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patent in 1620, 10 a mew company, called the Council of Plymouths their limits
and privileges.  Account of the country and of the ndians ,
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their religion and
s as alfo of the Iroquois,
and cuftoms.  Account of the firft
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1753
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BOOK L

SECTION L

The difeovery of America, and the effabliflinent of Colomes there by the
Europeans.—OQOrigin 0f the Britifh fettlements . North America; ats
ancient names, and modern div ifions.—Origin of the French /cft/emﬂnt.r
in Louifiana and Canada. Defcents and encroachments from thence upon
the Britifb Colomes.—Treaty of Ryfwick in 1697, the treaty of Utrecht
in 1713, and the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748, fo far as regards
our Colomies—The French infractions of the laft treaty. Remarks there-
on, and on the treaties relative thereto.—Commiffaries appointed, in
1750, to fettle the Limits between the two crowns. The views of the
French in North America, and their Hoflilities on the Obio, in 1755.—
State of the Britifh Colonies, and the number of thewr wmbabitunts ; as
alfo the number of French wubabitants in North America, with remarks.
—Account of the three forts of Government eftablifhed by the Englifly in
America: Royal Governments, Governments by Charter, and Proprictary
Governments ; their difference and diftinction, with remarks. The Bri-
tifh Colomaes exert themfelves, enconraged by the Earl of Halifax.—French
troops fent to Canada; and two provincial regiments ordered to be rayfed
i the Britifh Colonies.~The condull of the Courts of London and Ver-
Jalles.—Supplies granted for America by the Britifh Parliament.— Ne-
gociations continued in Europe concerning America.— Propofals on both

Jides for a Ceffation of Hoflilities there. “The ponts clamed by Irance :
B2 Thofe
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Thofe claims rejected: Both fides prepare for War.— Admiral Bofcawenwr
Jails with a_fquadron to Newfoundland, and General Braddock Jent with
tavo regiments from Ireland to Virginia.—General reprizals granted againft

all French fbips: Both nations juftify thewr conduct in Europe, awhile
Hoflilities are continued in America.—Remarks.

to the reft of the world, until the year of Chrift 1492, when it

was difcovered by Chriftopher Columbus. The Spaniards called
it the New World; and it is feparated from the Old, by the Atlantic and
Pacific oceans. ‘'The Atlantic is about three thoufand miles wide between
South America and Africa, and nearly the fame breadth between North
America and Europe ; but the Pacific 1s about nine thoufand miles wide
between America and Afia. There are {fome rezfons, however, to ima-
gine, that America may nearly join either to- the north-part of Afia or
Yurope ; or perhaps to both.

r E < H L great and populous continent of America remained unknown

The example of the Spaniards excited other European princes to efta-
blith colonies in America, which is now inhabited from north to fouth by
Europeans, who have almoft extirpated the natives, and formed a kind
of collateral power to the European ftates. The New World has enriched
the Old; which has improved the New. Armies have been fent from
Furope to fight in America; juft as the Roman legions were fent to. Afia
to determine the fate of nations: and the like revolutions that have hap-
pened in ages paft, may, in the courfe of time, happen again..

Never were any people pofleflad of a finer country, or more happily
fituated, than that now fubject to the crown of Great Britain on the other
fide of the Atlantic ocean. Henry VIL king of England employed Sebaf-
tian Cabot in his fervice, to difcover a. north-weft paffage to the Eaft Indies,
in which he failed ; butin 1497, he made land in Weft Greenland in 67
degrees of north latitude, and from thence coafted to Cape Florida in 2§
degrees, taking pofleflion, according to the forms of thofe times, as he
failed along, for the crown of England, which thereby claimed a right
to the pofleffion of the north-ealt ccaft of America. prior to any other
European power. The commotions between England and Scotland poft-
poned the further profecution of thefe difcoveries; upon which Sebaftian
Cabot went to Spain, where he was made chief pilot of the kingdom, and
was highly careffed, to prevent his engaging with any other court; though
he rcceived an annuity of 166/ 13+s. 44. from the king of England, as
a reward for his fervices; becaufe he was juftly reputed the firft difcoverer
of the continent of North America. The Englith planted no Colonies
there unul the reign of Queen Elizabeth, who granted a patent to Sic

Walter
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- 'Walter Raleigh and his affociates, in 1584, for all fuch parts of America
as he fhould difcover and plant, from 33 to 4o degrees of north latitude.
Sir Walter formed a fettlement in the ifland of Roanoke, near the mouth
of Albemarle river in North Carolina, and called all this part of the con-
tinent by the general name of Virginia, in honour of his fovereign, Queen-
Elizabeth. This illuftrious man may be confidered as the father of the
Britith Colonies, which have moft unexpeétedly proved of infinite emolu-
ment to his native country, where he fell a facrifice to the refentment of’
Spain in the reign-of JamesI. The colonization of Virginia, however,
was not completed until the reign of Charles I. which was followed by
forming other fettlements in thofe extenfive countries belonging to the-
Britith government, upon the northern coafts of America ; as alfo in the
iflands of the Weft Indies, fituated between the Atlantic ocean, the nortl:-
fea, and the gulph of Mexico.

All this part of the continent was originally called Apalacha by the
natives ; and by the Spaniards, Florida. It was afterwards divided by the-
Englith into North and South Virginia: and then fubdivided into the
provinces, or colonies, of- New Lngland, Virginia, New York, New
Jerfey, Pennfylvanta, Maryland, North and South Carolina, Georgia,
Nova Scotia; befides New Britain, or Terra de Labrador, which is much’
the fame with the country called Hudfon’s Bay and Streights, {eparated
from the reft of the Britifh territories by the river of St. Lawrence and
part of Canada. Thus the principal Colonies of the Britith empire on
the continent of North America lay cdontiguous, fit to be confolidated, and
formed one continued chain of about 1505 miles in length, with the fes
before them, and the Apalachian mountains behind, gencially at about
the diftance of two or three hundred miles : Butif the Iroquois, and other
Indian nations under the protetion of Great Britain, were included, the
breadth muft have extended to Canada and Louifiana.

James Cartier failed up the river of St. Lawrence, and took poflellion
of Canada for the French in 1534. In 1562 they began another fettle-
ment in Florida, as it was then called, in the latitude of 24 degrees; but
they could not comptete any fettlement there until 1684, when De la Salle
difcovered the mouth of the Mifliflippi; and, in 1698, Iberville called the.
whole country Louifiana, in honour of Louis XIV. which has been greatly
improved, efpecially fince the year 1720. Thefe large countries were
fituated at the back of the Britifh Colonies; and it was {foon evident that
the court of France began to make North America an object of great at-
tention, with a defign to become mafters of it ali. 'I'hey found that, by
means. of the great lakes, they could come clofe upon-Viryinia, Pennfyl-

! van
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cania and Mew Yurk; as alfo, that by the river St. Lawrence on one fide,
and Cape Breton on the other, they could endanger Nova Scotia. TIrom.
hence it was manifeft that Great Britain could not be too provident in

adilting any of her Colonies that might be attacked or threatened by the
French, who boafled they would drive the Britifh colonifls into the {ea.

The French muade repeated defcents from -Canada upon the Britith
Northern Coloni-s, and deftroyed their fettlements: they made pcace
only to ftrengthen themfelves for war, and broke every treaty to accom-
plith their vicws.  Gallic faith was become proverbial, and the neighbours
of France could reproach her with innumerable inftances of a moft profli-
gate difregard to the moft folemn treaties ; while the power, populoufnefs,
and exient of their monarchy exempted the French from thofe apprehen-
fions which bind the weaker fide to be faithful to its engagements.

By the treaty of Ryfwick in 1697, commiflioners were to determine
the difputes about Hudfon’s Bay: And by the treaty of Utrecht, in 1713,
it was agreed that Hudfon’s Bay fhould be reftored to Great Britain, By
this treaty of Utrecht, all Nova Scotia was to be delivered to the Englifh,
with Newfoundland and the adjacent "iflands; which was confirmed by
the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle in 17;8. But this laft treaty was no fooner
figned, than France began to reftore her marine, which had been almoft
ruined in the late war; and no fooner had the Britith {fubjects began to

ettle in Nova Scotia, than the French began to difpute about its bounda-

ries, which they were determined to abridge in favour of themfelves,
while they were gradually drawing and extending a line along the borders
of the Britifh fettlements from St. Lawrence to the Mifliffippi, and build-
ing forts to fecure the moft convenient pafles on the lakes and rivers that
formed the communication. They were fenfible this would effeCtually
cut off all intercourfe and traffic between the Britith Colonies and the
Indians up the interior countries, whom they could compel to fall under
their fubje&tion, or ftarve; noiwithﬁanding it was agreed, by the 15th
article of the treaty of Utrecht, that * the {fubje&s of France, inhabitants
of Canada, and elfewhere, thould not difturb or moleft in any manner

whatever, the five Indian nations which were {fubject to Great Britain. nor
its other Aumerican allies,” ’

_Many clamours were raifed at the conceflions made to France at the
conclufion of the peace of Utrecht. The Britith miniftry were blamed
for not mfifting on the furrender of Canada, as well as Nova Scotia and

Newfoundland, for the fecurity of the Northern Colonies ; nor ought they

to have allowed the French the poffeffion of Cape Breton, if they had
C o well
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well confidered or properly underflood the nature of the iifhery in thofe
feas.

.Both Canada and Nova Scotia were the ancient pofleflions of the crown
of England; therefore King James 1. knowing his title to be good, macde
a grant of Nova Scatia, in 1621, to the Earl of Stirling : but Charles I.
and Charles II. gave it, together with Canada, to the French. Nova
Scotia was to be fully reftored to the Englifh by the rath article of the
treaty of Utrecht; and it was then univerfally allowed, that its limits
extended as far as New England on the Weft, the river and gulph of St.
Lawrence on the North and Eaft, and the Atlantic ocean on the South.

It is very neceflary to obferve, that though the reflitution of Capc
Breton to the crown of England was certainly implied in that tweltth
article, - as well as.that of Nova Scotia; though Cape Breton was always
reckoned a part of Nova Scotia, and included therein by the patents;
though Queen Anne declared, that the looked upon Cape Breton to belong
to her, as part of the ancient territory of Nova Scotia; yet, by the thir-
teenth article of the fame treaty, the Englith were negociated out of this
important place, which was given up to the French.

. In the propofals which Louis XIV. made to Queen Anne, previous to
the treaty of Utrecht, his whole foul feems to have been tixed upon the
pofleflion of Acadia or Nova Scotia ; but by the fixth article in thofe offers,
he propofed, That * after the conclufion of the peace, there fhould be
commiflioners named on both fides, as well for regulating,. in the {pacc
of ane year, the limits between Canada or New France on one fide, as
Acadia and the lands of Hudfon’s Bay on the other.” And in the nex:
article he propofed, That ¢ the limits being once fixed, it fhould be
forbidden to the fubjeéts of both crowns to pafs the faid limits to go bv
land or by fea the one to the other; as likewife to difturb the trade of
either nation among themfelves, and to difturb the Indian nations who
were allies, or had made their {fubmiffion to either crown.” The French
wanted a {peedy conclufion of the peace, and were defirous that commil-
taries fhould be appointed to fettle and adjuft the differences relating to
commerce, as had been done between them and the Dutch at the treaty.
of Ryfwick; which the Britith miniftry refufed, becauie ¢ whatever is
referred, is given up.”

By the treaty, however, the Canada or French line with the Hudfon’s
Bay company of Great Britain was afcertained, from a certain promontory
upon the Atlantic ocean, in ;8 degrees 30 minutes of north latitude, to

U
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cun fouth-weft to Lake Miftaffins ; to be continued ftill fouth‘-wé{’c- to the
1uth degree; and from thence due weft indefinitely. By this conce_ﬂign
the French obtainzd a fea-line fkirt of Terra de Labrador, or pr Britain,
the better to accommodate their fithery : but,, if the Britith intereft had
been fufhiciently rerarded, the weft line or parallel of 49 degrees north
latitude ought to have been continued eaft a little above .the mopth of

,‘ . . . 1
St. Lawrence or Canada river.

Yet, in this peace of Utrecht, it was omitted to fettle a' line between
the Britith Colonies and thofe of France from north to fouth; as alfo.a.
Tine eaft and weft between Carolina or Georgia and the Spanifh claims in
Tlerida,

France had £ill a political afcendency over Great Britain in the war of
1744 ; and by the ninth article of the.treaty of peace in 1748, it was fti-
pulated, that commiffaries fhould be appointed to reftore and receive
whatever might have been conquered on either fide. The French foon
after laid claim to the greateft part of Nova Scotia, and of the country
belonging to the Iroquois Indians ; thercfore commiflaries were appointed
to fettle the precife limits between the refpetive crowns. |

The Dritith commiflaries were Governor Shirley and Mr. Mildmay,
- who went to Paris in 1750, and held many conferences with the French
commiflaries appointed for fettling the controverted limits in America.
It was a fruitlefs negociation; but the Britith. commiffaries drew up feve-
1l judicious ‘and. laborious memorials, in fupport of their.fovereign’s
vight to Nova Scotia; and their memorials were publithed in ¥756, by
order of the Earl of Halifax and the other Lords of Trade; as a full exhi-
bition of the Britifh title to that part of America. : gr el

e, o~

. L SR S
One great and indeed principal {ecurity of the Britith-Colonies againft
the fatal effe@s of the French encroachments confifted in this, that the
trench fettlements were not capable of fubfifting a body of troops firong
cnough to overrun the Britifh Colonies ; nor had they any convenient har-
Lour except in the ifland of Cape Breton. But it was apprehended, if the
French made themfelves mafters of Nova Scotia, they would be in a con-
dition to introduce and fubfift a body of troops firong encugh, with the
French Acadians, the inhabitants of Canada and Cape Breton, and the

Indians, to reduce all the Britith Colonies.

- While the Britifh commaiflaries were negociating at Paris, the ufurpa-
tions of the French were continued in America. They frequently made”’

1curfions .
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incurfions into the peninfula of Nova Scotia, where they built feveral
forts, and particularly a moft important one to command the ifthmus ;
thus deciding by the fword, in time of full peace, that controver{y which
they themfelves had agreed fhould be amicably adjufted by their commif-
faries.

In the war of 1744, the French efteemed their fithery upon the banks
of Newfoundland, Cape Breton, and Nova Scotia, as the principal branch
of their commerce, and the foundation of their maritime force; but they
had the mortification to fee that trade fufpended by the lofs of Cape Breton
in 1745, and all Canada endangered by a deftined attempt upon Quebec
in 1746. The French altered their plan after the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle,
and were refolved to get pofleflion of North America by land, as they
were not firong enough to difpute the dominion of the fea, which they
had done in 16go and 1692. They expended great fums of money upon
their royal geographers and hydrographers, that their maps and fea-charts
might quadrate with their political {fyftem of encroachments upon the ter-
ritories of other nations ; and thus, by eftablithing their imaginary rights
by the pen, they were determined to confirm their accuracy by a forcible
pofleflion, and maintain it, if neceflary, by the {word.

It has been ever underftood, from the firft fettlement of American Co-
lonies, that the pofleflors of the coaft had an inherent right to the inland
territory.  Upon this principle, the Britifh charters, granted to the
feveral proprietors, afcertain the boundaries of the Colonies only from
north to fouth, and leave them unlimited from eaft to weft; but the
French fettled Canada to the north-eaft of the Britith Colonies, where
they met with little interruption in their eftablifhment, which tempted
them to move to the fouth-weft. They then began to preferibe thofe
boundaries of the Britifh fettlements, which had always been confidered
as illimitable, by building a line of forts to prevent their extenfion weft-
ward, and to inclofe them between two fires, by means of their fleet at
fea, when their marine was reftored, and their batteries at land.

+ 'The vaft tra& of country that forms a barrier for the Britifh {ettlements
between Louifiana and Canada, is inhabited by many different nations
of Indians, who are the natural lords of the {oil, which extends near
two thoufand miles in length, from the gulph of St. Laurence to the
mouth of the Mifliflippi, and about fix hundred miles in breadth from
the head of the lakes to the Allegheny mountains. This great territory
i full of prodigious mountains, capacious lakes, and large rivers. The
French give us an account of twenty-eight Indian nations that were in
alliance with them in Canada; whofe country the French divided into
' ©n
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ten provinces : They had alfo made fixteen fettlements along the Miffif-
fippi in Louifiana, where they carried on a confiderable trade.

In 1716, the French erected a fort near Onondago, to cut off the com~
munication of the Englifh with Lake Ontario; but Colonel Schuyler de-
molifhed the fort, and drove all the French out of that part of the country.
Th.s induced the Englith of New-York, in 1727, to build a fort at
Ciwego, on-the coaft of Lake Ontario. In 1731, the French erected a
firong fort at Crown-point, on the fouth-weft of Lake Champlain, at the
back of New-England and New-York. The plan of ufurpation at the
back of the Britifh fettlements went gradually on from year to year; but
they intended to give the finithing ftroke of their ambitious encroach-
ments, by erefting forts and fettlements upon the river Ohio, which
roufed the Britifh Colonifts, and alarmed the government in England.

The Marquis Du Quefne was governor of Canada in 1750, when he
fent M. de la Jonquier to make proper fettlements upon the banks of the
Ohio, a country whofe inhabitants had been in alliance with the Englifh
above an hundred years; to which alfo the Englifh had a claim as being
a conqueft of the Five Nations; and from which, therefore, the French
were excluded by the 15th article of the treaty of Utrecht. The poffef-
fion of the Ohio was abfolutely neceflary, that the great plan of conne&-
ing Canada with Louifiana might fucceed; therefore the French began:
their hoftilities againft the Englith in that country foon after the peace of
Aix-la-Chapelle ; infulted their traders, plundered and made them pri--
{foners, ereCted fortrefles, and eftablithed fettlements. |

The governor of Virginia, in 1753, fent Major Wathington to com-
plain of thefe hoftilities ; but he returned with fuch an anfwer from the
French commanding officer on the Ohio, as only thewed how much in
carneft they were to maintain themfelves in their new ufurpations ;. and:
from this period we may look upon the war as begun.

No doubt the French minifters flattered themfelves that England, inat-
tentive to the interefts of its colonies for fo many years before, would not.
have the fpirit to oppofe force to force, and do itfelf juftice by other wea-
pons than the complaints of its ambaffador, and the memorials of its com-
miffaries at Paris : But the hour of vengeance was at laft come ; the inte-
refis of the Britifh nation were attended to-by thofe in power the infinite:
ymportance of its Colonies was underftood, and a refolution ta’ken to have
recourfe to arms. Thus Great Britain prepared for war; a war truly
national, and {prung from a root truly Englith. The n,ation was no}:
fuffered to fink into contempt, though the miniftry, which had received

no
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no material alteration ﬁnce the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, were much
tmublcd with qualms arifing from their old kind of timidity.

The Earl of Albemarle was the Britith ambaflador at the French court,
where he firongly remonftrated againft the proceedings and conduct of
M. de la Jonquier on the Ohio, and demanded that the fort which the
French had undertaken to build on the river Niagara might be razed.
_'The French miniftry were only for procraftinating the affair; while the
governors of the Britith Colonies fent over frefh complaints to the Britifh
miniftry, who began to think it neceflary to a& with {pirit in America,
if they negociated with {upinity in Europe.

On the 28th of Auguft 1753, the Earl of Holdernefle fignified his Bri-
tannic Majefty’s commands to the feveral governors of North America,
¢ That in cafe the fubjeéts of any foreign prince or ftate thould prefume
to make encroachments in the limits of his Majefty’s dominions, or to
ere& forts on his Majefty’s lands, or to commit any other act of hoftility,
and fhould, upon a requifition made to them to defift from fuch proceed-
ings, perfift in them, they fhould draw forth the armed force of their
refpeétive provinees, and ufe their beft endeavours to repel force by force.”
Governor Shirley, about the fame time, obtained permiffion to leave the
French commiffaries at Paris and repair to London, from whence he re-
turned to his government of the Maflachufets Bay, where he received
orders from Lord Holdernefle to keep that colony in a ftate of defence.
Party-{pirit was then predominant in moft of the Colonies ; but Governor
Dinwiddie and Governor Dobbs recommended warlike meafures to the
colonies of Virginia and North Carolina, {o that thefe two colonies, with
thofe of New-England and New-York, were fenfible of their danger, and
prepared for their defence.

The Earl of Holdernefle, as one of the principal fecretaries of ftate, had
wrote another circular letter, to inform the American governors, ¢ That
his Majefty had information given him of the march of a confiderable num -
ber of Indians not in his alliance, fupported by fome regular European
troops, intending, as it was apprehended, to commit hoftilities on fome
parts of his Majefty’s dominions in America.”” And fignifying to the go-
vernors, ** That they fhould be upon their guard, and put the provinces
under their government into a condition to refift any hoflile attempts
which might be made on them.”

The Britith Colonies, exclufive of Georgia and Nova Scotia, were
divided into eleven diftin&t governments, within each of which nothing
C2 of
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of any confequence could be tranfaded but by their refpe@ive affemblies.
They appeared infenfible of the impending danger, when an immediate
junétion became abfolutely requifite for their common fecurity. They
contemned the power of Canada, and confided in the number of their own
inhabitants, of which the following is an authentic account taken from
militia rolls, poll taxes, bills of mortality, returns from governors, and

other authorities :

'The colonies of Inhabitants.
Halifax and Lunenberg in Nova Scotia ~ — 5>000

New Hampfhire — 30,000
Maflachufets Ba — 220,000
Rhode Ifland anz; Providence New England 35,000
Conneficut —_— 100,000
New York — —_ 100,000
The Jerfeys —_— — 60,000
Penn{ylvania -— — 250,000
Maryland — —_ 835,000
Virginia — —_ 8 5,000
North Carolina — — 45,000
South Carolina — —_ 50,000
Georgia —_ _— — 6,000

Total 1,051,000

'This number is exclufive of the Negroes, and the military forces in the
pay of the government. The Englifh inhabitants, though thus nume-
rous, were extended over a large tra&t of land, five hundred ieagues 1n
length, on the fea-fhore; and although fome of their trading towns were
thick fettled, their fettlements in the country towns lay at a diftance from
each other. Befide, in a new country, where land is cheéap, people are’
fond of acquiring large tracts to themfelves ; therefore, in the out-fettle-
ments they muft be more remote: and as the people that move out are
generally poor, they {it down either where they can eafieft procure land
or fooneft raife a fubfiftence. Add to this, that the Englifh had fixed and—
fettled habitations, the eaficft and fhorteft paffages to which the Indians,
by conftantly hunting in the woods, were perfettly well acquainted with ;
but the Englith knew little or nothing of the Indian country, nor of th’
paflages through the woods that led to it.. . ’

The number of French inhabitants in N 1 '
orth America, exclufive of
regular troops and Negroes, were calculated as follows : , ¢

The.
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The colonies of - Inhabitants.
Canada — — — 45,000
Louifiana — — 7,000

Total 52,000

The country was divided into feignories, and the lands held in foccage
by the tenants, who were thereby obliged, on any occafion, to take up
arms for their defence. The forces maintained by the king were diftri-
buted from Quebec down to New Orleans, among the fmall forts in the
inland parts, and {fome to the diftance of above a thoufand miles. The
Englifh, it is true, were more than in the proportion of twenty to one;
but union, fituation, proper management of the Indians, {fuperior know-
ledge of the country, and conftant application to a purpofe, might more
than balance divided numbers, and eafily break a rope of fand.

There were originally three forts of government eftablifhed by the
Englifh in America: 1ft, A Royal Government, properly fo called becaufe
the colony is immediately dependent on the erown ; the king appoints the
governor, council, and officers of ftate ; but the people elet their repre-
fentatives: fuch are the governments of Virginia, New York, the Jerfeys,
'New Hampfhire, both Carolinas, Georgia, Nova Scotia, and all the prin-
cipal iflands in the Weft Indies.—2d, A Charter Government was a com~
pany incorporated by royal charter, and invefted with a kind of fovereign
authority, to eftablith what fort of government they thought moft expe-
dient. Thefe charter governments have generally thought fit to transfer
their authority to the people; for the freemen not only ele& their repre-
fentatives in the general aflembly, but annually choofe their governor,
council or afliftants, and magiftrates : they make their own laws, and are
under no other reftraint than this, that they ena& no laws contrary to
thofe of England; if they do, their charters are liable to be forfeited.
Such are the governments of Conne&icut and Rhode Ifland ; and f{uch
were the governments of the Maflachulets, New Plymouth, and Pro-
vince of Main formerly; but their firft charters being adjudged forfeited
in the 36th year of the reign of King Charles II. the charter granted to
the Maffachufets by King William 111 has referved the appointment of a
governor, deputy-governor, and fecretary to the crown: but the houfe of
reprefentatives in the general affembly yearly choofe the council with the
concurrence of the governor, who has a negative in all eletions and alts
of government. The governorand council appoint the principal magiftrates,
and the general affembly nominate the inferior civil officers; but all laws
enalted are to be immediately tranfmitted to the king for his approbation

Gy
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or difallowance, to be fignified to the governor within three years: From

whence it appears, that the government of the Maﬁ'ac}}ufets,. in which
the colony of New Plymouth and the Province of Main, with part of

Acadia, are now comprehended, is, in fome inftances, different from either

of the two former fpecies of government, or rather a mixture of both.—

3d, A Proprietary Government; this is where the king by his charter

conflitutes a perfon the true and abfolute proprietary of a colony, fuch as

Pennfylvania, granted by King Charles II. in the fourteenth year of his
reign, to William Penn Efquire, fon and heir of Sir William Penn, the
famous admiral who conquered Jamaica, and afterwards greatly diftin-
guifhed himfelf by his courage and condu¢t under James Duke of York,
in that fignal battle fought and obtained againft the Dutch fleet commanded
by Van Opdam in 1665. The king granted this charter, faving always
to himfelf, his heirs and fucceflors, the faith and allegiance of the faid
William Penn, his heirs and affigns, and of all other the tenants and
inhabitants within the territories {fo granted ; and f{aving alfo to the crown
the fovereignty of the fame. By this charter, Mr. Penn was to hold and
poflefs the colony to him, his heirs and affigns, and their only proper ufe
and behoof for ever; to be held of the crown, as of the caftle of Wind{or,
in free and common foccage, by fealty only, for all fervices, and not
capite, or by knight’s fervice; yielding and paying therefor to the crown
two beaver-fkins, to be delivered at the caftle of Windfor, on the firft of
January in every year; and alfo the fifth part of all gold and filver ore
which fhould be found within the limits granted, clear of all charges. His
Majefty erected that country into a province and feignory, and ordered it
to be thenceforth called Pennfylvania. A full and abfolute power was
granted to Mr. Penn and his heirs, and to his and their deputies and
lieutenants, to enact and publifh laws by and with the advice of the free-
men of the country or their deputies, whom the proprietary was to

aflemble for that purpofe. For farther particulars fee under the hiftory
of this colony.

Maryland and Pennfylvania are now the only proprietary governments
in North America. But, by a late flatute, they grogrietorynguﬁ have the
confent of the king in appointing a governor, when the proprietor does
not perfonally refide in the colony, and of a deputy-governor when he
does: Likewife, by another ftatute, all the governors of the Britith Colo-

nies are liable to be called to account for mal-adminiftrati ' _
of King's Bench in England., inuftration, by the court

Thus there are various forts of royal grants of coloni hi
more particularly ftated as follows : e onies, which may .be«

1. To
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1. To one or more perfonal proprietaries, their heirs and afligns, both
property and government; {uch are Pennfylvania and Maryland. 2. The
property to perfonal proprietors, the government and jurifdi&ion in the
crown ; as in the Carolinas and Jerfeys. 3. Property and government in
the crown; as in Virginia, New York, and New Hampfhire. 4. Pro-
perty in the people and their reprefentatives, the government in the
erown; as in Maflachufets Bay. 5. Property and government in the
governor and company, called the freemen of the colony; fuch are
Rhode Ifland and Conne&icut: But this laft feems to be the moft effeGtual
method of the firft fettling and peopling a colony.

In the beginning of thefe colony-grants there was only one houfe of
legiflature ; the governor or prefident, the council or afliftants, and the
reprefentatives or members voted together : But now, in conformity to
the legiflature in Great Britain, they confift of three {eparate negatives.
Thus, by the governor reprefenting the king, the Colonies feem monar-
chical ; by a council they look to be ariftocratical ; and by a houfe of re-
prefentatives, or delegates from the people, they appear democratical.
There are a few irregularities or exceptions from thefe negatives in fome
of the colonies; as 1. In Conne&icut and Rhode I{land, their ele&ive
governor has no negative. 2. In Pennfylvania, the council have no
negative. 3. In Maflachufets Bay, the council are not independent; but
in fome eletions the council and reprefentatives vote together.

About half a century paft, upon fome complaints concerning the Colo~
nies, particularly of South Carolina, the Britifh miniftry were of opi-
nion, that it would be for the general intereft of the kingdom to have all
charter and proprietary governments vacated by a& of parliament, and a
bill was accordingly brought in the Houfe of Commons, where it was
dropped by the addrefs of Mr. Dummer, who was then agent for New
England, and publifhed an ingenious piece, wherein he gave the true
ftate of the Colonies, and convinced the mother-country of their utility.
However, {ince that time, their different conftitutions have too much di-
vided the general intereft of the Colonies, which has been increafed by an
interference with each other. Thus the different colonies have refpetive
interefts, and the reafon is plain why they were fo much difunited in 1754.
Each colony was independent of the other; fome of them very remote,
and thofe which were near were generally difcordant in their councils
upon the manner of ating againft the common enemy ; difagreeing about
the quota of men and money which they fhould refpeéively contribute,
and confidering themfelves as more or lefs concerned according to the
diftance of the colonies from immediate danger; fo that it was very diﬂ'ila

cule
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cult for them to agree upon any one plan, and as difficult to execute it
it any one could be agreed upon. Whereas the French fettlements were
under the abfolute command of one governor-general, who could dire&
their forces as he pleafed upon all emergencies. It was therefore eafy.

to conceive, that a large body of men, part of them regular troops, with

the afiftance of the Indians {cattered through the continent, upon the back
of all the Britith fettlements, might reduce a number of difunited and
idependent colonies, unfupported with regular troops, though much
fuperior to them in point of the number of inhabitants. The effeés of
this ditference of government, within the Britith and French Colonies,.-
were moft fenfibly felt in the former war; and a moft melancholy proof
was given of it after the circular orders from Lord Holdernefle were re-
ceived; for, notwithftanding the common danger, no two governments’
could agree upon any meafures, to ad with any degree of vigour for the

general good.

The French meditated all poffible arts to extend their frontier,/which _
began to alarm the Britith provinces; and as Virginia appeared more im-
mediately concerned, Governor Dinwiddie wrote to the neighbouring
governoers, importuning the aid of the other colonies, for repelling the-
mmvafion, and ere&ting a fort at the confluence of the Ohio and Monon-
gahela.  New York voted 5,000/ currency in aid of Virginia, where
the fum of 10,000/ was voted, and 300 men raifed for the protetion
ot their frontiers. The command was given to Colonel Wathington, who
began his march on the 1ft of May, 1754. He croffed the ‘mountains
and penetrated as far as the Monongahela; but was attacked on the 3d’
of July by goo French and 200 Indians, who obliged him to fubmit on
very difagreeable terms. Thus the French remained mafters of the Ohio,
and built Fort Du Quefne, which they kept until 1758, when it was re-
duced by General Forbes, and called Pitt{burgh.

The glory of the Britith nation began to revive, and the Colonjes
fheweq an unexpected exertion of public {pirit, efpecially as they were
patronized by the Farl of Halifax, who then prefided at the Board for
‘Trade and Plantations. The French had commenced aCtual hottilities in
America, where they had fent 8,000 troops in 1752, of whom g, 500 went
to Canada, 3,500 to the Mifliffippi, and 2,000 to St. Domingo. In the
fummer of 1754, they collected together at Breft and Rochfort a confi-
derable number of feamen, to be fent to Canada to man fome men-of-war |
that had. been built there; and were preparing to fend additional forces
and warlike flores to that colony. This made it neceflary for Great Bri-
tan to equip a fleet, as it wys now determined not to lofe a foot of land

in
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in America. His Majefly alfo direGted two new regiments of foot to be
raifed in America, under the refpeGtive commands of governor Shirley and
Sir William Pepperell; and two regiments were ordered from Ireland to
Virginia, under the command of Major-general Braddock, who was
patronized by the Duke of Cumberland.

The French nation were not defirous of war; becaufe they knew they
were contending for boundlefs waftes, from whence neither they noe
their pofterity could draw much advantage for ages to come. The peo-
ple of England were eager for war, becaulfe they were contending for the
prefervation and fecurity of a well cultivated country, inhabited by threir
own countrymen, and of infinite prefent advantage to the fubje&s of
Great Britain, of whom many thoufands owed their whole fubfiftance to
the American colonies.

The parliamentary grants for 1755 amounted to 4,073,420/ out of
which the fum of 40,350/ was granted for the two regiments of foot to
be raifed in America, 7,338/. for {everal officers to go in the expedition
under General Braddock, and 1,779/ for hofpital officers in that expedi-
tion; 40,418 /. for fupporting the colony of Nova Scotia, and 2,957 /. for
the colony of Georgia. 'Thus far the colonies were protected; but by
the mutiny-a&, which was principally conftru&ted by Mr. Fox then fe-
cretary at war, the forces in America were fubjeCted to a new military
reftriction in thofe parts; for a claufe was inferted which provided that
all troops which fhould be raifed in any of the Britifh provinces in Ame-
rica, by authority of the refpe&tive governments, fhould, at all times
and in all places, when they happened to join, or at in conjunction with
his Majefty’s Britifh forces, be {ubjet to the fame martial law and difci-
pline.

The excrcife of martial law hath been often oppofed and condemned by
parliament, as repugnant to Magna Charta, and inconfiftent with the fun-
damental rights and liberties of a free people; nor was fuch power given
to courts martial after the peaces of Ryfwick and Utrecht. Mr. Bollan,
the worthy and judicious agent for the province of the Maflachufets Bay,
offered a petition againft this additional claufe, which brought on a fhort
debate 1n the Houfe of Commons, but had no remarkable effet.

The French ambaflador at the court of London made great proteftations
of the fincere defire which his court had, finally and fpeedily to adjuit all
di‘putes between the two crowns concerning America. He therefore
propofed, ¢ That before the ground and circumflances of the quarrel

VoL. L - D fhould
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fhould be enquired into, pofitive prd_ers {hould be irnmecll{lately fent to ttbe-_
refpective Britith governors, forblddmg 'them to und.er.ta. € angf new en f}:-
prize, or proceed to any g& of hoﬁlhty;. and enJommgh tlemci on the
contrary, to put things, without delay, with regard to the ban s (t))nf e
Ohio, on the fame footing that they were, or ought to have een% ec;)re
the late war; and that the refpective claims fhould be amicably referre ‘2‘0
the Commiflioners at Paris, that the two courts might terminate the dif-
ference by a fpeedy accommodation.”

The Britith court immediately declared its readinefs to confent to tf.xe
ceflation of hoftilities; but upon this condition, that all the pofleflions in
America fhould previoufly be put on the foot of the treaty of Utrecht,
confirmed by that of Aix-la~Chapelle. His Britannic Majefty, therefore,
propofed, that ¢ the pofleflion of the lands on the Ohio fhould be reftored
to the footing it was on at the conclufion of the treaty of Utrecht, and
agreeable to the ftipulations of the faid treaty, which was renewed by that
of Aix-la-Chapelle: and nioreover, that the other pofleflions in North
America thould be reftored to the fame condition in which they atually
were at the figning of the treaty of Utrecht, and agreeable to the c':eﬁionS» :
and ftipulations therein exprefled ; and then the method of informing the
refpelive governors, and forbidding them to undertake.any new enter-
prize cr act of hoftility, might be treated of; and the claims of both par-
ties referved, to be fpeedily and finclly adjufted in an amicable manner:
between the two courts.” '

The French ambaflador then delivered the draught of a preliminary
convention, which was nothing but the firft propofal enlarged. The,
draught of a counter-convention was delivered to him by the Britith minif-
try, containing a propofal of the moft moderate terms; being confined
to thofe points only which were the indifpenfible right of his Britannic
Majefty, and effential to the fecurity of the colonies. No anfwer was
made to this by France, whofe amba{ludor was ordered to demand, as a
previcus condition, that England fhould defifl from the three following
points, which made a principal part of the fubje& in difpute.

I. The {outh coaft of the river St. Lawrence, and the lakes that dif-
charge themfelves into that river.

IL. The twenty leagues of country demanded along the Bay of Fundi: and
III. The Lands between the Ohio and Ouabache.

The difcuffions which followed this extraordinary claim,

‘ ’ . . concluded
with the ambaffador’s prefenting a memorial, wherein the affair of the

iflands
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iflands was treated of, as well as that of North America. ‘This was an-
{fwered by a very ample piece, wherein the ambaflador’s piece was refuted
article by article, and the terms of the counter-convention fully juftified :

but this piece remained without a reply, by the fudden departure of the
ambaflador.

It was known that the French had a {quadron at fea, and it was necel-
fary that the Britith colonies fhould be carefully protected ; for which
purpofe General Braddock was fent with the troops to Virginia, and a
{quadron was ordered to fail for Newfoundland under adiniral Bofcawen.
As a kind of war was begun in North America, it was neceflary to purfue
it with power and vigour; and Great Britain was favoured at laft by hea-
ven with a fuccefs, in that part of the world, almoft unparalleled in
hiftory.

Admiral Bofcawen failed from Plymouth to the banks of Newfoundland,
~where he took the Alcide and Lys, two fhips belonging to the fquadron
commanded by M. Bois de la Mothe, who efcaped with the other fhips,
and landed his troops at Louifburg and Quebeck.

Mr. Alderman Janflen was Lord Mayor of London in 1755, by whofe
application to the miniftry, orders of reprifals were granted to his Majefty’s
thips againft all kinds of French fhips, by way of retaliation for the
many murders the French had committed, their plundering of our traders
to a great amount in the Indian country, and the encroachments they
had madg, fince the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle. The Duke of Newecaftle
‘acquainted the lords of Council, that the Lord Mayor had fent him fome
excellent hints. Thefe were to feize the French fhips from the Weft
Indies, ftated at four hundred fhips with twenty men in each, amounting
to cight thoufand feamen. * Would not {o great a blow to their trade
firike {uch a terror throughout France, as to incline its fubjecs to with the
Englifh nation might be left in full and peaceable enjoyment of all their
juft poflefiions ? and would not his Majefty’s fubje¢ts in North America
receive the important news with the greateft joy, and unite, as one man,
to repel the common enemy, who muft be greatly difcouraged when they
were once convinced, that we were determined, with our fleets, to cut off
all farther reinforcements going from France, to fupport them in that
part of the world.”

The meafure pointed out by the Lord Mayor was foon carried into
exccution; and, before the clofe of the year, there were aually three -
hundred and twenty fhips taken, with about 8oco feamen on board.

D2 - Commiiffioners
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Commiffioners were appointed for the fale of all the prizes taken before
the declaration of war, and the money was lodged in the bank of Eng~
land : It was then faid to amount to above feven hundred thoufand pounds,
and lay there as a depofit to indemnify the nation againft the depreda-
tions which the French had committed in America; but private perfons
who fuffered by thofe depredations never obtained any part of it.

While this kind of war was profecuted, the conduét of both nations
was juftified. The Duke de Mirepoix delivered a memorial to the Britifh
miniftry, concerning the French claims to the difputed part of Nova
Scotia; which memorial fet forth, ¢ That Acadia, as claimed by the
Britith commiflaries, had above 460 leagues of coaft; that ceded by the
treaty of Utrecht, contained litile more than fixty; and the reftitution
demanded by the Count D’Eftrades about three hundred.” This memo-
rial deferved no other anfwer than that the ambaflador muft quit the king-
dom as foon as poffible ; and the French miniftry made a public declaration
to all the courts of Europe, that ¢ if his Britannic Majefty’s allies took.
part in the war which was kindled in America, by furnifhing fuccours to.
the Englith, his moft Chriftian Majefty would be authorifed to confider.
and treat them as principals in it.”

The French infifted, that the differences between the two crowns related.
only to the continent of America, and cenfured the Englith for taking:
their fhips without declaring war. They every where declared, that
their flag was infulted, the law of nations contemned, and the faith of
treaties broken. They affected to take the confequence and effe& for the
caufe; and alledged, as the principal affair, what was only acceffory and
proceeded from it. France had invaded the Britith colonies, and was
fending a large reinforcement to America. Now the fame law, the fame
principle of felf-defence, which authorifes the refifting of an iavader,
equally authorifes the preventing of the party attacked from being over-
powered by fo formidable a reinforcement. It was therefore very natural to
expet, that his Britannic Majefty would provide for the prote@ion of his
{ubjetts, by preventing the landing of {o powerful an armament in
America, and by endeavouring to preferve his American colonies. It was
the invafion made by France and the violences that attended it which were
boftile, and it can never be unlawful to repel an aggreflor.

SECTION
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SECTION IL

General Braddock lands in Virginia: His letters to the miniftry concerning
the flate of the colonies.—An account of the governors of the different
colonies ; and of the French governor-general of Canada.—A grand
congrefs held at Albany, when the general union of the colonies is agreed
upon.——Mr. Pownall’s plan is laid before thescommiffioners, who approve
of ity and order quotas to carry it into execution.~—-General Braddock’s pro-
ceedings: He holds a congrefs at Alexandria, where it 15 determined to
carry on Four expeditions agamnft the French: His unfuccefsful expedi-
tion againft fort Du Quefne; with remarks thereon.—The French are
expelled Nova Scotia by Colonel Monckton.—The expedition againft Crowwn
Point by General fobnfon, who defeats the French army commanded by
the Baron de Dicfkan.—General Shirley’s expedition againff Niagara,
and it; confequences ; which end the military operations of 1755: with.
remarks..

GEN ER AL Braddock, with the tworegiments from Ireland, arrived
at Virginia on the firft of February, 1755; and, on the fourth, wrote
a letter from Williamfburg to Henry Fox, Efq; fecretary at war, wherein
he acquainted him, That ¢ after a paflfage of feven weeks, in which he
had very bad weather, he arrived there, where he found every thing in
great confufion, as he expetted it. That much money had been expended

" there, though very little had been done. That Sir John St. Clair was juft

arrived, and he referred to his letters for the bad condition of the inde-
pendent companies of New York. That Governor Dinwiddiz was of opi-
nion the people of Virginia were well perfuaded of the neceflity of giving
all the afliftance in their power towards forwarding an affair that con-
cerned them fo nearly; and that Governor Dobbs was well enouizh fatis-
fied with thofe of his province, and hoped to be more {o rhercafter. But
that Pennfylvania would do nothing, and {upplied the Fr nch with every
thing they wanted.” 'This was, however, a rath and il.-grounded cen-
{fure of that province. On the 24th, the general alfo wrote to Colenel
Napier much to the fame purpofe, complaining of the condition of the
provincial troops, and that the Six Nations had then declared for the

French.

The Britith colonies were not united againft the common encmy; and
the Indians openly upbraided the Englith with ther divifions and indo=

lence, which they acknowleged to be the greateft fecurity of the Frenciu
This
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i i ‘med for a confederacy
This made it neceflary that fome plan fhould be forme . derac
Zf 1asllmth«': colonies ; an accordingly orders.were fent by his Britannic
Majefty to all the governors in North America, for a grand congrefs to

‘be held of commiffioners from the feveral provinces; as well to treat
-with the Six Nations, as to concert a fcheme for a general union of the

Britifth colonies.

At this time, the governors and lieutenant-governors of the Brl_tifh
colonies in North America were as follow: Maffachufets Bay, major-
general William Shirley, governor; Conne&icut, Thomas Fitch, Efq;
governor; New Hampthire, Benning \Wentworth, Efg; governor; New
Yorl, James de Lancey, Efg; lieutenant-governor; but Sir Charles
FHardy, knight, was appointed governor on the gth of ]anugry, 17553
New Jerfey, Jonathan Belcher, Efq; governor; Pennfylvam.a, Robert
Hunter Morris, Efg; lieutenant-governor; Maryland, Horatio Sharpe,
Efq; lieutenant-governor; Virginia, Robert Dinwiddie, Efg; lieutenant-
governor; but William Anne Keppel, Earl of Albemarle, who was made
governor of Virginia in 1737, and died at Paris on the 22d of December,
1754, was {ucceeded as governor by the Earl of Loudon, in 17565 North
Carolina, Arthur Dobbs, Efq; governor; South Carolina, James Glen,
Efg; until the arrival of William Lyttleton, Efq; governor, who was
taken in his paffage to America in the Blandford man of war, by the
{quadron commanded by M. du Guay, who carried the thip into France,
where fhe was foon reftored, and Governor Lyttleton releafed ; Georgia,
John Reynolds, Efq; governor; Nova Scotia, Colonel Charles Lawrence,
lieutenant-governor, and Lieutenant-colonel Robert Monckton, governor
of Fort Annapolis; Francis William Drake, Efq; a captain in the navy,
was governor of Newfoundland; William Popple, Efq; was governor of
Bermudas; and John Tinker, Efq; was governor of the Bahama Iflands,

The Marquis du Quefne, the new governor-general of Canada, was

"formerly captain of a man of war; he caufed a ftrong fort to be built on

the forks of the Ohio, after difpofleffing the Britith Ohio company, who
had begun to fortify there; and he declared, ¢ he would have 3 French fort
on each of the waters that empty themfelves into St. Lawrence and Miffif-
fipp1 * but he was now fuperfeded in his government by the Marquis de
Vaudreuil, who arrived about this time at Quebec with troops from Old
France, under the command of Baron Diefkay. The Marquis du Quefne
returned to Europe, and commanded a French {quadron in 17¢8, when
he was defeated and taken prifoner by Admiral Ofborn, between cape de
Gatt and Carthagena. The Marquis was in the Foudroyant, of 8o guns
and 800 meng which was the fame thip that the Marquis de Galiffoniere

commanded
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commanded when he engaged Admiral Byng off Minorca, on the 20th of

May, 1756. Captain Gardiner then commanded the Ramillies, under

Admiral Byng ; and he now commanded the Monmouth of 64 guns, to
which fhip the Foudroyant ftruck after the death of the brave Captain
Gardiner. 'The Marquis du Quefne was brought to London, and fent to
refide at Northampton until the 21t of October following, when he re-
turned to France on his parole.

A grand congrefs of commiffioners from the feveral colonies was opened -

in the council-hall at Albany, imthe province of New York, on the 18th
of June, 1754, when a plan was agreed upon for a general union of the
colonies, and creating a common fund to defray all mlhtary expences.
Thomas Pownal, Efgq; brother to John Pownall, Efg; one of the fecreta-
ries to the Board of Trade, and afterwards governor of the Maflachufots,
was upon the fpot. This gentleman, by great induflry, and free accefs
to the papers in the plantation board-office, had acquired great knowledge
of American affairs. He therefore laid before the commiffioners at
Albany a paper intitled ¢ Confiderations towards a general plan of mea-
fures for the Englith provinces; wherein he thewed the plan of the

French meafures in building a line of forts round the Englifh fettlements; -

which was “ to cut the Englith off from all communication of alliance
or trade with the Indians; to make a line of circumvallation to confine
the Englifh {ettlements within fuch bounds as the French were pleafed to
fet to the Englith provinces; to join Louifiana and Canada; to become
mafters of the lakes, and make the whole continent one French kingdem.”
This was {upported by extra&s from French writers, particularly Henepin,
La Hontan, and Charlevoix. He then obierved, that the whole back
country, which the TFrench divided into Canada and Loutfiana, they
called New France; the Englith meafures therefore fhould te, ¢ to open
themfelves a paifage to, and a communication v ith, the Indians; to dii-
join and keep feparate Louifiana and Canada; and to throw ofl this yoke
of forts which the French were laying on their necks.”  The only way

for the Englifh to do this was to become mafters of the Indian countries,

fo as to fecure themfelves and protect the Indians. There appeared two

ways of effecting this: either to dify.ute with force and arms every pafs -
and hold in the country with the French, and to fecure {uch with forts

and garrifons; or to become mafters of the lakes, and acquire the domi-
nion of that navigation. He conflidered both thefe arguments; but as

the Englith had no military eftablifthments like the Freach, he declared
his opinion as follows: * The mcaflure therefore moft reafonable and

~ moft likely to fucceed is, to fet the firft ftep where we have already a footing,
We have in the Indiarr country a fort, a garrifon, and a port: under the de-
fence

.
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fence of thefe the Englifh may build a fleet, that fhall firf open a paflage
and communication to the Indians ; fecondly, that may eftablifh a trade of
the moft eafy management and the greateft profit ; and, thirdly, that would
divide and cut off Louifiana from Canada.” He then remarks, ¢ All that
can be done at prefent is, under the defence of fort Ofwego, to fecure the
dominion of the Lake Ontario; and, in the mean while, to fecqre.by forts
the pafles upon the frontiers of our own fettlements (diftinguifhing here
the frontiers of the fettlements from the frontiers of the provinces) and
thofe of our allies, to protect ourfelves and them. This being done, we
fhould attempt and acquire, for it is in,our powWer, the dominion of all
the lakes, perhaps the lake Superior excepted. New Hampfhire, Maffa-
chufets, and Rhode Ifland might be allotted to Lake Champlain ; Connec-
ticut, New York, and New Jerfey, to Lake Ontario ; Penuiylvania, Mary-
land, Virginia, and perhaps the Carolinas too, to the Lakes Erie and

1llinois.”

This propofal of raifing a naval force upon Lake Ontario, being agree-
able to their own previous fentiments, was approved by the commif-
fioners, and afterwards adopted by the miniftry, and carried into execu-
tion; when the feveral Colonies (their plan of union, formed at this con-
grefs, having mifcarried) raifed feparately fuch numbers of men as they
thought themfelves able to maintain, viz.

Virginia - - - 1750
Maryland - - - 1000
Pennfylvania - - - 1500
New Jerfeys - - - 750
New York - - - 1000
Maflachufets Bay . - - 1750
Conneéticut - - - I 500

- New Hampthire - - - 500
Rhode Ifland - - - 5§00
In all 10250

Although the union of the Colonies was a meafure recommended to
them by the crown, yet when a plan for that purpofe was fo readily con-
certed by the commiflioners, it feems that a jealoufy arofe, left fuch an
union might in time render them formidable even to the mother-country.
Their plan, therefore, which was to form a general council compofed of
deputies from the affemblies of all the Colonies, wherein fhould prefide
a-governor-general to be appointed by the crown, with a power in the

council
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council to lay and levy general taxes, and raife troops for the common
defence, and to annoy the enemy, was not approved by the miniftry.
But a new one was projected in England, wherein it was propofed, that
the provincial governors appointed by the crown fhould be impowered to
meet, and order fuch troops to be raifed, forts built, expeditions under-
taken, and other expences incurred, as they fhould judge neceflary; for
which they fhould draw on the treafury in England, which fhould be
reimburfed by future taxes on the Colonies, to be raifed by act of parlia-
ment. This the Colonies did not approve of ; fo neither of them were
carried into execution. Had the firft been agreed to, probably no farther
expence on the part of Britain would have been neceflary than what
related to the fleet, as by land the Colonies united would have been
much too ftrong for the French, when their fuccours from Europe were
intercepted or prevented.

The Colonies of Virginia and Carolina had fent no commiffioners to
the congrefs at Albany; but the governors of thofe Colonies ftrongly
recommended to their aflemblies to act with vigour and refolution, by
granting proper {upplies and entering into a plan of union with all the
other Colonies, for their mutual defence. Governor Dinwiddie, by a
letter from Sir Thomas Robinfon, one of the fecretaries of ftate, was
direCted to provide a {ufficient quantity of frefh provifions for the ufe of .
the troops under General Braddock ; and the governor recommended to
the favour of the aflembly the poor men who fuffered at the Meadows
with Colonel Wathington, as they were difabled in the fervice of their
country. Governor Dobbs fent a meffage to the affembly of North Caro-
lina, wherein he laid before them what he called * The grand plan of
France, to ruin and diftrefs all the Britifh Colonies on the continent.”
He gave an enormous idea of the Bourbon family; and remarked, that
the Gallic was worfe than Punic faith. He fummarily mentioned
the encroachments of the French in Nova Scotia, at Crown Point, at
Niagara, on the Ohio, and the Ouabache. ¢ Thefe, he faid, were all
fa&s too notorious and recent to be denied, and muft naturally difcover
the whole plan and fcheme laid by the French, to confine, conquer, and
enflave all the Britith Colonies; a {cheme grand in its extent, romantic
in appearance, and even beyond the power of France to exccute, provided
the Colonies exerted their native force immediately, and repelled the
French to their inhofpitadle cold Coluny of Canada, and confined them to
the hot fands of Louifiana.” To which he added, ¢« That his Majefty
in regard to his faithful Colonies, was only defirous that they fhould
unite, and form a fociety among themf{elves, to raife a proper and adequate
quota or fund for their mutual {upport and defence, that the united force

Vor. L. E of
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of the Colonies might a& together and have its due weight; and left i
to the Colonies to confider of the moft equitable and. proper method of
raifing the taxcs which were neceflary for the fupport of his government,
their own peace and fafety, and a reafonable fum from each of the Colo-
nies, to be laid up as a fund to fupport and increafe their Indian allies,
and to prevent all forcign invafions and encroachments.”

The affembly of Virginia granted jo,00c/. Maryland 6,000/ and
North Carolina 8,cc0/. toward the common caufe: the affembly of Penn-
fyivania alfo paffed a bill for granting 2§,000/.; but their governor, who
is appointed by the Penns, proprietors of that province, and inftruéted
by them, refufed his affent to it, unlefs they would exempt the proprie-
tary eftate from taxation towards that fum. This they thought unjuft
and unreafonable, as the proprietary eftate was to be defended as well as
the eftates of the people. The grant, therefore, was rendered ineffectual ;
but the affembly neverthelefs gave, out of money they could difpofe of,
5,000l to truftecs, to be by them laid out for purchafing freth vidtuals,
and fuch other neceflaries as they fhould think expedient, for the ufe
of the king’s troops: and 10,000/ more for the general fervice of the
crown, and then adjourned. But the danger became fo alarming before
the end of the next year, that the proprietors confented to contribute,
énd the aflembly granted €o,000/. more, and eftablithed a militia in the

olony.

When General Braddock arrived in Virginia, he {ent exprefles to the
governors of the different provinces to meet him and hold a confultation
on the bufinefs of the approaching campaign. This congrefs was opened
on the 18th of April, 1755, at Alexandria in Virginia, where the general
had affembled his troops and fixed his head quarters. It was then deter-
mined to carry on three expeditions to the northiward; one againft the
French forts at Niagara; another againft their encroachments in Nova
Scotia; and the third againft Crown Point; while a fourth was carried
on againft the French forts upon the Ohio.

When the conference broke up, General Braddock wrote to Sir Tho-
mas Robinfon, that ¢ he would be fufficiently informed, by the minutes
of the council, of the impoffibility of obtaining from many Colonies the -
eftablithing a general fund, agreeable to the infiru@ions of his Maieft
and the circular letters addreffed to the feveral governors.” I

All the four operations were immediately began, for which thirteen
thouland regular troops and provincials were in readinefs, befide the

Indians
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Indians of different tribes. General Braddock had pofitive orders to pro-
ceed immediately to Fort Du Quefne, at the forks of the Ohio and Mo-
nongahela; and he accordingly proceeded towards that fort with his
army, which confifted of the two regiments from Ireland, and the pro-
vincials, amounting together to 2,200 men, with fome Indians. Innu-
merable were the difficulties he had to furmount, in a country, rugged,
pathlefs, and unknown, acrofs the Allegheny mountains, through un-
frequented woods, and dangerous defiles. He advanced to the Meadows’
where Colonel Wathington was defeated the year before; and, on the
8th of July, he encamped within ten miles of fort Du Quefne, with the
main body of his troops, which confifted of about 1,400 men, including
a detachment of failors, the troops of Virginia, and the independent
companies of New York; for the general had left his heavy baggage in
the Meadows, with a detachment of Soo men, under the command of
Colonel Dunbar, who was to follow as faft as the nature of the fervice
would admit.

On the gth, the troops pafled the Monongahela about noon, when
they were about feven miles from the fort, and in pafling a defile, were
faluted by a quick and heavy fire from an imperceptible enemy. The
van guard fell back upon the main body, every thing was in confufion,
the foldiers were ftruck with a panic, and could not be rallied by the ge-
neral, who was mortally wounded in the attempt. The whole army fled,
and left behind them all their artillery, baggage, and flores. Sir Peter
Halkett, colonel of the 44th regiment, was killed upon the fpot; as was
the general’s fecretary, who was eldeft fon to Governor Shirley. Moft of
the other officers were killed or wounded, and the whole lofs was com-
puted to be about 200 killed, and 400 wounded.

It is true, General Braddock was a brave regular foldier, and recom-
mended to this command by the Duke of Cumberland, who was then
captain-general of the army, and had this fervice very much at hecrt, as
it was of the higheft importance to his Majefty’s American dominions,
and to the honour of his troops employed in thofe parts. His royal
highnefs took fuch a particular intereft in it, that he gave the general
feveral audiences, when he entered into an explanation of every part of
the fervice in which the general was to be employed: and, as a better
rule for the execution of his Majefty’s inftrutions, the general was ho-
noured with the fentiments of his royal highnefs in writing, which were
delivered to him by Colonel Napier, the adjutant-general, wherein his
royal highnefs advifed the general, ¢ how careful he muft be to prevent
a furprize; and that the moft firi&t dilcipline was always neceffary, but
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more particularly fo in the fervice in which he was engaged : wherefore
his royal highnefs recommended to him, that it fhould be conftantly ob-
ferved among the troops under his command, and to be particularly care-
ful they were not thrown into a panic by the {avages, Whom the French
would certainly employ to frighten them.” The beft foldiers have felt
firange panics, and this was the cafe with thofe under the command of
General Braddock, who is faid to have been auftere in temper and fevere
in difcipline, The Indians deferted him becaufe he held them in contempt :
and he defpifed the Provincials who fhewed their courage in preferving
the regulars in the retreat. If a number of Indians had preceded the
army, they would have feafonably difcovered the enemy’s ambufcade;
and the Virginian rangers, inftead of being made to ferve as regulars in
the ranks with the Englith troops, fhould have been employed as out-
fcouts: but this ftep, fo neceflary to guard againft {urprize, was too un-
happily omitted. Iowever, this unfortunate general behaved very

gallantly, and deferved a much better fate.

The firength of the enemy was not then certainly known; for, ac-
cording to Indian accounts, they exceeded not 400, chiefly Indians. But
by other accounts, it appears that the French, who were pofted at Fort
Du Quefne and on the Ohio, confifted of fifteen hundred regular and fix
hundred irregular troops, who had with them a confiderable number of
Indians in their intereft. 'The French general had very particular intelli-
gence of General Braddock’s defign, of the number and condition of his
forces, and the routs they were to take. He knew the Englifh had been
fupplied with provifions, and were advancing toward the fort, which he
had left with a {mall garrifon, and formed a camp about fix miles before
it, where he threw up entrenchments in a mafterly manner, having a
thick wood on each fide, which extended along the route that the Englith
were to take. 'When General Braddock came within about three miles of
.thelr entre.nchments, the French drew out of their lines, placing their 600
irregulars in front and their 1500 regulars behind to fupport them. The
alfo ftationed a great number of Indians in the wosd on each fide th)r
effetually concealed themfelves behind trees and bufhes. Had th’e am-
bqfce}de befan ‘difcovered, the French, it neceffary, might have retired
within their lines; and from thence, if forced, under the cannon of Fort

Du Quefne.

It was thought that the fort might have been eafily taken, which
would have given the Englith pofleffion of a fine and large count,r arid
opened a communication with the lakes, which was the intent }cr),f the
expedition, as appears from the Duke of Cumberland’s inftructions to

General
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General Braddock. When that general fell, he was carried off the field
by his officers, fhot through the arms and the lungs, of which he died the
fourth day : but when the fecond party joined the routed divifion forty
miles fhort of the place of action, the terror diffufed itfelf fo much
through the whole army, that Colonel Dunbar retreated to Fort Cumber-
land, where Governor Dinwiddie wrote to him, and propofed a fecond
attempt on Fort Du Quefne. In confequence of this propofal, a council
was held on the 1ft of Auguft; the members of which were Colonel
Dunbar, Lieutenant-colonel Gage, Governor Sharpe, Major Chapman,
Major Sparkes, and Sir John St. Clair ;" when it was unanimoufly con-
ceived that Mr. Dinwiddie’s {cheme was impracticable. The panic ftill
continuing, Cclonel Dunbar began his march the next day towards Phi-
ladelphia with 1600 men; leaving behind him the Virginia and Mary-
land companies, and about 400 wounded men.

Here it may be obferved, that the French kept pofleflion of Fort Du
Quefne, and fecured the neighbouring Indians in their intereft, until the
year 1758, when General Forbes, at the head of Colonel Montgomery’s
regiment of Highlanders and fome provincial troops, amounting in the
whole to 2500 men, marched in June from Philadelphia, and in Novem-
ber came up to Fort Du Quefne, which he found burnt and abandoned
by M. Delanarie, the governor, who efcaped with his garrifon down the
river to their forts and fettlements upon the Mifliflippi. General Forbes
immediately took pofleflion of the fort, which he now called Pittfburgh,
in honour of Mr. Pitt, who promoted the expedition, and to whom the ge-
neral immediately wrote to consratulate him upon this important event.
The next day, a large detachment was fent to Braddock’s field, to bury the
bones of their flaughtered countrymen, many of whom were butchered in
cold bloud by the French and their Indians, who, to the eternal infamy of
their country, had left them lying above ground ever fince. The general
eftablithed garrifons on the Ohio, at Fort Ligonier, Bedford, and all along
the communication, whereby thie Englith were eftablithed in the fineft
country of America, and the Trench had their chain of communication
between Canada and L.ouifiana deftroyed.

As to the three expeditions agreed in the congrefs at Alexandria to be car-
ried on in 1755, to the northward, again{t the French at Niagara, Crown
Point, and Nova Scotia, they were all put into execution by Governor
Shirley, upon whom the command of the Britith forces in North America
devolved after the death of General Braddock. He fent orders to Celoncl
Dunbar to march his troops from Philadelphia to Albany, which was the
grand theatre of all the preparations for the northern expeditions.

' 1 s
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The expeditioh againft Nova Scotia was firft put into execution, and

the troops for that fervice were put under the command of Lieutenant-

colonel Monckton, who, on the 6th of June, took Fort Beaufejour in the
bottom of the Bay of Fundi. - This was the firongeft fortifreation in
Acadia, and was new named Fort Cumberland. The redultion of this
place was followed by that of the fmall fort at Bay Verte, and by another
Jarge fort at St. John’s river. The Indians fubmitted to the Englifh, .
who recovered the whole country with little lofs, and tranfported many
Acadian families, commonly called the French Necutrals, to the other
northern colonies, where they could no longer aflilt the French as Britifh
rebels.  But the French were not quite extirpated from Nova Scotia until
the reduction of Cape Breton in 1758, when the remainder of them were
compelled to retire and take refuge in Canada, whereby their vacated
lands, which had been well cultivated, and every other part of this valu-
able province, were left totally for the pofleflion of the Britifh colonifts.

When Colonel Monckton had expelled the French from their forts in
Nova Scotia, Captain Rous, who commanded the naval part of that ex-

pedition, deftroyed all their fithing huts and veflels upon the coaft of
Newfoundland.

The expedition againft Crown Point was committed to the care of
Colonel Johnfon, to whom Governor Shirley gave a provincial commif=
fion, whereby he was appointed major-general and commander in chief
-of the four thoufand provincial forces to be employed in that fervice.

Fort Frederick at Crown Point was built by the Frenchin 1731, on the
fouth fide of the gut or river which conneés Lake George, or Lake Sacra-
ment, with Lake Champlain. It was in the province of New York, and
little more than one hundred miles from Albany. The French built this
fort with that at Niagara and Fort Du Quefne in confequence of their
fcheme to poflefs all the paffes of the back countries and fecure them by
firong garrifons. By means of Lake Champlain, Crown Point commu-
nicate.s with Montreal, which is about ninety miles from it, and all the
way 1s navigable except at the carrying place. This French advanced
garrifon could eafily annoy all the upper parts of New York and New
England, and prevent the fettlement of any lands north of Hudfon’s and
Connelicut rivers: therefore the reduion of it, with all the other litrle
forts on the fouth fide of Lake Champlain, was very neceflary to carry-on
the grand operations for the expulfion of the French from.Canada, Y

The French were prepared againft fuch an attempt ;

I ; and their troops
which landed at Quebec, were brought down to Crown Point, under gxé

command
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command of the Baron de Diefkau, who intended to take Ofwego, but
“was prevented by the enterprize againft Crown Point.

Gegneral Johnfon encamped at the fouth end of Lake &t. Sacrament, to
which he gave the name of Lake George. The French general came down
againft the Fnglifh camp at the head of 300 regulars, 8oo Canadians,
and 700 Indians. He defeated a detachment of 1,000 men under Colonel
Williams, and then attacked General Johnfon in his camp, on the Sth of
September, when he was repulfed, wounded, and taken prifoner, with
the lofs of moft of his officers, and about 700 men killed. The Englith
had about 150 men killed and 6o w oundcd; but among the former was
Colonel Tidcomb, and General Johnfon among the latter, who was ex-
peced to have proceeded to Crown Point or to have difpoflefled the French
from Ticonderago: but he contented himfelf with building a ftockaded
fort near the lake, where he left a {mall garrifon of militia, to aflert the
right of his Britannic Majefty to the circumjacent country, and returned
with his troops to Albany. The French general was afterwards fent to
England, where he was treated with the greateft honour and refpe&.
General Johnfon became idolized 1n America, and honoured in England,.
where he was created a baronet by the king, and rewarded with a vote of
§,0c0 /. by the parhiament.

The Duke of Cumberland, who thought the reduction of Niagara of the:
utmoft 1importance, had recommended it to General Braddock to leave no--
thing to chance in fuch an enterprize. It was agreed at Alexandria, that
while General Braddock was to attack Fort Du Quefne with the Englifh.
regiments, and General Johnfon was to inveft Crown Point with the pro-
vincial troops, General Shirley fhould proceed to Lake Ontario, for the
prefervation of Fort Ofwego and the redution of Iort Niagara, both on
the fame lake, with his own and Peppercll’s regiments, and the regiment
of New Jerfey, commanded by Colonel Schuyler; but the obftrutions at-
tending his preparations promifed no great advantages to the common caufe
at his firlt fetting out. The paflage from Albany to Ofwego was then
imperfe@ly known to any Lut a few officzrs who had been ftationed at
the garrifon, and fome Ind:an traders of Albany and Schenectada, who-
informed General Shirley of the diliculties he had to undergo.

General Shirley, on the 8th of Auguft, arrived at Ofwvego, upon the
fouth edge of Lake Ontario. The fort was formerly garrifoned by-
twenty-five men; but the number was augmented to fifty, on the com--
mencement of the prefent difputes : fifty more were ordered up in March,.
and Captam Bradftreet arrived there in May with two hundred, befidess

workmen.
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workmen to be employed in the naval operations, which were neceffary
to be made upon the Lake.

The tranfportation of provifions through this long tralt of country
from New York to the Lake Ontario, was fo much retarded, that it was
impoffible to remove from Ofwego againft Niagara until the end of Sep-
tember; and General Shirley, on the 18th of that month, held a council
of war at his camp, where were prefent, befides his excellency, Colonel -
Schuyler, Lieutenant-colonel Ellifon, Lieutenant-colonel Mercer, Major
Littlchales, Nizjor Bradftreet, adjutant-general ; with the captains Patten,
Barford, wnd Broadly, who commanded the veflels on the Lake. The
General reprefented the ftate of affairs to the council, and obferved from
the whole, that as all intercourfe between the French at Frontenac and
Niagara had becn fufpended for {fome time; and as they had lain ftill at
the former of thofe places ever {ince his arrival at Ofwego, it was probable
their defign was, if the Englith made an attempt againft Niagara, to
make a defcent, in the mean time, againft Ofwego from Fort Frontenac,
which was only 55 miles north of Ofwego; but Niagara was 150 miles
to the weftward of it. The council agreed to proceed againft Niagara
with fix hundred regulars and one hundred irregulars, who were to em-
bark with a proper train, and leave feven hundred men to prote& Ofwego
till their return.  But they foon altered their refolution; for at another
council, held on the 26th, they were unanimoufly of opinion, that ¢ it
was moft advifeable to defer making any attempt againft Niagara or Fron-
tenac until the next year, when the general might feize the advantage of
an early campaign, and not only take, but hold Niagara; as alfo leave
Ofwego lefs expofed to the enemy from Fort Frontenac: and that, in the
mcan time, the general fhould employ his whole firength in finifhing the
forts, barracks, hofpital, and other works at Ofwego, as much as the
feafon of the year would allow.”

General Shirley immediately began to carry this advice into execution
and retired from Ofwego on the 27th of O&cber, lcaving feven hundred’
men 1n garrifon, under the command of Lieutenant-colonel Mercer, with
orders to defend the works projected for its defence. On the 4:th of
November, ‘the general arrived at, Albany, where he found Colonel Dun-
bar with thc 44th and 48th regiments. He then wrote circular letters
to the feveral governors upon the continent, as far weftward ag Virginia
fummoning them to meet him at Albany, to form a council of war ur-,
fuant to the royal inftru@ions; after which, he embarked for NeW’YIZrk
and a_mved there on the 2d of December. The council met on the Iﬂth:
to deliberate upon .the plan for the operations of the fucceeding campaign,

and
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and it was agreed to fecure the navigation of the Lake Ontario, to raife
fix thoufand troops for the reduion of the French forts upon that Lake,
and to {end ten thoufand againft Crown Point: but the council declared,
that it would be impoffible to recover and fecure the juft rights of his
Britannic Majefty without an additional number of regular forces, befide
thofe already upon that continent.

Thus ended the military operations of the year 1755; a year always.
to be remembered in North America, where it opened with the faireft
proipe&s to thefc remote difperfions of the Britith empire. Four armies
were on foot to remove the encroachments of a perfidious enemy, and
the coafts of the Britith Colonies honoured with a fleet for their fecurity.
"The French began to be defpifed; and the Englith only defired a procla-
mation of war, for the final deftrution of the whole country of New
France. The Indians, from the ifthmus of Nova Scotia to the back of
New York, were conciliated to the Britifh intereft; and happy had it been
for the weftern colonies 1f the fame advantages had been obtained on their
fide : but a difmal {cene was difclofed in thofe parts, by bands of rapa-
cious and bloody foes, committing murders inftead of waging war. The
Delawares began their incurfions, and war was declared againft them
in April, 1756, by the governor of Pennfylvania, who offered a reward
for fcalps and prifoners. War was alfo declared againft them foon after
m New Jerfey: but Sir William Johnfon prevailed on thefe Indians to
lay down their arms..

The plan of operations fettled at New York by Governor Shirley was
tran{mitted to Sir Thomas Robinfon, to be laid before his Majefty for the:
royal approbation : but a change was then made in the Britifh miniftry;
a general war was beginning in Europe; and the Earl of Loudon was to.
be fent over to command all the Britith forces in: North. America..

VoL. L | F SECTION.
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SECTION IL

Proceedings of the Britifb parliament 1o Support the rights of the crown
America.—A revolution in the Britifh maniftry, zmd m t/gc" general fyfiem
of Europe, on account of the difputes in Ameiica.—1 be 1ife of the war n
Germany.—The French take Minorca.— His Britannic Majefly declares
awar againft France.—War declared by France againft Great Britain: Re=
marks thereon.—The city of London, i tbcjzr add_rdﬁr to the kmg, expmy}
their fears for the danger of his poffeffions in America. Infiruétions of the
principal cities to their reprefentatives it parliament to the fame effell.—
Allies on both fides in the German war occafioned by that in America.—
General remark on the war in North America, as conducted by all the

enerals commanding there until 1758, when Louiﬂu'rg, Fort Frontenac,
Gafpeffic; and Fort Du Quefne were taken. The umportance of thefe
acquyfitions.—In 1759, fome iflands in the Vet Indies taken jfrom the
French. Ticonderago, Crown Point, Niagara, and Quebcc taken. The
great confequence and wvalue of thefe poffeffrons—In 1760, “Montreal
Jfubmits and Rifligouchi deflroyed.—In 1761, other conquefts are made by
the Britifh forces in the et Indies—In 1762, war declared between
Great Britain and Spain, and on what account. The Havanna and
Manilla reduced by the Britifh arms.

REAT BRITAIN was now apparently once more at the eve of a
war with France; upon the happy iffue of which depended the very
exiftence of the Britith Colonies in North America, and the trade and
“navigation of the Britifh empire. The importance of the Britith Colonies
was juftly confidered, and the firength of the Britith nation properly
exerted. His Britannic Majefty, on the 13th of November, 1755, in-
formed his parliament, that ¢ fince their laft feffion, he had taken fuch
meafures as might be moft conducive to the prote&ion of his pofleflions
in America, and to the regaining of fuch parts thereof as had been en-
croached upon or invaded, in violation of the peace, and contrary to the
faith of moft folemn treaties: That, for this purpofe, the maritime force
of the kingdom had been got ready with the utmoft application and ex-
pedition, and been principally employed ; fome land forces had been fent
to North America; and all encouragement had been given to the feveral
Colonies there, to exert themf{elves in their own defence, and in the main-
tenance of the rights and pofleflions of Great Britain.”” The Houfe of
Lords, in their addrefs, thanked his majefty ¢ for his royal firmnefs, in
not yielding to any terms of accommodation with France, that were not

reafonable
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reafonable and honourable ; and for exerting his royal care fo powerfully
in the protection of his Colonies: They acknowledged his wifdom and
goodnefs, in increafing his naval armaments, and in augmenting his 1and
forces ; as alfo in generoufly giving encouragement to that great body of
his brave and faithful fubjeéts, with which his American provinces hap-
pily abounded, to exert their ftrength on that important occafion.” The
commons followed the example of the Lords, and the king farther aflured
them, that ¢ he was determined to prote& and maintain the valuable and
undoubted rights and poffeflions of his crown.”

A revolation in the miniftry was formed, when Henry Fox, Efq; was
appointed one of the principal fecretaries of ftate, and William Pitt, Efq;
was removed from his ofiice of receiver and paymafter-general of all his
Majefty’s forces. The parliament granted 7,229,117/, for the fervice of .~
the year 1756 ; out of which fum there were 81,178 /. for a regiment of
foot to be raifed in North America; 79,915/ for fix regiments of foot
from Ireland, to ferve in North America and the Eaft Indies; and 11 5,0004
to the provinces of New Enagland, New York, and the Jerfeys, as a re-
ward for their paft fervices; as alfo §5,032 /7 for fupporting the colony of
Nova Scotia, and 3557/ for Georgia. The nation was for open war,
and the parliament for vigorous meafures : but if war was declared againft
France, it was forefeen that her arms would be turned againft Hanover ;.
therefore a party was formed againft all continental connexions, and for
coniining the war to the natural ftrength and intereft of the nation, fo as
to be profecuted only by fea and in America.

A revolution happened throughout the whole fyflem of Europe, as weil
as in the Britifh miniftry. From 1748 until 1755 all Europe was in a
~ ftate of tranquillity ; but then the diftrufts which crept into the difcuflions
of the French and Englifh, concerning their poffeflions in America, fore-
told an approaching ftorm. The King of Pruffia, on the 26th of January,
1756, concluded a convention of neutrality, or treaty of alliance, with
his uncle, the King of Great Britain, whereby it was declared, that
¢ their Majefties having naturally confidered, that the differences which
had lately arifen in America might eafily extend much farther, and even
reach Europe; therefore the ftipulations of this treaty tended to preferve
the peace of Europe in general, and that of Germany in particular.”
This occafioned a counter-convention of neutrality, or treaty of alliance,
between the courts of Vienna and Verfailles, which was concluded on the
11* of May, 1756, and the exten{ive preamble indicated, that it was dome
“ with a view to hinder the flames of war that might be kindled by the
differences between Englaixd and France about the limits of their refpedive:

F < pofleflions:
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pofleflions in America from fpreading, and difturbing the harmony ‘and
good underftanding which then happily fubfifted between their Majefties.”

