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CrRSOR\'" YIE"r, 

\.\ r. 

THE writer of thi~ small production 11:1'; bccll 
induced to publi-h it, concludillg". from the content" 
of the report of the Sclcd COllllllitll'c of the House 
of Commons, that ,"cr." little is known ahroad of the 
true state of this Colony. Indccd tlIi~ portion of 
His -:\Iajc,ty' dominions' j,. from \arioll~ ca\l,e~, it 

kind of political nondescript. and totall., uJllike any 
othcr portion of the globe. The oh.i,·rt of thl's!' few 
sheets is, therefore, to l':xpo~e to \ iew some of ih 
most remarkable features, in order to afford some 
light in the discussion to which its pr(,~l'nt political 
state, a~ brought before the Imperial Parliament. 
must of course gi\'e birth. 

But before enterjn~ upon hi, 'lIbject. it bclln\'I'~ 
him, perhaps, to e-tabli,1t hi .. claim to a certain 
degree of confidence. First of all, hi, 'I!!;I~, h;t\'jll~ 
reached his 75th year, precludes the idea of allY 
view of ambition; and is pr"'''Tllptivc of !lome 
experience in the world. And in fld he Ira, lived 
during a period, the most fruitful ill fI'lllarkablc 
events, all which he has witnc!l~cd and c1 mdy 
observed. Hi., education ha~ been sUl'h as to l'IIable 
him to observe them with SOIllC benefit, and the 
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course of his life has placed him in sitllations, the 
most favorable to make his observations, and to 
derive his information from his own view and expe· 
rienc~ Having resided in several countries, without 
becoming that neutral being called a Cosmopolite, 
he has shaken off the trammels of national pre­
judices, which so often distort objects and present 
them to the eyes of the mind under false shapes and 
colours, and by enlarging and extending the circle 
of his own opinions, has led him to allow the full 
liberty of opinion in others. It is thus prepared, 
that after having kept for many years a constant 
correspondence with his brother residing in Canada, 
the native country of both, he was at last enabled 
to gratify his own anxious wish and to accede to the 
frequent invitations of his brother, by going over 
to Quebec, where he arrived in his .1)8th year, in 
1812, just at the Illoment when the United States 
had declared war again~t Great Britain, and were 
preparing to invade the country. 

Too old to be useful in the field, considering the 
nature of the warfare, in a country so little settled 
as this, he was employed ill a civil capacity. and has 
since constl:lnt!y been in some public situation 
whereby he had the most favorable opportunities of 
studying the genius. manners, and feelings of the 
Canadians, as well of those of the country, distin­
guished by the name of 7wbitans, as of those residing 
in the towns, and of acquiring extensive local 
~nowledg~ .. He has besides, taken an active part 
In the pohtlcal controversies which were already in 
existence on his arrival in the country, have 
continued hitherto, and which have led" to the 
present crisis. He has deeply meditated on the 
causes of these misunderstandings.-There have been 
many to which he has successively attributed them, 
but further enquiries have made him reject them; 



and althou:!h be' mi~lll lIot haYI' as yrt di~r(1vrrcd 
them all. ht' i~ c.·oll,illl't·t! thlll if lIot the whlll(', III 
least mall.'" of those w!lich he is g'()III~ 10 l'\1'()'(~ to 
"iew, will be found to Ut' al\lol1~'sl tflt' 1110,1 lIIaC('rial 
ones, and thus the bllllllt" if lin.,: willnatllrllllJ IiI' at 
the door of hllll, or 'If thost', III whom the mischief 
bas origillated. 

It appears bO\VCH'r n('('",:\I'Y for fhe elucidation 
of the main suujt·c(. to prt'LlCC these rl'rna .. k~ by 
some reflectioll' 011 Colonies in g(,llcral ; and no one, 
unless he has rl'~iJt',16oll\e length of time in a Colony, 
can pretend to ba\'c an." proper idea of the Colonial 
social state. 

A ColollV'. a~ everyone knows, ill a distant and 
detached portion, a~d under the sway of a parent 
state. It is lI"lIall." founded uJ that parent, and 
then its population is composed ofinJividuals having 
the same language, rt;·ligion, laws, manners, and 
prejudices with those of its author. Colonies are then 
under the same g-cllnal s."~It'm of go\ernment as they 
were previous to their remoral, alld one would think 
that the social state of such colonies is, and ought 
to continue to u(', the same as that of the parent 
state. But nothing is farther from the truth than 
such an assumption. That social state undergoes 
a total change. Public spirit, howsoever little it 
existed at home, valli~lIes on a sudden, and is 
rrplaced by the mo-t complete egotism. Everyone 
thinks but of hilmelf, and seeb to take and to derive 
every advantage of lllat kind of level ism, which i~ 
the necessary and unavoidable cOII~rquence of a 
numerous emigration, for the purpose of fOllnding 
a distant colouy. At homi'; the fountain of favor is 
surrounded by walls within walls, tiHtt hides its view 
from the many. and allow a free access to it to a 
very few privileged favorites only. Abroad, that 
access is free and open to cvery one, and all are 
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impressed with the idea of having a~ .equ~l ris-ht to 
the enjoyment of, and to the.partlclpah?n In ~he 
general influence of the colomal sun, whICh beIng 
destitute of its fiercest rays, may be approachea 
without fears of blindness from its splendor. At 
home the authority of the Sovereign is primordial, 
and inherent in his high station; no one can bring 
him to account for his acts: abroad, the head of 
the administration is invested only with a delegated 
power; he is bound by the positive instructions of 
him whom he represents, and lies under a heavy 
responsibility for all his doings, and is exposed to 
personal attacks even for his private acts. At home, 
in every fortuitous occurrence that might disturb 
the regularity of the progress of government, the 
remedy is at hand, and being instantly applied, order 
is very soon restored: abroad, the necessary limits 
of a delegated power do not always permit that 
immediate application in unexpected and unforeseen 
cases, and the distance intervening between the chief 
and the delegated power, renders the correspondence 
SO slow, that the evil may have had time to spread 
far and wide before the directions and the means of 
an efficacious remedy can be administered' Govern­
ment send over to Boston, in New England, a cargo 
of tea; a handful of hot-headed republicans dare to 
throw it overboard; for want of a sufficient discre­
tionary power, and fearful of a serious responsibility, 
a messenger is dispatched for instructions, and for 
means of efficaciously putting them in execution, 
but before his return, rebellion has already extended 
its baneful influence, means of supportmg it have 
been organized, and thirteen Provinces are for ever 
levered from the Parent State. Far different at 
borne: . A misguided multitude, under religious 
~anabclsm, and led by a mad man, rise tumultuously 
In the metropolis of the empire to the number of 



lIcveral tem of thousands, c(lnlmit eHry (':\C('~~, and 
threaten not only the dc-trurtion of th~ cupilal, but 
al .. o the overthrow ofthl' \'err COllstitution. Terror 
palsies for a mOIllL'nt the authorities; but the ~Wlll6l' 
nf danger ~oon re .. torl'''; the necessary cllerg',Y; the 
power and the proper means are there, and their 
instant use qUf'lIs the tUlllult. 

A British colol1.'" ha.;, besides, a peculiarity arising 
out. of the constItution of the mother country.­
Other colonies, under the sway of absolu te So V IT('i'gIlS, 
must tamch submit to those who arc drputed to 
~overn the;11, and pa~~ive ohedience is their lot; 
they may ha\e colonial assemblies, but they are 
merely for show, and have neither the will nor the 
power to offer the least resistance to the dictates of 
the ruler set over them. Far different in the British, 
-these rulers are positively, and sometimes very 
powerfully checked in the e,"ercise of their delegated 
power, by co-ordinate authorities, without whose 
advice or com.ent the\' can do nothin!.!:. Their task 
is thereby renderrd Il~ore arduous and difficult, and 
it require;; "Oll1e skill to steer clear of the dangers of 
almost inevitable collision between such, too often 
incoherent and heterogeneous, branches of co-ordi­
nate power. Thu q a regular and efticient system of 
colonial government is as yet a desideratum in 
politics, even when the colony is the offspring of 
the parent state. 

But how much greater and more arduous those 
difficulties, when the colony is annexed to the main 
state by right of conquest, and not only has nothing 
in common with that main state which might facili­
tate its amalgamation with it, but on the contrary, 
carries within itself, on account of this very 
circumstance, a repulsive feeling proceeding from a 
wounded pride on the part of the conquered, and 
from a national prejudice on that of the conquerors. 
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Is it in the nature of things to suppose that the 
former could see themselves in a manner cut out, at 
least partially, of that whic~l they had . hithe~to 
considered as a portion of publIc property, In wInch 
they alone had a prospective share, namely the 
public situations, as well of honor, as of profit, and 
these become the portion of strangers, without some 
angry feelings? Indeed they received their rulers 
from Europe, but those rulers thus sent over to 
govern them, spoke the same language, were of the 
same religious worship, came from the land of their 
forefathers, and were their own countrymen; the 
laws) manners, and habits of the'le new-comers were 
the Same as theirs'; and finally, they knew that there 
could be no partiality injurio~s to their own interests, 
arising out of a natural feeling of preference in 
favor of those with whom we have been connected 
from our infancy,-a feeling which acquires a 
greater degree of strength from the circumstance of 
meeting together in a land of strangers. On another 
hand the conquerors, sensible of the cause of an 
antipathy that could not be concealed, are too proud 
to try to remove it by soothing advances, and thus 
both parties keep at a distance, without almost any 
prospect of ever being able to bring them too'ether. 

The obstacle to so desirable an end seems t~ have 
stil.l .more en creased by the indul.gence shown by the 
Bn~lsh Gove.rnment, tow~rds Its new~y acquir~? 
subJects.. ThIs assertIOn might, at first Sight, appear 
paradoxlc~l, but on deeper consideration, it will 
assume qUIte another character. Is it not evident that 
any th,ing which tends to ~ring back constantly early 
sensatlO~s, must necessaflly keep them alive. Now 
by leaVIng to the Canadians the full use of their 
language, of their laws, a~d their religion, do you 
nO.t ~o~stantly keep them in mind of their foreign 
onglO 10 regard to you? Does not that idea recall 
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perpetually to their thoughts. the dis~ra('e which 
has ddac.lled them from tlu'ir lllltuml parent to 
transfer them into an l'ntirel)',strangc fillllily? Look 
at our countr~' people, and sec how tl)(',v stick 
together, and" ith what steadiness th('~' avoid, and 
even resist any thing that might put them in contact 
with those whose manners. laws, language, and 
religion have nothing in common with their own. 
'fh~ir dissemination ~\'cr all the country serves still 
more to strengthen their close union among them­
selves, and their estrangement towards those whom 
they look upon as intruders and invaders of their 
soil, whilst there exists not a single motive for 
courting a nearer connexion with them. 

It is not so in the towns. The frequent oppor­
tunities there of meeti ng together, and the reci proci ty 
unceasingly recurring of mutual and necessary 
intercourse. not onl" invite, but even in a manner 
command a nearer cannexion between both families; 
and thus we see that in those towns, the causes of 
estrangement, as befvre mentioned, have lest both 
in nUl~ber and in efficiency. Most of the Canadians 
speak English, and a great many of the British are 
able to com'erse with them in French; they are thns 
better able to appreciate each other, and their 
progress towards one another is daily, visibly, and 
rapidly going on. But even admitting that neither 
the Englishman nor the Canadian who may happen 
to have to deal together, does understand the 
language o~ the other, a third one, be it a Canadian 
or an EnglIshman, who understands both languages. 
will be a link of connexion between them by acting 
as an interpreter, and thus, by his utility to both, 
will acquire a certain degree of interest in the mind 
of the one and of the other. 

