- the British Admiralt),. lIert· arc alii],,' .""lIId­
In"lIts which the business has been compelled ings of the world. At a glance .11>11 di"l"'rn 
to overcome. The ship has been fitted on the the remarkahle line on the Paci!i,' "'last, he­
Atlantic coast for a voyage of two or three ginning at 40° of latitude and widening con­
years, and all the crew have entered into a stantly in a northwesterly direction; then with 
partnership with regard to the oil. Tra"ersing a gentle concave to the const. stretchlllg from 
two oceans, separated by a stormy cape, it Sitka to the Aleutians, which it ('n",I"I'" with 
reachcs its distant destination at last in these a wide marglll; and then embracin" and cov­
northern seas, and commences its tardy work, erillg Dehl in~ straits to the Frozen ~cean; the 
interrupted by occasional rest and opportunity I' whoi" spac,', as indicated on the map, seem­
to refit at the Sandwich islands. This now iner like an immense unbroken sea meadow 
w~il he changed, as the ship sallies f?rth .frc:m arljoining the land, and f·"n'tit."ti"~ plainly 
fr~enflly harbors near the game whIch IS Its ILe largest extent of soundings III length and 
mIghty chase. breadth known in the worh1, larger e"en than 

From the Whale Fishery I turn to another those of Newfoundland auded to those of 
branch of inquiry. Undoubtedly there arc Great Britain. TlIis map, which has been 
infinite numbers of fish on this coast; but in prepared by a scientific authority, simply in 
order to determine whether they can constitute the interest of science, is an unimpeachable 
a permanent and profitable Fishery there are at and disinterested witness. 
least three different considerations which must Actual experience is better authority still. 
not be disregarded. (1.) The existence of banks I learn that the people of California hayc al­
or soundings. !:!.) Proper climatic conditions ready found Cod banks in these seas, an,l not 
for catching an,l curing the fish. (3.) A market. deterred by distance have begun to .!!:ttlll'r a 

(1.) The necessity (1' banks or soundings is harvest. In l~';I; no less than '<',"ent"ell ves­
according to reason. Fish are not caught in sels left Sail Francisco for Cod Fishery on the 
the deep ocean. It is their nature to seek the Asiatic cnast. This was" long Yl>::'~", re­
bottolll. where they are found in some way by quiring eighly days in going aud l' I"·nin~. 
the fisherman, armed with trawl, ;;:pinf>, or On the way hdtcr grounds were di -clJvt'l'l'r1 
hook. As among the ancient Romans private among the Aleutians, with a better fish; and 
luxury provided tanks and ponds for the pres- then again, other fishing grounds, better in 
ervation offish, so nature pr»"i,l,·, hanb, which every way, were discovered south of ,\ la-Iw, 
are only -immense fish-preserves. t>ollndings in the neighborhood of the Shumagin.s, wilh 
attest their existence in a margin along the an excellent harbor at hand. IIn,· one Yes­
coast; but it becomes important to know if sell,,·.zan its work on the 14th !>lay. and not­
they ,,,·Inally exist to much extent away from wit.hstanding stormy weather filldll·d it on 
the coast. On this point our information is the :!·ltlr ,July, having taken lifty-tw" thousand 
already considerahle, if not decisive. li.sh_ The largest catch in a sill"I,· day was 

The sea aud straits of Dehrin" as far as the I twenty-three hundred. The average \'C' i!!ht 
Frozen ocean have been 'tln-"y,·,] by a Nan,l of the fish dried was threepollnds. OI·1Ii "lpr­
Expeuilion of the United ';tat"s under Com- I men compared the fish in taking and quality 
mander .John Ro.~ers. From one of his charts with that of Newfouudland. Large prnfits are 
now before me it appears that, beginning at anticipated. While fish from the Atlantic side 
the Frnzon ocean and descending through Beh- bring at San Francisco not less than twelve 
ring straits and Behring sea, embracing Kotze- cents n. pound it is :::t1l'pn,,,,(,,l that ~hql11a\!iIl 
bue sound, Norton bay, and Bristol bay, to the fish at only eight cents a J>"'lllll will :.i,·I<I a 
peninsula of A Ja"k:t. " distance of more than better retnrn than the coasting trade. II re­
twelve degrees, there are constant uninter- mains to hp seen if tllP.;';C' flattering reports are 
rllpted sOllndings from twenty to fifty f,lthom". confirmed hy further exp,.ricllf'c. 
thus presenting an immense extent proper in I From an opPoHite quarter is other confirma­
t.his respect for iishery. TIll' famous Dogger, tion. Here is a letter, which I ha\'e just 
bank, between England and Holland, teeming' rec,·i,-o,l from Charles Bryant. ]>;"1., at present 
with Cod and consti.tuting an inexhaustible I a member of the ~l;"sac!tlt.":ttS Le.!)islat.ure, 
fishin.o- ground, has nmety fathoms of water. but for eIghteen years acqUaInted WIth these 
South" of Alaska another chart shows souud- seas, where he was en.~aged in the Whale Fi.-h­
ings alono- the coast, with a considerable exl"lll' ery. After mentioning the timber at certain 
of bank i~ the neighborhood of the Shumagins I places as a reason for the acquisition of these 
and Kodiak, being precisely where all the evi· possessions, he says: 
dence shows the existence of Cod. Thl':":p I "TIut the t'hiefl>..:t \':tlue, and this ::t]llnt' i..: y,nrth 
banks, north and south of Alaska, taken to- I more than the vittance asked for it, cuusists iu it-
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ext(')j·j\".'('.111:lll,lJl:iJillllt fj..;hground.<;. Tothcc:l.',t- i! Koc1i~k: It hadforalong'time.beencl~~tom~ry 
wal'll of J\.u.li:lk (lr ,\I,·nli'!H islands nre ~'xtl'n~IY0 Ion tillS l~lnnd to dry seal flesh In the alr, which 
b.wiv Ilr :-,lj!)ai.~ 1l1_',ll'ly it' IJOJt qlli:u l"IU:d 11,1 {'xt~TI,t l"lllld not be done on thp main land. Thus the 
t .. t~l" .. ,,1' X'~'\\"[<)lllldl::lJ'l. :I!lll,': wi'll ,1,,<,1.,·,1 Wlt.~ I • f . tJ fi 1 c . t j' 

t-\I. Al~')\\'I',JnrllJ,·:\l('llti:tlli:'I:l)lll.~,whi,·II!'X:(·lI{! II opportulllty 0 CUrIng le 81 s ems Q(:'flst 
from \1:1"·1;,) 'qlltb\\"I''';! lialfw:IY 10 1\.:1:!lt",,·It'lll'::I,fllld I, 1)( ;11' tIle very banks where thfY are takrn. But 
ilH.'!O;jjn.~ lh~,l,~ 1>,:1 t (It' Lind 1.1.i,1 uown ~l~. Dristl:l.L::I~·,~ tlip l'alifortl~a fi~hrrmen caTTY their iit'h home 
f\:~':11'~;~;)\.'I~,i~'1'11;1~/i\\ ~i~;.:;;\II·;;;~"~~~I~,\'.(:~v!;-;:~.\'\.I':l;.::~!~ I to 1)(' f'nred, in which they imit.at:,.tl,IP fisher· 
foun,l 111;) f<.ulljol .. ' or (·,,'lIi . ..::!! ~llld h:iI.dlllt llllLtIlllW, mcn()f(~l(jl1cc-"t('r. Astheye~lrlyfJ-,hl:\'_"prod. 
Th,'·,,, j.~l.lll.(l,~ i"llrni":l ~~IJ("l il.l!"!>, i.,,' ":~ll!l; ~w,l I uet (,ftlli~ 110rt is lnr.<:!:er than. that Of:l!lyothr.'r 
IJ1·_'ll,It"1ll.;11:.1, a3wellas::ll~'J:>tr:rl11~t(:1~ .. 1, ,I in Korth ~\merica, perhaps In,the world, this 
11:11 atlullJ::r letter .Jrl".,Br~'~nL :-;'~):-:; ~~l:lt. 111,\ i example cannot IJC' witho.ut \\'('l.'!~lt, , 

sJ~o:~,-.; c:J .... ,. of the l'lltl.l!)( t to ((lill.. S .1111(. II (:L) The 1}uul·:,t ~lso lS of I,rlme l1Pcc::;~lty, 
'Yldl'll a.., t)I,'Y cxtl'lld :-11.ll111\':'1\"ll til. L.,r.llll(1<'I Fish are not ('~!1!.~ht and ('1-:1'1'11 except for a 
G1t;) ::llll thl:.~.1 t,1,ll'r~; ~re at'I,) LLl':_c,;.~bt"l:;~ :::~I,lL~,l market. Bt .. ...,idl,:-; the extc'ndl,d const, :y~erean 
of Il"lllcC' \\ I,l.b.un S~)~lll(l. 'lJl;l .1 . ."lll1 ,f).J ~I_().:~ I immediate lkm:lIIcl 1TIn"t :lI\y;IY.,,: prevmlll1 pro. 
601111d amI ~ltka. l.he ,l'C'llfl.'d :-lllP·m,L .... tll

l 
ortiontoanincna:"ill.0::pop\!l:~(if'n.thel'eisan 

aJJs 11~at he, nevl;;!r e~a(~llnl'd ,till'.';!" ~:hl ~:~~~. t~ ~xisting market in (':1! i 1"( lrn::I. wl!i(·l~ is :,1 ttf'~trd 
<1.:-CCI":;llrl lhelf c:;:act h~llltS, 1)111.. Oil I.'. Ill:] .: 11\ I by Ion ..... "(1\'[1'2:1:'.-" to l\:l!llt .... (1):!1L:t tor fish and 
011)" .111 tllt' t:uurse of his regular Illl.::.llll': .... :. d,l.) , II,v rc(~nt 'attPlIlpto;: to lind fi~Jlill:S gronnds. 
!lC IllIg-h,t ]{now when nn.d where to U1;(.lIl1 ~):-,11 I ~~11l Francisco at one time took from Okhotsk 
If he \\·L"dlf~.1 them, , IIts r.eport g(f(" 1'I'Y()~ld nine hundred t()n~ offish. bein~ :-thout ('ll~.(_.i.~hth 
auy ch,uts of SOlllHllllg" "'!llc.h 1 hav,> , .• :.11. oftheyearlyfi,hin"prwluctofC:lonceslor. Her 
aIt llllt;.~h t :10 c lmrts are, emnel dent. WIl II 1 t:1.) fhhill '.!," \,('-':8eI8 1a~.t='y(l8.l' hrought home from the 
far a,~ ,,,,·ygo. Cook partlCulady notices s?un~: ShuInnrrin banks fifteen hnndrerl tOil.' of dried 
lUg, 111 LrL:(ul bay aud ~n vanons places "lull., fish anC! t(,11 thousand gallons of cod liver oil. 
the coast. ('tlH'l' naVIgators have ~one thc~ There is also ft growinrr market in \\'~l"l!ipgton 
same. ('<rrd'ttl ~ur~'l'Ys have accompll~lH.d,. ~() and ()rf'~()ll, it')n, unf~ss I am mjo::iniflflned, 
much tha; '~t tl~IS tllnc .~he ?ott~lll of B,e~lllllg Bnt beyond the domestic market, sprenrling 
sea and Ot I~ch~1I1g stra~lS :t.) ell as the ~lozen from' the CO:t.-.:t into the interior, there will be 
ocean, CVtl8tltU~IlI~ one Immense hank, l~COUl- a for(.i~n market ofna limited amonnt. )r~x' 
plct"iy I:nu\',n l.n Its dcptl; and (;haract~l... : ico C ·;.'1Itral America. and the :-:tatcs of ~ol1th 

. ,\,1.1 tocJI tIllS the OffiCl~11 nyort of :l1". (, "I, A~eri~a nil Catholic in reli ion will re uire 
dlll~. aCi\llgSl1lTCyo~~?ili'hII~t"~l ~~rrtiE~[' I this subsistence, and being sof.the~n in cli;nnte 
mj"'" tf ( lC . CC1Clal) 0 e n enol III 'they l:1lt,l look northwart! for a snpply. The 
W 1ero 18 t:Jap;: . two h(,~t ('11 .... 1 on1('1'.'" of fllIr Atlantic fi~herics are 
, ".\I"l1'.~ lIly l:ua . .;t. b('~wcen C;I,P0J'h [Icry :11,1 11 ;;::d~~. II '1' 11 ('I h:1. two Catholic countries under 
Intt1I·I~':'-LlII1·":O"·"dO!l;").!I":Lll'JI;II·dJJ.ldIJLlt.11l! I fl.} ',:1:1 1.". I .. I 
"{'r;: ,d'·lit'.', ::l\'1 (It" a. 11111dl I:, .. '. I' .' i"'\' t!J:ln thrl.·(' I a sontllC'~'ll ~~\\ll. J he fu;]wrmen (If 1\ ~~:..;.H'.ln­
t:,d-i:ClI at. t,IL' 1':qJO or rurl1..1~:r II p II! l' ."~ 1':11 1(:'; al~;~ ..... n\IIl<l: l3etts be~an at an 1':11'1:, dtl~, to send t htH Cod to 
.0nIIIIIJY"·IlOlu:uw.':o!il\."-I.'f;II·I."\ll"dJlJ,~l.lltlJ:'l>.·C\-'I P t 1 ~. l1r,l· IIC.qnliccoun. 
:::in::';!.ll' tH t!lu~e u ,,1 IIY tho I),llll:; j", !, ',:J,I'll frulll I ?r uga , • p~1.ln, :In( ,1,.\, n. .L II 11 fi h 
l\b .~ 12hlFI"'tt-: and 1\r:line Wr'1"" 1ijll '\ ''\It :lcre n\lll trIeS under n. southrrn sun. ()ill" Ralt S 
w,-'re II) li"h 011 the TIlJ"lfJII~ 1)(lld."~. 11111(/1.' fhi~ ~'(J((~(, it I became popnlnr. The Pnrt1}':I':-:e mi;]i..:tr'r at 
l~'I','tl\l\l\TS;'(~~t!';II~t ;lljl'i'~~\.,I,u,~'~~l~~)I·'lll/;!l;ll~'i; !~'a. ld~~ London in 17S.f, in. a conterel?Ce ":it ~ :'fr. 
fully, '11l'11 tu the lar ..;(,,'t t,d.;:r.'ll ill tho (,fI.~tern waters." Adams on a commercIal treaty With the U mted 

Fl"1I1~1 all thi~ c'ddenC'(', including lTl:lpC: and States, mr;ntioned "salt fish" amon:.:,- tbfl ob· 
prr .... ()Il:tl ('xperiencr, it j~ f'~lSy to see t!Llt the jects most n('(,d(,rl in hi~ ('ollf]tr.':, an!l ndde~, 
fiut , .. "clition of " considerable Fishery is not :. the consumption of this article trl l'ortllgal l' 
walllill~, Immense, and he would avow, that the .\meTl· 

(~.) 'Prorer ('/iIlF'li(' conditions must exist can salt fi,h was preferred tn any other 011 
also. The pn",I']'ir::Ll harclihood of fishermen account of its quality." (J ohn Adam,'s Writ· 
has its limits. El ;"wlI('l"o weather and storm ing~, Ye)l. 8, p. ;\:j~I,) Such facts are more than 
have \..'()1l111 '~!,"'·l tltr abandonment of banks curious, 
which . ·,·1 I .. lie profitable. On a por- But more important than the Pacil;c States 
tion (', l:l,~·.t t h('rr~ C:tll 1)(, 110 such rigors. of the American continent ure the great (-'mpires 
Sout.h of Alaska and tic" Alr"l:i;]l". and also of.TapanandChina,withuncounle<1populations 
in Bristol IJ:1Y, imrtlcclialely to the north of depending much DU fish. In (,llin" one tenth 
Alaska, thc fishing grol1ll rh ,yill compare in subsist on fish. Notwithstanding thc consider. 
temp"l':ttllt"e with those ()f 1\'"('wfnnndland or able supplies at home, it does not f.:P(·lfl impos. 
NO",,;l\·. It is more important. t .. kuow if the sible for an cller!!:etic and commercial people 
fj,h wlwa taken call be properly cured. This to find a market here of inconceivable ll1aglli. 
is one of the privileges of northern skics. tude, which will dwarf that original fur trade 
Within the tropics fish may he taken in abun· with China that was once so t(,llll.ting. 
dance, but tlce constant sun docs not allow From this survey you can all.iI"I~e this ques. 
theirpr"s(']'\';]ri'll. The constaut raiusofSitka, tion of the Fisheries, which r only state with· 
with ou 1.\· a :'1'\\' bri:!IJt d:ty~ in the year, mURt out assnming to determine. You ca:l .JlH.1ge if 
prennt· !;., work ,.!' curing' on any considerable well-stocker! fishing hanks have I .. ".u found 
scale. li'l~ tIll' 1l::.Yi.~:ltf)r.3 make frequent men· under such conditions of climate llllll m:lfket 
tinn of \.' Ot'l,I',-,r'l"\1 'l ti~b on tlit' coast, and I as to supply a new and impol'tf'~t ~.'i.,!:p.ry, 
it is llIIC)"""""J that tiah are now cured at Already the people of Calif o I'll ia k"',, 'Ultici. 
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pated the allswer, nnd thcir pnll'rpri,,, has 
arresteu attl'lltion in Europe. 1'11(,.1 ()lIrnal of 
Pe,tcl'm::l.ll, The GC()~/J'(f)lh;sl'hc .. JI/{/Ii, 1//11/:/1'11, 
for the prf'f-Tllt Yf'ar 1 ",lliclt i . ..; the :tuthl'lltic 
(: (orman 1'1 '1..:( I 1'.1 (Ie gl'{)~r:q dliClil ~tiel1cl'), bor~ 
rows from a :-::'au Fl'alJ\-,i~l'(1 ll~q.t'r to announce 
these ~"U('v·-:.,:-:."r111 ,"p.' ,1.<...:,":-; as tilt' IJeginIling of a 
new l'llllllllCU'C'. If tll;.~ 1li' ;--0. as tllt'rl' is reason 
to IJI:lil'\·('. t11L'>(' cl)a~;l" anll H'a::: willluweancw 
yallll!. TlJi' fntnrc' onh' can di"c!o,~I' the form 
tll!·." Iliay Lil:('. TIll'Y ll~ay 1)(; a Xe\yj~!lllldhnJ, 
:l X()l'\\'ay, a Sconawl.. '11' l'l'l'ltaps u. :\i:'\\' Eng­
lall<1. ~nth nnothlr t;loucester amI another 
New Dl·lliurJ. 

iJlJluclIce of Fisheries, 
~\ll cmilll:nt Frl'!]I.']l \","r;tt'1'. an cntllU"~i:l~t on 

fi';}I'-'.~, ]1;,:-. (l('l,:d('d the illt!\lI~\II.'(' of 

Fi.,hl·ri,·. 1", ill".-Irat,·s hy Ih,.· herring, 
can::;:;; i: ":.:.,-',(.:'t~'~I~" ~1:ttLl]"~lll'I"(ILllll;L~"\-}.:,l)""'t: 
u:se h:~ . ..: .11 , .·1( 'I : :1" Ilt''-t lIlY (.d Ilat ltl\l.~.' "', \ d 11-
(lilt ".:. tl!,·~<'strong·\\"prd . ..:il i·;..!'~l-ytO~I'I' 
tLat I i,L'·r;.'~ as ~ "I'1ll :llH,lll t(1 111' "11':!I(:d 

I 

. ,C' _.,- ,.- ,.,-

should he 1""""'-'1'\',:<1 nllimpairr·<l. While this 
I',rn l""ilinll was unrler di:"'""ioll EILri,l;;c 
(.t'ny, who had grl)Wll lip UIlUll),'; t:lC fi,.III'!'­
men of ~la~::,aclHL-';I'lL::;~ l'epclh'u tlle attacks 
upon tilt,il' pursuit in wonls whicll :l1C 111ft (jilt 

or IlIa,t'I' Ill'l'l', "It is. not .SO 11111('11 1i:-;Lill,~," 
he :-ahl, '::t.':i l'llh:rpl'l::)'~, !lldlls,Lr.,> (..'ll11)11)),. 

ment. It 1S not so J\lll('ll h~h; It IS !.:,I dd. llw 

'pl'(l,lut?I',of that avocation. It is th:_, (:;11,1:1Y­

ment ot til(),'·.:p Whll ,-;oaI(] n!bl'n';: ,. 1)(· idk. 
the food of tho";l! who 'won111 otll''l',,,i I 1ll' 

hUllgry, the wealt.h of th't~'c' wlH) 'i',·()~tl\l Iithe'l'­
wi~(' Ill'" poor." .\n(~r tlebate it \\';"L; \I~suh·c·d 

. l,y C(lll.~rC's~ that .. the COlllmon l'i,::;ht iii' t:tki!lt~ 
ii:·dl shouhl ill llO case IJC gi\·ellllp. 'j F()l'th1'g 

I! l,ri.~.ciplc the ('111\,,~t. .. \.uan;s .cLlut(~IH1('(1 with 
i' aJllldy and constallcy llnttl It y,";)S iix('ll in 
II the tr'.'aly, where it st:lllll':i side JJ)' f:'ille with 
Ii th(· ackn(J\\'lc(l,~nlPllt of JI1,1('I,,'nfl'_'l1ce, 

in the di.::5ClI, .... :-:iull::; which ell,Jl:a thuB tri­
umphantly Ihe arl;Ulncnt fur Ih" Fi,J.c·J'i~., """ 
stated most C(Jlllj1rtCl1y 11Y 1:a11,11 !~ard, of 
Sonth Car1Ilill:l, ill a Idtl.'l' tl) .JIILn .. \.,t~I11'::. 
dated at P:lri~, :.!4th ~('pt(,!IlL,'r. r;~:.:":; ~'dlll 
what he sail1 then way lJ:; rq,c::lkd now: 

.. ;-::iur'c tb,' a,l\':lnLl'.!"\'" fI[("IUIIIll'l,"" ~1.1'", bl,'C'l1 wdl 
un,l('r.~tl"lil, IIii' li~hl'l i(·.~ h~IYI' h":'l1 I" J'..:",1 ll1>qn hv 
the n[t,\'"ul1'(I\','l'r:-: (If Ellropl~ ,t . ., an "I,.;,,<'t "I Ih,: ~-':rl':Lt'~ 

~!~I~'i~·L·I;~'I'I\~I:\:l ~\:(./~lill~:,,~;rt;~~(~ ;l( ,,\1 ;~~.,~, t ~ T' i \~",t'i~'\"~y \ ~~ t~ 
h:I" ('I1:lld,·1\ th"lIlt" ri..-;:I (:,"I':It 1;rit,,;11 at ":I, Thr 
lj..:h(')'],'., ,11'1[((11<11101 W("fe lint only tll:: i!r~t ri:-.e ((frill' 
l\el!ltiJji(', hut iJ:l\'l' be ell I!IU (;(Oll~t:'D.t :il1VPUi I ,,1' :dl 
]11'1" I",llll,j('l""l' :llld Il;IYi',':d~"n, 'I'lli., !,rallCiJ .. i'I:-:ld" 
j;; (,r ;-'1]1"11 I'('ll('nii hI the ])l1h·h O):d i~1 thclr 1'11101i(' 

I

I JlrnYl'r" tltl'.\" :11"1' ~;:lid tlll"l'l(lH'~t tl!c :-:;U]q·'·lJH' };(·jn~ 
I thal it wOlllld p]I':!.-\.' Hilll tu I,J('-,~ tIll' { ... , ('nllll'.'llt 

10 fi-hill:~' 1~1i' a snpport 1Il their new home, tl:t~]'·r.]-,tll(:;--:t'III·,,:llJll:t!.~I,th"1'I-1H;ri,···. Th"li~il~ 
I)ll wllicll Kill,r James relllarb,d' ":-':0 Gud I' cry (If -:;,'WI"I111dl:tlLll ~lT':J"':r Ul we j.) be :1 111illf' 

I '. I~:', 10 "L -d'" - I I (,r inlil.li!"]v !!"I·,':tlIT \';i111(' tiJ:1ll }.l.-.xi("() ~1l1,1 PI'-fH. 
l~V~ 1I.l.\ EOU, l1,..,~n l!,llf..::: tra c, twastle, It ('Ilt"wlI,." 1111' l'ropri(·tl;r~, i~ '·:"r;..;,.l at l,'~~; l',\.~ 

un ljj(' P:I("::; . llJ1>! I :~I'I'\'i - 'u. wonderful illlln­
ence uver :111..:' l'OlI'lil:di()j1 tl]l'rj'~ whi1e thl'Y gi .. ·e 
0. new til'rillg to COll1ll1l'l'I.T al1l1 enlarge the na­
tional resources. In thc~(' aspects it is impos· 
siLlc to exaggerate. Fi.')llCrmcn arC' not as 
other 111":1. They have a character of their 
OWII. bl-:itlg its complexion from l1wir life. 
III al1c:ii:~lt llome they hau a l"'l'liliar 11Uji,by 
witll gatn,·~; known as r;.:I'IfIIlO'; {./1/7i. The 
fir.-"!. ulUung us in tlIis l!ur,'-,uit were the Pi!· 
grim.3, who e,'on before tb,'y Ie/'t Leydelliooked 

rl~aclll.:(l I'lYlllOLllh they hegan tu tlsb, and not tcctiou."-J"llil n~I/·I:,;,. yul. 7, I'· 15. 
:qJlJ.~t1I" (".""11 call mg. ' .\~ soon as tlt'!y IIH-'n~l" Dllol i~ Ill,' lOt 11,lLtl ,'~rc~l-'tlJ rllJU. 1'1'11· 

l~.ug u1.·tl'r""':H(1.~ :q 11 1,1'1 II ,rial('(l the profits of the I I have .~r< 11}YI'(1 t.li('se ,a11u.<,ions th:lt y~u may 
1'lslll'l'll'S ai Car'l.: <- lid to found a free school. ~ec llOW tllI'}' L,ll'TI"~ 01 Ill::t (hy, thnllgn ,-:om~ 
Fl'I!li.l tIl;":; l\Lrilan urici'l a~'e lkrivc,l those' parati\'ely ,~Ill:tl1. ('1l1i.~·!(,d the eLHr,~:Ct' (Ii' our 
Fi,iIcri," which for a while were our chief 'I j'llher,'. Tradiliol! confirms Ihi,: rCl'I,1'l1. The 

und still continue an important sculptured image of a ('IH1 han.~jll.C:: (r, \11 the 
ekllll'tlL national wealth. The Cod Fisheries ceiling in the hall of the :If::,' ::telll' . lIs lIonse 
of t11f~ l~lti(I'd States are now valued at more of n('pl'(':~('lIt:ttive:-" where it was 1,L!!'"cl JUI'­

th,'lll two IIlillion dollars annually. E\'c'll they ing tilt' bsl ('tntul')" c()ll'-LIlllly I("'all,,,; this 
are ilJ[I'r;'.!l' to the French Fisheries, whose indl1strial :Lll(l CUllll'II-'ITi:L1 ,0;1:1}11.--, willt 111!! grcnt 
aLinualllrlJilllct is more than three million dol- part which it Ilf'r!'O)l'rtll'd, )\1l11 llll"'" it is my 
lar:.l; alld tL!.',~;l· again arc small by the Eide of the duty to n'Lll:lld 'y()l1 tll:11 j 11,,<:(, Fi:--h, '. i, ~,,~llfl.r<lC'(l 
Britisl1 l'i::IJl'ries, whose annual product is not so wntchfully alld \ ill d i 1-':l1<-, 11 will! '·':!I.,h eon­
far frnlll t\"·l'lljy-fivc minion dolla.rs. Such an I rl'\l'ri!!,~ zeal, Il;~,l a yallle' l,r('>"jll'l'!iyl' ral1~t'r 
Illtr'rc,;.;t llJll,t be felt far and Ill'UI', commer- tlIa'L lll·('sl'nt, or at 11,::tst '-":lna11 CI1lllj<\ll,(1 wIth 
cially and financially, while it contrilJutes to what it is lIi)\\". Exa('t fi,:;llrt',..;. Co\ I'rillg t111' 
the comfort of all. How soon it may prevnil ten years Ill't \\"'('11 171:.-, ,\It ,I 17~,-,. ,l",\\, Ihal 
on the Pacific who can say? But this Treaty during thi,..; pI'riol1 ~L\~.":H'lI:l:-:dt~ ('lll!II()YI-,d 
is the beginning.· annual1y in t1Jc Fi~h(·rif.' . ..; (~f~,-) n .:.-:1-,1-.: :lrlll)llllling 

Of COursC it is difficult to cstimate what is to 2~,(j~O 1011:-:, an<lClldy 1,-iO.-) lOtH. Tn ('IHltl':lst 

80 uncertain, or at least is prospective only. with this illtr'l'l':.;;t, wbif'h ::::('('Il1 ~ so ~;111:t1l, aI· 
Our own Fisheries, now so considerable, were thol;.:gh:d dll' timl! cUIl:-;id,'ra]JII'. an'tL"I'l'l'Sent 
small in the beainningj they were small even, Fi:-;hl.'ri(:s or our country; :llJll Ilf'j'(: n:...!;lill we 
when they insp~e.d the eloquence of Burke in I h""r' ('xnc,1 Ii.~tlres. The number of n',.,,,:h in 
that most splendId page !Iever equaled ev~n Ihe Cod 1, I,hery alone In IHa, .lwL ,h,·j"re the 
by himself. But the ContIncntal Congress,!l1 ,I,II,,,ht. of Ih" war reacl,,',1 IlltH IJlbllw".<, was 
its oriO"inal instructions to its comTllif;sioners II ~~I.-!;::I!llnltlltillgtol:11,lj(jGtons,;~nd·.\ilh l:).~il 
for thg nC!jotiation of peace with Great Brit'l'l men, heingmore than fonrtimes as ""'''.\ \ ," ",Is 
ain requi'red as a fundamental cOlHlition, and mC'lI. and more than five limes at:> TIIllcil 

ne;t to Independence, that these Fishel'irs tonnage, as for ten years prccedin;; the Hcvo, 
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lution was employed annually by Massachusetts, 
representing at that time the fishing interest of 
the country. 

Small hcginnings, therefore, arc no discour· 
agement to me, and I turn with confidence to 
the future. Already the local Fisheries on this 
coast have developed among the generations 
of natives a singular gift in building and man· 
agin~ their ,mall craft so as to excite the fre· 
qucnt admiration of voyagers. The larger 
Fi;.:IH·rit.:~ there will naturally exercise a corre­
sponding intluence on the population dcsti~ed 
to buil,1 and manage the larger craft. 'I he 
beautiful baidar will give way to the fishing· 
smack, the clipper, and the steamer. All 
thing' will be changed in form and propor· 
tion; but the original aptitude for the sea will 
remain. A practical race of intrepid naviga· 
tors will swarm the coast, ready for any enter· 
prise of business or patriotism. Commerce 
will find new arms; the country new defend· 
ers; the national flag new hands to bear it 
aloft. 

SUMMA.RY. 

Mr. President, I now conclude this examina­
tion. From n revic'w of the origin of the Treaty, 
and the ~t'lwral cOllsiderations with regard to 
it we ha\"(' l,a.'"~::;ell to an examination of' these 
possessions nnder different heads, in order to 
arrive at a knowledge of their character and 
value; and here we have noticed the existing 
Government, which was found to be nothing hut 
a fur company, whose only ohject is trade; 
then the Population, where a very few Hussians 
and l'1'l'!J}C'S are a scanty fringe to the ahorig­
ina1 races; then the Climate, a ruling influence, 
with its thermal current of ocean and its eccen­
tric isothermal line, by which the rigors of that 
coast are tempered to a mildness unknown in 
the samc latitude on the Atlantic side; then, 
the Vegctahle Products, so far as known, chief 
among which are forests of pine and fir waiting 
for tbe ax; then the Mineral Products, among 
which are coal and copper, if not iron, silver, 
lead, and gold, besides the two great products 
of New England, "granite and icc:" then the 
Furs, including precious sldns of the Black Fox 
and Sea Otter, which originally tempted the 
settlement, and have remained to this day the 
exclusive object of pursuit; and lastly, the 
Fisberies, which, in waters superabundant with 
animal life beyond any of the globe, seem to 
promise a new commerce to the country. All 
these I have presented plainly and impartially, 
exhilJiting my authorities as I proceeded. I 
bave done little more than hold the scales. If 
these have inclined on either side it is because 
~eason or testimony on that side was the weight­
Ier. 

WHaT REMAINS TO BE DONE. 

As these extensive possessions, constitu ting a 
corner of the contin~nt, pas~ from the imperial 
GovernmentofRussla they wIll naturally receive 
a new name. They will be no longer Russian 
America. How shall they be called? Clearly 

any name borrowed from classical history or 
from individual invention will be little better 
than a misnomer or a nickname unworthy of 
snch an occasion. Even if taken from our 
own history it will be of doubtful taste. The 
name should come from the country itself. It 
should he indigenous, aboriginal, one of tbe 
autochthons of the soil. IIappily such a 
name exists, which is as proper in sound as in 
origin. It appears from the report of Cook, 
th,· illustrious navigator, to whom I have so 
often referred, that the euphonious name now 
applied to the peninsula which is the conti. 
nental link of the Aleutian chain was the sole 
word used originally by the native islanders 

, ,. when speaking of the American continent in 
general, which they knew perfectly well to be a 
great land." It only remains that, following 
these natives, whose places are·now ours, we, 
too, should call this" great land" Alaska. 

Another change must be made without delay. 
As thc settlements of this coast came Eastward 
from Russia, bringing with the Russian Bag 
'Vest ern time, the day is earlier by twenty· four 
bours with them than with us, 80 that their Sun· 
day is our Saturday, and the other days of the 
week are in corresponding discord. This must 
be rectified according to the national meridian, 
so that there shall be the same Sunday for all, 
and the other days of the week shall be in cor· 
responding harmony. Important changes must 
follow, of which this is typical. All else must 
be rectifierl according to tbe national meridian. 
so that within tbe sphere of our'common COUll' 

try there shall be PHr!"w here tlte same generous 
rule and one prevailing harmony. Of course, 
the unreformed Julian calendar, received from 
Russia, will give placc to ours; Old Style yield· 
ing to New Sty Ie. 

An ollject of immediate practical interest 
will be the survey of the extended and indented 
eoa"t by our own officers, bringing it all within 
the domain of science and assuring to naviga· 
tion much-needed assistance, while the nepub· 
lic is honored by a continnation of national 
charts, where execution vies with science, and 
the art of engraving is the heautiful hand· 
maid. Associated with this survey, and scarcely 
inferior in value, will be the examination of 
the country hy scientific explorers, so that its 
geological structure may become known with 
its varions products, vegetable and mineral. 
But yonr best work and most important endow· 
ment will be the Republican Government, 
which, looking to a long future, you will organ­
ize, with schools free to all and with equal 
laws, before which every citizen will stand erect 
in tbe consciousness of manhood. Here will 
be a motive power, without which Coal itself 
will be insufficient. Here will be a source of 
wealth more inexhaustible than any Fisheries. 
Besto:", such a government, and you will bestow 
wh.at IS hetterthan all you can receive, whether 
qUllltals of fish, sands of gold, choicest fur, or 
most beautiful ivory, 
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PREFACE. 

THE following correspondence, between the Chairman of the Commit­
tee of the Senate 011 the Oregon Territory and tlte :-;ecrl'l~ry 01" State, to­
gether with extracts from the Journal of the Senate, will serve to show 
the circumstances under which this Memoir has been \\'ritt<'ll and pub­
lishecl 

W.\SHINCTON, ./(/111111/'1} 25, 1840. 
SIR: I am informed that your department is in possession of much in­

formation relating to the territory of Oregon, its geography, resources, 
and the title of the l'llited SUites to the same. If consistent with your 
duty, I would be pleased to be put in possession of such papers and 
documents as you may think proper to send me, requesting that you will 
mark such as you would rather not have printed or made public 

Your obedient senallt, 
L. F, LI;\.\', 

C/{fliril/(I// qf the Scl/'c! ('0:: ,'; ,II,', 
Oil tlte Territor!! f)( IJrr'!{() I! , 

Hon. JOHN FORSYTH, Secretary of ,""Ir!/c, 

DEPARTMEXT OF S'LtTE, 

H"asltill!!tOIl, January 25, 1840. 
SIR: I have had the honor to receive you: letter of this day's date, ask­

ing for information relative to the territory of Oregon, its !!l'op:r~l]>ily and 
resources, and the title of the United States to the same .. 'Vlr. (irls'llIJO\\', 

the translator and librarian of this department, has been for some time 
past, by my direction, employed in rollecting and arranging historical in­
formation on the subject of the northwBstern coasts of Amenca; I send 
you the result of his labors, and subm;t it to the discretion of the com­
mittee to be printed or not, as they mq think ,most advisal?le. , Not hav­
ing had the leisure to compare the stdtements III the MemOir with the va­
rious works and documents upon which they are founded, I can vouch 
only for the zeal, industry, and good faith of Mr. Greenhow, by whom 
they were prepared. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 
JOHN FORSYTH, 

Secretary of State. 
Hon. LEWlsF. LINN, 

Senator if the United States. 
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From the Juurnal of the Senate cif the United States. 

"MONDAY February 10, 1840.-0n motion by Mr. LINN, 
" O/'r/Nerl,' That a history of the northwest coast of North ~merica and 

the adjacent territories, communicated to the Se~ect Oommlttee on the 
Oregon Territory, be printed, with the accompanyll1g map; and tha~ two 
thousand five hundred copies, in addition to the usual number, be prmted 
for the use of the Sellatc." 

"ViEil:\U'D,\Y, February U, 1840.-0n motion by Mr. LINN, , 
" On/e/'e(l, That the history of the northwest coast of North AmerICa, 

ordered to be printed on the 10th instant, be printed under the direction 
of Mr. Greenhow." 

The Memoir relates principally to the southern and middle portions 
of the northwest coast of this continent and the adjoining territories, 
which have for many years formed the subjects of discussions between 
the C;.,\'el'lllUl'nts of the United States, Great Britain, and Russia; and 
it is designed to show the origin, nature, and extent of the several claims, 
in order to afford the means of correctly estimating the justice of each. 
In prosecuting these objects, it bas been found necessary to trace the 
whole progress of discovery and settlement, not only in the territories 
,lbov" mentioned, but also in those farther north, in which the exclusive 
fight of the Rw.;sialls to form establishments has been recognised by the 
other Pow~rs, and in the region called Oalifornia, on the south, which 
constitutes a part of the :\lexic:lll republic. With this view, the original 
authorities hav~ been carefully examined and compared, and the facts 
thus elicited are here related concisely or at length, as their general im­
portance or their bearing upon the chief objects of the Memoir appeared 
to justity. 

EXl'cdilioll' for the purposes of discovery, trade, or settlement, and 
disputes between the Gov<ernments or the people of distant civilized na­
tions, have afforded, as yet, the only materials for the history of this 
section of America; and those materials have remained scattered through 
the annals of other countries, the journals of voyages and travels, and 
official or private reports and letters, the correctness of which could not 
be ascertained without great labor and research. Accounts of all these 
expeditIOns and discussions are ':tere presented, arranged in the form 
of a regular narrative, so as to em'iirace a complete history cif the west­
(;T1! portion oj our continellt-if it be 'l.llowable to speak of the history of 
a Coulltry which still remains almost mtirely in a state of nature. 

This work is, however, not strictly a history; nor is it merely an ar­
gument in support of the title of the United States to the possession 
of the territories in dispute. The writer has endeavored, agreeably to 
the directions of M,. Forsyth, to afford a clear and distinct view of the 
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pretensions of each of the claimant Powers, and of the "ir,:\t1l1 ,tanCe:~ 
on which they are based. Although he has, for the sake of complete­
ness, introduced some facts and reasonings not directly relevant to those 
objects, he has, on the other hand, suppressed none which, if given, 
might have led to conclusions more nearly just. 

In illustration of the Memoir, a geographical account of the western 
section of l\nrth America has been prefixed In it, together with a map of 
those countries, drawn from the best authorities which could be procured. 
The geographical account has been necessarily much compressed, the 
limits of the work not permitting details; while the map is, on the 
whole, much fuller than any other of that part of the world which has 
yet been published. ~\yith regard to the correctness of the 'k:<erip­
tions, the coast will, it is bl'lil~\,l'll, be found represented with sufficient 
accuracy, both in the account, and on the map; but the interior of the 
continent, from the Pacific to the Rocky ::\Il)lIutains, and, indeed, to the 
-.-icinity of the ::\lis'i:.;sippi, has been as yet ,I) imperfectly examined, that 
very little precise topographical information n"peeling it can be procured. 

{;rcat care has been taken to present the dates of the severaloccur­
rences, and the authorities on which they are recounted, so that the 
reader will have the means of satisfyinC; himself as to the truth of 
each statement; with regard to the reasonings and deductions, he must 
rely upon his own powers of discrimination. 

WASHINGTON, .lIfI!} U, 1840. 
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ERRATA. 

Since the following pages were printed, the author has discovered two errors, which, though 
not bearing upon any important question, he regrets, and is an.x:iolls to correct; partIcularly as 
the misstatements are injurious to the memory of Captain Cook, one of the noblest men whom 
any age or country has produced. 

In order to correct these errors, 
1. Substitute for the two la,t sentences of the second paragraph, in page 46, the fullowing: 

IThe Cape Blanco, mentioned as the northern limit of Aguilar's pro~n:ss along the coast, is 
pruiJal)lv the saUle on which Vancouver, in 1792, bestowed the name of Cape Orford. 

-:!. Esplln;e the last sentence but one of the third paragraph in page 79, containing the 
words-" In r ill., part of his voyage he recognised the Cape Blanco of Aguilar, near the 43d 
parallel, but he thought proper to bestow on it the name of Cape Gregory." 



GEOGRAPIH 

OF THE 

WESTERN SECTIOJ\" OF NORTH AMERICA .. 

INTRODUCTIOK. . 
I. THE northwest coast is the expression usually employed in the Lm­

ted States, at the present time, to distinguish the vast portion of the 
American continent, which extends north of the 40th parallel of latitude 
from the Pacific to the great dividing ridge of the Rocky JIlJllllt'lins, to­
gether with the contiguous islands in that ocean. The southern part of 
this territory, which is drained almost entirely by the River Columbia, 
is commonly called Oregon, from the supposition (no doubt erroneous) 
that such was the name applied to its principal stream by the aborigines. 
To the more northern parts of the continent many appellations, which 
will hereafter be mentioned, have been assigned by navigators and fur­
traders of various nations. The territory bordering upon the Pacific 
southward, from the 40th parallel to the extremity of the peninsula 
which stretches in that direction as far as the Tropic of Cancer, is called 
California j a name of uncertain derivation, formerly applied by the Span­
iards to the whole western section of ::\urlh America, as that of Plorida 
was employed by them to designate the regions bordering upon the At­
lantic_ The northwest coast and the west coast of Calitornia, together, 
form the west coast of North Americl/ j as it has been found impossible to 
separate the history of these two portions, so it will be necessary to in­
elude them both in this geographical view. 'if' 

In order to show that the fortietlt parallel of latitude is not assumed ar­
bitrarily, and without adequate grounds, as the southern limit of the 
northwest coast, it would be sufficient to cite the fact, that this line 
crosses the American continent exactly midway between its most north­
ern and its most southern points; but there are physical reasons for the 
assumption, no less strong than those based on snch geometrical consid­
erations. Almost immediately under the said parallel the coast makes an 

* In the following pages, the term coast will be used, sometimes as signifying only the sea­
shore, and sometimes as embracing the whole territory, extending therefrom to the sources of 
the river; care has been, however, taken to prevent misapprehension, where the context does 
not sufficiently indicate the true sense. In order to avoid repetitions, the northwest coast wIiI b~ 
understood to be the northwest coast of North America; all latitudes will be taken as norti£ lat,· 
tudes, and alilongUudes as west from GreenwiC/" unless otherwise expressed. 
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angle at a point called Cape JJrndorino, from which one line r~ns ~ue 
north for a great distance, while the othe~ takes a. southeast directIOn. 
Moreover, this cape is the western extrem~ty of a ndge of lofty mo~n. 
tains, extcnding continuously from the Pacific to the Rocky ~.o~ntams, 
nearly ill the course of the 40th parallel, and complete~y dlvldmg the 
reaion of which the waters flow southward from that drall1ed by streams 
en~erina the Pacific north of the cape. This transverse ridge, generally 
called the .\'//0/1"1/ l1fO/I/ltllillS, appears, indeed, to be the boundary indi­
cated by nature "betwcen California, on the south, and Oregon, or the 
country of the Columbia, on the north; not only does it serve as a bar­
rier of separation almost impassable, but the differences in climate and 
productions between the territories on either side of it are much greater 
than could have been supposed, considering merely their respective dis­
tances from the equator. California is essentially a southern country, 
while Oregon exhibits the peculiarities of the north. 

The C'na,ts of this section of America have been carefully surveyed 
by distinguished scientific navigators, and they may be found accurately 
delineated on charts; with regard to the interior, however, little exact 
geographical information has been yet obtained. From all that can be 
learned respecting the continent north of the 58th parallel, it is a waste 
of rocky snow-clad mountains, incapable of sustaining a population, and, 
indeed, almost impenetrable. Of California, or the country south of the 
40th parallel, nn accounts are to be procured, except as to the portion im­
mediately contiguous to the sea. It is only of the territory included be­
tween these two lines of latitude, which is drained principally by the 
great Ri ver Columbia, that we can speak with any confidence; even of 
this territory, all descriptions must be conveyed in general and qualified 
terms, and much remains to be done in it by the astronomer before our 
maps can present any other than very imperfect representations of its 
surface_ 

In the following geographical sketch, an attempt will be made to com­
bine the results of information and inquiry, relative to the western sec­
tion of North America, in such a manner as to produce distinct impres­
sions of its most prominent and characteristic features, adding only those 
details which may be requisite or useful in order to illustrate the state­
ments and views contained in the political and historical memoir. In 
so doing, it has been found convenient to adopt the territorial divisions 
indicated by nature, rather than those which have been agreed on be­
tween the Governments of various distant nations. The boundaries set· 
tled by these conventions will, however, be first described and lleneral 
ideas of the political questions at issue, with regard to thi~ part of the 
world, will thus be easily communicated. 

POLITICAL DIVISION OF THE WESTERN SECTION OF NORTH AMERICA. 

II. By. the Florida treaty, concluded in 1819 between the United States 
and Spall1, a ~me drawn along the 42d parallel of latitude, from the 
Rocky Mountams to the Pacific was fixed as the northern limit of the 
Spanish territory and the south~rn limit of that of the United States in 
west~rn America. ~y a subsequent treaty between the i'lltter Power and 
MeXICO, the same ~llle w~s admitted to separate the possessions of the 
two republics, MeXICO taking the place of Spain. The Mexicans, accord-
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i,?gly, claim the country as far north as the 42d parallel; but the Rus­
Sians effectually b~r the exercise of any i\Icxir'an authority beyond the 
Bay of San FrancIsco, near the 38th degree, by means of their colonies 
and garrisons in that quarter, established in 1812, and ever since main­
tained in defiance alike of Spain and of her republican successors. 

By the convention of 1824, between the United States and Hll,;,ia, it 
was agreed that the RUSSIans should make no settlements on the west 
coasts of North America, or the adjacent islands, south nf the latitude of 
54 degrees 40 minutes, and the United States should establish none 
north of that parallel. 

By the convention ofI S:2;j, between Russia and Great Britain, it was 
in like manner stipulated that the British should occupy no place on the 
coasts or islands north of 54 degrees and 40 minutes, and that the Rus­
sians should malw no settlement south of the ,alllC latitude; it was, more­
over, agreed that a line drawn from that parallel northward, along the 
summits of the mountains, within :20 miles of the ,ca, to its intersec­
tion with the 141st meridian of longitude west from Greenwich, (passing 
through Mount Saint Elias,) and thence, along that meridian, to the Arc­
tic Sea, should be the "limit between the Russian and British posses­
sions on the continent of America to the northwest." 

Thus two lines of boundary appear on the map of l'\nrtlll\'Cst "\mcri('a, 
running completely across it: one northward, from the latitude of 34 de­
grees 40 minutes, to the Arctic sea, as settled between Great Britain and 
Russia; and the other following the course of the 42d parallel, fr<llll the 
Pacific to the Rocky Mountains, as agreed on between the United States 
and Mexico. Of the intermediate region, no part has been as yet defini­
tively assigned by convention to anyone nation; the Americans claim 
the portion north from the ·1:2d parallel, and the British claim that south 
from the other line of boundary-each party to an extent undefined, but 
so far as to secure for itself the large and valuable country drained by the 
Columbia River. These nations have provisionally compromised their 
pretensions by an arrangement, made in 1818, and continued in 1 S:2i for 
an unlimited period, to the effect, that any territory in that section of 
America, claimed by either, should be equally free and open for naviga­
tion, trade, and settlement, to the citizens or subjects of both; the Gov­
ernment of each being at liberty to abrogate the arrangement, after giv-
ing due notice of twelve months to that of the other.' . 

III. The political questions at issue between the Governmellts of Great 
Britain, the United States, Russia, and Mexico having been summarily 
stated, we will now present a-

VIEW OF THE WESTERN SECTION OF NORTH AMERICA, ACCORDING TO ITS 

NATURAL DIVISIONS. 

The northern extremity of the west coast of America is Cape Priwc of 
Wales, in latitude of 65 degrees 5:2 minutes, which is also the we~tern­
most spot in the whole continent; it is situated on the eastern SIde of 

• The Russian settlements in America are under the control of the Russian-Amerilan CtmI­
P¢fI1!/, of which a: putieular account.will.be found at pag~ 143 of the memoir. For notices of. 
the Hudson's Bay C07llljJany, to which belong all the BntIsh estab!Jshments west of the Rocky 
Mountains, see pages 75 and 192 j and, for caples of the treatIes, see AppendIX [F.] 
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Beering's Strait, a channel fifty-one miles in width, connnecting the Pa­
cific ,"ith the Arctic (or Icy, or North Frozen) Ocean., on the western 
side of which strait, opposite Cape Princ~ of Wale~, IS East Cape, the 
eastern extremity of Asia_ Beyond Beenng's Strait the shores. of the 
two continents recede from each other. The north coast r:if _1mel1ca has 
been traced from Cape Prince of Wales northeastward, to Cape Bar­
row, in latitude of 71 degrees 23 minutes, which is probably the north­
ernmost point of America, ~nd thence eastward .for more than a thou­
sand miles thouah not conttnuously to the Atlantic; no vessel has, how­
ever, yet pr~ceedgd beyond Beering's Strait as far ~s Cape Ba!ro,~. 

The southernmost point. of the west coas.t of l'iorth Amenc1l: IS Cape 
.S'all Lucas, in latitude of 22 degrees S;! mtnutes, the extrem~ty of the 
great PI'lIimmla of California, which stretches fro,m t~e Amencan con­
tinent on the Pacific side, nearly in the same dlfectlOn, and between 
nearly the same parallels of latitude as that of Florida on the Atlantic. 
The Californian peninsula joins the main land under the 33d parallel; 
south of which, it is separated from Mexico, on the east, by the long 
arm of the ocean called by the Spaniards the l'tr1l!illiun Sea and the Sea 
r:if COI'II's, but more generally known as the Gulf of California. 

The coast extending between these two capes is not less than four 
thousand miles in length, and is bordered by a continuous line of moun­
tains, which in most places overhang the sea, and are nowhere distant 
from it more than eighty miles. From Cape San Lucas the general di­
rection of the shores is northwest as far as Cape Mendocino, near the 
40th degree (If latitude; thence it runs almost due north to Cape Flat­
tery, at the entrance of the Strait of Fuca, near the 48th degree, where 
it makes an angle ·by turning to the east. South of Cape Flattery the 
coast is comparatively regular and free from great sinuosities, and there 
are only a few islands, all of which are small, in its vicinity; northward 
of that point, to Cape SpenSel" near the 58th degree, it is, on the contrary, 
indented by numerous bays and inlets penetrating the land, and it is 
completely masked by islands separated from each other and from the 
continent by narrow and intricate channels. These islands compose the 
Northwest Archipelago; they lie together in a recess of the continental 
coast between Cape Flattery and Cape Spenser, in length about seven 
hundred miles, and in breadth about one hundred and twenty; and they 
are, indeed, simply a continuation, through the sea, of the mountain­
chain which forms the westernmost rampart of America. Beyond Cape 
Spenser the American coast makes a bend, runnin!!' northwest to the 
foot of JJOllilt ,\"I/iilt Elias, the loftiest peak on the ~continent and the 
most striking landmark on its western shore; thence westward' nearly in 
the course of the 60th parallel, and then southwest to the extremity of 
the PCI/il/sultt r:if Aliaska, in 54 degrees 40 minutes around which it 
again turns to. the ~orth, and ,cont~nues in that cou;se to Cape Prince 
of Wales. ,A1Ja~ka IS, lIke CalIforma, f~rmed by the projection of a lofty 
mO~llltam-,ndge m~o the PacIfic; from Its extremity, and as if in contin­
uatIOn of tt, a cham of islands, called the Aleutian Archipelago, extends 
westward, across the sea, to the vicinity of the opposite Asiatic Penin­
sula of Kamschatka. 

IV. Of the ~orthwesternmost division of the American coast, extending 
from Cape Prmce of Wales, southward, to the extremity of Aliaska, little 
need be sald. The part of the Pacific north of the Aleutian Islands, 
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w.hich bathes those sh?res, is com~only ~istinguished a~ the Sea of 
Kalllsc}wtka, and sometImes as Beenn!!'s 81'l1, III hOllor ot the Russian 
navigator of that name who first explored it. From this sea several 
arms run up into the main land. of America, of which the lar~I'st are 
,Norton ,\'1)/111'1, 011 the south side of the peninsula terminated I,v Cape 
Prince of \Vales, and Bristol Bay, called. by the Russialls 1\l/l/li,"';;"::':l/iu 
Ulll!~ on the northwest side of Aliaska. The upper part of Bristol Bay 
IccI,i I'<~s the waters of a large lake called 1_,,1.'1' Sltellil.:of; a little west of 
the outlet of which, 011 the shore of the bay, stund.s the small Russian 
factory, or fur·trading establishment, of .lle,null/roll'sk, the ouly spot on 
this whole coast occupied by civilized persons. 

The A/eutian Ardliprla!,{o is considered by the Russians as consisting 
of three [,fTOUpS of islands. X earest .\.liasLt are the }Ob,e L,Zands, (If which 
the largest are Ullil/ll//.:, UnalashklL, and C'IIIIIIII;; l1<'xt to these are the 
Amlrel/ 11O/I'd;!! I:slallds, among which are ,~tSI'/;I/, l'uItaga, and. }\I/II".::'((, 

with many smaller islands, sometimes called. the Rat Islands; the most 
western group is that first called the ,!lelllil/ll or A1eolltsk!l hfrllil/S, which 
are AttOIl, JI('l/llOi, (or Copper L"f,lIu/,j and IJI'Clill:!,"s [811/1/(1, On the lat­
ter Beering was wrecked and. lost his life ill 1711. These islands are 
nearly all, lik" Aliaska, rocky, mountainous, and volcanic; they are of 
little value in an agricultural point of I'iew, but the Russians derive great 
advantage from the skins allll furs of animals in and about their shores, 
for procuring which they have several establishments in the Archipel­
ago, particularly on Unalashka. The original inhabitants are a hardy 
and bold. race, whom the Russians had great difficulty in subduing; these 
people are, however, at the present day, elllployed by their masters in 
fishing and hunting for furs in every part of the Pacific, and they com· 
pose a large proportion of the population of all the Rus;,iull settlements 
in Amcri"a. There are other islands in the Sea of Kamsehatka, of which 
the largest are Nllllil'lli.-, near the .\llleri\:~lli shore, ul\(l,']' the 60th parallel, 
and Saint £'01'/'1'11"(' ur Clrrb:'sfJI/Ii'I, at the elltr~tllCC of Deering's Strait. 

y, }{rIiIlSI'/rlltkr{ is a large peninsula formed. of volcanic mountains, ex­
tendillg from the Asiatic cOlltinent southward. to the latitude of 52 degrees 
10 minutes, under which its southernmost point, Cllpe LopfI/l;rl, is situ­
ated. '\Vest of the peninsula, between it and the main land I)f Asia, is 
the ,"'I'({ of OC/LOtS!;, which is separated from the Pacific on the south­
east by the ](ztI'ile Islands, extellding southwest from Kamschatka to­
wards Japan. The principal place in Kamschatka is /\(I'IJ'Pllu/o/l'sk, or 
the Harbor of Saint Peter and ";'Iillt PUlil, on the Ball of Amt,w/lIl, in 
latitude of 5:3 degrees 5,,) minutes; it is a small town, the inhabitants of 
which are all engaged directly or indirectly in the fur trade. 

VI. The next natural division of the coast is that included in the great 
bend between the souti.west extremity of Aliaska and Cape :-;PUISl'r. 

Here are to be remarked two deep gulfs, extending northward into the 
continent to the 62d degree, through each of which it was for some time 
hoped that a passage would be discovered. commuy!cating with th~ A~­
lantic. The westernmost of these gulfs was onglllally called Cook s 
River, but is now generally named ~n Engl~h maps C'ook's IJlle~, an,d 
is known by the Russians as the C£u({ of Kenay; the other, whIch IS 

only separated from the. former by, a peni~s?la" received from tI!e B:iti,sh 
navigators the appellatIOn of Pnnce Wtlltam s SOllnd" ~nd is dlstll1-
guished by the Russians as the Bay of Tschugatsch; it is unnecessary 

2 



[ 174] 6 

here to say more of them than that they contain many islands, and that 
the Russians hal'c several factories on the shores of each, Further east­
ward are Omljltrul!l'I"s Bay and }j(/lIIimlty, or 111'f'rill'.['s, or ]Jlulgrave, or 
Yakutat BCll/, where it is generally believed that Beering first landed in 
Ameri('a in 1741. In the reports of Beering's voyage, it is stated that 
the mouth of a large and rapid river was fOund on this part of the coast; 
Ilmw snch, however, has been discovered, though a considerable stream 
c~dll'd by the Russians Hem JlIr'rllloia, (or CnjljJ"J' RiccI',) empties into 
C'''1lIptndl1cr's Bay at some distance from the ocean. 

Un this coast are several islands, of which the most extensive is ftor/i­
((/.-, at the entrance of C,,"L's Inlet, separated from Aliaska on the west 
by the .Stmit of k"'ltellikofj its surface is rugged and mountainous, and it 
is iudented by many deep bays, on one of which, called the Gulf of 
C'hillilltskol/, on the east side of the island, is situated ";"'(tillt Paul, one 
of the largest Russian settlements in America. South of Kodiak, near 
the sl)uthern extremity of A I ia;;ka, are the Sf'/I1I1I1((!.:'ill Islands, called 
after a seaman of Beefing's ship, who died and was burier\ on one of them. 
!l[milit ,""(fillt Hli((s is on the northeast side of the hend, nearly under 
the 60th parallel oflatitude ; its heIght is estimated at seventeen thousand 
feet, and that of J[Ollllt Fuinrmtliu, a little farther south, at fourteen 
thousand. They are both volcanic, as are nearly all the mountains in 
this part of Ailleriea. 

The region bounded on the west and south hy the divisions of the 
American coast above described is believed to be a frozen waste, traversed 
in all directions by mountains, and utterly incapable of affording a sup­
port to a population except in the immediate VIcinity of the ocean. It 
is used by the Russians only for the ptirposes of the fur trade, which is 
.<:arned on at the cost of a dreadful sacrifice of comfort and of life; and, 
:IS the animals yielding furs are daily diminishing in number, this part 
cf the world must, no doubt, ere long be abandoned by all civilized 
persons. 

TIL The Nortlul'est Archipelago is contained, as already stated, in a re­
cess of the coast of the continent, between the 48th and the 58th parallels, 
(hdWI'l!ll which also extend the islands of Great Britain and Ireland on 
th .. ,,'estern side of Europe.) This Archipelago was first minutely exam­
ined by British navigators, who have bestowed on the islands names de­
rived "llllllst exclusively from the lists of the royal family, the ministry, 
the parliament, the peerage, the army, and the navy of Great Britain; 
none of which names are, however, or probably will be at any future pe­
riod, used by the occupants of the islands. To present all these names 
wonld be a tedious and useless labor; and little more will be attempted 
than to afford some idea of the principal groups. 

Kill!.:' O"or"l,the Third's Islands are the most northwestern; the two 
largest of these are, respectively, called by the Russians who occupy 
them ChichagrifJ's and Baran(!lf's Islands. Near the western side of the 
latter, and divided from it by a narrow strait, is a small island in the 
~id~~e_ of which ,rises a. beautiful conical pea.k, named by the Spaniards 
m lila, 3101lllt SUit lltclldo, and by the English under Cook three years 
afterwards, :l[oullt 1,'d!{eculllu. On the southeast side of this strait 
called by the Sp~lliards P~rt Reme.dios, by the British Norfolk Sound: 
and by the RUSSians the (,u!f of &tca, stands Sitca, or Ne1c Archangel, 
the capItal of all the RUSSIan possessions in America. It was estab-
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lishe~ on its present site in lR1)4; and, by the most recent accounts it 
contallls about a thousand inhabitants, more than thn'!e-fourths of wh~m 
are Aleutlans_ The fort rr~ounts sixteen short eighteen-pounders, and ten 
long nille-pounders, and IS garrisoned by about three hundred persons_ 
Th~ Adllnralt.'l Islands are between the first described group and the 
mam land, belllg separated from the former by the C'/wt/lIIJ11 C:ana! and 
from the latter by 8ti'jl!tW's PIIS,'-([:::'('. The P31t of tlie sea between these 
tw~ groups and the continent on the north is called Cross Sound, from 
which the Llfllll (.'r 1111 t!, an extensive bay, stretches northward behind 
Mount Fairweather. South of the Kill~ U<:()r~':'~ and the Aumiralty 
I~lands ~re the groups of the ])/1/;(' fir 1 '"r/,', ~lie Plillce of lYa!es, and 
ReI'IUII!,:'I!!,'edfi, (the last called after a \ }Ct'roy 01 M<:XlCO,) between whidl 
are Prillce Fh'rirri"j;'s :"'0111/(1, the Duke or Clarence's ,"'trait, and other 
passages. 

All the islands above mentioned are north of the parallel of 54 de"rees 
40 minutes, which is the latitude of the southernmost point of the P~ince 
of \Vale,'s Islands, and are therefore all, with the coasts of the continent 
in their vicinity, among the territories on which the Russians claim the 
exclusive right of making settlements, in virtue of their treaties with 
the United States and Great Britain, as before stated at page 3. 

Between the ;3"2(1 and 54th parallels, extends a large island, of triangular 
shape, which will be found on the map, bearing the name of Queen eftar­
If)tte's, or H'"slrill'!'{'JI/'s {,'Iffll'/' Ih weq.!J'll coast was discovered by the 
Sp:.miards in 1774; from which time to 17,"'7 it was considered, like all 
the other islands of the Archipelago, as forming part of the continent. In 
the last mentioned year, Captain Dixon, commanding the merchant ship 
Queen Charlotte, of London, becoming convinced that it was an insulated 
territory, bestowed on it tlte name of his vessel; but it was first circum­
navigated in the summer of 1789, by Captain Gray, iu the sloop Wash­
ington, of Boston, who, without knowing any thing of Dixon's voyage, 
called the COUlltry JYushington's bla II d. It was the favorite resort of the 
early American fur-traders in the north PW'lfi,'; and the manuscript Jour­
nal of Captain Ingraham, who commanded the brig Hope, of Bqston, in 
that sea, from 1791 to 17~1:3, contains minute descriptlOlls and charts of 
several ports, particularly on its eastern side, which are not noticed in any 
published accounts or maps. The limits of this sketch do not admit of mi­
nute descriptions, or many interesting facts relative to the island in ques­
tion might be related on the authority of Ingraham. He describes the 
soil and climate as being well adapted for agricultural purposes, particu­
larly in the vicinity of Olllllmas/tawalt Bay, a fine harbor on the east coast, 
in latitude of 53 degrees 3 minutes; and of H(/lIf'{)c/':'s Ril'~", on the north 
side, called by the Spaniards Port Estrada, which was atter it had been 
surveyed and named by the captain €Jf the brig Hancock, from Boston. 

Pitt's, Rur/;c's, and the Princess Ho!!,,! groups, are composed of many 
small islands, situated very near the continent, east of Queen Charlotte's 
islands. On one of these, called Dundas Island, the British Hudson's 
Bay Oompany have a trading-post. . .. 

The largest and southernmost island III the northwest Archipelago, IS 

that called Quadra and Vancouver's Island, extending, in its greatest 
length from northwest to southeast about 200 miles, between the parallels 
of 48t 'and 51 degrees, and separated from the continent on the south a~d 
east by the arm of the sea called the 8truit of Fuca. The spot on thiS 
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island most worthy of note is Naotlm Sound, an exte~lsive bay commu,ni­
eating with the Pacific in latitude of 49 degrees ?4 mlllu~es, ar;d affor~lllg 
excellent harbors for vessels in many places, particularly III Fnendly (Oel', 
on the north side, about ten miles from the ocean. This place was for 
many years the chief re~dezvous of the fur-traders on the northwest coast; 
and some of the most Important events III the history of that part of the 
world occurred there, as may be seen in the Gth alld 7tl! chapters of this 
memoir. The name of Nootlta \I'as first applied by Cook, who, belIeved 
it to be that employed by the natives; no word has, however, Sll1ce been 
found in use among them more nearly resembling Nootka than Yuquo~l, 
their name for Fri!mdly Cove. A few miles southeast fr?m Nootka IS 
another bay called Cl.lloquot; and further in the same dnectJ?n, at the en­
trance of the Strait of Fuca, is a third called Nitt iI/at, in whIch are many 
dands. 

The Strait of Fuca extends between the island last described and the 
continent, from Cape Flattery, directly eastward, about one hundred ~nd 
twenty miles, and thence northwest about two hundred and fifty mIles, 
communicatiug with the ocean in the north through an entrance, called 
by the Americans Pil/{!trd's, and by the British Queen Charlotte's SOllnd. 
The southern part of the strait is about forty miles in width; the part 
running northeast is in some places nearly as wide, but generally much 
ll:trrnm:r, and is filled with islands. This passage was discovered, in 
l;)~l:2, hy Juan de Fuca, a Greek pilot, who declared that he had sailed 
through it into the Atlantic; his statement was, however, disproved in 
1792 by rancouver, tlaliano, and Valdes, who surveyed it together, and 
determined that it was only a great sound. The island which it sepa­
rates from the continent, in that ycar received its present long and in­
convenient appellation, by agreement between Vancouver and the Span­
ish commandant, Quadra. 

VIII. The parts of the continent contiguous to these islands have re­
ceived £i'om British navigators many names, such as jYew ;Yorfo/Ie, Ne1lJ 
Corn wall, ,;Yl'Il' Hanover, and ;Y"II' Geor{{ia,. all of which have become obso­
lete. 'l'h~ country north of the :38th parallel is almost unknown. Two large 
rivers, the Peace Rirer and the Turnagain, flow from it eastward through 
the Rocky ::'Iloulltains into the JJwlc-r'llzie, which empties into the Arctic 
Sea; another river, called the 8tikine, has also been lately discovered 
entering the Pacific east of Duke of York's Island, in latitude of 56 de­
grees fiU minutes, which is said to be three miles wide at its mouth and 
one mile wide thirty miles higher up. 

T.he. cou~try on the Paci~~, between the 49th. and :38th parallels, is usual­
ly dlstmgUlshed by the BntIsh fur-traders as "'ell' Caledonia' and from all 
accounts, i.t resembles the nort~er~ part of Scotland in its ~ggedness, its 
lakes, and Its barrenness. Its pnnclpallakes are Stuart's Babine and Fra­
zer's Lakes, all situate~ between t~e 54th and the 56th' parallel~. Babine 
L~e commUlllcates WIth the PaCIfic by a large stream called SilJljJson's 
Rwer; Frazer's and Stuart's Lakes are head-waters of Frazer's Ricer 
which flows from them nearly due south about four hundred miles and 
~nters the ocean i~ latitude of 49 degrees. The soil of New Caledonia 
IS everyw~ere stenl, very small portions only being fit for cultivation; 
and t~e chmate, though much milder than that of the other countries of 
Ame!ICa between the sameJatitudes, is generally too severe for the pro­
ductIOn of the esculent grams and vegetables. The British Hudson's 
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~ay !J0mpany have se.veral establishments fi)r ('~rrrin~ on the fur trade 
III this country, of which the principal are Port .l/e,I'III/'/rio, on Frazer's 
River, about three hundred miles from the Se[l, and Port I_ou[fly, at the 
~outh of the .sal1:e ~tr(,~lln .. Fr~m these, and other ports in Nr:\\' Oaledo­
ll~a, commUnICatIOns are mall1tallled \\'ith F, 'rt Y ~ll':()\l\'('r, on the Oolum­
bJa, by way of the n vers, and by stcam and sail-vessels on the sea . 

. The roo:'t of 00 ,,'()JI extel~ds from the ~trait of Fuca to Oape Mendo­
Cll1O: It WIll be hereafter particularly described. 

IX:. ('f/pe :lJellf/(J('il/lI prese~ts two points running out into the ocean, 
a90ut ten mtles apart, of WhICh t!1e sonthernmost, in latitude of 40 de­
grees 19 ,minntes, is the hiC'llC'st and the most prominent. 

From It the coast of f.. '!ili/il/'llio extends southeastward, about one thou-, 
sand four hundred miles, tn Oape :'iall Llwas. (Ill this coast are several 
harbors, of which the principal will be described. 

Port nIJr/r'[f({, communicating with the Pacific in latitnde of :~s degrees 
19 millutes, IS supposed til be the harbor in which Drake lay with his 
ycssel in l.j7\1. Here the Russians made their first settlement in (',di­
fornia in 18U. Their chief establishment at present is Ross, immediately 
on the ocean, about thirty miles farther north; it contains about four hun­
dred inhabitants, and from it the northern factories Il"'eh'c their supplies 
of pro\'i~intts. 

IJ II!,! ""III F'ranc-ls('o joins the Pacific, by a p~ssa!!r' about two miles 
wide, under the parallel of :3i d!':cr!"'s ;;:; minutes. 'At a short distance 
from the sea it expands into a large bay, offering, as admitted by all the 
navigators who have yisited it, one of the finest harbors in the world, and 
possessing ['\'Cry requisite for a great naval cstablishment. It receives 
two ri\'ers, the .l'sus Jlrt!'irl and the ,,,'flr!'flll/f'ldn, at its llorthern extremity, 
and another called the '<""111 .lo'I'I,/ill from tht' south. The Sacramento is 
navigable for small vessels to [11f: distance of eighty miles from its month, 
beyond which little is known about its course; it is believed, however, 
to rise in the northeast angle of Calitl)fJlia, ncar the junction of the Snowy 
Mountains with the Rncky Mountains. This bay is much frequented by 
British and American wh,dil1~ \'('sscL, and it is, no doubt, destined to be 
the centre of an extensive commerce. Particular accounts of its nume­
rous advantages may be found in the Journal of the Y())';l~" made by 
Capt;<in Beechey through the l\inrth Pacific in the years n':~,1-'2i;. 

}1/fl/l/''FI'.'I Ray is contained in a semicircular recess of the coast, open­
ing westward, about twenty miles in width, hd\\'('f,tt its northern p~int, 
Cape AIlO /'-lIel:o and C'ujJf' Pinos on the south. Just wltbm Cape Pmos 
there is good anchorage for vessels, where they ar8 protecte.d from the 
prevailing llo~thwest winds, and are only in danger from the vloJent gu.sts 
whIch sometImes blow from the southeast alollg the whole Caltforlllan 
coast. 

Port San Die!fo, in latitude of 32 degrees ;"il minutes, nea~ whicl~ t~e 
Spaniards planted their first ('()lnll)" on the ,,"cst coast of Oaltforl1l~ III 

1769, is a long arm of the sea, extending southeast from Its mouth 1I1to 
the land, and defended against the billows by a. sand-ndge. 

The Ray of Sfllt .lose, ural' the ;t~d degree, Immediately cast of Oape 
San Lucas, at the southernniOst part of the peninsula,. is probably t~e 
same in which the ~palliards first anchored when Oaltforl1la was diS­
covered by them in 1.;::;.'), and which received from Oort('s the lIame of 
Port Santa U!'u:::. It is one of the places where the pearl-fishery has 
been most successful. 
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l'Iear the Californian coast are many small settlements, which were 
originally e~tabli~hell by missionaries of the Franci.s~a.n .order from :Jlex­
iI''', anti were intended chiefly for the purpose of clVllIzmg and convert­
ing the natives. During the subsistence of the ~palllsh authonty, these 
missions were fostered by thc Government, ami were mamtallled by 
means of supplies ~ent from Mexico;. but, si.nce the downfall.of that 
Power, they lJaye not only rCCel\TU httle assIstance from MeXICO, but 
11:1\T, Illoreover, I)('('n taxed for the support of the repubhc, of which the 
Indian neophytes were declared to be citizens_ These Indians are, how­
ever, unfortunately, among the most indolent and unintellectual of the 
human family; incapable of heing afl'ecteu by any other consideratIOns 
than 111<"'" addressed to their present and immediate hopes and fears. 
The missionaries treated them as children; and those who have been re­
ll10ved from under the care and authority of these priests have uniformly 
sunk at on('e illt" mi,,('ry and Yice. The Mexican population is little, if 
at all, better than the aboriginal; the soldiers and colonists sent there be­
ing generally criminals banished to thi~-the Botany Day of the republic. 

There is no rain Oil the coast of California from :Jiarclt to November; 
during the other months the rains are generally incessant, though in 
some y,'ars very little fi.111s. The dews in sunllller are, however, so heavy 
as to pn~n'llt tile de"tnll'tion of \·('.c;<'lation. I\e~lr the s,'a, the temperature 
IS at all times salubrious and agreeable, the heat of the sun in summer be­
ing moderated hy constant breezes; but farther inland it is said to be most 
oppressive. Agriculture has been, as yet, little practised in this country; 
the inhabitants ,uhsisting almost entirely nil the meat of the wild cattle 
which cOI'er the plaills. The soil and climate <lppear tn be favorable to 
the growth of cn'I'Y "egetable substance necessary for the subsistence 
and enjoyment of man; but no Ltrgc portion (If the territory will probably 
be j:JUnd producti\'e without artifiCial irrigation. 

Of the interior of Culifornia little is kuown. The northern part, or 
contmcntal portinn, c<llled ",'-ell' (illijill'll/'a, is said to be traversed by 
mountain· ridges, betm"'ll which are extensi ,-e plains; some covered with 
grass, fi)rming prairi,", Otll"I' sandy aml destitute of vegetation, and others 
agalll bemg marshes_ It appears to be certain that very little of the 
water which falb 011 this country from the clouds finds its way directly 
to the sea; as the line nf mountains which borders the coast is traversed 
only by a few in,'onsiderable streams, besides those emptyino- illtO the 
Bav of San F'raw'is('(J. b 

'fhe peninsula, nr OM California, is about seven hundred l1Jiles in 
l"llc;th, and one hUlldred and thirty in breadth where it joins the conti­
nent, under the 33d parallel; farther south its breadth is less not exceed­
ing fifty m~les in some places. 'fire whole territory consi~ts of moun­
tams; Its climate IS hot and dry, the soil is barren, and the inhabitants are 
few and 1,1lIseraiJlf'; ~.erivi~lg their support,almost ')"clusi\'ely from the sea. 

The (Jill! oJ (1['1(111'1111.1, or Sea (1. Cortes, or r-erlllillion ,...,'ea, which 
separates the penmsula trom the mam land of jUexieo on the east is 
about s(:,'cn hundred miles in length, nrying in breadth from sixty to 
o.ne hundred ~nd twenty. A t Its northern extremity it receives two large 
rIvers-the GIla, fiowmg from tlte east; and the Colorado whieh rises in 
the north among th~ Rocky ':lountains, about the 40th de~ee oflatitude, 
:l,ear the sourees 01 the Lewl~, the Pla~te, the Arkansas, and the Rio del 
Norte. The northern part of the terntory, on the eastern side of the 
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gulf, is called Sonora, and the southern part Sinaloa; they together fonn 
one department of the "\l(~xI('all republic. The harbor of Guaymas in So­
nora, ~lear the 28th degree of latituue, is said to be one of the best in 
Amenca, and t~e town has a large aud increasing trade; at the eutrance 
()f the gulf, on Its eastern ~llle, is another rising COIlJlIll']'('ial place, ";Ill"rl 
!lIazatlan; and farth~r south is . ...,.,,1/ Blas; alllong th,e principal por,ts. If ,\lex­
ICO on the PacIfic. 1 he olu JleXH'all towns of Uulw('((lt, on the flver of the 

. same llame a little north of l\bzatlall, and CILium,'I/iI, between the latter 
place and San Bias, are now nearly deserted. 

X. \Y e next proceed to take L(-

(}ENERAL VIEW OF THE PRIXCIP_\L MOU:VTAI:"f-CHAINS OF NORTH A~lF.mCA. 

It has been already said, that the whole ,,'estel'l1 coast of '\"1'111 c\lllI'ri.:a 
is bounded by a continuous chain of mountains; and it may now be added, 
that the whole interior of the continent, to a considerable distance from 
the Pacitie, is trayersed by lofty rid~.,s, sepmated from eaell (ltlll'f by val­
leys or plaius .of small extent. f If t Iiese interior ridges, the principal in 
every respect IS that known by the Q"lll'ral name of the J("I'/,,/ Jl!/)un­
Inills. fonning the northern portion IIr tilt' 2]'1':lt chain of hi,dl:~11I1s \\-hi,,!t 
str(,(,'I1<" from the Arc.tic ::)I';t tn the :-<tr;lit III' _\I.,!!-..il:lll. diyidillg-, ('''''I'l't in 
a few places, the territories drained by streams lI"will-!; into (I!J~ ;\tlalltic, 
from those whose waters enter the Pacific.. 'J'lml\1!!IJ(lllt its ,,-h,,!e (,1I1m.e, 
this chain li,~s nearer to the wvstcrll shores of the continent thall to the 
eastern, and therefore flluch the greatc.r quantity of the water which Amer­
ica supplies to the ocean is discharged into the "\ tlantic. 

The general course or' the n.wky :\r"ulltuil1 ridge is from north-north­
west to south-southeast. Between the .'),'ith degree of latitude and the 
48th, it is nearly parallel tn the Pacific cn;Lst, (fIIi11 which its lli,talll'P is 
about five hundred miles; from the -l~th tl"g-r('1' to thelUtil, the coast runs 
due south, so that the distance between it and the riJge is conslalltly iJ]­
creasing, and on the 40th parallel eFeeds seven hundred l11iles, The 
name of Rocky :lfountaills is not applied to any part "f the chain south of 
the last-mentioned.,latitude; the parts Horth of the 50th d,'o:rl'l' are 'OIllC­

tillles called the Chipell'lIaJl Jhllll!lIills. 
The highest pfJints in the Rocky Mountains, and probably in North 

A111('!'!<';t, if not in the whole western "lllJtiuel1t, are tiIllse avout the .3:!d 
dpg-rl"" (If latitude, near the northernmost snlll"Cl'S (If the Columbia river. 
?\Ir. Thompson, the a;;trollomer of the Hudson's Bay Trading- C(llIIpany, 
has measured several of these peaks, of which, one called Jl1/)/IIt! /:oiltn 
is estill1ateu by him at sixteen thousand feet, and auother, .lill/llit J /oo!.-/'I', 
at fifteen thousand seven hundred kl't aboye the oceallievei. It Itas IIt'Cll 
stateu that the same !rentIem<lll lias r(',,('utly i(llllld other l'"illts j~lrtlter 
north, which he considers to be more than ten thousand ii:d higher than 
either of those above mentioned. About the 4.:2u parallel are also many 
lofty peaks, particularly among the l' :i!l(/-ril'(/' JJoIIJltll illS, a spu,r or otI'set, 
which extends southeast from the mam challl, alld from whIch fill\\, llIany 
of the head-waters of the "\ii""llri and the Yellow Stone Rivers. l'Iorth of 
the 56th degree the ridge diminishes in height, and near the Arctic ::;ea 
it is only a line of hills. .,' 

Near the 11:2l1 degree of latitude, three other extensive ndges are Uluted 
to the Rocky Mountains; one on its eastern side, runmng towards the 
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Mexican Gulf, and forming the eastern wall of a great valley. or basin, 
throu"h which flows the river Bravo dellYn)"te; another, stretchIng south. 
west ~ and throuO"h the peninsula of California, between which and the 
Rocky Mountains is a yast region, drained principally by the rivers Cbla· 
radn and Gila, emptying into the northern extremity of the Ca~ifornian 
Gulf; the third ridg!; is that comll1only called the ,"'lImr!! J/OlllltuUlS, ruu· 
ning westward tn the I'acifl'~, in which it terminates at Cape Mendocino, 
and completely separating Oregon, or th~ country of the Columbia, op the 
north from CaliiiwnIa on its southern SIde. From the place of umon of 
these' chains also flow the head-waters of the Brayo, emptying into the 
Mexiran Gulf--of the Cnlnr;ldo-<l( the Lewis, the principal southern 
braw·h of the Columbia which falls intn the Pacific -and of the Missouri, 
the Y,·l!ow St{)Ilf'. tlF' Platte, and the Arl·:~ll1"as, all of which are dis­
c halC!""d into the ;\1 ississippi. 

]\(-':lr the place of uninn of these chains is a remarkallle depression of 
the Hn('ky Mountains, called the Southern Pass, affording a short and 
easy route for carriages bet'l-ef'n the head-waters of the south branch of 
the Platte, on the east, and those of the Colorado, on the west; from 
which latter, is another pass through the mountains, northward, to the 
L('wis River. There are othpr depressions of the great chain farther 
north, between the Yellow Stone, on the one side, and the Salmon River 
and Flathead branches of the Columbia, on the other; but they offer 
much sreater diflicuities to the traveller tlia!1 the Southern Pass, which 
is, and will probahly continue to be, the prillcip3.1 avenue of ('()l11munica­
tion between the United States and the territories of the Far West. 

In latitude of .;:~ is the gre3.t cleft, from which the Columbia flows, on 
one ,ide, to the Pacifi(', and the Athabasca, on the other, to th .. Mackenzie 
el1lptying into the "\r .. ti.: (I,·<,;nl. F~lltll"r north, the Peace and the Turn­
again Rivers, \\'hich ris,' near the Pacific, pass through the Rocky Moun­
tains into the ;\Ia~kenzie. 

Respectillg tl", ,""JlfJlI"Y J IfllIlI'/O ins, very little exact infOlmation has been 
obtained. They appear to run in an unbroken line, from Cape Mendocino 
to the Rocky :\lountains, b('(m?011 the 39th and the ·U(I parallels of lati­
tude, and to be united with the other ridges extencl~ng northward and 
southward. \\ hether thl'" are to be considered as a distinct chain or as 
formed by the union of branches from the others, is a question inter~sting 
only to the geologist; certain it IS, that they present a complete barrier 
between California and the ('ountry 0[' the C"lurnhia. 

XI. The remainder of this sketch will be devoted entirely to the con. 
sideration of-

ORE(;OI\", OR THE ("O{-0:TRY OF THE COLl":,IBU. 

Or:~f)II, considerE'd as. comprehe/lfling tIle territory drainer! by the Ct). 
hlilltJlf~ neer, together wJt~ the seacoasts of that territory, liE'S within the 
(ollowlIlg natural boundarIes: on the east, the Rocky :\lountains, extend­
mg about nme hundred miles, from the 54th parallel to the 41st; all the 
so~ll", the ::-illn\\"\, Mountains, in their whole length about sen~n hundred 
mIles, from the l~o('kr :'[oulltaills to Cape Jlewlncino,on the I';,,·jlj,·. near 
the ,10th. degree of latItude; 0/1 tIll' Ired, the Pacific Ocean, trom Cape 
Mendnclllo: about fi~'e hundred miles due north, to Cape Flattery, at the 
entrance of the Strmt of Fuca, near the ·It'th degree of latitude; and on 
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the north" the Strait of Fuca, from C\t]1l' Flattery, about one hundred and 
twent'l: miles east,yard, and thence. by a line running northeast, along the 
summit of the highlands separatlllg the waters of the Columbia from 
those of Frazer's River, to the Rocky Mountains, which it would reach 
about the 54th degree of latitude. Such are the natural boundaries of the 
territory drained by the Columbia, the surface, of which may be estimated 
at about three hundred and fifty thnusanu square miles. . 

The CO(~st 0/ On''!fI/I on the Strait oj Film is about one hundred and 
t,~enty miles, m length, eastward from {'OJ)(' Platter!!, where the strait 
Joms the Pacific under the parallel of 48 degrees 23 minutes. The shores 
are composerl of low sandy clift's, overhanging beacll(,s of sand or stones; 
f:om them the land ascends gradually to the foot of the mountains, which 
nse abruptly to a great height within a few miles of the sea. The only 
harbor immediately on the strait is j>"r{ ] Ji.""{)/'f'}'//, situated Ilear the 
southeast angle, which Y~lnC()llYCr pronounces perfectly safe and COllYe­
nient for ships of any size; it runs southward from the strait into the land, 
and is defended from the vinlence of the wan's hy j>ro/r'cfio/l bland, 
which stretches partly across its entrance on the north. A few miles far­
ther ea,t a long arm of th" sea, called .Idmimlf!! Ill/rt, penetrates the 
continent, southward from the strait, more than one hundred miles, ter­
minating near the ·17th clcg-rr'c of latitude in a bay named by Vancouver 
PI/!..!'I t's Sound; Huorl's f. ""1111 is a branch of this inkt, extending south­
w(',[wanl, and many smaller branches are ginn off on each side. The 
cnuntry surrounding Admiralty Inlet is described by \';t II('m 1 v' 'I' as beau­
tiful, fertile, and in every respect agreeahle; and the bay, "'itlt its nume­
rOils arms stretching into the intl'ri,H', must offer great advantages for 
commercial intercourse hereafter. The Hudson's Bay ('<Impany has tra­
ding'posts on tli"s" \\"atl'r~, of which the principal is Fort X((SljlllI11!!, at 
the southernmost part of Puget's Sound. 

Ull tlte P({f'itir, the coast of Oregon extends five hundred miles in a 
line nearly straight from north to south, presenting in its whole length 
but two places of refuge for H'SSf'/s, The llortherumost of these is Bul­

jinrh's or Gray's Bay, discovered in ]\lay, 1'j\1:!, by CLlptLiin Robert (;r~lr, 
of Boston; it is situated in latitude of 4(j degrees ;3S minutes, and oifers 
a secure anchorage for small vessels, sheltered from the sea by sandy spits 
and bars. "It appears to be of little importance as a port, in its natural 
state" says Vancouver," as it affords but t\\·o or tll1'4'" situations \\'here 
boatd can approach sufficiently near the shore to effect a landing;" yet 
should the country become settled, this and other.disaclYantages ltI~lr, per­
haps. be corrected by artificial means. The other harbor is t~e 1IIouth of 
the Hi!'l/' ('I)I/l])lMrt, abollt thirty miles south of the former, which was also 
~iscnvered by Captain GI:ay, and rerl'i,'ed from him ~l~e pame of his ship; 
It wIll be deSCrIbed particularly hereafter. Port 1 mndad, so called by 
the ~1':l1liarc1s who anchnred there in 17/;3, is aI~ open rnadstead m lati­
tude ,11 rlegr .. es 3 minutes, entirely unprotected from the oceall, and, ac­
cording to Vancouver, unworthy to be called a harbor., Several, small 
rivers fall into the Pacific south of the Columbia, of which the prmclpal 
are the K/'/tlld and the fflll'lllll, both discharging their water, near the 
43d paralld. Yes~l'ls drawing not more than eight feet water may enter 
the Umqua; at the mouth of which the Hudson's Bay COlllpany have a 
trading-factory. " 

On this coast are seyeral capes; none of WhiCh, however, project far 
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into the ocean. The most remarkable is Cape n/llllco, discovered by the 
Spanish navigator Aguilar in Itlm, and named by".ancouver in .1i~l~ 
Cape Orford; it lies nearly under the 43d parallel, and IS the l'xtremlty of 
a line of highlands which separates the valley of the Umqua, on the north, 
from the Klamet, on the south. The only island between Cape Flattery 
and Cape Mendocino, which has been thought worthy of a name, is one 
close tt) the continent, near the latitude of 47 & degrees, called by the Span­
iards Isla il" Dolores, or I"!,, of (hipf, in COlllnll!lllOration of the murder 
'of some of their men on the contiguous main land; it afterwards re­
ceived the appellation of Destruction ]stU/If!, from a similar loss there sus­
tained by a British vessel in li~i. 

-"II. The territor.1l,!miltlti by the C"hlll/!Jill presents a constant sue­
cessi,)n of mountain-ridges and valleys, or plains of small exte~t. The 
principal ridges are two in number, besides the Rocky i\lo11lltams, run­
ning nearly parallel to each other and to the coasts; and the country 
is thus divided into three great regions, which differ materially in climate, 
soil, and productive powers. The jirst 1'f'~irJ/l, or l01l' ('{jU/tlry, is that 
between the coast and the chain of mountains nearest to the sea; the sec­
ond )'I'!:;'/r!ll is between the mountains nearest the sea and the middle ridge, 
called the Blue Mountaills; and the t!tird l'I~i"lI, or iti!:;'" ('{jwltT/l, is be­
tween the Blue Mountains and the Rocky !'IIolllltains .. All these divis­
ions are crossed by the ColulJlbia, the main stream of "'hich is formed in 
the middle l'l'g-iUlI, by the union of several branches flowing from the 
Rocky .\lllUlltaillS, and receiving in their course supplies from innumera­
ble smaller tributaries draining the intermediate countries. 

1'he chain of mountain,.; running nearest the Pacific, southward from 
the Strait of Fuca, has received many names, no one of which appears to 
have been generally adopted. It is called the ('lIlili)J'lliflllf!ulltflills; the 
Klall/ct JIOllillllillS, from the Indian nation whicli occupies a part of the 
territory 011 its western side; and the Cascade ,l[olilltaills, from the cas­
cades_ or catal'arts formed by th,' Columbia, in passing through the ridge. 
Mr. I\.elly, a patriotic American citizen, has proposed to call it the Prf'si­
drllt Rr:ll'.:'e, and has accordin~Jy assigned to the seven highest peaks, 
respectively, the names of the Chief "\la~istrates of the United States, from 
'\Yashington to Jackson, in succession.'~ These mountains are of con­
siderable elevation, and many of their summits are visible from a great 
distance at sea, especially the most northern, called JIOlllzt UIYillpus, 
Ilear Cape Flattery. l\Ir. Wyl'th speaks thus rapturously of the view 
of them from the top of one of the Blue Mou ntains : " The traveller going 
west, sees the high points of the California Moulltains, about olle hundred 
and sixty miles distant, some of which rise about sixteen thousand feet 
above the level of the Pacific. All other views in America sink into lit­
tleness in comparison with this. From one spot, I have seen seven of 

• Kt.'ll:,>r\ Jlnunt JJ~lshingtoll i~ the: same cal1ed by Vanconver Mount flood risinO' due east 
of the mOllth of the Culumbla, at the distance of about one hundred mile,; ."'ountAdams is 
th~ ,:llollllt st. Hdcll\ at t~e same navig::tof, unde.r ~he 4jth parallel j .1Jllwt JI.1rf.'r.~/J'L re­
cen cd thUI name from LeWIS and Clarke, In 1805; It IS the lol't)' peak in latitude ,,1' 41\ de­
grees.1 wh.lch the Bntlsh fnr-traders have thought proper to c:111 llll!llllt r'U1CfIlIl:Cr; .1h')/ld 
£lad!~~n 15. the Jlonnt .l!acl(]/f~Min. of the Briti~h .maps i .. l/f/un! 1l1onroe is in laLitude of 4:) .de­
t-

ree ..... J) mIn~tes; .lIo/ult JO//Il QUIncy Ada'f1l.s 1S In 42 degrees 10 minutes; f}1o'Unt Jackson is a 
stupendous plDnacle, under the parallel of·lI dearees 40 minutes called b)" the Brlti,h 1I1trUnI Pitt. 0, 
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the. high points of this r~nge, extending from north to south, tl"'ir IHTf,'ct 
whiteness and steep cOllical shape causing them to appe~r like huge suo-ar-
loaves.'" b 

The distance .fi-om .the coast to the foot of this chain is in some places 
one hlll~dred ,mlles,.111 others much less. The IUlt.'ITl'llillc; country is 
cro~sed III "uno us .dlrections by low ridges conuect,'d with tiIl' principal 
cham, some of which fUn parallel to it, while others stretch tU\\'ard, the 
o.ce~n. Between these ridges are Yalleys, of which the two Illost extensive 
he 1111ln~dIately at the b~lse of the great chain, and are drainE'd by rivers 
flowl~g mto the ,columbia; t~le waters. from the o~iIers falling direct.ly into 
the 1 aclfic. Ut the two fivers which empty mto the ColumbIa, the 
northern, called the Clrltilit:;, has been imperfectly examined, and little has 
been reported concerning it. The southern, 11,'snilwd by L"\\'is and Ularke 
as the Jlu//{Jllo/l/(f/t, but now more generally known as the l!"(f//(fIJlf-t, 
has been traced more than two hundred lIliles due south, from its en­
trance into the Columhia, through a valley which is said to be the ILlllst de­
lIghtful and fertile part of Northwest .\llll'rka. 

The climate of this region is more favorable to a!2 rind ture than tiiose of 
t!le other parts of Oregon, although it is certainly ~Id \'l'I'''l' tn ~r('at produc­
tn-eness. The sunllller is warm and very dry. From April tn U"tlli>er, 
while the westerly winds prevail, rain seldom falls in allY part "f Ure­
gon; during the other months, when the south wind blows constantly, 
the rains are almost incessant in the lower region, altliough sIIIIJetilll"S the 
dry season there clilitinucs longer. Farther from the Pacific, the rains 
are less frequent and abundant; and near the Rlle].:y l\I(lUIII,liIlS, they are 
reduced to a few shn\\'ers ill the spring. In the Y<lliq's of the low country 
snow is rarely seen, and tilt' ground is lI"t oftenli'ozen, so tliat 1'1IIlI!,dling 
may generally be carried "lI during the whole willte-r. In )S;11 Ill,,' CII­
lumbia was fi'ozen I,'r thirteen <lap, but this \\'~S principally in "l>lIse­
q lIl'lWe of the acculllulation of i,:c 11', IlIl above. "'l'his countIY," says !\Ir. 
\\"y,:tlt, "i., well calculated fi)r wheat, badey, oats, rye, pease, apl'l,'s, }lo­
tat"e,>, and all the roots cnltivateu in tile northern ~lates of the l'lJillll; 
Indian corn does not succeed well, and is all unprofitable crop. The 
,i"It! of \\'II"at, wilh ,"cry 1""'1' cultivation, is about fifteen bushels of the 
l)I!SI quality to the acre. 1111]".','.' and neat ('attl,) succeed tolerably well; 
the winter being lIJilu, they are enabled to subSist upon the produce (If the 
open fields. Hogs live and multiply, but cannot be made 1;11 on the range 
of the country. The agriculture (If this region must always suifl'r fr"lll 
the extreme dryness of 'the sUl1Imer. The ],wtiwls which ripen earliest 
sustain tile least damage, but those which come late ;m.' often injured." 

( It' the soil of this region, the same a('ute "l,sen','r says: "The up­
lallds are t.olerably good, but the cost of clearing til" enormous, grnwth 
of timber on thcm would be beyond their worth; It IS too thl~k and 
heavy to allow of crops being obtained by girdling the trees; ~nd I~ must 
l)e removed or burnt, the labor of which is beyond the conceptIOn 01 those 
acquainted only with the forests of the l'lIilt'd Slates. There "m'" IIow­
en'r, prairies sufficiently numerous and extellslve for the cultl\'alltln of 
the next century, which, being chiefly 011 the second bott~ms ~f nvers" 
arR extremely fertile, and above inundation." The forests III thiS part 01 

• Letter from Natb. Wyelh, in the report of I~e commillee of the I,Ionse.of Represenlatives 
on the Oregon Territory, presented February 16, 1838. See page 191i 01 ~hlS memOif. 
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America are, from all accounts, magnificent. Ross Cox describes a fir 
growing near Fort George. or Astoria. on the S:oh~mbia, about eight miles 
from the spa which measured j(1 rty-slx feet 111 Circumference at ten feet 
from the QTol;nd, one hundred and 'fifty-three feet in length before giving 
off a bra~ch, and not less than three hundred feet in Its whole height. 
Another tree, of the same species, is said to be standing" on the banks of 
the Umqua, the trunk of which is fifty-seven feet in circumference, and 
tW() hundred and sixteen feet in length, below its branches. Cox adds, 
that" prime sound rim,". from two hundred to two hundred and C'i(!ht)' 
feet in height, and from t\l-rnty to forty feet in circumference, are by no 
means nncOlnmon." 

XIII. The HI/I(' J1JollldoiJls extend from north to south, though the 
whole territory of the Columbia. between the Rocky Mountains and the 
elwin which borders the coast. Their course is not so regular or clearly de· 
fined as those of the other chaills ; and they appear to be broken into s~r· 
eral ridges, some ofwhirh run towards the Rocky Mountains on the east, 
while others join the \n',tcrllmost chain. These mountains are steep and 
rorky. generally yolcanic, and some of them covered with eternal snow; 
they are crossed by both branches of the ('()lumbia, whirh also receives 
several tributaries from the valleys ()n their western sides. 

The middle J"('!:;ifl/l of O'-('SfOll, 'between the mountains nearest the coast 
on the ,,'cst and the Rllle 3/fllllltoills on the east, is flillre elevated, more 
dry, and less fertile, than the 11;11- country. It consists C'hiefly of plains, 
between ridgrs of mountains, the soil of which is generally a yellow sandy 
clay, ('oH'red with grass, small shrubs, and prickly pears. Timb~r is 
yery scarce; the trees, which are small, and of soft u8eless woods, sllch as 
cotton-wood. sumach, and willow, being only found in the neighborhood 
of the streams. The climate during the summer is universally repre· 
sented as most agreeable and salubrious; the days are warm, and the 
nights cool; but the want of moisture in the air prevents the contrast of 
temperature from being injuriol1s to the health. The rains begin later in 
the year, and end sooner, than in the lowpr country, and they are less 
C<'Il,t:lllt and ileayy. There is little snow in the southern valleys; farther 
north it is more common. 

Few attempts at ('l1lti\,ati()1l haye been made in this region, and they 
have not been, upon the whole, successful. Wyeth conceives that" the 
agriculture of this territory must always be limited to the wants of a pas­
toral people, and to the immediate vicinity of the streams and mountains; 
and irrigation must be re~orted to, if a large population is to be supported 
in it. This country, which affords little prospect for the tiller of the soil, 
is perhaps one of the best j;1/' grazing in the world. It has been much 
underrated by travellers who have only passed by the Columbia, the 
land along which is a collection of sand and rocks and almost with. 
Ollt vegetation; but a few miles from the Columbia to~vards the hills and 
m.o~ll1tain~, the pr~iries open wide, covered with a l~w grass of a most DU, 

tntlOus kll1,d, whl:h remain.s g()?d throughout the year. In September 
t~ere are sltght ~ams, at whIch tIme the grass starts; and in October and 
l'\ov~mber there IS a good coat of green grass, which remains so until the 
~nsull~g summ~r; and ~bout June it is ripe in the lower plains, and, dry. 
mg \\'Jthou.t bemg ,wet, I~ lIke made hay; in this state it remains until the 
autumn rams agall1 revIve it. The herdsman in this extensive valley 
(of more than one hundred and fifty miles in width) could at all times 
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keep his animals .i~ good grass, by approaching the mountains in sum­
mer, on the dechvlt1es of wluch almost any eli mate lIlay be had; and the 
dry grass of the country is at all times excellent. It is in this section of 
the country th~t all the hor~es are reared for the supply of the Illdians and 
traders m the mtenor. It IS not uncommon that (Jill' Indian owns some 
hund~'eds of them. I think t?is section, for producing hides, tallow, and 
be.e~, IS supeno.r to any part 01 :\orth America; for, with equal facilities for 
rmsmg the ammals, the weather in winter, when the grass is best and 
consequently the best time to fatten the animals, is coW enouo-h td salt 
meat, which is not the case in Upper California. There is ng question 
t~at sheep might be raised to allY extent, in a climate so dry and suffi­
cIently: warm, where very little snow or rains falls. It is also, I think, the 
healthIest country I have ever been in, which, I suppose, arises from the 
small quantity of decaying vegetable matter, and there being no obstruc­
tion from timber to the passing winds." 
. XIV. The third and last natural division of Oregon is the Iti~/l cOllI/try, 
m.eluded between the Blue Mountains on the west and the Rocky Moun­
tams on the east. The southern part of this rczioll is a desert, of steep 
rocky mountains, deep narrow valleys, called .'/lJIt~, by the fur-traders, and 
wide plains, covered with sand or gravel, generally volcauic, which can 
He\'er be rendered capable of supportiHg more than a very small number 
of inhabitants. The distinguishing features of this territory are, its ex­
treme dryness, and the great difference ill temperature between tlte day and 
tit,> night. It seldom rains, f'xcept during a few days in the spring; there 
is little snow in the valleys in winter, though a g-reat deal falls occasion­
ally on the mountain tops; and no moisture is deposited in dews. illr. 
'Vyeth saw the thermometer, on the banks of Snake River, in August, 
1832, mark eighteen degrees of Fahrenheit at sunrise, and ninety-two 
degrees at noon of the same day; and he says that a difference of forty 
degrees between sunrise and noon is not uncommon. Such eircum­
stances are alone sufficient to render any attempts at cultivation in this 
region entirely fruitless; and a great portion of the surface is moreover so 
strongly impregnated with salts of various kinds, that plants could not flou­
rish in it, even were a sufficiency of heat and moisture regularly supplied. 

In this region, nevertheless, are situateu the sources of all the principal 
branches of the Columbia, the northernmost of which rises near the 54th 
parallel, alld the southernmost near the 42d; they, of course, receive their 
waters from the mountains, as very little can be furnished by the valleys. 
There are also many lakes in this part of America, some of wh~ch commu­
nicate with the Columbia; the others have no outlets, and theIr waters are 
therefore necessarily salt.·~ The largest of these collections of salt water, 

* 'Vhenever water runs on or throug-h the earth, it finds salts, which it dissolves, and carries 
with itself to its recipient. If that recipient have no outlet either above or under the surface of 
the earth, by which It communicates With some lower reClrlenl, and thus Its water" are not 
taken from it except by evaporation, the salt came.! into It by SlreRmS must necessanly be 
constantly accnmulating there, as evaporation does nul abstract a smgle salme "arllele. If the 
facts here <tated be arlmitted "' true, the deductions cannot be dellled; and It IS beheved that 
no case can be cited in contradiction of either. In like manner, the surfaces of great plallls or 
valleys, from which the water is not carried off either by. streams or by infiltration, are always 
impregnated with salt. Of this, the high plains of MeXICO, and the valleys ImmedIately west 
of the Rocky Mountains, offer examples; the soil oj the parts not regularly dramed bemg so 
salt 8S to renrler vegetation impossible, even where all the other reqUisttes are furnt~hed In 
abundance. The reverse is not always true; nevertheless, the saltness of a large body 01 water, 
or of a large extent of ground, affords strong reasons for suspecting that there is no regular 
drain from it into a lower recipient. 
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is that called by the Indians Lake !outa, and repr~sented on the old 
Spanish maps as L,tI;c Timpanogos, sItuated 1lJ one of the va.lleys or hoi· 
lows produced by the interlocking of the Snowy :Uountallls With the other 
chains, near the Rocky Miluntains. Y cry little is known .as. to the extent 
and position of this lake, except that It IS ve~y large, that ~t IS surro~nded 
by high mountains, and that it receives on Its northern side a consldera· 
ble stream, called the 11mr Hir"r. Captain Wyeth places ItS northern 
extremity in latitude ofl~ degrees 3 minutes. In one of the maps at· 
tached to .\Ir. Irving's account of Captain Bonneville's Adventures in the 
Far \V cst, that point is represented under the parallel of ilZ ~ee-rees 50 min· 
utes; while in the other map illustrating the same work, It IS placed still 
farther north by half a degree. In the map annexed to this memoir, Lake 
Youta is made to extend from 40~ to 41~ degrees, on the authorityof 
Arrowsmith; which position appears more conformable than any other 
with the best accounts. 

