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COPIES of Lord Aylmer's DESPATCHES on 5th l\!Jarch 1834, audre,ssi::d 
to the Right Honourable EdwaTd Stanley, and of the 18th March 1335, 

addressed to the Earl of Aberdeen. 

-No. 1.-

Sir, Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 5 March 1834. 
IN my despatch of the 13th January, and of the 22d of the same month, 

I had the honour of reporting to you the opening of the Session of the Pro-' 
vindal Parliament of Lower Canada, on the 7th of January, and the failure 
of Mr. Bourdage's attempt to prevent the House of Assembly from proceeding 
to business, by reviving their Resolutions of last Session, to hold no further 
intercourse with me, in consequence of my refusal to sign a writ for the election 
of a Member of the House of Assembly, in place of the Honourable Dominique 
Mondelet, who had been deprived of his seat on the authority of a Resolution 
of the House, for having accepted the office of Executive Councillor. 

Immediately upon receiving the Address of the House of Assembly in f\o~ 
answer to my opening Speech, I sent down (on the 13th January) two mes- A. ~ 
sages, one relating to the financial difficulties of the Local Government, and ~ 
another communicating the views of His Majesty's Government regarding the -NO. ~ 
case of Mr. Mondelet; and on the following day (the 14th of January), I sept ~ ~ 
down another message to the House of Assembly, conveying the answer of 
His Majesty's Government to the Address of the House (transmitted towards 
the close of last Session), upon the subject of the Legislative Council. Copies 
of the three messages above mentioned will he found amongst the accompanying-
documents. 

Instead of proceeding at once to the consideration of the financial difficulties 
of the Local Government, which in obedience to the instructions received by 
me had been so urgently pressed upon their early attention, a call of the House 
was ordered for a distant day (the 15th of February), for the purpose of taking 
the state of the province into consideration. This proceeding appeared the 
more remarkable, from: the circumstance of a very considerable number of the 
Members being present in their places; very few, in fact, were absent when 
the call of the House was ordered. 

This delay in entering upon the consideration of a subject to which so much 
interest was attached by His Majesty's Government, and which, in fact, was of 
vital importance, was not calculated to create very sanguine expectations as 
to the disposition of the Home of Assembly to relieve the financial difficulties 
of the Local Government; it inspired me, on the contrary, with serious appre­
hensions for the result, which were not a little increased when, not many days 
afterwards, an Address was presented to me from the House of Assembly, pray­
ing for the issue of my warrant for 7,000 l. on account, towards defraying 
their contingent expenses. 

This eagerness to provide for their own wants, whilst the consideration even 
of those of the Government was deferred to a distant day, excited in my mind 
(I must confess) sinister suspicions as to the ultimate intentions of the House. 
I decided, therefore, to decline incurring any further responsibility in making 
the advance applied for; and without entering into the whole of my motives 
for doing so, in my answer to their Address, I assigned such as appeared to me 
sufficient to justify my refusal; . these will be found stated in my Message in ~~----
answer to the Address of the House of Assembly, to which I take leave to call ~ 
your particular attention, as well as to the Report of the Committee to which 
it was referred, because of the importance which has been attached to this sub-
ject by the House of Assembly, in the 92 Resolutions subsequently adopted by 
them. 

To have made a large advance by means of an accountahle warnlnt, to -,:elieye 
the Home of A:;~,embly from the presfure of engagements entcored into for tL.:.':r 
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own purposes, at a moment when the officers of Government were ~abouring 
under the most serious embarrassments, and some of them almost l~ a sta~e 
of destitution for want of the salaries to which they are justly entItled III 

remuneration of their services, appeared to me to be an act which would have 
justly exposed me to the reproach of having sacrificed their interests to an 
unmerited compliance with the wishes of the House of As~embly. . 

But this is not all. The House of Assembly had durmg the last SeSSIOn 
received upon their Addresses nearly the whole amount of th~ estim.ate of t~e~r 
contingent expenses for the year ending in O~tober 1833, whICh estlmate, l~ ~s 
to be observed is included in the general estImate of the expenses of the CIVIl 
o-overnment, a~d the administration of justice for that year still remaining to 
be provided for by legislative enactments; and it appears, moreover, by an 
official statement of the contingent expenses of the Assembly, published towards 
the close of last year, that the House had contracted engagements or incurred 
expenses to nearly the amount of the advance (7,000l.) above referred to, 
which statement included salaries and allowances not recognized by legal 
enactments, and which therefore could not have been admitted in any is::;ue 
made to the House; so that even supposing I could have felt justified in 

. waiving the objections stated in my answer to their address, and the other 
objections arising out of my regard for the interests of the public officers as 
above stated, I must have fallen at once into another difficulty, caused by the 
items of illegal salaries and appointments, included in the statement of the 
expenses of the House, unless (which my experience of the House of Assembly 
could hardly justify me in anticipating) they could have been induced to forego 
the right they have assumed to create offices, and to assign salaries and appoint­
ments upon their own single authority. 

Such were the circumstances under which I felt bound to withhold my war:.. 
rant for the issue of 7,000l. on the application of the House of Assembly. 
Their own Committee, in their Report (of which a copy is herewith transmitted), 
have clearly pointed out the course by which the House might at least have 
attempted the removal of my objections to a compliance with their wishes; but 
instead of adopting that course, the House have preferred adding this to the. 
mass of complaints contained in their 92 Resolutions, which I shall have occa­
sion to notice presently. 

In obedience to the Order for the call of the House, the names of the 
Members were called over on the 15th ultimo; three only were found absent, 
and those who answered to their names amounted to 83. Little business was 
done for some days, during which a long set of Resolutions were in preparation, 
which were on the 18th ultimo, to the number of 92, laid upon the table of 
the House. On the 19th the House in Committee proceeded to the consi­
deration of the Resolutions, when it was moved by Mr. Neilson, to substitute 
others in place of them: his motion was lost, however, by a large majority. 
The whole of the 92 Resolutions have been since passed in a Committee of the 

\{o, 6~ whole House, concurred in by the House, without amendment, and referred to 
___ -~:>~ a Committee, with instructions to draft an Address upon them, to the three 

branches of the Imperial Parliament. 
The division upon the question of concurrence in the House was 56 for and . h ' , 24 agamst t e Resolutions. 
It is a circumstance deserving notice, that Messrs. Neilson and Cuvillier, two 

of the .three .Members (the third, th~ Honourable D. B. Viger, now a Legislative 
CounCIllor, .IS. absent from the provmce) deputed to England in l828, to sup­
p~rt .the p~tltlOns.,addresse~ t~ the Imperial Parliament by the people of this 
pIOVll1Ce, voted wuh the mmontv. 

I han" now the honour of traiIsmitting a copy of these 92 Resolutions. but 
before I proceed. to offer any ob~ervations upon them, I cannot avoid poi~tino­
~ut to your ~?~lC_~ the extraordinary change which has taken place in the sen~ 
tnnents and"\ ";~ ,\ C:! of the House of &ssembly of Lower Canada ·th· th I fc" -, . . 1 ~ ~ , WI In east 

c .\ )ems, as more partlcmarly appears by their Resolutions upon th d t h 
ofY t G d . 1 f 1 1-,' f e espa c 

. ~. ___ Iscoun 0 erICll, o~ t le ltD 0 July 1831 a copy of whO h R 1 t· 
----- d·-'·:-'-,c' " H11 ~l'·T b 1 '31 .., . .,' IC eso u IOns 

"l" '~- l,;~c_~"lcr""",:L~'n< ~v~m er ~ ,1.5 .iler~'Ti~Ll trans:uitted, commencing with the fol~ 
':~\_-~-= :',aL). Re~olved, That thIS House Vlews with sentimentn of ft d 
~he. g7~lClOl1.:;' ~<':~)r23~::1011S of His :.\Iaie.sty's paternal regard (' ~ tl~ grlf a I u e 
,}r,»-., __ , c'-'-' of '-", ~- 1, ,'_ ._ l' J , - TO.1 Ie we _are and 
<",~t<~"C ;:-" "l~ ,~ Ll,j.i'CClS I~ ~msdP:'o"lnce, and the proofs of a just and liberal 
t, CL l~_~L " _ ':~L cne;u, con~~,I:le . III the despatch of His Ma· est's p. . 
::3,-ClCtll~' of ·~·:_ace 101' the cOlOmal Department, dated the 7thJJul~ last;~n~~~al 

The 



TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE EDWARD STANLEY. 5 

The whole tenor of the 92 Resolutions now transmitted is unhappily not 
only at variance with the Resolutions above referred to, but is calculated to 
excite at a distance the most lively apprehensions for the tranquillity of the 
province, which I am eager to anticipate with the assurance that no just 
grounds exist for entertaining any such apprehensions. 

When a grave and deliberative body like the House of Assembly, representing 
a population exceeding half a million of persons, expresses its hatred of the 
order of things to which it owes its political existence, and of the authorities 
entrusted with the management of its affairs, in violent and vituperative lan­
guage, which would hardly be recorded in the proceedings of a tumultuous 
popular meeting, acting under the influence of highly excited feelings, it will 
very naturally be inferred that the whole population of the province must be 
in a most alarming state of agitation, and that the language of the House of 
Assembly is but an echo of the sentiments of the people loudly and vehemently 
expressed from one end of the country to the other. 

It affords me great satisfaction, however, to be able to assure you, that the 
very reverse of this is the fact. The people of the province are everywhere 
perfectly tranquil; and I have no knowledge of any public meetings having 
taken place in connexion with the proceedings of the House of Assembly, 
although efforts have not been wanting to accomplish that object. 

The vehemence of feeling which breathes throughout the 92 Resolutions of 
the House of Assembly is confined to the walls of that Assembly, and to a very 
limited numbe!; of individuals in certain parts of the country. 

The main object which the House of Assembly appear to have in view, is to 
get rid of the constitution granted to this province by the wisdom of the British 
Parliament in the year 1791, in order to be at liberty to undertake the search 
after some other form of government better suited, as they pretend, to the 
wishes, manners and social habits of the people. 
. It would, I apprehend, be foreign to my duty, as the King's serVant, deputed 
by His Majesty to administer the Government of this province according to the 
laws now in force, to follow the House of Assembly beyond the limits of the 
constitution; but it is necessary that I should notice the salient points of their 
Resolutions, in so· far as they affect the local administration of the province, 
for the purpose of furnishing such facts and explanations as may be necessary 
to lead to a just estimate of the statements they contain. These points may 
be classed under eleven heads, which shall be considered separately, as follows: 

1. The Legislative Council. 
2. The Executive Council. 
3. The Waste Lands of the Crown. 
4. The case of Mr. Mondelet. 
5. The Interference of the Military Force at Elections. 
6. The Canada Tenures Act. 
7. Control of the Revenue. 
S. Withholding Public Documents by the Executive during the present 

Session. 
9., Payments made by the Executive without lawful Authority. 

