
l\1R. TAGG:\I?T'S 
ADDRESS TO illS CONSTITUENTS, 

ON THE SUB J E C T 0 F I AI PRE SSM l!. X T $1. 

To the Citiz;en,~ £!f ,71f/I,~lwrll1tsfff.~, parfir1l1arlu oj Ihe district 
whirl! I Iwu tlte honor to rcpl'eswt, 

FELLOW CITIZEX~-

IX a ~iltl:ltion of fhe ('llllnh',V rliffi','pn! (,'om ito!' pr(\o. 
spnt, I slioulllllul I~:l\" :.:,ilt'u «'iii,,'" ,'tlU \II' UI,v~{'Jrn,e Irollhle 
or Ihi!! addr'pss, Bllt i!1 tht' PI','s"nl ,,':lson of "PI'il, invohf'd 
as we a,'e in a war II hil'h, how f,'I' it ilia." P"OVf'. rllj"nu, to 
0111' lIest intere!;ts <I,;t n:diol) it i~ i:I'~I","i!tlt', at thi' fillll', :.0 
fort's!'e, stan(lin;; :" [ d" in th •• t pttl'!!I' ~!allon ih II hil It ,VIIUP 
pal'lhlily IHl~ I't'pt':dl'dly phl('ed 1111', [ thflll~l" it :I dill) to 
p,'psent YO'I with a f('\~ t)"sl'n:ltilJlI~ fll) ,h., state "I /III' Il"­

tilln, h is \\1'11 k';ol\1) tir:,' 1 halt' IIniftll'DlI." f)pr"~,',1 ,l'e 
'prf'sent IVai', as wt'11 as all th",e p",·,i ... ,. skps "hit,1; have 
led til It, 'Vha/eH'" Inl~ pitht'I' the n. 1111"1' or t'xlpl,t of 11,6 

i.ljul'ies we had rel'.ehl'd fl'OIll tIle ,Iifi',t,'nt IH"Ui;';fl't'IIIS, [ 
vi,",vt'd Iht'U1 as 1;1'0\\ ing out (If t Iw 1'I''''t'llt 1\'1" ill EU"upe; 
a W,II' p,'uhahl~' "oth in lt~ {''(t P lll allll ill the 1!;'(',a1 ('\('rll~ ond 
illlp(lI'tanl "lllbC(lIIf'I1Ct'S of whil'il it has "1'1"11 1H',u.lul·tht', Ull. 

paraIlelptJ iIi mudern limes, and that tht'st' injll"il's WOII!d 
e"a3~' of CIIIII'Sl', OR OW I'dur'n or II{',U'P, 0 .. ,- neull'a' Siflld­

tion gave u~ lIIany advanta~ps, and. altlll/ugh \\ (' sultt-I'I'd 
SOIlI{:' IJlll'lial ilJeollveuif'J]c,'s ("'0111 Ilw mulilal en£'rlla('llIIwllts 
of th" diff!'i't'llt lH'lli;:;I'j'('lIts, I l'un3itl"ITd it /ltudl IH".tp,' 10 
b(~a(' with those IJal'lial alill t",mpol'ar.v I'vii-:. tlr<tl) to 1'1I~h into 
a {'onai'" of whiL·h Wt~ c""lIl {'all'ulate ncillH"r tlH' ('xlt'nt, 
the ctlnseqllt'ncc,; t() OUI' indpl)ellllerll'e and Jiftt'l'l;"S, nOl' tl1l3 
duration .\I,v IH'es~nt inlelliia" is nllt to ('ntt'r Oil an iuvl'sti­
gatiol! of, t'ilht'r th .. .i list il'(' (JI' poli,'y of the pl't'seut wa,', or' 
to inllul;;e ill ('U:i.it'(·tlil·('~ ahout it~ probahle j~w .. , ROIJIf' oi' 
my idt'<lS on this sultjet't, ,uhlllitted at ltit' I'I .. SI' of thp Ia~t 
st'~sitJn. at'I" now 'It'l'ul'{' tIl(' [lublh', I1u\\ far tilt'"I' ('o'ojee­
tUl'CS have 1I!'t'u vel'ifieH bv fallS, is nhl'illils to Iho~e wlto I".\-e 
paid "ar'lil'ulal' attention" 10 the pa.,~ill;; ('vents of Ihp. last 
call1;lai~n, Jh OUSt"I'V"t iou" "ill he cuuIL,,',1 to ont' single 
)Joint. viz. tlr. j,J1I'I'l,.s~rlll'lIl of ScamI'll. 1"1'''5 othel' Dldlpl' 
in d:spute hl'tll'een the I II II filil iOih IJl'iJO;!,', ill I hI' \ inl' (If the 
,r,'esi1lc.ut, 50 rat' l'c~ll,H';i out of :.he Via) il~ t.) O.'iiOSC no ill-' 



Sjlrmountable oLst3cle to an amiral.l(' 311jnstmpnt; as aPP(,31'1 
from the message and dorllntents eOOlOlllniraled 10 rllo!!:I't"s 
at the COmIDf'nl'CllIenl or thc ,e-silln. I. i~ not my inlell.iof] 

,to vindieate the BI'iti~h pr:H"i(,t, of irnpl'e,,,ing st'alllt·n. II 
that can he done, it is thr hllsinl'~" of .h6se \\ ho prac.i; r it. 
I IDt'an to spr:lk of thl" pr:lI'ti('e as it i". III Jeasl !'o far as the 
United Stales are lIft ..... ~('!ed hy it. nonp;hl 10 exlenuatl". and 
"()\I~t.t to set down in 1!I:lli('c. It is a \,1I1~ar (,l'I'or indlls­
h'ioush 1·;"('ulal('(1 b\' !;oOl(,. 111:lt GI'cat. Rl'itain ('Iaill'~ .he 
rj~ht of impre~sing A meri('a~l ('iliz(,lls. Rhe ('Iaims nil !'u('h 
rj~ht~ and h:IS ilnal'iably profe~sed a \\illillgness 10 nl(~ase 
lIu"h or that (,hal'a!'ter liS may ha "e 1)I'('n impressl"!. on ex­
bihiting proof of their (·itizrmhip. Sht' (,laims 11)(' I'i~hl ot: 
demanding and impr('ssil1~ hI'!' own sram(,lI. whl'lI found on 
board of n('utl':.!.l mer('hant ships. Th(' cOllfl'OHI'''~' on (his 
lIut1jr(.t b('tw('en the two govcl'nllll'nts. serl1ls thel'l'fol'(l to he 
"i,'cums(wibl'd wit!!in H'n nal'l'ow Jimijs. The United Statrs 
say they dOll't want 10 ~;,'otC('1 0" (,him B"itish st'amt'n iq 
tbeir serviel.". G,'rat nl'ilain savs slit' wlInts no se!illwn from 
liS only those who ;U'C hel' (lW'; ~lIhjt,t·'~' One would natu­
rally suppose that no adequate l'HUSe or war', or any insupe­
rable obstacle to aN amil'ahle settl('mf'nt of diflic'lIlti('s, rould 
possibly arise on sm,h a nil'(, point as this, There may be 
stilI some grounds of dispute on the question who ar'e to he 
considl'red as Am(,l'icar. ('itizens. ~eitheJ' Gr('at Britain or 
any otht':\' Em'ollsan nation, I h('licYe aIlGws the right ofl'x­
patriatioll. R('guia(ions on this slll~jcct. partil'ularly with 
rt'gard to seafaring people, are ral'ticulal'ly sh'ict. In FI'anl'e 
nnder the former dynasty, the s('aman who. eVI'1l in a time or 
peace, should abandon the sel'Yice of hi~ {'ollntl'y wilhout 
leav(', and l'ngage in the emilloyment of a foreign ml'l'('II',I1I, 
w::s liable not only to hr J'el'laimed by I'of're, but also "lib­
.It'\'tl'd to punishment, ~fld I know not that thc'!' regulations 
3re altel'ed. 01' that she pa~, :.n,\' regal'd to an aet of natm'al­
izatioll by a fOI'l'i~n gOH'I·nlli(,1J1. In the rnit€d States all 
fort"igner's art" considered as (·itizens \V 110 ha,'e eomplil'd witit 
thl> IH'II\isions of OUI' naturalization law. As it respects sra­
men, llOwenr, this ('an 1.1(' Ii" C11~i~ct of very little conse­
(jlll·oe£'. A fOl'eignrr roming into this country in the charac­
fer' of a seaman. and eonl inuing to follow the seas as his con­
s,tant or usual employment, ('an not hccome a citizen aooOl'd. 
ing to I h.., true intent and meaning (If the present naturaliza­
tionlaw of th(' Uuitl'd Stal..,s, whi{'" ('(,quires five years r'e­
sitlenet: in the counlry pl't~violl~ to his becoming naturalized. 

_ 'I'hert: is only one "lass to whi('!a this ('an apply, amI if there 
s.l'e any of this des(·l'iiltion. I heline th('ir numh('r to he ex­
tl'eOle), smaJl, I mean smlh as have resided in the country a 
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suHi(~ient length of time to herome C'jjj:l~ns, and afterward.s 
bC'tako themselves to the sea rOl' an employlllrnt, 

