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PRETFACE.

AT a period when War was {preading defola-
tion over the faireft parts of Europe, when
anarchy feemed to be extending its frightful pro-
grefs from nation to nation, and when the {torms
that were gathering over his native Country
* in particular, rendered it impofiible to fay
how foon any one of its inhabitants might be
forced to feek for refuge in a foreign land ; the
Author of the following pages was induced to
crofs the Atlantic, for the purpofe of examin-
ing with his own eyes into the truth of the
various accounts which had been given of the
flourithing and happy condition of the United
~States of America, and of afcertaining whether,
in cafe of future emergency, any part of thole
territories might be looked forward to, as an
eIigiblc and agreeable place of abode. Arrived
in America, he travelled pretty generally through
the ftates of Pennfylvania, Delaware, Maryland,
Virginia, New Jerfey, and New York; he af-
terwards pafled into the Canadas, defirous of
obtaining equal information as to the ftate of
thofe provinces, and of determining from his
own immediate obfervations, how far the pre-
{ent condition of the inhabitants of the Britith
dominions in America might be mfeuoz, or
otherwife, to that of the people of the States,
who had now indeed thrown off the yoke, but
were formerly common members of the fame
extenfive empire,
* Ireland
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v PRETFACE.

WaeN abroad, he had not the moft diﬁ.ant
intention of publithing his travels ; but finding
on his return home, that much of the matter
contained in the following letters was quite
new to his friends, and being induced to think
that it might prove equally new, and not wholly
unacceptable to the Public, he came to the re-
folution of committing them to print: accord-
ingly the prefent volume * is now offered to the
world, in an humble hope, that if not enter-
taining to all readers, it will at leaft be fo to
fome, as well as ufeful to future travellers.

Ir it (hall appear to any one, that he has
fpoken with too much afperity of American
men and American manners, the Author begs
that fuch language may not be afcribed to hafty
prejudice, and a blind partiality for every thing
that is European. He croffed the Atlantic
firongly prepoflefled in favour of the People
and the Country, which he was about to vifit;
and if he returned with fentiments of a dif-
ferent tendency, they refulted folely from a cool
and difpaflionate obfervation of what chance
prefented to his view when abroad.

AN enthufiaftic admirer of the beauties of
Nature, the fcenery of the countries through
which he paffed did not fail to attract a great
part of his attention; and interfperfed through
the book will be found views of what he thought
would be moft interefting to his readers: they
are what he himfelf {ketched upon the fpot, that

of

® The firft edition was printed in one quarto volume.
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of Mount Vernon, the Seat of General Wath-
ington, indeed, excepted for which he is in-
debted to an ingenious friend that he met in
America, and the View of Bethlehem. He has
many tore views in his poffeflion; but he
thought it better to furnith his Publither with a
few only, in hopes that the engraving from
them would be well executed, rather than with
a great many, which, had they been given,
mutft either have been in a ftyle unworthy of the
Public eye, or elle have fwelled the price of the
volume beyond the reach of many that may
now read it. Of the refemblance which theft
views bear to their refpective archetypes, thofe
alone can be judges, who have been {pectators of
the original fcenes. With regard to the Cata-
ra¢t of Niagara, however, it muft be obferved,
that in views on {o {fmall a fcale, no one muft
expect to find a lively reprefentation of its won=
derful and terrific vaftnefs, even were they ex-
ecuted by artifts of far fuperior merit; the in-
ferting of the three in the prefent work is done
merely in the hope that they may help, toge-
ther with the ground plan of the precipice, if
it may be fo called, to give a general idea of
the pofition and appearance of that f{tupendous
Catara¢t. Thofe who are defirous of becoming
more intimately acquainted with it, will {foon be
gratified, at leaft fo he has been given to under-
ftand by the artift in whofe hands they at pre-
fent are, with a fet of views from the mafterly
pencil of Captain Fifher, of the Royal Britith
Artillery, which are allowed by all thofe who
have vifited the Falls of Niagara, to convey a
A3 more
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ore perfe idea of that wonderful natural
curiolity, than any paintings or engravings that
are extant,

Finarry, before »» Reader proceeds to
the perufzl of the enfuing pages, the Author
will juft beg leave to apprize him, that they
are the production of a very youthful pen, un-
accuftomed to write a great deal, far lefs to write
for the prefs. Itisnow for the firft time that
one of its productions is ventured to be laid
before the Public eye. As a firft attempt,
therefore, it is humbly hoped that the prefent
work may meet with a generous indulgence
and not be too feverely criticifed on account of
its numerous imperfections,

Publin,

T )
zo:h December, 1745,
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T R AV E L 8§

THROUGH THE STATES OF

NORTH AMERTICA.

LETTER I

Arrival on the Coaft of America.—Trees the
Jirft Object wifible.— Defiription of the Bay
and River of Delaware.—Paffengers bound
Jor Philadelphia not fuffered to land till ex-
amined by the Health Officors—Arrival at
Pbhiladelphia.—Poor Appearance of the City
Jrom  the Water.—Plan of the City.—
Wharfs—Public and private Buildings.—
Some Accsunt of the Hofpital, and of the Gaol.

MY DEAR SIR, Philadelphia, November, 1795.

UR paffage acrofs the Atlantic was dif-
agreeable in the extreme. The wea-

ther for the moft part was bad, and calms
“and heavy adverfe gales fo frequently retarded
our progrefs to the wefiward, that it was
not until the fifty-ninth day from that on
which we left Ireland, that we difcovered the
American coaft. I fhall not attempt to de-
fcribe the joy which the fight of land, a fight
Vor. I. B that
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that at once relicved the eye from the unin-
terefting and wearifome view of fky and water,
and that afforded to each individual a {peedy
profpe of delivery from the narrow confines
of a {imall trading veflel, diffufed amongft the
paffengers. You, who have yourfelf made
a long voyage, can beit imagine what it muft
have been.

The firft obje&s which meet the eye on
approaching the American coaft, fouth of
New York, are the tops of trees, with which
the fhore i- thickly covered to the very edge
of the water. Thefe, at a diftance, have the
appearance of fimall iflands; but as you draw
nearer thcy are feen to unite; and the tall
foreft rifing gradually out of the ocean, at Jaft
prefents itfell in all its majefty to your view.
The land which we made was fituated very
near to the bay of Delaware, and before noon
we pafled between the capes Henlopen and
May, which 5:ord the entrance of the bay.
'The capes are only eighteen miles apart, but
within them the bay expands to the breadth
of thirty miles. It afterwards becomes gra-
dually. narrower, until it is loft in the river
of the fame name, at Bombay Hook, feven
leagues diftant from the Atlantic. The river
D.elaware, at this place, is about fix miles
Wlde' 5 at Reedy Ifland, twenty miles higher
up, itis three miles wide; and at Philadelphia,

* one



SHORES OF THE DELAWARE. 3

one hundred and twenty miles from the fea,
one mile wide.

The fhores of the bay and of the river De-
laware, for a very confiderable diftance up-
wards, are low ; and they are covered, like
the coaft, with one vaft foreft, excepting
merely in a few places, where extenfive mar-
fhes intervene. Nothing, however, could be
more pleafing than the views with which we
were entertained as we failed up to Philadel-
phia. The trees had not yet quite loft their
foliage, and the rich red and yellow tints which
autumn had f{uffufed over the leaves of the
oaks and poplars appeared beautifuily blended
with the fombre green of the lofty pines;
whilft the river, winding flowly and fmoothly
along under the banks, reflected in its glafiy
furface the varied colours of the objects on
fhore, as well as the images of multitudes
of veflels of various fizes, which, as far as
the eye could reach, were feen gliding filently
along with the tide. As you approach to-
wards Philadelphia the banks of the river be-
come more elevated; and on the left hand
fide, where they are much cleared, they are
interfperfed with numberlefsneat farm-houftes,
with villages and towns; and are in {fome
parts cultivated down to the very edge of the
water. 'The New Jerfey thore, on the right

B2 hand
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hand fide, remains thickly wooded, even as far
as the city.

Veflels very commonly afcend to Philadel-
phia, when the wind is favourable, in twenty-
four hours; but unfortunately, as our thip en-
tered the river, the wind died away, and fhe
had to depend folely upon the tide, which
flows at the rate of about three miles only in
the hour. Finding that the paflage up to the
city was likely therefore to become tedious,
I would fain have gone on fhore far below it;
but this the captain would not permit me to
do. By the laws of Pennfylvania, enacted in
confequence of the dreadful peftilence which
raged in the capital in the year 1793, the
mafter of any veflel bound for that port is made
fubje& to a very heavy fine, if he {uffers any
perfon from on board her, whether mariner or
paflenger, to go on fhore in any part of the
ftate, before his veflel is examined by the
health officer: and any perfon that goes on
thore, contrary to the will of the mafter of the
veflel, is liable to be imprifoned for a confi-
derable length of time. In cafe the exiftence
of this law fhould not be known on board a
veflel bound for a port in Pennfylvania, it is
the bufinefs of the pilot to furnifh the mafter
and the paflengers on board with copies of it,
with which he always comes provided. The

health
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kealth officer, who is a regular bred phyfician,
refides at Mifflin Fort, four miles below the
city, where there is a fmall garrifon kept. A
boat is always fent on fhore for him from the
fhip. After having been toflfed about on the
ocean for nine weeks nearly, nothing could be
more tantalizing than to be kept thus clofe to
the thore without being permitted to land.
Philadelphia, as you approach by the river,
is not feen farther off than three miies, a point
of land covered with trees concealing it from
the view, On weathering this point it {ud-
denly opens upon you, and at that diftance
it looks extremely well; but on a nearer ap-
proach, the city makes a poor appecarance, as
nothing is vifible from the water but confufed
heaps of wooden ftorehoufes, crowded upon
each other, the chief of which are built upon
platforms of artificial ground, and wharfs
which projeét a confiderable way into the river.
The wharfs are of a reftangular form, and
built of wood; they jut out in every direction,
and are well adapted for the accommodation
of thipping, the larget merchant veflels being
able to lie clofe alongfide them. Behind thefe
wharfs, and parallel to the river, runs Water-
ftreet. This is the firft fireet which you ufu-
ally enter after landing, and it does not ferve
to give a ftranger a very favourable opinion
gither of the neatnefs or commodioufnefs of
B 3 the
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the public ways of Philadelphia. It is"no
more than thirty feet wide ; and immediately
behind the houfes, which ftand on the fide far-
theft from the water, a high bank, {uppofed
to be the old bank of the river, rifes, which
renders the air very copfined., Added to this,
fuch ftenches at times prevail in it, owing in
part to the quantity of filth and dirt that is
fuffered to remain on the pavement, and in
part to what is depofited in wafte houfes, of
which there are feveral in the ftreet, that it is
really dreadful to pafs through it. It was here
that the malignant yellow fever broke out in
the year 1763, which made fuch terrible ra-
vages ; and in the fummer feafon, in general,
the fireet is found extreiely unhealthy. That
the inhabitants, after futiiring {o much {rom
the ficknefs that originated in it, thould re-
main thus inattentive to the cleanlinefs of
Water-ftreet is truly furprifing ; more efpe-
cially fo, when it is confidered, that the freets
in the other parts of the town are as much
diftinguithed for the neatnefs that prevails
throughout them, as this one is for its dirty
condition. '
On the lefrel p_lot of ground cn the top of
the bank which rifes behind Water-fireet, the
city of Philadelphia was originally laid out,
_and it was intended by the founder that no
houfes fhould have been erected at the bottom

[P . 7L Of
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of it; however, as there was no pofitive law
to this effe@, the convenience of the fitaation
foon tempted numbers to build there, and they
are now encroaching, aanually, on the river,
by throwing wharfs farther out into the
fiream. In another refpe@ alfo the original
pian of the city was not adhered to. The
ground allctted for it wzs in the form of an
oblong fquare, two miles in length, reaching
from the river schuylkill 1o the Delaware, and
one mils in breadih. Porfuant to this fcheme,
the houfes were begun on the Delaware fide;
but inftead of having besn carried on towards
the Schuylkill, the carrent of building has kept
entirely on one fide. The houits extend for
two miles nearly along the Delaware, but, on
an averaze, not more than half a mile to-
wards the Schuylkill : this is to be attributed
to the great fuperiority of the one river over
the other. Al the houfes built beyond the
boundary line of the oblong fquare are faid to
be in the “ Libertics,” as the jurildition of
the corporation does not extend to that part
of the town. Here the firects are very ir-
regularly built; but in the city they all in-
terfect each other at right angles, according
to the original plan. The principal ftreet is
one hundred feet wide ; the others vary from
eighty to fifty. They are all tolerably well
paved with pebble ftones in the middle ; and

B 4 on
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on each fide, for the convenience of paflen-
gers, there is a footway paved with red brick.

The houfes within the limits of the city are
for the moft part built of brick ; a few, and
a few only, are of wood.

In the old parts of the town they are in
general finall, heavy, and inconvenient; but
among(t thofe which have been lately erected,
many are to be found that are light, airy, and
commodious. In the whole citv, however,
there are only two cr thres houfes that parti-
cularly atiraét the attention, on account of
their fizea .u architeture, and but litt]e beauty
is obfervable in the ccligas of any of thefe.
The moft fpacious and the moft remarkable
one amongft them ftands in Cheliut-fireet,
but it is not yet quite finithed. At prefent
it appears a huge mafs of red brick and pale
blue 1 ble, which bids defiance to fimplicity
and elegance. This fuperb manfion, according
to report, has already coft upwards of fifty
thoufand guineas, and flands as a2 monument
of the increafing luxury of the city of Phila-
delphia.

As for the public buildings, they are all
heavy taftelefs piles of red brick, ornamented
with the fame fort of blue marble as that al-
ready mentioned, and which but ill accord
together, unlefs indeed we except the new

Baok of the United States, and the prefby-
terian
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terian church in High-ftreet.  The latter
buﬂding 1s ornamented with a haudfome por-
tico in front, :upported by fix pillars in the
Corinthian order ; but it is feen to gret difad-
vantiz: on account of the raarket fioufe, which
occupies the center of the ftreet betore it. The
buildings next to thele, that are mo(t deferving
of notice, are the State Houfe, the Prefident’s
Houle. the Hofpital, the Bettering Houfe, and
the Gaol.

The State Houfe is fituated in Chefnut-
fircet; and, confidering that no more than
fifty-three years clapfed from the time the
firft cabin was built on the {pot marked out
for the city, until it was ereCed, the archi-
teCture calls forth both our {urprife and ad-
miration. The State Houle is appropriated
to the ufe of the legiflative bodies of the ftate,
Attached to this edifice are the congrefs and
the city-halls. In the former, the congrefs
of the United States meets to tranfaét bu-
finefs. The room allotted to the reprefen-
tatives of the lower houfe is about fixty feet
in length, and fitted up in the plaineft manner.
Atone end of it 1s a gallery, open to every
perfon that chufes to enter it; tie ftair-cafe
leading to which runs directly from the pub-
lic fireet, The fenate chamber is in the
ftory above this, and it is furnithed and fitted
up in a much fuperior ftyle to that of the

lower
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lower houfe. In the city-hall the courts of
juftice are held, the fupreme court of the
United Statzc, as well as that of the ftate of
Pennfylvania, and thofe of the city.

The prefident’s houfe, as it is called, was
erected for the refidence of the prefident, betore
the removal of the feat of the federal govern-
ment from Fhiladelphia was ezitated. The
original plan of this building was diawn by a
private gentlenan, refident in the neighbour-
hood of Phitadeiphia, and was pofiefled, it is
121d, of no {mail (hare cf merit; but the com-
mittee of citizens, that was appointed to take
the plan into contid:ration, and to dire& the
building, conceiving that it could be im-
proved upon, reveried the pofitions of the up-

perand lower fories, placing the latter at top,
1o that the pilaflers, with which it is orna-
mented, appear fulvended in the air. The
comnitiee alfo contrived, that the windows of
the principal apartments, inftead of opening
into a f{pacious area in front of the houfle, as
was defigned at firf}, thould face towards the
confined back yards of the adjoining houfes.
This building is not yet finithed, and as the
removal of the feat of government to the fe-
deral city of Wathington is fo thortly to take
piace, it is moft probable that it WJiIl never
be oc?upied by the prefident. To what pur-
pofe it will be now applied is yet undeter-

mined,
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mined. Some imagine, that it will be con-
verted into a city hotel; others, that it will be
deftined for the refidence of the governor of
the ftate. For the latter purpole, it would be
unfitin the extreme, the falary of the governor
being fo inconfiderable, that it would not en=
able him to keep up an eftablithment fuitable
to a dwelling of one-fourth part the lize
of it.

The hofpital, for its airinefs, for its conve-
nient accommodation for the {ick and infirm,
and for the neatnefs exhibited throughout
every part of it, cannot be furpafied by any
inftitution of the kind in the world. The
plan of the building is in the form of the let-
ter H. At prefent but one wing and a part
of the center are finithed; but the reft of the
building is in a ftate of forwardnefs. It is two
ftories high, and underneath the whole are
cells for lunatics. Perfons labouring under
any diforder of body or mind are received into
this hofpital, excepting fuch as have difeafes
that are contagious, and of a malignant na-
ture ; fuch patients, however, have the advice
of the attending phyficians gratis, and are fup-
plied with medicine from the hofpital dif-
penfary.

The productive ftock of this hofpital, in the
year 1793, was eftimated L .17,06 5 currency;
befides which there are eftates belonging to it

that
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that as yet procuce nothing. The fame year,
the legiflature granted £. 10,000 for enlarging
the building, and adding thereto a Lying-in
and Foundiing hofpital. The annual private
donations are very confiderabic. Thofe that
contribute a certain {um have the power of
electing the directors, who are twelve in num-
ber, and chofenyearly. The diretors appoint
fix of the moft fkilful furgeons and ph,ficians
in the city to attend ; there is alfo a furgeon
and apothecary refident in the houfe. From
the year 1756, when it was built, to the year
1793 inclufive, nearly 9,000 patients were ad-
mitted into this hofpital, upwards of 6,000
of whom were relieved or cured. The hof-
pital ftands within the limits of the city, but
it is more than a quarter of a mile removed
from any of the other buildings.  There are
fpacious walks within the inclofure for fuch
of the patients as are in-a flate of convalef-
cence. ,
The Bettering Houfe, which is under the
care of the overfeers of the poor, ftands in the
fame neighbourhood, fomewhat farther re-
moved from the Loufes of the city. Itisa
{pacious building of brick, with extenfive
walks and gardens. The poor of the city and
neighbourhood are here furnithed with em-
ployment, and comfortably lodged and dieted.
During the feverity of the winter feafon, many

aged
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aged and reduced perfons feek refuge in this
place, and leave it again on the return of
fpring. Whilft they ftay there, theyare un-
der very little reftraint, and go in and out when
they pleafe ; they muft, however, behave or-
derly. This inititution is {upported by a tax
on the town.

The gaol is a {fpacious buildiag of common
ftone, one hundred feet in front. It is fitted
up with folitary cells, on the new plan, and
the apartments are all arched, to prevent the
communication of fire. Behind the building
are extenfive yards, which are fecured by lofty
walls.  This gaol is better regulated, perhaps,
than any other on the face of the globe. By the
new penal laws of Pennfylvania, lately enacted,
no crime is punifthable with death, excepting
murder of the firft degree, by which is meant,
murder that is perpetrated by wiliul preme-
ditated intention, or in attempts to commit
rape, robbery, or the like. Every other of-
fence, according to its enormity, is punithed
by folitary imprifonment of a determined du-
ration. Objetions may be made to this mode
of punithment, as not being fufficiently fevere
en the individual to atone for an atrocious
crime; nor capable, becaufe not inflitted in
public, of deterring evil-minded perfons in the
community from the commiffion of offences
which incur the rigour of the law; but on a

clofe
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clofe éxamination, it will be found to be wery
fevere ; and as far as an opinion can be formed
from the trial that has been hitherto made by
the ftate of Pennfylvania, it feems better cal-
culated to reftrain the excefles of the people
than any other. If any public puanifhunent
could ftrike terror into the lawlefs part of the
multitude, it is as likely that the inflicion of
death would do it as any whatfoever: but
death is divefted of many of his terrors, after
being often prefented to our view; fo that
we find in countries, for inftance in England,
where it occurs often as punifhment, the fa-
lutary effeéts that might be expe@ed from it
are in a great meafure loft.  The un‘ortunate
wretch, who is doomed to forfeit his life in
expiation of the crimes he has committed in
numberlefs inftances, looks forward with ap-
parent unconcern to the inoment in which he
is to be laonched into eternity; his compa-
nions around him only condole with him, be-
canfe his career of iniquity has fo fudden!y
been impeded by the courfe of juftice: or, if
ne is not too much hardened in the paths of
vice, but falls a prey to remorfe, and fees all
the hormr's of i.wis impending fate, they endea-
vour to rally lus broken fpirits by the con-
ﬂoléng rcmegnbz‘a}nce, that the pangs he has to

endure are but the panos of :
oy illuftrace by the fpesdy exit of o :«V:Ch
J ofe
death
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death he was perhaps himfelf witnefs to but
a few weeks before. A month does not pafs
over in England without repeated executions;
and there is fcarcely a vagabond to be met
with in the country, who has not {een a fellow
creature fufpended from the gallows., We all
know what little good eﬁ%‘t fuch fpetacles
produce. Buat immured in darknefs and f{o-
litule, the prifoner fuffers pangs worfe than
death a hundred times in the day: he is left
to his own bitter refle&ions ; there is no one
thing to divert his attzntion, and he endeavours
in vain to efcape from the hotrors which con-
tinually haunt hla 1magn1’uon. Infuch a fitu-
ation the moft harden=d offender is foon re-
duced to a ftate of repeniance.

But punithment by impriloniment, according
to the laws of Penmylvama, is impofed, not
only as an expiation of paft vffences, and an
example to the gudty part of fociety, but
for another purpcie, regarded by few penal
codes in the world, the reform of the criminal.
The rezulations of the cacl, are calculated to
promote this cﬁ'eé‘ as foon as poffitle, {v that
the building, indeed, deferves the name of
a penitentiary houfe more than that of a gacl.
As foon as a criminal is committed to the pri-
fon he is made to wafh; his hair is thorn, and
if not decently clothed, he is furnithed with
clean apparel; then he is thrown into-a {o-

litary
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litary cell, about nine feet long and four wide,
where he remains debarred from the fight of
every living being excepting his gaoler, whofe
duty it is to attend to the bare neceflities of
his nature, but who is forbidden, on any ac-
count, to {peak to him without there is ab-
folute occafion. If a prifoner is at all refrac-
tory, or if the offence for which he is impri-
foned is of a very atrocious nature, he 1s then
confined in a cell fecluded even from the light
of heaven. Thisis the worft that can be in-
fli¢ted upon him.

The gaol is infpeted twice every week by
twelve perfons appeinted for that purpofe,
who are chofen annually from amongft the
citizens of Philadelphir. Nor is it a diffi-ult
matter to procure thefe men, who readily and
voluntarily take it upon them to go through
the troublefome funéions of the oifice with-
out any fee or emolument whatever. They
divide themfelves into committees; each of
thefe takes it in turn, for a flated pericd, to
vifit every part of the prifon; and a report is
made to the infpectors at large, who meect to-
gether at times regularly appointed.  From
the report of the committee an opinion is
formed by the infpectors, who, with the con-
fent of the judges, regulate the treatment of
cach individual prifoner during his confine-
ment. This is varied according to his crime,

and
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and according to his fubfequent repentance.
Solitary confinement in a dark cell is looked
upon as the fevereft ufage ; next, folitary con-
finement in a cell with the admiffion of light;
next, confinement in a cell where the prifoner
is allowed to do fome fort of work ; lafily,
labour in company with others. The pri-
foners are obliged to bathe twice every week,
proper conveniences for that purpofe being
provided within the walls of the prifon; and
alfo to change their linen, with which they
are regularly provided. ‘Thofe in folitary
confinement are kept upon bread and water ;
but thofe who labour are allowed broth, por-
ridge, puddings, and the like: meat is dif-
penfed only in fmall quantities, twice in the
week. Their drink is water ; on no pretence
is any other beverage fuffered to be brought
irto the prifon. This diet is found, by ex-
perience, to afford the prifoners firength futfi-
cient to perform the labour that is impofed
upon them ; whereas a more generous one
would only ferve to render their minds lefs
humble and fubmiflive. Thofe who labour,
are employed in the particular trade to which
they have been accuftomed, provided it can
be carried o1 in the prifon ; if not acquainted
with any, fomething is foon found that they
can do. One room is {et apart for fhoe-
makers, another for tavlors, a third for car-

Vor.I. : C penters,
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penters, and fo on ; and in the yardsare {tone~
cutters, {miths, nailers, &c. &c.

Excepting the cells, which are at a remote
part of the building, the prifon bas the ap-
pearance of a large manufactory. Good order
and deeency prevail throughout, and the eye of
a {pe@ator is never affailed by the fight of fuch
ghaftly and {qualid figures as are continually tor
be met with in our prifons; fo far, alfo, is a
vifitor from being infulted, that he is {carcely
noticed ashe paffesthrough the different wards.
The prifoners are forbidden to fpeak to each
other without there is neceffity ; they arealfo
forbidden to laugh, or to fing, or to make the
fmalleft difturbance. An overfeer attends
eontinually to fee that every one performs his
work diligently ; and in cafe of the fmalleft
refiftance to any of the regulations, the offender
is immediately caft into a folitary cell, to fub-
fift on bread and water till he returns to a
proper {enfe of his behaviour ; but the dread
all thofe have of this treatment, who have
once experienced it, is fuch, that it is {feldom
found neceflary to repeat it. The women
are kept totally apart from the men, and are
employed in a manner fuitable to their {ex.
The labourers all eat together in one laree
apartment ; and regularly every Sunday there
is divine fervice, at which all attend.” It is
the duty of the chaplain to converfe at times

3 withy
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with the prifcners, and endeavour to reform
their minds and principles. The infpetors,
when they vifit the prifon, alfo do the fame;
{o that when a prifoner is liberated, he goes
out, as it were, a new man ; he has been ha-
bituated to employment, and bas received good
inftructions. The greatelt care is alfo taken
to find him employment the moment he
quits the place of his confinement. Accord-
ing to the regulations, no perfon is allowed
to vifit the prifon withcut permiffion of the
mfpeCtors. The greateft care is alfo taken
to preferve the health of the prifoners, and
for thofe who are fick there are proper apart-
ments and good advice provided. The longeft
period of confinement is for a rape, which
is not to be lefs than ten years, but not to
exceed twenty-one. For high treafon, the
length of confinement is not to be lefs than
fix nor more than twelve years, There are
prifons in every county throughout Pennfyi-
vania, but none as yet are eftablithed on the
fame plan as that which has been defcribed.
Criminals are frequently fent from other parts
of the ftate to receive punifhment in the pri-
fon of Philadelphia.

So well is this gaol conducted that, inftead
of being an expenie, it now annually pro-
duces 2 confiderable revenue to the ftate.

Ca2
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LETTER IL

FPopulation of Philadelplia.—Soime Account of
the Inbabitants, their Charater and Man-
ners.— Private Amufements.— Americans lofe
their Teeth prematurely ~—Theatrical Amufe=
ments only permitted qof late.—RQuakers.—
Prefident’s Levee and Drawing Roonm.—
Places of public Wor[bip.~—Carriages, what
Jort of, ufed in Philadelphbia.—Taverns, bow
condutted in America.— Difficulty of procur-
ing Servants.— Character of the lower Claffes
of People in America.

MY DEAR SIR, Philadelphia, November.

PI—IILADELPHIA, according to the cenfus
taken in the year 1790, contained 42,000
people.  From the natural increafe, however,
of population, and the influx of ftrangers, the
number is fuppofed now to be near 50,000,
notwithftanding the ravages of the yellow
fever in 1793, which {wept off 4,600 people.
The inhabitants confit of Englith, Irith,
Scotch, Germans, French, and of American
born citizens, defcended from people of thefe
different nations, whoare of courfe by far the
moft numerous clafs. The inhabitants are
tor the moft part engaged in fome fort of
bulinzis; a few, and a few only, live with-
out
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wout any oftenfible profeflions, on the fortunes
which they themfelves have raifed ; but thefe
men are not idle or inattentive to the increafe
of their property, being ever on the watch to
profit by the fale of lands, which they have
purchafed, and to buy more on advantageous
terms. It would be a difficult matter to find
a man of any property in the country, who is
not concerned in the buying or felling of land,
which may be confidered in America as an
article of trade.

In a large «city, like Philadelphia, where
people are affembled together from fo many
different quarters, there .cannot fail to be a
great diverfity in the manners of the inhabi-
tants. It is a remark, however, very generally
made, not only by foreigners, but alfo by per-
{fons from other parts of the United States,
that the Philadelphians are extremely defi-
.cient in hofpitality and politenefs towards
ftrangers. Amongit the uppermoft circles in
Philadelphia, pride, haughtinefs, and oftenta-
tion are confpicuous; and it {eems as if nothing
«could make them happier than that an order
.of nebility fhould be eftablifhed, by which
they might be exalted above their fellow ci-
tizens, as much as they are in their own con-
ceit. In the manners of the people in general
there is a coldnefs and referve, as if they were
fufpicious of fome defigns againit them, which

C3 chills
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chills to the very heart thofe who come to,
vifit them. In their private {ocicties a zriffeffe
is apparent, near which mirth and galety can
never approach. It is no unufual thing, in the
genteeleft houfes, to fee a large party of from
twenty to thirty perfons aflembled, and feated
round a room, without partaking of any other
amufement than what arifes from the conver-
fation, moft frequently in whif{pers, that paffes
between the two perfons who are feated next
to ecach other. The party meets between fix
and feven in the evening; tea is ferved with
much form ; and at ten, by which time moft
of the company are wearied with hiving re-
mained fo long ftationary, they return to their
owo homes. Still, however, they are not
firangers to mufic, cards, or dancing ; their
knowledge of mufic, indeed, isat a very low
ebb; but in vuncing, which appears to be
their moft favourite amufement, they cer-
tairly excel.

The women, in general, whilft young, are
very pretty; put by the time they become mo-
thers of a little family they lofe all their beauty,
their complexions fade away, their teeth begin
to decay, and they hardly appear like the fame
creatures. In a few inftances cnly it would be
poflible to find 2 fine woman of the age of
forty, who has had a large family. ‘The fud-
den decay of the teeth isa circumftance which

ha

(%2}
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has engaged the attention of the faculty; both
men and women, American born, lofing them
very generally at an early age. Some aicribe
it to the great and {fudden changes in the wea-
ther, from heat to cold; but negroes, who are
expofed to the fame tranfition of climate, are
diftinguithed for the whitenefs and beauty of
their teeth; and the Indians alfe, who are
more expofed than either, preferve their teeth
in geod order.  Others attribute it to the im-
moderate uiz of confectionary. Of confeltion-
ary, the Americans in the towns certainly
make an inordinate ufe ; but in the country,
where the people have not an opportunity of
getting fuch things, the men, but more ge=
nerally the wemen, alfo lofe their teeth very
prematurely. Mot probably it is owing to
the very general ufs they make of falted pro-
vificns. In the couatry parts of America in
particular, the people live upon falted pork and
falted fith pearly the whole year round.

It is only within a few years paft, fince
1779, that any public amufements have been
fuffered in this city ; the old cerporation,
which confifted moftly of the Quakers, and
not of the moft liberal minded people in the
city, having always oppoled the eftablithment
of any place for the purpofe. INow, Lhowever,
there are two threatres and an amphitheatic.
Little or no ufe is made of the old theatre,

Cq which



24 'TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMERICA:

which is of wood, and a very indifferent build-
ing. The new one is built of brick, and
neatly fitted up within; but it is hardly large
enough for the town. A fhocking cuftom
obtains here of fmoking tobacco in the houfe,
which at times is carried to fuch an excefs,
that thofe to whom it is difagreeable are
under the neceflity of going away. To the
people in the pit, wine and porter are brought
between the acts, precifely as if they were
in a tavern. The alors are procured, with
a very few exceptions, from Great Britain
and Ireland; none of them are very emi-
nent perforasers, but they are equal te what
are ufueily met with In the country towns
of Englaind. The amphitheatre is built of
wood ; equeftrian and other exercifes are per-
formed there, {imilar to thofe at Aftley’s,
Dancing atffemblies are held regularly every
fortnizht through the wister, and occalionally
there arc public conceits.

During fummer, the people that can make
1t convenlent retire to country houifes in the
ncighbourhood of the town, and all public
and “vivete amufements ceafe 3 winter is the
feafon for them, the Congrefs being then af-
tembled, and trade not being fo clofely at-
tended to, as the navigation of the river is then
commonly impeded by ice.

The prefident finds it neceflary, in general,

to
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to come to Philadelphia preparatory to the
meeting of concrefs, and refides there during
the whole of the feflion. Once in the week,
during hi's ftay in the city, he has levees, be-
tween the hours of three and four in the af-
ternoon. At thefe he always appears himfelf
in a court drefs, and 1t is expelted that the
foreign minifters fhould always attend in the
{ame ftyle; this they conftantly do, excepting
the French minifter, who makes a point of
going in a difhabille, not to fay worfe of it.
Other perfons are at liberty to go as they think
proper.  Mrs. Vafhington, alio, his a draw-
ing room once every week. On this occafion
the lrdies are feated in great form round the
apariment, and tea, coffee, &c. ferved *.
Philadelphia is the grand refidence of the
Quakers in America, but their number does
not bear the fame proportion now to that of
the other citizens which it did formerly. At
prefent they form about one fourth only of the
inhabitants, This does not arife from any di-
minution of the number of Quakers, on the
contrary they have confiderably increald, bat

* Whether the levee is kept up by the prefent profilent, or

not, I have not heard. Many objeltions were mzde to it by
the democratic party during the adminiftration of General
Wathington, as being inconfiffent with the fpirit of a republican
government, and deflru@ive of that équality which oaght to
reign amonglt the citizens of every clafs, ’
from
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from the great influx into the city of perfons
of a different perfuafion. Belonging to the
Quakers there are five places for public wor-
thip; to the Prefbyterians and Seceders fix;
to the Englith Epifcopalians three; to Ger-
man Lutherans two; to the Roman Catholics
four; and one refpe@ively to the Swedifh
Lutherans, Moravians, Baptifts, Univerfal
Baptitts, Methodifts, and Jews. On a Sun-
day every citizen appears well drefled ; the
lower claffes of the people in particular are
remarkably well clothed. This is a great
day alfo for little excurfions into the coun-
try.

The carriages made ufe of in Philadelphia
confift of coaches, chariots, chaifes, coachees,
and light waggons, the greater part of which
are built in Philadelphia. The egunipages of a
few individuals are extremely oftentatious;
nor does there appear in any that neatnefs
and elegance which might be expected
amongft a fet of people that are defirous of
imitating the fathions of England, and that
are continually getting models over from that
country. The coachee is a carriage peculiar,
I believe, to America; the body of it is rather
longer than that of a coach, but of the fame

fhape. In the front it is left quite open down
to the bottom, and the driver fits on a bench

under the roof of the carriage. There are

two
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and liberty as thofe of the neighbouring coun-
try; and that whatever fthe might lofe by
expofing herfelf to the horrors of a fanguinary
war, fhe could gain no eflential or immediate
advantages whatfoever, by afferting her own
independence.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.

Luke Hanfard, Printer, o
@eat Turnfile, Lincoln’s-Inn Fields
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two {feats in it for the paflengers, who {it with
their faces towards the horfes. The roof is
fupported by fmall props, which are placed at
the corners.  On each fide of the doors,
above the pannels, it is quite open, and to
guard againit bad weather there are curtains,
which are madz to let down from the roof, and
faften to buttons placed for the purpofe on the
outfide. There is alfo a leathern curtain to
hang occafionally between the driver and
paflengers.

The light waggons are on the fame con-
{tru&ion, and are calculated to accommodate
from four to twelve people. The only dif-
ference between a fmall waggonand a coachee
is, that the latter is better finifhed, has var-
nithed . pannels, and doors at the fide, The
former bhas no doors, but the paflengers
fcramble 1n the beft way they can, over the
feat of the driver. The waggons are ufed uni-
verfally for ftage carriages.

The accommodations at the taverns, by
which name they call all inns, &ec. are very
indifferent in Philadelphia, as indeed they are,
with a very few exceptions, throughout the
country. The mode of conduliing them is
nearly the fame every where, The traveller
is fhewn, on arrval, into a rooin which
comron to every perfon in the houfe, and
which is generally the one fet apart for

breakfaft,
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breakfaft, dinner, and fupper. All the ftrangers
that, happen to be in the houfe fit down to
thefe meals promifcuoufly, and, excepting in
the large towns, the family of the heufe alfo
forms a part of the company. 1t is {feldom
that a private parlour or drawing room can be
procured at any of the taverns, even in the
towns ; and it is always with relu@ance that
breakfaft or dinner is ferved up feparately to
any individual. If a fingle bed room can be
procured, more ought not to be looked for;
but it is not always that even this is to be
had, and thofe who travel through the coun-
try muft often fubmit to be crummed into
rooms where there is fcarcely fufficient fpace
to walk between the beds *.  Strangers who
remain for any length of time in the large
towns moft ufually go to private boarding
houfes, of which great numbers are to be met
with. Tt 1s always a difficult matter to pro-
cure furnifhed lodgings without paying for
board.

* Having flopped one night at Elkton, on ‘my journey to
Baltimore in the public carriage, my frft enquiries from the
landlord, on alighting, as there were many paflengers in the
flage, were to know what accommodation his houfe afforded.
He feemed moch furprized that any enquiries fhould be made
on fuc.h a fubje&, and with much confequen‘ce told me, I need
not give myfelf any trouble abour the extent of his accommo-
-dations, as he had-no lefs than elrven beds in oze of his rooms.

A
At
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At all the taverns, both in town and coun-
try, but particularly in the latter, the attend-
ance is very bad; indeed, excepting in the
fouthern ftates, where there are fuch great
numbers of negroes, it is a matter of the utmoft
difficulty to procure domeftic fervants of any
defcription. The generality of fervants that
are met with in Philadelphia are emigrant
Europeans; they, however, for the moft part,
only remain in fervice until they can fave a
little money, when they conftantly quit their
mafters, being led to do fo by that defire for
independence which is fo natural to the mind
of man, and which every perfon in America
may enjoy that will be induftrious. The few
that remain fteady to thofe who have hired
them are retzined at moft exorbitant wages.
As for the Americans, none but thofe of the
mofit indifferent characters ever enter into fer-
vice, which they confider as fnitable only to
negroes ; the negroes again, in Pe:nfylvania
and in the other ftates where fleps have been
taken for the gradual abolition of flavery, are
taught by the Quakers to look upon them-
felves in every refpect as equal to their white
brethren, and they endeavour to imitate them
by being faucy. Itis the fame both with males
and females. I muft here obferve, that amengit
the generality of the lower fort of people in
the United States, and particularly amongit

thoie
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thofe of Philadelphia, there is a want of good
manners which excites the furprize of almoft
every foreigner; I wifh alfo that it may not
be thought that this remark has been made,
merely becaufe the fame deference and the
fame refpectful attention, which we fee fo
commonly paid by the lower orders of people
in Great Britain and Ireland to thofe who are
in a fituation {fomewhat fuperior to them-
felves, is not alfo paid in America to perfons
in the fame ftation; it is the want of com-
mon civility I complain of, which it is always
defirable to behold between man and man, let
their fituations in life be what they may, and
which is not contrary to the di¢tates of na-
ture, or to the {pirit of genuine liberty, as it
is obfervable in the behaviour of the wild
Indians that wander through the forefts of this
vaft continent, the moft free and independent
of all human beings. In the United States,
however, the lower clafles of people will re-
turn rude and impertinent anfwers to queftions
couched in the moft civil terms, and will infult
a perfon that bears the appearance of a gen-
tleman, on purpofe to thew how much they
confider themfelves upon an equality witfl
him. Civility cannot be purchafed from them
on any terms; they feem to think that it is
incompatible with freedom, and that there s
no other way of convincing a ftranger that he

is
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isreally in a land of liberty, but by being furly
and ill mannered in his prefence.

LETTER I

Fourney to Balrimore.— Deftription of the Coun-
try about Philadelpbia.—Flating Bridges
over the Schuylkill, bow confiructed — Mills

. in Brandy-wine Creel.—Improvement in the
Machinery of Flour Mills 12 America.——
Town of Wilmington.—Log Houfées.—Bad
Roads.—Fine Proﬁb’éﬁ&—-l—bw relifbed by
Americans.—T averns.—Sufguelannabh Ri-
vero——%own of Baltimore.—Plan of the
Town.—Harbour. — Public and  private
Buildings.— Inbabitants.—Country between
Baltimore and Wafbington.— Execrable Roads.

MY DEAR SIR, ‘Wathington, November,
N the 16th of November I left Philadel-
phia for Baltimore. ‘The only J{node of
conveyance which offers for a traveller, who
is-not provided with his own horfes or car-
riage, is the public ftage waggon ; it is pof-
fible, indeed, to procure a private carriage at
Philadelphia to go on to Baliimore, for which
a great price is always demanded; but there
is no fuch thing as biring a carriage or horfes
from flage to ftage. The country about Phi-
ladelphia is well cultivated, and it abounds with

neat
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neat country houfes; but it has a bare appear-
ance, being almolt totally firipped of the trees,
which have been cut down without mercy
for firing, and to make way for the plough;
neither are there any hedges, an idea prevail.
ing that they impoverifh the land wherever
they zre planted. The fences are all of the
common poft and rail, or of the angular kind.
Thefe laft are made of rails about eight or
nine feet long, roughly fplit out of trees, and
placed horizontally above one another, as the
bars of a gate; but each ticr of rails, or gate as
it were, inftead of being on a ftraight line with
the one next toit, is put in a different di-
rection, {0 as to form an angle fuflicicat to per-
mit the ends of the ralis of one tier to reft
fteadily on thofe of the next. As theiz fences,
from their ferpentine courfe occupy at leaft
fix times as much groui:d as & common poit
and rail fence, and require alio a great deal
more wood, they are moflly aid afide when-
ever land and timber become obje&s of im-
portance, as they foon do in ithe neighbonr-
hood of large towns.

The road to Baltimore is over the loweft of
three floating bridges, which have been thrown
acrofs the river Schuylkill, in the neighbour-
hood of Philadelphia. The view on pafling
this river, which is about two hundred and
fifty yards wide, is beautiful. The banks on

each
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each fide are high, and for many miles above
afford the moft delightful fituations for villas.
A very elegant one, laid out in the Englith
tafte, is feen on pafling the river juft above the
bridge. Adjoining to it are public gardens,
and a houfe of entertainment, with feveral
good rooms, to which the citizens of Phila-
delphia refort in great numbers during the
fummer feafon.

The floating bridges are formed of large
trees, which are placed in the water tranf-
verfely, and chained together ; beams are then
laid lengthways upon thefe, and the whole
boarded over, to render the way convenient
for paffengers. On each fide there is a railing.
When very heavy carriages go acrofs thefe
bridges, they fink a few inches below the fur-
face of the water; but the paffage is by no
means dangerous. They are kept in an even
diretion acrofs the river, by means of chains
and anchors in different parts, and are alfo
ftrongly fecured on both fhores. Over that
part of the river where the channel lies, they
are fo contrived that a piece can be removed
to allow veflels to pafs through. Thefe bridges
are frequently damaged, and fometimes en-
tircly carried away, during floods, at the break«
ing up of winter, efpecially if there happens
to be much ice floating in the river. To guard
againft this, when danger is apprehended and

Vor. L, D the
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the flood does not come on too rapidly, they
unfaften all the chains by which the bridge is
confined in its proper place, and then let the
whole float down with the flream to a conve-
nient part of the fhere, where it can be hauled
up and fecured.

The country, after paffing the Schuylkill,
is pleafingly diverfified with rifing grounds and
woods, and appears to be in a good ftate of
cultivation. The firft town of any note which
you come to is Chefter, fifteen miles from
Philadelphia ; this town contains about fixty
dwellings, and is remarkable for being the
place where the firft colonian affembly fat.
From the neighbourhood of this town there is
a very grand view of the river Delaware,

About half a mile before you come to
Wilmington is Brandy-wine River, remark-
able for its mills, no lefs than thirteen being
built almoft clofe to each other wupon it.
The water, juft above the bridge which is
thrown over it, comes tumbling down with
great violence over a bed of rocks ; and feats,
at a very trifling expenfe, could be made for
three times the number of mills already built.
Veflels carrying 1,000 buthels of wheat can
come clofe up to them, and by means of
machinery their cargoes are received from,
or delivered to them in a very expeditious
manner. Among the mills, fome are for flour,

fome
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fome for fawing of wood, and others for {ftone.
The improvements which have been made in
the machinery of the flour mills in America
are very great. The chief of thefe confift
in a new application of the fcrew, and the
introdu&ion of what are called elevators, the
idea of which was evidently borrowed from
the chain pump. The fcrew is made by
fticking fmall thin pieces of board, about
three inches long and two wide, into a cy-
linder, {o as to form the {piralline. This {fcrew
is placed in a horizontal pofition, and by turn-
ing on its axis it forces wheat or flour from
one end of a trough to the other. For in-
ftance, in the trough which receives the meal
immediately coming from the ftones, a fcrew
of this kind is placed, by which the meal is
forced on, to the “diftance of fix or ei»bt {iet
perhaps, into a refervoir; from thence, with-
out any manual labour, it is conveyed to the
very top of the mill by the elevators, which
confift of a number of fmall buckets of the
fize of tea-cups, attached to a long band that
goes round agwheel at the top, and another
at the bottom of the mill. As the band re-
volves round the wheels, thefe buckets dip
into the refervoir of wheat or flour below,
and take their loads up to the top, where
they empty themfelves as they turn round the
upper wheel. The elevators are-inclofed in

D2 {quare
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{quare wooden tubes, to prevent them from
catching in any thing, and alfo to prevent
duft. By means of thefe two fimple con-
trivances no manual labour is required from
the moment the wheat is taken to the mill
till it is converted into flour, and ready to be
packed, during the various procefles of {creen-
ing, grinding, fifting, &c.

Wilmington is the capital of the ftate of
Delaware, and contains about fix hundred
houfes, which are chiefly of brick. The
ftreets are laid out on a plan fomewhat fimilar
to that of Philadelphia. There is nothing
very interefting in this town, and the country
round about it is flat and infipid. Elkton,
twenty-one miles diftant from Wilmington,
and the firft town in Maryland, contains about
ninety indifferent houfes, which are built
without any regularity ; it is a dirty difagree-
able place. In this neighbourhood I firft
took notice of log-houfes; thofe which I
had hitherto feen having been built either of
brick or ftone, or elfe conftruéted with wocden
frames, ftheathed on the outfide with boards.
The log-houfes are cheaper than any others
in a country where there is abundance of
wood, and generally are the firft that are
ereted on a new {ettlement in America. The
fides confift of trees juft {quared, and placed
horizontally one upon the other; the ends

of
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of the logs of one fide refting alternately on
the ends of thofe of the adjoining fides, in
notches; the interftices between the logs are
ftopped with clay; and the roof is covered
with boards or with thingles, which are fmall
pieces of wood in the fhape of flates or tiles,
and which are ufed for that purpofe, with a
few exceptions, throughout America. Thefe
habitations are not very fightly, but when
well built they are warm and comfortable,
and laft for a long time.

A confiderable quantity of wheat and In-
dian corn is raifed in this neighbourhood, "to
the production of which the foil is favourable ;
but the beft cultivated parts of the country
are not feen from the road, which paffes
chiefly over barren and hilly trad&s, called
“ ridges.” The reafon for carrying the road
over thefe is, becau(e it is found to laft longer
than if carried over the flat partof the country,
where the foil is deep, a circumftance which
the people of Maryland always take into
confideration; for after a road is once cut, they
never take pains to keep it in good repair.
The roads in this ftate are worfe than in
any one in the Union; indeed fo very bad
are they, that on going from Elkton to the
Sufquehannah ferry, the driver frequently had
to call to the paflengers in the ftage, to lean
out of the carriage firft at one fide, then at

D3 the
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the other, to prevent it from overletting in
the deep ruts with which the road abounds:
« Now, gentlemen, to the right;” upon
which the paffengers all ftretched their bedies
half way out of the carriage to balance it on
that fide: “ Now, gentlemen, to the left,”
and fo on. This was found abfolutely ne-
eeflary a: lealt a dozen times in half the num-
ber of miles. Whenever they attempt to
mend thefe roads, it is always by filling the
ruts with faplings or buthes, and covering
them over with earth. This, however, 1s done
only when there are fields on each fide of the
road. If the road runs contiguous to a wood,
then, inftead of mending it where it is bad, they
open a new paflage through the trees, which
they call making a road. It is very common
in Maryland to fee fix or feven different roads
branching out from one, which all lead to
the fame place. A ftranger, before he is ac-
quainted with this circumitance, is ﬁ'equently
puzzied to know which he ought to take.
The dexterity with which the drivers of the
ftages guide their horfes along thefe new
roads, which are full of ftumps of trees, is
aftonifhing, yet to appearance they are the
moft awkward drivers poffible ; it is more by
the different noifes which they make, than by
their reins, that they manage their horfcs.
Charlefton
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Tharlefton ftands at a few milzs diftance
from Elkton; there are abcut twenty houfes
only in it, which are inhabited chiefly by peo-
ple who carry on a herring fithery. Beyond
it the country is much diverfified with hill
and dale, and the f{oil being but of an inuif-
ferent quality, the lands are fo little cicared,
that in many parts the road winds through
uninterrupted woods for four or five miks to-
gether. The fcenery in this neighbourbood is
extremely interefting. From the top of the
hills you meet with numberlefs bold and ex-
tenfive profpects of the Chefapeak Bay and of
the river Sufquehannah; and fcarcely do you
crofs a valley without beholding in the depths
of the wood the waters of fome little creek or
rivulet ruthing over ledges of rock in a beau-
tiful cafcade. The generality of Americans
ftare with aftonifhment at a perfon who can
feel any delight at paffling through fuch acoun-
try as this. To them the fight of a wheat
field or a cabbage garden would convey plea-
fure far greater than that of the moft romantic
woodland views. They have an unconquerable
averfion to trees; and whenever a fettlement
is made, they cut away all before them with- |
out mercy; not one is fpared; all {hare the
fame fate, and are involved in the general
havoc. It appears ftrange, that in a country
where the rays of the fun a&t with fuch pro-

D4 digious
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digious power, fome few trees near the habita-
tions fhould not be {pared, whofe foilage might
afford acooling thade during the parching heats
of fummer; and I have oftentimes exprefled
my aftonithment that none were ever left for
that purpofe. Inanfwer I have generally been
told, that they could not be left ftanding near

a houfe without danger. The trees it feems
in the American forefts have but a very flen-
der hold in the ground, confidering their im-
menfe height, fo that when two or three fully
grown are deprived of thelter in confequence
of the others which ftood around them being
cut down, they are very apt to be levelled by
the firft ftorm that chances to' blow. This,
however, would not be the cafe with trees of
a fmall growth, which might fafely be fpared,
and which would foon afford an agreeable
fhade if the Americans thought proper to leave
them ftanding: but the fact of the matter is,
that from the face of the country being en-
tirely overfpread with trees, the eyes of the
people become fatiated with the fight of them.
The ground cannot be tilled, nor can the
inhabitants {upport themfelves, till they are
removed ; they are locked upon as a nuifance,
and the man that can cut down the largeft
number, and have the fields about his houfe
moft clear of them, is looked upon as the
moft induftrious citizeh, and the one that is

' making
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making the greateft improvements * in the
country.