10. Contingent Expenses of the House of Assembly . 
. 11. Misconduct of Public Officers. 

I. The Legislative Council. 
\ 

Since the date of the Report of the Committee of the House of Commons 
upon the affairs of the Canadas, the recommendations of which Committee have 
until a late period been constantly invoked by the House of Assembly of Lower 
Canada, as containing remedies for the various evils of which they complain, 
and amongst others the composition of the Legislative and Executive Councils, 
the former of these bodies (the Legislative Council) has undergone important 
changes, all tending to render it more and more independent of the Crown thah 
it was at the IJeriod above referred to. This fact is fully established by the 
following statement: . 
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Two Le~slative Councillors, puisne judges of the court of ~ing's Ben~h for 
~~~ the distric~ of Quebec (Messrs. Kerr and B?we~), have abstamed fro.m.sltt~ng 

.______--- and voting in the Legislative Cou~cil, ~n bemg Infonned. of ~he dete! I~llnatI~n 
of His Majesty not to appoint pUIsne Judges to be LegIslatIve CounCIllors m 

future. . 1 . C '1 b nt The following additions have been made to the LegiS atIve ounCl su seque 
to the period above referred to, namely, 

Messrs. the Honourable 
1. S. Hatt. 
2. D. B. Viger *. 
3. Louis Guy *. 
4. George Moffatt. 

1. R. de St. Ours *. 
2. Peter M'Gill. 
3. John Molson. 
4. M. P. de Sales Laterriere *. 
5. F. X. Malhiot *. 
6. J. Desaulles "'. 
7. B. Joliette *. 
8. P. de Rocheblave "'. 
9. R. Harwood. 

10. A. Couillard *. 
11. Horatio Gates. 
12. R. Jones. 
13. J. Baxter. 
14. Frs. Quirouet *. 

Appointed during the 
administration of Sir 
James Kempt. 

Appointed during 
the administration 
of Lord Aylmer. 

In all 18; of whom 10 (their names are marked by an asterisk) are of French 
origin, or as they are usually styled in this province (unhappily, I think, as 
tending to keep up national distinction), French Canadians, to distinguish them 
from Canadians of a different origin. 

Not one of those 18 gentlemen holds office, or is in any way connected with 
OT dependent upon the Government of the Province. 

The actual state of the Legislative Council is as follows: it consists of 35 
Members, taken from the most opulent and respectable classes of society, of 
various origin, in different parts of the province, of whom seven only hold office, 
including their speaker (the chief justice of the Province), and the Lord Bishop 
of Quebec, who is rarely present at the deliberations of the Council. 

It would be difficult perhaps to find in any British Colony a legislative body 
more independent of the Crown than the Legislative Council of Lower Canada; 
and so far am I from possessing, as the King's representative, any influence 
there, that I will not conceal that I have on more than one occasion regretted 
the course adopted by the counciL But whilst I make this confession I will 
not deny but I have, ~n the contrary, much satisfaction in avowing that I 
repose great confidence III that branch of the Colonial Legislature; it is a con­
fidence derived from my knowledge of the upright, independent and honourable 
character of the great majority of those who compose it, and of their firm and 
unalterable attachment to His Majesty's person and Government and to the 
constitution of the colony as by law established. ' 

My sentiments regarding the present Legislative Council are not of recent date 
or displaye~ now to serve the purpose ~f the moment; they are already recorded 
more fully III my despatch of the 21 th of March 1833 upon the Address of 
the Ho~se ?f Assemb:y to J:Iis Majesty of the 20th of J\1arch 1833, to render 
the LegIslatIve CounSll e~ectIve, or to do away with it altogether; and to that 
despatch I now take tne lIberty of referring. 

2. The Executive Council . 

. In e~umerating t~e changes which have taken place in the Executive Coun­
cil, I Will refer, as ~n the case of the Legislative Coullcil, to the date of the 
Report of the. Comlllittee of the House of Commons en the affairs o{Canada. 

The ~olloWIng are the changes alluded to as having occurred subsequent to 
that perIOd. 

The 
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The chief-justice of the province (chairman) - - - Resigned. 
The Hon. Mr. Hale, receiver-general of the province . - Resigned. 
The Hon. MI'. Justice Kerr, puisne judge of the court of . 

King's Bench for the (listrict of Quebec, and judge 
surrogate of the court of Vice Admiralty - - - Withdrawn. 

The appointments and recommendations for appointments, subsequent to 
the period above referred to, are as follows; namely, 

1. L. J. ~apineau, speaker of the House of Assembly -} Recommended. 
2. J. N edson - - - - - - - - d' h d , urmgtea-
3. P. Panet - - - - - - - "- .. . f mllllstratlOn 0 
4. Dam. Mondelet - - - - - - - L d A 1m 
5. Hugues Heney _ _ _ _ _ _ _ or y er. 

Of the above-named gentlemen, Messrs Papineau and Neilson, for reasons 
assigned by them, respectfully declined the honour intended by His Majesty, 
of appointing them to be Members of the Executive Coullcil. 

The Hon. P. Panet took is seat and assisted at the deliberations of the 
Executive Council, until removed to the bench as a puisne judge for the district 
of Quebec. 

The Hon. Mr. Mondelet is now an executive councillor, and has been de­
prived of his seat as a member of the House of Assembly by a resolution of 
the House, in consequence of his acceptance of that office. 

And the Hon. Mr. Heney, now an executive counci~lor, is also a law clerk of 
the House of Assembly. 

Four of the five gentlemen above named are of French origin, and it is 
a circumstance worthy of notice with reference to the complaints of the House 
of Assembly, of the" vicious composition" (as they allege) of the Executive 
Council, that these gentlemen were all members of the House of Assembly, 
and all belonged to what is termed the popular or Canadian party in that 
House. 

I have already, in the several communications which I have had the honour 
of addressing to the Secretary of State for the Colonial Department, of the 
following dates, 15th July 1831, No. 61; 5th May 1832, No. 39, and 13th 
December 1832, No. 103 (and to which I now take the liberty to refer), taken 
occasion to remark upon the functions of the Executive Council, and upon the 
difficulty of obtaining the services of competent persons as Members of it, if 
the principle of excluding those holding other offices is to be acted upon; and 
I will therefore only observe, generaHy, upon the present occasion, that it 
appears to me highly desi:rable that the Executive Council should be divested 
of its functions as a Court of Appeals, but that it should Rtill continue to 
be a board of final audit of public accounts, assisted by a subordinate board of 
audit, the establishment fa which would render the two distinct, and often 
conflicting, officers of inspector-general and auditor-general of accounts no 
longer necessary. 

This subject has been already under the consideration of the Provincial 
Legislature, in furtherance of the recommendation of Viscount Goderich, com­
municated in his Lordship's despatch of the 1st of December 1830, and Bills 
have passed the House of Assembly, in each of the three last Sessions, for the 
establishment of a board of audit; but having lJ2en amended by the Legislative 
Council, these Bills have been ultimately lost, in consequence of the inter­
ference of the House of Assembly Wit11 the prerogative of the Crown, in 
naming in the body of the Bills the individuals (selected by the House) to 
compose the board, . providing for their holding office during good behaviour, 
and for their removal from office on the single address of the House of As~ 
sembly. 

3. The lVaste Lands ~f the Crown. 

The" fraudulent al1d illegal mal1nel;" in which the waste lands of the Crown are 
asserted by the HO'.1se of Assembly to have been disposed of, appears to have no 
reference to dates; so that probably the charge embraces a long series of years, 
and certainly cannot be made to apply to the present time, since the governor of 
the province has not the power, such at least has beeri the: rule ever since I have 
administered the government of it, to grant a single acre of the Crown lands with~ 
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'" out the authority of the Secretary of State, previously obtained, or under regulations 
sanctioned by His Majesty's Governm~nt. As to the complaints ?f the House of 
Assembly, with reference to the estabh5hr~ent of ~ land company III England, and 
the transfer to that company of an extensIve portIOn of those lands, I have only 
this observation to offer, that the right of the Crown to the disposal of the .waste 
lands of the province, is a right acquired by conquest and confirmed by treaties. 

4. The case of Mr. Mondelet. 

The alleged interference of the Exe~utive ?overn~ent ?f the province with the pri­
vileaes of the House of Assembly, dUrIng the !ast SeSSIOn, III the case of Mr. Mondelet. 
Thi~ subject of complaint having been disposed of by His Majesty's Government, 
I will only here take the liberty of referring to the dates of my several despatches 
in relation to it, which with their accompanying documents will be found to contain 
ample information on that subject, as follows : November 29th 1832, NO.1 00; 
December 27th 1832, No. 105; March 20th 1833, No. 27· 

5. The interference of the Military force at Elections. 

The interference of the military force at elections, by which I apprehend is 
meant the employment of the military force, under the directions of the civil autho­
rities in the suppression of a riot, which took place at Montreal? in the Month of 
May 1832, at the time when an election was going forward of a representative for 
the west ward of that city. 

This, as well as the foregoing subject of complaint, on the part of the House of 
Assembly, having been already disposed of by His Majesty's Government, it will 
perhaps be sufficient merely to refer to the dates of my several despatches in rela­
tion to it, as follows; namely, 31st May 1832, No. 43; 6th June 1832, No. 46; 
7th June 1832, separate; 7th September 1832, No. 76; 24th September 1832, 
No. 82. 

It is, however, worthy of remark, that the House of Assembly has been engaged 
in a most laborious investigation of this subject during the whole of the last and 
present Sessions; and it is generally supposed that few, if any, witnesses 
have even yet been examined in disculpation of the parties implicated by the 
House; at all events, it is certain that the Committee of the whole House, which 
has been so engaged, have not yet made their report, and yet the subject of this 
solemn inquiry, still pending, is described in the Resolutions of the House of 
Assembly as "a sanguinary execution of the citizens by the soldiery." 

6. The Canada Tenures Acto 

,It mu~t be, taken for granted that this subje~t w~s well and duly considered by 
HIS lVlaJesty s Government before recommendIng It to the consIderation of the 
Imperial Parliament: I will t}-~eref?re only ~ake the liberty of observing, that having 
been no\~ for a consIderable tIme m .0peratIOn, the effects of the Tenures Act have 
become mterwoven ~o a ~egree which mus~ unayoidably increase every day with 
the concerns of the mhabltants of t~e pr~vmce m relation to their property; and 
that the observance of extreme cautIOn ~Ill therefore be necessary in making any 
attempt to alter or modify its provisions. 

7· Control if the Re'Venue. 

~ have only to remark, under this head, that the House of Assembl assert 
~ n~ht to control the whole of the revenue raised in the province, withou?exce t-
109 the produce of the sales of the Crown lands, and of licences to cut timber. p 

S. lYithholding Public Documents by the Executi'Ve during the present Session. 

Amongst the accompanying documents will be found a statement of the sub 
. y' ~ stances of addresses of the House of Assembly and of an d . 

"0'~.:,,,,- • h ,y answers presente to 
.,/ .. ~ me, SlllC~ t .e commencen:ent of the present Session, praying for information u on 

vanous ::;ubJects of local mterest. They are 25 in number to 11 f h· h C P 
able answers h b d ' a 0 w Ie Javour-, ave een returne , excepting four instances in w' . h C' 
whIch I am prepared t t t ·f . ,me , lor reasons 
. 0 s a e I necessary, the mfon;nation sought for was denied. 

But 
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But I must positively deny the truth of the assertion of the House of ,Assembly, 
that I have refused to interfere in cases where public officers have wIthheld ~as 
they allege) inform:ltion when required to furnish it. The opportunity of dOIng 
so has never been afforded me, since I have no knowledge through the means of 
any regular and Parliamentary communication of any such information having 
been withheld; nor do I believe it has been in fact withheld, but that, on the con­
trary, the public officers examined before the Committees of th~ House of ~sse~bly, 
have sbown the greatest readiness, as in duty bound, to furm::;h the desired mfor­
mation. Some (as I have been told) have very properly declined divesting them­
selves, without authority from the Executive Government, of the public documents 
in their charge, produced for the inspection of the Committees of the House of 
Assembly, for the purpose of leaving them in the hands of those Committees; and 
it is very obvious, that if the practice, which the House of Assembly appears 
desirous of establishing, were to obtain, a large portion of the public documents of 
the province would be transferred during an entire session to the Committee~rooms 
of the House of Assembly, to the great interruption of the ordinary business of the 
departments concerned, to say nothing of the risk of loss or damage to the docu­
ments themselves whilst in possession of the COfllmittees. 

g. Payments made by the Executive without lawful Authority. 

It is asserted by the House of Assembly, in their seventieth resolution, that 
since the last Session of the Provincial Parliament, the Governor-in-chief of the 
province aud the Members of the Executive Government have, without any lawful 
authority, paid large sums out of the public revenue, subject to the control of the 
House. 

The payments here alluded to are evidently those which have been made during 
the last year, of part of the salaries of public officers, and on account of other 
public services, in pursuance of the instructions of His Majesty'~ Government, 
and under the authority of the existing laws of the province; no other payments 
have been made out of the public funds, excepting one connected with the public 
health, which has been sanctioned without hesitation by the House of Assembly 
during the present Session. 

~ n. Contingent Expenses of the House of Assembly. 

An application for the issue of a warrant for 7,000 l. during the present Session, 
towards defraying the contingent expenses of the House of Assembly, refused by 
the Governor. This subject has been noticed in the foregoing part of this 
despatch, to which it more properiy belongs. 

11. Jylisconduct if Public Officers. 

The misconduct of public officers in the discharge of their duty. The whole­
sale assertions (if I may be permitted to use the expression) of the House of 
Assembly, imputing corrupt motives, and misconduct in the discharge of their 
duty, to persons in authority in the province, can only be met, in their present 
shape, by a general and unqualified contradiction. 

I have already noticed the communications made to the House of Assembly, in 
pursuance of your instructions; first, in my speech at the opening of the Session, 
and afterwards by mesHage~ regarding the financial difficulties of the Local Govern­
ment, caused by the failure of the Supply Bill of last year. It is with much regret 
that I have now further to report that, for the result of these communications, 
I have only to refer to the g2d resolution of the House of Assembly, whicb directs 
that my message of the 13th of January, relating to the Supply Bill (along with 
otbers therein mentioned), shall be expunged from their journals. 

This matter having been thus unceremoniously disposed of by the House of 
Assembly, it now devolves upon His Majesty's Government to provide for the 
exigencies of the public service in this province. ~o~ 

The accompanying memoranda, in which all details that appeared to be unne-~ ~ 
cessary have been avoided, will, I hope, be found to contain sufficient information ~~ 
for that purpose. ~ 

I cannot here avoid most earnestly to solicit the early attention of His l\Iaje~ty's 
Government to this important subject; for O1..:r daily increasing difficulties are such 
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as to excite lively apprehensions for the very existe~ce of ~he King's ~overnmeni 
in the province, from the want of means to carryon Its ordmary operatIOns. 

The salaries of some of the public officers are no\~ 10. months, .a?d of othe~s 
13 months, in arrear. To alleviate in some degree their dIstress, ansmg from thIs 
unprecedented circumstance, I purpose making a similar advance to that autho­
rized by your despatch of the 6th of June 1833, No. 13, to be charged upon ~he 
same funds beina those which are at the disposal of the Crown towards defraymg 
the expens~s of the civil government and the administration of justice. But this 
can only prove a temporary relief; and unless speedily followed by ~he payment 
of the balance due on account of their salaries, will not effectually reheve the dis-
tresses of the public officers. . . . 

Without entering further than has been already done mCIdentally, m the fore­
going part of this despatch? into the various subjects of complaint against m>,sel~. 
interspersed throughout the 92 resolutions ?f the House of Ass~mbly, I t~mk It 
necessary to make one brief remark in relatIOn to the 85th resolutIOn, wherem the 
House of Commons is called upon to bring and to support impeachments against 
me before the House of Lords, which is this: that, whenever called upon by 
competent authority, I shall be found prepared to defend my administration of the 
government of this province, at all points and upon the shortest notice, against 
any specific and intelligible charges that may be brought against it 

But I hasten to quit this subject, for the guilt or innocence of an individual is 
of little importance compared with the great interests of the ·province now at 
stake; and I take leave most anxiously and earnestly to beseech His Majesty's 
Government to consider, that to whatever causes the present state of Lower 
Canada may be truly ascribed, whether to vices in the administration of its affairs 
past and present, to the disappointed ambition of factious and evil designing men, 
or to other causes inherent in the structure of its society, this at least is certain, 
that the affairs of this noble province have been brought into such a condition,. 
that unless the Imperial Parliament can be induced to interpose its supreme autho­
rity in relieving the Local Government from the difficulties with which it is 
encompassed, and in providing against the recurrence of them hereafter, the autho­
rity of the King's Government in the province must be virtually extinguished, and 
the institutions of the country set adrift under the guidance of those heads in which 
the 92 resolutions of the House of Assembly were engendered. 
Th~ ~isrespectfu] reception given to .His Majes.ty's gracious communications, by 

the eXlstmg House of Assembly on vanous occaSIOns, has not escaped the notice 
or the animadversions of His Majestts Government, and the same marked dis­
respect is t.o be traced in certain proceedings of th~t assembly regarding myself; 
the~e certamly would have drawn from me approprIate remarks in my communi­
catIOns to the House of Assembly, had I not been withheld by important con­
siderations arising out of the peculiar circumstances of the colony. 

The true character o.f the dominant party in the House of Assembly has long 
been kn~wn to me, and I have alwa~s been. thoroug?ly persuaded that it was only 
by suffenng that party to pursue~ WIthout mterruptIOn, the headlong career upon 
which they had ente~ed, t~lat their s~hemes would be fully developed and mad~ 
ap~arent to the pu~hc; tIme and patIence alone were wanting to bring about this 
des~rable result, whIch at lengt~ has been accomplished through the means of 
theIr own acts. The party whrch has so long a-overned the House of Assembl 
may now be seen by all in their true colours. I:> In their 92 resolutions and th~ 
addresses of the House of Assembly, founded upon those resolutions t'h h 
t d th . t' h' h . , ey ave 
rac.e elr own por r~It, W I? IS now h~ld. up by themselves to the view of His 
MaJest~ and.t~e Im[Jenal Parliament. ThIS lS enough; one single touch by anoth 
hand mIght Injure the resemblance. er 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) Aylmer. 

P. S.- I take the liberty of calling to your recollection th t th p 
liament of Lower Canada, which was convened in th ' ath feOPresbent ar~ 

h d . f H' l' e mon 0 eto er 1830 upon t e emlse 0 IS ate MaJestv will expire und th . . , 
stitutional Act of 179 1 , in the month of Octobe; next e prOVISIOns of the Con .... 

(signed) A. 

Enclcsure 
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Enclosure 1, in NO.1-

MESSAGE to the HOUSE of ASSEMBLY, relative to the failure of the SUPPLY BILL 
of last Year. 

THE Governor-in-chief, in the speech with which he opened the present Session, apprised 
~he Ho~se of Assembly that it would be his duty to make a special communication to them, 
In r~lat!on to the inconvenience which has been experienced in carrying on the public 
service In consequence of the failure of the Supply Bill for the financial year ending in the 
month of October last. He now has to inform the House that, although the inconvenience 
aJJuded to has been mitigated to a certain extent by the application of funds at the disposal 
of the, Crown, the d!iitress of the public officers, arising from the nonpayment of the salaries 
to ~hlCh they are Justly entitled in remuneration of their services, and the deficiency of 
aVall,a~le m~ans towards carrying on the public service in other important branches of tbe 
ad~llllstratlOnj have at length brought the local government into such straits and diffi­
cult~es, that unle~s speedily relieved through the intervention of the Legislature, the King's 
~e~vlce and the lOterests of the province must inevitably be exposed to great and serious 
lDJUIJ: In ?rder to make the House of Assembly acquainted with the extent to which 
provIsions Will be r~quired on account of the service of the financial year ending in October 
]as~, the accompanymg statement has been drawn up, exhibiting the several items of the 
estimates sent ~own to the House during the last session, the amount since paid on 
account of each Item, and the balance now remaining to be provided for. 

The funds appropriated by acts of the Provincial Legislature, and others at the disposal 
of the Crown, for the support of the civil government and the administration of justice, 
which have been resorted to for the payments already made, are the following, namely: 

Annual aid to His Majesty, by the Provincial Act 35th Geo. 3. 
Proceeds of - - - ditto - - ditto - - 41st Geo. 3. 
Casual and territorial revenue. 

Having thus far fulfilled his duty in laying before the House of Assembly the wants and 
difficulties of the executive government, the Governor-in-chief !lOW informs the House, that 
having transmitted to the Secretary of State a copy of the Supply Bill, as it passed the 
Assembly, and was afterwards rejected by the Legislative Council, he has been instructed 
to point out the constitutional objections to which that Bill is liable. 

The various conditions which require that certain officers should not be members of the 
executive or legislative councils, ,must be considered (in parliamentary language) "Tacks," 
the effect of which is to introduce changes in the laws by the decision of a single branch of 
the legislature. To tack to a bill of supply demanded by the exigencies of the State, a clause 
or enactment not properly connected with it, in order to compel the Crown or the upper 
house to make their choice between the loss of the supply with all the consequent mischiefs 
on the one hand, or the adoption of a measure which they disapprove on the other, is 
a practice which, though formerly attempted in the mother country, has long since discon­
tinued, as dIrectly tending to wrest from the King and the peers their share in the general 
legislation of Parliament. 

Therefore, had the consideration of the very serious inconvenience sustained from the 
loss of the Supply Bill, induced the Legislative Council to sanction the bill of last year, in 
the form in which it left the House of Assembly, the Governor-in-chief bas been- given to 
understand that His Majesty could not have been advised to give his sanction to the enact-
ment. , 

Nevertheless, the Governor-in-chief has been directed to express to the House of As ... 
sembly the readiness of His Majesty's Government to co-operate in rendering all public 
functionaries as independent as possible; but at the same time to mark the necessity for 
such provisions taking place by enactment, and not by resolution of one branch of the 
legislature. 

Castle of S1. Lewis, } 
Quebec, 13 J anuaTY 1834. 

Enclosure 2, in No. L 

MESSAGE to the HOUSE of ASSEMBLY, relative to the expulsion of Mr. Mondelet 
during the last Session. 

Tow ARDS the close of the last Session, an Address from the House of Assembly was 
presented to the Governor-in-chief, praying that he would be pleased to communicate to 
the House the circumstances and reasons which had retarded the execution of the warrant 
for the issuing of a writ for the e!e?tion of a representative for the county of Montreal, in 
the place of the Honourable Domllllque Mondelet, Esq.; whose seat was declared vacant by 
the House on the 21 st of November 1832. 

In answer to that address, the Governor-in-chief commullicated to the House the fact 
of his having withheld his signature to the said writ, stating some of the motives which 
influenced him on tbat occasion, derived from the proceedings of the House ilself in 
regard to the vacating of tbe seats of members who should accept office under Govern .. 
ment; and the Governor-in-chief informed the House of Assembly that the subject of their 

392• B 2 address 



12 LOWER CANADA :-DESPATCH FROM LORD AYLMER 

address had been referred by him to His Majesty's Government, praying for instructions for 
his o-uidance which when received should be communicated to the House. The Governor­
in-Slief llo~v'inform5 the House of Assembly, that in answer to his reference he has received 
from the Se~retary of Stae;': a despatch, fr~ll1 which ~he foll()win,C: extract in relation to the 
casc of Mr. l'vlondeJet is transmitted for the iuformatlon of the House. -

" I am in tbe first place to signify to you my entire ,approbation of your Lordship'~ cO,n­
duct in declining to affix your name to the new writ for the ejection of a member tor tne 
county of Monlrpal in the rool11 of Mr. Monclelet, whose se<:t h~cI been declared ~acant by 
a vote of the House of Assembly. 'Were I disposed to qualtfy In any measure thiS appro­
bation, it would be to express my reg:ret that an extl;eme, though not unnatural degree of 
caution should have led YOll to acquamt the House tnat you had referred the matter to the 
consideration of the Secretary of Slate; and tltat sanctiuned by the opinions and advice of 
those whom you bad very properly consulted, you should not have at once taken upon 
yourself to announce the decision which your own knowledge of the British constitution 
had led you so correctly to form. h is unnecessary for me to comll1ent upon the tone and 
language adopted by the Huus~ of Assembly,. in which. tbey pres,lIme y~ dictate to the' 
Kinu's representative the occasIOn and the penod at willch, 10 tbelr OPll1IOtl, he ought to 
exer~ise the royal prerogative of dissolution, and bold forth the menace of cea~itl&' to com­
municate with bim, 'until he shall have made reparation for a breach of theIr rights and 
privileges.' My present purpose is to eXlJress the sentiments of the King's Government as 
to the assumption by the House of Assembly'of ' rights and privileges' wllOlly repugnant' 
to the practice and principle of Parliament, and incompatible with the maintenance of the 
British constitution. Such an assullJption, I have no hesitation in declaring, tbe claim on 
the part of the assembly to vacate the seat of Mr. Mandelet, in pursuance of a forced con­
struction of a resolution of their own House, notwithstanding the' surprise' which they 
express, that your Excellency should not have known 'that your signature to a writ of 
election was simply ancl purely <1 mini~terial act.' . 

" That your Lonhhip' would not, except upon weighty considerations, desire to limit the 
authority of the House of Assembly over its own members, is sufficiently apparent from 
your not having hesitated to sign tbe warrant for a new writ, upon tbe expulsion of lVIr. 
Christie, a proceeding upon tile merits of which I am not called IIp.on) ancl feel no desire to 
I:'xpress any opinion. l\ssuming tbat the powers of the House of Assembly are ill all 
~'espects not only analogous, but equal to those of tbe British House of Commons, 1 deem 
It not. only d~fficult b.ut uns~fe to ~tt.empt to pre~cr~be the ,bounds within which such a body 
should exercise the ught of restrall11llg and pUOIshmg tbell' own members; and to the dis­
cretio.n of the Hous~ of Commons it bas been well and wisely left, by the practice of the 
COn51!tutlOn, to deCide upon the degrees of criminality in a member which should call fur 
tbe 111g~lest degree of punishment in their power to inflict, the disgrace of expulsion as 
unwortl~J: to belong t<;> tbeir body. But as the prudence of the House of Commons has. 
~arely, .if ever, "per1ll1tted them to carr.y .to a faul~y ~xtreme this power, thus wisely left 
wdefilllte, so tbeIr knowledge of the Bntlsh constItutlOl1 and of what was due to the pri­
vileges of,the other branches of the Legislature, has preserved them from the fatal error 
of arrogating to themselves the monstrous right of giving to their resolutions the force 
of law. 
, "The ,House of Comm?ns undoubte?ly possesses, and exercises every day the right of 
lll,terprellug and expoundlI~g by res.olutlOns of its own the laws which regulate the riO'hts 
of cand Idates and electors In cert~m cases, and accord ing to certain forms, which th~lU­
sel~es are re~ul~ted, not by resolutIOn" but by Act. of Parliament;. but it neither possesses 
nor has ever clall1leti to possess any rIght, authonty or power, Without the consent f t" 
'Crown and the House of Peers, to make laws relatinu- either to the qualificatl·on or d? ne. 
l'fi' f I d' ~ Isqua­
i .callon 0 , e ectors or can Idates, or rat~er to ~ffect .th~ir object by resolutions onl • 

Examples ale numerous and of rece~lt dat,e, 111 whlCn restnctlons analogous to those sou ~t 
lor by the House of Assel1lbly have been unposed by tbe authority of Parliament, but tI~e 
have alw~lYs been by bdl, and have never been sought to be obtained b resolutio f hY 
House ot Commons. y ns 0. t e 

" Tbat so extravagant an assumption should be made by a body l'lke tl H f C 11 . t d . I . . 1e ouse 0 am-
mons, we acquam e wit 1 Its own rights and equally acquainted w'lth tl .' I f b . t bId .' 1e llg lts 0 ot ers 
IS not 0 . e conte.mp ~t~ _ ; .but I believe I am warranted in saving that if the S k . ' 
the exerCIse of hiS mInlsterml capacity ~bolllcl be called u o· t . pea er, lU 

I 
' . 'c P 11 0 Issue a warrant fo 

e ectlOn, ill consequence of a meillber beinn- unseated b an ill I, ' r a new 
would devolve upon the Lord Chancellor to t"'ake not' Yf tl ega resoflutlon, the duty 

. d' I Ice 0 Ie cause 0 the va 
recIte 111 t 1e warrant, and on the ground of illeaality to ref ffi. ! cancy, as 
the llew writ, as your Lordship has in this case '" I use ~o a x t ~e Great Seal to 
to the issuing of the Wflrrant The House fVA

ery 
pro bPI er.yddecdlllled to give your sanctioll 

I · I I L. • U ssem y 10 ee app a f' h 
w llC I t ley clmmed to be at least doubtf I d I I h I her, lOm t e course 
d I

' u, an a t 10Uo- ave assumed tl I . 
espatc I, that the case of Mr. Mandelet fell stricti ~1thin h > 1r?ug lOut ~hls 

I cannot but say that the instance, so far as I collect itle case / e te~ms ot their resol~tlon, 
to me. by your Lordship, appears to have bee t f 10m tl e documents furmshed 
experIment of their right. 11 mas un ortunate y selected for the first 

'." ~ our Lordship will understand me as separatin alto eth h . . 
prlnClple, that persons accepting office of em 1 g d g I er t e Justice of the general 
to the judgment of their constituents "rom thO umle~t un er t le crown should be subiected 
b· b l' , I: e c aim set up by tb bl J 

o ~ect y t 1elr own mere resolution' "d h'l r e assem y to effect this . b' f , ... n W I e am happ t 
<lppro atlo~l o. your Lordship's refusal to san t' I ' Y 0. ~xpress my complete 

c IOn a c aim so subverSIve of the balance of 

the 
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the.con.stitution, and ultimately so dangerous to the liberty of the subject,' I shall defer 
unld aJut~re occasion the expression of my opinion as to the propriety o~ as~enting to 
an Ac~ WhlCb may be passed by the Legislature of Lower Canada, tor carrYlOg IOto effect 
the object of subjecting Members, accepting office under the Crown, to a new election." 

_ Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 13 January 1834. 

Enclosure 3, in No.1-

MESSAGE to the HOUSE of ASSEMBLY on the subject of their Address to the King, 
during the last Session, praying His Majesty to sanction a National Convention. 

THE Governor-in-chief communicates to the House of AssembJy for its information, 
an extract from a despatch, addressed to him by the Secretary of State-for the Colonial 
Department, in answer to tbe petition of the House, addressed to the King, which by 
,desire of the House was transmitted to the Secretary of State during tile last session, for 
the purpose of being laid at the foot of the throne. 

" I have ?Iso laid before the King the addresF> of the House of Assembly. I cannot 
pass over tblS document without observation. The object of thisaduress is to pray His 
Majesty to s~\nction a n"tional convention of the people of Canada, for the purpose of 
sl1perseding the legislntive authorities, and taking into their consideration in which of two 
modes the constitution of Lower Canada shall be altogether destroyed, whether by the 
introduction of the elective principle, or by the entire abolition of the Legislative Council. 
On the mode proposed, His Majesty is willing to put no harsher construction than that of 
extreme inconsiderateness: to the object sought to be obtained, His M.1jesty can never be 
advised to assent, as det'ming it inconsistent with the very existence of monarchical institu­
tioll'. To every measure which may secure tbe independence aud raise the character of 
the Legislative Council, His M,ljesty will be most ready to assent. In 1828, a Committee 
of the House of Commons carefully investigated tbe grievances alleged by the inhabitants 
of the Canadas, and alllong them the constitution of the Legislative Council was a matter 
of serious deliberation. The Committee reported that one of tbe most important subjects to 
which their inquiries had been directed was, the state of the Legislative Council in both of the 
Canadas, and the manner in which those assemblies bad answered the purposes for which 
they were instituted. The Committee strongly recommended that a more independent 