These repelling and divergent causes, so inimical 
to a thorough adhesion of the social elements in this 
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Province, might have been counteracted and fina1Jr 
removed, if the British Government, at the mo­
ment of the conquest, instead of the grant of the 
most liberal boon with which it then favored the 
Canadians, had paved the way'to a future cohesion 
of those elements, by such measures as these:---' 
declaring that, as the Canadians were become 
members of the British empire, if they wished to 
become partakers of all the benefits of its cons~i ... 
tution, they ought to show themselves worthy of It, 
by the sacrifice of some of their former habits. The 
first requisite ought to have been the learning of the 
language of the country to which they were annexed; 
for the acquisition of which a certain period of time, 
for instance twenty years, would have been allowed, 
with the warning that at the expiration of this 
period, no Canadian would be admissible to any 
employment, situation, or office of a public nature, 
either of profit or honorary, unless he were suffi­
ciently veued in the English language to transact in 
it the busiuess of his office, without the use of an 
interpreter. Such condition extending itself even to 
the militia officers, would have compelled, even the 
country people, to attend English schools, which 
would naturally imply at least the learning of 
reading. At that epoch there would not have been 
more difficulty in the introduction in this country 
of the English civil laws, than has been met with in 
regard to the criminal ones. No French lawyers 
remained to administer justice according to the 
French code, and the ~enches were filled by judges 
who never had made It the object of their studies; 
so that no interested opposition from a French bar 
was then to be feared, and the system of the feudal 
tenure of landed property might have been modified 
and adapted to the new laws. There would have 
been no necessity for making any alteration either 
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in the religious worship or 111 the situatioll of the 
ministers of their religion. It would have been, 
perhaps, good polic.v to keep up that kind of 
jealous.y that existed between the seigniors and the 
parochial clergy, by maintaining the former in a 
certain portion of their former rights over their 
tenants, in order to counterbalance, in case of 
necessity, the natural, and almost inevitable influ­
ence ofthe latter over their parishioners. In a word, 
it would have certainly been advantageous rather to 
support, and even to create, a kind of hierarchical 
scale, than at once levelling a yet feeble and unsteady 
social state, and leaving an ignorant population, as 
it were, without any guides to direct its yet tottering 
steps. Besides its infancy and ignorance, the nature 
of the elements of that population seems to have 
required more particularly such a social organiza­
tion. It wa" then rnmpo"ed of a number of sma}), 
it is true, but isolated independent proprietors of 
land, spread over a vast tract of country. There 
was not between them that tie, created by vicinity 
or neighbourhood, nor any, even accidental, points 
of reunion or concentration in a space of more than 
three or four hundred miles, saving Quebec and 
Montreal, distant from one another one hundred 
and eighty miles. A population of this nature is 
the most susceptible of a tendency to a system of 
level ism and republicanism from which their igno­
rance alone has hitherto preserved them. 

We have been thus led to the topics ofthe location 
and ignorance of the Canadians, and the latter is 
the almost inevitable consequence of the former.­
This location suited the views of the original settlers 
of this country. They undertook its settlement 
upon mere speculation, and therefore they were 
anxious for a quick and profitable return. It was 
110t from the produce of the soil, but from that of 
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the waters and of the woods and forests that they 
expected s~ch a ret~rn. It was not therefore their 
interest to turn the mdustry of the settlers towards 
any agricultural pursuits, but on. the contrary, .to 
compel them, in a manner, to stIck to the fishenes 
and the chase, both more congenial to the minds 
of those adventurers who followed them, and more 
advantageous, because less tr~)U~lesome, an.d presen~ .. 
ino- the prospect of sooner enJoymg the frUIts oftheu 
ift~peftaRee atta.ched ta the ~aSSgSSi9R 9£ .ridu~ss) ~Ad 
tBis had alreacly takeR tee deep a feet 1ft the HURd 
toils and labours. Neither did the intention of peo­
pling the country and founding towns enter into the 
heads of the original settlers; they therefore adopt­
ed the most anti-social system of location, yet 
subsisting, and what is most extraordinary, it hasstill 
been persisted in since the conquest, in the location 
of the settlers on the crown lands in the interior of­
the country, called townships. 

This system consists in slicing, if the expression be 
allowed, the country in little elongated parallelo­
grams, iu which there is no proportion between the 
short and long sides. The following are the almost 
universal dimensions in the seigniorial settlements or 
concessions, namely, a breadth, usually called the 
front, of three arpens, by a depth of thirty arpens; 
the arpent not being in this sense taken as a superficy 
but as a measure of length containing one hundred 
and eighty feet, French measure; each of these 
shreds of land being tbus parallelograms, with a 
breadth of five hundred and forty feet distance from 
house to house, by a depth ten times longer, namely 
five thousand four hundred feet, that is to say, more 
than ope mile, or the third part of a league, 
re~ko.lllng. three miles to one league. Now a 
selgmory IS seldom less than two league51 in depth, 
and the parishes are generally two or two and a 
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half leagues in breadth, by nrious depths, but on 
an average they rna)" be computed at about three 
leagues. By the word /(l1ul, is generally understood 
one of those parallclogramic shreds, which, in the 
Canadian language are called tOTes, and the above 
are the usual and almost universal shape and dimen­
sions under which they are usually and originally 
conceded by the seigniors. 

Now the ~eignioril'5 and parishes are again divided 
in their depths into ranges, dcnominated concessions, 
generall.v designated by the cardinal numbers, first, 
second, &c. although sometimes names are appro­
priated to them. 'Ve find again the universal 
parallelogramic shape in those concessions, whose 
longer side is the breadth of the parish or seigniory, 
and are thus composed of the sum of all the Con­
tiguous lands comprehended between two parallel 
Jines, thirty arpens distant from one another, so that 
there are about five of these ranges or concessions 
in each seigniory or parish, of two leagues and a 
half in depth. 

Some of the inconveniences of such a location 
have already been pointed out, let us see what an 
effect it must have on the habitans (such is the name 
under which the country people are designated) in 
regard to education. Let us take a parish of two 
Jeagues in breadth, and two Jeagues and a half in 
depth; which may be considered as one of the 
smallest in regard of depth. Now the parishes aJong 
the river St. Lawrence are in general the most 
ancient in regard to Settlement, the best settled and 
the richest of all. In these parishes the churches 
are generally situated in the middle or thereabout, 
of the first concession, and the nearest possible to the 
grand river, that is to say, at about one league from 
the last lands on both sides; so that the owners of 
those extreme lands have a journey of one league to 
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go to church and one league to return to their 
homes. Admitting the existence of-a road descending 
from the most distant concession in depth, namely 
from the fifth directly leading to the church and 
crossed bv the front roads necessary to each of the 
concessio~ns, and required by law, it will be ~een 
that the nearest habitant of the second conceSSIOn, 
namely those two whose lands are contiguous to 
that depth road, called the route, must be at a distance 
from the church by the whole depth of the first 
concession, namely thirty arpens or one mile, or 
one third of a league, and that to that distance must 
be added the half of the breath of the Parish, name­
ly one league distance of the two extreme lands of 
the said concession, so that the Owner thereof must 
travel one league and one third, or four miles to 
reach the church, and as much to go home again, 
in all two leagues and two thirds, or eight miles. 
By a similar calculation it will be found that the 
nearest habitans to the route in the third concession 
will have four miles, and the two extreme one right 
and left of the same concession two leagues more, or 
ten miles or three leagues and one third ofa league: 
under similar circumstances, the nearest habitant of 
the fourth and fifth concessions would have to per­
form respectively a journey of six and eight miles to 
the church and back, and the farthest extremes in 
the same concessions a journey of twelve and four­
teen miles, or four leagues, and four leagues and two 
thirds ofa league to reach the church and back 
home. Schools in those country parishes must of 
course be as near the churches as possible, and so 
they are generally wherever there are any : Now is 
it to be believed that parents would consent to send 
their children to such a distance, to expose them to 
the fatigue and dangers of such journeys, to the ex­
treme inclemency of onr winters, or to the extreme 



beat of our summers, disregarding those falls of 
snow in the former, and those "i~lent and sudden 
showers of rain in the latter, and that to attain what? 
that of which they feel neither the want in them­
sel\'C~. nor the absolute necessity in others. Such 
establishments might therefore prove useful only to 
the few habitans the nearest to the ehurch, and of 
course the small number of children that could at­
tend them, would hardlv be sufficient to maintain 
decently the respectable individual who performs the 
duty of in"tructor, and his family. Now is it just, 
is itin equity under these circumstances to upbraid 
and reproach the Canadians with their ignorance? 
Is it not the almost necessary consequence of such a 
system of location? It is therefore useless to look 
for any other cau~e thaD this one; and to lay the 
blame either on the Government or on the Legis­
lature, or on the Priests is the summit of injustice; 
and unfortunately the difficulty of removing it ap­
pears to be insurmontable. It involves in its bane­
ful effects every attempt at improvement,either men­
tal or physical. and thus the avaricious policy of the 
original founders of this part of the world has doom­
ed its inhabitants to eternal ignorance and compara­
tive poverty, and to a perpetual kind of imperfect 
civilisation. It is so much the more to be deplored 
as our country people are amply endowed by na­
ture with intellectual faculties, which would raise 
them to the level of any other population on earth, 
had they the means of cultivation; but in their pre­
sent physical state, as it has already been said, they 
have no motive that can spur them to action nor 
means to assist them in their exertions, and they re­
main quietly at the point at which they found the 
world on their coming in to it, and intend to leave it 
to those who are to come after them. In general the 
Canadian is shrewd, sagacious, industrious and hard 
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working; attached to his religion by t~e ~troDge8t 
tye that can bind ignorance, namely, prejudIce root­
ed in the youthful mind. He is natyrally ~rave and 
faithful, polite and respectful to hIs superIOrs ; ~ut 
his independance renders him proud ;. he ~eels hI?l­
self likewise entitled to some respect; If paId to hIm 
he will show his gratitude by his ready r~turn .of 
kindness and good offices; but beware oftreatwg hIm 
harshly, for then you will find him stubborn and 
equally ready to shew his resentment by any means 
in his power. He is not however prone to revenge, 
and may be easilv reconciled bya kind and civil usage. 

There are other obstructions to the physical im­
provements ofthe country, which it may be proper 
to expose in this place. In every other country be .. 
sides towns and villages scattered over it, we find a 
numerous gentry residing on their own estates, who, 
by their education, riches, example and influence, 
stimulate and encourage industry, the source of every 
improvement. Not so in this colony . We find in 
the parishes seldom any other person of that descrip­
tion,saving the clergyman, denominated the cure, one 
or two shop-keepers or retailing tradesmen, and in 
some of them the Seigniors themselves. As to the 
first, it is but just to say that the zeal with which 
they perform their pastoral duties, which is beyond 
adequate praise, excludes almost the possibility of 
dedicating a sufficient portion of their time to the 
study or to the practice of agricultural improve­
ments. They are however men, and were it even in 
order to obtain the means of exercising their charity 
~nd benevolence towards their poor parishioners, it 
IS not to be expected that they are disinterested to 
the degreee of encouraging improvements tending 
to the diminution of their lawful income. Now that 
income proceeds mainly from tythes, and the tytbes 
are Dot taken here as in England, on every produc. 
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tion ofa farm, but merely on corn, namel)" wheat, 
rJe,barlc~' and oats,amongst which the most profitable 
by tar is w heat. It is thacfore in the cu Iti vat ion of 
the bread corn that the CIII"l;S are the most interest­
ed, and of course that which they are naturally in­
clined to encourage. Again the most lucr~tive 
branch of the scigoiorial revenues is that of the Ban­
nai Mills, whereto all the wheat grown on the seig­
niorv is obli~ed to be carried to be manufactured 
into' flour. The Sej~niors, to whom these mills be­
long, are therefore i'nterested in the cultivation of 
wheat in preference, and, if they can, to the exclusion 
of any other. Behold then the two head men of every 
parish having a common interest in, and of course 
uniting their influence in favor of, that branch of 
ag-ricultural industn-. It is for this reason that the 
rank and degree or" respectability of an habitant in 
his parish is settled b.v the relative quantity of wheat 
which he sows. The same scale of re,pect paid in 
the world to the ascending gradation of pounds, 
shillings and pence, serves to fix by the number of 
bushels of wheat put into the ground, the standard 
of respect due to every individua.l in the country 
parishes; and this relative hommage is specially paid 
by those who derive the most benefit from it. Ex­
perience however shows, let it be from the inclemen­
cv of the climate, the agricultural ignorance of our 
country people, their want of industry or any other 
cause, and perhaps and the most probable, from the 
union of all those causes, experience shows and 
prove~ that the cultivation of bread ~orn, is incon­
testably the most precarious and the least produc­
ti,'e of all. It is a fact, and a most remarkable one, 
that, whilst in England, a farm of sixty acres, at a 
rent of thirty shillings per acre, besides the tithes in 
full 00 every kind of production, and other direct or 
indirect taxes affords to the farmer, not only ample 
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necessaries of life, but even some of its most essential 
comforts, the absolute property of an estate of ninety 
acres, for which a trifling annual rent of, from five 
to thirty shillings is paid to the Seignior, and mode­
rate and partial tithes are due to the rector, not sub­
ject to any kind of direct taxes whatev:er, can bare­
ly maintain its owner, altho' most of his own wants 
are either the produce of his land or manufactured 
bv himself. This last circumstance however, being 
a~ additional efficient cause of the independent spi­
rit of the habitans Canadiens, and of their indif­
ference for improvements of which they feel no ne­
cessity, is at the same time the foundation and the 
strong bases of that degree of happiness known in no 
other country in the world, which they enjoy. They 
are perfectly sensible of this, and if so, is it to be 
presumed that they would wantonly expose them­
selves to impair that happy state, and to change it 
for a pretended better one, of which they have 
not the smallest idea. No, no ! the Canadian coun­
tryman is not such a fool ; and though people, by 
treacherously abusing his credulous ignorance, may 
induce him apparently to sanction falsehood byaf. 
fixing his cross or his name to papers, the contents 
of which are artfully disguised to him, no one will 
have an influence over him to that degree as to lead 
him to acts that might disturb that peaceableness 
which he enjoys so delightfully. Eighty seven thou­
sand crosses might appear formidable on paper, but 
there is no fear lest anyone of these crosses be me­
tamorphosed into bayonets, no ! not even into spears 
or pitchforks, in the hands of these knights of the 
cross, so long as they are not dragged by main force 
?ut of their inheritance, or their religious worship 
IS not at stake. Upon the whole, the Canadian 
country people are in general religiously inclined, 
peaceable, saving when their rights of property are 
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in danger, well disposed, hospita.ble, civil. sagacious 
and not at all susceptible of those enthusiastic CIlIO­

tions. which too often lead the multitude astray 
when artfully excited. Nothing therefore is to be 
dreaded from their dcyiation from the path of loy­
alt\'. 