The feeds of a general war were fown, in which all parties and interefts
feemed afterward blended ; becaufe this war arofe from caufes which ori-
ginally had not the leaft connection; thofe caufes being the uncertain
limits of the Britith and French territories in America, and the continual
claims of the houles of Auftria and Brandenbourg on the dutchy of Silefia. -

The French miniftry pretended, they were defirous to have the difcuf-
fions relating to America determined by an equitable and folid accommo-
dation. But the Britith miniftry proved, that France wanted to draw a
veil over the hoftilities which fhe had committed in America, both in Nova
Scotia and on the Ohio, as alfo on the territories of Virginia.

The French minifters, at the feveral courts of Europe, {fpoke publickly
of invading Great Britain or Ireland; and his Britannic Majefty, on the
23d of March, 1756, fent a meflage to both houfes of parliament, to
inform them, that he had received repeated advices to that purpofe, as
alfo that * he had taken proper meafures for putting his kingdom in a
pofture of defence againft {o unjuft and defperate an enterprize, projected
in revenge for thofe juft and neceflary meafures which had been taken for
maintaining his rights and poffeflions in North America.” Both houfes
prefented very loyal addrefles to the throne; and the lords declared, that
“ they looked with the utmoft indignation upon fo unjuft and daring an
attempt as that of invading his Majefty’s kingdoms, in revenge for the
generous and fteady condu& he had held in maintaining the juft rights
and pofleflions of his crown and fubjets in North America, againft the
unprovoked aggreflions and hoftilities originally commenced on the part

of France; and they intreated his Majefty not to be diverted from it by
any appearances whatfoever.”

The addrefs of the Houfe of Commons was much ia the fame terms :
and other. addrefles tlowed 1n from all parts of Great Britain and Ireland,.
‘The magiftracy of London exprefled  their abhorrence of fo unjuft and
defperate an enterprize, projected in revenge for his Majefty’s royal and
gracious protection of the trade and commerce of his people, and the
neceflary defence of the undoubted rights and poffeffions of hi; crown.”’
And.the merchants of London declared, ¢¢ they could not omit their mo'f’c
unfeigned acknowledgments for his Majefty’s conftant attention ';o re-
ferve the Britifh rights and poffeffions in America, and the pro ertieI; of
their fellow-{fubje@s there, with which the commerce and pro?perity of

0
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thefe kingdoms were fo eflentially conneted.” The merchants of Briftol
<« prefented their juft tribute of thank: ‘or the vigorous meafures taken
by his Majefty in defence of his Americsn Colonies, fo effential to the
profperity of the trade of Great Britain.”” The magiftracy of Edinburgh
“ teftified their abhorrence of the intentions of the court of France to
make an invafion upon Great Britain or Ireland; an enterprize formed in
defpair and rage, on account of his Majefty’s having refented the encroach-
ments, depredations, and murders committed by the French in North
America.” The magiftracy of Dublin declared, ¢ they could not, with-
out the utmoft indignation, hear of the defigns of an ambitious and per-
fidious power to difturb their tranquillity, and that in revenge for his
Majefty’s fteady and uniform attention to the rights of his crown and the
pofleflions of his fubjects in North America.”

The French were afraid to invade Great Britain; but they equipped a
fleet at Toulon for the invafion of Minorca v Admiral Byng was fent with
a {quadron to the relief of that ifland, and he engaged the French admiral,
Galiffoniere, without relieving the place; fo that Marfhal Richlieu took
Fort St. Philip, and got pofleflion of all the ifland.

As all pacific meafures were at an end, his Britannic Majefty declared
war againft France on the 17th of May, 1756, and thereby alleged, that
¢ the unwarrantable proceedings of the French in the Weft Indies and
North America, {ince the conclufion of the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, and
the ufurpations and encroachments made by them upon his territories, and
the fettlements of his fubje&ts in thofc parts, particularly in his province
of Nova Scotia, had been fo notorious and fo frequent, that they could
not but be looked upon as a fufficient evidence of a formed defign and
refolution in that court, to purfue invariably fuch meafures as thould moft
effeGtually promote their ambitious views, without any regard to the moft
folemn treaties and engagements. That his Majefty had not been want-
ing, on his part, to make from time to time the moft ferious reprefentations
to the French King, upon thefe repeated alts of violence, and to endea-
vour to obtain redrefs and fatisfa&ion for the injuries done to his fubjeés,
and to prevent the like caufes of complaint for the future: but though
frequent affurances had been given, that every thing fhould be fettled
agreeable to the treaties fubfifting betvreen the two crowns, and particu-
larly that the evacuation of the four neutral iflands in the Weft Indies
fhould be effeGted, the execution of thefe aflurances, and of the treaties on
which they were founded, had been evaded under the moft frivolous pre-
tences; and the unjuftifiable pradices of the French governors, and of
the officers alting under their authority, were flll carried on, tilly in

April,
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i they broke out in open acts of hoftility, when in time of
glgflcl),urllfge,ace, };vithOLit any declaration of war, and Wl{lh(f),m asﬂ)’ P(;e"
vious notice given or application made, a body of Frenc .ﬂ‘orce , unkes
the command of an officer bearing the French King’s commilhon, attacke
in a hoftile manner, and poflefled themfelv-es of .the Engllfh fqrt on fhe
Ohio in North America. But notwithftanding this a& of hoftility, whxc.h
could not but be looked upon as a commencement of war, yet, frqm his
earneft defire of peace, and in hopes the court of France would difavow
this violence and injuftice, his Majefty contented himfelf with fending
{uch a force to America as was indifpenfably neceffary for the immediate
defence and protetion of his fubjets againft frefh attacks and infults.
That, in the mean time, great naval armaments were preparing 1in the
ports of France, and a confiderable body of French troops embarked for
North America; and though the French ambaffador was fent back to
England with fpecious profeflions of a defire to accommodate th.efe ghf-
ferences, yet it appeared, that their real defign was only to gain time
for the paflage of thofe troops to America, which they hoped would fecure
the fuperiority of the French forces in thofe parts, and enable them to
carry their ambitious and oppreflive proje&s into execution. That his
Majefty, in thefe circumftances, could not but think it incumbent upon
him to endeavour to prevent the {uccefs of fo dangerous a defign, and to
oppofe the landing of the French troops in America; and in confequence
of the juft and neceffary meafures he had taken for that purpofe, the
French ambaflador was immediately recalled from his court, the fortifica-
tions at Dunkirk were enlarged, and his kingdoms were threatened with
an invafion: therefore his Majefty could no longer forbear giving orders
for the feizing at fea the thips of the French King and his fubje&ts, with-
out proceeding to the confifcation of them. But it being evident, by the
hoftile invafion atually made by the French King, of Minorca, that it
was the determined refolution of that court to hearken to no terms of
peace, but to carry on the war, which had been long begun on their part,
with the utmoft violence, his Majefty could no longer remain within
thofe bounds which he had hitherto obferved ; therefore he declared war
againft the French King, who had fo unjuftly begun it, relying on the
help of Almighty God in his juft undertaking, and being aflured of the

hearty concurrence and affiftance of his fubjects in fupport of fo good a
caufe.” | |

‘The French King alfo made a formal declaration of war againft the
King of Great Britain on the gth of June following; in which he con-

cealed and evaded all the hoftilities committed by his fubje@s, in North
America,

Had
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Had there been no claims left undetermined at Aix-la-Chapelle; had
the peacemakers there on the part of Great Britain infifted upon the
evacuation of Crown Point, of the encroachments and fortreflfes on the
Ohio, .and in Nova Scotia or Acadia, there would have been no pretence
left for this French aftergame. If this was an overfight, the time was
now come to re&ify the miftakes of former minifters, and to reftore the
honour and welfare of Great Britain and her Colonies.

The city of London, on the 20th of Auguft, prefented an addrefs to
the King, wherein they fignified their fears that the lofs of Minorca
would be an indelible reproach on the honour of the Britith nation: ¢ Nor
could they help exprefling their apprehenfions for the great danger of his
Majefty’s pofleflions in America, by the mifmanagements and delays
which had attended the defence of thofe invaluable Colonies, the objet
of the prefent war, and the principal fource of the wealth and fitrength
of thefe kingdoms.”” His Majefty anfwered, that ¢ the events of war
were uncertain ; but nothing fhould be wanting on his part toward carry-
ing it on with vigour, in order to a fafe and honourable peace, and for
recovering and fecuring the pofleflions and rights of his crown.”

The citizens of London alfo prefented inftru&ions to their reprefenta-
tives in parliament, wherein they particularly mentioned, that *¢ as the
cruelties {uffered by their fellow-fubje&ts in North America had long called
for redrefs, whilft the mifmanagement in the attempts for their {upport,
and the untimely and unequal {uccours {ent to their relief, had only ferved
to render the Britith name contemptible; they therefore required them
to ufe their utmoft endeavours for deteting all thofe Who, by treachery
or mifcondué@, had contributed to thofe great diftrefles.”

ThlS example was followed by the moft refpeftable parts of the
kingdom.

About this time the war alfo broke out in Germany, wherein the
Auftrians, Ruflians, French, Swedes, Saxons, and Imperialifts were
confederate againft the King of Pruffia, who was affifted by Great Bri-
tain in fo formidable a manner, under the adminiftration of Mr. Pitt,
that it was at laft afferted, ¢ America was conquered in Germany.”

The Britith parliament granted large fupplies for the protection of the
American Colonies, which were preferved, fecured, and augmented. The
French were at firft fuccefsful in thofe parts; but the Englith were finally

crowned with unexampled fuccefs ; which made it remarked, that ¢ the
rathnefs
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rafhnefs of Braddock, the inexperience of Shirley, the inaéivity of Lou-

don, and the ill fuccefs of Abercromby, {eem only to have been fo many
necefflary means of producing that unanimity in our Colonies, that {pint
in our troops, and that fteady perfeverance 1n our minifters, as recovered

from the enemy all his ufurpations.”

On the 96th of July, 1738, Louilburg was taken by Admiral Bofcawen,
in conjun&ion with the Generals Ambherft and Wolfe; on which o.ccaﬁon,
four of the enemies’ capital fhips were burnt, one capital fhip with two.
frigates taken, and four frigates {unk. This important fortrefs, the key
of North America, was delivered up with 5637 French troops, befides.
the inhabitants on both’ the Iflands of Cape Breton and St. John’s..

On the 27th of Auguft following, Fort Frontenac was taken, and nine-
armed French floops deftroyed by 3000 provincial troops, under the com-
mand of Colonel Bradftreet; whereby the navigation of the Lake Ontario-
was recovered, and the French commerce with the River St. Lawrence
cut off.

Tn September, Gafpeffie was taken by a few fhips under the command:
of Sir Charles Hardy, whereby all Nova Scotia was reduced.

On the 25th of November, Fort Du Quefne, on the Ohio, was taken
by General Forbes, after a very dangerous and laborious march. This
acquifition compenfated for the defeat of General Braddock, and obtained:

the command of a great tract of rich country, which. the Englifh claimed:
as their right.

The year 1759 was ftill more glorious for the Britith arms in Americaj;:
for in qu, the Iflands of Guadaloupe, Defeada, and Marie-galante, in the
Weft Indies, were taken by Commodore Moore and General Barrington..

On the 24th of July following, Ticonderago was abandoned by the
French, at the approach of General Amherft, who took pofleflion of it as.
he alfo did of Crown Point on the 4th of Auguft, the redu&ion of which:
had been long wifhed for with much anxiety, as it was an obje& of great
Jealoufy to the Britith Colonies, from its fituation at the back of Albany..

About the fame time, Niagara furrendered to the forces under the com- |
mand of Sir William Johnfon, which was a confiderable acquifition, as:

tids fort commanded. the communication between the great Lakes Erie:
and Ontario. ‘ |

"The:
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The expedition againft Quebec fucceeded under the command of Admi-
ral Saunders and General Wolfe, who got up the River St. Lawrence
" at the end of June, and on the 13th of September was fought the famous
battle of Quebec, wherein General Wolfe loft his life, after acquiring the
vitory over the Marquis de Montcalm, who alfo perithed in the field.
In four days after, the city of Quebec, the metropolis of the French
American ‘dominions, furrendered to General Townthend; whereby a
paflage was opened for the reduction of all Canada.

However, in April 1760, an army of ten thoufand French regulars
and Canadians, under the command of General De Levis, marched up to
Quebec, to retake it. General Murray commanded the garrifon, and
ventured with 3,000 men to march out of the town, and give the French
battle at Sallerie, where he was defeated; but effeGed his retreat to the
town, which was befieged and gallantly defended, until the arrival of
Lord Colville with a fquadron of Britifh thips on the 16th of May, when
the French were obliged to raife the fiege, and leave the Britith nation
thus eftablifhed in this important conquett.

On the 8th of September following, the town of Montreal fubmitted
to Sir Jeffery Amherft and General Murray, to whom the Marquis de
Vaudreuil delivered up himfelf and his garrifon, to be tranfported to
Old France; whereby the Englith got pofleflion of New France.

Captain Byron alfo, with five men of war, failed from Louifburg to
Riftigouchy, in the bottom of the Bay of Chaleurs, where he found a
French frigate, two large ftorefhips, and nineteen fail of fmaller veflels;
all which, together with two batteries and two hundred houfes, he de-
ftroyed, and totally ruined the fettlement.

In 1761, Dominica was taken from the French by Lord Rollo; as was
Martinico, in 1762, by General Monckton, who alfo reduced the neutral
iflands and the Grenades.

His Majefty King George III. was now upon the Britifh throne, to
which he fucceeded on the demife of his grandfather, King George II.
who died the 25th of O&ober, 1760, in the 77th year of his age and
the 34th of his reign. Charles III. was at this time on the throne of
Spain, to which he fucceeded on the death of his brother-in-law, Ferdi-
nand VI. on the roth of Auguft, 1759. The family-compa& of the
Houfe of Bourbon was concluded the 15th of Auguft, 1761, as a family
convention between the crowns of France and Spain, to unite all the
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branehes of the Houfe of Bourbon in the moft ambitious and dangergus-
defigns againft the commerce and independency of the reft of Europe,,
and particularly of the dominions belonging to his Britannic Majefty,
who therefore declared war againft Spain on the 4th of January, 176.,
which was anfwered by the King of Spain on the 18th. But the pride
of Spain was foon humbled by the reduction of the Havanna by Sir
George Pocock and the Earl of Albemarle, on the 13th of Auguft, 1762;
which glorious acquifition was fucceeded by the reduction of Manilla by:
Admiral Cornifh and General Draper, on the 6th of O&ober following,

SECTION



IN NORTH AMERICA:

SECTION 1V,

The preliminary articles of peace between Great Britain, France, and Spain,
Sfigned at Fontainbleau.—Declaration of his Britannic Majefly from the
throne upon that occafion. The definitive treaty figned at Paris the 10th
of February, 1763 ; the principal articles thereof relative to America,
and the acquifitions thereby ceded and confirmed to the Britifh govern-
ment.—T be royal proclamation concerning the new governments of Que-
bec, Eaft Florida, Wef2 Florida, and Grenada; with the territories
annexed to the governments of Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and Geor-
gia. His Majefly’s directions for the new governments, and bis reftric-
tions to the governors relative to the Indians. The governors appointed
to the new effablifbed colonies. Notice from the Lords for Trade and
Plantations for the grants of lands in Laft and Weff Florida.—St.
Auguftine and Penfacola delivered up by the Spaniards, &rc.

T HE preliminary articles of peace between the Kings of Great Bri-
tain, France, and Spain, were figned at Fontainbleau the 3d of
November, 1762 ; and, on the 25th, his Britannic Majefty declared from
the throne, “ That he had purfued this extenfive war in the moft vigo-
rous manner, in hopes of obtaining an honourable peace; and that by
the preliminary articles it would appear, there was not only an immenfe
territory added to the empire of Great Britain, but a folid foundation was
laid for the increafe of trade and commerce; and that the utmoft care had

been taken to remove all occafions of future difputes between his {ubje&ts
and thofe of France and Spain.”

The King laid the preliminaries before both houfes of parliament,
where they were oppofed by the antiminifterial party formed againft the
Earl of Bute; but they were approved of by a majority. The peace was
founded on thofe preliminaries, and the definitive treaty was conclucdzd
at Paris, on the 1oth of February, 1763, without any material alters+.on,
It confifted of twenty-feven articles, the principal of which, rela:.ns
America, were as follows : -

IV. His moft Chriftian Majefty renounces all pretenfions whi.}: he has
heretofore formed, or might form to Nova Scotia, or Acadia, in all it:
parts; and guaranties the whole of 1it, with all its dependencics, to
the King of Great Britain. Moreover, his Moft Chriftian Majcfty cedes,
and guaranties to his faid Britannic Majefty, in full right, Canuda, wiih

2 all
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all its dependencies ; as well as the ifland pf Cape Breton, and all tl_le
other iflands and coafts in the gulph and river of St. Lawrence’; and 1
general every thing that depends on the faid countries, lands, iflands, and
coafts, with the fovereignty, property, pofleflion, and all rights acquired
by treaty or otherwife, which the moft -Chrlihan.Klr{g, and the crown of
France, have had, till now, over the faid countries, 1Qands,.lands, places,
coalts, and their inhabitants; fo that the moft Chrifian King cedes and
makes over the whole to the faid King, and to the crown of Great Britain,
and that in the moft ample manner and form, without reftri¢tion, and
without any liberty to depart from the faid ceffion and guaranty, under
any pretence, or to difturb Great Britain in the pofleffion above mentioned.
His Britannic Majefty, on his {ide, agrees to grant the liberty of the
Catholic religion to the inhabitants of Canada: He will confequently
give the moft effeGual orders, that his new Roman Catholic fgbje&s may
profefs the worfhip of their religion, according to the rites. of the:
Romith church, as far as the laws of Great Britain permit..

V. The fubje&s of France thall have the liberty of fithing and drying
on a part of the coafts of the ifland of Newfoundland, fuch as is fpecified
in the 13th article of the treaty of Utrecht; which article is renewed and
confirmed by the prefent treaty, (except what relates to the ifland of Cape
Breton as well as to the other iflands and coafts in the mouth and in the
gulph of St. Lawrence) and his Britannic Majefty confents to leave to

the fubjes of the moft Chriftian King, the liberty of fithing in the gulph

of St. Lawrence, on condition that the fubje&s of France do not exercife
the faid fithery, but at the diftance of three leagues from all the coafts
belonging to Great Britain, as well thofe of the continent, as thofe of
the iflands fituated in the faid gulph of St. Lawrence. And as to what
relates to the fithery on the coaft of the ifland of Cape Breton out of the
faid gulph, the fubje@s of the moft Chriftian King fhall not be permitted
to exercife the faid fithery, but at the diftance of fifteen leagues from the
coafts of the iland of Cape Breton; and the fithery on the coafts of Nova
Scotia or Acadia, and every where elfe out of the faid gulph, fhall remain
on the foot of former treaties. '

VI. The King of Great Britain cedes the iftands of St Pierre and Mi-
quelon, in full right, to his moft Chriftian Majefly, to ferve as a thelter
to the French fithermen; and his faid moft Chriftian Majefty engages not
to fortify the faid iflands, to ere@ no buildings upon them, but merely
for the convenience of the fithery, and to keep upon them a guard of 5o
men only for the police.

VII. In
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VIL In order to re-eftablith peace on folid and durable foundations, and
to remove for ever all {ubje& of difpute with regard to the limits of the
Britith and French territories on the continent of America, it is agreed,
that for the future, the confines between the dominions of his Britannic
Majefty, and thofe of his moft Chriftian Majefty in that part of the world,
thall be fixed irrevocably by a line drawn along the middle of the river
Mifliflippt, from.its fource to the river Iberville, and from thence, by a
line drawn along the middle of this river, and the Lake Maurepas and
Pontchartrain, to the fea; and for this- purpofe, the moft Chriftian King
cedes, in full right, and guaranties to his Britannic Majefty, the river
and port of the Mobile, and every thing which he poffefles, or ought to
poflefs, on the left {ide of the river Mifliflippi, except the town of New
Orleans, and the ifland on which it is fituated, which fhall remain to
France; provided that the navigation of the Mifhflippi river fhall be
equally free, as well to the fubjects of Great Britain, as to thofe of France,
in its whole breadth and length, from its fource to the fea, and exprefsly’
that part which is between the faid ifland of New Orleans, and the righe
bank of that river, as well as the paflages both in and out of its mouth.
It s further ftipulated, that the veflels belonging to the fubjects of either
nation, fhall not be ftopped, vifited, or fubjeted to the payment of any
duty whatfoever.

VIII. The King of Great Britain thall reftore to France the iflands of’
Guadaloupe, of Marie-Galante, of Defiderade,  of Martinico, and of
Belleifle..

IX. The moft Chriftian King cedes and guaranties to his Britannic’
Majefty, in full right, the iflands of Grenada, and of the Grenadines
And the partition of the iflands, called Neutral, is agreed and fixed, fo
that thofe of St. Vincent, Dominica, and Tobago, fhall remain in full
right to. Great Britain; and that that of St. Lucia fhall be delivered
to France, to enjoy the fame likewife in full right.

X. His Britannic Majefty fhall reftore to France the ifland of Goree in’
the condition it was in when conquered : And his moft Chriftian Majefty
cedes in full right, and guaranties to the King of Great Britain the rivex
Senegal, with the forts and fa&ories of St. Lewis, Podor, and Galam 3
and with all the rights and dependencies of the faid river Senegal.

By the twelfth article, Minorca was to be reftored to his Britannic.
Majefty ; and by the thirteenth, Dunkirk was to be put into the flate
fixed by former tfeaties,

The
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The fubfequent articles relate chiefly to the difputes between Great -
Britain and Spain; particularly to the cutting of Logwood in the Bay of
Honduras, which, by the {eventeenth article, was allgwed to the fubJe&s
of his Britannic Majefty; and, by the eighteenth, his Catholic Majefty

defifted from all pretenfions to the right of fithing in the neighbourhood
of Newfoundland. By the nineteenth, the Havanna was reftored to

Spain; in confequence of which, by the twentieth, ¢ h_is Cat.holic Ma-
jefty ceded and guarantied, in full right, to his Britannic Majefty, Flo-
rida, with Fort St. Auguflin, and the bay of Penfacola, as well as all
that Spain poflefled on the continent of Norih America to the eaft, or
to the fouth-eaft of the river Mififfippi, and in general every thing that
depended on the faid countries and lands, with the fovereignty, property,
pofleffion, and all rights acquired by treaties or otherwife, which the
Catholic King and the crown of Spain had till then over the {aid coun-
tries, lands, places, and their inhabitants.” So that the Catholic King
ceded and made over the whole to the faid King, and to the crown of
Great Britain, and that in the moft ample manner and form.

Thus Great Britain acquired a totality of empire in North America,
extending from Hudfon’s Bay to the mouths of the Mifliffippi.

His Majefty, in his {peech to both houfes of parliament, on the 15th
of November, 1763, informed them, that ¢ the re-eftablithment of the
public tranquillity, upon terms of honour and advantage to his kingdoms,
was the firft objet of his reign: that this falutary meafure had received the
approbation of his parliament, and had fince been happily completed and
carried into execution by the definitive treaty.” His Majefty then de-
clared as follows: ¢ Our principal care ought now to be employed to
improve the valuable acquifitions which we have made, and to cultivate
the arts of peace in fuch a manner, as may moft effeCtually contribute to
extend the commerce and to augment the happinefs of thefe kingdoms.”
The houfe of lords, in their addrefs, declared, that ¢ they were deeply
fenfible of his Majefty’s paternal care and attention for the improvement
of his conquefts and the extenfion of the commerce of his fubje@ts, in
which the public welfare was fo materially concerned.” The commc,ms
in their addrefs, * begged leave to congratulate his Majefty on the com:-
pletion of that great and falutary meafure, the re-eftablithment of the

public tranquillity upon terms fo honourable to his crown and fo advan=
tageous to his people.”

The King alfo publifhed a proclamation, which was d |
: ] ated the 7th of -
O&ober, to the following effe@t: ¢ That whereas he had tzken inio h?s

- royal
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moyal confideration the extenfive and valuable tra&s in America, fecured

to his crown by the late definitive treaty of peace; and being defirous that
all his fubje&ts might avzil themfelves of the great benefits and advantages
which muft accrue therefrom to their commerce, manufatures, and navi-
gation ; he had thought fit, with the advice of his privy-council, to iflue
this proclamation, thereby to declare to all his {ubje@s, that he had
granted letters patent, to ere&twithin the countries and iflands ceded and
contirmed to him by the faid treaty, four diftin& and feparate govern-
ments, ftiled and called by the names of Qucbec, Eaft Florida, Weft
Florida, and Grenada; limited and bounded as follows :

“ Firft, the government of Quebec, bounded on the Labrador coaft by
the river St. John, and from thence, by a line drawn from the head of
that river, through the Lake St. John to the fouth end of the Lake Nipif-
fim ; from whence the faid line, crofling the river St. Lawrence and I.ake
Champlain in forty-five degrees of north latitude, paffes along the high

lands which divide the rivers that empty themfelves into the faid river

St. Lawrence, from thofe which fall into the fea; and alfo along the
north coaft of the Baye des Chaleurs, and the coaft of the gulph of St.

Lawrence to Cape Roflers; and from thence, crofling the mouth of the
river St. Lawrence, by the weft end of the ifland of Anticofti, terminates

at the aforefaid river of St. John.

¢ Secondly, the government of Eaft Florida, bounded to the weftward
by the gulph of Mexico and the Apalachicola river; to the northward by a
line drawn from that part of the faid river where the Catahouchee and
Flint rivers meet, to the fource of St. Mary’s river, and by the courfe of
the faid river to the Atlantic ocean; and to the eaftward and {fouthward,
by the Atlantic occan and the gulph of Florida, including all iflands.
within {ix leagues of the fea coaft.

¢ Thirdly, the government of Weft Florida, bounded to the fouthward:
by the gulph of Mexico, including all iflands within fix leagues of the
coaft from the river Apalachicola to Lake Pontchartrain; to the weftward.
by the faid Lake, the Lake Maurepas, and the river Mifliflippi; to the
northward by a line drawn due eaft from that part of the river Mifliflippi-
which lies in thirty-one degrees north latitude, to the river Apalachicola
or Catahouchee; and to the eaftward by the faid river.

¢ Fourthly, the government of Grenada, comprehending the ifland:
of that name, together with the Grenadines, and the iflands of Dominica,.

St.. Vincent, and Tobago..
& Andi
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« And to the end that the open and free fifhery of his fubje&ts might
nded and carried on upon the coaft of Labrador, and the adja-

cent iflands, his Majefty thought fit to put all that coaft from the river
St. John’s to Hudfon’s Streights, together with the iflands of Anticofti
and Madelaine, and all other {maller iflands upon the faid coaft, under
the care and infpection of his governor of Newtfoundland.

be extended to,

« His Majefty alfo thought fit to annex the iﬂan@s of St..John’s and
Cape DBreton, or Ifle Royal, with the lefler iflands adjacent thereto, to his

government of Nova Scotia.

¢« He alfo annexed to his province of Georgia all the lands lying be-

tsveen the rivers Altamaha and St. Mary’s.

His Majefty exprefled his paternal care for the fecurity of the liberties
and properties of his {ubjects who fhould become inhabitants of thofe
colonies ; for which purpofe governments were to be conftituted, as in the
other colonies, of governors, councils, ard reprefentatives of the people,
with power to make and ordain laws, under fuch reftritions as were ufed
in other colonies; as alfo for the governors and councils to conftitute
couits of judicature, ard agree with the inhabitants for the purchafe of
lands, and the improvement and fettlement of the Colontes. His Majefty
alfo teftified his royal fenfe and approbation of the conduct and bravery of
the officers and foldiers of his armies, and of his defire to reward the
fame, by granting them lands in North America; as likewife to fuch re-
duced officers of his navy as had ferved at the reduction of Louifburg and
Quebec.  After which, his Majefty declared as follows :

% And whereas it is juft and reafenable, and eflential to our intereft and
the fecurity of our Colonies, that the feveral nations or tribes of Indians,
with whom we are conneéted, and who live under our prote@ion, fhould
rot be molefted or difturbed in the poffeffion of fuch parts of our domi-
nions and territories as, not having been ceded to or purchafed by us, are
referved to them or any of them, as their hunting-grounds ; we do there-
fore, by the advice of our privy-council, declare it to be our royal will
and Pleafure, that no gowernor, or commander in chief, in any of our
colonies of Quebec, Eaft Florida, or We#f Florida, do prefume, upon
any pretence whatloever, to grant warrants of furvey, or pafs any f)atfnts
for lands beyond the bounds of their refpective governments, as defcribed
in their commiffions; as alfo that no governor or commander in chief, in
::myf of our other.colonies or plantations in America, do prefume, for,th’e
prefent, and untdl our further pleafure be known, to grant warrants of

J furvey,
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’furvey, or pafs patents for any lands beyond the heads or fources of any
of the rivers which fall-into the Atlantic ocean; or upon any lands wi:at-
ever, which not having been céeded to or purchafed by us as aforefaid,
are referved to the faid Indians, or any of them. And we do further
declare it to be our royal will and pleafure, for the prefent as aforefaid, to
refervie under our -fovereignty, prote&tion, -and dominion, for the ufe of
the faid Indians, all the lands and territories not included within the limits
of our faid three new governments, or within the limits of the teiritory
granted to the Hudfon’s Bay company; as alfo the lands and territories
lying to the weftward of the fources of the rivers which fall into the fea
from the weft and north-weft as aforefaid: And we do.hereby flrictly
forbid, on pain of our difpleafure, all our loving {ubjeéts from making
any purchafes or fettlements whatever, or taking pofleflion of any of the
lands above referved, without our efpecial leave and licence for that pur-
pofe firft obtained. And we do further firiily enjoin and require all
perfons whatever, who have cither wilfully or inadvertently feated them-
felves upon any lands within the countries above defcribed, or upon any
other lands, which not having been ceded to or purchafed by us, are ftill
referved to the faid Indians as aforefaid, forthwith to remove themfelves
from fuch fettlements. And whereas great frauds and abufes have been
committed in the purchafing lands of the Indians, to the great prejudice
of our interefts, and to the great diffatisfaltion of the faid Indians; in
order, therefore, to prevent fuch irregularities for the future, and to the
end that the Indians may be convinced of our juftice and determined refo-
lution to remove all reafonable caufe of difcontent, we do, with the advice
of our privy-council, ftri¢tly enjoin and require, that no private perfon
do prefume to make any purchafe from the faid Indians, of any lands
referved to the faid Indians within thofe parts of our Colonies where we
have thought proper to allow fettlement ; but that if, at any time, any of
the faid Indians fhould be inclined to dlfpofe of the faid lands, the famc
fhall be purchafed only for us, in our name, at fome public meeting or
~affembly of the faid Indians, to be held for that purpofe by the governor
or commander in chief of our colony refpetively within which they fhall
lie: And in cafe they fhall lie within the limits of any proprietary go-
vernment, they fhall be purchafed only for the ufe and in the name of
fuch proprietaries, conformable to fuch dire&ions or inftru@ions as we
or they fhall think proper to give for that purpofe.”—His Majefty alfo
declared and enjoined, that the trade with the faid Indians fhould be free
and open to all his fubjets whatever ; provided they took out proper
licences for the fame. And his Majefty further enjoined all officers what-
ever, as well military as thofe employed in the management and diretion
of Indian affairs within the territories referved as aforefaid for the ufe
Vor. L. H of



HISTORY OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE, &

of the faid Indians, to feize and apprehend all perfons whatfoever, who
fhould fly from juftice and take refuge in the faid territory,, and to fend
them under a proper guard to the colony where the crime was committed,

in order to take their trial for the fame.

At the fame time, his Majefty appointed Montagu Wilmot, Elq; to be
his captain-general and governor in chief in and over his Majefty’s pra-
vince of Nova Scotia, in the room of Henry Ellis, Efq; who had requefted
leave to refign that government. The honourable James Murray, Efg;
was appointed governor of the province of Quebec. James Grant, Efq;
was appointed governor of Eaft Florida. George Johnftone, Efq; was
appointed governor of Weft Florida; and Robert Melville, Efq; was
appointed governor of Grenada, the Grenadines, Dominico, St. Vincent,
and Tobago; and of all other iflands and territories adjacent thereto, and
which then were, or had been dependent thereupon.

The Lords Commiffioners for Trade and Plantations having received in~
formation that many perfons were defirous of grants of land in his
Majcfty’s provinces of Eaft Florida and Weft Florida, in order to the
cultivation of the fame for the raifing of filk,. cotton, wine, oil, indigo,
cochineal, and other commodities to which thofe lands were adapted;
their Jordthips, therefore, to avoid any delay in the making {uch fettle-
ments, did, by his Majefty’s command, give public notice on the 21t of
November, 1763, ¢ That his Majefty had been pleafed to dire®, that

“the lands in his faid provinces of Eaft Florida and Weft Florida thould be

furveyed and laid out into town{hips, not exceeding twenty thoufand acres.
each, for the convenience and accommodation of fettlers ; and thefe town-
{hips, or any proportions thereof, would be granted, upon the fame mode-
rate conditions of quit-rent and cultivation as were required in other-
colonies, to fuch perfons as thould be willing to enter into reafonable en-
gagements to fettle the lands within a limited time, and at thejr own-
expence, with a proper number of ufeful and induftrioys protef’cantr
inhabitants, cither from his Majefty’s other colonies, "or from foreign.
parts; and all per.fons who might be willing to obtain fuch grants, Wﬁegx'fe,‘
defired to fend their propofals 1n writing to -John Pownall, Efg; feérétary

o the faid Lords Commiffioners for Trade and Plantations,” -

THE
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Iis divifien, extent, climate, and foil. The fiuft difcovery of it. Patent
granted to the London company and Plymouth company by King Fames 1.
wn 1606. His patent, in 1620, to a new company, called the Council of
Plymouth ; their limits and privileges. Account of the country and of

. the Indians ; their religion and language ; particularly the Abenaquies of
New England; as alfo of the Iroquois, Cherokees, Crecks, and others ;
their war-cry, and cuffoms. Account of the firfl Englifb fettlers, and
the prg/ént colonifts ; the toleration of religion, and privileges gramted
them. Remarks on the natural biffory of New England. Lord Bacor's
Jifiem of eflablifbing colonies in North America, with bis charaller ; as
bkewife the fentiments of Mr. Locke, Mr. Wood, and others, relative to

the Colonies.

EW ENGLAND is that part of the continent of America which
lies between the 41° and 45° of north latitude, and between 67°

and 73° of weft longitude : but under this denomination are com-
prehended the provinces of the Maflachufets Bay, and New Hampfhire ;

thh the colonics of Comnecticut and Rhode Ifland. It is bounded by
H 2 Canada
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e north-weft, by New .York on the weft, by Nova Scotia
f):xint?xdcan%r;t}tl}-leaﬂ, and by thg’ Atlantic ocean on the eaft and fouth. Tts
length, from the river Kennebec to the fogth—eaﬁ-bopndanes of New
York, is about three hundred 4nd thirty miles; and its breadth, from
Cape Cod to the north-eaft boundaries of New York, is about one hun-
dred and ninety miles; though in other places it is not fo broad. The
coaft bears weft-fouth-weft and eaft-north-eaft; running about one hun-
dred and fixty leagues in length, without reckoning the angles.

The fea coaft is generally low; but the inland country .rif'es ir}tO' hills;
and is rocky and mountainous to the north-eaft. The climate is not fo
mild and regular as thofe parts of Ttaly and France that lie in the fame
parallel ; nor is it {o temperate as in Great Britain. The north and north-
weft winds blow over an extenfive tra&t of land, and are therefore very
cold ;. for which reafon the winters are keener and of longer eontinuance
in New England than they ufually are in Old England; but then the
weather is not {o variable as in the mother-country, and the thort fummer
they enjoy is much hotter. .iThe climate, however, is healthful in New
England, where it is common to have a clear and dry fky for fix weeks
or two months together. - : Nt :

When the Englifth firft landed on the coaft, the country appeared like
one continued wood; but, upon a clofer furvey, they found every three
or four miles a fruitful valley, with a clear frefh rivulet or brook glidin
through it, -and thefe again were furrounded with hills. covered with trees,
which afforded an agreeable profpe&. * .. = » <ol e
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The foil is generally fertile, but more {o in {ome places than in others,
and particularly about the Maffachufets ‘Bay: it is as flat'and black as in
any part of Great Bri’tain, COrflAfequ‘ehtly as 'rich,‘ PR LN
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New England was not properly difcovered until the year 1602, when
Captain GofnoH failed there from Dartmouth in Old England, in a fmall
veflel, with thirty-two failors and fome paffengers. He was one of the
adventurers in a former voyage to Virginia, was an excellent ‘mariner,
and conceived that there muft be a fhorter courfe to that part “of America
than had been attempted before ; therefore he fteered a more dire@ courfe,
and fell in with this coaft. He was embayed in 42° 10/, where he caught
abundance of cod-fith, and called it Cape Cod : thence failing fouthward,
he gave Queen Elizabeth’s name to one ifland, and to the next ifland,

where he found great quantities of wild grapes, he gave the name of
Martha’s vineyard ; which nathes are fill retained,. '

SIS 1 VR 1o e
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Captain Gofnoll made a very fuccefsful voyage, and at his return to
England gave a good chara&ter of this new country, which induced feveral
gentlemen to obtain a royal grant from King James I. who incorporated
two companies in one patent, bearing date the 1oth of April, 1606. The
firt were allowed to fettle themfelves at any place on the coaft of Virginia
between the 34° and 41° of north latitude; the other between 38¢ and
45°; with liberty to extend themfelves one hundred miles along the
coaﬂs, and one hundred miles within land, but not to plant within one
hundred miles of each other.

In this patent were included New England, New York, Ncw Jerfey,
and Pennfylvania, as they are now divided into feveral provinces; but
the whole country was then called Virginia, and was no otherwife diftin~
guifhed for fome time after, than by the names of north and fouth Vir-
ginia: the fouthern diftri& was called the London company, who imme-
diately began their {ettlement ; and the northern diftri&t belonged to the
company of Plymouth, or weft country adventurers.

Sir John Popham, lord chief juftice of England, Sir Ferdinando Gorge,
and feveral other gentlemen and merchants of Briftol, Exeter, and Ply-
mouth, proprietors of the patent for North Virginia, fitted out a fhip
the fame year, with thirty men, under the command of Henry Challons,
to make a difcovery of that country; but this thip was taken by a Spanith
fleet in the Weft Indies, and the crew were carried prifoners into Spain.
This misfortune damped the {pirit of the firft adventurers; but Lord
chief-juftice Popham foon after fent out another fhip, at his own charge,
commanded by Captain Hanham, one of the patentees, who brought back
{fuch an encouraging account of the country, that the proprietors “who fell
off before refolved now to adventure again. Accordingly, in 1608, they
fitted out two fhips with one hundred men, ordnance, ftores, and all necef-
faries for a plantation, under the command of Captain George Popham
and Captain Raleigh Gilbert, who failed from Plymouth the 31ft of May,
and arrived at the ifland of Monahigan, in 44° of north latitude, on the
11th of Auguft. They began a fettlement at Sagadahock, about ten
leagues fouthward, between Cafco Bay and the mouth of the river Kene-
bec. They built a fort, which they called St. George ; but on the death
of Captain Popham and-the return of Captain Gilbert to Fngland, they
all abandoned the place, and re-embarked for Plymouth, ¢ whereby,” fays
Captain Smith, ¢ this plantation was begun and ended in one year, and
the country efteemed as a cold, barren, rocky, mountainous defert.”

This unfuccefsful attempt to form a fettlement upon that part of the
continent of North America which was formerly called Norumbega, Pena-
quida,

53
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i names given to it by thofe who failed along the coaft,
g:éjﬁl,yagi}?itr}il;rd the p%tentees; but Henry, Earl of Sogthampton,~
and fome gentlemen of the Ifle of Wight, emp]oz/ed'Cap.taun hf.(}ward
Harlow to difcover an ifland fuppofed about Cape Cod, which he found
to be on the continent, and returned from thence to England with five
faveges he had taken and detained as prifoners. ~ Sir Francis Popham alfo
fent Captain Williams feveral times to Monahigan on account of the
fithery ;* but all farther thoughts of a feftlcmsnt fubﬁdgzd until th.e year
1614, when Captain John Smith {failed frc.)m London with two fhips on
a farther difcovery of the whale-filhery, mines, and furs.

This gentleman had been prefident of the colony in South Virginia, in
1608, and was a judicious feaman ; on which account he was fent out at
the charge of Captain Marmaduke Roydon, Captain George Langam, Mr.
John Buley, and Mr. William Skelton. Captain Smith arrived at Mona=
higan, from whence he failed to the continent, where he carefully fur-
veyed the coaft, and gave denominations to many of the headlands, bays,
and rivers, which are ftill upon record, though now obfolete, and other
names impofed. Ranging the coaft in a fmall boat with eight men, while
the others were employed in the fifhery, he got for trifles near eleven
thoufand beaver fkins, one hundred martins, and as many otters, within
the diftance of twenty leagues. With thefe furs, the train-oil, and cod-
fith, he returned for England, having made his voyage out and home in

about fix months, and acquired about 1 s00/l. for his principals in the
commodities he brought to them. '

Captain Smith called the country New England, which name it fil] re=
tains: He prefented his map of it to Prince Charles, who confirmed that
denomination, and gave new names to the moft remarkable places in the
following manner, according to the fchedule exhibited by Captain Smith :

¢ The old names.

““ The new names,
Cape Cod.

1. 1. Cape James.
2. The harbour at Cape Cod, 2. Milford Haven.
3. Chawum. 3. Berwick.

4. Accomack. 4. Plymouth,
§- Sagoquas.” 5. Oxford.

5. Maflachufets Mount, 6. Cheviot Hills,
7. Maflachufets River., 7. Charles River,
8. Totan. 8. Falmouth.

9. Cape Tragabigfanda. 9. Cape Anne,

1o. A great bay by Cape Ange, 10, Briftol,

1L, Naembeck., 11. Barnftable,

12, Aggawom;
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The old names. The new names.
12. Aggawom. 12. Southampton.
-13. Paffataquack. 13. Hull.
14. Accominticus. 14. Bofton.
15. Saflanows Mount. 15. Snowdon Hill.
'16. Sowocatuck. 16. Ipfwich,
17. Bahanna. 17. Dartmouth.
18. A good harbour within that Bay. 18. Sandwich.
19. Ancocifco. 19. The Bafs.
20. Ancocifco’s Mount. 20. Shooter’s Hill.
21. Anmoughcawgen. 21. Cambridge.
22. Kenebec. 22. Edinburgh. o
23. Sagadahock. 23. Leith.
24. Pemmayquid. 24. St. John’s town.
25. Segocket. 25. Norwich.
26, Mecadacut. 26. Dunbarton.
27. Pennobfcot.. 27. Aberdeen.
28. Nufket. 28. Low Mounds.”

Smith’s Ifles retained their name; and the Captain gave new names
to fome other iflands : thofe of Monahigan he called Bertie’s Ifles; thofe
of Matinac he called Willoughby’s Ifles ; and thofe of Metinacus he called
.Haughton’s Ifles.

When Captain Smith returned in his own fhip from New England, he
Teft the other veflel there under the command of Thomas Hunt, who
enticed twenty-four of the natives on board, and fold them to the Spa-
niards. The owners turned him out of their employ for his villany; but
the punifhment was inadequate to the crime, which the Indians highly
refented, and refolved to be revenged on thofe who came next upon the
‘coaft. They accordingly prevented Captain Hobfon in his attempt to
form a fettlement, and obliged Captain Dormer to return without accom-
plithing his defign.

The firft inducements of the Englith adventurers to take out patents for
lands in America, and to fuffer fo much in fettling, were the hopes of
finding rich mines, and a north-weft paflage to the Eaft Indies ; but when.

thefe proje€tors were difappointed, the old patents were neglected or anni-
hilated. The northern company of 1606 infenfibly diflolved ; and the
“fouthern company foon had the fame fate ; while feveral voluntary com-
-panies of adventurers, without grants or patents, continued to carry on.
an advantageous trade in North America.

7 Captain
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Captain Smith publithed his map of New. Englatnd in t.he year F616,
swoith an account of his obfervations and difcoveries, which encouraged
the merchants to make an attempt for another fettlement. A new com-
any of adventurers was formed, and called the Council of Plymouth ;
bec ule the adventurers were chiefly merchants and members .‘of that
corporation.  Their number was forty; but among them were’fome
noblemen and gentlemen, particularly the duie of Lenox, the marqmﬁ't?s
of Buckingham and Hamilton, the earls of Wairvick and Arundel, Sir
Francis Gorge, and fome others ; to whom Kiag James I: grapted letters
patent dated the 3d of November, 1n the 18th year of his reign, 1incor-
porating them by the ftyle of ¢ The Council eftablifhed at Plymouth in -
the county of Devon for the planting, ruling, ordering, and governing
of New England in America.” His Majefty thereby * gave and granted
unto them, their fucceffors and affigns, all that part of America lying
and being in breadth from 40° north latitude from the equinottial line,
to 48° inclufively, and in length of and within all the breadth aforefaid,
throughout all the main land from fea to fea, &c. to be holden of his
majefty, his heirs and fucceflors, as of his manor of Faft Greenwich in
the county of Kent, in free and common foccage, and not iz capite, nor
by knight’s fervice; yielding and paying therefor to his majefty, his
heirs and fucceffors, the fifth part of the ore of gold and filver which,
thould, from time to time, and at all times then after, happen to be found,
within any of the faid limits, in refpe& of all manner of duties, demands,
and fervices whatfoever to his majefty, his heirs and {ucceflors.”

As a body corporate they were to have a common feal, make laws
for the regulation of the province, and difpofe of any parts thereof ;
but they could not delegate the jurifdiGion without an additional royal
charter. Their patent was defignedly extended much to north and
fouth, that it might include and perpetuate the Englith claim to the
New Netherlands, then in poffeflion of the Dutch fouthward, and after-

wards called New York; as alfo to Acadia, fince called Nova Scotia,
then poflefled by the French to the north.

The adventurers, at this time, had acquired a confiderable knowledge
of the nature of the country, and its inhabitants. Captain Smith refided
nineteen years in Virginia and New England, and wrote a hiftory of thofe
parts in 1624 ; where he enumerated the names of many tribes of In-
dians which are now irrecoverably loft; and that were of different fta-
ture, but none of them had any beards. In that part of his work, in-
titled ¢ The General Hiftory of New England,” he fays, it is bet;vixt
the degrees of forty-one and forty-five, the very mean between the north

pole



NEW ENGLAND.

pole and the lihe; but what he {peaks of ftretches only from Penobfcot

to Cape Cod ; fome feventy-five leagues by a right-line diftant from each
other ; within which bounds he had founded about five and twenty ex-
cellent good harbours, in many whereof there was anchorage for five
hundred fail of fhips of any burden; in fome of them for one thoufand;
and more than two hundred ifles over-grown with good timber of divers
forts of wood.

" In his defcription of the country, he fays, ¢ the Maflachufets was the
paradife of all thofe parts ; for here were many iflands planted with corn,
groves, mulberries, favage-gardens, and good harbours : the coaft was ge-
nerally high clayey fandy clifts, and fhewed all along as he pafled large
fields of corn, and great numbers of wel proportioned people: that
eak was the chief wood, of which there was great difference, in regard
of the foil where it grew ; as alfo fir, pine, walnut, chefnut, birch, afh,
elm, cyprefs, cedar, mulberry, plumtree, hazel, faxefras, and many other
forts.” .

The fame remarkable traveller obferves upon the whole, that ¢ the
main ftaple to be extracted from New England, for the prefent, was fith,
which might feem a mean commodity ; yet thofe who would truly take
the pains, and confider the fequel, would allow it well worth the la-
bour.”

~ To thefe, and many other particulars, he adds the following words :
¢ And of all the four parts of the world I have yet {een not inhabited,
could I have but means to tranfport a colony, I would rather live here
than any where; and if it did not maintain itfelf, were we but once
indifferently well fitted, let us flarve.

“This was the moft authentic account that could be obtained of New
England at that time ; in confequence of which feveral thips were fent
there by the merchants of London, Briftol, and Plymouth ; but chiefly
upon the fithing trade. They promifed captain Smith, in the year 1617,
to fend twenty fhips to New England under:his command; and the
weftern commiffioners contra&ted with him to be admiral of that coun-
try during his life; however, that worthy adventurer was difappointed
in all his fchemes for the improvement of the colony, which he had moft
affeGtionately at heart.

- Edward Winflow, Efg; foon after gave a farther account of this
country, of the religion of the Indians, and the nature of their govern-
VoL. L. I ment.
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appears. from a comparifon of the different accounts, that
R:;t.Enlglan%pwas’inhabited by rrliore than twenty different Indian nations
before the countrv was colonized ; though feveral of their names are
not mentioned by modern writers. Each Sachem,. or Sagamore, who was
lord of a fmall territory, claimed a right of fovereignty there. The prin-
cioal tribes were the Maffachufets, Neumkeaks, Narraganfets, Pocaffets,
Pequots, Maflafoiets or Wompanoags, Moratiggons, Patuxets, Maquas,
Manimoys, Niantics, Novafii and Marchicans ; but the Maffachufets
were more populous and better civilized than any other of thefe nations ;
which was principally owing to their dwelling upon the coafts, and
trading with the Europeans. They inhabited thofe parts which now
make the counties of Suffolk and Middlefex. The plague and fmall-pox
greatly diminifhed their numbers a little before the Englifh took poflef-
fion of their country; but they have the honour to give the prefent
name to the chief colony of New England.

The life of hunters and fithermen is faid to be averfe to human fo-
ciety, except among the miembers of fingle families. The accounts
which have be¢n tranf{mitted of the natives, at the firft arrival of the
Furopeafls, reprefent them to have been as near to a flate of nature as
any people upon the globe, and deftitute of moft of thofe improvements
which are the ornaments of civil fociety. :

The men commended themfelves for keeping their wives employed,
and condemned the Englifh hufbands according to their phrafe, for fpoil-
ing good working creatures. Every nation or tribe had one acknow- -
ledged head or chief, to whom they gave the title of Sachem or Saga-
more ; but it 1s difficult to determine what was their power and authority.
They feem to have {upported no military authority, as every man fought
and retreated at his pleafure; for which reafon, they never could op-
pofe a body of Englith troops, and their wars were precarious between
themfelves. Their arms were bows and arrows : their bow-ftrings were
made of moofe finews; and their arrows were pointed with a {mall flat
ftone, of a triangular form, the bafis of which they faftened with a lea-
thern ftring into a cleft made in the end of a young ftick of elder-wood.
Their captains only carried a fpear. But after the arrival of the Englifh
they made the heads of their arrows of brafs, and faftened them to ;
fmall flick of fix or eight inches long, formed to fix into the end of the
pithy elder, which they bound round to firengthen it.

_ They were remarkable for firm well compacted bodies, ftrong and ac-
tive, capable of enduring the greateft hardfhips and fatigues, regardlefs

of
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of cold, whilfy travelhng in the feverity of winter. They were at a
lofs to know what could induce the firft Colonifts to leave England and
come to America ; but the moft probable conje@ure they could make was,
that the Englith Wanted fuel at home, and came over for the fake of
the wood. Their clothing was of the fkins of wild beafts; but after
the Englith came, they began to ufe woollen clothes, and in a few years
entirely laid afide fkins; though one of their old garments of fkins
would purchafe a new one of woollen, and a good quantity of ftrong li-
quors hefide. The men threw a light mantle or covering over them ;
they alfo wore a {mall flap, called Indian breeches; yet they were not
over folicitous in covering their bodies. The women were more mo-
deft, and wore a coat of cloth or {kins, wrapt like a blanket about their
loins, and reaching down to their hams, which they never put off in
company. Some of the men had breeches, ftockings, and fhoes, all
made of the fame materials, in one piece. In winter, when the fnow
would bear, they put on fnow-fhoes, which were made like a large
tennis-racket, and laced them to their feet with the guts of deers. They
greafed their bodies and hair very often, and painted themfelves all over ;
their faces and thoulders with a deep red, and their bodies with a variety
of misthapen figures ; but he was efteemed the braveft man, who had the
moft frightful forms drawn upon him, and looked moft terrible. They
had no hats, but commonly wore about their heads a fnake-fkin, a belt
of their money, or a kind of ruff made with deer’s-hair, and dyed of a
{carlet colour, which they efteemed very rich. The ornaments of their
women, befide painting their bodies, were a fort of ear-rings of copper
or beads, bracelets about their arms, and chains about their legs.

Their chief diverfions confifted in dancing-matches, a fort of feftivals,
at which all people were freely entertained.

Their food in winter, ‘was birds and beafts of all forts, thell-fith,
and fith from the ponds. In fummer, they had fea-fith, berries of all
forts, green-corn, beans and fquafhes. They boiled their vi€tuals in
earthen-pots : their {pits were fticks faftened in the ground, cleft at top,
where they fixed their meat, and placed themfelves round a fire until
they had fufficiently toafted it. The earth was their table; and they
had no falt, bread, trenchers, or knives. They had no regular meals,
eat when they were hungry as long as the victuals lafted ; and being im-
provident, nor caring for to-morrow, they and their families would

- {ometimes keep a faft of two or three days together. Tobacco was in

general ufe, which refrefhed their {pirits; and water was their only
drmL Their houfhold furniture was very fmall: a fkin or mat was
[ 2 their
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their bed ; a few earthen and wooden veffels anfwered all the purpofes of
a family; but they never ufed a chair or ﬁool, and always fate on the

ground. As they had no metals of any kind, what few tools they had

were of ftone; and their arts and manufactures lay in a very narrow com-

pafs. Their hatchet and chizzel are kept as curioﬁties; the former {fome=-

what in fhape like an iron hatchet, only inftead of an eye for the handle,

it had a neck, where they faftened a withe. They dreffed their {kins by
fcraping and rubbing, and fometimes ftained or coloured them with odd

forts of embroideries. They had a fort of cordage or lines, from the wild

Indian hemp, with which they made nets thirty or forty feet in length,

for taking flurgeon. 'They had two forts of canoes; one of pine or chef~

nut-trces, which they burned hollow, and then {craped the infide with

clam-fhells and oyfter-fhells, and hewed the outfide with ftone hatchets;

thefe were generally two feet wide and twenty feet long: but the other

fort were made of the bark or rind of the birch-tree, with knees or ribs;

and though eafily broken upon the rocks or thore, yet were tight and fe-
cure againft the waves: fome of thefe were very neat, and the maft inge--
nious of any part of their manufactures. .

Thofe who fpeak moft favourably, give an indifferent idea of the qua--
lity of their minds; but perhaps the Indians about the Maflachufets Bay
were fome of the meaneft among the American nations. They fhewed
courtefy to the Englifh at their firft arrival, were hofpitable, and made
fuch as would eat their food welcome to it : they readily inftruted the new
colonifts in the method of planting and cultivating Indian corn, which
when boiled ferved for bread. Their manner was to come into the Eng-.
lith houfes, without knocking, and to fit down without ceremony: but:
there was no trading with them upon credit; for thofe who trufted them‘r
loft both debt and cuftomer. ‘

We hear nothing of that formality and order in their councils, nor of"
thofe allegories and figures in their fpeeches and harangues V.Vi'lich th“
French obferved among the Iroquois and other nations at th,e beginnine
of their acquaintance with them. In their public difcourfes, howeverg
upon any general matter of importance, they feldom ufed any fhort col-’
loquiums, but each fpoke his mind at large without intérruption whil
great attention was given, and when he had finifhed, another anf\:vered )

.The principle or perfuafion that all things ought to be in com
might occafion hofpitality, where the like was expected in return W.drlnon
any re,:;;trd of virtue or beneficence. Some appearances were ’fhel ou;‘
compaion, gratitude, and friendihip; as alfo of grief at the death or

diftrefs
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diftrefs of their children or near relations; for fome degree of thefe focial
- affeCtions is infeparable from human nature: however, they had many
~ices; were falfe, malicious and revengeful. The leaft injury excited in
them a deadly hatred, which never could be allayed. They were infinitely
cruel to their enemies, cutting and mangling their bodics, broiling them
alive upon hot embers, and infli¢ting the moft exquifite torments they
could invent; but they were not known to feed upon the fleth of their
enemies after the Englifh came among them.

~The men were fo flothful as never to employ themfelves about any
other bufinefs than what was abfolutely neceflary for their fupport, and
fuch as the women were not able to execute. Their hunting and fithing
being all they did for their maintenance, ferved alfo as diverfions. Deer,
moofe, and bears were their principal obje&s; but wolves, wild cats,
racoons, otters, mufquafthes, and even beavers, were not much regarded,
until the Englifh encouraged the purfuit of them from the value they fet
upon their fkins or furs. Befide their bows, they had other devices to
take their game; fometimes by double hedges a mile or two in length,
and a mile wide at one end, made gradually narrow until they came to a
gap of fix feet, againft which they lay concealed to thoot the deer as they
came through in the day-time; and at night they fet deer-traps, being
{prings made of young: trees. They had their traps alfo for beavers
‘and otters. Their ordinary fithing was with hooks and lines; the former
were made of bones, the latter of wild hemp. Douglas, indeed, fays,
.they had no threads of flax, hemp, or any other herbs; but the earlielt
accounts of the Maffachufet Indians affert the contrary; and Champlain
fays, it was. part of the employment of the Indian women of Canada to
twift the wild hemp and make it into nets for fithing. In the {pring, they
catched lobfters, clams, bafs, cod, rock, blue-fith, and falmon. They
‘took lobfters in large bags at low water, with a ftaff about feven feet in
length, made {mall and ftharpened at one end, with notches to take hold.
-Bafs, blue-fifh,tand fturgeon, they ftruck.with a wooden dart, tharpened
with a fith-bone, tied at the end with a firing, by which they dragged
the fith to fhore.

They had alfo'a way of taking fturgeon, by lighting'a torch made of '

birch-bark, which, waving to and fro by the fide of their canoe, would.
delight the fturgeon, and caufe them to come tumbling and playing,
throwing up their white bellies, into which the Indians ftruck their fpears‘
or darts, becaufe the ﬁurgeons backs were impenetrable.

The1r grand fithings were at the feveral falls of the llVCIS, at moft of
which a company of Indians had their chief refidence ; and at fixed fea~-

< ‘ fons:
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fons the feveral adjacent cantons affembled by turns, both for recreation
and to make provifion for the year. During thefe meetings all things
were in common ; and thofe who had entertained their neighbours ex=~
pected the like kindnefs in return.

As to religion, they had fome notions of a future ftate; a kind of Ma~
hometan paradife, where they were to folace themfelves in fruitful corn~
ficlds and fine flowery meads, with pleafant rivers to l?athe in; curious
wigwams provided for them without any labour of their own ; hunting,
fowling, and fithing, without any wearinefs or pains to moleft them : but
at the door was a fnarling animal, or kind of Cerberus, who denied a
peaceful entrance to all unworthy of it. This caufed them to bury the
bows and arrows of the deceafed with their bodies, to affright or repel
Cerberus, and a good ftore of wompumpeag to purchafe fome peculiar fa~
vours or privileges. Their enemies, and others unworthy the joys of
Elyfium, they configned to an eternal habitation and place of torment.

When fome of the Englith have talked with them of the refurreGion
of the body, all the anfwer they could get from them was, that it was
impoffible, and they never fhould believe it. In fhort, the genius of the

people led them to worfhip any thing that was above them in power, and
able to do them any injury.

The moft zealous of all the Indians in their religious fuperftitions were
the Narraganfets, who had large houfes in the nature of temples, which
were frequented only by their powaws or priefts, except at their public
folemnities, when multitudes of people reforted there, and offered the
beft of their treafures in facrifice ; as fkins, hatchets, kettles, and the like;
which were all thrown by the powaws or priefts into the midft of a great
fire, and burnt to athes. Thofe who offered moft liberally toward thefe
facrifices, were efteemed the wifeft and moft devout perfons; and it was fo
reputable to be bountiful on {uch occafions, that the Indians about Ply-

mouth town told the Englifh, they wifhed their governors would appoint
the like facrifices among them.

Thefe powaws had a great afcendancy over the people, and many idle
ftories have been related of the intercourfe they had with the devil. Their-
craft was in danger from the preachers of the gofpel, who condemned
their cheats and juggles as diabolical : thus the powaws were great oppo-
fers of the golpel, and threatened the new converts with death and de-
firuction. Some of them were jugglers, who might eafily raife the ad-

miration of their ignorant countrymen, without arriving to any great
degree of perfetion.

7 | There .
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- There was one perquifite of the clergy which the powaws: of New
England had no concern in, and that was their marriages. The Indians
kept feveral concubines, whom they chofe according to fancy, and turned
away at pleafure; but they had one wife who governed the family.
When a woman left her fingle life, fhe cut off her hair, and wore a kind
of veil upon her head, until her hair was grown again. The time of
war was a {eafon of general releafe to all women that were uncomfortably
mharried ; for if the wife difliked her hufband, fhe took that opportunity
to run away to the enemy, where fhe was fure to be made welcome; be-
caufe the Indians never thought they had women enough, and fought to
gain fuch prizes oftener than for territorial acquifitions.

It is not different climates that gives the various complexions to the
‘natives: America lies from 65 of north latitude to 55° of fouth; which
comprehends all the climates of Europe, Afia, and Africa; but the com-
plexion of the Americans is permanently every where the {fame, only
with the metalline luftre more or lefs. The complexion of the Indians
adjacent to New England, and in all North America, is of a {plendid
reddifh brown, or a pale copper colour; not of an olive or tawney, as
are the Aborigines of Barbary, and fome of their progeny in the fouth
parts of France, Spain, and Portugal: but, as moft infeéts avoid oils, the
Indians greafe themfelves as a defence againft mufketoes and other trouble-
fome flies. They have thin lips, flattith faces, languid countenances,
fmall black eyes, and their ftature differing as in Europe: in the higheft
north and fouth latitudes, they are taller and more robuft than between
the tropics ; their hair is black, in fome places lank, and in others ftiff.

Their pofture in fitting was not crofs-legged, as among the Afiatics;
accumbent, as formerly with the Greeks and Romans, lying upon their
left fide, and leaning upon their elbow; nor cowring, as the African
Negroes; nor fitting, as in Europe; but with their thighs and legs ex~
tended horizontally in a ftrait line.

The higher the latitudes, the Indians were fewer in number and more
firaggling, nature not affording neceflary fubfiftence for many, and only
in {mall bodies or herds. Their trade or commerce was trifling, as they
had little produce and no manufaGture. The difficulty of fubfifting re~
quired almoft their whole time to provide for themfelves: their hunting
was their neceffary fubfiftence, not their diverfion; but when they had
good luck-in hunting, they eat and flept until all was confumed, and then
renewed their game. Generally they were very fimple and ignorant;
though fome of their old men, by expericnce in affairs, obtained a confi~
derable degree of fagacity..

They
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They did not cultivate the earth by planting .;o'r grazing, except an in.'l
«confiderable quantity of Indian corn and beans, which were planted by
their women, whom they called Squaas, who alfo reaped, houfed, and

threfhed all their corn.

t

The Indians had their hunting, fowling, and fithing-grounds, of which-
they were very jealous, as their properties. 'They had' no honefty or
faith ; but generally had fuch great fortitude of mind, that they fuffered-
any torture, and even the moft painful death, without the leaft appear--
ance of fear or concern. In revenge they were fo barbarous and impla-
cable, that, as has been already hinted, they never forgave or forgot
injuries. 1f one man killed another, the neareft in kindred to the mur-
dered watched an opportunity to kill the murderer, and the death of one
man fometimes occalioned the deftru@tion of many; therefore when  a-
man was guilty of murder, he generally left the tribe, and went into a,
voluntary kind of banifhment. ‘They were a fullen, clofe people, whofe:
wars ought to be called maffacres, or barbarous inhuman outrages, rather-
than neceflary aéts of hoftility. - ’ ¥

The northern tribes were {fmall and diftin& ; becaufe a large parcel of:
land lying wafte in winter countrles many months in the year, not fertile-
or cleared of woods, could not fubfift a numerous body of people: but’
thefe {fmall tribes, though much difperfed, were allied by contiguity, lan= -
guage, and intermarriages. Thus it was with  the Abnaquies,” who bor-; .
dered upon New England; the Iroquois, or Mohawks, who bordered-
upon New Ycrk, Pennfylvania, and Virginia; and the Cherokees, who;
bordered upon Carolina. Thefe may be called three diftin& great nations;
and notwithftanding the rudenefs of their manners, the Europeans could
not have effeted their fettlements, if {fome difaffeted Indians had not-
joined the Europeans, to be revenged of fome neighbouring tribes. Thus: -
when the fettlers of New Plymouth firft landed, Maffafoit was glad of the
countenance of their {mall-arms againft the Narraganfets. ’

In other parts of the earth, all focieties or cohabitants have fome kind
of government, with an abfolute compelling power invefted fomewhere ;
but thefe American Indians had no fettled government, -eftablithed laws,-
or compulfive power over each other. They were only cemented by
friendfhip and intercourfe, which was a kind of tacit federate uniohybe-:
tween the {everal tribes who compofed the general body of a nation ; for
that every individual man feemed to be independent as to government, -
and was only in friendfhip and neighbourly relation with others of the-
fame tribe. Notwithftanding this, we fometimes find heads of tribes men~'
tioned as if in fucceflion, nay, even female {ucceffions: thus, in the New

" England
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'England Pocanoket, or King Philip’s war, in 1675, thereis mentioned the
fquaa-fachem of Pocaflet, and a fquaa-fachem among the Narraganfets.

What fome writers have told us of the monarchical government of thele

Indians, their minifters of ftate, nobility, and others, is not to be re-
garded, any more than what has been faid of their adminiftration of juftice.
It 1s however {urprizing, that in fo many ages that muft have run out
fince their firlt inhabiting the country, no a&ive fpirit fhould rife up
among them to encourage arts and induftry. They lived in a country
full of iron and copper mines, yet were never owners of fo much as a
knife until the Englith came there, and their name for an Englithman
was a Knife-man; nor were they acquainted with the ufe of falt until the
¥Englith brought it among them. Their country was ftocked with the
beft timber for thipping in the world, yet they never made any improve-
ment of it beyond their canoes, wrought out of the trunks of trees made
hollow by fire, or formed of the bark of the birch-tree, ftrengthened with
little ribs of wood- fomewhat like hoops, and pitched with a mixture of
turpentine and rofin. They were capable of carrying a man, his wife,
children, and baggage; but inftead of fails and oars, they ufed only
paddles and fetting-poles; for they never faw a fhip or fail before the
Furopeans arrived there. Even fuch was the fupinity of thefe unculti-
vated favages, that when they had burned up all the wood adjacent to
the place which they inhabited, rather than be at the pains to fetch it in
from a little farther diftance, they plucked up their wigwams and followed
the wood.

Their houfes, or wigwams, were mean and little buildings, made of
young and tender trees bent down like an arbour, covered on the top
with the bark of trees, and on the fides with thick mats made of rufhes.
The doors were low; their chimnies wide ; and their beds fo many mats
{pread about the fire-place. Their ordinary food was plain and fimple ; but
they delighted in the fleth of the moofe, deer, bears, and racoons, which
they either boiled or roafted, and eat it little more than half drefled.
Their fith was always over~boiled ; and they devoured great quantities of
the broth of fith as well as of fleth. They valued themfelves that they
left nothing at their feafts, though otherwife they could be contented with
an abﬁemnous diet ; for when fithing and hunting failed, they could live
eentirely upon nokohxc, that is a fpoonful of parched meal with as much
water, on the ftrength of which they would travel all the day.

Their health was firm, notwithftanding they ufed no caution to preferve
it; -but, on the contrary, took too violent exercife in their hunting and
-svarlike expeditions. - They were unacquainted with many difeafes that

VoL. L K affli
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affli@ the Europeans ; fuch as the palfy, dropfy, gout, phthific, afthma,
gravel, and ftone; but the pleurify often proved fatal to them.

Their fkill in phyfic, indeed, was very indifferent; and their medical
pralice refembled that of officious old women in fome remote country
villages of Europe, being mere empiricifm, or rather a traditionary bl.md
pradtice. They regarded only the fymptoms that firike the fenfes, with-
out refpe to any lefs obvious principal {ymptom, which might be callqd
the difeafe; or to conftitution, fex, and age. The powowers were their
principal phyficians, who practifed cupping, but never uf.ed the European
way of venefection; and inftead of veficatories and cauftics, they burned
with touchwood. Their chief remedy was {weating in huts warmed by
heated ftones, and thereupon immediate immerfion in cold water; which
feems to be a rational pra&ice, firft by relaxing, to give a free paffage to
the obftru&ted circulatory juices, and after a free paflage was fuppofed to be
obtained, by cold immerf{ion to brace up again : but in eruptive and inflam-
matory epidemical fevers, particularly the {mall-pox, which was intro-
duced there by the Europeans, this practice depopulated them. Their
medicines were only fimple herbs, whofe virtues were accidentally difco-
vered ; and their {imples were traditionally tranfmitted from one genera-
tion to another; for they ufed no exotic plants or minerals, medicinal
compofitions, or chemical preparations.

As to their language, their manner of expreflion was vehement and
emphatic; but as their ideas were not great, their language was not
copious, confifting of a few words, and many of them ill contrived. By
a rumbling noife or found of many fyllables, they exprefled an idea or
thing, which, in the European languages, is done by a fyllable or two;
fo that as their ideas were enlarged, they were obliged to adopt the Euro-
pean words of adjoining colonies. In numbering, they ufed the fame
natural way of reckoning by tens as in Europe; but fcarce any Indians
could tell their own age; nor had they any chronicles or traditional ac-
counts of things extending back farther than two or three generations,
Their dealings and mutual correfpondence were much confined, which
made their feveral languages of fmall extent; but a man who is malfter
of any one Indian language may foon be able to converfe with them all,
becaufe there is a great affinity between many of their words ; as for
example, nuppaw, duppaw, ruppaw, fignifies the fun attick, ahtooque,
a.deer ; wennit, werrit, good; pum, pumme, pim, oil or fat, in feveral
dialets. Mr. Neale alfo thinks it impoffible to commit many of the
Indian words to memory ; for inftance, he fays, ** nummatchekodtanta—
moon-ganunnonath” fignifies in Englith ¢ our lufts;” thus noowoman—
tammoon-kagunonafh” is ¢ our loves;” and ¢ kummogkodonattoottum-

moo&titeaon
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mooctiteaon-ganunnonath” implies  our queftion.” From hence the
barbarity of this language is very evident. '

The Indians had no chara&ers to ferve as hierogliphics or letters ; but
- they had a few fymbols or fignatures, {uch as the bear, wolf, and tortoife,
to diftinguith their tribes in'a heraldry way. They had alfo a figurative
or {fymbolical manner of exprefling themfelves; thus, the renewing of
alhances they called brightening of the chain; but as they had no letters,
there was no fixed method of writing their words. Mr. Elliot, indeed,
who was the firft Englith minifter that attempted the converfion of the
favages to the Chriftian religion, made himfelf acquamted with the lan-
guage of the Indians bordering on New England in 1646, and reduced it
to a method, which he publifhed under the title of * The Indian Gram-
mar.” No particular orthography, however, could be acquired ; all the
Englifth could do with the Indian founds, was to exprefs them as near as
might be in their own letters ; and Father Rallé of Noridgewog, with fome
other {cholaftic French mxﬁionarxes, imagined that the Greek alphabet
{uited their pronunciation beft.

There was not the fame reafon for preferving the Indian names of their
‘countries, nations, tribes, mountains, and rivers, as there was for ob-
ferving the Greek, Roman, and other more modern names of fuch things
in Kurope; becaufe the Indians had no civil or claffical hiftory to require
‘it, and they changed their own perfonal names, as well as the names of
cother things, upon trivial occafions.

‘The aboriginal nations, or general divifions, which at prefent lie upon
©or ncar the eaftern thore of North America, are the Indians of Weft
‘Greenland, commonly called Davis’s Streight, Efkimaux, Algonquins,
Tahfagrondle, Owtawaes, Miamis, and Chikefaws: the Mikamakis, Ab-
naquies, Iroquois, Chawans, Old Tufcararoes, Cuttumbaes, Cherokees,
and Creeks. The Abnaquies are properly the New England Indian na-
tion, and reached eaft and weft from the Bay of Fundi to Hudfon’s or
New York River and Lake Champlain or Gorlaer; north and fouth from
the River St. Lawrence to the Atlantic Ocean. They are in many tribes,
but have diminifhed much and become lefs formidable fince their inter-
courfe with the Englifh and French, which has introduced fuch additional
diftempers among them, that fome of the tribes are extin& or extinguifh-
ing, and others much reduced.

Upon the lower parts of ‘the feveral rivers, Wthh run into the At-
lantic ocean in the Britifh fettlements, are feveral finall diftinét tribes or
K 2 related
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related families, which are not reckoned as belonging to the interior prin-
cipal nations ; but they have fuffered a great diminution from the infee~
tion of European diftempers and vices pernicious to health. It can be of
no ufe to follow a detail of thefe perithing fmall families, or tranfitery
tribes ; but here it may be obferved, that there is in the fouth-weft cor-
ner of the province of Maflachufetts Bay, about twenty-five miles eaft
from Hudfon’s or York River, a fmall tribe of Indians, named Houfa-
tonics, upon a river of that name, called Weftanhoek by the Dutch : they
are lately intermixed with the Englifh in the townfhips of Sheffield and:
Stockbridge, from whence they are now called the Stockbridge Indians;
and three of their chiefs called captain Daniel, captain John, and captain
Solomon, with two of their {quaas, came to England-in 1766. Such was
the difference between them, that captain Solomon appeared like an ab-
folute favage, captain John looked like a plain Englifh farmer, and cape
tain Daniel like a real man of fathion.

In the northern parts, the Indians generally appear in fmall fkulk-
ing parties, with yelling, fhoutings, and antic poftures, inftead of trum=
pets and drums. Their Indian wood-cry is jo-hau; and their war-cr
may be exprefled ¢ Woach, woach, ha, ha, hach, woach.” The Indians
are not wanderers like the Tartars, but are ramblers ; and in time of war,
according to the feafons, they may be annoyed at their head-quarters,
and ambufcaded or way-laid at their carrying or land travelling places.
Their retreats, or ftrong places, are the fwamps, or copfes in a morafs,
from which, without regard to the faith of treaties, they fuddenly break
out into furious outrages and rapid devaftations; but foon make a preci-

pitate retreat, becaufe the country is not cleared or cultivated, and they
have no ftores for fubfiftance.

Their head warriors have always been men remarkable for ftrength
andbravery ; and fometimes they chofe a temporary chief of all the tribes
The fcouts or Indian hunters, in time of war, ufed to carry packs, whic};
at firft fetting out might be about feventy pounds weight, containing thirty
days provifion of bifcuit, or parched Indian corn, and falt-pork, with
fugar and ginger to qualify and animate their drink, which was water
T.?elr m;thod of lodlging, pitching, or encamping at night, was in di-
vilions of ten or twelve men to a fire; and they la -
ped up in a blanket, with their feet to the fire. Y ey upon brufh, wrap

Upon good enquiry it wll be found that the wars of th i i

8 e India
the Englith were not fo frequent, tedious, or defolating, as is lcgiingli;
reprefented ; except the incurfions of the Delawares, Shawanefe, and

Cherokees,
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€lierokees, during the war which commenced in 1756. In New Eng-

land the only Indian wars, properly {o called, were the Pequod war in
1637, which continued three months; and King Philip’s war in 1675
and 1676, of about fourteen months continuance; and the war of 1722
to 1725, when the Indians begged and obtained a peace at Cafco, where
it was granted by Lieutenant-governor Dummer, and figned by the Nor=-
ridgewog, Penobicot, St: John’s, and Cape Sable Indians, who thereby

had referved to them all their lands not then conveyed, with the privilege -

of hunting, fowling, and fithing, as formerly.

Upon the whole, thefe barbarous Indians were a lively image of hu--

man nature, without the improvements of art and induftry; for though
they had inhabited .the country many ages, they were ftill uncultivated
when the Europeans arrived there. Nature had given them a tolerable
complexion, but they fpoiled it by daubing themfelves with oils and
juices, which made them tawny. A 'bow and an arrow headed with the

- bone of fith, were all their weapons; the {kin of a beaft was their
clothing, and the flefh of it their food. Their principal diverfion con-
fifted in extravagant dancings,. hoopings, and -howlings. Their women

were ftrong and mafculine, and fupported the pains of child-bearing with
wonderful patience. They were {wift of foot, and capable of enduring

- great hardfhip and fatigue. All their ambition was to be valiant, which

chiefly gave a man reputation among them, and this is flill their cha-
radter...

