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PREFACE. 

"~ot a sparrolV ,hall fall to tbe ground without my FatiIer." 

THE particular oec,t~i()n Oil which the following discourse W,l~ 

delivered was onl' of such general and painful interest, and all the 

circumstances were so fully given in the Newspapers at the time, 

that it seems quite unnece"sary to prefa,ce the present sermon with 

any det,tiled account of the sad catastrophe. 

It i,'\ certain that no one who reads this sermon, or who has 

heard it preached, will need any snch information, and it is not 

prob:tble th,tt it will reach places which the public journals ha'-e 

failed to do. It IS m<tinly with a desire to present thi~ ap<tllillg 

Railro<td disaster III the light of a dispensfttion of G,ut before the 

minds of t~ose who have felt a deep and painful interest in it, 

that the solicitation of a few friends has induced the publication 

of this SermQn. 'Ve may entertain the hope that the doctrine 

of It special di~pOf;ing Providence, here set forth, will, by tho 

awakening illustration afforded by this disaster, be regardcrl as 

one of more practical importance than it has been; and lead 

the minds of many Christians to look more to the hand of God 

than to the hand of man, in their movements through lifQ • 

•. The ,cry hairs of your head arc all lltllnberctl." 





A SEn ~I 0 K. 

t. Elihu al,,',;w:>r('11 all.] sa.id, .... HNlrkl'll Ullto nle: y~' mell ()fullder~lalldillg: far b(~ il from 
rrod. lila} h.· ~houl!1 dOl \\'I(,kedul''-;",: UIUJ [rl1m t/1(; .. -\lrlllghly. that h~ should cOlilmit lILiquity 
.: .... \\ lill halh ~l\'(,1l 111m u ch~lrgc {I\-l~r tlw ('arLh ( or who hath dl~flOSl'd the "'hole \\ orld'? 
It he ..:d Ill ... heart upon man. if h,~ ;:rJ.lIl1~r milo hJnt",~!t" IHIS i-piritQJld hi~ lirealh: all i1p .. h ~hail 
fU'w;h to;::,r·tl·cr. aud 111[111 sha.l 111m a;:raill lllllO dll.,.t. _._ .. :--:hall even ill' that h::.llr-th riglit 
g-,'.\'ent t an'i wilt thon ('\JIII~l·llln h:1I1 that j~ Inl)";' .iU~I? .• __ .1J(· ~ITcptf~lh IHlt thp rl'r:-.tln~ flf 
}lfllll'l' .... 1101" rt'gdrd,'lh thl' rlell mon' ,hUll tht~ poor. for t11("\, all are lile wnrl, o(hi$ hUluJ...:. III a 
JII!:ml'ltt ~hall they rill'. alld the p('op!o ~lml1 Le trultbleQ at rnidni!{ht. and pa.,;:o: aWa\,. nnll e):. 
Ifllglltr ,.Ilull be lalicil nwa~ witholll ha.Jld ..... Il,· .'Shail Ilreak 111 pil'ce" rni~ht\· ITIt~1l WJthout 
Itllmher, and !<o. t olher~ in lllPir ~t!'Hd. 'l'll(,rt'lol'l' he l~Il"\\"'lh ,h,.ir wllrk~ 'all I he o\'l~r_ 
ll1rJ1l'th tbt:ln ill the IIIg-hl. :-Oil tl.at I h.')' i'tr,~ de,t'<l),cd. . .. \\rl:e,1 h,' gln'llt ~Illi\~ul!':-"', W:IO 
thell CUll Inak,' troltht,>? allLl wtl!'U he \t.JI~tl\ hi ... far,.. , ..... ·w 1 H'll <'all hdlO.d him? whether It 
be «IULIC aguin::.l a Iluliou, uragaiH& a mall olltr~"-JOf:S xxxi\". 1U-29. 

My B"ZLOVED DUETHREN,-'Ve who compose the present congre
gation of Church-worshippers have great rcaSllll for offering devout 
tlunkfulne-lR to Almighty God, that we have not been c:tllcd together, 
a, 11, church, to m,mrn the sudelen removal, by death, of any of Ollr 
member,.;, by the late app,tlling catastrophe, That adomble Deing. 
whose w:tys are p:Lst finding out., lw,R, in his infinite wisdom, sparerl 
some of U:i a Ettie long01', who soaght to join that dcvoted brwrl, but 
failed to do so; and he ha' fll'arcll to us the painfnl, the h:trrowillg 
Rjlectacle of gazing upon the face of our own lllwd dead; as many 
('hurches anll many families have been called to do, 'Ve tl1lst that 
Wl~ feel grateful to onr God, for not adding to tilE' ,ll'l'p interest ex
cited in every breast by the disastpr the intensity of pCl'sOIwl SOI'l'fJ11' 