Every ten or twelve miles upon this road
there are taverns, which are all built of wood,
and much in the fame ftile, with a porch in
front the entire length of the houfe. Few of
thefe taverns have any figns, and they are
only to be diftinguithed from the other houfes
by the number of handbills pafted up on the
walls near the door. They take their name,
not from the fign, but from the perfon who
keeps them, as Jones’s, Brown’s, &c. &c. All
of them are kept nearly in the fame manner.
At each houfe there are regular hours for
breakfaft, dinner, and {upper, and if a traveller
arrives fomewhat before the time appointed for
any one of thefe, it is in vain to call for a fe-
parate meal for himfelf; he muft wait pa-
tiently till the appointed hour, and then fit
down with the other guefls that may happen
to be in the houfe. Breakfafts are generally
plentifully ferved ; there is tea, coffee, and
different forts of bread, cold falt meat, and,
very commonly befides, beef fteaks, fried fifh,

* I have heard of Americans landing on barren parts of the
north weft coalt of Ireland, and evincing the greateft furprife
and pleafure at the beauty and improved ftate of the country,
“ {0 clear of trees!!”

&c.
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&c. &c.4. The charge made for breakfaft is

nearly the fame as that for dinner.

This part of Maryland abounds with iton
ore, which is of a quality particularly well
adapted for cafting. The ore is found in banks
fo near the furface of the earth that there is
never occafion to fink a fhaft to get atit.
Near Charlefton there is a {inall foundery for
cannon. The cannon are bored by water. As
I pafled by, they were making twenty-four-
pounders, two of which I was informed they
finithed every week. The iron is extremely
tough ; very few of the guns burft on being
proved.

The Sufquehannah river is crofled, on the
way to Baltimore, at a ferry five miles above
its entrance into the Chefapeak. “The river
is here about a mile and a quarter wide, and
deep enough for any veflels; the banks are
high and thickly wooded, and the fcenery is
grand and pic¢turefque. A fmall town called
Havre de Grace, which contains about forty
houfes, ftands on this river at the ferry. A
petition was prefented to congrefs the lait year
to have it made a port of entry; butat prefent

+ The landlady always prefides at the head of the table to
make the tea, or a female fervant attends for that purpofe at
breakfalt and in the evening; and at many taverns in the
conntry the whole of the family fit down to dinner with
the guells,

there



BALTIMORE. 43

there is very little trade carried on there. A
few fhips are annually built in the neighbour-
hood. From hence to Baltimore the coun-
try is extremely poor ; the foil is of a yellow
gravel mixed with clay, and the roads exe-
crable. )

Baltimore is fuppofed to centiin about fix-
teen thoufand inhabitants, and though not the
capital of the ftate, is the largeft town in Mary=
land, and the moft confiderable place of trade
in North America, after Philadelphia and New
York. The plan of the town is fomewhat
fimilar to that of Philadelphia, moft of the
ftreets crofling each other at right angles.
'The main fireet, which runs eaft and weit
nearly, is about eighty feet wide; the others are
from forty to fixty feet. The ftreets are not
all paved, fo that when it rains heavily they
are rendered almoft impaffable, the foil being
a ftiff yellow clay, which retains the water a
long time. On the fouth fide of the town is
a harbour commonly called the Bafon, which
affords about nine feet water, and is large
enough to contain two thoufand fail of mer-
chant veflels. There are wharfs and ftores
along it, the whole length of the town ; but
asa partfcular wind is neceflary to enable thips
to get out of this bafon, by far the greater
number of thofe which enter the port of Bal-
timore ftop at a harbour which is formed by

a neck
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a neck of land near the mouth of the bafon,
called Fell’'s Point. Here alfo wharfs have
been built, alongfide which velffels of fix hun-
dred tons burthen can lie with perfect fafety.
Numbers of perfons have been induced to fet-
tle on this Point, in order to be contiguous to
the fhipping. Upwards of feven hundred
houfes have already been built there, and re-
gular {treets laid out,with 2 large market plaee.
Thefe houfes, generally fpeaking, are con-
fidered as a part of Baltimore, but to all ap-
pearance they form a feparate town, being
upwards of a mile diftant from the other part
of the town. In the neighbourhood, Fell’s
Point and Baltimore are {poken of as diftin&
and feparate places. Fell’s Point is chiefly the
refidence of feafaring people, and of the
younger partners of mercantile houfes, who

are {tationed there to attend to the fhipping.
The greater number of private houfes in
Baltimere are of brick, but many, particularly
in the {kirts of the town, are of wood. In
-fome of the new flreets a few appear to be
well built, but in general the houfes are fiall,
heavy, and inconvenient. As for the public
buildings, there are none worthy of being men-
tioned. The churches and places for public
worfhip are ten in number ; one refpeltively
for Epifcopalians, Prefbyterians, German Lu-
therane, German Calvinifts, Reformed Ger-
mans,
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mans, Nicolites or New Quakers, Baptifts,
Roman Catholics, and two for Methodiits.
The Prefbyterian church, which has lately
been ere@ted, is the beft building among them,
and indeed the handfomeft building in town.
It is of brick, with a portico in front fup-
ported by fix pillars of ftone.

They have no lefs than three incorporated
banks in this town, and the number of notes
iffued from them is fo great, as almoft to pre=~
clude the circulation of fpecie. Some of the
notes are for as fmall a fum as a fingle dollar,
and being much more portable than filver,
are genemally preferred. As for gold, it is
very {carce ; I hardly ever met with it during
two months that I remained in Maryiand.

Amongl(t the inhabitants of Baltimore are
to be found Englifh, Irifh, Scotch, and French.
The Irith appear to be moft numerous; and
‘many of the principal me. 2w in town arg
in the number. Since zhe s, a great many
‘French bave arrived voth [rom France and
from the Weft India Iands. With a few
exceptions the inhabitants are all engaged in
trade, which is clofely attended to. They
arc moftly plain people, {-.1able however
amongft themfelves, and very friendly and
hol(pitable towards firangers.  Cards and dan-
cing are favourite amufements, both in pri-
vate and at public affemblies, ‘which are held

every
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every fortnight. There are two theatres here,
in which there are performances occafionally.
The oldeft of them, which ftands in the road to
Fell’s Point,is moft wretched, andappears little
better than a heap of loofe boards; for a long
time it lay quite negle¢ted, but has lately
been fitted up for a company of French a&ors,
the only one I ever heard of in the country.
Baltimore, like Philadelphia, has fuffered from
the ravages of the yellow fever. During the
autumn it is generally unhealthy, and thofe
who can afford it retire to country feats in the
neighbourhood, of which {fome are moft de-
lightfully fituated.

From Baltimore to Wathington, which is
forty miles diftant, the country wears but a
poor appearance. The f{oil in fome parts con=-
fifts of a yellow clay mixed with gravel; in
other parts it is very fandy. In the neighbour-
hood of the creeks and between the hills are
patches of rich black earth, called Bottoms,
the trees upon which grow to a large fize;
but where there is gravel they are very fmall.
The roads paffing over thefe bottoms are
worfe than any I ever met with elfewhere. In
driving over one of them, near the head wa-
ters of a branch of Patuxent river, a few days
after a heavy fall of rain, the wheels of a fulky
which I was in funk up to the very boxes.

9 For
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For a moment I defpaired of being able to
get out without affiftance, when my horfe,
which was very powerful, finding himfelf im-
peded, threw himfelf upon his haunches, and
difengaging his fore-feet, made a vigorous
plunge forwards, which luckily difengaged
both himfelf and the {fulky, and freed me
from my embarrafiment. I was afterwards in-
formed that General Wathington, as he was
going to meet congrefs a fhort time before, was
ftopped in the very fame place, his carriage
finking fo deep in the mud that it was found
neceflary to fend to a neighbouring houfe for
ropes and poles to extricate it. Over {fome of
the bottoms, which were abfolutely impaflable
in their natural flate, caufeways have been
thrown, which are made with large trees laid
fide by fide acrofs the road. For a time thefe
caufeways afford a commodious paflage; but
they do not laft long, as many of the trees
fink into the foft foil, and others, expofed
to the continual attrition of waggon wheels
ina particular part, breaking afunder. In this
ftate, full of unfeen obftacles, it is abfolutely
a matter of danger for a perfon unacquainted
with the road to attempt to drive a carriage
along it. The bridges over the creeks, co-
vered with loofe boards, are as bad as the
caufeways, and totter as a carriage paffes over.

That
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That the legiflature of Maryland can be fo
inadtive, and not take fome ﬁeps'to repair
this, which is one of the principal roads in the
ftate, the great road from north to fouth, and
the high road to the City of Wathington, is
moft wonderful !
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LETTER 1V,

Foundation of the City of Wafbington— Not
readily agreed to by different States— Choice
of the Ground left to General Wafbington.
—Circumflances to be confidered in chufirg the
Ground.—The Spot ﬁvea’ upon, central to all
the States.—Alfo remarkably advantageoufly
Jituated  for Trade—Nature of the Back
Country Trade.—Summary View of the prin-
cipal Trading Towns in the United States.—
Thewr profperity foewn to depend on the Back
Country Trade.—Defcription of tle DPa-
towmac River—Its Conneélion wizl other
Rewers  pointed  out.— Prodivisus Lxtent of
the Water Communication firom Fafblogion
City in all Direttions—Couniry Ity o
trade immediately with Welington.—Situa-
tion of Wafbington.—Plin of tie City—m
Public Buillings.—Some begun, otbers pro-
Jested—Capital  Prefident’s Houfé-—Fotel.
~—Stone a.id other buiicing Marerials found
m the Neishbourdond—Private Houfes and
Inbabitaris ar prefire in the Citvo—Dif-
Jerent Opindons r 5 vr the future Greai
nefs of the City—IDnpediments throwen in the
Way of its Improveipento—=F"hat o5 givei

rife to this.
MY DEAR SIR, Wathington, November.
HE City of Wathington, or The Fe-
deral Clty, as 1t 1s indifcriminately called,
‘was laid out in the year 1792, and is -€x-
Vor. L. E prefsly
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prefsly defigned for being the metropolis of
‘the United States, and the feat of the federal
government. In the year 1800 the congrefs
is to meet there for the firft time. As the
foundation of this city has attracted the at-
tention of {fo many people in Europe, and as
fuch very different opinions are entertained
about it, I fhall, in the following pages, give
you a brief account of its rife and progrefs.
Shortly after the clofe of the American
war, confiderable numbers of the Pennfylva-
nian line, or of the militia, with arms in
their hands, furrounded the hall in which the
congrefs was aflembled at Philadelphia, and
with vehement menaces infifted upon imme-
diate appropriations of money being made to
difcharge the large arrears due to them for
their paft fervices, 'The members, alarmed
at fuch an outrage, refolved to quit a ftate
in which they met with infult inftead of pro-
te&tion, and quickly adjourned to New York,
where the feflion was terminated. A fhort
time afterwards, the propriety was ftrongly
urged in congrefs, of fixing upon fome place
for the meeting of the legiflature, and for the
feat of the general government, which thould
be fubject to the laws and regulations of the
congrefs alone, in order that the members, in
future, might not have to depend for their per-
fonal fafety, and for their freedom of delibe-
ration, upon the good or bad police of any in-
dividual
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dividual ftate. ‘This idea of making the
place, which fhould be chofen for the meeting
of the legiflature, independent of the parti-
cular ftate to which it might belong, was far-
ther corroborated by the following argument:
That as the feveral ftates in the union were
in fome meafure rivals to each other, although
connected together by certain ties, if any one
of them was fixed upon for the feat of the ge~
neral government in preference, and thus raifed
to a ftate of pre-eminence, it might perhaps
be the occafion of great jealoufy amongft the
others. Every perfon was convinced of the
expediency of preferving the union of the
ftates entire ; it was apparent, therefore, that
the greateft precautions ought to be taken to
remove every fource of jealoufy from amongtt
them, which might tend, though remotely, to
produce a feparation. In fine, it was abfo-
lutely neceffary that the feat of government
fhould be made permanent, as the removal of
the public offices and thie archives from place
to place could not but be attended with many
and very great inconveniences.

However, notwithftanding this meafure ap-
peared to be beneficial to the intereft of the
union at large, it was not until after the re«
volution, by which the prefent federal con-
ftitution was eftablithed, that it was acceded

to on the part of all the ftates. Pennfyl-
Eo2 vania,
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vania in particular, confcious of her being a
principal and central flate, and therefore likely
to be made the feat of government if this
new project was not carried into execution,
was feremoft in the oppofition. At laft the
compiied; but it was only on condition that
the congrels thould meet at Philadelphia until
the new city was ready for its reception, flat-
tering herfelf that there would be fo many ob-
j@&ions aftervards to the removal of the feat
of government, and fo roeny difficulties in
putting the projet into execution, that it
would finally be rclinquithed. To the difcri-
minating judgment of General Wathington,
then prefident, it was left to determine upon
the {pot belt calculated for the federal city.
After mature deliberation he fixed upon a
fituation on tte banks of the Patowmac River,
a iituation which feems to be marked out by
nature, not only for a large city, but ex-
prewsly for the feat of the metropolis of the
Uaitad States.

In the choice of the fpot, there were two
principal confiderations : Firft, that it thould
be as central as poifible in refpe@ to cvery
{tate in the union ; fecondly, that it {hould be
advantageoully fituated for commerce, without
which it could not be expeted that the city
voould ever be diftinguithed for fize or for
{fplendour; and it was to be fuppolsd, that

9 the
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the people of the United States would be de-
firous of having the metropolis of the coun-’
try as magnificent as it poflibly could be.
Thefe two eflential points are moft happily
combined in the f{pot which has been
chofen.

The northern and fouthern extremities of
the United States are in 46° and 31° north Ja-
titude. The latitude of the new city is 38° 53’
north;fothat it is within twenty-three minutes
of being exactly betwéen the two extremities.
In no part of Nortlr America either is there a
port fituated fo far up the country to the weft-
ward, excepting what belongs to Great Britain
on the river St. Lawrence, its diftance from
the ocean being no lefs than two hundred and
eighty miles. A more central fituation could
certainly have been fixed upon, by going fur-
ther to the weftward ; but had this been done,
it muft have been an inland one, which would
have been very unfavourable for trade. The
fize of all towns in America has hitherto been
proportionate to their trade, and particularly
to that carried on with the back fettlements.
This trade confifts in fupplying the people of
the weftern parts of the United States, or the
back fettlements, with certain articles of fo-
reign manufacture, which they do not find any
intereft in fabricating for themfelves at pre-
fent; nor is it to be fuppofed that they will,

E 3 for
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for many years to come, while land remains
cheap, and thefe articles can be imported and
fent to them on reafonable terms. Thearticles
chiefly in demand confift of hardware, Woollen
cloths, figured cottons, hofiery, haberdathery,
earthen ware, &c. &c. from England; coffee,
rum, fugar*, from the Weft Indies; tea, coarfe
muflins, and calicoes, from the Eaft Indies.
In return for thefe articles, the people of the
back fettlements fend down for exportation
the various kinds of produce which the coun-
try affords : wheat and flour, furs, fkins, rice;
indigo, tobacco, pitch, tar, &c. &c. It is very
evident, therefore, that the beft fituation for a
trading town muift be upon a long navigable
river, fo that the town may be open to the fea,
and thus enabled to carry on a foreign trade,
and at the fame time be enabled, by means of
an extenfive water communication in an op-
pofite direCtion, to trade with the diftant parts
of the country. None of the inland towns
have as yet increafed to a great fize. Lan-
cafter, whichis the largeftin all America, con-
tains only nine hundred houfes, and it is nearly
double the fize of any other inland one.
Neitber do the fea-port towns flourith, which
are not well fituated for carrying on an inland

trade

* Sugar is not fent very far back into the country, zs it is
precvred 2t much lefs expence from the maple-tree.
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trade at the fame time. The truth of this
pofition mufl appear obvious, on taking {urvey

of the principal towns in the United States.
To begin with Bofton, the largeft town
north of New York, and one of the oldeft in
the United States. Though it has a moft ex-
cellent harbour, and has always been 1:habited
by an enterprizing induftrious fet of people, yet
it is now inferior, both in fize and commerce,
to Baltimore, which was little more than the
refidence of a few fithermen thirty years ago ;
and this, becaufe there is no river in the neigh-
bourhood navigable for more than feven miles,
and the weftern parts of the ftate of Maf-
fachufets, of which it is the capital, can be
fupplied with commodities, carried up the
North River, on much better terms than if
the fame commodities were fent by land car-
riage from Bofton. Neither does Bofton in=-
crecafe by any means in the fame proportion
as the other towns, which have an extenfive
trade with the people of the back fettlements.
For the fame caufe we do not find that any
of the {ea-port or other towns in Rhode Ifland
and Conneéticut are increafing very faft; on
the contrary, Newport, the capital of the ftate
of Rhode Ifland, and which has a harbour that
is boafted of as being one of the befl through-
out the United States, is now falling to decay.
Newport contains about one thoufand houfes;
E 4 , none
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none of the other towns between Bofton and
New York contain more than five hundred.

We now come to New York, which enjoys
the double advantages of an excellent harbour-
and alarge navigable river, which opens a com-
munication with the interior parts of the
country ; and here we find a flourithing city,
containing forty thoufand * inhabifants, and
increafing beyond every calculation.  The
North or Hudfon River, at the mouth of which
New York ftands, 1s navigable from thence for
one hundred and thirty miles in large veffels,
and in floops of eighty tons burthen as far
as Albany; fmaller ones go ftill higher. About
nine miles above Albany, the Mohawk River
falls into- the Hudfon, by means of f which,
Wood Creek, Lake Oreida, and Ofwego Rlver,
a communication is opened with Lake Ontario.
In this route there are feveral portages,; but it
.3s a rcute which is much frequented, and
numbers of boats are kept - employed upon it,
in carrying goods whenever the feafon is not
too dry. In long droughts the waters fall {o
much, that oftentimes there is not {ufficient
to float an empty beat. All thefe obfiruions
however may, and will one day or other, be
remedied by the hand of art.  Ofwego river,
before it falls into Lake Ontario, communi-
cates

% Qv taps .
Six inhabitants may be reckoned for every hoafe in the
VUaited Sta.es, '
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cates with the Seneka river, which affordsin
fucceflion an entrance”into the lakes Ceyuca,
Seneka, and Canadaqua. Lake Seneks, the
largeft, is about forty miles in length ; ilpon
it there is a {chooner-rigged veflel of feventy’
tons burthen conftantly employed. The fhores
of thefe lakes are more thickly feitled than
the other part of the adjacent country, but the
population of the whole track lying between
the rivers Genefee and Budfon, which are
about two hundred and fifty miles apart, is ra~
pidly increafing. All this country wefl of the
Hudfon River, together with that to the eaft,
comprehending the back paris of the ftates of
Maflachufets and Conne&icut, and alfo the
entire of the flate of Vermont, are {upplied
with European manufatures and Weft Indian
produce, &c. &c. by way of New York ; not
direGtly from that city, but from Albany,
Hudfon, and other towns on the North River,
which trade wi:h New York, and which are
intermediate pisces for the depofit of goods
pafling to, and coming from the back country.
Albany, indeed, is now beginning herfelf to
mmport goods from the W/ eft Indies; but fill
the bulk of her trade is with New York.
Nothing can ferve more to thew the advan-
tages which accrae to any tows, from an in-
tercourfe with the back country, than the fud-
den progrefs of thefe fecondary places of trade
upon
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upon the North River. At Albany, the num-
ber of houfes is increafing as faft as at New
York ; at prefent there are upwards of eleven
hundred; and in Hudfon city, which was only
Iaid out in the year 1783, therc are now more
than three hundred and twenty dwellings.
"This city is on the eaft fide of the North River,
one hundred and thirty miles above its mouth.
By means allo of the North River and Lake
Champlain, a trade is carried on with Montreal
in Canada.

But to go on with the furvey of the towns
to the fouthward. In New Jerfey, we find
Amboy, fituated at the head of Ruaritan Bay,
a bay not inferior to any throughout the United
States. The greateft encouragements alfo
have been held out by the ftate legiflature, to
merchants who would {fettle there ; but the
town, notwithftanding, remains nearly in the
ftate it was in at the time of the revolution:
fixty houfes are all that it contains. New
Brunfwick, which is built on Raritan River,
about fifteen miles above its entrance into the
bay, carries on a fmall inland trade with the ad-
jacent country ; but the principal part of New
Jerfey is naturally fupplicd with foreign ma-
nufatures, by New York on the one fide, and
by Philadelphia on the other, the towns moft
happily fituated for the purpofe. There are
about two hundred houfes in New Brunfwick,

and
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and about the fame number in Trenton on
Delaware, the capital of the fate.

Philadelphia, the largeft town in the union,
has evidently been raifed to that ftate of pre-
eminence by her extenfive inland commerce.
On one fide is the river Delaware, which is
navigable in floops for thirty-five miles above
the town, and in boats carrying eight or nine
tons one hundred miles further. On the
other fide is the Schuylkill, navigable, except-
ing at the falls, for ninety miles. But the
country bordering upon thefe rivers, is but a
trifling part of that which I/)hiladelphia trades
with, Goods are forwarded to Harrifburgh,
a town fituated on the Sufquehannah, and
from thence fent up that river, and difperfed
throughout the adjoining country. The
eaftern branch of Sufquehannah is navigable
for two hundred and fifty miles above Har-
rifburgh. This place, which in 1786 fcarcely
deferved the name of a village, now contains
upwards of three hundred houfes. By land car-
riage Philadelphia alfo trades with the weftern
parts of Pennfylvania, as far as Pittfburg it-
felf, which is on the Ohio, with the back of
Virginia, and, {trange to tell, with Kentucky,
feven hundred miles diftant.

Philadelphia, however, does not enjoy the
exclufive trade to Virginia and Kentucky ;
Baltimore, which lies more to the fouth,

comes
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comes in for a confiderable fhare, if not for
the greatel:r part of it, and fo that is in-
debted for her fudden rife, and her great fu-
periority over Annapolis, the capital of Mary-
land.  Annapolis, although it has a good
harbour, and was made a port of entry as
long ago as the year 1694, has {carcely any’
trade now. Baltimore, fituated more in the
heart of the country,- has gradually drawn it
all away from her. From Baltimore nearly
the entire of Maryland is furnithed with Eu--
ropean manufaétures. The very flourithing’
ftate of this place has already been men-
tioned.

As the Patowmac river, and the towns
upon it, are to come more particularly under
notice afterwards, we may from hence pafs
on to the other towns in Virginia. With re-
gard to Virginia, however, it is to be ob-
ferved, that the impolitic laws * which have
been enacted in that ftate have thrown a
great damp upon trade ; the Virginians too
have always been more difpofed towards agri-
culture than trade, {o that the towns in that
ftate, fome of which are moft advantageoudly
fituated, have never increafed as they would
have done, had the- country been inhabited by
a cifierent kind of people, and had different

laws

* For fome account of them fee Letter XIIT,

1
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laws confequently exifted; fill however we
thall find .that the moft flourifhing towns in
the flate, are thofe which are open to the fea,
and fitnated moft conveniently at the fame
time for trading with the people of the back
country. On Rappahannock River, for in-
ftance, Tappahannock or Ifobb’s Hole was
laid out at the fame time that Philadelphia
was. Frederickfburgh was built many years
afterwards on the fame river, but thirty miles
higher up, and at the head of that part of it
which was navigable for fea veflels; the con-
fequence of this has been, that Frederick{-
burgh, from being fituated more in the heart
of the country, is now four times as large a
town ag Hobb’s Hole.

York River, from running {o clofely to
James River.on the one fide, and the Rap-
Pahannock on the other, does not afford a
good fituation for a large town. The largeft
town upon it, which is Vork, only contains
{eventy houfes.

Williamfburgh was formerly the capital
of the ftate, and contains about four hundred
houfes ; but inftead of increafing, this town is
going to ruin, and numbers of the houfes at
prefent are uninhabited, which is evidently
on account of its inland fituation. There
is no navigable ftream nearer to it than one
mile and a half, and this is only a {mall

creck,
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creek, which runs into James River. Richs
tnond, on the contrary, which is the prefent
capital of the ftate, has increafed very faft, be-
caufe it {tands on a large navigable river; yet
Richmond is no more than an intermediate
place for the depofit of goods paffing to and
from the back country, veflels drawing more
than feven feet water being unable to come
up to the town.

The principal place of trade in Virginia
is Norfolk. This town has a good harbour,
and is enabled to trade with the upper parts
of the country, by means of James River,
near the mouth of which it ftands. By land
al{o a brifk trade is carried on with the back
parts of North Carolina, for in that ftate there
are no towns of any importance. The en-
trance from the fea into the rivers in that
ftate, are all impeded by thoals and fand banks,
none of which afford more than eleven feet
water, and the paffage over fome of them 1is
very dangerous from the fand thifting. Wil-
mington, which is the greateft place of trade
in it, contains only two hundred and fifty
houfes. In order to carry on their trade to
North Carolina to more advantage, a canal is
now cutting acrofs the Difmal Swamp, from
Norfolk into Albemarle Sound, by means of
the rivers that empty into which, a water
communication will be opened to the remote

parts
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parts of that ftate. Added to this, Norfolk,
from its contiguity to the Difmal Swamp, is
enabled to fupply the Weft Indian market
with lumber on better terms than any other
town in the United States. It is in con-
fequence increafing with wonderful rapidity,
notwith{tanding the difadvantages it labours
under from the laws, which are {o inimical to
commerce. At prefent it contains upwards
of five hundred houfes, which have all been
built within the laft twenty years, for in the
year 1776 the town was totally deftroyed by
orders of Lord Dunmore, then regal governor
of Virginia.

Moft of the rivers in South Carolina are
obftruéted at their mouths, much in the fame
manner as thofe in North Carolina; at Charlef-
ton, however, there is a {afe and commg-
dious harbour: From having fuch an ad-
vantage, this town commands nearly the en-
tire trade of the ftate in which it is fituated,
as well as a confiderable portion of that of
North Carolina. The confequence is, that
Charlefton ranks as the fourth commercial
town in the union. There are two rivers
which difembogue on each fide of the town,
Cooper, and Athley ; thefe are navigable, but
not for a very great diftance ; however, from
Cooper River a canal is to be cut to the
Santee, a large navigable river which runs

4 CON»
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a confiderable way up the country. Charlef-
ton has unfortunately been almoft totally de-
ftroyed by fire of late, but it is rebuilding very
falt, and will moft probably iu a few years be
larger than ever. _

"~ The view that has been talen {o far is {ufli-
cient to demonftrate, that the profperity of
the towns in the United States is dependant
upon their trade, and princigally upon that
Wthh is carried on with the interior parts of
the country ; and alio, that thofe towns which
are moir conveniently fituated for the pur-
pofe of carrying on this inlind trade, are thofe
which enjoy the greateflt fhare of it. Tt is
now tune to examinc more particularly how
far the fituation of the federal city is favour-
able, or otherwiie, for commerce: to do {o,
it will be n:ceflary, in the filt place, to trace
the courlz of the Patowmac River, on which
it ftands, and al{o that of the rivers with which
it is connelted.

e
A
o e

U atnn

vimc takes its rife on the north-
weft iide of Alleghany Mountzins, and after
running in a meandering dire¢tion for upwards
¢! four hundred miles, falls into the Chefapeak
Tay. At its confluence with the bay 1f is
{:ven miles and a half wide; about thirty iniles
Ligher, at Nominy Bay, four and a ha.f,
at Aqma, three ; at Hallowing Point, one and
a half; and at Alexandria, and froem :honce to

the
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the federal city, it is one mile and quarter wide.
The depth of water at its mouth is feven fa-
thoms ; at St. George’s Ifland, five; at Alex-
andria, four ; and from thence to Wafhington,
feven miles diftant, three fathoms. The na-
vigation of the Patowmac, from the Chefapeak
Bay to the city, one hundred and forty miles
diftant, is remarkable fafe, and fo plain that
any navigator of common abilities, that has
once failed up the river, might venture to
take up a veflel drawing twelve feet water
without a pilot.  This could not be faid of
any other river on the continent, from the
St. Lawrence to the Miffiflippi. Inits courfe
st receives feveral large fireams, the principal

one of which falls in at the federal city.
This river is called the Eaftern Branch of

the Patowmac ; but it {carcely deferves that
name, as it extends no more than thirty miles
-up the country. At its mouth it is nearly
as wide as the main branch of the river, and
clofe to the city the water is in many places
thirty feet deep. Thoufands of veflels might
lie here, and fheltered from all danger, arifing
either from frefhes, or from ice upon the break-
ing up of a fevere winter, Thus it appears
that the federal city is poffeffed of one effential
qualification for making it a place of impor-
-tance, namely, a good harbour, from which
there is a ready paffage to the ocean; it will

Vor. I E alfo



66 TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMERICA:

alfo appear that it is well fituated for trading
with the interior parts of the country.

The water in the Patowmac continues
nearly the fame depth that it is oppofite to the
city for one mile higher, where a large rock
rifes up in the middle of the river, on eacly
fide of which there are fand-banks. Itis {aid
that there is a deep channel between this rock
and the fhore, but it is {o intricate that it
would be dangerous to attempt to take a large
veffel through it. The navigation, however,
15 fafe to the little falls for river craft, five
miles further on; here a canal, which extends
two miles and a half, the length of thefe falls
or rapids, has been cut and perfected, which
opens a free paffage for boats as far as the
great falls, which are feven miles from the
others. The defcent of the river at thefe is
feventy-fix feet in a mile and a quarter ; but
1t is intended to make another canal here
alfo; a part of it is already cut, and EVEry exer-
tion is making to have the whole completed
with expedition*. From hence to Fort Cum~
berland, one hundred and ninety-one miles
above the federal city, there is a free naviga-
tion, and boats are continually pafling up and
down. Beyond this, the paflage in the river
is obftructed in numerous places; but there is

a pofii~

™ For a further defcription of thefe Falls fee Letier ¥\
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4 pofiibility of opening it, and as foon as the
company formed for the purpofe bave {uffi
cient funds, it will certainly be done. From
the place up to which it is afferted the paf=
fage of the Patowmac can be opened, the
diftance acrofs land to Cheat River is only
thirty-feven miles. This laft river is not at
prefent navigable for more than fifty miles
above its mouth ; but it can be rendered fo
for boats, and fo far up that there will only be
the thort portage that I have mentioned be-
tween the navigable waters of the two rivers.
Things are only great or fmall by comparifon,
and a portage of thirty-feven miles will
be thought a very fhort one, when found
to be the only interruption to an inland navi-
zation of vpwards of two thoufand {even bun-
dred miles, of which two thoufand one hun-
dred and eighty-three are down fiream. Cheat
River 1s two hundred yards wide at its mouth,
and falls into the Monongahela, which runs
on to Pittfburgh, and there receives the Al-
leghany River; united they form the Obhio,
which after a courfe of one thoufand one
hundred and eighty-three miles, during which
it receives twenty-four other confiderable
rivers, fome of them fix hundred yards wide at
the mouth, and navigable for hundreds of
miles up the country, empties itfelf into the
Miffiffipoi,
Foa If
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If we trace the water communication in
an oppofite diretion, its prodigious extent will
be a ftill greater fubje@ of aftonithment.
By afcending the Alleghany River from Pitt{-
burgh as far as French Creek, and afterwards
this latter ftream, vou come to Fort le Beeuf.
This place is within fifteen miles of Prefqu’
Ifle, a town fituated upon Lake Erie, which
has a harbour capable of admitting veflels
drawing nine feet water. Or you may get
upon the lake by afcending the Great Miami
River, which falls into the Ohio five hundred
and fifty miles below Pittfburgh. From the
Great Miami there is a portage of nine miles
only to Sandufky River, which runs into
Lake Erie. It is moft probable, however,
that whatever intercourfe there may be be-
tween the lakes and the federal city, it will
be kept up by means of the Alleghany River
and French Creek, rather than by the Miami,
as in the laft cafe it would be neceflary to
combat againft the ftream of the Ohio for
five hundred and fifty miles, a very ferious ob-
jet of confideration.

Lake Erie is three hundred miles in length,
and ninety in breadth, and there is a free com-
munication between it, Lake Huron, and
Lake Michigan. Lake Huron is upwards of
one thoufand miles in circumference ; Michi-
gan is fomewhat fmaller. Numbers of large

rivers
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rivers fall into thefe lakes, after having
watered immenfe tracts of country in various
dire@ions. Some of thefe rivers too are con-
neéted in 2 moft fingular manner with others,
which run in a courfe totally different. For
inftance, after paffing over the Lakes Erie, St.
Clair, and Michigan, to the head of Puan’s
Bay, you come to Fox River; from hence
there is a portage of three miles only to
Ouifconfing River, which empties itfelf into
the Mifliflippi; and in the fall of the year,when
the waters are high, and the rivers overflow,
it is oftentimes poflible to pafs from Fox River
to Ouifconfing River without ever getting out
of a cance. Thus, excepting a portage of
three miles only at the moft, it is poffible to
go the whole way by water from Prefqu’ Ifle,
on Lake Erie, to New Orleans, at the mouth
of the Mifliffippi, a diftance of near four thou-
fand miles. It would be an endlefs tafk to
trace the water communication in every di-
reCtion. By a portage of nine miles at the
Falls of Niagara, the navigation of Lake On-
tario and the St. Lawrence is opened on
one fide, and at the other that of Lake Su-
perior, by a ftill thorter portage at the Falls
of §t. Mary. This laft lake, which is at leaft
fifteen hundred miles in circumference, is {up-
plied by no lefs than forty rivers; and be-
yond it the water communication extends for

Fj hundreds
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hundreds of miles farther on, through the
Lake of the Woods to Lake Winnipeg, which
is ftill larger than that of Superior.

But {uppofing that the immenf{e regions
‘bordering upon thefe lakes and rivers were
already peopled, it is not to be concluded, that
‘becaufe they are connected by water with the
Patowmac, the federal city muft neceflarily be
‘the mart for the various produ@ions of the
whole country. There aredifferent {ea ports
‘to which the inhabitants will trade, according
‘to the fitvation of cach particular part of the
‘coudtry. Quebee, on'the river St. Lawrence,

vill Be oic; Mew York, conneced as has

Been thewn with Lake Ontario, another; and
New Orleans at the motith of the Miffiffippi,

“which by the late treaty with Spain has been

"made’a free port, a third. The federal city
will come in alfo for its thare, and what this
‘fhare will be it now remains to afcertain.

- Situated upon the banks of the Patowwmac,
there are already two towns, and beth in the
vicinity of the federal city.  George Town,
which contains about two hundred and fifty
houfes; and Alexandria, with donble the num-
ber: The former of thefe ftands about one
mile above the city, nearly oppofite the large
rock i the river, which has been fpoken of;
the latter, feven miles below it. ‘Confiderable

_ quaqtities of produce are already fent down the

®
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Patowmac to each of thefe towns, and. the
people in the country are beginning to look
thither in return for a part of their fupply of
foreign manufaltures. It has been maintained,
therefore, that thefe two places, already in
the practice of trading with the back fettlers,
will draw the greater part of the couuntry
trade to themfelves, to the prejudice of the
federal city. Both thefe towns have as great
advantages in point of fituation as the city ;
the interefts of the three places therefore muft
unqueftionably for a time clath together. it
can hardly be doubted, however, but that the
federal city will in a few years completely
eclipfe the other two. George Town can fur-
nith the people of the back country with fo-
reign manufaltures, at fecond hand only, from
Baltimore and Philadelphia; Alexandria im-
-ports directly from Europe, but ona very con-
-tracted fcale: more than two thirds of the
goods which are fent from thence to the back
country are procured in the fame manner as
at George Town. In neither place are there
merchants with large capitals ; nor have the
banks, of which there is one in each town,
{ufficient funds to afford them much afliftance;
but merchants with large capitals arc pre-
paring to move to the city. As foon alfo as
the feat of government is fixed there, the na-
tional bank, or at leaft a large branch of it,

F4 will
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will be eftablifhed at the fame time; this cir-
cumitance alone will afford the people of the
city a decided advantage over thofe of Alex-
andria and Georgé Town. Added to all,
both thefe towns are in the territory of Co=
lumbia, that is, in the diftrit of ten miles
round the city which is to be {ubject to the
laws and regulations of congrefs alone; it may
be, therefore, that encouragements will be
held out by congrefs to thofe who fettle in the
city, which will be refufed to fuch as go to
any other part of the territory. Although
Alexandria and George Town, then, may rival
the city while it iIs inits infancy, yet it cannot
be imagined that either of them will be able
to cope with it in the cnd. The probable
trade of the city may for this reafon be fpoken
of as if neither of the other places exifted.

It may be taken for granted, in the firit
place, that the whole of the country bordering
upon the Patowmag river, and upon thoferivers
which fall into it, will trade with the city of
Wathington. In tracing the courfe of the
Patowmag all theferivers were not enumerated;
a better idea of them may be had from an in-
tpection of the map, Shenandoah, which is
the longeft, is not nav igable at prefent ; but
it has been furveyed, and the company for
improving the navigation of the Patowmac
have ftated that it can be made {o for one hur.'-

dred
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dred miles. This would be coming very near
to Staunton, behind the Blue Mountains, and
which is on the high road from Kentucky,
and from the new ftate of Teneflee, to the
city of Philadelphia. Frankfort, the capital of
the former of thefe ftates, is nearly cight hun-
dred miles from Philadelphia; Knoxville,
that of the other, feven hundred and twenty-
eight. Both thefe towns draw their {upplics
of foreign manufactures from Philadelphia, and
by land carriage. Suppofing then that the na-
vigation of the Shenandcah fhould be per-
fected, there would be a faving of four hundred
and thirty-fix miles of land carriage {rom going
to Wathington by the Shenandoah and Pa-
towmac inftead of going to Philadelphia; {uch
a faving, it might be imagined, would draw
the whole of this trade to Wathington. Whe-
ther the two weftern ftates, Kentucky and
Teneflee, will trade to New Orleans or not,
at a future day, in preference ta any of thefe
places, will be inveftigated prefently.

By means of Cheat and Monongahela rivers
it has been thewn, that an opening may bc
obtained to Pitttburgh. This will be a route
of about four hundred and fifty miles from
Wathington, and in it there will be one port-
age, from the Patowmac to Cheat River, of
thirty-feven miles, and perhaps two or three
others; but thefe will be all very fmall. It

has
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has been afcertained beyond doubt, that the
Pittiburgh merchant can have his geods con-
veyed from New York, by means of the Hud-
fon and Mohawk rivers, to Ofwego, and from
thence by the lakes Ontario and Erie, and the
Alleghany River, to Pittfburgh, for one third
of the fum which it cofts him to tranfport them
by land from Philadelphia. He prefers getting
them by land, becaufe the route from New
York is uncertain; his goods may be loft, or
damaged, or delayed months beyond the time
he expects them. From Hudfon River to the
Mohawk is a portage of ten miles, or there-
abouts ; and befere they can get to Olwego are
two or three more. At Ofwego the goods
muft be thipped on board a veflel fuitable for
navigating the lakes, where they are expofed
to tempefts and contrary winds. At the Falls
.of Niagara is a portage of nine miles more ;
the gcods muft here be thipped again on board
a veflel on Lake Erie, and after arriving at
Prefqu’ Ifle muft be conveyed over another
portage preparatory to their being laden in a
boat upon'the Alleghany River. The whole
of this reute, from New York to Pittfburgh,
3s about eight hundred miles; that from the
federal city not much more than half the dif-
tance ; if therefore the merchant at Pittfburgh
can get his goods conveyed from New York
fur one third of what he pays for the carriage

-
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of them by land from Philadelphia, he ought

not to pay more than one fixth of the fum for
their carriage from the federal city; it isto
be concluded, therefore, that he will avail
himfelf of the latter route, as there will be no
‘objection to it on account of any uncerrainty
in the mode of conveyance, arifing from ormy,

and contrary winds.
The people in Pittlburgh, and the wefteia
country along thie waters of the Ohio, draw
their fupplies from FPhiladelphia and Balii-
mare; but they fend the productions of the
country, which would be too bulky for land
carriage, down the Ohio and Miffillippi to
INew Orleans. From Pittiburgh to New Or-
leans the diftance is two thouland on= hun-
dred and eighty-three miles. On an average
it takes about twenty-cight days to go down
there with the fiream; but to return by water
-1t takes from fixty days to three months. The
- paflage back is very laboricus as well as tedi-
ous; on which account they feldom think of
bringing back boats which are {ent down from
Pitttburgh, but on arriving at New Orleans
they are broken up, and the plank fold. Thefe
boats are built on the cheapeft conftruction,
and exprefsly for the purpofe of going down
ftream. The men get back the beft way
they can, generally in thips bound from Iiew
Orleans to the fouthern flates, and from thence
| home
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home by land. Now, if the paflage from the
Ohio to the Patowmac is opened, it cannot be
fuppofed that the people in Pittfburgh and the
vicinity will continue thus to fend the produce
down to Orleans, from whence they cannot
bring any thing in return; they will naturally
fend to the federal city, from whence they can
draw the fupplies they are in want of, and
which is {o much nearer to them, that when
the navigation is perfetted it will be pofiible
to go there and back again in the fame time
that it requires merely to go down to New
Orleans.

But although the people of that country
which borders upon the Ohio and its waters,
in the vicinage of Pittiburgh, may have an in-
tereft in trading to the federal city, yet thofe
who live towards the mouth of that river will
find an intereft equally great in trading to New
Orleans, for the Ohio River is no lefs than
elevenhundred and eighty-threemilesinlength.
How far down upon the Ohio a commercial
mtercourfe will be kept up with the city, will
mott probably be determined by other cir-
cumftances than that of diftance alone 5 it may
depend upon the demand there may be at one
or other port for particular articles, &ec. &c.;
1t may alic depend upon the feafon ; for at re-
gular perieds there are floods in the Miffif-
ippi, and alo in the Ohio, which make 2

greag
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great difference in the time of afcending and
defcending thefe rivers. The floods in the
Mifliflippi are occafioned by the diffolution of
the immenfe bodies of fnow-and ice accumu-
lated during winter in thofe northern regions
through which the river pafles; they are alfo
very regular, beginning in the month of March
and fubfiding in July. Thofe in the Ohio
take place between Chriftmas and May; but
they are not regular and fteady like thofe of
the Miffiffippi, for the water rifes and falls
many times in the courfe of the feafon. Thefe
floods are occafioned by heavy falls of rain in
the beginning of winter, as well as by the
thawing of the ice.

The Mifliflippi has a very winding courfe®,
and at every bend there is an eddy in the
water. Thefe eddies are always f{irongeft
during the inundations, confequently it is then
a much lefs difficult tafk to afcend the river.
With the Ohio, however, it is directly the re-

verle ;

® In the year1722, as a party of Canadians were going
down the river, they found at one place {uch a bend in it, that
although the diftance acrofs land, from one part of the river to
the other, was not more perhaps than two hundred yards, yet
by water it was no lefs than forty miles==The Canadians cut
a trench acrofs the land for curiofity—The foil bordering upon
the Mifliflippi is remarkably rich and foft, and the current
being ftrong, the river in a fhort time forced a new paffage for
itfelf, and the Canadians took their boat through it. This
place is called Pointé Coupée. There are many fimilar bends
in the river at prefent, but none fo great,
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verfe ; there are no eddies in the river 3 'where-
fore fleods are found to facilitate the paflage
downwards, but to render that againft the
{fream dithcult,

Suppofing, however, the feafon favourable
for the navigation of the Mifliffippi, and alfo
for the navigation of the Ohio, which it might
well be at the fume time, then Louifville, in
entucky, is the place through which the line
may be drawn that will feparate as nearly as
poilible the country naturally connected with
Waikington from that appertaining to New
©Crleans. It takes twenty days, on an average,
at the moft favourable feafon, to go from
Pouifwille to New Orleans, and to return;
forty 5 which in the whole makes fixty days.
rrem the rapids in the Ohio, clofe to which
Loeuiiville isfituated, to Pittfburgh, the diftance
15 icven hundred and three miles; {o that at
the rate of thirty miles a day, which is a mo-
derace computation, it would require twenty-
tour days to go there. From Pittfburgh to the
Patcwmac the diftance is one hundred and
axty miles againft the ftream, which at the
e ra*e, and allowing time for the portages,
would take feven dﬂyQ more, and two hundred

and ninety miles down the Patowmac, at fixte
miles per day, would require five days: thxs
ts allowing thirty-five days for going,and com-
puting the time for returning at the fame rate,

thos
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that is thirty miles againft the ftream, and
fixty miles with the ftream, each day, it would
amount to twenty-five days, which, added to
the time of going, makes in the whole fifty-
nine days ; if the odd day be allowed for con-
tingencies, the paflage to and irom the two
places would then be exactly alike. It is fair
then to conclude, that if the demand at the
federal city for country produce be equally
great as ct New Orleans, and there is no rea-
fon to fay why it thould not, the whole of the
produce of that country, which lies contigu-
ous to the Ohio, and the rivers falling into it,
as far down as Louifville in Kentucky, will be
fent to the former of thefe places. This tra&
is feven hundred miles in length, and from
one hundred to two hundred miles in breadth.
Added to this, the whole of that country lying
near the Alleghany River, and the ftreams
that run into it, muft naturally be fupplied
from the city ; a great part of the country bor-
dering upon Lake Erie, near Prefqu’ Ifle,
may likewife be included.

Confidering the vaftnels of the territory,
which is thus opened to the federal city by
means of a water communication ; confidering
that it is capable, {rom the fertility of its foil,
of maintaining three times the number of in-
habitants that are to be found at prefent in all
the United States ;. and that it is advancing at

the
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the prefent time more rapidly in population
than any other part of the whole continent;
there is a good foundation for thinking that the
federal city, as foon as the navigation is per-
fe@ted, will increafe moft rapidly ; and that at
a future day, if the affairs of the United States
go on as p1of’verouﬂy as they have done, it
wdl become the grand emporium of the wett,
and rival in magmtude and {plendor the cities
of the old world.

The city is laid out on a neck of land be-
tween the forks formed by the eaftern and
weftern or main branch of Patowmac River.
‘This neck of land, together with an adjacent
territory, which is in the whole tenmiles {quare,
was ceded to congrefs by the ftates of Mary-
land and Virginia. The ground on which the
city immediately ftands was the property of
private individuals, who readily relinquifhed
their claim to one half of it in favour of con-
grefs, conicious that the value of what was
left to them would increafe, and amply com-
penfate them for their lofs.  The profits
arifing from the fale of that part which has
thus been ceded to congrefs will be f{uffi-

cient, it is expelted, to pay for the public
bullamos, for the watering of the city, and
alfo for paving and lghtmg of the {treets.
The plan of the city was drawn by a French-
man of the name of L’Enfant, and is on a

{cale
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and liberty as thofe of the neighbouring coun-
try; and that whatever fthe might lofe by
expofing herfelf to the horrors of a fanguinary
war, fhe could gain no eflential or immediate
advantages whatfoever, by afferting her own
independence.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.

Luke Hanfard, Printer, o
@eat Turnfile, Lincoln’s-Inn Fields
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fcale well fuited to the extent of the country,
one thoufand two hundred miles in length,
and one thoufand in breadth, of which it is
to be the metropolis ; for the ground already
marked out {ui it is no lefs than fourteen
miles in circamfercice.  ‘The ftreets run
north, fouth, eaft, and welt; but to prevent
that famere(s neceflarily enfuing from the
ftreets all croffing each other at right angles,
a number of avenues are laid out in different
parts of the city, which run tranfverfely;
and in feveral places, where thefe avenues in-
tcrfe& each other, are to be hollow fquares.
The ftreets, which crofs each other at right
angles, are from ninety to one hundred feet
wide, the avenues one hundred and fixty feet.
‘One of thefe is named after cach ftate, and a
hollow fquare alfo allotted to each, as a
fuitable place for flatues,columns, &c. which,
at a future period, the people of any one of
thefe ftates may with to erect to the me-
mory of great men that may appear in the
country. On a fmall eminence, due weft of
the capitol, is to be an equeftrian fatue of
General Wafhington.