The firft fettlers of the Britith Colonies were formed from various forts -
of people; as the laudably ambitious adventurers; the malcontents, .

and the unfortunate, or the neceflitous from home : but the prefent pro-

portion of thefe ingredients in the {feveral plantations is very different, .
and greatly depends upon ‘the condition of the.original colonifts, fome

of which were Whigs, others were Tories ; here they were Church of
England. men, there Congregationalifts or Independents ; many were
Quakers, and fome were Papifts, the moft unfit people to incorporate
with the Britith conftitution. .

In all the royal patents and charters of thefe Colonies, one principat
condition required of the patentees, feems. to be the converfion of the
Indians ; and the crown, on the other part, conditioned for the encou-
ragement of fettlers, a free profeffion, or liberty of confcience ; whereby
an univerfal toleration was allowed in all the Colonies,  where Aliens

may.
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. may be made Denizens : but the eftablifhed religion is that of the Church
. of England, and the Bifhop of London 1s always Diocefan. 5""‘-)1 ]
Colonies have an incidental good effe&t; they drain fromr the -mother-
_country the difaffe@ted and the turbulent; and in the fame. manner old
colonies are purged by new colonies ; thus Rhode Ifland and  Providence
Plantations drained the Antinomians, Quakers, and other feCaries from
. Maffachufets Bay. e -

et
There are now four particular forts of people in the Brit_i{h Colonies.
1. The mafters; that is, planters and merchants. 2. Wh_ltfe fe}'vants‘
3. Indian fervants. 4. Slaves for life, moftly negroes. The white fer-
vanrs are of two forts: the one, poor people from Great Britain and
Ireland, who are bound, or fold as fome exprefs it, for a certain number
of years, to reimburfe the tranfportation charges, with fome .adc}itional
profit : the others are criminals judicially tranfported, and their time of
exile and fervitude fold by certain undertakers and their agents. Thele
_are however but few in number, the gaol diftemper deftroying many of
them on fhipboard, and of thofe who arrive, the worft foon retirn-
ing to their old pratice, fall into the hands of juftice, and are executed
with little ceremony. . '
Great Britain does not fwarm with a numerous people, like France;
therefore cannot fettle colonies fo faft, without allowing of a general na-
turalization. 'The Britith Colonies have received many emigrant Pala-
tines and Saltzburghers from Germany : but foreigners imported, thould
not be allowed to {ettle in large feparate diftrits ; becaufe they may con-
tinue for fome generations a kind of different people in language, modes
of religion, national cuftoms, and’ particular manners.

The Britith Colonies have many valuable privileges: 1. Ena&ing
their own laws, with condition of their not being repugnant to the laws
of Great Britain, yet may vary from them. 2. Raifing their own taxes.
3. No a& of the Britith parliament made fince the firft fettling of the
Colonies can extend to them, unlefs exprefsly intended in the Britith a&
of parliament, and even that is difputed, fome contending that no Bri-
tifh a¢t is in force there, unlefs exprefsly adopted by fome a& of their
own. 4. No private purchafe from the Indians is efteemed of any vali-
dity, without the confirmation of the Governor and Council in fome
ccolonies, and without the approbation of the legiflature in others.
There are lands in fome of the Plantations, where it is not peffible to
dhew any Indian conveyance, becaufe they were derelits. The poffef-

fors
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fors who were prior to patents, have no other title to their lands but
long pofleflion, which is a kind of  prefcription : thus the old fettlers of
New Hampthire hold their lands, it being fuppofed that Mr. Mafon had
negle@ed or relinquifhed his grants. Formerly, if governors were court
favourites, they had plurality of governments : thus Sir Edmund Andros,
in the reign of James Il. was governor of all New England, New York,
and the Jerfeys; Lord Bellamont was governor of New York, Maffa-
chufetts Bay, and New Hampfhire: but it is not {o at prefent, except in
the two diftin@ governments of Pennfylvania, which are therefore under
one governor. And in the feveral Colonies their general revenue is by a

tax of fome pence in the pound, upon the prineipal of real eftate, per-

fonal eftate, or faculty; with a poll-tax, imports, and excife.

With regard to the natural hiftory of New England, it has been ob-
ferved by mariners, that in their paflages between Europe and America,
winds are almoft three quarters of the year wefterly ; which is the rea-
fon that the paflages from North America to Europe are much fhorter
than from Europe to North America, efpecially as there is an attending
wefterly {well or heaving of the {ea.

The fituation of lands occafions confiderable differences in the temper
of the air: thus, in North America, the dry freezing winds are from
north to weft; in Europe, they are from north to eaft; proceeding
from tHat great continent which receives and retains the northern effects
of cold, that is the fnow andice, lying to the weftward of America,
and to the eaftward of Europe; for the current of air, gliding along,
becomes more impregnated with the cold. . The weather in Canada is
generally colder in winter, proportionate to its latitude, than in New
England, and more fettled ; becaufe it is furrounded with land of fome
extent ; therefore has the land influence from all corners of the winds
of the fame nature : whereas; in New England, to the eaftward is wa-
ter or fea, of a very different influence from the {pecific gravity of the
earth in receiving or retaining cold or heat. By the foftnefs of the va-
pour from the water, the fea-fhore is warmer than the inland, the fea
warmer than the fhore, and the ocean or deeper water warmer than the
fea. ‘

Of timber-trees, elpecially white-oaks for fhip-building, the beft grow
in New Fngland, and the neighbouring more fouthern Colonies : further
north, they are dwarfifh, and of a rough grain. The quality of lands
in New England is known by the natural produce.

Hunting, -
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‘Hunting, and other fports of the field, are little ufed in America, where
tthe clearing and cultivating of wildernefs lands 1s a very laborious and
.tedious affair : but goofeberries, rafpberries, and ftrawberries are fppn-
‘taneous in all the Britifth fettlements.

The feafons in New England, as to temperature of weather, may be
reckoned winter from the winter folftice to the vernal equinox, {pring
from that equinox to the fummer folftice, fummer from that folftice to
the autumnal equinox, and autumn from thence to the winter {olftice:
but the fealons from year to year are better determined by fome birds
and fith of pdffage, than by the bloffloming of trees, and flowering of
-fome inferior vegetables. Thus {wallows arrive from the fouthward in
the fecond week of April: mackarel and herrings fet in the middle of
May : wild geefe fly to the fouthward in the middle of September, and
return the beginning of March. The New England winters generally -
fet in about the end of O&ober or beginning of November, and are
over about the middle of March. The extreme frofts are from Chriftmas
to the middle of February ; and the very hot weather is in the firft weeks
of July. The great rains are in Auguft, about two months after the
fummer folftice ; and the great fnows in February, two months after the
winter {olftice. Early winters are generally fevere and long ; and early
{prings accelerate the buds and blofloms of trees, which lofe their leaves
about the middle of O&ober. :

A mild winter produces a wet fummer; and a frofty winter ‘occa-
fions a dry fummer. Frofts cover and retain the {fnow along time in the
{pring, which is therefore late. Rains and fogs are more common on
the thore, and in foundings, than in deep water at fea. The north-eaft
ftorms are of the greateft continuance; and the fouth-eaft are the moft
violent. It is reckoned-a good paflage from New England to London in
four weceks, and from London to New England in fix weeks.

The difcovery and fubfequent poffeflion of American lands, gave the
Englith an exclufive right againft all other people, except the native
Indians, whe feem in the north-eaft parts of America to be the leaft
improved of human kind : but grants of lands from the crown to par-
ticular perfons, or to companies and corporations, notwithf’canding other
purchafer-s from the Indians, fixed the tenures of the lands, by fome
fmall quit-rent, 'in the crown ; though it does not appear how the

crown could give a right which it had not firft obtained by fair purchafe
from the native owners. '

Lord
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Lord Chancellor Bacon, in 1606, prefented to King James L. ¢ cer-
tain confiderations touching the plantation in Ireland ;” wherein his lord-
fhip ebferved, that ¢ although it be a great fortune for a king to deli-
ver or recover his kingdom from long continued calamities; yet, in the
Judgment of thofe that have diftinguifhed the degrees of fovereign ho~
nour, to be a founder of ftates excelled all the reft.”” This illuftrious
writer, in his ¢ Effays or Counfels civil and moral,” which he dedicated
to the Duke of Buckingham, has gne particulary intitled, ¢ Of Planta-
tions,”” wherein he fays, ¢ They are among ancient, primitive, and heroical
- works.” When the world was young, his lordthip obferved, 1t begat
more children ; but now it is old, it begets fewer : for we may juftly ac-
count new plantations to be the children of former kingdoms. ¢ He
liked a plantation in a pure foil ; that is, where people are not difplanted,
to plant in others ; for elfe it is rather an extirpation than a plantation.
Planting of countries, is like planting of woods; you muft make ac-
count to lofe almoft twenty years profit, and expe&t the recompence at
laft : for the principal thing that occafioned the deftruction of moft plan-
tations had been the bafe and hafty drawing of profit in the firft years.
It is true, {peedy profit is not to be neglected, as far as may ftand with
the good of the plantation, butno farther. It is a thameful and unbleffed
thing, to take the fcum of people, and wicked condemned men, to be
the people with whom you plant: and not only fo, but it fpoils the
plantation ; for. they will ever live like rogues, and not fall to work,
but be lazy, do milchief, fpend vi€tuals, be quickly weary, and then cer-
tify over to their country to the difcredit of the plantation, &ec.”

Lord Bacon’s rules in general were the moft rational, upon which the
Britith Colonies ought to have been formed and eftablifhed : but many devi-
ations were made, occafioned. by the variety of adventurers and their dif-
ferent views, the particular interefts of fome proprietaries, and the procrafti-
nated inattention of the crown. If any particular man was capable of
being the legiflator of fuch a country, it was certainly Lord Verulam,
who, notwithftanding fome imbecillities of human nature, is univerfally
allowed to have been the greateft lawyer, as well as the greateft philo-
fopher, of his age, if not of the world.

Another eminent man alfo exerted his great abilities in conftru&ting
fome parts of the American legiflature ; but his attempts were unfuccefs-
ful. It was Mr. Locke, who fays, that ‘“ When God gave the world in
common, when he gave the earth to the ufe of the induftrious and ra-
tional, 1t cannot be fuppofed it fhould remain common and unculti-
vated.” Upon which Mr. Wood farther obferves,  So neither can it be

Vor. L, : L fuppofed
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fuppofed, that the crown, when it gave leave for grants of land to be-
made to any of its fubjeds, in any of its Colonies or Plantations,
either expected or intended that fuch grants, in whole or in part,. fhould
remain uncultivated.”

It has been farther remarked, That ¢ as it is the bufinefs of the
planters and inhabitants. of our Colonies and Plantations, to provide
againft invafions and infurre&tions, and to regard the fecurity and prefer-
vation of their fortunes in them ; it muft likewife be the concern and
care of all entrufted with the adminiftration of affairs of Great Britain,.
that the perfons fent to reprefent the crown, be men of abilities, experi-
ence, courage, temper, and virtue: they ought to be endowed with
fuch a general knowledge, as may comprehend the nature of the foil
where they are; what improvements it 1s capable of, and what trades
will be moft advantageous to it: they fhould be able to look into the
genius of the people they are to govern: they fhould be men of difci-
pline, fobriety, and juftice; for they who are not fo in their own per+
fons, can expec no order, nor compel others to obey the laws: a peo-
ple to whom riches and plenty furnith matter for vice and luxury, fhould
be governed by a ftri& and fkilful hand ; which may reform their man-
ners, and at the fame time both promote and dire& their induftry*.””

Mr. Otis Little; a gentleman well acquainted with the Northern Co-
lonies, fays, that ¢ their trade and produce have not hitherto' been pro-
perly encouraged, althongh their utility may be eafily comprehended.”
Great Britain, indeed, has enjoyed the benefit of a moft extenfive com-
merce {ince the difcovery of America, which, if properly attended to,
will contribute more to its future intereft than any other branches of
trade, by enlarging a demand for all its manufactures, and increafing
the means of its naval force: and notwithftanding a jealoufy has been

- frequently excited againft the Colonies on account of their growth, it will

appear that the commerce and naval power of Great Britain muft greatly
depend on their future prote&ion and encouragement.

'r

* ¢« The State of Trade in the Northern Colonies confidered, with an account of the
produce, and a particular defcription of Nova Scotia.”
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CHAP IL

The Province, or Colony, of Maflachufets Bay.

SECTION L

The Englifb Brownifts from Holland form the firft colony in New England,
and fettle at New Plymouth in 1620. Their firft grant in 1624 ; and
thewr patent 1n 1630 : with other grants from the company to feveral
perfons ; and fome unfuccefsful attempts from New Plymouth to fettle in
the Maflachufets Bay. The rife of the Maflachufets Bay colony : the old
«<charter in 1627 ; and royal patent in 1628 ; with the powers and pri-
wileges thereby granted to the governor and company of Maffachufets
Bay: the colony jeal: the firft governor, deputy-governor, and affiffants.
A large embarkation from England to the colony : their firft fettlement at
Salem 11629 ; and the firft efiablifbment of their church government.
The grand embarkation, with the removal of the charter and govern-
ment from Old England to New in 1630. The new magifirates ap-
punted to go over; and thewr charallers : their arrival in New Eng-
land ; and the hardfbips they fuffered. Bofton and other towns built :
the eflablifbment and proceedings of the civil government. The colonifts
alarmed by the Indians, and alfo by the French in 1632. An order of
the privy-council in England to encourage the colonifts. Mr. Cotton or-
dained minifter of Bofton. An alteration wn the civil government in 1634.
Str Henry Vane appointed governor in 1635. The beginning of the fettle-

ments of Cunnecticut, Eaft Hampfpire, and Main; as alfo of Rhode
Iland.

THE Council of Plymouth parcelled out their grant into feveral fettle-

ments, and particularly to the people at firft called Brownifts, from
Robert Brown, a young enthufiaftical clergyman, in 1580, and afterward
Independents. This {e removed from England to Holland, and went
from thence in about ten years to America, that they might worthip God
without moleftation in their own particular way. They obtained an in-
ftrument from King James I. for the free exercife of their religion in any
part of America; after which, they entered into articles of agreement
with the Plymouth company, to fettle on the banks of Hudfon’s River,
now in the government of New York. They failed from Plymouth un
the 6th of September, 1620, in one fhip, on board of which were one

L2 hundred
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hundred and one perfons, who fell in with Cape Cod upon the gth of
November, which was too late in the feafon for proceeding to Hudfon’s
River. Although without the limits of their agreement, they were
obliged to fit down in that barren foil, and formed tl?emfclves into a volun-
tary affociation, or colony ; whereby they entered into a folemn contrad,
to fubmit to fuch laws as fhould be approved of by the majority.

This obligation was figned by forty-one perfons, who, with their fa-
milies, were all that failed from Plymouth, to encounter the hazards of a
new fettlement in fo remote a part of the world, where they had the
winter before them, and no accommodation for their entertainment. From
the length of the voyage, other fatigues, and extreme cold weather,
about fifty of their number died the firft year of putrid fevers and other
fcorbutic diforders ; but the Indians were alfo greatly reduced about that
time by fome epidemic diftempers and inteftine wars.

Thus the firft fettlements in New England were chiefly upon a reli-
gious account, as reclufe familics who were devout Puritans, and not fer-
vants to the adventurers. They called the place of their {ettlement by
the name of New Plymouth, and they chofe Mr. Carver governor for
one year; but he died in April following, and was fucceeded by Mr.
Bradford. All was in common at firft, and they divided themfelves into
nineteen families or meffes. Some recruits arrived yearly from England;

“but they had no grant of their lands from the Council of Plymouth until

the year 1624, when the whole fettlement was compofed of one hundred
and eighty perfons, in thirty-two meflfes. The town confifted of thirty-
two dwelling-houfes, and was paled in about half a mile in compafs: in
the midft of the inclofure, upon a rifing ground, was the fort, upon the
top of which was a watch-tower, from whence the centinel might fee
feveral leagues out at fea. 'They had made a falt-work, and freighted a
thip of one hundred and eighty tons with fith cured of their own falt:
but the adventurers in England, who were about feventy in number, were
fill difpirited, as they had expended about f{even thoufand pounds upon
the fettlement.

The colonifts were generally Brownifts, or of the more rigid feparatifts
of the Church of England, and continued to increafe until the year 1630,
when they obtained a patent, which fettled the boundaries of the colony
in the following words: ¢ The council for New England, in confideration
¢ that William Bradford and his affociates have, for thefe nine years, lived
¢ in New England, and have there planted a town called New Plymouth,
¢ attheir own charges; and now feeing, by the fpecial providence of God

¢ and
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and their extraordinary,ecare and induftry, they have increafed their
plantations to near three hundred people, and ‘are on all occafions able
to relieve any new planters, or others of his Majefty’s fubjects, who
may fall on that coaft; therefore feal a patent to the faid William Brad-
ford, his heirs, aflociates, and affigns, of ¢ all that part of New Eng-
land between Cohaflet Rivulet towards the north, and Narraganfet
River towards the fouth; the Weftern Ocean towards the eaft; and
between a flraight line dire@ly extepding up into the main land towards
the weft, from the mouth of Narraganfet River, to the utmoft bounds
of a country into New England, called Pacanokit, alias Sawamfet,

weftward, and another-like ftraight line extending diretly from the

mouth of Cohaffet River toward the weft, {fo far into the main land
weftward, as the utmoft limits of the faid Pacanokit or Sawamiet ex-
tend ; as allo all that part of New England between the utmoft limits
of Caperfecont, or Comalcecont, which adjoins to the River Kennebec
and the falls of Negumke, with the faid river itfelf, and the fpace of
fifteen miles on each fide between the bounds aforefaid; with all pre-
rogatives, rights, royalties, jurifditions, privileges, franchifes, liber-
ties, and immunities; and alfo marine liberties, with the efcheats and
cafualties thereof, (the Admiralty jurifdiction execepted) with all the
intereft, right, and authority, which the faid council have thereto; with
the liberty to trade with the natives, and fith on the feas adjoining.
And it fhall be lawful for them to incorporate themfelves, or.the people
there inhabiting, by fome fit name or title, with liberty to them and
their fucceflors, to make orders, ordinances, and conftitutions, not
contrary to the laws of England, for their better government, and put
the fame in execution, by {uch officers as he or they fhall authorize
and depute; and for their fafety and defence, to encounter by force
of arms, by all means, by land and fea, feize and make prize of all
who attempt to inhabit or trade with the favages within the limits of
thetr plantations, or attempt invafion, detriment, or annoyance to
them.” '

The Council of Plymouth were empowered to convey property ; but

could not delegate jurifdition ; therefore their grant was to Mr. Brad-
ford, who afterward afligned it to the freemen in general, and that.
aflignment was confirmed by the company.

This was the mother-colony of New England, which, like other

grants, was ingulphed in the province of Maffachufets Bay. It would
be tedious to enumerate them all; but it is neceflary to remark the princi-
pal, which were, 1. Mr. Wefton, one of the Plymouth adventurers; he

: ~ obtained
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obtained a {eparate grant of fome land; and, in 1622, fent over about
fixty men to make a fettlément in the Maflachufets Bay, at a place called
Wefagafqualet, now Weymouth ; but they managed ill, became 1idle and
diffolute, foon broke up, and their money was loft. 2. Captain Gorge, for
to Sir Ferdinando Gorge, brought over {ome fettlers in 1623 ; but he was
foon difcouraged and returned home. 3. Mr. David Thompfon, about

the fame time, attempted a fettlement at Pifcataqua, the memory of which
is loft. :

In 1624, the lands from Pifcataqua River to within three miles of
Merrimac River were granted to Mr. Mafon, whofe heirs afterward fold
it to Mr. Allen of London : it extended fixty miles inland, and was pro-
perly the province of New Hampihire; but the grant and conveyance
feem to be obfolete.

The fame year, fome adventurers began a fmall fettlement at Cape
Anne, the northern promontory-of Maflachufets Bay, and are now be-
come the moft confiderable fettlement in North America.

Captain Woolafton and fome others, in 1626, began a fettlement at
Braintree, which they entirely broke up in lefs than two years, when
fome of the fettlers went to New Plymouth and others to Virginia.

There were feveral other grants and purchafes for fmall confiderations,
which are either become obfolete, or incorporated with the four confti-
tuted colonies of New England; befide, in 16 30, the Earl of Warwick
had a grant of a tra& of land along thore from Narraganfet River, forty
leagues weft foutherly, and back inland to the South Seas. That noble-
man afligned his grant to Lord Vifcount Say and Seale, Lord Brooke, and
nine other aflociates, who found many difficulties in fettling, and afligned
their right to the fettlers of New Haven and Conneéicut, who were emi-
grants from Maflachufets Bay, and had no title originally, but fate down
at pleafure, and at prefent enjoy a royal charter by the name of The colony
of Conne&icut. Part of this grant from Narraganfet Bay to Conne&icut

River, was given by the King in 1636 to the Duke of Hamilton, who
never was in pofleflion, and the claim became obfolete,

In 1621, the pladters of New Plymouth fent Captain Standifh
men in their.boat to the MafTachufets Bay, about twer?ty leagues lnortz;xn?r:)ig
Plymouth. The bay appeared very large, and to have many ilands in it}
as alfo two rivers within the bay, and good harbouring for fhips; bu;

Neale, L 1c3. though moft of the. iflands had been. inhabited, they were then depopu~

lated.
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Tated. In 1622, Mr. Weflon arrived with fixty paflengers at Plymouth,
and removed to the Maflachufets Bay, for which he had proeured a patent ;
but this was a diforderly company of men, and foon obliged to abandon
their fettlement. 'The governor of Plymouth gave them all the affiftance
he could; but they lived too diflfolute for their circumftances; and when
they had bartered away all their goods for Indian corn, they fold their
bedding and clothes. Some of them became fervants to the Indians; the

/9

major part turned robbers ; but all was infufficient to {upply their wants. Neale, L. 107.

Some died with hunger; otherslived i the woods, and were barbaroufly

treated by the Indians, who-added intult to cruelty. This occafioned Cap=
tain Standith to come to their afliftance ; upon which the Indians fled to

their woods, where moft of them were foon after deftroyed by the plague;
and this opened the way for the Maflachufet fettlement in 1629. Captain
Standifh offered to conduct Mr. Wefton’s men to Plymouth; but they
chofe to fail away with their veflel to the eaftward to meet Mr. Wefton,
whofe fettlement was fet up in oppofition to Plymouth, under the pre-
tence of propagating the difcipline of the Church of England in America ;.
but his colony cameto this deplorable fate.

Soon after, another unfuecefsful attempt was made to begin a fettlement
in the Maffachufets Bay by Captain Gorge, and feveral families who came

over with him.  This gentleman had a commiffion from the eouncil of

New England to be General-governor of the country, and a council was
appointed to aflift him; with ¢ full power to himfelf and any three of
them, to execute what fhould feem proper in all capital, criminal, and:
civil caufes :” but this colony was foon difperfed..

A farther attempt was made, in 1626, to begin a fettlement in the Maf-
fachufets, by Captain Woolafton and fome other gentlemen, who brought
over many fervants, provifions, and other neceflaries for a plantation;
but they foon abandoned their fettlement. Some of the people went to
Virginia, and others were left behind under Morton, who taught the
Indians the ufe of fire-arms, in' the exercife of which they became fo-
troublefome to the colonifts, that the Plymouth colony fent Captain Stan-
difh to expoftulate with him about it; putting him in mind of the royal’
proclamation, which prohibited their trading with the Indians in any fort
of warlike ftores; as alfo of the inconveniencies that might attend inftru@--
ing them 1n the European art of war. He was obliged to fubmit, whereby
the remains of Woolafton’s colony fubfided, after they had maintained:
themfelves in the Maflachufets about two years:" -

The Dutch had now eftablifhed a colony on Hudfon’s River, and invited:
the colony of Plymouth to carry on a correfpondence and-trade; but in:

5 ' 16255
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1625, Mr. Roger Conant made a fettlement at Cape Anne, the north-
eafterly promontory of Maffachufets Bay, with fome fettlers from Dor-
chefter and other parts of the weft of England, who foon removed to

Naumkeak, {ince called Salem.

This gave rife to a projec firft concerted in Lincolnfhire, of procuring
from the Council of Plymouth a grant for fettling a colony in Maffachufets
Bay, with a refolution that the principal town fhould be called Bofton.
Thefe adventurers were joined by fomeothers of London and Dorfetthire,
and obtained a grant from the Council of Plymouth, on the Igth of
March, 1627, whereby the company did confirm to Sir Henry Rofwell,
and Sir John Young, Knights; Thomas Southcot, John Humphreys,
John Endicot, and Simon Whetcombe, their heirs and afligns and their
affociates for ever, *all that part of New England which lies and extends
between a great river there, commonly called Monomack or Merrimack,
and a certain other river called Charles River, being in a bottom of a cer-
tain bay there commonly called Maffachufets, Mattachufets, or Maffatu-
fets Bay; and alfo all thofe lands and hereditaments whatfoever lying
within the fpace of three Englifh miles, on the fouth part of the faid
Charles river; and alfo all the lands and hereditaments, being within the
fpace of three Englifh miles to the fouthward of the fouthermoft part of
the faid bay; and alfo all thofe lands and hereditaments which lie within
the fpace of three Englifth miles to the northward of the faid river called
Monomack or Merrimack; and all lands and hereditaments north and
fouth in latitude, in breadth, and in longitude, within all the breadth
aforefaid, throughout the main lands there, from the Atlantic and Weft-
ern Sea on the eaft party to the South Sea on the weft part; and alfo all
mines and minerals whatfoever, which they the faid council at Plymouth, in
the county of Devon, then had or might enjoy, in or within the faid land
and premifes; to be holden of his Majefty King Charles I. his heirs and
fucceflors, as of his manor of Eaft Greenwich, in the county of Kent, in
free and common foccage, and not iz capite, nor by knights fervice:
yielding and paying therefor unto his faid Majefty, his heirs and fuccef-
fors, the fifth part of the ore of gold and filver which fhould, from time
to time, happen to be found in any of the faid limits, for and in fatisfac-
tion of all manner of demands and fervices whatfoever.”

The gentlemen mentioned in this charter were unwilling to embark
alone in {o great an undertaking, and engaged others about the city of
London to join with them. A petition was then prefented to the King,
that their names might be inferted in the patent, as original proprictors ;

which was accordingly done in a new draught of the former patent, the
4th
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4th of March 1628, and confirmed by his Majefty, whereby the faid
parsies, and all fuch others as fhould be admitted and made free of the
company and fociety therein mentioned, were made one body politic and
corporate, by the name of The Governor and Company of Maflachufets

Bay, 1n New England.

This is commonly called the old charter, whercby the company were
impowered yearly to ele&t their own governor, deputy-governor, and
eighteen afiftants, out of the freemen of the company; who werc to be
chofen the laft Wednefday in every Eafter-term, by a general court, to be
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held annually on that day. They were to have four general courts a Neale, 1. 139.

year; the laft Wednefday in Hilary, Eafter, Trinity, and Michaelmas
terms, for ever : they might admit freemen, choofe officers, order lands,
and make fuch laws as they fhould think for the good of the plantation,
not repugnant to the laws of England; and free liberty of confcience
was likewife granted to all that fhould fettle in thofe parts, to worfhip
God in their own way.

The coleny {eal was an Indian ered, naked; an arrow in his right

* hand, and a bow in his left ; with thefe words, in a label from his mouth,

¢ Come over and help us;” and in a round,  Sigillum Gub. et Socie-
¢ tatis de Maflachufets Bay in Nova ANgrrin.”

Matthew Cradock was appointed the firft governor, and Thomas Gofte
deputy-governor : the afliftants were, Sir Richard Saltonftal, lfaac jchn-
fon, Samuel Alderfey, John Venn, John Humphrey, Simon W hetcomb,
Increafe Nowel, Richard Perry, Nathaniel Wright, Sumuel Vaflal, Theo-
philus Eaton, Thomas Adams, Thomas Hutchins, Geprge Foxcroft,
William Vaffal, William Pyncheon, John Pocock, and Chriftopher Coul-
fon; William Burgls was chofen fecretary. At this court it was deter-
mined, that every one of the company, who had fubfcribed fifty pounds,
thould have two hundred acres of land afligned, and in proportion for a
greater or lefler fum, as the firft dividend. The names of all the adven-
turers, and the fums fubfcribed, were fent over to Mr. Endicot, who
was appointed their governor in the plantation; while a fecond embark-

“ation of planters and fervants was ordered to be made, who were to be
accompanied with four reverend divines. Thefe were, Mr. Francis Hig-
infon, a filenced non-conformift minifter of Leicefterfhire; and Mr. Sa-
muel Skelton, who were appointed chaplains to the colony; Mr: Francis
Bright, who is faid to have been a conformift; and Mr. Ralph Smith,
who feems to have been of the {eparation in England, on which account
he was Tequired to givc under his hand, that he would not exercife his

Vou. L M miniftry
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miniftry within the limits of the patent, without exprefs permiffion from

Smith, p. 47. the governor. Six fhips were provided for this embarkation; an(! about
three hundred and fifty paffengers embarked for the plantation, with one .
hundred and fifteen head of neat cattle; fome horfes, ﬂle?p, goats, rab-
bits, and all other neceffaries for a fettlement ; befide {ix pieces (?‘f cannon
for a fort; with a large quantity of military ftores. Mr. Higginfon fays.
in his Journal, that the whole fleet failed from the Ifle of Wight on the
11th of May 1629, arrived at Cape Anne the 27th of June, and at
Naumkecag the 2gth, Moft of their live ftock d}ed 1in t.hG paflage, as alfo-
fome of the paflfengers; and from this {mall beginning is the Maﬁ'ach.ufet-
province grown to that eminent figure it now makes in the American
worid.

The new planters called their firft fettlement Salem, which, in the He~
brew language, fignifies Peace; but fome of them {oon removed to Mifha-
wum, to which they afterward gave the name of Charles Town. As
religion was the principal motive of their coming over into thefe parts,
they refolved to fettle that in the firft place. Mr. Endicot had corre-
fponded with the fettlers at Plymouth, who informed him of the church
order and difcipline fet up by them, which was like that of the reformed.
churches in France and Germany, and was embraced by the new colonits,.
who appointed the fixth of Auguft for ere&ting fuch a church among

Prince’s themfelves. Mr. Higginfon and Mr. Skelton had been previoufly ele&ed
Csh“m- P and ordained, the one teacher, the other paftor; each of them, together
19 with four venerable members, laying their hands on the other with
folemn prayer; but on the day appointed for the choice and ordination of
elders and deacons, thirty perfons, who were defired to be of the com-
munion, publickly profefled their confent unto a confeffion of faith drawn
Mather, up by Mr Higginfon, and afterward {igned a {olemn covenant, whereby
book L. p.18. ¢¢ they bound themfelves, in the prefence of God, to walk together in all
his ways, according as he was pleafed to reveal himfelf in his bleffed word
Neaie, I 142, Of truth: They avouched the Lord to be their God, and themfelves to be
kis people, in the truth and fimplicity of their {pirits : They gave them-
feives to the Lord Jefus Chrift, and the word of his grace, for the teach-
ing, iuiing, and fanQifying of them in matters of worthip and converfa~
tion; refolving to cleave unto him alone for life and glory ; and to reject all
ceatrary ways, canons, and conflitutions of men in worfhip: They pro-
rmited to fludy the advancement of the gofpel in all truth and peace, both
m regard of thofe that were within or without, no way flighting their
{ifter churches, but uling their counfel as need fhould be, not Iaying a
ftumbling-block before any, no not the Indians, whofe good they defired
to promote.” They alfo promifed ¢ to carry themfelves in all lawful

obedience
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obedience to thofe that were over them in church or commonwealth ;
they refolved to approve themfelves to the Lord in their particular call-
ings, thunning idlenefs as the bane of any flate; nor would they deal
hardly or oppreflingly with any, wherein they were the Lord’s ftewards:
promifing alfo to teach their children and fervants the knowledge of God
and of his wiil, that they might likewife ferve him ; and all this not by
any firength of their own, but by the Lord Chrift, whof blood they de-
fired might {prinkle this their covenant made in his name.” This was
the eftablithment of their church, and the minifters were ordained or
inftituted anew ; after which, feveral others were admitted into it; but
none without {ufficient teftimonies of their fober lives and converfation ;
for the only term of their communion was, ¢ giving fatisfaltion to the
church concerning their faith and manners.”

a

The firft winter after the arrival of the colony proved very fatal to
them, and carried off almoft one hundred of their company, among
whom was Mr. Higginfon the teacher, and Mr. Haughton the ruling
elder of the church.

While thefe things were tranfated in the infant colony, the company
in England proje€ted a much larger embarkation, and the transfer of the
company itfelf from old England to New. Several gentlemen of great
property, diffatisfied with the arbitrary proceedings in church and ftate,
pleafed themfelves with the profpe& of liberty in both, to be enjoyed
in America, and propofed to the company at London, to remove with
their families; but upon this exprefs condition, that the patent and
charter thould remove with them; and this propofal was firft commu-
nicated on the 28th of July 1629. A committee was appointed to con-
fider of it; as alfo to advile with counfel learned in the law, and to
make report : but this report is not upon record.  The adventurers had
been at great expence, without any fatisfaCtory returns made to them,
and had no immediate profpet of any profit from the plantation, in the
prefent circumftances of the colonifts. The principal obje&ion arofe
from a doubt, whether fuch a transfer was legal: but it was determined,
“on the 29th of Auguft, ““ by the general confent of the company, that
the government and patent fhould be fettled in New England.”  In con-
fequence of this new refolution, the Members of the corporation, who
remained in England, were to retain a fhare in the trading ftock, and
profits of it, for feven years. The management of it was committed
to five perfons who were to refide in America, and thefe were Sir Richard
Saltonftal, Mr. Winthrop, Mr. Johnfon, Mr. Dudley, and Mr. Revcl ; to-
gether with five who were to remain, being Mr. Cradock, Mr. Wright,

: M 2 Mr.
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Mr. Eaton, Mr. Goffe, and Mr. Young. The ftock and profits were
to be divided, proportional to the adventure, at the e{{piration of the
term : all other powers and privileges were to remain- with the Colonifts
in general : but there is no account of any dividend ever made, or of
any trade ever carried on for the company. There was another article,
that one half the charge of fortifications and f{upport of the minifters
fthould be defrayed out of the common flock; although no notice was.
taken of it in the colony.

At a general court, held on the 20th of O&ober, a new eleCtion- was
made for the government of the colony, confifting of fuch perfonsas had de-
termined to go over with the patent. They did not all go over to America :
but from time to time, until the general embarkation, as any one declined,
fome other perfon was chofen in his room. Nor is it furprizing that they
difcovered a want of refolution : itis rather firange thatfo many perfevered.
It thews fome fortitude in a man of health and vigour, who goes through
the fatigues of a long voyage, and fpends only a few months among
favages, and in a climate more fevere than ever he had experienced.
\hat then muft we think of perfons of rank, and good circumftances
in life, bidding a final adieu to all the delights and conveniencies of their
native country, efpecially fuch a country as England, and expofing
themfelves to inevitable difficulties in a long voyage acrofs the Atlantic;
to land upon an inhofpitable thore, deftitute of building to- fecure them
from the inclemency of the weather, and of moft forts. of food to which
they had been always ufed. \

As to the charafter and circumftances of the principal adventurers,
it may be neceflary to obferve that Mr. Winthrop was of Groton in Suf-
folk, where he was a juftice of peace at the age of eighteen, and very
early in life was exemplary for his polite as well as fedate and pious de-
portment : he had an eftate of about feven hundred pounds -a year,™
which he converted into money, and embarked the whole to pramote-
the new fettlement : he was forty-three years of age when he reiﬁoved,
and was eleven times chofen governor : he ff)ent his whole fortune in
the public {ervice, the falary being fmall, and his hofpitality 'great ; his
fon and grandfon were fuccellively governors of Conne@&icut colony J and
his poiterity have ever fince been refpeted and honoured. Mr. Dl,]dley', )
had a captain’s commiflion under Queen Elizabeth, in 1597, when he
raifed a company of volunteers, with whom he went ovér to France
and was at the ficge of Amiens under Henry the Fourth: he afterwarci

- {ettled in Northamptonthire, and was entrufted by the Earl of North-

ampton with the management of his affairs : he was fifty-four years of’
age
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age when he embarked for Amemca, where he was chofen intothe magr-

firacy every year of his fubfequent days, was four years governor, and

often deputy-governor. Sir Richard Saltonftal was the firft named aflo-

ciate to the orignal patentees; he was fon or grandfon of Sir Richard
Saltonftal, who was Lord Mayor of London in 1597 : he remained but
-z thort time in New England, yet his heart was fet upon promoting the

eolony : by a will, made in 1658, he gave a legacy to the college in

New England; and his great-grandfon, Gurdon Saltonftal, was many

vears governor of Conne&icut. Mr. Humphrey was one of the fix

original patentees from the council of Plymouth, and married the lady

Sufan, a daughter of the Earl of Lincoln. Mr. Johnfon was the fon

of Abraham Johnfon, Efq; of Cliptham in Rutlandthire; he married the

lady Arabella, another daughter of the Earl of Lincoln, and. had the

largeft eftate of all the adventurers. Mr. Endicot was one of the moft

zealous undertakers, and the moft rigid in principles. Mr. Nowel was .
a relation to Alexander Nowel, Dean of St. Paul’s in the reign of Queen
Elizabeth. Mr. William Vaflal, as well as his brother Samuel Vaflal,

were gentlemen of good circumftances in England ; but were nct fully

of the fame fentiment in matters of religion with the planters in genc-

ral : Mr. William Vaflal went over Wlth the firft company, and iettled

at a place called Scituate, in Plymouth colony : when Jamaica was con-

quered, by.Penn and Venables, in 166, he laid the foundation of feveral:

fine eftates in that ifland, which his pofterity now enjoy. Mr. Samuel-

Vaflal was an eminent merchant of London, and was the firft wwho re~-

fufed to pay the fubfidy of tonnage and poundage, which he conceived

to be an impofition againft the law of the land ; whereupon the King’s
attorney-general, in the fourth year of Charles I, exhibited an informa-—

tion in the Exchequer againft him, for refufling to pay an impoft upon

4638 hundred weight of currants which he had imported into the port ppvor?.
of London, and which had been feized by the farmers and officers of letions, vl 1.
the cuftom-heufe. He putin a plea to the info matlon, to which t].v’f’h‘in‘S .y
attorney-general demurred-in law, and Mr. Vallil joined in demur; butt ,?of Fo
the caufe was arbitrarily decided by the barons of the Exchequer, who im- Fn, ol i,
prlfoned Mr. Vaffal for not paying the duty required upon his goods, P 77"

of which hé could not obtain reftitution. But the houfe of commons,

on the 8th of July 1641, refolved, « That Mr. Samuel Vaffal fhould

have the fum of ten thoufand four hundred forty five pounds twelve fhil-

lings and two pence paid him for his loffes and damages, for denying to Rufhworth’s
- pay tonnage and poundage not granted by a& of parliament, in purfu- aﬂ_’e““ LA
ance and obedience to a dcclaratlon and vote of this houfe. 'And the’”

houfe alfo declaned “that thcy would in due time take Mr, Vaflal into
: turther
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further confideration for his imprifonment and perfonal fufferings*.”

Mr. Pyncheon was a gentleman of learning as well as religion ¢ he laid
the foundation of Rockfbury, but foon removed to Connetticut river,
and was the father of the to n of Springficld, where his family have
flourithed ever fince. Mr. Roffiter was a gentleman of a plentiful eftate
in the weft of England, and died the firft year. Mr. Sharp and Mr.
Yevel continued but a fhort time in New England. Mr. Cradock was
an eminent merchant in Londan, and carried on a trade in the colony
many years, but never went over : he was more forward iq advagcing
out of his fubflance than any other, and was generally the higheft in all
fubfcriptions.  Mr. Venn, commonly called colonel Venn, was in the
defign from the beginning, and intended to have removed to America;
but was prevented by the change of zffairs in England, where he made
a confiderable figure in the long parliament, and was one of the judges
who paffed fentence on the King. Mr. Eaton was a weft-country mer-
chant, and his father was a minifter in Coventry : he came to New Eng-
land in 1657, and then fettled New Haven colony, of which he was
governor until his death.  His correfpondence with the governor of the
Maflachuicts and the Dutch governor of Manhadoes, or New York,
difcover a good underftanding and virtuous mind. Mr. Coddington was
a Lincolnfhire gentleman, and zealous to a great degree: he was after-
ward the father of Rhode Ifland, where his zeal abated, and he pro-
moted a general toleration : he was governor of that colony many years,
and would gladly have joined in confederacy with the other Colonifts,
but was prevented by a difference in religious fentiments. Mr. Brad-
ftreet was of Emanuel college in Cambridge, from whence he removed
to the family of the Earl of Lincoln as his fteward, and afterward he
lived with the Countefs of Warwick, in the fame capacity : he married

one of Mr. Dudley’s daughters; and, after her death, a fifter of Sir
George Downing.

In April 1630, governor Winthrop, and Mr. Dudley, with Sir Richard
Saltonftal, and feveral other of their afliftants, embarked at Yarmouth on
board the Arabella; which fhip was fo called in honour of the Lady
Arabella Johnfon, who, with her hufband, was on board of her ; and
they were accompanied, or followed, by fixteen other thips from dif-
ferent ports, moft of which arrived in New England in the month of
July, and the others before the end of the year, carrying in all about
fifteen hundred paflengers, of all occupations proper for planting a new

* An elegant monument has lately been ereQed in the new chapel at Bofton in New
England, to commemorate the character of this eminent patriot of the laft century.

colony,
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colony. A few days after their embarkation, a paper was publifhed, in-
titled, “ The humble requeft of his Majefty’s loyal {ubje&s, the governor
and company lately gone for New England, to the reft of their brethren
in and of the church of England, for the obtaining of their prayers,
and the removal of fufpicions and mifconftru&tions of their intentions:"
wherein they intreated their reéverend fathers and brethren of the church

of England, to recommend them to the mercies of God in their con-

flant prayers, as a church then fpringing out of their own bowels. This

paper occafioned a difpute, whether the firft fettlers of the Maflachufets

were of the church or not? However problematical it may be, what
they were while they remained in England, they left no room for doubt
after their arrival in America.

The Arabella arrived at Salem on the 12th of June, and the next
morning the governor was vifited by Malconomoco, the Sagamore of

Cape Anne, to welcome him on his fafe arrival ; and the other fhips alfo-

came fafe to the fame place. The common people immediately went

athore, and regaled themfelves with firawberries, which are very fine in.

America, and were then in perfe&tion. This might give them a favour-
able idea of the produce of the country; but the gentlemen had fuffici-
ent occafion to be alarmed and filled with concern. The firft intelli-
gence they had, was of a general confpiracy, a few months before, of
all the Indians as far as Naraghanfet, to extirpate the Englith. Out of
about three hundred perfons, upwards of eighty died in the colony the
winter before, and many of thofe that remained were in a weak fickly
condition. There was not corn enough to have lafted above a fortnight,
and all other provifions were fo very fcarce, that the one hundred and
eighty indented fervants which the gentlemen had {ent over, they could
not avoid giving them all their liberty, though they coft them from 161.
to 20l. fterling a perfon. They had not above three or four months to
look out proper places for {ettlements, and to provide fhelter againt the
feverity of the winter. \V:ith this profpect of difficulties, ficknefs began
among them ; and as they were deftitute of neceflary accommodations,
many of them died. Among others, the Lady Arabella Johnfon, who
ended her days at Salem about a month after her arrival; and her huf-
band foon after died of grief for her lofs. DNr. Roffiter, another of the
aflifiants, was alfo among the dead, whofe number betore December
amounted to about two hundred, including a few who died in their paf-

fage. Mr. Dudley obferved to his friends in England, that “if any come Letter gareq
to this fettlement to plant for worldly ends that can live well at home, March zith,

he commits an error, of which he will {foon repent : people of England,
who are endued with* grace, and furnifhed with means to find their fa-
milies

5
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milies for eighteen months, apd to build and plant, let them -come :.In /
the beginning of our fettlements, we had great ficknefs and mortality,
as well as the fettlers of New™ Plymouth, which feemed to proceed frgm
want of warm lodging and good diet ; they who landed in fummer died
of fevers from the heats ; they who landed in winter, -as 1n New Ply-

~ mouth, died of the fcurvy.”
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The governor and fome of the principal perfons difliked their fituation
at Salem, and chofe to fetile upon better land. They proceeded to.the
mouth of Charles River, farther up the bay, where fome fettled, and
called it Charles Town ; ‘others fettled at Sagus River, now Lynn; and
fome at Myftic River, now Medford. One inftance of the civility and
juftice of the planters to the Indians, was this, that, notwithftanding the
patent they had from the crown, they fairly purchafed of the natives the
{everal tra@s of land which they afterward poflefled. Indeed, the crown
grants of landin America, {feem rather to give a right of purchafing, than
a real right to the land, which certainly belongs to the natives.

Toward the latter end of the year, a part of the colony of ‘Charles
Town removed toa peninfula in the bottom of Maflachufets Bay, called
Shawmut by the Indians; and by the Englith, on account of three con-
tiguous hills appearing in a range to thefe at Charles Town, at firft Tri-
mountain, and afterwards Boflon, in complimert to Mr. Cotton, the
puritan minifter of Bofton in Lincolnfhire, of whofe coming into thofe
parts they were in great expecation. This peninfula was the moft com-
modioufly fituated for trade and commerce of any place in the country:
It is about two miles in length, and one in breadth ; appearing then, at
high-water, in the form of two iflands. Here they built the town of
Bofton, now the metropolis of New England, and the largeft city of all
the Britith empire in America. From the obfervations of Mr. Thomas
Robie, fellow of Harvard-college, made from an eclipfe of the moon on
the 15th of ‘March 1717, itappears to be in 42° 25" of north-lati-
tude, and weft from London 4h. 46" which is weft longitude 71° 730,
The town was firft fettled under the condu& of Mr. Johnfon, who fatis-
fied Mr. Blafton for his claim, which was that of prior pofleffion. He '
was an epifcopal minifter, of a particular humour, and claimed a pro-
perty in the whole peninfula, becaufe he happened to fleep firft in a
hovel on this point of land. He had not been a thorough conformift in
England ; but he was more diffatisfied with the non-conformity of the
new-comers, and told them, that as he came from England becaufe he
difliked the lord bifhops, fo he could not join with them, becaufe he
would not be under the lord-brethren. He had the grant of a confider-

able
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able lot at the weft-end of the town; but he chofe to quit all, and re-
moved to the fouthward, at or near what is fince called Providence,
where he lived many years.

Some fettled from Charles Town weftward at New Town and Water
Town: others from Bofton fettled two miles weft fouthward, and called
it Rockfbury, becaufe rocky ground. A- few fettled four miles fouth
from Bofton, and called it Dorchefter, all of which were chiefly weft-
countrymen : but Newbury was not fettled until 1635. About one hun-
dred perfons returned with the fhips to England; and fome libertines
went to a fmall fettlement, which had been made at Pifcataquz, without
this juri{diction. -

Mr. Nowel and thofe of Charles Town, who had removed from Salem,
at firt confidered themfelves as one fettlement and one church with
thofe at Bofton; and had Mr. Wilfon for their minifter. who went to
England in the {pring, when thofe of Charles Town became a ditin&
church, and took Mr. James for their minifter.

At thefe feveral places the whole company were fettled for the firft
winter, and their out-door work was over on the 6th of Decembzr, when
the governor and affiftants met at Charles Town and agreed to fortify
the neck between Bofton and Roxbury : but at another meeting, on the
21ft, they laid that defign afide, and agreed on a-place firft called New
Town, and afterward Cambridge, about three miles above Charles
Town, and moft of them engaged to build houfes there the next year.
when the governor fet up the frame of a houfe, which he foon took
down, and carried it to Bofton ; becaufe Chicketawbut, the chief of the
Indians there, made high profeflions of friendthip, and rendered the de-
fign of a fortified town unnecceflary,

The colonifts fuftained great hardthips during the winter, and a ge-
neral faft was appointed to be held on the 22d of February 1631 ; but
this intended faft was turned into a thankigiving; for, on the sth, the
fhip Lion rcturned laden with provifions from England, which were dif-
tributed to tiic people according to their ncceflities. 'The high price of
provifions this year in England, impoverifhed the colony; for every
bufhel of wheat meal coft, including the freizht, fourteen fhillings fter-
ling ; each bufhel of peafe ten fhillings ; and Indian corn, imported from
Virginia, fold at ten thillings. Some were difcouraged, and returned to
England, particularly Sir Richard Saltonftal and Mr. Thomas Sharpe,
who never came back ; but others, in hopes of better times, went over
- Vor. L, N to
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to fetch their families and returned with them, in particular Mr. Wilfon
and Mr. Coddington. ‘

The fcarcity of the former year excited the colonifts to make the
ereater improvements by tillage, and they were blefled with a plentiful
harveft of Indian corn: but it was the year 1633, before they knew they
fhould be able to raife Englith grain, if we may credit Mr. Johnfon,
who fays, « This year a finall glean of rye was brought to the court as
the firft froits of Zaclith grain; at which this poor people greatly re-
joiced to fee the land would bear it.”  Cattle were extremely dear, a
great part of what had been fhipped from England being dead, and a
milch cow was valued at 25/. to 3o/ fterling.

So much of their attention was neceflary to provide for their fupport,
that little bufinefs vas done by the affiftants, or by the general court;
the removal of the charter occafioned fzveral new regulations to be made,
which were fettled by degrees. 'The Grft court of afliftants was held at
Charles Town, on the 23d of Auguft, about two months after their
arrival ; when a beadle was appointed, as an oflicer of the corporation;
and it was ordered, that the governor and deputy for the time being,
thould be juftices of the peace; and four of the then afliftants were alfo
appointed juftices. All jufuces whatloever were to have the fame authority,
for rcformation of abufes and punifhing offenders, which juftices had
in England; but no corporal punithment to be inflilted cxcept by an
afliftant.  In capital offences, the governor and afliftants fat as a court,
as well as in civil matters : and there was a trial by a jury for murder
this year, when the prifoner was acquitted. The firft general court was
held the 1gth of O&ober; not by a reprefentative, but by every one
in perfon, who was free of the corporation. As none had been ad-
mitted freemen fince they left England, the governor and afliftants had
a great influence over the court: therefore it was ordered, that the free-
men fhould chufe the affiftants ; and the affiftants, from among them-
felves, thould ele@ the governor and deputy-governor. The court of

affiftants were to have the power of making laws and appointing officers ;
which was a departure from their charter.

One hundred and nine freemen were admitted at this court; and the
next general court was for the ele@tion of 1631. The feale was now
turned, and the freemen refolved to ele& both governor, deputy, and af-
fiftants, notwithftanding the former vote; and made an order, that none
fhould be admitted to the freedom of the body politic, but fuch as were
members of the church. This was a moft extraordinary order or law ;

yet
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yet it continued in force until the diffolution of the government; for
it was repealed in appearance only after the refloration of King Charles
the Second. Had they been deprived of their civil privileges in England
by an a& of parliament, unlefs they would join in communion with tiie
churches there, it might have been the firft in the lift of grievances:
but {fuch were the requifites to qualify for church memberfhip here, that
the grievance was abundantly more. The minifter was to certify, that
the candidates for freemen were of orthodox principles, and of good
lives and converfations : fo that none could be a freeman of that com-
pany, unlefs he was a church member among them. None had a vote

p. 25.

in elections of governor, deputy, and afliftants, nor could be magi- Lecefuid.

ftrates, officers, or jurymen, grand or petit, but freemen; and the mi-
nifters were intitled to give their votes in all eleCtions of magiftrates.
Many of the colonifts were not admitted members of their church; fo
were not freemen ; therefore muft be tried and judged by thofe of the
church, which was confidered by fome as a hardfhip.

The fame governor, deputy-governor, and fuch of the afliftants of

1631.

1630, as were alive and in the colony, were re-eleCed for 1631 : but Kubbard.

this year, and this only, the affliftants chofen are not in the colony re-
cords; yet here the old charter law-book begins.

The firft law enalted, was for regulating the price of wages for work- Douglas, I
men, under a penalty to him that gave, as well as to him who received, +*7-

more than the limited price; fuch as carpenters, joiners, bricklayers,
fawyers, and thatchers, not more than two fhillings a day. They pro-
ceeded to other laws for punifhing idlenefs, and encouraging induftry :
befides, as they were furrounded with favages, much more numerous
than themfelves, they obliged every man to attend military exercifes ;
and limited the bounds of their plantations, that none might be unne-
ceflarily expofed to the dangers of any enemy. In civil a&ions, equity
feems té have been their rule of determining, according to the circum-
ftances of the cafe : the judges had recourfe to no other autliorities than
their own reafon and underftanding; and in punifhing offences, they
profeffed to be governed by the judicial law of Mofes, as far as thofe
laws were of a moral tendency.

While they wete_ thus without a code or body of laws, and the colony
in its infancy, their fentences {eem to be adapted to the ftate of a large
family of children and fervants, as may appear from feveral inftances
extraGted from the public records, particularly the following: Captain
Stone, for abufing Mr. Ludlow, and calling him jufafs, was fined an

N 2 hundred
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hundred pounds, and prohibited coming within the patent, without per-
miflion from the governcr, on pain of death. Captain Lovel was ad--
monifhed to take heed of lizht carriage. Daniel Clarke, found to be an:
immeoderate drinker, was fined forty fhillings: John Wedgewood; for-
being in the company of drunkards, to be fet in the flocks: and Serf--
ieant Perkins was ordored to carry 4o turfs to the fort, for being drunk.,
Tobert Shorthof, for fwearir ¢ by the blood of God, was lentenced to.
have his tongie put inio a cleit flick, and f’mnd‘ T})r h:.}f_an hO}xr. A
rirrricd wonien was foioufly adimonithed on fufpicion of incontinency. ’
Thomes Pet, for fufpizion of flander, ialencls, and ﬁu!)bornnefs, was |
cenfured to be feverely whippad, and to be imprifoned. Ydward Palmer,

for ¢itortion, in taking 2/ 135, 4d. for the wood-work of Bofton ftocks,,
was fined 5/ and ordired to be fet one hour in the flocks: and Jofias |
Plailtowe, for (lealing four bafkets of corn from the-Indians, was or-.
dzred to return them eight batizets, to be fined ¢/ as alfo from -that-
time to be called only Jofius, and not Mr. as formarly he ufed to be:
Thev were very carcful that no title or appellation fhould be given where -
it was not due; therefore, not above fix of the gentlemen -aflumed ‘the
title of Lfquire, and in a lift of cne hundred freeme: are not to be found |
fo many diftinguifhed by Mr. though they were generally men-of pro- .

-

perty ; but good-man and good-wite werc the common. appellations.

If we confider the charater of thefe new colonils, wich the ftate and:
condition they were in before they left England, and after. their ai=.
rival in America, we may perceive the {ource of the peculiarities in their -
laws and cuftoms. They were not only diflatisfed with the ceremonies, |
but alfo with the rigid difcipline, at that timz, of the church of Eng
land; in which they were-not fingular; for tioe principal commoners; |
great part of the clergy, and many of tlic nobiiity, were of the fame -
fentiments.  They muft have very tender andd fcrupulous minds, or they:
would not have banifhed themfelves trom their native country, intimate
friends, and oid acquaintances, to venture upon a ditant and unknown
country, rather than fubmit to anv thing cgainit their opinicns and con-
fciences.  They profefled a facred regard to the word of God in the -
Old and New Teftament, as a {wilicient rule of condudt, and that they
were obliged to {ollow it. Thev loolnd upon the cbfervation of the
firft, as well as fecond talle, noeninry to be enjoined ; and, as the con-
ftitution of their churches would not admit of ecclefiaftical courts, pro-
viﬁop muft be made fir the punifhrient of fome offences by the civil
magiftrate, which were not fo by the common law. The generality of
the colony being near upon a Iével, more than common provifion was
neceflary to enforce a due obedience to the laws, and to eftablith and pre-

- ferve
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férve an .authority in the government ; for although fome among them
had liberal or competent fortunes, yet in general their eftates were {mall
and barely fufficient to provide them houfes or neceffary accommoda-
tions : - therefore a contempt of authority was next to a capital offence;
. and as the country was new and uncultivated, the utmoft induftry, ceco-
nomy, and frugality were neceflary to their fubfiftance; as alfo were
laws, with heavy penalties, to compel the obfervance of them.. In that
branch of law efpecially, which is diftinguithed by .the name of crown~
law in England, they profeffed to have no regard, as they intended to
follow the plan of the Hebrew legiflator, fo far as they thought it ob-
ligatory upon all mankind. In many. inftances, they might not err in
judgment as to the morality of actions : but their grand miftake appears
to lie in fuppofing certain natural punithments, in cvery ftate, alike pro-
portioned to fome particular kind of offences, and which ‘Mofes had
obferved.: -whereas fuch punithments are and ought to be goveined by
the particular conftitutions and circumftances of the feveral kingdoms and
ftates -where they are applied. If it is added, that they were at their full

liberty, as the troubles in England took off from: the colonies the atten--
tion -of the government there; from all thefe circumftances, it 1s not.

difficult to account for the peculiarities in the laws of the colony.

From the fame prejudice in favour of Ifraelitith cuftoms, a fondnefs
arofe, or at leaft was increafed, as to fignificant names for children.
The three firft baptized in Bofton church were called Jov, Recompence,
and Pity.. The cuftom.fpread ;.and the town of Dorcheiler was remark-
able for fuch names as Faith, Hope, Charity, Deliverance, Dependance,
Preferved, Content, Prudent,” Patience, Thankful, Hate-evil, Hold-faft,

and fuch others, which are flill..retained by fome families in remem=-

brance of, their anceftors. .

In Cld England it is faid, a man may give his wife moderate cor-
reftion, without expoiing himfelf to any penaliy in the law : but the
egiflators of New England had more tender {entiments of this huppy
ftate, and. a man who ftruck his wife was liable to a fine of 10/ or
corporal punifhment; alfo a woman who ftruck her huiband was liable
to the fame penalties. They continued to make the fame clivice of ma-
giftrates for 1632, with the addition of Mr. ]ohn Humphreys, who
had been’ dcputy governor in England; as alfo of Mr. Tohn ’in-‘brop
the governor’s -eldeft fon, who lately arrived, with! {ome others of the
family, and many paflengers, among whom was :Mr.. John Elliot, who
. {pent his firft year at Bofton, and then fettled with his friends at Rox-
bury. He has been efteemed the apoftle of the Indians, to wiwm he

ﬁl} fz. "
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firfl preached the gofpel, and lived to {ee the fuccc‘;’s pf ais labours in
the converfion of many thoufands of them to Chriftianity.

Governor Winthrop and his paftor Mr. \ViitHhn fer out this fpring-fr;):n
Bofion, and travelled on foot torty riles through the woods, as far as
Plymouth, to fettle a correfpondence between the-two_ cclonizs., Gov.er_
nor Pradford received them with great honour and refpeds and a lafting
iriendfhip was eitablithed between them.

They were frequently alarmed this year by the Indians calied Tarre-
tines, or eaftern Indians, who flew und cariicd away captive fore of the
Indians near Bofton; and alfo cut off a thelrcp from Dorchelter, with
five men, whom they fecretly murdered : while the Narraganfet Indians
allo ¢ifturbed the colonifts at Briftol in New ’lymouth. But Miantinomo,
one of the Sachems of the Narraganfets, came to Bofton, to enter into a
icazue of friendfhip with the colony.

The New England colonifts had likewife fome uncafy apprehenfions
from the French, who had been driven from their fettlements in L’Acadie,
or Nova Scotia, by Captain Argol from Virginia, in 1613. Sir William
Alexander obtained a grant of it from King James 1. in 1623, which was
confirmed by King Charles I. in 1628 : but Sir William {old the property
in 1631 to M. Cliude de la Tour d’Aunay, a French proteftant; and
King Charles zave it up to France by treaty in 1632. This alarmed the
governor and council at Bofton, who determined to finith a fort which
was begun there, to build another at Nantafket, and to haften the fettle-
ment of Ipfwich, which was completed under the direction of Mr. Win-
throp, the governor’s fon. This was fcafonably done, otherwife the
French might have fettled there; which might have induced the Dutch
to have feated themfelves on Conneicut River.  Whether the people of
either nation would have perfevered 1s uncertain; but if they had done it,
the late remarkable conteft for the dominion of North America would
probably have been between France and Holland; and the commerce of

Great Britain would have borne a very indifferent proportion to that of the
reft of Europe from what it does at prefent.

. The new colonifts were alfo in perils from their own countrymen, par-
ticularly Sir Ferdinando Gorge and Captain Mafon, two of the council
of Plymouth, who had expended large fums to little purpofe in attempts
to fettle colonies in New England; therefore they beheld the Maffachufets
with an envious eye, and intended for themielves all that part of the co-
lony which lies to the caftward of Naumkeag. They joined with fome

other



MASSACHUSETS BAY.

other dlfappomted perfons in a petition to the King againft the company,
which was heard before the privy-council, at Whltehall on the 1gth of
January, 1632, when the council reprimanded the petitioners, and pub-
lilhed an order for the encouragement of the adventurers. This order
mentioned, among other particulars, that ¢ their lordfhips finding they
were upon the difpatch of men, viGuals, and merchandize for that place,
all which would be at a ftand if the adventurers {hould have difcourage-
ment, or take fufpicion that the flate here had no good opinion of that
plantation; their lordfhips not laying the faults of particular men upon
the general government or principal adventurers, which in due time was
further to be enquired into, had thought fit, in the mean time, to declare,
That the appearances were fo fair, and hopes fo great, that the country
would prove both beneficial to this kingdom and profitable to the particu-
lars, as that the adventurers had caufe to go on cheerfully with their
undertakings, and reft affured, if things were carried on as pretended, and
as by the patents appointed, his Majefty would not only maintain the
liberties and privileges theretofore granted, but fupply any thing farther
that might tend to the good government, profperity, and comfort of his
people there.”

In the fleet mentioned in this order there came over Mr. Thomas
Hooker, Mr. John Cotton, and Mr. Samuel Stone, all remarkable non-
conformift minifters, who were followed by fuch numbers from I'ngland,
that it produced an order of the King in council, dated the 211t of Febru-
- ary 10633, to ftop the farther embarkation of paflengers to the Colonies.
This order feems to have been the effect of a new complaint by tiie former
perfons : but when the whole matter wwas reported to the King by Sir
Thomas Jermayne, his Majefty faid, he would have fuch {evercly punithed
as thould abufe his governor and the plantation, whofe defendants were
aflured, that his Majefty did not intend to impofe the ceremonies of the
church of England upon them; for that it was confidered, 1t was fcr the
{ake of freedom from thofe thmgs that people went over there; and it is
certain no farther flop was put to the emigration.

Mr. Cotton was ordained minifter of Bofton, and the circumftances
and order of proceeding in his ordination were intended as a precedent,
which the congregational churches in New England have generally con-
formed to ever fince; and this gentleman appears to have been principally
inftrumental in the eftablithment of their civil as well as ecclefiaftical polity.
He was fellow of Emanuel College in Cambridge, and had been minifter
of Bofton in Lincolafhire, from whence he fled to avoid the dreaded effe&ts
of an information againft him in the high commiflion court. Great

interceflion

5

1633.



<0
o)}

MNafichafit

Leoords,

HISTCRY OF BRITISH AMERICA.

interceflion was made for him to Archbithop Laud by the Earl of Dorfet

and other noblemen, but fo much in vain, that the earl fent the min.iﬁer
word, “ If L.> had been guilty of drunkennefs or uncleannefs he might
have found f.vour, but the fin of puritanifm was unpardonable.”
The ¢ lonifts, in 1624, thought proper to give their governor fome
refpite ; therefore Mr. Dudley was chofen in his.room, and Mr. Ludlow
deputy-governor. About three hundred and ninety freemen were ad-
mitted, vwhich occafioned an alteration of the conftitution ; for at a general
court twenty-four of the principal inhubitants appeared as reprefentatives
of the body of frcemen ; which was a thing of neceflity, though no pro-
vifion had been made fer it in their charter. The people aflerted their
right to a greater fhare in the government than had been formerly allowed
them, and refolved, that nonz but the general court had power to make
and eftablith laws, or to clet and appoint officers, to raife taxes, or to
ive and confirm lands or proprictics.  They further determined, that
there thould be four general courts held yearly, to be fummoned by the
governoer, and not diflolved without the confent of the major part of the
court: as aifo that it fhould be lawful for the freemen of each pldntation
to chufe two or three before every general court for their reprefentatives,
in all affairs belonging 1o the commonwealth wherein the freemen had to
act; the matter of eleCtion of magiftrates and other officers only excepted,
wherein cvery freeman was to give his own voice. In this manner they
fettled the Icgiilative body, which continued much the fame as long as
the charter exifted, except an alteration in the number of general courts,
which were foon reduced to two only in a year. -

Mr. Roger Williams, minifter of Salem, was banithed the colony for_
maintaining fome fingular opinions and exceptionable tencts; after which .
fie removed fouthward to lsok out for a new fettlement among the Indians,
and founded the new colony of Providence, of which he became patron
and governor,

The freemen impofed a fine upon the court of affiftants for alting con=
trary to an order of the general court. They alfo called Governor Win-
throP to an account, concerning his receipts and difburfements for the
public during his adminiftration ; but his condu had been fo irreproach-
ab}e, that unlefs the oftracifm of the ancient Gieeks had been revived in
this new commonwealth, it vras reafonable to expe& he thould be out of
all danger of fo much .as the leaft thought to his prejudice. He might
have cancelled his book of accounts, and adled li'ze Scifwio Africanus, by

Brving the ungrateful populace this anfwer: © Your flourithing colony

has
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has been fettled under my care; my own fubftance is exhaufted; fpend
no more time in harangues, but give thanks to God for your happy
eftablithment.” However, he difcharged himfelf with great honour, and
concluded his declaration with this requeft, that ¢ as it ftood upon record,
that upon the difcharge of his office he was called to account, {o this his
declaration might alfo be recorded; left thereafter, when he fhould be
forgotten, fome blemifh might lie upon his pofterity, when there fhould
be nothing to clear 1t.”” He was afterward frequently eleted governor,
and was remarkable for his charity to the poor. His fon was very inftru-
mental in procuring the Conne&icut charter, and was annually chofen their
governor during his life, and his grandfon was major-general and alfo
chief-juftice of the colony.

- A great addition was made to the number of inhabitants in 135, when
Sir Henry Vane the younger arrived, attended with a fleet of twenty
thips, well ftored with goods and paflengers. He was a warm noncon-
formift, and intended to begin a fettlement upon the banks of the River
Conne&icut: but as the planters of the Maflachufets complimented him
with their government, he refolved to continue among them. He proved
not {o orthodox a governor as they expected, and was pofitive in adhering

16335.
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to his own opinions; therefore, at the next eletion, he was rejected, and Rapiv, vol. ii.

Mr. Winthrop reftored to the government; after which Sir Henry re- g
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‘ turned to England; and, as a profefled independent, joined with Oliver vol. . p. 465-
Cromwel to undermine the power of the Prefbyterians in 1645. He was gg;"““k» p-

executed on the reftoration of Charles II.

- The proje& for a plantation upon Conneticut River was not dropt,
though Sis Henry Vane did not proceed in it. This fettlement was be-
come the more neceflary, becaufe the Pequot Indians began to grow very
infolent, and the building a fort there would make a good frontier on that
{ide. Agents were fent to view the country, who made fuch an advan-
tageous report of tle fertility of the foil and largenefs of the river as in-
duced many of the planters, who began to be ftraitened for room in
the Maflachufet colony, to think of tranfplanting them{elves to Connecti-
cut. Mr. Hooker, minifter of New-town, put himfelf at the head of
thefe new adventurers, who were about one hundred in number, and tra-
velled there on foot, with their children and baggage. After a tedious
journey of ten days, they pitched on the farther fide of the river, and
built the town of Hartford. They were followed by another draught
from Dorchefter, who built a little town, which they called Windfor.
A third party went from Watertown, and built Weathersfield; while a
fourth went from Roxbury, and built Springfield. They had a fort of
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commiffion from the government of the Maffachufets Bay for the admi-
niftration of juftice, till they could make a more regular fettlement. Some
of them had fettled within the Maffachufets jurifdiction; but thofe who
were out of it entered into a voluntary aflociation, chofe magiftrates, and
made laws for themfelves, after the example of the colony from whence
they iffued ; in which ftate they continued until the reftoration of King
Charles II. when Mr. John Winthrop the younger obtained a royal charter_
incorporating Hartford and New Haven colonies into the united colony of
Conneicut, of which he was governor fourteen years.

While the fouth-weft parts of New England were thus colonized, the
north-eaft parts of the country were alfo improved. There was an exten-
five country beyond the line of the Maflachufets patent, where new fettle-
ments were attempted by {fome that were made uneafy under the Mafla-
chufets government, in the time of their antinomian quarrels; as alfo by
others who had no other view but enriching themfelves by the fithing
trade at fea, and the beaver trade athore. Thus were the provinces of
Eaft Hampthire and Main peopled, which continued a feparate govern-
ment, until being wearied out with quarrels and divifions among them-
{elves, they petitioned the general court of the Maflachufets Bay to be
taken under their protettion, and were accordingly received.

Such was the origin of the four principal colonies that were made in
New England within the fpace of feventeen years; but there was, how-
ever, another fmall fettlement made fome time after in Rhode Ifland,
upon the borders of the jurifdition of New Plymouth, by the Antino-
mians banifhed from the Maflachufets Bay, who obtained a charter for
themfelves upon the reftoration of King Charles II. and are ftill a diftin&
government from the Maflachufets; but as the limits of their country are
fmall, they have no great influence on the grand colony. which was con-
folidated in 1691, out of the old Maflachufets, New Plymouth, Main,

and Acadia or Nova Scotia fettlements, into the prefent colony of the
Maffachufets Bay.

SECTION
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liftical and Antinomian controverfies. The firft fynod at Cambridge in
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Remarks : New Jfettlements made.  State of the country in 1639. The
number of planters and paffengers who arrived in New England before
1640; with remarks.  Puritan miniflers there : the flouriyfbing condi-
ton of the MafJlachufets in 1641. New fettlements made: Growth of
the colony at different periods : Refolve of the Houfe of Commons in favour
of the Maffachufets colony in 1642. The divifion of the colony into four
townfhips in 1643 : The townfbips in each county : Remarks on them.
The ynion of the four grand colomes of New England ; with remarts.
Order of the general court, in 1644, relative to the civil war in Eng-
land. The town of Eaff Ham built. The Narraganfets fubmit in 16435,
Colony difputes: the Hingham petition: Mr. Winthrop’s [peech: The
petutioners carry their complaint to England. Proportional aids of the
Jour colonies in 1647. Remarks on the civil war i England, and its
effect on the Colonies in 1648. Governor Winthrop’s death in 1649.

THE Indians had upon feveral occafions exprefled a diffatisfadtion
againft the colonifts of Maflachufets and Conne&icut ; and the fettle-
ment at Plymouth had fometimes been difturbed by them after the death
_of Maflafoit. The Englith ftill obferved the defenfive part, more for the
,gdvantage of trade with the Indians, than out of fear of their power ;
for by this time there were about three thoufand Englith planters and
heads of families in the four colonies; fo that there muft have been at
leaft twenty thoufand inhabitants ; of which one thoufand, pr operly armed
and difciplined, were fufficient to fupprefs any Indian enemies. The
Pequots had been at war not only with the Narraganfets, but alfo with
the Dutch, who had poffeffed and planted the country now called New
York; and thefe wars prevented them from difturbing the Englith a con-
© fiderable time. At laft they turned their force againft the Englith, upon
whom they committed fome murders and feveral depredations. The go-
. vernor and council at Bofton fent Captain Endicot with one hundred men
to demand the murderers: He was followed by one hundred men from
0 2 Conne&icut,
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' i - Cavtain Mafon ; and they invaded the Pequot country,
chl)xne?zatif:)tf, sélficl:;)gdl about five hundred Indians, Wlt(l;. 1(§1con{'1derablzal
lofs on their own fide. They alfo took about two hun 1ea-womeri an
children prifoners, who were divided, fome to the ConneB icut 30 ony(i
.nd the others to the Maflachufets : the boys were fent to fermu1 as an
f1d for flaves; but the women and girls were difperfed in fevera towr;f,,
‘I'he name of their fachem was Saffacus, who fled for prpteéhc{)nb to the
Iroquois, by whom he was put to fieath, and his _people elther{. u xmt}:ed
to the Englifh, or abandoned their country, .WhICh became o‘muc a
kind of province to the conquerors, that they difpofed of the lal.]dl: as tg?y
thought proper, and the Pequot tribe was wholly extinguithed : but while
the troops were thus employed abroad, the commonwealth was almoft
torn in pieces by inteftine divilions at home.

Mr. Winthrop was chofen governor and Mr. Dudley deputy-governor
for 1637; but not without a warm contention among the people, who
were unhappily engaged in their Familiftical and Aptmomlan controver-
fies; of which thofe who are defirous to have a particular account of fuch
tranfactions, may have full fatisfaction in the ecclefiaftical writers of the
New England hiftory. The factions became general ; fome for the cove-
nant of grace, and others for the covenant of works. At laft a fynod was
held at Cambridge of all the churches 1n the country, to give their judg-
ments upon the controverted points; and as this was the firft {ynod of
New England, it is neceflary here to explain the nature and ufe of {ynods,
according to the principles of the independents.

A {ynod, with them, is not neceffary to the exiftence of a church; but
is only to be called on fpecial occafions, for giving advice and counfel in
cafes of difficulty. It confifts of the minifters and lay meflengers of the
feveral churches, chofen from among themfelves, whofe bufinefs is to
debate and determine the feveral matters brought before them, and then:
to prefent them to the refpe@ive churches for their approbation, without
which they are of no force. No {ynod is allowed a power to pafs church
cer:lures upon perfons, or put forth any aé of authority, jurifdi¢tion, or
difcipline; but only to declare their fentiments, and give their advice. In
fat, an independent fvncd is only a council to the feveral churches,
ailemnbled upon proper occalions, not to make laws and decrees to bind
men upon pain of excommunication or deprivation, but to advife them
how to a&t under their prefent difficulties ; and it a church or private per-
fon refufzs to hearken to their advice, the laft remedy is to declare they
will hold no longer communion with them. The magiftrates have power
to call a fynod when the good of the community requires it; and may

fend



MASSACHUSETS BAY.

fend to the churches, to commiffion their elders and meflengers to meet
together, and afhft them with their advice; but if-the magiftrate neglects,
or is of a-different rellg10n, any particular church may fend to the others,
and defire their advice in the fame way.

The fynod continued three weeks: the Antinomian tenets, and {everal
other new opinions, were condemned as contrary to the word of God.
Mr. Wheelwright and Mrs. Hutchinfon were banifhed for maintaining’
thofe errors; the former afterward returned and was minifter of Hamp-
ton; but the latter, with fifteen of her family, were maflacred by the
Indians in the Dutch territories, which the had chofen for a retreat. A
great number of perfons removed out of the jurifdi&ion, fome being.
banifhed and others disfranchifed. Thefe purchafed the ifland of Aquet-
net from the Indian {fachems in 1638, and called it Rhode Ifland, where
they eftablifhed a flourithing colony in 1644, which they extended upon
the continent, by purchafing a trat of land near Patuxet River, in Ply-
mouth colony, where they built the towns of Providence and Warwick;
for all which they obtained a charter of King Charles II. in 1663; and to
this day, Rhode Ifland, with Providence and its appurtenances, remains
a diftint government, by the title of the “ Governor and Company of
the Englith Colony of Rhode Ifland and Providence Plantations in New
England, in America.”

This year two large fhips from England arrived at Bofton with many
paflengers, among whom were Mr. Eaton and Mr. Hopkins, two London
“merchants, who could not be perfuaded to fettle in the jurifdi¢tion, and
removed to Quinnipiac, where they founded the colony ot New Haven.
They agreed among themfelves upon a model of government in church
and ftate, very like to that of the Maffachufets, and after the manner of
‘thofe of Connecticut: they continued a diftinét colony and government
until 1665, when King Charles II. united the two colonies under one

governor, and New Haven became only a county inftead of a colony.