'I'l.l' northern part of the upper region about the Clarke River is less 
barren than that which has been just described; the valleys are wider, the 
rains more frequent, and the soil is freed from salt by the numerous streams 
which traverse it. 

Tlte COlllltry east of the Rocky Mountains, for more than two hundred 
miles, is almost as dry and barren as that immediately on the western 
side; offering no means of support for a population, except in the vicinity 
of the rivers, which flow through it from the great chain into the ;\Iissis· 
Sippi. The interposition of this wide desert· tract between the. productive 
regions of the Mississippi and those of the Columbia, must retard the set· 
tlement of the latter countries, and exercise a powerful influence over 
their political destinies. 

XV. The Columoia River now remains to be particularly noticed, and 
it will be traced from the sources of its principal confluents to the ocean. 

The northernmost stream of the Columbia is Canoe River, which rises 
near the 54th degree of latitude, and near the .5:2d is joined by two other 
streams, at a place called by the fur· traders Boat Encampment. Of the 
two streams which join Canoe River, one flows from the south along the 
base of the Rocky Mountains; the other rises in a great gorge of that chain, 
under the parallel of.5:3 degrees, its head being a small lake, within a few 
feet of which is another, whence the waters run into the Athabasca, one of 
the branches of the Mackenzie. Of this gorge, Cox says: "The country 
around our encampment presented the wildest and most terrific appear­
ance of desolation. The sun, shining on a range of stupendous glaciers, 
threw a chilling brightness over the chaotic mass ofrocks, ice, and snow, 
by which we were environed. Close to our encampment, one gigantic 
mountain, of conical form, towered majestically into the clouds, far above 
the others; while at intervals, the interest of the scene was heightened by 
the l'l!-mb~ing noise of a descending avalanche." The ground about this 
spot IS hIgher than any other III North America, and probably on the 
whole western continent. 

~fter a course of about two hundre~ miles due south from the point of 
umon of the three streams above mentIOned, the Columbia receives Mac­
gillivray'~ River, and a little lower down Clarke's, or the Flathead Rit'er, 
both flowmg fr?m the Rocky Mountains. Clarke's river is nearly as large 
as the. C?lumbIa, ab?ve the place of their junction; its sources are situa. 
ted withm a short distance of those of the Missouri, and, as the interven-
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ing ridge is .not.very high, it will doubtless form one of the great channels 
of commUlllcatlOn between the eastern and the western sides of the con­
tinent. In its course it spreads out into a lake, about thirty-five miles 
long and five or six broad, which is situated in a rich valley surrounded 
by lofty snow-clad mountains. ' 

The Clarke rushes down into the Columbia, oyer a ledge of rocks, a little 
before the passage of the latter through the Blue :'IItllllltaills, where it forms 
the Kettle lid/s. Just below these fllls, on the south side of the river in 
latitude of .[:-1 degrees :n' minutes, is sitLlatc(ll-l,rt (,o/Ci//e, one of the p;in­
cipal establishments of the Hudson's Bay Company; the country around 
which is fertile and agreeable, producing wheat, barley, oats, Indian corn 
potatoes, peas, and various garden vegetables, in abundance. 'rhelJce th~ 
river flows due west, receiving in its course the '''JIII/;rll/ from the south­
east, about one hundred miles, to Its junction with the Oka I/ft!.;111 I , a 
large stream from the north, where the Hudson's Bay Company have 
another fort, called Fort OJ.-r(II(f~(lII. This plaee was first occupied by the 
Astoria, or Paeific Fur Company, in 1811; from it the Columbia runs 
south to the latitude of 46 degrees ~ minutes, and there joins the Lewis, 
or Snake, the great south branch of which will now be in like manner 
traced from its sources. 

The head-waters of the Lewis River are in the angle formed by the 
Rocky and the Snowy J\Iountains, h('(\H'ell the -1:2d and the ,11th degrees, 
near the sources of tlte Colorado, the Platte, the Yellow Stone, and the 
Missouri. Thence it flows westward along the foot of the Snowy Moun­
tains tn the Blue i\lollntains, through one riLlge of which it rasses lIear 
the -1:~Ll degree of latitude, making there tbe Sft/II{(,I/, or l'isMII[!' Palls_ 
h then runs northwestward to its junction with the C'ollll11hia, receiving 
on its way the J[((I((I/(', the lr"jiti('w'os, or north branch, and the Koos­
/;:O()SU', or .'.,'alil/on Ricer, from the east, and the J/(tlltl'ur, the RIIl'llt Hil"lr, 
and FOII·rla River from the west, besides numerous smaller streams on 
each side. The Salmon River is believed to be that ()ll and near which 
the party sent from the United States, in 1,""'11, to form an establishment 
at the mouth of the Columbia, experienced the dreadful sufferings de­
picted by :\Ir. Irving in his Astoria. 

The Columbia, below the junction of its two great hralwites, receives 
the 11 (tf/o-lm11", the Umatfllla, John n"Ij's Hi"N, and the J'ltI/S Nil'f'l' from 
the south, and then passes through the range of mountaillS nearest the 
Pacific, under the 46th parallel of latitude. At the mouth of the Walla­
walla is Fort lValla-1l'alla, or l\ezjJf'rces, belonging to the Hudson's Bay 
Company, near which is some land tolerably well adapted for cultivation_ 
Below this r: ver the Columbia descends considerably, forming many rapids 
before entering the mountains_ The flllls are represented by Wyeth as 
impassable a~ low water, but passable at hiC:(il water both up ~nd down_ 
Five miles below them are the Dft11rs, or narrows, where the flver rushes 
through a space not more than one hundred .and ~fty feet wide, walled in 
by basaltic columns on both sides; and th.my-slx mlle~ lower, are the 
Cascal/cs, which are falls impassable at all tlmes_ The tide come~ up to 
the foot of the cascades, and the navigation is good for vessels draWIng not 

1 more than fourteen feet to this point, which is one hundred and twenty­
five miles from the ocean. 

At the distance of about one hundred miles from the Pacific, on the 
north side of the Columbia, and a quarter of a mile from it, stands Fort 
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T'U11('ouwr, the principal establishment of the Hudson's Bay compan,: 
west of the Ro(',ky "Jluuntains. It consists of a lluluber of wooden build : 
ings within a stockade, serving as dwelling-ho~s~s, st?res, ~agazines 
and workshops; and near it are other small btuldmgs mhabIted by th 
laborers, together with a saw-lI1ill and grist-mill. The whole number 0" 

residents at the place is ~bout eight hundred, of whom a large proportio

1 are Indians or half-breeds. Several hundred acres of land near the for 
are under cultivation, producing \\'hea~, barley, o~ts, pease, potatoes, &c., , 
in abundance; and the stock of cattle IS also conSIderable. 

The J/llftIJIIOIII";', or lI'"ffflll/et, enters the Columbia in the south, 
about twenty miles below \' ancou ver, It is navigable for small vesselsd 
to the distance of twenty miles from its mouth-or, rather, frolll its 
mouths, for it diyides into two branches before entering the Columbia, I 

and thus forms a long narrow island, on whieh Captain Wyeth enueav- ; 
ored unsuccessfully to establish an American trading-factory in 1835. 
At the head of the navigation is a fall, where the river crosses a ridge of 
hills; before reaching which, it flows through prairies of the richest, 
ground, yarying in breadth from a few feet to several mIles. In this de- i 
lightful v~lley the Hudson's Bay Company have formed a settlement for 
its retiring s(!n-ants; and another has been made by American citizens, ' 
under the direction of ~Uethodist missionaries, which is said to be in a 
prosperous condition. A large body of emigrants to this place sailed from' I 

l'iew York in the latter part of 1839; and other persons are said to bell I 

now in that city preparing for their departure for the same point. I 
Astoria, the first settlement made on the Columbia by the Americans 

in lS11, is on the south side of the ri,-er, eight miles from its mouth; 
it consists at present of only a single house, occupied by the Hudson', 
Bay Company, and called Fort OPfJrr;", 

The Columbia, twenty-five miles ii'om the sea, varies in width from 
seven miles to one, and that part of the river has been, in consequence, 
sometimes considered as a bay or inlet; this "iew is, however, contraditt­
ed by the fact, that the water continues to be fresh and potable to the 
immediate yicinity of the Pacific, except when the stream is very low, or 
the wind has long blown violently from the west. The river enters the Pa· 
cific between two points of land: one, on the north, called Cape Disap­
poill/Illellt, or Cape llrlllf'wk, ill latitude of 46 deO'rees 18 minutes; the 
other, called Poillt Adams, being seven miles soutlleast from the former. 
From each of these points a sand-bar runs into the water' above which 
the waves of the Pacific, on the one side, and the torrents ~f the Colum­
bia, ~n the other, meet with teI!ific violence, producing a most formida­
ble hne of breakers. These CIrcumstances render the entrance and de­
partur~ of yesse~s hazardous at all times, and almost impossible when 
the wlllds are high. The depth of the water, between the bars, is thirty 
feet at the lowest; no vessel drawing more than fourteen leet can how­
ever, proceed far up the river, on account of the irregularities ~f the 
channel. 
Thi~ river, like theothers in Northwest America, abounds in fish, partic­

ularly m salmol!' ~hlch ascend all it~ branches up to the Blue Mountains, 
aD:d form t~e pnnclpal means of subSIstence for the natives of the first and 
ffild~le reglOl!s. Of th.os~ natives, the lImits of the present sketch do not 
admIt a detaIled desCnptlon; they are supposed to be in number about 
twenty thousand, all savages incapable of civilization. 
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MEMOIR, 

HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL, 

ON THE 

:"ORTHWE ST COAST OF NORTH AMERICA, 

AND 

THE ADJACENT TERRITORIES. 

CHAPTER I. 

Preliminary observations-Early attempts of the Spaniards to explore the western 
coasts of North A~enca-Voyages made by authority of Hernan Cortes-Dis­
covery of Cahforma by Becerra, III 1&35-Voyage of Cortes in the Gulf of Cali­
forma-DIscovery of the west coast of California by Ulloa, in j539-Expedi­
tl.ons ofC0ronado and Alarcon-Voyage of Cabrillo, ill 1542-·£stablishment .,f 
d,rect mtercourse by the Pacific, between Mexico and Indid-Visit of Francis 
Drake to the northwest coast in 1579. 

THE territories first seen by Europeans on the western side ~f 1493. 
the Atlantic were naturally supposed to be parts of Asia, or to lie 
in the immediate vicinity of that continent, the eastern limits of 
which were then unknown; and, as the circumference of the 
earth was moreover, at that time, considered to be much less than 
it really is, hopes were entertained among the maritime nations 
of Europe that some route for their ships to India, safer and short-
er than any around the southern extremity of Africa, would be 
speedily discovered. 

It was under the influence of such expectations that the uni- 1495. 
ted Spanish Sovereigns concluded with the King of Portugal the 
celebrated Treaty of Partition, founded on the bull issued in 1494, 
by Pope AlexanderYI. Agreeably to this treaty, the Spaniards were 
to make no attempts to communj~ate with India by sea through 
eastern routes, which became in a manner the property of Portu-
gal; while, on the other hand, they were to possess exclusive 
control and use of every western channel of intercourse with 
those countries, which might be discovered. This and other im­
portant questions of jurisdiction having been thus definitively 
settled between the two greatest maritime Powers of Europe, 
under the guaranty of the highest authority then recognised 
among civilized nations, each of the parties to the treaty contin-
ued its researches within the limits assigned to it. 

3 
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1493. 

1513. 

1519. 

1520. 

1517 
to 

1532. 

In these examinations, the Portuguese were the most success· 
ful. They soon found their w~y by the. Cape of Good Hope .to 
India where they firmly established their pre·emmence; whIle 
the S'paniards were vainly explori~g the Atlantic. coasts of. the 
New 'Vorlel, in search of some openmg through which they mIght 
penetrate "'ith their ships into the ocean bathing the southern 
side of Asia. At length, in 1.313, Vasco Nuiiez de Balboa, the 
G),'Cl'llor of the Spanish colony of Darien, on the Atlantic, after a 
short march across the mountains overlooldng that place, arrived 
on the shore of a sea, which was supposed to be no other than 
the long·sought Southern ocean; and, as the proximity of this 
sea to the Atlantic was at the same time demonstrated, farther en­
couragement was afforded for the hope that the two great waters 
would be found united in a position the most favorable for the 
prosecution of the desired objects. The researches of the Span­
iards were, in consequence, directed particularly towards the isth­
mus of Darien; and were conducted with zeal, until the fact of 
the entire separation of the oceans ill that quarter was deter­
mined. 

In the mean time, however, Fernando Magalhaens, or Magel. 
bll, a Portuguese in the service of Spain, discovered the strait 
which has eyer since borne his name, and, having passed through 
it with his ships, continued his voyage ,,'estward to India. The 
gralld geographical question, as to the possibility of circumnaviga­
ting the earth, was thus solved; but not in a manner satisfactory 
to the Spmliards. The strait of Magellan was intricate, and be­
set by danger:; of every kind; and it was itself almost as distant 
from Europe as India by the eastern route. Moreover, the sea in­
tuvclling between the new continent and Asia proved to be 
much wider than hall been supposed; and, in every part of it, 
which was traversed by vessels for many years after its discovery, 
the win~s were found to blow constantly from eastern points. 
~hese cll'cumstances, as they successively became known, con­
tnbut~d to depress t?e hop~s. of the Spaniards, with regard to the 
estabhshment of thell' dommlOn in India; other events, however, 
o~curre~ at the same time, w.hich consoled them in part for the 
dlsappomtment, and fixed their attention upon the ='lew World. 

While .Magellan'~ voyage :vas in progress, the rich and popu­
lous empire of MeXICO was discovered and it was soon after con· 
quered by the Spaniards, under Hern~n Cortes. Within the en. 
suing .ten years Peru. and Chili were likewise subjected to the 
authonty of th~ Spamsh monarch; and the silver of America be­
ga?- to be co.nsldered as ample compensation for the loss of the 
spices and dtamonds of India. The brilliant results of these ex­
traordinary enterprise~ attracted from Europe crowds of adventu­
rers, all ~~ger ~o acqUIre wealth and distinction by similar means, 
who? umtl~g m. band~ un~er daring leaders, traversed the new 
contment III vanous dll'ectlOns, seeking rich nations to plunder. 
Fo!tunately for the cause of humanity, these expeditions were 
frUItless, so fur at least as regards the object for which they were 
unde.rtaken; on the other hand, much information was speedily 
acquIred by means of them, respecting the geography of coasts . 
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and regions, which would not otherwise haye been explored per-
haps, for centuries. ' 

Among those who were at this period engao-ed in endeavorino­
to discover new. kingdoms in America, and b new passages be~ 
tweel!- the Atlantic and Paeilir' oeeans, the most zealous and per­
sev~rmg was Hernan Cortes. Scarcely !i'had he effected the es­
tabhshment of the Spanish authority in Mexico ere he com­
m.ence.d prepar~~ions for e~ploring the adjacent s~as and coun­
tries? m. expedltlOns of whlc~ nat~ue he employed a great portion 
of ~IS tIme., as v.:ell as <:>f hiS pn.vate fortune, dming the whole 
perlOd of ~IS r~sIdence m that kmgdom. In proseeution of his 
plans, t~e mtenor, as :vell as the coasts on both sides of the region 
con.n~ctmg :\Texwtl with ~onth Alllf'rira, w~re minutely explored, 
until It h~d ?een ascertamed that no wealthy nations occupied 
those terntorles, and that the two seas were entirely separated by 
land throughout the whole extent. This arduous task having 
been accomplished, the enterprising conqueror of Mexico directed 
his attention towards the northwest. 

At that period, the most northern settlements of the Spaniards 
in the American continent were: on the Atlantic. side, Panuco, 
situated near the spot now occupied by the town of Tampico, 
within a few miles of the Mexican Gulf; and, on the Pacific, Cu­
liacan, a small place near the eastern side of the entrance to the 
Gulf of California. Northward of these settlements, which were 
both in the vicinity of the tropic of Cancer, nothing was known 
of the continent, except with regard to some isolated portions of 
Its eastern coasts. 

It should here be observed, that the accounts which have de­
scended to us of all voyages performed before the middle of the last 
cent.my, and of all Spanish voyages to a much more recent peri­
od, are very defective, especially as regards geographical positions. 
Seldom, indeed, is it possible to identify a spot by means of the 
descriptions contained in those accounts. This arises, in the first 
place, from the circumstance that such narratives were usu;t!ly 
written by priests, or other persons unacquainted with nautical 
matters, who paid little attention to latitudes and bearings. In 
the next place, the instmments employed in those days for det~r­
mining the altitudes and relative distances of heavenly bO~les 
were so imperfect, both in plan and in execution, that observ~t~ons 
made with them on land, and under the most favorable cOnditlO~s 
of atmosphere, led to results which were far from accvrate ; .whlle 
at sea, when there was much motion in the vessel, .f the mr was 
not absolutely clear, those instmments were use].;ss. To these 
causes of error are to be added the want of p,up~r !lleth?ds of 
calculation, as well as of knowledge ofvariommodlfyI~g circum­
stances, such as refraction, aberration, &c. Hence, It followed 
that the statements of latitude, given in th- a~~ounts above men­
tioned, are of little value as indicating thf' pOSItIOns o~ places, ~nd 
are at best only approximative; while .hose of longitude, bemg, 

• Letter of Cortes to Charles V., written from Mexico, in 1523. 

1517 
to 

1532. 
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1531. when given at all, deduced merely from the notes of the vessel's 
course and rate of sailing, are entirely worthless. It is scarcely 
necessary to add that this uncertain.ty as ~o the geographical sit­
uations of places produced confUSIOn with regard to names; 
and accordimdv, "\j'C find that there are few remarkable spots on 
the ~orthwest coast of America, dis('nYered before the middle of 
the last century, which have not at different times been distin­
guished by many different appellations. 

Respecting the voyages of discovery, made by order of Cortes 
in the Atlantic seas, little is to be found on rccord; and no notice 
of them is required for our present purposes. The first expedition, 
under his auspices, towards the northwest, took place in 1532, 
and temlinated most disastrously. 

1532, This expedition was commanded by Diego Hurtado de Men-
doza, a relation of Cortes, who sailed from Acapulco in a small 
ship, accompanied by another under Juan de ?lIazuela; they 
advanced together along the southwest coast of Mexico, as far 
north as the 27th degree oflatitude, and were there separated by 
a storm: after which nothing more was heard of the vessel com­
manded by Mendoza. The other ship, under Mazuela, was ob­
liged, after the storm, to put back to the river of Culiacan, the 
nearest Spanish port, where she was deserted by the greater part 
of her crew. Those who remained then endeavored to carry her 
to Acapulco; but she was stranded on the shore of the province 
of Jalisco, near the place where San BIas now stands; and her 
crew, with the exception of three, were murdered by the savages. 
The vessel was subsequently seized and rifled by Nuiio de Guz­
man, the chief of a roving band of adventurers, who, assuming 
the title of Governor of Jalisco, pretended to act for the Sovereign 
of Spain, independent~y of Cortes. 

1533. A year having elapsed after the departure of these vessels, with-
out any news being received of them, Cortes despatched two 
o~ers in the same direction, under Hernando de Grijalva and 
D1t~~o de Becerra, who sailed together from Tehuantepec on the 
30th of October, 1533. v 

Grijllva, being soon separated from his companion, took a west­
ward CGurse, and reached a group of small islands at the distance 
of a .111m~red and fifty miles from the main land, (now called the 
RevIlla~Igedo islands;) after which he returned to Mexico, with­
out havll.D".effected any other discovery. 

Meanwhle, Becerra, likewise sailing westward from Tehuan­
tepec, found land almost immediately under the tropic of Cancer, 
and anchored;n a small bay, where his men, having obtained 
so~e valuable P"U:ls, became anxious to fix themselves for a time. 
r:r:hls Becerra refu&->d to permit; and he was preparing to continue 
hiS voyage, when a :rmtiny took place, in the course of which he 
was murde~ed, and thL command was assumed by Fortunio Xim­
enes, the pIlot. In PUt<;uance of their plan, the mutineers then 
landed, and ~egan to cm.gtruct haLitations on the shore of the 
bay; but, while. thus engag~d, they wer~ surprised by a body of 
savages, ,,:ho kIlled nearly the whole of them. The survivors 
escaped WIth the vessel, and succeeded in navigating her over to 
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the little port of Chiametla, on the coast of Jalisco where she was 1533. 
also seized by the lawless Nuiio de Guzman. ' 

It may be mentioned, at once, that the land thus discovered by 
B.ecerra was th~ sout~ern .extr~mlty of the peninsula of Califor­
ma .. T!Ie ~ay III which his ship was lying at the time of his as­
sasslnatlOl: IS supposed to be that now called the bay of La Paz, 
and sometimes the bay of San Jose:' 

When Cortes became assured of the seizure and spoliation of 1534. 
his vessels by Guzman, he 11l'osel'll(pd that person before the Au­
diclICir!, or.royal court of jus(il'c of :U('xico, which immediately de-
Cided III hiS favor. The pretended Governor of Jalisco, however, 
proved refractory, and refused to make restitution; whereupon, 
the conqueror assembled a body of troops, and marched at their 
head to Chiametla, in order to recover his vessels and re·estab-
lish hi~ au~hority in that country. On his al'l'/n:(clt, Guzman 
fled, with hiS adherents, to the interior; and ('orll;s h~l\'incr been 
joined at Chiametla, agreeably to his orders, by three ycss~l" de­
termined to proeeod with them in I"'J'SI)J) to the now country dis­
covered by Becerra in the west, which was said to be so rich in 
pearls and precious stones. 

He aecordingly embarked with his forces at Chiamotla, and on 1535. 
the 3d of May, the day of the lin'I'litioll or Filii/iII!,;" 0/ tlte Holy April 15 
Cross, agreeably to the Roman Catholic ('al"lllhr, he reached the 
bay in which Decena had been murdered. In honor of this day, 
the name of La Salltrt erIC: (the Holy Cr<>SS) was bestowed upon 
the country, as well as on the bay; and poss"ssioll hewing been 
solemnly taken of thi~ Wilole' in the name (,f the Sovereign of 
Spaill, preparations were commencell for the ,'staLli.slnnent of a 
cnlon)" on the spot. T11,_·sl' arr~lll;!l'llll'llts being completed, Cortes 
took his departure with two y~'s"'k to examine the coasts of the 
new territory towards the north allJ east, for the purpose of as-
suring himself whether or not it y.-as united to the American con-
tinent. 

Of the voyage made by Cnrt<::s in the arm of the sea between 
California and the cnntinu1!, the accounts are so confused and 
contradictory that it is impossible to ascertaiu hi, route. It ap­
pears, however, that, although he crossed this sea several times, 
he did not reach its northern ('xtrfillity. .\fter some tune spent 
in this manner, during which his vessels \nre frequently in d~n­
ger of destruction from storms, and their crews were suffenng 
from want of provisions, he at length returned to Sal~ta Cr~z, 
where he found the colonists in the utmost distress from famme 
and privations of all sorts. Under these circumstan.ces, he re­
solved to go back to Mexico, in order to procure sUPllh~s; which 
he accordingly did, leaving the colony in cl:argc of IllS lieutenant, 
Francisco de Ulloa. 

On arriving at Acapulco, in the beginning of 1536, Cortes learn- 1536. 
ed that, during his absence from Mexico, he had been superseded 

• The accounts of these voyages are derived from Herr~ra's History of the Span­
ish Empire in America, and from Navarrete's IntroductIOn to Ihe Journal of the 
.. oyage of the S util and Mexicana. 
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1536. in the government of that country by Don Antonio de Mendoza, 
a nobleman of high rank, \vho had already made his entrance into 
the capital as Viceroy. The conqueror thus saw himself, in a 
moment, despoiled of his power, in the territory which had been, 
through his exertions, added to the Spanish donunions; and the 
blow was the more severe, as his private property had been al­
most entirely expended in his endeavors to make ne\y disc~ve­
Ties. He was, however, not to be depressed by these dIfficulties; 
and as he still possessed the right, in his quality of Admiral of the 
South Sea, to prepare and despatch vessels upon the Pacific, he 
immediately resolved to engage in another expedition towards the 
northwest, where he hoped to find the means of retrieving his 
fortunes. He accordingly recalled Ulloa and the colonists from 
Santa Cruz; and having with difficulty succeeded in raising the 
necessary funds, he equipped three ships for the contemplated 
voyage, which was not commenced until 1;";:39. 

1539. The command of this expedition was intrusted to Francisco de 
Ulloa, Cortes being obliged to remain at Mexico in order to at­
tend to some important suits at law, in which he had become in­

July S. voln!d. CUoa quitted AC:1pulco on the 8th of July, 1539, and, 
after losing OIlC of his ships in a storm near the coast of Culiacan, 
he sailed with the. two others towards the west, as l:tf as the har-

Sept. 7. bor of Santa Cruz, which, as well as the surrounding countly, 
began by this timc to be called Cu/ijomio.' To ascertain the 
extent of this country, and whether it was connected with Amer­
ica or with Asia, or was detacltcLl fi'om both those continents, 
were the first objects of the voyage; in pllfsuancu of which, the 
Spanish navigator directed his course from Sail to. Cruz northward, 
through the arm of the ocean separating California from the main 
land of Mcxico on the east. In this course he proceeded, exam­
inillg both shores, until he hall convinced himself that the tW() 
teITitories were united near the 33d de~rc~ of latitude. He then 

Oct. IS. returned south,,'arJ to Santa Cruz, tJlt~J113:h the same arm of the 
ocean, to which he gave the appropriate name of JltlJ' de Cortflf, 
(Sea of Cortes.) This great glllf has since received a yariety of 
appellations, of which that prill('ipally used by the Spaniards is 
lYlar YeJ'm~io, (Vermillion SeQ.) Among all other nations, it is 
known as the Gulf of Californiu . 
. ~aving thus ascertained the continuity of California with Amer­
Ica III the northeast, Ulloa next proceeded to examine the western 
sides of the new country. 'Vith this view, he sailed from the 

Oct. 29. harbor of Santa Cruz, around the southern extremity of the land 
which is now called CQpe San Lucas; thence he advanced along 

::"\uv.7. the coast, northward, struggling almost coltstantly against the vi­
olent northwest winds which prevail in that part of the Pacific, 

i\l;r~025. un~il he reached the 30th degree of latitude. By the time of his 
arnval at that parallel, many of the men in both vessels were dis­
abled by sickness, and the stock of provisions was much redu~ed;. 

• Wi:h regard to the origin or the s;gniJiration of the word California, mallY spec­
ulatIOns have been offered, none of whIch are e·ther satisfactory or in~eujull." 
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in consequence of which, it was determined that one of the ves- 1540. 
sel~ sh~uld go. back t? Mexico, carrying the sick and the news of 
their dlscovenes, whIle Ulloa should remain in the other for the 
purpose of examining the coast still farther. The necessary ar­
rangements having been accordinglymaclf!, the two H'sseis parted April 5. 
at the Isle of Cedars, (nqw called Isla dr' Cerros, or blr, of Moun-
tains,) situated near the coast, in the :28111 degree of latitude. The 
vessel called the Santa .,b:ucrla, bearing the sick and the des­
patches, reached Acapulco ill safety before the end of l\1ay, 1540. 
Whether or not Ulloa ever l'etlll'lw(l to '\If'xiC'o, is not known with 
certainty. < Thus terminated the last expedition of discovery made 
by authority of Hernan C')J'les. 

In the mean time, the Viceroy, Don Antonio de ;\Iendoza, who 
~ucceeded Cortes in the government of ;lII'.\:irf), had also become 
mterested in the examination of the coasts and countries north of 
that kingdom; his attention having been thus directed by the ac­
counts of some persons who had made a long and toilsome pere­
grination across those regions. 

These persons, AiI'am N uiiez, (better known in history as Ca- l5'~7 to 
lll'C;:'1 r'om, or Bull-heal!') 1m) other Spaniards, and a negro, had 1536. 
landed, in 1,j:2i, near Talllp:l Bay, in East FI"l'ida, among the 
adventurers under Panfilo ,\:1l'vaez, who invaded that country in 
search of mines or nations to plunder; and after the destruction 
of their comrades by starvation, shipwreck, aml the arrows of tlt'l 
savages, had wandered for nine years through forests and deserts, 
until, at length, they reached Culiacan, near the Gulf of Califor-
nia, in 1536. Although these adventurers had themselves seen 
no signs of cultivation or wealth in tlte territories thus tr:1\'er.,,'d, 
yet they had received from the savages, on their way, many COll-

fused al'f'Oullts of rich and populous kingdoms situated still far-
ther northward; and the Viceroy, hal'ing heard their statements, 
thought proper to endeavor to ascertain the truth of the reports. 
For this purpose he was induced, by the advice and solicitation 
of his friend, the cr:khr~lk,l Bartolome de las ('a,as, to employ 
two I"raur;isran friars, in place of the soldiers who .were llsuaII'y 
sent on snch expeditions; in order that the natives mIght be III tim; 
manner preserved from the violence which military men would 
not fail to exercise, if opportunity should be offered for the grat­
ifi"Cltilill of their cupidity. 

The friars, lU:lrrf)S de :,\iza and Honorato, wi~h the negro. who 15~9. 
had accompanied Cabeza \' ClC';I, and some IndIans, ar.corclll1gly 
departed from Culiacan on the illl of ~hreh, 1539. \\ hat route :,1"r.-;, 
they took it is impos:sible now to discoH'r. TIl<' rcn~rr:lltl explor-
ers however returned before the end of the year, (without the 
lle~ro ) brin;in a accounts nf countries which they had visited in 
0' '" 0 . d . the northwest, abounding in gold and precIOus stones, an 111, 

.. Our kn()\\"lcd~T of Ulloa's vOYJ,g-e is derivell chiefly fro~ t~e .narrati~e of Fra~.l. 
ci--w() Prf.~clad(), (1))(:' of the officers of the Santa ~gneda, WhlC~ IS Interestlll,g, thou~~ 
by no means !'Xcter. It may be lound in Itaiian, In the CollectlOl' of RamuslO, ~oJ. Ill, 

p'j~C 2,::; and in Engli'h, tlwu3h badly translatecl, In the repflnl of Hakluyt, '01. Ill, 
:-1:1;;(;: 503. 
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l539. habited by a population more numerous and more civilized than 
either Mexico or Peru. 

A,'coI'Lling to the letter" addressed to the Yiceroy by friar Mar­
cos upon his return, these rich and delightful countries were sit­
uat~d beyond the 35th degree of latitude, in the vicinity of the 
sea, and were sepa.rated from those previously known to the Span­
iards by extensive tracts of forest and desert, through which it 
would be necessalY to pass in order to reach the golden region. 
The friar describes \I-ith minuteness his route, as well as the sit­
uation, extent, and divisions of the new countries ~ dwelling par­
tirularlyon the magnificence and greatness of a city called Cibola, 
the capital of a proyillCe of the same name, which he describes as 
containing more than twenty thousand large stone houses, all 
ri"hly adorned with gold and jewels. The people of this place, 
as the letter says, were at first hostile to the strangers, and had 
killed the negro; but, in the end, they had evinced a disposition 
t" embrace Christianity, and to submit to the authority of Spain; 
in consequence of which, the friars had secretly taken possession 
of the whole country for their Sovereign, by setting up crosses in 
Y0rious parts. 

Thes", and other things of the like nature, gravely related by ec­
clesiastics, who professed to have witnessed what they described, 
\n~rc adlllit",Ll as true by the "jr,'roy; and he accordingly pre­
pared, without delay, to conquer these new countries, which were 
considered as belonging of right to his Catholic Majesty, as well 
as to convert their inhabitants to Cllristianity. For these pur-
1'"s('" he raised a body of soldiers and missionaries, who were to 
pursue the route described by friar i\!arcos, under the command 
of Fr:l1l1'i,cII Vasquez de Coronado, the governor of the territory 
immediately north of }lexiro, called New Gallicia. "~t the same 
time, in order, if there should be occasion, to support these forces, 
a small squadron was ,c'nt along the western coast, towards the 
north, under the direction of Fernando de Alarcon. 

CortI's also claimed the right, as Admiral of the South Sea, to 
attempt the conquest of these countries by means of a naval ar­
mament; and a violent dispute in ('mlSC' I uence arose between the 

1510. two chiefs. The conqueror, however, had expended all his dis­
posable fimds upon the equipment of the shipst which he had 
S'>llt out under Ulloa, before the return of friar Marcos from the 
north; and he had, therefore, on!i' to console himself with the 
hope that those vessels might accidimtally have reached the shores 
of the golden land before its invasion by the forces of the Vice­
;'''Y: In this ~xpectation he was disappointed, as already shown. 
rJll.~ extraordmary m~n, soon after the conc.lusion of eLIoa's voy­
age, returned to Spam, where he l':I."cd the remainin!! seven 
),,':1rs of his life in vain efforts to procure restitution of his prop-

* See Ramusio, vol. iii, page 297; and Hakluyt, vol. iii, page 438. 
t Herrera soys that Ulloa was sent by Cortes to subdue the countries discovered 

by fnar Marcos. Th~s IS, however, an error, if the dates given by him and the ot~r 
hIStonans of that perIod be correct. 
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erty and honors, in the vast and valuable dominions which he 1540. 
had rendered subject to the crown of Castile. 

, Fernando de Alarcon, the commander of the naval forces sent 
by Mendoza for the conquest of Cibola, sailed from the harbor of 
Santiago, on the west coast of Mexico, with two ships of war, and May 9. 
~dva~lced northward along that coast to the extremity of the Cal­
I~orlllan gul.f, where he foun~ the entrance of a large and rapid 
nver. ~a,:"!llg embar!ced, WIth a portion of his crew, in boats, Aug. 26" 
upon thIS nver, to WhICh he gave the name of NUf"s!1'f/ 8ei'iom de 
Bllena Guia, (Our Lady of Safe Conduct,) he ascended one of its 
branches, (probably that now called the Colorado,) to the distance 
of eighty leagues from its mouth. Throughout this whole dis-
tance he found the stream broad and rapid, and the CI:Ull(rv on 
either side rich and thickly peopled, though occupied only by 
savages. In reply to the inquiries made by him respe,~(illS" Corn 
nado's party, and the rich territories of which they were 111 search, 
he received a number of confused stories of kingdoms abounding 
in gold and precious stones, and inhabited by civilized nations; 
of rivers filled with crocodiles; of droves of buffaloes; of enchant-
ers, and other wonderfnl or remarkable objects. /I.t the extrelll-
ity of his course up the river, he received what he considered def-
inite information respecting Cibola, and was even assured that 
he might reach that country by a march of ten days into the in-
terior. He, however, suspected some treachery on the part of 
those who gave such assurances; and fearing lest he should be 
cut off in case he proceeded farther onwards, he descended the 
riYcr to his ships, and returned to ;\ll'xi,'o before the end of the 
year. His report to the YIC">]'OY disl,i;ll"s great self-conceit, and 
l"in!cnt animosity against Cortes ami Cllo:l. Mendoza was, how-
ever, so little satisfied with his conduct, that he was, immediately 
after his return, dismissed from the service. 

The land E,r:'cs sent under Cllrnllad,) exhibiteu much greater 
perseverance in their search for the rich kingdoms believed to be 
situated in the northwestern part of America. According to the 
letter of their general,t who appears to have been a person of so-
ber and resolute char::tcter, this body .·f soldiers ::lnd priests, after 
le::tyiw' Culiacan followed the routc c]';:,eriil"I] by the two fnars, Apt,; :2'~ 
and fo"und the fdrests and deserts mentioned in their narrative. 
Having toiled through these dreary regions, 1101l'el"('l", they h~d 
ample cause to distrust the other statements of the _~everend. diS­
coverer.,. They indeed reached a country calle~l C lI:o]a, sItua- A,,:;,i" 
ted nearly in the position assigned by the misslOnanes to thclr 
O"olden land' but they there saw before them only a half-culti-
~ated territory, thinly' inhabited by a people not absolutely bar­
barous, but yet entiroly destitute of t,hat wealth and refinelllent 
which had been attributed to them III the reports made to the 
Y1C 1'1""Y' The magnificent cities were small Indian villages, the 

• Letter of Alarcon to the Viceroy, in Ramusio, vol. iii, page 303; and in Hakluyt, 
vol. iii, paue ;)U,), ... 

t Ramu~o, vol. iii, page 300; Haklu)'t, vol. Ul, pag'e 447. 
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largest not containing more than two hundred houses; and the 
immense quantities of precious metals and stones dwindled down 
into" {[ few turquoises," and" some little g-nld (1//(1 silver, supposed 
to be good." In fine, as Coronado says in his despatch written 
from Cibola, "the 1"n·('l"ellf/ Jittli(,l" jJrol"il/ci([! had told the truth in 
/lothing Il,Mc!1 he said 1"PSJ)('('till~ !.-ill,,-r/om.':, provinces, and cities, 
in tltis~reU'ioll ; for 1tC Iwre found all 'luitc the contrary." 

The Spaniards, although they were thus disappointed in their 
hopes of plunder, yet did not like to return empty-handed to Mex­
ico, and petitioned their leader to allow them to settle in Cibola, 
which ,,-as a pleasant and agreeable country. To this request, 
however, Coronado would not assent; and he could only be pre­
vailed on to continue the march northward for some time longer, 
in search of other rich countries, which were said by the people 
of Cibolu to lie in that direction. Of the remainder of their jour­
ney after quitting Cibola, \\'e have a very imperfect account. It 
appears that they rambled for two years through the region be­
tween the Pacific and the great dividing chain of mountams, de­
riving their slllJsistence chiefly from the flesh of the buffaloes, 
which were there found in larC;c numbers. The northern limit 
of their wanderings was a country called by them Quiriro, near 
the ocean, and under the 40th degree of latitude, inhabited by a 
kind and intelli::;,'nt people, from whom the Spaniards learned 
that the ('n~sts were occasiomlly visited by ships laden ,,-ith rich 
goods and adorned with gilded images.' With information of 
this lIature the adventnrers returned to :\Icxico in 1.'; 1:2, to the 
great disappointment of :Uen<lnza, who doubtless expected more 
real results from the labor and expense bestowed by him on the 
equipment and pay of the body. 

Before the return of Coronado's party from the northwest,t the 
Yiceroy had prepared another naval armament, which was to pro· 
ceed in that direction, from one of the ports 011 the Pacific, under 
the command of Pedro de _Uvarado, one of the most celebrated he· 
roes of the conquest. Bllt,just as it was. about to depart, a rebellion 
broke out. among the Indialls of the province of J alisco; and th~ 
forces whIch had been assembled for the expedition on the ocean 
were all re9.uired to re-establish the Spanish authority in the dis­
turbed terntones. In the course of the campaio-n which ensued, AI· 
nr3<10 was killed by a kick from his horse; a~nd the (lifficulties in 
Jalisco continuing, :\Ic'lJdoza could not carry into effect his ,-iews 
with regard to the countries northwest of Mexico until the fol· 
lowin; year. 

The disturbances i!l 'IIexico h:l1-ing been! at length quieted, 
two of the yessels whIch had been prep Ired for the expedition to 
the North Pacific were placed under til" command of Juan Ro­
drig~Iez de Cabrillo, a P\)rtu'!"uese nwigator of considerable rep-

Jnne c7. utatIOn at that day. These yessels sailed together ti-ulll the port 

* In this aC{'Ollnt there is nothing improbable. Japanese ves:-,eh have been found 
upon the Dorthwe"it coa::;is of America twice !'-ince 11"l14. . 

T Herrera, decane '. book:!, chapter II. ~ Herrera, drcaue 7, buuk 5, chapter 3. 
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of Navidad, in Jalisco; and, after a short passage, i.·e.ached the har- 154~. 
bor ~f Santa Cruz, whence they proceeded around Cape San Lu- July2. 
cas, III order to explore the west coast of California which had 
been discovered two years before by Francisco de Ulloa. Wilh-
o~t attempting to trace minutely the progress of Cabrillo along 
t~l~ coast, o.r to enumerate the various bays, capes, and islands 
vIsited by hUll, scarcely any of which can now be identified suf-
fice it to say that, by the middle of November, he had adv~nced Nov. 15. 
as fa.r north as the 40th degree of latitude; having been, like Ul-
lo~, Illc~ssantly oppos~d by violent northwesterly winds. From 
thiS hClght the Spamards were driven back to a harbor, which 
~hey had bef~re entered and named Port Possession, supposed to be 
III the small Island of San Bernardo, near the main land under the 
34th parallel. Here Cabrillo sunk under the fatigues to which he 1543. 
had been subjected, and died, leaving the command of the ships Jan. 3. 
to the pilot, Bartolome Ferrer, or Ferrelo.J 

The new commander, being no less enterprising than his prede­
cessor, resolved, if possible, to attain some of the objects of the 
expedition before returning to ;\lcxil'l). He accordingly sailed 
from Port Possession; and, after having been several times driven 
back, at length, on the 1st of March, he found himself, by obser- \10[( i, 1. 
vation, in the 44th degree of latitude. Here the crews of both 
vessels were suffering from cold, fatigue, and want of proper nour­
ishment; in consequence of which, it was resolved that the at-
tempt to proceed farther northward should be abandoned. Agree-
ably to this resolution, the navigators directed their course to-
wards the south, and arrived in safety at Navidad on the 14th of 
April,1543. 

It is not easy, from the accounts which we possess, to ascertain 
precisely what was the most northern point on the American 
coast seen by the Spaniards in this expedition. l"a\"arretc," after 
examining the journals and other papers relating to the voyage, 
which are still preserved in the Archives of the Indies, pronounces 
that the 43d parallel of latitude is to be considered as the north­
ern limit of the discoveries made by Cabrillo and Ferrelo. The 
same writer has also remarked, that the latitndes assigned in tl!O~c 
documents to all the places visited by the ships, which can now 
be identified, are about a degree and a half too high. Conforma­
bly with this observation, it would appear that a promontory, 
named by Ferrelo the Cape of Risks, (Ca~o de. F.'0~·tunas,) 111 

commemoration of the perils encountered III ~ts VICllllty? may be 
that situated in the latitude of 40 degrees 20 mll1utes, which after-
wards received the name of Cape JYleltdocino. . 

While the expeditions thus made under the authOrity of tl~e 1538 

Viceroy Mendoza were in progress,. Herna~ldo de Soto and hiS 1~~3. 
band of adventurers were performll1g their celebrated marcht 
through the region north of the Mexican G!llf, which wa~ then 
known by the general name of Florida. Without attemptmg to 

* Introduction to the Journal of the Sutil and Mexicana, page 31. 
tThere are several accounts of this expedition; arnon/( which, the best known are 

those by Garcilasso de la Vega, and by an unonymous Portuguese. 
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to 

1543. 

15420 

15G~. 

delineate the course of their wanderings, suffice it to say that 
they traversed, in various directions, the "ast territories now com. 
posing the southern and southwestern States of the American 
Union, and then de"cended the Mississippi from a point near the 
mouth of the Ohio to the Gulf, over which they made their way in 
boats to Panuco. From the accounts of the few who survived 
the fatigues aud perils of this enterprise, added to those of Alvaro 
Nunez and Vasquez de Coronado respc('tin:2" the countries which 
they had severally visited, it was considered absolutely certain 
that neither wealthy nations nor navigable passages between the 
Atlantic and the Pacific oceans were to be found north of :.\Iexico, 
unless beyond the 40th degree of latitude. Haying arrived at 
this conclusion, the Sp.miards desisted from their efforts to ex· 
plore the northwest division of America, and did not renew them 
until nearly fifty years afterwards. In the mean time, circum. 
stances had occurred which served to show that the discovery of 
any means of !;wilitating the entrance of ships from Europe into 
the Parific would be deleterious to the interests of Spain in the 
New \Vorld. 

Before the middle of the sixteenth century, the Portuguese had 
established their dominion onr a large portion of the coasts and 
islands of the East Indies, between which and Europe they were 
carrying on an extensi,'e and valuable trade by way of the Cape 
of Good Hope. The Spani~.rds, in the mean time, yiewing with 
feelings of jealousy and nxation this adyancement of the power 
and wealth of their rivals, had endeavored likewise to obtain a 
footing in sonthern ,\Sia, for which purpose naval armaments had 
been dc~patched thither from Sp:lin, through the .,traits of "'Iagel­
lan, and also from the ports of ::\'lexico on the Pacific. These 
expeditions had, however, proved ull,w:cessful. The squadron 
sent from :Ucxico in 1.5 U, under .\.dmiral Villalobos, crossed the 
Pacific in safety, and reached the group of islands, since called 
the Philippines, of which possession was taken for the King of 
Spain. The fi)rces of Villalobos were, howc,'er, soon ,dispersed, 
and none of his vessels returned to Mexico. 

In 1564 the Spaniards m:lde another effort to establish them· 
selves in the East Indies, the issue of which was more fortunate. 
The Philippine islands were in that year entirely subjugated 
by :\'li:;uel de Legaspi, who had been sent for the purpose with a 
squadron from the port ofJ'laYidad, on the west ('oast of Mexico; 
moreover, a discoyery was effected during this expedition, which 
proyed highly important, and without which, indeed, the other 
results would have been oflittle value. Until that period, no one 
had e,'cr crossed the Pacific from A.,ia to America; all who had at­
tempted to make such a yoyage haying endeayored to sail di· 
rect\y westward, through the part of the ocean lying between the 
tropICS, where the winds blow constantly from eastern points. 
Three of Legaspi's ships, however, by taking a northeastern 
course from the Philippines, entered a region of variable \I'inds, 
and were thus enabled to reach the yicinity of the Californian 
~oast, about the ·10th parallel of latitude, from which the prevail. 
mg northwesters soon carried them to Mexico. 
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Th.e. SPll?iards thus gaif!-ed-what they had so long desired­
a.~ositlOn In the ~a~t IndI~s; and all doubts as to the practica­
bIlIty of commUnIcatIOn W.It~ those countries, by means of the 
PacIfic, were completely dIssIpated. Various other obstacles to 
the navigation of that ocean being in like manner removed about 
the ~ame reriod, t~e comm.ercial, inter?ourse bet,,'een the Spanish 
pr?vll1ces III Amenea and 111 ASIa rapIdly inereased. Large ships 
sailed regularly from Aeapuleo, laden with preeious metals and 
European merehandise, for Manilla and .:\lacao, from whieh plaees 
they brought baek the silks and spiees of the Indies either for 
consumption in Mexico, or for transportation to Spain; while an 
extensive trade in articles no less valuable \\'as carried on be· 
tween Panama and the ports of Chili and Peru. The voyages 
made for these purposes were in general long, but comparatively 
safe; and as the Pacific was for some years fi'ee from all intru­
sion on the part of other nations, little care or cost was bestowed 
upon the defenee of the vessels, or of the towns on the eoast. 

The ships proeeeding from Acapulco to Manilla were carried, 
by the invariable easterly or tmrle ,rillris, direetly across the (WCClll, 

to their port; in returning, they frequently made the land on the 
northwest coast of Ameriea, the most prominent points of whieh 
thus became, in the eourse of time, tolerably well known. The 
aeeounts of two or three of these return voyages have been pre­
served; but the information obtained from them is of little use, in 
eonsequenee of their want of exaetness. In Hakluyt's Collection 
may be found a letter, • addressed in 15S4 to the Viceroy of Mex­
ico, by Franciseo Gali, or Gualle, containing a description of his 
passages from Acapulco to Macao, and thence back to Acapulco; 
on which letter great stress is laid by Navarrete and other wri­
ters, as showing the extent of Spanish discoveries in the Xnrth 
Pacific during the sixteenth century. Gali there relates that he 
left Macao on the 24th of July, 1584, and, proceeding by the 
usual northern route, reached the American coast, in sight of 
which he sailed for a long distance before arriving at Acapulco. 
Where he first saw the land of America, the letter does not pre­
cisely state. After describing his course from the vicinity of Ja­
pan east and east-by-north, he says: "Being by the same course, 
UPO~l the coast of New Spain, under seven-and-tltirty de!.;"/"ees and 
a half, we passed a very high and fair land, with many trees, 
wholly without snow, &c. From thence, we ran southeast, 
southeast-by-south, and southeast-by· east, as we .round the wind, 
to the point called el Cabo de Sal! Lucas, which IS the begmnmg 
of the land of California on the northwest side, lying under two 
and twenty degrees, being five hundred leagues distant from Cape 
Mendocino. " No mention is made of any land seen no!th. of 37! 
deO"rees' Navarrete -and after him Humboldt, however, InSIst that 
Gali re;ched the v'icinity of the American continent, under the 
parallel of fifty-seven and a half degrees j and that the first land 

* Vol iii page 526 of the reprint. The letter is "translated out of Spanish into 
D11tch, :"'erbatim, by J~Jm B uygben Van Linschoten," and from Dutch mLO English. 

1564 
LO 

1579. 

1:i·'jJ. 
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1581. 

1595. 

1560 
to 

15i8. 

seen by him was the western side of the largest island of King 
George the Third's group. This assertion is supported by no ev. 
idence; and is irreconcilable with the account given by the nav. 
igator in his letter, the genuineness of which is not denied.· 

Torquemada, in his History of the Inaian Monarchy, (vol. i, 
page 717,) mentions the voyage of a ship called the San Augus. 
tin along the western side of California, in 1595, under the com· 
mand of Sebastian Rodriguez Cermeiion, who had been directed 
to examine the coast in search of a place suitable for the estab· 
lishment of a colony and marine depot; nothing, however, is 
stated respecting the course of the ship, except that she was lost 
in the bay of San Francisco. We have accounts of two or three 
other visits made by Europeans to this part of America during the 
sixteenth century, which will be noticed hereafter. 

While the commerce of the Spaniards in the Pacific was thus 
increasing, their Government was adopting those measures ofre­
striction and exclusion, which were maintained with so little reo 
laxation during the ,,,hole remaining period of its supremacy in 
the American continent. The great objec~ of its policy was to 
secure to the monarch and people of Spain the entire and perpet­
ual enjoyment of all the advantages which could be derived from 
the territories claimed by them in virtue of the Papal cession of 
1493; and, with that view, it "\I-as considered absolutely necessary, 
not only to prevent the establishment of foreigners in any part of 
those territories, but also to discourage the rapid advancement of 
the Spanish provinces themselves in population, wealth, or other 
resources. Agreeably to these ideas, the settlement, and even the 
exploring of new countries in America, were restrained; colonies 
were rarely allowed to be planted nmr the coasts, unless they 
might serve for purposes of defence; and when voyages or jour­
neys of discovery were made, the results were generally concealed 
by the Government. The subjects of all foreign nations were 
prohibited, under pain of death, from touching the section of the 
New.W.orld.s~rposed to belong to Spain, or from navigating the 
seas In ItS VICll1l ty. 

Against these excluding regulations, the English, after they had 
thrown off their allegiance to the head of the Roman Catholic 
church, began first to murmur, and then to act. Their Govern­
~ent required from that of. Spain an acknowledgment of th~ir 
fights to occupy vacant portIOns of America, and to trade WIth 
such as were already settled; and these demands having been re­
fused, Queen Elizabeth did not hesitate to encourage her subjects, 
openly as well as secretly, to violate laws which she declared to 

. • The only authorities with regard to Gali's voyage cited by Navarrete in addi­
tlOn to the letter from the navigator contained in Hakl~yt, are two letters ~ddressed 
by the V lC~roy of MeXICO to the Kmg of Spain in 1585" the ori ~inaJs of which are 
preserved m Ihe Archives of the Indies. These two lett~rs are ~erely mentioned in 
a note. The account of tbe voyage given by Navarrete is, bowever, witb the ex­
replion of tbe difference as to the bighest degree of latitude reached by Gali pre­
clselr the "arne as tht contained in Hakluyt. Humboldl, as usual, copies N~var­
rete l~ aU thmgs relatmg to tbe discovery of the northwest coast. The question is 
of no Importance at present. 
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be unjustifiable and inhuman. The Gulf of Mexico and the West 
I~dian se~s were, in consequence, soon haunted by bands of da· 
nng English, who, under the equivocal denominations of free­
traders and freebootel's, set at defiance all prohibitions with re­
gard to commerce or territorial occupation, and frequently plun­
dered the ships of the Spaniards, as well as the towns on their' 
coasts. About the same time, the French Protestants began their 
attempts to form settlements in Florida; and the revolt in the 
~etherlands, which terminated in the freedom of the Dutch prov­
Inces, shortly after produced a formidable increase in the number 
of these irregular foes to the supremacy of Spain. 

The Pacific was for some years preserved £i'om such hostile 
invasions by the dread of the difficulties and dangers of the pas­
sage through the straits of Magellan; and the Spaniards began to 
regard as bulwarks of defence those obstacles to communication 
between Europe and the western side of America, which they 
had previously been so desirous to remove or counteract. The 
reports of the extent and value of the trade in the Pacific, and of 
the riches accumulated at various places in its vicinity, did not, 
however, fail in time to overcome all apprehensions on the part 
of the English,'" whose ships at length, in 1578, appeared upon 
that ocean, under the command of the most able and adventurous 
naval captain of the age. It is scarcely necessary to say that this 
captain was Francis Drake. As he is generally supposed to have, 
during the voyage here mentioned, effected important discover­
ies on the northwest coasts of America, it will be proper to notice 
his movements in that quarter of the world particularly; and to 
determine, if possible, how far such suppositions are based upon 
authentic proofs. The most material facts on the subject, as col­
lected from the only original evidencet which has yet been made 
public, are the following: 

Francis Drake sailed from Plymouth in December, 1.377, with 
five small vessels, which had been procured and armed by him­
self and other private individuals in England, ostensibly for a 
voyage to Egypt, but really for a predatory cruise against the do­
minions and subjects of Spain. The Governments of England 
and Spain were then, indeed, at peace with each other; but mu­
tual hatred, arising from causes already alluded to, preVailed be­
tween the two nations, and the principles of general law or mor­
als were not at that period so refined as to prevent Queen Eliz­
abeth from favoring Drake's enterprise, with the real objects of 
which she was doubtless well acquainted. 

For some months after leaving England, Drake roved about the 
Atlantic, without making any prize of value; a~d then, havmg 
refitted his ships on the eastern coast of Patagoma, he succeeded 

• The first attack made by the English on the Spaniards, in. the'Pa~iJic, took place 
in 1575. In that year, a party of freebooters, headed by theIr captam, J o~n Ox~n­
ham crossed th@ isthmus of Panama, and btlilt a vessel on the south Side, In which 
they'made several valuable prizes; they, however, at length fen into the hands of 
their enemies and were a!l, with the exception of five boys, put to death at Pall.ama. 

t See Appendix A to lhis memoir. 
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1578. in conducting three of them safely through the dreaded straits of 
Sept. 5. Magellan, into the Pacific. Scarcely, however, was this accom. 

plished, ere the little squadron was dispersed by a storm; and the 
chief of the expedition was left with only a schooner of a hun. 
dred tons burden, and about sixty men, to prosecute hi~ enter. 
prise against the power and wealth of the Spaniards on the west. 
ern side of America. 

December. XO(\\'ithstanding these disheartening occurrences, Drake did 
not hesitate to proceed to the parts of the coast occupied by the 
Spaniards, whom he found unprepared to resist him either on land 
or on sea. He accordingly plundered their towns and ships with 
little difficulty; and so deep and lasting was the impression pro· 
duced by his achievements, that, for more than a century after· 
wards, his name was never pronounced in those countries with· 
out exciting feelings of horror and detestation. 

1579. At length, in the spring of 1579, having completed his visita· 
April. tion of the American coast by the plunder of the town of Guatul­

co, near Acapulco in Mexico, Drake considered it most prudent to 
direct his course towards England; and, fearing that he might be 
intercepted by the Spaniards if he should attempt to repass the 
straits of Magellan, he determined to cross the Pacific to the East 
Indies, and thence to continue his voyage around the Cape of 
Good Hope, to his country. With this view, he left Guatulcoon 
the 16th of April; but, instead of proceeding directly westward, 
which would have been his true line of navigation, he, for some 
reason not clearly shown in the accounts of his expedition, sailed 
towards the north, and on the 2d of June following had reached 
the 42d parallel of latitude. There his men began to suffer from 
cold.; and his farther progress appeared to be difficult, if not im· 
pOSSIble, on account of the violence and constancy of the north­
west winds. Under these circumstances, (whether from accident 
or intentionally is not certain,) IJC fell in with the American coast, 
and anchored near it. The place, however, proving insecure, 
he quitted it without landing, and sailed along the shore to the 
south, until he found a safe and commodious harbor about the 

June 17 
to 

July 23. 

38th degree of latitude, in which he remained with his vessel 
from the 17th of June to the 23d of July. 

This period was spent by the English in repairing their vessel, 
and making other arrangements for the long voyage in prospect. 
The natives of the surrounding country, who came in crowds to 
t~e shore of the harbor, at first exhibited signs of hostile inten· 
tlOns. They were, however, soon conciliated by the kind and 
~orbearing conduct of the strangers; and their respect for Drake 
Illcreased to sueil an extent, that, when they saw him about to de­
p~rt, they earnestly entreated him to remain among t.hem as their 
kmg. The naval hero, though not disposed to undertake in per­
son the duties of sovereignty over a tribe of naked savages, nev· 
ertheless "thought meet not to reject the crown; because he knew 
not what h?nor and profit it might bring to his own country. 
W~erefore, III the name and to the use of her Majesty Queen 
~bza~eth, he took the sceptre, crown, and dignity of the country 
mto his hands; wishing that the riches and treasure thereof might 
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so conve!!iently ~e tran.sported for ~he enriching of her kingdom l~'~. 
at home. The mvest~ture accordmgly took place with due cer­
emony; Drake bes.towmg YJ.lOn the country thus legitimately 
added to the EnglIsh domullons the name of XCII' Albion and 
e.recting on the shore of the bay a mouument with an in~crip-
tlOn cOll1memorative of the transfer. 

The preparati~ns for .continuing the voyage having been com­
pleted, Drake qUitted Ills new made fellow-subjects, to their grtlat 
r~gret, on the 23d .o~ ~ uly, and, steering directly across the Pa- July 23. 
clfic, reached the VICllllty or the Philippme Islands in sixty-eight Sept. 30. 
days; thence he pursued hIS course through the Indian seas, and 
aro~nd ~he southern extremity of Africa into the Atlantic, and 
arnved III England, with his booty undiminished, on the 25th of F,RO 
September, 1580. S,':'" ~(, 

With regard to the harbor on the northwest coast of AlIleri,'a 
in which the English repaired their vessel nothino- can be learued 
fi:om the original accounts of their expedition, e:cept that it was 
sItuated between the :3Sth and the 39th parallels of latitude; and 
that a group of small islands W,IS found in the ocean, at a short 
distance from its mouth: whence we are led to conclude that 
it ,was either the Bu!! of 81/1/ li'fllll'isf'o, or another bay a few 
mIles farther north, !\II\\- called F(,rt 11"r/P!:.:((, to each of which this 
description applies. "'l.s til the exleut (If the portion of that coast 
seen by Drake, the ~.!'.CIlL1!Jts are at variance. In the earliest and 
apparently the most authentic relations and JllltilOl~S of his yoyage, 
the 43d degree of latitude is given as the Ilortll"rtl limit of his 
course in the l\lIilir; while in others, of later date, and more 
questionable authority, it is maintained that he (''>allJillell tlw 
whole shore of the cOlltinent from the ,[Sill parallel to the 38th. 
Burney, in his History Ill' llisl'(.I't'ries in the Pacific, (vul. i, page 
356,) has devoted several pages to the suhject. He there pro­
nounces that" the part rif the Americall ('"I/"t riisf'orcr('(! by Drak(> 
is to be )'i,('I.-our'] as h('~'illllill,,, iIlIlJlf'fli{ftc1y nortft r!( Cape JJfelldo­
cillO, /Ii/I/ e:J:tendi7l,[( to II", 4siil rlc"r('!' of lIorth laliturle ;" and this 
opinion has been since almost universally adopted. There are, how­
ever strono- reasons for rejecting the decision of Burney, whose re­
vie\~ of th~ evidences in this, as in all cases in which his COUIl­
trymen were concerned, is entirely 1'.1' parte. An expositioll of 
these reasons would require more space than could be with propri­
ety allolted to it in the body of thIS history; it ha~ therefore .been 
consigned to the AppendiX, [A, ] and the concluslOn only :"111 be 
here presented, which is: tftat ill all jll'o!JIIlJility, the RII!{hsll' WI· 

del' Drake, ill 1579, saw no part of tli" west rflllsi rif . ~ III I'I'l ('a ~/Orth 
of the 43d deg'ree of I!lt it urie , to lrhil'!/, jJrmtflc1 it harl he('1/ d2SCOV-
Nerf by Cabrillo ((lid Fen'e!o, il/ 1543. . 

The success of Drake's enterprise encouraged other Eng~lsh 15AO. 

adventurers to attempt similar expeditions through the. StraJ.t of 
Magellan; and it likewise served to stimulate the naVIgators of 
that nation in their efforts to discover northern passages of com­
municatiOl{ between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. Of th~ir 
predatory excursions, none appear to have been at~ended WIth 
success except that of the celebrated Thomas CavendIsh, or Can-

, 4 
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1587. dish, who, during his circumnavigation of the globe, rendered 
his name almost as terrible to the Spaniards as that of Drake, by 
his ravages on the western coasts of America. In this voyage 
Candish lay for some time near Cape San Lucas, the southern: 

Nov I;'. most point of California, and there captured the Santa Anna a 
Spanish ship, richly laden, on her way from Manilla to Acapul~o 
which he set on fire after plundering her and landing her cre~ 
on the coast. The miserable persons, thus abandoned in a des­
ert ,{)untry, must soon have perished, had not the hull of their 
veAl, after the extinction of the fire by the waves, been driven 
on shore in their vicinity; this carcass they contrived to repair, 
so as to render it sea-worthy, and, embarking in it, they succeeded 
in reaching a Mexican port. Among them was Juan de Fuca, a 
Greek pilot, of whose subsequent discoveries on the northwest 
coast of America an account will be given in the next following 
chapter. 
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CHAPTEll n. 

Fahulous or uncertain accounts of VOPl:'" in the north Pacific-Apprehensions of 
the Spanl~h Gov~rnmef1t with ~E'~::ll d to the discovery of northern assages be~ 
twe.en th.e A~(anlj(' and ~he Paclfi~--: Y (lV:1~(,S of Fura in 159:1, ana ~izcaino in 
160Z-:-E'it,abllshmems O! t~~ J, ~.ul?' l~ CJ.!lhJ/·nia-FJr~~ eolonies planted by 'the 
SpanIard~ on the \Ve~telll SIde of Caltl"III"l: ['!';wl't'n 17(.9 and li74. 

DUnING the Litter ye~rs of the sixteenth ~nd the first of the sev­
enteen,th centuries, the n~vig~tors of Engl~nd weft· engaged in 
explo!mg the northwestern CO;lsts of the Atl~ntic, in hopes of dis­
c?venn~ some passage through which they might enter the p~_ 
clfic, WIth less dlffiCt~lty and loss of time th~n by sailing ~round 
the southern extremIty of AlllerI(,;\, The Sp~nish Government 
was, as the historians of that period fully testify, much ~larmed 
by these efforts of Its most hated aud most daI1"erous enemies to 
facilitate communications between the two se~s' and the unea­
siness thus occasioned was from time to time ilw]'(:ased by rumors 
of the successful iss\l<' of voyages made for that purpose by suh­
jects of various European nations. 

The earliest of these nunors related to the discovery slIpposed 
to have been made by the celebrated Portuguese, Gaspar de Cor­
tereal, in 1500, of a passage called the ''''''trait 0/ AlliulI, uniting the 
two oeeans, north of that part of America which was, and still 
is, known by the general name of I,abrador. (Jortereal did cer­
tainly, about the year last mentioned, explore the coasts of :'\e\\-­
foundland and those of the continent in its vicinity; and it is pos­
sible that he may also have penetrated through Hudson's Strait 
into Hudson's Bay, which he would then most naturally have 
considered as a western ocean. Whatever may have been the ori­
gin or basis of the rumor respecting the discovery of the Strait of 
Anian,* the Spaniards and other European nations long continued 
to be persuaded of its truth. Expeditions were made in search 
of the passage; and nearly all of those who pretended to have 
accomplished northern voyages between the Atlantic and the 
Pacifie, asserted that they had sailed by way of the Strait of 
Anian. 

The number of persons who claimed the merit of discovering 
navigable passages through or around the northern parts of Amer-

• The Strait of Anian was 'aid to have Leen so named hy CorteTeal, afier two 
brothers who ,aile,1 with him, The author of an article in the London Q.uarterly 
tor October 1816 conceives that the passage was mure prubably thus denominated, be­
cause the n~vjcrator "deemed it to be the eastern extremity of a strait, whose western 
end; openin~ i~to the Pacific,. had already received that name," In orde~ to show 
the value of thi, conceptlOll, It IS only oece'Sary to obs~rve that Cortereal s voyage 
took place in 1500, and that the ocean on the western ~Ide of Amenca was oot dIS­
covered until thirteen years afterwards. 

15Th 
to 

1632.. 
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ica al the period here referred to, appears to have been consider­
able_ The rhroniclers of the time have preserved the names of 
several; and although their stories are now known to have been 
as false as 1110"" respecting the acquisition of the philosopher's 
stone, or the elixir of life, yet some of them should be noticed, 
on a,'('ount of the influence which they exerted upon the progress 
of research in the northwestern part of the Sew World. 

The most celebrated ["ble of this "I~ls", is the one of which a 
Portuo-uese named Loren':;,lJ Ilfo'l" til' Jfllf,/UIlUr/O, is the hero. 
Re isbsaid 'to have sailed from the Ali:lIItie, ill V;S:-:, through a 
strait communicating with that sea near the li:3d degree of north 
latitude into the Pacific, which he entered by a very narrow 
opening situated under 11](' 60th parallel; having, in the course 
of this navigation, been obhged to proceed as far north as the 
7;3th degree. This supposed voyage is mentioned by several 
:::lpanish :mtllo!,,, or the. seventeenth cent,:ry. It w~s howev~r 
forgotten, and remailled 111 obhnon, untIl 1 ,90, when It was agam 
brought before the world by an eminent French geographer, M. 
Buache, who endeavored to establish the truth of the most mate­
rial par(~ of the statement, in a memoir fl':ld by him before the 
Academy of Sciences of Pari~. In consequence of his observa­
tions, the Spanish (;O\"l'rlllll"llt ordered the commanders of the 
vessels which were in that year sent to explore the northwest 
coasts of America, to search for the western extremity of the strait. 
They did so, b111 in vain; and it is now certain that no such pas­
sage exists. With regard to the origin of the story, Navarrete in­
forms us that a person named nbldonado, an unprincipled ad­
venturer, who had written some works on geography, presented 
to the Council of the Indi<;s, in Spain, a narrative or memoir ofa 
ynyage which he pretended to have made at the time, and in the 
manner abo\'" related? accompanied by a petition that he might 
be rewarded for hIS dIscovery, and illtrusted with the command 
of forces, in order to occupy and defend the passage against other 
nations. Navarrete adds, that this proposition was rejected by 
the Council, but that the papers respecting it were retained, and 
are still preserved among the Archives of the Indies. In 1812, 
Signor Carlo Amoretti, of Milan, found in the Ambrosian library a 
Spanish manuscript, purporting to be a copy of this same nalTa­
tive or memoir, and published a translation of it in French with 
notes and commentaries in support of the assertions of the ~riter. 
Whether the said manuscript be indeed a copy of that presented 
by Maldonado to the Spamsh Government, or not, is a question 
as yet unsolved; and it is, moreover, a question which may as 
well remain witho~t solution, as the subject no longer possesses 
any clmm to attentlOn. Equally useless is it at the present day 
to mqmre whether or not thIS Maldonado. made a voyage in the 

• .The queslion as to lhe truth of lhe story of Maldonado's voyal(e is discussed in 
the mlroductlOn 10 the account of the expedition 01 the SUlil and Mexicana and in 
the London Q.uarterly Review for October, liH6. The article in the Revi.": is well 
wrttten, but filled with inaccuracies in all that relates to the Pacific. The writer 
conSIders tbe account translated by Amoretti to be lb. fabrication of some German. 
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north Pacific as far as Beering's Strait the discoveIY of which 1575 
has been ascribed t? him, upon eviden~e the most slender, sup- to 

ported by presumptIOns the most gratuitous.'" 163~ . 
. No l~ss destitute of truth is the story of the expedition of Ad­

mIral} er/ro Fonte, from Peru to the Atlantic throuo-h northern 
seas and rivers; which is, 1t')\I'('\"l'r. to be reter~ed to ~ much later 
date ~haJ? that of the v:oyage of .\bILlnllaLlo, as it first appeared in 
a penodlcal work entitled" Jlolltltllj J/isf"lI/olllj. or Jlellloirs of 
tlte Curious," published at London in JUlle, 17U~.t According 1640. 
to this story, the admiral sailed ti'olll Callao in April, IG.1U, to the 
north Pacific, where he discovered a Q:roup of islands near the 
_-\IjJ('ri.c~lll continent, named h," him IS/I/s ric ,""''" LW:flro. Among 
tltesi' Islands he proceeded ~(iU leagues, and then, in the latitude 
of ;:;:) degrees, he entered a river called by him Rio de los Hrl/IS, 
which he ascended in a northeasterly direction, penetratillQ: the 
interior of America, until he reached a great lake containing I'nany 
islands. There he len his ships, and goinC( (in boats, we are to 
infer) down another river which flowed ii'lllll the lake eastwardly, 
he at length came to a sea, where he t;mnd a large ship at anchor. 
She proved to be a tradill"·I"",..,,·I from Hllstnn, in i\];,ss<!I'hu-
setts; and her cOl1lmander, :)llllpll T, informed the admiral that he 
had arrived at his actual positIOn l,y a northern ('Ilmsc from that 
port. Bl'iIJC( thus l'IlIII'illn"l of the existence of an uninterrupted 
1:lllllwxillll hv water between the two oceans, across the northern 
section of .\·Illt'riea. the Spaniards returned to their ships, and 
then sailed back to Pl·rn. through the Rio de los Reyes and the 
Pacific. 

The above sketch of the supposed expedition of Admiral Fonte 
will be sufficient for presellt purposes. The 1!r1~illal al'I'Il\lllt is 
long, and is filled with confused and trifling details, the incon­
sistencies in which should have prevented it from reee'lnllg any 
credit. It was, however, for some time g;!lll'rally believed til be 
true, or partly true; and its probability \I"as maintained so lateljT as 
in 1797, by the scientific Flemieu, in his Introdnctilln to tlte ~ar­
rati,,(' of Marclland 's rlJya~c. The fact of the existence of a nUIll­
ber of islanrls in tite situation assiglled tl! the ,\ 1"'hil',:laC'1l of :)alt 
L~z~lr'-', indeed, aif')rds some rca,"11 for the assumption that the 
story may have been f()llllded Oil di,cIH'"ri,'s really made III that 
part of the Pacific. Navarrete! trcaL, the .\I'hole account as, a~ 
absurd fabrication; and takes the opportumty to defend the .(,"'­
ernment elf his country from the charge brought agalllst It by 



[ 174 ] 

1592, 

Fleurieu, of concealing the results of attempts made by its orders 
to explore unknown seas and regions. 

One other account of a supposed voyage from the Pacific to the 
Atlantic remains to be noticed; which should not, however, be 
classed with those above mentioned, although it is certainlyer. 
roneous as regards the most material point, and was probably 
known to be so by the original narrator. All the information as 
yet obtained respecting this voyage may be found in a note" or 
declaration written by i\iichael Lock, an English merchant or 
agent in the 1.('\':1111 trade, and published under his name, in 1625, 
in the celebrated ,!,(E'11c:rap! tical and historical collection called" the 
Pil,luill1s," by Sallllll'i I'urchas. 

Frlllll }Ir. Lock's declaration, it appears that, in 1596, he met 
at Yenice an aged Greek, calling himself Apostolos Valerianos, 
who stated, that he had been employeel for more than forty years, 
under the nallle of Juan de Fuw, as seaman and pilot in the 
Spanish service; that he had been one of the crew of the Ma­
nilla ship Santa Anna, plundered by Can!ndish near the coast of 
California, in 15,Si, on which occasion he had lost property of 
his 0\\'11 to the value of,ixty thousand ducats; and that he had 
subsequently, in n~):2, adell as pilot in a voyage, made by order 
of the Viceroy of 1\Iexil'o, in search of" the Straights of Anian, 
and the passage thereof into the ;./nrth sea." In this voyage, as he 
said," he followed his course 'H'st and northwest, along the coasts 
of ;\Iexico ami California, as far as the lith degree of latitude;" be­
tween which parallel and the 48th, he entered" a broad inlet of the 
sea, and, s:Iiling therein more than twenty days, he found the 
land tr(;lIding some time northwest and northeast, and north, and 
also east and ,olllheast, :Ind very BIllCh broader sea than was at 
the entrance; and he passed by divers i,lands in that sailing. 
Bcin~ entered thus far into the said straight, and being come into 
the ,\()I'tft Scr! [the Atbntic] fI/rmr/!/, and finding the sea wide 
enough everywhere, it being about thirty or forty leagues broad 
at tIle mouth of the straights where he entered, he thought he 
had well discharged bis offit'c, and, not being armed to resist sav­
aC"cs, he set sail, and returnee! homeward again to Acapulco." 
The (~reek added, that neither the Yiceroy of Mcxico nor the 
Spanish (,lJ\"'f1lment had rewarded him for this sen'ice," and 
u~derstandin![ of the noble mind of the QUi'en of England, and 
of I~er wars maintained so yaliantly against the Spaniards, and 
hopll1g that her }\'laJesty would do him justice fi Ir his goods lost 
by Captain Candish, ,he would be content to go to England 
and serve her 1IaJesty 111 a voyage for the perfect discovery of the 
northwest passage into the South sea, and would put his life into 
her l\Lqest)"s hands, to perform the same, if ~hc would furnish 
him ""Hit only one ship of forty tons burthen, and a pinnace; and 

-" '\ note made by me, ~Iichael Lock the elder touchinry the <'rait of sea com­
mon]y called, Fretum Anian, in the South sea, th'rough the nor'thwest passage of 
.Meta In,·o~nlt1.."-P/l!·chrl<;'s Pil::,Ji'rr;,,: L"ndon, 11;:2\ vol. jii, p. 849. The ".hole 
account wlll ue fouud In the appendix [C J Lo this memoir. 
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that he would perfonn it, from one end of the straights to the 
other, in thirty days time." 

Mr. Lock goes on to say that he had endeavored in conse­
quence, to interest the Government of his country in' the affair; 
and had held correspondence on the subject with various eminent 
persons in England, as also with Juan de Fuca from whom he 
gives the copy of a letter stating his readiness t~ en""a""e in the 
prop~s~d enterprise. The English Government, howe~e~, showed 
no wIllIngness to ~avo.r the project; considering the whole story, 
probably, as a fabncatlOn on the part of the old Greek for the pur. 
po~e of advancing his. own .interests. The hundred pounds re­
qlllred III order to brmg lum to London could not be raised; 
and when Mr. I ,wk last heard of him, he was dyin"" in the island 
of Cephalonia, in 1602. " 

These are the most material circumstances relative to Juan de 
Fuca, and his supposed discoveries in the northern seas, as re­
corded by nIr. Lock, and transmitted to us with the respectable 
endorsement of Purchas. Sen~ral English writers of the same 
period allude to the subject, but they afford lin additional particu­
lars; and nothing whatsoever has hitherto been obtained from 
any other source, tending to prove directly that such a voyage 
was made, or that such a person as Juan de ~'lI<'" ever existed. 
The account appears to have obtained no credit in England; and 
to have been almost unknown (lllt of that kingdOlIl, until after 
the pul,!i"atinll of the journals of tlie last expedition of Conk, 
(1i'B,),j who conceived that he had, by his ('xaminatiolls on the 
northwest coast of Ailleri,'u, ascertained its entire fulsellOod. Sub­
sequent discn\"!ries in that part of the world have, hnw('\·"r, 
selTc,] to estublish a str"llS' probability in favor of the general 
c,)rw::tn""s of the (Jll (;n;,'k's assertions; inasmuch as they show 
that his geographical dc:;,'ril'ii(lllS are as nearly conftmnable with 
the truth as those of any other navi~ator of his day. TllU~ 
Fuca says that between the ·17th and !,';th degref'''; of latitude he 
entered a broad inlet of sea, through WhICh he sailed for twenty 
days, the land trending northwest and northeast, and north, 
and east and s'llttlwa:;t; and that ill his course he I'as,..;cu by nu­
merous islands. ~:1W the fact is, that, between the ,1 '>tlt and 49th 
parallels, a broad illll'/ of SNI extends ti")lll the P'J;'itl" eastwar.l" 
apparently peltetrating the Arneric~n c~'lltillellt, to the dIstance o( 
about one hundred miles; after wluch, It turns nort!Jwestby-west, 
and continnill'" in that tlil'<~,·ti()11 about two hundred and fifty 
mil~s farther, c~ossed and divided by lllany islands, it again ,'OJll- • 

municates with the Pacifi(~. 
The dis'3rcI'CIII('i"s here t,) be ()hs~lTcd are few and slight, ;l\;,l 

are cerVlill!y all within the limit..; of supposable error on t}~e I",,.t 
of the Greek, especially when his advauced age, aud the CIrCUlll­
stance that he spoke ouly from r""(lll'~('lrnu, are consIdered; \:·h.t~0, 
on the other hand, the coincidences are too gl'<'at 'illil too "tnl.(lllg 
to be fairly attributable to chance. Of those who ha,'~ exanuued 
the subject some have rejected the whole account gIven by tlw 
pilot as fals~; others, on the contrary, maintain not only, that he 
performed the voyage as stated, but that he was even cOll\'uWCll 'il 

1592, 
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~f"t. ·~7. 

his having reached the Atlantic in the course of it. A mean be­
tween the tm) opinions'" seems to be the most reasonable con­
clusion_ It should be admitted that Fuca entered the strait 
now hearing his name, and that he may have passed entirely 
through it; but that he, an experienced navigator, should have 
I~onceived that by sailing thirty If'fl!:1If's east, ({nd then ('i!:'ht!J 
Im!:'IIf'S J/ortill/"l'st-{'!I-u'('st, II(' had arrived in the Atlantic, is wholly 
incredible. 

This will suffice with regard to the voyage of Fuca, the truth 
or falsehood of which is, at the present day, a question of little or 
no moment. 

,,",all 1(' reports of the disroypry of a northern passage between 
the Atlantic and thp l'aeific, and of the existenre of rich nations in 
that direction, induf'ed the Spanish G '\TrJ1Jllr:ut, ahf>llt the year 
1.-;95. to order that measures should be taken to ascertain the facts 
on those ~lIhj('rh. The Count de MOlllerey, Yil>eroy of Mexico, 
;lc('ortlingly fitted out three vessels, which were despatched from 
.. \eapuko in tl](' spring of 1596, under the command of Sebastian 
Vizcaino, a soldier well acquainted with marine affairs. Nothing 
important, howe,-er. was gained by this eXI',!(lition. Vizcaino 
did not proceed },p)'nnd the limits of the Gulf of California; and, 
being di"lJ'pnillterl in his attempts tl) fi,nll pstablishments on the 
s~lores of that SI'a, lIe returned to ~,lexiro before the end of the 
same year. 

(11]lI'r and more peremptory orders fi)r the immediate survey 
:llltl settlement of the western coast nf CalIfornia were received 
hy' the Ywerny of ',[,'xico, from Madrid, in li59~1; and he, in con­
sequence, began preparations filr an expedition, on a greater and 
more ('nlllp]"If' scale of equipment 1:1:1JJ any of those previously 
made in tklt dirl'l,tioll. Two large ship' and a small vessel werp, 
provided for the purpos:' at _\capull~n, and tilrllished with all the 
requisites for a I, 'llg \'oy"gC' of disC'on-ry ; :md, in addition to their 
i'l"!lliar crews, a number of pilots, Jlri"st~, draughtsmen, and other 
pr"]"!r persons, wer(' enC(:lC(ul, f'()Jllp ... ,ill:':. together, ~'lyS Torque­
lJi:J<!a,t "the most enli:;lltened corps ever raised in ~ew Spain." 
T:Je navigation was placed under the din'l'lio\l of Toribio C;nmf'Z 

de Corvan, as admiral; hut the command of the whole force "'a., 
intrusted to Sebastian Vizcaino, ,,-ho bore the title of Captain 
General of California. 

l'j·;~ 

~I'y 5. The w,sels sailed from "-\.cilJ1ulco on t]lt' .'5th of Jlav,lf)O:2, and, 
having reached the ,,-esterll side of California before the middle 

June !.). of the followilJg month, the sun-"y was immediately commenced 
from Cape ~all Lucas, the southern extrelllity of the peninsula . 

• It i, needless to quole the opinion, of Forster or Flrurieu, a, they both wrote he· 
fore ,the .publIcatIOn urthe Journals o~ VaIWOU\"er, hy who n the !--,t:,:-.age now railed 
the Str~llt of Fuca. was explured . .:sa\"il! rl':e Cl!n~l'.Iers the accuunt of the pilol'S 
voyage false, because he can find no mentlUn oj it OIl1on" the ArchIves oftbe Indies 
or in. the old Spani,b historians; and Humbo!d" as ~su,J, contents himself with 
adoptmg the conclusions of ~ar::ll re[I!. 

t ~onarquia In~iana, VOl: 1, fage I!~l!. ~orquemada's account is abridged from 
the Journal .of Fnar AntonIO de In AscenSIOn, the chaplain of Ihe admiral's ship. 
It contams hltle respecting the movements of the other two vessel<. 
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The l?rosecution of the undertaking was attended with great dif. 1620, 
ficuitJes; the scurvy soon appeared in the squadron and the 
Sl?aniards ~lad their perseverance put to the test by the ;lorthwest 
wlllds, whICh almost constantly opposed their progress along the 
coast. \ IzCallltl, however, Illade tbe best \1St· of the time which 
he was obliged to spend in harbors, by examining the shores and 
the adjacent inland territories; and he thus collected a brO'e 
amount of valuable information on tlItl,e suhlt·('ts, in the form ~f 
notes, plans, and sketches, which are said to lie still mouldering 
among the archives of the Spanish (',,\'emillellt. i 

By the beginning of December, after their departure £i'om Aca- Dec, 
puleo, the ships had arh';uH'ed no filrther north thall the :{~d de-
gree of latitude, near which a good harbor was found, and named 
Port , .... '1/1/ Dier:!'o, Proceeding onwards, they reached another har-
bor under the :37t1l parallel, combining, in the "pillion of Vizcai-
IlO, ('yery requisite for the maintenance "r a pnlnll\', and for the 
supply and repairs of yessels nn their \I'ay from Illdia to l\Ic·xico. 
On this place he bestowed the name of ,l/fll/lr'l'("/, in honorofthe 
Vkerny, to wh0m he immediately sent letters by one of his ships, 
urging the establishment nf colonies and garrisons at several points 
indicated. 

From :\'!nnteIey, the remaining ship in which \'izt'aillo sailed 11>03. 
with the admiral, and the small Yes,d commanded hy ensign 
~\brtin de A2'llilar, departed on the 3d of .I:Ulllar)" U)I);), and by 
the 7th they Iiarl rf':wlwrl tlie ncinit!, of (\Ij1t' Mr'lltitwilltl, when 
they were driven hzwk by a violent g;,]e, dnrilJg which tlJ(~y were 
separated. The ship took refuC"t· in the B;IY of :-;all Francisco, Jan. 10, 
where search \\'a~ made in vain j; 11' the \nt·t·k of the San Augus-
till, which had been I"st there while on hel'\'nya~e frolll Manilla, 
in l;;~l.);t ~l]t', h()\\"~\'<,r, soon got to sea again, and, p:l~Sillg be- Jan, l~ 
'(tllid Cape }}Plltl"eillo, was for sen·ral days to,,,,C',! about at rall-
d"1ll by the storms. (III the :!ll\h of January sIlt' ,,'as opposite a Jan, cO 

high white promontory, which rereived the name of ('''PI' n;(//I~'(j 
'''(' SOI/ Sebastian, and was j;>1I11<1 hy a solar obs('f\'ation to be III 

the latituclA of -t~ deO'rees. By this' time there \\',')'1' but six per· 
sons on board capabl~ of doing lluty; and ;1S the small yessel did 
not appear, Vizcaino, with the ass(,lIt of the I>tlll'r officers, resoh'ed 
to direct Iii" ('nurse towards the south. TIllS was ;wt·ort\IIIC"\r 
done, and the ship (,Ilter",l J\l'al'u]e" on the :!Ist of ;\Iareh, witll 
only three eifecti\-e 111<'11 among her crew. " 

The small \'e , ,,, .. \ , after her'('\,:lr:,IIt>1l from the SIIlP, sailed Jan, 19 

northward fiJr some distance along the coast, ~IS far as the latitude 
of 43 degrees, "where," says Torqnernada, "the land f?rms a 
t~;l])e or point, which was called ('''1)(' n;"JIf'I!, and ~rom which the 
coast begins to run to the northwest; andyear It was found a 
rapid and abundant river, with ash trees, Willows, brambles, and 

... IntnldllctilJn 10 thr-' J'III'"n:ll of the Sufi} and Mexic~nrlJ r3..~f' tiN .. A cl,Jafl of the 
we,t ('0,-1:--1 uf C:1iilorni:l, a~ far north :1.-.; Cape IMendocmo, was cumrtlcd trom, these 
dO;,lllJents ofwhid, a copy may be [<lunu in the atlas "fthe work above mentIOned. 

t As befl'Jre mentioned at rage ::4, 
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1609. 

other Castilian trees, on its banks; but it could not be entered on 
account of the strength of its current." From this point Aguilar 
turned to the south; his vessel reached Acapulco, but he and all 
the other officers, and many of the men, died of scurvy on the 
voyage thither. 

Considerable doubts have been cast, and not without reason, 
upon the accuracy of the account of Aguilar's discoveries beyond 
Cape Mendocino. It is certainly incorrect on one point, for we 
know that the coast does not "begin to turn towards the north· 
\\"(~st" at the 43d degree of latitude, or at auyother point between 
Cape Mendocino and the ,17th degree. Moreover, it is scarcely 
credible that Aguilar should, at so stormy a season, and with so 
inefficient a ere 1'-, have ventured so Ilear to a lee shore, entirely 
unknown to him, as to be able to distinguish, lI·it!WlIl a glass/Ii the 
species of the trees growing on it. The great river which he is 
said to have found about the 43d degree of latitude has not yet 
been identified; although several streams, nOlle of them large, do 
certainly enter the Pacific near that parallel. The account of the 
discovery of this ri ,'er has attracted much more attention than it 
mcriteJ, or than the uniortlllHlte Aguilar (if he actually saw such 
a stream) could 11uI'c anticipated, in consequence of an idle opin· 
ion expressed, or rather recorded, by Torquemada, that it might 
pro,-e to be the IOll!i,soug'ht Strait of Aui,1l1, or might lead to the 
wealthy city of (iui"ir;I,]H'li"l"cJ to exist ill that part of the world. 
The Cape DLllli"n melltioned as the Ilorthern limit of Aguilar'S 
progress alollg the coast, is supposed by Cook to be a remarkable 
promontory, situated under the 43d parallel, to which the English 
navigator, however, did not scruple to apply the name of Cape 
GJ"!!.!.'o!"y. III like manner, Vancouver has bestowed the appella­
tion of (:'ljJC Ol/ord upon another great projection from the COll­

tment, near the 42,1 degree, although he considered it to be 
identical with the Cape Blanco de San SeiJastian of riz(;aino. 

Upon comparing the accounts of this expedition with those of 
the ,-oyagc of Cabrillo, in 1.; 1:2- ':J, it will be seen that the same, 
or lIe:lrly the same, portions of the west coast of America, were 
observed on both occasions; and that Vizcaino, consequently, did 
no more than survey minutely what had been already discovered 
by his predecessors. 

'i~cailJo endeavored, after his retll\"l1 to :\Icxic", to prevail upon 
the' wcroy tn cstablish colonies alld garrisons at :-:lan Diego, Mon­
terey, and other POUlts on the coast which he had slln'('yc,l, for 
the purpose of facilitating the trade with Illdia, as well as' to pre­
ve!ll the (lc,:ul'atioll of that coast by other nations. His efforts 
bell115 una,'ailill!i in Mexico, he went to Spaill where he finally 
obta~ned ii'om Kille; Philip III. rnFI"rr1crs 'for the execution 
of hiS pr?jects. II,', howel"er, ulltilrtlll1atl'ly died in ylcxico in 
1609, while engagell ill preparing for the enterprise; and no farther 
measures were taken, either by indi"jdllal Spaniards or by their 

• The invention of the tel ,cope tonk place in 1"~,9. 
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Government, to settle the west coast of California or to extend the 
limits of discovery in. that direction, until 160 ye~rs afterwards. 

ThIs part of Amenca remained, in the mean time, almost for. 
gotten, .except by persons engaged in the navigation from India 
to Me.xIeo? who were ob!lg~d to make themselves acquainted with 
the SItuatIOn of the prmcIpal headlands and islands'" south of 
Cape :Uendocino. One of these navigators brought to :!Uexiro, in 
1620, an account of a channel which he pretended to lIa,'" dis­
coYert'd near the 4:~ll parallel of latitude, connectino- the Gulf of 
California with the Pacific; and, as this statement ~orresponded 
with .that of th~ dis?overy of agreat river at the same position by 
~artm de AgUlla~, It was readily reccin:L1 as true. Accordingly, 
In all maps of thIS part of the world, published during the rr'­
mainder of the seventeenth century, California is represented as 
an island, separated from the continent by a strait.t The error 
was corrected in 17Ul) by Father Kuhn, (or Kino, as the Spaniards 
write his name,) a German Jesuit, who explored the region about 
the northern extremity of the ~ulf. 

Shortly after the period of Yizcaillo's expedition, the French, 
the English, and the Dutch, swc('ssi I'ely established coloni('~ on 
the"\ t!:tllti(' side oL"I/lrtlI America, as ",dl as in the West Indies, 
where the English and Frenf'h already held some pmsessi()lIs; 
and 6""ngr;)1'1 dcal rlis('{)\-erir's were also about the same time made 
by tit,; IlClyigatnrs of those nations, which were, or appeared to be, 
seriollsly prejudicial t·) the interests of Spain in the New W·orld. 
Thus, Henry Hudson ascertained the existence of til!' great ill, 
terior sea north of C~lIt~\f1a, from which it was eonfidelltly ex­
pe,;Hl that some passage tn the PacifiC' would 111' spe,·dill' found; 
and Lemaire anrI Yall Schouten entered that ocean through the 
open sea, south nf the promoll 1< 'ry, which, in hOllor of their llatiYe 
city in Holland, they (:alled Cape Horn. The navigatioll between 
the Atlantic and the Pacific was so much facilitated by the latter 

.,. 1:1 a work prillten at i\lan.t1I:l in 1'71~) ca.l1ed "Na\"t'cauull.E'-rll !·:IL~r1\·a:v Pr:ll'­
tiC.l," minute ~lirecljons ~rt' gIven for ~ailin~ ,lillllg !his p~lft ~{)f the Al1l"r.l'~ln CO<1S,t: 

t til [he CUfluL1S map 01 Nurlh AlIlellca, at 11:1:;(' r..:;) 1, If the 3d \'I)~!lJlH' 01 I UI d,;-t:-, ~ 
Pilgl'lmag-e, published ill H;~5, the :-.e3 r .... rf'Jll('-,~riled iJ('lWl'I'IJ C:ddlJrIliU :-inti the CViI­

tinent} a, far north as Ihe 45th degrt.'E'. llu 1111" 1J1.~tp ~He l,lId l.IUWIl, b\'T.~an~e, Cape 
BI~ln"", (~:1P(' San Seba~tian, and nl1.ny other pOlllt~ dl,,['nVflt"! h.\' \ lZ('JIII(l, In 
tht" g. '(I:.!I:t ,lill( :ll. and hIstorical atl.as, It' tVlitchdl, and, ::-;t'lll'~1 r'u bll"ltl'l[ at ~'llld( III 
in li"ll, (;aIJl;'i'[I1il :ljIIIL<lI ..... us an l::.land, extendmg t,fom C,ape San Luca~ to,the 
,j:,ll, of IOli: ll<i,,; the northernmost part of the Island IS called Nova AlbIOn. 
NUfl1l it ar<.' plal'ed a number of small i..;lands, near the continent, W!l~ the names 
(If UI1"'l'llto, ('(J]Il!>r:1, \Vanguino, Maqllino, &c:" affixed to them, \\ Ilt'lln' were 
the!',e names dl'! i\'ed 1 . ' 

A Ftnan bHceanier, Captain COX,"", who flOUrished m the latter part of the 
17;11 centuq', a~"ertecl that he haJ, ill Ili,"I'--\1 disCI)\'ereJ a r.lver etnplxm~ mlo th.e ~a­
nti.' from the American conlinent, north ()( Cape Menduc:lOo~ up whIch he. ~3d s~Il,ed 
1~11(; a C;I cat iuterior sea cililetl the La!:,: uj T/LO!laf{~l, contammg mn.ny bland" m­
hal,jlr,d r.\, a nmuerlJu,5 and warlike population ThiS 1~I{e may be ro~nd .on se,reral 
old 111"lp .. :t!/· that part of North Ameriea, for, instan('e! lI1lhe atlas (It. :\Iltdll'll ami 
~(-n('x, ~lluvc mentioned .. i\orthwtst Aruel:lCu was,lIlaeed at that t.lIll(~, the terra 
incli"lIlli ... ,illlll. Bacon laHl the scene of }us Atltllltt~ the:e; and BJ(}~dlf!fW~, ac­
cord~."g to the very exact account of (ts discoverer, Captam Lemuel Gull!vl"., W::1,"" 

,itll'" d ililmedI3tely norlll of (he Strait of Fuca, abollt the 50th parallel 01 IatItuJe. 
The I,u,il,on of Utopia (or no u'M7e) " nol c1earlyexpre5Sed In the narrative of 
Mu,tcr Ralph HythlodaYi but it seems (0 have been near CalIfornia. 

1609. 

1620. 

} ,;0-; 

11,00. 
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discovery, that voyages to the wester~ side of Ame~ica ~vere no 
longer considered as dangerous enterpnses; and the Spamsh com. 
me~ce on those coasts was almost ever afterwards harassed by 
pirates, or (jlf(lsi pirates, of various classes and denominations. 
The Gulf of California was, during the seventeenth century, the 
principal resort and rendezvous for these depredator~, especially 
for those from Holland, who, under the name of Pi,.hilillf.{s, kept 
the inhabitaJlts of the southern coasts of Mexico in constant anx· 
iety. 

For the purpose of protecting these coasts from such inflictions, 
a~ well as of obtaining advantage from the pearl.fishery on the 
eastern side of California, several attempts were made by the Gov· 
ernment, as well as by individuals and companies in Mexico, to 
establish garri~ons, coloni,'s, and trading-posts in that peninsula .• 
Of the expeditions thus made, it is needless here to relate the par­
ticulars, as they are unconnected with the principal subject of 
this memoir; suffice it to say, that they all terminated unfortu· 
nately, from want of funds, from the barrenness of the country 
and tile hostility of its inhabitants, and, abon all, from the indo­
lenre and viciousness of the persons sellt out as colonists. The 
last of these expeditions made by command of the Spanish Gov· 
ernment was under the direction of J)nll Isidro de Otondo, who, 
in lIi":3. conducted from 'II, 'xico a number of soldiers, settlers, and 
priests, of the order of the Jesuits, aud distributed them at various 
points on the western side of the Californian gulf; tbe colonies, 
however, all disappeared within a few months after they had been 
planted, and it was then resolved by a council of the principal au· 
thorities of ),Ipxico that the reduction of California by such means 
was impracticable. 

The Jesuits who had accompanied Otondo in his expedition, 
while concurring with the council in its opinion, n('\'crtheless in· 
sisted that the object might be attained by another course, viz: 
by the com'er.<ion to Christianity and civilization of the natives 
of that part of America, which task they offered themselves to 
undertake. Their proposition met with little encouragement from 
the heads of the go\'ernment in 'IIexico. Being, however, not dis· 
heartened, the fathers perambulated tlle whole kingdom, preach. 
mg and exhorting the authorities and the people to aid them in 
the prosecutIOn of an enterprise so pious and so politic. By such 
m~ans, and by the co-operation of their brethren in Spain, they 
raIsed ~ small fund, and finally, in 1697, procured royal warrants 
anthoflzmg them to undertake the reduction of California for the 
Kill':/, and to do every thing which might be necessary for that 
purpose, at their 011'1/ e.1jWII$P. On receiving these warrants Father 
Salvatierra, the principal missionary, sailed with a few ~oldiers 
at~d laborers to the land which was to be the scene of their oper­
atIOns, where he was soon joined by Fathers Kuhn, (or Kino, as 

---- ----

• Acco',"f, of these expeditions may be found in tI,e Histon· of California hy 
Father Venegas; and in Navarrete's Introduction to the JOllrnal of tbe Sutil ~nil 
MexlCana. 
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the S~aniards call him,) Picolo, Ugarte, and others, all men of 
educatIOn and courage, zealously devoted to the business before 
them. 

On arriving in California, the Jesuits had to encounter the same 
obstacles and difficulties which ~ad rendered vain all previous 
attempts to form establishments III that region. They were at­
tacked by the natives, to whose enmity several of the fathers fell 
victir~s; ~heir own men were insubordinate, and were generally 
more mch.ned to fish for pearls, than to engage in the regular la­
bors requll'?d for the support of settlers ill a new country; and 
then operatIons were for some time confined within the narrowest 
limits.' by the want of funds. Their brethren and friends in Spain 
occaSIOnally obtamed orders for small sums from the G01'erl1lnent 
for their use; but the :\l('xi(~an treasury, on which these orders 
were drawn, was seldom able to llleet them when presented,'f and 
the value of the assist:llwe thus afforded was in all ('~lse.' much 
diminished before it re:tehed those for whom it was intended. 

By perseverance and kindness, however, the Jesuits triumphed 
over all these difficulties. W-ithin a short. time after their elltrance 
into California, they fomnded several stations or IlIi:;sions; and be­
fore the middle of the last ('enlnr)" their establishments extended, 
at short distances apart, along the whole eastern side of the pen­
insula, from the mouth of the Colorado in the north, to Cap" San 
Lucas. Each of these stations contained a church, a slIlall fort, 
and a storehouse; and it formed the centre of a district, in which 
the Indians were induced, by the most gentle means, to labor 
regularly for their own support, to live at peace alllong themselves, 
and to receive instruction in the doctrines of the Roman Calh"li.: 
religion. To these ends were the efforts of the fathers exclu­
sively directed, immigration from other countries being always 
discouraged by them. That their exertions in this way were cal­
culated to produce temporary good, cannot 1e denied, as the in­
dividual objects of them must have been rendered more happy 
and comfortable than they would have otherwise been; but it ap­
pears to be equally certain, that neither the Jesuits nor. any ot~er 
missionaries have ever succeeded III fittlllg a Califorlllan Indian 
to become a useful member of society. 

These missionaries likewise, exerted themselves assiduously 
in acquiring a knowledge of the geography, natural history, la~­
guages, &c., of the country which. they had taken under their 
charge; and so far as regards the middle and eastern par~s of the 
peninsula, and the region farther north, wate:ed by the Colorado 
and the Gila, nearly all the informatIOn which we now poss.ess 
has been derived through the labors of the Jes~llts. Resp~ctlllg 
the western side of the peninsula they added IItt.le or nothlllg: to 
the stock of knowledge, all their efforts to examme. that portIOn 
having been unsuccessful. One of the most matenal pomts as· 

* It appears, from the History of California, by Venega" (p~rt 3, ~ection 4,) that 
in 1702 ti.e \Jexican treasury was exhausted by the expen.e. oj expcdJlIons for the 
conquest of Texa" and for eSlabli,hing- forts and garnsons at Pensacola, nnd other 
places on the north coast of the Gulf of MeXICO. 

til 
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certained' by them was the fact of the connexion of California 
with the American continent, which, after having been doubted 
or denied for almost a century, was completely established by 
Father Kuhn, an indefatigable German, in 1700. 

The results of these researches were communicated to the world, 
from time to time, through the medium of a periodical publica 
tion entitled" Lettres Edifiantes et Curieuses, ecritcs des JJlissions 
Etr~ngeres," (Edifying and Curious Letters written fr?m the For· 
eian Missions,) which was conducted at Pans by JesUits, for seve· 
ral years, from 1716. But the most complete account of Califor· 
nia," to 1750, is to be found in the Sotum/ and Cil' il History of that 
country generally attributed to Father Miguel Venegas, though 
now kn~wn to have been composed chiefly by another priest of 
the order, named Andres Marcos Burriel. Respecting this work, 
which appeared originally at Madrid in 1757) and has been since 
translated into all the principal European languages, it may be 
here observed, that the portions dedicated to the labors of the Jes· 
uits are highly interesting, and that they bear with them the 
marks of truth; but that the notices of events which occurred 
prior to the entrance of the missionaries into the country arl" often 
at variance with those given by the older writers, and sometimes 
evidently erroneous. The observations of the author upon the 
policy of the Spanish Government towards its American domino 
ions are replete with wisdom, and indicate more liberality, as well 
as boldness on his part, than could have been reasonably expect· 
ed, considering the circumstances under which he wrote and pub. 
lished. 

The Jesuits receiyed, as before mentioned, little assistance from 
the Spanish Government in the prosecution of their plans with 
regard to California. That (il)\'ernment, indeed, ,\-as not only at 
all times disinclined to favor projects from which no immediate 
increase of its revenues or political strength could be anticipated, 
but was also particularly jealous and mistrustful as to the pro· 
ceedings of the Jesuits in the New 'Vorld. Suspicions were en· 
tertained at Madrid that those proceedings were not dictated sole· 
ly by philanthropic and religious motives; but that the body as· 
pired to the separation and exclusive control of many portions, if 
not of the whole, of the Spanish empire in America. These sus· 
picions became stronger as the influence of the Jesuits increased; 
the power possessed, or believed to be possessed, by their order, 
however, preserved them for some time from any direct open at· 
tack on the part of the Government. At length, in 1767, a royal 
decree was issued by King Charles III. for their expulsion from 
his dominions; it was executed without difficulty,t and the 

... Noticia de la California y de ., .. Conquista. sacada de la Itistoria manuscri14 del 
Padre Miguel Venegas", de atras no/ilias." (" Accuunt of California and of its con· 
quest, drawn from the manuscript history of Father Miguel Venegas ~nd from other 
sources.") T~~ English tran~latlOn, published in li59, IS miserabl~. 

t A large mIlItary force was sent from Mexico, for the purpose of dislodging the 
JesUits III Cahfornla. Ga."par de Portola, the commander of this expedition, is said 
to have been much asha"!ed and mortified on finding that his efforts were directed 
only agalDst a few old pnests, and their half.starved simple Indian converts. 
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Inissi?naries in California were obliged, at a moment's warning, 
to qUit forever the establishments which they had so Ion" and so 
sedulously ~een e~gaged in rearing. to 

I~ 17,?9, Immedl~tely after the expUlsion of the Jesuits from 
CalIfornia, the Spamards established the first colony and "arrison 
?n the west.ern coast of that territory. This measure was ~ffected 
In prosecutIOn of a scheme of reform and defence which had 
been devised at Madrid, with the view of rendering the trans-At­
lantic dominions of Spain ~ore profit~ble to the mother conn try, 
and more dependent upon Its authoflty' as well as of securin" 
h 

. , to 
t e~ agall1st apprehended encroachments of foreign nations. 