/l1Ir! Jlfl tl1, by a bereavement withill the' narrow circle of those wht) 
attend this church, This depth of agonizing feeling bs pa>sed u~ 
hy, but no more: some of those who worship here with us have had 
to look upon a deal' relation, or to deplore the suJden removal of a 
friend a~ dear, victims of this rnthbs,~, mysterious stroke! AmI 
many of us lmve felt the truest Rympathy with friends arnnad 11S, 1,y· 
following to the gra,lrc til(' remaillR of their relatiV('~-w('1l known to 
us; allrl very prcciOlts, as all that could be sawd from that prollli,,
CHons cal'llage and ruin, God of the Spirit,~ of :.II fie:;h: thou hast. 
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in merey ~lld my.-;teriuLls wisdom, spared u~ to condole with others in 
this extmorclillary berc:wcment; tha,t we m,ty give exercise to the 
be,;t and tenllere~t feelings of our souh,-while thou h~st spared u~ 
th~t mental ~nguish-th:1t stunning grief, which, for the season, unfits 
us for receiving benefit from so awful a dispensation of thy Provi
dEmce! And what sh;tll we say 1-" Even so, Father; for so it 
Roomed good in thy sight," ,Ve adore thy sovereignty, thy wisdom, 
and thy mercy, in thy dealings with us in this visitation; and we are 
c(>nstr:11ned to say, in "iew of all th:tt has befallen us, "Thou hast 
made us to drink the wine of astonishment; but thou hn.st led us 
thereby to seek for peace and consolation in our only Saviour, and 
feel assured that the ' Judge of all the earth has done right.' " 

My Christian hearers,-A profitable subject to engage our medita-. 
tion to-day will be "The Special Providence of God." Weare gra
ciously permitted to consider this sublime doctrine of religion, and 
the illustrations of it with calmness, and yet with heightened interest. 
And I humbly think, that w.e do not receive this doctrine and yield 
to its practic~l influence in th:1t degree which, as believers in the Son, 
of God, we ought to do. The views and notions which' prevail among. 
professing Christians, and even among many true children of God,.in 
relation to the divine dealings and dispens3;tions with nations, com
munities, families, and individuals, are very vague-very different 
from those presenteel in the Holy Scriptures; and, consequently, their 
influence upon our daily life and conduct is of little benefit. But 
the doctrine of a particular providence-a providence which enters 
into the minutest affairs of common life, and shows us, whenever we 
choose to look for it, the directing finger of Goel,-this doctrine has 
no practical effect in the religion we have embraced; and when, as on 
the present occasion, our attention is painfully awakened to its truth, 
we discover the outstretched arm of power and sovereignty, but we 
are unable to interpret the meaning of the words written by the 
mysterious hand: "Thou turnest man to destruction, and sayest, 
Return ye children of men." We bow submissively, and in godly 
silence, to the blow of the hand which has spread desolation around a 
hundred hearths, and we believe it to be the hand of God; we lift 
our souls to him who hath smitten us to vouchsafe his protection, 
his grace, and consolation to the afflicted and bereaved; and we take 
"olemn warning from the s~d event to live henceforth to the glory of 
our Deliverer i-but the practical, the daily, and the elevn,ting i7ljlll
ellf'P of the doctrine, "That not a sparrow shall fall to the ground 
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without my Father" is not rcgularly, i~ not really felt, as W\J belicyo.l 
it would be if ~cripturally viewed. 

Am I to believe, must I for a moment suppose, that Wo; need such 
an appalling destruction of human lives to convince me, or you, that 
the Providence of God extends to the minutest affairs in the life of 
every one of us 1 

And is it only when we are overwhelmed with calamity, and struck 
dumb with astonishment and sorrow, that we really feel that "the 
very hairs of our heads are all numbered," and that though" a man's 
heart deviscth his way, the Lord directeth his steps 1" No; my 
brethren, this sweet and elevated doctrine of a special directing 
Providence, is taught in every path of nature, in every act of 
Providence, in every page of llevelation, in every work of Divino 
Grace. Times and seasons, known only to the Allwise Ruler of tho 
Universe, are cllO~en when he selects the fire, the earthquake, the 
tempest, the sword, or the steam engine, to awaken His people from 
their carnal or deadly slumbers; and rouse them to think that there 
is " a God who reigneth in the earth," and that" he doeth according to 
his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of tho 
earth:· and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, ·What doest 
thou 1" 'vVe own, with deep shame and abasement we own that these 
sweeping desolations among thoHe dear to us and to our country, arc 
needful for some great ends of the Divine Govel'llment, to which we 
shall advert in this di.~course; but we hope that a.s " children of God, 
by faith in Christ Jesus," we can trace and tl1lst a Diyine special 
Providence in dealings neither alarming nor painfuL 