The clamour was revived in England againft the American Colonies,
and the King granted a commiflion for regulating the plantations to Wil-
liam; Archbifhop.of Canterbury; Thomas Lord Coventry, Lord Keeper
of the Great'Seal of England; Richard, Archbifhop of York; Richard
Earl of Portiand, High-treafurer of England; Henry Earl of Manchefter,
Keeper of the Privy-feal; Thomas Earl of Arundel and Surry, Earl-
marfhal of England’; Edward Earl of Dorfet, Chamberlain to the Queen;
Francis Lord Cottington, Chancellor and. Under-Treafurer of the:

;Exchecluer, Thomas Edmunds, Knight, Treafurer of the. Houfchold;
' johm
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[ohn Cook, Knight, and Francis Windebank, Principal Secretaries of
State.

Archbifthop Laud kept a jealous eye over New.F,ngland, ':md one Bur-
dett, of Pifcataqua, was his correfpon(}ellt, ‘VI}O u}formcd his Grace, that
« it was not new difcipline that was aimed at 1n New England, but fove-
reignty ; and that it was accounted perjury andcgeafon, n theli} %erll)eral
court, to fpeak of appeals to the King. A Ruo warranto had been
brought by the attorney-general, in England, againft the corporation of
the Maffachufets; but the judgment was not formally entered. There
was, however, an order of the King 1n council, dated the 3d of May,
1637, that the attorney-general be requlred to call for the patent of the
MafTachufets ; and Mr. Winthrop recelv_ed a .letter in 1638, from Mr.
Meautis, clerk of the council, accompanied w§t}.1 an order from the lords
of the council, of April the 4th, 1638, ¢ requiring the governor, or any
other perfon who fhould have the letters-patent in t'helr cuftody, to tran‘f-
mit the fame by the return of the thip which _carrle.d the order; and in
cafe of contempt, their lordfhips would move his Majefty- to reaffume the
whole plantation into his hands.”  An an{wer was drawn up and trani-
mitted, as appears by the files of the court. It was an addrefs of the ge-
neral court ¢ to the Lords Commiflioners for Foreign Plantations,” and
intitled, * The humble Petition of the Inhabitants of the Maffachufets in
New England, at a General Court there aflembled, the 6th Day of Sep-
tember, in the 14th year of the Reign of our fovereign Lord King
Charles,” wherein they profefled, ¢ that they were ready to yield all due
obedience to his Majefty, and to their lordfhips under himj; in which
mind they left their native countiy, and according thereto had been their
pradtice ever fince; fo as they were much grieved that their lordfhips
fhould call in their patent, there being no caufe known to them, nor an
delinquency or fault of theirs exprefled in the order fent to them for that
purpofe, their government being according to his Majefty’s grant, and
they not anfwerable for any defes in other plantations. That this was
what his Majefty’s fubjeéts there believed and profefled, and thereupon
they were all humble fuitors to their lordfhips, that they would be pleafed
to take into further confideration their condition, and to afford them the
liberty of fubjets, that they might know what was laid to their charge,
and have leave and time to anfwer for themfelves, before they were con-
demned as a people unworthy of his Majefty’s favour or prote&ion.
That as for the qus warranto mentioned in the order, they aflured their
lordfhips they were never called to anfwer to it; and if they had, they
doubted not but they had a {ufficient plea to put in. That they came into
thefe remote parts with his Majefty’s licence and encouragement; and,

1m
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in the confidence-they had of that affurance, they had tranfported their-

families and eftates, and there had built and planted, to the great enlarge-
ment and fecuring of his Majefty’s dominions in thofe parts; fo if their
patent fhould be taken from them, they fhould be looked on as renega-
does and outlawed, and thould be forced either to remove to fome other
place, or to return into their native country again; either of which would
put them to unfupportable extremities; and thefe evils, among others,
would neceffarily follow: 1. Many thoufand fouls would be expofed to
ruin, being laid open to the injuries of all men. 2. If they were forced
to defert that place, the reft of the plantations being too weak to refift
alone, would, for the moft part, diffolve and go with them; and then
the whole country would fall into the hands of the French or Dutch, who
would {peedily embrace fuch an opportunity. That if they fhould lofe
all their labour and cofts, and be deprived of thofe liberties which his
Majefty had granted them, and nothing laid to their charge, nor any
failing to' be found in them in point of allegiance, it would difcourage
all men from the like undertakings upon confidence of the royal grant..
Laftly, If their patent was taken from them, the common people there
would conceive his Majefty had caft them off, whereby they were freed
from their allegiance and fubjeftion, and thereupon would be ready to
confederate themfelves under a new government, for their neceflary fafety
and {ubfiftente, which would be of dangerous example to other planta-
tlons, and perilous to themfelves, of incurring his Majefty’s difpleafure,
which they would by all means avoid. That upon thefe confiderations
they renewed their fupplications to their lordfhips, that they might be
fuffered to live in that wildernefs, and that this poor plantation, which
had found more favour from God than many others, might not find lefs
favour from their lordfhips; that their liberties thould not be reftrained,
when others were enlarged ; that the door thould not be kept thut unto.
them, while it ftood open to all other plantations; that men of ability
fhould not be debatred from them while they gave encouragement to other
colonies. That they dared not queftion their lordthips proceedings; they
only defited to open their griefs where the remedy was to be expeted:
If in any thing they had offended his Majefty and their lordfhips, they
Humbly proftrated themfelves at the footftool of fupreme authority; but
let them bé made the obje&t of his Majefty’s clemency, and not cut off
from all hope of favour, in their firft appeal. Thus, with their earneft
prayers to the King of kings for long life and profperity to his facred
Majefty and his royal family, and for all honour and welfare to their lord~
thips, they humbly took leave *.”’

* This is a true copy compared with the original on file, as attefled by Edward Raw-
fon, fecretary : but the records of the feflion take no notice of it.
Ig
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It was never known how this anfwer was recaived ; btlg it 1s certain,.
hat o furcher demand was made ; and foon after mol’c‘ of the lor_ds of
the council loft their authority. Allcgiance in an Englifh-born fubject is
faid to be pzrpctual, and to accompany him wherever he goes: but if
their charter Liad becn taken way at this time, the body of the people
would have abandoned the country, and either have' incerporated with
the Dutch, or fought a wacwum domicilium, a favourite expreflion with
them, in fome part of the globe, where they would, according to their
apprehentions, have been free from the controul of any European
power. )

The fettlements were extended this year beyond Merrimack River;
and many of the inhabitants of Lynn removed to Long Iiland, where
they obtained a fettiement from Lord Stirling ; but were foon difturbed
by the Dutch. Some other fettlements were intended to be formed, in-
dependent of the eftablithed colonies. This humour, however, was of
no long continuance; for in a few years all the colonies found an union
or confederacy neceflary for their defence, not only againft the Indians,
but againft the French and Dutch ; fo that there could be no encourage-
ment for {mall bodies of men to {it down any where, independent or un-
conneted. All that bad begun any fettlements between the Maflachufets
and the Dutch, joined with Connetticut or New Haven, except the Rhode-
Iflanders, who were covered by the other colonies ; and all to the eaftward
applied to the Maflachufets that they might incorporate with them.

The year 1638 was memorable for a great earthquake throughout
New England ; it happened on the fecond of June, and was a remark-
able ®ra; for, fo long after the earthquake, was an expreflion common
with the people of New England many years. In 1639, the former
governor, deputy and affiftants, were continued. The primary views,
in their removal from England, were certainly the enjoyment of civil
and religious liberty. 'What the planters brought with them, confifted
principally of materials for their buildings, neceflary tools for hufbandry,
ftock for their farms, and clothing for their families. Little is faid of
trade for the firlt feven years, except an inconfiderable traffic with
the natives by barter of toys and cloth, in exchange for furs and fkins:
but the people in general were foon difpofed to agriculture, and to bring
under 1mprovement fuch quantities of land as would afford them necef-
fary fupport. In a few years, the iand produced more than was confumed
by the colonifts, who fent the overplus to the Weft Indies, and the Wine
Ill.ands, f.rom W.hence returns were made in the produce of thofe coun-
tries, or in bullion ; the moft of which, together with the furs procured

from
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from the natives, went to England, to pay for the manufaGures con-
tinually neceflary from thence. As hands could be f{pared from huf-
bandry, and labour in providing their houfes, they were taken off ; fome
- employed in {fawing boards, fplitting ftaves, fhingles and hoops; others
in the fithery ; and thofe who were capable, in building fmall veflels
for the fifhery, coafting, and foreign trade. Thus gradually and infenti-
bly they feem to have fallen into that traffic moft natural to the country,
and adapted to their peculiar circumftances, without any premeditatcd
{cheme or projeGtion for fo falutary a purpofe or conftitutional view,
Laws were enacted to encourage the fithery; as alfo fumptuary laws for
the reftriGtion of excefs in apparel and other inadequate expences: a
{pirit of induftry and frugality became prevalent; and this has been
called among them the golden age, in which religion and virtue were
eminently difplayed.

In 1640, Mr. Dudley was governor, and Mr. Bellingham deputy-go-
vernor : Mr. Winthrop, the former governor, was one of the afliftants;
and the others the fame as the laft year. The civil war which broke
out in England between the king and parliament, put a ftop to the fur-
ther increafe of the colonies of New England ; for the ftar-chamber and
the ecclefiaftical commiffion court being put down, and the epifcopal
power eclipfed, the Puritans were made ealy at home, and thought no
more of tranfporting themfelves to foreign parts.

The number of planters that arrived in New England before the year
1640, are computed at about four thoufand, who difperfed themfelves in
different parts of the country, and laid the foundations of the feveral
towns and villages in it. The whole number of paffengers that arrived
are computed at twenty-one thoufand two hundred, men, women, and
children ; of whom about {even thoufand were now able to bear arms.
This fudden check upon colonization had a furprizing effet on the price
of cattle; for as the inhabitants multiplied, the price of cattle was ad-
vanced, but fell at once this year from 25/ to 5/. It was computed
they had twelve thoufand neat cattle, and not above three thoufand fheep
in the colony.

New England was in a flourithing condition at the beginning of the
civil war in Old England, and continued fo during thofe internal com-
motions. The colonifts had fettled and planted about fifty towns and
villages, ereted forty churches, more than that number of minifters
houfes, a caftle, forts, prifons, a college, public roads, and all at their
own charge, without any public afliftance, The planters had ereéted com-
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modious houfes, with gardens, orchards, and inclofed grounds, for agri-
culture. The merchants had conventent warehoufes, ports, wharfs, thips,
boats, and mariners ; the tradcimen, fhops and work-houfes; and there
was a face of bufinefs in cvery part of the colony. .

Some of the gentlemen returned to England, and ferved the parlia-
ment in the time of the civil war; particularly Edward Winflow, Efq.
who vas one of the commifioners of the navy ; Edward Hopkins, Efg,
v was one of the commiflioners of the cdmiralty ; George Downing,
afterwaids Siv Ceorze Dovining 3 and fumic others of confequence, Some
of theapinifiers alfy returncd, among whom was Mr. Hugh Peters of
$0 %y, who was chanlain to Cliver « omwell, and was executed as a
veeicide in 1640, So that the Mew England colonies, infizad of having
ar - aeecloon from the mother-countrvy, cvidently decreafed for the next
twenty years, until the perfecution of the Diffenters, in the reign of
King Charles the Sccond, turned the tide again,

r
i
1
i

The difficuliies particular perfons were under, and the difference of
fentime:t upon private affairs, had an influence upon the public tranfac-
tions, which was remarkable cven in the clelion of magifirates. Mr.
Bellingham was chofen governor, in oppofition to Mri. Winthrop, and
/Ir. Endicot dejuty-governor @ but it was difputed whether they had
the majority, and it was fome time before either of them were admitted
to their places. The cholce appears to have been difagreeable to the ge-
neral court; and the firft order they madc, was to repeal a ftanding
law for allowing one hundred pounds unnually to the governor.

~

The plantation at Springfield, upon Conne&icut River, returned to
the jurifdiction of the Maflachufets ; an.l the fettlers at Pifcataqua alfo fub-
mitted to the fame government. The Maflachufets, by thus extending
its wing over the inhabitants of Nev. Hampfhire, nourithed and cherifhed
them for almoft forty years; to which muft be attributed the growth
and flourithing ftate of that colony.

Mr. Winthrop was cle¢ted governor, and Mr. Endicot deputy-gover-
nor, in 1642 ; about which t'me Mr. Thomas Mavhew obtained a grant
of Capewock, or Murtha's Vineyard, Nantucket, and Elizabeth’s Ifles,
where he forined fettlements, and made no lefs than three thoufand
Chriftian converts of adult Indians, Thefe Iflands were for fome time
after annexed to the government of New York, by the name of Duke’s-
county ; but by the char: r granted to the colony of the Maffachufets Bay,
in 1691, they are exprefsly anncxed to that colony.

There
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There vas a general defign this year, among the Indians, againft the
Englith; of which Miantinomo, the Sachem of the Naraganfets, was
fuppofed to be the principal promoter, and to have drawn fome other
Sachems to join with him : but proper precautions were taken, and the
infurretion immediately {upprefled.

The growth of the feveral parts of the colony, at different periods,
are worth obfervation, from the tax apportioned this year as following :
Hingham 20/ Weymouth 14/ Braintree 14 /. Dorchefter 58/ 10y,
Roxbury 5o/, Bofton 120/ Dedham and Concord 25/, Water Town
§5 1. Cambridge 67/ 10s. Charles Town 60/ Salem 75/. Lynn 45/
Ipfwich 82 /. Newbury 30/ Salifbury 12/. 105, Hampton 5. Rowley
15 /. Sudbury 15 /. Medford 10/. and Gloucefter 6 /. 105.

The houfe of commons in England this year pafled a memorable re-
folve in favour of the Maflachufets colony, exonerating them from all
cuftoms or duties on goods exported to, or imported from England;
which was tranfinitted to the governor by the clerk of the houfe, and
ordered by the court to be entered upon the public records, that it might
remain to pofterity : this refolve alfo contained an acknowledgment that
the New England fettlements had been made without any public expence
to the ftate.

About this time, letters came to Mr. Cotton of Bofton, Mr. Hooker
of Hertford, and Mr. Davenport of New Haven, figned by the Earl of
Warwick and feveral other of the nobility, by Oliver Cromwell and many
other members of the houfe of commons, and fome church minifters,
to come over and aflift them in the affembly of divines at Weftminfter :
but other letters were foon after received, which prevented them from
any thoughts of proceeding therein.

The governor and deputy-governor for the laft year were re-elected
in 1643, when the colony was fo increafed, that it was divided into the
four counties or fhircs of Effex, Middlcterr, Suffolk, and Norfolk. The
county of Eflex contained the towns of Salem, Lynn, Wcenham, Ipf~
wich, Rowley, Newbury, Gloucefter, and Chochichawick : In the county
of Middlefex were the towns of Charles Town, Cambridge, Water
Town, Sudbury, Concord, Wooburn, Medford, anl Lynn village: the
ccunty of Suffolk had the towns of Bofion, Roxbury, Dorchefter, Ded-
ham, DBraintree, Weymotith, Hingham, and Hull: and in the county ot
Norfolk were the towns of Salifbury, Hampton, Haveril, Exeter,

Dover, and Portfmouth.
P2 Thefe
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Thefe townfhips, or diftricts of lands, may be diﬁipgui{hed into four:
forts : 1. Incorporated townthips, which are ferved thh. precepts; and”
generally fend reprelentatives. 2. Incorporated townthips, alfo ferYed~
with precepts, but fend no reprefentatives 1in gener:jtl. 3. Town{?ups

Peerlas, I incorporated, but in exprefs words debarred from fending reprefentatives.

593 . Townfhips or diftri¢ts granted to a number of proprietors : but as
the conditions of the grant, particularly the fettling of a certain number
of familics in a limited fpace of time, were not fully performed, they
were not then qualitied to be conflituted, by a& of aflembly, with all
town privilegces.

itid. 513, The townfhips were generally granted in value of fix miles {quare, to
be divided into fixty-three equal lots ; one lot for the firlt fettled mini+
fter, ac inheritance ; one lot for the minifiry, as glebe-lands; one lot
for the benefit of a fchool ; and the other fixty lots, to sixty perfons or
families, who fhould, within five years from the grant, erect a dwelling-
houfe of feven feet ftud, and eighteen feet fquare, with feven acres
cleared and improved, fit for mowing or ploughing; to ere& a houfe
for public worfhip in five years, and maintain an orthodox minifter.
Every townfhip of fifty houfeholders or upwards to be conftantly pro-
vided with a {chool-mafter, to teach children and youth to read and write,
under penalty of twenty pounds a year for neglect : as alfo, if confift«
ing of one hundred houfcholders or upwards, they were to maintain a
grammar-fchool ; the penalty was one hundred pounds a year, if con-
fifting ot one hundred and fifty families; forty pounds, if of two huna
dred families ; and higher penalties according to that rate,

In each townfhip were conftituted certain town-officers, to be eleted
=t a town-meeting annually in March; fuch as, a town-clerk; feven
fele&t-men ; a town-treafurer ; twelve overfeers of the poor ; feven affel-
fors; ten firewards; five fealers of leather; f{ix fence-viewers; a {furveyor
of hemp; informers of decr; hay-ward; ten cullers of ftaves; ten
viewers of boards and fhingles; four hog-reeves ; twelve clerks of the

saarket; two aflay-mafters; fix colle@ors of taxes; and twelve con-
flablce, ;

Sometimes portions of adjoining townfhips were incorporated into a
parith or precind, by aéts of aflembly, for the better conveniency of at-
tending divine fervice : but in all other refpects, except in minifterial
rates, they belonged to their original townthips. Any man rateable for
twenty pounds principal eftate to the province-tax, poll not included,
was qualified to vote in town-meetings, except in the choice of repre-

fentatives,
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fentatives, which required a qualification of forty fhillings a year free-
hold, or forty pounds fterling perfonal eftate. '

The dangers to which the colpnies in New England were expofed;
from domeftic and.foreign enemies, firft induced them to think of an
alliance and confederacy, for their mutual fafety and defence. Thofe of
Aquidnick, or Rhode Hland, were defirous to join with the others; but
the. Maflachufets refufed to admit commiflioners from that colony, to
treat upon the terms of agreement with the other commiffioners. The
other four colonies entered into a confederate union, after the manner
of the Seven United Provinces of the Dutch Republic in Europe, and
an inftrument was drawn up for that purpofe, intitled, ¢ Articles of con-
federation.betwixt the plantations under the government of the Mafla-
chufets, the plantations under the government of Plymouth, the planta-.
tions under the government of Connedticut, and the government ot New
Haven, with the plantations in combination therewith.” This inftru-
ment confifted of twelve articles, whereby it was agreed, 1. That the

four juri{diGions fhould thenceforth be called by the name of the United

Colonies.of New England. 1I. That the faid United Colonies, for them-
felves and their pofterity, entered into a firm and perpetual league of.
friendfhip and amity for offence and defence, mutual advice and fuccour.
111;. That the plantations which were or fhould be fettled, fhould have

peculiar jurifdi€tion among. themfelves as entire bodies ; provided that no. -

other jurifdition fhould be taken in as a diftin& head or member ; nor
thould any other plantation or jurifdi&ion be received, nor any two of
their confederates join in one jurifdition, without the confent of the
reft.. IV. That the charge of all wars, offenfive or defenfive, fthould be
borne in proportion to the number of male inhabitants between fixteen
and fixty years of age in .each colony; and according to the different
charge of each jurifdi¢tion, the whcle advantage fhould be proportion-
ably divided among the confederates. V. That upon notice from three
magiftrates of any colony, of an invafion, the reft fhould immcdiately
fend affiftance. VI. That two commiffioners fhould be chofen out of
each of the four jurifdiCtions, to examine and determine upon all affairs
of war or peace, not intermeddling with the government of any of the
jurifdiions ; but if thefe eight commiflioners fhould not agree, any fix
thould have power to fettle and determine the bufinefs in queftion ; and if
fix could riot agree, then their bufinefs wus to be referred to the four general

courts of the refpe&ive provinces : that thefe eight commiflioners thould ¢

meet once every year to treat of all afiairs; the meetings to be held in
rotation, at Bofton, Hartford, New Haven, and Plymouth.- That all
‘matters wherein fix agreed fhould be binding upon the whole ; and upon

< amajority -
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a majority under fiz, the matter to be referred to the general court of
each colony, 21:d not to be obligatory unlefs the whole agreed to it. VII.
That ior profeiving order, a prefident thould be chofen by the commif-
fioners out of their number every year. VIIL. That the commiffioners
thould en<cavour to eflzblifh agreements and orders, in general cafes of a
civil nature, for preferving peace among themfelves, and preventing all
occaficns of war or differences with others. IX. That no colony fhould
engaze i war but upon a fudden exigency; in which cafe, it was to be
avoid >t as much as poflible, without confent of the whole. X. That, on
cxtraordinary occafions, four of the commiffioners fhould have power to
dire& war, which could not be delayed, and to fend for due proportions
of men out of each jurifdi@ion, as well as fix might do, if all met. XI.
That it any of the cconfederates fhould break thefe articles, the injury
thould be confidered and ordered by the commiffioners for the other jurif-
di&tions, that both peace and this confederation might be inviolably pre-
ferved. Xil. That this perpetual confederation being confidered both
by the gencral court of the Maflachufets, and the commiflioners for the
three other colonies, was confirmed by the Maflachufets, Conne&icut,
and New Haven on the 1gth of Dy, 1043, and alfo by Plymouth on
the 7th of Scptember following. ‘

This confederacy was acknowledged and countenanced by the autho-
rity in England from its infiitution until the reftoration; and this union
fubfifted, with fome alterations, until the year 1686, when all the charters
were in effect vacated by a commiffion from King James 1.

From the time of this confederacy, the four refpe@ive colonies of New
Engl_and are to be looked upon as one gencral body, relative to all the
public tranfadtions with their neighbours; though the private affairs of
cach province were managed by magiftrates and courts of their own. For
many ycars, commiflioners met annually in September, and occafionally
at other times; but in the latter part of the union, the meetings veere trie
ennial. A f{pecial and principal part of their bufinefs, after the firft
vears, was the gofpelizing the Indians; and the fociety eftablithed by the
parliament for propagating the gofpel in New England among the In-
dians, made the commiflioners their correfpondents and agents; which
powers and truft were continued after the grant of a new charter by

King Charles Il. and a particular account of all their proceedings in this
capacity are preferved in their records.

Mr. Endicot was this year chofen governor, and Mr. Winthrop deputy-
governor. The general court thewed a prudent compliance with the

powers
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powers prevailing in England, and paffed an order for maintaining peace
in the colony : and when the dependance of a colony is truly confidercd,
nothing lefs is ordinarily to be expected, than an acquiefcence under
every alteration of government in the mother-country.

As the Indians were daily acquiring the ufe of fire-arms, the commif=
fioners paflfed an a&, that no perfon within any of the United Colonies

thould fell any kind of arms or ammunition to an Indian, under penalty

of twenty for one; nor any fmith, or other perfon, mend any gun or ouaer
weapon for an Indian, under the like penalty.

Some of the inhabitants of the town of Plymouth removed to a tra&
of land near the promontory of Cape Cod, and built the town of Eaft.
Ham.

Mr. Dudley was chofen governor, and Mr. Winthrop deputy-governor
for 1645. The commiflioners affembled at Bofton, to terminate the dif-
ferences between the Sachems of Narraganfet and Mchegin; which was
enforced by ordering three hundred men to be raifed and march againft
the Narraganfets, who intended fuddenly to break out againft the Englifh,
but were now intimidated, and {ubmitted to pacific terms.

Though the public peace of the Indians was preferved, the common-
wealth was in diforder from inteftine commotions. The inhabitants of
Hingham, in the county of Suffolk, quarrelled about the eleCtion of their
chief military officer, and Mr. Deputy Winthrop would have compelled
the rioters-to give bond to appear at the quarter court, which they refufed,
and he committed them to prifon for contempt of government. The ma-
jority of the town were inflamed at the imprilonment of their friends,
and figned a petition to the general court for a free hearing, and freedom -
of {peech ta plead their common libertics.

The court and great part of the country were much cfiended at this
petition; and a declaration was publifhed by crder of court, i anfiver to
the petition, and in vindication of the gevernment; which was a pro--
ceeding derogatory to the honour of the luprcme authority.  The peti-
tioners were {lummoned before the court, impuiioned, and fined for fedi-
tious and contemptuous expreflions. Mr. VWinthirep was obliged by the
party to anfwer in public to the complaints cguinft him, to which he con- -

<
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fented, although he fhewed them how unreafonable it vwes to call a go-C. M.yier,
vernor to account during the time of his adminiftrati n. H: came down i p- ¥3:

from the bench, pleaded his caufe at the bar, was honcurably acquitted,
and .
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and refumed his feat on the bench, where he addrefled the affembly on
the impropriety of licentioufly obftructing the regular courfe of govern-

ment.

The court and people were fo entirely fatisfied with this conduct of Mr.
Winthrop, and overcome with his condefcenfion, that they chofe him go-
vernor of the province every year after, as long as he lived. The peti-
tioners carried their complaint to England, with a petition to the parlia-
ment, that they might enjoy the liberties of Englifhmen; and added to
their prayer, that the petition they had prefented to the court at Bofton
might be confidered; as alfo that certain conftitutional queries might be

refolved.

Mr. Peters and Mr. Weld were difmifled from the agency in England,
to which Mr. Winflow was appointed ; who, by his prudent management,

-prevented any prejudice to the colony from fuch applications.

As Mr. Winthrop was governor in 1646, Mr. Dudley was deputy-
governor; and they were both continued as fuch to the two following

years.

The number of males in each of the four colonies was carried in to the
commiflioners, to proportion the fum of 1043/ 10s. 14d. expended for
the general fervice; when it appeared, that the Maflachufets proportion
of the fum was 670/ 3s. 4d. Plymouth’s 128/ 135 4d. Conneicut’s
140/. 2s5. 5d. and New Haven’s 104/ 114,

The civil war had continued fome years in England ; nor was it ter-
minated until epifcopacy was abolifhed and monarchy deftroyed. All the
American plantations, except Virginia, inclined to the parliament, and
particularly the colonies of New England, becaufe the bifhops had been
their implacable enemies, and driven them out of the kingdom. One
part of the quarrel between the king and parliament was the fame for
which the colonifts abandoned England; - therefore the people of New
England were attached to the parliamentary intereft, which was thetr
own : But although the New England colonies were on the fide -of the
parliament, they were incapable of giving them afliftance; and, as fpec-
tators at a diftance, enjoying all the bleflings of peace and plenty, they
only heard of the calamities in which their native country was involved.

Mr. Winthrop, the father of the country, died this year, in the fixty-

third year of his age, and his death caufed a general grief through the

colony.



MASSACHUSETS BAY.

colony. Mr. Endicot fucceeded him in the place of governor, and Mr.
Dudley took the place of deputy-governor. They joined with the other
affiftants in an aflociation againft wearing long hair; for the rule in New
England was, that none fhould wear their hair below their ears; and it
was deemed a greater offence in the clergy, who were efpecially required
to go patentibus auribus. ‘Thus, in every age, indifferent thinge have
been condemned as finful, and placed among the greateft immoralities.

Vor.L Q SECTION
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Affairs «with the Dutch and French i 1650. Harvard College ncor-
porated. The firft proceedings for propagating the Gofpel among the
Indians : The Society incorporated for that purpofe in England. Petition
from the weneral court of the Maffachufets Bay to the parliament of Eng-
Land agoinfl a nezo patent : and their letter to the Lord-general Cromwell
againft inviting the Colonifls to remove to Ireland in 1651, The pro-
wince of Main united to the Maflachufets in 16521 A munt erecled at
Boflon for coinage of money. Mir. Dudley dies in 1 653. MMr. Bellingham
chofen governor, and Mr. Endicot deputy-governor, i 1654+ Addrefs of
the general court to Oliver Cromwell. ~ Mr. Iinflow dies in 1655:
Cromwell’s views in America: Separation of the Anabaptifts.  The per- «
Jecution of the Quakers in 1656 its prevention by King Charles 11 in
1661. Remarks thereon.

A Controverfy which had long fubfifted between the colony of New
Haven and the Dutch at the Manhados, was fettled by the commif-
fioners of the United Colonies in 1650, when Mr. Endicot was again
chofen governor of the Maflachufets.

Propofals were made in 1648 to Monfieur D’Aillebout, the governor
of Canada, for a free commerce between the Maflachufets and that colony.
The French profefled to be greatly pleafed, and maintained a corref{pond-
ence upon the fubje&t until 1650, when their governor fent an agent to
Bofton to fettle a trade, and conclude an alliance between the government
of Canada and the colonies of Maflachufets and Plymouth; but being
informed that all fuch matters were left to the commiflioners of the United
Colonies, he returned to Canada, and the next year two gentlemen were
{ent with letters to the commiflioners, intreating afliftance from the Englith
againft the Mohawks, whom they reprefented as difturbers of the trade,
both of Englith and French, with other Indians. They promifed a due
confideration and allowance for the expence of the war, and if the Englith
would not join in it, the French defired they might be permitted to inlift
volunteers, and be viGtualled for the fervice; but if that could not be ob-
tained, they requefted liberty to pafs through the Englifh Colonies, by
water and land, as occafion required. The French declared, that until
thefe points were fettled, they could not proceed upon the treaty of com-
merce. The commiflioners anfwered, ¢ That the Englifh engaged in no
war before they had full and fatisfaltory evidence that it was juft; nor

before
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before peace upon juft terms had been offered and refufed : That the Mo-
hawks not being fubje& to them nor in league with them, they could not
require an account of their proceedings, and had no means of information
what they had to fay for themfelves: That to make war with the Mo-
hawks, would expoie the Indians, who were neighbours to the Englifh,
and profefled Chriftianity : That although they were ready to perform all
neighbourly offices to the French colony, yet they could neither permit
volunteers to be taken up, nor the French and eaftern Indians to pafs
through the Englith jurifdiction to invade the Mohawks, left they thould
expofe, not the Indians only, but the fmaller Englifh plantations to danger:
That the Englith were much diffatisfied with that mifchievous trade the
French and Dutch had begun, and continued, by felling guns, powder, and
thot to all the Indians, which rendered them infolent: Thatif all other difh-
culties were removed, yet they had no fuch thort and convenient paflage,
either by land or water, as might be had by Hudfon’s River, to and beyond
Aurania* Fort poflefled by the Dutch: That the commiffioners conceived
the French deputies might proceed to fettle a trade; but if they thought
proper to limit it under fuch reftriGtions, a fitter {eafon for thefe treaties
muft be attended, which the commiffioners would readily improve when-
foever it prefented.”

The college at Cambridge became fuch an objet of attention, that this
year it was made a body corporate, by a& of the general court, and re-
ceived a charter under feal of the colony, dated the g1ft of May, 1650.
The corporation was to confift of a prefident, five fellows, and a treafurer
or burfer; who were declared a body politic and corporate in law, to all
intents and purpofes, by the name of ¢ the Prefident and Fellows of
Harvard College.” An explanatory a& pafled in 1657, and another in
1672, to perpetuate and confirm the privileges of Harvard College, which
continued to be governed under this charter until 1685, when the colony
charter was vacated.

A corporation in England, conftituted for propagating the Gofpel
among the Indians, began their correfpondence this year with the com-
miflioners of the United Colonies, who were employed as agents for
the corporation, while the union of the colonies continued. One pro-
fefled defign of the colony charter was gofpelizing the natives, which
had been too much negle&ed. It was in 1646, that the general court-of
the Maflachufets pafled the firft aét or order to encourage the gofpel

* Albany. |
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among the Indians, and it was thcn recommended to the ck_lers- to con-
fider how it might be moft properly d 2. Mr. Elliot fignalized himfelf
in this attempt, and was ‘emar>:F'v irft.umental 1n converting many In-
dians, whofe underftandings L en.cavoured to enlighten, by drawing
them {rom their rude, {favage, and wandering way of life, to civility, co-
kabitation, and government. ColleGtions werz made in England to
promote this falutary work, for the advancement of which the parlia-
ment pafled an a&t or ordinance incorporating the Society.

Letters were al® publithed from the two univerfities of Oxford and
Crmbridge, calling upon the minifters of England and Wales, to ftir
up their congregations te a liberal contribution for the promotion of fo
o'orious an undertaking. Tics collection enabled the Society to purchafe
an eftate in land of about ¢oo/. a year: but, upon the reftoration of
Ky Chiarles I1. the charter became void, and was foon after renewed by

the intereit of Lord Chancellor Hyde.

Nr. Endicot was chofen governorin 1651, 1652,and 1657 ; Mr. Dudley
deputy-covernor. The committee for the ftate in England imparted their
mind to Mr. Winflow, agent for the colony, refpecting the government
of the feveral jurifditions in New England; he acquainted Mr. Dud-
lcy therewith, and that an anfwer was expe&ed; in confequence of
which, the court agreed upon a petition to the parliament, and a letter
to Oliver Cromwell, then general for the parliament.

It was expelted that all procefles in the colony fhould be in the name
of the keepers of the liberties of England; or that there fhould be an
acknowledgment of the powers then in being, by a renewal of the pa-
tent; but it is certain, that neither propofal was adopted or eftablifhed.

In O&cber 1651, hoftilities began between the Englith and Dutch in
Furope ; but the Dutch colony at Manhados was in too feeble a flate
openly to annoy the Englith colonies, and therefore defired to preferve
peace in America, which gave the Englith an opportunity to carry on an.
advantageous treaty with the Dutch.

The province of Main was claimed by the Maflachufts as within the
bounds of their charter, and commiffioners were fent to treat with the-
principal inhabitants about the {furrender of their lands.

Sir
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Sir Ferdinando Gorge and Captain Mafon, fo early as 1629, obtained
from the council of Plymouth a grant of all that tra@ of land from the
heads of Merrimack River and Sagadahock to Lake Ontario; but as they
never occupied it, this grant became obfolete, and may be faid to have
reverted to the crown. Sir Ferdinando Gorge alfo obtained a grant from
the council of Plymouth, in 1635, of a tra& of land called the Pro-
vince of Main, extending from Pifcataqua River to Sagadahock and

uenebec River; which grant was confirmed by the crown in 1639,
and afterward purchafed by the agents of Maflachufets Bay of the re--
‘prefentatives of Gorge.

The north and fouth lines running inland were a hundred and twenty
miles : the front or {ea line, and the rear line, might be about eighty
miles; that is, the contents of the province of Main might be about:
nine thoufand {ix hundred {quare miles ; in which fea line were the town-
fhips or diftri&ts of Kittery, York, Wells, Arundel, Biddeford, Scar-

“borough, Falmouth, and others, whole principal inhabitants now fub--
mitted to the Maflachufets, and the province was made a county by the -
name of Yorkthire, from which time the towns fent their deputies to the :
general court at Bofton; and to this county was annexed the territory of .
Sagadahock.

As the trace of the province increafed with the \Veft Indies, where -
the buccaneers or pirates were numerous at this time; and as part of the
wealth which they procured from the Spaniards was brought to New
England in bullion, it was thought neceffary to ere& a mint for coining -
fhillings, fix-pences, and three-pences, with no other impreflion at firft
than N E on the one fide, and XII. VI. or IIl. on the other : but it was -
now ordered, that all pieces of money fhould have a double ring with
this infcription, MASSACHUSETs, and a tree in the center on one fide,
with NEw ENGLAND and the year of our Lord oa the cther fide. No -
other colony ever prefumed to coin any metal into money, and no notice
was taken of it by the parliament or proteCtor : it was even indulged by
Charles II. for more than twenty years ; and although 1t was made one
of the charges againft the colony, when the charter was called in quef~
tion, yet no great ftrefs was laid upon it.

At the fame feffion, a committee or council of trade was appointed, A7 michafers-
after the example as exprefled in the order of the parliament: they were Records, -
to meet at Bofton or Charles Town to receive propofals for promoting
trade ; but nothing came from this attempt.

7 Mr,
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Mr. Dudley dicd the 31ft of July 1653, in the 77th year of his age,
greatly lawonicd, as he was a principal founder of the colony, and had
recommended hLuflf by great firmnefs and fidelity in dilcharge of his
truft.  Iic had never been out of the magiftracy, and generally either
covernor or deputy-governor.  Mr. Cotton, one of the’ minifters at
Lofion, died a fhort time before, and was efteemed the oracle of the co-
lony : he was in the 63th year of his age, and wus interred with great
folemmnity.

Nir. Beliingham was cholen governor, and Mr. Endicot deputy-go-
vernor, at a time when the peace with the Dutch, tozether with ¢ the
hopefu!l cftabliliment of government in England,” occafioned a public
thanklgiving in th: Maffachufets, whofe general court, on the 24th of
Auguft 1635., tranimitted an addrefs to Oliver Cromwell, the Lord Pro-
tecior. .‘

Mr. Winflow, who had been governor of Plymouth colony, and agent
to the Maflachufets in England, died this year, at the head of an expe-
dition to Hifpaniola, and his body was honourably committed to the fea
between Domingo and Jamaica, on the 8th of May.

Cromwell appears to have becn the firft who had a true fenfe of the
importance of the colonies to their mother-country. The expedition to
Hifpaniola was by him well intended, though badly executed, and his

plan for enlarging the national interelt in America no doubt extended
further than the conqueft of that ifland.

The feparation of the Anabaptifts from the eftablifhed churches of
the colony began at Rehoboth, in Plymouth patent, in 1650; but was
foon fuppreffed : after which began what has been generally called the
perfecution of the Quakers, whofe {fe& firft appeared in England in 1644,
and foon fpread into America.

No perfon appeared in New England who profefled the opinion of the
Quakers until 1656, when Mary Fither and Ann Auftin came from Bar-
badoes ; and foon after, nine others arrived in the fhip Speedwell of Lon-
don. Their head-quarters were at Salem, where they made feveral con-
verts, and {eemed to join with the Antinomians and Anabaptifts. They
were unhappily fuccefsful in feducing the people, not only to attend to
the myftical difpenfation of the light within, as having the whole of
rcligion contained in it; but alfo to oppofe the good order, both civil

| and
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and facred, ereted in the colony. They 1mp1ouﬂv declared, that they
were immediately {ent from God; and blafphemoully aflerted, they were
infallibly afiifted by the Holy Spirit : they alfo pretended to defpife the
power of the civil magiftrates, and gave great difturbance to the govern-
ment ; difluading the people from bearing arms, and declaring all mili-
tary defence unlawful to Chriftians. This docirine was deemed particu-
larly dangerous to an infant ftate furrounded by Indian enemies: on
which account they were imprifoned, and their books ordered to be pub-
lickly burnt. The court pafled fentence of banifhment againft them all;
though at this time there was no fpecial provifion by law for the punith-
ment of Quakers, who came within a colony law againft heretics in
general. At the next feflions an a& was pafled, laying a penalty of one
hundred pounds upon the mafter of any veflel who fhould bring a known
Quaker into the colony, and requiring the mafter to give fecurity to
carry the Quaker back again ; as alfo that the %aker fhould be feverely
whipped, and kept to hard labour until tranfportation. A further pe-
nalty’of five pounds was laid for importing, and the like for difperfing
Quakers books, with fevere penalties for defending their heretical opi-
nions.

Three perfons were punithed under this a&, which was not f{uflicient 1057,
to deter other Quakers from coming into the country ; and thc general
court made the following more fanguinary laws : ¢ That whoever brought
any Quaker there fhould forfeit 100/ That thofe who concealed a
Quaker, knowing him to be fuch, fhould pay forty thillings an hour for
fuch concealment: and any Quaker, after the firft convi@tion, if a man,
was to lofe one ear, and a fecond time the other; a woman, each time to
be feverely whipped, and the third time, man or woman, to have their
tongues bored through with a red hot iron ; befide every Quaker, who
fhould' become fuch in the colony, was fubjeted to the like punith-
ments.”> Three Quakers had their ears cut off accordingly, yet others 1658,
arrived; and a farther law was made' for punithing with death all
O\akers who fhould return into the jurifdi&ion after banifhment. Some
were imprifoned, others whipped ; feveral banifhed, and a few hanged;
which proceedings were very un_]ufhﬁable

Such-a degree of perfecution raifed a great clamour againft'the govern- 3¢ ¢q,.
59-
ment, and fullied the glory of their former fufferings, from the epifcopal
power,. “for now it appeared, that the New England Puritans were no 4,
better friends. to liberty of confcience-than their adverfaries; and that
the queftion between them was not, whether one party of Chriftians
3 . ould.
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fhould have power to opprefs another, but who fhould have that
power.” Great rumbers of the common people Were.offended at thefe
procecdings, as well as the generality of fober perfons in the feveral na-
tions of Forove, which obliged the magifltrates to publifh a declaration

in vindication of themiclves, as agreeable to the example of England in
their provicen againt Jeluits,

Tt has been obferved, upon this declaration, that the law of putting
Goiakers 10 death was contrary to the laws of England, and confequently
a torfuiture of the coleny charter; the court began to be fenfible that
the putting men to deatl: for their religious proceedings was odious in
the eye of the world; that in the cafe of the Quakers it could not an-
fewer their ends, for the more they perfecuted, the more bloody work
they Lad upon their hands; therefore it was refolved to whip them as
vagatends.  The Reftoration of King Charles II. was alfo favourable
to ii @ Quakers, who lLiad intereft to prevail upon that Monarch to put
a ftop to the fufferings of their friendsin New England, and to obthin an

‘order to the following effect : ‘¢ That his Majefty having been informed

that feveral of his fubje@s in New England had been and were impri-

foned there, whereof fome had been executed, and others were in dan-

wer to undergo the like ; his Majefty thought fit to fignify his pleafure

in that behalf for the future, and required, that if any of thofe people
called Quakers were there then condemned to fuffer death, or other corpo=

ral punithment, or that were imprifoned, and obnoxious to the like con-
demnation, the magiftrates were to forbear to proceed any further there-
in, but fhould forthwith fend the faid perfons over to England, toge-
ther with their refpective crimes, or offences laid to their charge; to the

-end fuch courfe might be taken with them there, as fhould be agreeable

to his laws and their demerits.”

This put an effetual ftop to the {ufferings of the Quakers on account
of their principles ; but fome of them were afterward punithed as vaga-
‘bonds, and criminale againft the ftate. Tt would have been more rational
it the magiftracy or the Maflachufets had dire@ed their moft eminent
Minifter to anfwer Mr. Barclay’s Latin Treatife for Quakerifm in the fame
lan~usge on account of its univerfality.  The people called by the ludi-
crous ruine of Quakers were afterward remarkable for a laudable fru-
gality, reciprocal friendfhip, and moral honefty. They attained a con-
fiderable intereft in the Commonwealth; peerage-like, they were in-

«dulged with affirmation, inftead of a judicial oath’; and in New England

ticy were exempted by laws from paying rates to the townfhip minifters.
From
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From 1656 to 1660, there are few other facis relative to the public
affzirs of the colony that are worth tranfmitting to pofterity. The rapid
increafe of the Maflachufets Colony, together with the figure which

many of the firft {ettlers made in England before their removal, and .

the correpondence which they maintained with their friends of great
diftinCtion there many years after, eclipfed the colony of New Ply-
mouth, whofe growth and progrefs would otherwife have been thought
confiderable.

Vou. L - R SECTION
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SEXCTION IV.

N, Fadwest chojen governor, and M. Bellingham deputy-goverior, in
1660, The Alaflachufets corporation congratulates King Charles 11. on
his refloration.  His Majefty's letter in anfwer. The King proclaimed
in Newo Eugland, ix 1661, Declaration of the general court of the
Maffachufets of their vights by chaiter. Synod held at Boflon, in 1662,
conceriing baptifin of injaats.  Hampfbire county eftablifbed. — M-
niffers arrive in Newo England, in 1603, after the act of unmiformuty.
The colonies of Connecticut and Newo Haven united by chartery i 1604.
New York conquered from the Dutch.  Comimiffioners appomted by the
King to fuperintend the government of the colonies in New England.
Addrefs of the general court of the Maflachufets colony to bis Majefty
thercon. — Letter from Lord Chancellor Clarendon to the Maflachufets
corporation avainft their addrefs. The propofitions of the commiffioners
to Plymouth jurifdiction.  Mr. Endicot dies in 1665, and is fucceeded
as governor of the Maffachufets by Mr. Bellingham. Form of the oath
of allegiance taken there.  Statz of the colony. Difputes betwveen the
commiffioners and the general court in 1666,

HE government of New England fubmitted to all the changes in
Old England for the laft twenty years: they owned the parliament,

acquiefced in the Commonwealth, fubmitted to the Protetor, and at laft
addrefled the King.

Mr. Endicot was chofen governor, and Mr. Bellingham deputy-go-
vernor in 1660, when Simon Bradftreet, Efq. fecretary of the Maflachu-
{ets ~olony, and the reverend Mr. John Norton, were fent with an addrefs
ot congratulation to his Majefty, upon his acceflion to the throne of his
anccfloss, in which the colonifts made fignal expreflions of their loyalty,
and cndcavoured to juftify their condu&t toward the Quakers. ;They
told the King, that the Quakers were open capital blafphemers; open
feducers from the glorious Trinity, the Lord Chrift, the bleffed Golpel
and from the Holy Scriptures, as the rule of life; open enemies to go-
vernment 17lfy as eftablithed in the hands of any but men of their
own prindple; malignant promoters of doCrines diretly tending to fub-
vert both church and ftate. After which, the Colonifts fupplicated his
MNagefty for ns gracious protection of them in the continuance both of
their civil and religious libertics, according to the grantees known end
of {uing for the patent conferred upon the plantation by his roval father.

The
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The King received their addrefs in a gracious manner, and fent back
letters to the colony, fignifying, that the expreflions of their loyalty and
affe@ion to him were very acceptable; that he would confirm their pri-
vileges, and give them all kind of protection and encouragement. The
colonifts, however, were not fatisfied with the condu&t of their agents,
who might have flattered the court too much, or promifed more for their
country than they ought. -

His Majefty’s gracious pardon to all his fubjects was likewife declared,
for all treafons during the late troubles, except to fuch as ftood attainted
by a& of parliament, if any fuch fhould have tranfported themfelves
thither : but then it was required, ¢ That all their laws fhould be re-
viewed, and fuch as were contrary or derogatory to the royal authority
and government fhould be annulled 4nd repealed ; that the oath of alle-
giance fhould be duly adminiftered ; that the adminiftration of juftice
fhould be in the name of his Majeﬁy ; that freedom fhould be given to
all fuch as defired to ufe the Book of Common Prayer, and perform their
devotions in the manner eftablithed in England; and that they might
not undergo any prejudice thereby, all perfons of good and honeft lives
and converfations fhould be admitted to the Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper, according to the Book of Common Prayer, and their children
to Baptifm : that in the choice of governor and afliftants, the only con-
fideration to be had fhould be of the wifdom, virtue, and integrity of
the perfons to be chofen, and not of any fa&ion with reference to opi-
nions and outward profeflion: that all frecholders of competent eftates,
though of different perfuafions concerning church government, fhould

have their votes in the eleCtion of all officers, civil and military ; and
finally, that this letter fhould be publifhed.”

Whaley and Goffe, who had been two of the profcribed regicides,
arrived at Bofton ; and the governor reccived a royal mandate to fecure
them : but they were fecreted in feveral parts of New England for many
years.

The King was not proclaimed in the colony until the 7th of Auguft
1661, when it was done in the following form : ¢ Forafmuch as Charles
II. is undoubted King of Great Britain and all other his Majefty’s terri-
tories and dominions thereunto belonging, and hath been fome time
fince lawfully proclaxmed and crowned accordingly ; We therefore do,
as in duty bound, own and acknowledge him to be our Sovereign Lord
and King, and do therefore hereby proclaim and declare his facred Ma-
jefty Charles II, to be lawful King of Great Britain, France, and Ire-
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land, and all other the territories thereunto belonging: God Save the
King.”

All procefles were ordered to be iffued in his Majefty’s name; a com-
mittee was appointed to confider of other matters; in confequence of
whofe report, at the feflions of the general court, held at Bofton the fame
year, a formal declaration was made of their charter rights.

Great debates arofc among the minifters of New England concerning
the right of the grandchildren of church members to the Sacrament of
Baptifm, whofe immediate parents had not entered into the communion.
The importance of this matter {prung from hence: the minifters bap-
tized none but the children of thofe of their communion; fo that if,
either through fear, or any other motive, they did not become a&ual
church members when they were of age, none of their pofterity could
be admitted to Baptifm ; and this was become a very common cafe, fince
the grandchildren of the firft planters began to rifc up in the world.
The difpute began in Conneicut, but foon became general, and a
fynod of the elders and meflengers of all the churches in the Maflachu-
fet colony was convened at Bofton, in the month of September, by
order of the general court.

The refult of this {ynod was printed by order of the general court, and
is particularly mentioned by their ecclefiaftical writers, who obferve, that
almoft all the churches of New England were divided upon this occafion.

The inhabitants upon Conneticut River being increafed to the three
townthips of Springheld, Northampton, and Hadley, werc made a
county, by the name of Hampfhire, at the feflions of the general court.

The {pirit of the church ran very high in England againft the Prefby-
tertans and Independents, with whom the bithops would come to no
terms, but by an act of uniformity, which took place on St. Bartholo-
mew’s day.  About two thoufand minifters were turned out of their bene-
fices, and fome of them followed the example of their predeceflors, the
Puritans, by removing to New England, where they {pent the remainder
of their lives,

Some violent fhocks of an earthquake were felt in New England, which
fprecad an univerfa] confternation among the people, but no confiderable
damage enfued.

' ThC
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The colonies of Conneéticut and New Haven were united by the royal
charter, which was obtained by John Winthrop, Efg; fon of the late
governor of the Maffachufets ; and the United Colonies ele@ted him annu-
ally their governor as long as he lived.

The war between the Englith and Dutch breke out about this time,
and King Charles II. was refolved to difpoflefs the Dutch of their fettle-
ments upon Hudfon’s River, which was firft difcovered by Captain Hud-
fon, an Englithman, who fold it to the Dutch in 1608, without confent
of the crown: the King therefore looked upon the Dutch as intruders,
and made a grant of the whole country called Nova Belgia to his brother,
the Duke of York, who gave it the name of New York. A fquadron of
men of war, with fome land forces, under the command of Sir Robert
Carre were fent to expel the Dutch, who were eafily reduced, and fub-
~mitted to the Englith government.

Sir Robert Carre, Colonel Richard Nichols, George Cartwright, and
Samuel Maverick, Efgrs. were alfo commiffioned to call at New England,
to hear and determine fuch differences as fubfifted among the Colonies:

The commiflioners alfo brought with them letters from his Majefty to
the feveral colonies, and particularly one to the governor and council of
New Plymouth, wherein his Majefty declared, that ¢ he took tl:cm into
his immediate protetion, and had ordered the commiflioners to fettle the
bounds and jurifdi®ions of the feveral colonies.”

The line between the Maflachufets and Plymouth was fully and ami-
cably fettled and furveyel, by a committee from cachcolony, whofe return
was accepted by the general courts, and ordered to be recorded.

From the refloration until the charter was vacated, the colony never
ftood well in England; fo that the principal perfons, both in church and
ftate, were always apprehenfive they fhould be deprived of their privileges.
The commiflioners arrived at Bofton in July, and opened their commif-
fion; in confequence of which, the general court of the Maflachufets co-
lony drew up a long addrefs to the King, concluding thus: ¢ Royal Sir,
it is in your power to fay of your poor people in New England, they
fhall not die. If we have found favour in the fight of our King, let our
life be given us at our petition (or rather that which is dearer than life,
which we have ventured our lives and willingly paffed through many deaths
toobta'n) andour all at our requeft: Let our government live, our patent
live, our magiftrates live, our laws and liberties live, our religious enjoy-
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ments live; fo thall we all yet have farther caufe to {uy from our hearts,
Let the King live for ever.”

The Colonifts alfo fent fupplicatory letters to feveral of the nobility,
and particularly to the Lord Chancellor Clarendon, who fent a letter to
the Nallachufets colony, directed to ¢ the Governor and Gcntle;men,”
whercin his lordfhip informed them, ¢ That he had perufed their peti-
tion to his Najefty, and confefled to them, he was fo much a friend to
their colonv, that if the faime had been communicated to nobody but him-
fcli, he fhould have diffuaded the prefenting the fame to his Majcfty,
who, he doubted, would not think himfelt well treated by it, or the fin-
cular care he had exprefled of his fubjeéts in thofe parts f{ufliciently ac-
l:nowledged : but fince he found, by their letter to the Lord Chamberlain
and Mr. Boyle, that they expetted fome effect from their petition, upon
conference with them, they had all agreed not to hinder the delivery of
it, though he had read to them the inftru&tions the commiflioners had ;
and they confeffed that his Majefty could not exprefs more grace and
goodnefs for that his plantation, nor put it more out of their power, in
any degree, to invade the liberties and privileges granted to them by his
charter : That he knew not what they meant by faying, the commiffioners
had power to exercife government there altogether inconfiftent with their
charter and privileges; fince he was fure their commiflion was to fee and
provide for the due and full obfervation of the charter, and that all the
privileges granted by that charter might be equally enjoyed by all his Ma-
jefty’s fubjects there: He knew they were exprefsly inhibited from inter-
meddling with, or inftruting the adminiftration of juftice, according to
the forms obferved there; but if, inany extraordinary cafe, the proceed-
ings there had been irregular, and againft the rules of juftice, as fome
particular cales, particularly recommended to them by his Majefty, feemed
to be, it could not be prefumed that his Majefty would leave his fubje@s
of New England without hope of redrefs by an appeal to him, which his
fubje@s of all his other kingdoms had free liberty to make.”

The propofitions of his Majefty’s commiffioners to Plymouth’s jurif-
di&ion were as follow :

“ 1. That all houfeholders, inhabiting in their colony, take the oath
of allegiance; and that their adminiftration of juftice be in his Majefty’s
name. 2. That all men of competent eftates and civil converfation,
theugh of different judgment, might be admitted to be freemen, and have
hiterty to chonic and be chofen officers, both civil and military. 3. That
all men 2ad woemen of orthodox opinicus, competent eflates, knowledge,

civil



MASSACHUSETS BAY.

civil lives and not fcandalous, might be admitted to the Sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper, and their children to Baptifm, if they defired it; either by
admitting them into the congregation already gathered, or permitting them
to gather themfelves into fuch congregations where they might enjoy the
benefit of the Sacrament, and that difference in opinion might not break
the bonds of ‘peace and charity, 4. That all laws and expreflions in laws
derogatory to his Majefty, if any fuch had been made in the late trouble-
fome times, might be repealed, altered, and taken off from the file.”

The court confented to the firft, fecond, and fourth of thefe propofi-
tions; but they made fome exceptions to the third; and declared, ¢ that
the league between the four colonies was not with any intent to caft off
their dependance upon England ; a thing which they utterly abhorred.”

Mr. Endicot, the governor of the Maflachufets, died the 1 5th of March,
1665, and was interred at Bofton witH*®reat honour and folemnity. He
was {ucceeded by Mr. Bellingham ; after which many altercations paflfed
between the Kings commiffioners and the general court, the latter of
whom prefcribed the oath of allegiance in the following form:

“ Whereas I, A. B. am an inhabitant within this jurifdiction, confider-
“ ing how I ftand obliged to the King’s Majefty, his heirs and fucceflors,
by our charter and the government eftablithed thereby, do {wear accord-
ingly, by the great and dreadful name of the ever-living God, that I
will bear faith and true allegiance to our fovereign Lord the King, his
heirs and fucceflors :
¢ So help me God.”

For the form of their Conftitution, they referred to their patent; and
alleged, ¢ That the annual charges of government were about 1200/, for
their ecclefiaftical conftitution ; but they had none impofed by civil autho-
rity ; all that was enjoined by that, was attendance on public worthip on
Lord’s days and other occafional days. That the people who maintained,
alfo chofe, their minifters, whofe adminiftrations were known, and they
hoped confonant to the word of God; or if any deviated, in fuch cafe
they made ufe of a {fynod and the civil authority. That the militia con-
fifted of about four thoufand foot, and four hundred horfe: that they had
a fort at the entrance of Bofton harbour, with {ix guns; two batteries in
the harbour, and one at Charles Town. That the number of their thips
and veflels were, about eighty from twenty to forty tons; about forty
fromforty to one hundred tons; and about a dozen thips above one hua-
dred tons.” 3 |

The
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I'he commiffioners in their reply faid, ¢ They fuppofed the King and
his council, and the Church of England, underflood the wor(} of God as
well as the Maflachufets corporation: they feared fuch aniwers would
highly offend the King; and advifed to an ingenuous and free cqnfent to
what he defired.” The court then fent a meflage to the commiffioners,
whereby they defired to be excufed from a direct anfwer to the queftion,
« Whether they acknowledged his Majefty’scommiffion i” They cholerather
“ to plead his Majefty’s charter, and his {pecial charge to the commiflioners
not to difturb them in the enjoyment of it; but they were ready to give
fuch an account of their proceedings, as that the commiffioners might be
able to reprefent their perfons and acions to his Majefty.” The commif-
fioners infifted on a dire& anfwer to their queftion; to which the court
declared, ¢ It was enough for them to give their fenfe of the powers
granted to them by charter; and that it was beyond their line to deter-
mine the power, intent, or purp% of his Majefty’s commiflion.”

The commiffioners then fummoned the governor and company of the
colony to appear before them, to anfwer the complaint of Thomas Dean
and others, for injuftice done unto them; but the court drew up a decla-
ration againft {uch proceedings, and ordered the fame to be publifhed by
found of trumpet. The commiflioners referred the whole to his Majefty,
and broke off from any further conference; after which, they went to
New Hampfhire and the province of Main, where they appointed juftices
of the peace, and exercifed divers acts of government. They had no bet-
ter {fuccefs at Conne@icut than in the Maflachufets colony; but they met
with lefs oppofition at Plymouth and Rhode Ifland.

The government of the colony apprehended they fhould not be thought
culpable for refufing an entire {fubmiflion to the abfolute authority of the
commiflioners, which muft have {uperfeded their charter; and if this au-
thority had been once admitted, they would have found it very difficult
ever after to have ejeCted it. Some part of their conduét may appear
extraordinary ; particularly their refufing to make the oath of allegiance
neceflary, unlefs with reftrictions and limitations; and to caufe all pro-
ceedings at law to be more exprefsly in his Majefty’s name and by his
authority : But it fhould be obferved, that thofe perfons who had the
greateft influence among them, had fome fingular fentiments upon the
nature of civil {ubje@ion, which they diftinguifhed into neceflary and
voluntary. That from actual refidence within any government neceffarily
arofe fubjection, or an obligation to fubmit to the laws and authority
thereof ; but birth was no neceffary caufe of {ubje@ion. That the fubjects

of
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of any prince or ftate had a natural right to remove to any other flate, or
to another quarter of the world, unlefs the ftate was debilitated and en-
dangered by fuch an emigration; and even in that cafe, if they were de-
prived of the right of all mankind, liberty of confcience, it would juftify
a {eparation; and, upon their removal, their {fubje&tion determined and
ceafed. That the country to which they themfelves had removed was
claimed and poffefled by independent princes, whofe right to the fove-
reignty thereof had been acknowledged by the Kings of England. They

therefore looked upon themfelves obliged, and accordingly, as appeared

by their records, actually had purchaled, for valuable confiderations, not
only the foil, but the dominion, lordfhip, and fovereignty of thofe princes;
and without fuch purchafe, in the fight of God and men, they had no right
or title to what they poflefled. That the King, indeed, in imitation of
other princes of Europe, who laid claim to countries merely from the dif-
covery of them, had granted this country to certain of his fubje&ts; and
the firft planters thought it proper to purchafe the title of fuch grantees,
to prevent moleftation from them or from other ftates; and they had alfo
received a charter of incorporation from the King, containing a mutual
compadl, from whence arofe a new kind of fubjettion, to which they
were held, and from which they never would depart.

This was what they called voluntary civil fubje&ion, arifing from com-
pact; from whence it followed, that whatfoever could be brought into
queftion relative to their {ubjeCtion, muft be determined by their charter.
In a fhort time, however, they were contented fully to comply with the
oath of allegiance without qualifying it, and to give up other points which
they had before infifted upon: And their pofterity, who claim by birth-
right as well as charter the peculiar privileges of Englithmen, and who
enjoy the prote&tion, are very fenfible that they likewife owe the alle-
giance of Englith fubjecs, which, by a general rule of law, is not confi-
dered as local, but perpetual and unalienable,

_The King recommended, by a letter dated the 22d of February, 1663,
to the governor and council of the Maflachufets, an expedition againit
Canada ; to which the court, in their anfwer to Lord Arlington, July 17,
1666, faid, that * having confulted with Sir Thomas Temple, governor
of Nova Scotia; and with the governor of Connefticut, they concluded it
was not feazable at prefent, as well in refpect of the difliculty, if not im-
poflibility of a land march over the rocky mountains and howling deferts,

about four huudred miles, as the ftrength of the French there, according

to reports.”

VoL. I. S His
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His Majefty fent a letter, dated the roth of April, 1666, to the colony
of New Plymouth, acknowledging his having received a fatisfattory ac-
count from his commiflioners, both of the good reception they had given
them, and alfo of their dutifulnefs and obedience to him.

Another letter of the fame date was alfo {ent by the King to the Maffa~
chufets colony, requiring deputies to be fent to England to anf{wer to the
complaints of his commiffioners of oppofition to their authority; and
commanding the colonifts to annul their proceedings relative to that
affair.

This letter was delivered by Mr. Maverick to the governor, when he
was aflifting in a court of afliftants for the trial of caufes; affirming it
came under cover with a letter from the King to Sir Robert Carr and the
other commiffioners. The governor aifembled a {pecial court on the 11th
of September, to confider of the letter; and the elders were defired to give
their advice. Several perfons petitioned the general court to comply with
the royal order; but they were cenfured for intermeddling : Some of the
elders, however, inclined that the two magiftrates thould be fent, and
thought they ought to obey for confcience fake; but this was oppofed by
others, who urged, ¢ that if two might be fent for, {o might ten; that
the civil magiftrate was the minifter of God for the good of the people,
and {o far as his commands tended to their good, they ought to obey ; but
none would fay it was for the good of the colony to fend away their rulers.”
At laft it was agreed to fend Mr. Secretary Morrice a letter, wherein the
court feemed willing to doubt the genuinenefs of his Majefty’s letter ; and
excufed themfelves from fending any perfons over; fuppofing the ableft

among them could not declare their caufe more fully than it had been.
already done.

The commifiioners influenced fome of the inhabitants of the towns in
New Hampfhire to {ign a petition and complaint to his Majefty of the
wrongs they had fuftained from the Maflachufets, ¢ who had ufurped the
government over them:” but this was oppofed by the majority, who
declared their diffent; and all the towns defired to be confidered as part
of the Muaflachufets colony, as they had been for many years before.

Mr. Danforth, Mr. Luther, and Mr. Leveret were alfo appointed to
fettle the peace in the province of Main, by bringing the people to an
orderty fubmiilion; which was attended with fome difficulty.

As
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- As to the proceedings between the commiffioners and the colony, it
appears, on the one hand, that the government had not fufficient excufe
for non-compliance with what the King required ; which might have pre-
vented fuch a commiffion from ifTuing. But, on the other hand, tha:
commiffion feems a firetch of power, which might fuperfede the charter
in many refpe&ts; and in the conduc of the general court, upon this occa-
fion, there 1s no appearance of an obflinate perverfe fpirit, but a modeft
fteady adherence to what they imagined their juft rights and priviieges.
At the fame time they endeavoured, not only by repeated addrefles and
profeflions of loyalty to appeafe his Majefty, but they purchafed a fthip-
load of malfts, the freight whereof coft them fixteen hundred pounds fter-
ling, and prefented the fame to the King, who graciouily accepted that
teftimony of their affection. Befide, as the fleet in the Wefl Indies was
in want of provifions, a f{ubfcription and contribution were recommended
through the colony, for bringing in provifions to be fent to the fleet for
the fervice of his Majefty ; and it appears by the record that feveral towns
liberally fubfcribed.

About two hundred and fifty of the inhabitants of St. Chriftopher’s had
been taken by the French, and were brought to Befton, where others were
expelted, and provifion was made by the court for the relief and fupport
of fuch as were in neceflity. And upon the news of the great fire in
London, a large colle@tion was made through the colony for the relief of
the fufferers.

From 1666 to 1670, Mr. Bellingham was annually chofen governor,
and Mr. Willoughby deputy-governor. Mr. John Wilfon, the firft mi-
nifter of Bofton church, died on the 7th of Auguft, 1667, in the feventy-
ninth year of his age: he had been their paftor thirty-feven years, and
left a moft amiable chara&er.

Some extraordinary incidents occafioned the magifirates to promote a
¢ reformation of manners:” a letter was therefore printed, and addrefled,
from the governor and council, ¢ To the Elders and Minifters of cvery
town within the jurifdi€tion of the Maflachufets in New England;”
wherein they exhorted them to follow the examples of Holy Scripture,
and required them to be very diligent and careful to catechife and inftruct
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all people under their charge in the found principles-of the Chriftian Reli- - =~

gion: ‘ The effe@ual and conftant profecution thercof, they hoped,
would have a tendency to promote the falvation of fouls, :to fupprefs the .
growth of fin and profanenefs, to beget more love and unity among the

people, and more reverence and efteem of the minifiry.”
S 2 About
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About this time, the difpleafure of the government ran very high
againft the Anabaptifts and Quakers, who were feverely treated by ﬁnps,
imprifonment, and banithment; which occafioned a letter from the prin-
cipal diffenting minifters in London to the governor of the Maffachufets,
¢ befeeching him to make ufe of his authority and intereft, for the
refloring {uch to their liberty as were in prifon on account of religion,
and that their fanguinary laws might not be put in execution for the
future.”

The Anabaptifts in both Englands were certainly in fuch very low
repute at this time, that their enemies thought it not worth their while
to confute them with arguments, but took a fhorter way to ruin them, by
{lander and villany. The Quakers alfo renewed their complaints in
London concerning the fufferings of their friends in New England, where
none of the penal laws had been put in execution againft them fince 1661,
except what related to vagabonds.

The inhabitants of Bofton were now grown fo numerous, that the two
meeting-houfes would not hold them; thercfore a third church was
gathered out of the firft, and Mr. Thacher was appointed minifter. Mr..
Richard Mather, minifter of Dorchefter, died the 22d of April, 1669, ir
the 73d year of his age; he left behind him four fons, all educated for
the miniftry ; 1. Mr. Samuel Mather, firit fellow of Harvard College;
2. Nathaniel; 3. Eleazer; and 4. Do&or Increafe MNlather, father of
Po&or Cotton Mather, who wrote the Ecclefiaitical Hiftory of New Eng-
and.

"The colony began to make a greater figure than ever; for the report
made by the commiflioners to the King had produced no further troublec.
from England, where the plague, the fire of the metropolis, and the dif.-
ccntents among the people, operated in favour of the Colonies. The
Maflachufets governed New Hampthire and Main without oppofition 3
and were beginning {ettlements even further eaftward. The French were-
removed from their neighbourhood on the one fide, as alfo were the Dutch
and Swedes on the other. The trade of the colonifts was extenfive; and.
no cuftom-houfe was eftablithed. It is true, the a&s of parliament of the-
12th and 15th of King Charles II. for regulating the Plantation-trade,
were 1n force, but the governor, whofe bufinefs it was to carry them into-
execution, was annually to be eleGted by the people, whofe intereft it was
that they fhould not be obferved. Some of the merchants and principal
inhabitants became very wealthy, while a fpirit of induftry and frugality
p&cyailcd through the colony: but foon afterward happened a change of
affairs,

The
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The number of ftudents in Harvard College was fo much increafed, 1672.

that a contribution of 1895/ of which 800/ was colle&ted in Bofton, was
raifed to enlarge the building. With this money, and fome other affift-
ance, a new college was ere¢ted, which retained the original name: and,
on this occafion, the general court paffed a new a¢t for confirming the
college-charter, granted in 1652, and for encouraging donations to it.

Governor Bellingham died on the 7th of December, 1672, in the eightieth

year of his age: He was bred a lawyer, and was fevere in his principles
againft the Anabaptifts and Quakers, but of incorrupted integrity. John
Leveret, Efq. fucceeded Mr. Bellingham in the government of the Mafla-

chufets colony, and foon after died Mr. Thomas Prince, governor of Ply--

mouth colony, in the 73d year of his age, greatly beloved and univerfally

lamented, as a gentleman of amiable manners and uncorrupted integrity..

The ftri& union which had fubfifted between the civil and ecclefiaftical
parts of the conftitution, became much weakened and in danger of being
broke ; but neither the church of New Haven, nor the elders of the church
of Bofton could be wholly juftified in this. difpute,

The houfe of deputies appointed a committee to enquire into the pre-
vailing evils of the land, and they reported; ainong other caufes, the
declenflion from the primitive foundation work ; innovation in worfhip,
opinion, and practice; and. invafions of the rights, liberties,.and prtvi-
leges of churches..

Several of the minifters prefented an addrefs to the general court,
wherein they folemnly profefled that  they flill adhered to the fafe and
A{ober principles. of the congregational way, in oppofition to feparation,
morellian, or anarchical confufion and licentious toleration.” They made

this profeflion to vindicate their integrity and innocency from the charge.

of innovation and apoftacy..

The whole colony were evidently engaged in this difpute; for out of

fifty members, the number of the houfe this year, there were only twenty

of the former members ; which produced a profeffion, ¢ That the court.
would adhere to the primitive ends of their. coming over; and retain the.
fober principles of the congregaticnal way, and the practice of their.

churches, 1n their pureft and moft athletic conftitution.”

It is thus apparent, that the civil had a great attachment to the eccle-

fiaftical power ; and as long as the charter continued, .the clerical influence.

prevailed..

SECTION
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SECTION V. Y

Mr. Leveret chofen governor of the Maflachufets in 1673.~The war with
the Indians, called Philip’s war, i 16751 s origun, progrefs, and con=
clufion. The Englifb troops enter the country of the Narraganfets, and
compel them to fubmit to terms of peace and amity.  Philip and bis allies
defeated in feveral engagements.  Mr. 1infloso appointed general of the
united forces of the refpective colomies. The grand attack ‘upon five
thoufond Indians in their fortified jieamp. Ravages committed by the
Indians in 1676,  The death of Philip, cud end of the war. Remarks,
— Infurreclion of the Indians wn the eaflern ports of New England fup-
prefled.  General remaiks.

R. Leveret was governor of the Maffachulets colony in 1673, and
was annually continued till his death in 1676. His father, Mr.
Thomas Leveret, removed with his family from Bofton in Lincolnfhire,

in 1633.

The war with the Indians, commonly called Philip’s war, broke out
about this time, and endangered the very being of the colony. The
Englith, on their arrival, had fuch ideas of the Sachems, that refpect was
fhewn then: at the firft meetings, in fome proportion to what would have
been required by the prince of a petty ftate in Europe: but the fordid
minds ot the beft of them, and the little authority they had over their own
fubjes, foon rendered them contemptible. At New Plymouth, the go-
vernor, in the firft treaty with Maflafoiet in 1620, acquainted him that
King James confidered him as his good friend and ally; which was 1o
great an honour for Maffafoiet, who was content to acknowledge the king
to be his fovereign; and the next ycar the governor caufed the petty
Sachems to fign an inftrument, in which they owned themfelves to be
fubje&t to King James. The domeflic quarrels of the Indians were a fur-
ther {ecurity to the Englith, who endeavoured to reftrain them from an
open war with each other; yet kept up fo much contention as to prevent
a combination, and to make an appeal to the Englith, as umpires, necef-
fary from time to time.

Old Maflafoiet died in 1662, after which his two fons Wamfutta and
Metacomet came to the court of Plymouth, and requefted to have Englifh
names given them ; wheredpon the court named the elder brother Alcs-
ander, and the younger Philip : but notwithftanding their high pretenfions

of
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of friendthip to the Englifh, the court had foon after information that

Alexander was foliciting the Narraganfets to make war upon them. He
was prevented in this defign by Mr. Winflow, who brought him prifoner
to Plymouth, where he was treated with great humanity and refpect; but
his great {pirit {welling with revenge for the difgrace he was under, threw
him into a fever, which occafioned his death. He was fucceeded by his
brother Philip, a bold and daring young man, who thought it his tempo-
rary intereft to defire the continuance of that amity which had fubfifted
between the government of Plymouth and his late father and brother. At
the fame time he promifed, ¢ for himfelf and his fucceflors, to remain
fubje&s to the King of England, his heirs and fucceflors; to obferve fuch
conditions as had been formerly made, and particularly that he would not
unjuftly raife war with any of the natives, or difpofe of any lands without
the privity and appointment of the Englifh governor;” who, in return,
promifed ‘ to continue with him 1in friendthip, and to afford him fuch:
affiftance and advice as they juftly might.”
LA (o I
The Indians within the Maflachufets bounds were not under one gene~
ral Sachem, but divided into fmaller governments, which were brought to
acknowledge the fubjection of the Maffachufets: but the laws could not
reftrain all perfons from felling mufkets or ammunition to the Indians,.
who were generally furnithed with both, and were become expert mark{-
men in 1670, when the Pocanokets, or Wampanoags, under Philip, were
fufpected of hoftile intentions, and he was charged by the Englith with
being haughty, perfidious, and impious. In fa&, they charged him ¢ with
pride and ambition, in afpiring to the fovereignty of a country, which he
would have enjoyed as his inheritance if they had not prevented; with
perfidy, in breaking promifes made while under reftraint, ‘and in the
power of thofe to whom they were made; and with impiety, in refufing to.
receive his religion from his enemies.”

Philip was induced to meet the Englifh commiflioners at Taunton,
where a writing was drawn up, which he confented to fign, acknowledg-
ing his paft breach of faith, and promifing future ﬁdehty ‘He thereby
alfo engaged, ¢ to refign up to the government of New Plymouth all his
Englith arms, to be kept by them for their fecurity, {o long as they thould
fee reifon.” - His {ubmitting to the acknewledgment in wiiting was of
little confequepce becaufe the Indians in general will promife any thing
required of them to remove an impending. danoer Or to procure an lmme-
diate benefit. [Accordingly, when Philip was at liberty, he thought no
more of his engagements; and many firange Indians reforted to him.

At
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At this time there was a breach in the union between the colonies

‘from fome mifunderftandings, which were foon retified, and fome al-

terations made in the articles. The court of Plymouth wrote to the Maf-
fachufets, that they were preparing to make war againft Philip, who
came to Bofton, and agreed ¢ for himfelf, his council, and fubjeés, to
acknowledge themfelves {fubject to the King of England, and the govern-
ment of New Plymouth, and to their laws. To pay unto the govern-
ment of Plymouth one hundred pounds in fuch things as he had, in the
term of three years. To fend unto the governor five wolves heads
yearly. To fettle any difference between his people and the Englifh,
To make no war without the governor’s approbation; and not to dif-
pole of any lands without his confent.”

The Englith were too much inclined to confider the Indians as a race
ef beings by nature inferior to them, and born to fervitude. Philip was
a man of high fpirit, who could not bear to fee the Englifh extending
their fettlements over the dominions of his anceflors, and he could never
reft until he brought on the war which ended in his deftrution.

War was proclaimed in Bofton againft the Dutch, on the 28th of May,
1672, in confequence of the King’s ceclaration ot war publifhed in
England; and this was the firft inftance of any public declaration of
war in the colony. About the fame time, the union between the three
colonies was renewed by commiihoners, and ratified by the general court
at Bofton. The commiffioners were now to meet but once in three years,
unlefs upon extraordinary occafions; and the proportion of men, for
any general fervice, was {ettled for fiftcen years to come as follows ; Maf-
tachufets 100, Plymouth 30, and Conne&icut 6o.

The timber caftle at the entrance of Bofton harbour was accidentally
deftroyed by fire, on the 211t of March 1673 ; after which, a new for-
trefs of ftone was ere&ted, faid then to be a ftrong work.

