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ACCOMPLISHED AND GALLANT MEN,

PERMUL an American Citizen, as a small tribule of admiration
for yeur paval scicnce, nautical skill, and gallant achieviemeats,
to oner thns volame to you. He hopes to find a shield for its
imperiections, in the frankness and candour of your characters.
Nt would be the consummation of vanity to suppose that any efforts
of his, could elerale the character of STEPHEN DECATUR in
your estimation; and it is a real consolation to reflect that'it can-
not be depressed by the maaner in which it is portrayed. The
very briel’ and imperfect notices of the achievements of the
American Navy, as connected with the Life and Character of
Commaodore Decatar, will be excused from the extteme brevity
with which they are alluded to. The splendour ol your achieve-
ments bas given to the American Republic, -an exalted rank

- through the Eastern World-—-the hopes of the Western Hemis-
phere are fixed vpon the American Navy.
With undissembled respect,
I am your admirine fellow-citizen.
S. PUTNAM WALDO.






TO THE READER.

THE splendid and unsurpassed achicvements of the American
Navy in the second war between the Rcpublic and the British
Empire, drew forth the wondivided applause of Americans, and
excited the deepest salicitude of Englishmen.

The author added bhis feeble note to the harmonious concgrd of
approbation, and rapture, produced by our naval triumphs.
Iaving for the past ytar, directed bis rescarches to the eatlier
periods of our naval power, and in succession to this period, he
bad gathered materials for a ‘ bird’s eye view" of the Navy,
and more copious ones for the Biography of STEPHEN DECA-
TUR. The work was commenced some time previous to the
disastrous event which terminated the brilliant career of that un-~
surpassed Naval Tactician, and gallant Ocean Warriour.

As he comumcenced his naval life with the commencement of the
Nary, it became necessary to blend with the memoir, the most
signal events of the naval warfare with the French Republic, al-
though Ae then acted in a minor stztion.

In the expeditions to the Mediterranean, and the great achieve-
ments in that renowned sea, in the admioistration of Mr. Jer-
¥ERSON, Decatur was constantly in the van «f our equadrons;
and gallantly led in almost every daring and glorious achieve-
ment. It therefore became ncce:<dry to be somewhat minule in
describing them. The materials from which his decds and these

achievements are detailed, are chiefly derived from memorasnda
g
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gathered by the writer for some years past, from the officers of
the American Squadros, with some of whom, he has enjoyed the
houour, the pleasure, and the instruction of some acquaintance.
Of the authenticity of heir modest, yet precise communications,
mot a moments doubt can be entertained.  As no quotations are
made from any publications extant, no references are made to
them.

The facts and incidents of Commodore Decatur’s more recent
life, were derived from persdnal intercourse with gentlemen of
the Navy--cofamunications from obliging correspondents, and
those invaluable publications ¢ NiLes' WEEKLY REGISTER™
and the “ ANALEcTIc MAGAZINE,” to which every American
reader, and writer, are so essentially indebted, as repositeries of
the most important and interesting FAcTS.

The writer is sensible that the great leading events of Deca-
tur’s Life, and of the American Navy, are familiar with many
readers; butif by blending with them incidents not generally
known, he has rendered new things familiar, and by his manner
of detail he has rendered familiar things new, he will have ac-
vomplished the object of this volume.

The volume is offered to the reader, not “with frigid indiffer-
ence” as to commendation or censure; and if the same indul.
gence is extended to this, as to the other hasty production of the

writer, ‘his gratification will be augmented.

THE AUTHOR.
HarTrFORD, JANUARY 8, 1821.

&
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LIFE AND CHARACTER

or

STEPHEN DECATUR, &C.

CHAPTER 1.

[INTRODUGTORYX. ]

Naval Heroes identified with Naval Glory—Commercial enter-
prise of Americans—British jealousy against American Colo-
nies— First dawning of Naval Glory amongst Americans—Con-
stellation of Ocean- Warriours—STEPBEN DECATOR.

STEPHEN DECATUR’S name and glory are so
inseparably identified with that of the Axerican Navy,
that it is almost impossible to contemplate the high re-
pown of the last, without associating with the exhilira-
ting reflection, the splendid and unsurpassed achieve-
ments of the first. Decatur and the navy (if the figure
is allowable) went on from infancy, hand in hand; sup-
ported and supporting—** growing with each others
growth, and strengthening with each othera strength,”
until they both acquired the dignified and noble attitude
of manhood.

Until the avspicions era of seventeen hundred and
ninely-eight, Americans themselves scarcely knew that
the Republic had a naval force, and in that memorable

2



14 LIFE OF

year, Steraen DecarTur commenced his naval career.
In the naval warfare with France, and it was nothing
else but naval warfare, the glory of the infant Ameri-
can navy burstupon the world like the sun-beam through
a dark and lowering cloud. This coustituted the first
period ofthe navy and of Decatar’s naval life.

The warfare with the Barbary powers, especially
with Tripoli, again called into action the decreasing en-
ergy of the American navy, and the increasing ardour
of our naval officers and seamen. The glory of ournavy,
and the achievements of our officers resounded through
the three great continents bordering upon the Mediter-
ranean, the greatest and most renowned of seas.~ This
constituted the second period of the navy. It com-
menced with the nineteenth century, and was the bril-
liant commencement of Decatur’s renown,

The second war between the American Republic and
the British Empire, formed the third period of our na-
vy, and the rapid and splendid progression of Decatur’s
fame.

The short naval warfare with Algiers which imme-
diately followed the conclusion of the war with Britain,
presented Decatur to the world in the two-fold capacity
of Conquerour and Negociator. It augmented the re-
nown of the American navy—it was the complete con.
summation of his glory. As Navy Commissioner, he
displayed the knowledge he had acquired in active ser-
vice.

This rapid glance from the commencement to the
termination of these imperfect Sketches, is made, to
elucidate the reasons for the manner in which the work
will be attempted. If a biographical memoir may be
compared to a perspective parnting, it will be the de-
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sizh of the writer to keep Steruex Ducarur upon the
tfore-ground, andin the relicf, to preseat slight vicws of
the **origin, prograss wd achievements nf the JAmert-
can navy.”’  Whether the delincations will be corvect,
aund the Lizhts and shades jndicions, must of course be
left to the piaiu, unostentatious observer, and to be
acute, fastidious, and acrimonious connolsseur. Howev-
er grateful approbution might be to the writer, he is
fully determined not to be carried to any high degree
of elevation by commendation, nor sunk to the least
degree of dejection by censure. As he is confident he
cannet give entire satisfaction to himself, he has little
bope of imparting it to the reader.

The thir-t for xaviL cLoRry, unconnected with the
rapid accumulation of wealth, could hardly be said to
constitute a prominent feature of the American charac-
ter, until system and order was introduced into the

- American pavy, during the administrations of the vene-
rable Jory Apaus and Tromas JEFFERsoN. A spirit
of commercial enterprise, without a parallel amongst
ancient or modern nations, had indeed, for a long pe-
riod before, rendered America the second nation in the
world, in point of commercial importance. But this
wac tite result of individual exertion and not of national
potrzaage. The ocean, the great natural highway of pa-
tions, invited Americans to whiten its bosom with their
canvass. Even before the British crown began to en-
croach upon the rights of its American colonies, the
tho'1sands of American merchant ships were navigating
every sea. The productions of every clime, from
China to California, were ponred into the lap of the ri-
sing colonies. The hardy and intrepid seamen of
America were seen in every ocean. They were seen
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amidst the terrifying waves of the North, encountering
the tremendous whale, whose evolutions and spoutings
would seem to appal the stoutest heart. Esen a dis-
tinguisbed British admiral, who, for amusement, had
joined an American whaling party, was lost in astonish-
ment at the advenrturous.spirit of American seamen, and
lost his fortitude in the threatening danger that surroun-
ded him. ‘

American seamen were also seen, enduring the blast-
ing rays of an equinoctial sun, and bearing home to their
country all the varied productions of the tropical re-
gions. Wherever a ship could navi'gate oceans, our
energetic and dauntless navigators led the van in pav-
igating enterprise. It is readily acknowledged that at
this early period of the history of our country in its
rapid progress to national glory, our merchants and
seamen thought of little else than the rapid accumula-
tion of wealth. Bat let it never be forgotten, that our
countrymen, by these pursuits, were adding practical
knowledge, to the theory of navzgation—fearless intre-
pidity, to scientific acquirements.

The British nation, for a long period before its dead-
ly jealonsy commenced a systematic oppression o
its American children, was the almost undisputed mis-
tress of the ocean. She claimed that she had wrested
the trident of Neptune from his hands, and that the
four continents ought to be tributary to her wealth and
power. That government, ever watchful of national
glory, and as its handmaid, ever insatiable in amassing
national wealth, looked with a suspicious eye upon the
American colonies, although they constituted the most
brilliant gem in the British diadem. When the infat-
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uated policy of Britain drove them into a contest with
the mother-country, every thing considered, the most
powerful nation in the world, the confederatod stutes had
not asingle armed vessel floating upon the ocean.  Bat
they had the most accomplished navigators, and the most
intrepid seamen. ltwas however, no time to commence
the establishment of a naval force.  The country and
its resources, were literally in possession of its impla-
cable enemy, when that tremendous and awf{ully une-
gnal contest commenced which terminated in the most
glorious revolution of the eighteenth century.

But, during the sanguinary progress of the revolu-
tionary struggle, the latent sparks of that blaze of glo-
ry which now envelopes the Axerican Navy, elicited
themselves with the most eiheermg brilliancy. It was
not that systematic, regulated courage, v hich for the
last quarter of a century has led our naval heroes to
certain victory. 1t was not the majestic course which
nosw marks our ships and our flzets, as the orbits point
out the course of the planets—it was rather like the
comet, whose ecceatric course and flaming fuce defy
calculation, excile wonder and raise fear,

Whoald the limit: and the design of this work permit,
I might carry the read:r along through the whole
glhomy period ot the reveobitionary strugsle, and <how,
that with means appirrently wholly incflicient, the na-
zal sprrit of Ammericans, evinced it<oif in o manoer cal-
culated to excite the unbounded admiration ot their
friends, and the fearful apprehensiors of their encnie:,
But -t ma-t not here be omitted thit the *« Old Con-
gr»‘;:;” took measures us early as 17706,to estublish a

naval force, when the rcsources of the country were
0 *
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next to nothing. With a few little ships, which grew
up, as if by magic, and which seemed like rade intru-
ders upon the ocean, a Barry, a Manly, a Biddle, a
Jones, and a Preble, spread consternation amongst the
enemy, and for themselves acqnired fame, lusting as
immortality. Particulars must here be omitted ; but
the inquisitive reader may readily find them in the
publications of that period. .

We approach now toward that auspicious epoch in’
the history of the American Republic, when the Grand
Coancil of the nation literally tegan the navy of the
Republic—for there was not, twenty-five years ago, a
single vestige remaining of the naval force commenced
in the wur of the Revolution. It was in this navy, that
the brilliant constellation of gallant ocean heroes arose
with a splendour that illumines the modern history of
the Republic.

In the midst of this consteliation, STEPHEN DECA-
TUR shines with resplendant glory,—a star of the first
magnitude. To delineate his life and character, it is
readily admitted reqires the hand of a master. The
writer approaches the task with a trembling solicitude, -
most sensibly felt, but wholly indescribable. Relying,
however, upon that indulgence and candour, which has
given to his ** Mexoirs’ of one ofthe first ornaments of
the Aruy of the Republic* a favourable reception, he
will endeavour to present his countrymen a faithful and
accurate portrit of one who was the first ornament of
the Ainerican Navy.

* Gen. Andrew Jackson.
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CHAPTER IL

Decatur’s birth——Birth-places-—Ditference bhetween beginning
and ending grest names—Briel natice of Decatur’s ancestors
—His father, one of the original Pust-Captainsin the American
Navy—Dedication ol his sons to the Republic—The inestima-
ble value of the Legacy.

STEPHEN DECATUR, who, from the humble
birth of a Midshipmaa, rose to the highest grade of
office yet established in the Navy of the American Re-
public, was born upon the Eastern Shore of Maryland,
Worcester county, upon the 6th day of January, A,
D. 1779,

Although to the general scholar, the precise time,
and the certain place where a distinguished man was
born, or educated, or where he first exemplified indi-
cations of his future greatness, seem to he of but little
impbrtance. yet these points have been contested with
such an aoyielding stobbornoess by the ancient and
modern Hterati, that they assume a factitious conse-
quence, which, intrinsically seems not to belong to
_ them. ’

A place that derives all its coneequence from the
birth of one great man, who first inhaled air in it,
may well contend for that frail ¢lsim to local honour—
frail it well ray be called ; for surely itac;mnnt be
perceived how the birth of a great man, who has secu-
red a title to lasting fame by hi= own science, genius,
or heroism, can impart fame to the place of his nativity,
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any more than the glory of a man’s ancestors can im-
mortalize his descendants. But every traveller must
visit the place of a great man’s birth, however obscure
it may be,.

No country upon earth, within the period of the two
Tast centuries, which limits the age of ¢civilized Ameri-
ca, can brast of a more extended catalogue of great men
In the State, the Cilurch, the Army, the Navy, and in
the walks of Literature and Science, than ours. But
when we come to trace their places of birth ; the se-
minaries where they obtained the rudiments of knowl-
edge, or completed their education, and the ancestors
to whom they trace their origin, it will be found that a
very great proportion of the most distinguished men of
our Republic, came into existence in some of the most
obscure villages of our new country—were educated in
the most humble schools, and can trace their gene-
alogy to some of the most obscure citizens of our Re-
public.

It is usual with the writers of Biography to give,
sometimes a brief, and oftentimes a prolix sketch of the -
ancestors of the snhject of his memoirs. This may
serve to eke out a velume ; and, for want of interesting
incidents in the life of the subject of 1it, he may inter-
lard it with matter wtolly extraneons. It may serve
another purpose—it may gratify the pride of fimily
aristocracy, who exhibitthe archives of their ancostors
as evidence of their o vo merit, azd by the aid of her-
aldry, displdy splendid coats of arms in the family hall,
Itis aimost enocgh to exrite the adwmiration of an Eng-
lish reader to be told that some of the blood of the Tu-



STEPHEN DECATUR. 21

dors or Stxarts® is coursing stuggishly through the
veins of the modern hero of & memoir ; and although
the present legitimate princes of the British empire
have but little legitimute blood amongst their subjects,
it would undoubtedly be highly gratifying to learn that
ke can clain consanguinity, or even some afhoity with
the house of Brunswick.t

The American reader, however much he may desire
it, can seldom be gratified, in tracing a lengthened gene-
alogy of his distinguished countrymen. [t may well be
doubted whether ary of the original European inhabi-
tants of Marylend, the native, and Pennsylvania, the
adopted stute of Decatur, or indeed of any other of the
ancient colonies, even thought of bringing acrose the
Atluntic, any family archives, or any evidence of family
ancestry. Ardent in the pursuit of civil and religious
liberty, they little cared about proving their descent from
an arbitrary royal family, or a degenerated nobility who
had deprived them of both. Indeed, it may be doubt-
ed whether our ancestors had any noble blood, except-
ing that noble blood which rouses all true Amerieans,
and Englishmen too, to revoltat civil and ecclesiastical
tyranny. QOur ancestors were not amongst the favour-
ites of the courts of the Churleses, the Japeses or the
Georges ;—they generally consisted of the highest and
best informed class of the sturdy yeomanry, who chose
rather to encounter the dangers of the ocean, and all
the appalling horrour: of Indian warfare, than to submit
to the abused prerogative of a crown, or the arrogance

*Ancient reigning families in England.
+ The present reigning family in the British Empire.
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of an insolent high church priesthood. - They: came
here to begin a Republic, and to begin their own names :
and surely it is far more gratifying to see a new-born
republic, rising in strong majesty, than to behold an.
cient Vempires and kingdoms tottering to their fall, It
is also infinitely more gratifying to behold the present
generation of Americans beginning names for them-
selves, than to see them ending those that were render-
ed illustrious by their ancestors.

These hasty remarks are not made with a view of
extirpating from the breast that noble sentiment which
induces the descendants of great Statesmen, Heroes,
and Scholars, to cherish, venerate and defend the fame
of their ancestors ; but toimpress the idea thus forci-
bly expressed by one of the master painters of human
nature ;—

* The deeds of long descended ancestors,
Are but by grace of imputation ours.”

The reader rary be led to suppose from the preced-
ing remarks, that Decatar was of the humblest origin,
and that the obscurity of his family is about to be men-
tioned ib order t5 increase the lustre of his own achieve-
ments.  Noi so,—the object was Lo impress upon the”
miad of the yot'iu! reader, a sentiment which ought
to be uncewiu ly reiterated throngh the Republic,
that the princiyl2 of family aristocrucy, prostrates the
vory genins of our constitution.  The rising youth of
America should scorn to repose in listless inactivity,—
riot in the weaith, or bask in the fame of their ances-
tors. Nothing but persenal merit, and deeds of actual
renown, entitles a man to be enrolled with worthies, or
hold a niche in the temple of fame.
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" How ignoble would Stepnen and Janes Drcartur
have appeared, if, instead of devoting themselves to
their country, and achieving deeds of glory as the foun-
dation of their own fame, they had supinely reposed up-
on the high rank and reputation of their gallant father ?

The family of Decatur was of French extraction in
the paternal line—aupon the maternal side, it was of
Irish extraction. Could it be indulged i a biograph-
ical memoir, what a capacious field is here opened to
‘* expatiate free” upon the prominent characteristics
of Frenchmen and Irishmen? We might paint the chiv-
alrous gallantry of the one, and the ardent and roman-
tic courage of the other—we can only say, they both
were most happily and gleriously united in Stephen
Decatar—ander the name of an American.

His grandfather was a npative of La Rochelle, in
France, celebrated for the refinement and taste which
prevails in the large cities of that captivating and charm-
ing country. Although amongst the early emigrants
from Eurcpean nations, Frenchmen included but a
small proportion, many of the most distingnished men
of the middle and southern states can trace their ori-
gin to that people. The same cause that drove English-
men, Scotsmen, Irishmen, Germans, &c. to the New
World—civil and ecclesiastical oppression, also com-
pelled some of the persecuted *Hugonots in France,
to seek an' asyluin in America, which has most em-
phatically been denominated ‘¢ The asylum of oppressed
humanity.” What were the motives of Decatur’s an-

* Vide, the phthetic accounts of the sanguinary persecution of
the Hugonots by the Papal power.
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cestors to emigrate, i lost in the oblivious-shade that is
spread over that interesting period of our history. He
"landed in Rhode I<land, a state which ewes it8 existence
to an high sense of religious liberty.

Having soon discovered the excellence of a,gover'n\’-'
ment where freedom of thought, freedom of speech
and freedom of the press had dissipated the monkish
gloom and sullen terror which enveloped and chained
the human mind in the regions where a subtil; aspiring,
corrupt, and detestable priesthood held dominion, he
relinquished all {dea of ret‘urning to his native land—
‘married a lady of Rhode Island, and settled at Newport,
situated upon the most charming island bordering upon
the American continent.

It was here that Stephen Decatur, the father of our
hero was born. What were the pecuniary circumstan-
ces of this fumily, at this period is unknown to the wri-
ter, and 1s of but little consequence to the reader.
That adventurous spirit, which characterises the name
of Decatur, induced him, in early life, to remove to
the city of Philadelphia, the metropolis of the then
American colonies. Having previously become ac-
quainted, and enamoured with the ocean, he resorted
to that element as the theatre of his exertions, his for-
tune and his fame.

From what has previously been said, the reader will
not here expect abiographical notice of the distinguish<
ed father of the suabject of these Sketches. His life
deserves the record of a much abler hand than that
which is now attempting to portray that of his gallant
and illustrious son. ' A mere miniatare will only be
attempted. He entered into the matrimonial state



STEPHEN DECATUR. 25

early in life before the fine feeling of an affectionate
heart had been cooled by intercourse with a deceitful,
friendless, and cruel world. His bosom compunion
was the danghter of ap Irish geatleman by the name of
Pine. Having been previously instructed in the theo-
ry of navigation, he commenced his naatical life in the
merchants’ service at that auspicious period when
commercial enterprize was the sure passport to sudden
wealth. But its fascinating charms had no attractions
for the elder Stephen Decatur, when put in competi-
tion with naval glory. No sooner had our infant navy
embraced the ocean, than his ardent spirit led him,
amon:gsl the very first of the nuval heroes of 1798, to
tender his services to his country. Let it be remem-
bered that at that period, the Repulilic had no comman-
ders who had distinguished themselves—America was
not even ranked with naval powers. It therefore re-
quired a devotion to country which must border upon
the romantic, to engage in a service apparently so preg-
nant with difficalfy and hazard.

Notwithstanding the blaze of glory which now en-
circles our naval officers, it is no more than justice to
the first class of naval commanders to say that they
share equally in the glory acquired for the Republic
by our paval achievements. They were the first
teachers of that admirablc :ystem—that inimitable disci-
pline,—that unequalled police which has ever distin-

_guished the American navy. Ask the gallant ocean
warriours of the second war between the Republic and
the British Empire, where they acquired that unparal-
1leled nautical skill which is as necessary as dauotless
tourage—and they will refer you to the school of Taux-

’ 3
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ron, the senior DecaTur, and his cotemporaries ; and
afterwards to Presre and his coadjutors.

The elder Decatur was ' first appointed to the com-
mand of the Delaware sloop of war, and continued in
the same command, until the patriotic merchants of
Philadelphia presented to their country a noble frigate
named after that noble city. It may almost be said that
she was built for the Decaturs, for she was first com-
manded by the father in the naval warfare with France,
who lived to see her destroyed by the soun, whenin the
hands of a Tripolitan Bashaw. He continued in the
command of the Philadelphia, teaching his gallant, crew
the path to certain victory, and protecting American
commerce from French depredations. At the conclu-
sion of peace with France he resigned his command,
and retired to the bosom of his beloved family near the
city of Philadelphia. Here this veteran son of Nep-
¢:tn - beheld from year to_year the rising glory of the
navy-—and, what consummatedihis temporal felicity, the
fame of his beloved sons, Stephen and James. Sitting
between them at a public naval dinner, a few years be-
fore his death, he was congratulated by some of the
guests upon the happiness he enjoyed in his family.
Turning his animated eyes, alternately toward his two
sons, and uttering forth the sentiments of his noble and
* Oyr CHILDREN—

patriotic heart he exclaimed,
THEY ARE THE PROPERTY OF OUR COWNTRY,”
timent that would have done honour to the Decii of
Rome, and which led them to die for the Republic.
The eyes of his sons beamed with the ardour of filial
affection—their hearts swelled with patriotism—the.
guests were electrified with joy. The noble veteran

a sen-
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retired from a scene-alnost too joyons to be endured.
He lived to lament the death of his son James—ended
his active and patriotic libours in the year 1803, and
closed a life which rendered him lamented and honour-
ed in death.

Thus much, and thus anly, vin here be said of the life
of the father of Stephen Decatar. Iesleeps with the
great and good men who have shed a lustre upon the
history of the Republic. His memory will be cherish-
ed and held in foud remembrance by eur countrymen,
as well for his own exalted worth, as for the inestimable
legacy he left his country is giving it two sons who em-
ulated his virtnes—pursued the path ke pointed out to
fame—clothed themselves with laurels of unfading
splendour, and essentially advanced the glory of the
American Republic.

The reader is now, asked for awhile to withdraw his
attention from the beloved and cherished name of the
Decators, and follow the writer while he attempts, im-
perfectly, to give a brief view of the origin and pro-
gress of the American Navy until that period when Ste-
rusN DrcaTur, the leading subject of these Sketches,
entered into the service of his country as a Midshipman.
From that period, to the day of his death, his biography
maust necessarily be blended with brief notices of the
progress and achievemfents of our navy. His spirit
seemed to be infused into every breast that was led
upon the mijghty deep in our cc;nquering ships. He
seemed to be the genius of Victory, hovering over our
floating bulwarks, and shedding its radiance even in the
hour of disaster.
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CHAPTER Il

Extinction of Naval Power and Naval Spirit at the close of the -
Revolution—A Seventy-four presented to Louis XVI.—Con-
jecture concerning her—Astonishing effects of NAvAL Powgr
—~—Encroachments upon American Commerce.and humiliation
of American Seamen—Act of Congress 1794 for building six
Frigates—Enthusiasm - excited by it—Frigate Constitution—
Achievements of Truxton, Little &c.—Anecdotes of the eldef
Decatur and Tryon—Midshipman Stephen Decatur.

When the war of the Revolution ended id the ac-
knowledgment of American Independence, the civil
fathers of the Republic bad a duty no less arduous to
perform in the Cabinet, than her gallant army had
achieved and just concladed in the field. It would be
but repeating, what the writer attempted to remark
upon this subject in another publication*—it is there-
fore introduced in this place.

“ Destitute of a government of their own making; -
they had before them the lights of antiquity, and the
practical knowledge of modern ages.” With the scruti-.
nizing research of statesmen, and the calm dulibera:
tion of philosophers, they proceeded to establish 4 con-
stitution of Civil Government, as the supreme law of
the land. The establishment of this Constitution 1s,
perhaps, without a parallel in the history of the civili-
zed world. It was not the unresisted mandate of a
successful usurper, nor was it a government imposed -

* Vide Memoirs of Jackson, p. 13, 5th edition.
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upon the people by a victorious army. It was dig est
ed by profound statesmen, who aimed to secure all the
rights of the people who had acquired them, by their
toil, their courage, and their patriotism. They aimed
also to give to the government, sufficient energy to
command respect.

To the people of the American Republic, a consti-
tution was presented for their deliberation, and for
their adoption. It was adopted, not with entire una-
aimity. but by a majority of the people, sufficiently re-
spectable to give its operation a promising commence-
ment. The people, having emancipated themselves
from the power of a British monarch—having suceess-
fully resisted liis lords and his commons, looked with
jealousy upon those who were called to the exercise of
the power which they had themselves delegated to
their owe countrymen. The excellency of the con-
stitution was tested by the practical application of its
principles ; and the patriotism nnd integrity, of all the
early officers who derived their power from it, were
acknowledged by their admiring countrymen.”

These great statesmen were called upon, not to di-
rect the resources of the country, for resources she
had none : they were called upon to create them, and
then apply them to the proper objects. Se far as na-
tional power, depends upon n:tional wealth, the con-
federated states were a: feeble as a reed shaken by
the wind. Involved in debt without a treasury—the
veteran soldiers of the revolution yet hleeding, and
their toils unrewarded—the commerce of the country
almost swept from the ocean, by the ruthless carnage
of a Vandal foe—our country depredated and cities

3%
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burned, all, all presented to the eye and to the imagi-
nation of our ancestors a dreary and outspread scene
of desolation. Lo

At the conclusion of the revolutiorary struggle, the
few little ships that had performed such romantic, and
chivalrous deeds of noble daring, were converted into
merchantmen. At this period, a single Seventy-four
had been built and fitted for sea, designed for that prod-
igy of a man, Paul Jones, previously mentioned.- A
line of battle ship in the navy of France, having been
wrecked upon the American coast, our grateful fore--
fathers, as one acknowledgement to Louis XVI. the
only crowned head in Europe who ever looked upon
America except with an eye of jealousy or fear, pre- -
gented this ship to that best and most unfortunate of the-
Bourbons.

It is left to vague and undefined conjecture, what
results would have been produced had rhis ship of the
line been retained by our government. T hat nnsatisfi-
ed cupidity, that insatiable thirst for wealth, which like -
the daughters of the horse-leach, continually cry,
‘“ give, give’’ and which pervaded so completely the
bosoms of Americans at this period, might have soffer-
ed her to moulder away in our waters, and never have
hoisted the ‘star spangled banner” upon her mast.
If the writer may be permitted to conjecture for him-
self, he wonld express an opinion diametrically oppo-
site. Some rising and ardent Decatur of that period,.
would bave sought for the command of her—he would
have made her the floating seminary for the instruction
of American seamen, in naval tactics —~—frigates and
sloops of war would have growa up around her, as a
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rallying point ; and the fi1st spoliation upon our rapidly
increasing commerce would have met with a prompt
and vindictive chastisement.

But Awmerican commerce was Ieft to the fate, doomed
to be inflicted upon it by the belhgerent powers of Eu-
rope. Yes, the same powers, which, toward the close
of the last quarter of the -eighteenth century, preyed
upoa our merchants with fearless impuanity, now, at
pearly the close of the first quarter of the ninet-enth
century, dare not pollute the deck of the humblest
American craft that ploughs the ocern.

But it was necessary for American statesmen in the
dawn of our pational greatness, as it is now, when it
is rising toward its meridian splendour; to conform their
measures to the actual state of the country. It is
wholly in vain to attempt to force afree and intelligent
peopie into the adoption of measures which they can-
not ag prove without surrendering the physical power
théy possess, abd cannot execute without a sacrifice of
ther real or sopposed interests. When our ancestors
first began to recover from the ronvulsive shock of the
revolution, they little thought of providing defence
against fatare invasions of our rights upon our acknow-
ledged territory, or vpon the ocean, the great highway
of all nations. Having thoroughly learned the evil: of
a large standing army, in time of peace, they reluctantly
retained the scanty pittance of a military force, scarcely
sufficient to-supply the few garrisons then scattered
over our immense country.

But neval power and naval men is what is embraced
in the object of this work. It would be a theme upon
which we might expatiate with all the rapture of in-
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creasing delight to trace the origin and progress of that
tremendous and resistléss power which ancient and
modern nations have created for themselves upon the
ocean. From the ancient Carthage, to England; w:hi(_:lin
has not inaptly been called the modern Carthage, we
might show how nations small in territory and popula-
tion,—without the means of extending dominion, and
scarcely able to protect themselves by land defences;
have rolled on from conquest to conquest, and made im-
mense empires how and become tributary to the wood-
en walls of naval prowess. How came Holland once,-
and England now, to wield the sceptre of power in the
East and in the West Indies, and fill their coffers with
their treasure ?—by their naval power. How came
Spain, in the reign of Philip, to menace, and all but
conquer England herself, in the reign of Elizabeth 7—
by her naval power, It was the elements that defeated
the Spanish armada, on the coast of England, as Nelson,
in a single day conquered France and Spain at Trafal-,
gar.* How has it come to pass that the best portions
of Asia have lost their ancient dominion, and-are now
colonies of European nations "—By naval power. Pa:
ges might be swelled with this ¢ swelling theme.”” But,
rapidly to anticipate what will hereafter be more mi-
nutely noticed. What preserved the immense territory
of the West from the desolations of a Vandal army which-

* A very humorous poem of this period makes Admiral Ville-
neuve thus express himself :—
“ Bonow, mes sages sirs, we must give up de notion,
And let England peaceably govern de ocean,
As old Neptune wont grant us the rule of de sea,
He may give his damn’d pitchfork to Nelson for me.”
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seemed to be irresistible, in the second war with Bri-
tain ? The naval pawer upeon Lake Erie. \Vhat pro-
tected the wide and wealthy regions of the North, in
the same war, from the ravazes of an insatiable foe?
The naval power upon Lake Champlain.  And to fill
the climax, to do justice to. which would require ““ ¢
muse of five to ascend the highest heaven of tnvention,”
what made the cross of St. George and the Turkish
Crescent bow to American prowess —The naval power.

“The profound sagacity, and wary policy of American
Statesmen, who sat the intricate machine of govern-
ment in operation under cur Republican Constitution,
well understood the overwhelming bankruptcyio which
the British empire was sinking, or rather sunk, by her
immense naval force. They sought to bestow upon
their beloved Republic richer blessings than the bles-
sing of national debt. No human sagacity, however,
could, at that time, foresee that American commerce
would zoon become the direct road to sudden national
wealth, although they must have known that an exten-
ded commerce could not long be protected, without a
naval force, nor a paval force be supported withnut
commerce. Engzland, the imperious, and then undis-
puted mistress of the ocean, wielding the trident of
Neptune over every sea, beheld American canvass in
every latitude. Her jealousy was roused. Her arm-
ed ships searched our vessel< for ¢ contraband good-,”
tmpressed our seamen, and immured them in their
¢ floating dungeons >’ Other petty naval powers,
whose power on the ocean is now merged with that of
Britain, the naval dictutor of, because the most power-
fal nation iz, Europe, followed her example of aggree-
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sion, as feeble whappets follow in the train of a ferocious
mastiff. The pride of Amzrican seamen, arising from
the national glory of America acquired in the glorious
revolution, was compelled to succumb to the mandate-
of every puny whipster who could shew a gun upon his
deck. It was not voluntary submission, but submission:
‘“ ex necessitate rei,”—the necessity of the case,—a
most painful necessity. ‘ \

The national resources had been almost exclusively
derived from individual - wealth—and that wealth had
for years been committed to the ocean as the road to
immediate wealth. Other nations, which were conten-
ding for dominion vpon land and upon water, for a con--
siderable period, lost sight of the advancing wealth,
and, as a consequence, national power of ihe Ameri-
can Republic. Contending for crowns which sat loose-
ly upon the fearful heads that sustaived their ponder-
ous weight, and dreading to see them full, these nations,
although contending with each other, seemed to unite
in trying to blast the growing power of America.

The Barbary powers, whose corzairs hovered over
that portion of the ocean where some part of cur en-
terprizsing merchantmen were pursuing their lucrative
business, plundered their vessels, and made slaves of
their crews. The greater commercial nations, with
more power, and also with more humanity, endeav-
oured to extirp;xte,Américan conmerce, and check the
rapid progress of American wealtin. They possessed
naval power, of which our Republic was then destitute,
Qur patriotic rulers, as soon as they found our conutry
In possession of the means adequate to the hard task of
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supporting our natural rights upon the ocean, begun to
devise ** ways and means” to do it.

It would require more pages than the limits of this
volume will admit, to epitomatize the diversified argu- .
ments resorted to by the most eminent of American
statesmen, in favor of, and against an eflicient naval
power. Some of them locked upon the ‘‘thousand
armed ships’’ of England and despaired. They saw
also the Russian, French, Spanish, and Danish fleets
and dismissed all hopes of ever coping with any naval
power. But WasmineTox was still alive ; and guiding
the high destinies of our Republic in peace, as he had
done in the war of the Revolution. His prescience
readily suggested to bis great mind the indlspensible
necessity of a naval force to protect our extensive and
extending commerce. Negociation, to be sure, had
obtained some indemnification for spoliations upon it ;
but the most successful negociations have always been
made at the mouth of the cannon. Our rulers could
no longer endure the thought, that our citizend, who
had seught an ** home upon the deep,” should become
victims to every prince who could send out a few crui-
sers, with a rapacious crew. They were determined
that American citizens, pursuing a lawful commerce
upon the ocean, should, as they ought, be protected
there, as others pursuing lawful business on land. This
was Dot the gasconading threat of a nurse who only
brandishes the rod before the eyes of a truant child,
without daring to strike ; it was the decisive language
of a parent, having a right to command, and power suf-
ficient to enforce his decrees.

The year 1794, the auspicious period which laid
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the foundation of our naval power, ought to be com-
memorated with equal enthusiasm as that of 1776,
which made the declaration and laid the foundation for
American Independence. The first hull of a frigate
that was laid by our government, was the key-stone to
the trinmphant arch of American glory. If fancy
might be indulged upon a subject which needs not its
fictitious aid, we might see Neptune approaching our
shores, and surrendering his trident to the banners of
Columbia, when the first American frigate was launch-
ed into the bosom of the deep. The writer, then a
boy, may hope to be indulged for expressing now the
enthusiasm he felt, when he beheld the frigate Consri-
TuTioN launched from a Boston ship-yard. This uotu-
tored enthusiasm was occasioned, not by knowing then,
the immeasurable power of a navy, but from the im-
mense assemblage of animated citizens who witnessed
the animating scene. They might have exclaimed—
¢ There is one of our protectors upon the ocean—
while she swims, she will not only protect our indi-
vidual wealth, but she will manfully sustain our gation- -
alrights upon the waves.”” What might have then been
prophesy, is now history.

Proceediag with that caution and judgment which
must mark the course of our rulers, they authorised
the building of only four frigates of forty-four guns,
and two of thirty-six. The amount of the force, was
infinitely of less importance than the recognition of the
principle, that a naval force was necessary for the pro-
tection of our territory and our commerce. The el-
der Stephen Decatur was amongst the first Post-Cap-
taing who were appointed to command our infant navy.
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An opportunity was offered in the short war which oc.
curred in the alministration of Adams, between Ame-
ricaand France, to call into operation our naval force.
Indeed that war was nothing but naval wartare.

It is readily admitted that the achicvements of sin-
gle ships or tl-ets, in the bloody und desperate contests
which invariahly {llnw upon the meeting of forces
nearly cqral, sheds a lustre upon the officers and sea-
men, and even upen the names of the vessels engaged
in them, which 1= seldom awarded to the less brilliant,
although po less valoable protection which is afforded
to merchant vessels by public armed ships. The Ame-
ricun navy was commenced for the purpose of extend-
ing protecilon to American commerce, and not to en-
croach upon commercial riglts upon the ocean. But
when naval warfare became necessary to accomplish
the great objects of our administration in extablishing a
navy, our-early Fost- Captair s did not shrink from what
was then deemed a doubtfal contest.

The achievements of the gallant and skilful Trux-
Tox and LirtLE ought never to be forgotten, although
their splendid victories in the war of 1798 with France
have almos:t been buried in oblivion, in the splendour
of the victories acquired by the pupifs of the first list
of our naval commanders ; yet, when Americans ccase
to hold their early:decd+ in our naval history in fund re-
membrance, they will forget the first victory upon the
ocean, which stimulated American youth to search for
fame upon that cl:ment. The eulozy of I'rugton is not
so often to be fonnd in the records of corporation din-
ners—vot: : of tharnks—presentation of swords, and the
assemblages of an adwniring populace, as those of his

4
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gallant followers in naval warfare who so richly de-
served every honour and reward which a grateful and
protected country have bestowed upon: them. But
Americans could not then duly appreciate the value and”
importance of naval protection, and as to the ingrati-
tude of Republics it has become proverbial, »

When Truxton in the Constellation compedled the
superior French frigate Insurgente to strike her flag,-
the naval power of the French empire almost vanished,
and that of America commenced. When he maintained’
a contest with a line of battle ship, through a long nighf-
battle, and compelled her to seek for safety by flight,
her commander not then knowing his antagonist, de-
clared, that ¢ he must have been an American ; for no
other people on earth could load so rapidly,—fire so
accurafely,—and fight so desperately.”

The elder Decatur, in the mean time, with his gal-
lant associates in the severalships under their command,
were sweeping marauding picaroons from the ocean,
and convoying our richly laden merchantmen to their
destined ports. Besides the immense amount of indi-
vidual property thus saved to the owners, the reve-
nue alone arising to the government from this source,
amounted to a sum greater than the whole expense of
building and supporting the navy, up to that period, If
this fact does not appeal to the lovers of national glory,
it surely must to the worshippers of individual and
national wealth. .

However rapidly we wish to glide over this subject,
and trace the younger Decatur in his career of naval _
glory, we ought again to pause and offer up a tribute of
undissembled admiration to the old veteran ocean-war-
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riours, who amidst perils that woull seem to appal the
very Genius of Victory herself, pointed out the path
to America that g0 shortly has led her almost to the #e-
nith of nationa! greatocss.  The world at that time was
literally girdled with flonting batteries, and all scemed
to be pointed at our immense commerce and our hum-
ble nary. Nelsor derlaved that in this little germ of
aaval power he saw the future rival of Britain.  Pride,
and fear, and avarice, all conspired towish and attempt
‘an-extermination of our gallant infant navy. Even at
this period, although at peace with Englind, and fight-
ing our worst enemy, an insolent admiral, commanded
the gallant and vigilant T'ryon of Connecticut, and then
commandiog the ship Connecticut to ** come under his
lee” as a token of submission, or an acknowledgment
of inferiorily. He instantly cleared his ship for action,
and ordered all hands to quarters. The admiral sent
an officer on board to know whether the order was
heard, and if so, why it was not obeyed. * It was
beard’ said Capt. Tryon,  and the reason why it was
not obeyed, you readily perceive, is, that all my bands
are at quarters, ready to defend this ship.” Either
fear or admiration prevented a repetition of the order,
and the little ship rode on the windward side of the ad-
miral with her peak up, and her banners waving.

- In the first cruise the elder Decatur made in the fri-
gate Philadelphia, he found she did mot sail so swift as
he wished. Asshe wasapproaching toward her station,
she was descried at a distance by Capt. Tryon bearing
toward him. Owigg to thick weather, or some other
cause the Captain did not discover the character of his
approaching visitor, and cleared ship for action. His
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officers and crew were elated at the prospect of a tete
& tete with some Monsieur Capitaine. They were de-
prived of that pleasare and enjoyed that of welcoming
upon the station the noble Philadelphia frigate. After
exchanging the usual civilities Commodore Decatur
asked Captain Tryon “ if his ship was a good sailer ?”
—*“She will sail with French picaroons’’ said Captain
Tryon, < but I do not know how she would sail with
the frigate Philadelphia.”— Are you disprsed to try
it asked the Commodore. * If you please, sir,”
was the answer. The sailing-match was had; and in
the specified time, the little ship Connecticut run the
Philadelphia +“ hull down’” twice. The next day Cap-
tain Tryon and his offizers partook of asplendid dinner
on hoard the Philadelphia, when Commodore. Decatur
jocosely said, “ I'll ex-hinge ships with you Captain
Tryon.”—The younger Decatur at this tims was. ser-
ving as Midshipman in the frigate United States ; and
little thought he should one day destroy his father’s
ship to the harbonr of Tripoli.

Innumerable instances might be mentioned to show
the veteran firmness of the American post-captains and
geamen of that day. Thank heaven the spirits of these
men survive in their snceessors, and, in allusion to them
we may exclium,—-** Amor patrie wvires ocquiret eun-
do.”—The love of country augments its strength as
it advances.
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CHAPTER 1V.

Stephen Decatur’s co v education—Peculiar advantages enjoyed
by bim—Enters tiv frigate United States as \lidshipman 1798
—Promated to Lisutruant—Creaises in the West Indies o zainst
the French—Enters the hriz Norfodk as Tst Licutenant 1790—
sails to the Spanish \lain—Re-enters (vigate United States—
Barharism of French and Spanish to American Seamen—\Vie-
torics of Truxtan, Little, &c.—Humiliation of the Froncl—

" Peace with Fraoce—Rewards for Leroisim, n

Althongh Stephe= Decatur eame into exi-tence on
the <hares of the Ch-sapsake in Marylad, 3 t he can
“hardly be siid to ba anative of that state.  The resi-
dence (éfhis parents far vears before his birth, hail been
in“the city of Philadelphia—a~d thov anly 1-ft it as

many distingrni<hed citizons bad done in conseqiuence of

_the possession of that import ot plage by the British
forces in the war of the revolation. Upon evaraating
it, Decator’s parents retarned to their former residence
there when he was but three mouth= old.

Ip this noble city, which has with much propriety
been called the ¢ Athens of Colambia,” Decatur was
rear~d, educated, and prepared for the important and
splendid sceaes throngh which he was afterwards to
pass. A more cligible sitnation to acquire an accom-
plished education, and dignified deportment, and that

. -ardent spirit of emulation which <timulutcs nobde minds
to noble dreds, can hardly be imagined than that enjoy-
ed by yoang Decatur. His father held the first rank

amongst experienced navigators, and hishouse of course
, £



42 LIFE OF

would be the resort of men the most enterprising and
adventurous. The reader can almost now through the
“ mind’s eye”® behold Stephen and James, suspending
for awhile their literary studies, and rapturously lis-
tening to the narrations of their father, as he occasion-
ally returned from the bosom of the boisterous ocean
to that of his tranquil family. It would natarally direct
their attention to that reading which described ancient
and modern achievements upon the sea. In additionto
the advantages afforded by the best libraries and accom-
plish=d instructors, these aspiring youths, who may be
called the Decatit, had often under their eyes, and of
course uader their admiration, many of the surviving
veterans of the Revolution.  After their ¢ young ideas
had been taught to shoot,”” and their expanded intellects
began to dawn, they were amidst that body of wonderful
and profound statesmen who commeaced the gigantic
Iabour of beginning the Republic under the Coustitu-
tion in 1789. They beheld the majestic form of
WasHINGTON pre’siding with awful solemnity over the
anxious councils of the nation. They witnessed the
rewards and the honours then bestowed upon those
whose wounds and scars were received in the great
struggle for American Independence. They learned
from time to time the encroachments made upon our
commerce ; and they must have heard much of that
daobate, than which, a more important one never occu-
pied the deliberations of our civil fathers :--*“SgaLy THE
Rervsigc HAVE, OR SHALL SHE NOT HAVE a Navv.”
They witneszed, and participated in the rapture which
pervaded ali the great commercial towns in our coun-
try, whean the first keels of our armed ships were laid.
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.- Passing over numerous interesting ncidents in the
early education of these youths (for they canvot yt be
geparated) at the - ages of fifteen and seventcen their
whole views were directed towards the navy, and their
studies calcalated to prepare them for the duties of na-
val stations.

At the earliest organization of the navy, their father,
as previously wentioned, was appointed first to the
comand of a sloop of war, and soon after to that of the
Philadelphia frigate. His sons, stimulated to enthusi-
asm by his example, soon after followed it,—and follow-
ed him in pursuit of naval fame. It is not known to me
in what ship nor under what commander James first
sailed ; and he can no more be mentioned in these
Sketches until his tragical death, avenged by Stephen
with an heroism unexampled, must be alluded to.

Commodore Barry, one of the earliest Post-Captains
in the American navy, obtained for Stephen Decatur,
the warrant of a Mid:bipman in 1798, and he immedi-
ately entered on board the frigate United States, then
commanded by that accomplished, although since too
much forgotten officer. ’

-It was on board this noble ship that Midshipman De-
catur began to reduce the theoretical knowledge he
had previously obtained of naval tactics and navigation,
to that actual practice which enabled him,.after many
years had rolled over his head, and after passing
through many scenes of desperate carnage, and appal-
ling horrour, in the same ship, to conquer, and for the
first time, to add a British frigate to the American navy.

But we must not heré anticipate the numerous
achievements of Decatur, nor the progress of the pavy
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as connected with them. It is the design to Jetail them
in succession, and in as succinct and perspicoons a man-
ner as the writer is able to p-rform the task.  He must
again express his deep solicitude, when refl-cting upon
the diffisnlty, delicacy, and iuteresting nature of the
subjact.  He dare not hope for applause, and scarcely
hopes to aveid censure. But as he would noth. very -
highly ¢l:ted by the one, nor very deeply deprossed
by the other, he will continue his delineations, however -
. imperfectly they may be designed, or however unskil-
fully they may be coloured. This volume shall at Jeast
be a sincere, howvever hnmble tribute of the respect
the sriter wishes to offer to the memory of Docatur,
and to the fathers and protectors, and angmentators of
the naval power of America.

The United States frigate, for a considerable time af-
ter Mid<hipman Decatur entered her, was engaged in
the aviuous duty of protecting, and convoying Ameri-
can merchantmen, and chastising or destroying the con-
temptible swarms of French and Spanish picaroons that
then infested the ocean.  Had Barry, like Truxton and
Little have ha! the good fortune to have fillen in with
a French national ship of superior force, during the
paval warfire with France, it would not have heen Jeft
for his favourite Midshipman, Decatur, to have fod the
frigate e then commanded to gain the first {rigate she
ever conqrered—nor woald the glory of' Decatur, al-
thous' then just entering the years of manhood, have
been postponed to the contest with the Barbary pow-
ers.

While in this frigate he was promeoted to the rank of
Lieutenant ; an evidence of his progress in his darling
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profession—of the attachment of his commander—and.
of the confidence of.the ‘administration.  The [rigute,
from long cruises nceded repairs, and was ordered into
port to be refitted.

It would secm that a young officor, having been long
“subjected to the severe duty to be unceasingly pertorm-
“ed on board a frigate in the early stages of naval life,

would pant for temporary rvepose, at least.  Not so,
the ardent Lieutenant ; he panted for nothisg but na-
val renown. The conquestofthe Fusurgente, Lu en-
.geonee, and Berceau, arousad him to a'piteh of ealhnsi-
asm,. which perhaps needed the restraint of prudent
caution. = He solicited an order to jnin the U. States’
brig Norfolk. His request was granted ; and ve sailed

- in her as first Lieutenant to the Spanish Muin; hoping

“'that this portion of the ocean would afford him some
opportnaity for the dizplay of valonr beyoud that which
is to be found in the more hnmble daty of conguering
privateers, or convoying merchastmen. Bt he re-
turned back with the Norfolk without having accom-
plished the predominant wishes of his heart. Bat
while be waz thus progressivyg in his profession—dis-
appointed hi.nself. and perhaps di-appoicting the high
expec.ations of his too sangune friends, he was ac-
quiring that practieal <) in aaval tuctics—that myste-
rious art of comumanding freencen, anid at the same time
securing their attachiment and respect, so indispencably
necessary in anaval commundrr.  Itwasin these ealy
schouls, thit Decatur acquired this ma-ter-mit jn his
prof-ssion,

The U, States fmv'\te having been ﬁtted for sea,

Lieut. Decatur eutered her in the same capucity in
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which he left her. The naval warfare with France -
still continued, and continued by Frenchmen. and Span-

iards with a rapacity, barbarity, and diabolical cruelty,

which assimilated the first mentioned, gallant and hu-

mane people, to the well known sullen, and execrable

character, of the last. They preyed upon American

ships and American commerce, Jike ravenous wolves

upor innocent and unprotected flocks.  In their treat-

ment of our noble American sailors, they seemed to

forget that they belonged to the human race. They

weretlogged, lacerated, almost starved, and what was

the ““ unkindest cut of all,” insulted as belonging to a

cowardly, imbecile, and mean nation, which had nei-

ther the power nor disposition to protect their com-

merce or avenge the injuries of her citizens. The

name of an American, whicb was a glorious passport
th-ough the world, after the war of the revolution, was

thus sunk, traduced, degraded, and sneered at by eve-

ry petty naval powerin Europe. England, though not
then the decided mistress of the sea, behaved with more
respect, and although she was then able, as she has
since proved, to annihilate every fleet in Enrope, was
guilty of comparatively no insuli or injury {o Ameri-
cans ; Englishmen knew that Americans were too much
like themselves to “ Kiss the hand just rais’d to shed
their blood.”

But retribution soon trod with vindictive terror.upon
the heels of transgression ; and taught transgressors
that their ways were hard. The thunder directed by
Truxton, Little, Stewart, Tryon, Barry, &c. and their
rising officers and seamen, astonished these insolent
foes, as much as the volcanoes of Etna and Vesuvius'
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‘alarm the natives of Sicily and Naples. After the vic-
tory over the lnsurgente, La Vengeance, La Bercoau,
Diana, Flambeau, &c. the haughty tone of these boas-
ing Hotspurs was lowered down even to mean supplica-
tion. Yes, a commander of a French armed ship hav-
ing captured an American merchaut vessel, addressed
the master of her in terms like these,—* Capituine,
gou see dat ] Now use you ver well ! Le Diable!! Iver
much fear dar I be take myself, by some dein Americaine
ship—and pray, Capitaine, dao tell de Ameritaine officers
dat I treat a you ver weil, so dat dey may treat me ver
well, ven I be prisoner too.”"*

Decatur continted on board this favourite United
States Frigate, advancing towards that perfection in his
profession to which he afterwards arnved until peace
was negociated with-France.

The peace with France, suspended, for a time, the
operations-of the gallant little pavy of the Republic.
Some of the senior officers of the navy retired to the
bosoms of their families, admired by the commercial
poftion of the community, and conscious therhselvés
that ﬂiey had served a country well, which they loved
better than they did themselves. Although in a gov-
ernment like ours, every man muy fearlessly express
his opinion, as to the degree of munificeace that gov-
ernment ought'to bestow upon those whose lives have
been'devoted to its protection, in the field and upon the
‘ocean, yet the governoment only can settle the question.

# Lest this singular humiliation of an imperious officcr may be
thought too highly coloured, §-would state that it was communi-
cated by Capt. David Charchill, of Connecticut, who was himaelf
prisener to this oficer. His word will never be doubted,
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To pour out the treasures of the nation upon fortunate
and victorious officers in the army and navy, at the ex-
pense of the people who supply the treasury by their
humble and unnoticed industry, might alarm an intellj-
gent and free people, who vigilantly scrutinize every
measure of the government ; especially those which
relate to money concerns. Monarchies, whether des: -
potic or limited, always lavish favours upon those who -
support cr augment the glory of their crowns, This
gives splendaur to the few, and reduces the many te '
poverty. The recent dukedom granted to Arthur Wel.
lesly, Duke of Wellington, would have afforded, if pro-
perly distributed, domestic comfort to thousands of the
English peasantry, who have been driven to insurrec-
tion for the want of food.

But extreme cases never fairly test a principle, any
more than an argument that proves too much. The
guestion is, whether the American Republic has not
hitherto been to~ stinted in its bounty to its gallant de-,
fenders ? The fathers of our gallant wavy who retired
to the shades of private life, with garlands of lanrel
bedecking their brows, retired with them alone. The
treasury had been enriched by their toils, their perse-
verance and their valour—individuals rolled in wealth
around them, by the protection they had afforded—yet
they retired with no reward but that applause which
their valour had entitled them to. When communing
together, they might well say, as WasHineTon. in his
last commuaication to Purway «nid, ¢ REFUBLICS HAVE
ALWAYS BEEN UNGRaTEFUL.?  The names and the me-
mories of Truxton, L.tl2, the senjor Doeatnr, Barry,
the senior Morris, Tryon, Dale, Preble, and the rest of
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the fathers of our navy, are cherishedand remembered
with delight by every midshipman and lievtenant who
learned from them the skill, the discipline, and the
whole system of naval tactics which enabled them to
secure to themselves the high honours and copious re-
wards which their country has bestowed upon them.
Whether their Preceptors are to be forgotten, by oth-
ers, and no national token of respect to be shewn to .
them, is for the national councils to decide. Even the
mouldering manes of Washington yet remain without
any national monument.
5



A LIFE OF

CHAPTER V.

