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·'1'0 THE; 

_tl~:...:c_ 

]fy dearly beloved Parilil'I.,·uJlers, 

A~lONG tile many great and responsible duties of II 

Minister to his people, none can be more imperative than that 

of warning them against the neglect of God's judgments.­
Deeply impressed with this cOllviction, I take the liberty of 

offering) Oll a copy of the Sermon wuich I preached 011 the 
occasion of the late Public Fast. I trust it will be received, 
'with all its imperfections, in the same spirit in which it is offered. 
And I pray God it may prove the humble means, with His bless. 
ing, of inducing' you, under the aVl"ful apprehension of the vi_ 
sitation with which we are threatened, to follow that wisdom 

which the Holy Ghost !eacheth, as afrordiw~' the most effectual 
protection against all calamity; enabling you, under its pres­
sure, if it should please the Almighty Disposer of all things to 
visit us with tlie pestilellc~, to receil'e the infliction with meek­
ness and resignation to His will, as the chastellillg Of Him who 
lovellt you, and to Eay, with sincerity,-It is good Jor me that 
I haue been qjJlic!ed. 

I am, 

My dear Parishioners, 

Your faithful and affectionate 

Pastor ftud Friend, 

JOHN BETHUNE. 

'M oil/real, 18th 111(1!/, 1832. 





Jeremiah v ..... 9."-" Shall I tlot vimt for these thiNgs taith. Ihe Lard,. 
.nd a!ulll n.ot "'11 6{)111 b. avent,d vn such a natilln a8 this./' 

THE whole volume of the sacred Scrip­
tures of the Old Testament abounds with examples 
of the punishment of nations and people for their 
wickedness, by means of the sword, the famine, 
or the pestilence. And why should we not suppose 
that nations are still subject to the like visitations 
of Providence? The Providence of God is uni­
versal; if it be exerted with regard to individuals, 
it must also extend to public bodies.-Nor has 
it any limitation as to time. If the nations: of anti­
quity were subject to its controul, so also must the 
nations of modern times, and of all times, until the 
end oftime. Accordingly we find that nations have, 
in all ages of the world, considered themselves as 
visited with calamity on account of their iniquities; 
and the calamities have also been of a like nature, 
viz. war, famine, or pestilence. And not only the ge­
neral cause has been the same, but the particular 
crying sin-the forsaking of God, and the substitu­
tion of idolatrous worship, whether open or secret, or 
whether it be of false God's or of idols which have 
~ngrossed a grea~e~ ~hare of the desires of men'3 
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hearts than the only one true God,~this has been 
the cause of God's judgements. 

rrhe Prophet Ezekiel is instructed to say unto 
the Elders of I~rael: "thus saith -tne Lord God; 
every man of the house of Israel that setteth up his 
idols in his heart, and putteth the stumbling block 
of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to the 
prophet; I the Lord will answer him that cometh 
according to the multitude of his idols; that I may 
take the house of Israel in their own heart, because 
they are all estranged from me through their idols." 
Then the prophet is instructed to say that "unless 
they repented and turned themselves from their 
idols," he would visit them with the "sword, th~ 
famine, or the pestilence." And have we not 
seen or read of these engines of God's wrath, either 
separately or in their united strength, desolating the 
nations of the earth in all ages of the world'? Have 
we not seen a remarkable instance, in the last cen­
tury, of the infliction of the judgment of the sword 
upon a nation which had openly cast off the worship 
of the true God ?-nay do we not now see, in this 
our o~ day, the judgment of the pestilence stalking 
from one extremity of the world to the other? Yes! 
we see the calamity, but we do not perhaps look upon 
it as the visitation of Providence for the sins of the 
nations! A little enquiry, a little reflection, how­
ever, may perhaps convince us. 