After having thus cursorlv sketched the physical 
moral and local <!)rial ~fate of the ('ollntl'\' habitan, 
or Lowl'r-Callad,t, it I' III'I""~;I\'I to ,a\ a're" \I ord~ 
ou jhe "I(:ial -t,II" Ill' tllt'I",,' cili,''; III' ill(' Pro\ Inl'(' 

namely, Quchu ;tnt! -'T.'ltfrl'al. 
.\ pn-iliH'aud,I,lin' 1-111l1 ol'rivaln,'\1,(- and ha­

tlIlIIC 'II hetll C,'II tllt'llI ror thr-e IIH~II,\ \ car- pa.,I, 
-'Iontreal ha- been the -cat ot' a cOlllmercial compan,)' 
enjo.\'ing until lately, on account of its richess, real 
or su pposed,a poweri'u I influr.Dce not only wi thin that 
citv, but also over the greatest part of the Provnce. 
It ,vas chiefly composed of British born subjects but 
afforded employment to a great number of Canadians 
who found abundant means of subsistance in the 
service of that company, well known under the name 
of the north west company. Most of its principal 
members and head agents were scots, and it appears 
that the national pride and steady and active in­
dustry of these, had greatly influenced the general 
popUlation of Montreal. The natural consequences 
resulting of this, so to say, impregnation of moral 
feelings, were two fold; the first, an encrease of 
wealth, arisin!?; from industry; and the second, a 
spirit of pride, too commonly an attendant on 
wealth, which hardly admits equality, and still less 
superiority. Such however was the case, and weal-
1hy Montreal could not bear the idea of being sub­
ordinate in point of provincial rank to Quebec, to 
"hich its locality had assigned the first: hence that 
rivalry before mentioned, and those exertions on the 
part of the Montrealists to maintain at least the 

D 
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show of that superiority, in point of wealth, which 
their city had in reality over Quebec. They uphe.ld 
it so long as the company was prosperons, but at Its 
dissolution, the means failed; the north west nabobs 
disappeared from the stage, but not so with the am­
bition of those citizens of Montreal, who, by that 
disappearance, found themselves mounted on the first 
rank: but how to keep up an equality founded up­
on wealth without its powerful means? These new 
comers, in general men of talents and possessing com­
parative independance in point offortune, had long 
repined at the idea of their kind of nullity in the 
scale of influence to which they had so long been 
reduced by those proud merchants, and seeing that it 
was the result, not only from an inferiority of 
wealth, but also, and in a great measure from the 
compact union of the members of that company, 
they formed among them an association in the view 
of reconquering some portion of that consequence 
to which they were intitled by their birth, their ta­
lents and their fortune, and of which they saw them­
selves unjustly dispossesed by individuals whom they 
considered as mere lucky adventurers, strangers to 
their own native soil. Intrenched behind their 
packs of furs, and shielded by their heaps of gold 
and silver, the popularity of those adventurers was 
not assailable that way. Too proud however to 
owe, and to seek to prop that popularity upon the 
go~d will of the peGple, they depended solely upon 
theIr means of purchasing it, and that pride was their 
most vulnerable side. As they sided naturally in re­
gar?to politicks with this Government, the league 
agaInst them adopted the adverse party, certainly 
not for want .of loyalty, but in order, at least, to se­
cure to theIr countrymen and to themselves their 
sha~e in the politica.I rights of British subjects, of 
wInch they ran the fIsk of being entirely dispossess-
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ed, if they sufiered these strangers to have the exclu. 
sive monopoly l,fscllding Representatives to the Pro­
vincial Legislature. In order to prevent that real 
misfortune, the new association assumed It political 
turn, took for its themes those powerful topics, 
rights, liberty, &c. and that not ullsuccessfully: 
and thus Montreal acquired a political ascendance 
over Canada, which it has hitherto maintained. The 
means of that success could not fail of gaining 
ground in the Province, and were generally adopted, 
and especially in Quebec, notwithstanding its being 
the seat of Government ami the fountain of Colonial 
favors, which unluckily is not sufficiently plentiful 
to allay the thirst of the Ill.lmber daily applying for 
a drink out of it. But however, Montreal is in fact 
the political leader of the whole Province, and like­
ly to continue so. 

Twenty ~'ears ago the population of each of the 
two cities of Quebec and Montreal did not amount 
to more than eight or ten thousand souls, amongst 
which hardly two or three hundred were not of Ca­
nadian origin, not including however the military 
establishments. The french revolutionary war which 
then raged. had given a sudden impulse to the trade 
of the country concentrated in those two cities, and 
of course an instantaneous increase of riches for 
which the Canadians were very little prepared. The 
scarcity of hands raised the price of labour to an 
excessi ve height; the people of the country allured 
by the golden bait, flocked into the cities, and their 
population rapidly encreased: the news of the rich 
harvest so suddenly sprung up, soon reached abroad, 
and a croud of needy adventurers from Great Bri­
tain came in haste to have a share in the booty, and 
so the market of hands was soon overstocked, and 
unfortunately the return of the peace put a stop to 
the unnatunil exhuberance of that ephemeral pros. 
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perity.! and restored ~he ov~rflowing of ~usiness to 
its proper level. ThIs fallmg off of affairs was no 
less unexpected than its sudden ~ise; those so cheaply 
acquired fortunes equally vamshed; but they had 
been tasted and relished, and had given birth to new 
ideas, among which was that of a .certain .degree of 
importance attached to the possessmg of. nches, ~nd 
this had already taken too deep a root In the mllld 
of those temporary favourites of the goddess fortune 
to be as easily eradicated. During the enjoying of 
her gifts, they had by the magic virtue of those 
gifts found the means of associating with the great 
and mighty, but, as is said before, they were taken 
unprepared by a relative education, and their enjoy~ 
ment was of too short a duration to allow them the 
proper time to rub off the rust of their social habits 
and give to their manners that polish which can 
only be acquired by early association with the upper 
classes of civilized society. In fact they had, 
besides wealth, none of those qualifications which, 
in want of material ones, are essentially necessary to 
a welcome admission in the higher polished circles. 
The consequence was that being no longer supported 
by golden stilts, they fell back on the ground; and 
thus reduced to the former standard of their natural 
qualifications, they found themselves again treated 
by their betters with that indifference to which they 
had been in old time quite insensible, as being then 
a natural consequence of their birth, education, 
and worldly circumstances, but which they now 
considered as an undeserved contempt and an un­
merited insult. Hence a vindictive spirit, so much 
the fiercest for originating in an offended pride, was 
kindled and fanned against their betters. But who 
were these betters ?-Unluckily the members of the 
Administration and those connected with it. Now 
the greatest part of these members of the Adminis-



tration were British, or of British 0\'10'111 and the t- , 

offended were bred. and. born Canadians; this 
national circumstance could but add fuel to natural 
jealousy, arising out of that ditl'erence or native 
soil as already IIIcntioned, and g·iving a. fresh impulse 
to that ,.indictive spirit, prepare the minds of that 
class of otl'ended citizens to join heart and hand in 
any hostile measure in opposition to these oflending 
members oftheadministratitlll, and by a natural con­
sequence to the administration itself. Altho' these 
Canadians had not had time during their short lived 
prosperit,\" to polish their manners, they had enjoyed 
it long cnough to acquire an ascendance over their 
less fortunate country men, and to establish their 
claim to a higher rank among them, and thus they 
formed a middle class which has succcssively cncreas­
ed by the consequent admission of their own chil­
dren, whom they hayc fitted for it by dint of an 
cducation of which theJ felt the want in themseh·cs : 
So that that class is become numerous, consisting' of 
respectable tradesmen, lawyers, notaries and their 
nearest relatives, and is possessed of a powerful in­
fluence upon the lower classes of their citizens: No 
wonder therefore if they are always supported by 
these classes when any among them come in compe­
tition with a member of, or an individual anyways 
connected with Government. That opposition is 
now become systematic, and it is almost impossible 
to find out the means of dissolving it. Their influ­
ence, however, is not confined within the walls of 
their cities. It reaches the coulltry parishes by 
means of the clergy who belong entirely to that 
class, and have received their education in the semi­
naries among them; of the petty tradesmen and 
shop-keepers who deal with them;* and of their 
numerous relatives scattered all over the country. 
This circumstance accounts for the eighty.sevclI 
-. ~('e note n, at the cnd. 
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thousands signatures 01' crosses of the petition of 
grievances, but does not invalidate the above assertion 
that the country people, without personal provoca­
tion, will never actively enter into any overt oppo­
sition to Government, altho' tbey might be led to 
sign any paper presented to them, or to vote in favor 
of any person pointed out to them by the influen­
cing party. As to the Seigniors, their influence is 
null, unless they range themsel yes under the banners 
of the mighty leaders, and then even that portion 
which they enjoy is very limited indeed, one of the 
first steps ofthe antibritish association having been 
to im pose so far on the credulous ignorance of their 
country men, by telling them 1hat the Seigniors in 
general sided with the anti-canadian party and be­
trayed their interests. 

Since the word party has here been made use of, 
it becomes necessary tojustify its propriety. At an 
early period after the conquest, the first provincial 
newspaper made its appearance in Quebec. It was 
conducted upon liberal principles, and its contents 
were both in french and english. Being the only 
one in existence, it became natura1Jy the medium 
of correspondence between the authorities, and the 
public, and its utility was soon established upon dai­
]y experience. It does not a ppear that the editor had 
any intention to interfere in the then state of pro vi cia 1 
politicks or policy, or to influence public or private 
opinions; and things went on thus smoothly and 
prosperously, until the explosion uf that tremendolls 
and awful volcano. the. french revolution, offspring 
o.f the succ~ssful rebelhon of the. neighbouring Bri­
tish ColoOles. The hatred which the Canadians 
bore towards th~s~ nei~hbours, against whom they 
most chearfully JOIned In war, and the almost insu­
perable bar to any communication between the for­
mer and the Americans, namely, the difference of 



language and religion, prc\'Clltl'lll1t that epoch thc 
introduction of thost' prilll'ipics inimical to the sys­
tem of Government to which they the Canadians, 
werc attached from habit, prilll'ipics and prejndices, 
the Monarchical, and tlwir tlllshal,eable loyalty to 
their new Sovcreig'lI displayed itself in tlie field 
against his rebellious subjects. How far that dis­
play of IO.mlt.'· was acknowledgcd or rewarded ap­
pears on no record, sa\'inga few halfpays on the old 
footing, now no more in existence, death having 
removed that encumbrancc on the Imperial Treasu­
ry. Historical truth how('vcr requires to mention 
that such sli!!"ht of real and faithful services was, as 
it oug-ht to haYe been keenlr (('It by those who had 
so steadily adhered to their Jet new allegiancc, and 
resisted a temptation that would have afforded them 
a most favorable opportunity of returning to those 
former habits and connexions, whose ideas could not 
as yet have been eradicated from their minds: the 
least that can be said of this is that it laid them open 
to the baneful consequence of the french revolu­
tion. 