character should be given to those bodies, that tbe majority of their members should !lot 
consist of persons holding offices at the pleasure of the Crown, and tbat any other measures 
that might tend to connect more intimately that branch of the Co6stitulion with the 
interests oftbe colonies would be attended with tbe greatest advantage. With respect 
to the judges, with the exception only of the chief justice, whose presence on particular 
()ccasions might be necessary, the Committee entertained no doubt that they had better 
not be involved in the political business of the House. An examination of the constitu­
tion of the body at that period and the present, will sufficiently show in what spirit His 
Majesty's Government have h:boured to accomplish the wishes of Parliament. The 
Ho~se of Assembly state correctly, that it has often been avowed that the people of 
Canada should see nothing in the institutions of neighbouring countries to which they 
should look with envy. I have yet to learn that His Majesty's subjects in Canada entertain 
such sentiments at present, or that they desire to copy, in a monarchical government, all 
the institutions of a republic, or to have the mockery of an executive absolutely dependent 
for its existence upon a popular body usurping the whole authority of the ::;tate. (am 
[Jot prepared to advise His Majesty to recommend to Parliament so serious a step as the 
repeal of the Act of 1791, whenoby tbe institlltions of this country were conferred sepa­
rately upon tbe proviuces of Upper and Lower Canada. Serious as are the difficulties by 
which your Lordship's administration is beset, they are yet not such as to induce me to 
despair of the practical woi"king of tbe British Constitution; but should events unhappily 
force upon Parliament the exelcise of its supreme authority to compose the internal 
dissension of tbe colonies, it would be my object and my duty, as a servant of the Crown, 
to submit to Pariiaruent such modifications of the chartrr of the Canadas as should tend, 
not to the introduction of institutions inconsistent with monarchical gove1'llment, but to 
maintaining and strengtbening the connexion with the mother country, by a close 
adherence to tbe spirit of the British ConstitutiolJ, and by preserving in their proper place, 
and within their due limits, the mutual rigbts and privileges of all classes of His Majesty's 
subjects." 

Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, ] 4 January 1834. 

Enclosure 4, in NO.1. 

MESSAGE to the HOUSE of ASSEMBLY, in relation to their Application for an Advance 
of 7,000 l. to meet their Comingent Expemes. 

WITH reference to the Address ofthe House of Ass~mbly of the 17th instant, praying 
for the issne of a warrant in favour of VVilliall1 Burns Lll1dsay, Esq., for 7,000 I. currency, 
towards defraying the contingent expenses. of tt.le House, tbe Gov~rnor~in-cbief desire~ to 
call the attention of the House to tbe practIce of the two Houses of LegIslature, of making 
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application to the head of the executive .government, from time to time durin~ the s.essio[} 
of the Provincial Parliament, for the Issue of warrants ou account of their contlllgent 
expenses. . .. . 

By the Act 33 Geo. 3, c. 8, entitled '.' An Act to establIsh a Fund for ~aymg the S~lanes 
of the Officers of the Legislative CouncIl and Assem~ly, a.nd for de~raYIDg the cO~l1ngc~t 
expenses thereof," certain duties are imposed upon wmes Imported m~o the provInce, Hi 

order to create a fund for the purposes contemplated by the Act; and It may be presumed 
that the Legislature of that day considered that the fund so created would be found ade­
quate to meet the demands to be made upon it on acc~unt of the salaries of the officers, 
and the contingent expenses of the two Houses. Exp~rJence, h,owev~r, has shown that, 
with the exception of a few instances (three only, dunng a perIod of 40 years), the fund 
has proved insufficient for those demands. Accordlllgly, at the commen~ement of eac,h 
session, estimates are prepared by the officers of the two Houses respectively, of their 
probable expenses for the year, ,without reference to the state ~f ,the fund, which estimates 
are included in the general eslIma,t,: of ,tbe eX'penses of the CI~I1, government of th~ pro­
vince; and the two Houses, in antiCIpation of a legal apprOprIatlOn by the passatlOn of 
a Supply Bill, have been in tbe habit of addressing the head of tile eX,ecutive government in 
the course of the session, for tbe issue of warrants on account of tbell' respective estimates, 
in terms to the following effect: 

The address of tbe Legislative Council prays, that "the Governor-in-chief will be 
pleased to issue his Whrrant in favour of, clerk of the Legislative 
Council, for the sum of curren~y, in advance of expenses to be incurred by him, and 
for which he will hereafter account." And tbe address of the House of Assembly prays, 
"that the Governor-in-chief will be pleased to issue his warrant in favour of 

clerk of this house, for currency, towards defraying the contingent 
expenses of this House; and that the said sum be charged to the fund by Jaw appropriated 
to that effect, assuring bis Excellency that if the said fund is not sufficient the House will 
make good the same." 

So long as the advances made to the'two Houses, upon their addresses, shall not exceed 
the amount of the fund created and appropriated by the Act 33 Geo. 3, c. 8, such advances 
are perfectly regular and legal, and the head of tbe executive government incurs no 
responsibility in any quarter in ordering them to be made. But the case is different when­
ever such advances are found to exceed the amount of the fund, for tbe head of the executive 
government then becomes responsible for the excess, and continues so to be until relieved 
by a legislative enactment; or, in other words, by a Supply Bill. 
. In the ordinary course of Parlia~entary affairs, the existence <;>f t~e responsibility thus 
Incurred by, the head of t~e executive go~ern,ment,. alth,ough ob~ectlOnable In principle, 
under any Circumstances, IS of short duratlOn III pomt of time; tor the whole of his ad­
vances to the two Houses, upon tbeir addresses during the session. are speedily covered 
by tbe Bill of Supply. 

The Supply Bill of last year having failed, the Governor-in-chief necessarily remains 
accountable for the ac!vances made to the two Houses during th~ session (after deducting 
the amount of the fund created by tbe Act 33 Geo. 3, c. 8), a CIrcumstance which is cal­
cula~ed to excite in his mind ~o inco,nsiderable degree of anxiety; for should the present' 
SeSSlon, probabl} the ja~t oftllIS P~rha~ent, be ,brought to a close without provision being 
made for the estimate ot last year (~n, ~bICh are mcl,uded the estimates of the expenses of 
the two Houses), the ,same re~ponslblhty must cont,mue to attach to him; and it is possible 
that the. next succeedl!lg, Parliament may not be ,disposed to make good the engagements 
entered Illto by tbe eXlstll1g House of Assembly In theIr addresses. 

The amount for which the Governor-in-chief now stands accountable for advances made 
upon ,the addresses of the t~o Houses" d~ring the last session, will appear from the 
followmg copy of a statement In figures, turl1lshed by the inspector-general of accounts. 

Mem.-Issues made during the Year ended loth October 1833, by accountable 
Warrants, viz. 

On Addresses of the Legislative Council 
On Addresses of the Honse of Assem bl y 

Total Currency -
Dedu?t amount of fund created by the Act 33 Geo. '3, c. 8 

dUrIng the above period - - - - - _ '£ 1 11 
Less, Pa,Yments, to officers of the two Houses, on account . 3,3 3 

of theIr SalarIes 

Deficiency, currency - _ _ 

£. s. d. 
3,356 10 5 
6,500 

£. 9,856 10 5 

9 

5 

-----

For which deficiency the Governor-in- h" f . " 
failure of t?e Supp~y Bill of last year. c Ie IS now responSIble, III consequence of the 

For the mformatlon of the House of As bI' " 
sideration of the Stl bject of the resent c sem , Y, ,m the event of their takIng up the con-
is herewith transmitted showingP th omll1UmcatlOD, a statement has been prepared, and 

, e amOuDt year by year of the fund created by the Act 

33 Geo. 
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33 Geo, 3, c. 8, from the y~ar 1793 to the year 183'2, and of the expenses of the two Houses ; 
by which it appears that the expenses of the two Houses, during that period, amol1~tedto 
277,'2801. I5s. 11 ~d., and the net amount of revenue to 66,019 l. 4S' 3d., bemg an 
€xcess of expenditure over the revenue of '211,261/. 11 s. 8 d. currency. 

After having maturely weighed and considered the circumstances above stated, the 
Governor-in-chief now informs the House of Assembly, that until he shall have been 
relieved by an Act of the Legislature from the responsibility which still attaches to him 
00 account of the advances made during the last session upon the addresses of the Legis­
lative Council and House of Assembly, he must decline taking into his consideration the 
expediency of incurring further responsibility on the same account. 

The Governor-in-chief desires the House of Assembly to be assured that he will very 
sensibly regret any inconvenience to tbe service of the House which may result from the 

. course which he has found it necessary to adopt upon the present occasion. It is a course 
which the Gov~rnor-in-chief is firmly persuaded will be found in perfect accordance with 
the spirit of the constitution; and it is, moreover, one from which, under existing circum-' 
stances. no consideration of expediency can justify him in departing, 

Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 18 January 1834. 

No. 4.* 

REPORT of the Committee to whom was referred His Excellency's Message in 
Answer to an Address of the Assembly for an advance of 7,0001. towards defraying 
their Contingent Expenses. 

THE special Committet', to whom was referred the message of his Excellency the 
Governor-in-cbie/~ in answer to the address of the House, praying hi .. Excellency to issue 
his warrant for 7,0001. currency, on account of Ibe contingent expenses of the House, with 
the statement accompanying the same; and also the message of his Excellency of the 
15th January instant, relating to the contingent bill of the late solicitor-general, with 
power to report from time to time, have the honour to report in part: 

That although from the time of the passing of the Constitutional Act, the governors 
or administrators of the Government have always favourably received the addresses of the 
Legislative Councilor of the House of Assembly for advances of money to defray the 
contingent expenses of the two Houses, over and above the sum appropriated by the 
revenue of the Act of the 33 Geo. 3, cap. 8, cases have occurred where the head uf the 
executive has not thougbt proper to comply with the addresses of this House, as appears 
by the extracts from the Journals of this House annexed to tbis Report. 

Under tbe administration of Sir Robert Shore Milnes, Bart., in the year 1805, addresses 
were presented by the Home to the Lieutenant-governor for the time being, praying that 
he would be pleased to issue his warrant in favour of the clerk of this Honse, for the 
purpose of paving (among olher expenses) for 200 copies of an index to the French 
edition of the Lex ParliameDtaria, which had been ordered to be printed by the House; 
and also praying that he would be pleased to take into consideration the services rendered 
by Pierre Edouard Desbarats, Esq., French translator of the House, and to grant him an 
additional salary, to commence from the 1st November 1804, assuring his Excellency 
that if the funds appropriated by law were not sufficient, the House would make good the 
same. 

To this address the Lieutenant-governor answered on the '25th March 1805, that it was 
not in his power to issue a warrant to pay for the printi ng of the Index of the Lex Parlia­
mentaria, as it was an extraordinary service for which the Legislature had not provided. 
and that with respect to the prayer that an increase of salary might be granted to the 
French translator, he must regret that when those rules which tended to promote a good 
understanding between the executive and the other branches of the Legisiature were 
forgotten, the Governor must feel averse to the introduction of a precedent which might 
lead to consequences so injurious. 

In the year 1806, an address of the House was presented to his Honour the President 
(Mr. Dunn), l)Jaying he would be pleased to advance to the speaker the sum necessary to 
defray the expenses of translating the four volumes of precedents of proceedings in the 
House of Commons, by John Hatsell, in conformity with the resolution of the House, of 
the 18th March 18°5, and that the House would reimburse the same. 

On the 3d of April following, his Honour the President answered, that he would refer 
the I-louse to the answer sent down the year gefol'e, by the Lieutenant-governor for the 
time being, to the address of the House of Assembly, and that on examining the same, 
the House must be convinced, that in the particular situation in which he was placed as 
administrator of the Government during the temporary absence of the Governor and 
Lieutenant-governor, be would not deviate from the precedents aforesaid, by advancing 
the said monies to defray expenses for which the Legislature had not provided. 

In the year 1823 two addresses were presented to his ~xcelle~cy the G~vernor-in-chief 
(Lord Dalhousie), praying that he would be pleased to Issue hIS warrant In favour of the 
clerk of this House for the sum of 3,314l. 16s.lOd., to pay the arrears due 00 the con­
tinaent expenses of this House for the years 18'20,1821, and up to the 1st of October 
18~2 and also for the Sllm of 3,540 l. for the expenses then incurred, or to be incurred from 
the l~t November 18'22 to the 31st October 1!:l'23, for the service of this House, and that 

3Slll. II 4 th~ 
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the said sums might be charged against the fund already appropriated by Jaw, assuring bis 
Excellency that if the said funds were not sufficient tbe House would make good the sums 
so advanced. 

To these addresses the Governor answered, that he would advance the sum of 
.3,3 141. 16s. lOd. first above-mentioned, because it was required for services performed; 
but that with regard to the sum of 3,5401. for the expenses of the t~len current yeaI', he 
must be guided by the appropriation that should. be made by the. LegIslature. ' 

It does not appear that any proceedings, whIch c.an be consIdered aspr~cedents, were 
adopted by the House with reference. to th~ aforesaId ref~lsals, except that It appears tbat 
in tbe year 1805 the House resol.ved Itself I.nto a C~ml1)lt.tee of the whole, to take. the 
answer of the administrator to theIr address JIlto consIderatIon, and that the proceedings 
of the said Committee were interrupted by the prorogation of the Parliament. 

These three are the only instances in which the head of the executive has not thought 
proper to comply with the addresses of tb!s House. During. every other sessi?n the 
addresses of the HOllse were favourably received;, and on referrIng to the proceedll1gs of 
the first session, it will be seen that a sum of mouey was then advanced, even before an Act 
had been passed, to make provision for d~fraying the expenses of the Leg~slatllre. 

Your Committee leave it to the House to decide how far the aforesaid precedents do or 
do not apply to the case in question. 

It appears to your Committee that your honourable House ha~' only the choice of two 
alternatives; the one is, to suspend the sittings of the House, by informing the executive 
that it is Impossible for your honourable HOllse to proceed with becoming dignity and 
effect Oll the business before it; and the otber, to comply with tbe wish expressed in the 
message which forms the subject of this Report, by immediately passing all Act to relieve 
his Excellency the Governor-in-chief from his respor!sibility fur the advances made by him 
during the last se5sion, on the addresses of the ,Legislative Council and of the House of 
Assem bly. 

If the former alternative were adopted, the country would be'deprived of tbe numerous 
and important advantages which it must derive from the cOlltinuance of the session; and 
the discllssion and decision of many measures of the highest importance now before your 
honourable House would be deferred to a less favourable season. These considerations 
weighty as they are, ought doubtless to be disregarded, if in adopting the latler alternativ~ 
the House were to sacrifice anyone of its rights or privileges; hut in so doing it will not 
sacrifice anyone constitlltional principle. 

Your Committee conclude by reporting the following Resolution, which they have 
adopted: 

Hesolved, that a Hil.1 of Appropriation be passed, t(~ cover and make goo,d the sums of 
m~ney advanced by 1~ls Excellency the Governor-lll-dlIef, on the addresses of the Legi~­
latlve Councd, and of ~he House ~t As~embly (over and above the produce of the 33d 
Geo. 3, c. 8), for defraYll1g tbe contIngent expenses of the Legislature for the year ending 
on the 31st October Jast. ~ 

The whole, neverthele~s, humbly submitted. 

27 January 1834. (signed) Hector S. Huot, Chairman. 

Enclosure 5, in No.1. 

RESOLUTIONS of the HOUSE of ASSEMBLY of Lower Canada dated 
Quebec, Friday, 21 February 1834. ' . 

1., Resolved, THAT His Maje8ty's loyal subjects, the people of this province of Low'er 
Candda, have shown the strongest attachment to the British Empire of wb·ch tl 
11 portion· t h j tl 'I . a· I d t· ., ., I lev are 
<. . '. a" le} lave repeate y. e ended It wldl couraae in time of war' that a"t th 
I~e,nod whlcb preceded the Independence of the late British Cglonies on this co~tinent th e 
lesisted the appeal.lllade to tliem by tbose colonies to J·oI·n "Ile·. f' I. , ley R I I 11 con ec eratlon. 
fi 1

2
• (:so H~~l'MTJ!a~ t!le people of tbis province bave at all times manifested their eon-

e ence III 10 aJe,sty s Gov.ernment, e~en under circulllstances of tbe reatest difficult 
aD~ '~l;.en.. t'r ~o~el nmen~ o~ the province bas been ad 111 inistered by ~en who trampllJ 

~I~e ;Ieo;r: ~}~I:;~ ~:.~:i:~~e:~:~~tD d:~~rls~n~~lriti8b subjects; ~nd that these sentiments of 

we1~o!:s~!I~~(;0 ;~~~\~~~reople ~f tbis province. h~~ve alway~ shown tbemsehes ready to 

United King'dem or its del~~~~~~:~~s~l;l~s\~e °tht~~~~ f~l.low-.sn.bJects who, .having quitted the 
earnestly endeavoured (as far as on tl1em I . d t IS plO\lnCe as th~'.r home, and have 
pating in the political advantaaes and i (~fen ed) to tff<)r~ e~ery facdIty to their partici­
wbieb the people of this p[ovit~ce' en·o .n lei lltleans 0 rern enng their industry available, 
fl· , J y, ant 0' remove or them tb d'ffi l· .. rom t 1e VICIOUS system adopted by Ihose . I I d.. u e I cu ties unslllg 
prnvince, with regard to those o'rtions 0'£ JtlleJa~e a .~I:lISter~d the government of the 
genefFllly chostn to settle. p countlJ In which the new-eomers have 

4· Resoll·ed, That this HOllse, as represent" h .. 
earnest zeal to advance the <rennal r . ,mg[t Ie people of thiS provll1ce, bas shown an 

t f· 11 I (0 JIOSpenty 0 tIe countr" b' . I 
con en.t 0 a c asses of its inhabitants, wi thou .,.. J' y:;e?unng t 1e peace and 
the sohd anddurable basis of unity of interest t any dh.tInctlOn of or~glll or creed, and upon 
mother cOlHlt7, ' ., and equal confidence In tbe protection of the 

5· Resolved, 
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5· R~sol~ed, That this Bouse has seized every occasion to adopt, and firmly to establ.is_h 
by law In this province, [Jot only the Constitutional andParltamentary law of England, which 
is necessary t<? ccmy. the Government into operation, but also all such parts of the public 
law of the United Kmgdom as have appeared to this House adapted to promote the welfare 
an.d safety of the people, and to be conformable to their wishes and their wants; and tbat 
tillS House has, in like manner, wisely endeavoured so to regulate its proceedings as to 
render them, as closely as the circumstances ,of this colony permit, analogous to the practice 
of the House of Commons of the United Kingdomo 

00 Resolved, That in the year 1827, the great majority of the people of this province 
complained, in petitions signed by 87,000 persons, of serious and numerous abuses wbich 
then prevailed, many of which had then existed for a great number of years, and of which 
the greater part still exist without correction or mitigationo 

70 Resolved, That the complaints aforesaid, and the grievances which gave rise to them, 
being submitted to the consideration of the Parliament of the United Kingdom, occasioned 
the appointment of a Committee of the House of Commons, of which the Honourahle 
Edward Geoffrey Stanley, now His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonial 
Department, and several others who are now Members of His Majesty's Government, 
f()fIned part; and that after a careful investigation and due deliberation, the said Committee, 
on the 18th July 1828, came to the following very just conclusions: 

1stlyo "That the embarrassments and discontents that had long prevailed ill the 
Canadas, bad arisen from serious defects in the system of laws, and the constitutions 
established in those colonieso 

2tllyo "That these embarraBsments were in a great measure to be attributed to the 
manner in which the existing system bad been administeredo 

3dlyo "That they had a complete conviction that neither the suggestions which they 
had made, nor any other improvements in the laws and constitutions of the Canadas, 
will be attended wtth tbe desired effect, unless an impartial, conciliatillg and consti­
tutional system of government were observed in these loyal and important colonies:' 

80 Resolved, That since the period aforesaid, the constitution of this province, with its 
serious defects, has continued to be administered in a manner calculated to multiply the 
embarrassments and discontents which have long prevailed; and that the recommendations 
of the Committee of the House of CommollR have not been followed by effective measures 
of a nature to produce the desired effect 

go Resolved, That the most serious defect in the Constitutional Act, its radical fault,' 
the most active princi pIe of evil and discontent in the province; the most powerful and 
most frequent cause .of abuses of power; of the infractions of the laws; of the waste of the 
public revenue and property, accompanied by impunity to the governing party, and tbe 
oppression and consequent resentment of tbe governed, is that injudicious enactment, the 
fatal results of which were foretold by the Honourable Charles James Fox at the time of its 
adoption, which invests the Crown with tbat exorbitant power (incompatible with any 
government duly balanced, and founded on law and justice, and not on force and coercion) 
of selecting and composing without any rule or limitation, or any predetermined qualifica­
tion, an entire branch of the legislature, supposed from the nature of its attributions to be 
independellt, but inevitably tbe servile tool of the authority which creates, cornpmes and 
decomposes it, and can on any day modify it to suit tbe interests or the passions of the 
momento 

100 Resolved, That with the possession of a power so unlimited, the abuse of it is 
inseparably connected; and tbat it bas always been so exercised in the selection of the 
Members of the Legislative Council of tbis province, as to favour the spirit of monopoly 
and despotism in the executive, judicial and administrative departments of government, 
and never in favour of the public interesto 

110 Resolved, That tlie effectual remedy for this evil was judiciously foreseen and pointed 
out by the COllJmittee of tbe House of Commons, who asked John Neilson, esquire, (one 
of the agents who had carried to England tbe Petition of the 87,000 inhabitants of Lower 
Carmda) whether he had turned in his mino any plan by which he conceived tbe Legislative 
Coullcil might be better composed in Lower Canada; whether he thought it possible tbat 
t.he said body could command tbe confidence and respect of the people, or go in harmony 
with the House of Assembly, unless the principle ot election were introduced into its COI11- . 

))OsitiOll in some manner or other; and ellso, whether he thought that the colony could 
have any security that the Legislative Council would be properly and independently COI11-

posed, unless the principle of ejection were introduced into itin some manlier or other; 
and received from tbe said Jobn Neilson answers, in which (among otber reflections) he said 
in substance, that there were two modes in which the compositi(Jn oftbe Legislative Council 
milJbt be bettered; tbe one by appointing men wbo were independent of the executive, 
(hl~t that to judge from experi.ence th~re would be no security Ibat this would be don~,) a.nd 
that if this mode were found llnpractlcable, the other would be to render the Legislative 
Couneil electiveo 

12. Resolved, That judgillg from experieuce, tbis House likewise helieves tbat there 
would be no security in the first mentioned mode, tbe course of events baving but too 
amply proved what was t!len fore;;een; and. that this HOllse approves a!1 the inferellc~s 
(iJawn by lbe said John .Nellson from ~xpenence. ~nd. tach; but that "'lI~b regard to hiS 
suggestion that a class ot el~ctors ot a higher quald~catlO~ should be est.Hbllsbe(], or a qua­
lification ill property 6xed Jor those persons wbo tlllgbt sit 111 the CounCIl, thiS House hav:e" 

392 , C In 
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in their Aclc1re" to His Most Graciolls Majesty, dated the 20th March 18~3, declared in 
what manner tbis principle could, in their opinio.n, he rendered tolerable 10 Canada, by 
restrainincr it within certain bounds which should In no case be passed. 

13. Re~olved, That even in defining bounds of this nat.ure, and r~q(liring the possession of 
real property as a condition of eligibility to a LegislatIve .~ounctl, .cho~~n by the people, 
which most wisely and happily bas not been made a condltl.on of eh~lblltty .to the ~C?use 
of Assembly, this House seems ratber to have sought to aVOId. sh?cktn~ .recelved OPll1lO11S 
in Europe, where custom and the law have given so many arlJ.£i~lal prIvIleges and ~dva~­
tages to birth and rank and fortune, than to consult tbe opllllOn.s gener~))y rec~lved In 
America, where the influence of birth is notbing, and where, notwlthstandwg the Import­
ance which fortune must always naturally confer, the artificial introduction of great 
political privileo-es in favour of "tbe possessors of large property, could not long resist the 
preference givet~ at free elections to virtue, talents and information, which fortune does not 
exclude but can never purchase, and which may be the portio~ of honest, cont~lItedaDd 
devoted men, whom the people ouo-ht to have the power of callIng and consecrating to the 
public service, in preference to ricl~er men, of whom they may think less highly. 

14. Resolved, That this House is nowise disposed to admit the excellence of the present 
Constitution of Canada, although His Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies has 
unseasonllbly and erroneously asserted, that it has conferred on the two Canadas the insti­
tutions of Great Britain; nor to reject the principle of extending the system of frequent 
elections much further than it is at present carried; and that this system ought especially 
to be extended to tbe Legislative Council, although it may be considered by the Colonial 
Secretary incompatible with tbe British Government, w\.Jich he call;; a monarchical govern­
ment,' or too analogous to the institutions which the several States, composing the 
industrious, moral and prosperous confederation of the United States of America, have 
adopted for themselves. . 

15. Resolved, That in a despatch, of which the date is unknown, and of which a part 
on}y wa~ communicated to this House by the Governor··in-chief on the 14th January 1834, 
H!s Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonial Department, (this House having no cer­
t~lll knowledge whether the said despatch is from the present Colonial Secretary or from 
hIS predece.ssor) says, that an examinatinn of the composition of the Legislative Council 
at that. penod (namely, at the time when its composition was so justly censured by a 
C~l~mJt.tee of. the ,Hollse of Commons) and at the present, will sufficiently sbow in what 
SpIrIt HIS Majesty s Government bas endeavoured to carry the wishes of Parliament into 
effect. 

16. Reso!ved, !bat this House receives with gratitude this assurance of the just and 
benevolent 111lentlOns, with which, in the performance of their dllty, His Majesty's Minis~ 
tel'S have endeavoured to give effect to the wishes of Parliament. 

17, . Res~lvecl, ~hat unh-appily it was left to the principal Agent of His Majesty's Govern­
ment m thIS Provlllce to carry the WIshes of the Imperial Parliament into effect; but that 
he has ~estr?yee~ the ~ope wbich His Maj~sty's faithful subjects had conceived of seeing 
the Leglslatlve C~uncil refor~e~ ~nd amelIorated, and has. confirmed them in the opinion 
that the only poss.lble ~ode of glyll1g .to that ?oe~y the welg~t and respectability which it 
ought to possess, 1S to mtroduce mto It the prinCIple of election . 
. 18. ~~so!ved, Tbat the Legislative Council, s.trengthened by a majority inimical to the 

nghts. or tbls House ~nd of tbe people whom It represents, bas received new and more 
powetful £?eans than It before possessed of perpetuating and of rendering more offensive 
~nd more nur~ful to ~he country the system of abuses of which the people of this province J:V\lfP. to t?IS day meffect?ally complained, and which up to this day, Parliament and 

IS aJesty s Governm.ent I.n England have ineffectually sought to correct. 
19· }{lesolved, That smce Its pretended reform the Leaislative Council has in a manner 

more ca culated t I h' h . . to . , add, . ~ a arm. t e m abJlant.s of thiS province, and more particularly in its 
l~SS t~ HIS Majesty of the 1St o~ Apr!l 1833, renewed its pretension of being specially 

ap~omt~ to protect. one class of HIS MaJ~sty's su bjects in this province, as sUDposing them 
tf thav1villte~ests WilIC~. could not be suffiCIently represented in the Assembly seven-eighths 
~riai~ a ~m e~'k 0 h W Flch are by the said Coun?il most erroneously stated t~ be of French 
tiog an~ is s~;a t t e fellch language: tbat thIS pretension is a violation of the constitu 
of tilis provinc: na ure lt~.excite and per'petuat~ a~no~g the several classes of the inhabitant; 

ortion of the 'e~nutua Is~rust and ~atl?nal dlstmctlons and animosities, and to give one 

d
p '. PI pIe an unjust and factlous superiority over the other and the h f 

onllnatlOn ane undue preference. ,ope 0 

20. Resolved That bv s h J' th L . I . , 
up as one adapt'ed t ". uC

t 
calm . e egis atlve CouncIl after a reform which was held 

. 0 unite I more closely \ ;th th '. f' h . 
with the wishes of Pal'I'ln t II d v. e Intelests 0 t e colony III conformity 

. amen Cd S own a' f' fi . seventy of His MaJ'est\,'s G ' , ~ one 0 Its rst acts, tbe pre1udices and 
. . overnment upon til I fl' . J 

representatIve branch o"f the Leo-islat. h' .,e peop e 0 t 11.S provll1ce, and upon the 
Council has destroyed amonf!;st ~h ule It ellf~t, alld t?at by tbls conduct the Legislative 
Council, so long <l~ it shaH f~main e peop e a l-_op.e wblc~ was ~eft them of seeing the said 
of Assembly. c constltutel as It now IS, act 111 harmony with the House 

21. Resolved, That the Legislativ C 'I fl' , 
else but an impotent screen b t, \ ouncl 0 t 115 provll1ce has never been any thin 
one to ~llain~ain a conflict wit~ ~~:: t e G;overnor and the people, which by enabling th~ 
contentIOn; that it has llnceasin I ther, ?as .served to perpet?~te a system of discord and 
people as constitutionally expressp~Yb aC~CI ;Ith av~wed hostility to the sentiments of the 

~ y t e ouse of Assembly; that it is not right under 

. the 
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the name of a Legislative Council to impose an aristocracy on a country which contains no 
n~tural materials for the composition of such a body; tbat the Parliament of the United 
~mg?om ill granting to His Majesty's Canadian subjects the power of revising the Con­
stitutIOn. und~l' which they hold their dearest rights, would adopt a liberal polic.y, free from 
all considera~lOns of former interests and of existing prejudices; and that by tbis measure, 
equally consistent with a wise and sound policy, and with the most liberal and extended 
views, the ParTiament of the United Kingdom would enter into a noble rivalry with tbe 
United States of America, would prev-ent His Majesty's ,mbjects from seeing anything to 
envy there; anq would preserve a friendly intercourse between Great Britain and this pro­
vince, as her colony, so long as the tie between us shall continue, and as her ally,. w.henever 
the course of events may change our relative position. 

22. Resolved, That this House so mnch the more confidently emits the opinions expressed 
in the preceding resolution, because, if any faith is to be placed in the published reports, 
they were at no distant period emitted with other remarks in the same spirit, in the Com­
mons House of the United Kingdom, by the Right Honourable Edward Geoffrey Stanley, 
now His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonial Department, and by several 
other enlightened and distinguished Members, some of whom are among the number of 
HisM ajesty's present Ministers; and because the conduct of the Legislative Couucil since 
its pretended reform, demonstrates that the said. opinions are in nowise rendered less 
applicable or leSS correct by its present composition. . 

23. Resolved, That ,tlJ~ Legislative Council has at the present time less community of 
interest with the provinc:e than at any former period; that its present composition, instead 
of being calculated to change the character of the body, to put an end to complaints, and 
to bring about that co-operation of the two Houses of the Legislature which is so neces­
sary to the welfare of the country, is such as to destroy all hope that the said Council will 
adopt the opinions and sentiments of the people of this province and of this· House with 
regard to the inaliellai>le right of the latter to the full and entire control of the whole 
revenue raised in the province, with regard to the necessity under which this House has 
found itself (for the purpose of effecting the reformation which it has so long and so vainly 
demanded of existing abuses) to provide for the expenses of the Civil Government by 
annual appropriations only, as well as with regard to a variety of other questions of public 
interest, concerning which the Executive Government, and the Legislative Council which 
it has selected and created, differ diametrically from the people of this province, and from 
this House. 

24. Resolved, That such of the recently appointed councillors as were taken from the 
majority of the Assembly, and had entertained the hope that a sufficient number of inde­
pendent men, holding opinions in unison with those of the majority of the people and of 
their Representatives, would be associated with them, must now feel that they are over­
whelmed by a majority hostile to the country, and composed of men who have irretrievably 
lost the public confidence, by showing themselves the blind and passionate partisans of all 
abuses of power, by encouraging all the acts of violence committed under the administra­
tion of Lord .Dalhousie, by having 011 all occasions outraged the rejJresentatives of the 
people of the country; of men, unknown in the country until within a few years, without 