From 1671 to 1674 there appears no material tranfa&ion relative to
the Indians; but it is aflirmed, that Philip was all that time engaging
them to unite againft the Englith in all parts of the colony. His prin-
cipal feat of refidence was at Mount Hope, from whence Lie removed to
other places for hunting and fithing, particularly to Namafket or Middle-
borough; and he had a hunting-houfe in Taunton, near a fwamp called
the Fowling-pond, which was afterward fet off from Taunton, and
with other lands made a town by the name of Raynham. The Indians
about Hadley intimated the defigns of Philip, whom the Narraganfets

were
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were to furnith with four thoufand men. The war was hurried on by
a piece of revenge which Philip caufed to be taken upon John Saufaman,
a praying Indian, who had been brought up in the profeffion of the
Chriftian religion, and difcovered to the governor of Plymouth the hof-
tile meafures that were taking by Philip; on which account the latter
got Saufaman affaffinated as he was travelling the country alone. The
murder was foon difcovered, and the two murderers apprehended by
the governor of Plymouth, who had them tried by a jury, half of whom
were Indians, upon whofe verdi€t they were conviéted, and executed, ac-
cording to the Englith laws,

Mr. Winflow was then governor of Plymouth, and wrote to Mr.
Leveret, the Maflachufets governor, as following : “ I do folemnly pro-
fefs we know not any thing, from us, that might put Philip upon thefe
motions ; nor have heard that he pretends to have {fuffered any wrong
from us, fave only that we had killed fome Indians; and intended to
fend for him{elf for the murder of Saufaman®.”  This a&tion of Philip,
in procuring the death of that Indian, who had been his principal coun-
fellor and fecretary, was confidered as a horrid crime ; but Philip looked
on Saufaman as a traitor and renegade, who had juftly forfeited his life.
‘The Indians left murderers to the revenge of relations and friends ; but
punifhed traitors by public execution.

The Indians at this time were not the fame kind of men as when Mr.
Winflow the father firft went againft them. The Englifh had been al-
moft fixty years among them, and had taught them, among other cuf-
toms, one very dangerous, the ufe and pratice of arms.

Philip was enraged at the punifhment of his fubjes by the Englifh
laws ; he affembled a numerous body of men, and plundered fomc part
of the colony in the neighborhood of Swanzey, where an Englifhman
was fo provoked, that he-fired upon an Indian, and wounded him. The
Indians killed and wounded feveral Englithmen ; upon which the Maf-
fachufets and Plymouth troops aflembled, and marched to Swanzey,
where they eftablifhed their head-quarters, being in all about three hun-
dred men, under the command of Major Savage and Captain Cudworth,
~ who purfued the Indians into a fwamp, and then ravaged their towns.

The Maflachufets government fent Captain Hutchinfon as their com-
miflioner to treat with the Naraganfets, who favoured Philip in their hearts,

* Dated July 4th, 1675.
Vor. I. T , and
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and waited only a convenient opportunity to declarc openly for him :
but the Englith army marched into the Naraganfet country, and obliged
thofe Indians to fubmit to the following terms: ¢ 1. That the Sachems
thould {eize and deliver up to the Englith governments all fuch of Phi-
lip’s fubje@s as thould come within their territories. 2. That they thould
ufe all a@ts of hoftility againft Philip and his fubjes until a ceffation of
arms. 3. That they thould make fatisfaltion to the Englifh for all in-
jurics, or deliver the offenders. 4. That all hoftile preparations fhould
ceafe. 5. That the Sachems fhould deliver up four of their principal
men as hoftages for the performance of this agreement. 6. The com-
miflioners engaged to the Sachems, that if they fhould {cizeanddeliver up
Philip alive, they fhould receive forty trucking cloth coats ; or twenty, if
they brought in his head ; for cach of his fubjects, the deliverer thould re-
ceive two coats, and one coat for every head. 7. The Sachems renewed
and confirmed to the Englifh all former grants. 8. And folemnly agreed
te remain true friends to the Englith governments.”

When the treaty was concluded, the Fnglith forces returned to Taun-
ton, and purfued Philip into a fwamp, where they loft fifteen men, and
killed feveral of the enemy, but were obliged to abandon the enterprize ;
which encouraged other Indians to commence hoftilities.

The Nipnets killed five people in the Maflachufets colony ; whereupon
Captain. Hutchinfon wus fent with twenty horfemen to Quabaog, or
Brookficld, from whence fome of the principal inhabitants accompanied
him toward the chief town of the Nipnets, who formed an ambufh of
three hundred men, and killed fixteen Englith, among whom was Cap-
tain Hutchinfon. The others efcaped to Quabaog, where the Indians
purfued, and burnt almoft all the houfes in the town.

Philip cfcaped from the fwamp at Pocaffet, and joined the Nipnets in
another fivamp about ten miles from Brookfield, with about forty men,
bohide women and children.  The Indians upon Connecicut River began
their hoftilities wbout the fame time ; as likewife thofe upon Merrimack
River 5 whereby the utmoft terror was firuck through the whole Mafla-
chulets cclony @ but Plymouth was lefs affected, becaufe the Naraganfets
had not engaged.

Several fkirmifhes happened about Hatfield, in which the Indians had
the advantage.  Hadley was attacked on the 1ft of September, while the
people were at church, as it was a Faft Day; which broke up the fervice,
and cbiiged them from prayers to have recourfe to arms, While they
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were in the utmoft confufion, a grave perfon is faid fuddenly to have ap-

peared in the midft of them, and not only encouraged the congregation

to defend themlelves, but fet himfelf at their head, and led them on to
encountcr the enemy, who by his condu&t were repulfed. As fuddenly,
the deliverer of Hadley difappeared ; and the people were left in confter-
nation, utterly unable to account for this firange phenomenon, which it
feems they were never able to cxplain®,

The commanders in that part of the country began to garrifon the
towns, and to colle& a magazine of provifions at Hadley. About four
thoufand bufhels of corn were in ftacks at Deerfield, where Captaia Lo-
throp was fent, with eighty men, to guard it down in carts: but they
were attacked by eight hundred Indians, who cut off all the Englith ex-
cept eight. Captain Mofeley was then quartered with his company at
Deerfield, and came out too late to refcue Captain Lothrop; but he kept
his men compac, and fought the whole number of Indians three hours,
with the lofs of only two men, until Major Treat came to his afiiltance,

with one hundred and fixty Mohegin Indians, and put the enemy to
flight.

The Springfield Indians had livedin fuch a good correfpondence with the
Englifh for about forty years, that great confidence was repofed in them;
but Philip induced them to take his part, and join in a plot to deftroy
the town. The ftratagem was happily difcovered; though too late to
prevent the Indians from deftroying feveral houfes and barns. This in-
ftance of perfidy appears to have increafed the jealoufies and fufpicions
of the other Indians in the vicinity of Bofton, although many went out
with the Englith forces againft the enemy.

An alarm was made at Bofton, about ten in the morning, on the 23d
of September, when twelve hundred men were in arms before eleven,
and all difmiffed before twelve, as it proved a falfe fignal by an intoxicated
centinel. At the feflions in O&ober, the general court ordered, ¢ That
no perfon thould entertain, own, or countenance any Indian, under the
the penalty of being a betrayer of the Maflachufets government. That
a guard be fet at the entrance of the town of Bofton; and that no In-
dian be fuffered to enter without a guard of mufketeers, and not to lodge

~ in town. That any perfon might apprehend an Indian, finding him in
‘town, or approaching it, and that none be permitted to come in by wa-
ter.”” Articles of war were alfo agreed upon by the general court, for the
better difcipline of their forces.

* Anecdote from Governor Leveret’s family.
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The Indians attacked Hatfield with all their force and fury, but were
repulfed, and withdrew to the Naraganfets country, which they made
their general rendezvous. The commiflioners of the United Colonies
therefore agreed, to raife one thoufand men, and march againft the ene-
my. The Maflachufets were to raife five hundred and twenty-feven ;
the remainder by the other two colonies ; and Mr. Winflow, the gover-
ror of Plymouth, was appointed gencral,
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The Maflachufets forces marched from Bofton, on the 8th of Decem-
ber, and were joined at Pettyguamfcot, on the 18th, by the Plymouth
and Conne&icut men. The night was ftormy, and the men had no
covering 3 but, at break of dav, they marched through the fnow about
fiftzen miles, until noon, when they arrived at the edge of the {fwamp
where th? enemy lay, to the number of about five thoufand men, who
knew ¢t the army coming aguinft them, and fortified themfelves with
all the art and ftrength in their power.  The Englith, fuddenly and un-
expeltedly fell in upon this fcat of the enemy, without drawing up in
order of battle, or confulting how to begin the afflault. The Indians
fired upon the Englith as they entered the fwamp, and followed them to
their fortrefs, which was upon a rifing ground, in the middle of the
fwamp, pallifadoed all round, and within a thick hedge. At one corner
only, was a gap the length of one log, where the breaft-work was not
above four or five feet high : but the Indians had placed a block-houfe
oppofite this paflage, at which the Englifh could enter, and no where
elfe.  The captains entered at the head of their companies : the two firft,
Johnfon and Davenport, were thot dead at the entrance, as were many
ot their men ; befide the Captains Gardner, Gallop, Sicly, and Mar- -
thal, likewife loft their lives. When the Englith were entered, they at-
tacked the Indians, who fought defperately, and Leat the Englith out of
the fort; bLut the Englith continued their attack about three hours, and
their advantage was fuch, that they began to fire the wigwams, which
were five or {ix hundred, and in many of them the Indian women and
children perithed; while the furvivors fled into a cedar fwamp at a little
difftance, without any neceflaries of life. The day was almoft fpent,

Chorch.  Which induced the Englith to retire, with their dead and wounded men,
ﬁgbhbard. who were eighty-five killed, and a hundred and forty-five wounded ;
ather. but the Indiaus loft one thoufand fighting men in the aion, befide
many old men, women, and children, who perithed by the fire, cold,

and famine. The Indians repoffeffed their fort, and the Englith forces

retired to Bofton. This was a very gallant a&ion, and the memory of

it ought to be preferved, for the honour of thofe that werc engaged in it.
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The Indians abandoned the Naraganfet country, and affanlted Lan-
cafter, on the 10th of February, when they burnt fome houfes, and
killed or captivated forty-two  perfons, among whom were Mrs, Row-
landfon, who wasthe minifter’s wife, and her children. Mifchief was alfo
done at Marlborough, Chelmsford, and Sudbury, about the fame time:
but, on the 21ft, the Indians fell upon Medfield, in which were two
hundred and fifty foldiers, who were unable to prevent them from buu -

ing half the town, and killing eighteen of the inhabitants, The in-
dians alfo burnt feven houfes at Weymouth on the 25th; but they com-
mitted no farther aés of hoftility nearer to Bofton, which was abouticven-
teen miles diftant.

Where Philip fpent the winter was never certainly known; fome corn-
jeGtured that he went to the Mohawks, others that he ventured to Ca-
nada, which his friends faid was his intention in the fall. Ee knew tl.c
premium fet upon his head, therefore difguifed and concealed himlclf,
fo that little wos heard of him until about the time he was {lain.

In March, the Indians attacked Northampton and Sprmgﬁeld upon
Coenneé&icut River, Groton, Sudbury, and Marlboroygh, in the Maffa-
chufets ; as alfo Warwick and Providence in Rhode Illand; where they
committed great ravages, burning the houfes, deftroving thc cattle, and
maflacring the inhabitants. Captain Peirce, at the licad of fifty Englifh,
and twenty Indians of Cape Cod, were drawn into an ambufhment, and
furrounded by five hundred Indians, who killed cvery Englithman, and
moft of the friendly Indians ; but the Englifh fought fo valiantly that they
flew about one hundred and fifty of the enemy. After this, the Indians
burnt forty houfes, befides barns, at Rehoboth.

In April, the Conne&icut men, under Mr. George Denifon of Ston-
ington, killed and took prifoners forty-four of the enemy ; and foon af-
ter he took and flew feventy-{ix more, without the lofs of 2 man in ei-
ther of thefe exploits. Between thefe two fuccefsful actions happened
an unfortunante one for the Maflachufets, who loft Captain Wadfworth,
and fifty of his men, in attempting to relieve Sudbury,

In May and June, the enemy appeared in various parts of the colony;
but their vigour abated, as their diftreffes increafed ; while the Mohawks .
attacked and killed fifty of them.

In July, the Conne&icut forces killed or took one hundred aud forty of
the enemy in the Naraganfet country. The Maffachufets and Plymouth
volunteers
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volunteers were equally fuccefsful in feveral parts; but no commander
was more fortunate than Colonel Church*, of Plymouth colony, who
made Philip his principal obje&, upen whofe life or death depended war
or ycace.  The captain was informed by an Indian, that Philip was re-

turned with many Indians to his old quarters at Mount Hope, where he

might bz eafily furprized.  Parties were fent out, who brought in many
Indians, and more furrendered upon promife of mercy, which obliged
Philip to {eek for his own fccurity.  He tled from one {wamp to another,
abandoned by his friends, until his uncle and fifter, and at laft his wife
and fon, were talen prifoners. Reduced to this miferable condition, he
was killed, on the 12th of Augufl, as he was flying from a party under
Colonel Church, out of a fwamp near Mount Hope. An Indian fhot him

through the heart: his body was quartered and {ct upon poles, and his

head was carried in public to Plymouth, where his fkull was preferved as

a curiofity.

This was a finithing ftroke, as the parties of Indians that remained un-
fubdued were drove from one {wamp to another; fo that before winter,
moft of them were killed, taken, or obliged to furrender; though a few
fled to the diftant Indians, or the French. In all the promifes ot mercy,
thofe were excepted who had been principal aCtors in any murders of the
Englith; and none had promife made of any thing more than their lives.
Many of the chiefs were therefore executed at Bofton and Plymouth;
moft of the others were fold, and thipped off for {laves to Bermudas and
other parts. There was fcarce a family in the two colonies that had not
loft a relation or friend, and the people in general were much exafperated.

The Indians in the eaftern parts of New England had fironger provo-
cations to quarrel with the Englifh than thofe in the weftern and fouthern
parts. 'The Indians bordering on the provinces of Maine and New
Hampthire, beyond Pifcataqua River, had carried on a very profitable
trade with the Englith, who had fettled there from the Maflachufets.
They treated the natives like flaves, of which they were truly fenfible;
and within a month after breaking out of the Philippic war, they gave
the Englifh to underftand, they would bear their infults no longer. En-
couraged by the example of the Wampanoags, Naraganfets, Nipmucs,
Saconets, and Pocaffets, the Tarenteens, or eaftern Indians, fell upon the
Englifh, deftroying their houfes and plantations as often as they had a
fair opportunity.

* He publifhed an account of his campaign.

- , The
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The government at Bofton, informed of the diftrefs that the Englith
were in, fent a body of men to their relief, under the command of Captain
Hathorn, Captain Syll, and others, who furprized four hundred Indians,
as they were buly in plundering Major. Waldron’s houfe at Quochecho,
and took them all prifoners. About two hundred, who were found in
arms, were fold for flaves; a few were executed for having been guilty
_ of murder; and the others were difmiffed, on a premife of committing no
farther hoftilities.

This blow difpofed the favages to treat with the governor and council of
the Maflachufets; fo that articles were agreed upon about three months
after the death of the Sachem Philip, between them and the Sachems of
Penobicot, who paid fuch little regard to the articles, that the Maflachufets
were obliged to fend Major Waldron, with two hundred men, to fee them
executed. This intimidated the Indians, who concluded a kind of general
peace, on terms not very honourable for the Englith, who were to allow
a certain quantity of corn yearly to the Indians, and pay a quit-rent for
their lands.

Such. was the end of this Indian war, that had continued eighteen:
months ; in which the Englith loft abeut three hundred and forty men,
but above three thoufand Indians perithed. This was a fatal ftroke to the
favages, who were perpetually dwindling away by inteftine wars and new
difeafes ; while the colonifts frequently had recruits from England, and

built feveral new towns and forts, in INew Hampthire and Main, within.
a few years.

In the height of the diftrefs of the war, and while the authority of the
colony was contending with the natives for the pofieflion of the foil, com-
plaints were making in England, which ftruck at the powers of govern-
ment; and an enquiry was fet on foot, which was continued from time
to time, until it finally iffued in a quo <ww.vranto, and judgment againft
the charter thereupon.. |
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SECTION VL

reuts [ont to England to anfwer the complaints againft the colomfls in
1677.—Mr. Leveret dies, and is fucceeded by Seinon Bradftreet, Efg.
o+ governor of the Maffachufets. Mr. Winthrop dies, and is fucceeded by
7iilliam Leety Efy. as governor of Connellicut and New Haven, i 1678,
—The cafe of the governor and company of Maflachufets Bay decided in
1679.  The colonsfts fubmit to the regulations made i England. The
agents relurn from England to Bofton qith the Ning’s /etler,.and requi-
fitions for the better government of the colony. New Hampfhire made an
independent government, and Jobu Cutt, Efg. appointed prefident in 1681.
— . Dudley and Mr. Richards fent as agents to England, in 1682, fo
dsternd the Maffachufets charter, then threatened with a quo warranto.
The wote of the governor and affiffants therecn in 1683. The New
Lnglard charters jurrendered. Henry Cranfield I,/q. oppointed governor
¢/ New England in 1684,  Ning Fames 1. proclaimed in Boflon.  Mr.
Dudley appointed prefident in 1686,  Refolutions of bun and bis council

COIZC(,’I"IZng‘ f/]fil’ COIRNILII0R.

1676. M R. Randolph was fent to the Maffachufets with his Majefty’s letter
of March 1oth, 1675-6, and copies of the petitions of Mafon and
Gorges. The King commanded that agents thould be fent over, to ap-
pear before him in {ix months after the receipt of the letter, fully in-
ftruted and impowered to anfwer. Governor Leveret fummoned a {pecial
court, to meet on the gth of Auguft, when it was agreed, ¢ That it
feemed unto them the moft expedient way of making anf{wer unto the
complaints of Gorges and Mafon, about the extent of the patent line, to
do it by appointment of agents, to appear and make anf{wer for them; fo
as to negociate the affair with fafety unto the country, and with all duty
and loyalty unto his Majclty, in the prefervation of their patent liberties:”
to which the reafons for their opinion were fubjoined.

1677 Mr. William Stoughton and Mr. Peter Bullley were chofen agents, and
went to England, where a hearing was had before the Lords of the Com-
mittee of the Council, upon the principal parts of their agency, in both of
which they were unfuccefsful.  The province of Main was confirmed to
Gorges and his heirs, both as to foil and government; and with refpelt
to Mafon’s claim, it was determined, that the Maflachufets had a right to
three miles north of Merrimack River, to follow the courfe of the river fo
tar as it ¢xtended : and that the expreflions in the charter could nor war-

rant the over-reaching thofe bounds by imaginary lines.
Governor
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Governor Leveret died, and was fucceeded by Simon Bradftreet, Efq.
John Winthrop, Efq. governor of the United Colonics, of Conneticut
and New Haven, alfo died about the fame time, and was {ucceeded by
William Leet, Efg. who had formerly been governor.

In all the confufions of grants, or copies of grants, the greatelt firefs
was laid upon that of the 7th of November 1629 upon which occafion,
Sir William Jones,. his Majefty’s attorney-general in England, gave his
opinion upon the'whole cafe, which was entirely in faveur of the colonifts;
. and a commiflion was iflued from the crown for the government of New
Hampfhire; whereupon the Maflachufets defifted from any further
exercife of jurifdigtion; except as to the towns of Salifbury, Amefbury,
and Haverhill, which, by their original grants from the Maflachufets co-
lony, extended above three miles from Merrimack.

The Quakers renewed their complaints againft the colony, for recent
a&s of intolerance; and fome other regulations occafioned murmurs
among the general part of the inhabitants, who found that excefiive pe-
nalties prevented profecutions, and that multiplying laws, with fuch pe-
nalties, impaired the weight and authority of the penal laws.

Several addrefles were made to the King from the general court, who
paffed fome laws in favour of the crown; particularly an aét to punifh
high treafon with death; and another, requiring all perfons above fixteen
years of age to take the oaths of allegiance, on pain of fine and imprifon-
ment. The governor and magiftrates took thofe oaths without any re-
fervation : the King’s arms were ordered to be carved, and put up in the
court-houfe ; but it was a more difficult thing to conform to the a&s of
trade, which the colonifts at firft apprehended to be an invafion of their
rights, liberties, and properties. They foon after, however, fubmitted to
the a&s of navigation and trade, which they ordered punttually to be
obferved, confidering that they were colonifls, and therefore fubjet to the
controul of the parent ftate,

This year died Jofiah Winflow, Efq. governor of Plymouth colony,
and the firft New Englithman that was advanced to that honour. He was
fucceeded by Robert Treat, Efq. and Mr. Thomas Danforth was appointed
deputy-governor of the Maflachufets, in which office he continued with
governor Bradftreet until the diffolution of the government.

The agents were detained in England until this time, and thought them-
felves not at liberty to return without the exprefs permiffion of his Ma-
Vor. L U jefty s
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jefty ¢ but the popifh plot prevented an attention to plantation affalrs,
and the agents were difmiffed at London, from whence they'c.ame to
Bofton, with the King’s letter of the 24th of July 1679, containing the
following requifitions:

¢« 1. That agents be fent over in fix months, fully inftruted to anfwer
and tranfa& what was undetermined at that time. IL Tbat liberty of
confcience be given to fuch perfons as defired to ferve God in the way of
the Church of Ingland, fo as not to be difcountenanced from fharing in.
the government, or fubjeed to other incapacities. 1II. That no other
diftin@ion be obferved in making of freemen, than that they had compe-
tent eftates, rateable at ten fhillings, according to the rules of the place,
and that fuch, in their turns, be capable of the magiftracy, and all laws
made void that obftruted the fame. IV. That the ancient number of
eighteen affiftants thould be obferved, as by charter. V. That all perfons.
in office thould take the oath of allegiance. VI. That all military com-
miffions, as well as the proceedings of juftice, thould run in his Majefty’s
name. VII. That all laws repugnant to the laws of England for trade,
thould be abolifthed.”

Few objeCtions were made to thefe inftructions, and the colony of Main
continued under the protection of the Maflachufets ; but New Hampthire
was made an independent government, and John Cutt, Efq. was appointed
the firft prefident.

The defign of taking away the colony charters now became evident
and a new matter of charge was brought in England againft the Mafla-
chufets; which was the coinage of money. The colonifts alleged, that
this cuftom began in the times.of the late confufions, to prevent frauds on
the pieces of eight current among them ; and if they had trefpafled upon
the royal prerogative, it was through ignorance.

Mr. Dudley and Mr. Richards were difpatched as agents to England;
and a public faft was obferved throughout the colony, to pray for the pre-
fervation of their charter and fuccefs to the agency. The agents, in their
firft letter to the general court, acquainted them, ¢ that his Majefty was
greatly provoked by their fo long negle@ing to fend agents; and the};
defired the court to confider whether it was beft to hazard all, rather than
fatisfy his Majefty as to the mode of fubmiffion to the laws for

- a _ regulatin
tade, ince they ferioufly intended to fubmit to the fubftance.’ 8 &

Lord
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Lord Radnor and Sir Lionel Jenkins threatened that a guo warranto
thould proceed: the colonifts refented it, and were determined to make no
conceflions of any privileges conferred upon the chartered colony.

It was determined a quo warranto fhould go againit the charter, and
that Randolph fhould be the meflenger of death. This man was an agent
for the King, and endeavoured all in his power to ruin the colony.

The agents arrived at Bofton on the 23d of O&ober 1683 ; foon afier
Randolph came over with the guo warranto, and a declaration from the
King, that ¢ if the colony before profecution would make full fubmiffion
to his pleafure, he would regulate their charter for his fervice and their
good.”

Two hundred copies of the proceedings againft the charter of the city
of London were fent, at the fame time, by advice of the privy-council, to
be difperfed through the province: but the governor and major part of
the affiftants defpairing of any fuccefs from fuch a defence, paffed the
following vote :

“ The magiftrates have voted, that an humble addrefs be fent to his
Majefty, declaring they would not prefume to contend with him in a courfe
of law; but fubmitted to his pleafure: And, for faving a default for non-
appearance upon the return of the writ of quo warranto, that proper per-
fons be empowered to make defence.”

There was not the leaft pretence of mifgovernment againft the Ply-
mouth company in their guo warranto; but thofe writs for ConneQicut
and New Haven were accompanied with a letter from the King, f{igni-
fying, if they refigned their charter, they might take their choice of
being under either Bofton or New York. They petitioned to remain as
they were; in which they judged very right.

Rhode Ifland had a valuable charter ; but the government there faw it
was in vain to difpute with a King, who had forced the city of London
to change its ancient rights and privileges for his will and pleafure, and
fubmitted to that mark of flavery. Hampthire and Main never had a
charter; but a fort of aflociation, which they readily refigned into the
hands of his Majefty, and afterward became a royal government, inde
pendent of the Maflachufets. ,

U 2 King
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168.4. King Charles having thus feized the charters of New E_ng]and, fent
over Henry Cranfield, Efq. to be governor, by a royal commiffion, which
fuverfeded Mr. Bradiireet, governor of the Maflachufets, Mr. Leet, go-
vernor of Conne@icut und MNew Haven, and Mr. Treat governor of Ply-
mouth : but the King died before any new government was fettled ; and
King James was proclaimed, on the zoth of April, in the high ftreet in
Bofien, with great ceremony.

o~
oo
[

The {ymptoms of an expiring conftitution were ftill to be difcovered ;
and feveral of the towns negleted to fend their deputies, fo that little
bufinels was done at the court. There appears to have been as much in-
ditference in the legiflature about public affairs in 1683, as they expetted
to ve fuperfeded cvery day.  The colonifts were informed that Colonel
Kirke was to be their governor, which made their condition feem very
deplozable.

1655, The cleciion 1w 1636 was on the 12th of May, when Jofeph Dudley,
Ef.. being left out, hir. Stoughton refufed to ferve; and, on the 13th,
the Rofe frigate arrived from England, with a commiflion to Mr. Dudley,
a3 prefident, and fome others, gentlemen of the council, to take upon
them the adminiftration of government. A copy of the commiffion was
prefented, and the following anfwer refolved upon by the court:

¢ That they conceived, Firft, That there was no certain determinate
rule for the adminiftration of juftice; and that which was, feemed to be
too arbitrary. Secondly, That the fubjects were abridged of their liberty
as Englithmen, both in the matters of legiflation and in laying of taxes,
and indeed the whole unqueftioned privilege of the fubjec transferred upon
the commiflioners, there not being the leaft mention of an affembly in
the commiffon; and therefore the court thought it highly concerned the
commiflioners to confider whether fuch a commiffion was fafe for the
whole: But if the commiflioners were fo fatisfied therein as that they
held themfclves obliged thereby, and took upon them the govern-
‘ment, although the court could not give their affent thereto, yet they

hoped they fhould demcan themielves as true and loyal fubjects to his
lajefty.”

The prefident and council met on the 2 5th, when the royal commiffion
was publithed.  The court appointed a committee to take into ther
cultody fuch papers as referred to the charter, and titles of land, by pur-

chafe
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chafe from the Indians or otherwife; which they ordered their fecretary to
deliver, and adjourned to the fecond Wednefday in O&ober.

About this time Mr. Hinckley, governor of New Plymouth, fent an
account of the praying Indians, then in that colony, to the corporation in
England; whereby it appeared, they amounted to 1439, befide boys and
girls under twelve years of age, which were fuppofed to be above four

thoufand.
PR 2
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SECTION VIL

From the diffolution of the charter in 1686, until the arrival of the province
charter w 1692,

THERE are no public records from the diffolution of the old charter
government in 1586, until the reftoration of i:in 1689; and if there
was any book of records, it was fecreted or deftroyed.

Mr. Dudley’s adminiftration was fhort, and not very oppreflive. The
houfe of deputies, indecd, was entirely laid afide; but the people fuffered
little from the change. Of a prefident and eighteen members of the
council, there was only one of the Church of Lngland: The juftices of
peace and officers of the militia were congregational men; fo that in the
main, the perfons only, and not the government, were changed *.”

Mr. Dudley the prefident, and Mr. Stoughton deputy-prefident, pro-
fefled a great attachment to the intereft of the colony, whofe church-wor-
thip had no moleftation; and the civil jurifdiction was managed as for-
merly. Trials were by juries as ufual, and cven in the vice-court of
admiralty, with fome exceptions as to the power of the marfhal in re-
turning jurors. Mr. Dudley confidered himfelf as appointed to preferve
the affairs of the colony from confufion until a governor arrived, and a
rule of adminiftration fhould be firmly afcertained: As prefident and
ordinary, he took all matters of wills and adminiftrations into his own
hands; fo that in general the old colony-laws were obferved, though the
government which framed them was diffolved.

Conneticut, Plymouth, and Rhode lfland continued their former ad-
miniftration, until the arrival of Sir Edmund Andros, a poor knight of
Guernfey, who had a commiffion from King James for the government
of New England, and landed at Bofton on the 2oth of December, when
his commiflion was publithed. :

This Sir Edmund Andros had been governor of New York, and the
beginning of his adminiftration in New England promifed very falutary
views. He made the ftrongeft profeffions of regard to the public good

* Randolph’s Letter to the Archbifhop of Canterbury.

2 and
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and the welfare of the people, both of merchants and planters; direGted
- judges to adminifter juftice according to the cuftom ot the place; ordered

the former eftablifhed rules to be obferved, as to rates and taxes; as alfo

that all the colony. laws, not inconfiftent with his comrmﬂion, {thould
be in force.

The major part of his. council ¥ were inclined to the public intereft,
and would have continued under the old form of government. With a
proper firmnefs of mind, they might have been ferviceable while they
held their places in council ;. but they were like the reeds of their co-
lony, and bowed. before the ‘blafts of Englith power.

Sir Edmund Andros has been reprefented as a bigotted Papift; nor is
it impoffible. He had: no affe&ion for his new council of New England,
yet he made fome of them his confidents: it was not long, however, be-
fore the cafe of fome, who apprehended themfelves opprefled, came under
confideration; when one of the council told them, ¢ They muft not think
the privileges of Englithmen would follow them to the end of world.””
This gave an alarm through the gove*nment, which. has never been.
forgot

There was bit one epifcopal minifter in the country ; and'Sir Edmund.
confidered the congregational minifters as laymen only; though there
had been few inftances of even .occafional aflemblies for religious wor-

fhip according to the rites and ceremonies of the church of England for-

upward of fifty years. One of the firft a@ts of power, after the change:
of government, was the reflraint of the prefs, and Randolph was licen-
fer ; but the moft grievous reftraint was that upon marriages, as none:

were allowed to marry except they entered into bonds with fureties tor .

the governor, to be forfeited if there fhould afterward appear to have:
been any lawful 1mped1ment

The ng favoured, them W4th a general toleration, Whlcﬁ diffipated.
the fears of the people from a perfecution ; but the more intelligent per=
fons fafpected this as an introdution to popery. Swearing by the book,.
which had never been practifed, was now introduced, and fuch as fcru-
pled it were-fined or imprifoned. The fees to all officers had been very:
low under the charter; but they became exorbitant under. the new ad--

miniftration..

% Thefe are not apparent upon any lift.
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As the charter was vacated, the greateft profits arole from patents for
lands; and the people weré told they had no titles to ‘their cftates, be-
caufe the general court had not made their grants ‘under 'the colony {cal.
In the latter-part of the adminiftration, propesrty becanie inore précarious,
and petitions were greatly multiplied. The governor and fome of his
council iinpofed arbitrary taxes upon the peopile, who thought themfelves
intitled to the liberties and immunities of free and natural-born Englifh
fubjeéts, and that-confequently no money ought to be exacted from them
but by their reprefentatives. They had no expeétation that :their char-
ter privileges in general would be reftored ; but they hoped tobe allowed a
a houfe of reprefentatives, even under fo arbitrary a prince.

There was a general fubmiffion to the taxes, and the affellments
were proportioned upon the inhabitants of the towns by officers ap-
potnted by themfelves; which makes it probable, that this was the rea-
fon of continuing to the towns fome of their privileges ; for every town
was fuffered to meet annually to ele¢t officers ; but all meetings for other
purpofes were ftrictly forbidden. A new model of government was in-
tended, but there was not time to accomplith it; and the old laws of
the colony feem to have continued the rule for adminiftration of juftice,
except where they were fuperfeded by arbitrary ordinances. The law
proccedings were more formal than they had been; but Mr. Dudley
and Mr. Stoughton were two of the judges of the fuperior court, and
neither of them inclined to comply with diCtatorial commands.

- The Indians upon the  frontiers, in the fummer -of 1688, renewed
their hoftilities, which were not immediately checked. The governor
raifed about eight hundred men to oppofe the Indians, who evaded his
purfuit, and efcaped without lofs'; but fome new forts were built ‘at Pe-
jypfcot and Sheepicot, to prevent their incurfions. '

The governor received a new commiflion, which was publithed, with
great ceremony, from' the balcony of the town-houfe. New York was
included in this commiflion; and Mr. Blaithwait wrote to Randolph as
follows : | | '

“If the unicn of all New England under one governor be acceptable
on your {ide the water, what will the joining and annexing to the fame
government be, of all the Englifh territories in America, from Dela-
ware Bay to Nova Scotia? This is already determined by his Majefty,
and a commiflion is in hand, conftituting Sir Edmund Andros governor

) allo
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alfo of New Yark, as united to New England : and for the two Jerfeys,
Jeire faciafes are expediting towards their union. This, befides other
advantages, will be terrible to the French, and make them proceed with
more caution than they have lately done.” About the fame time, advice
was received that the Queen was fafely delivered of a Prince, and a ge-
neral Thank{giving was ordered by the governor, with advice of the
council.

Thefate of New England depended upon that of the mother-country,
and Mr. Winflow came from Virginia in April, with a printed copy of
the declaration publithed by the Prince of Orange on his landing in
England. Mr. Winflow was committed to prifon, ¢ for bringing a trai-
terous and treafonable libel into the country,” as exprefled in the mitti-
mus: he offered two thoufand pounds bail, which was refufed ; and a
proclamation was iffued, ‘ charging all officers and people to be in readi-
.nefs to hinder the landing of any forces which the Prince of Orange
might fend into thofe parts of the world.” The old magiftrates and
principal inhabitants filently wifthed and fecretly prayed for fuccefs to
the glorious enterprize, and determined quietly to wait the event: but
more impatience was thewn by the populace, who feized and confined
the governor, fome of his council, and about forty other obnoxious per-
fons ; upon which the old magiftrates were reinftated, and fent a mef-
fage to the governor, importing, that, *“ tendering his own fafety, they
judged it neceflary, he fhould deliver up the government and fortifica-
tions, to be preferved and difpofed of according to order and direction of
the crown of England, which fuddenly was expected might arrive®.”

The governor complied, as he found it was in vain to refift ; and the
gentlemen aflembled in the council chamber drew up ¢ a declaration of
their grievances ;”’ which was read from the balcony or gallery of the
town-houfe, to a great concourfe of people, who heard it with fatisfac-
tion and applaufe t.

When the popular tumult was abated, the new council began to con-
fider what form of government they fhould eftablith, in the room of
that which was diffolved; they were joined by many other refpectable
perfons, and took the title of ¢ A Council for the Safety of the People,
and Confervation of the Peace.” They chofe Mr. Bradftreet their prefi-

* Dated at ¢¢ the Town-houfein Bofton, April 18th, 1689 :” direQed ¢ to Sir Edmund
Andros Knight.” : '

+ This declaration may be found at large in Neale, and other writers; but it is too
long to be inferted here. ' -

"Vou. L. X dent;
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dent; Mr. Addington clerk of the council; and Mr. Wait Winthrop
commander in chief of the militia: they alfo appointed officers in the
feveral ports for entering and clearing veflels ; and John Fofter and Adam
Winthrop were made treafurers.

Letters were difpatched to Plymouth and Connefticut, acquainting the
principal gentlemen there with what had been done at Bofton. Thofe
colonics alfo reaflumed their old form of government; but nothing paf-
fed relative to New Hampthire or Rhode Ifland. )

\/hea the news arrived at New York, Mr. Nicholfon, the lieutenant-
governor, fent a letter to the gentlemen aflembled at Bofton, remonftra-
ting againft their condu@, to which a fuitable reply was returned, in juf-
tification of the meafures purfued.

The reprefentatives of fifty-four towns met at Bofton on the 22d of
May, and foon difcovered a defign to reaffume the charter : forty of them
were for reaflumption, and two days were {pent in debates; but the ma-
jority of the council were againft it, and. the people without doors were
much divided in fentiments. On the 24th, the governcr and'magi-
ftrates, chofen in 1686, figned a paper, declaring ¢ their acceptance of
the care and government of the people, according to the rules of the
charter, for the confervation of the peace and fafety of the people, until,
by diretion from England, there was an orderly fettlement-of govern-
ment ; provided an addition fhould be made of fit perfons to aflift them,
as was defired, and that what had been before done be allowed, and the
flewards be reimburfed : this they did for the fatisfaCtion of the people,
and from the prefent neceflity ; nor would be underftood to intend an
affumption of the charter government. ‘¢ Their declaration was accepted
by the reprcientatives ; though all the gentlemen who had joined the
covernor and afliftants chofen in 1686, were excluded from the new
ccancl,

The next day, Mr. Winthrop, with moft of the other gentlemen who
had alted as members of the council, and who had a ftrong party in
favour of their continuing fo to a&, generoufly quitted all claim to ity °
“ in confidence that the people would be inviolably preferved in their
obedience to the dire(tions expected from England, and that the perfons
of all the gentlemen confined fthould be well treated, and promifed to en-
Geavour to pacify the people, who were diffatisfied on their account, and
to promote the public tranquility, as far as in their power.”

]
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- A fhip arrived from England on the 26th, with advice that King
William and Queen Mary was proclaimed; which was the moft joyful
news that New England ever received : the fears of the people fubfided,
and were fucceeded by pleafing hopes. On the 2gth, the proclamation
was publithed in Bofton, with the greateft ceremony, and rejoicing.

The reprefentatives of the feveral towns affembled at Bofton, the sth of
June, upon a new ele@ion, and the old government was refumed, which
had continued above fifty years ; but this was only the form, without
the authority.

Mr. Mather was a faithful agent for the colony in England, where the
houfe of commons voted * the taking away the charters of the plan-

tations to be a grievance;’ a bill pafled the houfe for reftoring charters,
g P g .

and thofe of New England were exprefsly mentioned : but while the
bill lay in the houfe of lords, the parliament was prorogucd.

- King William promifed Mr. Mather all the favour in his power for
the colonifts ; but hinted what had been irregular in their former govern-
ment : whereupon Mr. Mather undertook, they fhould reform any irre-
gularities, and Lord Wharton offered to be their guarantee. The King
intended to referve the appointment of the governor to himfelf; fo that
it was in vain to try for the reftoration of the old charter; and a new
one, with retention of fome old privileges, was all that could be ex-
pected ; but application was made, for exprefs power and authority to
exercife the colony government according to the old charter, until a new
one could be fettled ; which was granted.

Sir Edmund Andros, and the other perfons confined, were ordered to
be releafed, and fent to England, to juftify themfelves before his Majefty :
but the general court thought it proper to fend over two of their mem-

bers to join with Sir Henry Afhurft and Mr. Mather in maintaining the |

charges againft their oppreflors, as alfo to folicit that the chagter might
be reftored, with fome additional privileges, confonant to the fate of the
colonies: but they failed, by repofing too much confidence in the cour-
tiers of the day.

The Indians were inftigated by the, French to continue their depre~
dations upon the Englith in the province of Main and other parts adja-
cent to the Maflachufets Bay colony ; thercfore the general court medi-
tated an attempt both upon Port Royal and Quebec.

X 2 Sir

1$5

1689.



14
1690.

s

HISTORY OF BRITISH AMERICA.

Sir William Phips arrived in New England at this time, and he was
thought the fitteft perfon to command the forces upon fuch an expedi-
tion. This gentleman was a native of New England, and was born in
1650 at Pemaquid, where he kept fheep until he was eighteen years of
age, and then was bound apprentice to a fhip-carpenter. When he was
free, he fet up his trade, and built a thip at Sheepfcot ; after which, he
followed the fea, and hearing of a rich Spanifh fhip which had been
wrecked fifty years {ince near the Bahamas, he gave fuch an account of
it in England, that, in 1683, he was appointed commander of one of
the King’s frigates, the Algier Rofe of eighteen guns and one hundred
men ; in which fhip he went in fearch of the galleon, and failed. He
was foon after fitted out by the enterprizing Duke of Albermarle on a
fecond expedition, in a fhip called the Bridgewater Merchant of about
two hundred tons, at the outfet of about ten thoufand pounds. He was
fuccefsful in this attempt, and difcovered the wreck, out of which he
took gold, filver, diamonds, pearls, and other rich commodities general-
ly belonging to the cargo of a Spanifh galleon, amounting to the value
of ncar threc hundred thoufand pounds fterling. e brought this trea-
fure fafely to England, where it was divided among the adventurers,
among whom the Duke of Albermale had ninety thoufand pounds to his
own fhare, and about {ixteen thoufand pounds came to the fhare of cap=
tain Phips, who on this account received the honour of knighthood from
King James. Sir William Phips, by a feries of fortunate incidents ra-
ther than by any uncommon talents, rcfe from the loweft condition in
life to be the firlt man in his country.

Eight {mall veflels, with eight hundred men, were thought fufficient
for the reduction of Port Royal in Nova Scotia. The fleet failed the
28th of April, reduced the fort with little difhculty, and returned to
Bofton the 3oth of May; after taking poffeflion of the whole fea-coaft
from Port Royal to Penobfcot and the New England fettlements. The
plunder was thought equal to the whole expence; and the acquifition.
was {o eafy that the Englith court were confirmed in the profecution of
their defign upon Canada: befide, the ravages began upon the- frontiers:
by French and Indians, as foon as the fpring opened, made it appear-
more neceflary than ever. Cafco fort, with above one hundred perfons,.

was befieged and taken on the i7th of May, while the Englifh forces.
were gone to Port Royal, |

A vefiel was fent exprefs to England, the beginning of April, with a
reprefentation of the expofed flate of the colony, and the neceflity of
the
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the reducion of Canada, defiring afupply of fhips, troops, arms, andam-
munition, to attack the French by fea, while the colony forces marched
by land to perform their parts.

Their hands were too full in England to give any attention to this
propofal : the Maflachufets, however, determined to proceed, and Con-
" ne&icut and New York engaged to furnifh a body of men. It was late
in the {eafon to undertake this capital attempt, which was retarded, in
expe&ation of fupplies from England, from whence none arrived, and
the fleet fet fail from Nantalket on the gth of Auguft. This expedition
feems to have been as ill conduted, as it was well contrived ; for it was
thought Sir -William Phips had an armament fufficient to expel the
French from Canada. He had between thirty and forty veflels, great
and fmall ; the whole number of men on board the fleet were about two
thoufand ; but they came not within fight of Quebec until the s5th of
O&ober. Thus they were almoft eight weeks in a voyage that, with
good winds and weather, might have been made in two or three.

Great dependence was had upon a divifion of the French forces; but
i1t moft unfortunately happened that the two thoufand Englith and fif-
teen hundred Indians, d:figned againft Montreal, had retreated, and the
news of it reached that place before the fleet arrived at Quebec; {o that
Count Fronterac, the French general, was able to employ the whole
ftrength of Canada againft Sir William Phips and his little army; nor is
it eafy, at this day, to afcertain the caufe of the New York and Con-
neticut forces making an unexpected retreat, after they had marched as
far as the great lake of Canada. Indeed, the diftracted ftate of the go-
vernment of New York, where one party fcemed determined to ruin the
public intereft, if the other had engaged in 1t, muft have contributed to
this difappointment, which greatly difpirited the troops under Sir Wil
liam Phips, who was {till determined to proceed in his attempt, in which
he might have fucceeded, if La Hontan is to be credited; but tfrom the
il fuccefs of this undertaking, both the Englith and French writers have
treated it with great ridicule and peculiar contempt.

The next morning after the fleet arrived, Sir William fummoned Count
Frontenac to {urrender the place; which fummons exafperated the Count,
who returned an infolent anfwer, wherein the Englith were called here-
tics and traitors ; and alfo told, that if it had not been for the revolu-
tion, New England and Canada would have been confolidated as one go-

xernment,
Aﬂt
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An attempt was made to land on the 7th of O&ober, in the morning,
by the troops under the command of Major Walley, who acted as lieu-
tenant-general ; but he was prevented by a ftorm from landing his men
until the next day, when he put on thore all the effe&ive men, whofe
number was reduced to between twelve and thirteen hundred; while

the French had affembled four thoufand in the town.

It appears that, upon the charge, his officers and foldiers thewed courage
and refolution enough ; yet the enemy giving way, and, by the conve-
niences of {wamps and buthes, having opportunity to fecure themfelves,
kept up a firing upon the Englith, who continued their march toward
the town, until it was dark ; when two-thirds of the army took up their
fland by a creek, where was a houfe and fome other fhelter; and the
other part advanced about a quarter of a mile, the better to fecure the
fhore, and fee the veflels.

Upon examining a deferter, he gave then fuch an account of the
firength of the French, as difcouraged thic Vinglith from advancing any
farther. The fhips were drawn up the next evening before the town,
but did little damage to the enemy, and wcre much fhattered by the
cannon from their battcries. The forces continued afhore until the
i 1th, when they precipitately embarked. A council of war was called
the day following, and propofals were made for another attempt, after
the troops were refrefhed; but tempeftuous weather came on, which
fcattered the whole fleet, and they made the beft of their way back to
Boflon, where Sir William arrived the 1g9th of November.  Some of the
fleet were blown off to the Weft Indies, one was loft upon Anticofta,
and three others were heard of no more.

This was a mortifying flroke to New England, where the condu& of
Major Walley was centurcd by particular perfons; but no public enquiry
was made, and he gave in the journal of his proceedings to the ge-
neral court.

Sir William Phips foon after embarked at Bofton for London, to folicit
an expedition from thence againft Canada; and the government of the
Maflachufets fent by him an humble addrefs to their Majefties, to fhew
the neceflity of fuch an enterprize. They were unprepared for the re-
turn of thc_forces from Quebec, and the foldiers were upon the point
of mutiny for their pay : but it was impraticable to raife the money in
a fhort ime; becaufe the government depended upon {uccefs, and the
treafure of the enemy to bear the expence of the expediticn. Upon

this
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this oceafion, the affembly paffed an a& for levying the money; but
the men could not ftay until it thould be brought 1nto the treafury ; and
the extreme difficulty to which the government was reduced, occafioned
the firft bills of credit ever iffued in the colonies as a {ubftitute for cafh.
Moft of the colonies afterward adopted that mode, with very different
fuccefs;; and it is-doubtful, whether the proje& of a land-bank in Eng-
land was not taken from this expedient, where it entirely failed.

The debt was paid by paper-notes from two thillings to ten pounds
denomination’; which notes were to’be received for payment of the tax
to be levied, and all other payments in the treafury. The foldiers, how-
ever, were great fufferers in general, as the notes would not command
money, or any commodities at money price: but as the time of payment
of the tax approached, the credit of the notes was raifed : the govern-

ment allowed five per cent. to thofe who paid their taxes in notes, which.

then became preferable to cath, and was. a profit to the poffeflor, with~
out reftoring to the poor foldiers what they had loft by the difcount.

What was the confequence? fatal enough. The colony encouraged-

by the rcftoration of credit, afterward Hlued others for charges of go-
vernment. ‘They obtained good credit at the time of being iffued ; and
the:charges of government were paid in this manner from year to year.
While the fum was fmall, filver continued their meafure, and bills re-
tained their value : but when the charges of government increafed, ef-
pecially after the fecond expedition to Canada in 1711, the bills alfo in-~
ercafed, and in the fame or greater proportion the gold and filver were
exported. There being a cry of {carcity of money in 1714, the govern-
ment ordered fifty thoufand pounds to be iffued; and one hundred

pounds more in 1716, and lent to the inhabitants, to be paid in at a

certain period, and to pafs as money in the mean time. Lands were
mortgaged for fecurity : but when the gold and f{ilver were gone; and the
bills were the only inftruments of commerce, money became 1deal ; for
no poflible reafon could be afligned, why a bill of twenty fhillings thould
bear a certain proportion to any one quantity of filver more than ano-
ther. Sums 1n bills were drawing into the treafury from time to time
‘by the taxes, or payment of the loans; but other fums were continually
iffuing out, and all the bills were paid and reccived without any diftinc~.
tion either in public or private payments; {o that, for near forty years
together, the currency was much in the fame fiate; as if one hundred
thoufand pounds fterling had been ftamped in picces of paper of various
denominations, land declared to be the money of the government, with=
out any other fanétion than this, that when there thould be taxes to pav,
2 the:

-
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the treafury would receive this fort of money, and that every creditor
thould be obliged to receive it from his debtor. But can it be fuppofed
that fuch a medium could retain its worth ! No : it {unk to about one-
eighth of its original value. In 1702, the fuxq of fir {hillir}gs and eight
pence was equal to an ounce of filver, which 1n 1749 was judged equi-
valent to fifty fhillings. Such was the delufion, that not only the bills
of the Maflachufets government pafled as money, but they received the
bills of the government of Connefticut, New Hampfhire, and Rhode
Ifland alfo in currency ; while the Maflachufets bills likewife pafled in
thofe governments. In 17.9, however, bills of credit vrere -abolithed ;
and unlefs the evils which they occafioned fhould be forgotten, the go-
vernment, it muft be prefumed, will never 1flue any more*.

During the attempt upon Qucbec, the Indians made fome terrible in-
curfions upon {everal parts of New England, particularly in the county
of York, or province of Main : but when a force was colleted to march
againft them, the Indians pretended to be difpofed to peace, delivered u
ten captives, and agreed upon a truce until the 1ft of May following,
when they were to meet at Wells, to bring in all the Englith captives,
and fettle articles for a firm and lafling peace. In confequence of this
truce the land enjoyed reft for the winter; but at the day appointed,
when Mr. Danforth, the deputy-governor, and feveral others, with a
proper guard, repaired to Wells, no Indians appeared. The deputy-go-
vernor returned difappointed, and a garrifon was left at Wells, where
they were attacked by two hundred Indians, who were repulfed there,
but killed many perfons at Berwick, Excter, and other places. A fmall
army was fent into the Eaftern country by fea, and landed at Maqorit,
where they were attacked by a great body of Indians, who continued
their devaftations until the next year, when they deftroyed the town of -
York, killed Mr. Dummer the minifter, and made his family prifoners :
they alfo murdered about fixty other perfons, and carried near an hun-
dred into the moft wretched ftate of captivity,

* Hutchinfon, p. 403.

SECTION
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SECTION VIIL

The new charter obtained in 1691 ;—A comparifon between this charter
and the old one.~Sir William Phips appomnted governor of New Eng-
land ; the flate of the colony under bis adminyfiration : many perfons pro-
fecuted on pretence of witcheraft: Articles of impeachment againft Sir
William Phips ; and bis death in 1693.

WHILE the colonifts were thus diftrefled among themfelves, their

enemies in England took advantage of thefe misfortunes; which
they ufed as an argument againft the reftitution of the charter, and im-
puted all to the bad adminiftration of government. King William had
too much work upon his hands in Europe to have either money or men
to {pare and employ againft Canada ; therefore Sir Villiam Phips was
unfuccefsful in his negociation; however, he was ferviceable to his coun-
try, by joining with Sir Henry Afhurft and Mr. Increafe Mather, the
New Englifh agents, to obtain the reftoration of their charter, which
had been in vain folicited ever fince the revolution: His Majefty had
thofe about him who concurred to ftretch the prerogative in the two pre-
ceding reigns, particularly the earls of Danby and Nottingham, who
found it no difficult matter to convince the King, that it was not confift-
ent with his honour to fuffer any diminution of the royal authority, where
it was {fupported by laws.

The colony agents were divided in opinions, and a&ted differently in
their views. Mr. Wifwal, a minifter of Plymouth, accompanied Mr.
Cooke and Mr. Oakes from Bofton to London; but he had no credentials,
and joined rather with Mr. Cooke than with Mr. Mather in politics. The
people of Plymouth were extremely defirous of continuing a feparate
government ; or if that could not be obtained, they chofe to be annexed
to the Maffachufets rather than New York, under which Plymouth was
put when Mr. Slaughter was appointed governor.

An order was afterward iffued to the Lords chief-juftices Holt and
Pollexfen, as alfo to the attorney and folicitor-generals, Treby and Somers,
to draw up a new charter for the Maflachufets, in which Plymouth wus
included ; but Mr. Wifwal oppofed it, in hopes of obtaining a feparate
grant. This offended the folicitor-general, who ftruck out Plymouth,
and it was again intended it fhould be annexed to New York. When

this news arrived the people were alarmed; yet their general court per-
Vou. L. Y fifted
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fifted in defiring Sir Henry Afhurft, their agent, to apply for a feparate
charter, without intimating that they chofe to be joined to the Maffachu-
fets in prcicrence to New York. The fentiments of many of the beft
men 1in the colony were known to Mr. Mather; ofherw1fe Plymouth might
have finally been included in INew York commiiiion, although near three
hundred miles diftant.

Mr. Hinckley wrote to Mr. Mather as follows : ¢ Not being?r in a ca-
pacity to make rates for the cqual defraying the charge, 1 fee little or no
likelihood of obtaining a charter for us, unlefs their Majefties, out of
their royal bounty and clemency, gracioufly pleafe to grant it, fub forma
panperis, to their poor but loyal fubjects of this colony.”

When Mr. Mather found it impoflible to obtain the reftitution of the
old charter, he endeavoured to preferve as many of the privileges con-~
tained in it as he could, and Sir Henry Afhurft joined with him in all his
meafures. Mr. Cooke and Mr. Oakes were for the old charter or none at
all; and 1t was doubtful, by their inftructions, if they had authority to
folicit for any other: Mr. Oakes, however, figned the petition for a new
charter, though Mr. Cooke refufed.

In the nrft draught of a new charter, the governor only was referved
to the King; the deputy-governor and council and other officers were to
be chofen by the peopie; nor had the governor a negative in any cafe,
This draught was made by the attorney-general, according to what he
thought the King intended, as exprefled in council, at which board it was
prefented on the Sth of June 1691, when it was objeted, that, * by fuch
a charter as this, the King’s governor would be made a governor of

% .9

clouts *;” and an order pafled for preparing the heads of another
draught.

While the Maffachufets agents were foliciting a charter for that colony,
a project was fet on foot by Dr. Cox, to form a grand colony or flate,
more extenfive than all the other colonies together; and the original
draught of a charter has the following entry upon it: ¢ In the Council
Chamber at Whitchall, the 22d of Auguft, 16go: The Right Honourable
the Lords of the Committee for Trade and Foreign Plantations are pleafed
to refer the confideration of this draught of a grant to Mr. Attorney-ge-
neral, who is defired to confider how far the fame is confifting with law,
and to report his opinion thereon to the Committee.” Mr. Attorney re=

* Mather’s Narrative,
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ported in favour of the grant; but with fome legal obje&ions and confti-
tutional reftritions. :

When the heads of another draught for the Maffachufets colony were
prepared, a copy was given to Mr. Mather, with an order from their
Lordthips, that ¢ if the agents were not fatisfied therewith, they fhould
bring in their obje&tions to the attorney-general :>> but Mr. Mather was
fo diffatisfied, that he declared ¢ he would {ooner part with his life than
confent to them.”” He was told, ¢ The confent of the agents was not
defired ; the agents of New England were not plenipotentiaries from a
fovereign ftate; if they declared they would not fubmit to the King’s
pleafure, his Majefty would fettle the country, and they might take what
would follow. Sir Henry Afhurft and Mr. Mather, however, drew up
their obje@ions againft the minutes, infifting upon the royal promife, and
that charters might as well be refufed to be reftored to any of the corpora-
tions in England, where they had been taken away, as to New England.
Thefe objections were prefented to the attorney-general, laid before the
council, and a copy tran{mitted to his Majefty in Flanders, but all without
effe@. The King approved of the minutes, he difliked the objections, and
the charter was drawn up accordingly.

Mr. Hampden, upon this occafion, defired the opinion of Mr. Hooke,
an eminent lawyer, the refult of which was as follows:

“ A middle way {feems moft defirable; w:z. that new charters be granted
to the refpe&ive colonies, wherein the former to be recited, and the pro-
ceedings againft them refpeftively ; and a new grant made i terminis,
by the words grant and confirm ; and reciting the deficiency in the former
charter, all thofe powers may be vefted in the government of the Maffa-
chufets for the time being; and the colonies which have no charters to be
annexed to the Maffachufets colony.”

The only queftion with the agents was, whether to fubmit to this new
fettlement, or to fignify to the minifters of ftate that they would rather
have no charter at all. Mr. Cooke and Mr. Wifwall continued firm
againft accepting a new charter; which occafioned contefts not material
to enter into at this diftance of time.

'The new charter of Maffachufets Bay may be confidered as an union or
confolidation of feveral feparate grants into one. legiflature and jurif-
di¢ion, for the more effeCtual protection of the whole, againft the incur-
fions of the Erench and Indians. It was granted by King William and

Y 2 ueen
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Queen Mary, in the third year of their reign *, and incorporated the
territories and colonies known by the names of The Coleny ot the Maffa~
chufets Bay, and Colony of New Plymouth ; the Province of Main; the
Territory called Acadia, or Nova Scotia; and.all that Tract qf Land lying
between the faid Territories of Nova Scotia and the faid Province of Main,
into one real Province, by the name of their Province in the Maflachufets

Bay, in New England.

The privileges granted by the new charter are not fo valuable as the
old ones were, as appears by the following particulars: 1. T hat the nomi-
nation and conftitution of the governor, lieutenant-governor, fecretary,
and all officers of the admiralty, are taken from the people and wholly
referved to the crown. 2. The power of the militia is turned over to the
governor, as captain-general. 3. All judges and juftices of a fuperior and
inferior order, as alfo all fheriffs, are appointed by the governor, with
the advice and confent of the council. 4. The governor has a negative
upon all laws, ele@ions, and a&s of government of the general affembly
and council. 5. All laws enacted by the general aflembly and approved
of by the governor, are to be tranfmitted home for the royal approbation,.
and if difallowed within the {pace of three years, to be utterly void.”

ft may be alfo farther remarked as to the new charter, that in the de-
lineation of the province of Main the following words are omitted : ¢ And
up Sagadahock River to Quenebec River, and through the fame unto the-
head thereof, and into the land north-weltward, until one hundred and
twenty miles be ended, being accounted from the mouth of Sagadahock.”
That Nova Scotia and this neighbouring tra& called Sagadahock were an--
nexed by this charter to keep the Englifh claim, as that territory was then
poffeffed by the French, who never relinquifhed their claim until the
treaty of Utrecht in 1713: That Nova Scotia, after the treaty of Aix-la-
Chapelle in 1748, was conftituted a feparate property and jurifdiGion or
government; but Sagadahock ftill continues annexed to the province of
the Maflachufets Bay; though as it is not the abfolute property of the
province, perhaps from fo large an extent of a frontier defencelefs in
itfelf, it has been until lately more of an incumbrance than of any advan-
tage. That the council of the prefent conftitution of the Maflachufets
Bay may labour under two difadvantages or difficulties; firft, to be arbi-
trarily led or impelled by the governor, to prevent future negatives : fe-
condly, as their eleGion is annual, they may be biaffed by the humour of
the majority of the reprefentatives, for fear they fhould be dropped the

® See the charter at large in the Appendix to Neale's Hiftory of New England,
next
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next annual eleGion. That by the former charter the provincial lands

wer€ granted to twenty-fix proprietors, and fuch as fhould be admitted -

- freemen ; but by this new charter, thefe lands are granted to the inhabit-
ants in general, to be difpofed of by their reprefentatives or general
affembly. That in the eleftion of all civil officers the council and repre-
fentatives vote together, but not as two feparate negatives: And thofe
officers are, the trcafurer; the impoft officers ; the excife officers ; the ge-
neral commiffary of provifions, ftores, and traffic for garrifons and Indian
truck-houfes ; the attorney-general ; and notaries for the feveral fea-ports.

To fay only, that the people have loft the nomination of +their gover-
nor, the management of their militia, the affirmative vote for their laws,
and the naming their judges, juftices, and fheriffs, is fufficient to make
the difference between the old and new charters appear very much to the
difadvantage of the latter ; nor was it thought they had any amends made
them in a permiffion to nominate their firft governor.

This firft governor was Sir William Phips, who arrived at Bofton with
the charter, on the 14th of May, 1692, and iffued writs for a general
affembly, which met the 8th of June following. Although a party was
formed which oppofed a fubmiflion to the charter, yet a majority of the
court wifely and thankfully accepted it, and appointed a day of folemn
thankfgiving to Almighty God, for ¢ granting a fafe arrival to his excel-
lency the Governor and the reverend Mr. Increafe Mather, who have
indufirioufly endeavoured the fervice of this people, and have brought
over with them a fettlement of government, in which their Majefties have
gracioudly given us diftinguifhing marks of their royal favour and good-

nefs.”

Mr. Hutchinfon obferves, that ¢ Sir William arrived juft at the begin-
ning of as ftrange an infatuation as any people were ever under: that a
confiderable number of innocent perfons were facrificed to the diftempered
imagination, or perhaps wicked hearts, of fuch as pretended to be be-
witched.” But he adds, that ¢ having proceeded as far as he propofed,
he left the relation of this unfortunate affair, and other tranfactions and
occurrences fince the prefent charter, to be communicated to the public by
fome abler pen*.”

The governor gave his affirmative to the laws which the aflembly had
pafled, and then declared his refolution to march againft the Indians in

* Hutchinfon, p. 416.
‘ perfon.
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perfon.  The feat of war was in his native country, upon K_ennebeck
River, where the Indians were aftonithed when they heard of his promo-
tion; for they well knew his original, which they thought as mean as
their own. He had frequently fithed and hunted with them; fo that he
knew all their haunts and recefles, which enabled him to difperfe or
deflroy them with the more facility ; but they weve {pirited by the French,
and fell upon fome hufbandmen at work in the meadows to the north of
Merrimack River; upon advice of which, Sir William Phips haftened
away, with four hundred and fifty men, toward the eaft.

On his arrival at Pemmaquid, he gave orders for building a new fort
there, purfuant to his inftru&ions ; and accordingly one of the ftrongeft
fortrefles in America was ereted in lefs than {ix months; it was built of
ftone in a triangular figure, about 737 feet in compafs without the outer
wall, and 108 {quare within the inner one. It had 28 port-holes, eight
feet from the ground; and fourteen guns mounted, fix of which were
eighteen pounders. The fort ftood about twenty rod from high-water
mark, and had a garrifon of fixty men for its defence: It was named
William Henry Fort, and certainly would have been a great fecurity to
the frontiers of the colony upon the eaft.

In the mean time, Major Church deftroyed the Indian country about
Taconet; while Major Convers {conrad the woods and laid the foundation
of a new fort at Saco, which was finithed by Major Hook, who deftroyed
feveral Indians, to revenge fome murders lately committed by them at
Opyfter River. The favages then appeared in arms above Conne&icut
River; but the Englith came up with them near Quaboag, purfued them

to a _fwamp, flew moft of them, and recovered the captives they were
Cill'l'ylllg into ﬂavery.

Thefe fuccefles, the building thofe forts in the eaft, and augmenting
the forces there, inclined the Indians to think ferioufly of peace, which
was concluded at Fort William Henry, on the 11th of Auguft, 1693.

By this peace they rerounced their French alliance, owned themfelves
fubjeds to the crown of England, confirmed the Englifh in the pofleffion
of all their lands, and fubmitted the trade between the Englifh and Indians
to the regulation of the general affembly.  But this peace was of fo thort
a duration, that it is unneceflary to mention the other articles.

. As to the perfons profecuted at this time upon a pretence of witcheraft,
tt 1s hard to believe the leaft part of the evidence upon which the New
England
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England witches, fo irrationally called, were conviGed and executed.
The law againft them was unjuft, cruel, and abfurd ; contrary to reafon,
ard repugnant to credibility: it was meanly enadted in a fuperftitious
time, and wifely repealed in more aufpicious days.

This inhuman perfecution carries with it the greater aggravation, as it
was perpetrated by fan&ion of law, upon many ignorant maniacs, and
other perfons affeted in their nerves, if we believe Dr. Douglas, a phy-
fician long refident in New England, who fays, it was an endemial dif-
temper of the brain and nerves; for which he phyfically accounts.

Mr. Paris, minifter of Salem, firft introduced this tragic fcene of witch-
craft on the ftage, in February 1692, by declaring that his daughter and
niece, the one about nine, the other eleven years of age, were under the
power of witchcraft, which was imputed to two very old Indian women,
who were barbaroufly treated to extort an involuntary confeflion from
them that they were witches, which they recanted afterward.

Before the end of May, about one hundred perfons were imprifoned
upon that account ; at which time Sir William Phips aflumed the govern-
ment, and iffued a fpecial commiffion of oyer and terminer for the trials
of thofe accufed. The commiffioners were Lieutenant-governor Stoughton,
Major Saltonftall, Major Richards, Major Gidney, Wait Winthrop, Efq.
Captain Sewall, and Peter Sergeant, Efq. whofe names ought to be re-

membered, that it might not be thought a profecution carried on by per-
fons of no confequence.

Under this ridiculous charge of witchcraft, five men and twenty-three
women were condemned to die; of whom nineteen were hanged, one
prefled to death, and fome died in prifon. Mr. George Burroughs, mi-
nifter of Falmouth, was one in this facrifice, and perhaps in refentment
from his having quitted the minifterial office at Salem, where he was
executed, to the difgrace of humanity. Moft of thofe who thus fuffered
death were remarkable for piety; and none of them confeffed any guilt.
After thefe twenty difmal deaths, fome of the popular clergy addrefled

the governor with thanks for what was already done, and exhorted him
to proceed.

Some of the accufers were thofe who confefled themfelves witches,
and others were fuch to whom the fpectral fight was allowed; but they
overatted their parts fo far, that at laft they accufed the friends and rela-
tions of the governor and magiftrates, who arrefted the accufers in high

altions
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adtions for defamation, which put fuch a ftop to farther accgfations, that
in the fuperior court, held in January 1693, of ﬁfty-ﬁx bills preferred
againft witches, the grand jury brought in thirty ignoramus; and of the
remaining twenty-fix, the petty jury convited only three, who were

afterward pardoncd.

At this time, about one hundred and fifty perfons were in prifon, and
two hundred more accufed ; but they were all difcharged, and no other
accufations allowed. Many of the confefling witches figned a paper, im-
porting that moft of their confeflions were only affenting to, or repeating
what they were dire@ted to declare; being weak in mind, and under
terror, from the putting to death all perfons accufed who did not confefs.

Tt would be very unjuft to make this folly and wickednefs national and
- . . -
perfonal; for much the greater part of the inhabitants of New England
abhorred thefe defperate perfecutions at the time they were carrying
on; and fimilar infatuations have at times prevailed in many other

countries.

In December 1696, a general falt was appointed by the affembly;
praving ¢ that God would pardon all the errors of his fervants and people,
in a late tragedy raifed among us by Satan and his inftruments.”” At this
faft, Judge Sewall and feveral of the jury gave in papers {igned, heartily
afking forgivenefs of all, and declaring that they would not do fuch things
again for the world.

As the frantic heat about witchcraft abated, the complaints againft the
eovernor increafed, both on account of the lofs of their ancient privileges
in the charter he had brought over, and the increafe and continuance of
the taxes for the Indian war, without any fuitable fuccefs in it. The
difcontented at laft drew up articles of impeachment againft him, and
tran{mitted them to the King and council, with a petition that he might
be difcharged from his government: but this was oppofed by a counter-
petition from the general aflembly, praying that the governor might be
continued in his office. Thefe oppofite addrefles puzzled the caufe; but
the friends of Sir William Phips flattered themfelves that it would terminate
in his favour, and he would be reftored to the government. He had been
ordered home, and failed from Bofton on the 17th of November 1694.
The matter was referred to a committee of the council; but Sir William
Phips, {oon after his arrival at London, was feized with a malignant fever,
and died on the 18th of February following. If he had been difmifled

from his government, he defigned to have gone upon another Spanifh
wreck,



MASSACHUSETS BAY.

wreck, which had Governor Broadille aboard *. Sir William had the
charalter of an honeft man; but his education was very low. He was of
a hafty temper, and being a ftout man, he would ufe his cane and fift
after he was governor. Some inftances of that fort with a captain of a
man of war and a colletor, occafioned one of thofe complaints againft him
in England, which he was fent for to an{fwer . Mr. Mather, his advo-
cate, writes, * Nor indeed had the hunger of a falary any fuch impreflion
upon him; as to make him decline doing all poffible fervice for the public;
and that he was not to be reckoned among thofe who were infamous for
infinite avarice and villany 1. Sir William was not afhamed of his for~
mer low circumftances; and once in failing with a confiderable armament,
in fight of Kennebeck, he faid to thofe under his command, “ Young
men, it was upon that hill that I kept fheep a few years ago; you do not
know what you may come to,” He was interred in St. Mary Woolnoth
church, London; and Dr. Cotton Mather wrote an elegy upon his death,

New England was now become a great body of people, for there were
at leaft two hundred thoufand Englifh fouls in the whole province, and it
required a good hand, confidering their fomenting fpirits, to keep order
among them, without interrupting trade or infringing liberty.

William Stoughton, Efq. lieutenant-governor, was commander in chief
from the departure of Sir William Phips until the arrival of the Earl of
Bellamont in 16g9. After a few months his lordfhip returned to his go-
vernment of New York, and Mr, Stoughton was again in the chair, where
he continued until his death in 1702, when he was fucceeded by Governor
Dudley.

The principal tranfa@tions that happened in the colony from 1694 to
1702 were depredations made by the Indians, who were fupplied with
arms by the French, and excited to renew the war againft the Englith :
but the barbarians had certainly more native probity than the French, as
appears by their obferving all their treaties with the Englifh from the
Pequot to the Philippic war, near forty years, until the French corrupted
both their religion and morals ; for if the Indians had any religion at all,
it muft be better than what the friars and jefuits taught them ; a {pecimen
of which Mr. Neal has thought proper to infert in his Hiftory §.

| * Douglas, i. 477. + Hutchinfon, p. 397.
1 Magnalia, book ii. § See Neale, vol. i, p, 284,
Voi. L. Z When
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When the peace of Ryfwick was concluded, Count Fronténac advifed
the Indians to make the beft terms of peace they could for themfelves,.
They applied for that purpofe to the Englith governor, who fent Colonel
Philips and Major Convers to meet the Sachems at Penobfcot, where the
conferences began on the 6th of O&tober, when the Indians xcufed them-
{clves for making hoftilities, laying the blame on the French. Another
treaty was concluded with them, in which they added a more formal fub-.
miflion to the fovereignty of the crown of England than they had hitherto.
exprefled.

SECTION
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SECTION IX.

The adminifiration of affairs under Governor Dudley from 1702 to 1715
The reduction of Port Royal in Nova Scotia, by General Nicholfon, with
the affiffance of the New England forces, i 1710: The unfuccefiful
expedition againft Canada, by General Hill and Sir Hovenden Walker, in
1711 % Remarks on the conduct of the Maffachufets government upon that
occafion: a terrible fire in Bofton.—Colonel Burgefs appointed governor in
1715. Governor Dudley dies.—Colonel Shute arrives as governor in
1716, when William Dummer, Efg. was appointed lieutenant-governor.
T be adminmifiration of affairs under Governor Shute, who returns to Eng-
land in 1722, to exhibit articles of complaint againft the heufe of repre-
Jentatives; and obtains an additional charter in 1726.—William Burnet,
Efq. appomted governor in 1728.—He 15 _fucceeded by Fonathan Belcher,
Efq. in 1730.—And be is fuperfeded by William Shirley, Efg. in 1741.
~The other royal officers appointed by the crown. Contefts between the
refpective governors and houfes of reprefentatives relative to an effa<

bliflied falary. . As alfo the dyfpute about the difpofal of the public money.

WAR was again declared between England and France; but the In-
dians preferved a neutrality, and the merchants of New England
were fuccefsful in fitting out privateers.

Upon the death of the earl of Bellamont, Jofeph Dudley, Efq. was
appointed. governor of New England by Queen Anne, to whom the
people of that province, on her acceflion to the throne, {ent a congratula<
tory addrefs, which was prefented by \/Vllham Vaughan and Conftantine
Phips, Efqrs

Mr. Dudley waes fon to Thomas Dudley, Efq who was elefted govers:
norin 1645, and died at Roxbury in 1652, aged 77. His fon {uftained
many great and arduous pofls, as colony-agent, prefident of the council,
chief- juftice, member of parliament in England, and goverror of the

Maflachufets Bay: and his other fon, Paul Dudley, Efq. was afterward.

chief-juftice of the province, where he was highly refpected for his great
cxperience in the laws, and was well known abroad by fome ingenious
pieces relating to the natural hiftory of New England, publithed in the.
Philofophical Tranfattions for the years 1720 and 1721,

Z 2 | ]ofe}'h'
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Jofeph Dudley, Efq. arrived as governor on the rith of June 1702;
he was chofen of the counci! In 1682; and when the charter was in
danger, he was fent to England jointly with MNir. Richards as colony-
agent. As he was a native of the country, and a perfon of abilities,
the court of England deemed him a proper perfon to facilitate a change
in the adminiftration of the colony; and accordingly, when the charter
was vacated, he was appointed prefident, or protempore commander in
chief, in April 1686; in which ftation he continued until the arrival of
Sir Edmund Andros as governor at the end of the fame ycar, when Mr.
Dudley was appointed chiet-juftice. He was difplaced in 1689 ; but
the next year he was appointed chief-juftice of New York. He after-
ward went to England, and in 1701 was ele©ted member of parliament
tor Newport in the Ifle of Wight, which introduced him to the govern-
ment of the Maflachufets Bay. King William died before Mr. Dudley
embarked for his native country; but his commiflion was renewed by
Queen Anne, and he continued governor until the year 17135.

‘The inhabitants of Jamaica were apprehenfive of an invafion from
the French, and applied for affiftance to the government of New Eng-
land, which they readily granted, and fent two companies there under
the command of Colonel Walton and Captain Lawrence, who ferved two
years upon the Ifland, and loft many of their men by ficknefs. When
Nevis was plundered and ruined by Ibberville, the government of New
England generoufly raifed two thoufand pounds for the relief of the
diftrefled people of that Ifland; which they fent in cargoes of flour,
falt, provifions, and materials for building, on board two. fhips, neither
defiring nor receiving any returns, when that Ifland came into more pro-
fperous circumftances.

During this war, the colony remained in a quiet and flourifhing con--
dition, except fome domeftic diffentions of little confequence. They
took part in the glories acquired by the arms of Great Britain in the
war, to recover Spain and the Weft Indies out of the hands of the houfe
of Bourbon; in which they were very inftrumental, firft in the reduc-
tion of Nova Scotia, and in their endeavours to promote another attempt
againft Canada.

The expedition againft Nova Scotia was undertaken under General
Nicholfon and Adjutant-general Vetch, with inftructions to all the go-
vernors of New England to be affifting therein. General Nicholfon,.
with fome Britith officers, and Colonel Reading’s regiment of marines,.

arrived

4
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arrived from England at Bofton, on the 15th of July 1710, for the in-
tended expedition,

The armament fet out from Bofton upon the 18th of September, con-
fiting of four men of war, a bomb, and the Maflachufets province-
galley, with tranfports, in all thirty-fix fail. The land forces on board
‘were, the regiment of marines, two regiments of Maffachufets Bay, one
regiment of Conneficut, with- one regiment of New Hampthire and
Rhode Ifland, commiffioned by the Queen, and armed by her gift.
'They arrived at Port Royal in fix days ; and after a {mall affair of can-
nonading and bombarding, the French governor capitulated on the sth
of O&ober, when the fort was delivered up. The terms of capitula-
tion were, that all the French, being four hundred and eighty-one per-
fons within the Banlieu, or three miles of the fort, thould be under the
prote€tion of Great Britain, upon their taking the proper oaths of alle-
giance: but the other French fettlers were left to difcretion, that, in
cafe the French made incurfions upon the frontiers of New England, the
Englith {hould make reprifals upon the French in Nova Scotia. The
garrifon confifted of two hundred and fifty~eight {oldiers with their offi-
cers, who were fhipped to Rochelle.  General Nicholfon fent Major Li-
vingfton, and M. Subercaffe difpatched baron St. Cafteen to the Marquis
de Vaudreuil general of Canada, with advice of this event, and they
arrived at Quebec on the 16th of December. Colonel Vetch was ap-
pointed governor of Port Royal, now called Annapolis Royal, where he
was left with a gatrifon of two hundred marines, and two hundred and
fifty New England volunteers, who were relieved the next year by four
hundred of the troops deftined againft Canada. The men of war and
tranfports, on the 14th of O&ober, failed for Bofton, where they fafely
returned; and the New England charge in this expedition was up-
wards of 23,000 /. fterling, which was reimburfed by parliament.