It j, Ihel'el'lIre a mistaken id~a that this [waclice is either 
Dovel'lr pee-nijar to G,'cal Ikilain. The I't'g'nlahons of Franee. 
w,' have seen to be IH:'l'uliarly seVt'I'''' on the sul~j!'{'t, as apl)I>ars 
from SP~el',tI ,'rlich; i,S'Icd 1"'0111 lillie til tilll!', 1'1'0111 t1H~ year 
f650, if not f,'om pel'ious still mOI'(' em'I," down to the era. 
of the 1'''llUhlie. TIll' s:\Ine pr:·I('I iet' has lwcn I'ecogllisetl &'y 
stalOJliil~ regulations of G,'eat Britain, al Ica.,t as fal' hack as 
the yt'::I'16.f.:J. .\ulhol'iti{'s to that effe('t havf\ been recent)1 
laid /)t'f()re the puhlie. a cifati!'lll of ",hi,,1l would prolraut 
tl,,'se 1'''lm-ll'k~ beyotHI theil' inteude!1 limits. Dul'illg the pl'e" 
sent W:.tl' in EUI'U(lC, this I'nelil'I' ha~ been pl'ubaLly mOl'e 
commun thail ill any fUI'lIJl11' pel'iud, The rl'ason, without 
doubt. is thai. du,'in~ this pel'iod, a ~I'ei"l'l' number' of HI'i. 
tish Sl~anll'n haye fOllnLl IIIt'allS to sheltel' tht'IIlSelvl's uudel' a 
n\'lIfl'al flag. Thi~ ',\'01., (he til'st tillIe ill whil'll it affected the 
Ullited Stat~'s as an in:lepelHlent naticdi, That the)' han,IH'l'o 
mOl'e alfc('ted by it than any utlle'l' nation has aI'i,en fl'om 
theil' ~p~aking flw sanlt' Iangua;;l', and 1"")111 such a si:nihll'ity 
of manners and (".,tOlllS, IllOl'e slt'ikitlg ptl'ltapS among sea· 
f.u'in.~ people. than alllUI1~ fhose or all~ ()t!rel' desl'l'iption as 
renrlel's it almust impossible tet discl'illlinate, Had either­
}<'r'"n('e or Sl'aia been' the 1"'Utl':!! WlJiell \ia~ ('al'l'~'illg on a 
Iur,'ative eOlllmel'('e. the EII;~li"h ~,lilol' ('(mId not have taken 
refuge on bO:lI'd ti""ir shi;.s, williout I.will~ liallie to almost in­
St.lllt (Irtection. BlIt on board of an .'.lIIel',(',an .,Ilii) it is al-
1lI(),;( j,n!l;)so;iille to di,(ill;"lii,h :li:n from IIlIe OrOlll' lIali"e sea-
1111'11. It is Il<llul',t! tor a '~:."I1all to pl'dl'r pea(·t' to Wi;I', tbe 
quid pUl'suib ot' Coilldlt'\'Ce on Lual'd oi'a Ill'utl'al, to the dan­
g(~r's illl'ide,., to the se'· ... ie(· 00 houl'd a shi:1 01' the line 01' a 
r.'i;;ak TId" !J1'I'rl'('enC~' ;;in!n to tht' ~el'\'ice. connerted with 
that lIolll'ishing state of the Amel'icall commerce, which ('na­
ble:! tile 1I11'!"~'!I,,"1 to give such high WU!)t's to seamen, held 
out SIIl'h lH)\\('I"/'lIl ir1llu(~ements to HI'ifish saillll's, as prevailed 
upon va ,( 1111111 h,'"s to auandun t h"i,' COUlltl'Y ~lIHI 10 sl~di employ­
n1t'llt 00 huad or Amc'.'i(·an shiv>. POI' several years pre­
villUS to Oil\' aduption of the I-t'stl'idi\"e sy,tl'llI, whieh gave a 
eht'ck to commel'cial cntcq)J'ise, the nlllllhl'l' of fOl'eign sca­
m(~Il, (ll·ineipally Bl'itish, who have been ill the AmlH'ie:.1I1 em­
plo,Yo Ita ve heen computed to a\"rJ'age nut less than 20,UOO. 
It eallllOt be df1l1icII that the withdrawing of so lal'ge a num­
ber ora rlass (Jf people. Ileeess<lry in the pl'esent situation of 
the countJ'y to her "'I'Y existence as an independeut melion, 
was sueh a sCl'ious injlll'Y to Gl'eat Bl'ilain as, if conlinued, 
must !;I'eally diminish hel' powel', lesst"1l hel' sceul'ity, and evea 
put hel' safety at hazard; an evil whiuh prolJaul, there is nc 
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Dation in the world which. situated liS she i!l. ,,'ollM not bke 
8uIIJr measure~ 10 1I,'evl'lIt. If tlwr"t;!I'P Ihl' qnn,ion ~llollld 
be asked why she re~or'(pd 10 the (wa{'lict' of illll,,'/'ssin;: sea­
DlI'n fr'om 011 board Olll' ships, the alls\,,'r is a plain ont'o It 
is becallsl" thollsanlls of her selira ring SlIldl'('ts a,'e on hOlll,d 
of our v{'Issels, to he,' 1112nif«'st injlll'Y and damage, sllt'lLer't'd 
under A llIe!'h'an p,'utetti"n" and, for that rraslln. elainwd 
as AIOf'I'ican ciliz('ns ; aDd th( "f' is no ar'rangeOient whereby 
sIll' can reclailU Ihem in any othe,' way. I tlo not m/'ntion 
this tojll~tir.\' Ihe p,'aetire of impres~ment. hut to shuw what 
that l)I'lwtif'eis, and what has givf'1l rise to it It is impruc­
ticahll~ from any dO('lIlIl!"nl!' "ilhillll1Y "f'ach. to asrel'tain the 
number or sellll~en who 11,1 H' J)f't'n a("iua Jly impressed fl'om on 
boal'lI of Ame"iean ships. silH'e the c'"mmrnl'enH'nt of the 
p"l'sent wa,' in Europe. and. could tbat dilli('ult)' be remond, 
fl still greater would al'is,'. in detel'lIlinin~ \\ hat proportion of 
tlwstl are bona fide AlIll"'icans, Y;u'iolls ('ircllmslances how. 
~Vt'r', havf' indut"N) nll' to hl!lif've thaI tht' number, parlil'u­
l'II'ly of real Anlf'l'icans. has hCf'n by rarover','atl'd. As a ge­
neral rule Hll" "pl'al'l'nt magnitud!' of ohjf'l'ls inl'l'('ases as 
)'ou approach tlwm, and diminishes in 1}I'0I~u"tioA a8 the ,Iis­
tance fr'om thf'1Il is incl'eased, The suhjt"(,t of impl'essnlt'nt 
bas a diift'rent e/fect upon the oplil's. Viewed at a distance it 
;ll)lle~rs to ,,1': an oldect of v:lsl RllIgnitlHle hut diminishes in 
Pl'Qjlor'tiun as you al'pl'oal'h it,. A nalural and obvious cnquiry 
is 10 what parts 0" s('ctions of the United States do these 
mullitudes of seamen helung? '''I\t're al'(, theiI' fl'iends, con­
neelions anI I families. fr'om \~hi"', flu'y have been 101'n, and 
for" hieh so IlIlwh syml)athy has "e('n ('XIII'essed? We cannot 
expect tu find tht'm in Kenlllck~'. Tl'lInessl'e, Ohio. or any 
whe,'e west of I he Allegany. We will naturally I!XllCct t() 
find thern in the seaports, in places w he"e there is the most 
flommel'ee and navigation. But do 'H' find those nume,'ous 
dish'essed falllili(O!s and c'onncC'liuns tLlel't'l? Enqui,'e of' the best 
in{'ormed nlt'll in thosc plal~t's, whe,'t' you would natur'allJ ex­
pect to hear the greatest f'ltlllplaifils. and JOu can har'dly ob. 
tain information of half a dozen. w hl"'I' the prol'ol,tion of' the 
estimated IIl1mber would be at leasl 1000, This ('ircumstance 
"lone, affiH'ds str'oDg lll"cslllllpti\'e evidenec at leasr, if not 
flonelusil e pl'ouf, that:.l gl'eal m •• jol'ity of these imlll'{'~s!'d 
aeaUleu are foreigners, who, "heR the)' ul'rive in Ibc I'olllltr'y 
exeite little .Dt"rest. and when they are withdrawn, {'illll'" by 
impressment 0" otlierwi!ic, 18avt~ no TaCUUDl. One of the 
fi~st things to h,e expected in an application fOl' the disl"harge 
Qt a !Cui American seamall, would be a statement, uuthenti. 
cated lIy (IroJlfll,t"stimony, of the pa,'t or the eount"y to '" hi('h 
lw Q\:lollf:?cd, particularly the place or his bil,tb, \V here ~e \l as 



h(>st known. ani' wlH~rp 'lis ('onnN,tions, if he h:1I1 aI''''. rf'sM('l~ 
3u,'h a stat(,lIwnt, projlel'ly anilll'nlir:l h'd. ("jll'dall), "IIt'n 
fould to ('oin('ill(· witlt the nal'l'atiVl~ of the pal'ty hill!~I'lr. who 
claimed till' rel"ast', would lIP one o{' thl' stt'nngl'~t (· ... i\ItoIJ('I'S 
or his 't'in~ an Amt'l'ican, Th,',,(· :I"t' ft'w il' an,Y jn,tant'('~, 
or ap(llillatioll~ mad,' in thi~ \Va~. whil'lI have proH~(1 IIn~lIc­
el'~~rul. II"w far this ha, )11'1'11 attt'lldl'(1 to ill ~llt'h a\lpli('a­
(ions will ht' sl'l'n :to; WI' IWO('CI'() ill IIII' ('x;IInination of the do­
CIIIlH'llt~, The t'vi()t'nl'(' pl'illcipall~' ,'!'licI) on ;I~ p,'uol'. that 
a ~l'alllan i, an .'. mI'I'il':ln. i, a pl'lIte..tjon. a dnCllllll'nt g,'ant('(l 
in the til'st inst<lIIcI' lly a (,,,III'duI' of' one lIf the POI'ts, a lIola­
ry pul,lie. 0" a I:OIiSU). 01' ,'il'!' cunsul in a fU;"('ign po,'I, The 
loose ~Ilannt'l' in whidl t"('st' P"()H·(,ti()n~ arl'. ill Ihe Ii,'sf ill-
51.lIl('e ~";lntt·d. the ex""n"in' r,'I'gl'l'it's nf' tlll's(' paper's, wit if'll 
is k'lflWIl til Iw ill";H'tlsed. amI i, IlI'ilhl"'I'(',II'ainl'd 111' pUlJisl'l'd 
b,\' any h\\v. ;iI)(1 I ill' ('11I1l1ll1l1l P"\,,Ij{,t' III' hllyilll-;'. !>plling, 
anil Ikl'tel'j'l:..;' Iht'lII ;\mllllg ':lil.,f", has 1't'ntlt'I'('d thtlll dol'u­
mcnts'lI1 whil'h 1'('1')' litlll' l'e!iau('1' is ju be plaN·d, :\ III'n 
OJ' il BI'I)' II(" a dm:1'1l 11\1'11 ott a ti:II", '1i)!,I.\' 1.6 a c~ll('ctO['S uf­
fj"c fIJI' PI'utc('liun '. as \ tnt' !'i,'an sai I OI'S. PI'ures,in!; t hem~1' h ,'s 
to hI': ('itiz,'a, of the l~nit.,tI 8talt .. " Anut!JcI' Illan (,IJllally 
unknown l'Olllt'S flll'wal'lI anti S\\(',\I'S to the whoh~ dUZI'II. or 
whatt'vel' is the IIl1mhel', it lIIay 1,1', in the "Xi'l'cl"fiun ora ,i­
milar I'durn. whill'. a, is (lI'oualll." the (';"',' at tilllt'S, !toth 
api)licants, and witnl'sses, ha\','. "ilhin a fny sh~",t 1lI/,nllls, 
it lIIay be w('cks 01' t'vell days. lantJtod tiJr Ihe first tilllc UI1 (jill' 
shon's, The fOl'lllS of law bl'in;; in thi~ way l'oIHj,lied with, 
a prott-ction is granled as a rnath-r of I:UIII',f', 'Vllel't' is tho 
court of law w"ieh wOllld award a "I<taliffa sill:;lt' dullal' on 
no better Hidpl1ce thall this? Se\'eral))I'I:iill'i,~~ of tLis kind 
have been dt'tt'cted. aad 11I1"I'e exish hut lil.lle dlluiJt but 111;\$ 
nJ tllOl'C have heen COlllllliuell. It is to be lamenlt'd li.at 
snch is the state or mlll'als in our own as \It'll as othel' ('olln~ 
t!'ies, that oaths, particular'ly of a 1:l'l,t:.dil kilHI, al'e but lit lIe 
rl';;al'ded. The smuggle,' ",ho woul,llll'ilh('I' ~,,('ar away fllC 
life nur PI'Olll'I'ly of anothe!' ill a (~Olll't fit' just i"I', \\ ill, ':JHIIY 
tiall's, hl'sli'ate but little, to del','au(! tltt'rt'lClIUC, lIy S\\t'al'~ 
jug falselv in a custom house, It is I l,di,'T!' ;,;1 incontt',(i­
bl~ Ld. 'that lhe o.ths 1lI'l'sl.'l'ibt'd hy law tOl' Ihl' JlUI'pOSC ur 
oblaining III'lItectio'I" al'e fl'l'(IIII'!Illy 11111 httle I'egal'lled a-
1II00g Milol's, 'Vbell PI'I:illl'il'~ .. f this k j, III al'e dl'll'ded I h,'"u 
(' ... isls nl, Jaw cit lit'" fll' tilt' Unitl'll ~talc!; 01' oi'lhe individual 
sLites to puoish them. Tjd.~ has h('t'll aUf'ft!j.tell in some of 
tilt" states WitllOut enht, Wlten there('ol'<" tIl( '" protections 
al'e relied on as (ht' "rineil'al evil"'nl't' of (,idZt'lbhi i" alld 
when it i~ a ll111tlel' flf IHllJli(' tI"IUI'i(~ty thaI .i<:Ul"'I'P<l1I sailol S 

al'e furnisued willi t!.u.;se «OCUUlCllis, iUJlscI'iwllldlcJy with 
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Qn,.nath'~ fleamf!n, nnd tllC protf'ctiolls tl~mselvel lire rre­
qu,'nlly mel't" matters of bargain and sale among 8ailon, it 
affilrds vl'ry sh'ong presumptive eyideooe at IMst, that a grl'at 
pl'olJOrtion of t.bese im,)res:;ed seamen, although furnished 
,vith AQleri{lan lJl'oteetions, arc in reality foreigners; at ICtist 
'it is not stJ'an~e that little credit should be atta.Jlcd to HU:'ln 
1>,;' the BI·itish government. And RS~leithera boar'dingofficel' 
frolll a sldl' of war, 01' a P!'cs~ g,lI1g al'e ve,'Y nice in making 
oi-tiuelions, it is not strange if an .\mcricRn should be some­
timl'!> impressed, instead of an European. But it is time til 
)lI'u('t'f'tl to an examination or the dOllumeRts. I am sensible 
that Ihe su1tieet is a dry one; it is oflly the importan('e of 
tIlt:' rHets that wi!! afford any a(tl'quatl~ compensation for the 
11l','usal uf Hw details, Bllt as they are rarli('ulariy intel·est.. 
ing at this t!nll', 011 aeCollnt of the {wes"ot situntion of the 
(~Ulllltl·Y. I hope this will be Ii sufficient indlll'ement to give 
till'm a can/lid und impar·tial examination, although but little 
l)l~aH' "C ~houhl he dCI'in'd fl'om the Ilel·lIsal. 

