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Copy:—PETITION of Mecchants, &e. of Lecerpool
1O HISROYAL HIGHNESS TIHHE PRINCIE REGENT

of the United Kinadom of Great Britain and Leelend,

The humble Address and Potition of the AMerchants, &
Owners, Underwriiers and others, mterested o the
Shipping and Commerce ol the Port of Licerpool

Sheweth,

H AT Your Petitioners, as well as the othior *ferchants and Traders of this

Unitod Kingdom, have for some time expericnced very creat Lardships and
fosses, from the capture and destruction, by American Privatcers and Criazers,
of their Vessels, trading in St. Gesroe’s Channel, and on the WVestern and
Norther Coasts of Ireland and Scotland :

That Your Petitivners expect that such depredations moy increase vove
materially, os the ser-on advances, and during the winter montls, which wiil adid
to the ficility the Enemy have hitherto experienced i etlocting their captures,
and 1n returning unmolested to ports in ilichy own country

That Your Petitioucrs perceive that the Anmurican Vessels of Yar, Doth
National and Private, have lately adopt~d a novel and extraordinary practice
(particularly as it regards the latter) of bwning and destroying such Prizes as
they have no veascnable expectation of wottinyg safelvinto perty asvstem, as
we are informed, sanctioned and cncouruged by the American Goverinent,
and as we kelieve rewarded by themr; which belief is strengthennd by the great
anxiety alwavs shown by the Commanders of Craizers to get possession of and
preserve the Regisiers and other Papers of such Vessels as they destroy

That Your Petitioners have obz-rved with regret, that the Lords Cominissioners
of the Admiralty have not before now taken decisive mezsures to vemedy tiis
grievance, although applications have been made te them by othicr public Bodies
to that citect:

Thus situated, we throw curselves for protection upon Your Royal Tiichness's
paternal care of the just and leghimate interests of His Majesiy's subjocts s and
we lnnmbly pray that Yowr Roval Highness will graciousty condescend o taie
into Your Royal consideration, the great and unavoidublc mischicts and caluties
that must result from the want of sufficient protection, e ovly to Yeur Pe-
titioners, but to the general manufa tiving and trading intere-ts of this Conaiey,
#nd to the Maritime Power of the St ‘

And Your Petitioners, as in duty bound, shall cver pray.
On behalf of the Meeting,

(Signed) B Nicholson, MNaor,
Chairman.

~
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Copyof PETITION of the Merchants, Manufactirers, Ship Owners, and
Underwriters of the City of Glasgow.

TO 1I1S ROYAL HIGHXNESS THE PRINCE REGENT,

Acting in the Nume and on the Behalf of His Mujesty.

he Petition of the Merchants, Manufacturcis, Ship Owners,
and Underwriters of the City of Glasgow ;

" Most humbly Sh~weth,

THAT the ramber, the audacity, and the success of the American Privateers,
with which our Channels have lately been infested, have proved injurious to
tho Commerce, are humbling to the pride, and discreditable to those who direct
the great Naval Power of this Nation :

That, at 2 time when we are at peace with all the rest of the World, when
the whole British Navy remains ut our disposal, when the maintenance of our
Marine costs so large a sum to the Country, when the Mercantile and Shipping
Tuterests pay a tax for protection under the form of Convoy Duty, and when
in the plenitude of our power we have declared the whole American Coast
under blockade, it is equally distressing and mortifying that our Ships cannot
with safety traverse our own Channels; that Insurance cannot be effected but
at an excessive premium, and that a horde of American Cruizers should be
allowed unmolested to capture, burn or sink, our own Vessels, in our own Inlets,
and almost in sight of our own Harbours:

That Your Poiitioners in particular have sustained severe loss fiom the
depredations already committed ; and that they have every reason to apprehend
still more serious suffering, not only from the extent of their Coasting Trade
and the numher of vessels yet to arrive from abroad, but as the time is fast
approachinz when the outward bound Ships must proceed for Convoys to Cork,
and when during the winter season the opportunities of the Enemy will be
increased, both to capture with ease and escape with impunity :

That Your Petitioners are reluctantly compelled, by the coldness and neglect
with which the temperate and respectful Representations of the Mercantile
Interest of this kingdow, transmitted to the proper departments of His Majesty’s
Government, have been received, at once to approach the Throne, and to lay
their grievances before Your Royal Highness, to whom the just complaints of
His Majesty's subjects can never be addressed in vain :

May it therefore please Your Royal Highness, acting in
the Name and Behalf of His Majesty, to take the case
of Your Petitioners into Your Gracious Consideration,
and to direct such measures to be adopted, as shall to
Your Royal Highuess seem meet, promptly and adequately
to protect the Trade on the Coasts and in the Channels
of this Kingdom, from the numerous, insulfing, and de-
structive depredations of the American Cruizers,

And Your Petitioners will ever pray,

[Signed by Tive hundred and filty-four persons.]
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Copy:—PETITION Merchants, &c. &e. of Port Glasgoic and Newark.

TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE. PRINCE REGENT,

Acting in the ™ame and on the Behall of His Maj.aiv.