That too memorahle event arose in the same 
country which the Canadians no longer than twenty 
five years ago acknowledged as their own; it was 
even the nati ve soil of man J of them; they had there 
yet many acquaintances and near relatives; some of 
them were then in France among their fricnds for 
pleasure or business, and a few were even in the 
french army. There existed Jet a great many links 
of natural and even of friendly connexion and of 
national intercourse. So circumstanced and thlls 
prepared, was it possible to obviate the consequen­
ces of certain, may be dormant, but ccrtainly not 
yet extinct, sympathetic sensations: and in fact 
they appeared to have been powerfully excited, and 
not only they mentally assisted the insurgent french 
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with their wishes, for want of more efficient means, 
but also greedily swallowed the bane.ful. poison of 
their politicial principles. These prm.cIples were 
too specious, too seducing, too flatterIng and too 
specially calculated to act powerfully on young an.d 
ardent minds to miss their effect upon the then rI­

sing Canadian generation, and 500n the « right of 
men" « the sovcreignty of the people," " the sacred 
duty of insnrrection," « civil equality" were .the 
topics on which their thoughts and tllp-Ir rethoncal 
powers ,,,ere at full play: but the whole would. have 
most probably evaporated in mere sllloke,had It not 
been for a boon we'll meant, but granted by the 
Government ofthe Mot her Countrv under the most 
untoward circumstances. . 

The rise and progress of a spirit of contention 
between the old and new population of this colony, 
and the mediate cause of opposition on the part of 
the former against Government have been before 
related, but the pa-rties have been left in battle ar­
ray in presence of each other, without having posi­
tively come to any overt act of hostile aggression, 
saving words of mouth. 

The ultramarine population notwithstanding the 
accession to its party of the loyalists lately arrived 
from the revolted British Colonie!!, found itself yet 
too feeble numerically to contend openly with, in 
that respect, so superior a one as the Canadiau. 
They thought therefore more prudeut in order to 
secure the victory on their side, to call such thing 
as cunning to their assistance. They were conscious 
of their advantages on the score of their knowledge 
of the ways of the world, and of the duplomacy of 
party policy, over an adversary utterly a stranger to 
the one and the other. The Canadians were then 
a str~jg~t forward kind of people, not suspecting 
deceit In others because there was none in them-
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!!e\ves. They were therefore open to any snare 
that could be laid ttl entrap them, and so it was prac~ 
tised. Some of the principal among tbem weft' ea­
sily permaded to sign 1\ prtition to the Briti,h Par­
liament to obtain a Pro\'incial Lrgislature similar 
to that of the mother cOllntr.y, and their prayer Was 
granted by the act or the 31 ~t of the late Ring. But, 
what i~ oftrn the case, the intended deceiver found 
himself deceiHd in the result of his scheme. 

The expectation of the planners thereof was that, 
on account of the superiority of their influence, of 
their wealth and of their abilities. they would suc­
ceed in introducing thcllIselves in the popular branch 
of the Provincial Legislature in sufficient number 
to obtain a powerful ascendancy over the Canadian 
members, and depended on the composition of the 
Legislative and Executive Councils, which natu­
rally consisting principally in individuals of the 
same extraction as their own, would side with them, 
and thus altogether govern the whole country in 
tbeir own way. This artful scheme indeed suc­
ceeded tolerably well at the first onset, but the Ca­
nadians more and more enlightened in the ways and 
politicks of the world by reading the french revolu­
tionary accounts, were not slow to perceive the 
advantages gained over tbeir former ignorance by 
tbeir antagonists, and resolved to dispossess these 
from that vantage ground so artfully seized by them. 
Had the Canadians cautiously and consistenly pro­
ceeded, tbey might have succeeded without any 
violent struggle; but carried away by the keen 
sense of wrongs, real or imaginary, they neglected 
to follow the dictates of prudence, and were very 
near becoming the victims of their unguarded irri­
tability and of their own inconsistency. 

A second Newspaper had made its appearance at 
about that period; it was entirely English, being 
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edited l,y 21. classically educated, learned and shrewd 
gentleman, lately landed from England, who ~a­
turally thought that his interest in harmony with 
his national feelings, directe~ his siding with his o~vn 
country people. He soon dlsr.overed th.e we~k sIde 
of the opposite party, and in concert with hIS own, 
he seemed to take hold of every favorable opp~rtu­
nity of playing on the feelings of the CanadIans, 
and by thus exciting their angry passions, to l~ad 
them to some objectionable acts of rashness, of which 
their opponents might avail themselves to repre­
sent them as illaffected subjects. Unluckily the Ca­
nadians too easily took the bait. A few among them 
associated together to repell those incessant attacks, 
in a periodical sheet in french, which they called, 
the Canadien, whose object was, according to its 
Editors,to vindicate their countrymen from the false 
imputations of disloyalty laid to their charge by 
what they called the anti.Canadian party. So far 
nothing was amiss, and had they confined themselves 
to the ~efutation of these charges, and directed their 
batteries against that party only, no one would have 
found fault with them, and the Government neither 
would nor could have interfered with any colou'r 
of justice. But instead of remaining within those 
rational bounds, they began a most violent attack on 
two Canadians because, forsooth, they opposed in the 
Hou~e of Assembly, as in duty bound holding 
pubhc offices under his Majesty's Government, 
such measures which they conscientiously thought 
were inimical to the principles of the British con­
stitu~ion, and because they could not help disap­
provIng the political opinions and principles mani­
fested and promulgated both in the House of As­
sembly and thro' their weekly paper the Canadien. 
Indeed it ~as astonishing to see the degree of bold­
ness to which these principles and opinions were 



(·<\lI'lec.1. One ((luIJ allllfl..;t ha\t~ f,lIlt'ied that they 
were emitted h~' umi the production of sOllie 1~llIi~q'­
ries of the Jacobin Cluus of Pari~. The Proyillcial 
GIH'Cl'IIllll'lIt, at the hcad of which Sir James Crai.~· 
then was, set'nll'd 1I0t at tirst to take allv (lotice of 
\\ hat wa§ looked upon as a mere confli~t of an~'I'y 
words bet wecn tile Canadialls and the anti-Cana­
dians, but when the fOl'l1Ier ul'~'an to turn their arlils 
agaill5t theil' own cOllntrYmen, situated as these 
,~ere, a.nd their antagonj~js perceived tile "iolcllce 
of the allimosil~' displa.\'ed agaill,t them, they did 
110t fail to a\ail themselves of this circumstance to 
awake the ~lIspiciolJS ofGovernlllellt, and to g·ivc it 
to understand that the disatrection of the Can'aJiull; 
did not bear only on their fellow !Klbjects the 13riti:,h 
pOJlulation iudi\idually, and tbat their angry feel­
ings towards tbem were not alone the offspring 
of national jealousy and of personal pretelld­
cd wrongs, but f,bat tbt'.v proceeded from their 
aversion to the Briti~h Govefllment itself. That 
the Canadians, not daring to attack Govern­
ment directl.v, tried every thing in their power to 
wei:lken its force and its efficiency by exposillg' its 
servallts and supporters to public contempt; and as 
a proof of such insinuations, they rested upon the 
opprobrious treatnH'llt experienced by two wurthy 
countrymen of their own, merely lJecause they were 
in the employ of Government. Sir Jallles Craig 
then found himself ill a manller compelled to iuter­
fere, and did it, ill fact, ill an efficieJlt mallll('r oy 
imprisoning the Editors of the Canadien and their 
abettors, and seizing and locking up their Press. 
But his health did nol allow him to sec the conclu­
sion of hi'S memorable act of authority, having heen 
obliged to leave the country to go ove! to Ellb'­
land, where he died soon after. 
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Thus it was left to his successor Sir George 
Prevost to bring that matter to a conclusion, which 
from some adventitious circumstances took a very 
different turn from the expectation of the schemers 
of the application for a Provincial Constitution, and 
of the devices adopted to obtain a supremacy of 
power and influence by its means. 

Sir George assumed the reins of the Government 
under the most unpromising circumstances; for, be­
sides the distracted state in which he found the coun­
try, the Province was menaced with an invasion from 
its powerful neighbours the U. S. who chose that 
moment to declare war against England, destitute 
of every means to repel it.-No money in the mili­
tary chest ;-no stores at hand ;-a weak regular 
armed foree ;-and an immense extent of frontier 
to guard and protect. He could not look on the 
British population for assistance, and was of course 
compelled to throw himself into the arms of the 
Canadians. But there was a preliminary step ne­
cessary to the success of his appeal; it was the un­
cloing of all that which had been done by his pre­
decessor; and in consequence not only the prison 
doors were unlocked, but favors heaped on the suf­
ferers and their partisans, to the great mortification 
of the other party. The consequence of this expi­
atory measure was the opening of the well provided 
Provincial Chest, and the creation of a paper mo­
n~y issued on the credit of the Province, whereby 
SIr G. Prevost was enabled to provide for his mili­
tary operations. As it does not enter into the plan 
of this work to follow this General as well as his 
t?CC~SSO~s in the historica.l part of their Administra­
SlOn It wIll be left to others, and it will be, for the 
mQment, observed as, slightly, before-mention­
ed, by this unexpected and accidental turn of 
affairR, the snares in which the Canadians were to be 
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entrapped, turned a~'aill~t tile cOlltn\"l'!"S anti ~("h('­
mers, by securing from this mOIllt'llt to the populul' 
branch of the Pro"incial Legislatllrl' all aSl"l'ndall('Y 
which it has pcrtinaciollsJ~ IIJl1Intllilll'd sInce all(l 
which it still possessl's. Th'e Rw;~ian Empire would 
most probably IH'ver have risen to its present prepon· 
derance in Europe, had it not been for till' unjust 
wars waged against the Barbarilln Peter of Russia. 
by the mad Charles of Sweden. 

The granting to this country, and especially at 
the epoch at which it was done, a popular Consti· 
tution, most forcibl." evinces on the part ofjthe gran· 
ters the most complete ignorance of its moral, local, 
political and social state. ~othing can justify them 
but the gross imposition practised upon that igno. 
ranee b.y the contri\'er~ of the plan. 'Vhat? To 
intrust Legislative powers to a population so little 
prepared to make a proper use of them? And under 
what circumstances? At a time when the most un­
governable passions had been roused to activity; 
when the most baneful and most antisocial doctrines 
were the universal order of the day; when war was 
loudly proclaimed against all regular Governments, 
and monarchy specially under the ban of proscrip­
tion and the ties between the Governors and the 
governed were rent asunder; at an epoch when the 
dagger of the assas~in was every where uplifted 
against those who had the misfortune to be born to 
sway the sceptre over nations; when in a word 
anarch v and confusion threatened to overwhelm the 
whole world; thrones and altars were overturned 
and impudently trampled upon, and the instrumellt 
of popular fury, the Guillotine waded in its pro­
gress through the torrents of that human blood that 
it had shed. 

But surprise will be still more excited in consi· 
dering the gature of the boon thus granted It IS 
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a counterpart, 01' rather, counterfeit o.r .that aug:ust 
tripod which rules over the .whole Bntlsh Empl~e, 
and on which rests the adIllll'able structure of Its 
Constitution. That boon consists then in a Provin­
cial Legislatur~ metan~orphose~, G~d kllOW~ how, 
into a Provincial Parliament, III wInch, savlIlg the 
popular branch, it is impossible to discover the least 
analogy between the component parts of these two 
bodies. In the prototype there stands a head, the 
King, the Representative of the whole British na­
tion, in whom is concentrated or rather, perhaps, 
in whom is indivisibly united the whole national 
mdjesty. All the attributes which ~he Constitution 
has, in a manner, crowded upon him, are the peo­
pie's: they are committed to his trust for the bene­
:fit of his people; and, therefore, any attempt at 
depriving him of anyone of them becomes a public 
outrage. He ma.y be beloved for his personal qua­
lities, but it is a duty to honor him. The higher he 
is exalted, the more he is venerated and the greater 
is the homage paid through him to the whole body 
over whom he rules. In short, he has no equal in 
the whole Empire. Can all this be said of the dis­
tinguished personages whom he !lends over to repre­
sent him in his external dominions. He cannot invest 
them with the plenitude of his attributes; he cannot 
cover them with the cloak of inviolability which 
screens him from personal responsibility. Their as­
similation with him is therefore impossible, and this 
circumstance alone is sufficient to discountenance 
any analogy between the august body of which the 
King is the head and any other in appearance simi­
larly orga~ised b.ody. But, by a!l analogical rea­
sOning, It 13 maIllfest that he who IS send over as the 
Administrator of any of the King's external domin­
ions is intitled to the highest degree of honor and 
respect as being the Representative of the National 
Majesty_ 



1 n the Imperial Parliament the s('('01111 hrnllch is 
romposed of an hereditary Ilristorracy. po~ .. ;c~,illg 
by its richness, talents, and cOllllexiolls an indepen­
dence and an influence sufiicil'lIt to maintain the 
important part that the comtitution has marked 
out to that illustrious body, namely that of modera­
tor between the sO\'ereign ~nd the ~cople. Not on­
ly the elements of such bod\' are not to be found in 
ihis colon.v, but the Imperi'al Parliament's omnipo­
tence itself could not instantaneously create these 
elell1enb ; thus ag-ain the second branch of the ('010-

nial Leg-i5lature 'bears no analog-y whatever with the 
same b~anch of the British Pa~iiament. l\Iany more 
analogical discQrdances between that augu~t body 
and the Provincial Legislature, alias Parliament, 
may, and some in the sequel, will be pointed out. 