The fcheme and expedition for reducing of Quebec and Placentia, and
confequently all Canada and Newfoundland, were folicited by General
Nicholfon, who fent four Sachems of the Five Nations to England to
recommend the attempt. Seven regiments of foot, and abattalion of
marines, were fent from England under the command of Brigadier-
general Hill, brother to the new royal favourite Mrs. Mafham, in forty
tranfports, -efcorted by a fyuadron of twelve fhips of the line, feveral
frigates, and two bomb-veflels, commanded by Sir Hovenden Walker as
admiral ; with a fine train of artillery under Colonel King. This for-
‘midable armament failed from England on the 28th of April, and arrived
i Nantafket River near Bofton on the 25th of June. The caftle hav-

ing
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ing given the ufual fignal to the town of the .approach ()f feveral fhips
in the bay, the alarm began about noon, and in a fhort time the troop
of guards, with a regiment of foot, were under arms, and other pre-
cautions taken for defence of the place, until the inhabitants were agree~
ably furprifed to find that it was the Britfh fleet. As Gov'ernor Dud-
ley was then abfent, the gentlemen of the coul_lc.ll received General Hill
and the Admiral at their landing with all military honours; and the
forces on board were ordercd on thore at Noddes Ifland, where they en-

camped.

By order from England, a congrefs was held at New London of all
‘he plantation governors north of Penfylvania, to concert meafures with
General Nicholfon ; in confequence of which, the Britith troops were to
be joined by two regiments from Maflachufets Bay, Rhode Iﬂand,.and
New Hampthire, to attack Quebec; while the mlhtla.frorrvr Conne&icut,
New York, and the Jerfeys, with the Indians of the Five Nations, fhould
march by land from Albany, under General Nicholfon, to attack Mon-
ircal, by way of diverfion to facilitate the grand attempt. :

It was alleged, that the grand armament was retarded at Bofton for
want of provifions; and when Admiral Walker demanded a fupply of
failors, the governor and council reprefented, that * The ordinary guards
for the fea-coaft, inland forces, with thofe detached for the prefent ex-
pedition, were upward of two thoufand men; which, upon a firik
cxamination into the mufter-rolls, was more than one-fifth of all the
perfons within that government capable of bearing arms: therefore it
was inconfiftent with the fafety of that her Majefty’s province to fpare
any more men ; as there were one thoufand one hundred and fixty land-
forces, and onc hundred and fixty failors in their tranfports.”

The flect fet fail from Bofton on the gcth of July, amounting to
fixty eight veflels of all forts, carrying {ix thoufand four hundred and
thirty-fix troops.  On the 18th of Auguft, they anchored in the bay or
harbour of Gafpee, on the {outh fide of the entrance of St. Lawrence’s
River, to wood and water: but, on the 23d, in a foggy night, contrary
to the advice of the pilot, they fell in with the north fhore, and loit
eizht tranfports, with eight hundred and eighty-four men, upon the
Iflands of Eggs  In a council of war, it was refolved, that, < by rea-
fon of the ignorance of the pilots, it was impracicable to proceed ; and
that advice fhould be fent to recal General Nicholfon from proceeding to
Montrezl.”  The flect anchored in Spanifh River off Cape Breton on the
4t of Septemwber, when it was refolved, in a general council of war,

‘ not
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“F.not to attempt any thing againft Placentia, but to return to Great Bri-
tain.” They failed from Spanifth River on the 16th, and were in found-
ings off the Englith coaft in twenty-one days : but, on the 16th of Oc-
tober, the Edgar was blown up at St. Helen’s, with the journals and:
other papers belonging to the admiral.

The charge incurred by the Maflachufets province was upwards of
24,000 /. fterling, which was allowed by parliament, and converted into-
debentures transferable and- bearing interefk.

- Sir Hovenden Walker wrote to Governor' Dudley in Bofton: as fol-
lows : ¢ I concur with the opinion of all the fea and land officers here,
that the government of this colony have prejudiced the prefent expedi-
tion, inftead of aflifting it.” It was alfo publickly faid in England*,
that “ thofe who had the principal mangement of this expedition were
made to expect; that, upon the arrival' of the fleet in New England,.
they would find there all the neceflary f{upplies of provifion ; but, con-
trary to their expeation, above five weeks elapfed. before all things
could be got in readinefs.” But Mr.' Dummer{ has remarked, that
“ when the great unfortunate expedition was fet on foot againft Canada,
the New England people furnithed more than the quota affigned them,
and provided all neceffaries for the Britith troops in fo fhort a time, that
if they had not been animated by an extraordinary zeal, would not
have been poffible; and fuch a fleet and army, wanting the neceflaries
they did, could not have been difpatched in fo thort a warning from any
port in England.”

-Soon after the return of the fhips from the River of St. Lawrence, a.
terrible fire happened at Bofton, and deftroyed a great part of the city ;
upon which occafion the governor informed the aflembly, That * he muft
offer them his fincere fenfe and condolence of the fleet and forces fent
there by her Majefty’s fpecial favour. That he had time enough, fince
the account thereof, to confider the feveral articles of her Majefty’s com-
mand to this government, for the putting forward that expedition ; and
he could not charge the aflfembly with neglefting any particular; but,
on the contrary, when. he perufed the journals of the proceedings, he
thought there was provifion and expedition made in every article refer-
ring to foldiers, artificers, pilats, tranfports and provifion for the fervice

#* Political State,. O&ober 1711.

+ This gentleman was many years agent for New England at London ; a man:of great

fenle, learning, and experience.. i
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of her Majefty’s Britith forces, as well as their own : therefore he hoped
they would fee reafon to confider and reprefent home, for their juftifica-
tion, that it might be demonftratec they were in earneft to do their duty
to the utmoft for their own benefit and eﬁablifhment,. as well as her
Majefty’s honour and juft right, fet down in the inftructions for the ex-
pedition.  That belide this great article, they had in their view the
moft forrowful Providence of God, in fuffering fo great a part of Bofton
to be confumed by fire, and, among the reft, tl.le public buildings ;
which, if the heavy debts that the war had unavoidably brought upon
them, would allow them to reftore, this general aflembly muft confider
what was proper for them to grant, and what dire&ions :imd orc.lers were
neceflary to put upon the particular perfons that would rebuild their houfes,
to fecure the buildings from the like defolation.”

The peace of Utrecht happened foon afterward; and the town of
Bofton rofe out of its afthes, more beautiful and more fecure than before ;
fo that in a few years after the conflagration, the inhabitants there, and
through the whole colony, continued increafing in number, trade, and
opulence.

Queen Anne died on the 1ft of Auguft 1714, and Mr. Dudley re-
tained his government according to an a& of parliament for continuing
officers fix months after the demife of a Sovereign ; but when that time
was expired, the council, in conformity to the charter, took the admi-
niftration upon themfelves. However, Mr. Dudley received the King’s
proclamation for continuing all officers until further orders, and reaffumed
the government, which he held until November 1715, when Colonel
Tailer was appointed lieutenant-governor, under Colonel Burgefs, appointed
governor. Coloner Tailer produced an exemplification of the commif-
fion or patent granted to the new governor, and as licutenant-governor
under him aflumed the government on the gth of November 1715 Go-
vernor Dudley died at his houfe in Roxbury near Bofton in 1720, aged
feventy-threc.

Colonel Burgefs did not cothe over to his government, and was fuper=
feded by Colonel Samuel Shute, as ¢ his Majefty’s captain-general and
governor in chief of the Provinces of the Maflachufets Bay and New
Hampfhire, and vice-admiral of the fame,”

Colonel Shute was brother to Lord Barrington, ahd was appointed
governor on the 14th of March 1716, by the folicitation of Jonathan
Belcher Efq. an eminent merchant of New England, and afterward

governor
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governor there, The colonel had ferved under the Duke of Mallborourm
in Germany, and received {everal wounds at the battle of Donawert, where
he commanded a troop of horfe. His Excellency arrived at Boften on the
4th of O&ober 1716 ; and William Dummer, Efq. was appointed his lieute-
nant-governor. He was a natural patron of his country, and his good ma-
nagement in the Indian war, during his adminiftration, with fmall expence,
will perpetuate his memory among all true lovers of New England.

The governor, in his firft {peech to the affembly, intimated there was
no fettled falary for himfelf or lieutenant-governor. The affembly de-
clined the point of falary, but provided an elegant houfe for the refidence
of his Excellency; and the good intelligence between Governor Shute
and the aflembly, kept affairs in {fuch good order, that little material offers
for his time 1n hiftory, except the following fa&ts:

He propofed to the aflembly to refit the fort of Pemmaquid, or rebuild
another, that might be a greater fecurity to the frontiers of the colony.
He alfo informed them, that notwithftanding the law paffed in England
for encouraging naval ftores, and for the prefervatlon of white pine trees,
his Majefty had been informed, that great {poils were daily committed in
his woods in the province of Main, and in fome parts of Maflachufets Bay,
by cutting down and putting to private ufe fuch trees as might be proper
for the royal navy: therefore he recommended, that all laws againft it
might be put in execution, and new ones made if thofe were not
fuflicient.

He fupprefled the increafling infolence of the Indians on the eaftern 1717
frontiers, and couipelled them to accept of more fubmiflive terms. He
alfo obtained an additional or explanatory charter from the court of Great
~Britain ; which affair was occafioned as follows :

'The governor was tenacious of the royal prerogative, and was oppofed 1
by fome perfons who had an afcendency over their fellow reprefentatives,
as alfo in fome meafure over the council, and at laft endeavoured the fame
over the governor, by affluming fome articles of the prerogative. Fis
Yxcellency, inftead of fending home, was well advifed to carry his com-
plaints in perfon, and fupport them there with his intereft; which he ac-
cordingly did in November 1722. He prefented feven articlcs of com-
plaint againft the houfe of reprefentatives encroaching upon the prero-
gative: ¢ 1. Their takmg pofleffion of royal maﬂs cut into logs. 2. Re-
tufing the governor’s negative of the fpeaker. 3. Afluming authority
_]omtly with the governor and council to appoint f'lﬂs and thmkfglvmgs.

Vor. L. Aa 4. Adjourning
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4. Adjourning themfelves for more than two days at a time. 5. Dif-
mantling of forts, and ordering the guns and flores into the treafurer"s
cuftodv. 6. Sufpending of military officers, and multing .thex’nf of their
pay. 7. Sending a committee of their own to mufter the King’s forces.””

Upon a hearing before the King in council, Mr, Cooke, agent for the
houfe of reprefentatives, and his counfel, in their name, gave up or re-
nounced the firft, third, fifth, fixth, and feventh articles; acknowledged
their faults, induced by erroneous precedents of former aflemblies. The
other two articles were regulated by an explanatory charter, which the
aflembly were directed to accept.

This explanatory charter was dated the 20th of Auguft, in the twelfth
year of King George I. and after reciting, that  whereas, in their charter,
nothing was dire@ed concerning a fpeaker of the houfe of reprefentatives,
and of their adjourning themfelves ; it was thereby ordered, that the go-
vernor or commander in chief thould have a negative in the ele¢tion of the
{peaker; and the houfe of reprefentatives might adjourn themfelves not
exceeding two days at a time.”” By the prudent condu& of Governor
Dummer, the aflembly were induced to accept of this explanatory charter
in 1726, by a public a& of the general court.

When Governor Shute had obtained this redrefs, he was too infirm to
return to his government, and was allowed a penfion of 400/ fterling a
year for life : the chief command in the adminiftration then devolved upon
Lieutenant-governor Dummer, whofe conduct is univerfally efteemed;
and he was continued in his ftation until the arrival of Governor Burnet

“at Bofton, on the 19th of July, 1728.

William Burnet, Efq. was a fon of the noted Do&or Burnet, bithop of
Sahifbury. He was comptroller-general of the cuftoms in Great Britain,
and exchanged with Governor Hunter, of New York, whofe health re-
quired his return to England : but, upon the acceflion of King George IL
Colonel Montgomery was appointed governor of New York, and Mr.
Burnet was made governor of the Maflachufets Bay, where he died much
lamented on the 7th of September, 1729.

Upon the death of Mr. Burnet, Lieutenant-governor Dummer was
chief in the adminiftration, until the arrival of Jonathan Belcher, Efq. as
governor, on the 8§th of Auguft, 1730. Mr. Belcher was a native of New
England, of a good clear paternal eftate, and confequently of a true natural
intereft in the country. During his government, he ftrongly adhered to

3 his
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his inftructions; but was fuperfeded by a commiffion granted to William
Shirley, Efq. which arrived on the 14th of Auguft, 1741. This new go-
vernor was a gentleman of the law, who had refided and pra&ifed in New

England for feveral years; but the particulars of his adminiftration are
referved for another place.

Thefe are the governors and lieutenant or deputy-governors, appointed
at home, from the date of the new charter in 16g1 to 17§6. The other
royal officers, referved by charter to be appointed by the crown, are the
fecretary and judge of vice-admiralty ; therefore it may not be improper
here to annex a fhort account of their fucceflion.

I. Secretaries. Ifaac Addington, Efq. the firft fecretary, was appointed
by the charter, during pleafure. He died in 1715, and was {ucceeded by
Captain Woodward, who refigned in 1717, in favour of Mr. Willard,
who kept his ftation in 1748.

Il. Vice Admiralty. The charter referves to the crown the exercife of
any admiralty court or jurifdi¢tion, by commiflion to be iffued under the
great feal of the crown, or that of the high admiral or commiflioners for
executing that office. This court of vice-admiralty confifts of a judge,
a king’s advocate, a regifter, and a marfhal. A fole judge without a jury,

in cafes of high confequence; but there lies an appeal to the court of de-
legates in Great Britain,

The fucceflion of judges was as follows ¢

‘Wait Winthrop, Efg. on the 22d of May, 1699, was appointed judge
of admiralty for New York, Maffachufets Bay, Connecicut, Rhode l{land,
and New Hampthire. He was fucceeded by Mr. Atwood in that office, as
alfo for the Jerfeyss; and, on the 1oth of November, 1701, he appointed
Mr. Newton his deputy. Roger Monpeflon, Efq. on the 1ft of April,
1703, had a commiffion as judge for the fame colonies. Nathaniel Byfield,
Efq. had the like commiflion granted on the 13th of December, 1707.
John Menzies, Efq. on the 26th of Auguft, 1715, was appointed judge
for Maflachufets Bay, Hampthire, and Rhode Ifland. Upon the death
of Mr. Menzies in 1728, Robert Auchmuty, Efq. was appointed judge
pro tempare by Governor Burnet, who foon after reinftated Mr. Byfield :
but Mr. Auchmuty fucceeded him in 1733, and was {uperfeded by Cham-
bers Ruflel, Efq. in 1747.

All the officers of this court of vice-admiralty have a power of appoint-
ing deputies; and Mr. Cradock was deputy-judge in 17.45.
Aa 2 Befide
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Befide this court of vice-admiralty in each of the provinces and colo-
nics, there is a jufticiary court of admiralty, for trial of piracies and other
crimes committed upon the high feas. The members of this court are
various in the different colonies ; but in the province of the Maffachufets
Buy, the judges are, the governor, the council, the fecretary, the judge of
vice-admiralty, the commander of the King’s ftation fhips of war, the
{urveyor-general of the northern diftri& of cuftoms, and the colleGor of
the cuftoms for the port of Bofton.

The furvey of the royal timber, efpecially of mafting trees, extends
over the northern provinces and colonies. The officers are appointed
from Great Britain; and are a furveyor-general, with four {ubordinate
furveyors : the whole charge of this furvey is about 8oo/. fterling a year,
with confiderable riding charges, paid by the navy-office.

The officers belonging to the colle&tions of cuftoms are appointed by
the treafury-board, and warranted by the commiflioners of the cuftoms in

Great Britain; but in this province there are only the two collections of
Bofton and Salem.

A deputy auditor was commiflioned by the auditor-general in Great
Britain, to audit the treafurer’s provincial accounts; but, in 1721, this
was declared by the general aflembly of the province to be inconfiftent
with their charter, and was never afterward put in execution.

Before Governor Shute returned to England, he received orders from
thence to get an eftablifhed falary fettled on the governor ; but the affembly
were in no difpofition to leave the governor in a ftate of independency
upon them as to that article. The fame orders were fent to his fucceflor,
William Burnet, Efg. who moft firenuoufly infifted on fuch an eftablith-
ment, purfuant to his inftructions ; but with as ill fuccefs. This interefted
conteft between the governor and the reprefentatives, occafioned much
warmth in the aflembly, and ill blood in the whole body of the people,
who had before their eyes the ruinous effects of the prodigality of Barba-
does to their governor, Mr. Worfley, which they daily groaned under,
and could not take one effeual ftep toward recalling it. Governor Bel-
cher had a falary of 200/, a year fettled upon him by the government of
svew Hamipthire; but the affembly of Boflon would not follow the leading
czample. The council, indeed, were compliable, but the houfe of repre-
fentatives continued inflexible; therefore the governor diffolved the aflem=
bly, and rcmained without any falary,

Before
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Before the houfe broke up, they made the following minutes on the
1t of January, 1731. ¢ After the moft ferious confideration of his Ma-
jefty’s inftrution for fixing a falary on his Excellency and his fucceflors,
together with the rights and privileges of the people, we apprehend the
houfe ought not to accede thereto: but at the fame time we efteem it the
duty of this houfe, as well as their honour, willingly and unanimouily to
give their votes in pafling a&s for the ample and honourable fupport of

his Majefty’s governor.” The people were of the fame fentiments with -

their laft reprefentatives, whom they re-eleted to compofe the new
aflembly, which was alfo diffolved on the fame account: but the third
aflembly were equally refractory as to the grand article of falary. They
ftill perfifted in their refolution to allow the governor 1000/ a year, and
leave the continuance of it to fucceeding aflfemblies ; which the governor
accepted, and put an end for the prefent to this controverfy ; but the royal
injun&ion was ftill infifted upon for eftablithing a falary on the governor.

A new difficulty was raifed in 1733 by the council and reprefentatives,
about the difpofal of the public money. The governor infifted fuch dif-
pofal was only in him; but the affembly, who gave the money, argued
from thence, that fuch right was only in them : however this debate was
determined by the Britifh parliament, who voted, ¢ That the complaint
from New England was frivolous and groundlefs, an high infult upon his
Majefty’s government, and tending to fhake off the dependency of the
faid colony upon Great Britain, to which by law and right they were and
ought to be fubjet.”

In fa&, there was ftill fubfifting in this province a virtuous and public
fpirit, which is the principal fupport of any country : but it will be after-
ward feen, that this public {pirit of the Colonifts has not been always fo
well approved.

SECTION
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SECTION X

The fyfem of lawvs, government, a}zd t/o/e civil adminiflration, effablifhed in
the colony.

T may be obferved in general, that the mode of jurifdi.&io.n 1s much

the fame in all the four colonics of New England, by juftices of the
peace and their quarterly feflions; by i\nferior county-courts of common
law; and by provincial {uperior courts for appeals.

They are divided into conftituted diftricts called townfhips; which are
a kind of bodics corporate, may {ue and be fued, clet all proper officers,
fend deputies to the houfe of reprefentatives, and make bye-laws. The
management of townfhip aftairs is in a few perfons, who are called Select
Men, annually elected by the qualified voters of the townfhips or diftriéts.
In moft of the other Britifh colonies, their conftituted parifhes act as bodies
corporate by cuftom; the management is in veftry men, who generally
are for life, and the furvivors fupply vacancies.

In the four colonies of New England, juries are returned to the feveral

courts by eleftion in certain quotas from the feveral townfhips, but not
by the appointment of the theriffs.

As to the colony of Maflachufets Bay in particular, it thould be remem-
bered, that their original old charter was dated the 4th of March, 1629;
foon after which, the company in London chofe Mr. Winthrop governor,
and Mr. Dudley deputy-governor. At the firft meeting of the court of
afliftants at Charles-Town, on the 23d of Auguft, 1630, they eftablifhed
rules of proceeding in all civil actions, and inflituted fubordinate powers
for punithing offenders. The {upreme authority being in the court of

afliftants, they refolved upon frequent meetings for the execution of it in
the manner formerly mentioned.

In 1634, the plantation was greatly increafed ; fettlements were extended
more than thirty miles from the capital town; and it was thought high
time to have known eftablithed laws, that the inhabitants might no longer
be fubject to the varying uncertain judgments which otherwife would be
made concerning their a&ions. The minifters and fome of the laymen
were confulted about a body of laws fuited to the circumftances of the
colony both civil and religious. Committees of magiftrates and elders were

appointed
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appointed-almoft every year, for twelve years fucceffivély ; and while they

were fitting a code, particular laws, which were of the greateft neceflity,
were occafionally enacted ; the whole were collected together, ratified by
the court, and printed in 1648. Mr. Bellingham, of the magiftrates’s
and Mr. Cotton, of the clergy, had the principal fhare in this work.

The cxpence of fettling the Maflachufets Bay colony, for the firft
twelve years, was about two hundred thoufand pounds fterling ; and the
fettlers wore neither necefitous nor criminals *. The chara&er of thefe
new planters, with the ftate and condition they were in before they left
England, and after thiir arrival in America, fo as to fee the fource of the
peculiarities in their laws and cuftoms, has been confidered before; but
here is the place to make {fome farther obfervations thereon.

The charac&er which the colony acquired, by the ftriénefs and feverity
of their laws, induccd many perfons of pious minds to come over them-
felves, and others to fend their children for education, many of whom re-
mained there. Pennfylvania, by a greater latitude in their {yftem, have
drawn inhabitants in much greater proportion; but the anceftors of the
New England people valued themfelves upon being a colony for religion ;.
and Mr. Penn had no other motive to found his colony than human

policy.

Thofe who firft dire@ed the fprings of government in New England’
a&ted fo far upon principle, that they did not choofe fuch punifhments for
crimes, as were merely in proportion to their affeCting the fafety or peace
of fociety ; a principle upon which the European nations have been
attempting to mod:l their criminal laws for feveral ages paft; but the new
colonifts annexed greater penalties to fome immoralities and impleties than
had been known in their native country ; this brought circumftances under
the notice of the civil magiftrate, which would have efcaped it in Eng-
land ; and fome acions might have been judged criminal that would have-
appeared indifferent to minds lefs {crupulous.

Murder, fodomy, witcheraft, and rape of a child under ten years of

age, were the only crimes made capital 1n the colony, which were fo in
England; and yet, from the above miftaken principle, the laws of the
infant colony were more fanguinary than thofe of the mother-country ;
for many offences were made capital in the former, which were not fo in

the latter. Thus homicide, was either murder, excufable homicide, or-

% Mr. Dummer’s defence of the New England charters..

juftifiables;

e
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juftifiable; for they dit not make the diftinGtion of manfiughter from
murder: becaufe the benefit of clergy was of popifh extrat, and burning
in the hand appearcd to them a ridiculous ceremony.

Blafphemy, and man-ftealing, were alfo made capital : fo was adultery
vith a married woman, both to the man and woman, although the man
was fingle, and feveral have fuffered death upon this law: but male
adultery with an unmarried woman, was not capital.

Perjury, if wilful, with intent to take away the life of another, was
death, from Deut. xix. 16. but this crime was never made capital in
England, though it highly deferves that punithment: in this inftance,
however, the Maflachufets law appears to have agreed with the civil
law, the laws of Scotland at this day, and of fomc other European
ftates.

A child above f{ixteen years of age, that curfed, or fmote the father or
mother, unlefs provoked by cruelty, or unchriftianly neglected educa-
tion; and alfo a ftubborn and rebellious fon, according to Deut. xx1. 20.
upon convition, were to fuffer death. There have been feveral trials
upon this law ; but there appears only one conviction, and the offender
vas pardoned in 1663.

High-treafon was not mentioned ;. becaufle the roval authority had
funk before they agreed upon their code : but confpiracy to invade their
own commonwealth, or any treacherous perfidious attempt to fundamen-
tally alter and fubvert the frame of their polity and government, was
made a capital offence. :

Rapinc was left to the difcretion of the court, to punifh with death,
or otherwife. 'This crime was not capital by the Jewith law, and for
that reafon it was not {o for many years by the colony law : but when
complaints vere made againft the colony, in 1678, it was by law made
capital. '

Several offences were capital upon a fecond conviction ; as the return-
ing of a Romifh prieft into the jurifdiGtion, after banihment upon the
firlt convittion ; and the law was the fame with refpet to Quakers.

The denial of either of the books of the Old and New Tef’famént,’
which were all enumerated to be the written and infallible word of
God, was either banifhment or death, for the fecond offence, at the dif-

cretion
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cretion. of the court ; and, what is extraordinary, an inhabitant who
was guilty of this offence upon the high-feas, was made liable to the
penalty.

Burglary and theft, in a houfe or fields, on a Lord’s Day, werc capi-
tal upon a third convi&ion.

Thefe were all the offences which they made capital : but in the firft
draught of the laws, by Mr. Cotton, divers other offences were made
capital.  Thus, profaning the Lord’s Day 1n a carelefs or {cornful ne-
glect or contempt thereof ; as in Numbers xv. 30—30. Reviling the ma-
giftrates in higheft rank ; that is, the governor and council ; as in Exod.
xxii. 18. 1 Kings xxil. 8, 9, 44. Defiling a woman efpouled ; as in
Deut. xxii. 23—26. Inceft within the Levitical degrees. The pollu-
tion mentioned in Levit. xx. 13—16. Lying with a maid in her fa-
ther’s houfe, and keeping it fecret until the was married to another.

The punithment by death was erafed from all thefe offences by Mr.
Winthrop, who left them to. the difcretion of the court to infli& any
other punifhment not capital.

From the fame prejudice in favour of Ifraelitith cuftoms, a fondnefs
arofe, or at lealt was increafed, for fignificant names for children; of
whom the three firft baptized in Bofton. church were, Joy, Recompence,
and Pity. The humour fpread ; and the town of Dorchelfter, in parti-
cular, was remarkable for {fuch names as Faith, Hope, Charity, Deliver-
ance, Dependance, Preferved, Content, Prudent, Patience, Thankful,
Hate-evil, Holdfaft, and others; many of which are ftill retained in
fome families, in remembrance of their anceftors.

Profanation. of the fabbath was ten fhillings penalty.

Fornication might be punifhed by enjoining marriage, by fines, or
corporal punithment ; and a freeman, convicted of this offence, might:
be disfranchifed..

Idlenefs was no.fmall offéence; common fowlers, tobacco-takers, and’
all other perfons who could give no good account how they fpent their
time, the conftables were required to prefent to the next magiftrate, and:
the felet-men. of every town were required to overfee the families, to-
diftribute the children into clafles, and take care they were employed in:
fpinning and other labour, according to their age and condition.

VoL, L Bb Cantempt:
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Contempt of authority was punifhed with great feverity, by fines, im-
prifonment, or corporal punifhment.

Lefler offences, as all breakers of the peace, and alfo every offence
contra bonos mores, the court punifhed at difcretion, if there was no de-

terminate penalty.

Negrées were brought in very early among them: but they had a
law againft flavery, except prifoners taken in war.

In teftamentary matters, the county courts had jurifdition by law,
They at firft fo far followed the civil law as to confider real'eﬁates as
mere bona, and did not confine themfclves to any rule of diftribution
then in ufe in England, and which were afterward more fully eftablithed
by the ftatute of diftributions. They confidered the family and eftate
in all their circumftances, and fometimes afligned a greater portion to
one branch than another ; fometimes they fettled all upon the widow;
in other cafes afligned the whole eftate to the adminiftrators, or to any
relation who would undertake to fupport or provide for the family, and
pay certain fums to the children when they came to age or marriage.
All this feems to be neceflary in a new plantation, where moft people
foon fpent what little perfonal eftate they had, in improvement upon
their lands.

When they eflablithed a general rule, they conformed very near to
the rules refpeting perfonal eftate in England, only they gave the eldeft
fon a double portion; and in the real eftate, the widow was generally
confidered for her dower only ; but ftill, according to the circumftances
of the eflate and family, the court would confider the widow, and al-
low her a greater or lefler part, and enjoin her to take care of the
children unable to provide for themiclves, in proportion to what the
reccived.  The common law was altered with refpe to fee-fimple
eftates, which defcended to every child : and it feems natural to {uppofe,
that eftates in fee-tail fhould defcend in like manner, except fo far as
the entail limited or cut the fce; as in gavelkind all the fons take as
heir of the body : notwithftanding which, the conftru@tion of a general
tail was fuch, that the heir at common law took as heir of the body to
the exclufion of other children : but traitors and felons might difpole of
their eftates by will, after fentence; and, if they died inteftate, diftribu-
tion was made, as in other cafes, becaufe there were no forfeitures.

They held their lands as of the manor of Eaft Greenwich, in free
and common focage ; from whence they conceived that focage-tenure in-

cluded
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cluded all the cuftoms and properties of gavelkind. They made provi-
fion, by temporary laws, for the charges of government; which was
done for many years in the moft equitable way, by affefling every inha-~
bitant in proportion to the profits of his whole eftate : but after the year
1645, impofts and excifes were introduced.

Their military laws at firft were more fevere, and every perfon was
required to appear in arms once every month for military exercife; fome
few perfons in public office only excepted. This was afterward reduced
to eight times in a year, and at length to four. Every inhabitant was
to be furnithed with arms and ammunition: but a few months actual
fervice againft the Indian enemy in Philip’s war, made better foldiers,
than all their exercife at home had done in forty years. Upon the di-
vifion of the colony into regiments, colonels and lieutenant-colonels were
appointed to each regiment; which was of no long continuance; for
afterward they had a ferjeant-major to every regiment, and a major-
general for the whole, who were chofen by the freemen: but the of-
ficers of the feveral companies were chofen by their men refpetively,
and prefented to the general court for their approbation.

As to their legiflative and judiciary forms, with fome {pecial cufloms,
it may be obferved, that their ena&ing ftyle was, ¢ It is ordered by this
court, and the authority thereof.” For many years, the governor, af-
fiftants or council, not under feven; with the deputies or reprefentatives,
in a legal capacity, voted together: but, in 1652, that the governor
and council fhould {it and vote apart, fo as to conftitute a feparate nega-
tive. 'The governor, deputy-governor, and afliftants, or council called
magiftrates, werce the fuperior court for appeals in civil cafes; and were
the court of Oyer and Terminer in cafes of life, member, banithment,
or divorce. After they were conflituted two difin& houfes, if they
happened to differ in any cafes of judicature civil or criminal, the affair
was to be determined by a vote of the whole court affembled together.
The general court only had power to pardon condemned criminals
no general court was to continue above a year ; and the governor when
prefent was prefident in all courts. The governor, deputy-governor, o1
majority of the affiftants, might call a general affembly, which was not
to be adjourned or diffolved but by a vote of the {fame.

The officers annually elected by the freemen in general, were, the:
governor; deputy-governor, afliftants, treafurer, major-general, admiral,
commiffioners for the United Colonies, and {ecretary.

Bb 2 By
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By an act in 1641, the frezmen had liberty to choofe deputies for the
genéral court, cither in their own county or town, or o::lfewhf.:rez as they
thought proper, {o as they were freemen inhabiting that jurifdition :
but thi3 law was not re-enafted under the new charter adminiftration.

Dv a law made in 1654, no common attorney in any inferior court
1.us to be admitted to fit as a deputy in the general court or aflem-
blv. In 1634, an order or law was made, that no trial thould pafs upon
any for life or death, without a jury regularly chofen by freemen: but
grand-jurics were not legally eftablifhed until September 10635, when
about one hundred offences were prefented at the firft court.

In criminal matters, a fpirit of virtue produced informers, without
reproach to their charaers; and in criminal profecutions a bill was to
be regularly feund by a grand jury, in which they were not very for-
mal ; becaufe fornetimes the bill would be indorfed, that the jury had
firong grounds of {ufpicion, yet not fufficient evidence to put upon
trial.

As the coleny increafed, and the fettlements extended remote from the
capital, it was tound neceflary to make a divifion into fhires or counties;
and courts were held 1n each county ; fome had four in a year, others
tv.0, and Main but one. Thefe courts were held by the magiftrates who
refided in each county, or any others who would attend, together with
fuch other perfons as the freemen of the county fhould nominate, and
the general court approve, fo as to make five in all, and any three to
~old a court, who had power to determine all civil caufes, and all crimi-
nal, that were not capital.

Ta feveral towns, a petty court was eftablithed for fmall debts and
trefpafles under twenty {hullings: and in every town the fele&-men
had power to determine all offences againit the bye-laws of the place
under the penalty of twenty {hillings : but the bye-laws could not ex-
tend to matters criminal in their nature; being limited to the regulation
of their buildings, fences, and ftreets; fo as to prevent nuifances, or
improve conveniences, for the ufe and accommodation of the inhabi-
tants.

Their judicial preceedings were in a particular fummary way ; and
they feem tohave not much regarded forms in books of entries. At firft,
the parties.{poke for themfelves ; but fometimes they were aflifted by a

patron,
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patron, or man of fuperior abilities, who gave his-afliftance voluntarily,
without fee or reward.

As early as the year 1640, they made provifion for a public regiftry ;
and no mortgage, bargain, fale, or grant of any realty was good, where
the grantor remained in pofleffion, againft any perfons, except the gran-
tor and his heirs, unlefs the fame was acknowledged before a magiftrate,
and recorded : and all grants that had been before made were to be ac-
knowledged and recorded.

Every marriage, birth, and death was likewife regiftered, firft in the
town, and then in the county regifter; under a fine of twenty fhillings
for negle&.

For the firft twenty years, they ufed little formality in their de s and
conveyances of titles to lands: but, in 1651, it was ordered, tha- no
eftate of inheritance fthould pafs, unlefs it was exprefled in the deed cr
conveyance, ‘“ To have and to hold to the grantee and his heirs for
ever,” or words to that effet: and fo no eftate tail, except cxprefled,
“ to the heirs male of the body lawfully begotten for ever, or to the gran-
tee for life or term of years,”

QOaths were adminiftered with no other ceremony than holding up the
hand ; which was fufficient to diftinguifh a witnefs from the reft of the
court. Kifling, or laying the hand upon the book, was fcrupled, as an
idolatrous ceremony ; nor has it ever fince been pralifed in any of the
governments in New England, except when fpecial commiffions from
Great Britain, to take depofitions to be ufed in the courts of judicature
there, have made it neceffary. .

In 1652, it was enacted, that a Mint-houfe thould be ercéted at Bof-
ton, to coin filver of fterling alloy into 124. 64. and 3d. picces in va-
lue lefs than that of the prefent Englith coin by 2 4. in the fhilling : the
ftamp to be, within a double ring ; on the one fide, MAsSACHUSETS, with
a tree in the center; on the other fide, NEw ENCLAND, with the year
1652 ; and the figures x11. vI. and 111, according to the value of each
piece ; with a private mark. All the New England coin is dated 1652 ;
. though they continued coining for fome years afterwards; which is a
" prerogative of the fovereign, not of a colony : but fcarce any of this
coin appears at prefent; becaufe, with all other filver coin, it has been
ejeCted by a paper currency. Excepting Englifh coin, no other was to
be currcnt; and five per_cent. for charges of coining, was allowed l})ly
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the owners of the filver brought into the mint to be coined : but expor-
tation of this coin, except twenty fhillings for neceflary expences, was
prohibited, on pain of confifcation of all effe&s.

i ivided into the three

he old charter times, the colony was at firft divi
coigt;else (?f Scullel:olk, Effex, and Middlefex ; but wh?n they aflumed the
jurifdi¢tion of New Hamplhire and province 'of Main, and f.etgled com-
paltly upon Conne&icut River, the colony, in 1671, was divided into

thefe counties :

Counties. Chief Towns.
1. Suffolk, Bof_’con.
2. Norfolk, Salifbury and Hampton,
3. Effex, Salem and Ipfwich.
3. Pifcataqua, Dover and Portfmouth.
5. Middlefex, Charles Town and Cambridge,
6. Yorkfhire, York. -
7. Hampthire, Northampton and Springfield.

But as they now ftand, the feveral counties, with their courts of ge-
neral quarter-feflions, and inferior court of common-pleas, are as follow :

At_Bofton ; firft Tuefday of January, April,
1. Suffolk, — { July, and O&ober.
a. Effex, — day in December ; Newbury, laft Tuefda

. Middlefex,

(78]

4. Hampfhire,

5. Worcefter,

6. Plymouth,

7. Barnftaple,

in December : and Ipfwich, laft Tuefday in
March.

Cambridge; third Tuefday in May: Charles
Town ; fecond Tuefday in December and
March : Concord ; laft Tuefday in Auguft.

{Springﬁeld; third Tuefday in May; laft Tuef-

{ Salem; fecond Tuefday of July, and laft Tuef-

day in February and November,

Worcefter ; firft Tuefday in November and Fe-
bruary; fecond Tuefday in May ; third
Tuefday in Auguft.

Plymouth; firft Tuefday in March; third
Tucfday in May, September and December.

Barnftaple ; laft Tuefday in June; third Tuef-

day in March, O&ober, and January.

m—
——

dayin Auguft : Northampton ; fecond Tuef-

S

. 8. Briftol,
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Briftol ; fecond Tuefday in March, June, Sep-

{ tember, and December.

York ; firft Tuefday in April, July, O&ober,
and January : Falmouth; firft Tuefday in
O&ober.

Edgartown ; firft Tuefday in March ; laft Tuef=

{ day in O&ober.

Sherburne ; laft Tuefday in March ; firft Tuef-
day in O&ober.

8. Briftol, —
9. York, —

10. Duke’s County,

11. Nantucket, {

The fuperior courts of judicature and affizes are alfo held in the follow-
1ng manner :

1. Suffolk, — iBog(;’n; third Tuefday in Auguft and Febru-
Fflex — §Salem; fecond Tuefday in November: Ipf-
- wich ; fecond Tuefday in May.

(&

3. Middlefex, — {Cambridge ; firft Tuefday in Auguft: Charles
Town ; laft Tuefday in January.

4. Hampfhire, —  Springfield ; fourth Tuefday in September.

5. Worcefter, — Worcefter; third Tuefday in September.

6. Plymouth, —  Plymouth; fecond Tuefday in July.

g' gﬁlilgzpé?us?}? }Barnﬁaple ; third Tuefday in July.

. ’
9. Briftol, — . Briftol ; fourth Wednefday in O&ober.
10. York, —_— York; third Wednefday in June.

By a& of aflembly, occafionally but not flatedly, the times of fitting
of thefe feveral courts alter, and as they may be varied from time to
time by a&s of the provincial affembly, the above is only a temporary
account.

By charter, the general affemblies are allowed to ere& judicatories ;
to hear and determine concerning pleas, whether real, perfonal, or
mixed ; and all manner of crimes, capital or not capital. In perfonal
actions, where the matter in differcnce exceeds the value of 300 /. fter-
_ling, appeals are allowed to the king in council; provided fuch appeal
"be made in fourteen days after judgment given; and that before fuch
appeal is allowed, fecurity be given by the appellants to the value of the
matter in controverfy, with cofts and damages, fo as execution is not
ftaid. -

Their
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Their judicatories in civil aCtions were thus conftituted : 1. All attions
under 10/. old tenor, which may now be about zo0s. fterling, are at
firft inftance cognizable by a juftice of peace. 2. From thence lies an
appeal to the county court of common-pleas; which court feems of no
great confequence, and generally ferves, without much pleadings, only
to tranfimit it to the fuperior and provincial court, perhaps the moft up-
right of any in the plantations: but all attions not exceeding the val.ue
as above, muft originate in the inferior courts. 3. From t.he. inferior
court of common pleas, there is appeal to a fuperior or proviacial court
in their circuits 3 and this is alfo a court of Oyer and Terminer in civil
affuirs. 4. From this court there is a review to the fame court of judges,
but of another jury. 5. There lics a liberty of petitioning the general
affembly, as a court of error, upon proper allcgations, to order a re-
hearing before the fame fuperior court.

In each county, the governor and council appoint one high-fheriff,
with a powcr of deputifing ; and any number of coroners, the judges
of the feveral courts, are generally accepted on recommendation from
the gevernor.

The juries never were appointed by the fheriffs of the counties; but
every townfhip, at a regularly called town-meeting, elected their quota
for the county: but as fome deligning men officioufly attended thefe
townthip-meetings, upon particular occafions, to obtain a packed or par-
tial jury, the jurors were afterward by lot, fome by chance, and others
by rctation : but the privilege of juries feems to give the people a nega-
tive, even in the executive part of the civil government.

In each county, befide the civil officers appointed by the governor and
council, and the military or militia officers appointed by the governor as
captain-general, there is a county-treafurer, and a county-regifter or re-
corder of decds or real conveyances. Thefe officers are chofen by a joint
written vote of the qualified voters in each townthip of the county, and
forted in the next quarter-feflions: but the county-treafurers annually
render and pafs their accounts with a committee of the general affembly.

The plantations and farms in the old townthips near Bofton, are ge-
nerally become finall, occafioned by a provincial a& of affembly, which
divides the real 25 well as the perfonal eftate of inteftates, among all the
children or collaterals.  The people there are much bigotted to this pro-
vince lave, and frequently die inteftate : but this humour is attended with
tome advanteges; as where a farm thus becomes fmall, the pofleflor can-

~
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not live by it, and is obliged to fell to the proprietor of fome adjoining
farm, and move farther inland, where he can purchafe wafte land ia
great quantities at an eafy rate, to the enlargement of the country im-
provements. Thus in the townfhips which now compofe the county of
Wox:ceﬁer, about half a century ago, there were not above two hundied
families ; whereas, in the valuation in 1742, there were found in that
county about three thoufand two hundred taxable white male perfons,
though the number has been fince diminifhed by the late wars upon that
continent.

The civil adminiftration may be divided into the fupreme court of le-
giflature, called the general-court or general-aflembly of the province;
and the fubordinate executive courts. The great and general-court, or
provincial affembly, confifts of three negatives; the governor, council,
and houfe of reprefentatives, in the following manner :

1. The governor is by patent or commiflion from the king, durante bene
placito, with a book of inftru@ions, which are binding to him, though
not fo conclufive to the houfe of reprefentatives. The military govern-
ment by land and fea is {olely vefted in the governor, who grants all com-
miflions in the militia ; appointsall judges, juftices, and fheriffs; and he
has a negative not only in all bills of affembly, but likewife in all their
eletions of officers, that of a fpeaker not excepted. Thus the governor
commiffions all militia and other military officers independently of the
council or aflembly ; he nominates all civil oflicers, except thofe con-
cerned in the finances, and they are accordingly appointed with confent
of the council. He calls, diffolves, prorogues, adjourns, and removes
the general affembly at pleafure. Some governors have alfo refufed their
affent to bills, refolves, and orders of the general-court; thus a dele-
gated power afflumes more than the fovereign authority ; for the Kings
of Great Britain, efpecially of late years, have never exerted this branch
of their royal prerogative, except upon fome extraordinary occafion.

The juft pecuniary profits of the governor have been always confider-
able, and of late years he has been allowed a falary of 1000/ fterling a
year. He has one-third of all cuftom-houfe feizures. The naval office
belongs to him, with many fees of various kinds; and in time of war
there are fees for granting letters of marque to private thips of war,
befide many emoluments arifing from military tranfations by land. The
governor, however, is not authorized by charter to imprefs men into the
military fervice, to march out of the province, without an act or refolve

of the general-court ; nor can he give his aflent to any a& for repealing

VouL. L. Cc . any
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any of the flanding laws of the provinee, without a fufpending claufe;
that is, until a copy thercof be tranfml.tted and laid before the !:mg, to
whom the governor is accountable for his conduct upon complaints ex-
tibited againft him from the colony.

2. The fecond negative in the legiflature is, that of the king’s or gover-
nor’s council, called the honourable board ; which confifts of twenty-
eight affiftants or counfellors, to be advifing and aflifting to the governor,
and to conftitute one negative in the legiflature, {imilar to the Houfe of
Lords in Great Britain. They are annually chofen the laft Wednefday
in May, by a joint vote of the laft year’s counfellors, and the new houfa
oi reprefentatives.

This negative is called THE BoARD ; but there feems to be fome jp-
conveniencies in the conflitution of their power, for they may be inti-
midatcd by the governor, who has a power of negativing the eleGion of
any counfellor, without alleging reafons; and they alfo ftand in awe
of the members of the third negative, as to their ele@ion by the houfe
of reprefentatives.

The council are aflifting to the governor, by their advice and confent
in appointing all civil officers, except thofe of the finances ; and {even of
the council make a board. The governor and council have the probate
of wills, of granting adminiftrations, and of divorces ; but they ap-
point a f{ubordinate judge of probates in each county. The governor
alfo, with the advice and confent of the council, nominates and appoints

Judges, commiffioners of Oyer and Terminer, fheriffs, juftices of the

peace, and other civil officers ; but no fuch appointment is to be made
without fummons iffued feven days before unto fuch of the counfellors
as fhould be refiding within the province at that time.

3. The third negative in the legiflative body is called * The honourable
houfe of reprefentatives,” by whom the freemen are reprefented in their
lower houfe ; not by eletion from counties, cities, and boroughs, as in
Great Britain, and in fome of the Britith ccolonies ; but from certain dif-
trits of land incorporated by the names of townthips, very unequal in
extent. Thus Springfield contains upwards of one hundred thoufand
acres, and Medford does not contain above two thoufand acres; but ge-

nerally they fhould be about fix miles fquare, or near twenty-three thou=
{and acres.

By
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By charter, each place is impowered to depute two perfons and no
more ; yet Bofton is allowed to fend four, and might be allowed twenty,
confidering its taxes and number of inhabitants in proportion to the
whole colony reprefentations; but fuch proportions are not obferved in
Great Britain : the qualification of an eletor is forty thillings a year frac-
hold, or other eftate to the value of fifty pounds fterling.

By alts of aflembly, all townthips under one hundred and twenty
qualified voters, are reftrited to fend one reprefentative ; but with this rea-
fonable qualification, that no towathip, confifting of lefs than eighty
legal voters, thall be fined for not fending a reprefentaiive,

The votes of the houfe of ‘reprefentatives are regularly printed at
the public charge; one copy for each townfhip, and another copy for
each member. The prefent enadting ftyle is, “ Be it enafted by the
governor, council, and reprefentatives.” Thankigivings and fafts are
appointed by the governor and council, at the defire of the houfe of re-
prefentatives. 'When a joint committee of both houfes is appointed,
generally one-third is from the council, and two-thirds from the repre-

fentatives, who infift upon feveral privileges, and the following in par-
ticular: ’

I. That the governor’s inftru@ions from the fecretary of ftate of that
department, are recommendatory, but not obligatory upon the reprefen-
tatives of the people. And they alfo affert, that they are at liberty to
vary from any former grants to governors,

2. That the council may only concur or not concur in a tax or any
other money-bill ; but may make no amendment ; and the affair of fup-
plying the treafury always originates in the houfe of reprefentatives.

Although the military are the abfolute prerogative of the crown, the
aflembly, efpecially the houfe of reprefentatives, have fometimes com-

plained and admonithed the governor, upon extraordinary occafions, in
that refpect. -

Writs for calling a general aflembly are to iffue from the fecretary’s
office_thirty days before their meeting, dire&ted to the feleGt-men, as re-
turning officers ; the returns to be made into the fecretary’s office one

day at leaft before the time prefixed for the meeting of the general af-.

fembly. Aboutone hundred and fifty reprefentatives are fummoned ; and
forty conftitute a houfe. The penalty for non-attendance is five fhillings
Cc2 a day.
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a dav. All reprefentatives, with one fon or fervant each, to have per-
fonal protection during their feflions, except in cafes of treafon or fe-
lony: but about onc-third of the towns, which have precepts fent them,

return no reprefentatives.

There are a few things.in which this houfe of reprefentatives differs
from the praice of the houfe of commons in Great Britain ; particu-
lurlv, that a reprefentative muft be refident in the townthip for which
he is elected; and that counfellors or reprefentatives may ferve their
country upon wagcs.

As to Taxes, and Valuations, it is only neceflary to obferve ; 1. That
the provincial Taxes of Maflachufetts Bay confift of three articles; excife,
impefls, and rates, '

1. Excife, as fettled, by alt of affembly, 1s upon brandy, rum, and
other f{pirits diftilled ; lemons, oranges, and limes. Bofton, with
the reft of the county of Suffolk’s excife, 1n 1748, was farmed for
10,000/, old tenor, being about 1oool. fterling: but this tax has.
heen greatly augmented f{ince that time,

II. Impoft, is by tonnage upon foreign wines and goods ; upon falt,.
cotton-wool, and provifions, the growth of the colony: but prize-
goods condemned in any part of the province, and. goods from
Great Britain, are exempted from impoft..

III. Rates, are taxes upon polls and eftates: polls are all white men-
of fixteen years of age and upward : cftates are real, perfonal,’ and
faculty, or income arifing from their trade and bufinefs. Thofe
exempted from polls and rates are, the governer, lieutenant-gover~
nor, and their families; the prefident, fellows, and ftudents of
Harvard College ; {ettled minifters and grammar fchoolmafters ; as
alfo perfons deemed invalids, by age, infirmities, and poverty.

The annual fupplies, or appropriations, are in many articles : thus, o
the 400,000/, old tenor in 1748, there were granted the following
fums: ' ’

For garrifons, armed veflels, forces upon the eaftern- £.
and weftern frontiers, — 160,000

Warlike ftores and commiflaries diburfements, 136,000
Allowances and grants, 72,000

Expended
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Expended where no eftablithment, 12,000

Contingencies, — — 2,000
Reprefentatives wages, e — 18,000
- Total L. 400,000

With regard to money-affairs ; as the emiffion of public provincial bills

of credit, called paper-money ; fupphes of the treafury ; and govern-
ment charges ; all thefe, at various times, have been exprefled in dif-

ferent tenors ; as old tenor, middle tenor, new tenor firft, and new tenor

fecond ; which laft was about twelve per cent. worfe than new tenor firft,
though they have pafled indifferently at the fame value. Thefe various
tenors, if reduced to old tenor the original, and to a proper ftandard
of exchange with London, compared with the value of currencies in the
other Britith Colonies as they flood in: 1748, will appear thus:

For 100/ fterling, the currency was for New England r100/. New
York 190/, Eaft Jerfeys 190./. Weft Jerfeys 180/ Pennfylvania 180/
Maryland 200/, Virginia 120/ to 125/, North Carolina 1000 /. South

Carolina 750 LBarbadoes 130/ Antigua 170 to 180/ St. Chriftopher’s-

160/, and Jamaica 140/

SECTIOM
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SECTION XL

The ccclefiaflical conflitution of the colony s the univerfity, and fate of

learning there.

T was one great defign of the firft planters of the Maflachufets colony,

to obtain for themfelves and their pofterity the liberty of worthipping
God in fuch manner as appeared to them to be moft agreeable to Holy
Writ. They did not fuppoie the form of epifcopal government to be en-
joined by divine authority ; and they knew very well, that, upon their
arrival in America, they would be no longer fubjet to any diocefan in
England. They muft however have fuppofed fome form of church-go-
vernment would be neceflary; yet they were far from being determined
what it thould be. The New England Puritans, when at full liberty,
went the full length which the Separatifts did in England ; but it does
not follow that they would have done {o if they had remained in their
mother-country. Upon their removal, they fuppofed their relation both
to the civil and ecclefiaflical government, except {o far as a {pecial referve
made by their charter, was at an end, and that they had right to form
fuch new model of both as was moft agreeable to their fituation and cir-
cumftances.

They feem to have had no fettled plan of church-government until the
arrival of Mr. Cotton in 1633, who projeed the plan of government of
the New England churches, which from that time took the name of con-
gregational. This was called the middle way between Brownifm and

Prefbyterianifm, and is faid to be diftinguifhed by the four following cha=
ra&eriftics :

1ft, The fubjeét matter of the vifible church; that is, faints by calling,
fuch as are acquainted with the principles of religion, who profefs

their faith, and the manner how they were brought to the knowledge
of God by faith in Chrift.

2d, The conftitutive part of a particular vifible church ought to be a

mutual covenanting, to walk together in the Chriftian communion,
according to the rule of the gofpel.

3d; No chureh ought to be of larger extent, or greater number, than

may ordinarily meet together in one place, for the celebration of
divine worfhip, -

2 4th, There
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4th, There is no jurifdi@ion to which particular churches ought to be
fubje&, by way of authoritative cenfure.

Thele are faid to be the principles upon which a platform of church-go-
vernment was eftablithed. By the law eftablithed in the colony, no man
COl.lld have a fhare in the adminiftration of civil government, or give his
voice in any eletion, unlefs he was a member of one of the churches,

The minifters of the feveral churches in Bofton have always been {up-
ported by a free weekly contribution: but in the country towns compul-
fory laws were found neceflary; thus, in 1654, the county-courts were
empowered to aflefs upon the inhabitants of the feveral towns, which
neglected the fupport of the miniftry, a fum fufficient to make up the
defe@, agreeable to the condition on which the lands were granted.

They laid afide the fafts and feafts of the Church of England, and fre-
quently appointed days of thankf{giving, as occafion required. Befide oc-
cafional fafts, they conftantly appointed a day for fafting and prayer,
every vernal period, to implore the divine bleflings upon their affairs the
enfuing year: and in the autumnal feafon they had a day of thanki{giving
for the favours conferred upon them in the preceding year. By a law of
the colony, every perfon abfenting himfelf from the public worfhip, on
thefe days, without fufficient excufe, was liable to five fhillings fine.

During the fifty years the old charter continued, there were few
inftances of any fociety of Chriflians profefledly differing in do&rine,
difcipline, or form of worfhip from the eftablithed churches. The num-
ber of Baptifts was fmall : the Quakers came over in fmall parties; nor
was there any epifcopal church in any part of the colony, until the charter
was vacated.

They were talled Independents, becaufe every congregation was inde-
pendent of the other churches; but not independent of the civil govern-
ment. A church confifted only of fo many people as could conveniently
meet together in one audience, and under covenant among themfelves. A
vote of their brotherhood made and unmade their minifter, elders, and
deacons; nor could a minifter adminifter but to his own congregzaticn.
~ They allowed of communion with other churches in wo.rgl angl prayer ;
but not in facraments and difcipline : and though they adviled with neigh-
bouring churches, they were under no obligation to follow their advice..

After fome time they fiill becatne more moderate and f{ociable, when
they converted the defignation Independent to that of Congregational.
Although
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Although they retained the notion of an independent fupreme ecclefiaftical
power in each congregation, they allowed that fometimes it might be
expedient to have the advice of fynods and councils. Thus infenfibly and
naturally, for the fake of good order, they fell into the Prefbyterian mode;
and, in fa&, have had feveral fynods eppointed by the civil legiflature.

In 1718, it was propofed in the general affembly to call a fynod of the
congregational churches of the province of Maflachufets Bay ; but this
was rejected, becaufe, by the act of union of England and Scotland in
1707, it was provided that the Church of England government, in all the
Englith Colonies, fhould be for ever eftablifhed.

The telt went a great way toward producing a general uniformity;
and he that refufcd to conform was deprived of more civil privileges
han a Nonconformift was deprived of by the teft in England; but both

of thecm muft have occafioned much formality and hypocrify. Befide this

teft, another reafon may be afligned. As good, if not better lands than
any in the colony lay contiguous to it; and men of different opinions
chofe to remove where they might enjoy both civil and religious liberty,
rather than remain and be deprived of either: {o that, in this way, birth
and quick growth were given to a neighbouring colony, which admitted
perfons of all religions, and gave cqual privileges in gencral; therefore
as foon as what they called a feGary fprang up in the Maflachufets colony,
it was tranfplanted to Rhode Ifland.

Befide the fynodal conformity, the Independents of New England
became lefs contracted and of more cxtenfive charity in other articles; fo
that, at prefent, the Congregationalifts may be cftecmed among the moft
n:oderate and charitable of thofe who profefs the do&trines of Chriftianity.

Although a church properly confifted of no more perfons than could
conveniently meet together in one place, cemented by a Loly covenant,
and admitted into church-memberfhip by perfonal public confeffion; yet
now they have relaxed of that rigidity, and particularly in the following
inftances :

1. In many of their churches they do not require that perfonal public
confeflional appearance to be admitted into church-memberfhip, but
only a private application to their pafler or minifier, to be communicated
to the church only, if required. 2. They admit occzfionally members of
vther churches to the Lord’s Supper, by letters of recommendation. 2. A
minifter may occafionally adminifter the facraments to a neighbou?'ing

~acant church. 4. The brethren of the church, at the ordination of a
minfter,
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minifter, do not lay on hands; but it is done by the laying on of the
hands of the minifters of fome neighbouring churches invited for that
purpofe ; and this is a confiderable feftival day in the townfhip or parith.

5. Alay-elder may teach and perform all offices except the adminiftration
of the facraments.

201

After all that may be faid in favour of the ecclefiaftical conftitution,
the firength of it lay in the union with the civil authority. The ufual
way of deciding differences and controverfies in churches, it is true, was
by a council, confifting of the elders and other meflengers of neighbouring
churches; and when there was a general agreement in fuch councils,
the contending parties ufually acquiefced ; but if the council happened to
differ in apprehenfions among themfelves, or if either of the contending
parties were contumacious, it became a common thing for the civil ma-
giftrate to interpofe and terminate the difpute.

In a New England ordination, five diftin& parts are required: 1. A
preparatory prayer.. 2. A fuitable fermnon. 3. A charge. 4. Another

prayer. 5. The right-hand of fellowfhip; but fome join in the impofi-
tion of hands.

/

The minifters of the congregational perfuafion in the province of Mal-
fachufets Bay continue to meet annually about the time of the general pro-
vincial eleCtion of counfellors; not by afluming any ecclefiaftical autho-
rity, but only by way of brotherly intercourfe.

The firft Church of England congregation formed in New England was
at Bofton in 1679; it fill fubfifts and flourithes; and, befide a reftor in
the eleftion and at the charge of the congregation, there is an annual
royal bounty for an affiftant-minifter or leGurer. In 1748, there were
about two hundred and fifty Independent congregations in the new charter
province of Maflachufets Bay; as alfo feven miflionary congregations ;
befide fome congregations of Irifh Prefbyterians, Baptifts, Quakers, and
new Separatifts or Methodifls.

Of Harvard College.

It was thought neceflary to eret a collegiate fchool for the education
of youth, and as a feminary for a fucceffion of able and learned gofpel-
minifters. The general affembly, in 1630, granted 4o0/. toward the
eftablithment of fuch a {chool or college at New Town, about {ix miles

Vor. L. _ Dd from
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from Bofton; but that money was not then applied, becaufe it was infuf:-
ficicnt to anfwer the purpofe intended ; and the defign was neglected until
1633, when the reverend Mr. John Harvard, lately come from England,
died at Charles Town, of which he was minifter, and by his will be-
queathed 779/, 17 5. 24, to carry on this ufeful work. Upon his deceqie,
a committee was cholen to manage the undertaking, whph now met with
encouragciment from the other cuionies ; and.fe}'cml private gentlemen
contributed liberally toward it.  “Whon the building was ere&ed.at New-
Town, that place, upon this account, was callcd Cambrld\g.e, which name
it has cver fince rotained; and the college, 11 honour cf its great bene-
fedlor, reccived the name of Harvard College.

It was no better than a frhols illuflris, or an academical free-fchool,
tfor the firft 1en years, under the dircction of certain overfeers, as appears
Loran act pabied by the gencral court at Boflon in 16.42.

The income of a ferry between Pofton and Charles-Town was granted
to the college, which is now lctt at 6oo/. New England currency, or 60l
fterling a year; and this ferry is about three miles from Cambridge ; which
town ncreated and enlwrged in the nuinter of hicules and inhabitants.

This was the conftitution of the college until the year 1650, when it
v.as incorporated by a provincial charter. Thomas Dudley, Efq. was then
governor of the colony, and Mr. Henry Dunftar was prefident of the
culicge, which was fituated in a healthful foil.

The college-building confifted of a triangular court, whofe front was
cpen to the fields. The building on the firft fide was in 1672, by a
contribution through the whole colony of 1895 /. 25. gd. whereof Bofton
turnithed 8oo/ and it was called by the former name of Harvard College.
The building on the botiom-fide was erected in 1699, at the charge of
Lieutenant-governcr Stoughton, and was called Stoughton College, which
confifted cf fixicen chambers. The third fide was built in 1720, at the
charge of the province, and was called Maflachufets E-ll, confifting of
thirty-two chambers. Befide this court, there was a ho.'s for the prefi-

dent at fome diflance from the court; and a* a {iall diftance belind the

Harvard fide of" the court was a neat chapel, the gift of Mrs. Holden of
London, widow of Mr. Holden, a late direcor of the Bank of England.

Harvard College being built, a foundation was laid for a public library,
wiich was a work of abfolute neceflity ; as books were {o fcarce in the
country, that it was impoffible for the ftudents to purchafe them. The

firft



1

)

£y, MASSACHUSETS BAY.

firft furniture of this library was the books of Doftor William Ames, the
famous profeflor of divinity at Franequer, whofe widow and children
tranfported themfelves and their effe@s into thefe parts. Several gentle-
men alfo 1n England made very valuable prefents to it, fome of books,
and oghers of mathematical inftruments, {o that before the end of the cen-
tury 1t was increafed to between three and four thoufand volumes: and
if the Cambridge library in New England could not pretend to rival the
libraries of European univerfities, yet it contained a colle@ion of the mo::
viluable authors that have wrote in the learned languages, and was un-

doubtedly the beft furnifhed of any in thofe parts of the world.

This univer{ity never conferred any degree above Mafter of Arts upon
any of its members, except Dr. Increafe Mather ; for the charter by which
they were incorporated gave them no farther powers ; nor was it ufual to
confer the degree of Mafter of Arts upon any but thofe who were of feven
years ftanding in the college. Some attempts were made in the beginning
of the reign of King William and Queen Mary to obtain a new charter,
whereby their powers might be enlarged, and they might be capable of
conferring the degrees of Batchelor and Do&or in Divinity, after the
manner of the European univerfities ; but without fuccefs.

The refident inftrutors of youth were lately a Prefident, four tutors or
philofophy profeffors, the Hollifian profeflor of Divinity, the Hollifian
profeflor of Philofophy, and a profeflor of Hebrew. The income or re-
venue of the college was not {ufficient to defray its charge ; therefore fome
of that body received an additional allowance. The four tutors, or pro-
feffors of Philofophy, had from 300 to 400 /. old tenor a year, with fome
little perquifites. In 1672 there was not a {cholar to commence ; and of
late there were ten Hollifian {cholars at 10/, old tenor a year. But Mr.
Holyoke, the prefident in 1748, was voted 1400/. a year old tenor, out
of the province treafury, befide the rents of Maflachufets Hall. Dockor
Wigglefworth, the Hollifian profeflor of Divinity, had a falary advanced
to 380/ old tenor; and the Hollifian profeflor of Philofophy had the
fame falary.

\

Proteftants of any denomination might have their children educated
and graduated there ; but, in 1740, there were only twelve ftudents who
_ commenced Bachelors.

Upon the continent of North America there are four colleges; pf
which two are by charters from home. That of Virginia was dated in
Dd 2 1692;

1>
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1692 ; and that for the New Jerfeys in 1746; but the other two were
incorporated by provincial or colony charters; Harvard or Cambridge
College of Maffachufets Bay, and Yale College of Connetticut.

Harvard College never had any remarkable accident or misfortune until
lately, when the whole was deftroyed by fire.

A building adjacent to the college was ereted for the education of
Indians, at the charge of ¢ the Corporation for propagating the Gofpel
in New England,” and was called Indian College; but it had no effe&,
and is converted into a printing-houfe,

- SECTION
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SECTION XIL
The climate, foil, produce, and trade of the colony.

TH E Englith planters, at the beginning, promifed themfelves great

advantages from the {oil of New England ; and imagined they were
opulent, as they had the property of fo great an extent of territory.
The general court allowed no more than two hundred acres of land, in
the firft dividend, for fifty pounds fterling advanced to the plantation;
but the planters foon found by experience, that their improved lands
were of no greater value than the labour and expence of fubduing them.

Several opinions, which at firft prevailed, both of the foil and climate,
have been preferved. Wood was a writer of fertile imagination, and
lived in the country four years, which appears to have been about the
year 1636 : He fays, < the foil is, for the general, a warm kind of
earth, there being little cold {pewing land, no moorifh fens, no quag-
mires; the loweft grounds are the marfhes, over which the fea flows
every full and change. Thefe marfhes are rich ground, and bring plenty
of hay, of which the cattle feed, and like as if they were fed with the
beft up-land hay in New England, of which there is great ftore that
grows commonly between the marfhes and the woeds. The meadow-
ground lies higher than the marihes, whereby it is freed from the over-
flowing of the feas; and befide this, in many places where the trees
grow thin, there is good fodder to be got among the woods. There are
likewife 1n divers places near the plantations great broad meadows,
wherein grow neither fhrub nor tree, lying low, 1n which places grows
as much grafs as may be thrown out with a {cythe, thick and long, as
high as a man’s middle, fome as high as the fhoulders, fo that a good
mower may cut three-load in a day. Many object that this is but coarfe
fodder ; and true it is, that it is not fo fine to the eye as Englith grafs;
but, being made into hay, the cattle eat 1t as well as lea-hay, and like
as well with it. The worft that can be faid againft the meadow-grounds
is, that there is but little edith or after-pafture, which may proceed from
the late mowings more than any thing elfe. For the more upland grounds,
there are different kinds ; in fome places clay, others gravel, fome a red
fand ; all which are covered with a black mould, in fome places a foot
deep, in others not fo much. Such is the ranknefs of the ground, that
it muft be fown the firft year with Indian corn, which ts a foaking grain,

‘hefore it will be fit to receive Englith feed. He preferred it before the
2 counties
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counties of Surry or Middlefex, which, if they were not enriched wigh
continual manurings, would be lefs fer.tlle than the meaneft .grounds in
New England ; wherefore it was not impofhble, nor rpuch 1mprobabls,
that, upon 1mprovements, the foxl may be as good in time as England.

This account of the country is not unfavourabe ; but a different idea
of it was given in an anonymous rqanufcript, which was .fent to England
in 1637, and afferts, ** That the foil, for the nature of it, was le.Cd;
the upland rather participated of fand than clay; yet Englifh rye liked
it not ; an argument it was both cold and barren. That the l.ow-lar.lds
were for the moft part covered with underwoods; and the foil, which
was a mixture cf clay and fand, feemed to have been fattened by the
continual fall of leaves from the trees growing thereon. That this foil
was like the woodland in England, beft at firft, yet afterward grows more
barren. That this raifed the report of fo rich a foil; but thofe that
came after found, by dear experience, that affeftion, not judgment
was the author of it; for after five or fix years, it grew barren beyond
beiief : and whereas, after the land in England proved fertile for grafs,
this yielded none at all; but, like the land about Dunftable, put on the
face of winter in the time of {ummer. The author, however, believed,
that if they had marle, lime, or other manure, that barrennefs might in
part be cured ; but then they were deftitute of thofe fupplies. That the
natural coldnefs confuted the opinion of thofe who conceived it to be
orginally fertile ; and experience confirmed this to be true; for beans,
i:illets, fitches and roots, wwhich delight in a cold foil, profpered here
zlike. 'That hay they had of the low-lands, fuch as it was; which he
thought 1inferior in goodnefs to reed and fedge in England ; for it was fo
devoid of nutritive virtue, that their beafts grew loufy with feeding
upon 1t, and were much out of heart and liking ; befide, it bred among
them fundry difeafcs which they knew not how to cure. That fome had
learned to make better provifion, by burning the grafs when it was near
ripe, and fo fuffering a new crop to fpring out of the athes of the old :
this they cut down, before it was half ripe, and made it into hay ; but
this provcd like after-meath in Old England, not fit to labour with,
yielding a ‘aint nourithment, which brought the cattle fo low, and many
times to difeafes of which they feldom recovered.”

Another manufcript account, of fome later date, fays, that ¢ the air of
the country was fharp, the rocks many, the trees innumerable, the grafs
little, the winter cold, the fummer hot, the gnats in fummer biting, and

the wolves at midright howling : but if it was to be looked upon as the
means cf grace, 1. might be called a Canaan.”

Mr,
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Mr. Hubbard could make a better judgment, as he wrote his manu-

fcript hiftory about the year 1685, and fays, * As for the foil, it was
forthe general more mountainous and hilly than otherwife, and in many
places very rocky and full of flones, yet intermingled with many plains
and valleys, fome of which were fandy and inclinable to barrennefs, ef-
pecially thofe which abounded with pitch-pines, and there were many fuch;
as likewife many fwamps or boggy places full of fmall buthes and under-
woods ; but here and there were many rich and fertile {fpots of land, fuch
as they called interval land, in level and campaign grounds, that often-
times were overflown by the channels of water running befide them,
which was {uppofed to enrich the foil ; the fatnefs of the earth wathed
by the rains, and melting of the fnow from the furface of the higher
parts of the country, being, by thofe floods, caft upon the levels which
lie by the fides of thofe greater fireams. In many fuch places, their
land has been known to be fown or planted full forty years together,
without any confiderable abatement of the crop, never failing of thirty
or forty bufhels an acre. But for the generality of the foil, 1t was of a
lighter fort of earth, whofe fruitfulnefs was more beholden to the influ-
ence of the heavens, advantage of the feafon, fkill and induftry of the
tiller, than to the ftrength of its own temper. Such as came thither
firft upon difcovery, chanced to be there in the firft part of the fummer,
when the earth was enriched with herbs and flowers, flourifhing with
{fuch early fruits as weather-beaten travellers are wont to refrefh them-

felves with beholding ; as ftrawberries, goofeberries, rafpberries, cherries,

and whorts, as they obferved who firft landed about Martha’s vineyard,
from whence they promifed themfelves and their fucceflors a very flourifh-
ing country, as they did who landed firft upon the coaft of Florida. All
forts of grain fown in the fpring, were found to grow pretty naturally
there. The cold oftentimes proved o extreme as to kill that which was
committed to the ground before winter.”

From thefe feveral accounts fome judgments may be made of the
opinion the firft Colonifts had formed of the country. Experience con-
vinced many of them, that the value of the land when cleared, would
make but poor wages for their labour in clearing it. However, it 1s a
happy thing, thata fondnefs for freeholds to tran{mit to pofterity, with
privileges annexed to them, excited fo many of the firft planters of
America to hard labour, and fupported them under hard fare. A
great part of this vaft continent, ﬁlle’d with wild b@aﬁs, and favage
men fcarcely fuperior to them, now affords the neceflaries and conveni-
ences of a civilized life. Hiftory affords no inflance of fuch great im-

provements
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provements in fo thort a time. The fame paffion ftill continues, and af-
fords a profpe of the like happy effe& to diftant pofterity.

There are timber of many forts in the colony, and particularly feveral
kinds of pine-trees, whereof the principal are the white-pine, a beauti-
ful trec of the beft ufe for mafting and joiner’s work ; and the pitch-pine,
which produces pitch, tar, rofin, turpentine, and oil of turpentine;
various kinds of oaks ; the principal for thip-building, and other conftruc-
tions, are the white-oak, which is the beft; the fwamp-oak, and the
black-oak.

The white-pine, or mafting-pine, is of very large dimenfions; and, in
1736, ncar Merrimack River, a little above Dupﬁable, was cut a white
pine ftrait and found, {even feet eight inches diameter at the butt-end.
The commiflioners of the navy feldom contra& for any exceeding thirty-
fix inches diameter at the butt-end ; and to be fo many yards in length
as they are inches 1n diameter at the butt-end.

The commiflioners of the navy agree from time to time with contrac-
tors to furnifh certain numbers of fpecified dimenfions of mafts, yards
and bowf{prits, with his Majefty’s licence for cutting {uch trees. But the
late contralts have been from Pifcataqua Harbour in New Hampthirs,
and Cafco Bay in the province of Main. The maft-thips built peculi-
arly for that ufe, are generally about four hundred tons, navigated with
about twenty-five men, and carry from forty-five to fifty good mafts
each voyage.

By the new charter granted in 16971, all trees fit for mafts, of twenty-
four inches diameter and upward, twelve inches from the ground, grow-
ing upon land not granted to any private perfons, were referved to the
crown ; and the penalty for cutting any fuch referved trees was a hun-
dred pounds fterling per tree: and by feveral a&s of the Britith parlia-
ment, this penalty has been extended to all the American provinces, and
penalties fixed on the cutting or deftroying white-pines.

New England abounds in faw-mills of cheap and flight work, gene-
rally carrying a fingle faw. One man and a boy attending on a mill
may, in twenty-four hours, faw four thoufand feet of white-pine boards,
which are generally one inch thick, and of various lengths, from fifteen
to twenty—ﬁve feet ; and of different widths, from one foot to two feet
at a medium ; and it is reckoned that forty boards make a thoufand feet.

Thefe



MASSACHUSETS BAY.

Thefe mills commonly ftand upon fmall ftreams, becaufe cheap fitted; but
with the following inconveniencies. 1. As the country is cleared of
wood and bruth, the rivulets dry up. 2. In living fmall fireams, there
1s not water {ufficient to drive the wheel in fummer. 3. In the winter
they are frozen up.

Colonel Dudley; in his frequent furveys of new townfhips about fifty
or fixty miles inland, obferved white-afh trees, ftrait and without branch-
ings for about eighty feet, and about three feet diameter at the butt-end.
It is as light and much tougher than white-pine; therefore it has been
imagined that thefe trees would make fironger mafts : but then the land-
carriage for fo great a diftance is inconvenient.

There are five different kinds of firs in New England ; fome of which
are cut into deal-boards, and their bark is ufed by the tanners. The
{pruce or true fir grows firait and tapering ; is very beautiful, and ufed
as {pars ; but it is apt to caft or warp; and being too flexile is not fit
for large mafts or yards. Its twigs with the leaves are boiled with a beve-
rage made of molafles, and is efteemed good in the fcurvy and the like
foulnefles of the blood.

"The white fpruce fir grows in fwamps or marfhes : there are alfo the
red fpruce, the black fpruce, and the fir turpentine-tree, commonly called
the Balfam of Gilead-tree of Nova Scotia.

There are feveral kinds of oaks, but the white-oak only is required
by contra& with the fhip-builders for conftru&ion of fhipping.

The American pitch-pine, which furnifhes the naval flores of turpen-
tine, tar, pitch and rofin, grows on a dry fandy foil, and has leaves
about three inches long : but in New England there is another diftin&
pitch-pine, called yellow-pine, whofe wood has a yellow caft, but does
not yield turpentine fo plentifully as the pitch-pine of Carolina, which
is harder and ftraiter than that of New England, {fo as to be ufed for
mafting, and fawed into boards for the Weft India iflands.

The horn-beam and the button-trees are ufed for windlaffes, blocks,
and turnery work: red-cedar is of excellent ufe for pofts fixed in the
earth, and will hold good for a century. The common chefnut of
North America bears a fmaller fruit, with a capfula not fo much echi-
nated as in Europe ; but it rives well, and is moft durable for rails in

fencing of lands.
VoLr. L. Ee In
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In North America are fo many different kinds of walnuts, that the
hunters of the woods report there are alinoft as great a variety of wal--
nuts as apnles: but their general diftinftion 1s 1nto black and white,

froin the colour of the wood.

Apple-trees are ail from Europe, and flourifh very well.  The begin-
ning of Ocober is the height of cvder-making.  Ven or twelve barrels

& i . i ) L ) .
of apples are required to make one barrel of cyder, which affords about
one gallon of proot f{pirits.

Cherry-trees are natives of New England, and of different kinds.

Grape-vines are natives of New England, and of feveral diftin& kinds,

Saflafras is plentiful in New England, though not of {o ftrong a per-
fume as farther {outh.

There are great varieties of goofeberries, currants, rafpberries, bram-

BT

\ - ‘.

bles, wild-rofes, and other fuch produétions, unneceflary to be particu~ )

larly mentioned ; as alfo are their beafts, birds, fithes, and other things
that relate more peculiarly to natural hiftory. It may, however, be ob-
ferved, that Plumier, in his four voyages to America, dilcovered nine
hundred new plants, efpecially in the capillary tribe, with which North
America abounds ; and that Douglas arrived to the defcriptions of about
cleven hundred indigenous plants in the Maffachufcts colony.