SInce the days of Sebastian Vizcaino, who had so strenuously 
recommended the settlement of this part of America, the Spanish 
power had, from ~ variety of_ causes, been constantly declining. 
On tlte Atlantic side of the New World several valuable tCITito­
ri~s, w~ich had long been occupied by the subjects of his Cath­
olIc Majesty, as well as others to which his claims were less ob­
vious, had passed into the hands of his bitterest foes; and al­
though his authority was still undisputed on the western side of 
the continent, yet his pretensions to the exclusive dominion of 
the Pacific had become obsolete. The buccaneers had led the 
way into that ocean. They were followed by the armed squadrons 
of Great Britain and Holland, with one or other of which nations 
Spain was almost incessantly at war; and, during the short inter­
vals of peace, came the exploring ships of those Powers and of 
France, whose voyages of discovery were always regarded by 
the Court of Madrid as ominous of evil to its American colonies. 
The results of these exploring expeditions were communicated to 
the world without delay, and in the most full and authentic man­
ner possible; the journals of the respective navigators being pub­
lished immediately after their return, illustrated by charts, tables, 
and drawings, affording accurate ideas of the objects and events 
described. New channels of commercial intercourse were thus 
opened to all; and new principles of national law, adverse to the 
subsistence of the monopolies enforced by Spain, were gradually 
introduced and adopted by the other maritime Powers of Europe." 

After the peace of 1763, the exploring voyages of the French 
and British were more frequent, and were conducted in a man­
ner which gave to them distinctly the characters of politic.al move­
ments. The iITitation and jealousy which they occasIOned at 
Madrid were still farther increased upon the establishment of col­
onies by each of the abovementioned nations, among-the islands 
of th~ Falkland group, at the very thre~hold of ~he Pacific. The 
French Government, indeed, soon withdrew Its subjects from 

." Sir Benjamin Keene, one of the ablest fore!gn ministers this count.!"Y ever ~~ad, 
(he was ambassador from Great Brnam to the Court of Madnd from 1,54 to 1,,,7,) 
used to say, that if the Spa~iard, vexed us in the first mstance, we had means 
enou~h to vex them without mfllugmg upon trealles; and the first step he would re­
com~.na would be, to ,end out shIps of disc.over~ to the South ~eas."-Lord Lans­
dOllme's speech in Parliament on tile Co~ventwn ro,I" Spa",; del"lered December 13, 
1790. Parliamentary Hislory, vol. XXVll, page 944. 
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those islands, at the request of the King of Spain; the British 
cabinet, ho\\'cn>r, disregarded all hints and rel~lon.strances.respect_ 
in" its alIe!.',"t'tl encroachments upon the terntones of hIS Cath-
0& Majesty, and there were strong indications of designs on its 
part to invade other portions of those territories in a similar man­
uer. The exploring ships had confined themselves to the south­
ern and intertropical parts of the ocean; there was, howerer, no 
reason for expecting that they would not in time advance towards 
the shores of the north Pacific, where their presence could not 
but be injurious to the interests and security of the Spanish do­
minions. 

Serious grounds for apprehensions on the pa!l of the Spani~h 
Govcrnn1l'nt were also afforded by the Russians, whose dls­
cOYl'ries and settlements on the northernmost coasts of the Pacific 
were about that time beginning to attract the attention of other 
European nations. Of these proceedings little was known with 
certainty, except that the Russians had built vessels on the east­
ern side of Asia, and had dis('Il,-ered exten~i"e territories beyond 
the sea which bathes those shores. Whether the territories thus 
found were islands, or parts of Asia or of Ameri,;a, and whether 
those continents were or not united in the north, were questions 
then undetermined. The fact that this ambitious and enterpri­
sing Power had formed establishments on the Pacific, was suffi­
cient to create alarms at Madrid; which were rendered more seri­
ous by the knowledge, afterwards obtained, that new annaments 
on a large scale were in preparation at Kamschatka. 

In order to avert the evils thus supposed to be impending, the 
Spanish Government devised a series of measures, which were to 
be successiyely applied as circumstances might seem to indicate 
or to allow_ Of the:;" measures, one of the principal objects was 
the o''ClIpation and settlement of the vacant territories of Arner­
ica bordering upon the ocean; to effect which, endeavors were 
made ,vithout delay. In the beginning of 17(j,'I, orders were given 
to the Viceroy of Mexico to have those coasts explored as far 
northward as it might be practicable to advance; and at the sanle 
time to establish colonies upon them, sufficiently near each other 
for mutual support, in case of need, against savages or foreigners. 
The execution of these orders was committed chiefly to Don 
Jose de Galvez, a high officer of the Council of the Indies, who 
had been sent to Mexico in 17li.3 to superintend the application of 
the new measures in the northern section of Spanish America. 

The west coast of America had at that time been discovered 
only as far north as the 43d degree of latitude-that is to say, 
as far north as Sebastian Vizcaino had sailed in 1603; and all the 
information concerning it, being derived from the accounts of the 
old navigators, amounted to little more than descriptions of har­
bors and promontories south of that parallel. Upon examining 
the manuscripts of Vizcaino relating to his voyage, notices and 
char~s were found of several places upon this coast, which he 
c,?nsldered well adapte.d for settlements; and, in consequence of 
hiS rCr'ommendatlOns, 11 was determined by the Viceroy and Gal­
vez that the first establishments should be made at the spots 
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which had received from this discoverer the names of San Diego 1768. 
and Monterey. 

Gr~at ~iffi.~ulties were to be overcome in order to carry this de­
termInatlOn mto effect. Few persons could be found in Mexico 
willi~g to subject themselves to the fatigues and privations at­
tendIng the settlement of a new country; and it was not easy to 
procure on the Pacific side of the kingdom such vessels as would 
be required for the transportation of men and materials to the de­
signated points on the northwest coast. At length, however, be­
fore the close of the year, a small number of persons consisting 
of priests, soldiers, and colonists, were assembled at' one of the 
missionary statIOns on the eastern coast of California called La 
p'az, from which place they began their march throu'gh the pe­
nInsula, for San DIego, in two parties, respectively conducted by 
Gaspar de Portola, the governor of the new province, and Fer· 
nando de Rivera, a captain in the army. 

The arms, ammunition, provisions, and materials for the colo- 17G9. 
nies were sent around to San Diego in two vessels, one of which, 
the San Antonio, reached that place on the 11 th of April, 1769; April II. 
the other vessel, the San Carlos, was driven far out to the westward, 
and was unable to enter her destined port until the end of the same April 29. 
month. Of a third vessel, the San Jose, which had also been 
despatched for the west coast, nothing was ever heard. The par-
ties of emigrants who had proceeded by land from La Paz, under 
Portola and Rivera, successively arrived during May; and a con- Mav. 
venient spot having been selected on the shore of the harbor, a 
town was laid out and buildings were commenced. 

Portola, being anxious in like manner to found a settlement at 
Monterey before the winter, set off for that place in June, with a June 14. 
portion of the emigrants and soldiers; leaving directions at San 
Diego that a vessel, which was expected with supplies from Mex-
ico, should be despatched to meet him at the other harbor. This 
expedition was not successful. The Spaniards, marching along 
or near the coast towards the north, overshot Monterey, and at 
the end of October found themselves on the shores of the Bay of Oct. 30. 
San Francisco, which they recognised by means of the high 
white cliffs at its entrance. Turning towards the south, they 
found a port corresponding with that described by Vizcaino 
under the name of Monterey; but the cold weather had set in, Nov. 28. 
and, the vessel not appearing with the supplies, they w~re ob-
liged to retrace their steps to San Diego, where they arrIved on 
the 24th of January, 1770.10 

In the spring of 1770 the San Antonio returned to San Diego 1770 . 

• An account of the establishment of the first colonies on the west coast of Cali­
fornia was drawn up by Don Miguel Costanso, the engineer ofth~ expedllion, and 
published at Mexico in the latter part of 1770; but It was Immediately suppressed 
by the Government Fortunately, however, a copy of .the ,,:,ork was ca~fJed to 
England, where a translatIOn was marle from It and publIshed In 1790. ThiS trans· 
lation is accompanied by other useful articles With regard to the northwest coss.l, 
and by several maps and plans of harbors i,! that part of Amenca.. The work IS 
In the library af COllgress. Much InfOrmatLOn on the same subject IS also afforded 
by Father FrancISCo Palou, in .his Life of Father JUDl,Pero Serra, a Franclscan fflar, 
who was the chief of the mlSSlOnafies to Cahfolma 1U 1768. 
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1770 with supplies from Mexico, in consequence of which Gm'ernor 
Portola determined to make another effort to f(mn an establish. 
ment at :Y!onterey. He accordingly lIlOr,'hed for that plare, where 
he was joilied by the vessel with the supplies before the end of 
.:\by; and hal'illg succeeded in completing the most necessary 
arrang"lIlcnts ji)r the shelter and support. of the settl~rs during 
the wintcr, he himself proceeded to MexIco to supenntend the 
de'p~lt"h of emigIants to the colonies. 

I t was in prosecution of this plan for se~uring the unsettled 
territories of America adjoining the ~panislt dominions from 
occupation by foreigners, that Don Francisco Ducareli, the Gov· 

"'110'- 10. ernor of Buenos Ayres, in June, 17111, lim'ti)l), expelled the Brit· 
ish colonists from their establishmcnt, ('all",l I'ort Egmont, in the 
Falkland Islands. This event occasioned serious difficulties be· 
tween the (;<I\'crnments of Great Britain and Spain, and prepara· 
tions fur war were made upon both sides; negotiations were, 
however, at the same time carried on, and the affair was at length 
arranged wit:lout recour~e to arms, in a manuer not wholly un· 
satisfactory to ~pain. The history of these transactions has never 
yet been fully communicated to the world. From what has been 
pnblished officially, added to the inf<mnation obtained from vari· 
ous,. other sources, the circumstances appear to have been as fol· 
lows: 

As soon as the news of the expulsion of the settlers reached 
Sept. 12. London, the British Seeretary of State, Lord Weymouth, ad· 

dressed to the Court of Madrid demands for the immediate disa· 
vowal on its part of the acts of the Governor of Buenos Ayres,and 
for the restitution of the islands in the condition in which they 
were before those acts took place. To these demands the Span· 
ish Government at first gave evasive answers, endeal'oring to 
change the question at issue into one respecting the right of soy· 
ereignty Ol"er the islanris; but the British ministry refused to treat 
upon this subject until the disavowal and restitution had been 
made as required; and preparations for large armaments were 
begun throughout Great Britain. The Spaliish ambassador at 
London next declared himself empowered by his Sovereign to 
state that no particular ordel's had been given to the Goverllor of 
Buenos Ayrr's with regard to the Falkland Islands, although that 
officer had acted agreeably to his general instrllf'tiolls ,,"rI oatlt in 
expelling tbe British; and that Port Egmont should be restored 
as demanded. This offer was, however, also rejected as unsatis-

~. factory by Lord Weymouth; and war appeared inevitable. 
In th!s conjuncture, the KlI1g of Spain applied to his cousin 

~OlllS XV. of France for aid, agreeably to the Family Compact, 
III order that he might resist the demands of Great Britain. 
France was, however, at that time in a very disturbed state; in 

_: Parliamentary History, vols. xvi and xxviii; Dndsley' .... Annual Register for 
l.~,., ~age 21., j Belsham's ~I' ... t\)ry uf Great Britaio, vol. \~, pagtS 3liH to :5~ I-par­
tlcnlally a nute,at the lJ~t CIted pJ.~e. 'rhe ;]CCOUtlt ~iven bYlhis writer is i,erbaps 
the cleare,t wh,,:h has yet been pre,euted. See also an article on the Ch.racter of 
Lord Chatham, III the Etllllburgh Review, No. 136, for July, 1838, page 418. 
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cons~quence of which, Louis decli,!-ed entering as a p<.rty into 1770. 
the dlspl~te, though he at the same time tendered his good offices 
~ a mediator between the two Pow~rs. '" To this offer the Span-
~sh Go,:,ernment acceded; and the Kmg of France was thereupon 
Immediately requested to take the whole matter under his eharge, 
and to II.Jake any arrangement which he might eonsi'!d proper 
for the mterests and honor of Spain. In the mean time a 
c~a~ge had occurred in the composition and views of the British 
mllllstry. Lord Weymouth, being unwilling to recede from his 
first demands, and fillding his colleagues averse to a war with 
Spain, had retired from office, and his successor, Lord Rochford Ope. Ja. 
was ready to compromise the affair. The offer of ilieuiation or: 
the part of France was, therefore, accepted by the Court of Lon-
don; and a definitil'e arrangement of the dispute was effected on I Til. 
the day of the meeting of Parliament. J'D. ~. 

On that day the Spanish ambassador at Londou, Prince .Mas, 
serano, presented to Lord Roehford a DeclfJration, in ti2 name of 
the King of Spain, to the ell"t'd that his CatllOlir; Majesty, being 
desirous to maintain peaee with Great Britain, disavowed the acts 
of violenee committed by the Governor of Buellos Ayres, and en­
gaged to restnrt' til his Britannie Majesty and his wbjects "the 
port and fort of Egltlont in the Falkland Islands, \',ith all the ar­
tillery, stores, and effects, precisely as they were befilfe the 10th 
of June, 17iO;" but at the same time it was declared that this dis­
avowal ana engiJ~~rI1ellt "('OIl,iO! nor oll!..!id in flil.'JU i,,;e to .'([Fret 
the 'jll('stiIJII of pri';r ri!:II of "'.'I·u'Ci!!lIt!/lJf the n.I/Jr:nrt tsiunds." 
The Earl of R,willi,rd, in retum, presented an ,,!cnjJt'/1(I'I'; in 
which, after rccapitllbtillg the paragraph of the i},c/"rr;tilJil rela­
ting to the disavowal ;,Hd engagements to make restitut!on, he 
stated that" his Britannic Majesty would look upon the said dec­
laratIOn together with the performance of said ellgagement, as a 
satisfaetlOn for the injury done to the Crown of Great Britain;" he, 
however, made no allusion /1'/'111('1"1' to th,' reservation respecting 
the ri!.[ltt of S/J1Wf'i!:'II[!/ to the tlrritory rest~red. . 

In execution nf tllis engagelllC'llt, Ill" Bntlsh colomsts were re­
placed at Port Egmont, as soon as it h,ad been restored to the con­
dition in which it was before the seizure; they were, however, 
withdrawn in 1774, by order of their own Government, and the 1'1'/4. 
Falkland Islands having thus been freed from the presence o.f all 
other Europeans, were .occupied b}i' the ~paniards, w.ho retamed 
them until South Amenea became mdependent. ThiS abandon-

• The celebrated treaty between the Monarchs of France ~n,d Spain, calle~ the 
Pacte de FamiUe, was signed at Paris on the 15tb of AlIgu.:'t, Ilbl. By lh~ fir~t altl­
de their iVllljestie" declare that" the IWo Cruwns will henceforth eonslder evert 
Po;"er as their common enemy, which ,hall become the enel<lY of eIther of them; 
b the second lutiele, thq "reciprocally guaranty, in the must absolute ,and lluth€n­
ti~ manner alilhe eslat"s, lands, Islaneis, and places whIch they po,"e,s" m any part 
of the world." Olher articles fix the amount of "I he first succor,; which ;he Puwer 
re llesled shan be obliged to furni,h to the Power reqllestllll(, Th~' ,r~aTy 'Y~ 
vi~lualty annulled hy the ~atiullal Assembly of Fran:-p, In AU~U:I, I/;QO. b"~lng 
been almost II. dead leller during the whole penDti w whIch 1t was "lIppose to 
hove been in f"rce. 
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li74. ment by Great Britain of a territory which had formed the subject 
of such serious difficulties between her Government and that of 
Spain, was justified by ~he British ministry on the ground that 
no advantages were derIved or expected from the colony suffi· 
cient to compensate the costs of maintaining it. The Spaniards, 
however, have always asserted, and their assertion is supported 
by the opinions of distinguished British historians and statesmen, 
that the eO(f/"lwtion of tlte islands took place in execution of an ex· 
press though secret /'"gogelw7It to tltat dlecl, ellt~red into by Lord 
Rochford at the time /)f lhe (l/7'an,!{ement of the d1spute.~ . 

The Spanish Government considered the result of thiS dispute 
as advantageous, upon the whole, to the security of its American 
possessions; regarding the concessions made by itself as more 
than compensated by the indirect admission of its assumed rights 
of sovereignty over the unsettled territories adjoining those do. 
ruiuions. Indeed, those concessions were little else than diplo. 
matic courtesies. The spot occupied by the British colonists 
was restored only to be soon after abandoned; and Bucareli, not· 
withstanding the censure cast upon him in the disavowal of his 
conduct, was continued in command at Buenos Ayres until that 
evacuatIOn took place, after which he was raised to the lucrative 
and dignified station of Viceroy of Mexico. 

The same opinions with regard to the concessions of the Span· 
ish King prevailed very generally in Great Britain, as soon as 
they were made known. The arrangement was severely criti· 
cised, and the ministry were reprehendedt for concluding it, both 
in and out of Parliament; and the consciousness that these opin· 
ions were just, rendered the British Government more severe and 
uncompronusing in its exactions from Spain upon the occasion of 
the dispute respecting Nootka Sound in 1790. The similarity 
of the circumstances which led to these two disputes, and the 
identity of the principles maintained by each party at both peri· 
ods, rer.dered it proper to introduce the foregoing accounts and 
observations respecting the difficulties between Spain and Great 

• Governor Pownal, in tbe debate in Parliament, March 5th 1i71, (sre Parlia· 
mentary History, vol. xvi, page 1394,) on his motIOn for censuring the ministry on 
account of the arrangement with Spain, says: "Without some such idea as thIS, 
namely, .that as soon as reparation is 'fIUlde to our ilonor for the viol£nt and Iwst,u 
manner tn WAlCh we v:ere dnven off the tsland, and as soon as 'lee are put in a SUtul.'" 
tion to evacuate it on our OW" motion, it is tacitly u"dentood we are to cede it-wilh· 
OUl '''~,e such idea as this, the whole of tbe negotiatiun is inexplicable and unintel· 
hglble. To thIS no reply was mad~ on tire part of the ministry. 

tIn tbe debate to the House of Peers upon lbe address approving tbe arrange· 
ment WIth SpaID., Lord Chatham used this language: "There never was a more 
odIOUS or more mfamous falsehood imposed upon a I!'reat nation. It rlegrades the 
Kmg; 1IIDsults the Parhament. HIS Majesty has been advised to affirm an abso· 
lute falsebooJ ... My Lords, I Ioeg your attention; and I hope to be understood wh,o 
I repeat that It IS an absolute falsrhood. The King of Spain disowns the lhl-f, 
wblle he leaves him unpunished and profits by his theft." In the protest agalDSt the 
arrangement entered into in tbe House of Lords I>y Lorcls Chatl,am, Lansdowne, 
~nd otb~r emment members, It" averred th~t in the declaration and acceptance 
. no claIm on lhe part of hIS Majesty to the nght of sovereignty to Ilny part or the 
"'and ceded to hIm has beeD advanced; and any assertion whatsoever of his Maj.,. 
tv's ~:ebt of soverelgn!y ha. been stUdiously avoided from the beginning to the 
end,. &c. See Junlllss lelt .. of January 30, 1771; and Jobn,on's Defence of tbe 
1tI1Dliitry, whicb IsgeDerally supposed to have been dIctated by Lord North. 
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Britain in 1770; otherwise they would have been out of place in 
this memoir. 

The iss~e of this dispute served to impress the Spanish Gov­
ernment s,tlll more strongly with the conviction of the necessity 
of occupyIng the vacant coasts adjoIning its American provinces 
either effectively, or in such a manner as to afford at least th~ 
semblance of right to the exclusive possession of them. Efforts 
with this view were accordingly made on the shores of Texas, 
Mosquito, Patagonia, and California; and were continued at a 
great expense, though with little success, until 1779, when the 
war between Spain and Great Britain occasioned their suspension, 

The settlements of the Spaniards on the west coast of Califor­
nia were, and continued to be until within a few years past, lit­
tle more than missionary stations under the direction of Francis­
can friars; some of them were, however, styled Presidios, in vir­
tue of their possessing mud forts garrisoned by a few miserable 
soldiers. The most northern of these establishments was that 
on the Bay of San Francisco, founded in 1776; the residence of 
the Governor was, and still is, at Monterey, . 

The British Government, on its part, altho_ugh abandoning the 
Falkland Islands, still persevered in endeavoring to have the Pa­
cific minutely explored, For this purpose, Captain Cook was 
despatched Oll his second voyage around the world, from which 
he returned in 1775; having in the mean time made many im­
portant discoveries, and completely disproved the rumors, based 
upon the declarations of the Spanish navigator QUiroS in 1607, 
respecting the existence of a habitable continent south of the Pa­
cific and Indian Oceans, 

In 1774 and 1775 the northwest coast of America was explored 
by Spanish navigators between the 43d degree oflatitude, t~e li~~i~ 
of preceding discov,er!es from,the south, and the !'i~th; and 1l11~ I::; 
and 1779 the remallllllg portIOns, as far north as ,the Arr-tl<' ~ea, 
were examined by the British, under Cook and illS sl\l'l'~>,s",r, 111 

command. Before relating' these important occurrences, It Will be 
convenient to present a v~iew of the discoveries ",hid] had b~en 
made by the Russians in the northernmost parts o,f the PaCifir, 
as the objects and movements of th,e other two natIOns, With re­
aard to this section of the world, will thereby be rendered more 
;:, 
easily intelligible . 

• For statistical accounts of these establishments, as they existed at the beginning 
of the present century, see Humboldt's Essay on New Spam, 

1774, 

1771 
10 

1779; 

lii4 
to 

1719, 
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CHAPTER III. 

Voyo;!"e, of d;'covery and trarle in the northernmost parts of the Pacific made by 
the P."""".'IS from Kam,rhatka and Ochotsk, between 17~8 and J779-Voyages 
of Beerin a and Tschirikof-E,tablishment of the fur trade b,tween Asiatic 
RU>sia and the "pp0'lte coasts and islands of America-Voyages of Syad, Kren· 
itzin, Levashetf, and Benyowsky. 

BEFORg the beginning of the eighteenth century, the coasts of 
Asia bordering upon the Pacific, north of the 40th degree oflati­
tude, were as little known as those of America beyond the same 
paralleL At that time, the only information respecting the former 
territor:es was derived from the reports of Martin Geritzen de 
Vri"s, a Dutch navi!!atllr, who had in 1643 explored the seas north 
of ,Llp:1ll as far as tile ,l,'->th degree, and had doubtless entered the 
gulf bl"nded by the Knrile Islands and Kamschatka on the 
C.1St. whlch is now calle I the Sea of Ochotsk. In the best maps,' 
published as lately as 1720, Jesso, the most northern of the Jap­
anese islands, is represented as part of the continent of Asia; 
while the Knrile !{f()lIP are laid down as a continuous territory, 
under the name of the ('(JI/II)flJlI/S !(ll/d, separated from Jesso by a 
passage called the ,"'tmit r1 I'ries. 

PI6 Such was the state of l;t'n£;rapltical knowledge with regard to 
the northeastern coasts of ASia in 1696, when the Cossacks, who 
had been sent by 1'.'11'1' the Ur.,,,t, Czar of Russia, to explore and 
conquer the northern parts of that continent, discovered Kam· 
scllatka, and penetrated to the shores of the Pacific. Within the 
ensuing fifteen years, Kamschatka and the whole region interve­
ning between it and Europe were definitively attached to the 
Russian empire. 

From the, .. conquests the Russians acquired, among other ad­
vantages, an extension of their commercial intercourse with Chi­
na, 'yhich t!ms in, a short time became very important. 'fhe 
pnnclpal artIcles of export to that country were the skins and 
furst of animals, which were ohtained either in Siberia and Kam­
schatka, or by way III' England from Hudson's Bay; in return, the 
Ru"i;,l1s brought from China its teas, silks, porcelain and other 
precious commodities. This commercial intercourse ,~as effe~ted 
by means of caravans passing over land to and from certain points 

• See histurical anu geographical atlas of Mitchell and Senex published at 
London in WoW. ' 

t Furs bo",' been at all periods hi::;-hly prized in China as objects lIf comfort and 
luxury. 10 the nor~hfo'rn provlDces they art' used as deiences a~ainst cold j wh.l1e 
thronghout the e~pHe thl:)" conSI;(Ule an important part of the ctref,s of every nch 
~oble o~ oSlen,lallt)US .per:-.on. "\\~i.lh the lea. ... t chauge uf air,)} says Krusenslern, 

the ChIDese lmm"dl,atelr aller theIr dre,s; anu even a' Canton, which is under 
the tropIC, they wear lurs In the winter." 
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in each empire; and when we consider the immense distance 
and the difficulties of the journey between the commercial citie~ 1696. 

of Eur'1pean, Russia and those of Chilla, it becomes eVident that 
none bllt objects of great value, in comparison to their bulk, could 
ha\'~ been thu~ transported with profit to those engaged. 

Tile possessIOn ,of these vast regIOns only served to inspire the 1711. 
ambltl, llS Cza~ With 11("lglls fiJr the ext(,llSl\lll of his authority 
over other portIOns of the earth. Finding- his dominions limited 
by the oceall in the east, he was :lllxi"IIS to know what territories 
lay bey~)nd that barritor, :md whether it would not be possible for 
hUll to IUvade from that quarter the establishments nf the French 
t~e British, or the Spalliards in America. Influenced by such 
Views, he ordered that vessels should be built in Kamschatka 
~U1d equipped Ii:r voyages, If discovery til be mad" :I:rl'l'('ahly t~ 
mstru~tIons which he hilllself drew up; while, in the Illean tillie, 
other ve ,seis should prn""!:,l fmlll Archangel l'astw:ml, to explore 
the ArctiC or 11'\' S":l and tll8 northern coasts of Ihia, 

At the period'when this pl:1II was llrr:lll2"(,,1 by P,·t'T tlI(' Great, 
it was not known whether j\ sia and '\JJlt'i'i"a were IInited by land 
in the north, or were separated by means of a ('<lillie xi, 'II between 
the I':,"iti,' and the 1,'\' Sea; IIor had it indeed be,," ~b('l'rl:lIllcd 
that til(' waters whicll j,;1I1",,J the shores of Kamschatlm "01 II II 1lI­

ni'-;It,'rl directly with the Pa"ili,', although this \\'a, considered 
Ill' "t probable from the trauitions that large ships had been 
wrc'k",1 upon those slinn·s. The solution of these gn';lt geo­
gr:'l'<li'al questions was the first objL'"t proposed by tlie Czar in 
tlie l'xp,ditions; the next kille( to dis~lln,r the Illost praeticable 
means of re~\"hit1g the 1'.'ss,:,-;,-;iOIlS of other European nations in 
.A.1114't'il"a. 

Varions ('jf('lllllSlall"es prevented the execution of any of these 
Pl'().ic'ts dlll'illC'" the lifetime of Peter. His \\'idow and ,\11','",snr, 1725 
Catlie'rim" however, 1'(",,1 n'd to ('any them into fulfilment; allu 
a Sl1lall vessel was at length, in 172t', built and l'ljllil'l"'d at the 17Zi! 
montll of the river of Kal1lschatka, (lll the eastcl'll "idl- of that 
penillsula, for a vnyagl' agreeably to th,e instructions,ofth; Czar. 
The """ II II a 111 I oj II", e:qll·dllI.,1l \\':IS Illtrusl'_'U to \ IIns 1,l'l'l'Il1g, 
a DCllle, who had been selected [o,r the purpose by [>,'1"1' on ac­
COllllt of his npprov8d ce'lI!"I:'>;', and nautical skill; Ilis lieutenants 
were l\lexei Tschil'ilwf, a Itllssi:lIl. and Martin 8[1alll)(,I'2", a Ger-
man. lJ<H:1 of whom afterwards rose to eminenee as lIal"i!.jatnrs, 

B~erill7 s;,il,·,1 from !..-a'lIsr:hatka nil the 14th nf Jul)'. 1728, July 11 
and tonk ~a north ward course :,[, 'II." the Asiati,- shore, \\'lIidl he 
tra,,,,,1 as far as the latitude of 67 d~·gr"cs I S minutes. There, he 
found the coast turning almost rlirl'r:tly eastward, andpresentll?g August If> 
nothing' but rocks and snow as far as It could !JI' perceived" while 
no land was visible ill the north or till' east. F rom these clrcum­
st:lll"I'S, thc navigator cnll,-Iuded that he had r{'aclll'll, thc 1I0rth-
eastern extremity of Asia, awl that thc waters 111 ~hlch he was 
thell sailing were tilliS" of thc 1,'1' Sea. CnnC~IVII1~, tl~erefore, 
that he hm! attained the objer:ts (If his voyage Ill, thiS dlrcc~lOn, 
and fearing that if he should p,rnceed fart~er he might be oblIged 
to winter in this desolate regIOn, for wluch he was unprepared, 
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1728. 
Sept. 2. 

17'29. 
June 5. 

July 23. 

1729 
to 

1741. 

1729. 
to 

1739. 

1732. 

1740. 

he returned to Kamschatka, where he arrived in safety on the 
2d of September. In this voyage Beering had twice, without 
knowing it, passed within a few miles of the American continent, 
through the narrow strait upon which his name was, fifty years 
afterwards, generously bestowed by Coole 

In the succeeding year Beering sailed again from Kamschat. 
ka, and, taking an eastward course, endeavored to find the Amer. 
ican continent. Ere he had advanced far in that direction, how. 
ever, he was assailed by violent adverse winds, which forced him 
around the southern extremity of the peninsula into the Sea of 
Ochotsk. After this repulse, he went to St. Petersburg, and en· 
gaged in no other expedition of discovery for twelve years. 

While Beering was thus remaining inactive at the Rus~ian 
capital, the existence of a direct communication between the Pa· 
cific and the sea which bathes the shores of Kamschatka was as· 
certained, first by the shipwreck of a Japanese vessel on the 
eastern side of that peninsula in 1729, and ten years afterwards by 
the voyages of two Russian vessels, under the command, respec· 
tively, of Martin Span berg and WIlliam Walton, through the pas· 
sages between the Kurile Islands to Japan. Within the same pe· 
riod, also, the continuity of the Pacific. with the Atlantic through 
the Icy Sea, which the discoveries of Beering had given reason to 
suspect, was rendered nearly if not absolutely certain by means of 
expeditions, partly by land and partly by sea, along the northern 
coasts ofEurnpe and Asia; all the attempts, however, made at that 
time, and.sincc, to pass with vessels around those coasts, from P?rts 
in Europe to the Pacitk, proved abortive. Moreo\'er, a RUSSIan, 
named Krupisheff, had sailed, in 173:Z, from Kamschatka north· 
ward, as far as the extreme point of the Asiatic shore reached by 
Beering in his first voyage; thence he had been driven by storms 
towards the east, upon the coast of an extensive and mountainous 
territory which was supposed to be, UI1(1 undou btedly was, a part of 
America. Thus the great geographical questions proposed by the 
Czar Peter were determined, and the practicability of a corn· 
munication by sea between the Russian dominions in Asia and 
the Spanish possessions in Amcrica was satisfactorily proved. 

These discoveries encouraged the Empress Anne, who occupied 
the throne of Russia when they were completed, to persevere in 
endeavoring to extend her authority (trther eastward; and she 
accordingly commissioned Beering in 1740 to superintend anoth· 
er expedition from Kamschatka in search of America. For this 
purpose two vessels were built in the Bay of .\ vatscha, on the 
southeast side of Kamschatka, which had been selected for the 
esta~lishment of a marine depot; they were larger and more fully 
e'.lUlpped ~han any of those empl?yed in preceding voyages ?f 
discovery 111 that quarter, and SCIentific men were engaged III 
Franc~ and .GC'nnany to accompany Beering, so that prerise in­
formatIo? rr,ught be obtained on all points connected with the seas 
and tern tones to be explored. Before the preparations were all 
made, the Empress Anne died; but her successor, Elizabeth, the 
daughter of Peter the Great, immediately declared in favor of the 
enterprise, and, no delays being experienced, the vessels were 
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bo.th ready for sea by June, 1741. On the 4th of that month they 
satle~ from the Bay of A vatscha;. ~he larger being commanded by 
Beenrl:g, a~d the other by Tschmkof, who had accompanied the 
Dane m .hls other voyages. On leaving the harbor, the vessels 
too~ a duectly eastern course, and thus continued in company 
unlll the 21st of June; on that day they were separated during a 
storm, after which they never again met. 

The. only reg~lar accounts which we have of Beering's voyage, 
after his separatIOn from Tschirikof, are contained III the Journal 
?f Steller, the surgeo~ and naturalist of the ship.- This journal 
IS by no mea.ns suffiCiently precise upon points of navigation and 
~eogr.aphy; III consequence of which, it has been impossible to 
Identify many of the spots described by him as discovered during 
the voyage, although the general course of the vessel may be 
traced. 

From these accounts we learn that Beering, after parting with 
T~chirikof, .continued on his course eastward, without meeting 
With any thmg worthy of note until the 15th of July; on which 
day, land was seen in the north, near the 60th degree oflatitude. 
The part first descried was the summit of a mountain, the ex­
traordinary elevation of which may be surmised from the fact that 
it became visible at the distance of more than eighty miles. As 
they sailed towards this point, the Russians perceived succes­
sively other lofty peaks, and then ridges of mountains, all covered 
with snow, and stretching along the coasts, as well as into the 
interior of the country, to the utmost limits of the view; and, upon 
drawing nearer to the land, they found a lar!!!' river emptying 
into the sea, the current of which was felt several miles from its 
mouth·t 

These evidences of the extensiveness of the territory, toge­
ther with its geographical position, were sufficient to convince 
the Russians that they had at length reached the Alllt'rieall con­
tinent. Many of the officers immediately expressed to the com­
mander their wishes that he would pursue the discovery to­
wards the southeast, in which direction the coast appeared to turn; 
put Beering was then laboring under severe i~lness,. and was 
anxious to arrive in Kamschatka before the w!l1ter, 111 conse­
quence of which he gave orders that they should take a west­
ern course. On the 20th of the month they anchored in a nar­
row passage between the continent and a small island, on which 
latter they landed in search of water. There they fi)und sev­
eral huts, which appeared to have been r~c~ntly abandoned ~y 
their occupants, and various implements similar to those used !l1 
Kamschatka; none of the natives, however, were to be. seen? and 
the Russians, having obtained a supply of water, set sail agalll on 
the following day . 

• Steller's Journal was first puhlished in thp ongmal Germ~n byProfe"or Pallas 
in li~5; before which lime, all that wa:"> known (~f ~eerJl}~s v.oyage (0 ,AmerIca 
was enn!ained in a meagre and inCllTrect ab~fr:H:l ot thI. ... Jou.rnalm Muller:-. Collee· 
tions (If Rus. ... ian Hi~toIV. A translation (If the most materIal parts of the account 
roay be found in Coxe's His10ry of Russ~an Discoverie~, rag-~ ~O. 

t No such river has been since found !D that part of Amenca. 

1741. 

July 15. 

July 19. 

July 20. 

July 21. 
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1711 According to Steller, the na~e of S~. Elias .'r~s besb?wed by 
the Ru~sians on the most promment pomt of this Island, In honor 
of the patron of the day 011 which they reached it. The old ac. 
counts of the (·xpedition, however, state that Beering gave that 
name to the lofty mountain which had first attracted his attention. 
~tcller is more probably correct, as the ::lltlt III' July is the day of 
Saint Elias, agreeably to the calendar of the Greek church. The 
stupendous peak risin~ on the northwest coast of America, near 
the 60th degree of latitude, and distinguished on our maps as 
Mount .'-,'"iltl E1i(fs, received that appellation in 1778 from Cook, 
who considered it to be, as it doubtless was, the same observed 
by Beering in 1ie11. Vancouver, who examined this coast mi· 
nutely in 1791, was convinced that the place in which the Rus· 
sians first anchored is 011 the eastern side of the entrance to a bay, 
now gl'llerally known as lJecrillg's, and sometimes called Admi· 
ralty Bay. 

July 21. From the island on which they had first touched, the Russians 
proceeded tnwards the west; frequently seeing land in the north, 
but seldom going near enough to enable thell1 to distingui~h its 

Aug. 3. character. On the 3d of August, in the latitude of 56 degrees, a 
chain of high mountains appeared ahead, stretching across the 
horizon; and as they knew that !~amschatka was still far dis· 
tant, they concluded that the land before them was either a great 
island, or a peninsula extending southward from the American 
contment. They in consequence altered their course to a south· 
ern one, in order thus to reach the latitude of ,;:3 degrees, where 
ther were sure of finding the sea open on the west. as far as Avat· 
sella. The distall"e was short, but they were so much impeded 
in their progress by contrary winds and currents, as well as by 
their fears of rnnnillg upon shoals and small islands, that by the 

Aog.29. end of the month they had scarcely advanced fifty miles upon 
their way. By this time the crew began to suffer from Sickness 
and hltigue, and, in order tn give them rest and to procure fresh 
water, Beering again anchored near some islands, on which they 
remained ashore for several days. \Vhile they were lying at this 

Aug. 31. place, the first death occurred among them; in commemoration 
of which, the group of islands received the name of the deceased 
sailor, and have E'\·er since been known as .Scll1I/J/(f[[il/'s hits.' 
Here, also, natives of America were first seen by the Russians; 
they resembled the Tschutzki, or aboriginals of northeastern 
Asia, in their features and habits; and it was remarked that they 
used implements of iron, which have since been found to be com· 
mon amollg all the inhabitants of Northwest ,\lllcnra. 

Sept. After leaving :-;,ehumagin'~ Islands, the RUSSians discovered 
others,t extending in a chain westward, nearly in the course of 
the 53d p:trallel of latitude, which they passed without landing 
on them, being anxious to reach Kamschatka before the begin-

• They are io numher twelve, and are situated near the latitude of 55~ degrec'. 
on, the, e'!stern SIde, and DOt far Hom the ~outhern eXlremilY of the areat peninsula 
dA!Ja~k:l. 1:1 

t The Fox Islands. called Unala,hka, Unimak, &c. 
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ning. of the stormy seaso~. In this expectation they were dis- 1741, 
appoInte.d. About the middle of September they were assailed Sept. 
by a funous tempest, and for several weeks were driven over the 
sea .at ran~om, while famine, disease, and despair were daily les­
sen~ng then numbers. A.t length, on the 5th of November they 
~galll saw land. In the latitude of 55 degrees; it proved to be an 
IsI~nd, a~ld ~n It they resolved, a~ all hazards, to pass the winter. 
With thiS View, they landed their stores and other necessaries Nov. 7 

and began to construct habitations out of sails and spars; they 
soon, however, had an. abundant supply of building materials 
from the wreck of their vessel, which was dri ven ashore and 
dashed to pieces by the \\'::w€s. 

On the 8t~ of December Beering expired, worn down by sick- Dec. P 
n.ess and fatl9ue; and thirty of his 11lf'1I were successively con­
Signed to then' graves on the island before tile ensuing summer. 17!:! 
Nearly all these deaths were occasioned by scurvy, with which 
the whole crew were affected wilen they landed; the survivors 
were restored to hearth by the free use of fresh water, and sup­
ported themselves chiefly on tlte 1Ij('~t of sea and land animals, of 
which they killed great numbers during their stay. t:I'"11 the 
return of mild weather, they began to build a small vessel out April 

of the pieces of the wreck, which they got ready for se~ in Au-
gust. On the !;j,th of that month they departed in their frail boat Aug. II 

from the western side of the island; two days afterwards til")' Aug. If>. 
made the coast of Kamschatka; and on the evening of the :2ht Aug. ~I 
they landed, fi)rly-six in ali, at the place from which they had 
sailed in the Bay of A vatscha. The island, where they had thus 
passed more than nine months, is a long and lIarrow slip of land, 
situated ],el\1'cell the parallels of 5;; and 56, about eighty miles 
from the east coast of Kalllschatka; it has ever since been called 
Bef'rillg's Isle. 

Such were the ocr;urrences of Beering's last voyage. The 1741 
other vessel employed ill this expedition under Tschirikof, like-
wi . .;e pursuing an eastward course, came upon .land on th~ 15th July 15. 
of July, in the latitude of 56 (l,'~re('~. The telTltory thus dlscov· 
ereel extended on the ocean frolll Ill'rth to south; It was covered 
with high mountains, and its coasts were steep and roeky ... As 
the weather was unfavorable for approaching tbe land, Tschmkof 
cast anchor at the distance of some miles from it, and sent ten 
men in a boat to make examinations; after some time, these men 
not returning nor mal(ing any signals from the ~hore, a secon~ 
boat with six others of the crew was despatched 1lI the sallie .dl­
re(;ti'))i. Neither of these parties ever returned, Hor was any t~lllg 
leaIlled respecting their fate; although th.eir comm~ncler rClI1a111ed 
for several days cruising near the coast, 111. hope t~at they would 
make their appearance. This ~ope havlllg entIrely v,lIllshed, 
Tsnhirikof quitted the coast whIch he had discovered, and ~et July 27. 

sail f,r Kamschatka. His voyage homew<lr~ was attel~ded With 
great difficulties, from constant stOrillS, and trom the slr:imess of 
his crew; at length, on the 8th of October, he re~ch?d the .~ay Oct. ~ 
of Avatscha, having lost twenty one me~ by scurvy, 111 additIOn 
to the sixteen whose fate was not determmed. 
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The land discovered by Tschirikof in 1741 must have been, 
agreeably to his statem~nt of its lati.tude and bearings, !he west­
ern side of one of the Islands contIguous to the American con­
tinent, which are now callcd on English maps the Prince oj 
lVrt1f's'slrl"liijH'lfl!!fI. The inhabitants of these islands are fierce 
and treacherous, and have always displayed the most uncom­
promisino- animosity against foreigners; it is therefore most prob­
able that" the men sent ashore by Tschirikof were murdered as 
soon as they landed. 

The discoveries effected by Beering and Tschirikof in this ex· 
pedition were not considered by the Russian Government of suffi­
cient importanee to justity the immediate despatch of other vessels 
towards the American coasts; and accordingly no farther attempts 
were made by its orders to explore the north Pacific until 1766. 
In the mean time, however, arcidental circumstances connected 
with Beering's voyage had turned the attention of private indi­
viduals in Kamschatka to the islands seen by that navigator on 
his return, and the part of the ocean in which those islands are 
situated had been thoroughly searched. 

It has been mentioned that the crew of Beering's vessel had, 
during the period passed by them on an island near Kamschatka, 
subsisted chiefly on the flesh of the land and sea animals which 
they found there in great numbers. The skins of these animals, 
particularly of the foxes and sea·otters, were preserved by the 
men, and carried in their boat to Kamschatka, where they were 
sold for such high prices that many persons were induced imme· 
diately to go to the island and procure farther supplies. In the 
cnurse of the voyages made filr this purpose, other islands were 
discovered, offering the same advanta!.l"es; and the number of per­
sons engaged in the search for furs was increased. 

The trade thus commenced was for some time carried on by 
individual adyenturers, each of whom, acting only for his own 
benefit, was alternately a seaman, a hunter, and a merchant. At 
length, however, some capitalists in Siberia employed theirfunds 
in tile pursuit; and the npeditions to the islands were in conse­
quence made on a more extensive scale, and were conducted with 
greater regularity and efficiency. Trading stations were estab· 
lished at particular points, where the furs were collected by per­
sons left there tilr the purpose; and vessels were sent at certain 
peJ:iods, from the ports of Asiatic Russia, to carry the ~rticles re­
qUired for the use of the agents, or for barter with the natives of 
the islands, and to bring away the skins which had been pro­
cured. 

The aborigines of the islands were a bold and sava~e race, 
whom it was found almost Impossible to subdue or to conciliate; 
t~ey attacked and murdered the strangers whenever an opportu­
!1Ity was off~red, and the Russians appear to have treated them, 
!n return, wIth. great cruelty and oppression. In the smaller 
Islands, the natIves were soon extirpated or reduced to absolute 
slavery by the traders, who employed every means to force them 
to hunt and fis~ for the animals yielding the furs. The poor sav­
ages were reqUIred by theIr taskmasters to procure a certain num 
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ber of ~kins. durh15 ';1ac~ season; for the delivery of which, and 
f~r theu qU.let b~havlor m the mean time, they were obliged to 
give up their children as hostages. In the larO'er islands where 
the. mountains afforded facilities for retreat or bdefence to 'the in­
habitants, wars were constantly going on between them and the 
strangers. 

In addition to the miseries and loss of human life thus occa­
sioned, a large proportion of the persons engaged in the collectIOn 
an~ conveyance of the furs were annually destroyed by cold, star­
vatIOn, shipwreck, and especially by scurvy. The history of the 
?rst esta?hshment of the Russians in this quarter of the world is, 
mdeed, httle else than a sertes of accounts of dreadful disasters 
and sufferings; and whatever may be our opinions with regard 
to .the hUlllalllty of the ad:,enturers, or the morality of their enter­
prises, we cannot but adnllre the courage and perseverance which 
they displayed in struggling against such appalling difficulties. " 

The islands thus discovered and conquered by the Russian fur­
traders were those between the 53d and the 55th parallels of lat­
itude, extending in a regular line or chain from the vicinity of 
Kamschatka, eastward across the sea, to the extremity of the op­
posite American peninsula of Alif/8Im. They were at first known 
by the general name of Aleyutsky, or Aleutian Isla lids; at pres­
ent, however, they are considered as divided into three groups, 
the most western of which retains the name of Aleutian, the mid­
dle group being called the Andreanowsky, and the most eastern 
the Fox Islands. The latter division includes Unalashka, Umnak, 
and Unimak, the largest and most important islands of the chain; 
at a short distance northeast from these are the Schumagin Islands, 
discovered by Beering, and named after one of his crew; and still 
farther in the same direction is Kodiak or Kuktak, the largest 
island in this part of the Pacific. Kodiak was the extreme point 
to which the fur-traders had penetrated in 1778; before that time 
the only portion of the American continent frequented by them 
was the coast of Aliaska, which they believed to be an island. 

As the traders had no instruments for detennining latitudes or 
longitudes with precision, their ideas of the relative situations of 
places in the north Pacific were exceedingly vague ~nd inc~r­
recto Their navigation was conducted m the most martlficIaI 
manner possible. A vessel sailing eastward from the Bay of Avat­
scha or the southern extremity of Kamschatka, could not pro­
ceed' far without falling in with one of the islands of the Aleutian 
chain which would serve as a mark for her course to another; 
and thus she might go on from point to point, until she reached 
the place of her destmation. In like .n:tanner she would return to 
Asia' and if her course and rate of salhng were observed wllh tol­
erabl~ atte'ntion there could seldom be any uncertainty whether 
she were north ~r south of the line of the islands. A great number 

• The narratives of mllny of these exp~ditions of the Russian ,~ur-t!aders may be 
found in Coxe's interesting" AccullnL of Russum Dl"'COVt'rlt's. Kru."t'I~::;lern., In 
the narrativ~ of his voyage 1'0 the norlh Po('''ic, sLale., that a~ least one-Ihud ollbe 
vessels empluyed in Ihis Ilade were 10.1 every year See po<iea, chapter VBJ. 
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1741 of vessels WCfe, however, lost every yc~;r, in consequence of this 
to want of knowledge respecting the coasts, and want of means to 

1764. ascertain positions at sea. 
The Russian Government remuined £)f some time unacquaint­

ed with the extent of this trade, and, indeed, with the existence 
1764. of the islands discovered by its subjects. At length, in 1764, the 

Empress Cathcrillc II. ordered thut measures should be taken to 
pro~nre exact inf()rmation upon these points, as also with regard 
to the general direction of the west coasts of America, and their 
distunce from those of her own dominions in Asia. This ambi­
tiolls Bovereign hud then just ascended the throne, and seemed 
determined to carry into fulfilment the designs of Peter the Great 
for the extension of the Russian empire beyond the Pacific. 

1766. The first voyage made by order of Catherine II. for these pur· 
poses was that of Lieutenant Synd, who in 1766 and 1767 sailed 
through the seas lll)j'tlwa:-t of !\"altls:·hatkJ.. Very few particulars 
concerning his expeditIOn have been published, from the cir­
cumstance, probably, that they were not calculuted to retlect cred­
it on the nation. By the ;)eennnts which huve transpired, it ap· 
peurs that he proceeded north"',mlly, along the Asiatic shore, 
into the Arctic Oeeun; all,\ that he may have s('ell the A,nerican 
contillcllt, about the 64th dcgn:c of latitude, as he was returning. 

176);. In the /illiowing year, 171),'-', another expedition was com· 
menced, for the purpose of surveying the islands discovered by the 
fur-truders. With this view, Captain Krenitzin and Lieutenant 

July 23. I .e\,~l"lli'r sailed from the mouth of Kamschatka river, each in 
July 27. command of a sm~ll vessel; and, after examining Beering's 

Island, and some others nearest the coast of Asia, they stretched 
across to the Fox Islands, among whi:-IJ they p~ssed the winter. 
Be/i)\'e the ensuing summer nearly half the crews of both vessels 
haLl perishecl from scufI'y ~ and when the navigators returned to 

1769. Kamschatka in the autumn of1769, they had only ascertained ap­
proximutely the positions ofa few points in the chain of islands be­
tween that peninsul~ and Aliaska. It is, illdeed, said that Krenitzin 
employecl himself entirely in trading for furs, with which his ves­
sel was laden when she came bat'k from her voyage. The only 
valuable information derived by the Russian Government from 
this costly expedition was respectiug the mode of conducting the 
fur tr~de in the islands; upon this sur,jcct the reports of Lcvashef 
were curious and interesting, and they served to direct the Gov· 
ernment in its first administrative dispositions with regard to 
these countries. 

The expedition of Krenitzin and Levashefwas the last made 
~Y the Rl~ssians in the north Pacific, for purposes of discovery or 

1771. llIVestlgutlOn, before 1783. In 1771, however, took place the first 
voyage from the eastern coast of the Russian empire, to a port 
fr~quented by the ships of European nations; and, strange to say, 
thiS voyage was conducted under the Po/ish/las;! In the month 
of May of that y~ar, a small number of persons, chiefly Po!es, 
who ha~ been ex;led tl) Kamschatka, su~ceeded in overpowenng 
the garnson of lkbchf'retsk, a place situated on the southwest 

May 11. Side of that peninsula, in which they were detained, and escaped 
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~o sea.in a vess~l then lying in the harbor. They were directed 
l~ theu enterpnse by. Count Maurice de Benyowsky, a Hunga­
nan, who had been m the Polish service and who aften\-ards 
wrote a hist~)IY of his own life.' From hi~ accounts, it appears 
that the fugitives, upon entermg the Pacific, were driven north­
wardly along the coa~t of .lbia, as j;,r as the 66th deS!"rce flf lat­
itude,. during :which part of their v(lya~e they abo saw the 
Am('r~can contment. At Beering'~ bllillii. whielt they visited, 
they found a number of fugitives lIke themselves, established in 
possesslOll, under the command of a Saxon named Ochotyn; 
t1~ey also landed on several of the Aleut.ian bbillb, wlt('re they 
dlsco~el:ed crosses \,'lIlt 1ll:;"rq-iIl)IIS, which had bCTll I'n'I'led by 
Kreflltzm willie on hiS I·xIlI'dili",I. Proceeding towan\s the 
s?uth, till')" tOIlI'Ill'![ in snee('SSiOll at various pbep:; in the Ku· 
rile, Jap~lllc"e, and Llllwll"" bIl(Utls, and in ""rIll"sa. and at 
length l:rrin"l in ::<P[,lc'llli)('r at ('1'11("11. Il,·))\·,)\\·, L.;' ;, "~OUll(S 
"'cr,.' at first Ili';l'J"!:dil,·d; tlll'y hetl (', 111,\"'-":";', ],e.,I; ,.iw·" con­
firmed as regards the lIl"st IILltpril,1 eirr-lllllstancps. 

III 1,,1, a work entitl",l " ! fhs",i',lioll o( the .'.'1'" !/",-I,i/-,'/' 
ago of the -,Y"rift, r1isClJI'II"I'''; b,! the n;,,'~.:if/II" .• '/H'!/IIII'/ A"'I 'ISI-/ffll/:o, 
b!l J. L. '\'/I'IIIlill, ('(JIIIII i.'/,,/" ,/8/0'//" to t/:e n,'lIji('! ,",': ,:./ ltllssi({," 

was published at St. l"'t1r,j,lIrc;, Ull",'f tlip illllll,'rli,,\1- rlir"l'tilill 
of the U'l\"'rllllJ('Ilt. A""lIl1llh "1I1I1ill~ from SW'!' a "lillI"'" were 
universally '·IIIl,i(l .. rcd as ;tntlll'lI!!" ;!Il,1 ,V"('\l1'al<'; till' work was 
translated'into all the principal languages of EmiliI!'. (11,,1 it "'1'1"'11 

as tl", basis for all maps and Il""'ril'tililis of till' IlI'rlh p:JI'iflr 
Ocean until 17,'-'5. ,'\r-e"r"i,,~ to I:>tnrhlin, the ,\JllI'ri"llJl .. nasI 
extenucI\ on the Pacific, ii'IIJlI the '''nthern l'xt]'l'IJlil)" III' C':t1i1;'f· 
nia, in a line nearly due llllrth\\·",tw;lf[l, to the 711th de!.';rl'l' of 
iatitu, II'. Between the lIlnst lI"rthern part of this 1'1I;I,t and the 
oppllsi I,· ,hllres of ,\sia ,,'ere pia'" d 1111 his map a nnmber (If is­
lanus, several of wliich "IIIT""I'"II(\ in lIall1<' with thos .. of the 
Aleutian chain; but the I'",sitililis there assigned to thcm were 
very different from titn;-w now known to be correct. ,\Iil"I;:, was 
rep)'I'Sj'I!lI'r! as an isl:u:d lying beyond tit" .i.')lil parallel, and sep­
arated from each of the adjacent I"OlltilJl'llh by a str;~It. In the 
lar"" and beautifully engraved Latin ltlap of tile RUSSIan Empire, 
by '71'r,'s,' hilt and Schmidt, published in 1776, on which the coasts 
of Jhia are all laid down with great apparent ],)'I"'lSlnll, no .la~d 
exC"cpt the ,\I"lItian Islands Cll'l','ars east of Kal1lschatlw, wlthm 
25 dl';:;r",'s of longitude. . 

The errors of latitude in these maps amounted, 111 lllany cases, 
to ten de(rrecs and those of longitude wew, as might have been 
expected~ mu~h greater. Indeed, until 1778, when.( 'ollk ~wde 
his voyage through the north Pacific, the differences 111 longltud.e 
between places in that part of the ocean had llc\"er been estI­
mated, except by the deau flll:,konillg,t which, however carefully 

'II< i\I 'tll'lll:-- and T-raveis of Count :v1auritius AngLlstl1~ tIe D~nyu'r...,l\y) written by 
hirnq'i(. 2 vU!". ocravo: Lonuofl, 1790. . s 

t Til '1.1 I" U b Ii:eepmg an acconnt 01 the dl"tance run by the log, and of he~ COUf.e 

I', '[ cYolnpass and reclifytn o Ihese dala by 'he usual allowances IlIr drill, SLee n'( Iy t J{; ~ In. , 1111 • D' t' 
I &; according 10 the ship's koown Inm."-Falconcr S marlile "wnary. ee·way, c., 

1771. 
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Iii!. observed, cannot afford accurate results; nor had any relation 
which could be considered as nearly correct, been established be: 
tween the meridians of a point on the Atlantic and of one on the 
north Pacific. The above remarks on the extent of the informa. 
tion with regard to the northwest coast of America possessed in 
1774, by those who had taken the greatest pains to procure it 
will serve to show more clearly the value of the discoveries ef: 
fected by the Spanish and British navigators during the five 
years immediately succeeding that period. It may be added, that 
no further attempts were made by the Russians to increase their 
knowledge of this part of the world until 1783. 
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CHAPTER IY. 

Voyage. of ~2<co\ef\~~n Ihe north Pacific, made by the Sraniard, and the British, 
between 11 14 and 1 J 19-Voyages of Perez, Heceta, Bodegrt. and ('onk-Journeys 
through the northern part" of America, made by Hearne 3illl C,,, ver. 

Ix the preceding pages, it has been ~ltll'\'n that before 17~'.J 
the Spaniards had examined the westprn coast of America as fa; 
north as the ,t:ltl degree of latitude; and the Russians, sailinz east­
ward across the Pacific, frQm their dominions in Asia, h~l dis­
cov~re~ beyo~d the 55th degree many islands, as well as other 
terntones, which were supposed to be parts flf the first mentioned 
continent. Rcsp<'f'ting the portion of the American cna~t in­
cluded bl'!wcCll these two parallels of latitude, no definite ac­
counts had been obtained, although it was probably visited by 
European nayigators during the latter years of the sixteenth rcn­
tury. The discoveries of the Russians had served to prove that 
tile two great continents were entirely separated fi'om each other 
by the ocean, but they had afforded little information as to the 
('xtellsioll and limits of America in the northwest; and few of 
the conjectures based upon them have been continue(} by subse· 
quent obseryations. 

T II 177,~, the Spaniards attempted, fDr the irst time sirn::e the li7!. 

days of Vizcaino, to explore this coast beyond the 43d degree of 
latitude. For that purpose, the corvette Santiago was despatched 
by the Viccrny of Mexico from ~:11l Bias, under the command of 
Juan Perez, an ensign in the Spanish navy, with Estevan Jose 
Martinez as pilot. They were ordered to proceed, if possible, as 
far as the 60th degree of latitude, and thcncc to examine the 
shores southward to Monterey. 

Of this expc(litin a very imperfect account only can be pre­
sented. The SI':tlli,lt GovernllH'llt carefully concealed all in­
formation r""pt:rtillz it until ] Sfl'~, when a short sketch of the 
principal orrnrrr'lw(~s appeared in tlte Int,roduction ~o the r\ar,ra­
tive of the Y"vaz" of the Schooners Sutll !md MexlCana, whICh 
was in that year published at Madrid, by authority of the King. 
In addition to this official notice, a few particulars have been 
communicated by Baron Humboldt, in his Essay on ~ew Spain, 
as derived from the original Journal of Fathers Cr~spi and Pena, 
the chaplains of the Santiago, which he was permitted to mspect 
at Mexico. From these, the only sources of knowledgf' on the 
subject, the following aceount of the voyage of Perez has been 
drawn. 

From San Bias, Perez sailed tirst to MOIl!erey, and thence 00Il- Jan, 25. 
tinued his voyage towards th~ nort~, keepmg at a distance from 
the coast, in order to reach a high latitude before ,the cold weather 
should commence. The land next seen by hIm was near the 

6 
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1774. '54th parallel, and must have been the northwestern part of Queen 
July 20. Charlotte's Island. After a cursory examination of this coast, he 

proceeded towards ~he south, occasionally seeing the land; and 
,\ \1" !l. at length, in the latitude of 49~ degrees, he dlscov,ered and en· 

tered a bay, to which he gave the name of Port NIII Lor~I/:I).· 
Here he traded with the natives, who surrounded his vessel in 
great numbers, offering the skins of animals in retu.rn for articles 
of iron, with which metal they were alteady acquamted. From 
this bay Perez sailed on the 10th of August; and as he arrived 
at Monterey on the ~7th of the same month, it is not probable 
that he examined very minutely the coast lying between the two 
places. ,Martinez, the pilot of the ship, however, in 17::-'J, asserted 
that a passage extending eastwardly between the 48th and 49th 
parallels had been found, and entered by his commander soon 
after quitting Port San Lorenzo; upon the strength of which all· 

sertion, Navarrete assigns to Perez the discovery of the arm of the 
sea now called the :'-ltrait of Fuca, and in his map bestows the 
Ilame of Poillt Jlartilte;; 011 the cape at the southern side of its 
entrance. 

From this account of the voyage of Perez, it will be seen that 
little information was obtained by him with regard to the north· 
west coast of America. If the latitude of Port San Lorenzo be 
correctly reported in the accounts of the expedition, (and we have 
no reason for supposing otherwise,) that bay must have been the 
same to which Cook, four years afterwards, gave the name of 
Kill!! (feor~'("s ,'Soulld, and which is now known as Nootka Sound. 
The- Spanish Government, however, by concealing all accounts 
of the voyage of Perez until long after the publication of the jour· 
nals of Cook, deprived itself of the means of establishing the 
claims of its subjects to the merit of the discovery, which is al· 
most universally attributed to the British navigator. 

1775. Immediately after the return of Perez, the Viceroy of Mexico, 
Don Antonio Bucareli, ordered that another expedition should be 
made to the north Pacific, for the purpose of examining the whole 
shore of the continent, from Cape Mendocino as far, if possible, 
as the 65t.h degree of latitude. \rith this view, the Santiago was 
placed under the command of Captain Bruno Heceta, Juan Perez 
~oing in her as ensign; and she was to be accoJllpanied by ~he 
Sonora, a schooner of not more than thirty tons burden, of which 
Juan de Ayala was the chief officer, and Automo Maurelle the 
pilot. From the Journal of Maurelle, as translated into English 
by the honorable Daines Barrington, and published at London in 
17~1, nearly a~l that is know!l respecting the expedition has been 
denved. ThiS Journal is confined almost entirely to the occur­
rences on board of the schooner; concerning the movements of 
the ~antJago, we hav.e only a few indistinct notices, in the Intro· 
ductIon to the Narrative of the Voyage of the Sutil and Mexicana. 
The most material facts collected from these sources are the fol· 
lowing: 

• The 10th of August is the day of San Lorenzo (St. Lawrence) according to the 
Roman Cathohc Calendar. " 
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1775. The .two vessels having been provisioned for a voyage of a 
year, salled together from San mas, in company with the schooner 
San Carlos, which was bound for Monterey. Ere the latter ves­
~el had proceeded far f:om the land, her captain became delirious; 
m conse.quence of which, Ju~n de Ayala was ordered to take his 
place, Lieutenant Juan FrancI~co ~e la Bodega succeeding to the 
command of the Sonora. ThiS Clfcumstance is here mentioned 
because, in nearly all the accou~1tS of the voyage, Ayala is repre~ 
sented as the pnnclpal officer III command whereas he in fact 
only accompanied the exploring vessels to 'the vicinity of :;jlon­
terey.* 

Mar. 16. 

The explor!ng vessels, after parting with the San Carlos, made 
Cape Mendocillo on the 7th of June, and on the 10th cast anchor 
in a small cove just beyond that promontory, in the latitude of 41 
degrees 3 minutes. At this place, which was named Port Trin­
ida~, the Spaniards remained nine days, employed in refitting 
their vessels and taking in water. During this time, they held 
communications with the nati ves of the country, who appeared to 
be a mild and tractable race; and on their departure, they erected 
a cross near the shore, with an inscription setting forth the period 
of their visit, and the rights of their Sovereign to the surround­
ing territory, founded upon the discovery. This cross was seen 
standing by Vancouver, who landed there in 17\1:1; the English 
navigator did not, however, consider the place as meriting the 
name of a port. 

On leaving Port Trinidad, the Spaniards kept at a distance 
from the land, beating against contrary winds, until the 9th of 
July, when, finding themselves in the latitude in which .IWlJI 

de Fuca was said to have discovered a strait leading eastward 
throuo-h the continent, they sailed to the coast in order to ascer­
tain the truth of the account. Proceeding in that direction, they 
soon saw the land, which, from its situation as described, must 
have been the southwest side of the great island of Vancou ver 
and Quadra at the entrance of the passage now called Fuca's 
Strait. Th~y were however, unable to examine this part of the 
coast and were dri~en southward, to within eighty miles of the 
mouth of the Columbia, where they anchored, between the con­
tinent and a small island. Here they met with a severe misfor­
tune; several of the crew of the schooner, who had been sent on 
shore in search of water, were surrounded by savages, and mur­
dered immediately on landing; and the vessel was herself ex-

., B(uri,~z{nn's IJliscellanies, whic~ contai~s.the transl.atio~ of Mau~~lle:s Jour~al, 
is a rare work; and the notices of thIS e~pedltlOn, ('ontamed III th~ vallOUS memOIrs, 
re arts and review~, concerning the northwest coasts of Amenca, are nea,rly 3:11 

taEen directly or at second-hand from the abstracts of the Journal bWFleUnej III 
the Introduction to the Narrative of Marchand's Voya~e around the orld, ~na III 
the instructions to La Peranse. In these pape", Fleuneu has dlsplared muc b

eo-
a h'ical knowledge yet he has committed numberless errors; and hiS contempt for 