From thi~ cursory review of the local, moral and 
political liocial state in this colony, it is easy to de­
duce the innumerable difficulties which inevitably 
and naturally must arise out of it in regard to its 
administration. A personnage, distinguished by his 
rank and talents, is sent over from the United King­
dom to take upon himself the reins of government, 
He arrives in a country in which almost every thing 
is strange to him: localities, manners, habits, lan­
guage, laws are all new to him. He must therefore 
begin by a kind of prentice ship, and to whom shall 
he apply for information? Naturally to those by 
whom he finds himself officially surrounded on his 
arrival, namely by officers appointed by the Crown, 
composing the Colonial Executive Council, whose 
duty is to advise him, and whom he is by his instruc­
tions, to consult in all his public functions. Now 
it is almost an unavoidable necessity that the great­
est number of the members of this council and the 
most influential among them consist in his nati n> 

countrymen. and who of course are rea II y or at least 



~l1pposed to belong to what is consider~d by the! 
Canadians as their adverse party. Nay, It may be 
even said that some of them, having had real reasons 
of complaining of, according to them, unju~t & vexa­
tious aggressions on the part of the Canadians, can­
not be presumed to be very well disposed in favor of 
these. Hence a kind of intuitive feelings of fear 
and distrust arise in the minds of the latter, which 
damp that fervor of cordiality with which they 
would otherwise have been eager to welcome !:is ar­
rival among them. On an other hand. suppose that 
the new comer being indeed prejudiced against the 
Canadians by what he might have heard of them, 
far from attributing the kind of shyness, resulting 
from the abo\'e first impression, to its real cause, he 
will look upon it as a corroborating proof of the 
suspected disaffection of the Canadians towards 
the British Government, & he may think it equally 
useless and degrading to make any advance towards 
a mutual better understanding, and thus both par­
ties will remain at a distance from one another. 
Admitting, and there is little doubt if that which 
has been hitherto exposed here be true, that there 
exist two discordant parties in this colony; that, ri­
sing superior to any suggestion of prejudice, the new 
comer submit to court a reconcilement with the 
Canadians by the just and impartial distribution of 
his favors and of his courteous behaviour, will he 
not thereby draw upon himself the ill will of those 
who. were accustomed to look upon the far greatest 
portIon of the one and of the other as their exclu­
sive property? .Which ever way he may turn him­
self, he meets .wIth danger a.nd in trying to escape 
from Charybdis! he runs.the rIsk of ~alling on Scylla. 
~hat~ver might be hIS prepossessIOns, a new trial 

awaIts him. He must conve~e the Provincial Legis­
lature: he meets them" delivers from the Throne a 
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h:H:lIIg-UC expressl \C of hi~ Illlht cnrue,t dc,il(' to 
prolllote the be,t infeft"t.; of thc coulltr\' and or hi!! 
sang'uine hopes of thcir cordial c(l.openi.tioll and ~() 
forth. His ha rallg-llc is rC'(,l'hoed in luldrl''''ws couch­
ed in the mo,t ;c,pl'ctful terms, and repklc with 
most fiattl'rin!.',' prorni'l's of a zealoll'i COllcurrellce 
of l'Xcrtions, &c &c. Hut soon those high sounding 
words of loralt", de"otioll, cordiality. and affection 
vanish ill sn;okt:, Tht' head ofthl' Ex~cuti\'e, in pur­
slIance of his instructions, proposcs a measure, where­
upon a question of pri\'ilt'g-L' ari~c,; to that preten­
tion the prerogati\l' comc,; in oppo,ition; the de­
bates grow warm and a complete breach of the pri­
mar)" contract of mutual support ensues, Such is 
the universal, and indeed natural course of things. 
There will alwa.", exist strong feeling-s of jealousy 
between the Go,'ernors and the t!,-overned, The 
power of the Cormer is a mere mor~1 one, whose sole 
props are certain prerogati \es: take these from them 
and they fall again to the level of any other being 
of their species. It is therefore natural in thelll to be 
extremelv tenacious of that arlllour and to defend 
it with the utmost pertinacity. On the other hand 
the people,strong in its physical force,is no less jea­
lOllS of ils privileges and ince-santly in fear of the 
abu'ie of prerugative again~t these privileges, and 
therefore i5 constantly on the watch to prevent that 
abu;;e, and to secure the latter by weakening as 
much as possible the former. It is in the view of 
obviating the fatal effects of that unavoidable colli­
sion, that the British Constitution IWi wisely con­
trived to place as a moderator between the Sove­
reign and the people, a body possessed of that com­
pound moral and physical power sufficient to res­
traill the two contending parties within the limits of 
their respective and legitimate claims. 

F 
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But here the Governor does not find that power· 
ful intervening moderator: he may b.e said truly to 
stand single-handed face to face agamst. the whole 
population of the country. Indeed the eXIste~ce of a 
Provincial L.Council seems flatly to contradIct such 
an assertion; but aarnitting that existence ; ~?mit­
ting the highest degree of pers~nal. r~spcctabIhty to 
which all and everyone of the mdIvlduals of whom 
it is composed are justly entitled, where shall be 
found those mighty means of influence, and influ­
ence alone nowadays constitutes power, proceed­
ing from immense richess and numerous connex­
ions and dependants, all interested in the support of 
that influence so beneficial to them, which are met 
in that noble aristocracy of the Realm? No such 
thing or any thing like it exists in this country. 
The Counsellors are taken out of the same general 
class of citizens out of which the Representatives 
of the people are elected, and out of a population in 
which the gradation in regard to independance and 
rank is almost imperceptible. It will be seen here­
after, however, how beneficial, nay how essential is 
the existence of such a council in the present state 
of things. 

Another analogical discrepancy between theParlia­
ment and the Provincial Legislature consists in this. 
It is true that in the former, the King, for very good 
reason does not sit personally in either of the two 
houses, but he is virtually present in both, through 
his ministers and confidential servants who there re­
present him .. They come prepared to support the 
me~sures o~ hIS Government a~d to guard his prero­
gatIves agamst any attempt eIther to invade or to 
curtail them. Although they may be lookedat by a 
po~tion of the members with a jealous eye, the ma­
JOrItyare ready to side with them so long as they 
are deserving of their confidence; and the heavy 
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responsibilit~, that weighs upon them prevents their 
making an u(H'on~titutionnl usc of their influence. 
But here, neither can the Representative of the 
King sit in either of the two houses, nor hus he nny 
confidential and responsible agent or servnnt to per­
form the same part in the Pro"incial Legislature. 
So that there is no one to "indicate the measures of 
Government, and to account for the motives of 
their adoption. In England, nlthough not by the 
Constitution the exclusive prerogative of the Crown, 
all tbe laws of general import, originate from and 
are proposed, and that very properly, by the minis­
ters, who are prepared to develope their bearings 
and to an5wer to eyer~' objection to them, so that 
these laws maintain their connexion with the ge­
neral system; but here, as the new Legislative 
measures originate in any individual members at 
random, they must necessarily produce a kind of 
confusion and disorder in the general code whereby 
their efficacy must be more or less affected. It is 
absolutely Impossible in the actual constitutional 
organization of the Provincial Legislature to reme­
dy that national defectibility; for, admitting 
that the Provincial Government finding in one of 
the Members of the Assembly those talents and that 
consequent influence that would be useful to the 
public service, ~hould call those talents and that 
influence to its assistance by promoting the posses­
sor thereof to some official situation, from that mo­
ment, however great and commanding his talents, 
his influence would be entirely lost; he would be 
looked upon by his colleagues as a renegado, and 
pointed out as one who has sold his liberty and is 
voluntarily become the slavish tool of Government. 
Repeated experience comes in support of that asser­
tion, and in this very moment the House of Assem­
bly now sitting, is busy framing a Bill to vacate the 
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lleat of any of the members who should a(:cept an,V 
situation of honor or profit under Government. it 
is true that a law of a similar nature exists in Eng­
land, but there the Member raised by the Sovereign 
is almost sure to be reinstated in his seat by a new 
Election whilst here a member llDder such circum­
stances ~ollld be almost as certain of failure in a 
fresh poll. In a word, in this country the Governor 
has no influence, nor any means whatever to acquire 
any in and over the popular branch of the Provin­
cial Leg'islature, unless he passively suJ.>mit to its 
will and resigns in their ~ands the reInS of 9-0-
vernment. In fact, these reInS would, soon pass Into 
their hands were it not for the intervening Provin. 
cial Legislative Council. 

'V-hatever might be said against the defects, the­
oretically speaking, of the composition of this 
branch of the Provincial Legislature, practically 
these very defects are the ground and foundation of 
its us':!fulness. Were it composedonlyofindividuals 
absolutely unconnected with Government, there 
would be the possibility of a coalition between the 
Council and the House of Assembly, and what then 
would become of the power of the Provincial and 
of course, of the Imperial Government? Composed 
as they are that danger cannot exist. It is true 
that they are not possessed of that influence ne­
cessarv to act as moderators between the Gover­
nor a~d the House of Assembly, as the House of 
Lords in the Imperial Parliament; but jf they 
have not the power of doing all the good they 
might be inclined to do, they have at least th~t 
of. preve.nting evil. Connected as they are with 
HIs Majesty's Government they have a direct in­
terest in supporling it, and by the exercise of their 
-eeto,. they are able efficiently to guard it ngainst 
~ny lOcroacllment that n.iglJt be attempted b)' the 
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co-ordinate and powerful branch. 011 its just nnd 
lawful authoritr, and on thc Roval Prert)orativc. 
Some of thc l\;clllbers of the Leg;lslati\'c (~}lIncil 
belollg'ing; at thc s:1I11C time t~ the Exeeutive 
Council ~lIId beillg thu., perfectly well acquainted 
with tht' vil'\\'s of the Pro\-illcial Government over 
which they_ as in duty bound keep a watchful f'ye, 
are a Sllre security to the countrv.lhat the m~asures 
which they suppo"rt are intended" rather to promote 
the best interests of its inhabitants 1 han militate 
a~ainst their wrlfare. ~illceJ if it wt're otherwise, not 
o'iily their own int~rests indi,i~iblv united with 
those of their countrrmcn, but ~I~o their ella­
racter private and public, woulJ be involved in 
the consrqurnces of pernicious measures concert­
ed and supported by them. Until therefore a 
rich, powerful and really independant heredi_ 
tarY aristocracy shall be established and in ex­
istence in this "colon~', so long the present com­
position of that respectable body must alHl ought 
necessarily to remain as it is, and the country rest 
satisfied ,-"ilh its passive action, until it h;s ac­
quired that influence required to enablc it to be­
come more virtuall, useful. 