The nature and the effect of the pestilence itself 
.areeufficient to stamp it with the appearan.ce of a 
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scourg~ sent from God. The very air which man 
must breathe has been infected by its poisonous 
emanations ;-the winds of hca,'cn have wafted 
them from city to city, and from country to country. 
No barrier, not even the ocean itself, has been able 
to resist its progress. It has been affect2d by no 
variety of climate, no change of season! It has 
tnvelled ,yith appalling speed over the torrid and 
the temperate zone:;;-it has passed throllt;h sum­
mer and ~winter, seed time and harvest, with equal 
rapidity, and with equal desolation. The utmost 
exertions of man ;-the wisest, the most salutary, 
the most vigilant precautions have proved ineffec· 
tual to arrest its course; and the skill of the Phy­
sician to discover its antidote has been baffled in 
every country. These circumstances are surely 
sufficient, of themselves, to induce us to consider this 
pestilence as a scourge sent from our heavenly Fa­
ther to convince the nations that an is not right ","ith 
them in the sight of God. And this conviction re­
ceives confirmation from the state of the world it­
self. ~Vhat, let anyone ask himself, has been the 
growing principle by \y hich the affairs of the nations, 
callin;; themselves Christian, have, for some years 
past, been governed? Has there not been an in­
creasing, uneasy desire among men to diyest their 
minds of "l,yhat they are daily lah(JUril~g to convince 
themselves is an unnecessary, irksome restraint, fit 
only to be borne by the ignorant or the bigotted­
the scriptural principles of "Fearing God, and 
honouring the King," and of CI submitting to the 



power~ th:at b~ as ordained of Ood?" Is it not tn~ 
prevailing desire-nay, is it not becoming daily 
more and more fashionable; is it not even considered 
the characteristic of a liberal, enlightened mind, to 
laugh even to scorn at the idea, that those who are 
appointed to "bear rule over us", are to be looked 
upon as the" Ministers of God, who are to watch 
over us for good, H or to spurn, as the drea~ of fa· 
naticism, or the invention of designing cant and hy­
pocrisy, the notion that the couns~l~ of natio~s 
should be governed, like the couns~ls of individuals, 
by the great principle:; of the Gospel of Christ?­
And has not, consequen~ly, the 0:r:e G09 o~ Heav~n 
and earth, He who is Governor amo"!:9: the nations, 
been dethroned by those idols of licentious liberty, 
of unrestrained .self-will, of freedom from all salu­
tary control-nay, from all religious restraint, which 
'men have been setting up in their hearts, saying,­
" by the strength of my hand have I done it," and 
" by my wisdom have I done it, for I am prudent 1" 
" Ah sinful nations, a people laden wit!). iniquity, a 
seed of evil doers, chlldr'en that a~e corrupte~sJ-_ 
they have forsaken the Lord-they have provoked 
the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they have gone 
away backward." And shall not the Lord visit for 
these things, and shall not his soul be avenged upon 
such a people as this? . 

There can be no stronger testimony of the cor­
ruption and perverseness of men's hearts, or of the 
habitual absence of God from their mind!!! or of the 
little dependence they are accustomed to piace in the 



~hength of his arm, or of their want of cOllfl .. 
'dence in the shelter of his wing, than the means to 
which they resort under the first impulse of the 
alarm occasioned by such a visitation as that which 
now forces iLself upon the serious consideration of 
even the most thoughtless or careless observer.­
Human means, human ingenuity, or human skill 
are almost il1\'a1'i<101y the first things thought of ;­
trust in the wisclom of man, or in the strength of 
the arm of" flesh is th2.( y,hic;ll rises GlOSt naturally 
and most powerfully in the human heart. Th0 
thought of God is only forced upon us ,yhen all other 
means have failed; and then, alas! it frequently 
comes too late. Now although the means I have 
spoken of are not to be thrown out of cur reg~1rds. 
yet they are to be used in subserviency, or as ".ux­
iliaries to trust in God, -as the instruments of His 
Providence,which, like all his other instruments, can 
be of no avail without hd Llessing. 