This important doctrine is clearly and fully laid down in the portion 
of Scripture choson as our text. Elihu had been vindicating tho 
Divine perfections and government to Job, who seemad to havo 
expre~sed himself improperly in referenoe to the justice of God, in 
afflicting him. Job had confessed himself to be a sinner, but ho 
t.hought that his transgressions had not deserved such heavy 
rhastiscmcnt. It was this that called forth that exhibition of Dhino 
t.ruth whioh occupies Chaps. 33 and 34 of this Book, which may be 
considered a,~ the Gospel anticipated. Elihu asked the friends of 
.J ob the unanswerable question, as lying at the foundation of the 
whole, "Who hath given God a charge over the earth 1" or" "\\-no 
hath disposed the whole world 1" Surely none could think that tho 
Almighty Ruler, had dedved this prerogative from any source, but 
from Himself; and none could suppose that a Being of Infinite 
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creatures, or deal with~ 
Inflec(l, ~ays Elihu, it4 

l'~rf,'di'lll, would do injustice to any of hi~ 
j hem bl'ytmd what their oifencE's deserv('d. 
nod wer~ dispo6ed to exercise rigorous justice, and to set his heart 
1I1)on or againot man, the world was so absolutely at his 'disposal, th;tt 

he needed only to recall the Spirlt, and withdr:tw t.he breath that he 
had giyen; and all th(, inhabitants of the earth wouU perish without 
11l'ing al.le to offer the least re,istance. Elihu appealed eyen to ,Joh 
himself-" ~hall he that hateth right govern; a.nrt wilt thou condellln 
him that is most jn~t /" How impious and inf:ttuated must it be for 
anyone to accuse the Almighty Gud in such a manner, whose justice 
is as absolute u~ his authority; and who, in perfect impartiality. 
r('g:~r,ls the p )01' a~ much as the ric'll, having formed both as his 
('reutnrcs, and mode the one poor and the other ridl, in his Providence. 
And how reasonable and true to facts is this doctrine! :\Iell may 
resped the great, the rieh, and the powerful, from a dread of their 
resentment, or through desire of their f[tvor; but God can not be 
influenced by any sueh things. If he sees it needful or desirable in 
his nwral government-to correct severely, or visit in anger, he is 
ahle to cut ofr the most mighty, by a sudden and irresistible stroke, 
" In a moment they die, and the people shall be troubled at midnight; 
and pass away, and the mighty shall be taken away without hand." 
~() spe~ial and so comprehensive is the Divine disposal of all 
hum:m :tfrairs, that we hear the further dedaration of Elihu-" That 
His eyes arc upon the ways of man, and he seeth all his goings," 
The Omnipresence and the Omniscience of .J choyah could not be 
c'vadccl; nur cuulcl his Omnipotence be resisted. Whilst he crushes 
the mightiest without number, and exalts others to their stations, 
who little C'xpl'('tcd it, he knows their secret sins and works, and 
removes thclll at his pleasure. He seal'cheth the he:trts of all, and if 
workers rif inilJuity seck to hide themselves, he striketh them dOWli 

hS an example t() other.'. 
In a word the divine teaching by Elihu wa." thus summed up-" If 

GoJ ill his pro\'ic~ence were pleased to give outward prosperity or 
inward peace to man, none could intel'l'llpt it. But if he in hi" 
(lispleasnre, on account of our sins, should withhold his protecting, 
his comfnrting influence, none could obtain that blessing; whether it 
be a nation or an individuaL" 

Xuthillg can be conceived a. IilOre eOlllplete expnsitinn of the 
ductrine . of a particular Providence than that which we have now 
glanced at, And, perlw,ps, few Christians would han any hesitation 



in 1'1','C'i "ing the doc-trinc ;IS thus ill"1:l<-Clt",l. J~nt 1l''':11 " ..I. "",I' 

('x:llflin'ltion of !"lur kxt, :md with tInt d"fH','r ~: ,i ritu,tJ ) i ":]7 whiL'h 

the U"'~ld sh~ds oyc'r thi, illllJort'tnt cloctrill:!, w" ~h:'ll h' ~, \rl'lIltt',1 
in s~~ll'chil1; for th .. Divine c(Intl':lllill; h'm1 in tk' 111');.1; minnt:.> 

aff,tirs of our lifE', L ·t u ~ en le:LYour t: I follow wlL·J'C· the ,V, wd nn:l the 
Spirit of r;",llc:ld, 

The Cre:1t:1r of th2 w IrJ.l is th~ R'JL·l' of it; th~ Divine pllIl 
0; government i~ shuwn an,l cOl1~tantly ckl·.:-l"l'ing in Pl'Oyidell" C'. 

