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II Be ye wise as Sl'1jlf'llh and harmless a .. d"rl'~ "-- ~t ,,\I.ll' III w, il.Jlh c. 
partofv.lo. 

The most important features in the p\'(lrisi'"1 which 
a merciful UII,I has marie, for th" lllainll'n:lIlCe "1ll1 
propag-ation of the Truth of the (;'''1'<"1, ar(' the insti­
tution of a visible Church and the appointment "I a 
standing- J\Iinistry,-of all "r,ln of lllell IW"lIliarly set 
apart, to prcach the ,,', 'I'd, aLiministn the C;acnllllellts, 
and oversee the C;l'iritual state of the Hl'dilrell. 

The Holy ~pirit it is true docs not cun/ill" lliliiself 
to any particular modc, or instrument, in his o]'nat i, illS 

on the heart: various are the lllealiS lIe (;untinually 
employs to confirm the \Veak disciple, ahl'll! the cal"', 
less professor, and awakcn the hardene,l sillner. C;till 
if the kst illll'IIY of c"l'ericllce be admitted, the !aboUl'S 
of the Clll'istian Minister han' at all tillies IJeell 
blessC'u "'ith tlJe gTcates1 Hlcasurc ul" StlC('t.'::;~, ill eu­

lal'ging- the fold of the-Great Sh('],II(;rll, ami reclaim­
ing the wandering- sheep, C;o necessary indeed dues 
such provision sccm to the vCl'y n i,tencl.' of the (,hurch 
as a visible Society, that the Spiritual wants of men 
must have compelled thellt to kIn; had recourSe to it, 
althoug-h there had b';en 110 positirc nor diville al'l")int­
men!. There have certainly becn J(JIIIIlI SUlIl!; cllthu­
siasts in diJi'el'cllt ag-es of the Church, ,,110 1"" e de-

n 
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prccatc(l the instruction of any set of men as derogat­
ing from that general outpouring of the spirit, which 
the Prophets rcpresent as thc glorious feature of thc 
Kingdom of l\Icssiah. Almost all Christians however 
are unanimous in their opinion of the necessIty and 
advantage of Church union, and a regularly ordained 
l\Iinis!ry. With them the qucstion is not, whether any 
ordination be uecessary, but what ordination can claim 
the sanction of Primiti,'e and Apostolic authority.­
The Great Hcad of the Church howC\'er did not leave 
this advantage, and necessity, to be collected from the 
result of experiellce alone. He himself after earnest 
prayer chose a few out of many disciples, as the build­
ers up of his future Church, and consecrated them to 
the work of the l\Iinistry by the most solemn ordina­
tion. This Commission He afterward renewed before 
He left the world, adding a gracious promise to be 
\\ ith them by tlw blessing of the Spirit to tht! end of 
time. To thcse chosen Apostlcs their Lord dclegated 
tlte power of choosing- others as fellow labourers with 
thell1-" As my Father hath sent me moen so send I 

you." Invested thus solemnly with this authority, they 
Jil'st choose Matthias into their number, and afterwards, 
when the field of their labours was extended, thcy 01'­

d~incd Ehlers in every Church, for the work of tlte 
Ministry, for the perfecting of the Saints, for the edi­
fying of the body of Christ. And as St. Paul by the 
illlposition of his hands sct apart Timothy in a partic­
ular manner to ovcrsee the Church in Ephesus, and 
Titlls in Crete,-so we also belierc the other Apostles 
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delegated, to certain tit and faithful men, the commis­
sion to scnd labourers into the harvest of tltc LOl'd:-' 
we believe that this was a peculiar pl'i\'ilcge not pos­
sessed by othcrs, nor, as history shews, cver exerciserl 
by any, but these suceC.""rs of the Apostle" till the 
Church of Genc\'u, at first from necessity, and aft(']'­
wards from, (as \VC conceive,) un erroneous view of 
Scripturc, substituted for the Episcopal, thl' Preshyte­
rian form of GovernmcnLt But without pussing un) 
further opinion upon th",;e other i\'ational Churches, 
who have seen fit to depart from what we conceive to 
have been the primitive order, we should nevCl' cease 
to rejoice that we have been called to thc Ministry by ~ 
Church that has ever continued,us ,,'ell Apostoiic in g,;­
vernment, as Scriptural in doctrine. But whilc ,ve do so 
rejoice let it be with trembling-how can it enr he 
otherwise? Can we forget what a precious charge is 
entrusted to us, the souls of men, "whom Christ bought 
with his death and for whom he shed his blood" 't 
Can we fail to remember that if we depend merely 011 

the authority of our office however great, unrl howev­
er acknowledged, we grossly deceive ourselyes? Men 
will despise us, unless they percei,'e that we arc anx­
ious to be ourselves, " examples of believers, in word, 
in eon\"el'sation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity," 
"giving attention to reading, to exhortation, to doc-