The humble Peotition of the X erchants, thp Owners, aned
Manufacturers of Port Glusgew and Newari s
Sheweth,

THAT for some time past a most unparalleled destruction of 5hiy: wndd Trade
in the Brivich Chanuels, particularly St. George's, has Leon eiiceted by enerican
Privateers, i which they seem to roam at pl\mm\ cand withont check. (l, weall as
without precedent 3 which is the more astonishing, 2= the most maierial part of
the destruction of our Commeice has takien pl:l(c stuce the weneral peace npon
the Contincnt, which left a sufficient portion of the great Nuval force of the
Evipire at liherty to protect its Trade, and particularly upon its own Cousts

That as the insolence of that Enemy still continues, in the most daring
approrcues in cvery part of our Channels, without eiicctual rvacacnics Lo
taken to prevent the ruinous CONSeQeNCes of such dostruction, at leost as fzr as
appears to the Petitioners, they are under the n('ct'q::'.r_v, though with ¢reme
resret, 1 this manner most humbly to approach Youe Royal Thghnes widh
their ccmplaint :

e
pe

May it therefore please Your ! uml b s, as acting i
the Name and on the Behalt oi idis Diajestv, to take this
matter into Your Gracious Consideration, avd as to Your
Royal Hizhness shall scem mecet, to divect sich measures
to be taken as may effectually checl the Eaemy’s audacity,
and protect the Commerce of His Rloiviv's subjects,
especially upon the Cousts, and in the Channels of th
Kingdom.
[Signed by eighty-three Persons.]
Town Hall, Port Glasgow,
1oth September 1814.

Copy :—P ETITION cf the Merchants, &e. of the Town of Greenock:.

TO HIS ROYAL HIiGHNIESs THE PILINCE REGENT,

Acting in the Name and onthe Behalt of His Mojesiy.

The Petition of the Merchents, Ship Quners and Undorwriters,
of the Town of (revnnch

Most humbly Sheweth,

THAT the lossc s recently sustained by the Trade of this Port, from Capiures
made by American Cruizers ca the Coasts of the United Kingdom, hLave been
great beyon(l all foomer experience, and have taken place under circumstances
whmh call for the most serious inquiry, both into the causes by which they have
hern produced, and the means of prrventing the recurrence of similar evils

in future :
That the impunity with which these depredations have been carried on (often

within sight of our own shores, and almost it our friths and harbouss) the length
604 B of



6 IIN.—.TURTHER PAPERS, &ec

of time during which they have been continued, and the leisurely and confident
manner in which the Enemy have conducted their operations, afford undeniable
proof (if any indeed were wanting) of the inadequacy of the Force emploved
to guard those important but vulnerable points, the complcte protection of which
was-always, till now, esteemed an object of the first nceessity :

That as a want of the means of defence cannot, in the present situation of
the Country, be alleged in extenuation of these facts, there seems (in the judg-
ment of Your DPetitioners) to remain no other ground of explanation, than
a neglect not casily reconcileable, either with a competent knowledge of maritime
affairs, or a due regard to the important commercial interests thus exposed to
hazard:

That, under these circumstances, Your Petitioners feel themselves compelled
to submit their griecvances to the consideration of Your Royal Highness, the
more especiaily as the answers received to various representations on this subject,
addressed to the Lords Commissiouers of the Admiralty by some of the most
respectable Mercantile Bodies in the Kingdom, so far from having proved satis-
factory to Your Petitioners, have only tended further to lessen their confidence in
the wisdom of those councils by which the Naval Affairs of the Countiy are at
present adminstered :

May it therefore please Your Royal Highness, to take the
case of Your Petitioners into Your Gracious Consideration,
and to direct such measures to be adopted, as shall to
Your Royal Highness seem meet, for the more effectual
protection of the Trade on the Coasts and in the Channels
of the United Kingdom, from the depredations of the
Enemy’s Privateers and Ships of War:

And Your Petitioners will ever pray.

(Signed) Arch Baine, John M<Cunn, Hugh Robb, Geo. Blair,
W™ Fullarton, Thomas Boag, Rob® M‘Goun, John Miller, Neil
McArthur, John Rankin, Arch? Weir, Rob® Jamieson, Jn° M*® Goun,
Dun. Ferguson, Peter Buchanan, James Duncan, John Marquis,
Geo. Robertson, Jn° Fairrie, Duncan Campbell, James Ewing, And*
Anderson, Dun. Mainaught, John Thomson, W™ Lindsay, Thomas
Ramsay, Rob* Bannatyn, Thomas Forsyth, Ja*Tasker, Pat. 1lunter,
Dan' MDougal, Arther Ougliterson, W™ Robertson, J. Leitch, Quintin
Leitch, John Macnaught, Tho* M“Cunn, Arch® Wilson, Ja Hyde,
James Steele, James Ritchie, James Scott, James Park; H. D. Bentson,
John Stewart, W™Suresby, John Robertson, James Gaironee, Rob* Leitch,
G. J. Weir, Rob. Lusk, James Hunter, John Denniston, junior,
John Scott, George Kerr, Duncan Service, James Stuart, \Va‘.‘rcr.Baine,
junier, T. Lang, W™ Park, Allex” Miller, H. Hamilton, Geo. Dempster,
Dugald M*Gregor, James Lyon, Jn° Buchanan, junior, James Munn,

Alex. Laird : 68.
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