By ,Jesus Christ" all thin';3 Y,c;'C llnd~; an 1 he it is who [II,,) 

nphdl~ all things by the) word of his pO'lv~r.'· Th! h .. awnly llll·lie." 

vast md m[ll1Y as they ar<:', m;Lintain their 111'PO;llt, d ~jati"n" "I' 

move in their circuits by hi~ direction, It is h2 who "gin'th the 

sun fo~ a light 1y d:LY, aI,lrl th~ orclin:Lllce of th3 11110n md st:u', for a 

li~ht by ni.:;ht," " The se:c nlso is hi:;, [In: 1 h~ IlnJe it: md h~ h:<s 
placed the s[1,ld, by a.pc1'p8itl'l1 clL'(']'L'C, tInt it ClIllWlt l'l';~." lIl' ha, 

establishud the orcll!r of the sc:tS:Jll.~; and" while the e:trth 1'1'111:1inet11, 

seed timJ and harvest, enU anel he:1t, Sl1l11111n r a!ld 1Yill~cl', anI day 

and night shdl not cci1se," The stormy wincl~ :tre a1.-·I, uncll'r hi" 
wise control, and fulfil hi., cmnnnnd, AnimaL; of CYe;'}' ,L·.'<l'ril'tioll, 

£1'<)111 the hn~e clcl'lunt clown to the sm:tll'cst illS:'l't ; fi.,ll!:;; of l'V,'IT 

kind, frorn th2 enormous whale to tltc' minnk"t millllllw; birds of 

every wing, all derive their support, as well ,,>< their, heing frol11 
him, "0 Lord, thou prcscl'vcst man and ],ra.c.t 1 Th .. ,,·c w.lit UpOll 

thce, (says the Royal P.~almist,) that thnll IJlnYl·.,t .~!'i\'l' t~IL'm their 
meat in due 8:1\,,)]1, Th:1t thon giv3st them thL'y g:lth,,'l'; tllilll 

oiJcnest thlnc hand, they an' filled with .~O():l." 

In like manller, the ycget:Lhle king,lol11, with its tllOusalld kim]" ()~ 

trees, plants and {ill\Vl'l'><, with all thl'll' astonishing Y:ll'id,l', beauty, 
and utility, display the infinite wisdolll, I"'\\' ,'j', 1m:! gllolll'l'O\'iclcIl('e 

of Ulld. 
And when you jlas.~ from the natclral to the 111'lr,,1 g,)vernment of 

God, you haVe even more otrikiug e,-idl']l<'(' of a s]>ecial ,1i'-l,(]~illt;' 

Providence, 

. The amtir.~ of Intirms arc under his guidance an:.! control, for they 

are hnt the several provinces of his unh-er,~al Kingdulll, " He 
increa';cth the nations and ,1l"stl'<lyL'th them; h(', cllhrgl'th the n:tbms 

an.l strait.cnct.h them a.:;:cill,"-.Job xii. :!:1. They rise' awl fall, 
flmlrish and decay at his l'lea'mrc ; they ,tre like t~l~ day, ",hieh the 
Pro;lh,:t. W:18 direcieJ to notice in thc potter's hand: "( '.lIll1ot I do, 

saith the Lor 1, with the hon~~ of I",'ael as tILls 1"1::C[? a~ th·c cl:ly 
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i~ in his hand, so arc yc in my hand, whether it be to plnck up, and 
to pull (10\\11, mid to destroy; or tll build and to plant it." Thus the 
humbled -;.{ubuchaclnezzar was taught by painful experience, and was 
cunstraincd to acknowledge- "that the ~Iost High ruleth in the 
kin"dom of men and giveth it to whomsoever he will."-Dan. iv. 25. o , 

And if the affairs of n~ttions, cmpires, kingdoms, and republics, are 
(how~H'r administered by man) under the higher administration of 
the Divine Disposer, how special must that providence be which is 
f'xercised on behalf of the Church of which .Jesus Christ is the Saviour 
-the Head and the King. Listen to his own description of tho 
guardianship excrcis8d incessantly over the Churches-" I am Alpha 
and Omega; who walketh in the midst of the seven golden c::mdlestickR, 
which are the C'hurches-and all the Churches shall know that I am 
He which searchet,h the reins and hearts, and I will give unto every 
one according to his work,." 

And how special mnst be that supervision which will secure tho 
blessed result described in this beautiful passage, "That we may 
grow up unto him in all things, which is the Head even Christ; from 
whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that 
which every joint supplieth, according to the effective working in tho 
measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying 
of itself unto loy('." 