:I< Thus Mark was left at Alexandria by St Peter; Polycarp at Smyrna by 

St. Joh". 

t See the preface of Jeremy Taylor .... ; "Episcopacy Asserted," also, sec-
tions 14) 15, 16, ]~. 3:), 37. 51. &c. -1- Ordination Service. 



trine.'" But it is not only personal contempt that wo'd 
follow Pastoral neglect--we thereby endanger the souls 
of our floek as well as our own. It is truly a most mo­
mentous consi.leration for a Minister that so much de­
pends upon the honest dis('har~(' of that duty which 
.le\·ol\-es upon him as " a steward of the mysteries of 
God"; t hat interests of such magnitude, as the eter­
nal .. ondition of Immortal Beings, may be afl'ected for 
good or for evil iJy his labour. For is it too much to 
afiirm, that a material difference is soon perceptible 
in the same, or different congregations, according to 
the ditferent eharacters of the Ministers appointed to 
watch o\'cr them? As a general truth is it not un de­
niaLlf', that the spiritual state of the tlock will soon 
testify with tolerable aecllrac)" whether their Preach­
er has alarmed their fears, and roused them by his 
faithful expostulation to set about the great work of 
sah-ation in earnest, or only flattered that fatal peace, 
in whieh the soul is CH'r too prone to slumber? 

Thc Importance of the personal character of a Min­
ister to the Slieeess of his Ministry may indeed be at 
onee inferred from the earnest and affeetionate exhor­
tations given by St. Paul to his beloved diseiples, Tim­
othy,and Titus, and the prudence and cautious diserim­
ination enjoined upon them, in the ordination of Priests, 
and llcactllls. Our Lord himself, when he sent forth 
the Tweh-e to preach to the lost sheep of the House 
of Israel, though he knew so well their fitness, and the 
spirit antlkmper of their minds, yet suffered them not 

.. ]~1 Timothy, 4th c. \'.12, I:! 
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to depart to their work, without a solemn chargp on 
the naturf' and dilliellll." of th"ir lahnllrS, Tj,,, ",hole 
chapter 1\('1',)1'1' us aholln(ls lyith failhflll :lIhnonitinns 
to the ;\p",II,', as to tlw ,LlI'~"'''' that" IT" to hI' C'xpC'ct­
ed by thl'm, and the spirit "'ith whil'h thGY lyere to 
meet them. 

Of these a,lmonitioll, "il en loy him, ,,'Illl knew 
what was in man, for the conduct of the Preachers 
of His Gospel-there i, none that 1I1Ilr" dC'mands 
our attention than that containc(1 in thc t!'Xt; the im­
portance of this Pl'l'C"pt has in cyery af\T oftlw Church 
been painfully proved hy th" (Iisastrous 1'('1'''''1111'1'''[', 

of its neg'kct, .. 1:" ye wisc as serpent, and harmIPss 
as doves." The union of prudence and circumspl'c­
tion, with ,implicity and meekness here enjoined, is a 
most essential [eatme in the character of a minister of 
Jesus ('liri,t: It is onc too which our Church has 
largely insisted on in her ordination ceremonial, and 
in particular in that solemn charge, which she deliv­
ers to the candidates for the Priesthood; she has rc­
quired moreO\'er from everyone whom she admits to 
that order, that "they maintain and set forward as 
much as lieth in them quietness peaec and love among 
all Christiull people and especially among thosc who 
are or shall be committed to their charge."" And per­
haps there are no set of men, certainly no body of 
Ministcrs, who, from their peculiar situation, have so 
much need to govern themselves uniformly by the rule 
of the text, as thc Ministers of the Church of England 
in this Colony. 