The capitol is now building upon the moft
elevated pr0£ of ground in the city, which
haouens ta bein a very central fituation.
From this fprt there is a complete view of
every part of the city, and alfo of the ad-

Vor. L. G jacent
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jacent country. In the capitol are to be
fpacious apartments for the accommodation
of congrefs; in it alfo are to be the princi-
pal public offices inr the executive derartment
of the government, together with the courts
of juftice. The plan on which this building
is begun is grand and extenfive ; the expenfe
of building it is eftimated at a million of dol-
lars, equal to two hundred and twenty-five
thoufand pounds fterhng.

The houfe for the refidence of the prefident
{tands north-weft of the capitol, at the diftance
of about one mile and a half. Tt is fituated
npon a rifing ground not far from the Pa-
towmac, and commands a moft beautiful prof-
pect of the river, and of the rich country be-
yond it. One hundred acres of .ground, to-
wards the river, are left adjoining to the
houfe for pleafure grounds. South of this
there is to bz a large park or mall, which is
to run in an eafterly direQion from the river
to the capitol. The buildings on cither fide
of this mall are all to be clegone in their
kind; amongft the number it is propofed to
have houfes built at the publ’c expenfe for
the accommodation of the {ur-itn minifters,
&te. On the ealtern branch a lurze footis bid
out for a morine nofpital and cardens. Va-
rious other parts ar: appointed fur chuarches,

theatr:s, colleszs, Zzes The oround in o=
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fieral, within the limits of the city, is agree-
ably undulated ; but none of the rifings are
fo great as to become objects of inconvenience
in a town. The foil is chiefly of a yellowifh
clay mixed with gravel. There are numbers
of excellent fprings in the city, and water is
readily had in moft places by digging wells.
Here are two flreams likewife, which run
through the city, Reedy Brauch and Tiber
Creek.® The perpendicular height of the
{ource of ihe latter, above the level of the tide,
1s two hundred and thirty-fix feet.

By the regunlations publithed, it was fettled
that all the houfes fhould be built of brick
or ftone; the walls to be thirty feet high,
and to be built parallel to the line of the
ftreet, but either upon it or withdrawn from
it, as {uited the tafte of the builder. How-
ever,numbers of wooden habitations have been
built; but the different owners have all been
cautioned againft confidering them as perma-
nent. They are to be allowed for a certain
term only, and then deftroyed. Three com-

miflion-

* Upon the granting poffeffion of wafte Jands to any perfon,
commonly called the /ocation of lands, it is ufual to give par-
ticular names to different fpots, and alfo to the creeks and
rivets.  On the original location of the ground pow allotred
for the feat of the federal city, this creek received the name of
"Fiber Creck, and the identical fpot of ground on which the
capitol now ftaads was called Rome.  This anecdcte is related
by mary as a certain prognoftic of the future maoniticence of
this iy, which 1s to be, as 1t were, a {fecond Rome.

G2
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miffioners, who refide on the fpot, arerap-
pointed by the prefident, with a falary, for the
purpofe of fuperintending the public and
other buikdings, and regulating every thing
pertaining to the city.

The only public buildings carrymcr on as
yet, are the prefident’s houfe, the capitol, and
a large hotel. 'The prefident’s houfe, which
is nearly completed on the outfide, is two
ftories high, and built of free ftone. The
principal room in it is of an oval form.  This
is undoubtedly the hand{omeft building in the
country, and the archite@ure of it is much
extolled by the people, whe have never feen
any thing f{uperior; but it will not bear a cri-
tical examination. Many perfons find fault
with it, 2s being too large and too {plendid for
the refiderce of any one perfon in a republi-
can country; and certainly it is a ridiculous
habitation for a man who receives a falary
that amounts to no moere than £. 3,625 fter-
ling per annum, and in a country vwhere the
expences of living are far greater than they
zre even in London.

The hotel is 2 lirge building of brick, er-
ramented with ﬁone 5 it ﬁ'mus between the
prefident’s houfe and the capitol. In the be-
ginning of the year 1796, when I laft faw it,
it was roofed in, and every cxertion nhaizing to
have it finithed with the vimoft e cdition,

It
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It is any thing but beautiful. The capitol,

_at the fame period, was raifed only a very
litiic way above the foundation.

The ftone, which the prefilent’s houfe 15
built with, and fuch as will be ufed for all the
public buildings, is very fimilar in appearance
to that found at Portland in England; but I
was informed by one of the fculptors, who
had frequeatly worked the Portland ftone in
England, that it is of 2 much fuperior qua-
lity, as it will bear to be cut as fine as mar-
ble, and is not liable to be injured by rain or
froft. On the banks of the Patowmac they
have inexhauftible quarries of this {tone; good
{pecimens of common marble have al{o been
found ; and there is in warious parts of the
river abundance of excellent flate, paving ftone,
and lime ftone. Good coal may alfo be had.

The private houfes are all plain buildings;
moft of them haye been built on {peculation,
and ftill remain empty. The greateft num-
ber, at any one place, is at Green Leafs
Point, on the main river, juft above the en-
srance of the eaftern branch. This {pot has
been looked upon by many as the moft con-
venient one for trade ; but others prefer the
fhore of the eaftern branch, on account of the
fuperiority of the harbour, and the great depth
of the water near the fhore.  There are
{everal other favourite fituations, the choice

G 3 of
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of any one of which is a mere matter of {pe-
culation at prefent.  Some build near the ca-
pitol as the moft convenient place for the
refidence of members of congrels, fome near
the prefident’s houfe; others again prefer the
weft end of the city, in the neighbourhood of
George Town, thinking that as trade 1s al-
ready eftablifhed in that place; it muft be from
thence that it will extend into the city. Were
the houfes that have been built fituated in one
place all together, they would make a very
refpectable appearance, but fcattered about as
they are, a {pectator can fcarcely perceive any
thing lile a tewn. Exccepting thc {rrects and
avenues, and a {inall part of the ground ad-
joining the public buildings, the whole place
1s covered with trees. To be under the ne-
ceflity of going through a deep wood jor one
or two miles, perhaps, in oider to fee a next
door neighbour, and in the fame city, is a cu-
rious, and, I bq-lieve, a novel circamftance.
The number of mhabitants in the city, in the
foring of 1745, amounted to about five thou-
tand, including artificers, who formed by far
the largeft part of that number. Numbers
of ftrangers are continually paffing and re-
patling through a place which affords fuch an
extenfive field for {peculation.

In addition to what has already been faid
upon the fubje@, I have only to obferve, that

notwith-
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notwithftanding all that has been done at the
city, and the large fums of money which have
been expended, there are numbers of people
in the United States, living to the north of the
Patowmac, particularly in Philadelphia, who
are {til very adverfe to the removal of the feat
of government thither, and are doing all in
their power to check the progrefs of the build-
ings in the city, and to prevent the congrefs
from meeting there at the appointed time. In
the {pringof 1796, when I was latt on the {pot,
the building of the capitol was abfolutely at
a ftand for want of money; the public lots
were at avery low price, and the commiflioners
were unwilling to difpofe of them; in con-
fequence they made an application to con-
grefs, praying the houfe to guaranty a loan of
three hundred thoufand dollars, without which
taey could not go on with the public buildings,
except they difpofed of the lots to great dif-
advar}tage, and to the ultimate injury of the
city ; fo firong, however, was the oppofition,
that the petition was fuffered to lic on the
table unattended to for many wecks; nor was
the prayer of it complied with untid a number
of gentlemen, that were very deeply intereited
in the improvement of the city, went round
to the different members, and made intereft
with them in perfon to give their affent to the
meafure. Thofe people, who areoppofed to the
building of the city of Waihinzton majnrain,

G 4 ‘ that
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that it can never become a town of any ime
portance, and that all fuch as think to the
contrary have been led aitray by the reprefen-
tations of a few enthufiaftic perfons; they go
{o far even as to aflert, that the people to the
eaftward will never {fubmit to fee the feat of
government removed fo far from them, and
the congrefs aflembled in a place little better
thai a foreft, where it will be impoflible to
procure information upon c:ramercial points;
finally, they infift, that if the removal {from
Philadelphia fhould take place, a feparation of
the ftates will inevitably follow. This is the
language held forth; but their oppofition in
reality arifes from that jealoufy which narrow
minded people in trade are but too apt to en-
tertain of each other when their intereits clath
together. Thefe people with to cruth the city
of Wafhington while it is yet in its infancy,
becaufe they know, that if the {vat of govern-
ment is transferred thither, the place will
thrive, and enjoy a confiderable portion of that
trade which is centered at prefent in Philadel-
phia, Baltimore, and New York. It is idle,
however, to imaginc that this will mnjure their
different towns ; on the contrary, allthough a
Portion of that trade which they enjoy at pre-
lent thould be drawn from them, yet the in=
creafe of population in that part of the coun-
try, which they muft naturally fuppiv, will be
32 {uch,
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fuch, that their trade on the whole will, in all
probability, be found far more extenfive after
the federal city is eftablithed than it ever was
before.

A large majority, however, of the people in
the United States is defirous that the removal
of the feat of government {hould take place;
and there is little doubt that it will take place
at the appointed time. The difcontents in-
deed, which an oppoiite meafure would give
yife to in the fouth could not but be alarming,
and if they did not occafion a total feparation
of the fouthern from the northern flates, yet
they would certainly materially deftroy that
harmony which has hitherto exifted between
them,



o TRAVLLS THROUGH NORTI AMERICA:

o

LETTER V.

Some Lcccunt of silexandria—Monnt Vernon,
the Scat of General 17 c/hington.— Difficulty
of finding the Way thilcr through the Woods.
—Defeription of the Mount, and of the Views
from it—Defeription of the Houfe and
Grounds. — Slaves  at  NMouzt T'ornon—
Thoughts thereon.—.d Perfin at Mount Ver-
non to attend to Strangers.— Return to Wafb=
ingtoi.

MY DEAR SIR, ' Walaington, Deeember.
ROM Wifhington I proceeded to Alex-

andria, feven miles lower down the river,
which is one of the neateft towns in the United
States. 'The houfes are moftly brick, and
many of them are extremely well built. The
firects interfe@ each other at right angles;
they are conmodicns and well paved.  Nine
miles below this place, on the banks of the
Patowmac, ftands Mount Vernon, the feat of
General VVathington ; the way to it, however,
from Alexandria, by land, is confiderably far-
ther, on account of the numerous creeks which
fall into the Patowmac, and the mouths of

which it is impoflible to pafs near to.
Very thick woods remain ftanding within
four or five miles of the place; the roads
through
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throuch them are very bad, and {o many of
them crofs onz another in different direCtions,
thet it is a matter of very great difficulty to
find out the rizht one. I {et out from Alex-
andriz with a gentleman who thought himfelf
perfelily well acquainted with the way; had
he Le:a o, there was ample time to have
reacihed Mount Vernon before the clofe of the
day, but night overtookk us wandering about
in the woods. V/e did not perceive the vel-
-uge of a human being to fet us right, and we
were preparing to pafs the night in the car-
riage, when luckily a light appeared at fome
difrance through the trees; it was from a fmall
farm-houfe, the only one in the way for {everal
miles; and having made our way to it, partly
in the carriage, partly on foot, we hired a ne-
gro for a guide, who conducted us to the place
of our deftination in about an hour. The next
morning I heard of a gentleman, who, a day
or two preceding, had been from ten o’clock
in the mofning till four in the afterncon on
horfe-back, unable to find out the place, al-
though within three or four miles of it the
whole time,

The Mount is a high part of the bank of
the river, which rifes very abruptly about two
hundred feet above the level of the water.
The river before it is three miles wide, and
on the oppofite fide it forms a bay about the

lome
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fame breadth, which extends for a confiderable
diftance up the country.  This, at firlt
fight, appears to be a continuation of the
river ; but the Patowmac takes a very {udden
turn to the left, two or three miles above the
houfe, and is quickly loft to the view. Down-
wards, td the right, there is a profpe¢t of it
for twelve miles. The Maryland fhore, on
the oppofite fide, is beautifully diverfified with
hills, which are moftly covered with wood;
in many places, however, little patches of cul-
tivated ground appear, ornamented with houfes.
The fcenery altogether is moft delightful,
"The houfe, which ftandsabout {ixty yards from
the edge of the Mount, is of wood, cut and
painted fo as to refemble hewn ftone. The
rear is towards the river, at which fideisa
portico of ninety-fix feet in length, fupported
by eight pillars. The front is uniform, and at
a diftance looks tolerably well. The dwell-
ing houfe is in the center, and communicates
with the wings on ecither fide, by means of
covered ways, running in a curved dire&ion.
Behind thefe wings, on the one fide, are the
different offices belonging to the houfe, and
alfo to the farm, and on the other, the cabins
for the SLaves#. In front, the breadth of the
whole

_* Thefe are amongft the firft of the buildings which are
feen on coming to Mount Vernon; and it is not without

aftonifhment
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and liberty as thofe of the neighbouring coun-
try; and that whatever fthe might lofe by
expofing herfelf to the horrors of a fanguinary
war, fhe could gain no eflential or immediate
advantages whatfoever, by afferting her own
independence.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.

Luke Hanfard, Printer, o
@eat Turnfile, Lincoln’s-Inn Fields
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whole building, is a lawn with a gravel walk
round it, planted with trees, and feparated by
hedges

aftonithment and regret they are furveyed by the firanger,
whofe mind has dwelt with admiration upon the ineftimable
bleflings of liberty, whillt approaching the refidence of that
man who has diftinguithed himfelf {o glorioufly in its caufe.
Happy would it have been, if the man who ftood forth the
champion of a nation conténding for its freedom, and whofe de-
claration to the whole world was, « That all men were created
“ equal, and that they were endowed by their Creator with cer-
s tain unalienable rights, amongft the frft'of which were life,
«¢ liberty, and the purfuit of happinefs ;”” happy would it have
been, if this man could have been the firft to wave all interefted
views, to liberate his own flaves, and thus convince the people
he had fought for, that it was their duty, when they had
eftablifhed their own independence, to give freedom to thole
whom they had themfelves held in bondage ! !

But material objeCtions, we muft fuppofe, appeared againft
fuch a meafure, otherwifle, doubtlefs, General Wathington
would have fhewn the glorious example. Perhaps he thought
it more for the general good, that the firlt flep for the eman-
cipation of {flaves fhould bz taken by the legiflative affembly 3
or perhaps there was reafon to apprehend, that the enfranchife-
ment of his own {flaves might be the caufe of infurreGions
amongft others who were not liberated, a matter which could
not but be attended with evil confequences in a cosntry where
the number of flaves exceeded that of freemen; however, it
does not appear that any meafures have been purfued, either
by private individuals or by the legiflature in Virginia, for the
abolition of flavery; neither have any fleps been taken for the
purpofe in Maryland, much lefs in the more {outhern flates;
but in Pennfylvania and the reft, laws have paffed for its gra-
dual abolition. In thefe ftates the number of flaves, it is true,
was very {mall, and the meafure was therefore eafily carried
into effeét 5 in the others then it will require more confideration.
The plan, however, which hus been adopted for the Iiberation
of the few has fucceeded well; why then not try it with a
larger number? If it does not anfiver, fHill 1 camnot but fup-

pofe
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hedges on either fide from the farm yard and
garden.  As s for the garden, it wears exactly
the appearance of a nurfery, and with ¢very
thing about the place indicates that more at-
tention is paid to profit than to plc;uurP The
gmund in the rear of the houie is alio laid out
in a lawn, and the declivity of the Mount,
towards the water, in a deer pari.
The rooms in the houle are very fmall,
excenting one, which has been built fince the
ofe of the war for the purpofe of entertain-
ments. All of thefe are very plaialy furnithed,
and in many of them th~ furniture is drop-
ping to pieces. Indeed, th: clofe attention
which General Wathington has ever paid’to
public affairs having obliged him to refide
principally at PhladPluh-“, feunt Vernon has
confequently fuffecred very matena]ly. The
houle and offices, with every other part of the
place, are out of repair, and the old part of the
building is in fuch a perithible flate, that [
have been told he wiilies he had pullcd it en-
tirely down at firt, and built a new houfe, in-
{tead

pole thatit might be {o modified as to be rendered applicabiz
to the enfranchifement of the number of jll-fited beings who
are caflaved in the fouthern parts of the country, let it b2
ever fo large However, that there will be an end to flavery
2. the United States, on fcme dav or other, cannot be doubted;

ni-orozs will not remain deaf to the invici 1o call of libesty for
evers dﬂd £ thelr ava. icious ODPI"‘[‘OTJ do not f.ec them from
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ftead of making any addition to the old one.
The grounds in the neighbourhood are cul.
tivated; but the principal farms are at the dif-
tance of two or three nules,

As almoit every ftranger going through the
country makes a point of viﬁting Leunt Veg-
non, a perfon is kept at the houle during
General Wathington’s abfence, whole fole
bufinefs it is to attend to ftrangers. {inne-
diately on our arrival every care was taken of
our horfes, beds were prepared, and an ex-
cellent fupper provided for us, with claret and
other wine, &c.

As the feafon was now too far advanced to
{ce the country to advantage, I procecded no
farther in Virginia than Mount Vernon, but
returned again to the city of Wathington.
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Ariioal at Philadelphia.—Seie Coplreatons on
the Climate of the Didile tates. — Public
Carriages prevented from plymg between 3al-
timore and Philad lphia by cle Badnefs of the
Roads.— Left Baltimire diiing Froff.—Met
awith American Travcllrs on the Road.—
Their Bebaviour preparacory to fiiiing off
from an Inn.—dirieal o the Berls of the
USuJ@zzebaﬁnab.——Pqﬁzge of that Diver «when
frozen over.—Dangerous Sttuation of ihe
Poffengers.—American Travellers at the
Tavern on the oppofite Side of the River.—
Their noify Difputations.

MY DEAR SIR, Philadelphia, Februuy.
FTER having f{pent fome weeks in
Wathington, Gecrge Town, and Balti-
more, I fet out for this city, where I arrived
four days ago.

The months of O&ober and November are
the moft agreeable, in the middle and fouth-
ern ftates, of any in the year; the changes
in the weather are then lefs frequent, and
for the moft part the air is temperate and the
fkky ferene. During this year the air was fo
mild, that when I was at George Town, even
as late as the fccond week in December, it

was
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was found pleafant to keep the wihdows up
during dinner time. This, however, was an
unufual circumftance.

In Maryland, before December was over,
there were a few cold days, and during Janu-
ary we had two or three different falls of
fnow ; but for the moft part the weather re-~
mained very mild until the latter end of Janu«
ary, when a fharp north-weft wind fet in.
The keennefs of this wind in winter is pro-
digious, and furpafles every thing of the kind
which we have an idea of in England. When-
ever it blows, during the winter months, a
froft immediately takes place. In the courfe
of three déys, in the prefent inflance, the
Sufquehannah and Delawarerivers were frozen
over; a fall of fnow took place, which re-
mained on the ground about two feet deep,
and there was every appearance of a fevere
and tedious winter.  Before five days, how-
ever, were over, the wind again changed, and
fo fudden was the thaw that the fnow difap-
peared entirely on the fecond day, and not a
veftige of the froft was to be feen, except.
ing in the rivers, where large pieces of ice re-
mained floating about.

It was about the middle of December when
I reached Baltimore ; but I was deterred from
going on to Philadelphia, until the frofty
weather thould fet'in, by the badnefs of the

Vor. I H roads ;
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toads; for they were in fuch a ftate, that even
the public ftages were prevented from plying
for the fpace of ten or twelve days. The
froft foon dried them, and rendered them as
good as in fummer. I fet out when it was
mott fevere. At day break, the morning after
I left Baltimore, -the thermometer, according
to Farenheit, ftood at 7°. I never obferved it
fo low during any other part of the winter.

Several travellers had ftopped at the fame
houfe that I did the firft night I was on the
road, and we all breakfafted together prepa-
ratory to fetting out the next morning. The
American travellers, before they purfued their
journey, took a hearty draught each, according
to cuftom, of egg-nog, a mixture compofed of
new milk, eggs, rum, and fugar, beat up to-
gether; they appeared to be at no {mall pains
alfo in fortifying themfelves againft the fe-
verity of ‘the weather with great coats and”
.wrappers over each other, woollen focks and
.trowfers over their boots, woollen mittens
over their gloves, and filk handkerchiefs tied
.over their ears and mouths, &c. f{o that no-
thing could be feen excepting their nofes and
their eyes. It was abfolately a fubje& of di-
verfion to me, and to a young gentleman juft
sarrived from the Weft Indies, who accom-
panied me from Baltimore, to fee the great
cere with which they wrapped themfelves ufp,
or
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for we both found ourfelves {ufficiently warm
in common clothing. It feems, however, to
be a matter generally allowed, that ftrangers,
even from the Weft Indies, unaccuftomed to
intenfe cold, do not {uffer fo much from the
feverity of the winter, the firft year of their
arrival in America, as the white people who
have been born in the country. Every per-
fon that we met upon the road was wrapped
up much in the fame manner as the travel-
lers who breakfafted with us, and had filk
handkerchiefs tied round their heads, fo as to
cover their mouths and ears.

About the middle of the day we arrived at
the Sufquehannah, and, as we expe&ed to
find it, the river was frozen entirely over.,
In what manner we were to get acrofs was
now the queftion. The people at the ferry~
houfe were of opinion that the ice was not fuf-
ficiently firong to bear in every part of the
river; at the fame time they faid, it was fo
very thick near the fhores, that it would be
impracticable to cut a paflage through it be-
fore the day was over; however, as a great
number of travellers defirous of getting acrofs
was colleCted together, and as all of them
were much averfe to remaining at the ferry-
houfe till the next morning, by which time
it was fuppofed that the ice would be ftrong

enough to bear in every part, the people were
Ha at



te» TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMERICA:

at laft over-ruled, and every thing was pre-

pared for cutiing a way acrofs the river.
~ The paflengers were about twelve in num-
ber, with four horfes; the boat’s crew con-
fifted of feven blacks; three of whom, with
large clubs, ftood upon the bow of the boat,
and broke the ice, whilft the others, with
iron-headed poles, pufhed the boat forwards.
So very laborious was the tafk which the
men at the bow had to perform, that it was
neceflary for the others to relieve them every
ten minutes. At the end of half an hour
their hands, arms, faces, and hats, were glazed
entirely over with a thick coat of ice, formed
from the water which was dathed up by the
reiterated firokes of their clubs. T'wo hours
elapfed before one half of the way was broken ;
the ice was found much thicker than had been
imagined; the clubs were fhivered to pieces;
the men were quite exhaufted; and having
fuffered the boat to remain ftationary for a
minute or two in a part where the ice was
remarkably thick, it was frozen up, fo that
the utmoft exertions of the crew and paflen~
gers united were unable to extricate it. In
this predicament a council was held; it was
impoflible to move either backward or for-
ward; the boat was half a mile from the
fhore; no one would attempt to walk there
on the ice; to remain all night in the boat
- would
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would be death. Luckily I had a pair of piftols
in my holfters, and having fired a few fignals,
the attention of the people on thore was at-
tracted towards us, and a {mall batteau, which
is a light boat with a flat bottom, was dif-
patched for our relief.  This was not fent,
however, for the purpofe of bringing a fingle
perfon back again, but to afiift us in getting
to the oppofite fhore. It was flipped along
a-head of the large boat, and two or three
men having ftepped into it, rccked it about
from fide to fide until the ice was fufliciently
broken for the large boat to follow. The bat-
teau was now in the water, and the men feat-
ing themfelves as much as poffible towards
the ftern, by fo doing raifed the bow of it
confiderably above the ice; by means of boat
hooks it was then pulled on the ice again, and
by rocking it abount as before a paffage was
as eafily opened. In this manner we got on,
and at the end of three hours and ten minutes
found ourfelves again upon dry land, fully pre-
pared for enjoying the pleafures of a bright
firefide and a good dinner. The people at the
tavern had feen us coming acrofs, and had
accordingly prepared for our reception ; and as
each individual thought he had travelled quite
far enough that day, the paflengers remained
together till the next morning.

H 3 At



12z TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMERICA:

At the American taverns, as | before men-
tioned, all forts of people, juft as they happen
to arrive, are crammed together into the one
room, where they muft reconcile themfelves
to each other the beft way they can. On the
prefent occafion, the company confifted of
about thirteen people, among{t whom were
fome eminent lawyers from Virginia and the
fouthward, together with a judge of the fu-
preme court, who were going to Philadel-
phia againft the approaching feflions: it was
not, however, till after I quitted their com-
pany that T heard who they were; for thefe
kind of gentlemen in America are fo very
plain, both in their appearance and manners,
that a ftranger would not fufpeé that they
were perfons of the confequence which they
really are in the country. There were alfo
in the company two or three of the neigh-
bouring farmers, boorith, ignorant, and ob-
trufive fellows. It is fcarcely poffible for a
dozen Americans to fit together without
quarrelling about politics ; and the Britith
treaty, which had juft been ratified, now
gave rife to a long and acrimonious debate}
The farmers were of one opinion, and gab-
bled away for a long time; the lawyers and
the judge were of another, and in turns they
rofe to anfwér their opponents with all the.

power of rhetoric which they poflefled.
Neither
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Neither party could fay any thing to change

the fentiments of the other one ; the noify con-
teft lafted till late at night, when getting
heartily tired they withdrew, not to their re-
fpe&ive chambers, but to the general one that
held five or fix beds, and in which they laid
down in pairs. Here the converfation was
again revived, and purfued with as much noife
as below, till at laft fleep clofed their eyes, and
happily their mouths at the fame time ; for
could they have talked in their fleep, I verily
believe they wouldhave prated on untilmorn-
ing. Thanks to our ftars! my friend and
I got the only two-bedded room in the houfe
to ourfelves. 'The next morning I left the
banks of the Sufquehannah; and the {ucceed-
ing day reached Philadelphia.
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LETTER VIL

Philadelphia gayer in the W inter than at any
other Seafon.—Celebration in that City of
General Wafbingror's Birth ~Day.—Some
Account of General Wafbington’s Perfon and
of bis Charater.— Americans diffatisfied with
bis Conduét as Prefident.— 4 Spirit of Dif-

Jfatisfaction common amongft them.

MY DEARSIR, Philadelphia, February,
HILADELPHIA now wears a very
different afpe&t to what it did when [
landed there in the month of November.
Both congrefs and the ftate aflembly are fit-
ting, as well as the fupreme federal court.
'The city is full of ftrangers; the theatres are
open; and a variety of public and private
amufements are going forward. On General
Wathington’s birth day, which wasa few days
ago, this city was unufually gay *; every per-
fon

* On this day General Wathington terminated his fixty-
fourth year ; but though not an unhealthy man, he feemed
confiderably older. The innumerable vexations he has met
with in his different public capacities have very fenfibly im-
paired the vigour of his conftitution, and given him an aged ap-
pearance, ‘There is a very material difference, however, in his
looks when feen in private and when he appears in public full

2 dreft;
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‘fon of confequence in it, Quakers alone ex-
cepted, made it a point to vifit the General on
this

dreft; in the latter cafe the hand of art makes up for the ra~
vages of time, and he feems many years younger.

Few perfons find themfelves for the firlt time in the pre-
fence of General Wathington, a man fo renowned in the pre-
fent day for his wifdom and moderation, and whofe rame will
be tranfmitted with fuch honour to pofterity, without being im-
prefled with a certain degree of vencration and awe; nor do
thefe emotions fubfide on a clofer acquaintance; on the con-
trary, his perfon and deportment are fuch as rather tend to
augment them. There is fomething very auftere in his coun-
tenance, and in his manners he i1s uncommonly referved. I
have heard fome officers, that {erved immediately under his com-
mand during the American war, fay, that they never faw him
fmile during all the time that thgy were with him, No man has
ever yet been conneéted with him by the reciprocal and un-
conftrained ties of {riendihip; and but a few can boaft even of
having beenon an eafy and familiar footing with him,

The height of his perfon is about five feet eleven; his cheft
is full ; and his limbs, though rather flender, well thaped, and
‘pufcalar.  His head is {mall, in which refpet he refembles the
make of a great number of his countrymen. His eyes are of a
light grey colour; and, in proportion to the length of his face,
his nofe is long. Mr. Stewart, the eminent portrait painter,
told me, that there are features in his face totally different
from what he ever obferved in that of any other human being ;
the fockets for the eyes, forinftance, are larger than what he
ever met with before, and the upper part of the nofe breader.
All his features, he obferved, were indicative of the ftrongeft
and moft ungovernable paffions, and had he been born in the
forefts, it was his opinion that he would have been the fierceft
man amonglt the favage tribes. In this, Mr. Stewart has given
a proof of his great difcernment and intimate knowledge of
the human countenance; for although General Wathington
has been extolled for his great moderation and calmnefs, during
the very trying fituations in which he has fo often been placed,
yet thofe who have been acquainted with him the longeft and
' moft
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this day. As early as eleven o’clock in the

morning he was prepared to receive them,
and

moft intimately, fay, that he is by nature a man of a fierce and
irritable difpofition, but that, like Socrates, his judgment and
great felf-command have always made him appear a man of a
different caft in the eyes of the world. He fpeaks with great
diffidence, and fometimes hefitates for a word ; but it is always
to find one particularly well adapted to his meaning. His
language is manly and expreflive. At levee, his difcourfe with
#rangers turns principally upon the fubje@ of America; and
if they have been through any remarkable places, his conver-
fation is free and particularly interefting, as he is intimately
acquainted with every part of the country, He'is much more
open and free in his behaviour at levee than in private, and in
the company of ladies ftill more fo than when folely with men.

General Wathington gives no public dinners or other en-
+ertalnments, except to thofe who are in diplomatic capacities,
and to a few families on terms of intimacy with Mrs., Wathing-
ron. Strangers, with whom he wifhes to have fome conver-
fation about agriculture, or any fuch fubjeét, are fometimes in-
vited to tea. This by many is attributed to his faving difpo-
fiion ; but it is more juft to afcribe it to his prudence and fore-
fight; for as the falary of the prefident, as I have before ob-
ferved, is very fmall, and totally inadequate by itfelf to fupport
an expenfive ftyle of life, were he to give numerous and fplen-
did entertainments, the fame might poflibly be expeéted from
fubfequent prefidents, who, if their private fortunes were not
confiderable, would be unable to live in the fame ftyle, and -
might be expofed to many ill-natared obfervations, from the
relinquithment of what the people had been accuftomed to; it
is moft likely alfo that General Wathington has been atuated
by thefe motives, becaufe in his private capacity at Mount
Vernon every ftranger meets with a hofpitable reception from
him. '

General Wafhington’s felf-moderation is well known to the
world already. It is a remarkable circumftance, which re.
dounds io his eternal honour, that while prefident of the United

States
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and the audience lafted till three in the after-
noon. The fociety of the Cincinnati, the
clergy, the officers of the militia, and feveral
others, who formed a diftin& body of citizens,
came by themfelves feparately, The foreign
minifters attended in their richeft drefles and
moft {plendid equipages. Two large parlours
were open for the reception of the gentlemen,
the windows of one of whichtowards the {trect
were crowded with fpectators on the outfide.
The fideboard was furnithed with cake and
wines, whereof the vifitors partook. I never
obferved fo much cheerfulnefs before in the
countenance of General Wathington ; but 1t
was impofiible for him to remain infenfible to
the attention and the compliments paid to him
on this occafion.

The ladies of the city, equally attentive,
paid their refpets to Mrs. Wathington, who
received them in the drawing room up ttairs.
After having vifited the General, moft of the
gentlemen alfo waited upon her. A public
ball and fupper terminated the rejoicings of
the day.

Not one town of any importance was there
in the whole union, where fome meeting did

not

States he never appointed one of his own relations to any office
of truft or emolument, although he has feveral that e men
of abilities, and well qualified to fill the moft important ftations
in the government, '
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not take place in honour of this day; yet
fingular as it may appear, there are people in
the country, Americans too, foremoft in boaft-
ing to other nations of that coafututicn, which
has been raifed for them by his valour and
wifdom, who are either {o infenfible to his
meriz, or fo totally devoid of every generous
fentiment, that they can refufe to join in com-
mendations of thofe talents to which they are
{o much indebted; indeed to fuch a length
has this perverfe {pirit been carried, that I
have myfelf feen numbers of men, in all other
points men of refpectability, that have pe-
remptorily refufed even to pay him tne {inall
compliment of drinking to his health after
dinner; it is true indeed, that they qualify
their conduct partly by aflerting, that it is
only as prcﬁdcnt of the United States, and not
as General Walthington, that they have a dif-
like to himj; but this is only a mean fubter-
fuge, which they are forced to have récourfe
to, left their condu& flionld appear too
flrongly marked with ingratitude. During the
war there were many, and not loyalifts either,
who were doing all in their power to remove
*him from that command whereby he fo emi-
nently diftinguithed himfelf, It isthe {pirit of
diffatisfa&ion which forms a leading trait in
the character of the Americans as a people,

which preduces this malevolence at prefent,

jufh
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juft as it did formerly ; and if their public af-
fairs were regulated by a perfon fent from
heaven, I firmly believe his adts, inftead of
meeting with univerfal approbation, would
by many be confidered as deceitful and flagi-
tious.

LETTER VIIIL

Singular Mildnefs of the Winter of 1795-6.—
Set out for Lancafter—Turnpike Road be-
tween that Dlace and Philadelphia.——Sun-
mary View of the State of Pennfylvania.—
Defeription of the Farms between Lancafler
and Philadelpbrs.—The Farmers live in a
penurious Style.—Greatly inferior to Englifh
Farmers.—Bad Taverns on this Road—
Waggons and Waggoners—Cufloms of the
latter — Defcription of Lancafter.— Lately
made the Seat of the State Government . —
Manyfactures carried onthere—Rifle Gus s
Great Dexterity with which the Americans
ufe them.— Anecdote of two Virginian Sol-
diers belonging to @ Rifle Regiment.

MY DEAR SIR, Lancafter, March.
THIS winter has proved one of the mildeft
that has ever been experienced in the
country. During the laft month there were
two or three flight falls of fnow, but in nc
onc
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one inftance did it remain two days on the
ground. A {mart froft fet in, the firft week
of this month, and (now fell to the depth of
fix or feven inches; but on the third day a
fudden thaw came on, and it quickly difap-
peared : fince then the weather has remained
uncommonly mild. The feafon being {o fine,
and fo favourable for travelling, I was unwil-
ling to ftay at Philadelphia ; accordingly I fet
out for this place on horfeback, and arrived
here laft night, at the end of the fecond day’s
journey. From hence I intend to proceed
towards the fouth, to meet the approaching
{pring.

The road between Philadelphia and Lan-
cafter has lately undergone a thorough repair,
and tolls are levied upon it, to keep it in order,
under 'the diretion of a company. When-
ever thefe tolls afford a profit of more than
fifteen per cent. on the ftock originally {ub-
feribed for making the road, the company is
bound, by an aét of aflembly, to leffen them.
This is the firft attempt to have a turnpike
road in Pennfylvania, and it is by no means
relifhcd by the people at large, particularly by
the waggoners, who go in great numbers by
this route to Philadelphia from the back parts
of the ftate.

The ftate of Pennfylvania lies nearly in the
form of a parallelogram, whofe greateft length

is
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is from eaft to weft. This parallelogram is
¢roffed diagonally from the north-eaft to the
fouth-weft by feveral different ridges of
mountains, which are about one hundred miles
in breadth. The valleys between thefe ridges
contain a rich black foil, and in the fouth-
weft and north-eaft angles alfo, at the outfide
of the mountains, the foil is very good. The
northern parts of this ftate are but very thinly
inhabited as yet, but towards the fouth, the
whole way from Philadelphia to Pittfburgh, it
is well fettled. The moft populous part of it
is the fouth-eaft corner, which lies between
the mountainsand the river Delaware; through
this part the turnpike road paffes which leads
to Lancafter. The country on each fide of
the road is pleafingly diverfified with hill and
dale. Cultivation is chiefly confined to the
low lands, which are the richeft; the hills are
all left covered with wood, and afford a pleaf-
ing variety to the eye.  The further you ga
from Philadelphia the more fertile is the coun-
try, and the more picturefque at the famc
time.

On the whole road from Philadelphia to
Lancafter, there are not any two dwellings
ftanding together, excepting at a finall place
called Downing’s Town,which lies about mid-
way ; numbers of farm houfes, however, are
{cattered over the country as far as the eye

can
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can reach. Thele houfes are moftly built of
{tone, and are about as good as thofe ufually
met with on an arable farm of fifty acres in
2 well cultivated part of England. The
farms attached to thefe houfes contain about
two hundred acres each, and are, with a few
exceptions only, the property of the perfons
who cultivate them. In the cultivated parts
of Pennfylvania the farms rarely exceed three
hundred acres; towards the north, however,
where the fettlements are but few, large tralts
of land are in the hands of individuals, who
are {peculators and land jobbers. Adjoining
to the houfes there is generally a peach or an
apple orchard. With the fruit thev make
cyder and brandy ; the people have a method
alfo of drying the peaches and apples, after
having fliced them, in the fun, and thus cured
they laft all the year round. They are ufed
for pies and puddings, but they have a very
acrid tafte, and fcarcely any of the original
flavour of the fruit. The peaches in their beft
ftate are but indifferent, being fmall and dry ;
I never eat any that were good, excepting fuch
as were raifed with care in gardens. It is faid
ﬂ‘,‘at the climate is fo much altered, that they
will not grow now as they formerly did.
Ta April and May nightiy frofts are very com-
mon, which were totally unknown formerly,
and frequently the neachesare entirely blightc:i.

Gardens
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Gardents are very rare in the country parts of
Pennfylvania, for the farmers think the labour
which they require does not afford fufficient
profit; in the neighbourhood of towns, how-
ever, they are common, and the culinary ve-
getables raifed in them, are equal to any of
their refpective kinds in the world, potaroes
excepted, which generally have an earthy un- .
pleafant tafte.

Though the fouth-eaft part of the ftate
of Pennfylvania is better cultivated than any
other part of America, yet the ftyle of farm-
ing is on the whole very flovenly. I venture,
indeed, to affert, that the farmers do not raife
more on their two hundred acres than a {kil-
ful farmer in ‘Norfolk, Suffolk, or Effex, or
in any well cultivated part of England, would
do on fifty acres of good land there. The far-
mer alfo, who rents fifty acres of arable land
in England, lives far more comfortably in
‘every refpect than the farmer in Pennfylvania,
orin any other of the middle ftates, who owns
two hundred acres of land; his houfe will be
found better furnithed, and his table more
plentifully covered. That the farmers do
‘not live better in America, I hardly know
whether to afcribe to their love of making
money, or to their real indifference about bet-
ter fare ; perhaps it may be owing, in fome
- -Vor. I, I meafure,
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meafure, to both; certain it is however, that
their mode of living is moft wretched.

The taverns throughout this part of the
country are kept by farmers, and they are all
very indifferent.  If the traveller can procure
a few eggs with a little bacon, he ought to
reft fatisfied ; it is twenty to one that a bit of
freth meat is to be had, or any falted meat
except pork. Vegetables feem alfo to be very
{carce, and when you do get any, they ge-
nerally confift of turnips, or turnip tops boiled
by way of greens. 'The bread is heavy and
four, though they have as fine flour asany in
the world ; this is owing to their method of
making it; they raife it with what they call
Jots—hops and water boiled together. No
dependance is to be placed upon getting a
man at thefe taverns to rub down your horfe,
or even to give him his food; frequently there-
fore you will have to do every thing of the
kind for yourfelf, if you do not travel with a
fervant ; and indeed, even where men are kept
for the purpofe of attending to travellers,
which at fome of the taverns is the cafe,
they are {o fullen and difobliging that you feel
inclined to do every thing with your own
hands, rather than be indebted to them for their
affiftance : they always appear doubtful whe-
ther they fhould do any thing for you or not,

.and
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and to be reafoning within themfelves, whe-
ther it is not too great a departure from the
rules of equality to take the horfe of another
man, and whether it would not be a pleafing
ﬁght to fee a gentleman ftrip off his coat, and
_go to work for himfelf ; nor will money make
them alter their condut; civility, as I before
faid, is not to be purchafed at any expence in
America ; neverthelefs the people will pocket
your money with the utmoft readinefs, though
without thanking you for it. Of all beings
on the earth, Americans are the moft interefted
and covetous.

It is fcarcely poffible to go one mile on
this road without meeting numbers of wag-
gons pafling and repafling between the back
parts of the ftate and Philadelphia. Thefe
waggons are commonly drawn by four or five
horfes, four of which are yoked in pairs. The
waggons are heavy, the horfes {inall, and the
driver unmerciful ; the confequence of which
is, that in every team, nearly, there is a horfe
cither lame or blind. The Pennfylvanians are
notorious for the bad care which they take of
their horfes. Excepting the night be tempef-
tuous, the waggoners never put their horfes
under fhelter, and thenit is only under a thed ;
each tavern is ufually provided with a large
one for the purpofe. Market or High-ftreet,
in Philadelphia, the ftreet by which thefe peo-

I2 ple
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ple come into the town, is always crowded
with wiggons and horfes, that are left ftand-
ing there all night. This is to fave money;
the expence of putting them into a ftable,
would be too great, in the opinion of thefe
people.  Food for the horfes is always carried
in the waggon, and the moment they ftop they
are unvoked, and fed whilft they are warm.
By this treatment, half the poor animals are
foundered. 'The horfes are fed out of a large
trough carried for the purpofe, and fixed on
the pole of the waggon by means of iron
pll]s.

Lancafter is the largeft inland town in
North America, and contains about nine hun-
dred houfes, built chiefly of brick and ftone,
together with fix churches, a court houfe, and.
gaol. Of the churches, there is one refpec-
tively for German Lutherans, German Cal-
vinifts, Moravians, Englith Epifcopalians, and
Roman Catholics.  The ftreets are laid out
regularly, and crofs each other at right
angles.

An a& of aflembly has been paffed, for -
making this town the feat of the ftate govern-
ment inftead of Philadelphia, and the affembly
was tomeet in the year 1797. This circum-
ftance is much in favour of the improvement
of the town. The Philadelphians, inimical to
the meafure, talked of it much in the fame

ftyle:
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ftyle that they do now of the remaval of the
feat of the federal government, faying, that it
muft be again changed to Philadelphia; but
the neceflity of having the feat of the le-
giflature as central as poffible in each ftate is
obvious, and if a change does take place again,
it is moft likely that it will only be to remove
the feat ftill farther from Philadelphia. On
the fame principle, the affembly of Virginia
meets now at Richmond inftead of William{-
burgh, and that of New York ftate, at Albany
inftead of the city of New York.

Several different kinds of articles are ma-
nufactured at Lancafter by German mecha-
nics, individually, principally for the people of
the town and the neighbourhood. Rifled bar-
rel guns however are to be excepted, which,
although not as handfome as thofe im-
ported from England, are more efteemed by
the hunters, and are fent to every part of the
country.

The rifled barrel guns, commonly ufed in
America, are nearly of the length of a mufket,
and carry leaden balls from the fize of thirty
to fixty in the pound. Some hunters prefer
thofe of a fmall bore, becaufe they require but
little ammunition; others prefer fuch as have
a wide bore, becaufe the wound which they
inflict is more certainly attended with death;
the wound, however, made by a ball dif-

I; charged
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/LETTER IX.

Number of Germans in the Neighbourbood of
York and Lancafter —How brought over —
White Slave Trade.— Cruelty frequently prac-
tifed in the carrying it on—Charatter of the
German Settlers contrafted with that of the
Americans—Paffage of the Sufquebannabh
between York and Lancafter —Great Beauty
of the Profpeéts along the Rz'wr.-.-—Ddcﬂ;o-
tion of York.—Courts of Fuftice there.—Of
the Pennfyloanian Syftem of Fudicature.

MY DEAR SIR, York, March.,

Arrived at this place, which is about twenty
miles diftant from Lancafter, yefterday.
The inhabitants of this town, as well as thofe
of Lancafter and of the adjoining country,
confift principally of Dutch and German emi-
grants, and their defcendants. Great num-
bers of thefe people emigrate to America every
year, and the importation of them forms a
very confiderable branch of commerce. They
are for the moft part brought from the Hanfe
Towns and from Rotterdam. 'The veflels fail
thither from America, laden with different
kinds of produce, and the mafters of them,
on arriving there, entice on board as many of
thefe people as they can perfuade to leave
their
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their native country, without demanding any
money for their paflage. When the veffel
arrives in America, an advertifement is put
into the paper, mentioning the different kinds
of men on board, whether {miths, tailors,
carpenters, labourers, or the like, and the peo-
ple that are in want of fuch men flock down
to the veflel ; thefe poor Germans are then {fold
to the higheft bidder, and the captain of the
vefle], or the thip holder, puts the money into

his pocket *,
There have been many very fhocking in-
ftances of cruelty in the carrying on of this
trade, vulgarly called ¢ The white flave
¢ trade.” I fhall tell you but of one. While
the yellow fever was raging in Philadelphia in
the year 1793, at which timefew veflels would
venture to approach nearer to the city than
Fort Mifftin, four miles below it, a captain in
the trade arrived in the river, and hearing that
fuch was the fatal nature of the infetion, that
a fufficient number of nurfes could not be
procured to attend the fick for any fum what-
ever, he conceived the philanthropic idea of
fupplying this deficiency from amongft his
paflengers ; accordingly he boldly failed up to
‘the city, and advertifed his cargo for fale:
“« A few

# Thoufands of peaple were brought from the north of Ire-
land in the fame way hefore the war with France.
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¢ A few healthy fervants, generally between
s¢ feventeen and eighteen years of age, are juft
< arrived in the brig , their times will
“ be difpofed of by applying on board.” The
cargo, as you may fuppofe, did not remain
long unfold. This anecdote was communi-
cated to me by a gentleman, who has the ori-
ginal advertifement in his poffeflion.

When I tell you that peoplé are fold in this
manner, it is not to be underftood that they
are fold for ever, but only for a certain num-
ber of years ; for two, three, four, or five years,
according to their refpective merits. A good
mechanic, that underftands a particular kind
of trade, for which men are much wanted in
America, has to ferve a thorter time than a
mere labourer, as more money will be given
for his time, and the expence of his paffage
does not exceed that of any other man, Dur-
ing their fervitude, thefe people are liable to
be refold at the caprice of their mafters; they
are as much ynder dominion as negro flaves,
and if they attempt to run away, they may be
imprifoned like felons. The laws refpeéting
¢ redemptioners,” {o are the men called that
are brought over in this manner, were ground-
ed on thofe formed for the Englith conviéts
before the revolution, and they arevery fevere.

.The Germans are a quiet, fober, and induf-
tricus fet of people, and are moft valuable

citizens,
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citizens. ‘They generally fettle a good many
together in one place, and, as may be fup-
pofed, in confequence keep up many of the
cuftoms of their native country as well as their
own language. In Lancafter and the neigh-
bourhood, German is the prevailing language,
and 'numbers of people living there are ig-
norant of any other. The Germans are fome
of the beft farmers in the United States, and
they feldom are to be found but where the
land is particularly good; wherever they fettle
they build churches, and are wonderfully at-
tentive to the duties of religion. In thefe-and
many other refpects the Germans and their
defcendants differ widely from the Americans,
that is, from the defcendants of the Englifh,
Scotch, Irith, and other nations, who from
having lived in the country for many genera-
tions, and from having mingled together, now
form one people, whofe manners and habits
are very much the fame.

The Germans are a plodding race of men,
wholly intent upon their own bufinefs, and
indifferent about that of others: a ftranger is
never molefted as he pafles through their {et-
tlements with inquifitive and idle queftions.
On arriving amongft the Americans*, how-

ever,

# In fpeaking of the Americans here, and in the following
lines, it is thofe of the lower and middling claffes of the people

which I allude to, fuch as are met with in the country part.
of Pennfylvania,
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ever, a ftranger muft tell where he came from,
where he is going, what his name is, what his
bufinefs is ; and until he gratifies their curiofity
on thefe points, and many others of equal im-
portance, he is never fuffered to remain quiet
for a moment. In a tavern, he muft fatisfy
every freth fet that comes in, in the fame
manner, or involve himfelf in a quarrel, efpe-
cially if it is found out that he is not a native,
which it does not require much fagacity to
difcover.

The Germans give themfelves but little
trouble about politics ; they elect their repre-
fentatives to ferve in congrefs and the ftate
affemblies; and fatisfied that deferving men
have been chofen by the people at large, they
truft that thefe men do what is beft for the
public good, and therefore abide patiently by
their decifions: they revere the conftitution,
confcious that they live happily under it, and
exprefs no withes to have it altered. The
Americans, however, are for ever cavilling at
fome of the public meafures; fomething or
other is always wrong, and they never appear
perfe&tly fatisfied. If any great meafure is
before congrefs for difcuffion, feemingly dif-
truftful of the abilities or the integrity of the
men they have ele¢ted, they meet together in
their towns or diftricts, canvafs the matter
themfelves, and then fend forward inftrucions

I to
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to their reprefentatives how to a&. They
never confider that any important queftion is
more likely to meet with a fair difcuffion in an
affembly, where able men are colle¢ted toge-
ther from all parts of the ftates, than in an
obfcure corner, where a few individuals are
affembled, who have no opportunity of get-
ting general information on the f{ubject. Party
{pirit is for ever creating diflentions amongfk
them, and one man is continually endeavour-
ing to obtrude his political creed upon another.
If it is found out that a ftranger is from Great
Britain or Ireland, they immediately begin to
boaft of their own conftitution and freedom,
and give him to underftand, that they think
every Englithman a flave, becaufe he fubmits
to be called a fubje¢t. Their opinions are for
the moft part crude and dogmatical, and prin-
cipally borrowed from new{papers, which are
wretchedly compiled from the pamphlets of
the day; having read a few of which, they
think themfelves arrived at the {ummit of
intelleCtual excellence, and qualified for
making the deepeft political refearches.