But who can confidently resort to that trust in 
God to which Ilis blessing is promised? None as­
surecUy but those whom God is plea~ed, through the 
merits of his blessed son, to account righteouS in 
llis sight. The Scriptures inform us that" the prayer 
of the righteous availeth much" ; that" the prayer 
of the upright is his delight," and that" he heareth 
the prayer of the righteous." But" he that turn­
eth away his ear from hearing the law, even his 
prayer shall be abomination." That" the counsel 
of the wicked is far from him ;" that" he preserv­
eth not the life of the wicked;P " that the sacrjfic~ 

11 
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of the wicked is an abomination." And the Pro~ 
phet Ezekiel distinctly tells the Jews "that Go~ 
answerdh the wicked according to their own heart,'; 
nay, that he would even permit Prophets to be de­
ceived, in order to deceive the people, as a Just 
judgment upon them for their infidelity; and" that 
when the inhabitants of a land have fil1ecl up the 
measure of their iniquities, and God ariseth to exe­
cute judgment upon them, the few righteous that 
are left among them shall not be able, by their pray­
ers and intet-cessions, to deliver the nation from the 
judgment decreed against h,-they shall deliver but 
their own souls."* Such also was the case of Sodom. 
where there were none righteous but Lot and his fa­
mily, and 'where none but themselves were saved. 
There is indeed always a time of mercy when the 
righteousness of one, or of a few, may reprieve a 
whole nation from destruction, yet when the ap­
pointed time for the execution of God's judgment is 
come, though three such men as Noah, Daniel and 
Job should be found in it, they should only be able 
to deliver their own souls. 

From all this, however, may be derived the can. 
soling assurance that when the judgments of God 
are abroad in the world, ' the righteous shall be ena. 
bled to deliver their own souls'-that is, that all those 
who have not forsaken the law of God; who have not 
set their hearts upon those idols of the world which 
too often usurp there the love of God, and of his 
laws, and which have drawn down upon the nations 
his judgments, shall escape. But the promise is not 

« towtlI. 



~nly made to all these, but to all such as shall, by 
means of the judgment, be brought to repentance ; 
to all such as shall turn thenMelves from their idols, 
and shall turn awu; t,heir faces from all their t;Lbomi. 
~ations. 

Whatever therefore may be our national sins, does 
jt not become every person under the apprehension, 
of that judgment of God which is now abroad in 
the world, seriously to consider what share his olYn 
individual sins may have had in calling down this 
visitation? And does it not consequently become us 
carefully to ex.amine our hearts, that we may thereby 
be enabled, by t~mely repentance, to avert the effects 
of the visitation, qS far as we are indi\'idually con­
cerned? Or, at least, that by preparing our minds 
to receive it as the chast.isement of God, we may be 
among the number of those to whom may be applied 
the declaration, that" the Lord loveth whom he 
chasteneth, and sQourgeth eveqr son whom he re­
ceiveth?" We have already seen that the judg­
ments of God denounced by the Propllets of old 
were occasioned by the sins of idola,try ~nd rebellion. 
How far then have we been indiviclu,ally guilty of the 
~ame sins, either openly in our own conduct, or se­
cretly in our hearts? It will scarcely be necessary 
to remark that, in a Christian land, none can. 
be guilty of the sin of idolaJry, in precise\y the s,ame 
manner as the Jews were of' old, by transferring 
their extern<;l.l acts of Worship from the Supreme 
Governor of the Universe, to senseless and inani. 
mate objects i-but the devotion of the heart may 
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have been more warmly engaged in the service of 
the things of this world, than in the service of God. 

Let it be our business seriously to enquire into,this 
matter. And first, with regard to external acts:-Is 
your attendance in the House of Gael as regular and 
devoted as your attendance to the. ordinary business 
of life'? Are you as anxious to assemble together, 
to aclmowledge his goodness, to adore his sovereie.n 
power and mercy, and to pour cut your hearts before 
him in p1'zi,ise aml thanksgiyinS-, as you are to as­
semble together for promotin~;your woddly interests, 
or for gratifyillg your ~'.rpetite for aniusement or 
pleasure ?-And do yO~l show forth that anxiety by 
your conduct'? Or do you rather suffer some such 
frivolous e:~('use to interfere as, in the neg1ect of 
your worldly business would be looked upon by 
all men as an unerring indication of that care­
less indifterence, of that idleness, cr of that apa­
thetic inattention to business, which must have the 
effect of destroying all confidence and all trust in 
your stability? Or ar~ you guilty of this neg1ect, 
even at the expence of desecrating God's holy day, 
and of violating 'without scruple, the command to. 
hallow His Sabbaths, under the pretence of a press 
of worldly business, which a few hours occasionally 
snatched away fro:n some favourite pastime, would 
enable you to remove-or, at all events, which a less 
eager desire to enrich yourselves with the supera­
bundant things of this life, or to gain the applause 
of men, would render unnecessary '? Or do you al ~ 
low your attendance here to be influenced by the 
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unhalloweJ. motives of pride, prej uuice, favouritism 
or fashion?' In a word, does your neglect of the . '--' 