Progress of the American Navy—Reduction of it by Act of Cop-
gress—Amount of it in 1801—Lieut. Decatur’s views and de-
termination— Depredations of Barbary states upon American
rommerce—Measures of the American government—Decatur
enters into the first Mediterranean squadron as 1st Lieut, of
the frigate Tsscx—~his unremitting vigilance as a disciplinari-
an—~Address to his seamen.

In the preceding chapters, the Life of Decatur has
been traced from his birth, to what may be called the
sirst pertod of his naval progress from a Midshipman to
a first Lieutenant. In pursuit of the design ofthis work,
we must now revert back to that period of our Repub-
lican government, when the important question wheth-
er the American navy should be augmented beyond its
small beginning, or not, was agitated.

It 12 not the business of the historian, or biographer,
te zearch for the motives, or toinvestigate the measures
~{ statesmen. This question called into exertion, the
tinest talents in our country ; and in tbe administration
of Jon~ Apams, our national council embraced an as-
scmblage of men who would have done honour to any
couatry.

It wasintended briefly to collate the arguments in fa-
vour of, and against the extension of the naval force,
commenced by the Act of 1794. The intention is re-
linquished for the more exhilirating and delightful task
of recording, with a pleasure which can be but poorly
expressed by language, that the advocates for naval
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power, by the irresistible force of reason, supported by
the most brilliant elogquence, convinced our rulers of
the necessity of nuval defence. In 1798, the navy wus
augmented from six to twenty vessels of different rates.
1t would be useless to give a list of them. Iu the suc-
ceeding year they were increased te thirty-fwo, aund,
what then convinced our statesmen of the indispensable
mecessity of a graduzl increase of the navy, provision
was made for building fix 8evexty-Founrs.

Bat, lest the country should be burthened with pub-
lic ships which were unfitiggl for service, hanging like
a déad weight, and while exhausting the public treasure,
couid add nothing to the public defence, Congress, to-
ward the close of Mr. Adams’ administration, authoris-
ed the Executive to dispose of such -vessels as should
be deemed of the above character: The wisdom of
this measure has since been clearly demonstrated to the
entire satisfaction of those who are acquainted with the
ponderous and inextinguishable debt in which Britain
is involved, and probably will be aslong as she remains
akingdom. Although her immense navy is that which
gives her an almost boundless power ; yet our cautious
statesmen knew well that it had been one great means
of involving her in almost boundless debt.

At the commencement of the administration of Tro-
mas JEFFERSON, in 1801, our Republic wus at peace with
all the powerful pations in the world; of course large
standing armies upon land, which had no enemy upon
land to conquer ; and large fleets upon the ocean,
which bad no hostile fleets to encounter, were deemed
inconsistent with the public interest. The voice of the
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people called for an economical expenditure of the
public treasure, and chose rather to see the nationg]
debt discharged, than to see it increased by any splendid
projects for the gratification of national or individual
ambition. That portion of the public ships which was
adjudged useless to the nation, was sold, and converted
into merchantmen. The policy of that measure is no
longer doubted.

But the determination of the administration, wholly
to suspend the building of the Seventy-Fours, when
materials to a very large amount had been accumulated
for that purpose, disappointed and almost disheartened
the friends of an efficient naval power. 1t had recently
been seen what a very small naval force had accom-
plished in the naval warfare with France, then the sec-
ond naval power in the world. It had been sezn, and
it had been felt, what an immense augmentation of na:
tional wealth had been secured, and what a vast amount
of individual property had been saved from sacrifice by
our gallant countrymen, with a few armed ships, who
carried our arms where they found our enemies.

In this warfare, as already shewn, the senior and ju-
nior Decatur had taken an active part, although neither
of them had acquired those lanrels which the one, in
the highest, and the other, from the lowest, to the high-
estbut one in the grade of officers, had sought to obtain.
The father retired ; butthe son still adhered to that pro-
fession for which he seemed so peculiarly desizned, and
in which he was destined to act so conspicuous a part.

The following ships, in 1801, after the reduction of
the navy composed the whole naval force of the Re-
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public.—United States. Frizate forty-four guns-—the
President, Constitution, and Philadelphia, of the same
force ; the Chesapeuke of thirty-six gans, the Constel-
lation, Congress, and New York of the same force ;
the Boston, of thirty-two guns, the Essex, Adams,
Johu Adams, and General Greene, of the same force.

With these few public ships, and which were under
the pecessity of undergoing, previously, frequent re-
pairs, was the American Republic to depend upoo her
rank upon the ocean. It was & hard case—but Stephen
Decatur was never born to despair ; nor was he born
to despair of the paval glory of America. He had a
mind, capable of foreseeing the future greatness of his
country, and a heart big enough to encounter all
the dangers which might be enddred in advancing its
glory. )

" When he entered into the naval service, it was not
done merely to wear an ‘epaulette upon his shoulder,
or a sword by his side, to excite the vnmeaning admira-
tion, and stupid stare of the rabble.—He had a country
to save, and her injaries to avenge.” He knew full well
that the service into which he had entered, was a ser-
vice pregnant with peril, and encircled with dan-
ger.  This consideration, which would have in-
duced a timid mind te retire to the peaceful shades of
private repose, only served to stimolate him ts pursue

the hazardous path which be had entered. Although

at this period he might have left the navy with the re-

putation of an accomplished young officer, yet this

would have been too humble fame for him. And yet,

it is not doing justice to his character to say that person-

al_fame was his only object. He was a sincere lover
5%
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of his country; and was determined, whether in a hum.
ble or exalted station, to defend its rights, and secure
its independence as far as bis own exertions could ac-
complish that great object.

Tae little American Navy had but a shert respite
from action, after the arduous daty it had performed in
the predatory warfare carried on against American
commerce by the French, until seasonable chastise.
ment induced them to make a peace with America. The
class of officers of Decatur’s grade had, io that contest,
began, and well began their naval education. They
hatlacquired that practical knowledge of naval tactics
which qualified them to move in more exalted stations;
and the country may now congratulate itself that an op-
portunity was then presented to call into operation the
skill and the valour of the youthful pupils of the Amer-
ican Navy.

To every historian, the history of the barbarous,
cruel, and sometimes destructive warfare, which the
Barbary states, bordering upon the Mediterrarean,
have, for centuries past carried on against the whole
commercial world, is perfectly familiar. Itis left al-
most wholly to conjecture to determine why nations,
powerful upon the ocean, have so long permitted the
property of their subjects to become a sacrifice, and
their subjects themselves to become the victims of these
merciless bordes of inhuman wretches, The little
kingdows of Morecco, Algiers, Tripoli and Tunis, ever
tince the discovery of the magnetic needle has so im-
mensely extended the commerce of the world, have
preyed upon that commerce, and made miserable
slaves of those who carried it on. Not sufficiently
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powerful to draw forth the vindictive punishment of
great naval powers, they have, nevertheless, been pow-
erful enough to plunder merchant vessels of nll nations,
and reduce their crews to* horrid bondage. lad the
sanguninary and powerful monarchies of Europe, instead
of contending for each offers’ crowns, aud encroaching
upon each other’s dominiens, have reduced these fero-
cious sons of Ishmael, and worshippers of Mahomet, to
obedience and fear, they would far better have served
the cause of humanity. 1t seems to have been reserv-
ed for the American Republic, situated more than three
thousand miles from these enemies of all mankind, to
reduce them to complete submission—or that submission
which is occasioned by fear. Indeed, there is no other
way for that portion of the world called Christian, to
secure itzelf from the disciples of Mahomet, but by ex-
citing their fear. They bave such a deadly and impla-
cable hatred against Christians, that they thiok they
render the most acceptable service to their tutelar dei-
ty by immolating them upon the blood-stained altars of
Mahomet. The most solemn treaties that can-be ne-
gociated with them are bonds no stronger than a rope of
sand, unless they are compelled to regard them by a
force sufficient to menace them into a compliance with
its provizions.

At the commencement of the nineteenth century,
~ American commerce was expanded over the world.
Much of it was spread upon the bosom of the' Mediter-
ranean, within the reach of those contemptible Barba-
ry states already meutioned. Encouraged by the sup-
position that the American Republic, situated as they
supposed in a wilderness across an immense ocean,
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would afford no protection to its adventurous merchants,
they preyed upon them with impunity. Having long
received tribute from nations which they knew,to be
powerful, they supposed Adiericans to be the last peo-
ple on earth who would dare.assail the Turkish cres.
cent. Their vessels and cargoes were considered ag
fair plunder, and the only wuy to redeem her citizens
from the most miserable bondage which the diabolical
cruelty of Mahometans could ioflict upon Christiang,
was supposed to be by paying an exorbitant ransom.
The American government, adopted a sentimen!
worthy of its rising greatness, that the whole community
is degraded when one of its members suffers.  Casting
an indignant frown across the Atlantic, and over the
Mediterranean, it beheld at home its little gallant na-
vy, and saw its officers and seamen impatiently panting
for naval glory, and for an opportunity to pour out ven-
geance against these unsanctificd heathen—these spoil-
ers of unprotected innocence—these butcherers of
mankind, Disdaining to supyplicate for favour or for-
bearance from those whom they could drive from im-
perious insolence to humbla suhmission; they scorned
the very idea of paying tribute, unless it was at the
mouth of the cannon. If the world once paid tribute
to Cesar, it was because Camsar had power to enforce
it. The American govern.rent, knew too well the no.
ble pride of Americans, to see them paying tribute to
miserable Moors, Alzeriues, Tripolitans, aud Tuauisians,
There is a real diguity in graceful submitsion to irre-
sistible power; there is a kind of pleasure in obedi-
ence when paid to a great potentate ; but to see real
power, sinking down before arrogant weakness, as it
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cannot be endured by a gentleman, neither ought it to
be endured by an independent nation. At this peried
the common sentiment of Americans was

““MirLLtoNs FQR DEFERCE—NOT A cenT rOR TRisurs.”
[t was uttered by the faltering tongue of age, and it
hung upon the lisping lips of iufants.

Decatur, if not already in his glory, clearly saw the
shining path that led to it. He had not that untutored
and blustering courage which sometimes, by fortunate
circumstances, crowns a rash fool with laarels, but had
that cool, regulated and scientific fortitude, which al-
most invariably carries forward a great man to tempo-
ral fame. If an hackneyed expression is admissible up-
on a subject so elevated, it might be said that Decatur
was born to achieve victories “ secundem artem.” He
did not wish to leave to the uncertain and variable for-
tune of war, those conquests which are to be obtained
by systematic, and regalated courage. At this period
of his life he had acquired tbe first rudiments of naval
tactics. He had studied his profeszion thoroughly, and
was well prepared for admission to the practice of it.

The first squadron fitted out for the Mediterranean
was placed under the command of Commodore DaLk,
who was amongst the earliest Post- Captains appointed
by Congress. Decatur wus ordered to the Essex Frig-
ate as her first lieutepant. He bad for some time en-
joyed all the blandishments of fashionable life, and mov-
ed in its most exalted circles. He had participated in
all the charms of refined society, and, delighted him-
self, he imparted delight to his associates. Buthe had
higher views than those which limit the mind of the
mere man of fashion. That effeminacy which is al-
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most invariably produced by a devotion to the unmeag.
ing ceremony of modern high life and fashionable
amusements, could not impose their paralyzing effects
upon this ardeat child of fame.  He hailed the time
when he was removed from the pretty amusement of
pacing the parlour, to the more manly duty of pacing
the deck.

The duty of a first Lieutenant on board of a frigate,
is vas‘ly more arduous and difficult than those who are
unacquainted with naval discipline imagine. Although
not in absolute command, it is to him the Captain looks,
in the first instance, for the regulation of the ship, and
to him the crew are perpetually looking for instruction
in discipline, and in their duty.* Every thing is tobe
reduced to perfect system, and nothing must be left to
accident or chance. The economy of a ship of war
mozst nearly resembles that of a perfect picce of ma-
chinery ;—the parts must all move in unison, and must
operate upon each other according to the original de-
sign. To be sure, a single ship or a fleet are both lia-
ble to be encountered by the elements as well as by
enemies; and although they can conquer the latter
they are sometimes compelled to bow to the irresistible
power of the formzr. It wo1ld border upon a truism
to say that the utmost exertion of human skill and en-
ergy, are feeble when compelled to stroggle against the
decrees of that Power which ¢ rides upon the wings of

* Commodore Decatur when he afterwards captured the Ma-
@edonian, thus speaks of his first Lieut. W. H. Allen.—* To his
unremitted exertions in disciplininz the crew, is to be imputed

the obvious superiority of our gunnery, exhibited 1n the result of
this contest.”
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mighty winds” and agitates the bosom of the mighty
deep. Evenio the perilous hour when ¢ rude Boreass
blustering railer’ seems to hold uncontrolled dominion
over the watary element, and to defy the efforts of man,
there, order and system is to be observed, and, even
when sinking in a wrecked ship. an American seaman
chooses to go down, stationed at his quarters. But
when approaching an enemy—clearing ship for action
—beating to quarters—and di:charging all the mioute
duties which, separately ronsidered, would seemto a
Jandsman too trifling to detail, but which, in the result,
produced such a tremendous efect, the utmost order
and most perfect system must be unremittingly observ-
ed,

Lieuntenant Decator, when he entered the Essex
Frigate, brought with him, not ooly the most undaunt-
ed courage, but the practical skill of an accomplished
naval disciplinarian. He also brought with him the
manners and deportment of a gentleman—officer. He
knew, in the sphere in which he moved, he had a right
to command, and to enforce obedience; but he chose
rather to have the noble fellows in the ship submit to
their duty through voluntary choice, than by powerful
coercion. He possessed the admirable faculty of infu-
sing into the minds of seamen, the ardour that inspir-
ed his own exalted heart, and of rendering the strict,
and sometimes severe duty of his men, their highest
pkdézjre. It might be hazardous, to say that no other
young officer in the navy possessed all these qualities ;
but it is fearlessly asserted that no one possessed them
in a higher degree than Lieut. Decatur.

Assiduously employed in preparing the Essex for the
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first important armed expedition from the new to the
old world, he thus addressed the whole-souled tars of
the ship :—¢ ComrapEs—We are now about to embark
upon an expedition, which moy terminate in our sudden
deaths, our perpetual slavery, or our immortal glory.
The event is left for futurity to determine. The first
quality of a good seaman, is, personal courage,—the
second, obedience to orders,—the third, fortitude under
sufferings ; to these may be added, an ardent love of coun-
try. Ineed say ‘no more—I am confident you possess
them all.”> Such an address as this, from such a manas
Lieut. Decatur, to such men as American seamen, some
of whom had recently been led to victory by Truxton,
and all panting for fame, must have operated like a
shock of electricity. In a very few words, it conveyed
the ideas of an officer, ardent in pursuit of glory—pre-
pared for good or ill fortune—determined to be obeyed
—¢glowing with patriotism toward his country, mingled
with cordial affection for his men. Looking to his Cap-
tain as his authorised commander, he was uniformly
respectful to him, and thus set an example to his crew
which corresponded with his previous precepts.  He
had learned the salutary lessons of obedience, before he
aspired to the authority of commanding.
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CHAPTER VI

Lieut. Decatur sails in the frigate Issex to the Meditcracan,
1801, in the first American Squadrop—Hazard of this enter-
prize —Captain Sterret®s victory in the Schooner Faterprise—
Impatience of Licut. Decatur in a blockading ship—Ile re-
turns to America in the Essex—Naticnol glory and National
taxes—Lieut. Decatur joins the second Mediterrancan Squad-,
von as tst Lieut. of the frigate New York—=ails to the Medi-
terranean—Incessant attention to dety—Returns in the New
York to America. '

In 1801, the American squadron under command of
Commodore Dale. weighed anchor, and left the waters
that wash the shores of our free Republic, to carry our
arms into the renowned MeprrerRrRaneaN, whichlaves
the shores of the most renowned nations of ancient or
modern cepturies. Decatur bad taken an affectionate
leavé of his justly venerated father, and the highly
refined and literary circles of his numerous friends and
connections. It isdifficult to conceive of a separation
of friends more inferesting. - The dignified and patriot-
ic father, who had spent some years inthe highest sta-
tion.in the navy when contending with civilized men,
had -now to dismiss a beloved son from his arms, who
was destined to contend with merciless barbarians, who
are totally regardless of the laws of civiliz¢d warfure.
His admiring companions of both sexes, who full well

- knew, and duly appreciated the goodness of his heart,
and the urbanity of his manners, could hardly endure
the thought that he should expose himself to become a

’ 6
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victim' to his thirst for fame. But his resolution wag

“taken, and irrevocably fixed ; and the sun miglit s
well have been divorced from the ecliptic as:to divert

him from his purpose.

The reader may well pause again and reflect upon
the immense importance, and imminent hazard of this
expedition. To those the least acquainted with histo-
ry, the cruel depredations of the Barbary states. upon
the whole commercial world for centuries are known,
and the indescribable horrours of slavery amongst these

uncivilized and inveterate followers of Mahomet, have

o

alw?ys excited ineffable dismay. Nations bordering.

upon them, for years, and we may say, for centuries,’

have attempted in vain to reduce them to submission ;

and only secured themselves from their rapacity by

paying them tribute.

Since the year 1805, expeditions to the Meditérras

nean, have become familiar ; “and, by our officers and

seamen rather considered as pastime, and amusement,. '
than as entering into a hazardous and doubtful contest;:

but let it be remembered, that until 1801 no American
armed ship or squadron had ever passed the streights
into that sea, which had so long been infested by barba-
rian corsairs——let it also be remembered that STEPHEN
Decarur, was one of those who led the van in the ac-

quisition of the fame which has since shone so conspicus

oasly upon the American navy in the Mediterranean,

This required the most consummate fortitude. It
might then, although in a minor station, be said of De-
catur as it was said of one of the first heroes of the re-

volution :—¢¢ Hg paRED TO LEAD, WHERE ANY DARED TO

FOLLOW.”?
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No event of any deep interest occurred in the squad-
ron in its passage to the Mediterrancan.  The solici-
tude of Commodore Dale —of the Captains,—of all the
Lieutenants and Midshipmen, and indecd of every sea-
man, down to the youngest boy, may well be conceived.
From the close of the revolutionary war to that ime.
no American national ship had probably been secen
sailing into the Mediterranean. Dritish leets and ships
of every description were riding trinmphant in the
Atlantic and in that renowned sex.  Fluched with the
recent victories of the \ule and of Copenkagen, although
at peace with the Republic. the oficers would look with
that malignant jealousy which characterises the feelings
of Laglishmen toward oar countrymen, upon a little
squadron of -American ships, boldly sailing over the
theatre of theiroxn glory. It could hardly be expect-
ed that that interconrse which always passes between
armed ships of nations at peace with each other conld
be avoidad. Decatur, second in command of the fine
little frigate Essex wonld not then shrink from a visit
from apy Admiral. of any grade, whether of the white
red or blue, or of any Post-Captaio, or Lieutenant in
the Britizh navy. That ship, as well as the rest of the
sqné&rép, was in prime condition. Such intercourse
did pass ; and, as declired at that period, excited the
admiration, and jealousy, although not then the fear, of
the gallant ocean-warriours of the ¢ fast anchured isle.”

Commodore Dale conducted his sqnadron into the
Meditzrranean, without delay—declared the port of
Tripeli to be in a stute of blockade ; and, according to
the old principles of :blogkade, laid his squadrongpefore

‘the port to enforce it. The thunder-struck T'ripoli-
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tans remained in harbour with all their force, not dar-
ing to risk an encounter with a new and unexpet’teii“
enemy. This put a sudden end to their ravages upon
American commerce, which, for eighteen months pre.
vious, had been committed with impunity. .
But the inactive, though vigilant daty. of blockading
an enemy, although of superior force, suited not the
ardent and adventurous spirit of Decatur. It was his
business however, to obey the command-of his then su. -
periors. The wary and cautious mind of Commodore
Dale was well convinced, that the little squadron under
his command was only calcalated to afford protection
to his countrymen, not to commence offensive opera- _
tions against their enemies. Indeed,. his instruction
would not permit him to act offensively, as appeated .
from the conduct of the gallant and never to be forgot: .
ten Sterrett, commander of the schooner Enterprize,
belonging to his squadron. As this event is mentionéd -
as connected with the squadron in which Decatur sail-
ed, and, was the first brilliant achievement of the Ame-
rican navy in the Mediterranean, it will be .described,
as nearly as it can be recollected in the fanguage of the
purser, when relating it to the writor a few years since..
- Lying off the island of Malla, so celebrated in an-
cient and modern history, a Tripo’sita‘:;: craiser hore down
upon our schooner, and gave us a bLcoadside. It was
instantly returned. For two glasses [two Lvurs] the
contest was terrible as can be imagined. - 3he lowered
the Turkish crescent, to the stars and stripes—baut the
cheers for victory had scarcely ended, when the cruis-
er haested her red flag, and poured into us another
broadsitle. The contest was renewed with renewed
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desperation. ~ She again struck ; and when Capt. Ster-
reit was approaching her, it was a third time renewed.
ThLe indignation manifested by the captain and crew is
indescribable. | left my station ws purser of the ship,
was handing cartridges to the men, and distinctly heard
the Captain exclaim, ** Sink the damned trevcherous
creatures to. the bottomn.”  The slauzhter herame
dreadful on board the corsair, and the commander pros-
trated himself on the side of his ship, and, with his own
hands flung his own flag into the sea.  Cupt, Sterrett,
being instructed not to make any prize, from his quar-
ter deck, ordered the pertidious Turk to throw all bis
guns, ammunition and armsz of every kind into the sea,
and tell his master thiz was the only ribute he would
ever after receive from Americans.”

Such was the interesting relation of a spectator and
an actor in this first and signal victory of an American
ship over a barbarian corsair. Its autheaticity cannot
be doabted, as itis confirmed in all the material circum-
stances, by the publications of that period. While the
reader feels indignant at the perfidy of the Tripolitans,
he cannot doabt their desperate courage in this. bloody
conflict. Butthe consequenéeé to the vanquished bar-
barians, when they returned into port, shows the dif-
ference between an hamane and generous nation, and
a despotic,kgﬁ}d vindictive power. The former would
receive, even with applause, a defeated commander
vho had bravely 'defended Lis shin, Not so with the
forecious descendants of Ishmael, wliose hands are
syainet every man, not only against all the rest of man-
izind, but against their own inhuman clan. The Bashaw
of Tripoli would rather approve than condemn the per-

g *



66 LIFE OF

fidy of his captain towards Capt. Sterrett—but to be
conguered by a Christian—to strike the flag of Mahom. *
et to a sect, deemed by him as only dogs, could not be
endured. The miserable and forlorn commander,
without even the form of a trial, with his wounds still’
bleeding, received five hundred bastinadoes_, and.was.
compelled to ride through the streets upon an ass to
excite the furions contempt of the enraged populace:’

This victory, although it might now be deemed a tri-
fle, when compared with the tremendous conflicts which
have since given so many victories to American fleets:;
and ships, was nevertheless of immense importar{ce to
our country. Such consternation was produced by the
loss of the corsair,” and the terrible punishment of the -
commander, that the alarmed Tripolitans deserted: the
corsairs fitted for sea, nor could crews be found to sup-
ply those which were preparing for service. This
first victory of Sterrett and his crew prodeced an ef-
fect upon Tripolitans, even greater than Hulls first
victory did upon Englishmen. '

While Captain Sterrett was thus signalizing himself
in a contest with barbarians, Decatur, as first Lieu_ténr
ant of the Essex, was compelled to perform the duty
belonging to a mere blockading ship. He was too gen-
erous to envy this gallant champion the laurels he had
gained by his valour; but he ardently wished for an
opportupity to emulate his valiant deeds by his own
achievements.

Decatur was in the situation of one of the ancient
heroes—:¢ Compelled to perform his duty, yet anxious to
gratify kis inclination.” 1t is undoubtedly a most for-
turate circumstance for the naval glory of our country,
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that our ecarly commandersin the navy exercized cau-
tion in avenging the injuries received from our ene-
mies vpon the ocean. Hud rushness marked their
measures, they might indeed have shared with the glo-
ry of those who have gloriously fallen in **unequal
combat ;" but this would have secured no lusting bea-
efit to their country in whose cause they had embark-
ed, and whose permanent interest it was their duty to
pursue. Furthermore, the commanders of armies and
of fleets huve no right, wantoaly, to sacnifice the lives
of the men, who have either voluntarily or coercively
been placed under their command.  JMen are not dm-
munition to be expeade& at the pleasure of an ambi-
tious leader, who might gain' applause by sacrificing
them as viciims to hiz unhallowed ambition. Commo-
dore Dale krew too well the amount of his force to ad-
vance into a contest where 0 many chances were
against him. Had he commaaded the force which one
of his successors, Presce, afterwards commanded, his
name might now be as glorious as his. But he accom-
plished the great object of his government in sending
him, with the fir:t American squadron into the Mediter-
’r‘auean—the protection of American commerce in that
sea. One of hiz officers, Capt. Sterrett, commanding
the Enterprise, was compelled to fight his ship single
banded ; and be'did it to. admiration. Had Decatur
been placed in his situation, he would have displayed
the same cburage 3 but he was rezerved for a future
display of that noblest of virtues.

Commodore Dale, having accomplished the object
for which he was dispatched with his sqnadron to the
Mediterranean, returned with it to America. Lieut.

.
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Decatur returned ic the Essex ; and was received by
his friends and countrymen with those demonstrations
of respect which might be expected from the charac.
ter he had previously established. He had made his
entry upon the theatre of his future glory. He had
received occular demonstration of the predominani
sentiment of the Mahometans of Africa—inveterate
malice against his countrymen, and a determination, if
within their power, to extirpate Americans from that’
sea upon which an immense portion of their commerce
was carried on. H: had made farther advances in- his
favorite profession, and had studied the character of the:
ferocious enemy he had afterwards to encounter. :

The American government had made no essential}
additions to its navy in the absence of Decatur—thatis,
to that paft of it which was calculated for distant expe-
ditions. Nota hull of a Seventy-four bad yet been laid,
and not a single frigate had yet been added to the little
gallant American navy. Although as previously men-
tioned, provision had been made for building six line of
battle ships, aud the materials partially collected, the
national authorities did not then see fit to prosecute this
noble endeavour to afford this'mode of protection for
American commerce and American territory. Nation-
al economy was then, as it ever ought to be, the fash-
ionable doctrine. That little, stinted economy which
will sacrifice a future, although an almost certain good,
to save a little present expense, is by no means-meaned
here ; but that economy which was calculated to save
the Republic from that never-enﬂing; that constaatly
increasing, that load of taxes, which tears from the
kard earnings of patient industry, almost its whole
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amount to increase the phantom of glory. One of the
best kings wno ever filled the throne of the Bourbouns,
when urged by the most ambitious minister of any king,
to ado'p't some splendid project to advance the glory of
his reigo; answered—* I have no right to advance my
glory by distressing my subjects. 1 wish for no great-
er glory than to see every one of my happy subjects,
have a fowl in his pot every day.” I musthere be ex-
cused for introducing the language of a British subject ;
and no people on earth are fonder of national glory
than the suhjects of George 1V.
“We can inform Jonathan what are the inevitable
consequences of being too fond of glory. Taxes upon
_every article which enters into the mouth, or covers
the back, oris placed under the foot; taxes upon every
thing which is pleasant to see, hear, feel, smell or taste ;
taxes upon warmth, light or locomotion ; taxes on ev-
ery thing on earth, and the waters under the earth—of
every that comes from abroad, or is grown at home;
taxeés on the raw material, taxes on every fresh value
that is added to it by the industry of men ; taxes on the
sauce which pampers man’s appetite, and the drug-
that restores him to health ; on the ermine which dec-
orates the Judge, and the rope which hangs the crimi-
nal ; on the poor man’s salt, and the rich man’s spice ;
on the brass pails of the coffin, and the ribbands of the
bride ; at;zd, or at board, couchant or levant, we must
pay ! Tke séhoo‘l boy whips his taxed top—thc beard-
less youth manages his faxed horse with a taxed bridle
on a tzxed road; and the dymg Englishman, pouriog
his me Yicine which has paid seven per cent. into aspoon
which has paid fifteen per cent. flings himself back up-
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on his chintz bed, which has paid 22 per cent.—makes
his will on an 87. stamp, and expires in the arms of an
apothecary who has paid 100/ fur the privilege of put-
ting hin to death. His whole property is then taxed
from 2 to 10 per cent. besides the probate. Large
fees are demanded for burying him in the Chancel:
his virtues are handed down to posterity on taxed mar-
ble ; and he is then gathered to his fathers, to be taxed
no more.” * B

Such is the language of a subject of the king of Great
Britain who participates as much as a subject can in the
glory of Nelson and Wellington. Americans pondér
with inexpressible delight upon the fame of Decatur
and Jackson ; but the tears of distress, occasioned by
excessive taxation, thank heaven and our rulers, are
not yet mingied with the smiles of" trinmph. The
shouts of a famishing populace, following in the train of
a returning conqueror, whose plandits are rendered
feeble for want of that food which has been exhausted
by an army or a navy, can afford but a miserable satis-
saction to a conquering hero, when recollecting that
his glory has heen acquired by robbicg the people of
the means of temporal happiness. <« It was not that [
loved Casarless, but that Iloved Rome moare’’ was the
exclamation of the magnanimons Brutus over the body
of the ambiticus and bleeding Casar. It is not, that
Americans are less fond of national glory, or less en-
thusiastically cherish the memory of its heroes, than
Englishmen, bat it is because they better understand
the nature of true national glory,—that which produ-
¢es the greatest happiness to the greatest number.

* Edinburgh Magazine.



STEPHEN DECATUR. 71

If, at the beginning of the nineteenth century, the
American government had commenced the system of
diminishing the national wealth, by a rapid increase of
the navy, it might indeed. like England, bave afforded
ils citizens the means of making distant conquests, and
causing the thunder of America to reverberate in every
latitede. Better understanding the true interest of the
Republic, and the path to true glory, it only sought for
sufficient power to defend our tervitory at home, and
pretect our commerce upon the ocean. To the ever-
lasting glory of our rulers, they never led us into an

gffensive war, either upon land or water. Let the
proud aand imperious parliament of England boast of the
wealth she can draw from the two Indies—and then
let her be reminded of the distress, the misery and the
agony she has spread over many of the finest portions
of'the globe, by means of her immense navy.  Can the
blood-stained history of Lord Hastings in India—the
devastation of the whole Carnatic—the melancholy
fate of Hyder Alli, and the Nabob of Arcott be forgot-
ten 7 Aad, can the distress of her own peasantry
But we turn from the horribly disgusting subject to the
more exhilirating one of tracing the innocent progress

of the American navy, and the steps by which Decatur
reached the acme of fame by his exploits upon the
ocean. ‘

After his retarn to America in the Essex, a small
chasm occurred in his performance of naval service.
Another squadron was soon fitted for the same design
as that in which he returned to his native. country—
protection of Anterican commerce in the Mediterranean,
The American government had not yet seen fit to ad-
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vance its naval force sufficiently to enable its naval

commanders to act vindictively against the ferocious,
yet contemptible Barbary states. Severe chastisement
they most assuredly deserved; but Tripolitans were
permitted, alittle longer, to shield themselves in fancied
security, and vainly to imagine that Americans weald .
no longer spread dismay amongst them. N

The second Mediterranean squadron was command-
ed by the senior Commodore Morris. Lieutenant
Decatur exercised a palience which his subsequent ve-
hement, and we may say impetuous courage would lead
the reader to suppose he did not then possess. He
continued in the navy, under the certain presumption
that the government of his country would shortly be
convinced of the necessity of more energetic measures
against the Mahometan pests that infested a sea over
which American commerce was so much expanded, and
80 much exposed.

In the second squadron, he sailed as 1st Lieut. of the
frigate New York, a ship whose name no longer appears
on our navy list. She had becowre nothing but a hulk,
at the commencement of the second war between the
American Republic and the United Kingdom of Great
Britain, and barely escaped conflagration at Waching-
ton, when the British forces, who had a right, by the
principles of civilized warfare to destroy her, but who
chose, like the ancient Vandals in devastating Greece
and Rome, to demolish and burn some of the finest spe-
cimens of art, and the choicest productions of science
and literature.

Nothing occurred in this squadron of snfficient im-
portance to render a minute detail of its operations ne-
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cessary ; indeed, it would be inconsistent with the
desiza of this work.  Decatur was abmo-t ince-<antly
cmployed in imparting aaval in-truction (o e aeder
otf- ers, aud iatro lucins that carrect di-cipline amnngst
the seamen, which has stnge given sw b pedfection to
the naval tactics of Vvuerrca, The reder - reforeed
to the precelding chapter tor the <entuneats and the
conduct of D ocatur when ou bawd the E.soxo The
same course wa~ continued by lam on broard the New
York frigate.  When he entered hor he had acrew to
Jiscipline, who were wosidy <travge - to him, bata
zood seamaa sincercly respects and cheerfully obeys a
goodoflicer, the moment he m: vt~ him; and wlthougi
long service in the - e ship, more <irowzly cewents
the bond of union between an wvitier and a crew, yet
wherever Dentae was placed, suchis the decliration of
one of his own oflicei-.—*¢ He scemed, us if hy mozic,
to khold u Foundloss o

men at first sight.”

veer the wory heurts of his sea-

The very nuture of navael service renders it necesss
¥y, either irem promations, diderent expeditions, uh-
expected danger, and numerous other causes, to re-
move Post-Captains, Masters commaandant, Lieutecints,
and perhaps Midshipmen from the -1ij~ in which they
had previously exercised cornmand and performned du
ty, and with the cr=ws of which they had bucome fa-
miliariszd.  Althoiughit moy become indi-pensably ne-
ceszary for the zovernment to pursue this cour-e, that
necessity does not in the Jeast diminish the difficnlty it
often {mprsex upon oifi-rrs.  Itis admitted that in ofh-
cer can geaerally enfurce obediesce to his commands

7
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over men whose names and faces are as much unknowp
to him as those of the enemy he may have to encounter;
but that obedience which is selely the resalt of fear of
punishment, i$ vastly different from that which. pro-
ceeds from respect and attachment.

Nothing occurred to Lieut. Decatur, any more than
to the squadron generally, in this expedition.
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CHAPTER VIL

Lwat, Decatur ordered to take commmand of the brig Argus—
Fortanate and antortunate ships —ldeas of soamaccencerning
the me— e sabs i the A us, and jowns the third Meditoranes
an Svadron uader Com, Preble =Come Preble and the F-
peror of Morecca —Decatar feaves the brg Aroos, and takoos
command of tue < oo o Batocproe —Eheastrous loss of the
fmizate Podadedptoac—=biut. 1 iture enprares a Pripolitan
cor<ddrs wel calle ier  Roteh Tntrepid? —Rendezvous af Sy-
racuse—Briet Skctch of busan?l buslaw of Tripoli—Suflerings
of Capt. Baipbridye and erow—Licut Docatur voluntocrs to

Altempr the desiracid oo of the frizate Fivlad. iplia.

tor Lieut. Decatar returned to America in the sc-
cond Moditerranran Syradion, he was ordered by the
Navy Department to take command of the brig Jdrgus.
It izt be d2enad rather fuciful by a ciave and fis-
tidious realer {5 vemark. that it was a fortu: ate circums-
stance with Lreut. Decenr, at this period of Li- event-

ful life, that he hud never y-t held ary comwand in a
tszraced i

p. Indeed there never has been but one

ip in the Awmerican navy. Bat more of

this herafter.  Althoa:h -vamen may be rankeld with
the mo:t eallvd and Lrave of men, [ belivve the fact
will notbe denicd. that 0o cla-s of men arce <o much in-
fluenced by 1le.s of fute and destiny, iors Lur-hly call-
ed =opersttion. If a mer hant ves:ol meets with an
untoward accident, even-at iz Lasn-h, it i< vemenher-
el by the zons of Neptane, and often decides their con-
duct in regard to her, If she haz been partially wreo k-
ed at s2y. robbed by 21 enemy, lost many of lier mcen
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by contagious sickness, or has often been driven op

shore by gales, it is sometimes difficult to ship a crew

for her. Thissentimentis, if possible, more prevalent

with the seamen in the navel, than in the merchants’
service. With a high sense of honour, and proud of
the name of an American, they will hardly enlist under

an officer who has even been unfortunate—much less.if -
he hos been degmdeol. This almost uraccountable in-

fluence has an eqnal control over their minds in fegard;
to the ship. »

Decatur had acted as Lieutensnt on board the Unifed
States frigate in the short naval warfare with France,
and in the Essex inthe early stages of the warfare with
Tripoli. Although these frigates had not then acquired
the fame which is now attached to their names, they
had beea almost consfantly in commission since they
were first fitted for sea, and had rendered services
which can hardiy be cstimated. The Argus, to. which
he was ordered as commander, bears a proud name with
American seamen. )

The Argus was a fine vessel of her class, mounting
eighteen guns. Although the command of a Seventy-
four, or a frigate 'gives to the commander a superior
rank to him who commands asloop of war, yet the du-
ty and responsibility is no less importast, The same
system is to be pursued—the same discipline exercised,
and the same obelience to be shewn.

It is believed that at the time Decatur took the com-
mand of the Argus, the rank of Muster-commandant,
had not been established in the American navy ; for he
took command of her as Lieutenant. The fict Lowever
is immaterial, as the duties devolving upon him were
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the same.  To one whnlly unargquainted with the sy
tem of naval tacties, i woenlbexete astorshment to
ohserve the inrmbibls precion aath which every ope-
ration is perforaed on bowd avarmed shepe To dess
cribe ity would rog nre avelio s Larger than sone of
our 5}<(k"!1‘ \‘t‘ f‘x\ll!L\".\' eNOTCEe,

Lieut. Y eatar hat hocve saster of his profiscion
antthe Arges, beoxthe fios<t ves 1 el wineh he was
first tn covcand, he could atrota e on boaed of her
that dissivtine, which by nore . vrted exertious for six
vears he had besame s porletdy amgaanted with bia-
seli’  Althaneh he wis ordered to surrender the com-
mand of the Argzos oo Teewt. Hal* upon bis arvival in
the Moditervanean. and tuke the cowimond of the schoo-
ner Eorerprise, thea cammanded by that «olle tand
acoanphished offzer, yot he did wot, in the Lot re-
mit his accustomed vichauce in proparing his crew for
the ardanis daiv whith they woull protudidy have to
dizcharze under ascther commander. Srovoes De-
ca1TR, however much he might wish to sicnabize lim-
self by p ronad achievern e had no views unconnec-
ted with the wiory of every wilicer, seamaa, and sinp, in
the Americais uavy.  He felt, and he acted, <l every
one of thie two first were his brothers, and every one of
the it onghit to swim or sink fo delvading the rights,
and tn lvanc

doermerous intrrestiog incidents, of uo reat impor-

vz theghrs of s coantey.

nce. uowever, moat be mentioned, which took plice
in the passage of the Arzus wcross e Atductic, amt ap
the M .diterranean. But why suell the volume with

the minor evernis of a tnun’s 1

, when 3t 18 s¢ excecd-

7 Now Cummodore Hull
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ingly fertile with those of a more exalted character?
When he arrived in that sea which was shortly to re-
sound with the fame of his gallant, and I may say roman:
tic, and perhaps desperate, < deeds of noble daring,” he
joined, as previously ordered, the Sgnadron of Com.
PREBLE. :

In the very brief and imperfect notices which have
been made of the rise, progress, and achievements of
the navy of the Republic, as connected with the life of
Decatur, we now have reached the second period of
the naval renown of our country, as the period of
Truxron’s command may emphatically be denominated
the first. -Yes, Truxton may be called the Father, as
Preble may be denominated the Preceptor, of the bril-
liant constellation of gallant ocean-warriours, who now
grace the Naval Register of our country.

It would be a most gratefal task for the writer of
these imperfect sketches of the life and character of
Stephen Decatur, if he were able, to blend with them
a suitable eulogy on the character of Prenrr, his favor-
ite commander. But any language he could use,
would lag far behind the feelings of those who served
nnder that traly great naval officer, and would—

¢ Fall in the ear profitless as water in a sieve.”

Preble was, like Decatur, bred a seaman. He early
saw the gathering storm which hung, in lowering dark-
ness, over the wide spread, and rapidly spreading com-
merce of America. He knew it must be protected o1
withdrawn from the ocean, the highway of nations,
which, like the highways on land, is infested with rob-
bers. He did not sink down in despair, and lament that
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the merchants of the Republic shoaldbe suddenly driv
en from the s<cas, but early tead. red Ins service to his
country to aird in protecting it Hicacnve serviees dud
not escipe the natice of & government, ever wishful to
bestow its honours upon thoxe whose merit richly de-
served them. The cves of the nation were fixed npon
Preble as the lealer of that gallant band of herocs who
were destined to avenge the injueies ~o-taned hy our
countrymes {rom the wretehed d scendunts of shmael,
and the merot!lsss foll vvers of Mahomet.  The chowe
of hirn, for that miznne undertaking, evinced the pen-
etrating samicity of oir gaverninent.

Feartul of involving the aatinn in an endloss and in-
creasiug foad of tiv s by a porderous navy. our rulers
had thus fur only extended pretection to our Med-
iterranean trade.  But the neasures of miliness to-
wards the interpal hordes upon the Barbary coast, on-
ly increazed their barharous rav.ges and iwplicable
cruelty wgmnst chri-tian merchams. More efficient
measures were resolved upon by the American govern-
ment, ant pacific Janyuize was chunged to that of open
defiunce.

The year 1303 forms an era in the history of the
American Navy. A suiall force was sull i the Medi-
terranean, and the accomplished, encroctic and gidlant
Preble was appointed to the command of a squadron
~ousizting of the Constitation, 44 guns—Ulal welphbia,
44—Argus, 13—3yren, 16—N mtles, 16—Vixen, 16
—and Eaterprize 14. Twenty-five yeurs ago, snch a
squadron as this, coming from the American States,
would have excited the sneers of every naval powerin
Europe ; but fifteen years ago tuey suw this hule
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squadron accomplish what the largest fleets had never
done. ‘

Com. Preble hoisted his broad pendant on board
the frigate Constitution. Lieut. Decatar, as he had
been previonsly ordered to do, surrendered the com-
mand of the Argus, and took command of the schooner
Enterprise, which, when commanded by the gallant
Sterrett had been so distinguished. At the time Com. -
Preble arrived at Gibraltar, he found that the subjects”
of the Emperor of Morocco, in Moorish frigates, had
encroached upon the rights of American commerce..
Although his primary object was to administer salutary
chastisement to the Tripolitans, yet, ¢ on Ais way”
to his ultimate destination, be concluded to pay a visit,
to the Emperor. Before his arrival, Commodores’
Rodgers and Bainbridge had indicated to this Prince of
the Moors what he might expect from Americans if hig
subjects continued their depredations upon American
commerce. But this imperious representative of the
Sultan in Africa, seemed then to care little or nothing
for a distant, and by him a despised power, although
bis armed ships had been captared and detained by its
commanders. He or his officers had ord:red all Amer-
ican merchantmen to be detained, and some had actual-
ly been seized. Com. Preble had ordered his squad-
ron to bring in all Moorish vessels. Thus, in few
words, stood affairs with Morocco, when, on the 5th
October, 1803, Dacatur’s new commander, the decided
Preble, anchored the noble Constitution, and the litile
Nuutilus in the bay, within half a mile of the strong
circular baitery in the city of Tangisrs, He was joined
by the fiigates New York, and John. Adams, Com.
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Rodgers. It was a proud sizht for \meritan seamen,
ta b bold this litte ~quadeen rrding at anchot betore an
Ewperer’s powertul battery, wating the event vithier
of a pacitic mterview, or 4 remenduous conte-t Every
ship wus kept clear tor action, and every o at oe
quarters mght and day . —over thought was fived upon
the decision of Com. Freble and the emperor o Mos
rocco.

Upon the &th, the Emperor male Lis appearunce
with <0000 troops on the beach, in :ll view ot the
squalren,  After an excliange of salutes from the
squadron aad the battery, toe Lmperor, in-tewd of send-
ing forth the mosscun v~ of deathin hot<hntand wrope,
sent a present of bullochs. shecp. wnd towls. Buet as
the first would have excited no foar, the Lt created
bat hetle oy, It was un e for ceremony . —treble
was aman of business and Ais Iisiness naot be done
and that without dely—re had more importaut con-
cerns with the Bashsv of Tripoli thasn e had witly the
potent Emperor of Moracco.  Upon the Sth the Lin-
peror condescended ag v to ook apon Com. Preile’s
little =quadrop. Upon tuc th, the Vo vican Consul®

*This was the venersble Jimes Simpeoi:, who was apq it
by Trecident WASTINGTON s cons

s Al ioruecs, s aller Hhe
or.auzzti o of the Aus rican govesninent. 1 «oarcely suw his
native ¢ouulry @fain to the day of hia death in 120, Ho Lad
erected a bewuriful manginn hiouse wpon o comnanding emincace
in the vicimity of ‘r'angier. whirh be digiificd by the name ot
Mount Iiasic n -t While tine author of Lo <o shetohes was
writing a descriytion of the Liesert o Zaharg, of th ashers,
hals it and customs of the Wandering Avate, god of e U estorn
coast of Alrica, from tix rurcutin ol the worthy sod g uuww,
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whs permilted to communicate with the Commodore,
and assurad him, that all American sbvips detained
should be relsased. by order of the Emperor, and that
the Emperor would give audience to the Commodore
an shore the next day,

Upon the 10th, the undaunted Commeodore, having
given orders to the commander of his squadron in his
absence, to prepare for the worst, went ashore  with
only four attendants,* in full uniform and completely
armed. He was as fearless on shore in Africa, ashe
was on board of his squadron in the bay of Tangiers.
His admiring countrymen in the squadron, wers gazing
with anxious and silent expectation for the result of the
interview ; but tha Commodore and his suite, of which
the Am-rican consul was one, walked through the.
double files of Moorish dragoons with as much compo-
sure as they wouid have paced the quarter-deck of the

Capt. Robbins, so long a slave to the Arabs, he often mentioned

this venerable consul as the most benevolent fniend of Chri_stién‘
slaves and American seamen. It was {0 the exertions of thisex-

celient man at Tangier, and of that pattern of humanity, Hon.

Winriam WiLrsuirg, at Mogadore, that so many wretched

slaves have been restorad to freedom:and happiness.  After fin<

ishing the volume, I suggested to Ce;})t. Robbins the propriety of
dedicaling it to these gentlemen, and cotiched the dedication in

these terms—¢¢ Gentlemen—permit me to offer this volume to
you. I have, upnn the ocEaN, endured the distress occasioned
by the elemenis—upon LAND, the miseries inflicted by man, and
from youU have enjoyed the blessings of hu.nane benevolence;

which1 can repay only by lasting gratitude.”  A. RoBBINS.

* Capt. Charles Morris attended the Commodore as his Secre-
tary, and communicated these and many more particulars,
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frignte Constitation which was prepaved to detend them,
ort sproal disoy aso st the Moars The Com-
modere was rc‘quc‘.\‘(m{\ not ardered, to iy aside his avs,
which he prompth declineds Heo with the venervadde
A eriean Consndl approac' «d the Einperor who was
arcaed o allthe mos visent splendonr ot an castern
despot. and <urroundad by an vnmense retinne of prin-
ces, gnard< amd livess The inpevoarasked the Come-
modore il be was uot 1o the fear of betnx detiined as o
shave. v Noy s yor dare it detain me—tataf you
shanld presume to dot, my =piadvan now n your full
view, would Liv your battery, your aity avd your cas-
tle~in rains, in one hour.”  The awe-straek emperor,
immediitely e onders fop the rostoration of all
Awmertean ~hip-. and confirmed the treaty of 1760, The
Comwndrre vevoked his orders to capture Mooreh
vessels. and thus ina few dnvs brought one of the most
powerful of the Barhary States to the terms of pruce

Decatur, in the schooner Euterprise had tor some time
laid off the wslnd of Malta, preparing for the conrest
which he concluded must be entered into when Com.
Freble wa: ready to direct his whole forces acanst
Tripoli. He had infused into the hinsoms of hi< ofhiccre
and seamen the noble ardoar that inspired hi- own.
Commodore Preble, having settled tn= affair< with the
Emperor of Morocco, was now preparing to accomplish
the great object of hi: expedition—the complete sub-
Jugation of Tripoli.

During this period, Capt. Buinbrilre, in the fiizite
Philadelphia, (vhose fic<t commander wa: Decatur’s
father) with the Vixen Sloop of war, laid before I'ri-
poli, and, with this small force, completely blockaded
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that important port. On the last day of October, the
Philadelphia, lying about fifteen miles from Tripo]i;
Capt. Bainbridge discovered a large ship with Tripoli-
tan colours, between him and the shore. He immedi-
ately gave chase to her, and coutinued the pursuit, un-
til the ship entered the port for safety. In beating out
of the harbour, this noble frigate struck violently upon
an unseen and an undescribed rock. It is wholly im-
possible to conceive what must have been the feelings
of the gallant Bainbridge, and his no less gallant offi-
cers and crew, upon the happening of this dreadful
disaster. He was even in.a worse predicament than
the heroic Trowbridge in the Culloden upon the
ground. He was compelled to remain immoveable ;
‘and, unable to aid, was only a witness of one of the
splendid victories of Nelson:. Bainbridge and his crew,
while the frigate floated, would have fought all Tripoli
single-handed. But bhis irveversible fate was decided
~—the ship could pot then be moved, and he was com-
pelled, when an ovérwhelming Tripolitan force assail-
ed him, to strike the banner of his conntry to the cres--
cent of Mahomet, and, with his noble crew, to be re-
duced to the most abject slavery, which the most mer-
ciless of human beings can inflict upon civilized man.
The whole crew exceeded three hundred Americans ;
and they were immediately immured in a dungeon. In
this crew were Bainbridge, Porter, Jones, and Biddle,
—names familiar to every American who knows or ap-
preciates the glory of their country. Andhere | have
the inficite satisfaction of recording an instance of mu-
tual attachment, perhaps without a parallel in the his-
tory of the most romantic affection.. Capt. Bainbridge,
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his officers and crew. now yoduced, o adearee to
egnabit,, by common msery, pledaed themsihes to
each other, neverto~rpae alive : but to endure ane
common bondage, or enjoy tozether one ceneral ctan-
cipation. Lhe frients of the aceompli-hed Tuditle of-
fered the sum d. manded for hiz van~ci. which he de-
cidedly refused to aceepr. Fhis noble crow were con-
fined in a tower which overtooked the buy of Tripoli.
Th-yv beheld thetr gallwnt conntrymen, wathing triume-
phaatly in their doating bulwarks, and knew that the
day of their redemption would one day come.  They
knew that a Preble, a Decatur, and the winle band of
uncongnerable warrinots from the *~land of thelr home,”
would not torcet them. They knew what they hud
done io Morocco and what they condd do in Tripoh.

it they well sav with the nrst of weninep:,—
zuize tayseifas thon sili—sull, sluvery, thou art
3 bitter cnp 7 They could not help thinking of their
countr.—their trinis  and, what to an ocean-warri-
nor perhaps iz dearer than alll the laurels they wi-hed
0 gain in chostising the diabelical wreiches, who, by
an unavonldite disaster, and not by their couruze, now
bizid them in Jegradeld subjugation.

But we turn from a picture, 2alonrcdin the darkest
chades of human calamity. to one of the brizhtc-t or-
namernts of the Laman race. Lieunterant Decainr, on
tn~ 14th of December suled from Maltw with the
Schooner Enterprise, and i2id his course for Tripoli,
The Tripoltins bad sz2en this little Schooner before,
and the reader already krows what was the resnit of
the interview.

On the 234, in full view of Tripoli, he engaged v
£
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armed Tripolitan vessel; and in a few minutes made
her bis own. She was under Turkish colours and
manuned principally with Greeks and Turks, and com-
manded by a Turkish captain. Under these circum-
stances, the Lieutenant hesitated for some time wheth-
er to detain or release the captured vessel. Upon in-
vestigation, he found that there was on board two very
distinguishied Tripolitan officers, and that the comman-
der of her, in the most dastardly manner, had attacked
the Philadelphia frigate when driven on a rock. He
farther learned that on this occasion he fought under
false colours ; and that when the heroic but unfortu-
nate crew of the Philadelphia could no longer resist
the immense force brought egainst her, he boarded
her; and, with the well known ferocity of a Mahome-
tan, plundered the officers of the captured frigate.
Here the exalted character of Decatur began to be de-
veloped. He was then, as he ever was, a lamb to his
friends—a lion to his encmies. He had before his
eyes the beloved frigate which had fallen a victim to
misfortune and to demons.  But, adhering rigidly to
the rights of war, he manifested no resentment against
the humbled and trembling wretches now in his power.
 His great spirit scorned to make war upon weakness,
or triumph overa fallen foe. He indignantly disposed
of the crew—forwarded the papers of the vessel to
the American government—took her into the service of
his own country, and gave her a name which she af-
terwards so well supported,—Tue Kevcu InTrEPID.
Notwithstanding t)1e loss of the fine frigate Philadel-
phia, aud the bondage of her noble crew, which very
materially reduced the force of Com. Preble’s little
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.squadron, that veteran officer was not to be deterred
from attempting to accomplish the great object of his
government in sending Limto the Mediterranenn. For-
tunately for his own fame, and for the lasting glory and
benefit of his beloved country, he united the most cool
deliberation, with' the moust dauntless courngé. The
first enabled bim to prepare well for the tremendous
contest which lay before bim. He might have exchim-
ed, in the language of an inimituble, although not a very
modern Burd : .

“The wide, th vabounded prospect lies before me,
But shadows, clouds, and darkness sit upon it.”