The Germans, as I have faid, are fond of
fettling near each other : when the young men
of a family are grown up, they generally en-
deavour to get a piece of land in the neigh-
bourhood of their relations, and by their in-
duftry foon make it valuable; the American,

on
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on the contrary, is of a roving difpofition, and
wholly regardlefs of the ties of confanguinity ;
he takes his wife with him, goes to a diftant
part of the country, and buries himfelf in the
woods, hundreds of miles diftant from the reft
of his family, never perhaps to fee them again.
In the back parts of the country, you always
meet numbers of men prowling about to try
and buy cheap land ; having found what they
like, they immediately remove: nor having
once removed, are thefe people fatisfied ; reft<
lefs and difcontented with what they poffefs,
they are for ever changing. It is fcarcely pof=
fible in any part of the continent to find a
man, amongft the middling and lower clafles
of Americans, who has not changed his farm
and his refidence many different times. Thus
it is, that though there are not more than
four millions of people in the United States,
yet they are fcattered from the confines of
Canada to the fartheft extremity of Georgia,
and from the Atlantic to the banks of the
Mifliffippi. Thoufands of acres of wafte land
are annually taken up in unhealthy and un-
fruitful parts of the country, notwithftanding
that the beft fettled and healthy parts of the
middle ftates would maintain five times the
number of inhabitants that they do at prefent.
The American, however, does not change
about from place to place in this manner merely

to
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to gratify a wandering difpofition; in every
change he hopes to-make money. By the
defire of making money, both the Germans
and Americans of every clafs and defcription,
are actuated in all their movements; felf-
intereft is always uppermoft in their thoughts;
it is the idol which they worthip, and at its
fhrine thoufands and thoufands would be
found, in all parts of the country, ready to
make a facrifice of every noble and generous
fentiment that can adorn the human mind.

In coming to this place from Lancafter, I
croffed the Sufquehannah River, which runs
nearly midway between the two towns, at the
{mall village of Columbia, as better boats are
‘kept there than at either of the ferries higher
up or lower down the river. The Sufque-
hannah is here fomewhat more than a quarter
of a mile wide ; and for a confiderable diftance,
both above and below the ferry, it abounds
with iflands and large rocks, over which la&t
the water runs with prodigious velocity: the
roaring noif¢ that 1t makes Js heard a great
way off. The banks rife very boldly on each
fide, and are thickly wooded ; the iflands alfo
are covered with fmall trees, which, inter-
{perfed with the rocks, produce a very fine
effe. The fcenery in every point of view
is wild and romantic. In croffing the river
it is neceflary to row up againft the fiream

under



128 TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMERICA:

under the fhore, and then to ftrike over to
the oppofite fide, under the fhelter of fome
of the largeft iflands. As thefe rapids con-
tinue for many miles, they totally impede the
navigation, excepting when there are floods
in the river, at which time large rafts may
be conduted down the fiream, carrying feve-
ral hundred barrels of flour. It is faid that the
river could be rendered navigable in this
‘neighbourhood, but the expence of fuch an
undertaking would be enormous, and there is
little likelihood indeed that it will ever be
attempted, as the Pennfylvanians are already
engaged in cutting a canal below Harrifburgh,
which will conne¢t the navigable part of the
river with the Schuylkill, and alfo another
canal from the Schuylkill to the Delaware,
by means of which a vent will be opened
for the produce of the country bordering upon
the Sufquehannah at Philadelphia. Thefe
canals would have been finithed by this time,
if the fubfcribers had all paid their refpective
fhares, but at prefent they are almoft at a ftand
for want of money.

The quantity of wild fowl that is feen on
every part of the Sufquehannah is immenfe.
Throughout America the wild fowl is excel-
lent and plentiful; but there is one duck in
particular found on this river, and alfo on Pa-
towmac and James rivers, which furpafles all

others :
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ethers: it is called the white or canvafs-back
duck, from the feathers between the wings
being fomewhat of the colour of canvafs. This
duck is held in fuch eftimation in America, that
it is fent frequently as a prefent for hundreds
of miles—indeed it would be a dainty morfel
for the greateft epicure in any country.

York contains about five hundred houfes
and {ix churches, and is much fuch another
town as Lancafter. Tt is inhabited by Ger-
mans, by whom the fame manufactures are
carried on as at Lancafter.

The courts of common pleas, and thofe of
general quarter {effions, were holding when I
reached this piace; I found it difficult, there-
fore, at firft, to procure accommodation, but
at laft I got admiffion in a houfe principally
taken up by lawyers. To behold the ftrange
affemblage of perfons that was brought toge-
ther this morning in the one poor apartment
which was allotted to all the lodgers, wasreally
a {ubject of diverfion. Here one lawyer had
his clients in a corner of the room; there
another had his; a third was fhaving; a
fourth powdering his own hair; a fifth not-
ing his brief; and the table flanding in the
aniddle of the room, between a clamorous {gt
of old men on one {ide, and three or four
wotnen in tears on the other; I and the reft
of the company who were not lawyers, were
ieft to eat our breakfaft.

Vor. I, K On
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On entering into the courts, a ftranger isapt
to {mile at the grotefque appearance of the
judges who prefide in them, and at their man-
ners on the bench; tat th - {mile muft be fup-
prefied when it is recolleéted, that there is no
country, perhaps, in the world, where juttice
15 more impartially adminiftered, or more eafily
obtained by thofe who havebeen injured. The
judges in the country parts of Pennfylvania
are no more than plain farmers, who from their
infancy have been accuftomed to little elfe
than following the plough. The laws ex-
prefsly declare that there muft be, at leaft,
three judges refident in every county ; now as
the falary allowed is but a mere trifle, no law-
yer would accept of the office, which of courfe
muft be filled from amongft the inhabitants *,
who are all in a happy ftate of mediocrity,
and on a perfe¢t equality with each other. The
diftri¢ judge, however, who prefides in the
diftrict or circuit, has a larger falary, and is
a man of a different caft, The diftrict or cir-
cuit confifts of at leaft three, but not more than
fix counties. 'The county judges, which I
have mentioned, are ¢° judges of the court of
common pleas, and by virtue of their offices
“ alfo juftices of oyer and terminer, and ge-

2 «¢ neral

* This is alfo the cafe in Philadelphia, where we find prac-
ting phyficians and furgeons fitting on the bench as judges in
4 court of juftice,
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< neral gaol delivery, for the trial of capital
¢ and other offenders therein.”  Any two
judges compofe the court of quarter feffions.
Under certain regulations, eftablithed by law,
the accufed party has the power of removing
the proceedings into the fupreme court, which
has jurifdition over every part of the ftate.
This fhort account of the courts relates only
to Pennfylvania: every ftate in the union has
a feparate code of laws for itfelf, and a diftin&
judicature.

LETTER X

Of the Country near York~—Of the Soil of the
Country on each Side of the Blue Mountains.
—Frederic-town.—Change in the Inbabi-
tants and in the Country as you proceed to-
wards the Sea.—Numbers of Slaves—To-
bacco chiefly cultivated — Inquifitivenefs of the
People at the Taverns—Obfervations thereon.
—Defeription of the Great Falls of the Pa-
towmac River.—George Town—OFf the
Country between that Place and Hoe's Ferry.
—Poifonous Vines—~Port Tobacco.— Wret~
ched Appearance of the Country bordering
upon the Ferry.~—=Slaves neglected.—Paffage

K2 of
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of the Patowmac wvery dangerous.—Frefl
Water Oyfters— Landed on a deferted Part
of the Virginian Shore.—Great Fofjitality
of the Virginians.

Stratford, March.
N the neighbourhood of York and Lanca-
fter, the {oil confifts of a rich, brown,loamy
earth ; and if you proceed in a fouth-wefterly
courfe, parallel to the Blue Mountains, you
meet with the fame kind of foil as far as Fre-
deric in Maryland. Here it changes gradually
to a deep reddifh colour, and continues much
the fame along the eaftern fide of the moun-
tains, all the way down to North Carolina.
On croffing over the mountains, however, di-
re@ly from Frederic, the fame fertile brown
{oil, which is common in the neighbourhood
of York and Lancafter, is again met with, and
it is found throughout the Shenandoah Valley,
and as far down as the Carolinas, on the weft
fide of the mountains.
~ Between York and Frederic in Maryland
there are two or three fmall towns; viz. Han-
over, Peterfburgh, and Woodfburgh, but there
is nothing worthy of mention in any of them.
Frederic contains about feven hundred houfes
and five churches, two of which are for Ger-
man Lutherans, one for Prefbyterians, one for
Calvinifts, and one for Baptifts. It isa flourith-

-0
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ing town, and carries on a brifk inland trade.
The arfenal of the ftate of Maryland is placed
here, the fituation being fecure and central.

From Frederic I proceeded in a foutherly
courfe through Montgomery county in Mary-
land. 1In this dire@ion the {oil changes to a
yellowith fort of clay mixed with gravel, and
continues much the fame until you come to
the federal city, beyond which, asI have before
mentioned, it becomes more and more fandy
-as you approach the fea ccaft. The change
in the face of the country after leaving Fre-
deric is gradual, but at the end of a day’s jour-
ney a ftriking difference is perceptible. Inftead
of well cultivated fields, green with wheat,
fuch as are met with along that rich track
which runs contiguous to the mountains, large
pieces of land, which have been worn out with
the culture of tobacco, are here feen lying
waite, with fcarcely an herb to cover them.
Inftead of the furrows of the plough, the
marks of the hoe appear on the ground; the
fields are overfpread with little hillocks for
the reception of tobacco plants, and the eye is
affailed in every diretion with the unpleafant
fight of gangs of male and female flaves toil-
ing under the har(h commands of the overfeer.
The difference in the manners of the inha-
bitants is alfo great. Inftead of being amongft
the phlegmatic Germans, a traveller finds him-

K3 felf
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felf again in the midft of an inquifitive and
prying fet of Americans, to gratify whofe curi-
ofity it is always neceflary to devote a certain
portion of time after alighting ata tavern.

A traveller on arriving in America may
poflibly imagine, that it is the defire of obtain-
ing ufeful information which leads the peo-
ple. wherever he ftops, to accoft him; and
that the particular enquiries refpecting the ob-
je& of his purfuits, the place of his abode, and
that of his deftination, &c. are made to pre-
pare the way for queftions of a more general
nature, and for converfation that may be at-
tended with fome amufement to him; he
therefore readily anfwers them, hoping in re-
turn to gain information about the country
through which he paffes; but when it is
found that thefe queftions are afked merely
through an idle and impertinent curiofity, and
that by far the greater part of the people who
afk them are ignorant, boorith fellows; when
it is found that thofe who can keep up fome
little converfation immediately begin to talk
upon politics, and to abufe every country ex-
cepting their own; when, laftly, it is found that
the people {carcely ever give fatisfactory an-
fwers at firft to the enquiries which are made
by a ftranger refpe&ing their country, but
always hefitate, as if fufpicious that he was
afking thefe queftions to procure fome local

information!
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inforination, in order to enabie him to over-
reach them in a bargain, or to make fome
{peculation in land to their injury; the tra-
veller then lofes all patience at this difagree-~
able and prying difpofition, and feels difpofed
to turn from them with difguft; {till, how-
ever, if he wifhes to go through the country
peaceably, and without quarrellisg at every
place where he ffops, it is ablolutely necef-
fary to anfwer fome few of their queitions.
Having followed the high way as far as
Moiitgomery court-houfe, which is about
thirty miles from Frederic, I turncd off along
a bye road running through the weods, in or-
der to {ce the great falls of Patowmmac River.
The view of them from the IMaryland fhore is
very pleafing, but not {fo1c ¢l foos that from
the oppofite fide. IIavmg ;cs.cned the river
therefore clofe tothe Falls, [ rodeziong through
_the woods, with which its banks are covered,
for fome diftance higher up, to a place where
there was a ferry, and where I croffed into
Virginia. From the place where I ianded to
the Falls, which is a diftance of abkout three
miles, there is a wild romantic path running
along the margin of the river, and winding
at the fame time sound the bafe of a hlgh
hill covered with lofty trees and rocks. Near
to the fhore, almoft the whole way, there are
clufters of f{mall iflands covered with trees,

K4 which
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which fuddenly oppofing the rapid courfe of
the ftream, form very dangerous eddies, in
which boats arefrequently loft when navigated
by men who are not active and careful. On
the thore prodigious heaps of white fand are
wafhed up by the waves, and in many places
the path is rendered almoft impaflable by piles
of large trees, which have been brought down
from the upper country by floods, and drifted
together. ‘

The river, at the ferry which I mentioned,
is about one mile and a quarter wide, and it
continues much the fame breadth as far as the
Falls, where it is confiderably contradted and
confined in its channel by immenfe rocks on
either fide. There alio 1ts courle 1s very fud-
denly altered, fo much io indeed, that below
the Falls for a fhort diftance it runs in an op=
pofite direéion from what it did above, but
foon after it refumes its fermer courfe. The
water does not defcend perpendicularly, ex-
cepting in one part clofe to the Virginian
fhore, where the height is about thirty feet,
but comes ruthing down with tremendous im-
petuofity over a ledre of rocks in feveral dif-
ferent falis.  The bait view of the cataract is
from the top of a pile of rocks about fixty
feet above the level of the water, and which,
owingto the bend in the river, is fituated nearly
oppciite to the Fails.  The river comes from

 the
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the right, then gradually turning, precipitates
(itfelf down the Falls, and winds along at the
foot of the rocks on which you ftand with
great velocity. ‘The rocks are of a flate co-
lour, and lie in ftrata ; the {urface of them in
many places is gloffy and fparkling.

From hence I followed the courfe of the
river downwards as far as George Town,
where I again crofled it; and after paffing
through the federal city, proceeded along the
Maryland thore of the river to Pifcatoway,
and afterwards to Port Tobacco, two fmall
towns fituated on creeks of their own name,
which run into the Patowmac. Inthe neigh-
bourhood of Pifcatoway there are {everal very
fine views of the Virginian fhore; Mount
Vernon in particular appears to great ad-
vantage.

I obferved here great numbers of the poi-
fonous vines which grow about the large
trees, and are extremely like the common
grape vines. If handled in the morning,
when the branches are moift with the dew,
they infallibly raife blifters on the bands,
which it is fometimes difficult to get rid of.

Port Tobacco contains about eighty houfes,
moft of which are of wood, and very poor.
There is a large Enghth epifcopalian church
on the border of the town, built of ftone,

which formerly was an ornament to the place,
~ but
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but it is now entirely out of repair ; the win-
dows are all broken, and the road is carried
through the church-yard over the graves, the
paling that furrounded it having been torn
down. NNear the town i1s Mount Mifery, to-
wards the top of which is a medicinal {pring,
remarkable in {fummer for the coldnefs of the
water.

From Port Tobacco to Hoe’s Ferry, on the
Patowmac River, the country is flat and fandy,
and wears a moft dreary afpe¢t. Nothing
is to be feen here for miles together but ex-
tenfive plains, that have been worn out by
the culture of tobacco, overgrown with yel-
low fedge *, and inter{perfed with groves of
pine and cedar trees, the dark green colour
of which forms a curious contraft with the
yellow of the fedge. In the midft of thefe
plains are the remains of feveral good houfes,
which fhew that the country was once very
different to what it is now. Thefe were the
houfes, moft probably, of people who ori-
ginally fettled in Maryland with Lord Bal-
timore, but which have now been fuffered

to

* This fedge, as it is called, is a fort of caarfe grafs, fohard
this cattle will not eat it, which fprings up fpontaneoufly, in
this part of the country, on the ground that has been left wafte;
it commonly grows about two feet high; towards winter it
turns yellow, and remains ftanding until the enfuing {fummer,
when 2 new growth difplaces that of the former vear. At
its firft fpringing up it is of a bright green colour. -
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to go to decay, as the land around them is
worn out, and the people find it more to their
intereft to remove to another part of the
country, and clear a piece of rich land, than
to attempt to reclaim tiefe exhaufted plains.
In confequencc of this, the couniry in many
of the lower parts of Maryland appears as
if it had been deferted by one half of its in-
habitants.

Such a number of roads in different direc-
tions crofs over thefe flats, upon none of which
there is any thing like a direction poft, and the
face of a human being is {o rarely met with,
that it 1s fcarcely poffible for a traveller to
find out the dire¢t way at once. Inftead of
twelve miles, the diftance by the firaight road
from Port Toobacco to the ferry, my horfe had
certainly travelled twice the number before
we got there. The ferry-houfe was one of
thofe old dilapidated manfions that formerly
was the refidence perhaps of fome wealthy
planter, and at the time when the fields yielded
their rich crops of tubacco would have af-
. forded fome refrethment to the weary travel-
ler ; but in the ftate I found it, it was the
picture of wretchednefs and poverty. After
having waited for two hours and a half for
my bleakfaﬁ the moft I could procure was
two eggs, a pmt of milk, and a bit of cake
bread, {carcely as big as my hand, and but lit-

‘ tle
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tle better than dough. This I had alfo to

divide with my fervant, who came to inforin
me, that there was abfolutely nothiny to eat
in the houfe but what had been brought to
me. I could not but mention this circume-
ftance to feveral perfons when I got into Vir- .
ginia, and many of thém informed me, that
they had experienced the fame treatment
themfelves at this houfe ; yet this houfe had
the name of a tavern. What the white peo-
ple who inhabited it lived upon I could not
difcover, but it was evident that they took
care of themfelves. As for the poor {laves,
however, of which there were many in the
huts adjoining the tavern, they had a moft
wretched appearance, and feemed to be half
ftarved. The menand women were covered
with rags, and the children were running
abeut ftark naked.

After having got into the ferry boat, the
man of the houfe, as if con(cious that he had
given me very bad fare, told me that there
wasa bank of oyfters in theriver, clofe to which
it was neceflary to pafs, and that if I chofe to
itop,the men would procure abundance of them
for me. The curiofity of getting oyfters in
frefh water tempted metoftop, and the men got
near a buthel of thzm in a very few minutes.
Thefe oyfters are extremly good when cooked,
“ut very difagresable caten raw 5 indeed all the

- oyfters
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oyfters found in America, not exceptiug what
are taken at New York, fo clofe to the ocean,
are, in the opinion of moft Europeans, very in-
different and taftelefs when raw. The Ame-
ricans, on their part, find flill greater fault with
our oylters, which they fay are not fit to be
eat in any thape, becaufe they tatte of cop-
per. The Patowmac, as well as the reft of
the rivers in Virginia, abounds with excellent
fith of many different kinds, as fturgeon, (had,
roach, herrings, &c. which form a very prin-
cipal part of the food of the people living in
the neighbourhood of them. .

The river at the ferry is about three miles
wide, and with particular winds the waves rife
very high; in thefe cafes they always tie the
horfes, for fear of accidents, before they fet
out ; indeed, with the fmall open boats which
they make ufe of, it is what ought always to
be done, for in this country gufts of wind rife
fuddenly, and frequently when they are not at
all expected : having omitted to take this pre-
caution, the boat was on the point of being
overfet two or three different times as I crofi-
ed over.

On the Virginian {here, oppofite to the ferry
houfe from whence I failed, there are feveral
large creeks, which fall into the Patowmac,
and it is impofible to crofs thefe on horfeback,
without riding thirty or forty miles up a fandy

unin-
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uninterefting part of the country to the fords
or bridges. As I wifhed to go beyond thefe
creeks, I therefore hired the boatmen to carry
me ten miles down the Patowmac Riverin the
ferry boat, paft the mouths of them all; this
they accordingly did, and in the afterncon I
tanded on the beach, not a little picafed at
finding that I had reached the fhore without
having been under the neceflity of {wimming
any part of the way, for during the laft hour
the horfes had not remained quiet for two mi-
nutes together, and on one or two occafions,
having got both to the {ame fide of the boat,
the trim of it was very nearly deftroyed, and
it was with the utmoft difficulty that we pre-
vented it from being overfet.

The part of the country where I landed ap+
peared to be a perfet wildernefs ; no traces of
a road or pathway were vifible on the loofe
white {fand, and the cedar and pine trees grew
fo clofely together on all fides, that it was
fcarcely poffible to fee farther forward in any
dirc¢tion than one hundred yards, Taking a
courfe, however, as nearly as I could guefs, in
a dire¢t line from the river up the country,
at the end of an hour I came upon a narrow
road, which led to a large old brick houfe,
fomewhat fimilar to thofz I had met with on
the Maryland thore. On enquiring here, from
two blacks, for a tavern, T was told there was

no
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no fuch thing in this part of the country; that
in the houfe before me no part of the family
was at home; but that if I rode on a little
farther, I fhould come to {ome other gentle-
men’s houfes, where 1 could readily get ac-
commodation. In the courfe of five or {ix
miles I faw feveral more of the fame fort of
old brick houfes, and the evening now draw=
ing towards a clofe, I began to feel the neceflity
of going to fome one of them. I had {een no
perfon for feveral miles to tell me who any of
the owners were, and I was confidering within
myfelf which houfe thould vifit, when a lively
old negro, mounted on a little horfe, came gal-
loping after me. On applying to him for infor-
mation on the fubject, he took great pains to
affure me, that I thould be well received atany
one of the houfes I might ftop at; he faid there
were no taverns in this part of the country,
and ftrongly recommended me to proceed under
his guidance to his mafter’s houfe, which was
but a mile farther on; ¢ Maffer will be fo glad
“ to fee to you,” added he, “ nothing can be
like.” Having been apprized beforchand, that
it was cuftomary in Virginia for a traveller to
go without ceremony to a gentleman’s houfe,
when there was no tavern at hand, I accord-
ingly took the negro’s advice, and rode to the
dwelling of his mafter, made him acquainted
with my fituation, and begged I might be

allowed



144 TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMERICA:

allowed to put my horfes in his ftable for the
nigf}t. The reception, however, which this
gentleman gave me, differed fo materially from
what T had been led to expect, that I was
happy at hearing from him, that there was a
good tavern at the diftance of two miles. I
apologized for the liberty I had taken, and
made the beft of my way to it. Inftead of two
miles, however, this tavern proved to be about
three times as tar off, and when I came toit, I
found it to be a moft wretched hovel ; but any
place was preferable to the houfe of a man fo
thoroughly devoid of hofpitality.

The next day I arrived at this place, the
refidence of a gentleman, who, when at Phi-
ladelphia, had invited me to pafs fome time
with him whenever 1 vifited Virginia. Some
of the neighbouring gentlemen yefterday dined
here together, and having related to them my
adventures on arriving in Virginia, the whole
company exprefled the greateft aftonifhment,
and aflured me that it was never known be-
tore, in that part of Virginia, that a {ftranger
had been {uffered to go away from a gentle-
man’s houfe, where he ftopped, to a tavern, al-
though it was clofc by. Every one feemed
cager to know the name of the perfon who
had given me fuch a reception, and begged
me to tell it. did fo, and the Virginianswere
fatisfied, for the perion was a — Scot{man,

aLs
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and had, it feems, removed from {ome town or
other to the plantation on which I found him
but a fhort time before. The Virginians inthe
lower parts of the ftate are celebrated for their
politenefs and hofpitality towards {trangers;
beyond the mountains, there isa great differ-
ence in the manners of the inhabitants.

LETTER XIL

Of the Northern Neck of Virginia.—Firf} fettled.
&y the Englifb.— Houfes built by them remain-
ing.—Difparity of Condition amongft the In-
babitants.—Eflates worked by Negroes.—
Condition of the Slaves.—Worfe in the Caro-
linas.— Lands worn out by Cultination of To-
bacco.—Mode of cultivating and curing To-
bacco.— Houfes in Virginia—Thofe of Wood
preferred—Lowér Claffes of People in Vir-
ginia—T heir unbealtby Appearance.

Stratford, April,

THIS part of Virginia, fituated between
the Patowmac and Rappahannock rivers,

is called the Northern Neck, and is remarka-
ble for having been the birth place of many
of the principal charalters which diftinguithed
themfelves in America, during the war, by
their great talents, General Wathington at
Vor. L. L their
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their head. It was here that numbers of
Englifh gentlemen, who migrated when Vir-
ginia was a young colony, fixed their refidence;
and [everal of the houfes which they built, ex-
actly fimilar to the old manor houfcs in Eng-
land, are {till remaining, particularly in the
counties of Richmond and Weftmoreland.
Some of thefe, like the houfes in Maryland,
are quite in ruins; others are kept in good
repair by the prefent occupiers, who live in
a ftyle, which approaches nearer to that of
Englifh country gentlemen, than what is to be
met with any where elfe ‘on the continent,
fome other parts of Virginia alone excepted.
Amongft the inhabitants here, and in the
lower parts of Virginia, there is a difparity un-
known elfewhere in America, excepting in
the large towns.  Inftead of the lands being
equally divided, immenfe eftates are held by a
few individuals, who derive large incomes from
them, whiltt the generality of the people are
but in a ftate of mediocrity. Moft of the men
alfo, who poffefs thefe large eftates, having re-
ceivedliberal educations, which theothers have
not, the diftin&ion between them is ftill more
obfervable. I met with {everalin this neigh-
bourhood, who had been brought up at the
public {chools and univerfities in England,
where, until the unfortunate war which {epa-
rated the colonies from her, the young men

were
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were very generally educated ; and even fiill
a few are fent there, as the veneration for that
country from whence their anceftors came,
and with which they were themfelves for a
long time afterwards connected, 1s by no means
yet extinguifhed.

There is by no means fo great a difparity
now, however, amongi{t the inhabitants of the
Northern Neck, as was formerly, and it is be-
coming lefs and lefs perceptible every year,
many of the large eftates having been divided
in confequence of the removal of the proprie-
tors to other parts of the country that were
more healthy, and many more on account of
the prefent laws of Virginia, whichdo not per-
mit any one fon to inherit the landed eftates
of the father to the exclufion of his brothers.

The principal planters in Virginia have
nearly every thing they can want on their own
eftates. Amonglt their flaves are found tay-
lors, fhoemakers, carpenters, fmiths, turners,
wheelwrights, weavers, tanners, &c. I have
feen patterns of excellent coarfe woollen cloth,
made in the country by flaves, and a variety
of cotton manufactures, amongf(t the reft good
nankeen. Cotton grows here extremely well;
the plants are often killed by froft in winter,
but they always produce abundantly the firt
year in which they are fown. The cotton from

L2 which
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which nankeen is made 1s of a particular kind,
naturally of a yellowith colour.

The large eftates are managed by ftewards
and overfeers, the proprietors juft amuliing
them{elves with feeing what is going forward.,
The work is done wholly by flaves, whote
numbers are in this part of the country more
than double that of white perfons. The flaves
on the large plantations are in general very

vell provided for, and treated with mildnefs.
During three months, nearly, that I was in
Virginia, but two or three inftances of ill treat-
ment towards them came under my obferva-
tion. Their quarters, the name whereby
their habitations are called, are ufually fitnated
one or two hundred yards from the dwelling
houfe, which gives the appearance of a village
to the refidence of every planter in Virginia ;
when the eftate, however, is {o large as to be
divided into feveral farms, then feparate quar-
ters are attached to the houfe of the overfeer
on each farm. Adjoining their little habita-
tions, the flaves commonly have fmall gardens
and yards for poultry, which are all their own
property; they have ample time to attend to
their own concerns, and their gardens are ge-
nerally found well ftocked, and their flocks of
poultry numerous.  Befides the food they
raife for themfelves, they are allowed liberal
rations of falted pork and Indian corn, Many

of
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of their little huts are comfortably furnithed,
and they are themfelves, in general, extremely
well clothed. 1In fhort, their condition is by
no means fo wretched as might be imagined.

They zre forced to work certain hours in the
day; but in return they are clothed, dieted, and
lodged comfortably, and faved all anxiety about
provifion for their offspring.  Still, however,
let the condition of a flave be made ever fo
comfortable, as long as he is confcious of being
the property of another man, who has it in his
power to difpofe of him according to the
diGtates of caprice ; as long as he hears people
around him talking of the bleffings of liberty,
and confiders that he is in a ftate of bondage,
it is not to be fuppofed that he can feel equally
happy with the freeman. It is immaterial
under what form flavery prefents itfelf, when-
ever it appears, there is ample caufe for hu-
manity to weep at the fight, and to lament that
men can be found fo forgetful of their own
fituations, as to live rcoaxdlefs of the feelings
of their fellow creatures.

With refpect to the poIicy of holding flaves
in any country, on account of the depravity of
morals which it neceffarily occafions, befides
the many other evil confequences attendant
upon it, fo much has already been Taid by
others, that it 15 needlefs here to make any
comments on the {ubjedt.

L3 The



150 TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMERICA:

The number of the flaves increales moft ra-
pidly, fo that there is fcarcely any eftate but
what is overflocked. 'Thiz is a circumftance
complained of by every planter, as the main-
tenance of more than are requilite for the cul-
ture of the eftate 1s attended with great ex-
pence.  Motives of humanity deter them
from felling the poor creatures, or turning
them adrift from the {pot where they have
been born and brought up, in the midft of
friends and relations.

What I have here faid refpeiting the condi-
tion and treatment of flaves, appertains, it
muft be remembered, to thofe only who are
upon the large plantationsin Virginia ; the lot
of fuch as are unfortunate enough to fail into
the hands of the lower clafs of white people,
and of hard tafk-mafters in the towns, is
very different. In the Carolinas and Georgia
again, flavery prefents itfelf in very different
colours, from what it does even in its worll
formn in Virginia, I am told, that it is no
uncommoen thing there, to fee gangs of ne=-
groes ftaked ata horle race, and to fee thefe
unfortunate beings bandied about from one fet
of drunken gamblers to another, for days to-
gethzr.  How much to be deprecated are
the laws which (uffer fuch abuivs to exift! yet
thefz are the laws enacted by people, who
baaft of their love of liberty and indepena

/ dence,
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dence, and who prefume to fay, thatitis in the
breafts of Americans alone ihat the bleflings
of freedom are held in juft eftimation !

The Northern Neck, with the exception
of fome few fpots only, is flat and fandy, and
abounds with pine and cedar trees. Some
parts of it are well cultivated, and afford good
ctops; but thefe are {o intermixed with ex-
tenfive tralts of wafte land, worn out by the
culture of tobacco, and which are almoft
deftitute of verdure, that on the whole the
country has the appearance of barrennefs.

This 1s the cafe wherever tobacco has been
made the principal object of cultivation. It
is not, however, fo much owing to the great
fhare of nutriment which the tobacco plant
requires, that the land is impoverithed, as to
the particular mode of cultivating it, which
renders it neceflary for people to be continually
walking between the plants, from the moment
they are fet out, {o that the ground about each
plant is left expoled to the burning rays of the
{un all the fummer, and becomes at the end
of the {eafon a hard beaten pathway. A ruin-
ous {yftem has prevailed alfo of working the
fame piece of land year after year, till it was
totally exhaufted; after this it was left neg-
le&ed, and a freth piece of land was cleared,
that always produced good crops for ene or two
{cafons; but this in its turn was worn out, and

L4 afterwards
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afterwards left wafte. Many of the planters
are at length beginning to fee the abfurdity of
wearing out their lands in this manner, and
now raife only one crop of tobacco upon a
piece of new land, then they fow wheat for
two years, and afterwards clover. They put
on from twelve to fifteen hundred bufhels of
manure per acre at firft, which is found to be
fufficient both for the tobacco and wheat; the
Jatter is produced at the rate of about twenty’
bufhels per acre.

In fome parts of Virginia, the lands left
wafte in this manner throw up, in a very
fhort time, a fpontaneous growth of pines
and cedars; in which cafe, being thaded from
the powerful influence of the fun, they re-
cover their former fertility at the end of fif-
teen or twenty years; but in other parts
many years elapfe before any verdure appears
upon them. The trees {pringing up in this
fpontaneous manner, ufually grow very clofe
to cach other; they attain the height of fif-
teen or twenty feet, perhaps, in the fame
number of years; there is, however, but very
little fap in them, and in a fhort time after
they are cut down they decay.

‘Tobacco is raifed and manufa@ured in the
following manner: When the {pring is fo far
advanced that every apprehenfion of the re-
turn of froft is banithed, a convenient {pot of

ground
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ground is chofen, from twenty to one hundred
feet {quare, whereon they burn prodigious
piles of wood, in order to deftroy the weeds
and infects. The warm athes are then dug
in with the earth, and the feed, which is
black, and remarkably fmall, fown. The
whole 1s next covered over with buthes, to
prevent birds and flies, if poffible, from get-
ting to it ; but this, in general, proves very
ineffeGual ; for the plant fcarcely appears
above ground, when it is attacked by a large
black fly of the beetle kind, which deftroys
the leaves. Perfons are repeatedly fent to
pick off thefe flies; but fometimes, notwith-
ftanding all their attention, fo much mifchief
is done, that very few plants are left alive.
As I paffed through Virginia, I heard univer-
fal complaints of the depredations they had
committed ; the beds were almoit wholly de-
ftroyed.
~ As {oon as the young plants are {ufficiently
grown, which is generally in the beginning of
May, they are tranfplanted into fields, and
fet out in hillocks, at the diftance of three or
four feet from cach other. Here again they
have other enemies to contend with; the
roots are attacked by worms, and between the
leaves and ftem different flies depofit their
eggs, to the infallible ruin of the plant, if not
quickly removed; it is abfolutely peceffary,
-therefore,
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therefore, as I have faid, for perfons to be
continually walking between the plants, in or-
der to watch, and alfo to trim them at the
proper periods. The tops are broken offata
certain height ; and the fuckers, which fpring
out between the leaves, are removed as foon
as difcovered. According alfo to the parti-
cular kind of tobacco which the planter wilhes
to have, the lower, the middle, or the upper
leaves are {uffered to remain. The lower
leaves grow the largeft ; they are alfo milder,
andmore inclined to a yellow colour than thofe
growing towards the top of the plant,

When arrived at maturity, which i1s ge-
nerally about the month of Auguit, the plants
are cut down, pegs are driven into the ftems,
and they are hung up in large houfes, built
for the purpofe, todry. If the weather is not
favourable for drying the leaves, fires are then
lighted, and the fmoke is {uffered to circulate
between the plants; this is alfo f{ometimes
done, to give the leaves a browner colour than
what they have naturally.  After this they
are tied up in bundles of {ix or feven leaves
cach, and thrown in heaps to fiveat; then they
are again diied.  When {ufiiciently cured,
tlie bundles are packed, by means of prefles,
in hoglheads capable of containing eight hun-
dred or one thoufand pounds weight. The
plauters fend the tobacco thus packed to

the
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the neareft thipping town, where, before ex-
portation, it is examined by an infpetor ap-
pointed for the purpofe, who gives a certi-
ficate to warrant the fhipping of it, if it is
found and merchantable, if not, he fends it
back to the owner. Some of the warehoufes
to which the tobacco is fent for infpection
are very extenfive ; and fkilful merchants can
accurately tell the quality of the tobacco from
knowing the warehoule at which it has been
infpected *. Where the roads are good and
dry, tobacco is fent to the warchoufes in a
fingular manner: Two large pins of wood
are driven into either end of the hogfthead,
by way of axles ; a pair of thafts, made for
the purpofe, are attached to thefe, and the
hogthead is thus drawn along by one or two
horfes; when this is done, great care is taken
to have the hoops very ftrong.

Tobacco is not near {fo much cultivated now
as it was formerly, the great demand for wheat
having induced moft of the planters to raife
that grain in preference. 'Thofe who raife to-

bacco

# By the laws of America, no produce which has undergone
any fort of manufalture, as flour, potath, tobacco, rice, &c. can
be exported without infpeftion, nor even put into a boat to be
conveyed down a river to a fea port. The infpectors are all
fworn, are paid by the ftates, and not {uffered to take fges
from any individoal. This isa moft politic meafure; for as
none but the beft of each article can be fent out of the
country, it enhances the price of American produce in fo-
seign markets, and increafes the demand,
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bacco and Indian corn are called planters, and
thofe who cultivate fmall grain, farmers.
Though many of the houfes in the Nor-
thern Neck are built, as I have faid, of brick
and ftone, in the fiyle of the old Englith
manor houfes, yet the greater number there,
and throughout Virginia, are of wood; a-
mongft which are all thofe that have been
buiit of late years. This is chiefly owing to
a prevailing, though abfurd opinion, that
wooden houfes are the healthieft, becaufe the
infide walls never appear damp, like thofe of
brick and ftone, in rainy weather. In front
of every houfe is a porch or pent-houfe, com-
monly extending the whole length of the build-
ing ; very often there is one alfo in the rear,
znd fometimes all round. Thele porches afford
an agreeable thade from the fun during fum-
mer. The hall, or faloon as it is called, is
always a favourite apartment, during the hot
weather, 10 a Virginian houfe, on account of
the draught of air through it, and it is ufually
turnithed fimilar to a parlour, with &fas, &e.
The common people in the lower parts of
Virginia have very fallow complexions, owing
to the bur ‘ning ravs of the fun in fummer,
and the bxhuL complamta to which they are
fubject in the fall of the year. The women
are far from beinz comely, and the drefles,
which they wear out of doors to guard them
from
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from the fun, make them appear fhll more
ugly than nature has formed them. There
is a kind of bonnet very commonly wors,
which, in particular, disfigures them ama-
zingly; it is made with a caul, fitting clofe
on the back part of the Lead, and a front
ftiffencd with {inall pieces of cane, which
projets nearly two feet from the head in a
horizontal dire&tion. To look at a perfon
at one fide, it 1s neceflary for a woman, wear-
ing a bonnet of this kind, to turn her whole
body round.

In the upper parts of the country, towards
the mountains, the women are totally dif-
ferent, having a healthy comely appearance.
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LETTER XIIL

Town of Tappahannocck.—Rappabannock Ri-
ver.—Sharks sz.//zd mn 1t.— Country border-
ing wpon Urbanna.—Fires comnon in the
Woods.—Manzicr of flopping their dreadful
Progrefs.—Mode of getting Turpentine from
Trees.—Gleucefber —York Town.— Remains
of the Fortifications crefled bere during the
American War.~—Houfes fhattered by Balls
il remaining —QCave in the Bank of the Ri-
ver.— 1V illian fburgh.—State Houfé in Ruins.
Statue of Lord Bottetourt.—College of Wil-
tiam and Mary.—Condition of the Students.

William{burgh, April.

SINCE I laft wrote, the greater part of my
time has been fpent at the houfes of dif-
ferent gentlemen in the Northern Neck.
Four "days ago I croffed the Rappahannock
River, which bounds the Northern Neck on
one fide, to a {mall town called Tappa-
hannock, or Hobb’s Hole, containing about
one hundred houfes. Before the war, this
town was in a much more flourithing ftate
than at prefent; that unfortunate conteft ru-
mned the trade of this little place, as it did
that of moft of the fea-port towns in Virginia.
The Rappahannock is about three quarters of
2 mile
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a mile wide oppofite the town, which is fe-
venty miles above its mouth. Sharks are
vsfy often feen in this river. What is very
remarkable, the fith are all found on the fide
of the river next to the town,

From Tuppahannock to Urbanna, another
{nall town on the Rappahannock River, fi-
tuated about twenty-five miles lower down,
the country wears but a poor afpect.

The road, which is level and very fandy,
runs through woods for miles together.  The
habitations that are feen from it are but few,
and they are of the pooreft defeription.  The
wouds chiefly confift of black oak, pine, and
cedar trees, which grow on land of the worft
quality only.

On this road there are many creeks to be
crofled, which empty themfelves into the Ra-
pahannock River; in the neighbourhood of
which there are extenfive marthes, that ren-
der the adjacent country, as may be fuppofed,
very unhealthy. Such a quantity of {nipes
are {een in thefe marthes continually, that it
would be hardly poffible to fire a gun, in a ho-
rizontal dire€tion, and not kill many at one
{hot.

As I paffed through this part of the country,
I obferved many traces of fires in the woods,
which are frequent, it feems, in the fpring
of the year, They ufually proceed from the

negli gence
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neoligence of people who are burning bruth-
weod to clear the lands; and confidering how
often they happen, it is wonderful that they
are not attended with more {erious confe-
guoences than commonly follow. Iwas a wit-
nefs myilf to one of thefe fires, that hap-
pensd in the Northern Neck. The day had
been remarkably ferene, and appearing fa-
vourable for the purpofe, large quantities of
bruiiiwvood had been fired at different places;
in the afternoon, however, it became fultry,
and fircams of hotair were perceptible, now
and then, the ufual tokens of a guft. About
five o’clock, the horizon towards the north
became dark, and a terrible whirlwind arofe.
I was ftanding with fome gentlemen on an
eminence at the time, and perceived it gra-
dually advancing. It carried with it a cloud
ef auit, dricd leaves, and pieces of rotten
wood, and 1n many places, as it came along, it
levelled the fence rails, and unroofed the fheds
for the cattle. Ve made every endeavour,
but in vain, to get to a place of fhelter; in
thie courfe of two minutes the whirlwind
overiock us; the fhock was violent ; it was
hardly pofiible to ftand, and difficult to
breath ; the whirlwind paffed over in about
three minutes, but a florm, accompanied by
heavy thunder and lightning, fucceeded, which
Liled for more than half an hour. On look-
9 ing
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ing round immediately after the whirlwind
had paffed, a prodigious column of fire now
appeared in a part of the wood where
fome bruthwood had been burning ; in many
places the flames rofe confiderably above the
fummit of the trees, which were of a large
growth., It was a tremendous, and at the
fame time fublime fight. The negroes on
the furrounding plantations were all affembled
with their hoes, and watches were ftationed at
every corner to give the alarm if the fire ap-
peared elfewhere, left the conflagration fhould
become general. To one plantation a fpark
was carried by the wind more than half a mile;
happily, however, a torrent of rain in a fhort
time afterwards came pouring down, and en-
abled the people to extinguith the flames in
every quarter.

When thefe fires do not receive a timely
check, they fometimes increafe to a moft
alarming height; and if the grafs and dead
leaves happen to be very dry, and the wind
brifk, proceed with fo great velocity that the
{wifteft runners are often overtaken in endea-
vouring to efcape from the flames. Indeed I
have met with people, on whofe veracity the
greateft dependance might be placed, that have
affured me they have found it a difficult talk,
at times, to get out of the reach of them,

though mounted on good horfes.
Vor. L. M -~ There
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There is but one mode of ftopping a fire
of this kind, which makes fuch a rapid pro-
grefs along the ground. A number of other
fires are kindled at fome diftance a-head of
that which they with to extinguith, fo as to
form a line acrofs the courfe, which, from the
direftion of the wind, it is likely to take.
Thefe are carefully watched by a fufficient
number of men furnifked with hoes and rakes,
and they are prevented from {preading, except
on that fide which is towards the large fire,
a matter eafily accomplithed when attended to
in the beginning. ‘Thus the fires in a few
minutes meet, and of confequence they muft
ceafe, as there is nothing left to feed them,
the grafs and leaves being burnt on all fides.
In general there is but very little bruthwood
in the woods of America, {0 that thefe fires
chiefly run along the ground ; the trees, how-
ever, are often {corched, but it is very rare
for any of them to be entirely confumed.

The country between Urbanna and Glou-
cefter, a town fituated upon York River, is
neither fo fandy nor fo flat as that bordering
upon the Rappahannock. The trees, chiefly
pines, are of a very large fize, and afford
abundance of turpentine, which is extracted
frpm them in great quantities by the inhabi-
I}ltants, prineipally, however, for home.con-
fumption,  The turpentine is got by cut-

5 ting
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ting a large gath in the tree, and fetting a
trough underneath to receive the refinous
matter diftilled from the wound. The trees
thus drained laft but a fhort time after they
are cut down. In this neighbourhood there
are numbers of ponds or {mall lakes, fur-
rounded by woods, along fome of which the
views are very pleafing. From moft of them
are falls of water into fome creek or river,
which afford excellent feats for mills,

Gloucefter contains only ten or twelve
houfes; itis fituated on a neck of land nearly
oppofite to the town of York, which is at the
other fide of the river. There are remains
here of one or two redoubts thrown up during
the war. The river between the two places
13 about one mile and a half wide, and affords
four fathom and a half of water.

The town of York confifts of about feventy
houfes, an epifcopalian church, and a gaol.
1t 1s not now more than one third of the fize
it was before the war, and it does not appear
likely foon to recover its former flourithing
ftate.  Great quantities of tobacco were for-
merly infpected here ; very little, however, is
now raifed in the neighbourhood, the people
having got into a habit of coltivating wheat
in preference. The little that is fent for in-
{pection, is reckoned to be of the very beft

M2 quality,
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quality, and is all engaged for the London

market.

York is remarkable fer having been the
place where Lord Cornwallis furrendered his
army to the combined forces of the Ameri-
cans and French. A few of the redoubts,
which were erected by cach army, are ftill re-
maining, but the principal fortifications arc
almoft quite obliterated ; the plough has pafied
over fome of themn, and groves of pine trees
{prung up aboeut others, though, during the
tiege, every tree near the town was deftroyed.
The firft and fecond parallels can juft be
traced, when pointed out by a perfon ac-
quainted with them ina more perfect flate.

In the town the houfes bear evident marks
of the fiege; and the inhabitants will not, on
any account, {uffer the holes perforated by the
cannon balls to be repaired on the outfide.
There is one houfe in particular, which ftands
i the fkirt of the town, that is in a moft
thattered condition. It was the habitation
of a Mr. Neilfon, a fecretary under the regal
covernment, and was made the head quarters
of Lord Cornwallis when he firt camec tc
the town; but it ftood fo much expofed, and
afforded fo good a mark to the enemy, tha
he was foon forced to quit it.  Neilfon, how-
ever, it feems, was determined to ftay there

tik
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till the laft, and abfolutely remained till his
negro f{ervant, the only perfon that would live
with him in fuch ahoufe, had his brains dathed
out by a cannon fhot while he ftood by his
fide; he then thought it time to retire, but
the houfe was ftill continually fired at, as if
it had been head quarters. The walls and
roof are pierced in innumerable places, and at
ene corner a large piece of the wall is torn
away; in this ftate, however, it is ftill in-
habited in one room by fome perfon or other
equally fanciful as the old fecretary, There
are trenches thrown up round it, and on every
fide are deep hollows made by the bombs
that fell near it. Till within a year or two
the broken fthells themfelves remained; but
the New England men that traded to York
finding they would fell well as old iron,
dug them up, and carried them away in thejr
thips,

The banks of the river, where the town
ftands, are high and inacceflible, excepting in
a few places ; the principal part of the town
is built on the top of them; a few fithing
huts and ftorehoufes mercly ftand at the bot-
tom. A cave is thewn here in the banks,
defcribed by the people as having been the |
place of head-quarters during the fiege, after
the cannonade of the enemy became warm ;
but in reality it was formed and hung with

M3 green
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green baize for a lady, either the wife or ac-
quaintance of an officer,who was terrified with
the idea of remaining in the town, and died of
fright after her removal down to the cave.

Twelve miles from York, to the weftward,
ftands William{burgh, formerly the feat of go-
vernment in Virginia.” Richmond was fixed
upon during the war as a more fecure place,
being farther removed from the fea coaft, and
not fo much expofed to depredations if an ene-
my were to land unexpeéedly. Richmond
alfo had the advantage of being fituated at the
head of a navigable river, and was therefore
likely toincreafe to a fize which the other never
could attain. It is wonderful, indeed, what
could have induced people to fix upon the
{pot where Williamfburgh ftands for a town;
in the middle of a plain, and one mile and a
half removed from any navigable ftream, when
there were {o many noble rivers in the neigh-
bourhood.

The town confifts of one principal ftreet,
and two others which run parallel to it. At
one end of the main ftreet ftands the college,
and at the other end the old capitol or ftate-
houfe, a capacious building of brick, now
crumbling to pieces from negligence. The
houfes around it are moftly uninhabited, and
prefent a melancholy pi@ure. In the hall of
the capitol ftands a maimed ftatue of Lord

Botetourt,
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Botetourt, one of the regal governors of Vir~
ginia, ereCted at the public expence, in me-
mory of his lordthip’s equitable and popular
adminiftration. During the war, when party
rage was at its higheft pitch, and every thing
pertaining to royalty obnoxious, the head and
one arm of the ftatue were knocked off; it
now remains quite expofed, and is more and
more defaced every day. Whether the motto,
“ Refurgo rege jfavente,” infcribed under the
coat of arms, did or did not help to bring
upon it its prefent fate, I cannot pretend to
fay ; as it is, it certainly remains a monument
of the extintion of monarchial power in
America.

The college of William and Mary, as it is
ftill called, ftands at the oppofite end of the
main ftreet; it is a heavy pile, which bears,
as Mr. Jefferfon, I think, fays, ¢ a very clofe
refemblance to a large brick kiln, excepting
that it has a roof.” The ftudents were about
thirty in number when I was there: from
their appearance one would imagine that the
feminary ought rather to be termed a gram-
mar f{chool than a college; yet I underftand
the vifiters, fince the prefent revolution, find-
ing it full of young boys juft learning the ru-
diments of Greek and Latin, a circumftance
which confequently deterred others more ad-

M 4 vancad
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vanced from going there, dropped the pro-
feflorthips for thefe two languages, and efta-
blithed others in their place. The profeflor-
fhips, as they now ftand, are for law, medi-
cine, natural and moral philofophy, mathe-
matics, and modern languages. The bifhop
of Virginia is prefident of the college, and
has apartments in the buildings. Half a do-
zen or more of the ftudents, the eldeft about
twelve years old, dined at his table one day
that I was there; fome were without fhoes
or {tockings, others without coats. During
dinner they conftantly rofe to help themfelves
at the fideboard. A couple of dithes of falted
meat, and fome oyfter foup, formed the whole
of the dinner. I only mention this, as it may
convey fome little idea of American colleges
and American dignitaries,

The epifcopalian church, the only one in
the place, ftands in the middle of the main
ftreet; it is much out of repair.  On either
fide of it, is an extenfive green, furrounded
with neat looking houfes, which bring to mind
an Englith village.

The town contains about twelve hundred
inhabitants, and the fociety in it is thought to
be more extenfive and more genteel at the
fame time than what is to be met with in
any other place of its fize in America. No

manufactures
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manufa@ures are carried on here, and {carcely

any trade.
There is an hofpital here for lunatics, but

it-does not appear to be well regulated.