* Ordination Service. 
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Called to exercise our Fpirilual functions in an in· 
fant country, we miss those aids, which so grcatly reo 
lieve thc \abour~ of the Parochial Minister in England. 
There, (at least in the count ry Parishes), the people 
arc almost all his own; he is kept back by no fears 
that a jealous suspicion may accuse him of an inter­
ested interference, a spirit of party proselyting; he 
feels assured that he is every where welcome;' he 
knows and is known by his flock. The Ritual of the 
Church also is familiar to ail; and altogether the du­
ty of the English Parish Priest has much, at least in 
outward circumstances, to render it even picturesquc 
amI delightful. Here we possess no such advantagei ; 
(for advantages I know from my own personal expe­
rience they are of no trifling value.) In the Ministers 
of the Church of England in this country, much cir­
cumspection is often requisite lest our prolferred ser­
vice, be misconstrued into a mere attempt to win over 
strangers to our communion. There exists among 
some, we cannot fail to observe, a stfOng feeling 
against the Church as a favoured body; who scruple 
not to impute illiberal and selfish motives to her Cler­
gy, because they contend on principle for that endow­
ment which, (there can be little doubt,) is legally her's; 
but of which it is now attempted to deprive her by agi­
tation, intimidation, and those other means, which in 
these days of confusion and false principle are unhap-

/pily too generally employed to carry any meat>ure that 
may be deemed expedient.* 

10 The following from the cbarge of the present Bishop of Durham plainly 
shews the workings of that evillcaven, which seems to be pervading the 
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Herc then lilT In' called on tLl t''''l'''''' a prudent 
diseretiLlII, to luallif,',;1 a spirit uf ulcekne,s luwal'd 

those ",ho 0j'I""l' (licmsch c" \\'" "liT it ttl "111'­

sell'''', and to the ('hurcll, I" (,lI,lean,"1' III llIake it 
appear more ant! more, thaI 0111' zI'al i" 1'01' Ihe ,ah-a­
tion of ")lIl" lIut fur party lI~"rllll{"z('rnenL ,re are 
called on to convince them, if l'0"ihk, that in maill-

"The l';I~inl'" chidly "d at w,,~l;:, 1II tltl'''I' 11111C .... til etl"cct allY ~real 
ch.m;c", p(liitll'.li 01' n:cj, ~I,\"ttr.t!, an' o;"'I!,Ilwl! and Illtimidation. Thc,~c 
h'Hing been all'cady ~1\Ct·l'~~tull.\ ;Ipplit'd to more than 4J1le ~reat ~lIhll·l·t 4,1 
popular excitement, the "awe are HOW pllt ill lOutiuu, to acci leI ale the 
downfall or the degradation of the E,L:hlhin d l'hlll'ch; ;111<1 the eOllfidcncc (If 

those who so apply them 1,('u a~., ibclf in .J t(llil (f ddi:wce, and l" ('U of 
anticipated triUlliph. a, II thl.: deed Wl'rC reall\" achic\cd. The t>[lirit Hf 
really malignant warfa),e it> lard) til Dc 'l'J"tt',H:d hy P\ ntn!'!.!s of l'ompromit>e 
or ('uncc~~ioll These for the mo~t part \nll lil: ] ('c:.mll:d a ... inuicution:. of 
wcakne~s) timid.ity, or self-rcproach, and will ~tilllulatc only to farther a:;­
gressions. One ~ {'cunl~-IH'in:.!, yicldcu, the ... urrcnucr uf another, aud ;muth­
cr. is demanded; that the' letll11 of conciliation may bccome so much an ca­
sier prey to the dc~poilcr, It i~ indeed hall! mcas~lre which i~ dealt out to 
us in this respect. If we ~('t.:1U to be tCliOleious of what has had the ~anctiuu 
uf tirue, and t!xpcriellcc, and Ion;;; cstaUli ... hcti rights anti u ,a;'::t'S, the cry 01 
bi~ntn·. ,d{i~hlH''''', and blindaftachlllcllt til thill:.!,~ no Inu:!crlit to be retain­
ni, i ... 'in ... talllly rai~t.:(i. If on the other hand, we ... hc\V a rCOltiillcs.'> to take 
I>ome part with the crusaders again ... t alltilluity, t>0 far. at leat:>t, as tn insti. 
tute lUodified aud cautious 'lJt:il-lll"L':. of imprun'ml'nt, without putting the 
whole to hazard-then comes the taunt" 1!!2f'5 cOlljitcntcm Hrf.1It"; we are 
treated as acknowled:;iut; our delinquency, and nnly proposin~ imperfect at­
tcmpts at renuYatiull, for the l'tlqllhl: of illdu('ill,!:!; others to stop ~hol't of the 
consummation really wanted. Tn ~tl'lti the~e diJl'crcnt eurrcnt... 110 In~ firm­
IICSS than discrction, lIO lc~s caution than \ 1~IIt1r, will be nqnisitc. The 
charge con ... i~ncJ to \b i ... too pl'ecit)u~ to be bartered away for pupularity, or 
to be 'yielded from mere deference tu pnulit.: f('cljn,~, ""ilh the cunfidcnce 
which comcioUt> rcctitude in~pirc:.) J'et with such clrcnrnil'ectioll as befi~ 
the most rc~olutc in such a cau~(', mn:.t eycry propo:.ition be weighed ;;md 
eyer:r :.kp be taken. '1'00 eager a hl,il'it of cOllllict llJay lead to ratllt encoun­
ters' (clUuanal>sin.;, J'atherthan adYantageuuh, to the cau.'>t.: 1\ is intended to 111)­
hold. Enoug'h howeyer there is in .!ouch timc!> ;t~ thcse to (J(Cell!,)' the thollghb 
and call1orlh the exertions of en'!'} one UlUong U"J ",hutner be his 1'0:,1 or 
... tatioll,'l ~I..:, 