Is it possible to conceive of anything more minute or searching 
than this inspection and disposal of all that relates to the Church, by 
Him who is King of Saints, and Ruler of the nations of the earth 'I 
r t is convincingly evident that God exercises a special direction over 
the Church. How wonderful are the histories of Noah, Abraham, 
J srael, and others in the Old Testament; all which afford conclusivo 
proof and illustration that " God is present with his people, causing 
all things to work together for good for them that love Him." Still 
more wonderful are the histories of the hirth, life, doctrines, miracles, 
death, resurrection, and ascension of the Son of God; the gift and 
abiding agency of the Holy Spirit with the Church of Christ; the 
formation of the first Christian Church at Jerusalem, and its 
preservation, extension, and ever increasing power to the present day. 
In all these the Providence of God descends to the minutest affairs of 
the indi,idual Christian, and all is made subservient to the designs of 
his grace in the salvation of sinner;:;. 

The Church stands npon the rock of ages-.J esus Christ the Lord. 
And he is its keeper that" neither slumbereth nor sleepeth-" "The 
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Gates of Hell sh:Lll not pnmtil againili it," It i~ a standing monument 
of speci,tl gll:trdianship, no leRs WUll(l"rful, hut more SO-:tB the 
antitypc to the type-than the spectacle ~ecn by ~foscs ill the clesCit. 

of 11idian-a bush burning with fire, but not eonRumcd. 
How easy is it now to conceive of a Providence directing the affairs 

and disposin~ the w<tys of e:lch individual. Some m:ty hesitate to 
entertain thi~ idea, as being in the great m:tjority of persons and 
caoe~ beneath the Divine inspection. But wh:tt shall we infer from 
that declaration of the Divine Ruler himself, "the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered." There is scarcely anything of less apparent 
consequence, less regarded, less missed, than a single hair of your 
head, yet your Heavenly Father regards, because he numbers, and 
therefore disposes them. Is this a Providence too special to be real? 
We know but in part. " )Iarvellous are thy works, 0 Lord, and that 
my soul knoweth right well. In thy Book all my members were 
written when as yet there was none of them." God is emphatically 
called" The God of our lives." Our parentage, our birth, where and 
when he pleases, our preservation ill infancy amidst a thousand threaten
ing evils, our education, our employments, the means of our support, 
our relations and connexion~ in life, the bounds of our habitations, our 
travels by land or water, the length of our dap, the circumstances of 
onr sickness and de:tth; all are arranged, all are superintended, all 
directed to a particular end, by the providence of God. 

My beloved friends, let this sublime doctrine of a special directing 
Providence be the theme of your deepest meditation, and enter into 
your daily personal religion. How awakening the ltc:knowledgment of 
the great Young-author of the" Night Thoughts"-" There is not s 
fly but has had infinite wisdom concemed, not only in its structure, 
but in its destination." How striking the illustration of the same 
doctrine by the learned Bishop Hopkins. " A sparrow, whose life is 
contemptible, and whose flight seems giddy and at random, falls not 
to the ground, neither alights any where, without your Father, Hi., 
all wise Pl'ovidl\nce, hath before appointed what bough it f<hall pitch 
on. what grains it shall pick up, where it shall lodge, and where 
it. shall build, on what it shall live, and when it sb..111 clic. Do you 
~ee a thousrmd little motes and atollll'l wandering up and down in a 
Run-beam 7 It is God that peoples it, and he guides their innumerable 
and irregular st.rayings. Not a dust flies in a beaten road, but God 
raiseth it, conduct~ its motion, and by his particular care, conyeys it 
to the certain place he had before appointed for it.; nor shall th" 
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most nl'I'l"C awl tcmpe.-;tUlI:1S wind hmr}" it any further." Thus looking 
at the mattl'r nn a hrge RC<llc" thou:,;h the world ~l'(,1I1S to run at r:l.llLlom, 
and ati:lirs to be lmcl,llcd together in blind confusion and rude disorder, 
yct God. ~ec:s :md kill I\\''' the !'l)JIl"aten~,tion of all causes and effects, 
<mel so governs them that he makes a perfect harmony out of all the"" 
'"iecming jarrin.;s and di '(·Ol'll.,. It i~ most. I1<'C('.s~:Lry th~Lt we should 
have our heart., well cst"blishcll in the firm belief of this truth; that 
whatsocw'f C(lml'~ til ),a", be it. good or evil, We' may look up to the 
l1cmd ~mcl disl,o,;al of all to God. In respel't of (iod, there is nothing 
camal nor clllltingent in the world. "He foresees and he appoints all 
t h" vicbsitlH Il'S of things." Look for a momcnt into this doctrine of II 
~l'ecial Providcncc in iL bearing upon man as a " child of afliiction." 
., :\[an is born to trouble, as the sparks fly upwards," and God takes par
t.icnbr notice of our trials and suffel'ing~. The nature of our afflictions, 
the ol'casions IIr instruments of them, their degree and their duration, 
are all regulated by the Sovereign will and pleasure of him who doth not 
willingly amict the children of lIlen. "I kill," saith God by :\Iusc·s, " and 
I make alive. I wound and I heal; nl'ithrr is there any that can deliver 
nut of my hanel." vVh~Ltcver, or whoever, be the second cause of our af
flidion, GuJ himself is the first cause. Thus.J oh, when he lost his 
l'r('i'l'I-tT by the Chaldeans and his children lly the fall of their HousC', 
,'aia, "The Lord gaw and the Lord hat.h taken away. ,. So Eli, when the 
judgments of God upon his family were announced, which deprived 
him of his two ~ons by a vinll'lIt death, "It is the Lord, let him de) 
what seclIleth him goocl" Thus also with David, when cursed by the 
traitorous Shimei, who would not suffer him to be slain, because he 
knew th~\t "the Lord had bidden him to curse." 