LETTER XIIL

Hampton—Ferry to Norfolk. — Danger in
croffing the numerous Ferries in Virginia,—
Norfolk.—Laws of Virginia injurious to the
Trading Intereft—Streets narrow and dirty
in Norfolk.—Yellow Fever there.~Obferva-
tions on this Diforder—Violent Party Spirit
amongft the Inbabitants.—~Few Churches in
Virginia. — Several in Ruins. — Private

Grave Yards.

Norfolk, April,
FROM Williamfburgh to- Hampton the

country is flat and uninterefting. Hamp-

ton is a {fmall town, fituated at the head of
a bay, near the mouth of James River, which
contains abont thirty houfes and an epifcopa-
lian church. A few fea boats are annually
built here; and corn and lumber are exported
annually to the value of about forty-two thou-
fand dollars. It is a dirty difagreeable place,
always



iy TRAVLELS TLHROUGH NORTIHI AMERICA:
»iways infefted by a fhocking ftench from a
muddy fhore when the tide 1s out.

From this town there is a rcgular ferry to
Norfoik,acrofs Hampton roads, eighteen miles.
over. I was forced to leave my horfes here
behind me for feveral days, as all the flats
belonging to the place had been fent up a creek
fome miles for ftaves, &c. and they had no
other method of getting horfes into the ferry
boats, which were too large to come clofe into
thore, excepting by carrying them out in thefe
flats, and then making them lcap on board.
It is a moft irkfome piece of bufinefs to crofs
the ferries in Virginia; there is not one in fix
where the boats are good and well manned,
and it is neceflary to employ great circum-
fpection in order to guard againft accidents,
which are but too common. As I pafled along
I heard of numberlefs recent inftances of horfes
being drowned, killed, and having their legs
broken, by getting in and out of the boats.

Norfolk ftands nearly at the mouth of the
ealtzrn branch of Elizabeth River, the moft
feuthern cf thofe which empty themfelves into
the Chefapeak Bay. Itis the largeft commer-
cial town in Virginia, and carrics on a flou-
rifhi.ng tradc to the Weft Indies. The exports
conhit principally of tobacco, flour, and corn,
a]nd' \zs.riz:us', <inds of lumber ; of the latter it
a.nves an mexhauftible fupply from the Dif-

mal
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mal Swamp, immediately in the neighbour-
hood. .

Norfolk would be a place of much greater
trade than it is at prefent, were it not for the
impolicy of fome laws which have exifted in
the ftate of Virginia. One of thefe laws, {o
injurious to commerce, was pafied during the
war. By this law it was enacted, that all mer-
chants and planters in Virginia, who owed mo-
ney to Britith merchants, fhould be exonerated:
from their debts, if they paid the money due
into the public treafury inftead of fending it to
Great Britain; and all {uch as flood indebted
were invited to come forward, and give their
money in this manner, towards the {upport of
the conteft in which America was then en-
gaged.

The treafury at firft did not become much
richer in confequence of thislaw ; for the Vir-
ginian debtor, individually, could gain nothing,
by paying the money that he owed into the
treafury, as he had to pay the full fum which
was due to the Britith merchant; on the con-
trary, he might lofe confiderably; his credit
would be ruined in the eyes of the Britith
merchant by fuch a meafure, and it would be
a great impediment to the renewal of a com-
mercial intercourfe between them after the
g¢onclufion of the war,

However,
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However, when the continental paper mo=
ney became fo much depreciated, that one
hundred paper dolars were not worth one in
filver, many of the people, who {tood deeply
indebted to the merchants in Great Britain,
began to look upon the meafure in a different
point of view; they now faw a pofitive ad-
vantage in paying their debts into the treafury
in thefe paper dollars, which were a legal ten-
der; accordingly they did {o, and in confe~
quence were exonerated of their debts by the
laws of their country, though in reality they
had not paid more than one hundredth part of
them. In vain did the Britith merchant {ue
for Liis money when hoftilities were terminat-
ed; hz could obtain no redrefs in any court of
juftice :n Virginia, Thus juggled out of his
property, he naturally became diftruftful of the
Virginians 3 he refufed to trade with them on
the fame terms as with the people of the other
flates, and the Virginians have confequently
reaped the fruits of their very dithonourable
condu& *.

Another law, baneful in the higheft degree
to the trading intereft, is one which renders

al}

# In Feorory 1796, this nefiricus bufinefs wos at lak
brovght bewre the uore e court of the Urited States in Phis
1x7clphia, by the arents of the Britith merchants; and the de-
€iioh of the judges were fuch as redounded to their honour; for
they declwred tazr thefz Cebis fhould all be paid aver agua,
Rz £, 10 e Biitith morchant, )
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all landed property inviolable. This law has

induced numbers to run into debt; and aslong
as it exifts, foreigners will be cautious of giving
credit to a large amount to men who, if they
chufeto purchafe a tract of land with the goods
or money entrufted to their care, may fit down
upon it fecurely, out of the reach of all their
creditors, under protection of the laws of the
country. Owing to this law they have notyet
been enabled to get a bank eftablithed in Nor-
folk, though it would be of the utmoft im-
portance to the traders. The direCtors of the
bank of the United States have always pe-
remptorily refufed to let a branch of it be fixed
inany part of Virginia whilft this law remains.
In Bofton, New York, Baltimore, Charlefton,
&c. there are branches of the bank of the
United States, befides other banks, eftablithed
under the fanction of the flate legiflature.
Repeated attempts have been made in the
ftate aflembly to get this laft mentioned law
repealed, but they have all proved ineffeGual.
The debates have been very warm on the bu-
finefs ; and the names of the majority, who
voted for the continuation of it, have been pub-
lithed, to expofe them if poflible to infamy ;
but fo many have fheltered themf{elves under
its fanétion, and fo many {till find an intereft
in its continuance, that it is not likely to be

1'pcedi1y repealed.
The
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The houfes in Norfolk are about five huns
dred in number; by far the greater part of
them are of wood, and but mcanly built.
Thefe have all been erected fince the year
1776 ; when the town was totally deftroyed
by fire, by the order of Lord Dunmore, then
regal governor of Virginia, The loffes fuf-
tained on that occafion were eftimated at
£.300,000 {icrling. Towards the harbour
the fireets are narrow and irregular; in the
other parts of the. town they are tolcrably
wide ; none of them are paved, and all are
filthy ; indeed, in the hot months of fummer,
the ftench that proceeds from fome of them
is horrid.  That people can be thus inatten-
tive to cleanlinefs, which is fo conducive to
health, and in a town where a fixth part of
the people died in one year of a peftilential
diforder, is moft wonderful ! | %

Amongft

* The yellow fever, which has committed fuch dreadful ra-
vages of late years In Aimerica, is certainly to be confidered as a
fort of plague. It firfl appeared at Philadelphia in the year
17933 in 1794 it rpocared at Balidmore; in 1793,at New Yok
and Norfolk; and 1a 1795, though the matter was huthed up as
much as poflible, in crder to prevent an alarm, fimilar to that
which had irjured tne ¢ty 1o much the preceding vear, yet in
New York a far greater pzmber of deaths than ufual were
heard of daring the fummer 2ad autumn, ftrongly fuppofed to
have been occafioned by the fame malignant diforder,

The accounts given of thz calamiicus conf{cquences atten.
¢ant wpon it, in thefle .50 eont places, a:¢ 2!l much alike, and

nearly
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Amongft the inhabitants are great numbers
of Scotch and French. The latter are almoft
entirely

nearly fimilar to thofe given of the plague :—The pecpledying
fuddenly, and under the moft fhocking circumftances—{uch as
were wel!, flying away—the fick abandoned, and perithing for
want of common neceflaries—the dead buried in heaps together
without any ceremeny —charity at an end—the ties of friendfhip
and confanguinity difregarded by many—aothers, on the con-
trary, nobly coming forward, and at the hazard of their own
lives doing all in their power to relieve their fellow citizens,
and avert the general woe. -t Philadelphia, in the fpace
of about three months, no lefs than four thoufand inhabitants
were {wept off by this dreadful malady, a namber, at that
time, amounting to about one tenth of the whole. Bultimore
and New York did not {uffer fo feverely ; but at Norfolk, which
is computed to contain about three thoufand people, no lefs
than five hundred fell vitims to it.

The diforder has been treated very differently by different
phyficians, and as fome few have furvived under each fyftem
that has been tried, no general one has yet been adopted. [ was
told, however, by feveral people in Norfolk, ~vlo refided in the
moft fickly part of the town during the whole time the fever
lafted, that as a preventative medicine, a ftrong mercurial purge
was very generally adminiftered, and afterwards peruvian barlk;
and that few of thofe who had taken this medicine were at-
tacked by the fever. All however that can be done by medi-
cine to ftop the progrefs of the diforder, when it has broke our
in a town, feems to be of no very great effeft; for as long as
the exceflive hot weather lafts the fever rages, but it regulaily
difappears on the approach of cold weather. With regard to
its origin there have been alfo various opinions; fome have
contended that it was imported into every place where it ap-
peared from the Weft Indies; others, that it was generated in
the country. Thefe opinions have been ably fupported on
either fide of the queftion by medical men, vho refided at the
different places where the fever has appeared. Thereare a few
notorions circumftances, however, which lead me, as an indiv:-

§

UHaly
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entirely from the Welt Indies, and principally
from St. Domingo. In fuch prodigious num-
bers did they flock over after the Britith
forces had got footing in the French iflands,
that between two and three thoufand were
in Norfolk at one time; moft of them, how-
ever, afterwards difperfed themfelves through-
out different parts of the country; thofe who
ftaid in the town opened litrle fhops of dif-
ferent kinds, and amongft them I found many
who had been in affluent circumitances befors
they were driven from their homes.

A ftrong party {pirit has always been pre-
valent amongft the American inhabitants of

this town ; fo much fo, that a few years ago,
when

dual, to think that the fever has been generated on the
American continent., In the firft place, the fever has always
broken out in thofe parts of towns which were moft clofely
built, and where the ftreets have been fuffered through neg-
ligence to remain foul and nafty; ih the fecond place, it has
regularly broken out during the hotteft time of the year;,in the
months of July and Auguft, when the air on the American
coaft is for the moft part flagnant and fultry, and when ve-
getable and animal matter becomes putrid in an incredible
fhort {pace of time; thirdly, numbers of people died of the
diforder in New York, in the ycar 1796, notwithftanding
that every Weft Indian veflel which entercd the port that fea-
fon was examined by the health officer, a regular bred phyfi-
cian, and that every one fufpe&ed was obliged to perform qua-
rantine. The people in New York are {o fully perfuaded that
the fever originates in Amecrica from putrid matter, that they
have ftopped up one or two docks, which were receptacles for

the filth of the neighbourhood, and which contaminated the aic
when the tide was out.
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when fome Englith and French veffels of war
were lying in Hampton roads, and the failors,
from each, on fhore, the whole people were
up and ready to join them, on the one fide or
the other, in open conteft ; but the mayor drew
out the militia, and fent them to their refpec-
tive homes.

Here are two churches, one for epifcopa-
lians, the other for methodifts. In the for-
mer, fervice is not performed more than once
in two or three weeks, and very little regard
is paid by the people in general to Sunday. In-
deed, throughout the lower parts of Virginia,
that is, between the mountains and the fea,
the people have fcarcely any fenfe of religion,
and in the country parts the churches are all
falling intodecay. As Irodealong, I fearcely
obferved one that was not in a ruinous con-
dition, with the windows broken, and doors
drepping off the hinges, and lying open to the
pigs and cattle wandering about the wecods ;
yet many of thefe were not paft repair.  The
churches in Virginia, excepting fuch as are in
towns, ftand for the moft part in the woods,
retired from any houfes, and it does not appear
that any perfons are appointed to pay the
fimalleft attention to them.

A cuftom prevails in Norfolk, of private in~
dividuals holding grave yards, which are looked
upon as a very lucrative kind of property, the

Vor. 1. N owners
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owners receivinz confiderable fees annually
for giving permiflion to people to bury their
dead in them. It is very common alfo to fee,
in the large plantations in Virginia, and not
far from the dwelling houfe, cemeteries walled
in, where the people of the family are all
buried. Thefe cemeteries are generally builg
adjoining the garden.

LETTER XIV.

Difeription of Difnal Swamp.—Wild Men
Jound in 1t.—Bears, Wolves, &c.—Country
between Swamp  and Richmond —Mode of
making  Tar and Pitch. — DPoor Sotl—
Wretched Taverns,—Corn Bread.— Diffi-
culty of getting Food for Horfes.— Pererf-
burgh.—Hcrfe Races there—Defcription of
Virgiuicii Horfes—Stile of Riding in Ameri-
cac—Defeription  of Richmond, Capital of
Virgimia.— Singulsr  Bridge acrofs Jamcs
River, — State Houfe. — Falls of Fames
River.—Gambling cominon in Richmond.—
Lower Clafles of Peaple wery quarrelfsme.—
Their Mode of Fighting. —Gouging.

Richmond, May.
; ROM INorfoik I went to look at the great
Difinal Swamp, which commences at the

iTance of nine milee S
diftance of nine miles rom the t,wn, and ex-

tends
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zends into North Carolina, occupying in. the
whole about one hundred and fifty thoufand
acres. This great tract 1s entirely covered with
trees ; juniper and cyprefs trees grow where
there 1s moft moifture, and on the dry parts,
white and red oaks and a variety of pines.
Thefe trees grow to a moft enormous fize,
and between them, the brufthwood fprings up
{o thick that the {wamp in many parts is abfo-
lutely impervious. In this refpect it differs to-
tally from the common woods in the country.
It abounds alfo with cane reeds, and with long
rich grafs, upon which cattle feed with great
avidity, and become fat in a very fhort {pace
of time; the canes, indeed, are confidered to
be the very beft green food that can be
given to them, The people who live on the
borders ofthe Swamp drive all their cattle into
it to feed; care however is taken to train them
to come back regularly to the farms every
might by themfelves, otherwife it would be im-
poffible to find them, This is effeted by
turning into the Swamp with them, for the firft
few weeks they are fent thither to feed, two or
three old milch cows accuftomed to the place,
round whofe necks are faftened {mall bells.
The cows come back every evening to be
milked ; the reft of the cattle herd with thele,
following the noife of the bells, and when they
return to the farm a handfal of fult, or fome-

N2 thing
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thing of which they are equally fond, is'given
to each as an inducement for them to return
again. In a fhort time the cattle become fa-
miliar with the place, and having been accuf-
tomed from the firft day to return, they regu-
larly walk to the farms every evening.

In the interior parts of the Swamp large
herds of wild cattle are found, moft probably
originally loft on being turned in to feed.
Bears, wolves, deer, and other wild indigenous
animals, are alfo met with there. Stories are
common 1n the neighbourhood of wild men
having been found in it, who were loft, it 1s
fuppofed, in the Swamp when children.

The Swamp varies very much in different
parts ; in fome, the furface of it is quite dry,
and firm enough to bear a horfe ; in others it
is overflowed with water; and elfewhere fo
miry that a man would fink up to his neck
it he attempted to walk upon it; in the
drieft part, if a trench is cat only a few feet
deep, the water guthes in, and it is filled im-
mediately.  Where the canal to connect the
water of Albemarle Sound with Norfolk is
cut, the water in many places flows in from
the fides, at the depth of threz feet from the
furface, in large (reams, without intermitlion ;
in its colour it exatly refembles brandy,
which is fuppofed to be occafioned by the
roots of the juniper trees ; it is perfeély clear

however,
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“however, and by no means unpalatabie 5 1t
1s faid to pofTefs a diuretic quality, ar}d ‘th‘c
people in the neighbourhood, who think 1t
very wholefome, prefer it to any. other. CCF-
tainly there is fomething very uncommon in
the nature of this Swamp, for the people
living upon the borders of it, do net fuffer by
fever and ague, or bilious complaints, as 15
generally the cafe with thofe refident in the
neighbourhood of other {fwamps and marfhes.
Whether it is the medicinal quality of the
“water, however, which keeps them in better
health or not, I do not pretend to determine.
As the Difinal Swamp lies fo very near to
Norfolk, where there is a conftant demand
for fhingles, ftaves, &c. for exportation, and
as the very beft of thefe different articles are
made from the trees growing upon the fivamp,
it of courfe becomes a very valuable {pecies
of property. The canal which is now cutting
through itr, will alfo enhance its value, as
‘when it is completed, lumber can then be
readily fent from the remoteft parts. The
more fouthern parts of it, when cleared, an-
fwer uncommonly well for the culture of rice;
but in the neighbourhood of Norfolk, as far
as ten feet deep from the furface, there feems
to be nothing but roots and fibres of differ-
ent herbs mixed with a whitith fand, which
would not anf(wer for the purpofe, as rice

N3 - requires
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requires a very rich foil. ‘The trees, however,
that grow upon it, arc a moft profitable crop,
and inftead of cutting them all down promif-
cuoufly, as commonly is done, they only fell
fuch as have attained a large fize, by which
means they have a continued {ucceffion for the
manufa&ure of thofe articles I mentioned.
Eighty thoufand acres of the Swamp are the
property of a company incorporated under the
title of ¢ The Difmal Swamp Company.” Be-
fore the war broke out a large number of ne-
groes was conftantly employed by the com-
pany in cutting and manufacturing ftaves, &c.
and their affairs were going on very profpe-
roufly; but at the time that Norfclk was burnt
they loft all their negroes, and very little has
been done by them fince. The lumber that
15 now fent to Norfolk, is taken principally
off thofe parts of the fiwamp which are private
property.

From the Difmal Swamp to Richmond, a
diftance of about one hundred and forty miles,
along the fouth-fide of James River, the coun-
try is flat and fandy, and for miles together
entirely covered with pine trees. In Nanfe-
monde county, bordering on the Swamp, the
foil is {o poor that but very little corn or
grain 1s raifed ; it anfwers well however for
peach orchards, which are found to be very
profitable.  From the peaches they make

brandy,
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brandy, and when properly matured it is an
excellent liquor, and much efteemed; they
give it a very delicious flavour in this part
of the country, by infufing dried pears in it.
Spirit and water is the univerfal beverage
throughout Virginia. They alfo make confi-
derable quantities of tar and pitch from the
pine trees.  I'or this purpofe a fort of pit is
dug, in which they burn large piles of the
trees. The tar runs out, and 1s depofited at
the bottom of the pit, from whence it is taken,
cleared of the bits of charcoal that may be
mixed with it, and put into barrels. The tar,
infpiffated by boiling, makes pitch.

The accommodation at the taverns along
this road I found moft wretched; nothing
was to be had but ranci! fifh, fat falt pork, and
bread made of Indian corn.  EFor this indiffe-
rent fare al{fo I had to waitcftentimes an hour
or two, Indian corn bread, if well made,
1s tolerably good, but very few people can
relith it on the firft trial ; it is a coarfe, ftrong
kind of bread, which has fomething of the
tafte of that made from oats. The beft way
of preparing it is in cakes; the large loaves
made of it are always bike dough in the
middle. There is a dith alfo which they
make of Indian corn, very common in Vir-
ginia and Maryland, called “ hominy.” It
confifts of pounded Indian corn and beans

N g boiled
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boiled together with milk till the whole mafs
becomes firm. This is eat, either hot or cold,
with bacon, or with other meat.

As for my horfes, they were almoft ftarved.
Hay is {carcely ever made ufe of in this part
of the country, but in place of it they feed
their cattle upon fodder, that is, the leaves of
the Indian corn plant. Nota bit of fodder,
however, was to be had on the whole road
from Norfolk to Richmond, excepting at two
places ; and the feafon having been remark-
ably dry, the little grafs that had {prung up
had been eat down every where by the cattle
in the country. Oats were not to be had on
any terms ; and Indian corn was fo fcarce, that
I had frequently to fend to one or two diffe-
rent houfes before I could get even fufficient
to give one feed each to my horfes. The
people in the country endeavoured to account
for this {carcity, from the badnefs of the har-
veft the preceding year; but the fact, I be-
lieve, was, that corn for exportation having
been in great demand, and a moft enormous
price offered for it, the people had been tempt-
ed to difpofe of a great deal more than they
could well {fpare. Each perfon was eager to
{ell his own corn to fuch advantage, and de-
pended upon getting fupplied by his neigh-
bour, {o that they were all reduced to want.

Peterfburgh ftands at the head of the na-

vigable
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vigable part of Appamatox River, and is the
only place of confequerfce fouth of James
River, between Norfolk and Richmond.
The reft of the towns, which are but very
fmall, feem to be faflt on the decline, and
'prefent a miferable and melancholy appear-
ance. The houfes in Peterfburgh amount to
about three hundred ; they are built without
any regularity. The people who inhabit
them are moftly foreigners; ten families are
not to be found in the town that have been
born in it. A very flourithing trade is car-
ried on in this place. About two theufand
four hundred hogtheads of tobacco are in-
{pe&ed annually at the warchoufes; and at
the Falls of the Appamatox River, at the
upper end of the town, are fome of the beft
flour mills in the ftate,

Great crowds were aflembled at this piace,
as I pafled through, attracted to it by the
horfe races, which take place four or five
times in the year. Horfe racing is a favourite
amufement in Virginia; and 1t is carried on
with {pirit in different parts of the ftate. The
beft bred horfes which they have are imported
from England ; but ftill fome of thofe raifed
at home are very good. They ufually run for
purfes made up by fubfcription. The only
particular circumftance in their mode of car-
rying on their races in Virginia is, that they

always
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always ran to the left; the horfes are com-
monly rode by negro boys, fome of whom
are really good jockies.

The horfes in common ufe in Virginia are
all of 2 light defcription, chiefly adapted for
the faddle; fome of them are handfome, but
the are for the moft part {poiled by the falfe
gaits which they are taught. The Virginiang
are wretched horfemen, as indeed are all the
Americans 1 ever met with, excepting fome
few in the neighbourhiood of New York.
They fit with their toes juft under the horfe’s
nofe, their ftirrups being left extremely long,
and the {addle put about three or four inches
forward on the mane. As for the manage-
ment of the reins, it is what they have no
coucepticn of. A trot is odious to them, and
they exprefs the utmoft aftonithment at a
perfon who can like that uneafy gait, as they
call it.  The favourite gaits which all their
horfes are taught, are a pace and a wrack. In
the firft, the animal moves his two feet on
one fide at the fame tine, and gets on with
a fort of fhuffling motion, being unable to
fpring from the ground on thefe two feet as
in a trot. We fthould call this an unnatural
gait, as none of our horfes would ever move
in that manner without a rider; but the Ame-
ricans infift upon it that it is otherwife, be-
caufz many of their foals pace as {oon as born.

3 Thefe
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Thefe kind of horfes are called ¢ natural
pacers,” and it is a matter of the utmoft diffi~
culty to make them move in any other man-
ner ; but it is not one horfe in five hundred
that would pace without being taught. In
the wrack, the horfe gallops with his fore
feet, and trots with thofe behind.  Thisisa
gait equally devoid of grace with the other,
and equally contrary to nature ; it is very fa-
tiguing alfo to the herfe ; but the Virginian
finds it more conducive to his eafe than a fair
gallop, and this circumftance banifhes every
other confideration.

The people in this part of the country, bor-
dering upon James River, are extremely fond
of an entertainment which they call a bar-
bacue. It confifts in a large party meering to-
gether, either under fome trees, or inahoule,
to partake of a fturgeon or pig roafted in the
open air, on a fort of hurdle, over a flow fire;
this, however, is an entertainmens chiefly
confined to the lower ranks, and, like moft
others of the fame nature, it generally ends
in irtoxication.

Richmond, the capital of Virginia,is fitvated
immediately below the Falls of James River, on
the north fide. T'he river oppofite to the town
isabout four hundred yards wide, and is crofied
by means of two bridges, which are {eparated
by an ifland that lies nearly in the middle of

‘ the
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the river. The bridge, leading from the fouth
fhore to the ifland, is built upon fifteen large
flat-bottomed boats, kept ftationary in the river
by ftrong chains and anchors. The bows of
them, which are very fharp,are put againft the
ftream, and fore and aft there is a ftrong beam,
upon which the piers of the bridge reft. Be-
tween the ifland and the town, the water being
thallower, the bridge is built upon piers formed
of {quare cafements of logs filled with ftones.
To this there is no railing, and the boards with
which it is covered are fo loofe, that it is dan~
gerous to ride a horfe acrofs it that is not ac-
cuftomed to it. The bridges thrown acrofs this
river, oppofite the town, have repeatedly been
carried away ; it is thought idle, therefore, to
go to the expence of a better one than what
exifts at prefent. 'The ftrongeft ftone bridge
could hardly refift the bodies of ice that are
hurried down the Falls by the floods on the
breaking up of a fevere winter.

Though the houfes in Richmond are not
more than feven hundred in number, yet they
extend nearly one mile and a half along the
banks of the river. The lower part of the
town, according to the courfe of the river, is
built clofe to the water, and oppofite to it lies
the thipping; this is conneced with the upper
town by a long fireet, which runs parallel to the
courfe of the river, about fifty yards removed

from



STATEHOUSE. 199

from the banks. The fituation of the upper
town is very pleafing ; it ftands on an elevated
{pot, and commands a fine pro{pect of the Falls
of the river, and of the adjacent country on the
oppofite fide. The beft houfes ftand here, and
alfo the capitol or ftatehoufe. From the op-
pofite fide of the river this building appears
extremely well, as its defects cannot be ob-
ferved at that diftance, but on 2 clofer in-
fpection it proves to bea clumfy illthapen pile.
The original plan was fent over from France
by Mr. Jefferfon, and had great merit; but his
ingenious countrymen thought they could im-
prove it, and to do fo, placed what was in-
tended for the attic ftory, in the plan, at the
bottom, and put the columns on the top of it.
In many other refpecis, likewife, the plan was
inverted. This building is finithed entirely with
- red brick ; even the columns themielves are
formedof brick ; but to make them appear like
ftone, they have been partially whitened with
common whitewath. The infide of the build-
ing is but very little better than its exterior
part. The principal room is for the house of
reprefentatives ; this is ufed alfo for divine
fetvice, as there is no fuch thing as a church
in the town. The veftibule is circular,and very
dark ; it is to be ornamented with a ftatue of
General Wathington, executed by an emi-
nent artift in France, which arrived while I

Wdas
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was in the town. Ugly and ill contrived as
this buiiding is, a firanger muft not attempt to
find fault with any part of it, for it is looked
upon by the inhabitants as a. moft elegant
fabric.

The Falls in the river, or the Rapids, as they
{hould be called, extend fix milos above the
city, in the courfe of which there is a defcent
of about eighty {oct. The river 15 here full
of large rociis, and the wazer ruthies over them

thh great impetuofity. A
canal is completed at the north fide of thefe
Falls, which renders the navigation complete
from Richmond to the Blue Mountains, and at
particular times of the year, boats with light
burthens can proceed ftill hizhor up.  In the
river, oppoﬁte the town, are no more than
foven feet water, but ten miles lower down
about twelve feet.  Moft of the veflels trading
to Richmend unlade the greater part of their
cargoes at this place into river crzait, and then
proceed up to the town. Trade is carried on
here chiefly by foreigners, as the Virginians
have but litide inclination for it, and are too
fond of amufement to purfue it with much
{uccefs.

Richmond contains about four theufand in-
habitants, one half of whom are flaves. Arongit
the freemen are nembers of lawyers, who, with
the officers of the ftats covermuent,and feveral

L
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that live retired on their fortunes, refide in the
upper town ; the other part is inhabited prin-
cipally by the traders.

Perhaps in no place of the fame fize in the
world is there more gambling going forward
than in Richmond. 1 had fcarcely alighted
from my horfe at the tavern, when the landlord
came to afk what game 1 was moft partial to,
as in fuch a room there was a faro table, in
another a hazard table, in a third a billiard
table, to any one of which he was ready to
conduct me. Not the fmalleft fecrecy is em-
ployed in keeping thefe tables; they are al-
ways crowded with people, and the doors of
the apartment are only fhut to prevent the rab-
ble from coming in. Indeed, throughout the
lTower parts of the country in Virginia, and alfo
in that part of Maryland next to it, there is
fcarcely a petty tavern without 2 billiard room,
and thisis always full of a {et of idle low-lived
tellows, drinking {pirits or playing cards, if not
engaged at the table. Cock-fighting is alfo
another favourite diverfion. It is chiefly, how-
ever, the lower clafs of people that partake of
thefe amufements at the taverns; in private
there is, perhaps, as little gambling in Virginia
as inany other part of America. The circom-
ftance of having the taverns thus infefted by
fuch a fet of people, renders travelling ex-
tremely unpleafant.  Many times | have been
' forcad
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forced to proceed much farther in a day than
I have wifhed, in order to avoid the fcenes of
rioting and quarrelling that I have met with at
the taverns, which it is impoflible to efcape as
long as you remain in the fame houfe where
they are carried on, for every apartment is
confidered as common, and that room in
which a ftranger fits down is fure to be the
moft frequented.

Whenever thefe people come to blows, they
fizht juft Like wild beafls, biting, kicking, and
endeavouring to tear cach other’s eyes out with
their nails. It is by no means uncommon to
meet with thofe who have lott an eye in a
combat, and there are men who pride them-
tzlves upon the dexterity with which they can
fcoop one out. Thisis called gougimg. 'To
perform the horrid operation, the combatant
twifts his forefingers in the fide locks of his
adverfary’s hair, and then applies his thumbs
to the bottom of the eye, to force it out of the
tocket. If ever there is a battle, in which
neither of thofe engaged lofes an eye, their
faces are however generally cut in a fhocking
manner with the thumb nails, in the many
attempts which are made at gouging. But
what is worfe than all, thefe wretches in their
combat endeavour to their utrroll to tear out
cach other’s tefticles.  Four or five inftances
came within my own obfervation, as I paffed

through
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through Maryland and Virginia, of men being
confined in their beds from the injuries which
they had received of this nature ina fight. In
the Carolinas and Georgia, I have been credi-
bly affured, that the people are {till more de-
praved ia this refpect than in Virginia, and
that in fome particular parts of thefe ftates,
every third or fourth man appears with one

cyce.

LETTEZR XV.

Defeription of Virginia between Richmond and
the Mountains—Fragrance of Flowers and
Sbrubsin the Woods.—~Melody of the Birds.—
Of the Birds of Virginia.—Mocking Bird—
Blue Bird—Red Bird, &¢.—Singular Nojfes
of the Frogs.—Columbia.—Magazine there.
~—Fire Flies inthe Woods.— Green Springs.—
Wretchednefs of the Accommodation there.—
Diffculty of finding the Way through the
Woods.—Serpents— Rattle  Snake—Copper
Snake—Black Snake.—South-weft, or Green
Mountains.— Soil of them.—Mountain Tor-
rents do great Damage.—Salubrity of the
Climate.—Great Beauty of the Peajantry —
Many Gentlemen of Property living bere.—

Vor. I, 0] Monticello,
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Monticello, the Seat of Mr. Fefferfon—Vine-
yards.—Obfervatims on the Culture of the
Grape, cud the Manufaéture of Vine.

Monticello, May.

AVING ftaid at Richmond fomewhat

longer than a week, which I found ab-
{olutely neceflary, if it had only been to recruit
the ftrength of my horfes, that had been half
ftarved in coming from Norfolk, I proceeded
in a north-wefterly direGtion towards the
South-weft or Green Mountains.

The country about Richmond is fandy, but
not fo much fo, nor as flat as on the fouth-fide
of James River towards the fea. It now wore
a moft pleafing afpect. The firft week in May
had arrived; the trees had obtained a confi-
derable part of their foliage, and the air in the
woods was perfumed with the fragrant {mell
of numberlefs flowers and flowering fhrubs,
which fprang up on all fides. The mufic of
the birds was alfo delightful. It is thought
that in Virginia the finging birds are finer than
what are to be met with on any other part of
the continent, as the climate is more congenizﬂ
to them, being neither fo intenfely hot in fum-
mer as that of the Carolinas, nor {o cold in
winter as that of the more northern flates.
The notes of the mocking bird or Virginian
nightingale are in particular moft melodious.

This



VIRGINIAN BIRDS. 195

This bird is of the colour and about the fize
of 2 thruth, but more flender; it imitates the
fong of every other bird, but with increafed
ftrength and {wectnefs. The bird whofe {fong
it mocks generally flies away, as if confcious of
being excelled by the other, and diffatisfied
with its own powers. It is a remark, how-
ever, made by Catefby, and which appears to
be a very juft one, that the birds in America
are much inferior to thofe in Europe in the
melody of their notes, but that they are fupe-
rior in point of plumage. I know of ne Ameri-
can bird that has the rich mellow note of our
black-bird, the {prightly note of the fky-lark,
or the {weet and plaintive one of the nightin-
gale.

After having liftened to the mocking bird,
there is no novelty in hearing the fong of any
other bird in the country; and indeed their
fongs are for the moft part but very fimple in
themfelves, though combined they are pleaf--
ing.

The moft remarkable for their plumage of
thofe commonly met with, are, the blue bird
and the red bird. The firft is about the fize
of a linnet; its back, head, and wings are of
dark yet bright blue ; when flying the plumage
appears to the greateft advantage. The red
bird is larger than a fky lark, though fmaller
than a thruth; it is of a vermilion colour, and

02 has
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has a fmall tuft on its head. A few humming
birds make their appearance in fummer, but
their plumage is not {o beautiful as thofe found
more to the fouthward.

Of the other common birds there are but
few worth notice. Doves and quails, or par-
tridges as they are fometimes called, afford
good diverfion for the fportfman. Thefe laft
birds in their habits are exactly fumilar to
European partridges, excepting that they alight
fometimes upon trees; their fize is that of the
quail, but they are neither the fame as the Fng-
lith quail or the Englith partridge. It is the
fame with many other birds, as jays, robins,
larks, pheafants, &c. which were called by
the Englith fettlers after the birds of the fame
name in England, becaufe they bore {fome re-
femblance to them, though in fa& they are
materially different. In the Jower parts of Vir-
ginia, and to the fouthward, are great numbers
of large birds, called turkey buzzards, which,
when mounted aloft on the wing, look like
eagles. In Carolina there is a law prohibiting
the killing thefe birds, as they feed upon
putrid carcafes, and therefore contribute to
keep the air wholefome.  There is only one
bird more which I thall mention, the whipper-
will, or whip-poor-will, as it is fometimes
called, from the plaintive noife that it makes;
to my ear it founded wyp-§-il, It begins to

make
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male this noife, which is heard a great way
off, about dufk, and continues it through the
greater part of the night. This bird is fo very
wary, and fo few inftances have occurred of
its being feen, much lefs taken, that many
have imagined the noife does not proceed from
a bird, but from a frog, efpecially asitisheard
moft frequently in the neighbourhood of low
grounds.

The frogs in America, it muft here be ob-
ferved, make a moft fingular noife, fome of
‘them abfolutely whiftling, whilft others croak
{o loudly, that it is difficult at times to tell
whether the {ound proceeds from a calf or a
frog: I have more than once been deceived
by the noife when walking in a meadow.
Thefe laft frogs are called bull frogs; they
mofltly keep in pairs, and are never found but
where there is good water ; their bodies are
frem four to feven inches long, and their legs
are in proportion ; they are extremely active,
and take prodigious leaps. |

The firft town 1 reached on going towards
the mountains was Columbia, or Point of Fork,
as it is called in the neighbourhood. It is
fituated about fixty miles above Richmond, at
the confluence of Rivanna and Fluvannarivers,
which united form James River. Thisisa
flourifhing little place, containing about forty
houfes, and a warehoufe for the infpection of

O3 tobacco,
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tobacco.  On the neck of land between the
two rivers, juft oppofite to the town, is the
magazine of the ftate, in which are kept
twelve thoufand ftand of arms, and about thirty
tons of powder. The low lands bordering
upon the river in this neighbourhood are ex-
tremely valuable.

From Columbia to the Green Springs, about
twenty miles farther on, the road runs almoft
wholly througha pine foreft, and 1s very lonely.
Night came on before I got to the end of it,
and, as very commonly happens with travellers
in this part of the world, I {oon loft my way.
A light, however, feen through the trees,
{feemed to indicate that a houfe was not far
off: my fervant eagerly rode up to it, but the
poor fellow’s confternation was great. indeed
when he obferved it moving from him, pre-
fently coming back, and then with f{wiftnefs
departing again into the woods. I was ata
lofs for a time myfelf to account for the ap=-
pearance, but after proceeding a little farther,
I obferved the fame fort of light in many other
places, and difmounting from my horfe to ex-
amine a buth where one of thefe fparks ap-
}}cared to have fallen, I found it proceeded
from the fire fly. As the fummer came on,
thefe flies appeared every night: after a light
1}10wer in the afternoon, I have feen the woods
iparkling with them in every quarter. The

light
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light is emitted from the tail, and the animal

has the power of emitting it or not at pleafure.
After wandering about till it was near
eleven o’clock, a plantaiion at laft appeared,
and having got freth information refpe@ing
the road from the negroes in the quarter, who
generally fit up half the night, and over a fire
in all feafons, I again fet out for the Green
Springs. With fome difficulty I atlaft found
the way, and arrived there about midnight.
The hour was {o unfeafonable, that the people
at the tavern were very unwilling to open their
doors ; and it was not till I had related the hif-
tory of my adventures from the laft ftage two
or three times that they could be prevailed
upon to Jet mein. At lafta tall fellow in his
thirt came grumbling to the door, and told me
I might come inif I would. I had now a par-
ley for another quarter of an hour to perfuade
him togive me fome corn for my horfes, which
he was very unwilling to do; but at laft he
complied, though much againft his inclina-
tion, and unlocked the ftable door. Returning
to the houfe, T was thewn into a room about
ten feet fquare, in which were two filthy beds
fwarming with bugs; the ceiling had moul-
dered away, and the walls admitted light in
various places ; it was.a happy circumftance,
however, that thefe apertures were in the wall,
04 for
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for the window of the apartiment was infuf-
ficient in itfelf to admit either light or freth
air.  Here I would fain have got fomething to
eat, if poffible, but noteven fo much asa piece
of bread was to be had; indeed, in this part
of the country they feldom think of keeping
bread \ready made, but juft prepare {ufficient
for the meal about half an hour before it is
wanted, and then ferve it hot. Unable there-
fore to procure any food, and fatigued with a
long journey during a parching day, I threw
myfelf down on one of the beds in my clothes,
and enjoyed a profound repofe, notwithftand-
ing the repeated onfets of the buys and other
vermin with which I was molefted.

Betfides the tavern and the quarters of the
flaves, there is but one more building at this
place. This is a lurge farm houfe, where peo-
ple that refort to the fprings are accommodated
with ledgings, about as gocd as thofe at the
tavern. Thele habitations ftand in the center
of a cleared fpot of land of about fifty acres,
furroun-cd entirely with wood. The {prings
are juft on the margin of the wood, at the
bottom of a flope, which begins at the houfes,
and are covered with a few boards, merely to
keep the leaves from falling in.  The waters
are chaiybeate, and are drank chiefly by per-
fens from the low couuty, whefe conftitu-

tions
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tions have been relaxed by the heats of fum-
mer.

Having breakfafted in the morning at this
miiferable little place, { proceeded on my jour-
ney up this South-weft Mountain. In the
courfe of the day’s ride I obiferved a great
number of {nakes, which were now beginning
to come forth from their holes. I killed a
black one, that Ifoundfleeping, ftretched acrofs
the road; it was five feet in length. The black
fnake is more commonly met with than any
other in this part of America, and is ufually
from four to fix feet in length. In proportion
to the length it is extremely flender ; the back
is perfectly black, the belly lead colour, in-
clining to white towards the throat. The
bite of this {nake is not poifonous, and the
people in that country are not generally inclin-
ed to kill it, from its great utility in deftroying
rats and mice. It is wonderfully fond of milk,
and is frequently found in the dairies, which
in Virginia are for the moft part in low fitua-
tions, like cellars, as the millk could not other-
wife be kept {weet for two hours together in
fummer time. The black fnake, at the time
of copulation, immediately purfues any perfon
who comes in fight, and with fuch {wiftnefs,
that the beft runner cannot efcape from him
upon even ground. Many other f{orts of harm-
lefs fnakes are found here, fome of which are

beautifully
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beautifully variegated, as the garter, the rib-
bon, the blueith green fnake, &c. &c. Of
the venomous kind, the moft common are the
rattle fnake, and the copper or moccaffin fhake.
"The former is found chiefly on the mountains ;
but although frequently met with, it is very
rarely that people are bitten by it ; {carcely a
fummer, however, pafles over without feveral
being bit by the copper {fnake. The poifon of
the latter is not {o {ubtile as that of the rattle
ifnake, but it is very injurious, and if not at-
tended to in time, death will certainly enfue.
The rattle fnake is very dull, and never at-
tacks a perfon that does not moleft him; but,
at the fame time, he will not turn out of the
way to avoid any one ; before he bites, he al-
ways gives notice by thaking his rattles, fo that
a perfon that hears them can readily get out of
his way. The copper {nake, on the contrary,
15 more active and treacherous, and, it is faid,
will abfolutely put himfelfin the way of a per-
fon to bite him. Snakes are neither {o nu-
merous nor {o venomous in the northern as in
the fouthern flates. Horfes, cows, dogs, and
fowl, feem to have an innate fenfe of the dan-
ger they are expofed to from thefe poifonous
reptiles, and will thew evident {ymptoms of
fear on approaching near them, although they
are dead ; but what is remarkable, hogs, fo far
trein being afraid of them, purfue and devour
them
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them with the greateft avidity, totally regard-
lefs of their bites. Itisf{uppofed that the great
quantity of fat, with which they are furnithed,
prevents the poifon from operating on their
bodies as on thofe of other animals. Hog’s
lard, it might therefore reafonably be con-
jectured, would be a good remedy for the bite
of afnake: however, I never heard of its being
tried ; the people generally apply herbs to the
wound, the fpecific qualities of which are
well known. It is a remarkable inftance of
the bounty of Providence, that in all thofe
parts of the country where thefe venomous
reptiles abound, thofe herbs which are the
moft certain antidote to the poifon are found
in the greate(t plenty.

The South-weft Mountains run nearly pa-
rallel to the Blue Ridge, and are the firft
which you come to on going up the country
from the fea-coaft in Virginia. Thefe moun-
tains are not lofty, and ought indeed rather
to be called hills than mountains ; they are
not feen till you come within a very few miles
of them, and the afcent is fo gradual, that
you get upon their top almoft without per-
ceiving it,

‘The foil here changes to a deep argilaceous
earth, particularly well fuited to the cul-
ture of {mall grain and clover, and produces
abundantcroPS. As this earth, however, does

not
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not abforb the water very quickly, the farmer
is expofed to great lofles from heavy falls of
rain; the feed is liable te be wafthed out of
the ground, fo that fometimes it is found ne-
cetfary to fow a field two or three different
times before it becomes green; and if great
care be not taken to guard fuch fields as lie
on a declivity by proper trenches, the crops
are fometimes entirely deftroyed, even after
they arrive at maturity ; indeed, very often,
notwithftanding the utmoft precautions, the
water departs from its ufual channel, and
A{weeps away all before it.  After heavy tor-
rents of rain, I have frequently feen all the
negroes in a farm difpatched with hoes and
fpadss to different fields, to be ready to turn
the courfe of the water, in cafe it thould take
an mnproper dire¢tion.  On the fides of the
mmountain, where the ground has been worn
out with the culture of tchacco, and left
wafte, and the water has been fuffered to run
in the fame channel for a le ngth of time, it is
furprifing to fee the depth of the ravines or
guilies, as they are called, which it has formed.
They are juft like fo many precipices, and are
infarmountable barriers to the paffage from
one {ide of the mountain to the other.
\otmmﬁancmo fuch difadvantages, how-
ever, the countrv in the nemhbourhood of
thele mountains is far more poPulous than
that
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that which lies towards Richinond ; and there
are many perfons that even confider it to be
the garden of the United States. All the
productions of the lower part of Virginia may
be had here, at the fame time that the heat
is never found to be fo oppreilive; for in the
hotte(t months in the year, there is a frefhnefy
and elafticity in the air unknown in the low
country. The extremes of heat and cold
are found to be go® and 6° above cipher, but
it 1s not often that the thermometer rifes
above 84°, and the winters are {o mild in ge-~
neral, that it is a very rare circumfltance for
the fnow to lie for three days together upon
the ground.

The falubrity of the climate is equal alfo
to that of any part of the United States;
and the inhabitants have in confequence a
healthy ruddy appearance. The female part
of the peafantry in particular is totally diffe-
rent from that in the low country. Inftead of
the pale, fickly, debilitated beings, whom you
meet with there, you find amongft thefe moun-
tains many a one that would be a fit fubjet
to be painted for a Lavinia. It is really de-
lightful to behold the groups of females, af-
fembled here, at times, to gather the cherries
and other fruits, which grow in the greateft
abundance in the neighbourhood of almoft
every habitation. Their thapes and complex-

lons
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jons are charming; and the careleflnefs of
their drefles, which confift of little more, in
common, than a fimple bodice and petticoat,
makes them appear even ftill more engaging.

The common people in this neighbourhood
appeared to me to be of a more frank and
open dilpofition, more inclined to hofpita-
lity, and to live more contentedly on what
they poffefled, than the people of the fame
clafs in any other part of the United States I
pafled through. From being able, however,
to procure the neceflaries of life upen very
eafy terms, they are rather of an indolent ha-
bit, and inclined to diffipation. Intoxication
is very prevalent, and it is {carcely poffible to
meet with a man who does not begin the day
with taking one, two, or more drams, as {oon
as he rifes. Brandy is the liquor which they
principally ufe, and having the greate(t abun-
dance of peaches, they make it at a very
trifling expence. There is hardly a houfe to
be found with two rooms in it, but where the
inhabitants have a ftill. 'The females do not
fall into the habit of intoxication lie the men,
but in other refpects they are equally dif-
pofed to pleafure, and their morals are in like
manner relaxed.

Along thefe mountains live feveral gentle-
men of large landed property, who farm theic
own eftates, as in the lower parts of Virgtnia ;

4 among
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among the number is Mr. Jefferfon *, from
whofe feat 1 date this letter. His houfe is
about three miles diftant from Charlottefville
and two from Milton, which is on the head
waters of Rivanna River. It is moft fingularly
fituated, being built upon the top of a f{mall
mountain, the apex of which has been cut off,
{0 as to leave an area of about an acre and half.
At prefent it is in an unfinithed ftate; but if
carried onaccording to the planlaiddown, it will
be one of the moft elegant private habitations
in the United States. A large apartment is
laid out for a library and mufeum, meant to
extend the entire breadth of the houfe, the
windows of which are to open into an exten~
five green-houfe and aviary. In the center is
another very {pacious apartment, of an octa-
gon form, reaching from the front to the rear
of the houfe, the large folding glafs doors of
which, at each end, open under a portico. An
apartment like this, extending from front to
back, is very common in a Virginian houfe ;
it is called the faloon,and during fummer is the
one generally preferred by the family, on ac-
count of its being more airy and {pacious than
any other. The houfe commands a maghifi-
cent profpet on one fide of the blue ridge of
mountains for nearly forty miles, and on the

oppofite

* Vice~prefident of the United States.
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oppofite one, of the low country, in appear-
ance like an extended heath covered with
trees, the tops alone of which are vifible. The
mifts and vapours arifing from the low grounds
give a continual variety to the fcene. The
mountain whereon the houfe ftands is thickly
wooded on one fide, and walks are carried
round it, with different degrees of obliquity,
running into cach other. On the fouth fide
is the garden and a large vineyard, that pro-
duces abundance of fine fruit.

Several attempts have been made in this
neighbourhood to bring the manufacture of
wine to perfection; none of them however
have fucceeded to the with of the parties. A
fet of gentlemen once went to the expence even
of getting fix Italians over for the purpofe, but
the vines which the Italians found growing
here, were different, as well as the foil, from
what they had been in the habit of cultivating,
and they were not much more fuccefsful in the
bufinefs than the people of the country. We
muit not, however, from hence conclude that
good wine can never be manufatured upon
thefe mountains. It is well known that the
vines, and the mode of cultivating them, vary
as much in different parts of Europe as the foil
m one country differs from that in another.
It will require fome time, therefore, and dif-
ferent experiments, to afcertain the particular

kind
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kind of vine, and the mode of cultivating it,.
beft adapted to the foil of thefe mountains.
This, however, having been once afcertained,
there is every reafon to fuppofe that the grape
may be cultivated to the greateft perfetion,
as the climate is as favourable for the purpofe
as that of any couniry in Europe. By experi-
ments al{o it is by no means improbable, that
they will, in procefs of time, learn the beft
method of converting the juice of the fruit
into wine.

LETTER XVL
Of the Country between the South-weff and Blue
Mountains. — Copper and Irom Mines.——
Lynchburgh—New London.—Armory berz.
—Defeription of the Road over the Blue
Mountains~—Peaks of Otter, higheft of the
Mountains.—Suppofed Height.~—Much over-~
rated.—~German Settlers numerous beyond the
Blue Mountains.— Smgular Contraft between
the Country and the Inbabitants on each Side
of the Mountains.~—Of the W eevil.—Of the
Heffian  Fly»—Boztetourt County.—Its Soil.
~— Salubrity of the Climate.— Medicinal

Springs bere.— Much frequented.

Fincaftle, May.

