TWENTY-FIFTH

ANNUAL REPORT

O¥F THE

NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY

| OF

| MONTREAL,

DELIVERED BY THE LATE COUNCIL,

AND

READ AT THE MEETING OF THE SOCIE'T'Y,
30T May, 1853.

S
S }

& e U

S (SR e =)

MONTREAL : :
PrINTED AT THE SunN OrrICcE, 20 ST. FRANCOIS NAVIER STREET,
By Moore, OWLER & STEVENSON.










TWENTY-FIFTH

ANNUAL REPORT

or THE

NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY

or

MONTREAL,

DELIVERED BY THE LATE COUNCIL,
AND

READ AT THE MEETING OF THE SOCIETY,
30T Mav, 1853.

TS

MONTREAL :

PrinTED AT THE Sun Orrice, 20 St. FraNcots XAviER STRERT,
By Moork, OWLER & STEVENSON,

1853,






REPORT, &ec.

To tHeE Naturar HisTory SocieTy oF MONTREAL,~—

The period of your Annual Meeting having arrived, it becomes
the duty of the Council to lay before you a resume of the past
year’s proceedings, which they are happy to regard as having
been characterized by so much more than ordinary interest, as
to give rise to the anticipation that ere long this Society will
resume the proud position of a leading Scientific Institution of
Canada—in a literary sense,—as well as from having been the
pioneer in this country of the development of its Natural
history.

The measure of assuming the oceupancy of the whole of this
mansion, the property of the Corporation, for its own purposes,
has been carried out ; and the Society may congratulate itself
upon the entire success of this step, notwithstanding the anxiety
and doubt of many of the Members upon the discussion thereot.

The building has been repaired, and in a manner renovated,
and the hall entrance altered and greatly improved. The prin-
cipal story is devoted to the business purposes ol the Society—a
Hall of Lecture, Library and Reading Room, and Committee
Room, and apartments for the Assistant Curator.

The two upper stories are now devoted cntirely to the pur-
poses of the Museum ; and, from the increased amount of the
property of the Society, are by no means too capucious. The
arrangement of this portion of the Rociety’s property, as far as
it has been accomplished, reflects the highest credit upon the
Cabinet Keeper, Dr. Gibb, who carried out the same, involving,
as it did, a considerable amount of time and laber.

In referring to the transactions of the past year, your Council
experience some difficulty in selecting those of the most inte-
rest; but they would be wanting in due regard to the general
feelings of the Society, were they to refrain from asking especial
attention to the very valuable services of our President, Major
B.. Lachlan, who succeeded to the chair in October last, conse~
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guent on the removal from the city of its former occupant, Dr.
Sewell. Your President has been indefatigable in his endea-
vors to resuscitate the Society ; his personal labors in connection
therewith have been unremitting, and the value thereof'is fully
substantiated by, among other advantages, the greatly increased
subscription list, the success of the first soerec, held on ﬂ,ie even-
ing of 12th April last, and the prospect of a volume of Transac-
tions being published cre lonz. 'L'he Council are quite con-
vinced that the Seeiety will fully recognize and acknowledge
the merits of its Chief, who has contributed so much in reinvi-
gorating the character of its proceedings, and giving an im-
petus thersto, which, it is sincerely hoped, no .unfcoward circum-
stances may crise to arrest or retard. Unanimity and erergy
on the part of our Members must contribute as well to their
own advantage as to that of the Society. The Council have,
therefore, to regret that unexpected circumstances should have
prevented the proposal, also introduced by the President, of
imparting to the Anniversary of the Society a more attractive
character than a mere mecting for the election of office-bearers,
by associating with ita Special Literary Soiree on that evening—
a decision upon which stands reccrded in the proceedings of the
Society, so as to be carried out the next year with, the Council
trust, eflective eclat.

The annexed Reports of the Librarian and Cabinet Keeper
will exhibit the state of the Library and Museum. The dona-
tions to both during the past year have been very numerous and
valuable, as the detailed recorded lists fully show ; but the par-
ticulars of which are omitted, in order to avoid too extended a
Report. The Council, however, trust it will not be considered
invidious in making special reference to the extensive dona-
tions of Dr. Gibb, one of our members, consisting as they do of
above 300 specimens in various departments of Nataral History
and comparative Anatomy, and an equally large collection of
miscellaneous and rare articles, from all quarters of the
Globe, and of which a detailed list has been furnished by the
donor,—making allogether, a most impertant addition to the
Collection of the Society, and demanding {rom it, in the opinion
of the Council, a more direct mark of consideration, especially
when coupled with the fact of the valuable services rendered to
the Society by the donor, who is now about leaving this coun-
try, to take up his abode in the United Kingdom.

The Council have also much pleasure in calling attention to
the unwearied exertionsofthe Recording Secretary, Mr. Dutton,

in the discharge of the, of late, greatly increased laborious
duties of his office.
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The separate statements of the Treasurer, with the Report of
the Finance Committee, exhibit a full detail of our resources,
which are so far satisfactory as exhibiting the Society in pos-
session of real estate, books, and objects of Natural History, to
the value of at least four thousand pounds, with current liabili-
ties not one tenth of that amount ;* but the property of the
Society necessitating considerable annual outlay, although not
producing any returns, and the Anuual Subscription having of
late years been reduced to the very low rate of ten shil-
lings per annum, affords an income altogether too limited to
meet the reasonable current expenses of the Society, and far less
to admit of effectually carrying out the objects of 1ts Incorpora-
tion, or of taking the steps necessary for the dissemination of
scientific knowledge, so highly important to the good of our
country in the progressive age in which we live. Seeing this,
and trusting that the Government would regard our embarrassed
state with patriotic liberality, your Council last year, addressed
urgent petitions to the three branches of the Legislature, pray-
ing for emergent aid, in addition to the annual small sam ot fifty
poundshitherto granted ; but in this they have as yet been much
disappointed, after having been led to indulge confident antici-
pations of a favorable result, {rom the circumstances of the
members of the Canadian Institute of Toronto having been al-
lotted a sum of two hundred and fifty pounds, and the Athensum
of the same city a sum of one hundred pounds. It would there-
fore unfortunately appear that our society is less worthy in the
eyes of the Administration, than some of its western brethren, or
many of the various Educational Institutions In our own section
ofthe Province. It is further to be deplored, that this utter want
of funds has for some years past precluded the purchase of a
number of works highly requusite for the Library, as Likewise
the offering of medals for Prize Essays. The Council are, how-
ever, happy to state that the number of volumes in the Library
is now upwards of 1500 ; but regret to add that 150 still continue
missing.

The Council beg to refer to the elaborate alphabetical list of
the members of the Society, whether honorary, corresponding
or ordinary, from the foundation of the Society to the present
time, which has been prepared and presented by L. A. Latour,
Esq., and for which (as well as other general useful services
always cheerfully rendered) that gentleman is entitled to its
warmest thanks, the framing of which having necessitated con-
siderable labor and research.

* The HLabilities of the Society, besides fulfilling the terms of the Summervile

legacy, amount to £275 balance due on mortgage, and about £100 outstadi
m?scelfaneous debts, or about £375 in all. ’ il
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By the above list it appears that the Society has altogether
on its roll the names of 490 members, of whom about 100 ha}re
died, and that at present they consist of :—The Earl of Elgin,
‘Governor General, Patron ; 37 honorary members ; 129 cor-
responding members ; and 129 ordinary members.

The Lectures delivered during this Session, have been as
follows :—

1. 2nd February. The Introductory Lecture, by the Presi-
dent. Subject:—The beneficial influence of Scientific Asso-
ciations and popular lectures ona country ; and the encourage-
ment which they ought to receive from the Public.

2. 9th February. By Dr. Sutherland. Subject :—Water.

3. 16th February. By J. C. Baker, Esq. Subject:—On
Colonization ; the ancient and modern systems.

4. 23rd February. By Dr. D. C. McCallum. Subject:—
The mutual relations of forces ; physical, vital, and psychical.

5. 2d March. By Thos. M’Ginn, Esq. Subject :—Atmos-
pheric Influence and the Aurora Borealis.

6. 9th March. By Auguste Delisle, Esq. Subject :—Bota-
ny ; its history, utility, and attractions. 1st Lecture.

7. 16th March. By Joseph Dutton, Esq. Subject:—The
Fine Arts; theirorigin, object, utility, principles, manipulations,
and present circumstances and prospects.

8. 30th March. By Auguste Delisle, Esq. Subject :—Bo-
tany. 2d Lecture.

9. 6th April.—By the Rev. W. Hutchinson. Subject :—
Physical Geography.

In addition to which a paper, on the delusive expectations of
finding Coal in Canada, was read by the President, at the Soi-
rée on the 12th ult,

. The Council have to congratulate the Society upon increased
interest having been shown towards these Lectures, as evinced
by the more numerous attendance thereon ; and the gentlemen
who thus so ably assisted the Society, are deserving of its
warmest thanks. But there is one event r quiring particular
remark, from _being now first introduced into this Society,
namely the Soirées, (already alluded to). This step, after much
oconsideration, was finally resolved on, and its success, under
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all circumstances, was fully equal tothe most sanguine anti-
cipations, in the number and respectability of the attendants,
and in the lively interest evinced in the subject matter of
the evening.

There is no doubt, whatever, therefore, that similar reunions
would be of the utmost advantage to the well-being of the So-
clety, as tending to bring together its members 1n a social
circle, and admitting of the general discussion of subjects, in a
manner requiring much less time than the preparation of an
Essay or Lecture, whilst it at the same time affords an opportu-
nity of general participation. A very moderate expense
would certainly render these literary reunions highly attrac-
tive ; and it therefore becomesa question for the consideration of
the members, seeing the very limited means of the Society,
how far they may deem it desirable to contribute specially to-
wards such an object, independent of the annual funds of the
Society. In view of these circumstances, the Counecil are
again constrained to express their regret, that the reduction of
the Annual subscription to so small a sum as ten shillings
should ever have been established. The Council have also
toregret that,in consequence of the limited attendance at
a late special meeting, called for the purpose of taking into con-
sideration the engrafting of an Historical branch of the Society,
so desirable a measure remains undecided, and the more so, as
it would probably have increased the funds; but we trust it
will ere long meet with that attention which its importance
deserves.

The Council have, during the past year made the essay
of throwing open the museum to the public, on particular
occasions ; which movement was crowned with complete suc-
cess, from the large number of visitors who have been gratified,
without the least damage to the property of the Society. The
last occasion was to the soldiers of the XXth regiment.

The Council have made a conditional arrangement, with the
present Assistant Curator for the current year, upon the same
terms and conditions as the past. The memorandum of agree-
ment embodying the same, is laid upon the table, the same
being subject to the approval of this meeting.

In resigning their charge into the hands of their successors,
the Council would beg to impress upon them, the necessity of
the most zealous, unremitting exertions on behalf of the So-
ciety, which requires all possible assistance from its office-
bearers and friends, in order to secure that proud position, at
which it aims, the promotion of thestudy of natural history, and
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general science and literature ; and it is to be sincerely hoped
that the onward step taken during the past year, may be conti-
nued and extended, so that each succeeding Annual Meeting

s

may exhibit progress and improvement,—for the attainment of :

which all and every one of the members of the Society should
consider themselves pledged, and none more so than the mem-
bers of the Council, upon whom so much responsibility devolves
whether for progress or retrogression.

JOHN OSTELL,
Chairman of Council.

Committee Room, Natural History Society,
May 18, 1853.
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REPORT, &ec.

TO THE NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY OF MONTREAL

THE conclusion of another year in the operations of your
Society having arrived, your Council beg to lay before you
a sketch of them, at this, the Annual Meeting, not only as
the last duty devolving upon them, but to evince to the Mem-
bers of the Society that, though not marked with any pecu-
liar features, they have been progressively instrumental in
farthering their great object of extending and preserving in
the public mind, the importance and the utility of the study
of Natural History.

The free opening of your Museum on Holidays, has been
found greatly conducive to this end, having been inspected
by a great number of persons on such occasions, while some
improvements in the arrangement of the specimens by your
Curator, have enabled visitors to examine them with greater
facility.

The crowded state of the rooms, however, has made this
inspeetion at times inconvenient, and your Counecil have had
their thoughts anxiously directed to an enquiry into the pos-
sibility of obtaining a larger and more commodious building
in a more eligible situation. ¥or this purpose, a Special
Committee was formed, the result of whose labour was,
however, after most diligent enquiry and very mature deli-
beration, on account of the advanced value of land, particu-
larly in suitable central sites, to recommend to the Council
for the present, to give up the project of a removal. Your
Council were therefore reluctantly compelled to relinquish
all further attempts to accomplish the scheme, or to vecom-
mend it to the Society, in the hope that a more favourable
opportunity may be aflorded to their successors, to realise
what they have so earnestly desired, on aceount of its evi-
dent tendency to promote the interests of the Society.

Your Council regret their havine fo report sha withdraws!
Auring the vear of ihe late Tismdent, Mayo B Lachlau
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fyom the office he held with so much benefit to the Society ;
and also of W. E. Logan, Esq., the Provincial Geologist, who
was elected to succeed him. They have pleasure, how:
ever, in congratulating the members upon the election of
the Rev. Dr. Leach, as their successor in the Presidency of

the Society.

The Council also have to regret their inability to accom-
plish the wishes of their predecessors, to establish Literary
Soireés,—difficulties having operated to frustrate their en-
deavours, and postpone the accomplishment of so desirable a
measure.

The following Report of the Librarian and Cabinet-keeper,
will show the present state of the Library and Museum,
which, though not very greatly enlarged, have received some
valuable additions to their contents. Your Council trust,
however, from the means they have used, to call the atten-
tion of the Corresponding Members to this department of
the Society’s efforts, to receive from them more liberal con-
tributions ere long.

The Report of the Treasurer and Finance Committee will
be found to contain a statement of the Society’s Financial
affairs, that calls for the earnest and immediate considera-
tion of the members. The receipt of the grant of £150
from Government has, as will be perceived, enabled your
Conneil to reduce the amount due, on account of the pur-
chase of the Society’s premises, to £150, so that the pay-
ment of this sum whenever it can be effected, will put the

1Solcciety into entire possession of the valuable property they
hold.