"\s, therefore, afllictinn and trouble 'come not from the ground, but 
arc ~ellt ,mel distributed by the haml of an all-wise nod, a8 they are 
most conduL:ivc to our spiritual interests, onr concern should be to sec 
the rorl and the hand of wisdom and mercy which administers it; our 
chief aim should be that the gmcious purposes of our Covenant Fat.her 
should be al'coml,lished; that our sins shoulel be brought home to us, 
and ,w be humbled for them; tbtt .. our ears be opened to disci
pline," and that we retul'll to them who smitcth; that our graces may 
be tried and improveLl; that we may be quickened to prayer, be 
"-caned from tl1e world, and learn to put our trnst in that God who 
"-l'E'rformeth all t.hing' f')r us." 

• ·.~.\~d surely we ought no le~., t() acknowledge the diRposing hand of 
Cod 1Il all our mCl'('ie~ and comforta. All our supplies in want, all our 
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f>uppnrh in trou1ll" all our deliver;:ucl's from danger, lllu~t 1'~ tmecu 
to his special c;tre. 

Let us, therefure, not forget the various instauecs in nur chc'1ll '-'l'c.1 
life, whereiu the Lord hath redeemed our life from destruction, au, I 
hath t'rowned us with loving kindness aud tender mercies. " Eles,; 
the L'lrd, 0 my soul, and forget not all his be:ncfits." 

VI c a~k, now, in conclusion, whether any thing that can affect our 
interest.; temporal, spiritual, or eternal, is independent of God's spe

"ial diRposal in Providence 1 "Ye answer unhesitatingly-nothing. 
There is uo rnom for accident or chance in the divine government of 
the world. If the universe had a :'Iaker, it must have <l. Guvcmor ; 

and if a Uovel'llor, his will and providence must extend to all thing:> 
and all pcrsonil without exception. Henee those beautiful truthful 
lines: 

".\11 Il!ltnre i, hut art unknown to thee; 
.\11 ,hance, direction which thou caust not see." 

With this impressed nn nur minds, that there is nuthin~ contingent in 
the dispcn,sations of Him wbo "worketh all things after the C(l\\Ilsel of 

his own will," and that great events sometimes sl'riu,'; from slllall be
ginning" of the most triflin~ eharacter, let us for a moment trace :111 

illustration of' thi,s precious doctrine in a portion of Scripture his
tory familiar to us all. How m;my events purely aCcidental lllay we 
OlJ,'l'l"YC in the History of Josei'h, the son of Jacob, which h:Ld ea,ch;L 
necessary influence on his subsequent prospt'rity: Tf tIl'-' ~Iidianites 

lutd passed by a day sooner or a day later; if they lmd sold Joseph to 
,Il1Y person but Potiphar; if Potiphar's wife had becn a better Wt)

man; if Pharaoh's officers had not displeased their king; if any or all 
these things had fallen out in any other mauner or time than they did, 
all that followed had been prevented. The l'rOllli,-;es and purposes of 
God concerning Israel, their honclage, cldinl'itncC's, polity and s ettlc

ment m\\st have fniled; and, 'as all thr'sC' things tended to and center
ed in Jesus Christ, the :\,fc",iah, the desire of all llation~ would not 
have appeared. :Jlankind had heen still in their sins without hope, 
,mel the COlll1Hcl~ of (Joel's eternal 10l;"e in favor of sinners been defeat
(,d. Thus lllay ,,"c ~:c(' a cOllllcdton between Juseph'ii tirHt dream and 
th~ rleath and redemption of J mmalluel with iL, glorious consequence:; 
to the human race. So strong, t.hough secret, is the concatenation h,
tween the ;:matest. and the snHLllest evenb: And what a consoling, 
what a f,fJU-I-c!eya,ting thought is this j 0 the beliewr in an all-disposing 
Providence', t" know that ami .. bt all the yariom interfering designs of 
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men, the Lord of all ha.3 one uuiform design which he ertnnnt, will n<)(., 
miss; namely, hi6 own glory in tho complete ~alv,tti!)n of hi; Chur<'ll. 