grh PS . ds has led him whenever an opportunity presented Itself, or could be 
t e panlat~ dis araO'e thei~ roceedings. His accounts and critic~sms with ~egard 
~~~~~:~peditidlf, de;cribed bj Maurelle, are filled wilh inaccuracies, anJ. wllh un­
just or illiberal charges against the Spaniards. Of hJ~ nustakes, the least lmportant 
is his assignment of the command to Ayala. 

June 7. 

June 19. 

July 9. 

July 11. 

July 13. 

July 14 . 



[ 174 ] 7! 

1775. 

July 15, 

Aug, 4. 

Aug. H. 

Aug. 18. 

posed to danger fro!ll the attacks of the barbari~ns, who appeared 
in areat numbers 111 canoes, and were \I'all difficulty prevented 
frOl~ boarding her. In commemoration of this event, the island 
was called Isla dp Dolures, (Isle of Grief.) Twelve years after­
wards it received from the commander of the Austrian ship Impe­
rial Eagle the name of Dr;structilJlt [,land, in consequence of the 
massacre of some of his men near the spot where the Spaniards 
had been cut off, 

After the occurrence of this disaster, as many of the crews of 
both vessels were moreover disabled by sickness, it was debated 
among the officers whether they should endeavor to proceed to 
the north, or return to Monterey. The commander, Heceta, was 
anxious to return; Bodega and Maurelle, however, notwithstand­
ing the miserable condition of their little schooner and crew, in· 
sisted that they should persevere in their efforts to reach a higher 
latitude; and their opinion having been unwillingly adopted by 
their superior, the \"nyage was resumed on the 20th of July. On 
the 4th of August the vessels were separated, and Heceta seized 
the opportunity of going to _Monterey, while the schooner con­
tinued her course towards the north. 

Ten days after leaving the schooner, Heceta, while sailing 
along the coast of the continent towards the south, discovered a 
promontory, called by him Cape S'Ut Roque, and immediately 
south of it, under the parallel of 46 degrees 16 minutes, an open· 
ing in the land, which appeared to be a harbor or the mouth of 
some river. ~ This opening, represented in Spanish charts printed 
before 1788 by the names of Eli/mUll de Heceta, Entrada de Asun, 
cion, and RilJ 40 Sew Roque,t was, without doubt, the mouth of 
the Columbia river, which was thus, for the first time, seen by 
the nati \'es of a civilized country_ 

Bodega and Maurelle, in their schooner, after parting with He, 
ceta, proceeded towards the north as far as the latitude of 57 de­
g~ees, before they again saw the land. Under that parallel they 
discovered a lofty mountain in the form of a beautiful cone, rising 
from the ocean, and occupying nearly the whole of what appeared 
to be a peninsula, projecting westward from the coast of an ex­
tensive territory. In the angles between the supposed peninsula 
and the main land, were two bays, the northernmost of which 
was called Port Remer/ios, and that on the southern side Port 
Guadll:lupe, i~ ho~or of the two most celebrated places of pilgri­
mage. In MeXICO, situated near the capital. The mountain over· 
hangIng these bays received the name of ,',,'all Jacinto the sainI 
on :,vhose day. it was discovered; and the appellation 'of Cape En· 
/tano (DeceptIOn) ,,:,as b~st~wed on its western extremity. There 
IS. no difficulty 111 IdentifYIng these spots, from the descriptions 
~Iven by Maurelle, although they are distinguished on our Eng­
lish maps by other names; they are on the western side of the 

p.::!~~~nal of the Sutil md Mexicans, page 153; and Introductioll to the same, 

S/RTheh,15)th
d 

of Augustis the day of the Assumption; md the 16th is St. Roqne's (or 
. oc say, aecordwg to the Romm Catholic CalendlU'. 
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~argcst island of King. George the Third's group, a little north- 1775. 
ward of the place whe:e the Russian navigator, Tschirikof, saw 
t~e la~d, and where hIS men were lost in 1741. Mount San Ja-
cmto lS now generally known as J[Olfl!t 1!,!!!cr'/lJIIU, and Cape 
Engano as Cape Edgecumb; Port RemedIOs IS tlw RfI'/ "f Islands; 
a!ld Port Guadalupe is NOljolk Sound, called also 'by the Rus-
sIans the Gulf of Sitca_ These two bays communicate with each 
other by a narrow passage behind the mountain which is thus 
completely insulated. ' 

The Spaniards . landed on the shore of Port Remedios, where Allg. 19. 
they took possessIOn of the country for their Sovereioon with re-
ligious formalities, obtained some fresh water and [ouo-ht and 
trade~ with the natives, who appeared to have ~ery distilfct ideas 
of th.elr own rights of property in the soil. The voyage was then 
contmued towards the north, as far as the 58th degree. "-hcn 
the vessel had reached that latitude, nearly the whole of her crew Aug. 2" 
were incapable of duty, while the increasing violencc of the winds 
rendered additional .. x('rtioll~ absolutely necessary. {-IItI"r such 
circumstances, the officers found that it would be imprudent to 
persevere in their endeavors to advance, and they accordingly 
turned towards the south, resolving, however, to explore tlte coasts 
minutely in that direction. 

Having taken this course, they searched along the shores as 
they went, for the passage or strait called the Rio ,7" 70S RC!Jes, 
through which Admiral Fonte was said to hal"c sai!<-,l into the 
Atlantic, in 164/1. "With this intent," writes Maurclle, "we 
searched every bay and J"prpss of the rnaq, and sailed arolllld 
every headland, lying to during the night, in order that \10

,' might 
not lose sight of this entrance; after which f'xf"rtillw;, wc lIl:IY 
safely pronounce that no such strait is tu be C )lIlll\." This 
conclusion was certainly rorr!'rt, yet it was as certainly not es­
tablished by the discoveries of the Spaniards in 177:,. On that 
occasion, the search was confined tn the part of the coast north 
of the 55th parallel; whereas, according to the account of FOllte's 
voyage, the Rio de los Reyes entered the Pacific under the 53d. 
Moreover, had the observations been as minute as Manrelle rep­
resents them, several passages would have been found leading 
towards the north and east, h)]" the examination of ~\lly one of 
which more time would have been required than was devoted 
by the Spaniards to the whole search. . 

In the course of this examination, a bay, affordmg excelle.nt 
harbors and well secured :lC!aill.,t the ocean by islands, ,,-as dIS­
covered' in the latitude of :).;~ degrees, which, i~ com'pIin~ent to 
the Viceroy of :\Iexil'o, \I'.ns rall"d Pod Rum}""!I .. It IS Sl~uate,d Aug. 24. 
on the southwestern si(]e of the largest of the PrInce of \\ ales s 
Islands, and is one of the f~o'w places on the northwest :,::"t of 
America w'hich still retain on our maps the names ongll1all~ 
bestowed by their Spanish discoverers. From Port BllcarelI 
the schooner sailed slowly southward, along the shores of the 
great islands which border the An~erican continent, and were 
long after supposed to form part of It; and on the 19th of Sep- Sept. 19. 
t~mber she reached the spot where her men had been murdered 
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Iii'5. 
Sept. 19. 

Oct. i. 

17:7. 

two months before by the savages. Thence her voyage was con­
tinued, at some distance from the land, past the mouth of the 
Columbia; a little south of which she again approached the con­
tinent, and her officers endeavored to find the entrance of the 
great river said to have been seen by Martin de Aguilar, the pilot 
of one of Vizcaino's vessels, in 1603. The examinations with this 
view were commenced near a promontory," resembling in form a 
round table," which ~ received the appellation of Cape Mezari, 
situated about thirty miles from the mouth of the Columbia; and 
were prosecuted to the vicinity of Cape Mendocino, without sue· 
cess. The Spaniards then bore away for the bay of San Fran· 
cisco; and, while looking for it, they entered a smaller bay, situ· 
ated farther north, to which Captain Bodega thought proper to 
give his own name. There they remained long enough to sur­
vey the shores; after which, they took their departure, and ar­
rived at Monterey on the 7th of October. 

The expeditions of the Spaniards in the north Pacific, during 
the years 1774 and 1775, have been made the subjects of severe 
reflections and sarcasms by French and English writers; espe­
cially by Fleurieu, in his Introduction to the Accollllt of Mar· 
chand's Yopge around the 'Yorlu, and his ='iotes to the Instruc· 
tions given to La Perouse. It mu~t be acknowledged that little 
e.met information respecting the northwestern side of America 
was derived by means of these expeditions; yet their results 
might have been important, by affording useful hints for the or­
ganization and conduct of future wlyages. The great questions 
of the extension of the continent to\,:arus the north and west were 
left unsettled, and the delineation of the coasts, founded upon 
~he journals and tables of the navigators, was imperfect and 
maccurate; on the other hand, the eastern boundaries of the Pa· 
cific were approximately ascertained, as far north as the 5~th 
degree of latitude; and several harbors were found, the posi. 
tions of which were determined ,,-ith tolerable precision. Perez 
and He"eta, indeed, displayed a cautiousness of disposition ap­
proaching to pusillanimity; but Bodega and Maurelle certainly 
villdicated the character of their nation for courage and perseve­
rance, by their struggles to advance under the most appalling dif­
ficulties. 

III order to complete the examination of the northwest coast of 
America, the Viceroy, Bucareli, obtained from his Government 
the use of two small corvettes, which he was anxious to despatch 
in 17,7; the funds required for their equipment were, however, 
so slowly collected that they were not ready for sea until two 
years afterwards. In the mean time that coast had been visited 
by Captain James Cook, whose discdveries now claim our atten­
tion. Before proceeding to consider them it should be observed 
that the Spanish Government carefully cO;lcealed from the world 
every circumstance relating to its establishments and rese'arches 

• This promon,ury is minutely de,cribed by Captain Clarke, who ascended iL in 
Janmuy,1806. See Lewlli and CJarke's Tra\'.,!.', chapter 2:L 
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on the shores of the north Pacific; and it was not until 1 7Rl when 
Mr. Barrington published his translation of Maurelle's J~urnal 
that any thing was known in Europe upon those subjects, except 
the fact that a voyage had been made about I7i ,1 from ;\Iexico to 
that part of the ocean. ThIS should be borne in mind in order 
that a just estimate may be fomled of the value of the 'Iabers of 
Cook and his successors in command; none of whom were aware 
that any discoveries had been made by the Spaniards on the west 
coa~ts of North Anwri(,~I, since those of Vizcaino in 16U3. 

Mention has been frequently made in this memoir of the efforts 
of the British to discover a northern passage for ships between 
the Atlantic and the Pacific oceans. These efforts were all di­
r~cted towards the northwestern extremities of the Atlantic; and, 
in prosecution of them, the two great seas called ~fllrlSfJlI'S Bay 
and Ba.!Tin's Bay were first ('''pl()rc,\' about the beginning of the 
sixteenth century, by the n<lyi!!:lt()n.; whose names they bear. It 
was soon afterwards ascertained, satisfactorily, that the desired 
communication could only be realized through the medium of one 
or the other of these bays; and, in order to encourage p"n;('w­
rance in the search for it, the whole n'u:ioll surroUlldlllg Hud­
son's Bay was granted by King Charles IL, in 1669, to a society 
of London merchants, entitled the fll"I''''I/I'S R(lY ('O/ll1'11I11f, with 
the understanding that they should elldeavor to effcct the (liscov­
ery. As an additional means of rrnlJlntillg the attainment ,)f this 
end, the British Parliament, in 17 \;" otfel't'd a reward of twenty 
thousand pounds to tho::;e of "his .l/llif'sfy's suhi1r{s 11,1/1) 'Inight 
find (( ji((SSfI:!I'/Of' shipsfrolll HllrI.~OIl'S n"y to the /J',/I'i/i,"" , 

WiliI()nt presellting a detailed ,wcount of the vanous ~xpedl­
linns' mane in consequence of these engagements all1l mduce­
ments, suffice it to say that, in 1 j Ii"" nothing had been learned 
respecting the portion of the American continent and the adpr"I't 
seas west of the immediate vicinities of Hudson's and !lattin', 
Bays. Hudson's Bay had J,,,,'n explored ,'olllpietrly by thp fur­
traders, as far north as the li7th degrpe of 1<1I1I11d(', IIl'\"nlltl whIch, 
however, it was known to ext.elld; allLl altiI.,u!!:iI B~I/hll" Bay had 
been navigated to the 77th parallel, yet its ,lIn]'(', had b~en but 
imperfectly examined. A channel for, ~he passage of ShIpS, ,be: 
tween one of these bays and tl!c Pal' 1111', ':l1lgh,t therefi))'e eXIst, 
or the Pacific, or ~O\Jle large flver emptylllg mtn It, 11lI::(ht be 
found within a short distance of places on the AtlantiC Sldc, ac­
cessible to yessels li'om Europe. The acquisitiop of Canada by 
Great Britain, in 1763, had rendered the detefl1unatIOn of tllE"C 
questions more interesting t,) that I'o'\\'''r. as there was no. l?nger 
any danger that such dlsCOYl'flt'" could In' employed to Its dIS-
advantage. ,,' 

In orner to arrive at some defil1lte conclUSIOn on tho~e pomts, 
as well as for other purposes connected with con~\11er;I.a1 lIlteres~s, 
the direct"rs of the Hudson's Bay CIlIllPClilY, m 1169, comnllS-

------ --- ------

~ couci"e, tlWL1':h (']r_,.H, and dutlblle,,~ jn,sl account ofthe~e .exre~itio~sJ ~lldl~f 
their re~l1lls, m:l\' be tonne! In the hllro(\uctwll to the, Journ8:b at ~aptalU UI) {:-, 

Third and La.l V,'p>,c, wntlen by Doclur DUllglas, BJ,hop 01 Sall'bury. 

li7t:') 

IG6'J 
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1769. sioned Mr. Samuel Hearne, one of their agents, to explore the re­
gion westw~rd and northward of Hudson's B~y, so ~s to ase.er. 
tain, if possible, how far the land extended without. mternWtIon 
in those directions, and, consequently, how far a ship would ne· 
cessarily han' to pass in a yoyage between the Atlantic and the 
Pacific. Agreeably to his instructions, Hearne set out· from 
Fort Prillce of lVules, situated at the westernmost extremity of 

Nov. 6. Hudson's Bay, in the latter part of 1769; between which period 
and July, 1772, he made three journeys on foot and in canoes, 

17:j9 through the designated territories, examining them in various 
to lines of march, to the distance of nearly a thousand miles from 

1772. . h d' the place of his departure. In these expeditIOns, e Iscovered 
the Great Sluv/! Lu/;p, and many other similar collections of freM! 
water, from the most western of which issued streams flowing to· 
wards the north. One of the largest of these streams, called Copp(!/'­
mille iticf')', was traced II)" him for a considerable distance, down to 
its termination, near the I;"tll degree of latitude, in a sea, which 
Y.'as certainly a diyision of the ocean, for the tides were observed 
ill it, and the relics of whales in abundance were strewed on its 
shore. The traveller, moreover, assured himself that the portion 
of the continent which he had thus examined was not traversed 
by any channel or nnintclTupted line of water forming a commu· 
nication between the ~eas 011 its eastern and its western sides; 
and that, consequently, no passage could be effected from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific, in that direction, without sailing north of 
the mouth of the (" 'jJjJ\Tllline. 

The discoveries ufH";lrIl" were consi,lr;n·d in Great Britain as 
highly important. The sea into which the Coppermine firer 
emptied was supposed to be the Pacific ;t and, as that ocean thus 
appeared to extend much farther towards the northeast than had 
lli't!n previously imagined, the hope of finding a direct communi· 
cation between its \I'atel'S aHd those of BClffill'S Bay were propor­
tionally i1l0 l'eased. 

Before relating what was done by the British Government in 
c·msequellce of the information afforded by Hearne, it will be 
proper to notice another journey in the interior of North America, 
performed a short time pre\'i(IUS, hy Captain Jtlnathan Can'er, of 

J~6~' Connecticut. This gentlemCln set out £i'om Boston in June, 1766; 
1:0 6, ~nd, proceeding by way of ,\Iichilimackinac, passed the two follow· 

oC~,'~~er, ~ng years in exploring the region west of the Great Lakes, which 
1,);0. Is \I'atered by the upper :Ui,sissippi. Beyr'nd this region he did 

not advance; and the only reason for mentioning his expedition 
here is, that, in the narrative of his adventures,! allusions are sev· 

• The dl',(,()?(lrifS made by Hearne were communicated to the directors of the 
Blld'"n', Bay (: '''lpall)" and b,v them to the Briti,h A'dmiraltv; no account of them 
was, ~o,ye\":~) given .to the world l1nt.il the publication, in 17,~ 1) of the Journals of 
Cook, Last v "y"~ e. ill the IntroductIOn to which thev are noticed. Hearne's Jour· 
nals and Maps were finally pUbli,hed in 1795, after his death. 

t Hearne eSlimated the latitude uf the "",Il'h of the Coppermine to be 72 degrses. 
'Ve now know, from the observations of Franklin, that this ri"er enters the Arene 
Sea under the parallel of 67 degrees 51 minutes. 

~ Pubhshed at London in J~7' It attracted much attentiou at Il,at time, and 8001\ 
wenl through several edlticlns. The work has been lately reprin!e,] at New YorK. 
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e~al times made to (( t:f1'eat river flowing westwardly into the Pa­
cliic from the central part of the continent, 

In the Introduction to his Narrative Carver states that his 
objects were, "afte~ gaining a knowledge of the manners, eus­
t?ms, langu,ages, ,SOil, and natural productions of the different na­
tIOns that IllhabJt the back of the Mississippi, to ascertain the 
breadth of the ,-ast contment (Xorth America) which extends 
from the AtlantiC to the Pacific ocean, in its broadest part, be­
tween the 43d and 46th degrees northern latitude, Had I been able 
to accomplish, this, I in~ended to have proposed to the Goyern­
me~t to es~ablIsh a,post III some of those parts about the ."'Imit 0/ 
AIIUIII, which, havlllg been discovered by Sir Francis Drake, of 
course bel,o!lg to the English, This, I am convinced, would 
great~y faCIlItate the disr-on'ry of a northwest passage, or commu­
lllcatlOn between Hudson's 1l~1\- ant! the Pacific OI'c:IIl," This ex­
tensive plan he was, however; unable to effect; having been ob­
liged to turn back after having advanced as far as the ;"'t. Petl'r's 
River, and ,lllst as he was prcparing to plm;llC' his journey" by 
11'ay of the La/-,'.'! J)II Pluye, flu/mis, 111/1/ ()/lillil)i'lu,:~ to tI,(, /rllld 
of the Grelll Nil"r of tIle Hest, Ic/,il'/, jidls illto 111/' ."-,'ll'IIil ,!r ,!II 
ifll/, the termilll/lifill 0/ Iiisillfl'//Iled /HO!!')',SS." In "lIllnlim, up 
the information which he presents to th" pnblic, he lays great 
stress upon his" account of the heads of the four great riVl'rs that 
take their rise within a few leagues of .·;(('11 other, llcarly about the 
centre of the great rOllti I]C'llt, viz: "the N:I'I'/' /JOUr/JliII, (I{I,.1 ]{ i \'1'1'. I 

1r/ri('h empties itselr ii/tf) Hllt/soi/'S /JII!!; the 1mtl'r8 fir Iii" 81, 
Llflrrl'i/I'I'; lIif' llississi/'J.i: o/lfl tlte HinT {)/'f':[O)I, or /tin r '?f the 
lVest, till/ill/lIs ii/to tllf' l'III'ili,' Ur"'1JI at Il,t Strflit of ii/i,"/." 

This account is ('('rtaillly illi'l.rn','t, so far as j'('ganh the head 
waters of any stream lloWill; into rll" Pacific; and as CarY"r, 
though he frequently mentions the Url'goll, g-in" no information 
concerning it more l'artielliar than that it rises 111/1/)1,,-,' the .,'1, ill ill!!' 
AfoUl/loil/s, west of the sOllln' oj' .\'1, ]',·tlr's Nin'!', 111/11 Jidls illio 
tlte Pm'!I;1' (It the ."Iruit '?,J' "~I/illl/, he cannot in justice be conSid­
ered as having thrown any light upon the geography of the 
western division of North America, As to the derivation or mean­
ing of the minI Oregoll, he says nothing; and nothing satisfa.c­
tory is, indeed, known about it. No such word IS to be found III 
any vocabularies of Indian languages wh,ich han' ?een exam.llled 
in search of it; and there IS lIttle probability that It comes either 
fi'om the 01'/':[11110 or the Oreiol/ of the Spaniards, or the ()' l?1C:'III/ 

of the Irish, III tact, there 'is ]'ea,()11 tf) suspect that Car\'l~r ill­
vented the name himself, and that he derived his idea ~f the nver 
not from the Indians, but from the maps of the day, Ill; ~l?St of 
which sllch a stream is laid down running from the VICllllty of 
the :-I1ississippi, It is certain that he copied the!;l'c:ltcr p~rt of 
hiS accounts of the manners and CIl,t""1S of the i\"t1o//,('ss/1' In­
dians, (now called the ,\'io/I.I',) as ,n,ll a~ th~ir terms! from those 
given by Lahontan, nearly a century prenous, respectlllg the sav-

• Rainy Lake, Lake of tlte Woods, and Lake Wi,,,,i]!,,:;, 

17CG 
In 

17Ij,~. 
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ages of Canada; as may be seen by comparing the chapters on 
marriage, on burial, on hunting, and on many other subjects in 
the two worl{s, although he merely mentions the French travel· 
ler once or twice incidentally, and then in a very disparaging 
manner .. 

Can'er concludes his narrative by stating that a project had 
been formed in England, in 17T 4, by Richard Whitworth and 
other persuns, of whom he himself was one, to cross the Ameri· 
can continent with a large party, by way of the Oregon and Mis· 
souri Rivers to the Pacific, and then to examine the coasts of 
that ocean towards the north, in search of some passage leading 
to the Atlantic; but that the Revolution in America had caused 
the scheme to be abandoned. 

The British Government, however, soon afterwards endeavored 
to obtain a solution of the interesting question as to the existence 
of a northern passage between the two oceans; for which purpose 
it "'as arranged that ships should be simultaneously despatched 
to the north Pacific and to Baffin's Bay. Captain Cook, who 
about this time returned from his second circumnavigation of the 
earth, volunteered to conduct the expedition to the north Pacific; 
his offer was joyfully accepted, and he accordingly sailed from 
Plymouth on the 12th of July, 1Tili, in his old ship the Resolu· 
tion, accompanied by the Discovery, under the command of Cap­
tain Charles Ckrkc. 

Captain Cook was instructed to proceed by way of the Cape of 
Good Hope aud Utaheite, .. to the coast of .\'(:1{) Albiol1, endeavor· 
ing to fall in with it in the latitude of 1::; degrees." He was there 
"to put into the first cnln-clliellt port to recruit his wood and 
water and procure refreshments, and then to sail northward along 
the coast to the latitude of 65 degrees, or farther if not obstructed 
by lands or ice, taking care not to lose any time in exploring ril' 
ers or inlets, or upon any other account," until he had reached that 
parallel. At the 65th degree he was to begin his examination of 
the coast, in search of "a water passage pointing towards Hud­
son's or Baffill's Bays;" if he should find such a passage, he was 
to endeavor to make his way through it; should he, however, be­
come convinced that no such communication existed, he was to 
visit the Russian establishments in that quarter, and to explore 
the se.as north of them as far and as completely as he could. The 
dl\"ectlOn not to commence the search for a passage to the Atlan­
tic south rif tlte 65th parallel, was founded on the proofs afforded 
by Hearne that the Americall cOlltinent extended uuinterrupted 
beyond that latitude, and that, consequently, the stories of the 
voyages of Fuca and Fonte from the Pacific to the Atlantic were 
entitled to no credit . 
. The application of the name of Sel(' Albioll to the western por­

tIOn of North Ameriea showed that the British Government had 

• In the interestinf; Ace 'Ullt of ~raJ'Jr Long's Expedition through the conntry 
of the upper Ml"::>lSSlppl III 1~'2:~, vol. I, chapler 7, wlil be found sume observatIOOS 
~alcubted to show tha~ DO d'~rendt:'n' c is to be placed on Carver's statements re~p~c~-
109 that put of Amenc .. , partIcularly as rell"ards the 8t Peter's River whith It b 
probable that he never ascended. ., 
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no intenti~n to resign t~e r.ig:hts supposed or pretended to have li7G. 
been acqUlred by Drake s VISIt to that reaion. In order to revive 
and fortif):'" these claims, Cook was instnfcted, "wIth the consent 
of t~e .natives, to ta'~'e possessi?lI, i/~ tlte Ilfllli!; oj th" Kill!.!' oj UrNtt 
B.ntaUl, of convel1lent sItuatIOns III such countries as he might 
dlscov~r, that had not been alre~dy. discovered or visited by any 
other European Power, and to dIstribute amona the inhabitants 
such things as will remain as traces of his h~ving been there; 
but If he should find those countries uninhabited he was to take 
posse.ssio~ o! them for his ~overcign, by setting ~p proper marks 
and IllscnptIOns as first dIscoverers and possessors." He was 
"str~ct.ly enjoined not to touch upon any part of the Spanish 
domlllIOns on the western contll1ent of America unless driven 
thither by some unavoidable accident; in which 'case, he was to 
stay no longer than should be absolutely necessary, and to be care-
ful to give no umbrage or offence to any of the inhabitants or 
subjects of his Catholic Majesty." With reference to the Rus-
sians he was directed," if in his farther progress northward he 
should find any subjects of any European Prince or State upon 
any part of the coast, not to disturb them or give them any just 
cause of offence, but, on the contrary, to treat them with civility 
and friendship." 

The preceding extracts from the ill,tfllctiolls gi\'en to Cook in 
17,1; will be sufficient to explain the objects of his voyag'~ to the 
north Pacific, and the views of the British Government with re­
gard to the part of America bordering upon that division tlf the 
O~C;IlI. It should be Ilhsr'n'"d, in addition, that those views were 
in every respect conformaule with justice, with the existing trea­
ties between Great Britain and other Powers, and with the princi­
ples of national law, then generally admitted in civilized coun· 
tries. 

V\,11I'1i Cook sailed from England on this his last \oya~", he July 12. 
expected to reach the north Pacific early ill the summer tlf 1 j j,; 
he \\'as, however, detained by his researches in other parts of the 
ocean during the whole of that ycar, and did not arrive u[>on the 
northwest coast of America until the ,th of :'Ibrch, 1 ":-;, when lii.'<. 
he made the land about a hundred miles north of Cap" ;\IClldn- :'lIar. i. 

cino. For several days afterwards he was prewnted hy violent 
slnn.le; from advancing as he wished towards the north, an.d 
was driven along the coast In some distance in the contrary. dI­
rection. The Willd then becoming favorable, he took the deslfed ;'.lor. 13. 
course and on the :Z~11 of the month his ships wcre "I'I"lSl\<' a Mar. :2~. 
project'ing point of the continent, situated a little I"~yontl thl' -l:-;tlt 
parallel, to which he gave the !lame of C"pc 1'1(/I/fT!lI~ tuken of 
his improved prospects. III tl1lS part of IllS voyage he recogl1lsed 
the Cape Blanco of Aguilar, near the 43d parallel, b,ut he thought 
proper t., bestow on it the name of ( '''/If' Gregor!!: rhe ~llOuth of 
the Columbia was passed by hun, Wllhout Its bell1g notIced, du-
rin" a stormy night. 

The coast immediately south. of Cape Flat.tery was care(ully 
examined in search of the strait thl:ollgh wluch Jua!l ~e F u~a 
was said to have sailed from the PaCIfic to the AtlantJ.c .111 1592. 
In the account of that voyage, the entrance of the straIt IS placed 



[ 174 ] 80 

1778. between the 47th and 48th degrees oflatitude; and the land be­
ing found by Cook to extend uninterruptedly across that space, 
he did not hesitate to pronounce that no sur:h passage existed. 
This assertion has been subsequently confirmed; had the EIIC!­

lish navigat()]', however, traced the outline of the coast on tile 
othr'l' side of Cape Flattery, he would there haye discovered an 
arm of the ocean, apparentl), penetrating the continent towards 
the east, through which he might have proceeded with his ships 
for many days ere he could have been assured that the story of the 
Greek pilot's voyage was nnt tme in all its most essential partic­
ulars. 

This arm of the sea ",as passed unnoticed by Cook, who con· 
tinued his ,'oyage from Cape Flattery, northward across its en· 
trance, and along the shore of ,,·hat he supposed to be the con­
tinent, as far as the latitude of 49~ degrees. Under that parallcl 
he j(,und a spacious and secure bay offering every facility for the 
repair of his vessels and the refreshment of his men, in which he 

:\Ior. 29. cast anchor on the. 29th of ;\Tarch, bestn\\'ing upon it, at the same 
time, the name of Kil/g GeOi-~·I!'S Sound. This name he shortly 
after changed to that of SlIot!.-" ' .... ·01/11(1. under the impression 
(whirh appears to haye been incorrect) that :Yoo//.-(,' was the term 
employed to distinguish the bay, by the natives of the surround­
ing territory. 

April. The English remained at Nootka Sound four weeks, engaged 
in preparations for the difficulties which they expected to encoun­
kr. During this period they communicated freely with the na­
ti,'es of the country, whn, though nnin'rs.,lly represented as the 
most thievish, treacherous, and j;'rn<:"ious of the human race, were 
upon this occasion rendered useful, and .. n·n obliging, by the 
kind and conciliatory conduct of the strangers. A regular inter­
change of commodities ,,'as also established ]J .. t,,-el'n the parties, 
th .. seamen giving their old r]Cltli('s, buttons, kllin's, and other 
trifles, in return for the skins of sea-otters and seals, which were 
found in abundance on those coasts_ 

('onk has recorded in his Journal many curious particulars il­
lustratin of the character and habits of these savages, and he 
has also noticed some circumstances which appeared to show 
that they had held int .. rcourse with Europeans before his arrival 
among them. Thus he remarks that they manifested no surprise 
a~ the sight of his ships, and ",ere not startled by the reports of 
hiS guns; they had tools and weapons of iron and ornaments of 
brass, which latter, at least, could not han been made by per­
sons unacquainted with the arts; and one of their chiefs had 
hanging ar0l!nd his ne?k two sill,Cl' tl/Ur-spOOlls of Spanish rnan-
11 (wtIIJ'r. 'I Pt the navigator was convinced from inquiries that 
no ships besides those under his command had been se~n at 
Nootka, and that none of the inhabitants had ever communicated 
?ire.ctly with t~e Spaniards or any other civilized people. Their 
ll1ddference with regard to his ships he attributed to their" natu-

• The name of [:'/,,"1, or Yucuatl, applied by the natives of this region to a part 01 
the sound called Fnendly Cove, IS the only word in their lanauage which resemble> 
Noolka. b 
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ral indolence of temper and want of curiosity'" and he concluded l~~k 
that t~ey. ohtaine~ their iron and other metal~ from the European 
colollle~ m A~eflca, through the agency," perhaps, of several ill­
termedlate natlOns_" 
. U.nder .these. circumstances, Cook finally considered himself 
Jllstlfied m .clalllm~g the merit of the first discovery of ;\o(ltka 
Sound, an~ It has smce been allll",t universally conceded to him. 
The S'palllsh Government and writers, however, insist that this 
place IS no other than the Port 81/11 LO/,('II:O, entered and so 
named by.Juan Perez, d~.ll'ing his v' 'ra.~e along this coast, four 
years prevIOus to the arnval of the ElIC(li,h in the north Pa'3ific. 
In the ~ccount o~ that \',;yage, ::t p3~C iU, we have shown upon 
what eVidence thiS assertIOn I' j"1I11l1e,l; and it cannot be denied 
that many of the facts observed by (",,,k, at ;\',)"tk:., tend to COll­

firm the j)robab~lity of its correctness. To attempt to determine 
the questIOn sattsfactonly in favor of the Spanish navigator, would 
be at the present day an unprofitablfl employment . 
. Coo.!, sailed from Nontka Sound Oil the 26th of April, with the ApIIl~6. 
lllten~lOn of proceedlllg as speedily as I"",ibk to the 65th ,kgree 
oflatttude, where he was to begin the ('x:ullinalioll of the ,\lller-
ican coasts, in search of a passage tQ the Atblllie. The land 
next seen by him was the beautiful peak which he called JIO/illt :\\ \ ~ 
RI/!.;'I·("1I1110, but which had recei"ed from lh,,1e~a and ,\!aurl·lIe 
ill 177;j the name of :llo/lJlI 8111/ ./willfo; and two'day.-; afterwards :\10)" J. 
he beheld rising from the shore two stupendous piles of rocks 
and snow, on the southernmost of which the appellation of .1/'111111 
11IinI"Nltll1'/' was bestowed, while the other, lying nearly under 
the 60th parallel, was r"cognis,,,1 as the .1 "I!' III ~aill~ h'li'I., de­
scribed in the accounts of L:~('rill!j" bst \'oy:lge. From the foot 
of Mount Saint Elias the coast was "J,sl'rH'd III turn to the west, 
instead of continuing in a northward direction, as it was repre­
sented in the latest charts of the Russians. Couk thereupon re­
solved to commence his '1I1"\'1'l" at that point, hoping that he 
should soon find some strait or arm of the oec:tlI, through which 
his ships might pass around the northwestern extremity of the 
continent into the sea disco\'ered by Hearne. 

With this view the English advanced slowly along the shore 
from l\IUtlllt Saint Elias til a considerable distanrf' westward, and 
thence southward as far as the 5,;tll degree of latitude; lllillutdy June. 
explorilIg in their way the tWil great ;,(lllf' called ~)riJ(l'1' 11 'il-
Lilli" '" , .... '11/(1111 and Cook's R'ivel', and every other openmg through 
which they supposed it possible I? effect a passa$e. Their ex­
pectations, however, were 111 each ll1stance dlsap,pomted; and the 
land was found extending continuously on the n~ht?f the whole 
line thus surveyed by them, over a "ast space, wInch 111 the charts 
and accounts of the Russians, was represented as o.ccuPJed by the 
ocean. That this land was a part of the Allll'rll'~Ul contlllent 
Cook entertained no doubt, although the fact had not then ~e.en 
established; and he therefore saw with regret tl~at the p:obablhty 
of his beinD" able to accomplish the grand object of Ius voyage 
was materially lessened, if I~ot entirely de~troyed. . 

While this survey was gomg on, the ~hll?S were frequently VIS­
ited by the natives of the adjacent terntones, none of whom ap-
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l,;~ peared to have held any previous intercourse with civilized per· 
June 1~. sons; and it was not until they had passed the so~thwestern 

extremity of the lanu, near the 55th parallel of latitude, that 
traces of the Russians were perceived. From this point they 

June ~;. proceeded towards the west, and at length, on the 27th of June, 
they reached an island which proved to be Ullu/as/d .. " one of the 
largest of the Fox group. well known as a place of resort for the 
fur· traders from Asia. l\'one but savages were found upon it at 
that time; yet, as its position with reference to the other islands 
and to Kamschatka was supposed to be expressed with some ap. 
proach to accuracy on the charts published at St. Petersburg, its 
discovery was considered important for the regulation of future 
movements. 

July~. From Unalashka Cook proceeded northward through the part 
of the Pacific usually distinguished as th~ ,,,'crt of J{alJlsc/wtka,inkl 
the Arctic Ocean, examining the American coast in search of a 

Aug. 9. passage around the continent towards the east. On the 9th of 
August, he reached a point sItuated near the 66th parallel oflati· 
tude, and called by him Crl/)e Prillce of Hltles, which has been 
ascertained to be the western extremity of America; and thence, 

Aug. 10. crossing a channel of only fifty·one miles in breadth, he arrived at 
the opposite extremity of Asia, since known as East Cape. Upon 
the channel which there separates the two great continents he 
generously bestowed the name of Beering's Strait, in honor of 
the navigator who had first, though unknowingly, passed through 
it fifty years before. . 

Beyond Bloc-ring's Strait the American coast was found extend· 
ing upon the Au·tic Sea towards the east, and was traced in tliat 
direction to Icy C"pp, a point situated in the latitude of 70~ de· 
grees, where the progress of the ships was arrested by the ice. 
In like manner the Asiatic shore was examined as far westward 
as it was possible to proceed; and the warm season having by 
this time passed away, Cook judged it prudent to retull1 to the 
south, deferring the prosecution of his researches until the ensn­
ing summer. 

Oct. 2. On the 2rl of Ue(ober the ships again arrived at Unalashka, 
where fortunately some Russian traders were found. The chief 
of these men, Gerassim ISlllylnff, was an old and experienced 
seaman, who had a('cnlllpanied Benyowsky in his adventurous 
yoyage to China in 17~1, and had been for many years engaged 
111 the trade between Kamschatka and the islands. He readily 
exhibited to Cook all the charts in his possession and commu· 
nicated what he knew res.pecting the geography ~f that part of 
the world. The 111fofl11atlOn thus received from him, however, 
was .only so far nlua.ble to the English navigator, as it proved 
the ll1accuracy of the Ideas of the Russians with regard to the 
American continent. 

Oct. 26. Leaving Unalashka after some days, the English ships contino 
Nov. 20. ued on theIr course towards the south, and on the 26th of No­

vember re~ched Owyhee, one of the Sandwich Islands. There 
1779. they remamed during the winter, and there, on the 16th of Fe\!­

Feb. 16. rua:r, 1779, the gallant and generous Cook was murdered by the 
natlves. 
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qaptain Charles Clerke, upon whom the command of the ex- l"~. 
pedltlOn devolved in consequence of this melancholy event en­
dea,:"ored in the followin~ summer to effect a passage to th~ At-
lantIc through the Arcttc Sea. With this view he sailed from Mar. 13. 
9wyhee to Petro-Paulowsk,'" the principal port of Kamschatka, 
in the Bay of Avatscha, and thence through Beerino-'s Strait· be- Mar I. 
yond. which, however,. ~is ~hips were prevented by ice fro~ ad· 
vancmg .as far III any.dl.rectlOn as they had gone in the previous 
year. HIs health dechnll1g, he was obliged to return to the south 
before the end of the warm season, and on the 22d of Aua-ust he Aug. 22. 
died near Petro-Paulowsk. " 

Ca.ptail~ John Gore, a l'lative of New England, next assumed 
the dIrectIOn of the enterprise; and the ships being considered by 
the officers unfit, from the bad condition of their rigging, to en· 
counter the storms of another year's voyage in this part of the 
ocean, it was determined that they should direct their course 
homeward. Accordingly, in October they sailed from Petro·Paul- Oct. 
owsk, where they had been treated with the utmost hospitality 
by the Russian authorities; and in December following they an- Dec. 18. 
chored at the mouth of the River '1'ygris in China, near the city 
of Canton. 

With the stay of the ships at Canton are connected circum­
stances which gave additional importance to the discoveries made 
in the expedition. 

During their voyage along the northwest coasts of America, 
the officers and seamen had obtained from the natiw's of various 
places which they visited a quantity of the finest furs, ill ex­
change for knives, buttons, and other trifles. These furs were 
collected without any reference to their vaille as merchandise, 
and were used on board as clothes or bedding; in ,Ollns,·, 111<'11<'(' of 
which the greater portion of them had been entirely spoiled. and 
the remainder were much injured before the ships reacllf'd I',·trn­
Paulowsk. At that place a few of the skins were purchased by 
the Russian traders, who were anxious to obtain the whole on 
the same terms; but the officers, having in the mean time ac­
quired infornlation respecting the value of. furs in China,. pre­
vailed upon the seamen to retain those whIch they had sull on 
hand, until their arrival at Canton, where they were assured that 
a better market would be found. 

In this expectation they were not disappointed. The furs car­
ried by them to China were the first which entered that empIre 
by sea all those previously used in the country havll1g been 
brough't by land though the northern frontiers. The supplies 
thus received had never been equal to the demands; no sooner, 
therefore, was it reported in Canton that two cargo?s of these 
highly prized obje~ts of ~omfort and luxury had arnved 111 the 
Tygris, than the ships which con tamed them were surrounded by 
persons all eager to buy for their own use or upon. specl~latlOn. 
The Chinese, according to custom, began by proposmg pnces far 

• Called also pctro·Paulski, and the Harbor of Saint Peter and Saint Pa1Ll. The 
Russians write It Petropawlowskaia. 
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below those which were then current; but the English refusing 
to accede to such terms, they gradually increased the amOUnt of 
their @ffers and in the end the whole stock of furs was purchased 
by them fdr money and goods, the value of which was not less 
than ten thousand dollars. 

The business for which the English stopped at Canton having 
been despatched, they sailed from that place ~n January, 1780, 
and, passing around the Cape of Good Hope~ arrIved at the mouth 
of the Thames on the 4th of October followmg. 

The results of Cook's researches in the north Pacific were cer· 
tainlv i:1.r more important than those obtained by any or all of the 
navigators who had previously explored that part of the sea. The 
positions of a number of points on the western ilide of America 
were for the first time accurately determmed, and means were 
thus afforded for ascertaining approximately the extent of the 
continent in that direction. The existence of a northern channel 
of communication between the two oceans, passable by ships, 
seemed to be entirely disprnyed; but, in recompense, a vast field 
for the exercise of industry was opened to the world, by the de· 
monstration of the advantages which were to be Gerived from the 
colk<'tilln of furs Oil the northern shores of the Pacific, and the 
sale of them in China. 

With regard to the IlfJl'eltlj of Cook's discoveries on the north· 
west side of America, it appears,oll comparing his course with 
those taken by the Spaniards four years previously, that until he 
had passed the ,j:3th parallel of latitude he saw no land, (with thB 
exception possibly, though not prababl y, of N ootka Sound,) which 
had not been already seen by Perez, Bod0ga, or Heceta; it RlUS! 

be repeated, however, that he had no knowledge of the discov· 
eries effected by either of those navigators. After passing the 58th 
de,(ree, he was, as he frequently acknowledges, aided, and in a 
measure guided, by the information gleaned from the accounts of 
the expeditions of Beering and other Russians who had explored 
that part of the Pacific before him. This is said without any de· 
sire to det~act from the merits of the gallant English commander, 
whose skill and perseverance were as extraordinary as his hon· 
esty and lllil!!llanimity; but merely to show with what degree of 
justice his U. ,vernment could advance claims to the exclusive 
pos~ession of any part of ~I)rth west America on the strength of 
his discoveries. 

While the Bntish ships under Clerke and Gore were after the 
death of Cook, on their second tour throuah the northernmost 
parts of the Pacific, the Spaniards were engaged in another at· 
tempt ~o extend their knowledge of the west coasts of America. 
For thiS purpose two vessels, called the Princesa and the Favor· 
ita, sailed from San B~as on the 11th of February, 1779, under 
the commana, respectively, of Lieutenants Ignacio Arteaga and 
Juan FranCISCo de la Bodega y Quadra. The latter was the same 
office~ who had in 1775 explored the Pacific to the 58th degree 
of latl~ude, as before rela~ed; and he was again accompanied 'rIy 
Antol1lo. Maurelle as ensign, from whose journal nearly all the 
lz.tformatlOn respectmg the expedition in question has· been de· 
rIved. 
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Of this voyage a very short acconnt ~ will be sufficient. From 1779. 
·.'3an BIas the Spaniards sailed directly for Port Bucareli the bay Feb. I!. 
which had been discovered by Bodega and Maurelle' near the May 4. 
56th degree 0f latitude. This bay, as well as the shores in its vi-
cinity, they surveyed with care; after quitting it, the point which July 1. 

they next saw was Mount Saillt Elias, whence they proceeded July 9. 
along the ("oast towards the west, frequently landing and trading 
with the natives. In the beginning of August they entered a Aug.!. 
large gulf containing many islands, and surrounded by high 
mountains, which, from the descriptions given hy :\burelle, must 
have been the same called by Cook Prince \rilliaIll's Sound. 
Here their researches terminated, for what reason we do not learn. 
La penll[,,· says that Arteaga supposed himself to have then 
reached the coast of Kamschatka, and that he was fearful to pro-
ceed farther, lest he should be attacked and overpowered by the 
Russians. The ships departed from the great gulf on the 7111 of Au- Aug .•. 
gust, and on the 21st of Novembar following they arrh'ed at San Nov. :)1 

Bias," where," says Fleuriell, with some justice," they might have 
remained without our knowledge in geography having sustained 
any loss by their inaction." The voyage, in fact, pr?duced little 
benefit in allY way; it was the last made by Spal1lards to the 
northwest coast of America before 17SS . 

• The ~reater part of Maurelle', journal of this Vo';c,"e may be found in the first 
volume ot the Narrative of La Peronse's Voy"ge. "La Ptirouse o?tained i[ fr?m 
Manrelle him,elf at :V1anilla III 17R7, and has made ,orne observatwns respectmg 
the conduct of the Spaniard; as therein related, which, thuugh po""bly JUst. are by 
no means generous. Fleurieu, the editor of L~ Pcrouse's jonrnal

j 
dId, not Of!1H the 

opportunity of casting ridicule upon the SpanIards, who,e etram dunng th13 voy­
age were, in truth, not calcula\ed to redeem their characler for persel"erance. 

7 
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CHAPTER V. 

Voyages and discoveries iuthe north Pacific, between 1779 and li~O-ColllmeBce­
ment of the dHecl trade In furs from the northwest coasts of Amertca to Can. 
ton-Vova ~e of La Perou,e-First voyages ur citizen, of lhe United States to tbe 
northwest .:'o3'1_-Di,covery of the Strait of Fuca--Attempt made by John Led. 
yard to cross the northern part of the American continent. 

WHILST Cook was engaged in his last expedition, Great Brit· 
ain became involved in wars with the United States of America, 
France, and Spain; and as there was no prospect of a speedy 
termination of the contests at the time when the ships sent out nn· 
der that commander returned to Europe, the British Government 
considered it prudent to withhold from the world all information 
respecting their voyage. The regular journals of the ships, togeth­
er with the private notes and memoranda of the officers and men 
which could be collected, were in consequence placed under the 
charge of the Board of Admiralty, and thus remained concealed 
until peace had been restored. Notwithstanding this care, how· 
ever, many of the occurrences of the expedition became known, 
the importance or the novelty of which was such as to raise to 
the highest degree the curiosity of the public, not only in Eng· 
land, but in all other civilized countries. 

The wars having been at length concluded, the journals of the 
expedition were published at London in the winter of 1784-'5, 
under the care of a learned ecclesiastic, in three quarto volumes, 
accompanied by charts, tables, and all other illustrative appli· 
ances; and it is scarcely necessary to add, that the anticipations 
which had been formed with regard to the importance of their 
contents were fully realized. 

The statements contained in this work respecting the great 
abundance of animals yielding fine furs in the vicinity of the 
north Pacific, and the high prices paid for their skins in China, 
did not fail immediately to arrest the attention of enterprising 
men; and preparations were commenced in various parts of Eu· 
rope, in the East Indies, and in the United States of America, to 
profit by the information. At that period the trade in those arti· 
cles was conducted almost wholly by the Russians and the Brit· 
~sh, ~etwee.n which nations,. however, there was no competition 
III thIS particular. The RUSSIans procured their furs chiefly in the 
northe!Il parts of their own empire, and exported to China by land 
all whIch were not required for their own use. The British fur 
market was supplied entirely from Hudson's Bay and Canada; 
and a great portion of the skins there collected were sent to Rus· 
sia, whence many of them found their way to China, though 
none had ever heen shipped directly for the latter country. That 
tlle furs of Canada and Hudson's Bay could be sold advanta-
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geou,sly at Ca~t~n, appeared to be certain, even allowing for a 
con~lderable ,dlmlllutlOn of pnces ,at that place in consequence of 
the lllcre~se III the supply; and It was supposed that still larger 
profits might be secured by means of a direct intercourse between 
China and the northern coasts of the Pacific where the finest furs 
~ere to be obtained in greater quantities ;nd more easily than 
III any other part of the world. There could be no doubt that 
this diminutior: of prices at Canton would take place immediately 
after the establishment of the trade, and it was probable that the 
expenses and diffic~lties of proc~lring the furs would also be aug­
men ted; therefore It was m~tenal that those who wished to reap 
the fullest harvests upon thiS new field, should comrnence their 
labors as speedily as possible. 

The first expedition made to the northwest coasts of America 
from the south, for tbe purpose of collecting furs, was conducted 
by James Hanna, an Englishman, who sailed in a small brig from 
Canton in April, 118;3, and arrived at Nootka Sound in August 
following. The natives of the surrounding country were in the 
beginning entirely opposed to all intercourse with the ,tr;'Il!!;l'rS, 
whom they endeavored to destroy; after a few combats, hO\\',-\'cr, 
a trade was established between the parties, and the brig n-tlmlt-d 
to Call tOil before the close of the year, with a cargo of the most 
valuable furs in place of the old iron and coarse manufactures 
which she had carried out in the spring. 

III the same \'e,1]' an a,soriatinll ofllll'rrltants, called the A'ill,! 
GeoTae's 1,,'(1/1/1;/ C'U(II/utllll, was formed in LOIHlolI for tile pro,,-­
eutio'~ of this trade, 1;\' means of vessels sent dirertly from El!g­
land to the northwest 'coasts, for which an exdllsive license was 
granted to them by the South ~"a Company; tl\l' furs there col­
lected were to be carried for sale to Canton, and from that I'Ln', 
in virtue of a special permission conceded by the East India COIII­

pany, cargoes of tea were to be brought back to L~ndon. '~his 
association immediately despatched to the north PaCific two ShipS, 
the Queen Charlotte,commanded by Captain DixolJ, ,1Ild the King 
George, by Captain Portlock, who arriv~d together in Cook's Hi\'­
er in July, lIt'li, In the course of thiS and ,the 1\\'0 followllIg 
years vessels were also sent to be employed III the fur ,trade of 
the Pacific-from Bombay and Calcutta by the East India CO,m­
pany; from Macao and Canton by various indivi,duals, Enghs,h 
and Portuguese; and from Ostend, by the Austrian East IndJa 
Company, or rather under its flag. , 

All these vessels appeared to have been owned and eqUIpped 
wholly or princip~lly by British subjects. The French m~de n,o 
commercial expeditions for the same purpose before 1790, their 
great navigator, La Perouse, however, on de,partll1g fo~, the ,last 
time from his country, in August, 1785, was ll1structed partl~u­
larly to explore those parts of the northwest coast of Amer!ca 
which had not been examined by Captain ~ook, and ?f,wh~ch 
the Russian accounts gave no idea," with the vIew o~ obt~ll1ll1g Ill­

formation relative to the fur trade~ as well, as of learmng whether 
in those unknown parts some fiver or ll1ternal sea may not be 
found communicating with Hudson's or Baffin's Bay." The 
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l~,';(; multiplicity of the affairs in .every department ?f kno~ledge, to 
which La Perouse was reqUired to attend during thIs voyage, 

.Tune 21 prevented him from devoting mor~ than three months t.o the ob-
10 jects above specIfied; and of that tlmc he passed one-thud at an-

Sept. ~1. chor in a bay named by him Port des I'ral/~(fis, near :\Iount 
Saint Elias, where he first made the land on the northwest coast 
of America. Frnm the Port des Franpis he sailed along the 
,,'estern shores of the continent and of the great islands in its vi· 
cinity, which were then supposed to be parts of the main land, 

Sep!. 16, as far :\lonterey: and tllenee, after a few days spent in making 
Sept. '21. observations and inquiries, he departed for the East Indies. 

The remarks and opinions of the gallant and accomplished 
French navigator, upon nlany subjects relative to the northwest 
eoa,(, display great s::tS-flcity, and have been since gellcrally con· 
firmed; he, however, !Il~lde no important di~coveries, and the 
whole value of tbe informatioll acquired fuy him was lost to the 
world in consequence of the delay in publishing it. The jour­
nals of his expedition did not appear ill print until 1I~17, at which 
))(;riud the Pacific coasts of North c'unerica were almost as well 
kUIl\\'ll as those nf its Atlantic side. 

I~'" The Spanish (;O\"'rllment endeavored also to secure for itself 
a portion of the adi'antages to be derived from the fur trade. 
,\!.;rct·ably to its usual policy in such cases, an agent was sent 
from :Uexictl to the western side of California, where he was 
charged to collect all the furs procurable at the different settle· 
ments, and thence to carry them for sale to Canton. The adven· 
ture, however, proved unprofitable. A few skins only, and those 
of inferior quality, could be collected in California; and ere the 
agent arri\'Cd with them in Canton, which was in the spring of 

I,Hi, 17bi, the price of fur~ had been so much lowered that scarcely 
enough could be obtained from the sale of his stock to cover the 
eXl'ell'es of its transportation. The Canton market was, indeed, 
already glutted with furs, which were, according to La Perouse, 
actually cheaper there in that year than in Kamschatka. 

The Russians were in the mean time extending their inter· 
course with the American coasts and their establishments upon 
them; e\'en 1;>efore the publication of Cook's journals, they had 
begun to avaIl themselyes of the information respecting his dis­
coverIes, wluch had been obtamed while the English ships were 
at Unalashka and Petro-Paulowsk, and an association had been 
formed among the principal fur,merchants of Eastern Russia for 

1i83 the more effectll:al conduct of their affairs. In August, 1783, 
I~~7 three vessels which had hepn equipped by this association for a 

long voyage sailed for America from Ochotsk under the direction 
of Gr~&ory Shellikof, one of the chiefs of the cOlllpany. Their 
expedltl?n lasted ~our years, during which period the shores ~f 
the contment and Islands between the southern extremity of Ali­
aska and Prince ~illiam's Sound were explored, and several col­
ollles and factones w~re. established, particularly on the large 
Island if Auk/Ilk. or KodUlk sItuated near the entrance of Cook's 
Inlet. This Shel\l~of was .~ man of great intrepidity and perse­
verance, well acquamted WIth the business in which he was en· 
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gage.d, and never troubled by any scruples with regard to the hu­
man~ty of measures after t~elr expediency had been demonstrated. 
H;e IS sald to have eX~lblted the most barbarous disposition in 
his treatment of the natives on the American coasts of whom he 
often put to death whole tribes upon the slightest p;ospect of ad­
vantage .. 

In 1788 two other vessels were sent out by this association 
under Gerassim Ismylotf, one of the traders whom Cook had 
found at Unalashka, and Demitri 1l,·I"I,;II·,·1!". They proceeded 
as far e3.Stward as .Mount San Jacinto, or ;\lount Ed:!""IIIIII" tra­
ding with the natives and taking possession of the country in the 
name of the Empress of Hllssia. 

The Russian Government bf'eallW also desirous to have a sci­
entific expedition made through these seas, for which purpose 
the Empress eng-<l7cll Captain Joseph Bil/ill!!', one of Cook's 
lieutenants, and some other English and (;enllalls, as nllie,·]"" as­
tronomers, and naturalists. These persons were S(,lIt in li~G to 
Ochotsk, where two vessels \n']"I' beiug huilt I,,]" their n,PC"·. 
The preparations were, however, conducted so sllIwlr, Iklt Hil­
lil1~'s did not get to sea until .'lay, 17~1I), IH' and his l':>rty 1,;tl"iI17 
been in the interval C"ngagl'd in exploring the northern "oasts IIf 
Siberia. An account of thc·ir expedition will be I'n·.sl'lIt,·,1 here­
;Ifter. 

The citizens of the United States of America appeared in the 
north Pacific to claim a share of the .uhalilages of the fur tmlle, 
within a short period after its COIlIIIIl~III'I'II"~llt in that quarl"r I)f 
the ocean. All the aC.COlluts hitherto published of tllPir early expe­
ditions for this purpose are udi·,·ti,·,·, alill in gPllcral"ITlIllI"OllS; 
very little information conreming 1111'111 is, illlk"d, til I,,· obtall1ed 
at the present day, and that little mnst I", in part "1111",'1,·,) from 
the jonrnals of Dritish and :3palli,h Il;l\'i:;atllrs, 111"11] whos~ st~te­
ments we cannot al\\'ays rely. From the ;111111111"111'" h"n~ Indica­
ted, <1., well as from some others more worthy of <"r",lit,t have 
been compiled the slender nnti,"" of .\ III1'TIf":l1l voyages at~d dl~­
coveries ill the l'~lI·itil', between 17.'-.,; and 17~l:J, contalllcd III thiS 
and the two next succeeding ch:lpt,·rs. 

The first \'I1\,azes from the tillite,l SUI"'S til the northwest 
I'oa,ts of .\meri;·a ~were ll1ade by the,hil' ('01/11/1(,;0, of :t!1I tnns, 
and the sloop JVashins~"lf)n, or [.11 /'/ I r"s/';W':"/Oil, of90 tilliS, u,nder 
the command respectively, of JOlil1 1\:"llIlrl"" and it"l)!'rt (,ray. 
They were fi;ted out by an association of merchants at Il,),tnn, 
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1787. and having been furnished with sea-letters from the Federal Gov­
ernl~lent, and passports from the authorities of the State of Massa­
chusetts, they sailed together from Boston on the 30th of ~"P_ 

Sept. 30. tember, 17ti7.·' 
The two vessels proceeded first to the Cape Verd Islands, 

where they obtained refreshments, and thence to the Falkland 
Islands, among which they passed a fortnight. They then doubled 
Cape Horn, and were immediately afterwards separated during a 
violent gale. The Washington, continuing her course northward, 

!,8R arrived at Nootka on the 17th of September, 1788. The Colum­
Sept. Ii. bia recein'L! some damage in the storm, in consequence ofwhlCh 
May 2!. she on the ~·!th of .\by put into the principal harbor of the Island 

of Juan Fernandez, where she was treated with hospitality by 
the Spanish commandant, Don Bias Gonzales.t The damage 
having been repaired, Captain Kendrick set sail again on the 

May 2'l. 28th, and joined the Washington before the end of September at 
Sept. Nootka Sound, where both vessels spent the winter. 

Nootka was, indeed, the place to ,vhiclt vessels sailing for the 
northwest coasts of America from the south generally directed 
their course at that time, and from which they took their depar­
ture on returning; as it appeared to offer greater facilities for ob· 
taining ,,-ater and provisions, as well as for repairs, than anyoth­
er harbor in that part of the ocean. The sound is easily entered 
and quitted with the prevailing winds, and it affords secure and 
convenient anchorage for ships of any size, particularly in a small 
bay on the northwest side, called by the natives Uquot or C1llIflti, 
and by the English Friendly OJce. Although it lies between 
the 49th and 50th parallels, and thus con-esponds in latitude with 
the mouth of the St. Lawrence, its climate appears from all ac­
counts to be much milder, and more nearly resembling that of 
Halifax in Kova Scotia, which is situated five degrees farther 
southward. The grains, fruits, and vegetables, as well as the do­
mestic fowls and quadrupeds of Englalld and the northern States 
of the American Union, thrive there and produce plentifully; the 
surrounding country is covered with the finest timber, and the 
,~aters abound in fish, and in the animals yielding the most pre­
CIOUS furs. 

The aborigines of this part of .:-l"orth America are certainly 
among the most savage and treacherous of the whole human 
far~ily; they are of a race entirely distinct from any of those 
which were found occupying the middle and eastern sections of 
the continent, and probably belong to that of the 1 "0cirIIt:k!/, 

• The owners of Ihese vessels wer. Joseph Barrell, Samuel Brown, Charles Bul· 
finch, John Darby, Cruwd Hatch, and John M Plfllard; one of whom, C. Bulfincb, 
IS stlil ,18.10) hVlO;; at Boston. Each I"e'sel took out for distribulion amon q the na· 
t I \"~". ot the p}a('~s which she mi:;ht vl;;;it , a numher ~f coins, ~truck for the bporpu.~e, 
h"~1rlllZ on ODe Sloe a ship and a ,,1· 'ur under sail with the words" Columbia a7UJ 
H I1slL'rI/~lull C011t,!"and~d by Juhn .1\.' lid I (f'/{/' and o~ the reverse, II F'iUed uul at Bo~­
ton, ~\ol{h .tl~T1~a, for ~/,e POe/Jic Orr'(lfl by" -encircling the names of the propn­
etors. A fae,slmlle of tim medal WIll be lound on the map. . 

t TillS ()ffi~ercrwas Soon .'=ln~r.deprived C?~ his cr:mm:tnd and arrested, by hi~ ~U~~fJ­
or, the eaptam ~eneral 01 ChIll, for thus (.tIsobeym;( the law of the Inrties probibltlDg 
the entrance of fvrelgners under any pretext into the American duminions of Spain. 
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inl~abiting the northernmost regions of Asia. These barbarians 
eVll1ced, at first, th~ utmost hostility to the fur-traders; they, 
however, soon acqUired ~- taste for blankets kniyes an([ other 
foreign articles, to gratify which they became 'willing ~ot only to 
tolerate the presence of the strangers, but also to hunt fish cut 
wood, an.d labor f~r t~elll in_ various other ways. " 

The kll1g, or pnnclpal chief, of the tribes residinO" in the vicin­
ity. of No~tka SOl!nd at . .that p~riod, \I'a" named Jlr,~uilll'(f or :lIrl­
qu~lla j hIs relatlOn n U'CUilliIS;' ruled over the eli,!ri!"t" next ad­
joilling on the southeast, and bordering upon the Bar' of ('/!!,)_ 
quot or Port ('ox, and Nittinat or Berkley SUlllld. TI)(,y were 
both courageous, artful, and ferocious "a\-age" as was amply d,,­
monstrated by their many a('ls of blood allli [J(~rfidy ;l~:Jinst each 
other, and against the foreigners who frequented their territories. 

From Nootka, tlte shores of the continent, and those of the 
western sides of the outermost great islands in its vicinit)", WI re 
explored by the English and American fur-traders northward as 
far as Cook's River, and southward nearly to Cape :JII'llIj, ... ino. 
The vessels thus employed were in general commanded by ex­
perienced and intelligent Illariner", well acquainted with the ,,·i­
ence of navigation, and provided with the best instruments C'r 
ascertaining geographical POSiliulIs; and it bcillg lIlaleri,,1 for !',wh, 
in order to obtain a cargo of furs speedily and "he,'1,J)" to find ~.s 
many places as possible which had not been I'rcl'iuu"ly visited 
by the others, a great deal of tolerably pre"i,,, ildi)nll~lti,," relati\-e 
to these coasts was collccted during the fil'!' )","1'" ill1ll1ediately 
following the coml1lf'ncement of the tradc. '('hi., illl~)rmatiou \I-"~. 
indeed, in most cases, kept secret by those \\"!tll had a"'l'IlJ'('rl It; 
infcl"']WII"'_'s of "harts and notes, 11<1\1'1'1'1'1', ,,r"',,.,io,,,dl)" to(,k 
pia"c alll~"'ng Ihe\1l, au_d at length, in tl~e ,'our, ... of 17s',1 ,11111179'3, 
"lIllll'kte narratives ot thrce commcrclal expedIllons to tilt' unrlll 
Par'i1ic were published in London by those \\"ho had respectn'ply 
commanded in them. ' These works are all tediOUS, on account 
of the minuteness of the details of personal and tridin;; lilatt",." 
and the statements are often erronpous or !Cd,,;; tl"'),, hllll"t'I-,'r, 
afford the means of tracing with slIlli"ielll exactne&s till' pW2'r,."s 
of discovery, and what may be called tlte his/',!'!!.of the north­
western portion of Amcrica, within the ahoH;IllclllJOned ])('I'I"'\. 

It will be proper here to gin' a sketch.c:f some of thelllt1st re­
markable rli"'ol'Pl'i(" etfectl;d by the BntIsh and _\llll'rIt';tn fur-
traders between 17,S.; and IT~10. .. 

In the summer of ITST Captain Berkely, in the slllp Iml)(.'n~,] 
Ea:,;le, from Ostend, while examiuing the coast southea~t lr";'1 
~()lIlk:t, entered a broad arm of the sea,t between the .1:-tll and 
;~llil degrees of latitude, whidI_ apl~eared tn peney'ate .th? AllIe.r­
ican continent in an easterly directIOn; and as It corresj)olllled 
almost e:\a~tlr with the mouth of the l'",sag" throngh wlucil the 

• Portlock, nixnrJ, .1nd i\ff':1;'(', The narrath'c oflhe last memioned r~r~IJn ,<:1 
be fr('qllt'Tlt\~' rt-'lcrft'd to in tli!' sequel. h ti"'''" 

t fI !~ ~IW!:1 lar ! h:Jl this JlJ1lh I!':ant d j...,clirci r :-l!ulll,1 have been made under t e "~ 
of Au~lria. -

1785 
to 

li90. 

li)o\/. 



[ 174] 92 

1787. 

1788. 

May. 
July. 

Greek pilot, Juan de Fuca, declared that he had sailed into the 
Atlantic in 1.;0:~, it immediately received the name of the Simit 
oj Fuca. Berkely did I!ot, howeve:, explore it. to any considerable 
distance from the Pacific. Captam Meares m 1788 sent one of 
his mates in a boat up the passage, who reported, on returning, 
that he "had sailed thirty leagues in it from the sea, and that it 
w:\:; there about fifteen leagues broad, with a clear horizon stretch· 
ing to the east about fifteen leagues filfther:" ~aptaill Gray, in 
tra, "\Ya,hington, in 17~9, proceeded fifty miles 11l the same pas. 
saze, and filUlld it nowhere more than five leagues in width. An 
exacrcrerated account of this part of Gray's voyage was carried to 
Eu~pe by jleares in 1790, and it contributed materially to in· 
duce thc Governments of Spain and England to order those ex· 
l,,·t\itiuns, which were so successfully conducted during the 
t]'1"' '(' to\lo\ving y(,~\fS by the navigators of each nation. It was 
said that the Washington had sailed through the strait into an 
interior sea, from which she passed again into the Pacific about 
the 56th d('Sl"I't' of latitude. The account that such a voyage 
hJ.d been llla,le was incorrect; but Captain (;ray collected infor· 
mation from the lJ:1li n's of the coasts, which left no doubt on his 
mind that the passage communicated, northward of Nootka, with 
the Pacific, by an opellin; to which he had in the summer of 
17"9 gil'Cll the naill" of Pintard's Sound, but which is now gen· 
erally called Queen Charlotte's Sonnd. This opinion was veri· 
fied in 17\)~ lJ\' YalLl"Olll'pr, and Galiano and Valdes. 

""bout the tIme of Ill<' discoyery, or rather the re.discovery, of 
t:l~ Str:tit of Fur':', Captain Dixon, of the Queen Charlotte, from 
Lonc\'lll, r·lw'pl\·"tl that the land which had been seen by the 
~l':tlli"t'tl..; in 177 I and 177!), between thc ;ilst and the ,,)4Ih par· 
gil"ls of latitude, \I'as separated from tlJ(' American continent by 
sea, and hI' aCI'nnlill!:jlr bestowed upon it the name of Queen 
(,h!ldot/",s J'/.'Iwl. This suppositioll was confirmed in the sum· 
mer of 178'.1, first hy C:lptain Gray of the "T:tshington, and after· 
wards by C"l'liilJ D"ll::ia" of the Iphigenia, who separately cir· 
cumnayig~te(l the isi:111'1. Gray, believiJlg himself to be the origi. 
nal 1\ISCI!\'ereT of the territory, called it lj'ushiw.,:·(rJl/'S ls.'e j under 
which appellation, as well as the otl (I']" and lll<)l'" common one, it 
will be found laid down on the map :H'I"lllpalJ)'lllg this memoir, 
I:t the same summer a group of small i,I:'lIlj,; were t;'Ull'l near the 
continent, between it and the eastern side of Queen Charlotte's 
I ,l.lli~l) by Captain Dun?an, of the Princess Royal, from l."lJrlnlt, 
who 111 lIke manner applied to them the name ofllis vessel; Fleu· 
rieu considers them as the same which were seen in 17S6 by La 
Perouse, and were called by him [,-f"S de P/p urif' u. 

The discovery of these i:,;lands, together with other circum· 
stan~es, led to the suspicion that the whole of the territories ex· 
tend 109 on the I':l'"ific, between the Strait of Fuca and the vi, 
cinity of Mount :3:tint Elias, which had previously been consid· 
ered as pa:ts of the American continent, might be really a col· 
lectlon of Islands; and, as this suspicion gained strength, the 
old accoun.t of the "oyage of Admiral Fonte to the Atlantic be· 
gan to receive some credit. The islands and reputed island!! in 
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que.stion were supposed to be the Arcldpelago of San Lazaro, 17,', 
which were described in that account as situated near the 53d 
degree of latitude; and this apparent confirmation of a part of the 
story gave encouragement for th~ hope that the Rio de los Reyes, 
and the other waters through which the Adillir,d was said to have 
sailed on his way to the Atlantic, in 1640 would also be found. 

At this peri.od, moreover, an attempt ;vas made by Captain Jul)'. 
John Meares, 111 the Felice, from :'Ii:wau to discover a harbor or 
riv~r, wh.ich was represented on the ~pdnish maps as comrnuni­
catlllg wah the Pacific near the 4lith degree of latitude, immedi­
ately south of a cape called :;1111 HI) IIII!. This opening had been 
first seen by Bruno H""ua III "\U[.(llot, 1 ii.), and was called on 
the maps Entrada de 1/1'I'{'tfl, or Hiliml/ll d" _.JSrU/CiIJII, and in 
some instaJ~ces Rio. de ,','Il/l Roque. The account gi \'Cll by 
Meares of his search IS \\'I ,rtlly of particular attention. 

i\kan's sal'S tllat he discovered a headland in the latitude of 
·W degrees 17 minutes, which he called ('lIj)I' SllIia/ltlltl " j sail-
ing thence along the coast, towards the south, "an high bluff 
promontory Llln! off llS southeast' at the di"t~lllce of only t;,lll' .TII!:-' c. 
leagues, for which we steered to dOllble, \\'ith the hope tll:lt be­
tween it and Cape Sho:lllV:lter we should find some ~()rt of har-
bor. \\-e llU\\' discovered distant land beyond this I'rlliliolltory, 
and we pleased ()llrs<;[\'(!, with the e',],e('tatinn of its r",ill~ Cape 
Saint Roc of the Spani:lrds, near wllil'll tlll'y are said to haw 
fimnd :l gllO:] port. By half-past e!e\'Cll we uoublcd this I:~I]W at 
the distance of three miles, kl\·jIll!; a clear <lll,l 1"'r1el'( \j,·w "f (I If' 
shore in every F,n, on which \V,: did not discern a h\'ing crea-
ture, or the least tntl:e ,,[ habitable life. "\ 1'!'I>C\i8:11lIlS l'"s!<'rly 
swell rolled on t:18 shore, and the ")l1lltlin!,;, gradlwllr '[CI'l"'"s<,d 
from forty to si:-.:t"I·11 f;ltllOms """r a hal'll S;IIJ(ly l)(d('HII. :\fter 
we had rounded the promontory, a large b~,y, as we had lllwglllecl, 
"l,elled til onr "iew, that hill'(' a \'ery l,rllllli.,ilig ~'1'I)I'~lr~Ulcl', and 
into which we ~l,·,'r,'d with every l'lll::'ur~igllJc; (':\p('I.·(~lll"I1. 

<. The high land that formed the b"llllih'i,'s of tl,,· )"'y was at Jul)' 7. 
a areat ,jj"lalwe, and a flat kn,II'lllilltl'y")""llldl'll the mtervenmg 
sp~ce; the bay itself took rather a \\"'sterly dir,·ctillll. .b we 
steered ill, I:", waler shoaled t;, 11I1H', eIght, and SCH:I1 fath~ms, 
\\'lren breakers were s:'ell from tiIe deck right ahead, aud from 
the mast-Ilt';ul they were obselTed to extend across the ?ay; we, 
therefi)re, hauled out, aml directed onr I'ours,' t" the opposite shore, 
to see if there was any :'I::lllUC'I, or If we could cll"'OH'l' auy port. 

"The name IIf ClipI' Disappoi/ltllleJd was ;':1\"'/1 to til<' I,rlllllllll­
tory, alld the bay obtained the ~itl~ o~ DI 1'I1,liulI Ray .. l!r '~:,11,~~ 
different meridian ohsen'alion, 11 lIes III the Lilltlll1e of :11~ tI, -,IC(S 
It) miuutes 1I0rth, and in the ".(}llll'utl',llougltnde of ~.).) dc~rees 
34 minutes C:IS!. J! ',. ('(/1/ /lUll' {('itlt :M/; /1/ (/SSI'J't t~wt theJ/' /s .111) 

such rirl'r liS that of Sai"t Roc ('fists, ali /(1/1/ (I,,!tlt Ul the .spall/sit 
I·/",r/S." • 

This assertion, though somewhat nngrallllllatlcally expressed, 
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l~~~. is yet sufficiently clear. and explicit. Captain Meares was con. 
vinced by his obser~atlOns th~t no great stream. entered the Pa. 
cific from the AmerIcan contment near the latItude and places 
described by him. How far this conclusion was correct will be 
shown hereafter. 

In addition III the dis('o\'C'rics and examinations here specified, 
the British and American fur· traders, during the period between 
171'.; and 1790, explored many other parts of theAmerican coast 
which had been Sl'ell by the Spaniards or by (,,,"k, and made 
numerous corrections in the charts of those navigators; much, 
however, remained III be done in that way before the western 
shores of the continent could be accurately known, as may be 
seen by merely ('1l1llIKtrillg the charts and accounts of Portlock 
and .'\Iran's with those "f rall"ol1Yer published in 17!17. 

The fur trade between the northwest coasts of Americ:t and 
Canton was, for some years after ils establishment, upon the 
whole, less profitable than had been anticipated, in consequence 
doubtless of the difficulty of forming new channels of commer· 
cial communication in China. 'Vhilst the market at Call1llllwas 
overstocked with those articles, they were in great demand in the 
northern parts of the empire, whir\t continued to be, as formerly, 
supplied directly from Russia. The first adYenture of the citizens 
of the Unitc'] States in this trade was ('Iltirel)" unprofitable. The 
skins collected by the Columbia and I','a,liillgton during the 
summer of 17'''~1 did not exceed in number eight hundred; they 
were carried in the autumn of that year to Canton, by Captain 
liray in the Columbia, (Kendrick remaining on the coast in the "r ashington,) and were there exchanged for le~IS to the "alne of 
about sixty th,)usalltl dollars, with which the ship arrived, by 
way of the Cape of Good Hopc, at Boston, on the 9th of Angn'l, 
1790. The 1'1"< wel,(b of the sale of the t(,~lS did not cover the ex· 
penses of the outfit and yoyage, and some of the owners, in con· 
sequence, sold out their shares; the others, however, determined 
to persevere, and the Columbia ,,'as accordingly soon after sent 
back to the Pacific. 

It would be improper to omit to notice here the attempt made in 
17S~ by John Ledyard, a native of Connecticut, to traverse the 
northern portion of the .\merican continent. J .,,(lyard had accom· 
panied Cook, ill the capacity of sergeant of m<lrines, in the last voy· 
age made by that navigator; and, after its conclusion, hI' went to 
Paris in ord,'r to obtain the means of engao-ing in the fur trade of 
the north Pacific. Failing in that object h~ undertook at the ,liZ· 

gestion of :\Ir. Jefferson, then .\Iinister Plenipotentiary'of the rl<~i· 
ted. States III France, to make the attempt ab(we mentioned, for 
whIch purpose it was arranged that he should go by land to Ram· 
schatka, thence by .sea to :\"o"tk.l, or some other place on the no~th· 
west coast of Amenca, and thence aer()ss the continent to the llli' 
ted States. With this view, permission \\'a" obtaineu by :\Ir. Jef. 
ferso,n .from the Empress of Russia for Ledyard to pass through her 
dommlOl:ls ;~.nd, thus protected, he ad ,'anced on his way as far as 
Irkutsk I~ :-;ll'~rIa. lIear Ochotsk, where he expected to embark 
for AmerIca. At tlcat place, ho\n~\·cr, he was anested by order of 
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the Empress on the 24th of February, 1788, and, having been put 17S8. 
into an open carriage, he was thence conveyed, without being 
allowed to stop, to the frontiers of Poland, where he was liberated 
with a warning not again to enter the Russian territory. On the 
15th of November following he died at Cairo, just as he was pre­
paring to set out Oil a journey in search of the source of the 
river Nile. 

In the latter part of the period to which the present chapter 
relates, events occurred upon the northwest side of America, 
which rendered those territories for the first time the subject of 
dispute between the Governments of EIlJ""l'(·an nations. The 
seizure of two British tra1jill!!: H'SSC]S by a :-;l'~lIIi';]1 commandant 
at Nootka, in the spring of 17,';;~1, was near occasioning a general 
war in Europe; alld the storm was only an'rtc,j by the abandon­
ment on the part of Spain of her claims to the exclusive naviga­
tion of the Pacific, and to the possession of the unoccupied terri­
tories of America bordering upon that ocean. The circumstances 
connected with I this dispute will be detailed in the ensuing 
chapter. . 
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CIl,\}'TER VI. 

Jealousy and alarm of the Spanish Government at the proceedings of the fun, •. 
ders in the north Pacific-Voyage of ob"ervatlOn by Martmez "nd Harn In 1'i88-
ReIl10n,trance' of the Court 01 Madrid to that of St Pete"bur!(h-Voyageso( 
:;\Ie:lrt's alld rldnett-Occup<1tion of ~-\Ill!k;), ann ::;ejzureofve~sels at thatplace 
hy the :--:rnni:ll'lh III I i,"'~)-Ui"PIJtl' between GI ~al .Britain and bpain ended by a 
treaty hel ween llil)"(' Puwer..; rel;l! '\'t' to the naVJgatIOn of the PacIfic and the pas­
~t'S~iOn of the vacant coasts 01 Arne} ica. 

THE movements of the fur-traders in the north Pacific were 
from the beginning regarded with uneasiness by the Spanish 
Government. The establishment of foreigners upon the coasts of 
that ocean adjacent to ;\Iexic0, the evil S0 long dreaded at Madrid, 
appeared imminent; and there were no means which could with 
prudence be employed to arrest it. Remonstrances upon such 
points, addressed to the Courts of London alld St. Petersburgh, 
would lllost probably be unavailing, while any attempt to enforce 
the exdnsi\'e regulations upon the coasts might in volve Spain 
in wars \I,ltirh it was then material to avoid. Under such cir­
CUlllSWUCCS. all that could be done for the time was to watch the 
progress of the l'\'il, in order that the most proper measures mizht 
be adopted for counteracting it, whenever opportunities, should 
occur. 

I ~" In consequence of instructions to this effect, the Yiceroyof 
!llarch ,'<, j\J,:xieo despatched from ~al! Bias, in the spring of 1788, two 

armed \-essels, the Prillcesa and the San Carlos, under the com­
mand of Estevan JII'& :\brtlllez, who was ordered to examine the 
northwest coasts of the continent, and to procure as accurate in­
formation as possible with regard to the views of the Russians 
and other ft)reigners in that quarter. These vessels sailed direct 
for Prince ,rilliam's Sound, where they arrived in the latter part 
of :\i:Jr. and were received with civility by the superintendents of 
the nllssi~lIl Tradino; c.,tllpany's establishments. The summer 
was passed hy :\lartitl"z in visiting the different factories and forts 
of that assllc iati'ln on the contInent, and islands between the 

Dec, J. 
sound and t'l!~dasltka; and the ne\I', of his vessels beginning to 
suffer fi'om scun-y as the cold season approached, he returned, by 
way of ~'[onterey, to Sal! Bias, without having seen any other 
parts of the Horth west coast. 

According to the report'll< addressed to the Viceroy of Mexico 

• Of thi' report, Humboldt ,ap: "I found in the orchil'e, "f the Viceroyalty uf 
}\]fXJ('U .a 1.arge volume in folio, bearin~ the title uf Rccnnocimienlo de los iJ1lill10 

Es/ableClmzentos Rusos al norte de ltt Ctlil/ornia, heclw en IjH,.,,:, The historical ac· 
count of the voyag~ of i\Iartinez ~untalllt'J.in ,thi.., manuscript furnIshes, hO'«Evrr, 
very few, data relatIve 10 the RllSSl3.D colonIes In the new contment. As no pers.on 
among hIS crew undefstoo~ " word of the Russian language, they could onty cum· 
munICate WIth the people of that natiom by signs." 
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by :lIarlIII CZ, the Russian establishments in America ,,"em four in 
number~ all of them situated west of l'rIlWI' \Yillia:lI's S<lllnrl; 
and theu populatIOn, including ,,,ldirT' and hunters, amounted 
to four hundred. Beyo~d (lhM is, f'a<t"-:lfIl of t.he sound) they 
had not advanced; but It W:\8 understoon. that a Jar!!f' filfce was 
about to be sent from Asi;J,Jor the jllHI"ISf' of o0('nprill S" "'H>tl.:a 
S~und III the name ofthf' LIIl)!I''''' of I: 11 "SI;I .. Till' l:ttt"r I,an of 
thiS account doubtless b<;>re rd,>r"I]'" to the expedition of [.11'\'-

10Jf and Betschareff, whIch "'CI' commenced in the S11II1I::(>r 'of 
that year. 

lljJll11 reeeiving this infimnation of the intentions of the ~tm­
sia~s. with regar~ to i'i,ll>1kCl. the \il'l.'rll)" "f :lIf'xi,'o determined to ,. 
antIcIpate them, If possible, hy immediCltely taking l'".s"'"i"l1 of 
the plaee for hIS own Sn'-'.'rci711. \\"ith this "iCII' he ordered .\br­
tinez to sail thither, with his \-esscis well armed and mCllmed 
and to oecupy and defend the souud a~ a part of his ('ill"r1i,: 
:l1a.l"'tr's dominions; in ease any British or Hlh.'Llil 1"1"scls 
Sllilltld present til"llls"jH's tlli'rc, tllc)" wcre to 1)(> treated \I'ith ('i­
vility and friendship, but tllt'ir rOJIJIIt:llll1"rs were at the same 
time to be informed of the establishment of the ~I':Illish authority 
over the territOIY.· 'Vith tlle.se ill.stnwlillllS, :lbrlillez quitted 
San Bias in February, l'i~I), and arrived CIt l\llIllb on the 6th of 
May following. 

The report coneernillg the P]"I'j""tl'd seizure of,\"lIntl;a by the 
nlls~i:lll.s was at the same time commllnieated by the 'il"'n,l' In 
his (;1I\'crl1lnent, and it W:lS t""'I"'IIl"III determined at :lbdrid I"at 
a memorialt should be ;t,ldl"l'."l'd 10 the 1':lIIpr"ss of Rlls,ia, re­
lllonstratill;;- against the cllcrll:w l :llIl'lIt, of her ~llhj""t, npon tlJ(> 
Iprritoril'.s nf his CCltitlllie ~bj(>sl\'. It is to he' rClIlarked, that in 
this memorial ]>I'il"'''' II 'illi(lI!; 's f<"UfllI.' is ((S81[ (11((1 os the Ii ((( it 1(1'­
tl/"f'PI/ the dominiolls of' the t(m ,";'I'Uli<;'118; tire/irs! ilfstIIlU'(' IIr fllf 
fl(/,lfis"irJ/l b!l tl.e '''~iJ((;lislr (;"JI"f'riffllf'lft (!( tite rif!,"/d or ((flY other 
Polter to occuP!I 0 part or .:"I('/'ico bordering UpOIl tlte l'ffI·ifil'. 
The Empress of Russia answered, that orders had been aln'ally 
given to her subjects to llIake no settlements I~l places beionglllg 
to other nations, and if those orders hCld been vIOlated wIth regard 
to Spanish America, she hoped his Oatholic "blpsty would arrest 
the eneroachments in a friendly manner. \\0 It" I"IS :JlIswcr, 
which was lIlore conrtenus than sjJI',:ific, the ;-O;p:lIlis" mllllS­
ter profe&sed himself content; observing, however, that "~I':lill 
eould not be responsible for what her officers mIght do at I'la("I'-' 
so distant while thl'\, were acting under general orders nnt to 
allow any'settlements tn be made by other nations Oil the Span-
ish American eontinellt." . 

While this Ilq,lillllatil' eorrespondence was passmg betwe.en the 
Courts of :\ladrid aile! :-;t. Petersburgh, events were occurrIng on 

... For the in:-;trllctilllJ<'; g'lven to Martinez, s~e Ihl~ Intrndncti~~ to the ~f1.rrati~e of 
the Vuyage of lhe ::)\\l1l anu l\ll'x;c;::;u..I., wluch may be con~Hlered a::- an otficJal 

work.: h 'al ad lressed by the Court of Spain to that of Great Britain on t ,'1'0 t e memllfl I, . 'h a 294 
.he 13,1, of June, 1i90, in the London Annual Reg!sler .or t at year, paoe • 



[ 174 ] 98 

17F~ the northwest coast of America, from which the most material 
consequences resulted. These events IWH' been variously rep. 
resented, or rather misrepresented, by the historians· to whom we 
usually look for information respecting them. It may, indeed, be 
asserted, without fear of disproof, that in all the accounts hitherto 
published of the immediate causes of the controversy between 
Great Britain and Spain in 1790, relative to the navigation of the 
Pacific and Southern Oceans, and the unoccupied portions of 
America horclf'rillg upon those seas, the most important circum. 
stances are c"hil,ili'd ill a form and light entirely different from 
those which would be produced by a full and impartial review of 
the evidences. 

With the object of endeavoring to correct these errors, a narra· 
tive of the events above mentioned will here be presented, drawn 
entirely from the original sources of information. t Many of the 

... VIZ: Bi:--selt's COnlinuation of Hume and Sm(,Jku j Belsham's History of Great 
Britain j \Vade\. Chron,,-Jiogical Hl .... tury of England i the Hls/ory uf Spain aDd Por~ 
lll~al, by HI1~k, pl,hli~hed under lhe dIrectIOn of the Society 14)[ tile Diflusion of Use-
1111 K[luwll .. d~c; the Intruduction to the Narrative of the Voyage of the Sutil and 
MexJ('ana i IIH: Hl"tUI \" of Maritime and Inland Adven1ure and Discovery, f(irm­
lll:o! part (It" Larlln! r\ ·EIJ(:~·dc.prerlia· Brenton's Nav;}l History of Great Britainj 
Gltl0rd':s Lilt: ut \\T dltalll 1--'Ut; &c. Tbe accouDts of the:se Brili~h writers have been 
generally admitted and :stated a .... correct in [he reports respecting the northwest 
coast, presenten by commltlees to the Congress of the United 8tatesj and DO at· 
tempt ,eems to have been made to ("ontrovert or questwn them in the course of any 
negotialions between the United States and Great Britalll. 

t These sources of information are: 
1. Journal of Vo)"a;;es in the Pacific Ocean in 17~,~ and li89, by John illearC'. 
In the AppendiX to the Journal of :\Ieares is the 
II. Memorial adrlresseclto the House of CUlIlllwns of Great Britain on Ibe 13th of 

May, I i~(l, by Jahn ilIe",es, in behalf of the ownel s of certain ve"e\s seized at Nootka 
Sound in li~!1 by tire Spani,h commandant Martinez, praying thaI meru;ures might 
be taken to obtam indl:'mnific:ation for those los:-.es, as :11:-;0 for the seizure of certain 
lan~s and house~ on the Ilorthwest coast uf America, claimed by the petitioners as 
tlrelf property. An at,<ract uf this memorial, carefull!1 composed so as exc\urle all 
(;}rcumstances whIch nll~ht weal-.-!'!} llle claim.", of the petitioners, may be foundla 
the A~nl1al Register for 1",;0~), page '1·~7. Thejour?wl orthe voyages ofMeareSre· 
1ales,1Il part, to the Cll"r'Ullblance.s which furm the subject cfthe mernorialj on com· 
paring the two, it will be found that they are frequently at variance. . 

111. Account (If Voyaf(es In the Pacific, matle betwem li911 and li94 by Capt.In 
George Vancouver of the Brili~h navy, who had been :sent by his Government.to 
explore Ihat "cean, alld .bo to .uptrintend the delivery by the Spanish authOrItIes 
of certain territories at and near NONka Sound, in VIrtl1e of the treaty of Oct()o 
ber,li!IIJ. 

IY. AccounL ofa Vaya;e in the Pacific, mad. in 1793 and 1794 by CaplILin James 
Co!netl. The only rarts of this wurk relaling to the affairs in question are the In· 
tro~uction and a noLe at I"l~e 9G . 
. V. The lrllr"dll.dion hr N,1\T::urete I') Ihp \'"Hrative of ,he Voyages of the Span~ 
Ish Schooners "," 11 and Mexlcana in 17~I l-'~; which is here cited only to show that 
it has been consulred, 

In additi"n to rhe abovementioned printed works, i5 Ihe following, as yet unpub­
lished: 

VI, Leller wrillen at Nootka Sound in August, 17n, by Joseph In~raham, mas· 
ter oi thl? American merc'hant brig Hope, and ~igll,'d hv him~e1f and Rubert Gray, 
m:}~ler of the Ship Coll1mbia, respecting the en~nh 8.[ ~ooLka in I-:-"'~I, of which one 
or bo'h of them were \VitneAAes i it was written in compliance with a request from 
Don Juan Francisco de la Bodega y Quadra, the Sranish commandant at Nootka, 
by whom a copy of it w" tlelivererllO Vanconvpr. In the first volume of the Nar· 
rat.l\'e of Vancuuver, page 3:-::'9, 1118.\, be found 3. :'\·I)op ... i:-; of this leiter, in which the 
eVidence of the Ameri(?lns I~ carefully garbled tej ~nit the purposes uf the British 
commander. A copy "I the leller in full extracled from the orjainal Journal ofln· 
graham, is given In tire appendix [D 1 t~ this memoir. b 
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~etails may at first appear trifling and unworthy of note; it is be­
!Iev.ed, however, that none have been introduced which are not 
lfoidlspensable for the attainment of the end proposed, while no 
clrcums~ances have be~n omitted which might, if related have 
led to different Co~cluslOns. This narrativc must be pr~ceded 
by some observat~ons and statements, which are necessary in 
order that proper Judgments may be formed upon the circum­
stances_ 
. In the first plaec, It is certain,that, UI/(II"I' tIll' flJ"rim! riftbe 8p ff1l' 

1sh ('OIlIIiUllu(cr Jl,,~·tllll'::; al.\"otk", III J/"y, 17tl~l, 1/0 settlelll/'lIt, 
factory, or r;oll/IIIU'I'/f/l fir IIlllltfiry ~st{({'/iS/IiJ/(lit II"h"tsoet"fr had 
b~enfoullded or even (Ittell/ptN/; and /10 juri.w/ictioll hw/ UI'CII 'e.rer­
clsed by ~he SUOjN'~S or {futj,orit i"s (1 "".'/ ;'iri!i::lf/IIIII ifJII ill any part 
of _11/11'/"/('(/ borderw,g lljJfJll tIll F"ri/i!", Ol-{II"I(,II Fort S'III Prul/I'i;.;("() 
fillf/ !)rim'e n'il1if//il's .\',,/ii/rl. The Sl'allianls, the British, tlip 
RUSSians, and the French had landed at vnrill\l" place~ on these 
coasts, where they had displayed flags and ej"(~I·ted I'W"", and 
monuments in token of the claims of their re'J>t":tin, 'I)n'n'i~ll' 
til the surrounding territories; but such acts art', and \\"('n' tl~'·lI. 
g.enerally regarded as itll,' I'Cl"ellHillil:s, sl'<:lnillg no dl"lTtlial 
fights to those who engaged in them. :\or dOl"' it appc:ll" that 
any portion of the soil within these limits had becomc the prop­
erty of a foreigner, l!otwithstanding that the llriti,1I (,on-nlllll'ut 
did in 17~IU demand, and Spain engaged by treaty to restorc, sc\"­
eral pieces of land and buildings in the vicinity of ;'\notka :-;"tllld, 
which were claimed as belonging to John '1ll'arl's and other Brit­
ish subjects at the time of the occupation of that place by the 
forces of his Catholic :\1aJl'sty. Although thi, demand was thus 
formally urged and ~lIltllitt<·d, many Cirl"tlllls[<IIJI'eS, ",hiI'll \\'ill be 
related in the sequel, combine to prove (""lid lIsi \"1:1)' that it \I'a~ 
entirely destitute of foundation. 

The right of sovereignty over this vast region was claimed by 
the King of Spain, and 110 other Power had fonnaIlY"(lllt,'stl'd 
his pretensions, notwithstanding the Ru:;,i~llJ.' \\"ere advancing 
upon the conti.nent in the north, and the Ilritish ministry.had, it is 
said, a short tnne preVIOusly dehberated UpOI! the questIOn whe­
ther ;"ICI\' Albion or New Holland should be sl'lel'[l'd for tlIt' es­
tablishment of their contemplated penal colony. That the :-;I'all­
iards were the first discoverers of the W("t coasts of :\II!l'f1I:a as 
far north as the 5tlth degrce oflatitude, with the excpption of the 
small portion near the 50th parallel s~en ?y th~ Rmsians ill 17,11, 
has been already demonstrated; the lact IS as llHhsputable as that 
the Portno-uese discovered the south coasts of .\tnca. To assume 
that Spail~ thereby acquired the right of excluding all other na­
tions from these coasts, whether her subjects settl.ed on them or 
not would be absurd; but it would, at the same tillie, be unjust 
to deny that her title to occupy them was be,tler than that of any 
other nation, not only III virtue ofpnonty ot dls,'o\·ery,.but also 
from their continuity with her own undoubted po~sess!Ons. It 
is unnecessary to indicate the various modes 11.1 whIch ~h.ls oe.Uer 
T'ry-Iit mio-ht have been cXI'!"I'i,ed by Spain. WIthout glVll1g just 
c~lse of ~Ol1lplaint to othcr Powers; the object of these observa-

1789. 
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tions beinO' merely to shnw that her occupation of Nootka in 1789 
was, per '~'" conformable with justice, aud with the recognised 
principles of national law. 

In order to presPI1t a satisfactory view of the event~ attending 
that occnjlGtilll1, the account must comme]]cf' from the month of 
January, 1IS~, "'hen two H's~els, the "l,ti,'" and the Jphi[!Cllill, 
saiirl\ from ~Jaran.· for th,., llnrthwf'~t coast of America, to tie em. 
ployed in the fur trade, under the direction of John :\Tr~lfcs, a lieu· 
tenuntin the British navy, then on half· pay, who ",entin the Felice. 
The Iphigenia also carried a British subject,Wiliiam Douglas, as 
sllpercar;ll; both Yessels, hnwen'r, were commanded by Portu· 
guese, tltey were both furnished with Portuguese passports and 
other papers, showing them to be the property of Juan Cavallo, a 
Pnrtuguese merchant of :'tIarao, and tltey quitted that place under 
the flag of PortllgGI. The instructionst for the conduct of the 
voyage were written in the Portuguese language, and contained 
nothing "II' hatsoeyer calculated to afford a suspicion that any other 
than Portuguese ~nhj('('(s ",ere (·Ilg:lg,·d in the enterprise. These 
instrnctio1}s conclude with the fi,lln',I'illg injunction to the com· 
manders of the vessels: ","hould Y"u meet with any Russian, 
English, or Spanish vessels, you ",ill treat them with civility, 
and allow them, if th'_'»' are authorized, to examine your papers; 
should they, however, attempt to seize you, or to carry you out of 
your way, you will prevent it by every means in your power, and 
repel foree by force. In CGse you should in snch conflict have 
the superiority, you will take possession of the vessel that at· 
tacked ynn, as also of her cargo, and bring both, with the officers 
and crew, to China, that they lllay be condemned as legal prizes, 
and the crew punished as pirates.-' 

Notwithstanding all these evidences of ownership and national 
eharacter, it is asserted by l\Ir. Meares, in the memorial addressed 
by him to the British Government in 1790, that the Felice and 
the Iphigenia were actually and bill/II fitle British property, em· 
ployed in the service of British subjects only; that Cavallo had 
no concern or interest in them, his name being merely used for 
the purpose of obtaining permission from the Governor of Macao 
to navigate under the Portuguese flag, and thus to evade the ex· 
cessive port charges demanded by the Chinese from all other Eu­
ropean nations; and that ~,Ie"rs. illearcs and DOUl!las were real· 
ly the commanders of the vessels, instead of the t\~O Portuguese 
who appeared as such in their papers. These assertions may 
have been, at least in part, tme; but the documents attached by 
~eares to his memorial amply prove that the deception was con· 
tmued at Xootka, where there "\\'ere no Chinese authorities, al· 
though no hint is given, in his aceount of the voyages of the ves· 

.' Macao i< situaled on the southern extremity of an island near the mouth of the 
River Tygfls in Chma, about sixty mIl,·, bel"w Canton. It was granted to the Por­
tugue'e by lhe Emperor of China in j51~, and has evcr since remained in theirpo5:' 
ses~lOu. although the Chinese Government exerCIses considerable conu:ol. over &!l 
thelr proceedlDgs. 

t Appendix, No, 1, to Meares's Account of his Voyage to Ibe Pacific. 



101 [ 174 ] 

se:~,. that e~ther of .them wa~, or ever appeared to be, other than li88. 
Bntlsh. ~reater discrepancies, positive as well as Ile£:ltin', be· 
tween the.70un.zal and the memorirr/, remain to btl noticed. 

The truth with regard to the vessels probably \\':lS, that they 
were actually. and OrJII(/./ir/,' I'llrtllQ"llPSC property, though some of 
the persons ~n whose. servICe they were then employed might 
have been BntIsh subjects. The Portuguese flag at that time of­
f~red peculIar advantages for the prosecution of the fur trade be­
Sides the freedom from theport ('liar!!C's of the Chiil""'; fdr no 
BntIsh vessel could engage III the hllSilll'" without becominO' li­
able to confiscation, except those of the Kill~ (3e()r~c's So~nd 
Company, which had obtamed a privilege to that .. jr,~"t from the 
South Sea Company of London. The instructions to the com­
manders?f the Felice and the Iphigcllia, to seize and hrill~ to ~Ia­
cao fo~ tnal .any EJt~1is" /'rssds wliidl lllight attempt to ill(f'rrupt 
them III their \'IIY"c;", were doubtless levelled at those of the Kina 
George's Sound Clllill':lIlY, which wer(, then expected in the Pa~ 
clfic, With orders :llHlI1l0t,'ri:d" for establishing t'Hts and factories 
on the northwest coast of AlIlt'rie:l, 'Yitli regard to these in­
structions it s~ould be added, thaI, alth(,u~h they are remarkably 
precise and mmute, no allusion wilatso('\','r is made in tlll'lI1 to 
the acquisition of land or the erection of huildillQ"s in Alllt!ri"a, 

From ~Iar0() the Iphigenia sailed for (',,,,k's Ri\'cr, while 
Meares in the Felice proceeded to 0iontka :-;1l1111d, which he en-
tered on the 13th of May. Th('}'1~ he imme,li:ll<'ly b"~"ll to build \1,; 1~. 
a small vessel for coasting, and, heiug ,j",irolls dnrill'( the prog-
ress of this work to take a trip to till' southward, h,! made ar­
rangements with King ?lIa'luinna, who, as related in :Ur. :\1 .. :ll""'S 

Journal of the roya~", page 114, "Illnsl readily r,nllScnted to 
grant us a spot of ground in his territory, whereon an house 
might be built for the accommodation of the pCllpk w(' intended 
to leave behind, and also promised us his as~ist:llll'" and protec-
tion for the party who were destined to remain at '\"ntlia during 
our absence. In return for this kindness, and to insure the cou­
tinuance of it, the chief was presented with a pair of pistols, which 
he had reaarded with an eye of solicitation ever since our alTi"a!. 
Upon thi~ spot a house sutficiently spacious to contain all the 
party intended to be left at the Sound was. erected; 11: strong 
breastwork was thrown up around it, enclosmg a consl.derable 
area of ground, which, with one piece o~ cannon place'l III such 
a manner as to command the CI)\'C and Village of :\notka, formed 
a fortification sufficient to secure the party from any intrusion." 

That this spot of ground was granted by Maquinna, and w~s 
to be occupied by the strangers only for temporary purpos~s, IS 

clear from the above statement, and Meares nowhere III the Jour­
nal of his voyage pretends that. he acq?-ired permanent posses­
sion of it, or of any other land III AmerIca; on the contra:;" ~e 
expressly states, page 130, "that, as a bribe to secure Maqulllna s 
attachment, he was promised th~t when we finally left the coast 
he should enter into full possessIOn of the house .and all the goods 
thereunto belonging." In his mem?rial to Par/ulllu'nt, however, 
he declares that" immediately on hiS amval at Nootka Sound, he 

8 
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1788. purchased from Maquilla, the chief of the district contiguous 10 
May. and surrounding that place, a spot of ground whereon he built a 

house for his occasional residence, as well as for the more com-e· 
nient pursUIt of his trade with the natives, and hoisted British 
colors thereon." Among the documents attached to the memo· 
rial no mention is made of this purchase, except in the informa. 
tio~ of \\ illiam Graham, a seaman of the Felice, taken ill LO/lt/oll 
a(ter the date of the lIIelllO(illl, who declares that" he saw"Ir. 
Meares deliver some articks of merchandise to Maquilia, the 
sovereign Prince of the said sound, which he then understood 
and believed were given as consideration for lands required by 
Mr. :Vleares for an e:.;tablishment on shore."·~ The British Gov· 
ernment, as will be seen, went still farther, and claimed the whole 
territory surroundilJg Nootka as included within the terms of this 
asserted purchase. 

Such is the evidence upon which the British historians of that 
period insist that J[('Il}'(':; purchased a large tract of land at Aool­
/.·a, (/1/(/ established on it a .!</I:{UI'!J (kl<'Jl(ler! by a fort Ulldtr the 
British flag. 

Having completed his arrangements, Meares sailed in the Fe· 
lice towards the south, leaving a part of his crew at Nootka, to 
which place he did not return until the latter part of July. Du· 
ring this period he endeavored to explore the Strait of Fuca, and 
to find the mouth of the great River San Roque, near the 46th 
degree of latitude, in both of which attempts he was, as before 
related, unsuccessful. He declares in his memorial that he like· 
wise" obtained from Wicccmish, the chief of the district surround· 
ing Port Cox and Port Etfingham, (places thus named by him· 
self, but otherwi~e known as Clyoquot and Nittinat,) situated in 
the latitudes of 4:::> and 49 degrees, in consequence of considera· 
ble presents, the promise of a free and exclusive trade with the 
nati ves of the district, as also permission to build any storehouses 
or other edifices which he might judge necessary; and that he 
also acquired the same privileges of exclusive trade from Ta· 
tootche, the chief of the country bordering upon the Strait of Fu· 
ca, and purchased from him a tract of land within the said strait, 
which one of his officers took possession of in the King's name, 
calling the same Tatootclte, in honor of the chief." 

Of these purchases and cessions of territory there is no other 
evidence than the declaration of 1\11'. Meares in his memorial jt for 

• The .onl~ statement besides this declaration, tending to confirm the a, ,eIllUfi of 
Meares In bls memonal, IS that (hereafter noticed) made to Vancouver in 1~~I:! at 
Nootka, by Robert Duffin, who had also been one of the crew of the FeJic'> in Ii"" 
He is represented by Vancouver (vol. i, page 405) as declaring that he "'Hne"ed 
the purchase by Meares "of the whole of the land which forms Friendl\" Cu"e, 
N?otka Sound, in his Britannic Majesty's name, for eight sheets of copper arid some 
trIfles.') 

. t It is probable, from the numerous discrepancies between Meares's J9uTDBlof 
his Voyage and hiS memona], that the former was written and printed before Ihe 
latter was drawn up .. 'Ve may als" suspect, from the silence of all the doCumeD~ 
brought to London With regard to the purcbases of lands on the northwest coast". 
Ihat the. Idea ~f sellmg up this claim suggested itself or was suggested to Meares 
aJter his arnvalill Eog]~<\. ' , 
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they: are n?t noticed either in the documents attached to that me- 17',H, 
monal, .or Hl. the Journal of his Voyage, which is tediously minute 
a~ to thiS tnp, or any where else; yet his claim, based solely upon 
his own statement, was supported bv his (,I)\'Prtllllf"llt and admit-
ted by that of Spain. -

Aft~r the. return of::\1:arcs to :\ontka ~()ullll, the sloop Washing- Sept. \7, 

ton? Captam Gray, arnved there from Bostnn ~ the small vessel 
which had been commel~ced by the crew of the Fdic" in the spring 
was con:ple~ed, and ~ecelved the name of Sorf/IIN'sf A/l/r rim; and 
the Iphlgema cam~ 111 from the northern coasts laden with furs. Sept. :!4, 

'\s a number of skll1s had also been obtained by the Felice during 
the summer, Meares determined to transfer to that \'('ssd all those 
in !he Iphigenia? and t? sail ":ith them inlllwdiatdy for Macao; 
which he accordlllgly did, leavll1g the sound on the 2~tll "f Sf'P- :"'1'1 ;'!8, 

t~mber. ~n the cnun,€, of the following month the Ship Colum- Oct. 
bla, ~aptall1 Kendrick, arri,'ed from Host"ll, and the Iphigenia 
~nd :\ortli\\'est .\n:enca departed for the SalHlwicll hlands, leav-
1l1,!!; the two Amencan vessels to winter at .'inotka. 

Meares reached Macao in the Felice early in J)ecember, and Dec, 
soon afterwards t\\'I) vessels, the l'l'illi'(''' n"Y'al and the Prince rof 
\Valr". belonging to the Kill':' G('org"'s ;o.;ollnd ('''\lIpan:,', arrived 
at that place under the cOllllllallLi of James C"lnett, an officer of 
the British navy 011 half pay. In the latter \'f':.;""is aj:-;n came an 
agent or the said ('''l'lp~\lly, l)('tw""11 whom and the proprietors of 
the Felice and Iplti~('llia an arrangement ,,'as made j()f unitillg 
the interests of both p:lrtir:.;. In conscquencc of tlli:.; ~)rrall~I!\l"'\lt, 
the Felice was sold or dismissed, and the Princess HopI. tn,,('- l~R~), 
ther with a ship called the ;\r!!ollallt, I)(\ll~ltt for the plirpose by 
thc associatinll, were clr"pat"'lI'rl to Noot];a, uudcr the direction 
of Col nett, who sailed in til<' ,\r:";<>II:l1I1. These Yf'S"'" ap]>f':lr to ApnL 
have been navigated under tlte British flag ~ C~lnlll) ('ollid llOt 
have ac·teLl as their owner, for he had become a bankrupt, and his 
failure was probably the cause of the formation of the new com-
pany. 

The managenlPnt of the affairs of the associatioll at :'Ia"al) ap-
pears to ha\'I! been committed entirely to :'I,'are", who drew,up 
the instructions for Colnett. From tit,'Sl' lllstructlon:.;, of which 
a copy is appended by Meares to hi!!: memorial, it is e\'idcllt ~hat 
there was really an intention to found a permanent estabhsh­
ment on some part of the n~rthwest coas.t o~ Am.erica, although 
no spot is designated as its Site, and no hmt IS given of allY ac­
quisition of territory having been already made a! or near }\ootka 
Sound; indeed, the only reference to that place, 111 th~ whole pa­
per is contained in the words" we recommend you, If pOSSible, 
to form a treaty with the various chiefs, particularly at ~ootka." 
Yet :\Iearcs, in his memorial, strangely enough says: "Mr. C'?I­
nett was directed to fix his residence at Nootka Sound, a~ld, WIth 
that view, to erect a substantial house o~ the spot w~Ich your 
memorialist had purchased in the precedmg year, as 1l'Ili appear 
by a copy of his instructions hereunto aunexed." . 

While the Argonaut and Princess Royal ~ere on then way to , • 
Nootka, the Iphigenia and Northwest Amenca returned to that Apr}l 20. 
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C'9. place from the Sandwich Islands in a most distressed condition. 
,1;.,:1 ~0. The Iphigenia was, indee~, a .me.re wreck. Her supercargo, or 

captain, Douglas, d~clares III his Journal, attached to the memo· 
rial, that" she had like to have foundered at sea for want of pitch 
and tar to stop the leaks; she had no bread on bo~rd, and noth· 
ino- for her crew to live on but salt pork; she was without cables," 
and, on attcmpting to secure her in the sound, " every rope gave 
way, so that we were obliged to borrow a fall from the American 
sloop Washington," which with the ship Columbia we.re found 
lying there. The Washington had already made a CIlllse to the 
southward, in the course of which she advanced some distance 

Ap,j, cG. up the Strait of Fuca; a few days after the arrival of the other 
vessels, she took her departure for the north, and was immediate· 

1'1"" _t>. ly followed by the Northwest .\llj('ri~a, which had been hastily 
equipped and provided with articles fur trade on a short voyage. 
The Columbia remained at Xootka the whole summer, and we 
are indebteu to her mate, Joseph Ingraham, for the only account 
of the occurrences at the sound, during that period, proceeding 
from a disinterested witness. 

May 6. On the 6th of May Martinez arrived at Nootka in the corvette 
Princesa, and immediately informed the officers of the Columbia 
and Iphigenia that he had come to take possession of the country 
for the King of Spain; he then examined the papers of the two 
vessels, and, appearing to be content with them, he landed artil· 
lery and materials, and began to erect a fort on a small island at 
the entrance of Friendly Cove. \Yith this assumption of authori­
ty no dissatisfaction was expressed or entertained by either of the 
other parties present; on the contrary, the utmost good feeling 
seemed to subsist on all sides for several days. 1'he officers of 
the different vessels visited and dined with each other; and Mar­
tinez readily supplied the Iphigenia, at the request of her com­
mander, with articles of which she was in need, in order that she 
might go to sea immediately, accepting in return fur them bills 
drawn upon Cavallo of :Uacao as her owner. 

It is proper to remark here, that, on the arrival of the Spaniards 
at Nootka, no vestige remained of the house built or said to have 
been built, by Meares, or of any other preparation 'for a settlement 
near the sound. This is expressly stated hy Gray and Ingraham, 
who, moreover, declare their conviction that no house was ever 
erected by Meares at Nootka; and it is corroborated by the entire 
silence, on tha~ head,. of Douglas, Coinett, and every other per­
son whose teslimony IS cited in conjunction with the memorial 
to Parliament. 

May 13. Things remained thus at Kootka for a week at the end of which 
time the other Spanish vessel, the San Carlo~ arrived under the 

May 14. ?ommand. of Lieutenant Haro. On the follo~ing day, Martinez 
Illvlted Viana and Dou&las, the chief officers of the Iphigenia, to 
come on board ~he Prmcesa, where he immediately told them 
that ~hey. w~re pnsoners, and that their vessel was to he seized; 
allegl~g III Justlficati.on 0.£ his proceedings that their instructions 
con~ned a cl~use duectmg them to seize and carry to Macao any 
E nghsh, RUSSian, or Spanish vessels which they could overcome. 
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Douglas insisted that the instructions had been misinterpreted, and that, although he rli,1 not lllldas/'"a/ Portu:rill',,.,',· in which 
they wer~ written, he had SCPI/ a ro,"Yof them fit jIacao, and knew their sense to be othenvise. :\j;,rtilJ('Z, however adhered t~ his res?lution; the Iphig,enia II'as in consequence bdarded by t.ll' Spal1lards; her men, with h.er charts, journals, and other pa­pers, were transferred to tl)(~ ships nf war, and preparations were 
commenced filr sending her to San BIas. 

While these preparations were in progress, the Spanish com­mandant altered his intentions, and propnsed to release the Iphi, genia and her crew, on condition that her officers would sign a declaration to tlte effect that she had not been interrupted, but 
had been kindly treated and supplied by him during her stay at 
~')' ,t];a, This proposition was at first refused; negotiations, ho\\,­
ever, took place, through the medium of C:lpLlin Kendrick of the Columbia, the rendts ,,(which ',\'f're that tl,(' Ileclaration was 
signed by the officers of the Il'lli:';"lIi:l, and she and her crew were liberated on the 26th "f :'.!:I\" v1,"',r,. Yialla and I)"II(...-Ias, at the same tilill', ('lJ;;:lg(',1 for tl,,;11181'11'('S, as """Jlloi// ((//,1 SII;"'i" 
('((,i':,,:o "(,~"!Je('tin11/, ((1I((lo/' .lUffJl f '(/1"1/110 (1' JI({(,(lo, as OlrJ/f'J' f!f" 'lip 
sui,! N'S,,;:I," to pay her value, nll dem;II" [) to the (il'I kr nf the Vir~­roy of :\lexir'd, in case he should pr()IIOllllr(' her rapture legal. 
The vessel hal'il'::;- he'en completely eqllipl"''[ for sea hy tlJ(' Span, iards she sailed on the :211 of June for tlll' II<lrthern "":lSI', where s('I'm; hundred sea-otter skins \\,('1'<' c()lk"ted, Ily trading with the Inti ... ·s. hefore her departure fnr the S:ll11[wil'h Islands and China. "This trade 1\':1, so brisk," says '\1('~lr('" in Ids Journal 
of the Vora2:", that" alllltt' stf,,,,~, '1 i)'O// ''''/S SOO/l "'~'f",,'II·'I, and 
thelj lI'f're II.'I'!I i' lite 'If·.',·."sif:·,' of c Illil,:'..:' !If! 1/.'1' '-//111/1-;11<'1,'" ((/I'. 
;"ltdl-lIflJ'S '1 fh" /'(·",,\'(1," III order to tllld til" meaJlS (lj i'1\r<~II:ls­ino- the skins offered. III the memorial, li()\\'cl'I'j', not only IS all notice of this part of til<' Iphi,Clli;I's yo)";!~r omit!,·,I, but it i~ im­plicitly decimnlt that she .',ailed Ilirecily irolll ,\on!ka t() t~le :-;,;llId, 
,rir'h Islands. .\II';lrl's illsists that the ('owlnrt of til<' :-;1':111,1:11<1': 
(I"'(anls the Tp!]i~'eJlia and her men was violent and rapacI?us ~ on the other Il:l]nl, ;\I(·,s.sr" (;r:1Y and Ingraham iI( ,.[:1]'(' that hel 
detention was in el'ery n-P"r! advanl:I~"()U' to the ()\I'ller.s. a,; 
she was completely rl'l':lirrri ;1110 slIp[<ii(·,j ttW hel~ ~ny.~gl', a?d ,II'! would othNwise IlEn'c been <lhll~t',j to remallllllcl< t1\(; at :\0".11-,1, for at least two months Inn::",'r, rltJrill~ til,. J,,',( season for tr.l,lIng. 

The seiznrl' of tllf' Iplli'.'(·liI:l by :\br~lll('7. can s('arcl'lr be ,COll­
sidered as unjust or unmerited, when It IS recollected that If,1I1 

I>~. 
:\jC) U. 

,. y ~G. 
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17<"<9. 
June. 

JunE' ,"l. 

July 4, 

attempting to enfOrce, with regard to her, the orders of his Gov­
ernment, (orders perfectly conformable witb the principles of na­
tional law, as universally recognised, amI with treaties between 
Spain and all other PO\\"CfS,) he had been resisted and overcome, 
he, with his officers and men, would have been carried as prison­
ers to l\bcao, to be tried ft,l' piracy_ ;\lore(H-er, he had been in­
formed that S[eares was daily expected to arrive at Nootka, with 
other vessels belonging to the same concern; ~md it was his duty 
to provide against the possibility of being o\-erpowered, and of 
having his flag insulted, by lessening the forces of those from 
whom he had every reason to apprehend an attack. Indeed, the 
only ground upon which he could have exrused himself to his 
(;"vcrlllllent for releasing the Iphigenia must have been, that at 
the time when the instructions to her officers were written, it was 
not anticipated that ~I'ain would take possession of any part of 
the northwest ""'1st of .\IIJ('rica. 

At the end of a week from the departure of the Iphigenia, the 
~()rthwest Ameril'a returned to i\ootka, and was immediately 
seized by:\brtillt'z_ On what grounds or pretexts this seizure 
was based, there are no 1I1eans of ascertaining. Gray and In­
grahalll understood that it was in r()lIseqllCIJ('e of an agreement 
bet\\-cen the ~panish commandant and the officers of the Iphige­
nia; this is, \IU\I-cn'!', exprcssly dl'lIied by Douglas, who declares 
that both thrcats ,~lJd prOiniscs had been llsed in vain to induce 
him to sell the small H'SSri at a price far below her value. A few 
days afterwards, the Princess Royal (one of the vessels sent from 
:\1acao by the associated companies) arrived in the sound, under 
the command of \\,illiam Hudson, and was received and treated, 
during her stay, with respect and attention by the Spaniards. She 
brought information (If the fitilure of Juan C'm-allo, the Portu­
g~ese merchant, upon whom, as owner of the Iphigenia, the bills 
gl\~en by the commander of that vessel in payment of the sup­
plies were drawn; and upon learning tltis, .i\iartinez aJlIlflunced 
his detemlination to hold tbe :\nrt\l\\"cst J\lllerica, which belonged 
to the same concern, ill satisfaction for the amount of those bills. 
She was, in consequence, immediately equipped for a trading­
\'Ilya7e, and sent out under the direction of one of the mates of 
the (',,\mll bia; her officers and men being set at liberty, and re­
eel\'ll1g nearly all the furs found on board of her at the time of 
her capture. 

, The Princess Royal, after remaining some days at Nootka Ull­

disturbed by the Spaniards, sailed from that place on a cruise. A, 
~he was ]p;n-illc; the sound, her companion, the .h3'"11aut, came 
111 from "beao under the command of Oaptain Colnett, who had 
been,_ as ~ef()re stated, charged by the associated companies with 
the dIrectIOn of ,1.11 their affairs on the AlIlerican coasts and with 
the establis?111ent of a f()rt and factory j;)r their benefit. ""!J::lt 
followed WIth regard to this vessel has been variously repre­
sente~, or rather has been represented under various colors, for 
the prmcipal facts are admitted by all to have been these: 

:b soon as the Ar:r"naut appeared at the entrance of the sound, 
she was boarded by the Spanish commandant, who im-ited her 
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captain to come iI!-to the port, and supply the ships of war with 
some nec~ssary .artIcles; presentmg, at the same time, a letter from 
Hudson, III WhICh the good treatment of the Prinress Royal and 
her crew were acknowledged in flattering terms; Barnett, the 
mate .of the Northwest America, Ingraham, the mate of the (,,,­
lumbIa, and some other persons, likewise came on board and 
communicated what ha~ occurred wit~ n:C(arrl to the Iphigenia 
and the small vessel. Colnett, upon thiS, mformed Martinez that 
he had come to take possession of :\"n()tka, and to erect a fort 
there under the British flag. The Spaniard r("plier[, that the 
place was already occupied by the forces of his C"tlllllir- Majes­
ty; but that if the A r"o 11:111 t should enter the sound, she should 
be treated with civility and attention, and be allowed to depart 
without hindrance. After some d,'b"t0, the Englishman agreed to 
!!O into the harbor; and before lllidlli!!hl, his vessel was anchored 
in Friendly Cove between the Prin,','sa and the ~,;tn ( 'ari"s. 

1789. 
July 2. 

July 3. 

On the following day, ('nllll'tt, havin" slippli"d the Sp"lIi,h 
ships with some articles, announced his intellti"lJ tn !!n t" sea in 
the evening; whereupon, ;\\artillcz requested him first tl) ,',)111(: 
on board the Prill"l''':' and exhibit his papers. The capt:,ill "C"­
cordingly went, in uniform 8.11d with his sword, to the f·;thill of 
the commandant, where an altercation t(JlIk plaf'(' between the 
parties; the results of which \\','r<', the am'st of (,'"lll"tt, and the 
seizure of the Ar~"Il:lIlt by the Spaniards. From til!' moment of 
his arrest, Colnett was delirious or ill>;tlll', and Robert lluHin, 
the mate of the Arc;ollaut, bec8.ll1e l!l cnnse,\'lt'llCI' the representa. 
tive of the owners of that yessel. 

On the l:3th of July the l','iw"'s lln\':d :I}'I"':1rl'<I at 1111" mouth 
of the sound, and her captain, HUllsoll, haYin~ f'llt.,·n·d Frielldly 
Cf)\'e in a boat was there arrested With hIs Illt'll ~ after wlllrh, the 
vessel \I'as boa;ded and brought in as a l'rizf' by thc :-;llalli:lrds. 
Ull the following day the .\rC'''ll:lllt sailed ~i>l' :-;all BI~I".' c"rry­
in!! nearly all the British sllhjf'cts taken at l\nntka as 1'1ISI II II'rs, 
nnder the charge of a SI':lllish lieutenant ~illd .·n~\\'. Th",,· \l'lln 
~vere captured~in the :\"rtil\,:,,,t "-\lUl'ri:'" \I','re, 1111\\'''\'''r, em­
barked as passengers in the ColumbIa tM .\I:l!':lO; one hun(h'ed 
of the (,ltcr skins found in tile I'riw'(''' H,,)'~d h"111" allowed by 
Martincz in payment of their W;.llIl" and tr"nsportatI.on. , . 

'l'h" Columbia left ;\"ntka III .\ ll!!llst; soon "ften\ "rds she 
met the Washington, wltirh had .illst retuflled fr~m her nIl" 
age up the :-itrait of I~'lli':t; and It was :,C(rl'l'tl h('t\1 l'!'ll the ""p­
tains, that t ;r:w should take COllll11and of tilt' slup, a~ld procped to 
China and the United St8.tes, with all the furs which had been 
collected, while Kendrick should remam on the .. nast III the 
\\'ashington. Finally, in :\",).ypmlwr, :\L1rtlll:~. ,qUltt,cd. ~:)ntl'~ 
S d d '1 d \vIth all Ius \'f'S"'" for :'1, :1:[( n, ltel'llk l\Ia Olin ,an sal e .' '. . . -

uinn8. ao-ain in quiet p')S"'SSI"1l of hIS donunlons., . 
q If the ~tatel11ents of .\1'·:11'l'S, ill his !11~!11onal, and of Cr:lnett , III 

arCollllt >l1I,li,lwtl by him respeetlllg the captn,re of the Ar­
the ~t and l,lrill""" Rnyal. and th!' treatment ofthell' officers and 
gona~J ,till' S anianl s , j,,, admitted "s cOll\'eyll1g a full 8.ndcor­
men.Y fthPe l'i'I'ClI111st'111f"" the conduct of Marlll1ez lllu~t be reet v[t'\\' 0 ., ~ , 

July ~ 
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considered as nearly equivalent to piracy. From these state­
ments it would appear that the vessels were trc:1cherously~eized, 
without :1ny reasonable grounds, or even pretexts, and with the 
sole premeditated object of plundering them; and that the most 
cruel :1ct~ Ill' "iolew'e, insult, and restraint, were wantonly com. 
mitted upon the officers and men, during the whole period of 
their imprisonment. Col nett rebtes' that when he presented 
his papers to :Uartinez in the cabin of the Princesa, the command. 
ant, without examining them, pronounced them to be forged, and 
immediately declared th:1t the Argol1:1ut should not go to sea; 
that, upon his" J"I'llIo/lstmtillf{ (in what terms he does not say) 
a![aillst this breach or ,,·lJorl.filith and forf{c{(lI{l/css of ll"OTd and 
!tOIIO/" p/ed;,:'!!/," the :"palJiard rose in apparent anger, and intro· 
UUCC'LI a party of armed men, by whom he was struck down, 
placeu in the stllcks, and then closely confined; that he was after· 
wards carried from ship to ship like a criminal, threatened with 
instant C'xecution as a pirate, and subjected to so many injuries 
and indignities, as to throw him into a violent fever and deliri· 
um, which were near proving fatal; and that his officers and men 
were illlprisoned and kept in irons, fi'om the time of their seizure 
ulltil their arrival at San BIas, where many of them died in can· 
seqm'lJC"e of ill treatment. ;\Icares, in his memonal, confirms the 
assertions of Cnlnett; anu he adds, with regard to the capture of 
the PriwC'3s Royal, that hercollnnander, Hudson, after his arrest 
at Friendly CII\'C, was forced (by means of threats of immediate 
execlltinlJ) to send written orders to his mate, to deliver up the 
"e~s<,'l \\'ilhllut I"I'SiSl;UII"" to the Spaniards. 

j\bn)' of these statements are O'U I'I'"rted by the deposition of 
the .,ilil·'·r.' and seamen of t!Je NI'rtll \I-est "\l1lerica, taken in Chi­
na, which is appended to the memorial; some of them, however, 
are directly contradicted, while the greater part are invalidated, 
not ollly by the declarations of Gray and Ingraham, but even by 
the adlllissions of Duffin, the mate of the Argonaut, in his letters, 
also auached to the same petition. Thus the American cap· 
t~lillS ullderstood, "from thos.e whose yeracity they had no reason 
to UUUIJt," that C,,jnctt, at his interview with Martinez in the cab· 
in of the Princesa, denied the right of the ~paniarus to occupy 
!'i,,"tka, and endeavored to impose upon the commandant by rep· 
resenting himself as elllp,,\I'ereJ by !Jis Government to erect a fort 
and settle a "illnlly at that place under the British fia~, and that he 
aftef\\:ards insulted tbe Spaniard by threatening him and draw· 
1Jj~ hiS sword. C"inctt himself says that he attempted to draw 
hiS sword on the occasion, but that it was in order to defend him­
self aC!;ailJst those who assailed him; and it must be allowed to 
be ve~y difficult to "rpmrJIIstmtl''' with a man upon" !tis breach 
ot fentit, anrl j(JI"f{d/'(/liess 0/ kis word ([1/1/ honor phr{!.:"I'd," with-

July 11. out lllsulullc; him. Duffin, \\TitilJ~ til .\learcs from ,\",",t\;3, ten 
d~ys after the seizure, gives n":lrlr tile same account of the inter­
ne\I', addll1g that the misunderstanding was most probablyoc-

.. See Colnett's Account uf a VnY,lge in the Pacific in 1';9.;; note at page !l(j. 
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casioned by the interpreter's i;ilor:1ll<:0 of the English langlla~',', 
He says that l\Iartll1ez appeare:I to be very sorry for what I,'atl 
h~ppened, a~ld had" uC',ll:IH'd wIth grf'Gt civility, by obliging" his 
pnsone.rs wIth ev~ry liberty that could be expr:(:ted ;"~all;:l he 
complall1s of no VIOlence, eIther to the feelings or to the persons 
of any o~ the cr~ws of the n""c/, seized, although he charges 
the Spalllards WIth plundenng both openly and "!I'l"C'tlv, :\1.;re, 
nn'r, puffin ?eclares, and :\Il'arcs repeats in his meniorial, that 
the disease With wluch Colnett was afflicted after his arrest \\'"S 

a fit of in,sanity occasioned by fear and disappointment 0l"'r:ltill" 
uI?on a, mll1d na,turally \:'I'al~ a,nd hereditarily predisposed to Sl[('!~ 
alienatIOn, TIllS assertIOn IS llldignantly repelled by Colllett, in 
Ills account of the affair, to which he annexes a letter of apology 
and retraction from :\1<.':lres, 

1\0. other evidence has been presented on the part of ~paill, re­
spectmg these proceedings, than what is contained in t I J(' lJotes 
and memorials addressed by the ('Ollrt of :\Iallrill on the subject 
to various European G-'\'I'l"llments in li~IIJ, and in the Introduc­
tion to til<! 0:arr:ltin, of the Voyage of the ~lltil and ~J"xi(':lIla; 
all of which statements, though made officially, are, without 
doubt, el'l'OlJelills 011 lilall}' of the most material points, 

Fpoll re\'iewing all tIll' Cirt'llillst:lll"I'S as tIll'), are presented to 
Us, tl](,t"" is little doubt that ColllI'tt a('t,'d t')\I'al'l" the S,,:Illish 
commandant in a lllallller so l'xtral''':'';-:II1( nnd illt"llll,,'rat" ~IS to 
render his arrest !1I'rJt'etly justifiable; the dctl'lltioll of Ilis \'l's,,'I, 
howe\"er, e:lllllot ))1' ,lr!t:'iIIh,d on lite S:l1l1l' ~r"llllds, alld the s"iz­
ure of the Prilwl'ss H")":,, appears to h:n',' 1"'1'11 (otally unauthor­
ized and inexcilsal.ll,', Th" commanders of S,,:llIi.,1t .\111"1"10':111 
posts were, indeed, ordered ),)' tlll'ir F"III'wl iIlSlnl<'ti'lih to SI'izl! 
all t;'n'i~1J n"sl'is cntering or cruising ill the viciuity of the terri­
tories under their cOlltrnl; :mel the clltilrrl'II1l'llt of these orders 
was directly or ta,'itlyadmitted by all the Intil1l1~ with whie? 
Spain had made trc'ati!!" relatillg til those donlllllOns" But It 
could not have been reasonabLy intended by the SpallIsh Gov­
ernlllent, or allowed by othcr Pow('r:;, ~hat such r(,~lIl:ttl"lIs 
should be I'lltin'reel at a new settlelllent, In a l"l'C!lllll so remote, 
before tile 11<'0,,1<' of :111)' other rnuntry could be ill!:'rJll(,ll of the 
fact of the ('st:tl>lislllllellt. \\,,, know, 111111"1'0\'('1', from the Illgh~st 
authority, that },l:lltjlll'~ w:as sp~cially 1IistruI'tl'cl to trea~ all Bn~­
ish or Russian \'cssl'is wlllch nlIght arrn"c at :\o"lb With cI~lh­
tr; and, altliough he might have with P!"'pnl't!' dlsarn~~d, C :'1: 
lldt's ships, ifhe apprehende~ any atwck frolll till'lIl, he,'tI,I.111.:,\, 
had 110 rio-ht to take possessIOn of them, and to appropll.:k tltlll 
cargoes, ~ he did, to his own uses, merely because t~el~ com­
mander had refused to rccognise the supremacy of Spam 111 that 

regioll, , I d' 
',\11 '.'I1"('S , \'allenuver, and other British wnters, 111 al u lllg to 

I , .. n' 0 "11,1"'1\'''1' to cast blame on the cnIllI1l31111"ls of t IPSI' OCCUlIl'll'~I.',', ' " , , 
th~ t\l'II J\lll<!ri':;111 vessels, which were at the tIme III or near 
N t)- Sound by representino- them as aldlll!!; and slIl'r"'rtlllg 

00 ,a, '" d' l" xalUlll III " the ,-;p.'Illi:ll'Ils in their oppressive procee lllgS. ']Joll e '" 
the facts, we find that the Amencalls never pretellded to ques-
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17R!l. tion the right of Spain to the country; and the conduct of the 
British towards them was not such, if we may judge from the 
expre~Si()IlS of :\Ieares, as to excite any friendly feelings on their 
part. All that can be alleged against Captains hf'lIdrick and 
Gray seems to be that they profited, as they were entitled to do 
by the quarrels between the other two parties, naturally inclining 
t,,\\'ards that which seemed to be the more friendly disposed to, 
wards tlwllI,d I·es. 

lipon the arrival of the Argonaut at San Bias, Col nett was lib­
erated from confinement, and he proceeded to the city of Mexico, 
where he ,,-as received with kindness by the Viceroy, Count de 
Rel-illa~igedo. The cases of the l\rgonant and Princess Royal 
liavilJ![ heen then examined, it was decided'''-that the conduct oi 
Martinez had been entirely conformable with the laws and ordi­
nances of Spain, and with the terms of treaties existing between 
that kingdom and other nations, by which it is understood that 
aliens frequenting, trading, or endeavoring to establish them­
selves "on the coasts of tlte South Sea in either America" shall 
be regarded and treated as enemies, without any presumable 
breach of faith on til" part of Spain; that consequently the said 
two vessels might be retained as lawful prizes; but that, in con­
sideration of the apparent ignorance of their owners and officers 
respecting the rights and laws of Spain, as well as for the sake of 
preserving peace and harmony with Great Britain, they ~hould 
be released, on condition of their not entering any bay or port in 
:-;palJish America without pressing necessity. 

!'i)O. In virtue of this decision, Colnett returned to San Bias, where 
he found that several of his men had died, during his absence, of 
the fever endelllic on those coasts. \"'ith the remainder he 
sailed in the Argnnaut to ::\ootka, for the purpose of reclaiming 
t~le Prillr"ss }{,)yal; but the sound had been, long before he ar­
rn'ed there, el-acuakcl by :\Iartinez and his forces, who from some 
cause, however, did not reach ;\Icxico until after the departure 
of Colnett. From ::\ol)tka the Argonaut, having taken in a car­
go of furs, sailed for the Sandwich Islands, where the Princess 
Royal was found lying; Colnett there received possession of her, 
and arrived with both vessels at Macao in the latter part ofli'"I. 

The Columbia, under the command of (~rav, reached "'laran in 
Dece~nber, 178\1, bringing as passell!jcrs the officers and crew of 
the ?-iortilll-est America, who first communicated the news ofthe 
seizure of the Argonaut and Princess Royal to their owners . 

• The latter immediately resolved to applv to the British Gowrn­
ment for redr~ss ; .and ::\Ieaf(~s ar,>nnI1lJ2Iy departed for London, 
where he arrIved 111 March, 17\111, cmT\'illg with him various de­
positions and other papers in ,ubstalltiatioll of the claims. 

::Weall\\'hile the Court of Spain, havino- been informed of what 
had occurred at ?-inotka in the summer gf 17."i\1 addressed a note 

Fe". 10. to the Britis~ ministry, stating the cirr'\lIIlstall~cs, and requiring 
that the partIes who had planned the expeditions should be pun-

.. v 3:ncouver's Account of his Y I 'r:l~\!~) vol. iii, page -1~li; Memorial of the Court 
of Spam, Annual Regi'ter for 17:1'~'. 
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ish,ed, in or~er to deter others from making settlements on teni- 1,~(1 
tones occupied and frequented by the Spaniards for a number of 
ye~rs. The J.3ritish ~1inisters answered, that they had not re' Feb, ~G 
c€lved exact mformatton as to the facts stated by the Spanish 
Government, hut that fhf' ~lcts fif /)i,,/t'I/f't: t~wards British subjects 
and prorerty, mentIOned m the Cotlllllul1lcation from the latter, 
necessanly suspended any disClIs>inIJ of claims which either 
party might ach-GtlCc to the possession of the northwest coasts of 
AUII'riea, until adequate atonement should !t;lye been made for 
those outrages against the flag of (3reat BritGin; the answer 
was concluded by a demand for the immediate restoration of the 
vessels seized at :,\(llltka, Silllldt:tw'ntL,ly with the despatch of 
this answer, orders were issued at Lumlnn tor the armalllent of 
two large fleets; and the Spanish Government, taking alann at 
this measure, caused similar preparations to be commenced in all 
the naval arsenals of the kingdom, 

SR\"'r~11 weeks after the receipt of this answer, the Cnmt of ,-\1" t! 
Madrid illtill'lIWd the British ministry that 0111' of tlte \'c:<sc'!s 
seized at :'\notka (the c\n.>;nnalll) had been ]'('kast'd, and orders 
had been given by the VicerllY of .~l('xil'o for the restitution of 
the other, in consideration of tllf' i:;lIor;llll'c of Ilwir O\\'Il,'rs and 
captains with regard to the ri!.(hts and laws of Spain; tha,t tlte af­
fair Illi:.;ht, therefore, be r .. ::;ardcd as at an "ll'!. and that hiS ('ath· 
olic l\\;tj('stv would be satisfiell if the Eiue' (If Ell:';[;llld would fl'· 
strain Itls 'sll],il~I'b from trespassill:'; lIl")11 lite I';witil' coasts of 
America, tl) w'iti<:lt the ('!'t)\\'l1 of Sl';lill It:,,l iIHlubitable right, 
[.)unded upon treaties and illlllll'Ulllrial l'"""'"i"ll, Ere the I '(If , 
respolldew~e PJ'()I>l'l'r\(',1 farther, the Illatl(~r 1t;,,1 b('"u subllutteu by 
the British miuislrv to the natIOn: and a feyer had, III 1'lIllSC' 
'Illell"e, b('I'n (",I:itc;I throughout the liilll(lllllll, which was not to 
he e:lo:ily allayed, This measure was tlte n"'lIlt III the 1']'('",'uta· 
tinn hy ;\If~:lre" of his ,\I'~lll"rtal, pr;'YIll~,that l'('p:lI';111 11 1] ,ltllllid be 
ubt;)illCcl for hilll:<l'lf and his a-';sl)ciatt's IlIr their III"":" actual and 
probable, occasioned by tlte seizure and detent!Oll ut tllI'lr \'(',.;sets 

at -:\' It ,tka; !he amount of which was estimated at no less a sum 
than si,r 1IIIIIf/n',j {{I/flji(tl/.tlil'lf· t!tol/saud i/ol1nrs, 

The correspondell'~(, al,,)\'l' nntin,ti was kept prof~~?dIy sec~~t 
by both parties until the 5th of .,1;1\', ",hen the ClIlltlllS[,lll< (S 

were cOllllllUnicateti by the Kill~ of Ell~\;tlld, ~hrough a 111l'~Sa~e 
addn'ssC'(l to Parliament. In tillS nll's~;I:;e, It IS stated that t\\ 0 C\!.,y 5 

vessels IJl'lolll(ille' to his :\\;ljcst(S sul).Icl'ts, and ~lavI?,ated,under 
tl BI'itish fla'.' " (mcanill'~ the Ar:';1I1];lIll and I rtWl", ho) "I,), 

Ie "",,, 1 \ I t \111 'l'lI"l ) "01 ", d t others" (the TI,itie't'llia an' . ort I\\'('S c I, " .In wo, ffi' I' ,[, Ill,'d In\'(' 
which the description is not Ilitherl" su Clent Y""'l'l ,I I' ' ',-

d t Y . tl"l SOli lid b,' an officer C()IllUlaw 11Ig t\\ I) been capture a ~,,)II " , ' ' I I ' 
S 

,'I I' I' \\"U" th'lt the r<ll"'()CS of thc Bnw;it H~SSl' S la\ e 
PaIlls 1 SlipS" ,,' " . b' t a pri 

" 
I d their officers 'IlI11 n('\\'S ha\'e een SlIl • S -

been 'l'lze' , an • , , d d r. r sarts-_ ".,' 1 ort" That Il1 n'IHy ttl a em an 0 • 

son~rs to .. lcl'~I'~llllJ Itt th~ Court o'f JIadrid, it had beendeciared 
factlOll, au le.se "I '" l' \\"1" Il'borated bv the \ II'cr"\' of f tl e Bntls 1 \ ('sse, • "L, " 

that one 0 I 'I' that nothillO' but iO'Il()r~lllrl' 01 till' 
\'1' "oil the '111'1'''''' Inti· 01 " 't . eXll'lI. >, ,C a d the individuals of other natIOns 0 
rights 01 Spam encoura",e 
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come on those coasts, for the purpose of making establishments 
or carrying on trade;" but that" no satisfaction \\'~, given or of, 
fered, and a direct claim was asserted by the Court of Madrid to 
the exclusive right of sovereignty, navigation, and commerce, in 
the territories, ('oasts, and seas of that part of the world," In 
consequence of all which, "his .'.Iajesty had directed his minis, 
ter at Madrid to make a fresh representation on the subject, and 
to claim such full and adequate satislaction as the nature of the 
ca,e evidently required, And under these circumstances, his 
',lajestr, having also received information that considerable anna, 
ments were carrying on in the ports of Spain, had judged it ne, 
cessary to give orders for such preparations as might put it in his 
power to act with vi;.';()r and effect in support of the honor of his 
C'l'Innl and the interests of his people; and he recommended 
that Parliament would therefore enable him to take such meas, 
lues, and tn make such augmentations of his forces, as might be 
eventually requisite i()f that purpose." 

In tllis message, it will be remarked that no mention is made 
of the seizure of any "Iliff., or Imil,liu::;s belonging to British sub, 
jects at Nootka; and it will be linlllll, on eX:lllJining the docu, 
ments attached to the memorial of :Meares, that no notice of such 
possessions is contained in any of them, except in "the illforma, 
tion rif rr'illifi III Gmj,(!lJ!," one of the seamen of the Felice, taken 
at London, on the very day in which the message was read in 
Parliament, fi,'e chys after the date of the memorial. It may also 
be obsen-ed, ill alltieil'atioll, that the reports of the debates in 
Parliament, and the published (:tllTe.'IHIIJ(It'l1cc between the two 
(JtII'(·rmnent.;, prior to the signature of the treaty by which the 
dispute was terminated, aft' equally free from allusions to any 
claims of British ~Ilhjects to territories or !lOuses on the north, 
west coast of Allleril'CI. 

,The recommendations in the I:iliC"s message were received 
with e\'err demonstration of CU!1I:11rICllCe in Parliament, and 
throu~hout ~he British dominions; and the supplies required 
were ll1unechately ,'nll'd, On the doy in "'hich the message was 
read, a note was addressed by the milJisllT to the Spanish Court, 
insisting upon immediate satisfaction for ti.e outrae-es complained or; and d~,claring that, until it were receiYed, the ~~lestion of the 
fl1?hts of ;-';pcllll would not be dlscll"'f:d. The BntIsh represent, 
atlYe at .;\Iadml also presented formal demands to the Government 
f~r restitution of the other vessel (the Princess Royal) seized at 
:'>Iootka-for complete indemnification III' all losses sustained by 
British subjects trading under the British flag, from the acts of 
Spalllsh officers on the northwest coast of America-and for" a 
distinct acknowledgment that British subjects have an indis, 
putahle ngl~t t~ the enjoyment of free and uninterrupted com 
merce, naVIgatIOn, and fishery, and to tile' possession of such 
e,stabhshments as they might form, with the I'ow.ellt of the na' 
tlves, on any part of the .\llll'l'ican COCIsts not previously occupied 
by some European nation." 

To these demand~, the Spanish minister, Count de Fllili,la 
Blanca, gave an eYa"l\'e reply on the l:~th of JUlle; after h3\'illg 
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addressed a c~rcular, protesting ::lgain,t them, to all the other 

Courts of contmental Europe. HI' likewis,' solicited the French 17:,0 

monarch to .comply ~.with the tenus of the Family Compact of 

1761, by which the ,,-\o:'I'rei!ills of France and Spain were bound 

to support each other, m cases sllluiar tl) that actually existing. 

Th~se meas~res, however, producing no favorable results, he- was 

obhged to Yield to the demand of Great Britain for indemnifica_ 

ti~n to her subjects;. which was prOlui'cd' on the 24th flf July, J":,e';! 

with the understandmg that thl~ concession was not to atfc0t in 

any way, the question as til the right of his Catholic ~\"'i .. ,t~ to 
form an exclnsive establishment at :\"IIIItka. J • 

. The .negotiation had .thus far proceeded in a course almost pre­

Cisely lIke that of the dispute between the sallte parties respecting 

th~ .Falkland Islands, twenty years previous; and the Spanish 

mllllster probably expected that it would 1'1111 thl·n;. But -'fr. 

Pitt, who then directed the affairs of Ul""t Britaiil. had ultlTillr 

objects in view, which induced him to j)("r.,i,t in Iii, exactions 

relative to the unoccupied coasts of Allleri,:a; and as naval arma~ 
ments on the most extensive scale WITe in prll!:,rl'~" IIfl''l ui l'llIl'llt 

in both countries, a rupture of the peace hl"l\n;Cll tl18m ,,-as daily 
anticipated. 

In the mean time, the :\"::ltional cts"'lllbly of France \I·~.S de- .\,," 

liberating upon the solicitation jjl]' aid adtln'sse,! by ('II"rt,·s Ir. 
of Spain til his cousin, Louis X\"1., ",hidl had 1)("'11 n+rn,d hr 
the latter to that body, tlwll all~pow"rrlll in his kingdom. The 

resolutions,t finally adopted in the Ass"ilJhly, as I'rlll'nsl't! by the Aug. ~I; 
celebrated Mirabeau, were H'ry nlguC' with p'!!an! to '''I'"ill, whil.e 

they were very clear and I.Jositin· as to the IJ(;r'c~sitr n!" immedi-

ately arming a vast naval jon',: jnr till' """unt)" lit the 1, rt'lwh do­

m.iniol1s. That these resolutIOns III1l,t haye ma.terlally affected 

the nature of the negntiatinll between the Cuurts of London and 

Madrid there can be no doubt, although no means h:I\'" been.as 

yet afforded of learning in \I'hat mallner and to what precise 

extent. It, however, appears probable that the. warhke attitude 

assumed by the Xatinnal ,'\,selJJhl)" t"!!l'\h:l" 'ylth the rapid ad-

vance of revolutionary alJti~Ilj()llarl"h!l"al .pnnclples at the same 

period, rendered the disputing p~rties :willlllg to compronuse th"lr 

differences in order that they might, If there shouldbe need, act 

in unison 'against their dangerous neighbor. l'".,.,dd~·, mdeed, 

the exactions of the Bntl,h nlllllster were, from the COlllmence-

ment intended for no other purpose than to secure such co~oper-

ation: Certain it is, that the c0.ndi~iolls subscnbed by the two 

Powers at the conclusion of their dispute, were far less onLous Oct. ~R 