worship of God in bis holy temple, prove that you 
are less governed by the love of Him, than by the 
love of yourselves-than by the love of your own 
ease, comfort or connnience ; or by the love of any 
of those pursuits, or feelings, or prejudices, or 2;ra­
tilications of any description, in which an undue in­
dulgence, or on which the fixing your heart and af­
fections, must be incompatible ·with the full discharge 
of this your most reasonable service? And then . , 
with regard to those ordinances \vhieh, as a part of 
public worship I are the test, in some degree at least, 
of our religious sincerity-io e. so far as the human 
eye can penetrate ;-\\ith regard to them, what has 
been your conduct? Of one thing at least, we are 
certain, with regard to the ordil) ance of the Lord Os 
Supper, that they ,·\'110 have never partakell of it, 
have not yet determined to give up their vices or 
their pleasures, or whatever else may be standing in 
the way, for their Saviour. 

\Vith regard then to this ordinance-have you 
hitherto neglected it ~ If you have, it must be be­
cause you have hitherto felt a greater regard for 
something else, which you have considered incom­
patible with its observance. Or have you, as an 
occasional guest at the Lord's table, ever had occa­
sion to weigh in the opposite scales of the balance, 
the performance of this duty, and some favourite 
pursuit or pleasure, and sufIered the latter to prepon­
derate-then, in that instance, deliberately selling 
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V~tlT- love of Christ for a momentary sinful gratin:.. 
~at~on ? You must hav~ thought it sinful, or you:­
would. not have ~eparated it [tom your duty. Or­
have vou rather, when the incompatibility of such 
gratifications with the full, and constant and accept­
able discharge of your duty tQ God, l;tas cre~ted in 
your mind the slightest shade. of doubt, have you, in 
such a case, unhesitatingly, and at once, torn the 
doubt from your mind, even if it cost you as much, 
pain as tearing out an eye, or cutting off a li~b; by. 
offering up the cause of the doubt" (t. burn~ sa.crifice .. 
a sweet smelling $lHIOur unto God? 

If your h~arts have been in the house of God and 
in his service, there has Jlour treasu're been also, and: 
there have you been found seeking jor it.. But if: 
they have been set on the perishing things of time" 
-there ha.s your treasure been also, and there have, 
you been seeking for it. If your treasure has been, 
discovered to be hidden in the field of God's love, 
then have you disposed of all that you have, all your­
attachments to the vanities of life, to purchase that 
field; then have you resolved to sacrifice, at once, 
every other consideration that. c~n interfere with your­
security in its acquisition. But if YOUif hearts have" 
been set upon finding your hidden treasure in the 
field of worldly acquisitions, or pleasures." then have 
you been found seeking for it in that field, and then 
have you not scrupled to sacrifice God and his wor­
ship-your obedience to his commands-all that yo~ 
have, or hope to have in Him-for the purchase of that 
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'field. In which of these fields is your treasure hidden! 
Consult your own hearts, and you cannot be at a loss 
for a reply,-and the reply will also tell you, whether 
you are Idolaters, or worshippers of the true God. 