The paucity of the Society’s funds have completely pre-
vented your Council from adding anything to the Museum
by purchase, or to the Library any of the valuable scientific
wqus now in course of publication, and still less to do any-
thing in promoting the objects of the Society by the offer
pf Prizes to successful candidates for Essays on subjects of
Natural History, important to the interests of Canada. '

Your Council feel it to be a duty incumbent on them to
call the particular attention of the Society to the valnable
Report of your excellent Treasurer, who has with indefati-
gable pains examined the accounts of the Society for 18
years, fo prove that some augmentation of the annual sub-
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scription is necessary, in order lo enable 1ts Funds to bear
their present and prospective expenditure. From a careful
perusal of that document, your Council are impressed with
a conviction, that it has become their duty also, strongly to
recommend the inerease of the Annual Subseription, as sug-
gested by the Treasurer.

The Council have pleasure in announcing that the num-
ber of the Society’s Members has been augmented by the
addition of Lord Ellesmere, and Robert Stephenson, Esq.,
M.P.,as Honorary Members ; nine Corresponding Members ;
and twelve Ordinary Members.

Your Committee have, however, to regret the loss of two
Ordinary Members by death ; and three by resignation;
leaving the number of paying members at present on the
list, 139, being a nett increase of 10 members during the
year.

The Lectures delivered during the Winter Session, have
been generally well attended, and were the following :—

1. The Introductory Lecture, by the DPresident—Rev. Dr.
Leach. Subject:—Geology.

2. By Edwin C. Bockus, Esq. Subject :—The Scottish Re-
bellion, in 1845.

3. By Dr. Hingston. Subject :—Sound.

4. By Professor Andrew. Subject:—Writing: the origin,
mode, and materials.

5. By the Rev. J. Cordner. Subject :—An Excursion on
Mount Righi.

6. By J. T. Dutton, Esq. Subject:—The Aurora Borealis
—its Phenomena—peculiar Meteorological Exhibi-
tions—and probable Causes.

7. By T. S. Hunt, Esq. Subject :—The Physical History of
the Races of Man.

8. By Dr. B.Workman. Subject :—The Geology of Montreal.

9. The Concluding Lecture—by A. N. Rennie, Esq. Sub-
ject :—The relation between Poetry and History.
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The Council beg to acknowledge the debt of gratitude due
to the gentlemen who consented to deliver the foregoing
Lectures, and trust that their efforts will stimulate others to
imitate their example, and when at leisure, prépare materials
for the next Winter’s Course. They would also embrace
the opportunity of continuing the appeal of their predeces-
sors, to make strenuous efforts for the regular establishment
of literary and scientific Soirées, in connexion with the ope-
rations of the Society ; being persuaded that at a moderate
expense, they might be made instrumental in calling forth
much native talent,and exciting in the young a strong desire
for literary and scientific attainments.

Your Council having failed in opening any negotiation
likely to be successful in obtaining a more suitable building,
would recommend an immediate survey of the present one,
in order to effect snch repairs as are necessary, to preserve it
from fire and delapidation ; some parts of it being too much
exposed to danger from fire, and other parts having been
found affected by the weather, to an extent calculated to de-
teriorate the building, and lessen its value.

In conclusion, the Council would urge upon the officers
and members, the necessity of persevering and sedulous at-
tention to the interests of the Society, and zealous exertion
during the coming year ; and especially to maintain a pune-
tual attendance upon the Monthly Meetings ; being convinced
that it will requive all the efforfs which the Society can put
forth, to maintain its standing as a principal deposit of spe-
cimens of Natural History, in Canada, and the pioneer of
ihe Science in British North America.

All which is respectfully submitted.

T. K. RAMSAY,
Chairman.

CommirrEE Roons,
Montreal, 15th May, 1854. §



LIBRARIAN AND CABINET-KEEPER’S
REPORT.

1833=4.

SincE the period of the last Annual Meeting, I have to
report that the alterations in the Museum then in course of
progress, have been completed. Furthermore, that the Min-
eralogical apartment has undergone considerable imjrove-
nment; a room has been fitted up with such statues, busts,
&ec., as belong to the Society ; the walls of the passages of
the upper stories have been decorated with the war, and
other implements of various nations ; suitable cases have
been procured for the coins, medals, &c. ; and changes have
been made in the disposition of diflerent specimens, with a
view to their more correct arrangement. The want of funds
to meet the necessary expenses, has delayed farther improve-
ments, some of which are much needed, as: the purchase
of cases for a number of specimens, chiefly ornithological,
which are unprotected from accident and destruction.

The chief additions during the past year to the Museun:,
have been in coins and minerals; of the coins, 43 in num-
ber, some are exceedingly rare, while others are duplicates ol
those already in possession. Two gentlemen have each
contributed a highly prized donation of 15 mineralogical
specimens, in good preservation, and of well marked cha-
racters. To one donor, Mr. Samuels, the Society is much
indebted for a number of objects brought by him from the
Marquesas and adjoining Islands, most of which exhibit the
ingenuity and workmanship of the native inhabitants.

The number of paying visitors has been comparatively
small. The Library has been augmented by but very few
donations, and these for the most part have censisted of
pamphlets, there being in the whole number but five vo-
lumes. The donors have chiefly been gentlemen residing
out of the city. The Society has not had the means of
procuring any works by purchase. Measures were adopted
tn secure the return of the missing books, 150 in number ; but
so far, thev have proved quite ineffectual. Tt is very desira-
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ble that this valuable property should be restored, and it has
been suggested that advertisements in the daily papers might

be productive of success.
A Register has been opened for the entry of donations to

the Museum and Library, and at much trouble it has been
drawn up from the foundation of the Society,in 1827, to the
present time ; and gives as complete an enumeration of the
articles presented, with the names and residence of their do-
nors, as the records of the Society permit.

In conclusion, it is proposed that Members, both Ordinary
and Corresponding, be solicited and encouraged to make pex-
sonal donations to both Museum and Library.

(Signed,)
WM. WRIGHT, M.D.,

Librarian and Cabinet-Keeper.




TREASURER’S REPORT.

1833«4.

In submitting a statement of the Financial condition of the
Society, the Treasurer deems it necessary to notice :

1. The Debts.

2. Sources of pecuniary support.

3. Contingencies to be provided for.

4. Means for improving our pecuniary resources.

5. Items of Income and Expenditure, during las
year.

I. DEBTS.

These are included under two heads, a Mortgage Debt,
and Miscellaneons Unsettled Accounts, viz. ;—

Mortgage. . ..o e e e . 150 0 o
Sundries, including City Taxes, Periodicals, Printing, Adver-

tising, and Stationery............ .o, £2514 5
Total Debts due by the Society............ e 175 14 5

II. SOURCES OF PECUNIARY SUPPORT.

These consist of Entrance Fees, collected at the door of
the Museum ; a charge of one dollar for each Diploma issued ;
an Annual Subscription of two dollars each, from Members ;
and a small Aunual Parliamentary Grant. During the past
year, there were received i—

Entrance Fees paid at the Door of the Museum............. £ 20 0
For Diplomas, and Interest, &Cevvvvrirviinrevirrneinnnns 8 211
For Subscriptions of Members........ Cersere e, 52 10 ©
Parliamentary Grants—
For 1851-2 50 0 ¢
For 1852-3 50 0 0
For the House. ... 150 0 ¢
Total Income of the Society during the year 1853-4...,.... £313 12 11

B
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III. CONTINGENCIES TO BE PROVIDED FOR.

These consist of—

Repairs required on House and Cabimet. .......ovorieennnn £200 0 ¢
Curator’s Salary 30 0 ¢
Fuel, (S8Y)c evecrsnernraananss 20 0 0
GasLight.veviiieieiiinnns reveaas PRSI 100 0 0
SHAtIONETY .« vvvravrernencasrnoesrasaniannics ces 5 0 O
Tnterest of Debt. . vvuevieiinnneriiaiaaritrineinennens 9 0 O
WWater RENb.. e veeveeearseesncsoncasseessnasneannssscsas 3 00
OREY TAKES <« vvvvnnsnvnsrsonsarssnnanscnneansnninen, 917 6
Tncidental Expenses, (88F)...ccovevivraruerissioivnanns 25 0 ©

Y1 S £311 17 ¢

This Estimate does not provide for any increase to the
Salary of the Curator, a contingency, which, in view of the
great advances in the prices of every necessary of life, and
the duties and responsibilities devolving upon him, ought to
be entertained. From these premises, it may be safely af-
firmed, that a sum of more than three hundred pounds would
be required during the coming year, to keep the Society, its
House, and Museum, in a safe and complete condition.

IV. MEANS OF IMPROVING OUR PECUNIARY RESOURCES.

This is the most important, and at the same time, the
most embarrassing question that presents itself to the So-
ciety. It has been already stated, that our resources of in-
come, exclusive of Parliamentary Grant, do not exceed
£64 per annum, while the Society has to provide for
an outlay of at least £300, with only 141 members, paying
ten shillings each ; a small Annual Parliamentary Grant, and
a few other trivial items, to meet this amount. How is this
deficiency to be made up? Would it not be advisable ¢nter-
alia to increase the Annual Subscription of members? If
we do so, we can come before Parliament with a good grace,
to ask for an angmentation of Legislative munificence. Nc
step taken by the Society, since its commencement, has so
seriously impaired its financial affairs, as the reduction of
its Annual Subscriptions from five dollars to two dollars.—
Upon reference to the accounts of the Society, the under-
signed finds, that the aggregate amount of subseriptions paid
in during the years 1834, 1835, 1836, 1837, 1838, 1839, 1840,
1841, and 1842, was £842 13s. 0d., being an average of £93
12s. 7d. per annum, realised from members’ subscriptions,
when the rate was five dollars per annum. The aggregate
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amount of subscriptions paid in during the nune years that
have elapsed since the rate was reduced to ten shillings for
each member, viz.: 1845, 1846, 1847, 1848, 1849, 1850, 1851,
1852 and 1853, is only £342 12s. 6d., being an average of
£38 1s. 5d. per annum. Such have been the disastrous re-
sults of this penurious policy. It does not appear clear tc
the undersigned how the Society could have escaped actual
insolvency, as the consequence of this reduction, had it not
been so fortunate as to be enabled to realize & considerakle
sum annually, by renting a part of its edifice to ihe Provin-
cial Geological Survey,and thereby materially alleviating its
crippled pecuniary condition for several years. But as this
source of income is now no longer available, the questior
arises,—how can we sustain our entcrprise? The under-
signed sees no other mode of doing so but by wn increase of
the Annual Subscriptions, and an avgmentation ¢f our Annnal
Parliamentary Grant.

V. ITEMS OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURK DURING THE
LAST YEAR.

These will be seen by a reference to the Account Current
which accompanies this report.







Natural History Society in Account with Benjamin Workman, Treasurer.

Dr. Cr.

1853. 1853.
HOUSE AND HOUSE-FIXTURES— By Balance on hand this day............ B8 d
Morraace—Paid W.Watson, in part 126. 0 0 SUBSCRIPTIONS—
CARPENTERS’ WORK— Collected from 106 members............ £ 52 16 0
Paid Dr. Gibb, for work superin- Collected for 17 Diplomas.............. 4.:5 50
tended by him in the Museum.. 9 15 1 ’ ‘ Bt
“COAL& A'.YMiDonald.. ¥ u u Sle 6 0 Total for Subscriptions and Diplomas. . . . 56:10 0
: .}a{nesASlilmpson ............. 11 l? 9 PARLIAMENTARY 'GRANTS-—
« :IOEL. tioi';l """""""" ? 15 é’% Received for/ 18512 0 i b ol 50 0 O
TR A T e o0 R 50 6 6
Stiall repairs:' o AR e S e e do tonitlptSe et L C e it aeds EBDR0 550
o Total Parliamentary Grants............ 260 0 0
PLASTERERS’ WoRK— SUN S
Paid Akin & Morrison............ 217 3 DRI : ; .
S e M Renpuir e, v 019 7 Entrance Fees received at door. . ... .. .. 3: 0.0
e e e 10 Interest at City and District Savings’
PAINTERS WORK AND PAPERING— Bank, to 31st Dec., 1853............. 0 EA: A
Paid W. Lloyd, Painter........... 300 By Balance due Treasurer. . ........ ST B0
(0Ll a T L RN 213 9
S0, Helland " paper, .g. .. ... A B
—_ 615 1
Plumbers’ Work. ... o V.4 9
Total for House and Fixtures. .. ... 188 14 53
COMMISSIONS—
J. Hoggard, on Collections of Sub-
HOIntionas TR e i e 2 6 9
City Bank, Com. on Gov’t. Grants. 0 12 6
City & District Savings’ Bank, dis- /
count on U. C. money.......... 0 0 7% /
—— 219 10} /
POSTAGES—
Bt sl eDUGOn; fese . S via sias s 0=5 50 /
L “te lagtiyear... % . 010 "3
S Major iachlan'. .0 o L 0oh 3
B Wartkman o v e 053 J
7 ————] 5 9
Total Commissions and Postages. . . 4.5
INCIDENTALS—
Salary paid Thos. Broome, in full to -
SEEMOEIREA o X R 30 0 0 i
FirRewoop— /
Faid Evans, Bro's. .o .00t 1312 /'8 /
WS RGddene . R L Y 15 16,3 /
% Lhod Bronmes v vuiv, oo 16 3 - /
¢ Sawing,9s4d, 145"%d, 23 6d.. 1 6 5 v
——3110 5 /
ADVERTISEMENTS — /
Paid Montreal Herald............. EBls) /
i st AN ant o0 05 0 /
PR L T T /
ENGrRAVING — _ /
Paid G. Matthews................ 015 0O F4
S SR T R R S 0 5 0
el /
CANDLES— /
Paid Bl Shelton. . i.cvov.ivves 2 00 / .
i N R R 010 o0 /
S IR BROMING. ', o' v svin s vinie s r 80 /
Skt entn 3 18 0
PRINTING—
Paid Rollo Campbell, advertising.. 1 5 0
" Moore, Owler & étevenson, An-
DURLIINBOIT .« o' s sives o 3 0 0
—_d 5 0 ;
Paid W. Watson, Interest......... 17 88
BTy T e R 9 el
SUTERRERE BTt .5 es's b vs 6o un's 30 0
0T I W N S, 10 0 0
‘“J. Gillespie, fixing Stoves. ... . 017 6
‘“ Estate of late H. Griffin, N.P. 012 ¢
SR G A MR ey v g B.a
““ Medical Chronicle........... 010 0
¢ Medical Journal ............ 015 o
“ A. G, Lachlan, writing. ...... 1 0 0
‘“ Thos. Broome, stuffing a Seal. 217 6
‘“ for cleaning Privy........... 3 0 0
o R R SIS RSO 0 G
Total for Incidentals............. £124 7 9 . —_—
'£3” 7 10 £317 7 10

(Errors and omissions excepted,) ) )
MoNTREAL, 17th May, 1854, BENJAMIN WORKMAN, Treasurer
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REPORT.