landed property or having very little, mQst of whom have never been returned to the 
Assembly (some of them having even been refused by the people), and who have never 
given any proofs of their fitness for performing the functions of Legislators, but merely of 
their hatred to the country; and who, by reason of their community of sentiment with him, 
have found themselves, by the partiality of the Governor-in-chief, suddenly raised to a 
station in which they have the power of exerting during life an influence over the legis­
lation and over the fate of this province, the Jaws and institutions of which have ever been 
the objects of their dislike. 

25. Resolved, That in manifest violation of the Constitution, there are among the per­
sons last mentioned several who were born citizens of the United States, or are natives of 
other foreign countries, and who at the time of their appointment had not been naturaliz~d 
by Acts of the British Parliament; that the residence of one of these persons (HoratIO 
Gates) in this country during the last war with the United States was only tolerated; he 
refused to take up arms for the defence of the country in WlllC\1 he remai.ned .merely fo~ the 
sake of lucre; and after these previous facts, took his seat III the LegIslatIve CounCIl on 
the 16th March 1833; and 15 days afterward!>, to wit, on the lSt April, voted for the 
address before mentioned, censuring those who during the last war were unde~ ~rms on 
the .frontiers to repulse the attacks of the American armies and of t~e fellow-:cltlzens of 
the said Horatio Gates: that another (James Baxter) was resident dunng the smd late war 
within the United States, and was bound by the laws of the country of his birtb, und~r. 
certain circumstances, forcibly to invade tbis province, to pursue, destroy a~d capture, If 
possible, HisM:1jesty's armies, and such of his Canadian subjects as w.ere 10 arms upon 
tbe frontiers to repulse the atlacks of the Am~rican armies, and of d?c said J ames Baxter, 
who (being at the same time but slightly qualified a~ far as rroper.ty}S concerned) became, 
by t.he nomination of the Governor-in-cbief, a Legislator tor lite. ll! Low~r Ca~lada, ou 
the 22d of March 1833; and eight days afterwards, on the 1.st ot Apnl. atores~ld, voted 
that very addl:ess 'Which contained the calumnious and insultll1g accusatlOn wl~leh called 
for the expression of His Majesty's. just ,regret, " that an):' w.ord h~d been Il1trod~lc.ed 
which should have theappearallce ot ascnblllg to a class. of hl~ sub;,ects of one ongll1, 
view:; at variance with the allegiance which ~bey owe to HIS MaJcst~.. . 

'26. Resolved, That It was in tbe power of the present Governor-lI1-chlef, morc than In 
c 2 that 
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that of lmy of his predecessors (by reason of, the latit~de allowed him as to the nunl~er 
and the selection of the persons whom he mlg,ht nO,mllla,te, !O be ~embers of t,he LegIs> 
lative Council) to allay, for a time at least, the 1I1t,estll1e divIsIOns w~lcb re,nd t1~IS colony, 
and to advance some steps towards the aecompllsbment, of the wlsbes of ParlIarnen,t" by 
inducing a community of interest between the said Councd and the people, and by glvwg 
the former a more independent cbaracter by judicious nomin,ations. , 

27. Resolved, Tbat althougb 16 persons have heen nom1l1ated III less tban two years 
by tbe present Governor to be Members of tbe said CO~lncd (,~ number great~r tban t,bat 
afforded by any period of 10 years under any o~her admlO,jstrat~on)" and notwlthsta,nd1l1g 
the wisbes of Parliament, and the instructions given by HIS Majesty s Govefllment tor the 
removal of the grievances of which the people bad complained, the same malign intluence 
which has been exerted to perpetuate in the country a system of irresponsibility in favour 
of public functionaries, has prevailed to such an extent as to render t~le majority of the 
I.egislative Council more inimical to the country than at any former penod; and t~at tbis 
fact confirms with irresistible force the justice of tbe censure passed by the CommIttee of 
the House of Commons on the constitution of the Legislative Council as it had theretofore 
existed, and the correctness of tbe opinion of those Members of the said Committee who 
thought that the said body could never command the respect of the people, nor be in 
harmony with the House of Assembly, unless tbe principle of election was introduced 
into it. 

28. Resolved, that even if tbe present Governor-in-cbief had, by making a more 
judicious selection, succeeded in quieting the alarm and allaying for a time the profound 
discontent which then prevailed, that form of government would lIOt be less essentially 
vicious whicb makes the happiness or misery of a country depend on an Executive 
Over which the people of that country have no influence, and which has no permanent 
interest in the country, or in common \yith its inhabitants; and that tbe extension of tbe 
elective principle is the only measure wbich appears to this House to afford any prospect 
of equal and sufficient protection in future to all the inhabitants of the province, without, 
distinction. 

29. Resolved, that the accusations preferred against the House of Assembly by the 
Legislative Council, as recomposed by tbe present Governor-in-chief, would be criminal 
and s,e,~iti?us" if th~ir very ,nat~re did not, render them harmless, since they go to assert, 
that If HI Its hberah~y and Ju~tlce the Parliament of tbe United Kingdom had granted tbe 
earnest prayer of tillS House In behalf of the province (and which this House at this solemn 
moment, after weighing the Despatches of the Secretary of State for the Colonial De­
p~rt~ent, and on the eve, of a general election, now repeRts and renews), tbat the con­
StJ,tutlOn o~ tJ~e Legislative Council may be altered by rendering it elective, the result of 
thiS act of Justice and benevolence would have beel! to inulldate lhe country with blood. 

30. R:esolved, t~at by the sai~ Address to, His M?jesty, dated the 1st of April last, the 
Legislative ~ouncd ch,ar~es tins, ~ou~e "':lth bavlI1g ~alumniously accused the King's 
R,epresentatlve of partl~!It~T and II1Jus~lce 111 the exercIse of the powers of his office, and 
~Jtb dehber~tely caJumnJatll1g HIS Majesty's officers, botb civil and military, as a faction 
l?duced by mterest alune to contend for tbe support of a O'()vernment ininlical to the 
ngbts, and opposf-d to the wishes of the people: with refe~ence to whicb this House 
decla~'es, that the accusations preferred by it have never been calumnious but are true ancl 
wel,l :ol1n,d:~, an,d that a faithful, pic~ure of tb~ ~xec,utive Govern~nent of this province ill 
all Its palb IS dlawn by the Leglslatn'e CouncIlm thIS passaO'e of Hs address. 

31. Resolved, that if, as this, House is fond of believing,bHis Majesty's Government in 
~l~gl~nd doe: ~10t Wish systematlcally to nourish civil ~is,cord in thIS colony, the contra­
~hctoly alleg~tlOlIs thus U1ad,e by the ~wo House:" make It Imperative on it to become better 
dcquall1ted with the state of tbe provll1ce t.han It now appears to be if we J' 10' f' , 
10 t I fib h'· ' U( be rom It" n? 0 erance? t l,e a uses W Ich Its agents commit with impunity; that it ought not t~ 
!1U8t to the self praIse of those who bave the management of tbe affairs of a col~tl ass 
mg, ac~ordlng tu ~belD, into a state of anarcby; that it ougbt to be convinced tbIt Pr ' -
protectlOll of public functionaries, accllsed by a competent authority (tbat I' t' b I ll~s 
H 'tl t' I 1 1" c s 0 say y t l1S ouse, Il1 1e name 0 tne peop e) COll d 101' a time by for ed' t' 'I ' , f' , t' I ' . ,', c, an III Illll( atlon aO'O'ravate 
In aVOlll, 0 tlose fUllctlonanes and agalllst tbe rio-hts and interest . f tl bb I ' 
system o.t Insult ,ancl oppression which they impatientlY bear, tbe resul~ ~nus:~ peop e, I~hc 
our conhdence In, and O~I' attncbmem to His Majesty's Government and t~ ~vwea ,til 
T?Ot to the dlscon~e~t and InSlll'l1lO11l1table disgust wbicll bave been ex~ited b 'd ~ ,deep 
lions deplorably VIClOUS, and which are now excI'ted by til "t f h ya Dllnlstra-
t ' , f' I· " e maJOr! v 0 t e publi· f . 
ionanes 0 t Ie colony, combll1ed as a faction ancl ind db' J, C unc-

fOf,r hthe sU PP
j 
ort of a corrupt Government, inimical to the u~iegI:Jt/a~l~t~lpeI~~saeldonteo tt~l con,tehnd 

o t e peop e. leWIS es 
3 2 • Resolved tbat in addition t 't ,. k d d I ' . 

t?e Legislative 'Council, as recomop~sse~~ I~, ~h an , ca um~IOUs add~ess of'the 1st AprillS33 • 
.Jltt~e community of interest it bas with th~ cof()~les~nt tbeOf,ernor~n-cblef, h~s proved how 
wblch were sent up to it, twenty-eiO'ht were re'e!t~d~ it a~t, t at out,of Sixty-four Bills 
trary to their sl)irit alJd essence. tll0at the J ,Y.' or ~mended 111 a manner con-

f I " same unal1l1lllty whlcb ha I . I d h ' 
o t, Ie greater part of tbese Bills in the Assf'm ' " t at~en( ~ t, e passlDg 
Leglslatlve Council and tbat an ' , bIy, accolllpcll1led theu' rejection by the 
eXt'cutive and tbe ~ollncil of' its Cll0IPPOS,ltl0j n so VIOlent, sbows clearly that the provincial 
d 

. . 0 ce In f'ao-ue toO'etber a ' ·t h ' 
o not, or WIll not, consider it as the' f' ' hf I' M < gaIns t e representatlve body 

wants and wishes of the people nor as fi~t t u ,ll1te:pr
l
eter and the equitable judge of th; 

, 0 plOpo;:,e aws conformable to the public will; 

and 
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and that under SUell circnmstances, it would have been the duty of the head of tbe Execu­
tive to appeal to tbe people, by dissolving the Provincial Parlial~ent, h.ad there been any 
analogy between. tbe institutions of Great Britain and those of thIs provlllce. 

33.'-Resolved, that tbe LeO"islative Council as recomposed by the present Governor-in­
chief, must be considered asbembodvillD" the sentiments of the colonial executive Govern­
ment, and that from the moment it -wa~ so recomposed, the two authorities seem to have 
bound and leagued themselves together for the purpose of proclaiming prin~iples subversive 
of all harillony in the province, and of governing and domineering in a spuit of blind and 
invidious national antipathy. 

34. Resolved, tiJat the address voted unanimously on the 1st April 1833, by the 
Legislative Council, as recomposed by the present Governor-in-chief, was concurred in 
by tbe Honourable the Chief Justice of the province, Jonathan Sewell, to whom the Right 
Honourable Lord Viscount Goderich, in his Despatcb, communicated to the House on the 
25tb Novenlber 1831, recommended" a cautious abstinence from all proceedings by which 
be nllght be involved in any contention of a party nature;" by John Hale, the present 
Receiver-General, who, in violation of the laws, and of the trust reposed in bim, and upon 
illegal warrants iss ned by the Governor, has paid away large sums of the public money, 
without any regard to the obedience which is always due to the law; by Sir Jobn 
Caldwell, baronet, the late Receiver-General, a peculator, who has been condemned to pay 
nearly 100,000 l., to reimburse a like sum levied upon the people of tbis province, and 
granted by law to His Majesty, His heirs and successors, for the public use of tbe province, 
and for the support of His Majesty's Government therein, and who has diverted tbe greater 
part of the said sum hom tbe purposes to which it was destined, and Hppropriated it to bis 
private use; by Mathew Bell, a grantee of tbe Crown, who has been unduly and illegally 
favoured by the Executive, in the lease of the forges of St. Maurice, in the grant of large 
tracts of waste land5, and in tbe lease of large tracts of land formerly belonging to the 
order of Jesuits; by John Stewart, an Executive Councillor, commissioner of the Jesuits' 
estates, and the incumbent of otber lucrative offices: all of whom are placed by their 
pecuniary and personal interests under the influence of tbe Executive; and by the 
Honourable George Moffatt, Peter M'Gill, John Molson, Horatio Gates, Robert Jones, 
and James Baxter, all of whom, as well as those before mentioned, were, with two excep­
tions, born out of the country, and all of wbom, except Olle, who for a number of years 
waR a member of the Assembly, and has extensive landed property, are but slightly 
qualified in that respect, and had not been sufficiently engaged in public life to afford 
a presumption tbat tbey were fit to perform tbe functions of legislators for life; and by 
Antoine Gaspard Couillard, tbe only native of the country, of French origin, who stooped 
tOCOllCur in the address, and who also had never been engaged in public life, and is but 
very moderately qualified witb respect to real property, and who, after his appointment to 
the council, and before tbe said 1st of April, rendered himself dependent on tbe Executive 
by soliciting a pallry and subordinate place of profit. 

35. Resolved, that the said address, voted by seven councillors, under the influence of 
the present bead of the Executive, and by five others of bis appointment, (one only oftbe 
six others wbo voted it, tbe Han. George Moffatt, having been appointed under bis prede­
cessor,) is the work of the present administration of this province, the expression of its 
sentiments, the key to its acts, and the proclamation of the iniquit(Ju§ and arbitrary prin­
ciples, which are to form its rule of conduct for the future. 

36. Resolved, that the said address is not less injurious to the small number of Mem­
bers of the Legislative Council who are independent, and attacbed to the interests and 
bonour of the country, who have been Members of the Assembly, and are known as having 
partaken its opinions and seconded its efforts, to obtain for it the entire control and disposal 
of the public revenue; as having approved tbe wholesome, constitutional, and not, as styled 
by the Council, the daring step taken by tbis House of praying by address to His Majesty 
that tbe Legislative Council might be rendered elective; as condemning the scbeme for the 
creation of an extensive monopoly of lanels in favour of speculators residing out of tbe 
coulltry; as believing tbat they could not have been appointed to the Council with a view to 
increase the constitutional weight and efficacy of that uody, in wbicb they find themselves 
opposed to a majority hostile to their principles and their country; as believing that the 
interesls and wisbes of the people are faithfully represented by tbeir representatives, and 
that the connexion between this country and the pan,:nt state, will be elurable in proportion 
to the direct influence exercised by the people in the enactnwnt of laws adapted to ensure 
their welfare; and as being of opinion, tbat His Majesty's subjects recently settled in this 
country will sbare.in all the advantages of tbe free institutions and of the improvements 
which would be rapidly de\'eloped, it~ by means of the extension of the elective system, the 
admini,;tration were prevented from creating a monopoly of power and profit in favour of 
tbe minority who are of o~)e origin, a~~ to the pr.ejucli~e ~f tb~ major!tJ who are (If another, 
and from buying, Corrllptlng and excltlllg a portJO.n of thIS mlllon.ly I~.such a ma.nner as t? 
give to all discussions of local interest tbe alarmlllg cha.ract.er of strite. a~d na~JOnal antl­
patby; and that the independent Members of t.he LegIslatIve Co~~cll, I~dubltably co~­
vinced of the tendency ot that body, and ~n?ecelved as to ~he motne.s ~hlcb l:d to tb~lr 
appointment as. Members of !t, now. refram from attendlllg . the slttlllgS of the. said 
Council, in which they despair of belllg able to effect anythmg for the good of the 

country. . h' . db 
37. Resolved, that the politica.1 world in Europe IS at t IS moment ag~tate . y two great 

parties, who in di/ferent countnes appear under tbe several names of servtles, royalI~ts, 
39'2. c 3 tOiles 
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tories and conservatives on the ODe side, and of liberals, constitutionals, republicans, whjg~, 
reformers, radicals and similar appellations on the other;. that ~he f?rme~ party is, on tblS 
continent, without any weight or influence except what It del:lves from Its European sup­
porters, and from a trifling number of persons who bec~me ~helr depe~~ents fOf. the sake of 
personal gain, and from others, w ho ~rom age or habl t chng to opllllOns whlC? are [Jot 
partaken by any numerous class; while the second party overspread~ all America. .t\nd 
tbat the Colonial Secretary is mistaken if he believes that ti?e exclusl~n of. a few salaned 
officers from the Legislative Council could suffice to m~ke It harmonise ~Jth the wants, 
wishes and opinions of the people, as long as tbe Co.lonlal Go~erno~s retam the po~er of 
preserving in it a majority of members rendered serVile by theIr antipathy to every liberal 
idea. 

38. Resolved, That this vicious system, which ha~ be~n carefully maintained, I~as given 
to the Legislative Coun.cil a greater character ?f anlmosltJ: to the country th.an It. had at 
any former period, and IS as contra~'Y to the Wishes of Par~lament, as that whIch, III order 
to resist the wishes of the people of Englan? fOl' the P~r!Jamentary. Refor.mi should. have 
called into the House of Lords a number of men notoriOUS for tbell' factious and ViOlent 
opposition to that great measure. 

39. Resolved, That the Legislative Council, representing mer.ely thepefsonal opl~lio~s 
of certain members of a body so strongly accused at a recent penod by the people of thIS 
Province, and so justly censured by the Report of th~ CO[~11l1Ll ee of ~he . House of C,om­
mons, is not an authority competent to demand alteratlOns In the constItutIOnal Act of tbe 
31st Geo. 3, c. 31, and that tbe said Act ought not to be and cannot be 'altered, except at 
such time and in such manner as m,iy be wished by the people of this Province,whose 
sentiments this House is alone competent to represent; tbat no interference on the part of 
the British Legislature with the laws and constitution of this province, which should not be 
founded on the wishes of the people, freely expressed either through this House or in any 
other constitutional manner, eould in anywise tend to settle any of the difficulties which 
exist in this province, but, on the contrary, would only aggravate them and prolong their 
continuance. 

40. Resolved, That this House expects from the justice of the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom, that no measure of the nature aforesaid, founded on the false representations of 
the Legislative Council and of the members and tools of the Colonial Administration, all 
interested in perpetuating existing abuses, will be adopted to the prejudice of tbe rights, 
liberties and welfare of the people of tbis province; but that on the contrary, the Imperial 
Legislature will comply with tbe wisbes of the people and of this House, and will provide 
the most effectual remedy for all evils present and future. either by rendering the Legislative 
C?ouncil e}ective in the manner mentioned in tbe Address of this Honse to His most gra­
c~ons MaJe~ty, ~f the 20th March 1833, or by enabling the people to express still more 
dlfectly their O~InIO~S as to the mea~ure~ to be adopted in that behalf~ and with regard to 
such other modificatIOns of the constitutIOn as the wants of the people and the interests of 
His ~ajesty's Government ill the province may require; and that tbis House perseveres in 
the said Address. 

41. Resolve~, TI:at His Majesty's S~cretary of State for the Colonial Department bas 
acknowledged III IllS despa.tche.s, that .1t I:as .freque.ntly been admitted tbat the people of 
Canada ought t.o see notbIng In tbe IllstltutlOtlS ot t-he neighbouring States which tbey 
could reg~rd w.lth ~nvy, ~nd that he has yet to. learn. that any such feeling now exist" 
amo~g HIS Majesty s ~ubJect? III Canada; to whICh thiS Honse answers, tbat tbe neigh­
boun~g ~tates bav.e a form ot government very fit to prevent abuses of power, and very 
effectIve III represslllg them ; tha~ the reverse of this order of things has always prevailed iil 
Canada under the present form ot government; tbat there exists in the neio-hbourino- States 
a stronger ~nd more gen~ral atta.chment to the national institutions than in an.:">), other 
c~untry, an~l ,that .the~e eXists also III those S~ates a guarantee for the progressive ad'vance 
of thel~' polll~cal InstltutlOns towa:ds perfectIOn, in the revision of the' same at short and 
determllla~e Intervals, by convenllons of the people, in order tbat they may without an 
shock or VIOlence be adapted to the actual state of things. Y 

42. Res.olv:d, That it ~vas in c?nsequence of a correct idea of the state of the countr , 
and of society generally III Amenca tbat the Committee of the H f C k Yd h I h ' . ' ouse 0 om mons as e 
IV et ler t ere was not III the two Canadas a "rowin 0- inell'natl'on t h' t' . ' . 
b 'd . 1:>.:"> 0 see t e IDS ItutIOns 

ecome lllOie all more popular and III that respect InOl'e and I'k h f h 
U . d S . . db'·· more 1 e t ose 0 t e 

Dlte tates, an t at John Neilson esqmre one of tIle ao-ent t c. thO 
d I I i" d " 0 s sen Hom IS country 

answere , t lat t le Ion ness for popular institutions had made . t . h ' 
C d . d \ h glea proevress 111 I e two 

ana as, an t lat t e same agent was asked whether he did n • thO k.:"> h' II 
be wise tbat tl I' f I ' o. III t at It wou c . le 0 )Ject 0 ev.ery c lange made ill the institutions of the pr' h I I b> 
to comply more and more IVlth the wishes of tbe I I. oVI~ce. s ou t. e 
~xtremely popular: to wbich question Ihis Hons/f~~Pa~d ~~c t~~ ~e::ro~h~ saId ll1StJlUtlOllS 
It represents, answers, solemnly and deliberately "Ye" it Id b . be people wbo,m 
excellent." , S, wou e wise; It would be 

t3. Resolved, That the constitution and form of government which would b t ' I' 
co .ony are not to be sought soleh' in the analoo-ies ",.. d b I . , . es S~lt t liS 
Bnta.lI1, where the stale of society"is altoo-etber dfffi . orrre y.t Ie IDstltutlOns (~f Great 
be WIse to turn to profit b the informati .:"> ~Ient rom OUI own; and that It would 
by the different and infiI~iteJv v'tried coO~t~O b~ galne1d by observ5ng the efFects produced 
E- 1 'I -' no HutlOns \\' lIch the KinO" , d P r " 

ng and lave !Trallt.:,,] to the several phnt'lli . 1 '. ' ':J~ an ar IalDent of 
.J , , ous <.Ill( 1,1)1,,1;11,:-; III AmerIca cllld bv stud"'j'"," 

, .J r 1_ ,:J 

)J)(" 
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the way in which virtuous and enlightened men have modified such colonial institutions 
when it could be done "'ith the assent of the partie's interested. . ." 

44. Resolved, That the unanimous consent with which all the AmerIcan States have 
adopted .and extended the elective system, shows tbat it is adapt,ed to the wishe~, manners 
and socIal state of the inhabitants of this continent; that thlS system prevaIls equally 
among those of British and those of Spanish oriain, although the latter, during the con­
tinuance of their colonial state, had been ul1d~r the calamitous yoke of ignorance and 
absolutism; and that we do not hesitate to ask from a Prince of the House of Brunswick, 
and a reformed Parliament, all the freedom and political powers which the Princes of the 
HOllse of Stuart and their Parliaments granted to the most favoured of the plantations 
formed at a period when such grants must have been less favourably regarded than they 
would ClOW be. 

45· Resolved, That it was not the best and. most free systems of colonial government 
which tended most to hasten the independenoe of the old English colonies; since the 
Province of New York, in which the institutions were most monarchical in the sense which 
that word appears to bear in the despatch of the Colonial Secretary, was the first to refuse 
obedience to an Act of the Parliament of Great Britain; and that tbe colonies of Connec­
ticut and Rhode Island, which though closely and affectionately connected with the mother 
country for a long course of years, enjoyed constitutions purely democratic, were the last 
to enter into a confederation rendered necessary by the conduct of bad servaDts of the 
Crc?wn, w~o called in the supreme authority of tbe Parliament, and the British Consti­
tutIOn to aId them to govern arbitrarily, listening mther to the governors and their advisers 
than to the people and their representatives, and shielding with their pfCltection those who 
consumed the taxes rather than those who paid them. 

46. Resolved, That with a view to the introduction of whatever the institutions of the 
neighbouring States offered that was good and applicable to the state of the province, this 
~ouse har! among other measures passed, during many years, a Bill founded on the prin~ 
clple of proportioning arithmetically the number of Representatives to the population of 
each place represented; and that if by the pressure of circumstances and the urgent neces­
sity which existed that the number of Representatives should be increased, it has been 
compelled to assent to amendments which violate that principle, by giving to several 
counties containing a population of littk more than 4,000 souls, the same number of 
Representati ves as to several others of which the population is five times as great, this 
disproportion is in the opinion of this House an act of injustice, for which it ought to seek 
a remedy: and that in new countries where the population increases rapidly, and tends to 
create new settlements, it is wise and equitable that by a frequent and periodical census, 
such increase, and the manner in which it is distributed, should be ascertained, principally 
for the purpose of settling the representation of tbe province on an equitable basis. . 

47. Resolved, That the fidelity of the people, and the protection of the government, are 
co-relative obligations, of wbich the one cannot long subsist without the other; that by 
reason of the c1efects which exist in the laws and constitution of this province, and of the 
manner in which those laws ~md that constitution have been administered, the people 0f 
this province are not sufficiently protected in their lives, their property and their honour; 
and that the long series of acts of injustice and oppression, of which they have to complain, 
have increased with alarming rapidity in violence and jn number under the present 
administration. 

48. Resolved, That in the midst of these disorders and sufferings, this House and the 
people whom it represents, had always cherished the hope and expressed their faith that 
His Majesty's Government in England did not knowingly and wilfully participate in the 
political immorality of its colonial agents and officers; and that it is with astonishment 
and grief that they have seen in the extract from the despatches of the Colonial Secretary, 
communicated to tbis House by the Governor-in-chief during the present session, that one 
at least of the members of His Majesty's Government entertains towards them feelings of 
prejudice and animosity, and inclines to favour plans of oppression and revenge, ill adapted 
to change a system of abuses, the continuance of which would altogether discourage' 
the people, extinguish in them lhe legitimate bope of happiness which, as British subjects, 
they entertained, and would leave them only the hard alternative of submitting to an 
ignominious bondage, or of seeing those ties endangered which unite them to the mother 
country. 

49. Resolved, That this House and the people whom it represents do not wish or intend 
to convey any threat; but that, relying as tbey do upon the principles of law and justice, 
they are and ought to be politically strong: el~ou$h not to be exposed to receive ~nsult from 
any man whomsoever, or bound to suffer It Jr1 SIlence; th~t tbe style,of the sa.ld, extr~cts 
from the despatches of the Colonial Secretary, as comm~lllcated to thIS House~ IS Insul~lng 
and inconsiderate to such a degree that no legally constItuted body, although Its funcuons 
were infinitely subordinate to those ~f legislation, could ~r ought to ,tolerate them; ,that no 
similar example can be found even 111 the despatches ot those of bl~ predecessors, I~ office 
least favourable to the rights of tbe coloni~s; that the ~enol' of the saId despatch~s IS lllc~m'" 
patible with the rights and privileges of tIllS House, whlCh ~:)Ugbt not to b,e call~d In questIOn 
or defined by the Colonial Secretary, ?ut whlch, as occasIon may requIre, WIll be succes~ 
sive1y promulgated and ~nfo]'ced by thIS HOl!Se. , " , 

50. Resoh-ed, That WIth regard to the followmg ~xpresslons III o~e of t~esald De­
spatches, "should events ,unhappily, force. u]>or; Parhame~t t?€ exercIse of ItS .~upreme 
authority to compose the ll1ternal dlssenslOrJ ?f the Co~ol1les, It would be ,my. object and 
my duty, as a servant of the Crown, to submIt to Parliament snch modlficatlOns of the 
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Charter of the Canadas as should tend, not to the introduction of instItutions inc~nsist~nt 
with monarchical government, but to maintaining ~r:d strengthe~i?g the ~om:exlOn with 
the mother country, by a close adherence to the Splfl~ ?f the BrItish ~onstltutlOn,. a?d by 
preserving in their proper place and within their due limits the mutual rights and pTlVI~e~es 
of all classes of His Majesty's subjects; "-if they are .to b.e understood as contammg 
a threat to introduce into the constilution any other modlficatlOlls than such as a.r~ asked 
for by the majority of tile people of thi~ province, who.se senti~entg cannot be legltlm~tely 
expressed by any other authority than Its representatives, thiS House ,,:ould es~eem Itself 
wantin~ in candour to the people of England, if i t hesit~ted to call their ,at~entlO.n to the 
fact that in less than 20 years the population of the Ul1l~e.d States ?f A~enca wdl be as 
great or O"reater than that of Great Britain, and that of Bntlsh America Will be as great or 
O"~eater than that of the former English Colonies was when the latter deemed that the time 
~as come to decide that the inappreciable advantage of governing themselves instead of 
being governed, ought to engage them to repuoiate a sy~t:em of ~olonial ?overnment 
which was, generally speaking, much better than that of British .AmerIca now I.S.. . 

51. Resolved, That the approbation expressed by the Colomal Secretary, III hiS said 
despatch, of the present composition of the Legislative Council, whose act~, since its pre­
tended reform, have been marked by party spirit and by invidious national distinctions and 
preferences, is a subject of just alarm to His Majesty's Canadian subjects in general, and 
more particularly to the great majority of them, who have 110t yielded at any time to any 
other class of the inhabitants of this province in their attachment to His Majesty's Govern­
ment, in their love of peace and .order, in re:spect for the laws, and in their wish to effect 
that union among the whole people which. is so milch to be desired, to the end that all may 
enjoy freely and equally the rights and aovantages of British subjects, and of the institu­
tions which have heen guaranteed to and are dear to the country; that the distinctions and 
preferences aforesaid have almost constantly been used and taken advantage of by the 
Colonial Administration of this Province, and the majority of the Legislative Councillors, 
Executi ve. qouncill?rs, Judges and other functionaries dependent upon it; and that nothing 
but the spmt of umon among the several classes of the people, and their conviction that 
their interest::! are the same, could have prevented collisions incompatible with the prosperity 
and safety of the province. 

~2_. Resolved, That sin<,:e a circums~a~ce, which. did not depend upon the choice of the 
maJonty of the people, their French ongm and theu use of the French lanO"uaO"e has been 
made by the .colonial. authorities. a pretext fo~ abuse, for exclusion, fol' pol~ical inferiority. 
for ~ se~aratlOn of nghts an~ J\lte~ests; tins House now appeals to the justice of His 
Majesty s G?ve.rnment a~d 01. Parliament? and to the honour of the people of England; 
that the. maJonty of the J\lhabltant~ of thiS co~ntry. a.re in nowise disposed to repudiate 
anyone of the advantages they denve from their OrlP"lO and from their descent from the 
French nation, which, with regard to the procrress otwhich it has been the cause in civi­
liza~ion, ill ~he sciences, in letters, and in the arts, has never been behind the British 
natIon, and IS. now the worthy rival of the lat~er i~ ~he ad vancement of the cause of liberty 
~nd ?~ the 8clence. of. Government; fr?m whICh thiS country derives the greater portion of 
ItS. c~vII and eccleslastl~al law, and of Its scholastIc and charitable institutions, and of the 
religion, language, habits, manners and customs of the great majority of its inhabitants. 

5:3- Resolved, That our felIo,~~sllbj~ctR, ?f British origin, in this province, came t; 
settle themselves lO ~ country, th~ lI1habltants whereof~ professing the religion of the 
Ch~rch o~ Rome, enjoyed .an established form of constitution and system of laws, b 
whIch theI: pers?ns and theIr property had be~n protected, governed and ordered, durin~ 
a long sefIes of years, .from . the first est~bhshment of the province of Canada;" tha~ 
pro!Dpted by t~~se COnSI?eratlOns, and gUIded by the rules of justice and of the law of 
natIons, the B~lt~sh. ParlIament enacted that, "in all matters of controversy, relative to 
property and CIVIl rights, resort should be had to the laws of Canada'" tl t h P '1' . t I"t d d d f' I '. , la w en al la-men a erwar s eparte rom tIe pnnclple thus recocrnised firstly by tl . t d . f th E I· h . . II· b , , Ie 111 ro uctlOn 
o e I~g l~ cnmlI~a a~, and afterwards by that of the representative s stem with all 
the constltutlOnal and parliamentary law necessary to l·tS r t t' . Yd'd ' . f' , ffi' penec ac IOn It I so III con-
ormlty to tne su clently expressed wish of the Canadian people' and t'llat t t o tl . t fbI', f . . > ,every a temp 
11 le par 0 pu Il; UllctlOnanes or of other persons (who 011 co· t ttl' h .. I h' d' '. . mlO a 0 se e III t e pro 

Vlllce, mat e t el~' cO.n l~lOn their own voluntary act) aO"aimt the existence f .' -
of the l~ws and lI1?tJtuhons peculiar to the country an~l any' dO. any pOI tIoa 
persons m the Legislative and Execu'ive Councl·ls ? th plePfon eranc~ given to snch 

• L ,111 e courts 0 law or I 11 d 
ments, are contrary to the enO'aO"ements of the Britd P .r ~ n 0 ?er epart-. 
ranteed to His Ma' est 's Can~d~an s b' . b 1. al lament, anu to the rIghts gua-
land, and on that ~f Zapitulations an~ ~t~~!~;e~.n the faIth of the national honour of Eng-· 

5+ Resolved, That any combination, whether effe~ted b .. 
Parliament, obtained in contravent"lon to 't, f ~ Y means of Acts of the Bntlsh . I . I ~ ormer enO"ageme t b f 
partJa and corrupt administration of the pre t . '? n s, or y means 0 the 
a violation of those rio'hls and would ao 10 s:n ~tonshtltultlOn ~nd system of law, would be 
f ', . ~, , ., ng as I s 011 d eXist 1 I d b 
rom motives of fear and constraint and 110t fl' ' )e 0 )eye y the people 
f· Ie" , rom C 10Ice and aft f I h 

o tie olomal AclmlUistrations and of their a 'ent' d' .,' ec l.on; t lat t e conduct 
the most part been of a nature uniustl t g is an lO::;cfU.ments ll1 thIS colony, has for 

I J • Y 0 create al)prehen I t h . peop e and government of the mother' t sons as 0 t e VIews of the 
tem of the inhabitants of this province cou~. r1, and tO

I 
endanger the confidence and con-

the observance of equal Jllstice, as th~ ':l:ic 1 ctn Ol~y be. secured by equal laws, and by 
Goyerml.1ent. e 0 COll IlCt III all the departments of the 

G.5· Resolved, 
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55 0 Resolved, That whether the number of that class of His Majesty's subject~ in this 
province, who are of British origin, be that mentioned in the said address of the Legisla­