HE country between the South-weft
Mountains and the Blue Ridge is very
fartile, and it is much more thickly inhabited
Vor. L. P than
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‘than the lower parts of Virginia. The cli-
mate is good, and the people have a healthy
and robuft appearance. Several valuable mines
of iron and copper have been difcovered here,
for the working of fome of which, works have
been eftablithed; but till the country becomes
more populous it cannot be expected that they
will be carried on with much {pirit.
Having croffed the South-weft Motintains,
1 paffed along through this county to Lynch-
burgh, a town fituated on the fouth-fide of
Fluvanna River, one hundred and fifty miles
above Richmond. This town contains about
one hundred houfes, and a warehoufe for the
infpection of tobacco, where about two thou-
fand hogtheads are annually infpected. It
has been built entirely within the laft fifteen
years, and is rapidly increafing, from its ad-
vantageous fituation for carrying on trade with
the adjacent country. The boats, ir which the
produce is conveyed down the river, are from
forty-eight to fifty-four feet long, but very
narrow in proportion to their breadth. Three
men are {ufficientto navigate one of thefe boats;
and they can go to Richmond and back again
in tendays. They fall down with the fiream,
but work their way back again with poles.
The cargo carried in thefe boats is always pro-
portionate to the depth of water in the river,
which varies very much., When I pafled it
to
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to Lynchburgh, there was no difficulty in
riding acrofs, vet when I got upon the oppofite
banks, I obferved great quantities of weeds
hanging upon the trees, confiderably above
my head though on horfeback, evidently left
there by a flood. This flood happened in the
preceding September, when the waters rofe
fifteen feet above their ufual level. ”
A few miles from Lynchburgh, towards the
Blue Mountains, is a {fmall town called New
London, in which there is a magazine, and
alfo an armory, ereCted during the war.
About fifteen men were here employed, as I
paffed through, repairing old arms and fur-
bithing up others; and indeed, from the
flovenly manner in which they keep their
arms, I fhould imagine that the fame number
muft be conftantly employed all the year
round. At one end of the room lay the muf-
quets, to the amount of about five thoufand,
all together in a large heap, and at the oppo-
fite end lay a pile of leathern accoutrements,
abfolutely rotting for want of common atten-
tion. All the armories throughout the United

States are kept much in the fame ftyle.
Between this place and the Blue Mountains
the country is rough and hilly, and but very
thinly inhabited. The few inhabitants, how-
ever, met with here, are uncommonly robuft
P2 and
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and tall; it is rare to fee a man amongft
them who is not fix feet high. Thefe people
entertain a high opinion of their own fuperio-
rity in point of bodily ftrength over the inhabi-
tants of the low country. A fimilar race of
men is found all along the Blue Mountains.

The Blue Ridge is thickly covered with
large trees to the very fummit; fome of the
mountains are rugged and extremely ftony,
others ‘are not fo, and on thefe laft the foil is
found to be rich and fertile. It is only in par-
ticular places that this ridge of mountains can
be crofled, and at fome of the gaps the afcent
is fteep and difficult; but at the place where
I crofled it, which was near the Peak of Otter,
on the fouth-fide, inftead of one great moun-
tain to pafs over, as might be imagined from
an infpection of the map, there is a fucceffion
of fmall hills, rifing imperceptibly one above
the other, fo that you get upon the top of the
Ridge before you are aware of it.

The Peaks of Otter are the higheft moun-
tains in the Blue Ridge, and, meafured from
their bafes, are fuppofed to be more lofty than
any others in North America. According to
Mr. Jefferfon, whofe authority has been
quoted nearly by every perfon that has written
on the fubject fince the publication of his
Notes'on Virginia, the principal peak is about

- four
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four thoufand feet in perpendicular heights
but it muft be obferved, that Mr. Jefferfon
does not fay that he meafured the height
himfelf; on the contrary, he acknowledges
that the height of the mountains in America
has never yet been afcertained with any de~
gree of exaltnefs ; it isonly from eertain data,
from which he fays a tolerable conje@ure
may be formed, that he fuppofes this to be
the height of the loftieft peak. Pofitively to
affert that this peak is not {o high, without
having meafured it in any manner, would be
abfurd; as I did not meafure it, I do not
therefore pretend to contradi& Mr. Jefterfon;
I have only to fay, that the moft elevated of
the peaks of Otter appeared to me but a very
infignificant mountain in comparifon with
Snowden, in Wales ; and every perfon that I
coniverfed with that had feen both, and I con-
verfed with many, made the fame remark,
Now the higheft peak of Snowden is found,
by triangular admeafurement, to be no more
than three thoufand five hundred and fixty-
eight feet high, reckoning from the quay at
. Cagnarvon. None of the other mountains in
the Blue Ridge are fuppofed, from the fame
data, to be more than two thoufand feet in
perpendicular height.

Beyond the Blue Ridge, after croffing by
this route pear the Peaks of Qtter, I met with
P3 bug
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but very few fettlements till I drew near to
‘Fincaftle, in Bottetourt County. This town
“ftands about twenty miles diftant from the
mountain, and about fifteen fouth of Fluvanna
‘River. It was only begun about the year
‘1790, yet italready contains fixty houfes, and
is moft rapidly increafing. The improvement
of the adjacent country has likewife been very
rapid, and land now bears nearly the fame
price that it does in the neighbourhood of
York and Lancafter, in Pennfylvania. The
inhabitants confift principally of Germans,
who have extended their fettlements from
Pennfylvania along the whole of that rich
track of land which runs through the upper
part of Maryland, and from thence behind
the Blue Mountains to the moft fouthern parts
of Virginia. Thefe people, as I before men-
tioned, keep very much together, and are
never to be found but where the land is re-
markably good. It is fingular, that although
they form three fourths of the inhabitants on
the weftern-fide of the Blue Ridge, yet not
one of them is to be met with on the eaftern
fide, notwithftanding that land is to be pur-
thafed in the neighbourhood of the South-
weft Mountains for one fourth of what is paid
for' it in Bottetourt County.  They have
many times, I am told, croffed the Blue Ridge
. to examine the land, bat the red foil which
o . they
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they found there was different from what
they had been accuftomed to, and the injury
it was expofed to from the mountain torrents,
always appeared to them an infuperable ob~
jection to fettling in that part of the country.
The difference indeed between the country
on the eaftern and on the weftern fide of the
Blue Ridge, in Bottetourt County, is aftoni(h-
ing, when it is confidered that both are under
the fame latitude, and that this difference is
perceptible within the thort diftance of thirty
miles.

On the eaftern fide of the Ridge, cotton
grows extremely well; and in winter the
fnow {carcely ever remains more than a day
or two upon the ground. On the other fide,
cotton never comes to perfection; the winters
are fevere, and the fields covered with fhow
for weeks together. In every farm yard you
{ee fleighs or fledges, carriages ufed to run
upon the fnow. Wherever thefe carriages
are met with, it may be taken for granted
that the winter lafts in that part of the coun-
try for a confiderable length of time, for the
people would never go to the expence of
building them, without being tolerably certain
that they would be ufeful. On the eaftern
fide of the Blue Ridge, in Virginia, not one
of thefe carriages is to be met with.

It has already been mentioned, that the.
. Py pre-
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predominant foil to the eaftward of the Blue
Ridge is a red earth, and that it is always a
matter of fome difficulty to lay down a piece
of land in grafs, on account of the rains,
which are apt to wafth away the feeds, to-
gether with the mould on the furface. In
Bottetourt County, on the contrary, the {oil
confiits chiefly of a rich brown mould, and
throws up white clover fpontancoufly. To
have a rich meadow, it is only neceffary to
leave a piece of ground to the hand of nature
for one year. Again, on the caftern fide of
the Blue Mountains, {carcely any limeftone is
to be met with ; on the oppofite one, a bed
of it runs entirely through the country, fo
that by fome it is emphatically called The
Limeftone County. In finking wells, they
have always to dig fifteen or twenty feet

through a folid rock to get at the water.
Another circumftance may alfo be men-
tioned, as making a material difference be
tween the country on one fide of the Blue
Ridge and that on the other, namely, that be-
hind the mountains the weevil is unknown,
The weevil is a fmall infe@ of the moth
kind, which depofits its eggs in the cavity of
the grain, and particularly in that of wheat;
and if the crops are ftacked or laid up in the
barn in fheaves, thefe eggs are there hatched,
and the grain is in confequence totally de-
2 ) ftroyed,
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ftroyed. To guard againtt this, in the lower
parts of Virginia, and the other ftates where
the weevil is common, they always threfh out
the grain as foon as the crops are brought in,
and leave it in the chaff, which creates a de~
gree of heat fufficient to deftroy the infe&, at
the fame time that it does not injure the
wheat, This infe¢t has been known im
America but a very few years ; according to
the general opinion, it originated on the eaftern
thore of Maryland, where a perfon, in expec-
tation of a great rife in the price of wheat,
kept over all his crops for the {pace of fix
years, when they were found full of thefe
infeCts; from thence they have fpread gra-
dually over different parts of the country.
For a confiderable time the Patowmac River
formed a barrier to their progrefs, and while
the crops were entirely deftroyed in Mary-
land, they remained fecure in Virginia; but
thefe infeCts at laft found their way acrofs the
river, 'The Blue Mountains at prefent ferve
as a barrier, and fecure the country to the

weltward from their depredations *,
Botte-

# There is another infé@, which in a fimilar manner made
its appearance, and afterwards {pread through a great part of
the country, very injurious alfo to the crops. It is called
the Heflian Fly, from having been brought over, as is fuppofed,
Vm fome forage belongmg to the Heffian troops, during the war,

lhls mfe& lodges itfelf in different parts of the ﬁalk whik
green,
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Bottetourt County is entirely furrounded by
mountains ; it is alfo croffed by various ridges
of mountains in different dire¢tions, a circum-
ftance which renders the climate particularly
agreeable. It appears to me, that there is no
part of America where the climate would be
more congenial to the conftitution of a native
of Great Britain or Ireland. The froft in
winter is rmore regular, but not feverer than
commonly takes place in thofe iflands. In
fummer the heat is, perhaps, fomewhat
greater ; but there is not a night in the year
that a blanket is not found very comfortable,
Before ten o’clock in the morning the heat is
greateft; at thathour a breeze generally fprings
up from the mountains, and renders the air
agreeable the whole day.  Fever and ague are
diforders unknown here, and the air is fo falu-

brious,

green, and makes fuch rapid devaftations, that a crop which
appears in the beft poffible ftate will, perhaps, be totally de-
ftroyed in the courfe of two or three days, In Maryland, they
fay, that if the land is very highly manured, the Heffian fly
never attacks the grain; they alfo fay, that crops raifed upon
land that has been worked for a long time are much lefs ex-
pofed to injury from thefe infe@s than the crops raifed upon
new land. If this is really the cafe, the appearance of the
Heflian Fly thould be confidered as a circumftance rather bene-
ﬁcia-l than otherwife to the country, as it will induce the in.
habltar}ts to relinquifh that ruinous practice of working the,
fame piece of ground year after year till it is entirely worn
out, and.then leaving it wafte, inftead of taking fome pains to
improve it by manure. 'This fly is not known at prefent fouth.
of the Patowmac River, nor behind the Blue Ridge. '
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brious, that perfons who come hither afflicted
with it from the low country, towards the
fea, get rid of it in a very fhort time.

In the weftern part of the county are feveral
medicinal {prings, whereto numbers of people
refort towards the latter end of {ummer, as
much for the fake of efcaping the heat in the
fow country, as for drinking the waters.
Thofe moft frequented are called the Swect
Springs, and are fituated at the foot of the
Alleghany Mountains. During the Iaft feafon
upwards of two hundred perfons reforted to
them, with fervants and horfes. The accom-
modations at the {prings are moft wretched at
prefent ; but a fet of gentlemen from South
Carolina have, I underftand, fince I was there,
purchafed the place, and are going to erect
feveral commodious dwellings in the neigh-
bourhood, for the reception of company. Be-
fides thefe {prings there are others in Jackfon’s
Mountains, a ridge which runs between the

"Blue Mountains and the Alleghany. One of
the {prings here is warm, and another guite
hot; a few paces from the latter, a {pring of
common water iflues from the earth, but
which, from the contraft, is generally thought
to be as remarkable for its coldnefs as the water
of the adjoining one is for its heat : there is
alfo a fulphur {pring near thefe ; leavesof trees

falling into it become thickly incrufted with
{fulphur



228 TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMERICA:

fulphur in a very fhort time, and filver is turned
black almoft immediately. At a future pe.
riod, the medicinal qualities of all thefe {prings
will probably be accurately afcertained; at
prefent they are but very little known. As
for the relief obtained by thofe perfons that
frequent the Sweet Springs, in pari'culur, it is
ftrongly conjeGtured that they are more in-
debted for it to the change of the climate
than to the rare qualities of the water.

N T A

o LETTER XVIL

Defeription of the celebrated Rock Bridge, and
of an immenfe Cavern.—Defeription of the
Shenandoa Valley.— Inbabitants moftly Ger-
mans.— Sl and Climate—Obfervations on
American Landfiapes.— Mode of cutting down
Trees.~—High Road to Kertucky, bebind Blue
Mountains. — Much frequented. —Uncoutb,
mquifitive People.— Lexington.— Staunton.—
Mibtary Titles very common in America——
Caufes therog/— Winchefter.

Winchefter, May.
y FTER remaining a confiderable time in
~ = Bottetourt County, I again croffed Fly-
vanna River into the county of Rockbridge,
{o called from the remarkable natural-bridge

of
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and liberty as thofe of the neighbouring coun-
try; and that whatever fthe might lofe by
expofing herfelf to the horrors of a fanguinary
war, fhe could gain no eflential or immediate
advantages whatfoever, by afferting her own
independence.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.

Luke Hanfard, Printer, o
@eat Turnfile, Lincoln’s-Inn Fields
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of rock thatisinit. This bridge ftands about

ten miles from Fluvanna River, and nearly the
fame diftance from the Blue Ridge. It ex-
tends acrofs a deep cleft in a mountain, which,
by fome great convulfion of nature, has been
fplit afunder from top to bottom, and it feems
to have been left there purpofely to afford a
paflage from one fide of the chafm to the
other. The cleft or chafm is about two miles
long, and is in fome places upwards of three
hundred feet deep ; the depth wvaries accord-
- ing'to the height of the mountain, being deepeft
where the mountain is moft lofty. The
breadth of the chafm alfo varies in different
‘places ; but in every part it is uniformly wider
at top than towards the bottom. That the
two fides of the chafm were once united ap-
pears very evident, not only from projecting
socks on the one fide correfponding with
fuitable cavities on the other, but alfo from
the different ftrata of earth, fand, clay, &c.
being exadtly fimilar from top to bottom on
both fides ; but by what greatagent they were
feparated, whether by fire or by water, re-
-amains hidden amongft thofe arcona of nature
which we vainly endeavour to develope.
The arch confifts of a {olid mafls of ftone,
or of feveral ftones cemented fo firongly to-
.gether, that they appear but as one. This
. mais,
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mafs, it is to be fuppofed, at the time that the
hill was rent afunder, was drawn acrofs the
fiflure, from adhering clofely to one fide, and
being loofened from its bed of earth at the
oppofite one. It feems as probable, I think,
that the mafs of ftone forming the arch was
thus forcibly plucked from one fide, and drawn
acrofs the fiffure, as that the hill thould have
remained difunited at this one {pot from top to
bottom, and that a paffage fhould afterwards
have been forced through it by water. The
road leading to the bridge runs through a
thick wood, and up a hill ; having afcended
which, nearly to the top, you paufe for a mo-
ment at finding a fudden difcontinuance of
the trees at one fide; but the amazement
which fills the mind is great indeed, when, on
going a few paces towards the part which ap-
pears thus open, you find yourfelf on the
brink of a tremendous precipice. You in-
voluntarily draw back, ftare around, then
again come forward to fatisfy yourfelf that
what you have feen is real, and not the illu-
fions of fancy. You now perceive, that you
arc upon the top of the bridge; to the very
edge of which, on one fide, you may approach
with fafety, and look down into the abyfs,
being protetted from falling by a parapet of
fixed rocks. The walls, as it were, of the
bridge, at this fide, are fo perpendicular, that

a perfon
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a perfon leaning over the parapet of rock,
might let fall a plummet from the hand to
the very bottom of the chafm. On the op-
pofite fide this is not the cafe, nor is there any
parapet ; but from the edge of the road, which
runs over the bridge, is a gradual flopc to the
brink of the chafm, upon which it is fome-
what dangerous to venture. This flope is
thickly covered with large trees, principally
cedars and pines. 'The oppofite fide was alfo
well furnithed with trees formerly, but all
thofe that grew near the edge of the bridge
have been cut down by different people, for
the fake of feeing them tumble to the bottom.
Before the trees were deftroyed in this manner,
you might have pafled over the bridge with~
out having had any idea of being upon it ; for
the breadth of it is no lefs than eighty feet.
The road runs nearly in the middle, and is
frequented daily by waggons.

At the diftance of a few yards from the
bridge, a narrow path appears, winding along
the fides of the fiffure, amidt immenfe rocks
and trees, down to the bottom of the bridge.
Here the ftupendous arch appears in all its
glory, and feems to touch the very fkies. To
behold it without rapture, indeed, is impof-
fible ; and the more critically it is examined,
the more beautiful and the more {urprifing
does it appear. The Leight of the bridge to

. the
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the top of the parapet is two hundred and
thirtcen feet by admeafurement with a line ;
the thicknefs of the arch forty feet; the {pan
of the arch at top ninety feet ; and the diftance
between the abutments at bottom fifty feet.
The abutments confift of a {olid mafs of lime.
ftone on either fide, and, together with the
arch, feem as if they had been chifeled out
by the hand of art. A fmall ftream, called
Cedar Creek, running at the bottom of the
fiffure, over bed of rocks, adds much to the
beauty of the {cene.

The fiffure takes a very fudden turn juft
above the bridge, according to the courfe of
the ftream, {o that when you ftand below, and
look under the arch, the view is intercepted
at the diftance of about fifty yards from the
bridge. Mr. Jefferfon’s ftatement, in his Notes,
that the fiffure continues firait, terminating
with a pleafing view of the North Mountains,
1s quite erroneous. The fides of the chafm
are thickly covered in every part with trees,
excepting where the huge rocks of limeftone
appear.

Befides this view from below, the bridge is
feen to very great advantage from a pinnacle
of rocks, about fifty feet below the top of the
ﬁfﬁ}rg ; for here not only the arch is feen in
21111 its beauty, b}lt the {peQator is irprefled in
the moft forcible manner with ideas of its

grandeur
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grandeur, from being enabled at the fame
time to lcok down into the profound gulph
over which 1t pafles, i

About fifty miles to the northwward of the
Rock Bridoe, and alfo bekiad the Diue Moun-
tains, there is another very remarkable natural
curiofity ; tiis 1s a large cavern, known in
the neighbourhood by the name of Maddifon’s
Cave. It is in the hzart of a mountain,
about two hundred feet high, and which is
fo fteep on one fide, that a perlon {landing
on the top of it, might eafily throw a peb-
ble into the river, which flows round thc baiz ;
the oppofite fide of it is, however, very cafy
of afcent, and on this fide the path lead-
ing to the cavern runs, exceptine for the laft
twenty yards, when it {udd:nly tarns zloag
the fteep part of the mountiin, which is ex-
tremely rugged, and covered with Immenle
rocks and frees from top to bottom. The
mouth of the cavern, on this Pif@p fide, about
two thirds of the way up, is guarded by a huge
pendent ftone, which feems ready to drop
every inftant, and it is hardly pofiible to ftoop
under it, withcut refleGing with a ccrtain de-
gree of awe, that were it to drop, nothing
ceuld fave you from perithing within the
dreary walls of thot manfion to which it af-
fords an entrance.

Vo L. Id Q_ Pre-
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Preraratory to enterin, the gutdc, whony
I hoc procured from a neighbouring houle,
iishted the ends of three or forr fplntors of
piich | ine, a larce bundle ¢f v hich he had
brun }1.. with Lim: toey burn out very faft,
but while they laftarc molt crecllont torches.
The fire he Lrought along w nh hun, by mcans
of a it of green hiccory wool, which, when

c ‘1,;.:’;, vwill burn flowly without any

blaze ¢il the whois is confume l.

The firft apartment yeu entcr is about
twent-five fzet hich, and nfteen brosd, wnd

bl (o}

cxtends a confiderable way to the right and
‘o .

i
i

¢ft, the floor afcending towards the former

vere 1t Is very mobl, ﬁom the qmnt ty of
water com,nu(u]‘f trickling from the roof.
I‘ahrenhui s thermometer, which ftood at 67
i ine air, (Ul to 61° in this room. A few
vards to me it on the iiJf: o pciite to you
oa entering, a patlige px onts 1tfe £, which
leads to a foro of anti-ciumber as it were,
frera wicnce von procced into the found
reea, fo nomed from <he 1yromfvxous cverbe-
ration ¢f the found of a voice or mufical in-
ftrument at the file. This roem is about
twenty (et {juare; it is arched at top, and
the Gdes of 1ty a3 vell as of that arartment
v'hi:h )'ou ﬁxﬂ: ter, are beautifully orna-

sved with al J,;J.SS. Pl rninz from hence

nto
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into the antichumber, and afterwards taking
two or tiree turns to the right and left, you
ester a long pailage about Lhir cen feet wide,
and pethps about fifteen in height perpen-
diculacly 5 but if it was meafure 1 from the
floor to the highett part of the roof obliguely,
the diftunce would be found much greater,
as the walls on both fides {lope very confider-
ably, and finaily meet at top. This paflage
d-frends very rapidly, and is, I thould fup-
pofe, about fixty yards long. Towards the
end it narrows confiderably, and terminates in
a pool of clear water, about three or four feet
deep. How far this pocl extends it is impofli-
ble to fay. A canoe was once brought down
by a party, for the purpole of cxamination,
but they faid, that after proceeding a little
way uron the water the canoe would not float,
and they were forced to return. Their fears,
moft probably, led them to fancy it was fo.
I fired a piftol with a ball over the watcr, but
the report was cchoed from the after part of
the cavern, and not from that part beyond the
water, {o that I thould not fuppofe the paflage
extended much farther than could be traced
with the eye. The walls of this paflage con-
Gft of a folid rock of limeftone on each fide,
which appears to have been feparated by
fome convulfion. The floor is of a deep fandy
earth, and it has repeatedly been dug up for

Q2 the
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the purpofe of getting {.lt-petre, vwith whicly
the carth is ftrongly impreongted. The
earth, after being dug up, is niixed with wa-
ter, and when the groffer parcicles izl to the
bottem, the water 1s drawn off and cvaporated ;
from the refidue the falt-petre 1s procuicd.
"There are many other cavems in this neigh-
bourhood, =nd alfo farther to the weltward,
1 Virginia ﬁom oll of them great quantities
of fu lt -petre are thus obtained.  The gun-
powder made with it, in the back couutry,
forms a principal article of commerce, and is
fent to Philudelphia in exchange for Euro-
pean manufactures.

About two thirds of the way down this
feny paffege, juit defcribed, is a large aper-
ture in the wall on the rizht, leading to an-

other apartmeﬂt ihe bottom of "‘»/bich 15 c'lwwt

1S no c.fy matter 1o get duwn mto it, as

¢ fides are very fteep and extremely flippery.
his i the 1;;;_--:& and 1ot beautifal room
in the whole cavern ; iti1s fomewhat of an ool
ferin, about fixty feet in length, thiriy in
breadth, and in fome parts nearly fifty feet
high. The petrifactions itirnzd by the water
dropping from above ar: moit b°aut1fu] and
hang down from the c:ill

)
)
[l
£
4

the furm of
elegant drapcl\, the foils of which are fimilar
to what tholk of large blanlcts or carpets

V\L_,U}d
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would be if {ufpended by one corner in a lofty
room. If ftruclc with a ftick, a deep hollow
found is produced, which echoes through the
vaults of the cavern. In other pasts of this
. Ctions have commenced at the

room the petr!
bottom, and formed in piliars of different
heights; fome of them rcach neerly to the
rocf. If you go to a remote part of this apart-
ment, and leave a perfon with alizhted torch
moving about amidit thelt piliars, a thoufand
imaginary forms prefent them({:lves, and you
migat almoft fancy yourfelf in the infernal re-
gions, with {petres and monfiers on every
iide.  The floor of this room fopes down gra=-
dually from one end to the other, and termi-
nates in a pool of water, which appears to be
on a level with that at the end of the long
pafiage ; from their fituation it is moft pro-
bable that they communicate tozether.  The
ticrmometer which I had with me ftood, in
the remotsft part of this chamber, at 53%
I'rom hence we returned to the mouth of the
«cavern, and on coming into the light it ap-
peared as if we really had been in tne infernal
regions, for our faces, hands, and clothes were
finutted all over, every part of thic cave being
covered with {oot from the {molke of tize pine
torches which are {o often carried in. The
{moke from the pitch pine is particularly
ghicls and heavy, Before this cave was much

Q_3 vifited,
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vifited, and the walls blackened Iy the fmelke,
its beauty, [ was told by {fome of the old in-
habitants, vas great indeed, for the petrifac-
tions on the roof and wlls are ¢il of the dead
waite kind.

T he country immediately brhin? the Blue
Mountaing, between Dotictourt County and
the Patowmace River, is agreeal'y diveriified
with hill and doie, and abounds with cxten-
five tracts of rich land. The low grounds
berd.riny upon the Shenandoah River, which
runs centiguous to toe Blue Ridge for up-
wards of one hundred miles, arc in particular
diftinguithed for their fertilitv.  Thefe low
grounds are thofe which, firiftly fpeakin-,
conftitete the Shenandonh Vallev, though in
general the country lving “or tiveral miles
drtant from th2 river, ond in {ome parts
very hilly, gees under thatname.  The natu-
ral herbage is not fo finc here as in Uoiietourt
County, but wien clover is once fown it
grows moft luxurinntly 5 wheat ally is pie-
flgxced inzs plentiful crops as in any part of the
United States. Tobacco i+ ros ruifed exe. -
g for privaic uz, and but little Indian cé)rn
i1s fown, as it i- lialle to be ininred by the
nizhtly freics ‘
{prin-.

> which are common in the

1 The dimate here - nct {5 warm as in the
3 . L, .
ower parts of t'ic country, on the cotrorn fide

of



LANDSCAPES. 231

of the mountains; but it is by no means fo
temperate as 1n Bottetourt County, which,
from being environed with ridges of moun-
tains, 18 conftantly refrethed with cocling
breczes during fummer, and in the winter is
theltered from the keen blafts from the north
welt.

The whole of this country, to the weft of
the mountains, is increafing molt rapidly in
population. In the neighbourhood of Win-
chefter it is {o thickly fettled, and confequently
fo much cleared, that woed is now beginning
to be thought valuable; the farmers are obliged
frequently to fend ten or fifteen miles even for
their fence rails. It is only, however, in this
particular neighbourhood that the country is
{o much improved ; in other places there are
immenfe tra&ts of woodlands {till remaining,
and in general the hills are all left uncleared.
The hills being thus left covered with treesis
a circumitance which adds much to the beauty
of the country, and intermixed with extenfive
fieids clothed with the richeft verdure, and
watered by the numerous branches of the She-
nandoah River, a variety of pleafing landfcapes
are prefented to the eye in almoft every part of
the route from Bottetourt to the Patowmac,
many of which are confiderably heightened
by the appearance of the Blue Mountains in

the back ground.
Q4 With
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U th rooard to the landizapes however, ana
to Acrican landlcapus in peneral, it is tobz
obierved, that their beauty is much impaired
by the unpicturcfgue anpeerance of the angu-
larfuuw,ulxd of the {4 wonden houles, -.,hv_
have at a lictle diftance a heavy, adull, and
gloomy afpect.  The ftumps of the trees alfo,
cnland newly deared, are ol difagreeable
objedts, wherewlith the eye is centinually af-
tailed. Vvhentrees ave felled 10 A\ fcvicu, Uiy
are never cut down cloiz to the yround, but
the trunks arz lett ftanding two or three feet
Ligh; for it is found that a weodman can cuc
down many morz i a day, [tandiag with a
gentle inclination of the body, than if he werc
to {tcop {0 as to aply his axe to the Lottom
of the trez; it does nut make an
either to the farnicr, whether the b ip 1s left
two or three fzct hiviy, cr whether it is cut
down level vith the Uround, as 1n each cafe it
vould equally be a Lindrance to the p]ougn.

Thetz ftumrs ula aly decay in the courfe of
{:ven or cipnt vaars; fomctimes howeyir

tooner, fometimes later, accor ding to the qua-
]Jt;,' of tae timber. They never throw up
fuckers, o1 {lumps of tress vvoald do in Fne-
land »f eft in that manne-. B
Tie cultivated lands in this coun rv oare
moftly parcel’ed out in faall portions; tiicre
are no rerfons here, as < the other fide of the

mountams,_
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mountains, poffefling large farms; nor are
there any eminently diftinguithed by their
education or knowledze from the reft of their
fellow citizens. Poverty al{o is as much un-
known in this country as great wealth. Each
man owns the houfe he lives in and the land

' 31 which he cultivates, and every one appears to
bein a bappy f{tate of mediocrity, a~d unam-
bittous of a more elevated fituation thun what
he himfelf enjoys.

The free inhabitants confilt for the moft
part of Germans, who here maintain the fame
charalter as in Penniylvania and the other
ftates where they have f{ettled. About onc
fizth of the people, on an average, are fiives,
but in fome of the countics the proportion is
much lefs; in Rockbridse the flaves do not
amount to more than an eicvents, and in She-
nandoah County not to mora than a twentieth
part of the whole.

Eotween Fincaftle and the Patovance there
are feveral towns, as Lexington, Staunton,
Newmarket, Woodftock, Winchefter, Strai-
burgh, and fome others. Theft towns all ftund
on the great road, ranning north and feuth
behind the Biue Mountains, and which is the
high road from the northern ftates to Ken-
tucky.

As 1 pafled along it, I met with creat num<

bers of people from Kentucky and the new
| ftate



234 TRAVILS THROUGH NOITH AVERICA:
iclphia
and Lidtimore, 'md with ma any ciiors going
i1 acontrary dircdtion, €< toexpl o o,” as they

e ; .
ftare of Tenafice coing towards Fhilad

call it, that i, to {zurch for Jands cunveniently
Gituated for new {:ttlcmcnts in the weftern
cenntr. Thefe people ail travil on horfebuck,
with niftols or fwords, and a larse blanket
folded ap unler their fadd!y, which laft they
uie for fleeping in when oblized to pals tic
night in the wouds. 7 here is but littie -
cafion for arms now that peace iias been made
with the Indicns: but {formaiy it ufed to be
a very ferious undertaking to go by this route
to Kentucky, and travellers voerc ;lm vsoblized
to co forty or fifty ina poarty, ond weil pre-
pared for defence. It wonld be ftill dancer-
ous for any pesion to venture fingly ; but if
five or {iv travel togsther, they are perfzéily
fecure. "Lhercare houfes now fcattered along
nextly the whole way frem Tincaflle to Lex-
1n7ten in Rentucky, fo that it is ot nceeflary
to deep morc than two or three ni shisin the
woodsin going there. Ofall the encouth hu-
1an b_.ws 1 met with in Auserica, thefe peo-
;lc from the weftern ceuntiy were the moft
fo; their curiofity was boundl. s, i'requently
tave I been ﬁonped abll‘pﬂ] Ly ore of them
i1 a folitary part of the road, and in fuch a
manncy, that had it been in anothor country,

i+ thould have imagined it was a highwayman

-

< that
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that was gol g to demand my ],ur C, arud
without auy urther preface, afked where I
came from? ‘f I was acquainted with any
news? wherc bound to ? and finally, my name?
—¢ Stop, Mifter! why I guefs now you be
« coming from the new {tate.”  No, Sir,”—
« Why then I.gvefs as how you be coming
“ from Kentuc*.” < INo, Sir.”—< Ch! why
¢ then, pray now where might you be comin;c;
“ from?” ¢ From the low country.”—¢ Why
¢« you muft have heard all the news then ; pray
s now, Mifter, what might the price of bacon
“ be in thofe parts ?” ¢ Upon my word, my
¢ friend, I can’t inform you.”—* Aye, aye; I
« fee, Mifter, you be’n’t one of us; pray now,
¢ Mifter, what might your name be?”—A
ftranger going the {ume way is furc of having
the company of thefe worihy people, fo de-
firous of information, as {ar as the next tavern,

where he is feldom fuffered to remain for five
minuics, till he is again affailed by a frefh fet
with the fame queftions.

The firft town you come to, going north-
ward from Bottetourt County, 1s Lexington,
a neat little place, that did contain about one
hundred houfes, 2 court-houlc, and gaol 5 but
the greétcr part of it was deftroyed by fire juft
l}eforc I got thers, Great numbers of Irtfh are

* Kentucky.
fettled
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fotiod 1 tals prace. Thirty milcs far.her on
ftands Stunton.  This town carrics on a con-

fderable trade with tv\ Lacl: COU‘*“V and

C.L

contains nearly two huardred dweiiings, moft; y
built of ftone, torciter Wi na chu h. This
was the firfk pl;tw on the entire read from
Lynchburgh, oae hundred and ﬁi‘y milcs dif-
teat, and which Iwas about ten days in travel-

S

ling, where I was not able to g=ta bit of frefh
meat, excepting indeed on pafling the Liue
Mountains, where they boousht me fome ve-
ni”f‘n that had been juft killed. I wenton fiity
milcs further, from Stannton, boivre I gotany
agrin. Salwed pork, boiled with tarnip tops
by wav of greens, or fried bxcon, or fried falted
fith,with v failad, dreffea with vinegarand
the melted fot which remains in the frying-
PN oot dre:iinﬁ‘ the Licon, is the cnly food
5 be oot ot mott of the taverss 1a this coun=
1!;_\'; in foring it is the confi:nt food of the

seople in the country ; ;ri ndezd, dircuzhous
t'he whol2 vear, §ase told, falted meat 15 wiat

they moft o2 aerzily ule.
moevery part of Americe a Luropean is
arerif=d at finding fo many mien with "'~ilit;xvy
itles, and il morc fo at feeing fuch nomi-
}wcrs of thememployed in cap: s apoarcatly
fo nconfiftent wich their roni; dor it is

PR

o M g :
nolvnyouncommon to fue a captiin in the
! -

12 driver of a

ftage

(_) LA-r, e LD

lI\
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ftage coach, or a ;enual desliny out penny
ribbon behind his corater; but no where, 1
belizve, is there iucn a fup:rﬂuity of thefe
military pe“fw?:ffs as in the little town of
Staunton; there is hald«y a decent b”fon in it,

excepting lawyers and medical men, but what

is a colonel, a major, oracaptain. 'This is to
be accounted for as follows: in Airerica, every
freeman from the age of fixteen to fifty years,
whofe occupation does not abZolutely forbid it,
muft enrol himfelf in the milita. In Virginia
alone, the militia amounts to about fixty-two
thoufand men, and it 1s divided into four di-
vifions and feventeen brigades, to each of which
there is a general and other officers.  Were
there no officers therefore, excepting thofe
actoally belonging to the militia, the number
muft be very great; but independent of the
militia, there are alfo volunteer corps in moft
of the towns, which have likewile their re-
{pective officers. In Staunton there are two of
thefe corps, one of cavalry, the other of artil-

lery. Thefe are formed ct LSﬁJ of men who
find a certain degree of amuierzent in exer-
cifing as foldiers, and Who are alfo induced
to aflociate, by the vanity of appearing inre-
gimentals.  The militia is not affembled
oftener than once in two or three months, and
as it refts with every individual to provide
himfelf with arms and accoutrements, and no
ft

]xn:
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{trefs being laid upen coming in uniforn, the
cppearance ot the men is not vory military.
Nuwhers alfo of the oificers of thele volun-
teer corpy, 'J.I]d of tae militis, are rotioning
every Cay; and if aman hasbeen 2 captain or
a colonel but one dey citier in the one body
or the oithur, 't feerns to bean eitabiitbed rule
taat he is to hive nomial rank the reft of Lis
Lite.  Added to 21, there are feveral oiicers of
the old continental army ncither in the militia
nor 1n the veluntzerco

Sieheler fltands one hundred miles to tha
worthveacd of Stavnton, and iy the s largett town
i the United States on the we.iern ﬁ e of the
Blic Mountains,  The hoaf :are eftimatod
at three hundred and fifty, and the inhabitants
at. tvo thoutand. There are four churchs=s
i this town, which, as \"P"l as the houfes, .re
vlainly budt. The firects are reguler, but

~4

very pamrow. ‘Thore i opothing particulariy
delerving of attention in tais place, noriandecd
i1 any of 1] : other fmall towns v hich have
been :.A_»\;ntmncd, none of theyy contiining more
than feventy houlis cach,



LETTER XVIL

Defeription of the Paffage of Patowinac and
Shenandexh Rivers through a Break in the
Blue Montoins.—=Sogie Qbfervaiions on Mr.
Fefferfon’s Acconns of the Scere.—Summary
Accovnt of Liaryland.— Arrival at Phila-
delphia.—Remarks on the Clunate of the
United States.—GState of the City of Phila-
delphia during the Heat of Sumner.—Dijfi-
culty of preferving Butter, Milk, Meat, Fifb,
Ge——General Ufe of Ice.—Of the Winds.—
State of Weather in America depends greatly
upon them. :

Philadelphia, June.

AVING traverfed, in various direGions,

the country to the weft of the Blue Moun-
tains in Virginia, I came to the Patowmac, at
the place where that river paffes through the
Blue Ridge, which Mr. Jefferfon, in his INotes
upon Virginia, has reprefented as one of the
moft ¢ ﬁupendous {cenes in nature, and worth
“ a voyage acrofs the Atlantic.” The ap~-
proach towards the place is wild and romantic.
After crofling a number of {mall hills, which
rife one above the other in {ucceffion, you at
laft perceive the break in the Blue Ridge; at

the fame time the road fuddenly turning, winds
dovin
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down alonyrand oo hill, (hadod with 1o%y
trees, whote branches unitz over your huad.
On one fide of the road there are large bl ps

of rocks above vou, winen Leom o to lhhlt(.l

+ < ftruction to any one thet malies undor them;
on the other, a decp precipioe preiznts itlelt,
at thie Lotic of which is beard the rearing
ol the wate: -, that are coaccalzd from the e, e
by che toicknzs oi the felinge, Towards the

end of this bil, absus \LJ fect above the

1

1
level of the water, ftonds a tavern and a few
houlcs, and fro.n {ome f:;un in the roar of
theim e pz.ii*.:;g of the river tirough the

meancan oo, ochine, Scon oo the beft advan-

Whe Fatovmac on the left comes winding
aloag throuth a fertile country towards the
mountain; on the r?gZ‘:t flows the Shenandoah -
NIt 'j:L..vr at the foot of = nountain,
beyceil oa tihrough the gop; then fudle Aty
expanding to the breadih vi about {wur hun-
drec ,mje, th=y pafion towards the fen, anl
= finzlly 1 fk to the view amid{t furroun nding

Do The rogred aroiarance of the fides
¢: ot mounin towards the r1”°r, and the
large rocic, that iic feattered about at the
boen, reny of which have cvidont iy been

ipht aandor by fome great convulfion, ¢ are

Loowuments,” as Mr, Jeferfon obferves, of the
“var thag has mkcnl aee ot tiis fpot te-

“ tween
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“ tween rivers and mountains; and at firft
“{ight they lead us into an opinion that
“ mountains were created before rivers be-
“gan to flow ; that the waters of the Pa-
“ towmac and Shenandoah were dammed up
¢ for a time by the Blue Ridge, but continu-~
‘¢ ing torife, that they at length broke through
“¢ at this {pot, and tore the mountain afunder
“ from its fummit to its bafe.” Certain it is,
that if the Blue Ridge could be again made
entire, an immenfe body of water would be
formed on the weftern fide of it, by the
Shenandoah and Patowmac rivers, and this
body of water would be deepeft, and confe-
quently would a&t with more force in fap-
ping a paffage for itfelf through the mountain
at the identical {pot where the gap now is,
than at any other, for this is the loweft {pot in
a very extended tra&t of country. A glance
at the map will be fufficient to fatisfy any
perfon on this point; it will at once be feen,
that all the rivers of the adjacent country
bend” their courfes hitherwards. ~Whether
the ridge, however, was left originally entire,
or whether a break was left in it for the paf-
fage of the rivers, it is impoflile at this day
to afcertain; but it is very evident that the
fides of the gap have been reduced to their
prefent rugged ftate by fome great inunda-
tion. Indeed, fuppofing that the Patowmac
Vor. L R and
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and Shenandoah ever rofe during a flood, a
common circumftance in {pring and autumn,
only equally high with what James River did
in 1795, that is fifteen feet above their ufual
level, fuch a circumftance might have occa-
jjoned a very material alteration in the ap-
pearance of the gap.

The Blue Ridge, on each fide of the Pa-
towmac, is formied, from the foundation to the
fummit, of large rocks depofited in beds of
rich foft carth.  This earth 15 very readily
wathed awey, and in that cafe the rocks con-
{zquently become loofe ; indeed, they are fre-
quently loofened even by heavy fhowers of
rain. A proof of this came within my own
cbifervation, which I fhall never forget. It
had been raining excefiively hard the whole
morning of that day on which I arrived at
inis piuece; the evening however was very fine,
and being anxious to behold the fcene in every
point of view, I crofled the river, and afcend-
ed the rrountain at a fteep part on the oppo-
fite fide, where there was no path, and many
large projecting rocls. I had walked up
about fifty yards, when a large ftone that I
fet my foot uron, and which appeared to me
perfectly firm, all at once gave way ; it had
been loofened by the rain, and brought down
fuch a heap of others with it in its fall, with
{fuch a trcimendous noife at the fame time,

that
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that I thought the whole mountain was com-
ing upon me, and expected every moment to
be dathed to pieces. I {lid down about twenty
feet, and then luckily caught hold of the
branch of a tree, by which I clung ; but the
ftones ftill continued to roll down heap after
heap ; feveral times, likewife, after all had
been ftill for a minute or two, they again began
to fall with increafed violence. In this flate
of fufpenfe I was kept for a confiderable time,
not knowing but that fome ftone larger than
the reft might give way, and carry down
with it even the tree by which I held. Un-
acquainted alfo with the paths. of the moun-
tain, there feemed to me to be no other way
of getting down, excepting over the fallen
ftones, a way which I contemplated with
horror.  Night however was coming on very
faft; it was abfolutely neceflary to quit the fi-
tuation I was in, and fortunately I got to the
bottom without receiving any further injury
than two or three flight contufions on my hips
and elbows. 'The people congratulated me
when I came back on my efcape, and inform-
ed me, that the ftones™ very commonly gave
way in this manner after heavy falls of rain ;
but on the diffolution of a large body of fnow,
immenfe rocks, they faid, would fometimes
roll down with a crath that might be heard
for miles, 'The confequences then of a large

R rock
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rock towards the bottom of the mountain be-
ing undermined by a flood, and giving way,
may be very readily imagined : the rock above
it, robbed of its fupport, would alfo fall ; this
would bring down with it numbers of others
with which it was connected, and thus a dif-
ruption would be produced from the bafe to
the very fummit of the mountain.

The paflage of the rivers through the ridge
at this place is certainly a curious {cene, and
deferving of attention; but I am far from
thirkinz with Mr. Jefferfon, that it is ¢ one
« of the moft ftupendous {cenes in nature, and
« worth a voyage acrofs the Atlantic;” nor
has it been my lot to meet with any perfon
that had been a {pectator of the fcene, after
reading his defcription of it, but what alfo
differed with him very materially in opinion.
To find numberlefs {cenes more ftupendous,
it would be needlefs to go farther than Wales,
A river, it is true, is not to be met with in
that country, equal in fize to the Patowmac;
but many are to be {een there, ruthing over
their ftony beds with much more turbulence
and impetuofity than cither the Patowmac
‘or Shenandoah : the rocks, the precipices, and
the mountains of the Blue Ridge at this place
are diminutive and uninterefting alfo, com-
pared with thole which abound in that coun-
try. Indeed, from every part of Mr. Jeffer-

fon’s
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fon’s defcription, it appears as if he had be-
held the fcene, not in its prefent ftate, but at
the very moment when the difruption hap-
pened, and when every thing was in a ftate
of tumult and confufion.

After crofling the Patowmac, I paffed on
to Frederic in Maryland, which has already
been mentioned, and from thence to Baltimore.
The country between Frederic and Baltimore
is by no means fo rich as that weft of the
Blue Ridge, but it is tolerably well cultivated.
Iron and copper are found here in many
places. No works of any confequence have
as yet been eftablifhed for the manufacture of
copper, but there are feveral extenfive iron
works, The iron is of a remarkable tough
quality ; indeed, throughout the ftates of
Maryland, Virginia, and Pennfylvania, it is
generally {o; and the utenfils made of it, as
pots, kettles, &c. though caft much thinner
than ufual in England, will admit of being
pitched into the carts, and thrown about,
without any danger of being broken. The
forges and furnaces are all worked by negroes,
who feem to be particularly fuited to fuch an
occupation, not only on acceunt of their fable .
complexions, but becaufe they can fuftain a
much greater degree of heat than white per-
fons, without any inconvenience. In the hot-
teft days in fummer they are never without
fires 1a their huts.

R 3 The
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The farms and plantations in Maryland
confift, in general, of from one hundred to one
thoufand acres. In the upper parts of the
ftate, towards the mountains, the land is di-
vided into {mall portions. Grain is what is
principally cultivated, and there are few flaves.
In the lower parts of the ftate, and in this
part of the country between Frederic and
Baltimore, the plantations are extenfive ; large
qua ities of tobacco are raifed, and the labour
is performed almoft entirely by negroes. The
perions refiding upon thefe large plantations
live very fimilar to the planters in Virginia: -
all of them have their ftewards and overfeers,
and they give themifelves but little trouble
about the management of the lands. As in
Virginia, the clothing for the {laves, and moft
of the implements for hufbandry, are manu-
factured on each eftate. The quarters of the
flaves are fituated in the neizhbourhood of
the principal dwelling-houf=, which gives
the refidence of every planter the appearance
of a little village, juft the fame as in Virginia.
The houfes are for the moft part built of
wood, and painted with Spanith brown ; and
in front there is generally along porch, paint-
ed white,

From Baltimore I returned to Philadelphia,
where I arrived on the fourteenth day of June,
after hiving te:n abfent about three months.

.
Durm{_4
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/
During the whole of that period the weather
had been extremely variable, {carcely ever re-
maining alike four days together. As early
as the fourteenth of March, in Pennfylvania,
Fahrenheit’s thermometer ftood at 65° at noon
day, though not more than a week before, it
had been fo low as 14°. At the latter end
of the month, in Maryland, I fcarcely ever
obferved it higher than 50° at noon: the even-
ings were always cold, and the weather was
fqually and wet. In the northern neck of
Virginia, for two or three days together,daring
the fecond week in April, it rofe from 8o to
84°, in the middle of the day ; but on the wind
fuddenly fhifting, it fell again, and remained
below 7o for fome days. As I paffed along
through the lower parts of Virginia, I fre-
quently afterwards obferved it as high as 80°
during the month of Aprily buton no day in
the month of May, previous to the fourteenth,
did it again rife to the fame height; indeed,
fo far from it, many of the days were too cold
to be without fires ; and on the night of the
ninth inftant, when I was in the neighbour-
hood of the South-weft Mountains, fo tharp a
froft took place, that it deftroyed all the cher-
ries, and alfo moft of the early wheat, and of
the young fhoots of Indian corn; in fome
particular places, for miles together, the young
leaves of the foreft trecs even were all wither-

R 4 ed’
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ed, and the country had exaétly the appear-
ance of November. On the tenth inftant, the
day after the froft, the thermometer was as
low as 46° in the middle of the day ; yet four
days afterwards it ftood at 81°. During the
remainder of the month, and during June,
until I reached Philadelphia, it flu&uated be-
tween 60° and 80°; the weather was on the
whole fine, but frequently for a day or two
together the air felt extremely raw and dif-
agreeable. The changes in the ftate of the
atmofphere were alfo fometimes very {udden.
On the fixth day of June, when on my way
to Frederic Town, after pafling the Patowmac
River, the moft remarkable change of this
nature took place which I ever witnefled.
The morning had been oppreflively hot 5 the
thermometer at 8§1°, and the wind S. 5. W,
About one o’clock in the afternoon, a black
cloud appeared in the horizon, and a tremen-
dous guft came on, accompanied by thunder
and lightning ; feveral large trees were torn up
by the roots by the wind ; hail {tones, about
three times the fize of an ordinary pea, fell
for a few minutes, 2nd afterwards a torrent of
rain came pouring down, nearly asif a water-
{pout had broken over head.  Juft before the
g_,uﬁ carne o, I had fuipended my thermometer
from a window with a northern afpect, when
it ftood at 81°; but on lookiag at it at the

end
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end of twenty-three minutes, by which time
the guft was completely over, I found it down
to £9°, a change of 22°. A north-weft wind
now fet in, the evening was moft delightful,
and the thermometer again rofe to 65°% In
Pennfylvania the thermometer has been known
to vary fifty degrees in the fpace of twenty-
fix hours.

The climate of the middle and fouthern
ftates is extremely variable; the feafons of two
fucceeding years are feldom alike; and it
fcarcely ever happens that a month pafles
over without very great viciffitudes in the
weather taking place. Doéor Rittenhoufe
remarked, that whilft he refided in Pennfyl-
vania, he difcovered nightly frofts in every
month of the year excepting July,and even in
that month, during which the heat is always
greater than at any other time of the year, a
cold day or two fometimes intervene, when a
fire is found very agreeable.

The climate of the ftate of New York is
very {imilar to that of Pennfylvania, excepting
that in the northern parts of that ftate, border-
ing upon Canada, the winters are always fevere
andlong. The climate of New Jerfey, Dela-
ware, and the upper parts of Maryland, is alfo
much the fame with that of Pennfylvania ; in
the lower parts of Maryland the climate does
~ pot differ materially from that of Virginia to
the
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the eaftward of the Blue Ridge, where it very
rarely happens that the thermometer is as low
as 6° above cipher.