Grain is produced of various forts ; but fcarcely any of them are patural
or fpontaneous. Indian corn is the principal: rye and French beans

thrive tolerably well : all kinds of Englith grain are fown, yet they fel--

dom grow kindly. Flax grows well, and employs a confiderable num-

ber of hands in the linen manufatory; but the foil appears not ftrong
enough for hemp. -

The farmers in New England, by fowing their feed early, the ground
being prepared in ridges to throw off the rains and melting fnows, raife
winter-wheat and rye with good fuccefs; but their great difcouragement.
has been the blaft. Sir Henry Frankland, feveral years ago, imported
from Lifbon the feed of fummer-wheat, which has been lefs {ubje& to:
blaft than any other; and it ripens about fix weeks from the fowing, in:
the Maflachufets colony. It has been generally remarked, that between:
the firft and teath of July, the honey dew falling upon the wheat,
caufes the ruft or blaft, if the following morning is hot and calm; but

ordinarily,

N\
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erdinarily, if the wheat be fown early, it will be fo forward that the
grain will not fuffer by it in that time. An idle opinion prevailed amon
the populace, that fince the execution of the Quakers, wheat has alw.ys
blafted ; but this folly was equal to that cruelty.

As the Indian-corn requires frequent ploughings, befide what are now
called horfe-hoeings, as alfo hoeing and hilling by hand, the land is pul-
verized, and then there is fine tilth neceflary for Englifh grain the next
year. Indian corn is alfo gathered late, after the frofts fet in; and if
the corn has been well tended, there will be no grafs or weeds when the
frofts break up in the {pring; immediately after which it fhould be
ploughed for the Englith grain.

The natural upland grafs of the country, commonly called Indian-
grafs, is poor fodder, perhaps not better, if fo good, as barley-ftraw.
Cattle, remote from the fea, muft have falt, and a little falt hay would
undoubtedly be grateful to black cattle, horfes, and fheep, which may
be kept alive through the winter with it; but all creatures prefer Eng-
lifh-hay when they can have both.

Land of a tolerable quality, where Englith-grafs, a name given to
all imported graffes, has been mowed, they now find by experience
will afford after-feed until the fevere frofts wither the grafs. It has been
made a queftion, whether the feed of the white-clover is not in the
earth in all parts of the country ? The New Englund farmers affirm,
and there 1s no doubt of the fa&, that if they break up new ground in
the woods where no dung has ever been fpread, and lay it down the
next or the fame year, and give it a thin coat of afhes, the white-honey-
fuckle comes in as thick as it the feed had been fown: but fome are of
opinion, that the plant and flower differ from the Englith honey-
fuckle.

The two great rivers in this colony are, 1. Merrimack, which comes
from the fork near Endicot’s tree, where Pomagewaflet River and the
difcharge of the Pond or Lake Winipifinket meet, and acquire the name
of Merrimack, fignifying in the Indian language a fturgeon, with which
this river abounds. From this fork it runs foutherly about fifty miles to
Patucket Falls ; and thence it runs cafterly about thirty miles to Newbury-
Bar. Upon this river, the townfhips in a defcending order lie as follow :
On the caft and north fide are Gilman-Town, Canterbury, part of Rum-
ford, part of Suncook, Harry’s-Town, Litchfield, Nottingham of New
Hampfhire, part of Dunflable, Di':acut, Methuen, Haverhill, Amefbury,

Le 2 and
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and Salifbury of Mallichufets Bay. Upon the weft and fouth fide are the
townfhins of Contacorlk, part of Rumford, part of Suncook, Merrimack,
and Dunflable of ivew Hampfhire; Dunflable, Chelmsford, Tewkefbury,
Andover, Bradford, and Newbury of Maffachufets Bay. The bar at the
mouth of this river has only about ten feet of water, and fhits; but it 1s
navicable no more than eightzen miles, to Mitchell’s Falls in Haverhill.
The iulls in this river are nany; but excepting Dracut or Patucket Falls
about thirty miles from the bor, and Amufkeag Falls about twenty miles
Lighér, all the other falls are paflable for floats of timber, and for canoes
or fmall boats in frefhics or floods of the river. Many of thofe called falls
arc only riplings or veins of fcattered great rock ftones. The elbow or
flexure of the river, called the horfe-thoe, 1s about two miles above Patuc-
ket Falls. There are feveral ferries upon the river; and, when it is low,
a fording place above Swan's Ferry, twenty-four miles up from the bar;
as allo another above Hunt’s or Dracut’s Ferry. There are feveral rivers
and rivulets which fall into the Merrimack.

a. The other great river is Conne&icut, an Indian word fignifying a
Jour river. Upon its banks arc three of the New England colonies:
Conne&icut lies upon it about fifty-two miles : thence Maflachufets Bay,
by an indent of nine miles, which makes an imaginary divifional line
between thefe colonies; from which line the province of Maflachufets
Bay lics about forty-feven miles dire& northerly ; and farther north is
New Hampthire indefinitely, or crown lands annexed to the juri{dition
of New Hamptfhire.

From the bar at the mouth of Conne&icut River to the boundary ima-
ginary line of Maflachufets Bay and Conne&icut are about fixty miles.
This River of Conne&icut, from its long courfe, is fubje& to fudden
floods or frefhes, and at Hertford fometimes rifes twenty feet; but the
tide rifes only a few inches. At the mouth of the river, the tide flows
trom four to fix fect; and upon the bar are about ten to twelve feet water,
The general courfe of the fiream is north north-eaft and fouth fouth-welft :
but a fouth fouth-eaft wind will carry a veflel up all the reaches of this
river {o far as it is navigable, which for floops is nearly fixty miles. '

The firlt falls of this river are about {ixty miles from its mouth, at
Devotion Ifland in the fouth parts of Suffield ; and the next are about the
middle of Sufiield, and half a mile in length; both of which are paflable
by boats in channels. Next are the falls in the foutherly parts of
Northampton, about fifteen miles farther up the river, whofe banks are
generally

5



'MASSACHUSETS BAY.

generally fteep and fandy, lofing on one fide in different places, and
gaining ground on the other fide in procefs of time.

The rivulets and brooks, where they fall into the great river, are not
paflable in frefhes and floods, becaufe of the back water. From the mouth
of the river to about one hundred and fifty miles up, the breadth appears
much the fame, though in that fpace it receives many confiderable ftreams.
Some ferries, where are no habitations, have been kept at the charge of
the counties, confifting of a large fcow or flat to carry perfons, cattle, and
goods, with a canoe-tender : thus travellers ferried themfelves over,
always leaving the flat on one fide, and the canoe on the other, to fetch
the fcow upon occafion, particularly at Northfield ferry.

The townthips upon this river are, 1. Upon its eaft fide, in Conneicut
Colony; Lime, Faft-Hudham, part of Middletown, Glaftenbury, part
of Hertford, and part of Windfor : in the province of Maflachufets Bay,
Enfield, Springficld, Hadley, Sunderland, and part of Northfield: 1n
the province of New Hampthire, part of Northfield and Winchefter.
2. Upon its weft fide; in Conneéticut Colony, are Seabrook, Weft-Had-
ham, part of Middletown, Wethersfield, part of Hertford, and part of
Windfor : in the province of Maflachufets Bay, are Sufheld, part of
Springficld, Northampton, Hatfield, Deerfield, and part of Northfield:
in the province of New Hampfhire, are part of Northfield, in which ftands
Fort Dummer, maintained at the charge of the Maflachufets Bay.

This river falls into the bottom of Maffachufets or Bofton Bay, and
ferves to bring floats or rafts of thip-timber down by the tide to Bofton
from Watertown barcadier, about nine miles. There is another creek or
river, a little way eall of this, called Myftick River, of about four miles
rafting from the barcadier of Medford townfhip ; and from Myftick bar-
cadier are {ent to Boflon, bricks, tar, and turpentine.

The promontories remarkable are only Point Alderton, about ten miles
below Bofton, upon the fouth fide of the bay, oppofite the light-houfe.
Here is a good harbour called Hull-gut; and the fafe road of Nantafket,
fecured by circumjacent iflands, where the King’s fhips and merchant
fhips outward and inward bound anchor for a time: it Jies about feven
miles below Bofton, and, by act of aflembly, is deemed belonging to the
harbour of that town,

Cape Anne is the north fide entrance or promontory of Maffachufets

Bay. Thatcher’s Ifland lies about two leagues eaflt of this harbour; and
near
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near that ifland are the rocks called the Salvages. Cape Anné harbour is
zbout eleven leagues north north-eaft from Bofton: The fouthern pro-
montory of Maflachufets Eay, called Cape Cod, lies about eighteen leagues
eaflt by fouth from Bofton; and the breadth of the entrance into this bay
is, from Cape Anne harbour fouth-weft fourteen leagues, to the hook or
harbour of Cape Cod.

It is only fince the new charter that fea-port difiri&ts of preventive cuf-
tem-houfes and branches have taken place. Charles-Town, Bofton, and
all the other cuflom-houfe branches of Maflachufets Bay belong to the
colletion of Bofton. Ipfwich, Cape Anne, Salem, and Marblehead be-
long to the collection of Salem : and Newbury is a branch of the colle&ion
of Portfmouth in New Hampfhire. Befide there are {mall creeks and

inlets for timber and firewood in fmall coafting veflels, and for curing
of fith.

The poft-office is a very beneficial inftitution, and the province of
Maflachufets Bay 1s its moft confiderable branch in all North America.
The peft-ofiice in England was fettled by a& of parliament in the twelfth
vear of King Charles 1. and in the reign of Queen Anne a poft-office
tor North America was projected by Mr. Hamilton of New Jerfey, which
he {oon cffelted, and obtained a patent for the management and profits of
the fame. 'This patent he afterward fold to the crown; and after the
Union, the pofts of Great Britain, Ireland, and America were put under
one director by the ftatute of the ninth of Queen Anne.

The number of inhabitants in this colony has been varioufly reprefented
at different periods. In 1656, they had three regiments of militia, Suf-
folk, Middlefex, and Effex; but in 1671 three more regiments were
formed, Norfolk or Pifcataqua, Yorkfhire or province of Main, and
Hampthire upon Conneficut River. In 1706, the militia of Mafla-
chufets Bay, in their addrefs to Queen Anne, called themfelves twelve
fegiments ; and in 1711, when Admiral Walker demanded a fupply of
failers, the governor and council reprefented, that their ordinary garri-
fons, forces upon the inland frontiers, and troops detached for the
Canada expedition, were upward of two thoufand men, which were
more than one-fifth in the province who were capable of bearing arms.

In 1722, the fmall-pox happened to rage in Bofton, where 5980 per-
fons were feized with that diftemper, whereof 844 died, and about the
fame number quitted the town. Thus it may be eftimated, that there
weie abeut 12,000 people in Bofton at the arrival of the fmall-pox ; for

when
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when it was over, the {ele@-men ordered a kind of luftration to be made

by Mr. Saller, who reported 10,670 fouls. By a new calculation in 1742,
there were reported 16,382 fouls in Bofton: add to thefe fome men lately
gone upon the Cuba expedition, befide feveral fons and apprentices defign-
edly overlooked to eafe the quota of Bofton’s provincial tax, the mbabn

ants may be reckoned about 18,000 at that time. Thus in the {pace of
twenty years, from 1722 to 1742, the inhabitants of Bofton increafed
6000, or one-third. In the valuation of 1742, of thofe in Bofton were
1200 widows, and 1000 of them poor; in the alms-houfes 111; in the
work-houfe 36; and negroes 1514 : dwelling-houfes 1719; warehoulfes
106; horfes 418; and cows 141I.

When governor Shute returned to England in 1722, he'reported to the
Board of Trade and Plantations, that in the province of Maflachufets Bav
were 94,000 people, whereof 1,000 were in the traming Lift, difpofed
into fixteen regiments of foot, and fiftecen troops of horfe ; but the alarm-—
lift of males, from fixteen years of age and.upward, was about one-third
more than the training lift; becaufe many were excufed from impreffes
and quarterly trainings. About 25,000 ton of fhipping were 1a the two
collettions of Bofton and Salem at that time.

In the valuation of 1728, for Bofton were about 3000 rateable polls of
males from fixteen and upward; which wag nearly the fame with the
alarm-lift ; for inftance, in 1735, the rateable polls in Bofton were 563~ 5
and in 1733 the alarm-lift was about 3500; which, allowing for two
years increafes, is nearly the fame. Captain Watfon, one of the afleflors,
out of curiofity examined the books about that time, and found the Church
of England people charged not exceeding one-tenth of the rates or taxes
in Bofton town. ,

oan

In 1735, the provincial valuation was 35,427 polls, being white men
of fixteen years and upward; 26co negroes; 27,420 horfes of three
years old and upwards; 52,000 neat cattle of three years old and up-
ward ; and 130,000 fheep of one year old and upwards.

In the valuation of 1742, were 41,000 white men’s polls; but in 1747,
the houfe of reprefentatives informed the governor, that 3:05 was abour
one twelfth of their fencible men.

The alacrity of the New England militia may be obferved, by the alarm
given by the Breft {quadron in September 174%, when 6400 men, well

~armed,. appeared in a fhort time from the country upon Bofton common ;.

and
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and fome of them travelled feventy miles in two days, each with a pack
of provifions for fourteen days, of about a bufhel of corn weight. Con-
necticut was alfo to have fent 6000 men, being one-half of their training
lift ; who were to be paid by the province for their travel and attendance.

Ship-building is one of the greateft articles of trade and manufa&ture
in New England, as it employs and maintains above thirty feveral deno-
minations of tradefmen and artificers. In New England fhip-building, a
veflel fitted to fea, two-thirds of the coft 1s gain to the country; but the
other third is iron, cordage, fail-cloth, and fmall ftores from Great

Pritain.

The thips built in Bofton exceed all thofe of other building-yards;
becaufe the merchants and thip-mafters infpect them, and every bad piece
of timber or length of plank 1s cenfured: but in Newbury, where they
are not much infpected, the builders ¢t at pleafure; and as the contraéts
are generally to be pald in goods, they build accordingly. The other
country building-places are ftill worfe, particularly North River, where
they ufed foreft-wood of any fort, inftead of what 1s reckoned fhip-
tumber.

The great fupport of New England was the fithery, which amounted
to about 250,000/ a year, including all the fpecies of cod, herring,
mackarel, and whale fitheries. Great part of this fith they were obliged
to {ell for molafles, as the French would let them have nothing elfe in re-
turn; but when the Britifh parliament laid a duty of three-pence a gallon
on I'rench molafles, the French miniftry exaCed eight fhillings a quintal
on New England fith, which is forty per cent; and as the duty on mo-
laffes amounted to forty per cent. more, there was a duty of eighty per
cent. on fuch an unprofitable trade as that in fith and molafles, and upon
fuch a poor employment as the fithery, which rather deferved a public
encouragement. Befide, in New England, it was not only a fource of
trade and wealth, as alfo a nurfery of feamen; but it was a neceflary of
life, without which thefe colonies could not fubfift; becaufe it was with
their fith they fupplied the want of other provifions, and purchafed the
corn they eat, which the land would not produce.

‘The fithery may be reduced to five feparate heads: 1. The whale-
fithery. 2. Herring-fithery. 3. Cod-fithery. 4. The {maller fitheries
exportable, but of no confiderable account. 5. Some fifh not exportable
or merchantable, but of great benefit in prefent {pending, efpecially for

the poor.
1. Whales.
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. 1. Whales. The New England whalers have diftinguifhed about
twelve different fpecies of the whale kind ; but the moft beneficial is the
black whale, or true whalebone fith, which are very large in the higher
northern latitudes. Some may yield 150 puncheons, being 400 or §oo
barrels of oil, and bone of eighteen feet and upward ; but the whalebone
fith killed upon the coaft of New England, Terra de Labradore, and
entrance of Davis’s ftreights, are fmaller; fo that they feldom yield above
130 barrels of oil, and bone of nine feet of 1401b. weight.

Whales are gregarious, {fwimming in fhoals, and are great paflengers:
in autumn they go fouth, and return northward in {pring. The {wal-
low of a true whalebone fith is not much larger than that of an Ox; he
has only a fmall fin on each fide of his head of no great ufe to him in
fwimming ; but he fculls himfelf in the water with a large horizontal
tail. Formerly it was imagined that the true whales lived upon a kind of
alga or fea-grafs, or upon an oozy mud; but now it is well known they
feed upon fmall fith and fea infe@s that keep in fhoals.

When whales are much difturbed, they quit their keeping-ground,
and the tracks of their ufual paflages; thus, as to New England, they
formerly fet in along fhore by Cape Cod for many fucceflive years, when
there was good whaling in boats, and proper conders or watchmen on
fhore gave notice when a whale appeared. After fome years they left
this ground, and paffed farther off upon the banks at fome diftance from
the thore. The whalers then ufed floops with whale-boats aboard, and
this fithery turned to good account. At prefent, the fith {eem to be driven
off from thefe banks, and take their courfe in the ocean, where the New
Ingland whalers follow them in whaling-floops or {chooners, with two
whale-boats and thirteen men; each boat having an harponcer, a fteerf=
man, and four rowers.

The New England whalers reckon fo many hundred weight of bone as
it is feet in length; for inftance, feven feet bone gives 700 /b. weight.
New England bone fcarce ever exceeds nine feet; and roo barrels of oil
is {uppoled to yield 1000 /b, weight of bone.

The beft place for ftriking a whale is in her bellv, about one-third from
her gills. The faft is a rope of about twenty-five fathom; then a drudge
or flop water, a plank of about two feet fquare, with a ftick through its
center, and to the further end of this ftick is faftened a tow-rope, called
the drudge-rope, of about fiftcen fathom. They lance the whale, after

Vor. L Ff having
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having faftencd ler by the harpoon, until dead ; but whales killed in deep
water, if they fink, ncver rife again,

In New England whaling, they go upon fhares; one quarter to the
veflel or owners, and the reft to the company, who victual themfelves.

2. Herrings are peculiar to the coafts of Great Britain; but thofe of
New England are either of a different ‘pecies, or pf a b.ad quality. Not-
withftanding they are a periodical kind of fifh, their pe.nods are uncerta}in.
They have been pickled and barrelled for the negroes in the Weft Indies,
but turned out not merchantable, and that branch of fithery was relin-

quifhed.

3. Cod fithery. The cod 1s a fith of paffage, and the New England
winter dry-cod are of prime quality. The New England fithery have
their falt from Salt-Tortugas, Cape de Verde Iflands, Turks Iflands, the
Bahamas, Portugal, and Spain. The fithermen vitual only with falt
pork, bifcuit, and rum. All cod-fith caught from the beginning of June
to the beginning of O&ober are called fummer-fith; the others are called
{pring and fall fith, or winter fifh, which are of the better quality. The
falt fieet from Tortugas gencrally arrives in New England about the
middle of April ; but at Newfoundland they make ufe of falt from Lifbon
and the Bay of Bilcay, of a milder qualitv. In Newfoundland, they
work their fith belly-down; in New England they work them belly-up,

to receive more falt.

4. Smaller fitheries ufed in commerce, are fcale-fith, that is haddock,
hake, and polluc, which in New England are cured in the fame manner
as dry cod; thefe, together with the dry cod that is not fit for European
markets, are fhipped off to the Weft India iflands for the negroe flaves,
and make 2 confiderable article in that trade. Mackarel fplit, falted, and
barrelled for the negroes in the Sugar Iflands, are caught either by hook
or net; but thofe by hook are the belt. There are two feafons of mac-
karel, {fpring and autumn: the latter are the beft; the former appear
about the middle of May, very lean, and vanifh in two or three weeks,
Sturgeon are very plenty, {ome of which are twelve feet in length, and
4o0 lo. weight; but the fithery is not advantageoufly purfued, fo that
London is fupplied with fturgeon fcom Ruflia and the Baltic Sea. Salmon
abound in all the rivers from Newfoundland to about 41° of north latitude.
They fet in to MMaflachufets Bay about the middle of April, and continue
there only until they have fpawned; but farther north they continue feveral

3 months.
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months. This falmon is not of a good quality, therefore not fo proper
for a market as the falmon of Great Britain and Ireland. Alewives are of
the herring tribe, but {fomewhat larger than the true herring; they are
dry and infipid : fome are cured in the manner of white herrings, and
fent to the Sugar Iflands for the {laves; but in fome places they are ufed
to manure the land. They are very numerous, but never take the hook:
they come up the rivers and brooks mto ponds in the {pring, and return
to fea when they have {pawned.

5. For fpending frefh, befide the abovementioned, which are alfo eat
when frefh, there are many forts that are not cured and fhipped off. They
are gencrally well known in New England, and are much the {fame as in
Great Britain.

Many fith go up the rivers, and into ponds, earlier or later in the
{pring to {fpawn; particularly fafnon, fhad, alewives, tomcod, and {melts.
Several good laws have been made in New England to prevent the paf-
fages of thefe fith being ftopped by weirs; becaufe they are of great bene-
fit to the inhabitants near thefe rivers and ponds.

The fifhery in general has decreafed, and the cod fithery in particular,
as appears- by the following ftate: In 1716, there were exported 120,384
quintals from the diftri&s of Maflachufets Bay, but only §3,0c0 quintals
were exported in 1748,

Rum is a confiderable article in the manufaCtures of New England,
where it is diftilled from molafles imported from the Weft India Iflands :
it is vended to all the continental colonies, and the ufe of it has greatly
depopulated the Indians.

Hats are manufaftured and exported to all the colonies, and are a con-
{iderable article of trade. :

Iron is alfo a great article in manufadtures; as it confifts of thefe general
branches : 1. Smelting-furnaces, reducing the ore into pigs; havmg
coal fufﬁment, and appearances of rock-ore. 2. Reﬁnenes, which
manufaCture pigs imported from New York, Pennfylvania, and Mary-
land furnaces, into bar-iron. 3. Bloomeries from bog or {wamp ore.
One hundred and twenty bufhels of charcoal are fufficient to {inelt rock-
ore into one ton of pigs; and the complement of men for a furnace is
eight or ten, befide cutters of the wood, coalers, carters, and other com-
mon labourers. Bog or fwamp-ore lies from half a foot to two feet deep:

Ffo2 | in
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in about twenty vears from digging, it grows or gathers fit for another
digging ; but if it lies longer, it turns rufty, and does not yield well :
three tons of {wamp-ore yield about one ton of hollow ware.

The premium or bounty on naval ftores imported into Great Britain
was firlt granted by the 3d and 4th of Queen Anne, and afterward con-
tinued by the 24th of King George II. The feveral forts of naval ftores
hereafter mentioned, imported dire&tly from any of the Britith planta-
tions in America, in any fhip that mav lawfully trade, manned as by law
is required, are to enjoy the following bounty :

L s 4

Hemp, water-rotted, bright and clean, the ton containing

20 cwt. - - - - - 6 o o

Mafts, yards, and bowf{prits, the ton, allowing forty feet to

each ton, girt-meaiure, according to the cuftomary way

of meafuring round bodies i - I o o
Tar, clean, good, merchantable, well-conditioned, clear

of drofs or water, and fit in every refpe& for making of

cordage, the ton, containing eight barrels, and each

barrel to gauge 31+ gallons, to be well hooped and

filled up - - - ~

Tar, clean, good, merchantabie, well-conditioned, clear

of drofs or water, and fit in every refpe for making

of cordage, made from trees prepared according to the

directions mentioned, the ton, containing eight barrels,

and each barrel to gauge 31 gallons, to be well hooped

and filled up, on the importation thereof - 4 O 0
Pitch, good, clean, merchantable, and well-conditioned,

not mixed with dirt or drofs, the ton, containing 20

grofs cwt. neat pitch, to be brought in eight barrels of

equal fize - - - - I o o
Turpentine, good, clean, and merchantable, clear of drofs

and water, the ton, containing 20 grofs cwt. neat tur-

pentine, tc be brought in eight barrels of equal fize I 10 O

8
A
(]

Thefe premiums are to be paid by the commiflioners of the navy, by
bills to be made out for the {ame, and delivered to the importers within
twenty days after the difcharge or unlading of the thip, in order to be
paid in courfe, upon certificate of the refpeQive chief officers of the cuftoms
where imported, to vhom a certificate has been produced under the hands
and {feals of the governor, licutenant-governor, or colleftor of his Ma-

jelty’s cuftoms, and naval officer, or any two of them, refiding within
any
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any of his Majefty’s faid plantations, teftifying, that, before departure of
the thip, the perfon lading the fame had made oath before them, that the
faid ftores were truly and bona fide of the produce of his Majefty’s faid
plantations : and with refpec to the high bounty on tar, exprefling that it
appeared to them, by the oath of the owner or maker of the tar for which
fuch certificate was granted, that the tar therein mentioned was made con-
formable to the dire@ions of the a&t : as likewife upon oath to be made
by the mafter of the thip, at the port of importation in Great Britain,
that the fame were thipped within fome of his Majefty’s plantations in
America ; and that he knows, or believes, thofe ftores were the produce of
fuch plantations. And the faid officers of the cuftoms, before they make
out fuch certificates, are to examine the pitch, by opening the heads of
the barrels, fawing of the ftaves in the middle, and breaking the barrels,
or by fuch other means as they fhall think proper, to difcover whether
the faid pitch 1s good and merchantable, not mixed with dirt or drofs;
and allo to examine and fearch the faid tar, to difcover whether the fame
is good, clean, merchantable, well-conditioned, clear of drofs or water,
and fit for making of cordage.

New England turpentine is of a confiftence like honey; but that of
Carolina 1s lefs liquid, fo as to refemble tallow or fluth. The turpentine
of New England yields about three gallons of oil in each hundred weight;
and the refiduum in diftillation is about .7, called rofin; the ftill not
exceeding one half full of turpentine, for fear it thould boil over. The
ftills in Bofton are fmall, and three barrels of turpentine of 300 /b. weight
each may be wrought off in three hours. After the oil is drawn off the
rofin is to run from the ftill.

There are two kinds of oil drawn from turpentine by diftillation; but
varnifh is from half rofin and one half oil of turpentine boiled up together,
and 1s fold at the {ame price with o1l of turpentine.

Pitch has been generally brought to Great Britainr from Denmark and
Sweden ; but as the merchants of thofe countries put exorbitant prices on
this commod1ty, 1t occafioned the Britith government to give partlcular
encouragement to their planters in North America to make pitch; in
which they have fucceeded fo well, that great quantities have been fent
from New England, Virginia, and Carolina. It is abfolutely effential to
a trading nation, for pitching their veflels and cables; therefore the

making of it fhould be carefully attended to in the Britith plantations 3;

for if they can fupply the mother-country with naval ftores, it will take
the:
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the balance of trade out of the hands of the nnrthern nations, and be a
great faving to Creat Britain.

Lumber, in a commercicl fenfe, Hignifics wond or timber cut down or
fawed by mills, in New England, and other colontes m America; which
is carried to the Sugar colonics, and there exchanged for the produ& of

thofe iflands. T his fort of lumber confifts in dcals, timber-balks, thingles,

barrel-boards, clap-boards, pipe-boards or pipe-holt, white-boards for
fhoemalkers, boom and cant {pars, bow-ftaves, cap-ravens, clap-holt,
ebony wood, heading for barrels, hoops for coopers, oars, barrel-flaves,
trunnels, {peckled-wood, fweet-wood, fmall {pars, oak, plank, wainfcot,
and lignuin-vite ; which, by the ftatute of the 3l of King George I, and
the 1ft of King George II. whether wrought or unwrought, of the pro-
duc of the Britifh plantations in America, may bc imported directly from
thence into Great Britain, frece of all dutics.

The merchants of New England, in exchange for their naval ftores
and lumber, reccive from the Weft India Ilands, fugar, molafics, rum,
ginger, indigo, and cotton, much more than is neceflary for home con-
fumption. They have alfo fupported a confiderable trade with the French
Sugar Iflands for that lumber; but the Britith Sugar Iflands complained
of it, as a great encouragement to the French, who could not fupport
their fugar plantations without fupplies from New England and the other
Britith northern colonies.

It has been recently faid, that Great Britain is a country of manufac-
turcs without materials; a trading nation without commodities to trade
upon ; and a maritime power without either naval ftores or materials for
thip-building. That it is this fituation, which renders both trade and
plantations fo effentially neceflary, for the fupport of Great Britain, as
well as agriculture; whereby as many people are perhaps maintained in
Britain, as by the produce of the lands. When the Colonies make fuch
commodities as are wanted in the mother-country, of which there are
many, they muft depend upon her for the vent of fuch producs, on which
they rely for their daily fubfiftence; and as Great Britain is the beft
anarket in the world for fuch commodities, that makes their dependence
their intereft, and intereft rules the world.

CHAP.
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CHAP IL

An Account of the Colony of Conneticut in New England.

SECTION L

The origin: of the colony 5 and its charter granted by King Charles 1. The
counties and towns ; with their number of reprefentatives and jurymen..
The legiflative power and courts of judicature. Rates and taxes. Num~
ber of people, and militia.  Abfiract of fome of their laws.

T has been a matter of queftion with fome perfons, whether the

Britith Colonies and Plantations in North: America are not prejudicial.
to Great Britain ; and a moot point with others, whether of any advan-
tage to it ? but it may be fafely advanced, that the trade and navigation
of Great Britain are greatly increafed by her Colonies and Plantations,
who are a fpring of wealth to the mother-country, fince they work for
her, and:their treafure centers in her : befide, as the Britith laws have
tied the Colonies faft to the mother-country, it muft be through her own.
fault and mifgovernment if they ever fail to enrich Great Britain; oc
all or any of them become independent of it.

The people in Europe, the public boards not excepted, have long en-
tertained a very indiftin@ notion of thefle fettlements; and the Ame-
rican fettlers were too indolent to make themfelves fufhciently acquainted
with the real ftate of their neighbouring colonies. Some of them even
ridiculoufly placed a confidence in what has been as vainly afferted by
de la Motray, who publifhed feveral large volumes of his travels, and
among others, his travels in New England ; though it is well known he
refided there only a few days, and was.generally at his lodgings in Bof~
ton, with company of no intelligence.

The United Colonies of New England from 1643 to 1663, were:
Maffachufets Bay, Plymouth, Hertford, and New Haven: but during
the civil war in England, the Colonics in America were regle€ted, and
alted at pleafure ; particularly thofe at Hertford and New Haven, who:
afterwards became united as a. plantation of induftrious hufbandmen.

The
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The colony of Hertford fprung from an emigration of fome difcon-
tented {crupulous perfons who inhabited a few towns near Bofton, fuch
as New Town, Dorchefter, Water Town, and Rockibury ; from whence
about one hundred of them went, under their leaders and teachers, {uch
as Homes, Hopkins, Ludlow, and Hooker; who removed fouth-weft to
a pleafant country upon Connedicut River, and gradually made the fet-
tlements of Hertford, Weathersficld, Windfor, Springfield, Enfield,
Suffield, and others ; which migration happened in the fummer of

16 36.

Some of thefe were within the jurifdiGtion of Maflachufets Bay; and
thofe who were without formed themfelves after the model of that co-
lony, by fubfeription of articles, as a voluntary, not legal jurifdi@ion,
They eleted magiftrates the fame year, and formed the colony of Hert-
ford : but, in 1637, people from England, under the dire@ion of Mr.
Eaton, Mr. Davenport, and others, purchafed lands of the Indians, and
began another diftin@ voluntary jurifdi&ion upon Long Ifland found
called the colony of New Haven. Both colonies remained diftin@ until
the reftoration of King Charles II. when his majeity incorporated them
by royal charter into the prefent colony of Conneéicut, which example
was foilowed by King William and Queen Mary, who united the colo-
nies of Maflachufets Bay and New Plymouth into the prefent province of
the Nlaffachufets. The Pequot Indians gave the new planters all the
difturbance they could, which obliged them to unite together in a body
for their defence: but the Indians picked up feveral ftragglers, whom
they put to death with the utmoft barbarity.

The colony of New Haven alfo met with a confiderable lofs at fea in
the year 1647, when they had finithed a new thip at Rhode Ilfland, of
abeut one hundred and fifty tons, and freighted it for England with the
moft valuable effe@s of the country; but the fhip perithed at fea, with
all on board, among whom were fix of the principal perfons in the co-
lony, and others of inferior rank, who took their paffage in her. The
people were fo difpirited by this accident, that they would have broke up

the plantation, if they could have agreed upon a place to fettle on, more
to their fatisfaciion,

The fame year the colony of Conne&icut alfo fuftained a great lofs by
the death of the reverend Mr. Thomas Hooker, paftor of the church
at Hertford in that colony, where he was juftly confidered as the father
of it. He was born at Marfield in Leicefterthire, in 1566, and was
cducatzd 1in Emanuel College in Cambridge, of which he was fellow.

He
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He was filenced for non-conformity by bithop Laud, and embarked for
New England 1n 1633, where he firft became paftor at New Town; but
that place being too confined for his congregation, they removed by his
encouragement, in 1655, to the banks of the River Conneéicut, and
built the town of Hertford, where ke {pent the remainder of his days.

The firft volunteer governor of Hertford colony was Edward Hopkins.
Efg. who was born in England in 1600, and died there in 1657. Mr.
Hains was alternately chofen governor with him; to whom fucceeded

Mr. George Willis, Mr. Thomas Wells, and Mr. John Webfter.

Theophilus Eaton, Efq. an eaft country merchant of London, and one
of the patentees of Maflachufets colony, fettled with fome planters in
1637 at New Haven, where he was governor many years fucceflively,
and died in 1657, when he was fucceeded by Mr. Francis Newman, who
continued governor four years, and died. Mr. Leet, a lawyer, was the
next fucceffor, and continued governor until Hertford and New Haven
were united into one colony in 1662,

John Winthrop, Efq. fon of governor Winthrop of Maflachufets Bay,
arrived at Fort Saybrook in 1633, as agent from the Lords Say and Brook,
who built that fort at the mouth of Conneéticut River, and fold it to the
fettlers in 1644. Mr. Winthrop was chofen governor of Hertford co-
lony ; and, upon the reftoration of King Charles II. he went to Eng-
land, where he obtained the royal charter for incorporating the two co-
lonies into the prefent colony of Conne&ticut, of which he was gover-
nor fourteen years, and died at Bofton, on the 5th of April 1676, aged
feventy-three. Mr. Leet atted as deputy-governor to Mr. Winthrop,
whom he alfo fucceeded as governor, and continued as fuch ten years,
until his own death. \

The Conne&icut charter was granted by King Charles II. in the four-
teenth year of his reign; and was an excellent charter for the people,
who were thereby rendered in a manner independent of the crown, as
they were impowered to choofe their own governor, deputy-governor,
and twelve afhiftants, who, with the deputies or reprefentatives of the peo-
ple, were to hold two annual aflembles, and ordain all laws for the good
of the community. It is faid, Mr, Winthrop procured the King’s fa-
vour in this peculiar manner, by preflenting him with a ring, which
King Charles I. had on fome particular occaflion given to his grand-

VoL. L. Gg father.
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father. Some difaffected perfons, however, in each colony, oppofed the
union at rft; but they were foon fatisfied and reconciled.

In the reigns of King Charles II. and King James IL the colony of
Conne&icut tacitly dropped their charter or jurifdi&tion, which the}7 re-
affumed at the revolution, and it ftill {fubfifts. The government 1s in
the hands of the reprefentatives of the freemen or people, as was alfo
the property : but at prefent no colony or general lands remain, except
fome Indian referves; and fo it 1s in Rhode Ifland, which alfo preferved
its charter by yielding to the form like Conne&icut, inftead of refifting

like the NIaflachufets.

As to their difputes with the French of Canada and their Indians,
they were in common with the Maffachufets colony : but the Indians are
now almoft extiné. They have a fmall referve upon the eaft fide of Con-~
neQicut River at Piftol Point in Weathersfield : there is another referve
upon New London River, in the northern parts of that townfhip, called
Mohegins ; and there are a few of the Nianticks about five miles weft
from New London.

The partition line between New York and Conneticut, as eftablithed
on the 1ft of December 1664, runs from the mouth of Memeroncock
River, a little weft from Byram River, north north-weft, and was the
ancient eafterly bounds of New York, until the 23d of November 1683,
when the line was run nearly the fame as it was fettled in 1713,

The Duke of Hamilton’s grant took in part of the prefent colony of
Conneticut ; for that grant was from Narraganfet Bay to Conne&icut
River, and back into the country until it met with Maflachufets fouth
line : but as this was never purchafed of the Indians, nor ever fettled, it
has been deemed as obfolete ; though fome attempts were made to revive
this claim,

The prefent Counties are as follows: 1. Hertford County; 2. New
Haven County; 3. New London County; 4. Fairfield County ; and 5
Windham County. Thefe counties fend in all about a hundred reprefen-
tatives, of which every townfhip fends two, excepting fome which are
poor, pay no colony rates, and confequently fend no reprefentatives to
the general affembly or legiflature.

In Connefticut, and all over New England, every conftituted town-

fhip 1s a corporation: but in this province the qualification for a voter or

~

2 freeman,
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freeman, is to be twenty-one years of age, with a frechold rated in the

common lift at fifty thillings, or perfonal ftate rated at forty pounds, be-
fide his poll or perfon.

Townfhip meetings or aflembiies are impowered to make prudential
laws or orders, with a penalty of tranfgreflion not to exceed twenty
thillings. Townfhip officers are to be chofen annually in December ;
that is, feleCt-men, not exceeding feven ; and lifters, or afleflors, not ex-
ceeding nine. Town-clerks are to regifter marriages, births, and burials.
No perfon is to be admitted an inhabitant of a town, but by the con-
fent of the felet-men; and no firanger is to refide exceeding a-limited
number of days without liberty from the felet-men ; and the entertainer
is finable. A franger continuing after being warned out, may be fined
ten fhillings a week, or whipped, not exceeding ten firipes. A ftranger
entertained above four days, the entertainer is to be at the charge if taken
fick. Vagrants are to be ordered from conftable to conftable back to the
place from which they came; and if they return, they are to be whipped.

One year’s refidence qualifies a perfon for an i:habitant; and all elec-
tions are to be by a major part of the qualified voters. The frecmen of
each town are to meet 1n September to elet reprefentatives for the ge-
neral affembly ; and alfo to put twenty perfons 1n nmomination for the
next general ele¢tion in May. In April, the twelve affiftants are to be
chofen by the freemen of each town out of the twenty nominated per=
fons, to be fent fealed up to the general affembly ; with the votes for the
governor, deputy-governor, fecretary, and treafurer; as alfo votes for
the reprefentatives for the May aflembly, called proxies, returned by the
conftable of each town. :

There are two general-courts annually : the firlt at Hertford, called
the court of eleion, held on the fecond Thurfday in May, where the
freemen ele& a governor, deputy-governor, twclve afliftants, a fecretary,
and treafurer. The fecond at New Haven, on the fecond Thurfday in
O&ober. In the general-court fubfifts the power of making laws, grant-
ing levies, difpofing of colony lands, ereGing of judicatories and ofhcers,
granting pardons in criminal or capital cafes, and diffolving and proroguing
‘of themfelves. The governor, deputy-governor, or fecretary may call
a general-court upon emergencies : and every town may fend one or two
deputies, except fome places who are not qualified, as before obferved. No
member of the general-court, during its {itting, can bearrefted, except for
treafon or felony. Previous to all other bufinefs, the houfe of reprefen-
tatives are to choofe a fpeaker and clerk; and the houfe are the only

Gg 2 judges
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judges concerning their own ele@tion. The abfence of a member each
day is a iine of ten fhillings, tobe paid to the colony trealurer ; but the
governr in the upper houfe, and the fpeaker in the lower houfe, have a
cafling vote.

As to the courts of judicature, all cafes exceeding the wvalue of forty
fhillings are to be determined at common law by a jury of twelve men.
'I'he jurymen in the feveral courts are to be chofen at a town-meeting,
held yearly in January. The qualification is hfty fhillings freehold at
leafl, rated in the gencral lift.  The names of the jurymen fo chefen are
put in a box with a lock, and when any number of jurymen are {fum-
moned to ferve at any court, the town conftable thould at random draw
fo many out of the box as is required from that town. Any juror fo
drawn, and not appearing at the court, the penalty is ten fhillings.

The prefent ena&ting fiyle of the general affembly is, ¢ Be it enacted
by the governor, council, and reprefentatives, in general-court aflembled,
and by the authority of the fame.” All judges and juftices are ap-
pointed by the general-affembly, and commiffioned by the governor with

the provincial feal; but the governor, deputy-governor, and affiftants, are
juftices ex officio.

As to the courts where no juries are required, though the cafe may be
of confiderable value, there are,

1. The court of probates, confifting of one judge, and a clerk ap-
pointed by him, who are to hold a court in each of the following dif-
tridls, called the diftri@ of Hertford, New Haven, New London, Fair-
field, and Windham; Plainficld, Guilford, Woodbury, Stamford, Eaft
Hadham, Litehfield, Danbury, and Norwich. In diflicult cafes they
may call in two or three juftices of the quorum ; but any perfon ag-
grieved may appeal and review to the next fuperior court of the county.

i

2. The court of vice-admiralty ; has the fame judge and other officers
of that court which ferve for the province of New York.

3. The jufticiary court of admiralty, for trials of crimes committed
at fea, confifts of judges, fome of the colony of Conne&icut, and others
trom the province of New York, purfuant to the inftru@ions from home.

In this colony is no

particular court of chancery ; but in fome cafes the
general-affembly a&t

4s a court of chancery or equity.
Jufticiary
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~ Jufticiary courts of Oyer and Terminer, called affizes and general-
gaol delivery, are the fame with

The fuperior court; which is a court of judicature, itinerant from county
to county. It confifts of one chief judge, and four other judges, three
of whom are a quorum, and have cognizance of all pleas of the crown
that relate to life, limb, or banifhment; of divorce; of all pleas real,
perfonal, or mixed This court is to be held in each county twice a
year; and the judges are to appoint and {wear their own clerk.

An inferior court of judicature is alfo to be held in each countv twice
a year, by a judge, with two or more juflices of the quorum commif-
fioned for that purpofe, to determine all civil caufes, real, perfonal, or
mixed ; as alfo all criminal matters not extending to life, limb, divorce,
or banithment ; and they have power to levy a county tax.

A fpecial county court may be called upon any extraordinary occafion,
and may adjourn themfelves to any diftant time.

The general-aflembly hear writs of error againft proceedings of the
fuperior court : and where an inferior court exceeds 1its jurifdiCtion, the
judges of the fuperior court may grant a prohibition, with the fame
power as the court of King’s Bench in England.

A juftice may determine in any cafe not exceeding forty fhillings, it
land 1s not concerned. An appeal lies from a juftice to the county court,
and from thence a review to the next county court, or appeal to the
next fuperior court. In a debt upon bond, bill, or note, for a value not
exceeding forty fhillings, no appeal 1s allowed, and if not exceeding
ten pounds, no appeal is allowed from a county court.

No appeals were allowed to the King in council ; yet fome have gone
to England by way of complaint, at a confiderable expence; but no re-
lief was procured, excepting the cafe of Mr. Winthrop, who obtained a
declaration of the King in council, ¢ That their law concerning dividing
land inheritance of an inteftate was contrary to the law of England, and
void :” but in {ubfequent cafes this colony paid no regard to.that decla~
ration.

No perfon is to be kept in prifon, if he appears to have a fufficient
eftate; and where no eftate appears, the debtor muft fatisfy the debt by
fervice..

g Idle
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1d}- perfons and drunkards may by szrrant he brought before a juf-
tice. All fuch perfifting offenders are difabled from making of contra@s,
and their goods are to be under the management of the felg&-men, who
may fell all or part of their perfonal eflates, and, on deficiency, difpofe
of their perfons to fervitude for a certain time, to pay their juft debts :
but no real eftate can be fequeftered without an order of the general-af-
fembly ; and an appeal lies from the felect-men to the county court.

Some peculiar laws have been made in this colony, for the regulation
of public houfes of entertainment, and to preferve the d‘ecency of fo-
ciety. The publican is to be properly licenfed by.the magifirates, fele@-
men, grand-jurymen, and conftables ; to be nominated annually in Ta-
nuary, and approved of by the next county court. The houfe-keeper
is not to fuffer minors or fervants to fit tippling ; ftrangers and fo-
reigners excepted ; under a finc of ﬁr:.fhilli.u;i;c. No perfons arz to keep
company in public houfes on the evening following the Lord’s-day, or
days of faft. Any perfon found in a tavern the night before or after
the Lord’s-day, or after nine o’clock in any other night, is to be fined
three fhillings ; with fome exceptions. By {pecial ‘warrant, houfes may
be broke open in {earching after perfons in taverns; and inhabitants are
not to {it in a tavern drinking above one hour at a time, except upon
particular occafions, under a fine of fix fhillings. Tavern-hunters are
to be pofted up at the tavern-doors, with a prohibition of entertain-
ing them, upon penalty of three pounds. No tavern-keeper can bring
an ation for drink fold after two days; and none but licenfed houfes
to fell ftrong liquors in quantities exceeding one quart of wine or {pirits,
or one gallon of any other liquor, under a fine of three pounds for the
firft offence, {ix pounds for the fecond, and fo doubled for every of-

fence ; but if not able to pay, to be whipped not lefs than ten, and not
more than fifteen firipes for every offence.

Conne&ticut has kept free from the difficulties which the other pro-
vinces have fuftained from paper currencies. At times, by the prudent
adminiftration of the jurifdi@ion of Conne&icut colony, their taxes
were only from four thoufand to five thoufand pounds currency a vear,
whereas the polls and rates of the Maflachufets Bay, at the fame time,
were about four hundred thoufand pounds currency a year.

Taxes confift in the articles of rates, impofts,

' ) . and excife, as in the
Maflachufets in general, but not in particulars,

I. In



CONNECTICUT.

I. In Conne&icut, one penny rate produces four thoufand five hundred
ounds currency ; for in moft of the colonies real eftates are commonly
valued only at feven years purchafe. Rates comprehend the poll-tax ; on
which account every perfon is annually toive in a lift of his polls and
- rateable eftate, on or before the 1oth of September, and thofe lifts are to
be returned in O&ober to the general-court. Every male perfon, from fix-
teen to feventy, is to be fet in the lift at 18/ but the perfons exempted
from rates and polls* are as in the Maflachufets. Every ox, at 4/
Each fteer, cow, or heifer of three years and upward, at 3/.; a fteer or
heifer of two years, at 404.; and a fteer or heifer of one year, at 20+s.
Each horfe and mare of three years'old and upward, at 3/.; of two years
old, 40s.; and of one year old, 20 . Each {wine one year old, 20 4.
Every dwelling-houfe, with adjoining land, 20+s. an acre: plow and
mowing land in fome counties, 15 s. in others 10 s. and fome 7 5. 64. an
acre : boggy mowing meadow land, 5+. an acre ; and all upland pafture or
mowing land, 8. an acre; but peculiars are to be aflefled by the neareft
towns. All allowed attornies at law, 50/ their admiflion; and others
higher, in proportion to their bufinefs : but all tradelmen are to be rated
at the difcretion of the lifters .

II. The impofts : there is a high duty on the exportation of all timber
and lumber to the adjacent governments of Maflachufets, Rhode Ifland,
New Hampthire, and New York; which was intended as a kind of pro-
hibition, that the colony might not be drained of thofe materials. The
impofts upon rum is one penny a gallon, if imported directly from.
the Britifh fugar iflands.; and two pence from all other parts: but a
draw-back is allowed on exportatian. The governor, with advice of the
council, may, by proclamation, prohibit the exportation of grain and
other provifions, for a limited time, in cafes of neceffity.

TII. Excife: there is three pence a gallon upon all wine and diftilled
liquors ; which duty is much lefs than in the Maflachufets, and is ap-
plied to defray county charges. The county courts appoint reccivers of
the excife, with fee of two fhillings per pound, and the receivers may
agree with the public houfes by the year.

The a& for regulating maritime affairs, has nothing peculiar in it.

* Thefe are the governor, deputy-governor, affiftants, miniters of the gofpel, prefident
and tutors of the collegiate fchools, ftudents there, fchool-mafters, and poor, aged and
infirm perfons, whe are all excufed.

+ All thefe are almoft double rated to what they are in the Maflachufets.
‘ Conne&icut

)
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Connc&icut contains about one hundred thoufand men, of which one.
fourth arc capable of bearing arms. In 1740, at a great ﬁrgggle, ther
were about four thoufand freemen voters; and the training militia of thi
colony may confift of about £%een thoufland men. RTTARN

By the a& for forming and regulating the militia, the governor is t
be captain-general ; and the deputy-governor, ]ieutenant-ge’heral: the
military companies of the feveral townfhips are formed into thiiteen
regiments of foot, and to cach regiment one troop of horfe. The field.
oflicers of earh regiment, as colonel, lieutenant-colonel, and major, 'to be
appointed by the general-affembly, and commiflioned by the governor,
After being embodied, the whole are to be aflembled once in four years,
or oftener, for regimental exercife; but the companies are to be trained
four times a year, and every foldier who does not appear is fined three
thillings. e

The Connedticut adminiftration have reduced all their public fees and
fines to proclamation money ; and as they have exifted as a government
for above a century, they have acquired fuch experience as to have formed
an excellent body of laws, which were lately revifed ahd- publithed in
1750, in a fmall folio of 258 pages; containing the moft plain; concife,
natural, and equitable laws for the plantations hitherto extant. |

In this authoritative revifal of their municipal laws, the introduGory law
or actis in themanner of amagna charta, for fecuring the general privileges
of his Majefty’s fubjes in the colony ; for it was thereby enacted, ¢ That
the life of no man fhould be taken away, nor his honour or credit be
ftained ; neither his perfon arrefied, reftrained, banifhed, difmembered,
or otherwife punifhed ; he fhould not be deprived of his wife and children,
nor his goods or eftate taken from him, or endamaged, under the colour
of law, or countenance of authority ; unlefs by virtue of fome exprefs
law of the colony warranting the {fame, eftablifhed by the general-court,
and {utficiently publifhed ; or in cafe of defe& of fuch laws in any parti-
cular cafe, by fome clear and plain rule warranted by the word of God.”]

All his Majefty’s fubjecs within this colony, whether inhabitants or
not, are to enjoy the fame juftice and law that is general for the colony,

in all cales proper for civil authority, and courts of judicature in the fame,
without delay or partiality. '

Every town is to have a fealer of weights and meafures; and all cafks
are to be of the London affize.  Every town muft have a peculiar brand
tor their horfes, on or near the left fhoulder.

Comrmon
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Common intereft is {ix pex cent. per anm. letting of cattle and maritime "
aflairs excepted. j ' e

Any book-debt not accounted for with the original debtor in feven
years, 1s not pleadable after the debtor’s death. Upon execution iffued,
. the creditor fhall, at the ufual place of the debtor’s abode, demand the
"debt; upon non-payment, he may levy execution upon the proper move-
ables *, and fet up a lift of the fame upon the town-poft, to be fold by : :
outcry after twenty days; but in a deficiency of goods, and upon'the . &
creditor’s refufing lands, the debtor’s body may be feized.

Any debtor in a debt not exceeding 20/. may confefs judgment before
a fingle juftice; and debtors committed to gaol, on {wearing they have
not effects to the value of 5 /. are to be fubfifted by the creditors at a certain
rate,

No aétion is to be brought for bill, bond, or note, but within the {pace
of feventeen years; nor can any ation of trefpafs or defamation be com-
menced but within three years ; and the fine for defamation not to exceed
ten pounds.

The capital crimes are confpiracy againft the .colony, wilful murder,
blafphemy, {odomy, beftiality, wilfully firing houfes, disfiguring or dif-
membering, and falfe witnefs in cafe of life and death.

Single perfons committing fornication are to be fined g3 s. or whipped;
and every perfon playing at dice, cards, or tables, to be fined twenty
thillings. All fines impofed by the general court, belong to the colony-
treafury ; if impofed by the county-court, to the county-treafury; and if
impofed by an afliftant-judge, to the townfhip treafuries.

A bill of divorce and liberty to marry again may be granted by the
fuperior courts, in cafes of adultery, fraudulent contra&, feven years
abfence not heard of, or wilful defertion for three years.

Forgery was three days public pillory, double damages to the injured
party, and incapacity of being an evidence in law: the form of their oath
i3, ¢ You {fwear by the name of the ever-living God.” Perjury was 20 /.
fine, and {ix months imprifonment ; if unable to pay the fine, to be pil-
loried with both ears nailed, and incapacitated from giving evidence.

1. . . :
* For neceffary apparel, houfehold goods, tools, and arms, are excepted.

Vou. L. Hh For
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For burglary or robbery the penalty was brandfing, e?irs cut }?_ﬁ:a and
whipping ; but the third clience was death. Theft was fine, V&; 1pping,.
or fervitude. Buying goods of flaves, the pet}alty was treb.e value,
fervice, or whipping; and the penalty for receiving or concealing ftolen.

~ oy
goods was the fame as theft.

Anv fluve or Indian [iriking a white man, tie renalty was whipping,
not exceeding thirty ftripes. An Indian conv1€ted’ of drunkennefs, v/as.
to pay five fhillings, or {uffer ten lafhes. All the indians in- a townthip
fhould be muitercd once a year, and the requifite laws read to then}. An
indian, Molatto, or Negro, travelling without a pafs, may be fe1ze§1 as
a runaway. Idlenefs and drunkennefs are the general vices of In.dl.ans,
therelore the penalty of felling {trong liquor to an Indian was ten fhillings

a pint.

The eftablithed rcligions are Prefbyterians, Congregationgliﬁg, and
confociated minifters; whofe parifh churches are under the direction of
the county-courts ; but tolerated minifters fr(.m} thofe profeflions are left
at large. There are about 130 cftablithed minifters, and feveral who are
tolerated.  In fome townthips are many parithes or precinéts. They begin
and cnd the Lord’s-day at the {fetting of the fun, according to the Jewifh
manner, which is prevalent through all New England among the Congre-
gationalifts.  Schools are well regulated, and have a colony allowance.
Every ccelefiaftical fociety of feventy families or upward, thould have a
{cheol for the infltru@ion of children to rcad and write; and a grammar-
{chool to cvery principal town ; befide one college in the colony.

"The laws relating to the obfervation of the Sabbath are too puritanical
and fevere. Thefe are under the inipediion oi the grand-jury, tything=
men, and confizklee, L hey are aumerous as well as firit, but they feem

gradually to droop, and will fearcely be revivel,
/ i

Criminal perfons making their cfeape frem the authority of other pro-
vincial governments to this colony, mov be remanded back to the place of
&0 J p

perpetration,

There arc fevere penalties on cutting down of trees, or firing of woods-
and lands; and the aceufed, if there is no proof, muft exculpate himfelf
by oath, But it is verv extraordinary, that all kinds of delinquents are
to pay the charge of prefentment, whether guilty or innocent.

i Ie age of confent for marriage, 1s to the man fourteen, and to the wo-
man twelve ; but contra&s of perfons under parents, guardians, or mafters,

I arc

-
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are of no validity ; and no perfon unmarried is to keep houfe of himfelf,

without permiffion of the magiftrates, under the penalty of twenty fhil-
lings a week.

No perfon is to be married unlefs publifhed in fome congregation, or
publickly pofted up eight days before fuch marriage. : No perfon is to join
people in marriage, befide a juftice in the county, or an ordained minifter
of the parifh where the parties dwell ; but any juftice or minifter marry-
ing perfons without publication, and certificate of the confent of the pa-
rents or guardians, is to pay a penalty of twenty pounds. Degrees of
kindred forbidding marriage are according to the Levitical law, and fuch
marriages are declared to be void; the offenders to {it upon the gallows
with a rope about the neck, to be whipped, and to wear the letter I on
their arm or back.

Any man endeavouring to gain the affeGtions of a maid, without liberty

of courtfhip from the parents or guardians, he is to pay five pounds for
the firft offence.

IIh » SECTION
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i SECTION I

Boundazics of the Proviuce ; mountains, rivers, produce, and ma_my’ac"?ures ;
trade and navigation. Account of Yale College at New Haven. An

account of the Indian charity-fchool lately founded at Lebanon in Con-
nellicut. ‘

HE Province of Conneicut is about fixty miles {quare; bounded

by the fea on the north, New York on the weft, the Maffachufcts on
the north, and Rhode-lfland on the eaft. The charter boundaries have
been already defcribed ; but its prefent boundaries are as follow : its north
line upon Maflachufets Bay of about 72 miles, fettled in 17135 its eafterly
line upon the colony of Rhode lfland of about 45 miles, fettled in 1728;
its foutherly line upon Long Ifland found, being a fea line of about go
miles, in a dire& weft-foutherly courfe, from the mouth of Pakatuke
River to the mouth of Byram River; its wefterly line as finally fettled
with New York.

Connedticut is a good country as to climate and foil, and is valuable
for grain and pafture; 1t is generally broken land, that is, hills and dales,
but well watered. The people of any country are happy, where the
mcaner inhabitants are plentifully and wholefomely fed, and warmly and
decently clothed ; which is the cafe in Conneélicut, as it is chi¢fly inha-
bited by 1nduftrious hufbandmen.

Simfbury, or the copper mine hills, are their higheft lands; but not
fertile, as it is {uid of metallic ore hills in general.

The Pi-izwcipril rivers are, the Conne&icut, the Thames, and the Houfa-
tonict: or Luaiord River,

1. Conne&icut River, with its branches and townthips thereon, have
already been defcribed.

2. Thames River 1s a long navigable creek of about twenty miles, and
the ht?ad of it is in Norwich in New London county. The townthip of
iverwich pays the higheft tax of any 1n the colony, and in time may be
ic principal place of trade. From Conne&icut River to the eaftern
}zoundar)' of t.he .colony, 1s an extraordinary well watered country, confift-
ing of two principal rivers and their branches, which fall into the bottom

of
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of the creek at Norwich. Thefe two rivers are Quenebaug and Satucket,
or higher Willemantick. The Quenebaug rifes in Brimfield, paffes through
Stourbridge and Dudley in the province of Maflachufets Bay, thence in
the colony of Connecticut, it divides Pomfret from Killingfley, Canter-
bury from Plainfield, and at Norwich falls into Thanies River or Creek.
Satucket River where it-originates in Brimfield of Maflachufets Bay, is
called Willemantick River, and receives feveral fmall runs of water at
Stafford in Conne&icut; it divides Toland from Wellington, and Coven-
try from Mansfield: at Windham it is called Windham River, and there
receives on its weftern fide Scagungamog River and Hope River; on
its eaftern fide, it receives Manchoag Rivey, which had received Fenton
River, and higher up, at Afhford, had received Bigelow River, Still River,
and Bungea River from Union and Woodftock ; and at Norwich it receives
the Quenebaug, where both form the Creek or Thames, which runs by
New London near Groton, and falls into the fea oppofite Fifher’s lfland.

3. The Houfatonick, Weftenhoek, or Stratford River, has its rife in
the weft part of the Maflachufets near Lake Iroquois, runs fouth to Stock-
bridge, and enters Conneticut near Salifbury and Canaan, proceeds to

Cornwal, Dover, Kent, Fairfield, Newtown, Stratford, and Milford,

where 1t falls into the Long Ifland found..

Pakatuke River divides Conne&icut from Rhode Ifland colony; and’
Byram River divides the colony of New York from Connecticut ; but thefe
are of no other confideration.

Upon the Long Ifland found is a delightful and profitable range of good’
townthips, the glory of all the Britith plantations 1n New England, as
Stonington, Groton, New Londen, Lyme, Saybrook, Kiilingworth, Guil-
ford, Brentford, New Haven, Niiiford, Stratford, Fairfield, Norwalk,
Stamford, and Greenwich; but New Lendon is the capital.

The principal roads throughout the province of Conneticut are, 1. From:
Stonington to Groton, New London, Saybrook, Brentford, New Haven,
Stratford, Fairfield, Norwalk, Stamford, and Greenwich. The whole
extent 1s 126 miles from Pakatuke River, along the Sound, to Byram
River, the whole maritime length of the cclony from eaft to weft; and-
the road is continued generally at about two or three miles diftance from
the fea. 2. From Ncw Haven town to Wallingford, and Wetherfield,,
from thence along the weftern banks of the River Conne&icut to Hertford, .
Windfor, and to Springheld in the Maflachufets full north. 3. From
Middletown to Wallingiord, thence due weft to New Milford and Dan-

buy, .
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. NT s WAl . anbury to New Fair-
. 1o the province of New York. 3. From Danbury
Eg}:’ gozcr’l Sglifbur)’, and Sheflicld, in the Maflachufets, full north.

As there is little difference in the temperature of the air 1n the-feveral
parts of New Eneland, {oits fevcral.prochl&s and aptitude for _dlﬂ'erent
improvemcris vary but ina few particulars the fouthermoft being moft
natural for corn and the northern for grazing, thqugh both afford a much
greater plenty of timber and fifh. Inl thefe colonies, the lands which are
oloared of timber and improved for tillage and paflure are very far from
yielding fuch profit to the owner as they are capable of, for want of ma-
nuring, and being properly 1ubd1v1defl.mto {maller allotments, Whlc}.l the
oreat En‘icc of Tabour has made impraciicable; but as nature has furnifhed
the country with feveral forts of mfmrle and foa-ware, wherever the farmer
has been able to enrich the foil with them, the produce of his lands has
paid the cxpence, and greatly raifed their valuej yet, by reafon' of. the
fcarcity of labourers, few can bear the charge of forneceﬂary 2 cultlvauor_l;
but by increafing their number, the country may 1o0on be enabled to doiit,
and confecuently to fupply the Weft India iflands at a much cheaper rate

than has been lately done.

Connecticut had little foreign trade uatil of late the inhabitants fent

fome fmall velitls to the Welt India Iflands. Their produce chiefly confifts

of wheat and Indian corn; flax, butter, pork, beaver, and horfes.

Wool, hemp, flax, and iron are the general materials of all the New
England manufatures.

The Colonics have hitherto {ubfifted upon the gleanings of the woods
and the fertility of the freth woodlands, which is very great at firft. It s
only thefe that produce any quantity of hemp or flax, or any plenty of
the necellarics of life.  Thefe they are at firft obliged to plant with fuch
crops, in order to eshauft tie luxuriant fertility of frefh wood-lands, and
bring them into culture and tillage; but as foon as it is worn out, which
is in three or four years at moly, they are under as great a neceflity of
leaving off that method of planting, and making thofe ftaple commodities
for Lritain.  For thefe reafons, moft of the planters have been obliged to
leave off planting altogether, inftead of making improvements in it, with
fuch commodities as hemp and flax. Even moft of the tobacco plantations
are brokc up, and turned into corn and pafture grounds, which produce
nothing but corn, cattle, and wool, the ftaple of Britain; and, without

fome other methods of agriculture, thofe will become the only ftaple of
the northern colonies. :

Were
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Were we to confider the proper improvements for the Colonies in
North America, wool thouldbe the firft. They have already wool
enough, as fit for their ufe as if it was finer; and the only way to pre-
vent their manufaturing it is, to improve it {o as to make it fit to {end
to England, in order to purchafe their manufactures, inftead of making
them, and to {upply the place of Spanith wocl. '

They have had a bounty cn hemp and flax in North America ever fince
‘the year 1663, which has been renewed from time to time; and they
have as often tried to make thefe commodities, but could never produce
{fuch quantities as to ferve for a ftaple commodity to fend to Britain, and
purchafe their neceffaries by that means.

Upon fome late and curious effays, in exploring New England for

metallic ores and minerals, it has been found, that there is bog and rock
iron-ore in plenty, but not profitable; as alfo lead-ore, but fo intermixed
with rock and fpar as to turn to no account. In New England they have
not forged bar-iron for their own confumption, by bloomeries and re-

fineries ; but they have imported from England; as alfo from New York,

the Jerfeys, Pennfylvania, and Maryland.

The government of Conne&icut formerly eftablithed a corporation for
commerce, called ¢ The New London Society : but, in the fraudulent
humour of thofe times, contrary to the defign of their inflitution, they
foon began to manufature printed fociety notes, to be impofed as a cur-
rency, but the government caufed thefe bills to be drawn in at the
charge of the fociety.

In the Sound the tide flows from {ix to eight fect ; but the decp water is
on Long Ifland fide. ‘

In Conne&icut are eight convenient ports for {mall veffels; but they
generally enter and clear at the port of New London, which is a good
harbour, five miles within land, and deep water. Here they build large.
fhips ; but their timber is fpungy, and not durable. Small veflels are
built at Saybrook and New Haven..

In New England fome oxen of 18o0ib. weight, and hogs of 25 fcore,
have been killed. Conne&icut falt-pork 1s the beft of America; and
they finifh the fattening of their hogs with Indian meal.

In
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Tn fome parts of North America, the winters are too long and cold,,
and in other parts too hot for grafs; confequently can afford no quantity
of provender for cattle, and wiil probabl)f never be beef countries,
Lands in New England, which yield at a medium twenty hundred weight
of hay, are the beft; if forty hundred weight, the hay is rank and {our.

o | n New
ConneSicut Colicrey called Yale College in New Haven.

The general aflembly of Maflachufets Bay, in 1636, granted 400/,
towards ereting a collegiate {chool, afterward called Harvard college,

in Cambridge near Boflon; which was incorporated in 1650, as before

particularly mentioned. The people of Conneéticut joined in the con-
tribution, and continued their afliftance till the year 1701, when they
thought the diftance was too far, and the charge too great; therefore
their minifters and magiftracy preicnted a memorial to the general affem-
blr, wherein they defired that a collegiate-fchool might be ere@ed and
cndowed, and propofed ten minifters as truftecs for ordering the fame,
the {urvivors to {upply vacancies, and feven to be a quorum. Accord-
ingly a charter was drawn up for this purpofe by Mr. Addington then
fecretary of Maflachulets Bay, and was granted in O&ober 1701, with
power to appoint officers, and make laws, but not repugnant to the laws
of the civil government 5 to confer degrees; poflefs lands not exceeding
the yearly value of 500/. and to receive yearly out of the public treafury
100 /. currency, which was then equal to about 70 /. fterling. Saybrook
was refolved upon as a proper place; and the truftees chofe Mr. Pierfon,
minifter of Killingworth, for re€or, who with ten truftees conflituted the
corporation : and until a place could be fitted up in Saybrook, the fcholars

were to meet at the reCtor’s houfe in Killingworth, where they continued
till his death 1n 1707.

At the 5irft founding of this college, it was ordered, that where no
fpecial provifion was made by the truftees, the laws of Harvard college,
in the province of Maflachufets Bay, fhould be their rule. But in 1723
Governor Saltonftal drew up an additional explanatory charter, which
the general affembly gave to the college, whereby it was declared, that a
truftee might refign at pleafure ; that feven truflecs fhould be a quorum,

and to a&t by a majority; that a minifter of thirty years might be chofen
a truftee, and that the reftor fhould be a truftee ex officio.

In 1744, the affembl

y was petitioned by the truftces, for a new and
more perfeét charter,

whereby the college was to be incorporated, by the
name
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name of ¢ The Prefident and Fellows of Yale College in New Haven.”
‘This met with fuch approbation, that, on the gth of May 1745, a
provincial a& was paffed for the more full, and complete eftablifhment
of Yale College; whereby it was enacted, 1. That certain perfons therein
aentioned were incorporated by the name of ¢ The Prefident and Fel-
lows of Yale College in New Haven,” with fucceflion. 2. All former
donations to this collegiate-fchool, though in various expreflions, were
confirmed and vefted in the prefident and fellows, with fucceflion. 3.
‘That the prefident and fellows fhould continue during life, or until they
refigned, or were difplaced. 4. There fhould be a general meeting of
the prefident and fellows annually on the fecond Wednefday in Septem-
ber; the major vote of the members prefent thould be definitive ; and in
cafe of equal voices, the prefident fhould have a cafting vote. 5. The
prefident and fellows, fix at leaft, concurring, might remove and ap-
point in their room, a prefident, and fellow, a clerk, a treafurer, tutors,
profeflors, fteward, and other neceffary fervants. 6. That the prefident,
fellows, tutors, profeflors, and all other officers, before they entered upon
the execution of their office, thould publickly take the oaths, and fub-
fcribe the declaration appointed by the firft of King George 1.~ 7. The
corporation might appoint, from time to time, regulations not repug-
nant to the laws of England, or of the colony ; but might be difallowed
by the general affembly. 8. The corporation might confer degrees as
in other colleges. 9. All eftates belonging to the college, if real not
exceeding the value of goo/ a year, all members and refident officers
of the college, tutors, and ftudents; were exempted from military fervice
and public taxes. 10. The fum of 100/ proclamation money was
granted annually, during the pleafure of the aflfembly.

Several of the original truftees contributed to the carrying on the un-
dertaking, in land, a houfe, and valuable books to begin a library for
the college, and there was a general contribution throughout the coleny.
But the greateft donation of books was from the generofity and pro-
curement of Jeremiah Dummer, Efq. agent in London, in 1714, when
he fent over above eight hundred volumes, one hundred and twenty of

~ which were at his own coft, and the reft by procurements from Sir lfaac
Newton, Sir Richard Steel, Sir Richard Blackmore, Do&or Burnet, Doc-
tor Woodward, Do&or Halley, Doctor Bentley, Dotor Kennet, Doc-
tor Calamy, Do&or Edwards, Mr. Yale, Mr. Whifton, Mr. Henry, and
other learned gentlemen.

Elihu Yale, Efq. was a direGor of the Faft India Company, and fent
three hundred volumes ; but a great part of them were loft, in a tumult
Vor. L, T upon
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upon removing the library from Saybrook. Thefe books were in vlaue
about one hundred pounds fterling ; t.he don?r alfo gave four hundred
pounds fterling in effects, and by will mtqndea five hundred pounds fter-
ling more, but this was never accomplithed. In 1718, Mr. Dummer
fent more books to the value of thirty pounds, and ]al}aleal Brenton,
Ffq. of Newport in Rhode Ifland, gave fifty pound§ fterling. In 1723,
NMr. Daniel Turner of London fent them a colietion of twenty-eight
volumes in phyfic and furgery, and the college co.nferrefl upon him a

diploma of M. D. In 1744, Mr. Anthony Nougler, of Faxrﬁc?ld, left

by will to the college twenty-feven pounds ferling, to be put to interett,

In 1745, Philip Livingfton; Efq. of the King’s council of New York, as

he had four fons educated in this college, gave two hundred pounds cur-

rency to begin a foundation for a profeffor of Divinity, to be called the

Livingftonian profeflorfhip. In 1746, Mr. Samuel Lambert, of New

London, left fome lands to the college ; but, from fome intricacies in his

affairs, they turned to no great account, excepting about one hundred

acrss in Waliingford, and fixty-two acres in New Haven. There alfo

were a great many {maller donations, from time to time, which are too
tedious to be enumerated.

In 1732, the aflembly granted to the college fifteen hundred acres of
land, being three hundred acres in each of the new towns of Norfolk,
Canaan, Gofhen, Cornwal, and Kent; which may be valuable in a few
years : and in 1742, the general affembly augmented the annual grant to
the college, whereby they were enabled to {upport three tutors and a
reCtor. Divilions happened concerning the fituation of the college until
171¢, when the majority of the truftees voted a convenient college, and
reGtor’s houfe, to be ere&ed in the town of New Haven, which were
effected aceordingly, but with much oppofition and confufion from the
northern and eaftern parts of the colony: the truftees, however, held
their firft commencement at New Haven in September 1717.

The college building was ereted on the 3d of O&ober 1717 ; contain-
ing above fifty ftudies, befide the hall, library, and kitchen. It coft
about 1030 /. flerling.  On the 12th of September 1718, there was
a grand commencement, when the truftces gave it the name of Yale Col-
loge, and afterward fent a letter of thanks to Mr. Yale, for his gene-
roity to the colony, with letters of thanks to Mr. Dummer and General
Nichol{on for their donations of books. In 1748, upon a motion of the
prefident, the general affembly ordered a new college to be built at a
pubiic ccieny charge, a hundred feet long, and forty wide;

undr, ; eight rooms
cn a floor, and three ftories high; befide garrets and cellars, '

The



CONNECT»ICUT.

The regulations as to the degrees of batchelors and mafters are the
fame as in Harvard College of the Maffachufets.

This college at New Haven went on with fuch profperity, that, in
. September 1749, there commenced eleven mafters and twenty-three bat-

chelors : but at Harvard College, in July the fame year, there commenced
only nine mafters and twenty-two batchelors, though a college of much
longer ftanding, and in a much larger government.

In 1732, the reverend Do&tor George Berkley dean of Derry, and af-
terward Bifthop of Cloyn in Ireland, came over to found an cpifcopal
college upon the continent of North America, on fome of the iflands.
He refided fome time at New Port in Rhode Ilfland, where he purchafed
a country-feat, with about ninety-fix acres of land: but for fome parti-
cular reafons he relinquithed his defign in ereting an epifcopal collec -,
and returned to England. He was a good Judge of the world, and of
the Britifh Colonies, particularly of their feminsries of learning : but he
gave the preference to the college of New Haven, even before the epiico-
pal college of Willamfburg in Virginia; therefore he gave his eftate at
Rhode Ifland to Yale College ; the income to be premiums, from time to
time, for the beft Greek and Latin {cholars, in the judgment of the pre-
fident and {enior epifcopal miffionary of the colony; which has Leen
fome incitement to excel in claflical elegance. This eminent divine, great
philofopher, and noble patriot, alfo gave the college a fine collc&ion of
books of near one thoufand volumes, of which two hundred and fixty
were folios, and the whole in fterling value four hundred pounds.

This great and excellent man, in 1725, publifhed a public-fpirited
treatife, intitled, ¢ A propofal for the better fupplying of churches in
our foreign Plantations, and for converting the favage Americans to
Chriftianity, by a college to be ereted in the Summer Iilands, otherwife
called the Ifles of Bermuda ;”’ and he obtained a charter from King George
IL. for ere@ing a college by the name of St. Paul’s College in the Ifland
of Bermuda for the ufes above mentioned ; which college was to contain
a prefident and nine fellows: but it was never carried into execution,

In his fermon preached before ¢ The Incorporated Society for the
Propagmon of the Gofpel in Foreign Parts, at their anniverfary meeting
in the parifh church of St. Mary-le-Bow, on Friday, February 18th
1731,” he fays, as follows: ¢ 1 fpeak it knowingly, that the minifters
of the gofpel, in thofe Provinces which go by the name of New Eng-
land, fent and fupported at the expence of this fociety, have, by their

Iiaz {obriety
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fobriety of manners, difcreet behaviour, and f:oxh’ etent degreef of ufeful
knowledge, fiewn themfelves worthy the choice o thofe who fent them;
and particularly in living on a more friendly footing with their brethren
of tl.e -vparation; who, on their part, were alfo very much come off
from that narrownefs of fpirit,- which formerly kept them at fuch an
unantieable didance from us. And as there is reafon to apprehend,
that part of America coud not have buen thus_ ‘dxﬁmgmﬂled, and
providad with fuch a number of prop:r perfons, 1f one half of them
had not been fupplied out of the dillenting feminaries of the country,
vho, in proporticn as they attain to more liberal improvements of learn-
ing, are oblerved to quit their prejudice towards‘an ep;!u‘)pal chur.ch; {o
I verily think it might increafe the number of fuch ufetul men, if pro-
vifion was made to defray their charges in coming hither to receive Holy
Orders ; paifing and repafling the ocean, and tarrying the neceflary time
in London, requiring an expence that many are not able to bear. . It
would alfo be an encouragement to the miflionaries in general, and pro-
bably produce good ciiedis, if the allowance of certain millionaries were
avgmented, in propoition o the {ervices they had done, and the time
they had fpent in their miilion.”

