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, ] To the HonouraBLE
GEORGE TOWNSHEND,

BriGaApIER-GENERAL

Of His M ajesT v’s Forces in NORTH-AMERICA,

And CorLonNEL of

The Twenty-eighth Regiment of Foot.

SIR,

A Natural and civil hiftory of the French empire in North-
America, publithed by a fubjeé of this kingdom, could
{carce appear with propriety, at this time, if it was not addrefled
to General TownsHEND, who, by the reduétion of Quebec, the
capital of that empire, has fubje¢ed the whole to the domi-
nion of Great-Britain. It is not however neceffary on this oc-
cafion either to relate the event, or to particularize the virtues
that effetted it. The event is neceflarily known by its impor-
tance, and the addition of fo great an extent of territory, and
{o many thoufand {ubje&s to the Britith crown, are memorials
which can neither be overlooked nor forgotten, and which ren-
der all others, not only unneceflary butimpertinent; neithercan
it be neceflary to tell the world, that /e is'eminent-for courage,
a&tivity, and {pirit, who, when he was in a civil capacity, {ur-
rounded by the luxurics of peace, with a fortune by whichthey
were beft {ecured, and at an age when they are moft enjoyed,
went a volunteer in the f{ervice of his country, to traverfe the
wilds of America, and expofe his life to dangers not common
even to war; to ambufhes which vigilance can feldom efcape,
tofavages who attack without being feen, and inftead of taking
prifoners, the wounded orunarmed, murder them in cold blood,
and carry off their {calps as a trophy. That General Town-
SHEND has an undoubted claim to this merit, and that one of
the beft concerted, yet moft daring enterprifes that military ge-
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nius ever formed, was by him carried into execution, cannot
fail to be recorded in that period of the Britifh hiftory, which
will do us more honour than any other, as it will include a
greater number of events, in the higheft degree glorious and
important, the editor of this work therefore can only hope to
do himfelf honourby taking this opportunity to {ub{cribe him-

{elf,

SIR,

Your moft
Obedient
and

Devoted

Humble Servanet,

THOMAS JEFFERYS.



INTRODUCTTION.

2 H 2 Poffeflions of the French upon the Continent of North America,
were always an interefting Objeét to Grear-Britain, as it is always
neceffary to know the Situation, Strength and Refources of contigu-
ous Dominions that belong to a powerful State, whefe Oppofition of
Intereft makes her a natural Enemy, and whofe military and commercial

Knowledge makes her formidable as well in Peace as in War. But the
Knowledge of this Territory is now become yet more important, a: Frovi-
dence has thought fit by a Series of Succefles almoft miraculous, to make it
our own. It is hoped therefore that this Work needs no Recommend.ion as
to its Defign, as to the Execution, if it thould he found to deferve Tlecom-
mendation, it will effe@ually recommend itfelf: It has been compiled with
the utmoft Dilivence and Attention from the beft Accounts that are already
extant, either in our own er other Languages, and improved by Materials
that have from Time to Time been communicated to the Editor, by Perfons
whofe Names, if he was at Liberty to meniion them, would do him Honour ;
it contains therefore in one View, a more regular, comprehenfive and parti-
cular Account of the Subjet than has hitherto appeared, and as fuch is fub-
mitted to the Candour of the Public,
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A

DESCRIPTION

O F

NEW FRANCE;

OR THE

FrencH Dominions in NORTH AMERICA.
o L e e S e 0 A T G T ol e T B St A L L e T e S e S T T S 2 T B oS e T e e e e

% HE Country fubjet to the Crown of France on the Continent of North
Americe, which is larger than the Roman empire ever was, in its moft
flourithing times, is divided into two parts, the Northern named Canada,
and the Southern Louifiana 5 both of them under the direction of a Governor-
General, Intendant, and Supreme Council of New France, refiding at Quebec,

C 4 N 4 D A
C ANADA, in the Indian language, fignifies the Mouth of the Country, from Can,

Mouth, 'md Ada, the Country Under the name of Canada, the French would Carada, ac-
comprehend all that part of North America fituated between go and gp degrees offp‘”j;[”;“”l“e

North latitude, and 42 and 75 of longitude Eall from Ferro, including great part of
New England, and New York, and almoft the whole of the province of Nova Scotia.

CAN.AD A, according to the Engli/b account, is bounded on the North by the cayuda, ac-
Highlands, which feparates it from the country about Hud, ffo’s Bay, Labrador, or New cording wthe
Dritain, and the country of the Efkimcaux, and the Chriflinaux 5 on the Eaﬁ by the Engliis.
river S¢ Laurence ; and on the South, by the Cufawa: River, the country of ‘the Six
HNeddons, and Lovijana, its limits towards the Weft extending over countries and na-
tions hitherto undifcov med.

The foil of this country 1s generally very fruitful, but the winter, for fix months of
the year, is cxtremely fevere ; the fnow is always fix feet deep, and, what contributes
to give the people of Europe a worfe notion of this country than it actually deferves,
this feafon comes on juft before the {hips fet fail for France and other places on this fide
the Atlanzic, and that {o fuddenly that in two or three days the rivers are full of vaft
thoals of ice, all the beauties of nature are hid, and the eye is pained with an univer-
fal svhitenefs ; there is no longer any difference between land and water, the trees are
covered with ificles, which are even dangerous to thofe that ftand under them ; there
15 no more {ftirring out of doors, without being wrapped up in fur, and, in fpite of this
pxccuuv i, not a winter pafles without lofs of limbs by the benumbing cold and though Severity of
tae weather is fomewhat milder, when the wind gets into the South or Eaf’c quarter the climate.
vet during that time there is always a p1odioious fall of fnow, fo that you cannot

fce ten paces before you. There blows {o piercing a Weft wind that it almoft peels
the fkin off the face ; in fhort, during this terrible feafon, which is attended with

the pureft and fereneft tky nnammble the cold is fo tharp and mtenfc that even the

bears dare not fir out of their dcm
e »)
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Tn return for fo many incoveniencies, there is fuch an amazing a‘laundisfs ooffgtﬁ?iz)rrrilll]lt-
ton, poultry, beef, and fith of all forts, that one almoft r‘egrets hn? re am or the}mmgé

"o, *which, after a long delay, begins to appear fowarcs B0, iﬁnd tvg I'(;claltgo?their furnmer in

feons charming as it {ucceeds to a very fevere feafon. Add ;(C))utr rIISmnt?lsl from the fowing of the
this country, which enables them to reap thel'r crops in o mo oft besatibal o1y
feed ; and the mildnefs of the autumn, dL_lrmig Wﬁhlcﬁ t aerlt: E)SfaEr;rope ot oo o
interrupted ferenity, fuch as is rarely feen in the finett p e
not wonder the Canadians thould even prefer this country to that o /zfl . »
The long continuance of the fnow upon the_g‘round ; the great nun;ber o ‘rlrllotu}n 31?%
forefts, rivers, and Jakes, and the natural humidity of the foil 5 toghef ]lerdw‘lt thi;etrzg,

Caufes of the quantity of ice on the Northern Ocean; and the high fituation ofdt c ;mths'mfe pradh,

exceflivecold. o probably the caufes of this CXC(?ﬁiVC Ieve.rlty of the weather, uring this faEm,o
Canada, though under the fame climates with the moft temperate provinces cil . pii
It has been obferved, that, for the four years laft paft, the winters have gradually abate
of their feverity, and probably the wqather here W}“ continue to grow r-nxlljder_, mtprtc))-
purtion as the country is cleared of its vaft quantity of woods, and as 1t eggsﬁo s
cultivated, drained, and peopled. There is a chain of mountains running Ea an
Weft more than four hundred leagues, from Tadoufac ‘as far as Lake Superior,
which is probably the caufe of fuch extraordinary quantities of fnow as fall in this
country. .

Corx}ll thrives to admiration in thofe grounds that have been cleared, but ﬁ;}Ch fruits

Peoe of - as require any great degree of heat feldom {ucceed here, probably becaufe nipped by

Lot the froft.  There are great numbers of wild vines ; greens of all forts come to great
perfection ; the lakes are well ftored with fith, and their banks are almoft covered
with water-fowl and other game, befides beavers, martins, . fabl?s, &c. not to mention
an_infinity of other birds and quadrupedes, which abound in this country. o

"The conftant ferenity of the air in this province, where it feldorm or never rains,
renders it extremely wholefome to Luropean conflitutions ; apd an athor of credit

Iis flubrity, aflures us, that he knew upwards of fixty French, and thofe of very dehca?e complex-
ions, and but indifferently provided with wholefome foc?d, befides inconceivable other
hardfhips and inconveniences they had to undergo, during a refidence of fixteen years
among the Hurous, all furviving after fo long and wearifome a term ; a circumitance,
which: fufficiently proves the falubrity of the climate. . ' |

Befides the great plenty of ftags, elks, bears, foxes, martins, goats, wolves, wild fowl,
and other game, with which, as I have obferved, this country abounds, the meadow

Feriility of grounds which are all plentifully watered, yield excellent grafs, and feed great herds of

foil. large and fmall cattle; and lands in tillage produce the moft plentiful crops. The

mountains abound with mines of coal, and are not deftitute of filver, iron, and other
minerals, though not worked, or at leaft with any great advantage ; and the marthy
grounds, which are a great part of this country, {warm with beavers, otters, and other
amphibious animals.

Amongft the great number of rivers which water Canada, the moft confiderable are,

Rivers. the river S¢ Lawrence, which croffes it from South-weft to North-eaft, and is ts renty-feven
leagues in breadth, where it empties itfelf into the Gulf of §r Lawrence 5 the river
Bourbon, which has its opening in Hudfow’s Bay ; the rivers Saguenay and Outaway,
which falls into the river S¢ Lawrence ; and the Myflyffizpz, or river St Louis, the
fource of which is generally placed in about forty-five degrees of latitude, and 74 of
longitude Weft from Ferro, which waters the Weftern parts of Canada from North-
Weft to South-eaft, and afterwards from North to South.

K5, There are alfo a great number of lakes, and, amongft them, feveral of very great
extent; as for inftance, Lake Superior, of five hundred leagues circuit. There are
three great lakes befides, ftill higher than Lake Superior, all of them crofled by the
fiream that runs into

Mines.

The River St LAWRENCE.

This river has its fource, as is commonly thought, in the lake of the Affinsboels ;
a point, which, however, is far from being decided, though its courfe has been
Gulfof S+ furveyed for between feven and cight hundred leagues. It empties itfelf into the Gulf
Lawrence. of 5 Lawrence, and exceeds in beauty and greatnefs all the rivers of Canada. 'The
Gulf of 8¢ Lawrence is four-fcore leagues in length, and the currents in it are {o

ftrong, that it has been failed over in twenty-four hours with a favourable wind.
o About
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About half way over are the Ifles des Oifeaux, or Bird Iflands, two rocks, which rise Dif Jands.
in the {hape of a fugar-loaf, about fixty foot from the water’s edge, the greateft not
above three hundred paces in circumference. The quantity of water-fowl on thefe
rocks, which are covered and coloured all over with their ordure, is aftonithing. Se-
veral floops have been loaded with their eggs, and on firing a cannon; which
alarms the whole body of this feathered commonwealth, they rife in fuch numbers,
as to form an impenetrable cloud, which hides the fky for two or three leagues round.

The entrance of the river S¢ Lawrence 1s properly reckoned from Cape Rofiers in Cape Ryfic:s.
Nova Scotia, where it is about twenty-feven leagues broad. Three leagues to the Py
South of this are the Bay and Point of Gafpé, or Gachapé, 'Three leagues below this Gapl B;;f.w
Bay is the Ifle Percee, or Bored Ifland, {o called from a rock rifing in form of an arch,
thro” which a fithing bark may pafs under fail. This has the appearance of a ruined wall,
Navigators know when they are near this part, by a flat mountain, called Rowland’s
Table. A league from this ifland is that of Bonaventure, or Good Fortune 5 and at ten
leagues diftance from hence is the Ifland Mefcou, which is eight leagues round, and has ponacentur:
an excellent harbour. Near this ifland is a fountain of freth water, which rifing from the 2nd My

. - . . . . - flands.
middle of the fea, {prings into the air to a confiderable height. All thefe parts are ex-
tremely well fituated for the fithery, which are very plentiful in the neighbouring
parts of the Gulf and River; on which account, foric intelligent French writers
regret their not having fettlements here for that branch of commerce, which they juftly
prefer to the fur trade, for which, this of the fithery in thofe parts has been neglected.

In the middle of the mouth of the River St Lawrence lies the Iland of Natifkotek,
corruptly called Ausicofiz, about twenty-feven leagues in length, but very narrow, and
of no manner of utility, being deflitute of wood, barren, and without fo much asa
fingle harbour, where fhips can remain with any degree of fafety. Its coafts, how-
ever, abound in fith. It was imagined, that this ifland was not deftitute of mines;
but, from trials that have been made, this opinion appears entirely without foundation.

After pafling this ifland, you fee tie land on both fides.  On the left fhore, in Nova
Scotia, appoars a chain of very high mountains, called Monts Notre Dame, and Mount
Leuis, between which are fome valleys, formerly inhabited by favages. In the neigh-
bourhood of Aiunt Lowis the foil is very good, and there are fome French habitations.
This place is eftcemed well fituated for a fettlement, to carry on the whale fithery, and
would alfo be very convenient for {upplying thips from Ewrepe with necefluries.

On the oppofite fhore, in latitude 50° 8/, lie the Sepr Ifies, or Seven Iflands, among
which are feveral good roads, with anchorage fit for fhips of large burthen, in which Sepr 77,
they may ride fafe in bad weather. Thefe iflands the Irench navigators endeavour to
make, as foon as they have paffed by Anticoffi, taking care to avoid the rocks about
Egg Iflands, where Admiral Walker’s fleet, in the expedition to Carada, was loft,
through the ignorance of the pilot, Auguft 23, 1711.

Seventeen leagues to the South-weft of the Seven Iffands is a promontory, called
la Point des Monts Pelées, or Point of Bald Mountains, and, by {fome authors, Armont, and
Trinity Point, which navigators leave at large on their right, and for which it is proper Poins des
to keep a good look out.  Another land-mark on the Southern (hore is, the double- Mens Peles.
headed movnt:in, called Les Mamelles de Matane, or Paps of Matane, about two
leagues within land, in the wildeft country that can be imagined, being an entire medley
of fand, rocks, and impenetrable woods, but well watered, and abounding in game.

On the other fide of the river, about fix leagues from the Bald Mountains, is St Ni-
cholas, or Englifb Harbour, a very fit place for merchant fhips in bad weather. Nine
leagues from this are the dangerous breakers of Manicouagan, projeting two leagues Dangerous
from land, and famous for thipwrecks, They take their name from a river, which Breakers.
rifes among the mountains of Labrador, and afterwards forms a pretty large lake of
the fame pame, but more commonly known by that of Lake St Barnabé, and difcharges
itfelf into the river acrofs thefe breakers. In fome maps it is called /& Riviere Notr,
or the Black river. As far as this, and near fixteen leagues higher, the tides are
hardly perceivable.

Thirty-two leagues higher up is the River Saguenay, which is capable of receiving g ,imay Ri-
thips of the greateft burthen twenty-five leagues above its mouth, in entering of which ver.
you leave the port of Tadouffac on the right hand, where moft geographers have placed 7adou/a:

a city, though there is only one French houfe, and {ome huts of the favages, who bring Port.
them, at the time of felling their furrs and other commodities, and carry them off like

ftalls ata fair when they go away. Formerly, this port was for a long time the refor(lit
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4 ADESCRIPTION
e North and Eaft. The French reforted

and cliiei mart of the Indians lying towards th
i joati 3 iver c - ' and from Cana-
hither as foon as the navigation of the river was open, both from France

Ja 5 and the miffionarics took this opportu'nit): to traitic 1n t}lelf ()Wl:1 V\ﬁly.f The m‘xrt.beci
ing ended, the merchants returned to their 1cvem.l habitations, and the favages retire
with the mitlionaries, who followed them home 1n order to take a better opportunity
to finith their converfion. Tadouflac is an excellent barbour, the anchoring good,
the entrance very ealy, and they fay it is capable of a.ffordmgf1 thelter to ﬁv‘e :?nd tW?“W
men of war avainft all the winds that can blow. It is almoft roupd, and {urrounded on
all fides with rocks of a prodigious height, from which iffues a fmall rivulet Calﬁbleb()f
fapplyini the thipping with frefth water. Th'e whole couantry abounds in ?m}; ¢ ,ut
its greatelt riches, [ays Charlevoix, would certainly be the whale fithery. "The afyue’s,
(inkabitants of Bayounre, and other Sputhern parts of th/-/’Oll_‘}") n _Frzzm‘e, fqrmerly cariue}i
on this trade with /fuccefs, and there are ftill to be feenﬂon a little 1rﬂ:1n‘d which b;zu:s their
name, the remains of their furnaces, and the ribs of whales. "T'his fithery carried en
thus within the banks of a river, muft be attended with greot advantages above that dif-
tant and hazardous way of going to the coaft of Greenland, atfo much expence.

But before this I fhould have mentioned an anchoring place under the Green Jland,
on the oppofite thore of Nova Scotia, where is plenty of all forts of p{ovmons, and
fome ioneh habitations ; and that on the North thore, at Mswiiin Baude, {o cal}e_d from
a rivulet of freth water, which iffues from a rock, and is capable of turning a mill, but
the country about this latter is faid to have the moft frightto] aprearinee, and to be ut-
terly uninhabitable, for men or beafts, nor is any livine creature to be {een. .

From Tadouflac you come to the paffage of Iffe Rouge, wiich is very difficult. In
Te P order to do this with f{uccefs, vou muft firt fteer full on this ifle, in order to clear the

oint called Aux Allouettes, or Larks Point, which is at the entry of the Saguenay on
the left, and advances a good way into the river, and afterwards you tarn quite fhort ;
the South pafface is much the fafelt, The Ifle Rouge, or Red Ijland, is no more than a
rock of this colour, lying level with the water’s edge, and has been the occafion of feve-
ral thipwrecks.

At the diftance of eighteen leagues above Tadoufjac, and the fame diftance below Qye-
10w Con- P00, 18 the Ifle aux Coudres, the paffage of which 1s on the left, and very dangerous when
- dres. the wind is in the leaft unfavourable ; it is extremely rapid, narrow, and a good quarter
of a league in breadth. Before 1663, it was much eafier, but fince that an earthguake
tore up a mountain by the roots, and threw it upon the Iffe aux Coudres, which made it
more than one half bigger, and in the place where the mountain ftood there appeared a
lake, which isnow called the #hirlpso/, and not to be approached without danger. It
15 alfo practicable to take the South paffage of the fle cux Coudres, which bears the name
of M. Iberville, who firft atterapted it with fuccels, and is both eafy and without any
danger, but the general cuftom 1s to take the North channel.

Higher up appears the Bay of St Pau{, where begin the habitations on the North fide
of the river: Here are alfo forefts of pine-trees, which are much efteemed, efpecially
the red-pine, which is very beautiful and never breaks. The members of the {eminary
of Quebec are the proprictors of this Bay, where they have lately difcovered an exceeding
good lead mine.

Six leagues farther is a promontory of a prodigious height, which terminates a chain
of mountains running more than four hundred leagues to the Weftward ; this is called
. Cap Tourment, or Stormy Cape. 'Theanchorage is exceeding good here, fince the num-
Cap Towrment ber of iflands of all fizes which furround it, make it a place of very good thelter, The
Ie of 0,7, Moft confiderable of thefe, is the Ifle of Orleans, the fields of which are extremely well

ans. cultivated, and as they rife in the fhape of an amphitheatre, prefent the eye with a moft
pleafing profpet.  This ifland is about fourteen leagues raund, and was in 1676, erelt-
ed into an earldom, under the name and title of St Laurent, in favour of Francois Ber-
thelot, fecretary general to the artillery, who bought it of Francois de Laval, firft Bithop
of Quebec. 1t had in 1720, four villages, and they now reckon in it fix very populous
parithes.  Of the two channels which this ifland forms, the South is only navigable for
1fb1ps, for even {loops cannot pafs by the North channel except at high water. Thus
from Cape Tourment, you muft traverfe the river to go to Quebec, and this way has its
difficulties. ‘There are moving fands in the way, which often want water for the largeft
thips, fo that t‘hey dare not engage with them till the tide begins to flow. This em-~
barraflment might be fhunned by taking the pafs of M. Iberville. Cape Touriente,
whence they take their departure to make this traverfe, is at a hundred and ten leagues
diftance

Green ]/7(1 nd.
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dr*ance from the fea, and the water of the river ftill continues brackifli, and does not
besin to be fit for drinking till the entrance of the two paffages, or channels, of the Iile
of Orleans 5 a phenomenon difficult enough to be {olved, on account of the great rapidity
of the river, even after making confiderable allowances for the width of it.

The tides here flow regularly five hours, and ¢bb feven. At Tadoufac they ebb and
flow {ix hours alternately ; and the reflux increafes and the flux diminithes in proportion
as you go higher up the river. Twenty leagues above Quebec the flux is of three hours
continuance, and the reflux nine; higher up the tides are not perceivable.  When it is Tides.
half tide, or half high water, in the port of Tadouffac, and in the entrance of the river
Sagueray, it is only flood, that is to fay, the tide only begins to flow at Checoutimz, five
and twenty leagues higher up the fame river ; and yet it is high water in three different
places at the fame time. The caufe of this no doubt is, that the rapidity of the Ssgue-
aay, which is {till greater than that of the river St Lawrence, repelling the tide, caufes an
equilibrium, or counterpoife, between Checoutiinz, and the opening of this river into that
of St Lawrence. Further this rapidity has been at fo great a beight only fince the great
earthquake of 1663. This earthquake overturned a mountain into the river, whofe bed
it ftraitned, and formed the peninfula of Checoutimi, above vhich is the rapide,a name the
French give toa flrong current, or violent fiream, which even canoes are hardly able to
frem. The depth of the Saguwenay, from its mouth upwards as high as Checoutzinz, is
equal to the violence of the fiream. Thusno thip could come to an anchor here, had
they not the advantage of mooring or making faft by means of the trees, which cover the
banks of this river.

It hasalfo been obferved that in the gulf of St Lawrence, about cight or ten leagues
from the fhore, the tides vary according to the different pofition of the lands, and the
change of tis featons: That in fome parts they follow the winds, whilft in others they
go quite oppolite to them ; and that in the mouth of the river, at certain months of the
year, the currents fet directly feaward, and in others directly towards the land; within
the river, as high as the Seven Iflands, fixty leagues above its mouth upwards,| it never
flows on the South nor ebbs on the North fide. It is no very ealy matter to account for
this feemingly inconfiftent appearance ; the moft probable folution is by fuppofing
certain motions under water, or currents, which go and come alternately from the fur-
face to the bottom, and the contrary, like the working of a pump, and which produce
thofe irregularities.

Another fingularity is the variation of the compafs, which, in fome ports of France, Variation of
is from two to three degrees North Weft, diminifhing ftill as you approach the parallel the compals.
of the Azores illands, where it ceafes to be perceptible ; but beyond this it increafes af-
ter fuch a rate, that it amounts to twenty two degrees and more on the great bank of
Newfoundland, and afterwards decreafes, tho’ flowly, till at Quebec it is reduced to fix-
teen, and to twelve in the country of the Hurons, where the fun fets thirty three mi-
nutes later than at Quebec.

The ifle of Orleans, is a very beautiful {pot of ground, the foil fertile, and the in- Ife of 0/
habitants generally in very good circumitances. When acques Cartier firft difcovered %
this ifland, he found it covered with wild vines, whence he gave it the name of the I/
of Bacchus. But fince this navigator, who was a native of Brefagne, there arrived a
colony from Normandy, who grubbed up the vines, and turned the ground into tillage,
fo that it now produces good wheat, and excellent fruits. Some time fince they began
to cultivate tobacco, and with tolerably good fuccefs. ‘Three miles from this ifland
ftands Quebec, the capital city of all Canada.

Defeription of QU EBE C. *

QUEBEC, fo called from a word in the Algonkin tongue, fignifying a ftrait. City of Qus-
The river St Lawrence, which is generally from four to five leagues in breadth all 4+
the way, from its mouth to the fpot on which this city ftands, that is, for about a
hundred and feventy leagues from the fea, grows narrow all at once, fo that at Quebec

M

In the gulf

it
*EXPLANATIGN of t#e PLAN.
A. Refidence of the Governor-general. E. Cavalier of the Wind-mill.
B. Battery of the Fort of twenty-five Guns. F. Ur{uline Convent.

C. Notre Dame de la Vidoire, the Parith Church of the G. Recollet Convent.

Lower Town, built in Memory of the raifing of the H. The Jefuits College and Church.

Siege in 16qo. K. The Houfe of the Intendant, called the Palace, where
D. The Nuns of the Congregation, the Supreme Council of Canada aflembles,
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4 DESCRIPTION

It s not above a mile over. The Abenagur’s, a favage nation, Who_fc language is a
cialect of the Algonkin, call it Quelibec, that is to fay, concealed, or hidden, becaufe as
vou come from the little river Chaudiere, the common Paﬁgge of the favages from
Nrva Scetia, in their way to this city, the point of Leuvt, 'Wthh jetts out beyond the Ifle
of Orleans, entirely hides the fouth channel of the river St chfzf)remfz, as the Ifle c?f
Orfeans does that of the north, and you can only fee the port, which viewed from this
point appears like a large bafon. .

The tirft object that-prefents itfelf, as you enter the road, is a noble cafcade, or fheet
of water, thirty foot in breadth, and forty high, falling juft by the entry of the leffer
channel of the Me of Orleans, and firft feen from that long point, on the fouth fide of
the river, which, as I have obferved, {feems joined to the Iile of Orleans. 'This beauti-
ful piece of water is called the Fall of Montmorenc, from an admiral of that name, who
with his nephew the Duke de Ventadour, were fucceflively viceroys of this colony.

This city ftands a league higher up, and on the fame fide of the river, exactly in the
narroweft part of it. Between this and the Ifle of Orleans is a bafon a full league over
every way, that is to fay, a frefh water harbour, upon the nobleft and moft navigable
river in the univerfe, capable of containing a hundred fhips of war. The North Weft
fide of the city is wathed by the river St Charles, between which and Cape Diamond,
Quebec is fituated.  Clofe to this Cape is the anchoring place, in twenty five fathom
water, good ground, though when the wind blows hard at north eaft, fhips are apt to
drive, but without danger.

When Sauuel Champlain founded this city in 1608, the tide fometimes flowed to the
foot of the rock. Since that time, the river has by degrees retreated, and left dry
a large {pace of ground, on which the lower town is built, and at prefent, {ufficiently
elevated above the water mark, to fecure it from any fears of an inundation. The firft
thing vou meet at landing is an open place, of a moderate compafs, and irregular
form, with a row of houles in front, tolerably well built, and joined to the rock behind,
fo that they have 20 feet depth backwards. Thefe form a pretty long ftreet, which
takes up all the breadth of the ground, and extends from right to left to two paflages,
which lead to the high town. This opening is bounded on the left by a imall church,
and on the right by two rows of houfes, running parallel to each other. There is alfo
another range of buildings between the church and the port ; and along the thore, as
you goto Cape Diamond, there is a pretty long row of houfes on the edge of the bay,
called the Bay of Mozhers. 'This quarter may be looked upon as a kind of fuburb
to the Lower Town.

Between this fuburb and the great fireet, you go up to the high town, by a paflage
fo fteep, that they have been obliged to cut fteps in the rock, fo that it is only paffa-
ble to perfons on foot. Butas you go from the opening or place on the right, there
1s another way of a much gentler afcent, with houfes on each fide. In the place where
thefe two paflages meet, begins the high town towards the river, for there is alfo an-
other lower town towards the river St Charles. The firft building worthy of notice
as you afcend from the former on the right, is the epifcopal palace; the left is taken
up with private houfes. About twenty paces beyond this, you find yourfelf between
two large {quares ; that on the left, is the place of arms, adjoining to which is the fort,
the refidence of the governor general ; oppofite to this, is the convent of Recollets,
and part of the fquare is taken up with well built houfes. In this fquare, on the right,
ftands the cathedral church, which is alfo the only parifh church in the place. The
Seminary lies on one ﬁd.e, ina corner, formed by the great river, and the river St Charles.
Oppofite the cathedral is the Jefuits college, and in the fquare between, handfome build-
Ings. From the place of arms run two ftreets, crofled by a third, which form a
large fquare or ifle, entirely taken up by the church and convent of the Recollets.
The fecond fquare has two defcents to the river St Charles ; one very fteep, adjoining
to the feminary, with but few houfes ; the other near the Jelfuits enclofure, which
winds very much, has the hofpital on one fide about mid-way, and is bordered with
{mall houfes. This goes to the palace, the refidence of the intendant of the province,
On the other fide the Jefuits college, near their church, is a pretty long fltreet, in
yvhlch 1s the convent of Urfuline-Nuns. It may be remarked alfo, that the high town
15 bml‘t ona foundation of rock, partly marble, and partly {late.

Thls city hasa pretty large extent, almoft all the houfes are built of ftone, and it
contained in 1520, about feven thoufand fouls ; and in 1753, the number was compu-

ted
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ted to be 135,000 inhabitants, and goo foldiers. The church of the lower town was Churchofour
built in confequence of a vow made during the ficge of Quebec in 16go. Itis confe- {}fﬂ’;r;k
crated under the name of Owr Lady of Viclory, und ferves as a chapel of eafe to the
inhabitants of the lower town. The building is plain, its chief ornament being its neat-

nefs and fimplicity. Some fifters of the congregation are fettled between this church

and the port ; their number is four or five, and they keep a {chool.

The bithop’s palace has nothing finifhed but the chapel, and part of the building de- Bifop's pa-
figned by the plan, which is a long quadrangle ; when finithed, it will be a fine lace.
ftructure. The garden extends to the brow of the hill, and commands the road, and
has a noble and moft delightful profpect. Below appears a noble bafon, filled with
fquadrons of fhips of the largeft fize from Eurepe.  Oppofite to it, the Ifle of Orleans, peuisul
and the banks of the rivers St Lawrence and St Charles, on both fides, exhibiting a moft  profped.
enchanting medley of forefts, rivers, hills, valleys, meadows, and corn lands, fo that
fcarce any where is to be feen a terras more magnificently fituated. It is almoft incon-
ceivable what a ftriking fight there muft bz froin this promontory, were the country
about it peopled as it poflibly might be, and certainly on many accounts deferves.

The cathedral, {o far from worthy of being the metropolitan church of fo large a Cuthedsal
province, whether you look upon the exterior or internal part of the ftructure, is fcarce
fuperior to a country church in Europe. It hasa very high tower, built in a very folid
manner, and which at a diftance makes no ill appearance. The feminary which joins seminary.
the church is a large fquare, and what part of it is yet finithed, is in good tafte, and has
all the conveniencies proper for the climate. It was twice burnt to the ground, firft
in 1703, and again in October 1705, as it was juft rebuilt, fince whicli it has been
ereted a third time. From the garden you fee the road, and the river St Charles as far
as the fight can extend.