or humiliating to Spain, than those upon which t.he ~ourt of on-

don had at first announced its determlllatlOn to lllSISt. 

. b C t d Florida Blanca and ((llmt' (.dle/oralion, by Mr. 
"'See declarattOn.l

. Y onn e . A' aIRt:"1:-.!('rrurli~lO)pa..:.e300. 
Fitzherbert, the Bntlsh e:ruJ; att ~I:d:~~~~/~~yanb~~ by S'pain as indemnification. 

It may be here me~ltlOne , t a , 3 areement between the comml~SlOn€rS 01 

was finally settled m Februahry, Id7~ I' bYdal~n thou,and dollars. See Macpherson's 
the two Governments, at tW? un re: an 

Annals of Commerce, voli;lv'I~~~e 209. 303 The resolutions in Ih. original, aDd 

t See Annuadl RbegJster thO~ Asse;:b~yge may be jvuDd in the Moniteur. 
the mterestmg e ates III , 
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17::1. Th" conditions above mentioned are contained in a treaty, 
signed at the P:d:wI' of Scm Lorenzo, or the Escurial, in Spain, 
on the ~ZSth of October, 1790, and ratified on the 22d of the ful. 
lowing month; of whirit it will be proper here to insert all the ar. 
tir-le., without variation from the original text. . 

"ARTICLE 1. The buildings and tracts of land situated on the 
northwest coast of the continent of Xnrth America, or on the 
islands adjacent to that continent, of which the subjects of his 
Britannic Majesty were dispossessed about the month of April, 
1 i S~I, by a Spanish officer, shall be restored to the said British 
subjects. 

"ART. 2. A just reparation shall be made, according to the na· 
ture of the case, for all acts of violence or hostility which may 
have been committed subsequent to the month of April, 1789, by 
the subjects of either of the contracting parties against the sub· 
jcr ts of the other; and, in case any of the said respective subjects 
shall, since the same period, have been forcibly dispossessed of 
their lands, buildings, vessels, merchandise, and other property, 
whatever, on the said continent, or on the seas and islands adja­
cent, they shall be re·established in the possession thereof, or a 
just COlllpcw;atinn shall be made to them for the losses which 
they have sustained. . 

";\RT. 3. In order to strengthen the bonds of frrendship, and 
to preserve in future a perfect harmony and good understanding, 
between the two contracting parties, it is l1greed that their reo 
spective subjects shall not be disturbed or molested, either in 
navigating, or carrying on their fisheries, in the Pacific Ocean or 
in the South Seas, or in landing on the coasts of those seas in 
places not already o(,cnpied, for the purpose of carrying on their 
commerce with the natives of the country, or of making settle· 
ments there; the whole subject,. nevertheless, to the restrictions 
specified in the three following articles. 

"ART. 4. His Britannic Majesty engages to ta\{e the most ef· 
fectual measures to prevent the navigation and the fishery of his 
subjects in the PaCIfic Ucean or in the South Seas from being 
made a pretext for illicit trade with the Spanish settlements; and, 
with this view, it is moreover expressly stipulated that British 
subjects shall not navigate; or carryon their fishery in the said 
seas, within the space of ten sea· leagues from any part of the 
coasts already occupied by Spain. 

"ART. 5. As well in the places which are to be restored to 
the British subjects, by virtue of the first article, as in all other 
parts of the northwestern coasts of North America or of the 
islands adjacent, situate to the north of the parts of th~ said coast 
already occupied by Spain, wherever the subjects of either of the 
two Power, shall have made settlements since the month of 
April, 178'.1, or shall hereafter make any, the subjects of the other 
sl~all have free access, and shall carry on their trade without any 
dIsturbance or molestation . 

• f'ee .Annual Register for 1790, page 304; Parliamentary History for same year, 
page 91ti; Herslleu's Collection of British Treaties, vol. ii, page 257. 
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, "ART. G. ~Vith respect to. the eastern and Wf'stern coasts of 

South Amcnca, and to the Islands .adjacent, no settlemellt shall 
be fiurned hereafter., by the respective subjects, in such part of 
those coasts as are s.ltuated to ~he south of those parts of the same 
coasts, ~n~ of t~e Islands adJace,nt, which are already occupied 
b~ Spam. pro,lJed that the smd respect! ve sui 'j t:r ts shall re­
tam the liberty of landmg 011 the ro~"t.s and lSl"lllb so situated, 
for the purposes of theu fishery, and of "I"<:l'til12" then:"n huts 
an~ other y~lll]lOr~lrr buildings, st·n·in:; oply fill' tl~osl' purposes. 

ART. I. In all cases of complalllt or mfraction of the articles 
of th~ present conn·lIli"Il,. the officers of either p:ll'ty, without 
penmttlllg themseh"es prt'I'ww,ly to commit any violence IIr act 
of force,. shall be hOllllL1 to luab· :In exact report of the affair, and 
of Its Circumstances, to their respecti \"e Courts, who will tenni­
nate such differences in all amicable manner. 

"ART. S. The present convention shall be ratified and con­
firmed in the space of six wp..];s, /0 be eOllljJllli'C[ from the day 
of its signature, or sooner if it "all be dOllf·." 

This trc~lty was submitted to Pariialllellt hy .\Ir. Pitt on the 
3d of Del'eltJiJcr, (lnd bccallli' the suhi,·,'t of disr'llssi"ll in both 
Houses. By the friends of the Jllillisil"\' it was ,·'(tollc,d and de­
fended in general terms, as vimlicatillg the honor of the na­
tion, as securing reparatinll for injuries "OJJlIllitlt'c[ ~tgail"t British 
subjects, and as aJii'rdill!.( important adl'allt;tg"s to them ill fu­
ture, by opening the naligatiolt of the ",wi Ii" and folouth ~,·".s, 
and establishing the 'lll<'stioll of til<' southern fisht'rit's on such 
grounds as must prevent all dispute. Till' 01'1 II I.'iitilill , un the other 
hand, contended that the aelvantages dcril'al,I,' from it \1'Cr<' in no 
respect commensurate with the costs at which it had bee I! ob­
tained; nay, it was il!si,t .. d by j.',,'.:, (in')" I .alls<i()\I'IJ(', and other 
eminent. whigs, that the ri!<hts of llriti.sh suh.i,·,'ts had h'-"'II mate­
rially abridged by the new stil'uiati()lIs. Tlj('r observed that, 
whereas the British formerly po""ssl'd the right, "Itlil '/i,,/" 1Ir/lllit 
ted or cOl/test"'! by ,'\p"il/ '/I'os f!/ I/O {"III/Sf"llIf'/fl""," to JJavigate and 
fish in any part of thc; P~l<'iti,' or S"lIth ,""c'as, and" to sl,ItI" ,,./ia­
('Of'/" tlte sll~jects f!f /If) olill'/" "il'ili:l'fll/lllillll /'1/11 /m/"illllsllj Sdt/':f/," 
they were by this treaty l'j"{)hii,ilt'ci from going .nearer thall tlllrty 
miles to a Spallish tl'rntnry, and from establishlllg themselves 
on a large portion of ~"II th A IIwri,'a, as well as Ji'nlJl fOfl11lng, any 
permanent or useful settlement on tbe northwest coast at the 
northern continent. "Ill every place III wl1l('h we IIIlght set­
tle," said Grey, ,. access was left .for the Spaniards. "here we 
might form a settlement on one hill, they. nllght erect a fiJrt upon 
another. A merchant lIl11st run all the nsks of a dls~overy, a~ld 
all the expenses of establishment, for a property,wlllch was lia­
ble to be the subject of continual dispute, and wluch co~ld never 
be placed upon a peflnanent f, ,otillS"" :llr. ~'()X demed." that 
the southern whale fishery was of thl' great llnpo~t~nce It was 
stateel to be," and declared that It was mere" tIrnss III cOlllpan­
son with what had been WIIIIllll"'-"[ in order to obtamlt. "To 
remove all possibility," said that gelltl(,lIIa~l," of our ever form­
ing a settlement to the south of her Amencan colo Illes, was an 

li~O. 

Dec. 3. 
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1790. object for which Spain wo~ld huYe. been willing to pa~ a liberal 
price." Of the truth of this assertIOn, there was sufficient proof 
in the efforts made by the Government of Spain to prevent other 
nations from planting colonies in the Falkland Islands; from 
which islands, it may be remarked, both parties to the conven. 
tion appear to have been excluded by the terms of the sixth ar· 
ticle. 

It was also noticed by :\lr. Fox. as a curious and inexplicable 
incongruity in the treaty, that" "{!OIII the 1II01llh oj April, 1789," 
should have been inserted as the date of what was known to 
have taken place, agreeably to all the e\'idence produced, in ,lJlly 
of the same year; and that although, by the first article, the 
lands and buildings declared to have been taken from British 
subjccts by a Spanish officer" about tit" 1//0l!th oj ,~pri{, li.'~I." 
were to be restored, yet, by the second article, the lands, build· 
ings, and other property, of which the subjects of either party 
had been dispossessed" SUbSI'f/IU'lIt to tlte 111 011 tit of April, liS~I," 
were t6 be restored, or c:ompem;ation was to be made to the own· 
ers for the losses which they might han' sustained. Now, as the 
Spaniards did not arrive upon the northwest coast of America 
until j\\ay, 17~\), it is clear that their Government might, at its 
own option, either restore the lands and buildings claimed by 
British subjects, or make compensatIOn for the loss of them to 
their owners. 

l' pon this point it will be seen, that if the word OJ' in the con· 
cluding part of the second article were revlaced by IIIld, the in· 
congruity would disappear; but then, also, the first article would 
become entirely superfluous. It would, however, be idle to sup· 
pose that any error could have been committed, with regard to 
matters so essential, or that the want of accordance between the 
different provisions of the com'clltion, noticed by Mr. Fox, should 
have been the result of accident or carelessness. The ministers, 
when pressed for explanations on this head, answered indirectly 
that the Spanish Government would make the restitutions as 
agreed in the first article; to the other objections raised against 
the convention, they gave only general or evasive replies. By 
means of their majorities in both Houses of Parliament, which 
were so great as to render any expenditure of argument unne· 
cessary, they negati\'ed every ('all for papers relative to the nego· 
tiation; and, having triumphantly carried their address of thanks 
to the Sovereign, they were left at liberty to execute the new 
stipulations agreeably to their OWIl constructions, for which am· 
pIe space had been certainly provided. "" 

• An analysis of the convention will be found in the ninth chapter of this memoir, 
among the obsenatlUns on the Flonda Treaty. 
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CH.\PTER VII. 

Ex~cutio~ of the first artic'e of the tl e,ltr of 1 ~90 between Great Brilain ani S . 
'(Turrell e~ of ~ootk~ ttl th~ ElI,tl 'h_·V(IY~':..;I_ .. ",1 and dl~coveries of the Spani:-ha~~~ 
~oat?rS.l Flualoo, '\L~\a~pllI:1, (',),l111,:1III), (l.tlj~lno, and Valdes; of 81111110'0; in the 
'I~J~~/c, of RI1,"'_~I~; ot Marchan,dj ut Vancouver; and orthe American fu~ ['radel's 

. -, .J.llalll, (JI(l,\, and Kendncl{-DI"l")\'erv uf the mouth of the C I b b I 
~::a\'-;,E,alliinallo~ of the Stlait of' [.'",·a, and of the ;>:reat Norlh\\'e~t ~c~~per. 

1:"0- ormall~n ('I~ the Northwe~t F'lIr-tr:1dm~ Cumpany-EX[lI!lhtions uf Houd­
man and .vlacl\l.:'nZle thruugh lhe mterlOf of lht! Nurth Amencall colltment. 

. THE convention of 17~1I) having been thus concluded, the Brit- 1791. 
Ish Government. prepared immediately to assume possession of 
the lands and bUlldmgs on the northwest ('nast of Anll'rica, wltir'h 
,~ere t? be surren.dered by Spain agreeably to the first article. 
1- or thiS purpose, It was determmed that. two frigates should be 
S(~~lt. to :\ontka, under the command of Captalll Trowbridge; the 
mllllstry, however, afterwards ('llltllllltted til(' lousiness to Captain 
George Vancouver, who had been one of ('ook's lieutenants, and 
who was th~1l about to sail to the Pacific: with two ships, on a 
voyage of discovery. There WI're, doubtless, some (Iitlil'ltili.,s 
between the parties to the enllYI'lttion respecting this sttrrender, 
for the order of the Spanish ~Iinister of ~tatl' to that dl','I'1 was 
not delivered at Madrid until the l:!tlt "f :'Itay, l,~)l, more than illay 1~. 
a month after the departure "I' \' alt"otl \'l'r, to w!tOltt it was des· 
patched by a store-ship. The order was arldressed til the ('!lIlt­

malldant of the port of San Lorenzo, of j\'ootka, dircl'tillg him 
"to deliver to his Britannic l\bjl'sty'S cOl1lmissioller the build-
ings and tracts of land whir'h were occupied by the subil'ers of 
that N(l\'cwign in April, 17S~), as well those in the port of :-":ootka, 
as also those in the other, called Port Cox, said to be situated 
about sixteen leagues fmther southward.'" The same order was 
communicated, with the convention, to the Viceroy of Mexico, 
who was charged with its execution on the part of Spain;. b~t it 
does not appear that any tliealiS were ilfforde~·t? the co~mlsslOn-
ers, by either of the Governments, t:.r ascprtamll1g precisely what 
lands or buildings were to be surrelldered.. ' 

Vancouver was instructed to> proceed directly to j'iootka, and, 
after having completed the l:>tlsiness of the tran~fer there, to com­
mence the examination of the :\llll'rWfln coasts ll1c1uded between 
the 35th and the 60th parallels of north latitude. Th.e object~ of 
these researches were especially to acqUire accurate Il1forma~lOn 
with regard to the nature and extent of any wat~r coml1lUl1lca­
tion, which might tend to facilitate cOlllf!1er?IaI Il1tercourse ~e­
tween the northwest coasts and the terntones on the opposite 

> Introduction to the Journal of Vancouver's Voyage, 

9 
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1790. 
Mar. 4. 

side of the continent, inhabited or occupied by British subjects, 
and to ascertain with precision the number, extent, and situation 
of any settlements made by ciyilized nations within those limits. 
He was directed particularly" to explore the supposed Straits of 
Fuca, said to be situated between the 48th and 49th degrees of 
latitude, through which the American sloop Washington was re­
ported to have passed in 17:--~1, and to have come out again north 
ofXoQtka;" after which, he was, if there should be time suflkient, 
to survey the Sandwich Islands and the southernmost coasts of 
America. With these instructions, ranronn'r sailed from Eng­
land on the 1st of April, 1791, and just a year afterwards he ar-
rived on the northwest coast, in sight of Cape Mendocino. 

In the mean time, Nootka had been again oc('.upied by Span-
ish forces, which were sent for that purpose from Mexico, in the 
spring of 17~)O, under the command of Don Francisco Elisa; and 
Spanish nayigators were again exploring the northwest coasts of 
America, in order to observe the proceedings of the Russians, and 
also to determine the question as to the practicability of a north· 
ern voyage between the _ltlantic and Pacific oceans. That ques­
tion was then exciting considerable attention in Europe, where 
every thing relating to it was carefully studied, and the old stories 
of the discovery of northern passages were dragged forth from ob­
scurity, and subjected to critical analyses, by scientific individu­
als and commissions. Three of these stories, of which Maldonado, 
Fuca, and Fonte, were se\'erally the heroes, were pronounced, 
after such trials, to be not wholly destitute of probability; and 
the commanders of all the expeditions to the north Pacific were 
instructed to endeavor to ascertain how far each statement might 
be confirmed or disproved. 

The Spaniards were, indeed, beginning striously to direct their 
efforts to the security of their dominions northwest of Mexico: 
and with this yie\\-, a special branch of the administration in that 
k111gdom had been created, under the title of the J11arille Depart­
ment of ,"'{(II Blas, which was charged with superintending and 
fostering the establishments on the coasts of the north Pacific. 
The port of San Blas in Mexico, situated near the entrance of the 
Californian Gulf, was made the centre of the opRrations for these 
purposes; arsenals, ship-yards, and warehouses were constmct­
ed at that place; all expeditions for the northern coasts \\ere made 
from it; and all orders relative to the abovementioned objects 
passed through the chief of the department, who resided there. 

Of the voyage of Lle.utell,ant Salvador Fidalgo to the northern­
most coasts of the PacIfic, 111 the summer of 1790 it is unneces­
sary. here to p,resent the details_ The geographidal information 
obtamed by ~l!n was of little value, although he thought proper 
to ~ffix Spalllsh names to a number of points between Mount St. 
ElIaS and Cook's Inlet, nearly all of which had been long before 
known and described. 

1191. . Those coast,s were in the following year more minutely exam­
Jan:, 23 med by Captam Alexandro Malaspina, in the course of his vay­
Aug, 13. age ar0l!nd the world, with the Spanish corvettes Atrevida and 

Descubierta under his command. He, however, made no dis-
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covenes worth V of ment" t 
of greater importance th~Onn a present? an~ he effected nothing li91 
some places alread know the ~etermll1a~lOn ?f the positions of 
the Journal of the §util an~i :\~a\.~rrcte,.111 his Introduction to 
this expedition,and bestows thee~~Cdll~, gives a long account of 
ducted it· yet will it be b r dmo~ praIse on those who con-
does not ~ e~r' e leve t at the name of Malaspina 

~nh;erU~~~r~~~;:~:~~:i~f~~~:ka~p~!~~~n~~i:~I~f1~:~:~:i~!::f~~o; 
i'.?gfY' ';Ias a~ested immediately after his return to Europe in 

I .. ,an was ?r seven yea~s kept closely confined in a duno-~on 
at Corunna. ..\~Ivarre!l·, wnting under the eye of that r;O\"'erll­
ment, aFdhfor Its purposes, did not dare inscribe on his pages the 
nam,e 0 t e un~appy victim of its injustice. 

"11!le :\Ldasl"";; was thus engaged on the coasts north of .\IIot­
~a, ~IIsa, the commandant of that port, endeavored 10 explo;e the 
i~ri~ltaof Fuca; he, however, penetrated only a few k'guf's with-

, n~ was then forced to return by tllf' ;lj'I"';IJ':UW,' of scurvy 
among Ius crew. One of Ius heutenants Iluill'lll'l had previous­
ly at~empted, with little h~ttC'r"lH;('e", t~ tral'e till.: F"';'gP to its 
t~rnllnatlO~; from the slIght account given of i,;, \'f)yal!" by 
l'\a\ arret'~, It appears that he examined the whl./ U s"l1ll"'rtl shore 
at th~ eastern extremity of which he IliSI'II\'(·]'<·,1 a harbor ralle.1 
by. hun Port Quadm, probably the same afll·rw;,,.,b Hamed Port 
D1scm'PI'!I by Vancouver. 

Tilt; visi~ made to the northwest coast of .\Illcri'·;l, in 1,'.11, hv 
9aptall1 Etl~nne :\T:irriwlId, in the Fn'll<'it merchant .,hip ,""',,fi,I;, 
IS here mentIOned, only because the Introduction, by Fleurieu, to 
the Journal of his Voyage, h2s been already several !illlC'S quoted. 
M~rchand landed on one of the islands of the group now called 
KlI1g George the Third's Archipelago, near MOUIl! ''''all Jacintn 
or Edgecumb, and remained there a fortnight ('ng;'g':cl III trading 
with the natives; after which, he sailed aloug thl! <,,,asts south-

Augusl 
and 
Sept. 

ward to the entrance of Clyoquot bay, a little east of l\olltka, oc- Sept. i. 
casionally landing and making observations, and thence took his 
departure for Chllla. R"spel'tinb' the places thus seen, or any 
other places, indeed, very little information is to be nbtained 
from this joumal, although hundreds of its pages are demted to 
philosophical speculations on the origin and capabilities of the 
northwest Americans, their languages, and political allli religious 
institutions, and on languages and institutions in general. 

In tlIp course of this year, also, no less than seven vessels from 
the United States arrived in the north Pacific, in search of furs. 
Among them were the ship COI/lIII{,i", which returned from Bos­
ton under Captain Gray, and the brig Hope, commanded by Jo­
seph Inaraham, the former mate of the Columbia.' The Journal 
of Capt~n Ingraham, to which reference has been so ?ften rna.de, 
contains minute accounts of occurrences and observatIOns, whICh 

* The others were, the Waskingion, Captain Kendrick, which had remained in 
Ihe Paeiflc since 1788; the Eleonora, Captam Metcalf; the Margaret, CUl'tam Ma­
~ee' the Hancock Captain Crowell; and the Jefferson, Captam Roberts, 

,.0' ,,1 ,. 
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1791. are recorded in a clear and simple manner; and it is illustrated 
by many charts and drawings, all servi~g to prove that the world 
is indebted to the efforts of the AmerIcan fur-traders for much 
information relative to the northwest coasts, which is usually sup­
posed to have been procured originally by the British and Span­
ish navigators_ Of Captain Gray's second voyage to the Pacific, 
we know but little; that little, however, comes from authentic 
sources, and is worthy of being carefully preserved. 

Ingraham sailed from Boston on the 16th of September, 1790; 
in January following he doubled Cape Horn, after stopping at So­
ledad or Port Egrnont, in the Falkland Islands, where he found 
a Spanish garrison; and, in AJ?ril, he discovered the g~oup of ~ix 
small islands, situated nearly 111 the centre of the Pacific, which 
are now called the H'rIShiillftoli Islands by all geographers except 

:\1ay 20_ the British. On the 20th of May the Hope reached Owyhee, 
and on the 29th of June she was anchored in a harbor on the 
southwest side of Queen Charlotte's Island, to which Ingraham 
gave the name of .1l1l!:{/'e's Sound. About this island, and the 
coasts of the continel1t immediately east of it, he rel1lained du­
ring the whole summer; and having collected a large cargo of 
furs, he carried them to Canton in the autumn. 

The Columbia quitted Boston on the 27th of September, 1790, 
?vb,-. and in May of the ensuing year she reached the northwest coast 

of America, a little northward of Capc Mendocino. Salling along 
thc coast towards Nootka., Captain Uray observed an opening, in 
the latitude of 46 degrees If) minutes, from which issued a current 
so strong as to prevent his entrance, although he remained nine 
days in its vicllli~y endeavoring to effect that object. Being at 
length fully conv111ced that he had discovered the mouth of a 
great riYcr, he continued his course towards the north and on 
the 5th of !une arriyed in the harbor of Clyoquot, near'Nootka. 

From thIS place the ColumbIa soon sailed for Queen Charlotte's 
Island, near which she fell in with the Hope, on the 23d of July. 
On the 15th of Aug~st she entered an inlet under the paralle~ of 
54~ degrees, up which she proceeded more than eighty mIles 
towards the northeast; the passage was found to be wide and 
deep throughout this whole distance, and appeared to extend 
much farther in the same direction. Gray, however was unable 
to pursue the ~xamination of i.t, and returned with the persuasion 
that he had discovered the RIO de los Reyes, through whi<::h Ad­
miral Fonte was said to have sailed on his way to the Atlantic, 
in 1640. The passage is that now called the Portland Cal/al. On 

Sept. leaving it, the Columbia returned to Clyoquot, at the entrance of 
which she met the French ship Solide, commanded by Captain 
Marchand, just a.s the latter was shaping her course for China. 
Here Gray and hiS crew passed the winter in a fortified habita­
tion on the shore, to which he gave the name of Fort Defiance. 
Here, also, he built and launched a schooner called the Enter­
prise, the first vessel constructed Oil the nor{hwest side of the 
continent by citizens of the United States. While remaining at 
this place, " Wiccannish, the chief of that district had concerted 
a plan to capture his ship, by bribing a native of Owyhee, whom 
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Gray had :vith him, to wet the priming of all the fire-arms on 1791. 
board, whICh were constantly kept loaded; upon which the chief 
wo~ld easily have overpowered the ship's crew by a number of 
dann.g lt~dJans assembled for the purpose. This project was 
happily discovered; and the Amencans being on their guard, the 
fatal effects of the plan were prevented."" 

Captain John Kendrick, who commanded the Columbia in her 
first voyage to the Pacifi,', had remained in that 'W.!:tll with the 
sloop Washington since IT"~I. In August of 1791, while lying August. 
lt1 :'\()"tka Sound, he had reason to suspect that the Spaniards 
would seize his vessel, in case he should eudeavor to proceed to 
sea; and under this impression, he determined to make his way, 
if possible, through a passage which he believed to exist, from 
the extremity of the harbor northwestward into the l':tI"iJi,·. His 
effort proved successful; and he bestowed upon the channel thlls 
found the name of .lll/sSI/,.fI/l.\·,,/!s ''''·o/ll/{I. This 1""":':2"', called 
by the natives 111(/ss1'l, is not laid down llJl'>I1 rall""lil',r's IJI:tjJ,,; 

an arcoullt of it, ]U)\I'CI'Cr, appears 111 the .1"111'11.1\ of the ~1l1 iI and 
:11"xi"alla, where it is called the !'OSSI/'.!,'!' rif /JIll /Iff L"'1)(/,'I//:I/, 

and il.'< discovery is attributed to the oJliccrs ,,( "f;";"l'ilJa's ,,:"il's, 
who surveyed it in the latter part of the Sallll' mouth, after KCIl<l-
rick had passed through it. , , 

About the SJme time, I~t'll<ln('k purchJsed from :,\j:l'l'llllll<l, 
IVic,,:tlluisll, aud other chiefS, several large trarts of l:llIlli' uear 
Nootka Sound, for which he afterwards exhibIted d""ds SI:!Iif'd, 

or rather IllI/rI,'/,d, by tlit' sal'~S"'S, ~nd witlll"",-,d by 111;'11), fit tiJe 
officers and crew of the \Vashillgt(flJ. '1'111'",; ,j"",j-, 11"'1'" :llitlwll­
ticated 1,\' a notary at \-1:(I'a"; and altl'lIlJ,ts ,\'C'l'!' made at 1,'11 
dOll in! ~~J,;, to sell the lands "lil'pfI'l',1 to have b"l'lI titlis 1"","1)' 
acq\~ired. ~,) lately, illtl",'d, a~ l -.;:;-.;, a memorial was l'l'e,ellll'd 
to the Congress of the l'liilt-d Statl's by the rl'l'rc''''lIt:luv.es ot til<' 
owners and captai II of the Washmgton, I'r:lyllIg tlla! tllelr ,tItle t,) 
these territori,'s lIIio-ht be confirmed or }lurck"ed IJY the ("'I eJ 11-
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ment; and the same claim is now being urged before Congress. 
That the transactions here described between Kendrick and the 
savage chiefs did really take place, there is,no reason to doubt; 
it is, however, scarcely probable that the validIty of the purchases 
will ever be rc,'ngllised by the civilized nation which may here. 
after possess the country adjacent to l'Inntka Sound. 

,Uter purcha-;ing these lands, Kendrick sailed tn the Sandwich 
Islands, and there engaged in a new branch of commerce, of 
which he was the originator. It was the collection and trans­
portation to China of the odoriferous wood called sandal, which 
grows in all the islands of the centre of the Pacific, and is in 
great demand throughout the Celestial Empire. Vancouver con­
sidered the scheme chimerical; the result, howeyer, has proved 
that it was founded on just calculations, as the trade thus opened 
has ever since been prosecuted, and at the present day affords 
employment to many vessels. Kendrick did not live long to 
profit by it; he was killed at Owyhee, in 1793, by the natives. 

The Russians likewise endeavored, at this time, to carry into 
effect their long contemplated voyage of discovery through the 
north Pacific. After four years of preparations, one of the ships, 
built far th,' purpose at Petr,,-Paulawsk, sailed from that place in 
}Iay, 1790, under Captain Joseph Billings, an Englishman, who 
had a('('1)1I1Ixmied Cnnk ill his last voyage, ana had been engaged 
by the Empress to direct this expedition. Billings advanced no 
farther than the vicinity of ,\InUllt Saint Elias, which he reached 
in the Jatt,·)" part of July; thc·re his provisions began to fail, and 
he was in consequence obliged to return to Kamschatka. In the 
following Y"Jr, t\l-n vessels were sent from Petro-Paulowsk, with 
the same ohjects, under Captains Hall and Saretschef; neither of 
which proceeded beyond Unalashka_ A melancholy picture of 
the sufferings experienced in these vessels has been presented by 
~Iartill Sauer, a German, who acted as secretary to the expedi­
tion, in his ll:1lTati\'e published ten years afterwards. Another 
account nf these yoyages has been given by Saretscheff, who im­
putes the failure of the undertaking to the incapacity of Billings_ 

In 17\1"2, many discoveries were made on the northwest coasts 
of America by the British, the Spaniards, and the citizens of the 
l'nited States. 

In the spring of that year Captain Jal?into Caamano, com­
manding the corvette ..trall~fI~lI, and Lieutenants Dionisio Alcala 
(lali'~lln and Cayetano _ Yaldes, with the small sloops Sutil and 
Jk.f"/('(III~I, arrIved :1t :\ontka from Mrxic'n, with orders to exam­
me certam parts of the coast which had not been yisitcd by :\[al­
aspi~la. Galiano and Valdes soon after departed together for the 
StraIt of Fuca, of \I"hich their sur\'r,- will be hereafter described; 
while Caam~nn proceeded to pX~lIniile the numerous openings in 
the land, WIHCh had been observed immediately north and north­
e:1st of Queen ('!Jar!nltr's Island. 

In t~e .discharge of this duty, Caamano displayed great skill 
and activity, as appears from the account of his yoyagc' given by 

• Introduction to the Journal of the SUlil and Mexicana, page 123. 
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::'\aY~rrl:tc, and as i.ndirectly testified by Vancouver. Without 179,2 

presentmg the details of his researches, suffice it to say that he 
explored many of the bays and intricate channels which lie be­
tween the 52d and the 56th parallels of I"titlll\", and minutely 
surveyed the northern sill" of Queen Cl1"rl"tt(> 's "lalld. Some 
of these channels were traced by him to their terminations in the 
land; others being ascertained tn be straits, separating islands 
from each other and from the continent. From his observations, 
added til those of the fur·traders and of the natives, little doubt 
was left of the exisl"ll"C of mallY other islands in that parI of the 
P~l.cifi,·, occupying the position a"i::med to the .I/"chijlll'I~·o oj 
8111/ /,w:;aro, ill the story Ilf Admiral }'''l1te's YOY":!C, 

It should IJl~ observed, hn",c\'er, with regard tn III(' aCC()\\llts nf 
Caalllalill's expedition, that several of tile piae!', visited :ll1rl 
named by him had been surveyed in the prccedill:! year, by the 
fur-traders of the United States, who had also U,'slll\n,d appella­
tions upnn them. Thus the p"rt> 111' ES/I"II,III and ,1/(/:110,(0,1111 
the northern shore of Qucen Ch:lrllIlk's Island, were already fa­
miliarly known to the .-\Illf'ri("alb frequenting tlll'sl' I'llasts as 
JT'lIlrllr!.·'-, ril"e/" and ('rol/'s ,"II 1111 rI. Ingraham has illst'rtp(l 
,'harls and descriptions "I' billil harbors in his journal, wirer;' III' 
pronounces Hancock's fin'r to be better ail''1,tI',l for a settlement 
than any other place "II lhe llorl\r\\,pst SIde ,,1 .\ lllt'n("'. 

An attempt was lil{ewise, about this time, made by the ~1"111-_ 
i~trds to form a settlement all the southern Slit.. of the :-Olr:>lt ,,1 
F\II~a, near its mouth, at a place to \\'hil'h IIII')" t!,t\·c the llame of 
Port .fI,;w/c: UI/li1/I/; but they were SOOIl "I!llg'''\ 10 abandon I!, 

.ill cOllsequence of the insenuity "I' ~he ~ll"hilr:t:!" .~Il\i\ the, dIffi­
culty of obtaining [>Iilvi:<i"ns. TillS [>lal'l' a1l(\ :"""tk". :-O"I111tl 
wl're the 0111y spots north of Port :-;'111 Fr:lllC1S"': on wirlt'h 'Illy 
-establishment was f(jrme~ or atlt IUl'!"'! by the :-01':I~Il'llds; ~ll:j, 
'JS each settlement was t"nnded alter ll,p month 01 ·\I"ri, 1, ,'-d, 
Port :-;:tll Francisco, ill tl~e latitude of :{T degrees ,I~I lll""~:'"'' be­
came, by ,·irllle of the fifth artIcle 01 the ""m't'l1tH'l: of?, .IU., the 
northern limit of the sectIOn of lire Amencall coast exclUSIvely 

belonging to :-;p:til~.. . _ .' , . - A lid 1" 
III tire lIli,I,II,' 01 April ('''pl~\lll ':11,"1111\"('1 arrl\cd all the CO.lst, 1 

Ilear Cape ~lelJ(ln('illi" with his lWd Shl)'" the IJls('()/"IJI/:.c?m­
mande(l by hilllsci f, and the (,/,,,//"1111, "i" Llel1tenant "~lltam 
HrO(l"iItnn. 1'[llI"'I,dillg northward ai""", lit" ~h"n! ~~t.hc !.')tt~: 
Henl, 'It,~ ,'arefully oiJscn'et! ~he part ne~~r the ~3~ t.\l~l~l 011 a~ 
tude where Martin de .\.:!lIllar W'IS Said to h.1H . loun a a~,?~ 
ril'cr'in 1603 alld that l1ear theliitir, where an 01"'11111; was I~I 
down 011 th~ :-'l"ll1ish charts, I"',trill:! the namt" til f\l~; tll'o-'\'1t! 
/{fIIllf' and HIlI/'III/1/ de 1/1'("1'11/. l:,l,},'r the parallel of L deo,r:fs 

.mt{ I):) minutes h,; p:ls,e(l a prnlllnltt,)rr, which he unge~lerou y 
. 11 'd - ('ape ("flJl',1 altl II 1l!C . ..J 1 it c"rr;'sl"'llils pn·cI~ely III SItu~­
~i~newith the dlpe hllfw() Ill' .-\::uil:lr; the rll'cr' WhICh that lW\I-

1 . h nter the ocean near the po .... ition a":;~lgne(t 
• The Umqna and the Klamert, W lIe

l 
~, 'ver are both incomiderable streams. 

by TorquemaJa 10 the mouth u AgUl ar, n , 
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1792, gator was sllppo~ed to ha,ve seen could not be found by t~e E~­
glish, and there IS now lIttle d~ubt that the account of Its dis. 
covery, given by Torquemada,.ls en-oneous. 

VancoU\'er was equally convmced that no great st'ream entered 
the Pacific in the position assigned to the mouth of the Sail 
Roque; in describing ~is search for it he says, (V?l. i, page 209:; 

April2i, "On the ~,th of Apnl, noon brought us up wllh a very con· 
spicuous point of land, composed of a cluster of hummocks, 
moderately high and projecting into the sea. ~n the south 
side of this promontory was the appearance of an mlet or small 
river, the land not indicating it to be of any great extent; nor 
did it seem ;J('C'cssible for vessels of our burthen, as the break· 
ers extended from the above point two or three miles into the 
ocean, until they joined those on the beach nearly four leagues 
farther south. On reference to :Ur. Meares's description* of the 
coast south of this promontory, I was at first induced to believe 
it was Cape • ...,'holllimtrr; but, on ascertaining its latitude, I pre· 
sumed it to be that whIch he calls Cape IJisappointllwnt, and 
the opening south of it f)II'('/ilion Bay. This cape was found 
to be in latitude 46 degrt"'s 1 ~I Illillutes, longitude ~36 degrees I) 
minutes. The sea had now changed from its natural to river­
colored water, the probable ("(I 11 scq uence of some streams falling 
into the bay, or into the ocean north of it, through the low land. 
Not cOllsilkl'ill<,:' this opel/ill!; 11'0rthy!if 'lIIore attention, I contin­
ued our pursuit to the llorth west, being desirous to embrace the 
advantages of tile no\\' prevailing breeze and pleasant weather, so 
favorable to an examination of the coasts." 

April 29, He accordingly sailed onwards, and, on the afternoon of the 
next day but one, he met at the entrance /If the Strait of Fuca 
the American ,hip Columbia, which had Just quitted her winter­
ing place at Clyoquot; her captain, Gray, informed the English 
"of his havingt entered an inlet to the northward, in latitude of 
54k degrees, in whirh he had sailed to the latitud~ of 56 without 
discovering its termination;" and, also, of ,. his having been off 
the mouth of a rh"cr, in the latitude of 46 degrees HI minutes, 
~where th~ outset, or reflux, was so strong as to prevent his enter­
mg [.)r nme days. This was probably," continues Vancouver, 
"the opening passer! hy us on the forenoon of the 27th, and was 
apparently inaccessible, I/ot )i'OIll tlte current, but from the break, 

April 30. er~ that extend across it." On the following day, after parting 
WIth the Columbia, he writes in his journal: "We have now ex· 
plored a part of the American continent, extending nearly !"II'O 

hun~red and fifteen leagues, under the most fortunate andfav(ff(l­
hie circumstances of ll'ind and U'eatlier. So minutely has this ex­
tensive coast been inspected, that the Slllf has bi'ell COIIS/Illltl!! seC/! 
to break 011 its shores, from the mast·head; and it was but in a 
fe,w small intervals only ,,,here our distance precluded its being 
VISible from the deck. It must be considered as a very singular 

• See :\-Jp~He~'" Journal, pag.e H)i~ anrt pa.~e!J3 of Lhis memoir. 
t V anCOUVEr ~ Journal, vol. 1, page:..! I:: . 
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circumstalice, that, in so great an extent of sea-coast, we should 1~9~. 
not untIl ~ow have seen the appearance or any oY€lIillg ill its 2\lov. 

shores, which present~d any certain prospect of affording shelter; 
the whole coast jormtllg fJllt! compact, solid, allfl IICOrll/ slmi!..:id 
I,((rr;er (I':taill:~t the sm. The river mentioned by :'Ilr. Gray,IJ(IIJld, 
from the latitude he assigned to it, have existence in the bay 
south of Cape Disappointment. This WC' passed in the forenoon 
of the ~7(h; and, as I then observed, if any inlet or river should 
be found, it must be a very intricate one, and illwnssi/'/c to res-
sels of our IJllI·thell, olcing to the 1'1'1:/' utilI brof.-,·II u'ater, which 
then appeared in its neighborhood. !'III. (;]''': stated that he had 
been several days attempting to enter it, which at length he was 
unable to effect, in consequence of a very strong outset. This 
is a phenomenon difficult to account for, as in Ill",t ca:;(':;, wiIere 
there are outsets of such strength on a sea· coast, there are corres­
ponding tides setting in. Be that, howeyer, as it Ill")" / Ims tho­
roughly cOl/rillecr!, flS 'Iare also most jJf·r.WJIIS oj ol,.w,,.r,,li,,,, Oil 

bOf/n/, that 'we coulrlllot possiU!/ ha/"(' !IIIS.W·I! (I/I!/ .w~!i' IIflri!..:flIJ/(· 
opcllill!..:·, harbor, or plflce of scellrill/ for shippill!..:·,o" this must. 
from ('upe J/ellf/ociIlO to IIII' I)O)/)/IIII/or!/ of f 'II(SSII, [Capl' Flatte-
ry, at the entrance of the Strait of Fuca; ] nor had we any reason 
to alter our opinions, Il<ItwitiIst"lHlillg that tiI"'Heti",,1 ".-l',,:,.'r:'1,lwr, 
have thought proper to ass('r( in th"t space the ('xi,tc'IWI' Ill' :trlll' 
of the ocean communicating with a mediterranean sea, and ex· 
tensive rivers \I'itlt safe and conH'lli"lIt I'"rts." 

Frolll the above extracts, it is l'\'Jelellt liIat Captain ""111'11\1\'('[ 

pJaced no reliance on th? corre:tness of (;r~l):'s, arrnlllit ot the 
discovery of a great rJ\'er n11lncdJately south III tal''' 11t'''I'i'''lllt­
ment; being satisfied, from IllS (1\\'11 nhSl'ITatInlls, that 1111 sudl 
stream emptied into the nl,(,~lll, and tliat 110 harbo,r or 1'1:(1'(' of,se­
curity for shipping \\'ould be found between l "I'" J\lc'IIt1", 1110 
and the Strait of Fuca. The British commander \\'as, III11r('I Ir('r, 
as his work abundantly sh()\I's, always disinclined til regard WIth 
credit or favor any thing wiIidl might be ca,lculated to ad~-ance 
the reputation or interests IIr the people (It (II(' l'lIlted :-it,atl's, 
Under these impressions, he commenced his survey of th,e :-i~r"lt 
of Fwa; while Gray, confident that he had not L('en. mIstaken, 
was on his way to the mouth o~ the, great flyer, whIch he re-
solved, if possible, to enter With hiS shIp. . 

While proceeding' southward along the coast, after partll1g 

.. Extract ((om tile lo!! hl/o{ I~r thr .dill Clilum/)/'II, ('ol'foin Rohert, ~;roj,.tak(,1/ from 
. tllC ori:.,:; 1111/1)// CIW I"{,":, JJ/lUiflrl/, one /~/ tlu' Oll"ne1'S 0/ t/u' ( 1/ Inll Jltl. 

.... ....;) ~ inIY within :-.lX miles of the Janrl, S~\\' an t:'ntra~ce in the 
I .TJI"!I J,.l /9 ... , A. M.- eO' I"'> d rance of a harbor; luwered away the Jolly-boal, 
same, H hwh had a v~ry bOO, appe: h ::-;hl !'-Iandin~ to anJ 1ro, with a very 
and well' III st"'arch 01 an anchono n hla~e, ~ e tur~erl havil-) ..... found no place where 
~trong weather·current. At 1 P" M. t e oa re h' sh' .~ stood in for the shore. 
thtl ship could anchor wlt,li ~al~'ty; rnla~~1·~~.I\~n b~t~'~e~P the sand bars. At half­
\\"e "'unn ~aw, from uur 1",1 .... ' hi ::1(:, a I ~ .' -.l r liavinO' flOm four tu tight f3lholJ)~, 
past ::J, Lore away, and r,~n ll~ 1~1)11 Il~;~~tt)\;t~~'~~t:t"'ll the bar~, had frurn ten to thirteen 
sandy Ll1t1u1n,i and, as \\l dTL\\ !n 11 bb't stem lVlany canoe~ came all)\lZ'-ldt:', 

[atholl", havJn~ a .very ,,~(}n,g tHle (lft e sa~Jy bottom in a sale harbor, well shd-
At 5 P. M. came to 1fl five latllom:s WI! ef, . , 
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IV1Jy i. 
with Vancouver, the captain of the Colnmbia found and en. 
tereu, on the 7th of May, a harbor near the 47th degree, which 
he pronounces to be "safe, and well sheItere~ from the sea 
by long sand·bars and spits." Here he rema~ned four days, 
and, on leal'ing the place, he bestow!'(l on It the name of 
Bu1jinch's Harbor, in compliment to one of the owners of the 
ship. It is gC'llC'rally distinguished on maps ?)" the appellation 
of Urrtl/s H"r/'"r; ArrO\\'smlth and other Bfltlsh geographers, 
with th'eir usual injustice towards citizens of the United States, 
call it lJ"hirlbl'l/S Harbor, because it was afterwards, as will be 
shown, slll"Yeyc'd by Lieutenant Whidbey, the commander of one 
of VanCOllyer'S yessels. 

From Bulfinch's Harbor the Columbia departed on the 11th, 
and, after a few hours sail, she arrived opposite the Deception 
Bay of Meares, immediately south of his Cape Disappointment 

tered from the sea by long sand· bars and spiIs. Our latitude, observed this day, 
was 4li degrees 5.-; minutes nurth. 

il'lay 1II.-Frc,h breezes and pteasant wtalher; many natives alongside; alnoon, 
all the canoes left us. At I P. M. began to unmoor, took up the best buwer·anchor, 
and hove sbort on Ihe smatl bower·anchor. At balf-past 4, (being high water,) hove 
up tbe anchor, and came to sail and a beating down the harbor. 

"1[,"1 I I.-At half.past ~ we were out clear of the bars, and directed our COUTIe to 
the ,v'utlmard, along shore. At" P. M. the entrance of Bulfinch's harbor bore nOM, 
distallce four miles; the somhern extremity of the land bore south·southeast half 
east, and the northern north-nortt we-.t j sent np the mam top-gallant yard and ~t 
all :-.ail. At 4 A. M. saw the entrance of uur desired port bearing east·southea..'il, diS­

tance six leaguesj in steering ~ail:-:, and hauled our wind in shore. At 8 A. M'I be· 
ing a little to windward of the entrance of the harbor, bore away, and rnn in ei\St· 
northeast he' ween the breakers, having from five to seVt'n fa1 horns of water. When 
we were over the bar, we Juuod thi::; to-be a large river of fresh water, up which we 
steered .\hn.\' canoes came a]ong:-ide. At 1 P. M. cam~ to with the ~mal1 bower, 
in ten fathoms, black and white sand. The entrance belween the bars bore well· 
southwest, distant ten miles; the north side of the ri"cr a hal, mile dist.nt from the 
ship; the south side of the same two and a half miles distance; a village on the 
nurlh side of the river we,t·by·north, distant three-quarters of a mile. Vastnum· 
bers of natives came alongside; people employed in pumping the salt water out of 
our water·casks, in order to filt with fresh, while the ship lIoated in. So ends. 

Jl.JI/!! l:!.-:'vlany natives alongside; 111'1)1), fresh wind; let go the best bower-an­
chor, and veered oul on both cables; >ellt ""wn the main topgallant yard; fined 
up all the water-casks In the hold. The latter part, heavy gales and rainy duty 
weather. 

j/o" 13.-Fresh winds and rainy weathpr; many natives alongside; have up the 
best huwel anchor j seamen and tradesmen at their \tarious depar mtnts. 

,ll"y H.-Fresh gale, and cloudy; many natives alungslde; at noon weighe~ and 
c~me to sail, standing up the river northeast by·east; we found the channel very 
!larrow. _\t ,I P. M. we had sailed upwards of twelve or fifteen miles, when the 
channel was savery narrow that it was almost impo5"ible to keep in it, having from 
three to e,,~hteen fathom~ water, sandy bottom. Al hall~past 4 the ship took ground, 
but she uill not stay long belure she came off, without any assistance. We backed 
her off,. stern foremost, into three fathoms, and let go the small Dower, and moored 
ship "'Ilh kedge and hawser. The jolly boat was sent to sound the cbannel oul, 
but found ,t not na\'I~,lble any further up; so vf COIlTSe we mn,t have taken the 
wrong channel. SI) end,,) with rainy weather j' many natives alongside . 

. Tllesday, May l'J_-Li~ht air. and pleasant weather; manyn"t,,·es fromdilferent 
tflbes eame alon~'I.le. At 10 A. M. unmoored and dropped duwn with the tide to a 
beller anchoflng place: smiths and other tradesmen cunstantly employed. In tbe 
afternoon Captam Gro,' and Mr. Ho-kIn', in the jolly-boat, went on shore to take a 
::,hllrt view of the country. 

Mall 16.-Light airs and cloudy. At 4 A. M. have lip the anchor, and towed down 
about three miles wllh the last of the ebb tide' came into six falhoms sandy boltom, 
the Jolly·boat s0undin~ the channel. At 10 A. ~1. a fresh brEeze came ~p river. With 
the first of the ebb-lide we got under way and beat down river. At 1, (from ilS be-
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The break:rs extending across this bay presented, as they always 1792. 
do, a forrmdable appearance; Gray, however, dashed undaunted-
ly forward, and soon found himself on a broad and rapid river 
the water of which was so perfectly fresh that the casks of th~ 
ship were filled within ten miles of the Pacific. On the 14th he lib,· li. 
ascended the stream by a channel near its northern bank to the 
distance of about twenty miles from its mouth, beyond' which 
the Columbia could not advance on account of the shallowness 
of the water. A t this point he anchored, and remained employed 
in trading with the natives and making repairs until the 18th; !\rOY 18. 
he then sailed down the river, and on the 20th passed the break- May::!O. 
ers, at its entrance, by beating through them, against a head wind, 
into the ocean. 

On leaving the river, Captain (;ray bestowed upon it the name 
of his ship; the extremity of the bl1d, at the southern side of its 
entrance, was called by him Cape " I (/I//IIS, and the appellation of 
Cape Ifrf/l("(W/.- was substituted for that of Cape ])i'~ll'l,oillllll('llt, 
which had been given by l\iearcs to the opposite I')'IJlII<'lltol')" in 
token of the unsuccessful result of his own search. Neither 
Cape Adams nor Cape Hancock is I,) be found on our maps at 
present; and the Columbia is not unfrequently termed the O""!rOIl, 

ing very ~ql1allYl) we came to, ~bout two l"!lilrs from the village, (CliiIfO/lI,",) which 
bart:' we~t-southwl'st i many natIves alongsIde j fre:-.h gales ~nd ~qually. p. 0' 

~11(1I1 l'7.-Ftt',,-h wmcts and squally; many canoes al(lngsl~e; calke,rs cnl~1n1'" the 
pinnae<=' ; seamen paying the ship'::. sIdes with tar; pailller pamtmg ship j smlths and 
I_'a rpl:'lllers at thEir departments... f 

~1l1(!J L~.-Pk<) .... ;:tlJl \I,'f:l1ther. At ~ In th: mornmg b~gan to heave. ahead j at hal ~ 
past came to ~ail, ~!anding down flyer WIth the ebb tIdej at 7 (belllg slack water 
::wd the wind flutlermg-) \\ e came to in five fathoms, sandy bottom; the entran~e be~ 
tlveen the bars bore ::.outhw~st-by west, ?lstaDce thlTIJ milt::-.. The Do~~h pumt of 
the harhu[ bore northwest, (iIsrant [\HI LUlles; the south bore sonthe::l~t, dlslant t~ree 
and a half miles. At 9 a hreeze sprung up fron~ the ea.:tward i took ~p the a~ch,~~ 
and came to sail, but the wind soon came i'lullermg agaw j ('~rn~ to wI,th. t,he k;tI-,,~ 
anrl haw'er' veen"d out finy fathoms. Noon plea::..ant. LatItuae ()], .... ll \ ttl, ·H, (k

d arees li~ m'itlutes north. At] came. to sail with th~ first of the 1,]d,-lld,', an 
Jriftf'd d(,\\"11 hrua(t"licie, WIth light airs anfl stn~ng tHle; al three,qu~r.ters ,!~3."t, 
;1 fre~h wind came from the northward; ,wore ~lllr and sLOo.d IDto.ll..e ll\t'~ fI-"lJn: 
At 1 came to in ~ix HttlwIDsj good holdlDg-ground about ~lX orse\en mIles up, 

lll.lll\' C3.Il\H'~ a!tln~,,!de d I Ih E' l' a number ofeanoes came alung~ 
ll('III~J.~FIL"lJ WI/HI ~r. c earwea ,er .. ,11 .. \ ~ 

5idc-e j ·~t·£~l.lnGe~. a,.n:!'lt~:~~~~nl~i~cel~~h~o~~~~n l:F~~(:{,~ ~I~,I/,:t,~~" ~~f,:,~t~;~\~;e north side of 
ap aln ttl)-., .' hI" P . I 

the entrance r(fjlf'IIII!l{(li/,·; thesont ,Alamsh 111\,] 1 (heinO' ful1:-:ea) took 
ftla1f 2U.-(~f-'ljlk h,'l'f'I'L''; 'land plrasa~t W~:l~i~~~ lAIr 2 ~I~: ~"ind l;ft us, we being 

up ri,e ancho,r :lnd mad~ sale: .s~~n(~~~chO~t on th~ breakf'rs; il W(1:-. now n~t. po:;::.i­
on the bar WIth. a very stron .... tIl e ~ t her acro:-.s Lhe title, ~u we were obliged to 
hie to get out WIlhtJtH a ~r~1.zt tin s~o~he tide rn~ninO' fin~ kIlO'';;, At three qnarter~ 
bring up in thre~ arid a -,a, ~ ~~~~~award' we imt;ediatelr came tu ~ail and beat 
pasl 2 a fre~b wI~c1 ciJ.nl! l~, r .'even fathoms water in the channe1. Al 5 P. M. 
overthebar,ktVln;';!JI,,1l fi\e tu!S d' twe t f~thomswater Ahreeze came 
we \\'1"1"(' (llll, clear f)f all the h:1;S, ~n thl; nortl~~,rard. set'all sail"to the best ad\·an~ 
fr!lln the .... (;111;'\\':1 I'd ,; \~e ~h~~~~e\\s~lt~east, distant thr~e leJgut's i the north extre~4 
tage. At H Cnr£:' H,\JI((II~ 'h b ~t At!) In steerinfT and top-gallant salls. 
it" of Ih,~ hlld III ,:--1-:111 horl' norl ~ y·we:;. b . 

1\ll<llll,..'llt, IJ,~'hl :'IllS. h .;:t hnd in si~'ht Ililre east·:.;ontheast, ~listan~ el,g'ht 
J\JIf !/:2l -AI 6 A. M" t lfa~te:~fl~ 'lilt! li,rllt :--Inr :-;:lil~. At 11 set stet'rlllg.sa~s \;re 

leagues. At 7 set t~~a~~ aoreeabie
L 

\\'t'(ltl~cr Thl' entrance of Bulfinch's ar or 
alld aft. NOO"b' pie "t I If~ast distant fin lco~ue8. 
bore southeast .. y·eas 1il , 
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1792, npon the strength of some vague ~md erroneous rumors which 
Captain Carver collected, or pretended to llal'l' collected, in 1766, 
among the Indians near LtI,t' Superior, respecting a river Orc'l;l)n, 
rising in the vicinity of the sources of the ~Iississippi and H"li 
Hi",'rs, and emptying into the Pacific near the Strait of Fuca 
It mllst, however, be acknowledged that Ort',~nll is, in all reo 
spects, a more convenient and distiuctiyc name than the other; 
and it has, moreover, the merit of euphoniousness. 

Such were the principal circumstances attending the discovery 
of the great ril'er of ;\orthwest :\merica, a discovery far more im. 
portant in its results than auy other one relating to that part of 
the world, inasmuch as it has afforded the means of communica· 
tion between the ocean and every section of one of the most fer· 
tile and valuable regions west of the Rocky Mountains. It has 
already been shown that the opening in the coast, by which Gray 
entered the stream, was first seen in 1775 by the Spanish naviga· 
tor IIeceta; that it was examined in 17SS by Jleares, who quil. 
ted it with the conviction that no river passed through it into 
the ocean; and that this last opinion was adopted without quali. 
fication by Yancouver, aftf'r he had minutely explored that part 
of the coast, "under the most favorable conditions of wind and 
weather." Had riot Gray returned to the search, after meeting 
with the English ships, the existence of the great river would 
doubtless have remained unknown for a much longer time, as 
the assertions of YancoUl'er that 110 opellill~'" harbor, or place of 
1'1/11',:1' for t'essels, /l'a8 to be fOU/1I1 bet Iree 1/ ('ape j ll'ndocino and 
the ,""'tmit '-!! PUCII, alld that tlte coast withill those lil!lits "Jol'liled 
0/1,' compoct, sofid, (lml /luldy :;t)'ui::-ht olll'l'il')' (/!.:'(/ills! the sea," 
would have prel'enteLl allY attempt from LLill3 made to examine 
the shores, or eyen to approach them. 
Wi~h re;art1 to the oriC"inality of Gray's discovery, .:IIr. Irving 

says, III his ,b(nria: ~ "Tile existence of this river, however, was 
known long before the visi ts of Gray and Yancou vel'; but the in· 
formation concerning it was vague and indefinite, being gathered 
from the reports of the Indians. It was spoken of by travellers as 
the Oregon, and as the Great River of the W cst. A Spanish ship 
IS Said to have been wrecked at its mouth, seyeral of the crew of 
which Ii yed for some time among the natives." ,l' pon these as· 
sertlOns no remark will be made, except by expressing a hope 
that they may be omitted in future editions of Astoria, or that the 
author 'II'ill state more particularly what traveller hefore 17\1:2 has 
described a great river ill Xorthwest America which can be 
identified with the Columbia; and when the Spanish ship was 
wrecked at the mouth of that stream. 

The plenipotentiaries of the British Gn\'ernment, in a State· 
mentt presented by them to the minister of the United States, 
durmg a negotiation relative to Xnrtl!\\'t'st America in lS:2G, hal'e 
endeavored to secure the merit of the discovery of the Columbia 

• Vol. i, page 35, 
t See do\,uments in relation to the huu ,darv of the U,"ted Slate> west of the 

Rocky ;\loulltalO5i, accompanying the Pre~ deni's me~sa.;e of December l2
J 

18~'7. 
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to-:-J1r'flrf's! Their acc?unt of th,e circnmstances is worthy of li9~ 
belllg extracted, as affordlllg a specImen of the manner in which 
facts are related, and deductions are drawn from them, In that 
state~ent th~ p~enipotentiaries say: 

"[,reat Bntall1 can show that in 1 7~", that is, four years be­
for~ Gray entered the mouth of the Columbia River, :'Ill'. :'IIt;ares, 
a h~ute~lant of the royal .navy, who,had been sent by the East 
India COIIIl':JIIY on a tradlllg expedItIOn to the northwest coast of 
Alllcrira, had alr2:1I1r minutely explored that coast from the 49th 
to the 1,"tl" d"6"T"" 01: nort~ latitude; had taken for~al possession 
of the :-itralts "t 1)" 1· liI'a, 111 the name of his So\'en,i!j'll; had pur­
chased land, trafficked, and formed treaties with the natives; and 
had actually entered the Bay of the COlllllll,i:l, to the northern 
headland of which he gave the name of ('ap" ilis:1PPllllltllll'llt­
a name which it bears to this day. 

"Dixon, Scott, Duncan, ~tr:llIge, and other private British tra­
ders, had also visited these sllllres and countries several ye,lrs 
before (;ray; but the single exampk of :\Tran's suffices til quash 
Gray's dailll to prior discovery. To the other wl\'igatl'l's above 
mentioned, therefore, it. is unnecessary tn refer more particularly. 

"It may be worth while, however, to o\;sen"', with regard to 
}Iemf's, that his ;U'COllllt of his voyages was published in Lon­
don in A lIgust, 17\10; that is, two yt;ars before Gray is '-'I'('ll pre­
tended to have entered the C"hllllhia, 

"To that account are appended, first, extracts from his log­
book; secondly, maps of the coasts and harbors which he visited, 
in which every part of the Cllast ill 'IU('stillll, including the Bay 
of the Columbia, (into which till' log ('XI'l'!'ss'y ,tales that :'Ilmrl's 
entered,) is minutely laid down, its delineation tallying ill alm?st 
every particular with Vallrou\'('r'~ SUbSl'qlll'lIt :un'cy, and WIth 
the description fiHlud in all the bpst maps ot that 'part of the 
world, adopted at this mom~nt; thIrdly, the aCCOU!]t III quc"tlllll 
actually "lIlltains an engravlllg, dated 111 AUgll.,t, 1, \111, III till' l'll­
trance of De Fuca's Straits, executed after a d"Slgll taJ{en III June, 
171-11-1, I,y 'Teares himself. , " " 

"Witl! these physical eVIdences of authentICIty, It IS as need­
less to contend for, as it is impossible to cOlltTOn'rt, the truth of 
Meares's statement. _ . , 

"It lVas only on the 17th of September, I. '~''', that the \\ ash­
ill'rtl'n commanded by Mr. Gray, first made her appearance at 

Ngotk~. , b G 
" If, therefore, any claim to these countries, as etll-(','n, reat_ 

Britain and the United States, is to be deduced from pnopty oi 
the discovery, the above exposition of dates and facts ,suffices to 
establish that claim in t:ll'or of Great Bntalll on a baSIS (,'" firm 

to be shaken. . fi d' I ' If 
" It must, indeed, be adn~itted, that ]\II'. (,m)" n Illg !Imse 

in the bay formed by the discharge of the, waters o~ thl' Colum-

b ' ' t the P~cific was the first to ascertalll that thIS bay formed 
la 111 0 -" , 'h d d L' the outlet of a great river; a dIscovery whIch a escape leu-

tenant Meares, when in 1788, four years before, he entered the 

same bay." 
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l~n In reply.to which, it will be unnecessary to do more than refer 
to the words of Meares himself, as contained in his Journal, and 
as prcyiously quoted in this memoir, page ~I:J, where he declares 
that he sought for the River Saint Roc, laid down on the Span. 
ish maps as entering the Pacific about the latitude of 46 degrees 
10 minutes; that he entered a bay in that latitude, and became 
convinced from his examinations that no such river existed; and 
that, in token of the unsuccessfulness of his search, he had called 
the bay Jj(('fptilJl/ nil!!, and the headland on its northern side 
O'pc DisappfJintmellt. That" l\If. Gray was the first to ascer. 
taill that this bay formed the outlet of a great river," is all that 
is claimed for him; for that ascertainm€/d constituted the dis. 
covery of the Columbia, which had undoubtedly" escaped Lieu· 
tenant JIearcs, when in 11~8, four years before, he entered the 
same bay." 

May. From the Columbia river, Gray sailed to the part of the sea 
between Queen Charlotte's Island and the continent, the coasts 
of \vhich were then Illuch frequented by the fur-traders, particu. 
larly by those from the United States. In the northern part of 
this sea, his ship suddenly struck upon a rock, while she was 
under full sail, and \I' as near foundering in consequence; she, 
however, succeeded in reaching Nootka Sound on the 21st of 
July, where the damage was soon repaired. At Nootka, Grar 
found in command of the Spanish establishment Don Juan 
Francisco de la Bodega y Quadra, who had arrived from Mexi· 
co in the capacity of commissioner, to surrender to Vancouver 
the lands and buildillgs designated in the first article of the con· 
vention of October, 1/90. To this officer the American captain 
immediately communicated the results of his examinations, which 
were substantiated by charts of Bulfinch', harbor and of the Cn· 
lumbia river; and he thus fortunately secured an unimpeachable 
witness in support of his claims to the discovery of those places. 

Meanwhile the surveys of the Strait of Fuca were in prog· 
ress. From Cape Flattery, the point at the southern side of its 

May l. entrance, Yancouver took his departure on the 1st of May, and 
sailed along its southern shore eastward, to the distance of about 
a hundred miles, where he found a secure harbor, named by him 
Port IJis{"(m'l'I/, and a little farther on a wide bay, with passages 
extending from it in various directions. He first entered a pas· 
sage opening towards the south, which he named . I rlllliralty Ill' 
let, and explored it to its termination, about a hundred miles from 
the strait, in a .bay called by him J'uget's Sound, in complime~t 
to one of the Iteutenants of the Discovery. After surveying thIS 
~m completely, the officers of both ships landed at a spot ~ear 
Its e~trance, on the 4th of June, the birthday of their SovereIen, 
and III his name took possession, "with the usual formalitIes, 
of.all that part of Xew ~lbion, from the latitude of 39 degrees 20 
mlllutes south, and longitude 236 degrees 26 minutes east, to the 
entrance of the inlet of the S€a, said to be the supposed Strait of 
Ju.an de ~uca, as als? of all the, coasts, islands, &c., withm the 
said str~lt, and both Its shores;" to which region they gave. th.e 
appellatIOn of New Geor«ia. With regard to this cere)llony It 
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may b.e observed, that, although llJxal officers are not expected to ),92. 
b,e mUlUtely acquamted with diplomatic affairs, yet Captain 
vancouver, who was sent to the north Paeific to €lJti-Jf<:': the con­
vention of October, 17QU, should have recollected that by the 
stipulations of that convention, f:\'f:ry part of the northw~st coast 
of America was rendered free and open for trade or settlement to 
Spanish as wel~ as British subjects; and that, consequently, no 
clalln of sovereignty Oil the part of either of those nations could 
be valid over any section of the terri(()rv. 

After exploring to their terminatiolls,' in like manner, mallY in-
lets on the eastern and southern sides of the bay, the British 
passed by an opening towards the northwest, into another ex­
tensive arm of the sea, where they unexpectedly Illet with two June n 
other vessels. TIll'S" were the Spanish schooners Stltil and\I,'x-
icana, commanded by Lieutenants Ualialll) anu \ctl.!es, who had, 
as before mentioned, Left Nootka on the 4th of JUlie, and had ad­
vanced thus far on their surl'ey (jf the strait, along its northern 
shores. The meeting between the tWI) I'arti,,, \\'as doubtless 
vexatious to both; they, however, tn'atl'll eal'h other with great 
civility, mutually exhibiting their chart,s, and comparing their 
observations; and having "~reed (0 uuit<: their labors, tIll'), 1'''11-

tinued in cOllllxlllY nearly a ~nonth, during which they Illillutely 
explored the shores of the exl<:llsi H' ann of the sva above lIlen­
tioned, called by the Spaniards {'II/lit! rle/ U"suri" , ami by the 
English the Gul:f l!l UI'lIr!!,'i". From the nortliwl's\l:rIl l'X~rl'llllty J,tll'j:; 

of this gulf, the 13ritish, taking kIn' of tlll'lr Spalllsil fnends, 
passed through a long an0 intricate cha!mel, called by themJollII­
stone's ,,,'trait, westward mto the l'aeJl ... , which they l'lllcll'll O~l 
the 10th of Augllst, lll'ar the ;')\,t I'cll'alkl, by QUI'I'I/ {'h"dol/I' S AI1~"'I. 
or /Yill{lInrS ,,,'''/lilli, about one hlllldrl'.! ;Ind twenty miles north 
of Nootka. . ' 

On the :2~tl! of the same month \';lllcoU\'l'r ar!lved at :\o,'tka, 
where he communicated to the Spanish commlsslO,ner, ({,ll;~dr:t, 
the fact thus established by hilll: that the supposed :-Itr;ul "1,1' t,l.' ,( 

I m of the l )'wlll<' separatlllO' tWill the ,\1l1Lll' ,\II was rnereyan ar ,. ',' ."" h ._ 
continent a great i,lallll, on the western Side ot which t e tem 
tory then occupied by the Spaniards, and cianned by the Bntls~, 
was situated. The fact being admitted by Quadra,.the tw~ "~l: 
eeL'; a reed that the island should bear the.na~es of them ot , 

d itghas accordingly ever since been dlstlllgUislied on ,maps ~y. 
an . II t' of Q(lIUIJ'lI and 1111(101// U the 10nO' and illCll1l \Tllll'llt appe a IOn 'I h t t 

and "which it will scarcely be allowed to retam w len t a par 
Isl , ld b ettled by a civilized 1"'''1'1<', In Justice to 
of the wor e?OllleS s ,'1/11('(11/1'11'" is/I/I/II. 
the British navigator, l( shoulld

l 
be , t ed the Pacific by the 

The Sutil and MexlcanCl I (eWlse en ,er, d t ted 
same channel through whiclh \ aW~~)U\d'el~~ ~::(;t~t.lawE:~~er~he; 

d tl 30th of AuO'ust t ley arnve ~ " , I" f 
an on 1e "h 4th of Scp('lldJl'r. The J"Ul'lla 0 
sailed for Monterey, on t foe h~ve been so frequently made 
their voyage, to which re erences 

I f 340 pages with an atlas of seventeen plates . 
.. In one vo . octavo 0 J 
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1792. in the foregoing pages, was published at ~adri.d in 1802, by order 
of the Spanish Governmellt, under the dIrectIOn of Don Martin 
Fernandez de Navarrete, the chief of the Hydrographical Depart. 
l1ll'nt, who prefixed to it an Introduction containing an historical 
sketch of the discoveries of the Spaniards upon the west coast of 
l\orth America. 'Phis Introduction, occupying nearly the half of 
the work, is the only part of'it which has any value; the meagre 
and uninteresting details furnished by Galiano and Valdes being 
entirely superseded by the ample and luminous accounts of Van· 
("nUl'(,\". The statements of Navarrete, in his historical sketch, 
are deri ved from original sources; and he has conveyed to the 
world information 011 various points relating to the northwest 
coasts, whIch would otherwise have remained buried in the ar· 
chiyes of the Coull"il of the Indies. The work should, however, 
be read with much caution, as it abounds in errors, the greater 
number of which are evidently not the results either of ignorance 
or of accident; while false impressions are attempted to be made 
in almost e\'ery page, by the studied silence of the writer with 
regard to facts contrary to the views or objects of those by whose 
orders it was published. 

Aug. 30. Immediately after the arrival of Vancouver at Nootka, negotia. 
tions were comm(,IH'ed between him and Quadra respecting the 
tramfh of the territories claimed by Great Britain. The whole 
object of the busilll'sS was to ascertain what lands on tlte north· 
U'!'st ("Ollst (~l A IJIcriwll'!'re in the possession of Brit·ish sulljects, 

Sept. 
and what hlli/rlill!;", /1"1'1"1' stmll/illg OIl those lands ill 31"1/, 17!:l9, 
1chl'Il thl' ,"j)(flliardsjirst occupied N(JOtk,/, For the determination 
of these questions the commissioners were, or appeared to be, as 
before said, entirely unprovided with instructions from theidi,,\"· 
ernments; and they were thus left to form their own conclusions, 
upon such e\"idence as they could collect. 

With this "iew Quadra had first applied to Maquinna and his 
principal men, who denied that any lands had been bought, or 
any houses had been built, by the English at Nootka, in 17!:l9, or 
at any other time. As the testimony of the savages, however, 
could not be considered of much value, the Spaniard addressed 
his inqn!:ies, as above mentioned, to Messrs, Gray and Ingraham, 
and to \ lana, the Portuguese captain or mate of the Iphigema, 
all of whom happened to be at N{)otka in the summer of 1792. 
The American captains sent in reply a long and circumstantial 
account' of all the occurrences connected with the subject of the 
dISCUSSIOn, whIch they had themselves witnessed, In it they 
declare, that although they had remained at Nootka nine months, 
(!nclllding the period ,of the arrival of Martinez,) during which 
tIme they were III habIts of constant intercourse with Maqumna 
and his people, ~~ey had ,never heard of any purchase of land on 
the coast by Hntlsh subJects; and that the only building seen 
by them, when they reached the sound, was a hut consisting of 
rough posts, covered with boards made by the Indians, which 

• See Appendix-[D.] 



had been entirely destr~yed bef~re the entrance of the Spaniards. 1792. 
These statements were m all pomts confirmed by those of Yiana' Septemb, 
a~d the Spanish commissioner was thereupon led to the conclu: 
slOn, that no lands '/N'/"(: to be rcslrJlwi, and no {'uilr/illf/s to be re­
placed, by '''iJ{(in. A communication to that elI"ect was in conse­
quence addressed by him to Vancouver, soon after the arrival of 
the latter at Nootka, accompanied by cupic,'i of the letters rccpi\'cd 
~om U~ay and Ingraham and Viana. He, however, at the same 
tune offered, for the sake of removing all causes of disagreement 
between the two nations, to surrender to the English the small 
spot of ground on Friendly Cove, which had been temporarily 
occupied by Meares, to give up for their use the houses and cul-
tivated lands, and to retire to the Strait of Fuca; with the un­
derstanding, that this cession was not tn affect the rights of his 
Catholic Majesty to the dominion of the territory, and that .\'ontka 
was to be considered as the most northern settlement of the Span-
iards, to whom the whole coast and country lying south of it be-
longed exclusively. 

Vancouver, on the other hand, had thought proper to construe 
the first article of the COIl\'f~IJtion of li00 as giving to his coun­
trymcn possession of tlte 1rho/r· fr·rriforlj S/lr/'{J/!/lIlill!:' ~ Y""I/'-" and 
Ctyoquotj and he therefore refused to re<:ei\"~ what \\'as offered by 
Quadra, declaring, with regard to the cnn<"itulill!,5 part of the 
Spaniard's proposition, that he was ,not authol'iz,·rl t .. enter intn 
any discussion as to the riu;hts or claIms of the !'l·SjWr·tt\'<: natlr rllS, 
III this conviction he was- supporteu by the c\'ld"IW" rrf HrrlrrTt 
1 Juftin the former lllate of the Argonaut, who happened tn arrive 
at \'()o;ka while the neaotiation \\-as in »ltI!,;J't·", This person, 
in a letter of which Ya~[l'()u v,'r gives a 'Yllrrl'sis in his journal, 
stated-that he had himself been present ill ~Iay, l,~~, at the pur­
chase by "'leares, from Meltluinlla, of the, whole of the,lanu forlll­
ing Friendly Co\'e, Kootka S"Ullll, lor eight sheets 01 ('~ri'jrr'r and 
some triflino- thin"s; that the pUl'I:hasI' was made 111 Ius Brtlall­
nie Majesty'?s na~e, and under the British flag; and lktt houses 
and sheds were built on the spot by .'I,'ares, who left them 111 

good repair on his departure for China~ though he (Duffin) un­
derstood that no vestige of tllese bUlldll1gs rcmallled when the 
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Spaniards took possession of the sound. " 
Upon the strength of this evidence, Captalll 'ancnlln'r pro­

nounced the assertions of ::Uessrs, Gray and Ingraham to be en­
tirely false; and he takes occasioll, ill several pa~ts of hiS Journal, 
to animadvert in severe language upon wha,t he IS pleased t? term 
"the wilful misrepresentatIOns of the Amencans, to the preJudice 
of British subjects." Means ha~e already been afforded In the 

receding chapter for judglllg With regar~ to the probability of 
fhe truth of Duffin's assertions; and some Idea may be formed of 
the extent of Captain Vancouver's candor, by co~npanllg t~~ l~t-

f G and Inaraham, as given III the Appendlx,,[D,] Wit t e 
ter ~ si:arf it contained ill the journal of the Ell~hsh llav~gator. 
~r~vJI thus be seen, that in Vancouver's synopsIs the eVIget~c~ 

, s is arbled in the most unfaIr manner ;, an a 
ofhthe Amencladntendgto place the British or their cause III an un­w atever cou 

10 
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I'j'9~. favorable JjO'ht, is made to disappear by artful suppressions and 
Septemb. altpratinns. "The bitterness of Vancouver towards Gray and In· 

graham may, perhaps, b~ acc~nmted for, in part at least, by the 
circumstance, that nil his amval at :\notka he learned the suc­
cess of (:rav's search for a great river, on th .. very coast which he 
had himseif, diligently, a, he thought, but vainly, explored with 
the same object. 

The negotiations'*' between the commissioners were continued 
during the greater part of September; until at ~engt~, finding it 
impossible to effect any arrangement of the busmess mtrusted to 
tlwl11, they agreed to submit the whole affair, with such addi· 
tional information as they had been able tt'! obtain, to their re-

• The preceding sketch of the negotiation between Vancou'rer and Quadra is de­
rived from the journals of Vancouver, Gallano and Valdes, and Ingraham. Ingra. 
ham obtained hI' information principally from 1\1r. Howel, the supercargo of the 
AmcfJcan brig Margaret, (i'le\'iously a clergyman of the Church uf England,) who 
acted ~~ translator for the Spall ish commisslUner, and saw the whole of the corres· 
pondence. He drew up f(~r itlgraham a written :o.l.atement, whic,h is, given at length 
III the journal of the AmerIcan caplam, and of which the followmg IS an extract: 

" The indefinile mude of expressiun adopted by iVIes.;rs. Fitzberbert and Flond. 
Blanca did not affix ""y boundaries to tbe cession expected by Oreat Britain; wbat 
the buildings were, or what was the extent of the tract of land to be restored, the 
plenipotentiaries did not think proper to determille. DOll Juan Franci,co, having 
no better guide, collected the be.t evidence he could procure, and that could enable 
him to determine what were the lands and buihlings of whit h tbe British subjects 
were di<possessed, and which the tenor of the lir.t article of the convention alone 
authorized him to restore. The result of this investigation, in which he was much 
aided by your communication, supported by the uniform declarations of .\Iaquinna 
and his tribe, suiliciently evinced that the tract was a small corner of Friendly Cove, 
and, tu u,e the words of Captain Vancouver, little more than a hundred yards in el­
tent any way j and the budding'S, according to your information, dwindled to one 
hut. ~dior Q.ul:uira, having ascertained the lImits usually occupied by Mr. Meares 
or his servants, w"' ever ready to deliver it in behalf of h,S Calh0lic Majesty to "ny 
envoy from the llritish Clllln. Cll'tain Vancouver arrived at ;\'uolka Sound in tbe 
lalter end of August i and Senor U.lladra wrote to him on the subject of their re­
spective ordersl anti enclosed your letterl tn~('ther 'with one fr(lm a Captain Vianal a 
Portuguese, who P""ct! as caplain of the Iphigenia, when she was detained by the 
Spaniards. Don Jnan Flanclsco, in his leller, avowed his readiness to put Captain 
Yancouycr in pos~esslOn of the tract of land where Mr. l'-Iearesls hOl1~e once slood, 
which alone could be that ceded to Great Britain hl'the eonveution. Senor Quadra 
offered, likewise, tu leave for hi, accommodation ail the houses, gardens, &c., which 
had been made at the expense of his Catholic Majesty, "' he intended leavmg the 
port Immediately. In tbe same letter, he tendered Captain Vaneounr "lfers of 
every ~en·ice and a~~i"tance which hospitality Of benevolence could dictate. Cap­
tain Y:1I1 1_'Ulln-r, in feplYl gratefully acknowledged the intended fayors but entirely 
dissl'lllt'd frulll the boundaries. affixed by Stiior Q.uadra to the tract of l~nd, of which 
~e was to receive tbtl P( ~."ps.~lOn and property j and in pur~uance of hh directions, 
Illterpreted rhe Ii"t anicle as a cession of thiS port, viz: Nootka Sound,in toto, to­
g£tiu:r1Vilh CII/:'~Il"I?r Port Cox. He disclaimed all retrospective discussion of the 
!Ight~, prete.n~I~n"1 &r'._'. of the two r.ourt~, :;tnd also of the actua~ possesslOlls of.Bnt~ 
~sh subjects III Noutk:1 ~(lul\d, deemIng Jt 1Trele\~ant to the bustne~" he was author .. 
lzed to transact, aud only to be settled by the respective Monarchs. The letters 
which lollowed o~ both sides were merely a rei~eration of the foregoing proposal. 
and demands. SenorQuadra mViled to a dlscusswn oftbe boundaries &c. and sup· 
ported his e"idence with well-grounded rea$oning; yet Captain Vancbuve~ .teadily 
adhe~e.d to the demands he lirst made, and refused every kind of discussion. Tbe 
delinHive letter from Selior Quadra was transmitted on the 15th of September; but 
It bemg of the same natnre Wlth the precedmg ones, Captain Vancouver only re­
plIed by a repetltlOn of hiS former avowal, and infur ming the Spanish commandant 
that be eonld rece,Ve on the part of. hiS master, the Kin" of Bril~in, no other tern· 
to.nes than tbose he had pam ted out III hrs other letters, wltb which, if Sefior Quadra 
did not .comply, he must retain them for his Catholic Majesty until the respective 
Courts should determme what further proceedmgs they might deem necessary." 
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spectnre Governments and t . Ii . 

Lcin 0" in the mean time 0 aWdalt jurther mstructions; :'I0otb, 1792. 

co' ., Consl erel as a "panish t \' 

Conver accordinglV despatched one fh' I'" por. an-

'vith t " 0 IS leutenallts to Ella-land 

' accounts 0 the tral1~~('tinll" and in th I '. . ",' 

h~ sailed «l\\'anls the so~th widl tl ,e ear y part of Uctober Oct. E 

hiS own ship th Ch th' lfee ,essels-the J »),r""('l"]" , 

, e a am comm~nded by L' t 1) " 

ton; and the Dmdalus which h leu enant D)"I'll::ll' 

Lieutenant ·VVhidbe 'Ab ' ad rec~ntly Jnlnrd hIm nl111(>f 

p t d £""\T Y', out the same time C;lpt~ill qlwrln de­

cgrJ: or - ,olltel"f~y, leavmg the settlement at :\(Jotkrl undp~ the 

H a ge ,of r lIbbn; and the AJIJ('rieali ship Columbia and briO" 

ore directed \):I!lr Course homeward hl- "';1,- of 1.':1l11"1!. " 

J .' anhcouvcr quItted :\nntka on the ]:-)tll of ("'lol,,'r t·d'"I·Jl" \"I'th 

11m carts d I " f . '. -, 1),.1. n 

b C .~,,' ahn (escnptlOns? the harbor all,i river dis('tI\,,']"f'f] 

y >1. ,I I~ t e prr'rcdlllee ~pnL of which he had recei\'ed rll Ii,'" 

fronl the ~J>alll'h ('nHIIIlI,'IIlI"'r Qua(lr~ (Ill the J "II I ' T) .1 
h ' (- u. ,~ I le 1(\'-1(' 1/'( 

t e el~trance ?fBulfir:'~h 's I-hrh"r, to explore which h .. det~ched 

LlE'utenant \\ )lId)",v 111 the j)(f',hl\J' while he hl'ms If, ! I 

'h hI' , ., e pi< I(~('('( t'( 

Wit t e ot ler ye~,,+.;. to thr mouth of the ('r>lultd,iCJ, llltn that 

Ylver the Chatham, With great difficulty, penetrated on the ltlth . 

. rhe J), '('on'ry was unable to <']"(1."" the bar, and Y;lJJI'on v('r, be­

Il!g COllYJwed f~om hiS observations that the stream '1':\, ilt~~"(,'­

sl?le to large ShipS, "except in nnv fine weather with moderate 

Winds and a smooth sea," he ~aile,[ to the ).;1)" nf','-'llll Frllw'i,,'", 

where .he hac! ordered the other officers tn joill him in case ',!" 

seraratlon. In Dec!Omber fiJlIowin:.( the whnk squadron was re­

ul11ted at Monterey, where \\ i1i,lI)1'Y and Hrulleeiltlill pr"'''Il\I;d 

the reports of their "}"'en'atinn,,. 

Whidbey's account of Bulfinch's Harbor was le8s h\'o]";J},]p 

than than of (~r;ly, Frnlll the slatcIl1I'll ts of both, It()w~\"('r, it 

appears that the j,[arr 1'":""'ss"s a(h'~ltt;\ee"s which must rcnlipr it 

important, WhE'IWF'r tl", surrounding n'~i"ll becomes settled. It 

affords a safe retreat for small Y('ss<'is, ;111<[ tllCre are s('\,('1';11 ~P()t~ 

on its shore where boats may bill! withnut diinculty: JlJ"J'I'II\"('r, 

it is the nnly harbor on the coast, between C';qlt' :\jr'lJd, ... ino and 

the :'->1 r;lit of Fuca, ,'s('cpt the month of till' I 'nl\Jlrlilia: and under 

such circumstances, la),u]" and illgC'llllitr will certailIly be Clll­

ployed to coneet and improve what natnre has offered. It has 

been already rPITlarked, that the place is eel'1lI"]"ally di"till!.!ui,.;)wti 

on British, and even on American maps, as II J,irl/II I/'S fl"rllI'", 

although Vancouver himself has not I'r~telllll'd to withhold from 

Gray the merit of discovering it. 

Broughton, as befi)fe mentioned, entered the l'nllllll)>J:l with 0<:1. co, 

the Chatham on the :lOth of October; and he there, to Ius ~ur-

prise, found Iyin;:it anchor the brig )"1111)", from Bristol: which 

had sailed from Snntb I"lll\md a few d:iYs prevIOus. :-;rar<'I.'i)" 

had the Chatham effected an entrance, ere she ran agrollnll; nud 

the channel proved to be so intr!cate, that Broughton determined 

to leave his vessel about four mlles from the mouth, and W pro- Oel. ~1. 

ceed up the stream in his cutter. A few words '~ill suffice wit,h 

regard to his survey, of which a long and detailed account IS 

given in the second volume of Vancouver's Journal. 

The portion of the Columbia near the sea was found by the 
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explorers to be about seven l:uiles in width; ,its depth ~arie~ from 
two fathoms to eight; and It was crossed In every dlfectlOn by 
shoals, which must always render the navigation difficult, even 
by small vessels. Higher up, the. str~am became narrower, and 
at the distance of twenty.five miles Its breadth did not exceed 
a thousand yards. These circumstances were considered by 
Broughton and Vancouver as authorizing them .to assume that 
the true entrance of the river was at the last-mentIOned pomt, and 
that the waters between it and the ocean constituted an inlAt or 
sound. From the extremity of this iI/1ft, the party rowed eighty. 
four miles up the ril'er, in a southwest course, to a bend, where 
the current being so rapid as to prevent them from advancing 
without great labor, they abandoned the survey and returned to 
their vessel. The angle of land around which the river flowed, 
and where their progress was arrested, received the appellation 
of Point rail COli L'1'r ; the part of the inlet where the ship Colum· 
bia lay at anchor during her visit, was called Gray's Bay; and 
that immediately within Cape Disappointment was named Ba· 
ker's Bay, in compliment to the captain of the Jenny. On the 
10th of November the Chatham quitted the Columbia, in com­
pany with the Jenny, and arrived at the Bay of San Francisco 
before the end of the month. 

The distinction which Vancouver and Broughton have thus 
endeavored to establish between the upper and the lower parts of 
the Columbia is entirely destitute of foundation, and at variance 
with the principles upon which our whole geographical nomen­
clature is formed. Inlets and sounds are arms of the sea, running 
up into the land; and their waters, being supplied from the sea, 
are necessarily salt. The waters of the Columbia are, on the 
contrary, fresh and potable within ten miles of the Pacific; their 
volume, and the impetuosity of their current, being 8ufficien~ to 
prevent the farther mgress of the ocean billows. The question 
appears, at first, to be of no consequence; the following extract 
from Vancouver's Journal will, however, serve to' show that the 
quibble was devised by the British navigators, with the unwor­
thy object of depriving Captain Gray of the merits of his discov­
ery: "Previously to his [Broughton's] departure, he formally 
took possession of the river, and the country in its vicinity, in 
his Britannic Majesty's name, having every reason to believe that 
the sulljects of no other civilized nation or State had ever entered 
this river before. In this opinion he was confirmed by Mr. Gray's 
sketch, in which it does not appear that llir. Gray either saw, or 
ever leas withinfive leagues 0/ its entrance." Comments on this 
passage are needless. 

From the Bay of San Francisco, Vancouver despatched Lieu­
tenant Broughton to Europe, by way of Mexico with further com­
munications to his Government respecting the transfer of Nootlm; 
and he then proceeded with his vessels to the Sandwich Islands, 
the importance of which, as places of resort for obtaining repair~ 
and refreshments, began by .that time to be properly estimate~. 
l;Ie there .succeeded m eifectlllg a peace, and reciprocal recogru­
tlons of mdependence, between Tamahamaha, the celebrated 
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chief of Owyhee, and Titeree, the sovereign of the other islands; l'm:!. and he also caused the execution of several of the natives who had been delivered up to him as the murderers of two oflic~rs of the Dmdaills in the preceding year. but who were afterwards as­
cert~ined to have been guiltless n[ the crime imputed to them.­
HaVIng perfonned these acts of justice, he sailed towards the 
northwest coast, and arrived at J'I(lotka in "JIa\'. 1793. 

The following summer was passed by the British nrl\'i:-;ltnr., 
in "xl'l{)rin~ the passages north and northeast of ({r{(,('1l Cllar, 
lotte's blands, which had been partially examined by ('aaman,) 
in 17~l:~. It would be needless to present the parli"ldars "f 111('s'~ researches, whkh were rondll(·t(',j in the most masterly manner. 
The results were, the discovery and survey of a number of is­lands, situated at short distalJ('('s apart, between the 54th and the 
"Rth parallels of latitude, in a space which had heen prc\,j'lil,ly 
regarded as occupied by a portion of the American rnlllili,'nt. 
The inlet found by Gray, and supposed by him to h .. the n;" r1" los HI'I/'·., of Fonte, was traced to its termination in the land near 
the i5G'lh parallel; and whilst a part of the story of that admirafs voyage appeared to be confirmed by the di,!'n,,!'r), of IIJI' .\"'Irl­
pelago, the remainder was believed to lia:'" l""'n ""Il11'1"1<'1 y d ". proved, inasmuch as no great river was ("lIlId entl'f1l1;; 11",( part 
of the Pacific .. 

The islands, straits, bays, and ,';rpr's thus ,1isrnn'ITrl: \I"'I'!) 
nearly all named in honor of the 1111'1111)('(, of the !'''y;d !;!!lrJly, 
the ministry, the jll'l'ra!!". and the oth .. r Ill;lIl1'h'" o{. til!' ("),,I'rn· ment "r r:n';r( Brit;rin. '1'1111, \\'1' find on \ all""ll\'<:r S IliaI' ni tlw 
northwest ,\.n'lrip"i;l:-o, the isbilds or c!TillIl" of I\'ill:; (".iO!'~'· 
tlte Third, tlte ]>riw;' nf lI c"I,·s. the Dllke nJ ) "r{, 1111' .li/lllllilll:/, and ]>ir't j one small ~rnllp. ",hi"1l had h("'lI l';,rll;dly "In "I".''' by CaaJllann, rt'I',·il'(,('( tlrl' app~llation of /lln!!"',,·I!.'·' rill 1,.1111/11 .... , 
in compliment to the Vir','!'''!, "I '\1<'\:1"", . Ikt";""11 thl'~e IS,lands run the ]JIII;(' ol nlllr(,lIr("s ,""'trll;t, Pnllce /-,.,.,.f"F/rI,·"", ,""""II(!. 
(,lllftlhfflJl '- Iflllf//~ (;r(,lIl'il/r> ( IOlla!, /JlIrl,·('.'.\· '- IfIJ/fI/, (/1Ir1 /\/f'./J/I:.f ,..,' 
PfI"SfI,!('; the capes <lnd b<lYs being distnbuted ;1I1101lCO: till' I: III'~' II~ ns /JI "'/IIW" and other high torr fcumhes oj that d;IY, It I , ~", ' ., , ' " f h . \I'ill el'er I,,' iJowen'r. impmh;lhlc th<lt anyone 0 t ese Hal.lI!" "~ mlll'loy,'" hv tllf' illhabitants of the rei!,nn III whIch the rlacet I) ~alled are situated. The I:lI,~i;rlls. \I·Ii'.' now n!'<"Ij')' t 1e~: l~:l:~ 
west coast of ;\ IIl!'ri ea and the n(IFl!'l'ut Islands :Inl t~e~f ~~I ft~ as 
<lllel of ;'.1 d,"!rees 10 minutes, appear tn have exclu. t1' "I'. 1 ., 
~ossible, the ~ppe~lat/onf ~~~t~~:t~ hl~:r~.\ll~"s,l~I:;~:;~,,:: '~~1r,1 \c: ;('rl\~" l 
ThIlS, on .th~lr c ar ~.? ., 11 c'lf' ',. ':,"/Ild is the (,'/lI( "r 1\ .. /, { . the Bay 0/ 1\ ~''''"/; I, I ":' I I . ~~:JI~. i~ak/ltat; and \";or,,I,l' ,\'1)111111, !i'"I.""'I; :'rllll/(IIltyl>(IIUs the, r: ? if,. he Olll( ,,( S,I,"'. The tIll' pot! o JlI/r1I.llIjl" ~{ the :-;P,lIl:~l](L. ~~ to .. t~' 1'/'in/'., /,11111'1, territory called by \ allC(Hlycr /uw: {,(II/_' Ie 

-----
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has been since found to be divided by channels into four islands, 
which are severally distinguished by the names of Chid",,:!),-, 
liI/FlliI"!; Jilcobi, and i{rorr::e. The i>riJII'1' if l; 'fI/t,S'S is/fllJds are 
r'l'hiriko('s J"lrllJris; Admim1ty islaJ/d is Hoosnoq/; and Ste· 

phen's Passtl!re is the ,Slrait 'if .keo. 
These surveys having been completed, tlie British ships reo 

tired on the approach of cold weather to the Sandwich Llands, 
where Vancouver eontrived to obtain from Kin~ Tamahamaha 
the cession of tlie sovercignty of Owyhee to his Britanllic Majes. 
ty, with the understanding, however, that the native chief and 
his officers, as well as th'! priests, "were to contillue to officiate 
in their respecti n' stations, and that no alteration in those partic. 
ulars was in any dl'3rel' thought of or intended." In return for 
tlte ;m'SIJJt, the British navigators built a vessel of war for the 
King, by the aid of which he soon after brought several other 
isl:tllds of the group under his dominion .. 

Mar. 14. In the sprillg of 1 i~ll Yancouver sailcd from the Sandwich 
Islands to tile I,ay called Cook's Ri"er, which he minutelyex­
plored; and havin!! a"'l'rtaiw'([ that no considcrable stream emp­
tied into it,as had becn previously supposed, he changed its 
llame to Cook's Inll'!. Thence he proceeded to Prince William's 
Sound, which he also examined carefully; and Jrom that place 
he ctllltillued his sun'ey castwardly, until he reached the Archi­
pelago disconred by him III lj~l:j. Through this Archipelago 
he again sailcd for the purpose of completing his observations; 
and "11 the 2d of August he arrived at Nootka, satisfied that" the 
pre('.ision with which his survey of the coast of NorthwesLlnwr· 
ica had been cond ucted, would remove every doubt, and set aside 
every opinion of a northwest passage, or any water communica­
tIOn nadgaole for shippille; between the north Pacific and the 
interior of the AllJeric:tll (:t>ntinent, within the limits of his re­
search",." \\'8 now know tllat no such communication ~xists 
east of Beering's Strait; lmt when we take ill to consideration the 
intricate character of the shores between ~Iount Saint Elias and 
the southern part of the Strait of Fuea, it must be admitted that 
Illany passages l,y which vessels could thus penetrate the conti­
nent might ban; I"lll; escaped the notice of the most careful nav­
igators_ In Ltct, a ri,-cr called the Stikinc which is three miles 
wide at its mouth, and a mile wide at the distance of thirty miles 
rrom the Sl'a: has been, within a few years, di":11\-('rcd emptying 
Il1to th~ Pa<'lfic, in the latitude of ;")0 degrees 50 minutes. 

At i\ootka the Spaniards were found still in possession, under 
the comman.d nf Colonel Alava, who had been, moreover, appoint­
ed comnusslOner of his Government, in place of Captain Quadra, 
l~tely deceased. .:'In orders had been received from Europe rela­
~lve to the surrender of the territory, and the British ships accord­
l~lgly pr?ceeded .to J\lolllerey, where the long expected instruc­
tIOns arnved (~urlllg therr stay_ The Court of Madrid had agreed 
to abandon .:\ootka; and on the part of Great Britain, another 

_. This justly celebrated man died in 1819 havina some years previous established 
hlS au~hoflty over all the islands of the gro'llp. 0 
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commissioner was despatched to the Pacific to reec:i\'C: possession 
of the place, If Vancouver should have qUitted that ocean. l-lJll'T 
these circumstances YallcuuH'r resoil-ed to return to Eno-Iand 
where he arrived in August, 1 j 'l'). " , 

'l'he Jourllals of Yallrc'''E''r's yoyage were published in 17\1";, 
before which period the navigator had sunk into the !{ran;. The 
work is invaluable, notwithstanding the illiberal spirit which 
pervades its pages. In none other can be found so much clear 
and precise information wilh reganl to the m,rth\\·,,,t coasts of 
America; and it is only to be lamented th::tt '.Ile elldoweu wllh 
such courage, capacity, and professional skill, as the author ,,\'i· 
delltly P'",,"'ss,"d, should have becn so far governed by unworthy. 
pJ'i~jlltlices as he evidently \,·as. Towards the Sp:tnianls he ap­
pears to have been inclined, generally, to act with jllQi,"', or at 
least with courteousness; but a:!"ill~1 all citizcns of the t l,il' ,I 
Stat",;, and their country, he elleris",~d the 111'''( bitter allilllll~il)', 
which was inlllClnv instances too powclful to be cOllln,ll",l]'I'jlls 
sense of honor. \i"h"lH~\"U an "1'1"I!\I11Jit)' I'res"llle:1 it",If. or 
could be contrived for exhilJilill" tile I'lt:tr~l"lt'r Ill' "IIllIlllI't "f 
Americans in an Ul{favorablc 1i2:IJI', it was "C1:!I'rir seized by Yan­
conn'r; and that which he \\"Iluld 11:l\'" parJIIlwd or ""WIlll'wl,',} 
in an Eno-lishman or a Spanianl, ]"'1':1111" criluillal ill \tis "V' 
when c0I11~1litted by a citizCll ofllll' hatcu H"l,nlolw. 

The obSl~l'\'atil:lls of Yall"IIU\'I'!' f'Il'lll Iii" b:"ls of ourbesl maps 
of the west rna;:t of AlIll:ril':', from the :mth ,"'~re" of htltlille to 
thc northern extremilV of ('olll;'~ Inlet, as aleu "I' Ih",," of the 
Sandwich hlands, Wilich he 'llrlTy"d with ":111', TI", Illaps. 
contained in the atlas anncxcd 10 Ille .1ourllal.of the \ IIy:lC!" ,,1 
tlte Sutil and Slexic~llJ:', arc nearly all ('o]Hell from those III the 
British na\'i~:ltllr. .. 

\\"Ililst these survcys of the Pacific I'o:!;,ts of :\IIrl11 _\1I1l'I'I<':1 
werl' in progress, Ak,{:1111kr ,\]:lI'l"·llZII·, a :),·n\,.]lllJ:lll III the sef­
\"il~e of the celebratefl fur-trading aSSlIl'I:1tI(lll, calleu tlll' .\u,lh­
'/1'1"'[ C(JIII})IIIII,! was exploring th" UllkllO\\'Jj J'l'~lOliS of Ihl', conltl~ 

.' , ' I' I ' ']'hl 'l"OCl'lIIOIl I, ncnt. ]Jlll'llerillg upon that p:u·t 0 I Ie 0 1,,',111.. - ';', " " I" 
] , 1 he W'IS clllploycd had bccn jllrIlll'd III 1, "': .11.11111_ 1 Ie 

WllCI', fi ] j "l'l'\,III"on 
IJrincipal fur·merchants of ('anada, or II" llllfjll"" Il ".' I' ]-; ,·t 

' fIt t'y'llldsllCh"II'" ,II, the trade ])d\n~'~ll the p"sls 0 t W COUll I" , . I J.d 
, , f I ' :' , , were stll'l",,,'d 10 bc not lllC U l' 

ish tl.'lTltofies 0 tIe lIlt"l Ill! ,;s . • • • .. d within two 
· the (Trant to the I Juri"""" j)iI!i. COIi/fwdl!, an 1 1'. 
III to ' 'h d I " :llh'llll'l" as 1ar as 
ra;.s aJtct~~~a;}i~l./t~r"'lt~~:~)~~%~'J~~:(l"~ 1lI1\~IJtl;e ,)\ltlt p,arallel of 

la;:;~d~, ab~ut l'i~;LI hundred mile~ !JeY':lill Ld,p ~Il~fe~~~~ :\Ia~-
Frll1l1 I'kt ClriJJflr.'lllll, the tradl~I~-Jt'ltlOl\f~\I. and pro~eeded 

kenzie departe,l Ullin,S firSjt},IIll11ll-)lllnlllfll~~;s out of the [;Ike, di-
· b d the ,'>IilI'I' tin" ,\ I l H 
111 a oat own (' . I "~I . j I",. lli,,·,,\·,·r,',l by carne 

h d · to the ,!'I'll ","1' ,I h. . 
rel,th' nort war ,111 'd' tll\\"(' t""ll'tI down another · -'"- TI cc he COlltlllue Il,)r -," '. , 
1lJ 11 ,II. len I . I ] , bestowed hIS ,,11'11 nallle, 

d I I, '''''1' stream "11 II' 1IC 1 Ie , 'I d ,m muc 1. ,ll ':. ' ear thc 69th degrce III lalltllt e; an 
to its tenlllll:ltllll,l 111 a ~ea bt.Iects of his l'xl'cliilinn, he retUl:ned t,) 
having thus fullllled !he 0 J 1 f the Jlul'/;clI::.ic was situated 
Fort Ohipewy:w. '1 he mout 1 0 

179., 

17~5, 
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much farther \\'e~t than that of the Coppermine, which Hearne 
had reached; and the probability of the existence of a northern 
navi:,;abk communication between the Pacific and the Atlantic, 
ea~t of Beering's Strait, was thus considerably lessened; while, on 
the other hand, stronger grounds were afforded for the belief that 
the northernmost parts of America were bathed by an open sea. 

III his second I'xpel1itinll, be~ull ill October, 1792, Mackenzie 
ascended the [;~l/ii:':I//I, or Fmci' Ricer, (which empties into the 
Athabasca Lake,) westward to its sources, among the Rocky 
Mountains. Having crossed this chain, he embarked upon anD· 
tiler large stream called the TfI("()lItr'/If'I', which he descended to a 
short distance; and then marching directly \I'est ward, he reached 

July ~:!. the Pacific on the :Z:Ztl of JUly, 11~I:J, at the mouth of one of the in­
Aug. ~l. lets near the Princess Royallslallds, in the latitude of 52 degrees 

and :.!U minutes.' By this second journey, he ascertained that no 
passage existed through the North American continent, opening 
into the Pacific south of the parallel above mentioned; which fact 
had been already, though less decisively, proyed by Vancouver 
in the preceding year. The Tacoutchee was for some time sup­
posed to be the principal branch of the Columbia; it has, how­
eyer, been subsequently found to be a much smaller stream, 
emptying into the Strait of Fuca, and it is now known as HI!­
::::er's Rh·er. 

The journals of ;:\lackenzie's two expeditions were published 
together, at London, in I~U2, accompanied by a history of the 
Canada fur trade, and by observations 011 the mode of conducting 
the commercial intercourse between ~\merica and China advan­
tageously to the interests of (;1'(;at Britain. He there recommends 
that the Hudson's Bay and the .'Iorthwcst Companies, which had 
been at war with each other eyer ~illrc the formation of the latter, 
should be united; that the British Government should favor the 
establishment of cOlllllllmications across the continent, for which 
the Tacoutchee, supposed by him to b-c the Columbia, would 
afford great facilities; and that the East India Company should 
throw open to their fellow-subjects the trade between the north­
west coasts and Canton, which was then, as he says, "left to the 
adventurers of the United States, acting without regularity or 
?apital, or the d~sire of conciliating future confidence, and look­
mg only to the mterest of the moment." Experience has proved 
the Justice of Mackenzie's observations; and nearly all his sug­
gestIOns have been adopted, to the manifest advantage of Great 
Britain. 

It is proper to notice here an account of an expedition across 
the AI.nerican continent, made between 1791 and 17~1 t, by a party 
of CItizens of the United States, under the direction of JulIUS 
RodI?an, whose journal has been recently discovered in Virginia, 
and IS now m course of publication in a periodical magazinet at 

• Ou the day of Macl,enzie's arrival on the shore of the Pacific Vancouver was 
examining another inlet situated about one hundred and fif:v mile; farther nnrth. 

t Burton's Magazine and American Monthly Review, edited by William E. Bur­
ton and Edgar A. Pue. Mr. Rodman's journal is commenced iu the number fOl 
January, 1810, and IS contmued in those for tbe ne];t following montbs. 
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Philadelphia. The portion which has yet appeared relates only I';n. to the voyage of the adventurer up the Missouri during the sum-mer o~ 1791; and J?o idea is communicated of their route beyond that river, except III the IlltrO(\lI<"lioll by the editor, wllere it is stated that they traversed the region "west (If the R,wli\- :\lrlun-
tains, and north of the 60th parallel, which is still marked upon our maps as unexplored, and which, until this day, has been al-ways so considered." From what has been published, it is im­possible to form a definitive opinion as to the degree of credit 
~hich is due to the llarratiYe, or as to the value of the statements, If they are true; and all that can be here said in addition is, that nothing as yet appears, either in the journal or ]"f'l"till~ to It, cal­culated to excite suspicions with regard to its alllllf'llli"ity, 

To conclude with regard to the delivI'ry ofN,,"llia, li95, The commissioner appointed by the British (;"I-"l'IlllJ<'llt to re-
ceive possession of that place, provided r:tncom'l'r should lIa\'c left the Pacific, was Captain .Robert Brol1:!lItnll, the former com­mander of the Chatham. He sailed fj't)m ~:Il'!I;lJId in the ship Providence in October, ] 7~ll, and in April, 17%, he fI·;wlll·J liaG Nootka, which he found occupied only by the natives. II" there learned from a letter, presented to him by }Iaquilln:l, dat,:d .\larch, 17~1.;, that" the Spaniards had delivered up the port nt .\"olka, &c., to Lieutenant l'i"r,'(·, of the lIlarill"s, [who had heen des­patched from England, by way of :\leXiCII, in order In hasten the 
termination of the business,] a'!!'I"'ably to the Jllllde of j'I',lllllllIIll 
sctll,"[ between the two Cnurts,"'" 

This is the account given by Broughton.t t III the "tlwr hand, Belsham, an historian whom no one can suspect of \1' all I <If a~­tachment to the honor and interests of his cOUlltry, says:t '~I~ IS nevertheless certain, from the most authentic suhsc'I\wllt Illlor­
mation, tit"t tlte "'jJfll/ish j!lI!; j!yill!:' fit t"cl(jr~ IIJ1(I sl,ttll'IIII,'.'.: if 
)Y/l/ltk" was I/I''.'e)' st),uck, 1'.1'.11 thllt thl' whole (nT/tllrY/'lls hl'I'U ~ /I tll­
ally rl'/ il1l/lIis!teil 1)// (:1'1'(/1, I:rillfill ; a measure, 1j()\I"cn~r poittIcally expedient which iuy"lvt's in It a se\'l~rr' refiectlon upon tlJ{' nUll­ister \\'ho' could permit so invidious an cllt'wa,.llIlll·llt upon the 
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liDG. ancient and acknowledged rights of the Crown of Spain." The 
probability is, that the Spaniards merely abandoned the place. 

SillCC that, period, no attempt has been made by any civilized 
nation to form an establishment at Nootka or in its vicinity, al. 
though the sound continued to be, and probably still is, occasion· 
ally visited by the fur-traders. The most recent account~ of it 
which have been published, are of no later date than 1 S07, when 
h:ing ,\Liqninna was enjoying the fulness of health and of power; 
and although his manners appeared to have then become more 
refined, he was still at heart a cruel and treacherous sm-age.· 

III this and the next preceding chapters, an endeavor has been 
made to present an impartial view of the circumstances connected 
with the occupation of Nootka by the Spaniards in 17:'9; and it 
is believed that the en-oneousness of the statements of the British 
politiC'al and historical authorities respecting those circumstances 
has been ,conclusively demonstrated. It has been shown that-

No part of" the /lud/lIccost coasts of the continent 0/ North Allier· 
ica, or fit the or/if/cellt islands," was, or ever had been, occupied 
by British snbjects prior to the formation of the Spanish post at 
Nootka, in 17.':i~t: 

That, consequently, no "uui/rlil/!:{S or tracts 0/ land" in that 
quarter were" to be rcstored to Dritish subjects," agreeably to the 
conyention of October ~':i, 17\t(): and, as a farther consequence, 

That the abandonment of .:'Iootka by the Spaniards, in I nt;') , 
gave to Great Britain no other rights at that, or any other place in 
NorthwC'st America, than those derived from the third and fifth 
articles of the abovementioned convention, by which her sub· 
jects were at liberty to n;l\'igate and fish in the north Pacific, to 
trade or settle in unoccupied parts of its American coasts north of 
the parts occupied by the Spaniards before April, 1789, (that is to 
say, north of the Bay ofSali Francisco;) and to have free access 
to any Spanish settlement on the coasts thus designated. 

* Narrative of the Destruction of the ship Boston of Boston antI of the murder of 
all her men extept two, by the savages at Noo[ka Sound in March 1803 with ae· 
c~unts of that country and of its illhabllant:::: by Iohn R. J~wit1, one ~f the ~urvivors 
01 the crew, who remamed three rears in captivity among the Indians-a simple and 
unprclenJlllgnarrallve, which wilL no doubt 1D arter centuries be read with Inter-
est by the enlightened people of North west America. I 
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]x October, [i\jij, Spain declared war acr<lillS\ Great llriwin' 
and, for nearly twenty years afterwards, IIII" (;OV~rII1111'llb and 
peopl~.o~ ~oth n~tions we~e too, ~uch cllcrrlls"'11 hy I','cub daily 
occunlll~ III theIr Immediate VICIllIty to II"I'u ;lllV kisun' \0 be­
stow,on matters so comparati vely unimportant as'those <'''1111' "'t, 
ed WIth the ll(>rtlnn'st coasts of America. 

I )llriu~ this whole period, the din"'t traue ht'\II"'('U tho,,' ('na>ts 
and Gallton was carried on 1',l'd/!sil'!'/!/ by the Y",'S,'h, amI under 
the flag, of the 1 'uitl,d ~tate~, The Briti,sII lllcrchants \\"'1"<' I're­
vented from engaglllg III thIS conll1lCrce Ilv til" rcfusal "I' tlwir 
own East India Company to allow it; the l{u"iOlus were not ",1-
Hutted into the Chincse I'0rt.s, and few ships of any "tll<'r U;,tl"ll 
were seen in the north l'a .. iJi ... 

Until 1 till the Allicril''I/l.s had formed 110 est<lblishmcnt on the 
western shore of the coutiu,'ul. Thcir \'csscis sailed from the 
United States, or from Eurol"" to the Harth [),,,,ili,', laden with 
spirits, wine, sugar, tobacco, fire-arms, !!UIlJH)\\'(ler, iron, alld 
coarse manufactures of various sorts, \I'IIil'l! \I','n' ,'xl'llall"l'111()1' 
furs with the Hat i n,,; on the cnasts, or with the Russians at their 
settlements; or sometimes the AIlJeric;lll captain would hirl' from 
a Itllssiall ag,!ut a number of hunters and fishcrmen, willi their 
boats and iinplements, for the season, amI would tlillS obtain a 
cargo. '1'he furs were thence carried to Call toll, where the pro­
cceds of their sale were inn>stcd in t('as, 1'()]'I'l'I~,ill, silks, and 
nankeens, for the markets of the Cllitl'tl ,>';[all's (lr of Europe. 
When a sufficient quantity of furs could not be collected IJl the 
north l"leific, their place was supplied by sandal',wood, pearl 
shells and tortoise shells, which WI'I'l' procured at httle expense 
in the' Sandwich and otlll'l' islands, and always commanded high 
pri('(', at Canton, " 

The persons engaged ll1 thIS trade \I'ere constantly, exposed to 
the most dreadful hardships and dangers, agalllst WhICh nothIng 
but extraordinary cnurag'~ and skil! on t1~e,ir parts, could ha\'e 
enabled them tn stl'll!!'g'" successfully. 1 iIest: CIrcumstances 
were not calculated tn solien the feelings or to improve the mor­
als of the traders; and as they were actually subject to no other 

[ 17.4 ] 
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1796. laws or restnctlOns, during their voyages in the Pacific, than 
such as they themselves chose to adopt or observe, it could not 
have been expected th~t their conduct should at.all times be con­
formable with the principles of justice_ They have been charged 
by British reviewers and British naval officers-authorities always 
to be distrusted on matters pertaining to the United States or its 
citizens-with practising every species of fraud and violence to­
wards the nati ves of the coasts and islands of that ocean_ It does 
not, however, appear, upon examining the facts brought forward 
in support of these accusations, that the American fur-traders 
were guilty of other or greater improprieties than have ever been, 
and must ever be, committed by shrewd and intelligent civilized 
people, when unrestrained by laws, in their transactions with 
brutal, ignorant, and faithless savages_ These latter, in their turn, 
<lY<lill'cl thems(,jws of every occasion to rob and murder the 
strangers who came to their shores_ More than one American 
ship has been seized, and all on board massacred by the na­
tives of the Pacific coasts; and seldom, indeed, did a vessel 
from the United States complete her voyage in that ocean, with­
out losing some part of her crew by the treaehery of those with 
whom they were dealing. Thus in March, 1803, the ship Bos­
ton, of Boston, commanded by John Salter, was surprised at l'\oot­
ka, by l\Tatjuinna and his followers, and all her men were put to 
death except two, who, after remaining in slavery three years, 
effected their escape.'" In like manner, the Tonquin, Captain 
Thorn, of 1\'CW York, fell into the hands of"Wiccanish and his 
subjects at Kittinat, or Berkely Sound, in June, It'll; nearly the 
whole of her crew perished in a moment, under the clubs and 
knives of the assailants, and the remainder, with the exception of 
the Indian interpreter, were soon after destroyed, together with a 
large number of sava~es, by the explosion of the powder maga­
zine, which was fired probably by one of the officers. t 

In the mean time the Russians, though excluded from the di­
rec~ trade with Canton, were continually increasing and enlarging 
thea establishments in America.! The association formed in 1785, 
among the merchants of eastern Siberia, for carrying on the fur 

* Narrative of John R. Jewitt, already mentioned at pa~e 142. 
t A mmute and gr:<phic.account of the. destruction of th~ Tonquin, collected from 

the eVIdence of the IDtel'preter, who a!lerwards found his way to the Columbia 
River, IS gIven by Ross Cox, in hls account of hi~ residence on the Columbia River, 
and has been thence transferred by Mr. Irving to his Astoria. 

t The followmg sketch of the Ressian establishmEnts in the nortb Pacific, during 
the first years of the present century, is derived chiefly from-
. I. Narrative of a Voyage around the World, in the years IB03-1AOG. in the Rus­

Rian ships Nadeshda and Neva, under the command of Captain A. J. Von Krusen· 
stern. The original editIOn of this work is accompanied by a large~las, cunt.in-
mg charts and other engravings. .,. 

II. Narrative of a Voyage 'around the World in the Ship Neva hy her captain, 
Urey LIslansky. ' 

III. Narrative of a Voyage in the Pacific, hy G. H. Von Langsdorf the physician 
of the RUSSian shIp Nadeshda. ' 

IV, Narrative of a Voyage around the World, in lA15 and 1816, in the Russian 
sh,p Klinck, commanded by Lieutenant Otto Von Kotzebue. And from­
'vV·hyaflOUs documents existing in tbe archives of the Department of State, at 
, as mgton. 
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t~ade of the nor.th Pacific, Was protected and encouraged by the 
LUl]""":; Catherme, who bestowed upon it many valuahle privi­
leges. Her son and successor, Paul, was at the beO"innino- of his 
reign, inclined to withdraw these advant~O"es and ~ven t~ break 
up the associati~n, on account of the cruel c~nduct of its agents 
tow~rds the natives and the Russians who were employed in its 
service. Reasons of state, however, induced him to abandon this 
resolution; and he at length, by a decree of the 8th of J ul \". 17\1\1, 
granted to the united merchants a charter, assuring to t"I'n;, under 
the title of the Russian Alllericftn ('O/llP'III/I, the (;xdu,i \'e use 
and control, for twenty years, of all the coasts of America on the 
Pacific, and the islands in that ocean, from Beering's Strait tl) the 
55th degree of south latitude, together with the right of occupy­
ing any other territories not previously possessed by some civil­
ized nation. The residence of the directors of the company was 
at first fixed at Irkutsk, ill Siberia, the great dcp,,,itllfy of the 
China trade; it was afterwards transferred to St. Pet"rsIJllf~ll, and 
their affairs were placed under the SuperIlltendence, or ]";11111"1' the 
directors were placed under the sur,./"ilil//{I"I", uf the Imperiall).,­
partment of Commerce. 

'rhe privileges thlls accorded by Paul, \\"t'rl, confilmed and ex­
tcllcbl by Alexander; and, under these favorable auspices, the 
power and influence of the Russian Alllcril:all CIIII'l'''II): rapidly 
advanced. In IbU3, its establishmcnts on the north l', ... illl; ""asts 
extended eastward as far as Port Guadelupe, or :\orl;,lk ~IIlIlIil, 
called by the Rus~ians the (; /l1( ,,( Silm, which "),,cl'atl"' the 
small Island of MOllllt San Jacinto, or Etll.!;I·CIIIIIl>, or hrt,OZI', from 
Baranq!l's l:sland, the largest of the l.!;rol~\" lIameu by Vallcoll \'er 
KinO" George the Tlmd's Ardul'eiago, 1111" settlement 011 the 
GuU" of Sitca was destroyed by savages ill 1 :-'U·[; another \\"a", 
however, soon founded ill the vicillity of the sallle ,pot, which 
received the appellation of 1\"/1' . I rdlfl II !:',.!, and has ever smce 
been the capital of Russian America, . 

In I:-;UI; preparations were made for occupymg the mouth of 
the Columbia River, but the plan was abandoned; although that 
part of the coast, and all north of it, was then, and for II"'.IIY 

ears afterwards, represented,on the maps of th.e RussI~n.'\IIILll­
ran Company as included wlthm the limits of Its I'''''I.''I''IIS. 

The GovernmentofRussian-America was arrallged and conduct­
d' the most despotic manner possible, nearly reSI'IIII>llll') that of 

: ~~rklsh Pashalik; each factory was superintellLil',1 b).' a UtI"I.all 
h I'th the aid of a small number of RUSSians, mam-overseer, w 0, w . . h' d' . t 

tained absolute control over all the natives m IS IStrlC, com-
pelling them constantly to labor for the benefit of the companYf The overseers were under the superintendence of agents, one 0 

h m resided in each group of settlements; and all were su.bJecd 
:: t~e authority of a chief agent, or governor~genlleradl, fiapp~t~~d 

, h powers thouO"h nomma Y e ne 
bly ~thd ~Iyr~~~~~~t:n~s~rawn up at St.bpetersburgh, were, iffin factf' 
Iml e b . d Th erson who filled the 0 "e 0 

absolute and unrestncte . inni~ Pof this century, and for many 
governor-general at thAle beg d r ~aranoff a bold shrewd, enter-
years afterwards, was exan e , , 

1706. 

I:n 
July -<. 

1,0::. 
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prisin<> and unfeeling man, under whose iron rule the affairs of 
the co~~pany prospered, and its stork rose proportionally in yalue; 
his proceedings were, therefore, always approyed by those to whom 
he ",as ~('rol1ntable, and complaints against his tyranny were ai­
"'~yS disregarded. 

'fhe Russians engaged in the service of the company, under 
the direction of the overseers, were distinguished by the general 
name of PJ'fJ/l/l'.w·h!P1Iiks, (me~ning speculators,) and were em­
ployed as hunters, fishermen, seamen, soldiers, or mechanics, as 
thcir superiors might command. In the best of these situations, 
their lot appears to have been more wretched than that of any 
other class of human beings, with the exception, perhaps, of the 
n~tin.'s, whom they aided in keeping ullder subjection; and it 
therefore is not surprising that none but vagabonds and adven· 
turers should c,'cr have become promuschleniks. The gallant 
and humane Krusenstern, in the narrative of his expedition to 
the Pacific in lSI q and 1 SI Lj, presents a number of dreadful pic. 
tures of the sufferings of thl'S!; unfortunate persons from want of 
food, from the severity of the climate, and from too much labor, 
According tn the most reccllt accounts, it appears that their situa­
tion, while they are on land at least, has not been materially im­
proved .. 

The gre:lter part of the furs collected on the northwest coasts 
of.\ llIerica cOlltinued to be, during the period mentioned at the 
lJe;il1llillg of this chapter, transported to Petro-P:lulowsk and 
Ochotsk, from which places were b~ought nearly all the articles 
required for the use of the settlements; the remainder of the sup­
plies being obtained from American vessels in the manner al­
ready described, The Russian Government, however, sOQn be­
came desirous to exclude the vessels of the Uni ted States from 
the north P:lcific, not only from a wish to monopolize the fur 
trade, but also in order to prevent the natives of the coasts from 
procuring arms and :lmmunition, with which they were fur­
nished by the Americans, to the great detriment of the authority 
and interests of the Russian company, For this purpose, it 
would be necessary to maintain a nayal force in the vicinity of 
the settlements, and to establish regular communications, by 
ships, between them and Europe; and, with the view of inqui­
ring how those measures might be best executed, as well as of 
opening, if possible, some intercourse with Japan and the ports 
o.f China, it was determined that a scientific and political expedi­
tion should be made to the north Pacific. 

Two ships, the Nadeshda, commanded by Captain Kmsen· 
stern, and the Neva, by Captain Lisiansky, were accordingly 
despatched from Cronstadt in August 1803, carrying out the 
chamb.erlain, Von Resanoff, as ambassador to Japan, and pleni· 
potentlary of the Russian-American Company, together with a 
large body of officers and men of science. These were the first 
vessels, under the Russian flag, which crossed the equinoctial 

• It will be recollected that these accounts are derived from Ruuian authorities. 
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~111e; they passed around C~r(' Horn, and, touching at the ,Yash­
mgton an~ th,e Sandwich hl"llrb, they reached the coasts (,e the 
north PacIfic In the summer of I :--111, Without detailing the sub­
sequent OCcurrences of the expedition, which lasteu until the 
s,u!nmer of 1 ~()tj, i~ will .be sufficient to say, that none of the po­
lItical or commercIal obJects proposed were attained. The Jap­
anese, ~s nsual, refused peremptorily to allow any intercourse to 
be carned on between their dominions and those of Rnssia; nor 
would the Chinese admit tlie. commercial ships of the latter 
Power illto Canton. The plans ,,1' Von Rcsanoff (who appears 
to ha,-e been a ridiculous and incompetent per,oll) for the man­
agement of the affairs of the company proved whnll!' inapplica­
ble; .and the propriety of immediately expelling the ,\llJ('ri':alls 
from the north [',[('ifw, eVfm <,rHild it be done, \I'as r"lIr1r')'('d very 
qlll·,tionable by the t:wt tllat the garrison and inhabitants of 
Sitr'a would have all infallibly perished from f:lIllill<', in the win, 
tel' of 1.'-;II;"-'li, had they not been fortunately slIl'pli,'r[ with pro­
visions by the ship Juno from ·Rhode Island, - FIII,I\ly, what­
ever may have been the conclusions fi'\'IIH'd upon the infom1a­
tion acquired during the expedition, as to the 1'1"1<'1 i"ability of 
maintaininQ' a direct commercial intercourse, by sea, [,,,tWl'l'll the 
Russian p';-rts ill Europe and their settlements on the ;',"'16 .. , 
cerlain it is that no attempt fi)1' that purpose was ;'",alll madn 
untill~lL 

The expedition above mentioned was, h"we'\'C'f, in all 1'<"1"'('1" 
highly honorable tn those who condu?ted It. TIl<' aC'cnllllts ,scpa­
rately published by Krusenstern, 1,lslansky, and I ,all~,d"l'f, par­
ticularly those of Krusenstern, are among the most IllStnl"ti\'C 
works which have appeared relatll1g to the north PaCific and Its 
coasts. They exhibit, indeed, fright!hl pictnr~s of the 11l1"'I'!: ell­
dured by the persons in the service oj the RUSSJall-All\(,I'~":l11 L "111-
pany; but they, at the same timc, present ll1stances, nf fortitude, 
perSC\'er:111CC, and good f(',.jlllg, OIl the ,part of ,the l\lI','I.II'",~'lI­
culateu to counteract any 1I111;t\'or;,hl,' llnprcssJOlls which l1u"ht 
otherwise have been formed with regard to thc general charac, 
ter of that people. " '0, 

After the return of I":rnscll,t,'rn s ships, representatIOns \lcrc 
addressed by the Russian (;nrCrtllll<'lIt to that of the (lUlted 
St t with reo-ard to the improper conuuct of ~menran CItizens 
, at esd" 'n ar"ms and ammunition with the natives on the coasts 
111 fa ll1g I ,1 ' the 
of the north Pacific; and CIH1C;l\"()J's were mauc to plOcUfe 
l) 'lss~""(' by COl1Q'ress of some act, or the con~usJOnfofhs~mhe CO

lc
l1
h
-

, .. , '"' ~ ~ , 'b the euect 0 w Ie st 
vClltioll bet'r~~~1 b~h;fE~~:~t~~~JO~he!e representations r:roducing 
commercl e mC" t Romanzoff the Russian :\hlllstl'r ot Foreign 
no resu ts oun , 'E t" I" , d M Ad n1° the -\nwn<'an nvoy a . I. .. ' Aff ' propose to r, a~, ", to' 1 

mrs, 0' ent b which the ycss('ls of the lIltCL 
tersburgh, an arraG"em d t tiansport furs from the R \I"lall set­
States should ~e a owe d~t' that they should ahstain from all 
dements to Chll1a, on con I JOn 

• Langsdorf, vol. ii, p~ge 89, 

1En~, 

1806, 

IS0~. 

1~111 
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1810. trade with the natives on the northwest coasts. Mr. Adams, in 
his ans\nr to this proposition, dflsired to know-within what lati. 
tudes the restriction would be expected to be observed? and the 
reply being, that the Russian-American Company claimed posses. 
sion of the whole coasts extending from Beering's Strait to the 
southward of the Columbia River, the correspondence was not 
continued. An arrangement conformable with the views of the 

I~I~. Russians was, in 1812, concluded between their American com· 
pany and a citizen of the United States, but circumstances pre· 
vented it from being carried into execution. 

Before 181:2, Sitca was the most southern portion on the west· 
ern side of America occupied by the Russians. In that year they 
formed an establishment in California, which deserves particular 
notice. The chief agent, Baranoff, obtained from the Spanish 
Governor of Monterey permission to erect some houses, and to 
leave a few men on the shore of the small Bay of Bodega, near 
Port San Francisco, in order to procure and salt the meat of the 
wild cattle, which overrun that country, for the supply of the set· 
tlement at New Archangel. In the course of two or three years 
after this permission was granted, the number of the persons thus 
employed had become so great, and their dwelling-place had!L'l' 
sumed so much the appearance of a fortress, that the Governor 
thought proper to remonstrate on the subject; and his represent· 
ations being disregarded, he formally commanded the Russian, 
to quit the territories of his Catholic Majesty. The command 
was treated with as little respect as the remonstrance; and when 
it was repeated, the Russian agent, Kuskoff, replied by denying 
the right of the Spaniards over the country, which he asserted to 
be vacant and open for occupation by the subjects of any civil· 
ized Power. The Governor was unable to enforce his orders; 

1815. and as no assistance could be afforded to him from Mexico, which 
was then ravaged by civil wars, the intruders were left in undis· 
turbed p<'lssession of the ground, where they have ever since reo 
mained, in defiance alike of the Spaniards and of their republican 
successors .. 

The Russian-American Company, about the same period, made 
another effort to create a direct commercial intercourse by sea be· 
tween its settlements on the Pacific and the European ports of 
the Empire. With this object, the American ship Hannibal was 
purchased from Mr. Astor, of New York; and her name having 
been changed. to the ,SllIwrroll', she was despatched from Saint 
Petersburgh, III 1814, under the command of Lieutenant Lazaref, 
laden with goods for New Archangel. She returned in 1816 with 
a cargo of furs, valued at a million of dollars; and the adventure 
having been pronounced successful, others of the same nature 
were undertaken. 

In 1~15 Baranoff endeavored to obtain possession of Atooi, one 

-The Russians have now several establishments in that part of California, of 
whIch the prInCIpal, called Ross, IS slluated Immediately on the Pacific in lalltude 
of 38 degrees and 33. minutes, about thirty miles north of Port Bodega, ~r Port JW. 
manzotf, as the RUSSIans have named it. 
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of the Sandwich Islands. For that purpose about a hundred 1815 
lllPfl, nearly all Aleutians, were sent in two vessels from Sitca 
undcr the direction of Dr. ,'.;lleffer, a German. who had arrived i~ 
the Pacific as surgeon to the ship :-in \\'~JlTI)\\'. Thev landed on 
the Island, which they ravag"d, without subduing It, [',r more 
than a year, and were then obliged to depart for Owyhee, where 
they entere:l the scn'i"e of some Amencan whalers, ],r whom 
they were finally restored to their rnUlltrv. 'I'l", HUsslan (;"\" 
ernlllcnt appeared to disapprove this act o'f Baranoff; alld 110 at· 
tempt has been since made by subjects of that or any other !l)f<·ign 
nation to invade those islands. 

The (;nvernlllclIt of the Unitcd States had before this period 
begun to assert claims to the possession of the territory drained 
by the ()o!llI11hia river, the origin and extent of which claims will 
now be .traced. 

The discon'rv of the Columbia by ('ra), attract",l very little li~ 
attentioll ill the 1'1111<'d States for more than ten ycars after It had 1~, 
been effected. None but persons ('(JIIl'('rIlI''] ill thc fur trade of 
the north I'a"ifil", and the curious in w,ngraphi"al matters, \\'c'rc 
acquainted with the fact; and no onc il;",~illC'd th~t all)' thing 
connectcd with that ri\'('r would ('\'('1' lit' COIISldel'C't! IIllportant to 
the Allleri~ans in a political point ,,1' \'ic'w. '1'1,,' t.:rritori.'" of the 
United Stales wcre then bounded on tit" west Ii)' the 1"1n:r ,\1,,· 
sissippi, and 011 the north by tltc: dmniniolls lIf (;reat, Britain; be-
yoml the ;\\i"i"ippi lay the va,t rc'~i'JlI ('aill'd!,,,,,/.',"'''', ,In't<'l,-
inO' from the (;!llfo!" l\l,'xi"o northward and IIl1rlll\\",,'\\'«rd to an 
uI~defined ('xt,,'lt; so that all ('Olllllllllli,'atillll, ('x"'yl by sea, be­
tween the I"",!<-I';II Republic ant! till' l':ll'ifi,' '1l\"..,1 ,\II1"rI"',I. was 
completely barred by the intervention of (:"ulltnes beionglllg to 
f'rejon and rival 1")\\'('1'". LlIllI'I:tIl:t. onglllaLIy settled. by the 
Frel~~h, had been ceded, in 17li~, to ~I"'ill" which ,~Iehi It unlll 

O I , 1 [,,1111 and thcn retrll"ed,'c! II III ~ l'ClII"C', the same III etll )',r " . ,",' hid 
extent" say" the treaty of retroce~SlOn, "as It now IS III t e tan s 
of ~p ,'ill as it was when ~'raJll'" formerly possessed It, amI a, It 
SIH~lld b~, :l""(lnlillg tn the treaties subsequcntly made J.ct\\'('cn 
Spain and other nations." . , 

, " 't., any ('hillls of the UnltCl\ :-;Iatl'" to Ullder SIlCII ''In'UllIS ,lll' CS,' , 1 
, ' ' b d ' t'le P'l'ili,' would han) been nonllna 

terflt()fle~ or erlllg upon I ' , d 
b' en and all attempts to realize them must haye ,prcwc 

and :.Irr" , I 't' of the \llll'ri'''IIlS and the news of 1003, 
bortive But tIC POSI IOn . "', 'I ' April30 a . " " .is the northwestern ';C,'lIl1I1 (It t Ie ('mIll- ' 

theIr Government :'t"\ '\" , 0 d after the 30th of April, I ~tH, when -
nent, werc ll1atcr~a y c la.n"eos~ession b urrha~e trom France, 
Louisiana .came JIlto their Purtcnances ~FfulIy, and in the ,allie 
" WIth aHlts TIghts and app , d fr '~'lin" in l:--lIll, Befi1Te 

it had becn acquIre om ,,\', " 
manner, as , ' ' made in consequence of thiS ceSSIOn, 
relatmg the, d~SPOSil~~t~e necessary respectiug the northern and 
some ob ,en atlons WI 1 ' h thus became the prop­
north \\'",tel'lI limits of the country W HC 

erty of the Uuited Statcs. . al or ostensible to define the 
The edrliest attem pt, either re d b L :\ Iv in 1712 in 

f I " a was ma e y OlliS., ' 
bonn,iaries 0 ,OUISlan, d to Antoine Crozat the exclusive 
the patent by whIch he grante 

11 
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1603, trade of that country. THe patent declares it to be the will of 
the KinO" ,that" all the trcrritlll'ies by !Jim possessed, bounded by 
.1\','11- ,\J,~~irj), and by the lands of the EIJ~li~h in Carolina, and 
all the C'sLlhlishments, POTts, harbors, rin'rs, especially.thl' port 
ami harbor of Dauphin Island, formerly called Massacre hland, 
the rin~r Saint Louis, ji,nt'l'rir called the ,Mississippi, from the 
Se,1<'n~lst to the Illinois country, together with the riYers Saint 
Philip, formerly callcd the Missouri, alld the Saint Jerome, lor· 
illl'rlV called the \\'abasll, [the Ohio,] with all the lands, epun· 
tries; lakes in the land, and the m'eTS falling directly "1' illllirectly 
into that part of the rincr S"int Louis, shall be :lJId, renlain co.m· 
prised uIHler the nalile of the t;IIH'nllUC'lIt of LOUISIana, whIch 
shall be subordinate to the Gencral Goycrnment of J\ew FralJce; 
and that all the lands by hilll possessed on this side of the Illi· 
nois, shall I", reunited til, and jc,nn part "f, the Ge~E'ral (,"\t'I'II­
l11ellt "I' j\cw Fnmce; the King, nevertheless, reservmg to hillJself 
tlte pril'ilege of incrcasllJ:'; tilE' extellt "f Louisiana, as he lIIay 
judge proper." Af(rl'l'ably to this expositioll of its limits, Louis· 
iaml extended, in 171~, northward to about the 42d parallel of 
latitude, and ,vestward to 1\,,11" :\i,'xi,'''; between which latter 
coulitry and tit .. l'~lI'ifie, California intervened. 'What portion of 
tl'f" cOlltineut northward of that parallel, and west of the great 
lakes, the Illinois country thus attached to ]\l'\V France was sup· 
pm,c',l to "III!lpl'I'lteml, there are lJll means of ascertaining. The 
lo'n'lIclt maps of the early part Ill' the I~"t century represent as Ill· 
eluded.in AI'II' j'i'ullce luauy rivers tiowilJS' towards the Pacinc, 
IWIII' of which, hn\\'l'I'er, ,,-,ISt as there described; while the 
S""lll;1"d,, IIlJ the other hand, regarded the whole unoccupied reo 
1'1"11 Lnnll\l'c"t of J\ew l\lexlclJ as ti'l'lIlilig part of their oll-n l',,!. 
lji}/'I/ if! ; and the British "cn"r;'pllers recorded the elaims "I' their 
lIati, n to the same territor)" by constantly applying to it the name 
of "\('11' .J!/,i,,,,, . 

In 1113 the celebrated peace of Utrecht was concluded. In 
the tenth article of the treaty between Great Britain and France, 
"i,t is ','''H'ed 011 both ,sides til d<'l"nJline within a year, by com· 
I11ISSanes to hl' D1rtitwlth nallied by each 1"'ltV, the limits whIch 
are til be fixed I.l'1ween the said Bay of lllld""'JI," (then secured, 
with its "dP"Clll territories, to ('Ieat Britain,) "and the placell 
a"I,,·rt.'IIIIIIC!' t(, the French: which lillJits both the British and 
FI"W:I >Ullj('C'ts shall be wholly forbid to p.",s over, or thereby 
to '='" to l';ICIt otlter by sea or by land. The same commissaries 
shall also have orders to describe and settle in like manner, the 
boulidaries bet\\','ell the other British and' Frellch colonies in 
th?se parts:" That ,col11l1lissaries were appointed agreeably to. 
thIS prOI'lSlfIn, there IS reason to believe; but there is no suffi· 
cient eYluence that any boundaries were detemlined by them. 
Two dlstll1Ct lines may, however, be tound traced on different 
~a]JS publisheu in the last century, each purporting to be the 
lmllt between the Hudson's Bay territories on the north, and the 
French pos~ess!OI~s on the south, fixed by r"lllllli"ari~s according 
to the n"aty nl L trecht. One of these lines filliows the course, 
or supposed course, of the highlands which separate tite waters 



151 [ 174 ] 

flowing into H\lIl.~"n's Uay from thooe emptying into the great 1803. 
lakes and the ~alllt La\,:ren.ce. The other is drawn irregularly 
from the Atlantic to a prnnt III the 49th parallel of latitude. south 
of tltc southernmost part [If Hudson's Bay, and thew:r, westward 
along that parallel to Red River; and in some maps still farther 
west. This latter line is gC'!l('rally considered in the lTnited 
,'3t~lt .. S, and has been aSSlllllt'll )'y tlwir (; ,,,ernmellt,.' as the true 
boundary settled by the cnlllmi",Clri,!'<, ""r(,~"hly to the treaty 
above mentioned; but this opinion is at \'ari:1l1CC with the most 
accredited authorities, as will be ;;('CII by reference to the "\ ppcn-
dix, [E,] containing a rel'iew of all the works from which exact 
information could be eXIlI'cted. 

In 1,17, Crozat relillquishcd his exclusive privileges with reo 
gard to Louisiana; after whiell, the Illinois country was :u1d"u 
to that 1'l"uI'illCl' by a royal arret, and the w\tr'Jr, territory was 
granted to t]lt' ('()/lljJ",,'/lil' ({'Orie/lf, !.!"Ilf'r:>lIy known as Law's 
Mississippi ('nllll':IlI),. In 17Ij:j, France g:I\'f; up to (:1"1'''( Britain 
all Iler possessions east of till: .\lis~i"ll'l'i, cxcept a small tract 
near j'\ew Orlc~lllS, hal'ill::;, a short tilll!' l'rel'i"1\', Cl'll"l] the re­
mainder of Louisiana to ~I':illl.t By tl",se :>rr:lll~I'II"'"I', the 
middle of the .'-li"issil'l'i, fro Illl ib SIIlH"I', til the ri 1/'1' Illl'rI'ille, 
near Sf'W Orleans lJ,!r,:rllJl' the dividill~-lilll' between the Briti,h 
possessiolls on till" east and thllse of Spain on th .. western ~ide, 
nothill" being fixed With l'l',,:rrd to lerntllrJ<" north of the said 
source r ami from that pC'rioJ to 11->11:3, when Louisialla ],,"':11111' 

the property of the United ~l:ltl's, its ('xtClit tllwards thl: north or 
northwest could not haY,," been atl"I:tl'll by any \ 1'1',,\ \' hitherto 
made public, unless by the ('lIll\'clitilln "i' O<'lllb"r. L ,\111, between 
SI'"i II and Great Britain, w hi"h applied to all tl1l<'r.I:';Jll tel:~:t~~lt:~ 
"j:Jillllri by Spain upon the PaCific, north of the .'~lh tI, _II' of 

~atItude. h' fi 
From the preceding review, it will be secn that lstory ur-
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11<03, 

IA'1. 

1805. 

1806, 

nishes no means of detennining what were the precise limits of 
J,olli,iana on the norttt or northwest, when that cOUlltry came 
into the possession of the United States. The "l1stnIIlS of (·ivil· 
ized nations in such cases, however, authorize the assumption 
that those limits comprehended the whole region west of the MIS. 
~i"ippi drained by that river and its tributary stream!'; while the 
same customs prohibit the supposition that any territory west of 
the Rockv Mountains should be considered as part of Louisiana. 

Even before the cession of Louisiana to the United ~t~tes had 
been completed, the prompt and sagacious Jefferson, then Presi· 
dent of the Republic, was preparing to have that part of the con· 
tinent examined by A merican agents. On the 18th of January, 
1803, he addressed to the Congress of the United States a confi· 
dential message, recommending that means should be taken for 
that purpose without delay; and his suggestions having been ap· 
proved, he commissioned Captains Meriwether Lewis and Wll· 
liam Clarke to carry his plan into execution. Those officers 
were instructed to explore the river Missouri and its principal 
branches to their sources, and then to seek and trace to its tenni· 
natiol1 in tlie Par:ific, some stream, "whether the Columbia, the 
Oregon, the Colorado, or any other, which might offer the most 
dircl't and practicable water communication across the continent, 
for the purposes of commerce."· 

A few days after the deli very of these instructions to Lewis, as 
commander of the expedition, the news of the cession of Louis· 
iana reached the United States, and he immediately set off for 
the west. Some difficulties, however, prevented his party from 
crossing the :\Iississippi in that year; and it was not until the 
14th of May, 1804, that they entered the Missouri, altd began its 
ascent in boats. Their progress was necessarily slow; yet, before 
t~e end of October, they arrived in the country of the Mandan In· 
dIans, where they remained until the following April, encamped 
at a place situated sixteen hundred miles from the mouth of the 
Missoun. In the sUllimer of 1805, they explored that river to its 
head.wa~er.s, am,ong the Rocky Mountains, and, having crossed the 
great dlVldmg.ndge, they found immediately beyond it a number 
of streams flowing westward. Upon one of these they embarked 
in cano~s on th: 7th of October, and were soon carried by its 
current mlo a n~'er? which they called the Lewis, and which 
prayed to be a pnnclpal branch of the Columbia. In a few days 
they reached the confluence of the Lewis with the other great 
branch named by them the C/(Jrlce; and on the 15th of Novem· 
ber they landed at Cape Disappointment or Hancock's Point on 
the northern side of the entrance of the Columbia into the Paci6c, 
after a journey of more than fOIlf thousand miles from their place 
of departure. 

The winter of lS05-'6, was passed by.Lewis and Clarke, and 

• These instructioD' m"y be found al len~th in the hiograrhical sketch of Captain 
~' ~ ", 'rJllen by \1" Jeflersun, "nd prt'fixed to the journal. of lb. expedi,ion. primed 
:. h I.delp~,a In 1~14, The me',"!(e ab"ve menlloned '" contatned in the enell­
.. ve j-roreedtngs oflbe Senate, vol. i, p'lge 4<19. 
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their followers, in an encampment on the south side of the Co- 1806. 
IUlll bia, near its mouth, which they called Fort C/f/tmp. The 
savages, who were already accustomed to the presence of strano 
gers, conducted themselves peaceably; and there was no want (If 
fi)od, such as conld be procured from the river or sea. On the 
13th of }Ltrch, 1,~lIli, the Americans began their return to the 
United ~taks, in canoes, which they rowed up the C"llllrrlii" to 
its falls, situated about one hundred and twenty-five miles from 
the Pacific. Thence they contiuued their journey hy lanet to the 
Rocky ,\lolilltaills, which they crossed in two bodies by separate July. 
routes; the one under Lewis striking directly eastward to the 
falls of the Missouri, while the other, C'onducted IJ'f Clarke, made 
a southern march to the sources of the Y"llo\\' :-11"111', and de­
srended that river to the ;\ii"ouri. The parties '1',-,1''' :r~"lll unilt'd Aug. l~, 
just below the point Ofjllllctioll of those streams, and on the ~:Jll 
of S"ptcIll]wr they arrived at ~aillt LOlli,s, 

The above sketch will serve v, show the general coursc of IIII~ 
expedition of Lewis and Clarke; a more extended :Wl:olllll "f 
which would be "itlt,,\, insufIicient or superfluous. Willr fi'~:rnl 
to the priority of their discoveries, the plellil'"tellti:rril" fir t :,,'at 
Britain, ill the stll{f'IIIf'lIt presented 11'1 tll!'lll to the AII",rt<'all 
minister, durine; the negotiation in }S;!ti, make the 1;'\\"\\,11I~ ob-
sen'ations : - . 

.. In reply to the allegations, ~n the p:,rt of the \'11111',\ i't:tll'~, 
that their claim to the 1'lIlllltry III '1111,,\11111 IS ,tl'Clr~llr"l\I'll ;rllrl 
confirmed by the ,li~('()\'I'ry of the ,'"lIfi'''S IIi' the (:"\IIIIII'I:t, :rlr,l~ 
by the exploration of the course of tInt nver to tlt" "':t, \'1 I ,I'" Is 
and Ularke, ill ISI).;-'Ii, (:1'1'''\ 13ntul\I atfirills, and Call ,,,>\tllctly 
prove, that, if not beii)re, at lea:t III the sallIe and ,,,t1"I''1 IlI 'I,lt 
years her Nortli\\'C'st Tr:,lthll~ t'"lllJl;'II'f h'lu" bynlCall' at tltllr 
agen~ ,\Ir. ThOl;lpSOll: :dl'l':rrly' ",I;rhl"llI'r1 theIr, 1'0s:, alllll:I~, t~,le 
Flat-head and kllllt:r II II , tnlr"" on the Itead-\I "tl I, III malll ,'I, II 11 
of the Columbia, and were 1-!:ral\II;t1ly exte\ldlll~ ~hel1l ~~WII the 

. , I t" of tll~t 1'1\'1'1" thll' "11'l1l0' to (.rl':tt bntalll III pnuclpa s IC,llll u , ':," , .' ' ,. 

tl' ,ticular as in the discovery lIt thl' lllouth lIt the 11\ Ll, a 
f~:s p~rparitY ~t least if not of priority of llIsl'III'I'ry, as "1 '1"""11 
I, e

l 
0 IT 't d St tf' 'It \\"'0 firom thpst' \'",\'; that. ha\'llJ~ 1,,':l\ll to t Ie III e • :t ,". ' " , ' '" - I "f 

of the Allll'ril':lli ,'stalrlislllll<!ut fOnlll11g III P-ill at the n~lltl , 
the ri\'er, ,\Jr. Thompson 11:1,11'111·,1 !hlther, l\~'scl'lllIJllg t e III I r 
to 'ls"crtaill the nature of that estabhs!lllleut. " I 

\,', ~he words "ilt t//I' "flllll' flilri suJ,."'f(/"1I1 !If'f/rs are ~alt I~r 
. ", h I' t" of the O('CUITelll'I'S ilhlll'(' lllelltH1lleti wIl e 
lndefililte, t e ( " I'S " 'II' 1 ('wis aud ('\:IrLI' reached the 
stated somewhat more I('s:\, )tl' C' lUI'llbl'a Ri\'er frolll one of its 

'fi (), ft exp IIrIll" Ie a Pacl c ,1','cllI, a cr. 't"'l l' ,I'" \IIIUllt;,ill' to its mouth, 1111 
t Ilead w"tl'rS III Ie ,,)I, \ ' f IllllStl'aS"rIl -" I I '. O'ofl;,tI(', ",willherea-

1 - I f i\ "llIlrer l;,(},;. II tIe Spflll,... "", 
tl\l' at 1 0 1 OH'. "",' F azer and other per,'"I' ill tlte l'IIIJ ,1,,\'­
ter be ShOWll, i\I1. ,_,llllilil, r y crosspd tlte n'lI'ky \!illlllt;LlllS, 
ment of the Nilrtltw~:st c.'~~P~~e :.,tilh d~gree of Lt\j't\lllc, and "s­
through the grfieat tc

B
,ll\n, tnriill"-l"l't \\'l'st ill' that cham, on 

tablished tltl' rst fl IS 11' ~l"'rtl;,'r south; but no e\'idence 
, 'L I'c about two (e"rel', ' ., 1 t 

}< razl'r oS a., B . '';'1 b'ects had t;\Tr VISltel allY par 
has been obtained that fltl~ I SU J 
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180G, o.f the "OlllJtl'V draincd IJY the Columbia, ahove the falls of that 
ri \'('r, Lt'1;)r<' tite snmmer of I sll. In that ycar, Mr, Thompson, 
astronomer of the :\nrtlnl'cst Comp:llly. and his party, on their 
,,'av down the stream, f, ,r the purpose of :lIlti('ipating the Amer­
ICrlilS at its mouth, did build some huts on the northern branch, 
and did there open trade with the Flat-head and l __ nntanie In­
dians; and from those posts J,lr. Thompson did indeed hasten 
down tn the oee:m, where he, however, foulld the citizens of the 
l'll i tC'1 1 States in full possession. 

b'.';, ~nnll after the relltrn of 1., '\I'is and Clarke, an clfort was made 
by- the Governments of the Cnited States and (~reat Britain to fix 
the boundary between the possessions of the t I\'() (>"\H'rS in 
America west of the ,\Iississippi and the lakes. By the fifth ar­
ticle of the eOlIITntion, :l~n!,:d on at London in April, 1 ,"iJi', be, 
t\F~"1l ;']e'S'TS, ;'\!onroe and Pinckney, on the one part, :11111 the 
Lords Holland and "\lIckbud, on the other, it was stipulated 
that "a line drawn dlle north or south (a,.; th<' rase may rt'(luire) 
Cn,m the most nortl1\\'(-stl'rn point ofthl' I ,alic of the \"nods, until 
it shaII intersect the ,Elt!J paraIIel of north latitude, and, from the 
point of such intersection, due \\Tst, alollg and with the said 
parallel, slJali be the dh'idillg-line between his -'lajr"ty's territo­
rips and those of the l'llitc(1 States, to the westward of the said 
lake, as far as their sairl J'I's]lI'<'Ii\'; territories extend in that quar­
ter; and that the said line shall, to that extent, form the south­
ern boundary of his Majesty's said territories and the northern 
boundary of the said tf'rriinril's of the United States: }J!'IiI' id('rI, 
That nothing in the present article shall be cnnstrued to ,,\:tl'I)(1 
to the Hnrtin\'Est coast of .\Il:erica, or to the territories belonging 
tn or claimed by either party on the continent of America to th~ 
,,"cqward of the Stoney Mountains_" Tlli, article "':1' approved 
h~' both Governments; President Jefferson, neverthelPss, wished 
tliat the prol'isfJ respecting the northwest coast should be omitted, 
as it ",' could krH' little other effect than as an offensive intima­
tion to Spain that the claims of the United States extend to the 
Pacific Ocean_ However reasonal,lc such claims ma\' be, rom­
pared with those of others, it is impolitic, especially at t'lle present 
moment, to slrclI!.:then Spanish jealousies of the United States, 
which it is pmh:",ly an object with Great Britain tn excite, by tlie 
clause in questioll," The convention, howel'cr, was not con­
cluded; and no other negotiatinll, relative to boundaries west of 
the great lakes, took ph''; between the British and "\lIll'fI('an 
(;,wernments until 1"11. • 

A narr~lti\'e of the expedition of Lewis and Clarke, compiled 
from the .Journals of those officers and of some of their Illel!, was 
pnl,ji,IIC'll at Philadelphia in 1:-;1-1; the most material circum­
st3n?eS and discoveries, however, berame generally known im­
medIately after the retl~rn of the exploring party, and the in!or­
matlon led to conlllwrrmi L'lIli-rl'riscs on a larae scale in the llll­
ted States and in British America. Before n~ticing these ~lIter-

t' 'Lett',"r of J,,1\' 301h, lRtl7, from 'dr. lIbdisOD, then Secretary of State of lhe 
fllll,.i States, to .\le.,:::.c:;, l'tlunrue and Plllchner. 
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pri~es more p~lrti~\l1arly, it should be mentioned,'that en']' since 1,-;(;: 
the cOil('lllSilill nftilc 11'1':11\" of commerce and 1I;,,"i:!:ltinn ofI7'.11, 