To THE NaTUuraL HisTory Sociery oF MONTREAL.

Tue period when, according to custom, a sketch of the pro-
ceedings of the Natural History Society, for the last twelve
months, should be submitted to the members, having again ar-
rived, your Council proceed te discharge the duty imposed upon
them, )

If they cannot congratulate the members upon any great in-
crease in the prosperity or influence of the Society, they can at
least say that its sphere of usefulness has not been diminished,
and that the number of its members continues to increase. The
great object for which it was established, that ol extending and
preserving in the public mind the importance and utility of’ the
study of Natural History, has been steadily persevered in; and if
the laborers have been few, and the discouragements met with
many, it is hoped that the efforts made have not been entirely
fruitless, and that in the wide field embraced within the opera-
tions of the Society, additional help will be received, and more
energetic action entered upon, during the course of the present
year.

In accordance with the recommendation contained in the last
report of the Council, the Society resolved that from the first of
January last the annual subseription should be raised to four dol-
lars. The Treasurer has shewn that heretofore the higher rate
of subscription worked well ; the present effect of this ineasure
yet remains to be tested ; the accounts for the present year at
the increased rate, not being vetissued, your Council having
deemed it expedient,in view of the general monetary depression,
and the additional calls thereby occasioned, to defer collecting
the subscriptions until the business season had fairly commenced.
They recommend to their successors that this work should now
be immediately undertaken, and they trust when members re-
flect how much the prosperity and usefulness of a Society de-
pend upon the manner in which the annual contributions to its
funds are paid up, that they will not be backward in performing
this part of their duty, by discharging the arrears which are now
outstanding, as well as paying up the subseription for the current
year.

The Council, on the departure of Lord Elgin, late Governor-
General of this Province, the then Patron of the Society, hailed
with satisfaction the arrival of His Excellency Sir Edmund Head,
his successor. His classical and literary reputation had preceded
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him to this Colony, and his attachment to pursuits of a kindred
nature to their own, pointed him out as one whose aceeptance of
the office his predecessor’s return to England had left vacant,
would reflect honor on the Society. His Excellency’s late visit
to Montreal afforded a desirable opportunity of ascertaining his
wishes on this point. The council, headed by the President, and
accompanied by several members of the Society, accordingly
waited on His Excellency with a congratulatory address, at the
same time respectfully praying him to become their Patron,
They are happy to inform the Society that their reception was a
most cordial one, and that Sir Edmund Head most readily and
in the kindest manner consented thus to honor them. The
Council would respectfully recommend that His Excellency be
elected an Honorary Member of the Society.

The Librarian and Cabinet Keeper’s Report, annexed, will
shew the state of the Museum and Library, and the additions
made thereto during the past year. The Couneil cannot but
join in the regret expressed in this report at the paucity of the
Donations, especially to the Museum, the increase of which
must always be an object of paramount interest to the Society.
With respect to the Library the Council cannot refrain from
saying, that, with the present imperfect accommodation, there is
little nducement for members either to give to, or consult, the
Library of the Society ; they earnestly recommend this subject
to the consideration of their successors in office, with a view to
giving greater accommodation to this portion of the Society’s
property. During the course of the year the Society passed a
Resolution abolishing the small fee which had previously been
exacted from Visitors to the Museum, thus doing away with
the last restriction to the free admission of the public to their
collections. The Council have much pleasure in stating that
this measure has been followed by no ill effects to the safety of
the Museum. It is an earnest of the willingness of the Society

to do their part in making their collection what it ought to be,
a national one.

The council have not lost sight of the recommendation of their
predecessors, as to the propriety of establishing Literary Soirees
as soon as t}_le diﬁiculties that have hitherto operated to prevent
their organization could be overcome ; the council, however,
regret to say that the same difficulties still militate against the
111tr0duct1on of so desirable a measure, and that consequently
nothing has been done during the past year in this matter.

The council have to express their regret that the services of

so few of thg members have been obtained as Lecturers during
the last session.

it In this respect, however, they have been more
#or ﬁunglte than some other Literary Societies, who were unable
to find sufficient assistance to form a course. The following are
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the lectures that have heen delivered with the names of the

Lecturers and their subjects :

1. The introductory Lecture, by Dr. Workman. Subject—The
importance of the study of Natural Ilistory.

2. By Dr. Barnston. Subject-—The Flora of Montreal Mountain.

3. By J. T. Dutton, Esq. Subject—The utility and importance
of the Science of Chemisty to Commerce and Manu-
factures.

4. By Dr. Hingston. Subject—Animaleulz.

5. By A. N. Rennie, Es;j.  Subject—Prose Fiction.

6. By J. T Dutton, Esq. Subject—A continuation of hix first
Lecture.

The Council acknowledge the debt of gratitute due to the
gentlemen who so kindly came to their assistance when required,
and delivered this series of lectures. They hope a regular
course will be entered upon next sesson, and are happy to say
that already four names have been obtained, who promise to be
prepared as soon as called upon to open the course.

Besides these Lectures forming the Society’s regular course,
at one of the ordinary meetings Dr. Barnston read an excellent
Memoir on the Chimpanzee or Black Ourang of Africa, and at
another meeting Mr. Dutton read a paper on « Geology.” Both
subjects excited some discusson, and the council cannot help ex-
pressing a hope that contributions in this shape will, for the fu-
ture, become more general from the members, and that the ordi-
nary meetings will not always be simply for the transaction of
routine business, but may also be for receiving and imparting of
information in this very agreeable manner.

The Treasurer’s Report contains a statement of the Society’s
financial affairs, which deserves the particular attention of the
members. Only 68 of their number have contributed by their
annual subscriptions to the funds of the Society during the past
year.* The amount thus received, together with the Government
Grant of £150, has barely sufficed to keep the Society in work-
ing order, and to pay off'a small portion of the debt on the premises.
‘While the council would speak with respect of the aid afforded
to the Society by the Legislature, they cannot refrain from con-
trasting the liberality shewn by that body during the last few
sessions to other institutions of a similar description, with the aid
afforded to this Society. Towards promoting the study of Natu-
ral History, and affording the public the means whereby they
may gratify it, and for an extensive and general collection, hoth
animal and mineral, no other Society in this Proviuce has done
so_much, or laboured so long, and yet the assistance furnished to

* This does not include of course the subscriptions for 185}, collected from
40 members previous to the Annual Meeting on 18th May, 183, as those were
jucluded in the Treasurer's Report for 1853-4.
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us by the Legislature 1s in the proportion of rather less than one
fourth of that afforded to the Canadian Institute in Toronto—
the grants made to the Natural History Society during the last
three years amounting to £400, while those to the Canadian
Institute have reached £1750. It is hardly necessary for the
Council to state that in making these remarks it is very far indeed
from their intention to disparage the exertions or the utility of
that Institution, whose greater good fortune they have instanced,
nor would they for a moment imagine that the grants they have
received are too much. Far from it ; fellow laborers with our-
selves in the field of science, we hail with pleasure and satis-
faction the aid granted to them by the liberality of the Legis-
lature, while at the same time it is permitted to us to bring the
precedent thus afforded, as a reason why aid to a similar amonnt
should also be afforded to us, an older institution. Your Council
would therefore recommend that a representation to this effect
be made to the Executive, and that additional assistance be
prayed for, so as to enable the Society to carry out more effec-
tually the design for which it was established.

The Society during the past year have had to regret the
death of one of their oldest and most energetic members, and
one whose exertions in promoting the cause that the Society has
at heart, were beyond all praise. It isto the liberality and kind-
ness of the late Dr. M¢Culloch that the Society is indebted for
many of the finest specimens that now enrich its museum, A
vote of condolence with his widow and family, in their deep
affliction, has already been passed, but the Council feel assured
that these few passing words, “ 4z memoria,” will be responded
to and appreciated by every member of the Society. With this
exception, and the loss of Sir James Alexander who, having left
this country, has been put on the list of Cerresponding Members,
there has been nothing in the shape of loss to chronicle. The
number of Ordinary Members at present on the list is 148,
twelve having been admitted during the year; to the list of
Corresponding Members four additions have been made, while
only two members have withdrawn from the Society.

Having now traced the leading features of the Society’s his-
tory during the past year, it only remains for the Council to make
a few remarks on its present position and future prospects.
While it would be useless to deny that the state and position of
the Society are not satisfactory, and that its career of usefulness
has not, of late years, been such as the friends of science could
have wished, the Council would yet fain hope that it has in
some degree been progressive ; but the Society must ever bear
in mind that the rate of progress which would, in the earlier
itg.ges O_alts history, have been satisfactory, will now no longer

considered so, in view of its increased means as exemplified
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in its collections ; nor must it be forgotten that, in the scientitic
as in the moral world, the possession of wealth entails with it
the responsibility of making a proper use of it, under the inex-
orable penalty of disgrace and ruin. Possessed of an extensive
museum, enriched through the means of Legislative grants, to
some extent, it is not, it cannot be, permitted to the Nociety to
rest satisfied with being the mere custodians of the treasures
they hold,—something more is expected from them,—these trea-
sures must be increased, and the knowledge of nature they are
calculated to impart must be made available hy every possible
means. Nor are the expectations of those who look for some-
thing more from the Natural History Society than being mere
cabinet-keepers unreasonable. We have taken an honorable
title upon us, and the public have a right to demand that we
should act up to the duties entailed upon us by such an assump-
tion, nor while we bear the name can we rid ourselves of the
duties implied by such a name. Fortunately the duties so as-
sumed, and the opportunities for carrying them out, are neither
difficult in the one case nor unfrequent in the other; the one
consists in doing everything in our power to aid and assist in the
extension of the study and of the science of Natural History, by
lectures and by the publication of such facts as are of interest in
that science, as well as by the collection of all such objects
as illustrate it—and the other consists 11 the wide field opened
for our exertions; for placed in a new and almost unexplored
country, every faet or specimen we can collect is sure to be of
interest either as confirmatory of something known before, or as
illustrative of something till then unknown.

It ought to be the honorable ambition of every society that its
fame should not be confined to the locality where it is placed, but
that it should be favorably known abroad, and this object can only
be attained by means ofthe press. The Council would therefore
suggest the expediency of establishing a guarterly or semi-an-
nual publication by the society, of papers connected with scien-
tific subjects, more particularly those of Natural History. They
cannot but think that the society must possess among its records
many papers of value, that might be published to advantage,and
that among the members of the society there is a sufficient
amount of talent and scientific knowledge to insure the continu-
ation of such a publication when once begun. It is the opinion
of this Council that no means the society could take toarouse its
dormant energies or awaken a taste for the study of nature would
be so efficacious as this; they therefore earnestly recommend
it to the consideration of the Society.

Before concluding, the Council would bring under the notice
of the society the state of their property. The house is far from
being in the state of repair it ought to be ; they would therefore
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recommend that an immediate survey of it should be made, for
the purpose of ascertaining the extent and amount of the deteri-
oration, and the sum required to put it in thorough repair.

It now only remains for your Council to reiterate the urgent
recommendations of their predecessors, as to the necessity of per-
severing and sedulous attention to the interests of the society,
and of zealous exertions during the coming year. Evzary motive
that can animate the lover of science calls for them, and success
must as a matter of course crown their efforts, if made in such
a spint ; while, on the contrary, apathy and neglect must entail a
languid and useless existence on the part of the soeiety. For the
members may be assured that it is only by sparing no exertions
on their part that they can make the society a useful one, or de-
rive practical and permanent advantage from the important and
interesting study the Natural History Society professes to en-
courage.

W. H. A. DAVIES,
Chairman of Council.

Natural History Society’s Rooms,
Montreal, 18th May, 1855.



REPORT

OF

THE LIBRARIAN & CABINET KEEPER FOR 18b4-5.

THE accessions that have been made to the Library and
Museum during the twelve months now elapsed are detailed in
the subscribed statements.  From a comparison ot them with
those presented at the lust anmversary meeting, it will be ob-
served that recently the augmentation in donations to the Library
exceeded in nuwmber the specimens that had been given to the
Musenm, while on the previous year the increase was chiefly
experienced by the latter department of the Society.

The Iist of new baoks has been so arranged as to dispose them
into two groups. 1stly, Transactions of Public Bodies; 2ndly,
Monographs.  The mcre important of the works under the for-
mer division will be found to be the Statutes of Canada, Trans-
actions of the American Institute for 8 years, and the volumes
containing the Ea:buy and Madras Maguetical Observations.
Under the latter head, one in particular may be signalized, viz.,
Cassin’s lllustrations of the Birds of California, Texes, Oregon,
British and Russian America.

Kegret cannot but be felt at the paucity of additions made to
the Museum, and that notwithstanding repeated solicitations,
members especially, the corresponding are rather more remiss
than formerly in their responses to enrich the Cabinet with
objects of Natural History.

Of the alterations made in the internal arrangements of the
Museum, it is only necessary to particularize one : the coins which
had hitherto been in the custody of one of our members have
been collected and deposited in the Mineralogical Apartment in
suitable cases, expressly manufactured for their safe keeping.

The present Report may not be inaptly concluded with an ex-
tract from its predecessor. “The want of funds to meet the ne-
cessary expenses has delayed further improvements, some of
which are much needed, as the purchase of cases for a number of
specimens, chiefly ornithological, which are unprotected from
accident and destruction.” To this it may be added, that the
glass cases now in the Library are insufficiently commodious for
its purposes, and that many valuable books have consequently to
be temporarily stowed away in obscurity.