The fort is a handfome building with two wings. You enter by a fpacious an
regular court, but there is no garden, becaufe it is built on the edge of the rock. This
defect is fupplied in fome meafure by a fine gallery, with a balcony or baluftrade, which
furrounds the building. It commands the road, from the middle of which a fpeaking
trumpet may be heard, and you fee ali the lower town under your feet. Leaving the
fort, as you go towards the left, you crofs a pretty large efplanade, and by an eafy defcent
you reach the fummit of Cape Diamond, which forms a moft delightful terras.  Befides CapeDianoni
the beauty of the profpect, you breath the pureft air imaginable, and may fee numbers
of porpoifes, white as fnow, playing on the furface of the water. On this Cape alfo are
found a kind of diamonds, finer than thofe of Alengorz; and, what is fingular enough,
fome of them cut by nature every bit as well as if done by the ableft artift. The great
quantity of thefe ftones found here in former times is what gave name to this Cape :

At prefent they are very fcarce. The defcent towards the country is yet more caly
than that on the other fide of the efplanade.

The Fathers Recollets have a large and fine church, capable of doing them ho- Chuch and
nour even at Verfailles. It is neatly wainfcotted, and adorned with a large gallery, fome- ‘ii’;‘;;‘f;;”
what heavy, but the work round it, which is of wood, and is the workmanthip of a
lay-brother, is very well done.  Another brother called Father Luke has adorned it with
paintings, much efteemed by the connoiffeurs who travel this way. The convent is
anfwerable to the church, large, folid, and commodious, with a fpacious garden, kept
in good order.

The convent of the Urfuline Nuns has fuffered twice by fire, like the feminary. Conventof -
Their revenue is befides fo fmall, and the portions they receive with the young Canadian Urjil:zeNuns
ladies, fo inconfiderable, that the firft time their houfe was burnt, they were upon the
point of being fent back to France ; they have, however, found means to recover them-
felves each time, and their church is a¢tually finithed. They are all lodged ina neat
and commodious manner, the juft reward of the charadter they bear in the colony, as
well as their frugality, temperance, and induftry, in ufeful works of a good tafte proper
for the fex, fuch as guilding, and embroidering, whichare their ufual employments.

The college of the Jefuits, which has been talked of as a very fine piece of archi- Coltege and
ture, and poffibly was thought fo with fome grounds, when Quebec was no more iﬁg‘;&lig*
than an affemblage of barracks and hitts of favages, fince the city wore fo different a o
face, was become rather a foil than an ornament to it, and threatned to tumble down
everv day. It is now rebuilt with great magnificence, and juftly merits the character
it fo long bore. The garden is large and well kept, and terminated by a fmall wood, the
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veinains of that ancient foreft, which once covered the whole mpunthp.ﬂ 'Ihf: ch;i?%;}
has nothing beautiful without, buta handigmg {teeple : I't is covereéd with a‘tS? ‘1]11 v]v u;*x
it has the advantage of ali the churches in Canada, which are only roof;d ME Ip{):[ix? és.
The infide of it is highly ornamented, the gallery 1s light and bold, and has f: baluftra ;
of iron gilt, of good werkmanthip.  The pulpit 1s all gilt, tnd the v;ood alfz( uon'v;f]og
exquifite. There are three altars well placed, fome gpod pictures, the rczont n(;)t altch?«};
but its flat ceiling agreeably ornamente.d. The floor 1s .oﬁ W%Od and not ftone, whic
makes this the only church where one is tolerably warm 1n all_,@eéec. -

Howl-die.  The Hotel-dicu, or hofpital, has too great halls, appropriated to the different ft?XCS.
The beds are clean, the fick carefully attended, and every thing neat and commodx(.)us.
The church adjoins to the womens apartment, and has nothn.)g remarkable but the paint-
ings of the great altar, which are very fine. The houfe is ferved by the Nuns hofpi-
talers of St _4ur/line, and of the congregation of the mexcy of Fefus, the firft of whom
came here from Dieppe.  Their apartmenis are convenient, and as the.u' houfes'are fituated
on the declivity of the hill, onan eminence which commands the river St Charles, they
enjoy a tolerable good profpect. .

The Place. L he houfe of the intendant is called the palace, becaufe the fupreme council affemn-
ble here. It is a large building to which you afcend by a double flight of fteps. The
front to the garden, which has a profpec to the river St Charles, is much more agreea-
ble than that you enter at. The king’s magazines form the right fide of the court,
and the prifon lics behind them. The gate you enter at is hid by the mountain, on
which ftands the high town, and which, on this fide, only prefents the_eye with a
ficep and unpleafing rock. It was confiderably worfe before the fire, which reduced
it to afhes in 1726, for then it had no court, and the building adjoined to the ftreet,
which is here very narrow.

Following this ftreet, or, to {peak more properly, this road, you enter the country,
The general and about a quarter of a league diftant you find the general hofpital. This Is not
Hofpital.  only the fineft building in all Canada, but_wﬁould even do honour to any city in

Europe. 'The Recollets were formerly in pofieffion of this {pot of_ ground ; .St b alier,
Bithop of Quebec, bought it of them, removed them into the city, and laid out an
hundred thoufand crowns in the building, furniture, and endowment. The only fault
of this edifice 1s its marfhy fituation, which they had fome thoughts of amending by
means of drains cut towards the river Sz Charles ; a remedy, which thofe who have
been on the {pot believe to be exceeding difficult, if not impracticable. 'This noble
ftructure is for the reception and relief of fuch artifans, handicraftfmen, or others,
whofe great age or infirmities may have rendered them incapable of getting their living,
and fuch are always admiited, as far as the foundation will admit. This foundation is
a colony from the Hote/ Diew at Quebec, and the perfons admitted here wear a filver
crofs on their breafl, to diftinguifh them from thofe of the old foundation. Thirty
nuns, who are generally of good families, attend the fervice of this hofpital, but as
they are often poor, the bifhop their founder has given portions to feveral of them.

Quebec is not regularly fortified, but they have been long at work to render it ca-

pable of fuftaining a fiege. Its fituation renders it naturally ftrong, and it would be

Fortifications, N0 €2fy matter to reduce it in its prefent condition. The port is flanked by two
baftions, which, at the high tides of the equinoxes, are almoft even with the water.
A little higher, over the baftion towards the right, is a half-baftion, cut out of the
rock ; and above that nearer the fort, is a battery of twenty- five pieces of cannon.
Higher ftill is a fquare fort, called the Citadel ; the ways that communicate between
thefe forts are extremely rugged. To the left of the port, quite along the road, as
far as the river St Charles, are ftrong batteries of cannon and mortars,  On the angle
of the citadel, facing the city, they have built what the engineers call an Oreille de
Baflzon, from whence they have drawn a floping curtain, which joins to a very high
cavalier, on which there is a windmil fortified. As you come down from this ca-
valier, you find, within mufket-thot, a tower fortified with a baftion, and, at an equal
diftance, a fecond. The defign was to cover all this part with a counterfcarp, having
the fame angles as the baftions, and ending at the extremity of the rock, near the In-
tendant’s palace, where there is already a fmall redoubt, as there is another on
Diamond. This defign has not, it feems, been carried into execution, t}
what reafon is hard to fay,

Cape
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The pumber of inhabitants being confiderably increaled, they pafs their time Entertain-
very @oceebly,  The Governor-general, with his houthold feveral of the no- :;erﬁffn“nd “l’
bleffl-, of exceeding 7ood families ; the officers of the army, who in  Franuce
are all penteaen ;  the Intendant, with a fupremne council, and the inferior ma-
giltraccs 5 the Commiffary of the marine ; the Grand Frovoft 5 the Grand Hunter ;
the Grond Mafter of the waters and forefts, wlio has the moft extenfive jurifdiction
in the world ; rich merchunts, or fuch as live as if they were fo ; the Bithop, and a
mumerous feminary 5 two colleges of Recollets ; as many of Jefuits 5 with three Nun-
nerics ;3 amonglt all thefe you are at no lofs to find agreeable compuany, and the moft
entertaining converfation.  Add to this the diverfions of the place ; fuch as the affem-
blies at the Lady Governefs’s and Lady Intendant’s ; parties at cords, or of pleafure,
fuch as, in the winter on the ice, in fledges, or in ikaiting ; and in the fummer Iin
chaifes or canoes 5 alfo hunting, which it is impofiible not to be fond of, in a country
abounding with plenty of game of all kinds.

It 1s remurked of the Canadians, that their converfation is enlivened by an air of Charadter of
freedos., which is natural and peculiar to them ; and that thev fpeak the French in theCaradian
the 2. :uteit purity, and without the leaft falfe accent. There are few rich people in
that coleny, though they ali live well, are extremely generous and hofpitable, keep very
good tabics, and love to drefs very finely.  They are reckened well made, and to have
an exceeding fine complexion, witty in their converfation, polite in their behaviour,
and moft obliging in their manners. The Conadians bave carried the love of
arms and of glory, fo natural to their mother-country, along with them, for which
reafon, they have little of the narrow {elfith {pirit ¢t the merchant in them ; and, as
they never entertain any thought of amafling, they have therefore little to lofe ; fo that
war is not only welcome to them, but coveted with extreme ardor. It is eafy to ima-
gine the confequence of fuch neighbours to the Br7zifb colonies, immerfed in luxury, and
a prey to all the paffions which accompany eafe and riches, were the Canadians headed
by fuch generals as France has formerly had, with an ambitious and wife prince on the
throne. Great Britain therefore cannot be too watchful and expeditious to prevent the
danger, whilft her precautions are of any moment or avail to her.

Three leagues from Quebec is the Loretto of North America, a village of the Hurons, gmerican 72

in which is a chapel, built after the model of the Santa Cafa, in the city of that name in rette. ‘
Italy, decorated with an image of the Virgin Mary, taken from the ftatue in the Holy
City. This feat of the devotion of the Canadians is fituated in the moft frightful
wildernefs imaginable, and famous for the refort of the devotees of thofe parts, who,
whether through fancy or religion, are faid to be feized with a certain facred horror,
‘which is not to be refifted, as alfo for the piety of the inhabitants, This village was
formerly very populous, but difeafes, or fome other unknown caufe, which has almoft
annihilated all the favage nations of North America, have very much reduced the num-
ber of its inhabitants.

Seven leagues from the capital is the Pornt aux Trembles.  This is one of the better Point oux
fort of parifhes in this country. The church is large, and well built, and the inhabi- Trembles.
tants live very comfortably. In general, the old fettlers here are richer than the lords
of the manors ; the reafon of which is, that thefe latter being incapable of improving
their eftates themfelves, as being heads of communities, officers, or gentlemen, who
wanted the neceffary funds for fuch an undertaking, were obliged to let them out to
other fettlers at a very fmall quit-rent, fo that the revenue of a lord, who has an eftate
of two leagues in front, and an unlimited depth, is very inconfiderable.

After travelling feventeen leagues farther, you come to the habitation of a Frexch
gentleman in New England, fituated on the river Becancourt, formerly Riviere Puante,
or the Stznking River, fo called from the defeat or total extermination of the Iroguef River andvil-
nation, anciently called Onnmoncharonnons, by the Algonkins, which happened in thislage of Be-
river, the waters of which were infeed by the great number of the dead bodies of ™"
thofe who fell on this occafion. Begancourt, which is a village of the Abenaguis, is
far from being fo populous as it has been fome years. Thele Indians are reckoned
the beft French partifans in the whole country, and were always very forward in making
inroads into the inland parts of New England, where the terror of their name has
fometimes given alarms to Boffor itfelf. They were equally ferviceable to the Fremch
againft the Iroguois, being not inferior in courage to thofe favages, and far beyond them
in point of difcipline, They are all Chriftians, and were remarkably devout when

D newly
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newly converted ; but the enchantment of brandy, which they never dr.mItE l}mt with a
defign to get drunk, has not only, fay the miffionaries, abated the fervour of their piety,
but made them draw nearer to the FHuglifh {ettlements, amongft whom the deformity

of this vice has no fuch effe¢ts. Eight leagues farther is the town called

" TROIS RIVIERES, or THREE RIVERS,
that can be imagined. It s built on a fandy decli-
o more than that which will be juft

10

in the moft charming fituation

vity, but the whole extent of barren ground is n that w /
fufficient to contain the place when it grows tolerably large, which is not its cafe at

prefent. Excepting this fingle difadvantage, it is furrounded wgth’ Zvlery thing ;hat ¢an
render a city delightful and opulent. A‘ river half a leggue in breadth runs clefe ungier
it, beyond that you have the profpect of a moft be-.}ultlful country, the fields of which
are extremely fertile, well cultivated, and crowned with the n.obleﬁ forrefls in the uni-
verfe. A little below, and on the fame fide of the city, the river St Lawrence receives
into it a very fine river, divided into three branches, from whence it takes the name of
Trois Rivieres, i )

Defeription The city or town of Trois Rivieres, contains but about feven or elght.hu.ndre'd

of the town, perfons, and has fome mines in its neighbourhood, VthCh are capable of en.rlchmg it
whenever they fhall think fit to work them. The fituation is what renders it of great
importance, and it is one of the nobleft eftablifhments in the colony. Ig has conﬂ‘a{ltly
been the feat of a governor from the firft planting of Canada, who Les a thoufand
crowns falary for himfelf, befides his houthold. Here 1salfo a convent of Recollets,
a handfome church, where thefe fathers officiate, and a very fine hofpital adjoiniag to
the convent of the Urfuline Nuns, in number of forty, whofe office it is to attend it.
This is another foundation of de St Valier, Bithop of Quebec, as early as the year 1650.
The fenechal, or lord fteward, of New France, whofe jurifdiction has fince been abforbed
by the fuperior council and intendant of Quebee, had formerly a licutenant at the Yhree
Rivers. At prefent this city has a court of jufticiary in ordinary, the prefident of which
is a lieutenant general of the king’s forces. This city was anciently, that is] in the firft
beginning of the colony, greatly reforted to for the fake of trade by difterent Indian
nations, and particularly the moft northern, who ufed to come down by the Three
Rivers. The conveniency of the place, joined to its great trade, was what determined
feveral French to fettle here, and the nearnefs of Richelien River, then called Lroguors
River, induced the governor general to build a fort, in which he placed a flrong
garrifon. 'This poft was regarded in thofe days as one of the moft important in all
Canada. But fome time after, the Indians growing weary of the continual vexation of
the Iroquois, from whofe ravages the French themfelves were hardly fafe, all the paflages
being thut up by that nation, who conftantly lay in ambuth about them, fo
that the Canadian Indians could hardly think themfelves fecure under the cannon of
the fort, left off bringing their furs. The Jefuits, with their profelytes, retired to Cape
Magdalen, three leagues below ; but, whether by the inconftancy natural to thofe I~
dians, or through a long feries of wars and difeafes, which have almoft deftroyed this
infant church, this miffion was of no long duration. There is, however, fill here a
troop of Algonguins, baptized in their infancy, but who have nothing more of Chrifti-
anity about them.

LakeSsPerer  1'wo leagues from Trois Rivieres begins lake St Pefer, about three leagues broad,
and five long, {o that the fight has nothing to confine it on that fide, where the beams
of the fetting fun feem to fink into the water. This lake, which is nothing but the
widening of the river St Lawrence, receives into it feveral other rivers that by con-
tinual encroachments on the low lands near their mouths help to form this lake, which
no where 1s fo deep as the river St Lawrence, but in the middle, the other parts being
navigable only for canoes, and that with fome difficulty. To make amends for this
defe&, it is full of feveral forts of the moft excellent fith.

Crofs Lake St Peter, on the New England fhore, lies the canton of Sf Francis.

Richelisn Ifes At the Weﬁprn extremity of the fame lake appears a prodigious multitude of iflands,
called Richelien Iflands 5 and on the left, as you come from Quebec, fix others on the
coaft of a bay, into which difcharges itfelf a very fine river, that takes its rife in the
neighbourhood of New York.  The iflands, the river, and all the country which it wa-
ters, bear the name of S§¢ Francis, Each of thefe iflands is a good quarter of a league

long,
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long, but their breadth is various ; thofe of Richelicn are the largeft. All of them
formerly abounded in deer of feveral forts, goats, and otters ; great quantities of game,
and a vaft profufion of fith, both in the river and in the lake near it.

The foil of this canton, if one may judge of it by the trees it bears, and by the
little already cultivated, is exceeding good. The inhabitants, however, are far from
being rich, and would be reduced to the laft degree of indigence, were they not fup-

orted in fome meafure by the trade they carry on with the neigl.=ouring Indians.

Thefe are the Abenaguis, and amongflt them {ome Algonkins, Sokokies, and Makin-
gans, otherwife called Zolfs. Their village lies on the banks of the river Sz Francis,
about two leagues from its mouth, and in a moft delightful fituation. The French
give them the character of being very docile, being all of them Chriftians, and moft
aftectionate to their nation,

This whole country has been for a long time the theatre of many a bloody fcene, as it
was the moft expofed to theinroads of the enemy, whilft the war with the Jroguozs

IxY

lafted. 'Thele Indians ufed to come down by the Iroguoss river that falls into the river Zoguois fince
St Lawrence, a little higher than the lake St Pefer, on the fame fide with that of St ¢, now

Francis, and for that reafon it bore their name ; fince that the French have called it river,

Sorel, and now Richliew river. The ifles of Richlicu ferved them as fit places to lie Ifes of Ric-

in ambuth, or for a retreat, but fince this way has been thut up by the French fort Sorel,
built at the mouth of the river, they have changed their rout, coming over land above and
below it, principally directing their motions to the canton of St Francis, where they
found the fame conveniency of plundering and ravaging the country, and where they
have perpetrated the moft horrid cruelties.

In this manner they over-ran the whole country, which obliged the inhabitants to TC{'"POWY

build a kind of fort in each parifh, to ferve for a retreat in cafe of an alarm. In
thefe forts, which were only fo many large enclofures, fenced with pallifadoes, with
redoubts in proper places, are centinels, who keep watch night and day, and fome
picces of {mall cannon, to give the fignal to the inhabitants to be upon their guard, or
for affiftance in cafe of an attack. The church and the manor-houfe were generally
in thofe. places of fecurity, the remaining fpace being to receive the women, children,
and cattle, Weak as thefe fortrefles are, they have generally anfwered the end they
were built for, none of them having ever been forced by the Iroguoss, againft whofe
infults and fury they were intended. Thefe favages have rarely fo much as attempted
to keep them blockaded, or, if they ever did, as they have no regular method
for reducing any place, it has always been without fuccefs.

The paffage between Montreal and Quebec is about fixty leagues, and affords, the Delightful in:
nobleft and moft delightful profpedt imaginable. In the fummer you travel by water landvoyage.

in canoes, at which feafon the weather is fine. It is impoffible to exprefs the pleafure
that arifes from the fight of an infinity of pieces of water and channels, formed by almoft
innumerable iflands, and of the banks of the river on both fides, that are covered with
large forefts, and, like fo many theatrical fcenes, are varying every moment. In
winter, if the pleafure of the profpe&t is leflened by that univerfal whitenefs which
covers all nature, and hides that beautiful variety of colours that makes the country
fo enchanting in thé fine feafon, you have fome amends made you by the conveniency of
travelling in fledges, and in the novelty of feeing this noble river become as firm and
paflable as the Continent. Towards Quebec the {oil is very good, but the profpect ex-
tremely infipid, and, what is an additional difadvantage, the weather is in thefe parts
very fevere ; for in proportion as you come down the river, as it runs North, the cold
{till encreafes.

Quebec ftands in 46 degrees, 48 minutes, North latitude ; the city of Trois Rivieres, 1, udes of

in 46 degrees and 24 minutes, and Montreal in 45 degrees, 45 minutes. The river Quebe,

makes a turn towards the South a little above Lake St Pefer, fo that you no fooner pafs
the iflands of Richlieu, than you feem tranfported into another climate : The air becomes
milder, the land not fo wild and rugged, the river much finer, and its banks much
more charming and delightful. From time to time you meet with iflands, fome of
them inhabited, others in that naked fimplicity of charms in which nature has left
them, and all forming the nobleft profpe@s imaginable.
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4 DESCRIPTION
MONTREAL,; o VILLE MARIE,

is fituated on the ifland of Montreal, fix leagues and a half in length fr(\)Ill Eaft
to Weft, and near three leagues over in the broadedt part. The mountain from which
it has its name, and on which the city is built, ftands at an equal diftance from both
ends, and about half a league from the banks of the river St Lawrence on the South
ﬁdc‘of thf; ifland. The.city was called Ville Marie by the founders, and that name
it {till retained in all public acts, and by the lords, or proprietors, who are very jealous
in this point. The Superiors of the feminary of St Sulpzcius are not only proprietors
of the city, but of the whole ifland.  Wherefore as the foil here is not only excellent
but all in cultivation, and the city full as populous as Quebec, this figniory, or lord{hip’
may very juftly b¢ reckoned worth fix of the beft in Canada, and in general the peoph;
are very happy under thefe malfters.

The city is cxtremely well built, the flreets very well difpofed, the fituation
very commodious, and the profpect exceeding agreeable. 'The view of the adjacent
country is no lefs pleafing. It had formerly no fortifications, except an en-
clofure of a fingle pallifade vyith baftions of the fame nature, kept in very bad order ;
and a very poor redoubt, which ferved for an outwork, joined by a gentle declivity toa
{mall fquare, and was the firft objet that faluted you as you came from Quebec. B

. . . 0\" y e-
fore, it was quite defencelefs, and equcly expefed to the infults of the £ng//b and
%d%af/z‘s, till thelChsvaIier de Callicres, brother to one of the plenipotentiaries at the f ce
of Ryfwic, enclofed it in this manner whillt he wa -, Si is time, it is
{2id to have been walled in, and mgg;rczv 1bl Cf:" }N S - e T s

nv . pable of fuftaining a regular fiege, but I have
fince learnt, that in 1756 the only appearance of any fortification in this place was a
cavalier without a parapet, and about fourtcen guns without carriages.
. {quztrfﬂl is an o‘c.)lc.Jng fquare or qgadrangle, and ftands on the banks of the river St
awrence. It is divided into the High and Low Towns, tho’ the afcent from one to
the other 1s fcarce perceivable. The hotcl-dieu, or hofpital, the king’s magazines
and' plac,:e of arms, are in the Lower Town, and moft of the merchants have thegir hoiz,
fesin this part. In the higher are the feminary, the parochial church, the convents o;'
the Recollets, Jefuits, and the fifters of the congregation, together with the houfes of
the governor, and moft of the officers of the garrifon. Beyond a rivulet, which cc e
frgm the North Weft, and bounds the city on that fide, is the 110)( ital GJOD’ICIS
Wgh }fcve}-al private houfes. And on the right, beyond the convent of fhe R?é(?ﬁ:s’
which is fituated at the extremity of the cit th i i ’
T Eih ) uaed oF the Sir Ver;r X quartlg on the fame fide, beginsa kind of {fuburb,

The Jefuits have but a fmall convent here; b i i

. 5 t
built, The 1(]:onvent of the Recollets is morerfpaci;lus thaerig fl?: rcc(?mi;ulr?irglcnzlmd well
merous. The femi {t i - ity i A
built it, were more g?tre):)t ggdrsnzlitr}:ge icte?otﬁil erugh:oxcllitr}r’n;d?nd y ﬁppears t}}at thofe who
may, however, perceive fomething about it, which carr;:;l Z’nt o frr?gm.ﬁcent. You
the lord of the manor : It adjoins to the parochial church, whi Lot dignity worthy of
?eur of a cathedral, than that of szebecp The noblgcai,r V(Zf ltclil hta ¥ m?re O'f}zhe SHe
emnity and modefty of th ip, infpi s jemple with the fo-
obiect }(’)f Y y of the worfhip, infpire an aweful refpect for that deity who is the

The houfe of the daughters of the Co i

J . ngregat ’ . ..
notwithftanding too fmall for the communigty,ga 'lli)}rli,stiotho?le of1 thfc largeft in the city, is
viciate of an inftitute, which had its birth in New Fr caead o 'the order, and the no-
dation. The Hotel-Dieu is ferved by thefe ﬁﬁersmn}?” ﬁa n | Js.a very noble foun-
La Fléche in Anjou. You fee nothing of their povert , thef hl{t of whom came_ ffom
either in their hall, which is large and Wellpfurnif)}’;e‘év i far'from being affected,
very fine and richly ornamented; or in their houfe ;V(I)]r. I}T'thelr 1ChuFCh’ which is
commodious ; but they are very indifferently provi ded fol-C. 1s wfel built, neat, and
though they are indefatigable both in the educati e i refpect to their table,
attending the fick. 1on ot the youth of their fex, and in

The Hofpital General i i
Gf wih fog]e perfon;aremej{ ;tbsl :f}gll‘altx}f]hr_nen.t to one Charron, who had affociated him-
charity, but alfo for 1di el pictys not only for promoting this work

y providing the countr {h °© rk of
to the boys, what the Daugh?ers of the %Parl €S_W1th fChOOI‘—maﬁerS’ who fhould be
of their own fex. But hi of ongregation were, with refpet to the youth

this affociation foon came t h : Y
S o nothing, and the Sieur Charron

VWas
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was left by himfelf.  This did not, however, difcourage him ; he expended the re-
mainder of his fortune, and procured the affiftance of fome powerful perfons, and had
the pleafure, before he died, to fee his proje@ paft all danger of mifcarrying, at leaft
with refpet to the Hofpital General, which is a very fine building, as is its church,
which is no way inferior to it. &

The great traffic for furs, after the city of Trois Rivicres ceafed to be {requented by
the Indians of the North and Weft, was, for fome time, carried on at Montreal, whither
thofe favages reforted, at certain times, from all parts of Canada ; fo that there was kept
a fort of fair, which drew multitudes of French to this city. The Governor-general
and Intendant honoured it with their prefence, and made ufe of this opportunity to
compofe any differences that might happen to arife between their allies. 'The
place is fill frequented by the Canadian Indians, who often come hither in Trade for
companies, but not by far in fuch numbers as formerly, the war of the frrgis7s hin- furs in decay.
dering the great concourfe of thofe nations. In order to remedy this evil, magazines,
with forts, have been erected in moft parts of the country, with a commandant, and
a garrifon, ftrong enough to fecure the merchandize. The fudians are always fond of
a gunfmith, and amongft {everal of them there are miffionarics.

In 1688, fome chiefs of the Five Nations, fent on an embafly to the Irench go-
vernor at Montrcal, were, through his perfidy, intercepted at one of the falls on Cadura-
gui River by the Dinondadics, their enemies. This outrage and indignity againft the
rigbts of ambaffadors, animated the confederates to the keeneft thirft after revenge ; and
on the 26th of Fuly they landed 1200 of their men on the South fide of the ifland of
Montreal, while the French were 1n perfet fecurity ; burnt their houfes, facked their
plantations, anl put to the fword all the men, women, and children without the fkirts
of the town. One thoufand French were flain in this invafion, and twenty-iix carried off,
and burnt alive. Many more were made prifoners in another attack in OcZober follow-
ing, when the lower part of the ifland was wholly deftroyed.  Only three of the con-
federates were loft in this fcene of mifery and defolation. Never did Canada {uftain
fuch a heavy blow, the news of which no fooner reached Fort Fronzenac, than the gar-
rifon abandoned that fort with fuch precipitation, that one of the battoes, with the fol-
diers and crew, were all loft in fhooting a fall.  In this calamity all the Tndzans in alliance
with the French deferted them, except the two tribes of the Nepicirinians and Kika-
bous ; the Outawars and {even other nations inftantly made peace with the Englih,
and, but for the uncommon abilities and addrels of the Sieur Perrof, the Weftern In-
dians would have murdered cvery Frenchman among them. Nor did the diftreffes of
the Canadians end there : numerous parties from the Five Nations continually infefted
their borders, and the frequent depredations they committed, prevented them from
cultivating their fields. At the fame time, a famine raged throughout all Canada ; fo
that nothing but the ignorance of the Indians in the art of attacking fortified places
faved this country from being entirely ruined. It was therefore ifortunate for the
French, that the Indians had no afliftance from the Engli/l, and as unfortunate for us,
that our colonies were then incapable of affording fuccours to the confederates, through
the malignant influence of thofe unnatural meafures which were purfued under the
reign of King Fames 11.

Between the ifland of Montreal and the continent, on the North fide, 15 another
ifland, five leagues in length, and full one league over in the broadeft part. This was
at firlt called the Ifland of AMontmagny, in honour of a Governor-General of Canada,
but was afterwards given to the Jefuits, who named it the Jfle of Fefus, which laft 15 . e
appellation it ftill keeps, though it has fince fallen into the hands of the directors of
the Seminary of Quebec.

The channel which feparates the two iflands is called La Riviere des Prairies, or, the
River of the Meadows, from the fine meadows which lic on both fides of it.  The courfe of Ei"e’ ofdlea-
it is a little embarraffed by a rapid or ftrong current, called the Fatl of the Recoller, ™"
in memory of a Monk of that order drowned in it. The Ecclefiaftics of the Semi-
nary of Montreal had, for a long time, a miflion amongft the Indians near this place,
which they have fince removed.

The third arm of the river is {o taken up with a number of iflands, that there is .
almoft as much land as water. This channel is called tbe Thoufand Ifles, or St j‘clm’sg;}“;‘;l?“’“:
River. At the extremity of the Ifle of Fefus is the little ifland Brzard, fo calledf from

E a former
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( officer, and a little higher towards the South, you

a former proprictor, who was a Swzfs :
find the Mland Perrof, fo called from the firft governor of Monts eal, who was of
. 1s very good land. The

this name. This ifland is about one league 1n length,' and . s
ifland Bizard terminates the Lake of the Two Mountains, and the ifland Perrot fepa«

rates the fame lake from that of S# Louss, . . )

Lie of the The Luke of the two Meuntains is properly the opening of' the great river, called

taeo bow- the River of the Qutawals, into the River S¢ Lawrence, which bounds Canada on

jm”and " the Soath. This Lake is two leagues long, and very near one league and a half in
breadth. The lake of S¢ Leuis is fomewhat fmaller, and is indeed no more than a

widening of the River 87 Lawrence. The {oil is excellent all this way.

s Binard

and Porrot.

Jragueis vil- But the chief defence of Montreal, and all the country about it were two \f)llnges
hae. 1o of Trogucis Chriftians, and the fort of Chambly, an incroachment in the province of
- Hiage o1 2

Pilopse . New York. The firft of thofe villages is that of the Fall of St Leuis, fituated on the

heuis. continent towards the South, and three leagues above Alitrec/.  This village is
extremely populous, and has always been reckoned one of Fhe ftrongeft barriers of
the Erench againft the unconverted Iroguois, and the Englifh of New York. ~The
fitvation has been twice removed. Its fecond ftation, eftablithed in 1708, .(about a
league from the former) isnear arapid current, called the Fall ¢f St Leuis, which name
it ftill preferves, though it flands at a confiderable diftance from it, It appears to be
now fixed for ever, and the church and convent of the Jefuits are, in their kind, two
of the fineft edifices in all Canads.  Its fitvation is quite charming, The river is very
broad here, and is interfperfed with feveral iflands, the profpeét whereof has a very
fine cffect. The Ile of Mourreal forms the perfpetive on one fide, the view having
nothing to confine it on the other, as the Lake Sr Louis, which begins a little higher,
extends itfelf beyond the fight.