In Pennfylvania, the range of the mercury in
Fahrenheit’s thermometer has been obferved
to be from 24° below cipher to tog° above it;
but it is an unufyal occurrence for the mercury
to ftand at either of thefe extreme points; in
its approach towards them it commonly draws
much nearer to the extreme of heat than to
that of cold. During the winter of 1595, and
the three preceding years, it did not fink lower
than 10° above cipher; a fummer however
feldom paffes over that it does not rife to ¢6°.
It was mentioned as a fingular circumftance,.
that in 1789 the thermometer never rofe
higher than go’.

Of the oppreflion that is felt from the fum-
mer heats in America, no accurate idea can be
formed without knowing the exact flate of
the hygrometer as well as the height of the
thermometer. The moifture of the air varies
very much in different parts of the country;
it alfo varies in all parts with the winds; and
it 1s farprifing to find what a much greater
degree of heat can be borne without incon-
venience when the air is dry than when it is
moift. In New England, in a remarkable dry
air, the heat is not found more infupportable
when the thermometer flands at 100", than it

1~
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is in the lower parts of the fouthern ftates,
where the air is moift, when the thermometer
ftands perhaps at go°, that is, fuppofing the
wind to be in the fame quarter in both places.
In fpeaking of Virginia I have taken notice of
the great difference that is found between the
climate of the mountains and the climate of
the low country in that ftate. The cafe is the
fame in every other part of the country. From
the mountains in New England, along the
different ridges which run through New York,
New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Maryland, and the
fouthern ftates, even to the extremity of
Georgia, the heat is never found very oppref-
five ; whilft as far north as Pennfylvania and
New York, the heat in the low parts of the
country, between the mountains and the ocean,
is frequently intolerable.

In the courfe of the few days that I have
{pent in Philadelphia, during this month, the
thermometer has rifen repeatedly to 86°, and
for two or three days it ftood at 93°. During
thefe days no one ftirred out of doors that was
not compelled to do {o; thofe that could make
it convenient with their bufinefs always walk-
ed with umbrellas to fhade them from the
fun; light white hats were univerfally worn,
and the young men appeared drefled in cotton
or linen jackets and trowfers ; every gleam of

funthine feemed to be confidered as baneful
and
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and deftruive; the window thutters of each
houfe were clofed early in the morning, {o as
to admit no more light than what was abfo-
lutely neneflary for domeftic bufinefs; many
of the houfes, indeed, were kept fo dark, that
on going into them from the ftreet, it was im-
poflible at firft entrance to perceive who was
prefent. The beft houfes in the city are fur-
nithed with Venetian blinds, at the outfide, to
the windows and hall doors, which are made to
fold together like common window fhutters.
Where they had thefe, they conftantly kept
them clofed, and the windows and doers were
left open behind them to admit air. A very
different {cene was prefented in the city as
foon as the fun was fet ; every houfe was then
thrown open, and the inhabitants all crowded
mnto the ftreets, to take their evening walks,
and vifit their acquaintance. It appeared every
night as if fome grand fpe@acle was to be
exhibited, for not a ftreet or alley was there,
but what was in a ftate of commotion. This
varied {cene ufually lafted tillabout ten o’clock;
ateleven there is no city in the world, perhaps,
fo quiet all the year round; at that hour you
may walk over half the town without feeing
the face of a human being, except the watch-
men.  Very heavy dews fometimes fall after
thefe hot days, as foon as the fun is down, and
the nights are then found very cold ; at other
times
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times there are no dews, and the air remains
hot all the night through. For days together
in Philadelphia, the thermometer has been
obferved never to be lower than 8o° during
any part of the twenty-four hours.

[ obferve now that meat can never be
kept, but in an ice houfe or a remarkable
cold cellar, for one day, without being tainted.
Milk generally turns four in the courfe of one
or two hours after it comes from the cow.
Fifh is never brought to market without being
covered with lumps of ice, and notwith-
{tanding that care, it frequently happens that
it is not fit to be eat. Butter is brought to
market likewife in ice, which they generally
have in great plenty at every farm houfe;
indeed it is almoft confidered as a neceflary
of life, in thefe low parts of the country.
Poultry intended for dinner is never killed till
about four hours before the time it is wanted,
and then it is kept immerfed in water, without

. which \precaution it would be tainted. Not-
withftanding all this, I have been told, that
were [ to ftay in Philadelphia ull the latter
end of July or beginning of Auguft, I fhould
find the heat much more intolerable than it
has been hitherto. Moft of the other large
fea port towns, fouth of Philadelphia, are
equally hot and difagreeable in fummer; and

Biltimore,
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Baltimore, Norfolk, and fome others, even
more {0.

The winds in every part of the country
make a prodigious difference in the tempe-
rature of the air.  'When the north-weft wind
blows, the heat is always found more tolerable
than with any other, although the thermome-
ter {hould be at the fame height.  This wind
is uncommonly dry, and brings with it frefh
animation and vigour to every living thing.
Althourh this wind is fo very piercing in
wintar, yet I think the people never complain
fo much cf cold as when the north-eaft wind
blows ; for my own part I never found the air
fo agreeable, lot the feafon of the year be what
it would, as with the north-weft wind. The

north-zait wind is alfo cold, but it renders the

air row and damp.  That from the fouth-
catt is dasio but warm. Rain or fhow ufually
fails wien the wind comes from any point
towards the ealt.  The fouth-weit wind, like
the north-welt, s dry; but it is attended
generaily with warm weather. When ina
outherly point, gulls, as they are called, that
15, ttorns attended with thunder, lightning,
hail, and rain, are common.

It 1s a matter of no difficulty to account
for thele varions effe@s of the wind in Ame-
rica. The nerth-weft wind, from coming

6 over
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over fuch an immenfe tra& of land, muft ne-
ceffarily be dry; and coming from regions
eternally covered with mounds of fnow and
ice, it muft alfo be cold. The north-eaft
wind, from traverfing the frozen feas, muft be
cold likewife ; but from pafling over fuch a
large portion of the watry main afterwards, it
brings damps and moiftures with it. All thofe
from the eaft are damp, and loaded with va-
pours, from the fame caufe. Southerly winds,
from crofling the warm regions between the
tropics, are attended with heat; and the fouth-
weft wind, from pafling, like the north-weft,
over a great extent of land, is dry at the fame
time ; none however is {o dry as that from the
north-weft. It is faid, but with what truth I
cannot take upon me to fay, that weft of
the Alleghany and Appalachian mountains,
which are all in the fame range, the fouth-
welt winds are cold and attended with rain.
Thofe great extremes of heat and cold, ob-
{ervable on the eaftern fide of the mountains,
are unknown to the weftward of them.
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LETTER XIX.

Travelling in America without a Companion
not pleajant.—Meet two Englifb Gentlemen.
—Set out together for Canada—Defcription
of the Country between Philadelphia and New
York. — Briftol. — Trenton.— Princeton.—
College thore.—Some Account of it.— Brun/-
awick.— Pofaik Water-fall.—Copper Mine.—
Singular Difcovery thereof —New York.—
Defeription of the City—Character and Man-
ners of the Inbabitants.— Leave it abruptly
on Aecount of the Fevers.— Paffage up North
River from New York to Albany.—Great
Beauty of the North River—Weft Point.—
Highlands.—Gufis of Wind common in paffing
them.— Albany.— Defcription of the City and
Tnbabitan:s.—QCelebration of the 4th of July.
— Arsiverjary of American Independence.

MY DEAR SIR, Albany, July.
I Was on the point of leaving Philadelphia
for New York, intending from thence to
proceed to Canada, when chance brought me
into the company of two ycung gentlemen
from England, each of whom was feparately
preparing to fet off on a fimilar excurfion.
A rational and agreeable companion, to whom
you might communicate the refult of your
obfer-
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obfervations, and with whom you might in-
terchange fentiments on all occafions, could
not but be deemed a pleafing acquifition, I
fhould imagine, by a perfon on a journey
through a foreign land. Were any one to
be found, however, of a different opinion, I
fhould venture to affirm, that ere he travelled
far through the United States of America,
where there are f{o few inhabitants in pro-
portion to the extent of the country; where,
in going from one town to another, it is fre-
quently neceflary to pafs for many miles to~
gether through dreary woods ; and where,
even in the towns, a few of thofe fea-ports
indeed excepted which are open to the At~
lantic, there is fuch famenefs in the cuftoms,
manners, and converfation of the inhabitants,
and fo little amongft them that interefts either
the head or the heart; he would not only be
induced to think that a companion muft add
to the pleafure of a journey, but were abfo-
lutely neceflary to prevent its appearing infipid,
and at times highly irkfome to him.

For my own part, I had fully determined
inmy own mind, upon returning from my tour
beyond the Blue Mountains, never again to
fet out on a journey alone through any part of
America, if I could poffibly procure an agree=~
able companion. The gentlemen I met with
had, as well as myfelf, travelled widely through

Vor. I, S different
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dgifferent parts of the United States,and formed
nearly the famme refolution; we accordingly
agreed to go forward to Canada together, and
having eng>ed a carriage for ourfelves as far
as New York, we quitted the clofe and difa-
grecable city of Philadelphia on the twentieth
ot June.

The road, for the firlt twenty-five miles,
runs very near the River Delaware, which
appears to great advantage through openings
in the woods that are fcattered along its thores.
From the town of Driftol in particular,
which ftands on an elevated part of the banks,
twenty miles above Philadelphia, it is feen
in a moft pleafing point of vicw. The river,
here about one mile wide, winds majefti-
cally round the point whercon the town is
built, and for many miles, both upwards and
downwards, it may be traced through a rich
country, flowinz gently along: in general it
is covered with innumerable little floops and
fci:ooners.  Oppolfite to Briftol ftands the city
¢t Surlington, one of the largeft in New Jer-
fzy, built partly upon an iiiand and partly on
the main fhore. It makes a good appearance,
‘and adds confiderably to Lhe beauty of the
-profpe& from Briftol.

Ten miles farther on, oppofite to Trenton,

nich ftands at thc head of the floop navi-

"&tlon, yeu crohs the river,  The falls or ra-

9 pids,
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pids, that prevent boats from afcending any
higher, appear in full view as you pafs, but -
their profpect is in no way pleafing ; beyond
them, the navigation may be purfued for
upwards of one hundred miles in f{mall boats.
Trenton is the capital of -New Jerfey, and
contains about two hundred houfes, together
with four churches., The flreets are com-
modious, and the houfes neatly built. The
ftate-houfe, in which congrefs met for fome
time during the war, is a heavy clumfy edifice.

Twelve miles from Trenton, {tands Prince~
ton, a neat town, containing about eightydwel-
lings in one long ftreet. Here is a large col-
lege, held in much repute by the neighbouring
ftates. ./The number of ftudents amounts to
upwards of feventy ; from their appearance,
however, and the courfe of f{tudies they {cem
to be engaged in, like all the other American
colleges I ever faw, it better deferves the title
of a grammar fchool than a college. The
library,which we were thewn, is moft wretched,
confifting, for the moft part, of old theolo-
gical books, not even arranged with any regu-
larity. An orrery, contrived by Mr. Rit-
tenhoufe, whofe talents are fo much bvcaﬁﬁd
of by his countrymen, ftands at one end of
the apartment, but it is quite out of repair, as
well as a few detached parts of a philofophical

S 2 apparatus,
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apparatus, enclofed in the fame glafs cafe. At
the oppofite end of the room, are two fmall
cupboards, which are thewn as the mufeum.
Thefe contain a couple of fmall ftuffed alli-
gators, and a few fingular fifhes, in a miferable
ftate of prefervation, the fkins of them being
tattered in innumerable places, from their
being repeatedly tofled about. 'The building
is very plain, and of ftone; it is one hundred
and eighty feet in front, and four ftories high.
The next ftage from Princeton is Brunf-
wick, containing about two hundred houfes
there is nothing very deferving of attention
in it, excepting it be the very neat and com-
modious wooden bridge that has been thrown
acrofs the Raritan River, which is about two
hundred paces over. The part over the chan-
nel is contrived to draw up, and on each fide
is a footway guarded by rails, and ornamented
with lamps. Elizabeth Town and Newark,
which you afterwards pafs through in fuccef-
fion, are both of them cheerful lively looking
places : neither of them is paved. Newark is
built in a ftraggling manner, and has very
much the appearance of a large Englith vil-
lage : there is agreeable fociety in this town.
Thefe two towns are only eight miles apart,
and each of them has one or two excellent
churches, whofe tall {pires appear very beau-

tiful
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tiful as you approach at a diftance, peeping
up above the woods by which they are en-
circled. |

The ftate of New Jerfey, meafured from
north to fouth, is about one hundred and fixty
miles in length ; it varies in breadth from forty
to eighty miles. The northern part of it is
crofled by the blue ridge of mountains, running
through Pennfylvania; and fhooting off in
different direCtions from this ridge, there are
feveral other fmall mountains in the neigh-
bourhood. The fouthern part of the ftate, on
the contrary, which lies towards the fea, is
extremely flat and fandy; it is covered for
miles together with pine trees alone, ufually
called pine barrens, and is very little cultivated.
The middle part, which is croffed in going
from Philadelphia to New Yorik, abounds
with extenfive tra&ts of good land; the foil
varies, however, confiderably, in fome places
being fandy, in others ftoney, and in others
confitting of a rich brown mould. This part
of the ftate, as far as Newark, is on the whole
well cultivated, and fcattered about in different
places are fome excellent farm houfes; 2 good
deal of uncleared land, however, flill remains.
Beyond Newark the country is extremely flat
and marthy. Between the town and the Po-
faick River there is one marth, which alone

extends upwards of twenty miles, and 1s about
S 9 twao

£
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two miles wide where you pafs over it. The
road is here formed with large logs of woodlaid
clofe together, and on each fide are ditches ta
keep it dry. This was the firft place where
we et with mufquitoes, and they annoyed us
not a little in pafling. Towards the latter
end of the fummer, Philadelphia is much in-
fefted with them ; but they had not made
their appearance when we left that city. The
Pofaick River runs clofe upon the borders of
this marth, and there is an excellent wooden
bridge acrofs it, fomewhat fimilar to that at
New Brunfwick over the Raritan River.
About fifteen miles above it there is a very re-
markable fall in' the river. The river, at the
fall, is about forty yards wide, and flows with
a gentle curresst till it comes within a few per-
ches of the edge of the fall, when it fuddenly
rrecipitates itfelf, in one entire fheet, over a
}fzdge of rocks ! nearly eighty feet in perpen-
dicular height; below, it runs on through a
<hafm, formed of immenfe rocks on each fide;

they are higher than the fall, and feem to have
bien ence united together.

T e e 1y . .

In thls.nexghbourhood there is 2 very rich
copper mine : repeated attempts have been
]m:.de to work it; but whether the price of
abeur be too great for fuch an undertaking,
i)llt;,ae Froprictors have not proceeded with
ATV S pote

SHegent, coriain at s, that tucy have always
mifcarried,
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mifcarried, and fuftained very confiderable
loffes thereby. This mine was firft difcovered
in 1751, by a perfon who, pafiing along-about
three o’clock in the morning, obferved a blue
flame, about the fize of a man, ifluing from
the earth, which afterwards foon died away:
he marked the place with a ftake; and when
the hill was opened, feveral large lumps of vir-
gin copper were found. The vein of copper
in the mine is faid to be much richer now than
when firft apened.

- ‘From the Pofaick to the North River the
country is hilly, barren, and uaintereiting, till
you come very near the latter, when a noble
view opens all at once of the city of New York
on the oppefite thore, of the harbour, and
thipping. The river, which is very grand,
can be traced for feveral miles above the city ;
the banks are very fteep on the Jerfey fide,
and beautifully wooded, the trees almoft dip~
ping into the water : numbers of veflels plying
about in every part, render the fcene extremely
{prightly and interefting.

New York is built on an ifland of its own
name, formed by the North and the Eaft
‘Rivers, and a creek or inlet connecting both of
thefe together. The ifland is fourteen miles
Jong, and, on an average, about one mile in
breadth; at its fouthern extremity ftands the
city, which extends from one river tothcother.
L S 4 Thc
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The North, or Hudfon River, is nearly two
miles wide ; the Eaft, or the North-eaft one,
as it fhould rather be called, is not quite fo
broad. The depth of water in each, clofe to
the city, is fufficient for the largeft merchant
veflels. The principal feat of trade, however,
1s on the Eaft River, and moft of the veflels
lie there, as during winter the navigation of
that river is not fo foon impeded by the ice.
At this fide of the town the houfes and ftores
are built as clofely as pofiible. The ftreetsare
narrow and inconvenient, and, as but too com-
monly is the cafe in feaport towns, very dirty,
and, confequently, during the fummer feafon,
dreadfully unhealthy. It was in this part of
the town that the yellow fever raged with fuch
violence in 17955 and during 1796, many per-
fons that remained very conftantly there, alfo
fell vitims to a fever, which, if not the yellow
fever, was very like it. The ftreets near the
North River are much more airy; but the
moft agreeable partof the town is in the neigh-
bourhood of the battery, on the fouthern point
of the ifland, at the confluence of the two
rivers,  When New York was in poffeffion of
the Englith, this battery confifted of two or
more tiers of guns, one above the other ; but
1t is now cut down, and affords a moft charm-
ing walk, and, on a fummer’s evening, is
crowded with people, as it is open to the

breezes
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breezes from the fea, which render it partica-
larly agreeable at that feafon. There is a fine
view from it of the roads, Long and Staten
Iflands, and Jerfey fhore. At the time of high
water, the {cene is always interefting onaccount
of the number of veflels failing in and out of
port ; fuch as go into the Eaft River pafs within
a few yards of the walls of the battery.

From the battery a handfome ftreet, about
feventy feet wide, called Broadway, runs due
north through the town ; between it and the
North River run feveral ftreets at right angles,
as you pafs which you catch a view of the wa-
ter, and boats plying up and down; the diftant
thore of the river alfo is {feen to great advan-
tage. Had the ftreets on the oppofite fide of
Broadway been alfo carried down to the Eaft
River, the effe@ would have been beautiful, for
Broadway runs along a ridge of high ground
between the two rivers; it would have con-
tributed alfo very much to the health of the
place ; if, added to this, a {pacious quay had
been formed the entire length of the city, on
either fide, inftead of having the borders of the
rivers crowded with confufed heaps of wooden
ftore houfes, built upon wharfs projeting one
beyond another in every direction, New York
would have been one of the moft beautiful fea-
ports in the world. All thefea-ports in America

appear to great difadvantage from the water,
when
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when you approach near to them, from the
thores being crowded in this manner with ir-
regular mafles of wooden houfes, ftanding as it
were in the water. The federal city, where
they have alrcady begun to erect the fame kind
of wooden wharfs and {tore-houfes without
any regularity, will be juft the fame. Itis
aftonithing, that in laying out that city, a grand
quay was not thought of in the plan ; it would
certainly have afforded equal, if not greater
accommodation for the thipping, and it would
have added wonderfully to the embellithment
of the city.

Many of the private houfes in New York
are very good, particularly thofe in Broadway.
Of the public buildings, there are none which
are very ftriking. The churches and houfes
for public worthip, amount to no lefs thun
twenty-two ; four of them are for Prefbyte-
rians, three for Epifcopalians of the church of
England, three for Dutch R -formifts, two for
German Lutherans and Calvinifts, two for
Quakers, two for Baptifts, two for Mcthodiits,
cne for French Proteftants, one for Moravi-
ans, one for Roman Cathoiics, and one {ur
Jews.

Accerding to the cenfus in 1790, the numn-
berorinhalitants in New York was found to
be thirty thoufand one handred and forty-
eizat fiee perfons, and two thonf-nd one hu;1—

dred
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dred and cighty flaves; but at prefent the
number is fuppofed to amount at leaft to forty
thoufand. The inhabitants have long been
diftinguithed above thofeof all the other towns
in the United States, except it be the people
of Charlefton, for their politenefs, gaiety, and
bofpitality ; and, indeed, in thefe points they
are more firikingly fuperior to the inhabitants
of the other large towns. Their public
amufements confift in dancing and card afflem-
blies, and theatrical exhibitions; for the for-
mer, a {pacious {uite of rooms has lately been
ereCted. The theatre is of wood, and a moft
miferable edifice it 1s ; but a new one is now
building on a grand fcale, which, it is theught,
will be as much too large for the town as the
other is too fmall. ~
* Being anxious to proceed on our journey
before the feafon was too far advanced, and
alfo particularly defirous of quitting New
York on account of the fevers, which, it was
rumoured, were increafing very faft, we took
our paflage for Albany, in one of the floops
trading conftantly on the North River, be-
tween New York and that place, and em-
barked on the fecond day of July, about two
o’clock.in the afterncon. Scarcely a breath
of air was ftirring at the time; but the tide
carried us up at the rate of about two miles
anda half an hour. The .y remained all day
as
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as ferene as pofiible, and as the water was
perfectly finooth, it refle¢ted in a n’.lOﬁ bea.un-
ful manner the images of the various obje(ts
on the fhore, and of the numerous veﬁ'f:ls
difperfed alongthe river at different dif-
tances, and which feemed to glide along, as
it were, by the power of magic, for the fails
all hung down loofe and motionlefs. The
fun, fetting in all his glory, added frefh beau~
ties to this calm and peaceable {cene, and per-:
mitted us for the laft time to behold the
diftant {pires of New York, illumined by his
parting rays. ‘To defcribe all the grand and
beautiful profpects prefented to the view on
pafling along this noble river, would be an
endlefs tatk ; all the various effe@s that can be
fuppofed to arife from a happy combination of
wood and water, of hill and dale, are here feen
in the greateft perfetion. In fome places the
river expands to the breadth of five or fix
miles, in others it narrows to that of a few
hundred yards, and in various parts it is inters
{perfed with iflands 5 in fome places again its
courfe can be traced as far as the eye can
reach, whilft in others it is {uddenly loft to the
view, as it winds between its lofty banks ;
here mountains covered with rocks and trees
tife almoft perpendicularly out of the water ;
there a fine champaign country prefents itfelf,
cultivated to the vary margin of the river,

whilit
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and liberty as thofe of the neighbouring coun-
try; and that whatever fthe might lofe by
expofing herfelf to the horrors of a fanguinary
war, fhe could gain no eflential or immediate
advantages whatfoever, by afferting her own
independence.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.

Luke Hanfard, Printer, o
@eat Turnfile, Lincoln’s-Inn Fields
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whilft. neat farm houfes and diftant towns
embellith the charming landfcapes.

After funfet, a brifk wind {prang up, which
carried us on at the rate of fix or feven miles
an hour for a confiderable part of the night ;
but for {ome hours we had to lie at anchor at
a place where the navigation of the river was
too difficult to proceed in the dark. Our floop
was no more than feventy tons burthen by
regifter ; but the accommodations fhe afforded
were moft excellent, and far fuperior to what
might be expected on board fo fmall a veffel ;
the cabin was equally large with that ina com-
mon merchant veflel of three hundred tons,
built for crofling the ocean. This was owing
to the great breadth of her beam, which was
no lefs than twenty-two feet and a half, al-
though her length was only fifty-five feet. All
the floops engaged in this trade are built nearly
on the fame conftru&ion; fthort, broad, and
very thallow, few of them draw more than
five or fix feet water, {fo that they are only
calculated for failing upon {mooth water.

Early the next morning we found ourfelves
oppofite to Weft Point, a place rendered re-
markable in hiftory by the defertion of Gene-
ral Arnold, during the American war, and the
confequent death of the unfortunate Major
André. The fort ftands about one hundred

and fifty feet above the level of the water, on
the
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the fide of a barren hill ; no human creature
appearing in it except the folitary centinel,
who marched backwards and forwards on the
raniparts overgrown with long crafs, it hada
moft melancholy afpe&, that perhaps was
heightened by the gloominefs of the morn-
ing, and the recollection of all the circum-
flances attending the unhappy fate of poor
André.

Near Weft Point there is alfo another poft,
called Fort Putnam, which, fince the peace,
has been fuffered to get very much out of
repair; however, fteps are now taking to have
it put in good order. Suppofing that a rup-
ture thould ever unfortunately again take place
between Great Britain and the United States
of America, thefe pofts would be of the
greateft confequence, as they form a link in
that chain of pofts which extend the whole
way along the navigable waters that conne&
the Britith fettlements with New York.

In this neighbourhood the highlands, as
they are called, commence, and extend along
the river on each fide for feveral miles. The
breadth of the river is here confiderably con-
tracted, and fuch fudden gufts of wind, com-
in7 from between the mountains, fometimes
blow through the narrow paffes, that veffels
frequently have their topmafts carried away.
The captiin of the {i.op we were in, fud,

thd
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that his mainfail was once blown into tatters
in an inftaint, and a part of it carried on fhore.
When the fky is lowering, they ufually take
in fail going along this part of the river.

About four o’clock in the morning of the
fourth of July we reached Albany, the place
of our deftination, one hundred and fixty
‘miles diftant from New York.

Albany is a city, and contains about eleven
hundred houfes ; the number however is in-
creafing faft, particularly fince the removal of
the ftate government from New York. In
the old part of the town the ftreets are yery
narrow, and the houfes are frightful ; they are
all built in the old Dutch tafte, with the gable
-end towards the ftreet, and ornamented on
the top with large iron weather cocks; but in
that part which has been lately erected, the
ftreets are commodious, and ’many of the
houfes are hand{fome. Great pains have been
taken to have the ftreets well paved and
lighted. Here. are four places for public
worfhip, and an hofpital. ~ Albany is in {um-
mer time a very difagreeable place; 1t ftands
in 2 low fituation, juft on the margin of the
river, which runs very flowly here, and to-
wards the evening often exhales clouds of va-
pours; xmmedlately behind the town, likewife,
is a large fand bank, that prevents a free cir-
culation of air, while at the fame time it

powerfully
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powerfully reflects the rays of the fun, which
(hines in full force upon it the whole day.
Notwithftanding all this, however, the cli-
mate is deemed very falubrious.

The inhabitants of this place, a few years
ago, were almoft entirely of Dutch extraction;
but now ftrangers are flocking to it from all
quarters, as there are few places in America
more advantageoufly fituated for commerce.
The flourithing ftate of its trade has already
b=en mentioncd ; it bids fair to rival that of
New York in procefs of time.

The fourth of July, the day of our arrival
at Albany, was the anniverfary of the declara-
tion of American independance, and on our
arrival we were told that great preparations
were making for its celebration *. A drum
and trumpet, towards the middle of the day,
gave notice of the commencement of the re-
joicings, and on walking to a hill about a

quarter

* Our landlord, as foon as he found out who we were, im-

mediately came to us, to requeft that we would excufe the con-
fuled ftate in which his houfe was, as this was the anniverfary
day of ¢ American Independence,” or, as fome, indeed, more
properly called it, of ¢ American Repentance.”” We were all
of us not a litdle furprifed at this addrefs, and from fuch a
perfon ; inftances, however, are not wanting of people openly
declaring, that they have never enjoyed fo much quiet and
happinefs in their own homes fince the revolution, as they did
when the ftates were the colonies of Great Britain, Amongft

the planters in Virginia, I heard language of this fort more
than once,
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quarter of a mile from the town, we faw
fixty men drawn up, partly militia, partly vo-
lunteers, partly infantry, partly cavalry; the
latter were clothed in fcarlet, and mounted on
horfes of various defcriptions.  About three
hundred fpectators attended. A few rounds
were fired from a three-pounder, and fome
volleys of fmall arms. 'The firing was finifhed
before one hour was expired, and then the
troops returned to town, a party of militia
officers in uniform marching in the rear, under
the fhade of umbrellas, as the day was ex-
ceflively hot. Having reached town, the
whole body immediately difperfed. The vo-
lunteers and militia officers afterwards dined
together; and fo ended the rejoicings of the
day ; no puablic ball, no general entertainment
was there of any defcription. A day ftill freth
in the memory of every American, and which
appears fo glorious in the annals of their
country, would, it might be expected, have
called forth more brilliant and more general
rejoicings ; but the downright phlegmatic
_people in this neighbourhood, intent upon
making money, and enjoying the folid ad-
vaptages of the revolution, are but little dif-
pofed to wafte their time in what they con-
fider idle demonftrations of joy.

Vor. L. T
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LETTER XX,

Departure from Albany.—Difficulty of biring
o Carriage.—Arrivalat Coboz.— Defeription
of the curious Fall there of the Mobawk
River —Still-water. — Saratoga.— Few of
the Works remaining there.—Singular Mine-
ral Springs near Saratoga.—Fort Edward.
—Mifs M<Crea cruelly murdered there by
Indians.— Fort Ann, wretched Road thither.
—Some Obfervations on the American Woods.
—Horfes jaded—Difficulty of getting Jor-
ward.— Arrive at Sfeenejborozzg/.:.——Drmd—
Sfully infefted by Mufquitoes.— Particular De-
Jfeription of that Infelt.— Great Danger

enfies fouctimes from their Bite. — B¢/
Remedy.

MY DEAR SIR, Skenefborough, July.

W’E remained in Albany for a few days,

and then fet off for Skenefborough,
upon Lake Champlain, in a carriage hired
for the purpofe. The hiring of this vehicle
was a matter attended with fome trouble, and
detained us longer in the town than we withed
to ftay. There were only two carriages to be
had in the whole place, and the owners having
an underftanding with each other, and think-

mng
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and liberty as thofe of the neighbouring coun-
try; and that whatever fthe might lofe by
expofing herfelf to the horrors of a fanguinary
war, fhe could gain no eflential or immediate
advantages whatfoever, by afferting her own
independence.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.

Luke Hanfard, Printer, o
@eat Turnfile, Lincoln’s-Inn Fields
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ing that we fhoald be forced to give whatever
price they afked, pofitively refufed to let us
have either of them for lefs than feventy dol-
lars, equal to fifteen guineas, We on our part
as pofitively refufed to comply with a demand
which we knew to be exorbitant, and refolved
to wait patiently in Albany for fome other
conveyance, rather than fubmit to fuch an
impofition. The fellows held out for two
days, but at the end of that time, one of them
came to tell us we might have his carriage for

half the price, and accordingly we took it.
Early the next morning we fet off, and in
about two hours arrived at the fmall village of
Cohoz, clofe to which is the remarkable Fall
in the Mohawk River. This river takes its
rife to the north-eaft of Lake Oneida, and
“after a courfe of one hundred and forty miles,
fl-“tlifembogues into the Hudfon or North River,
‘about ten miles above Albany. The Cohoz
Fallisabout three miles diftant from its mouth.
The breadth of the river is three hundred
yards ; a ledge of rocks extends quite acrofs,
and from the top of them the water falls about
fifty feet perpendicular; the line of the Tall
from one fide of the river to the other is
nearly ftraight. The appearance of this Fall
varies very much, according to the quantity of
water; when the river is full, the water de~
{fcends in an unbroken fheet from one bank
T2 to
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to the other, whilft at other times the greater
part of the rocks are left uncovered. The
rocks are of a remarkable dark colour, and fo
alfo is the earth in the banks, which rife to a
great height on either fide.  There is a very
pleafing view of this cataract as you pafs over
the bridge acrofs the river,about three quarters
of a mile lower down.

From hence we proceeded along the banks
of the Hudfon River, through the town of
Stillwater, which receives its name from the
uncommon ftillnefs of the river oppofite to it,
and late in the evening reached Saratoga,
thirty-five miles from Albany. This place
contajns about forty houfes, and a2 Dutch re-
formed church, but they are fo fcattered about
that it has not the fmalleft appearance of 2
town,

In this neighbourhood, upon the borders of-
a marfh, are feveral very remarkable mineral
fprings; one of them, in the crater of a rock,’
of a pyramidical form, about five feet in height,
is particularly curious. This rock feems to
have been formed by the petrifaction of the
water: all the other fprings are likewife fur-
rounded with petrifaGtions of the fame kind.
The water in the principal {pring, except at
the beginning of the fummer, when it regu-
larly overflows, remains about eight inches
below the rim of the crater, and bubbles up

as
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as if boiling. The crater is nine inches in
diameter. The various properties of the water
have not been yet afcertained with any great
accuracy ; but it is faid to be impregnated
with a foffile acid and fome faline fubftance ;
there is alfo a great portion of fixed air in it.
An opportunity is here afforded for making
fome curious experiments.

If animals be put down into the crater,
they will be immediately fuffocated; butif
not kept there too long, they recover again
upon being brought into the open air.

If a lighted candle be put down, the flame
will be extinguifhed in an inftant, and not
even the fmalleft fpark left in the wick.

If the water immediately taken from the
fpring be put into a bottle, clofely corked, and
then thaken, either the cork will be forced
out with an explofion, or the bottle will be
broken; but if left in an open veflel, it becomes
. vapid in lefs than half an hour. The water
15 very pungent to the tafte, and acts as a
cathartic on fome people, as an emetic on
others.

Of the works thrown up at Saratoga by
the Britith and American armies during the
war, there are now fcarcely any remains. The
country round about is well cultivated, and the
trenches have been moftly levelled by the
plough, We here crofled the Hudfon River,

T 3 and
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and proceeded along its eaftern fhore as far as
Fort Edward, where it is loft to the view, for
the road ftill runs on towards the north, whilft
the river takes a fudden bend to the weft.
Fort Edward was difmantled prior to the
Iate Amecrican war; but the oppofite armies,
during that unhappy conteft, were both in
the neighbourhood. Many of the people,
whom we found living here, had ferved as
foldiers in the army, and told us a number of
interefting particulars relative to feveral events
which happened in this quarter. The landlord
of the tavern where we ftopped, for one, re-
lated all the circumftances attending Mifs
M¢Crea’s death, and pointed out on a hill, not
far from the houfe, the very fpot where the
was murdered by the Indians, and the place
of her interment. This beautiful young lady
had been engaged to an officer in General
Burgoyne’s army, who, anxious for her fafety,
as there were feveral marauding parties going
about in the neighbourhood where the lived,
fent a party of trufty Indians to efcort her to
the camp. Thefe Indians had partly executed
their commiffion, and were approaching with
their charge in fight of the Britifh camp,
when they were met by another fet of Indians
belonging to a different tribe, that was alfo
attending the Britith army at this time. In
a few minutes it became 2 matter of difpute

between
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between them, which thould have the honour
of conduéting her to the camp; from words
they came to ‘blows, and blood was on the
~ point of being drawn, when one of their chiefs,
to fettle the matter without farther mifchief,
went up to Mifs M<‘Crea, and killed her on
the {pot with a blow of his tomahawk. The
object of contention being thus removed, the
Indians returned quietly to the camp. The
enormity of the crime, however, was too great
not to attract public notice, and it turned the
minds of every perfon againft the Indians,
who had not before witnefled their ferocity on
eccafions equally fhocking to humanity. The
impolicy -of employing fuch barbarians was
now ftrongly reprobated, and in a thort time
afterwards moft of them were difmiffed from
our army.

Fort Edward ftands near the river. The
town of the fame name, is at the diftance of
ene or two hundred yards from it, and con-
tains about twenty houfes. Thus far we had
got on tolerably well; but from hence to
Fort Anne, which was alfo difmantled prior
to the late war, the road is moft wretched,
particularly over a long caufeway between the
two forts, formed originally for the tran{port-
ing of cannon, the foil here being extremely-
moift and heavy. The caufeway confifts of
large trees laid fide by fide tranfverfely, fome

T 4 of
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of which having decayed, great intervals are
left, wherein the wheels of the carriage were
fometimes locked fo faft that the horfes alone
could not poflibly extricate them. To have
remained in the carriage over this part of the
road would really have been a fevere punifh-
ment ; for although boafted of as being the
very beft in Albany, it had no fort of {prings,
and was in faé little better than a common
waggon; we therefore alighted, took our guns,
and amufed ourfelves with thooting as we
walked along through the woods, The woods
here had a much more majeftic appearance
than any .at we had before met with on our
way from Philadelphia; this, however, was
owing more to the great height than to the
thicknefs of the trees, for I could not fee one
that appeared more than thirty inches in dia-
‘meter ; indecd, in general, the girt of the trees
in the woods of America is but very fiall in
proportion to their height, and trifling in com-
parifon of that of the foreft trees in Great
Britain. The thickeft tree I ever faw in the
country was a fycamore, which grew upon the
banks of the Shenandoah River, juft at its
Junétion with the Patowmac, in a bed of rich
earth, clofe to the water ; yet this tree was no
more than about four feet four inches in dia-
meter. On the low grounds in Kentucky,
and on fome of the bottoms in the weftern

territory,
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tetritory, it is faid that trees are commonly to
be met with feven and eight feet in diameter.
Where this is the cafe, the trees muft certainly
grow much farther apart than they do in the
woods in the middle ftates, towards the At~
lantic, for there they fpring up fo very clofe
to each other, that it is abfolutely impoffible
for them to attain to a great diameter.

The woods here were compofed chiefly of
eaks *, hiccory, hemlock, and beech trees,
intermixed with which appeared great num-
bers of the fmooth bark or Weymouth pines,
as they are called, that feem almoft peculiar
to this part of the country. A profufion of
wild rafpberries were growing in the woods
here, really of a very good flavour: they are
commonly found in the woods te the north-
ward of this; in Canada they abound every
where.

Beyond Fort Anne, which is fituated at the
diftance of eight miles from Fort Edward,
the roads being better, we once more mounted
into our vehicle; but the miferable horfes,
quite jaded, now made a dead ftop; in vain
the driver bawled, and ftamped, and {wore;
his whip had been previoufly worn out fome
hours, owing to the frequent ufe he had

made of it, and the animals no longer fecling
its

* There are upwards of twenty different kinds of oaks in
America,
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its heavy lafh, feemed as determined as the
mules of the abbefs of Andouillets to go no
farther. In this fituation we could not help
bantering the fellow upon the excellence of
his cattle, which he had boafted fo much of at
fetting out, and he was ready to cry with vexa-
tion at what we faid ; but having accidentally
mentioned the fum we had paid for the car-
riage, his paflion could no longer be reftrained,
and it broke forth in all its fury. It ap-
peared that he was the owner of two of the
1 orfes, and for the ufe of them, and for driv-~
ing the carriage, was to have had one half of
the hire ; but the man whom he had agreed
with, and paid at Albany, had given him only
ten dollars as his moiety, affuring him, at the
fame time, that it was exaltly the half of
what we had given, although in reality it fell
thort of the fum by feven dollars and a halfs
Thus cheated by his companion, and left in
the lurch by his horfes, he vowed vengeance
againft him on his retura ; but as proteftations
of this nature would not bring us any fooner
to our journey’s end, and as it was neceffary
that fomething thould be immediately done, if
we did not wifh to remain all night in the
\yoods, we fuggefted the idea, in the mean
time, of his conduting the foremoft horfes as
pof’cillion, whilft one of our fervants fhould
drive the pair next to the wheel. This plan

was
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was not ftarted with any degree of feriou(-
nefs, for we could not have fuppofed that a
tall meagre fellow, upwards of fix feet high,
and clad in a pair of thin nankeen breeches,
would very readily beftride the raw boned
back of a horfe, covered with the profufe ex-
udations which the intenfe heat of the wea-
ther, and the labour of the animal had gone
through, neceffarily excited, As much tired,
however, of our pleafantries as we were of
his vehicle, and thinking of nothing, I believe,
but how he could beit get rid of us, he ecagerly
embraced the propofal, and accordingly, hav-
ing furnithed himfelf with a f{witch from the
adjoining thicket, he mounted his harneffed
Rofinante. In this ftyle we proceeded ; but
more than once did our gigantic poftillion turn
round to bemoan the forry choice he had
made ; 2s often did we urge the neceflity of
getting out of the woods ; he could make no
anfwer ; {o jogging flowly along, we at laft
reached the little town of Skenefborough,
much to the amufement of every one who
beheld our equipage, and much to our own
fatisfaGtion ; for, owing to the various acci-
dents we had met with, fuch as traces break-
ing, bridles flipping off the heads of the
horfes, and the noble horfes themfelves fome-
times flipping down, &c. &c. we had been

no
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no lefs than five hours in travelling the laft
twelve miles.

Skenefborough ftands juft above the junc-
tiori of Wood Creek with South River, as it
is called in the beft maps, but which, by the

eople in the neighbourhood, is confidered as
a part of Lake Champlain. At prefent there
are only about twelve houfes in the place;
but if the navigation of Wood Creek is ever
opened, fo as to conne&t Lake Champlain
\';ith the North River, a {cheme which has
already been ferioufly thought of, it will,
doubtlefs, focn become a trading town of con-
fiderable importance, as all the various pro-
ductions of the thores of the lake will then
be colleéed there for the New York and Al-
bany markets. Notwith{tanding all the dif-
advantages of a land carriage of forty miles
to the North River, a {mall portion of flour
and pot-afh, the ftaple commodities of the
ftate of New York, is already fent to Skenef=
borough from different parts of the lake, to
be forwarded to Albany. A confiderable trade
alfo is carried on through this place, and over
Lake Champlain, between New York and Cz-
nady. Furs and horfes principally are fent
from Canada, and in return they get Eaft In-
dian goods and various manufactures. Lake
Champlain opens a very ready communica-
I tion
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tion between New York and the country bor.
dering on the St. L.awrence ; it is emphatically
called by the Indians, Caniad—Eri Guarunte,

the mouth or door of the country.
Skenefborough is moft dreadfully infefted
with mufquitoes ; fo many of them attacked
us the firft night of our fleeping there, that
when we arofe in the morning our faces and
hands were covered all over with large puf~
tules, precifely like thofe of a perfon in the
fmall pex. This happened too, notwithftand-
ing that the people of the houfe, before we
went to bed, had taken all the pains poffible to
clear the room of them, by fumigating it with
the {moke of green wood, and afterwards fe-
curing the windows with gauze blinds; and
even on the fecond night, although we de-
firoyed many dozens of them on the walls,
after 2 fimilar fumigation had been made, yet
we fuffered nearly as much. Thefe infects
were of a much larger fize than any I ever
faw elfewhere, and their bite was uncommonly
VENnomous. \ General Wathington told me,
that he never was fo much annoyed by muf-
quitees in any part of America as in Skenefbo-
rough, for that they ufed to bite through the
thicket boot. The fituation of the place is
indeed peculiarly favourable for them, being
juft on the margin of a piece of water, al-
moft ftagnant, and thaded with thick woois.
The
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The mufquito is of the fame {pecies with the
common gnat in England, and refembles it
very clofely both in fize and fhape. Like
the gnat, it lays its eggs on the furface of
the watcer, where they are hatched in the
courfe of a few days, unlefs the water is
agitated, in which laft cafe they are all de-
ftroyed.  From the egg is produced a grub,
which changes to a chryfalis, and afterwards
to a mufquito; this laft change takes place on
the furface of the water, and if at the mo-
ment that the infeét firft {preads its wings the
water is not perfectly ftill and the air calm,
it will be inevitably deftroyed ; at thofe parts
of the lake, therefore, which are moft ex-
pofed, and where the water is often agitated,
no fuch thing as a mufquito is ever feen;
neither are they ever found along a large and
rapid river, where the fhores are lofty and
dry; but in the neighbourhood of marfhes,
low grounds, and ftagnant waters, they always
abound. Mufquitoes appear to be particularly
fond of the freth blood of Europeans, who al-
ways f{uffer much more the firft year of their
arrival in America than they do afterwards.
‘The people of the country feem quite to dif-
regard their attacks. Wherever they fix their
fting, a little tumor or puitule ufually arifes,
fuppofed to be occafioned by the fermentation,
when mixed with the blood, of a {mall quan-

tity
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tity of liquor which the infet always in-
je&s into the wound it makes with its {pi-
cula, as may be feen through a microfcope,
and which it probably does to render the
blood more fluid. The difagreeable itching
this excites, is moft effetually allayed by the
application of volatile alkali; or if the part
newly ftung be {cratched and imwmediately
bathed in cold water, that alfo affords confider-
able relief; -but after the venom has been
lodged for any time, {cratching only increafes
the itching, and it may be attended with great
danger. Repeated inftances have occurred of
people having been laid up for months, and
narrowly efcaping the lofs of a limb, from
imprudently rubbing a part which had been
bitten for a long time., Great eafe is alfo de-
rived from opening the puftuies on the fecond
day with a lancet, and letting out the blood
and watery matter.
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LETTER XXI

Embark on Lake Champlain.—Dificulty of
procuring Provifions at Farms bordering upon
it.— Ticonderoga.— Crown Point.— Great
Beauty of the Scenery.— General Defeription
of Lake Champlain and the adjacent Country.
Captain Thomas and his Indians arrive at
Crown Point—Charaller of Thomas.—
Reach St. fobn’s—Defcription of that Place.
—Great Difference obfervable in the Face of
the Country, Inbabitants, &c. in Canada and
in the States—Chambly Caftle.—~Calafbes—
Bons Dieux.—~Town of La Prarie.—Great
Rapidicy of the River Saint Lawrence.~—
Crofs to Montreal.— Aftonifbment on feeing
large Ships at Montreal.—Great Depth of the

River,

Montreal, ]uly._,
HORTLY after our arrival in Skenefbo-
rough, we hired a {inall boat of about ten
tons for the purpofe of crofling Lake Cham-
plain. It was our with to proceed on the
voyage immediately ; but the owner of the
boat afferting that it was impoflible to go out
with the wind then blowing, we were for
three days detained in Skenefborough, a deli-
cious feaft for the hungry mufquitoes. The
wind
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Wind fhifted again and again, @l it was not
fair in the opinion of out boatman. At laft,
being moft heartily tired of our quarters, and
fufpe@ing that he did not underftand his bu-
finefs as well as he ought to have done, we re-
folved not to abide by his opinion any longer,
but to make an attempt at beating out; and
we had great reafon to be pleafed with having
done {o, as we arrived 1n Canada three days
before any of the other boats, that did not ven-
ture to move till the wind was quite aft.

We fet off about one o’clock ; but from the
channel being very narrow, it was impoffible
to make much way by tacking. We got no
farther than fix miles before fun-fet. We then
ftopped, and having landed, walked up to fome
farm houfes, which appeared at a diftance, on
the Vermont thore, to procure provifions ; for
the boatman had told us it was quite unne-
ceflary to take¢ in any at Skenetborough, as
there were excellent houfes clofe to the fhore
the whole way, where we could get whatever
we withed. At the firft we went to, which
was a comfortable log-houfe, neither bread,
hor meat, nor milk, nor eggs, were to be had;
the houfe was crowded with children of all
ages, and the people, 1 fuppofe, thought they
had bur little enough for themielves. At a
{fecond houfe, we found a venerable old man at
the door, reading @ news-paper, who civilly

VOL. 1. U offered
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offered it to us for our perufal, and began to
talk upon the politics of the day ; we thanked
him for his offer, and gave him to underftand,
at the fune time, that a loaf would be much
morc acceptable.  Bread there was none ; we
zotanew Vermont cheefe, however. A third
houfe now remained in fight, and we made a
third attempt at procuring fomething to eat.
This one was nearly half a mile off, but, alas!
it afforded (il lefs than the laft ; the people
liad nothing to difpole of but a littde milk.
VWith the milk and the cheefe, therefore, we
returned to our boat, and adding thereto fome
bifcuits and wine, which we had luckily on

board, the whole afforded us a frugal repatft.
The people at the American farm houfes
will cheerfully lie three in a bed, rather than
{uffer a ftranger to go away who comes to feek
for alodging. As all thefe houfes, however,
which vwe had vificed, were crowded vith in-
habitants, we felt no great inclination to afk
for accommuodation at any of them, but deter-
mined to fleep on board our little velel.  We
accordiiigly 1:cored her at a convenient part
of the thure, and each of us having wrapped
hunfelf up in 2 blanlket, which we had been
warncd to provide: on leeving New York, we
laid ouritlves down to fleep. The boat was
decked two third; of her length forward, and
had a commoudious hold; we gave the pre-
ference,
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ference, however, becaufe more airy, to the
cabin or after part, fitted up with benches, and
covered with a wooden awning, under which
a man could juft fit upright, provided he was
not very tall. The benchee, which went
lengthwife, accommcdated two of us ; and the
third was obliged to put up with the cabin-
floor ; but a blanket and a bare board, out of
the way of mufquitoes, were luxuries after
our accommodations at Skenefborough ; our
edrs were not affailed by the noife even of a
fingle one the whole night, and we enjoyed
founder repofe than we had done for many
nights preceding.

The wind remained nearly in the fame
point the next morning, but the lake being
wider, we were enabled to proceed fafter. We
ftopped at one houfe to breakfaft, and at an~
other to dine. At neither of thefe, although
they bore the name of taverns, were we able
to procure much more than at the houfes
where we had ftopped the preceding evening.
At the firft we got a little milk, and about
two pounds of bread, abfolutely the whole of
what was in the houfe ; and at the fecond, a
few eggs and fome cold falted fat pork; but
not a morfel of bread was to be had. The
wreiched appearance alfo of this laft habita-
tion was very firiking; it confifted of a wooden
frame, merely with a few boards nailed again.ft

U2 it,
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it, the crevices between which were the only
apertures for the admiffion of light, except the
door ; and the roof was foleaky, that we were
{prinkled with the rain even as we fat at the
fire fide. That people can live in fuch aman-
ner, who have the neceflaries and convenien-
cies of life within their reach, as much as any
others in the world, is really moft aftonithing !
vt is, however, to heaccounted for, by that de-
fire of making money, which is the predo-
minant {cature m the chara&er of the Ameri-
cans in general, and leads the petty farmer in
particular to fuffer numberlefsinconveniencies,
when he can 3ain by fo doing.  If he can fell
the produce of hisland to advantage, he keeps
as {malla part of it as poffible for himfelf, and
lives the whole year round upoen fult provi-
fions, bad bread, and th= &5th he gan catch in
the rivers or likes in the neighbourhood 5 1f
he has built a comfortable houfe for himfelf,
he readily quits it, as foon as finithed, for mo-
nevy and gees to live in a mere hovel in the
woods till he gets time to build another. Mo-
ney is his idol, and to procure 1t he cladiv
foregocs cvery felf-gratification. T
From this miferable havitation, jult men-
tioned, we deperted as foon as the rain was
over, and the wind coming round in our ti-
vour, we gotas far as Ticonderoga that night.
The only dwelling here is the tavern, which
is
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is a large houfe buiit of ftone. On entering
it we were thewn into a {pacious apartment,
crowded with boatmen and people that had
juft arrived from St. John’s, in Canada. See-
ing fuch a number of guells in the houle, we
expected nothing lefs than to be kept an hour
or two till fufficient {upper was prepared for
the whole company, {o that all might fit down
at once together, which, as I have before faid,
isthe cuftom in the country parts of the United
States. Our furprife therefore was great at
perceiving a neat table and a comfortable little
{upper {peedily laid out for us,and no attempts
made at ferving the reft of the company till we
had quite finithed. , This was departing from
the fyftem of equality in 2 manner which we
had never witnefled before, and we were at a
lofs for fome time to account for it; but we
prefently heard that the woman of the houfe
had kept a tavern for the greater part -of her
life at Quebec, whicli refelved the knotty point.
The wife is generally the active perfon in ma-
naging a country tavern, and the hutband at-
tends to his farm, or has fome independent oc-
cupation. 'The man of this houfe was a judge,
2 fullen demure eld gentleman, who fat by the

fire *, with tattered clothes and dithevelled
U3 locks,

* Though this was the 14th day of July, the weather was.
{o cold that we found a fire extremcly agreeable.
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locks, reading a book, totally regardlefs of

cvery perfon in the reem.