taining the rights and property of the Church of Eng­
land, we are guided by a principle of integrity; that 
as stewards we should be unfaithful to our trust did 
we tamely sulrer thc Church to be despoiled of her 
patrimony, did we not sh'in~ to leave uninjured to our 
successors in the Ministry, that provision which was 
given for their snpport as well as our own. Much 
may be done in this way with conscientious oppo­
nents to allay ill feeling, and produce a mutual good 
understanding, e~'en though we fail in persuading them 
to agree altogether with us in this view of our duty. 
Might not this be attempted oftener than it is? Cer­
tainly we are bound as far as in us lies, to livc in har­
lIIony with all men, and to make any sacrifice for the 
sake of peace, but a sacrifice of principle, for truth 
and justice lIIust be maintained, let who will be of­
fended. If when we have done all, we unhappily lind 
our efforts unavailing', let us still be contcnt to bear 
patiently undeserved imputations, knowing that our 
intentions at least no man taketh from us. 

In this country you, my Rev. Brethren, lUust often 
have been pained to observe such a lamentable indif­
ference among too many as to the importance of 
Church union. ~w e continually meet \I'ith numbers 
signally blind to the guilt of schism, who attach them­
selves to no regular society of Christians, and seem to 
thmk it perfectly immaterial, whether they belong to 
this or that communion, or to any. Nor is this error 
confined to those who are without. Too many pro­
fessed members of our own Church are very far from 
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attaching su(]Jcicnt importance tn this slIlIy"t ; tltey 
wander thcnHchTs, amI sutrcr tl ... ir children to stray, 
" tus,,'(1 to and rro, amI calTi('d about Ilith clny lI'illt! 
of doctrine,'" and thus underillin(' tl,at altal'lullcnt to 
the Church, and that personal n',~'a]'(1 to their \Iillis­
ter, which it is so ('"ential tn 1'1""("'\1', TI,is reeling 
is readily taken adYantag(' of 1,.1' otlll'r" II III, ,me anx­
ious to increase their numbers; an,l II'e arc onl'n 
callcu to cxc-reisc no tritlin~' 1'",,1 II 'ar'''II'I' toward these 
uneourteous 1ll1'drllcrs,llho intr,,,\e alllong (jIll' 110eks, 
and sumetimes hy insinuations, that lI'e preach not the 
Go,l'cl, or arc inattcntil'e to the spiritual lI'ants "I' am 
people, endeayour to 1Jt':,[llile alll\ lea,\ 'l\\'ay the un­
wary anu unstable, I would not be UlldlTsllIlI,( '" as­
serting, that this is alllays done from a hostile r'Tting' 
towards the [llllrell of England; neither am I di'l"'s­
ed to deny to many of these the praise of a ~u']ly z""l, 
that may well prm'oke our clUulation, Hut it is our 
duty calmly yet i'e"rlc"ly to oppose these allCHlpts to 
draw away our members; and Iyhen they II ho l11ake 
the attempt are intluenced by Christian lIlol i"I's, they 
will, if \I'e are discreet in our opposition, yieldtll us ; 
if they are not so influenced, lYe arc more than ';\'1'1' 