\‘"Z/“ of tte The fecond village is called the v//lage of the Tawo Mountains, becaufe it ftood for along

S time on the double-headed mountain, which has given its name to the whole ifland.
It is fince removed to the Full of the Recollet y and it ftands at prefent on the Terra
Firma, near the Weftern exuemity of the ifland. The Ecclefiaftics of the Seminary
nf Montreal have the government of it.  The inhabitants were once fomous for their
courage and piety, till the avarice of fome dealers introduced the trade of fpirituous
liguors amongft them, which has done as much, if not more, mifchief here, than at
the miffions of S¢ Francis and Begancoust.

CADARAQUI, o IROQUOIS RIVER,

belonging to the Six Nations, {eized by the French, and by them called S¢ Lawrence River,
begins at what they call the Cafcades, 2 rift, clofe by the upper end of the ifle Perret,
Which {eparates Lake St Louis from that of the fwo Mountains, In order to thun this
rift, youkeepa little to the right hand, and are obliged, in a particular place, called
Lo Trox Rift, Lo¢ Troue, or the Hole, to let the canoes pafs through it empty : They are artcivurds
hauled on thore, and carried, with all the baggage, on men’s thoulders, for abeut half
a quarter of a league higher. This is done with a view to avoid a fecond 1iit, called
Buifon Rift. le Eugjwz, the Bufb, which is a fine fheet of water, falling from a flat rock, «bout
half a foot abeve the level of the water under it. It is poffible to fave pailengers
all this trouble and fatigue, by deepening the channel of a river, which izlls into
another {cmewhat higher than the cafcade ; an affair of a very trifling expence.

Above the Buifin the river is a quarter of a league in breadth, and the land
on both fides covered with fine woods, and is, befides, extremely fertile. It is long
. fince the. grounds on the Northern bank have been begun to be cleared ; and it would
;?al;c;:o?o%& be no difficult undertaking, to make a high-way from the point near the ifland of
Montreal, as far as the bay called /z Galette.” By this means forty leagues of an extremely

difficult and tedious navigation, occafioned by the rifts in the river, might be faved.
Codar e T hree leggues herce, from /e Trou, is another rift, called the Cedar Hill R:ft, from the
great quantity of cedars formerly growing near this place. A fourth rift, two leagues
8t Francisxift and a half hence, is called the rift of S¢ Francss, from whence to Lake St Francis &you
have only half a league. This lake is feven leagues in length, and almoft three in
breadth, where broadeft. The land on both fides is low, but appears to be of an

excellent

Cafcades.
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excellent foil. The rout from Montreal hither lies a little towards the South-Wef,
and the Lake of S# Francis runs Weft-fouth-weft, and Eaft-north-eaft.

From hence you come to the Chefiaux du lac, for thus are called thofe chan- Chefmaux du
nels formed by a clufter of iflands, which take up almoft the whole breadth of %%
the river in this place. The foil feems here extraordinary good, and never was prof-
pe&t more charming than that of the country about it.

The moft remarkable falls here are that of the Mouliner, which is even frightful to Moulize:Full.
behold, and exceeding difticult to get through ; and that called the Long Ful, half a
league in length, and paffable only to canoes half loaded. The next you come to is
called the Flar Rift, about feven leagues above the Long Fua/l, and five below that m, Ris.
called /es Galots, which js the laft of the falls. La Guaierte lies a league farther, and 1o Gaser,
one can never be weary of admiring the extraordinary beauty of the country, and of Fall-
the noble forefts, which overfpread all the lands about this bay and La Galette, parti-
cularly the vaft woods of oaks of a prodigious height.

A fort would perhaps be better fitvated, and much more neceffary at La Galette, , . at La
than at Cadaraqui, for this reafon, that not fo much as a fingle canoe could pafs widiout Gaerre ad-
being feen; whereas at Cadaragui, they may ealily fail behind the ifles, without viicable.
being percetved at all.  The lands, moreover, about /z Galette are excellent, whence
there would be always plenty of provifions, which would be no {mall faving. And,
befides, a veflel could very well go from /o Galette to Niagara in two days with a
fair wind.  One motive for building the fort at Cadaraqui was, the conveniency of
trading with the Iroguois.  But thole Indians would as willingly come to la Galette as
to the other place. Their way, indeed, would be much longer, but then it would
fave them a traverfe of eight or nine leagues on the Lake Ontario; not to mention,
that a fort at /a Galette would fecure all the country lying between the great river of
the Outawais and the River St Lawrence ; for this country is inacceffible on the fide
of the river, on account of the rifts, and nothing is more practicable, than to defend
the banks of the great river ; at leaft, thefe are the fentiments of thofe fent by the
court of France to vifit all the diftant pofts of Canada.

One league and a half from La Galette, on the oppolite fhore, at the mouth of the Lo ™wfnta
Ofwegatchi River, the French have lately built the fort La Prefeatation, which commands %o Foit
that river, and keeps open a communication by land between Lake Champlain and
this place.

Four leagues above La Prefentation is the ifle called Tonibata, about half a league in Tenibatalle.
length, and of a very good foil. An Iroquois, called by the French writers, for what
reafon we are not told, the Quaker, a man of natural good fenfe, and much at-
tached to the French nation, had, as chey fay, got the domain of this ifland of a Count
of Frontenac, the patent of which, it feems, he was proud of fhewing to any body.
He fold his lordfhip for a gallon of brandy, referving, however, the profits to himfelf,
and taking care to fettle eighteen or twenty families of his own nation upon this ifland.

It is ten leagues from hence to Cadaraqui ; and, on your way to this place, you
pafs through a fort of Archipel*, called the Thoufand Ifles, and there may poffibly be
about five hundred. From hence to Cadaragui they reckon four leagues. The river Thoufand Yfes
here is freer and opener, and its breadth haif a league. On the right are three large

and deep bays, in the third of which ftands

Long Fall.

Iroginis pro-
prictor.

FORT CADARAQUI, o FRONTENAGC,

which is one hundred and fifty miles from Montreal, and three hundred miles from .
. . . rontenac fort
Quebec, was built by Count Fronmtenac, governor of Canada in 1672, at the time
the crowns of England and France were united in a treaty to deftroy the Dufch. At
the fame time the French were in amity with the Iroguois, or Five Nations, and the
Count prevailed with them to allow him to build a trading houfe at Cadaragui, and un-
der that pretence he built a fort, to which he gave his own name Frontenac. ‘The fort
s a fquare, with four baftions, built of ftone, and is about a quarter of a league in
E 2 circuit,

* Archipel is a trancated word for drchipelago, the mo-  you meet with a clufter of ifles, to be called Archipel, which
dern appellation of the Egeum Mare, Egzan fea of the 1s fometimes alfo, as it is here, applied to the aggregate of
ancients, feparating Greeee from Afia, and full of iflands, iflands, its contents.
which property has occafioned a narrow fea, or firait, where
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The {ituation of it is in latitude 44, 17, and has fom_?t!““g_ Ver_ljflhlggfeeajl)le,
Jich is a good haven-. The banks of the river }.Al}b)!“.”‘.? every
where a beautiful landfcape and of a glicat Va[g?(??ntas does the entry of the lake Oa-
. . . . 3 o 11T .
zario, _WbICh Is at no‘mow’ tlléa?h:e‘;]t(l)';fwczagfgfhe Lake without a fuperior fleet, becaufe

This place cannot C?'mng with ilunds of different fizes, all of them covered with
the river here 1 mﬁtr:ir 9641 : fail bx un‘difcovered. Thus fome of the garrifon of Cfaregs
WOOd’, and a{lt}]izeoces;lnxl}]’elle boa};s into the river St Lawrence, and returned without
;Jljzilnz'basl;howyeéél by t};e French. ‘The harbour is frozen up at leaft four months in the
v«:a.r;o and s fometimes extremely endangered by 1ce in thfél fprmg.J gllc}ﬁiugtlo? of
this place is unhealthy by reafon of the marfhes that iulroglil 1t, fﬂm‘{t‘he P:')r' ]IS\TO no -
fecurity to Canada, but is advantagcous for the fur trade wit thofe ?w_-t ¢ Five 1 ations
who live near the like, and is a very important place in an active war: with the
froquois, as being properly firuated for affembling fc’)rces defigned to act ag'eimf’c them,
and to intercept their hunters as they return fl'Ol? Skaniaderade, by the Eaft end of
Lake Ontario. The French alfo have, by means of this fort, obliged .the Five Nations
to retire from their lands on the North Weft fide of the river Drequcss, between Fron-

- Montreal.
m{{]ﬂil?gm Nations in the war with the French, in Fuly 1688, when they fack.ed
orcat part of the ifle of Montreal, and in Oétober following compleated the deftinction
of the ifland, except t.e city, occafioned the i"/'f';zc/y garrifon at Frontenac to de-
ftroy the two barks they had on Lake Owntario, built by the M. de la Salle, and aban-
don the fort by the governor’s order.  But in their precipitate flight, the match they
had 1=ft to Llow up the magazine, and one of the baftions, mifled its effect. Fifty
Trogusis entered the fort, where they found twenty eight barrels of powder, and other
ftores, which they took away, and Ic:t the fort a little damaged and empty. It remained
in this condition, abandoned both by the french and Indicns, 6l the re-inftating Count
Frontenac in the government of Carada, in 1639, That winter feveral voung gentle-
men and Indian traders came from Quebec, and extended their incroachments to this
place, and repaired fome little damages the Indians had done, and eftablithed themfelves
in this fort. In 1699 the confederates, or Five Nations, concluded a peace with the
Count, and the French have ever fince kept pofletlion of Fromtenac aund the country
from thence to Moitreal.

Foowesae ta.  The French continued in poffeffion of this place till 1758, when Major Gene-

ken by Col. pal _Abercromby, commander in chief of the Britzfb forces in North merica, detached

Fradret. 1 jeutenant Colonel Bradfireet, with 154 Regulars, 2491 Provincials, 27 of the Royal
Regiment of Artillery, 61 Rangers, 500 Batteau men, and 70 Didzans, inall 3 103 men,
including officers, and on Augw/t 25, he landed his troops within a mile of Fort Fron-
fenac without oppofition, and the garrifon furrendered prifoners of war on the 27th.—
It was a {quare fort of 100 yards the exterior fide, and had in it 110 men, fome wo-
men, children, and Indians ; 6o pieces of cannon (half of which were mounted) 16
mortars, and an immenfe quantity of provifions and goods, for their Weftern garrifons, the
Indians, and to fupport their armies, valued at £00,000 livres.—Nine veflels from eight
to eighteen guns, which was all the French had on the Lake Ontario, one of which
Licutenant Coloncl Bradffreet took richly laden, and fent another to Ofwego; the feven
others, with the provifions, fort, artillery, ftores, &, are burnt and deftroyed.

This fort was one of the principal marts the French had in North America for a
trade with the Indians, who came from the nioft remote parts, and took off a great
quantity of coarfe woollen goods, fuch as ftrouds and duffils, with guns, hatchets,
knives, hoes, kettles, powder and fhot ; befides fhirts, and cloaths ready made, iron
and brafs work, and trinket of all forts, with feveral other articles, in exchange for
all forts of furs.

Soil. The foil from La Galette, as far as this place, is bat indifferent, which quality how-
ever belongs only to the lands lying on the banks of the river, for higher up, that is
nearer the fort, it is exceeding gocd.

Ufe of Fort Behind the fort is a morafs, full of all manner of game, which affords plenty of

Frontenac. provition and amufement to the garrifon. There was formerly a great trade carried
on here, chiefly with the Iroguois ; and the reafon for building the fort on this fpot
was, to draw them to the French, to keep them in awe, and to hinder them from

carrying

circuit,
beinz on a penmfula, near wi
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carrying their furs to the Englifh. But this traffic did not continue long, and the
fort has not been able to prevent thofe Indians from doing that nation abundance
of mifchief. They have flill, however, {everal families fettled without its walls ; and
there are alfo fome of the Sififagucz, an Algonquin nation, which have a village
on the Weftern banks of the Lake Ontario, another at Niagars, and a third in
the Narrows, or Detrozt.

In the middle of the river is a very pleafant ifland, called the Ifland of Hogs, from ﬁ%f:fﬁg;
the multitude of thofe animals bred on it. Two others, named Cedar Ifland, and Deer
dfland, lie a little below this; about half a league’s diftance from each other. The Bay
of Cadaraqui is double, occafioned by a Cape very near its middle, and advancing pretty
far into the water, under which is very good anchoring for large barks. M. de la Salle,
fo famous for his difcoveries and misfortunes, who was formerly Lord of Cadaraqui,
and Governor of the fort, built three or four barks here, which have been fince funk,
and are ftill to be feen under water.

The following Account of the Navigation of the River St Lawrence, from
Lake Ontario z0 the Ifle of Anticolli, is given by a Gentleman who lately
made that ¥Voyage.

R OM Niaouenfe to Montreal 65 leagues, navigable only with battoes and ca-
noes. The river from the lake Ontario to La Galette is ftill water., From La
Galette to the upper end of lake St Francis, and from the lower end of lake St
Francis to the church of the Cedar Hills, are feveral long rapid rifts, but in moderate
weather may be pafled through without landing, with good pilots : From the church of
the Cedar Hills crofs the point Le T7ou, there is a carrying place of about fix or feven
miles, in coing up they are obliged to half unload their battocs, the rifts being very ra-
pid, and, in time of floods, dangerous. The pilots muft be well acquainted with the
channels. Below the lake St Lewrss, about 12 miles above Montreal, there is a long,
rapid rift, called St Lewis Fall, it is {everal miles long, they keep near the fouth fide,
and run in a {trait line till they pafs the mill, then they muft make feveral thort traverfes
to humour the current and channel.  This rift muft not be attempted by ftrangers.
From Montreal to Quebec 60 leagues, navigable with vefiels of forty or fifty tons.
In this paflage there are thoals in many places, even the battoes run often a-ground ; a
ilot is therefore abfolutely neceflary. The moft dangerous are fome rocky fhoals op-
pofite to the church of St Aunne’s below the Three Rivers. 'The veflels muit keep near
the fouth fide, after they have pafled the church ; many of the rocks appear above wa-
ter in clufters, which at a diftance look like flocks of ducks.

From Quesec down the river.

At Quebec they build feventy gun fhips. Common nip tides rife fixteen feet,
The firft danger is in making the traverfe at the lower end of the Ifle of Orleans, which
muft not be attempted without a fair gale, enough of day light, anda good pilot. The
next danger is at the #/birlpool, between the ifland of Coudres and the Continent, where
the tide of flood throws the thips athore on the fouth fide, and the tide of ebb upon the
north fide, fo that the paffing of it muft not be attempted without a fair leading gale,
frong enough to flem the tide. When they get below this place the pilots are dif-
miffed, and when they pafs Green ifland, they keep withina few leagues of the fouth
thore, until they make the ifland of Anticofti.

The follrwing Courfe of a Cartel sz’}b from Questc through the Traver/es
is by another Hand.

1756, Olfober 4th, at nine A. M. half ebb weighed and fteered about N.E. till a
hommock on the fouth fhore appeared in one with the weft end of Ifle Madam, then
fteering fouthward of the E. for the higheft of a parcel of rocks, till we had made the
middle of Ifle aux Rots, and the weft end of Ifle Madam in one with the low end of the
high land to the S.W. at this time haled up N.S, for a barren high hill in the north
thore, at Cape Torment, fteered thus till we brought the N.E. end of Orleans in one

F with
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the back of Orleans, then failed down the river
N. B. 3 fathoms low water in

18

with the main high land, to the N. of
at about the diftance of a mile from the N. thore.

the traverfe, and rifes at 4 P. M.

The River SAGUENAY

3 . twenty-five leagues from Tadouffac, where it falls into the River 8¢
is navigable for twenty ° Piekouagam:, and by the French

Lawrence. It iffues from a lake called by the Indians, _ :
Lake 8t Jean Lake St fean, which receives its waters {rom three c_onﬁ<_jerablc rivers, near the {prings
Mifafins,  of which are three great lakes, called the Lake of Mzﬁ’q/ms,- the.Lake of Pere zﬂ{éane/,
‘g’/é"’;"/’l“;{d and Lake Dauphin. Thefe three great lakes are fituated in the country belopgmg to
e Hudfow’s Bay, and communicate with each other, and difcharge themfelves into that
Bay by Rupert River.
French M. The Frenb have feveral miffions on the banks of thefe lakes, as well as of Lake 8¢
fions, ¢an and Saguenay. The miffion called Checoutimi lies midway between Tadozﬁc
and Lake St “ean 3 and at that called Metabetchouan, on the banks of Lake Sz Fean,
they have alfo a fettlement. . . .

All the country to the North and North-Eaft is full of lakes and rivers, and inha-
Iudiannations bited by different nations of Indians, the chief of which are the Checoutimiens, the
ii}ti‘:ﬁf“’”b Pickonagamiens, the Nekoubaniftes, the Great and the Little Miflaffins, the Papinachos,

and feveral others, all in the French intereft.

And fettle-
ment.

The River OU T AW AI1S.

rifes in latitude 48° 30', and after running South about thirty miles, falls nto
the Lake Timifcaming, from whence it continues its courfe in the fame direétion
Nip g lake to latitude 46, where it receives a river that has its fource near Lake M-
RIS 5 pifing, called by D’ Anville, Nipi-Sirinis, or the Sorcerer’s Lake.  From this place the
Outaonais falls with an Eaftern courfe into the Lake of the Tawo Mountains, formed
by the River S¢ Lawrence, oppofite to the ifland of Montreal,
Southern The River Outawais, with the river we juft now mentioned as falling into it, and
Bo;ndsofCa- fome others running from Lake Nipifing into Lake Huron, are to be confidered as the
nada. Southern boundaries of Canada, fince the Five Nations lay claim to all the country
Southward. Hence the French were formerly obliged to take this way to Lake Huizz,
though the navigation is very troublefome, on account of the many rifts and portages,
or carrying-places, till, after their incroachments on the Br7rz/b territories, they found
means, by ereCting forts at the principal pafics, to fecure the navigation of the River
Iroguors, and the Lakes Ontario and Erie,

The Lake SUPERTIOR.

Extentof 15 the moft confiderable of the four large lakes which more immediately com-

LakeSuperior municate with each other and the River St Lawrence. Tt is generally allowed
to be at leaft 8o leagues long, (Charlevoix makes it 200) and from 30 to 4o,
and even 5o broad; a circumftance which renders the navigation of it extremely dan-
gerous in boifterous weather. There are, however, a number of little harbours on its
coafts, in which veffels may find fhelter.

Its Kands. This lake abounds with a multitude of iflands, fome of which are feven or eight
leagues long, and three or four broad. The moft confiderable are thofe called by the
French, Ifle Royale 5 Ifle Phelipeaux, formerly Ifle Minong 5 Ifle Pontchartrain ; Ifle
Maurepas ; Ifle Hocquart y and Ifle Sainte Anne.

Rivers, A number of rivers, fome of which are very confiderable, difcharge themfelves
into this lake. One of thefe which falls into it, near the middle of its northern fhore, rifes
about 25 or 30 leagues North of Lake Superior, from a lake called Almipegon, near
which are the fources of a river that falls into Hudfon’s Bay, Another river that fails

Natouagan 1DLO Lake Superior near the laft mentioned, is called, in the French maps, Natouagan,

River. and communicates, if we may believe the inhabitants, by a chain of rivers and maller
lakes, with a confiderable lake called Lake Bouréon, which is made to communicate,
in like manner, by Pors Nelfon River, called by the French Bourbon River, with Hud-
Jon’s Bay to the North-Eaft, The French likewife fuppofe that it communicates Weft-
ward with the great fea, commonly called the Sonzh Sea or Pacific Ocean.

At



of C A N A4 D A 19

At the mouth of Les Trozs Rivieres, or the Three Rivers, is a little French fort, called
Camanifligouta 5 and twenty-five leagues to the Weft of the faid fort the land begins FortCanany-
to {lope, and the river to run towards the Wett. g

At ninety-five leagues from this greateft height lies the fecond eftablifhment of the
French that way, called Fort S¢ Pierre, in the Lake des Pluies. The third is Fort S# Fort St Picrre
Charles, eighty leagues farther on the Lake des Bors.  The fourth is Fort Maurepas, goftzg;‘i’;/:
a hundred leagues diftant from the laft, near the head of the Lake of Ouinipigon. P
Fort la Reine, which is the fifth, lics a hundred leagues farther on the river of the Fort/e Reine.
Affiniboels.*  Another fort had been built on the river Rouge, but was deferted on ac-
count of its vicinity to the two laft. The fixth, Fort Dauphin, ftands on the Wefk port Daygphin
fide of Lac des Prairies, or of the Meadows. And the feventh, which is called Fort Fort Bourson,
Bourbon, ftands on the thore of the great Lake Bourbsn. "Vhe chain ends with Fort
Pofkoyac, at the bottom of a river of that name, which falls into Lake Bourbon. The port Poftoyar
river Pofkoyac 1s made by Delifle and Buacke to rife within twenty-five leagues of their
Weft fea, which, they fay, communicates with the Pacific Ocean. All thefe forts are
under the governor of Canada.

On the Southern coaft of Lake Superior, which extends almoft due Eaft and Weft,
are the Ifles de St Michel, and the Bay of Chagouamigon, at the bottom of which was Ifles 4 Sain
formerly a fmall Indian town, where a miffionary and fome oither French came to M
fettle in 16671, by means of which this place, at firft fcarce worth notice, foon became
very remarkable. 'The Outagami, Saki, Outawa:, Huron, and 1linois Didians, reforted grh terde.
thither {o early as 1668, for the fake of trade, and many of them fettled there ; and mens.
the traffic is {till pretty confiderable. This fettlement was called La Mifion du St p, g, Efpric.
Efprit, or the Miffion of the Holy Ghofl.

Twenty-five leagues to the Eaft is a Peninfula that ftretches a confiderable way into Pointand Bay
the Lake, and terminates in a point called the Point of Kioansan. This peninfula f(ffgf”d‘i,”'&
forms a bay of the fame name with the point, at the mouth of which lic a groupe of Francois Xo-
iflands, called by the French, Ifles de St Irangois Xavier. wier.

Lake Superior is very ftreight, full of fands, and extremely dangerous, if you fhould Navigationof
be taken fhort with the North wind. The North f{ide, therefore, 1s the beft and mofg LakeSuperior
convenient courfe, being lined with rocks from one end to the other, which form har-
bours, that afford very fafe fhelter. Thefe harbours are extremely neceffary to thofe
who fail in canoes through this lake, in which they have remarked the following
fingular phznomenon.

When a ftorm is brooding, they are advertifed of it two days before. At firft Prognottics of
they perceive a gentle murmuring on the furface of the water, which lafts the whole i tempetiu-
day without any fenfible increafe. On the morrow after, the lake is entirely covered ous fate.
with pretty broad waves, which remain all day long without breaking; fo that you
may fafely continue your voyage, and, if the wind be favourable, make good way ;
but on the third day, and before you are the leaft aware of it, the lake is all on fire.
The ocean in its greateft fury does not exceed the agitation of its waters; fo that, if
you are not near fome place of fafety, thipwreck is unavoidable. This you are always
fure to find on the North fide, whereas on the oppofite fhore you are obliged to make
to land as faft as poffible on the fecond day, and take up your quarters at a confidera-
ble diftance from the water fide.

In the channel through which this lake difcharges itfelf into that of the Huronus, you
meet with a rift, caufed by very large rocks, or iflands, which the miffionaries, who
have a very flourithing church and congregation near it, have called the Fa/l of St Ma-
ry. There is likewile a French fort here, and feveral French inhabitants,

On fome parts of the coaft, and in {fome of its iflands, are found great lumps of copper,
and the inhabitants fay there was formerly a large rock of the fame metal, which rofe A rock of
confiderably above the furface of the water. This rock now difappears, and has pro- “PP"
bably been covered with fand or mud by the waves of the lake. It is abfolutely cer-
tain, that pretty large lumps of it have been found in feveral places, without digging
very deep for it, and often almoft without any alloy.

Michilimakinac is properly the name of a f{mall ifland, almoft round, and very
high, fituated to the Weft of the abovementioned channel, at the extremity of
Lake Huron, which name cuftom has extended to all the country round it.

This ifland feems about three or four miles in circumference, and is feen at
F 2 the

* Thefe diftances of the forts are taken from Remarques fur la Carte de L’ Ame:iique, par M. Bellin, publithed at Paris, 175 5.

St Mary Rife
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There are two other iflands South of it, the far.

theft of which is five or fix leagues in length ; the other is very fmall and quite
round. Both of them are extremely well wooded, and the foil excellent ; whereas
Michilimakinac is qui kv and barren, without the leaft verdure, except mofs, and
Michilimakinac 1s quite rocky a )

Michilinaki- (ome ftraggling blades of grafs. It is, however, one of the mott celebrated places in

i fmoss 1l Canada, and has been, according to a very antient tradition among the Indians, the
: koned to the number of

chicf f{eat of a nation of the fame name, of whom they rec
thirty colonies, or fettlements, on the adjacent continent. They have been dcﬁroycd,
as it is pretended, by the Iroguots ; but we have no account when or Wherﬁe this event
happened. Some of the miffionaries affure us, that they had feen veftiges of this
capital, though Charlevorx {ays, that none of them were remaining 1n h1§ time.

In 1671, Father Marquette made a fettlement on this ifland with a nation of Hurons,

, whom he induced to follow him. A fort was built here, and it becarpe an im-
“;fl?“,‘j?,f,,?f portant poft ; but it fell to ruin by degrees, and the miffion of St Ignatius has been
l fince formed, and a fort built on the adjacent continent. .

Conveniency  The fituation of Michilimakinac is admirable, with refpect to the conveniency of
of Mickilima- ¢nding. This port lies between three great lakes ; Lake DMichigan, which is three
hundred leagues in circumference, without reckoning the great bay that falls into it 5
Lake Huron, which is three hundred and fifty leagues round, and in form of a triangle ;
and Lake Superior, which is no lefs than five hundred in circuit ; all of them navigable
for the largeft barks, and the two firft feparated only by a fmall ftrait, deep enough for
veflels of the largeft draught of water, which may alfo fail over all Lake Erse without
the leaft difficulty, as far as the famous cataract of Niagara. It is true, the channel
which joins Lake Huron to Lake Superzor is much embarrafled with rifts, which, how-
ever, do not hinder canoes from arriving at Michilimakinac, laden with every thing that

the country about Lake Swuperior affords.
fﬁg’izrl?]i'fty The chief nourithment of the Michilimakinais was fith, there being no place in the
7" world where they are in greater abundance and variety, fuch as herring, carp, gilthead,
pike, fturgeon, afficamegue, or white fith, and efpecially trouts, all in the greateft

enty, both in the three lakes and the rivers which fall into them.

The fight of the circumjacent country prefents us with no idea of its fruitfulnefs;
but there is no need to go a great way from the fhore to find land capable of bearing
almoft any kind of vegetable. The Owtaouais, who have retired hither, fow corn here;
a caftom which they have learnt of the Hurons. The Amikonés formerly occupied
thefe iflands, which nation has been reduced to a fmall number of families, who have

removed to the ifland Manitoualan, in the Northern parts of Lake Huron,

20
the diftance of twelve leagues.

NaTurarL History of C AN 4 D A

ITH refpect to this article, the reader is not to expe&t a minute detail of par-
ticulars, which are often very little interefting in themfelves, and generally ca-
pable of affording but a very flender entertainment ; all that is here intended ibeing

o Zh:fa‘;a_ only to give a fhort fketch of fuch parts of the produce as are peculiar or of moft con-

da, fequence to this colony.

TheCod.im. Y& Will begin with the catching and curing of the Cod-fith, for which the ifland
of Cape Breton, and fome parts of Canada lie {fo very convenient. Every one
knows the excellency of this fith, when frefh; and it is fearce inferior when it has
lain two days in falt: its fleth even acquires a firmnefs, which is far from being
difadvantageous to it.  But it is the fithermen only who enjoy the pleafure of regaling
themfelves with what is moft delicious belonging to it, that is, the head, tongue, and
hyer, which, fteeped in oil and vinegar, with a little pepper, makes a moft excellent
dith. Butas it would occafion too great a confumption of falt, to preferve all thofe
parts, they are generally thrown into the fea, at leaft, all that they cannot make ufe of
while the fithing feafon lafts,

The larger The largeft fort of Cod are about three feet in length, and are met with on the

cod. great Bank of Newfoundlond. There is perhaps no fith that has a larger throat
In proportion to the reft of its body, or that is more voracious ; all forts of fubftances
having been found in its belly, fuch as pieces of broken earthen ware, iron,

and
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and glafs. Tt bus boon cwrentdy believed, that it could digeft fuch trath ; but the

world i3 row cured vf that unitake, which had no other foundation, but only that thofe

pieces o o v e foinetimes nall worn away. ‘The general opinion now is, that the )
co ™ s the femity Ui otarning what the French fithermen call /o Gaw, that is, the ffo- g;;fﬁ;“ble
mie o, ovaleevt, ee g pocket, and by this means difcharges itfelf of whatever is difa- )
grecooi v oo scteniome to at,

Vinat ooeoved in Holland the Cabeliau, is a fort of cod caught in the Channel, and
in >n: other places, which differs from that of North America in fize only, being Theleflercod
mucis eis toon this latior, They are contented with falting that of the Great Bank,
wlic Las wuen called white or more commonly green cod.

Monticur Denys, a French Gentleman, fays, that excellent falt has formerly been Sult mroduced
r.c L Caiada, even os good as that of Brouage ; but that after the experiment had j; 'Cf,,ad;e
beer 1. 7=, the falt-pits dug for that purpofe had been filled up, to the great prejudice
aut ohicredit of the colony.

The dricd cod, or what the French call la Merluche, can only be cured on the coafts, Dried codex-
and that with very great care, and after a long experience. But what may appear fingu- penfive.
lar cacugh is, that though this fith abounds on all the coafts of Acadia, or Nova Scotia,
there is hardly any Frenchman, who has attempted this fithery, that has not beer
ruined by It

The reafon given for this is, that, in order to draw any advantage from it, the perfon The reafon,
who undertakes it muft abfolutely refide in the country. For, as this fithery can only
be exercifed from the beginning of May to the end of Auguf, if failors were brought
from France, either they muft be paid for the whole year, in which cafe tiwe expence
will eat up the profit, or only for the fithing featon, on which fuppofition they are fure
to be lofers, fince the only employment they can afterwards have in the country is
fawing or felling of timber, which is not {ufficient to maintain them; fo that either the
workmen muft ttarve, or the undertaker fail.