And next, with regard to the thoughtsofthe heart, 
'or the ruling passions of the mind.-Has the ambi­
tion to gain distinction among men, whether by 
the fame of wealth, talents or influence, or even of 
tlistinguished piety, or of extraordinary zeal for the 
'service of God and for his glory, and forthe ad vance­
ment of his kingdom on earth ;-has this ambition 
been the moving spring of your conduct? has it 
taken such possession of your heart that the love of 
'God, the pure desire of doing his will, because it is 
11is will, holds but a secondary place there? Do you 
think less of the duty you owe to God, than of your 
worldly interests f Are you less concerned about the 
performance of the former than ofthe latter fJ or about 
pleasing God than man? In a word, do you make 
your serVIce to God subservient to the advancement 
'of your temporal welfare-instead of regulating your 
whole conduct by the principles of the Gospel of 
Christ, which were given to us for that purpose ?­

The answers to these, and such questions as these, 
'Will leave you at no loss to determine where your 
most anxious hopes and desires are fixed-where 
your treasure is, and consequently where is the wor­
ship of your hearts, and consequently too, whether 
you are, or are not, in this sense, guilty of the sin of 

( 

IQolatry. 
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If any of you, my brethren, after such an eKafu~ 
ination into your own hearts, and I trust that none 
will so little regard their own highest interest as t6 
negled it,-lf any of you should unhappily find that 
the world, and not the Lord has hitherto been your 
God-that the worship of your hearts has been, more 
earnestly set upon the things of time than of eter­
nity, and that the ruling principles of your conduct 
have not been carefully regulated by the standard of 
the Gospel, hut by the standard of other men ;-it 
is time to begin to think of breaking away from such 
bonds of miserable servitude. 1 t is time to consid.er 
whether this judgment ot Goel which is now abroad 
in the earth be intended to overtake you individually, 
and whether you should not seek the only means of 
averting it by tUTning unto the Lord with all your 
heart, and with fasting, and with weeping and w1,th 
mouming. It is time to bethink yourselves that there 
is an abundant store of mercy for the repentant sin .. 
ner; that" if the wicked man will forsake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and will re~ 
turn unto the Lord, he will have metcy upon hill; 
and 'will abundantly pardon him." 

This forsaking of the ways and the thoughts of 
the wicked, and returning ~nto the ways of Go~,. 
following his commandments ;-this sacrificing, on 
the altar of Christianity, of all th~ evil propensi­
ties of the human heart,-this coming out from a 
state of sin and wickedness, and entering, through the 
blood of Christ, into the glorious liberty of the Sons 
of God, constitutes so great a cbaD~e in our thoughts, 
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words and actions, that it is called in Scripture, the 
new birth-the new creature which cycry mall becumes 

when he is truly and sincerely a fo11o\y('r of C11rist. 
But this can only be acquired through faith, or firm, 
undoubting persuasion that these thing;;; <are so ; not 

that belief which the decil's hate, and trel:,ble, but 
that belief which leads men to act acccrdiD~' to its 
dictates-by (:lT~jling themselYes of all its premises 

and its privileges, with an the cageI' ec,lTlC2~:H:::'S of 

the woman in the Gospel~ whose UllC2c,sii1b' impor­
tunities extorted from tll,-' unjust J:l(::;e \,;hat \YJ,S 

denied to her simple request. Let everyone ttCll 
seek, with honest) uncomprcmisicb' si~lc2ri'~y, tLat 

first fruit of faith-tlmt ~~l;iri~u~ll hirth ,ybeh al·]w~ 

can give the victory o~'er l,OUI L[--y,Lii"ll ii:h Ll:~ 
heart with the love of G;i1 all:} his la\'.',,-~,rd ,he 
soul with those solid spiritual joys-.-.i::l 'lbt COll­

sCious~less of securi~y under the p,j:c~;ly of GJ,l'.j 

protecting power, \,,:<icll C&:l olllj :,;.::.':'; (r.)',~l a 

fountain so pure and so bl'..:ss~'::-o"ll'<\' l:'~·:.1',-c:,in.; 

its purifying stre,,',lllS into ali tLc CL~lll'c':~ of.)ur 
necessary worldly bU8iness-\\',,~ljill:; (('."',y the dc­

file~llents of ear'.:hl~· C()d~lct-;,ul le.lvi::,:; tLe cm· 

conta:ninated mind free to yCl'ceive and Joyfd!. to 
acknowledge, in ~Jl tLings, the 11,:11,} of tl~c bulll:ti· 
ful giver of every gool w~d jJl'lfcc: y,fl. 