WM. WRIGHT, M.D.,
Librarian § Cabinet Kecper.



DONATIONS, &c., TO THE LIBRARY, 1854-5.

Statutes of Canada, 1854-5, 2 parts.

Edit’s Ordonnances Royaux, 1854.

Transactions of American Institute, 8 vols, 1847 to 1853, inclu-
sive, from the American Institute of New York. ‘
Transactions of Literary and Historical Society, Quebec, January

1855, from the Society.

Bombay Magnetical and Meteorological Observations, 1850, fiom
the Court of Directors.

Proceedings of Boston Society of Natural History, Vols. 1,2 and
8, and Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 of Vol. 4, from L. A. H. Latour,
Esq.

Seventh Annual Report of the Regents of the University of the
State of New York of the Cabinet of Natural History,
Januvary, 1854.

New Ylork State Register, 1845-6, by O. S. Holley, Esq., from
Editor.

City Inspectors Report, New York, from J. B. Sabine, Esq.

Disturnell’s Railway and Steamboat Guide, from the Editor.

Disturnell’s American and European Guide, from the Editor.

Annual Announcement of Medical Faculty of McGill College.

Notes sur les regitres de Notre Dame de Quebec, from J. B. A.
Ferland, Esq.

Notes of a Half-pay in Search of Health, from H. E. Scott, Esq.

Neglect of Chemistry by Practical Farmers, by E. J. Hemming,
from Author.

Adv:}:ntage:.s of Study of Natural History Society, a Lecture, by
Y l'lSp.

Hlustrations of the Birds of California, Texes, Oregon, British
and Ruossian America, by John Cassin, 1853, 6 parts, from
the Author.

Explo.mtlon Geologique du Canada, from Dr. Workman.

Description of and Remarks on a Chimpanzee, by J. Barnstom
M.D., from the Writer.

ISTéhe' following publications have been received during the year
34-5 1—

Medical Chronicle, monthly, Montreal.

Canadian Journal, monthly, Toronto.

Canada Gazette, weekl v, Quebec.

Law Reporter, Montreal,

Canadian Literary News Letter, 2 numbers, Montreal.



DONATIONS TO THD MUSEUDM, 1854-5.

Young Crabs taken out of Oysters, from W. E. Isaacson, Esq.

Stene talzen from Deld of Tiver St Loawrence, from A. N. Ren-
nie, Lsq.

Three Specimers of Ore from Valparaiso, (2 gold, 1 native silver)
from Captain Fraser.

Petrified Wood taken from Swift Creek, L. Ca., from Captain
Fraser.

Petrified Deer’s Antler, from S, Ducharun, Esq., Lachine.

Three sets of Copper Coins, 6, 4 and 7 in number, respectively,
from L. A. H. Latour, Esqg.



Dr. Natural History Soctety in Account with Benjamin Workman, Treasurer. Cr.

1854 1854-5.
May 17, To balance due Treasurer - - - - £3 4 By cash received from 68 members - £34 0 0
paid T. Broome, 12 months' salary, - - 30 0 cash for a Diploma - - - 05 0
paid for Firewood, - - - - 31 1 3} cash subscription for Gas Fixtures - 212 6
paid Candles and Gas - - - - 214 4 cash Government Grants - - 150 0 0
paid Freight and Postages - - - 012 2
paid Collectors’ Commissions - - 115 0
Paid on Mortgage and Iuterest - - 089 00
paid Repairs of House and
eidentals - - - - 5710 7
1855.
May 17, To balance on hand - - - 139 £186 17 6
1855. -
£186 17 6 | May 17, By balance to new account - - - - 1 39
E. and O, E. B. WORKMAN,
Treasurer.

Examined and found correct,
ALEX. DIGBY CAMPBELL.
GEORGE BROWNE.
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TWENTY-EIGHTH
ANNUAL REPORT.

At the Annual General Meeting of the Naturar HisTory
SocieTy, held in the Museum on Monday May 19th, 1856, Pres-
ent,— The Lord Bishop of Montreal, President of the Society
in the Chair; Rev. A. D. Campbell, Rev. A. Keu.p, Drs. Fraser,
Workman, Wright, Scott, McCal'um, Jones, Kingdom, Hingston,
Barnston, Fenwick, Principal Dawson, Messrs. Davis, Latour,
Rennie, Dutton, Commissary General Ibbetson, Brown, Hims-
worth.

The minutes of the last Annual General Meeting were read
over and confirmed.

And after the transaction of some routine business the follow-
ing Report from the Council was read - ,and
submitted for approval :—

To THE NaTUuraL History SocIETY oF MONTREAL.

Tue Counciu of the Natural History Society of Montreal, in
obedience to custom and constitutional requirement, respeetiully
submit to the Members, their Report of the progress of the Insti-
tution, during the past year.

In this Beport, your Council will state such facts as may ap-
pear to be necessary to a connected history of the Institution,
and offer such suggestions as may seem important to its future
management.

In the first place, however, they deem it advisable to give a
short and general résumé of the history of the Society since its
foundation, so as to prove of interest to the members generally
— more especially to those who have lately joined the Society ;
and for this purpose, they avail themselves largely of the indns-
try of a former President of this Society — Major Lachlan.

The Natural History Society was founded in the year 1827,
— its first patron being the Earl of Dalhousie, and its first presi-
dent, Stephen Sewell, Esq.

It was incorporated by an Act of the Provincial Parliament,
(12 Will. IV. c. 15.) in 1832, which received the Royal Sanction
in February, 1833.
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At its foundation it numbered 26 members, of whom only one
is now connected with the Society, namely, Dr. Holmes, to
whom we owe the catalogue of our mineralogical and geological
cabinet.

At the date of its incorporation there were about 100 ordainary
members, of whom about thirteen are still connected with the
Institution.

In 1835, it was proposed to have essays read before the Society
“ On the physical history of Rivers in general and the St. Law-
rence in particular,” and “ On the circumstanees affecting cli-
mate in general and Canada in particular.”

In 1836, the Society purchased its present residence; and
subsequently many valuable donations were made to the Mu-
seum and Library.

Circulars were addressed to the various corresponding mem-
bers and to the Governor of the Hudson’s Bay Territory, inviting
attention to the subject of Meteorology in British North Ameri-
ca.
To the Council of the same year is due the honour of having
first drawn the attention of Government, to the advantages cal-
colated to result from a Geological survey of the Province.

By an ordinance of 1841, the Government contemplated the
merging of this Society, the Mechanics’ Institute, and Montreal
Library, into one Institution, to be called “ The Montreal Insti-
tution of Literature, Science and Art,” having its site in the
Bonsecours Market Building, with the privilege of an annnal
donation of £300 from the city. But this comprehensive Scheme
was never carried into effect.

In 1845, the Rev. Mr. Somerville laid the foundation for &
regular cowrse of lectures before the Society by a generousdona-
tion of £1000.
~ In 1846, the Museum was thrown open to the public at a trifl-
ing charge.

. During the following year,under the patronage of Lord Elgin,
1t was resolved to publish such approved Essays as were in pos-
session of the Society.

_ The fee for life membership, which had been £10 up to this
time, was now reduced to £5,

In 1848, it was proposed to grant three medals for the best
Essays on subjects connected with natural history. The num-
ber of members this year was 144,

The past year has not been unprodactive of henefit. The
]S)eosll]ezi\sv%)?lldmg hla.s undergone complete repair ; the roof has
tmnsformegl io:zelei ] jche Library and Counecil room have been
ot undé 0 a large and handsome apartment. The lecture

rgore transition from a small room on the ground
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floor, to a spacious Hall on the third story of the building, which
is disposed with great advantage to both lecturer and audience,
whilst around the walls are a series of spaces for the reception
of stuffed animals, glass cases, &ec.

These improvements have been ecffected under the able sup-
erintendence of George Brown, Esq. They have occasioned a
considerable aldition to the usual annunal expenses, and it was
in consequence found necessary to effect a loan of £400, for three
years, at six per cent.

The Edifice is now better snited to the purposes which it is
intended. The first story counsists of two rooms, one of which is
devoted to the library, and the other to the geological depart-
ment. The second story is divided into two spaces, one oc-
cupied by the oraithological collection, the other by the ento-
mological department.

The third story forms the new lecture room capable of con:-
fortably seating 250 persons.

The Council have the pleasure of announcing a larger increase
to the list of members than usuval, there being no less than
seven correspording and twenty-one ordinary ones daring the
year, making a total of 165 active members,

The losses by death and other causes, since the last annual
meeting, though not numerous, have been severely felt ; and
your Council are sorry to include the name of one of their for-
mer presidents — the late Dr. Crawford, whose zeal has in no
small degree contributed to the advancement of our Society’s
interest ; and by whose liberality the Museum has been enriched
with many of its valuable specimens.

They regret to be called upon to record the demise of the
Rev. Zadock Thompson of Burlington, Vermont, a corresponding
member of the Society, and the departure from among them of
Lieut.-General W. Rowan for England. We have still however
the benefit of his assistance as a corresponding member of the
Society.

With these exceptions there is little in the form of loss to
record.

The Annual Course of Lectures delivered under the auspices
of the Society commenced on Tuesday the 12th day of February
of the present year, and were unusually successful.

The introductory lecture was given by Ilis Lordship the
Anglican Bishop of Montreal, President of the Society ; subject—
«The connection between Literature and Science—with some
general remarks upon the study of Natural History.”

The course was continued in the following order:—

February 27th. By J. W. Dawsor, F. G. 8., Principal of
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McGill College ; Subject— Physical Geography of the Lower
Provinces.”

March 4th. By James Barnston, M. D. ; Subject—*“Caleridge’s
Philosophy of Life.”

March 11th. By W, H. Hingston, M. D. ; Subject— Circu-
lation of the Blood.”

March 18th. By Ass.-Com.-Gen. Ibbetson ; Subject—¢ Ento-
mology.”

April 8th. Concluding lecture, by B. Workman, M. D.;
Subject—* Wonders of Geology,”

The Council are deeply indebted to these Gentlemen for their
very able efforts in their favour. They congratulate the Society
on the large attendance at these lectures, and the iucreased in-
terest manifested in them. Your Council trust, that, during the
ensuing year, the regular course of lectures will comprehend a
still larger number; and recommend that an essay be read
and discussed at every monthly meeting of the Society, with the
view to render these more instructive and interesting, and to
ensure a large attendance of members and visitors.

The By-Laws of the Society have been submitted toa com-
mittee of revision pursuant to a resolutjon of the Society on the
subject ; and are shortly to be priuted.

Agreeably with the desire of the Canadian Institute of Toronto,
to be furnished with the monthly reports of the proceedings of
this Society, the necessary matter has been forwarded and pub-
lished in the * Canadian Journal.”

In accordance with the recommendation contained in the last
Annual Report, our patron, Sir Edmund Walker Head, has been
duly elected an honorary member.

The Council beg to submit the names of their retiring Presi-
dent, His Lordship the Anglican Bishop of Montreal, Sir Wm.
Edmond Logan and Charles Smallwood, M. D., L. L. D.,as justly
meriting a like honour.

The Council have much pleasure in stating that during the
month of March last, a commuttee of the three Vice Presidents
and four other members, in company with a few gentlemen in-
terested in Meteorological science, visited the Observatory of
Charles Smallwood, M. D., L. L. D., at St. Martin’s Isle Jesus,
C. E.,and & report on the subject of that gentleman’s valuable
and extended labors was laid before the Society and ordered to
be published.

Your Council subsequently forwarded a petition to Parliament
praying for such assistance as would enable Dr. Smallwood to
publish the records which he has made for the last fifteen yeats,
and to continue the prosecution of his investigations. (The
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project of establishing an observatory in Montreal or its neigh-
bourhood was included i the same prayer.)

1f to such observations were added an analysis by some mem-
ber >f the society,of those already made, a very valuable amount
of information would be furnished to meteorological science.

In this brief general 7ésumé your Council find sufficient reason
to feel, on the whole, satisfied with the struggles of a Society
like this placed by its very nature, so far in advance of our crude
national state.

There is sufficient ability in our Society at the present time to
raise it to the very proudest rank of literary excellence ; and all
we need is merely to eflect a proper distribution of our forces.

For this end your Council would recommend such a division
of the members of the Society into committees on the following
subjects, as one of its members has already submitted, namely :

1st.—Botany.

2nd.—Ichthyology, Herpetology and Entomology.

3rd.—Ornithology.

4th.—Other departments of Zoology.

5th.—~Geology, Mineralegy and Conchology.

6th.—Comparative Anatomy and Physiology.

7th.— Tndian Curiosities, Antiquities, and Miscellanies.

8th.—Library.

Your Council are of opinion that it would be to the Society’s
advantage, to make a careful distribution of duplicate specimens
in the Museum among Tustitutions of a kindred nature within
and beyond the Province. The act would no doubt be cordially
reciprocated, and the Muscum enriched thereby.

It is also thought advisable to petition the Legislature for a
copy-right Law, making it compulsory on all Publishers to con-
tribute a copy of every publication to the several literary and
scientific Institutions of the Province. In the mean tilne mem-
bers are not denied the privilege of contributing to the Library
and Museum; a priviledge most cheerfully nccorded hikewise
to the public.

For a more complete account of the condition and prospects of
the Finance, Library, Museum and Collections, you are referred
to the accompanying reports of the Treasurer and of the Librari-
an and Cabinet Keeper.

In conclusion, your Council, taking a retrospective glance at
the proceedings of the past year have every reason to hope that
the Society has merged powr toujours from that anomalous posi-
tion — so little in harmony with the objects of its founders, and
in surrendering their trust into other hands they would beg to
accompany it with the hope that the Natural History Society,—
established to encourage the study and investigation of the
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varied and ever varying physical phenomena of our Country,—
possessing a Library which embraces one of the best collections of
valuable works pertaining to all branches of positive knowledge
in this country; and a museum containing an extensive and
varied collection of objects of Natural History — which the
liberality of the Members has thrown open to the public free of
charge -— may meet with even greater success, and obtain that
liberal support from its members and the public to which it is
justly entitled.

L. A. HUGUET LATOUR,
1st Vice-Prestdent.

Montreal, 19th May, 1856.