I h'H'e not dt~erned it nel't'~sal')' to he ,'e,'y pa,·tielllar in the 
t'xamination of any do('nw('i\(s 011 'the ~llitied, of an older 
d,dt' .hull that t·'HHllluni('.aled .JaIllHl'·Y 19, 1805. Indeed I 
tl<ll't:~ u('ell afllc to I::y 1Il~' hands on hut olle of an older' date. 
~Iill thai is a "('Pill'. f!'om the tIt·lml·t IIIcnt or state. communi­
('lotted lUal·(,1! 11.1798. whil'" 1 h:ne gi\'en soult'what of aD 
altl'lIti\e Iw,·usa!. nut it gives 110 satbfadory illfol'matioD 
(.1" H·,t' numht'r which hall hcru imprt'ssed at that time. The 
£1'" ill'lll contailll'd in it ('HlIsists of tlw 11I'otests of 4,), differ­
(,II' st'a C31"l,ins l'(,lati\'(' to illlpl'essments f,'om vessels lIu,ler 
1!t~il'l'ornlJland, to the clImher of 79 seam,.o, of .hese 35 al'e 
said to he Amel'icans; 23 nnknonll to what nation they be­
IOIl!!:,'d; 9 B"i.hh 8,,1I';(>I'/s, ~lnd ttl(' I·l'siuu .... of'lliffer'cnt for(,ig& 
ron lions. Only 16 w" .. e sail! to he fUl'uished "ilh protections,. 
about an equal number' with .. "t p,·otections. and a majority of 
the "hole not 1.:Ilo\'l·n wlit'li;e,· they Itad or h:lIl no. pI'otec­
finns. Nine of t ht' numbel' \H'I'" jml'l'f'~st'd by F,'enl'h ·ves. 
sels; A seeMtll ilem conlains the r'dlll'IIS of the ('01l,,(·tll('9 
01' the se\;el'ul florts. hilt IlI"inC'il)ally fnlnl tbost' of !\ew Yurk 
And PhiladelplJia, yiz, 60 by the eolll"(!tor of' Philaddphia, 
120 hy M,·, Lamh and Mr'. ~am!s, collectors ill HI('l.'es~ion of 
the port of' ~cw 'flll·k. and 11 fl'om lither eflllet·tor·s, III the 
tI'hll'IJS of (l, .... eollec(or of Philadelphia. olil)' 11 aJ'e stated 
to be Ameril'an l'iiizens, and the "('maindt,(, I'al't ll"itisb, [llll't 
of se\'{'r'al neutral natiolls, lSuflh liS Sw{'.des. Uafle&. Fl'lmch. 
lI'\('n. Dutchmt'll aud Pnlssianli, and pal'! IInkllown. Besides 
th'se, mentiuDI is Ilia Ill' of two ,'{'ssels. one (';Ij tilled by tbe 
FI't'n<·h. and ~!:t~ olher by thc'English.in "ldc,1; alltlu"handl 
\\:f'l'tI hlken oul. t'lf tl}e :120 "clul'ned by the 5UA:cessive col. 



icfttol's of Nl"w York, 48 are saili to l,e Amerimms, SO to ~.'e 
n!'iti~'1 811:';,·.-1" all.:) t.he remailltJereiiherunknown.or.Hr 
di!f(:'I'cnt European natiolls. Snlll!' of tht's!' wel't" drtaii1l'd 
only a rt"IV (lays; 2-l of the impl'rs~mt'nts IVere h,'\' Fl'rlll'lI n's. 
Sl'!~. or the 11 I'ehll'nrd by tlte 0111('1' '>OJ!twtOl's. ~ W('I'~ s~id 
to be Englishmen. ;; 1o be 'de/alnl'c! only thrpp (hy', tlw "e. 
Inainder no remarks. N. B. These ,'etl/I'ns (II' t1!P ('oll,'c:tflf's 
inr/tldes the p.'ineipal part oj tl,e sallie (':.s; ~ ('''lllaill!',1 in the 
Pl'ott'sts of the (·il!lt.tins, In the ye;lrs 1 i91;-fl7 a Ja,'got' fil'i­
tish fleet by in thl:' 'VI'st IlIlli('s, anl!, 1'''1' a ti ,w. illi,)I"'\l<;­
mt"nls \~'!'re fl'1'(1ul-01 in that qU:ll'tel'. Bllt HIf' illterpo~ilion 
of :\11'. Talhot, ag('nt 1'01' t.he J'('lief of A IIwl'iean sl'a lIIen. and 
1\11'. Craig. his a'i~i~lant. 103 sramen ",P('C {lisl'hal'g,'!I, ami 
t1lfl rractiee of impress'ncnt ill that qua('lpl'. ill a gl'eat 1111':1-
!1ure stopped, How gr'C'at a num(,er' W~HI l(~:f, was (H'u!Ja'/!.V 

unknown. Of the rcal Americans, thc Illlmht'" S('I~IlIS not to 
have been gl'eat. I find also 111'0 lists (If appli.'utio!,~ '.\ 1,1dl 

had heen t,'ansferretl to a!;ents in LOIlII!)n. amounting to,~dh,,1' 
to 'hOt. For one of whit,,, allpli(~atiflll had 1I('('1l rr.::d" for 
theil' relea!!", fly ~Ir, Pinkne,V, allll till' otlwr hy :,\1", Kill~, 
sucers"ive ministers at London. The hll~ill!'~~ was II'Cln,f','I·. 
red to ~ll'. LNIOX. ~\gpnt fllr the ,'elipf of rl\'i.soner'~. \~ ho 
states that a numbp,r, Iw ncith~r states theil' n:1mes, f101' how 
many, had been releas(,d Iwifll' ttl his al'plication. ann f,'oll1 
the same name OC('u"!'il'lg S~wl'!'al tirn~s, he was llllcel'taill 
whether they were the namc~ of the samC!H' (If tlilfel'l'nt in­
divilluals. The ('esult of ~ll'. Lt'nox'" :.tppliral!llo is not 
stated, nor how uHny Imtllterll Iwfol'e liucratt'11 Oil tIll' :tr'pli­
cation of :\{1'5SI'S, Pinklll'Y alill King. Hut it (illlllw,;. Ilmt 
thi5 numu~r 401, !!elluI·ting th(,I'l'lhnn the lIumb"I' l'dt'as('d 
Iwio .. t() :'lIt-. Lenox's <ll'\lli,,<t'itlll, amI tho~t' "~!\'.I,,'!l on hi .. 
al'plil~ation. cont'lin a li~t of all the eaS!'5 thel~ kIlU\v!l to the 
agent at London. It is ilOl'!""ihle f,'um .hi!; ,lo!'lIl!lcnt In 
come at any thing like an exact result. NIII' is il m"h'I'ial 
t.,waf,ds m;lking an estimate or till' IlUWIWI' W!IO lIlay lit' !:~'­
taint'.!1 at this I i me. Bt:eause w lIa level' tlmt n u III 1/;'1' III i ~ht 
hr. so far a~ it was known, it was l.rl'u~ht fl)l'I'\',H(I, alHl ,hI" 
names includt'<J in Slw(,(','din;:; npplit'atiofls. The only point 
of view in whit'b it would he illwfJ)'fant. WOllltl 1)(' to ::,t,(,:,t:tin 
the uumlJer whi('h had been dis~'ha"~I'd III,jlll' t:. 1 !tat. l'Hi"d. 

As the document of Jannat')' l!l, 1.",0.7, 1)I·~ins. as it Wfrr'. 
a ncw era 011 t.he ~1I'\ie{·t, as it i~ t!,c (il'sl w!ii,,11 aO('tlipls :UIY 
thin~ like <l list 01' illlllf'cssm(,lIh; a!lil. ,()~.,thl'r witll suh,l'­
qu~nt d'lf'lIl1lcnts, (',olllilrises nil t iii: iol ~fI!'lII'li ion to he ohtai:]. 
ed. I have t'xaminer\ them witil :. I "~I,i.lt'I';d,le d"~I't'c of 
attention, and drawn sncll eondusitlils \ll:; apl'c'Ii·~tl 10 DIe 
Girl.)' to follow. 
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'this rrport wa" mild .. to eot:l!:;,res!! .January 19-. 1805, pur .. 
suanl 10 a resolution of' the hUllst' of rl11ll'esenlalin's of fhe 
191h of the PI't't.,t1it!;.;' XO\'t'llJbel', 'flit' fil'sl item ('onsisls of 
a li"t of tlw names of 218 st'allJl'n. fol' whose release appli­
cation had heen malle. in tht, lil',t instanl'e to th~ departrllt'nt 
of statl". So rar as thl·Sp. instant'l'S hav!' \Iny date, .hf'y t'X­
tl'iHI fl'o\ll .Tanu:q '" 1.,'. 1791) lu ()rtobl'v 11, IS0,i,; 79 haH~ a 
date as~i~nt'li. 139 \' ifllllut dalr. 

Thp '1'l'ond item ('ontaills a list of 1!j38 I'ases in ",hil'h ap­
p1il'ati()11 I:ad hel'n lII;-lIle 101111" hoal'" of admir'alt~'. 1'01' the 
relt'a~t' 01' SI'alllt'n h,v Ut'ol'~e W, hvinl'. E,rJ,t:niled Stall'S 
a~cnt ,\ t Lonllon, TIII'~e al'plil'at ions \1 ert' made be. \\ een tile 
()I'v,ill!lin~ of i\brl'l. 1803. anll .he hiler (,llll of AU!:;,lIst 1804. 
or lite'l'a[lpiil'aliom Iltl' re~ult is ~i\'t~n, This is Il,e I'om­
DH'III'I'ml'nt of' that nllnilH'r'. \1 hidl h:.s. from tillle to tillie, 
ae('IHlllrll,tl'd '0 G:!.;7. o/'a ntl mlll'l' wljidl has beell so often pr'int­
cd in s'al'ing n1l'ilals 1'111' lit .. 1IIII'pose 1If' ('r't'ating all ('x('ite­
J!Jt~'lt. allil 1(, illll'l"'S~ I iii' ptlhlie \\ itll .he Iwliet til at chis nllm­
Ln' at 11,:,,1, "I' I'eal :\III1'I'i('an~ \\ as at Ihis 1I10tllent f"H'('illly 
dd,lilll'!1 on huaJ'd Ih .. Bl'ilisl~ fle,'t I "a~e noj eX3uliued 
r:lI,ti('"lady \I 1It"!hpl' ::11. Itl' what IlI'Olllll'lion 01' tht' pre(,t'd­
inr. nO:lIh('I' of' ~t S is illl,Jl1Ill'd in this list of'15.')8. SIIIlIt' of 
tl!l'm untlouhletll., al'e, alHI J.y 1'"mp:Hingtlat,·s. a gr('at (IN,por­
ti .. n of. h"1II m"~ lit' ~o inl'! udl'd, It i~' how('v(,I'l1erfl'CcI~ iro­
Dlall'l'i,,1 to IIH' pl·p~('nl t'l~rl"il'~'. ,,1It'lhl'" cllt'Y al'e 01' al'e not 
so inelilll!'d. h"(';i:I,P alllh,' n:'IIlt's so r'('pol'\l'd ~H'e eithel' eon­
tailll,ll in tll;, 01' ill 501111' latel' li~t of' applications, a!l a mattt'r 
01' ('OIiI'Sf', POSfl'l'iol' III ~h'. 'I'alho!'s a~f"II('y in the We~t ]n­