Aud, my Chri~tiall Brethren, without. sueh a "i,·w, such a c:onfiding 

belief in the oYc:rrllling hand of Providence, under ~JJ the events and 
changes of our ll1ortailife, how can we eoutcmpiate without the dec\,

('"it anguish thc terrible death of sixt.y of our valued friends and a~

quaiutances only a few days ago. As the work of man-m~m with all 
hi~ ~ciellce anll all his care, bliud to his fate-we may think upon the 
~("ene, its apparent or latent c:auses, until we sickcll or sink into reck
lcssnes~ or despair. ,~-; the work of God, we presume not, we desire 

not to a.sk Him, "\Vhat docst thou T' berause we are a.;sured that Bo 
.10eth .. all things well." But with devout eoufidcnce in his wisdom 
and love, and with meek resignation to his di~por;ing hand, we :say, 
.. Thy will be done." lYe call tru:st and not be afraid while we regard 
the ."iHelden n·mov,ll of tho~e precions bodies, and ~ti1l more preciou.~ 

~oub, to another world, as a di:spensation of God. But we arc over
whelmed with grief and a..;tnnishment when we dwell upon the fright
ful rlc;:;trnctioll of so many hum,m bodies by that sudden crushing fall. 

There ean be, there ought to be, no relief-no Olde-quator relief to the 
miud and heart uncler such a disastrous event, except in Him who 
lwJdeth our" souls in life." To have any confidence in man, inLie

pendcnt.ly of Gud, i~ to bring upon ourselves !lIC curse of Heav~?-
" Cursed is he that t.mste,tll in man and m;lkoth flesh his arm." To 
trust in the Lord .J ehovah, and commit all. yonr way . .., and goillg~ to 
his hands, ,,-ill bring you pC<1ce at all times, and consolation in YOllr 
dying hour. 

A few useful reflections will form a .-;uitable dose to this discollr.-;c. 

The firat applies to ours,elve.; in Ollr character as prof(;lssing Christian8. 
You will feel impres . ..,ivc1y the need of a religion which will support 

you in the hour of danger and deat.h: you· "hould feC'l tlus at all 
times; but if you have rCllson to apprehend that human life is n;ore 
exposed in the pre~cnt mode of tr:tVCllillg than it was formerly, you 
have another re[!'son for living a life of faith in J('~us Christ, and liy
ing as you would w1.,h to die. All I would urge iB, th;lt you attend 
more earnestly to the" on" thing ne('dful ;'. acquaint yourself now 
with God, lind lay hold on Eternal Life. :Jly s('cond reflection is of a 
different kind. By this appalling clisa,kr, the skill and foresight and 

care of our railway men has J·rccived II Sl'Yere ~heck, which 1I>-ill, we 
trust haw a "alutary influence upon tho,,~' whom under God we depend 
upon for a ,af., cony"yance from placc to phCl'- Hitherto we have 
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watched our own goings, and on land at least have mercifully egcaped ; 
but now we must commit ourselves and our families to the care of 
one man and to a complex machinery, which, in a moment of eminent 
peril, may fail as it has failed, and precipitate its precious freight of 
,immortals into the abyss of suffocation, carnage and death. Human 
skill-human care, both of which we believe were exercised in this 
case, are batHed; and let it be owned. ~\.nd let it serve at least to 

. redouble our vigilance and elicit higher skill, that this age of wonder-
ful improvements may not bear the stigma of advancing faster in every 
scnsc than is conducive to safety or to happines~. 

But the most important reflection remains, and I pray to God that 
m,my throughout the length and breadth of our beautiful country may 
feel th~ propriety and force of it. " Yerily, there is a God that judg
cth in the earth." 