"The second enabled him, when entered into the
dreadful brunt of devastating warfare, to brave death
in its most appalling and borrid forms. In Lieut. Deca-
tur; herecoznized a chivalrous warriour, who, amidst a
host of dangers and the strides of death, thought less of
himself than he did of his country and his crew. For-
tunately was it, we may again say that there was such a
man- as Preble, at énc!; a time, to cornmand such a man
as Decatur. 'He wanted nothing to stimulate him to the
most daring attempts. At that youthful period of his
life, his courage rather needed restraint than excitement.
Preble, as commander of the little sqnadron in the Me-
diterratiean was in some measure situated as Jackson
wag, when commanding his little army at New Orleans.
His language to Mr. Monroe, then Secretary at War, was,
“ds the safety of this city will depend upon the fate of
this army, it must not be incautiously exposed.” The
gallant. Commodore might have said :—* As the glory
sf my country, the safety of her merchants, and the
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redemptior of my countrymen from slavery, depend
upon my small force, it must not rashly be carried into
a contest, where so many chances are against its suc-
cess.”’

He selected the harbours of the cities of Syracuse
and Messina for his geperal rendezvous in the Mediter-
ranean,—occasionally laid off the island of Malta, and
sometimes carried his squadron into the bay of Naples:
No portion of this globe could afford the ardent hero
and the classical scholar a more sublime subject for
contemplation. Except some sections of the immense
American Republic, no part of our 'vorld seems to have
been created upon a scale so wonderfully grand. 1Itis
calculated to inspire the most exalted views of the
boundless greatness and incomprehensible wisdom of
creative power. ‘Our countrymen were here almost
in view of Etna, and Pesuvius, which have for ages
spread desolation over the cities at their bases, The
gulf of Charybdis, the place where Euphemia once was,
aud where the hideous desolation of earthquakes
are yet visible through Culubria, were within a few
hours sail. In addition™ to this, it has been the the-
atre of the most important events recorded in an-
cient or modern history. The mind of the historian,
the scholar, the poet and the warriour, seem to be ir-
resistibly hurried back to the days of antiquity, and
traces the events and the works which have so astons
ishingly developed the moral, physical, and inteltec-
tual faculties of man. Commodore Preble had in his
squadron many scholars of the first water, as they were
all heroes of the first stamp. The region in which they.
moved, and the object they had to accomplish, were
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‘both cal®lated to stimulate them to that pitch of un-
paralleled enthusiasm, which led them to the achieve-
ment of such unparalleled deeds.

The renowned city of Syracuse is situated upon the
island of Sicily. The historian will readily recollect
its former grandeur and importance ; but the writer has
enjoyed the infinite satisfaction of learning its present
state, from some of the accomplished officers of Com-
modore Preble’s squadron, and other American gentle-
men, who have recently explored the island of Sicily,
and resided in the city of Syracuse. This island was
once the region of fertility ; and while the Roman le-
gions were striding from conquest to conquest, over
what was then called « the whole world,"” this island
was literally their granary. The climaté is altégether
the finest that can be imagined. The soil produces
not.only all the necessaries, but all the luxuries of life,

‘The ancient Syracusans carried their city to a pitch of
grandeur, second only to that of Rome. It can bardly
be believed iu the nineteenth century, that this single
city, in aocient days, furnished one hundred thousand
foot soldiers, and ten thousand horsemen, buf such was
the fact. And when it is mentioned that her navy
amounted to four hundred vessels, the assertion would
‘almost seem to be incredible, but itis no less true. At
that period of their history, the Syracusans flourished
by war,—they afterwards became degenerated by
peace. Rome conquered Greece by arms, and was
herself conquered by the refinements of Greece. It
was easy_for the clans which composed what is gene-
rally called the « Northern Hive” in the fifih century of
the Chnstnn era to conquer them both, They only had

-g *
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to conquer a people by arms, who had congnefed them.’ ;
selvs by effeminacy. The Saxons, from whom English- .
men and Americans principally derive their origin, led
the van of that myriad who precipitated’-themselvegf;
upon the ancient nations -of Europe, and established
those which now so clompletely eclipse their former
splendour. The Gauls, Franks, and other clans follow- .
ed in their train, and European nations are now what
the Romans, Grecians, Carthagenians, and‘other an-.
cient nations were, about the commencement’ of the
Christian era; and London, Paris, and other cities are
now, what Rome, Syracuse, and other cities were then.

While at anchor in the harbour of Syracuse, Lieut.
Decatur, and his brother officers frequently went on
shore, and explored this city of ancient wealth, refines
ment and grandeur. In point of extent, the residence
of the Lieutenant, when in America, (although Phila- -
delphia is the largest city in” our Repub]ic,) it would
bear but a feeble comparison with Syracuse. It is
twenty-two miles in circumference ; although its limits
could then be discovered ooly by the mouldering ruins
of its ancient boundaries. Although the natural charms -
of the country remain the same as they were when the
fiat-of creative poWer brought the universe into exist-""
ence, yet the miserable, degenerated, effeminated, and ’
vitiated descendants of the ancient Syracusans, had so
scandalously degraded the noble ancestors from whom
they descended, that the officers of Commodore Preble’s
squadron, saw nothing in them to excite their respect
—much less their admiration.

But Decatur was not ordered by his government to
sail in an American armed ship, to the Mediterranean



STEPREN DECATUR. 91

for the purpose of visiting the tombs of Archimedes,
Theocritus, Petrarch and Virgil, or to return home and
amuse and delight his countrymen with the present
state of the ¢ classic ground” which thesec splendid gen-
iuses have rendered sacred. His business was to con-
quer a barbarous foe bordering upon another portion
of the Mediterranean, who never had any more pre- .
tensions to the productions of genius, than they have
to the exercise of humanity. He perfectly understood
the ancient character of the Syracusans, and from oc-
cular demonstration, had plenary evidence of their mod-
ern degeperacy. Asthe squadron rendezvoused there
to obtain water and fresh provisions, the officers and
gseamen had occasion frequently to be on shore within
the city by night and by day. Although the American
Republic was at peace with the Neapolitan government,
yet there was no individual safety when intercourse
became necessary with its. vindictive and sanguinary
sﬁbjects. From many ioteresting narrations of many of
the accomplished officers of Commodore Preble’s
squa'dfdu, the fact may be asserted that the Syracus-
ans, who were amongst the most noble of the ancients,
are amongst the most degraded of the moderns, Their
sordid and mercenary rulers exercise & boundless, un-
defined and unrestrained power over the miserable and
degraded people—they, in hopeless despoudence, prey
upyon each other ; and, like Macbeth, having long wa-
ded in blood, may as well advance as to recede ; and, as
if blood was.their aliment, they make a business of as-
sassination. Armed with concealed daggers, stilettoes,
and koives, our unsuspecting officers and seamen were
assailed when the earth was shrouded in darkness, and
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sometimes escaped with their lives by putting their as-
sailants to death, Lieut. Decatur, with his favourite
associate, Midshipman Macdonough, having occasion fo
be ashore until evening, the latter was assailed by three
of these armed assassins. He placed himself against
the wall of an ancient ruin, and defended himself with
his cutlass. He severely wounded two of the asdail- .
ants, the third fled ; and for safety ascended to the top
‘of a building—was pursued by Macdonough, precipita:
ted himself to the ground, and met with the reward of
his infernal thirst for blood, in instantaneous death.
This is no place for grave and prolix reflections—
they belong-to the writers of ethics, and not to the bi-
ographer ; but it is utterly impossible to avoid the in-
guiry, how the human heart can become so completely
divested of the feelings of humanity, and be metamor-
phosed into those of beasts of prey ?—and how those
portions of the world where the arts and sciences not
only once floarished, but may be said almost to have
originated, should now be reduced to a state ‘farrworse
than that which is naturally savage ! Mapy portions of
Asia, Europe and Africa, bordering upon the renowned
Mediterranean sea, are now inhabited by races of men-
far less magnanimous, and little less ferocious, than the
aborigines who roam through the boundless wildei“-f:"
pesses of America, where science never diffused its
lights, and where civilization never imparted its refin-
ed blessings. :
While at Syracuse, Lieut. Decatur was incessantly
employed in preparing his crew for the unequal, the
daring and desperate contest in which he ‘was shortly
to enter. His arduous and impatient soul panted for an
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“opportunity to avenge the injuries of his country, and
above all, to relieve his countrymen from the dreautul’
_state of wretchedness to which they were reduced by
their slavery, under Jussyf, at that time reiguirg Ba-
shaw of Tripoli. ,
It will not, I trust, be deemed a digression—indeed,
upon second thought, it is no digression at all, to make
a brief allusion to the blood-thirsty demon who sat up-
on the blood-stained throne of Tripoli, while Decatur
was pouring out the vindictive wrath of an injured Re-
public, upon bis no less blood- thirsty subjects.
Jussuff, was, to the reigaing family of Tripoli, what
Richard I11. once was to the reigning family of England.
He was a remote heir to the throne of the Bashaw,
filled by his father. The certain progress of the king
of terrors, or the sanguinary hand of some other assas-
ein, might have placed him upon the throne, according
to the laws of succession, (if they have any in Tripoli,)
without ascending it with his hands reeking in the blood
of his father and his eldest brother. Both of these
he had murdered ; and his next oldest. brother, Hamet
- Caramalli, apprehending the same fate, sought arefuge
from unnatural death, by fleeing into Egypt! Having
o other rival, this modern Cain mounted the throne
of his father and his brother ; and, as he had acquired
-it by violating the laws of God, of Nature, and of Mau,
“he endeavoured to support himself upon it, by re-act-
ing the same tragical scenes which carried him to it.
The < compunctious visitings” of conscience, the mon-_
_itor in the human breast, excited no horrors in his
eallous and- feprobate” heart.- A gleam of horrid tri-
"wmph seemed to shed a balefal-and blasting illuminatien
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over his blackened and bloody soul. He * grinaed
“horribly a ghastly smile’ at the fute of his innocent and
exiled brother, and gnashed his teeth at the gallant
Bainbridge, his noble crew and the rest of American
prisoners then in his dungeons. It was in vain for Mr,
Lear, then American Consul, by all the melting and im-
passioned appeals he could make to the obdurate heart
of this devil incarnate, to obtain the least mitigation
of the indescribably wretched bondage to which his
beloved countrymen were reduced. As well might the
lamb bleat for mercy in the paw of a tiger, or the,
child at‘tempt to demolish the Bashaw’s castle with his
wind-gun. Mr. Lear was compelled to be an agonized
spectator of the accumnulated and accumulating miseriés
of gallant Americans, who had left the regions of hap-
piness—the arms of fathers, mothers, brothers and sis-
ters—of wives and children, to redeem by their cour-
age, their own countrymen, who had previousfy been
enslaved. The powerful arms of Bainbridge and his
crew, which, at liberty, would have scattered dedth
amougst 2 host of Turks, were pinioned and lashed to-
gether, and driven to the shore ; and, in taunting de-
rision, commanded to cast their swimming eyes upon
their shiprintes, then wafting in the bay of Tripoli ;
and to heave forth the -ighs of hearts, already bursting,
for the land of their homes. B:t'I must retract,—not
atear was dropped ; pot a sigh was heaved ; for re-
venge had clo-+d the flood gotes of grief, and American
hearts, beatiry in bosoms truly American, panted for
nothing but vengeance upon their demoniacal oppres-
sors.

The Bashaw, who might well be compared to the
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toad which wished to swell itself to the size ofthe ox,
reposed in fancied security. He casta malignant a\unce
at the little squadron in which Decatur was one of the
distingu{shed leaders. He suw'In the bay spreading
before his city, bis batteries, and his castles, a noble
American frigate, (the Philadelphia,) and the pride of
the ‘American navy—upon which the ** star-spangled
banner” once tr}umphamly waved, now added to his
naval forca ;- manoed by a double crew of Tripolitans,
and with the Turkish crescent waving on its mast. He
saw its once gallant crew, miserable slaves in his own
gloomy dungeons ; aud, ia anticipation, feasted his can-
nibal appetite upon all the victims which the American
squadron could add to his list of Christian slaves.
Decatur’s fearless and noble soul was not only arous-
ed to the highest pitch -of enthusiastic courage, but it
was absolutely inflamed with desperation to behold his
former companions in the navy thus ‘degraded—thus
bumiliated—thus subjagated. - But, like a lion growl-
ing at'a distance, and indicating to his foe their {uture
fate, he was restrained, by a superior power, from rush-
ing too precipitately upon the barbarous ‘enemy he
wished instantly to encounter. All personal consider-
ations were completely merged and lost in the agony he
felt for his brother officers and seamen io slavery. He
had taken his life in his hand, and seemed anxious to
oﬁ'er it up, if so decreed by the God of battles for the
redemption of his endeared countrymen. Bat the gal-
lant, the noble, and yet cautious Preble, his almost
adored commander, knew full well that the meuns in
his hands must be directed with the utmost caution
to accomplish the end he had in view. With no less
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ard®ur than Decatur, be had a far greater responsibili-

ty as cominander in chief of the little American squad-

ron. He coul sot epduie tire thought, that his favor-

ite officer, should fall?ﬁctim to his lesperate courage ;

and the gallant Lieutepant was, for a time, restrained

from attempting the desperate and romantic enter-

prize. . L
It is hardly within the compass of the human imagi-

nation to conceive of a combination of circhmsfanc@s
so well calculated to inspire the soul of an ardent and chi-

valrous hero, like Decatur, as the situation of the Phi-
ladelphia frigate and her gallant crew. She was built.
in the city where he had spent the days of his boy-
hood—where he obtained the rudiments of a polite ed-
ucation, and the theoretical principles of naval tactics.
In addition to this, his beloved and gallant father was
her first commander. Further—his companions (her
crew) with whom, for previous years, he-had served
in ourinfant Navy, were heldin ¢ durance vile” by the
vilest of wretches who bear the form of man. These
were epough—but let not the cool reasoners upon bu-
man motives and human passions sneer when it is said,
that a consideration paramount to all these swayed his
noble heart—nrs counTRY was DEcrapED. That,
indeed, was enough for him ; for his whole life evinced
that his country was first in his heart—first in hijs arm,
and first in the hour of appalling danger. To that
country his immortalized father had dedicated him—to
that country he had voluntarily devoted himself, Had
he notbeen educated in a Christian country, it would
seem as if he had taken his system from the doctrines
taught by Lycurgus to the ancient Spartans.—¢ Obed:-
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ense to the laws—respect for parents—reverence for old
age—inflexible honour—uidaunted courage—contempt
of danger and of death :—and, above all, TRE LOVE OF
GLORY AND OF COUNTRY.”'®

To recapture the Philadelphia, was absolutely im-
practicable, as the writer has been assured by some of
the accomplished officers of Commodore Prebie's
squadron. She was moored under the guns of the
Bashaw’s castle and his extensive and powerful batteries,
and was herself completely prepared to join them in re-
pelling any assailant that should approach her. There
were these alternatives—She must either be destroyed,
constantly blockaded, or suffered to escape and commit
depredations upon the commerce and outrage upon the
citizens of the country who built, equipped and manned,
her.

.Decatur, with the most impassioned and fe;'vent ap-
peals tv the Commodore, eotreated him to permit an
attempt to destroy her as che lay at her moorings. It
Was an attempt so pregnant with danger, and approach-
ing so mear fo certain destruction, that the heroic,
though cautious Preble hesitatedin granting the request.
The immineat hazard of the enterprise was pointed out

- in such a manuner as was calculated to allay -the ardour
of the most romantic heroism. But Decatur, rising
above the ordinary .calcnlations of chances—retiring
into his own bosom, and forming his judgment from his
own exalted gallantry, took no counsel from fear, but

# Vide Professor T'ytler's Lectures, on the Elerents of Cen-
eral History, Ancient and Modern.
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volunteered his services to his superior officer, to com-
mand the desperate expedition. At length

¢He wrung from him his slow leave,’—

and immediately commenced his preparations for the
awful undertaking. The ardour ofthe Lieutenant was
increased as the danger of the attempt was magnified.
At this early period of his life, he seemed to have revi-
ved the spirit which pervaded the hearts of men in the
¢« Age of Chivalry ;” and to have adopted the ancient
axiom ““the greater the danger the greater the glory.”
But let it be remembered that Decatur sought for glory;
only by the discharge of duty.

Uniting the most consummate sagacity, with the most
daring courage, he selected the little Ketch Intrepid,
which as previously mentioned he had himself captured,
in full view of the bay where the Philadelphia was moor-
ed. He was aware that if the expedition should prove
successful, it would render the mortification of the in-
solent Bashaw doubly severe, to see a little vessel
which lately belonged to his own marine force, boldly
advance under the guns or his battery and castle and
destroy the largest ship that belonged to his navy.
A ship too which he neither built nor honourably cap-
tured, but which became his by the irresistable laws of
the elements.

No sooner was it known that this expedition was to
be undertaken, than the crew of Lieut. Decatur volun-
teered their services—ever ready to follow their be-
loved commander to victory or to death. Other sea-
men followed their example. Nor was this the most
conclusive evidence of the unbounded confidence plac-
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ed in his skill and courage.” Licut. CHARLES STEWART,
also volunteered under Decatur;’ and for the expedi-
tion took the Brig Syrep, and a few boats; and, to
show still farther the high estimation in which he was
holden—Lieut. James Lawsrence, and Caaries Mor-
r1s, aud Taomas Macnoxoven (then midshipmen) en-
tered on board the lntrepid with Decatur. What a
constellation of rising ocean heroes were here associa-
ted! They were then all young officers, almost un-
known to fame. MNow their names are all identified
with the naval glory of the American Republic.
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CHAPTER VIIL

Tmproper estimate of battles—Licutenant Decatur sails for Tri-
poli in the Ketch Intrepid—Baffled by adverse winds—diminy
tion of provisions—Reaches the harbour of Tripoli 16th Feb,
1804—Loses the assistance of the Syren and the boats—Enters
the harbour with the Ketch Intrepid—Boards the Philadelphia,
followed by Morris, Lawrence, Macdonough and the crew—
Compels the Turks to surrender—Sets the Philadelphia frfgaf_;e
on fire, and secures his retreat—Gen. Eaton and Caramalli—
Consternation of Bashaw—Joy of American prisoners—Small
force of Commodore Prebie.

The readers of history are extremely prone to at-
tach importance to battles upon land or upon seain
proportion to the numbers engaged in them, and to
hestow a greater or less degree of applause upon the
victors on the same principle. Nothing can be more
fallacious. The battle of New Orleans, in America,
in point of courage and generalship, equalled that of
Waterloo in Europe ; and the event we are about to
record, is not surpassed, if indeed it was equalled, by
the victory at Copenhagen. We do not here speak of
the consequences which followed to the different coun-
tries, but of the herves who achieved the victories ;
and it is fearlessly asserted that when every circum-
stance is takep into consideration, that the fame of
Yackson in the one will vie with that of Wellington,—
and Decatar’s in the other with that of Nelson.

As soop as the crews of the Ketch Intrepid and the
brig Syren were made up, the utmost dispatch was
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wsed in preparing them for the expedition. The
Ketch was fitted out as a fire ship, in case it should be
necéssary to use her assuch., The Brig with the boats
accompanying her, were to aid, as circumstances ren-
dered it necessary, and to receive the crew of the
Ketch if she was driven to the necessity of being blown
up.

Upoo the 3d day of February, Decatur weighed an-
chor in the little Intrepid, accompanied by Lieut. Stew-
art, in the Syren, who was also accompanied by the
boats A favourable wind would have wafied them to
their destined port in less than five days ; but for fif-
teen days, they encountered the most boisterous and
tempestuous weather. Instead of encountering a bar-
barous enemy, they were buffeting the waves and
struggling {or life with a tamultuous and agitated sea.
Nothing could be better calculated to repress the ar-
dour of Decatur and his little band.. His provisions
were diminished and almost expended ; and although
not a murmaur escaped -from the lips of the humblest
seaman, it may well be -imagined what must be their
reflections, when liable every hoar to be swallowed
up by the waves ; and if they escaped them tobe fam-
ished with hunger ! Men of the stoutest hearts who
would undauntedly rush to the canson’s mouth, be-
came even children at the prospect of famine.

At Jength, upon the memorable 16th of February,
1804, a little before snn-set, Decatar bove in sight of
the-bay of Tripoli, and of the frigate Philadelphia, with
the Turkish Crescent proudly waving at her head.
The apprehensions arising from storms and famine

.were suddenly banished by the prospect of a glorious
g*
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victory or a glorious death. Lord Nelson, when en-
tering into the action of Cape St. Pincent, exclaimed,
¢ @Qrorrovs VicToRy—oR WESTMINSTER ABEEY.’®
Decatar might have exclaimed—¢* Thae PuiLapeLruis
Fricare—or 4 MonumesTt v Pmivaperenia Crrr.”

It had previously been arranged between Decatur
and Lieut. Stewart that the Intrepid accompanied by
‘the boats which had been attached to the Syren, should
enter the harbour at 10 o’clock—with the utmost possi-
ble silence bear down upon the Philadelphia, and take
her by boarding. But as if fate had entered its vefo
against the success of the expedition, the Syren, with
all the boats, by a change of wind, were driven from
five to ten miles from the Intrepid, leaving Decatur,
with only seventy voluoteers in this small Ketch.
The moment of decision had come. His provisions:
were nearly expended, and the expedition must have
been relinquished for that season unless the object of
it was now accomplished. He knew that his gallant lit-
tle crew were as true to him as the needle, by which he
directed his ketch to Tripeli, was to the pole. Wher:
ever he would lead, he knew they would follow. Hav-
ing a Maltese pilot on board the Ketch, he ordered him

v

* To the common reader, the e xclamation of Nelson may not
be altogether intelligible. It has, for some centuries been custo-
mary in England to entomb the bodies of Heroes, Statesmen,
Poets, &c. in “ Westminster Abbey” as one of the highest honours
that can be bestowed upon the ¢ illustrious dead,’” and to erect
a monument or statue near them. The great Doct. Johnson, in
the agonies of death, was consoled, when told that his body
would be there deposited. The reader will find an elegant des-
cription of this ancient Cemetery in Professor Siliman’s Jout.
nal. ’
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to answer the hail from the frigate in the Tripolitan
tongue ; and, if they were ordered to come to an an-
chor, to answer that they had lost their anchors upon
the coast in a gale of wind, and that a compliance with
the order was impossible. He addressed his gallant
officers and men in the most animated and impaseioned
style—pointed out to them the glory of the achieve-
ment, which would redound to themselves, and the last-
ing benefit it would secure to their country-—that it
would hasten the redemption of their brother seamen
from horrble bondage, and give to the name of Ameri-
cans an exalted rank even amengst Mahometans. Eve-
ry heart on board swelled with enthusiasm, and re-
sponded to the patriotic sentiments of their beloved
commander, by wishing to be led immediately into the
contest. Every man was completely armed—not only
with the most deadly weapons, but with the most daunt-
less courage.

The reader may form some faint conceptions of the
tremendous hazard of this engagement, by learning that
the Philadelphia was moored near the Bashaw’s exten-
sive and powerfal batteries, and equally near to what
he deemed his impregnable castle. One of ‘her full
broadsides of twenty six guns pointed directly into the
harhoar, and were all mouated and loaded with double
beaded shot. Two of the Tripolitan’s largest corsairs
werd anchored within two cable’s length of her star-
board quarter, while-a great number of heavy gun-
boats were stationed about the same distance from her
starboard bow. As the Bashaw had reasons daily to
expect an attack from Com. Preble’s squadron, the
Tripolitan commander ®f the Philadelphia had aug-
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mented her crew to nearly a thousand Turks. - In ad-
dition to all these formidable,—yea, appalling conside-
rations, Decatur and his noble crew knew full well.
that after having entered into this dreadfully unequal
combat there was no escape. It wasa ¢ forlorn hope”—
1t was victory, slavery, or death—death perhaps by the
hands of the Turks—perhaps by the explosion of the
Intrepid.

As soon as darkness had concealed the Ketch from’
the view of the Tripolitans, Decatur bore slowly.into
the harbour, and appreached the numerous magazines
of death which were prepared to repel or destroy any
assailant that should approaeh. The light breeze he
had when he entered the harbour, died away, and a
dead calm succeeded. At 11 o’clock, he had approach-
ed within two hundred yards of the Philadelphia, An
unbroken silence for the threg preceding hours had
prevailed ; reminding the poetical reader of the ex-
pressive couplet—

¢ A fearful silence now invades the esr,
And in that silence all a tempest fear.”

At this portentous moment, the hoarse and dissonant
voice of a Turk hailed the Intrepid, and ordered her to
come to anchor. The faithful Maltese pilot answered
as previously directed, and the sentinel supposed ¢ all
was well.”” The Ketch gradually approached thé fri-
gate ; and when within about fifty yards of her, Deca-
tur ordered the Intrepid’s small boat: to take a rope
and make it fast to the fore chains of the frigate, and the
men to return immediately on board the Ketch., This
done, some of the crew with fhe rope, began to warp
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the Ketch along-side the Philadelphia. 'Theimperious

Turks at this time began to imagine that * all was not

well.” The Ketch was suddenly brought into coatuct

with the frigate—Decatur, full armed, darted like light-
ning upon her deck, and was immediately followed by
Midshipman Morris. Fora full minute they were the
only Americans on board, contending with hundreds of
Turks. Lieut. Lawrence and Midshipman Macdon-
eugh, as soon as possible, followed their commander,
and were themselves followed by the whole of the Litle
crew of the Intrepid. A scene followed which beggars
éescription. The consternation of the Turks, increas-
ed the wild confusion which the un‘bxpected assault
occasioned. They rushed upon deck from every oth-
er part of the frigate, and instead of aiding, obstructed
each other in defending her. Decatar and his crew
formed a front equal to that of the Turks, and then im-
petuously rushed upon them. It was the business ofthe
Americans to slay, and of the Turks to die. It was

impossible to ascertain the number slain ; but it was
estimated from twenty to thirty. As soon asany Turk
was wounded, he immediately jumped overboard, choos-
ing a voluntary death, rather than the disgrace of loos-

ing blood by the hand of a ¢ Christian dog,”’ as the
Mahometans universally call all Christians. Those
who were not glain, or who had leaped overboard, ex-
eepting one, escaped in a boat to the shore.

Decatur now found himself in complete possession
of the Philadelphia, and commanded upon the same
deck where his gallant father had commanded before
him. But in life, he was in the midst of death. He
could not move the frigate, for there was no wind—he



106 LIFE OF

could not tow her out of the harbour, for he had not
safficient strength. The Bashaw’s troops commenced
a tremendous fire from their batteries and the castle
upoun the frigate. The gun-boats were arranged in
the harbonr ; and the two corsairs near her were
pouring their fire into her starboard quarter. Deca-
tur and his gallant companions remained in the frigate,
cool and collected, fully covinced that that was the only
place where they could defend themselves. Finding
it totally impossible to withstand, for any length of time,
such a tremendous cannonade as was now bearing upon
him, he resolved to set the frigate on fire in every one
of her most combustible parts, and run the hazard of,
escaping, with his officers and seamen, in the little In-
trepid, whichstiil lay along side of her. It was a mo-
ment, pregnant with the most awful, or the most happy
consequences to these gallant heroes. After the con-
flagration commenced, Decatur and his associates en-
tered the Ketch asitincreased, and for some time were
in imminent damger of being blown up with her. As
if heaven smiled upon the conclusion of this enter-
prise, as it seemed to frown upon its beginning, a fa-
vourable breeze at this moment arose, which blew the
Intrepid directly out of the reach of the enemy’s can-
non, and enabled Decatur, his officers and seamen, to
behold, at a secure distance, the furious flames and
rolling columns of smoke, which issued from the Phi-
ladelphia. As the flames heated the loaded cannon in
the frigate, they were discharged, one after the other
~—those pointing into the harbour without any injury,
and those pointing into the city of Tripoli, to the great
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damage and consternation of the: barbarous wretches
who had loaded them to destroy our countrymen.

It is whoily impossible for those unaccustomed to
scenes like this, to form n conception of the feelings of
Decatur and his comrades upon this occasion. Their
safe retreat was next to a resurrection from the dead.
Not an American was slain in the desperate rencontre,
and but four were wounded. Commodore Preble
might well exclaim to Lieut. Decatar upon joining his
squadron, as an ancient Baron to his favourite Knight—

“Welcome to my arms ; thou art fiice a conqueror,
 For thou bringest home full nambers.”

‘Equally impossible is it to imagine the feelings of Capt.
Bainbridge and his companions in bondage upon this al-
most miraculous event. They heard the roar of can-
non in their gloomy dungeon, and saw the gleaming
light of the flames ; but knew not the cause. Upon
learning the cheering tidings, joy comverted their
chains and cords to silked threads. It was a presage
of their deliverance, and foretold to them a glorious
ubilee. ,

The highest reward a gallant and aspiring officer can
recoive is ProMoTion ; and to promote, is the most dif-
ficult duty of our government. If by a successful en-
terprise like that just described, a junior officer attracts
the attention of his government, and excites the admi-
ration of his countrymen, the first naturally expects
promotion, and the last, so far as they can, seem to de-
mand it. Senior officers, not having had an opportunity
to signalize themselves, feel the very excess of morti-
fication at seeing a junior carried over their heads for
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any reason whatever. It was this that all but drove
the gallant and lamented Lawrence to a resignation.
It would be a digression to detail the particulars ; they
are familiar with every critical reader of our naval
history. - At the time of Decatur’s first, and in the es-
timation of some, his greatest achievement, there was
no intermediate grade between a first. Lieutenant and
that of Post-Captain, to which he was promoted for the
destruction of the Philadelphia. The most convineing
evidence I can furnish of the very high estimation in
which Decatur, thus early in life, was holden by his
brother officers, who were his seniors, is, that they vo-
luntarily consented, that he should be promoted over
them ; thus furnishing ¢ confirmation, strong as proof.
of holy writ,” of the consummate skill and gallantry of
Decatur, and of the exalted magnanimity of his brother
officers.

Capt. Decatur, remained with the squadron of Com.
Preble at their rendezvous until the spring of 1804,
enjoying with his admiring comrades the high reputa-
tion he had acquired. Far, however, from being sat-
isfied with one glorious achievement, he only consid-
ered it as the beginning of a life of glory.

The unvarying modesty of all our naval championg,
has become proverbial. It is not that affected modes-
iy which made Cesar for a time decline a crown, and
then accept of it ; -but that real dignified modesty which
is a concomitant with real and exalted worth. So far
from gasconading boasting, they seldom speak of them-
selves or their achievements ; and instead of monopo-
lizing the applause which the world is anxious to bes-
tow upen them, they rather seem solicitous that their
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comrades should fully participate with them in the fame
they have acquired. A literary correspondent of the
writer when requested to furnish some memoranda of
one of our most distinguished Post-Cuaptains, thus ex-
presses himself :—** With respect to anccdoles drawn
from private communications. as far as my own abserva-
tion has extended, Capt, **¥ERRXXEEE (5 & mar aof such
singular modesty, that in the course of an unreserved ac-
guaintance with him for some years, I do not remember
ever having heard him speak, in detarl; of any incidents
connected with such of -his omn actions as r¢flect lustre
on himself, or are highly interesting to the public . A
more perfect picture of Capt. Decatur could not be
drawn. He always seemed to have forgol‘en what he
had accomplished, and only looked forward to the tem-
ple of Fame, through the long and brilliant vistu of
deeds of immortal renown. -
Com. Preble, {ully sensible of the deficiency of his
squadron in vessels of a smaller class, negociated with
the king of - Napl~s for the loan ot two bombards, and
six gun-boats. Nelson, when commanding i-nmense
squadrons of ships of the line declared that ** Frgotes
were the eyes of o fleet ;” and gnn-boats vere 1o Prelile,
what frigates were to him. This greast waa, and vete-
ran officer, had the scaotiest means to accomnlich ain.st
important end. But as the gallant Henry V. with his
little army before Agincourt ¢ wished nal:for ansther
man from England,” ¢0 Preble wish~d ot Lo anather
keel, another gun, or another man from Anericu. Iis
noble soul cenverted hislittle.sguadrac into a powerful
fleet, and, surrounded by such officcrs as Decatur, So.
mers, Stewart, Lawrence, Morris, Macdeuough, Trippe,
10
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and others, then less known, and perhaps equally gal-
lant, his comrades were magnified into a mighty host.

While Com. Preble was thus preparing to negociéte
with the tyrannous and murderous Jussuff at the mouth
of his cannoa, and to send his ultimatum in powder and
ball, Mr. William Eaton, who had previeusly been a
consul from America up the Mediterranean, conceived
the daring and romantic project of restoring Hamet Car-
amolli to the throne of Tripoli which had been usurped
by the reigning Bashaw. Hamet had relinquished all
hopes of regaining a throne which had always been ac-
quired by blood and assassination. Like a philosopher,
he had retired to Egypt, where the Beys of that an-
cient kingdom extended to him their protection and
their hospitality. To use his own language as transla-
ted into ours be—*¢ reposed in the security of peace—
had almost ceused to repine for the loss of hes throne, and
regretted only the lot of his unhappy people, dootned to
the yoke of his cruel and tyrannical brother.” Novel
language this, to be sure, in the mouth of an Ishmaeli-
tish Mahometan ! How much his < unhappy people”
would have been benefitted' by his reign, cannot
now be determined ; as he is not amongst the * ]egiﬁ-
mate sovereigns” who have in later times waded
through the blood of their own subjects to thrones from
which they were driven by the public voice ;—thrones
which tremble beneath them, and which they maintain
only by the strong arm of power.

Some few Americans from the American squadron,
Jjoined Eaten, and, many natives of various tribes, lan--
gunages and colours flocked tc his standard. A motley
sort of an army was thus formed, and Eaton placed
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himself at theic head as a General. He repaired to
Alexandria, and found the feeble Curamalli, us just
mentioned ** reposing in security and peace.” Fortu-
nate indeed had it been for him, if he had remnined in
safety by continuing in obscurity. Few instances are
loft us upon record of princes who have been exiled
from their thrones aod kingdems, who have enjoyed
either of them upon their restoration. The houses of
Stuart, Bourbon and Braganzi furnish the commentary.
The expiring hopes of Caramalli, were brightened up
by the ardent and romantic Eaton as asudden gust eli-
cits aspark from the faiat glimmering light in the socket.
He cast alonging eye toward the dangerous throne of T'ri-
poli, more than half a thousand miles distant, between
" which and himself stretched an immense desert sec-
ond dnly in barrenness and desolation to that of Zahara.
Bat nothicg could repress the ardour of Euaton. The
idea of an American, taking from the land where Pha-
raoh once held the children of Israel in captivity, an
exiled prince, and placing him upon the throne of a
distant kingdom, had something in it so outrageously
captivating, that the enthusiastic mind of the chivalrous
Eaton was lost to every other consideration.

"~ The grateful Caramalli, if an Ishmaelite can be
grateful, took leave of his Egyptian friends, and placed
himself under the banner of Eaton. He entered into a
conéentz'mg, with the Geoeral, by which he promised im-
mense favours to the Americans, and to make the én-
gagements reciprocal, the General promised to restore
him to his throne. = This diplomatic arrangement was
doubtless mutually satisfactory to the partics, although
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the American and Tripolitan governments had no hand
in this negociation. -

Caramalli, his General, and a great assemblage of in-
~ongruous materials, called an army, moved across the
deserts ; and endured every thing which they might
have anticipated from the nature of the country. After
passing about six hundred miles they reached the city
of Derne, which they triumphantly entered, and at
least found some repose and a supply for their immedi-
ate wants. h

The reigning Bashaw, in the mean time, had augmen-
ted his garrisons to three thousand Turkish troops, and
an army of more than tswenty thousand Arabs were en-

“camped in the neighbourhood of the strong city of Tri-
poli. However contemptuously he might smile at the
force which surrounded his approaching brother, by
land, and however little he cared for the loss of the
little city of Derne, a ¢ fearful looking for of judgment”
harrowed his guilty soul, when he beheld the whole of
Com. Preble’s squadron, upon the first week of August,
approaching the harbsur of Tripoli.

He had seen the gallant Capt. Decatur, in his bay,
capture one of his corsairs.—~He had seen the same
warriour, with the same corsair, destroy bis heaviest
ship of war, under the very guns of his batteries and
cas:le, surrounded also by his marine force. The name
of Decatur sounded in his ear, like the knell of his
parting glory ; and when he saw the broad pendant of
PregLE, waving upon that wonder-working ship the Con-
sTiTUTION, and surrounded by Brigs, Bombards, and
Gun-boats, he almost despaired. He had the crew of
the Philadelphia, and many other Americans, in wretch-
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ed bondage. Determining to extort an enormous ran-
som for the prisoners, from the American government,
to enable him to support the vain and gorgeous pageant-
ry of royalty, he demanded the sum of six hundred
thousand dollars for their emancipation, and an unnual
tribute, as the price of peace.  This, Me. Lear indig-
nantly rejected. He left it with such negociutors as
Preble, Decatur, &¢. to mmke the interchange of pow-
ers, and to agree upon the preliminaries of a treaty.

~ After having stated that the whole of Com. Preble’s
squadron laid before Tripoli, the reader may have been
led to suppose that it was a very formidable force.
But to prepare the mind to follow him and his comrades
into the harbour, aed to pursué him fo the very mouths
of the Bashaw’s cannon upon his balteries, in his castle,
and on board his corsairs, gua-boats, and other marine
force, mounting little less than three hundred cannon—
Let it be remewbered that A7s whole squadron, inclu-
ding the Neapolitan bombards and guo-boats, mounted
less guns than one completely armed Seventy-Four,
and one Frigate. His squadron consisted of one frigate,
t;h‘reve brigs. (oneof which had been caplured from the
enemy,) three schooners, two bombards, «nd tix gun-
boats. His men amounted to a very little over one
thousand, a considerable number of whom were Nea-
politans upon whom he could place bat little reliance
in a close engagement with Turks. But he felt likea
warricur-—and knew that Americans were such,

[T

From hearts so ﬁrm,
Whom dangers fortify, snd teils inspirc,
What has a leader not to hope

1c*



114 LIFE OF

CHAPTER IX.

Lieutenant Decatur promoted to the rank of CAPTATN—Prepa-
rations for a general attack upon Tripoli—Capt, Decatur takes
command of a division of Gun-boats—Disparity of force be-
tween his and the enemy’s—He grapples and captures a Tri-
politan boat—Is bearing for the squadron with his prize—Hears
of the treacherous murder of his brother, Lieut. James Dccatar
—Returns to the engagement, and followed by Midshipman
Macdonough and nine seamen, boards the enemy’s boat—
Slays the T'urk who slew his brother,and bears his second prize
to the squadron—Other achievements of the Squadron, Bom-
bards, and Gun-boats—Effects of the attack upon the Ba-
shaw, and T'ripolitans.

Capt. Decutur, at this time, (August 1804) was pla-
ced in the first grade of officers in the American Navy;
and, to remind him of the gallant achievement for
which he was there placed, his cominission bore date
the memorable 16th day of February, 1804. He also
received a vote of thanks, expressed in the most ap-
plauding terms, and also an elegant sword, for the de-
struction of the Philadelphia frigate. These high
honours were amongst the first of this nature’bestowed
upon the officers of the Navy. They were more grat-
ifving to such a mind as Decatar’s, than it would have
been to have captured a fleet of merchuntmen, andto
have shared largely inthe prizes. Far from being ela-
ted with these unequivocei tokens of the approbation
of his government and commander, ke sought only te
shew the world, by his future conduct, that he desery-
ed them.

There being but one frigate in the squadron, and
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that commanded by Commodore Freble, there was yet
no national ship in the Mediterranenn, of a rate that
corresponded with Captain Decatar’s grade. But lit-
tle did he care in what sort of vessel he served his
country, so be it he could efliciently aid in compelling
the imperious Jussuff to bow to American prowess ;
and, after being humihated, to release from bondage
the noble and gallant Bainbridge—his gallant officers
and seamen—and all the Americaos holden in Mahom-
etan slavery.

Commodore Preble had made the best possible prep-
arations bhe could, with his limited means, to effect his
ultimate object. The two preceding squadrons sent
fromi America to the Mediterranean under Commo-
dores Dale and Morris had gone but little beyond mere
blockading ships—for this was all they could do. The
American goverument, in the season of 1804 used eve-
ry exertion to prepare a respectable augmentation to
Commaodore Preble’s squadron, and in the mean time
he was preparing fo make ‘‘demonstrations’” upon
Tripoli rather more impressive than those made by ten
times his force npon fort M¢’Henry, fort Bowyer, and
fort St. Phillip by immense British squadrons, in the
war of 1812 in America.

Afier having been baffled for a long time by adverse
winds, he reached the harbour of Tripoli in the last
week of July. The Bashaw affected to disguise the
real apprebensions he felt by exclaiming to his cour-
tiers—* They will mark their distance for tacking—they
are a sort of Jews whoghave no notion of fighting.”” He
Lad not yet sufficiently studied the American character ;
and needed a few more lessons from Decatur to enable
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him thoroughly to comprehend it. He was soon to
ledrn that Americans upon the ocean were not like the
children of Israel, or the descendants of Ishmael.

Captain Decatur was selected by Commodore Preble
to command one division of the Gun-boats, and Lieut,
Somers the other. The duty imposed upon them was
of a nature the most hazardous ; as from the little wa-
ter they drew, they could come almost into contact
with the Bashaw’s batteries and castle, where the nu-
merous gun-boats of the Tripolitans were stationed,
As this was one of the most desperate engagements
amongst the numerous ones in which Capt. Decatur
was ever called to display his personal prowess as well
as his nautical skill and desperate courage, the reader
will indulge the writer in detailing it particularly, as
related to him: by one of the officers on board the Con-
stitotion, lying in full view of the bloody scene.

The bombards, each carrying a mortar of thirteen
inches, were commanded, one by Lieut. Commandant
Dent, dnd the other by first Lieut. Robinson, of the
Constitution. I'he Gun-boats were thus arranged,
mounting each a brass twenty-six pounder,

SECOND DIVISION. FIRST DIVISION.

Boat No. IV. Capt. Decatur No. I. Lieut. Somers
No. V. Lieut. Bainbridge No. 1I. Lieut. J. Decatur
No. VL Lieut. Trippe No. Ill. Lieut, Blake -

The Constitution, the Brigs and the Schooners, were
to be situated to cover them from the fire of the batte-
ries and the castle, and to silence the tremendous can-
nonade expected from more than two hundred pieces
of heavy ordnance mounted in them, and on the ma-
rine force of the enemy. Although the squadron had
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been long in the Mediterranean, the unceasing vigi-
lance and assiduity of Com. Preble, Capt. Decatur, and
the rest of the officers and seamen, had kept it in the
. most complete preparation forany service. The Bashaw
was also prepared to receive them, nad, (as he confi-
dently expected,) to repulse them. Preble had notthe
most distant wish to enter the city with his small force.
He was determined, if possible, to destroy the naval
force, the batteries, and the castle of the enemy, and
conquer them into peace upon his chosen element.

Upon the 3d of August, the gales had subsided, and
the Commodore resolved to commence an attack. The
disparity of force between Preble anl the Bashaw at
Tripoli was much greater than that of Nelson and the
king of Deamark at Copenhagen. At about half past
ten o’clock, the two bombards from signals praviously
arranged, stood in for the town, followed by the whole
squadron, in the most gallant style. More than two
hundred of the Bashaw’s guns were brought to bear
directly upon the American squadron. Included in
this force of the eneiny, were one heavy armed Brig—
two Schooners—two large Gallies, and nineteen Gun-
boats each of superior force to those cominanded by
Capt. Decatur and Lieut. Somers; as they moanted
each a twenty-four brass pounder in the bow, and two
smaller guns in the stern.—The number of men in
each boat of the enemy, were forty. In the six bouts
of our squadron, were twenty-seven Americane, and
thirteen Neapolitans each ; but as the latter, in cloge
engagement, remained aghast in awe-struck astonish-
ment, and declined boarding, they were of but little
service.
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Thus, then, at the commencement of the engage.
ment between the rival gun-boats, the different forces
stood :

American. ] Tr’ipalitari.
Gun-boats 6, Guns 6. | Gun-boats 19
. Officers Guns . 57
Americans 162 w
Neapolitans 78 gse::lien gi’AO Otificers and Seamen 760

To ¢ make assurance doubly sure,” the enemy’s gun-
bosts were stationed directly under cover of the Ba-
shaw’s bafteries, and within gnn-shot of them.  So per-
fectly confident were their commanders of a decisive
victory, that the sails of every one of them had been
removed. Com. Preble had so placed bis squadron
as to afford every possible aid to his two Bombards, and
his six Gun-boats ; bat his ulterior object was to pour
his heaviest shot into the batteries, the castle and the
town,—knowing that if he dismayed the boasting Ba-
shaw in his den, his affrighted slaves would flee in pro-
miscuous consternation.

The elevated roof of the palace,—the terraces of
the houses, and every building capable of sustaining
spectators were crowded to overflowing, to behold the
trinmph of Mahometans over Christians.

At a hittle before 3 o’clock, the gallant Commodore
made gigual for general action. The bom>bards advan-
ced; and with a precision and rapidity, perfectly -
tonishing, poured their s:<1ls iato the city. The im-
mense force of the Bashav. immediately opened their
whole batteries upon the :qu~lron, from the land and
in the harbeur. The Constitation, the Brigs, and
Schooners advanced within musket-shot of them, and
answered the fire of the enemy.
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Gapt. Decatur, in the leading gun-boat of his division,
followed by Lieutepants Bainbridge und Trippe, in
Nos. 5 and 6, bore impetuously into the midst of the
enemy’s windward division of nine Gun-bonts, consist-
ing of the men and gans before mentioned. He had
previously ordered his three boats to unship their bow-
sprit, as he and his dauntless cowmrades resolved to
board the epemy. Lieat. Somers and his division
were to follow and support Capt. Decatur’s; but his
and Lieut. Blake’s boats had fallen so far to leeward
that it was impossible. Lieut. James Decatur, of No.
11. however, brought his boat into his tntrepid broth-
er’s division, and entered into the engagement nearly
at the same time with him. A contest more unequal
cannot be imagined. As sooa as the contending boats
were brought into contact with each other, the dis-
charge of the cannon and musketry on board of them
almost entirely ceased, and the more bloody and de-
structive struggle with swords, sabres, espontoons,
spears, scimitars, and other deadly weapons succeeded.
Capt. Decatur grappled an enemy’s boat, full armed
and full mahned—Ileaped on board her—was followed
by only fifteen Americans (little more than one third of
the Tripolitans in numbers) and in the space of ten mi-
nates made her his prize.

At this momeot the American Gun-boats were
brought within range of the Bashaw’s batteries, which
opened a tremendous caunonade upon them. Commo-
dore Preble, perceiving the imminent danger, and the
alinost inevitable destruction of Capt. Decatur’s divi-
sion of boats, immediately ordered the signal for re-
treat to be made. In the heat of the battle of Copen-
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hagen, Lord Parker ordered the signal for vetreat to
be made. -One of Nelson’s officers observedit, and re.
minded the Admiral of the circumstance. He immed;.
ately raised his glass to his stone-blind eye—declare¢
he ¢“ could not see it”’—and, at the hazard of his li%,
for disobedience of orders, gained one of his greatest
victories. It was not so with the no less valiant Deca.
tur. Amongst the numerous signals on board the Com-
modore’s ship, that for the retreat of the boats had
been omitted. The dauntless Preble then advanced
with the Constitution, the Brigs, and the Schooners,
to within three cable’s length of the batteries—com-
pletely silenced them by a few broadsides, and covered
the retreat of the Gun-boats with their prizes, *

Butaduty, encircled with peril without a parﬁll?l’-—_
an achievement to be performed without an equal—i
display of aflection surpassing the tales of romance—
and the sudden execntion of vengeance upon trangres-
sion remained for Capt. Decatur, before he left the
blood-stained harbour of Tripoli.

His gallant brother, Lieut. James Decatur, no less
daring than himself, had captured a Tripolitan Guz-
boat ; and, after it was surrendered to him, its com
mander, with diabolical perfidiousness, cootbined with
dastardly ferocity, shot him dead, just as he was step-
ping upon the deck ! While the Americans were re-
covering the body of theirslain commander, the Turk
escaped with the prize-boat. As Capt. Decatur was
bearing his prize triumphantly out of the harbour, this
heart-rending catastrophe was communicated to him.

Instinctive vengeance sudden as the electric shock;
took possession of his naturally humane and philan-
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thropic seul. It was no time for pathetic lamentation.
The mandate of nature and of nature’s God cried aloud
in his ear—'* AVENGE A BROTHER'S BLooD.” With a
celerity, almost supernatural, he changed his course—
rushed within the enemy’s whole line with his single
boat, with the gallant Macdonough and nine men only
as his crew!! lis previous desperate rencontres,
scarcely paralleled, and never surpassed in any age
or country, seem like salety itself, when compared
with  what immediately followed. Like an ancient
knight, in the days of chivalry, he scorned, on an occa-
sion like this, to tarnish his sword with the blood of
vassals. His first object was to board the boat that
contained the base and treacherous commander, whose
hands™still smoaked with the blood of his murdered
brother. This gained, he forced his way through a
crew of Turks, quadruple the number of his own, and,
like an avenging messenger of the King of Terrors,
singled out the guilty victim. The strongand power-
ful Turk, first assailed him with along espontoon, heav-
ily ironed at the thrusting end. In attempting to cut
off the staff, Captain Decatur furiously strack the iron-
ed part of the weapon, and broke his sword at the hilt.
The Turk made a violent thrust, and wounded Decu-
tar in his sword arm and right breast. He suddenly
wrested the weapon from the band of his gigantic an-
tagonist ; and, as one ‘ doubly arm’d who hath his quar-
rel just,” he closed with bim ; and, after a long, fierce,
and doubtful struggle, prostrated him upon the deck.
During this struggle, one of Decatur’s crew, who had
lost the use of both arms by severe wounds, beheld a

11
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Turk, with an immense sabre, aiming a fatal blow at
his adored commander. He immediately threw his
mutilated body between the falling sabre and his Cap-
tain’s head—received a severe fracture in his own, and
saved for his country ope of its most distinguished
champions, to fight its future battles upon the ocean.’

While Decatur and the Turk were struggling for
life in the very throat of death, the exasperated andin-
furiated crews rushed impetuously forward in defence
of their respective Captains. The Turk drew a con-
cealed dagger from its sheath, which Decatur seized at
the moment it was entering his heart—drew his own
pistol from his pocket, and instantly senf his farious
" foe—

¢ To bis long account, uranointed, unaneal’d,
“ With all his sins and imperfections on his head.”

Thus ended a conflict, feebly described, but dread-
fol in the extreme. Capt. Decatur and all his men
were severely wounded but four. The Turks lay
killed and wounded in heaps around him. The boat
was a floating Golgotha for the dead, and a bloody are-
na for the woeunded and dying. Capt. Decatur bore his
second prize out of the harbour, as he had the first
amidst a shower of ill directed shot from the astonished
and bewildered enemy; and conducted them both to
the squadron. On board the two prizes, there were
thirty-three officers and men killed, more than double
the number of Americans under Decatur, at any one
time in close engagement. Twenty-seven were made
prisoners, nineteen of whom were desperately wounded
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—the whole a miserable off*set for the blood of Livut,
Decatur, treacherously slain, The blood of all Trip-
oli could not atone for it, nor a perpetual pilgrimage to
Mecca wash away the bloody stain.

While thus particular in describing this unparrallel-
ed achievement 6f Captain Decatur, it is impossible to
overlook the achievements of hiz other associates in
the Guo-boats. The callant and lamented Lieut. Som-
ers, as he ceuld not join Decatur as ordered, with his
single boat No. I. attacked five full arined and full man-
ned Tripolitan Gun-boats—committed dreadful sluugh-
ter amongst them, and drove them upon the rocksin a
condition dreadfully shattered. Lieut. Trippe, whose
pname will forever be associated with courage, as well
as that of Midshipman Henly, with only nine men be-
side themselves, rushed on board an epemy’s Gun-boat
—slew fourteen, and made twenty-two prisoners, seven
of whom were badly wounded. Lieat. i'rippe received
eleven sabre wounds. Lieut. Bainbridge, also distin-
guished himself for saving his disabled boat and gallant
crew from almost certain destruction,—and beating off
the enemy.

The Bombards, by the rapid and accurate directions
of shells, spread as much consternatiou in the city as
the squadron did in the harbour. The skillful and
fearless Comm. Preble, in the noble Constitution,
keeping his ship in easy motion, was found wherever
the greatest danger threatened; and by frequently
wearing and tacking, gave perpetual annoyance to the
enemy, and afforded o the smaller vessels of his squad-
ron, constant protection.

The enemy, driven to desperation, by the loss of
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their boats, and by the numerous hosts of their com-
rades slain upon land, as well as those who fell under
their immediate view, attempted to rally, and regain
what they had lost. They were suddenly foiled by
the Brigs and Schooners, who acted a no less gallant
part in this desperate' ocean-aflray than all the rest of
this immortalized squadron. They attempted a second
time ; and met with a second repulse. Finding that no
naval power in the Mediterranean could withstand an
American squadron, they sought a covert under rocks,
anatural, and under batteries and castles, artificial de-
fences.

At alittle before 5 o’clock, the whole squadron, with
their prizes, and priseners, moved majestically out of
the harbour; and left the Bashaw to examine and re-
flect upon the consequences of the third visit which
Decatur had made him ; the last, under the immediate
command of the veteran Preble, his commander in
chief.

The reader, who has past his early, advanced, and
closing years of life, in the tranquil scenes of retire-
ment, can form but a faint idea of the sensations of the
officers and seamen of Comm. Preble’s sqnadron,
when they met each other after this desperate and most
unequal combat. Every one would paturally enquire
——‘“How many were killed and wounded in the Frig-
ate—how many in the different Brigs, Schooners, Bom-
bards and Gun-boats.” It was for Capt. Decatur to
make the answer. ¢ Many are wounded my comrades,
but not one is slain, but my brother.”” He might have
said,—¢ If you have tears to shed, shed them now.” Well
might the tears of grief be mingled with the smiles of
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triumph upon this saddening intelligence. * Death
loves a shining mark”-—and whean Jawes Decatvn fell,
the American Navy lost a brilliant ornament—Commn.
Preble a favorite oficer——Capt. Decatur a brother
he loved as he did himself, and our Republic a most
gallant and accomplished ocean-wairiour. Butlike Nel-
son, he died in the arms of victory. and his death wus
most sigoally avenged.