bpt \\"1'('11 the UI'I.iteu ~klll~S' and Gr(',:1 IhiLlin, a considerable trade 
had 1""'11 {'illTiellon h\' AlIJericans ",ith lil" Indians inhabitinz 
the countries "I)flllt 11;,' Upper ,\Jis •. issil'pi and Lake :-iuperior: 
The rl'tllrns from this traffic \I'Ne IlIilll,. exdusively in furs, 
whll~h were transported tn :'Ipw York, and thence shipped for 
Lonrlon or Call1olJ; the lmsillC!ss was c(HldlH'ted chiefly under 
the direction and by 1I"':lIIS nf Illf' funds (If John Jacob AHnr. 
'1 (':'rllIan merchant ofl;lr:!" calli1;" residillz in :'lew York; tho:lzh 
IlW1:Y indi\'irluills in the \vest<~rn :-States alld Territories nfthe re­
publIC were rlJ~':':!f,,1 ill it on their own :t"Ulllllt. (".p'c,·iil/I)" alier 
the ;w'Illisiti"l! r:f Llllli,i:lll:l. \1"lii"11 "pf'lIc,1 a IlIll(':' wider Jidd 1;)[ 
the'l' ":\:r,rli"IIS, :-Still, the greater portinu (,f the furs sellt fr,'l]n 
Amrrica were those ('IIIIf1f'1<',l hy the British tradil!!! C(11Ilpilllir" 
whi"h \\'I're continually PX1r'llrli11!! their establishments west­
ward, and ','1"1'11 ,s()utI11l':ll'lI. \\'ithil! the supposed limits of th" 
United Slates, to the il111](I\,ilwe of the citizens of that repllbli~. 
To all 111f'se ilHliviullilis ':,Jld "s,,,,,iali,>jiS the uiscon'ries IIJ 
Lewis il]1Il ('Iarkc pr"'''l!1(,rI 1]('11' "i"I\'s lit" udvalllilC!;"";, "'hidl 
eal'!l l'II:lrilvnre,1 "'illl"'I: II"by tn i1I'l'r"l'riilt.'. 

Tile British fllf-1r;"ln'; J!I:If\.: tll"ir Jir,1 1,,~tilhll':lIll1'llt 11I'\'ond l"I'C. 
tll" H()('ky ,\lillllltilillS in I' 1I"I.\n expedition' It)r this purl'''''' 
1",,1 been "lIlltl'IIII""lI"rI by them in the precedillQ )"l'ilr. in ,,"ll,,'­
ql1<'ll"() nfinfi.rflliliiflll r":;I""~1il"~ tli" "i,''''>: oftlw .\IJll"ri"illi (:11\'-

8mlllent. oJ,l:linc:1 ,,"Ilill' L"wi" and Clarke \\"'r,' sl"'ndlllC!; the 
willl::r of 1;;11 J-',-. ilt th,· "\l:tlHlilll ("\\'11 Oil tlw MississIppi; Iliit It 
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1806. was not ('~rried into effect until the spring of 1806, when Mr. Si­
mon Frazer, a partner of the N"rthwest CornpallY, establi~hed a 
tradinQ'-post on Fm:;;er':s Loi.-r', lIear the 54th parallel, III the 
country slllce called ,Yell' (ilh'f/ollio.. . ." 

The earliest attempts made by ('Itlzens of the UllIted ~t~trs, 
for similar T'lirposes, were th",,' of all association ftlrmed at St. 
Louis in n·o,,>, called the J.1Iiss()lIri Pur CO/llpllllll; at its head 
was an f'nterprising :"pallidrd, named l\lallUel Lisa, thrOIl2"h 
whose exertiolls, chiefly, several trading-posts were, within tile 
two rnsuin~' p'~trs, established fill the Upper Missnmi, aud one 
beyond the 1{'H'kr .\[l'llIltains, on the head-waters "f the Lewis, 
the southern branch of the Columbia. The post on the Lewis 
appears to haye been the first PH'r formed by white men in the 
Coulltry drailJ('d by the C"lumbia; the elllllity of the sal'ages in 
its vicinity, and the difficulty of procuring a rf'gular supply of 
food, howel'cr, obliged Mr. Henry, the superil1teudent, to aban· 
don it in 1,;;10. 

1810, Alllltlwr association, for the prosecution of the fur trade on the 
northwestern side of the continent, which was formed at l\elV 
Y(lfk in 1:-;10, requires parti('ular nlltice, as the transactions con­
nee ted with it hal'(' asslIllJC'd a ('haracter decidedly political. This 
assoriatinn was railed the PaC'?/ic Fur COJJlPOII!!.' Its originator 
was John Jaroh ;htllr, the (:"rman merchant above mentioned, on 
whose commercial sagacity and efficiellcy it would be needless 
to dibtc'. He was, in fad, the company; one-half of its shares 
were held, nominally at least, by other persons, but every meas­
ure was di('tated by him, and ('arried into elfw"t. by means of his 
capital. His plan was to establish trading.posts on the Colum­
bia and its branches, as well as on the P:u'ific coasts and the 
head-waters of the Missouri, which were to be slIpplied "'ith the 
IlC"r"'>S:lry art ides, either by way of the latter river, or from a 
prilwip:d factory, to be founded at the mouth of the Columbia, 
whither all the furs collected at the other places were, at stated 
periods, to be brought. The principal· factory was to receive 
~oods, by ships sent out annually fi'om New York, which, hav­
mg dlscharged their eurg"C's at the mouth of the Columbia, 
were to be reladen with ti.us for Canton, when0(' they wf1uld 
c.arry back to :\'ew York teas, silks, and other Chinese produc. 
tlOns. It was also contemplated that the Russian settlements on 

, • The sketch of the history of tbe Pacific Company, which fullow.', has been de. 
Tlveo from- _ 

I L)~ller from J. J. A,tor to 1\lr. Adams, then Secretary of S o'~, dated Jannary 
23, IrL:i,_ wlI,h doeuments annexed, puhw·,hed ",lIh Prt'''ldr..'nt i\]'llIfoe's me .. ~age t() 
elll]:!/ t''''~, o1.lhe ~'7lh of lh~ f:ame munth. 01 her leller;"\, nnpuhh .. hed, frurn :\1r" A .... 
tOf, h<tve abo been e.xammed, and many cnrious detailS have beeu receIved hom 
hun verbally, 

It Asturia, or Anecdotes of an Enterprise beyond the R0<'kl" Mountains: by 
Wa .... hmglon Irvm~; c(J~pll.ed chiefly frum the raper~ of J\lr. A~tor. The wurk is 
tuo \.I ell known t( reqUIr~ farlher "h:-..'n·utJon .... rf'~rll>( .. tjn,! H. 

III. Adventurcson the CUlllmhJo RiveJ: hI' R,·" C"X. The "ulhor had bee-n pm­
plo\,t'd as a c erk in the Padtic C'Jmpany, whil'h he qUlttl'd for a similar .... jll,aJion 
und,er Ihe .North\\'e.~t Cump,any; his book contain" IPallY det<:I1ls ft'lative tu the fur 
tral e and Ils e,labhshmeDt in the regiun uf the Columbia. 
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tllp Pacific shoul(l be furnished by the company's H~s,rb with 1'10. 
s\If:h foreign ~rtu~les as they required, furs being tah'll in ex­
change; alld, III order to effect this more ~nlll 1'11:1<'1 y, as well as 
t" 1'II'I'('llt the orcurrence of difficulties, ",llielI Illi"lIt otherwise 
be allticipated, an agent was despatched to :'it. Petersburgh, who 
concluded an all'III:!I'II"'llt securing to the Pa"ili,' ('''IIII''III\", 
under certain l'OlldiliIJlI.'i, tile exclusive privileO'e of tradill" \I'iill 
till: 1:1I",i'lil "\lllel'i':an j11"."'SSiIlIlS. " -

Fur the eXI:f'lIlioll of Illcse plans, ~Ir. .\stoT l'Il:!":!I'11, as part­
IH'fS In the cOIll:el'll, a nUlllIJl'], of persons, 111'al'l), ,<II :-;""II'lllJIen, 
who had been 101le; in the service of the .\IIIIIIII'I',t !.'lIlllJl:tIlV, 
t"e;,'IIII'1 ",itii some AlIlI'li"'JlIS alld C"lladi,,",s, \1'110 werl' a~­
qllainted with till' fur lrad,'. TIII'SI: partllers \I'I'W III ('olldul'\ the 
blJ"illl',,-, in II,e west, under till, din'ctillil (If a ~('Ilelal agl'llt, cho­
sen by them ji,l' fil'l: ),cals; anr! tlll'v were tl) ,11<1]'(' alllllll" tl"'I1I­
selves olle half of the profits, the otl;,']' half beine; i'I,t:Jilll'll 1'1' .'11'. 
Astor, \\'1111 ,,,h"JlII'I'd all the flilld, , and 'lll"'lilltl'IIII,'d till' atr:Jirs 
al ,\('11' York. The 1"'I'SlIllS H'lllJin,d ji'r 11,1' ildi'l'i"r "tlil'I" and 
(""I'I"j'IIII'II!.S II;I\'ill~ b"I'11 ,<lSi' ('I1""",'d, the first partY'lllitt('d 
1\:"\1' )'lIl'k jill' the ('lIiIllIII,ia in :-;"I'I"II1I)('r, I ,'illl, in IIII' ship 
Tllllllllin,I'IIIIIIlJaIH]eu by .I"":1llrlll '1'1,111'111'; ill J:llllt.II'~' filllow­
ill!.!·, th" s""lIlId "d'II'IIIII('lIt sI'\ "lit from ,"I. Llillis,1I1I its \I':ly 
ann,ss the ('lIlIlinent, 111111,,1' lill' dil'l'I'lion ,>1 Ilil'''11 I'""" Hllllt, 
of ,\"W .I('r"T, who had 111'('11 appoilll,." !.!:"IJI'I',d ;1',["111 by the 
b""I''' of l"II'III,'rs, Ti,t' ship 1':II1<'l'l'l'i,,', (':lpl:lin 1':I>llI'tts, hat! 
al.,,, 11I~1'1i SI'1I1 in 1"11~1 to the \lIrlh 1':I"ili,', til make I '/'I '1':ll'a, 
tnn' ]'I,St'<1I'1'III'S alld inquiries alllllll!.!: thc HI".,i'"1 ,"'III"II11'lIts, 
all,l on the ""asts which WI'l'e til III' Ihe S<:C'llI" of till' 111'1\' ""111-
pallY's "1"'l'alilllls. 

'Lilli' T""'1l1ill arrin'[\ at thl' moulh ,,1'1111' (',,1,11111,1,[ in :'IIarrh, ],11 
l:---:Ll~ :1))d, 111'1' !.!:(Hlfl." and paSSt·tl~j·r:-; ":l\'ill~ /H'I'II tlwrc·lallllt'd,:\lar~h:!:~. 

she sail,'" t"W'II'''S II,e north in ""II'I'h of rllrS, Il,'liq'" her dl'-
parllll''', a spot was ('hIlSl'11 "II till' ,sonth bank of t,he river, l'i."llt 
lIIik, ti'II111 the III'can, as the silt' 01 11/1' pl'lI I" IJJaI tell'lllry, WIII,'h, 
in ('''llll'liIIJl'llt III till' IIl'i,!.!:ill:lIl'1' of the enterprise, ",as namcd 
As/uri,/, III the course "j IllI' l'IISllllle; Slllllllll'l', the IJJII,t ['"ell­
tiallJ\lildill~s \\'(']'1' 1'1'1'['11,,/, ~'II'I"'IIS \\'1'1''' pLlllleo, traoe was be-
gun with the nalil'l's, a siliall 1'"",,1 was built and launchcd, and 
e\t'I'y thillg '1I'1""II'I'd to promise '11<"'1'" to IllI' ,:sla"l~slllllent. L 

III .lilli' a d,'I'lI'lllllcnt of 1"'I'SIIIIS 111 the ,,'1'\'1"1' of the \~'rlh-Ju,:, 
we,,,t ('IIill l"'lI y' al'riI'I''[ at ,\,sIIIri'l, unde~ the dlfectlOn lit :I[r. 
Thoilipson, the astronomer of that a,ss,wlaIII~Il, whn had left :'lIon, 
treal ill the 11I'1'I'ilills year, with the 111[1",'1 "j ',IIlI1<'IJ ':JIIII" the ne~v 
C"IJlI"JlI), in "'Tu]l)'ing the mouth lit the ( IIhlll""'\, ,( III their 
W'I\' down, till'\' Illlill hilts and hOIsted 11:1",)' and besto\\ed names 
011 'various sp"is, Ii)' war "I' If/kill"i'''.'.'' "~';""' as they """Sldl,:pt! 
it, "f the tl'ITit"r), j;,r their '''I'I'I'I'I"Il. 1/["1', ho~vever, arrned 
too 1'111' at the most import.1nt plllllt; and were oblIged to retracde 

I , ,t tile northward havin" been reeen'eo and treate t)('Il" ('olll:O-;I' I) ... , -, . . \1 ~ 

with ~re;1t att"llti'HI at the far tory hy 1111'11' old friends, ' ;",'r': 
l\J,'i )111 I !.!::I II , ,'I;lI'k;1Y, and :)tlI;1rt, 11,le ],;1rtJII'l'S of, the \~I' 1.1' .. 
CUIJlI"lII)" then directing its aif,urs III the we,t. 1< roUl t e Ill-
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~Sll. formation whirh has been obtained, it appears to be certain that 
bv this party were established the first British trading-posts on 
tIle ColullIbia; and that th .. \' II'PI'(', illdee,l, the first white men 
who (,\','1' 1l~I\'i!!~lt"" the 1I0rtli"1'I1 branch of that rh'er. 

In the course OIl' this ~Ull1ln('r, also, several trading-posts were 
psu,hli~hed by the Pacific Fm C()]lIP:lllY in the interior of the 
coulltry; of which, the principal was one situated at the confiu­
enre of a river, called the Okan<l!!:lll, with the ( ',,jlllilhin, about 
four hundred miles frolll the lIJ<>lltiJ of thc latter. llllrill~ the 
",inter which followed, the people of Astoria were subjected to 
many ,\isr'<>lllf,rts, but nothing oeelllTf'l\ r:ll"lllatec\ to lessen their 
hopes as to the ultimate success of the undertaking. 

Meanwhile, the other party of the Pacific Company's men, 
proceeding from SL Louis, under Mr. HUllt, ascended the _\lis­
souri, tll the countrv oftlle .-\rirkara Indians, near the Great Bend 
of the ri\-er, :llUI thenre pursued their journey by land to the 
Rocky:'l!nllntains. After l':1s,ill!! this ndge, Ileal' the ·1-;Il! de­
gree of latitude, they r[,'srClu\r-d one of the bnmches of the 
J,PII'is. (probably that now called ' .... 'II/mOIl /tin']',) to the C(llllJllbia, 
amI rrae\wrl Astnria in the spring of 1~1:2, ]'~\\'ill2' undergone 
innumerable ditlirulties from cold, filti!2-ue. and want of food. 
Srarcely had they arri,'ed at the j;tctory, when news was receirerl 
of the destrnetion of the ship TOll(jl1ill and her whole crew, with 
Iii,> "~""pti01ll of the Indian interpreter, at one of the inlets near 
.'{,,"tka :-10111nr1; the crew were overpowered by the s:lY~ge.". who 
killed the zreater part of them inllilerliatl'iy, and the yessel was 
then blown up by the clerk and others who had taken refll~~ in 
the hold. This disaster was cilhdated to depress the hop", of 
the p,.rsnns ellg-:,!:!,,.d in the enterprise; their '·'"lraC'c. howcn·r, 
appears to have lll'('ll undill1inished, and they ]'11 rSllct\ their la­
bors diligently, being confident that the company (that is to s~y, 
1\1 r. Jbt<>r) ("(,uld bear much heaVier pecuniary losses without in­
jury to its credit. 

ISI~_ In 'hr. 1"1:2, the .\qnriam were still farther encouraged, by 
MJj ~l_ th~ :Irril-:d of the ship Beaver from Xl'''' York with supplies and 

relllft,rCeJllents; and it was detenllined (lI11f"rtnnately f"r the 
cause, as will aftcnnm\s <lpprar) that ~\lf. Hunt should sail in 
her to the northern coa<'(s, and yisit the Russi<ln SI·tt)Clll(·llts, in 
order to see what commercial intercourse could be carried on 
,,'ith them. He accordingly took his departure in that yr:'s,,'\ in 

A..ug. August. lca,-inz the <lffairs of the fa<.:tory under the dirertion of 
!Ur. Duncan :'I'lcDougall, one of the Seoteh l'"rtllers, who had 
been so long in the service of the i\'ort)lll'cst ('<>1111'''11),. 

1813. In .I:llllI:lrV, ]:-;l:~. the news of the derlaration (lj' war by the 
JanuarY·l'nited ~tates "~,,illsi (;]'I'I( Britain reached _tst<>ri<l. where it ,,'as 

brnuC'it t by pers;lIls sellt for the pmposc from ;\' .. '" York; and, in 
the cour,se of June ti,J[,l\I'illZ . .\11' .. \IcTa,-islt, one of the partners 
of. the :\ort!JII'est Company, arri,'ed at the factory from Canada, 
bnllzlllg" rulllors of the approach of a British naval force to take 
P<>'''-'';;IOII of the mouth of the Columhia. T!wse announce· 
ments appear t<> kl\"e bepn recein;d with satisfaction by Mr. 
McDougall and his brother Britons, three of whom (mcluding 
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Ross Cox, the author of ,\'i.l' )"'(//'8 fI" ti.'" ('olUlld);If) immedl- 1~13 
ately quitted the service of the Paritif' Company, and elltered 
that of the rival association; while the others allllll~t Ullallilllnll,1 V 
Cl(!'rcl'rl to. ,,j';HlllolJ the f'ntITl'ri,p, I1l1ir'''S tlwy should speedily re-
cel \ e assIstance and supplIes from J'\ew Y"rk, 

From \ "w York, ho\\'('n'r, nothing came, The ship Lark had 
been despatched by J\Ir. A qnr with articles and men for A51"ria; 
but she was wrecked near the coast of one of the S"nd\\'ich 
bia~rl k in the latter part of 1,-.;1 :~, The Goyernment "I' the 1 'lli­
ted States had aisil d"li'nlllr,,',\' ill "lIl1'I"llIr'II,'e of :\11'. A,),,,'\ 
representations, tn selld th" fri!!'lk Adams to the north ['" ::,' , 
for the ]1J'lIkl'tilill of tlrf> infant -settiellll'nt; but, .illst as sl)l' ,,'as 
about to sail from .\"\\, York, it became nf'rcss,rrv to transfer 1",1' 
en'w to Lake Ontario, ami the Idn('k:r"I~ of the .\rnerican ports hy 
Bl'ili"lr lk"ls rendered all farther efforts to COllyey '1\1"'111" tn ,\S' 
toria 1111,n')rilill!!, 

SOlill :tli,'}' 1Ilf' partnf'rs oflhr' Pacific ('nllrp'l1r), had ;;'Jlfll'd the 
resnlution, as abo\'f) llr(,lllilllll'd, III "I"llldon the cnnccrn unl,',s 
th,'\, shoulrl ref)cin) 'lssisl:llr"", ,\11. Hllllt, the chief """lit. I'e- Al1~ ~I' 
tUl'i",,, to ,\sllll'i« ill t1", ship Albatl'lI", II" had spellt III" 811111-

IIl1'r "I' 1~:1:~ ill Yi"till~ till' HII"i'"1 ,dtl"""'lIls al :"il<'a, t'lIa­
hl,;JIIm, and Klldiak, aud h,,,1 COll,'ol"r! a \'«111,<1>1" ""I'eoll of furs, 
",ilieh W(']'I' ,'ani,'" to (',,")1111 ill till' Il":11 ,'r. HUIlt. 1,11,,',,\'('1', 
al','nlllpalli,',J that ship 1111 filftl,,'r than III till' ,-';"I"I"'il'h bl«lIds, 
wi,,'I'" he was inf(lfI11eU of till' war betwI','ll till' Pllil",l SI:lI," 
and (;I'I"lt Ilril:,iu; and, Il('illQ' '"lXillls to r:IIII\"'Y' the Il""'S wilh-
0111 delay to \'llIl'i;l, II" I'h«I'II'rl,d till' ship ,\11",11'11," of 1:",1,,", 
wiIi,'h \;,«, 1:1I'1l II'III'!' «t \v "IIIlII, aud prll,'""d,'" III h,'r 10 the 
C;"l,;mbia, lIe W;'8 at first ",111111"1,,.1 <It I'", 1"'SlIllIti,," "<1"1',,,(1 
by th,' nther partll"I'S, bill. III' "'«s at 1:'"'!lh illthl""" )'.' ""Ii 'ur 
with them <IS to its proprlf'tl'; Hl1d, ,111,,1' l'I'III'"I1II1~ a I,'w d,,)'s, 
1", :lc;-"ill sailt-'[ to tl", s"lIth 1"lI'ilil',in tlll':Hhall'O", I"r tlw )'ur- Au,' ct, 

1)1"" Ill' tilldill~ 81l1l11' sl'ipto ('onn'Y' IIII' IlIl's',then ""1',,01 In IIII' 
[:"'1"1'1', III (',ll1ton, .\1 ]\"n,1Ill'\':lh, (0111' 01 1111' \I :I,IIlII!!llIn 
is!. 11 I:", dis"II\'I'I'I,d by 1112;1',111:1111 ill 11',11,) he 1,..:lfllI',l (11),1 a :\'U\ 

Britisll s'lIl,,,II"'"' umler ('IlI1IIIlI1llore Hill)'I:r, \I'''; nn liS way 10 
till' 1"JI'ili,', iUlIl'd,'1' to n",'ul'I' the Illiluth nl IIII' t. "III'ld'I)r; upon 
n.",'ivill~ tllis news, II" h'ISI('lIed III the S:lIld"',,,h blands, <lnd, 
ha\'ill'~ 11"'1,' 1'11)'1'1"1'1,,1 tlI,' .\llll'l'i,'''" I,ri" Pedlar, he ,,111,,'\ III 
111'1' fir ,\sloll'i'I, \\'111'1'1' he arriyed 1111 Ih,' '!~Ih of FI'i>ru,II'1', I ~I L 

'I'll" f,t<, or thl.' "a"ili,' ('Illllpauy, [Iud lit It, 1',lai>iIshlllellt, III 
Northwest .\IIIl'l'i"'l, had, however, been deCIded ere the arrl\'al 
of tile Pedlar in the ('"llllllbia, , " 

(I" th" 7th nt' (kl,>lwr a ]'l1(ly of men 111 the SN\'WC "I the Oct, ~ 
i'"l'lllwI"t (Jonrp:III\' 1',11 lie dowu th~ riYer tn \'I"l'la,l~nrler the 
tli !'I",tion of .\I,'ssl", ,\kT:I\'lsli and ~llI:lI't., They arrn ed wlth-
ont either ammnnition Ill' 1'1'I)"isillIlS, \\'Iule the people nf the 
1'11'1',1'1' "'lin nearly (''lll,lil,'" them in nllmbcr, wPl'e well 'IIP-
1',lil'" 'j:1 C\"'I'\' r<'sp')('(, [lml their !'lI,titi,'alill\lS and 1]1':1\')' ~Ull' 
would II'\\'I' ':II~I,k,1 them tn withstand any attal'ks \\'Iwh 1l1l~,I': 
Itan' been anti, il'"tl"l under ordinary I'lr'lIll1,laJlo'CS, The lIe\\ 
C(lllll'I'S, h",,'C\'l'I', brought ini"nllatI{)u, IIpon which the partners 
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1813, 

Oct. 16, 

Dec, I. 

at Astoria could depend, and which proved to be perfectly correct, 
that a br~e armed ~!tir, the ISI/(/I' Tor/d, had been fitted out at 
Lnm\oll, I,), the l'\ortll\\'est Company, and was on her way to the 
C.-Ju:nbia, nnder convoy of a frigate,lf'ith the obiect of t(lkill:! 
rtlf'/ rlestroyill,!{ "renl tkill!! A /l1f'rimlf in that, quarter. ]\les~rs. 
,\kTavish and :'Stllarl, 011 cOlllillunwatmg this news, to which 
they added accounts of the complete bl()ekad(~ of the coasts \If tile 
Ullited ~tat('s by British squadrons, at the same tillle proposed to 
purchase the whole of the establishmen,ts, furs, and o,ther pr?per­
tyof the Pacific Company, III the terrItory "t tll(~ Columbia, at 
prir:es to be fixed by common consent; they also offered to engage 
in the seryi('e of the l\ortll\\'cst Company any of the persons at­
tar:hed to the Allwril'all ('Olleern, at the same wages which they 
were then n:('C'iving, and to send baek to the United States such 
as Illi"ht not choose to be thus "1111'1,,),,'(1. To these propositions 
the partners at A,storia n~s"l ved to assent; and an agreelllcllt was 
accordingly signed, between them and the chiefs of the other 
party, on the 16th of the l1lonth, by which" all the (·stl/b/ish-
1IImt:'!, till'S, (flld property," above mentioned, were sold to the 
North \\'cst COlllr~llIy, for about forty thousand dollars, given in 
the shape of bills on :\lol1treal. ' 

The business appears to have been managed, on the side of 
the Pacific Company, almost entirely by Mr, McDougall, whose 
conduct on many occasions, during the transaction, as well as 
afterwards, was such as to induce suspicions that he was actu­
ated by improper motins of self-interest. It is, however, diffi· 
cult to determine what ()tller ('ourse ought to have been pursued 
by him and the other partners, under existing cirCUllistaIH'e~, 
They lllight, inde('(\, haye held out their stockaded fort against 
the enemy, or have eifectc(l a retreat with their property to some 
place ill the interior; but this would haH been to no purpose, 
while they could expect neither to F'I'l'ive supplies of goods for 
trading li'om the United :-ltates, nor to selld their furs for sale to 
Canton. :\11'. Astor dedares that he would have preferred the loss 
of the place ,and property by a fair capture to a sale which he 
considered disgraceful; and those who know him well are con­
vinced that he speaks as he feels. But mercalltile men are, in 
general, supposed tl) consider discretion among their agents as 
the better p~rt of valor; and .\k Dougall may have reasonably 
considered 11lmself bound to act rather lor the iuterests than for 
the glory of the P~wific Company. 

While the busiw'ss of the transfer of the furs and merchandise 
at A,tnria was in progress, the British slonp of war Racoon en­
tered the Colun:bia, ~nder the command of Captain Black, who 
had hastened thither 111 hope of securing a rich share of pluuder 
by the capture of the fort and magaz1I1es of the l'.wific Com­
pany. He found the flag of the United States waving over the 

; :rhis contract may he fonnd at length intbe American Srate Papers, ediled by 
L" fie "lid Fran" 1111, (~[ "I'e!taneou,,) vol. 11, I 'CI ge 10 II. The C, "'Tlh article con­
lams a cumplde ll ... t of all H the eslabti.<;l/.ment,'i (tus, and slock on lutnd" with then 
re:-peellve vatuatlOn j the buildill,gs are value"j aL £:!OJ. ' 
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factory, which was surrendered, immediately on his appearance, 
by the chief agent :\l~Dougall; but the furs and goods which 
were to reward himself and his crew for their exertions, had be­
come the property of their own fellow-suhjr,c:ts, and were then 
floating up the river in the barges of the :\"rtitwcst C"'llp,IIIV. 
'l'he captain of the Racoon could, tIJPfI·j;,re. only IIII,""r the fhig 
of the United SI,,"'s, and hoist that of Britain over the factory, 
the name of which he at the same time, and with due solemllity, 
changed to Fort (;'·"rgr·. These duties being cOllipleted, he took 
his departure for the south .• 

Three months afterwards, (that is, on the ~Stit of February, 
1814,) Mr. HUlltt arril'"d at the Cnlll[nbia in the brig P"dlar, 
wl,i"it he itad, as already stated, chartered for the I",rl'''''' of r;"ll­
veying the property of the Pacific C''''III''llly to GallIon. He 
found Mr. l\!r;[)ougall in charge of the f:wtorr, llot, 11"1Vl'I'er, as 
an agent of that comp.lny, but as a partner of the ,\"rtllw,.,t 
Company, into which he had been already admitted; all(l HUlIt 

1813. 

Dec. 1~ 

1R14 
Feb, :!-< 
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1814. had therefi)re merely to close the concerns of the former associa­
tion'in that pa~t of America, and to recei n~ the bills given in pay­
ment for its effects. Having done this, he re-embarked III the 
Pedlar; and, taking with him three of his former companions in 
Wide lic sailed for the United St~ltcs, by way of Canton. (If 
the other persons who had been connected with this enterprise, 
some engaged in the service of the .\'ort!J\\·e"t Company, and 
some returned across the continent to the Cnited States. 

Such was the 1ennination of the Astoria enterprise, for no at­
tempt has been since made by the I'aeifie Company, or by any 
of its members. to form a trading establishment on the north­
west co~st of \J,,,·ri(':t. The scheme was most wisely projected, 
and its failure ('alL scarcely be attributed to any circumstances, 
the occurrence of which might have been anticipated when its 
execution was !)I';,;"lI. That ships might be lost at sea, and that 
the adventurers lIIi;.;ltt suffer from cold, or hunger, or the attacks 
of s~\'a;es-casna!ti('s snch as those were to be expected, and 
pW"isi(ln was made against them; but ill 1810, when the Ton­
quin sailed from Xcw York, no one anticipated that before the 
end of two years the United States would have been at war with 
the most powerful maritime nation in the world. The war trav­
er,,·d every part (If the plan. Communications between the ports 
of the United States and the Columbia by sea, were rendered 
difficult and uncertain; while those by land were of little advan­
tage, and were liable to interruption by the J\orthw('st Company; 
j"',icil's w/ti"/t, the furs could no longer be transported with safety 
to (·auton. J\loreo\"'r, all the most acti"e and skilful persolls in 
the PlilpinYlllcnt of the Pacific CfIllipany, except Mr. HUllt, were 
British ,uhi,·,·ts, whose feelings of attachment for their native 
land and if'; cause naturally rendered them discontented, when 
they,\'pre thus placed, in a manner, conspicuously among the 
ranks of its enemies. If Mr. Astor may be considered as having 
acted imprudently in any part of his arrangement, it was certain­
ly ill ellgagillg so large a proportion of persons unconnected with 
t~e l'liitcd :-itates by birth,. citizenship, or feelings, in the forma­
tIOn of establishments which were so essentially American in 
character and objects. That those establishments should have 
fallen, m.ust ~e a subject of regret to every American, as there 
can be little If any doubt that, had they been maintained until 
the termination of the war, the enterprise would ha\'c succeeded, 
and the whole region drailled by the Columbia would now be in 
the ([uiet and undisputed possession of the people of the United 
States. 
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CHAPTER 1:\:. 

Restoration of the settlement at the motllh of the Culumbia to thr' ,'";,, I ;;tate' 
agreeahly to the treaty ufGlierH, and ~u!J: .. t'ql1eIJl U""l'f,/el/J!-. 01 the HI III"JI (3 ~'\·'·'l~~ 
mt':I~ wIlli reganl!u that aCl~CunventHJll ul Oc:t()bt'T, 1,"'11':1, bel\\ 1'!:11 bl 1:,ll .u11~:-lIn 
alloJ ,the Unlled ~talt'!-.) relative II) the nIlIlJlll'!,> we:-.t ul !he l~\I' !,y .\!(I!III'dltj~­
Florala lIeaty ~etwe~II...:'pilJII Jlld tbe FIJJ!('d Sta:c--, concluded jll !":-..I:I-I:'''IJ"'rks 
or~ the eUIIveullOn u1 I j~IO-Pr()(·('('IIl!lg.., III the (:('IJ'~ress of the l'IJlkd ""-1;)'1'" rd-
atIve to the ?orth\Vt·~t .coas.ts: in the 11"'1)' auf! JlJ "lIlhl'tj'WII{ rears-i\1ea ... ures 
ad. 'pled hy (J.t I ;1[ Bfllam \\'1111 Ill' h(' krl il(lrw') In l,""'·~ 1-:\c1uf Parii::uneDt 
e"l"! 'I I"ll n~ J'lr!"r]II'111 'II of t: I r·llllrh. I h r{JJl':lll JIll 11Jf' 1 nr! .;1 II count rie, of Nlrnh 
A IIH:III';1-COQ!J1 )rIll 111 the J J 1lr\..,U], ':-.13 I i' and tile ;\'Jllit\\·I.',r ('111J1IJ:JlJle ... -Decree 
01 the ({U ....... I:J1I EIII(H'lut 111 ll"'l".!i, allt1 l.iegotiations belwe n Ihe l;"'.ernmenls uf 
the.'- L'J!el! i')1~Jtl -..llJI·.J.[ 1;II,aIn, and I: tI:"'.t<t , fur the ~eLllelllentlri their ~eVt·J.d 
cIFlItJh-( IJlr\"I]llr In~ 01 , .. <.:] between Hn"':-'I"I [Inri tIlt' l'11Ht"'d Slates, and llf 1-":2:") 
bel\Veen Btl ...... ]:! :11](1 GIl';)! Bnl:1llt-Renewal, in IK.:i, 1)1 the CODvcntWI"I 01 1 ..... IH 
between l~rt':11 BI1I3l1J ~I!ld the L'IIItCU t;lall','-SI.'!;llllaIJOll belweeliliteAmerican 
awl till' Rn""]:lll (;'I\'crnmeots relali\'e to rhe fI'IK\\ai uf ~he fuUflh article' IIi" the 
cunl."(:IJtWII vi Hi:.!!. 

TIlE capture n( )\stnl'ia W:t~ not known to til" "jpnil'()t"lIti:tri"~ 1-:1 
of till' Ulllted ,"'I:tl"~ at (;I"'lIt, when thev,iC(llI'd till' tl":tl\' of 

• lJ,,"I'IIlber ;d, }SI4. That tn':ltv cnlltained 11<' :dlll,i,," t() boun­
daries lI'I'st II(tI", I,:d(l' II(tlll' \\'o,"I~; til .. st"'j""t, how"I','r, had 
bt"'11 discussed dttrill~ the 1J"~IIti'III"II, alld tl ... ,\"",n,'"" lllilli~, 
t"r~ were instructed /,\' tileir (;",','rllll;"lIt to ""I,,"nt to "" daim 
on t/ ... part of (;r .. :lt lirit:lill to the I'ns( at till' III"ttth ot' till' ,'", 
iUlld)la, or til :tll\' oth .. r tl'l'ril"I'\' ~II11th of til<' lill" j()l'Il1ill!! til" 
nort:Jefll boundai-y of tl ... l'lIil,:d St:lt"S, whidt was I'nll,id"rf'd 
as rllnlli II~ :dOll!! tite ,1',ltll par:dl,'1 lit' latitude, '1'1", 1'l'l'rt""lIta­
tin's of tile H"IJlddil' at( ;111'111 <tI"'IInlill!!ly proposed th:lt the said 
p:lr,dl,'1 ,1'IIltld tiJl'1n till' dil idill!! I",,' "dln'l'lI tIll' 1:,111,1, to'I'I'i­
torl<" on the north :11111 tlll,~e 11(11 ... t'lIit"" SI<II," Oil tltt> ",ttth, 
to the westward of tite I ,:Iid' of th" \rllods, "as ftr a~ tl ... said !'I', 

SIIL','II'" t .. rritllri,'~ "~tend in tltat qU<lrlf'r: 1'01/'/1/1'(1, That nlltlllllg 
in tile preselll arti,'le shall be construed In .. ,t"lId til the north­
west ('OLLst of At!II'l"Ji':I, or 10 the h'ITltl)l'ies iwlt.lll.!.!lll.!.! tn,lIl" craJll1-

ed 1,\" either party on the "II11tilll'lIt of ,\II,,'ri,'a, tl' till' lI't',tll'anl 
of tlie Sllllll'\' ,\I'''tllt:lill~, " TJ,,, British art"'liI"d the 1'1'''1''''1' 
111111; but they ill,isl"d on addillg to it a stil'ttl'llion. that th"ir 
sul'i" 't" should at all lillws hal'l' access through the ~l'rrltllrlt>' lit 
the' I '1111".1 Stat('~ to tl\l' ,\Iississippi, allli the rl!!ht lit 1l:II't!!atlllg 
that ril,'r; which IlI'ill~ r",1ected by the,\lItt'ri":III', the ,tll'J""t uf 
boundaries \\' .. ~t of tl\l' 1.:11,,' of the \\',,".1, was dropped . 

• 1:\' the first :lrli,'I" ()f the treaty of (;""111, it was ""\'l'rtill'/o.-sS 
agn.(,.f, "" th(1l fI/I /tJJ'riloJ'Y, plan's, olld jJflssessiulIs U'/UJ/Sflt n'r, 
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1815. 

1817. 

Nov. 26. 

1818. 

Jan. 26. 

Feb. I. 

taken bl! ('itJ,pr party from. tJ,p other r/uri//:;or after the war," ex­
cept certain islands in the Atlantir claimed by both, "s!IO/I/'1 be 
rt'stllj'f'lI'l'it//(illt dr:lay;" and :'11'. Monroe, then Secret~~y of State 
of the {' Ilil<'.! States, accordil,~ly announced to the Bntlsh ('''ar~e 
d'affaires at 'Yasliillgl()n, in J Illy, 1~1;j, the intention of the Pres­
ident to cause the post at the mouth of the Columbia to hi' reo 
occupied immeJlat,ely. l\n measure for that purpose was, how­
ever, taken until the latter part of 1817, when Mr. J. B. Prevost 
and Captain J. Biddle, the rClllilllClIlI\er of the sloop of war (hila­

rio, were jointly commissioned to pro?eed to the mouth of the 
Columbia, and there to assert the claim ()f the United States to 
the sovereignty of the country, in a friendly and peaceful man­
ner, and without the employment of force. Mr. Astor had, in the 
mean time, made several applications to the (~"\'l'I'II11II'llt fi)r its 
aid towards the re-estabhshment of his factories in that quarter; 
and it was chiefly in consequence of his solicitations that these 
measures were adopted. 

The Ontario sailed from l'\ew York for the Pacific on the 4th 
of October, 1 ~17, under the command of Captain Biddle, carrying 
out also the other commissioller, Mr. l'rp\·ost. In the following 
month ;HI'. Bagot, the British envoy at Washington, addressed to 
the Sl~''ft'tary "I' State some inquiries respecting the destination 
of that ship, and the oLjects of her voyage; and having been in­
fonned on those points, he, in a succeeding communication, re- .. 
monstrated against any attempt by the United States to ()r,·upy 
the conntry adjacent to the Columbia, contending that the whole 
region belonged to Great Britain, "having been early taken P()S­
session of in his Majesty's name, and been ('I'er sin~e considered 
as part of his Majesty's dominions;" and that the establishment 
there made by American citizens had been voluntarily aband()n­
ed, "under an agreement with the Northwest Company, which 
had purchased their effects, and had ever since retained peaceable 
possession of the coast." 

As soon as the I1€WS of the departure of the Ontario and of the 
objects of her \'oyage rpached London, Lord Bathurst, the British 
Se~ret:1rr for the Colonial Department, despatched an order to the 
agellts IIftl,,· :\lIrthwest Company at the mouth of the Columbia, 
directing them to gi \'e due facility for the re-occupatjon of that 
settlement by the officers of the United States, in pursuance of 
the first article of the treaty of Ghent; and a similar order was 
sent from the Admiralty to the commander of the British naval 
forces m the Pacific. About the same time, Lord Castlereagh 
proposed to :\11'. Rush, the American envoy at London, that the 
question resperting the p()ssession of the post on the ColullIbia 
should be referred to commissioners. To this Mr. Rush objected, 
on ~he Simple grounds that the spot was in the possession of the 
United States befi)re the war, and that it fell by belligerent cap· 
tu~e Into the hands of Great Britain durillg the war; which facts 
belllg notoTlOUS, there could be no doubt that it should be re­
stored agreeably. to the treaty. Lord Castiereagh, npon this, ad­
mitted the. full TIght of the Amerkans to be reinstated, and to be 
the party III possession while treating of the title; although he 
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expres~ed his regret at the manner adopted by the Clli t("\ StQte, I~IR, to obtam the restitution, which he feared might occasion some dif- Febrllary, ficulty. !\Ir. Rush assured him that the intentions of the Ameri-can Government were in every respect amicable, and that partic-ular care had b~en taken to avoid all cause of ill feeling . • The OntarIO entered the Pacific carl y in lSI S; and it was agreed between the two commissioners, that Captain Biddle should proceed in her to the Columbia, Qnu take P"""",i"lJ of the territory, while Mr. Prc\,,,,t should remain in (,I,ili t" attend to some other business. Conformably with this arrangement, Bid­dle sailed to the Columbia, which he entered in .\ "C'lIQ; and on the 19th of that month he, without Qny opposition, di'ld;'l','d the flag of the I ["it",1 States, and asserted their claims to tl", river and the surrounding territory; after which ceremonies, he re­turned to the South Pacific. III the me3n time Commodore Bowles, commanding the Brit-ish naval f,lrres in the river of La Plata, r"':"i\'er\ an order from his Government to aid in the surrender of the post on the t',), lumbia to any ,'\ IIJl'ri,':t1l officer who might be rnll1lJ,i,sio",'u to rereive it. This order was transmitted, with din'ctio", to seo it Jqll executed, to Captain Sheriff, the senior officer of the Ilriti,lr ships in the Pacific, who detached Captain F. Hi,'k,'Y in the friC':rt" Blossom for that purpose; and tl,t' latter t:!;"lltll'lJralJ, lI1f'rotillC' \Ir. Prevost at Valparaiso, olf"rl"\ him a )1:1S"'"'' t" tl,.. ,",rtllll,,',t eoast, with the object of dr('rlillC; th,. proposed trallsj"r. , The AJIleril'all commissioner a"~"pt,'d the offer, ami t'II,h;rr/;I,d III the Blossom in August. On the !.st ol' t),otr,jwr the ,1111' entered the (',,/Jltllhi:l; and on the 6th, the SI,ttll'll"'lJt of Fort (;,'''rC'I', or ,\" toria, was surrendered to Mr. I'rr"'''~t, in due ,j;,rll', h\' ('''!'t,rill Hickey, and James Keith, the superllltendent j"r the ,\onlll\,('st Company at this pl.ace. , ' , That no rescn'atlllll of nghts on the 1,,;1rt of Great Bntam was made on this occasioll, the fiJllo\\'illg ~npll',', of the ads of deln'ery and aeccl'tal1"t', the ~nly d')('IlIJl~'lIts WhICh I"",'!'d, WIll fully show, TIll' al'! of delIvery I.S as joll,,\\'s:, ' " In obedience tf) the commands of Ius Royal Hlc:lllwss tlIP Prince Regent, signified in a despatch from the n~ht 1'''IJ''~','I'''' the Earl Bathurst atldrt'ssl'll tn the p:lrtlll'rs or agellts oj the N tl "'t (' "Ill,al;\' lwarill" date the 'lith ofJalll,an',l:-j,-:, and or 1\\ C, . I ,,.. )' 'I fr 'n obedience to a slihSl'qlll'lIt order, dated the ~6th oj ,II \'. om W. H. Sherilf, Bsq., captain of his :\bjl'st(s slJIP ,\lJrlr"IlJ:I"lw, we the undersigned, do, in conformity to till' first artIcle ~f the tre~t of Ghent, restore to the (;O\'r'rllllil'lIt of the I lI,t,·d ~t:t!I'S, 

h 
Y h 't nt J B I'rr'vn,st E"l' the s('ttleJIIl'lIt III I· ort 

t roug I sage ,. . ,. , ,,' ,," (;,'or"" on the Columbia RI\'cr. (.1\'1'11 und,er our iJall,b,HI tnp-l'at~'" ~t Fort (;1'01"'1', (Colulllbia ItiH'r,) thIS 6t~1 del)' oj (ktnber, lI~>1 ,,-;,'-"'. HICI{JW: Captl/in of his Jf"i,st!!,s ~!l~p Blossom. . J. KEITH, of the Allrt//ltest ('(}!I~I/~I!I,-- _______ _ 
, - f th restoration of the seltlement at the mouth of the • The fo\lowm~ acco~nt 0 , e k n from ~Ir Prevo,l'S leller to the Seere'ory of Columbia 10 the UIlIIC" ~we,: Is~a emba II' I,~I~ and published wlIh Pre.<;,denl State, wntten from .\ltlllterl'}) ove. '.).)' J Monroe's mes,age 10 CUfl~re" of Apnl 17, l~ __ , 

12 



[ 174 ] 166 

1818. '1'0 which Mr. Prevost returned this acceptance: 

"I do herehy acknowledge to have this day received? in behalf 
of the Government of the l"llited States, the possessIOn of the 
settlement designated abo\'o, in conformity t.o th~ ~rst article of 
the treaty of Ghent. Given under my hand, 111 tnplIcate, at Fort 
Georo-e (Columbia River,) this 6th of October, IBIS. 

" , "J. B. PREVOST, A::cnl for tltc Ullited States." 

It was neyertheless maintained by the British plenipotentiaries 
at London in 1826 during the negotiation between their (30v· 
ernment a;1d that of the United States relative to the north\n;st 
territories-that the restitution of Astoria could not have been 
demanded as a right by tho Americans, agreeably to the treaty of 
Ghent, because the place was not a ~ational possessio~, nor a 
military post, and it \\'as not taken dunn&, war; but that~ l~ order 
to prevent any imputation on the good fruth of Great Bntam, the 
most liberal extension had been given to the terms of the treaty; 
and, in It'18, the purchase which the British company had made 
in IS13, was restored to the United States; but that particular 
care \\'as taken, on the occasion of this restitution, to prevent any 
misapprehension as to the extent of the concession. Whether or 
not Astoria were a national possession, according to the rules of 
civilized nations in general, it is unnecessary to inquire, as there 
can be no doubt that it was such, agreeably to the principles al­
ways supported by Great Britain. In proof of this, nothing more 
is necessary than to repeat, that the chief cause of the dispute 
between that Power and Spain, in 1790, was the occupation by 
Spain of a territory on the northwest coast, which was supposed 
to have previously become the property of British subjects. 
\Vhether the establishment of the Columbia were a military post, 
or not, was of no eonsequence, as the treaty provided for the res­
toration of" all territory,places, (lila possessions, whatever, taken 
by either party from the other durinG{ the 7tar ;" and that the said 
establishment was so tal.'en by the ~British from the Americans, 
has beell already sufficiently shown. The flag of the United 
States was flying over the fort at Astoria, on the 12th of Decem­
ber, 1813, when the British ship Raccoon appeared in the Colum­
bia; and it was hauled down by the commander of that vessel, 
after the surrender of the place by the chief agent, ;\IcDougall. 
The sale of the effects of the Pacific Fur Company to the British 
traders, at a moment when an overpowering force was daily ex­
pec~ed, c~nnot be, in justice, regarded in any other light than as a 
cap~tulatwn, su~h as .are frequently made during war, for the pur­
pose of preserymg ltves or property, which might otherwise be 
~estroy~d. Cncumstances precisely similar might haye occurred, 
If A~tona had been situated in Virginia or Maine; but would the 
Bntlsh have been thereby justified in retaining the sovereignty 
of the place? -

In pro~f of the assertion that particular care had been taken on 
the occaSlOn of this restitution "to prevent any misapprehension 
as y, the e~tent of the concession made by Great Britain," the 
Bntlsh plempotentiaries cited-first, a despatch from Lord Castle-
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!eagh ~() the British envoy at ~ ashington, dated February 4, 1818, 181~ 
III which he says: "You will observe that whilst this Govern-
ment !s not disposed to contest with dw All!"'lCan Go,-ernmeut 
the pomt of possession, as it stood in the Columbia Ri,-er, at the 
moment of. the rupture, they are not prc-p,'red to admit the valid-
Ity of the title of the Government of th" C aited States to this set­
tlement. In signifying, therefore, to ;\1r. Adams the full acqui­
esc~~ce of )Tour Governmcnt in the re-occupation of the limited 
pOSitIOn which the United States held in tltat river at the break-
ing out of the war, you will, at thc same time assert in suitable 
terms. the claim of Great Britain to that territory, upon \\'hich the 
Amencan settlement must be clI1"iucred an '·lwroachment." 

The plenipotentiaries add, that" this instruction was I'X"Cllt",j 
v~rbally by the person to whom it was atldn;"ed;" and they Ilf;xt 
cite the despatch from Earl Bathurst to the partners or agents, If 
the :\orthwesl Company, mentioned in the a,'t of delin;ry, of 
which the following copy is taken from their "!IU;lIlCllt: 

"Dnw:\,IXC; STREET, ./'"/II(',-,! 27, IS) s. 
"Intelligence having been received that the United States 

sloop of war (Intario has J.cIla sent by the "\merican Uu\'ernlllc-llt 
to establish a settlement on the Columbia Iti\',;r, which wa~ held 
by that State on the breaking out III' the last \\"ar, I ,lIll to acquaint 
you that it is the Prince H';:;"lJt's pleasure, (withuut, howe\'~r, 
admitting the right of that (;I)V('flIlllf;llt to tlt~ I" ISSI'"illlJ in ques­
tion,) that, ill pursuance of the first article of tIl<' nllat y of <Ahellt, 
due facility should be given to the re·nccnp!lIiOll "f tile said set­
tlement by the IIlli"ers of the t 'Ilited ~tat'·,; awl I am til uesire 
tlilat you would contribute, as much as lies ill your I'o,,"er, lu the 
execution of his Royal Highness's commands. 1 han:, ,\:.". ,\:. ,'. 

~, B.\TllLTH:--;T."' 

"The above documents," conclude the plcnipotenti:lI'i,,,, with 
reference to the two despatches and the act of deli"cf)", which 
are simply inserted as ab,we in their s,tall'lllI'llt" withollt remark, 
"put the case of the restoratIOn of 1· nrt Ast,~n' 111 to? clear a 
light to require farther observation;" and .. , 'r!alllly .nothlllg m,~,re 
appcars to be wantinO" in order" to /'/"/'/'['111 allY IIIlsappreltcnRlOn 

'''. 'I" . " Th as to the (',rtl'lIt of the COl/r,.SSIII/I IIIllril' by (.n'lIt ,r/hlm. e 
only communication received by th~ AnH'ncan a~cI.lt on the '!C­

casion of the surrender of the pnst, IS expliCIt: " Jlp, the IIl1da­
sin-Iwd do i" C(JIIlnrmitl! to the/irsl article of" the i,', IIt,/ 0/ U!lIlIt,. 
re~tore' to 'the (.";'·"I'IIIII,;"t of" till' (~lIitc(1 Stlltcs.the s,(t/,lll'llt '~f 
Fort Gl'or!.;", on tlte Columbia." The restoratIOn IS. made PO~I­
tively and Itnconditionally, by persons duly ,COl~nl1SSlOne~, m 
obedience to the C,)rtllll!1\\i1 of the head of the I,ll/Ie h natIOn '. and 
the meaning of this public act ~anno.t be :lfll·,'t('d by any pnvate 
communications which the BrItIsh m~lllst('rs may have add~ess~ 
to their own agents. "'itlt those prIvate Jespatches the lillie 
:qtal<:." have no concern; and the attempt t? ~epresent them as 
reservations of rio-ht on the part of Great Bntam to the very ter­
rito which she ~vas then restori~g to the Ul1llccl States III pur­
suaZ:e of a treaty, is alike at varIance With the common senlle 
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1813. and the common morals of the day. ]'\0 arguments are required 
to show that if such rescfI'ations were allowable, all engagements 
would be ndgatory, and all faith at an end. With reg~rd to the 
protest said to have been cOI~yeyed verbally by the Bntlsh, ellv~y 
at ,,-ashington to the American Secretary of State, .:ur. I.~(llatlll 
justly obsen-ed, in his reply, that" it is not declared how the 
communication was received, nor whether the Government of the 
United :)tate:J consented to accept the restitution with the reser­
vation." It is, llloreover, by no means consonallt with the cus· 
toms of civilized nations, at present, to treat vlTbal1!J on points so 
important as those of territorial sovereignty; or to consider as suf· 
ficient, protests and exceptions made in that manner, and adduced 
long afterwards, without acknowledgment or evidence from the 
party to which they are said to have been addressed. 

Immediately after the completion of this transfer, Mr. Keith, 
the agent of the factory, presented a letter to Mr. Prevost, con­
taining inquiries-whether the Guvernment of the United States 
would insist upon the relmquishment of Fort George to any 
American citizens, before the final decision of the question as to 
the sovereignty of the territory; and whether, in the event of 
such decision being in favor of the L'nited States, their Govcm­
ment would indemnity the c(lmpany for any extension of busi­
ness, or ameliorations, which migl1.t in the illterim be made. !\lr. 
Prevost, having no instructions on those points, could only reply 
as he did, to the effect that his Goyernment would doubtless, in 
any event, satisfy such claims on the part of the Northwest Com­
pany as should be justified by the usages of nations.-

vVhile these measures for the restitution of Astoria were in 
progrcss,t a negotiation was carried on at London between the 
British and American Governments, one of the objects of which 
was to settle definitively the boundaries west of the Lake of the 
Woods, left undetermined by the treaty of Ghent. Messrs. Rush 
and Gallatin, the plenipotentiaries of the United States, proposed 
that the dividing-line should be drawn from the northwestern 
extremity of that lake (north or south, as the case might be) to 
the 49th parallel of latitude, and from the point of intersection 
west'."ard to the Pacific; it being expressed, that the agreement 
was mtended only for the parties themsel \-es without reference 
or prejudice to the claims of any other Powe;. To this }Iessrs. 
GCHllburn and Robinson, the British commissioners would con­
sent only in part; and they endeavored to annex the condition, 
that British subjects should have access to the Mississippi, (the 

th: treeably to the plan and description of Fort George, .ent by Mr. Prevo,t to 
181A) Ptr(men~ of !>tate, but not pubhshed with hi3 letter, the factory consisted (in 
b dOd a stoc ade, enclosmg a parallelogram of one hundred and fifty feet by two 
W~b re thand fiftr feet,eztending, in its greatest lengtb from northwest to southeast. 
d...!ell~ _~~ue::,c OSQre Were alltbe _~nildings attached' to the establishment, sucb as 
P d g ~ i stores, mechaDics shopl, &c. On the fort were mounted two 18-
o~1ll1 ~r.;, 'bu; -pounder.;, tWl> 6-pound cohorns, and seven swivels. The number 
fI p.er,ons e ongmg to tbe factory, besides a few women and children, was sixty­
rev~'aofdwbom twenfty-tbree were whites, twenty-six Sandwicb Islander-. and the 

III ~r persons 0 mixed blood from Canada. ' 
m:n~:esldent Monroe's message of December 29, 1818, and accompanying doeu. 
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sou~ces. of which ~ie south of the said parallel,) and the liberty of 1818. navIgatmg. that rIver to the sea. The Americans having, how-ever, posItIvely refused to subscribe to sw·!J a condition, it was not pres$ed farther; and an artide was agreed on, by which the 49th parallel was fixed as the di"jding-Iillfo, from the Llkr; of the Woods,or the meridian of its northwest I;xtrcllliq-, to the Rocky Mountallls. 

The claims of the respective nations to territories borderino- on the Pacific were then discussed separatelv. .\Icssfs. Rush "'and Gallatin cited, in support of thllsl' of the United .'-'t;,tl's, the facts of the discovery of the CollllI,],i:l. of its first exploration from its source to the ocean, and of the 1;,f/lwti"JI of the first estahlish­ments in the country through which it flows, by ,\Ill"ri,'"'' riti­zens; they" did not assert that the Cllit,,,1 States had a perfect right to this country," but tlll"r" insisted that their claim was at least good against Great Bril:tlll.·' '\J,·ssrs. (;,,,dl'llrJI awl Rob­inson, on the other hand, affirmed that the disc·"n'fies of Brill'" llavis-atliT', especially thosp of Cllllk. and pnr,..hases made from the natives south of the C"llllld":I. (Wlll"ll and hy wholll they did not state,) had ~i"'''1 til Great BriLl/II claillls ill that part of Amrril'a superior to any which could be ,]r,[wl',[ from the al­leged disI"IlI'C'ril's and es[abli,..;I'lllcllts of citizl'lIs ,,!, till, ['"itl''[ S(:lll"; "they made 110 1;,rJJl:t! proposition ti)r a I 11111 1ll1"IT. but in­timated that the C"lllllJhia was the most "lIl1n'lli"llt 1":11 could be adopted; and t""\' \\'Iltdd ~I~rl'l' lil nOlle which did IIlit C?"i,'e them the harbor at tt;e Illouth "I' Ihat riv"f, in common with the Uuited St:!II·S." .\s the 1'l"!''''II,;iIlIIS of tIll' I':trtil"'; WeT<' Ilion' fully developer\, it \W(·rtIIlC IlIlin' I'rliLahle that tlll'y 1\'11111,[ 1I0t ;I~!"I'I' lIplill allyarrangclllent I;'ftlll' partition of the 1'II11lllrV\I'r'sl "I IIII~ It'li"i;v .'llIllIItains; and it W:lS at 1"IIl'11t dl'II'rtllllli'd-that allll'r- OCI. ritnri,:, claimed by the! 'llited ,'-;Iall's nr by 1:1'1':11 Bntalll, Iwtll'I'I'll the e""I;\" .\I"lllll:lill>; auri the Pacific,should, \I,lth tiI"lf harbors, bays, :1111'[ rivers, he fr"e and ".1'1'11 1;,r ten YL':lrs tl) thl' \"('ssels, subjects, or citizell' or both nallllll'; It 11I'111C?", at the saille 111111', pXl'ressly llilil,'r,slllild .th:ll the said at,'rel'II.lI'lIt was I~O~ to be,con­strued to affect or preJllllIce tIll' ,,!:tIIIiS 01 eIther pall) , Ilr ot allY otl]l'r Power, to allY portion of those tl'rrdIl!"JPs.· . 'rhis coml'rlllui,Sl' was. I,,'rllap", the ,,"I~c"t whwh could. have been made at the lillIC, "Il/isirlerilll!; that lIelther of thl' I';lrlil'~ had, or prl'll'lldcd tn kll-'" a p('r(,','[ title to allY portIOn of till' temtones in 'JlII"tillll, and there was then no probahIllt)' that an arrange­lI!I'llt would II(' 1'11(0"11,,1 r, 'Sf" '1'1111" tlIO,sL' 11'ITIllHlL'S Ill,t \\"('1'11 CI Iher, an-d the third or I'riwil':11 .. 1;lilll:lIll, :-;1l;1111. Th~ '·".llY~ll~I':ll could not hal'e h"l'lI cllw;idcrcc\ uul.l\·lIr:II,I" to the lllll'.',1 ,.I"t' '. as the British (;","'1"111111"111 had I'j"I'I"IIlw;Jr ~11·"11 I,rdel,s lor the fe:;lnr:ltinu of the illlport:1l1t po~t ll:t. the IIIOIlI." 1'1 the.( "I~mbla: which lwti hr'I'1/ takcil from their clt!zens dUrIng the ~,ar. dr~l~r~ was el'I'ry reason til suppos" that tillS post woult! be IIl1me lutl ~ 
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I"l~ 
Feb. ~~. 

re-occupied by those to whom it belonged, and that .the power 
and population of the Americans in the I~orthw~t side of the 
continent would thenceforth be constantly Increasing. 

With regard to the assertion by the British commissioners of 
claims of Great Britain, founded on discoveries and purchases of 
her subjects on the northwest coasts, it i~ ~carcel~ necess~ry to 
repeat that neither Cook nor any other Bntlsh navigator discov­
ered a~y part of those coasts south of the 49th degree of latitude, 
the Spaniards having explored them all before they were seen by 
the people of any other ci,:il.i~ed nation: Nor does hist0!Y fur­
nish accounts of any acqUisitIOn of tern tory from the natives III 
that quarter by British subjects, except in the case of Drake, 
whose acceptance of the "crown, sceptre, and dignity" of the 
conntry about Port San Francisco, in 1579, the commissioners 
could not h;we intended to urge seriously, in 1818, as the basis of 
a claim to the possession of the region drained by the Columbia. 

The GOH'rnment of the United States was, in the same year, 
engaged in a negotiation with that of Spain, in which the ques­
tion of territorial limits on the northwest side of America was also 
discussed. UpOIl this subject the Spanish minister, Don Luis 
de Oni~, began by declaring that" the right and dominion of the 
Crown of Spain to the northwest coast of Al1Ierica, as high as 
the Californias. is ccrt0in and indisputable; the Spaniards having 
explored it as I:u' 0S the 47th degree, in the expedition under Juan 
de Fuca, in 1592, and in that under Admiral Fonte, to the 55th 
degree, ill 1640. The dominion of Spain in these vast regions 
being thus established, and her rights of dispoycry, conquest, 
and possession being never disputed, she could scarcely possess 
a property founded on more respectable principles, whether of the 
law of nations, of public law, or of any others which serve as a 
basis to snch acquisitions as compose all the independent ldng­
dl1l~ IS alld states of the earth." ~ On these assertions, (each of 
,,-Inch was calculated to excite a smile,) the American SecretalY 
of State, i\1!'. J. Q. Adams, who conducted the neO'otiatinn nil the 
part of his ?~vernmen t, did not think proper to off~r any remarks; 
an~ t~e O:lglll, extent, and value of the claims of Spain to teni­
t~f1es 1I~ ;'I;orthwest America, remained unquestioned during the 
diSCUSSIOn. 

This ,negotiation was soon broken off; it was, however, re­
newed m October,J:-;18, after the conclusion of the convention 
between the United States and (;r(':~t Britain; and it was termi­
nated on the :2:2Ll of l".·j,l'l!:1q". lSI g, by the signature of a treaty 
generally called the Plorir/ll T!'(u/IIJ in witi.;h the southern and 
southwestern limits uf the UnitelI'.'-'tates were definiti,"ely fixed. 
The Spaniards ceded Florida to the .\mericans who at the same 
t~me, relinquished all pretensions to the country. wes't of the river 
Sabme; and It was agreed that a line drawa from the source of 

2-2~ fsele9message and documents senl by President Monroe to Congres,". February 

/ ~ee the third articlp of the Florida Tr,·ol\·. in the La w, and the Diplomatic C01e 
Ole UOlled States. and in the AppendIX U'l to this memoir. 
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the river Arkansas, north or south, as the case might be to the l~l~, 
42d parallel of latItude, and thence along that parallel w~stward 
to the I.'acIiic, should form the northern boundary of the ~p~nish 
possessIOns, and' the southern boundary of those of the ('nitI'd 
States on the western side of the continent-" his Catholic .'I~-
jest;: ceding to the. (T nited States all his. rig:hts, claims, and pre­
tensIOns to any terrItOrIes north of the saId lme." The American 
plenipoteToltiary proposed the 41st parallel as the boundary; but 
t~e Spal1lard~ refuseTd to admit it, fearing, no doubt, that a por-
tIOn of the RIO del Norte, or the (,,,lorallo, or of some other river 
flowing through their dominions, lili~hl lhns be included within 
the limits of the United States, whose citizens would not fail in 
such case to claim the right of navigating the stream to the sea. 
The most natural and convenient boundary would hare been a 
line drawn along the summits of the 8,,0/1'/1 .1lo/llllllill.". which 
extend in a continuous chain from a pnillt ill the }{''''ky' :\J'"1li-
tains, near the 43d degree of latitude, ""'sl \I',ml to the Pacific, 
where they teTlllinatc at Cape ilJ"IIII,will'" near the 40th ,l,·",!'('c. 

Before pror('('(lill2" farther, it will be proper tn inquire int" the 
nature and value "(II,,, daims thus ceded by Spain to thl' ('lilted 
States; for which purpose it will be !"·'Illisit,· to look back to the 
convention of 17\'0 betweeu the former I'''\\'''r and (:1',·,,1 i3ritalll. 

On 'llwlping the rnnY<'lllion of 17~II', it will be found that­
'['he lirst and S('(·/)/l.r/ a!'til'\('s consist of "Il",,,,,,l'lll"llts Ii,!, the 

illllll<'rii:l!(' performance of certain sl"'l'ifl(,ll acts, by one or hnth 
of the parties, as the case might require; which :lcts W"J'(' duly 
performed. ", 

The third article is a derlamtIOIl of l'I",ltts, admItted to be ('qual-
[y possessed hy' both p~ties, t<l 1I'1\'i~:1(f' and fish in the Pacific 
and Southern ()""'IIlS, and til trade \\'Ith tlte !llltlH'S, or tn make 
settlem('nts 1I!l the CO'lSts of those seas in places 11"t 1'!'1'\'i,,",ly 
occupied. ..' ' ," 

The(ollrth,./ijth,and sl./'th artlrles ~r('llf'\',)tl'll to the f'X!,'NtIOn 
Qf certain limitations anll restnctlOns With [<'",:nrl tn till' ''''''r''I~e 
Qf those l'i",hls, which the parties mutually consent to nbs"!'\'(', 1,,1' 
the sake of lwace and ~n()[\ ullder~tallding between thellISI.'h'cs, 
without rf'l('n~ll"(' t,) any other natIOn. , 

The two remaining articles contain ('1lC'1l~l'Il}('nts r('sp('rlin~ 
the ratification of the ~gr("'llIt'nt, and the lllorl,· of prol'l·,':II!lC' to 
be observed by ('aeh party in case of infraction by thc "Iii,'''!,'; of 

th~,ottll1Cr. I'S expressed ,~'ith reCTaI'd t,) the i'I l'i",1 durill~ which 
1\0 1I1l~ , ,'" 'I' - f h 

the stipulations are to remain in force. "Iwt I'c'!' eIther 0 t e 
parties could !t:l\'(' with~1r~wn from them dUring Pf'~\I'C, WIthout 
a breach of gool\ faith, It IS needlass here to. 111'llllH , hilt there 
('all be no doubt that the restrictions and l'llllt:tli,'IIS :would cease 
on the breaking nnt of war between the two countrIes, and tha~ 
they could not be considered as a:!~!ll III lor"" untIl after a fo~m.a 

c' ' declared war "':llIl,t (,,('at renewal of the ell,!llg(,llIl·lll. '~I':1111 ' , ." - ' • 
Brit'lin in (},·tlll,,'!' 1701;; "nd, since that perIod, tliP 1I11.ly alr-

, '1 ',I I'" I .. de between those Powers tor t 1e 
rall~e:Il<'lIt \1 II' \ I,)' 11 (II rna .' 'f h • 
renewal Qf former agreements is contallled III the Ji.r~t 0 t e t" 0 
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1819. additional articles to the treaty of Madrid, of July 5,1814. That 
artide is as follows: " It is agreed, that during the negotiation of 
a new treaty of commerce, Great Britain shall be admitted to 
trade with Spain, upou the same conditions as those which ex­
isted previously to 1796; all the treaties of commerce which at 
that period subsisted between the two nations being hereby rati­
fied and confirmed." That this article related only to treaties oj 
COlllmerce, (filii oetlCeen Great Britain and Spain only, without re­
ference to the possessions of either party out of Europe, is clear; 
for, in the first place, no commerce had ever been allowed by 
treaty, between either party or its colonies and the colonies of the 
other; and, secondly, another article in the same treaty of Madrid 
provides, that "in the e\'ent of the commerce of the Spanish 
American colonies being opened to foreign nations, his Catholic 
Majesty promises that Great Britain shall be admitted to trade 
with those possessions as the most favored nations." Moreover, 
that the convention of 1790 should be considered as a commer­
cial treaty between Spain and Great Britain, is impossible, seeing 
that one of its most clearly expressed objects was to prevent Brit­
ish subjects from carrying on any commerce with the Spanish 
American dominions. 

TII('''~ considerations appear to be sufficient to show that the 
cOllycntion of 1790 expired in 1796, and that it had not been re­
newed when Spain ceded to the United States all h~r rights to 
territories on the western side of America north of the 42d parallel. 
The restrictions and limitations which the parties to that con­
vention imposed upon themselves in 1790, therefore, disappeared 
in 1796; and the rights of errch were afterwards to be regulated 
only according to the general law of nations. Before the conven­
tion was concluded, the rights of Spain to the territory drained 
by the Columbia were undoubtedly stronger, agreeably to the 
law of natIOns, than those of any other Power. While the con­
v~ntion subsisted, neither party could acquire absolute SOWl'­

elgntyover any spot in that territory, even by occupation, and 
no attef!1pt, at occupation was made by Great Britain; so that, on 
the expiratIOn of the convention, the rights of Spain became again 
stronl[l~r than those of any other Pu\\'er. Between 1796 and 
1~19, the pe.ople of the United States had explored the region of 
the Columbia, and had established themselves on that river, be­
fore any attempt either to. explore or to occupy the country had 
been made by BrJ!lsh subjects. The American settlements taken 
by the British during war had been restored, agreeably to the 
treaty of peace; and on the ~~,l of Februmy, 1819, when all the 
titles of Spalll were transferred to the United States Great Britain 
possessed no ot~ler just claims with regard to the c~untry drained 
by the C()lumbJa, than those derived ii'om the cOllventioil of Oc­
tober previous; while the rights of the ctnwricans were thence­
forth fo~nded on the bases of priority of discovery and priority of 
occupatIOn. 
T~e British Government has, however, positively refused to 

adn~lt that the convention o~ ~ 790 has been abrogated, or that 
Spam could convey to the ('lUted States any other rights than 
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those which were secured to her by that convention. In the 
~tateme~t.presente~l by the British plenipotentiaries to the Alller. 
lean mIlllster, dunng the negotiations at London in 1826, it is 
declared-that all, arguments and pretensions on the part of Great 
Bntam or of Spall1, whether resting on priority of disco\'ery, or 
upon any other ground, were definitIvely set at rest by the con­
vention of 1790, which opened all parts of the northwest coast of 
America to them both, for all purposes of commerce and settle­
ment, and all the waters to be freely n;wizatf'd b\' the vessels 
and subjects of both-that the rights of Spain lJa\'ii,g been con­
veyed to the United States by til<, Florida treaty, in l:-;l~I, the 
United States necessarily succeeded to the lilliitatilllJs hv which 
those rights were defined, and to the obli~atl"lIs under which 
they \1'(:]'(' to be exercised-and that (;1'1';(1 ilrilaill could not be 
expected to release those coulltries from the ol"i~ations and lim­
itations contracted to\vards herself, merely becatise the l'J:[llb of 
the party ofi"inally bound had been transferred to a third 1'''\\"I'r. 
In order to sustain these pf"l'"siti()llS, it was assumed, and at­
tempts were made, as already stated, to prove-that the l'lIlt",[ 
States p"ssess,!d no other claims to the countries in question 
than those dl'ril',,,1 from Spain in 1,"1 ~I-that the ,\IIIl'I'l' an:.; were 
not the first to enter the C"lltmbia River,. nor t" ('''pl"re the n:'­
gion through which it fiows,t nor to make Sl,ttll'nH'llts on its 
banks-and that the restitution of ,ht"ria was a"""lllp:tnied by 
an express reservation of the rights nr (;rcat Britain til the sOI','r­
eignty of the surrounding I'olllltry,! 

The Florida treaty was not ratili"d untillH'arly tll'O p'ar:.; after 
its signatnre by the plenipotentiaries; and 1)('1; 1ft' another year 
had elapsed, the authority ot' Spain had ('cas"d in 1'1'1'1')' part (If 
America COlJti~U"llS to the ('"ited Statl','i III ["'!", a tn,,,ty "t 
lilllits was c"lwilldl'u between the Uuilt'd :-;t"tl':'; and ~11',i,'", by 
which the line of bounuary a;..:rl'l't! nn witlt SI",ill, in I'" Y, \\'as 
admitted as separating thetl'rritnrit's (It' tltl' t\\'o ~cpu1JItl'S, ~I,'x­
ico t;d(1I1~ the place of Spain. The prol'lSI"llS jnr nllllllll~ allli 
marking the said line have, however, 1I0t as yet be('n cOlllplled 
with by the ~I('xil'all (;fll"'l'lIIlJent., , ' 

In De,'ellt!",r, I"'!U, after the ratificatIOn of the 1'lorIda trcat)', 1,,,11 
a resolution was l';"Sl'd by the II"ll'" of n"l'r""'l'tatl\'('~ III tIle Dc'c, 19, 
('fllI!..:l'I'SS of the [Tllil,'" Siall's, on the lIIf1tlflll ,'f ~IL F loyd, fit 
\,ir,illi'l, "that all inquiry should be made as tn till' SItuatIOn of 
the ~~cttkllll'nts on the Pacific lkeall, aud as tn the l'''I,,'dll'IIf'Y 
of occupyim; thl' Col,umbia RiI'lT," '1'111' comullttee, tl: Whl"il 
this resolution was referred, presented a long RC'p~rt, dr,n\ n.up ~y 
,\Ir, Floyd, containing a sketch of th~ lustory 01 colOl1lzatlon III 
'\ llll'ri,'a, an account of the fur trade III the ~1O~thern and north­
~vestern sccti')llS of the continent, and a desc~lptlOn.of the country 
claimed ['Y the L1nited Statls in tiln~l' dll'l,,'tl"IIS,; trom all which 
are drawn the cunclusiolJs-tilat the whole tern tory .01 .tmenca 
bordering IIpon the Pacific from the .ust degree of latItude to the 

• See page 1 "J~. t See page 153, : See page 166, 

1'~1 
Jan. -":0, 
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18.1. 53d if not to the 60th, belonged of right to the United States, in 
virt~e of the purchase of L~uisiana from France i':1 1803" of the 
late acquisition of the Spamsh titles, and of the dlscovenes and 
settlements of American citizens-that the trade of those coun· 
tries in furs and other articles, and the fisheries on their coasts, 
might be rendered hi&J~ly productive-:and that these ad,l'antages 
might be secured to citizens of the Umted States exclusively, by 
establishing "small trading-guards" on the most northeastern 
point of th~ l\li~souri, and at the mouth of the Columbia, ~nd 
favoring elTIlgratlOn to the country west of the Rocky ;\lountams, 
not only from the United States',but also from Chiya, The com­
mittee thereupon reported "a bill for the occupatIOn of the Col­
umbia, and the regulation of the trade with the Indians in the 
territories of the United States!' 

Without making any remarks upon the contents of this Report, 
it may be observed with regard to the bill, that its terms are di­
rectly at variance with the provisions of the thinl article of the 
convention of October, 1818, between the United States and Great 
Britain; inasmuch as the Columbia could not possibly be free 
GIlr! 0pCIl to the vessels, f'iti:::fllS, and subjects if both those nations, 
if it were occllpier/ by either. The bill was suffered to lie on the 
table of the IIOll~C of Representatives during the remainder of the 
session. The subject was again brought before Congress in the 
ensuing year, and an estimate was obtained from the Navy Com­
missioners of the expense of transporting cannon, ammunition, 
and stores to the Columbia; but no further action was taken on 
the !.l1atter, either in that or the next session of the Legislature of 
the Union. 

III the mean time, important measures with respect to the 
northwest territories of America had been adopted and enforced 
by the British and the Russian Governments. 

The enmity subsisting between the Hudson's Bay and the 
Northwest Companies was for many years displayed only in 
words, or in the commission of trifling injuries by each party 
agamst the other. At length, however, in 1."'14, a regular war 
broke out, and was for some time ol,enly carried on between 
th,em. Th~ scene of the hostilities was the ,territory on the Red 
Rn'er, contlliuous to the frontiers of the United States, in which 
a colony of S~otch highlanders was established in 181:2. by Lord 
Selkirk, in yirtue of a grant of the country from the Hudson's 
Bay Company. The validity of that grant was denied by the 
l\orthwest Company, to which the colony had proved injurious, 
as the supplies of provisions ji)l the use of the northwest posts 
had been before obtained almost wholly from the Red River 
lands. Th,e conscqu:lJces were disputes and various acts of yi­
olence, ~mtI!, finally, m 1.'';14, the Scotchmen were driven away, 
and thell houses :vere ~estroyed by their opponents. The col­
ony was re-estabiished III the following year' after which the 
hostilities were renewed, posts were taken a/;d burnt by ~ach 
par~y, and on the 19th of June, 1816, a battle was fought, in 
wInch the Scotchmen were louted; their governor, :'Ilr. Semple, 
and seventeen of hiS followers, being killed. 
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These affairs were brought before the Driii,h Parliament in lS~l. 
June, 1819; an~ two years ~ftenvards, a compromise ,,':lS effected 
between the nval compallles, through the inten'ention of tht 
Colomal Department, by which they were united into one body, 
under the .name of the Hurls~n's nl/l; ('OllljJOI/!!; an Act being at 
the same tnne, and;11 conneXlOn \\'lth the arrano-ement passed by 
l':'rli:u,i<'lil. on the authority of which the trad~ of all 'the Indian 
territories in northern America owned or claimed by Great Britain 
was gra~ted exclusively to that company for twenty,one years . 

. B~ tillS act, "for n~~lllatlllg the fur trade, and establishing a July~, 
cnml.~al and civil juri,dirtiou ill certain parts of :'\IIrth America;' 
the Kmg was authorized to make grants, or give" licenses to allY 
body corporate, company, or person, for the exclusive priyilcc:c of 
trading with the Indians in all parts of :'\orth AlllI'ri"a, not iJl'illg 
parts of the territories heretofore granted to the Hudson's llay 
Company, or of any of his J\Iajr"ty's provinces, or of ll'rritllries 
belonging to the Uuited States;" it lJ, illg, JIO\\'CHT, provided-that 
no such grant or license was to be ;,ivr'll for a IOllger period than 
twenty-one y,'ars-t1lat no grant or li"ells" of exclusi,'e trade in 
the part of AlllC'ricl' \n~st of the J:rwk)' .\I"lilitains, which \\'11', 

by the convention of ISIS with the "llited :';tat''';, to remain free 
and open to the ~itizens or suhj"rts "f both nations, should be 
used to the prejudice or "XdllSillll IIj" any citizells of the Cllit,·d 
States engaged in suclr trade-and that no British subject ",IIII,ri,1 
trade in the said krrit,'rif'" west oflllP I~,,,.ky .\J"lilltmns, \\'lth"nl 
such lieense IIr o-rant. Courts "j"jllJli"atll['J' estahlished in \']>I"'r 
Calwil:, \\',,['1: el.gpowered to t:,j,c clIgniZltll"" "j" all callH'S \\'itllin 
the above ,ksnih",l p:lris of .\Illl'ri,·a, as also, within those lir'IIIllC:-
ing til the II 1llIsOIl'S Iby C'llllrany; and jnsti,"'s of the 1"'111"', "r 
persons sl'uo:ially COlllllli""illll"J for the 111[[,1'''''', were to dl't':r-
mine eall,"'S, and to ,'xernte and "lrt"rl'l' till' IIrJers atlll .IIl ,Ig-' 
ments of tllP aforesaid ,,"urts, in different parts III' thn,I.' r"~[O)llS; 
tlr,'v bein'"': also authorized to commit til r'nstody, alld to r"I1\'cy 
to lTpper ('''ll:ub for tri:r1, all)' I"'r'"ll refu,illc; to obey "lch or-
ders and jll,lg-IIIClltS, Tire jnsti,"'s of the IWll"" nught lIi,v\\'IS", 
be elllll",,:,'r"" to hold "Illlrts in till' Indwn countfles, j()~ tnal 01 
minor otfences and of ci\'il CallSt'S in which the amount III Issue 
should not exceed two hundred pounds. . , 

IlIlllll',ji:lt,,\o,: after the p:lssa",' of this aet, tire (,Ol1litlOn of the Augu>t. 

two "Illll[)lllli,:, (ollk plae~; allli till: I1lldsIln's 11'1',' C'~llll':ll~y n'· 
("'ived o-rl1l1ts for cxrlll,';I\'1' trade III all thf' t"IIII"II:' lllll~h of 
('all:llla~ and of the ,'llito',l ~laiL's, upt already belonglllg tOll' a~ 
also in th",,, \\'I."t of th,' R,lI'ky ~llluntaJlls, under the condlt\On~ 
CXlll'(,.,s"11 in the act. Persons, III the 8('1'\'11'" of the C0111I',lll) 
were likewise commissioned as Justrec, of tire peace, and t~e JU­
l'isdiction "I' till' courts of Opper (';lll:l,b \\'as rell,dered etl:,,·tl,ve 
as far as the shore, of till' P'Jl'I{i,'; n~ exception I~ t~at. r<'p"et 
IwillC; made by th" 1o'nl1S o~tlre ,wt, \nth reg~rd to ,In) (II the ter-
rillll'l'" ill wl1lch 11I','nscs IIIr trade could be brantcd: 

Tit" ltnssilllls \\'I're at the same period endeavOflng to, ex!:nd 
t!rei r dOllliuion O\'cr the coasts of the north PaCific, bJ llle,ln~ 
more arbitrary, though less effective, as the result prove, 
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1821. On the 8th of July, 1819, the charter of the Russian·American 
Company was renewed for twenty years, by the Emperor Alex­
ander; and on the 4th of September, 1821, a~ imperial ukase, or 
edict, was issued at Saint Petersburgh, by whIch the whole west 
coast of America north of the 51st parallel, and the whole east 
coast of Asia north of the latitude of 45 degrees 50 minutes, and 
all the adjacent and. interve!ling isla~ds, ,,·ere. ~eclared to belong 
exclusively to RussIa; foreIgners bemg prohIbIted.' under heavy 
penalties, from approaching within a hundred 11:11es of any of 
those territories, except in cases of extreme necessity. 

18~2. This ukase was communicated to the Government of the United 
Feb. ll. States by the Chevalier de Poletica, Russian envoy at Washing­

ton between whom and ;\1r. J. Q. Adams, the American Secre· 
tary of State, a correspondence took place on the subjec.t. Mr. 

Feb. 25. Adams began by expressing the astonishment of the PresIdent at 
these claims and assumptions of the Russian Government, and 
desired to know upon what circumstances they were founded. 

Feb. 28. To this the envoy replied by a long communication, containing a 
sketch (generally erroneous) of the discoveries of his countrymen 
on the northwest coast of America, which he insisted to have 
extended southward as far as the 49th degree of latitude; he 
defended the assumption of the ,').')th parallel as the southern limit 
of the possessions of his Sovereign, upon the ground that this 
line was miJway between the mouth of the Columbia, where the 
Americans had formed a settlement, and l'Iew J,rchangel, the 
most southern Russiau establishment; and he finally maintained 
that his Government would be justifiable in exercising the rights 
of sovereignty o\'er the whole of the Pacific north of the said par­
allel, inasmuch as that section of the sea was bounded on both 
sides by Russian territories, and was thus in fact a close sea. 

Mar. 30. The Secretary of State, in return, asserted that "from the period 
of the existence of the UniteJ States as an independent nation, 
their vessels had freely navigated those seas; and the right to 
nayigate them was a part of that independence, as also the right 
of their citizens to trade, even in arms and munitions of war, 
with the aboriginal natives of the northwest coast of America, 
who were not under the territorial jurisdiction of other nations." 
!Ie denied in toto the claim of the Russians to ahy part of Amer­
Ica south of the 55th degree of latitude, on the ground that this 
parallel was declared in the charter" of the Russian-American 

• The first article of the charter or pnvile~e granted by the Emperor Paul to the 
Rl~,"lan~AmefJcan Company, nn the 8th of July, li99, is as follolvs: 
. In VHtue of the dlscoverf by Russian na vi:;"-'ors of a rart of the coa..t of .\mor· 
lca III the northeast, beglOnmg from the 55th degree of lotitnd., and of chams uf 
Islands extendm~ trom Kamschatka, north\vanl towards America and sOUlhward 
towards J~pant Ru~~ia has a~quired the right (Jfpo~ses~jng'lh(lse 1a~clsj and the said 
company l' authoflzcd to enJoy all the advanta2es of indns- ry, and all the "tab:ish. 
ments upon the,sUld coast of Amenc.a in the nortbeaH, from the 551h degree oflali. 
tnde to Be€nng s Strcllt,and beyC'nd 11, as also upon the Alelllian and Kurile Islands, 
and the othe" s,tuated III tbe eastern Arctic Ocean." 

By the second article-
:' ;'!,e company ma~ make new discoveries, not only north, but also south of the 

sa,d .J~tb parallel of latuude; and may occupy and bring under the dominion of Rus. 
Sla all termones thus d,scoVered; obserVing tbe rule that snch territories shonl,! not 
bave been prevlOusly occupied and placed under subjection by another nation." 
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Company to be the southern limit of the discoveries of the Rus­
sians in 1799, since which period they had made no discoveries or establishments south of the said line, on the coast now claimed by them_ .With regard to the suggestion that the Russian (3",', ernment might justly exercise sovereignty ow~r the Pacific (kC<l11 as a dose sea, because it claims territories both on the A,iati,' and the American shores, :'tlr. Adams merely observed, that the dis­tance between those shores, on the parallel of 51 degrees north, is 
f?ur t/lOlIS(lIl(/lIIil('s; and he coneluded by expressing the persua­sion of the President that the citizens of the United ::ltates would remain unmolested in the prosecution of their lawful commerce, and that no effect would be given to a prohibition manifestly in­
compatible with their rights. :'tI. de Poletica, a f,,\\' days after the receipt of Mr. Adams's second note, sent another communi­
cation respectiug the rights of his :;;"""rei:;ll, in which he ad­vanced "the authentic fact, that in 1 io.;'J, the Spanish packet Saint Charles, cOllllllaIHI,·" by Captaill Haro, fOUlld, in til" lati­tude offorty-eigltt aw/ forty-nine (11-<':1'('('8, Itll"j:tll establishments to the number of eight, consisting, ill til<' whole, of twenty fami­lies and four hundred and sixty-two individuals, who \\,,'n' the ue,('I'lidants of the companions of Captain '1\"llirikor, supposed until then to have perished." It is SI'an'elr 1Jj;,·c.'i.,arr tIl "'TUpy time in exposing the erronrOllSlI('SS of tiJis "alil/tl'lilif' /,11'1." 
Martillez and Haw did, illd"ed, filld HtI"i'lIl establishments "II the American coast of the /1"1 th 1\1<' iii,' itl 1 ,'i'i; but th'T \\'em all situated in the !ati t tld!'s ,,1' Jijty-ei<.:ht (IIU/ fifty-nille ({,<':/'I'I s; and the individuals inhabiting them had bel'lI, a short tillll' IJre, yi"lI'i, transported thither from !\;lIll."·i1atk,, awl the .\[,·llllan 
Islall"', by I:lhellikof, til" founder of the RlI "Iall .\l1wri'·'11l ( " <JIl' 

pany.- ., .1' f h I' .' l' d th orres The prohIbitory eUI~t 0 t e .ns.'I."1l ~',II1I'l'rOr, ~n ec -pondence relating to It, were subnlltted to thl' C "~IC'r .. ·,.'i of the United Statl's ill A prJ!, t .'i:!:!; and ill the ('llur~l' of I ill' '~'nsull1g year a negotiation was "e~lIl1 at S"illt J'd,·r,['IJrC.dl. with the object of urrangillg ;lIui",d>iy the fights and Il1tere~ts of t[".' re­spective parties on the northwest SIde of .\IIII·fj'·:L ,\II"t[I<'1 !le­
gotjation with reo-ard to that part III tl!f' world was also., at the same time and pl~ce, in progress between the plelllpotentJancs of RlIs.,i" and (;]'<:,,( llriwin; the latter Power hanng ,Protested for­
mallyaguinst the claims and principles set forth I~l the '/;"1f8

1
., immediately on Its appearance, and afterwards at '( 1011,1. "llI~st 

the COllg!'I"S of :-;"''l'J'<·iglls was held. there.t, ['!Ilkr tLe,e CI~­cumstances the (;O\TrJllI](,llt of the l.lIIll·" :"'t"t,·s became aux, . . that a'J'oint convention should be concluded between the IIIIIS I .., I I' and the three natiolls havill~ chlims til tIC terl'llL1l'1es III '1,[['-" I" I, envoys of the n"plIl,[I<' at I.olldull and ~'lll1t I ('Il'I~I'\ln:11 were . I' e llent to the etle<'t-that no therefore JII,trll<::tt;l tIl l'lOpose an agre I, -

" See paCl'C !)(j. Fleurieu, in hi~ Introduction to, ~f.1~,·I' lbnd '" J l'lll!I] '\ ~\n,~l[':~ ~I:::~ Lhat'Haro had found Rllssian settlements 10 11,:,-1, etween 1 Jl ~ l I,! , rumur "C5 Ihe error degrees; but he at the same linch CIpnSw'
rY 

made by Sir J. Mackinlosh, ~L1v :31, 1~23. t Debate In ParlIament on t e mq 

]~~::. 
'liar. ;;0. 

Apnl2. 
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1823. 

Dec. ~~. 

1824. 

settlement should be made on the northwest coast, or the adja­
cent islands, during the next ten years, by Ru~sians, south of the 
latitude of 05 degrees; or by citizens .of the U I~Jted S.tates north of 
the latitude of 51 degrees; or by Bntlsh subjects eIther south of 
the 51st, or north of the 55th parallels .. 

The proposition for a joint co~vel!-tlOn was not accepted ~y 
either of the Governments to which It was addressed, partly m 
consequence of a cla~se in the annual ~essa~e sent by. Preside.llt 
Monroe to Congress, III December, 18~u, statlllg-that III the diS­
cussions and arran"ements relatiye to the northwest coast then 
"oin" on "the occ~sion had been judged proper for asserting, as 
~ pri~ciple in which the rig?ts and interests of tiie rnited ~tates 
are involycd that the American cnlltIl1Cnts, by the free and mde­
pendent con'dition which they have ~ssumed and. m~intain, are 
henceforth not to be considered as subjects for cololllzatlOn by any 
European Power." This principle (which it would, perhaps, 
have been more politic to keep in petto than to assert openly) 
the British and Russian Governments each refused to admit; and 
there being many other points on which it was not probable that 
the three parties could ever agree, it was considered preferable 
that the negotiations should be carried on separately, as they had 
been, at London and at Saint Petersburgh. 

Another publication, on the part of the American Government, 
soon after contributed to render more difficult the settlement of 
the question of boundaries on the Pacific between the United 
States and Great Britain. 

A select committee was appointed by the House of Represent­
atives of the United States, in December, 1823, with instructions 
to inquire into the expediency of occupying the mouth of the 
Columbia. This committee, in the course of its duties, request­
ed General Thomas S. Jesup, the Quartermaster General of the 
army, to communicate his opinions respecting the propriety of 
the measure proposed, as well as its practicability and the best 
method of executing it; in reply to which, the General sent a 
letter containing an exposition of his views of the true policy 
of the United States with regard to the northwest coasts and 
territories of America, and of the means by which they might 
~e carried into effect. Leaving aside the question as to the 
fl!?hts of the United States, he considered the possession an~ 
mIlitary command of the Columbia and of the upper MiSSOUrI 
necessary for the protection, not only of the fur trade, but also of 
~he whole w~stem frontier of the republic, which is everywhere 
III contact WIth numerous, powerful, and warlike tribes of sav­
ages; and, for this purpose, he recommended the immediate de­
spatch of two hundred men across the continent to the mouth 
of. the Columbia, while two merchant vessels should transport 
thIther the cannon, ammunition, materials, and stores requisite 
for the first establishment; after which, four or five intermediate 
po.sts sh~)Uld be formed at points between Council Bluffs, on the 
MIssoun, (the most western spot then occupied by American 
troops,) an~ the Pacific. By such means, says the letter, "pres­
ent protectIOn would be afforded to our traders, and, on the ex-
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piration of the privilege granted to British subjects to trade on 
the waters of the Columbia, we should be enabled to remove 
them ~r?m our territory, and to secure the whole trade to our 
own citizens." 
, The report, to which this letter was annexed, \\'as ordered to 

he on the table?f the House; and nothing more was done on 
the ,subJect dUring t~lat se~sion. TIJI" 1"11"')', however, \\'ere 
pu?I,lshed" and they Immediately attral"ll:d till: attention of the 
Bnt,lsh mmlstry. In a conference held at London in Julv fol­
!owmg, be~w~en the American envoy, }Ir. Rush, and the 'Brit­
Ish commisSIOners, Messrs, HLhki""lll and Stratford CalJlJill~, 
tlte latter gentlemen commented upon the observations of (;"11-
era), Jesup, particularly upon those respecting the removal of 
B~ltlsh traders from the territories of the Columbia, which they 
said" were c~lculated to put C;\"I.'al Britain cspl;,:ially upon her 
guard, appeanng as they did at a llIOlllcut wilell a (ril'llIll\' ne­
gotiation w~s pen~ing between, the two ""\\"l'r., for the CIUnst­
m,ent of their relative allil confltctlllg claims to that entire dis­
tnct of countly," From the accounts of '11r. Rush, and those 
given su],sl'ljIleully by .\Ir. Gallatin, there is no Il"ubt that 
the pulJlicatilill of (;I'llcral Jesul"s letter, and the declaration in 
President ;\II1I1\"1I1;'S lIles:;agc agaillst the establishment of Euro­
pean colonies in AlllI'ril':\, rendered the Ihi I i,1! (;II\'I'rIlllll'lIt much 
more illclisl'o"'ll (,' any concession, with regard to til': 11111'111\\"'.'( 

territories, tll:lll it would ntlll'f\\'ise have been. 
The llc~nti:ltilill mentioned in tile preceding rar:\~r:\ph \\'as 

not long continued; the parti('s Iwillg SII entirely at \'ari:llll'(' with 
regard to facts as well as principks, that till' illll",,,il,Jiit), of I·f­
fecting any armllg(,lltellt soon bec.al11e evident t" tl\l' l'lt-llil'n­
tentiaries on both sides. :\lr, Rush I'itl,.l tIle .lisl't)n'ril's of the 
Spaniards on the lIorlhwc,t coasts of America, to the benefit of 
which he maintained that the United :)Ial,., were entitlcd in "ir­
tue of the Florida treaty; and also the tli,,'oH'ry of tIll' Columbia 
by Gray, as endowing his natioll with the strongest rights to the 
possession of the territories drained by that river; and he lIlSlst­
ed, agreeably to express instructions trOlll his (;O\'I'rIIllll'llt. "that 
no part of the .\.lllerican continent was henceforth to be open to 
colonization from Europe." The IJrill,h COllllllIS:;IUnl'rS, on the 
other hand doubted the truth of many of the circumstances re­
lated with ;'egard to the Spanish expeditions in the north Pacific, 
and alleged, as ,mor~ authentic, the accounts o[_~he ,yoyage of 
Drake, from which It appeared that he had III 1 . .', .I explored the 
west coast of Allll'riea tl) the ·V'th parallel of latitude, fi\'e or SIX 
deO'rees farther north than the Spauiards pretended I" have ad­
va~ced before that period. They rcill,cll "to admit that the m~re 
fact of Spanish navigators having first see.n the coast at parlic­
ular points, even where this was capable 01 bl'\ll~ substantiated, 
without any subsequent or effiCient acts of ,0n~n'I~1lIr or settle­
ment should exclude all other nations from that I'orll'ill of the 

1 b ' " They also denied that the circumst.anl'c III all _\ llll'rICall go e. f h . t 
merchant vessel having penetrated the coast 0 t, e cnlltllWlIt a 
the Columbia Hjver could coufer Oil the LlIlted ~talt:s any claim 

lr:;~-1. 
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1824. 

June ~~. 

July 13. 

along the same coast, which had been discovered and explored 
hI' U[I':Lt Britain herself, in expeditions fitted out under the au· 
tlinrit" and with the resources of the nation. Finally, they de· 
chlfl'li "that the claim of the United States respecting the terri· 
tnr\' watered by the Columbia and its tributaries, a.s set forth by 
Mr: Rush besides being essentially objectionable III its general 
bearing, had the effect of interfering directly with the actual 
ri"hts of Great Britain, derived from use, occupancy, and settle· 
m~nt; and that they considered the unoccupied parts of America 
open as heretoforp, to colonization by Great Britain, or by other 
Eur~pC'all ]Jowers, agreeably to the convC'ntion of 1790," which 
they contended had become a part of the universal law of nations. 

After much discussion on these points, Mr. Rush presented, 
on the part of his Government, a proposal-that any country 
west of the Rocky :'lnuntains, which might be claimed by either 
nation, should, with the navigation of all its waters, be free and 
open to both nations for ten years; prllri1lerl that, during the 
said period, no settlements were to be made by British subjects 
south of the !ilst degree of latitude, or by American citizens north 
of that parallel. To this proposal, which Mr. Rush afterwards 
"aried by substituting the 49th degree for the 51st, :'Iessrs. Hus· 
kisson and Canning replied, definitively, by a counter-project, 
to the effect-that the boundary between the territories of Gmat 
Britain and those of the llnited States, west of the Rocky Moun­
tains, should be a line drawn from those mountains westward, 
along the .1~lth parallel, to the nearest head-waters of the Colum· 
bia, and thence down the middle of the stream to its termination 
in the Pacific; the British possessing the country north and 
west of such line, and the Americalls that on the other side: 
prnril/N/, that the citizens or subjects of both nations should be 
at liberty, during the next ten years, to pass by land or by water 
through all the territories, and to retain and use their establish· 
ments already formed in any part of them. Immediately after 
~he presentation of this counter-project, the negotiation respect· 
lllg the northwest territories of America was suspended, and it 
was not renewed until1\'ovember, lS:26." 

In the mean time the negotiation in progress at St. Peters· 
burgh, between the Russian and the American GoYernments, 
was terminated by a convention, signed on the 17th of April, 
I :-;~l, of which the following is the substance: The citizens or 
subjects of the two nations are not to be disturbed or restrained 
in navigating any part of the Pacific, or in resorting to its coasts 
for the purpClses of fish.ing or of trading with the natives, in 
places not already occupied; provided, that citizens of the United 
StCltes ar.e not to resort to any Russian establishment, nor Rus. 
sian subjects t." any: American establishment, on the nor\.hwest 
coasts of Amenca, Without permission from the governor or com­
mander of such place. No establishment is in future to be 
formed upo.n the northwest .coasts of America, or the adjacent is­
lands, by Citizens of the U mted States, north of the latitude of 04 

• Documents accompanying the President's message of January 31,182&. 
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degrees .and 40 minutes, n.or by Russians, or under the authority lBU. 
of ~USS1a, south o~ that latitude. The citizens or subjects of both 
nations may, dUring the next ten years, frequent the interior 
seas, gulfs, ~arbors, and ~reeks. upon the said coasts, for the pur-
poses of fishmg or of tradmg wIth the natives. The two Powers 
ne,,:ert~~less, engag~, reciprocally, neither to sell, nor to sulfe: 
their CItizens or subjects to sell, to the natives on the said coasts 
a':lY arms, po'yder, m.u~itio~s of war, or spintuous liquors; PTO~ 
mded, that this restrictIOn IS ~ot to be regarded as affording a 
pretext for t~e search or de~entlOn of vessels engaged in trading, 
Of f?f the seizure of the articles, or for any measure of restraint 
agal~st the merchants or their crews; the parties respectively re­
s~rvmg to t~em~el.ves the rig~t of determining upon the penal-
ties, and of mfhctlllg the pUlllshments, in cases of contravention 
of this prohibition by their citizens or subjects .• 

Thus was the ukase of September, 1821, virtually annulled, 
so far as regarded American citizens, against whom it had been 
enforced in one instance only. The hrig Pearl, of Bllstllll, was 
turned away from Sitca in October, Is~~; Ilt'r owners, Ill)\\"l,\"(,r, 
were, after the conclusion of the convention, indemnified fur 
their injuries by the Russian ('"w·rlllll<'lJt. It may be here 
stated, that the stipulation respecting the trade and fishery in 
the interior waters on the Borth \\' .. ,t side of AlIlI'rica has not 
been renewed; the other engagements continue in force, un­
changed. 

On the 28th of February, lS~.;, a ''''Il\elltiull, relative to the 19"..5, 
northwest coast of America and the adlacent ,.'as, was also con- Feb. !!S. 
cluded between the Governments of i{u"i,. and ('n'at Britain.t 
Its provisions concerning the ll<ll'i!.(atillll of the Pa .. I1i,·, and the 
trade with the natives of the AllIt:nC<lll ('oasts, were nearly Iden-
tical with those agreed on between the lTllilt,d ~tatt's and Rus-
sia, in the preceding year; it i~, ho.w~ver, much n?ore particular 
and definite as reo-ards tern tonal lImits. "The lme of demar-
cation between t.h°e possessions of the parties upon the roasts of 
the continent and the islands of America, in the northwest," is 
made to commence from the southernmost point of Prince of 
Wales's Island in the latitude of iii degrees and 40 minutes, 
and to run east~vard to the Portland Channel, which it ascends 
to the 56th degree of latitude; thence it follows the summit. oC 
the mountains sitnated parallel to the coast, as far as the pnillt 
of intersection of the 141st degree of longitude west fr~m ('rl'l'lI-
wich, (passing through th~ ~vest side of Mount Samt ~has,) an~ 
continues along that mendlan, northward, to t~e A;rctlc Ocean, 
but wherever the said summit of the mountams IS more than 
ten'leagues from the sea, the boundary runs parall.el to the coast 
at the distance of ten leagues from it. The !lusslans are never 
to form an establishment south or east of thiS lme, nor are the 
British to form any on the other side of it; but the British are 

• Appendix [FJ to this memoir., By the act of Coogre,,:, of May 19, Irs' ao~ 
Amencan citizen contravening tblS problbll1on becomes hable to tine an lmpn 

IlO~H:;~tlett's Britisb Treaties, vol. iii, page 362 i and appendiJ: [F] to Ibis memoir. 
13 
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to enjoy forever the right of navigating all stream~, w~ich may 
cross the saiJ boundary in their course from the mtenor of the 
continent to the sea. The navigation of the inland. seas, gulfs, 
harbors, and creeks on the coasts, for the purposes of. fishing or 
of trading with the natives, is left free to both pa~tles for ten 
years, und.er restrictio~s similar to ~hose set forth m the con­
vention between RUSSIa and the Ul1lted States; and the port of 
Sitca, or New Archangel, is opened to British subjects during the 
same period. These provisions w~re not rene'Yed at ~he. expira­
tion of the ten years; all the other stIpulatIOns stIll remam III force. 

In these two con ventions the Governments of the United States 
and Grcat Britain, separately and independently, yet equally and 
clearly, though implicitly, recognise the exclusive privilege of 
Russia to occupy all the coasts and islands of the Pacific side of 
America, north of the latitude of 54 degrees and 40 minutes, and 
to exercise sovereignty over the places thus occupied, but without 
acki/l)Ic1~d!.;ill!.; her absolute and entire possession r:if all tltat part oj 
Alllerim. With regard to the territories extending southward from 
the said parallel, in which the Russians are to make no estab· 
lishment, the right of occupation is claimed by both the other 
Powers; indirectly by the United States, but distinctly and to the 
exclusion of all other nations by Great Britain. 

In December, 18~4, President Monroe, by his last annual mes­
sage to Congress, ad \·ised the immediate establishment of a mili· 
tary post at the month of the Columbia, and also the despatch of 
a frigate for the survey of the coasts contiguous to that point, and 
for the protection of American interests in the north Pacific. The 
same measures were in the following year recommended by Pres­
ident Adams, among the various plans for the advantage of the 
United States, and of the world in general, to which he directed 
the attention of the Federal Legislature, at the commencement of 
its session. In compliance with this recommendation, a com­
mittee was appointeu by the House of Representatives, the chair· 
man of which (Mr. Baylies) submitted two reports, containing 
numerous details respecting-the history of discovery and trade in 
Northwest ~meric~; the geography, soil, climate, and productions 
of the portIOn claImed by the United States; the number and 
value of the furs procured in it; the expenses of surveying its 
coasts, and of forming military establishments for its occupation; 
and many other points connected with those matters: and he 
concluded by bringing in a bill tor the immediate execution of 
the measures proposed by the President.'" This bill was laid on 
!he table of the House, and the subject was not again agitated 
m C~ngress untIl two years afterwards; little or no interest re­
spectmg the northwest territories of America was in fact then felt 
by citize.ns ?f the United States, either in or out of Congress . 

. By th~s tIme, the period of ten years, during which the coun­
tries claImed by ~reat Britain, or by the United States, west of 
the Rocky ~ountams, were to remain free and open to the people 
of both natIOns, was drawing to a close; and it was desirable that 

• See reports of Lhe Howe of RepresentaLives, 1st session of the 19th Congress. 
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~ome definitive arrangement respecting those countries should, 1826. 
If p?ss~ble, be made between the two Governments, before the 
eXpIratIOn of that term. WIlh this object, a negotiation was com­
menced at London; or, rather, the negotiation which had been 
broken off in 1824, was renewed in November, 18:26; ~Ir. Al-
bert Gallatin representing the interests of the United States and 
Messrs. Huskisson and Addington those of Great Britain. ' 

Before entering upon the details of this negotiation, it should 
be observed, that, t,he difficult~ of effectin(l" a ,satisfactory arrange­
ment for the partitIOn of the dIsputed teITltones had been materi­
ally: increased since 1818, in consequence of the great inequality 
'Yhich had been produced in the relative positions of the two par­
tieS, as regards actual occupation by their respective citizens or 
subjects. In 1826 the British were enjoying, almost excillsi\'ely, 
the use and control of the whole country beyond the Rocky 
Mountains, north of the mouth of the Cnluml,ia, The union of 
the two ri val companies in I k21, and the establishment of civil and 
criminal jurisdiction throughout the division of AUJ('ri"a allotted 
to them, proved very advantageous to Great Britain, politically as 
well as commercially. The Hudson's Bay Company became at 
once a powerful body; its resources were no longer wasted in 
disputes with a rival association; its regnlations \,'ere enforced; 
its operations were conducted with sf't'llfity and efficiency; and 
enconragement was afforded j"T the extensioll of its pnsts and 
communications, by the assurance that the honor of the Govern­
ment was thereby more strongly PlIg;lli"ti in its support, Many 
of these posts were fortified, and rOllltl lit! defended by thf!ir in­
mates-men inured to dangers awl hardships of all kinds-against 
any attacks which miaht be apl'l<'hended; and tl\ll.s, in the course 
of a few years, the whole rt'.~.ltln north anti northwest O! the l:ni, 
ted States, from Hudson's J!ay ;lIld Callatla to the P;It'Iil<', partlc­
ularly the portion traversed by the Columb~a an,d ItS [,!":twill'S, 

was occupied, in a military St'lIst', by BrItish jorr<'> aJthou~h 
there was not a single British snlllit'r, strictly speakIng, WltJ1l1t 
its limits. . 

The United States on the other hand. pn,,,'ssP,l no establISh­
ments, and exercised ~o authority or jnrisdi<'!inll whatsoever, be­
yond the Rocky Mountains; and the number of their CItizen,s In 
that whole territory did not probably exceed two hundred, ,1 hiS, 
however, is not to be attributed to want of enterprIse In the 
Americans but simply to the fln that they ~ad a!r~a~y at their 
disposal m~ch finer countries in their immedIate VICInity, 

Under such circulllstances were the 11t'~,)t1atlons betwe~n the 
Governments of Great Britain and the, l'wtctl ~t:lte" r~l~tI\'.e to 
these territoriAs, renewed at London In l\t1\-elllber,l~U:i, fh,e Nclvemb, 
British plenipotentiaries began by declarIng the readllle" of theIr 
Goyernment to abide by its ?ifer, made In It-i2.1---;-to adnut the C;­
lumbia as the line of separatIOn between the terrItorIeS ~ ~ t" ~ 
nations west of the Rocky Mountains, securing to t e IIItt' 
States ~ll that lies east of thut rivf'r, and south of t~e 49th par~lIel 
of latitude. 'ro this offer Mr, ,Ga\lati~l gave a deCIded n~gatlve; 
and then repeated the propositIOn which had been subnutted by 
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1826. himself and Mr. Rush in 1818, for the adoption of the 49th par­
allel as the boundary from the mountains to the Pacific; with the 
additions-that if the said line should cross any of the branches 
of the Columbia at points from which they are navigable by boats 
to the main stream, the navigation of such branches, and of the 
main stream, should be perpetually free and common ~o the peo­
ple of both nations; that the citizens or subjects of neIther party 
should thenceforward make any settlements in the territories of 
the other; but that all settlements already formed by the people 
of either nation within the limits of the other, might be occupied 
and used by them for ten years, and no longer; during which, all 
the remaining provisions of the existing convention should con-

Dee. I. tinue in force. This proposition was in like manner rejected by 
the British, who then expressed their willingness, in addition to 
their first offer, to yield to the United States a detached territory 
north of the Columbia, in the angle formed by the Pacific coast 
lind the south side of the Strait of Fuca, embracing Port Discov­
ery and Blllfinch's Harbor. Mr. Gallatin refused his assent to 
thIS, or any other arrangement giving to Great Britain the pos­
:session of territory south of the 49th parallel; and the negotiators, 
having no expectation of effecting a partition of the country in 
dispute, directed their attention solely to the subject of the con­
tinuance of the joillt occupancy of the whole region. 

Dec. 16. For that object, the British proposed that the arrangement ac-
tually subsisting should be renewed and prolonged for fifteen 
years, with the provisions that neither Power should assume or 
exercise any right of sovereignty or dominion over any part of 
the country during that period; and that no settlement then ex­
isting, or which might in future be formed, should ever be ad­
duced by either party in support or furtherance of such claims of 
sovereignty or dominion. This proposition was taken by Mr. 
Gallatin for reference to his Government; and the discussions 
were in consequence suspended until May of the following year. 

18-21. T~e P!esident of the United States refused to agree to any 
~odificatlOn of the terms of the joint occupancy; and Mr. Galla­
tm was at the same time instructed to declare, that the American 
Government did not hold itself b(}und h.ereajter, in consequence of 
any proposal which it had made, for a line of separation between 
tlte territories of the 111'0 nations beyond the Rocky Mountains; 
but wo"!ld consider itself at liberty to contend for the full extent of 
tlte clatm,~ of the United States. The British commissioners made 
a similar declaration with regard to the proposals which had been 
adv~nced on the part of their Government; and intimated their 
readiness to agree to a simple renewal of the existing arrange­
men~, provided an. article were ~ppended, explanatory of what they 
consldt:Ted to be Its tme meamng and bearing. Mr. Gallatiu was 
unable to o.'lsent to any addition, of that or any other nature; and 

Au!: .• at length, on Ute 20th o~ ~ugust, a con,ventj~n. was signed, to ~he 
effect-that all th'l prOVISIOns of the thIrd artlcle of the conventIOn 

• Convention of lA27 hetween the United States and Great Brita.in in the Ap-
pendu: [Fj to thIS memoir. ' 
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of OctoJ;ler, 1818, sh~uld be further indefinitely continued in 182i. 
force; eIther party belllg, however, at liberty, after the 20th of 
October? 1828, to annul and abrogate the engagement, on giving 
due l?-otlc.e of twelve m~mths to the other. This agreement still 
remainS In force, notwlthstandl!lg the many efforts which have 
been made in the Congress of the United States to procure its 
abrogation. 

In the course of this negotiation, the claims of the respective 
par~ies to the territ:ories were fully set forth, and thoroughly ex­
amllled, not only III conferences between the plenipotentiaries, 
but also in written st((tnllellts, - submitted on each side. To re­
view all the assumptions and arguments thus ad vanced, in detail, 
would be superfluous, as they have been kept in mind through­
out this memoir; it will be proper, however, to pn''''llt a sum­
malY of them, with remarks on points not already noticed, as the 
best means of showing the positions assumed by each Govern­
ment at that time. 

Mr. Gallatin claimed for the United :"tat('s the possession of the 
country west of the H,,("ky Mountains, between the l:2u anu the 
49th parallels of latituue, upon the grounds "f-

'I'he first discovery of the Coin 111 bia, by (; ra y'; the first ,·xplor. 
ation of the territory through wlli"h that ri\"'r flows, by Lewis 
and Clarke; and the ('slablisllllll'lIt of the first p .. "ts and settle­
ments in the said territory, by ciliz(,lIs of the {'lIit"d :-;Iat .. ,: 

The virtual recognition by the British (;"H'rJllllent "f the title 
of the United I'latcs, in th .. restitution of the p"st 1I .. "r the mouth 
of the Columbia, agreeably to till' first artif'\,' of the trealy "I 
Ghent without any I't'Sl·rvation IIr "xl"'ptilln what""'v"r: 
Th~ acquisition by till' llniled :-;tat,·s of all till' titles of :-;pain" 

which titles were derived from the dis"on'ry und n:l'loIratl"n oil 
the coasts of the region ill fJlll'stion, by :-;l'alli,h slIhj""I" b~fi)fe 
they had been SC('1l by the peoplc of any other Civilized lIatlOn: 

And, lastly, upon the ground of ('''I<tl:!.'/Il!y, whICh slwulu ;':-I"C 
to the United States a stronger right to tl""" I"ITII,)I"I'" than could 
be advanced by any other Power, "I C' said ,\I r, Gallatlll, ., "­
few tradino- factories 011 the shnl'l" of Hudson's Il"y han: been 
considereu"by (;r",,1 Ilritain as givil.lg an ,:x,.[u~l\·e right nt oc~u­
pancy as far as the Rocky ~lnullt"lllS-:-11 the mfant sett\elllellts 
on the more southern A tlallll,· shores Justified a chum thence .to 
the S .. uth :-""\", and which was actually enfi)rced to the :\11.,818-
sippi-that lIf the millions of .\IIj(·ri,'all citiz,ens already ~~,Jthlll 
reach of those seas, cannot <'1l1l'''t<'lItly' be rejected, It \',111 not 
be denied that the extent of contiguous country. tn whIch an 
actual settlement gin·s a prior right, must ?epend, III a conSIder­
able degree, on the magnitud~ and populatlOll o,f that settlel1le.n~, 

d nil the facility with whICh the ':I,'allt adpc~nt land 111.
1
;', 

~~thin a short time, be nl','upied, settl~d., and culll "ated ~y 'lI<'~ 
o ulation eompared with the probabIlity of liS bemg OlOcuple 
~n~ settled from any other quar!er: 'fhis doetrme ~lTas adnutted 
to its fullest ,·"tellt by Great I3ntalH, as appeared b) all her char-

• Document of the House of ReprCEentalives, 20th Congress, 1st session, ;.;,', 199, 
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1827. ters, extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific, gi.ven to colonies 
established then only on the borders of the Atlantic. How much 
more natural and stronger the claim, when made by a ~ation 
whose population extended to the central parts of the contment, 
and whose dominions were by all acknowledged to extend to the 
Rocky Mountains." 

The British plenipotentiaries, on the other hand, endeavored 
to prove, as already stated-

That the Columbia was not discovered by Gray, who had only 
entered the bay at its mouth, discovered four years previous by 
Lieutenant Meares, of the British navy:1IO 

That the exploration of the interior of the country of the Col· 
umbia by Lewis and Clarke, could not be cited by the United 
States as strengthening and confirming their claim to that terri­
tory, because, "if not bifore, at least in the same and subsequent 
Y"flrs, the British ::\ orthwest Company had, by means of their 
agent, ;\Ir. Thompson, already established their posts on the 
head-waters or main branch of the Columbia :"t 

That the restitution of Astoria in I 818 was accompanied by 
express reservations of tlJe right of Great Britain to the territory 
011 which that settlement was declared to be an encroachment:t 

That the titles to the territories in question, derived by the 
United States from Spain, through the Florida Treaty, amounted 
to nothing more than the rights secured to Spain equally with 
Great Britain, by the conventionll of 1790, namely, to settle on 
any part of those countries, to navigate and fish in their waters, 
and to trade with their nati\"cs. Whether Louisiana extended to 
the Pacific, or not, was of no conseqnence, inasmuch as it was a 
Spanish possession in 1790;, and if a portion of it bordered upon 
the Pacific, such portion was, of course, included in the stipula­
tions of the convention signed in that year: 

That the charters granted by British Sovereigns to colonies on 
the Atlantic coasts, were nothing more than cessions to the gran­
tees, of whatever rights the grantor might consider himself to 
possess, and ~ould not be regarded as binding on the subjects of 
any other natIOn, or as part of the law of nations, until they had 
been confirmed by treaties; had the Government of the Ullited 
States thoyght fit, in. 1790, to grant by charter to Mr. Gray the 
whole temtory bordenng upon the Columbia such charter would 
have been valid against all other citizens of the United States; 
but it ,:,"ould not have been recognised either by Great Britain or 
by Spmn, as those P?wers were in that year preparing to contest 
by arms the po~sesslOn of the "ery territory which would have 
forme~ the subject of the grant. ['Yith regard to these latter 
a~sertlOns, whatever may have been the ideas of British Sover­
eIgns as to the extent of their rights in North America, certain 

• The entire groundlessness of the,o assertions may be seen by reference to paaes 
93 and 1~8. c 

h t At page 153, explanations are I:iven .with regard to tbe just value of the words 
er~ quoted fro!" the statement oftbe Bntlsb plenIpotentiaries. 
t See page 165. 
II For a review of the convenlion of li90, and inquiries as to its bearing upon tbi> 

quesllon, see page IiI. 
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it is, that the charters granted by them to colfmir's on the Atlantic 
coast were considered by the British Gooemlllent as ralid and 
were ,enforced aJ!ainst the subiects of other natioJls, on v~rious 
o~cas\Ons, between 1606 and 176a, In proof of this, may be 
clt~d the charters granted t? the rirginia Company by King James 
I, III 1609 and 1611; III vutue of which, the Dutch settlements 
on the Hudson, in a country first discovered, explored, and set­
tled under the flag of the United Provinces, were, in Hifi4. during 
a penod of profound peace between the two nations. sl'ized by 
British forces, as being included within the territories l!'l'auted to 
the Virginia Company, In like manner, the settlements made 
by British subjects, under a British charter, on the ()llil>, in a 
country first discovered, eXl'lllfi,d, and occupied by the French, 
were sustained by the British (;""0rIlIll1'lIt; and the disputes on 
account of those settlpments are well known to ha\'e becn among 
the principal canses of the war of 17,3,; bl't\\'('I'n those I'I>\\'I'['S, 

These facts are here cited, not in vindic;}tionl,j' the jU'lil'p of ,wit 
charters, but merely in order II> SltllW in what light they have 
been hitherto really rl'~al'<lp(l by the British ({"\I'rnmcnt. In 
this, as in all the other points of the f'll11tCIIVl'rS)', it will be seen 
that the arguments of the CIIlllluissII,ners \\,1'1'<' f,llIlllkC\ upon the 
views of natural right, or Ill' the prillcipll" of iUlf'rnational law, 
which their (:Il\'f'l'llIIl('llt l'ltOS(' to arillpt alllll'l,eo~lli,e at the mo­
ment, wititont ]'('1;'1'1.'11<'(' til PI'I"'"IIcII!.] 

Messrs. IInskissllll and Arlilill~toll, in conclusion, presented 
the f,)llowinO' summary Ill' the 1'1'I'II'I"ifllls of tlwir ('"\'I'rnmelll, 
which lll~y be I~Ollsilkl'l'll as Illdilliti\'ely illrljc;ltin~ its \'jews :111<1 

propo~ed course with regard til ;\'ortll\\,,'st ,\lI!,'rl<'a: 
"(;I'f'at Britaill claims 110 eXdllSi\'l' soverel!!lIt\' O\'pr rlny pllr· 

tion of the territory 011 tIll' l':lI'ifil' Ill't\\'I'I'lI the I'!d awl tltf' 4\1th 
parallels of latitude; her present claim, not, in n'sl,,"'t t" all)' part, 
but to the whole, is limited to a ri~ht of JOlllt n"I'lll':lll~y 111 clln!­
mOil with otller stat,'s, ka\'ill~ the right "C f'Xl'illSI\'" d"llllliion In 
((Oel/ffllf'I' j and hcr I'n"f'IlSiIlIlS tend tn the merc lIIallltcnance of 
her' own rights, in resistanee tIl the l'X<'lllsll'e char:iCter 01 the 
pretensions of the l:llilI,1 Statl's. , 

"The riO'hts of ('n'at Bntalll are recorded an(~ defined III the 
cOllventioll"of 17YO; tilt'), embrace the ri~ltt tl) na\,I~:lte the waters 
of those countries, til ,/'ltle in and over any part 01 them, and to 
trade with the inhabitants and ol"'lll'i,'rs ~f the same. These 
rights hrlve been ]":,lI'l'ably exercised erer slll,ce the date of that 
convention' that is. I~'r a period of nearly lorty Fars, l IJlI~'r 
that conve~tion, vaillable British illtl'n'sl~ han' ?1'11\\'l\ up I~ 
those countries. It is admitted that the l lilted :-;tat('s possess 
the same rights, alth(lll~h the), have been l'Xl'I'CIS"t! h\:,them only 
in a siu!!le illst:tIW(', alld have not, slllce thl' )'I'ar 1'-1 .. , been eX' 

l'rcised at all: bnt beyond those righ!s, they possess none: 
"III the interior of the tern tory 111 questIOn, the subjects of 

('l'I';l1 Britain have had for many years numerous settlements and 
tradillO" osts; several of these posts an' nil .th~ trtbutary streams 
of the "'dolumbia; several upon the ColumbIa Its~lf; s,'me to the 

tl .J ,m,.] others to the southward of that nver. And they nor nvaru, ~.u 

1m, 
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11m. navigate the Columbia as the sole channel fer the conveyance of 
their produce to the British stations n.ea~est !h~ sea, and for the 
shipment of it from thence to Great Bntam; It IS also by the Co­
lumbia and its tributary streams that these posts and settlements 
received their annual supplies from Great Britain. 

"To the interests and establishments which British industry 
and enterprise have created, Great Britain owes protection; that 
protection will be given, both as regards settlement, ~nd .freedom 
of trade and navigation, with every attention not to mfrmge the 
co-ordinate rights of the United States; it being the desire of the 
British Government, so long as tlte joillt ocn'p(lI/cy continues, to 
regulate its own obligations by the same rules which govern the 
obligations of every other oCC~pyillg party." . . . . 

These concluding declaratlOlls of the Bntlsh comnllSSlOners 
are sufficiently explicit. 'When taken in connexion with the 
r~asonings which precede them, they show clearly that all farther 
attempts on the part of the United States to establish the justice 
of their claims by negotiation with Great Britain should be de­
ferred until the two parties are more nearly equal as regards the 
power of enforcing their respective determinations. 

The new convention was submitted by President Adams to 
the Senate of the United States in the winter of 1827, and, hav­
ing been approved, was immediately ratified; since which, no 
communication whatsoever, on subjects connected "'jth the 
northwest' coasts of America, has passed between the Govern­
ment of the Republic fllld that of Great Britain. 

1828. The documents relative to the negotiation were laid before the 
House of Representatives at 'Yashington in the spring oflS:2:-:, 
alld were published by its order. In the ensuing session the sub­
ject of the occupation of the mouth of the Columbia was again 
brought before that House, and, after a long series of debates, 

1829. a bill was reported, authorizing the President to erect forts be· 
Jan. 7. yond the Rocky Moulltains, and to cause those territories to be 

explored; and providing for the punishment of offences commit­
ted there by American citizens. This bill was rejected on the 

1831. 23d of December. In January, 1831, President Jackson, in re-
January. ply to a call for information, sent to the Senate a report from the 

Secretary of War, relati ve to the British establishments on tlte Co­
~umbia, and t(w ~tate if the fur trade, containing several interest­
Ing c~mmum.catl.ons from pers?ns engaged in that business, or 
acqua~nted WIth .It; but no actIOn was taken on the subject, and 
very. little attentJOIl was given in either House to matters con­
cernmg the countries in question until 1838. 

1834. Before that year, the Government of the United States had 
~een engaged in another discussion with that of Russia, respect­
Ing the. northwest ~oasts. It will be remembered, that by the 
con\'entJon ~f I "~cllt was ~nderstood that, during a term of ten 
years, countmg from the signature of the convention, the ships 
of bo.th Pow~rs, or w~lch belong to their citizens or subjects, re­
spc~t1vely, might reciprocally frequent without any hindrance 
whatever, ~he in~erior seas, gulfs, harb~rs, and creeks, upon the 
coast mentIOned III the preceding article, for the purpose of fish-



189 [ 174 ] 

ing. and tr~ding .wit~ the natives of the country. The period 183~. 
d~.ulfl~ whlc~ this TIght was to be exercised by both parties ex-
pired tn Apnl, lfi:31, and immediately afterwards two American 
v,ess..[s were orde~ed by Baron W rangel, the governor of the Rus-
sian settlements In Amenca, to cease their trade on the coasts 
n~rth of the par~llel of 54 degrees 40 minutes. The Russian 
mllllste.r at Was~lngton, about the same time, gave notice of the 
expiratIOn of t~ls agreement to "Ir. Forsyth, the S('(Tf'tary of 
State· of the .Um.ted States,· suggesting to him, also, the propriety 
of commumcatll1g the fact officially to the citizens of the Re­
pubhc. Mr. Forsyth, in his answer, expressed a wish to know 
whether a proposition for the continuance of the arrano-cment 
would be favorably received at Saint Peters burgh ; and thOe Rus-
sian minister j,pillg unablc to answer thp question, the represent-
ative of the t:nillxl States near the Imperial Government was 
instrncted to propose formally the renewal of the stipulations for 
an indefinite period. In the mean time, hnwc\'er, a Itrlti"e of the 
expiration of the agreement, and of the order !!i\'I'n by Baron 
WWllgel, was published in the newspapers of the "llit"J Stat,·s·t 

'fhe reasoning of Mr. Forsyth on this question, as pr""'''I''11 1"]7 
in his lettcr of instruction to Mr. Dallas, thl' ell\'"'' oftl,.. I'"il"" 1\", 3. 
States at Saint I',·tl·rslllln,;-h, can s('an'{'ly be a"~i"~,·d without 
materially impairing its strcligth, ?llr. F"rsyth, aftl'r r"III':>ting 
thc cardinal rule as tn thc constructioll of instruments "f (,\'['1 Y 
kind, namely-that l/{('!! should be so ("1)/lsll"wd, i/pfJssiMI', ns that 
(,Z'N!! part III"!! s/f/I/f/-lIIaintains that the ji'llrth :tni"i,' of the 
con\'ention cannot" be underst"n,\ as implrinc: an ackllll",ie"g-
ment on the part of the United State., "f till' rJ'!lit of TIlI"ia 10 
the jloss!'ssio/l of the "nast above the latitud? "f 'i I IkC'fi'I'S .. 111 
millutes nortl!; but that it should IJI.' (;[1\"11 111 ,'(lIIIl"XI(l1l \nth 
the other artirlcs, which have, in [act, no fi,f,'n'Jj("1' whatev"r to 
till' question of the right of possession of the UJlIl(,I'ul'\I'11 parts of 
till' coast. In a spirit of cnllll'r"llIi,.;!', and to pn'H'lIt Illture col-
lisinllS or dilficulti[·s, it was agrr'l'rl that no lIL'\\- establishnlCllts 
should be j;lfIued by the respe('ti\'e partie~, nor.th Ilr south Ilf a 
certain parallel of latitude, after the conduslOn [lj the ~lgrl'l'llll'n(; 
but the qucstion of the right (if" puss"ssioll hero nil thl' ('XlStlllg 
est~lblishlllents, as it sub,isll'd pn'\'illlls to, or at the ,t~me ,:1. .the 
conclusion of the com'elltlon, was len untouched, IIj(' I lilted 
States, in agreeing not to form. new establishments north (lj I,he 
latitlille of 54 degrees and 40 mlllute,.;, made no acknowledgment 
of the rio-ht of Russia til the posscsslOn of the tnrItnry aboye that 
line. If such admission had been made, H lISSla. by the same 
construction of the article referred tn, must have acknowledgcd 
th" right of the United States to the tern tory- south of theIII~e. 
BlI( that Russia did unt so understand th;' artIcle, IS con~ln'" dy 
.r"\',,r\ by her hal-illg entered Illto a slIurIar agreem~nt lll, a sub-
~eq lIent treaty (1::;:1,,) with Great Brit:.Un, and havlIlg, III fact, 

• :\!"'':1~'' of President Yall Buren of December I, l'~', ODd the accompanying 
document 1\"0. 2. 0:') ~. ~ 

t See the Washington Globe of July ~c, 1 3J. 
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IR37. aclmowled!!ed in that instlUment the right of possession of the 
Nov. 3. same tenitory by Great Bri.tain. T~e United S~tes can 0~11y be 

considered as acknowledgIng the rIght of Russia to acqUire, by 
actual occupation, a just claim to unoccupied lands. a?ovc the 
latitude of 54 degrees 40 minutes north; and even this IS a mere 
matter of inference, as the convention of 18:24 contains nothing 
more than a negation of the right of the United States to occupy 
new points within that limi~. Admittiug tha.t thi~ inference was 
in contemplation of the partl~s to the conventIOn, It Can!lOt follow 
that the United States el'er lIltended to abandon the Just fight, 
acknowledged by the first article to belong to them, under the 
law of natIOns; that is-to frequent any part of the unoccupied 
coast of ~orth America, for the purpose of fishing or trading with 
the natives. All that the convention admits is, an inference of 
the right of Russia to acquire possession by settlement north of 
54 degrees and 40 minutes north; and until that possession is 
taken, the first article of the convention acknowledges the right 
of the United States to fish ann trade, as prior to its negotiation." 

These arguments, the conclusiveness of which appears to be 
unquestionable, the Russian Chancellor of State, Count ~essel­
rode, did not attempt to controvert. He contented himself sim­
ply with declining, in hehalf of his Government, the proposition 
for the renewal of the engagements contained in the fourth article 
of the convention; and thus the matter rests. American vessels 
are prohibited from frequenting a large portion of the unoccupied 
west cnasts of the continent, north of the latitude of 54 degrees 
and 40 minutes; and the trade of the Vnited States in the north 
Pacific has been doubtless somewhat diminished in consequence. 

The Russians have, in like lllanner, refused to renew the stlp­
ulatinns of the same nature contained in the fifth article of the 
treaty of It-\~.3 between their Government and that of Great Brit­
a.in, and have, moreover, directly opposed the enforcement of the 
rIght, secured to the latter Power, by another article of that treaty, 
to navigate any ri vers which may flow from the interior of the con­
tinent to the ocean, across the line of boundary there establish­
ed. The circumstances as related. are the following: In 1834, 
the Hudson's .Ba'y Company fitted out an expedition for the pur­
pose of estabhshmg a trading· post on the Stikine a river lately 
discover~d, enteri!1g the ocean in latitude of 56 degrees 50 min­
utes, which IS said to be three miles broad at its mouth and a 
mile broad at the distance oJ thirty-five miles higher up. 'Baron 
~Vrangel, ~he Governor o~ the Russian-American possessions, hav­
mg been mforn:ed of thiS project, erected a block-house at the 
mouth of the flver, and stationed a sloop of war there; and on 
the appearance of the vessel bearing the men and materials for 
the contemplated establishments, the British were informed that 
they :vould not be allowed to pass. All appeals to the treaty 
we~e meffectual; and the Hudson's Bay Company were foiled in 
their attempt, after having spent, as is asserted, twenty thousand 
pounds m preparations. 

• London and W cs!minster Review for August, 1838. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Account of the Hudson's Bay Company's e.tablishments-Fur trade over land be­
tween the Umted SI,ate'i and the northwest terriwries-The );IJf' h A Ill! r i'" III :Ul,! 

the .Roc~y Mountam Fur Companies-Expeditions of '\'v~'lh ~lI,d U"!IIJI \ ]i,e­
EmlgratlOn from the United States tathe cQuDtries of the CVIUlJlt'Ll-Cl)ljllu~lvn. 

1:-; the preceding chapter, it was shown that the Surf/IlNsl and 19~1 
IIIld.w!/I's Bay trading companies were, in 1,'":21, united; or rather, 
t~at the former was merged in the latter, ",hidt afterwards, in 
virtue of an act of Parliament, passed in the same F'ar, rcc"ived 
frolll t~e British crown the exclusive l,ri,"il",(f' of trade in all the 
terntorles of Ameri~a north of Canada and till' l"lJitl,,1 Stat''';, not 
already possessed by the company, as well as in those west IIf 

the Rocky Mountains, so far as the claims of (;fl'at Britain ex­
tended, agreeably to the convention of 1,"1 s IJl'twl'CIJ her (;0\"­

ernment and that of the United Stat".'; that the jurisdi,·tilln of 
the courts of Upper Canada over British suhjects in all thll'" ter­
ritories, was established by the ui>""etllf'lIiillIlPfl al't of Parlia­
ment; and that the stipulations III' the \'1111 ,·,'ntion III' 1 '"I ", by 
which American ('itizells and British subjf,,·ts WI're, dlirillC\" ten 
years, equally entitled to trade or s('ttl,' in allY "lllIlItry WI·,t of 
the Rocky Mountains, I'/:lilJwti by I'itlwr party, had 1"'1'1i clIlltin- l'~' 
ued in [cuce for an indefinite p"ri'llt, with the Ilildt'r,t:lllllill:': that 
tlley might be abrogated by either (;II"'rllment, after due notice 
of twelve months to tlte other. 

These arrangements, all of whi,.J1 remain at present in ,·i:,:or, 
ita," .. proved highly advantageous to the Briti,ll in m·l'ry fI"I'I"'!. 
The northern and northwestern rt'!:(illils of the t'J1l1tillcnt Il:1,"e 
been explo)'t'ti by their officers alld lltt'n of SCi,'llt'l', and new 
me:tllS of commercial intercours" han.' llt'l'il dist'lI\'efed, lOt' which 
the Hudson's Bay Company han' ~n"aill'd tlll'lll"'''·''', by in­
creasing tllt'ir establishments and extC'nding their "pl'rCltinns. 
That company is, indeed, a powerful body, or rather a "reat 
P",,",'r, in America. Its posts may be foulld occupYUtg ail the 
most important points in those H'gitllls; its boats lllay.bl' met on 
every stream, conn'ying British manufactures to the l!lteflOf, or 
fUTs tn the great licp"sltol'll'S on till' seaboard, for Shlpnll'llt to 
EnO'land in British yesscIs; and tht' IlIllians are l'n:rr'vhere so 
tut'~r(,ll and managed by its :lg,'nts, that they have ""I'"I~jI' the 
willing slaves of the asslIl'iati"ll, and are ready at allY lillIe to 
strike at its :lll1'crs:lries. Yet the whole number ofpl'rsIllls III the 
service of the company, in 1:-;31, was, accor~lIlg tll lIr. ~lnnt­
gomery Martill,* less than one thousand, and It has probably not 
since been increased . 

• History of the British Colonies, \'ul. Ill, page 533. 
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1838. The concerns of the Hudson's Bay Company are managed by 
a governor, deputy govemor, and a committee of direct?rs, estab· 
lished in London, by whom all orders for the regulatIOn of the 
business are devised and issued, and to whom all the reports and 
accounts are transmitted. The trade in America is under the 
immediate superintendence of a resident govcflIor; the inferior 
officers are agents, factors, traders, and clerks, some of whom 
have a direct interest or sharc in the business; the others being 
engaged at small salaries, with the promise of a pension for life 
after a certain period of service. The greater part of these offices 
are generally filled by natives of Great Britain; the hunters, trap· 
pers voyao-eurs, &c., are mostly French Canadians, Indians, or 
half\reed~, who receh'e little or nothing besides their clothing, 
and the scanty allowance of miserable food upon which they sub· 
sist. The strictest discipline and subordination are everywhere 
observed; and attention to the interests of the company is in· 
sured, by the prospects held out of advancement in the service, 
or of maintenance in old age. 

Two settlements, intended partly for the reception and support 
of retiring servants of the company, have been established in its 
countries: one on the Red River, near the boundary of the United 
States, the only land north of that line which appears to offer any 
inducements for cultivation; and the other in the delightful val­
ley of the Wallamet, south of the lower Colnmbia. The inhabit· 
ants of these colonies are kept in a state of absolute dependence 
upon the company; from it alone they can receive their supplies 
of foreign necessaries; it retains the right of the soil, and can, 
moreover, oblige them at a moment's warning to quit its territo­
ries. That the settlements should languish under such circum· 
stances, and that the able-bodied men should desert from the Red 
Ri\":r into the United States, as they frequently do, is not sur· 
pnsll1g. 

The flITs and skins, which form nearly the sole returns of the 
trade, are procured principally from the Indians, in exchange for 
coarse manufactured goods, imported from Great Britain free of 
d.uty ll1to the company's territories; although servants of the asso­
CIatIOn are al?o employed in trapping and hunting, at particular 
se~s.ons. It IS asserted on the p:nt of the company, that ardent 
SpIrIts are never bartered for furs, and that the average quantity 
introduced. into the country has not, for many years past, ex­
ceeded a gill per annum for each person in it. There is no cause 
to doubt the sincerity of the statement, especially as it is the in· 
terest of th~ traders to keep the Indians sober, industrious, and 
free f~om vices; though other accounts appear to show that the 
quantity of liquors in~roduced is much greater, and that they are 
often given to the natives for furs-probably ,dthout the knowl. 
edge of the company's ao-ents. 

The territories of the ~ompany are divided into districts or de­
partments, each under the. charge of an agent, who distributes to 
the traders .the .goods receH"ed from England, and sends to their 
pr~per destmatlOn the furs collected in return; the transportation 
bemg performed alternately in boats and by portage, for which 
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purpose the articles are packed in bundles of such a size as to be 1S3~ 
easily carried by one man. The furs are sent to three great de­
positories on the seaboard, from which are also brought the goods 
for trade. These are Montreal, on the SailJt Lawrf·nrc. York 
Factory, on Hudson's Bay, and Fort ['own/I/"'r, on the C,lium-
bia; each of which is the capital or heart of a certain number of 
districts. Nearly all the arttcles going to or coming from :'lIon. 
treal, pass through Fort Willialll, one of the principal factories of 
the company, situated a few miles northwest of Lake ~\II"_'rior. 
The furs and skins from Fort Vancouver are all sent directly to 
London, by ships which arrive annually, bringing articles fr)f the 
trade. The company, moreover, employs several small vc"e\s 
on the northwest coasts, and a steamboat; which latter is princi-
pally used in the Strait of Fuca, and the other channels alllong 
the islands of the northwest Archipelago. 

The average annual value of the pel tries exported from ,\lllf'r. 
ica by the Hudson's Bay COIIIP:lllY,- between I~:!i and P<3:3, 
amounted, according to McGregor, to two hundred and ten thous­
and pounds sterling, (about one million of dollars,) of wliidl. pro­
bably one-sixth part was received from the territories wpst of the 
Rocky Mountains. Mr. Wyeth estimates the amollnt of tlIP fllrs 
derived from those territories by the company in l''':~fi, at one hun­
dred and thirty-eight thollsand dollars, London pnce,; for winch 
are given, about twenty thousand dollars worth (pflllle ,'",t I ?f 
goods; the services of th~ee hundred ~lld fifty men, elllp\"yeol III 
various parts of the busmess; slllPl!lng to brll1g slIl'pl"", and 
take back returns; and two years' mtcrcst on the 1111'l:stlll"llts" 
He had, moreover, "good evidence that, in IS:32, thl' profits ,,\ 

.. The followioO' list of the Hudson's Bay Company's establi~hments W('( o~ lhe 
Rocky MOllntain~is extracted from an artll:le in the L',ndo," and \\"'..,:r~I~""'[4·J Re· 
View tilf August, IH3H; weiHen by sume person cunnected \\ Ith Ihat J:-'''t'l 1.11 It'll, and 
minutely acq'Jainled with liS atJair~; h 

/I The principal establishment of the 1II1d"'(,Il' ... Bay CUIIlI!:ltIV on the ~?rl we$( 
st IS FUrl Vancouver situated on l,he north klld, of till' l.tdumbla RI\.tr, abo,ut 

coa, 'I . from the :ICe:'ln in lilllH~de 4;,& tI"gll'!:''', hmgHutie I2-J tI, grn· ... 30 
:7:'~II!s.mlte~'a:-.. formt'a by G(;\'t'rllur SlInpson JO 'M:!I, a~d Darned ~'Ier II e dl~(J~­

'~h d navwahlr who firsl tils(01'crCti and surl'f'!J1 tI 1It( (oll1l11f,/fj (. J Tht'y ha\ e 
fi~~w?::-;e a po~t un the south side, al the mouth 01 ttll'.rl~el,' Il lIH,rd f U~l ,~!:rg~~ul~)d-

I A ·,' 1'1 'y have moreover the pO'" (,j ~a ... qu311}, III 111_, S. I 

mer y s Dna, Il, I L '"I h oUlll'l of Frazer'" It,,', r, la!llude 
]allfut..!e 47 f1eg-r~c~; lilt' ~llst Oft F~r~ ~'k1cti.~~l~h~in III Mill Banh: ~(IIIOd, latitude 
45~ (d1~;rr~:~.2~1~lpn~sLte~i· ~(~rr~~I; so~~ on nlllld~ .... hi'and, lalI11ld.t' .'">H dl'::lt't'~, 3

1
n
h
d 

.:; th.... • fi.. IH'q from e ... l:1hll .... tllng a I"-''''! on e 
W('I"C jnr('I/"lly pre.vented 6 bY

i 
the ~USSI~r.~, JI~ ttT~h" 131 degrt'~'" HI IDlDlJ((>.... Inlalld, 

Stikin~ Rlvt."r, lalJlude 5)t t. p~rehes wbes, ~~i~~n eslabli ... hrnents VIZ: Frazer':-. Lake, 
on the wp~lslde the m(lUnlaHl~, ~~y a~t'. Chilc~lin", 'Hnbine 'and BeM's Lake, in 
McLeod's La'<e, Fort Geor~e, exnn ~1.aRlver f311;nO' into 'Frazer's River; the 
New Caledoni.; Ihe post 01 Thom/Cnl"·11 'the C~llImb .. ' Ihe Flalhead and 
poSIS of. Nez Pe".ces, Okanagan, an 0 VI h'b~~nche .... tlf the C~lumbia rn"er, near 
KODlanl8 P.OSL .. , Delween the north and S~~I 'oLJthern branch ofrhe Columbia; and 
the monntalnsj th;o post o~ Fortf~a!l~'~~l. D~~e la!i'Il.1t' t:~ de:::-rf't;>..; 30 minules~ lon­
the Umqua Post, o~ Ihe flver 0 ! ... ( . \ '\':'r Tlln' h:lvt', lurrher, two n:1I~ra­
gi(lI(le 1~,4 degrees, '\on.th of [IJt~/ !)~lI~nl ~;]3.~~ut fift\' mt'D each-the one hunting in 
lory tradlllg and troppIO'! tXP~ I~I~., Db' nd the"Bay of San Francisco, towards 
the cOl1lllry situated t)l!t~een I.e ~ urn IS to y b€tweell the Columbia an.! the head. 
the cuast i aod ~he ol~er.1D t~e wlellOr coun ~an FranC'lsco. They hkewl!'e have a 
walers of Ibe fivers tailing tolO IhelBa~ of ne hundred 10 three hundred tons 
steam-ve:--sel and ~,ve saLlmg-vesse 8, 0 rom 0 
burdell, all armed, 
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the whole western department (including the Columbia coun· 
tries) did not exceed ten thousand dollars." The shares of the 
company are at this time worth more than double their original 
value which was one hundred pounds each. In the most recent 
Lond~n tables of prices, the last annual dividend on each share 
is stated at ten pounds. '" 

In the mean tillle, the regions west of the Rocky Mountains 
have not been neglected by the people of the Pnited States. For 
some years after the destruction o~ the Pacific F~r Company, no 
American citizens were to be seen III those countrles. The North 
AII/I'ricrm Company, of which Mr. Astor was also the head, con· 
fined its operations to the vicinity of the Great Lakes, the head· 
waters of the Mississippi, and the lower part of the Missouri; 
sometimes extending them farther up the latter river, and on the 
Yellow Stone, p~rtiClllarly after its union with another company, 
organized in 1~:2:2, under the. name of the Columbia Pur Com· 
pany. In 18:2:3, nIr. W. H. Ashley, of Saint Louis, who had pre· 
viously f'st~blishcd a trading.post on the Yellow Stone, fitted out 
an expedition for the country beyond the Rocky Mountains; and 
havin!l crossed the chain between the sources of the Platte and 
the Colorado, near the 42d degree of latitude, he obtained a large 
supply of furs, which were transported to Saint Louis. About a 
hundred men were in the following year left by him in that coun· 
try, to hunt and trap; and although they had to contend against 
the people of the Hudson's Bay Company, who opposed them in 
every way, the value of the furs collected by them in three years 
amounted to one hundred and eighty thousand dollars. 

In the first expeditions from Saint Louis, the goods were trans· 
ported on pack-horses. In 1827, Mr. Ashley sent sixty men, 
with a piece of cannon drawn by mules, who marched to the 
great Salt Lake, called Luke Youta, beyond the mountains; and 
after remaining in that country a suffiCIent length of time to col­
lect the furs and distribute the supplies among the hunters, 

• The following table of the numb.r and value of furs and l?eltri,. e .. ported in 
1831, Ir?Ol theparts of Amenca owned or occupied by the British, is given in Mc­
Culloch s DictIOnary of Commerce, as e .. tracted from the work of Bliss, on tke 
TraLle and Industry of British America; 

Skin. No. £ s. d. £ $. d. 
Beaver 126,944 each 1 5 0 I5A,6AO /I 0 
Muskrat - 375,131 " 0 0 6 9,3!J3 5 6 w:n .. 5t;,OIO " 0 8 0 23,204 0 0 

olf 5,947 " 0 8 0 2,371< 16 0 Bear 3,"50 " 1 0 0 3,1350 0 0 Fo .. 8,765 " 010 0 4,3A2 10 0 Mink 9,298 " 0 2 0 929 16 0 Racoon - 325 " 0 1 6 24 7 6 Tails 2,290 " 0 1 0 114 10 0 Wolverine 1,744 " 0 3 (' 261 12 0 Deer 
We""el 645 " 0 3 ~ 96 15 0 

34 " 0 0 6 o 1'1 0 
-------
£203,316 9 0 

. T~e other aricles e .. ported by the Hudson's Bay Company, from America are 
:l~e ":f~ll"!iu~h~teteitlintb, feathers, goose and swan quills. w~eboDe. and oil; the 

r g. 
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re.turned to .Missouri, havin; been absent just seven months. 
SInce that tl~e, wagons have been generally employed for car­
ryIng the articles to the foot of the mountains' they may indeed 

h I · h " , cross t e clam, t rough a depression called the Southern Pass 
nearly under the 42d parallel, between the head· waters of th~ 
Platte on the eastern side, and those of the Colorado and of the 
Lewis, the principal southern branch of the Columbia on the 
west; and it i~ said that, recently, a light carriage has bee~ driven 
from Connecticut to the Great Falls of the Columbia near the 
Pacific. ' 

In 182~ Messrs. Smith, Jackson, and Sublette, of Saint Louis, 
engaged m the same business, and, having subsequently pur­
chased Mr. As),],'Y" establishments and interests thcv carried on 
a regular trade \\'It)J the countries of the Colulll):ia and the Co­
lorado, under the name of the Rocky ;llolllltoill PUT t '(JlIl/U'"Y.· 

The active proceedings of the ::it. Louis traders f"W'l'll the 

• The r()l1~)\\'mu account of the first expedition.with W"~(ln:-; to the H, ,f k~' i\toun .. 
tain .... rnadc Itl IH:2~), by Mcs .... r,. Smith, Jacli:sllD, and Suhlette, 1" !·Xlldf'(I'd trom a 
letter addrt·.., ..... !'d II.\' lho-.e gl:nl)emen to the SecfPtar.v of \rar, 111 (klt.llI.or, 1"':.!~1, and 
pub!J:--llt'd \\. IliJ P fl'''llkllt J atkson's n}(' . ..,:-;age to the House of l{qlic""il[,l' I "',.,, "[ J ,Ill. 
uary 2;;, 1831. It will serve to show the mode and the route ~';lH"ally pursued in 
lhe~e expeditlODs at the present d:w: 

" On the 10th of April laM, (I H:..'!I,) we set out from Saint Loui", with eighty-one 
men, all mounted on mules, len wagons, each drawn by five mules, aDd twu dear· 
born~, (light carriages, or carIs,) f'3ch drawn by one mule. OUf route W3<; nearly 
due \''!est 10 the western limits of the State of Mis.."ouri, and thence along the Santa 
Fe traIl, about forty mdes from which the C01Jfse was :-'UIIIC degrees nunh 01 west, 
acr(I:-"~ the watcr~ oCthe Kansn .... , and up the Glt'at Platte river, 10 the It,!! h:y ~1c)11ll­
ta ID .... , :Ind to the hl'ad tlf \V Iud H Iver, where It ."-lIt' .... from the mOUnlams. Till" 
took 11" 11111 tl the lljth 01 J t1 lv, ;llld Wa." as far as we wi:-.hed the wagons to ;.!'P, as (he 
furs to LJe l,rI11l:.!:hl in were tq be collected at thiS placl', which is, I,r \\ Il.. .... 1111 .... year, 
the gr,'at rendezvous of the persons "n~,l:.;-t-'d in Ihal IIWIIH'''..... 1 krl' th~ .\'> 1....',,11" 

c(ll\\d I':l,>ily have cro'"'"t"ci the Rocky l\1011IIIUIIl'i, it tWIllg whal I" called the , .... "'·"/11/. 

P(]S3 hall it been desirable for them to dl' .... (1; wh""1 !l \\0.."" nOl, for the rl'ihUIl Slated. 
Fill ('III' :o,upport, at leaving the I\'II","'()l1~1 seltleme~tsJ UDli~ we ~hould,;..!l'l IOta the 
bulJ:l!') I'()llllt!')" we drove twelve Iw:ul (I! cattle, beslde~ a milch CIIW '·,1:...'/11 of these 
only hL'in~ rt'qlllIed for U""l" before \\"(' ~lIt ,10 th.e buffaloes, the others w~nl on to the 
head nf \\'wd River. \Vt' be~an to lall III wlLh thl.~ buffaloe~ on the 1/'1111' about 
three hundred aad finy mIles from the white selllem('n~; and f!l,m thal ume lIved 
on buif.llof's, the qllantity being infinilely beyond what. we needed. <;In tht' Ilh of 
AU~II';, Ihe wag-ons being, in the mean time, loa,lied \\,111,1 the furs '\'h~ch had been 
prevHllt...;I.\' taken, we. set. out on the r.elur~ to SRlDt LoUls. A.I~ the h~h, p",Inl" of 
the 1Il,]III)lams then In VIew were whlte wIlh snow; but the passe~ and \31 t'.\:">, and 
8.11 the level country, were grern with gr?-s..;;. O!!r route ~ack wa..;; tl\'er Ihe .... arne 
grounrllleariv as in going lIUI, <lIlLl we arnved at ~;1IIl~ Lou.ls on the IOfh nf I), II,ber, 
brino-ing back thp. ten wagl1lls, tbe dearhnrn<; bemg kit be~lDdi four?f the uxe.n and 
the I~ilch cow were abo bronght back to the s.eltlement~ m \1 )",",>lln, ~ we d.ld Dot 
need them for provision. Our men were all healthy durlOg Ihe whole lime; we ~uf. 
fered nlilhing by the Indian:., aDd hatino acrident but the de.llh of ?De man, belDg 
buri"d nnder .. bank of earth that fell in upon him, and another bem!! c"ppied at 
the ~ame time. Of the mul("~, we lost but one by fatIgue, and ,two horses s~olen br 
the K:lllSa.S Indiansj tbe gra...,:.... ltcwg, along the whole roule, gOl~g an~ commg, sui· 
ficient lilr Iht' support of the horses anrl mules. The usual weight 1D tbe wa:OD8 

about one thousand el~ht hundred pounds. The usual rrlIST'>~ oftbe wagons 
wa~ f m fifteen to LWl'IlI~r fin~ 1I1til' .... per day. The cpunlry being almust all up~n, 
~~~l r~nd pral rie the r h Il: t" I '/1 .... 11 lid I, I[J" were ravines an~ creek:...., Ihe ban k .... uf which 
r~qll{f(d ('utting 'do\\'n; :lTld, tor thh purpo~e, a few plOnet'rs were geneh,81lR,!e