From all that pr"ecedes, and nought has been set 
down in malice, nor dictated by a spirit of censure 
or of party, it is easy to conceive the difficulty of 
tbe situation in which a distinguished personage 
sent over to assume thc government of this Pro­
vince, must be on his ar~ival. He finds himself 
amidst a divided and discordant population. He 
sees two parties contending for ascendancy; the 
one founding their claims on their superiority in 
point of lIumber and their ancient possession 
of tbeir native soil; the other resting theirs, 
on tbe right derived from conquest, and the pre­
ference due to them as being origiually nnd by 
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birth British subjects. Does he follow the natural 
attraction towards his own countrymen, he will 
draw upon himself the ill will of the numerous 
population; should he shew any bias in favor of this 
population, he will offend his own countrymen. 
Jealousy is sharp eyed, and even admitting the 
most strict impartiality on his part, it will soon 
discover something or other that will wound it, 
and make him lose all the merit and the benefit of 
the uprightness of his intentions. In a word, let 
him follow his own inclination, or act up to his in­
structions, if there be any thing in his measures 
that may in the least be in opposition to the pre­
tentions or .opinions however irrational of some in­
fluential members of a party, the whole will soon 
join them in their hue and cry against him. With­
out presuming to profer advice in a position so 
delicate, it may be allowed to suggest here that the 
Canadians, in general not being addicted to coaxing 
others, do neither want nor wish to be coaxed: but 
as already said, they are a set of proud, independant 
beings deeply impressed with the sense oftheir own 
dignity as men and free men. The habitants are proud 
of cultivating a property fully and absolutely their 
own; the citizens of the town are proud of the supe­
riority of a.wealth,.the product ofth~ir own industry, 
and of thelf acqull'ements, and stIlI more of their 
knowledge of those rights secured to them by the con .. 
Ititution ~s British subjects. They are therefore keen­
ly susceptIble of resenting any deviation from that 
respe~t th?y think themselves entitled to. They 
see WIth a Jealous eye that the portion of favors and 
even of mere civilities alloted to them is not com­
mensurable with that bestowed on individuals whose 
claims to that l?r~(erence rest only on a difference 
o.f na~le.s a~d onglO, and they resent it as an unme­
nted lDJusttcC. 
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But speaking Ot't:lVorS. it i~ here an oh.iect of H'· 
goret that the head or the Pro\ incial AdministmtioD 
has so few in his power to bestow. That ~Ollrl'l' of 
influence, alread.v too ~cant.r, is still more impo­
verished by external patronage. A (;o\ernor rCllluins 
with very few Illeans of l'ncollra~'ill!!," mcn of tah'nh 
and abiiities to dedicate then; t(; t Itt' servin' of a 
government from which tltt'y would have vcry little 
prospecti';e hopes of deri\'ing an adequate benefit to 
themselves and families. Such means of influence 
seem to be however particularly requisite, and 
would prove of an infinite advantage to the govern­
ment of this colony. 

It is necessary ilOW to add here a few words to 
that which ha's been said about the two cities of 
Quebec and ~Iontreal. It is evident that both these 
cities have a most extensive influence overt he whole 
Province: that the." are the head quarters of the 
two parties contending together for political ascen­
dency; that by their ~uperiority of number the Ca­
nadian party alreadv sensibly preponderate within 
the limits of the~(' citie" but more so in the country; 
about the balf of the members of the Assembly being 
individuals residing in the one or the other; that 
that last party shall naturally always make use of every 
means in their power to secure and consolidate this 
ascendency is but too presumable; hence their anx­
iety for incorporations. But before such a boon 
be granted to them, it is fit to consider what. 
might he the result of that grant, if the elections of 
the members of these corporations were to be left to 
the choice of the citizens themselves. The first in­
convenience resulting from that mode would be the 
keeping in constant activity the popular passions by 
the frequency of necessary public assem bl ies of the 
electors, and b,r the intrigues of the candidates of 
the divers parties: the next would be to throw' 
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additional weio-ht in the scale of the alreadyover­
grown power gf that party apparently hostile to go· 
vernrnent, for certainly, by a popular election, none 
would find access to the corporation but those who 
have already obtained seats in the Assembly ~nd 
their supporters and abettors, and thus creatIng 
fresh means of impeding and obstructing the march 
of government, whose influence is already too limit­
ed to weaken it still more by transferring to others 
the appointments to civil honors. 

Such is and such must be the local, political, and 
moral social state ofa colony, which, were it not for 
several adventitious causes, some of which have al­
ready been here exposed to view, would and should 
have e'er now vyed with any other portion of the 
British empire in pointofmoral & physical prosperity 
-The proof of this assertion lies in its present state 
notwith,tanding the many obstacles laid in the way 
of its improvement. It may be said that this Pro­
vince might challenge its like all over the globe. 
No where will be found a population in which pro­
perty is so equally diffused, ninety-nine out of one 
hundred being the owners of the land which they 
cultivate, and whereby they and their family are 
fully and competently maintained; pauperism being 
almost universally the result of idleness and vicious 
habits of life, and known merely in the cities. No 
monstrous inequality of fortunes, scarcely any ex­
ceedi.ng £1,500 or at .the. utmost £2,000 a year. 
No dl.r~ct tax of ,any kind IS known here except in 
the CIties, whereIn an assessment is raised on houses 
and ground or in lieu of personal labour for the bet­
tering, cleaning and repairing of the Streets. Far 
from. be~ng obliged to appropriate a portion of the 
ProvIncl,al Revenue to the liquidation of its debts, 
the public chest of the Province, has always a ba­
lance in its favor after the annual payments of the 
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neccss.try e:\p('nsc~ Ill' it~ (;ovcrnllll'lIt, which UIL­
lallcl' is. in part at least, g'l'lIerallyapplied to im­
provements of a public nature, and Jet the rCSOllrl'l'S 
of this cololl~·. allll tIll'.\' appear to be \'a~t and n:­
t"llsi\'c, IllIlV be said to be hitherto \\':I.;tl' Ilnd UIH'\.­

plorcd. It's inhauituntli peaccably enjoy the fruits 
of their labour, no body molests tltclll, nnd they 
partake to t he utmost of that libcrl." which is secur­
ed to e\'el'y British subjcct by the Constitution of 
the Empire. And how Cll\lll'~ it tllclI,every body will 
exclaim, that their grieYtlll'; complaints, crossing 
the Atlantic resound now in the Palace of the 80-
yerei~n and in the scat of the supreme authority of 
the Empire? To this qlle,stioll may be very properly 
answered-these complaints are returning to their 
principal sources and origin. Thi, answer will ap­
pear bold ;-it may be ;-it remains therefure to 
I"ove it a true one, 

Tn a. former part of this work, some reflections 
alreadv couducive to that proof, have been made Oil 

the im,provident liberality and dangerous generosity 
with which the Canadians were treated at the con­
quest of the countr,\. By leaving them in the full 
and unconditional enjoyment of their language alld 
law" \'OU left them at the same time, as said before, 
object,; of constant remini~cence of former conncx­
ions from which they were torn by violence. You 
took no measure to encourage and ensure their 
speedy coalescence and alllaigation with their new 
co-subjects, Y 011 did not foresee, or if you did, 
)'ou did nothing to obviate the difficulties a diver­
sity of ci\il laws would lay in the way of an impar­
tial and equitable distribution of justice. Thill ex­
cess of indulgence might have Leen excusable if it 
had been complete, that is to say, if looking UPOll 

the colony as a distinct and detach('d territory sub­
mitted to vour Empire, but continuing' to be under 

v G 
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its former mode of Government; in 8. word. it you 
had intended to consider it as a French Province 
under your protection. But such jumble of con .. 
tradictory and clashing forms. language. laws, 
usages, habits~ and interests ~ould never tend 
to any good, as the present experience so powerful­
]y proves. . So long .as the Canad~a~].s continu~ to 
form a distInct portIOn of the BrItIsh populatIOn, 
enjoying some characteristic kind of franchise, they 
will necessarily and pertinaciously uphold them 
and strenuously oppose every thing that might, ill 
their own view of the su~iect, tend to infringe 
on it. In a word, although perfectly happy and 
even glorying in their quality of British subjects, 
the Canadians, therein supported by your own con­
cessions, still persist in considering themselves as 
Frenchmen, entitled to enjoy in their own way a!l 
the blessings of the British constitution under your 
protection. 

But assuredly the most egregious act of impolic'y 
has been in granting them that Pandora's Box, yclept 
a Provincial Parliament without those modifications 
as to powers, authority and privileges which the 
then state of this country and of Europe imperi­
ously demanded. Indeed one would be tempted to 
compare this to the idea of feeding new born in­
fants ~it.h roast beef and plum pudding. However, 
the eVil IS done and the stomach of the Canadians is 
too well accustomed now to that noble British food 
to relinq~i~h it. y o~ have imprudently given 
them a BrItIsh ConstItutIOn and it would be next to 
an impossibility to take it back from them. You 
thou~ht you gave a mere Provincial Legislature 
and It has turned out to be a full Parliament en­
dowed with the. fulne~s of your own powers, p'rivi­
lege~, pr~rogatIves and franchises, at least so they 
conSider It and act accordingly. At the very mo-



ment that this is written they reject contumeliousl,v 
the olive branch tendered them b.v the reprcsenta­
tive and in the name of the Kiug, and scornfull.v 
trample it under their fcct. The," go farther and 
presume to issue a manifesto ill the shape of rc~ 
iolutions in which they dictate the condition'! under 
which they will condescend to take into their con­
sideration the fair and equitable propositions of the 
Crown, to put a stop to ditliculties of their own 
creation. The Government must submit to their 
will, and trust them with the plenitude of execu­
tive as well as Legislative powers, and on no other 
conditions will they even enter iuto a pourparler. 
And this ultimatum sine qwi non is forthwith to 
be forwarded to their So\'Creign. And all this is 
not the work of the pretended P. P. no not even of 
tbe Provincial Legislature; but solely by that 
branch thereof, which assumes falsely the title of 
the representatives of the Canadians. This implied 
denegation of their being such, might appear bold 
and unfounded to people ignorant of the state of 
things in this Province; but I might appeal 
in support of it to man)' respectable Canadians and 
otbers, who were it not that the access to the poll, 
especially in the country, is free only to the $mall 
number of tbe favorites of a faction which in fact 
rules the country, would come furward as Candi. 
dates for the Provincial representation. But especi­
ally if any person well disposed in favor or in the 
sen ice of Government is bold enough to present 
himself, be iii soon punished for his rashness by the 
insults heaped upon his devoted head. The Cana .. 
dian House of Assembly is in fact nothing less than 
the representative of the people at large, but the 
humble tool of that faction, being composed solely 
of its abettors. Five or six out of the fifty mem­
bers, sway despotically over the rest, excepting 
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however three or four who dare to think for them­
selves, and the rest follow implicitly the motion 
imperatively dictated by these rulers. The result of 
any question whatever may a~w.ays!>e anticipate.d 
by knowing before hand the OpinIOn lD regard to It 
of a single one of those few. 

In England knowledge is universally dissemi­
nated over the country, and the preponderance 
of party is merely local, so that they have all a fair 
and equal chance of success. A Whig, for instance, 
will not present himself as Candidate in a portion of 
the country where Toryism preponderates, nor a 
Tory in a place where Whigism is the order of the 
day; but both Whigs and Tories know well that such 
or such a County or Borough offer them a fair 
chance and there they go. But here the whole 
country lays under one sole influence and that influ­
ence is due to the generally diffused ignorance and 
to the complete indifference about public matters 
of the habitans. These are so happy that they do 
not feel in the least the want or the necessity of 
entering into any investigation about them, and 
they suppose that those who seem so anxious about 
these matters have a personal and mighty interes{ 
at stake. But one of the most powerful engines of 
general influence in the hand of that, numerically 
speaking, truly insignificant party, is the press. All 
the French ones are devoted to and conducted or 
supported by the members of that party. Not a sin­
~le French press is free and open to the fair discus­
SIon ,of ,principles or doctrines or of questions of 
publIc Interest; so that the Canadians finding a 
concordance of principles and doctrines in all the 
Sources of information that the), are able to read or 
that are read to them and lIone to contradict them, 
must naturally take for granted that these principles 
and doctrines are unquestionable and uncontrover-
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tillie, and or (·our~l'. at till' pull. till'," arc disposed 
to vote in favor or thoSt' wlto, 011 addressing them. 
~peak the same lallglll\~l' as t liesc papl'l"s or nrc 
pointed Ollt to thl'1Il a~ prort's~illg the ~alllc political 
need "hil'h thl'\, have thcmselves thus Llindly 
adopted. -

Ail this will appear incredible to any onc who 
has not for a long- time resided on thl' spot, and taken 
a livcly interest in all that passes in this country. 
The writer of this ~takl's his character of vcracity 
for the trllth of all which he has thus exposcd to 
,-il''' , Far from shrinking from an invcstigation, 
and thc stricter the bctter, hc court .. it: Lut it i~ 
on the spot that it ought to bc made; it must be 
conduded with the most rigorous impartiality. 
Evcr," evidence profered oug'ht to bc accepted and 
sifted through and through; cvery one without dis­
tindion ought to be hcard; cwry deposition of 
facts taken down in writing and signed by the dc­
ponent, The Commissioners sent over must not 
accept entertainments from anyone and act in 
their capacity of Inquisitors, as Judges on their 
Benches; they should go unexpectedly in some 
parts of the country, in order to inform them­
sclves of the grievanccs if any are in exis­
tence: they should call in all the political pro­
ductions of the press; inspcct the public records; 
if possible, witness a general clection, and attend in­
cognito the Legislati\'e mcetings. But if such a. 
mode of investigation should bc attendcd with too 
many difficulties in the execution, thcn scek for the 
corroboration of the facts hercin containcd in the 
journals of both branchcs of the Provincial Legisla­
ture, in the rccords of the Exccutive Council, and 
principally in the voluminous production of thc 
Canadian prc~~, sincc and including the administra­
tion of Sir James Craig-, until thc present day_ 
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Truth, the whole truth ought to be well known be~ 
fore, prescribing a remedy to the existing evils. Par .. 
tial knowledge derived merely from the extreme 
parties, can only lead to partial and half measures~ 
which correct nothing and please no body. 
But let it be remembered that neck or nothing is the 
motto of one of the parties, it is in the breast of the 
other to decide on the conveniency, possibility or 
honorableness of yielding all without receiving any 
thing in return. Between conquest and purchase 
lltands FIltMNES!!. 