As represented by an officer of the Constitution,
when Captain Decatur, Lieat. Trippe, Macdonough,
Henley and most of the officers and seamen, bclonging
to the Gan-boats joined the sqnadron, they looked as if
they had just escaped from the s!ughter-house, Their
trﬁly noble blood was mingled with that of Mahometans
and crimsoned the garbs of those who would never be
stained with dishonour.

The injury sustained by the squadron sinks inte noth-
ing, when the danger it was exposed to is considered.
This was owing to the consummate nauatical skill and
coolness of our officers and seamen, and to the stupid,
sullen ignorance and consternation of the enemy. To
them the 3rd of August was a day of dreadful retribu-
tion. A farious tornado not more suddenly drives the
feathered race to their coverts. than did the first dis-
charges from our squadror, the frenzied Turks, who
came to witness its dizcomfiture. From the represen-
tation of an intelligent officer, once of the Philadelphia,
then a prisoner to the Bashaw; it is learned, that every
one in the city fled who coulidl flee. Fven the troops
in the batteries and castle dared not mount the parapct
to discharge the cannon. The affrighted Bushaw, with
a Mahometan priest, concealed himself in his bomb-

11 *
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proof room; and undoubtedly responded to the roar
sof Christian cannon by pitiful orizons to the Prophet of
Mecea. 1t was as fruitless as the prayers of the Philis-
tines to Dagon or Ashdod. His slaves who had no cov-
ert, buried themselves in sand to escape the bursting
bombs.. Although it was a scene of blood and carnage,
there is enough of the ludicrous in it to excite a smile
in the American reader. It clearly evinces that those
who are most boastful and imperious, when possessed
of real or supposed power, are the most mean, pusillan-
imous, and contemptible,' when convinced of their
weakness.
I will here present the reader with the sentiments of
a distinguished Turk, in the language of an American
officer, then a prisoner. He asked the officer—<1f
those men that fought so were Americans, or infernals
in Christian shape sent to destroy the soms of Mahom-
et the prophet? The English, French, and Spanish
consuls have told us that they are a young nation, and
got their independence by means of France. That
they had a small navy, and their officers were inexpe-
rienced ; and that they were merely a nation of mer-
chants; and that by taking their ships and men, we
should get great ransoms.—Instead of this, their Pree-
LE pays us a coin of shot, shells, and hard blows; and
sent a DEcaTur in a dark night, with a band of Chris-
tian dogs, fierce and cruel as the tyger, who killed our
brothers and burnt our ships before our eyes.<’*
By this first attack, the city of Tripoli suffered con-
siderable damage. Many of the guns were dismount-

* American Biographical Dictionary.
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ed, and many Turks were slain. But it was in the
Bashaw’s marine force, where the most destructive
blow was struck. In the two prizes taken by Capt.
Decatur, and the one by Lieut. Trippe, there were,
originally, one hundred and twenty men. Forty-seven
were killed—twenty-six wounded, who with the re-
mainder, were taken prisoners. Three full-manned
boats were sank, with every soul on board; and al-
most every deck ef the enemy’'s vessels, within the
range of American cannon, were swept of their crews.

In consequence of the destruction of the Philadel--
phia frigate by Decatur, the barbarism of Jussuff, the
bloody Bashaw, was increased against Capt. Bainbridge
and his officers and seamen in bopdage. But Commo-
dore Preble and Capt. Decatur, aided by the magnani-
mous and philanthropic exertions of Sir Alezander Ball,
once a favorite officer with Nelson, and then at the
Island of Malta, found means to alleviate the dismal
gloom of their bondage. A gallant paval commander
like Sir Alexander Ball, could not endure the thought
that a gallant hero like Bainbridge and his noble crew,
should suffer indignity or abuse from such a sanguinary
wretch as Jussuff and his slaves.

After the 3rd of August, the humbled Bashaw began
to relent. But bis conviction was more the result of
alarmiog fears, than of a consciousness of guilt. The
noble hearted Decatur treated his wounded prisoners
with the greatest humanity. ‘Their wounds were
dressed with the utmost care; and, upon the 5th, he
persuaded Commodore Preble to send fourteen of them
home to their friends. In a generous bosom, although
an enemy, such an act would have exciied inexpressi-
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ble admiration ; and although a species of revenge cal-
culated to *“heap coals of fire upon the head” of a sub-
dued enemy, yet it must have melted an heart of ada-
mant. The Bashaw knew that one of his officers had
basely slain the brother of the exalted Decatur; and
could not comprehend the motives of his humanmity.
His savage subtilty asgured evil, even from an act of
pure benevolence. But when he heard the restored
and wounded Tripolitans exclaim in the rapture of en-
Jorced gratitude—<< The Americans in baltle are fiercer
than lions, and after victory, kinder than Mussulmen”
his savage heart began to soften. But, without a great
ransom, he would not release a single prisoner who
belonged to the Philadelphia frigate.

From the 3rd to-the 7th of August, Comm. Pre-
ble, Capt. Decatur, and the rest of the officers
and seamen, had but little time for repose after their
arduous toils in reaching the harbour of Tripoli, and
administering to -the Bushaw a portion of American
vengeance. They were all incessantly engaged in
preparing for another visit. Capt. Decatur had become
perfectly familiar with the theatre of action on which
the American squadron was now actiug its various parts.
Every scene was drawing toward the developement of
the tragedy. The imperious tone of the Bashaw was
lowered, as his hopes of safety diminished. He hower-
er would surrender no prisoners without a ransom be-
yond what Comm. Preble thought himself auther-
ised by his government to offer. He rather preferred
to bave Consnul Lear negociate upon land ; and he felt
confident of his powers to negociate with his invinci-
ble squadren.
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€apt. Decatur, indeed all the officers of every grade,
and every seaman, exerted every nerve to aid Comm.
Preble. They stood around him like affectioaate and
obedient children around a beloved and dignitied pa-
rent, anxious to learn his precepts, and prompt to obey
his commands. He stood in the midst of them in the
double capacity-of their father, and s representative of
his and their country. He knew they would follow
wherever he would lead, and would lead where neces-
sary pradence would prevent him from following.
Well might the astonished Turks compare them to
lions ; for they had proved themselves irresistible in
battle—generous and noblein victory.
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CHAPTER X.

Capt. Decatur receives high commendations from Comm, Preble~
~Grief at the death of Lieut. 'J. Decatur—Notice of him~—
Proposals of the Commodore to the Bashaw— Rcnewal of the
attack upon Tripoli—Capt. Somers, Lieuts. Wadsworth and
Israel enter into the squadron of the enemy’s bosts with the
Ketch Intrepid as a fire ship—She explodes !—Awfu} effects of
the explosion—Reflection--Notice of Lieut. Wadsworth--Com.
Preble superseded by Comm. Barron—Brief notice of EnwArD
PrEBLE.

Capt. Decatur, having thus far taken such a distin-
guished and leading part in all the gallant achievements
in the naval warfare of America against Tripoli, it be-
came indispensably necessary to be somewhat minute
in describing them, in order to present him to the
reader. _

For his unparalleled bravery, desperate courage, and
unequalled success in the battle of the 3rd of August,
Comm. Preble could bestow nothing but his highest and
most unqualified commendation. This was not the
mere effusion of an admiring commander, surrounded
by his victorious comrades around the festive board,
after a signal victory, but it was officially announced to
the whole squadron, in a * general order” upon the
4th, The Commodore knew well where to bestow ap-
plause, and when to make or rather to recommend pro-
motion. His general order is in the Navy Department ;
and as to promotion it was ont of the question, as De-
catur, although but twenty-five years of age, had reach-
ed the highest grade in the American Navy. ‘
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Amidet the congratulations in the squadron for the
successful issue of the first attack upon Tripeli, a sileut
gloom irresistably pervaded the heurts of the officers
and seamen. It was not caused by contemplating upon
the arduous and yet uncertain coatest which they were
directly to renew. Inured to duty, and familiar with
victory, they were total strangers to fear. But Lieut.
Jasmes DEcaTur *“was dead!™ While they were_float-
ing triumphantly upon the svaves of the Mediterranean,
his body was reposing in death upon its bed, and his
gallant spirit had flown to heaven. The shouts of joy
over all Britain for the victory of Trafalgar, were min-
gled with groans of grief for the death of Nelson. No
less pungent was the sorrow of intrepid Americans af
the fall of Lieut. Decator.

He had uoremittingly pursued the duty of the naval
profession from the time he entercd the navy, until the
day ‘he was basely and treacherously slain. It s in-
consistent with the design of this volume, to go into a
minute detail of his life.  The life of his admired broth-
er is the object of it.  Saffice it then to say, that by a
Jong course of assiduous duty, in various ships of the
American navy, and under different commanders, he
secured to himselfthe confidence of his superiors, and
the approbation of his government. The post assign-
‘ed him upon the 3rd of August, evinced the high esti-
mation in which he was holden by the discerning and
penetrating Comm. Preble.  The manner in which
he discharged the daty imposed upon him, and the man-
ner in which he fell, have already been mentioned.
His memory is embalmed with those of Somers, Wads-
worth and Ierael, who followed him into eternity, thir-
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ty days after he left the world, and who made their ex-
it from the same sanguinary theatre upon which he
fell.

The fearful, yet temporising Bashaw, through the
medium of a foreign consul, offered termsto Preble
which he indignantly rejected, as degrading to his gov-
ernment. Upon the 7th, another attack was resolved
upon, and the squadron, arranged in order to execute
it. The effect desired, was produced. A heavy batte-
ry was silenced—many bomb-shells and round shot
were thrown into the town—and, although the damage
to the enemy was not so essential as the attack of the
3rd, it increased the dismay of the Bashaw.—Amongst
the Gun-boats engaged in this second attack, was one
taken from the enemy by Decatur. She was blown up
by ahot ball sent from the batteries, and Lieut. Cald-
well, Midshipman Dorsey and eight seamen were kill-
ed; six were wognded ; and Midshipman Spence, with
eleven seamen were rescued unhurt from the waves.

Two days afterwards Commodore Preble took a de-
liberate view of the harbour in one of the Brigs, in or-
der to determine the best mode of commencing a third
attack. He gave ““no sleep to the eyes nor slumber
to the eyelids’ of the sullen and incorrigible wretch
who wielded the sceptre of blood-begotten power
over his subjects, the wretched and degraded race of
beings, who were dragging out a miserable existence in
Tripoli. The hopes of the American prisoners in-
creased, as those of the Bashaw and his troops dimin-
ished. The terms for ransom were lowered more than
two thirds ; but Preble and Decatur had become stern
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negociators; and Mr. Lear chose to let them continue
their diplomatic skill.

The prospects of a protracted warfare—at an im-
mense expense to the American goveramenty the te-
dious and gloomy imprisonment of nearly half'a thou-
sand Americans io the dungeons of 1 barbavian, umongst
whom were some of the aoblest hearts that ever beat
in haman bosoms—the probability that more Amorican
blood must be shed in effecting a complete subjugation
of the yet unyielding Bashaw, induced Comm. Preble to
offer the sum of eighty thousand dollurs as a ransom for
the prisovers, and fen thousand dollars as presents,
provided he would enter into a solemn and perpetual
treaty with the American goverament never to demand
an annual tribute as the price of peace.

The infataated and infiriated Bashaw rojected these
proposals with affected disdain mingled with real fear.
Comm. Preble had nothing now to do but to renew his
naval operations. He could entertain norational hopes
from the romantic and chivalrous attempt of Gen. Eaton,
who had entered Derne with the Ez-Bashew Cara-
malli ; and with-whom he had made a treaty. Thi.
unfortunate prince with his gallaot general and his rab-
ble-army could no 200ner have entered the city of ['ri-
poli by land, gnarded by more than 20,000 well armed
Arabs, than one of the reigning Bashaw’s gallies conld
have sunk thefrigate Constitation.* i{e therefore lefi

. *See Chap. VIII. However much the reader may admire tho

- almost unparalleled exertions of Katon in the cause nf Caramails,
-and regret the gxisfo;tu_ngs of both, stili the cool and reflecting
statesman could never give bis sanction to a project, so extreme-

12
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it wholly with the American consul to arrange affairs
with the august court of Tripoli, while he was defer-
mined to *“ manage bis own affairs in his own way”’ with
his squadron in the harbour. .
Capt. Decatur, the next m command to Comm. Preble,
his confidential adviser, and the idol of every Ameri-
can in the squadron, stimulated the whole to the exer-
tion of their utmost energy. To repel the idea that
the pacific offer of the Commodore arose from appre-
hensions of defeat, the bonbards occasionally disgorged
their destructive contents into the city ; when upon the
27th Aug. another general attack was made with such
effect as to induce the Bashaw to renew negocmtlons
for peace, but nothing definitive was effected. Upon
the 3d September, another attack was made to the very
great injury of the Bashaw’s batteries, castle and city.
Although but few Americans had lost their lives in
the various battles, yet the vessels ofthe squadron had
suffered very considerahle injury. Capt. Decatur pro-
posedthat the Ketch Intrepid, so often mentioned, which
he had captured himself, and with which he had des-
troyed the Philadelphia frigate, should be converted
into a fire ship, and sent into the midst of the enemy’s
gallies and gun-boats to complete their destruction. To
this the Commodore acceded—Iloaded her with one
hundred barrels of powder, and one hundred and fifty
shells ; and fix~d uponthe night of the memorable 4th
of September, for the daring and hazardous attempt.
Cant. Decatur would gladly have commanded the
1y difficult of accomplishment, with means so wholly incompe-

tent. Eaton will never be forgotten ; but he will be-remembered
as a victim to his own romantic ambition.
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expedition, and probably from his seniority might bave
claimed the command ; but his generosity to his beloved
brother officers induced him to wave an opportunity of
adding another to the numerows laurels that composed
the garland of victory upon lLis brow. Capt. Somers
volunteered his services and was designeted as the
commander ; he was immediately joined by Lieuts.
W adsworth and [srael, and asufficient number of gal-
lant seamen.

Although Capt. Decatar was but a spectator of the
awfully tremendous scene that followed, the reader may
be gratified by a succinct accouat of it as related by an
accomplished eye-witness, to the writer. The eve-
ning was unusually calm, and the sea scarcely present-
ed the smallest wave to the eye. That part of the
squadron which was not designated as a convoy to the
Intrepid lay in the outer barbour. Two swift sailing
beats were attached to the Intrepid, and the Argus,
Vizen and Nautilus, were to conduct them to their
destinatioa, and receive the crew after the match was
appliedto the fatal train. At a little before nine o’clock,
the Intrepid, followed by the convoy, moved slowly and
silently into the ioner harbour. Two of the enﬁmﬂ
heavy gallies, with more than a hundred men each, en;
countered the fire-ship, unconscious that she was
pregnant with concealed magazines of death. They
captured her of course as the little crew could not
withstand such an overwhelming force for a moment.
It being the first prize the Tripolitans had made, the
exulting captors were about bearing her and the pris-
oners triumphantly into port. The crew were to be
immured in the same dungeon with Capt, Bﬁinbridge
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and his crew, who had worn away eleven tedious months
in dismal slavery. To Somers, Wadsworth and lsrae!,

¢ One hour of virtuous liberty was worth
An whole eternity of bondage,?—

and instant death, far preferable to Turkish captivity.
It is still left to conjecture and must always be so left,
hy whom their instantaneous release irom slavery and
from mortality was occasioned. It is with an agitated
heart and a ktrembling haud that it is recorded, that the
Intrepid suddenly exploded and a few gallant Americans
with countless numbers of barbarians, met with one
common and undistinguished destruction.

It is generally understood by American readers that
Capt. Somers, his officers and crew, after being captur-
ed, mutnally agreed to make voluntary sacrifices of
thewnselves, to avoid slavery and to destroy the enemy.
In sapport of this, the writer is authorised to state that
Capt. Somers, directly before entering into this enter-
prise, declared that ¢ ke would never be cqptatied by the
enemy or go into Turkish bondage.” /

It is entirely beyond the reach of the most fertile
imagination to form an adequate conception of the reality
of this awful scene. The silence that preceded the’
approach of the Intrepid, was followed by the discharge
of cannon and musketry, and ended by the fearful and
alarming shock of the explusion. Every living Chris-
tian and Mahometan within view or hearing, stood
aghast and a we-struck.

For the first, the only, and the last time in his life,
Capt. Decatur was excited to a pitch of agonizing dis-
tress. With agitated strides he paced his deck—cast
his eyes into the harbour where his gallant brother,
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thirty days before, was treacherously siain, and contemn-
plated upon the fractured and mangled bodies of Som-
ers, Wadsworth and Israel, sinking to a watery bed with
him. * If tears may ever le permitted to bedew the
cheek of a warrior, it was a time to weep.  Ifhe could
bave avenged the deaths of his brothers by prefession,
as he had that of a brother by kindred, not a moment
would have been spent in unavailing grief.  But barba-
rous ememies and endeared comrades met with one
common destiny, and all was an outspread scene of de-
solation. The remaining part of the night was as silent
as the season that immediately succeeds some violent
convalsion of nature.

If the hiographical writer could be allowed to blend
his owa ** redeciions and remarks™ with the incidents
and events he records, this momentous occurrence
might jostify them: It will, however, only be observ-
ed, that Capt. Somers’ memory has sometimes been as-
sailed by those whose timid and scrupulous system of
morals evinces a ¢ zeul without knowledge.”” Admitting
that he made a volantary sacrifice of himself, his ofli-
cers, and his crew, to avenge the injuries of his country
and rescue his numerous countrymen, in full view, from
bondage. Let the severest casuist that ever perverted
the plain dictates of conscience, by metaphysical suls-
tlety, be asked if every man who enters the Nuvy or
Army of his country, does not voluntarily expose himself
to death in defending its rights, its honour, and it« inde-
pendence ? No matter in what manner death is occa-
sioned, so be it the sacrifice adds to the security and
advances the glory of his country. Whether it hap-
peas in the midst of opposing hosts, —ijn single combat,

12 *
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—or as that of Somers, and his companions did, by vol:
untary sacrifice, it equally redounds to their glory and
their country’s weal. ‘To those who form their sys-
tems exclusively from thé records of inspiration, ex-
amples from them might be quoted ; and the instance
of Sampson alone,; who fell with a host of his enemies,
will not; by them, be denied as being analagous. The
claseical reader will immediately recollect that Rome
herself was twice saved from destruction by the volun-
tary sacrifice of the Decir.

The writer hopes to be indnlged in a brief allusion to
the gallant, the accomplisbed, the lamented Lieut.
Wadsworth, with whom he had the honour and enjoy-
ed the pleasure of some acquaintance. His birth-place
and residence was in Portland, the metropolis of the
state of Maine, and in the immediate neighbourhood of
the great Preble. To a very elegant person, he added
the captivating charms of a mind highly refined.  His
sitaation placed within his reach all the fascinating en-
joyments of fashionable life; but a participation in
them, could not render kim effeminate. The previous’
examples of Stephen and James Decatuar inspired his ar-
dent bosom. with a thirst for naval glory, and this was
enhanced by the rendwn acquired by his distinguiched
townsmaa, and naval father, Comm. Preble. He re-
paired to the renowned sea, whose waves are bound-
ed by three of the great qnarters of the globe, and al-
most in the sight of which, the American squadron was
triumphantly wafting. He did not envy, for envy found
no place in his noble heart; but he wished to emulate
. the gallant deeds of his brother officers. The d sas:
trous, yet splendid affair of the 4th of September, Lias
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been briefly detailed. Wadsworth upon that fatal, aw-
ful night, left the world in a blaze of glory—gave his
mangled corse to the waves—his exalted spirit to heav-
en—and his immortal fame to his country. Although
his precious manes are ‘¢ Far away o’er the billow,” his
virtues and gullantry are commemorgted by a monu-
ment in his native town, the voluntary tribute of his
admiring friends to his inestimable worth.

While the American squadron was achieving such
unparralleled deeds in the Mediterranean, the Ameri-
can government, yet unadvised of its splendid success,
dispatched an additional squadrou to that sea. From
the state of the naval register, and the rank of the Post-
Captains, the new squadron could not be supplied with
officers without designating one who was senier to
Comm. Preble. This devolved upon Comm. Barron,

_whoarrived upon the 9th of September 1804.

To an aspiring hero just entering the path of fame,
and anxions to reach its temple, a :udden check to his
progress is like the struke of death. It was not so with
Comm. Preble when he was superseded by Comm. Bar-
ron. His work was ¢ done and well done;” and hesur-
rendere the squadron te his senior as Gen. Jackson did
hiz army to Gen. Pinckney, when there was nothing to
do but to e:joy the fruits of victory. )

He immediately gave the command of hi« favourite
frigate the Constitation, to his fuvourite officer Capt.
Decatur, and obtained leaveto return to America.

'The parting scene, ag de:cribed by one who witnessed
and who felt it, was one of the most interesting that the
mind can conceive. For wmore than a year the Com-
modore and his gallant comrades had been absent from
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their beloved country—a year -which may be denomi-
nated an age in the calendar of our then infant navy—
u period of splendid and ‘* successfu] experiment" with
our ships, and of naval instruction and experience to
our officers and seamen. Their attachment had be-
come cemented by common toils, common dangers, and
common victories. The war-worn and veteran Preble
gave the parting hand to his officers as a father to his
children, and the signal of departure to his seamen as
to a numerous group of admiring domestics. The first
manifested a dignified regret, mingled with —conscious
pride—the last gazed with noble grief, upon the last
visible piece of canvass that wafted their beloved com-
mander in chieffrom their view. :
Fully persuaded that the reader may be gratified with
a very brief sketch of the life of Capt. Decatur’s fa-
vourite commander, and his immediate predecesso in
the command of the frigate Constitution, it will here
be attempted, however imperfectly it may be executed.
Epwarp PresrLE was born in the town of Portland,
State of Maine, upon the 15th August, 1761, His dar-
ing and adventurous spirit in early life, could not be
better gratified by his friends, than by procuring for
him the birth of a Midshipman in the little naval force
suddenly created in the war of the Revolution. In this
capacity he entered the ship ¢ Protector” Capt. Wil-
liams, in 1779, the year of Decatur’s birth. The Pro-
tector monnted twenty-six guns—upon her first cruise,
engaged the Admiral Duff of thirty-six guns—compel-
led her to strike her flag—and was preveuted from con-
ducting her triumphantly into an American port, by the
“explosion of the prize, immediately after her capture.
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The humane crew of the Protector picked up ubout
forty of the Adiniral Dufi®s crew, and every: other soul
on board perished. Thus early did our naval heroes
shew that genuine humanity is ever blended with true
couragze. ‘ :

' He next entered the-sloop of war Hinthrop as first
Lieutenant, under Capt. Little. Finding a British Brig
of superiour force, lying in the harbour of Penobscot,
Lieut. Preble conceived the daring project of tuking her
by surprise. Capt. Little concluded to make the haz-
ardous attempt. Preble was placed at the head of for-
ty seaman ; and all were clad in white frocks. Upon
the night in which the design was to be executed or
defeated, as the fortune of naval warfare should deter-
mine, Gapt. Little run the Winthrop along side the
armed Brig, which lay near a considerable battery of
canson on shore. He was hailed by the enemy most
vociferously, who exclaimed—** You will run aboard”
Lieut. Preble, cooly answered— Aye aye Sir, we are
coxing aboard”—and instantly jumped into the brig,
followed by only fourteen men, as the rest could not
gain her by the violent motion of the vessel. While
the Lieutenant was prepariog for a desperate contest,
the anxious Capt. Little hailed him, and asked him—
¢ Will you not have more men 7’—The gallant Lieu-
tenant, finding but little time to answer interrogatories
parficulaﬂy, exclaimed with a stentorian voice, ¢ Ny,
Sir, we have more than we want ; we stand in each others’
way.” The white frocks of the Americans, enabled
them to distinguish each other, even in darkness. That
part.of the crew who had gained the deck jumped over-
board, and swam ashore, which was within pistol shot.
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Many below followed their example and leaped.out'of
the cabin window. The Lieutenant, deliberately en.
tered the cabin, where he found the officers either in
bed or dressing. He sternly demanded a surrender of
the brig, assuring them' that resistancc was vain ; and
might, to them, prove disastrous. The astonished Bri-
tish officers could in vain call their mea to quarters,
for they had made a passage through the waves to the
shore. They surrendered as gracefully as they could;
and as Preble was conducting his prize out of port, the
batteries opened upon it, and the infantry poured a
harmless shower of musketry. This was amongst the
most gallant deeds of the naval force in the Revolution-
ary war ; and placed Preble upon an eminence, upon
which he ever stood to the day of his death.

As the prototype of the gallant Decatur, he was by
o means satisfied with one noble achievement as the
foundation of his fame. He continued in the sloop of
war Winthrop, in the assiduous discharge of duty, until
the British crowu acknowledged the independence of
the American Republic.

Then litaraily ended the small beginning of the Ame-
rican Navy. Bat the scintillations ofnaval glory were
not extinguished—they were only smothered—they
were tu be revived again into a blaze by the cheering
breez2s of national prosperity.

It 1s not known to the writer that Lieat. Preble took
any part in the naval warfare with France in the ad-
ministration of Adams. The conclusion may fairly be
made, that be did not ; as he certainly woald have

been “ heard from” if he had. Bat this is e/l conjec-
ture.
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In 1801, he was appointed to the command of the
well-known frigate Essex, as Post-Captain, and pro-
ceeded to the East [adies to aiford protection and con-
voy to.the American trade in those seas. Not long af-
ter his return, he was designated by government to
take command of thatsquadron in which he, Capt. De-
catur, and the brilliant list of American ocean-war-
riours associated with them, were to give weight aod
character to American naval prowess, amongst distant
nations, who before knew Americans ounly as a nation
of merchants, and upon whose commerce and citizens
some of them had preyed with impubity.

In tracing the life of Capt. Decatur from the time
Comm. Preble took the command of the American
squadron in the Mediterranean, until he retired from
it, the writer was under the unavoidable necessity of
blending with it that of the Commudore. 1t need not
be here repeated.

At the time he left the Mediterranean, it had become
the theatre of his fame. Eis glory was familiar to the
Pope at Rome ; and although his squadron belonged to
a distant and Protestant nation, he declared that ¢ Al
Christendom had not effected in centuries, what the Ame-
rican squadron had accomplished in the space of a single
year.,” The name of Preble, as commander in chief,
aud of Decatur bis leading champion, resounded through
all the maritime nations upon the shores of the Medi-
terranean. Not only Tripoli, but all the Barbary pow-
ers bordeing upon that sea, were held in check, and
their indiscriminate depredation upon all the commer-
cial world trading in its ports, enjoyed in a greater or
less degree, the benefits arising from the presence, the
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vigilance, and the achievements of the American
squadron. Even the jealousy of British naval officers,
for a time, gave place to the effusions of involuntary
admiration. ;

Bat it was in the bosom of his own beloved country
where the veteran Commodore received demonstrations
of respect and approbation most grateful to his patri-
otic and noble heart. Particulars must be omitted,
The American government, fully acquainted with his
nautical skill, and duly appreciating his invaluable ser-
vices, employed him to assist in arranging, systema-
tising, and advancing the naval establishment of the
Republic. He had conquered Tripoli into a peace,
which was concluded in a few months after, he returned
to America. A vote of thanks, and a medal, were
presented to him by Congress.

He died in his native town, upon the 25th August,
1807. He has a monnment of his fame in the heart of
every officer and seaman who ever served under him.
Itis enough to say that SterpEN DECaTUR, never ceas-
ed to express his ungnalified admiration of the immortal
PresLe, until he was rendered immortal himself, and
followed his beloved and adored naval patron into eter-
nity.,
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CHAPTER XL

Capt. Decatur takes command of the frigate CoxsTITCTION~-
Perfection of discipline in the American Navy—Ile takos
command of the frigate GoNerESS.—Peace with Tripoli—
Emancipation of Capt. Bainbridge, his officers and seamen—
Meeting between them and Capt. Decatur, American officers
and scamen of the Squadron—Caplain Decatur returns to A-
merica in the rizate Congress—\V'isits his father, Commodare
Decatur, at‘Philardel‘bbia—He is appointed Superintendant of
Gun-boats—Marries Miss Wheeler, of Norfolk, (Vir.)—Su-
persedes Comm. Barron, and takes command of the fri-
gate Chesapeake—* AHair of the Chesapeake—Captain
Decatur takes command of the Southern Squadron as Com-
MODORE.

Cart. DECATUR, upon the retirement of Comm. Pre-
ble, from the American squadron, in the Mediterrane-
an, found himself senior to all the officers of the origt-
nal squadron, and, next in commaund to Comm, Barron
who anited the additional force with it, and assumed
the chief command of the whole.

As commander of the noble frigate Constitntion, and
of the gallant officers and seamen who had so loog ser-
ved nnder the immediate orders of Comm. Preble,
Decatur felt as if a high degree of responsibility devol-
ved upon him. It was the first frigate he ever com-
manded, and he was the youngest officer in the Ameri-
can navy ever placed in g0 important a station. But
although be had arrived only to that period of life when
the characters of men generally begin to develope their
permanent qualities, he had so intently and assiduously

13
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pursued the duties of his profession--had passed through
50 many grades of office—had secn such o diversity of
service, and bad fought so mauy battles, that he had
become qualified for any station in ti:e vavy.

As thie very respectable force brought into the Medi-
terranean by Conim. Barron so essentinily angmented
the Amerizan squadron, the most efficient opAoraflous
were probably expected to be immediately commenCPd
Bat the Bashaw was aiready sufficiently humbled, Ne-
gociations were opened upon shore, and the united
equadrous had httle more to perform than the sluggish
and irksome duty of standing off and en, and awaiting
the result of the delibarations at the Bashaw’ 5 pahlce

Capt. Decatar, after such a long series of mcessant
doty, might well be supposed to need repose. But
ever ready toreceive and execute the orders of his new
commander, he remitted no portion of his accustomed
vigilance in -preparing forit. While in command of the
Constitution, he enjoyed the society of the accomplish-
ed officers who remained in her, and who had partici-
pated so largely in the dangers the squadron had en-
countered, and the victories it had gained.

No event of sufficient interest to relate particulm‘ly,
took place in relatien to Capt. Decatur while on board
the Constitution. It might be hazardous to say that
the crew made great advances in the science of naval
tactics while under his command, as they had so long
serveq under the accomplished Preble ; but it has ever
been acknowledged that Capt. Decatur was amongst
the most strict and best gualified disciplinariuns in the
American Navy. This, if not the very first, is next to
the first quality of a naval officer. Discipline has been
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acquived by all the American officers, and to a degree
of perfection unknowua even to the olde:t veturan Ad-
mirals of Britain, who now enjoy the den fits of centurien
of previous nav.l vxprrienca, whereas scarce a quarter
of a century has passed since the American Navy has
had existence.

In rapturously contemplating the splendil achieve-
ments of Decatur, the reader is exceedingly prone to
overlook the causes which have produced such won-
derful effects. Even his unequalled personal courage
in action, might have led him to the fate which alinost
invariably befals misdirected rashuness, had he not tho-
roughly acquired that nautical skill which enabled him
to practise those masterly manauverings, which so of-
ten baffled his most skilful adversaries. And also that
military skill, which has givea such complete perfection
to Auierican gunnery, and produced such rapid and tre-
mendous eflects upon the enemy.

It is believed that t!is system may be called THE
AMERICAN NAVAL SYSTEM—and that it iz retained as an
arcanuwmn with our naval officers. After the wmost dili-
gent research, no publication could be found which de-
veloped, what, to a landsman, seems as a mystery. This
unquestionably is the dictate of the soundest policy.
Superior skill to the enemy, gives an advantage next to
that of superior courage ; and although Americans can-
not pronounce all their enemizs inferior in the last, itis
perfectly honourable to conquer them by superiority in
the first’; and to maintain that superiority by conceal-
iﬁg1 the causes of it from them.* Gen. Washington,

* After a few naval victories in the war of 1812, a distinguish-

-
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when indecerously interrogated, asked the inquisitive
meddler— Can you keep a secret, Sir ?”’—¢ Certainly,
Ican,”—*“ So can I, Sir,”’ the profound General repli.
ed. The student of military tactics can find treatise
piled upoo treatise, from the pens of subalterns up. to
Major-Generals, and from the humble pamphlet to the
ponderous octavo. Still it may be asked, have our
officers in' the army surpassed, or bave they equalled
those of the navy in an uniform system of discipline !

After the lapse of some time, Capt. Decatur was re-
moved from the Constitution to the frigate Congress, a
ship of inferior rate. Ever respectful to his commander
in chief, and ever cheerful in the discharge of any duty
assigned him, he pursued the same undeviating sourse
of discipline on board the Congress, as he éver had
done from the days of his earliest promotion. Wher-
ever he commanded, he possessed the rare faculty of
infusing amongst the crew the spirit that pervaded his
own bosom. Under him, rigid discipline became a
pleasing pastime and duty a pleasure.

ed British writer, on the capture of the Bozer, thus expresses
himself : ¢ The fact seems to be but too clearly established, that
the Americans have some superior mode of firing ; and we cannot
be too anxiously employed in discovering to what circumstances
that superiority is owing.”—Another British writer after lament-
ing in the bitterness of grief, the loss,of the Macedonian, says :
¢ It affords an additional ground to reflect and to enquire serious-
ly into the strange causes which have rendered our relative circum-
stances with respect o this new enemy, so different from what they
have had hitherto to contend with.” It is trusted they never will
learn the Theory of American naval tactics—and the Practice of
them they will not be.disposed very soon to try again.— A wri-
ter of a system of cookery, directing how to dress a dolphin,
gravely says---¢ In the first place, eateh a dolphin.”
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Negeciations in the mean time were lingering nud
progressing, delaying aod advancing in Tripoli. The
severe animadversions.in the American Jourualz at that
day upon this subject, belong not to this volume.
Whether the government ought to have supported and
ratified the ungficial treaty made by Gen. Eaton, with
the Ex-Bashaw, and to have rostored the latter to his

..throne ; ‘or to have rejected that malde by Mr. Lear,
an accredited ogent of the government, are guestions
not here to be discussed. Steruey Decatur, who had
so nobly and courageously aided in driving the reig-ing
Bashaw to negociate at all, had no hand nor voice in this
diplomatic arrangemeat.

. Suffice it to say, th® the sum ofsrxty tbousand dollars
was paid to the Bashaw—rthirry thousand dollars less
than the gallant Preble, in the midst of victory, had of-
fered ; and five hundred and forty thousand dollars less

_than the insolent Bashaw, in fancied security, had de-

_manded. The politician who is governed solely by

mooey logic, would certainly be satistied with this stip-
ulation, especially as it was a sum insuofficient to support
the whole squadron for sixty days. But the dignificd
and patriotic statesm:yn, who ¢ surveys the whole
_ ground”—who knows that peace was establizhed after
a long, hazardous, and, perhaps, (if continued) a doubt-
ful contest—that ample provision was made for the free-
dom and security of the American trade—and that, the
noble and gallant Bai-nbridge,.bis gallant officers and
seamen, and other American citizens, to the number of
near half a thousand, who had been incarcerated in
dungeons for some years, and none little less than eigh-
teen months, were immediately discharged without the
13.*
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least ransom, would unhesitatingly give his assept tothis
treaty.

Amongst all the consequences flowing from the peace
with Tripoli, no one wus so perfectly well calculated
to swell with exulation such a heart as Decatur’s, as
the restoration ofethe prisoners; especially the crew
of the Philadelphia. It was their bondage which had
for months stimulated him to the performance of deeds
which stand uanrivalled upon the records of chivalrous
courage. It was to him, next to a propitious Frovi-
dence, that they owed their emancipatior from a bon-
dage, which as it is unknown to Christian countries,
can be but feebly portrayed in Christian language.
Imagine the noble Bainbridge,a)e gallant Porter, Jones,
and Biddle, hurling indignantly the cords that-had long
bound them, at their humbled oppressors, and throw-
ing themselves into the arms of the enraptured Deca-
tur, Hull, Lowrence,” Morris, Macdonnough, &c. &c,
emphatically their ¢ DeLiverers”—Conceive also the
numerous crew, once more in freedom, manifesting by
every token ofgratitude, their admiration for the cham-
pions of their liberty, and anxious once more to fol-
low them or any other commanders, in avenging the
injuries, and advancing the glory of their beloved
country. Upon such an occasion as this, they might
well give those tears to exulting joy, which had long
been restrained by indignant grief.

Capt. Decatur, upon the conclusion of peace with
Tripoli, took his departure, in the frigate Congress,
from the Meoditerranean, in which he had served near-
ly four years, under Commodores Dale, Morris, and
Preble. His fame had become familiar with the Pope



STEPHEN DECATUR. 151

and Cardinals -of- Rome—with [talians, - Neapolitans,
‘Sicilians, and Sardinians, even before it was generally
known in his own country. But stil the glory of his
achievements were in a degree understood before he
reached the shores of the Americun Republic.

The houours already conféerred upon him by promo-
tion over the heads of his seniors, by their volantary
consent—a~vote of thanks for his skill, valour, and
success, and the presentatidn of a sword as the insig-
pia of his gallastry,* were fully enough to satisfy a he-
ro of such consumiaate modesty as Decatur. But the
spontaneous effusions of admiration,

« Bursting uncall’d from ov'ry gen'rous heart,”

conld not but be grateful and exhilirating to feelings
Like his.

Upon his arrival at Philadelphia, he immediately re-
paired to the country residence of his veteran and ven-
erable futher in the vicinity of that city. The inter-
view between such a father and such a son, must have
been one of the mostinteresting that can be conceived
by ihe most fertile and glowing imagination. It must
baye been ‘conducted by * Thoughts that breathe and
words that burn.”” Thue fither had lived to behold one
son bat just advanced into the years of manhood, load-
ed with benours which would have graced an aged vet-
eran. He had lived (suchis the fate of battles and
the decrees of heaven) to weep the full of another

i ViQQACba?. VL. :Itis beheved this vote of thanks, and the
present of a sword to Decatur, was the firs! bestowed upon any

efficer in the navy siuce the conclusion of the paval warfare with
France, ) ) ©
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gon, treacherously slain.. Bat this tribute which pa-
ture paid to paternal affection, was mingled with the
exalted consolation, that James Decatur fell in the
arms of 'victory,*unstained by a single -act that could
tarnish his escutcheon. He had also discovered in his
son; now before him, a display of fraternal attachment,
which led him, at the imminent hazard of his life, to
avenge the death of his son, and his brother.*

After the return of the Moditarranean squadron.te
‘America’in 1805, the naval establishment was material-
Iy reduced. - Many of thé ships were laid up in ordina-
ry—many of the officers retired upon-half pay—some
entered into the merchant service, as did the seamen
generally.

But so fully convinced was the government-of the
“qualifications of Capt. Decatur to conduct the affairs
of the navy in the peace establishment, that he was
very soon ordered to superintend the Gun-Boats, which
had increased to a very considerable amount at home,
while our squadron was absent in the Mediterranean.

As to the efficacy and utility of Gun Boats for at-

" tack or defence innner harbouis, and at the mouths of
the numerous navigable streams in our vastly extensive,
and rapidly extending Republic, the questiop will net
be here discussed. It has however been discussed,
and has been settled by naval characters. The reader
has seen what was effected by only six Neapolitan
Gun-Boats, of inferior construction to those of our own
in Tripoli ; and those acquainted with the history of the
second war between America and Britain, know what

* See Chap. IX.
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they effected, where opportunity offered, during that
war. h
It was left for Capt. Decatur to introduce into the
Gun-Boats a system properly adapted to that species
of naval armament. To this he devoted himself with
that assiduity which was ia him a peculiar characteris-
tic.: .-
To a superficial reasoner, the duty now assigned to
Decatur would seem to be a degradation. For a com-
mander of Frigatesto superintend Gan-Boats, wonld
seem to them, like av eagle which had soared amongst
the clouds, humbling himself, by perching upon ashrnb.
Superficial indeed, is such reasoning. The man of in-
pate greatoess, is never too exalted, to devote attention
to things that are small, and never so small, but that he
¢an readily comprehend things that are great. Deca-
tar in a Gun-Boat, was like Decatur in a Line-of Bat-
tle Ship.—He could not become tmall by being ina
-stoall place. o
" His duty was now of such a nature, as to afford him
frequent opportunities to enjry the accomplished and
refined saciety of the larger towns upoa the cea board.
From the age of aineteen, to this p:-riod of hiz life, he
had been almnst constatly upon the waves. Except-
ing npon the nccasional and very short poriods he was
-in American ports, he had been, by hi: prof ssion, com-
pletely éxcladed from all society excepting that which
he found in his owa <hips. More consenial spinits, to
‘be sure, eonld not be associated, than those who were
there bound togcther by the ** three fold cord” of com-
mon toils, common dangers, and common victories,
Such a ligament could not be * susily broken ;”’ nor wus
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it broken hy Decatur, when he entered into the fash-
ionabl: circles of Norfolk in Virginia.

It was no ordinary transition for an ocean:warriour,
like Decatur, to leave the thu :dering theatre of Mars,
and make his debut amidst the fascinating blandishments
.in the courts of Venus—where instead of parrying the
thrust of Turkish spears and scimitars, he had only to
ward off the harmless shafts of Cupid. His ears, which
had long been stunned with broadsides and batteries of
cannon, were now soothed ¢ with the soft lulling of the
tute.” He could not however descend to the level of
the more effeminate courtier ; and, ** albeit, unused to
the melting mood” he could not * pen doleful ballads to
his mistress’ eyebrow.”

Capt. Decatur, although he had the polish of the
dignified gentleman, never divested himself of the en-
gaging and frank simplicity of the seaman. His noble
yet tender heart, had lost none of its finer feelings by
the scenes of blood, carnage and death, through which
duty and courage bad called him to pass. To the most
accomplished, elevated and dignified females of our Re-
public, such « character must be an objcct of real ad-
miration. To their high honour they have most un-
hesitatingly bestowed their hands, their hearts and their
fortunes apon such manly heroes... The surviving,offi
cers of our Navy and Army, after discharging their ar-
duous daties upon the ocean and in the field, may return
to their domestic circles and find a rich reward for their
toils in the endearing attachment and intellig}mtvsocigty
of their bosom companions.

In monarchies, the marriages in royal and noble fami-
lies are most generally mere ¢ matters of state,” or ** bar-
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gain and sale.”” A princgand princessjoin in marriage,
more to anite two crowns: than two hearts. A duke,
marguis, and count, marry, the one a duchess, the oth-
er a macchioness, and the Jast a countess, to combine
extansive domains tozether, and often find themselves
disprine! torever.  They roll alang in miseruble splen-
dour through hfe, tormented and -tormenting to the
grave. :

ln o1 yomog aad rising Repahlic, especially amongst
its gallaat and heroic <cns. and its exalted and refined
danghters, no marriage articles, except the single one
of a mutnal exchange of hearts, are necessary. To
sp-uk of the marriage of the generous and heroic Capt.
Decatur, to the justly celebrated, and accomplished
Mizs Warerer of Noertolk ia Virginia, is a subject too
delicate for the untutored pen and the uupractised heart
of the writer. Without resorting to the inflated lan-
giage of rowance, it may simply be said, that this union
was: the consummation of mutual bliss, and the source
of apinterrupted felicity to the husband and to the wife,
uptil it was dissolved by the premature stroke of death.

Capt. Decatur continued in the superintendance of
the Gun-boeats, for a considerable period, and the effect
of the'system introduced amongst them was visible to
every naval eye. But he was shortly to be removed
from this service to another, if not of greater impor-
tance, certainly of greater responsibility.

The unfortanate occurrence, in the unfortunate fri-
gate Chesapeake, although perhaps familiar with most
readers, must be briefly alladed to, as it was connected
with some of the mostinteresting events of Capt. De-
catur’s life s and in alluding to it, the writer most gen-
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gibly feels the delicacy of thg subject. From this por.
tion of these memoirs, he must necessarily glance for-
ward to the conclusion ; and whepever the names of
Decatur and Barron are mentioned in relation to each
other, it will be done with the most scrupulous regard
to truth ; and if errors intervene, they. shall not be
intentional. 1t is not the business of the biographer to
obtrude his opinions upon the reader; but to furpisha
faithful detail of facts and occurrences from which he
can form one for himself.

Toward the close of the year 1806, the British sai-
lors on board a prize, ordered for Halifax, rose upon
the prize officer, conducted her to an American port,
and deserted from the service of their country. Some
time afterwards, four men from a British cruiser (the
Halifax) lying off Norfolk, Vir. made their escape, ar-
rived at Norfolk, and immediately enlisted under Lieut.
Sinclair, and were entered on board the Chesapeake,
for which ship the Lieutenant was recruiting. The
commander of the cruiser pursued the men—identified
them, and demanded them of Lieut. Sinclair, who a3
a junior officer, referred him to Capt. Decatur. -

Whatever might have been the decision of the Cap-
tain, if he had had power to decide the question, he
too well understood his duty to arrogate to himself an
authority which he did not possess. Lieut. Sinclair
was serving usder the commander of the Chesapeake,
and to him was he accountable for his conduct. Capt.
Dccatur would not interfere. The men were pot sur-
rendered. At about the same time, four British sea-
men deserted frow the Melampus, a British vessel, and
were entered on board the Chesapeake. Mr. Erskine,
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the then British Minister in America, applied to the
government to. surrender these British subjects, as
they were declared to be ; but the government did not
interfere.  Admiral Berkley, then upon the American
station,. ordered Capt. Humphreys. of the Leepard, to
. take these men by force, it not surrendercd upon being'
-claimed.

Thus in brief stood atfuirs, with the Chesapenke fii-
gate, when in the menth of June, 1607, Comm. Barron
putto seain her as her commander. Capt.-Humphreys
tellin with the Chesapeake atsea ; and aitec bailing her,
sent an officer on board with aletter to Comm. Barron,

. centaining Admiral Berkley's crders; assuriog the Com-
modore that his duty compelled -him to execute them.
Comm. Barron returned tor ansiwer, that thzre ware no
déserters on board the Cliesapeake. C.pt. Humphrovs

-laid the Leopard close a-locg side the Chesspeake—
hailed ber again, and receiving no satisfactiory answer,
the Leopard pour:d into ber a full broadeaid:z,  The
Chesapeakestruck hercolours without firingagun. Two

« British Lientenants and a number of 2idshipmen imme-
diately went on board the Chesapeake—took three de-
serters belonging to . the Melampus, one to the Hali-
fax, and some American seamen ; and then rcturned to
the Leopard -with them. The inqui-itive reader can
gratify a more minute curiotity than can here be satis-
fied, by perusing the trial of Comm. James Darron,
which followed after this disastrous event.

Capt. Decatur was ordered to supmiseds Comm.
Barron in the command ef the Chesupeake~—a rmaost
painful duty ; as he had served under Comm. Barron in
the Mediterranean, after he superseded Comm, Preble

14
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in the command of the American squadron in that sea,
Bat it was not for Capt. Decatur te decline the com.
mand of this ill-fated ship, in 1807, any more than it
was for his favourite friend, Capt. Lawrence, in 1813,
who fell gloriously in defending her. His language was
—-“Don’t give up the ship.”

The * Affair of the Chesapeake’ just briefly men-
tioned, produced a ferment through the whole Repub-
lic. From Ncw-Orleans to Canada—from the Atlan-
tic to the waters of the Mississippi, there seemed tobe
but one exclamation—* My wvoice is still forwor.” The
recent achievements of our gallant little Navy inthe
Mediterranean, under Preble, Decatur, &c. had ren-
dered every keel that belonged to her, dear to Ameri-
cans. They considered the Chesapeake as disgraced,
and the fame of the whole Navy, in some measure tor-
nished, by this outrageous violation of our national dig-
nity and rights upon the ocean. It was in vain for the
British minister, as the representative of the British
crown, to disavow the act, unless it was accompanied
with ample reparation and atonement, for the injury
and the disgrace.

Commopore* Drcatur, in the frigate Chesapeake,

* As this is the first time the appellation of Commodore has
been attached to the name of Decatur in this work, some rea-
ders may be led to suppose, that Commodore is a title in the na-
vy, higher than that of Captain. The rank of Captain is the
highest yet established in the American Navy. A Commodore®ie
the senior officer in a squadron, and as circumstances might hap-
pen, may be a Master-Commandant, a Lieutenant, or a Midship-
man. Even Comm. Perry and Comm. Macdonough, had not
been promoted to €uptains, when one conquered at Erie, and



STEPHEN DECATUR. 139

was ordered to take the command of the Southern
Squadron. "It was impossible for him to foresee whet
would be the result of the late unwarrantable and out-
rageaus attack upon t the frigate be now commanded.

He knew, howe\ er, thiat a national ship, when travers-

ing the ocean, was as sacred as national tervitory: and
that to attack it, in a hostile manner, would justify the
most vigorous defence. He would never strike that
flag under which he had so long sailed, and under which
he bad so often conquered, unless it were to an over-
whelming superiority of force.

From ibe period Comm. Decatur entered into the
command of the Southern Squadron in the Chesapeake
frigate, until be was called upon for the discharge of
more important duties, he devoted himself with un-
wearied vigilance to the interest of that portion of the
yet small American Navy that was in commission.

- Were the writer disposed to swell this biographical
memoir to three ponderous octavos, as Beswell bus the
Lifs of Johnson, he might detail the numerous mmo:
incidents of Comm. Decatur’s peculiarly mtcrr%mu
life, in the pled ing and interesting scenes of peace.
In tbose charmmg scenes, he imparted high animution,
and innocent hilarity to every circle he honoured by
his presence.  Although the gentleman ¢fficer upon thi
qQartgr-rJeck, he was “‘all the gentleman’’ in the par-
lour. He was easy, frank, and accessible as a.com-
panion, and resorted to every familiarity not incensis.
tent with péi‘sonal dignity, to banish that reserve which

the dther at Champlain. When afferwards prometed, Terry’s
commission was daled 10th Sept. 1213, and Macdonough’s 11th
Scpt. 1834.<--the'days of their viriories.
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a consciousness of his superiority inspired‘ in his asso-
ciates. In those placid scenes, he seemed to wish for
every one who surrounded him, to forget what he had
been, and to regard him only for what he there was.

But the subject paramount to all other considerations
in the mind of Comm. Decatur, was, that of the Ameri-
can Navy., Of that he never lost sight ; and he consid-
ered every other enjoyment, amusement and pleasure,
as secondary to those he partook in, when advancing its
prowess, and seeingits glory augmented.

it was not his business to ¢ settle the affairs of the
Republic,”* which at this period of his life began to
assume a lowering aspect; and he knew too well the
duty of a naval commander, to interfere in them. He
only waited for the orders of his government, and held
himself in constant readiness to execute them.

The Berlin and Milan decrees of the Emperor of
F'rance, and the Orders in Council of the court of St.
James, pr'oduc‘ed a tremendous effect upon the vastly
extended commerce of America. They amounted al-
most to a war of extermination against American com-
merce, and the wreck of it which remained, was sunk
hy the embargo laid by Congress upon American ves-
sels. The “ restrictive system” was justified by its ad-
vocates upon the principle of Lex Talionis, or the law
of retaliations What effect it produced upon the com-
merce of the Republic, or what coercion upon its ene-
inies, has been demonstrated by its operation. From
1807 to 1812, America could hardly be said to be at
peace or at war with the great belligerent powers of

* Vide Chap. XIIL



STEPHEN DECATUR. vl

Europe. Good cause for open hostilities it had against
more than one of them ; but the pacitic policy of our
rulers chose to exhaust the last efforts of Negociution,
before they resorted to the la-t evil, n Har.

But the causes for war between America and Britain,
were constantly accumulating ; and, like tie latent
fires of Etnaand Vesuvius, increased in malizoity the
longer they were suppressed. DBritain at this period
was not only the greatest, but almost the ounly naval
power in Europe. Nelson had not only conquered,
but he had vearly anuibilated the tleets of France,
Spain, aod Denmark ; and the only reason why that of
the powerful Autocrat of Russia did not suffer the same
fate, was, because his wary policy dictated to him not
to expose it to certaia destruction.

Although distant nations scarcely ranked America
with naval powers, yet the proud and jealous Ministers
of George 111. full well knew what the infant Navy of
the Republic bad accomplished in the Atlantic, at the
close of the eighteenth, and in the Mediterranean, at
the commencement of the nmeteenth century. The
pames of Truxton, Preble and Decatur, reminded
them of their own Duncan, Jervis and Nelson, Al-
though the British government could not obliterate the
fame of these American naval heroes, they wished to
annihiiate the little Navy in which they had acquired it.
Hence the rude and outrageous attack upon the frigate
Chesapeake, which Decatar pow commanded, but
which bhe did not command vwhen she surrendered. Al-
though the British government diplomatically disavow-
ed the act, and tendered satisfaction and atonement,
yet it secretly rejoiced that she became euch an easy

14 *
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victim. Her naval commanders imagined that her fate
was the forerunner of that of every deck that carried
American guns,.

Next to the American Navy, amongst the causes of
British- jealousy, was the almost boundless extent of
American commerce. Americans for some years had
been the carriers of almost all the belligerent powers
in Europe ; and although 'Britain herself participated
in the benefit of this ¢ carrying trade,” she could not
endure that the Republic should rapidly gruw rich and
powerful by means of it. $

Comm. Decatur, while in the Chesapeake frigate as
commander of the Southern squadron, had the doubla
duty of watching British armed ships constantly hover-
ing upon the American coast, and enforciug the acts of
the government regarding American vessels.



STEPHEN DECATUR. 163

CHAPTER XIIL

Commodore Decatur takes command of the Frizgate United
States--Interview with Capt. John Surnam Cuarden, in time
of peace—British Naval Officers on American station before
the commencemen! of FWar—Declaration of War agaiast G.
Britain—Immense disparity of naval force between America
and Britain—Comm. Decatur puts to sea from Nwe York,
June 21st 1812—Makes an extensive cruisc and enters the
port of Boston—Sails from theace 8th October—Upon the 25th
captures the frigate MacEpo~ i x—His otficial account of the
action—Length of, and incidents in the action—Meeting of
Comm. - Decatur and Capt. Cardes—Dreadful slaughter
in the Macedonian—Arrival of (rigate United States and that
ship at New London—Reception of Flag at Washington—
Arrival at New York—Reception there—Comm. Decatur’s
humanity.