On the contrary, when the undertaker refides in the country, he is fure to be better Conftant refi-
ferved, and it will then be his own fault entirely if he grows not rich. By this means ‘fie“ce necef=
he will have it in his power to fecure the beft hands, to {feize the right times for fithing, e
to felect the proper places, and to find the fithermen employment about his own habitation
for the reft of the year. Some French writers were of opinion, and perhaps very juftly,
that had the people of Acadia, or Nova Scotia, employed themfelves in this manner,
for the laft hundred and fifiy years, this province would have been one of the moft
powerful colonies in North America ; and that whilft the people in France were dif-
crediting this province with all their might, as entirely ufelefs, and abfolutely good for
nothing, the inhabitants of New England, though deftitute of many advantages which
the firft enjoyed, were raifing fortunes out of this fifhery.

Befides the cod, there are many other forts of fith in the parts adjacent to the Gu/f
of St Laurence, and on the banks of Newfoundland, fuch as whales, blowers, {word-
fith, porpoifes, flettans, with many others of inferior worth, Nothing can be more
diverting than the fight between the whale and the fword-fith. This latter is of
the fize of an heifer, from feven to eight feet long, tapering all the way toward the sword.am
tail. It takes its name from the weapon with which nature has armed it, being a deicribed.
fort of fword, about three feet in length, and four fingers broad. This proceeds from
its {fnout, on each fide of which is a row of teeth about an inch long, and fet at equal
diftances. This fith is excellent eating, and will do with almoft any fauce. The head
is more delicious as well as thicker and fquarer than a calf’s head. Its eyes are of an
extraordinary bignefs,

The whale and {word-fith never meet without a battle, and this latter is believed to Fight be-
be conftantly the aggrefior. Sometimes two {word-fithes join their forces againft one tween the
whale, in which cafe the parties are by no means equal. The whale has no arms ei- }"halg ;"}d the
ther for attack or defence, but his tail, and before he can affail his enemy, he is forced .
to dive with his head foremoft into the fea, when, if he is fortunate enough in his aim,
he is fure to difpatch his adverfary at one blow. The otheris no lefs dexterous in
thunning the ftroke, and inftantly making at the whale, plunges his weapon in his
back. The wound commonly goes no farther than the fat, or blubber, in which cafe
the injury is but flight. The moment the whale fees his foe lance at him, he dives to
the bottom ; but the other purfues him thither, and obliges him to come up to the

G furface.
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furface. 'The fight begins again, and continues till the {word-fith has loft fight of his
adverfary, who is much the better {wimmer on the furface of the water.

Flettan de- The Flettan refembles a large plaice, and what s called Flet, is probably the dimi-
feribed. nutive of the other. Itis grey on the back, but of a whitith colour under the be]l.y.
Its length is commonly from four to five feet, its breadth at leaft two feet, and its

thicknefs one. The head is very large, and every part of it extremely tender and de-
licious eating. The juice extracted from its bones exceeds the ﬁ-n.sf’c marrow. Its eyes
are nearly as large as thofe of the fword-fith, and the extremitics of the two fides,
which the French call the relingues, and which I am not well cr_lough Vclried in cookery
to tranflate, are deemed exquifite morfels, The whole body is generaily thrown into
the feca to feed the cod, to which the Flettan is the moft dangerous enemy, and com-
monly makes but one meal of three cods. .

The remaining fithes, worthy the notice of the curious in this province, are the fea«
wolf, the fea-cow, and the porpoife, which, with thofe already mentioned, are capable

Other fihss of becoming the object of a very lucrative commerce in the gulph of St Laurence, and

vieldingprofic o) for a confiderable way up the river of that name. _

The feawolf T he Sea-wolf owes its name to its cry, which isa fort of howling ; for as to its fhape
it by no means refembles that of a. wolf, nor of any known land animal whatfocver.
Lefcarbot fays, he has heard thofe creatures cry like the mewing of a cat; but what he
fpeaks of muft in all probubility be the cry of the young ones, whofe voice was not yet
come to its full pitch and ftrength of tone, which thefe animals have when mature.
We need not, however, make any fcruple to clafs this creature with fithes, though it dif-
fers from that genus in that it is not dumb, is brought forth at land, on which it lives,
at leaft as much as in the water, is covered with hair, and, in fhort, that it is in every
refpect an animal truly amphibious.  As it would be a vain piece of fingularity and per-
verfenels to oppofe the received notions and ways of fpeaking, the wur carried on againft
this creature, though it be as commonly on lLind as in water, the weapons in ufe
being clubs or bludgeons, is known in this part of the world by the name of fifhing,
whilft that carried on againft the beavers, tho’ in the water, and with ncts, s
c: lled hunting.

Deferibed. The head of the fea-wolf fomewhat refembles that of a dog ; it has four very fhort
legs, efpecially thofe behind, and is in all other refpects a fith. It rather crawls than
walks upon its feet ; the fore feet are armed with claws or nails, thole behind arc made
like fins ; its {kin is hard, and covered with fhort hair ot different colours. There are
fome of thofe animals entirely white, and all of them are {0 "when young; fome become
black and others red as they grow older, whilft others again are of all thofe colours

together.
Several fpe. 1 be filhermen diftinguith feveral fpecies of fea-wolves; the largeft weigh two
we=, _  thoufand pounds, and this fort is faid to have much {harper nofes than the reft; fome

of them are called by the French failors brafleurs. A fecond fpecies is diftin-
guithed by the name of Nau, the reafon and etymology of which are equally unknown.
A third has the appellation of Greas-beads. The young ones are very alert, and ex-
tremely dextrous In cutting the nets that are fpread tor them ; they are fpotted, full of
play, and beautiful, at leaft, for animals of their thape. The Indsans accuftom them to
follow their feotfteps like dogs, tho’ they eat them without feruple or regard to their
fondnefs. °
Taoof Moo _There are two forts of fea-wolves on the coafts of Nova Scotia, and the young of one
Seatia, Gutt OF thele fpecies are as big as hogs of the largeft fize. This fithery 1s carried on in the
fpecies.  month of February, before the young, which are the chief obje¢t of it, have been much
ufed to take the water. The old ones fly at the firft attack, making a great noife, as a
fignal for the young to follow them, which they do with great {peed, unlefs prevented by
the fithermen, who kill them by a flight blow on the fnout. The number of thofe ani-
mals muft needs be vaftly great, fince, as fome French authors relate, cight hundred of
their young have been killed in one day.
Second fpe- _The fecond fort are very fmall, one of them producing no more oil than its bladder
cies. ywh contain. They never venture far from the fhore, and have always a centinel ftand-
ing watch. At the firft fignal he gives, the whole body rufhes into the fea, and { me-
time after they return, raifing themfclves on their hind legs, to fee whether the con.rtf‘r be

cleqr. There are, however, great numbers of them tuken, tho’ it be ouly pra&ticable
while they are on fhore,

The
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The fleth of this animal is excellent food, but their oil turns to much better account,
ar - s obtained, by a very cafy procefs, that is boiling the fleth, which diffolves over Oilof the fea-
the fire. And oftentimes no more is required than the ufe of what they call charniers, ot
or large fquare of boards, on which is fpread the fat of a number of fea wolves : It melts
of itfelf, and the oil difcharges itfelf through an opening made in the frame of boards tor
the purpofe. This oil, when new and frefh, is very good for culinary ufes, but that of
the young ones grows very foon rank, and the other fort, if kept the leaft while, be-
comes too thin, and in that cafe is ufed for burning, or for curriers work. It preferves its
clearne(s a long time, has no fmell, and leaves no impurities in the bottom of the
barrel.

In the infancy of the colony, the French made ufe of the fkins of the fea-wolves, for
muffs; fince that they are out of fathion ; the fkins are chiefly employed to cover trunks
and cloak bags ; when tanned, they havea grain much like Morocco or Turky leather.
They are not indeed fo fine, but are lefs apt to crack, and they preferve their
frethnefs much longer. Very good fhoes are made of them, and a tort ot boots impe-
netrable to the water, not to mention various other ufes. They are tanned in Canada
with the bark of the fpruce fir, and to dye them black, they ufe the powder of certain
ftones found on the banks of rivers, called thunder ftones, being a mincral mar- Thunder
caffite. ftomse.

Sea-wolves couple, and the females bring forth their young upon the rocks ; they
have commonly two at a time, and tho’ they fometimes fuckle them under water, yet
they more generally do it at land. To teach them to {wim, they take them upon
their thoulders, leave them in the water for a thort time, then take them up again, con-
tinuing this exercife, till they are capable of {wimming alone ; a very fingular property Singelar phe-
in an aquatic animal, fince terreftial animals have generally no need of this inftitution, {27 78 of
moft of them being naturally {fwimmers. T

The f{ea-wolf has very acute fenfes, and tho’ this is the only thing with which nature
has furnifhed thefe animals for their defence, they are however very often furprized, in
the manner we have already mentioned, tho’ the moft common way is defcribed as tol-
lows : It is ufual with thofe creatures to come with the tide into crecks of the rivers.

When the fithers have difcovered any of thofe creeks where confiderable numbers ufed

to haunt, they enclofe them with netsand piles, leaving only a fmall opening for the fea- Way of tas
wolves to enter. This opening is thut up at high water, fo that at ebb they are left dry, king them.
and there is no further trouble but to knock them on the head. They alio give chace

to them in the water, in canoes, when the moment they lift their heads above water,

they fire at them. If they happen only to wound them, they are however calily taken 5

but if they are killed dead, they fink to the bottom like the beaver. The filhers

have large dogs, that fetch them up in feven or eight fathom water. Charleoix tells

a circumftance, which however he vouches not for fact, and indeed the ilory carries Swange ftorys
not too many marks of probability ; that a fuilor having one day furprized a prodigious

number of thofe animals, drove them all home before him with a f{witch, like a herd

of cows, and that he and his companions killed nine hundred of them.

The Sea-cow is another marine animal taken by the Freach hithermen on the coaft The fea-cow.
of the gulph of St Laurence, but in {mall numbers, and I am not certain whether they
are to be feen elfewhere. The Engli/b are faid formerly to have had a fithery of this
fort at the ifland Sadle ; but this eftablithment was attended, in all probabudity, with ve-
ry little profit to the undertakers.

This animal, in thape, differs very little from the fea-wolf, but is fomewhat larger.
It is provided with a very fingular fort of weapon, which is, two teeth, thick and long
as a man’s arm, a little bent upwards, and at a diftance appearing like horns, from
whence it is likely they have obtained the name of fea-cows. The French failors know
them by the fimple appellation of the fith with the long teeth.  This tooth is, however,
a moft beautiful ivory, as well as all thofe in the jaws of this fith, which are four fingers
in length.,

There are alfo Porpoifes in the river St Laurence, and thofe of two colours. Thofe Porpoifes of
in the falt water part of the river, which reaches almoft as high as the Ifle of Orleans, ™o kv
differ very little from fuch as are found in the fea : In the frefh water part, on the con-
trary, they are entirely white, and of the fize of an ordinary cow. The firft appear ge-

nerally in flocks or fhoals ; whether the fame may be faid of the white fort is not cer-
G2 tain,

Ufeofthe kin

Deferibed.

~
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em to be feen above uebec, but great numbers of both kinds
fo that the difference of their colour 1s not owing to the
hey live, and therefore they muft be two different

tain. There are none of tb
on the coatts of Nova Scotia;
falt or freth water In which t

{pecies. . {. lit h
‘ if= yields a hogthead of oil, of mpch the fame quality as that
ext(r)z:gedvvhfgsmpotrﬁgl er-Wolf. The fleth of this ?nlmz}l is not eaten, but that of

G . the fpecies called pourcelles, or the grey porpoile, 1s reclfonec_i tolerable  food,
ey porpor- p f the guts ; the harflet is faid to be excellent

fes eaten.  ‘They make puddings and faufages o 5t
fricaf}i'eed qndpthe htéad, tho inferior to a calf’s, is however, efteemed beyond that
1) (4

Of'I%hihie]fipﬁs of both forts are tanned, and drefled like Morocco leather. At firft it

feems tender like hogs lard, and 1s abogt an in,cb thick. .They cf’?rfl):mue hfhavmghlt dm{;vn
Hl‘;’ of the ¢i1] j¢ becomes tranfparentand very thin, thg it ftill retains a vaft ftrength, asw ?n ufed
N in waiftcoats or breeches, and fome affirm it mufket-proof. There are many of them
eighteen feet in length, and nine broad, and nothing is fitter, they fay, for covering the

tops of coaches. )

PThe French have two porpoife fitheries below Quebec 5 one in the bay of St Paul,

Porpoife fib- the other feven or eight leagues lower, neara plantation called Camourajca, from certain

erics. rocks rifing confiderably above water. The expence of this fithery 1s but moderate,
and the profits would amount to a confiderable fum, were it not for the inftin¢t or ca-
price of thofe animals, which often breaks the meafures of the fithermen, by takinga
road very different from the accuftomed, or where the fithers expect them to come.

Two incon-  This fithery is moreover attended with two inconveniencies : The firft is that it en-

vemences.  piches none but the undertakers ; and in the fecond place, it has confiderably diminifth-
ed that of eels, which ufed to be a very great refource for the poorer fort of inhabitants
of this capital.  For the porpoifes being difturbed below Quebec, have retired elfewhere;;
and the ecls finding the paflage clear of thofe large fithes, defcend the river without any
obftacle; from whence it is, that between Quebec and the Trozs Rivieres, where they
formerly took large quantities, there are now fcarce any to be found.

The manner of taking porpoifes is little different from that of the fea-wolf. When
the tide is low, they fix piles or ftakes inthe mud or fand, at moderate intervals, to which
they tie threads in the nature of toils, the opening of which is confiderably large, in fuch
manner, as that the fith once entered cannot retreat.  They take care to garnifth the tops
of the ftakes with green boughs. When the tide flows, thefe fithes purfuing the herring
thoals, which conftantly make to the fhore, and attracted by the fight of the verdure or

Mannerof ta- houghs, with which they are highly delighted, find themfelves entangled in the net. As

kingporpoifes ¢ tide goes out, the fithers have the entertainment of viewing their confufion, and ufelefs
efforts to make their efcape. In the end they are left dry, and often heaped one over
another, {o that two or three have been killed with the fame blow, It has been afferted,
that fome of the white fort have weighed three thoufand pounds.

Every one knows the manner in which the whale is caught, for which reafon I thall
fay nothing of it here. They tell us, that the Bafgies, who formerly carried on this
fithery in the river St Lanrence, quitted it for the fur trade, which was capable of being

Whale fihery anaged at a much lefs expence, with infinitely lefs fatigue, and with much quicker and

anprofitble” abundantly larger profits, at leaft at that time. And befides it maft be acknowledged
they wanted many conveniencies for this trade, which might now be had, by means of
fome fettlements pretty far down along the coafts of the gulf. With this view fome at-
tempts have been fince made to reftore this branch of commerce, but without fuccefs ;
the undertakers either wanting the neceffary funds for carrying it on, or not having per-
feverance or patience to wait the proper time for the return of their difburfements. It
appears, however, that this fithery might become a very confiderable article in the trade
of this colony, as it may be carried on with much lefs hazard and expence than on the
coafts of Greenland ; and might even become a fettled and, in fome meafure, a domeftic
branch of commerce, according to the propofal of M. Denys, a French gentleman,
who has wrote on this fubjec.

The other fithes taken in the falt water part of the river St Laurence, or from Cape
Tourmet to the gulf, and which are capable of adding to the wealth, convenience, and

Varity of iy COTIMICTCE of ruis colony, as well asof the mother country, are the falmon, tunny,
inte Ly, had, trouts, lampreys, fmelts, fea-ecl, mackerel, foles, herrings, anchovies, pilchaids,
turbots,

L]
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tarbots, and almoft every fith found in any part of the ocean, and among thofe many
altogether unknown in Europe ; all thefe are caught with dragging or with nets. In the
gulf are fcates ; thornbacks ; and thofe of three forts, the common, the curled, of a better
tafte than thofe in France, {and that called the Poft, not much valued ; lencornets, a kind
of cuttle fith ; the haddock, or St Pezer’s fith ; plaice ; requiems ; fea-dogs, a {pecies of the
requiems, lefs mifchievous in their lifetime, and much preferable when dead ; and plenty
of oyfters during the winter feafon, efpecially on the coafts of Nova Scotia ; the man-
rer of fithing for which is fingular enough. A hole is made in the ice, thro’ which
they put two poles tied together fo as to clap like pincers; thefe are feldom brought up
without oyfters.

The Lencornet Is a fpecies of cuttle-fith, tho’ very different in fhape from the com-
mon cuttle. It is quite round, or rather oval ; a little above the tail is a fort of bor-
der, or ledge, which ferves him for a buckler; and its head is furrounded with whif-
kers, which he makes ufe of to catch other fithes. There are two forts of them, dif-
fering only in magnitude, one as large as a hogfhead, the other not above a foot in | .
length ; the latter are the only fort taken, and are caught with a torch.  They are very h;&“f;ﬂfgm,
fond of a light, which being fhewn them from the fhore, they make towards it, and
run themfelves aground. The lencornet, whether boiled, roafted, or fryed, is very
good eating, but it makes the fance quite black.

The Haddock refembles a fmall cod, has much the fame fafte, and is dtied in the g{?dqgcls
fame manner. It has two black fpots, one on each fide the head, and the fithermen et
fay this is the fith in which St Peser found the piece of money to pay the emperor’s
tribute for himfelf and our Lord, and that thefe fpots are the places by which the
Apoftle held it. Hence it has been called St Perer’s fiyh.

The fea plaice has much firmer flefh, and a better tafte, than thofe taken in Plaice and
rivers. It is caught, as well as the houmarts, or lobfters, by means of long poles, 1O§ff:rs?nhow
armed at the point with a fharp iron, and barbed to hinder the fith from difen- caught. -
gaging itfelf.

In feveral places, efpecially towards Nova Scotia, the pools are full of falmon trouts, samon tour,
a foot in length, and of turtles, or tortoifes, two feet in diameter, the flefh of which turtes.
is excellent, and the upper {cale ftriped with white, red, and blue.

Amongft the fithes that abound in Lake Champlain, and the rivers that fall into it,
Champlain mentions one of a very fingular fort which he calls Chaoufarou, probably the o, .
name given it by the Indians. It isa particular kind of armed fith, found in feveral fingular fih.
other parts, pretty much of the form of a {pit, and covered with a fcale impenetrable
to a dagger. Its colour is a filver grey, and there projets from under the throat
a bony fubftance, flat, indented, hollow, and perforated at the end ; whence it
is reafonable to think, that it breathes this way. This bone is covered with a
tender fkin, and its length is in proportion to the fith, of which this makes one third
part.  The Indians affured Champlain, that they had feen of thofe fithes from eight to
ten feet long; but the largeft he faw did not exceed five, and were about as thick as
a man’s thigh.

This animal is a true pirate amongft other fithes, but, what is very furprizing, he is
alfo an enemy to the birds, which, like an expert fowler, he catches in this manner :

He conceals himfelf among the reeds, f{o that nothing can be difcovered but his wea-

pon, rifing perpendicularly above the furface of the water. The birds that light His way of
near him take it for a ftick, or withered reed, and perch upon it without the leaft catching birds
apprehenfion of what is concealed beneath. That moment the foe in ambufh opens
his mouth, and feizes his prey with all the rapidity imaginable. The teeth on both
fides of this bone are pretty long, and very fharp, and, as the Iudians pretend,
are a fovereign remedy for the head-ach, and that by pricking the part molt affected,
the pain is immediately diffipated.

The fturgeon here is both a freth and a falt-water fith, being taken both in the lakes
and on the coafts of Canads. There are of thefe fithes from eight to ten, and even
twelve feet long, and thick in proportion. I omit to defcribe this fith, which is well
known in Ewrope. The Indians catch them in this manner : Two men ftand, one at
each end of a canoe; he at the ftern fteers, whilft the other at the head ftands ready
with a dart tied to a cord, the other end of which is made faft to the boat. As foon
as he perceives the fturgeon, he darts it at him, endeavouring as much as he can to dire@
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it contrary to the inclination of the {cales. T_hc moment he perceives bxgn(elf woux_)d-
ed, he fcuds away with all his fpeed, dragging the bqat aft;r him W'lt han amazing
rapidity. After running about two hundred paces in this manner, he generally
dies, and is taken, S eS¢ L e b
b i veg 1na word, that I may make an end of this article, ths river S¢ . durenuf} }{eec}g
plenty and  feveral fithes entirely unknown 1n FErance ; the moft e[’ceeme_d of thele ar]cv the ,chl_
variety. gan and Gilthead. The other rivers of Cﬂ{zada, and e(pec_mlly thofe of ova Scotia,
are no lefs replenithed than this river, which abounds with the greateft plenty and
variety of the moft excellent fort of fithes of any other perhaps on t}}e globe, there
being, in fome feafons, fith fufficient to maintain ali the .mhabxtants of the colony.
Beaver,2fin-  As to quadrupeds, the moft fingular, and what excites th§ cprxoﬁty_of the reader
gular quadru- ahyove any other in this country, is the caftor, or beaver. The fpg:ls of this animal hayc
ped. hitherto been the chief object of the commerce to this colony. This creature is befides in
itfelf 2 miracle of nature, and there is not to be found, perhaps in.the whole creation,
fo ftriking an example of forefight, indufiry, cunning, and patience 1n ]abour.-
European The caftor, or beaver, was probably not unknown in Eurege before the difcovery of
beaver. America; and there are now to be feen, amongft the anciest charters of the hatters
of Parzs, regulations for the manufacture of beaver hats. The beaver, or Faﬁor, is.
undoubtedly the fame animal; but whether it is, that the Luropeas beaver is grown
very fcarce, or that its fur is not of fo good a quality as that of the erican, this lat-
ter is the only fort now in repute, the other being never fo much as mentioned, <xcept
with relation to the fimple called caflorcum. It is not improbable, that the Eurofean
beaver is a fort of land beaver, which is \?ery different from the other,
bea.  The beaver of Canada is an amplibicus animal, incapable of remaining any confi-
ver deforibed. derable time in water, and very able to {ubfift without it, provided it has now and
then thz conveniency of bathing. The largeft beavers are fomewhat lefs than four
feet in length, by fifteen inches in breadth from haunch to haunch, and weiph fixty
pounds. The colour varies according to the different climates where they are found. In
the moft diftant Northern parts they are generally quite black, though white
ones are {ometimes to be feen 1n the fame region, They are brown in more temnpe-
rate climates, their colour growing lighter in proportion as you advance South-
wards. In the country of the [lnois they are almelt quite yellow, and fome have
been found here of a pale or ftraw-colour. It huos been remarked, that the lighter
the colour, the thinner commonly the fur, and confequently the black is moft efteemed,
nature fortifying them in this manner againft the feverity of the weather. There are
two different forts of fur all cver the body, cicepting near the feet, where there is but
one fort, and that very fhort. The longeft is from eight to ten lines, and even to two
inches on the back, duminithing towards the tail aod head. This fort of hair is coarfe,
thick, fhining, and is what gives the animal its colour.  Seen throuch a microlcops, the
midd.le 1s found lefs opaque, whence it is natural to fuppofe it hotlow, and therefore <his
fort is not in ufe, The other is an extremely fine down, very clofe, and an inch at
moft in length; and this fort is what is commonly ufed. It was formerly known in

Eurcpe by the name of A%ufovy <o/, This is properly the garment of the beaver, the
other ferving only for ornament, and perhaps to affit him in {wimming.

It hgs been aflerted, that this animal lives from fifteen to twenty yea?s, that the female
goes with young four months, wnd that fhe generally brings forth four at a time, and

fome travellers have increafed the number to cight ; but this muft huppen very rarely.
She has four teats, ¢ !

ts, two between the fecond and third pair of long ribs, and two others
about four fingers higher.

Anatomy of Y he mufcles of this animal are extremely ftrong, and thicker thon its bulk feems to

the beaver. require. ' On the contrary, its inteftines are exceeding delicate, 1ts benes very hard, and
1ts two jaws '

vs, which are nearly equal, have a vaft force. FEach jaw is fet with ten
teeth, two of them incifive, or cutters, and eight molar, or grinders. The upper inci-
ﬁveg are two inches and a half long, the lower fomething above three, fuited to the
inclination of the jaw, which give them a force aftonithing in fo fmall a creature. Tt
has been remarked, that the two jaws are not exactly correfpordent, the upper jutting

ofgt beyond the lower, like the blades of a pair of feiffars ; and, laftly, that the length
of every tooth is exactly one third of its root.

-
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The head of the beaver is much like that of the mountain rat; the muzzle fome-
what long ; the eyes little; the ears very fhort, round, hairy withont, but fimooth
within ; the legs fhort, efpecially the fore legs, being not above four or five inches long,
and very much refembling thofe of the badger. The nails are cut floping, and hollow
like goofe-quills.  "The hind feet are quite different, being flat, and provided with mem-
branes between the toes. Hence the beaver walks but aukwardly, and very flowly,
but {wims with the fame facility as other aquatic animals.  In refpect of his tail, he is
a perfedt fith, and has been judicially declared fuch by the College of Phyficians at
Paris; and the faculty of divinity have, in conlequence of this declaration, pronzunced
it lawful to be eaten on days of fafting.

This fort of food is, however, at tco great a diftance from the French to enable
them to profit by this toleration, and they very rarely meet with any that is catable.
The Indians keep it by them, after curing it in the chimney, but it is, by all accounts,
intolerably bad.  And, even when it is frefh, you are obliged to give it a boiling, to
make it lofe a little of the difagreeable tafte it naturally has, after which it becomes
very good eating ; and no fort of fleth, th:y {uy, exceeds it in delicioulnefs or lightnefs
of digeftion ; it is even afferted to be as pourifhing as veal. When boiled, it wants
fomething to give it a relith ; but, when roafted, it is very good, without any thing
of that kind.

The moft remarkable part belonging to this animal is its tail. Tt is almoft oval, a-
bout* four inches broad near the root, five in the middle, and three at its extremity ; but
thefe meafures are to be underftood of the largeft fort of beavers ; it is ubout an inch
in thicknefs, and a foot long. Its fubftance is a firm fort of fat, or a tender curtilag,
being much like the fleth of a porpoite, but grows harder, when kepr for uy
time. It is covered with u fcaly ikin, the fcales of which are of an hexugonad form,
half a line in thicknets, by three or four lines in length, and laid over one another,
liice thofe of all fithes. A very delicate pellicle ferves to fupport them, and they are
inferted in it in fuch « manner, as to be eafily parted from it after the death of the
animal.

The true tefticles of this animal were entirely unknown to the ancients, probably
becaufe they are very fmall, and much hid under the haunches. They gave this name
to the receptacles of the cafforeum, which are very difterent, and in number four, be-
ing fituated in the lower venter of the beaver. The two foremoft, called the upper,
becaufe higher than the others, are in the thape of a pear, and communicate one with
the other, like the pockets of a knapiack ; the other two, called the lower, are round
towards the bottom. Thefe four receptacles contain a refinous, fott, and adlicfive li-
quor, wixed with imall fibres, of a greyith colour on the outfide, yellowith within, of
a {trong, penetrating, and difagreeubie fmell, and very inflammable 5 and this is the true
cafforeum. Tt grows hard after being a month expofed to the air, and becomes brown,
brittle, and friable. It there be vccafion to harden it fooner, it may te dore Ly hung-
ing it in the chimney,

It is pretended, that the eofiorewm which comes from Dantzic is preferable to that of
Canole. The bugs of this lat fort are allowed to be much finaller than the othars,
and, even in Cwndo, the lirgeft are much more eftcemed. It 1s required befides in
calivrews tiat the bacs be hieavy, of a brown colour, of a penetrating and ftrong fmell,
and fuil of a hard, brttde, and friable matter, of the fame, or of a yellowifh colour,
mterwoven with a very fine membrane, and of a tharp or acrid tafte.

The medical virtues of this drug are, to attenuate vifcous matter, fortify the brain,
difpel vapours, provoke the menfes, prevent mortification, and cvacuate ill humours by
perfpiration. It is alio ufed with fuccefs againft the epileply, or falling ficknefs, puify,
apoplexy, and deafnefs.  The inferior bags contain an unctuous and fattifh liquor, which
refembles honey.  Its colour is a pale yellow, its fmell difagrecable, little differing {rom
that of the cajrercium, but weaker than that. It thickens with time, and rakes the con-
fiftence of tallow.

The notion of thofe who believe that this animal, when he is clofely purfued, lites
off thofe imagined telticles, abandoning them to the hunter, to preferve his life, is an
error now univerfally exploded, the moft valuable part of this animal being, beyond
comparifon, his fur ; and even the fkin of the beaver, after the fur has been tken off,
is not without its ufcs, as it ferves to make gloves and fpatterdathes.  Many other things

H - may
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mav be made of it, but as it is very difficult to take off the hair without cutting it, the
flin of the land beaver is only ufed, and for the purpofes afoﬁref{cal.d. i of this an

There are two forts of caftor, the dry and the fat. The firft 1s the 1}:11 <} lsﬂir-u.
mal, before any ufe has been made of it. The other, or fat caftor, 1s t ed ame {kin,
afte; it has been worn by the Indians, who, a_fter they have well rqbbed an 1.w];)lrked it
on the infide, with the marrow or fat of certain animals, to reqder it more P}lla he, fow
feveral {kins together, with which they cover them@lves as W1th a robe, with the out-
fide inwards ; this they conftantly wear In the winter, without ever putting it off,
night or day. The ftrongeft hair falls off prefently, but thc, down remains, and by be-
inz worn in that manner, becomes much fitter for the hatter’s bufinefs. 'The dry caftor
cannot be ufed without the mixture of a litle fat. It 1s even pretended, that to
have the fkins in their utmoft perfection, they ought to be worn eighteen months
at leaft.

Stufemadeof There have alfo been ftuffs made of this fur, witha mixture of wool amongft it,

fur and wool.
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fuch as cloths, flannels, ftockings, and fuch like, but with very little fgccefs 5 ar}d there
il fobfifts a manufacture of this fort in Holland ; but as they are obhged to mix more
than one half of wool with the fur, there is little or nothing to be gained by it. The
clothsand druggets which the Duzch make of this fort are very dear, and do not wear
well. The caftor very foon parts from the wool, and forms a fort of Plle on t.hc fur-
face of the ftuff, which entirely fpoils the look of it ; and the ftockings which the
French make of it have the fame defect. _ .

The induftry, forefight, order, and unanimity of thefe animals are perfectly {urpri-
zing, exhibiting to mankind a leffon of thofe virtues no way inferior to that of the ant
or bees, fo juftly admired. It is uncertain how they are governed, Yvhether by a king
or a queen, if it be true, that they have any magiftrates at all; nor is there any more
orounds to believe that there is any one who takes the chief command upon him,
when they are at work, to punith the lazy. Thus much, however, is undoubted,
that by means of that admirable inftinct wherewith providence has endowed them, each
of them knows what he is to do, and every thing is carried on in the exacteft order
imaginable, and without the leaft embarrafsment or confufion.