May the God of all mercy m,d pcace gl\'C you 
grace, so to seek and so to find, that in 1,he 1iI;}::;t oJ 
his judgme.ds, you shall be amon;; tre 11:1'11:: mn;.l.­
bel' of those who will be enabled joyfully to l.:},('l~"~l 

He hath remembered merel/. 
c 





PRAYERS 
-"RDERED TO RIC e,ED IN ALL CHIJRCHi<:S A~D CHAPEL" I~ THR DIO. 

CESE OF QUEBEC, UNDER THE PREVAILI~d APPI\EHENSION ozr 
PESTIL&NCE. 

~t ;ffl'ornittg tgraytt. 
Most gracious Fatherand God who hast promised forg-ive11235 

of sins to all them that with hearty repentl'lce ailLl trae fai th 
turn unto Thee, look dowll, we b;>seech The(', from Heavea 
Thy dwelling place, upon u~ Thy l11r'\'ort~ly Sen'ants, wID, ll:1· 

der an awful apprehension of Thy judgments, and a de:'p eOll· 

viction of our sil1fuln,~ss, prostrate o~lr.3eh-es before Thep.­
vVe acknowledge it to be of Tby good,less alone, that w:ll15t 
Th!)u hast vi5it,~d otl1:~r nati'J,lS,,-ilh p~~tilei1ce, T:l:JU hast so 
long spared us. Ha',"e pity, 0 Lord, h,E;~ pity on Thy peJjlle 
both here and a!Jr'Jld: witldralY Thy llc-;l\'Y h:lIld from t;,J3e 
who arc suffering ulld.:'r Thy j,lJgments, and turn away from 
us that grievous calamity, against which onr only ~ 'cllri!:,: is ill. 
Thy compassion. \-Vo conies., Wit'l shame ailJ cOjl~ritioll, that, 
in the pride and bardness of our hearts, we have shewn our· 
selves llllth'\'1kful for Thy mrfcif's, and h.1\'8 foll, ,,,vell oar ()Cnl 

imaginations instead of Thy 11,,1,:- \'e,-,s. l'd. 0 \,vT'.'ii'lll ;7;t. 

ther, suffer not Thydestroyi;~~_ .\.,):::pl to lift up hi,", ha,1d a~;\iIl5t 
us, but keep us, as Thou h.st :,t'l'.'!ofore dOi]{~, i:J lwalli! ;end 
safety: and grant that, being \\-arn,d by the sn!t;'rings of others 
to repent of our own sias, we rln,)' J){~ pres2rv,>d from all evillJy 
Thy mighty protection, and enj0), t:lt1 continuance of Thy 
mercy and grace, throllgh the merits or our only Mediator and 
Advocate Jesus Cilri3t. A:'.!w\'. 

~t /!F1.lCning tBrllJ}cr. 
o Almighty God, who by the many instances of mortality 

which encompass us on el'ery side, clost c;\ll upon us seriously 
to consider tle shortness of O:ll' time here upon (,;,1'th, and 
ren:;indest us that in the midst of J ife \";e are in death, so trw'h 
us to number our days that we may apply our hearts nnl" wis. 
dom. Give us grace to turn unto t:](Je with timely r?pent. 
ance, and thus to obtain, throllP"h the merits of onr Sa\-iOllr, 
that pardon to.day, wbich to-mo~row it may he too late to ~e,,'k 
for; tbat so being strengthened by Thy g'ood Spirit ac:ailloi thtl 
terrors of death, and daily advancing in godlil10'~, we may at 
all times be ready to give up our souls into Tl1y hands, 0 gr3. 
dous Father, in tbe hop@ of a blessed immortality, through t;16 
mediation, and for the merits, of Jesus Chri5t our Lord.­
AMEN. 
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