Comm. Decatur, in 1810, was ordered to take com-
mand of the frigate United State:, which was again fit-
ted for sea, and put’in commission. Exhilarating in-
deed must have been the reflection, that he was now
sole commander of the noble Frigate in which he com-
menced his naval career in the humble capacity of Mid-
shipman. A retrospective view of the scencs through
which he had passed—the variety of vessels in which
he had served and conqnered—the numerous comman-
erswhom hehad assiduouﬁly obeyedandsupported,were
calculated to produce in his mind the most complacent
delight.—At the same time, a glance into futurity excited
his deepest solicitude. 1t was in his very pature to
¢ press forward to the mark of the prize of his high

-
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calling.”” The glory he Zad acquired, and the high
standing he held in the records of fame, instead of pro-
ducing supineness, rather excited his vigilance. He
knew that the character he had acquired, must still be
supported ; and although he could scarcely hope to
surpass the deeds he had already achieved, he was de-
termined not to tarnish the brilliancy of them, by the
rust of inaction. While the great Achilles was supine-
ly reposing in his tent, the blustering Ajax was exciting
the admiration of Agamemnon, and even the anxiety of
Hector.

Comm. Decatur, ¢ through the mind’s eye,” saw the
storm which was gathering, and even lowering over
his beloved country. Perfectly well acquainted with
the power and the disposition of the enemy the Repub-
lic was to encounter, he looked forward to the contest
as to a dreadful strugglein which equals were to engage
Having one common origin, but no Jonger any common
interest, he knew that when Americans and Englishmen, -
the descendants of Saxzons, met each other in hostile
array, it would be an encounter, fierce in the extreme,
and would remind the classical reader of ancient bat-

tles—

¢ When Greek meets Greek, then comes the tug of war.”

So confident were the statesmen, who guided the
destinies of America, that the just and equitable terms
on which she would pegociate, would eventuate in
peace, that they were less vigilant in preparing for war
than they would have been under a different state of
things. The military spirit of Americans upon land,
was almost lost in the luxuries which sudden wealth
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oecasions ; and the declaration of the facetious hnight
in regard to kis soldiers, might with sothe propricty be
applied to ours.—* They were the cankers of a dull
world and a long peace’—and although they might af-
ford ¢ food for powder and fill a pit” they were little
calculated ar once, to meet the veterans who had re-
cently conquered Portuguese, Spaniards and French-
men ; hence the disasters of the army, in the campaigns
of 1812 and 13, which awakened that martial fire that
went on ** conquering and to conquer’ in 15141

The reverse of this picture may well apply to the
gallant little American Nevy. Although from 1805 to
the commencement of the second war between the
Republic and Britain, but a small portion of it was in
commission, orinservice, the whole of it was, at all
times, in prime order. The vigilance of the Navy De-
partment, although it could not extend, it nevertheless
preserved, our few ships, and kept them in constant
readiness forany emergency. What was still more im-
portant, Comm. Decatur, and the rest of the Post-
Captaias who were retained in service, would not per-
mit the Naval spirit to slumber.

Bainbridge, Rodgers, Porter, Hull, Stewart, Jones,
Lawrence, Biddle, Morris, Macdonnough, Perry,
Chauncey, and many other gallant and accomplished
officerz, were in the bosom of the country, ready at a
moment’s warning to enter again iuto its naval service.

The seamen too, ‘who had served under them, were
ready and anxious to fly instantly to their standards
when called.

Comm. Decatur, after he took the command of the
frigate United States, visited most of the naval ports.
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His ship was the rallying point of the Navy, and his
presence infused animation into the bosom of every of-
ficer and seaman who enjoyed his society. With acute
penetration be discovered every error, in every spe-
cies of naval armament, and with matchless skill, and
‘¢ modest assurance,”” applied the corrective.-

Those kind of courtesies and civilities which gene-
rally are interchanged between civil naval officers, be.
longing to different nations at peace with each other,
took place between Comm. Decatur aud the British na-
val officers upon the American station.. One of the in-
terviews which passed, is too engaging to be omitted,
Capt. John S. Carden, afterwards the gallant:and brave
commander of the frigate Macedonian, happened to en-
joy one of those interesting interviews with Comm.
Decatur. ¢ Commodore,” said the Captain, *“ we now
meet as friends, and God grant we may never meet as
enemies ; but we are subject to the crders of our go-
vernments, and must obey them.””—¢ I heartily recip-
rocate the sentiment,” said the ingenuous Decatur.

. ““But,” said Carden, (with that refined and elegant
irony wiich one gentleman can practise upon another
without offence) ‘“ suppose, in the course_of events,
we should meet as enemies, what, Sir, do you imagine
would be the conseqrences to yourself, and to. the force
yiu should command.” ¢ Why, Sir,” said the hero
of the Meriterranean (givins full credit to the gallantry
of Carden, without forgetting what was due to his own
ch'u-acter) ““if we should meet with forces which might
fairly be called equal, the conflict would undoubtedly
be asevere one ; but the flag of my country should ne-
ver leave the staff from which it waved, as long as
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there was a hull to support it.”  With what exquisite
delight must these dauntless warriours have contem-
plated each others characters, afler the frank expres-
sion of such exalted sentiments ? Over a vast expunse
of ocean from the place of this interview, these men
of inflexible honour. and unparalleled heroism, again
met apon the deck of the frigate United States : but
this belongs to a future part of these Sketches.

Had all the British ships, which for vears previous
to the commencement of hostilities. were hovering up-
on the American coast, had such commaunders as Capt.
Carden, the frigate Chesapeake would never have been
disgraced by Humphreys of the Leopard; and Bing.
ham of the Lii/e Belt would not have owed his exist-
ence to the sparing mercy of Comm. Rodgers of the
frigate President, Many of these little great British
officers, who owed their greatness to the reflections of
a beam from the lustre of Nelson’s glory—

¢ Dress’d up in a little brief authority---
¢ Most confident of what they were least assured
¢Play’d most fantastic tricks before high heaven’---

and although, to pursue the quotation, they might not
have ¢ made the angels weep’’ they excited the indig-
nation of their own more dignified countrymen, and the
sovereign contempt of such men as Rodgers and De-
catur, who well understood their characters. While
Americans are ever prompt o pay due respect to the
merits of Hotham, Hardy, and Carden, even though
enemies, they feel an ineffable disgust at such beings as
Humphreys and Bingham—Cockburn, Beresford; and
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Stackpole. Lest this language should be deemed acri-
monious and unauthorised, I would just remind the
reader again, that Humphreys attacked the frigate
Chesapeake, and Bingham the frigate President, i
time of peace—that Cockburn violated every principle
of civilized warfare on the borders of Chesapeake bay,
and applied the torch to the Capitol, President's house
and national library at Washington—that Beresford
stripped the gallant Jones and his crew almost naked,
when his 74 took the little Wasp of 18 guns—and that,
the blustering Stackpole, in the Statira, of 44 declined,
on fair and equal grounds, to fight Capt. Jones when he
commanded the Macedonian, ¢n time of war. It ought
to be the motto of every impartial histoljiaui'anq biog-
rapher : ¢“Judex damnatur, cum nocens absolvitur.”
Passing over numerous interesting incidents in the
life of Comm. Decatur, of minor importance however,
we now approach to that period when the constituted
authorities of the American Republic, having resorted
to eveay measure consistent with the national diguity
to aveid an ¢ appeal to arms ;”” and publishing to the
world a manifesto, detailing the causes for the impor-
tant measure ; declared that war existed between the
United States of America and the United Kingdom of
Great Britain. It was not for the officers and seamen
of the Navy, nor the officers and soldiers of the Army to
discuss the question, whether this declaration was
founded in justice, necessity, or expedlenc_y; and al-
though the ardent political partizan, in the fervour of
misguided zeal, might declare it to be unjast unnecesse-
“ry, wicked, and unnatural, it was the business of the
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Navy to sustain the national rights and honorupon the
ocean, and of the Army to protect and defend our terri-
tory against every hostile invader. The 19th of Juue,
1812 forms an era in our history little less important
than the 4th of July 1776. It called upon the patriotic
sons of the Republic to maintain that independence
which was proclaimed by that venerable body of gigan-
tic statesmen, the ** Old Congress,” and which was es-
tablished by the best blood that ever tlowed in man.

The effect this declaration bad upon Comm. Deca-
tur, and the matchless band of his brother officers and
seamen, wus suddenly developed. In every naval
port, and upon every deck that mounted a gun, were
heard the rapid © notes of dreadful preparation.”

Never, since the discovery of the magnetic needle
had covered oceans with merchantmen of almost bound-
less wealth, and armed ships of often resistless power,
was a contest entered into between-rival nations upon
the watery element with such an immense disparity of
‘force. The list of the naval force of Britain, from
1812, when war commenced, to 1815, when it ended,
numbered from seven hundred and fifty to one thousand
sail—from first rates of 120 guns to Schooners. There
was not a ship belonging to any power in Asia, Africa
or Europe that presumed to raise a hostile flag against
them. To annihilate the handful of American ships,
it was concluded by British officers it was only necessa-
ry to find them.

Let the table be reversed, and the American naval
force in 1212 will appear to that of Britain, like a wart
to a mountain. ¢ Look upon this picture and upon that.”

15
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The whole force which Comm. Decatur and his associ-
ates hal at command was :—

United States Rate Oneida

Gonstitution 44 Syren 16
President Argus

Constellation . Enterprize

Congress 36 Rattlesnake 14
Chesapeake Nautilus

Essex 39 Vixen

Adams 2 Viper 12
John Adams - 24 Vixen 8
Louisiana

Hornet

Wasp 18

Brig Adams

This little catalogue of ships ought to be in the me-
mory of every lever of American greatness ; and al-
though the whole of them carried less weight of metal
than would have ¢ the six Seventy-Fours’ once ordered
to be built by the government, yet their achievements
in the progress of the war, inflicted a wound upon the
enemy which will never be healed, and shed rays of
glory upon the American character which will never
be obscured.

It surely must excite the astonishment as well as the
admiration.of the reader, that Comm. Decatur, every
officer and every seaman on board the frigate United
States, was in complete readiness to weigh anchor, and
actually sailed from New York, 21st June, within forty-
eight hours after the declaration of war was made at the
geat of government, and one hour after he received the
intelligence. The good wishes of every patriot heart,
and the fervent prayers of every sincere Christian, in
the immense throng that witnessed his departure, fol-
lowed him and his ship’s company, as they wafted off
into the Atlantic ocean.
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He now entered into a new theatre of action, and was
approaching into a contest, with to him a new enemy.
He had witnessed the conquests of the little American
squadron over the paval forces of France in the warfare
with that power in the administration of Aowvs. He
had himself been the most prominent and distinguizhed
leader in the brilliant and unsyrpassed victories in the
Mediterranean, over Tripoli, in the administration of
Jerrersov.  Bat he was now, {in the administration of
Mapisos,) to eater into acontest with the ocean-war-
riours of Britain, who, so far from acknowledging any
buman beings that traversed the ocean as their equals, -
smiled at the idea that any should presume to oppesc
them. -

Better understanding the nature of naval service than
to suppose that, because Americans had conquered
Frenchmen and Tripolitans, they could, of course, con-
quer Britons, his utmost solicitade was excited ; and,
after commencing bis cruize, he assidaously endeavour-
ed to impress upon the officers and seamen of his ship,
the magaitade and impurtance of the service upon
which they had entered. Iu his First Lieutenant, W.
H. Allen, he recoguized the perfect seaman, and noticed,
with admiration, the accuracy and precision with which
he disciplined the crew. lInstezd of reposinzin Lis
cabin, and suffering that ennui which listle:sness pro-
duces, Comm. Decatur was conetantly on the alert.
He did not assume that affected greatness which ren-
der: an officer indifferent to the minutia of duty ; but
possessed that real greatness which led him to altend
to-the smallest, and readily to comprehend the greatest
concerns of his ship. Altbough he was sailing in a
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squadron under the command of Comm. Rodgers, he
made ks ship his own province, and felt himself exclu-
sively responsible for ker management.

The first cruise of the frigate United States was a
very exteunsive one. She was off the English Channel
—along the coast of France, Spain and Portugal, to
within thirty miles of the rock of Lisbon. She made
the island of Madeira, and laid off Cora and" Floros.
She cruised along the banks of Newfoundland, the coast
of Nova Scotia ; indeed she traversed those portions
of the Atlantic where there was the greatest probabili-
ty of making an impression upon British commerce ;
and, what was more urgently desired by her comman-
der, to try her metal with an equal British force. Al-
though a number of prizes and prisoners were taken,
the frigate United States returned with the squadron,
without having signalized herself any otherwice than
by the daring cruise she had made, in the very face of
the enemy, and by enabling an immense number of
American merchantmen to return home richly laden.

But superior joys were in store for him upon his
arrival. The achievements of his gallant and admired
friend; Capt. Hull ; and no less gallant Lieut. Morris,
who was next to his right arm in the destruction of the
frigate Philadelphia, imparted a rapture to his heart,
little less exhilarating than if be had achieved an equal
deed himself. When he beheld the Flag of the Gurriere
in the hands of his Mediterranean comrades, who, with
him, had so often made the Turkish Crescent bow, the
measure of his delight was full. When next he saw
the Flag of the Alert in the possession of the gallant Por-
ter, who was rescued from Turkish bondage by his
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achievements, his happiness was farther augmented.
They were cheering auguries of the additional laurels
which were shortly to be added to the garland thut gra-
ced his own brow,

Comm. Decatur, in the frigate United States, suiled
from Boston on the Sth October, upon his second
cruise. [Iostead of encountering the foe, his ship en-
dured severe struggles in gales of wind ; but she was
destined to survive them, and to conquer the enemy.

Nothing else of notc occarred, until the memorable
25t oF OcTobER, 1812.  Upon that auspicious morn-
ing the cheering notes—‘ A ship of war to windward”
resounded through the noble frigate. Every heart on
board swellgd with enthusiasm, and needed nothihg to
arouse them to courage. The cool and collected, yet
animated mananer of the Commodore; infused confidence
and heroism into every besom. The ship was instantly
cleared for action—and all hands repaired to quarters.

The official account of the action which followed, is
with the highest pleasure, incorporated into this vol-
ume.

U. 8. S. United States, at Sea,
October 30, 1812.
The Hon. Pavr Hautrrox,

Sir—1I have the honour to inform you, that on the
25th tnst. being in the lat. 29 N, long 29 30 W. we fell
in with, and, after an action of an hour and an half, cap-
tured his Britannic Majesty’s ship Macedonian, com-
manded by Capt. John Carden, and mounting 49 car-
riage gnns {the odd gun shifting.) She is a frigate of
the lurgest class, two years old, four months out of dock,
and reputed one of the best sailers in the British ser-

15 *



174 LIFE OF

vice. The enewy being tu windward, had the advag.
tage of engaging us at his own distance, which was o
great, that for the first half hour we did not use our
carronades, and at vo moment was he within the com-
plete effect of our musketry or grape—to this circum-
stance and a heavy swell, which was on at the time, [
ascribe the unusual length of the action. '

The enthusiasm of every officer, seaman and marine
on board this ship on discovering the enemy——their
steady conduct in battle, and precision of their fire,
could not be surpassed. Where all metmy fullest ex-
pectations, it would be unjust in me to discriminate.
Permit me, however, to recommend to your particular
notice, my First Lieutenant, Wm, H. Allen. He has
served with me upwards of five years, and to his unre-
mitted exertions in disciplining the crew, is to be impu-
ted the obvious superiority of our gunnery exhibited
in the result of the contest.

Sabjoined is alist of the killed and wounded on beth
sides. Our loss, compared with that of the enemy,
will appear smnall.  Amongst our wounded, you will
observe the name of Lieut. Funk, who died in a few
hours after the action—he was an officer of great gal-
lantry and promise, and the service has sustained a
severe loss in his death.

The Macedonian lost her Mizen- mast, fore and main
top masts and main yard, and was much cutup in ber
hull. The damage sustained hy this ship was not such
as to render her return into port necessary, and had 1
not deemed it important that we should see our prizein.
should have continued our cruise.
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With the highest consideration and respect, I am, sir,

your obedient humble servant. .
(Signed) STEPHEN DECATUR.

Lisi of killed and wounded on board the United States.

Thomas Brown, New-York, seaman ; Henry Shep-
herd, Philadelphiu, do.; Wm. Murray, Boston, a boy ;
Michael O’Donnel, New-York, private marioe ; John
Roberts, do. do.—Killed.

John Mercer Funk, Philadelphia, Lieut.; Jehn
Archibald, New-York, carpenter’s crew ; Christian
Clark, do. seaman ; George Christopher, do. ordinary
seaman ; George Mahar, do. do. ; Wm. Janies, do. do. ;
John Laton, do. private marine— Hounded.

On board the Macedounian there were thirty-six kill-
ed, and sixty-eight wounded. Among the former were
the boatswain, one master’s mate, and the school-mas-
ter, and of the latter were the first and third lieutenants,
one master’s mate, and two midshipmen.

For brevity, modesty, and perspicuity, we may safely
challenge the admirers of the official acceunts of our
naval victories, to produce any one that surpasses this
of Comm. Decatur’s. Admired they generally are, not
only by the American reader, but even Englisimen, in
the midst of the chagrin and mortification they feel
while reading them, involuntarily express their admi-
ration. Inspeaking of the capture of the Macedonian,
and Detatur’s official account of it, a distinguished Bri-
tish writer-thus forcibly expresses himself :—¢ While
we see British superiority upon the ocean thus disputed,
and the victory of Americans thus described, we know
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not which most to admire, the heroism of Decatur in
capturing the Macedonian, or his modesty in describing
the battle.”

One great cause of exultation at our naval victories,
has been the very shorttime in which they have been
achieved. Comm. Decatur assigns the reason for the
““ unusual length of the action” (only 90 minutes)—
"““The enemy, being to windward, had the advantage of
engaging us at his own distance, &c.”’—The language
of the naval court-martial who tried Capt, Carden for
losing his ship, is this—¢ The court is of opinion, that
previous to the commencement of the ection, from an
over-anxiety to keep the weather-gage, an opportunity
was lost of closing with the enemy.”’—It was an “op-
portunity lost” to Comm. Decatur, by the ¢ over-anxi-
ety” of Capt. Curden. ¢ Closing with the enemy” was
2 lesson which the commander of the frigate United
States thoroughly learned, and effectually practised in
the Mediterranean during the war with Tripoli; and
had he have been so fortunate as to have had the
weatker-gage of the Macedonian, and Nelson had been
a spectator of the contest, he would have exclaimed of
Decatur, as he did of his favourite Collingwood at the
battle of Trafalgar—¢ See in what style the noble fellow
carries his ship into action.”

Comm. Decatur had on board his frigate a little boy,
whose father, a noble seaman, had died and left the little
fellow and his mother in poverty. Asthe Macedenian
kovein sight, and the seamen of the United States fri-
gate were clearing ship for action, the noble lad run up
to the Cummodore, saying—+¢ Captain, I wish myuname
miglt be put down on the roll”—¢ Why so my lad !"
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« So thatI can draw a share of the prize money, Sir.”

answered the young hero. His request was granted ;

after the Macedonian struck, the Commodore called the
lad to him— Well Bill, we have takea her, and your
share of the prize, if we get her safe in, may be about
$200—what will you do with it ”"—* I'll send balf of
it to my mother, Sir, and the other half shall send me
to school.” Delighted with a spirit so noble, and yet
so affectionate, he took the fine little fellow into his pro-
tection—obtained for him a Midshipman’s warrant—at-
tended to his education—and he now bids fair to emu-
late and possibly to equal the achievements of his noble
patron.

In the hottest of the engagement, and at the moment
the mizen-mast of the Macedonian went by the board,
a seamap actively eungaged in working his gun, exclaim-
ed to his comrades—* Aye, aye, we have made a Brig
of her.” Being overheard by the Commodore, he
eaid, ¢ Well my boys, take good sight at your object,
and she will soon be asloop ; and immediately turning
to ano‘ther;guxmer, said—** My good fellow, aim at the
yellow,” [a stripe in the Macedonian between wind and
water] *‘ her rigging 13 going fast enough; she must
_have alittle more hulling.”” A favourite comrade of one
of the seamen having fallen desperately wounded by
his side, he exclaimed, *“ ah my poor fellow, I must at-
tend to the enemy a few minutes longer—his colours
must soon come down ; and then I will attend to you”
~=¢ Let me live till I hear that” said the agonized hero,
““and 1 shall want attention from nobody.”

. That admirable seaman, 1st Lieut. W. H. Allen, in
this action, beheld the practical result of the discipline



178 LIFE OF

he had introduced into this noble ship, and unrivalled
crew, and which occasioned Comm. Decatur’s high
commendation. So rapid was the firing, and so com-
pletely was the frigate at one time enveloped in fire
and smoke, that the crew of the Macedonian gave three
cheers, supposing her to be on fire. Their cheers
were soon converted to groans by the thickening mes-
sengers of death which poured into their ill-fated ship,

After the Macedonian struck her coloars, and her
commander ascended the quarter deck of the United
States, a scene peculiarly affecting followed. Witha
dignified grace, he approached Comm. D:catur and of-
fered him his sword. With a benign -uavity, unda
manner wholly unassuming, the Commodore sa.d, “ Sir,
I cannot receive the sword of a man who has so bravely
defended his ship, but I will receive your hand.” It
was the hand of Capt. John Surnam Carden, with whom
he had the interesting interview mentioned in a prece-
ding chapter. Upon recognizing each other, silence
was the most impressive eloquence. The fortune of
battles had placed one gallant hero in the hands of
another ; and they steadfastly looked at each other
with those kind of feelings which would be disgraced by
any description. The affable grace of Comm. Deca-
tur, pat the gallant Carden as much at ease as a con-
quered hero could be placed in the hour of defeat. He
had left his ship almost a complete wreck, and could
discover but little of the effects of the severe conflict
in the frigate that had so effectually conquered ber.
The Macedonian, when she struck, was in a state little
better than that of the Gurriere, Java and Peacock;
the last of which sunk even before the whole crew
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could be taken out, and the two others were abandon-
ed by the coptors and sunk.

“But the injury done to the ship is forgotten when the
slaughter made amoogst the crew is cousidered.  An
officer of the frigate United States, besides commuui-
cating many other interesting particulars, thus cxpress-
es himaelf :—¢¢ After securing our prisoners, [ was sent
on board the prize to assist in fitting her out, which we
did in a few days under jury-masts. | assure you the
scene she exhibited just after the action, was distress-
ing to bumanity. Fragments of the dead were distribu-
ted in-every direction—the decks covered with blood—
one continued agonizing yell of the unhappy, wounded
victims :—a scene so horrible of my fellow creatures, I
assure you, deprived me very much of the pleasure of
victory.” .

It will be recollected that the official report states
the killed on board the Macedonian to be 36—wounded
—68.  Fifty-three of the wounded died afterwards of
their wounds ; making 89 in the whole ;—more lives
than were lost by the Americans in all their Dattles
with the Tripolitans! And, what will astonish every
reader, who has not, like the writer, critically examined
every official report to ascertain the fact—this loss of
human lives on board the JMucedonian, by instant death
or wounds which proved mortal, was greater than that
of the Americans in every one of the actions between
single ships, where wictories were won ; and alse in
the victory upon Lake Erie, dﬁring the war with Great
Britain ! “Equally astonishing is it that this loss is only
six less than that sustained by the Essez, of 32 guus, in
the unparalleled contest with the frigate Phobe of 36—
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and sloop of war Cherub, of 28—of the President 44
with the Majestic (razee) frigates Endymion, Pomone,
Tenedos, and brig Despatch—and of the Argus of 18
with the Pelican of 21 guns !—

An important duty yet remained for Comm. Decatar
to perform—to conduct his ship and his shattered prize
over an immense and wide spread ocean, filled, in al-
most every direction, with vigilant and powerful ene-
mies, and to reach an American port. Although the
uniform courtesy and hospitality of the Commodore,
-made Capt. Carden * forget that he was a prisoner,”
yet he mighf well hope to be recapturéd; andsee the
frigate United States, with the Macedonian, entering a
British port. But another destiny awaited the perse-
vering Decatur. It was for him to garry into port the
first British frigate ever captured by a single frigate ;
and it was for the little town of New Londopn, in Con-
necticut, to be the first to welcome the returning con-
queror, with the trophy of his victory.

He entered that port upon the 4th day of December,
1812, with the frigate United States in prime order;
and the noble Macedonian which exhibited occular de-
monstration that ¢ she had seen service.””  Although
once amongst the newest, and by all acknowledged the

Jfirst rate frigate in the whole of the immense navy of
Britain, she now belonged to the ¢ Navy List”’ of Ame-
rica. The arrival of Comm. Decatur called forth eve-
ry démonstrntion of joy that could be evinced by the
patriotic citizens of New-London. That town and its
vicinity, had always been a victim to British rapacity,
ever since the British crown commenced the trade of
war upon Americans. Its citizens now had before their
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eyes one evidence at least, that the claws of the British
Lion might be rendered harmless by the talons of the
American Eagle.

But little room can be spared for notices of the nu-
merous and flattering evidences of joy, evinced nt the
arrival of Comm. Decatur at New-Londoun. - The May-
or, Aldérmen, and Commoun Council of that city, pre-
sented him their thanks. They could nifer no higher
proof of their admiration. A splendid ball was given
in honeur of the laurelled hero.” He was charmed,
again to witness the scenes of innocent festivity ; but
the fascinating tones of the violin, and the changes and
promenades of graceful pymphs, were no more pleas-
ing to him, than the shrill ‘sound of the Boatewain's
pire, calling all hands, and the animating thrill of the
bugle, summioning to the battles of his country.

Upon his arrival at New-London, he immediately
dispatched one of his accomplished and brave Lieuten-
ants, Mr. Hamilton, to Washington, with the flag of
the Macedonian, and his despatches. . Lieut. Homilton
arrived at the metropolis upon the evening of the 8th
December. A more happy combination of circum-
stances cannot be imagined. It was upon the evening
of a ball given in honour of the naval officers general-
ly, and more particularly to one of the fir-t of that
gallant band, Capt. CHarLre Stewasr. Not only the
beauty -and fashion of the city, but much of the patri-
otism and talents of the Republic were drawn together

‘upon the joyous occasion. The graces were presidiog

overthe festivities of the hall, and directing the move-

ments of the* mazy dance.” A whisper rap rapidly

through the party, like a shock of electricity around
16



182 LIFE OF

a combined circle. It was suddenly announced that
another flag of a British Ship of War had been brought
to the city. Every heart was palpitating with joy, and
“ forgot its previous raptures.” The party dismiségd
their delightful amusements, and waited for the « full
fruition of joy.” It was 4ncipient joy when Lieut. Ha-
milton entered the hall—it was joy consummated, when
the noble Capts. Hull and Stewarttriumphantly bore the
flag of the Macedonian through the enraptured assembly,
and presented it to the dignified and elevated Mrs. Ma-
dison who was present. Those who had not the Bép-
piness to witness this scene may— ‘

¢ Taik of beauties that they never saw,
And fancy raptures that they nevex knew.”?

The Secretary of the Navy, Hon. Paul Hamilton,
his wife and daughter, were also present, and passed
the embraces of the father, the mother, and the sister,
with Lieut. Hamzlton. Assembled around the festive
board, one of the managers gave for the toast—
¢ CommonorE DECATUR, AND THE OFFICERS AND CREW

oF THE FRIGATE UnNiTED StATES.”

The tender and impassioned language of affection
and admiration, was instantly changed to the most en-
thusiastic plandits. The hall reverberated with the
glory of Decatur. Memory called to view the cap-
ture of the Ketch Intrepid—the destruction of the Phi-
ladelphia Frigate—the battle with the Tripolitan Gun-
Boats—the death of the Turk .who murdered Lieut.
Junes Decatur—and the flag of the Macedonian was

suspendedin the hall, with those of the Gurriere and
the Alert.
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Comm. Decatur, in the mean time, was prepariag to
conduét the frigates United Stales and Maccdunian to
New-York. He arrived in that port with them upon
the ficst day of January, 1813, bavingbeen many days’
detained by adverse winds. He anchored the Mucedo-
. nian atthe Wallabout for repairs, and left the deck of
the frigate United States, to enter once move the city
from which he sailed in one hour after the declaration
of war waa officially announced to him.
It would be totally inconsisient with the limits and
. design of this volume, to enter into particular details of
all the manifestations of respect shewn to Comm. De-
catur. He could not be indifferent to them ; but his
modesty. made him shrink from the glaring display of
them. .
~ Comm. Decatur here met with two former associates
when in the Mediterranean—Capts. Isaac HuLr and
Jacos Joxes. The last he bad, by his valour, emanci-
- pated from a bondage of eighteen months in a Tripoli-
tan dangeon—he now saluted him as a champion, vic-
torious over a superior British force. He forgot the
victory of the frigate United States over the Macedon:-
an, when contemplatmg that of the Wasp over the
Frolzc
"The corporatlon, and citizens of New- Yorl ever
foremost in rewarding patriotism and valour, dieplayed
‘their hqepltahty upon the occasion-of Comm. Decatur’s
arrival, in a style of splendour unsurpassed. It was not
a mere dioner to which ‘he was invited—it was to a
scene elucidating the highest taste, the finest arrange-
ments, and the most noble sentiments. A capacious
Rall was colonaded with masts of ships, and the flags of
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all the world were suspended upon them. Upen each
table was a miniature ship, displaying the “ star-span-
gled banner” of America. An area of about 20, by 10
feet, was filled with water, and a miniature of the Unit-
ed States frigate was floating in it. A mainsail 33, by
16 feet was suspended in the rear of the artiticial lake,
upon which was painted the American Eagle, holdingin
his beak ascroll with these words—** Our cuiLDREN
ARE THE PROPERTY OF OUR COUNTRY.”’*—One beauti.
ful transparency represented the American Eagle, hold-
ing in hiz mouth three medallions. Upon one was it-
scribed **HurLL anp THE GURRIERE’—on" another-
““ Jonks anp THE FroLic”’-—on another—¢ DECATUR
axp THE MACEDONIAN.” Another splendid trans-
parency represented the frigate ConsTiTUTION taking
the GurriErz in a blaze—August 19th 1812—The
frigate UxiTep StaTes taking the Maceponian, Oct.
25th, 1812.~The Wasp, taking the Frovric, Nov. 18th;
1812. Upon displaying these inimitable representa:
tions, the whole company expressed their feelmgs by
nine animated cheers.

The feelings of these gallant men may be concewed
but cannot be described. After they retired, amongst
various other sentiments given on the occasion, was the
following, which aithough it has rather too much of that
species of humeur called punning, is nevertheles ex-
tremely forcible, when understood.— The three na-
val Architects—HuLL, who at one stroke laid the keels

* A reference to the second chapter of this volume, will ex-
plain the appropriate meaning of this sentiment---worthy. of the
best Roman, in the best days of Rome.



STEPHEN DECATUR. 185

of ten hulls*—Jones who raised the frames—DECA-
TUR, who gave the finishing stroke.”’

The corperation of the city of New-York, al<o gave
to the whole crew of the frigate United States, & splen-
did dinner, in the same hall in which Comm. Decatar
dined. The decorations were precisely as just descri-
bed; excepting the lake in which the miniature frigate
wafted, which was filled with greg, but produced not
the least excess amongst these well disciplined sailors.
The crew exceeded 100, aud were neatly dressed in
blué jackets and trowsers, scarlet vests, and glazed
hats. - As they marched from the frigate to the City-
Hotel, reiterated applauses were given by the citizens.
The splendour of the hall—the miniature lake and frig-
ate—and above all, the tranzparances of the victories
of the United States, Constitution, and Wasp, carried
their astonishment almsst to delirium. The boatswain’s
whistle kept them in perfect order, and * Yankee Doo-
dle,” from the mimitable band of the Macedonian, in-
spired them with ardent patriotizm. Afier dioner, the
boatswain thus answered Alderman Vanderbilt’s ele-
gaot address. .

‘“In bebalf of my shipmates, I return our sincere
tha: ks to the corporation of the city of New-York, for
the hanour which they thic duy have done us. Rest
assured, Sir, thatit will be always our wish, to d-serve
the geed opinion of our countrymen.” Three hearty
cheers,:fron the whole crew, evinced their approba-
tion of the boatswain’s sentiments. They then drank

*The “ len hulls’ alluded to an Act of Conzress, then recent-
1y passed for bailding four 74's and six Frigates.

16 *
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to this toast, so perfectly in character with American
tars—

 American ships, all over the ocean.”’
At this time,” Comm. Decatur, and his accomplished
Lieatenant, W. H. Allen, entered the hall. The pres-
ence of the Commodore heightened their previous
rapture. He gave as a toast—

“ Free trade and no impressments,”

which was received with an enthusiasm peculiar to
sailors. He commaunicated to them the request of the
managers of the Theatre, that they would attend in the
evening ; and the whole pit was appropriated for their
accommodation. The Commodore addressed them
nearly in these words—** Sailors !~-Your orderly and
decorous conduct this day, gives me high satisfaction.
Cootinue it through this evening; and convince the
hospitable and patriotic citizens of New-York, that you
can maintain the same order in the midst of ainusements
as you havedene, when sailling upon the ocean and con-
quering the eaemy.”” It was answered by the well
known and respectful salute of sailors. The admira-
ble band of the Macedonian agaire cheered them with
patriotic airs. Excepting the lowering of an enemy’s
flag, this world could not ufiord a scene more exhilara-
ting to such'a man as SterneN Decatuxn.

Ou.e act of noble muniticence in this truly noble crew,
must not be omitted. Upon receiving tieir prize mo-
ney, every one of the scamen 1mmediately paid two
dollars eacn, making a fund of neurly nine hundsed dol-
lurs, for the beucfit of the orphan chidren of Joha Ar-
chibald, wio died by wouads received in the action
with the Macedonian. Comm. Decatar placed the mo-
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ney in the hands of suitable trustees, and received
from the father of Archibald, an address of thauks,
couched in the impressive language of a grateful heart.
But he looked his gratitude. more forcibly than he ex-
pressed it.  On such an occasion—

“51& gkmt; Séﬁds rolumes to the heart,
While words impdssioned die.”

The benevolent, the hamane, the generous Deca-
tur, upon this, and on numerous other occasions, en-
joyed-—*the luxury of doing good.” It was not to his
friends alone, to whom he extended the helping hand
of humanity—to his epemies, when not inconsistent
with his duty, he was a ministering angel of mercy.

When he took possession of the Macedorian, he
found her filled, not enly with every munition and ma-
terial of war, but with almost all the luxuries of the

- palace. He found an opportunity to repay the accom-
“plished and gallant Capt. Carden for the many civili-
ties he bad shewn to Awerican officers, while aupon the
American station. Every thing in the ship which be-
- Jonged: to the government as prize, be scrupulously ae-
counted for; bul every individual article that belong-
ed to the oflicers and seamen, he punctiliously restor-
ed, or liberally paid for. CGapt. Curden had the fin-
- est band of music in the British Navy, and the choic-
~..est-supply of wine, &c. for bis own cabin. These and
other c_qnveniences to the amount of nearly a thousang
-dollars, Comm. Decatur paid him for. Let the face of
the commandet of the Poictiers 74, be crimsuned with
shame, or turn pale with fear, when reminded that af-
ter capturing the Wasp, 18, he deprived the gallant
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Capt. Jones and his crew of every article except the
clothes that covered their bodies; and that these no-
ble Americans never shifted their dress, until they
were exchanged, and arrived in a cartél in America,*
Let another fact connected with the Macedonian which
this same Capt. Jones was appointed to command, be
mentioned by way of contrast between the American
and British governments, and between American and
British naval officers. The following is an extract
from the Muster Roll of the Macedonian, when cap-
tured by Comm. Decatur.

¢t Christopher Dodge, American, aged 32, prest by
the Thisbe, late Dedaigneuse, shipped in the Macedo-
nian July 1, 1810.

Peter Johnson, American, aged 32, prest by the De-
dalus, entered August 24, 1810. )

John Alexgander, of Cape Ann, aged 29, prest by the
Dedalus, entered August 25, 1310.

C. Dolphin, of Connecticut, aged 22, prest by the
Namur, late Ceres, entered August 4, 1810,

Major Cook, of Baltimore, aged 27, prest by the
Royal William, late Mercury, entered Sept. 10, 1810.

William Thompson, of Boston, aged 20, prest at Lis-

* When the gallant seamen of the late ship Wasp arrived at
the seat of goveroment, the Secretary of the Navy, and other
gentlemen visited them in their destitute situation ; the Secreta-
ry shook them each by the hand---ay:plauded them for their gal-
lantry in action, and fortitude under privations ; and gave or-
ders for an immediate supply of every comfort-and convenience.
These men ever afterwards would fight desperately against the
brutal enemy, and valiantly for their coantry.
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bon, eutered Jan. 16, 1811, drowned at sea in board-
ing an American; - '

Joha. Wallis, American, aged 23, prest by the Tri-
ton, entered Feb. 16, 1811, killed in action in the Ma-
cedonian ! )

John Card, American, aged 27, prest by the North
Star, entered April 18, 1811, killed in action in the
Macedonian !’

Let the vaunting * Queen of the Ocean’” boast of
her thousand ships and matchless commanders ; and
as Macbeth shuddered at the ghost “of Banquo, let her
shudder at the ghostz 6f Thompson, Wallis and Card,
compelled to fight their own countrymen, and perhaps
to spill their brother’s blood. But their blood has
been avenged, so far as man can avenge ; and it is for
that Being who “ reigns in'the armies of heaven above”
to administer eternal Jjustice.
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CHAPTER XIIL

Honours conferred'upon Comm. Decatur—He takes command
of a Squadron—Immense disparity between American and
British Naval force on the American coast—List of both~
Comm. Decatur sails from New Yorkin Squadron—-His ship
struck by lightning—Sails for a British 74—Retreats to New
London—Prepares for defence—Raz+es—British Squadron--
Contrast between Hardy and Cockburn—Stratagems of War
—Passport for the bodies of Lawrence and Ludlow—-—Comm
Deaatur attempts to escape—Blue Lights—Steam Frlgate—
Challenge to the enemy--Impressed seamen--Dignified and
humane officers—Comm.: Decatur and Comm. Macdonough.

Comm. Decatur might now be said to be at the zenith
of glory. Honours flowed in upon him in such rapid
succession, that if the thirst for fame and the appetite
for glory could ever be satisfied, ke might well say “it
is enough”-—and yet, when cknowledging the honours
cooferred upon him and his gallant officers and seamen,
his unassuming language was—* ma¥ THEY STIMULATE
US TO ACTS MORE PROPORTIONED TO THEIR APPROBA-
TioN.”’ It might well be asked what deeds could De-
eaTur perform, that would be ‘* more proportioned”
to the highest approbation that could be bestowed than
what he had already achieved ? 1 do not here allude
to his last achievement—brilliant as it surely was, it
was even surpassed by those of his early life, and sueh
I trust is the opinion of the readers of these imperfect
sketches. : :

Promotion he could not receive, for at twenty ﬁve,
he reached the highest grade of office in the American
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Navy. The almost endless series of promotions in the
Navy of Britain, opens a wide door for her officers to
pass through to naval honours. Admirals, and vice-
Adwirals—Admirals of the whete, the red, and the blue,
and Rear-Admirals almost ad infinitum, afford titles of
honour to a numerous host of officers. whether they
have earned them by deeds of valour, or acquired them
by court favouritism. The titles of duke, earl. marguis,
viscount, baronet and knaght, are also within the gift of the
crown ; and it will be recollected that plain Capt.
Broke of the Shanmon, was *‘ dubbed a knight” for
capturing by a fortunate circumstance, the ill-starred
frigate Chesapeake, afier she had fairly beaten the
Shannon. »

The most grateful reward to the gallant and noble
Decatur, was the thanks of his goyernment, aud the ap-
plause of his countrymen. They were far higher in
his estimation, than a dukedom, or peerage with a
princely estate, torh from the hard earnings of humble
and patient industry. These he enjoyed in full frui-
tion. Nor were they new honours to him.  Ten years
before, he received from Coungress, his coxrission, a
VOTE OF THANKS, and a SWORD.

The Corcress oF THE Unitep StaTes voted their
thanks. to Comm. Decatur, bis Officers and Seamen,
for the capture of the Macedonian—a gold medal to
him, and a silver one to each of his'officers.

The State Legislutures of Pennsylvanic and Massa-
chusetts also voted thanks to the Commodore, his Offi-
cers and Seamen—and the Legislature of Pirginia pre-
sented -elegaat swords to him, and to Lieuts. W. H.
Allen, and J. B. Nicholson, for the same achievement.
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The Citizens of Philadelphie, (for ¢ those who knew
him best, loved him most’’) presented bim with a sword
of pure solid gold, of__little less value than one thou-
sand dollars. Perhaps the pecuniary value of it ought
not to be mentioned ; as neither the givers or the re-
ceiver thought of itin any other point of view, thanas
a token of admiration on the one part, and an evidence
on the other of consummate skill, gailant courage, and
devoted patriotism.

Sumptuous public dinners, and splendid public balls,
were given to the Commodore wherever he could be
found ; and had duty or inclination led him to travel by
land, he unquestionably would have been urged, and
almost compelled, to have eaten and danced hispassage
through the whole Republic. But he rather preferred
to make another attempt to fight his passage o’er the
ocean, through the thickening ships of the enemy,
which, at this period, almost encircled the whole
country. )

Comm. Decatur, soon after his return to America,
from his second brilliant cruise, was appointed to the
command of a Squadron, consisting of the frigate Uni-
ted States (his flag ship)—the frigate Macedonian, Capt.
Jones—and the Sloop of War Hornet, Capt. Bippie.
These gallant and persevering efficers devoted them-
selves, with unceasing assiduity, in fitting their ships
for sea. The Frigate U. States, and the Sloop Hornet,
notwithstanding the first had recently captured a first
rate British Frigate, and the last had sunk a British
ship of superior force, needed but little repairs ; yet
the Macedonian was rendered almost a wreck, and
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needed thorough repairs. The Squadron was fitted for
gea by the 24th May, 1813,

While prepariog this Squadron for sea, Comm. D\.*
catur, Capts. Jones and Biddle, en_)oyed the high satis-
faction of learningthe splendid victory of the noble aud
gallant Comm. Bainbridge, of the frigate Cunstirution,
over the British frigate Java, Capt. Lambert, and that
of Capt. Lawrence, of the sloop of war Hornet, over
the British sloop.of war Peacock, Capt. Peake. The
history of Naval Warfare scarcely affords a parallel
with these two victories. The new and elegant ship
Java all but sunk in: the action, and was afterwards
blown up as a worthless wreck—her commander mor-
tally wounded—£0 mea killed, and 170 wounded.
The sloop of war Peacock, one of the finest of her
class, sunk even before the whole of the conquered
crew could be gotten on board the Hornet. What en-
hanced the interest of these victories, was the delight-
ful, aod yet glorious association of idess. The writer
has frequently, in the later periods of Comm. Deca-
tar’s life; recurred back to his Mediterranean achieve-
mests. How forcibly may we recar to them in this
placé 7 Bainbridge, Jones and Biddle, were once in
the most dismal bondage in Tripoli—Decatur and Law-
renceled in the destruction of the frigate Philadelphia,
which hastened their emangipation ! . They commenced

"their naval intimacy in scenes of coinmon dangers, and
common misery—it had now advanced to the high ex-
ultation of common victories obtained by-them all over
the mistress of the ocean. Never had a whole class of
men so much reason to admire:each other, as the A-
merican Nayal Officers, who began their carcer of sufe

17
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ferings and victory in the Mediterranean, and who have
g0 gloriously corquered in the Atlantic.

The immense disparity of N.val force between Ame-
rica and Britain at the commeuncement of the war, hag
been alluded to in general terms. [t may gratify the
read-r to learn more particulorly ihe force of the ene-
my, when the endauated and f.arless Decarur, com-
menced his 1hird cruise. The statement is derived
from a source which will not be disputed, as it comes
from the very loyal Mr Steele, whose annual * Navy
List, of the Royal Navy of Great Britain” and their
geveral ** Stations” is made under the inspection of the
¢ Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,” and more
particularly under that of ¢ John Wilsen Crocker, Esq.’
This List for January 1st, 1813, assigns the following
ships to the several stations undermentioned :—

BERMUDA STATION.

Names. Guns. Commanders.
Mioerva 32 R. Hawkins, esq.
Frolic, brig 18 ——Whinyates.
Sylph 18 Wm. Evans.
Muros, brig 14 Lt. C. Hobart,

London papers of the 10th of January, stated thata
squadron of 19 sail of the line, several large frigates,
(razees) and 5 bomb vessels, would instantly proceed
to the coast of America, to bombard some of the prin-
cipal ports. The following are named as part of that
force. Some of them were then on cur coast.

R . ) R’r Ad. L’d A. Beauclerc.
toyal Ouk 7} Capt. F. G. Shortland.

Egmont 74 Joseph Bingham, esq.

La Hogue 74 Hon. T. B. Capel.



STEPHEN DECATUR. 195

Norge 74 L. 5. Reanier, esq.
Vualiant 7+ R. D. Ohver.

Tiger 74 Jobn Hulhday.
Abercrombie 74 C. W. Fahie, vsq.
Queen 80 Rt. Hon. Lord J. Colville.
*Theseus T Wm. Prouse, esq.
Bellona 74 Geo. M-Kumley, exq.
Revolationaire 44 P. L. Woolcombe, esq.
Desiree 38 Artvur Farquahar,
Neimen | 88 Sunnel Pym.

Mutine, brig 18 N, D. Courcy.

*Going first off the IFestern Llands.

CRUISING OFF THE WESTERN ISLANDS.

Elephant 7+ C. I Austin, esq.

Dublin 7+ R. Henderson. esq.
Inconstant 36 E. W, C. R Owens, esq.
Hermes 20 Philip Browne, esq.
Rolla, brig 10 Wm. Hall, esq.

HALIFAX STATION.
Ad. sir J. B. Warren, bt.

San Domingo "4 3 Capt. Charles Gill.
Cumberland 74 ‘Thomas Baker, e<q.

. Rear Ad. Cockburn, knt.
Marlborough 74 g Capt. B. H. Ross.
Foictiers 74 SirJ. P. Beresford, knt.
Ramilies 74 Sir Thomas Hardy, bart.
Grampus 50 Robert Barrie, esq.
Acasta 40 A. R.Kerr, esq.

Juoon 38 James Saunders, esq.
Nymphe 38 E. P. Epworth, esq.
Sea-Horse. 38 J. A. Gordon, esq.
Shannon 38 P. B. V. Broke, esq.
Spartan 38 E. P. Brenton, esq.
Statira 38 Hassard Stackpole, esq.
Tenedos - 38 Hyde Parker, esq.
Belvidera 36 Richard Byron, esq.
Maidstone 36 Geo. Burdett, esq.

Orpheus - 36 Hugh Pigott, esq.
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Folus
Laurestinus
Fawn
Tartarus
Wanderer
Arachne, brig
Arab do.
Atalante do.
Colibri  do.

Curlew do.
Goree
Heron, brig

Martin
Morgiana*
Moselle, brig
Recruit
Sophia, brig
Magnet, do.
Ratler
*Plumper, gun brig,
Variable
Holly, echr.
Bream, “do.
Cuttle, do,

Fierce, do.
Herring, do.
Mackarel, do.

LIFE OF
32 Lord J. Townsend.
24 Thomas Graham, esq.
20 Thomas Fellows, esq.
20 John Pasco, esq.
20 F. Newcomb, esq.
18 C. H. Watson, esq.
18  John Wilson, esq.
18 Frederick Hickey, esq.
18 J. Thompson, esq.
18 Michael Head, esq.
18 Hon. H. D. Byng.
18 Wm. M‘Culloch, esg.
18 John Evans, Esq.
18 David Scott, esq.
18 Mowbray, esq.
18 H.F. Banhouse, esq.
18 N. Luckyer, esq.
16 D. M. Maurice, esq.
16 "A. Gordon, esq.
12 Lt. J. Bray. |
12 R. R. B. Yates.
8 Lt. S. 8. Treacher.
4 Lt.C. D. Browne.
4 Lt. W. L, Patterson.
4
4 Lt. John Murray.
4 Lt. T, H. Hutchinson.

* Lost near Eastport, Maine.

The following vessels were on the Jamaica and
Leeward Island Stations, and on passage to the West In-
dies, the ist of January :

Dragon

Arethusa
Sybelle
*Southampton
Jason
Narcissus

Mercury (en flute)

74 3

38

R’r ad. Sir F. Laforey, bt.
Capt. F. A. Collier.

38 C. Upton, esq. convoy.
32 Sir James Yeo.

32 Hon. Wm. King.

32 J. R. Lumley.

28 C. Milward.
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Garlamd Q2 Davies.

Coquette 20 Johu Simpson.

*Cyane 20  Thomas Forrest.

Lightning’ ‘ 20 B. C. Doyle.

Brazen 18"

Bold, brig 18 John Sk-kel.

Crane 18 Jirues Stuart.

Dauntless 18 D). Barber. convoy with

Démerara, g. b. 18 W H.Smith, § the Sybelie.

Peravian, brig, 18 A F. Westropp.

Tndian 18 Heory Jane.

Sappho, brig, 18 H. O 'Gready.

Sapphire 18 Henry Haypes.

Maria, brig, 16 Lieot. Bligh.

Swaggerer, 16 G.J. Evelyn.

Protéction e b 14 ngeut G. Mitchener,
RS convoy with Sybelle.

Liberty, cutter b. 1+  Lieut. G. M. Guise.

Morne Fortunee, b. 14 J. Steele.

Netley, sch. 14 G. Green,

Spicer, b. 14 F.G. Willoch.

Ellzabeth, sch. 12 Lieut. Edward F. Droyer.

Rapide,  do. 12 N. V. Pere.

Algeriue, cutter, 10 D. Carperter.

*Dominico, g. b. - 10 Robert Hockings.

Opnssum,  do. 10 Thomas woolridge.

Ballahon, sch. 8 Norfolk King.

Green Lionet 6

TSubtle 8 Lieut. Charles Browne.

*Lost on the Bahama Keys.
]‘Upset and sunk while in chase qf't/ze Jierican przvateer
. Jack’s Favorite.

NEWFOUNDLAND STATION.

L Adm. Sir E. Nagle, bart.
Antelope - 50 g Capt. Ldward Hawkes.
Hyperion 32 W. P. Cumby, csq.

Electra 18 Wm. Gregory, esq.
* 17
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Hazard 18 John Cooksley, esq:
*Alert 16 Lieut. Wm. Smith.
Juniper 8 N. Vassal.

* Captured by the Essex.

The Gurriere, the Macedonian, the Java,; the Peg-
cock,and the Frolick, once belonged to this List. The
names of the first, and three last, although not the same
tumbers, were afterwards added to the American Navy
"List.

Again,— Look upon THAT Picture, and then upon
this.”’—It would make the reader think of “‘little lulus”
following after ¢ Anchises.”

NAVY OF THE UNITED STATES, IN 1813.

President 44 Comm. Rodgers.

United States 44 Decatur.
Constitution 44 Capt. Lawrence.
Macedonian 3 Jones.

Congress 36 " Smith.
Chesapeake. 36 Evans.
Constellation 36 Stewart.
New-York 36 Repairing at Washington.
Boston 32 do. do.
Essex 32 Capt. Porter.

Adams 32 Morris.

John Adams 26 Ludlow.

Alert 18

Horpet 18

Argus 16 Lieut. Allen.

Syren 16 Mast. Com. J. Bainbridge.
Enterpize 141  Lieut. Blakely.

Troup 14 Grandison.
Nonsuch 12

The fastidious disciples

of the ¢ Doctrine of Chan-

ces,’”” would feel that wonder, which is the efect of ti-
widity upon weakness, that the government of the A-
merican Republic, or its Naval officers, should pre:
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sume fo expose a ship or a seaman to the destruction of
such an overwhelming superiority of force. The go-
vernment and its officers kaew what had been accom-
plished, and were not to be deterred by fear from fur-
ther attémpts. They took no counsel from that para-
lyzing passion in the breast of dotards.

“Comm. Decatuar received his sailing orders with ex-
ultation , and Capts. Jones and Biddle panted foran op-
portunity to gather further lanrels.

. Upon the 24th of May, the Commodore’s broad pen-
dant waved from the head of hisfavourite frigate Uni-
ted States. The ¢ Star spangled Banner” held the
place once occupied by * St. George’s Cross” on the
Macedonian ; and the little Hornet still retained her
stings. They passed into the sound; and when off
Huat’s Point, the main-mast of the Commodore’s ship
was struck with lightaing, and his broad pendant came
down ; being compelled, surely, in this instance, to
yield to a * supERIOR Force.” [t entered a port-hole
—went down the after hatchway, through the ward-
_room, into the Surgeon’s room—tore up his bed, and
-put oat. bis candle—then passed between the skin and
cieling of the ship, and tore up about twenty nails of
her copper at the water’s‘edge. The Macedonian,
but 100 yards astern, hove her top-sails aback, fearing
the fire might find its way to the magazine. The Squad-
ron, however, was soon again under full sail.

Upon June 1st, a British 74 was discovered off the
harbour of New-London. Immediate sail was made
for her, and a prize was already taken in anticipation.
‘At this moment the remainder of the British squadron
—a 74, a Razee, and a frigate, showed themselves,
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coming from their covert behind Montauk Point. Tiﬁs
force was almost as irresistible as the lightning from
which the American squadron had recently Tescaped;
and it made gond its retreat into the harbour of New.
London ; not, however, until the Commodore’s ship
gave the razee afew shots from her stern-chasers,

Such are the sudden changes in the fortunk of na-
val warfare. The Commodore found himself blocka-
ded in the same port into which he lately conducted the
first British frigate as a prize, that ever entered an A-
merican harbour. A

Expecting from the great force of the enemy an im:
mediate attack, the sqiadron was prepared, aided by
the military force at forts Trumbull and Griswold, to
give Sir Thos. M. Huardy a reception as warm andmores
effectual than his adored Nelson found at Copenhager.