di,'s. II lII'i IIg I he Je31' 1 i!li. although ('onsula.' agents in Jamai­
ca. "('por'ted ('el'lain ('a,e, Ill' ill'l"I','lIIent to the deparlment 
ul' slate. ~d "ith HiC 1'\I'I'ptiliti or tile ill"tanctl~ of dis­
cllarge, wade by Ihp ('()llImalillil~g ()fficel's of the JaJnuiea 
stat inn, as soun as hl' h('tame u('qllaintt'd wilh t.he ('jn'um­
Slancl's. WI' fillll no JllI'nlion mad(' of any diseIJ~u'g('d. only 
Sill'll as "HC tlll'nu~h t h ... insll'ulllentality ()f thl' :Igt'nl ut 
J~onllon, These upplil'ations, whetllf'r' madp in the li,'st in­
shIm'" Co tilt' deparlllll'nt of' slatc, or'lty fl'it'nds at homt' elllY.­
Il'Inni('aled to Ihat d('pa .. " .. en., or nHlde 10 eoostlls or "ice 
(·III,;.nl", in flJrl'i~n pot'ts. It~' t'ithpl' fht' pal'lit'i. their' fl'it·nd~. 
()J' Ihe tOlptains of' Ihe ships fr'olll "ht'nt'e takt'n. Wl're, in Ille 
Ja~1 l'e!HII'I, tl'ansmitted 10 the ag('nt in London. anll thl'ough 
him. application was made in Iwhalf ot' hi~ gov('('nmenl. to 
tllat ()f Great Bl'itain. Thl'! idt'a of swt'lling Iht' flumht'I' of 
impJ'esslIlt'nts, hy "('presenling the IiSls ('ontained in Illest' do-, 
('!lflll'nls liS thl' Dll'l'e I't'flu'ns 01' ont' agent, amI l'l'asoning in 
thi~ way 11m! if tLle refUl'DS of a single agent amount tu 6000 
amI upward, how !;reat UllIst be the aUlouut of th,e '" hole. 
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hils nQ lilllo,latio!)" in "art. By allorting this m{)dt": or rf':t. 
!lOning. a[1I1 mlllti(ll,\'i!l~~ illlpl't"ssmcnts in this way, wt" "",y 
in 'I'~ase the amounl 10 'lO,OOO. III' 10 any numh .. ,· of 111011-
san Is on whil'h a ft·j·till' illI'l~illation llIay t'IIII(O~e to fix, The 
.'uth i" that 0 ... a~I'nt al L""lloII was tilt' ~(OIt· a~t'nt in thi" 
b'l,illl",s, 'I'll IJi8 I) Ii,·,' Iht' ill'int'ii,al,';'I·t 01' Iht, a:'"licali .. ns 
WCI'C tI'<lIl,miltl't! i·\ Iht" /i[·,f in'lalll· ... antI tllllso> o['I!?;illl,lly 
made at olh~I' 1,laf'l's \\('rt' Iransmitlt'll nll'l'I' ill Ihc la-I I'C­
sort. and wl' haV{' nil t",ill"I]('I' Ihal inlol'lll:'lIioli I,:IS I ... en "c­
Cl"il'ed hy any dt'val'llllt·nt.llf' Ih" IIIIPI'I'''slrll'nl 111';; .,ill:,-It, iIl­
dhillU\II \I IlflSI' nallJf' is not illl·llld"11 in .;llIlIl' or Ih,'s" li~ts. 

Tht'st" 1;;J~, aplln",lli""" al'(' nllt 10 ll(' I'llnsidl"'ed ::s a -",f(,_ 

IDl'nt or the lll'rdst" nil III lie I' or i III III "~'Illl'nts or \\ hil':' il.r,.". 
UHfilln hall hel'n ololailll'd. It I·I'I: .. ('~ to Ih' nLII"h'.'I· or ,,;,;·,'i. 
entio'is made al difli'l'I'ul tiulcs. alit) is I1HIlIe' ('lit ill litis \\:1/. 

A\'lllh'ation is malle at a :1;t"lil'ltla,' time rtll' Ihl' I'd.,:"" III' a 
eel'lain ""IIl!lel' of seamen \\ h .. ~e nallIt's al'c Illt'Itli"lIt',L ,\. 

part IIf tht' nllIllUI'I' i ... di,r·lJ'II·~,'tI HI'lIl'd .. rt"fllh Ill' ,;i,I'II,11 ;;t·tI. 
anrl the r{'ll',lsc or ILl' '·l'lIlai".!"I·, rOI' ('('I'lain "1';,''',,,. if: ('I" 

delayed 01' J'efll~ed, The applil'alillll is "I'II"\H,d .:11,; fl. ir 
n;lI1l1~S again pl'eSl'I!I.'t! a st"f'(J(HI, anti if ilia,' I", a thin: ,If' 

fllllrih tilll!', ('OIl,,('(,It~,1 ~ilh a IlIlIullt'r of new iljl;.li,'alill"'" 
This ('OIU<',U' is (wntilllll'd until a l'dl'oiSe i~ "itl"'I' (.I"I:"II!',l or 
the allplil'alion ahandolll'd. 011 1'\1'1',' !'('lIl'wal .. i' tilt" uppli­
ralion the nallle is l'I'ill~f,·tl'd, an!! this gOI', 10 ~'H:l lIlt" list. 
'1<'01' example IV .. tilld tilt' 11:111,1" 0/ \\ illiam HI'/)\III ~"hH'll{"d 
to :'\IIS 25,,\. tOij7. l:~3·-Williant r~r'll': \tJ~, ,,';':'.. I U)J., 1143. 
1~1J.1-Jllh'l Rill·low :\illS. 1i60.1L'H'.1~ii.li·io-.J'111lI DIILIl 
1\0". L!89. 1 i07. 1500, 15Jj,-thal thf"~t, nUlllhel's I'dale (0 
the ~ame illilividual, aud nOI to ulbl.'l·s of tlte S·HIit· nanll' lIP­
Iwars fl·OII.l tillS, Ihat \luel, .. diftel·eut iudiviilu:.\>,ul' 'ht, ~ame 
name oCI'ur. a DOlt' of lIistilll'lion, ~ul'h as 1st. 2e1. S.t. k(,. i~ 
u~elJ. Tlltwe arc ~:'t'\I'I'al WillialJl 61'1I\V1I~ SfJ dislill!;lIi&iled. 
but thl's!' nUlllhfl'S are affixed t., the ~alll(, \\ illialll HI'own. ami 
so of lIw Ot"~I'S, In tile tlocumrnl IIndl'l' ('(lIIsidl'I';lIil>n \\6 
have a lisl of 1~35 m.lIlt's a1lliJaht'licall, HI'I'allf;'(',L EVfl',V 
name in thl' list of 1538 alJpli,'ations i~ included in that of 
1235, In 203 in~lanl'c~ I filld tllll liame Jlt'r'~un nuIII bt'J'Nt 
more than Ol[('.l', in tL, 1Il01'(:'! thlln Iwil.'f'. in2t 1Il01't' til'·m ,hl'('\) 
times and two nalllcs (IC('IlI' attal'llt'd to live nllluhl'l's {'.wh. 
It is iIl1i'0ssible til ascl'l·tain how II1111·h till' nlll .. IJI'I'~ ill SIIllIe 

of the lisl~ a,'e swellell io this wa\, wilhollt 111111'\' ruillUle ;:t­
teotion than J IHne leisure 1101 bestow. PI'olJahJy ~lIl1Je or 
thcm onr fourth. 01' it lIIay he lIeal'1y Ill' quite Ollt' 'til i,·,'. 1 n 
18.9 instances Olilnlion is made of the ('ity "I' tOWIiJ to wLith 
thll! 1II'1'SIIn impl't's'ied \Vas s:.id to belong, :1011 in 580 olh('1" 
6aijCS the Mlate Dll:l'eh is nol il'l'd. Iii .ii".!(J imtant:cs tlle liwe 

• R 



10 

ot impressment is rnenlionl'd all"oll~h fl'eqllentl,. with 1M 

mort' Ilr""i~ion than mp,·p' ,. to notil'e the ~·t'llr: am' in SH­
easf'S notic·(, is takt'll of' ttw "L·,·,' 0" r::rti"III:II' qllartel' of 
th,' wOI'1II in whirh it h:IlHJr'~tI'lf. "1 somelhing more than one 
IlH/f of fill' (':\'II'S no "wntion wh::h'vl'r 'S made or ',he p/ON' 
.0 w"if'h t hI' nal'tit'!! ')f'long'l'fJ; in afraf'tinn more Hlan (Jne 
thil' t'itlwr th .. ,1:1,'. Mlonth 01' ::t'ar of the in'lI\'",sllIf'nt is 
ml'l14ionpd. and in !lonIPthing- Ip~s than one fll\ll'th, 'loti" .. is 
tRk.'!} of the pia".,. In t"o~t' ('a~(" whpre .he ph('p i~ JIlPn­

tjlloNI fher'" o('Pur comrarativeh hilt ~ few in~fanf'Ps in whh·h 
it eould havl' hl't'n [ll't'vt'nt .. d, had eH'n tltt' !II'flad /lI'im·ir1f' 
offh .. fhl~ p,'ott'eting all \\ "0 sail unclt'I' it bern adopfl'd, (;f 
the whole nllmher' 3j.~. not mo.'!' than 8 ttl' 10 wel'p imprps­
sed at st'a, or whilt' in Ole illllI1f'lliatt' lll'osecution of I/wit' HlJ­
agt'. In('luding thlls(' impl'('ssl'fl in the ehanncl and in St'\( ral 
eo\'f~S, ,'oarls. ri"vel's, and hal'bolll's, the !lumber was shout 50, 
ef thl' remainder 93 wC'I'e imprl'sscd ~t London, S·1 at Lin'r­
pool, and of f1H'\ l'l'sidlie part in (1(111'1' nl'iti811 'ElIl'O!Wan 

ports, and part in Jamaica, Bar'hadoes, and the othPl' "I'~t 
India Islands, and in other p!ace!i fr'om olle to two. thrN', and 
lour in a pI arc. In 4;,5 inst"lnees the uame oftlH' ship f)'om 
which the men were impressed is mcntiolll,d. In S .. OI('I in­
IItances two. three amI folll' were taken Ollt of the samfO slli(l. 
It would have been an important piece of information. h:ul it 
~epn stated in Hti~, as it is in some otherdoC'umf'nts, ",hat pro­
pOI'/hm of tllese imjH'essmenfs were f"ORl AnJf'I'iean anrl "'hat 
from Bl'itish vessl'ls. h(,(':lU!e in {~a~es "her'e A IJwl'i('an sailors 
We-lit vuluntal'ily on boa,'d of B"ili,!. lIIerehant ships, and were 
imlwessed f,'om lliem, it could not be complained of as a vi­
o/~tion of the Amel'iean flag. A!§. for the mo~t part, nit 
other information i, given on this suhjeet. than merely ttl state 
the naDle or the ship, I am 'lot sllflh'if'nf/y ('onvt'rsant in vo­
cahtl/al'it's "f this kind til know tlw national r.haraetcr of a 
shi!1 nwrl'ly hy its name. Same howt'ver al'e so plainly de­
si~nated h~' t\lI'ir !'!anws that. tllI·ir national ehal'actt'1' cannot 
be mistakl'n. pal·til·nla"ly wlJ(we tlu', :11'(' t'x!1ress!y said fo be· 
long to l,ondon. Hull. -"Melds, eC', or dt'~i~nated as Collie,..., 
01' to ha\'p SII!'" names as Tippo SHib. Jldlish King. Royal Char­
lotte. Dnke of Kent, 1)"7'cr ('ustle, P". I tim! 42 -instun('es 
of impr'(':ssments fl'om ships p);'inl~ c·k,,·}\elt'risl'd to lie Bri­
tish lI" tbeir Daml'S. f'ul' 1"'001 F.'endl \I'ssds. and five fr'olD 
a Pru;sh,n. So faJ' a~ Wf\ ('an judge f,'unl olhel' dOCHmeDt. 
wlrieh I shall presl'ntly hringin I'c'vip\\" in \\ hieh the national 
ehal'llcter of the vt'ssel is IHu'(j('uhll'h ;I'l'lItiuned, the pro­
portion ef impl'essm"nts rl""l1 ~"; ',1. "J!:~I~ must be much 
greater, An abstract f:I£. lilt; l'l;sIdt of lilt)!!" applicatioBIi is 

'aii foHow •• 
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Wh'Gle number of applications 1531 
Of the,e al'e said to be origin;,:l applicati(,ns 1:23'2 
Duplicate 3.Vpl iClitions 30, 
Of these had been disdl3.I'f:;ed or ordered to be dischargfid ,43' 
Nflt on board the ship spccifi-:u' 105 
On board of ships all a f(Jl'ei~n station 21 
Ship on bo:\rd of which they al'e SOlid to be lost 6 
Ship on buard of which they arc said to:'e not in commiuioft S 
Desel'ted 1 S 
brawned or dead ~ 
Applications wllanswored t uS 

rBecallse they had no documents . 383 'I BecJu~e tl,CII' documents ;llicl to bl' insufficient 210 
. Because they had \'oluntal'iJy (;llli~tL'd 120 

Refused to be 1 Bcc~lIse 1.n3,ni1:d in Great Bl'il .. in 17 
discharged, -< Becau~e allr;dg-cd to be Briti~ll subjects 49 

I Bec~use said to be pl'isOIlt'I'S of \\,al' 2 
BeCatlse tll"y du I'ot appeal' to h:.lI'e beeh im-

l pressed & 

15:11 
The dO(lulllt'nts said to bl' insuffic,ient, are of Val'iOll9 kindt, 

slH,h as cl'l,tifil'ates of natni'aliz:1tion, pl'olectilins f,'um con­
suls and "ice eonsul .. , and oulal'ial aflhhnits, mali" either ill 
the United ~t:ltcs 01' in Gl'cnt Ikitain, To al-oid !'cpetitioll 
in l'VCI'V ab .. tl'nct, I IlH'I'e!y stall' ,!u(,llllll'nts iI\8lI1IiI'il!nt, with­
out exi>re~sin~ an~' ojlilli;1I1 or till'il' v:diflity, only that thl'!y 
31'(' (,ollsiuned as ina(lc>quatl" hy tl~ B!'ili,h ;;ovt'l'nlflent. 