The Treasurer of the Society (B. Workman, MD) then read
the following account and statement :



Dr. Natural History Society in Account with Benjamin Workman, Treasurer. Cr.

—_—
1856. 1855.
#ay 1, To Cash paid Salaries - - - - - £40 0 0 |May1l7, By Balancein Treasurer'shand - - - £ 7 3 g
u ¢ Fuel - - - - - 26 19 4 1856.
! ¢ Gas - - - - . 317 9 | Mayl, ¢ Subscriptions, & Diplomas, received fees
o« ¢ Water _ _ _ _ ~ 30 0 to this date - - - _ _ 65 5 ¢
¢ ¢ Freights - - - - - 1 8 11 Government Grant - - . B0 0 0
B Postages - - - - 2 3 Cash borrowed on Mortgage - - - 400 0 0
“ Printing - - - - 2312 9 ¢ Interest at Montreal Savings Bank - 2 9 4
¢t Advertising - - - - 615 7 ¢ City & District - . 115 ¢
¢ « Interest - - - - 8 5 3
¢ ‘ Commissions - - - - 216 6
u Repairs - - - - 300 0 O
u ¢ Insurance - - - - 25 0 0
Incidentals - - - - 27 0 5}
Balance to New Account - - - 51 14 3%
£520 13 1 £520 13 1
E.and O. E. B. WORKMAN,
Treasurer.

Examined and found correct,
W. H. A. DAVIES.
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REMARKS.

The Treasurer in submitting his Annual Account Current,

would append thereto the following remarks, viz :—

ESTIMATE OF EXPENDITURB FOR 1856-7.

Balance yet due Contractor for repairs.. ...

Reguired to complete Repairs, say........ .
Salaries.....ccooen. Ceabrerieranenias
Interest....... e e riaieaa

Outstanding Accounts for articles purchased
for repairs, but of which purchases Ac-
counts have not yet been rendered.......

Chairg &Table* - ....... v,
Paper & Paperhanging.........ccovveivas
Fuel and Light........... v RPN
Incidental Expences...oovevivieeennans e

Estimated Amount required for 1856-7.....

RESOURCES.
In Treagsurers’ hands.......... Cereneens .. £51 14 3%
Subseriptions. v verereiiiiiiiiiiiei i 00
Interest at the Savings Bank, say.......... 5 8%
Government Grant........... [N 00
Estimated Deficit......coovvvviiiinns e

Montreal, 1st May, 1856.

£17 16 0
w00

40 00

30 00
15 00
20 00

5 00

30 00

2 00
£312 16 0
178 0 0
£134 16 0

BENJAMIN WORKMAN,

Treasurer.

P.S.—This statement will shew that the change of the Annual subscriptions
from Ten Shillings to Twenty Shillingshas been advantageous to the Finances

of the Society, viz:

Subscriptions and Diplomas in 1858-6 produce. .. ..ecses..
Do. Do. 1854-5.vi0iuinnnen

e d 65

5 0
3¢ 5 0

Gain.vevinns . £31 0 0
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Upon motion by Mr. Dutton seconded by Rev. A. D. Camp-
bell, the Report as read was received and adopted,and ordered to
he printed and circulated, and the Lord Bishop of Montreal, Sir
Wm. Logan, Knight, F. R. 8., F. G. 8., L. L. D., &e¢., &c.,and
Charles Smallwood, M.D., L. L. D., were by acclamation eleoted
Honorary Members.

Drs. Fraser and Barnston having been appointed Serutineers,
the Meeting then proceeded to Ballot for Office Bearers for the
current year; when the following were declared elected :

President.eeeiensann «.+..MR. PrivcipaL Dawson.
First Vice-President.......L. A. H. LaTour, Esa.
Second Vice-President..... W. H. A. Davigs, Esa.
Third Vice-President...... Rev. A. D. CameBeLL, M. A.
Treqsurere e eeeeesesseess Dr. WorkMAN.

Cor. Secretary.eeoeeeean.. Dr. HiNGsTON.

Rec. Secretary............A. N. REnNE, Esa.

Curator and Librarian..... Dr. BARNSTON.

Council....Rev. Cavoxy LeacH, D.C.L.; Rev. A. Kemp; Dr.
R. P. Howarp ; J. T. Durton, Esa. ; Dr, FrasEer.
Library Committee........ .Dr. McCarrLum ; Dr. Jones; Dg.
‘WricHT ; DR. Scort; REV. CaNON GirsoN, ML.A.

Upon motion of Dr. Workman, seconded by Dr. Scott, a cordial
vote of thanks was passed to the Lord Bishop of Montreal for his
kindness in having consented to fill the President’s chair, the
able and zealous manner in which he had discharged the duties
of his office during the past year, and the exertions he had made
in the cause of science, in extending the sphere of operations of
the Society, and adding to its list of members.

The meeting then adjourned.
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PROCEEDINGS AT THE SOIREL.

Ox Tuesday evening, the 20th May, 1856, the members of the Society gavea Soires
in honor of 8ir Wm. E. Logan, one of its members, which was numerously and
fashionably attended. Upwards of 150 ladies and gentlemen, the elife of the
city and neighborhood, were present, and the proceedings of the evening were
listened to with the deepest interest and attention. At half past seven o'clock
precisely, the Lord Bishop of Montreal, accompanied by the guest of the even-
ing, and the Council of the Society, entered the Lecture Room, and took their
places. The Bishop was supported on the left by J. W. Dawson, Esq., Princi-
pal of MeGill College, and President elect of the Society. The Meeting was
opened by his Lordship ealling on Mr. Rennie, the Secretary, to read the min-
utes of the Annual Meeting and Report of Council. This having been dong,
his Lordship said, —It is now my pleasing duty to read and present to Sir Wm.
Logan, our honored guest, the following address from the Natural History So-
ciety :—

To Sir William Edmund Logan, Knight, F. R. 8., F.G. 8., L. L. D., &c., &c., Chev

aer of ilthe Legion of Honor, Director of the Geological Survey of Canda .

Sir, — It is with feelings of sincere pleasure mingled with no small degree of
pride that we, the President and Members of the Natural History Society of
Montreal, welcome you as our guest on the present occasion. Wehaveinvited
you here this evening, not merely from a sense of duty, nor in consideration of
the honor your presence would confer upon us, but likewise for the purpose of
testilying publicly the interest which we, as a Scientific Institution, have al-
ways taken in your indefatigable labours to advance the cause of Geological
Science in Canada. It is for this latter reason, that the opportunity now pre-
sented of acknowledging your valuable services, both to Seience and our coun-
try, affords us unfeigned gratification. As Director of the Geological Survey
of this Province, you have laboured for a long series of years with unremitting
zeal and assiduity, and if your untiring efforts have surmounted the many diffi-
culties of a scheme, in its nature so extensive and gigantic, and have at length
met with that success to which they are so justly entitled, we rejoice to think
tha.t the rewards so honorably gained have been acquired by one whom Canada
claims, not only as her brightest ornament in Science, but as her honored and
cherished son.

Limited as have been the means hitherto placed at your disposal in order to carry
out your investigations, you have nevertheless, by skilful economy and at much
personal sacrifice, succeeded in bringing to light the valuable internal regources
of our country, and of raising our Province to that high and important position
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wwhich it now holds in foreign estimation. That the Provincial Legislature has
appreciated your past labors, and is convinced of the necessity of continuing
the noble work under your guidance, is abundantly proved by the munificent
grant of the present session towards the Geological Survey, and we believe this
ig but the echo of the mind of an intelligent public.

Your unwearied efforts when in London and Paris, on two memorable oc-
casions, have been acknowledged in a munner which must be very gratifying
10 you; and while we congratulate you upon the high honors received at the
hands of our Most Gracious Queen and of his angust Majesty the Emperor of the
French, we are no less rejoiced to know that Science, from its loftiest throne,
has not omitted to present to you its highest tributes of praise, and its rarest
token of reward, in acknowledgment of your valuable researches and dis-
coveries in one of its most important departments. The value of such honors
can only be measured by the severc toils and havdships of those mental and
bodily labors which have so happily gained them; and our humble prayer is,
that you may long live to enjoy these rewards, and continue to prosecute those
researches, which will prove lasting memorials of your talents and persever-
ance, and be of permanent benefit to the country.

In thus tendering you our hearty congratulations, we beg respectfully to
present you with the highest mark of esteem and recognition our Society can
bestow, namely, the Diploma of llonorary Mcember of the Natural History
Society of Montreal.

(Signed) ¥. MoNTRrEAL,
President.

A. N. Rexniz,
Rec.-Secretary.
Montreal, May 20, 1856.

S War. Logax said,-—My Lord, Ladies and Gentlemen, I have to retutrn your
Lordskip and the members of the Natural History Society my sincere thanks
for the very flattering address you have just read, and the honor you have done
me, in bestowing the highest mark of your estcem and approbation upon me, by
presenting me with the diploma of an Honorary Member of the Society. The
marks of distinction which have been bestowed upon me, as the fruits of my
labors connected with the Geological Survey of Canada, are no doubt highly
appreciated by me—both those trom the hands of the Queen of England, and
the Emperor of France, and those of the learned of both countries. And
though the marks of your congideration, my Lord, come after them, and are
perhaps in part given to me in consequence of them, yet I do not on that ac-
count esteem them the less ; for I have a grateful remembrance of the satisfac-
tion with which many years ago, when residing in England, I received the
diploma, of a corresponding member of this Society, and that, before I had given
to the public any geological researches worthy of notice (applause.) I was
happy, my Lord, to receive that diploma from the hands of my old master, Mr.
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Skakel, to whose instructions T am indebted for the first rudiments I obtained
of some of those exact sciences connected with that branch of geology which I
have since more especially pursued (applause.) I cannot forget, also, that
though ten years before the establishment of the geological survey, many
worthy and enlightened persons both inand out of parliament, had endeavoured
to induce government to grant their aid in the investigation of our mineral
resources, yet it was only in the time of Lord Sydenham, when petitions had
been forwarded from the Natural History Society of Montreal, and the Literary
and Historical Society of Quebec, the former presented by Mr. Holmes, and the
latter by Mr. Black—it was only then that the Hon. Mr. Harrison was induced
to recommend to the government the first grant bestowed upon the geological
survey [cheers.] In this way, the act of this Society has, in some degree, been
the cause of my opportunity; and on being elected a Fellow of the Royal
Society of England, it was with great satisfaction that in enrolling myself among
ils members, I designated myself as a member of the Natural History Society of
Montreal [cheers.] It has been a source of great satisfaction to me, that there
has never yet been a single dissentient voicc raised against the support given
to the geological survey of the Province. The position in which the liberality
of the Legislature, and the good will of the community has at present placed
the survey, is a worthy object of congratulation, and will enable me to extend
its usefalness. It will give me an opportunity of publishing a map of the
Geology of Canada, so far as it is known—similar to that published and ex-
hibited in France. It will, by means of illustrations, enable me to make our
annual reports much more intelligible than hitherto, and afford me the means
of attracting much attention to science in Canada, by publishing those new or-
ganic forms which may be found in & fossil state, while prosecuting our studies
[applause.] Of these still unrepresented forms, a large collection has already
been made, many of them of great interest. And in classifying and deseribing
them T hope to have'the occasional assistance of Professor Hall, Palzontologist
of the State of New York, and to secure the permanent aid of Mr. Billings, of
Ottawa, who has recently shown so much attachment to the science, and such
an anzious desire to’ promote its diffusion. And I am sure, my Lord, I shall
never find wanting the advice and assistance, or when his occupations will per-
mit, the active co-operation of a distinguished member of your Society—Mr.
Principal Dawson—whose researches in geology are 8o well and so favorably
known, and whose advent among us I consider a great and sure benefit to the
advance of Canadian science [loud cheers.]

His Lordship then said, it now only remains for me to quit the Presidental
Chair, and. the Office which, as far as I have been able, I have endeavoured 1o
mal.xe efficient for the Society’s objects, during the last twelve months. And
while I look back with no small satisfaction to the efforts which have been s0
illll(;cessfullg mad.e' duriug the past year, by several members of this Society for
ot P;z:n‘;e{(;?czf:]’;s tEfiimt;my, and the. advancement of Natural Science, I can-
appropriate‘]qn > at T shall close 't}:us mwy year of office with so graceful a.nd

‘ » 85 the presentation of this address to Sir Wm. Logau, giv-
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ing bim a hearty welcome amongst us. I could Lave wished that it had been
compatible with his other duties for him to have acceded to the request made
to him on behalf of a large number of the members of the Society ; and that he
could have given us the aid of his counsel, and the strength of his name, if
chosen as our next President. But the important business connected with the
Geological Survey of the Province, which is about to be renewed under his
superintendence, will make such demands upon his time and attention, and
cause him to be so constantly absent from Montreal, that he informed us he
would be obliged to decline the office, if it were offered him. But I feel sure
that he will at all times be ready to give us his best advice and co-operation,
as far as circumstances will permit; and possessing as he now does, so high
a reputation for scientific knowledge—a reputation not confined to this Pro-
vince or this hemisphere—he will be no small aid in promoting the efforts,
which this soeiety is now making, to place itself in connection with other
learned bodies and professors of Natural Science in all parts of the world. The
improvements in these premises, for the purpose of rendering them better
adapted for the Society; the classified distribution of subjects, alluded to in
tha Report, to be made the special objects of investigation by different members
in some regular order and system; and the large increase of members during
the past year, lead us to hope that the forthcoming year will neither be unpro-
ductive in satisfactory results, nor uninteresting in its details ; and while we
trust that there will be, at the Meetings of the Society and in its Lectures
enough of the popular element to attract the many, there will be also such
enquires prosecuted, and advances made, as shall give evidence, that there are
amongst us, some minds imbued with a true spirit of philosophy, and an ardent
z2al for Natural Science. And this study is of great importance, indeed neces-
sary, not only for the reputation of any country, but to enable it to compete
with other parts of the world, and protect itself from injustice and fraud. Itis
only a tew days since, I read in the evidence given in London before the Com-
mittee of the House of Commons on the adulteration of Food, &c., that “a
large drug grinder and manufacturing Chemist” stated that it was his belief
that Rhuburb was universally ground pure. He believed it was true that there
was some English Rhubarb mixed with the pure to be ground; but it was
chiefly for Ireland and the Colonies.” But why should the impure article be sent
into the Colonial market rather than the London one, except it be that it is con-
cluded the fraud will not be so easily detected ; because Botany and Chemistry
are not believed to be so actively or generally studied there, as in England ? And
not now to speak of © the wonders of Geology,” on which subject many of us
heard very recently a most interesting lecture in this room ; or of the stupen-
doug revelations which modern Astronomical Science has opened for the
adoring contemplation of men, whereby, ““in our day, indeed, within these few
years, the scope of the material universe visible to man, has through Lord Rosse’s
great telescope been enlarged, as it is computed, no less than 125,000,000 times,
and has brought to our view stars, worlds, systems, without number,
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whose existence had scarcely been suspected before.” Without enlarging
upon facts like these, I will only observe, that there is no branch of trade or
commerce, scarcely any amusement or means of sustaining life, where, in some
way or other, scientific knowledge and scientific investigation will not be most
essential to our comfort, our progress and our success. Many branches algo
of science necessarily require simultaneous investigation and experiments to be
made, in a variety of places at the same time, in order, by general induction, to
arrive at any definite conclusion ; pariicularly, for instance, those connected
with Meteorology. So that every fresh location of a well-ordered observatory,
and every fresh record of any Philosophical observer, is a help towards per-
fecting the experiments and observations of all.