When they propofe to build a new habitation, they firft affemble, to the number of
three or four hundred in one place, forming a fmall republic, or ftate, apart by them-
felves. The firft bill they pafs is, to make choice of a fettlement, where the
may find plenty of provifions, with all the materials neceflary for the intended edifice.
The main thing neceffary is to fecurc a fupply of water ; and if they are not happy
enough to find either lake or pool within their territories, this defect is remedied by
flopping the courfe of fome rivulet, or fimall river, by means of a dyke. In order to
effe@ this, they fet about felling of timber, and this always above the place where they
are refolved to build, for the more commodious tranfporting it. Three or four beavers
fet about felling a large tree, which they very foon effe¢t by means of their teeth, which
ferve them for faws and axes, as well as for feveral other carpenter’s tools. They never
forget to make it fall on the fide towards the water, in order to fhorten the land carriage
after they have cut it into proper lengths, which are afterwards rolled to the water fide,
and thence floated to the place where they are to be employed.

Thefe pieces are more or lefs in thicknefs or length, as the nature and fituation of the
place require ; for thefe architects forefee every thing. Sometimes they make ufe of
trunks of large trees, which they lay lengthwife ; at others, the mound is compofed of
pieces of timber no thicker than a man’s thigh, and even fometimes not fo thick, which
are fupported by very good ftakes, and interwoven with fmall branches, and the void
places are every where ftopped up witha fat or clayey fort of earth,and that fo well wrought
as not to admit the fmalleft drop of water. This loam, or mortar, the beavers prepare
and temper with their fore feet; the trowels they make ufe of are their tails, which,
however, are not confined to this ufe only, but alfo ferve them as a dray, or wheelbarrow,
to convey their mortar from place to place. As foon as they arrive at the water fide,
they take hold of this clayey matter with their teeth, and, in order to lay it on, they
make ufe firft of their feet, and afterwards plaifter or fmooth it with their tails,

' Thefe dykes are generally ten or twelve feet thick at the foundation, diminithing ftill
In proportion as they rife in height, till at laft they come to the thicknefs of two or
thfee. Good proportion is their particular care and concern, and every thing is done
with as much exaltne(s, as if the ableft artift had performed it with his rule and

compafies.
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compafles.  One thing remarkable is, that ths fide of the building towards the water

is always built with a talus, or flope, that on the other being exallly perpendiculur,

In a word, nothing can poflibly be more folid or regular than the works ot this mott ,
fagacious animal.

The conftruction of their cabbins is no lefs wonderful. Thefe arc commoniy buiit
on piles in the middle of thofe fmull lakes, which are formed by the dykes abovemen-
tioned, and ofteniinres on the bark of fome river, or at the cxtremity of {ome point
that advances into the water. Their figure is round, or oval, and they are arcied i
manner of a batket. The wulls are two foot thick, the materials being the fune &
thofe of their dams, but lefs fubftantial.  The whole 1s fo well itucco’d with cluy, as
not to admit the leaft breath of wir.  Two thirds of the building are above water, and
in them every beaver has his particulur place atiizned him, which he takes cure o
firew well with leaves, or fmall branchics of fir, The lealt fuith 1s never feen ; tor, be-
fides the common entry of the cablin, and another oudet Ly which theic animals go
out to bathe, there are alfo {everal other openings, by wnich they go to diicharge them-
felves. Thele cabbins are gencrally cupable ot lodiirg cipht or e beavers, and fone
have been obferved to contain no lefs than thirty ; buc thus 1s very rare.  All of theis,
however, are near enough to each other to have a very caly conumnunication.

The winter never forprizes the beaver : All the woiks I have mentioned arc finiihied Their pre..
by the latter end of Septembcr, when cach individual lays up his winter provifion, 70
Whilft they continue to frequent the woods or ficlds, they live on fraits, and on the
bark and leaves of trees. They allo catch cray-fith, and fome other fil: 5 and nothing
comes amits to them at that feafon.  But when the time comes, in which they are to
provide 2gainit the barrennefs of the cold feafon, they are futistied with woods of a
tender iubiiance, fuch as the poplar and the afp, and the like. Thefe they luy up in
piles, difpofing them in fuch manner as to have thofe pieces which have been fteeped in
water neareft at hand. It has been obferved, that thele piles are always greater or lefs
in proportion as the enfuing winter is to be more or lefs long or fevere 5 and this is to

Qf their cab-
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the Indians the moft infallible prognoftication, which has never been known to deceive An il
n infaliible

them, with relpect to the duration of the ccld weather, The beavers, before they eat progotic.
this wood, cut it into very fmall pieces, which they carry into their apartments; for N
there is but one magazine for the whole inhabitants, or family of =ach cabbin.

When the melting of the fhow is at the higheft, at which feafon there are always

very great land floods, the beavers quit their cabbins, which are then utterly uninhbiga- Whenotlizd
(A £ 1

ble, every one going where he thinks fit.  Asfoon as the waters are tllea the fomales et thes
return, and then they bring forth their young.,  The males keep the felds il towards
the month of '/, when they affemble in order to repair thic breaches made by the wa-

ters in their cabbins, or dykes; if they happen to be deftroyed by the hunters, or if

they are not worth repairing, to erect new. But they are olten, and for very goold rea-

fons, obliged to change the place of their abode: The moft common is, the want of
provifions ; and fometimes they are obliged to take this method by the hunters, or cer-

tain carnivorous animals, againft which they have no other defence than flight.

There are certain places of which the beavers are particularly tond, and will never g o

abandon, even {hould their fafety ever fo much require it.  Cn the road tromy Aloasroa! v
to Lake Huron, necar the great river, we never fail to difcover a fettlement cvery year in
the very fame place, which thefe animals repair or re-build conftantly every fummer.
For the firft thing the travellers who arrive earlieft fet about is, to deftroy the cabbin, as
well as the dyke which conveys the water toit.  Had not this dyke retained the water,
they would never have been able to continue their journey, but neceflitated to take a trip
over lari.  Hence thofe beavers feem as if they had fuized on this {pot only to be of
fervice to thofe who travel that way. I have been told, that near Quedec there is much
fuch an inftance, where the beavers, by means of their dam, fupply water to a
faw-mill.

The Indiars were formerly of opinion, that the beavers were a fort of reafonable 7.4 notion
creatures, with a language, laws, and form of government peculiar to themfelves 5 and © beaver.
that this amphibious commonwealth chofe governors, whofe office it was to aflign each
private beaver his feparate tafk, place centinels to give the alarm on {ight of the enemy,
and to punith or banifh the drones.

Thole pretended exiles were probably no other than the land beavers, who really live of e 1.

feparate from the others, do no manner of work, and lodge under ground, where they beave
‘ , 1 have
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have no other care but to make themfelves a fecret paffage to the water. Thefe are

l:nown by the thinnefs of the fur upon their backs, which is, no doubt, occafioned by

their rubbing themfelves continually againtt the earth of their holes: befides, they are

always lean, the natural confequence of their lazinefs, and are rpuch more fr.equent in
hot than in cold countries. I have already remarked, that our beavers hf;tl‘e in Europe
refemnble this latter much more than the former fort., as they retire into the holes arzd
caverns they find on the banks of rivers, efpecially in Poland. They alre alfo fou\r;‘(]i in
Germany, along the Elb ; and, in France, on the Rhbone, thc? [fe.re, and t n? Ozfe. X hat
is certain is, that you do not difcover that wonderful fagacity in the European beavers,

for which thofe of Canada are fo juttly celebrated. .
It does not appear, that the Canadian Indians cave thefle creatures much difturbance

before the arrival of the Eurgpeans in their country. The {kins of thefe animals were

1 - 1 .
into elteem 110t then fo much worn by them as they have fince been, and the ﬂcfb of bears, and
by the Eu- o e other wild beafts, was much more in requeft with them than tiat of beavers,

rofeans.

Hunt'ng the

beaver.

Net and gun

They were, however, even then accuftomed to hunt them, and this hur.ing had its
fixed feafon and its eftablithed form and ceremony ; but as it was only the effect of
pure neceflity, and not of luxury, the havock made by it was very infignificant. For
this reafon, there was an amazing quantity of thofe animals when the French firfk
entered Canada. '

The hanting of the beaver is not at all difficult, as this animal has neither ftrength to
defend himfelf, and as the cunning he difcovers in building his habitaton totally for-
fakes him when he is attacked by any enemy. The winter is the feafon in which the
Indians declare war againft him, then it is that his fur is thickeft, and the fkin much
thinner than at any other feafon.

This hunting is performed in four diffcrent manners, which are that of the net, the

oun, the tranche, and the trap. The firft is rarely put in execution, and the fecond

feldomuled feldom or never ufed, as the eyes of this creature, though extremely fmall, are fo pier-

Method of
the trap.

And tranche

cing, and his hearing fo quick, that it is very difficult to get near enough to fhoot him,
before he has reached the water, and he never goes far from it at this feafon, and plunges
to the bottom the moment he difcovers any danger near. And even if he fhould hap-
pen to be wounded, the hunter would be equally at a lofs, as he never fails to run to
the water, and never comes up again after he has once dived, fhould he chance to die
of the wound. The tranche and the trap are therefore the methods meft in ufe in
this exercife.

Notwithftanding the beaver lays up his ftore of provifion for the winter, he now and
hien makes excurfions into the neighbouring woods in queft of more tender and deli-
cate food ; and this luxury often cofts him his life. The Indians lay {nares in his way,
much refembling the figure 4, which they bait with fmall pieces of wood that is tender
and newly cut.  The beaver no fooner touches it, than his back is broke with a huge
log which falls upon him, and the hunter inftantly coming up, foon difpatches him.
The tranche requires greater precaution, and is managed as follows: when the
ice 1s as yet but about half a foot thick, an opening is made in it with a hatchet, and
the beaver makes to this opening for the fake of breathing a little freth air ; the hunter,
who waits for him, eafily knows when he is coming, as his breathing caufes an unufual
motion in the water, and it is very eafy to knock him on the head the moment he raifes
itabove it. To prevent his difcovering the hunters, they firew over the hole with
reeds,ﬂqr witb the cars of reed-mace, and when they 'find the animal within reach,
they feize him by one of his feet, and throw him upon the ice, where they difpatch
him before he is recovered from his furprize.

[ . .
et how ufed . If the burrow happens to be near fome ftrearn, the bufinefs is ftill eafier, The way

Other ways

of hunting,

is then to cut the ice quite acrofs from fide to fide, in order to lay a net in it, and then
fall to breaking down the neft or cabbin The beavers never fail to run to the wa-
ter, Wl}ere they are taken in the net laid for them. There is, however, fome danger
in }ettmg it remain too long, in which cafe thefe creatures foon find means to recover
their liberty,

Thole who inhabit the lakes have, at the diftance of about three or four hundred
paces from the water fide, a fort of country houfes, where they retire fometimes for the
benefit of the air.  In this cafe the hunters divide into two bodies, one of which beats
up the quarters of thofe in the country, whillt the others fall upon the habitations of
the lake.  Now the beavers in the former abode, for the fportfmen generally take the

time
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time when they are all in the country, fly for funuary to the other, where they find
nothing but ruin and a cloud of duft, raifed on purpofe to blind them, and to make
them an eatier prey to their enemies. In fome places they content themielves with
digging a hole in their dams, by which means the ditch that furrounds them 1s foon
drained, their ifland is robbed of its chief defence, and they muft fubmit to fite. Or,
in cafe they fhould ftrive to remedy the evil, as they often do, the caufe of which is
entirely unknown to them, they fall generally into the hands of the enemy.

It has been faid, that when the beavers find themfelves purfued by hunters, or fome
of thofe beafts of prey that generally make war againft them, they ruth into the water,
which they lath with their tails in fuch a manner that the noife is heard at half a league
diftance. The reafon of thisis probably to give the alarm to their friends, who may be
abroad in the fame manner, without knowing their danger. They are faid alfo, to have fo
quick a fcent, a5 to difcover a canoe at an immenfe diftance; but that, like the hare, they
{ee only fideways, which defect often occafions their falling into the hands of thofe they
ftrive to fhun. There is another particularity related of the beaver, which would
make us believe, that, in imitation of the turtle, after lofing his female, he never coha-
bits with another ; fo that fecond marriages, it feems, are as much in abomination among
beavers, as they were formerly among the primitive Chriftians.

There is alfo another finall animal in Canada, of much the fame nature with the
beaver, and which appears in fome refpects to be the fame fort of quadruped, but of a
tmaller {pecies ; I mean the Mufk-Rat. This creature has, in fact, all the qualitics of the
beaver ; the ftructure of the body and efpecially of the head is in both fo very much a-
like, that one would naturally take the muik -rat for a fmall beaver, if the tail of the firft
be excepted, as it is much like that of ours in Eurgpe, as alfo the tefticles, which containa
perfume of an exquifitc odour. Thisanimal, which weighs about four pounds, is very
like the Mus Alpinus, of Mr Ray.

Parricuitore e
reluted  of
.

Muflc rat dei-
cribed

The muik-rat takes the field in the month of March, and its nourithment is then Hi food.

fome pieces of wood, which he peels before he eats them. After the melting of the
fnows he lives on roots of nettles, and afterwards regales himfelf with the ftems and leaves
ofthis plant. In fummer he touches nothing but brambles and ftrawberries, to which
fucceed the other fruits peculiar to the autumn,  During all this time it is very rare to find
the male and female apart from each other.

At the coming on of winter they feparate, each going his own way to take up his
lodging in fome hole or hollow of a tree, without any provifion, and the Indians affurc
us, that they maintain a perfect abftinence as long as the cold lufts.  They alfo build huts
nearly in the fame form as the beavers, but far inferior workmanthip.  As ¢o the fitua-
tion, it isalways near the water, {o that they are under no necetlity to build dams,

It is faid that the fur of the mufk-rat is ufed in the making of hats mixed with that of Uz of in £

the beaver, without doing any prejudice to the manufature ; the flefhis tolerably good,
except in time of rut, at which {eafon it is impofible to remove from it fomething of the
tafte of mulk, which is by no means {o agreeable to the palate asit is to the fmell.

The Bear was formerly the animal moft in vogue amongtt the indians of North Ame-
merica, till the arrival of the Europears turned the {cale in fuvour of the beaver. Hunt-
ting the bear was a kind of religious folemnity, and fuperftition had a great ftharc in this
exercife, the manner whereof, among fuch ot the Indrans as have not been converted to
chriftianity, is as follows :

and et

Hunting of
the beur.

It is always fome warrior chief, that appoints the time of hunting, and who is to invite Retigions pre-

the hunters. This invitation, which is performed with a great deal of ceremony, is fol-
lowed by a faft of ten days continuance, during which they are not to take fo much asa
drop of water. This whole time, notwithftanding the extreme weaknefs to which
they are reduced by it, isemployed in finging. The intention of this rigorous ceremony,
is to obtain of the Genii, the knowledge of the place where the greatett number of bears
areto be found. There are feveral of them who endure ftill more, in order to obtain this
grace ; and fome of them have been known to cut their fleth in different parts of their
bodies, with a view to render thofe Genii propitious. But it is to be remembered, that
theéy require no manner of affiftance to overcome thofc furious animals ; it fuffices that
they kinow the places of their abode.

parations.

It is with the fame view, they addrefs their vows to the manes, or fouls of the defunét Superitious
bears, which they have killed in their former huntings, and as this is the only fubject of = obferv.aczs

their meditation during thefe vigils, they naturally from the emptinefs of their ftomachs,
12 dream
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This however is not yet enough to determine them, for every
t leaft much the greater part of them, muft alfo have dreamt of

{ovine bears, and that in their own diftrict.  Now it is next to impofiible fo many dreams

fhould agree 5 to bring this to pafs therefore is'the pext embarrafiment, Whl?h is gene-
rally removed, when fome hunt{man of reputation happens to drca@ two or 1t’n.r{ec times
fucceflively of feeing thole beafts in a certain place. Whether thro comp! ain.ance, or
hearinz the fame thing often repeated, they all px:efently fall to dreaming after him, or at
leaft pretend to do fo, and that quarter isimmediately fixt upon for the place of huating.

As foon as the faft is over, and the place of hunting agreed upon, the chief e‘lect who
epaft to oll thofe who are to be of the

is to have the command in it, gives a magnificent r .
party, and no perfon dares to prefent himfelf at 1, before he has firft bathed himfelf,

which is generally by throwing himfelf into the river, provided only it be not frozen, let
the weather be never fo fevere. They are not obliged at this featt to eat up every thing,
as in fome others, and they all obferve great fobsiety. He who does the honours touches
nothing, his fole employment, whillt the othersare at table, 1s to make‘ the panegyric of
And invoca- his own feats in former huntings. Thefeftival ends with new invocations of the manes

dream of thole 2nimals.
man of the canton, or a

Solemn {eaft

Ho of the bears departed.  They then take the field all daubed over with bleck in the fume
) : T
maznner as when they go to war, amidft the acclamations of the whole village.
f“"‘”“g in  Thus hunting is in no lefs reputation amongft the Indians, than war ; and an "alliance
Honost with a good huntfinan is more coveted, than that of a famous warrior, becaufe this ex-

ercife furnifhes the family with all the necefliries of life, at leaft, with all that they
reckon as fuch, that s, with ibod and cloathing. But this charatter of a great
huntfman is not ealily acquirzd, for befure you are reckoned fo, you mufl have killed
at leaft twelve large bealts in one day.
Indians admi-  The Tudians have two confiderable advantages bevond us in Europe 5 for, in the firfk
nbic humess place. no obftacle is capable of {topping them, neither thickets, ditches, marthes, nor
rivers. Their way is always the noarelt, that is, forwards in a direct line.  Then there
is no animal, how fleet foever, which they cannot overtike by mere fwiitnefs of foot.
And we are told, that it 1s common enough for them to come home leading a drove of
bears into their village like a flock of fheep; and that the fwifteft deer, though I will
not venture this on my own authority, is not {wifter than they.
Ancient aene-  Formerly the hunter had little benefit from his abundance ; every one took what
;‘j;"f inde- fhare of the fpoil he pleafed, leaving the proprietor little befides the glory of labour-
o ing for the public advantage. He was, however, at liberty to make his own family
a prefent of the firft fruits.  This was the caftom formerly, till the arrival of the Eu-
ropeans, whofe ill example has in a great meafure deftroyed this ancient and moft com-
mendable {pirit of difintereftednefs, leaving them their own felfithnefs in exchange.
Lodgment of The feafon for hunting the bear is in the winter, when thefe animals retreat into the
bears. hollows of trees, or, when they find them fallen down, make themfelves a den with the
root, the entry of which they fill with branches of fir, where they are perfectly fecure
frony the feverity of the weather. If they fhould fail of either of thofe conveniencies,
they dig themlelves a hole in the earth, taking particular care, after they have retired
into it, to ftop the mouth ; and this they do fo well as fometimes to elude the clofeft
fearch.  But, however they happen to be lodged, it is certain, they never once ftir out
Their fulting the Whole winter. It is equally true, that they carry in with them no manner of pro-
the whole ~ vifion 5 fo that all this long feafon the bear neither eats nor drinks. Al he does is con-
yonter. ftantly licki.ng his paws, which are faid by fome to afford a fubftance from whence he
draws all his nourithment.  Every one, however, is at liberty to judge ofit as he thinks
fit, though it is undeniably true, that the experiment has been made by chaining up
one of thofe animals for 2 whole winter, without affording him the leaft nourithment,
N amjra}t the \end of Izlx months he has been found as fat as in the beginning, o
hanting them rere 1s no need of much courfing to take the bear ; the only thing required is to
ﬁ_nd out the place of their retreat in any confiderable number. When the hunters ima-
gine they have difcovered their haunts, they form a large circle of a quarter of a league
round, more or lefs, in proportion to the number of hunters, They afterwards advance
drawing nearer one another, every one making ftrict fearch as he goes for the retreat of
thefe animals. Hence, if there be any lodged in all this {pace, it is difficult for them to
efcape, the Indians being excellent ferrets.  On the morrow the bunting begins after
the fame manner, and fo continues from day to day while the featon latts.
As
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[ foonas & bear is killed, the hunter puts the end of his lighted pipe into his Ceremonious
m.uth, and blowing at the head of it till the bear’s throat and wind-pipe are full ofﬁ?ﬁjmf“:
the fmoke, conjures his fpirit not to be angry for what injury he has done his body, "
and not to oppofe his fuccefs in his future huntings. The huntfman, to know whether
his requeft is granted, cuts the {tring or membrane under the tongue of the bear, which
he kecps till he returns to the village, when all of the party, after many invocations,
and u deal of ceremony, throw thofe expiations into the fire, 1t thole membranes crackle
and iurink, as how fhould it be otherwife, it is locked upon as a certain fizn that the
angry {pirits of the bears are appeafed ; if otherwife, it is concluded they are fiill
wroth, and that the hunting of the enfuing feafon will be unprofperous, at leaft till they

cve found means to render them propiticus ; for there is no inconvenience which
they cannot remove by {ome religious ceremony.

'The hunters live well while tie feafon lafts, and if they have any fuccefs at all, they Presutie
bring home {ufficient to fealt their friends, and to maintain their ramilies for a conli- £
derable time. The fleth of this animal, fmoled in the chimney, is efteemed good
eating by the Indians, tho’ it would hardly go down with an Flurepeas,

The reception the fportfmen meet with on their return, 1s cvery vwav worthy of the
high notion they entertain of this exerciic.  Nothing is to be heard but the praifes
of thofe heroes, who wear fuch an air of importance and {clf-fufficicncy, as if they
were returning loaden with the {poils of a conquered zncomy. A grand repaft is given Tie chicr
on this occafion, and to leave none of the viunds ferved in it, atfords another ftrong huster's et
fubje@ of vanity and panegyric. The perfon who had the honour to be the dire@or
of the hunting, is the difpenfer of this treat, and the trit difh is the bear of the larseft
fize, which 1s ferved up whole, with his entruils, and without fo much as flaying i,
for they chufe to drefs the fleth in the fkin, as we do that of hogs. This feaft is de~
dicated to a certain genius, whofe wrath they believe they fhould incur, were they to
leave the leaft morfel. They are not fo much as to leave the broth in which the car-
cafe has been boiled, tho’ it be nothing but the fat melted and reduced to a perfect oil.

Nothing can be worle foed than this, which always proves mortal to ore or other of
the guefts on this occafion, and many of them find then.icives very much indifpofed
after thefe unwholefome repafts.

The bear is not a dangerous animal in Canada, except when he is hungry, or afier Bears rot
he has been wounded. It is proper, however, to be always upon your guard when g?ﬁgf”;‘)“s in
you approach him. They are feldom known to attck any perfon, and they ge-
nerally take to flight on feeing a man, a dog being all that is necciiiry to drive them
to a great diftance.

In the month of ¥u/y the bear is in rut, at which time his flefh is fo lean, and of {o Their i
difagreeable a tafte and {mell, that even the ZuzaZaus, who have not the moft delicate lﬁg;‘gd‘”“ a
palates, will fcarce touch it. He is alfo at this time fo fierce, that it is dangerous to
come near him. After this he recovers his complexion, by means of the fruits he then
finds every where in the woods, and of which he is extremely greedy.  The grape in

articular is his favourite difh, for which he will chimb to the top of the tulleft trecs ;
but fhould a hunter perceive him, he is fure to pay for it with his life.  After he has
fed a confiderable time on thofe fruits, his flefh acquires an ¢xcellent relith, which it
preferves till the fpring, though it has always a remarkable defect, from its extreme
oilinefs, which, if not ufed with great moderation, never fails to occafion the dyfentery.
It is, however, very nourithing, and a bear’s cub is-reckoned, by thofe who have eat
of this fort of food, not at all inferior to lamb.

The Indians always carry a great number of dogs with them when they go a hunting, 7, 4
which are the only domeftic animals they keep, and are deftined for this ufe only. of i game.
Thefe, In appearance, are all of the fame fpecies, with erect ears, their muzzle fome-
what long, like that of the wolf, and remarkable for their fidelity and affection to their
mafters, who never carefs,and, in other refpects, take but very ill care of them. They are
trained early to the exercife for which they are intended, and are indeed excellent hunters.

The Elk is an animal formerly common in North America, and of as much utility, Bl deferibed
with refpe@ to trade, as the beaver itfelf, had they not been extirpated, or at leaft
driven very far from the European colonies by thofe who went to fettle in thofe parts.

What is called in Canada the elk, goes by the name of the Elan, or Great Beaft, in
Germany, Poland, and Ruffia. This animal is of the fize of a hprfe, or of a mule of Au-
wvergne in France 5 is very broad over the hind parts; his tail no longer thanf one’s

inger ;
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finger ; the haunches very high, with the legs and feet of a ftag ; the withers, neck,
et

and upper part of the thighs are covered with long hair 5 the }_Jc_ad xsh.mo(r;:ftlgan t}\;vo
foot long, which he ftretches out lengthwife De'forei 'hlm, oiving himfe y that
) the muzzle is thick, and bends downwards al-

means a very ungraceful appearance ; ' 5 ds dc
moft like that of the camel ; and the noftils are fo prodigicufly wide, that you may
Fiis antlers are as long as thofe of the

thruft your fift and half your arm into them. ‘ e e
ftag, and much more {preading ; they are flat and forked, like thofe of 2 doe, and thoet
anew cvery year. _ .
Virwes ofLie 1t has b}c"e}:{ faid, }tlmt the elk is fubje?c to the epilgpfy, or f‘alglxngfﬁcli}cx}, ?I}dAtf}ﬁf,
hoof when the fit feizes him, he recovers himfelf by feratching his ear with .hb lefe hind foot
till the blood comes. This tradition probably gave occafion to believe the hoqt of
this animal a fpecific againft that diforder. It is applied to the heart of' the patient,
which is alfo practifed to cure an extraordinary palpitation. It s alfo given '?FO th‘c
patient’s left hand, to rub his ear with it in like manner; though I thould think it
requiiite, in order to cxpect the fame cffet as in the cafe of the animal, to'rub-;t, as
he does, till the blood comes. This hoof, when tuken in powder, or m_fuicd in
water, is reckoned very good for the pleurify, colic pa_ins, the flux, vertigo, an.d
purples. It is faid, that the Algonquins, who formerly fed on the fleth of this ani-
mal, were very fubject to the falling ficknefs, but that they did not make ufe of this
remedy, probably becaufe they were acquainted with a better, . .
Uies of his  The ikin of the elk is a mixtare of a light grey and a dark red. T'hc hmr.of it
f;;‘-‘lﬂffxi”:ﬂ“d becomes hollow, as the beaft grows old, and never fheds, nor lo(qs 1ts eiaﬂxc or
e {pringy virtue ; for let it be depreficd with ever fo much care, italways rifes up again ; it
is commonly ufed for matraffes, and ftufiing of faddles. The fleth ot the elk is of an ex-
quifite relith, light, and very nourithing, and it would really be a matter much to be
regretted, did it communicate the king's evil, as fome have imagined. The French
hunters, who have lived whole winters on it, declare they never felt the fmalleft incli-
nation to this diforder. Iis fliin is very firong, and of an oily foftnefs 5 it is dreffed
like thammy leather, and makes excellent bufizcoats, which are very light.
Intanvotion  The Jndians look upon the elk as an animal of good omen, and believe that thofe
@i who dream often of it will be very long Lived.  They hove a very different notion of
the bear, except when they are going to hunt thofe animals. They have alfo a
tradition amongft them, which is fingelar enough, that there is one of thofe elks fo
ruch in fize above all others, that, in comparifon of him, the reft appear like fo many
pimircs.  His legs, fay they, are {o tall, that eight feet of fnow is no manner of in-
convenience to him. His fkin is proof againt ali forts of weapons, and he has an arm
procecding from one of his fhoulders, which he ufes in the fame manner as a man.
He is never without a grcat number of other elks in his retinue, who form his court,
and do him all manner of fervices. Thus the ancients hud their Planix and Pegafus,
and the Chinefe and Fapanefe their Kirin, their Fee, their Hater Dragon, and Bird
of Paradife.

The elk loves cold countries; he grazes the field in fummer, and in winter he gnaws
the bark of trees.  When the fnows are deep, thofe animals affemble in herds in fome
pme—wooq, in order to fhelter themfelves from the feverity of the weather, where
they remain while there is any food for them. They are eafily hunted down at this
tlme,.andﬁill.more {fo when the fun gets heat enough to melt the fnows: for, as the
froﬁ.m l'the night forms a hard cruft on the furface of thofe foows which have been
m.elt.mg in the day time, the elk, who is very heavy, breaks it with his hoof, and wounds
his limbs in it, which he is fearce able to extricate from the holes he has made. Ex-
cept at thefe times, and efpecially when the fnows are not deep, it is very difficult and
even dangerous to come near him; for when he is wounded, he is very furious, and
will turn boldly on the hunters, and knock them down with his hoofs.  The way to
efcape from him is to throw him your coat, on which he will difcharge all his venge-
ance, whilft the hunter concealing himfelf behind fome tree, takes an opportunity to
difpatch him. The common pace of the elk is a hard trot, which is almoft as {wift as
a buffalo can run. He holds out a long time, but the Indians are ftill better runners
than he. It is faid, that he falls down on his knees when “he drinks, eats, and when
he goes to fleep ; and they add, that he has a fmall bone in his heart, which being
reduced to powder, and ‘taken in broth, brings forward the birth, and mitigates
child-bed pains,

Hunting the
elk.
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Vhe mot nortlierly Indians of Canada have a way of hunting the €Ik, which ic very
fimple, and not at all dangerous.  The hunters divide into two bodies ; one embarks
on board canocs, keeping at fome diftance from the other, and forming together a
pretty large femicircle, the extremities of which touch the banls; the other body
which remaips afhore, range themfelves pretty much in the fame form, and at firt
furround a confiderable fpace of ground. The hunters then let loofe their dogs, which
raife all the elks within thofe bounds, drive them towards the canoes, and at laft force
them into the river, or lake, where they inftantly receive the firc of all the canoes, fo
that very rurely fo much as one of them cfeapes.

Champlain {peaks of another way of hunting not only the elk, but even ftags and
caribous, that has fome relation to this. They inclofe, fays he, a certain portion of the
foreft with ftakes, or piles, interwoven with branches of trees, leaving only one narrow
entrance, in which they ftretch thongs of raw hides.  This inclolure is of a triangu-
lar form, and from the angle where the cntrance is, another triangle is conftruéted,
much lirger than the former ; thus thefe two enclofures communicate one with the
other, by the two angles. The two fides of this fecond triangle are furrounded with
piles in the fame manner, and the hunters, drawn up in onc line, form the bafe of it.
They afterwards advance, but take care not to breal: the line, drawing nearer and
nearer to each othes, with loud fhouts, and beating fome inftrument which makes a
prodigious noife.  The beafts, thus drove from one fide, and finding no way of efca-
ping to the right or left, and beflides being ftunned and itertled by the noife, have no
other way left them to efcape, but into the other incloture, and many of them are
caught by the neck or horns in this pailage. They make nrodigious efforts to extri-
cate themfelves ; fometimes they break or carry away the thongs, and fometimes they
ftrangle themfelves, or at leaft, the hunters, by this delay, have time to thoot them.
Thofe who efcape this fnare are ftill in as much danger as ever, and have too little
room, in this {maller enclofure, to fhun the arrows that are fhot at them from
all fides.