bound to withstand their encroachments, 

'With these persons we ilIa), not unfrequcntly he 
called into argumcnt, or II e may perhaps sec l,el'I'''a­

ry to defend our,eh'es from lI,,,s,, imputations, eithcr 
personal agamst ourseh'es, or general against t I" 
Church, which arc occasionally throlYll out. But in 

*" Ephe~ian.':> -1 c. 14 v. 
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controversies of a religious nature much cau.ti,o.u, is 
particularly requisite, lest we should be provoked tq 

give utterance to what serves but to engender or to 
feed the angry passions, and induce us rathe!, to en­
deavour to make our opponent appear ridiculous, than 
to manifest the sincerity of our own conduct, or tlK, 
strength of our cause. It was the advice of the excel­
lent and pious Hooker to those who are engaged in, 
such disputes, either verbally, or by writing, ever t'O 
bear in mind, "that there will come a time, wh-en 
th/'ee tvords uttered with charity and meekness shall Te­
ceive a far more blessed reward, than three t1lOusallll 
volumes written with disdainful sharpness of wit."* 

It does not appear that many persons seriously ob­
ject to the doctrines of our communion, where they are 
known. As far as my own personal knowledge can' 
warrant me in speaking, I have gencrally found most 
of those, who were at all acquainted with them, ready 
to acknowkdge the purity of our Creed as. cOQtained 
in the Articles of the Church, and to do justke to that 
form of sound words in which the Liturgy is clothed. 
There are a few who accuse us of too close resem­
blance in some minor points to the Church of Rome; 
while on the other hand the members of that Churcl\ 
denounce us as heretical and schisrnatical. These'oj),­
jections however are so trivial that they can scareeliy 
call forth any feeling of displeasurc, or requil'~ much 
self command; neither are they new; and may they be aot: 
once replied to in the language of two of ou~ best and 

• Preface to Ecc\' Polity, § 2, 
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oldest defenders. With Jewell we may say to one 
"we have separated it is true fl'om the Church of 
Rome, but we have not separated from the Primitin' 
Church, we ha\'e not separated from the Apostles, 
wc ha\'c not separated from Christ."* If reproach­
ed we may answer in those words with which he meets 
all the abuse so abundantly poured upon our early Re­
formers. "\\'e thank God that our cause is such, that 
they, though they wish it, cannot cast any opprobium 
upon us, which may not be equaliy cast upon the Ho­
ly Fathers, upon the Prophets, upon the Apostles, upon 
Peter, upon Paul, upon Christ himself."t With those on 
the other hand, who object that we retain some things 
that bear too great affinity to the Church of Rome, we 
may safely use the words of Hooker; "Ihose excep­
tions taken against our Form, whosoever doth mea­
sure by number, must needs be greatly out of love with 
a thing that hath so many faults: whosoel'er by we·ight 
cannot choose but esteem very highly of that wherein 
the the wit of so scrupulous adversaries hath not 
hitherto oLsen'ed any defect, which themseh'cs can 
scriously think to be of moment."+ But these are not 
points likely to try our patience or forbearance. 
l\'e can only rcgret "that things of principle excel­
lency should bc thus bitten at by men whom God hath 

• Apologia Ecclesire Anglicanre. 

t II :Sos vero Deo optimo maximo gratias aguimul, earn eam f'~e causam 
rtestram, in quam isti quum cuperent, aullam eontumeliam pOS8ent dicere, 
qure lion eadem in Sancto~ Poltres, in Propbeta8, in ApOStOJ09, in PetrulD, 
in Panlum, in Chriitum ip~um torqueri poslit." 