In the S,lllle l'cpuJol 1"'0111 tlie depaJ'lfill'nt of state. 'lVe have 
:l cOflililunil'atioll nJaut' hy Mc', Sava~(', consul at Jamaica. of 
88 ('aSI'S of imp"I'SSlllelit in the \Vcbl lndi,>s; 13 til' "'!Ium 
appear'to have had t he ~nst()m:lI'Y PT'Oh'l'tiHIlS: tiZ ~laill\ to he 
A!tll.'I'jcuns, anfl a few w!w wc/'c lInruj'nislicd with l'l' .. tections 
al'lll'al' t() f'xltihil othel' p'oor, 1 find an ,U'CI>IUl1t of the diS'­
chaJ'l~e of ~ ,If this lIumhel', by the eorrlJnalldin~ ofth,('r on 
the Jamai('a ~taiiol1, which, wilh two othel's, undl'l' diflt-I'lmt 
ciI'l'ullIstanr'('s. ar'e the (;1I1" instances that J lunt' met wilh of 
eli~(\ltr,rgcs in an." (lllh'!' ,v::y than Ull'ou~h the a~l'nt at Lon­
dUll, silWt' :'\ho, T:.:IIIl('s mission to the 'Vl'st Indi~5 in 1797. 
A par't of these 88 al'e ilwlud!'c1 in the g'1';lntl list of 1538 ; 
bow many I l&a\'e not as(~(,I'tailll':!, lIor, accol'ding to all ollsCl', 
vatinn alL·(,;-,tly llHHle, i~ it Inatrl'ial. 

The next ClllnIII ulliealiol1 whil'h I 6mI on the suhjo<lt of im­
pt'l'SSIlII'nts, is a l'epol'j 1'1'001 the depal·tDl(~nt of ~tate of Mal'cll 
6, 1806, jlUl'suant to a I'e~olutiol'l of the hOllse of ,'el"'csenta­
tin's of January fl. [ll'ecediug'. In the Ictter whit'h ae(~om­
panil's this rl'pOI'(, it is stated that the aggl'rgate amount (If 
jllllll'l'SSI!H'uts, PI"('\ ions to that. time. lIoinct' the l'OnllllCI1l'('mpnt 
of the wars in Elll'ope, was 2273, and "bat. it was nut C(lsy ~ 
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disfinguj~h with 3rCUl'af'Y. how many of t1J('~e Wl're cilizrns 
or .Ittl Vilitf'll Slatl's. This reflOl'( giVI'8 till' n ... mes of 913 
sl'anwn. liaid to havl' bf'cn imp,'esst'd. but does not furnish the 
DlPans of 31l{·c.·tailling how man~' of this nllmlll'r are ol'i­
ginal. nnd how many only dupli(~atf's of forlllt'r applications. 
All hO\Vlwer' nl'e includl'd in Ihe (fl(:l1 of 227S. ] am unable 
to diseovt'" f,'olll thl" dO('ulllf'nts how this numher is made 
(Jilt. 913 added to 1538. makt's an eXl'f'SS of J 78; added to 
t'Z32. the numht'f of original applit·atiIHls. it JI':nes a df'fieit 
01' 128. If we add 503. the only "umbe,' which it would 
Sl't'm eould raid,- bl' added. II~ th}\t was tlli' sum total of the 
al'I,licathlOli. th~ ddh'iI'Df"Y will he st ill gfratl'r. That total 
lllu~t thl"refol'l' he made out bJ thr hl-inging fOJ'wa,'d of sOllie 
1lUIlII'e,' not st:ltl'd in tht' doculllents, of whit·h \H' mmt he 
~lIn"'mtedl,v ignol'ant. Tht' lIulllher 913. is divided in the 
rl"l'0r't into the following items: -;\0.1, eonlain~ a statement 
of 503 (·ases. in whil'h al)(llil~ation had hren made for are· 
It'a~t' betwI,pn St'I,tcmherJ, i80·i.. and May J8, J805, uitb the 
r(·~lIlt. These ;!'l'e not nnmhe"t'tl as in .he fOl'mc,',locuU1t'nt; 
,HI info,'mation i .. given how many of' thelll a,'c duplicate ap­
plif'atiofls, or ilu'luded in the preceding report of' January J 9, 
t805. nor do I possess the means of aSl'el'taining \\ith pre­
l'ision the pJaee whieh they O('t'upy in the g,'and number of 
6257. No nwntion is made in the docunwnt. either of the 
p:u't of the United State~ to which they IIclollgrd, 01' of the 
place whel'e the~' \\ el'l' impressed. r n 221 instances the time 
of impressnll'-nt is statell. The p"incipal part or these datt'!! 
are in 180~. 3. 4 and J. but some as e,l/'ly as 1798. l\'lOl'e 
than half of tlll'Ul aI'''' sufficicnt!)· t'uly to have been inrJuded 
in the last repol't. and to occupy the pla('e of duplicate ap­
plieatiolls in this. N () ahst/'act is gin.n of the ,'eport. I 
bave t"ken ShllH' pains to ('olleet one fram tbt'details, WHich, 
although possilJly it may not be in t'H~r'y punctilio COrl'Got, I 
believe ('ontains no "ery matel'ial el'I'OI'. 

Whole numb"r 
Di.cl'al"!~ed, or orLlercd t@ be discharged 
On board 01 ships of foreign stations 

503 
121 
3d 

Not found on uoal'd of tbe ships in which saiJ to be detained 21 
Unkmlwil in what ship they are iieninj; 
De5ertcd 
AppIil.ation~ nnanswered 

rBecause they had no do('ument~ 

Because Briti·h 5l1bj-.~t~. eit!."r witbout 01' 

S 
3 

58 
J 12 
33 I Because their uocumelJts ill>uffi·_ ie,·,t 

Rf'fused to bf' with splI,·jnus protpctiuns 43 
dl.ch<lrgcd, -<, Because S(,lIt on board for liillltinous conduct s 

Because-released from a Frellrh pri<on 1 
I Brcau<Q n:challl!;ed a~ an Ellbli~h prisoner of 
l "';1' 



rBCC?lt1~e thry 3ppear not to be Am(nicans ,3 
Refllsed to he~ ILrallse marri"d in G",'3t Bl'it"in 1 
oischl1l'gcd, ,BCC3UiC th~y ILid vlJlulltalily entered 33 

l :-.l'o I'ea,on ",,~igllcd 6 -5113 
Ko, ~. 1S a "tatpm~nt of 363 applicationq madt'o in tho first 

in,talll'" tfl thl' d"I):1I"1I11'111 oi statl'. alld not hpfor(~ rl'portpd 
to the hOlls(' of' rt'!H,,.spnfati,'ps. Ilor inf'ludell in tlie r('ltUl'n~ 

of' thl' ,\,(H'I'i"'.11l a~"I1' lit L'JndClIl. These al'e of COIlI'SO ill­

chdfAd ill SOlllt' othel'list of a:)alil'ationo;, Ahullt ont' hall' of 
these art' d:,ft'11, Likt' I h,' fClI'I;W[" the "ale~ al'ij pl'itH'ipally 
in J 80.3, i- alllI j. or rlIt"\' t.~.'j Wt'I't' flll'lli .. hf'ti 1\;1 h protee­
til,III" 102 "itlwllt lll',,"'dio:,-. ot' .32 il i~ 1101 'Ialell \\lwtller 
they had or !.ad nol jH "ll't'liollo;. ;:;j ,.ppeal'l'd to be Bl'itisb 
5U!~jt'f'h. ,; t,lai.llt'rl tit Iw .\III1'I'il'alls \4 illiout exhibiting any 
proot'.6 h:ul !tht lil1'i,' pl'oIPl'lio!ls, j h:,d \'ulutltal'ily enlisted, 
and 18 wc"" ('OllljlOSL,d or SI-I l::t1es, POI'tll;;ul'~{" 1~I'ussians, 
Dutch and Dalll's, 

Xo, ;), ('olltains a list of .7 ('ase's, report{,tl by Ow Unitell 
Statt's agent at .1alll:tica: ('olll',el'nillg whom Iltl other l'em:II'k 
is made, than tlmt they {'l'1imed to Ill' ('itizPIl;l oj' the t;ni!t'd 
States, I have not ~'I(alllill('\1 in what list or a;)l'licatitllls 
eithrr the 363 01' thl' i-7 are ilH'Iudcd, 

'I'he next ('oIllIllUni('atioll in tlu: ol'der of tim!'. Oil ttli" sub· 
ject of impre3s;II(,llts, is a 1't'POI" made to l:(I,'~l'iSS, 3!.al'l'h 
2, IS08. in compliance \tith a I'csolution of Ihc Senale of 
l'iovclIlhcI' 30. l807. As Ihi, l'epol'l wa, mOlT ~li;Jn 1I,,'eo 
months in ",'eparing. sati~faclol'J iU!',II'ma(ion Ilia,), lIe expc( t­
ed. 

Ko, 1, is tllJliLlcd a Ji,t of illllH'::c;"!Ilenl, from Amcril'an 
v(;'ssels into the TII'ilish SI'I'vict', l)l'!\\'l~en tliat date an.l Ihe 
1..,1 I'e))ol'( m:lde ],1:II'l,11 :.. 18U6, ,(,hi, {'oBtaino; a list of GII7 
nanll's of illlpl'!'s,cd SI':llIIrn, of who!1l in!'''l'!Il:dioll 11:111 IIl't'll 

rerei\'ed f['orn doeulJ\I'lIls O'ansmitted ill 11:,_' lil',( insLlIl('" to 
tlie dt'IJartlllcnt of slalc. It follows as a 'll;~;kt' or ronnc, 
that thev are ill,'ludt'd eithel' in IIlat \I :Ii, Ii f()li()",~. ".' io 
sume otl~t'r aplIJjcatioll to the BI'i!i:;1t ~o\'('-fllllll'nf. or (hesc 
131 claim to he AUlI'I'icans withuut IlI'odl!l ill!';- ,,1IY pl'oor. 29 
are ll.c'knowlc<l:;,'11 to he U,'itish ~1I1~icc's, anti :2'~ to :w III'Ull'al 

alirns; the I'elllainin;; j15 al'c s:\id to hay,: jlio:ltlr:eil pl'oof, 
that they w"rl' Anael'icall~. i. e, '"ell pl'nut ;10; '~II ,\ m"!'j('.an 
PI'olCCliol!. ll\anaJ.;~(1 in the manner in IVhii'l1 t\w~' ai'" a-,!I"lIJ 
conducted. is calculated to flll'nish, In 215 ill~lal\l·t:s !lIt' i,lI­
preisments i,; (hted, ,1nd in no more (han 76 caSl'~ ic; li,,':'C 

ailY mt'oti"'1 or tlle pLwe, It i, nol m"',,llt Ih,lt till'''' (i9i 
illlpressments all look lllacc IJc~ln~;;ll I.:,c J,,,\.:~ or tho dil: 



(pn'nf ,'eports; for otthe 215 whi('h are datf'd, 32 took pla(l8 
in P!C:;. a munbcr in 1803 and 1804<, and two in 1798. The 
IDt'tlllillg' is. that within these dates information was I)f)mmu· 
Ilir'all'd to thl' dt'pal'tment of state. 