ky
pt 

ahe III of Ihe caravon. Tit", IS the fir~t lime ~hat. \\'n2on~ ever weDt {.) t .. e .. 
Mountnlll s , and the eRse and :""8(!'tr ~ilh whlch]t was dorle prove ~lhc I Icil~ o~l 
comlllUlllcatlll" over land with the Pa'.'IDc Ocean; thr route fro~ the S ,uther!] ~ 
where the \,'ag(ln~ ~lopped, to thr Greal F~lIs uf tbe ColumhIa, hemg ,adler iD 

belter 1han on thiS side \If the mountains, WIt~J gr~ enough for horses an mu elJ 

but a scarcilY of game for the support of men. 
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spirit of the North America~ Fur Company, which also ~xtended 
its operations to the coun~nes beyond the Rocky Mountam.s; and 
several independent parties of adventurers have, from time to 
time made expeditions in the same direction. In 1832 Captain 
Bon~eville of the United States army, while on a furlough, led a 
band of m~re than a hundred men, with twenty wagons and 
many mules and horses, carrying goods from Missouri to the 
Far West; and remained with them two years, employed in tra­
ding, hunting, and trapping, chiefly in the country drained by 
the Lewis and its branches.1I> 

About the same time, Mr. Nathaniel Wyeth, of Massachusetts, 
endeavored to establish a direct trade in American vessels, be­
tween the ports of the United States and the Columbia; from 
which latter, the returns were to be made in salmon and furs. 
With these views, he led two expeditions across the continent; 
and having also sent a vessel around to the west coast, he formed 
two tradillg-stations-one called Fort Hall, near the junction of 
the river Portneuj with the Lewis, in the southeast angle of Ore­
gon; and another on lVappatoo Island, at the entrance of the iVal­
lamet into the Columbia, sixty miles from the Pacific. He was, 
however, forced to abandon his attempts, chiefly in consequence 
of the opposition indirectly exerted by the Hudson's Bay Com­
pany. Captain Wyeth's expeditions, though thus unprofitable 
to himself, have been rendered very advantage')us to his country­
men, by means of the information which he has afforded respect­
ing the territories of the Columbia. His short memoir, printed 
by order of the House of Representati ves at Washington, in Feb­
ruary, 1839,t conveys more exact and useful instruction as to 
the climate, soil, configuration of the surface, and agricultural 
and commercial capabilities of those countries, than any other 
work yet published. 

The posts of the Americans west of the Rocky Mountains are 
few, and those are on a very limited scale. Nearly all their furs 
are procured directly by themselves, as they trade but little with 
the Intiians, whom the agents of the Hudson's Bay Company 
take care to keep at enmity with them. The hunters and trap­
pers who rem.ain constantly in that country are about three or 
four hundred m number, nearly all of them white men. In the 
summer of each year they repair (carrying their furs on pack­
horses, or on their backs) to certain places of l'endezvous, where 
they meet the caravans from the United States' and the trade is 
ther~ conducte.d without the use of money, each article, however, 
bearIng a nommal value,! expressed in dollars and cents. The 

• The adventures of Ihis officer and his "arty have been made generally known 
by Mr. Washm!<'ton Irvmg, who has cumplled from (;ap~ain Bonneville's notes a 
pleasant narrahve, somewhall.n the vem of Fray Antonio Agapida's Chronicle. 

t Report 01 tbe commlltee 01 the House of Representative, relalive 10 'he Oregon 
~rntory .. Mr. Townsend, a naturalISt of PhIladelphia, who accompanied Caplain 

yeth 10 hIS second Journey across the contment, ha< published a Narrative of his 
Adventures. WyNh's movements are also related incidentally in the account of 
Captam Honnpvllle's expedition. 

l These nomlDal values are curious. We find, among the prices current on the 
Colorado, whIskey quoted at three dollars a pint; tobacco at five .Iollars a pouud; 
gunpowder at SIX dollars a plOt; dogs «(or eating) at fifteen dollars each, «te. 
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principal places of rendezvous are on Orrr'fI Rh'er, a branch of 
the Colorado, at the foot of the Rocky ;\lo11ntains, on the western 
side, near the 42d deg~ee of latitude; and Fir!'r!;'s Hole, a valley 
about one hnndred Hides north of the other, from which issues 
one of. the easternmost head-waters of the Snake, or J _<,,,,is Ri\-er, 
emptymg into the Columbia. Both these places are near the 
sources of a branch of the Platte, there called the :";'reet JJ fllf r 
along which lies the route of the caravans from and tn '\iis,'nnri: 

To conclude with regard to the trade in peltries, for which the 
countries on the northwest side of America have bef'U hitherto 
principally used by the people of civilized nations. It appears to 
be certain that the Imsiness is dCI'linilJ([ in every part of the con­
tinent, but particularly in the territ"rlf's drained by the Cnlum­
bia, in consequence of the disappcarance of the animals yielding' 
the furs and skins. The Hudson's Day C"rl/npany suc':essfully 
endeavor to prevent this decrease on the eastefll side of the Rocky 
Mountains, by allowing thc districts in which it is perceived to 
remain undisturbed for some time. On the ('"Iumbia, howen'r, 
where the control of that body is k" absolute, and Its tenure is 
uncertain, such precautions are not used; and e\'pry part is yearly 
ransa~ked by traders and trappers, !Jotl, British and ,\ Illf'ri'·an. 
How long the fur trade nwy yet be profitably purslli'd beyond 
the mountains, it is impossible to jlld!!:1' from the impI!rli"'1 data 
obtained; th l'l'I , is, however, reaSOll tn 1II'li,'\'(' that those fi'~'OlJS 
must soon be abandoned by the 1[1\1""1, \ B"I' ('olllpany, Uilit-ss 
some othcr mode of I'mployiliS' its ('apital there call I,,' dCYI,,'d, 
or the (,lItire l'ossrssifJ/l oj Ih(' if'rriifJr!l /'1/1/ br sl'I'lIr('(1 to it. III 
what other pursuits besides the fur tr"Ll,' llrl;l~h caplta",t,' IIwy 
advantageously employ their funrls ill ;'\Ilrt!tw('sl \ merIca, IS 
therefore an interesting (11I,'stioll at I'rt'S('IIt. From what has 
beell hitherto 1""rIled of thoS(' ('(llliltri .. s, tlll'y do nnt "ffer f,rilS -
pectsofa sp"edy r!'tUrIl for the illH'stllll'lIt "(":'I,ital in alJ.)'otl:~'r 
way. The)' contam lands III (jptacl'l'd l'"rll"lls, wlmit "Ill 
imlllediately yield til till' industriolls culll lalllr tIll' nll'~"" of 
subsistence, and enable him, perhaps, to purchase ")lIle l(lrl'l([1l 
articles of luxury nr Il('c.('ssity. Bllt this is all; th'), producc no 
precious metab, or. CllllIlll(lditil's, no gold nor .~':rcr" II l1 r, ('(llfl'e, 
nor cotton, nor opIUm; nor are they, hke IlId"I, Illh,,J'ltld by a 
numerolls population, who may be eaSily fo~ed tLl labor for the 
benefit of a few. " . I 

Such is the state of the fur trade in tlk' wterlOr of :\ilrt Iwest 
AIIII'ri";r accordino- to the most fl'C,'lIt .accounts, In the nforth 

, ,b. I d on by \'l"",I, 0 the Pacific this hUSIlIl'" IS no onger ('dITle '. . 