The old fort and barracks of Ticonderoga
are on the top of a rifing ground, jult behind
the tavern ; they are quite in ruins, and it is not
Jikely that they will ever be rebuilt, for the
fituation is very infecure, being commanded by
a lofty hill called Mount Defiance.  The
Britith got pofleflion of the place the laft war
by dragging cannon and mortars up the hill,
and firing down upon the fort.

Early the next morning we left Ticon-
deroga, and purfued our voyage to Crown
Point, where we landed to look at the old fort.
Nothing is to be feen there, however, but a

eap of ruins ; for thortly before it was given
up by the Britifh, the powder magazine blew
up, by which accidenta great part of the works
vas deiiroyved ; fince the evacuation of 1t alfo,
the people in the neighbourhood have been
continually digging in different parts, in hopes
of procuring lead and iron thot; a coniider-
able quantity was in one inftance got out of the
ftores th:t had been buried by the explofion.
The vaults, which were bomb prcof, have
been demolifhed for the (ake of the bricks for
building chimneys. At the fouth fide alone
the ditches remain perfett ; thev are wide and
decp, and cut through immenfe rocks of lime-
ftone ; and from being overcrown towards the
ter with diffeient kinds of fhrubs, have agrand
and
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and piGurefque appearance. The view from
this {pot of the fort, and the old buildings in
it overgrown with ivy, of the lake, and of the
diftant mountains beyond it, is indeed altoge-
ther very fine. The fort, and fzven hundred
acres of good cleared land adjoining to it, are
the property of the ftate of New York, and are
leafed out at the rate of one hundred and fifty
dollars, equal to £.33. 10s. fterling per an-
num, which is appropriated for the ufe of a
college. The farmer who rented it told us,
he principally made ufe of the land for grazing
cattle ; thefe, in the winter {eafon, when the
lake was frozen, he drove over the ice to Al-
bany, and there difpofed of.

Crown Point is the moft advantageous {pot
on the thores of Lake Champlain for a mili-
tary poft, not being commanded by any rifing
grounds in the neighbourhood as Ticonderowa
is, and as the lake is {o narrow here, owing
to another point running out on the oppofite
fide, that it would be abiolute]y impoflible for
a veflel to pafs, without being expofed to ths
fire of the fort. The Indians call this place
Tek-ya-dough-niga rigee,thgt is,the two points
immediately oppofite to cach other: the one
oppofite to Crown Point is called Chimney
Point ; uponitarea few houles, one of which
is a tavern. While we ftaid there we were
very agreeably furprifed, for the firft tiine, with

U 4 the
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the fight of a large birch canoe upon the lake,
navigated by two or three Indians in the drefles
of their nation. They made for the thore and
{oon landed; and fhortly after another party,
amounting to fix or feven, arrived, that had

come by land. 4
On board our little veffel we had a poor
Canadian, whom we took in at Skenefborough.
Tempted by the accounts he had heard of the
United States, he quitted his own home 1n
Canada, where he lived under one of the
{eigniors, and had gone a: far as Albany, in
the neighbourhood of which place he had
worked for fome time with a farmer; but
finding, that although he got higher wages,
he had to pay much mocre for his pro-
vifions than in Canada, and that he was alfo
moft egregioulfly cheated by the people, and
particularly by his employer, from whom he
could not get even the money he had earned;
finding likewile that he was unacle to procure
any redrets, from being ignorant of the Eng-
lith language, the poor fellow determined to
return to Canada, and on his way thither we

met him, without a fhilling in his pocket.
Having afked this little fellow, a3 we failed
along, fome queftions about the Indians, he
immediately gave us a long account of a Cap-
tin Theoas, achisf of the Cachenonaga na-
tivz, in the neizhbourhood of whofe village he
faid
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{2id he lived. Thomas, he told us, was u very
rich man, and had a moft excellent houfe, in
which he faid he lived as well as a {eignior,
and he was fure we fhould be well received if
we went to fee him; he told us alfo that he
had built a church, and wasa chriftian; that
he was very charitable, and thatif he were ac-
quainted with his prefent diirels he would
certainly make him a prefent of four or five
dollars. <« Oh je vous aflure, meflicurs, que
“ c’eft un bon fauvage.” It was impoflible
not to fmile at the little Canadian, who, half
naked himfelf, and nearly as dark as a mulatto,
concluded his panegyric upon Thomas, by
affuring us, “ he was a good favage;” at the
fame time we felt a {trong defire to behold this
chief, of whom we had heard fo much. It was
not long before we were gratified, for the party
of Indians that arrived whillt we wereat Chim-
ney Point were from the Cachenonaga village,
and at their head was Captain Thomas.
Thomas appeared to be about forty-five
years of age ; he was nearly fix feet high, and
very bulky in proportion : this is a {ort of make
uncommon among the Indians, who are gene-
rally flender. He was drefled like a white
man, in boots ; his hair untied, but cut thort;
the people who attended him were all jn the
Indian habit. Notone of his followers could
fpeak a word of Englith or French; Thomas,

however,
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howevcr, could himfelf fpeak both languages,
Englith he fpoke with {ome little hefitation,
and not corretly; but French feemed as fa-
miliar to him as his native tongue.  His prin-
cipal attention [cemied to be dire@ed towards
trade, which he had purfued with great fuc-
cely, fo much fo, indeed, that, as we after-
voards heard, he could get credit in any ftorein
Montreal for five hundred pounds. He had
along with himat Chimney Point thirty horfes,
and a quantity of furs in the canoe, which he
was taking for fale to Albany. His people,
he told us, had but very few wants; he took
carc to have thefe always fuppiied; in return
they brought him furs, taken in hunting ; they
attended his horfes, and voluntarily accom-
panied him when he wcat on a trading expe-
dition : his profits therefore muft be immenfe.
During the courfe of converfation he told us, -
that if we came to fee him he would make us
very happy ; that there were fome very hand-
fome fquaws # in his villaze, and that each of
us fhould have a wife: we promifed to vifit
him if it was in our pover, and parted very
guc:d friends. Thomas, as we afterwards found,
15 not a man refpected among the Indians in ge-
neral, who think much more of a chief that is
2 good warner and hunter, and that retains the

L=

* Female Indians.

habit.
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habits of his nation, than of one that becomes
a trader, and aflimilates his manners to thofe
of the whites.

‘Lake Champlain is about one hundred and
twenty miles in length, and is of various
breadths : for the firft thirty miles, thatis, from
South River to Crown Point, it is in no place
more than two miles wide ; beyond this, for
the diftance of twelve miles, it 1s five or fix
miles acrofs, but then again it narrows, and
again at the end of a few miles expands. That
pait called the Droad Lake, becaufe broader
than any other, commences about twenty-five
miles north of Crown Point, and is cighteen
miles acrofs in the widefl part. Here the lake
is inter{perfed with a great number of iflands,
the largeft of which, formerly called Grande
Ifle, now South Hero, is fiitcen milesinlength,
and, on an average, about four in breadth..
The foil of this ifland is fertile, and it is faid
that five hundred people are feitled upon it.
The Broad Lake is ncarly fifty miles in length,
and gradually narrows till it terminates in a
large river called Chambly, Richlieu, or So-
relle, which runs into the St. Lawrence.

The foundings of Lake Champlain, except
at the narrow parts at either end, are in general
very deep; in many places fixty and feventy,
and in fome even one hundred fathoms. In

proportion to its breadth and depth, the water
. is

LAKE CHAMPLAIN.
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is more or lefs clear; in the broad part it is as
pure and tranfparent as poffible.  On the weft
fide, as far as Cumbcrland Bay, the lake is
bounded for the moft part by fteep mountains
clofe to the edge of the water; at Cumberland
Bay the ridge of mountains runs off to the
north-weft, and the thore farther on is low and
twampy. The Eaft or Vermont fhore is not
much elevated, except in a few particular
places; at the diftance of twelve miles, how-
ever, from the lake is a confiderable mountain.
The fhores on both fides are very rocky; where
there are mountains thefe rocks jut out very
boldly; but at the eaft fide, where the land is
low, they appear but a little above the water.
The iflands alfo, for the moft part, are far-
rounded with rocks, in fome parts, thelving
down into the lake, {o that it is dangerous to
approach within one or two miles of them at
particular fides. From fome parts of the eaftern
ihorethe rocks alforun out in the fame man-
ner for a confiderable diftance. Sailing along
tiic thore when a breeze is blowing, a hollow
murmuring noife is always heard from the wa-
ters {plathing into the crannies of theft rocks.
There are many ftreams which fali into the
lake: the mouths of all thofe on the weftern
fide are obfiructed by fails, o that none of them
are navigable. Of thofe on the eaftern or
Verment fide, a few only are navigable for
imall boats, and that for 2 thort diftance.

The
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The fcenery along various parts of the lake
isextremely grand and pi¢turefque, particularly
beyond Crown Point; the fhores are there
‘beautifully ornamented with hanging woods
and rocks, and the mountains on the weftern
fide rife up in ranges one behind the other in
the moft magnificent manner. It was on one
of the fineft evenings poflible that we paffed
along this part of the lake, and the fun fetting
in all his glory behind the mountains, fpread
the richef} tints over every part of the profpec;
the moon alfo appearing nearly in the full,
fhortly after the day had clofed, afforded us are
opportunity of beholding the furrounding
fcenery in frefh though lefs brilliant colours,
Our little bark was now gliding fimoothly along,
whilft every one of us remained wrapt up in
filent contemplation of the folemn {cene, when
fuddenly fhe ftruck upon onc of the thelving
rocks : nothing but hurry and confufion was
now vifible on board, every one lending his
affiftance; however, at laft, with {fome dith-
culty, we got her off; butin a minute f{he
ftruck a fecond time, and aftcr we had again
extricated her, even a third and a fourth time;
at laft fthe ftuck fo faft, that for a fhort time we
defpaired of being able to move her. Atthe
end of a quarter of an hour, however, we again
fortunately got her into deep water. We had
before fufpected that our boatman did not

know
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know a great deal about the navigation of the
lake, and on queftioning him now, it came out,
that he had been a cobler all his life, till within
the laft nine months, when he thought proper
to change his bufinefs, and turn failor. All the
knowledge he had of the fhores of the lake,
was what he had picked up during that time,
as he failed ftraight backward and forward be-
tween St. John's and Skenefborough. Onthe
prefent occafion he had miftaken one bay for
another, and had the waves been as high as
they fometimes are, the boat would inevitably
have been dathed to pieces.

The humble roof of ansther judge, a plain
Scotch labourer, afforded us fhelter for this
night. It was near eleven o’clock, however,
when we got there, and the family having
retired to reft, we had to remain rapping and
calling at the door for half an hour at leait,
before we could get admittence. The people
at latt being roufed, opened their doors, cheer-
tully got us fome fupper, acd prepared their
beft beds for us. In the morning, having
paid our reckoning to the judge, he returned
to his plough, and vz to our boat to profecute
Vur voyage.

We fet off this day with a remarkable fine
breeze, and being defirous of terminating cur
voyage as foon as poflible, of which we began
now to-be fomewhat tired, we ftopped but

8 once
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once in the courfe of the day, and determined
to {ail on all night. A fhort time after fun-
fet we paffed the boundary between the Bri-
tith dominions and the United States. Here
we were brought to by an armed brig of
twenty guns, under Englifh colours, ftationed
for the purpofe of examining all boats paffing
up and down the lake: the anfwers which we
gave to the feveral queftions afked being fatis-
factory, we were accordingly fuffered to pro-
ceed.  Since the furrender of the pofts, pur-
{uant to the late treaty with the United States,
this brig has been removed, and laid up at St.
John’s.  When mght came on, we wrapped
ourfelves up in our blankets, as we had done
on the firft night of our voyage, and laid down
upon the cabin floor, where we might poffibly
have flept unul we got to St. John’s, had we
not been awakened at midnight by the loud
hollas of the fentinel at the Britith forton e
aux Noix. On examining into the maser, it
appeared that the boat lLad been driven on
fhore, while our fleepy pilot enjoyed his nap
at the helm; and the {ontinel, unzble to
imagine what we were about, feeing the boat
run up clofe under the forz, and fuipicious of
fome attack, I fuppole, had turned out the
whole guard; by whom, after being examined
and re-examined, we were fualy diftanded
We now took the command of the boat upon

“UL-
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curlzlves, for the boatman, although he was
more anxious to get to St. John's than any one
of us, and though he had himfelf in fome
mcafure induced us to go on, was fo fleepy
that he could not keep his cyes open.  Re-
lieving each other at the helm, we reached
St. John’s by day-break; one hundred and
§ifty miles dittant from Skencfborough.

Immediately on our landing we were con-
Jucted to the guard houfe, where we had to
icliver to the ferjeant on duty, te be by hiny
forwarded to the commanding officer, an ac-
count of our names, occupation, and place of
abode, the ftricteft orders having been iflued
by the governor not to fuffer any Frenchmen
or other foreigners, or any people who could
not give an exat account of their bufinefs in
anada, to enter into the country.

St. John’s is a garrifon town ; it contains
about fi‘ty miferable wooden dwellings, and
barracks, in which a whole regiment is gene-
rally quartered. The fortifications are entirely
ocut of order, fo much fo that it would be
cheaper to ere@ freth works than to attempt
to repair them.  There is a king’s dock yard
here, well ftored with timber, at leaft when
we faw it; but in the courfe of the fummer,
after the armed brig which I mentioned was
laid up, all the timber was fold off. The old
hulks of feveral veflels of force were lying

oppoﬁtc
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and liberty as thofe of the neighbouring coun-
try; and that whatever fthe might lofe by
expofing herfelf to the horrors of a fanguinary
war, fhe could gain no eflential or immediate
advantages whatfoever, by afferting her own
independence.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.

Luke Hanfard, Printer, o
@eat Turnfile, Lincoln’s-Inn Fields
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oppoﬁte the yard. In proportlon to the in-
creafe of trade between New York and Lower
Canada, this town muft improve, as it is the

| Britith port of entry on Lake Champlam
. The country about 8t. John’s is flat, and
jvery bare of trees, a dreadful fire in the year
1788 having done great mifchief, and deftroyed
tall the woods for feveral miles: in fome parts
cof the neighbourhood the people fuffer ex-
{ tremely during winter from the want of fuel.
- At St. John’s we hired a light waggon,
fimilar to thofe made ufe of in the United
States, and fet off about noon for La Prarie,
 on the banks of the river St. Lawrence. By
the dire&t road, this is only cighteen miles
gdif’cant but the moft agreeable way of going
thither is by Chambly, which is a few miles
| ,g farther, on account of feeing the old caftle built
 there by the French. The caftle ftands clofe
" to the rapids in Chambly or Sorelle River, and
' “at a little diftance has a grand appearance; the
- adjacent country alfo being very beautiful, the
- whole together forms a moft interefting fcene.
. The caftle is in tolerably good repair, and a
garrifon is conftantly keptin it.
' As you travel along this road to La Prarie,
. after having juft arrived from the United States
over Lake Champlain, a variety of objelts
forcibly remind you of your having got into a
new country, ‘'The Britith flag, the foldiers
Vor. I - X on
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on duty, the French inhabitants running
about in their red nightcaps, the children
coming to the doors to falute you as you pafs,.
a thing unknown in any part of the United:
States ; the compact and neat exterior appear-
ance of the houfes, the calathes, the bons
dieuv, the large Roman Catholic churches
and chapels, the convents, the priefts in their
robes, the nuns, the friars; all ferve to con~
vince vou, that you are no longer in any part
of the United States : the language alfo differs,
French being here univerfally {poken.

The calath is a carriage very generally ufed
in Lower Canada ;. there is {carcely a farmer
indeed in the country who does not poflefs
one: itisa fort of one horfe chaife, capable
of holding two people befides the driver, who
fits on a kind of box placed over the foot
board exprefsly for his accommodation. The
body of thz calath is hung upon broad ftraps
of leather, round iron rollers that are placed
Lehind, by means of which they are fhortened
or lengthened.  On each fide of the carriage
1s a littie door about two feet high, whereby
you enter it, and which is ufeful when fhut,
In preventing any thing from flipping out.
The harnefs for the horfe is always made in
the old French tafte, extremely heavy ; it is
frudded with brafs nails, and to particular parts

of
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and liberty as thofe of the neighbouring coun-
try; and that whatever fthe might lofe by
expofing herfelf to the horrors of a fanguinary
war, fhe could gain no eflential or immediate
advantages whatfoever, by afferting her own
independence.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.

Luke Hanfard, Printer, o
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of it are attached {mall bells, of no ufe that I
could ever difcover but to annoy the paffenger.

The bons dicux are large wooden crucifixes,
fometimes upwards. of twenty fest in height,
placed on the highway; f{ome of them are
highly ornamented and painted: as the people
pafs they pull off their hats, or in fome other
way make obeifance to them.

La Prarie de la Madelene contains about
one hundred houfes. After ftopping an hour or
two there, we embarked in a bateau for Mon-
treal.

Montreal is fituated on an ifland of the
fame name, on the oppofite fide of the River
St. Lawrence to that on which La Prarie
ftands, but fomewhat lower down. The two
towns are nine miles apart, and the river is
about two miles and a quarter wide. The
current here 1s prodigioufly ftrong, and in par-
ticular places as you crofs, the boats are hur-
ried down the ftream, in the midft of large
rocks, with fuch impetuofity that it feems as
if nothing could fave them from being dathed
to pieces; indeed this would certainly be the
cafe, if the men were not uncommonly expert ;
but the Canadians are the moft dexterous
people perhaps in the world at the manage-
ment of bateaux in rapid rivers. After fucha
profpe&t of the River St. Lawrence, it was
not without aftonithment that on approaching

X2 the



.8 TRAVELS THROUGH LOWER CANADA.

the town of Montreal, we beheld fhips of up-
wards of four hundred tons burthen lying clofe
to the thore. The difficulties which veflels
have to encounter in getting to Montreal, are
immenfe; I have myfelf feen them with all
their fails fet, and with a {mart and favourable
breeze, ftationary for an hour together in the
ftream, unable to ftem it, between the ifland
of St. Helene and the main land, juft below
the town: to ftem the current at this place,
it is almoft neceflary that the veflel fhould be
aided by a ftorm. The afcent is equally dith-
cult in feveral other parts of the river. Owing
to this it is, that the paflage from Quebec to
Montreal is generally more tedious than that
acrofs the Atlantic; thofe fhips, therefore,
which trade between Europe and Montreal,
never attcmpt to make more than one voyage
during the year. Notwithftanding the rapidity
of the ftream, the channel of the river is very
deep, and in particular juft oppofite to the
town. The largeft merchant veflels can there
lie {o clofe to the banks, which are in their
natural flate, that you may nearly touch them
with your hand as you ftand on the fhore.
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LETTER XXIIL

Defeription of the Town of Montreal.—Of the
public Buildings.—Churches.—Funeral Ce-
remonies.—Convents.—Barracks. — F. ortifi-
cations—Inhabitants moftlly French.—Tbeir
Charatter and Manners.—Cbarming Pro-
Jpects an the Neighbourhood of the Town.—
Amufements during Summer. — Parties of
Pleafure wp the Mountain—~Of the Fur
Trade.—The Manner in which it is carried
on.— Great Enterprife of the North Weft
Company of Merchants. — Sketch of Mr.
M Kenzie's Expeditions over Land to the
Pacific Ocean. — Differences between  the
North Weft and Hudforn’ s Bay Companies.

Montrea!, July.

7 HE town of Montreal was laid out pur-

fuant to the orders of one of the kings
sof France ; which were, that a town fhould be
built as high up on the St. Lawrence as it
were poffible for veffels to go by fea. In fixing
upon the {pot where it ftands, his commands
were complied with, in the ftricteft fenfe.
The town at prefent contains about twelve
hundred houfes, whereof five hundred only
are within the walls; the reft are in the
fuburbs, which commence from the north,

X 3 eaft,
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caft,and weft gates. The houles in the fuburbs
are moftly built of wood, but the others are
all of ftone ; none of them are elegant, but
there are many very comfortable habitations.
In the lower part of the town, towards the
river, where moft of the thops ftand, they
have a very gloomy appearance, and look like
fo many prifons, being all furnifhed at the
outfide with fheet iron fhutters to the doors
and windows, which are regularly clofed to-
wards evening, in order to guard againft fire.
The town has fuffered by fire very materially
at different times, and the inhabitants have
fuch a dread of it, that all who can afford it,
cover the roofs of their houfes with tin plates
inftead of fhingles. By law they are obliged
to have one or more ladders, in proportion to
the fize of the houfe, always ready on the
roofs.

The ftreets are all very narrow; three of
them run parallel to the river, and thefe are
interfeCted by others at right angles, but not
at regular diftances. On the fide of the
town farthett from the river, and nearly
between the northern and fouthern extremi-
ties, there is a fmall fquare, called La Place
d’Armes, which feems originally to have been
left open to the walls on one fide, and to
bave been intended for the military to exercife
m; the troops, however, never make ufe of it

now,
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mow, but parade on a long walk, behind the
walls, nearer to the barracks. '‘On the oppofite
fide of the town, towards the water, isanother
fmall {quare, where the market is held.
" There are fix churchos in Montreal ; one
for Englith Epifcopalians, one for Prefbyteri-
ans, and four for Roman Catholics. The
cathedral church belonging to the latter,
which occupies one fide of La Place d’ Armes,
15 a very fpacious building, and contains five
altars, all very richly decorated.  The doors
of this cathedral are left open the greater part
of the day, and there are, generally, numbers
of old people in it at their prayers, even when
no regular fervice is going or. QOna fine Sun-
day in the {fummer feafon, fuch multitudes
fiock to it, that even the fteps at the outfide
are covered with people, who, unable:to get in,
remain there kneeling with their hats off during
the whole time of divine fervice. Nearly
all the chriftenings, marriages, and burials of
the Roman Cathelic inhabitants of Montreal,
are performed in this church, en which oc-
cafions, as well as before and during the
mafles, they always ring the bells, to the great
annoyance of every perfon that is not a lover
of difcords ; for inftead of pulling the bells,
which are five in number, and really well
toned, with regularity, they jingle them all at
once, without any fort of cadence whatever.
X 4 Qur



31z TRAVELS THROUGH LOWER CANADA:

Our lodgings happened to be in La Place
d’Armes ; and during three wecks that we
remained there, I verily believe the bells were
never fuffered to remain ftill for two hours
together, at any onc time, cxcept in the:
night.

The funerals, as in other Roman Catholic
countries, are conducted with great ccremony ;
the corpfe is always attended to the church
by a number of priefts chanting prayers, and
by little boys in white robes and black caps
carrying wax lights. A morning fcarcely
cver pafled over, that one or more of thefe
procefiions did not pafs under our windows
whilft we were at breakfaft; for on the op-
pofite fide of the fquare to that on which
the cathedral ftood, was a fort of chapel, to
which the bodies of all thofe perfons, whofe
friends could not afford to pay for an expenfive
funeral, were brought, I fuppoie, in the night,
for we could never fee any carried in there,
and from thence conveyed in the morning to
the cathedral. If the priefts are paid for it,
they go to the houfe of the deceafed, though
it be ever fo far diitant, and efcort the corpfe
to the church. Until withina few years paft,
It was cuftomary to bury all the bodies in the
_vaults underncath the cathedral ; but now it
15 prohibited, icft fome putrid diforder thould
break out in the town in confequence of fuch

$ numbers
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numbers being depofited there. The burying
grounds are all without the walls at prefent.

There are in Montreal four convents, one
of which is of the order of St. Francis; the
number of the friars, however, is reduced now
to two or three, and as by the laws of the
province men. can no longer enter into anv
religious order, it will of courfe in a few years
dwindle entirely away. On the female orders
there is no reftriction, and they are ftill well
filled. The Hotel Dieu, founded as early as
1644, for the relief of the fick poor, and
which is the oldeft of the convents, contains
thirty < religieufes”—nuns; La Congrega-
tion de Notre Dame, inftituted for the in-
ftruction of young girls, contains fifty-feven
{eeurs, another fort of nuns ; and L’Hofpital
Generale, for the accommodation of the infirm
poor, contains eighteen {ceurs.

The barracks are agreeably fituated near the
river, at the lower end of the town ; they are
furrounded by' a lofty wall, and calculated to
contain about three hundred men.

The walls round the town are mouldering
away very faft, and in fome places are totally
in ruins; the gates, however, remain quite
perfect. The walls were built principally as
a defence againft the Indians, by whom the
country was thickly inhabited when Montreal

was founded, and they were found neceflary,
to



414 TRAVELS THROUGH LOWER CANADA:

to repel the open attacks of thefe people, as
late as the year 1736. When the large fairs
ufed to be held in Montreal, to which the
Indians from all parts reforted with their furs,
they were alfo found extremely ufeful, as the
inhabitants were thereby enabled to fhut out
the Indians at night, who, had they been fuf-
fered to remain in the town, addicted as they
are to drinking, might have been tempted to
commit great outrages, and would have kept
the inhabitants in a continual ftate of alarm.
In their beft ftate, the walls could not have
protected the town againft cannon, not even
againft a fix-pounder ; nor, indeed, would the
ftrongeft walls be of any ufe in defending it
againit artillery, as it is completely command-
ed by the eminences in the ifland of St. He-
kene*, in the River St. Lawrence. Montreal
has always been an eafy conqueft to regular

troops.
By far the greater number of the inhabit-
ants of Montrea! are of French extraction ;
il the eminent merchants, however, ard
principal people in the town, are either Eng-
lith, Scotch, Irifh, or their defcendants, all of
whom pafs for Englith with the French in-
habitints.  The French retain, in a great
meafure,

* This ifland was the laft place which h -
Z+red to the Britifh place which the French furren
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meafure, the manners and cuftoms of their
anceftors, as well as the language ; they have
an unconquerable averfion to learn Englith,
and it is very rare to meet with any perfon
amongft them, that can fpeak it in any man-
ner; but the Englifh inhabitants are, for the
moft part, well acquainted with the French
language.

The people of Montreal, in general, are re-
markably hofpitable and attentive to ftrangers;
they are fociable alfo amongft themfelves, and
fond in the extreme of convivial amufements.
In winter, they keep up fuch a conftant and
friendly intercourfe with each other, that it
feems then as if the town were inhabited but
by one large family. During fummer they
live fomewhat more retired ; but throughout
that feafon a club, formed of all the principal
inhabitants, both male and female, meet every
week or fortnight, for the purpofe of dining at
fome agreeable {pot in the neighbourhood of
the town.

The ifland of Montreal is about twenty-
eight miles in length and ten in breadth; it
is the largeft of feveral iflands which are
fituated in the St. Lawrence, at the mouth of
the Utawa River. Its foil is luxuriant, and
in fome parts much cultivated and thickly in-
habited. It is agreeably diverfified with hiil

and dale, and towards its center, in the neigh-
bourhood
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bourhood of Montreal, there are two or three
confiderable mountains. The largeft of thefe
{tands at the diftance of about one mile from
the town, which is named from it. The bafe
of this mountain is furrounded with neat
country houfes and gardens, and partial im-
provements have been made about one third
of the way. up; the remainder is entirely
covered with lofty trees. On that fide to-
wards the river is a large old monaftery, with
extenfive inclofures walled in, round which
the ground has been cleared for fome diftance.
This open part is covered with a rich verdure,
and the woods encircling ity inftead of being
overrun with bruthwood, are quite clear at
bottom, {o that you may here roam about at
pleafure for milkes together, fhaded, by the
lofty trees, from the rays of the fun.

The view from hence is grand beyond de-
fcription. A prodigious expanfe of country
is laid open to the eye, with the noble river St.
Lawrence winding through it, which may be
traced from the remoteft part of the hotizon.
The river comes from the right, and flows
fmoothly op, after paffing down the tremen-
lous rapids cbove the town, where it 1s
hurried over huge rocks with a ncife that is
heard even up the mountain. On the left
below wvou, appears: the town of Montreal,
with its churches, monafteries, glittering

fpires,



FUR TRADE 51y
fpires, and the fhipping under its old walls ;
feveral little iflands in the river near the town,
partly improved, partly overgrown with wood,
add greatly to the beauty of the fcene. La
Prarie with its large church on the diftant fide
of the river, is {een to the greateit advantage,
and beyond it, is a range of lofty mountains
which terminates the profpe&t. Such an
endlefs variety and fuch a grandeur is there in
the view from this part of the mountain, that
even thofe who are moft habituated to the
view, always find it a freth {ubject of admira-
tion whenever they contemplate it; dnd on this
part of the mountain it is that the club which
I mentioned. generally aflembles. Two ftew-
ards are appointed for the day, who always
chufe fome new fpot where there isa {pring
or rill of water, and an agreeable thade : each
family brings cold provitions, wine, &c. ; the
whole is put together, and the company, often
amounting to one hundred perfons, fits down
to dinner.

The fur trade is what is chiefly carried on
at Montreal, and it is there that the greater
part of the furs are fhipped, which are fent
from Canada to England.

This very lucrative trade is carried on, partly
by what is called, the North Weft Company,,
and partly by private individuals on their own

account, 'The company does not poflefs any
' particular
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particular privileges by law, but from its great
capital merely, 1t 18 enabled to trade to certain
remote parts of the continent, to the exclufion
of thofe who do not hold any fhares init. It
was formed originally by the merchants of
Montreal themfelves, who wifely confidered
that the trade could be carried on to thofe
diftant parts of the continent, inhabited {olely
by Indians, with more fecurity and greater
profit, if they joined together in a body, than
if they continued to trade feparately. The
ftock of the company was divided into forty
thares, and as the number of merchants in the
town at that time was not very great, this
arrangement afforded an opportunity to every
one of them to join in the company if he
thought proper. At prefent thefe thares have
all fallen into the hands of a few perfons.
The company principally carries on its trade
by means of the Utawas or Grand River, that
falls into the St. Lawrence about thirty miles
above Montreal, and which forms, by its con-
fluence with that river, *“ Le Lac de Deux
Montagnes et le Lac St. Louis,”~the lake of
the two mountains and the Lake of St. Louis;
wherein are feveral large iflands. To convey
the furs down this river, they make ufe of
cances, formed of the bark of the birch tree;
fome of which are upon fuch a large fcale,
that they are capable of containing two tons ;

but
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but they feldom put fo much in them, efpe~
cially on this river, it being in many places
thallow, rapid, and full of rocks, and contains
no lefs than thirty-two portages.

The canoces are navigated by the French
Canadians, who are particularly fond of the
employment, preferring it in general to that
of cultivating the ground. A fleet of them
fets off from Montreal about the menth of
May, laden with provifions, confifting chiefly
of bifcuit and falt pork, fufficient to laft the
crews till their return, and alfo with the articles
given in barter to the Indians, At fome of
the fhallow places in the river, it is fufficient
if the men merely get out of the canoes, and
puth them on inte the deep water; but at
others, where there are dangerous rapids and
tharp rocks, it is neceflary for the men to un-
lade the canoes, and carry both them and the
cargoes on their thoulders, till they come
again to a fafe part of the river. At night
they drag the canoes upon fhore, light a fire,
cook their provifiens for the following day, and.
fleep upon the ground wrapped up in their
blankets. If it happens to rain very hard,
they fometimes thelter themfelves with boughs
of trees, but in general they remain under the

~canopy of heaven, without any covering but
their blankets: they copy exaltly the Indian

mode of life on thefe occafions, and many of

them
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them even wear the Indian drefles, which they
find more convenient than their own,

Having afcended the Utawas River for
about two hundred and eighty miles, which it
takes them about eighteen days to perform,
they then crofs by a portage into Lake Nif-
pifling, and from this lake by another portage
they get upon French River, that falls into
Lake Huron on the north-eaft fide; then
coafting along this laft lake they pafs through
the Straits of St. Mary, where there is another
portage into Lake Superior; and coafting
afterwards along the fhores of Lake Superior,
they come to the Grand Portage on the north-
weft fide of it; from hence by a chain of
{mall lakes and rivers they proceed on to the
Rainy Lake, to the Lake of the Woods, and
tor hundreds of miles beyond it, through Lake
Winnipeg, &c. .

The canoes, however, which go fo far up
the country, never return the fame year;
thofe intended to bring back cargoes imme-
diately, ftop at the Grand Portage, where the
furs are colleGted ready for them by the a'gents
ot the company. The furs are made up in
packs of a certain weight, and a particular
number is put into each canoe. By knowing
thus the exa& weight of every pack, there can
be no embezzlement; and at the portages
there is no time wafted in allotting to each

man
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man his load, every one being obliz:d to corry
fo many packs.

At the Grand Portage, and along that im-
menfe chain of lakes and rivers, which extend
beyond Lake Superior, the company has re-
gular pofts, where the azents refide ; and with
fuch aftonifthing enterprize and indultry have
the affairs of this company been carried on,
that trading pofts are now eftablithed within
five hundred miles of the Pacific Ocean. Cne
gentleman, indeed, a partncr in the houfe at
Montreal, which now holds the greateft part
of the {hares of the company, has cven pene-
trated to the Pacific Oceanitfelf.  The jour-
nal kept by this gentleman upon the expedi-
tion is, it is faid, replete with information of
the mot interefting pature. That it has not
been laid befere the public long ago, together
with an accurate map of his track, is to -be
imputed folely to an unfortunate mifunder-
ftanding which took place between him and

a noble lord high in the confidence of govern-

ment. \

In th= Grft attempt\\which this adventurous
gentican, a Mr. M<Kenzie, made to pene-
trate to the ocean, he fct out carly in the
fpring from the remoteft of the pofts belong-
ing to the company. He'took with him a-
fingle canoe, and a party of chofen ruen; and
after pafiing over prodigious tracts of land,

Vor, I. Y never
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never befere traverfed by any white perfon,
at laft came to a large river. Here the canoe,
which was carried by the men on their
thoulders, was launched, and having 2ll em-
barked, they procceded cown the ftream.

From the courfe this river took for a very
great diftance, i Milenzie was led to
imagine that it was one of thofe rivers he was
in queft of ; namely, one which emptied itfelf
into the Parific Ccean; but at the end of
ieveral wecks, during which they had worked
their way downward with great eagernefs, he
was convinced, from the gradual inclination of
the river towards another quarter, that he muft
have been miftaken; and that it was one of
thofe immenfe rivers, fo numerous on the
continent of North America, that ran into
Baffin’s Eoy, or the Arctic Occan.

The party was now in a very critical fitu-
ation; the feafon was far advanced, and the
lenzth of way which they had to return was
prodizious. If they attempted to go back, and
were overt:ken by winter, they muft in all
prebebilicy perifh for wont of provifions in an
uninhabited country; if, on the contrary, they
made up their minds to fpend the winter
where they were, thcy had no time to lofe in
building huts, and going out to hunt and fifh,
that they might have fufficient ftores to fup-
port them through that dreary feafon.  Mr.

Li*Kenzie
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M‘Kenzie reprefented the matter, in the moft
open terms, to his men, and left it to them-
{elves to determine the part they would take.
The men were for going back at all hazards;
and the refult was, that they reached their
friends in fafety. ‘The difficuliies they had to
contend with, and the exertions they made in
returning, were almoft furpafling belief.

The fecond expedition entered upon by
Mr. M<‘Kenzie, and which f{ucceeded to his
wifhes, was undertaken about three years ago.
He fet out in the fame manner, but well pro-
vided with feveral different things, which he
found the want of in the firft expedition. He
was extremely well furnithed this time with
aftronomical inftruments, and in particular
with a good time-piece, that he procured from
London. He took a courie fomewhat dif-
ferent from the firft, and pafled through many
nations of Indians who had never before {een
the face of a white man, amonglt fome of
whom he was for a time in imminent danger;
but he found means at laft to conciliate their
good will. From fome of thefe Indians ke
learned, that there was a ridge of mountains
at a little diftance, beyond which the rivers all
ran in a weftern dire@ion. Having engagad
fome of them therzfore for guides, he pro-
ceeded according to their directions until he
came to the mountains, and after afcending

Y 2 them
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them with prodigious labour, found, to his
great fatisfadiion, that the account the Indians
had given wais truz, and that the rivers on the
oppofite fide did indeed all run to the weft.
. followed the courlc of one of them, and
finally came to the Pacific Oce=an, not far
from Nootka Sound.

Here he was given to und=rtand by the na-
tives, and their account was confirmed by the
fight of fome little articics they had among(t

h .3, that an Englifh veffel had quitted the
coalt only fix weeks belore. This was a great
nortification to Mr. M<Kenzie ; for had there
been a thip on the coaft, he would moft gladly
have embarlked in it rather than encounter the
fame diticultics, and be expofed to the fame
perils, which he had experienced in getting
theore ; hovever therz was no alternative; he
fot out after a fhort time on his journey back
zrrin, and having found his cance quite fafe
under fome buthes, near the head of the river,
wiere he had hid it, together with {fome pro-
vifions, et on geing down to-the coaft the
natives might have proved unfriendly, and
have cut off his retreat by feizing upon it, he
taally arrived at one of the trading pofts in
fecurity.  When I was at Montreal, Mr.
MKenzie was not there, and I never had an
opportunity of feeing him afterwards. What
1 have here related rcfpe&mg his two expe-

ditions
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ditions is the {ublance, tc the belt of my re-
colleGion, of what I heard frem his partners.

Many other individuils belonging to the
North Weft Company, before Ivir. M Ilenzie
fet out, penztrated fur into the country in dif-
ferent divetions, and much beyond what any
perfon kil done before them, in order to
eftablith pofts. In foine of tiels sxcurlions
they fell in with the azen:s of the Huilon
Bay Company, who were ailo exteading their
pofts from another quarter: this unncxpelicd
meeting between the two companies, at one
time gave rife to fomz very unpleafant alter~
cations, and the Hudfon Bay Cempany threat-
ened the other with an immediate profecution
for an infringement of its charter.

By its charter, it feems, the Hudfon Bay
Company was allowed the exclufive privileze
of trading to the Bay, and along 21l the rivers
and waters conne@ed with it.  This charter,
however, was grantcd at a time when the nor-
thern parts of the continent were much lefs
known than they are now, for to have the ex-
ciufive trade along all the waters connefled
with Hudfon Bay was, literally fpeaking, to
have the exclufive trade of the greater part of
the continent of North America. Hudfon Bay
by a variety of rivers and lakes, is clofzly con-
ne&ed with Lake Superior, and from fhat
chain of lakes, of which Lake Superioris one,

Y 3 there



326 TRAVELS THROUGLI LOYER CANADA:

there is a water communication throughout all
Canada, and a very great part of the United
Statcs; however, when the agents of the
MNorih-weft Comvany were fixing trading
poits upon fome rivers which ran immediately
into Hudfon’s Bay, it undoubtedly appeared to
be an infringement of the charter, and {o in-
deed it muft firictly have been, had not the
Hudfon’s Bay Company itfelfinfringed its ovn
charter in the firft inflance, or at leaft nez-
lected to comply with all the ftipulations
contained therein. A claufe feems to have
been in the charter, which, at the fime time
that it granted to the company the cxclufive
privilege of trading to Hudfon's L.y, and
along all the watcrs conne&ed with it, hound

it to ere& a new poi’t tovclve miles forther to

the v eflward every year, otherwii: tiic char-
ter was to become void. This had not been
done; the North-welt Cempan— thorefere
r2ted perfe@ly ealy about the mcnzces of a
profecution, fatisficd that the other comipany
did not in fat legally poflefs thofe privileges
to wiich it J2id claim.

The Hudfon’s Bay Company, though it
tareatened, never ind-ed attempted to put its
threats into execution, well knowing the vveak-
nels of its caufe, but continued neverthelefs to
.Watch the motions of its rival with a moft
Jealous eye; and as in extending their refpec-

tive
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tive trades, the polls of the two comanies

were approximating nearer and nearer to each
other every year, there was great reafon to
imagine that their differences, inficad of
abating, would become [ill ﬂ'reatér than they
were, arld finally, perhaps, leam to cmf.nncnccs
of the mo® ferious nature. A circumftance,
however, Lm:}:p:\:r:dly took pjacc, at a time
when the greatcfL enmity fvbﬁﬁed between the
parties, whickh happity reconcled them to each

other, and termmatai all th-;m difputes,

A very powerful nation of Indians, called
the Afliniboins, who inhabit an extend:d tra&
of country to the fouth-welt of Lake VVinni-
peg, conceiving that the Huualon’s Bay Come-
pany had encroaci:zd unreafonably upon their
territories, and had otherwile maloea ccd a part
of their tribe, formed the refclution ofmf‘anﬂy
dPﬁroymrf a polt eftablithed by that company
in their neighbourhood. A lirge body of them
{oon colleued together, and b;eathmg the
fierceft {pirit of revenge, marched unjperceived
and unfufpected by the party aguinit whom
their expedition was planned, till within afhort
diftance of their poft. Hzere they hulted ac-
cording to cuftom, waiting only for a favour-
able moment to pounce upon ticir prey. Some
of the agents of the Worth-weft Company,
however, who were fcattered about this part of
the country, fortunately : rotintel] mence of their

Y 4 defign.
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defign. They knew the weaknefs of the place
about to be attacked, and forgetting the rival-
thip {ubfifting Letween them, and thinking
only how to fave their countrymen, they im-
mediately difpatched a meflenger to give the
party notice of the affault that was meditated;
they at the fame time fent another meflenger
to one of their own pofts, defiring that inftant
fuccour might be fent to that belonging to the
Hudfon Bay Company, which the Indians
were about to plunder. The detachment
arrived before the attack commenced, and the
Indians were repulfed ; but had it not been for
the timely afliftance their rivals had affoided,
lie Hulfon Bay people were fully perfuaded
that they muft have fallen viims to the fury
of the Indians.

This fignal piece of fervice was n~t under-
valued or forootten by tirole who had been
faved; and as the North-wveft Conipany was
fomu-h ‘tronger, and on fo much better terms
with the Indians in this part of the country
than its rivals, it now evidently aercared to be
the intereft of the latter to have the pofts of the
North-weft Company eftablithed as near its
own as poilible.  Thisis accordingly done for
their muteal fafety, and the two companies are
now on tae moft friendly terms, and continue
to carry on their trade clofe to each other.

About two thoufand men are employed by

the



FUR TRADE .
the North-weft Company in their pofts in the

upper country. Thofe who are ftationed at

the remote trading pofts lead a very favage

life, but little better indeed than that of In-

dians: fome of them remain far up in the

country for four or five years together. The

head clerk or principal agent gpnerall/ marries

an Indian gul the daughier of iome eminent

chief, by whiciy he gains in a peculiar manner |
the affections of - the whole tribe, a matter of
great importance. Thele marriages, as may be

fuppofed, are not confidered as very binding

by the hufband ; but that is nothing in the

opinion of an Indian chicf, who readily brings

his fifter or daughizrto you; at the fime time

he can only be appeufed by blood if a perfon

attempts to take any improper hiberties with

his wife. Amoncii no people are the wives

more chafte, or more devoted to their huf-

bands.

Befides the furs and pelts conveyed down
to Montreal from the north-weflern parts
of the continent, by means of the Utawas
River, there are large quantities alfo brought
there acrofs the lakes, and down the River St,
Lawrence. Thefe are colleGed at the varicus
towns and pofts along the Lakes Huron, Erie,
and Ontario, where the trade is open to all
parties, the feveral pofts being protected by

regular troops, at the expence of the govern-
| ment.
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ment.  Aqdded Llicwile to what are 1hus col-
i:&:d bv the agents of the companv, and of
srivate meichants, there are confiderable quan-
tizies brought dowvn to Moentreal for fale by
traders, on their own account. Some of thefe
traders come irom parts as remote as the 1lli-
nois Country, bord:ring on the Mifliffippi.
They alcend the Miflillippi as far as Onifcon{-
ing itiver, and from that by a portage of three
miics get upon IFox Iniver, which falls into
Lake M1chxgan. In the fall of the year, as I
have before mentioned, thefe two rivers over-
flow, and 1t is then fometimes prociicable to
pafsinalizht canoc from one river to the other,
withoutany portage whatfoever. From Lake
Michigan they gec vpen Lake Huron, after-
vards upon Lake Erie, and {o on to the St.
Lawrence. Before the month of September is
over, the furs arc all brought down to Mon-
treal; as they arrive they are immediately
thipped, and the vetiels difpatched in O wober,
beyond which month it would bz dangerous
for them to remain in the river on account of
the fetting in of winter.

Furs ave alfo thipped in confiderable quan-
tities at Quebec, and at the town of Trois
Rivicres.  Thefe furs are brought down the
rivers that fall into the St. Lawrence, on the
north-fide, by Indians,

3
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Voyage to Quebec down the St. Lawrence.— A
Bateau preﬁ’fu,c to a Keel Bout—Town of
Sorclie ——S5rp-builliig there.— chrzpz‘zwz
of Lake St. Piﬂ‘re.—-Bcz/g‘/i‘m.———Cbarmz'ﬂg
Sccnery along the Banks of St. Lawrence,.—
In what refpetts it dijjers from the Scenery
along any oz‘ber River m dwmerica.—Canadian
Houfes.—Sketch of the Character and Man-
nersgf t/Je /qu Clajes of Canadiaivs.—Their
Superflition. — Ariccdate —St. Auguflin Gal-
vare.—.Arrive at Quedec.

Quebec, Auguf,

E remained in Montreal until the it
day of Auguft, when we {ct off in s ba-
teau for Quebec, about one hundred anl fixty
miles lower down the St. Lawrence. A b‘teau
Is a particular kind of boat, very generally uled
upon the large rivers and lakes in Cun"ﬁ
The bottom oflt is perfeétly flat, and cach end
is built very ﬂlarp, and e\(aé’dy alize. The
fides are about four feet hiizh, and for the con-
venience of the rowers, fom or five benches arc
laid acrofs, fometimes more, according to the
, lcngth of the bateau. It isavery heavy awk-

Wa;d fort of veficl, either for rowing or failing,
bat
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but it is preferred to a boat witha kcéel for two
verv obvious reafons; firft, becaufe it draws
lei’slwntcr, at the {fame time thut it carriesa larger
burthen ; and fecondly, becaufe it is much
{afer on lakes or wide rivers, where {torms are
frequent : a proof of this came under our ob-
fervation the day of our leaving Montreal. We
had reached a wide part of the river, and were
failing clong with a favourable wind, when
fuddenly the horizon grew very dark, and a
dreadful {torm arofe, accompanied with loud
peals of thunder and torrents of rain.  Before
the {ail could be taken in, the roes which held
it were {napped in pieces, and the waves began
to dafh over the fides of the bateau, though
the water had been quite fmooth five minutes
before. It was impoilible now to counteract
the force of the wind with oars, and the bateau
was confequently driven on fhore, but the bot-
tom of it being quite flat, it was carried
fmootiily upon the beach without fuftaining
any injury, and the men leaping out drew it
up on dry land, where we remained out of all
danger till the ftorm was over. A keel boat,
however, of the fame fize, could not have ap-
proached nearer to the fhore than thirty feet,
and there it would have ftuck faft in the fand,
and probably have been filled with water. From
being fitted up as it was, our bateau proved
tobea very pleafant conveyance: it was one of

" alarge
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joey

a large fize, and over the wideft part of it an
cilcloth awning was thrown, fupported by
hoops fimilar to the rcof of a wazgon : thusa
moft excellent cabin was formed farge enough
to contain half a dozen chrirs and a table, aﬂd
which, at the fame time that it afforded fhelter
from the inclemency of the weather, was any,
and fufficiently open to let us {ee all the beau-
ties of the profpect on each fhore to the
greateft advantage.

It was about eleven o’clock in the morning
when we left Montreal, and at ﬁ‘e in thc
afternoon we reached the town of Screlle,
fifteen leagues diftant. The current is very
ftrong the whole way between the two places.
Sorelle ftands at the mouth of the river of the
fame name, which runs from Lake Champlain
into the St. Lawrence. It was laid out aboutthe
year 1787, and on an'extenfive plan, with V"I‘j
wide ftreets and a large fquare, but at prefent
it contains only one hundred houfes, are all
very indifferent, and ftanding widely aluncer.
This is the only town on thc ‘»t Lawrence,

-

lith is the predominant language. ri he mhq«
bitants confift prmmpally of lo)/ alilks froe
United States, who took refuge in Conada
The chief bufinefs carried on here 18 that of
thip-building; there are feveral veflels annua} v

launched from fifty to two }*uxmxi tons bur-
' then ;

< IS
5
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then ; thefe arc floated dewwa to Quebec, and
there rirged. Ship-building is not carried on
to fo tuch alvaniage in Canada as mizlit be
imagined, «all thz bolts and other articles of
iron, the blccks, and the cordaze, being im-
ported : fo that what is gained by having ex-
cellent timber on the fpot is loft in bringing
over th