t Eccl. Pol. Book 5, § 'no 
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enducd with graccs, both of wit and learning for bet­
tcr purposes."I: But we may safely let our Liturgy 
and Articles speak for themselves, and speak they will. 
If the public service and ministrations of the Church of 
England are at all properly performed, they will of 
themselves gradually remove that "causeless dislike 
which some have conceived of them," because they 
are not familiar with them, and many who now enter­
tain a prejudice ag-ainst them will be brought to con­
fess in the ,,"onls of that judicious defender above 
quoted, "that when uttered with true devotion and 
zeal of heart, they afford to God himself that glory, 
that aid to the weakest sort of mell, to the most per­
fect that solid comfort which is unspeakable."t It is 
our duty to recommend our sen-ice to those who 
know it 1I0t. It's external mode of worship is comely, 
and may bc by a little attention rendered attractive: 
it is a handmaid of no mean value; and by prudence 
and moderation in explaining it, many will soon learn 
to estcem it as it deserves; but this must depend in a 
great degree lIpon ourselves, if therefore they see us 
inattcntiyc to the advantag-e we possess in our Ritual, 
and careless in conforming to it, wc cannot expect that 
thcy will be disposed to trcat it with much respect. 

The observations I have hitherto offered, apply rath­
er to our intcrcourse with members of other commun­
ions; and in this country where it so frequently hap­
pens that a Clergyman has to form a congregation in­
stcad of succeeding to one already prepared to receive 

\\' Eccl. Pol. Book 5. § 41. t Ecc1. Pol. Bcok 6. § 35. 
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his spiritual admonitions, as hl' has oftcn to labour 
among those who hayc Inng- bcell IInused tn, "I' are 
wholly ignorant of our forms, thoug-h the children lIIa­

nyof them oj' membcrs of thc Church, it is of the 
highest importancc that a fayourahlc impression be 
created towards us. The increase ut· the Church in 
this Coluny mainly depends IIpon its Ckrg-y; and 
while we lament the thillllt",~ of our ranks, and regret 
that so many are therell.' precluded from access to 0111' 

ministrations, who would nther\\"isl' most gladly sharc 
them, we cannot fail to retleet that a grcater respon­
sibility is thcreby laid upon us, who arc already en­
gaged in the vineyard, to approve ourselves workmen, 
that need not to be ashamed. 

But it is not mer,·ly towards our fellow Christians of 
different persuasions from our OWll, that "''" aI''' con­
tinually called on to exercise the wisdom, and forbear­
ance, commanded by our Lonl: both in our prinlte 
intercourse among our own flocks, and in our morc 
public pastoral dutics, we cver find attention to this 
caution more nccessary, if possible, than elsewhere. 

For what situation is there in lifr, in what office 
can any human being possibly be engaged, that re­
quires, to its efficient dischargc, such y[lried qualifica­
tions, such a combination of zeal and prudence, of 
firmness and gentleness? Who is more called to ac­
quaint himself with the varieties of human character, 
than a :\Iinister of Christ? The ,/ualifications he necds 
are truly numerous, and the duties which rest upon 
him are indeed arduous. lIeber, who well knew, and 
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himself possessed in an eminent degree, all those qual­
ities of heart and understanding necessary for the 
work of the Ministry, has so well expressed the differ. 
ent manner with which a Clergyman should meet the 
different members of his flock, that I cannot forbear 
transcribing the passage, more especially as it applies 
with singular propriety to our situation in this coun­
try. Speaking of a Chaplain in India, he says "he 
must be no uncourtly recluse, or he will lose his influ­
ence over the higher ranks of congregation. He must 
be no man of pleasure, or he will endanger their souls 
and his own." "He must be a scholar, a man of culti· 
vated mind, for in many of his hearers, (wherever he is 
stationed,) he will meet with a degree of knowledge, 
IF NOT refinement, and a spirit of fastidious criticism, 
which a Parochial Ministcr in England does not often 
encounter." "lIe must condescend to simple men, 
for here as elsewhere the majority will in general be the 
poor and uneducated."* And certainly it requires no 
small degree of personal circumspection, and jealou, 
watchfulness, that there may be nothing in our exam· 
pie, or conversation, that may cause others to offend, 
or give occasion to those who seek occasion against 
us. It sometimes requires no inconsiderable share of 
prudence, as well as charity, to endear ourselves to 
our poorer brethren, without appearing to neglect tbe 
rest of our charge, or to be acceptable to the rich, 
without appearing to mix with too much freedom in 
the pleasures of society . 