ti~e Council, or whether (as the truth is) it amounts to less than half that number, the 
wls~es and i~terests_o.f ~he great majority of them are common to them and to their fellow­
subjects of l<r~nch onglO, and speaking the French language; that the one clas.s love the 
country of their birth, the other that of tbeir adoption; tbat the greater rortJ.on .of the 
latter have acknowledged the generally beneficial tendency of the laws and lllstltutlOns of 
the country, and have laboured, in concert with the former, to introduce into them gra­
dually, and by the authority of the Provincial Parliament, the improvements of wbich they 
have, from time to time, appeared susceptible, and have resisted the confusion which it has 
been endeavo~red to introduce into them in favour of schemes of monopoly and abuse, 
and that all without distinction wish anxiously for an impartial and protecting Government, 
.. 56: Resolved, That in addition to administrative and judicial abuses which have had an 
l?JUrIOUS effect upon the public welfare and confidence, attempts have been made, from 
time to time, to induce the Parliament of the United Kingdom, by deceiving its justice 
an~ abusing its benevolent intentions, to adopt measures cc~lculated to bring about combi­
natJ~ns of the nature above mentioned, and to pass Acts of internal legislation Jor this 
provInce, having the same tendency, and with regard to which the people of the country 
had not been consulted; that, unhappily, the attempts to obtain the passing of some of 
these measures were successful, especially that of the Act of the 6 Geoo 4, co 59, com­
monly.called the "Tenures Act," the repeal of which was unanimously demanded by all 
classes of the people, without distinction, through their representatives, a very short time 

- after the number of the latter was increased; and that this House has not yet been able to 
?btain from His Majesty's representative in this province, or from any other source, any 
Information as to the views of His Majesty's Government in England with regard to the 
repeal of the said AcL 
. 570 Resolved, That the object of the said Act was, according to the benevolent inten­

bons of Parliament, and as the title of the Act sets forth, the extinction of feudal and 
seigniorial rights and dues on lands held enfiif and d eens in this province, with the inten­
tion of favouring the great body of the inhabitants of the country, and protecting them 
against· the said dues, which were regarded as burdensome; but that the provisions of the 
said Act, far from having the effect aforesaid, afford facilities to seigniors to become, in 
opposition to the interests of their censitaires, the absolute proprietors of the extensive 
tracts of unconceded lands which, by the law of the country, they held only for the benefit 
of the inhabitants thereof, to whom they were bound to concede them in consideration of 
certain limited dues; that the said Act, if generally acted upon, would shut out the mass 
of the permanent inhabitants of the country from the vacant lands in the seigniories, while 
at the same time they have been constantly prev~nted from settling on the wastel:mds of 
the Crown on easy and Ii beral terms, and under a tenure adapted to the laws of the country, 
by the partial, secret and vicious manner in which the Crown Land department has been 
managed, and by the provisions of the Act aforesaid, with regard to the laws applicable to 
the lands in question; and that the application. made by certain seigniors foy a change of 
tenure, under the authority of the said Act, appear to prove the correctness of the view 
which this House has taken of its practical effecto 

580 Resolved, That it was only in consequence of an erroneOllS supposition that feudal 
charges were inherent in the law of this country, as far as the possession and transmission 
of real property and the tenures recognised by that law were concerned, that it was enacted 
in the said Act that the lands with regard to which a change of tenure should be effected, 
should thereafter be held under the tenure of free and common soccage; tbat the seig­
lliorial charges have been found burdensome in certain cases, chiefly by reason of tbe want 
of adequate means of obtaining tbe interference of the Colonial Government and of the 
courts of law, to enforce tbe ancient law of tbe country in that behalf, and that the Pro~ 
vincial Legislature was, moreover, fully competent to pass laws providing for the redem p­
tion of tbe said charges in a manner which should be in accordance with the interests of 
all parties, and for the introduction of tbe free tenures recognised by the laws of the 
country; that the House of Assemblv has been repeatedly occnpied, and now is occupied 
about this important subj ect; but th;lt the said Tenures Act, insufficient of itself to effect 
equitably the purpose for which it was passed, is of a nature to embarrass and create 
obstacles to the effectual measures which the legislature of the country, with a full know­
ledge of the subject, might be disposed to adopt; and that the application .thus ll~ade (to 
the exclusion of the Provincial Legislature) to the Parliament oftbe U oiled Kll1gdom, 
which was far less competent to make equitable enactments on a subject so complicated in 
its nature, could only have been made with a view to unlawful speculations and the. sub-
v.ersion of the laws of the colllltryo. .... 

590 Resolved, That, independently of Its many. other serIOUS lin perfectIOns, th.e said Act 
does not appeflr to bave been founded on a s~fficlent knowledge of ~he laws w~lc.h govern 
persons and property in this country, when It declm:es the laws of Great En.tam to be 
applicable to certain incidents .to real property ~herelll enumerate.d; Pond that It. has only 
served to aucrment the confUSIOn and doubt which had prevailed In the c<?urts of law, al~d 
in private tra~lsactions with regard to the law which applied to lands prevlOtlsly granted In 

free and common soccageo- .... 
600 Resolved, Tbat the provision of the Said. Act which has excited the greate~t aJarm, 

and which is most at variance with tbe rights of tbe people of the. country, and w~tl~ those 
of the Provincial Parliament, is that which enacts that lallds prevlous!y held enjld or en 
eel/sine shall, after a clJnnge of tenure shall have been e~ected with regard t? t,\1<2l11, be.lJeld 
in. free and common SOCC<l~e. and thereby become subject to the laws of Great Bnta:!), 
:39'20-" D unGer 
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under the several circumstances therein mentioned and enumerated; that besides being 
insufficient in itself, this provision is of a nature to ~ring into collision, in the olel s~ttl~­
ments, at multiplied points of contiguity, t~~ ~pposlt~ systems o~ l~ws, one of whIch IS 

entirely unknown to this country, in whlcb It IS Imposslb.le to c.arr)' It mto effect i that. flom 
the feeling manifested by the colonial authorities and theIr partisans tow~rds the l!lha~)\tants 
of the country, the latter have just reason to fear that the enactment I~l 9uestIOn IS only 
the prelude to the final subversion, by Acts of Parliament of Great Bntal~, fraudulently 
obtained in violation of its former engagements, of tbe system of laws by wblCh the persons 
and property of the people of this province w.ere so long haPPI!Y governed. 

61. Resolved, That the inhabitants of thIs country .bave Just reason to fe~r tbat the 
claims made to the property of the seminary of St. SulplCe, at Montreal, are 3.ttJ'lbutable to 
the desire of the colonial administration, and its agents and tools, to hasten this deplorable 
state of things; and that His Majesty's Govcmment in England would, by re-assuring His 
faithful subjects on tbis point, dissipate the alarm felt by the clergy, and by the wl}()le 
people without distinction, and merit their s!ncere gratitude... . 

62. Resolved, That it is the duty of thIS Hou~e to persIst 111 askmg for the absolute 
repeal of the said Tenures Act, and until such repeal shall be effected, to propose to the 
other branches of the Provincial Parliament such measures as may be adapted to weaken the 
pernici()us effect~ of the said Act. 

63. Resolved, That this Honse bas learned with regret, from one of tbe saitl despatches 
of the Colonial Secretary, that His Majesty has been advised to ,interfere in a matter which 
concerns the privileges of this HOllse; that in the case there alluded to, this House exer­
cised a privilege sol~mnly established by tbe House of Commons, before the principle on 
which it rests became the law of tbe laud; that this privilege is essential to tbe independ­
ence of tbis House, and to the freedom of its votes and proceedings; that the resolutions 
passed by tbis House, 011 the 15th of February 1831, are constitutional and well-founded, 
and are supported by the example of the Commons of Great Britain; that this House has 
repeatedly passed biJls for giving effect to the said principle, but that these bills failed to 

. become law, at first from the obstacles opposed to them in another branch of the Provincial 
Legislature, and slIbsequently by reason of the reservation of the last of the said bills for 
the signification of His Majesty's pleasllre in England, whence it has not yet been sent back; 
that until some bili to the same effect shall become law, this House persists in the said 
resolutions; and that the refusal of his Excellency, the present Governor-in-chief, to sign 
a writ for tbe election of a knight representative for the county of Montreal, ill the place ~of 
Dominique Mondelet, esquire, whose seat had been declared vacant, is a grievance of which 
tbili> House is entitled to obtain tbe redress, and one whicb wouJd alone have sufficed to put 
an end to all intercourse between it and tbe Colonial Executive, if the circumstances of rhe 
~oulltry hlad not offered an infinite number of other abuses and grievances against which it 
lS urgent y necessary to remonstrate. 

64. Resolved, Tbat the claims which have for many years been set up by the Executive 
Government. to. tha~ conl~l over. and power of appropriating a great portion of the 
r~venues leVied 111 thiS pro~l\lce,. whIch belong of right t? tbis House, are contrary to the 
Jlghls and ~o t~e constItutIOn. of t?e country; and tbat With regard to the said claims, this 
House persists III the declarations It bas heretofore made. 

65· Resolved, Tb~t the said claims .of the Executive have been vague and varying; that 
the documents relative to the saId claIms, and tbe accounts and estimates of expenses lao , 
before this House, h.ave likewise been varying and irregular, and insufficient to enable tbi~ 

. House to pro~eed with a fulluncierstanding of the subject on tbe matters to which tb 
. related; .t~1at Important heads of the ~ublic revenlle of the Province, collected either und';;. 
the. prov~slOns ot .the law or under arbitrary r~gulatio[)s, made by the Executive, have been 
omItted In the saId accounts; that nllmerous Items have been paid out of the publl· •. 

. h hi· f h' H c I evenue \\'Y .?U,t; : ~ut 10~lty ~ t IS h.ollse, or any ackno:vledgment. of its cOlltml over them, as 
sab~lle~ cor Sill I ~chule a ces, VI Ich .are n,ot r~coglllzed by thIS House, and even for other 
o Jects lor w lIC ,alter mature delIberatIOn It bad not deemed I't expe,jl·ent t . , f h '.' ~ 0 appropnate 
any po~tlon ate. publIc levenue; and that no accounts of the sums so expend'd t 
been laId befcre thIS HOllse. e lave 

. 66. Res~lv~d, T~at the Exe?utive Government bas endeavoured by means of the arbitral" 
]egulatJon~ aforeSaId, and partICularly bl' the sale of the waste lalld' ('tl C d f hY 
. b. I ' . ~ ~ a Ie I'own an 0 t e 

till] el on t le same, to create tor Itselt out of tile revenue h· h tl· H 'I I .' h f . .. W IC liS ouse on y las the 
llg t 0 appropnatlllg, resources Independent of the control of the'· ' f I 
people; and that the result has been a diminution of the wi J' lep~esentatlvehs. 0

1 
tle 

people h,we constitlltionally the rigb t of exorcising ouer the 10 des~m.et 111 . uenbce w IIC 1 the 
G t d I ,.' ~ a'mlnlsraUVe rancl'ofthe 

o~ernl\lell ,an over t lC :;pmt and tendency of its mea8ures 
. b7· Resolved, That tbis House having from time to tim· . I . ' 

bIll, to restore regularity to tbe financiar'system f tl ,e~ wit 1 ad vIew to .proceed by 
- f I d·' . . . a Ie provInce. an to provHje for th 

ex~ens~s 0 (l.e ~ mlDlSIl'atlOn of Jllstice alld of His Majest "s Civil G ' .. e 
asked tne ProvlDelal Government bv address for divers cl ,j d overnment t~elell1, 
financial matters, and to abuses cori'nected with the I ocument.5 an accoulltsrelatmg to 
especially during tbe present session and tht:' prece I·m, ~las methwltdh. repeated refusals, more 
f . . (Ing one· t at Ivers sub rdi . t bI" 
unctl?,nafle,s, summoned to appear before com mittee ~ f I!H' . ~ ,na e pu IC 

the saw subject, hal'e refused to do so in UI'" .s a t 1.'5 o,use to gIve IIItormatlon on 
Administrations \0 withdraw a larae Dorfio;~~.nt~e of t~11~ ~~Id Cli,llll set up by ~be Provineial 
contra) and even from tbe kno~led e of thi e pu ~ I: ll1c~me a.?d expendaure from ~he 
one (i t the said ::-\1 bordinatc fUljetiona~ies f I hS ~ow;e, '. that d Ullrlg the present sessIOn 
the orI£:inals ot oundf\" re',-isters of warr~o tel xecutl~e bemg called upon to produce 
H ~ .. '" ull ~ atH reports which it . . I' 

OUh€ to came to iJc uaminecl insisted on t " .' .was 111lportant to t lLS 
, lung plesetlt at the deliberations of the com-

mittee 
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mi.ttee. appointed by tb~ House f~r that purpose; and that the h~ad of the ~dm~Ilistrati?n 
belOg mformed of the fact, reframed from interferino- although In conformIty to Parha-

H to' , 
mentary usage, this ouse had pledged Itself that the said docum~nts. should be returned, 
and although the Governor-in-chief had him~e1f promised commUnIcatIOn of them. 

68. Resolved, That the result of tbe seClet an(1 unlawful distribution of a large portion 
of the public revenue of the province has been, that the Executive Government has always, 
except with regard to appropriations for objects of a local nature, considered itself bound 
to account for the public money to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury in England, 
and not to this House, nor according to its votes, or even in conformity to the laws passed 
by the Provincial Legislature; and that the accounts and statements laid before this House 
from time to time have never assumed the shape of a regular system of balanced accounts, 
but have been drawn up, one after another, with sllch alterations and irregularities as it 
pl.eased the administration of the day to introduce into them, from the accounts kept 
WIth the Lords of the Treasury, in which the whole public money received was included, 
as w.ell as all the items of eXpenditure, whether authorized or unauthorized by the Provincial 
l.eglslature. 

69. Resolved, That the pretensions and abuses aforesaid have taken away from this 
House even the shadow of control over the public revenue of the province, and have 
rendered it impossible for it to ascertain at any time the amount of revenue collected, the 
disposable amount of the same, and the sums required for the public service; and that the 
House having during many years passed bills, of which the models are to be found in the 
Statute-book of Great Britain, to establish a regular system of accountability and responsi­
bility in the department conu.ected with the receipt and expenditure of the revenue, these 
bills have failed in t.he Legislative Council. 

70. Resolved, That since the last session of the Provincial Parliament, the Governor-in­
chief of this Province, and the members of his Executive Government, relying on the pre­
tensions above mentioned, have without any lawful authority paid large sums out of the public 
revenue, subject to the control of this House; and that the said sums were divided according 
to t~)eir pleasure, and even in contradiction to the votes of this House, as incol"f)Qrated in the 
Supply Bill pass€d by it during the last session, and rejected by the Legislative Council. 

,71. Resolved, That this House will bold responsible for all monies whicb bave been, or 
may hereafter be paid, otherwise than under the authority of an Act of the Legislature~ 
or UpOI! an address of this House,' out of the public revenue of the province, all those who 
may have autborized such payments, or participated therein, until the said sums shall have 
been reimbursed, or 11 bill or bills of indemnity freely passed by this House shall have 
become law. 

72.' Resolved, That the course adopted by this House in t.he SuppJy. Bill, passed during 
the last session, of attaching certain conditions to certain votes, tor the purpose of pre­
venting the accumulation of i[!compatible offices in the same ,persons, and of obtaining the 
redress of certain abuses and grievallces, is wise and constitutional, and has frequently been 
adopted by the House of Commons, under analogous circumstances; and that if the Com­
mons of England do not now so frequently recur to it, it is because they have happily 
obtained the entire control of the revenue of the nation, and because the respect shown ta 
their opi[!ions with regard to the redress of grievances and abuses, by the otber constituted 
authorities, has regulated the working of the constitution in a manner equally adapted to 
give stability 10 His Majesty's Government, ann to protect the interests of tbe people. 

73. Hesolved, That it was anciently the practice of the House of Commons to withhold 
su ppl ies until grievances were renressed; apd that in following this course in the present 
conj uncture, we are warranted in our proceeding, as well by the most approved precedents, 
as by the spirit of the constitution itself. . . ' 

74. Resolved, That if hereafter, when the redress of all gnevances and abuses shall have 
been effected, this House slJOuld deem it fit and expedient to grant supplies, it ought not 
to do so otherwise than in the manner mentioned in its fifth and sixth resolution of the 

,16 March 1833, and by appropriating by its votes in an especial manner, and in the order 
in wbich they are enumerated in the said resolutions, the full amount of tbose heads of 
revenue, to the right of appropriating which claims have been set up by the Executive 
Government. 

75. Resolved, Tbat the number of the inhabitants of ~h.e country bein.g .about 600,000, 
thDse of Frencb origin are about 525,000, and those of Bntlsh or other ongm 75,000; and 

. that the establishment of the civil O"overnment of Lower Canada for the year 1832 , accord­
, ing to the yearly returns made by tbe Provincial Administration, for the .i~for!llatio? of the 
British Parliament, contained the names of 157 officers and others recelvlOg salanes, ~ho 
are apparently of British or foreign origin, and the names of 47 w~o.areapparently natIves 

,of the country, of French origin: that this statement does not exhIbIt the wbole dlspro~or-
tion which exists in tbe distribution of the publIc money and power, the latter class belllg 

,for the most part appointed to the .inferior and less lucra.tive offices, and most ~~equently 
only obtaining even theiDl:: by becommg the dependents of those who hold the l~ltoher ~nd 
more I ucrative offices; that the accum ulation of many of the best pfl:id and mo~t Influential, 
and at ,t\;e same time incompatible offices, in the same pe~'son) wblCh IS forbIdden by the 
laws and by soulld po~icy, exist~ especially for th~ b~nefit. of the forl11~r class? and tbat ~w~~ 

. thirds of the persons lllcluded III the last commissIOn. of tbe pe~ce Issued .1I~ the .provl{lce 
are a parentJy of British or foreign origin, .ancl one-~hlfd .only ot ~rencb onglll. ., . 

76 .P Resolved, Tbat this partial flud abUSIve practice of bestowl11g the .gre~t maJ.onty ot 
official places in tbe province on those only who are least connec~ed w1lh Its pellJ~anent 
interests, .and with the mass of jts inhabitants, bas b~en most espeCially remarkable III the. 
judicial 'department tbe judges t()r the three great OIstncts haVIng, WIth tbe exceptIOn of 

, ". D '2 one 
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one only in each, been systematically chosen from that class of persons, who, being born 

out of the country, are the least versed in its la\\'3, and in the language and usages of the 

majority of its inhabitants; that the result of tbeir intermed~ling in .t~e po!itic5 of the 

country, of their connexion with the Members of the Co.lot1ial ~dmllllstratJon, and of 

tbeir prejudices in favour of institutions foreign to and at val"la~ce with ~bos.e of the country, 

is that the majority of the said judges have introduced great 1.I"l:egulanty Into th~ gene~'al 

system of our jurisprudence, by neglecting to ground their de CISlO us on Its ~'ecognlsed prlO~ 

ciples; and tbat the claim laid by the said judges to the po.wer of regu.lat\ll~ tbe forms of 

legal proceedings in a manner contrary to the J~ws, and without the ll1terterence of the 

legislature, has frequently been extended to the tllndament~l. rule~ of the law.an.d of pra~­

tice' and that in consequence of the same system, the admInistration of the cnmlOallaw IS 

partial and nncertain, and such as .to afford but li~tle. protection to the .subject, and has 

failed to inspire that confidence whICh ought to be Its Il1separable companIOn. 

77. Resolved, That in consequence of their connexion with the n;tember~ of. the Provin­

cial Administrations, and of their antipathy to the country, some of the Said Judges have, 

in violation of the laws, attempted to abolisb the use in the courts. of law of the language 

spoken by the majority of the inh~bitants of the country, which IS nec.essary to the free 

action of the laws, and forms a pm'tlOn of the usages guaranteed to them IU the most solemn 

manner by the law of nations and by statutes of the British Parliament. 

78. Resolved, That some of the said judges, through partiality for political purposes, and 

in violation of the criminal law of England as established in this country, of their duty and 

of their oath, bave connived with divers law officers of the Crown, acting in the interest of 

the Provincial Administration, to allow the latter to engross and monopolize all criminal 

prosecutions of what nature soever, without allowing the private prosecutor to intervene or 
'be heard, or any advocate to express his opinion as amic'Us curia, when the Crown officers 

opposed it; that in con seq uence of this, nu merous prosecutions of a political nature have 

been brought in the courts of law by the Grown officers against those whose opinion~ were 

unfavourable to the Administration for the time being; while it was iD;lPossible for the very 

n~inerous class of H is Majesty's subjects to which the latter belonged to commence 

wltb'the slightest confidence any prosecution against those who, being protected. by the 

Adm~nistration, and having ~ountenanced !ts acts of violence, had been guilty of crimes 

or misdemeanors; that the tnbut;Ials u:foresaid have, as far as tbe persons composing tbem 

are concerned, undergone no modIficatlOn whatever, and inspire the same fears for the future . 

. 79· Resolved, Th~lt this .H<?use,. as rep~'esenting the pe~)pJe of this provipce, possesses of 

n~h.t, and has ~xercIR~~ wlth~n thiS provInce when occasIOn has required It, all the powers, 

prIvIleges and Immumtles claImed and possessed by the Commons House of Parliament in 

the kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

80, Resolved, That it is one of the undoubted privileges of this House to send for all 

pe~sons, p~pe.rs and reco~'ds, aud to commalld the attendance of all p",rsons, civil or military 

~esld.ent :'l\tbll1 ~he provllice, as witne~ses in all il.1Vestigations \\' hi(;h tbis HOllse may dee~ 

~t exp.edient .to ll1stltute; a~ld to reqUIre such witnesses to produce all papers and records 

In their keepmg, ~vhenever It shall d~em it cOl;ducive to the public good to do so • 

. 81:. R~solv~d: fhat as.the grand Inquest .or the province, .it is the duty of this House to 

mqUlle <.:oncel~Ing a.lI gnev~nces, atl(~ all Clr(;Umst~lJces whIch may endanger the general 

welfare of th.e l~habJtan.rs of the provll1ce, or be 01 a nature to excite alarm in them with 

regard to thel\' lIves, their hbertr, and their.property, to the end that such representations 

may be made to our Most GraclO~s Sovereign, or such legislative measures introduced as 

ma~ lead t.o the r~dress of such gn~vances, or te?d to allay such alarm; and that far f/om 

~lavlng a fIght t? llI~pede .the e.xe.rclse of these rIghts and privileges, the Governor-in-chief 

IS deputed by h~s Sover~lgn, IS Invested .with great powers, and r~eives alar e salar as 

mth~ ffJ defendlOg the nght~ of the sl~bJect and facilitating the exercise of thge privi1~ges 
o ~'2IS R~s~~~'e~nd of all ~onstItuted bodies, as for maintaining the prerogatives of the Crown . 

. : . ' That sl~ce ~he commencement of the present session, a reat number f 

b
petltlOnS relatdIng toh.thHe ll1fimte variety of objects connected with the publfc welfare ha~e 

een presente to t IS ouse and man d . , 
by it both from H" M' ; <G Y me~sap:es an Important communications received 

, IS aJesty s overnment III Euoland and f· H· M' 'P . . 

~ov~l~lllnent; that many bills have been introd~c~d i 'h' ~m IS aJesty s . rovlDclal 

mqUlnes ordered by it, in several of which . n t .IS y~s~, and many Important 

implicated; that the said petition' from the Go~ernor-m-chlef IS personally and deeply 

province; tbe said communication: from ~: ~n~tltu~nts, the peopl~ of all parts of this 

the Provincial Government. the said b'll l~. aJe~ty s Governm~nt III England and from 

inquiries commenced and i~tended to b~ ~il~::~~Y mtroduced or m preparation; the .said 

the presence of numerous witnesses the .. dO . Y prtsecuted, may and must neceSSItate 

of numerous clerks, messenO"ers and' assi rlOt
o 
nctlOn 0 nume.ro~s papers, the employment 

and daily disbursements fo;?ninO" t1~e c s/n~, and much ~fln~lllg, and lead to inevitable 

83. Resolved Th~t f'l'om tl 0 on Ingent expenses of tbls House. 
'u 1e year 179'2 to th' d 

made to meet these ex enses on"add' ," e pi esent, a vances had constantly been 

to the Governor-in-chirf, acc~rding ;~s~~~ SI~~I~~ ~o tl~at presented tbis year by this House 

that an address of this kind is the 1110 tiP CtIce a opted by the House of Commons' 

nnd th.at almost the whole amount of s so emn vl~te of credit which this Honse can pass' 

t '. h ' c a SUIll exceec '[lO" 277 000 l h 1 d ' 
vo es u': t e preclecessors of' hl's E II h G' '0 , • as oeen a vanced on such 

k "l' sce ene)' t e ov " I . f . 
~c now c-elses by his message of the 18th J anua ' ern 01 ~lO-C lie, and by hImself (as he 

mC;ll"redb'y any other govel~nor on c1C':Cl,nt of a:Y 1834), Wl.thout any risk having ever been 

hm e bad clifference·; atterlc'ed b . 1 'f such ad\ ance, althoucrh several of them 
A b " elY VIO ence and ' " h . 0 

.ssem ly, and without their apprebendinO' tb lll~llSd~e on t etr pan, with the House of 

disposed to make gOlJd the enaaO"em~' t 0 f ~t tHne t en .next Parliament would not be 

o t> .n SOt e Ollse of Assembly for the time being; 

and 
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and that this refusal of the Governor-in-chief, in the present instance, essentially impedes 
the despatch of the business for which the Parliament was called together, is derogatory to 
the !igbts and honour of this House, and forms another grievance for which the present 
administration of this prov}nce is responsible. .. . 

84· Resolved, That beSIdes the O"rievances and abuses before mentIOned, there eXIst m 
this province a great number of others (a part of which existed before the commencement 
,of the prese?t administration, which has maintained them, and is the author of a portion 
of them), wIth regard to which this House reserves to itself the right of complaining and 
demanding reparation, and the number of which is too great to allow of their being 
enumerated here: that this House points out, as among that number, 

ls~ly. The vicious composition and tbe irresponsibility of tbe Executive Council, the 
m.emlJer~ of which are at the same time judges of the Court of Appeals, and the secrecy 
wIth whICh not only the functions, but even the names of the members of that body have 
been kept from the knowledge of this House, wben inquiries have been instituted by it on 
the subject. 

2dly. The exorbitant fees illegally exacted in certain of the public offices, and in others 
connected with the judicial department, under regulations made bv the Executive Council. 

-by the judges, and by other functionaries usurping the powers of the legislature. 
, 3dl,}'. The .practice of illegally calling upon thejudges, to give their opinions secretly on 
questI~n~ whICh may be afterwards publicly and contradictorily argued before them; and 
the opmlOns themsel ves so given by the said judges, as political partizans, in opposition to 
the laws, but in favour of the administration for the time being. ' 

4th1y. The cumulation of public places and offices in the sa'me persons, and the efforts 
m~de by a number offamilies connected with the administration, to perpetuate this state of 
thlt1gs for their own advantage, and for the sake of domineering for ever, with interested 
views and in tbe spirit of party, over the people and their representatives. 

sthly. The intermeddling of members of the Legislative Councils in the election of the 
representatives of tbe people, for tbe purpose of influencing and controlling them by force, 
and .the selection freqlle~--illade of returning officers for the purpose of securing the same 
partJal and corrupt ends; the interference of the present Governor-in-chief himself in the 
sa~d elections; bis approval of the intermeddJing of the said legislative councillors, in the 
sa.ld elections; tbe partiality with which he intervened in the judicial proceedings connected 
WIth the said elections, for tbe purpose of influencing the said proceedings, ill a manner 
favourable to the military power aud contrary to the independence of the judicial power; 
and tb~ applause which, as commander of the forces, he bestowed upon the sanguinary 
executlon of the citizens by the soldiery. 

6thly. The interference of the armed military force at such elections, through which 
three peaceable citizens, wbose exertions were necessary to the support of their families, 
and wbo were strangers to the agitation of the election, were sbot dead in the streets; the 
applause bestowed by the Governor-in-chief and Commander of the Forces on the autbors 
of this sanguinary military execution (who had not been acquitted by a petty jury) for the 
firmness and discipline displayed by them on that occasion. 

7th1y. The variolls faulty and partial systems which have been followed ever since the 
passing of the Constitutional Act, with regard to the management of the waste lands in this 
province, and have rendered it impossible for the great majority of the people of the country 
to settle on the said lands; the fraudulent and illegal manner in wbich, contrary to His 
Majesty's instructions, Governors, Legislative and Executive Councillors, Judges and 
Stl bordinate officers have appropriated to themselves large tracts of the said lands; the 
monopoly of an extensive portion of the said lands in the bands of speculators residing in 
England, with which the province is now threatened; and tbe alarm generally felt therein 
with regard to the alleged participation of His Majesty's Government in this scheme, with­
out its baving deigned to re-assure his faithful subjects on this head, 0.1" to reply to the 
humble address to His Majesty adopted by this HOllse during the last sessIOn. . 

8tbly. The increase of the expenses of the Government without the authonty of the 
Legislature, and the tlisproportion of the salaries paid to public ~'uncti~:lDaries for the services 
performed by them, to the rent of real property, and to the orchnary Il1come commanded by 

. tIle exertions of persons possessing talent, industry and economy equal to, or greater than 
those of tbe said functionaries. 
~ gthly. The want of all recourse in tbe courts of law on the part of those who have just 
and legal claims on the Government. .-.... , 

1 othly. The too frequent reservation of bills for the sIgt1lficatlOn of HIS Majesty S I?leasure. 
and the neO'lect of tbe Colonial-office to consider such bdls, a great number of whlCh have 
never been bsent back to the province, and some of which ha.ve ev.en been returned .so late 
that doubts may be entertained as to the validity of. the ~anctJon given ~o tb~m; a clf~um­
stanco wbich has introduced irregularIty and uncertall1ty Into ~he le~\slatJ?n of the provIl1.ce, 
and is felt by this House as an impediment to tbe fe-introductlon of the bdls reserved dUflng 
the tben preceding session. . ' . 

11 thl . The neglect on the part of tbe ColonJaI-o~ce to gIve any an~wer to certam 
addressrs transmitted by tbis House o~ important subJects; tbe prac~.Jce tollow~d by the 
administration of communicating in an ll1complet.e manner, CI.nd by e~tlucts, an~ flequ:~.tly 
without O'iving their dates, the despatcbes received trol.11 time to ~lme on subJects,~ !ch 
bave enO'~ ed ~tbe attention of this House; and the t~o treque~t r~ferEnc~s ,to .{h.e opJlJlOn 
of His Ma1esty's Ministers in England,. o!~ tbe 'part ot. the provll.JClal admlulstwtlOn, upon 
points which it is in their power and wlth1l1 theu provl!1ce to declde. J J Th 
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12tbly. The unjust retention of the college at Quebec, which forms par.t of the estates of, 
the late Order of Jesuits, and which from a college has been transformed mto a barrack for 
soldiers' the renewal of the lease of a considerable portion of the same estates, by the 
provinci~l executive, in f~vour of a m~mber of. ~he Legislative Counci~, since those estates 
were returned to the Legislature, and IU oppositIOn to the prayer of ~ll1S House, and to the 
known wishes of a great number of His Majesty's subjects to obtam lands t~ere, and to 
settle on them; and the refusal of the said executive to communicate the sald lease, and 
other information on the subject, to this House. ., 

13th1y. The obstacles unj ustly opposed by the exec?tIve, frIendly. to abuse~ and to 
ignorance, to th~ establishment of colleges endowed by VirtuouS and (hsll1terest~d men, f~l' 
the purpose of meeting the growillg desire of the people for the careful educatIOn of theu 
children. 

14th1 y. The refusal of jus.tice .with regard to the accusations brOl~ght by this !louse, in 
the Hame of the people, agall1st Judges, for flagrant acts of malversation, and for Ignorance 
and violation of the law. 

15th1y. The refusals on the part of the governors, and more especially of. the pre~ent 
Governor-in-chief to communicate to this House the information asked for by ~t, from tl1l1e 
to time, and whi;h ,it had a right to obtain, on a great number of subjects connected with 
the public business of the pr<;>vince.. , . . 

J 6tbly. The refusal of HIS Majesty s Government to reImburse to the prov1l1ce the 
amount for which the late Receiver-general was a defaulter, and its neglect to enforce the 
recourse which the province was entitled to against the property and person of the late 
Receiver-general. 

8.!). Resolved, That the facts mentioned in the foregoing resolutions, demonstrate that 
the laws and constitutions of the province have not, at any period, been administered i!1 
a manner more contrary to the interests of His Majesty's Government, and to the rights 
of the people of this province, than under the present adminiRtration, and render it neces­
sary that his Excellency Matthew Lord Aylmer, of Balratb, the present Governor-in­
chief of this province, be formally accused by this House, of having, while acting as 