As this is the first time Razees have been mentiened,
some readers may wish for a description, of what, how-
ever, may properly be called a non descript in naval
armaments. They are actunlly 74 gun-ships, witha
little portion of their decks cut down, and tie exclusion
of their smaller guns which are ot but little use in close
engagements. They are dremed by the first naval
characters, a full match for two first rate frigates. The
wary admiraity of Old England, after seeing their
finest frigates for the first time bowing to an equal force,
designed these mongrel bulwarks of her prowess, for
contests with American frigates, and denominated them
razees ! If a double entendre were allowable upon a
subject that ought to excite coutempt we might safely
venture t¢ say that in single combat with a plain Ameri-
can 44, they would be razeed of more deck and more
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guns than what the British naval architects would approve
of. The admiralty of Britain, by this measure, bestow-
ed the highest compliment upon American officers and
seamien, and virtually acknowledged their own inferior-
ity in conflicts between equal forces—and the crown
would probably have knighted the commander of a
British razee for capturing an .dmerican frigate.

Comm. Decatur moored his squadron tive miles above
the town, and took every precautionary measure, in
sonjunction with the United States’ forces in the forts
and the Connecticut militia, which immediately appear-
ed, to prepare for a vigorous defence. His presence
and example inspired confidence in every bosom, and
imparted the ardent glow of patriotism to every heart.
Although Comm. Decatur, Capts. Jones and Biddle, their
officers and seamen were driven, by a force wholly ir-
resistible by them, from their chosen element,—and
that formidable force still menacing them and the coun-
try, yet, spirits like theirs were never created to
¢ despair of the Republic.” The first had long been
familiar with scenes of carnage and death in their most
borrid forms, and the second and the third had endured
the horrors of a lengthened bondage amongst the most
ferocious and merciless of barbarian=—and all bad been
1n victorious conflicts with the mistress of the ocean.

1t would not comport with the intended limits of this
volume, to detail all the minor events that took place
in the naval and military forces at, and near New-Lon-
don, duringthe long period the American Squadron was
there blockaded. The British Squadron under Sir
Thomas M. Hardy, was at all times too formidable to
attack and too vigilant to escape. It eriginally consist-
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ed of the. Ramulies, 74, Sir T. M. Hardy—Valiant, 74,

,R. D. Ohver—-—ﬂcasta, 40, A. R. Kerr—Orpheus, 36,
H. Pigott. The Statira, 35, H. Stackpole, ( sister-
ship®’ of the Macsdonian,) auvd La Hogue, 74, and En.
dymion, 44, afierwards joined ; besides Tenders, Barg-
es, Boats, &c. &c.  Sir Thocus could diminish or aug-
ment his sqradron at pleasure, as there were always
British ships enough within a few duavs call,

It might be considered as a fortunate circumstance
for the citizens of Connecticut a~d New-York, resi-
dent on the borders of Long-Islind sound, that such a
noble and magnanimous enemy as Sir T. M. Hardy,
cuinmanded in those waters. The inhabitants upon
the waters and the borders of the Chesapeake suffered
a far different destiny where the sangninary and detest-
ed Cockburn. held dominion. Harpy, one of the heroes
of Trafalgar, and who received the dying Nelson in his
arms on hoard the Pictory, scorned to make war uponun-
resisting weaknese. Bat let “he fate of Hampton, Havre
de Grace, Frenchtown and Fredericktown be remember-
ed; and to place Cockbnrn upon the very pinnacle of
infamy for ¢ scorn to point its slow unmoving finger at,”
let the wanton destrnction of the Capitol, th- Presi-
dent’s house, the National Library, and the dilapidations
upon the Naval Monument at Washington be bronght to
light. Tt is almost with a blash I mention the name of
this paragon of infamy upon the same page with the
valiant Hardy, who never violated the established prin-
ciples of civilized warfare. Scarcely a living animal
was taken from the islands or the main without they

were paid for, or offered pay refused.¥ No defence-

* Gardoer, Esq. proprietor of Gardner’s island, refu-

sed pay for twenty head of fine cattle.
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less villager was driven in despair from his burning
mansion ; no unprotected fenmale sull:red violence from
brutal passion.  This truly noble Hero knew his duty
to his king and country, and he performed it. Uis
squadr[)n captured every merchantman within its reach.
Oue detaciment of it destroyed alarge amount of ship-
ping at Pettipaug —another made a ** demonstration™
upon the borongh of Stonington, and were repnlsed by
the unparalleled heroism of the citizens. He would
most gladly have recaptured the Macedvnian, and have
been delighted to have added the frigate United States
and the sloop of War Hornet to the ** Royal Navy ;”
but lie knew that a Decatar, as valiaut and magnanimous
as himself, was placed as a watchman upon these woed-
en walls of the Republic. Sir Thomas could do noth-
ing but sniile at the gasconading threat of one of his
officers, ¢ That they meant to have the Mucedonian if
they followed her into a cornfield.” Undoubtedly they
wouald bave rejoiced to rezp such a prize in any field.
But Comm. Hardy’s ** system of navigation” would
hardly admit of gathering a crop on such an element.
Although Comm. Decatur, and Comm. Hardy would
prefer an ocean-buttle, to obtain a conquest, yet strata-
gem has always been practised to obtain the same object.
Such was resorted to by the commanders of the Val-
iant and JAcasta, to decoy Comm. Decatur into the
hands of the enemy. About the middle of June, these
ships left their stations—captured a coasting vessel,
an'd assured the master of her, that the Valiant had
struck upon a rock, and that the Acasta was going with
_her to Halifax for repairs, and to tuke out the crew if
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she should sink. In aweek they returned with an ad-
ditional Frigate and a Brig of War !

Upon the 19th June, the day upon which war was
declared the year preceding, the American flag was
hoisted under that of the British on board their squad-
ron. Had that flag been taken in action with an equal
force, there would have been more meaning in it,
Thes could distinctly see the American flag upon the
mast of the Macedonian.

Upor the 25th a schooner fitted out as a sort of fire-
ship at New-York, by a Mr. Scudder, who acknowl-
edged the fact, exploded near the British squadron,
destroyed some boats and about 100 men. Comm.
Hardy, probably supposing it to have origihated in
Comm. Decatur’s squadron, sent the following note on
shore by a'flag of truce.

* The inhabitants of Stonington, New-London and
the vicinity, are hereby informed, that after this date, .
no bost of any description shall be suffered to approach
or pass bis Britannic majesty’s squadron, lying off New-
London, flags of truce excepted.

Given on board his majesty’s ship Ramilies, the 26th
June, 1813.

T. M. HARDY, Capt.”

Although the gallant and lamented Gen. Pike, died
by a British stratagem still more unusual than this, yet
Comm. Decatur, as the reader will presently learn,
proposed adifferent mode to take or destroy the British

squadron than by that of blowing it up with fire ships,
or torpedoes, ’
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Comm. Decatur, about the'ﬁm of September, re-
ceived from Comm. Bainbridge the ariginal British
passport for the Brig Henry, fitted out by the patriotic
George Crowninshield and manned by twelve sea-cap-
tains, to proceed from Salem, (Mass.) to Halifux, and to
bring to their native land the bodies of the gallant und
lameated Capt. Lawrexce and Lieut. Lvorow nho tell
in the Chesapeake frigate. The object was, to enable
Comm. Decatur to obtain an extension of the same
passport, from the commanding officer of tlis station,
for the Henry to proceed to New York with the bodies.
The Commodore immediately dispatched Lieut. Nich-
olson with a flag of truce, and a letter addressed to Sir
T. M. Hardy, * or the officer commanding H. B. M.
Squadron off New London.” Capt. Oliver of the Valiant
was the ¢ officer commanding.’”” Lieat, Nichelzon was
ordered to lie by with his boat, in weather extremely
boisterous, and was refused the privilege of coming
to the leeward of the Valiant, for protection. An offi-
cer was sent on board the flag-boat—the dispatches
were sent to Capt. Oliver, with the original passport.
After an houar’s detention, a letter was sent on board to
Comm. Decatur, informing him that his letter and the
pasaport would be sent to Comm. Eardy, then at Hali-
fax !

The feelings of Comm. Decatur on receipt of the
letter, can neither be described nor couceived. In con-
sequence of this refusal, the bodies of these sleeping
heroes were transported by land, frons Salem through
Massachusetts and Connecticut to New-York, That
this refusal should not appear too giaring an outrage
wpor humanity, it ought to be mentioned that Capt.

18
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Oliver, subsequently, when it was too late to have effect,
granted the request !

While Comm. Deecatur’s squadron was rendered thus
inactive, and driven from the ocean, a * fresh water”
squadron, surrounded by a wilderness, achieved adeed
which produced inexpressible astonichment in the ene-
my, and joy as inexpressible with Americans, As
Comm. Perry’s victory upoh Lake Erie was the first
gained over the enemy in squadron, as Capt. Hall’s was
the first over a single ship, they have been echoed and
re-echoed, until it might be supposed that the thirst for
praise itself, would have been saturated. 'This capture
of the British squadron upon Luke Erie is an anomaly
in the history of naval warfare. Although Nelson had
taught the manner of breaking through an enemy’s line,
yet it was for Comm. Perry to leave his own disabled
ship in the hands of his Lieutenant, who. reluctantly
struck her flag—take the ship of the next officer in com-
mand, almost uninjured, and dispatch him on another
service—then, with his fresh ship, aided by the gallan-
try aud skill of her former commander, in bringing fresh
ships into close action, to gain a decided victory, is
surely without a parallel. Comm. Pérl‘y, and Capt.
Elliot set a new example ; whether it ever will be fol-
lswed, must be left for future naval conflicts to deter-
mine. Particulars must here be omitted ; but they
may be lcarned from Comm. Perry’s three official letters
to the Secretary of the Navy ; and his three civil letters
to Muj. Gen. Harrison. The General aided the Com-
modore in obtaining the victory upon water—the Com-

modore, in return aided the Geneial in conquering up-
on land. '
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‘But such are the sudden reverses of those who travel
the road to fame, that they are often compelled to wia-
gle the tears of grief, with the smiled of triumph.
Scarce had the exhilaration of joy excited in the bogom
of Comm. Decatur by the victory upon Lake Eric sub-
sided, before the death of one of his former favourite
lieutenants was announced. After the capture of the
Macedontan, Lieut. W, H. Arvex, was promoted, and
ordered to take command of the Argus, the first armed
vessel that Decatur commanded. He carried the Ame-
rican minister to France, and repaired to the Irish chan-

-nel, where, in ashort time, he captured British proper-
ty to the amount of 32.000.000, as they confess; yet
they admired the hand that struck them, it was raised
with so much dignity and fell with so much humanity.
When Capt. Allen fell himself, nobly fighting the Pelican
upon-the 14th August, and was buried in the midst of
the enemies he had so nobly fought, their demonstra-
tions of respect for his character, speak his highest eu-
logy. He wasinterred with the honours of war ; and
the American flag under which he had gallaptly fought,
enclosed his reliques as they were borne to the vault,
shere his slain midshipman, Mr. Delphy bad previously
been deposited. Like the gallant Lawresck, he fear-
lessly fought—he nobly fell—and was—

T« By strangers honour’d, and by strangers mourn’d.”

Upon the 4th October, Comm. Decatur abandoned
the fort he had erected on Dragon Hill—descended the
river about three miles, determining to watch every
possible opportunity to escape from bis irksome and
digheartening situation. It was doubtless as irksome
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for Comm. Hardy to blockade, as it was for Comm. Pe-
catar to be blockaded—they both preferred a more ac.
tive and glorious service. But the fortune of war had
placed them in this situation ; and if it had been the
pleasure of their several governments, that they should
have remained in it during life, they must either have
fought their way out of it,—submitted to it, or lefta
service from which they derived their highest enjoy-
ment.

The vigilance of the blockading squadron was such,
that no opportunity, for a long time occurred to at-
tempt an escape with any hopes of success. Indeed,
it was the bounden duty of the British squadron, to pre-
vent Comm. Decatur’s escape, or to capture or destroy
his ship ; and if they had failed to do one of them, ev-
ery officer' n the enemy’s squadron would have met
with the severe punishment which a British naval
court-martial invariably inflict for the most trifling
omission of duty or commission of error. '

It is always the policy of war to obtain the most cor-
rect intelligence of an enemy’s situation—the amount
of his force—his movements, and, if possible, his ¢nen-
tions. The British almost invariably have 'their_ emis-
saries in the midst of their enemies. If s easy, from
the similarity of langnage, and appearance, to intro-
duce their own subjects into an American Squadron, or
Encampment ; and such isthe weakness or corruption
of man, 4 is not hard, even to bribe their enemies with
gold. That the British had emissaries of one or the
other character at New-London, is placed beyond the
doubts even of stubborn incredulity; uuless of that
stubbornness which is often the last subterfuge of guilt.
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The citizens of New-London and Groton had passed
‘through the very extremity of suiferings, inflicted up
¥h them by the most execrable of traitors—Benedict
Arnold ; and the most remote suspicion of treason, could
not for a moment attach itself to them, Their patriot-
ismin the first war between the Republic and Britain
—and the avidity with which they flew to arms in the
sécond, to defeod Comm. Decatur’s squadron, most
foreibly repels the least imputation of disaffection.
But they had in the midst of them, either foreign emis-
saries, or domestic traitors, from some where ; and they
could not detect them. Even the chosen followers of
the Redeemer innocently harboured and caressed an
unknown traitor ; and if an JAmerican accepted of
«¢ thirty pieces of silver,”” or thirty thousand of gold,
to betray his country, it is not to be regretted if he has
met with the fate of Iscariot. '

Bat let the language of the noble, the patriotic, and,
in this instance, the indignant Decatur, speak for it-
self

¢ Ncw-London, Dec. 20th, 1813.

““.Some few nights since, the weather promised an
opportunity for this squadron to get to sea, and it was
said on shore that we irtend.-d to make the attempt.
In the courze of the evening two blue lights were
burnt ou both the points at the harbour’s mouth as sig-
nals to the enemy, and there is not a doubt, but that
they have by signals and otherwise, instantaneous infor-
mation of our movements.  Great but unsuccessful ex-
ertions have been made to detect those who communi-
nate with the epemy by signal. The editor of the New-

18 *
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London Gazette, to alarm them, and in hope to prevent
the repetition of these signals, stated in that newspaper,
that they had been observed, and ventured to denouncé
those who had made them in animated and indignant
terms. The consequence is, that he has incurred the
express censure of some of his neighbours. Notwith-
standing these signals have been repeated, and have
been seen by 20 persons at least in this squadron; there
are men in N. London who have the hardibood to affect
to disbelieve it, and the effrontery to avow their dishe--
lref. I am, sir, with the highest consideration and res-
pect, your very obedient and humble servant.
(Signed) STEPHEN DECATUR.
Hon. Win. Jones, Secretary of the Navy.

Here let the gloomy suhject rest. The bosom of
the patriot cannot be disturbed by it; and as to the
traitors who * burnt the two blue lights,” if still in exis-
tence, may their pillows be pillows of thorns—may -
their sleep be agony ; and may they even be deprived
of tears to appease the gnawinge of guilt, until they
confess it, and become the subjects of human justice,
and, if so decreed, of divire mercy.

Comm. Decatar, Capts. Jones and Biddle, as they
could not escape, and as the enemy would not attack
them at anchor, turned their attention to a new species
of naval armament, invented by that unequalled me-
chanist, RoBerT FuLtoN. As itis embracedin the ob-
ject of this work to blend with the biography of Comin.
Decatur ¢ brief notices of the origin, progress and a-
chievements of the American Novy,” it is deemed useful
to furnish the reader with his opinion and that of other
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distinguished naval characters, of F;)m-ou’s Sream
FricaTe., ° '

¢ New-London, January 3, 1814,

We, the undersigned, have this duy examined the
model and plans of a vessel of war, submitted to us by
Robert Fulton, to carry 24 guns, 21 or 32 pounders,
and us€ red hot shot to be propelled by steam at the
speed of from 4 to 5 miles an hour, without the aid of
wind or tide. The properties of which vessel are :
That without masts or sails, she can move with shfficient-
speed ; that her machinery being guarded, she cannot
be crippled ; that her sides are so thick as to be im-
penetrable to every kind of shot—and in a calm or light
breeze, she can take choice of position or distance from
an enemy. Considering the speed which the applica-
cion of steam hgs already given to heavy floating bodies,
we have full confidence, that shonld such a vessel move
only four miles an hour, she could, uader favourable
circumstances which may always be gained over ene-
mies’ vessels in our ports, harbours, bays, and sounds,
be rendered more fermidable to an enewy than any kind
of engine hitherto invented. And in such case she
would be equal to the destruction” of one or more 74’s,
or of compelling her or them to depart from our waters.
We, therefore, give it as our decided opinion, that it is
among the best interests of the United States, to carry
this plan into immediatc execation.

(Signed) STEPHEN DECATUR.

J. JONES.
J. BIDDLE.



212 LIFE OF

New York, Jan. 10, 1814,
We, the subacribers, having examined the medel of
the above described vessel of war, to be propelled by
steam, do fully concur in the above opinion of the prac-
ticability and utility of the same. »
(Signed) SAMUEL EVANS,
‘ ‘0. H. PERRY.
L. WARRINGTON,
J. LEWIS.”

1t is to be regretted, that this novel, floating engine
of destruction had-not been in readiness to test its pow-
er upon the Royal Navy of Britain in the second war ;
and although a third one is to be deprecated, it is ardent-
1y hoped by every lover of the Republic that in a future
war with that or any other power, such engines or
some others, may protect our ‘“ ports, harbours, bays
and sounds” from the depredation of every hostile in-
truder.

To return to Comm. Decatur, and his blockaded
squadron, and to Comm: Hardy who was still blecka-
ding him. Capt. Moran, had been captured and was
on board the Ramilies. Sir Thomas remarked to him
—:¢ Now that two frigates were off, of equal force to
the United States and Muacedonian, he should have no
objections te a meeting taking place, but that he could
not allow the challenge to come from the English com-
manders.” Capt. Moran was paroled—came on shore,
and without knowing Comm. Decatur, mentioned the
circumstance in his hearing. He immediately dispatch-
ed Capt. Biddle in a flag of truce, with a challenge from
the American commanders. The crews of the United
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States and Macedonian were called, and laconically ad-
tressed. Comm. Decatur said— Officers and seamen
—You will shortly be called upon again to try your
skill and valour. This ship and his Britannic Majesty’s
ship Endymnion of equal force will speedily try their
strength.  You are accustomed to victory, and you will
not tarnish the glory you have already won. I have
no fears for the result.”

The ardent, yet modest Capt. Jones, addressed his
sfficersand eeamen nearly as follows.—*¢ My lads—the
Macedonian was once conquered by American tars, and
she will soon have an opportunity to gaina victory her-
ielf, You have not forgbtten the Sloop of war Frolic,
ind you will shortly be introduced to the Frigate Stati-
‘a. . My lads—our craise will be short, and I trust a
rery profitable ene.”—Three hearty cheers were giv-
:n in answer to these addresses. ;

Comm. Hardy, by sigaals, called the commanders of
he Endymion and Statira on board the Ramilies, and
nodestly said to them— Gentlemen, here are two
etters for you—it rests altogether with you to decide
be matter,”—Capt. Stackpole answered—** *Pon hon-
tour, sir, it is the most acceptable le'ter I ever receiv-
:d.” Capt. Hope of the Endymion was less boisterous
ad probably more courageous. o

All was animation in the frigates United States and
fflacedonian, . The officers and seamen were ‘anxious
o be led lmmedlately into the contest—when lo' the
3orer sloop of war came in and informed that the invi-
ation had been finally declined !

A cortespondence followed upon this subject be-
ween Commodores Decatur and Hardy, and Capt.
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Stackpole, quite too prolix for insertion at length, 4
paragraph trom Stackpole’s letter will be introduced to
show the difference between him, and those who know
what belongs to an accomplished officer—In his letter
of January 17th 1814, he says :—

¢ The honor of my king, the defence of my country,
engaged in a just and unprovoked war, added to the
glory of the British flag, is all I have in view.”

The * honour of his king and country’ would not be
much advanced by having those affairs of state settled
in the cabin of the Statira, by Capt. Hassard Stuckpole,
which belong to the ministers of his Majesty at S,
James. '

The commarder of the frigate Statira. (if men and

_ things have any analdgy) would have been more ap-
propriately located in the British brig Swaggerer, 16
guns, (see preceding Navy List.)—To be excused for
a little pedantry, ¢ Statira’ signifies a suspension of
wrath, and the meaning of ¢ Swaggerer” is, like the old -
Almanacs—¢ familiar to the meanest capacity.”

Comm. Decatur thus -1-gantly and pointedly con-
cludes his letter of January 19th :—

‘“ Whether the war we are er.gaged in be just or un-
provoked on the part of Great Britain, as Capt. Stack-
pole has been pleased to suggest, is considered by us
as a question exclusively with the civilians, and 1 am
perfectly ready to admit both my incompetence and
unwillingness to confront Capt. Stackpole in its discus-
sion. I am Sir, with tbe highest consideration and
respect, (Signed) STEtHEN DECATUR.

To Comun. Sir Thomas Masterman Hardy, Bart, &c.”
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Comm. Hardy finishes the correspondence upon this
subjectin these terms :—

¢« [ beg to assure you, Sir, | shall hail with pleasure
the raturn of an amicable adjustment of the differences
between the two nations, and have the honor to be, &c.

"(Sigaed) THOS. MASTERMAN HARDY.

To Comm. Stephen Decatur, §c. &c &c. N. London.™

It really excites astonishment that two officers like
Sir T. M. Hardy and Capt. H. Stackpole engaged for
the same ¢ king and country”® should hold language so
diametrically opposite—but—¢* who shall decide when .
doctors disagree.”

It will be recollected that the sentiment given by
Comm. Decatur at the divner furnished his crew at
New York was—* FRee TRapE, aND No lMPRESSMENT.’
To ensure the one, and prevent the other, were the
great causes for which he was then, and always bad
been contending, both with Christians and Mahometans,
for Mahometan glavery is not much to be preferred to
Christian impressment. He was emphatically ¢ The
Sailer’s Friend,” and would exert every nerve to re-
lieve them from distress, or restore them from bon-
dage.

In April 1813, a father came to New London to res-
cue a son from bondage. It was an aged man by the
name of Alfred ‘Carpenter, of Norwich, (Conn.) If
there can be any thing like good fortnne in bondage, it
was so for John Carpenter that he had been in a British
ship five years with Sir T. M. Hardy, or others like
him. A flag of trucé was immediately dispatched to
the Ramilies, with the father. He was courteausly re-
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ceived on board. Sir Thomas witnessed the embrace
of the father and son, with the rapture of a benignant
heart—immediately dischirged the worthy and grateful
seaman who had become a favourite, and gave him the
necessary documents to obtain $23C0 as wages and
prize-money. Let the language of this megnanimous
enemy speak his eulogy.
«H. M. SHIP RAMILIES.

Of Block Island, April 29, 1813.
¢t Sir—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter of yesterday’s date, and in reply I beg
leave to say, thatit is far from the wish of the comman-
der in chief on this station, to keep any subject belong-
ing to the United States, on board any of our ships of
war. I have therefore sent by the bearer of this, John
Carpenter ; and if I thought there was another citizen
of the United States on board the ship i have the honor
to command, he should be sent by the same conveyance.
I have directed the Orpheus to land all the prisoners
she has en board, by getting proper receipts for them,
and if the government of Americade not think proper
to send back the few men who have unfortunately fallen
into their hands, I shall acquit myself of having done
every thing in my power to lessen the hardships at-
tached to the fortune of war ; and shall, (though with
much reluctance) in future be under the necessity of
gending all the prisoners to Halifax or Bermuda. Ihave
sentby the flag of truce Capt. Hudson, who was captu-
red by the Ramilies a few days ago ; may I beg of you

to send a receipt for him, with the other prisoners !

Thave the honour to be, yours most faithfully,

T. M. HARDY.

To James Stewart, esq. agent Sor British prisoners, §c.”
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_ In March, 181+, Capt. Thomuas D. Capel became
commander of the British Squadron off New:Louden,
in the La Hogue, 74. Comm. Decatur discovered that
Capt. Stackpole had an American seaman, impressed in
August 1803, and that be had Lecn.in the Statra six
years. His name was Hiramn Thayer, of Grecnwich,
(Mass.) Comm. Decatar dispatched Lieut. Hamilton
with a flag to dewand his discharge. Stuckpole refused
to discharge him, although the evidence of his nzuivity
was as clear as that of the Prince Regent, under whom
he served. The father of Thayer arrived at Now-
London in search for his lost son.

L cannot deny myself nor the reader the pleasure
and the indignation of inserting an extract of Comm.
Decatur’s letter to the Secretary of the Navy, and
Capt. Capel’s to him upon this subject. Pleasure, to
discover the goodness of the Commodore’s heart, and
Capt. Capel's urbanity—indignation at the diabolical
wickedness of the gasconading Stackpele towards un-
resisting wretchedness. Let official documents tell
the rest. ‘

-ExTRACT. '
U. 5. §. United States, N. London, March 8th, 1814.
S8ir—John Thayer, the father of Hiram, assures me
that the certificate of the selectmen, the town clerk,
and the minister of Greenwich, were forwarded some
time ago to Mr. Mitchell, the resident agent for Ameri-
can prisoners of war at Halifax, but does not know the
reason why he was not discharged then.
The son has written to the father, and ioformed him,
that on his representing to Capt. Stackpole that he was

19
-
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an American citizen and would not fight against his coun-
try, that Capt. Stackpole told him < if they fell in with
an American man of war, and he did not do his duty, he
should be tied to the mast and shot at like o dog ! !

On Monday the 14th inst. John Thayer requested
me to allow him a flag to go off to the enemy, and ask
the release of his son. This I granted at once, and
addressed a note to Capt. Capel, stating that I felt per-
suaded that the application of the father, furnished as
he was with conclusive evidence of the nativity and the
idéntity of the son, would induce an immediate order
for his discharge. The reply is enclosed. The son
descried his father at @ distance in the boat, and told the
‘15t lieutenant of the Statira that it was his father ; and I
understond the feelings manifested by the old man, on re-
ceiving the hand of his son, proved beyond all other evi-
dence the property he had in him. There was not a doubt
left on the mind of a single British officer, of Hiram
Thayer’s being an American citizen—and yet he is
detained, not as a prisoner of war, but compelled, under
the most cruel threats, to serve the enemtes of his country.

Thayer has so recommended himself by his sobriety,
industry, and seamanship, as to be appointed a boat-
swain’s mate, aud is now serving in that capacity in
the Statira—and he says there is due to him from the
British government about 2501, sterling. He has also
assured his father, that he has always refused to re-
ceive any bounty or advance, lest it might afford some
pretext for denying him his discharge whenevera pro-
per’application should be made for it.

I am, Sir, &ec.
STEPHEN DECATUR.
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CAPTAIN CAPEL'S LETTER, ENCLOSED.
H. B. M. Ship La Hogue, off
. London, 14th March, 1814,

Sir—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter, together with the certificates of ex-
change and discharge from parole, forwarded to you at
the request of Col. Barclay the commissary-general of
British prisoners of war ; and | beg to return you my
thanks for your polite atteution.

I regret that it is not in my power to comply with
your request, in ordering the son of Mr. John Thayer
to be discharged from H. M. ship Statira, but 1 will
forward your application to the commander in chief by’
the earliest opportunity, and I have no doubt he will
order his immediate discharge.* lam sir, &c.

THOMAS B. CAPEL, Capt.
Commanding H. B. M. Squadron off N. London.
‘e Comm. Decatur, Com. U. S. Squadron N London.

1t is with delight, wholly inexpressible that such in-
stances of humanity and philanthrophy are recorded.
They serve for a time to make—** Grim vizag’d war to
smooth its wrinkled ficnt,”” and to afford some refuta-
tion of the melancholy and pathetic exclamation of an-
other of the poets of nalure—

¢ Mar’s inhumanity to anan,
Makes countless thousands mourn.”

Should the examples of such oflicers as the noble
Decarun, and the no less noble Harpy, find imitation
with all the officers of the American Republic and the

* Thay& was afterwards discharged.
<
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British Empire, the time might come, when the Eagle
and the Lion as well as the Lion and the Lamb would
lie down together—and the sound of the Lute would be
heard where the Clarion of war resounds.—It is worse
than fatile to expatiate upon the hackneyed idea that
Americans and Englishinen have one common origin
and ought to be friends. Let the British parliament
learn from the ** Lords Spiritual’” who carry the ** sanc-
tity of their lawn” into its senate, and mingle it with
‘ the pure ermine of justice” that adorns its ** Lords
Temporal” that harmony is not to be obtained by inso-
lerice and injustice*—and that a race of men like A-
mericans, when injured will always obtain redress—
and that Englishmen, when invading this sacred right,
will always be compelled to submit.

Wkile Comm. Decatur, was thus cut off from display-
ing his skill and valour upon a more extended theatre,
the reader has been furnished with a few, out of the
numerous instances of his active attention to every
thing relating to the navy and to seamen, that came
within his immediate observation. This tendedina
degree to dissipate the languor which inaction will pro-
dacein the most active spirit.

The'summer and aatumn of 1814, presented to the
view of Americauns, many oljects calculated to excite
their deepest solicitude, and to call frth their highest
energies.. The tleets and armies of'tbe“‘Allied Seve-
reizns” of Europe, in the van of which, our enemy

# The great Lord Erskine, in July, 1820, thus addressed the
Peers of England :—¢ Remember to be just ;---we stood above
all other countries in our character for justice and equity, let us
be careful not to forfeit that character.”

>
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went on conguering and to conqder, had restored cve-
ry “legitimate sovereign’ that could be found, and =
sullen peace followed in Europe. The Lritish minis-
try had disgorged their wnoccupicd troops upor our
northern- borders, with some of their best generals;
and Comm. Downxit, one of their Jistinguished naval
commanders, had a decided superiority of force to
Comm. Macposoven. The command of Lake Cham-
plain, at this momentous crisis, was of more importance,
perhaps, than thut of any other of the interiour waters
upon the continent of America. ‘The hopes of the
Northern and Middle states were fixed upon the gal-
lant Macdonough, and their fears were excited from his
inferiority of force. No one could participate more
deeply in those feclings than Comm. Decatur, who
was precluded from participating in the danger of his
admired friend. Decatur and Jlacdonough had gone
hand in hand in the great Mediterranean school, and
in the desperate conilicts with the Tripolitans. The
latter, then in a2 minor station, had followed the former
in defending against the attacks of Syracusans with their
daggers and slilettoes-—the second that gained the deck
of the Philadelphia after him, and valiantly succoured
him in conquerigg the host of Turlis, and destroying
the frigate—and, tv complete the climax of unsurpass-
ed deeds of ‘“poble daring,” he was his main support
in that unequalled contest with the Tripolitan Gun-
Loats in avenging the death of Lieut. Decatur.

After this rapid sketch, I leave it for the reader to
judge what must have been the rapture aund exultation
.of Comm. Decatur, when the splendid and gloridus
victory of September 11th, 1814, was announced! Had

19*
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he gained the victory himself, his joy would not have
been exceeded. It was not only that his admired
friend and former associate had added to the laurels he
had previously won,-but that one of the most impor:
tant sections of the Republic was saved from the dep-
redations of such a'Vandal foe as- bad devastated the
western frontier—the borders of ‘the Chesapeake—
“and the Metropolis.

This was one cf the hardest fought battles and im-
portant victories during the war, as the enemy knew
the immense consequences a victory would have been
to themselves; and the slaughter amongst them was
dreadful. Comm. Macdonough’s fleet was at anchor
in Plattsburgh bay, and the immense British army as
confidently expected to witness a sudden victory over
bim as commander in chief, as the hosts of Tripolitans
did, when he was 2 Midshipman under Comm, Decatur.
The disappointment of both was equal ; and they fled
with almost egnal precipitation when they heard the
roar of Ainerican cannon, and witnessed the destructive
effect of the unequalled gunnery of American seamen.
The admirable order in which Comm. Macdonongh had
arranged his fleet, has ever been spoken of, as evinc-
ing the utmost nautical skill, and naval science. His
ship, the Surafoga, for a considerable time bore nearly
the whole weight of the enemy’sfire. Her starboard
side had nearly every gun dismounted. Had he at this
period, struck his fiag to a force so much superior, not
even a whisper of censure would have been heard;
but it was at this portentous moment, that the charac-
ter of Macponouen developed itself.  With perfect
self’ possession, he winded his ship—brought a fresh
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broad-side on Comm. Dowoie’s ship—compelled her to
strike her flag—then sprang a broadside upon another
ship—compelled her to strike also. and the victory
was obtained. Thie faint sketch is only given to carry
along with the memoirs of Comm. Decatur the greater
achievements of our Navy; and more particularly,
those of his associates in the Mediterranean. He had
previously enjoyed the satisfaction of congratulating
many of them for their skill, valour, and victories over
a powerful Christian enemy, as he once saw them as-
sist in compelling Mahometans to bow. Hix joy was
enhanced when he embraced his gallant friend Mac-
poNoucH as one of the ¢ conquering heroes.”
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CHAPTER XIV.

Comm. Deeatur dismantles the frigates United States and
Macedonian—Achieveme nts of the Essex, Capt. Portgr—Ex.
pedition to the East Indies resolved upon by the Navy Depart-
ment—The Squadron for that service—Comm. Decatur de-
signated as commander of it—Sails in the frigate President, -
encounters and beats the frigate Endymion, and surrenders to
the whole British Squadron—His official account of the action
—Additional particulars—IFalsehoods of an English editop,
and the consequences of them—The remainder of Comm. De-
catur’s Squadron, Hornet and Peacock.

Comm. Decatur remained at New-London with his
squadron through that part of the season of 1814, du-
ring whichthere was any reasonable hope that he might
escape the British blockading force, and put to sea
with his ships. When the season arrived which pre-
cluded all hopes of escaping, he moved the frigates
United States and Macedonign to the head of naviga-
tion in the river Thames, folxaships of heavy burthen,
and dismantled them. The Sloop of War Hornet, he
ordered to remain at her station as a guard-ship.

At the commencement of the year 1815, the Navy
Department determined to make an attempt to senda
squadron to the East-Indies, to protect American com-
merce in those seas, and to annoy the enemy in that re:
gion. It was well known what the gallant and deter-
mined Capt. Porter bad accomplished in a single frigate,
the little Essex, in another quarter. The history of
naval enterprise and perseverance does not afford a
parallel to that which he accomplished. He literally
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swept British commerce from an immense ocean. His
little frigate, in her eccentric course, spread as much
consterpation amongst British merchants, as the comet
once did amongst timid women, and men who thiok and
act like timid women. No human calculation could de-
termine where the Essex would sirtke, or what she
would burn. The Lords-Commissioners of the whole
Admiralty of Britain dispatched ship after ship, and
squadron after squadron—the ¢ north gave up, and the
south kept not back’’—almost every thing of Pritish
that coald float, was dispatched to catch the littte Essex,
She had taken from British purses two million dollars,
a sum sufficient to build siz 74 gun ships, and to capture
her cost the treasury of England five million dollars—
of course sufficient to build fifteen 74 gun ships. But
while enjoying a short respite from her labours, under
the supposed protection of a neufral port, a British
squadron under Comm. Hillyer, after beingall but con-
quered himself, took the little Essex, in a state so ridd-
led and battered by the gallant and desperate defence
she made, that it is doubtful, whether the saume Essex
is now ranked in the List of the Royal Navy. As she
was taken in open violation of the Law of Nations, in
a neuatral port, soher gallant commander, after his en-
emies had violated the luw of honour, returned to his
country and his duty, without being exchanged for a
Captain of the British Navy.* i

However unpropitions the prospect might be of an
American ship or squadron escaping the enewy’s ships
which lined our-coast, and choked our sounds, bays,

#Vide Comm, Porter’s official report.
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and harbours, the Navy Department resolved to égnd
every armed ship to sea, that could reach it by escaping
the enemy, orfighting a passage through them. Our
Naval officers reversed the maxim of the British knight
who declared that—*¢ It was better to die with rust, than
to be scoured to death with berpetual motion,”* They
felt as impatient out of water as the leviathan, which
majestically maintaing his dominion in the mighty deep,

The squadron designed fpr the important cruise to
the East-Indies and the commander, will be directly
mentioned. The Hornet was still at New-London un-
der the command of Capt. Biddle. He was ordéred, if
possible, to escape from the harbour of New-Losdon by
the blockading squadron there, and reach New-York
through the squadron off the Hook, consisting of a num-
ber of frigates, sloeps of war and a razee. -Capt. Bid-
dle had a duty of extreme difficulty to perform inreach-
ing the harbour of New-York ; but with the most ad-
mirable skill, upon the night of the 18th November, he
eluded the vigilant watch of the British squadron at
New-London,—passed through that off New-York, and
joined the other ships of the American sqnadron. This
achievement alone entitles C,lpt Biddle to an high
rank amongst accomplished naVIgators

The ships and officers of this squadron consisted of
the frigate President, Cornm. Decatur—Sloops of war,
Hornet, Capt. Biddle—Peucock, (new) Capt. Warring-
ton, and Tom Bowline, (storeship,) Lieut. Hoffman.t A

* Vide Shakespeare’s Henry IV.
 As this is the first time the name of Lieut. B. V. Hoffman
has occurred in these sketches; it may gratify the reader-to leara
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little embarrassment arose at the Navy Department in
consequence of designating Comm. Decatur as com-
mander of the President.  Comm. Rodgers had recent-
1y returned from a craise in that ship, and, as she need-
ed repairs, the command of the Furricre, nearly ready
for sea, was offered to him. He preferred retaining
the command of the Presidess, which had been offered
to Comm. Decatar. Thus circumstanced, Comm.
Rodgers, with his characteristic magnammity, gave the
choice of ships to Comm. Decatur, who took the Presi-
dent. ’

The squadron was fitted for seaby the 14th Januvary.
Comm. Decatur, fully aware that if he got to sea, he
must go through a host of enemy’s ships, cautiously
determined to zail singly himself, and designated the

that he was a Lieutenant on board the Constitution, Capt. Stev-
art, in the distinguished action on the 20th February, 1515, be-
tween that ship and the firo ships of war Cyane and Levant. The
year before, the Cyane en-gaged a French 44 gun frigate and
Sfought her until a British 74 came up and fook her—and but a
short period before that, she engaged a frigate, 14 gun brig and
fire gun-boats, and beat them off, for which the commander de-
servedly received the honours of knightbood---yet, with the as~
sistance: of the Levant, of 21 guns, she and her consort both
struck to the Constitution, most emphatically.called ¢ Old Iron-
Sides» Lieut. Hoffman was dispatched with the Cyane to A-
merica--~through all thc enemy’s ships arrived at New-York,
and elegantly described the action in his letter to the Secretary
of the Navy. Capt.Stewart says in his official letter— He
gallantly supported the repulation of en American seaman,”
Such a commendation, from such an officer as Capt. Stewd¥ft,
rendered Lieut, Hoffman a fit associate for Comm, Decatwr. He
was ajso an active offlcer in the Constitution, in the actions with
the Gurriere and Java.
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island of Tristun &’Acunha* as the place of rendezvous
for the squadron.

Upon the evening of the 14th January, 1815, Comm.
Decatur and his officers took leave ofthe. gallant and
accomplished officers of the remaining ships of his
squadron—some of them, alas ! for the last time, weigh-
ed anchor in the noble frigate President, and, with his
pilot, attempted to putto sea.f The official account of
the occurrences that followed, are detailed by Comm_
Decatur in his letter to the Secretary of the Navy, ina
style so far surpassing any other description that could
be givea, .that it is here offered to the admiration of
the reader.

H. B. M. Ship Endymwn,
At Sea, Jan 18, 1815,

Sir—The painful duty of detailing to you the parti-
cular causes which preceded and led to the capture of
the late United States frigate President, by a squadron
of his Britannic majesty’s ships (as per margin) has de-
volved upon me. In my communication of the 14th, I
made known to you my intention of proceeding to sea
that evening. Owing to some mistake of the pilots,

* For an interesting and elegant account of this island, see
Analectic Magaziue,

+ When Comm. Decatur dismantled the frigate United States,
and was appointed to the command of this squadron, his offieers
and crew urgently hoped that they might follow their beloved
commander to any ship and through every danger. They re-

ined together. It will be remembered that the gallant and
lamented LAWRENCE was removed from the noble Constitution
and hi§ crew, with whom he had become fmmhar, to theill-star red
Chesapeake and her crew to whom he was almost an entire stranger
‘The result is too well known !
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the ship ip going out, grounded on the bar, where she
continued to strike heavily for an hour and a half.  Al-
‘though she had broken several of her rudier-braces,
and had received such other materiul injury ns to ren-
der her return into port desirable, I was unable to do
so from the strong westerly wind which was then blow-
ing. It being mow high water, it becume necessary to
force her over the bar before the tide fell ; in this we
succeeded by 10 o'clack, when we shaped our course
along the shore of Long Island for 60 uules, and then
steered 8. E- by E. At 5 o’clock, three ships were
discovered ahead; we immediately hauled up the ship
and passed 2 miles to the northward of them. At day-
light, we discovered four ships in chase, one ou each
quarter and two astern, the leading ship of the enemy,
a razee—she commenced a fire upon us, but without
effect. At meridian, the wind became light and baf-
fling, we bad increased cur distance from the ruzee,
but the next ship astern, which was also a large ship,
had gained and continued to gain upon us considerably ;
we immediately occupied all bands to lighten ship, by
starting water, cotting the anchors, throwing overboard
pruvisions, cables, spare spars, boats, and every article
that could be got at, keepiug the sails wet from the roy-
als down. At 3, we had the wind quite light ; the en-
:emy who ‘had now been joined by a brig, had 4 strong
breeze and were comiog up with verapidly. The En-
dymion (mousnting 50 guns, 24 pounders on the main
deck) bad now approached us within gun-shet, aud had
commenced a fire with her bow guns, which we retur-
ned from our stern. At 5 o’clock, she had obtaived a
position on our starboard quarter, within half.point
20
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blank shet, on which neither-our stern nor quarter guns
would bear ; we were now steering E. by N. the wind
N. W. I remained with her in this position for half
an hour, in the hope that she would close with us on
our broadside, ia which case 1 had prepared my crew to
‘board, bat from his continuing to yaw his ship to main-
tain his position, it became evident that to close was
not his intention. Every fire now cut soune of our
sails er rigging. To have continued our course under
these circamstances, would have been placing it in his
power to cripple us, without being subject to injury
himself, and to have hauled up more to the northward
to bring our stern guns to bear, would have exposed us
to hisraking fire. It was now dusk, when I determined
to alter my ceourse S, for the pu'x/poseiof bringing the
enemy abeam, and although their &hips astern were
drawing up fast, 1 felt satisfied I should be enabled to
throw him our of the combat before they could come
up, and was not without hopes, if the night proved dark,
(of which there was every appearance) that I might
still be enabled to effect my escape. Our opponent
kept off at the same instant we did, and commenced at
the same time. We continued engaged steering south
with steering sails set two hours and a balf, when we
completely succeeded in dismantling her. Previously
to her drepping entirely out of the action, there were
intervals of minutes, when the ships were broadside
and broadside, in which she did not fire agun. = At this
period (half past 8 o’clock) although dark, the other’
ships of the squadron were in sight and almost within
gun-shot. We were of course conipelled to abandon
her. In resuwming our former course for the purpose
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of avoiding the squadron, we were compelled to pre-
sent our stern to our antugonist—but such was his state,
though we were thus exposed and within range of his
guns for half an hour, that he did not avail himself of
this fuvourable opportunity of raking us. We continued
this course until 11 o'clock, when two fresh ships of
the enemy (the Pomona and ‘Tenedos) had come up.
The Pomona had opened her tire on the larbourd bow,
within musket-shot ; the other about two cables’
length astern, tuking a raking position on our guarter ;
and the rest (with the exception of the Endymion) with-

- in gan-shot. Thus situated, with about one fifth of
my crew killed and wounded, my ship crippled, and a
more than four-fold force opposed to me, withouta
chance of escape left, I deemsz. it my duty to surren-
der.

it is with cmotions of pride 1 bear testimony to the
gallantry and steadiness of every officer and man I had
the honour to command on this occasion, and I feel sat-
isfied- that the fact of their beating a force equal to
themselves, o the presence, and almost under the gnns
of so vasily a superior force, when too, it was almost
self-evident, that whatever_ their exertions might be,
they must ultimately be captured, will be taken as evi-
dence of what they would have performed, had the
force opposed to them been in any degree equal.

It i5 with extreme pain | have to inform you that
Lieutenants Babbit, Hamiltoo and Howell, fell in the
action. They have left no officers of superior merit
. behind them.

If, Sir, the issue of this affair had been fortunate, 1
-ghould have felt it my duty to have recommended to
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your attention Lieutenants Shubrick and Gallagher,
They maintained through the day the reputation they
had acquired in former actions.

Lieat. Twiggs, of the marines, displayed great zeal ;
his men were well supplied apd their fire incoaparable,
so long as the enemy continued within musket range.

Midshipman Randolph, who had charge of the fore-
castle division, managed it to my entire satisfaction.

From Mr. Robinson, who was serving as a volunteer, -
I réceived essential aid, particularly after 1 was depri-
ved of the services of the master, and the severe loss ]
had sustained in my officers on the quarter deck.

Of our loss in killed and'wounded, I am unable at .
present to give you a correct statement ; the attention
of the surgeon being so entirely occupied with the
wounded, that he was unable to make out a correct re-
turn when I left the President, nor shall I be able to
make it until our arrival into port, we having parted
company with the squadron yesterday. The enclosed -
list, with the exception I fear of its being short of the
number, will be found correct.

For twenty-four hours after the action it was nearly
calm, and the squadron were occupied in repairing the
crippled ships. Such of the crew of the President
as were not badly wounded, were put on board the dif-
ferent ships ; myself and part of my crew were put on
board this ship. On the 17th we had a gale from the
eastward, when this ship lost her bowsprit, fore and
mainmast and mizen topmast, all of which were badly
wounded, and was in consequence of her disabled con-
dition, obliged to throw overboard all her upper deck
guns ; her loss in killed and wounded must have been
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very great. I have not been alle to ascertain the ex-
teat. Ten were buried afler I came on board, (3
hours after the action ;) the badly wounded, such as
are obliged to keep their cots, occupy the starboard
side of the gun-deck frowa the cabin-bulk-head to the
main-mast. From the crippled state of the I'resident’s
spars, 1 feel satisied she could not have saved her
masts, and I feel scrvious apprehiensions for the safety
of our wounded left on board. ‘ ) ,

Ttis due to Capt. Hope to state that every attention
has been paid by him te myself and officers that have
been placed on board bis ship, that delicacy and human-
ity could dictate. I have the honour, &c.

: ; _ STEPHEN DECATUR.

Hon. B. . Crowninshield, Secretary of the Navy.

The loss on board the frigate President, was 25 killed,
and 60 wounded.

Itis alittle singular that Comm. Decatur should so
much have underrated the disaster which, in the esti-
mation of the most distinguizhied naval characters, occa-
sioned the ultimate loss of the frigate President. Instead
ofthe President remaining on the bar at New-York “‘an
hour and an half{*’ to thoze who could not be mistaken,
it was certain che remaine! there, violently beating
and thumping, in a strong westerly gale for more than
two hours, without any one’s fault; and, being heavily
laden, for a very long cruise, sericus fears were enter-
tained that she would go to pieces.  And here one of
those misfortunes which no sagacity could foresee—no
pradence prevent—and no skill avert, and which ren-
ders science, presence of mind, and fortitude equally

* 20 ’
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nnavailing, happened to the skillful, the cool, and
dauntless Decatur. His ship, rendered more fit for
the dock than the ocean, was propelled forth by an ir-
resistible wind, and, although navigated with superior
skill, was driven into the midst of a foe more than four
times her force,* in the night season. - She still would
sail ; and the object of the commander was, to call into
operation those masterly manceuverings which hadso
often enabled American ships to escape from an over-
whelming superiority of force, and which entitles our
naval officers to applause, little less than that which
they have received for conquering a superior force.
To effect an escape from the enemy’s squadron which
,was in chase of the President, was the sole object of
Comm. Decatur; and if to engage and conguer the
leading ship of the enemy, of equal force with bis own,
would confribute to that ohject, it certainly was justifia-
ble to make the attempt, although his prize might af-
terwards be recaétured, and his owa ship taken. He
did make the atterapt and the Endymion was effectual-
ly conquered—her guns were silenced,~—and she omit-
ted to fire upon the President, when the best raking
yosition was afforded her ; while the frigate President,
carryirg royal studding-sails and near effecting an es-
cape, was again attacked by the Pomona and Tenedos,
and the Majestic and Despatch were within gun-shot.
The rigying of the President being further injured by
this fresh attack ;—finding resistance vain, and escape
tmpossible, for the first, and only time in his life,

*The British squadron consisted of the Majestic, (razre or 74,)
Endymion, 50—Pomone, 38--Tenedos, 38---Despatch, 18.
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Comm. Decatur lowered his flag.  He bad gained a de-
cisive victory ; and, if the common result of victory
had follow¢l, the American banncr would pow wave
upon the noble ship Endymion. and her name would
appear in the List of the Awmnerican Navy.

Comm. Decatur was ready to deliver his sword to
that officer of the Britizh squadron who had a right to
receiveit. The gullant Capt. Hope of the Endymion,
would not have asked it had he been in the squadron,
for he did not join it until siz hours after the_ action.
Comm. Decatar surrendered his ship, and surrendered
it only to the whole squadron, and to the Commander
in Chief only would he offer it. It was delivered to
Capt. Hays of the Jlajestic, (senior officer) upon hus
quarter-deck, who, with that politeness, with which

-ope brave man always demeans himself toward another,
immediately retarned it to him who had always eo nobly
used it. He did not forget to return Comm. Decatur
his sword for seven days, as Comm. Hillyer did that of
the gallant Capt. Porter, and then to say, ** it is in my
gervant's possession, until the master may please to call
for it.”

A fact which does not appear in Comm. Decatur’s-
official letter of 14th January ought to be mentioned.
Capt. Hope had on board the Eadymion during the ac-
tion, 1 Lieutenant, 1 Baster’s-mate, and 50 seamen from
the Soturn, in ‘addition to his own crew—and yet he
was beaten.

Why Comm. Decatur, should not have mentioned
his own wound, can be accounted for only from that
principle of modesty, which restrains a brave man from
speaking of himself.
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Upon Comm. Decatur’s arrival at Bermuda, the ut-
" most attention was paid to him by the civil, naval, and
military authorities of the place. - His wellestablished
character had reached that place before he appeared
there upon his parole of honour. :
But although Comm. Decatur had long been familiar
with. the thunders of batteries and castles upon land,
and the roaring of cannon upon the ocean, he here had
to encounter a species of force with which he was yet
to be made acquainted—*¢ The Artillery of the Press”—
A power which, like Mercury, inthe hands ofscience
and skill, is aninvaluable blessing ;. but in these of ig-
norance, and sullen stupidity, a dangerous and trouble-
some evil. The editor of the Barmuda Royel Guzette,
(nothowever until he felt himself secure by the return
of Comm. Decatur to America) published in his paper
an outrageous falsehood, calculated to cast a shade
upon the brilliant fame of the Commodore. Amongst
other falsehoods he stated that ¢ The President struck
to the Endymion, and that after she struck, Comm. De-
catur concealed 68 men in her hold to rise upon the prize
crew I Capt. Hope, of the Endymz'.on, disclaimed all’
knowledge of the article, until he saw itin the Gazette,
and expressly contradicted it. The Editor still per-
sisted ; and Mr. R. B. Randolph. one of the Midship-
men of the President under Comm. Decatur, and who
still remained in the island, chastised the Editer in the
King’s Square (to use the Midshipman’s language) ““in
the most ample and satisfactory manner.” Nor was
this.all. The governour of the Island Jeclared, offi-
cially that—¢ In justice to himself—to Capt. Hope,
and to the British nation ; and in common _ju'stice to
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Comm. Decatur, who is not present to defand himself”
—-the scurrilous publication must be retracted, or he
would no longer continue to be s majesty’s printar.”
—Probably the Editor who took his first degree from
Mr. Randolph upon his back, and choosing o8t to be
advanced any farther into the arcanum of dizcipline,
and to secure his bread from the crown, retracted with
submission as mean, as his slander was impudent,

It was said that Capt. Carden received thanks in Eng-
land for his defence of the Macedonian. He deserved
them as much as Capt. Broke did a knighthood-for taking
the Chesapeake. The opinion of the Court of Inqui-
ry concerning the loss of the frigate President, is as
highly commendatory to Comm. Decatar as the vote of
thanks for capturing the Macedomian. - 1 regret that its
leogth forbids an insertion entire. A few extracts will
be given,—** The primary cause of the loss of the Pre-
sident was her running upon the bar as she was leaving
this port.”’—¢* Her hogyed and twisted appearance af-
ter she arrived at Bermuda, must have been the effect
of that unfortunate accident.”—** The strikiog of the
President on the bar, cannot be imputed to the fanit of
any officer who was attached to her.” As to effecting
an escape, the Court say—** No means, in our opin-
ion, were so likely to be attended with success, as
those which were adepted by Comm. Decatur.”” As
to the action with the Endymion, 1t is said— In this
unequal conflict, the enemy gained a ship, but the victory
was ours.”’ In regard to the proposition to board the
enemy, ‘¢ and the manner in which the proposition ivas
received by his gallant crew,” the Court, with an ele-
gance worthy of the exalted subject, say—*¢ Sucha dec-
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sign, at such o time, could only be concetved by a soul
without fear, and approved, with enthusiastic cheering,
by men regardless of danger.’’ And, finally, *¢ That
his conduct, and the conduct of his officers and crew,
were highly honourable to them, andto the American
Navy, and deserve the warmest gratitude of their coun-
try.” - :

The Secretary of the Navy, after bestowing the
most flattering commendations upon Comm. Decatur,
says— It would have been equully unmjust to your
merit, as well as to my sentiments, and feelings, to
have passed over this investigation with a2 Jormal ap-
probation.”