• Charge to ;'he Clergy in India, page 7. One sentence slightly varied. 
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Constituted as men arc, it is scarcely Cl'cr possible 
to lind any congregation howcl"cr small, Lut what 
there \\'111 be dil'isions, caused lIy dinrsity of "pinio,,~, 
or opposition of interests, more t'''p('cially in this 
country, ",here the spirit of speculation so \\'idely pre­
l'ails. To make peace is a delightful office; one well 
becoming the Minister of Christ; one which he is so­
lemnly bound to pcrform; but painflll experience 
~on convinces him, l\'ho attcmpts it, that the part "I' 
an arbitrator is one, that requires thc g-rcatest calltion 
and discretion. If by any slig-ht inacil-crtcncy of t:x­
pression, or in any other way, a suspicion Le once 
raised, that wc are not pcrfectly illJl'al,tial; wc ren­
der the work of reconciliation ten-fold more difficult, 
and sometimes fail altogether; besiues incurring thc 
charge, tholl'el'er sincerely we lIlay disclaim it), of 
being partial and unjust, and thus lay thc foundation 
of a coldness, which perhaps no after attention on our 
part can Cl'cr wholly rcmOl"e. 

But it is in our more immcdlate pastoral dutics, that 
we are made to feel the l'aluc of t his injunction of our 
Lord. "To speak the truth in lon," is the great es­
sential of public, and prinlte admonition. To reprove 
sin without needless sCl'crity, to comfort thc penitent 
without undue indulgence, to inspire gratitude alld 
affe,ction el'en while exposing the enorlllity and dan­
ger of a life spent in disobedience to Christ, requires 
a mind at once enlightened and benevolent, fully im­
pressed with the awful nature of sin, and buming ,,'ith 
love to the Redecmer, and the souls whom He died to 
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redeem. It is remarkable how this appears in the 
ministerial conduct of St. Paul. The Apostle seems 
to put his whole soul into his work; and while he 
never failed to spcak the truth boldly without any sin­
ful compromise, it is easy to observe a tenderness of 
heart, joined with a true knowledge of human nature, 
in all his preaching, and writings. Thus when at 
Athens, he with the most consummate readiness takes 
advantage of an accidental circumstance in their idol­
atry, to persuade his audience that there is only one 
true God, and to draw them to his spiritual worship.* 
Though he had be,"n three years at Ephesus, yet 
neither Demetrius, nor the interested craftsmen could 
prove that he was a blasphemer of thcir goddess ;t a 
convincing argumcnt of the judicious nature of St. 
Paul's teaching. The Apostle prudently avoided what­
ever had a tendency to engage the passions or preju­
dices of men on thc side of crror, but on the contra­
ry by moderation and skilful address, sought to ren­
der them auxiliary to the reception of the truth. N6W 

as has been well observed by a living writer "·many 
preachers take to themselves the satisfaction express­
ed by St. Paul, that he 'had not shunned to declare 
the whole counsel of God,' whose manner of declaring 
it bears very little resemblance to that of the Apostle." 
"He leaves us no example of an unqualified state­
ment of a truth difficult to be understood, with a har­
dy unconcern for the expression it might leave on the 

01< Acts, c. 17, v. 23. t Acts, c. 19, v. 37. 
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minds of his hearers.'" If this mod!' were morro close­
ly studied, and 1I10l'e generally imitat!'d, would not th(' 
effects soon become manifest' 

Again, is there not such a thing as "rightly divid­
ing the wonl of truth"? g-i\'ing- to all thpir meat in due 
season? !\lay we not comfort, when we ought to 
alarm, and alal'lll when we oughl to comfort? May we 
not on the one hand break the bruised read by harsh 
and injudicious treatment; and on the other may we 
not sooth and lull with the promises of Scripture, when 
we ought to announce the terrors of the Lord, to lift 
up our voice like a trumpet, to shew the people their 
sin? May we not by partial, or ill timed declaration, 
even of undeniable trulh, produce fatal mistakes? 
May we not so preach grace, as to lead men to contin­
ue in sin that grace may abound? or may we not so 
preach the fruits of grace as that men may altogether 
keep out of sight the principle from which all must 
proceed, and so found upon their works a delusive 
and ruinous eonfidence(? "And who is sufficient for 
these thing-s '" 

I am sensible my Reverend Brethren that many more 
observations might be drawn from the text, peculiar­
ly applicable did time permit me to enlarge further 
upon the subject. I am fully aware that those I have 
ventured to offer possess little of novelty, little to claim 
your attention. I feel that there arc many present 