The enormous los.~ of valuable lin's by this disaster on one of the 
most remunerative railways on this Continent, and in the very garden 
of Canada, plunging into eternity by a violent and crushing death 
without a moment's warning, men of mark in the railway entcrprisl', 
men of ability and energy in nearly every useful department of busi
ness; men of God in thc midst of usefulness; mothers, daughters, 
and whole familie~, burying them all in one promiscuous ruin, in sight 
of one of our most rising ('itics, and near to many a loved home :
This unparalleled stroke, with all its cireumstances, may-mu><t, if 
there be any belief in God in our count.ry-lead to the reflection that 
"God is a God of' judgment, nnd by Him actions are weighed." We 
have sinned ns a people, and Gorl, whom wc profess to seryc, haii 
chastised us. Hc says to us, "Y e have fQrgotten and forsaken me in 
your railway cnterprizes, and 1 will chilstise you in that wherein you 
trust." "I will make YOll drink the wine of astonishment because 
you h,we gloried too much in men, and placed too much confidence 
in vour wealth and wisdom." "I will take from you the desire of 
yo~r ('yes at a stroh" some of the greatest, the wisest, the best, and 
the most belm'ed of your peopl,~, th,lt you may be humbled and re
l'(,llt, turn unto God and lin: 1 will speak to you, my people, from 
the brink of that deadly (' hasm (\\"here your dear ones found a grave) 
Itnd warn you against the sin, the growing sin of your day. The head
long Hpirit of speculati.on, the intense worldliness, the fearful lo\'e of 
gain, and the lavish expenditure of money, which enslave your lead
jll~ minds: Hear, 0 my people, I am jealous of mine honour; I 
pl~ad with yon for the ;,nndity of In:! ,~abbath, from that place where 



"J [Oil];: off~'nr chari"t ',\-J1l'd-, tlt;;t th:Yllr.LYG hl,;t\-ily,";t-.; 1 iliJ of ul-! 

It·c,t!' tll'" It·c 1 :-;"': ,lid I ul:,ir.c tlut Y·m \\'Jl h'c:W];:l'll Ullt, I H]': ; an,l 

.. .1 'l']n'clll]"'r my ,by to h'l')' it holy." I will place! lll.\' mark UpUIl 

tlL' 1l1'1.411"l'i ~l)llt ill til: wlwl·: Iiw: of nlil\\'.:y f!'llell l),'tr"it tu Xi

a:,;ar:t : awl I will l'rl'l·t Illy cCllotal'll ther J at th" Dc'., ,] <Lrdine's P,l.,S, Oil 

til" H,j:,;htcl IIf Durlill~lIJ1], tu k' my lllelllorial to all 'ilH'('l'e,lin~ ~,'ner;l

tioll-<. Ard I 11'1\\' illl~Jlllr~ J''''l fr,Hn my l[l:'tytllnlllJ, as k·1[L'\'''1'6 in lllY. 
Il'm'iJelJI'c', til rl,,\',,'.c Sllllle l'ortillll (If yuur illl.'l',',e'il',l wealth til the arl

Y'llll'C'lllC'llt of Iii\, cali,C' in tItL' w, 1':1. lilliH yllur l'aih,'ays, but buiU 

,:1", my l'hun-h; ld my kiuS,I')11l t''-\Yell'll, which all thin~s bend, ell
g;-Igc 11101'C of yuur luoHey, ]l1 l )1'L' of yUUl' l·.nt21'1tl'~zl·, auJ Inut'h Illure of 

yuur alfediulls, ,ulIl I ~hall Hot l]:\\,l' l'lc'a,lt,cl with YUIl, llO1' sh'lll yun 

hal',· k'.'ll ,'iik,l in vain. Fill'tlly, llly dearly lwlo\'l,.l in (,hri_t, this 

h~;L"Y aflli<"tilln In, (';tnied ),.,·iT:IH'lll: llt i:ltu su many families in the 

l'r')Yl1l'(" and mlc,l t:ll' ','I'i' of allgnioll in ~" ld'l,}'Y homes of onr dC'ar 
{,'JU'ltr:;, t!l.it Wl' 1ll:1'it ],C:'; ld tlli~ l'ilLnui:y as :\ atiuHal ; Id us thew
fure with IIwUi'nillg, bmclltatillll, awl lL'c'iJ ImlJdity, turn nlltv the 
Ln]'.l who hath vi"it~J Lt., ill His dl.-;plea -;l\l'~, :md ~el'k to be rl'.'tll1'cd 
to hi, fnY'Jr, L·:t U:; ',\'it;1 ;t h'cart:'dt <:U!1i'ict;"ll of onr ~infulllcsS, aHlI 
m 11'1.1lill~:;S, awl ~")r~l'tfnlllc'i'i of G,,:l our ;'-:ayi'lUr, make onr prayers 

H1itll Eim ill the' bll,!:'la:;e of the PS:llllli,;t, "Turn u~, 0 God of uur 

,,:LivatiIlH, and (',ll"O tlline alJC;L'r t~I\Lerd~ u;; w ('ca.,c. ,Vilt thou nut 

L",j\'" n.-', ,tg,lill, that thy r"'"~lb ill.lJ' ;-:-jui,'" ill thee (" :-ih"w u, thy 
lili'r:T, 0 Lord, md cr;,llt u.' t11)' ~alvati()n. 

c\ll thc"c, 6y bles~iJl",. In' a~k iIi t}L' name of our auur:tblc Lurd 
:ml Illll:: ~':LYiuur, .J (,SUd l'hri~t. Amen. 
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