The writer has been thus minute, and he fears te-
dious, in detailing the particulars of the loss of the fri-
gate President. To give an account of a victory is
much easier, thas o assign a reason for a disaster—a
defeat we cannot with propriety denominate the loss of
the President. In co.smor with his countrymen, the
writer pevtizipated in the temporary-gloom which per-
vaded we country, when it was announced—*, The
frigate President iscaptured by the British from Comm.
Decatur 1
nunciaion of peace between the Republic and Britain ;

¥ waz almost simultaneous with the an-

and ine joy excited by the one, was essentially damp-
ened by the other. But no sooner was the cccurrence
understood, than a new canze for toiumph was afforded
for our naval victories, and every one was ready to ex-
claim, in the language of the Court of Inquiry whoin-
vestigated the subject—¢¢ T'He BNEMY GAINED 4 SHIP,
BUT THE VICTORY WAS OURS.”’

The reader will naturaily enquire what became of
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the Hornet, Capt. Biddle, and Peacock, Capt. Warring-
ton, which belonged to Comm. Decatur’s Syuadron.
-1t would be =« delightful employ. to give a minute ac-
count of these noble Sloups of War and their gallant
commanders while in this squadron. A briet one will
be attermpted.

Pursuant to Comm. Decatur’s orders. they proceed-
2d unmolested to the lsland of Tristun de Acunha, as the
place of rendezyous appointed by him. The Hornet
separated from the Peacock in a chase, two days out.
Upon 23d March, 1815, as Capt Biddle was about to an-
chor the Hornet at the north end of Tristun de Acunha,
he fell in with one of the largest armed, and best fitted
Brigs in the British navy. and commanded by one of
the most distinguished of the younger class of British
vaval officers. It was the Penguin, Capt. Dickinson,
mounting 20 guns. Admiral Tyler loased him 12 men
from the Medway, 7-t,—and he was directed particular-
ly to cruise for the Young Wasp, much superior in her
armament to the Hornet. The little Hornet, in the
hands of Capt. Biddle, nobly supported the fame she
acquired in the hands of the heroic and lamented Capt.
Lawrence.

Capt. Biddle, in his letter to his beloved comman-
der, Comm. Decatur, of the 25th Murch, says—¢ From
the firing of the first gun, to the last time the enemy cried
out he had surrendered, was e:i:actly twenty-two minutes.”
After surrendering the first ime, Capt. Biddle receiv-
ed a dangerous wound in his neck !! Twenfy men were
killed or died of wounds in the Penguin, and thirtyfive
wounded. [n the Hornet 1 killed, 9 wounded. The
Penguin was so completely riddled in her hall, and her
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rigging so effectually demolished, that Capt. Biddie
scuitled and sunk her——the second ship of superior
force, that the Hornet had sent to the bottom.
Toward the close of the action, the gallant Capt.
Dickinson exclaimed to his 1st Lieut. Me¢’Donald—
¢ The fellows are giving it to us like hell—we must get
on board”—and in a few minutes after, fell dead upon
his deck, with ‘a terrible shot.—Capt. Biddle asked
Mc’Donald why he did not board the Hornet? He an-
swered—** He did try—but found the men rather back-
ward—and so you know we concluded to give it up.”
The Peacock, Capt. Warrington, joined the Hornet,
a few days after this brilliant victory,—remained at
Tristun de Acunha, according to Comm. Decatur’s in-
structions ; and then sailed for the East-Indies.—Upon
the 27th and 28th April, chased a strange sail, suppos-
ed to be an Indiaman, until she was discovered to be
a ship of the line ; which, upon the 29th heisted Eng-
lish colours—shewed a rear Admiral’s flag, and com-
menced firing vpon the Hornet—The chase lasted 42
hours! and to give the expressive language of Capt.
Biddle in his letter to Comm. Decatur of June 10th,
1815—It was with the most painful reluctance, and
upon the fullest conviction, that it was indispensible,
in erder to prevent a greater misfortune, that I could
bring my mind to consent to part with my guns.” - One
of Capt. Biddle’s accomplished officers remarks, after
describing the imminent danger they were in, and their
fortunate escape—¢‘ Never has there been so evident
an interposition of the goodness of a divine Father—my
heart with gratitude, acknowledges his supreme pow-
er and goodness.”’ A heart thus grateful to a Divine
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Father, would raise a fearless hand io fighting his ene-
my. When every hope of escape had vunished, aud
" the shot was whistling through the Horaet, the exbaust-
ed Capt. Biddle mustered his worn-out officers and
crevy—-:tha}lked them for their unparalleled exertions,
and told them they might soon expect to be captured.
**Not a dry eye” (continues the officer) ** was to be
seen at the mention of capiure. The rugged hearts of
the satlors, like ice before the sun, weptin unison with
their brave commander.”
‘ _Upon the arrival of the Hornet at St. Salvador upon
the 9th June, without anchor, cable; or boat, and but
one gun, Capt. Biddle received news of Peace. The
‘Hornet returned safe to America ; and the veteran Dse-
;cynm welcomed the gallant BipbLe, with one of the
remainder of his squadron®—a sqaadron never surpass-
ed either in conquering an equal, or in escaping an over-
' whelmmg superior force. Whenever a British naval
oﬂicer looks with complacency upon the frigate Presi-
dent at Spithead, let him remember the shattered Endy-
mwn,—-—the sunken Pengum, and the mortified rear-ad-
miral (name unknown) whose cannon could not sink,
and whose skill could not capture the Hornet or Pea-
cock. In regard to the whole of this little squadron, then,
we may agaln repeat :—

‘THE ENEMY GAINED A SHIP—~THE VICTORY WAS OURS.’
. Tbe Peacuck cruised nine manths. A war ag: uinst Algiers
had been declared prosecuted, and ended, nince the "Peacock
‘sailed; and Comm, Decatur returned triumphantly (rom the
Meéditerranedn, about the same time Capt W amngtou returned
with the Peacock. .
21
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CHAPTER XV.

Comm. Decatur returns from his fourth cruise—Reception—
PEAcE ratiied—Scenes of domestic felicity—Depredations
of Barbary povsvers-—By whom instigated—Squadron to chas.
tise and humble them-~Comm. Decatur appointed to command
the first Mediterranean Squadron in 1815—Victory over Alge-
rine Admiral—Consternation of the Dey—Indemnifies Ame-
ricans and concludes a Treaty of Peace—Comm. Decatur de-
mands and receives indemnification from Tunis and Tripoli
for British violations—Demands release of Christian captives
---Restores them to Naples, and is honoured by the King—3ur-
renders squadron to Comm. Bainbridge, and returns to Ame-
rica--Comm. B;inbridge’s respect to him.

Comm. Decatur, in his fourth cruise, had been ab-
sent from New-York, fifty one days, during which time
he conquered a British frigate, equal to his force—al-
most escaped a British sqlladr;on four times his force—
arrived in a British port-—arranged his affairs with the
British forces, and upon returning again to New-York
found his beloved conntry enjoying a peace which he
had so signally aided in rendering secure, and it is hoped
as permanent as the fame he had acquired. He was
welcomed into that patriotic city with no less ardour of
attachment, and with no less admiration for his gallantry,
than when he gladdened the eyes of the citizens with
the sight of the- Macedonian, on the 1st of January,
1813 ; and were not the repetition of ceremonious at-
tentions calculated to ¢ pall upon the senses,” and
splendid spectacles, like beauty made familiar, to ** fade
in the eye,” they might well have again surrounded the
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festive board, and displaycd another transparency i
« Tue PresipENT BEATING THE Exoyvaiox, Jan. 15th,
1815.” Bat the exalted sentiment in the Declaration
of Americay IxpEPENDENEE, in the first war with Bri-
tain, and which was rendercd sacure by the second war
just closed, is :— ‘
+ Exesies 18 War—s Peace, Friesps.’
Could the noble Drcarur. and the no less noble
Haroy have nox met, they conld cordially huve re-
ciprocated the sentiment expressed by the last, even
when in sight of the first with 2 superior force—*1 shall
hail, with pleasure, the returo of an amicable adju~t-
ment of the differences between the two nations.”™*
These © differences,” woull have been ** adjusted” in
the cabin of Comm. Decatur’s frigate, or Sir T. M.
Hardy's 74, in twelve hours, had they been clothed
with diplomatic powers. The formal exhibition of
credentials, interchange of powers, protocols, sine-qua-
nons, ultimatums, et cetera, et cetera, would soon have
been**.cleared for action,” and they would have brought
their minds to the subject in a style as noble as either
of them would have carried their ships into combat.
»-~Comm. Decatur was now in the enjoyment of every
temporal felicity. Althoogh in a degree worn by the
; ¥ peltings of the pitiless storins’’ of war, created by the
passion of men, and those of the elements by the winds
of heaven, he had no mutilated limb to torture or de-
form him. Fromboyhond he had been in the thickest
-showers of the messengers of death, and the king of
- terrors had strode around him, and often encrimsoned

)

% Vide Chap. XI1I.---Challenge, &c.
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him with the blood of his foes ; but these dangers he
had escaped almost unhurt, and might have said, with
his admired friend Comm. Macdonough, after the car-
nage around him had ceased, and he untonched.
< There is u power above which determined the fate of
man.”” It was not the destiny of Comm. Decatur to
die by the hands of foreign enemies.

Although he had long been inured to the fatlgues, the
anxieties, the privations, and the ruggedness of naval
warfare, and had reaped so largely of the conquest-
wove wreaths of garlands, in #wo* hemispheres, yet
he had not lost his relish for the mild, and innecent,
and fascinating charms of peace. Although he was as
fearless and death- daring as Richard in war, he had,
unlike him, other employments in peace than ¢ To
view his own shadow in the sun, and descant upon its
deformities,”’ or to * lay plots and form inductions” for
the murder of his kinsmen or his companions. Al-
though he was delighthd with, and imparted delight to
public assemblies and splendid levees, yet it was in the
bosom of his own family where his happiness was con-
summated—for there he found bis own heart, and car-
ried into it the heart he received for it. His kindred,
by blood, had been farther diminished by the death of

* ¢ The same chivalrous chief, who bore
Rich tributes once from Barb’ry’s shore,*
As Allah’s sons can tell—
But now a nobler trophyt shows,
Wrested from mightier, manlier foes,
‘Who fought so long---s0 well.”
OceAN---A Navaz OpE.

* Tripoli, 1804. + Macedonian, 1812. .
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his venerated father, and perhaps by others. The
death of this noble father must huve severed one ofthe
strong ligaments that bonnd his gallant son to this
world. Could he bave survived the wur with Britais,
as he did that of Tripoli, and have rejuiced with his
countrymen in the augmentcd revown of his son, und
the increased glory of the American Navy, he might
well have oxd.umed to bis Creator—--“ Now let thy
servant die in peace.” i
But these charming scenes, in which rapturous de-
light was mingled, with soothing melancholy, were of
short duration with Comm. Decatur. He was again to
be called into a contest which :night be more sanguina-
ry than even those throagh which ke had passed. It
was not merely with one of the Rardary powers—it
was with every one of them who had preyed upon A-
merican ccmmerce or citizens themselves, but who
bad permitted Englishmen, during the last war, to vio-
late the law of nations in their peutral ports, by cap-
toriog Americari ships and seamen 1o them.
As these injuries from Barbariaus were chiefly sus-
tamed dnnng the war with Britain, and, as a belliger-
she possessed a right to do America all the harm
she could, perhaps it will be deemed equally justifiable
in that power to have let loose upon u+ the Savages of
Africa, as well as those of America. That the ravages
in the Mediterranean sea and ports upon Americans,
by the Burbary powers, ++ 1813, 1814, and 1815, were
encouraged or cuused by Englishmen, is ea-ily dewmon-
strated, and will be very briefly attempted.
Tor1as LEAR, Ezq. once the private Secretary aud
confidential friend of President Washington, had for
21 *
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many years been American consul-general at the Bar-
bary states. It will be recollected that he negociated
the peace with ,Tripoli,‘ while Comm. Decatur was ly-
ing before that place in the Constitution, and Congress.
At the commencement of the war with Great Britain,
Mr. Lear was American Cousul-General at Algiers,
After the declaration of war, the American -ship Alle-
ghany arrived at Algiers with stores, in fuifilment of our
treaty with that power. The Dey refused to receive
them—ordered Consul Lear and -every American to
leave the city in the Alleghany. The ship arrived at
Gibraltar—was condemned, with her cargo—her crew
sent to England as prisoners of war ; and Mr. Lear,
although a Consul-General, was compelled to return to
America by way of Cadiz. At about the same time,
the Algerine fleet of 5 Frigates, 3 Corvettes, 2 Brigs,
1 Xebec, 1 Schooner, aud several Gun-Boats and Row-
Gallies, sailed from Algiers. At near the close of the
year 1812, orders were given in London, for stores to
equip the ALGERINE NAVY, to the amount of Oxe
HunprED SD.(TY Traousanp Dorrars. A very shert
extract from Consul Leur’s letter will be all the other
reason that will here be given as to'the cause of the
war with Algiers. He . says— I had reason to
think the conduct of the Dey of JAlgiers, toward the
United States, was instigated by the British ; as it
was universally acknowledged by the public functiond-
ies, and others in Algiers, that the government of the
United States had been remarkably faithful in the fulfil-
ment of their treaty stipulations with the Dey and Re-
gency of Algiers”’ .

But however the war was occasi&ned, it will very
briefly be shown how it was conducted and concluded.
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Comm. Decatur, was once more designated to ap-
pear in the theatie of his early glory, as Commander in
Chief of a squadron to conguer-the epemy into peace,
and then, as a Negociator, to agree upon the terms of
it. His pame had become as terrible to the enemies
of America, upon the ocean, as that of Nelson once
was to the enemies of Britain.

The ships and the commanders in the squadron, des-
tined to the Mediterranean in 1815, were as follows—

Flag Ship, Gurriere, 44 Comm. Decatur, g

Capt. Lewis.
Frigate Macedonian, 36 Capt. Jones.
.+ Constellation, 36 Capt. Gordon.
Sloop of War, Ontario, 18 Mast. Comdt. J. D. Elliot.
s .. Epervier, 1{ Lieut. Downs.
9chooner, Flawbean, 12 Lieut.J. B. Nicholson.
5 s Spark, 12 Lieut. T. Gamble.
» 2y Spuifire, 11 Lient. A, J. Dallas.
5 s Torch, 10 Licut. W. Chauncey.

Comm. Decatnr rendezvoused at New-York, with
his squadron. as ene instrument of megociation, and
with fustructions from the President of the United
States as another. He saled from New-York, 20th
May, 1815, aud reached the bay of Gibraltar in twenty-
Jive days, (14th June)—=ailed round the harbour with
his squadron, in elegant style, with his broad pendant,
and all his flags flying, without coming to anchor. As
he was passiug round, an immense “throng of British
naval officers were critically viewing the Americun
fleet. One of them asked an American gentleman
present, to give .the names of the different ships.
With the utmost politeness, he pointed to the Commo-
dore’s, and said—¢* That, Sir, is the Gurriere”—Then
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pointing to Capt. Jones’—*< That, Sir, is the Mucedoni-
an”—Then at Lieut. Downs’—< That, Sir, is the
Epervier”—aqd, proceeding, * The next, Sir, is—
“ O damn the next” said they, and in chagrin walked
off at hearing the names of three ships captured from
their navy. Their informant might bave given them
more names of ships, captured from Britain, than the
whole of Comm. Decatar’s squadron. ;

* Comm. Decatur having learned that dispafcﬁbﬂ
were instantly sent off to the Algerine fleet, announc-
ing his arrival .at Gibraltar, immediately passed the
straits into the Mediterranean, in pursuit of 1t, fearing
it would reach a ¢ neutral port.” .

The celebrated Hammida, was the Algeune Admiral,
and sailed in the frigate Mazouda. He had ex,cyteq the
unbounded admiration of the Dey, by his unceaf;ing ac-
tivity, and the terror of defenceless merchantmen by
his diabolical rapacity. . Upon June 17th, Comm. De-
catur, in the Gurriere, had the good fortune to fall in
with the Admiral’s frigate which had s.gpafaie(l' fiom
the fleet—gave him two broadsides—brought down the
Turkish crescent—killed thirty of the crew, and-
amongst them the renowned Hammida; and took 406
prisoners.  Upon the 19th, captured an Algerine Brig
of 22 guns and sent her into Carthagena. :

Correctly concludiog the enemy's feei had reached

* The fucts from which the following brief skeltéh* is, made,
were gathered from the official letters of Comm DEzatur; and
W. Swaver, Esq. to Hon JAMES MonRoE, -Secretary of State
«--from those of Comm. Decatur, to Hon, BExnsamin W.Crowx-
INSHI1ELD, Secretary of the Navy,---and from publications, and
comrounications, upon which the mast perfect reliance is placed.
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a neutral port, he shaped his course, with his prize,
and priseners for Algiers. He arrived there upon the
28th, and came to an anchor with his whole squadron.
Determining to know, forthwith, whether peace
could be negociated upen the terms he and Wiirian
SmaLer, Esq. (who was a joint negociator with him)
had to propese, he immediately dispatched a letter
from the President of the United States, to the Dey, to
enable him to have a fair opportunity to negociate up-
on fair and equal terms, and that without the least delay
or procrastination. Comm. Decatur could negociate
at Algiers either way, and as rapidly as Lord Nelson
once did at Copenhiagen—but let not the comparison
go farther. Decatur was prepared to make war upoa,
or peace with, a power which had wantonly invaded
the rights of his country—XNelson ** bat be-
ghrew the sombre pencil.”’ -
Upon receipt of the President’s letter, the Dey
dispatched his Port-Captain (an officer high in fank)
accompanied by the Swedish consul, on board the Gur-
riere, who were received with the utmost conrtesy by
Comm. Decatur and M-, Shaler, who infsrmed the Port-
Captain that they were authorized, by the American
government, to pegociate a treaty, the basis of which
must be, an unequivocal relizquishment of all annual
tribute, or ransom for prisoners. The Port-Captauin
still had coofidence in the marine force of the Dey, and
in Admiral Hammida ; and assnured the Commodore that
their squadron was safe in a neutral port. ** Not all of
#,” answered Comm. Decatur. ¢ The frigate Mezou-
di} and a 22 gun Brig, are already captured, and your
Admiral Hammidais killed.” With alook of incredu-~
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lity, mingled with that contempt which a Mahometan is
taught by his religion to feet towards Christians, and
which he never relinguishes until contempt gives place
to fear, he denied the fact. Haxmida’s VLieutPnant,
who was a prisoner in the Gurriere, was called in, who
tremblingly acknowledged the truth of the ass~rlion,
The dismayed Port-Captain said he was not authorised
to make a treaty ; and beseeched that hostilities might
ceage, until a treaty could be negociated onshore. Said
Comm. Decatar : ¢ Hostilities will not cease until o
treaty is made ; and o treaty will not be made any' where
but on board the Gurriere.”’ ) )

The Port-Captain, and the Swedish Consu] went on
shore. The next day, June 30th, the Port-Captain
and Swedish Consul came out again to the Gurriere,
with full powers to negociate. The articles of a trea-
ty were plesented to them, by the American Commis-
sioners, which it was declared weald not be varied in
any matertal point. The Algerine commissioners in-
sisted that property taken from Americans should not
be restored, as it was dispersed into many hands. 1t
was answered, ** fs it was unjustly taken it must be res-
tored or paid for.” 'The relinquishment of tribute from
America, was the most difficult point to settle; as the
relingnishment to that power might lead to a relin-
quishment to all others, and cause the Dey’s destruc-
tion. It was said, even a little powder as annual tri-
bute, might be satisfactory. ¢ If you insist upon receiv-
ing powder as tribute,”” said the Commodore, you
mu st expect to receive BALLS with it.”’

The unyielding firmness of the American Commis-
sioners—added to the force which they had to compel
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a compliance with their reasanrble demnnds, induced
the Dey to ratify the treaty the same day it was made,
(Juoe 30th, 1815.) '

One of the Dey's courtiers, while this endden negoci-
ation was going on, thus addressed t''e Britich Consul :
—2¢ You told us that the American Navy would be des-
troved in six wnonths by you, and row they make war
upon us with three of your own vessels they have tak:n
from youn.”

Thus was u very important treaty negociated in_forty-
sight hours, giving to the Americ.n government and
citizens, privilezes and immunities never before granted
by a Barbary State to any Christian power. The
treaty consists of twenty-two articles, and is too long
for insertion in this volume. In consequence 6f ob-
taining just such a treaty as was demanded, the captured
frigate was indigoantly given up, to appease the lacera-
ted feelings of the Dey, and to save him from the assas-
sination of his own slaves. The brig was given up upon
the release of the Spanish consul, and a2 Spanish mer-
chant, in bondage in Algiers !

Comm. Decatur immediately dispatched Capt. Lewis
in the Brig Epervier, to America with the treaty, and
left Mr. Shaler at Algiers as American Consul-General
to the Barbary States.

Comm. Decatur, having closed bis concerns with
Omar, Dey of Algiers, learned that the Bey of Tunis
had violated our treaty with that power, by permitting
a British ship of war to take two prizes of the Aballino
from the neutral port of Tunis, during the rar with
Britain. Heleft Algiers 8th July—obtained water and
refreshments at Cagliari on the 15th—and, on the 25th,
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anchored in the bay of Tunis. The Commodore com-
municated with the American consal, and 1mmed1alely
demanded ample satisfaction. The Bey, although he
had a powerful marine force between him and {he
American squadron, acceded to the demand of §46,000,
and paid the money to Mr. Noah, agent for the Abellino,
upon the 31st. Upon paying the money, the 'prime
minister’s brother, who fluently spoke English, turned
to the British consul, then in conference with Comm.
Decatur, and indignantly said,— You see, Sir, what
Tunis is obliged to pay for your insolence. I ask you,
whether you think it jast, first to violate our neutrality,
and then to leave us to be destroyed, or pay for your
aggressions 7 Such an interrogatory from a Mahomet-
an to a Christian, would have made Hamlet exclaim—
¢ Thatis wormwood.”

Upon the 2nd August Comm. Decatur satled for
Tripoli, and anchored there upon the 5th. A combina-
tion of circumstances rendered his arrival at this place,
and the situation in which he arrived, most peculiarly
interesting. He once more beheld the batteries and
the castle, under the guns of which, more than eleven
and a half years before, he destroyed the frigate Phila-
delphia—and but fwo days from eleven years since he,
with the gallant Macporoucu and’ a little crew, fought
the unparalleled battle with the gun boats—slew double
their own number—captured two Sull-manned boats with
one boat less than half-manned, and avenged the death
ofLieut Decatur. Here too, was the theatre of Som-

» Wadsworth’s aud Israel’s glory, and gheir glorious
voluntary deaths,  If gallant spirits above, are permlt-
ted to witness scenes below, with what rapture must:
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the spirits of these immortalized heroes have hovered
overthe American squadron, wafting triumphantly upon
the waves from which they ascended.

From the deck of the Macedonian, a visible trophy
of DEcaTur’s glory, the gallant Capt. Jones could view
the castle in which he was, for muny tedious months,
gloomily incarcerated—irom which his prescnt com-
mander in chief with the great Preble, restored him—
and whose noble prize he now commanded.

Comm. Decatur immediately communicated with Mr.
Jones, the American consul at Tripoli, and learned that
the Bashaw permiited a British sloop of war to take
two American vessels from his harbour, and refused
protection to an American cruiserin the last war. The
Commodore immediately made demand of the Bashaw
for afull restitution. The sum demanded was 825,000.
The governour was dizpatched to the Gurriere to in-
duce a dimioution of the sum. He might have said—
 Most potent chief, my master, the son of the Prophet,
eleven years past, demanded of the great Preble,
$600,0€0, as tribute. and ransom, and received but
$60,000.” The Commodore might have answered—
* ¥our demand arose from your wickedness in enslaving
American citizeos—ours arizes from justice in claimiog
indemnification for your violation of our treaty. The
American government paid the 250,000 out of compas-
sion to your master, and we demand aboot haif of it
back as a matter of right—The money must be imme-
diately paid to the American consul.” It way paid.

Comm. Decatur demanded the restoration of two
Danes, and eight Neapolitans from bondage. They

‘ 22
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were restored, and ca-.e nn board the Gurriereto hail
their < Deliver -r.”

Comm, Decatur gailed for Syracuse, the rrincipal
rendezvous of Comm. Preble’s squadron in 1803 and
.1804, where the then Lieut. Decatur, with Stewart,
Lawrence, Morris, Macdonough and other young and
gallant ocean-warriours, digested those plans and expe-
ditions that began that repufation which each of them
have so nobly advanced since, and which may now be
said to be unrivalled by any class of men who ever ex-
isted. The squadron reached there the 10th August,
and upon the 20th reached Messina, for the purpose of
making a few repairs, as the squadron had been on the
wing almost constantly since it left America. He was
here on the dominions of the king of Naples, and here
landed the overjoyed Neapolitans whom he rescued
from Tripolitan bondage.

Comm. Decatur, after sufficiently repairing, sailed
for the Bay of Naples, and arrived there Sept. 2nd.
Every officer in the sqnadron well knew, that in this
bay, Nelson once received the most unbounded honors,
and that in this bay, captivated by the fascinating charms,
and depraved by the diabolical heart of Lady Hamilton,
he impressed a stain upon his escutcheon which the
splendid rays of his glory could never conceal. The
murdered Neapolitan Marquis Caracciallo, will never
be forgotten by the readers of Nelson’s biography.*

The noble Decatur, with a fame untarnished, and
with a grateful heart, arrived here te acknowledge a

*Vide Southey's Life of Nelson. Charnock, another biogra-
pher of Nelson has omitted this tragical story.
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favour years before received from the king of Naples,
_or two Sicilies, and to make a suitable return tor tue
obhgatlon Through the Junister of Fereign JAffuirs,
he thus addressed the Ring.

U. S. Ship Gurriere, Naples, Sept. 8, 1815.
Sir—I have the honeur to inform your excellency
that in my lute negociation. with the Bashaw of Tripoli,
I demanded and obtained the release of e/ght Neapolitan
enptives, subjects ot his majesty, the king of the two Si-
cilies. ~These 1 bave landed at Messina. It afferds
me great pleasure to have had it in my power, by this
small service, to evince to his majesty the grateful sense
entertasined by our government, of the aid formerly
rendered to us by his Majesty during our war with
‘Tripoli.
With great respect and consideration, I have the
honour to be your excellency’s most obedient servant.
STEPHEN DECATUR.
His excellency. the Marquis Cercello,
Secretary of State, &c. &c.

i« 'The Marquis, after acknowledging the receipt of the
letter, and laying it before < the king his master,”’ thus
proceeds.

Lo Naples, thh Sept. 1815.%
SIR—HIS Majesty has ordered me to acknowledge
this peculiar fuvour as the act of your generosity, which
you have been pleased to call a return for the ¢rifling
‘assistance Whiqh the squadron of your nation formerly
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received from his royal government dnring the war
with Tripoli. '

In doing myself the pleasure of manifesting this senti-
ment of my king, and of assuring you, in his name, that
the brave American nation will always find in his Ma-
Jjesty’s ports the best reception—I beg you will receive
the assurances of my moet distingnished consideration,

Marguis CERCELLO,

Secretary of State, and Minister of
Foreign Affairs.

@Gomm, DrEcAtur, Commander of
the Squadron of U. 8, of America.

When Comm. Decatur received this acknowledgment
from the king of the Two Sicilies, his noble and gene-
raus heart felt a higher satisfaction than when Nelson,
from the same source received the Title and Dukedom
of Bronte,

The Commodore, in a letter to the Secretary of the
Navy, of August 31st, says—<¢ I hope to find the relief
squadron from Ameriea.” —He sailed for Gibraltar, and
there enjoyed the satisfaction of finding his noble friend
- Comm. Bainbridge, in the noble line of battle ship
InpEPENDENCE, the first American ship of her rate that
ever anchored in the bay of Gibraltar. She was ac-
companied by the Congress, Chippewa, Saranac. Erie,
&c. and both Squadrons formed a junction under Comm.
Bainsringe.

Upon the arrival of Comam. Bainbridge at Gibraltar
with the reliefsquadron, the officers of his Britannic Ma-
jesty’s army, were as much irritated with the names of
some of his ships, as the naval officers were with those
of Comm. Decatur’s. The *Chippewa” reminded
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them of the battle of the 5th of July, 1814, in the P'en-
insula of Upper Canada. Fhe **Suranuc™ ol the bat-
tle of Plattsburgh, September tith. The ** Lrie” of
the splendid surtie from that fort, September 17th,

Comm. Bainbridge arrived at Carthageua about the
10th of August, 1615—proceeded tu .ligiers, and by
exhibiting the Independence convinced the Dey of a
fact which he before doubted ; that the American gov-
eroment could build Seventy-Fours without the conseat
of that of Great Britain. He found Mr. Shuler and his
countrymen in the enjoyment of the peace negociated
a few weeks before by Comm. Ducatur and him.

He then proceeded to Tripoli, and found the vigilant
Decatur had suddenly settled alairs with that barba-
rian power. [t is ea:y to imagine the feeling: of the
noble Commodore upon reaching the Lay of Tripoli, [t
was there the fiae frizate Philadelphia was lost upon the
rocks, under. his command—and it was in the dismal
-dungeon now in his view, where he, Capts. Porer,
Jones, Biddle, and his fine crew, lingered away eighteen
tedious months in a bondage indescribably wretched.
Had war existed, the castle where he was immured,
would have been demolished by bis squadron in one
hour.

He then sailed for Tunis and found the dismayed Tu-
nisian Bey had given all that Decatur demanded,—
shewed him his squadron, and took his leave.

He then sailed for Malaga, thaving missed Comm.
Decatar, who was either at Messina, repairing bis fleet,
or at Naples, receiving the grateful acknowledgments
of aking. At Malaga, the governour manifested a res-
pect for Comm. Bainbridge which he uever had shewn

- 22
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to any admiral, of high or low grade. He isade the
Commodore a formal visit in the Independence, where
afterwards, (in 1817) the President of the United States
paid him the same respect. No mun deserved his
honours better. . Comm. Bainbridge is not ouly an ac-
complishea and gallant, but a veteran naval officer.

He met Comm. Decatur at Cibraltar—the two squad-
rons formed a junction at that place—and he, with infi-
nite satisfaction, lowered his broad pendant, and saw -
that of his noble friend in life and at death, trivmphantly
waving over anoble fleet of SEvenTeeN SaiL : a fleet,
a commander, officers, and seamen, never surpassed, if
ever equalled.

Eleven yjears before this period, the little squadron of
Comm. Preble had excited the admiration uf the friends
of the Republic and the consternation of her enemies.
The achievements of this, had produced unspeakable
atonishment. Comm. Bainbridge, in spgaking of the
Barbary powers of Africa, says—¢ The only mode of
convincing these people is, by oceular demonstration.”
Comm. Decatur says— The only sure guorantee we
can have for the maintenance of the peace just concluded
with these people, s the presence, in the Mediterranean
of a respectable naval force.”

The disciples and followers of Allah, Mahomet, Ma-
homined, or whatever the arch impostor of Mecca may
be called, may hereafter rest assured, that their four-
times daily repeated oricons, and their devotional enu-
meration of beads, will no more save them from the
Christian cannon of America, when they recommen -
their Mahometan rapacity.
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CHAPTER XVL

Recapitulation of Comm. Decatur's achievements &c. i the
Mediterraneans in 1515-—Rewards by promotion-~Necessity
of ditferent grades of office—Arduous -duties of Department
of the Nury—Board of Navy Coxuissioy £rs established—
Comm. Decatur appointed Navy Commissioner—Duties of
the Novy Commissioners—Responsibility ot the office— Nau-
val Architecture---Rates of ships---Comparative power---
Annual expense of ships of different rates---Improvement in
Ship-building—~~Inventions-—Assiduity of Comm. Decatur---
Hounours paid him---Difficulty of designating Otficers---Comm.
Macdonough-—~Comm. Barron. ’

Comm. Decatur arrived in America in the Gurriere
upon the 12th day of November 1815, having surren-
d-red the other ships of his sqnadren to Comm. Bain-
bridge, and which returned in the squadron with him.
Comm. Decatur had béen absent from America one
hundred and eighty-seven days. It may afford gratifica-
tion, us it sur-ly mast excite astonishment to the reader,
to recapitulute, in few words, the service performed,
and the deeds achieved by the squadron under his
cemmand during this period—the time 10 which u single
merchantman usually makes'a voyage from an Ameri-
can to'an European port, an! back again. In tuis little
period of time, Comm. Decatur
1. Made'a voyage from America to Europe in sqnadron,
2. Captared an Algerine Frigate in the Med/terranean,

killed the Algerine Admiral with 30 of bis crew, and

took 406 prisoners.
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3. Captured a large Algerine Brig of war, with 170
prisoners, and sent her to a neutral port.

4. Negociated a most advantageous treaty with the Dey
of Algiers—obtained indemnification for captures of
American merchantmen, &c. &c. and released a Spa-
nish consul and merchant from bondage.

5. Demanded and obtained indemnification from the
kingdom of Tunis, for suffering the British to violate
the neutrality of their port by taking American ves-

' .

sels. :
6. Demanded and obtained from the kingdom of Tripoli

indemnification for the same cause, and the release

of ten European Christian slaves in bondage.

7. Repaired the American Squadron in a Neapolitan
port.

8. Restored to the king of the Two Sicilies, eight of his
subjects rescued from Turkish bondage—received
his grateful acknowledgments and assurances of fa-
vour to the ¢ brave American nation,”

9. Sailed down the Mediterranean and surrendered his
squadron (vxcept the Gurriere) In prime order to
Comm. Baiubridge.

10. Made a voyage from Europe to America in the
Gurriere. '

We may fruitlessly search the annals of navigation,
from the time the magnetic needle was discovered—
from the days of Vasquez de Gama, and Columbus, (the
first of whom first doubled the Cape of Good Hope,
at about the same time the last discavered the continent
of America) down to this period (1820) for a parallel
with this accurate statem- nt. Had Comm. Decatur,
with his squadron gone merely upon a sailing ¢ match
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against time,” as his skilful father did ngaivst Capt.
Tryon,* he would have been far more successful thun
his progenitor. - But how must the admiration of the
reader be augmented when he reflects, that during this
period he conquered one of the most powerful and war-
ring kingdoms of .Mahowet inte peace—compelled two
more refractory kingdoms of the Prophet of Necca to
bow to American prowess, and. after restoring Chris-
tian captives to their homes, received the grateful hom-
age of a Christian king 2 The celerity and power of his
movements in this justly renosvned expedition, reminds
one of the passage of the electric fluid through the at-
mosphere, and the prostration of every object it ~trikes,
at one moment raising wounder, at the next exciting
consternation. |

In this, DecaTon's last expedition to the Mediterra-
nean, he clearly evinced the five great qualifications of
an accomphshed naval commander—N 1vTIcaL SKILL—
SGIENCE IN NAVAL TACTICS—PERSEVERANCE IN PURSUIT
—SKILL 1N GUNNERY, and BRAVERY IN acTioN. The two
last he had bat little opportanity to cull into operation ;
for the renowned Hommida, in the heavi-st Algerine
frigate Mazouda with a crew of from 450, to 500, was
slain at the fiist broadside from the Gurriere, and at the
second, his lieutenant strack the Turkisi crescent to
the American banner.

* Vide Chap. HI.

t Lest this should be deemed “a moatﬁecy'aimilf," its extra-
vagance is certainly less than that of & writer in Queen Jnn's
reign (the Augustan age of England) who compares the victories
of the Duke of Marlbofngh to that of Michael, hurling moun-
Yd#ns at the rebellious angels, and thrusting them out of heaver,
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Comm. Decatur’s arrival from the Mediterranean,
diffused the most enthusiastic joy amongst his asso-
ciates—the measures he had pursued received the high
commendation, and unqualified approbation of the A-
merican government ; and his countrymen, with an un-
divided voice, gave him a rank amongst the first He-
roEs and Beweractors of the Republic. -

It was ever the happiness of Comm. Decatur to
know that his repvtation was constantly progressing by
every successive act of his naval life, and that inno
single instance had he the mortification to perceive that
it was retrograding. To impute this to mere “ good
fortune,” would be a miserable eulogy upon. his active
worth, and positive merit. A continued series of fortu-
pate eveats, not unfrequently gives a temporary eclat, to
the man of mere negative qualities. It is a fortuitous
fame, however, which vanishes with the uncertain and
capricious whims of fortune which gave it existence.
Sternen Decarur left nothing to be decided by for-
tune, and submitted not the least event to its decision.
To be sure, like il other men, he was liable to have
his most judicious calcalations, and active exertions de-

Sfeated, by misfortunes ; bnt if they succeeded, to his
skill, energy, and prrseverance, was the credit due;
and ta hem was it justly given.

In a preceding chapter, the subject of having a va-
riety of grades of office, as affording a reward for gal-
lant deeds by promotion, was with extreme defer-
ence, however, suggested. It is not for the biographer
to obtrude his own opinion upon his reader or the pub-
lic. But since slightly mentioning the subject, the
writer has carefully examined all the Reports of Naval
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Committees, and the official epinions of the different
Secretaries of the Navy, and may certainly allude to
them without the charge of arrogance.

The Report of the Naval Committee of November
1814 states that. ** The vation with whom we are now
at war (Great Britain) is said to have about a thousand
publjc ships, to command which she has not less than
two hundred ADMIRALS, of ten different grades, as-
cending from rear Admiral of the blue, to the Admi-
ral of the fleet.”

This able committee recommended the appointment
of officers above the grade of Post-Captain *(now the
highest) which would of course be Admirals. It has
already been seen that even the Algerines had one Ad-
miral at least, until Comm. Decatur encountered him
in asingle ship, and killed him in action.

The Hon. William Jones, the vigilant and active
Secretary of the Navy, duringalmost the whole of the
second war with Britain, thus forcibly and elegantly
expresses himself upon this subject :—¢* Captains of
long and honourable standing, cannot but contrast the
cheerless prospect of promotion in the naval service,
with the rapid and high distinction which their military
brethren, with equal, but not higher pretensions, have
attained.”

Let the “* contrast” be presented to the reader.—
Two-fifths if not one balf of the whole force of the Re-
public in the second war, was in the Navy,

IN T ArMy were 8 Majog-Generals,
16 Brigadier Generals.
The immense number of Colonels,
Lieutenant Colonels, Majors, Cap-
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tains, and Lieutenants, may be easily
calculated upon the principles upon
which the army was organized.

The Navy had and still has but three grades of of-
fice—Post Captains, Masters Commandants and Lieutes-
ants ; the title of Commodore, as previously remarked,
arising solely from the circumstance. of being senios. of-
ficer in a squadron. It is presumed that some of our
venerated and gallant Post-Capiains have held that im-
moveable rank (nnless it be by removal from the Navy)
for more than twenty-five years. Although the sahject
is a ¢ cheerless” one indeed, I hope to be pardoned
for the levity of remarking, that the elder gallant offi-
cers of the American Navy, whose locks have been
blanched upon the ocean, and whose crowns have be-
come bald in the service of their country, have not to
impute the last, as an old British Post-Captain did, to
the numerous junior officers who had travelled over his
head, to the dignity of Admerals—for our government
have not yet seen fit to give to our noble Navy a single
Admiral.

The Hon B, W, CROWNINSHIELD, who came into the
Navy Department upon the retirement of Mr. Jones,
in his first communication, recommended the creation
ofthe rank of Admiral. He thus cogently assigns the
reason—** It has been seen and lamented, that for want
of this grade of command, the gallantry of a subordi-
nate officer conld be rewarded by promotion, while his
gallant superior officer must remain stationary.”

In 1814, out of the immense navy of Britain, she had
but ninety-nine 743 in commassion, and she had two hun-
dred and nine admirals—besides twenty-seven, upon
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half pay! In 1820, in the House of Lords, there are
thirteen Peers of the Realm raised to that high dignity
for naval achievements. - Perhaps the asseveration of
Shakespeare’s ever-liviig facetious knight will apply
to this case——** It +s ever the wuy of this, our English na-
tion to make too much of agood thing ;" and if a bound-
less. national debt, and interminable ramifications of
taxation, are ‘- good things” the blessings of them have
been somewhat increased in this way.

Bat, while pouring out the effusions of our grateful
hearts in admiration of our peerless Naval Champions,
let us not dimimish our confidence in the unequalled
government of our majestic Republic. In the course
of these hasty sketches, the caution of our rulers, in
aﬁgmenting the national debt, by suddenly advancing
the national glory, has been adverted to, and will not
be repeated.* It redounds to their endless honour—
it extorts encominms from our bitterest enemies—it
imparts to our countrymen the richest blessings. To.
say they have been too stinted in their economy, in re-
gard to the Nayy; and illiberal in their rewards to our
naval heroes, would require an arrogance which but
few, even of our untutored, unthinking, and visionary
politicians possess. Butas ours is a government of the
people, the people may fearlescly, although respectful-
ly express their sentiments of the government, The
voice of the people must and will prevail. T'n rusist
it, if it were possible, is not just, and if it were just, is
not possible. It is presumed then, thut our Civil Fa.
thers will in a proper time, and in a proper maauer,

# Vide Chap. V.
23
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bestow those rewards by rank and emolument, which
our gallant Ocean Warriours so richly deserve.

Mr. Secretary Hamilton, Jones and Crowninshield,
and the most distinguished Post-Captains, all concurred
in the opinion of the indispensible necessity of crea-
ting a Board of Navy-Commissioners. The great and
diversified duties of the Navy Départment had. so ac-
cumulated, that it became wholly impracticable for the
most capable and laborious secretary to discharge the
duties of it with honour to himself and advantage to the
nation.—The Naval Commiftee of 1815, discovered
alarming abuses in the Navy, from, to use their lan-
guage—

Ist. The excessive and laborious duty of the Secre-
tary.

2nd. The want of sufficient checks upon, and the conse-
quent irresponsibility of, subordinate agents.

3rd. The great latitude allowed commanders in alter-
ing, repairing, and finishing their ships.

Congress, in the session of 1815, established the
board of Navy Commissioners, and the President, by
and with (he advice of the Senate, appointed Comm.
Rogers, Capts. Hull, and Porter to the high and impor-
tant duties of the office. Never was there a more ju-
dicious selection of officers. They were all veterans
of the ¢ Mediterranean School.” The first was the
vigilant watchman over American commerce and sea-
men doring the war in disguise with Britain, and dared
return the fire of a Britiih ship of War: In open war
the frigate President, drew after her an immense por-
tion of the Britich fleet, and enabled a vast amount of
American property to reach our shores in safety. The
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second, brought down the first British flag of the first
British frizate that ever strack to an equal force. The
third, when an impudent British commander of n force
something inferiour te him, bore down upen the Essex,
almost sunk him in eight mioutes, He seunt the sirst
British flag to Washington. With the Essex he swept
British cowmmerce from the immense Pacific ocean.—-
The Essez~—but where could we stop in detailing her
achievements. She drained the coffers of British
merchants, and the treasury of England of wealth suth-
cient to build the whole of the then American Navy.

Upon the return of Comm. Decatur from the Medi- -
terranean, and the retirement of Capt. Hull, he suc-
ceeded him as a Navy Commissioner.

As it regards /s capability of discharging the highly
important and very responsible duties of this station, 1
need say nothing to those who bave had the patience
to peruse these imperfect sketches of his life.

The duties of a Nuavy Comunissioner, (so far as the
organization of the government, and the navy of Amer-
ica and Englund have an analegy) corresponds with
that of a Lord of dAdmiraltyin the latter country. It is
always the part of wisdom to accumulate wisdom even
from the experience of enemies; and although our
commander:, seamep, discipline; naval skill, &c. have
been proved to be decidedly superiour to their enemy’s,
yet it might be erroneous to say that they have not de-
rived, in past timee, some bensiit, in this respect, from
the first mariiiie power in the universe,

" The duties of the board of Navy Commissioners are
as maltifarious as the vast variety of Naval concern: ;
and although the. President of the United States, and
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the Secretary of the Navy have a paramount authority,

yet, through this board, almost every important measure

originates. From voluminous reports and documents

the following brief outline is collected. The Board

1. Determine the various classes of ships to be built,
quality of materials, models, &c.

©

. Establish regulations for the necessary expenditures,
and the correct accounting for them.

W)

. Regulations for ascertaining the actual state of de-
cayed, damaged or defective vessels, and the digpo-
sition of them. A

4. Regulations for the Naval Service, at Sea and upon
the Lukes.

5. Regulations for flotillas, and for every species of
harbour defence. '

8. Regulations for Navy-yards, Arsenals, depot of

.stores, materials, &c.

. Regulations for cruising ships, ships in port, for the
recruiting service, officers on duty on shore, and on
furlough. .

8. A system for hospitals, and the medical department.

9. Regulations for the conduct of Pursers, fixing their
emolument—mode of accounting and securing seamen
from unduae advantages.

10. Regulations for the examination of the officers of
the-Navy below Master-Cornmandant—classing them
in the scale of merit—determining promotions, and
the applications for warrant appointments.

These importaat duties. with all their varicus-rami-
fications, surely mnst need the most comprebensive
views, and the most ininute acquaintance with naval sci-
ence. They also require the mest unceasing vigilance
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and application. No wonder that abuses should have
crept into the Navy, and that a succession of Secretu-
ries should have urged ao establishmeat of such a board.
These abuses have been corrected, and the pecuniary
affairs of the Navy are now as accurately aldjuste(l as the
accounts of an educated merchant.

Although confidence, to a certain degree, must be re-
posed in every ageet of the Republic, yet that confi-
dence ought ever to be under the controling hand of
responsibility. 'T'he guardiaus of our rights will never
adopt the sentiment of an English minister, who de-
manded from Parliament ““ necessary confidence,” and
who was answered by ooe of the greatest statesman
who ever graced the ceuncils of Britain. ¢ Necessary
confidence in the public agents, is at best but a necessary
evil, and ought not to be reposed.” Ourrulers, thauks
to the stubborn and unyielding resistance against cor-
ruption, have not yet passed ‘*cts of Indemnity’™ to
shield encroachments upon the Constitation, and pecu-
lations in the Treasury from punishment.

Comm. Decatur brought into this board his whole
experience—his whole vigilance, and his unspotted in-
tegrity. o his brother comnissioners, he found men
like himself, devoted to the best interest of the N vy
and the country. A new era commenced in our growing
naval estabhishment. Order was brought out of confu-
sion, and system was substituted for derangement.
They were to the Navy, what the unequalled Hamirton
once was to the Treasury.

*# Such acts have frequently been passed to shield o British
minister from disgrace and punishunent.

23 *
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It might be supposed that this was a relief from his
ardaous duties upon the ocean. Ask Comm. Rodgers
and Capt. Porter ifit were so 7 Ask them if their per-
petual duties, do not excite unremitting solicitude, and
call forth every exertion of the mind and the body ?
Even the details of common business, which require
nothing but ordinary attention, without any exertion of
judgment, is irksome and fatiguing—add to this the ne-
cessity of improvement where errors have been dis-
covered, and of invention, where some new regulation
is necessar y—add again, the exposure to censure, when
mistaken, and the cold and hesitating approbation when
right, and the official duties of a Navy -Commissioner
will assume an aspect far from captivating, but these
duties must be performed. ‘

Naval Architecture, more than any one in the whole
circle of the arts, requires original genius, taste and
judgment. The ancient orders of architecture, in e-
recting temples, palaces and mansions upon earth ; and
the little improvement, and great injuries they have
sustained by modern architects, are easily learned by
the commonest ability, and reduced to practice by mere
mechanical ingenuity. So plain is the road in thes art,
that he who reads may run in it ; and if by ignorance
or wilfulness he strays from it, be gets involved in an
inextricable labyiinth of blunders, from which he can
only be relieve:! by retracing his wandering steps. But
in the erection of Sairs, there can hardly be said to be
an established principle, for where there is, there may
be uniformity. Why is it often said that such and such
a ship is the best satler in the American or British Navy !
Why did Comm. Decatur say so of the Macedonian ?
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and why was his noble futher in the Philadelphia, beat-
en by Capt. Tryon in the Connecticut, in u suikng-
match ? Why did the naval architects of Britain take
models from the wretched Chesapeake, when broken
up, when she was deemed altogether the most ill-con-
structed ship in the American Navy ? 1t was owing even
to her superiority over their own. If the President
and the Essex, were not too much battered and riddled
by the squadrons of Comm. Hays and Hillyer, to have
reached British ports perbaps the ship-carpenters of
bis majesty George 1V. may derive a still greater bene-
fit from scrutinizing the wrecks of them. They are
the only models they will ever have in their ports, un-
less they are gained by the same-overwhelming superi-
ority of force.

Although our Navy caonot number the years con-
tained in a quarter of a century, yet, in point of ele-
gance, strength, power, and celerity, our ships most
decidedly surpass any that have floated upon the orean
from the days of Carthage to this age. ” Witness the
escapes of the Constitution, Argus, Hornet, Peacock, &e.
and the wictories of every one of our ships in fair and
equal combat ; and, to mention the most signal instance
of rapidity in movement, witness the Gurriere, and
Comm. Decatur’s second squadron in 1815.

Itis to the skill, genius, and inventive faculties of our
Navy-Commissioners, Post-Captains, and Naval Archi-
tects that we owe this American superiority, in the
construction of our ships. But their armament also is
of prime consideration. The reader may be gratified
by a very brief sketch, made from voluminous docu-
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ments of the comparative force of ships of different
rate. )

In the British Nayy there are four denominations of
ships—1. Ships of the line, from the largest, down to
Sizty-Fours. 2. Fifty-fours to Fifties, a distinct class
but rated with the line of battle ships. 3. Forties, to
Twenties, unexceptionably rated as Frigates. All the
foregoing are commanded by Post-Captains. 4. Eigh-
teens, to Sizteens, are Sloops of War. All are pierced
and mount more guns than they are registered at. Be-
sides these there are Schooners, Fire-ships, Bombards,
Gun-boats, Tendere, Cutters, &c. &c. .

In the American Navy are, Seventy-fours, Forty-fours,
Thirty-twos, Sizteens, Brigs, Schooners, Gun-boats. &c.

The comparative force of Seventy-fours and Forty-
Jours, (although at Tirst it may excite surprize) is as
one to three. It is demnonstrated thus: a 74, at one
round, discharges 3224 lbs. of shot ; a 44, discharges
1360 lbs. As the class of ships is increased, the force
is increased, in proportion of one te three. Seventy-
fours are stronger in scantling, thicker in sides aud bot-
tom, less penetrable to shot, and less liable to be bat-
tered. A Seventy-four is a fair match for three 44’s in
action. To give the frigates the most favourable posi-
tion, two at the quarter-and stern, and one abreast of
the 74. From the superiour weight of metal in the
destructive baitery of the 74, the frigate abreast would
be dismasted or sunk with two broadsides. In the
mean time, the quarter and stern of the 74 might not be
essentially injured ; and when a broadside could be
brought to bear upon the other two frigates, they must
share the fate of the first. Still, three frigates might
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take a 74, and, what is quite as probable, a 74 might
oapture or sink three frigates.

The relative efficiency of Frigatesand Sloops of War
is at least as one to two ; and nearly the sume rensoning
will apply to themas to 74'sand 44’s. The Cyane was
frigate built, and mounted 34 guns ; the Levant, 21, and
yet the gallant and accomplished Capt. CranrLes Stew-
ART, (from whose enumerations the preceding stale-
ment was collated,) captured them both in 40 minutes.

Having very briefly alluded to the erection and arma-
ment of ships, I will with still greater brevity allude to
the expense of both, premising thatthe astonishing sav-
ing of money has been effected by the indefatigable ex-
ertions of the Secretary and Commissioners of the Navy.
Twenty years ago, the expense of building and equip-
ping a 74 was estimated at $342,700 ; only seven years
age, at $300,000.‘ The expense of a 74, and of con-
sequence, of every description of ships is reduced near-
ly one t)i-d. The annuel expense of a 74, in comuuls-
sion in 1212, was estimated at 3202,110 ; its aonuval
expense now, (1620 including repairs, is 102,529 64 ;
a 44 gun Frigate, 3133,985 75 ; a 36 gun Frigate,
£110,557 19 ; a Sloop of War, 153.069 42 ; a Bng,
439,774 67; a large Schooner, $23,350, and small,
36,462 ; a Gun-Boat, or Gelley, 3v.24.; a Stean Fri-
gate, $69,660 41 ; a Block-Ship, $39,774 (7 ; a Re-
ceiving Ship, $4,240. The reason of mentionimy the
minute sums is, that the writer prefers ¢ official docu-
ments” to * vague conjectures.”

Comm. Decatur was indefatigable in discharging the
duties. of his important, responsible and difficuli station.
Those daties, as they were discharged io the cabinet,
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excited no applause from the multitude, who knew not
their importance. He was no longer engaged in bring-
ing ‘down the Cross -of St. George, in the Atlantic, or
the Turkish Crescent, in the Mediterranean. His
pursuits attracted no attention from the world which
must always have a brilliant object before it to producé
its admiration. But the acute penetration of a Crowy-
iNsgIELD in the Navy Depariment, and of a Robeins and
a PorTER in the Board of the Navy, full well knew and
duly appreciated his surpassing excellence. As our
Navy has. justly become the favourite of the Republic, -
James Monnor, President of the United States, and, by
the Constitutien, Commander in Chief of the maritime;
{as well as the militarv ferce,) was here enabled to dis-
cover the profonnd science of Comm. Decatur in naval
tactics. He Lud iefore, in common with our country-
me=n, participeted lavgely in the enthosiastic rapture pro-
duced by iis uneyuailed victories in the Mediterranean
sea, and on the Atlantic ocean; he here had an opportuni-
ty o notice the theory of that almost mysterious system,
which enabled him, no less than his dauniless bravery,
to achicve them. Compatisons have ai_ways been justly
pronounced odious, and wiil ot be entered into. Jll
the Aiserican naval officers of the first grade, are ac-
complished commanders, They have undoubtedly ac-
quired some of the theory of their profession from
books ; but as hooks never irach the use of books, they
have reduced tue kaowledge they acquired from them
in the closet, to actual practice upon the ocean.