The elk has other enemies, that make as cruel a war upon him as the Indians. 'The
moft dreadful of thefe is the Cuarcajou, or Quincajou, a {pecies of the cat kind, the tail
of which is {o long as to wind feveral times round his body ; his hair is of a brownifh
red. As f{oon as this hunter comes up with the elk, he leaps upon him, fixes on his
neck, round which he twines his long tail, and then cuts his jugular, The elk has but
one way left to fhun this difafter, which is by throwing himfelf into the water the
moment he finds himfelf in the hands of this terrible enemy. As the carcajou can-
not endure the water, he immediately quits his hold ; but if the water be too fur o3
he has time to deftroy his prifoner before he reaches it.  As this animal is not en-
dowed with the moft acute {mell, he generally carries three foxes along with him,
which he fends out on difcoveries.  As {oon as they get {cent of an elk, two of them
place themfelves one on each fide, and the other direétly behind him'; and in this
manner they manage matters {o well by harrafling the prey, till at latt they force
him to betake himfelf to the place where they left the Carcajer, with whom they after-
wards fettle their different proportions of the {poil.  The Carcajou has ftill ancther ftra-
tagem to catch his prey, which is to climb a tree, where laving himfelf flat along fome
propending branch, he waits till fome clk paffes, and throws himfelf upon him the mo-
ment he perceives him within reach.

The ftay of Canada is in all refpecs the fame with ours in Eurgpe, only fomewhat
larger. "f'he Dindians however feem not to trouble themfelves much about them, at leaft
I do pot find that they make war upon the ftagin form, and with the fame ceremony as
when they hunt the bear and elk.

The Caribou is an animal not quite fo tall as the elk, has more the appearance of an
afs than a mule, and is as fwift as the ftag. There was formerly one of them
feen on Cape Diamond, near Quebec, which had probably been pyrfued by the hunters ;
but he was rot long in perceiving that he was 1n no place of fafety, fo he made but
one leap thence into the river, which he {wam over with the fame facility, but all to
no purpofe, being killed by fome Canadians, who were going to war, and then en-
camped at Point Levi, on the oppofite fide. The tongue of this animal is much
efteemed. Its true country is probably in the neighbourhood  of Hudforw’s Bay ; for
the Sieur Feremie, who pafled feveral winters in thefe Northern parts, fays, that be-
tween Danifb River and Port Nelfon, there are prodigious numbers all the fummer,
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which belng driven from the woods by the {warms of gnafs and gar{‘*—ﬂlxjs,v ;COA.mC‘ to re.
freth themfelves by the fua fide, and that for the {pace o.f Iorlt]y tzlr ﬁuly &aéuea together
you continually meet with herds ¢t them of a tbogﬁmd mla | crh at e?)[ 1—". i
It does not appear that the caribous have multiplied greatly i the mo ‘ r<?quef1te_ pla-
ces of Canada ; elks, on the contrary, were to bf: met with every where in prodigious
numbers, and might have made a very confiderable branch of tra)de, as infll as a great
convenicncy to the inhilitants, had they been beteer managed.  But this has been fad-
ly neglected, and whether it is by the multitudes killed, or that by hunting they have
obliged them to remove © other parts, nothing is rarer to be met W‘ith tban an elk..
Hantisg the  In tlic weftern and fouthern parts of Canada, on both fides the Mififippi, the hunting
buffilo” otk in vogue, is that of the Buffalo, which is done in the manner following. The
hunters draw up in four lines, forminga very large fquare : they begin by {fetting
{ire to the grafs, which is dry at that {eafon, and very rank : afterwards, as the ﬁrrc gets
ground, they advance, conftantly drawing nearer and- nearer to cach other. The burfaloes,
which are extremcly afraid of the fire, fly before it, till at laft they are pentup 1n fo
narrow a fpace, that few or none of them efcape ; feldom a party returns from hunt-
ing the Buitalo, without, as we are told, killing fifteen hundred,. or two thoufand of
thofe animals.  But left the different companies of hunters fhould incommode one ano-
ther, they acrec upon the place of hunting before they fet out. There are even ftated
penaltics for {uch as tranfgrefs thefe regulations, as well as for thole who by delerting their
pott fuficr the prey to efcape. Thefe penalties are in general, that every perfon (hall
have a risht to deprive the delinquent of his fhare of the {poil, and even to take his
arms from him, which is reckoned the greatcft affront that cain poflibly be given to an
Indian, and to deftroy his hut. The Fidian chiefs are cqually fubjelted to thofe
punithments with the reft of the company, and thofe who fhould attempt an exemp-
tion, would probably kindle a war that would not eafily be extinguifhed.
BufdoofCa- 1 he Buffulo of Canada is larger than ours in Eurgpe ; its horns are low, fhort, and
radadeienb’d blicl: 5 o long hairy beard defcends from its muzzle, and another from the crown of its
head, which falls over its eyes, and gives the creature a moft hideous look. It has on
its back a bunch, beginning from the haunches, and increaling towards the fhoulders.
The front of this bunch is higher by a cubit, than the hinder part, and three fingers
broad, and the whole bunch is covered with long reddith hair. The reft of the bo-
dy is cloathed with a black wool, which is highly valued. It is faid that the wool of
a Buffalo weighs eight pounds. This animalis very broad at the cheft, pretty flender
at the loins, has a very fhort tail, and alinolt no neck; but its head s much bigger
than the Ewrgpean Buffalo’s. IHe commonly flies the moment he difcovers a I;]an,
and 2 dog will drive a whole herd before him. He hasa very quick fcent, and you
muft always be to leeward of him, before you can get near enough to thoot him,
without being difcovered. But after he is wounded, he grows furious, and turns upon
the hunter; and he is no lefs dangerous when the females have newly brought forth
their young. The fleth .of this animal is very good, but that of the cow Buffalo is
only eaten, the bull's being too har(_i. As for the hide, nothing can exceed it; it is
cafily drefled, and tho’ it is exceeding ftrong, becomes full as foft and fupple as the
beft fort of thammy. The Indians make targets of it which are extremely licht, and
almoft mufket proof. 27
'There 1s another fp.ecic.s cf the buffalo in the neighbourhood of Hudfows Bay, the
fkin ;md wool of which is no.lcfs valuable than thofe of the buffaloes I have juft now
r}qenuoned. The account Whlcb M. Feremie gives of them is, that at fifteen leagues
trom thc? Danifh River is tl}e River of Sea Wolves, fo culled from the great number of
thofe animals that frequent it. Between thefe two rivers is a fpecies of buffaloes, called
Maufk buffalo. Muik Buffaloeg, from tbCll‘ fmelling {o ftrong of that perfume at a certain time of the
year, that their fleth 1s not catable. They are covered with a very fine wool, and
longer than that qfthe theep in Bzzrbc{ry. I carried, fays he, fome into France, in the
year 1708, of whlch I caufed fome pairs of ftockings to be made, which were even finer
'fmd more beautiful than thofe of filk. Thefe buffaloes, though {maller than ours
in Europe, h;we much thickter and longer horns, the roots of which meet op the
crown of their head, and coming down clofe by the eyes, almoft as low as the throat the
ends of them after.wards turn upwards, and form a kind of crefcent. 1 have, fayg M.
Jeremie, feen a pair of horns which weighed fixty pounds when {eparated from the fcull.
‘They have very fhort legs, fo that, when they walk, their wool trails upon the ground,

which
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which renders them fo unfhapely, that at a diftance you arc at a lofs wherc to look for
the head.  As there is no great number of thofe animals, the fpecies would {von be-
come’'extinét, were the Indians to be employed in hunting them. Befides, the thort-
nefs of their legs makes it eafy to kill them with launces, when the fnow is ¢ecp, in
which cafe they cannot poffibly efcape.

The moft common quadruped in Gznada is the Roe-buck, which differs in nothing from Rochck of
ours. This creature is faid to thed tears when he fees himfelf reduced to extremities by the g o
hunters.  When he is young, his fkin is marked with ftripes of different colours length-
wife ; afterwards, this hair falls off, and in place of it grows another fort, which is of
the common colour of this animal.  He is not at all fierce, is eafily tamed, and is natu-
rally fond of man. The tame females, when proud, will go into the woods, and, atrer
the has had the male, will return to her mafler’s houfe.  When fhe is ready to bring
forth her young, fhe retires to the woods again, whence, after fome time fpent 1a fuck-
ling, fhe comes back in the fame manner. She is conftant in her vifits to her off-
fpring ; the mafter follows her when he fees fit, and takes the young, which the atier-
wards nurfes in the houfe. It is fomuething ftrange, that every houfe in Chroda
is not fupplied with a large flock of thefe creaturcs; the fndians hunt them only
occafionally.

There are alfo in the forefts of Canada o great multitude of Wolves, or rather Wild- 1 e,
Cats, for they have nothing of the wolf] except the howling of that animal; in every
other refpect they are of the feline kind. They are naturally hunters, livinz folely on
the fleth of what other animal they are able to catch, and which they puiiue to the
tops of the talleft trees. Their fleth is white, and good eating; their hair and fkin
are well known in France, and make one of the fineft furs of all this country,
as well as the moft confiderable article in its commerce. Bat a greater value fhill is put
on a fort of black fox, that lives in the mountains, in the north part of this province.
I have however heard, fays my author, that the fur of the Ruflian blac’: fox, and of
thofe in the North of Eurgpe, are in ftill greater requeft. They are, however, ex-
tremely rare, even in Canada, probably becaufe of the difficulty of catching them.

The moft common forts here, are thofs who have black or grey hairs mixed with Foxes of va-
white ; others of them are entirely grey, and others of a carrotty red. There is a fort rioss colours.
of them found about the Upper Miffifipz, the fkin of which is of a filver white, and
extremely beautiful.  There are alfo tigers found in thefe parts, and wolves inferior in
fize to ours. The foxes hunt the water-fowl in a very fagacious manner. They ad~ g,y of
vance a little into the water, then they retire, making a thoufand antic motions on the the fox.
banks. Ducks, buftards, and fuch like fowl, are taken with this amufement, and draw
near the fox, who, to lull them into a {till greater fecurity, remains very quiet at firft,
only making a few motions with his tail to draw them ftill nearer. The moment he
thinks himfelf fure of them, he flies at them, and rarely fails of fuccefs. The fnligus
have bred up dogs to the fame exercife, which they perform with admirable dexteri-
ty ; thofe dogs, too, make a very cruel war on the foxes.

There is a kind of Pole-Cat, called, Enfant du diable, or Béte puarie, that is, the de- Pole-cat.
vil’s imp, or ftinking beaft, becaufe its urine, which it difcharges when purfued, taints
the air for half a quarter of a league round, for in other refpetsit is a very beautiful crea-
ture, of the fize of a fmall cat, but thicker, its hair thining or glofly, of a greyith caft,
with two ftrokes of white forming an oval from the neck to the tail, which is buthy
like that of a fox, and carried erect over the back, juft like that of the fquirrel.  The
fur of this animal, as alfo that of the Pekan, another creature of the wild-cat kind, al- . | o,
moft of the fame fize with thofe of Europe, that of the otter, the common pole-cat, furry animals.
the ftote, the wood-rat, the ermine, and martin, are what is called the Alcwud Pele-
terze, or lefler furs. The Ermine is of the fize of our fquirrel, but not fo long; the
fur of it is of a beautiful white, and it has a long tail, the tip of which 1s jet black.

The Martin is not fo red as thofe of France, but the hair of it is much finer. They
generally keep in the middle of the woods, out of which they never ftir, but once in
two or three years, and then always in large bodies. The Indians are perfuaded that the
year in which thefe animals are feen to come abroad, will be a good hunting year,
that is, there will be a large fall of fnow. The fkin of the martin is fold in Canada
for a French crown, even the moft ordinary fort, for fuch as are brown fetch twenty-

four livres and upwards.
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e The Stote differs from the pole-cat In ?his only, that the ha}r of;the former is
blacker, longer, and thicker, Thefe two ammals_ prey upon the birds, ng CVCT}: upon
thofe of the largeft fize, and make vaft deftruion in hen-rg)lof’tfs ir'xd pidgeon- bOl;}f)es.

Wood-rat. The wood-ratis twice as large as the rat of Ez:repe. The tail of t lSA‘Cl'?at;]H'C is buthy,
and the hairs of it of a beautiful filver grey. There are even fome of them entirely
white, and that of an extremely beautiful colour. ‘ The female has a bag under her
belly, which fhe opens and fhuts at pleafure : In this bag fhe enclofes her young when
fhe ‘is purfued, and flies with the burden for fafety. .

Squirrel,three A for the Squirrel, there are vaft numbers of them 1n this country, as they are ne-

forts. ver molefted. They are diftinguifhed into three forts; the red, which differs nothing
from ours ; thofc called Suzjfes, which are fomewhat {maller, and are fo called ‘becaufc
their {kin is marked with red, black, and white ftripes lengthwxfe., not unhl(:e the

Flying fquir. POpe’s Swi/s guards 5 and the flying {quirrel, of much th(? fame ﬁze with the Swifs, the

rel delenbed. fkin of which fort, is a dark grey. They are called flying fquirrels, not that they ac-
tually fly, but from their fpringing from one tree to an(_)ther, at the .dlf’cance at leaft
of forty paces, and when they leap from a fuperior height, they will {hoot double
that diftance. What gives them this extraordinary agility is two membranes regchmg
between the fore and hind legs of the fame fide, about two inches broad, very thin, and
covered with a very thin down, inftead of hair. This animal is very eaflily tamed,
and very lively, when he is not afleep. But this is very feldom, as he makes his laire
wherever he can, in your pockets, fleeves, and cuffs of vour coat. He generally gives
his mafter the preference, and will fingle him out from a fcore of people.

Porcupine de-  T'he Porcupine of Canada is of the fize of a middling dog, but fhorter, and not quite

feiibed. fo tall.  Its hair is about four inches long, of the thicknefs of a flender firaw, white,
hollow, and very f{trong, particularly thait on the back. This hair is all the weapons
he has, whether of the offeniive or defenfive kind ; he darts it at once at whatever
attempts his life, and 1t it pierce ever fo little the flefh, it muft be drawn out immedi-
ately, otherwife it penetrates to its whole length, for which reafon hunters are very
cautious of letting their dogs come near this animal. Its flefh is very good eating ; a
roafted porcupine being accounted not at all inferior to a pig.

Hare and 'The Hare and Rabbit of this country are exactly the fame with ours in Europe,

rabbir. excepting that their hind legs are yet longer. Their fkins are of little or no confe-
quence, as the hair is always coming off, which is a real lofs, as their fur is very fine,
and might be ufefully employed in the making of hats. Inthe winter feafon, thefe
animals turn grey, and rarely are feen to come out of their holes, where they live
on the tendereft branches of the birch-tree ; in the fummer their hair is red. The fox
makes a continual war on thofe animals; and the Indians catch them in winter on
the fnow with gins, when they go forth in queft of food.

The Rattle-Snake is the only reptile worthy of notice in this country, but fo well
known that we fhall pafs it over, and proceed to the birds that are inhabitants of Canada.

Birds of Co-  'The forefts of Canada are by no means fo well provided in birds, either with

nada. refpect to numbers or variety, as the feas, lakes, and rivers, are with fithes. There
are fome however which have their merit, and are peculiar to North America. Here

Eagles of two are eagles of two forts; the largeft have their necks and heads almoft white; they

fetind give chace to the hares and rabbits, which they carry off in their pounces to their
nefts, The other fort are grey, and prey upon birds only. Both kinds are excellent

Hawks.  fithers, The falcon, gofs-hawk, and taflel-hawk, are exa@ly the fame with thofe in
Europe ; there are befides a fecond fort of falcons, that live entirely on fith. The
glrtri?géﬁ. partridges of Canada, are of three forts ; the grey, red, and black ; thefe laft are the

R leaft valued of the three, having too much the flavour of the grape, juniper, and fir-
tree. Thefe have alfo the head and eyes of a pheafant, and their fleth is of a brown-
ith colour, with long tails, fpreading like a fan or the tail of a turkey-cock, and of
an extraordinary beauty, fome of them being mixt with red, brown, and grey, and
others a mixture of light grey and brown. All thefe forts of partridges are however
larger than ours in Europe, but fo remarkably tame, that they fuffer you not only to
fhoot at them, but to come very near them.

ffﬁpgs and Befides {nipes, which are excellent in this country, and the fmaller fort of water-

voodcocks.  fowl, which is found every where in the greateft abundance, you fometimes meet with
wood-cocks near fprings, but in no great numbers. In the country of the Ilinois, and
all over the fouth parts of Canada, they are in greater plenty,
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M. Deinys, a French writer, who refided fome time on this continent, affures us, that
the Raven of Canada is quite as good eating as a hen; which may be true of Acadia, Raven.
tho’ doubtful with refpect to other parts of Camada. The ravens are fomething lar-
ger than ours in Europe, blacker, and have a different cry.  The Olprays, on the con-
trary, are fmaller, and their note by no means {o difagreeable to ths ear. The Owl ofo

. . . . . . . wl,
Canada differs from the Ewrgpean only in that it has a fmall white ring round its
neck, with a peculiar fort of cry. The flefh of this bird is good eating, and many
prefer it to a barn-door fowl. The winter provifion of thefe owls confifts of ficld-mice,
in which they obferve a fingular piece of ceconomy in breaking their legs, and after-
wards fattening them for ufe on occafion. The Bat of this country is larger than thofe B
of Europe, the marrins and {wallows here are birds of paffage as in our hemifphere. Swallow.
The firft are not black like ours, but of a brownith red. There are three forts of
Larks, the fmalleft of which is of the fize of a fparrow; and this laft differs alfo from L™
our {parrows, and tho’ it retains the fume qualities, has however a very difagreeable Sparrow.
afpect.

Ducks are found in prodigions numbers in this country; of thofe birds they Ducks, twen-
reckon two and twenty different kinds. The moft beautiful, and beft to eat, are oo or
what the French call branches canards, from their perching on the branches of trees.

Their plumage is moft beautifully diverfified, and the colour extremely bright and

vivid. Swans, turkies, moor-hens, cranes, teal, geefe, bultards, and other large wa- Water-fow!.
ter-fow!, are found every where in the greateft abundance, except in the neighbourhood

of plantations, where they never come.

There are Magpies of two colours; fome are all white, and others of alight grey; pic.
and both make excellent foups. The Wood-peckers are beautiful to admiration. woodpeckers
There are of them of all colours, others entirely black, or quite of a dark brown,
except the head and neck, which are of a moft beautiful red.

The Thruth of Canada is very like ours in Lurope, as to fhape, but has only half Thrufh.
the charms of the other’s mufic. The Goldfinch has not near {o beauti{ul a head as Godfach.
the European, and all its feathers are overfpread with a mixture of yellow and black ;
I can fay little of its note, as having never feen one in a cage.

The forefts of Canada are full of a bird of the fize of a linnet, which is quite yel-
low, has a very {lender neck, and a very fhort fong, with little variety in it; This
bird has no other name than that of its colour. But the beft mufician of all the
Canadian groves, is a fort of ortolan, the plumage of which is of an ath-colour on Singing orto-
the back, and a white on the belly, whence it is called the white-bird, yielding nothing 2
to the pipe of the thruth in Europe; but the male is the only fong-bird, the female re-
maining mute even in a cage. This little creature has a very charming outfide, and
for its relith well deferves the name of Ortolan. It is not certain to what quarter
he retires in the winter-feafon, but he is always the firft harbinger of the fpring.

The fnow is fcarce melted when thefe birds are found in great multitudes in fome
parts, at which time you may take what quantity you pleafe.

About a hundred leagues fouth of Chambly you begin to meet with the bird called Curdinal bird
Cardinal, fome of which fort have been brought over to Parzs.  The {weetnefs of his ¢:feribed.
fong, and the beauty of his plumage, which is of a fine carnation, and a little tuft which
he has on his head, not unlike the crowns with which painters adorn Indian
kings, feem {fufficient to entitle him to hold the {ceptre amongft the feathered Lind.

He has, however, a rival in this country, capable of engaging every vote, were the
charms of his mufic equal to thofe of his outward appearance, I mean what they
call in our country /'Oifeau Mouche, or Humming Bird. 'This name is given him for two py g 1.
reafons, the firft is, his diminutive fize; for with all his feathers, he is no bigger fingalarleats
than a common May-bugg. The fecond is the great buzzing noife he makes
with his wings, not unlike that of a large fly. His legs, which are an inch
in length, are like two needles. His bill is no thicker than his limbs, and from
this he thrufts a tongue, or rather a fting, with which he pierces the flowers, ex-
tracting the juice, which is his common nourithment. The female has nothing gau-
dy in her outfide, is of a beautiful white below the belly, and a light afh-colour
every where elfe; but the male is a perfe¢t jewel. From the top of his head rites a
fmall tuft of black, the breaft is red, the belly white, and the back, wings, and
tail of a vivid green, with fpecks of gold difperfed over all his plumage, which
2 gives

Yellow bird.
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oives it an aftoni(ling beauty in conjunétion with an imperceptible down that forms
o ‘ 3

5 I i inable.
the fofteflt and fweeteft dyes imagmnable. . . ) )
Some travellers have confounded this bird with the Colivry ; and indeed this ap-

pears to be a fpecies of thofe birds ; but the Colivrybofjbe 1365 1s f?z}ézwhglsh!argfeg
has a much brighter plumage, and the bill 1~e.cu]rve'c} or bending ‘ ?Wn(\iﬁl .0 18 1}r1

is f2id to have a very melodious pipe ;_VVthﬂ, 1t true, 18 a great ;I V.‘:}ntabelrovert ¢
Oifeau Mouche, or humming bird, Whl_Ch has no fong at all. ¢ ]?5 aho {a very
firong and nimble flight ; now you {ec him on a flower, and a moment after he fprings

almoft p@rpendicularly up into the air. He is «!fo a declared, and indeed a very dan-

; ] . . orts L
cerous enemy to the raven: On fecing one Qf them he. quits h}s foo_d, de.tb l}lmfelf
2 oets under his wing, and pierces him with his fting, o

int ir like lightening, g

im,dﬁghlér by ‘the fal]?’o; by the wounds, he tumbles deac} to the. ground.  Thefe
birds are very tender, and are thercfore very careful to prevent th.e firft coming of t}_le
frofts. They probably retire towards Caro/zzzcz,. vvhere_ they are faid to be feeq only In
winter, They build however in Canada, hapgmg tl'lelr neils on the B.:xoughs of trees, in
fuch manner, that they are fheltered by their pofition from all the inclemency of the
air.  Nothing can be neater than thofe nefls; the bottom 1s COII.lpO.de of l.lttle bits of
wood, interwoven together like bafket-work, and.the infide 1s lined Wl.th a filky
fort of down. Their eggs are of the fize of peafe, with yellow {pots on a white ground ;
they are generally faid to lay three ai a time, and fometimes they go as far as five.

As for the forelts of Canada, which cover almoft the whole continent, they feem
to be as ancient as the world itfelf. Nothing can be nobler than the profpe&
they afford, the trees piercing the very clouds, and in fuch variety, that there is per-
haps no man living acquainted with half the different {pecies to be found in thofe parts.
As to the ufes they are capable of ferving, they are {fo many that it is impoffible to e-
rumerate them.

Thofe kinds which firike the eye of a ftranger moft, on his firft coming into this
country, are the pine, the fir, and the cedar, all which are of an height and thicknefs per-
fectly aftonithing. There are two forts of pines in this country, both very proper for
making of pitch and tar. 'The white pine, at leaft, forpe of this fort,. produce at their

apex, a fort of mufhroom, like tinder, which the natives call Guarigue, ufed by the
Indians againft diforders of the breaft, and the dyfentery. The red pine is more gum-
my or refinous, and of a ftronger {ubftance, but not fo large as the white. The lands
which produce both forts are not the moft favourable for corn, being chiefly compo-
fed of gravel, fand, and clay.

There are four forts of firs in Canada ; the firft refembles ours in Europe; the
three others are the white-prickly, the red-prickly, and the fpruce fir. The fecond
and fourth forts grow to a prodigious height, and are excellent for mafts, efpecially
the white-prickly fir, which is alfo very proper for carpenters work. This tree grows.
generally in moift and black foils, and fuch as after being drained are capable of bear-
ing all forts of grain. Its bark is fmooth and thining, and is overfpread with exu-
dations or {mall blifters, of the fize of a kidney bean, which contain a fort of tur-
pentine or balfam, a fovercign and {peedy remedy for wounds, ,and alfo extremely
beneficial in cafe of fractures. It has been afferted that it expels fevers, and cures painsin
the breaft and belly. The way to ufe it is by mixing two drops of it with broth or
foup. It has alfo a purgative quality; this is what is called in Europe white balfam.

The red-prickly fir is nothing like the white; the wood of the red is heavy, and
may be ulctully employed in fhip-building, and in carpenters work, Thefe trees
grow commonly in clayey and gravelly foils. The fpruce fir produces gum, but not
in any quantity worth extracting ; the wood of this tree lafts a long time under
around without rotting, fo that it is extremely proper for making fences for enclofures:
"T'he bark of it is very good for tanning, and the Indians dye a colour witli it fome-
thing like a deep blue. The lands where this tree grows are for the moft part clayey,
tho’ there are fometimes good numbers of them to be feen in fandy places; but poif-
fibly under that fand may be layers of a clayey, or perhaps a richer mould.

‘The cedar of Canada is of two forts, the white and the red. Thefe laft are of the
largeft growth, and generally ufed for paling and pipe-fraves, onaccount of its lightnefs.
‘There is a fort of incenfe that diftils from it, but it yields no fruit like the cedars of
Mount Lzbanus. The red cedar is not only not fo tall, but alfo flenderer than the white,
In proportion to its height, The moft remarkable difference, however, is that the

odour
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odour of the white is entircly in the leaves, and that of the other which is much pre-
ferred, tn the wood only ; neither of thefe trees, and efpecially the white will grow
in any but the beft of {oils.

There are two forts of oaks found over all Canadas, diftinguithed in like manner in- Oak, white
to the white and red oak. The firft are often met with in low, humid, and fertile and red.
lands, and fuch as are proper for produciag of corn and pulfe. The red fort, the
wood of which is alfo lefs valued, grows, on the contrary, on dry fandy places; both
forts bear acorns.

The Maple is alfo very common in Canada, fome of which grow to a prodigi- Maple.
ous thicknefs, and very good pieces of furniture are made of the wood. They gene-
rally grow in high lands, and fuch as are very proper for fruit trees. What they call
the Rbene in this country, is the female maple, the wood of which is much clouded,
but paler than the male fort; in other refpects it has the thape and all the properties of
that tree ; but it thrives only in moift and fat lands. This tree affords great quantities
of a cooling and wholefome liquor, from which they make a fort of fugar by a much
thorter procefs and a lefs expence than that of the #e/t Indies ; this is alfo reckoned a
good pettoral, and very balfamic.

The cherry tree (bearing a fmall bitter cherry) found amongft maples and white wood,
is very proper for furniture; this tree produces much more liquor than the maple,
but it s bitter, and the fugar made of it, never lofes its difagrecable tafte. The In-
dians ufe the bark of it as a remedy for certain diforders, incident to the fair fex.

There are_ three forts of afh trees in Canada, that called Francy, the meftizzo or A, 3 forts.
mongrel, and the baftard afh. The firlt fort, which grows among{t maples, is proper
for the carpenters trade, and for ftaves for dry catks. The fecond has the fame u-
fes and qualities, and like the baftard, grows only in low fat lands.

They reckon alfo three forts of walnur trees in this province ; the hard, the foft, Walnut-tree,
or tender, and the third fpecies, which has a very thin bark, 'The hard walnut tree " foris.
produces very fmall nuts, pleafant to the tafte, but which lye long and heavy on the
ftomach ; the wood of this is only fit for burning. The foft walnut tree has an ob-
long fruit, of the fize of a French walnut, with a very hard fhell; the kernels
of thefe are excellent to eat. The wood is not quite fo fine as ours in Europe,
but in return it is almoft incorruptible either in the earth or under water, and ex-
tremely difficult to be burnt. The third fort produces a nut of much the fame
fize with the firft, but in greater quantities, bitter, and enclofed in very thin fhells.

Thefe nuts yield an excellent oil ; there diftils from the tree, a water much richer
in f{ugar than that of the maple, but in {mall quantities. This, as well as the foft
fort of walnut trees, grows only in the richeft foil. '

Beech trees abound in thofe parts on particular fpots. Sometimes they are found Eze;];‘a‘:;"tfé
on fandy hillocks and at others on the richeft low-lands. Thefe bear great quantities bitter cherry.
of maft, from which it would be no difficult matter to extrac the oil ; the bears and e
partridges fubfift chiefly on this fruit. 'The wood of thefe trees is extremely foft, and
and very fit to make oars for boats or galleys, tho’ oars of canoes are made of maple.
White-wood, a fpecies of the poplar which grows among maples, and the bitter cher-
ry tree, are very plentiful.  Thefe trees grow very thick and ftreight, the wood is ve-
1y even, eafily worked, and fawed, makes excellent boards, and thick planks, and alfo
ftaves for cafks. The Iudians make ufe of the bark to thatch their cabbins.

The elm is very common in every part of this province. The kinds are the white, Elms, white
and the red; the wood of the red is harder, and much more diflicult to work, but it 34 red-
is alto much more lafting. It is the bark of the red elm of which the Indrans make
their canoes; fome of which made of one fingle piece, are capable of containing twenty
perfons.  Some of thefe trees are alfo hollow, and it is in thofe cavities that the wild
cats and bears take up their lodgings from the month of November to April. The Foplr
poplar is commonly found along the banks of rivers, and in marthy places.

The woods afford great numbers of plumb trees, loaden with fruit of a very fharp Plamb-trees.
acrid taftc, Lc Vinagrier or vinegar tree, is a {hrub with a very large pith, which Vinegar, pe-
produces a fharp kind of fruit growing in clufters, of the colour of bullock’s blood, mine, and
Thefe are infufed in water, and make a fort of vinegar. The Pemine, ancther plant ey
peculiar to this country, is a different thrub, giowing along the fides of rivulets, and in
meadows, which alfo bears a cluftering fruit of a very {harp and aftringent tafte. There
are three forts of goolberry trees, natives of this country,and exactly fuch as thofe of France.