Nos. 2 to 13 inclusi"t', ('ontain a series ofqu3rfer'ly returns 
of applicafillll5, with the "t'sult. the fit'sf nUlllh('J' commt'l1('illg 
Arwil10. 1806, and the last cndill!!; with Seplclllhri' SO. 1807, 
both inelusivc. 'rhe tolal of tl1l's(' I'('(ur'ns is 798, 8el)arate 
akstl'ul'ts al'e gil-pn of the 1'('SUIt fOl' each qUaI'te,'. These I 
h:.l't' condensed into one gt'neral ahstrll('t of the whole, A, 
1hel'f~ are DO explicit I'efcrenl'ps to a former appli(~ation, I 
C;lllnot as('crtuin what pl'llpurtion is od~inal and "'hut a con· 
ti:;U<1tinll of former appli('alions. Evpn- the 1h'qllt'nt I'(>cur­
rence IIf I he same name, fUl'Ilishf's hilt a very N)uiv(Jeal kind 
of'l'VidcnN', lJeeause distind individuals, IIot unrl't'qul'ntly, 
Ii:!\(' Ihe same name. By l'e"ul'I'in~ to tile daft'S of these 
impre~sments however, so raJ' fl- lIn~ date is aSf'igned. Olan~' of 
them \I erc sufficiently eal'ly (0 Ii;: \ t' heen f'untained in a fot­
IUI'J' li~t, tlDd the obsenaliolls ali't'ad,\' llIade 'In tht' rcpul't of 
J'al1l1al'y 180,'1, arc eqlJally ;i!'pli" .. Llt· to this, "'ilh the f'I­
I('('~,!ionof 116 cases. nOIlW;;liol1 i:,; m;1,(\(, or the place ofim­
Jll":;~,!li('nt, ul!d of' that Iii: !I!i:t't' ('ompal'atiH'ly vcry few 
II, pPt'IH'1l on the high sea,;, 01' II 11l'I'C the~ ('ou!d (,laim the 
prutcctiun or the Aml',';(',:11 ft,;:.-; ,mel 1'01' any thing that 
:li"'l'lH'S. tJJf'y eilheJ' nsay 01' III11Y nol he A1neriI"8Ils,­
Tl :(11 (hI' gJ't'ate~t numb,'" out' illll'lIl'lant t'I'idence of citizen. 
sl, ii' !.ITI:lS lobe ,vantmg, i. e. nct il'(' of I iH" plate to wlrit'll they 
Ja'i:,n:.;,'(l. In nOl mOl'e than i:JU instanecs is ther'I" any wen· 
tioB 1Il;;rl(' of eilhl''' the sIaL', (,j:", 01'10\\11 ill the rniled 
~;f att's, of w Ilich they al'e s;: ill {ll' ;tI~,posl'd to be inllahilants. 
And with the ex('eption 01' Bbo'!l l!ll cljual IHlnd'("I' the im· 
pl'l'ssment is Ifithllut datl'. In ;.::2 inslan('('s. IIH"nlion is oiude 
or I ill' name 01' the \'esse!. wHI! ,L ll('si~:!J:dion of' ils natiunal 
claana'.!('J',56 ofrllese 'HIe _~li;'!;I';';'-~ l:l!d ,a fil'iJisli HS· 
sels. Oue lIl:1n was imp,(,,~('tI 1'1'0111 a F('eneh l>lIti au .. ll1l'r 
fl'om n ~hH!(li.h ship. Then- i, /)1:(' thing f'al'lht,!, in tll;S do. 
('uml'llt \1 hid! I find myself unaule 10 explain. hi the !'/'I,ort 
of .faulI',lI'," J SO;), \1'1' lind apjllieatiuns fOl' tite Iclea"l" of ~ea.. 
men nllmlH'J'ed from 1 to 1538. This Jist t.",,~iu.\\i(h No. 
2i\J:l Il' .. vin;;:l chasm of l::CO, '('u Jill this ('hasul I can' r nd 
no ll'lOr'? tlwn 503. The 1I1111:Ll.'l' (!f applications ('ontainI'd 
in ill!' 1'(';HlJ't or :Har'ell 6, 13;')6. l(';I\'ing a ddi-f,it (If' 7fo7, jf 
we :>1/1 111(' 363 ("'I)OI'(ed to 'he dqlal'llIlt'llt HI' ,tall', lind tl~ 
47 I'("pol'tell by the agent at ,LIll:\!"a, whi(,h on 110 pl'indplo 
of fail' r'eckoni!1~'; ought to Ill' :1:!':"('. ;) i i will sl ill he wantmg. 
E: ",hr,t f01'[11 {Ii' \il'OeeSs the ell,;-II' h(,;y,"PIl 1f,Sf" :111(1 :l'799 
('lln :)1.' fiUl.'dll:, \\ith SU3; ,j,~' ealJ r:llJllUI'I' \lhit:h CaD faid]' 



be al1i1ed. or even with 913, the largest Rllmher whirh pIau'.i. 
ble "tlnjeetllr{' {'an SHPllly, ram iIJ('ompett'nt to explain. .:t~.Y 
first thought was that thel'e must have lJe{'n soml' i'1(,!'!W'­

diale communicatiun to congress. Bllt J find, on (·X:.!lJlil';i­
tion that tluwe h nU!\p., This ,'elmrt Y'e!'t'I'.-ing to (hat ClI' i!:; .. I; 
as nil' hst.-.\.n abstt'ad of the result of Lht'sc "l'pli".diulI:i 
is as f()i1ows. 

\Vi,ole numba of applica!ilms ,'lg 
01 t·,t"e were ori;("inal applications ,(,2 
DI ,Iic:>te application, ~6 
D"<:bargt'ti Ill' Ol'd,,!C!1 to be discharged ;:7:1. 
N'lt 0n bo,n.1 of the ,hips ~IJI,:d 36 
(1) hn"l,d "f ships '>11 f'JI'<,i,<o stati()ns 48 
S:,ip ,,01 in comll;issi"n on bani uf which uid to be 2 
Silip lost 011 bOai'd of which lI ... id to be J 
Descl'ted 8 
D;'OWi,,,d 2 
l,,"alided 2 
Appliclltions unans\'I'ered J 21 

f
Bcc.,t1se they had no documents 3} 
BCc.<luse their documents wcre deeOlt:d insuffi· 

Clent 117 
necdu~e they wCl'e British ~ubjects 44-

I 
Because they had \'oluntadly entered 40 
Btc .. tlse married in the United Kin~dom 7 
Because IIativt's of the 'Vest Indi~s '2 

• f d b Becuu,,' exchan~ec\ as Bri:i';h "ubjects from 
~e ulie to' e F .1'" I . 

1
· Bet;au~e It native of Africa 

wachar .ed . ~'cj)ch ':I\u ",pams 1 pl'Is"n~, 3 
g, Brltlsh subJI:<:ts ,ent on bUdl'd lor mutlllous COli· 

duct ~ 

I 
Because taken out of a French privateer I 
B~cau,e said tu be pdsonel'5 of \nl' 8 
Bcc:luse faken Ollt of a sfT1u~!.:ling \e~,d I 

I Bcc~llse impostors \, ilh fraudulent protec-liollS 12 
Beciluse he did not wish to quit the service 
Because he waS a deserter 

LNo p:uticulal' rea~on as:oigned 

793 
Tllf~ next report m:uJe to congress is merely an abstrnl't of 

the result of apll\i('ations for the release of 90:~ seamen. 
'This was comrnunirntt'd from the cleil:u'tment of statc Al'!'il 
i;, 18t&. pursuant toa rt1solufion of the House of Ret"'e~M­
tative& of tbe 5th of Mareh. I dOllt know that any thing 
more than the abstract was eommlluicatcd. It is as follows. 

'Vho!-e number of applicatitJlI!! 
or which were original applications 
Duplicate al'plicatilltls 
l)ilcbarged or ordered to be dischJrgl!d 

903 
873 

30 
:287' 



Not 1)0 bl)~rd the ship. a! stated 
On lllJard of ships Oil foreign !latiol1l 
St"ted to be in a shi (l not ill com minion 
Rcfen cd to the tl'all~pOI t buard 
Dr~erled 
Jnvalided 
Druwned 
Applications unans,,,ered 

r13ec,.use they had no documents 

I 
D;·cumeJlt~ s~iJ to bt' i[>~dlicicnt 
S,.id to be n"tj.,cs of EI'~l:II'(: or I:'elund 
Ikc.,\l,e they h;.d Vdlll'\a' ill (nli,tt'<1 

I B,'Cdt,,\? rnurlicd in EI1'~lal:d <>r IIf'land 
!\,.t "Il,wering the (ks'cl ipti(lnb in their pro-

I tt'clions 
III'1)tHlnl'~ I,ilh f,audulellt pl'r.ttctions 

I Excha",",'ti '" pi i,,,,·. I'~ •• f '.,"1' 
:-J (. I!; r(.I1" d 10 t"'lit', c the m Americans 

.... f d ( b I Said 10 be ,lrSf'fIC1'S .1\;. u~e Ode <) n,c;ll1'" 1,'I,lIy ii' Lorant (.f the rl,ited States 
15C large, I B.'c"u~t' L!~( n on boat d priv"tet'rs 

Plotections taken f, bll. therrt 
Btcause t~kell \Vhl'n dcll';1tJl'il:g the reVtIlUe 
Because they had t'rased p .. ot('ctio,,! 
Sellt on b"al d by ma~ters of "('"Mls f' r IT \Ilir,y 
J ,'ishm('n sent into tht' ~crvirc, f. r fl,i,demeilllon 

I 
BteRUse natives of the \Vest Indies 

Do. of Africa 
Do. of Canada 

L Do. 01 Hanover 

~ 
48 

1 
I 

52 
~l 

I 
103 

i 1 
121 
91 
34-

7 

44 
11 
2 
3 
4 
.s 
5 
4 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
1 
I 
1 

903 

The last communication mNle tr. CI'>IIg-ress on the Hlbject of il1'l­
pres,;ment was t~,e repr.rt of Jdl U"I\' 16, 1812, pursuant to 1I reSG­
IUlion oftl'e HOllse of Rep"e~ent"tives (,f Novell,ber 29 prttcedlllg. 
This cOllt<lins, 1st. a list uf the names of ~camen vi whum informa.­
tion had bten communicated in the first ivl~tance, to the depa'!'t­
ment of state. since the dale of the 1~lIt report uf Malch 2d 1810, 
this list contain5 200 !l<lmt:5, 1 ~8 of whom bud pI uduc:ed (he cus­
tomary proofs of citizenshIp No elate of impressment mentioned. 

2. A detailed report of 1 "58 appli('alion~ in cases of Impre5S­
ment with the \'(,5ulI, in 6 quarterly rtlurns from Mr. L)'m,m con­
lOui at London. beginning April ht, 18(,9, lind ending St:ptember SO, 
1810. Th('se, like the rorlller listR. consisted partly of new cases, 
and was in part tRe continuation of former ,'pplications, w hid· had 
in t~e first inst.mce, been unsucces5ful. The relative proportion 
of these different kinds 01 applications cannet be distinctly ascer­
[Dined. But as mUTe than 4-51hs of the daHs of thtJ~e which hne 
aflY date assi~ned are prior t" the )ear 1 i 10, sOllie as cal'ly all 179.7 



and 1"98, it may be r.lirlv infel're(I thAt lilO illc()n~id~I'l\hle ntlmh~-l' 
of til"'': applic.,t"'l1~ IJI"V il.ln: b,;en preferled hd"'T :8 9 J" 3;9 
CJ~"S mentioll i~ Blade "f the places to whiciJ the panies hd"I,!'.' d. 
1" about the same Ilum!Jt>r, alld "itll only otle "I' two \'Jriatinns lile 
s .. me indivldual_, th,; d.lte of the impl'nSlllcIlt is not,ceo, alld in 340 
c~sc;" these .. h" "I' the ~ame itldividll~ds, \\ ith oIlI), ~ k\f IJmissions, 
we an: illf.)rmed of the pbce, re"i'Jn, or quartel' of the \vol lei in 
1Vhich it h'lppeoed. or the'c 340, onI" 23 "I'e said to have l.,el1 
itnp' es,ed at ~ea, and .. bout 60 1tl00-e dt' or Ileal', p,'l'ticuLlr C"I'I~, 
capes. hcadlalld~, ro,td." coves, ri\'el's and harb'II"', ,".d in :I,e 
ell.lnnc\. Of the remaillder the ~rratel' pal'! "re ~ "t! to be imp' ( "­
ed at Lond·on. Liverp,.()I, ,InrI (ltnel' ports in Greal B itvin, ~nd iI, J I" 
m"ica Jl'd the (Jtilel' \Ve-,t Indi.4 i,i~IlHI" nLlf's "here the Am, I'i­
c .. n fl,,~ could 1I0t pen'nt tl'em. III ':73' il'~'aIiCts, n',t ,,"ly II e 
(LdllC but the n"ti, n,d c!<-.r:tcl"r of the ship is gl\' n, •• tH (If \\ hiell 
they \\'ere irllpl'e~'cd. I. surely 1)('''''1' em he pl'ctene:, d tlL,t Ii-!.: 