But I will not detain you any longer with more lengthened observations of
mine on this occasion, when there are other and better means devised for your
ingtruction and entertainment this evening. And since I believe it is an ad-
mitted fact that ¢ nature abhors a vacuum,” that every space within the bounds
of creation, when relieved from the occupation of any one substance or portion
of matter, must immediately be taken possession of by some body of some kind
or other that immediately fills up the void, so it is with this our Society. True
to the laws of Nature, this our ¢ Natural History Society * has provided that on
my leaving this chair, there shall be no vacancy unoccupied — for our Society
in this respect, like Nature, abhors a vacuum ; but it will be immediately filled
by my successor, and one far more able than J can pretead to have been, to do
justice to the office, and add strength and reputation, by his own scientific
knowledge, to the position which he has been elected to fill. I have now only,
therefore, to take my leave of you, as your President, to thank the various offi-
cers of the Bociely, and other members, for the kindness and attention I have
received from them, and to introduce to you Mr. Dawson, F.G.S., and Principal
of McGill College in this city, asthe President of the ¢ Natural History Society
of Montreal,” for the ensuing year. (Loud cheers.)

His Lordship then left the Chair, which having been taken by Principal
Dawson, he rose and said, —1I regard as a very high honor, the position in
which I have been placed. T look upon it as a tribute not to myself, but to the
subjects of sclentific investigation to which T have devoted myself. And I hope
and trust that the place of President of the Natural History Society will not
during my incumbency be found a vacuum ; at least, it shall not be want of ex-
ertion or pains on my part, if it be  But on referring to the programme I find
that T am not now to make a speech, but to announce to you what perhaps you
will listen to with more pleasure, that in about twenty minutes from this time
refreshments will be on the table below, and that until then we shall adjourn
and inspect the collection of specimens and curiosities in the other apartments ;
or view the wonders and beauties of Nature through the Microséopes which
Dr. Barnston and others have provided for our amusement and instruction.

The company then adjourned below, and examined with the greatest interest
the collection in the Museum. Dr. Barnston und Mr. E. Murphy had three
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powerful Microscopes on the table which attracted numbers of the fair visitors,
and many of the gentlemen. The refreshments were prepared in the Library
by Mr. Alexander, of Notre Dame Street. After an adjournment of about three
quarters of an hour, business was again proceeded with in the Lecture Room.

The President (Mr. Principal Dawson} took the Chair and said :—

LapiEs AND GENTLEMEN,— It is not my intention to deliver a formal ad-
dress, but merely to bring before you, perhaps in a somewhat desultory manner,
a few thoughts that have occurred to me as suitable to a social meeting of this
kind ; and at the same time, having some bearing on the functions and policy
of this Society. And in the first place, I would remind you that Science does
not always appear, as on the present occasion, in holiday attire; nor does it
confine itself to the lecture room or the library ; but that it often toils severely
and imposes on itself hard fare and self-sacrifice. It scales every mountain,
gropes in every mine, toils through every wilderness, boils its camp kettle by
all streams, pores over the minutest objects, anatomises the least agreeable
creatures, stifles itself in laboratory fumes, breaks stones like a road maker, and
carries loads like a porter. In short, when you see the scientific man in his
working garb, you may well be pardoned for supposing, as a kind old lady
once remarked of a Scottish geologist, that he looks like one * who has seen
better days.”

The true naturalist, animated by that enthusiasm which alone can furnishan
adequate incentive to the work, delights in such labours, and combines them
with the eager search for great general principles and natural laws. Such
men must form the basis of a society like this. Without them there may be
meetings and agreeable small talk, but no progress in original investigation.
To such men, on the other hand, a scientific association offers great benefits.
It gives them that encouragement which they often require; it gives them
means of investigation which, individually, they could not command; it gives
them influence by their union with one another, and with men who value
science, though they may not themselves labour in its advancement as original
enquirers. Above all, it gives opportunities for friendly discussion. Isolated en-
quirers, especially in a new country, where few can devote themselves wholly
to scientific pursuits, are very liable to be satisfied with half traths, which are
near akin to error, or to enter on unprofitable paths of enquiry. But if they
bring their results before a society like this, they are subjected to the criticism
of others who may have had superior opportunities of investigation, or who
from the same facts, may have reached conclusions in some respects different.
PFree discussion of this kind is the life of science : and however hardly the au-
thor of a paper may be dealt with, if he is a true lover of truth, he feels satis-
fied that to have all defects and errors thoroughly exposed is best, not only for
the interests of science, but for his own ultimate reputation.

To such free and fearless criticism every paper, however high the the reputa-
tion of its author, must be subjected in a scientific soelety ; because the object
is not to uphold any preconceived views, but to arrive at the pure and simple
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truth. Many persons present must have read in the last of the late Edward
Forbes’s lighter productions, his review of Murchison’s Siluria, the comparison
of the discussions of the Geological Society, so fierce in their progress, yet so
friendly in their issue, with the carousals of the deified heroes in the Scandina-
vian Valhalla, where the fabled gods of our ancestors were supposed, after their
feasts, to hack and cut each other to pieces, only that by the vigour of their
immortal nature, each fragment might be immediately restored to its fellow,
and all reappear sound and unhurt. You may also remember the anecdote, in
the same paper,of a military gentleman, who having becn present atone of
these disputatious meetings, retired somewhat precipitately, under the convie-
tion that if he remained he would infallibly be called on to act as second in some
of the affairs of honour which must grow out of the discussion. The Report
read this evening asks for original Papers, and I trust that we shall discuss them
with this combination of the earnest love of truth with the most perfect good
humour.

This Society may also render an important service to Science in Canada and
elsewhere, by publishing such papers as may endure the test of its criticism.
Hitherto, the Society has done comparatively little in this direction, while many
British American papers have been published abroad; but if good papers be
furnished, little difficulty will be found in having them printed, and widely
circulated.

Another important function of this Society is, that of forming a depot for al,
interesting objects of Natural History ; and thus rendering them accessible to
those who can appreciate their value; and at the same time affording facilities
to Students. In this valuable department, this Socety has done much, and
we may hope will do much more.

It is also one of the functions of a Scientific Society to exert itself to popu-
larize science in such a way as to extend its humanising influences, to make it
generally attractive, and to enlist new workers in its varied fields of investi-
gation. The success of the lectures of the past winter should encourage us to
make still more energetic efforts in this direction in future.

Lastly, allow me to say, that though abstract science is our proper field, we
regard it also in its ufilitarian ends, and in its highest and holiest relations.
This society has already, on several occasions, successfully labored in the deve-
lopment of the industrial resources of this country; and, more or less, all its
labours tend in that direction. An excellent illustration of the utility of ap-
parently small matters in science, lies before me in these beautiful engravings
of Canadian fossils, which are exhibited by Sir W. E. Logan, as a specimen of
the style in which he desires to publish the new forms of organic life, discover-
ed in the course of the survey; and which, if so published, will greatly extend
the scientific reputation of Canada. It may appear of little congequence thab
in ages far bygone, certain little shell-fish, distinguishable from each other
only by minute and sometimes almest microscopic characters, lived in this
couniry and have left their remains in itg rocks; yet by the study of these ex-
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tinct forms of life, that arrangement of the rocks of the country whichi is neces-
sary to the understanding of its mineral resourcesd, way be accomplished in much
shorter time and with far greater certainty than without their aid; and thus
years of labour to the survey, and of expense to the Province, may be saved.

In like manner Natural Science, in all its departments, connects itself with
our higher spiritual relations, by refining and enobling our minds, and by lcad-
ing us from nature to its Divine Author. Itis true that Natural History is in
itself merely intellectual; 1t is not to be identified with either morality or re-
ligion, and is sometimes unhappily dissociated from them, yet it is akin to these
higher interests. Like the sunlight, it shines on the evil and the good, and may
sometimes light a bad man in the path of crime; but in its natural and its
general consequences it is allied to good, and has no affinity with those social
and moral evils which emphatically belong to the darkness.

Actuated by such views, and following out these paths of usefulness, I trust
that our Society may steadily prosper; and as a favourable omen of our success
in the ensuing year, it gives me much pleasure to state that our active and zeal-
ous Vice-President, Mr. Latour, has announced his intention of offering & gold
medal for the best Essay on any Department of Canadian Natural History, to
be read at the concluding meeting of next Session.

The How. Junee AvLwiy being called upon by the President, said :—

Ladies and Gentlemen,— 1 should not undertake to address this meeting, if I
understood that any thing I was to say should he connected with any one of’
the natural sciences. I must confess my utter ignorance of all the ologies—I
am sorry to be obliged to confess my entire ignorance of geology. But just be-
cause of this, I can belter appreciate the efforts of others, in founding an insti-
tution like the present, and contributing, by the accumulation of facts, to our
present slock of knowledge. Facts, Ladies and Gentlemen, are always impor-
tant. There is knowledge in stones, as there is knowledge of a higher kind. But
without the knowledge of the art of reasoning all would be unavailing. Anda
man’s reasoning may be faulty in the extreme, and calculated to mislead others ;
but if in his study of nature, and the observations he makes in the course of
that study, he chooses to state merely facts, and state them truly,—whatever
efforts he may make to mislead, the result must be necessarily unavailing, for
the Baconian Philosophy controls and overrides all ologies.

The infidel Voltaire, boldly assumed to be an encyclopedia to himself; and,
in the pride of his supposed science, to put down religion and its Divine Foun-
der; but his puny efforts have long since been scouted by genuine philoso-
phers. Others have attempted to follow in the same career, and will have the
like success; for notwithstanding all the apprehensions created in timorous
minds, the votaries of geience work on, and the more they work on, the result
is found to be only to confirm us the more, if ever a doubt we had, of the exis-
tence of a Creator and Redeemer. As to the advantages to be derived from
institutions such as the present, I cannot flatter myself that here any very bril-
liant results will be obtained. But we have the power to accumulate fact after
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fact, and so to state them, as to enable others by analysis to arrive at results
useful to themselves and to the world. I am satisfied this institution has not
languished in consequence of want of effort on the part of its members. Itis
no reason for discouragement that in every point of view it has not been so
successful as its best friends could have wished. On the contrary it should
induce the members to use greater efforts for the time to come. There is more
expected from us now than ever there was before. I recollect the time when
no man would have dared to admit he was a Canadian—or the admission would
have been made with pain. Now we are proud to own our country; and nota
little flattered at its progress and prosperity. And we have reason to be proud
of our fellow townsman, Sir Wm. Logan, of the position he occupies, the fame
he has attained. When he first commenced his scientific investigations, he could
scarcely himself have hoped for such a result; for the very science in which he
has now attained so much eminence, in its infancy, was rather disliked than other-
wise. He might have entered the walks of trade and commerce, and therein
attained to opulence or wealth. He might have attached himself to any one of
the learned Professions, and no doubt, with his love of study, and habits of
thought, he would therein have obtained eminence and digtinction. But for
the love of the science alone, he probably entered upon its investigation ; and
by this desire to investigate facts and accumulate them he has probably attained
his well-earned honors in the way he least expected. And there ig this to be
said of Sir Wm. Logan. He has received these honors by universal agsent.
The honors conferred on him at Home have been confirmed by the unanimous
voice of his fellow Colonisis. [Cheers.]

It would be trespassing on the time of the meeting were I to make further
observations. ButI cannot conclude without congratulating the society on
the atquisition which it made by electing the Bishop as President. His Lord-
ship is not & Canadian born; but we must not draw invidious comparisons
between the natives of this country, and those who possess the same claim a3
ourselves, acknowledging and loving the same Queen. Tohisenergy and wise
judgment Montreal is already indebted in many respects; and the members of
the Socisty had never done a better act than when they appointed bim to the
highest office they had it in their power to bestow. I have no doubt that he
will not be a stranger among us; that he will very shortly be thoroughly
naturalized, and sympathise with us more strongly than any one who newly
came from that England, which my grandfather left a century ago, and which
I may be destined never to see. Let it be the object of this society, then, to
accumulate facts, and though I shall be proud to see that science shall be di-
'reclly benefitted thereby, as I have already said I car hardly expect, so limited
is our sphere of investigation, that this will be the result. The persevering

efforts of your new President are well known, and by a continuance of them,
he will be enabled (o arrive at conclusions, confirming others in the opinions
they have formed, or striking out a new and better path for himself—(cheers.)
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Dr. Barnston then read the following Paper :—
O~ SoME OF THE FORMS OF SNOW CRYSTALS AND THE DIFFERENT ELECTRICAR
STATES OF THE ATMOSPHERE DURING THEIR FORMATION. By CHARLES
Ssarrwoop, M.D., L.L.D.

In taking a cursory view of the objects that swrround us, the most casual
observer must be often impressed with the beauty and variety of the forms ex-
hibited in the three vast Kingdoms of Nature—the Animal, Vegetable and Min-
eral; and upon a closer and more minute inspection, we are almost led to
adopt the Platonic doctrine, that Deity proceeds by Geometry.