M The
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The fort called bleuet grow, Lere, as in Europe, in woolsor groves. The fruit is a
fovereign and mofl efficacious remefly for the 'dyientmy, which it removes in very
little time. 'The Indians dry or preferve them in the fame manner s we do cher-
ries in Hurope, ) L 1
The atoca is a fruit growing in pods, of the fize of a cherry. "This plant which
thom, and  crecps along the ground in marfhy places, produces 1ts fruit in the water. It has a
rerontice.p 0T a2 i uled in confections.  The white thorn is found on tne banks of ri-
harp taite and is ule : C
vers, and produces plenty of fruit with three ftones, which is the wod of feveral wild
beafts. What they cull here the cotton tree, is o plant which fprouts, like afparagus,
to the height of about three feet, and is crowned with feveral tufts of flowers; thefe
are {haken early in the morning before the dew 1s off them, when there falls from
them with the dew, a kind of honey, which is reduced into fugar by boiling ; the feed
is contained in a pod, which enclofes alfo a very fine fort of cotton.
cliower. The Heliotrope, or fun flower, isa plant very common in the ficlds belonging to
the Tudians, and grows to the height of feven or eight feet ; its flower, which is very
large, refembles very much that of the marigold, and its feed is difpofed exaétly in the

{atme manner.
The Indians by boiling it, extral an oil, with which they anoint their hair. The
Rz Liduey- legumes, or greens, which the Aborigines, or ancient inhabitants of Canada moft
;’?“‘b”[“ commorly cultivate are, maiz, or Turlcy-corn, kidney-beans, pompions, and melons,
»~%  They have a kind of pompion much fmaller than ours in Ewrgpe, but very fweet to
the tafte. Thefe they boil whole in water, or roaft in the athes, and {o eat them
without any aditional feaicninz.  The Indians knew the ufe of both common and
water-melon, before the arrival of the Europeans in this country.  The firft was full
as good as thofe of France, efpecially at Ghambly, where they are in great abundance,
The hops, and capilaire, or maiden hair, are alfo the prodution of Canada, and this

‘ latter grows to a greater height, and is much preferrable to that of France.

f;"fi? of G- n the Southern parts of Canada, are multitudes of vines; it is about the entry of
o the Lake Ontario, where you firft meet with them, and that in fuch numbers, that
there is fcarce any tree without a vine, which climbs to the top of the higheft of
them. Vines abound as much, we are aflured, all over the country as far as Adexico.
The branches fpring from a very thick ftem, and bear multitudes of grapes ; but no
bigger than a pea, which is owing to their want of pruning and cultivation, When
rip: they afford a plentiful repaft for the bears, who mount in queft of them, to the
tops of the loftieft trees. Yet they have only the fragments left by the birds, who
very foon reap the vintage of whole forefts. Asto fimples, there isa great variety, and
amongft thofe many which are peculiar to Cancda ; but to give the detail of ther;1 all

o
would fwell thisaccount to too great a balk, and would require a volume to themfelves.

Atoca, white

OfF zf;ée Qrzgz;z, Languages, Religion, Government, Genius,
C/?[!.}"QCZ!V 7 AMfz;:z.;m‘ , and Cuftoms, of the differemt
Indian Netiows z;z/%aézz‘mg CANADA.

|\ HE ficft Indiai nation we meet with in our voyage from Europe to Canada
F i na. ¢ is that of the @&zmaux, a people inhabiting the immenfe and frightful foli-
0. 8 tudes of Labrador, fituated on the North fide of the Gulph of 8¢ Laurgnce
and of Ehe‘lﬂand of Newfoundland, whither they make annual excurﬁoni it
being doubted, wheth:er there are any other inhabitants, befides thofe flying colonics of
the Bfkimaux, to be found on that ifland. Here they pafs the greateft part of the
veur, and efpecially the fummer, being employed ‘in the common exercifes of

{avages, hunting and ﬁﬁﬁing, which conftitute all the arts known or praQife
:fzmong 'thein. The Efkimaux, though fearce numerous enough to people two or fﬁrs
:ox‘r}iov‘illaﬁes,_ppﬁei’s, or rather range through, an immenfe extent of country, lying
v{,ct\mc“ the river S¢ Leurcnce, Canada, and the Northern Ocean ; and fome of them

have be;r} met with as far as the river Bouréen, which flowing rom the Weft, dif-
charges itlelf inte Hudfon’s Bay., ’ ® et G

The
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The origin of this name of Effimaux is doubtful, though the moft probable etymo- Of heirname
logy of it is from the Algonquin word Efguimantfic, that is, Eaters of raw flefb. In
fact, the Efkimaus are the only Indians we know, who feed on raw fleth, though they
are not, however, ignorant of the manner of roafting it, or, at leaft, drying it in the
fun, It is alfo ccrtain, that of all the known nations ot America, there is none that
anfwer the notion we in Europe at firft entertain of the manners and qualities of fa-
vages, more than this.  They are alfo almoft the fole pople in America who have any
beards, which they huve naturally fo thick, that their face is covered with hair up to
the very eyes, and it is with ditliculty one is able to diftinguith the fmalleft feature or
lineament of a human countenance in them. Their air is, moreover, to the laft de-
grec hideous ; little and haggard eyes; black, and fometimes flaxen hair, kept in
the moft frightful diforder imaginable ; and their whole outfide very much like that
of brute animals,

Their manners and characters are fuch as, in every refpeét, juftify the imprefiion
one receives of them from this horrible phyfiognomy ; they are fierce, favage,
reftlefs, fufpicious, and cxtremely defirous of doing mifchief to firangers, who can
never be fufficiently upon their guard againft them. As for their genius, and the
qualities of the mind, we have fo little communication with this nation, that we are
not fufficiently qualified to make a juft eftimate of them. They have, however, a-
bundance cf addrefs in doing mifchief: They have been often known to cut the cables
of thips at anchor in the night, in order to make them fuffer hipwreck on their
coaft, that they might reap advantage from their diftrefs. They are even bold enough
to attack them in the face of day, if they happen to difcover the crew to be weak.
It has always been impoflible to civilize them, fo that there is no dealing with them
but at the end of a long pole. They not only keep at a diftance from Eurcpeans, but
even refule to eat of any thing prefested by them, and in every thing take fo many
precavti ns with refpect to them, as not ouly to betray an infinite diftruft and iufpi-
cion on their tide, but alfo to give grounds for the fame fears from themfelves.
The Efimanx are tall of ftature, and indifferently well made, and their fkin is
quite as fair as that of the Kuropeans, owing to their never going naked, fummer
or winter, let the heat be never fo exceflive.

Some derive their pedigree from Greenland. Their flaxen hair, their beards, the Their origin.
whitenefs of their fkin, their {mall commerce and refemblance with their neighbours,
leave no room to doubt their having a different original from the other Americans.
"This conjecture therefore is not improbable ; as we may fuppofe no nation will much
value themfzives on the honour of an alliance with a people, who are as inhofpitable
and uncultivaica as the country they inhabit.

T eir cloathes confilt of a fhirt, made of the bladders or entrails of fithes cut
into breadths, and tolerably well fewed together, over which they wear a fort of
cloak, made of the fkins of bears, or other wild beafts, and even fometimes of
the fkins of fowls. A fort of cowl, or cap, of the fame ftuff with their thirt, and
fowed to it, covers the head, and from the top of it rifes a tuft of hair, which falling
down hides their forcheads. The fhirt reaches to the loins only, and the cloak
hangs down before as far as the thighs, and behind “terminates in a point fomewhat
below the waift. The women however wear it hanging down on both fides as far
as the mid-leg, and faften it with a belt, from which hang fmall bones. The men
wear breeches made of {kins, with the hair inwards, and covered on the outfide with
ermine, or fome fuch fur. They wear alfo ftockings made of fkins, with the hairy
{ide,inwards, in the fame manner, and over thefe, fur-boots, with the hair as the firft,
then a fecond pair of ftockings, and another pair of boots above that; and thofe
ftockings and boots, it is faid, fometimes trebled and quadrupled, which, with all their
encumbrance, hinder not thofe Irndians from being very nimble. Their arrows, which
are their only arms offenfive or defenfive, are pointed with the teeth of the fith called
the fea-cow, to which they alfo add iron when they can get it. In fummer they are
krown to live night and day in the open air : In winter they live in caverns under
ground, where they are crouded one over another, probably for the better keeping
out the cold.

We are very little acquainted with the Indians, living round and above Hud- Four 7ndiax
on’s Bay. On the Southern parts of that bay indeed they carry on a trade with matioss.
the Miftaflins, Monfonis, Criffinaux, and Affiniboels, thefe 1:{t lie very remote,I and
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inhabit the banks of a lake lying to the North, and North-Weft oAf the Sioux, a

dialect of whofe language they fpeak the three otbcrs t_alk the /]/gm/é_z/z language,

The Crifiinaux, or Killiffinous, come from the countries lying on the North fhore of
uperior.

8azanois na- Lal’;‘ehf gzdz'am in the neighbourhood of the rivers Bourbon and St There a, have no

tion. affinity in point of language with either ; they may poffibly upderf’cand the Efg;zmzaux,
who have been feen very high above the mouth of the river. . Thefe [/zdzg{zs are
obferved to be extremely fuperftitious, and never to perform.thelr worthip without
{fome fort of facrifice. Thofe who have moft frequented thexr'count}'_y, afirm them
to have, like their brethren in Canada, notions of good and' evil genii; that th\e.fun
is their principal deity and that, Wh?l] they are about to dellberate_ upon any aﬁalr of
importance, they caufe him to be fmoked ; a ceremony W_hlch is perfurmefi in .the

Smoking the manner following. They affemble at day break in the cabbin of one of thCJI: C.lnef§,

fun. who, after lighting his pipe, offers or prefents it to the rifing fun, th.ex} guiding it
with both hands from FEaft to Weft, implores that planet to be propitious to the
nation. ‘'This done, all thofe who compofe the affembly, fmolfe by turns in the fame
pipe. All thefe Indians, tho’ there be a&ual}y five or fix dlﬁ"f:rent nations of them,
are comprehended by French authors, under the gener;al apellation qf Savanois, from
the nature of the country they inhabit, which is low, {wampy, and ill-wooded, thofe
drowned barren lands, being called Savanes in Canada.

indiansofthe  Higher up the bay Northwards, you meet with two rivers, one called /z riviere

Tavo Rivers. Danoife, or Danes river, the other la rivere de Loup Marin or Sea-Holves river.
On the banks of thefe live certain Indrans, called, for what reafon it is hard to fay,
by the name or rather by the nick-name of Plats coree de Chicns, that is, Lowland Dogs,
They are often at war with the Savanors, tho’ neither of thefe nations treat their pri-
foners with that crueity, common to the Canadian Indians, being fatisfied with making
flaves of them.

The Savanois are fometimes reduced by famine to inconceivable hardthips, whe-
ther owing to their natural lazinefs, or to the barrennefs of their lands in fome feafons,
in which their harveft fails them. When thefe inconveniences are attended with
a fcarcity of game, and a bad fithing feafon, as they are then in perfe® want of fuf-
tenance, fome have made no feruple to affirm, that in this conjuncture they eat one

. another. The coward is generally the firft viim to neceflity, and, it is faid, it is

;:q;‘:ifdcgfn cuftomary among them, when they come to fuch anage as to be no longer in a condi-

mons of the tion to be ferviceable to their families, for the perfon in thefe circumftances to tie a

favansis. rope about his neck, prefenting the ends of it at the fame time to the child that is deareft
to him, who ftrangles him with all the quicknefs he can exert, and believes he has per-
formed a meritorious action, not only in putting an end to the fufferings of his father, but
alfo by promoting his happinefs ; it being an article of faith among thofe Iudians,
that thofe who die old are born again, and take upon them a fecond life on earth, begin-
ning at the ftate of infuncy as before, and that he, on the contrary, who finithes his life
betimes, and before he is old, becomes (o on his arrival in the other world, or, as
they call it, in the country of fouls.

Murages.  The young women amongft the Savancss marry not till their parents think fit, who
alfo make choice of him they are to elpoufe ; and the fon in law is obliged to live
with his father in law, in entire fubjetion to his will and pleafure, till he has chil-
dren of his own. The young men quit their father’s houfe betimes, in order to fhift

samerals. for their livelyhood.  The Savanois burn the bodies of their dead, and enclofe their
afhes in the bark of trees, which they afterwards bury in the earth: They then e-
ret a fort of monument made with poles, to which they tie tobacco for the u'c of

Huntine 1y the deceafed in the other world. If the departed were a hunter, his bow and arrow

honour,  are fufpended on it, in honour of him. The time of mourning of a mother for her
children lafts the fpace of twenty four days, during which, prefents are made to the
father, who returns this compliment by giving 2 repaft. War is much lefs in ho-
nour among them than hunting; but, in order to acquire the reputation of an abie hun-
ter, the candidate for this diftinction is to falt three days fucceflively, without tatting
any thing, and to have his face daubed with black all the while. The faft ended,
he offers as a facrifice to the grand fpirit, a morfel of each wild beaft he has been accuf-
tomed to hunt, and it is commonly the tongue and the fnout, or muzzle, which,
except on thefe occafions only, are the portion of the huntfman himf:lf,  His relations

touch
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touch nothinz, and wonld fooner die of hunger, than eat of it ; he is to treat no

perfon whatever with it, bat his friends or ftrangers.
In otier refpeds, it is affirmed, thofe Indions are perfectly difintercfted, and of Trathand i
. . . . . elity of 7n-

an incorruptibie fideliry ; thut they abominate a lie, and hold all manner of de- ;.

ceit in the utm>k horror and deteftation.  Such are the manners of the Northern Inz-

dians, with whom the French nation have never had any eftablithed trade, and confe-

quently are gic.ter flrangers to their manners than thofe of the nations following.

Thefe muy be diftinguifthed into three different clafies, or languages, each of which Thfe 1“{“}
has its peculiar genius and charalter. In all that vaft extent of country, which is A
more particalarly known by the name of New France, and whofe linits on the
North extend to the Highlands near Hudfon’s Bay, which was fettled and confirmd
bv the treaty of Utrecht ; and is bounded on the Eaft by the Brizzfb colonies ; by
Louifiana towards the South-eaft ; and by the Spanifb dominions on the Weft, there
are but three mother languages, from whence all the reft are derived ; namely, that
of the Szousx, the Algonkin, and the Huron languages.

The firlt of thefe nations is little known, no more than how far their name or lan- rig of the
guage may poflibly reach. The French have as'yet had no manner of commerce, except Siouv. Ac-
with the Swwx and the Affiniboels, and that not without frequent interruptions. The ;‘ég‘;i;’f that
miffionaries attempted to make a fettlement amongft the firft of thefe nations ; but
tho’ this endeavour was not accomplithed, the people appeared extremely docile. The
ill fuccefs of this enterprife is the more to be regretted, as no nation could poffibly
afford better lights, with refpect to the unknown countries lying to the North-weft of
the Mififippi, becaufe they traffic with all the nations inhabiting thofe vaft regions.

Thefe people dwell, for the moft part, in Savannas, or meadows, in very capacious

tents, made of tkins, and very ingenioufly contrived. Their common food is wild

oats, which grow in great plenty in their marfhes, and on the banks of their rivers ; and

the fleth of buffaloes, which are covered with wool, and graze in prodigious multi-

tudes in thofe meadows. 'They have no fixed abode, but travel from place to place in

large companies, like the Tartars, ftopping no longer in one place, than the plenty of
ame to be found in it will allow.

The French geographers diftinguifh this nation into the Wandering Sioux, the Sioux pigaion of
of the Savannas, the Eaflern, and the Weflern Sioux ; a diftinction, in the opinion of the sioux.
fome writers verfed in thole matters, not too well founded. All thofe Szoux live ex-
ally in the fame manner, {o that a tribe, or clan, which has refided laft year on the
Eaftern thore of the M;/fifipz, will be found next on its Weftern bank ; and thofe per-
haps who have been feen for fome time paft on the River Sz Peter, fhall now inhabit
fome Savanna at a confiderable diftance from it.

The name of Sioux, which has been given by the French to thofe Indians, is en- Of the name
tirely of French extrattion, or rather it is no more than the two laft fyllubles of the Sow.
word Nadoueffioux, the name given them by feveral nations ; others call them
Nadoue/Jis.

This nation is by far the moft numerous of any we know in all Conade, and for- People nume.
merly very peaceable and unwarlike, till the Hurons and Outawais took fanéuary a- rous and
mongft them, when they fled from the fury of the Iroguois, or Five nations; thefe peaccable.
people laughed at the fimplicity of the Sioux, and foon inftructed them in the art
military at their own coft.

The Sioux have a plurality of wives, and punith adultery with extraordinary feverity. p .0 a1
This is done by cutting off the extremity of the nofe of the delinquent, and by cutting terers.
the {kin in form of a circle on the crown of the head, and afterwards tearing it off.

Charlevoix f{ays, he has fpoken with fome perfons who are perfuaded, that the
Sioux have the fame accent in pronouncing the words of their language with the Chi- ,

. . . Pronuncia-
nefe, and it would be no difficult matter for any French gentleman, who knew both (o tike the
languages, to determine whether this nation derives its original from that ancient Chinef.
oriental people.

Thofe who have had any intercourfe with the Afiniboels affirm, that they are tall ;.. .
of ftature, well made, vigorous, a&ive, inured to cold and all manner of fatigues ; deferibed.
that they pierce their bodies in every part, which they adorn with figures of ferpents
or other animals; and that they undertake journeys of a prodigious length. There is

nothing, however, in this defcription much differing from other Indians of this conti-
nent

¥
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nent known to us: But the great c}.lo.ruffteriﬁic of this nation Js,d :?l'sx‘r p}}]ﬂ?gf'ngti‘c
temper, which appears to an cxtraordinary degrec, *.v{)el?vcon}garle dWIFI} the” Criffs-
naux, with whom they traffic; who are, on the {.::»mrmg,l ;JOWF Vﬁ{lal {anhextra-
ordinary vivacity and {pirit, always dancing and finging, . %’L-’“*”;)g :c’”t 1 uca a vo-
lubility of tonrue, and fuch a torrent of cxpreffion, as is raiviy to be found in any o-
er Indmin nation.
thc’}}-xzédéfuelcountry of the 4finilochs is in the neighbourhood of a lake of that name
ﬁf?’;}‘% which is very little known. The common, tho’ uncertain opinion is, that tl:u's lake is
niboels. fix hundred leagues in circumference ; thatall the roads leading to it are almoft impaffa-
ble; that its fhores on all fides are moft delightfully pleafant ; that the air is very
mild and temperate, tho” it is commonly placed on the north fide of Lake Su-
perior, where the cold is extreme ; and that it contains fuch a num_bcr of 1I'lands? t.ha}t
its common name in thefe parts is the lake of Jflands. Some Indians call it Mcbznz-
pi, that is, the Great Water ; and in fact it appears to be the bafon, or refervoir, of 2
multitude of very large rivers, as well as of ail the lakes in {Varf/a Amerza{. From this
lake, fay they, flows Bourben river, which falls into Hudfow's Bay; the river Sz Lau-
rence, which carries its waters to the ocean ; the Mz/ifipi, which empties itfelf into
the Gulf of Mexico; the Myfourz, which mixes its waters with this laft, and is not at
all inferior to it before their jun&ion ; and a fifth, whlgh, they tell us, flows Weft-
ward, and therefore undoubtedly difembogues itfelf into the Southern or Pacific
ocean. It is pity this lake Is not known to thofe literati who have fearched every
where for the Terreftrial Paradife, which would have been at leaft as properly fixed
here as in Scandinavia. 1 will not take upon me to juftify all the accounts which
travellers have given us, and ftill lefs what certain Indians relate, who pretend, that in the
neighbourhood of this lake of the Afnibocls are men refembling us Europeans, and
living in a country where gold and filver are {fo common, as to be employed in the
mott trifling utenfils. Father Marguette, who difcovered the M:/ffipi in 16773, tells us,
in the account he has left us, that certain Jzdzans had not only told him of that river,
which takes its rife from this lake, and flows Weftwards, but added, that they had
feen large thips at its mouth. It further appears, that the Afiniboels are the fame
people marked in certain old maps under the name of Poualaks, whofe country, .c-
cording to fome relations, adjoins to that of the Creflinaux, or Killiftinous.
Agonkin and L he Algonkin and Huron languages divide almoft all the nations of Canads between
Huromongues them, with whom the French have any fort of commerce; and he who thould be
mafter of both, might travel over a trac of country more than fifteen hundred leagues
In extent, without any interpreter, and might alfo make himfelf underftood by upwards
of a hundred different nations, who yet have each their peculiar and diftin&t language.
The Algonkin in particular comprehends an immenfe {pace of country : It begins
at Acadia, or Nova Scotia, in the neigubourhood of the Gulf of S¢ Laurence, and
makes a circuit of twelve hundred leagues, fetching a compafs from the South-eaft by
the North to the oppofite point in the North weft. It s pretended alfo, that the
Wolf nation, or Makingans, and mott of the Indians of New England and Virginia,
fpeak a dinlet of the Alzoniin language.
Irdiomations  The Abenaguis, or Ca»ibas, on the confines of New-England, have for their next
hd d“;.fﬁfll?: neighbours the Etechemins, or Zk’(z/efz}‘es, on the lands adjacent to the river Pentago-
Lovewe. €65 and further eaftwards are the Micmacs, or Souriquois, whofe country is proper-
ly Acadia or Nova Scotia, being the extended coaft along the gulf of Sz Laurence
reaciing as far as Ga/pé, from whence a certain author has given them the name of
Gafpefians, and the illands in its neighbourhood. From hence, as far up the river Sz
Laurence as Saguinay, there is no Indian nation to be found ; tho” when Canada
was firft difcovered, and a great many years afterwards, they reckoned feveral nati-
ons within this fpace, who {pread themfelves over the ifle of Anticofli, towards the
Monts Notre Dame, and along the Northern fhore of the river. Thofe moft com-
monly mentioned in the antient relations are the Berfiamites, the Papinachois, and the
Mbontagnez. They were alfo called, and efpecially thefe laft, the Lower Algonkins,
from their inhabiting along the lower part of the river, with refpect to Quebec. The
others are, for the moft part, reduced to a few ftraggling families, which v nder
from place to place, without any fixed refidence.
There were alfo fome Indian nations who ufed to frequent Cano s, coming from

the
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the Northern parts, fometimes by way of the river Saguenay, but more commonly Nations of
by the ziiee Rivers; but itis long fince we have heard of them. Amongft others, lvlllllu:(z’istc(}:’;
the Artikamegues, an Indiun nation very remote and {urrounded by other nations, mucd.
reaching to the neighbourhood of Lac Saint ‘fean, or St ‘fobn's Lake, and even as

far as tnc lakes of the Mi/lg/fins, and Nemifcan. Almoft all of them have been exter-

mirzt.d by the Iroquois, or Five Nations, or by difeafes, the confequence of famine ;

a diltrefs to which they have been reduced thro’ fear of thofe barbarians. They

are the more to be commiterated, if the chara@ler they bear in the French writers

be true, that they were without vice, remarkably good natured, and exceedingly dif-

pofed to embrace Chriftianity. Their hearty and inviolable attachment to the Frencd,

in whofe interefts they were, and their regard to treaties, are al{o qualities extreme-

ly worthy of our efteem and commendation.

Between Quebec and Montreal, there are alfo towards the Thirec Rivers, fome of =igon'in v
the Algonkin nation, who are not, however, incorporated in one village ; they traftic b
with the French, 1f what the French writers tell us is to be credited, this nation, in
the infancy or the colony, occupied all the Northern thore of the river, from Quebec,
where Champlain found one of their fettlements, and made an alliance with them as
far as Lake St Peter.

From the ifland of Montreal, following always the North coaft, you mect with
nme villages of the Nipyfings, Temifcamings, Tetes de boule, or round-heads, Ami- Matious
cois, and, laltly, Ourawars, or, as fome pronounce and write, Ouwfaouaks. The firlt ifg‘; Maie-
who are the true A'gonkins, and who alone have preferved the Alyonkin tongue in its -
original purity, have given their name to a {mall lake fituated between lake Huron,
and the river of the Outawais. The Temifcamings occupy the banks of another
fmall lake, which alfo bears their name; and appears to be the trne fource of the
river of the Ouwfawais. The Round- Heads live not far from thefe, and take their Round beads.
names from the figure of their heads, which they do efteem a very great beauty,
and, for this reafon, it is believed that the mothers take great care to form the
heads of their children into this fhape when they are in the cradle. y

The Amikouis, called alfo the nation of the Beaver, are almoft reduced to nothing; Nations ai-
the remains of them now are feen in the Ifland Manitoualan, fituated towards the ™% @
North part of Lake Huron. The Oufawais, formerly a very numerous nation, in-
habited the banks of the great river which bears their name, and of which they
pretend to be rightful lords. There are now no more than three villages of
them, and thofe very thin of inhabitants, of whom fome account will be given
hereafter.

In the Narrows, or ftrait between the lakes Huronand Superior, and in the place where
one of thefe lakes, that is, the Superzor, empties itfelf into the other, we meet with a
rapid rift, formerly mentioned under the appellation of le Sawls St hiarie, or the fall of
St Riry. The necighbourhood of this place was formerly poflefled by an fndian 5., .
nation, who came, as is faid, from the Southern fhore of Lake Superio-, and were tion.
cilled Saultears, that is the nation living near the fall ; a name which was very probably
given them to avoid the trouble of pronouncing their real name, which they fay is
impoflible to be expreffed under two or three breathings, fomewhat refembling
PAUOGIRIGOUEICUHAK. No fndiar nation, as 1 am informed, {rom the
Fronch anthors, inhabits the banks of Lake Superior, tho’ the french, in the pofts or
forts they have built near this lake, traffic with the Chriffinaux, a nation coming
from the North-Eaft, and fpeaking the Algonkin tongue, and, with the Affinibocls,
fituated towards the North-Wett.

Ou the Weft of Lake Michigan there is a great bay, which extends twenty cight leagues Nasions i
towards the South, called /2 Baye des puants, or fimply, the Bay. The entry of ifles of Bar
this bay is very wide, and is a fort of archipel, fome of the iflands of which des Puans,
are from fifteen to twenty leagues in circuit. Thefe were formerly inhabited by
the Poutewatamis, whofe name they ftill retain, excepting a few which you leave
on your right hand, at prefent inhabited by certain fndians called Noguets. The
Poutewatamis now poficfs the leaft of thefe ifles, which formerly belonged to them,
and have befides two other villages, one fituated on St Fofepl’s river, and another
at the Narrows. Towards the bottom of the bay are the Sakss and Otchagras; theie
latter are called by the difagreeable epithet of Puans, Stinkards, the reafon of which

. N 2 is



Of the Origin, Language, Religion, Government, &c.

u arrive in their country, you leave on the
Moor-calves, or Folles .duvoines, that is,
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Puans and is not as yet difcovered ; but before yo
Malbommes  right, a f{mall nation called AMalhommes,

nations.
Addle-Heads. : ifch i i
: . h interrupted with falls, or cataracts, difcharges itfelf into
\ A fmall river, very much in fnoxln)rn by the name of /2 Rivicre des Renards, or the

Renards m- the bottam of the bay, and is | . 1 .
tig;z'm na River of Foxes, on accyc;unt of the neighbourhood of the Qufagarmis, commonly called
Renards. or Foxes. All this country is extremely pleafant, and that which firetches
Southwe’rd as far as the river of the Ilinois, is {tiil more charming. It is, however,

v 3

but ill peopled, being only inhabited by two W.Ca.k n?tions, the szapo}z:: and Mafcou-
tins., Some geographers have thought fit to diftinguith thefe laft by the name of the
Nationoffre Nation of Fire, and their country .by ‘thut of the Land of Fire ; an appellation which
owes its rife to an equivocal term in the language of that people. .
Miamisna- It is eighty years fince the mezs_have been fettled on t'he Southe_rn extremity of
tion, three [ ale Michigan, in a place called Chicagou, from a fqlall river of this name, w}nqh
MO throws itfelf into the lake, and has its fource not far diftant from that of the Zinois,
Thefe people are now divided into three cantons, one of Which 1s on thp river St
Yofeph 5 a fecond on a river which bears their name, and difcharges itfelf into Lake
Erie; and the third on the river Ouabache, which carries its waters into the Mj/fifips :
Thefe laft are better known under the name of Ouyatanous, from the great affinity in
language ; and there is fearce room to queftion that the Owyafanous were, not long
ago, one people with the Zznoss.  In fhort, the greatelt part of the Algonkin nations,
if you except thofe more advanced towards the South, are very little _employed n th.e
cultivation of the ground, but live almoft entirely by hunting and fithing ; hence their
difpofition and manner of life are far from being fedentary, and yet they are by no
means on the increafe ; but, on the contrary, diminifh daily. Not one nation among
all thofe of this tongue is capable of reckoning fix thoufand fouls ; fome amount not

to two thoufand.

Huron lan- The Huron language is very far from being as extenfive as the Algonkin, and the
St 1 reafon doubtlefs is, becaufe the nations who {peak the former are not of fo wandering
J a difpofition as the others. The French writer, whom I follow in this place, tells us,

that fome pretend the language {poken by the froguois, or the Five Nations, to be the
mother tongue. Be that as it will, all the Indians, living South of the river Sf
Laurence, from the river Sorel as far as the extremity of Lake Erie, and even the
confines of Virginia, talk in this language ; and he who knows the Huroz tongue
is capable of underftanding that of all the nations within this extent. There is,
however, a great variety of different dialects, even almoft as many as there are dif-
ferent cantons. The Five Nations, or cantons, who compofe the "Iroguois republic,
have each of them their own pecuiiar diale& ; nor have all thofe nations that
bear the name of Hurons, always fpoken the fame language in former times.
The fame author fays nothing of the language of the Cherakees, a pretty nume-
rous nation living amongft thofe vaft favannas that lye between Lake FErie and the
Miffefip:.

Remarkson It will, however, be proper to obferve, that as the greateft part of the Indians of Ca-
‘}}echdiam nada have been always from time to time in trade with one another, being fome-
°1 T times allies and fometimes enemies, tho’ the three mother or original languages I have
been mentioning have no fort of affinity or analogy, thefe nations find means, in fpite
of this obftacle, to traffic together, without any neceflity of an interpreter : whether
it be that long and antient cuftom has taught them to communicate their thoughts
by figns; or that thev have formed a fort of common jargon, which they acquire

by repeated ufe.
I fhall now lay before the reader the nature and charader of the languages of
the Indians, as they occur in authors moft worthy of credit, and on whofe judgment
Fhvee ore we have reafon to rely. Thofe Who pretend to have ftudied Fhofe langugg.es, affirm
vl mngﬂi" tha.t each of the three abovementioned has all the chara&ereﬁlcs of primitive or o-
riginal tongues, What is certain is, that they are of a very different original : This
may be proved from the bare pronunciation. The Siou Indian rather hiffes than
{peaks, The Huron cannot pronounce any of thofe letters called /abial, or which are
Ipoken only by means of the lips, but {peaks through the throat, and every fyla-
ble is uttered with what the grammarians call an Afpirate before it. The Algonkin
pronounces
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pronoun s his words with more foftnefs, and ‘{peaks much more naturally, as well
as {fmoorhly.  As to the firlt of thefe languages I have been -able to procure but
very {hight information ; but, with refpet to the two others, as the French miffiona-~
ries have ftudied them with great application, I fhall give what Charlevoix fays he
had from the mouths of thofe who had applied themfelves to this ftudy with moft
fuccefs.