AnL'rican fl"g sh.,uld protect c\e'l our 1,:,li,'e S<3.I1'C", "I.e-n [ou <1 
011 board foreigo p"niclllatlv Rliti,h <hips. Bv "dvelli,'g to the 
Il'tiollal chardrtt'r of till'se sl'il'o, \I t: Ii, d in'pre<slIlI nt~ f,pi\) Ame­
rtcan ~hip, 158. B i""I, do, 98, F ,'neil do. 10, D. ni~h '1, SWt'litsh 
2-Tlie pOl'liOIl of thost' im!lre,,· d f"(J1l1 El'lti,h, Lt'ill!!; to I ,.,e- j!ll­

pressed from AIlH:riran nead)' 2 ll) 3 01' 2 51 hs, I liild I', fe, cnc,'s 
made to fOl'lnel' application> placed a!~J'n't 137 Iiall.e,. th"t I'lIll,hc!' 
being rnt'nliollcd more tklO once, 2~ !'.'Illes lI,el.tiont·c/ n,ore Il,an 
twice, II more than thrC'e times, amI tline ~s much .'S 5 tim". Fur 
eX11l1pk D .111<"; :\1. n." Ilold pl~c('d against :-':0 4655 "nti I d,,'1 i"g 
b~fk to !\"s, ~ 7 :,1.28 6,3262 ar'd 3756, \\'diiam Smith 9th pl,~ 
ed ,,)?;~inst ;\,1,471)6 Jild rcfcr1 to N"s, ~726. 2857.3263, 3755. 
Thtsl" two imlil ,duJI, Sl'~m tu h"v,' b"cll "f1 h":l' d I the ~"mc \' 'P 
wilich was 011 a 1IJI'eign st~lion. B}' me"l's of t"c~e repetiti"n~ the 
appol"cnt numb(!I' exceed, t I.e I'e"l one hy I i6 Thi~ list begins with 
~" 4500 "n.) ends "itll 6':57 Tilt' :::00 "pplicatlons mddE' in the 
fi sr-instance t·, the dl'p 'l'I'l!l':lt uf state, added to thi. tOlal ,,:,ke~ 
the s'aring nllmbe .. f,lsi. The tlUmber 9()3 oont ined in tht'·b. 
stract of :Vlarrh 1810, of wll1ch there are I'lJ detdil~, fill, up the 
chasm be! \I ceo the close (.f the dl'tailed rep"rt of April 18(,8. ", d 
th;, of 1812. Six s"parate dosl'acts are given .. fthe samt" nUII,bu!' 
of q'lar<er1y return'! wllich I have condclliied into Olle genel'llI alJ­
stract of the Whole-A, folIo WII. 

\Vhole nllmher 
Duplicate ~ppiicati()ns 
D ,ch,rgell tillt! OJ de,,-'] to be di,charged 
N .t on hoard th·, ship~ stated 
() I l>nard of ~hips 011 fOil i"'1 stations 
S'lips not ascett:lined on ho"ro of, which ther are senin!i 
S ,,,I to be on bOMd of ships 1I0t In 'ulDllUUlOn 
D«cl'ted 
Illv.,hll~d 

DrOl> ned, died Ot' trilled 
Aplllicillion~ un:1Ii,wered 

c 

1558 
2 

4(,1 

58 
145 
51 

5 
39 
42 
1 
6 
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fHecluse they had no docllmentl 

I Because British sUbjects 
Because theil' documents were ins 11 ffici cnt 

I Because they had vulunt"rily enli5ted 
B~cause they were not Americans 

I Because they were deseJ'ters 
Besause taken on l,oH"d of enemy's privll teel'5 

, Because they had fraudulent prutections 

Hl7 
229 
183 
49 
9 

I ~ 
43 
30 

I Did not answer the dcscdptions in their protel>-
tions 7:; 

I 
Bf'cause married in the United Kingdom 21 
Because ignorant of the United S:ates .~ 
Excl ,anged as Bdtish subjt:cts f"olll enemy pri-

Refused to be I liOnel'S, , 
dilicharp'ed 1 Bec~ule saul to be Impostors 

• , Ha\'lIlg formerly belonged to the navy 
HaYing used the sea befol'e being bound 

6 

1 
1 

I 
Because released f!'Om prison at Gottenburg by 

the Briti&h comul, to w hom they applied lor 
pl'otections 3 

t 

Protection irregulal', dated May 29, in the Uni­
ted States and endorsed in London, June 6th 
following 1 

Because natives of the West Indies 1 .. 
Do. of Sweden 2 
Do. of Africa " 
Do of Prl15sia 1 
Do. of Italy ) 

lNo reason assigned It 

1558 
I have passed in review 8S !'nicfly as possible, all the docum~nt' 

on tbe subject of impressments which have come to my hand. It 
is impossible to ascertain the flrecise number from these COOl ph­
cllted and voluminous reports. But, so far liS I have bl!ell able to 
colket facti, from the best data to which I had access, the number 
has been milch ovefl'ated. Let us take the numbel' 6257 for an ex­
ample. This however is increa"ed by the addition of 200 nflt pro­
perly belonging to it, not being included in any f)f Mr, Lyman'. 
returns, but consisting of applications made in the 61 5t instance to 
the department tlf state, and which may have been in wholi! or in 
part released on a posterior application. But to make the most of 
that number, I ",ill in the first instance admit the whole, From 
this deduct in the first place, for duplicate, triplicate, and quadru­
plicate applications, i •. instances in which the nllme of the same 
person is numbered from twice to four and five times,548. It is 
probable that the real number is much greater; but to thlll amount 
it is ascertained by indbputable evidence from the doc\lments. Ad4 
tv this 751, be;n,j an obviou\ excess in, the enumeratioD, belwe-eQ 
the rep"rt~ of JanlJa .. y 1805, ~nd of M;oll'ch 1808. Thill will leave 
4952, I have found 370 instaRcc5 of imprCtlsm.nts from ships who5. 
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national chal'llcter is ascertained; of thele I have found 14~, nearly 
2,5ths of the whule to have been from Bdti~h vessels. If we adtl 
16 to that nUIl,bel', being the amount of impre5smellts frolll French, 
Swedish and Danish vessols, it wit! make a fl'action mOl'e thaR 
2-5ths. It is a fair inference, that whcrre Ii" mention ill mach: of the 
naml:! of the 'l'essel, und where its national character' is nol desig­
nOited, the propurtion of Bl'itish tn Amel'ican ves.cls will be nearly 
the same. Not that the nurfrhel' of A."el'ican seamen on ho~rd Br'i­
tish vessels is i'l that proportion, but from their being mOl'e liable 
to impressltlel.t. BlIt instend of 2-5ths, I will estimate th1i im­
pr".~ilIl'nt'l fl'Dln lll'itish wssels at I-3d; this will leave a baldnce 
01 3302 Of this "limber tlll're have been discha'·gcd alld ordered 
to be discharged 1524, olnittill~ the discharge~ in ll..: \\iflst Indies, 
in cOI}-i"equenoe 01 '\!r', T,Ii!Jot's mission; this \\ ill leave Irfa,­
On perusing- the d<)culilcnl~, I find 516 "ckllowkd~ed to be British 
SUbjects, 563 who had no documents, 664 with uocuments declared 
to lJe insufficient, ~81 who had entereJ voluntadly, whu although 
~h<'}' mi'c;ht afterwards wish for a discllarge, the UllIted Stat..,! 
would lIot consider a refus .. 1 to release them as a C~USG of wal', 
195 with protectionH evidently fl'auduknt, deserted ~"5, 50 eifhe~ 
neutral ,,liclls or n"tives of tile \Vcot Il1(!ie!i, mar! ied in Great Bri. 
tain 4:2, prisoners of war 21, making a tntal of 24~13, bt·i'lg an (X­

cess over the number 177tl of 713, But if I', e (bluet LOin thili 
anlllunt 831, the Pl'ol>Ol'tioll uf these cLt"cs supposed to have been 
impl'csst:d from Britio;h v8s,cls, it leaves 116 ,tiil U!,.lccountetl fol'. 
It lilly pel hap' be' said with truth, thaI part oftho,e who,c i10culllclltll 
were deemed !!lsufficient, wt:rc I'cal Americans, and th.lt the pl'o()f~ 
ought to have he(-n "d'uitted, Tnis is prob"bly true, But \I hen it 
is cunsidered t'1at 2'.(-) h~ve b""n iucluded in the nUi1lbcl' who di,i 
not properly llel dl!{ to it, .'lId who hJve bum prob"bly ill part, alill 
it m"y be all disc:',lq!;ed, alld that it IV.)S 'JillY in such documellts 
as ,,'ere evidcntly fl'audulellt, in which the [COlli" was detected, while 
it was in m~llr lIl<tances so well executctl as to elutle eli.cover)-, and 
that the lIumber who had volunteel'"d IV~S pl'obabl)' greater than it 
has been estimated. Thi, II ill go a comidel'able length in b:,lllncing 
any nllmber 01 real Americans wh6 Il,ay be ~upp(lljed to be .a,ong 
those whuse documents were deemed insufficient. It is a cOl:~i­
uel'ation f"I'thel' deserving noticlt, that, in IIddition to tbe loose man­
ncl' in which protections are ~I'al'lted in the filst in.tance, and the 
'_I'.d1ic ill, as well as fo ... ;"criL"s of tllese documents already Ilotic(d, 
it is at lc:a5t very sin~uLH, that in c~~es where applicallts are real 
Americans, neither themselve, nor friends should I.e able to state 
their places of residence, or that both should be so negligent as to 
onlit it, N., evidence could be more cOllclusivc th.ill a well attest­
ed document of this kind. In 38~" appllcatiolls, I mention that 
number, because in lists to that amouBt tlris information is attempt­
ed to be given, and I ~upp()se is given in all the instances ill II hich 
it wa'l known to the department of stllte, it is ollly in 12641 easel, 
less th~n one third of the whllle, tbat !lny place of ,'csidence is 
mentioned, and in mol'~ than half of these the intill'lnallOll is no 
more preci$c than merely to notice the state, and in ilime merely 