1< Sumner's Apostolical preaching, char. 3, pages, 122 and 135. 
To this excellent work I cannot forbear in this place acknowledging my 

great obligations. I strongly recommend it to the attention of all my young­
(Or Brethren, and especially all those who arc candidates for tho Ministry. 

t See \Vardlaw's Sermons. 
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from whom I oug-ht rather to receive instruction than 
attempt to offcr it. I can only express my regret that 
this scason of such unusual tlistrcss, in which the af­
flicting hand of God has been so heavy upon us, com­
bined with the pressure of an additional and cxtensil"c 
pastoral charge, should have left me so little leisure 
to prepare for this interesting occasion. 'Vould that 
we could oftener meet, to take sweet counsel together 
for our mutual edification and encouragement, to 
strengthen and uphold each other in the discharge of 
our duty, and confirm our love as Brethren! Such is 
our condition in this country, that never were the aids 
of union and concert more essential to any. We need 
all that assistance that is to be derived from a com­
bined and united system of operation among our bo­
dy. But first, and above all, we need the prayers of 
each other, and of our flocks. A work like our's that 
requires such various endowments, such a spirit of 
diligent love and unwearied vigilance, can only be per­
formed through the strength and excellency of God, 
and in his strength only can we go forth with any hope 
of success. If we are the sentinels of the Gospel, and 
would be faithful to the Captain of our salvation we 
must be clothed in the armour of light, having on the 
breast-plate ofrighteouslless, taking the shield of faith, 
and the sword of the spirit; we must be" mighty in the 
Scriptures." These are the arms which, uAder the 
blessing of the Great Head of the Church, will ensure 
us the victory, and enable us to approve ourselves in 
the sight of God and men; and without these arms we 
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neither can, 1101' oug'ht to stand:' \\'hatl'l(,), Iliay bl' 

the difficulties, which II"\\' OppOSl' 111<'11""11<" tLl 0111' 

IIl'o"rc,,; I,llaIl'1(,), \I'" Iliay halT to Clllitcllll :Ig"lust ; 
let the obstacles in 0111' \lay "'1'\ l' rathcr I .. :tllilllali' 
than dishcarten liS, ,\nd II"Il' \IT not ;1 1>I(',,,'d en­
CUULl~Tmel1t to 1 W-rSl'\"l'l"l' , in lilt' ill('l'l'll:.;e ui' OUt' tru­
ly .\plhl"lil' l'llllrch throughout the I",wld) If wc 

look to the Ea,;t, "T bclilllJ her plallted in the penin­
sular of India, and "tlourishing like a goodly cedar 
tree," If wc turn our ('yl" nearer hOlllc to the "en;l, 

we trace hLT in thc nCI"hl'()lIrill" coulltry, (. stretchill,,, 
out liLT branches unto thc SfU, and her 1",u"II'; Ullto 
to the ril'cr."t ,\nd IIlay we 1I0t anticipate the time 
when the hills of this land "'ill abLl be cO\TJ'cd "'ith 
her shadow; :\by 11'l' Ilnl already hail t IJI' ncar ap­

proacll of that day, ",hell it lIlay bc said of her, in the 
words of him, 11'110 will ill aftn ages be remembered 
by the "ralellli and cOlIl'Cl'lI'd Hindoo, a, one of the 
Fathers of the ,\""I,,·II,,li;lIl ('hurch, 

--- ,. ~h,' ~l'l('ad~ hcr l't'fI[oIcd rci.~n 
., FrUIn j,lr £Illolll\tk- 0'/1' till' ""nll'rn l\Iain."~ t 

'''hiell may till: Lonl IJasteu in hi, tIl11e. III the lIlean 
while let all her members with one heart and one 
mouth entreat the Lord of the vineyard, that III' would 
send into hi, harvest an inCrC;tSlIl" SIICCI'"ill" of zl'ai­
ous and faithfld labourers, and that our vencrable and 
Apostolic Church, which, like the House of the Reca­
bites, clea1eth steadfastly to the ill,t itlltiulIS of her fa­
thers, may ncver wunt a man to staHlI bofore God for­
ever. 

"~e(' Ma:..:.ec Oil the Atonement, Preface. t P::;alm ,-':0 : HI hl'r'~ Palestine. 
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