U 't d' "t, t" whl'ch have been (olllpletel)- excluded from the me '0.1'-', . u' dth 
coasts b the prohibitory measures "I the nUSSJa!1S, an ~ ac-
., 'f Yh H d "Bay Co~pany. The only :\nrth .\mencan tlVlty 0 t e u son" ,.. h' h d' 

fi I ' I tor Chl·n:. by sea are brought titer Irect urs \\' lIC ) noW en ~ , , . r. h 
" Y I' fi om J ondon' but m compensation ,or t e from 1 ,,!I\- or, or r ' , , . II b 

I f that trade the PaCific is now traversed III a parts, y nu­
oss 0 ',' , I iving employment to ntarly 
merous Ameflcan whaling veshse s, g I the Sandwich Llands 
(our thou"and seam<;)n, For t ese lesse s, th 
form the prineip:rl place of resort, although they often enter e 

14 

1S39, 
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1839. Bay of San Fr;:m('i~co, in California, in order to obtain water and 
fresh provision~. 'l:he S~ndwich blands'iO, are now ~Ildp,r !he au­
thority of a natl "e ~')n'relgn; the Ba~ of ~an FrancIsco s,tlil con­
stitutes a part of the Mexlc~n ,posse~slOns. How, ~ong will,t~ese 
two inlportant places relI!alll III thelT present political condition? 
GrcClt Britain has pretensIOns to the sovereignty of 0'Y'yhee; and 
it is rumored that her Government has made propOSitIOns to that 
of ;\\exiro for the purchase of California. S~o?ld the B~i~ish de­
termine to take possession of Owyhee, there IS no probability that 
they could be prevented from so doing. With regard to Califor­
nia, however, it is not to be supposed that they would occupy the 
country without authorization from its present possessors; and it 
is scarcely possible that any Mexican administration will venture 
to sanction such a measure, as it would undoubtedly bring imme­
diate min upon the Republic. 

With regard to colonization in Northwest America, it has al­
ready been shown that the Hudson's Bay Company is adverse 
to the existence of a free population in its territories. The only 
settlement which appears to have been made under its auspices, 
beyond the Rocky Mountains, is that on the Wallamet, where a 
few old Canadian voyageurs are permitted to reside, with their 
Indian wives and half· breed families, on condition of remaining 
faithful to their liege lords of the company. In the neighborhood 
of each large factory, indeed, a portion of ground is cleared and 
cultivated, and dwelling.houses, mills, and shops for artisans are 

• Th.,e islands have been so frequently mentioned in the cou"e of this memoir, 
that a short geographical notice of them may be u,efully inserted here. 

They are in number ten, situated in the north Pacific,jHst within the limits of the 
torrid zone, ,between lSi and l/:li degrees oflatitude, about three thousand miles, or 
twenty days sail southwest from the mouth of the Columbia and about twice lbat 
distan," trom Cauton, which lies nearly due west from the~, The largest of the 
Isl.and~, ()WY/U'l', ,(or Hawaii, as ~t is also sometimes written,) is about four thousand 
miles m sJf,erfleral extent, and IS suppo,ed to contain eighty thousand inhabitants. 
The I?flnclpal port IS Honoruru, 1D the island of n'oohoo, or Ouku, said to be the 
most terhle and agreeable at the group. They were discovered by Cook in 1778, 
and surveyed by. Vancouver, who, in 1794, obtained from Tamahamaha, King of 
Owyhee, the ces,ron of that Island to Gre3t Britain, as related at page l:l!:!. Tama­
bam aha dIed m 1~19, after havmg reouced ail the SandWIch IslalHis under his au­
thonty; and they are a' present governed by his reputed grandson Kauil(eauuti or 
as he styles himself, Tamahamaha III, " , 

The Christian relIghn was establi,hed, or rather the ancient religion wa~ over­
thrown, aft~r the de}).th of Tama,hamaha j and several ml!'-:-.ionarie:o', llearly all of 
the!D Ame~lc~nsJ of the Pr~sbyleTlan chllrch, are at presl~nt engaged in prupal!a1ing 
tbelr rloctrmes among the ~p.~ple .. Some timE since , two French Catho'ic priests 
entered the same field as ffiIS"_onarles; bur thpy were persecuted, brand.d a- idola­
ters, and at length dflven from 'he Islands by the Government at the in-ti",uioD il 
1:5 suppos.e~, of the Pr~testant~. The affair was forgotteo untii last year, when t'he 
French fngate A~temlse arfJved at Honoruro, and retribntion was exacled tilr the 
aUe;!ed olltrages, tn a manner enrirely eonformable with the honor and glury of the 
Grande NailOn. 

The value. of these isJands 10 the comll'-erce of the north Pacific is incalculable. 
They form, mdeed, a hotel aud siorehouse l':Jr the refreshment an,l SUI-ply or Vt'll-
sels sl1uated 1D the most convenit>l t ,'I" " , ' 
Asi~ and America Th" I POSI lOn, »nmerlJately 011 the hl~hway helween 

, . elr Imporlance as a pla~ of re!-,Qrt for the whallflg' vt's, .. els 
of the Untl~d States rna)' be <slim. ted from the fav, th., during the monlhs "I' Sep-
le',Dber, Oc ober, and November, IA39, tbey were v·' d b h' I. 'h' I' 
bng!), and one schooner, an Am'frie3D em 10 I,d ~,ltE' Y 1 lTly-t ft'e ") IpR, o~r 
scarcely necessary to add th I r. h' P Y m '08t branch of fishery It III 
cific the S,ndwich I-Ia d. ~' ~d t e reaC" and, frerd"", 01 navigation of tbe Pa­
eve~, scarcely to be exp~ct~d. au c01l4lnue polmcally IUdeP'!ndent. Tfiis is, how-
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mected; but th~se improvements are all entirely subsen'ient to 
the uses and, ohJ~cts of th~ company; all proceeding~ Hut ~tric;tly 
connected ~Ith Its ~nrsUl!s being discourag-ed, and all persons 
not t~nder Its authOrIty bemg trr~:ltr,d as intruders, Of the per­
sons In the employment of t,he asso:-iation, a smaIl number only 
are ,wh~te men; ann rarely IS a whIte woman to be ,P<'II in its 
tefrItones, The half,h,reed voyaC'"P!lrS, trappers, and hunters, are 
better, and less e:cpensIve, than any others who ~ollld be obtain­
ed; and the Indian and half-breed women are the most useful 
helpma,tes',with whom all ties may, moreover, be easily dissolved. 
There IS, III consequenr:e, little pro~P('~t of the diffusion of the 
pure An~lfl.Sax("1 race through countries possessed by the Hud­
SOil'S Bay Company, 

'rhe first emigrations from the United :-;t:lU," for the purpo,e of 
settlement, WIthout any speCIal commercial \'IeWS, in the coun­
tries of tli" Columbia, appear to hal'e been made in I '<J'!. TI'f<,t, 
years ~.fterwards, a smaIl colony of Amerirans was established on 
the \'Yallamet, abrlllt seventy miles from its month under the 
direction "t' :\lr. Jason Lrf', and other :\l"th,,,iist cler~\'":ell; and 
sinr.e that I)f't'i(),l, th" nnmber of citizens of tl,e I 'nit",j 'St;".,s per­
manently residing Iwyolld th" Rocky ,\\()I\ntains has beell much 
increased. \Vith n!~:trrl to the (,OlHlition nf th''''e St,ttlcment" no 
information has 1""'11 re""lItlv nhtaillt'd. III I ~<JI thp\' lI'pre' all 
prospering; and it IIlay be supposed that dJ('Y at'" ('CllliiIlUill!! to 
do well, inasmuch as a hlrw' numllf'r of erni,<;r;lIlts sailed 1',r the 
Columbia from New York ill the autumn uf I"st \'I'ar, Uillj,'r the 
superint"IHII'Il('(, of niH' orthe t'lllllli,'rs of the \\':III""l1't colony: 
and other persons are said to be noW ill that city preparin!!; for a 
similar expedition. 

It is not, however, by llW;1I1S of ,urh l< 'ng and dangt'rOli s voy­
ages that citizens of the I :Ilit('d St;ltl'S aft' to elfel't sdtlt'IllI'I1ts 
in Northwest Anwri";I; and it will doubtless be the ,'are ,>f thclr 
Gt)\"~rtlll\l'llt to render smoother and more ".,'1I1'" the routes across 
the contillent to those cOUlltrif's, "fill!! entirr"!! 1I'il"i71 tlte undis­
puted lilllits of the Replib/i,'. In till' I'ossl'"itlll of till'''' routes, 
the AlIlel'il'ans klVI' infinIte advaIlt;lg"s over th.' llntlsh, and all 
other nations, for occupying the H'gi"m; in question; and nothinc; 
more is j'1''1uired to f<'nder the journey through them safe and 
easy, thall tit<' establishment of a few p"sts,at ('t1lln'lllt'nt dIS­
tances apart on a line l'('(\\'I','n the .\\I""'ltrl and the p;ISSl'S of 
the Rocky Mountains, which may sern' as forts to O\Trawl' the 
savages, and as caravanserais for the. repose, and posSIbly even 
for the supply, of traveIler~. \\ h~n thIS has been do~e, the :\lIl"r­
ican settlements on the L"lumbla WIll soon acqutn that degree 
of extcnt and stability, which will render llllgatnry all cla,Ims on 
the part of other nations to the possession ?f tl,,,,(' ,:oun~rIcs. 

Within the last five or SIX years the (,,)\'l'fIl111l'nt as well as 
the people of the United f'tatt'S have b~gun to devote theIr at, 
tention seriously to matters connected WIth the northwest r<'~" 'lIS 
of this continent. Numerous pet.itions hav:e been I'r""'lItt'd ,and 
motions have been made and dIscussed, III bothH"II"'s 01 the 
Federal Legislature, for the annulment of the eXIsung arrang

e
-

1839. 
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ment with Great Britain, the military occupation of those territo­
ries and the extension of American jurisdiction over them; and 
the 'Executive has been sedulously engaged ill collecting the in­
formation which may be necessary in order to }?lace the subject 
in a proper light, and to render movements effective at the proper 
time. These proceedings are all so recent, and so well known, 
that details respecting them would be needless. Suffice it to 
say, that no resolution has been taken on any of the plans pro­
posed; and that the position of the American Government with 
regard to the territories claimed for the United States on the Pa­
cific, continues as fixed by its conventions with Great Britain, 
Russia, and Mexico. ~ 

The writer has now completed the task assigned to him, by 
presenting an exposition of the most important circumstances rel­
ative to the discovery anu occupation of the northwest coasts and 
territories of North America, by the people of various civilized 
nations, and of the pretensions advanced by the Governments of 
those nations in consequence. To indicate farther the course 
which should be pursueu on the part of the United States with re­
gard to their claims, lies not within his province. To conclude: 
he has, as he conceives, demonstrated that the titles of the United 
States to the possession of tlte regions drained by the river Colum­
bia, deril'ed from priority of diCicol'ery ((lid priority of occupation, 
are as yet stronger, fllld more consistent witlt the principles of na­
tional right, than those of all!J other Power,from whatsoever source 
derived. That those l:flgions must be eventually possessed by 
the people of the United States only, no one acquainted with the 
progress of settlement in the Mississippi valley during the last 
fifteen years will be inclined to question; but that Great Britain 
will, ?y evel1' means in her power, flvade the recognition of the 
American claims, anu oppose the establishment of an American 
population on the ~hor~s. of the .Pacific, may be confidently ex­
pected, from the dispositIOns evmced by her Government in all 
its recent discussions with the United States_ 

• That the British Government observes its engagements with equal strictness, 
there IS some reasun to douht; IDasmuch as it is said that a large trad in tbe angle 
formed by the PaCific and the Strait of Fuca, north of Bulfinch's H .. rbor, bas been 
r.c~ntly granted ID full possessIOn to the Hudson's Bay or some other COIIIpany 
whIch IS actually engaged in dividing and selling tbe lands. 1 
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APPENDIX. 

A. 

F:XTF.:-'T OF THE P.\RT OF TilE KEST CO"IST OF :-.eORTH AMERICA 'i.:r::-. BY 

FlLlSC[S JJlLlKE IX l.jj~j. 

All. that is known respecting Df"];..'., yi,it to the northwest coast 01 
Amenca, has been derived from two narratiy,,, of his expedition, \I·/tidl 
are-

1. " The r;/il/fJIIS I (J!lfI~" of ,"'ir 1~'II!I,i" 1 "'"/.-' ill!fJ the is'outlt S,o, and 
there "~JI~.f:, (tlJuut, tIle ."//11" ,~1(j~: 'if t/~e (flrl/!,. /Jf'!{1I11 ill tlu' 1/11'1' if O/:T 

Lord 1.,71. by I-ml/"lS J nt/II; 1"""I,II'·.[!ll London by 1I.,kluyt III 

L3S~t, in 'Lis" rOYfl! .. ::""': (flld .Yf/ri: .. r(f!lfllI .... · 0(11,(, f~'I1:..;';i,,:h;" aud- ' 
2. " TIl(' II'or/,1 1"'/I"fJIIIIIIIS.\I ,I /'1/ ,\'ir (i',")!'is I h,,/.-, . l'/J1!rcted out'!! the 

J\r:)t('s~r .frr. l'i,tllIl';S l'k/I'/lIr, l)n~/f'I,,-,. ill {I,is f'llIji/O!/IlUllt, (llid /'/1111/""'1: 
!''It/I.(~I~YTS ot/u'n.,·' iVfJ/~'.,,·, l/t"t 1I'('J~t ill, tIff' S{lIlIe 1"f)!JO! .. !.'i'.:' It ,vas publi ..... lll". 
In It,.):.; the name .. 1 th,· compiler IS lI11t kllll\\'II. 1·I,·t,·ll<'r', JourllaI '" 
still preserved in 1I1"IHISl'I'ipt ill till' Briti.sh \11I"'1I111; I:III1J1'\', who ~un­
suIted it, could, ItllIH'I'l'r, gatlil'r nllthill:'; fWIlI it, in 'ldditlO'n to wli;lt is 
published. Th" nUl/OilS I ill/II:':" i, ull<\ollbteJII' oil<' .. r the" dinTs utl// rs' 
!lotes" lIiI'lllilllll'<i ill the till,·. ".s whole "'"ll'";'es, amI el'(!11 1'''1''''r:<ph~, 
arc the same in both narrati \'('5 •• 

The f.lIllIlJIIS rO//II~'" is a plain and su('cillct a('cIlunt, in general suffi­
ciently cl"ar, of wl,,,t th" writ"r saw, or !'eli"I"'r! to hal'e t,d,en 1<1: ... ,;, 
during til" \·oyag". \\,ith ro'""rd to till' "xt"111 .. feo,"t ol>"'f\'(,d I>y Ilr"l-;" 
on tIl<' nortltll"·~t'·rll ,ide or I ',lid;'fllia, he sap only what is contained in 
the f(dlnll'illg paragraph: 

"'I'll<' ;,1 I! Jay of JUII<', l,('ing in I:; ,j"gre,·., .. r thl' pole arcti,', being 
speedily COIII(' out of the ,'xtrellle heat, \I',! l;lUlILI th,· "ir so l'old that '''.r 
mcn, IlI·in'" pinched \I'ilh tl,,· salile, cOlllplailled of the "xlremity there( f; 
and the fu~thef we went, the Ilion' the cold incrcns"d upon us. \rher~­
upon, we thought it best for that time to s"ek thl' land, and diJ ~o, finding 
it I,ot mountainous, but Ill\\' phlll lnlld, and \1'" IIrl'\I' back agam \I,Jthout 
Iandill" till WI' ,"lIlll' within :;" tI,'"r, ... , to\I',mb the linc; ill which height 
it pl"'I.~:d (;,"\ to "'lId l!s into" '"ir and g""d bar, ~'ilh a "",.d"willtl to 
ellter the same. In tillS 1>:,), wc anch .. n·d (Ill tIle 11111 of .11111<'. ,L'n 
wl,i"1! the wrilt'r " .. ,'S (III tll ,j",,·ril ... the occurrences on shore. 

,I\(lthing is It,'re ~aiJ of the Iatitudl', or of tltl' d;J): of the,lllollth, in which 
the land was lir.,t ~l','n; It I" hllll'\' \ "I', to bt' ml"IT"d fr .. lil the context, 
that llt"I' diJ not alil-all"t' 1,,1' lo",ard, the north after the 5th.of JU.II<.'., , 1I 

whi .. 1t tltey were in the latitude ot I:l. ,"wit \I'as the opuuon tit ll"k-
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luyt, who, in many parts of his works, says. tha.t Drake. sailed n~rthwe.st 
of Califc)rnia to the 43d degree. Purcilas, m IllS PIlgrIms, publIshed In 

1617, (]xlge 5:2, \'01. i,) relates that" Sir Francis. Drake saIle,l .on the other 
side of "\!Ilerica tot3 degrees of northerly latItude, ~nd with. cold was 
forced til retire." And of all the other accounts and notices of thiS voyage, 
'written before 17.;1), three only have been fouud, in. which it ~s asserted 
that til" English proceeded north o~ the 4~d parall~l m the Paclfl? . 

The famous llayiC:-~ltllr. John DaVIS, III hiS WorlJ s Hydrographical DIS· 

(OWrV, published i!'! 1.-'~I.;, (ILtkJu)'t, vol. i\', page ,1:m.) says: "And after 
tilat 8ir Francis Drake was clllf'rcd intn the South ::;e;l, he coasted all the 
\\','s«'rn shores of America, until he came into the scptentrional latitude 
of 48 degrees." To this assertion, however, no credit can be given, inas­
much as it is nowhere else pretendcd that Drake ~aw any part of the 
western side of "\IIH'ri"a, betweell Guatulco and the 38th df>gree. 

Admiral Sir William :lllInson, in his Nawl Tml'/s, first published in 
1712, also declares, that" from the 16th of April to the 15th of June, Drake 
f.:liIed without seeing land; and arrived in 48 degrees, thinking to find a 
passage into our seas, which land he named New Albion." Cnfortu­
nately for the admiral's consisteney, he remarks, in many other parts of 
Lis Trw(s, that Cape ~'Iendocino, which is near the 40th parallel, is "the 
f ;rtl",,,! l({ltd r/iscl)/"CI'er/," and "tlte flllt!U,},l/lOsl /.-Jw/C/l part 0/ _ll11uiCIJ!' 

The H"or/,l RIIf'(I/IIl'fI",Sff/ is the only work, besiues the two above men­
tioned, published l)cf~)rf' the middle of the last century, in which it is 
ltlaintained that Drake advanced alol13 the west coast of America beyond 
the 43d degree of latitude; and upon the statements there given Burney 
founds his assertion, that the whole western shore of the continent be­
t',\'CCli the 42d and the ~lSlh parallels, was first discovered by the English 
navigator. A few extracts from the narrative, with observations upon 
them, will serve to show that this decision is not warranted by sufficient 
authority. 

, "F!om Guatuko," says the Rc·,'. ~Ir. Fletcher, "we departed April 
15, settmg our course directly into the sea; whereupon we sailed five 
hundred leagues in longitude to get a wind, and between that and the 3d 
of June one thousand four hundred leagues in all, tIll we came into the 
latitude or 42 d";;rr'es nor~h, where, in the night following, we found such 
an aiterat!Oll o,f the heat Illto ?xtreme and nipping cold, that our men in 
general dId gnevously complalll thereof. ~. * ':If ... It came to 
that extremity, that ill sailing but 2 degrees farther to the northward in 
our course, ... '. - , our meat, as soon as it was removed from 
the ~re, ,:'onld presently, in a manner, be frozen up; and our rop~s and 
tacIdlllg, III a few days, were grown to that stiffness, that what three men 
before were able to perform, now six men, with their best strength and 
lJtmo~t endeavor, were hardly able to a('('omplish. '" ~.. The 
land I~ tha.t part of America bearing farther out iIltO the west than we 
Lefore In:agmed, we were, nearer on it than we were aware; and yet, the 
~;arer sttlI we came unto It, the more extremity of cold did seize· upon us. 
- he 5th day of June we \,'ere forced by (', 'Iltrary winds to run in with 

• Tdbe part of the World Rncnmpasscd, devoted to Drake's V"\'3~e In the north P8cific, is 
(~~eilie ~~~ ~\numbE"r.lI !a~~'", lhe ;gT~a.ler, part of which are oc·cupied with the sper-ulations 
ler a d 'IE' er, no doub'J OD lh. can,c, 01 the great coldness of the atmo.'phere in lhat quar­

, n \" account, 01 the ceremonIes orthe nalives; all of which are here omitted. 
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the shore, which we th~n first descried; and to cast anchor in a bad bay, 
the best road we could for the present meet with, where we "-ere not with­
out some danser, by reason of the many extreme gusts and fla,,-, that beat 
upon us. ,! • i' In this place was no abiding for us, and to 
g~ farthe.r north the extremity of the cold would 11"\ permit us; and the 
wlllds dIrectly bent agalllst us, havlllg once g('tt~n us under sail again, 
commanded us to the southward, whether wc would or no. I-'r"lll the 
height of 48 de~rees, in which we now were, to 3.'), we found the land, by 
coastmg along It, to be but low and reasonably plain; every hill, whereof 
we saw many, but Hone very high, though it \\-ere in June, and the sun 
in his nearest approach unto them, being ('o\'er~,l with SllOW. In :3'-' de­
g!'l~e'i 30 minutes, we fell in with a convenient and fit harbor; and Junc 
17 ('ame to anchor therein, where we continued till the '!:3,} of July; 
during all which time, llfltwithstanding it "'as the height "I' sumlllfer, alld 
so near the sun, yet \\'e were constantly visitpu with like' nil'l,ill~ colds 
as we had felt before, ." ". .\,·illll'r could we. at an\, time, 
in whole fourteen days togelber, find the air so clear as In \ ... abJ,- i.o take 
the Ill'i~ht of sun or star. " ~ • • How unhandsome allll delormed 
apl"':IJ'I,,1 the face of the earth itsd!' showing tr("'s without kin", and the 
ground without grcenJlCFS, in th"se monlhs of June and July I ,. • • 
For the ('allses of this extreIllity, • til" chll'l,' ,t we ('nW'II\'\-, t,) be, 
the large spreadill~ of the Asiari a,nd ,\lIl1,ri"'''1l cl)ntinents, \\'hi"h, (Some­
what nnrthward nf these parts,l If Ihey be 1lI,1 fully JOlllcd, yet S""1Il III 
come very w'ar one to allnllwr; fr('111 \\'1i"sl' hi~ll alldsno\"-"'~\',·r,·d moun­
tains, the north and north WL'St WHlUS, the conslant \'''Itl'r, III th,"'" coasts, 
send abroad their frozen nymphs. ~ .. ow ' .\nd that the north and 
northwest winds an' here constant in June and .I lily. as the llorth wllld 
alone is in AuO'ust and ~"pt"ldlH'r, \\'e lI"t Ollly 1,,1111,1 it b)' our own ''x, 
perience, but \~"ru flllly '·,)Jtfiflll<'d III thl' opinioll til<'fl,,)f hy the contlllucd 
ohsl'rvati,"iS of th,' ~l'alLi:lrds,', • '~'III'lI!dl \\'" se'ITI'ill',1 the 
coast dili~,,"tly, ",'1"1 unto the 1";111 d":!r,"', yet fOllnd \\'1' 11,,1 the lun,1 tl) 
trcnd so much as onc p"illt in :111\- pIa·:,' tll\\':,nh I:,e I'ast. hilt r~ther run, 
ninO' all cOlLtinually northwesl, as if it went directh' III 1I11"'~ with \'1:1." 

Upon examinill:! Ihl'~" st,:t"llll'IIIS, ~i\'l'~l in the \\ orl,ll',Il:'"lllpass:'d, 
we Jiml that OIL the tlll/'r! ot June, I lr.d,,·, \'"",'1 \I,b III tl" 1,I1111IIIt "f 
/il/'/,/,I"'I) r!,.<.:·/'I·'·s; and that all the ,ii/lit of the same month. she ancl''''''d. 
'near the A Illl'ri('an en:I'I, in a ],:1)' Sltllatl',1 IIllkr the Jor!'/"I.'!hth }"'/ u/le!, 
that is to say, in the cour.'" of si:"ll/ ;'O/lJ'.~ aljurl/,,: st, sh" u,(,.,I//'·I,lol I, fIst 
t/in'f' hlllllfJ'l't! and Si:l'tlllllill'", Il'Ilh Ihr' 1/'IlIrls /1.'/)//'11/:': /'Io/{· II lly ,,'.:ullI,,1 //1 r, 
~lI,'h a rat" of sailing; under such cir,'ulll,t:tIl"cs, eonld not j,l'. altalIled 
b an v,'sst?! at (h,' I,n'sellt time; and \\-hen \\"!, lllorellH'r, take IIltocon­
si~era~oll tl,,' ,'Il"stallt obscurily of tiH',il":IH'Il'o;, an~ the consta~t a~ltdl!."I~ 
of the En~'lish ship 1,1' the \\'a\'!'s. whl"ll nlllS! hU\e .rendered II J.II\"'s>1 

bl I
e, tl I "'"III of tllc slIn ,,-ith tl]l' ]lI'sl IIlstruments IIII'll III e to 0 )Sl'l'\'(' H' Wl~ ., .,~ .. . . 

"

1 .. '\11']" t"'11 tl],> '1"""llllt of the lalltudes I, "11"11' oUS, 
SP \ve lnav s:l t' \~ (,(lIlt c"- " I - , d . 

~II;:s iJll'"n:'ruit\- 'j:; lIOt ll"ti·'l' i or Captain Burney, who ba"'s hI' eCls-, 
r I" . "I'" H';I the autlrorit\' of the lJ'or/d I;/I'·l)lfljlns.".',I. He (',)Jl,,,lers 
~"II' l]t,I~II\' l~,I(l"Ilil'il II 01/ 1/;" slll'ill'l" the statement 11l Ihat lIarraUn', 
a~ pC~I~, 1"!II"li~l: "s,';u:'hed the enast dili:;"lllly, e\'el1 uuto the 1 .... lh d", 
t a: Il'l ;h;~\' 'j;1II1ll1 lint t!i" land til trend ~" mnch as ?ne !'''lIlt III ~I~I)' 
gre,", y , .. ' ! "'1';[." J I,', hO\\'I'\','r, omIts thl' rell1a~n?er of the" II 
i~~~~~:~~~~I.;att~'~'r running OIl continually 1l'lrtli\H,,,t, as lflt went dlr,·"II)· 
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to meet with Asi<l," although he must have known that it destroys the 
value of the first part of the evidence, inasmuch as the coast nowhere 
between the 41st and the 47th parallels trends so much as one point to­
wards the west. 

Burlll'I', moreover, being desirous to establish th.e character of the Worla 
EncolI'j)(~s,,('t! for correctness, scrupulously abstaIns from remarks. upon 
the accounts given in that work, of the extreme coldn~ss of the alf m the 
north P<lcific during the s~mmer. That persons commg suddenly from 
the torrid zone into <l regIOn 20 degrees farther north should find the 
change of temperature disagreeable, is quite natural; but that" meat, as 
soon as it was removed from the fire, should presently be frozen up," and 
the ropes and tackling of a vessel be stiffened by ice, during the month ?f 
June, in any part of the ocean between the 40th and 44th degrees of latl-
tude, is wholly incredible. . 

The opinion that Drake discovered the northwest coast of Amenca as 
far as the ,1:-::tll degree of latitude was not countenanced by any other 
writers than the three abo\'e cited before the year 1750, when it was 
adopted by th" compilers of the I3iographia Britannica, in their life of the 
hern. Among those who considered the 43d pClrallel <lS the northern limit 
of that na\'igator's course in the P<lciJic, are De Laet, in his Histoire du 
Nouveau M~llde; Ogilby, in his History of America; Heylin, in his ('(.s· 

mography; J,o,:h, in his History of Navigation; and last, not least, Dr. 
Samuel Johnson, in his Biography of Drake. In the maps of America, 
contained in Heylin's t'osIlJOgraphy,' printed in 17U8, and in the curious 
Historical Atlas of :\litrl1f'll and Senex, published ill 17:20, California is 
represented as an island extending from the 23d parallel to the 44th, in 
the northern part of which :\"W Albion is located. These authorities will 
serve at least to show whieh of the two opinions may be regarded as an 
innovation. 

The question is of little importance. The British Government has, 
howe\-er, on many occasions, evinced, indircr:t1y, a desire to found some 
claim to the p""rossinn of the northwestern side of America upon the sup­
pnsrod disco\-eries of Drake in that <]u<lrter. The !lame New Albion will be 
generally found occupying a large space on all maps of America published 
in Great Britain. In the ~hart attached to the Journal of Vancouver's ex­
pedition, the II'hn~e n! t 'o/i(omia is thus designated; and as recently as 
1827,. It has bee~ InSisted on the part of the British Government that Great 
Bntall1 had obtamed grants of territory on the northwest coast of America 
from the inhabitants, before the existence of the United States as a nation: 

To ('nnelude: there is no absolute c\'idence that Drake did not discover 
the northwest "\.merican coast as far north as the 4tith degree; but, on the 
other hand, the assertion that he did is not supported by adequate testi­
mony, and, ':I'here ongll1ally made, it is accompanied by statements irre. 
concl.lablewl~h t~l~ results of experience. It may be admitted that the 
English did, 111 h, '.1, see the part of that coast included between the 38th 
and the 43d parallels; but it is equally certain if nnt more so that such 
part had. been nlrc~c1y discovered by the Spal:iards, under C~brillo and 
Ferrelo, m 1.313. 

(0 '1'/ may he here remarked,Ihnt in Heylin's map of Ameril'a the nurthwest coast beyond 
:~~l~~)1 L:.a t~ ~~'!. e~£ren.d.ly 01 AI11"k1: is laid ,down almost ac(:~ra[e!y. Yet we have no ac­

s 0 ~n} ''''He"., ill that pan 01 til" Paclftc of a date earlier tban 1741. 
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B. 
PRETENDED DISCOVERY, BY M.\LDO:\-ADO, OF .t NORTHERN PASS.tGE BE­

TWEEN THE ATL.~NTIC ANIJ THE PACIFIC 1,." 1.388 . 
. 1'he Spanish manuscript ~iscovered by Amoretti in the Ambrosian 

Library at i\IIIalI, a~ld o~ whICh he published a French trallslation in 
1812, ~ sec' page .10,) IS entitled: " .1 RI/utioll if the lJis('oury if the Strait 
IJ~ ',II/I~lI/, :Jla.de ~y ':"" t 'uptuin l.-(u·",!C:(, n'I'/'II ,k J/a/(/(Jl/f1do, in the year 
1.)81'l, 2n "II/lit lS urtllrn the or'{'r if tlte IIfll'/:':'"II'OI, the SltiffitUli/ of the 
place, and the 'f/WII/wr 0/ fortifying it." It COI1,i:;teu of thirty-fil-e para­
graphs: ~he mos~ maten,al of which are presented by Burney in his His­
tory ,,/ \ oy~g('s ill the South Sea, vol. \-, page IG,: thl')" are as follows: 

" By means of this strait, the King would render himself :;ule master 
?f all the spic~s, and make a profit of five millions annually, by constrain­
lIlg other natIOns to send to Spain to I'pwlIr" them. Spain, theret;,re, 
?u.ght immediately to set about ~e('lll'iIJ!:!: and fortifying this strait. But 
It IS necessary that I should show the route which must be taken, the 
ports that will be found, and that I add thereto a narration of Illy \'''pg-C'. 

"Departing from Spain or Li,I'''II, the course is to the north\I-"st j;Hlr 
hundred and fifty 11':l!:!:III'S, by which \'''lI will ani\'" tn CII uegrees north 
latitude, where YOIl will I,ave sight lIt' Fl'i,·,IaIIU. Thence, tllf' r""I(' must 
Iw to the WI'St, l;r'''pillg- in the said latitude ifill' huudrpd alld "i~!tly 
leagues to th.! land "f LtI,ra,[or, at the placc wherc begins the :-;tralt of 
Labrador. 11,·1'" are two channels: Olll' learlill:!; til the north",,,!. and the 
other til the Illlrlh\\'l"t, Th,· "Illlrse Illllst be in that I" the north\\'",r, rd 
04 uegrees, where the channel .. 1,:lllgf'S its" in·,·tion; and you will have 
In sail north one hundred an,[ tWCIlI\' I, a~II"S, to til>' lalilllrl,· Iff 71 ue­
~r;~I". '1'1", ,·halll ... 1 thcn :1~:lin turns' to Ih,' northll"'st, and \ "" rUll in 
it to 7:; u .. gr,·(·s. You then "ntirl'iy quit th .. ~Ir:lit of L:",r,,,I,,r. and be­
gill to lower vOllr !atil",I,·, ,t""rill:!; w,·,r·hysouth thr .. " hunun·d ami fifty 
leaO'ues 10 hiiflHie 71 u""/'I"". It \\"as :It this pia"!' in ollr \·oya~.· that we 
dis~o\"':'l'tl a Iligll 1:111.1, j'"1 \1" ('ould 1I0t di''''Tll if it was i,land or ",,"­
tilH'IIt. l\el"·lli ... I,·ss, lIT "lllwludl'(1 tiI"t ifit was the Illainlalld it would 
be jllillerl to ,\ew ~p:'III. Frolll 'L"'ill~ this laud, Y"lI sl""r \1""I''''llth­
\1''':1 lintr hundn·d alld I;,rly Jr.:I:!"'·S, to till r1"c:n"" latitude, wlll'n' ,hould 
be fOlllIi th .. Strait of .\uian. J II Ihi, Illanner thL')' will Ill"k,' tilt' SUllIe 
navi"atinll which I han' made, at least from Fricslanu til this pia"". 'I'I]1' 
disl;I~j<'C to be ':Jil"d, from :--:pain to tl", :--:11':111 of .\lJlall, IS one thousall!l 
seven 11II1lLired and ten leagues. . 

•. \Vhcn \1'(' wcnt out li'OJll tire :-;trait of Labrador, whJr'h was at the 
bE'O'iunill:!; of the month of JI:lr"h, \\'(' had much tIl sutler from the dark­
lle~s the ('nlel, aud t'·IIIPl'stS. Those 'vho. tlllnk thiS ,.'·a eall be entirely 
Ij'ozt:1I o\'('r are in all "ITor; lor, h)' reason Ilt lis extent, 01 the :;-fl'at ,:urrents 
wiliJ;h are in the slrait, and the hif(" wan's wlllch keep tlie sea continu­
ally in lIIotilfn, it canllot be frozen.; but on ~he ,lllll"" and III the places 
wiler" the sea is tranquIl, I thlllk It lIluy be trozen. , . 

"\V""'11 \I't' \I-"J'(' Oil our retul'Jl, in the month "l June, and III part of 
July, we had continual light, and the sun ne\'l'r descended below the 
h<>rizlllI, till Il'e \I'ere the second tilll" in the middle of the ~tralt of La":." 
dol'. Wllilst the StIll J'('lIIainl'ri contlIlll<~lly aJ,ow the hOflzon, the aIr ~as 
so \\'anll that we had to suffer as much Irom the heat as 1JI the holte, I time 
in ::ipaill. 
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"The strait which we discovered in 60 degrees north latitude appears 
to be that which from an ancient trauitioll, the cosmographers in their 
charts call the :-;(rait of Anian; and, if it is true that such a strait exists, 
it ought, lIer,'ssarily, to leave Asia on olle side, and "\merica 0!l the other. 
When we wcnt 01lt of the strait into the Great Sea, [the Pacific Ocean,] 
"'t' lIa,·io-ated alon a the coast of America more than one hundred leagues, 
havinG' ~ur prow t~ the south,\·est till we f~ltll1d ourseln:s in 55 degrees 
latitudc. We then left this coast, which we saw prolonged itself towards 
the south, and directed our prow to the Wl'q four. dap, at thirty leagues 
per day, and discovered a large land and gr('at cha~ns of mountaIns. We 
navigated along it, keeping at a dlstan?c, sometimes to the ~lortheast, 
sometimes to the northwest, and sometimes to the 1I01til, but 111 general 
to the northeast. \Ve could 1I0t know particular things of this coast, be­
calise we kept far off from the land. I can only affirm that ,the country 
is peopled, because in many places we saw men: and we Judged that 
these lands were the lands of the Tartars, or of Catay. At length, fol­
lowing this sallie coast, we again found ourselves in the Strait of Anian, 
from which we had gone fifteen days befi)re into the Great Sea, which 
we knew to be the South Sea, where lie the countries of Japan, China, 
the :\Inluccas, and :\elV (:uinea, with the discovery of Captain Quiros, 
and all the western coast of :\ew Sp:lin and Peru. 

"A t the mouth of the strait by which you enter the South Sea, on the 
American side, is a port capable of containing five hundred ships. The 
country is pleasant; the temperature agreeable; the cold of the winter 
not rigorous, though ill 5'.1 degrees north latitude, to judge by the kinds 
of fruits which were found. Here are very high tl"(,('S, some producing 
good fruits like to those ill Spain, and others ll(lt before known to us. 

"The strait has fifteen leagues of extent, in which it makes six turns 
or angles, and the two entrances are north and south from each other. 
The breadth of the northern entrance is less than half a quarter of a 
le~~ue. The southern entrance, which is near the port, is more than a 
quarter of a leagne in breadth; and in the middle is a great rock or islot, 
about two hundred paces in diameter, of a circular filrm, and of the height 
of three stades. The channel, (Ill olle side of this islot, is so shallow as 
to he n:l\·igahle only for boats; but the channel between the islot and the 
land of America, though not quite half a quarter of a lea"ue in breadth, 
has deep water for ships. The borders are low; and forts" might be built 
both. o~ the main land and on the islot, which "'(luld straiten the passage 
to. wnhlll musket shot. The passage might also be shut or locked up 
With a cham across, which with industry might be formed strong enough 
to stand against the currents. 

" It is difficult to know the entrance of the strait on the northern side, 
because the two s.hores interlock, reciprocally hiding each other. In fact, 
when we first arnved there, we were some days without perceiving it, al­
thou~h we .had already entered, being gnided by a good narrative of Juan 
Martmez, pilot-mayor, who was a l'''rtufili('se, a native of Algarva, a very 
ol~ man and of much experience. But I have taken marks by the moun­
tams, to enable me to make another navigation if I should have occasion. 

" In th.e port where we cast anchor, we lay from the begiuning of April 
to the middle o~ June. At this epoch, we saw come from the South Sea 
to enter the strait a great .ship of eight hundred tons, which made us take 
to our arms; but we recIprocally came to know each other as peaceable 
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\'uya~('rs. The sailors had the generosity to give us some of the mer­
ehalldi", of their cargo, which resembled the things which come to us 
from China, as brocades, silks, porcelain, and other effects of value, as 
preciolls stnlle~ and gold. Tlw,,, people appeared to us to be Moscovites, 
or Hanseatics; that is to say, those who make their residence in the Port 
of Saint Michael, [Hamburg.] They said they came frnm a large town, 
which was distant from the strait a little more than one hundred leagues, 
where they had left another vessel of their country. We could not ob­
tain much information from these people, because they spoke to us wIth 
little confidence and much circumspection; and, for that )"f'ClS()Il, we soon 
separated, and, having left them near the strait and in the :'i"rth ~ea, we 
took the route for Spain." 

The London 1.1Il:trt,·rly H,·\·i,·\\, f,'f (ktnber, l'illi, contains an exposi, 
tion of the nUtm'rlllls fabehoods and blundef5 contained in this N'III/ioll, 
and pronounces" the pn·lend,·,] H'ya:,;e of ,\bldllliado til I". the clumsy 
and audacious forgery of some ignorant (;"rlll"n, from the eircumstance 
offifteen lea;';lles t,; the d,,!;I'>'c being used in some of tilt' computations." 
The reviewer avows !Jis belll'f that ,\l:,jdoll:ul" did lltak" a voyage in the 
north Pal' iii,'" ahollt the end of the lfjth celltury', and that II>' Illar 1'''5'1, 
bly have reached Prince \\' i IIi:lIl1 's SUllIld of C, It ,k ',: Ild"I, either "f which 
might have IJe';\1 tlwn at first Illlst:Iii','1I tor a strait separatrng ,bla from 
America. 

c. 

[Extrrt,ctcd from Purch,l .... \ Pilgrim~, vol. iii, p:1':C HI9.·] 

",1 ; .... ,,1,· 'IIu/lli' b!lll/,', ,11;,-1""1/,,,,';". the f·I,f,r, I,,/,d,ill!! 1111 strait fJ srfl, 
e'lilll/I,I/d,/ '·f""·t! n, 11/11/ ,I"illll, ;11 thl! :Sul/th ,""'IIf. thmll'!'h tIl/' 1I0r/llIf"sl 

passoJd'e "rij' .Jl,'Itt IlIf·U!....:.·uilll. 

"\\'11l'1l I \\':1' at r/'/lire, in ,\pril, l;;~lfi, happily an/\"','l t1t('n~ an old 
I t 1"1\' "(' II" of'l"l' ,"IlI,'d COllllJlUlJlv JIIIIII tI, r,.,'((, but named 

l11an,:tJOIi :...:-.... i" ~.-,",.- ,. ", l' f 
properly ,I}IIISIIIIIIS I '"I,'rillill/s, 01 n:ltt,'n a (,re('k, born .1I,1 ''''PJIfJ Onlll" 0 

rnkssioll a IIIariner, and an anClI'llt I'ti"t ot ships. II'IS man, beI~g 
p I I I f "p~ill ani\',·,l first at /"',,"orll and \\'''Ilt tlW\lce to F,,,, 
COllII' ate y oil 0 '" u ,. ' -, ' 'I:' 

I ' h "oulld Oil" John DOII"l:Is an LIl~II,llIlIall", ,1I11OJ'h \IIar-
1'1'/1('(', \V H'lL' e" c - " " • " • I,' 01 d 
, ly COITII'IIO' I; 'f I "'II in· to be l,ti"t 01 a \ elletla,n slap I"r .. ,II~ an , lller real ",' .., d J I IJ , :1 . company they came h"tll tt)¥l'tiIer to J PI/lf·t'. ..n 0 III ou-
Ilil \\ bln~... ainted with II\(' LeI;,r!'. he c;:J\'l' me knowled~t? of thIS 
"a' eIllg acqu. 1 - d' I I II and> IIli'r 
{lIT('k pilot amlhrouc;ltl hilll til Illy Spl'("> I: au III 'H,I:: a i~' d'" '~d' 
, . b tw:en W' in presence of John \lUll"!,", thiS l,n'eli pilot eel:'1( , 
~IJrI e. and S )'lllisll hll"I\:I"l" thus much III ('lk·t as folln" dh . 
Ill,~hl:-~i::t':I:;::, said"{hat he il;ul ":"11' in the WI',t llldw' of ~l'a:IJ.,~ortr. 

d h ' d aI'led tn and fi'om many pia"", thereof, III the ,en Ice 01 years, an ,\ s 
ilt" Sl'alliarlis. 

- - .1 . d the letters au~', howe\'er~ given 111 their 
• The !nlhn!!r:1phr of the En~l; .... h is mouecOlZC j 

original ~i,aUl.:Jl.1ta·llUD lingttajraMa. 
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"Also he said that he was in the Spanish ship which, in returning 
from the'Islands Philippinas, towards Nova Spani.a, was robbed and taken 
at the Cl/,J~ California by Captain Candish, Enghshman, whereby he lost 
sixty thousand ducats of his own goods. ., .. 

" ,-\'iso, he said that he was pilot of three small ShIpS, whIch the' Iceroy 
of Jlr.ri("() sent from ,lie.rim, armed with one hundred men, under a cap. 
tain, Spaniards, to di~co,:er the , .... ·tn!i!,; of A:,iall, along the coast of the 
Soutit ,<"'rn, and to fortify m that strait, to resist the passage and proceed­
ings of the English nation, which were feared to pass. throu~h those 
straits into the ,"0 II tI, 8('(( ; and that, by reason of a mutiny which hap. 
pened among the sbldiers for the misconduct of ~h('ir captain, that voya~e 
was o\'erthrowll, and the shIp returned from f. fI/!/Ol"lllfl to f!1ova Spama, 
without any thillS" done in that voyage; and that, after theIr return, the 
captain was at ,1krico punished by justice. . 

" Also, he said that shortly after the saId voyage was so III ended, the 
said Viceroy of Jle.rif'o sent him out again in 15~2, with a small caravel 
and a pinnace, armed with mariners only, to follow the said voyage for the 
disr'rn'ery of the ''''·/mits of AI/ial/, and the passage there'lf into the sea, 
which they call the .\'orth 8NI. which is our northwest sea; and that he 
followed his course in that v()ya~e, west and northwest in the South Sea, 
all along the coast of Xflcrt is )(Illirt, and Otlifomirl. and the Indies, now 
called North .III/f'/"im, (all which voyage he signified to me in a great 
map, and a sea card lit' mine own, which I laid bpfore him,) until he came 
to the latitude of 47 degrees; and that there finding that the land trended 
north and northeast, with a broad inlet of sea, bet\\'een 47 and 48 degrees 
of latitude, he entered thereinto, sailing therein more than twenty days, 
and fimnd that land trending still sometime northwest and northeast, and 
north, and also east and southeastward, and very much broader sea than 

• was at the said entrance, and that he passed by di\'('rs islands in that sail­
ing; and that at the entrance of this said strait, there is, on the northwest 
coast thereof, a ~reat headbnd or i:;land, with an exceeding high pinnacle, 
or spired rock, like a pillar thereupon. 

" A Iso, he said that he went on land in divers places, and that he saw 
some people on land clad in beasts' skins; and that the land is very fmit­
ful, and rirh of gold, silver, pearls, and other things, likp Nova 8panirt. 

<- And also, he said that he being entered thus far into the said strait, 
and being come into the Xorth Sea already, and finding the sea wide 
enough everywhere, and to be about thirty or forty leagues wide in the 
mouth of th~ straits, where he entered, he thought he had now well 
discharged hiS office; and that not being armecl to resist the force of the 
savage people, that Illight happen. he therefore set sail and returned home-

d . d \' • ' war s agam towar s 1 O/"ll ,')pI/lli((; where he arri"ed at Acapulco anno 
1.'i.\U, hoping to be rewarded by the Yiceroy for this service done 'in the 
said voyage. 

<, ,-\.Iso-,. he said that after co~ing to JTa.rir:o, he was greatly welcomed 
by the "\ lecroy, and had ,Promises .of great. reward; bnt that having sued 
there two years, and obtallled. not~ln,g to hIS content, the Yiceroy told him 
that h~ shou~d be rewarded III ~p3.111, of th~ King himself, very greatly, 
an~ WIlled hlm.therefore to go to Spam; wluch voyage he did perform . 

. Also, he ~~ud, that when he was come into Spain, he was welcomed 
there at th(l Kmg s court; but after long suit there also, he could not get 
any reward there to his content; and, therefore, at length he stole away 
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out of .Spain, and came into Italy, to go home again and live among his 
own kmdred and countrymen, he being very old. 

" Also, he said that he thought the cause of his ill reward had of the 
Sp~Ulards, to be fo~ that they did understand very well that the English 
natIOn had now given over all their voyages fnr discovery of the north­
west. passage; wherefore they need not fear them any more to rome that 
way mto the South ,';'m, and, therefore, they needed not his service therein 
any more. 

"Also, he said that, understanding the noble mind of the Queen of 
England, and of her wars against the SpalJiard" and li"pillC( that her 
Majesty would do him justice j(,r his ;'")(\S lost hy (';'ptailJ C':lllflISh, he 
would be con~ent to go into England, and serve her "Ltje.·st)" in that voy­
age ~or the discovery perfectly of the northwest pa"ag" into thE' ,""'outh 
Sea, If she would furnish him with only one ship of ji'rty' tons burden 
and a pinnace; and that he would perform it in thirty days til"", from one 
end to the other of the strait; and he willed me so to write to EII",hnd. 

"And upon conference had twice with the said (;1'<.,." I'lIot, I did write 
thereof accordingly to Enghmd, unto the right 1"'''''1'"1,,,· tl". ,dd Lord 
Treasurer Cf!"il, and to Sir Walter It,d,·j,,,I,, and to '1bst"r RIChard Hak­
luyt, that famous cosmographer, certifying them hereof .\1,,1 I PL'y ... ,1 
them to disburse olle hUlldred !,"llllds, to bring till' said (;n"'" pJ/"t Illtn 
England with myself, for that my IIWtl l'"fSI' wOllld lIot strl't.-/I so wid., at 
that time. And I had auswer that this action Was well liked, and greatly 
desired in England; but the money was lIot n'ad)", am! there/l)re this 
action died at that time, though the said (;1'",,1, pilot perchance liveth still 
in his own country, ill ('I"/,/"dllll;", towards wllirh place he went within 
a fortnight after this conference 1I<,d at 1/,,;,,/,. '. _ . 

"Alld in the mean timc, ",hil,' I Ii >!lowl'd my "Wll buslIJess 111 I, /liN, 

being in a lawsuit against the (">II1I"'IIY of merchants lit' Tllrk,,!,, 10 re­
cover my pension due for bping 1""1 r I'lIlIsul at .1;'1'/"" whit' II tI~ey held 
from me wronO'fullv - and when I was in readllless til mturn til f,lIc:la"d, 
I thouo-ht I sh~uld- be able of Illy own pm.s" to tal(e wllh me tl,,· said 
Grepk "pilot; and, thereiore, I wrote until him Ii-om I', lIi,'~ a letter, dated 
July, 1596, which is copied here under: 

• "At 1I1,l"'" Sior"r Olpi!111I Juan de F~tca, Piloto de II/dirt, am~!Jo mW 
.~.,. char"'" en ZifalO1lia. 

"Muy HONRADO SENNOR: Siendo yo para buelverme en 11l!.;latl,·rra den­
tre de pocas meze~, y. accuerdandome de 10 trattado entre Illy Y, \ .. :'11. en 
Venesia sobre el VJaglO de las Indlas, me ha /,an·"'ld .. bICn de S< rt\ tr est;a 
carta a V. M. para que se tengais animo de all dar con nllgo, puedals eSCrl-

• To tM Magnificent Cnp/ain Juan de F'rtul, /~I"I of the /",1"-,, my ",os!. dear frinul ill CqJIw· 
"'nW. 

MOST HONORED SIR: Bl'illa' about to relnrn t~ Eoglan~ ~n,a f~w :~n~~~tJ~:1n~';~~·:I;'r~I~~~ 
hal as..'ied b~lwpen Y(lil alld myself at Vl'nllt' respeclln~ ,he oy... t" 'on c~n write 

:hougl~1 proper to Wrtt~ you Ihls leut'r, so lhyut I'm Y'a'u, ~!nV~ ~:v'~~:7/.II!~r" ~~h~h'd English yes-
d d' cllv how we are 10 arrall~e. ou ... h f M 

mc wor. Ire Z Ie (,i' ou shuutd find no beller 0rp0rlUniIT.) dJl't'cled 10 I e care.o r. 
sel, whH.:Hh IS k~1 BRan' EoJlsh merchoOi Saint Thomas screet, YCUlce. God preserve} ou, Sir. Eleaze r yc man, to I 

Your fneod, MICHAEL LOCK, of Engiall4. 

VENICE, .JuJyi, 1596. 
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binne presto en que maniera quereis consersaros. "X puedais. embia1'lI~i 
vuestra carta can esta nao Ingles, que sta al Zante (Sll1<l hallals otfa COl­

untura meior) can el sobrescritto que diga en cas a del Sennor Eleazar 
Hycman mercader In ales, al tragetto de San 'romas en Venisia. Y Dios 
guarde l~ persona de b V. M. Fecha en Venesia al primer dia de Julio, 
1596 annos. 

"Amigo de V. M., 
"MICR1EL LOCK, Ingles. 

"And I sent the said letter from Venice to Zante in the ship Cherubin; 
and shortly after I sent a copy thereof in the ship Minion; and also a third 
copy thereof by IIlanea Orlando, patr~Jll de nave Vl'lIetian. ~nd unto my 
said letters he wrote me answer to Velllce by one letter, whIch came not 
to my hands; and also by another letter, which came to my hands; which 
is copied here under: 

• ".·11 Illmo. ,''''i!,{'' lIli"I,((d Lwl;, 11I!,{les, in casa del 8i :.;"r Lasaro, merea· 
rifT III!.{les, al tragetto de San Tomas en rl'ltesia. 

"Muy ILLUSTRE SlGon : La carta de V. M. recevi a 20 dias del mese 
di Settembre, par loqual veo loche V. M. me manda. 10 tengho animo de 
complir loche tengo promettido a V. 1\1. Y no solo yo, mas tengo vinte hom­
bres para lievar can migo, porche son hombres vaglientes; y assi estoi 
esperando par otra carta che avise a V. 1\1. parache me embiais los dinieros 
che tengo escritto a V. M. Porche bien save V. M. como io vine pover, 
porque me glievo Captain Candis mas de sessenta mille ducados, como 
V. M. bien save; embiandome 10 dicho, ire a servir a V. M. con todos mis 
compagneros. I no spero otra cosa mas de la voluntad e carta de V. M. 
can tanto nostro Sig,r. Dios guarda la illustre persona de V. M. muchos 
annos. De Ceffalonia a 24 de Settembre del 1596. 

"Amigo y servitor de V. M., 
"JUAN FUCA. 

"And the said letter came into my hands in Venice, the 16th day of 
November, 1596; but my lawsuit with the company of Turkey was not 
ended, by reason of Sir John Spenser's suit, made in England at the 
Queen's co~rt to the contrary, seeking only to have his money dis­
charged, whIch I had attached in Venice for my said pension, and thereby 
my own purse was not yet ready for the Greek pilot. 

"And, nevertheless, hoping that my said suit would have shortly a good 

• To tire Illustrious Micitael Lock, En~lishman, at Ihe house of .'Wr. Lazaro, English mercitant, i,. 
Saint 7~homas street, Venice. 

Mn'T II.LUSTRIOUS SIR: Your Iptler was receiverl by mp on the 20th of September, by which I 
am mformt"d tlf what yon C(Jffimllntcate. I have a mind to comply with my promise to YOu; 
and have '::'t only my.elf, hUI Iweoty men, (brave men, too,) whom I can carry with me; so, I 
am wa"lD~ for another letter trom you, ahout tbe money whIch I askpd you to send me For 
tOU Hnow wl'lI, Mf, ~(lW I beC'am~ poor, in consequence of Captain CaDllish's having take~ 
r~lf me more lhan sIxty IholJ'and ducats, as you klll'W. If ynu Will send me what I asked I ili' tgo WII~ you, os well as all my companions I expect no more flom your kindness or fr~m 

e enor 0 your leiter. Goo pre,erve ynu, most illustrious sir, for many years. ' 
Your (neBd and servant, 

CEPHAL ~I.\, September 24, 1596. JUAN FUCA. 
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end, I wrote another letter to this Greek pilot from Yenice, dated the 20th 
of November, 1;";96. which carne not to his hands; and, also, another letter, 
dated the ~!th of January, 1596, which came to his hands. And thereof 
he wrote me answer, dated the 28th of May, 1.';~)i, which I recei,'ed the 
~st of Allqust, 1597, by ThOl1l3S Norden, an English merchant, yet living 
m London, wherein he promised still to go with me unto EIllil;lllll, to 
perform the said voyage for discovery of the northwest pass[lg-t? "Into th~ 
South Sea, if I would send him money for his charges, according to his 
former writing, without which money he said he could not gn, for that as 
he was undone Htt!'rl)' when he was in the ship Santa Allna~ which came 
from China, and was robbed at Califrlfnia. And yd a!!ain afterward I 
wrote him another letter from Venice, whereunto he wrott' me answer hy 
a letter written in his (;rf'f'k I all:Sll:llit', dated the :2llth of 1)"(,,1)1'1',1,,'.1,";, 
the whit'h I have still by me, wherr:lIl he promiseth still to go with me 
into England, and perform the said voyage of disr;ow'fY of Ih" northwest 
passage into the South Sea by the said straits, which he calleth the Strait 
of Nova Spallia, which he saith is but thirty days' ,'liP:;" in the str.1its, if 
I will send him the money frlfmerly written for his ,'h"r,,"s; the which 
money I (,lIllld not yet send him, for that I had not yl'! [P"OI"'rt"! Il'Y pen" 
sion owinS" me by the ('11"'1';'11)' of Tmk,,)" ali,rt',;,it!, and so, tIt IOlit; time, 
I staid any further I'rtw",'din,!! with him in this matter. 

"And y"t, lastly, when I myself was at Z;,ntl' in the monlh I)f J,"lf', 
1602, mindi"li to pass from thence for En!!la".'! ,by "I'a, for that I had then 
recovered a Illtl .. mOlley from the company 01 I urli"r, by an ortkr 01 the 
Lords of the Privy Council of 1':Il~lal"l, I wrote anoll, .. r letter til this 
Greek pilot 10 Cephalonia, alit! rt'II"lrl'd hill, III come tn 1111' Ill. Zantl', and 
go with lJIl' into ElIgland, bllt I had no answer Ilwrt',,1 from hml; for that, 
as I heard afterward at Z'lIll", he was then dead, or very lIkely 10 die of 
great "ielult'ss. WIoI'n'lIl'"ll, 1 retllfllClI IIlrs,'lf b~ S('J from ~ante In 
Venire, aml from thew'" I went by lallll through f rance I~'tll EI.I!~land, 
where I arrived at ('llI'Isl11laS, anno I h()'~; safely, I thank (."J, alln my 
absence from thence ten years' time, with great Irllll "ks had for the l'IHIl­
pally of Turkey's business, "~hich hath cos,~ me a great swn of money, 
for the which I am not yet satlsfied III them. 

D. 

OCCURRENCES AT NOOTKA S(lU:\'V I:\' 17:-'\) A:\'D 179:2. 

(1.) 

. 'n of a Zettel' (rom Don J. F. de la Rorft'o;a y <././/l/rI",. the ""1',,/1-
TI.n;IS1f/11 II {" t at' 'YIJIJI!.-" SIJII/"I to (''''[if"ills Gray and ill'!m/I'IIIt, 

'l,Sfl rOt/II/ifill( ( I,ll , r' d 1 r ';' ,r 

I
, t'le '\II/,,/,i"I/1/ merchant I','ssds Columbia an ",, /IIL/I)/I, 

COIIIllUlIlf lJI!.!' II -

tlll'I/ /!/ill~ ill that harbor. 
NOOTK.~, August ~, 17\1:2. 

I order to satisfy the Court of EnglJnd~ as i~ just, for the i~jU2" da.:-
n d . atioll which it conrelves Ilsell to have sustame _at t IS 

ages',an h~lS~7r 1789, I have to reguest of yo\~, gentlemen, the lal-o[ ~ 
po;t III t YWI'th that sincerity which dlstlllgUlshes you, and whIch IS 
Inlorm me, 
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conformable with tmth and honor, w~ere~ore Don Es~eban Jose Martinez 
seized the vessels of Col nett, the Iphlgema and the Northwest AIT~('nra? 
What establishment or building did lVIr. Meare~ have, on the aITIval of 
the Spaniards? ~hat territo~ies a~e those which h~ says that he. pur­
chased from Maqmnna, Yuqmmarrt, or any other chief o~ these tribes? 
With what objects were the crew of the :"Iorthwest America transfe~ed 
to the Columbia; and were ninety-six skin.s place~ on board that S~lp? 
Finally, what was the whole amount of skills caITIed by you to Chma, 
and to w hom did they belong 1'-

Your JUost obedient and assured servant, 
JUAN FRANCISCO DE LA BODEGA Y QUADRA. 

To Captains ROBERT GRAY and JOSEPH INU1UIIAM. 

(2.) 

Reply to tlte preceding letter.t 

NOOTKA SOUND, August 3,1792. 
SIll.: Your esteemed favor was handed to us yesterday, requesting from 

us information relative to the transactions between the English and Span­
iards in this sound in the year 1789, which we will do with great pleas­
ure, and impartially, as you request. 

On the 5th of May, 17tl9, when Don Estevan Jose Martinez arrived in 
Friendly Cove, he found riding at anchor there the lphigenia only; the 
ship Columbia being at Mahwhinna, five miles up the sound. The sloop 
Washington and l\orthwest America (schooner) were on a cruise. This 
information is necessary in order to regulate the sequel of the present. After 
the usual ceremonies of meeting were over, Don }lartinez requested the 
papers of each vessel, and demanded why they were at anchor in Nootka 
Sound, alleging it belonged to his Catholic r.lajesty. Captain Viana, 
who passed as commander of the lphigenia, answered, they had put in, 
being in distress, having but little provisions, and in great want of every 
necessary, such as cables, anchors, rigging, sails, &c.; that they were in 
daily expectation of the arrival of Captain Meares from Macao to supply 
!hem, when they should depart.t Captain Meares was expected to return 
m the same vessel he sailed in from hence in the year 1788, which was 
u~der the Portuguese colors, and had a Portuguese captain on board; 
this vessel with the Iphigenia were said to belong to one Cravalia, or Ca­
vallo, a merchant of Macao, in whose name the Iphigenia's papers were 
made out. Seeing the Iphigenia was in such want, Don Martinez gave 
them a temporary aSSistance, by supplying them with such articles as they 
were most m want, till the vessel before mentioned should arrive. At this 

• Tbe original letter is atlached to the Journal of Captain Ingraham which is now in Ihe of-
fice of lhe Secletary of SLale, at WAshington. ' 

t CopIed f.rom Iograham's Journal. This leILer is now for the first lime published. AD incor­
rect ,yo?ps,., of 'I. may be found 10 the Journal 01 Vancouver's Voyage, vol. i, p.."e 389. S()IDe 
of the ''',crepancles b~tween wh,ch aort the letter wtll be here lOdl"ared by the not"". * Vancouver renders thLs paSBal(e as follow", "Captain Viana, of the Ponugue.se Yessel, m­
swe:,~J, t~al he had PUI In there Ln distre,s, to awall the arrival of Captam Meares from Ma.­
cao, ornLttmg,.,,:" he does throug~out hLs synopSIs, all the parliculars calculated to ,how lbe 
mISerable conliUl(lIl of the IphLgeD,a,and lhe eIlenl of the assislance afforded by the 8panlardIJ. 
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time there was not the least susyicion of any misunderstanding or disturb­
ance among us, as Don Martll1ez was apparently satisfied with the an­
swers each vessel had given to his request. 
~owever, on the 10th of May, the San Carlos, Captain Arrow, [Haro,] 

amved. The same day the American officers came to {'(I'lO!, or Friendly 
Cove, to welcome them in, and the next morning, the 11th of ~ray, Don 
Martll1ez captured the Iphigenia, and his reason, as we understood was 
that,.in t~eir ~ortuguese ,instructions, they had orders t,) captur~ ""Y 
English, ~pamsh, or RUSSian subjects they met on the northwest cna"t 
of America. This, at the time, seemed improbable, as she was a vessel 
of small force, and it was afterwards found to have been a mistake ow­
ing to their want of a perfect knowledge of the Portuguese lang{wze. 
However, after the vessel was taken, the officers and seamen Were di­
vided, some on board the Prille",a, and some on board the Sall (':\I'los, 
where they were treated with all imaginable kindness and ,,,'cry attention 
paid them. 

~' On the :~ Ith of May the abovementioned mistake being discovered. the 
Iphigenia was returned :l'(ain and the Portu!!,lIf'Sf: tial[ hoisted on 1.nard 
her; the same day, Captain Dom"as, with th" l'ortllC!'lI'SP captain and "'" 
men, repaired on board, The I rilic:pnia, whIle in possession "f the ~I' • 
iards, from IJPill~ a wn'rk was put in """'pletp order for Sl'a, bein!! ",ilk,''', 
rigO'in" and sails repaired, anchors and ""hi,·, sent In)lI' th .. "fln"f'''', ,\:"" 
On

o th~ ~Iith Don Martinez supplied them with p\'I'ry kind "I' pronsions 
they were ltl need of, till' whi,'h Captaill I ),,"!!I:h C:;\I'" him hills "II ('n­

vallia, the beioremcntiOlH'I\ Ill(,l"'hant of .\\al'ao, Un the :ll st thf' Iphl­
genia sailed, and was "dnt"d by the ~palli,11 fort; and tl ... commodore ar­
companied them out of the harbor, gil'in!! f:I'f'ry a""talll'(' with boals, ,\: ,', 
When Captain Douglas took his I('a\'!' of the rommodore, Ill' decl~rl'd ~e 
should ever entertain a S('nSf' of Don .\larlinl'z's kindness, dCf'JllIlll[ IllS 

conduct relative to the I'c,,('1 no morl' than his dllty as a king's "lli,"'r. 
Upon the whole, we hoth 1",licI'f' II,.. Iphigenia's bei~l~ ,,\.-t:lineti was. ,j 
infiniv' service to 111<,,(' who \\'cr<' ('n''''f'rned III her, 1IIlS lIlusl be I'hlfl 
to everyone who will consider thl' situation of the I'f'ssf:1 wlll'n tllP l'nll­
cesa arrived and the advanlages reaped 1,..11" the SUPP"f" and as,I,I,,",'" 
of the Spaniards. The (\!'!('ntion, if it may Ill' call1'd so, could I", no ,j,t 
riment; for, had nothing taken piare', she must ha,:e l't''''~l1l ... d tll'll months 
longer at least, having, as has already been mentIOned, put mto port, I,,~­
, 'd' tress' "I' ('nllrS(' they could not hal'<' Sailed ull supplies arnw'd, lng In IS, ' , ' , , I ,I b', 

h
' h t tl'll 1,.1\' as WIll appear In the 'l'llie , w lereas, elll~ w IC was IIIl " , ,. , , " " 

I fi d bove mentioned she sailed on Ihe rlla,t nortl"I.ufl "I 
ear y tte as a' II d 
N k 

'" d alld there beinO' no olher vessel there, they co eete up-
oot a ",oun , 0 'b f1 wards of seven hundred st'a-otter skins; which has een o ,ten r"I,p:"'lIt' 

ed to us b Captain I ),llu,las and his officers, after our arnvalm t hilla, 
T ' ~uffice for the transactions relative to the 11'11I~"llja. Before 

C
hiS ~aYD I aI'led he gave Don Estevan :\Iartllll'Z a letter te, ,"r, 
aptam oug as s , ' II' h' fr ( " 

F terof the schooner l'\llrtl"I',',t ;\lllCrl<'a, te Illg lID, om. ,.p-
unter, mas 

, h 11 that i' said by Vancouver is: "The Y",,"-<el and c~rgo 
• 0f. the whole of thl~ paragrap liead the Iph~genia's wants from th~ PrlD(t'-.a, en~bJtn,g t,cf, 

were 'Iberated, aod MartlOez supp °thout walliog for the return 01 ;\1.r. ~Ieare~. 1 he l' x­
by so tioing,_ to proseeute her voy~e e;Io. was reduced on her arrival at :,,~otfi:3, tIlL' seven ban­
tremity ot dlSlre".to wh.ch the I\'; g d anta es derived by ber ownc., [r"w the sUPI,lle' Cur­
dred sea,o.ter skIDS, and tbe 'd'a:.t,r :r: carefully kept out of sight. 
nished by the Span "b cornman 

16 
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tain Meares not an-iving at the apPo,inted time, there was 7r~t reason to 

fear the vessel he sailed from Nootk~ m had nev~r reached Chma, (she be. 

ing in bad condition when ~he sailed fr?m this place;) therefore, as he, 

Mr, Funter, must, on his an-Ivai, be destItute of, e\'ery nec~ssary, he w~s 

at liberty to ('onduct as he thought most condUCive to the mterests of his 

employers, We shall make m~ntion of this v~ssel again hereafter, 

Interim, we observe your Wish to be acquam~ed wha~ house or estab­

lishment 7IIr. :\leures had at the time the Spamards arnved here? We 

answer in a word-Hone, On the arrival of the Oolumbia in the year 

17";8, there was a house, or rather a hut, consisting of rough posts 

e<H'ered \\'ith boards made by the Indians; but this Captain Douglas 

!'HUed to pieces prior to his sailing for the Sandwich Islands the same 

year, The boards he took on board the Iphigenia, and the roof he gave 

to Captain Kendrick, which w,as cut up and used as firewo?d on board the 

Columhia; so that, on the arnval of Don Estevan J. Martmez, there was 

no vestige of any house remaining. As to the land Mr. Meares said he 

purchased of l\Iaquinna or any other chief, we cannot say further than 

we never heard of any; although we remained among these people nine 

months, and could converse with them perfectly well. Besides this, we 

have asked ~laquinna and other chiefs, since our late an-ivaI, if Captain 

Meares ever purchased any land in Nootka Sound; they answered-no, 

that Captain Kendrick was the only man to whom they had ever sold 

any land. 
On the 8th of June the schooner Northwest America arrived, and the 

next day the Spaniards took possession of her. Don E, J. Martinez had 

an account taken of the property on board, particularly of the skins, 

which he said should be given to the officers and seamen, that they 

might be sure of their wages. On the 16th of June the sloop Princess 

Royal an-ived from Macao, commanded by Thomas Hudson; this vessel 

brought account~ of the safe an-ivai of Captain Meares, and that Captain 

Colnett was commg on the coast, commodore of the English trading.ves· 

sds from :'Iacao, for the ensuing season, in a snow named the ArO'onaut. 

J\Ir. Hudson likewise brought accounts of the failure of Juan C~avallia 

&- Co., merchants of Macao before mentioned. 'Yhat right the commo­

dore had to detall~ t~e Northwest America before, it is not for us to say; 

b~lt he ,always said It was, an agre~ment* between Captain Douglas and 

hlmseit; but, after the arnval of thIS vessel with the above news he held 

her as security for the bills of exchange drawn on said Cravallia & Co. 

in favor of his Cat~olic Majesty: t~is we have heard him say. On the 

2d of July the Pnncess Royal sailed out of the port, having, to our 

kno:vledge, be~n treat~d by the commodore and his officers with every 

poSSible attentIOn, which Captain Hudson himself seemed conscIous of 

and lVateful for. Pri,or to this vess~l's , sailing, the commodore gave to 

Mr. F ul'I:tert all the skillS he brought Ill, III the Northwest Amerioa, which 

were shipped on board the ,sloop Princess Royal by Mr. Funter, for his 

own ,account. In the evenmg of the 2d a sail was descried from the 

Spamsh fort; we were among the first that went out to meet them' it 

proved ~o be th~ Argonaut, Captain Colnett, before mentioned. The 

transactIOns of thIS vessel were such, that we can give the sense of them 

• Of this supposed a~Teement V lUlCOtlVer says nothing 
t Nolhmg oflhis in 'Vancouver's synopsis. ' 
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in a f~w words, that m~y answer every purpose of the particulars, many 
of whl~h are not ImmedIately to the point, or tending to what we suppose 
you Wish to know. 

It seems Captain :\Ie~trr', with some other Englishmen at :\I~:lC~lJl, had 
concluded to erect a fort ami settle a colony in :'Iootka Sound; fi'om 
what anthorIty we cannot s.ay. Howl;\'I~r, on the arrival of the Argonaut, 
we heard CaptaIn Colnett mform the Spanish commodore he had come 
for that purpose, and til hoist the British flag, take formal possession, .tc. 
To which the commodore answered, he had taken pnssc",inn already in 
the name of his Catll"li~ .\Lljesty; on which, Captain Colnett asked ifhe 
w?uld .be pr~vented from bllilding a house in the port. The commodore, 
mistakIng hiS meaning, answered him, he was at liberty to erect a kIlt, 
get wood and water, &~., after which he was at liberty to depart when he 
pleased; but Captain ('"hll'lt said that was not what he wanted. but tn 
build a block-house, ('!'I'I·t a fort, and settle a colony for the Crl)\\-ll of 
Great Britain_ Don Est"I'an l"s!> .\l:Jrtinez answered /III; that, in doing 
that, he should violate the orders of his Kin!?, run a risk "f losin!!' his 
commission, and, not only that, but it would I .. , relinquishing the Span­
iards' claim to the coast; besides, Don .\larlinez observed, the vessels did 
not belong to the King, nor was he intrusted with powers til transact 
such public business. t iii whieh, Captain Cnlnett answered, he was a 
King's officer; but Don Eslevan replied, his beinC( in the navy was of no 
consequence in the bllSil)l'.". . In conversim; on the subjI'I'I, ati,'r the 
arrival of the vessel in port, it ,,'I'IIIS t 'aplain ('"IJII'lt insulted the com­
modore by threatening hilll, and drew his sword ill the Pri 1l1'I'S~ 's cahlIl ; 
011 which Don Martinez ordered th,' vl'"d to be Sf'lzed. \\ I' dId not see 
hint draw Ilis sword, but I\','rl' infi'f11Ie'd of the circumstance by those 
whose veracity we had no re,,""l1 to doubt. .\ ti"r ~('izill!< the .\ rgonaut, 
the sloop Print'!''' Royal arrived a SCI'Ollil time; and, as she belnll~,'(l to 
the same company, the ('''11 II 1I,,<I .. ro , to .. k POssl'sslon of her also. "It.ll re­
spect to the treatment of the prisollers, altllOlI!,jh 11'(' h"I'" nnt pefllS(,I\ ." r. 
Meares's publication, WI' I'ro'sume nOlle of th"1ll Will be backward III con­
fessing that Don E. l . . ~l:trtll)l'Z alw~lp treated them wrr kmdly, and all 
his officers c"nslstent With the dwract,'r of gentlemen. 

Having acquainted you with the' principal part of the j,nsilll'ss, a!::ree­
able to request, one thillC( remallls to ans\\'I'r--:-whlc~ IS, of th~ captmn, of­
ficers and s"allll'n "I' tl)(' Northwl"t .\11)1'[11':1. ) 011 ask )fwe eanll'd 
them't .. (:llina? \V" did, and with them one_hundred Sl'a-"t~l:r SkillS, 
the value of which we .iudge, illl!Ppendl'nt of trelght, ":aS .""' 1,:-', ,); Ihes" 
wer<' delivered to ,\11'. ,'\eares. and In're, we SIIPp'l>l', hiS I'ro l,,'rty. We 
. I h pe sir when thill'7s are represented WIth truth, II wlil rescue 

sincere yo" , ~ I h h 
our friend Don Estevan J, .\\arlinez from ce.nsure; at east, t at e ~ay 
not be deemed an impostor and a pirate, whICh many, from only hearm~ 

.t f tile story supposed he was, As to the treatment of the Amen­
one palo, 'fi d' . d t h hos cans b Don Estcvan, we han' en'r t:'stJ e It 111 terms ue 0 sue -
pitalitl, and an' happy again to 1I,I\'e It III our power to do what we deem 

- - " ,,,in" the firsl pe"oo as if copying tbe words of Ihe Amerj., ... 
• Vancouver here w~tle If' ~ I on tbUi suhject a .. we were jnformed, (say tht'''e ~l>Dlle­

(!aptain,s: II In cQ~~en;atlo~.a t~d~;;~ this lrIlD!'iIlCLi~J some dispute arose in Lbf. Print e--.~'~ 
me~l) tor web ~\'I ~)I~ot~£~~~~~~z ordered th{' AI ~lIll;lUI to be seiz.ed. Soon aft~r UIlS l~e Pr~ 
cabin; on w ,r, d:~ 1< The TUmo' thai" C,.I,,<l1 ,1J$1I.lIe4 i4e ~"'( by IAreD/c'tI,g" ..... 
cess Royal .returne " ~.p' , --""" " being omiued, 
61ut drew'\ .. sword ",Ih, nllCUl'S ....... ' 
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. f t his conduct. While speaking of others of your nation, we can 
JUs Iceb 0 .nd"ul of you· your kind reception and treatment of us has 
never e unmI 11 , • d h ·n 
made an impression that will not be eaSIly' erased; an we ope you WI 

b . ·nd how very sincerely we are Sir, your most humble servants, 
ear III mI , ROBERT GRAY, 

JOSEPH I;\,GRAHAM. 
To Don JUA.:-I FRANCISCO DE LA BODEGA Y QUADRA. 

E. 
RESPECTING THE SUPPOSED SETTLEMENT OF BOUNDARIES BETWEEN 

THE FRENCH AND BRITISH POSSESSIONS IN AMERICA, AGREEABLY TO 
THE PROVISIONS TO THAT EFFECT 1:-1 THE TREATY OF UTRECHT. 
(SEE PAGE 150.) 

No allusion to the settlement of boundaries between the British and 
French possessions in America, agreeably to t~e tenth article o~the .treaty 
concluded at Utrecht in 1714, or to the appomtment of commIssafies for 
that purpose, has bee~ found in any of the following.work~, which have 
been all carefully examined with reference to the subject, VIZ: 

Corps Diplomatique, by Dumont; Collection de Traites, by Martens; Col­
lections of British Treaties, by Wilkinson and Hertslet; Actes, Memoires, 
&c., concernant la Paix d'Utrecht; Actes, Negociations, &c., depuis la Paix 
d'Utrecht, by Rousset; Memoires des Commissaires Anglais et Fran~ais, 
&c., published in 1754; Collection des Edits, Ordonnances,&c., concern­
ant Ie Canada; Histoire de la Louisiane, by Dupratz; Histoire de la Louis­
iane, by MarboIs; Memoire sur la Louisiane, by Dumont; Memoire sur 
la Louisiane, by Vergennes; Histoire des lndes, &c., by Raynal; the 
Encyclopedie Methodique; Histories of England, by Smollett, Belsham, 
Lord Mahon, and Wade; Parliamentary History of England; History of 
the British Empire in America, by Wynne; History of Hudson's Bay, by 
Dobbs; Boyer'S Political State-the volume for 1721 contains memoirs of 
Louisiana, and a map of that country; American Traveller, by Cluny; 
the large historical and geographical atlas by Mitchell and Senex, pub­
lished at London in 1721, containing particular accounts and maps of the 
British and the French possessions in America; Civil and Natural History 
of the French Dominions in America, by Jeffries-a comprehensive work, 
containing numerous maps, published in 1760; American atlas, by Jef­
fries, published in 1778; Alcedo's Dictionary of America; map of North 
Americ~, (the larges~ and most beautiful eve~ published,) by Henry Pop­
ple, whIch appeared III 1738, under the auspices of the Colonial Depart­
ment of Great Britain; map of America, published in 1794 from the ma­
terials of Governor Pownal ;--or in any other works or maps which could 
~e considered as authorities on the subject, except those now to be men­
tIoned. 

~harlevoix, in. his ~istoire de la Nouvelle France,. says that commis­
S3fles were appotnted In 1719 by the Governments of Great Britain and 

• Alluding to di"p'utes between ,the British and the Indians in Novo. Scotia, CharlevoiX says. 
(vol. IV, page 124:) La France n entrall pornt dans ce demel., pour ne point dOllner Ie momdre 
pretexte de rompre la bOllne Intelligence qu'll avail tant coute de retablir emre 108 deux Coa­
ronnes; tnt <essa mente de "'.ee:ocier dam Ie. deux CUUTS, Ie reglement des li7l,iks 'ltwilJ'U /los l'o/mole 
1'719 tl Y eut des commt.SSatTes nommiis pour ce14 de part et d'autre." ' 
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France to determine the limits between the possessions of the two Powers 
in America; but that all negotiations on that subject ended in 1722, in 
consequence of the desire of those Courts to avoid causes of dissatisfac­
tion. Whether or not any settlement of boundaries was effected he does 
I~ot directly say; but fro~ his language it is to be inferred that th~se ques­
tIOns were left u?d~termilled. In tlJe maps attached to his work, no line 
appears as the limit between the Hudson's Bay territory and the poss~s­
sions of France. 

The DictIOnary of Commerce, translated by }I. Postlewhaite from the 
French of Savary, with alterations and amendments, and published in 
1751, contains no allusion to the southern limits of the Hudson's Bay ter­
ritories, although a large portion of the work is devoted to the subject 
of the British and French possessions in AlIwri"a; but in the large map 
of America, attached to the Dictionary, which is there stated to h,1\'e been 
copied, with corrections, from one then recently jJublished at Paris (ill 
1746) by D'Anville, a line is laid down as the limit hl't\\"eell th,. Hudson's 
Bay countries and the French dominions. TIll' part of this line ,·xtend­
ing north and northwest of Lake Superior, runs nearly, but not "sat'lly, 
along the 49th parallel; and a note on the map says" the /i,,, that Pflrts 
French C'IIIU,/rt Ji'OIlI nril i,,// CUI/urlu '11"(/" "tll/"d IN! "Ollllliissarifs u(lu the 
peace of (fln"'hl, IIIU~'ill!{ U f'l/ITf: Jim" /)ul·i,,·s /,,11/, ill 1/". ,1111I;lIi" ~""I(:, 
down to tlte L'lk,.Abilihi",to thf' ,\I)rl/I/("I·sl (k'fI";t!,,·,.,:!,,,.,· .11./) AI/,.,!I, S 

(lotti'll /illl' (,fI"t of ./1111/1'''''' nlli/ is jul.,,·." ~o ('opy lit /)',\nville's map 
has been found; 'but the above note appears to sItO\\' that the Ii:,e WI'st of 
James's Day is gil'l:1l by l'".,tll!\l'ita/t,· as n'l'resl'lll<'d by the I· ... ·wh ge, 
ographer. . ' 

Postlewhaitc's assertion is, "ow('\'er, .111",.1'(1), ""lltradlcted hy John 
:llil"I,..II, whllse large "'~'I' o( .\Illeri,·a, publi,lwd i'.' li.i.>,under the Im­
lllediall' l'atf"llage of the C, <1, ,,.,,<1 I l"I'"rtlIll:ut of t .["<·"t Bnlalll, IS gener­
all V "()Ilsid('rcd ~lS the best antl/llnly \\'HIo regard to the pohl1cal ~'."~"'i'),y 
ofAIII(,ric:t, at that period. In this map, a lil?e drawn irregularly from the 
Atl,ll1tic along the highlands, or "'1'1''''('(\ luc:hlallds, (lindllJC: tl", \\'~'ters 
fallil1O" into Hudson's Ilay (!'11m th".se ClllptylllC: 11110 the ~r,·,,1 ~ak~s, Ihe 
St. 1 j~\\'n~lj('C'l or the \Ii .... "j-.;>iI1pi, is giveu ;lS I. till' bounds ':' 1!IIfI,\"" s nO!J 
by thl' /1I'fI/.'I 0( Ctl"l'dll," TI,i, line runs around 1I111b"", J,:~)', nea:I.Y at 
the same distallC(' from the slt"re's of that "'a ollly. III 'h whole , :'~Irse, ,IIlU 
a ver small part of it passe, as f,u south as thel\ltl, paf[~lIe\. 1 It," bou~~ 
dary Ythus gin'iJ by ,Hitehcll, is adopted III t,he map.pre~~ed to t~'~:'II ~ 
Hist:)ry of ~\lIll'l'i,'a, in those published by bl'lIll<'t 111 1, ,0, by a en 111 

17i7, and in other maps. .' . I db th trnt' 
III a map of the British ]1,,,"""1,)11' III ,\mel'lca, as set! eye ~. Y 

f ]-t'" Iblished at Loudoll in Iii.) h~' Email 11,,\\"'n tllld John Glb-
o I ).>,.pI . I thellltit Inralkl. from a pomt !LIII'" """"Iy 
SOil a hne rnnnlllg a ong .' '". . 'd th H,·,i 
. 'I f the southern eKlrellllt)' of J~'llll" s l>e'\. west".ar. to . e . 
~ut I 0 d then northward, down that ,trl'alIl. to I :"k .. · " I II III 1'l'C:, IS give I n 

Iver, an h l"t " tile Hudsoll.'s Bar tl'lTlt(ll'\', agreeably to tie 
as the sout ern Iml II ,.' '. '1'1 h 

f I ' It' ld tlll'S I·' the l'I,·IIl·,t d,stllJl't del'l~lIatIvll \\ II' I as treaty 0 I r,·'· I , ar . . , , all I . I a 
d

. I ·1' the alloptioll of ani' part of that par, e precise y, as 
been ISCO\'ere( ". ' 
b dary in \"rtit ·\1I1enca. . . . I h 

O~ll~11 u's I't 'II"p,",r, 'that all the Illost accredited authontles, Wit Ibt e ex-
I ,~, , .' I b und"T'V et \\'e'en 

. t' 'lit,~he\l are against the supp""tlllll t \at any 0 ,-] bl 
cheptBIOI~ ') I'd the' L'rellch dominiolls ill AmerIca was settled agreea Y 
1 C fI tiS I an r 
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to the treaty of Utrecht; and that Mitchell represents the H~dson's Bay 
territories as separated from the Freneh POSsf'ss]ons by an Irregular 1ll1e 
drawn along the course of the highlands surrounding, or supposed to sur­
round, that sea. 

In support of. the opinion that no such. boundary was settled, may ~e 
cited the foIlowmg remarks upon th~~. artIcle: extracted from And~rson s 
elaborate History of Commerce, vol. ll~, page 267: "Though the f .rench 
KinO" yielded to the Queen of Great Bntam, to be possessed by her m full 
right, 'j,)r ever, the Bay and Straits of Hudson, and al~ parts thereof, a~d 
within the same, then possessed by France, yet leavmg t~e boundarIes 
between Hudson's Bay and the north parts of Canada b~longmg to France, 
to be detennined by commissaries within a year, was, m effect, the same 
thing as giving up the p~int altogether; it ~eing well kn~wll to all Europe, 
that France never permIts her commlssanes to determme matters refer­
red to such, unless it can be done with great advantage to her. Th?se 
boundaries, therefore, have never yet been settled, though both Bnt~sh 
and French subjects are by that article expressly debarred from passll1g 
over the same, or thereby to go to each other by sea or land. These COIl1-

missaries were likewise to settle the boundaries between the other Briti,h 
anJ French colonies on that continent; "'hich, likewise, was never done." 
The correctness of the concluding part of these remarks is well known; 
and it is scarcely probable that either of the Powers would have assented 
to a partial detennination of boundaries. The remarks of Anderson are 
incorporated in Macpherson's Annals of Commerce, published in 18m. 

Maps, which are so frequf'lltly consulted on the subject of boundaries, 
and which, therefore, ought to be the best authorities, are, unfortunately, 
in general the very worst, as they are for the most part made by persons 
unacquainted with politif'al history. Of the truth of this assertion innu­
merable instances might be adduced. In a large and beautifully engraved 
map of the United States, published at Philadelphia in 1821, "from the 
most undoubted fluthoritifs, by ---- .lfeograplter rind draughtsman," 
the northern boundary of the part of the United States west of the Missis­
sippi, is represented by a line drawn westward from the sources of that 
river nearly under the latitude of 47 degrees and 40 minutes; the country 
north .of, ,this, line being stated to be "in dispute bet1tN'1I Spain and Great 
Entlll/!. l'\~w, three years before thIS map appeared, the boundary be­
tween the Ul1Ited States and the British possessions in that part of Ameri­
ca, had been fixed by treaty; according to which, the dividing-line followed 
the ~ourse of the 49th parallel; and two years before the date of the map, 
~pm~ h.ad also,.by treaty, eeded to the United States her rights to all ter­
r~tofles m An:e:lca north of the 42d parallel. These treaties had been pub­
lished; and. It IS scarcely credible that they should have been unknown 
to an Amencan geographer engaged in preparing a map of the United 
States. The ~renc~ have J?a~e great use of maps, and have haJ maps 
made for use Il1 then negotIatIOns about boundaries with Great Britain. 
Books of geography: are also in general incorrect as regards boundaries. 
In the Encyc\opcedla of Ge.og~phy, published at Edinburgh in 1534, by 
Hugh Murray, and other sCIentIfic persons we find it stated (page 1374) 
that" the whole region west of the Rocky ~Iountains extending betwee~ 
the .42d and the 49th parallels oflatitude has by disco~ery and treaty been 
assl!:/I~rl to the United States." A state:nent to the same effect m~y be 
found m the London Quarterly Review for January, 1822. 
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F. 

'I'REATIES AND CONVENTIONS BETWEEX THE GOVER:\~(E:\TR OF DIFFER­

ENT NATIONS, RELATING TO THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES OF !'."ORTH 
AJIERICA. 

(1.) 

Com'PlItion "r'hrer'l! Great Brita·in ((I/rl Spain, si:{I/f·r/ at tI,e Esr/l,i"l 0,'_ 
tober 28, 17YO, may be found at length in tlie .\Iemnir, page 111.' 

(:2. ) 

Convention bel/l'll"/l tlte Clli/crl ,,,'/f/lis ff.ll/lf·rim and GI'""t BritaiJl,s-iglled 
at Lrj}/r/rm, Ortol)fl' 20, 1"1~. 

~'ART. 2. It is agreed that a line drawn from the most northwestern 
pOII~t of th~ Lake of the \Voods, alom; the ·1~ltll l':lr;,[I,·1 of north latitude, 
or, If th.e said pomt shall not be ill th" 1~lth l>;I[all"1 of north [atitll" .. , thell 
that a lme drmyn ~rom the said point due 1.1 II rt I I or south, as the case lllay 
be, Ulltlt the Said ime shall Illters .. ,'t the smd parallel of north latitude, awl 
from the point of such intersection due west along and with th .. ,aid I'::r 
allel, shall be the line of d"llIar':atilill between the territories of th,' {Iii, 
ted :-it;lt"s and tho,,' ot his Britannic .\I:li'·'1,,; and that the said lill" sha'l 
form the north"fli hllllndary of the ",id I,:rritllri," of the Fnit"d ~I:lI'S, 
and the southern bOlllllbrr of the territories of his Britanllic .\1:'1,·,1\', froUl 
the 1,,,1,,· of the \\'o,,,ls 10' the Stllll\' .""IIIIL,il". . . 

"ART. 3. It is ",(rel'll that any country that IIlay be c1aillled hy <'till' r 
party on the northwest coast of .\IIll'ri'·a, w,'stw;ll'll of the SIllilY \1"1111 

tains, shall, tllg"tlH'r with its harbors, 11;IYS, and ncelis, and tl", na\i!.(a, 
tion llf all rivers within the same, be free and 0l)f'tl t,'r tl", term III' (1-11 

years from the date of the signature of the presellt "llll\"'lllillll, til Ih,· n~s· 
sels, ('itizl'lls, and subjects of the tWll PII'\'er,; it Il!'ill~ well ulld"r'lll",1 
that this a~r<'''IJl''llt is not to be constmed til lite I'ft',illdi,", of any .-Iailil 
which either of the two high I'Il1ltra"IillC!' Iwti," may ha\'e til any part of 
the said country, nor shall it be taken to affect the claims IIf allr "tl[l'r 
['!)\\'t'r or State tn any part of the said COUll try ; the only obj(/ct of the 
high contracting partil's, in that respect, being to prevent disputes and di~ 
ferenees among tlteillseln's.·' 

(3.) 

Treaty oj amity, sdtlCIIl('lIl, and limit.". ~(tlfu II t!IP r"ilill ,"Iotu and 
Sj)({ill, \,,1111111111111.'1 called the Filil'"l" 'j n 0/,/.) s'gl/(·d at lJ O.,jil(/~·toll, 
Iilmum; ~'~, l:-:I~t. 

"ART. 3. The boundary-line between the two countries, west of the 
\Iississippi, shall begin 011 the Gulfof\l('xI('o, at the month oCthe Rn'er 
:-lahine, in the sea, ,'ontinuing north, along th.e western bank of that flW'r, 
tn the 32d degree of latitude; thp.wt', by a hne d,:,e north, 10 the degree 
of latitude where it strikes the Rio itll,,11 of \atcllltoches, or Red TII\,·r;. 
th followinO" the course of the HI') Itll"O w('sl\\·:ml. to the degree lIt 
cn,,, '3' ". I' h longitude 100 west from London and~. from a., IIIl!!ton ; t en CroSSI":; 
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the said Red River, and running thence, by a line due north, to the River 
Arkallsas; thence following the course of the southern bank of the Ar­
kansas to its source in latitude :1:2 north; and thence, by that parallel of 
latitude to the South Sea; the whole being as laid down in Melish's 
map of 'the United ~tates, published at Philadelphia, improved to the 1st 
of January, 1 t-i I s. But, if the source of the Arkansas River shall be found 
to fall north or south of latitude 42, then the line shall run from the said 
source due south or north, as the case may be, till it meets the said paral­
lel of latitude 42, and thence, along the said parallel, to the South Sea. 
All the islands in the Sabine, and the said Red and Arkansas Rivers, 
throughout the course thus described, to belong to the United States; but 
the use of the waters and the navigation of the Sabine to the sea, and of 
the said Ri vers Roxo and Arkansas, throughout the extent of the said 
boundary, on their respective banks, shall be common to the respective 
inhabitants of both nations. 

"The two high contracting parties agree to cede and renounce all their 
rights, claims, and pretensions to the territories described by the said 
line; that is to say, the United States hereby cede to his Catholic Majesty, 
and renounce forever all their rights, claims, and pretensions to the terri­
tories lying west and south of the above described line; and, in like man­
ner, his Catholic Majesty cedes to the said United States all his rights, 
claims, and pretensions to any territories east and north of the said line; 
and for himself, his heirs, and successors, renounces all claim to the said 
territories forever." 

(4.) 

Com'elllion between tlie Ullitl'r! States and Hlissilf, signed at Saillt Peters­
burgh on the -l"'f if elpril, 18:24. 

"ART. 1. It is agreed that, in any part of the great ocean, commonly 
called the Pacific Ocean, or South Sea, the respective citizens or subjects 
of the high contracting Powers shall be neither disturbed nor restrained, 
either in .navigat!on or in fishing, or in the power of resorting to the coasts, 
upon ~oll1tswhlCh may not already have been occupied, for the purpose 
of tradll1g With the natives; saving always the restrictions and conditions 
determined by the following articles: 

".ART. 2. With the yjew of preventing the rights of navigation and of 
fislung, exerc~sed upon the great ocean by the citizens and subjects of the 
~Igh contractll1g Powers, from becoming the pretext for an illicit trade, it 
IS agreed that.the citizens of the United States shall not resort to any point 
where there IS a RUSSian establIshment, without the permission of the 
governor or comm~nder; and th~t, reciprocally, the subjects of Russia 
shall not resort, without permissIOn, to any establishment of the United 
States upon the northwest coast. 

"ART .. 3: It is, moreover, agreed that, hereafter, there shall not be formed 
~y the cItIzens of the United States, or under the authority of the said 
States,.any estab~lshment upon the northwest coast of America, nor in any 
of ~he Islands adJa~ent, to the nortlt of 54 degrees and 40 minutes of north 
latitude;. and that, 111 the same manner. there shall be none formed by Rus­
sian subjects, or under the authority of Russia south of the same paralleL 

"ART. 4. It is, nevertheless, understood, that'during a term of ten years) 
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counting from the signature of the present convention, the ships of both 
Po~vers, or which belong to their citizens or subjects, respectively, may 
reclprocally frequent, without any hindrance whatever, the interior seas, 
gulfs, harbors, and creeks, upon the coast mentioned in the preceding arti­
cle, for the purpose of fishing and trading with the natives of the country . 

. '~ ART. 5. All spirituous liquors, fire-arms, other arms, powder, and mu­
mtlOns of war of every kllld, are always excepted from this same com­
me~ce permitte~ by the preceding article; and the two Powers engage, 
reclprocally, nelther to sell, nor suffer them to be sold to the natives, by 
their respective citizens and subjects, nor by any person who may be under 
their authority. It is likewise stipulated, that this restriction shall never 
afford a pretext, nor be advanced, in any case, to authorize either search 
or detention of the vessels, seizure of the merchandise, or, in fine, any 
measures of constraint whatever, towards the merchants or the crews who 
may carry on this commerce; the high contracting Powers reciprocally 
reserving to themselves to determine upon the penalties to be incurred, 
and to inflict the punishments in case of the contravention of this article 
by their respective citizens or subjects." 

(5.) 

Convention between Great Britrtin a lid Russia, signed at Saint Petersburglt, 
F.ebruary H, 1825. 

"ART. 1. It is agreed that the respective subjects of the high contract­
ing parties shall not be troubled or molested in any part of the ocean, com­
monly called the Pacific Ocean, either in navigating the same, in fishing 
therein, or in landing at such parts of the coast as shall not have been 
already occupied, in order to trade with the natives, under the restrictions 
and conditions specified in the following articles: 

"ART. 2. In order to prevent the right of navigating and fishing, exer­
cised upon the ocean by the subjects of the high contracting parties, from 
becoming the pretext for an illicit commerce, it is agreed that the subjects 
of his Britannic Majesty shall not land at any place where there may be a 
Russian establishment, without the permission of the governor or com­
mandant; and, on the other hand, that Russian subjects shall not land, 
without permission, at any British establishment on the northwest coast. 

"ART. 3. The line of demarcation between the possessions of the high 
contracting parties, upon the coast of the continent, and the islands. of 
America to the northwest, shall be drawn in the manner following: Com­
mencing from the southernmost point of the island called Prince of Wales 
Island, which point lies in the parallel of !).t degrees 40 minutes north 
latitude and between the 131st and the 133d degree of west longitude, 
(meridi~n of Greenwich,) the said line shall ascend to the north along the 
channel called Portland Channel, as far as the point of the continent 
where it strikes the 56th degree of north latitude. From this last men­
tioned point, the line of demarcation shall follow t~e su~mit of the moun­
tains situated parallel to the coast, as far as the POll1t of llltersectlOn of the 
141st degree of west long~tude, (of t~le sa~e .meri.dian.) And, finally, fro~ 
the said point of intersectIOn, the said meridian lllle of the 141st degree, III 
its prolongation as far as the Fro~en Ocean, shall .form the limlt. between 
the Russian and British possesslOlls on the contll1ent of America to the 
northwest. 
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" ART. 4. With reference to the line of demarcation laid down In the 
preceding article, it is understood-

"1st. That the island called Prince of Wales Island shall belong wholly 
to Russia. 

"2d. That whenever the summit of the mountains which extend in a 
direction parallel to the coast, from the 56th degree of ~orth latitude to the 
point of intersection of the 141st degree of west longitude, shall prove to 
be at the distance of more than ten marine leagues from the ocean, the 
limit between the British possessions and the line of coast which is to 
belong to Russia, as above mentioned, shall be formed by a line varallel 
to the windings of the coast, and which shall never exceed the distance 
of ten marine leagues therefrom. 

"ART. 5. It is, moreover, agreed that no establishment shall be formed 
by either of the two parties within the limits assigned by the two prece­
ding articles to the possessions of the other; consequently, British sub­
jects shall not form any establishment either upon the coast, or upon the 
border of the continent comprised within the limits of the Russian posses­
sions, as designated in the two preceding artie1es; and, in like manner, no 
establishment shall be formed by Russian subjects beyond the said limits. 

" ART. 6. It is understood that the subjects of his Britannic Majesty, 
from whate\-cr quarter they may arrive, whether from the ocean, or from 
the interior of the continent, shall forever enjoy the right of navigating 
freely, and without any hindrance whatever, all the rivers and streams 
which, in their course towards the Pacific Ocean, may cross the line of 
demarcation upon the line of coast described in article 3 of the present 
convention. 

"ART. 7. It is also understood, that, for the space of ten years from the 
signature of the present convention, the vessels of the two Powers, or 
those belonging to their respective subjects, shall mutually be at liberty 
to frequent, without any hindrance whatever, all the inland seas, the gulfs, 
havens, and creeks on the coast, mentioned in artie1e 3, for the purposes 
of fishing and of trading with the natives. . 

"ART. 8. The port of Sitka, or ~ovo Archangelsk, shall be open to the· 
commerce and vessels of British subjects for the space of ten years from 
the date of the exchange of the ratifications of the present convention. In 
the cycnt of an extension of this term of ten years being granted to any 
other Power, the like extension shall be granted also to Great Britain. 

" ART. 9. The abo\-e mentioned liberty of commerce shall not apply to 
the trade i~ spirituous liquo!s, in fire-arms, or other arms, gunpowder, or 
other warll~e stores; the high contracting parties reciprocally engaging 
not to permit the abovementioned articles to be sold or delivered, in any 
manner whatever, to the natives of the country. 

".ART.lO. En'ry British or Russian vessel navigating the Pacific Ocean, 
which may be compelled by storms or by accident to take shelter in the 
ports of.the respective parties, shall be at liberty to refit therein, to provide 
Itself With all necessary st.ores, and to put to sea again, without paying 
any other than port and light-house dues which shall be the same as 
those paid by national vessels. In case ho~ever the master of such ves­
~el should be under .the necessity of disposing of ~ part of his merchandise 
l~ order to defray hiS expenses, he shall conform himself to the regula­
tions and tariffs of the place where he may have landed. 

"ART. 11. In every case of complaint on account of an infraction of the 
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articles of tne present convention, the civil and military authorities of the 
high contracting parties, without previously acting, or taking any forcible 
measure, shall make an exact and circumstantial report of the matter to 
their respective courts, who engage to settle the same in a friendly man­
ner, and according to the principles of justice." 

(6.) 

C'OIlV/,lItioll betweel/ the United States (/lIrI Great lJritllill, siS!IINI at Lout/rill, 
"lll!{lId 6, 1827. 

"ART. 1. All the provisions of the third article of the convention con­
cluded between the United States of America and his Majesty the King 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, on the 20th of Octo­
ber, 1818, shall be, and they are hereby, further indefinitely extended and 
continued in force, in the same manner as if all the provisions of the said 
article were herein specifically recited. 

"ART. 2. It shall be competent, however, to either of the contracting par­
ties, in case either should think fit, at any time after the 20th of October, 
I 828, on giving due notice of twelve months to·the other contracting party, 
to annul and abrogate this convention; and it shall, in such case, be ac­
cordingly entirely annulled and abrogated, after the expiration of the said 
term of notice. 

"ART. 3. l'\nthing contained in this convention, or in the third article 
of the convention of the 20th October, IS18, hereby continued in force, 
shall be construed to impair, or in any manner affect, the claims which 
either of the Clllllractillc; parties may have to any part of the country wust­
ward of the Stony or Hocky Mountains." 
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