The types and forms of matter which are every moment brought before us,
have led some few to trace their different shapes, to generalize their outward
features, and to reduce, as it were, to a standard, the vast number of objects,
organic as well as inorganic.

The Geologist has his primitive rock — the Naturalist his archtype skeleton—
the Botanist his cell developement, all of which bear wituess, that beneath the
outward form there exists an unknown agency wieldcd by the Omnipotent
Power of * Him who created all things.”

The subject of our present investigation is one of those meteors, which all of
us living in Canada, have had many frequent opportunities of observing, if
not of admiring ; but few of us, I dare say, have taken the trouble to look into
the minute and perfect Geometrical structure of the evanescent Snow Crystal,
which presents as distinct a mathematical form of crysialization, as that which
characterizes the more lasting and indestructible gem that bedecks the Regal
Crown.

The subject has been the study of Aristotle, Descartes, Kepler, Scoreshy
and others, but I shall not dwell on their investigations, because made in =
climate different from our own, but shall at once proceed to give the resulls of
my own feeble and unmerited efforts, and by so doing endeavour to enlist
others to labour in this, an interesting department of Meteorology.

For many years past my attention has been called to the differont varieties
of the snow crystals of our climate, which I found to depend upon well defined
hexagonal or six-sided prisms, all the jacets or angels of which have an incli-
nation of 60 degrees. This constitutes the primitive form or type; and so far
as my observation goes, a combination of dises and prisms, of this simple and
primitive form, gives rise to those of a more elaborate character. (Specimens
of the crystal were put in and explained.) There are many and various forms
not here described ; but those now enumerated form the type of the whole.
Snow falling when the Thermometer is only a few degrees below the freezing
point, does not possess any distinct crystaline form, being merely frozen masses,
irregular in shape, and scarcely even transparent, but the greater the degree
of cold, the more distinct and well defined are the crystals. The size of the
perfect crystal is ftom 1 to 2 tentihs of an inch, only in diameter, and who does
not but admire the handy-work of that Almighty Power, that made in so small
a space 50 beautiful and distinet « crystal, possessing a true mathematical
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character, and what must be the immense numbers of these small bodies, that
fall injthe great snow storms of our Canadian winter, when we call to mind that
during the winters 1854-5, no less than 86 inches deep of these small crystals
fell.

“ A shower of gems is strew’d around ;”
The flowers of winter, rich and rare;

Rubies and sapphires deck the ground,
“The topaz, emerald, — all are there.”

But to obtain a perfect view of these crystals it is necessary to submit them
to examination immediately after their fall, for if allowed to remain for ever so
short a time, the angles become rounded, and it is then difficult to define their
true and distinet characters.

Intimately connected with this subject, and one to which I would draw atten-
tion, are the different electrical states of the atmosphere, during the formation
and fall of these crystals.

During my observations on the different crystalline forms, my attention was
at an early period drawn to the fact, that whenever the forms Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4
were present, the electrometers indicated the presence of negative or resinous
electricity, especially during the fall of those crystals marked Nos. 1 and 2. On
the other hand the stellar or star form, No. 5 and its varieties, were always ac-
companied by electricity of a positive or vitreous character ; and I have found
from observation that snow storms, when the crystals are of a perfect form, are
always accompanied by indications of atmospheric electricity of a negative
character and high intensity ; but whenever the crystals are imperfect, or are
shapeless masses of ice, presenting no erystaline form, then the electrometers in-
dicate electricity of a positive character, and of very feeble intensity.

The question now is, do the different electrical states of the atmosphere give
rise to those different forms of erystals, or does the formation of those crystals
excite a different electrical state of the atmosphere ?

I trust shortly to be able to lay before you a solution of those interesting and
scientific questions, for in the pursuit of this object it requires patient and atten-
tive investigation during the most inclement season of our rigorous climate;
but how happy should I be if these short observations should be the incentive
to others to assist in this interesting branch of scientific research, and that to
Canada should be awarded the claim of the discovery.

The apparatus that I have used in these investigations for collecting and 3-
amining the electrical state of the atmosphere, consists of a pole 70 feet high,
uPon which is twisted a copper rod, the lower part of which is fixed on a glass
pillar ; this glass pillar is kept warm and dry by a small lamp to preserve insul-
ation. At the other or upper extremity is a copper lanthorn, also containing a
lam'p, t'O keep a current of dry air around it; this forms the collecting apparatos,
wl’nch is lowered when required, for the purpose of trimming the lamps. From
this descends a conductor, to which are fixed measures, or what are called
:ﬁzgt:;:ie;Z;S;nfloircartxi]r?isil;rin'g the amount or i‘ntensity. Other instruments are

ing its kind, whether positive or negative. Great carc is re-
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quired' in the construction and use of this apparatus, as results fatal to life have
sometimes occurred. The unfortunate Professor Richman was, on the 6th of
Augustz 1753, at a meeting of the Academy of Sciences, when the sound of dis-
tant thunder caught his ear. He hastened with his artist to his observatory,
and while intent upon examining the electrometers, a spark passed through his
body, instanily depriving him of life. A red spot was found on his forehead,
his shoe was burst open, and the Jdoor of the apartment was torn to pieces.

The method I have adopted to obtain enlarged outline copies of the snow
cerystal, consists in first throwing w magnified image either on photographic
paper or by means of the common camera obscura. By this means the differ-
ent angles may be measured and drawn out on paper. The copies now shown
are obtained by the chromotype process, which consists in exposing to the sun
for & few minntes paper prepared by washing with a solution of chromate of
potash and sulphate of copper having the outline-drawing superimposed ; it 13
then washed with a weak solution of nitrate of silver, and afterward with water,
and then allowed to dry.

I have now only to express my regret at not being able to be present thig
evening; but circumstances, over which I have no control, have been the only
cause of my absence ; for it would have been to me a source of great pleasure
t0 be one with you, to render honour to Sir William E. Logan, who, though
tardily, has yet received that especial mark of her Majesty's favour, to which
he was so well entitled, together with the approbation of the Emperor of France;
and I feel that he will cherish these honors as an acknowledgment of his un-
wearied exertions in that Jaborious departrent of science to which he has de-
voted so many years of his lif, and to which he has contributed so much.
With a wish for his future prosperity, and for the prosperity of the Montreal
Natural History Society, its office-bearers and members, I conclude this brief
and imperfect sketch. .

Dr. Holmes afterwards addressed the meeting at considerable length, sketch-
ing the History of the Society, of which he was an original member, since itz
formation, and dwelling upon his early friendship with Sir William Logan, and
the many agreeable associations connected therewith.

And the President, in conclusion, thanked the ladies and gentlemen present
for their attendence; and referred fo some interesting points noticed in the
several addresses — more especially to the place which Canada, and British
America in general, might take in the department of original scientific investi-
gation ; glancing at the past and present progress of Canadian science, and
anticipating still greater results in the future. He also noticed the remarks
made on the subject of making gcience popular and attractive, and thanked
Dr. Holmes for his observations on this subject, in which he expressed his

cordial eoncurrence.
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ANNUAL REPORT

OF THB

NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY.

The Annual General Meeting of this Society was held in the
Museum, on Monday evening, the President, J. W. Dawson, Esq.,
F. G. S, in the Chair. The members present were the Lord
Bishop of Montreal, Rev. A. Kemp, Rev. A. D. Campbell, Rev, A.
DeSola, Dr. Fraser, Dr. Jones, Dr. Barnston, L. A. H. Latour,
J. T. Dutton, H. Rose, J. H. Joseph, W. H. A. Davies, D. Robertson,
J. Ferrier, jr., N. 8. Whitney, R. Scott, E. Murphy, Dr. Howard,
Dr., Hingslon, Dr. Fenwick, B. Chamberlin, A. N. Rennie.

REPORT FOR 1857.

Your Council in submitting the annual Report of the proceedings
and progress of the Society for the years 1856-7, find no dif-
ficulty in discharging this duty from lack of materials, as the
subjects which have engaged their attention have been both nu-
merous and important, Our predecessors rendered an important
service to the Society, by their councise sketch of its history con-
tained in the Jast report—a proceeding often necessary, in order
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to mark out the progress of any public Institution, and to call the
attention of its supporters to its first principles and objects. Your
Council, therefore, feel that they cannot do better than take up
the subject as they received it, and continue the narrative down
to the present time,

The first subject which engaged the attention of the Society
during the past year, was the appointment of a Committes to be
its representative at the Annual Meeting of the Americaa Asso-
ciation for the advancement of Science, held at Albany in the month
of August last, and to solicit the selection of Montreal as the lo-
cality for the next annual assembly of that distinguished Society.
A Committee was also appointed to consult with the City Corpo-
ration and with influential citizens to obtain their concurrence and
assistance in accomplishing this purpose. Your Council have
much pleasure in reporting that the labors of both Committees
have been crowned with complete success. Your deputation was
received with the utmost cordiality by the Association. Their
invitation was unanimously accepted. The representatives of
other cities, especially those of Baltimore, seeing the general de-
sire of the Assembly to meet in Montreal, in the most honorable
manner withdrew their clairs for the time.

A large local Committee has been organised for the purpose of
making the necessary arrangements for receiving and entertaining
the Association, and is now actively engaged in this work. In-
fluential private individuals have come forward to assist in
various ways to facilitate and complete the arrangements necessary
for this important undertaking. The Society’s sister Institution
%n Toronto has also most honorably offered to co-operate with us
in carrying the project to a successful issue. The Government
and influential members of the Legislature have taken a deep in-
jcerest in the matter, as likely to promote the progress of science
1n the Province, and have indicated their purpose to do what lies
in their power to render this meeting popular and beneficial.
Some of the Railroad and Ocean Steamship Companies have
granted valuable assistance in the form of free passages to scienti-
fic gentlemen invited by the Local Committee from different
quarters, to take part in the proceedings of the Association.
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Your council anticipate from the respectability, efficiency and
zeal of the Committee to which the American Association have
intrusted the necessary preparations for their meeting in August
next, that the result will largely contribute to the interests of this
Society, by stimulating it= future efforts in the cause of seience. Your
Council therefore feel that it is unnecessary for them to urge upon
the members of this Society the necessity of cordial unanimity and
zeal in their exertions to contribute to so desirable an object.
The Council entertain a confident hope that the contemplated
meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of
Science will be as suceessful as any that has yet been held.

With a view to promote the efficiency of the Society, and in
compliance with the recommendation of their predecessors, Com-
mittees were last year appointe | for the purpose of arranging the
collection in the Museum, and of furnishing original investigations
and papers in their several departments.  Your Council are happy
to report that, so far, this arrangement has been productive of
good results; among which they would specially mention a val-
uable paper from the Committee appointed to report upon the
method of rearing fish from the ova, the recommendations of
which they trust, will be carried out as soon as practicalle.

The Society at its meetings in the early part of the year hav-
.ing also taken into consideration the state of its building, and
deeming it unsnitable for the present wunts of the institution, re-
solved to take measures for the erection of new premises if a
suitable site could be procured. A Committee was accordingly
appointed to make enquiries. From the report of that Committee
it was found that a sufficient sum of money to purchase an eli-
gible site and to erect a suitable edifice could not be obtained
from the sale of the present property. Enquiry was therefore
made whether the grant of a free site might not be obtained. Ax
the result of this, your Council feel great pleasure in being able
to report that the Governors of the McGill College have male a
very handsome offer to the Committee, of a lot of land on Uni-
versity and Catheart Streets, 90 feet by 50, on terms which are equi-
valent to a donation, and which the Committee reported as the
most eligible site that could be obtained. Your Council, unde:
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this impression, alopted the Report, and proceeded to make ar-
rangements for the disposal of tlic present building, and the erect-
ion of a new one, hoping that this might be effected before the
meeting of the American Association. Plans of a new building
were accordingly prepared and submitted to a special Meeting
of the Society. However it was found that the sum of £2000,
for which the Conueil were authorized to dispose of the building,
woull not be sufficient for the purpose contemplated; it was,
therefire, determined to raise £500 in addition, by private sub-
eriptions, amongst the membi s and friends of the Society. Your
Council ave happy to report that £250 has alieady been subscribed,
and they entertain a hively hope that the balance will be obtained
by their successors so as to complete the work they have had the
houor to commence. In order to obtain sufficient means to cover
all the expenses of removal, and to ¢nable the Society to open its
uew erection, with their Natural History collection arranged and
pertected, your Council drew up, and presented through H. H.
Wiitney, Esq., M. P. P, a petition to Parliament, for a more
liberal anuual grant to the Society. They are happy to report,
that their petition has been so far successful, and that a sum of
£500 Las Leen granted by Parliament to meet tiic extraordinary
cxpenses of the Society on account of the approaching convent-
ion.  Your Council further expect that should the decision of
her Most Gracious Majesty in Council be that Montreal shall be
the seat of the Provincial Government, property will so increase
in value as to enabl- their successors to dispose of the premises
to greater advantage than could be done at present, and thus
enable them more fully to realize the wishes of the Society. In
counection with the new erection, the Council reconmend the
e.stal)lishment of an Observatory if at all prac icable and if suffi-
clent means can be got to maintain it. Your Council have to
regret that the revision of the Constitution and Bye laws, which
Lave Leen effected at the cost of much labor, yet waits the con-
firmation of the Merbers, They are, therefore, obliged to leave
80 mnportant a work, i its unfinished state, to their successors.
The Society has been favored with several valuable donations

during the year, for which thanks have been conveyed to the
honors.
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The Council have great pleasure in announcing that there has
been a large increase in the number of members—eighiccn cor-
responding and tZirty ordinarv members having been elected
during the past year. It is with recret that they are cal'ed upon
to record the loss, by removal to Toronto, of Dr. Workman.
His departure from the city has deprived the Couneil of a puins-
taking treasurer and a most efficient wember, and the Society of
one of its oldest and firmest supporiers They beg also to note
that the services of Dr. Wright, Curator tor a jerind of three
years, in arranging the Museum and the Library, are wor Ly of
the thanks of the Soctty.
The title of honorary menb-r has been conferred upon the
Lovd Bishap of Montrenl, Sir Wm. Logan, Kut,, LT D., F.R.S,
F. G. 8., Charles Smallwood, Esx., MD, LLD. FM8 & &,
Professor Mitchell, of Cincinnati, ProfessorHall, Albany, Pro-
fessor Dunglison, Philadelphia.
The course of leciures annually delivered under the auspives of
the Socicty commenced on the 22nd January, and were rewark-
ably well attended by the public generally.
The Introductory Lecture was delivered by Principal Dawsone
and Lecture—Thur-day, 20th Jun.—Dby E. Bitlings, -y, > ubject s
“ The Geol gy of the Ortawa Hoegion.”