="on: A. 
tt i. necessary to proTe by undeniable (llct9 the truth or the :n • 

• ertlon that the Cfllonial House of "ssembly cannot be ~aid to II" 
the true representation of the Canadilln popuI.ltioll. Here Ilro the 
facts :-

From the very bl'~il1ning of the Pro,incilll r.'l~hlaturc, a rc~pe('­
table famjl~· in \"""""ion of :'i"i~nillri('s fill.! othn estat.·s of, .llue 
in the cOUllly of l1or,h."tl'r, h.ld rl'ltul.Hly. RIIlI f,'r sel'er.1i ~Ul'ces­
si"e EI,-dions obtaineel the votes for nt Ie.},t one and some times 
two of its membl'rs to b .. the rrprl',,'nIJtivt's of that coullty. One 
of them had, b,' his t.d"llts anel zeal, obt.linl'.1 .1 t:l'rat tleal of in­
fluence in the .\·,sf'mbly. until the cal.l<lr"phe of several flf those 
:Members under :'iir Jamrs Craia, who brin? thl'n concerned in tile 
pu bl i<:ltion of certain P" ri.ldieal paper called Ie Ca/ladiell, were com­
mitted tojail. Happil~ for them the health of Sir James Cr"i~ forced 
bim soon to re,i;n the Government of this Province, &; the eir,'um­
stances under \\ hich, a, It.I< been rel.lted, his successor Sir C. Pre­
Tost found bimself on his entrance into officI', having compelled 
him to seek for the required as;i,t;}nce in the popular branch of 
the Legi,laturi'. he lost no time, not only in li~er.ltin" the prison­
ers as bein~ tho;" who enjoyed the hi~I\p,t df'!.{rec of inllucnce in 
that body, but a\;o to beap opon them all the f.lvors in his power 
to bf'stow, in order to gain the:n over to him. The military prepa­
rations requi-ile to oppo>e the threatened inva,ion opened to him 
an abundant source. He appointed the lately incarcerated ~Iem­
ber for Dorcheqer to the situation of D"Pl' Adjutant Cen. of th'3 
Militia witn a decent salary, his eldest hrother to the command o[ 
one of the new created batallions of the elect emhodied :'.liiiliJ, 
his sister's husband to a seat on the Bench, his wift:'s brothers to the 
situations of :\IJjor and Captains in the above corps, and others of 
his relations and friends to some one or other of these lucrative 
places: which the creations oC the moment put at the disposal of 
the Governor. But p,~ace came back; and with it disappeared the 
necessity of these lucrative places. The Member for Dorchester 
knew well the nature of that which he had ch'lsen, and that it 
would be expedient, even in a time oC peac,', to keep up a MilitiJ. 
staff; which in Cact took place, and the Hou"c oC AHscmhly in 
which the said Member had yet preserver! his inllucnc:c, was easily 
prevailed upon to appropriate a Cuod for defraying the expense of 
that establishment. But the said :\Jember found himself in a diffi­
cult diJp.mma; between the keepillg his snug Militia birth. or ex­
posing himself to lose it by maintaining his rank anrl influence in 
the tben, exclusively so called, patriotic party. Expp.rience h:lCl 
taught him that sticking to this last was attended with some dan­
ger and little profit: he yielded therefore to the suggestion of pru­
denct', and from that moment that bladder of devotion to the pa-
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triotic party, which hall been hitherto so inflated as to be in danger 

of bursting, was seen gradually growing Hasker and f1asker, at the 

same time that the bladder of loyalty to his King and of deference 

for his Representative, manifestedly puffed itself up, and soon be­

came a fine sleek globe leaving no trace of its many former folds 

and wrinkles. The necessary conseq ueuce of his sece~sion from 

his quondam party was the loss of their confidence, and thence his 

ejection from the house was meditat€d. It would certainly have 

immediately taken place, but happily for him, he had rendered 

himself useful in the house by his indefatigable attention to busi­

lIess and his great experience in Parliamentary transactions, the 

greatest part of the then Members being raw iguorant people, from 

whom no great asshtance could be expected. They waited then 

until some better qualified should have been introduced to take 

upon them that part which, by his expulsion, would have been left 

\'acant. They had no sooner replaced the most useless of their as­

sociates by somewhat better qualified new Members than they Solt 

to work, but the Member in question being too deeply rooted in 

the opinions of his numerous tenants and countrymen, who had for 

so many years seen his family in possession of a seat in the house, 

that they almost firmly believed that it was the uue of the family 

and of him who occupied it, was not to be so easily given up by 

them and for this time, his adversaries' machinations were fruitless. 

But not so the next election. They opposed to him a most power­

ful competitor: a Lawyer of talellt~, and having in the county of 

Dorchester the mighty stIpport (Jf a numerous parentage, most of 

them dealing in certain commodities, ranking in this country, es­

pecially since the last war, amongst the very necessa ries of life; 

(of this hereafter'l<) no wonder therefore if the old member was com­

pelled to yield to a coalition so formidable. 

The second example is the expulsion of the other Memberfor the 

same county of Dorchester. He had had his seat in the house for 

several P. P. but that house was at last to be entirely regenerated 

and contain none but the abp.tors to the patriotic party or submis~ 
sive followers of its chiefs and rulers. Their motto was "he who 

is not with soul alld body for us is against us: war th~n to th€m 

to extirpation." That gentleman whom they proscribed thus was 

and is a very inoffensive gentleman, of the most pleasillg mant~ers 

i~ the external t~ade, and entitled to his situation in society by hi~ 

birth and educallon. What was then his crime? NOlle other than 

llis honorable and fair dealings. He voted for their party when he 

thought they were ill the right, and he dared and presumed to op­

pose them when he thought them ill the wrong. This would have 

already been most sufficient for drawill" their ill will upon him 
b , 

* Vide Note B, at the end. 
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out there WI\S still" more efilcient and cO~t'nt C,llI'" for hi, pro. 
scription. He had the misfortune to b" the broth"r in I.lw of, .1I1l\ 
wbich is not alwa)'s a necessary wnsequCIIL'I', on the lIl'ht intllll.ltc 
terms with one of the prindpal ollicers of the I'w,inrial G<I,'nn­
mellt. "'bat greater crinl<' eould he hl' guilty of? 'I'll ,li'possess 
him however, was not so e,b)' a Ol,lttf'r. IIi. brother in lnw wos 
the Seignior in full property and 1"1';,!'<sioll of .11l nt,'n.;ivo por­
tion of the whole county. He lll' ned b,'sides on th.lt ('st,lte, a V.Lst 
and considerable c,t!<biisbment whidl provi,le,1 for the suh,ist.lllce 
of great number of his ten'Ults aDd or others, and contributed great­
ly to tbeir well doin; and bein~. 

These were the ;,)Iid ,;:rounds on which rested his influence 
amongstthem. and that intluence W,lS naturally and undividedly ex­
ercised in fnor of his relati\'e and fricnd. But this relative and 
friend had besides a stron>,;er support in the good will of all the 
tenants of his brother in law which be had deservedly obtained by 
the amenity of bis manners to"J.rds them, and by his readiness to 
render them auy service that they requested of him, and which was 
within his power. But what cannot perform persevering wiles. 
They set up again<t him, wbom do you snppose? A gentleman 
equal to him in taient1 eJucation, manners and rank in society. 
No, no, snch are their aversion. "'hom then ?-Whom? None 
other than an honorable dealer by the i!lass ; a licensed Tavern­
keeper. And that usefnl members of society, whose profession is 
so highly conducive to the bettering of the morals of the people, 
according to Jndges and Juries, is elected, and the old member re­
jected. To complete the picture, it is proper to add, that at that 
time, the member thus ejected wa.;the only merchant of Quebec 
then in the honse, and tbat by his ejection the transmarine and er 
ternal tradeof tbe principal port of eutry in the province was left 
unrepresented in the Assembly. 

Tbe third eumple of such rejection is thilt of a respectable Sei­
gnior and land-owner i[l the county of York. This gentleman 
highly considered in bis neighbourhood, had for many years past 
been in the undisputed enjoyment of a seat in the house of Assem­
bly, and all along maintained his iudependance. lie had in con­
sequence for a long time past been on the proscribed list, but nei­
ther bribery, nor wil~s could overcome the solid prop he had in the 
sincere regard and affection which his tenants and neighbours bore 
to him. Nothing short of main force could dislodge him from his 
strong hold, and to that means recourse was had at the last general 
election. The avenues to the poll were closely blockaded, and the 
access to it was only free and open to the voters in fafor of those 
candidates chosen and sent by the rnlers ofthe party. Force be­
came right, and the member who had the majority of good "i.bes 

H 



52 

in his favor was bet out of the field, and ,ictory crowned the broW' 
of one of the minions put up by the faction in opposition to him. 

But the party was not satif.fied with one single victim. As they 
were at work to dispatch the one, they thought they might as well 
kill two birds at one shot, whilst they had the means at hand. The 
second se:>t for the county was filled by a gentleman every way qUi. 

lified fOI the situation, and it may be said none more so. T~ey 
might perhaps have had no objection to keep him among th;m, but 
he was guilty in their eyes of an unpardonable offense whIch reno 
dered him unworthy of a seat fit to be occupied only by the most 
immaculate patriot. And how could he be considered as such by 
his acceptance of a situation under Government? And the same 
means had the same success. He was ejected, and the other can. 
didate put up by the same party, in opposition to him was elected. 
This is the fourth example. 

The next and fifth example is not less caracteristic ofthe ambi­
tious views of those would be absolute rulers of the country. One 
of the members of the Canadian Bar distinguished by his transcen. 
dant abilities, had formerly a seat in the House of Assembly, and 
was then a strenuous and powerful supporters of the opposers to the 
Government; but being aware of the extravagance and danger of 
the pretentions of the party he had embraced, he withdrew himself 
from the house and vacated his seat. Some years after that gentle. 
man was promoted to a high legal situation in the colony, and Go­
vernment deeming it advantageous to tbe public service tbat be 
should have a seat in the Assem bl y, induced bim to become the can­
didate at the last general election, for a borrougb, the property of 
the Crown and where the Governor used generally to spend the 
greatest part of the summers. The attempt was made but without 
success, his rival Candidate, a creature of the party, was preferred, 
and the Government officer outsted. 