Governor, in contradiction to the wishes of the Imperial Parliament, and to the instruc­
tions he may have received, and against the honour and dignity of the Crown, and the 
rights and privileges of this House and the people whom it represents, so recomposed the 
Legislative Council as to augment the dissensions which rend this colony; of having 
seriously impeded the labours of this House, acting as the grand inquest of the country; 
of having d~spDsed of the public revenue of the province, against the consent of the 
Repres~ntatlV~s .of the people, and in violation of the l~w and constitution; of having 
mmntamed eXIst1l1g abuses, and created new ones; of havlIlg refused to sio'n a writ for the 
election of a representative to fill a vacancy which had happened in thi~ House, and to 
complete the number of representatives established by law for this province; and that this 
Ho.use expects from the honour, patriotism and justice of the reformed Parliament of the 
U.mted Kmgdom, .that the C0I11mons of the said Parliatnent will bring impeachments, and 
WIll support such Impeachments before the House of Lords ao-ainst the said Matthew Lord 
Aylmer, for his illegal, unjust and unconstitutional administrafion of the aovernment of this 
province; and against such o~ the wicked and perverse advisers who have ~isled him, as this 
Hou~e may hereafter accuse, If. ther~ be no means of obtaining justice against them in the 
provlDce, or at the hands. of HIS Majesty's Exe~utive Govern!llent in England. . 

86. Resolved, T~at thIS House hop~s and .beheves, that the mdependent members of both 
Houses of the Parl!ament of the U mted Kll1gdom will be disposed, both from inclination 
and from a s~nse ot. du~y, to suppo~·t.the accu~ations brought by this House, to watch over 
the preservatIOn of.lts rIghts and prIvileges whIch have been so frequently and violently at­
tack~d, more especIally by the present. administration; and so to act, that the people of this 
provll1ce may not be forced by oppressIOn to regret their dependence on the British Empire 
and to seek elsewhere a remedy for their afflictions. ' 

.87· Re.sol,:ed, That this ~ouse learne?, with gratitude, tbat Daniel O'Connell,Esq. had 
gIven ~lOtIce I? the House of Comm<;>ns III J u!y last, that during the present Session of the 
l.mpenal Parlla~lent, he ~ou~d call Its attentIOn to the necessity of reforming the Legisla­
tive and Execu~lve CounCIls It1 the. two Canadas; and that tbe interest thus shown for our 
own fa,te ~y hIm who~ .t~Je gratitude and .blessing-s of his countrymen have with the 
applau:;e of the whole clVlhzed world proclaImed Great and L'b . t d f' h 
fe]jow-countrymen entertain corresp~ndino- sentiments kee 1 ~.Ia o~, an tf ~ om °hur 

through the goodness of our cause and the '='services of s~cb ~s. a ~v~hm ;~ . ~e plOfe t at 
will not j.>ermit a minister, deceived by the interested rea. nen

t
,. e rfltls

h 
ar 18:me.nt 

d .. . d . plesen allons 0 t e provlDctal 
a mll1lstratlon an Its creatures and tools to exert (as the' fl' d 
10 apprehend that he may attempt to do,) tbe highest de:l:eIsorfeaoson r~m m.s ~spatches 

"t h' I . b .' ,b " ppresslOn m favour of 
a s~ s em W IC 1 ID etter tIUles be characterized as faulty and 0" 'b' f H' 
MaJest)~ wh~ are appare,ntly only known to him by the gre~; patien~~~~~:~ s~ .J~ct~ 0 I 1$ 
\lalled ID vam for promised reforms. w llC t ey lave 

SS. Resolv~d, That this House has the same confidence in J . h H 
the same gratI!ude for the anxiety which he has re eatedl sho~\~ep ume, Es'l.', a~d feels 
of these col011les, and the amelioration of their 1 P d Y . 11 ~or the good govemment 
said Daniel O'Connell and Joseph Hu E aw\an constItutIOns, and calls npon the 
under a tory ministry and befo thme, D sqrs., w ose constant devotedness was, even 
Emancipation of Irelan'd from th: e reborm

d 
of ParlIament, partially successful in the 

I · 1 ' , same on age and the S' r' I' D .. . h 
VI HC 1 ll1e communications received from th C I . 1 Same p? ltlea m enonty WIt 

, e 0 omal ecretary dUring the present sesslCIil 
n'lenace 
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menace the people of Lower Canada, to use their efforts that the laws and constitution of 
this province may be amended in the manner demanded by the people thereof; that the 
abuses and grievances of which the latter have to complain may be fully and entirely 
redressed; and that the laws and consti'tution may be hereafter administered in Ii. manner 
consonant with justice, with the honour of the Crown and of the people of England, and 
with the rights, liberties and privileges of the people of this province, and of this House 
by which they are represented. 

8g. Resolved, That thi.s House invites the members of the minority of the Legislative 
Council who partake the opinions of the people, the present members of the House of 
Assembly, until the next general election, and afterwards all the members then elected, 
and such other persons as they may associate with them, to form ODe committee or two 

. ~ommittees of correspondence, to sit at Quebec and Montreal in the first instance, and 
afterwards at such place as they shall think proper; the said committees to communicate 
with each other, and with the several local committees which may be formed in different 
parts of the province, and to enter into correspondence with the Hon. Denis Benjamin 
Viger, the agent of this 1?rovince in England, with the said Daniel O'Connell and Joseph 
Hume, Esqrs., and with such other members of the Hous'e of Lords or of the House of 
Commons, and such other persons in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, as 
they may deem expedient, for the purpose of supporting the claims of the people of this 
province and of this House; of furnishing such information, documents and opinions as 
they may think adapted to make 'known the state, wishes and wants of the province; ,the 
said committees also to correspond with such persons as they shall think proper in the other 
British colonies, which are all interested, that the most populous of their sister colonies 
do not sink under the violent attempt to perpetuate the abuses and evils which result as well 
from the vices of its constitution as from the combined malversation of the administrative, 
legislative and judicial departments, out of which have sprung insult and oppression for the 
people, and, by a necessary consequence, hatred and contempt on their part for the pr()­
vincial government. 

go. Resolved, That the Honou.rable Denis Benjamin Viger be requested to remain at the 
seat of His Majesty's Government, at least during the present session of th'e Imperial Par­
liament, to <;:ontinue to watch over the interests of the ,province with the sam~ zeal and 
the same devotedness as heretofore, without suffering himself to be discouraged by mere 
formal objections on the part of those who are unwilling to listen to the complaints of the 
country. , 

91. Resolved, that the fair and reasonable expenses of the said two Committees of 
·Correspondence, incurred by them in the performance of the dutie& entrusted to them by 
this House, are a debt which it contracts towards them; and that the representatives of the 
people are bound in honour to lise all constitutional means to reimburse such expenses tG 
the said Committee,or to sucb persons as may advance money to them for the .purposes 
above mentioned. . 

92. Resolved, that the message from his Excellency the Governor-in-chief, received 
on the 13th of January last, and relating to the writ of election for the county of Moutreal, 
with the extract from a despatch which accompanied it, the message from the same, 
received the same day, and relating to the Supply Bill, and the message from the same, 
received on the 14th January last, with the extract from a despatch which accompanied it, 
be expunged from the Journals of this HOllse. 

Enclosure 6, in No. 1.. 

RESOLUTION'S proposed hy Mr. Neilson on tbe 21st February 1834, in amendment of 
the Resolutions proposed by Mr. Bedard, and adopted by the Assembly. 

" 1. That the state of the province was fully considered by the House, and repres~nted 
to His Majesty and both Houses of Parliament, in its humble addresses of the 16th March 
iS31; and that the answer thereto of HisM~jesty'.s tben, pril1~ipal ~ecretary of State for 
the Colonial Department, dated tbe 7lh July followllIg, laid before thIS House on the 18th 
November of tne same year, contains a solemn pledge 011 the part of His Majesty's 
'Government, of its ready assent and co-operation in removing and re.m~dying tbe principal 
grievances and ablHles complained of in the said addresses, and that It IS t~le bound~n duty 
of this House to prooeed in the spirit of t~e said de.spatch, to.co-operate III ;promotlllg the 
peace, welfare, and good government of the provlllce, conformably to the Act of the 
.British Parliament under wbich it is constituted." 

" 2. That the extract of tbe despatch of His Majesty's principal Secr~tary of State for 
the Colonial Department, communicated to this House. in tbe message of HIS E.xcellency 
the Governor-in~chief of the 14th J.alluary last, contaJ.nsan acknowledgment ot th.e con­
tinued disposition 'of His Majesty's Governme~t to give ef!ect to the recommendations. of 
the Report of the Committee of tbe House of COl,nm.ons o~ tile, 22d July 1828,. ~a~e ~fter 
a fullinvestigati~)ll of tbepe~i~ions ~f all classes ot BI~ Majesty s subjects 111 dll" plovln;c~, 
and thereby furn,she.s an addJtlon~1 llldUG~ment to thIS. House t~ p:o,c~ed ean~estly, d,h-

tl d persevenngly in so far as depends upon It, to seCUle fOI Its constituents the 
~den Yt' an afforded by 'the said recommendations, cultivating harmony and good-will 
a van ages. . . I ,If." " 
throuo-hout the provlllce, and promotmg: tbe geneJa we ~Ie.. ." t " :t That it is urgent at the present ~Ime to make legls.lauve proVlS10~ Jor ,.~e. adva~~e­
..ment of the improvement of the provJl1ce, and the amelwratlOn of tbe conditIOn. ot J\S 

• t'I. D 4 mhubltams; 
.3;,12. 
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inhabitants; more particularly, 1st, for facilitating the occupation ~nder secur~ titles 0 f 
all lands in the vicinity of settlements, remaining in a state of wilderness, \~I.thout th e 
actual settler being burthened with any arbitrary or unnecessary dues or condItions, an d 
either upon the ancient tenures of the country, or in free and CO~lI1lOl1 soccage, as may. be 
the most agreeable to the occupant. 2d, For the greater cel'talOty.of th~ laws ~ffe~ll~lg 
real property throughout the province for the indepen?ence of the ~udges, and tor facl~I­
tatinO" the administration of justice and recourse against the provlllctal government .w 
cour~ of law. 3d, For the greater responsibility of high public office~s, and the trial 
within the province, of impeachments. 4th, ~or the settlement ~f all public aCCO!lOts, and 
for a full and fair investiO"ation into all salaries, emoluments of office, fees and expenses 
exacted under public authbority, and a redLlction of all unnecessary cbarges and burthens 
on the subject." 

Tbe House divided on the motion of amendment. 
Yeas :-Messieurs Anderson, Bakel', Berthelet, Calflwell, Cas~r~in,' Cavillier, Davis, 

Duval, Goodhue, Gugy, Hoyle, Knowlton? Languedoc, Le Bauttlher, Lemay, Neilson, 
Power, Quisnel, Steuart, Taylor, "Vood, WrJ~ht, Wurtele and Young (24)' . 

Nays :-Messieurs Amiot, .tHchambeault, Bedard, Bertrand, Besserer, ~lanchard, BOls­
sonnaults, Bouffard, Bourdages, Bureau, CareaLl, Ca~eaLl, Courteau, ~hdd, de Ble?ry, 
Dionne, Deligny, Deschamps, de Tonnan~our, de -W:llt, ~acques DOrion, P. A. DOrl~n, 
Drolet Fortin Girouard Guillet Huot KImber, LafontalDe, Larue, Letourneau, Leslie, , , , , '. . R b 
Masson, Methol, Morin, Mousseau, Noel, Pauhn, Proulx, Raymond, Rlvar~, oe rune" 
Rochon, Rodier, Scott, Simon, A. C. Taschereau, P. E. Taschereau, TeSSier, ToomY21 
Tmdel, Turgeon, Valois, Vanfelson, Godbout, and Viger (56). 

Enclosure 7, in No. 1. 

RESOLUTIONS of the ASSEMBLY upon the Secretary of Stale's Despatch, of 7th July 
1831, in Answer to their Petition to the King. 

1. Resolved, That this House receive with sentiments of gratitude the gracious expression 
of His Majesty's paternal regard for the welfare and happiness of his subjects in this 
province, as the proofs of a just and liberal policy towards them, contained in the despatch 
of His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonial Department, dated the 
7th of July last; but particularly the acknowledgments that the regulation of the internal 
affairs of the colony ought to be left exclusively to the local Legislature. 

2. Resolved, That it is tbe opinion of this Committee, that this House sincerely par­
ticipates in the feelings of kindness and good will manifested in the said despatch, and in 
the earnest desire to strengthen the bonds already subsisting between this colony and the 
parent state. 

3. Resolved, That this House will proceed with all due diligence and deliberation to 
provide, as far as depends upon it, remedies for the various matters of complaint contained 
in its humble petition on the state of the province, forwarded at the close of last session, 
and referred to in tbe said despatch. 

4· Resolved, That this House gratefully acknowledges the promptitude with which the 
petition to His Majesty was transmitied by his Excellencv tbe Governor-in-Chief and 
th~ early and perspicuous manner in which the same was c~nsidered and answered by the 
Right Honourable Lord Goderich, His Majesty's principal Secretary of State for the 
colonial department. , 

5· ~esolved, That t~e 1st, 2d .and 3d heads ~f the said despatch, relating to education, 
be referred to the stanchng Commlltee on educatIOn and schools. 

6. Resolved, That the 5th head of the said despatch, relating to regulations of trade, 
be referred to the COllJmittee of Trade. ~ 

. 7·. Resolved, Th.at th~ si.xth, seventh, eighth an? ninth h~ads of the said despatch, 
lelatIng to th~ CO?I t8 of JustICe and the state of the law, be referred to the Committee on 
the courts of J uotlce . 
. 8: .Resolved, That tbe eleventh head ?f thc said despatch, relating to executive and 
JudICIary officers, be referred to the commIttee of grievances. 

9· Resolved~ :rhat the t.welfth head of the said despatch, relating to the responsibility 
and accountabIlity of pLlbhc.officers, be referred to the committee of accounts. 

10. Resolved, That .the saId cOJ:?mittees severally, have power to report on the heads 
referred to them, by bJil or otherWIse . 
. 11. Resolv.ed, .That this House will not fail ~o give its eariy and most deliberate atten­

tIOn t? the promlse.d d~spatches on th~ m?st Import~nt subjects of the crown lands, and 
selec~lOn and co~stJtutlOn of the Legislative CouncIl, whenever the said des atcbes sh U 
be laId before tbls House. p a 

12. Resolved, That an humble address be presented to his Excellencv tIle G . 
\ . f . I . fl' . J Jovernor-lll-

C lie , wIt 1 caples 0 t le foregOIng- resol Ll tions. 
Order~d, T!lat Mr. Neils~n, Mr. Louis Bourdages, Mr. Dessalllles and Mr. Leslie, dQ 

present tne said addres$to hlS Excellency the Governor-in-chief. 

House of Assembly, 29th Nov,embel' 1831. 
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Enclosure 8, in No.1. 

LIST, of the LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

NAME. 

Jonathan Sewell -

Charles J. Sewell, Bishop 
of Quebec 

Sir G. Pownal, knight -
Charles de St. Ours 
John Hale 

Sir J. Caldwell, bart. 
Herman W. Ryland 

James Cuthbert 
Charles W. Grant 
Pierre D. Debartzch. 
Thomas Coffin 
Roderic Mackenzie 
Louis Gugy-

James Kerr -

Edward Bowen 

William B. Felton 

Mathew Bell 
Toussaint Pothier -
John Stewart 

John Forsvth 
Samuel H~tt 
Denis B. Viger 
Louis Guy 
George Moffatt -
Roc de St. Ours 
Peter M'Gill 
John Molson 
M. P. de Sales Laterriere 
Frs. X. Malhiol 
Jean Dessaulles 
Bart Joliette 
Pierre de Rocheblave 
Robert W. Harwood 
Antoine G. Cauillard 
Horatio Gates 
Robert Jones 
James, Baxter 
Francois Quirouet 

392. 

Date and Mode of Appointment. 

by mandamus dated 5 May 1808 

by mandamus dated 30 Jan. 1828. 

Date of mandamus not known. 
by mandamus dated 2 Dec. 1808. 
by mandamus dated 3 Dec. 1808. 

by mandamus dated 15 Dec. 1811. 
by mandamus dated 17 Dec. 1811 

by mandamus dated 18 Dec.1811. 
by mandamus dated 21 Dec. 1811. 

by mandamus dated 8 May 1817. 
by mandamus dated 10 May 1817. 
by mandamus dated 10 April 1818 

by mandamus dated 19 Oct. 1821 

by mandamus dated 20 Oct. 1821 

by mandamus dated 4 April 1822 

by mandamus dated 30 April 1823. 
bymandamus dated 22 July 1824 
by mandamus dated 13 May 1325. 

by mandamus dated 3 July 1827. 
by mandamus dated 25 Nov. 1829. 
by mandamus dated 30 Nov. 1829. 
by mandamus dated 20 Dec. 1830' 
by mandamus dated 24 Dec. 1830. 
by mandamus dated 1 Jan. 1832. 
by mandamus dated 3 Jan. 1832. 
by mandamus dated 4 Jan. 1832 • 

by mandamus dated 5 Jan. 1832. 
by mandamus dated 6 Jan. 1832 • 

by mandamus dated 7 Jan. 1832. 
by mandamus dated 8 Jan. 1832. 
by mandamus dated 9 Jan. 1832. 
by mandamus dated 10 Jan. 1832. 
by mandamus dated 11 Jan. 1832. 
by mandamus dated 1 Aug. 1832. 
by mandamus dated 2 Aug. 1832. 
by mandamus dated Aug. 1832. 
by mandamus dated z5 Oct. 1833. 

E 

Whether 
the Individual holds BDy other, 

and what Office. 

- - he is also Chief Justice 
of the province and Speaker 
of the legislative council. 
- - he is also a Member of 
the executive council. 

- - he is also Receiver-ge­
neral for the province of 
Lower Canada. 

- - he is also clerk of the 
executive council. 

- - he is also sheriff of the 
district of Montreat 
- - he is also a puisne Judge 
of the Court of King's Bench 
for the district of Quebec, 
and Judge of the Court of 
Vice-admiralty for the pro­
vince of Lower Canada. 
- - he is also a puisne Judge 
of the Court of King's Bench 
for the district of Quebec. 
- - he is also Commissioner 
for the sale and manage­
ment of Crown lands. 

- - he is also a Member of 
the executive council, Mas­
ter of the Trinity-house at 
Quebec, and Commissioner 
for managing the estates of 
the late order of Jesuits in 
Lower Canada. 
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Enclosure 9, in No.1-

SUBSTANCE of A DDRESiJES from the House of Assembly [0 the Governor-in-chief during 
the present Session, with His Excellency's Answers. 

ADDRESSES 
for Information from the House of Assembly. 

1. For any information respeCLiJg the ex­
tension of tbe lease of the forges of St. 
Maurice. 

2. For copies of opinio;:cs 2nd a(]vice given 
by the persons consulted by Hi", Excellency 
on the subject of the writ of election for a 
member for the County of Montreal, in place 
of Mr. Mondelet, who was expelled from the 
House of Assembly in consequence of his 
acceptance of office.- Rifused. 

3. For statement of Lods et Ventes, in the 
suburhs of Quebec, and copies of inslruc­
tions to the clerk of the terral's and in­
spector-general of tbe King's domain. 

4. For the original accounts and vouchers 
of receipts and payments of the receiver­
general hom October 1830 to Oct. 1833. 

5. For half-yearly accounts of sales and 
monies received and expended by commis­
sioner of Crown lands. 

6. For original accounts and vouchers of 
expenditure and revenue of the province, 
as may be required from time to time. 

7. For record-book of warrants issued on 
receiver-general, record-book of reports of 
auditor-general, and record-book of reports 
kept by clerk of Executive Council. 

8. For copy of despatch from Secretary 
of State respecting the Supply Bill of 1832. 

9. For blue book from 1830 inclusive. 

10. Whether the lease of the forges of St. 
Maurice has been extended to lVIr. Bell 
and if so, for a copy of the lease.-Rifusea: 

11. For statement of monies appropriated 
and not yet paid, and probable amount of 
revenue to 10 October 1834. 

1:, For ~ocuments relating to the qua­
rantIne station at Grosse Isle. 

13· For statement of monies in vault with 
three keys, and in receiver-general's vault. 

14· For copy of proceedings before coro­
ner at Montreal on the body of Solomon 
Barbeau, who died in that city in Nuvember 
last. 

15· . F?r copies of accounts rendered by 
FommlSSlOners named under Act 1 & 2 
Will. 4, c. ~l. ' 

16. For statement of amount of revenue 
of the locks at the cascades, cedars, and Co­
teau du Lac, since 1831. 

17· For statement of lands granted or 
leased t.o JIembers of the Legislative and 
~xeclltlve ~ouncils. judges, and other pub­
lIC officers SlUce the date of the report made 
b.v the Committee of the House of Commons 
JulY:2:2 1828. 

ANSWERS 
of His Excellency the Governor-in-chief. 

That he has been authorised to extend the 
lease to tbe Honourable M. Bell for 10 

years. 
That he In ust decline furnishing the in­

formation prayed for. 

That the proper officei' will be directed 
to furnish the information prayed for. 

That he must decline directing the re­
ceiver-general to divest himself of the pos­
session of them, but that he shall be directed 
to attend the Committee and furnish them 
with ,such information as may be consistent 
with his duty to bis superiors. 

That he \11 ust decline furnishing the infor­
mation prayed for. 

That the proper officer will be directed to 
furnish the information prayed for. 

Ditto. 

He lays before the House of Assembly an 
extract from Viscount Goderich's Des­
patch of 9 April 1832. No. 92. 

The proper officer will be directed to fur­
nish the information prayed for. 

The lease is now in the hands of the pro­
per officer, for the purpose of being forfeited; 
but he must decline furnishing the House with 
a copy of it, in conformity with his decision 
upon the 0ccasion of the Address of the 
Assembly of 22 Dec. 1832 upon the same 
subject. 

That the proper officer will be directed to 
furnish the information prayed for. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 
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ADDRESSES 
for information from the House of Assembly. 

18. For guart,erly ~tatements of receipts 
and lXlyments of receiver-general from Jan­
uary 1831 to January 1834, distinguishing 
theeiviJ government from the JesQits' estates. 

19. For quarterly statements of amount. 
in receiver-general's vault and vault witb 
three locks from January 1831 to January 
1834. 

20. For information and statements rela­
tive to the disposal of Crown lanos and 
clergy reserves in certain townships.-Re­
fused. 

21. For information respecting the affairs 
of the late receiver-general, Sir John Cald. 
well. 

22. For correspondence between the Pro­
vincial Gov~rnment and proprietors of land 
taken by Government for the Grenville 
Canal. 

23. For information as to the objections 
which exist to the appointment of Jews as 
magistrates. 

24. For copies of all correspondence that 
has taken place between His Majesty's Go­
vernment and the Seminary of St. Sulpice, 
of Montreal, and copies of suits brought by 
the law officers on tbe subject.-Rifused. 

25. For copy of Instrnctions to the medi­
cal board appointed to examine wounded 
militia men. 

ANSWERS 
of His Excellency the Governor-in-chief. 

That the proper officer will be directed to 
furnish the information prayed for. 

Ditto. 

Having already declined furnishing the 
information prayed for, he cannot permit 
the commissioner of Crown lands to accede 
thereto on the present occasion. 

That in answer to a reference he made to 
the Secretary of State for the Colonial De­
partment upon this subject, he has been in­
formed that the LonkCommissioners of His 
Majesty's Treasury have instructed tbeir so­
licitor to press the appeal of Mr. H. Cald­
well before the privy council to a decision, 
and that no arrangements have been made 

- with Sir J. Calc1 well si nce that by the Lords 
of the Treasury on 21 March 1826. 

_ That the proper officer ,will be directed 
to furnish the inform'ltion prayed for. 

Ditto. 

That he must decline furnishing the infor­
mation prayed for, and that he much regrets 
that he cannot feel justified in so doing, as 
the correspondence furnishes indisputable 
proofs of the liberal and disinterested views 
of His Majesty's Government regarding the 
seminary, and of their anxiety to promote 
the prosperity of the City of Montreal.­
He is not aware of any suits having been 
brought. 

That the proper officer will be directed to 
furnish the information prayed for. 

Enclosure 10, in No. 1. 

STATEMENT showing the Amount of the CIVIL EXPENDITURE in Lower Canada for 
the Year 1833, the Amount whicb was paid on Account thereof, and the Balance still 
remaining unpaid, 

The amount of the civil expenditure of the year 1833, as estimated for, is 
Deduct expenses of the Legislature, to be paid out of funds at their dis­

posal 

Add permanent civil list, not included in the estimate -

On account of the sum there was paid out of certain revenues at the dis­
posal of the Crown by provincial Acts, and out of the casual and terri-
torial revenues - - -

Balance still unpaid, sterling - - - £. 

The net produce collected under the Imperial Act 14 OeD. 3, c. 88, in 
the year 1833, for Lower Canada, was - -

£. s, d. 
54,604 16 6 

14,9 1 7 8 

39,61)7 8 6 
5,900 

-------
45,587 8 6 

14,082 4 9 

31,505 3 9 

Quebec} 3 March, 1834. 

(signed) Jos. Cary, }A t t J. G, p. P. ccoun an s. 

E 2 
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Enclosure 11, in No. 1. 

STATEMENT showing the probable Amount of the REVENUES of Low~r .Canada ~hich 
have hitherto been considered at the disposal of the Crown, and of the CIvil Expenditure 
to be defrayed thereont, for the year ending 10th October 1834. 

£. s. d. 
Probable net amount of the casual and territorial revenue, exclusive of 

4,800 
5,200 
5,000 -

land and timber-fund 
Probable net amount of the produce of the provincial Act 41 Geo. 3 
Annual aid by provincial Act 35 Geo. 3 - - - - -
Probable net produce of the Imperial Act 14 Geo. 3, c. 88 - 34,000 

Total Revenue, sterling £. 49,000 

The estimated amount of the civil expenditure of the £. $. d. 
year 1834 is - - - - - - - - 59,395 13 4 

Deduct expenses of the Legislature, to be paid out of the 
funds at their disposal - 19,265 1" 10 

Add amount of permanent civil list, not included in the 
estimate - 5,900 

Surplus sterling - - - £. 2,969 8 6 

(signed) Jos. Cary, 
J. G. P. P . .A. Quebec, 3 March 1834. 

Enclosure u, in No.1. 

S1'ATEMENT showing the Amounts of the ESTIMATES for the CIVIL EXPENDITURE of 
Lower Canada for the Years from 1829 to 1834 inclusive. 

Year. Amount Sterliug. 

t. $. d. 
1829 62,123 10 9 

E X P LAN A T ION S. 

The excess of th~ eS.timate f<?f 1830 over that for 1829 arises 
from the followmg Items bemg charged more in 1830:-

iieu~.-g.ov. of Gaspe is charged for two years' difference 3~O 
PrOVInCial agent - -' ditto - - - ditto - - 200 
Audi~or-ge~eral's office ditto - - -' ditto - 500 
ContIngenCies of the Legislative Council - - 1,260 

Ditto - - - House of Assembly - 3,150 
Circuits - - - - - - 591 
C~ntingencies of the administration of justice - 1,068 
Miscellaneous - - _ - _ _"' 
Repairs to public buildings - 1,7

00 
- 3,000 

The following items,. charged in the estimate fOf 1830, were 
omitted in that for 1831 ;-

Sal~ry of Lieu~en~nt-governor of Gaspe for two years - {;;o 
D~tto pro~lDclal agent for two years 
D~tto auditor-general - ditto _ _ 
D~tto two provincial judges, difference _ 
D~tto adv?cate-general for two years _ 
D~tto chairman of the quarter sessions _ 
Dlt~o chairman at Gaspe, for two years 

PensIOns -

40 0 
1,000 

400 
400 

- ],250 
450 

Circuits, less - - _ _ _ 

MC~ntingencies of the Legislature, less than theyea~'183~ 
" lscellaneous - -

440 
1,041 
4,460 
2,74 1 
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Year5. Amount Sterling. 

.£. 

59,395 13 4 

E X P LAN A T ION S. 

The following items in the estimate for 1832 were charged 
more than in 1831 :-

Contingencies of Assembly 
Indemnity to Members - _ 
POI' unforeseen expenses of Government -
Items before paid out of the Jesuits' estates 

{

This decrease is accounted for by the Permanent Civil 
List, not included - - _ _ _ _ 

Salary of Lieutenant-governor, omitted - - -
Indemnity to Members of Assembly, omitted - -

{
The contingencies of the House of Assembly were in­

creased this year - - ~ - - _ . _ 

-No.2.-

£. 
2,225 
2,500 

1,000 

1,067 

COpy of a D ESP ATe H from Lord Aylmer- to t~e Earl of Aberdeen. 

My Lord, Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 18 March 1835. 
ON the 14th instant I had the honour of transmitting to your Lordship an 

Address to The King (engrossed on parchment), of the House of Assembly of 
Lower Canada, on the state of the province. I now take leave to offer some obsero 
vations on those passages only of the Address which immediately concern my 
administration of the Government of the province, and abstaining from taking any 
notice of the other passages in: the Address, in \vhich the proceedings. of 
His Majesty's Government at home, and the House of Commons have been 
adverted to. 

In the first place, I can only answer to the imputations of the House of Assembly, 
aeffcting myself individually of being actuated by "vindictive and bitter feelings," 
and of "arbitrary and unbecoming conduct on my part displayed towards the 
people of the province," that the truth of those imputations can only be judged of 
by the public acts of my ,administration which speak for themselves, and require 
neither comment or explanation in so far as regards the feelings and conduct im­
puted to me by the Assembly. 

The House of Assembly complain, "that the chief recommendation to office. 
continues to be a marked and bitter animosity towards the people of this province, 
that it is seldom men of French Canadian' origin find their way into office under 
any circumstances," and so forth. 

The assertion that it is seldom men of French Canadian origin find their way 
into office, is best answered by a reference to ~acts. From the accompanying ~o~ 
statement, it appears that of 142 appointments which have been made to offices -----­
of profit and emolument, from the commencement of my administration in the 
month of October] 830 to the 1 st of the present month (March 1835), 80 are of 
French origin, and 62 not of French origin, that during the same period the ap-
pointments made to offices, not of profit and emolument, amounting to 580 ; 295 
are of French origin, and 285 not of French origin. It thus appears, that in the 
two instances above-mentioned, the one of appointments to offices of profit and 
emoluments, and the other to offices not of profit and emolument, the advantage is 
on the side of individuals of French origin. 

In regard of the appointment of commissioners for the trial of small causes in 
different parts of the country, the same statement shows that those appointments 
amounted during the same period to 330, of \'i'hich 151 are of French origin, and 
] 79 not of French origin, leaving a trifling numerical advant~ge in favour of the 
latter class, which is accounted for in a nota bene at the foot of the statement. 

The'appointments to be commissioners for the trial of small causes had no 
392• E 3 connexion 
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connexion whatever with the aeneral election, during which the Local Government 
preserved the strictest neutraftty. An augmentation of. the number ~f the magis­
trates in various parts of the country, which had been III contemplatlOn for some 
time, was suspended on that occasion to avoid anything that coul~ bear the a~pear­
ance of an interference with the elections; and the same returnmg officers In the 
several counties cities and borouahs who had before performed that office, were re­
appointed, alth~ugh it was perfec~ly we1l known that the greater number of ~hem 
were favourable to the party opposed to. the <J.0vernment, and those only OI. the 
former returning officers were removed (a few In number), who had on prevIOus 
occasions incurred the censure of the majority of the House of Assembly. 

The assertion of the House of Assembly, that the persons appointed by me to 
office are men who display" a marked and bitter animosity towards the people of 
this province," must appear very extrao.rdinary afte7 .revie~ing the .a~company~ng 
statement of appointments to office dunng my admInIstratIOn, and It IS one whIch 
I find difficult to answer because the individuals alluded to are themselves taken , . 
from" the people of the province," towards whom they are represented as entertalll-
ing sentiments of" marked and bitter animosity." 

The drift of this assertion of the House of Assembly is evidently to make it 
appear that the Canadians of French origin are u~fairl~ dealt wit~ in t~e. distribu­
tion of offices; and it is made a matter of complamt WIth a certall1 pohtlcal party 
in the province, which is identified with the majority of the House of Assembly, 
that the Canadians of French origin are not appointed to office in numbers cor­
responding with their proportion to the whole population of the province. Upon 
this point I take leave to submit a few observations to your Lordship's considera­
tion. They oceUl' in my answer to an address from the inhabitants of Montreal 
during the last summer, and are in~roduced here in order that they may be pre­
sented to your Lordship's notice in an official form. 

Hit be desirable that a rule should be established for the distribution of the honours 
and employments at the disposal of the Crown amongst the King's subjects in the 
province of different origin, according their relative numbers, it becomes a matter 
for consideration, in what manner this object is to be accomplished. Is it proposed 
t.o separate and divide into classes the inhabitants of English, French, Scotch, 
Irish and American birth or origin; and in like manner to parcel out into shares 
proportioned to their respective numbers all those honours and employments assign­
ing to each class its due proportion? or, is it proposed, that successively as employ­
ments in the various departments of the administration become disposable, they 
~hall be conferred on individuals of the several classes in rotation, thereby establish­
mg a species of lottery of the favours and distinctions of Government. 

In gi.ving effect to t~e .principle of dis!ribution above-mentioned, the necessary 
calculatIOns for ascertall1mg the numbers ll1 each class must undergo frequent revi­
siom;, with ref~rence to the constant.changes going forward in the component parts 
of the populatIOn of the province from the effects of immigration and other circum­
stan~es. r:r:hese, and oth~r details, would inevitably give rise to further complaints 
and J~alousle~; but what IS more than all to be deprecated, the principle above­
mentIOned dIrectly tends to keep alive and perpetuate those very distinctions of 
national origin, which have been complained of, and of which th~ traces cannot 
for the tranquility and prosperity of the province, be too speedilv or too effectually 
obliterated. ~ 

It.is not i.n the ligh~ in which this subject has just been placed that I understand 
the ~Ib~raI VIews of HIS IV[ajesty's Government, but rather that the most riaid im­
p~rtlahty shall be observed in dis.tributing the honours and employments!:> at the 
dlsposa~ of the Crown, and. that WIthout reference to national origin, he who may 
be con~Ide:e.d the best quahfied for employment, or most deservinG' of honour, shall 
be the mdlVldual preferred. 0 

!his! as I under~tand it, is the principJe upon "~hich His Majesty's R~presen~ 
tatlve m the prOVInce should govern hIS proceedwG's in the distribution of the 
honours and empl?yments at the disposal of the C~own, a departure from it in 
~~~our ~f any partIcul~r class can alone constitute a just ground of complaint, and 
II mflexlblyand st~adIly acte.d upon, no such ground of complaint can reasonably 
be !)l"lJUgh1. {CliTiElrcl on any SIde. 