The confidence reposed in Comm. Decatur when he
was appointed a Navy Commissioner, by the cautious,
penetrating, and profound Statesmen, who placed him
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there, evinced his entire fitness to fill the high and im-
portant statien. His survivors in that station will not
doubt the judiciousness of the choice. Nor will a
Murray, a Baixeripoe, or a Caarsrrr, his seniors,
doubt it. There was one more senior to him, and he
sould not doubt it—it was Comm. Jaxes Barnrox.

Comm. Decatar had other views than those who
hold a sinecure office under the monarch of Britain,
who derive animmense reward from their government
without rendering any service to the nation. In order
to discharge his daties to that country to which his gal-
lant and patriotic father had devoted him, he was aware
that he must first understand it. Kuowing that a ship
of war, if originally badly constructed, could never be
amended, he sought for the best information that could
be obtained from ancient and modern experience. He
knew full well that Englishmen claimed all the ¢ origin-
al discoveries” that bad been made in modern Naval
Architecture. He knew that one Englishman claimed
the invention of ‘¢ diagonal braces,” and the construc-
tian of ships by ¢ timbers 50 closely adhering fo eaeh
other, and caulked, as to be impervious to water.”
He kpew also that they claimed the invention of “ iron
cables.” He knew that they claimed the invention of
“iron knees’’ forships. Without violently disputingthe
claims of our trans-atlantic enemies, he was solicitous
that the American Navy should have all the beaefit of
-these discoveries, let them bave originated wherever
they did. At the same time he knew where they Jid
originate, He knew that the first claimed invention
was not original with Englishmen. He knew that the
invention of the Steam Frigate  with timbers impervi-
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ous to water,”’ by that unparalleled mechanist, Furron,
the model of which he examined at New-London,
when blockaded there, by an immensely superior
force, was made many months anterior to any preten-
sions of an English architect. As to ‘¢ iron cables,” he
knew that they had been used on the Delaware river,
on the banks of which he spent his early life, long be-
fore an English architect knew their use.* Asto “iron
knees,” he knew that Comm. Truxton shewed an A-
merican naval architect the ¢ iron knees’ of the frigate
Insurgente, captured by him in the little Constellation,
in 1799. All these improvements became familiar
with Americans, before Englishmen pretend to have
discovered them. :

While England claims to be the mother of America,
let her not forget that the child will not forever bear
the unprovocated rod of his parent. Nor—¢ Lick the
hand just rais’d to shed its blond”’—and that sometimes
he surpasses his progenitors in science and achieve-
ments. '

Comm. Decatur, although ever ready to meet the
enemies of his country, 'in combat, never detracted
from their skill or gallantry. He would as readily ac-

* The writer, in investigating this subject, had an interview
with one of the oldest and most experienced ship-builders in
New-England. He commenced the business at - fourteen, and
excepting the period of the Revolutionary War, in which he
was a gallant soldier under Gen. Puryam, followed it to this
time (1820.) He distinctly remembers examining a ¢ cham ca-
ble” upon an armed American ship in New-York, in 1783, when
discharged from the army, and minutely described it. He did
not fight in the second war, but he would now nerve his arm at

the sight of Capt. Shortland, who assassinated his son in Dart-
moor Prison in 1814 ! !
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knowledge the real skill and prowess of an Lnglishman
as a Turk, both of whom he had conquered. and both
of whom he had treated with humanity and respect,
when he had vanguished them. He was aware that
his countrymen were as faventive, in improving the
constraction of ships, as they were skilful in navigat-
ing and fearless in fighting them ; and preferred the
real superiority of his own, to the gasconading boasts of
another nation.

Bot while Comm. Decatar was thus eongaged in ad-
vancing the permanent force of the American Navy,
temporary relaxations {rom the intensity of application
to his official duties, enabled him to participate in the
captivating enjoyment: of accomplished society, beside
that which the metropolis aflforded.

‘Three states lay in their claim to him as a citizen—
Maryland, because he was born in it— Pennsylvania,
because he adopted it, and Firginia because she far-
pished him, with the source of his most exqms:te en-
joyment, a lovely, dignified, and accomphshed bosom
companion. It is not necessary to decide which state
has the best claim to citizenship ; suffice it to say, each
of them strived to outvie each other in civility to him,
whenever his short excursions led him into them.
His entry into their larger towns, although in the most
unostentatious style, calied forth every possible de-
monstration of esieem, respect, and admiration, [t
was not the unmeaning and idolatrous veneration which
a degraded and humiliated people pay to monarchs and
princes who bave no claim upon their affection, and
which proceeds more from fear than attachment—it
was the volhqtary effusion of the heart, proceeding

: 24
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from a knowledge of . his inestimable worth, and an ac-
knowledgment of the incalculable services he had ren-
dered the Republic.

The refined and patriotic citizens of Baltimore, ever
prompt in serving their country themselves, and equal-
ly ready to manifest their respect for those who have,
presented Comm Decatur with a superb service of
plate, upon each piece of which was this inscription—

““Tue CitizeEns or Bavrimore, To Comu. Decatur.”
¢ Rebus gestis insigni—ob virtutes dilecto.”*

Although the classical examiner would readily see
from this inscription that the citizens of Baltimore con-
veyed the truth admitted by all, that Comm. Decatur,
was ¢ Distinguished for his heroism, end admirleor hs
virtues,” yet some observers might not be so fortunate.

The citizens of Norfolk. (Vir.) than whom, no por-
tion of Americans better knew the private and public
worth of Comm. Decatur, besides the constant display
of individual esteem, invited him to a splendid public
dinner. It is upon such occasions, that the frank and
unsophisticated sentiments of generous bosoms are elu-
cidated.  Surrounding the festive board, and casting
their eyes upon the Hero of the Mediterranean, they
gave in unison, this sentiment—than which, nothing
could be more forcibly conceived, or elegantly express-
ed.

Although it {s readily admitted, that the most elegant motfos
are to be found in this most elegant of langnages, yet as English
is the language of Americans, however different their principles;
would it not be more judicious toconvey out ¢deas in our vernae-
ular fongue ?
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.~ Tue Crescent—Its lustre was dimmed, even by
the twinkling of our Srans.”

Such a sentiment was worthy of the present genera-
tion of Virginians, amongst whose futhers, in the war
of .the Revolution, were \WasuinoToN, JeFrensos,
Manisox, Moxroe and Patnick Hesny. 1t compelled
Comim. Decatur to take a sudden retrospect of his
eventful life in the Mediterranean—his capture of the
Intrepid—his destruction of the Philadelphia frigate,

-and his unparalleled conflict with the. Gun-boats.

_At Petersburgh, in that patriotic siate. they were no
less ardent in their attachment to the favourite, and fa-
voured Decatur. After receiving every public de-
mongtration of respect that could be shown, he gave,
the following, modest, ingenuous, and grateful senti-
ment.

“Trae Crrizexs or Pererssureu—They render
honours to those for services, which they themselves
have exceeded.” g

In Philadelphia, he was always received with rap-
‘ture, for there they * knew him best.”” His early com-
panions presented him with a splendid service of plate,
accompanied with a most finished and elegant letter.
A short estract from his answer will be inserted. I
beg the committee, composed of names with which my
earliest and most agreeable ideas are associated, to ac-
cept my warmest thasks for the very flattering senti-
ments you have expressed toward me.”

The events in the Navy Department, not immediate-
Iy connected with the life and character of STEruEx
Decatun, cannot be -eslarged upon. From the time
he entered upon the arduous duties of a Navy-Com-



280 LIFE OF

missioner, his mind was completely engrossed by thery ;
every other object was of secondary consideration,
Amidst these duties however, he participated in the
captivating enjoyments of the metropolis. He enjoyed
the society of the great men of our great Republic,
there stationed to manage its vast concerns. He here
appeared in the capacity of a Statesman, and excited
no less respect than when he a»p'peated in the more
dazzling character of a Hero. With the Secretary. of
the Navy, his brother Commissioners, and naval offi-
cers, he was perfeétlyrat home ; and surely, amongst
all the objects of magnitude, thatinvolves the profound
" reflections of our rulers, no one surpasses, nor indeed
equals that of naval defence. With a sea-board;of three
thousand miles,—indented with some of the largest
bays, sounds and rivers in the world—their borders
and mouths, containing much of the vast wealth accu-
mulated from the interiour—assailable in numberless
points by a naval enemy, it is reduced to absolute de-
monstration, that our safety in future depends, much,
very much upon naval power. However much we
may be struck with the formidable power of land bat-
teries, the experience of modera warfare evinces clear-
ly, the vast superiority of batteries that are floating.
With our majestic ships of the line, our frigates, sloops
and Brigs, Americans can carry our arms where they
find our enémies, and make them flee from where they
are found. | If they dare intrude upon our harbours,
they will méet with that novel, that tremendous, that
almost resistless engine of death and destruction, the
sTEAM PRIGATE. To besure onr immense frontier is
to be guarded by armies, and fortifications; buteven
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there, a moving rampart of high-minded meu. is found
to be vastly more efficient than stationary forts, re-
doubts and breast-works, Present to the enemy our
Mying artillery, and a rampart, formed by a front, brist-
led with bayonets, and led on by brandishing swords, an
enemy will much sooner retire than they would from a
fort which they wmight besiege with =afety at a secure
distance—which they might possibly overcome by star-
vation, or cosquer by an overwhelming superiority of
force. But the writer, in this volume, has nothing to
do with the army of the Republic, it belongs, with all
its imperfections and errors to the Newy. It was only
intended to shew, that amoveable force is every where
preferable to a stationary one, any where.

The most difficnlt duty, and, in a personal point of
view, the most liable to censure, that Comm. Decatur
had to perform, as Navy-Commissioner, was the selec-
tiou of officers for different commande. In every other
of the vast variety of duties he had to discharge, in
conjunction with the Secretary of the Navy, and his
broziier Commissioners, they related to the Navy gen-
erally ; and equally eflected every one from the highest
to the lowest grade of officers. But io restoring offi-
cers to comsands, after they had been suspended from
them by arrests, inquiries, and trials, and after the term
of suspension, after inquiries and trials, had expired,
exposed them 1o the personal animadversions of every
naval officer who had been implicated.

The President of the United States, during the pe-
riod of Comm. Barron’s most important comrand, thus
expresses himself—** Of the various executive duties, no
one excites more anxious comcern, than that of placing

% 24
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the z'nterest{ of our fellow-citizens in the hands of honest
men, with understanding syfficient for their stations. No
duty at the swme time is more difficult to fulfil.”

Numerous instances upon this subject might be men-
tioned 5 but perhaps no one so signal as that of the ar-
rest of Comm. Macdonough by Comm. Stemart in the
Mediterranean in 1819 can be alluded to. The parti-
culars are not sufficiently known to the writer to give.
2 minote detail: and were they so, the limits of this
work would forbid them. Suffice it to say, he was
arrested by Comm. Stewart—deprived of his command,
to which his junior succeeded ; and he arrived at the
seat of government to account for his conduct. Upon
his arrival there, the President of the -United States,
the Secretar); of the Navy, and the Navy Commission-
ers, beheld one of the heroes of the Mediterranean
and the hero of Champlain under arrest ! His unspot-
ted life—his unexampled modesty—his achievemerts in
the wars against Turks and Englishmen, induced them
all to hope that he was ¢ not guilty.” '

No one could possibly enter into the feelings of the
endeared Macdonough, like Stepren Decatur. He
had been his favourite Mids-hipmau in the Mediterrane-
an——he had followed wherever he led, and where but
few others would follow. He had seen him add one of
the most splendid trophies to the naval prowess of
America over England—he must have hoped that he
had not even made a mistake in his duty. But what
was the admiration of the noble DecaTur, when he
found his beloved friezd, as noble as himself, ingent
ously acknowledging that he had been mistaken ?  Mac-
moNoveH had often achieveq victories over the enemies
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of his country—he here achieved his greatest—it was
a victory over himself. Comm. Decatur enjoyed the
infinite satisfaction of seeing Comm. -Macdonough im-
mediately after placed in the highest command which
one, commanding a single ship, in the Amorican Navy,
~can be placed——thut of the command of a Sevenry-
FOUR. :

Comm. Barron, whose paxne stands the third in the
Naval Register of the American Republie, had long
been out of service.  He had been suspended from the
naval service in consequence of the well known * af-
tair of the Chesapeake and Leopard frigates ;" the de-
tails of which would be harrowing up, and opening
afresh the miost aggravated wound ever inflicted upon
the honour of the American Navy. The writer hes-
itates as he approaches the subject. From that disas-
trous affair, more than from any other cause, arose the
second war between our peacefnl Republic and imperi-
ous Britain; and, if any calamity greater thao war to our
country could have visited it, it eseentially contributed
to the tragical—the disastrous death of Stepnen Dg-
TATUR.
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CHAPTER XVIL

Comm, Barron solicits a command in the Navy—Comm. Deca-
tur’s opinion as to his re-admission into the Navy---The unfor»
tunate misunderstanding between them---It eventuates in a
challenge to single combat, from Barron to Decatur---Duel-
ling---Result of the meeting---Immediate effects of it---Hon-
ours to the remains of Comm. Decatur-—Funeral ceremonies
at his interment---His CHARACTER.

The writer approaches to the conclusion of these
sketches, with a solicitude, if possible, greater than
that which he has experienced in the progress of them.
His blood almost congeals as he writes—his heart throbs
at every sentence—and his feeble powers sensibly ex-
perience their insufficiency to portray the calamitous
catastrophe and its calamitous consequences. Itis not
for the writer to fathom the motives of Comm.” Jaues
Barkcar, nor pronounce a sentence upon a deed which
has spread mourning through our vast Republic. To
his Country and to his Creator is he accountable.
Srepnen DecaTur’s fame would acquire no new tint
of lustre by an attempt to throw a shade over the cha-
racter of the surviving combatant. A Dearborn could
not blast the fame of a Pvrnam, by attempting to erect
the fabrick of Ais glory upen his ruins. Comm. Bar-
ron is too generous to triumph over a fallen hero, or
attempt to tarnish his fame,

Let the reader peruse the following unvarnished
tale, and as nothing will be recorded with a view of
smpairing the living reputation of Comm. Barron, so

»
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nothing will be omitted to defend the memory of Comm.
Decatur—consecrated by death. Defend, did 1 say ?
let me retract—bhis memory needs not the defenee of
the living. His postbumous fame can heither be aug-
mented by eulogy, nor dipinished by sspersion.

"As a Navr Comussioner, Comm Decatur had an
-important official duty to perform ; and for the perform-
ance of it, he was accountable to his superiours, to his
colntry, to his conscience, and -his Creator. Let his
decision have affected whom it might, the reputation,
the honour, and the glory of the American Navy, were
ever first in his thoughts, first in his words, and first in
his deeds. Having been devoted to the naval service
of his country by his noble father, and by his own ar-
dent heroism, he had ever manifested a readiness to
spill his blood, and spend bis life in advancing its glory.
The Navy was his pole star ; and his views were a8
undeviatingly fixed upon it, as the needle points to the
pole. He had arisen fram the lowes! to the highest
grade of command in actual service, and forever sabmit-
ted to the orders of his saperiours, and the decisions of
naval tribanals. without an animadversion, When call-
.ed upon to decide upon the conduct of others, he ap-
proved or disapproved as his well-informed judgment
dictated. " Personal attachme tz, and also personal an-
tipathies (:f he had any) were mvreed and swallowed
up in the paramount interest of the Navy.

When placed in the importaat official station of Navy-
Commissioner, he had the highly delicate, and respon-
sible duty of 1 judge of merit and demerit to perform.
It would require some beiny  more than man’’ to satis-
fy all, aud in soue instances, decisions might meet with

-
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reprehensions, from those who were ¢ less than man’’
ought to be. His motto in this capacity was—*¢ Be
Just, and fear not.”” When called upon by official duty
to decide a question which might affect his sendor in the
Navy, he as fearlessly and as impartially pronounced his
Judgment, as in the case of the youngest Midshipman.
Unspotted himself as an officer, he made himsélf the
standard of naval character. Alas! the model was too
perfect for universal imitation, and he perbaps too un-
yielding and teo tenacious, in adhering to it. 'The
honour of the American Navy was to him as the virtue
of a wife was to Cazar—¢ It must not only be chaste—
it must be unsuspected.” 1f there ever was degenera-
cy in the Navy, he was always too exalted to sink to it,
and too elevated to be approached\by it. »
Thus fixed, and thus undeviating, Comm. Barron so-
licited the Navy Department for a re-instaterent, in his
command in the Navy. Comm. Decaturhad served un-
der him in the Mediterracean, in 1804, and succeed-
ed him in the command of tne Chesapedke frigate in
1807. From the last mentioned period to 1819, Comm.
Buiron bad not been in actoal service, although he bad
erer been under that pay which was established for of-
fizers i his situation. In that year, (1819) Comm. De-
cafur, as Navy Commissioner. had to express-his opin-
1ou in regard to the fitness of Comm. Barron to take a
command in the Navy. He did express it in his official
gapacity, and in interviews with officers of the Navy.
As to the ‘* affair with the Chesapeake,” in 18(C7,
however deeply it might have wounded the honour of
the Navy, he had nething to do. Comm. Barron had
suffered the disabilities which a court martial adjudged;
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and. those disabilities had ceased—the time of hiy sus-
pension from service had expired. But, Comm De-
catur, frankly, and unreservedly declared, that ‘*he en-
tertsined, and still did entertain the opinion that his con-
duct as an afficer, since that affarr, had been such, as
ought forever to bar his re-adinission Vnto the service,” at
the same time unequivocally declaring that he ¢ Jis-
cloimed all personal enmily toxard him.”
As to the sentence of the court-martial, although ap-
proved by the President of the United States, Comm.
Barron declared it to be *‘ cruel and unmerited,” and’
further remarks—* It is the privilege of a man deeply
injured as 1 have been by that decision, and conscious of
not deserving 1f, lo remonsirale against it.”” Before
what tribunal that remonstrance was to be made, is not
conceivad. - As to his conduct since the promulgation
of that sentence, Comm. Barron endeavoured to excul-
pate himselt from every imputation.*
A long and animated correspondence commenced be-
tween these officers in June 1819, and terminated in
February, 1820. It js sincerely to be lamented that it
ever met the poblic eye—it is deeply to be regretted
thut the jealous enemies of our rising Navy, ever pored
over it with malignant satisfaction—for satisfaction it
will ever be to them to discover disaffection between
our accomplished and gallant Naval officers. While
Americans lament the personal altercations between
_ Perry and Heath, Decatur and Barron, &c. our enemies
rejoice at them.

.Witheut dwelliog longer vpon a subject pregnant
with the most gloomy reflections, we must now add,
that the various explanations and recritninations, be-

* Vide corrcspondence of Decatur and Barron.
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tween Commodores Decatur and Barron, ended in a
direct call from the last to meet the first in the field of
single combat, and which he accepted.*

This is'no place to enter into a dissertation uponthe
subject of duelling, nor will it be attempted. It belongs.
to the Legislators of our Republic to enact laws upon
the subject—it belongs to Judicial Tribunals to enforce
them——it belongs to the Ministers of our Holy Religion
to pronounce the canons of the Divine Law—it belongs
to the Teachers of Merality to inculcate its doctrines
upon this practice. Above all, it belongs to the most
distinguished officers of our Navy and Army to evince
their’ sentiments upon this subject by their* examples.
They have devoted themselves to the ¢ Profession of
Arms.” Itisa profession in which a high sense of hon-
our forms the prominent feature. Not that superficial,
puerile and execrable sense of honour which is founded
upon the mere unmeaning. punctilios of modern refine-
ment, modern effeminacy, and modern degeaeracy.
That sense of honour is meaned, which led our ances-
tors to proclaim us free—to scorn submission to ty-
rants—to face them upon ocean and wpon earth, and
to pour out their richest blood for their country. Their
arms were turned against the enemies of the Republic,
and not against each other !

*In 1799, the Earlof St. Vincent (Sir John Jervis) received a
challenge from Sir John Orde, for giving a preferen.ger to Sir
Horatio Nelson in the command of a squadron. It was of course
accepted. But the friends of the parties interfered. The civil
authority put their lordships under bonds for keeping the peace,
and restrained two gallant officers from making war upon each
other.
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While the officer of genuine honour will avoid the
infliction of a wound upon the reputation of bis superi-
or, equal, or inferior, he will equally avoul that un-
restrained resentment which calls upon him to vielate
the laws of Earth, of Heaven, ard of Honour itself. 1
18 impossible to ascertuin the degree of moral gnilt
between him whese provocation rouses up the spirit
of revenge, and him whose veugeance can be appenscd
only with blood. Alas ! within the lust quarter of a
ceotury. our Republic has been called to mourn the
destruction of many of her best citizens upon that
Aceldema—- The fic!d of Honour.” A catalogue will
not be attempted, for it would present an awful chusm
in our greatness.

 The twenty-seccnd day of March, 1820, ought to be
kept as an anniversary of grief—a day of lamentation.
Upun that fatal, bloody day, the. rich tribute of Drca-
TGR's veins was poured out upon the plains of Bladens-
burg by the hand of a brother officer, As be was ap-
proaching the fatal <pot, and us no voice of human per-
suasion could deter him from his awful determination,
why could not sowme ministering angel of sparing mercy
have thus addressed him.—** Erring and inconsiderate
mortal, forbear ! Although il iz not given you to pierce
the impervious veil which still conceuls uokaown worlds
from your view, yet pause and refl:ci! Remember
your counfry to swhich you bave devoted yourself,—
~to which your service and life belong—and which has
_ so abundantly rewarded your va'our! Remember the
«enemies yon have fought—the victories you have wan
~-the dangers you have escaped—the glory you have
acquired. Remember the declaration of your sainted
25
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father—* OUR CHILDREN ARE THE PROPERTY OF OUK
countTRY.”—Remember your brother, whose fate you
escaped, and whose death you avenged—Remember
your surviving relatives and associates, who now anx-
iously await your fate—Remember the tender and af-
fectionate companion of your bosom, whose throbbing
and agitated heart,in breathless expectation and horrour,
listens the report of the fearful shot. And, above all,
remembher that Preserving Providence which bas guard-
ed you in the midst of death, in justifiable warfare, and
tremble at the thought of enteringinto a contestin open
violation of his decrees. Is fame your object ? you
have alreudy reached its temple. Is vengeance your
design 7 it must not be—that belongs-to heaven. Re-
tarn, therefore, to your exalted station, and to the
bosom of your anxious family.”

But no monitory voice from the heavens above, and
no voice ““ ¢crying aloud from the ground,” dissuaded
the ambitious CrnarLencer from advancing to the field.
The Crarrencep Decatur suffered his chivalrous con-
ceptions of honour, to overcome the dictates of philoso-
phy—the claims of his country-—the entreaties of his
real friends, and his own conscientious scruples, in re-
gard to the propriety of the act, to meet his unrelent-
ing opponent in the field of single combat; and there,
arm to arm, furnished with deadly weapons, to decide
a controversy which nothing but the capricious deter-
mination of fate could put to rest.

The accompanying friends of the militant parties, af-
ter the ¢ dreadful notes of preparation’ were sounded,
silently waited the result. The incomparable military
skill of the combatants, so often successfully exercised
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against the enemies of their country, was alas! too fu-
tally skillful upon this awful occasion. At the same mo-
ment they both fired—at nearly the sume place both in-
flicted a wound—at the snme moment they both fell—
one mortally, the other geverc/y wounded.

Comm. Decatur was accompanied to the place allot-
ted for the shocking catastrophe, by Comm. Bainbridge
as his second, and his sargeon. Comm. Barron was
accompanied by Capt. Elliot, ns his second, and his
sargeon. No explanation tock place upon the Held.
The result of the interview has been briefly, for it
could not otherwise be detailed. Who can, even at this
lapse of time, expatiate over the gushing wound of
Decatur in retrospect 7 Who must not have been petri-
fied with horror that actually beheld the life’s blood of
this unsurpassed hero, crimsoning the turf of his native
country; drnd let forth, by the hand of a pative coun-
tryman, and that hand at the same time, paralyzed by a
wonad all but mortal.

Whep the wonnded combatants viewed each other at
bat few paces distant, with what agony must their fixed
eyes have gazed ? Not from the agony of their wounds
—for mere pain of body, any man of fortitude will bear
without a groan. But “ a wounded spirit, who can
bear 7~ While yet the lamp of life was unextinguish-
edin either of them, the well-nerved arms which just
now pointed the deadly weapons, from which issued the
unerring messengers of death, were now tremblingly
extended in token of reconciliation. Oh! why could
not these stern, unyielding devotees of the delusive
phantom of false honour, one hour before, have said
to each other, «“ Live, awp T wivr. Live arso 7
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Comm. Decatur was removed to his mansion house
in Washington, languishing in the agony of approaching
dissolution. A sudden and violent convulsion in nature
could scarcely have produced a more agitating shock.
Indeed the laws of nature had been violated, and one of
its fairest works had been prostrated. Every object
from those of the first magnitude, to those of the most
trifling councern, were immediately abandoned, and
every thoaght was intensely fixed upon the living—the
dying Decatua. Almost regardless of the forms which
tender sensibility enjoins, when approaching the house
of death and mourning, every one involuntarily rushed
to the residence of the bleeding citizen, and hero, who
but few honrs before, gladdened their eyes by his pre-
sence.

The sublime and exalted contemplations of the hero’s
soul, wera scarcely interrupted by the agony of his bo-
dy. While nature was struggling to retain its agonizing
grasp upon tiis world, his celestial apirit was panting
for the regions of inrmortality : but his immortal soul
was rot summoned hence, until his lips pronounced his
decided DISAPPROBATION OF THE MANNER IN WHICH HE
FELL. His denunciation against puzLLiNe, was like a
voice uttered from the tomb. Decatur’s last faltering
exclamations were a denunciation againist the pUELLIST.

His death left a chasm in the Navy which it might be
presumptl;ous to say cannot be filled ; but which, it s
confidently said, cannot be filled better. It produced a
sensation in the metropolis, at the moment it was an-
nounced, and through the country as the saddeaing in-
telligence spread, which never had been experienced
since the fall of HamiLton, who like him, died in the
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midst of his glory and usefulness, and who like him,
acknowledged the guilt of the practice by which he
fell.

During the gloomy ianterim between the 22nd and
24th of Macch, every passible demonstration of respect
was paid to the remaios of Comm. Decartur, by the
public authorities, and every condolence, which the
deepest sympathy could afford, was extended to the in-
consolable Mrs. Decatur.

The ardent affection and glowing patriotism of the
eloquent Jonx Raxporrn, led him to introduce a mo-
tion into the house of Representatives for the purpose
of inducing a formal dizplay of sorrow upon the occa-
sion. It called forth the most unqualified eulogies up-
oun the character of the deceased hero; but lest a re-
corded resolution, upon the subject of his funeral oi
badges of mourning might be construed into an appro-
bation of the mode in which he died, it was deemed
far more judicious to leave it to the spontaneous, and
volantary effusions of sorrowing hearts to manifest
grief in a way the most appropriate to the melancholy
occasion.

Upon the 24th, the metropolis was throanged by the
Jargest concourse of the pablic authorities, civil, naval
and military, foreign ministers, strangers of distinction,
and citizens, that was ever witnessed there upon a sim-
ilar occasion, since the corner stone of the Capilol was
deposited, and the foundation of the city was laid.—
The deepest sorrew was depicted upon every counte-
nance—the great business of the Republic was suspen-
ded in every department, At 4 o’clock, the late resi-
dence of the deceased hero, was approached, und his

256 *
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sacred remains were received by those who were to
bear them to the tomb of Karorama. The Procession
was thus appropriately arranged.

Funeral firing party of Marines, with music.
Officers of the Navy of the United States.
Officers of Marine Corps.

The Clergy.

Pull Bearers, Pall Bearers.

o [Comm. Rodgers,
© | Comm. Porter,

€Comm. Tingey, 3
Comm. Macdonough, |
(

Gen. Jessup, =4 Gen. Brown, -
Capt. Baliard, ] I:Url‘ | Capt. Cassin,
Lieut. M‘Pherson, L -° L Capt. Chauncey.
Relatives.
President of the United States and Heads of Depart-
’ ments.

Members of the Senate and House of Representatives.
Judges, Marshal, and other Civil Officers of the United
States.

Officers of the Army of the United States.

The Mayors and other Civil Officers of the District.
Foreign Ministers with their Suites, and Consuls of
foreign powers.

The Citizens.

The military honours of the solemn occasion, were
rendered by the truly excellent Marine Corps, under
the orders of their accomplished commander, Major
Mirrer. As the procession began “its solemn move-
ment, minute guns from the Navy Yard were commen-
ced ; and were continued during the procession and
faneralservice. The same cannon which bad so often
apnounced the splendid achievements of DEcaTVR, now
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marked the periods in bearing his remains from his late
abode to the tomb. Their reverberating thunder
mournfully echoed through the metropolis, and the
surrounding region, and announced the approach of a
sleeping hero to the silent cemetery. When the vol-
leys of musketry echoed forth the last token of respect
to the sacred religues, it was known that all that was
mortal of Decatur was conceiled from human view,—
that his body belonged to the earth—his exalted and
immortal epirit to heaven, and his character, his fame
and his glory to his coantry.

During these solema and impressive ceremonies,
Comm. Barron was languishing upon his couch with the
wound received at the moment that was, which carried
Comm. Decatur to the tomb ; the thunder of the minute
guns, and the discharge of musketry must have vibra-
ted through a heart tortured to agony.  His destiny was
Yet uncertain—he was upon the verge of two worlds,
uncertain to which the next hour might consign him.
He remembered that the living Decatur said to him :—
“1 RAVE NOT ¢HALLENSED, KoR DO | INTEND To CHAL-
LENGE YOU—YOUR LIFE DEPENDS UPON YOURSELF, AND
Nor upoN Me.”” Can there be a pang in death more
excrucrating than his reflections must have been ? He
might have exclaimed with the bard :—

¢ O! Providence extend thy care to me !
For Nature sinks, unequal to the combat,
And weak Philosophy denies her succours.”

Bot Comm. Barron still survives ; and survives it is
confidently hoped, to be an ornament to the naval ser-
vice, and a living witness against the horrid, the ap-
‘palling custom, which burried one of the most gallunt
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and noble spirits into eternity, and which brought him-
to the very verge of it. The conflict between the de-
parted Decatur and the surviving Barron was no com-
mon affair of henour. It did not originate in the per-
sonal hostility of the parties—it was in the cause of the
American Navy they fought each other ; and had the
noble Decatur instantly died, the wounded Barron
would have exclaimed in a faltering voice over his
bloody and mangled corpse, as Monmouth did over
Perey’s: ’

¢¢ Lie there, great heart---the earth that bears thee dend,

Bears not elive, so high a gentleman.”

Decarur is dead—and if he must have died in the
midst of his years and glory, would to heaven he had
fallen upon his own deck, like LawRENCE, ALLEN, and
Burrows ! Then might we exclaim in the language of
a bard whose genius was as exalted as h7s heroism :—

¢¢ ——ee————— Sampson hath quit himself
Like Sampson ;---and heroically hath finished
A life heroic.”

The course of hislife points out a brilliant orb for the
ocean-warriour to move in—the manner of his death, a
destructive vortex to shun. But living, he was admir-
ed—dying, he was lamented, and his memory will be
cherished in fond remembrance, as long as ardent pat-
riotism, fearless courage and exalted virtues, shall
receive an approving sentence in the human heart.

Hereafter, when the sculptured marble, or the tower-
ing monument, as imperishable as DecaTur’s fame,
shall point to the place where he rests from his toils
and-his dangers, the traveller will linger around it and
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exclaim—Do we adwire the American youth who de-
votes his early years to the acquisition of solid science,
and polite hteratare ! Such was DEcartur in youth.
Are we charmed with the youthful hero, anxious to
emulate the gallant deeds of noble ancestors ? Such a
youth was Decatvr. Do weadmire the man who rises
above effeminate enjoyment, and meets a host of ene-
mies in foreign climes to rescue his countrymen from
bondage ? Such a man was Decatur. Are we en-
raptured with the dauntless heroism of & warriour who
dared to meet a foe whose power 1s deemed irresisti-
bite 7 Such Decator did. Do we admire the judge
who dares to pronounce a seatence which may endaa-
ger himself ? Such a judge was DecaTur. Are we
tortured into the agony of grief that an exalted spirit
should fall a victim to the delusive phantom of false
homour ? Alas! Decartur so fell. < What o fall. was
there, my countrymen !” ’

The whole character of the subject of these biograph-
ical memoirs may be summed up in few words.

STEPHEN DECATUR was created and constituted
for an ocean-warriour. His whole nature was pecu-
liarly adapted to the perilous and brilliant sphere of ac-
tion upon the watery element. Thatis the expanded
theatre upon which he was designed to act the most
important parts, and shine illustrious in the most tre-
mendous scenes. To his natural adaptation for a sea-
man, he added all the auxiliary aids of scientific ac-
quirement. He first made himself ageneral echolar—
then a theoretical navigator—then a practical seaman.
Before "bis nautical skill, the rolling and convulsed
ocean lost half of its appalling horrours ; and its hi-
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deous tempests seemed to become suhservient to his
wishes. .

But this important trait in his character, was almost
forgotten in his more brilliant acquirement of naval
tactics. He was the accomplished naval tactician.
The most minute branches of naval science never es-
caped his attention, and the most important ones never
exceeded his comprehension. The various manceu-
verings of a ship or a squadron, were as familiar with
him, as the evolations of an army to the scientific mili-
tary officer. Whether encountering the enemy in the,
humble galley, or breasting the shock of battle in the.
majestic ship, he bore into action as if the Genins of
Victory hovered over him, and gave him conquest in
anticipation. When in the mid.t of an engagement, he
fearlessly and undauntedly soared in columns of fire and
smoke, and with the fury.and velocity of lightning,
charged upon the dstooisned foe. His own personal
safety occapred not a single thought—his fearless goul
wa3 =1grossed with the safety of his crew and his ship,
and the destruction of the enemy. But the moment
the thundering cannon ceased their terrific roaring, and
th= battle-fray was ended, he.was changed into a min-
istermg spirit of mercy. Over his slain enemy, he
dropped a tear—to a wounded one he imparted conso-
lation—he miogled his sighs with the groans of the dy-
ing, and rendered every honour to the gallant dead.

Whether encoustering an overwhelming host of fu-
rious Turks, equally regardless of honourable combat,
and thankless for favours after they wore conquered—
or wresting victory from a more magnanimous and skili-
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ful foe, he was ever the same—Terrible and fearless
in battle—Mild and humane in victory.

Asa Nuval Qfficer he was as perfect a model. as the
world afforded. To his superiours in rank he was res-
pectful—to his equals generous and affectionate—to his
inferiours mild, humane, and condescending—he was
the seaman’s friend. As a disciplinarian, he pever
spared himself, nor would he permit any under his
command to be spared : but he had the peculiar felici-
ty of rendering the severest duty the highest pleasure.
He governed bis men more by the respect and love he
secured from them, than by the exertion of the power
with which he was clothed. He infused into the bo-
soms of his officers and seamen, the noble and patriot-
ic ardour which inspired his 8wn exalted heart. They
would follow him wherever he led, and would lead
wherever he ordered. They were as true to him as
their souls were to their bodies; and would suffer
them to be separated before they would desert iim in
the hour of peril. When desigoated as a judge of the
merits ov demerits of his brethren in the naval service,
his philaathropy led bim to give full credit to their vir-
tues in exalted or humble stations, while his stern in-
tegrity made bim a dignified censor over their errors.

But however high he stood in his profession as a pa-
val commander, it was inthe mild and captivating scenes
of peace, where he shone with unclouded lustre. His
beart was the temple of benevolence—his mind was
refined by literatare and science—his deportment was
that of the polished gentleman.

-In his person, he was a little above the wmiddling
height, and rather delicately though elegantly formed.
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His countenance was all expression. His eye discov-
ered that inquietude which indicates an ardent mind ;
and although it beamed with benignity, it evinced an
impatience for action. While his manly and digunified
virtnes commanded respect, the suavity of his manners
invited to familiarity. His high sense of honour for-
bade him to inflict a wound upon cthers; and, with
the majesty of virtue, to repel with indignation, the
most remote suspicion of his own honour. '

But his love of country was his crowningglory. His
whole life was a commentary upon the noble sentiment
of his noble ancestor.
¢Qur CHILPREN ARE THE PROPERTY OF 0UR CoUNTRY.’

For his country he lived—for his country he fought
—his countrymen will cherish and admire his memory,
until the name of his country itself shall be extinguish-
ed in the final consummation of all things.
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[The splendid ¢ Naval Victorics” achieved by Americans over
Britons, in the sccond war between the Amcrican Republic
and the British Empire, occasioned a great variely of ¢ Nau-
tical Songs,” calculated for almost cvery variety of taste.
None of the Naval Heroes culled forth the etfusions of the
Muse with mere rapture than Ster  rx Drcator. The
following production, except the 3rd verse, appeared soon
after the capture of the M. Foowtan.  The elegunt author ®
will excuse ope prosaic verse for being introduced amongst
his highly poetical ones.}

Tane—** To Anacreon in Hegpen."

I. To the Court of Old Neptune, the god of the sea,

The sons of Columbia sent a petition,

That he their protector and patron would be ;

When this answer arriv’d free from terms or conditipn :
¢« Repair to the sea ;
‘¢ You conq’rors shall be ;

* And proclaim to tne world that Columbia is free :

** Beside, my proud trident DECATUR shall bear,

-* And the laurels of Vict'ry triumphantly wear !”

1. The Tritons arose from their watery bed,
And sounding their trumpets, Aolus attended ;
Who sumamon’d his Zephyrs, and to them he said,
-« Old Neptane Columbia’s carse has befriended.
“ As the world you explore,
“ And revi-it each =hore,
¢ To all nations proclaim the glad #ound evermore ;
¢ That DECATUR old Nejtune’s proud trident <liull
bear,
“ And the laurels of Vict’ry triomphantly weur 1"

% J. R. Calvert, Esq.
26
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LI In that sea where the Crescent long proudly had
wav’d, '
The sons of Mahomet the Christians enslaved ;
There DECATUR repair’d, and the Turk fiercely
brav’d,
And there from dire bondage the Christian he saved.
The Crescent soon bow’d,
’Fore his thunder so loud,
And his light’uing, resistless, dispell’d the dark cloud -
Which Allak’s gisciples and demons had spread,
The terror of man—now no longer the dread.

IV. The Naiads, in chariots of coral so bright,
Skim’d swiftly the wide, liguid plane, quite enchanted
Soon the proud Macedonian gladden’d their sight,
And DECATUR advancing, with courage undaunted ;
They saw with a smileé,
The fast-anchor’d Isle,
Resigning the laurels obtain’d at the Nile !
And When Victory crown’d brave Columbia’s cause,
The Trumpet of Fame shook the world with applause.

V. Dame Amphitrite flew to the Archives above,
To see the great mandate of Neptune recorded,
When tracing the records of Lybian Jove,
To find where renown to brave deeds was awarded ;
There WASHINGTON'S name,
Recorded by Fame,
Resplendent as light, to her view quickly came !
In rapturesshe cries, «* Here DECATUR I’}l place,
On the page which the deeds of brave WASHINGTON

grace !”
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{The lamented and deplored death of Comm. Decatury called
* forth numerous effusions of the pathetic aud elegiae muse:
The brilliant, imnginnﬁ;)ﬁ and harmonious nutabers of the vl-
lowiag irregular ode, induces the writer to insert it in the con-
clusion of these memoirs.  The reader will recellect that the
eminence in the vicinit, of the metropolis, called Kalorama,
was the residence of the zreat Epic Poct of America, Jurt
Barrow—that he died ia France when Ambussudor—and

that the body of Decatur was deposited in fus fumily tomb.]

i

Methought Istood on Kalorama’s height.
Reclining, peasive, on Decatar’s tomb,

When, lo! a form, divinely bright,
Celestial glories beaming in her face,

Descends, while floods of light the dreary place ilume!
And thus addressed me, nith a heavenly grace :—

¢ Say, youthful bard, whose humble name
Has never graced the rolls o{ Fame,
What brought thee to this sacred place,

Aod why the tear that trickles down thy face ?
Say, hast thou sought these peaceful shades

To woo the lov’d Aonian maids,
Where, favored by the taneful nine,

His lyre great Barrow strung,
And, with an energy divine,

Immortal epics sung ?
Alas! he sleeps upon a foreign shore—
The muses his sad fate deplore— ...~
His lyre, that once so sweetly breatly’d
But now with mournful cypress wreath’d
For ever slumbers, and is heard no more
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Yet, mortal ! know my name is Faye ; -
And to the world his merits I proclaim!
Or still more pions, hast thou come
To weep o’er brave DecaTur’s tomb ?
And dost thou shed the feeling tear *
O’er his reliques that slumber here ?”
’Tis true, said I ; I here deplore
The gallant hero, now no more ;
Who, like a youthful Hercules,
Subdued his savage enemies !
And who, at a maturer age,
Encounter’d Britain’s hostile rage ;
And dared with more than equal foes contend—
While Pictory and Fame his glorions course attend—
And whose dread cannon shook Barbaria’s shore,
While Algiers trembl’d at the thund’ring roar.
Alas! he slambers with the dead ;
The light’ning of his eye is gene !
And cypress wreaths entwine around that head,
Where Glory her bright hallo shed ;
And darkness hovers o’er that face
Which beam’d with every social grace—
Where manly courage shone.
Nor does the muse alone
Dezatur’s fate bemoan ;
But floods-of sympathetic tears are shed :
Columbia mourns her hero dead,
With weeping eyes, and with dejected head ;
And sable clouds of wo the nation everspread.
Scarce had I ceas’d, when thus the power again :—
‘« No nore indulge thy pensive strain,
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Thy grief is usele:s, and thy sorrows vain—
Rise, and behold his trivmphs o’er the mun!™
When on a cragzy rock | stood,
Which overhung the ocean shore, .
Beheld the tumult of the flood,
And heard the :arzes roar.
I saw two warlike ships engage,
With hoztile fury and destructive rage ;
And heard the cannon’s thundering roar
Reverberate throegh rocks, and roll along the
shore ;
"Midst cloads of smoke the starry flag was seen,
Woaving in triumph, o’er the dreadful scene ;
While, shining through the battle’s storm,
1 saw the brave DECATUR'S forin ;
His arm, like lightning, dealt the fatal blow,
And harl’d Colurrbia’s thunders on the foe!
The battle’s din no more is heard—
The scene of sorrow disappear’d.
When, lo ! again my wondering eyes
Saw Fame’s bright goddess glittering in the skies :
I heard her golden trump resound
With an immortal strain,
While bursts of glory flash’d around,

And brighten’d all the maio :
¢ Hear, mortal, hear ! the wonders thou has seen

Give but a glimpse of his immortal fame ;

T might display a more expanded scene,

And with new glories grace Decatur’s name !
But thou couldst not endure the dazzling sight—
For how can mortal eyes sustain such bheavenly

light 7
26%
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But hark ! I hear a louder sound,

Like peals of thunder, bursting on my ear ;
While all the listening nations round,

The immortal praises of DECATUR hear !
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RecariTunaTiOoN.~Squadrons, Ships, Sloops of War,

' Brigs, Schooners and Gun Boats, in which Srepnen

DecaTur served or conguered ; the time when, the ca-
pacity in which, and in what Wars.

Names of ) In what wars.
Yrs. Shgm and| Duly and Achicvements. | Commanders,
ice. I, &e. &

1798 Frgate  U.[Studying the Theory of Naval

States, Mid-{Tactica, and reducing 1t to  With the
shipman and Practice. | FreNcu
Lieutepant. | REPUBLIC.

1799 Br, Norfolk,!Practising and teaching Vaval Com-Truxton.
Ast. Lieut. |Discipline. s | ¢ Decatur.
1800\ Frigate U.|Disciplining Crew---Convoy- Capt. Little.
|3tates, Lieu-ng Merchantmen---Chastising, * Tryon.

Itepant. Freachmen. ¢ Barry.
1801 Frigate Ls- MEDITERRANEAN. With

1sex, 1st.|Disciplining Crew, in Naval TriroLr,

iLieutenzmt Cactics and Naatical skill ; a-

: {rousing their courage. Comm.DALE.

1802 Frigate New|Disciplining crew, teaching Com.MorRis.
[York, Ist.jMaval gunnery, police of the|
Lieutenant. |ship, &c. &ec. Returned toi  Sterrett.
i America in the Chesapeake.

—_— PREBLE.

1803;Brig Argus,{Disciplining crew,teachingtac-

Lt. Com’dt. jtics, nautical skill, modes of; Lt. Stewart.

attack, &c. &c.

! PrEBLE.
& (Schooner En-|Attacked and capiured Tripoli-
terprise, Lt.tan corsair, and two distin-
Com’dt. guished commanders, pamed
the captured vessel KETcH In-
TREPID, Dec. 23rd.

1804; Ketch Intre-iBoarded, and captured ¥Frigate| Lawrence.
pid, 70 men, Philadelphia, of 54 guns, 750
4 guns,Lieut.men. Killed 30, wounded 120, Morris, jr.
Com’dt. and burned the ship, under Ba-

shaw’s battery and castle! Feb. Macdonough.
16th. (none kaulled.]
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Y'rs

1804

Names of |

Ships and Duty and Achaevements.
Office.

In what wars,
Commanders,
&ec.

Gun-Boats. igun-boats of 3 guns and 40 men|
Senior Offi-each. Captured an enemy’s

cer. large boat, bearing out his
prize--James Decatur treacher-
ously slain. Returned {o the
combat, with a Midshipman
and 8 men, captured the T'urk’s
boat who slew his brother, and
shot him dead. In botb prizes
33 officers and men slain--Lost
not a man. Aug. 3.

Division " of]ln No.IV. 1 gun, charged 9"

13

Frigate Con-| Crewdisciplinedby PREBLE,
stitution, .and needed no more discipli-
Captain. jning. Blockading enemy, and

Rank from lawaiting negociation on shore.

Feb. 16th.

£14

Frigate Blockading enemy, and a-|
Congress, |waiting negociations at the Ba-
Captain. [shaw’s palace. Returned to
America upon conclusion of]
Tripolitan war.

With
TRIPOLI.

PrEBLE.
Scmers, &c.
Macdonough.
J. Decatur.

Henley.

Trippe.

J. Bainbridge.

Com,BARRON

1805

1807

1811

1812

Superinten- |T'eaching the peculiar disci-
dant of A- [pline for Gun-Boats ; modes of
merican  [attack, singly or in squadron,

Peace,

or
¢ War in

Macedonian, 49 guus, Oct 25.

Gua-hoats. Disguise.”
Frigate Cruising on the American
Chesapeake [coast ; watching foreign armed
and the [ships, and enforcing acts of]
Southern {Congress.
Squadron.
Comm.
Frigate Preparing for what might
U. States. [ ame ; visiting ports, &c. &c.|’
Frigate 1st Crutse. GREAT
U States Sailed in a Squadron com-| BriTAIN.
Captain. |uanded by Comm. Rodgers. Hull.
2nd Cruise. Jones,
Captured H. B. M. Frigate] Rodgers.
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Names of In what wars,
¥'rs.| Ships and Duty and lchiccemends, | Commanders,
Office. &e.
!'r _
1813} SavADRON. 8rd Cruise.
Frigates Driven into New Loador| Bainbridge.
U. States, [Harbour, by a superior Britisi| Lawrence.
Macedonian,{Squadron, and blockaded ; at | Stewart.
Sloopof Warfterpts an escape; Challenges|  Porter.
Horpet. jenemy; examines Steam-boat:]  Perry.
1814 lirnpressed seamen, Xc. &c. &c.f Macdonouglh.
Chauacey.
1815/SarADRroN. 4th Cruise. Burrows.
Frigate Beat the Frigate Endymion, Allen.
President. jand surrendered to the winle}  Biddle.
SPs. of War, British Squadron ; Jan. 15, re-{  &c. &c.
Hornet, [turned on parole.
Peacock.
1815| SavapRoN. MEDITERRANEAN.
Frigates [Captured Algerine Frigate Ma-| BarBARY
Gurriere, [souda; killed Bammida, and PowERs.
Macedoman,[29 men June 17
Gonstella- [Captured Alg. Br.22g. 19
tion. jArrived at Algiers 28
Made a Treaty 30
SDP's. of WarjAr. at Tunis, demand. $46,000
Outario, [as indemnification July 31
Epervier. |Arrived at Tripoli, demanded
25,000 Aug. 9
Schooners [Arriyed at Messina, repair-
Flambeaun, [ed, lelt captives
Spark, |Arrived at Naples Sept. 2
Spitfire, [Commmicat. with the king 8
Torch. [|Arrived at Gibraltar, and
joined Comm. Bainbridge 18
Arrived in America Nov. 12, Bainbridge.
!
1815|Navy-Com- {Arranging affairs of Navy with
missioner. |Navy Department, designating
officers, &c. &ec.
1820 Single }Died March 22, in defending
Combat. {the honour of the American

Navy.
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The following is a List of the Navy-Commissioners.
The accomplished Comm. CrarLES STEWaRT, it will
be perceived, fills the place of the ever-to-bé lamented
Comm. StEPHEN DEEaTUR.

Joun RobpeEeRs,
CrarLes STewaRT,
Davin Porter.

The fallowing is a List of the Post Captains in the
American Navy-—a cosstellation of ocean-warriours,
paval tacticians, and accomplished gentlemen, une-
qalled in the Universe.

Alexander Murray, Thomas McDonough,
John Ro 'gers, Lewis Warrington,
Jawes Barron, Jozeph Buinbridge,
William Bainbridge, William M. Crane,
Thomas Tingey, James T. Leonard,
Charles Stewart, James Biddle,
Isaac Hull, Charles G. Ridgley,
Isaac Chauncey, Robert T. Spence,
John Shaw, t Daniel T'. Patterson,
John H Dent, . Samuel Angus, )
David Porter, Melanchton T. Woolsey,
John Cassin, John Orde Creighton,
Samuel Evans, Edward Trenchard,
Jacob Jones, John Downes,
Charles Morris, John D. Henley,
Arthur Swaclair, "~ Jesse D. Elliott.

Names and force of the Vessels of the United States.

Ships of the Line. Names * Guns

Nawmes Guns New-Orleans 74
Independence 74 North-Carolina 74
Washington 74 Ohio 74
Franklin 74 Delaware 74
Columbus 74 Onue building at Boston 74

Ghippewa , * 74 One at Portsmouth 74
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Frigates. Jones 18
Constitution 41 Madison 12
Uoited States 41 Louisiana ig
Gurriere 44 Niuagara 18
Java 41 Linnet 18
Supertor 41 Sylph 16
One building at Wash- Trconderoga 14
ington 44 Oneida 14
Constellation 36  Queen Charlotte 14
Congress 36 Ranger 14
Macedonian 36 Enterprise 12
Confiance 32 Spark 12
Bohawk 32 Eagle 2
Cyane 8 Nonsuch 6
John Adams, corvette 21 Surprise 6
General Pike, do. 24 Lynx "5
Saratoga 22 Hornet 5
Steam Frigate Fullon, ®ox 4
at New-York Despatch 2
Sloops of War, &c. Ghent 1
Lawrence 20 Lady of the Luke 1
Erie 18 Porcuopine 1
Peacock 18 Alert none
Outario 18 Corperation —
Horvet 18  Bombs—Z&tna, Vesuvius,
Detroit 18 and Vengeance.
Jefferson 18
POSTSCRIPT.

From that inadverten ce wbich often occurs to the
writer of an original work, composed of 4 great diversi-
ty of facts and incidents, it was stated in the sixth
chapter of this volume, that Lieut. Decatur returned
to America in the frigate New-York, as 1st Lieutenant.
The fact was pot so.

While the American squadron rendezvoused at the
island of Malta, an altercation arose betwecn the officers
of his Britannic Majesty, and of the American squad-
ron’ Amongst other consequences flowing from it,
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it occasioned the death of a British officer. The gov-
ernment of the island interposed its aathority ; and it
was found expedient for all the Americans concerned
in the affair, to retern to America. First Lieut. De-
catur, of the frigate New-York, therefore, returned as
a passenger in the frigate Chesapeake.

Conclusive evidence is farnished of the propriety of
Comm. Decatur’s concern in that < Affair”” by the fact
that he was shortly afterwards placed in the command
of the Argus, the first armed ship in which he was
firstin command. lo that ship, he soon after returned
to the Mediterranean—took command of the Enter-
prize, and went on ‘‘ conquering and to conquer” un-
til the Gentus of Victory claimed him as her favorite
son.

The unbappy controversy between Comm. Perry
and Capt. Heath, is kngwn to every reader, and by
every reader who coénsiders the Navy as the grand
pillar of the American Republic, most sincerely lamen-
ted. The reason for alluding to it in this place ig,
because it was omitted in the proper place in the pre-
ceding volume. Comwm. Decatur, in this controversy,
evinced the exalted scntiments of his noble heart.
Perry and Heath could not be reconciled without an
s appeal to arms.” A ‘‘meeting” was agreed ypon,
on the * field of Honour.” Comm. Decatur was se-
lected by Perry as his second ; a term sometimes de-
nominated, friend. Comm. Decatur felt. as if Perry
was the original aggressor, however much he might
have disapproved of the unrelenting and vindistive
gpirit of Feath. By his persuasion, Perry concluded
to recezve the fire of his antagonist, and reserve his own.
Heath’s fire did not take effect. The noble, the anx-
ious Decatur then approached the combatant, and non-
combatant ; and, in the sublime character of a ** Peace
Maker,” effected a reconciliation. Little do those who
tauntingly exclaim—¢* Decatur died as the fool dieth,”
know the native, aud practical goodness of his heart.
To be sure he closed his invaluable life in single com-
bat—a combat which he did not seek, but which his
exalted sense of honour forbade him to avoid.
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