The sixth and last example of this kind of expurgation of the 
House of Assembly, is this and like the preceding ones, speaks for 
itself. One of the in every respect high in rank and estimation 
among the gentlemen ofthe Bar of Quebec, was elected one of the 
members of the House for the Upper.Town of this city. What. 
ever might at first have been his motives, he en listened under the 
banners of the opposition. One would suppose from his subse­
quent conduct, that he soon perceived his error, and that far from 
being the true patriotic party, their proceedings and theirviews 
were in his opinion detrimeutal and prejudicial to the best and 
truest interests of his country: so that, altho' he had already by 
his talents acqnired a great deal of influence in that party he left 
them and devoted himself to the interests of Government, a's essen­
tially connected with those of his commettants. From that mo. 
ment his influence was at an eud, and it was in vain for him to 
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constitution, his votes were always in the minority. On the fol­
lowin~ election he very wisely did not propose him~df again, well 
knowing tbat there W.I~ no chance for him of Ih'in~ a".:ain elected. 
Howeyer at the last general election he put himself allew 011 the 
rank of the candidates f,lr the s.lme l'1'per-Town, but, notwith­
sta.nding the numher and the respedllbility of those who yoted for 
him, (a cert.lin proof of the hi~h confidence whirh his fellow cIti­
zens still reposed in hi~ talents.) he saw himself compeled to gin' 
up the contest. which raged still after his retreat between the 
three other c~lIdidates for popular (uor. Two of these were the 
former members. Both eruinent in the proff'ssion of the law, but 
notwitbstanding tbe talents whicb one of them had usefully nnd 
zealously di'played in the preceding Parlements, he was most 
strenuously opposed, and that for no other reason but that of hi. 
being the brother of that eminl'nt law officer who was outsted in Il 
Royal borrou .. b. I1o"c\'er by dint of the most acti\"e and pcr;('­
,"crin; f'xertions of the friend~ of Government and of his own, he 
was at last -uccessfu!. Thus the wbole number of members of the 
Assembly ill anywise conn,:ctc,l with Government is reduced to 
four out of the fifty. and all the others are under tbe sway of a 
kind of bexar,'hy, if ,ueh word may be forged for the present 
purpose, composed of ~le,-rs. Papineau, Orateur and leader. Val­
Here yclept, not by the Grace of God but by his own de Saint 
Real, altho' he h3;, a, yd. not shewn any Samt nor Royal blood 
ill his Hins. \-iger, Bourda~:es, .:\ eilson the most wily of them all 
and Cuvillier, all men of talents, more or less transcendent how­
e'er. It is then in that lIn.lrcby that resides an influence power­
fulenough all over the province to wield an uncontrouled sway. It 
will be naturally asked bow sach a political phenomenon can be 
accouuted for? The answer to this question will be given in the 
followiu,!: .:\ote B, which will be wortb of occupying for a moment 
the attention of the reader. 

XOTE B. 
In England the fame of the great actors who exhibit on the va­

rious Stages of the State, i" by the medium of thousand presses, 
transmitted in a moment not ouly to the extremities of the United 
Kingdom, blJt even to the confines of the civilised world. The 
names of Pitt, Fox. Canning, 'Vellington, and of thousand others 
are as well known at St. Petershourg, Constantinople, Grand 
Cairo, New York, ,",c. as in London. Their actions a, well a, 
their words reach the smallest cottage in the realm, and by them 
they are in a manner made personally acquainted with every En­
gli~hman. Thereby their inlluence on every one5 mind rests on 1\ 

positive and rational !la,is. It raises and falls accord inS to the 
effect produced upon the opinion of individuals in whose power it 
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is to judge by themselves from the documents before them, and it 
is out of the aggregation of all those individual opinions that 
spring up the true and rational general opinion. He, i.n. whose f~vor 
it is, may be said justly possesse.d of an almost. political ~mnlpo­
tence, whilst he against whom It runs must Yield and withdraw 
from the stage. 

The case is widely different in this colony. There exist, it is 
true, some periodical news-papers edited and circulating in the 
Province some in english, some in french, and some in english and 
french. 'Of this last class the most read is that of Mr. Neilson, 
which like the others published in french, is entirely devoted to 
the H~xarchy. These last papers could not have a great influence 
over the habitans of the country, few of them being able to read 
them: but not so in the two cities & the town of Three-Rivers. There 
they are read not only with avidity, but with the most fervent faith 
in their contents: so that the greatest portion of these citizensadopt 
blindly whatever doctrine these papers preach, and would be rea. 
dy to stake even. their lives in support of the facts they contain, 
:however improbable, and even absurd they may be. They may 
'Very well be called the devoted political Se·ids of the Hexarchy. 
Letit be observed here that they are, almost to aman shop-keep­
ers and retail dealers, and that few of them scarcely ever read 
any thing but their prayer book and the aforesaid news-papen. 

Thus well prepared, a general election is amlOunced as being at 
:hand. Then begins the stir amongst these honest citizens. Theil' 
political consequence is to be asserted and upheld. They meet 
first in small groups, then secret committees are formed generally 
presided by some emissaries of the Hexarchy. Their attention 
is not only directed 011 the choice of their own special representa_ 
tives ; there is yet time enough for that: but it is particuJarfy di. 
rected on the country elections, and when they have agreed among 
them, and always agreeably to the wish of their rulers, they pro­
ceed to the means of ensuring t he success of their schemes, not by 
sending agents into the divers counties in order to canvass for 
votes; no, th~y have a way neither so expensive llOr so glaring as 
that, but infinitely more sure and certain. 

Opell bribery and corruption are too dangerous to be resorted to 
by them, the provisions of the law against such means being very se. 
ve~e and n~merous. ~ut there. are certain equivalent secret ways 
of mfiue.ncm~ ~he e.lectlOns which th~ law has not contemplated 
and agalllst willch It can hardly prOVide. It must be understood 
that p.etty ~ealer" as well shop as tavern· keepers are ill great num. 
ber dlssemmated ol'er the c~~ntrr' These are the capillary tubes, 
""hereb.y. the lymph of politacal IIlfitience is conveyed to the very 
extremIties of the body. Let this be explained. 
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It has beeD obsened that tbe grcatest portioD of tlle Canadian 
population of the town,; consi,ts ill shop.keepers Ilnd retail dca­
lers. These supply the 11.'11 ~ h.1 it-r, 10 the country wit" enry 
thing thllt suits their country ,'u"tom.'r'. such as splrl1s, (ea, arti .. k~ 
<11' dro> for women, '\"1', an, I .1 (,('fluin ('rt,.lit h allowed on these 
5uppli .. s. ""ow wheLl ., ':"Lll'ral "krll"" coml's to pass, accounts for 
eelo", wid aud deli •• 'r"" .1ft" '.'nl ,iii ", 'r the cO\lntry with request 
oftbdrbein~ ,cttkd wilhoul .1.-1.'" Ii:,'. Suchnpplicationdoes 
not ahL'ys find those to whom it j, mild., r".lIly for the requisite 
prompl settlement. .\ jOllrnq' to I.", n beconlt's necess.lry to ob­
t.un a rl',pite : objecti,llIs :Ire at fir,! l1Ia.l,- founded on urgent ne­
ceti,it\' by de:!r,'\', tIlt' pn·.,in>: instanc,·, of the debtor mollify the, 
at lir,t, obdurate hartl IIfol' I, tim", of the creditors, an amiable ar­
rangement is entered illt,), a .;1.." of ,n,,,,,thill:.:or other seals it and 
then follolls the talk of tht' \11\\5 of the d.1Y, After the common 
topks of the w,.Hha, of the prosp"l'I of the c.rops, the distress of 
trade, &c. the l'11"H'rsatioll turus n,l!ur,dh' to the matter of elec­
tions. "\rell, friend," Sil)S the Quebec· citizen, " have you al­
ready pitcbed upon ,;ome b",~y for Jour COllllty 1"-" We! not 
that [ know of; it is time enough when some body presentshim­
self. Upon my word, for the intefe,t we, in the country, do take in 
those afii:lin;, it mattrrs ~ery little who dot'S or does not;'-" How 
frieDd! little interest in such a thing as an election which has for 
its object to entrust onr righ", our liberty, our lives, in fine all that 
ougbt to be the dearest to e\'ery one of us, to the first intruder that 
presents hiQl:'elf!! Sur('l~ JOU are not serious? \\'ould yon trust 
your purse into the hands of one who would ~quander away your 
money? &c . .s.c, &c." Terrified at the friL;htful picture of the conse­
quence of a bad cboice, the countryman confesses that his ignorance 
in that respect is extreme; that he knows no one in whom he can 
put his confidence, seeing that his neic;hbours are as ignorant as 
him self, and so forth, concluding by a,king the advice of his then 
boUle companioD.-" 'rell, Uly good fellow, ifyoo have the in­
terests of yocr country lind your own at heart, I will guide you in 
your choice." TheD seyeral illdividuals are named, commented 
upon and r,jected on such and ,ueh consideration; but at last as by 
a sudden io.piration the names of the real intended ones are ut­
tered, snpported by the utmost power of language to raise them in 
the "',!imation of the countryman, and their n,.mes are entered ill 
the little pocket book of accounts, and carefully secured in the 
pocket of safety. And now, another gla" is filled and drank to 
the success of the pockettcd candidates. The" hole concludes by 
a cUlluing attack on the vanity of the good man, who, it is said, will 
acquire and desene the highest regard and estE'em from his coun­
trymen at large, if he takes advantage of the influence he so desf"T­
vedJ y and 80 bighly enjoys in his parish and neighbourhood, to pro-
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mote the success of the object in view in which the welfare of the 

country is so deeply concerned. 
Behlild then my little man, his pocket untouched, his stomach 

full of good liquors, and his mind puffed off by the vanity of his 

self importance, chearfully shaking hands with his friend, ascend­

ing gaily his travelling vehicle, and with a smart lash applied on the 

rump of his nag, accelerating the moment of proving himself that con­

sequential being worthy of the high trustreposed in him. His march 

was already traced; he had only to follow it by calling on his daily 

customers for the payment of the numerous white scratches with 

which his wainscots were adorned, and concluding as a good chris­

tian by doing unto others what had been done unto him, but at the 

same time requiring of them what had been required of him for the 

warding off of the imminent dangers with which they were threa­

tened by the numerous ennemies of their country, if they were suf­

fered to intrude themselves in the legislative sheep fold. Thus 

then, the election day arrives, the candidates present themselves, 

their names are loudly proclaimed, the previously agreed upon are 

greated with loud atclamations, and the obnoxious ones repulsed 

with hisses mixed with contumelious language. And this is a con­

stitutional election! This is the voice of the country! Surely a 

constitution which should authorise or even wink at such derelic­

tion of principles, would be far from deserving the universal appro­

bationjustly bestowed to that under which we have the name, but 

only the name, of living in this colony. It must be observed here 

that the underhand dealings above exposed are become now unne­

cessary by the almost complete expurgation of the Provincial house 

of Assembly, the number of obnoxious members, as said before, 

being reduced to four at the utmost; so that in the present state of 

things it is sufficient, as well as sound policy on the part of the 

Hexarchy, simply to recommand the re-election of the late memo 

bers who are represented as being possessed of that degree of prac­

tical knowledge in the legislative way, from which the greatest pub­

lic good may undoubtedly be expected: and thus seats in the po-' 

pular branch may be looked upon as the property for life of those 

who are now in possession thereof. 
Is it necessary to comment any farther on such state of affairs in 

this country? Is it not most grossly tiying in the face of the british 

constitution, w hose most beneficial part, namely the free choice of 

the peoples rppresentatives, is so openly trampled under feet and 

nineteen twen~ieth at least of the Canadian population depriv~d of 

so sacred a Tight by the usurpation and intriO'ues of a few agita­

tors? Can such a violation of the constitution in its most vital 

p~rt be . suffered to be persisted in? No, it calls loudly for the 

mIghty mterference of the Imperial Parliament. And this is an 

appeal to that interference. Let the proper enquiries be insti. 
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tuted, that the true stnle of things be ascertained, and if found su 
as represented ill this short sketch, kt justice be Jono "':,lil\~t 
those \\'ho by thdr machinations have dOllt'.li I iu their 1'0\\ l'r to 
pervert Ii whole ,lod numerous populatioll, lind to make it "\'l'rv<' 

from that innate loyalty w hereby it has hitherto justly heen distin­
guished, The author of this cursory ,iew (If l',\I1adi,lII alLlir' i8 well 
known in this country. He hns llnUOUllced already that his a~L' 
ought to exclude cven the presumption of 1'l'\',OIl,ll motives in rais­
ing thus his singlc voice; but this voice \I ould 1I0t be singlc if the 
liberty of the 'peech alHl the freedom of the press were not fetter­
ed, not by any lawful autllllrity, but by tl1:1t l'lnl'crful, baneful and 
unconstitutional inllucnc(' to which the i;:norance of the ones and 
the delusion of the others compel ob(~dicnce and submission. 
However single handed, be fearlessly stands on his ground, inti­
mately convinced that he Hgbts for the true constitutional rightR of 
hi, countrymen, lllld yield to the imperious dictates of bis con­
science, and of the loyalty he owes, and most sincerely and ardent­
ly be:us to his sovereigu. 
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