&hat the party belonged to the United States, a piece of evidence 
ne"rly equivalent to nllne at all; for if ,\0 ~tlt'mpt is nlade to pl·r.ve 
a mall tile clliz"n of a state, it nn:st be by pointing out the parI ilu. 
IIL,' place or to\~ n in the state of which he is a native or :til' inh"bi­
tant \Vhatever other reasons there mny be for "milting a pi, co 
of inforn~atiol1 so import:mt to its object. I think the nloit po'" t-I lui 
ole til be that the parties neVf'r had~n} I'esidence in thl' UJlitrd 
8:ates. Upon a view of the whole 6ubject.1 think it at h'a~t proba­
bl~ th .. t I,early and perhaps quite as lIlany slOan.en havt! bl't'n (,is­
c:har~ed. ab there have bt!en illlpres~ed of re,,1 Americans alit of 
American ship!!, although th"y may not be pn"cisdy lhe s,.me in(!i. 
viduals. No doubt a part of those inlpl'essed Irom B"ilish ships 
are nal .\.lIel'icsns, and I d,) not find lJIany in&taJlces ot buch hlOingo 
dischalged But If Amr-ricans have voIUl.tal'i1y pl"nd tbcllIsehu 
lIncler tllto B"itish flaj.!, I sec not Ihat their detention (.ught to be the 
groulld of a national qU"rI'd. The idea that any very great I:um. 
ber of :ilealllf'n are cOl,fil,ed on board of British ship., til,tB not all. 
pf'a,· to be llubstl1ntialed by slich facb at; would bt exper.tf'd was it 
real. Although we heal' of tke m~n, thousancls of {o\11' impressed 
lea men wh" are suffe"jllg in thej;(' floating dungeons 01' h. lIs. as 
they have been c~lkd, which ha\t been multiplied til 20, and I be. 
1 e~ e even to 40 th('u6~llcl ; yet come to point out knlJwll individuals, 
it i, que'tiol,able w hethH 100 cOlllci bl> de~ignated by their nall,t s 
and pl .. ces of auode. \V here do thl:~e scall,en bel!Jng? Do they 
htlollg to Boston, Salem, Mal'blehead, Portland, Newporl, Pr"vi. 
dence. or to any othe,' palts.of New Ellgland, 0\ part af the CIIUI,\I'Y 
"hich has peril ... p, fUlnishecI more native Sr.,lTIt'n Ihan:!lll the l'k.ted 
Slates be::sides? No. Do they belong to New York Ntw Jrrse::y, 
Puiladelphla, Bdltimol e. Nor/cJlk, Clwrkstl:Jll, or to ony olher place 
eLller ill the southtrn 0" middle states? No. It is vcry questiona­
ble \\ hethel' more thall half a ckzen individuals could be p.,inted out 
ill eitber of lho"e )llace., \Vhae Ihen in the ',BOle uf 'common 
6'J,se do they belol'g. if thl'Y are citizr'l1s of the Unitt'cI Slates ?_ 
''" e will certainly search in vain for them in Kentul..ky, Ohio, Ten­
Ill'S~t'e, ai' any of Ihe weSlern stiltes 01' territories, Su many details 
molY be considtr(d as dry, and tl,e: peru.al unintc.resting. Ullder 
dltrl!' eNt cirCUfllitances this would be the: catie. Few are di'posed 
t" t!xami5Je c"lclilations, whert a recourse to fjgu .. e~ is flecessary. 
liut ill our p' eselll situation, inH,!vcd in a IVaI', "hich mu,,! be dili. 
astl"tJlIs ... I,d n'lIY, ill the {'ncl. prove ruinous 10 our best interests, 
on tllilO single I)uilit, it is of im~ortance to in\"t·!tti~ate facts, and as 
f .. r CIS pI'actic"iJit, as(;cl"tain the Dlagnill.de (if tht. nil. Having pro. 
tr"ett:d thi, ~d(1i l"SS to a milch grl:alel' ICIII;th tban wa~ intendld. my 
eondllclil,!!. lell;, I'ks will he bUI fnv. It m .. y. h')\\'('Hr bt of imll""·. 
t"I',ce tl) dJs,::. "c. tllat \\ ht:1l we were prccil'it::tcd into II war fOI" the 
C("IJlTlel1€l.Illl:I,t of "hie). Ihi, \filS &"II!I.cd oS ""to of Ihe principal 
gIOUI,Ci. alld j, now the sule c"use fill ... hich it is erJlltir,ucd, tht- evil 
\\,\S 1101 illcreasin~ but 'rather dlll:il,isl.illg. B<:lweC'1I January 19, 
13d and Marcl. lilh 181"6-363 uppliciltions ... tl'e cOlllOlUniclllt"C1 to 
ti., , "1',.IlIll("IIt tJf ,r.\c, exclUSive uj 47 to the agent at J 'nraica. 
lli.:L\lCoC:1I titllt .. "II;;, .. lid lhe ~ccond of tht: ~"me OlOllLh lSuS, .697 



21 

applications. Fl'om th 1t rlate to ,,"pril 5. 1810, no inrorm~tion, F~n", 
Hl.Ir daw t'l January 19. 1812, :200 applications. ThHt G"CoAt B, itain 
h~~ l'cf!l'Scd tn I'elease \mcl'icans. known to be such; Ul1les~ it be 
in til: c.,s.: of \',)IUlltaI'Y cn!i~tlllcnts, mal'l'ia~e in Great B"itain, or 
som:: othel' CirClllllsLIIlce which is Ilcculial' in their situ.,tion, does 
not ,.PP':;1I' in evidence, That she is in the habit of tran.,fening 
i·npces.crl Aruericans ["om ship to .. hip. in order th«t applications 
for their rele ... e may he rendcl'ed aborti ve. l1ud .111 enquiries about 
tht'ffi fl'IJitleii~. iii shoWIl not to be Couuded on f"ct. hy the great 
Ilu.n:lers which ~he Ius r<::leased from tirne:: til time, I "av,· /lot 
br'JuJ;ht illtf) this I'eckonill!; thoie I'eic<lse(l previolis to 18 14, altno· 
the hal"nce det .. ined is br(}u~ht forw'1I'd ill the reckoning. That 
shc Ius iuval·I.lbly refused to u~gotiate on tbe sllbjcct of impress­
ment, i~ ah'~ asserti',n without proof. The corre"pondence be­
tween Ll)l'd Grenville and :\1'. King, showed it to be a subject of 
great dlfficulty ,.nd dt:ie .. cI'. but it ncithcl' ~howed an entire disin­
clilll ion to n<"s0tla .e, nor !;ave !;"I)UIlU absolutcly to despaiI' uf 
5ucces~, F.'n,n (hat ti ne to 1806 I know not that thcrt "as aAY 
si.lccl·e dtte'llpt L. ncg"tiate 011 tlie ~ubjcct. T'li~ attempt ~a.e no 
ground to dC'i!l.il' of ~ucc",ss Had ti)c treaty of 1806 becn rdlifjed, 
thel'e i~ little douot but the inf'JJ'lnal ~rrallg'ement conl..ectcd with 
that instrume')t would have pl'ucti~dlly 5ecured to both goverll­
ment,> every thin!) [0 be '\ ished all the 5u!ljeet. TI.at U'eaty '" as 
contcm(ltuou~lr ~ent b,Jck by tllt thell chief ma!,;isu'ate, wltll<'ut 
dei;;ning to mJkl' the experiment, 01' evelJ to ~ubmit it to the "e­
nate, aBel onp. ~"ul'ce of dll the diflir.ulties which have ~illce ari,en 
bel,veen the two Il .. ~iul\~, on that and (Jthcl' subjects, may be traccd 
to th:lt t'..lSll act. Since that period tbere has becn no attcmpt at 
negotiation on that subject, unless it was c\Juplinv it, ill a momcnt 
ot il'ritation, with the ,,/f.lil' of thc Chcs1pcake, which \Va~ 5"on 
aban<hned This nut only failed 01 S!lCC, S" but was a me'IIl'; of 
protracting the ~etllcment of the (Jch"r difficl\lt~· to a much lulU' 
p~l'i\ld than it othel'wise would ha\'e bel'\], It IJOIS since be"1l 
I1I"rgcd in o~ht'1' dlmcul1ic5. and Ill'ither in the t'nders made t,) !he 
differcnt belli..;;crents dllril1 h the el1lt)'I;'~O and non intcrcoI1I'S~, 'lor 
ill the arl'anv,ement madc .... Itll Mr. EI'~kine in 1809. w .. s the ',' .tilt 
of an exr>rcss ~tipulation on the gul)jcct of impressment, con"idcl'q 
eel a, <In insul'lllountabie obstacl.: t,oJ all accoml1lod"tion. It Il)ust 
thel'efore seem ~tl ange that, when the e,·il itbe!!' is lcssclled, and evl't'y 
olher ground uf complaint sl\b~t'lnlial.lr rClllllv .. d, it sholiid still be 
tonsidert:d of slich lIl~gnitllde as tl> l),- II ;.L,fficicnt cau,c 101' "01111-

nlling the war. If it be Slid that the pri:1ciple it~elr is a ~lIffiril'nt 
cause of wal' and we 'Ju~ht nut to gn'e up t.lll~ e',nlcst beh),'c til .. t is 
rclillqlli;llfld \Vithout attempting "t aillo discu~s the qllc,tion al.l1Jut 
the prinripll" I "nbWel thai I have 110 Idea of goinJ; to \\ar f"I' an 
abstract IlI'inciple wllt:ther it he right r r \vl:()tl~, A man rna\' pro­
f, 5S the ~rinciple that he has '. I'i~ht to my brill, but so lon~ ,'s he 
a!t~mpts no pt'Jctic.d step, either legal 01' ,i"lcnt. to establish his, 
cl"lrn I will not ~(J to law with him. There h .. ve becn man)' long 
al\d bl'Jo(h' WH~ het we(-n Great B,itain :Inti Fraltce, n'allV (,r thern 
9n grouud~ ~ufficient)y I'idiculou., bUL I know nOI !hat alJY olle IH.IL' 
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1VU for thi, caUll8 aloM, that one of the Kings of Great Britain as­
sumed. and his Sllccessors for several celltUJ'ieli centinued to adopt 
t"e I'idiculous title of King of Fr .. nce, Great Britain may claim 
the right flf impl'essing her own subjl'cts from on board of Ame­
rican ve5sels. 01' "he may claim if you please, the right of im­
prc5sing Americans, which by the way she has never done; but it is 
only in the practical exercise of that right that it can be II I'cal 
,dennce or a calise of war, I have hitherto said notbing about 
the probability of obtaining the o~ject in plll'suit b~ war. I believe 
there is none. We may take Canada and Nova·Scotia, and the Flo­
ridal! into the bal'gain, i. e. if we can obtain them, and alT,dl's on the 
.,cean remain in the same state as at preseut, unless it Le by an al­
teration ful' the worse. If evel' the object is obtained 01' tbe diffi. 
culty settled it must be by aRlicable negotiation, Even after a war 
of 5even years. or a longer period it must come to that at last, and 
whenever a disposition to meet the subject in that way is mutual, 
{lxperiellce has shewn that. although difllcult and dlilicate, it is not 
impl'acticahle. Gl'eat Bl'itain has an unuolll.>ted claim upon her 
own seamen, und we have no right either to detain, or secrete them 
llllllcr fictitious protections;. They are necessary to her natienal 
exi,;tencc It .. cI independence, We have a right to have OUI'$ guard­
ed a~~hlst vexcttiuus impressments. If we wish to ~eClll'e OUI'S, it 
Illu,t be by a readiness to lIorrender hel's. Concessions must b. 
mutual if evel' peace and good understandillg i5 to be re.establish­
too. It is idle to expect coercion to effect it. In Will' as well at 
other gl'eat nalional or individual undel·takings, calculations oldght 
to be made about the probahle expen~e :.\I.J risk. compared with 
the olject to be obtained. The point in view ht:re is the securing 
of " ri~ht Which, in the full eXlcllt it has been claimed, uill operate 
indiscrimillately in [IVur of British aEd American saito I s, and it is 
ullcel'lain whether it would not prove more injurious than bendicial 
to ollr n"live seamen. As it I'U pects the expense of this war, we 
have a gOl;d sample il'l what has alrf'tldy taken place, Should it be 
cOlltinut:d another campaign without allY additiunal expense to what 
has aiready been authorised, it will, besides exhausting the ordinary 
sources of revenue, make an addition of Z 37,000,000 to our na­
tional {)ebt, viz, 27 millions in loans and 10 dilto tl'easul'Y notes, In 
addition to the expen~e, the prodigal waste of human life, and the 
increase or human misery necessOlrily attendant upon war, ought to 
be bl'OlI~ht inlo thlt estimate. Hitherto oU\' expense of blood and 
tre~Slll't:, tillS not been rewarded by many hlurd:;. These consider­
ations have induced me to b. !Ieve, that the sacrifice is infinitely 
too gl'eat for the ohject tn be obtained, and that a farther pl'osecu· 
tion of the wal', nuw w:l<'n tl'le. principal CIlUite for which it was 
commenced is J·emoved. in ~pite uf defellt. disgrace, disa,ter, a~d a 
gl'owing opposition of pllblic ~l'·ntiment against it, for an object 
wholly illadcqur.te to the saci ifit:e to ·be made, and which. if it is 
evel' obtained, must!>c proCIJlCU in another way, is putting, the 
vital intere.ts of tke country at hazal'd without the prospect of any 
adequ<ltc return. On tllcsg' :lccounts I hue uniformly been op­
po~ed tu the wur. ahhotll{h tll:l: opposition has been hitherto unsuc­
cessful. I feel however a-!,ati$faction in th~ consciousnesl that I 



h:\ye done my duty. I have talten ssme pains to render tbe above 
statements correct But, beillg for a long time unaccustomed to 
figUl'es, it is possible some mi<;takes may have crept in. I hope 
there are none of moment. Deductions and rea50nin". must st,nd 
01' fall by their own merit. Any material errol' I shall with plea­
sure retract when pointed Ollt. A condemnation of the whole in 
bulk without examination, will be suffered to pass lInnoticed.-With 
expression of my best wi,hes for the p!'osperity alia happiness of 
eur com mon country. and with grateful sentiment_ for the rcpeated 
marks of approbation given to my feeble, though sincere enueavors 
to dischal'gt: the duties of my station, 

I subscribe, 

Your friend and felIo", citizen, 

SAML. TAGGART. 

TVaflhington, February 17, 1i13:. 
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