r blye 0;11y to add, my Lord) to the foregoing observations, that the principles 

they 
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they iricuI~ate have served as the l'Ille of my public conduct in the administration of 
the Government of this proyince; and that in selecting individuals for office,. I have 
invariably made choice of those who, according to the best of my judgment, were 
best qualified for it, without partiality, favour or affection. 

It appears from the statement which accompanies this despatch, and referred to 
above, that of the appointments to offices of profit and emolument which have been 
made during my administration, more than one-half, have been bestowed upon 
Canadians of French origin. The assertion of the House of Assembly, therefore, 
that" it is seldom men of French Canadian origin find their way into office under 
any circumstances," has be,en fully disproved. And with reference to the com­
plaints of the Assembly upon that head, I beg to call your Lordship's attention to 
the fact, that the whole of the preferment of the Roman-catholic church in the 
province, exceeding 25,000 t. per annum, besides fees and dues, is almost exclu­
sively in the hands of" men of French Canadian origin; " the head of their church, 
in the province (himself invariably a French Canadian enjoying a large revenue, of 
which 1,000 t. per annum is paid out of the military chest), disposing of that pre­
ferment at pleasure, and without the slightest interf/i;rence or control being ever 
. attempted on the part of the Local Government. I beg not to be understood in 
stating this fact, that I contemplate or would desire to see any change in the pre­
sent system of patronage in the Catholic church, far from it; the fact is brouaht 
forward merely with reference to the complaints of the Assembly. b 

In addition to the foregoing advantage enjoyed almost exclusively by " men of 
French Canadian origin," the appointment of teachers in the schools established 
in the country parts of the province, under the authority of Acts of the Provincial 
Legislature, with salaries and allowances amounting altogether to 18,000 t. per 
annum, is virtually at the disposal of the Members of the House of Assembly, of 
whom the great majority (66 out of 88) are of French origin. 

, Taking together the facts which I have had the 'honour of stating above, your 
Lordship will perhaps be of opinion that the Assembly have no reasonable cause 
to complain of the men of "French Canadian origin" being upon an inferior 
footing to their fellow subjects of British and other origin in the province, in regard 
to the enjoyment of offices of profit or emolument. . 

The House of Assembly next complain, that "even the sacred character of 
justice has been recently polluted in its source, by the appointing to the high office 
of judae for the district of Montreal" a man who was a violent and decided 
" part~an of the administration of the Earl of Dalhousie, and the declared enemy 
of the laws which he is bound to administer." 

The appointment, above alluded to, is evidently that of Mr. Gale, to be puisne 
judae for the district of Montreal; and the charge of the Assembly, that " he is 
the bdeclared enemy of the laws he is bound to administer," is one of so great im-

Portance considerina the high judicial situation of the accused party, that it may 
,b I} I d' d' d be presumed the Assembly will .follo~ it up by a more lOn~a p~ocee lll.g Irect~ 

against Mr. Gale individually; 111 whIch case, an opportumty WIll beaftorded hIm 
of defending his own character. 

I will therefore only remark, with reference to. the ~ppointment of. Mr. Gale, 
that he is indebted for it to his own character for 111tegnty and professlOnall~now­
ledge, and to the recommendation of a gentle!llan l:oldi~g- one of the hIghest 
judicial appointments in the province, and who hm1self IS ul1lversally respect~d. 

For the rest, the political opinions entertai?ed .by Mr. Gale, whatever t~o~e 
may be, have never been brought unde.r my nO~Ice,. 111 the course of my adm.1l1ls­
tration, by any act or proceeding of ~1IS; and It ?l~ not .appear to me to be. eIther 
necessary or proper, when the questIon of .appollltmg 111m .to a seat on the bench 
wa~ under my c?nsideration, .to r~fer to p?l~tlcal ~on~ro~ersles l~n~ p~st, and upon 
the merits of whIch a great dIverSIty of opmlOn plevaIls 111 the pIO\lllce. 

I come next to the complaint of the Assembly, ~n relation to my re:?sal to com­
pI with the desire expressed by the town-councIl of ~ontreal, dUIIng the past 

y t t d the qllaI'antine r€'O'ulations to that City, and to advance funds summer, 0 ex en b· . f: ·11 . 
from the public chest in aid of indigent emIgrants: A reference to acts :"1 III 
tl. . " the former case furnish the most conclUSIve answer to the comp~amts of 

11S, as m , d' . t pI' se you th House of Assembly' but before I proeee , It IS necessury .0 ap I r 
L~rdship that the town-~oun~il of Montreal enters very warmly mto the ge~e~al 

E 4 polItics 
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politics of the province, and that on that su~ject it sympathizes with the House of 
Assembly, of which it may be said to be a branch. 

In the month of Jnly last, the mayor of Montreal addressed a Jetter to my. civil 
secretary, and transmitted with it a set of resolutions adopted at an extraordmary 
meeting of the town-council, recommending that application should be made to ~e 
to extend to the city of Montreal the quarantine regulations which were then In 

force at Gr?sse Isle, the quarantine station 30 I?iles b~Io~ Quebe~ ; . and also !or 
pecuniary aId from the public funds for the rehef of Indigent emigrants. Being 
'at that moment absent from Quebec, the above-mentioned communication from 
the mayor and town.council of Montreal was forwarded to me at Sorel; and an 

\o<;u,e. answer was returned, of which I have the honour of transmitting a copy (Enclo-

~~o. '?> ~:c~o<;u,e. sure, NO.4). and to which I take .leave to ~olicit.your L?rdship's particular at.ten­
~o. A- '£; tion, the House of Assembly having described It as bemg" marked by coldness 

and insult." 

The restrictions necessarily imposed upon vessels arrIving at Grosse Isle, in 
giving effect to the quarantine regulations established in the province, have been 
found productive of great, although unavoidable, hardship, inconvenience and loss to 
individuals, and to the mercantile body, and complaints upon that subject have 
even reached the Colonial-office; to add therefore to those evils, by subjecting indi­
viduals to further restrictions, after having undergone the necessary detention and 
examination for the prevention of the introdllction of disease into the province, 
required by the regulations of the quarantine station, was if possible to be avoided. 
The- repetition of those restrictions, tberefore, was discouraged by me, when sug­
gested by the town-council of Montreal. There is, moreover, another consideration 
which does not appear to have been contemplated by them. The city of Montreal 
is distant 180 miles from Quebec inland; and steam-vessels (the usual conveyance 
in the summer season for travellers from Quebec to Montreal) make two stoppages 

. on the route, one at Three Ri vel'S, and the other at Sorel; so that if it were deemed 
necessary to extend the quarantine regulations to Montreal, as suggested by the 
town-council, it would have been equally necessary to extend these regulations, 
first to Three Rivers, and then to Sorel. In this manner, therefore, persons arriving 
from beyond sea would be subjected to all the restrictions of quarantine at four 
distinct stations in successions; namelv, at Grosse Isle, at Three Rivers, at Sorel, 
and finally at Montreal.· . 

!be application for the issue of funds from the public chest in aid of indigent 
emIgrants must have been made by the town-council of Montreal with the full 
knowledge of my ineffectual attempts to induce the House of Assembly to make 
the necessary appropriation for the relief of that class of emigrants, upon which 
subject I shall have occasion to add a few words presently . 

. I can net refrain from remarking that these complaints, in relation to the exten­
:IOI~ of the quarantine station to Montreal, and the issue of public money in aid of 
mdlgent emigrants, come with a very ill grace from the House of Assembly and 
under all the circumstances of the case. ' 

During the session of the last year, I sent down a message to the House of 
Assembly, to the following effect: . 

. '.' With reference to t?: measures adopted by the Executive Government, for 
glvIr~g effect to the proVISIOns of the Quarantine Act of the year 1795, as com­
~unl,cated to the House of Assembly during the present session, the Governor­
I~~chlef now r.ecommends, to the House, to take into their consideration the expe. 
dleney, of plac~ng at the disposal of the Executive Government, to be made LIse of 
~ccordlDg to cl~cumstances, a sum adequate to defray the expenses of the necessary 
Impl'ovement~ III the esta?lishment at, Grosse Isle, and to provide for its curre;t 
exp:-nses durmg the ensul~~ season, III the event of its being deemed necessary 
agalll to resort to the prOVISIOns of the before~mentioned Act." 

The above-recited message remained unnoticed on the table of the House of 
Assembly, and the session te.r~inated without any provision whatever having been 
made by the Assembly for gIVIng effect to the quarantine establishment. 

It was under these circumstances, and when a petition was before the House of 
Commons, on the part of the House of Assembly, demandinO' that articles of im­
peachment should be preferred against me by that Honourable House before the 
House of Lords, founded upon various accusations, amongst which were enumerated 

( alleged) 



TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE EARL OF ABERDEEN. 41 

(~l1eged) illegal advances made by me from the public chest; it was under these 
Clrcumstances that, in order to meet the wishes of the province at large, I took 
u~on myself the responsibility of advancing the necessary f?nds for the re-esta­
bhshm~nt of the quarantine station at Grosse Isle, amountmg to nearly 4,000 t" 
fO,r whICh no bill of indemnity has yet been passed, and for which I am therefore 
stlll accountable. 

The objections which had been raised in the Upper Province, and by a portion 
of the mercantile body in Lower Canada, to the tax upon emigrants~ together with 
other circumstances, having excited doubts in mv mind whether a renewal of the 
Bill (then on the point of expiring), imposing ihat tax, would receive the Royal 
sanction, I decided upon reserving it for the signification of His Majesty's pleasure, 
in the event of its being brought up to me at the close of the session; and at the 
sa~e time being desirous of obtaining some temporary aid for the relief of indigent 
emlgrants, I sent down to the House of Assembly (on the 14th January 1834), 
a message, which I now transcribe. 

" The Governor-in-chief considers it to be necessary to apprize the House of 
Assembly, with reference to the Act 2 Will. 4, c. 17, intituled, 'An Act to create 
a Fund for defraying the Expenses of providing Medical Assistance for Sick- Emi­
grants, and of enabling Indigent Persons of that description to proceed to their 
Destination,' which Act will expire on the 1st day of May next, that it will be his 
duty to reserve for the signification of His Majesty's pleasure any Act continuing 
the aforesaid Act, or imposing any tax on emigrants arriving in this colony, 

"The Governor-in-chief therefore recommends to the House of Assembly .to 
take into consideration the expediency of making temporary provision from the 
public funds of the province, in aid of sick and indigent emigrants in the cities of 
Quebec and Montreal, thereby relieving the inhabitants of those places from the 
appeals on behalf of such persons, which have heretofore been found to be alike 
burthensome to their means, and distressing to their feelings." 

The message above recited remained, like the preceding one, altogether unno~ 
ticed by the House of Assembly, which separated at the end of the session, after 
having renewed the Emigrant Tax Bill (which, as I intimated to them would be 
the case, was reserved for the signification of His Majesty's pleasure), but without 
making any temporary provision for the relief of indigent emigrants, as recom­
mended in my message. 

As I have observed above, the town-council of Montreal must have been aware 
of the fact <?f my having communicated such a message to the House of Assembly, 
and of the fate of it, when they applied to me to issue money from the public 
funds; and they must likewise have been aware (for two of their body, Members 
of the House of Assembly, were parties to the measure,) that the Assembly had 
demanded my impeachment upon certain accusations, amongst which was one 
charging me with having taken money from the public chest without legal 
authority. 

But, my Lord, had I yielded to the wishes of the town~counci1 in the instance 
in question, I should have been assailed from all quarters for advances from the 
public chest for the establishment of hospitals in various parts of the country; and 
considering that every circumstance in the present state of this province is laid 
hold of, and converted to party purposes, a refusal in anyone instance would have 
been made the subject of loud and bitter complaints against the Local Government. 
I felt, moreover, that the application of the town-council of Montreal was not such 
as to justify an exception being made to the rule I had laid d.o~n for my own 
guidance in regard to the issue of public m~ney, ~ec~use sub~cnptlOns had been 
raised there, as well as at Quebec, for the relIef of mdigent emIgrants. 

There is only one point remaining to be noticed in the petition of the House of 
Assembly, which immediately bears upon the local administration; it relates. to 
" the payment of the public servants without (as the Assembly allege) the sanctlOn 
or cognizance of the only body authorized to give such sanction," 

I can only state, in answer to that assertion, that the payments made to the 
public servants, since the failure of the Supply Bill in th,e year 183~, have all been 
made, according to the instructions of the Secretary of State, out at the casu~l a~d 
, 39 2• F terntorIal 



42 LOWER CAl\i".DA:-DESPATCH FROM LORD AYLMER 

territorial revenue (which belongs to the Crown), and out of the revenues dis­
tinctly appropriated and placed at the disposal of the Crown, towards t~e su pport 
of the civil government and the administration of justice, by the followmg Acts of 
the Provincial Legislature, namely, the 35 Geo. 3, c. 9, and 41 Geo. 3, c. 13 
and 14. 

It may be, although not distinctly stated in their petition, that the Assembly 
likewise complain of the payments recently made to the public officers on acco~~t 
of the arrears of salaries, and contingent allowances due to them, out of the mIlI­
tary chest, equal to 31,000 t. sterling. That payment, in like manner~ was made 
in pursuance of the instructions of the Secretary of State for the Colomal Depart­
ment; and I have only to remark in relation to it, that although the subject was 
distinctly brought before the House of Assembly, at the opening of the session 
which has just terminated, and although almost immediately afterlVards they were 
urged (in my mess acre of the 3d instant) to make provision for the re-payment of 
that sum, the Assembbly have separated without even having taken my message into 

consideration. 

The petition of the House of Assembly embraces several other points, which 
(as I have already observed at the commencement of this despatch) I have left un­
touched, as not being exclusively directed against my own administration. 

I have likewise abstained from noticing the terms used by the Assembly in 
describing my pub:ic acts, and the feelings imputed to me, confident as I am that 
the general tenor and language of that body regarding myself will not fail to be 
appreciated by your Lorrlship as it deserves. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Aylmer. 

Enclosure 1, in No. ~. 

TO the KING'S Most Excellent MAJESTY. 

May it please Your Majesty, 

WE, y,0ur Majes~y's fait~ful and loyal subjects, the Commons of the province of Lower 
Canada, In provincial ParlIament assembled, most respectfully approach Your Majesty 
to expose: 

That, during tbe l~st session of the Imperial Parliament, the Commons of the province 
of ~ower Cana~~, In the name of the people whom they represent, approached Your 
MaJes~y by petltl.on, dated from Quebec, on the 1st day of March 1834, settin cr forth 
th~ g!'levances whlC~ the p~ople ?~ the .sai~ p~ovince suffered, arising out of the ~icious 
Pll~clples up?n. whl~h then' political InstitutIOns are basen, aggravated by a series of 
arbitrary admlDlstratlons to whIch the province has been subjected. 

That the inquiry which W2.S instituted before a Select Committee, appointed by the 
~-Ionourable the House of Commons, upon Canada Affairs, on the 15th of April 1834 
Incl~l?ed the. people of Lower Canada to hope tbat not only would the prayer of tbei; 
p:~ltI~n be hstene~ to, but that the grievances therein set forth, which your petitioners 
h,\7e leason to believe were fully supported, would be immediately redressed . 

. Tbat this hope, whi~h your ~etitioners. cannot deem unreasonable, was still further 
stlengt.hened by tile retIrement ot Your Majesty's late Secretary of State for the Colonies 
the Right Hon?u~'able ~. G. Stanley, and ~be subsequent appointment of the Righ~ 
~?ruHble T: Spnng Rice; the more espeCially after. the repeated declarations of the 

Ig]t onoU! able the Secretary of Stat~ for the Colol1les, that Your Majesty's Govern­
ment was. actuated ~y the strongest deslfe to render justice to the people of the Jrovince 
by r.emovll1g the vanous abuses under which they suffer, and affording to the r .' 
against the recurrence thereof. m securIty 

b T~at your petitioners, however, regret to state, that not only does the said petition of 
t e om mons of Lower Ca~ad.a to Your Majesty seem to have been total! necrlected but 
~h~ ne~ ab.1rs hdave ?ee~ 1l1fllCted upon ~he people of this province, which if got spe~dily 
e ove, WI ten to 1l1Clease to an alanmng degrte, the discontents which have so long 

prevailed, 
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prevailed. and will ultimately alienate the affections of the people, even from the Govern­
ment of England itself. 

That. among the additional grievances of which the people of this province have to 
c<;>mplam, your petitioners would invite the attention of Your Majesty to the fact, that 
h.IS Excellency,.Matthew Lord Aylmer, is still continued in the Government of t.his pro­
Vlllce, after havmg been formally accused in the aforesaid petition, of " illegal, unJ ust and 
unconstitutional conduct," and after having borne himself towards the representatives of 
the p~ople of Lower Canada in a manner insulting to a body, intrusted with legislative 
functl?ns and destructive of the respect which should be due to Your Majesty's repre­
sentatIve. 

That th~ acts of the Governor-in-chief, of which the people of this province have still 
to coC?plam, were for the most part enumerated in the aforesaid petition to Yom Majesty; 
that since that time, the vindictive ann bitter feelings, together with the arbitrary and 
unbe.coming conduct which his Excellency has displayed towards the people of this 
P~'ovln?e, have created an universal feeling of discontent towards his Excellency's admi­
DlstratlOn. 

T~at among the just subjects of complaint against the present administration of this 
provlI~ce, the system which is exhibited in the distribution of offices, necessarily holds a 
conspicuous place, that the chief recommendation to office continues to be a display of 
marked and bitter animosity towards the majority of the people of this province; that it is 
seldom men of French Canadian origin find their way into office under any circumstances; 
but when they are appointed, it is not until they have alienated themselves from tbe 
s~mpathies of the people, and allied themselves with the factious minority opposed to the 
WIshes and interests of the country; and that even the sacred character of justice has been 
recently polluted in its source by the appointing to the high office of judge of the King's 
Ben~h. for t~le district of Montreal, a man who was a violent and decided partisan of the 
admll1lstratlOn of the Earl of Dalhousie, and the declared enemy of the laws which he is 
sworn to administer; and also by the appointment of a great number of commissioners for 
the trial of small causes, in different parts of the country, intentionally selected on the 
eve of a general election, from among the notorious partisans of the present adminis­
tration. 