3rd Lecture—Thursilay, 5th Feb.—Dy T. 8, Hunt, Esq. Subject:
* Natural History of the Alkalies”

4th Lecture—Thursday, 12th Feb.—By Lev. A, DeSola.  Sub-
je«'t: S(:l'ipture Z(m]()g‘)ﬂ"

5th Lecture—Thursday, 19th March.—By JTas. Darn-ton, M. D.
Suliject.—* General view of Veg table Life ”

6th Lecture—dJ. P. Dutron, Es.  Subject : *“Balenus Mysticus”

The Council feel greatly indehted to those gentlemen ior their
valuable services on those m'«'n\inll‘, and Cul)gl‘atnl:(tc the H'u'iv‘y
on the interest taken in the lectures by the public.  They hepe
that the next Course may be on a Jarger sca'e, held in a more
convenient room, and attended by a still larger number of peirons.

The Conncil regret that from various reasons they have not
been able to carry out so fully as they could have wished tie
recommendation of their predecessors, to obtain the reading and
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discussion of Monthly Essays or Papers, one paper only having
been submitted ; but they trust that the Mecting of the American
Association and the greater facilities for acquiring a knowledge
of Nutural Science now enjoyed in this city, will have the good
effert of calling forth greater scientific exertions in future.

The Counci! have much pleasure in reporting that L. A, H.
Latour, Esq, 1st Vice-President, has during the year offered
a Gold Medal as prize, for the best Essay in French or English
on any subject of Canadian Natural History. They bey to re-
commen:| to their successors the appointment of a Comumittee to
receive the Essays that may be offered, and to adjudge the Prize
on the 1st August next. This measure, your Council trust, will
call forth much latent talent, and advance the objects of the So-
clety, while it rewards with honor the successful candidate, and
realises the liberal and praiseworthy intentions of the donor."

Your Council also report that Mr. Billings, late of Ottawa, a
Correspouding Member of the Society, having come to reside
permanently in Montreal, has expressed a wish that the Society
should take a part in the publication of “ The Canadian Natural-
ist and Geologist,” so successfully conducted by him during the
past year. This offer was favorably received by the Society, and
a Committee was formed to carry out this object and to open a
subscription list for the issue of the second volume under the title
of the ** Canadian Naturalist and Geologist, and Transactions of
the Natural History Society of Montreal” Another Committee
was appointed to superinteud its publication, of which Mr. Bil-
lings himself undertakes a part. Your Council are happy to say
a first number has been printed under very auspicious circumstn-
ces, and they trust that this undertaking will meet with complete
suceess,

. Your Council have not considered it prudent at present to soli-
cit from the Legislature a Copy Right Law, to compel publishers
to contribute a copy of every publication to the several Literary
and S_uientiﬁ(- Iostitutions of the Province. The law as regards
copyright is yet in an undecided and unsettled state, and they re-

commend that the matter receive the consideration of their suc-
cessors,
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The Council are sorry to announce that Mr. Broome, so long
the Janitor of the Society, died after a brief illness a few months
ago, and they have from va ious considerations deemed it proper
for the jresent, to continue the services of his widow, as keeper of
the premises, which they trust will mecet with the approval of
the So-iety.

The accompanying Reports of the Treasurer, the Librarian
and the Cahinet Keeper, will present an account of the con iti b
and pros;-ects of the Finances, the Library, and the Muscum,

In view of the meeting of the American Association in August.
and of the nevessity of arranging and presenting the subjects of
the Museum in the best and most scieutific orier, the Couneil
have engnged the services of J. M. D’Urban Evq.. a young Natur-
alist of considerable attainments and ability, for six months as As
sistant Curator. As however the collection cannot b rendered
complete or properly arranged without considerable expense, which
the present ordinary income of the Society will not sufficiently
afford. it has been resclved to meet the additional expenditure by
applving to this purpose any special funds that may be obtained.

In surrendering the important interests which have during the
past year been confided to them, your Council experience much
satisfaction in reviewing the activity and energy of the Society.
A measure of progress has marked the history «t this valuable In-
stitution—an accession of s-ientific talent has heen acqyuired, and
much important literary and other labour has been undertaken.
As the coming year appears destived to be one of cousiderable
promise in premoting th aims of the Society, your Council leg
to «xpressa hope that its zeal and encrgy in the cause and pro-
motion of Science mayv be crowned with complete success, and
may arg ly contribute to foster that spirit of earn: st invest gation
into the phonomena of nature which so eminently distinguishes
the present aye.

In conc usion, the Council have to express their gratitude for
the liberal aii given by the Government in consideration of the
invitation extended to the American Association. The Cou cil
recommen that a portion of this sum be expended in arranging
and improving the Museum, in providing an entertainment for
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one of the evenings of the meeting, and that the balance be
reserved for anv aid that the So:iety may be called upon to con-
tribute towards the success of the meeting.

A Report from the Treasurer showing a balance in hand of over
ten pounds was also read ; as was a Report from the Curator of
the Museum, on the state of the Society’s collection, and the do-
nations made to it during the past year.

On motion of Dr. Barnston, seconded by Dr. Jones, it was re-
solved that the Reports now read be received and adopted, and
referred to the Council for early publication,

ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS,

The President having appointed Drs. Fraser and Barnston as
Scrutinecrs, the meeting proceeded to ballot for Office Bearers
and Counal.  The following was declared the result :—

President, J. W. Dawson; 1st Vice-President. L. A. H. La-
tour; 2nd Vice-President, Sir W. E. Logan ; 3rd Vice-President, E.
Billinus ; Corresponding Secretary, W. Hingston, M. D. ; Record-
ing Secretary, A. N. Rennie ; Treasuwer, James Fervier, jr

Cab'net Keeper and Librarian—Jas, Barnston, M. D.

Members of Council.—Rev. A. F. Kemp, Dr. Fraser, Rev. A,
DeSola, Dr. Jones, aud H. Chapman.

Library Committee.—Dr. Wright, D. A. Poe, H. Rose, N. 8.
Whitney.

Mr. J. M. D'Urban was appointed Assistant Curator to the So-
ciety ; and the following ucutiemen named as the Editing Com-
miitee of the Canadian Naturalist ; Me-srs. D..wson, Billings, Poe,
Hunt, lingsron, Barnston, ani Rennie. '

On motion by Dr. Jones, seconded by Mvr. Billings, it was re-
solved —

That the thanks of the Society are hereby given to the retiring
Office-bearer- and Council, for their valuable and efficient services
durn. the past year,

On motion by the Rev, A. D. Campbell, seconded by Mr. Dut-

ton. it was resolyed ——

Th]‘; the bf{st thanks of 1hig meetirg are due to H. H. Whit-
ey, tsq., M.P.P,, for his kind and valuable services in further-
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ance of the Society’s Petition, for a supplementary grant, and that
the Recording Secretary be directed to forward a copy of this re-
solution to the Honorable Member.

It was also moved by the Rev. A. D. Campbell, s2conded by
L. A. H. Latour, and resolved—That the sum of twenty-five
pounds be granted to the Recording Secretary for incidental ex.
peuses, and obtaining the necessary assistance connected with the
approaching Scientific Convention.

The President having left the chair, which was taken by Dr.
Barnston,

The Rev. A. F. Kemp, in a highly complimentary speech, pro-
posed a cordial vote of thanks to Prof. Dawson, for his able, effi-
cient and zealous services during the past year. The motion was
seconded by the Rev. A. DeSola, and carried by acclamation,
The President briefly but appropriately acknowledged the compli
ment, and the meeting broke up.

A, N, RENNIE, Rec. Sec.



REPORT OF CURATOR.

In accordance with the usual custom, I beg to submit a short
Report in reference to the Library and Museum. It is a matter
of regret that during the past year nothing has been done to place
the Library and Museum in a better condition than they formerly
were, This has been owing to a difficulty in the practical organ-
ization of the Special Committees appointed to arrange the books
in the Library and classify the objects of Natural History in the
Museum. Your council of the past year have wisely adopted a
much more satisfactory and efficient means of effecting so desira-
ble an object, by securing the services of Mr. D'Urban for the ensu-
ing year, who, besides undertaking to arrange the Museum, will
take every opportunity of adding to its collections, He com-
menced his labours on the first of the present month, and his
enthusiasm and ample practical knowledge of Natural History
justifies the belief that he will prove of valuable service to the
Society. It isintended that the arrangements in the Muscum will
be more or less completed previous to the session of the American
Association for the Advancement of Science next August in this
city.

The donations to the Library and Museum, though not very
numerous, may be taken as afair criterion of the interest exhibited
by various individuals and institutions in the Society’s welfare.

I herewith submit a list of the donations during the past year,
and subscribe myself respectfully,

Your obedt. servi.
JAMES BARNSTON, M.D.
Curator.
Montreal, 18th May, 1857.
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DONAT:0NS &e., TO THE LIBRARY AND MUSLUM.
1856-7.

PRESENTED BY.

Bombay Magnet and Meteorological Observa-g East India Company.

tions, 1852-53, . ... ... ... i,
Esquisse Geologique du Canada, 1855,......... Sir Wm. Logan.
An Ancient English Law-Book, 1663,.......... J. J. Pelton Esq., N.P.

New York Meteorology, by Hough, 1826~50, ..
New York State Library Catalogue, 1 & 2, 1855,
Geological Survey of Missouri,..............
Physiologique de la Terre, 1 & 2,............
Filche's Noxious Insects of New York, .......
Various Pamphlets, ............cooiiunat,.
Agriculture of Nova Scotia,...........oovuiuin. J. W. Dawson, Esq.
Statutes of Canada, 1856, with Index, .........o.vovinviineiinaennnn
Transactions of American Institute, 1854=55, ... vvuriiuneineencanns
Rapport du Surintendant de P'Education pour
leBas-Canada, ........................
Proceedings of the Essex Inmstitute, vol. 1,

BTABoB6, oo eeeeeeeann e e, Gt e
Transactions of the Medical Faculty of Maryland,.....eovvuivnnvnn.ns
Statutes of Canada, 1856, ...v.vvrerinirrtieriiiieasesnrsiaeenas
Catalogue of all the Graduates of Jefferson

Medical College, Philadelphia, .......... § *7rrrrrrresssessees
Canadian Naturalist and Geologist, Montreal,

D A T
The Sandstone Fossils of Conneeticut River,....James Deane, M.D.
2Pamphlets,. ... i e e L. A. H. Latour.
Portrait of the late William Evans,...o.veivnnerainineeneiiiennas
Moth, ... N Capt. J. F. Dutton.
Fossil and Rock from Niagara Falls, ........... Capt. Dutton.
Lycopodium from Thousand Islands, ......eo.ns Capt. Dutton.

2 Moths and Chrysalis, ..oouvveereennnenananns M. Cockburn & Brown.
Mineral from the Balaclava Railroad, with Fogsil,Major Hudson, 39th Rg.

] The Regents of the Uni-
versity of the State
of New York.

Pearl Spar, Niagara Falls,.....o0vovrenennn.
Talc, Statue Island, Niagara,.......ocooeeens. J. H. Kemp, N. Y.
Asbestus, Statue Island, Niagara,............ ) b ath
Rusgian Cannon Ball from the Trenches before Mafjctg't.,Rz‘ Bl.'és'otn 0’ Gen.
Bebastopol, «veeviriiiinirai i Sir Wm. Byre.
Helmet Ornament of a Russian Soldier, ...... E Do.
Russian Soldier’s Forage Cap trom Sebastopol,.
Indian Arrow Point,...eevvenernanerseeennns A. Easton, Esq.
Indian Stone, .vovoviieirninerii i A. N. Rennie, Esq.
Box containing severa_l articles taken from an D. Busteed, Esq.
old wreck of a ship of war, ............

Indian Urn, found by Mr. Gosling, near Clarendon,Lord Bishop of Mont'l.
Piece of Steamboat boiler which exploded at J. B. Meilleur, M.D.

Longueuil, 10th June, 1856, ............ . ]
Piece of Marble from late Christ Church, ...... Miss Smith.
200I08, . vuteii it L. A. H. Latour.

Coing tiuiveevrrencaossasansenrsarssannanen Miss Smith.



Da. Notaral History Society of Moutreal in Aecount with W, H A Dawrivs, cleting See -Treasurer, Cr.
To Cash paid for Sularies during the past year,... & 37 19 0 By Balauee in Treasurer s band frow last account. . £ 51 14 33
“ “  Tuel, “ " 20 7 4 1 DBy Cash from subscriptions and diplemas,....... 168 12 3
¢ ¢ Gas « “ 612 9 sre P taver [
J By Cash from Government Grant,.....ooeens e 50 0 0
« “ Water, “ “ e 3.0 0 By Interest from Montreal Savings’ Bank,...... .. 2 4 8
o ¢« Express Charges, « . 1 0 9
«“ “  Postages, ! i ees 017 43
« #  Printing, ¢ « 12 1 3
“ ¢ Advertising, u “ee 7 4 6
« “  Interest, ¢ “ ... 1511 8
« #  Commissions, i L. 2617 9
¢ ¢ Repairs, i " ... 1118 9
« «  Contract for repairing house,... 55 0 0
“ “  Insu ances during the past ycar, 12 10 0
« 1 Furniture, u .. 2915 0
“ “  Jucidental, ¢ .. 12 7 8
Balance to new Accounf,........ceeeveirineaes 1015 0
£272 11 2% £272 11 2%

E. and O. Excepted.
Audited and found correct,
(Signed) JOSEPH P. DUTTON.

Montreal, 1st May, 1857. W. H. A. DAVIES, Acting Sec.-Treasurer.
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