The general fcheme intended by Dolor Berlidey proved abortive ; but
an Indian charity-fchool haslately becnn founded at Lebanon in Connedticut,
and carried on by the reverend Mr. Eleazer Wheelock, who, it {eems,
being deeply imprefled with a fenfe of the forlorn coadition of our fa-
vege fellow-creaturcs in thofe deferts, and of the obligation the defcen—
dents of thic ancient New Englanders ftill lie under to keep in view the:
avowed defign of their forefathers original emigration, did, about twelve
years ago, take two Indian boys, and through the whole duration of the
late war, under the preateft difcourager:znts anfing from the ravages of
the Indians, continued to increafe Lis {chool, by receiviny a larger number,
both boys and girls, from the ncarcr tribes; togeiher with fome promi-
fing Englifh youths, who were defigned for the fame purpofe of evange-
lizing the Hcathen: and being rationally convinced, at the conclufion
of the war, what a favourable opportunity our late fignal and amazing
conquefis afforded of proficuting this plan, he flill added, out of more
remote tiibes, many children o the number, all which he clothed,
boarded, and educiiod, without any f{ettled fund., He reprefents, that
he bhas now upwgrd ot twenty in his {chool at I.ebanon, who are re-
ferved for future fervice; and that there are twelve Englith and Indian
m:ﬂx_ona.rleﬁ, and choolmafters, now cmyloved in preaching the Gofpel
and in fottling fehools, with moft premiting encouragement and fuccefs,
among fome. o th? remote H@athen nations; but all that thefe mifliona-
ries depend immeldizicly on him for a fupport. That as this inftitution

was
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was intended purely to promote the common falvation of the Heathen,.s
without regard to any particular names, fects, or parties, fo it had been.
greatly countenanced and encouraged by perfons of various denominations.
on both fides the water : and as there appears at prefent a very uncom-=
mon defire @mong many of the Six Nations, and others, to have their
children: taught to read, write, and {peak well, and themfelves inftructed
in the Gofpel of Chrl{’t as well as in hufbandry, and the politer parts
of civilized life ; it had been judged expedient to fend to England the
Reverend Mr. Whitaker, minifter of the Golpel at Norwich in New
England ; and the Reverend Mr. Samfon Occo,, the firft pupil and In-
dian Chriftian which Mr. Wheelock educated, and the firft Indian Gof=
pel preacher that ever fet foot on the Britifh fhore; to folicit benefaltions
toward building and endowing an Indian fchool as a feminary for miffi-
onarics. That in what an important point of light this defign is already
viewed in America, appears from many atteftations, and recommenda-
tions, of feveral of his Majefty’s governors, chief-juftices, counfellors,
and fecretaries ; many miflionaries of the church of England, with vari-
ous Gofpel Minifters of other denominations, in the more northern Pro-
vinces ; numbers of eminent merchants ; and efpecially of the honout-
able Sir William ]ohnfon, that great {fupporter of the Britith Indian in-
tereft in general, and great patronizer of this infant inftitution in parti-
cular. '

Mr. Wheelock alfo addrefled a memorial « To the people of God in:
England, Scotland, and Ireland,” in recommendation of his defign, and.
of the Reverend Mr. Nathaniel Vo1 itaker, paftor of the church at Chel-
fea in Norwich, who purpofed a voyage to Europe, to {olicit benefactions
in favour of this Indian charlty-fchool in Connecticut j in which memo--
rial Mr. Wheelock favs, ¢ It is wcll known, that there are yet remain--
ing vaft numbers of orlgmal natives in this land, whofe manner of liv-~.
ing 1s favage, almoft ona level with the brutal creation, but fierce and ter--
rible in war: their dwellings are eminently habitations of cruelty : they
have continued from age to age in the groffeft paganifm and idolatry ;
ftrangers to all the emoluments of {cience, but fubtile and fkilful inall the-
arts of deceit and barbarity : and on every confideration their flate is,.
perhaps, the moft wretched and piteous of all the human race. They
have, from the firft planting of thefe Colonies, been a fcourge and terror-
to their Englith neighbours ; .often ravagmg and laying wafte their fron--
.tiers ; butchering, torturing; and captivating their fons; dathing their-
children againft the ftones ; fkilfully devifing, and proudly glorymg in:
all poflible methods of torture dnd cruelty within their power.” There-~-
fore he undertook this defign, which had been.liberally fupported with~-

out.
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out any fund; ¢ buc the nece(lory expraes for the fup{)ort of fuch a
number as were then employed iy rhe wildernefs, at the diftance of three
or four hundred miles, as tiy22 i71onries, eight {choolmafters, and
two interpreters; together i 1 t.ac neceflary {upplies for the fchool,
which then confifted of tv nuy-tewo, and others expected {oon, who were
of families of impertans in trilvs flill more remote, were greater than
could be reafonzv! s cxp+ .ced {0 thofe American Colonies, efpecially at
a time when complaints of debt, and want of money, were {o loud and
univerfal.” Therefore he had employed Mr. Whitaker, ¢ to befpeak the
charitable afliftance of the friends of Zion abroad ; for the glory of God,

and the good of men.”

To thefe were added fome atteftations relating to the characer and abi-
lities of the Reverend Mr. Samfon Occom, of the tribe of Mohegan In-
dians, adjoining to New London in Conne&icut, who was educated un-
der Mr. Wheelock, ordained by the Prefbytery of Suffolk on Long Ifland,
and was defigned to accompany Mr, Whitaker to Europe, where they

both arrived in 1766, and eftablifhed a fubfcription for the promotion of
the charity.

CHAP.



RHODE ISLAND.

CH AP VI

A Defcription of the Colony of RHODE ISLAND in
NEW ENGLAND.

SECTION I

Fts original Jettlements from the Maffachufets : Providence firft fettled by
Mr. Williams of Salem, in 1635 : Rbode Ifland firft fettled by the fec~
taries from the Maffachufets in 1637 and 1644 : their firff forms of
government; and their letter to the general court of the Maffachufets
Bay, concerning the Quakers, in 1657, The charter granted by King
Charles 11. in 1662, to « The governor and company of the colony of
Rhode Ifland and I'rovidence Plantations.”” The charter ordered to be
vacated in 1684 5 and reaffumed in 1689. The courts of judicature in
the colony : its divifions into counties ; taxes and waluations. Number
of wmbabitants, whites, negroes, and Indians. The proxies, reprefen-
tatives, juftices of the peace, and militia companies. The mdifference
of the Rhode Iflanders in regard to religion; with Bifbop Berkley’s

remarks theron, and of the flate of the colony when his lordfbp was
there..

“HIS colony is the fmalleit of the four in extent; being bounded

foutherly by the fea, and furrounded by the Maflachufets and Con-
necticut on its other fides.

In the Britith a&®s of parliament, this colony is named Rhode Ifland,
Providence Plantations, and the Narraganfet country, or King’s Province;
which originally were diftin¢t affociations or plantations, but afterward
became united, and were by charter incorporated into one jurifdiction or
colony. Thefe Colonifts were not immediately from England ; but pro-
ceeded from the neighbouring colony of Maflachufcts Bay, from whence
they departed as emigrants, or were banifhed as non conformifts ; {o that
they were confidered as Puritans among Puritans, and made fuch gra-
dual refinements, that all their religion was almoft vanithed; after which
the province became a receptacle of any people, without regard to re-
ligion or focial worfhip; and their modes of civil government have alfo

been very erroneous and defective.
King
2
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King Charles I. in 1620, made a 7rant to the Farl of Warwick from
Narraganfet Bay weftweid wlong {l.cre forty ]eag,u.es, and. in length from
Jea to fea. His lordfhip afii med that ggant to Willam Vifcount Say and
Seal, Lord Drock, Lord Rich, and <ight ot affociates : but the con-
ditions of the grant wcre never coaplied with, and the grant became
void 5 as alio, {or the fame reaton, il ancther grant made to the Duke
of Hamilton in 1635: but thc orizia of thele feveral fettlements fhall
be conclivly meniiuned.

I1r. Roger Williams came over from Old Ingland to New England in
1620, when he was chofin paflor of the church of Salem on the death
of Mr. Skelton, who had been roriccuted out of England for non-con-
formiry. If fome writers are to be credited, 1..:. Willlams was a rigid
Brownift, prectie, uncharitable, and of fuch boifterous and turbulent
paiiions, as had like to have raut the whole courtry into a flame.  Being
{trded in the church, he bega: v vent his fingular noticns, as,  That

it was net lawful for an unrcgonciate man to yrav, nor for good men to

soin in iamily prayer with thoiz they judeed wurescncrate @ that 1t was

nct lawiul to talic an cath ¢ the civil micgifirate; and therefore, when
the cath 7 cifceiance was tendered him, i retufed it, and advifed his
chaarch tu do {o oot that the yorent vhich dicy had for their lands from
fang Charles was invalid, and an inflitinent of injufiice, which they
curht to renounce, eing njurious o tiic nudves ; the King of England
having no power to difpefe or their lands to his own {ubjects ¢ that there
fhould le o ocneral and unlimited “oleration for all rdligions ; and to pu-
nith men {o: iaatters of confeience was perfecution.” It has been ob-
ferved, that althsugh Mr. Williams was fo large and generous in the
principles of tolirationg yet he was {o precife in his own condué&, as
to deny ail communion with thofe that wer: not exadtly of his own
ftandard : 1e ferbid the menbers of his church at “:lem to communi-
cate occafionally with the church at Bofton ; and becaufe they would not
agree to 1t, hie withdrew from them, and fet up a fcparate meeting in
his o houle, to which many of his zealous admirers reforted.  The
lll'il]i'&(ii‘:. of the other churches took a great deal of pains to convince
him of his crrers, but to no purpofe ; whereupon the monifirates in-
terpofed, and banithed him the affachiufzts Colony, as o citlurber of the
peace of the church and commonwealth. Sentence of banifhment
being read againft Mr. Williams, the whole town of Salem wasin an
uproar ; for he was efteemed an honeft difinterefted man, and of popular
talents in the pulpit; {o that fuch voas the compaflion of the people, oc--
cafioned by his followers raifing a cry of perfecution againit him, that
he would have carried off the greateft part of the inhabitants of the

town,
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town, if the minifters of Bofton had not interpofed. A confiderzble
number of his friends, however, refolved to hazard their lives and for-
tunes with him. With thefe he travelled towards the fouth, and fettled,
in the {pring of the year 1635, without the jurifdi@tion of the Maflachu-
fets, at Moofhafick, or Moofachick, which they called Providence, where
they incorporated into a church. The Narraganfet fachem made themn
feveral grants of lands; and one of the grants was dated at ¢ Nantigan-
fick, the 24th of March, in the fecond year of their plantation at Moo-
fachick or Providence,” where Mr. Williams refided forty years.

The priricipal perfons at firft concerned with Mr. Williams as propric-
tors of the Providence lands, afterward aflociated feveral others, until
at length they amounted to the number of one hundred proprictors of
Providence grants, which contained twenty miles fquare.

In 1640, about forty perfons voluntarily formed a fort of civil govern-
ment in the new colony, which was then only one county, as is at pre-
fent the province of New Hampthire ; but it was afterward divided into
three counties, and the townfhip or plantation of Providence was di-
vided into the four townfhips of Providence, Smithfield, Scituate, and
Gloucefter : Providence fends four reprefentatives to the general-aflem-
bly ; and the other fends two each.

In 1637, the fynod at New Town in Maflachufets Bay condemned
the opinions of many feCtaries, and other perfons thought themfelves
Aeverely treated by the fubfequent general court; upon which they, with
their friends and adherents, refolved to quit the country, and form a new
colony. Mr. Williams entertained them for fome time in a friendly man-
ner at Providence, and affifted them in purchaling the Iflands of the In-
dian fachems. Soon after, fome of them went to the Ifland of Aquat-
neck, which they alfo' purchafed from the Indians, and fettled there in
1639 : the grant of the Ifland was figned by the fachems on the 24th of
March 1637-8; and the planters purchafed quit-claims at a confiderable
expence. The fettlement began at the north-eaft end of the Ifland, then
called Pocaflet, and now Portimouth ; but, in 1644, the Ifland was called
the Ifle of Rhodes, or more properly Rhode Ifland, which foon became
the garden of New England for pleafure and delight. It lies in the Nar-
raganfet Bay; is about fourteen miles in length, and five in breadth,
The fertility and agreeablenefs of the place invited over {fo many plan-
ters, as overftocked the Ifland in a few years, and obliged fome of them
to fettle in the adjacent continent, where they purchafed a tract of

Vor. I. Kk land,
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land, and built feveral towns ; for all which they obtained a charter of
King Charles Il with ample privileges.

Rhode Ifland was foon divided into two townfhips, Newport its eafterly
part, and Port{fmouth its wefterly part; but Newport has been ﬁ.nce {ub-
divided into Newport and Niddletown. Eighteen Perfons, w1th9ut a
patent, voluntaiily aflociated themfelves for the eftablithment of this co-
lony : but fome families returned to the Malflachufets Bay; particularly
the Hutchinfons, Dummers, and Savages. , .

Their government was variable in the beginning, and until 1640,
when they agreed to be ruled by a governor, deputy-governor, and four
afiftants, who held their offices until they obtained patents of incorpora-
tion from the crown.

Mr. William Coddington was the firft governor ; Mr. William Bren-
ton, deputy-governor; and Mr. Eafton, Mr. Coggithal, Mr. Hutchin-
fon, and Mr. Porter, were the firft afliftants.

In 1643, eleven gentlemen purchafed of the Indians a tra& of land
on the Continent, where they built the town of Warwick, in honout of
the Eurl of that name, who had a large grant in thefe parts. This No-
bleman was governor and admiral of all the Englith plantations for the
parliament at that time, and granted a kind of charter to thefe new fet-
tlements by the name of ** The Incorporation of the Province Plantations
in the Narraganfet Bay in New England;” whereby they might fettle
themf{elves into any form of government the majority of the freemen
fhould agree upon, f{uitable to their eftate and condition; and make
proper laws, agreeable to thofe of England, fo far as the nature and con-
fitution of the place would admit. Their firft general-affembly was not
called until the 19th of May 1647, when they eftablithed a good body
of laws, and erected a different form of government ; whereby their le-
giflature, called ¢ A Court of Commiflioners,” confifted of fix members
from each of the four towns of Providence, Newport, Portfmouth, and
Warwick ; but the fupreme power to be in a regular vote of all the free-
holders of the colony; fo that the votes of the freemen fuperfeded or
repealed the adts of the court of commiffioners and made them void.
A prefident and four affiftants, annually chofen, were Judges of the

~court of trials, affifted by the two wardens or juftices of the particu-

lar town, in which this court fat from time to time. Every town chofe
a council of fix perfons to manage its affairs ; and that council had the
trial of {mall cafes, with the wardens or juftices of the town; but with

an
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A appeal ta the court of prefident and affociates:-. There was a fhort
mterruptxon of this form of government, by an order of the council of
ftate in England, dated the 2d of O&ober, 1652 ; but the ufual form of

legiflation was foon refumed, and continued until the prefent charter took
place.

=, From time to time there were fome Englifh trading houfes, with {mall
putchales of lands from the Indians in the Narraganfet country; and the
ifland of Canonicut was purchafed in 1657; at which time a letter was
“fent from ¢ The Government of the Colony of Rhode Ifland,” concerning
the Quakers, to the General Court of the Maffachufets Bay, in which it
was obferved, ¢ that in thofe places where thefe people aforefaid, 1n this
colony, are moﬁ of all {uffered to declare themfelves freely, and are only
oppofed by arguments in difcourfe, there they leaft of all defire to come
and we are informed, that they begin to loath this place, for that they are
not oppofed by the civil authority, but with all patience and meeknefs are
{uffered to fay over their pretended revelations and admonitions, nor are
they like or able to gain many here to their way ; and furely we find, that
they delight to be perfecuted by civil powers, and when they are fo, they
are like to gain ‘more adherents by the conceit of their patient fufferings,
than by confent to their pernicious fayings.”

. )
The Anabaptifts of Providence, in 1654, divided into two fects, con-
cerning the effential neceflity of laying on of hands in ordination, as a
quglification in a perfon to adminifter baptifm ; but the laying on of hands
at laft generally prevailed;; and there 1s a firit aflociation of the ordina-
tion-baptifts, by itinerant annual meetings, all over New England, once
a year. The Quakers, on their perfecution in Maflachufets Bay, came
_to Rhode Ifland in 1656, and feveral of the moft enthufiaftic among the
* Anabaptifts joined with them. But, in 16359, the new colonifts prefented
_an addrefs to the fupreme authority in England, wherein they called them-
{elves a poor colony,  an outcaft people, formerly from our mother-na-

tion in the bifhops days, and fince from the New Englith over zealous
colonies.”

Such was the ftate of this colony, until the inhabitants obtained a char-
ter from the crown, which lodged the fupreme power in the community,
and made it an entire democracy.

As in the majority of voters, there muft at leaft be the governor, deputy-
governor, and fix of the affiftants, it was the fame cafe as if the governor
Kk 2 and
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and afliftants were a feparate board or houfe; thergfore they were afterward,
by a& of affembly, conftituted a feparate houle; and the governor, in
cafe of an equality of votes in the board of affiftants, was to have the
cafting votc, but no negative.

This firft affembly met at Newport, on the 1ft of March, 1663, and
enacted, that on the firft Wednefday in May annually, by a majority of
the votes of the freemen of the colony, fhould be eletted a recorder or
fecretary, a fheriff ¥, an attorney-general, and one treafurer-general. It
was likewife enaed, that all purchafes of the Indians without confent of
the affembly, fhould be void, and the purchafers finable : and that all the
new inhabitants, Roman Catholics only excepted, of competent eftates,
fhould be accounted freemen, and have power of choofing and of being
chofen deputies and other officers.

This competency of eftate has been varied at different periods down to
the year 17.46, when the affembly enacted, that the qualification for a
frceman fhould be frecholds of 400/ currency in value, or torent 20/ a
year, or the eldcft fon of fuch a freeholder; and to be propofed to thew
refpeCtive town-meetings three months at leaft before their admiffion.

Several new townfhips were eftablithed, by purchafing more lands from
tte Indians. Miiquamicut was purchafed in 1665, and was conttituted
a townfhip in 1669, by the name of Wefterley, which was afterward di-
vided into the thrce townfhips of Wefterley, Charles-Town, and Rich-
mond. In Charles-Town was the Narragantet Indian referve of two miles
from eaft to weft, and about {ix from north to fouth ; which was generall
turmed by the friends of the Indian guardians, appointed by the affembly
upon long leafes and {mall rents. Manifles, or Block-Ifland, in 16’2,
was conftituted the townfhip of New-Shoreham. Some gentlemen/o%
Rhode Hland and other parts of New England made a confiderable pur-
chafe from the Indians of Petaquamfecut, which, with the adjacent IaIr)ld's
were incorporated a townfhip by the name of Kingfton in 1674 ; but ﬁncé
dwxdcd into three townfhips, South Kingfton, North Kingfton :1,nd Exeter
In 1677, the townthip of Greenwich was incorporated ; whic,h was '1fter:
ward di’vided into the two townthips of Greeawich anZ] Weft (H-ecn‘w' h
5“ 1670, the -Iiland of Canonicut was incorporated and nar;led Ja:r(;e;
[own; by which time, all the colony general lands were reduced to pri-
vate property, {oas to compole twenty-four towns in the whole, d

* At prefent the fheriffs of the feveral counties are appointed by the general affembly

Each
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Each townfhip is managed by a town-council, confifting of the afliftants
who refide in the town, the juftices of the town, and fix freeholders cho-
fen yearly by the freemen of the town; the major part of them is a quorum,
with full power to manage the affairs and intereft of the town to which they
refpetively belong; as alfo to grant licences to public houfes; and are a
probate office for proving wills and granting adminiftration, with an ap-
peal to the governor and council as fupreme ordinary.

At the townthip meetings annually held in March, the freemen of the
town bring in their written votes called proxies, for a governor, a deputy-
governor, ten afliftants, recorder, treafurer, and attorney-general; which
votes are fealed up, and fent to Newport, for the next general eletion in
May. The governor has no negative in ele¢tions; nor has he a negative
in pafling of bills or refolves ; but he has a cafting vote at the board of affift-
ants. All other officers, civil and military, are appointed by a joint vote
of the board of affiftants and houfe of reprefentatives.

There are yearly two general aflemblies ; they {it on the firft Wednefday
in May at Newport ; but the fecond affembly meets on the laft Wednefday
of O&tober at Providence and South Kingfton alternately. The affembly
adjourn themfelves for any time; but in all grand committees and elec~
tions of officers, the board of affiftants and houfe of reprefentatives fit and
vote together.

The legiflative body ftyle themfelves ¢ The Governor and Company of
‘the Englith Colony of Rhode Ifland and Providence Plantations in New
England in America:’ and their enacing ftyle 1s, * Be it enacted by the
general aflembly of this colony, and by the authority of the fame it is
enacted.”

The governor has the cuftody of the royal charter and the provincial
feal, with other infignia; and he alfo appoints the naval officer; but the
governor’s falary is only 300/ currency a year, and all his perquifites
feldom exceed 1000/. In 1750, the deputy-governor had a yearly falary
of gool currency old tenor, and the treafurer had 200/, but no wages are
allowed to the afliftants and reprefentatives.

As briberies in the eleions of affembly-men and general officers were
become frequent and notorious, it was ena&ed in 1746, that no man
fhould be ad:nitted to vote until he had taken oath or affirmation, that he
would ufe his freedom for the good of the government without any other
motive ; and fhould not receive nor expedt any reward or promife of re-

ward in eletions. The fame aflembly enaQted, that no aflitant, or mem-
ber

532
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ber of the houfe of reprefentatives, fhould be allowed for, their fervice pny
wages or pay ; and feveral other laws have been made, at-different times,

exemplary to the other colonies. Lty e

N

Upon any urgent occalion, the governor, or, in his abfenc.e, the dcpu;y,-
governor, may by warrant call a general affembly. ‘The dire&ion of the
militia is in the general affembly of the colony but the governor and
afliftants have the power of the militia when the affembly does not fit,

When the court of England relolved to vacate charters of any nature,
a writ of quo warranto was ifued out againit this colony on the 6th of
Cowober 1655, and was delivered by Mr. Randolph on.the 8th of June
1636 ; notwithftanding the colony had made a full {urrender of their
charter before * ; but upon the revolution in 1688, they reaflumed their
former government; and as their charter was never vacated in a due
courfe of law, the court of England has permitted them to continue in the
pofleflion and ufe of it to this day.

When the charter firft took place in 1663, there were only 18 repre-
fentatives in the colony; being 6 from Newport, 4 from Providence, 4
from Portfmouth, and 4 from Warwick; but at prefent, befide thefe,
there are two from each conftituted townfhip incorporated from that time,
and now amount to §8 members.

As to their courts of judicature, they are oo

1. The Superior Court of Judicature, or courts. of Aﬂize"and.GeneraI
Gaol Delivery, held twicea year in each county. Three judges are a
quorum, who have cognizance of all pleas, real, perfonal, or mixed; as
alfo pleas of the crown, caufes criminal, and matters relating to the con-
fervation of the peace; punifhment of offenders, and generally of all other
matters, as amply to all intents and purpofes as the courts of King’s
Bench, Common Pleas, or Exchequer in England have, orhéught to have;
however, no caufe, matter, or thing, except writs of error and capital

crimes, are brought into this court by original or procefs; but by appeals
from the inierior courts of Common Pleas.

PRI

* This appears from the following advertifement in the London Gazette : “{)W)ih'cifor,

. Sept. 13, 1684,  His Majefty has gracioufly received the addrefs of the colony of Rhode
* Mand and Providence Plantations in New England, humbly reprefenting, that upon the fig-
n:f,catxon of a writ of quo warrants againft their charter, they had refolved in a general
ailembly not to ftand fuit with his Majefty, but wholly to fubmit to his royal pleafure them-
{vlves and their charter, whercof his Majefty had thought fit to accept the furrendes.” The

c:derin council to the attorney-general to bri i ; e
' y- ring writs of gue warrante againft Conneclicut
+nd Rhode Ifland v. ... dated July 15, 1685, ? ' & R

¢ 2. Inferior
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‘g, Inferior Courts of Common Pleas are held twice a year in each
county, and three juflices of the court are’a quorum, who have cognizance
of all civil a&tions arifing or happening within the county, and tryable at
common'law, of what ‘nature, kind, or. quahty foever. But no adtion
not exceeding 5/ currency is brought,into any of 'thefe courts, unlefs
where .a freehold is concerned, or by way of appeal from any juftices
court.

. Seflions of the-Peace, or a Court of General Seflions of the Pcace,
are held in each county twice in every year, and five Jufhces of the county
make a quorum, who have power to hear and determine relative to the
confervation of the peace and the punifhment of offenders.  All pleas of
the crown, except capital crimes, are alfo cognizable before then.

'4. " Juftices of the Peace, whofe power extends all over the county. The
General Affembly in their May feffions choofe for each town fo many
juftices of the peace as they find requifite, to be commitiioned by the go-
vernor under the provincial feal. A juftice may join perfons in marriage,
take the acknowledgment of a deed or othcr inftrument in writing ; as
alfo take depofitions out of court, on notification to the adverfe party.
"T'wo or more juftices may try, hear and adjudge all manner of debts, tref-
paffes, and other attions, not exceeding 5/. currency; titles of land are
excepted, and fuch other actions as are not allowable by any particular
law of the colony ; but three or more juftices of the peace may try all per-
fons fufpected of thieving to the value of 10/, currency.

Juries are chofen as follows: The town council of each town(hip
take-a lift of all perfons liable by law, and whom they fhall judge able :nd
well qualified to ferve on juries, and lay the fame before a town meeting
called for that purpofe ; and the names of all fuch perfons written on fepa-
rate pieces of paper, are put in a box, and delivered to the town-clerk, to be
by him kept under lock and key. - When the precept for returning of
]urles is 1fTued, the box is to be umlocked at a town meeting g, and the town-
clerk is to draw out fo many tickets as there are jurcrs roquired, to be
returned as.-fuch. Thofe as in the judgment of the town meetmg are
thought unable to ferve at that time, have their names returncd into the
box, and others are drawn in their ftead. The names of the perfons re-
turned to ferve, are put in another box from time to time, until 2!l the
tickets are drawn; then they are returned into the firft, to be drawn as
aforefaid. The town council once a year lay before a town meeting fuch
other perfons as may become qualified, to be put in the box; but if by
reafon of challenge or otherways there are not a fufficient number of zoad

- 4 " and
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and lawful men to make up the jury, the reft are to be filled up by the
theriff or his deputy.

The form of their judicial oath or affirmation does not invoke the judg-
ment of the omnifcient God, who fees in fecret; but only upon the
peril of the penalty of perjury, which does not feem an oath of proper
{olemnity.

6. Appeals in civil cafes are allowed from the juftices of the peace to
the inferior court of common pleas; and in criminal cafes to the court
of the general feflions of the peace; the judgments of which are final on
fuch appeals.

Any perfon aggrieved at the fentence of the court of feflions of the
peace, may appeal to the next fuperiar court of aflize.

An appeal is allowed from the inferior courts of common pleas to the
next {uperior court.

And appeals to his Majefty in council are allowed from the fuperior
court, where the matter or thing in controver{y is the value of three
hundred pounds new tenor ; unlefs from judgment obtained upon a bond,
which has no other condition but for payment of the money. They ap-
peal to the King in council not only on perfonal, but in real acions.

7. A court of chancery was once ereted ; but was foon difcontinued,
on account of their dangerous proceedings in difpenfing with the laws,
whereby no property was fafe.

8. The ordinary for probate of wills, and granting adminiftration, is

in the refpetive town councils; with appeals to the court of governor
and afliftants. '

9. The court of vice-admiralty confifts of the fame individual officers

o}i perfons who officiate in Maflachufets Bay, or by deputations from
them.

10. The jufticiary court of admiralty is much of the fame nature as

that of Maffachufets Bay, with an addition of the governor and fome of
the council of that neighbouring colony.

Formerly
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Formerly the colony of Rhode Ifland made only one county, which
was afterward divided into the three counties of Newport, Providence,
and King’s County; to which has been added a fourth county called
Briftol.

1. Newport County contains Rhode Ifland, in which are the towns of
Newport, Portfmouth, and Middletown : Block Ifland, in which is the
townfhip of New Shoreham : Canonicut Ifland, where is James Tewn :
Prudence Ifland and Patience Ifland ; with the adjudged parts of Tiver-
ton and Little Compton.

2. Providence County comprehends the townfhips of Providence,
Smithfield, Scituate, Gloucefter, Warwick, Coventry, Greenwich, Weft
Greenwich, and Cumberland.

3. King’s County includes the towns of South Kingfton, North
Kingfton, Exeter, Wefterly, Charles Town, and Richmond.

4. Briftol County is compofed of the late addition from the Province
of Maflachufets. "

Their prefent taxes of all kinds are very inconfiderable ; becaufe the

interelt of their public loans generally defray all charges of government.

The colony has been little concerned in the wars againft the Indians
and French; which was chiefly owing to the principles of Quakerifin
among many of the inhabitants, and as not being 1mmediately expofed
to the ravages of the enemy. In the expedition againft Port Royal in
Nova Scotia in 1710, and in the abortive expedition againft Canada in
1711, they had fome forces ; but toward the feigned or intended expe-
dition againft Canada in 1746, they had three hundred foldiers ready,
and one hundred feamen in a warlike floop.

By the valuation, or cenfus, made in 1748, the whites were 28,439 ;
the blacks, 3077 ; and th2 Indians 12573 1n all, 32,773  From thefe
dedu& Briftol, Tiverton, Little Compton, Warren, and Cumberland, a
late addition taken from the jurifdi@ion of Maffachufets Bay, and added
to Rhode Ifland colony, 4196 whites, 343 blacks, and 228 Indians;
there will remain 2.4,243 whites. Their late Guinea trade has added con-
fiderably to the number of their negroes : and here is alfo an increafe of
44 Indians, whereas they are obferved every where elfe to be upon the
decreafe. :

VoL. L. Ll The
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T following table reprefents all the townfhips; their number of pro-
vies, rcyrefentatives in the general-affemnbly, and juflices of peace; as
alfo the number of inhabitants, whites, negroes, and Indians; with the
companics of militia; as they flood in the year 1746,

TIF =
Tountips. | 5% g [ srom | dinms. [Comp.

Newport, 95| 6| 9| 5335/1105] 08| 4
Providence, 32| 4| 13| 3177| 22 50| 5§
Portfmouth, 251 4] 5| Soz| 134] s1| 1
Warwick, 21| 4| 8f 1513 176/ 9:| 3
Wefterley, 231 2} 6} 1701 359! 49| 4
* New Shoreham,| 23| 2! o| 26o] 20| 2c¢| 1
North Kingfton, | 30| 2| 7| 1665 184 86| 3
South Kingfton, | 21| 2 §| 1405| 380] 193| 3
Eaft Greenwich, | 17| 2f 6| 956 61} 27| 2
ames Town, 4| 2} o} 284 11| 20| 1
* Smithfield, 45| 2| 5| 400| 30| 29| 3
Scituate, 58| 2| 4| 1210] 10 6| 3
Gloucefter, 11| 2| 4| 1194 S 3
Charles Town, gl 2| 3| 641] 58| 303! 1
Weft Greeawich, | 25] 2| 4| 757 8 1l g
Coventry, 12f 21 61 769/ 16 71 2
Exeter, 241 2 4 1103 63 8| 2
Middletown, 20| 2f 4| 5§86 6] 18| 1
Briftol, 131 21 5] 928| 1281 13| 1
Tiverton, 1o2) 2t 4! 8421 99| 99| 2
Little Compton, [107| 2| 5| 1004| 62| 86| 1
* Warren, 02| 2|l 4| 6co 501 30| 1
Cumberland, 731 2| 3| 8o2 4 I
* Richmond, 11| 2| §| 500 5 sl 1
8388|58]119'28439|3077 1257] 51

The numbers of whites, blacks, and Indians in New Shoreham, Smith-
field, Warren, and Richmond, are only eftimates, and not an actual
cenfus.

The fifty-one companies of foot militia are formed into four regi-
ments, each belonging to one of the four counties. There are alfo
9 one
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one troop of horfe in the county of Newport, and another troop in the
county of Providence ; but none in King’s County, and Briftol.

In this colony are no townfhip or parifh rates for the fupport of eccle-
fiaftics of any denomination; but the church of England miffionaries,
nnmﬁers, and {choolmafters, have falaries from England by ¢ The So-
ciety for propagating the Gofpel in Foreign Parts;” and the congrega-
tionalift minifter in Wefterley, as a miflionary among the Narraganfet
Indians, has an exhibition from an incorporated fociety in Scotland,
called “ a Society for propagating Chriftian Knowledge.” The re-
verend Mr. Cotton Mather afferts, that in 1695 ¢ Rhode Ifland colony
was a colluvies of Antinomians, Familifts, Anabaptifts, Antifabbatarians,
Arminians, Socinians, Quakers, Ranters, and every thing but Roman
Catholics, and true Chriftians ; bona terra, mala gens*. He fhould
have added fome Brownifts, Independents, and Congregationalifts, but not
formed into focieties. Afterward there was a meeting-houle or two upon
the ifland, which gave hopes of a farther reformation .

It has been already obferved, in the account of Conne&icut colony,
that Do&lor Berkley, late Bithop of Cloyne, relided fome time at New-
port in Rhode Ifland, where he purchafed an eftate, and gave it as an
endowment to the college of Connedlicut ; as alfo that, in his ¢ Ser-
mon preached before the Incorporated Society for the Propagation of the
Golpel 1n Foreign Parts, at their anniverfary meeting in the parith
church of St. Mary-le-Bow, on the 18th of February 1731,” his lord-
thip recommended the fervice of the miflionaries in general thoughout
all the Colonies of New England : and his lordfhip, in the fame fermon,
took particular notice of the low ftate of religion in Rhode Ifland dur-
- ing his refidence there, in the following terms : '

“ That having confidered the duty in general, he came there to treat
of it with reference to America, the peculiar province of that vene-
rable fociety ; which he fuppofed well informed of the ftate and progrefs of
religion in that part of the world, by their correfpondences with the
clergy upon their miffions. It might neverthelefs be expected, that one
who had been engaged in a defign upon that very view, who had been
upon the place, and refided a confiderable time in one of thofe colonies,
fhould have obferved fomewhat worth reporiing. It was to be hoped,
therefore, that one part of his audierice would pardon, what the other
might perhaps expe&, while he detained them with the narrative of a
few things he had obferved, and fuch reflexions as thereupon fuggelted

* See Magnalia, book vii. chap. 3. p, 20, 1 Neale I 195.
Ll=2 themfelves
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themfelves ; fome part of which might poflibly be found to extend to
other colonies. :

« That Rhode 1fland, with a portion of the adjacent country under
the fame government, was inhabited by an Englifh colony, confifting
chiefly of feQaries of many denominations, who feemed to have worn
off part of that prcjudice, which they inherited from their anceftors,
againft the national church of England ; though it muft be acknowledged,
at the fame time, that too many of them had worn off a ferious fenfe
of all rcligioh. Several, indeed, of the better fort, were accuftomed to
affemble themfelves regularly on the Lord’s Day for the performance of
divine werfhip ; but moft of thofe who were difperfed throughout that co-
lony fcemed to rival fome well-bred people of other countries. i a thorough
indifference for all that was facred, being equally carelefs of outward
worfhip, and of inward principles, whether of faith or practice. Of the
bulk ot them it might certainly be faid, that they lived without the fa-
craments, not being fo much as baptized ; and as for their morals, he
apprehended there was nothing to be found in them that fhould tempt
others to make an experiment of their principles, either in religion or
government.

¢« That a church which contained the fundamentals, and nothing {ub-
verfive of thofe fundamentals, was not to be fet at naught by any parti-
cular member; becaufe, it might not, in every point, correfpond with
his ideas, though he was fure of being in the right. Probably there
never was, or would be, an eftablithed church in this world, without
vifible marks of humanity upon it. That the Chriftian Religion was cal-
culated for the bulk of mankind, and therefore could not reafonably be
fuppofed to confift in {ubtile and nice notions. From the time that divi-
nity was confidered as a fcience, and human reafon inthroned on the
fan&uary of God, the hearts of its profeflors feem to have been lefs
under the influence of grace; and from that time, had grown many
unchriftian diffentions and controverfies of men, knowing nothing,
but doating about queftions, and ftrifes of words, whereof cometh envy,
frife, railings, evil furmifes, perverfe difputings of men of corrupt minds
and deftitute of truth *.”” After a noble exhortation, his lordthip con-
cludes in the following words : ‘¢ Certainly, if a juft and rational, a ge-
nuine and fincer®, a warm and vigorous piety, animated the mother
country, the influence thereof would foon reach our foreign Plantations,
and extend throughout their borders : then we fhould foon fee religion
thine forth with new luftre and force, to the converfion of Infidels, both
at home and abroad t.”

* i, Tim, vi. 45. + Cloyné, P 234» SEC
ECTION
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SECTION IL

Boundaries of the province; its trade and navigation ; paper currencies
religion : general obfervations ; and mifcellancons matters.

IT has been already obferved, that as foon as what they called a fec-

tary {prang up in the Maffachufets Colony, it was tran{planted to
Rhode Ifland, where both civil and religious liberty were alliwed in their
utmoft extent. When Mr. Williams was banifhed the jurifdi&ion of
the Maflachufets, he removed to the fouthward, to look out for a new
fettlement among the Indians, and fixed upon a place called by them
Mofthawfick, but by him Providence. The fight of a {pring which ran
from the hill into the river, induced him to ftop his canoe and land there.
In 1643, he went to England.

In the beginning of thefe fettlements, the country was not fufficientiy
inveftigated, and fome fucceeding grants from the crown interfered with
former grants. For inftance, Attleborough Gore was plainly included
in Plymouth grant ; as alfo in the grant to Rhode Ifland : And fome of
the lands of Tiverton and Little Compton feem to be in both thefe grants.
In equity, perhaps, the prior grant fhould have the preference ; but this’
was not obferved in the late determination of Rhode Ifland eafterly
bounds ; becaufe the validity of the Plymouth grant as to jurifdi&ion was
queftioned. Rhode Ifland colony pretended to the fettlements of Tiver-
ton, Little Compton, Dartmouth, Rochefter, Sandwich, and Cape Cod
townthips ; becaufe Plymouth grant was not faid to be bounded upon
the ocean : but this claim was not brought before a late court of com-
miflioners appointed by patent from Great Britain, to fettle the eaftern
boundaries of Rhode Ifland colony.

- King Charles II. received complaints concerning the wrong defcription
of places and grants, which could not be determined at a diftance, but
by commiffioners to be fent exprefsly on the {pot. Accordingly, in 1664,
his Majefty fent commiflioners, to fettle the controverted boundaries of
the colonies; any three or two of them to be a quorum. They fat as a
court at Providence and Warwick, in the colony of Rhode Ifland, and
fpent feveral months in the colony, examining into purchafes and titles
of lands from the Indians, and hearing complaints.

They
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They found the boundaries of Rhode Ifland colony, as delineated
in its charter, as follows : ¢ Bounded wefterly by the middle channel of
Pawcatuck or Pakatuk River; and up the faid river northerly to the
head thereof, and from thence in a ftrait line due north to Maflachufets
fouth bounds: extending eafterly three FEunglith miles to the eaft and
and north-eaft of the moft eaftern and north-eaftern parts of Narragan-
fet Bay, as it lies or extends itfelf from the ocean on the fouth, into
the mouth of the river Seacunk, which runs toward * the town- of
Providence ; and from thence along the eafterly bank of that river up to
Patucket falls, where was the moft wefterly line of Plymouth colony;
and thence due north to the fouth line of the Maffachufets.

Three of thofe commiffioners gave the Attleborough Gore to Plymouth
colony, whereby Patucket River was to be the dividing line between the
two colonies : but as this was never confirmed by the King in council,
it had no effe®. Ever fince the colony of Plymouth has been annexed
to the province of Maflachufets Bay thofe difputes have been continued
or revived [rom time to time : but if Maflachufets Bay had relinquithed
Attleborough Gore, Rhode lfland would have given a general releafe in
all other concerns ; which would have prevented the lofs of Briftol, with
fome part of Barrington, Swanzey, Little Compton, and Tiverton.

The wefterly line dividing Rhode Ifland from Conne&icut was fettled
by commiflioners from both colonies, in 1728, as already mentioned ;
and the fouthern parts are bounded by the fea from Watch Point to Sea-
konnet Point.

It was frequently very difficult, and almoft impofTible, to reconcile the
letter of the boundaries of two old grants; becaufe generally more was
granted than had been furveyed, or perhaps more than had been dif-
covered ; therefore the lines were ill exprefled, in loofe general terms,
and frequently interfering ; which could not be adjufted any better way
than by amicable conventions, and agreements of the parties concerned ;
to be explained and confirmed by the King in council.

Memorials were fent from Rhode 1land to his Majefty King George
Il. refpecting the boundary line with the Maffachuiets, whofe agents
concurred in the application, and in confeauence thereof a commiflion
was obtained for the eldeft counfeliors of the neighbouring governments
to meet and adjuft their boundaries. They accordingly et at the town

’ * It fhould have been, ¢¢ which runs from.”

of
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-of Providence, in the fummer of 1741, and found that the laft deter-
mined grant, for Plymouth colony in 1629, fpecified in this manner:
“ Between Conohaffet * River towards the north, and Narraganfet - River
towards the fouth; and between the occan I.towards the eaft, and a
ftrait line extending direétly into the main land from the mouth of the
faid Narraganfet River to the utmoft bounds of the Packanoket or Sa-
wamfet country to the Nipmug country, which determination was then
forgot ; and from Conohaflet back into the main land weftward, to the
.utmoft bounds of .the Packanoket country.”

The Rhode Hland claim was ¢ Three miles eaft north-eat of Affent
Creck in Taunton River; thence due fouth to the ocean eaft of Seacon-
net point; from whence a wefterly courfe to Fox point, being the mouth
of the river that comes from Providence town; thence along the eaft
fide of Seaconnet River to Patucket falls, and thence due north to Mafla-
chufets fouth line.”

The grant of King Charles II. under his fign manual, of Philip’s
country, to the Plymouth colony, was in thefe words: ¢ We having
taken into our royal confideration, how that, by your loyalty and good
conduét in that war, you have been the happy inftruments to enlarge our
dominions, and to bring that new territory of Mount Hope into a more
immediate dependence upon us; We are therefore gracioufly pleafed to
give and grant, and do hereby give and grant unto you, the full and
entire property of the faid territory or fcope of land, commonly called
Mount Hope, containing, by common eftimation, feven thoufand acres,
for the fole and proper ufe and behoof of yourfelves and the reft of our
faid colony of New Plymouth: ¢ To be holden of us, our heirs and
fucceflors, as of our caftle of Windfor in the county of Berks; yielding
and paying feven beaver fkins every year.” This country of Mount
Hope, with feveral townthips and parts of townfhips, always reputed
part of the colony of New Plymouth, was, in the year 1741, by Com-
miflioners from New York and other adjacent provinces, determined:
to be within the bounds of Rhode Ifland charter ; and this determination,
perhaps, for want of proper evidences, which might have been produced
on the part of the Maflachufets, was afterward confirmed by his late
Majefty in council. This is the remark made by Mr. Hutchinfon, lieu-
tenant-governor of the “Maffachufets province, who alfo adds, That ¢ in
this and other controverfies about boundaries, it has been the misfor--

* Now called Bound Brook, + The mouth of Taunton gut ar river, at Seaconnzt
point. 1 Or bay of Maflachufets, .

tune:
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tune of the Maflachufets to have been reprefented as too great and power-
ful a province ; and that his Majelty’s fmall province of New Hamp-
fhire, as aifo the {mall colony of Rhode Iiland, were opprefled and borue

down *.”

The fa& was, that upon a hearing at Providence,_ in 1741, of the
committees or agents of both colonies betore the comgnﬂioners appointed
by royal patent to fettle this line or boundary, neither the patent of
Plymouth colony, or anv copy ot it, was produced ; therefore the re-
cital of thofe letters patent, in their deed to Bradford and his aflociates,
was not fuflicient evidence againit the royal charter granted to Rhode
Ifland colony. This commiflion was not to meddle with property, but
only with jurifdiction, which was aicertzined to Rhode Ifland by royal
charter, notwithflanding their charter being pofterior to the New Ply-
mouth granc; becaufe the council of Plymwuth could only delegate pro-
perty, but not jurifdi@tion. No evidence was produced, to make it ap-
pear, that what is called Taunton Creat Kiver in their private deeds, be-
tween the main land on the ealt and Rhode Ifland on the weft, was
ever called Narraganfet River. i he determinat: n of the commiflioners
was in favour of Rhode Ifland colony 5 but the Mulachufets government
appealed home againfl every part of the judemen: as grievous and inju-
rious : but the judginent was confirmed as final, in 1746, by the King in
council, and was to tlis effect ;

“ From the fouth line of Maflachufets Bay to Patucket fulls; and
thence down the ealterly fide of cacunk River w the fouth~welt
corner of Buliock’s Neck; from whence north-caft three miles in a
firait line, until it meets with the termination of tl.is 1acinary line;
and from this to the bay near Towaflet Neck ; o that :his line touch the
nordh-eaft extremity of an imaginary line runring north-cait from Brif=
tol cove. On the eaft fide of Narraganfet Bay, it begins ar a point
abourt four hundred and forty rods fouthward of the mouth of Fall River
in Tiverton ; and thence runs eaft three miles; from whence it runs
foutherly parallel with the ealernmoft parts of Narraganfet Bay, or Taun-
ton Great River, to the fea.”

The feitling of this boundary coft each government about four thou-
fand pounds old tenor.  The commilfioners had from each government
fix fhiliings flerling a day; with all charges in coming to, refiding at,

-and returning trom the congrefs. By their determination, the late co-

* Hutchinfon’s hiftory of Maflachufets Bay, p. 34s.
lony



RHODE ISLAND.

lony of Plymouth, or rather the prefent province of Maflachufets Bay,
loft, in favour of Rhode Ifland, a triangular piece of land commonly
called the Attleborough Gore, which fince has been conftituted a- town-
thip called Cumberland, in honour to his late Royal Highnefs, uncle of
his prefent Majefty; but this townfhip is annexed to the county of
Providence. Briftol is entirely adjudged to Rhode Ifland, and retains its
former name. Some part of Swanfey, being forty-feven families, and a
great part of Barrington, are conftituted a townfhip by the name of
Warren, in honour of the late Sir Peter Warren, admiral of the navy,
and knight of the Bath. The three mile firips of Tiverton and Little
Compton, on the eaft fide of the Bay or Taunton Great lliver, continue
by the name of diftricts of Rhode l{land.

The government of Rhode Ifland, in 1746, fent to the government of
Maflachufets Bay, a copy of his Majefty’s order in council, for fettling
the boundary line between the two governments ; and by a& of Affem-
bly, the fecond of December the fame year, appointed commiilioners to

- run this late adjudged line with commiffioners from Maflachulets Bay :
but as the Maflachufets aflembly could not be informed of this matter in
proper time, the line was run ex parte by the Rhode Ifland colony.

Rhode Ifland government alfo claimed an extent of jurifdiction farther
north than was then fettled, and took off from the jurifdition of Maffa-
chufets Bay confiderable parcels of the townfhips of Wrentham, Belling-
ham, Mendon, Uxbridge, and Douglafs.

The provincial taxes and townfhip rates were lately thought fo op-
preflively great, that, 1. Upon a difpute between the province of Mafla-
chufets Bay and colony of Connelticut, lately broached concerning {fome
townfhips of the province indented with the colony; the Maflachufets
townthips of Woodftock, Somers, Enfield, and Sufheld, in a voluntary
manner, withdrew from the juri{di¢tion of Maflachufets, and put them-
felves under that of Conneicut; and by force, or menace, prevented
the civil officers of Maffachufets from gathering of taxes, or exercifing
any authority. 2. The Maflachufets townfhips adjoining to the northern
line of the Rhode Ifland colony, allowed the Rhode Ifland men to run a
line, without any oppofition; as they chofe to be rather under the jurif-
di¢tion of Rhode Ifland, where taxes were fmall, and no parochial rates.

Commiflioners were appointed by the general-affemblies of both colonies
to run their divifional line in 1749 refpeétively : but they did not meet,
and the Rhode Ifland commiflioners run the line ex parte.

VoL. L. M m Mr.
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Mr. Randal, Mr. Lapham, and Mr. Steern, were appointed the Rhode

Ifland commiffioners to run the line according to charter : they were af-
fited by Mr. Harris the provincial furveyor, and two chainmen : their
report was made 1 Febroary 1749-50, and was to this CIT§&: ‘“ That,
on the 30th of Ocober 1749, no commiffioners from Mallachufets Bay
appearing, they proceeded: that they could find no ftake or monument
of Woodvard and Safiery 5 but from the place defcribed in their com-
miffion, they found a place where Charles River formed a large crefcent
{feutherly ; which place was known by the name of P'oppolatu;k Pond,
which they took to he the fouthermoft part of the faid river.  That from
thence they meufured three miles on a plain in Wrentham, one quarter
of a mile north-cafterly from the dwelling-houfe of Thomas {vlan, and
about a quarter of a mile {outh-eafterly from the houfe of Robert Blake,
where they marked a pine tree and erclted a monument of {tons=s, and
found the fime to be in latitude 42 degress, eight minutes north, which
they deemed the north-calt bounds of the coelony: that from the faid
pine-tree, they proceeded to run the northern boundary line in a weft
courfe of eight and half degrce variation, and in this courfe marked
many trees, the faid line pafling over the fouthmoft part of Manchoag
pond ¥, and terminated about thirty rods ealtward of a fmall pond, called
Grafly Pond, at a black ocak tree, which they marked with a monument
of ftones about it, as the north-weftern bounds of the colony, being

about twenty-two miles from the aforefaid pine-tree to the faid black
oak.”

The face of the country, as alfo its produce and manufactures, are
little different from what has been already mentioned in Conneticut
colony, and the general branches of the iron manufactures, in the pro-
vince of Maffachufets Bay.

As to the trade and navigation of this colony, it is to be obferved,
that their trade in time of war confifts much in privateering, as alfo in
fmuggling of contraband and uncuftomed goods. They have been re-
markable for privateering againft the French and Spaniards formerly ;
but of late they had not the fame fuccefs. They export for the Weft
India llands, horfes, live ftock of feveral kinds, butter, cheefe, lumber,
and rum of their own diftilling ; but this trade has been upon the de-
cline. They have not much trade with Europe; but they carry to Bof-
ton, fugar, molafles, and other produce of the Weft Indies ; as likewife
fome negroes from Guinea, and logwood from the Bay of Honduras :
and from Bofton take their Englith and Faft India goods, '

* In the northern parts of Douglafs,
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- Newport in Rhode fland is their principal trading town, which lies in
41 degrees and 3§ minutes of north latitude : it is ot cafy and fhort accefs,
being near the fea; but for that reafon not fo well fituated for home con-
fumption. The town of Providence is about thirty miles farther up

Narraganfet Bay inland, and therefore may become the chief place of
trade.

For the fafety and conveniency of failing into the harbour of New-
port, a light-houfe was erected in 1749, at a public colony charge, in
beaver-tail. The diameter of this light-houfe at the bafe is 24 feet, and
at the top 1§ feet. The height from the ground to the top of the cor-
nice is 53 feet, round which is a gallery, and within that {tands the lan-
thorn, which 1s about 11 feet high, and § feet diameter. The ground
the light-houle ftands upon is about 12 feet above the furface of the fea
at high water ; and the following are the bearings, by the compafs, of
{feveral remarkable places from the light-houle.

Point Judith, 5. V. Watch-houfe on Caftle-hill, E. N, E.
Block Hland, S. . Brenton’s Point, E. N. E.

Whale Roclk, V. Tort on Goat Ifland, E. N. E.
Brenton’s Reef, E. S. E. Kettle Bottom Rock, N. E.

Seal Rock, E. S. E. Anchoring Place, N. E. by E.

There is a fmall funken rock lies off due fouth, and at the diftance of
about two hundred yards from the light-houfe. They have built a good

fort upon Goat Hland, in Newport harbour, which may in future times
rival ancient Rhodes.

As the public officers of this colony are annually eleCted by the ma-
jority of votes of the freemen at their townfhip mectings, it would be

too tedious to infert the names of all thofe who have been ele&ed {ince
the charter was obtained in 1663.

Formerly the parties in eleGtions and public tranfattions were upon
fe@ary footings ; but for fome years paft the oppofite partics were, tholc
who were againft multiplying a fallacious paper-currency ; and thofe who Currency:
encouraged it for private ends : but, in 1750, the majority of the houfe
of reprefentatives were of the paper-money fide, notwithftanding a
growing depreciation. From the firlt of April 1750, to the firft of Sep-
tember 1750, their paper-currency from par {uffered a difcount with the
Maflachufets paper-currency above twenty per cent. that is, a Piece of
Eight in Bolton fold for 45 s. old tenor, but it fold for 56 5. old tenor in
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Rhode Ifland : by felling, is meant, it is merchandize, and would con-
tinue fuch until the paper-money was generally annihilated, or arrived at

par with filver by its {mall quantity.

From the votes of the general-aflembly in this province, it appears,
that in February 1749-5-, their public bills of credit current were
525,033 /. old tenor ; 'of which the fum of 135,335/ was upon funds
ot taxes, and the reft upon loans not to be finifhed until the year 1764,
Thele bills were thought fufhcient to carry on the trade and bufinefls of
the colony, even at their depreciated value; yet there was a defign of
emitting the farther fum of 200,0c0 / old tenor upon loan.

The generality of the refponfible merchants of Rhode Ifland have al-
ways declared ageinft muluplying of a depreciating currency ; but in a
memorial to the general-aflembly, they obferved that the act of Maffa-
chufets, in 1748, for drawing in their public bills of credit, was in a too
violent and hafty manner.

The colony of Rhode Ifland, in 1751, emitted 100,000 7 currency,
with a greater intereft, and to be cancelled after ten years; which was
a flep toward reformation : though not fo good as that taken by Connec-
ticut colony, which, by their a& of affembly in 17409, allowed three
years to cancel their bills gradually, fo as to prevent a fudden confufion ;
and in their retmburfement money for the redu&ion of Cape Breton in
14, they were to draw upon their receiving agent, to fave incidental
charges, and thefe bills would readily purchafe filver for a currency.

The perfonal eflates in New England have fuffered incredible damages
by the depreciated denominations from the multiplying of a nominal pa-
per currency. By a&t of aflembly, in the Maffachufets, in 1711, the ex-
change of the government bills, upon account of the pretended Canada
expedition, was jixed at 140 /. New England for 100/ flerling ; but, in
1748, 1t was with Merchants 1000/, New England for 100 /. flerling.

It has been faid, that ¢ all thefe paper-money making affemblies have
been legiflatures of dzbtors, the reprefentatives of people who, from
incugitancy, idlenefs, and profufenefs, have been under a neceffity of
mortgaging their lands, which are real permanent eftate; but the debt
in paper-currency d.preciates more and more by its multiplication. Thus
their land eftate in nominal value increafes, and their debt in nominal
value decreafes : the large quantity of paper credit is proportionably in

. 7 favour
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favour of the debtors, and to th- difadvantage of the creditors, who are
the induftrious frugal part of rhe colony. Such is the wicked myflery
of this iniquitous paper-cur-.i.cy *.”

The following order, dated Whitehall the 21t of Auguft, 1740, was
fent by the lords of the regency, to George Thomas, Efq. then governor
of Pernfylvania:

“ Many inconveniences having arifen from the iffuing paper-currency,

contrary to the true meaning of an a& of Quecn Anne; itis his majefty’s
will and pleafure, and you are hercby required, not to pafs any bill, by
which bills of credit may be iffued in licu of money, without a claufe de-
claring the fame not to take effect till approved by his Majefty.”

In an a& of the 24th of King George 1I. for regulating paper money,

after recxtlng the a& of the 6th of (Qreefl Anne, this provifo is inferted:

‘“ Provided, that nothing herein fhall reftrain the Governor from iffuing
Paper Bills of Credit, upon fudden and cxtraordinary Emergencies of
Government; fo as care be taken to provide a Fund for calling in and
difcharging them within as fhort and reafonable a Time as may be,
not exceeding five Years.”

When there was an immediate public emergency for raifing money, the.
borrowing of public bills, already emitted, from the pofleflors, would
not have increafed a paper-currency, but prevented depreciations. Some
gentlemen offered to lend thefe bills at a fmall intereft; and others faid,
they had better Jend them without intereft, than that their perfonal eftates,
from multiplied emiflions, fhould depreciate at a much greater rate than
after the value of an accruing intereft.

The legiflature of Rhode Ifland however, in 1766, pafled an a&,
¢ calling in and finking all the money bills of that colony emitted in
March, April, and May, 1662 ; and empowering George Hazard, Efg.
with the general-treafurer, in lieu of the bills fo brought in, to iffue their
own notes, properly printed and decorated, to the owners of the bills
brought in, payable in feven years from the date of the refpe@ive bilis :
And that the notes given in lieu of the faid bills thould bear intereft until
limited for thcir return, at the raee of fix per cent. per ann. 'That a tax
thould be levied for the difcharge of the faid bills, and that it thould be

* Douglas I, p. 310,

deatly .
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death to counterfcit them. The form was that of: a common promiflory
note, with intercit; nonc more than 100/ nor lefs than 6.

As to the general ariicle of relizgion, it may be obferved, that the
plantations of lthode Hiand were originally fettled by people whimfical
m relivicus matiers, iuch ws Antinomians, rigid Brownifts, and other
ib&arig;. Their firlt focictios were Anabaptifts, who to this day feem to

have the majority in the cofony, and differ tfrom the Prefbyterians and

Independents only in admitiing of aduits to baptifim, and that not by
fp:inkling, but dipping or immerhion.  Some have no particular place of
meeting or worthips end others differ in particular tenets, fuch as, it is
unlawtul to pray with or for any practical unbelievers, and that human
learning is no way necellary tor a gofpel preacher.

The congregational wway fi0ft took place in 16598, but without any pub-
lic place of worthip until | =20, when o church of that kind was fettled in
Newport, and ancier chuich procecded irom them in 1728, There is
a congregationsl {ocicty in Providence; one in South Kingiton; another
in Wefterly, and a few others in dif rent parts; but none after the
modcl of the church of Scotland, Holland, Geneva, and the Freach
Hugonots.

There are many Quaker meetings all over the colony; as alfo a fmall’
congregation of Jews.

The Church of England fociety for propagating the cofpel in foreign
parts have four miflionary minifters in this colony, at Newport, South
Kingfton, Providence, and Biiftol: alfy occalional worfhip at Warwick
and Wellerly; two fchoolmafters with falaries, and a catechift or {chool-

mafier in Newport, by the donation of Mr. Keys, the late colletor of the
cufloms there.

As the charter grants an univerfal liberty of confcience, civil officers are
chofen ind:iierently out of every religicus {ociety ; and fome time fince,
Mr. Cranfion was continued governor many years, as an impartial good

man, though he did not attend any public meeting, and would not affo-
clate with any fe&.

The mifficnaries from the Society in London for propagating the Gofpel,
cal! all Diflenters the Separation; and Mr. Hobart, a Congregational
writer, fays, that this Society and their miffionaries are Epifcopal Separa-
tifts ; but both fides are in the wrong. Dolor George, late dean of Lin-
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coln, in his {fermon before the éociety for pro;;agating the Gofpel fays, that
¢ Circumftances in worfhip, in their nature variable, are left to be de-

termined by the difcretion of thofe whofe bufinefs it is to fee that all things
be done decentiy and in order.” |

An obfervation has been already made, that it was one great defign of
the firft planters in New England, particularly in the Maffachufcis colony,
to obtain for themfelves and their pofterity, the liberty of worthipping
. God in fuch manner as appeared to them to be molft agreeable to the facred
" {criptures.  While they remained in England, they continued in the com-
munion of the Church, except{uch as were excluded from it for non-con-
formity to fome of the ceremonies; for with fome of the ceremonial parts
of worfhip they were all more or lefs difiatisfied. The canons or laws of
the church, and the rigid execution of them, they accounted a grievous
burthen; but the form of government in the church was not a general
fubject of complaint; and they were very careful to diftinguifh themfelves
from the Brownifts and other feparatifts. Had they continued in Eng-
land, and the church been governed with the wifdom and moderation of
the prefent day, they would have remained, to ufe their own expreflion,

“ in the bofom of that church where they had received their hopes of {al-
vation.”’

The Scparatifts ufed to boaft, that ¢ if the old Puritans were fecure of
the magiftrate’s fword, and might go on with his good licence, they would
thake off the prelate’s yoke, and draw no longer in {piritual communion
with all the profane of the land; and though they then preached and
wrote againft the Separatifts, yet it’ they were in a place where they
might have their Iiberty, they would do as they did *.”

The New England colonifts formed themfelves into diftin& churches,
one after another, foon after their arrival ; but they feem to have no fettled.
fcheme or plan of church government, until Mr. Cotton came over in

16331, and eftablifhed the Congregational worfhip as the middle way
between Brownifm and Prefbyterianiim.

An odious fenfe had been affixed to the name of Independents, which
fecems to have been the reafon why it was avoided, rather than any mate-
rial diftin&ion 1n the conftitution of the churches, which appears, or can
be inferred, from ecither of thofe charalteriftics; but the platform agreed

* Robinfon, Bradford.. +. Hubbard.
upon.
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upon and publithed in 1648, although it did not own that dependence
which fhould {ubje@ any one church to any other, or even to the whole

united together; yet it profefled a relation which one church had to an-

other, and conneéted them together by certain rules to be obferved as the
terms or conditions upon which fuch connexion was to continue; and,
upon the irregular walk or demeanor of any one church, they were no
longer to remain members of the fame body, and the other churches were
not to admit them to their fellowfhip or communion. Although it was
the bufincis of a {fynod, or general council of all the churches, to debate
and determine matters of religion, as alfo to give dire&tions relating to
the worfhip of God and the good government of the church, ‘ which
were to be received with reverence and fubmiflion;” yet the fynod was to
exercife no church cenfures by way of difcipline, nor any aét of church
authority or jurifdi&ion, further than was done at the firft council of the
apoliles, clders, and whole church, as recorded in the 15th chapter of -
Adis, which was declared to be a precedent.

Al this provifion may appear but a weak band of {ociety ; but this con-
flitution of church government was adapted to the conftitution of civil

covernment, both as popular as can well be conceived; and notwith-

{'anding an acknowledgment or declaration from both, of feparate and
diftin& rights, yet each was aiding and aflifting to the other. The elders

or miniflers were not confidecred as one of the eftates; yet no matters of

nnportance, whether of a religious or civil nature, were determined
withcut their advice, and a formal reference to them. But however de-
fective this conflitution may appear in theory, an inftance 1s feldom to be
met of {o fleady and general adherence to the principles upon which it
was founded, and fo much harmony fubfifting, not only in particular
churches, but between one church and another, for many years.

From a facred regard to the religion of the Chriflian fabbath, a fcruple

arofe of the lawfulnefs of calling the firlt day of the week Sunday; and

they always, upon any occafion, either in a civil or religious relation to 1t,
fliled 1t exther the Lord’s Day or Sabbath.  As the exception to the word
Sunday was founded upon its fuperftitious idolatrous origin, the fame

icruple naturally followed with reipe& to the names of all the other days
-of the weck, and of moft of the months, which had the fame origin; ac=
ccordingly, they changed Monday, Tuelday, and the other days, into the

fecond, third, &ec. days of the weck; and inftead of March and April,
ufed the firft and fecond months; inftead of the third "Tuefday in May,

the language was, the third third day of the third month, and fo of the

reft.
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reft*. All their records and other writings were dated in the common
forms which they brought with them from England, until the year 1636,
when Mr. Vane was governor of the Maffachufets; but after that time,
the alteration feems to have been ftri&ly obferved, for many years together,
m all public writings and private tranfaGions. During the interregnum,
it obtained much in Old England; but the fcruple there went off at
once upon the Reftoration: it abated in New England, and continues
fcarce any where at this day, except among the people called Quakers;
and perhaps, the great diflike to fome other peculiarities of that people
caufed the decline of this cuftom in the New England colonies.

That every thing approaching to an acknowledgment of the authority
of the pope, and his power of canonization, might be avoided, they never
ufed the addition of Saint when they fpoke of the apoftles and the ancient
fathers of the Chriftian church. Even the ufual names of places were
made to conform: thus the Ifland of St. Chriftophers was always wrote
Chriftophers ; and, by the fame rule, all other places to which the term
of Saint had been prefixed: but if any exception was made, it was

anfwered, that the patriarchs had as good right to this appellation as the
apofiles. | -

Attempts were made to introduce {ingularities in fome of the churches,
particularly Mr. Davenport of New Haven required all his congregation
to ftand up whilft the text was naming; the principal reafon given for it
being, that it deferved peculiar honour, as it was the word of God. Mr.
Williams of Salem likewife required all the women of his congregation to

wear veils; but neither of thefe cultoms {pread, or were of any long con-
tinuance.

The fafts and feftivals of the Church of England were generally laid .
afide, and days of fafting and thankigiving frequently appointed as occa-

{ion required, which cuftom has continued to the prefent time.

In former times, before hired miflionaries from incorporated focietics
took place, the volunteer provincial miflionaries, fuch as Nr. Elliot and
Mr. Mayhew, who were of exemplary good life, and fpared no fatigue,
were of great fervice in civilizing the intermixed Indians, though their
faith was not ftrong enough to carry them among the adjacent tribes in the
wildernefs. The fociety miffionaries have been cenfured for negleing

* Asin the letter from the church of Salem to the church of Dorchefter the 1ft July 1639
¢ Salem, 1ft gth m®, 39.” But this was a fcruple of the Brownifts.
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this duty, which was originally thought fo eflential for thp intereft and
fecurity of the Colonies. The Albany Church of England miffionary fome-
times vifits the adjacent tribe of Mohawk Indians of th? Iroquois nation;
but the Congrezationalift miffionaries from the New England fociety in
London, upon the fronticis' of Gorges., Richmond, and Fort Dummer,
a& only as chaplains to thefe fmall garrifons.

The pradize of the late miffionarizs was to obtain a miflion to the moft
eivilized and epulent rowwns, where were no Indians, no want of an ortho-
dox miuifirv, and no Roman Catholics; the thrce principal intentions
of their mifon: thereiore, 1t was faid, thev feemed to value themfelves
upon the diverfion of the Prefbyteriars and Congregationahits. ¢ All men
have a Jaudalle veneration for the religion of their anceftors, and the pre-
judices of education are difficult to overcome; why then {hould a perfon
who follows the erthadox allowed or tolerated wavy of his forefathers, be
over-pertuaded to relinquith it, confidering that, by an interceding waver-
ing, the man may be overfet, and finlz into infidelity ? The miflionaries
feem to value themfelves mere upon thiz, than the converfion of a heathen
to our civil national intereft, and to Chriftianity, or the reformation of a
Roman Catholic, as is much wanted in Maryland; or preferving the Bri-
tith extra& from running into infidclity, as in North Carolina.” In the
charter, the propagation of the Church of England is not mentioned ; the
expreflions are general; as ¢ an orthodox clergy, propagation of the
Chriftian Religion or Gofpel in foreign parts.” Therefore the miflionaries
ought to be men of moderation, that is, of general charity and benevo-
lence; confidering alfo that many diffenters have contributed to this cha-
rity, and are worthy members of the fociety.”

To clafs the various feQaries in religious affairs is an intricate tafk ; for,
in the year 1637, the New England {fynod condemned eighty-two errors;
but the religious opinions which have appeared in the Lritith Colonies
may be claffed under three general heads: 1. The merely fpeculative:
2. The antiquated or obfolete: 3. The profeflions or feGtaries which at
prefent {ubfift, and are likely to remain.

L. Speculative private opinions are of little confequence in a fiate, until
the opinionifts form themfelves into large bodies and {eparate focieties.
I..The Antinomians aflerted, that the laws of Mofes are vacated, as
being only temporal and local; therefore not obligatory with Chriftian
nations : that good works do not forward, nor bad works retard {alvation.
2. The Familifts, who were of the Anabaptift tribe in Germany, agreed
with the Antinomians in many articles; but were fufpe&ted to be more

. inclined
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inclined to carnal than fpiritual love ; they perfuaded themfelves, that they
were the only ele& of God, and might deceive all men who were not of
their community, magiftrates not excepted, even with an oath.

I. 1. The Muggletonians are extin&. 2. The Gortonians 0" War-
wick in Rhode Ifland were of fhort duration. 3. The rigid Brown:iis
are relaxed into Independents and Congregationalifts. 4. The Independ-
ents in all the colonies have fuffered fome reformation, and are now
called Congregationalifis. 5. Puritans were for entire reformation and
abfolute purity; but that appellation is now obfolete. 6. Seekers waited
for new apoftles to reftore Chriftianity ; but thefe have quite difappeared.
7. Remonftrants and Contra-remonftrants, or Predeftinarians and Free-
will men; there are fome of thefe remaining among all the feGtaries.

ITII. The Church of England is the eftablifhed church, although only
nominal, in all the Britith Colonies. There is no eftablithed church go-
vernment; but, by the articles of union in 1707, that of the Church of
England is eftablifhed in perpetuity; yet the Colonifts have not felt any
epifcopal power from the fee of London, the office of whofe commiffaries
is only nominal.

The Papifts are inconfiderable, except in Pennfylvania and Maryland,
where they are tolerated.

1. Lutherans are only to be found in New York and Pennfylvania.
They differ from the Papifts principally in communion of both kinds,
bread and wine; divine worfhip in the vulgar tongue; and indulging
priefts with matrimony.

2. Prefbyterians, Church of England, and Congregationalifts are the
fame in all effential articles of Chriftian doétrine, and their laity are all of
the fame faith; the diftin&tion being only with regard to their different
clergy in forms of church government, difcipline, modes of public wor-
thip, and veftments. The Prefbyterians in the Britith Colonies arc of two
forts: the firft are thofe who follow the manner of the Church of Scot-
land, where they ufe no liturgy, but are modelled according to a direGtory
firft agreed upon by an aliembly of divines at Weftminfter in the time of
the civil war, and appointed by the general affembly of the Kirk of Scot-
Jland in 1647. The fecond are properly called Calvinifts, as they follow

. the confeflion of Heidelberg, like feveral churches in Germany, the
Church of Geneva, the Church of Holland, and the Hugonots of France;
they ufe not only a liturgy or common prayer, but alfo an eftablithed form
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of pf'almody.——All diffenters from the Church of Englanfi, and fouth of
New England, except Anabaptiits, ankﬁrg, ar}d Mor?.vxang,, are called
Prefbyterians ; thus the diflenting congregation 1n th.e cty of New York,
though under a Congregational minifter from Bofton, is called Prefbyterian,
A Calvinift French church fubfifted many years in Bofton, but was late]
dropt, there being no French new-comers, and the children of the former
generation underftand Englifh better than French: but there are feveral
Calvinift churches in the provinces of New York and Pennfylvania.

5. Congregationalifts, who may be called Independents reformed. This
is the religious mode of New England, where the Prefbyteriuns are onl
fpcculative, becaufe by the ac of union they can have no ccclefiaftic
claffical jurifdiction in the Colonies, and therefore are only congregational,
but lels rigid in admiflion of church members, and 1n church difcipline.
In the fecond {cflion of a fynod appointed by the civil legiflature at Bofton,
in May 168c, a platform or contethon oi faith was agreed upon, much
the {fam~ 1h that of the Independents in England, of O&ober 1658,
calicd * 't lic Savoy Confeflion of Faith;” but the name of Independent is
now «uite extin in the Britith Colonies; and the Independents flill
exifting in England now differ very little from the Prefbyterians there.

The general method of the New England Congregationalifts is as fol-
lows: When a gofpel minifter is wanted, the devout elderly men of the
precin¢t invite feveral preachers to officiate, who are called candidates.
Then the men who are church members or communicants, even the pooreft
upon the public charity, and negroes, vote for one of thefe candidates at
an appointed meeting, and by a majority give him a formal call. After-
ward there is a general meeting of the congregation-men, who pay
minifterial rates, and are qualified as town voters, to approve or difapprove
of the choice: if any difficulty happens, a council of delegates from the
neighbouring churches is called for advice only, not abfolute authority;
and this council, when they attend the ordination, are called “ The
Ordination Council.” Upon any occafional difference in a church, a like
council of advice is called, which iffues in a vote of the Church commu-
nicants, or general congregation, but it is not obligatory.

The Congregationalifts of Conne&icut are regulated by a platform or
confeflion of their own, prefented to the general aflembly by the minifters
and other delegates, on the gth of September 1707 ; in confequence of
which, it was ordained, that all churches conforming thereto, fhould be
deemed eftablithed by law. It {carcely differed from that of Maffachufets Bay
therefore liberty of confcience was allowed, Some Congregational churche;

. however
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however have varied in a few matters of no confequence; as Mr. Col-
man in 1699 *, and Mr. Cutler T in 1722.

4. Anabaptifts, a particular fort of devotees, firft appeared about the
time of the Reformation in Germany. Their great conftituent do&rine
was, an entire difallowing of Infant-baptifin ; and, in thebaptifm of adults,
they conftantly made ufe of dipping; from whence is the denomination
of Anabaptifts, as Baptifts by or with immerfion; but they call them-
felves fimply Baptifts. At firft they were moderate and orderly ; lLut they
foon ran into many wild and pernicious do&rines, fuch as maintaining
that Chrift was not the fon of Mary, ner the true God; that we are
righteous by our own merits and {ufferings ; that thereis no original fin;,
and that infants are not to be baptized: they likewiic rejeed ull commu-
nion with other churches, magiftracy, and oaths; maiitained 2 commu-
nity of goods, and poiygamy; that a man might divorce his wire ir of
another opinion; that the godly fhould enjoy a monzrchy here upon
earth; thut men have free will in fpiritual things; and that any man may
preach or adminifter the facraments. Some fcrupled the lawfulnefs of
paying tithes, and others obferved the Jewifh fabbath. Thele monftrous
opinions led them into mad prattices; but thofe who are now called Aua-
baptifts in England, differ from other Proteftants in little more than the
not baptizing children; as appears by a confeflion of faith, publithed by
the reprefentatives of above one hundred of their congregations, in 168q.

The Anabaptifts at their firft appearance in New England were enthu-
fiaflically troublefome, and chofc among themfelves the meaneft of the
people for their minifters. Their firft {eparation to form a peculiar church
was at Rehoboth 1n 1651 ; but they were much perfecuted all over New
England: however, from their church in Swanzey proceeded a church

in Bofton, in 1663, which to this day continues a very peaceable Chriftian
fociety.

As this was formerly a wild fe&ary, it run into many fubdivifions, and
at prefent there are many different forts of Anabaptifts in the Colonics,
particularly in Pennfylvania; the principal of which are as follow : 1. The
Englifh, who are a {ober and good people in genecral; and the Germans

* His feparation was only in trifles ; fuch as ufing the Lord’s Prayer, reading of leflons in

the Bible, the hatband and rofe of the Church of England clergy, with a freer admiffion to
the facraments.

+ He was prefident of Yale College in Conne&icut, and with fome of his former pupils,
made a feceflion from the Congregational mode. They went to'England, where they ob-
tained epifcopal ordination, and the benefit of miffionaries,

remarkably
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markably fo.—2. Firft- day Bapnﬁs, whofe weekly hohday 15 the Sun-
(ca as in u'e with all cther Chrifians. Seventh-day Baptifts, or Sab-
tharum who aitirmed, that the Jeyifh Sabbath was never abrogated
nor any Uy A nointed or iuftituicd, and confequen:ly that it ought to
Le as relictonily obfervad by the Chrittians as the ]ewg Thofe who fol-
lov Dodaiim ¢ blerve the feventh day, in commemoraticn of the creation,
a0 their reden nion trom the londage of the Egvptians; but the
(%z..u s cbferve the firlt day of lhe week In commemoration of the
rofnreetion of Chviil and the univerizl redemption of mankind. The
Izm <iay Papuile are tubdiviacd into tho‘c who ufc finging in their public
w o»{‘up, and thofe who reject 1t the latter alleging, that there muft be
hype crify in promifcucus ﬁnqur n pubhc worfhip, as it cannot be

imeyined that every one of the congregation is in the humour of finging
at the ume time.  There is a congregation of the Seventh-day Baptifts at
wrort and Wellerly in Rhode Hland colony, as alfo {everal congrega-

tions in Pennfy lvama of the fame kind.

¢. Quakers had their firft appearance in New England in 1654, and
they were {overcly perfecuted there; but as they are not under the con-
fincment of creeds and other religious reftritions, they cannot eafily break
into {vclary fubdivifions. They ule neither Baptifin nor the Lord’s Supper ;
they hold all fwearing and paying of tithes unlawiul; but they fubmit to
the various forms of civil government. All who have the gift of light
within them, men or women, are fufliciently ordained to preach the Gofpel,
without any commiflion from a church, or afliftance from human learning:
unmﬁly they are faid not to regard the Scriptures ; and their afirmation,