That another cause of complaint, which has arisen sinee the aforesaid petition of the 
commons of Lower Canada to Your Majesty, is the culpable indifference betrayed by the 
Governor-in-chief on the subject of the frightful ravages committed by the Asiatic cholera 
during the last summer; that a few days after the existence of the dreadful scourge in 
the city of Montreal was ascertained, the corporation of the said city, in accordance 
with its strict line of duty, passed a series of resolutions authorizing an application to the 
Governor-in-chief for an extension of the quarantine regulations to the port of Montreal, 
and for an aid for the purpose of forwarding the destitute emigrants to their destination; 
that the answer of the Governor was more than a bare refusal; it was marked by cold­
ness and insult; that your petitioners are firmly of opinion that the virulence which the 
disease subsequently assumed in the said city of Montreal would have been considerably 
mitigated had the head of the administration complied with the prayer of the corporation; 
and that the people of the country generally, and more especially the surviving rela­
tives of the 1,300 victims who died in Montreal, and of the thousands in the province 
who have fallen victims to the disease, look upon the conduct of his Excellency as one 
of the principal causes of their suffering ana. bereavement. ., 

That since the aforesaid petition of the Commons of Lower Canada, Your Majesty's 
Government, in opposition to the prayer of the said petition, as well as to the numerous 
representations on that subject submitted to Your Majesty by the House of Ass~mbly, 
and by several of its authorized agents, has sanctioned the sale of lands belongIng to 
this province to several in~j~iduals using the title of the " ~rit!sh N ol"th American. Lan,d 
Company;" and your petItioners also h~ve>. r~ason for beh~vlOg th~t Your Majesty s 
Government have likewise sold to the Il1G1Vlduals aforesaid extenSIve tracts of land 
belonging to this province, and th~reby. have t~xe(~ . this co.lony, c?~trary to the most 
important and indisputable of the bU"th-fights .of B.fltlsh subJec!s, wOlch were mO.re par­
ticularly acknowledged and confirmed to colomes wah local legislatures by the fa~th ~nd 
honour of the British Parliament, pledged by the declaratory Act of 1778; the VIOlatIOn 
of which principle, recognized in said. Act, led to the .rightfUl. ~nd succ~ssful resistance 
of the former British colonies, and dlsmembennent of the Bntlsh empire: That your 
petitioners, viewing with alarm such an ~ncroachme~t ~pon th~ir poli~ica~ privi~eges, 
would fain believe that it has been made WIthout consldenng theIr constltutlOnal rIghts, 
and the provisions of said declaratory Act; that y?ur petitioners, nevertheless, solemnly 
protest against this violation of the most sacred flg.hts of the ~eople .of Lower Canada, 
and pray Your Majesty to reco~lmend to your Parhament the 1I~I?edlate repeal of the 
Act passed in fav?ur of .the saId .Land <?0L?pany ; that ,Your petlt~on~rs hav~ reason to 
believe that the said tax IS now bemg paid II1to the colol1lal chest of thIS proVll1ce for the 
disposal of the Executive, without the sanct~o.n, and in ~e~ance of th~ expressed will of the 
Commons of Lower Canada' that your petItIOners antICIpate With fear, as a consequence 
thereof, a frightful increase ~f corruption itl this province; that in addition to the fears 
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generated by this unconstitutional taxation, and the equally unconstitutional applicatiof} 
of the sain tax, your petitioners foresee, as arising out of the peculiar powers conferre[:, 
on the company in question, the destruction of the political indep.ende[]ce of the people 
who m~y unfortunately become subject to its control, and who WIll be rendered basely 
subserVIent to the said company. 

That tl:e c.ontinned dilapidations of the revenues of the .prov!nce, in .direct ,:iolation of 
the cOnstitutIOn, are another source of alarm to YOU'" Majesty s Canadian subJects; that 
after the abandonment of the late Colonial Secretary's project to seize upon the said 
revenues by suspending an Act wbich did no more than confirm to the Ccmmons of Lower 
Canada a right previously recognized, without conferring any new privileges, 'Your 
Majesty's Canadian subjects did not expect to be so soon called upon to resist similar 
unconstitutional encroachl1lents and dilapiclations, yet very recently the indisputable 
privileges of the Assembly have been again violated by the payment f?f the public ser­
vants, without the sanction or cognizance of the only body authonzed to give such 
sanction. 

That the people of the Old Colonies, now the U nit.ed ~tales of N?rth America, however 
much they were aggrieved by attempts at unconstItutional taxatIOn, had much less to 
complain of, on the score of executive usurpation, ihan the people of this province; the 
Assel1l hly having repeatedly declared its fixed determination not to sanction that which 
it must ever consider a tyrannical violation of its rights, and which the people of this pro­
vince regard as a virtual dissolution of the constitution, and for the consequences of which 
your petitioners callnot answer. 

That under these circul1lstimces, your petitioners claim for Your Majesty's Canadian 
subjects Your Majesty's protection against these and similar acts of pillage; that Your 
Majesty may, and ought at once to ascertain, in order to bring to just punishment, those 
who authorized so criminal an assumption of power. 

That inasmuch as no session of the Provincial Parliament has intervened since the date 
of the aforesaid petition of the Commons of this province to Your Majesty, your petitioners 
abstain from alluding at any length to the in,superable d!ffer~nces and. the ev~r-widening 
breach between the House of Assembly and the Legislative Councll of thls province 
differences springing out of the very constitution of the latter body; nevertheless you: 
petitioners cannot avoid reminding Your Majesty, that the aforesaid petition contained 
a prayer that the Legislative Council as at present constituted be abolished, and that the 
people of the province be empowered to elect the second branch of the Legislature in 
future, as the only means of producing that harmony without which internal peace and 
good government cannot exist. 

That as an evidence that the people at large fully participate in the opinions of the 
majority of the House of Assembly, your petitioners take leave to refer Your Majesty to 
the result of the recent elections !n the said l?fovince o.f Low.er ~anada~ whi~h avowedly 
turned upon the approval or the disapproval of the electIVe pnnclple. and wluch result is 
almost unanimously in favour of the said principle. 

Wherefore, your petitioners, expressing the sentiments of the majority of the inhabi­
tan~s. of Lower Canada, pra~ Your Majesty to comply with the prayer of the aforesaid 
petltlO~s of the Commons of Lo~e.r Canada, dat~d on the 1st day of March 1834, and 
also ~Vlth that of the. pr~sent petltton, by removmg the abuses and grievances set forth 
!herelD! so that full Justice be rendered to the Hou3e of Assembly, and to the people 
whom It represents. 

And as by inclination, as by duty we are led to do, we shall ever pray for your 1YIajesty's 
sacred person. 

A. }ie(Jt. 

(signed) W. B. Lindsay, 
Clerk of Assembly, 
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Enclosure 2, in NO.2. 

STATEMENT Showing the Appointments to Offices of PROFIT or EMOLUMENT made by His 

Excellency Lord Aylmer, from the Commencement of his Administration to the 1st March 1835. 

---------~------------.---------,-----------

PERSONS APPOINTED. 

Louis Baribault 

Hector S. Huot, esq. 

George G. Holt, gentleman 

Philip H. Moore, esq. _ 
Joseph Fenwick, gentleman 

Louis M. Marchand, and Leon 
B. Leprohon. 

Michael O'Sullivan, esq. _ 

Frederick Aug. Quesnel, esq. 
John Sewell, esq. - _ 

Charles A. Detonnancour, esq .• 

J olm Johnson and Pierre Doucet, 
esqrs. 

Fran~ois Laroche and Joseph 
Barnard, esqrs. 

Anthony von HIland and Richard 
Burke, esqrs. 

Pierre Gamelin, esq. 
Charles A. Fournent and Her­

cule Olivier. 
Joseph M. Badeau and Charles 

Ed. Gagnon. 
John Lewis Ployait, esq. - -
Augustin Delisle - - -
Ed. Desbarats, Charles Drolet, 

and J. A. Taschereau, esq. 
Hyp. St. George Dupres and 

George Weeks, esq. 
John Crawford, esq. -

Fran«ois Coyteaux and Landre 
Prevost, esq. 

Andrew Russel, esq. - -
Leon Noel and Damasse Larice, 

esq. 
John Baker, esq. 
William Henry, esq. 
Jean 01. Arcan, esq. 
Pierre Anniot, esq. -
Pierre J. Mathon and Amiable 

Rochette, esq. 
J. F. Tetu, esq. 
Alexandre Mabbutt, esq., and 

J. B. Meilleur, esq. 
Augustin Rocher, esq. 
Baptiste Bomeville and Pierre 

Patrie, esq. 
Othaner H. Day, esq. - -
William Ritchie and ~ilas H. 

Dickerson, esq. - - -
Pierre Lambert and Pierre Para­

dis, esq. 
N azaire Larne, esq. - -
Louis Ruel and Joseph Gosselin, 

esq. 

OF FIe E. 

- - assistant examiner 
of pilots. 
- secretary to the com­
missioners for erecting 
a marine hospital. 
a - inspector of pot 
and pearl ashes. 
registrar - _ _ 
- - marshal of Vice­
Admiralty. 
- - clerks of the old 
and new markets. 
- - King's counsel in 
the law. 
- - ditto - -
- - gentleman usher of 
the black rod, Legis­
lative Council. 
r:oroner -

- commissioners under 
the Act for ascertain­
ing the population. 
- - ditto -

ditto 

- - ditto 
- - ditto 

ditto 

- - ditto 
- - ditto 
- - ditto 

- ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

- - ditto 
- - ditto 
- - ditto 
- - ditto 
~ - ditto 

- - ditto 
- - ditto 

- ditto 
- ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

- ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

G2 

ORIGIN. 

French 
Origin. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

\I 

1 

1 

2: 

1 
2: 

1 

2: 

1 

2: 

Not of 
French 
Origin. 

For what Place, &c. 

appointed. 

- - See N.B. Montreal. 
at the end. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

2 

Quebec. 

Ditto. 

Freligsburg. 
Quebec. 

Montreal. 

Ditto. 

- - Inferior District 
of St. Francis. 
County of Gaspe. 

County of Portneuf. 

County of Richelieu. 

County of Laprairie. 
County of Berthier. 

County of St. Mau-
rice. 

County of Drummond. 
County ofChambly. 
County of Quebea. 

County of Montreal. 

- • County of Bona­
venture. 
- - County of Terre­
bonne. 
County of Megantie. 
County of Lotbiniere. 

County of Missisquoi. 
County ofSherbrooke. 
County of Yamaska. 
County ofVeschires. 

County of Champlain. 

Co. of St. Hyacinthe. 
Co. of l' Assomption. 

County of Lachenaie. 
County of Beance. 

County of Ottawa. 
County of Stanstead 

County of Dorchester 

County of Orleans. 
County of Belli chasse 

(continued 
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.PERSONS APPOINTED. OFFICE. 

ORIGIN. 

French 
Origin. 

Not of 
French 
Origin. 

For what Place, &c. 

appointed. 

------------i-----.-- I----I·---II-------

John Dyde, esq. 

F. H. Goodhue, esq. -

- inspector of pot 
and pearl ashes. 

Barth. Tierney, esq. -
Andrew Armour, esq. -

registrar - - -
_ comptroller of 9ustoms 

joint King's prInter -
Thomas P. Anderson, esq. 
George Thomas Griffin, esq. 
Charles Panet, esq. - -
Augustin .Keeper, esq. -

P. Panet, esq. 

Hugues Heney, esq. -

Charles N. Perrault, esq. -

Joseph Parant, esq. - -
Joseph Morin, esq. - -
Errol B. Lindsay, esq. -

Ditto - -
John M'CaIlum 

Olivier Godbout 
Alexander Morrison 
Peter Merekell 
Robert Nelson, esq. 
J. U. Delisle -
John Delisle, esq. 

Ditto - - - - -
Edward Armstrong - - -
William Pal'dey, esq. - -
Pierre Beaubien, esq. • -
George M. Douglass, esq. -
F. X. Perrault and Alexander 

Scott, esq. 
T. W. Willan, esq. - - -
Hon. Philip Panet, esq. - -
Thomas William Lloyd, esq. -
Rene Hamel, esq. - - -

Francis J. C. Arnoldi, esq. -
J. B. Bacquet, H. S. Knot, and 

Edward Caron, esqrs. 

Michael O'Sullivan, P. De Roche­
blave, and John Finlay, esq. 

Thomas Coffin, P. Vezina, and 
Hughes Heney, esq. 

George Johnston Holt, esq. -

Elzear J.Duchesnay, esq. 
J. W. WilIan, esq. -
Olivier Valerand -
Robert Armour, jun. 

Ditto - - -
Dominique Mondelet, esq. 

P. L. Panet, esq. -
Hugues Heney, esq. 

John Delisle and Alexander M. 
Delisle, esq. 

Charles R. Ogden, esq. -
Charles Fortier, esq. 
Ebenezer Peek, esq. 

Alexander l\1. Delisle, esq. 
Michel Barbean, esq. -
Michel Barbean, gentleman 
Michael O'Sullivan, esq. -
Franyuis Furtier, c,"l' -

registrar - - -
ditto - - -

joint coroner - -
- - secretary to com­
missioners. 
- _ King's counsel in 
the law. 
- - law clerk, House of 
Assembly. 
- president physician, 
Board of Health. 
- - ditto - -
health commissioner -
- - registrar Trinity 
House. 
treasurer ditto -
- - inspector of fish 
and oil. 
. , - ditto - -
- - ditto - -
- - ditto - -
health commissioner -
water-bailiff - -
- - treasurer of Trinity 
House. 
registrar - - -
harbour-master -
resident physician • 
- - ditto - -
- - ditto - -
- - joint cleek of the 
peace. 
clerk of the Crown -
puisne judge. -
registrar - - -
advocate-general -

resident physician -
- commissioners under 
1 W.4, c. 51, for sub­
division of parishes. 
- - ditto -

- - ditto 

- - inspectors of pot 
and pearl ashes. 
clerk of the Crown -
- - ditto - -
water-bailiff - -
- - registrar and clerk 
of Trinity House.' 
treasurer of ditto 
- - King's counsel In 

the law. 
grand voyer -
- - ditto 

- - joint clerk of the 
peace. 
attorney-general 
health officer -
- - Kings counsel in 
the law. 
clerk of the Crown -
inspector of weights -
clerk of the hay-market 
solicitor-general -
inspecting physician -

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
J 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

2 

1 

1 
I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

1 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

County of Quebec. 

County of Sherbrooke 
Port of Coteau Du Lac 
Montreal. 
County of Megan tie. 
County of Ottawa. 
District of Quebec. 
Chambly Canal. 

Quebec. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Ditto • 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Montreal. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Gaspe. 
District of Quebec. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 
County of Megantie. 
- Province of Lower 
Canada. 
Montreal. 
District of Quebec. 

District of Montreal 

- - District of Three 
Rivers. 
District of Montreal 

District of Quebec. 
Ditto. 
Quebec. 
Montreal. 

Ditto. 

District of Montreal 
- - District of Three 
Rivers. 
District of Montreal 

Quebec. 
- - Inferior District 
of St. Francis. 
Montreal. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Grosse Isle. 
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PERSONS APPOINTED. 

R. Wyat, gentleman -
Robert Hamilton, esq. _ 
Paul Joseph Lacroix, esq. 

Martin Shefford, esq. ~ 

James J. Taylor, esq. -
David Chisholm, esq -
William Dalton, esq. -
George M. Muir, esq. -
Francis M. Lepailleur -
Robert Hoyle, esq. - -
George Proud _ -
Buckley Rowley - -
Charles Deguise, esq. -

John Davidson, eeq. -
German Savard - -. 

Franyois Grenier - -
Samuel Gale, esq. - -
E dward Desbarats, esq. -

ohn Thompson, esq. -
illiam K. Rayside, esq. -

J 

W 

B 
Tl 

arth. Simon dit Lafleur 
leodore Davis, esq. 

ohn Meyer, esq. J 
T homas Amiot, esq. 

J ohn Wilkie, esq. 

-

-

-
-
-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-
-
-
-
-. 
-
-

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

--
-

OFFICE. 

- - inspector 
and pork. 

of beef 

comptroller customs 
- - commissioner for 
the subdivision of pa-
rishes. 
sheriff - - -registrar - - -
coroner - - -
inspector of scows -
registrar - - -
measurer of scows -
collector of customs _ 
inspector of flour -
ditto - of beef -
- - commissioner for 
the sub-division ofpa-
rishes. 
- - clerk of the Crown 
in <?hancery. 

of fish - - Inspector 
and oil. 
ditto - ditto -
- - puisne judge, Court 
of King's-bench. 
- - clerk of the Court 
of Appeals. 
- - commissioner for 
the collection of to Us. 
- - assistant harbour-
master. 
water-bailiff - -
registrar - - -
ditto - - -
- - clerk of the Crown 
in Chancery. 
clerk of the peac, &c. 

ORIGIN. 

For what Places, &C. 
Not 

French French appointed. 
Origin. Origin. 

- 1 Montreal. 

- I Ditto. 
] - District of Quebec. 

- 1 Ditto of Gaspe. 
- 1 County of Ottawa. 
- 1 Dis. of Three Rivers. - 1 Chateauquay. 
- 1 County of Megantie. 
1 - Chateauquay. 
- 1 Stanstead. 
- 1 Montreal. 
- 1 Ditto. 
I - District of Quebec. 

- 1 Ditto. 

1 - Quebec. 

1 - Ditto. 
- 1 Montreal. 

1 -
- 1 At Chandiere bridge. 

- 1 Quebec. 

1 - Ditto. 
- 1 - - County of Two 

Mountains. 
- 1 County of Megantie. 
1 -
- 1 - - Inferior District 

of Gaspe. 
80 62 

.... 
'" '" 

TOTAL - • - 142 

STATEMENT showing the Number and Origin of Persons appointed Commissioners of Small 
Causes, and the Number and Origin of Persons appointed to all other Offices not of Profit or 
Emolument, from the commencement of the Administration of his Excellency Lord Aylmer, 
to the 1st March 1835. 

French Origin. Not of French Origin. TOTAL. 

Appointments to office not of profit or 
emolument. 

295 285 580 

Ditto - commissioners of small causes 151 179 330 

. N. B.-The majority of commissioners of Small Causes not being of French origin, is accounted 
fOl; by the fact, tllat nearly one-third of these appointments are for the townships, where persons of 
French origin do not reside, and where the French language is not spoken. 

Not if French origin includes persons of every other origin who have received appointments, very 
roany of whom are descendants of families settled within the province for several generations, and 
who are as much identified with the best interests of the province as it is possible for persons of French 
origin to be. A fact which is alike applicable to every description of appointment, whether of emo., 
lument or otherwise. 

392• G3 
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Enclosure 3, in No.2. 

Monsieur, Salle du Conseil de Ville Montreal, 12 Juillet 1834. 
Les Docteurs Robert Nelson et Guill. J. Vallee, deux des eonseiJlers de ville, et del!!, 

des membres du comite sanilaire de Montreal ayant eu connoissance personnel}e q u l~ 
existoit, depuis hier, des cas de cbolera Asi~tique en cet~e ~ille} m'en ant, .mforme 
aujourd'hui vel'S midi; en m'engageant a COl1Voquer extra~rdlllatrement I~ cOl1:etl, pour 
aviser aux mt:sures qu'il conviendroit de p~endre ~ans uoe clreonstane~ aU~;1 me,na<;~nte. 

J'ai immedia.tement convoque Ie conseIi de vll~e, qni a eru deVOir sle9~r ~ h~llS clo~ 
(a 3 beures p. M.) pour ne pOillt allarmer t~op tot ~e public par une deltberauon q~t 
pouvoit avoir eet effet par la nature des mfOl"matlOns que Messrs. Nelson et Vallee 
devoient y donner. . ., . . 

II paroit done par Ie rapport de ces messieurs (comme par celut que J al eu depUis du 
Dr. P. Beaubien), que du nombre des emiWes, ~m~nes dans ce port par Ie" Lady: of the 
Lake" il en est deeede un, hier, du cbolera AS\auque, au faubourg St. Anne, malson de 
Josb~a Bell; qu'un autre (une femme enceinte) a suecombe a. Ja meme maladie, ce 
matin aux HauO"ards des emiO'res, eriges dans la commune de Montreal; et qu'un 

J b b LJ / 

troisieme individu en est atteint a !'hospital general, au il a ete transporte. 
Le conseil de ville a donc cru qu' it ne pouvoit tarder a prendre toutes Ies mesures de 

precaution que la foible prudence humaine, I'experience exer<;ee de la faculte, et Ies sages 
previsions du leU'islateur, pouvoient suggerer eL indiquer dans l'interet de la sante, et de 
Ja vie meme de gos conciloye~s, com me dans I'intel~et d~ l'humanile e.n genel:al, si Jacile 
d'adapter et de mettre en pratique ces mesures de precautIOn, la maladte devon crOitre et 
s'etendre au de la des Iimites de cette cite, comme elle l'a fait d'une maniere si desas­
trueux en 1832. 

Vous verrez, monsieur, par Ia corie ci-incluse des deliberations due conseil de ville, les 
resolutions qu'il a prises aujourd'bui dans Ie but ci-dessus. Je vous les adresse de la part 
du conseil, pour que vous les soumettiez de suite a son Excellence Ie Gouverneur-en-Cbef, 
en Ie priant de vouloir bien preter une oreille favorable aux urgentes solicitations qui lui 
sont personellement faites par quelques unes de ces resolutions, dont l'execution est dans 
les attributs d u chef de l'administration et nom du conseil de ville. 

rai l'bonneur d'etre, Monsieur, &c. 
Lieut. Col. Craig, 

Sec. Civil. &c. &'c., Quebec. 
(slgne) J. Viger, Maire de Montreal. 

Seance du Conseil de Ville Montreal, Samedi, 12 Juillet 1834. 

Presents :-M. Le Maire, Dr. Chs. A. Lusignan, PUI'ton Penn, Dr. Guill. J. Vallee. M. 
Pierre Dufresne, John Danegaire, Augustin Tullock, Julien Perrault, Nahum Hall, Antoine 
Voyer, Dr. Robert Nelson, Chs. S. Bodier. 

M. Ie Maire a informe Ie conseil qu'il I'a convoque extraordinairement ce jourd'hui, en 
consequence de la communication que lui auraient faites, vers midi, Mess. les Drs. Robert 
Nels(,>n e,t Vallee (deux ?es membres ~e ce conseil) qu'il existait, uu cbolera Asiatique, 
depuls hler, dans Montreal, et que meme une des personnes attemtes de cette maladie 
y avait succombe ce matin. 

Sur motion du Dr. Vallee, seeonde par M. Tullock: 
Resolu, Qu'il soit fait application immediate a son ExceUence Ie Gouverneur-en-chef, 

pour Ie prier d'etendre, so us ie plus court delai possible, a la ville de Montreal, les avantaO'es 
de l'Acte de la 35 Geo. 3, c. 5, on de la quarantaine; en autant qu'il existe depuis h~r, 
dans celte ville, plusieurs cas de cholera Asiatique, et qU'a la connoisance personnelle du 
muteul', une des personnes atteintes de cette maladie y a succombe ce jourd'hui. 

Sur motion de M. Perrault, secoGdee par M. Tullock: 
, Resolll, Qu~ le~ hangards et },?mbalance, e}eves dans la commune de cette ville, pour 

1 us~JS~ des etlll,gr~s et ?es cholert~ues, e.t mall1tenant en la possession temporaire de la 
societe des emlgr~s, SOl~nt de ce Jour mts, sous la surveillance d'un comite de cinq des 
membres du conseli de Ville, pour, par Ie dlt comite, faire servir les dits batiments a telles 
fins, qu'illui semblera les plus propres a conserver Ia sante publique. 

R~s,olu, Que Messrs. Perrault, Nelson, Vallee, Lusignan et Penn composent Ie dit 
COllllle. 

On motion of Dr. Nelson, seconded by Dr. V ~llee : 
Re~olv~d, That Drs. P. Beabi:1l and Monro, jun. be requested to take charge, under 

the dlrectwn of the above committee, of the cbolera sick at the sheds, on the common 
until further provisions be made, either by his Excellency the Governor-in-chief or by th~ 
common councIl. • 

On motion by Mr. Penn, seconded by Dr. Lusignan: 
Resolved, Tba~ a representation be made to bis Excellency the Governor-in-cbief statincr 

that there are at 'present in Montreal ~ great number of indigent emigrants, without tb~ 
means of proceedIng to the Upper ProvlI1ce, many of whom are suiferioO' from illness and 
that (hel( are no public funds appropriated for their relief; that tbe he~lth of this city is 

endangered 
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endangered from this ca~s{::; and praying that his Excellency may grant such relief a.he 
urgency of the case reqUIres. 

On motio,n of Mr. Hall, seconded by Mr. Voyer: 
. Resolv~d~ ~ bat t?e comm?n councilmen of each ward be instructed to visit every house 
an~ premises ~n theIr :es~e?ttve wards, and to report to the mayor all such infractions of the 
pollee regulatl~ns, preJ udlCIaI to the ~ublic ~~ealth, as may fall under their observations, to 
the end .t~at plOper measures may be lmmeulately adopted for the protection of the health 
of the citIzens. -

Sur motion du Maire, secondee par M. Danegaire : 
,Re~o~~, Que .I~ comite des chen?ins prenn~ ,s~ns delai les moyens les plus ,efficaces, 

d assallllr le~ partIes basses et malsall1es de la cite, et ce, tant par l'ouverture de fosses ou 
la constructJon de canaux souterrains, propres a faciliter I'ecoulement des eaux stagna;tes 
&c., que par tels au~res t~avau~, que Ie comite jugera plus convenabJes et moins couteu~ 
selon la nature des heux a ameIJorer. 

pour vrai extrait des procedes du conseil de ville. 
(signe) P. Anger, Sec. Cy. 

Enclosure 4, in No. '2. 

Sir, Sorel, 16th July 1834. 
YOUR letter, dated Montreal, July 12th, addressed to Lieutenant-colonel Craicr civil 

secret~ry, .toget~er with the mint~tes ~vhich accampani~d it of the proceedings of th~' town 
cou~cd of the cIty ~f Montreal or the sa~e dat,e, reJau,ng to the public health of that city, 
havmg been transmitted to the Governor-ill-chIef at tbls place, his Excellency has directed 
me to signify to you in answer, that although always disposed to promote any measure 
having for its object the preservation of the public health of the inhabitants of Montreal, 
his Excellency apprehends that it is not in his power to give effect to the suggestions of the 
town council in tbe present instance. With reference to the first resolution of the town 
council, at their meeting on the 12 th instant, his Excellency has to observe, that tbe Act 
therein alluded to ~35 Geo. 3, c. 5,) is now, and has been ever since tbe opening of the 
navigation, in full operation; and under its provisions, and the proclamation founded upon 
them of the lith April last, all vessels arriving in the province fj'Oln sea, are subject to the 
strictest examination, and every possible precaution is used at the quarantine station at 
Grosse Isle to prevent the introduction of disease; and as a further security, measures have 
been taken at Quebec fur the medical examination of the passengers of vessels which may 
accidentally have passed Grosse Isle withollt conforming to the regula.,tions established 
there. No'thing therefore remains to be done, in so far as regards the operation of the Act 
in question, upon vessels coming by sea from other countries. 

Nevertheless, should it be deemed advisable by the town council of Montreal, as a local 
measure of precaution, to cause the state of h~alth o~ ?aSsengel:s ~rriving in steam-boats OL' 

otber vessels to be examined previously to theIr obtaJ~mg pefllllsslOn to land, ~h: Governor­
in-chief apprehends that tbat object may be accomph~hed by means of mumclpal regula­
tions. But this, as well as other measures of precautIOn purel~ local" must be le~t to the 
\\'isdolll of the town council, in conformity with the powers wIth wInch they are Invested 
by law. , ' , 

With reference to the fourth resolution of the town councd, llls Excellency dIrects me to 
observe, lhat he can readily believe in the truth of on~ f~ct therei';l mentiOl~ed, naniely, that 
there are at present in Montreal a great number of mdIgent enllgrants Without th~ means 
of proceeding to the Upper Province; that such would prove to be the case dunng the 
present season of navigation, the experience of p,ast y~ars could leav~ no ~'oom to doubt; 
and were this subject now brought under the notIce ot the Go~e~l!or-m-chle~ !Ol' the fir~t 
time, he would in all probability be induced to inc.ur the respol1,sIblhty of provldmg for t~e\l' 
passage to the Upper Province out of the public ~unds. CIrcumstances, however, mto 
which it is unnecessary to enter on the present occaSlOn, render such a step on the part, of 
the Governor-in-chief highly inexpedient; and bis ,EK:cellency ~as only to o?serv~, WIth 
reference to the application for the relief of those mdlgen~ emIgrants, co~~allled. In the 
fourth resolution of the town council, that there are no public funds appropllated for that 

object. 
I have, Bec. 

To the Mayor of Montreal. (signed) Howel POYllter, Lt &, A. D. C, 

39'7· 
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