The Huron language, fays that learned miffionary, for copioufnefs, energy; and no- Chara@er of
blenefs of expreffion, exceeds all the languages in the world ; and thofe that {peak the Huro
it, tho’ but a handful of people, fhill preferve a dignity of foul, and an elevation of language.
fentiment, which agrees much better with the majefty of their language, and, he
might have added, with what they have in times paft been, than with what they
now are in their prefent fallen and diftrefsful condition.

Some pretend to derive their language from the Hebrew, which is alfo, as they Its derivation

fay, the fource from whence the Greek likewpe flows. Every body knows what to §‘,‘1’;‘U ‘;*;;Iff'
think of this etymology, fince whatever is moit ancient and beft, muft all {pring ded.
from the fame fountain, without which there is no peace in Ifrael. The reader
will gain but very little light on this' fubject by confulting the vocabulary of Gabriel
Saghard, a Recollet of much eftecem, cited by fome in fupport of this moft orthodox
fyftem; and ftill les from thofe of [acques Cartier, and the baron La Hontan.
Thefe authors took at a venture a few expreflions, fome from the Huron, and others
from the Algonkin tongues, which they very 'ill remembered, and which had
often a quite contrary fignification; to what they imagined to be the fenfe and
meaning of them ; an error common enough among the fuperficial writers of travels.
We will therefore pafs over the frivolous arguments they adduce on this topic, and
proceed to what is founded, in my opinion, on much better authority.

The Algonkin has not the ftrength of the Huron tongue, but it is infinitely more Tongues
fmooth and elegant. Both are however very rich in a great variety and different ©™mpared-
turns of expreffion, together with a propriety and regularity, which are perfectly
aftonithing.

But what is ftill more furprifing is, that nobody ftudies -his language amongft thofe 1jjerate na.
barbarians, or ever knew the ufe of letters or writing, and yet an ill chofen exprefli- tions fpeak
on, or an improper term, or a fault againft the rules of Syntax, is what is never
known amongft them ; and that children, in their moft familiar difcourfe, fpeak with
the greateft purity and propriety. It is fomething wonderful that this fhould be the
cafe with nations very little cultivated ; and the fame, as I have been told by thofe
who are allowed to be good critics, may be faid of the Spaniards, and of thofe Scotch
who have retained their antient language, which is a diale& of the old Celtic ; and
that you can never diftinguith the condition of the loweft peafant or thepherd, from
that of perfons of the higheft quality, by his {peech or difcourfe.

But to return from this thort digreffion, the manner in which thofe Indians ani- 1445 un.
mate every thing they fay, leaves no room to doubt but that they underftand the force deftand rhe-
and value of all the expreflions they ufe, and all the beauty and delicacy of their toric.
language.

T hegdifferent diale@s derived from either of the mother tongues, have preferved Diateas de-
neither the beauty nor force of their originals. The Tfonnonthouans, for inftance, one bafe originals.
of the cantons of the Iroguois or Five Nations, are thought, by the other Indians, to
fpeak after a very rude and unpolithed manner.

In the Huron language every word is declined, and they have a fingular method, o o ..
but what is at the fame time very difficult to exprefs, to mark the difference of of the Hyppy
verbs, nouns, pronouns, and the other parts of fpeech. Simple verbs have a double Grammar.
conjugation, the one abfolute and the other reciprocal : The third perfons have two
genders, this language having no neuter gender. As to numbers and tenfes, there are
the fame differences as in the Greek; as, for inftance, in f{peaking of going a journey,
you exprefs yourfelf differently if that journey be by land, from what you do if it
be by water. There are as many different kinds of a@ive verbs as there are things
exprefled by them ; for example, the word fo eaf, has as many variations as there
are different forts of eatables. In fpeaking of any living creature, you exprefs the
verb quite different from what you do in fpeaking of an inanimate thing. Thus,

when you fpeak of feeing a man, and again of feeing a flone, you make ufe of two
O different
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different verbs. To {peak of ufing a thing which is your own, and of what bzlengs
to another, the verb is quite different. . . oy v

There is fomewhat pretty much like this in the Algonkin tongue, tho differing in
the manner, the detail ot which is of very little confequence after w}}at has been faid
of the Huron. 1f the great richne(s and variety of expreffion in .thoic two langgages
render them extremely difficult to be learned, there is no lefs inconvenience arifing
from their exceeding poverty and barrenne(s in fupplying terms for our idcas and
conceptions,  For as thofe nations, when the Ewropeans ﬁrﬁ‘ began to have any deal-
ings with them, were almoft entirely ignorant of every thing but what was in ufe a-
mong themfelves, and what fell immediately under the cognizance of their fenfes,
they wanted terms to exprefs other notions, or, if they once had fuch terms, they
had by degrees forgot the ufe of them. Thus having no regular forr}l of worfhip,
and forming but very indiftin¢t notions of the deity, and of every thing relatmg to
religion, and never making any reflexions, except on fuch things as were perceptible
to the fenfes, or what related to their affairs, and thofe very much limited ; and un-
acculomed to {peak of the virtues, paflions, and many other topicks of common con-
verfation with us; being entirely ignorant of all arts, except thofe that were neceflary
to their ftate and condition, and which are reducible to a very fmall number; having
no knowledge of the fciences, and obferving only what was within their reach, and
being entirely ignorant of the fuperfluities or refinements of polithed life ; when
there was occafion to difcourfe of all thefe points, then it was that the vaft de-
feés of their languuge were difcovered ; fo that you were obliged to make ufe of
numberlefs circumlocutions, which were extremely tedious and perplexing to You, and
not a littie puzzling, not to fay almoft unintelligible to Them. Hence you were firft
of all obliged to learn Their language, and afterwards to teach Them another, partly
compofed of their own terms, and partly of thofe of the European languages, and thofe
again transformed and modelled after the Huron or Algonkin manner, in order to facili-
tate the underftanding of it, as well as its pronunciation to them. As for letters
they had none, the want of which they fupplied by a kind of hieroglyphics; and
they were quite confounded to fee the Eurgpeans read their thoughts as quick, and
explain themfelves with the fame facility in writing, as they could in {peaking.

If it is afked, how we come to know the Sioux, the Huron, and the Algonkin to be
mother languages, and not thofe which we look upon as dialets, the an{wer is, that
nothing can poflibly be more eafy : All thefe nations have fomewhat of the manner
and genius of the Afiatics in their way of fpeaking, which confifts in giving a figu-
rative turn to their thoughts and expreffions ; from whence fome have probably been
led to believe they draw their origin from 4fia, a conjeCture rational enough, and
deducible from a variety of circumftances.

The nations of the Huron language are always more employed than the other Indians
about the cultivating of their lands and in country affairs; they are alfo lefs difperfed abroad.
This ftate and management have produced two effects ; for, in the firft place, they are
better fettled, better lodged, better fortified, have always a much better police, and
a more diftin& form of government, the dignity of the chief, at lealt among the T7on-
nontates, who are the true Hurons, being hereditary. And, fecondly, their country, at leaft
before their wars with the Iroguois, of which Charlevoix fays he was an eye witnefs,
was much more populous, tho’ polygamy was never allowed or known among them.
They have alfo the charatter of being much more induftrious, more expert in their
bufinefs, and more prudent and provident in their condu&. All thefe good qualities
can only proceed from the fpirit of fociety, which they have better maintained than
the other Iudian nations. This is chiefly obfervable amongft the Hurons, who, tho’
they {carce deferve the name of a nation at prefent, and are reduced to two indiffe-
rent villages, and thofe confiderably diftant from one another, are, however, the life
and foul of all their affemblies and councils, in which the public bufinefs is debated.

It is alfo true that with all this difference, which is not perceivable at the firft

and in the cuftoms of all the Indians of Canada, which is undoubtedly owing to their
intercourfe, and to the traffic they have conftantly carried on with one another, from
the remoteft antiquity.

Thus much may fuffice with refpe to the languages fpoken by the different Iz-

Aian nations in Canada : We will next give, in as few words as poffible, what relates
' ’ to
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to their manner of declaring and making war, The declaration of war, according fwan man.
to Charlevorx is in this manner : About ten or eleven at night, fays that writer, as I?ii;(gai ecla-
was going to bed, I heard a thouting, which I was told was the war-cry, and foon

after I faw a company of AMififlaguez make their entry into the fort near the bay

called /'Auje de la Famine, Some years ago thofle Indians having engaged in the war

which the Five Nations made on the Cherokees, a numerous people, occupying a

very fine country to the South of Lake Erze, three or four of thofe bravos equipped

as for mafquerades, with their faces daubed over, fo as to infpire the fpetators with

horror, ani followed almoft by all the Indians living in the neighbourhood, after ha-

ving rambled over every hut or cabbin, finging their war fongs to the found' of an
inftrument they call Chichikoue, being a great gourd filled with pebbles, came to per-

form the fame ceremony through the different parts of the fort, by way of compli-

ment to the commandant and other officers. I muft confefs, fays Charlevorx, that this
ceremony has fomething extremely horrible in it, the firft time one fees it efpecially,

and before I recollected I was amongft barbarians. Their fongs have a difmal and
melancholy air, with a mixture of horror and affright, occafioned perhaps by the

darkne(s of the night, and by the pageantry of the feftival, for this is really fuch

amongft the Iudians. All this was intended as an invitation to the Troguots, who be-

ing weny of the charge of the war, or perhaps becaufe they were not in a humour for

it, afked fome time to confider of it, and {o departed each to his home.

It appears that they invoke in thefe fongs the god of war, called by the Hurons, dreftoui, the
Argiiont, and by the Iroquois, Agrefkoué ; but we are not informed what name he fé’fr’“” god of
has among(t the Algonkin nations. The relation of this name to that of Ag, the
Greek name for that god, is very fingular : For Aregouen in the Huron and 'Irogzm's
language fignifies to make war, and is conjugated thus: Garego, I make war; Sa-
rego, thou makeft war ; Arego, he maketh war. Befides, Arefboni is not only the
Mars of thofe nations, but allo the fovereign of the gods, or, as they exprefs them-
felves, the Great Spirit, the creator and mafter of the univerfe, the genius who go-
verns all things, but he is chiefly invoked in military expeditions, as if the moft ho-
nourable attribute of the deity were that of being intitled the God of Armies,

The fhouting of this name is what makes the war-cry before the fight begins, as
well as in the heat and fury of the battle; and it is often repeated too on a march, War-cry.
as well to encourage themfelves to undergo the fatigues with chearfulnefs, as to im-
plore this god’s fupport and affiftance.

To lift up the hatchet is another form of declaring war ; and every individual Lifting up the
has an inconteftable right to this privilege, except amongft the Hurons and Iroguois, }““d‘et' a
where the matrons make peace and war at their pleafure. We fhall fee in its proper ymbol of war
place, how far their authority extends among thefe nations.

If a matron has a mind to engage any one, however independent of her, to ferve Matrons en
in the war, whether to appeafe the manes of her hufhand, fon, or near relation, gage foldiers.
or whether it is only that fhe may have fome prifoners to replace thofe the might
have loft by death or captivity, the is firft to prefent him with a collar of porce-~
lain, or fea-fhells ; and it is very rarely known that this gratification is without
effect.

When the bufinefs concerns making war in form between two or more nations,
the expreflion, or fymbol, on this occafion, is, to hang the chaldron, or kettle, over Hanging the
the fire; and this no doubt derives its original from the barbarous cuftom of eating kettle over
their prifoners, as well as the flain, after boiling them. They plainly fay, in their :i‘;rli‘{; o
fimple manner, that they are preparing to eat fuch a nation, to fignify that they in- bol. m
tend to make a cruel war againt them, and they generally fulfil their promife.

When they intend to engage their ally in the quarrel, they fend him a porcelain,
that is, a large thell, to invite him to drink the blood, or, as the terms literally import,
the foup or broth made of the flefh of their enemies. After all, this practice may be
very ancient, tho’ it by no means follows from hence, that thofe nations have al-
ways been anthropophages, or cannibals ; and perhaps it is only an allegorical way
of fpeaking, of which the feriptures afford us feveral examples. David’s enemies, it
is likely, were not ufed to eat human fleth, tho’ he fays, Dum approperant fuper me
nocentes, ut edant carnes meas. When the wicked, even mine enemies came upon
me to cat up my fleth, Thus at laft, it feems, certain nations, grown quite favage
and brutal, {ubfiituted the reality for the figure.

02" Thefe
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Porcehines,  Thefe parcelains, or what they call Wampum, as bafore mentlonedfi arg certain fhells
E?::aiedfcgg found on the coafts of New England and Virginia ; they are long,l utﬂejﬂor fchanellc:c.i,
of an oblong acute figure, without ears, and rr.xoc.ler‘atel}j thick. The flefh of the ani-
mal contained in them is bad eating, but their infide is of fo beautiful a luftre, and
the colours are fo vivid, that art is capable of producing nothing comparable to it,
In thofe times when the Indians went quite naked, thefe.fhell.s ferved them for the
fame ufes as Adam’s fig-leaf, when he became fenfible of his guilt and fhame togethe'r.
They alfo wore them at their ears like pendants, and {till efteem t}lem as their
greateft wealth, and fineft ornament ; and, In ﬂ}ort, they have exactly Fhe .fam.c
idea of them that we have of gold, filver, and precious f’coneg. j’{zcgues C[zf'z‘zer, in his
memoirs, fpeaks of a fort of fhell-work made in form of cornices, .wlnch he-fays
he found in the ifland of Montreal. He callsit Efirgnz, and affirms it had a virtue
in it of ftopping bleedings at the nofe. Itis not unlikely this work confifs of the
fame thells with thofe here mentioned ; but there are none fuch to be found on the banks
of the Ifland of Monsreal, and it is not pretended that thofe fhells have the virtue at-
tributed to the fhell-work of Cartier. There are two forts of thefe fhells ; the one
white, and the other of a violet colour. The firft are the moft common, and poffi-
bly, on that account, lefs valued : The fecond feems to take a fine polith; and the
deeper, the more valuable they are efteemed. Both of them, however, are made into
{mall oblong or cylindrical beads, which are bored and ftringed together, and thefe
are called necklaces, or belts of Wampum. Thefe necklaces are no other than four or
five threads or thongs of fkins, about a foot in length, ftrung with thofe beads of
porcelain.  The collars are made in form of fillets, or diadems, compofed of thofe
necklaces, bound together with threads fo as to make a contexture of four, five, fix,
or {feven rows of beads of a due proportion in length. All thefe circamftances are
regulated according to the importance of the bufinefs to be negociated, and the rank
and quality of the perfons to whom the collar is to be prefented.
, By the different mixture of thofe beads of various colours, they form any charaer
Porcelaines, . vhe . A .
the wreafure 2t pleafure, and this often ferves to diftinguith the bufinefs in agitation. They
and archives are alfo fometimes painted; at leaft, it is certain the red collars are often fent
of the lndians \uhen war is upon the tapis. Thefe collars are preferved with care, and not only com-
pofz part of the public treafury, but are alfo in the nature of annalsand regifters, which
thofe to whom the care of the archives, which are depofited in the chief’s cabbin, is
entrufted, are to make the fubject of their ftudies. When there happen to be two
chiefs of equal authority in one viilage, the care of the archives and treafury devolves
upon them by turns, and each has his own night, which night, as it is taken at prefent,
is fuppofed to laft a whole year.
None but affairs of great confequence are tranfacted by means of thofe collars ; for
thofe of lefs importance, they make ufe of brooches, or necklaces of porcelain, fkins,
Bloody flag coverings, maiz, or Indian corn, either in grain, or flower, and fuch like matters, for
fubMtored for ;11 thefe conftitute part of the public treafury. When the bufinefs is to invite fome
village or nation to enter into a league, or alliance with them, 2 flag dipped in blood is
fometimes fent inftead of a collar. But this cuftom is modern, and there is reafon to think
that the Indians have taken the firft hint of it from the red flags of the Engli/h. Some
affert that the French firft ufed thefe red enfigns in tranfadting with the Indians, who
from thence have taken the hint to ftain their flags with blood when they intend to de-

clare war.
DF the cale. T he calumet, or pipe, is no lefs facred among thofe nations than the collar of por-
et celain, and is, according to their notion, even of divine original, for they are per-

fuaded that it was a prefent made them by the Sun. This inftrument is' more in ufe
among the Southern and Weftern nations, than thofe of the North and Eaft, and is
more commonly ufed in treaties of peace than in war. As to the name of calumet,
which the French give it, it is a Norman word, fignifving a reed, or pipe 5 and
the calumet of the Inudians is properly the tube, fhaft, or funnel, of a tobacco-
pipe, though both the fhaft and the pipe together are commonly meant by this word. In
the calumets, or pipes, of ftate or ceremony, the tube is very long, and the pipe in form of
one of our battle-axes : It is commonly mude of a reddith marble, very eafy to work,
and is found in the country of the Aiouez, beyond the Miff/ipi. The funnel is of
light wood, painted with different colours, and adorned with the heads, tails, and
feathers of the moft beautiful birds ; but this is probably for ornament fuke only.
The
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The c:fom is to fmoke in this pipe when the propofal is accepted, and it is very It f?f’fdda?d

rare, or perhaps without exomple, that the obligation impofed by this acceptance has Aol e
evcr been violated. The Indians are perfuaded, that the fovereign fpirit would never
fufer tuch an inivaclion to pafs unpunithed. If an enemy in the midft of an engage-
ment prefents ¢he pipe, it is lawful to reject the offer ; but if it is once accepted,
the puarty confeiting mutt that moment refrain from all hoftilities. There are pipes
for all the vailety of treuties that may be brought upon the tapis; €ven in com-
merce with “one another, after the agreement is made, the pipe is prefented to
r tify the tranfuction, and this ceremony gives it the ftamp and fanction of religion.
% hen the bufineds 15 concerning war, not only the pipe tien ufed, but alfo the fea-
thors with which it is adorned, are red : Sometimes thofe on one fide only are of this
colour; and it is pretended, that by the manner in which the ornaments are difpofed,
you may difcover what nation is defigned to be attacked by thofe who prefent this
intiument,

There is no manner of queftion, but that the Indians, by inducing thofle, whofe al- Resfons ar
li:nce or commerce they follici, to fmoke in the pipe, intend to make the Sun the intent of thi
witnels and guarantee of the treaty ; for they never fail to puft the fmoke towards that prastice.
lumin.ry @ but to fay that, from this practice, as well as from the common ufe of thofe
pive., we are to Infer, as fome have done, that this pipe is the Ca/ucens, or wand
ol Adzecury, s the lefs probable, as this wand had no relation to the Sun., And fince
‘there has nothing bezn found in the traditions of the Indians that can juftify this con-
jeture, and much lefs to prove they could have any knowledge of the Greek mytho-
157y, it would be much more natural to fuppofe, that thofe nations, inftructed by ex-
pericince that the {moke of their tobacco diffipates the vapours of the brain, and dif-
pofes the perfon thut ufes it for debating on public affairs, and has therefore been in-
troduced into the public councils, where they have always their pipes in their mouths;
they could not imagine a more proper fymbol to confirm what has been refolved, than
this inftrument, which bhas had fo great a fhare in the public deliberations It will
p:‘rhaps appear more obvious ftill to imagine that thofe people believed the moft
natural type of an indiflolable union was to fmoke in the fame pipe, and efpecially
if that fmoke were offered to fome divinity, to confer on it the fan&ion of religion,

Thus {moking in the fame pipe is equivalent to drinking in one cup, which has been
an immemorial cuftom among many nations ; and thefe are cuftoms too natural to
the mind of man, to fecarch for any hidden myftery in them.

The largenefs and ornaments of thofe pipes which are prefented to perfons of dif~ ;4 of e
tin&ion, and on occalions of importance, have nothing very myfterious in them. It calumet in-
is to the Panis, a nation fettled on the banks of the Mfours, and extending very far troduced.
towards the confines of New Mexico, to whom the pretend they pipe was given as
a prefent by the Sun.  Thus this cuftom, which they were the firlt to introduce, has
been raifed to the rank of a miracle, and all that can be conjeCtured from this tradi-
tion is, that poffibly the Pasu:s have been more anciently accuftomed to pay divine ho-
nours to the Sun, than the other Indian nations on this part of the continent of Anze-
rica, and that they were the firft who made ufe of the pipe as a fymbol of the
inviolable obligation of treaties.

It is very rarely that thefe Indians refufe to engage in a war, to which they have
been invited by their allies; on the contrary, they feldom wait till they are called to Zsdians mind.
take up arms, the leaft motive being fufficient to determine them to it. But the thirft ful of injuries
of vengeance is the predominant motive with them, and they have always fome recent
or ancient injury to revenge, no length of time being capable of heuling thofe wounds,
though of the flighteft kind. Thus you can never be fure of a lafting peace between
two nations that have been at variance for any confiderable time ; and, on the other
hand, the defire of replacing their dead flaves by taking of prifoners, or of appeafing
the manes of the deceafed, the caprice of fome individual, a dream, which every one
interprets after his own fancy, with other reafons or pretexts equally frivolous, occafion
your frequently feeing a company fet out on an expedition to-day, who but yefterday
had no thought of hoftilities.

It is truc, that thofe fmaller expeditions, which are carried into execution without Ways of mo-
the advice of the council, have generally no great confequences ; and as they require derating the
not any great preparations, they are not the object of public concern.  But, in gencral,'ggg:a(?t’_ e
the graver fenators are far from being diffutisfied to-fee the youth keep themfelves in-you.

: ' P breath,
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breath, and exercife their warlike genius, and there muft be very extraordinary re'afon.s
to curb their natural ardour, before they are re{’crained_; and the pubh.c author:{y is
befides very feldom employed to this end, every one being mafter of his own refolu-
tions and actions amongft the Tndsans. When they difapprove of their project, they
try to intimidate them, partly by fpreading falfe reports ; otherS,they win over u“de*
hand ; and it is no very difficult matter to induce the leader to give over the enterprize
by prefents : Sometimes a dream, true or falfe, no matter which, is all that is wanted
for the purpofe. In fome nations the laft refource 1s to apply to the matrons, and
this is feldom without effe@, though never made ufe of except in matters of great
importance. ] .

Preliminaies A war in which the whole nation is interefted is not fo eafily refolved, but weighed

of wa.  with great deliberation, putting the inconveniences into the fcale as well as the advan-
tages ; and all the while the affair is under deliberation, the utmoft care is taken to
keep their defigns from the ears of the enemy. The war once refolved, the firft thing
to be done is, to provide provifions for the campaign, and to equip the warriours,
which takes up no great length of time. The dances, fongs, feafts, together with cer-
tain fuperfitious ceremonies, which vary confiderably according to the ufe of different
nations, require a much longer time. -

Ceremonious 'T'he perfon appointed to command never thinks of levying foldiers till after a faft

preparations of feveral days, during which he is bedaubed with black, has no converfe with any

and {peech o . . . .

the general,  perfon, and calls night and day on his tutelar genius ; but, above all, is very careful to
obferve his dreams, which the perfuafion that he is marching to a certain victory ne-
ver fails to render favourable. The faft once ended, he convenes his friends, and,
with a belt of wampum in his hands, addrefles them in thefe words. ¢ My bre-
thren, the fovereign fpirit authorifes my defigns, and infpires me with my prefent re-
folutions. 'The blood of fuch a one has not been wiped off; his corpfe has not been
covered, and I am going to difcharge this office towards him.”  After expatiating on
the other motives which have determined him to take up arms, he then proceeds ;
‘I am therefore refolved to march to fuch a place, to take fcalps, or to make pri-
foners ” ; or, “ I am going to eat fuch a nation. If I fall in this glorious enterprife,
or if any of thofe who fhall accompany me fhall lofe his life in it, this belt will
ferve to receive us, that we may not remain hid in the duft or mud.” By this feems
to be meant, that this belt is to be the property of him who fhall bury or avenge
the {lain.

Having pronounced thefe words, he throws the belt upon the ground, and he that
takes it up declares himfelf his lieutenant, for which he receives the thanks of the ge-
neral for the zeal he thus teftifies to avenge his brethren, or to fupport the honour of
the nation. The company then fet about heating water, to wafh the chief from the

His equip- daubing with which he has been fmeared, after which they comb and anoint, or paint

fﬂﬁg’nﬁgfvgf his locks. His face is then painted with different colours, and he is attired in his moft
{plendid apparel. Thus equipped, he chaunts, with a hollow and difmal tone of voice,
the fong of death ; his foldiers, I mean all thofe who have offered themfelves as volun-
teers in the expedition, (for no perfon is compelled to go) bawl out one after another
the war-fong ; for each individual has one peculiar to himfelf, which no perfon befides
is permitted to fing ; and there are alfo fongs appropriated to certain families.

After this preliminary, which is tranfacted in fome remote place, and oftentimes in
a hut, the chief goes to communicate his project to the council, which fits to delibe-

‘ rate upon its expediency, without admitting the author of the fcheme to be prefent at
Sucrifice and ¢poir “debates. As foon as the project is accepted, the general gives a repaft, i
feat of a dog. . . . ? palt, 1n

& which the chief, and fometimes the fole viands is a dog. Some pretend, that this
animal is offered to the god of war before he is put into the chaldron, or kettle ; and
this may poflfibly be cuftomary with fome nations: What is certain is, that on this
occafion they make repeated invocations to all the genii, whether good or evil, and,
above all, to the god of war.

All this ceremony lafts fome days, or rather is repeated for feveral days fucceﬂively ; but
amidft this univerfal attention to what paffes on this occafion, every family keeps fight of
its particular interefts, and is very follicitous and intent on taking meafures for fecuring
its {hare of the prifoners of war, either to replace the flave, they may have loft by

ﬁi’éﬁl’f?&a mortality, or to avenge the dead. In this view they give prefents to the chief, who on his
worketle,  part gives his word as a pledge for the performance of his promife. In the default of

prifoners,
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prifoners, their next demand is to have fcalps, which is more eafily granted. In
forne particular places, as among the Iroguois, as {oon as any military expedition has
been refolved, the war-kettle is fet over the fire, and the allies are required to fend
fomewhat to it, to fhew their approbation of the enterprife, and to fignify their
refolution to bear a part in it.

All thofe who enroll themfelves give alfo to the chief, as a fymbol of their engage- War fymbol.
ment, a bit of wood with their mark upon it ; and whoever after this thould draw
back, would be in danger of his life, or at leaft would certainly be difgraced for ever.

The party or company, once formed, the war-chief prepares a new feaft, to which all

the village is invited, and where, before any thing is tafted, he, or an orator for him,

and in his name pronounces thefe words: ¢ My brethren, I know that as yet I am al- gfg‘:al’s o
together unworthy of the honour of being efteemed a man; but you yourfelves can
bear me witnets, that I have however feen the face of an enemy. We have been
flain, the bones of fuch and fuch perfons remain yet unburied, they cry out againft us,

and they mult have fatisfaction. They were men ; how then were we able fo foon to
forget them, and to remain fo long quict on our matts ? In fhort, the genius, who is
watchful for my glory, has in{pired me with therefolution to avenge them. Youth!

take courage, trim your locks, paint your vifage, fill your quivers, and caufe your fo-
refts to refound with your war-fongs ; let us relieve the departed, and fthew them that
their avengers are ready at hand.”

After this harangue, and the applaufes with which it never fails to be attended, the
chief advances into the middle of the affembly, with his battle-ax in his hand, and
there fings his fong, all his foldiers make refponfes finging, and {wear to fecond him War-cry.
to the utmoft of their power, or to die in the caufe. All this is accompanied with
geftures highly expreflive of their firm refolution never to give ground before an
enemy.

But it is to be obferved, that not a word efcapes from any foldier that difcovers the Military obli-
leaft dependance. The whole of their engagement confifts in promifing to att with 82" 2m°8
the moft perfe¢t union. And, befides, this very engagement requires great returns on '
the part of thechief. For example, whenever any Indian, in the public dances, ftri-
king with his battle-ax upon a pillar erected for that purpofe, recalls to the remembrance
of the audience his nobleft feats of arms, the chief under whofe condué@ he has
performed them is obliged to make him a prefent s at leaft this is the cuftom amongft
fome nations,

The fongs are followed by dances; fometimes they are only a fierce fort of march, mMiicary
but always in cadence ; and at other times very animated motions, figurative of the o- dance & feaft
perations of a campaign, and always too in cadence : In fine, the feaft ends the cere-
mony. The war-chief is no more than a {pe&ator in it, with his pipe in his mouth ;
and it is even common enough for him who gives the repaft, and does the honours of
it, not to touch any thing.

The following days, and till the march or departure of the warriors, are fpent in
tranfadtions no way interefting, and not at all uniform or conftant. But I ought not
to forget a cuftom which is fingular enough, and with which the Troguois efpecially 7, .. .
neverdifpenfe. It appears to have been contrived to difcover thofe who are endowed with tions of good
folid good fenfe, and who are capable of governing themfelves ; for thofe people whom ;‘;’ffa;gd rae
we treat as barbarians, cannot conceive that a man can be animated with true courage,
who is not mafter of his paffions, and who knows not how to bear every thing, even the
fharpeft tryal, that can happen to him. /

The oldeft warriors of the company deftined for the campaign play all the tricks i- Jndienway of
maginable to the youths, and efpecially to fuch as have never as yet feen an enemy. ;“:;fg“ﬁth
They throw hot embers on their heads, make them the moft cruel and provoking pavence and
reproaches, load them with all manner of injuries ; and even pufh this farce to dreadful fordtade.
extremities. The young volunteers are however obliged to bear all this pain and pro-
vocation with the moft perfect indifference, and even infenfibility ; for to difcover the
fmalleft fign of impatience, would be fufficient to expofe them to the cenfure of
being declared incapable of carrying arms for the future But. when this ceremonv is
pradtifed amongft perfons of the fame age, which very often happens_;, the aggreflor
muft take care to do nothing that denotes the leaft tendency to an infult, otherwife
it is fure to be revenged as foon as the game is ended. For all the time it conti. 25y
they are to bear every thing without theP‘.'.-a{’c murmur, though this pattime < " n

2 goes
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goes {uch lengths as throwing fire-brands at one anothers heads, and giving one ano-
ther great blows with cudgels. . . 7
Arifices of  As the hope of being cured of their wounds contributes much to engage
Indianquacks the braveft of *thefe youths to expofe themfelves t‘o_the greatef’c. dange.rs, after
what has been related they fct about preparing the rpedxcmes with whl_ch their phyfi-
cians or jongleurs are loaded. The whole canton being affembled, on‘¢‘of thefe quacks
declares that he is going to communicate to the roots and plants, of which he has ama{.Ted
a fufficient quantity, the virtue of healing all forts of wounds, and even of reftoring
the dead to life. That inftant he begins to fing, the other quacks of the order make
re{ponfes, and it is believed that, during the concert, which is none of th(? moft melo-
dious, but accompanied with many grimaces on the part of the altors in the farce,
the medicinal or healing quality is diffufed over thofe fimples. The pr.mmpal jon-
gleur, which is the name for thefe quacks in my authors, then takes upon him to prove
their efficacy; and begins by caufing his lips to bleed; on this he applies the remedy
he has prepared for it ; immediately the blood, which this hedge-doctor fucks with a-
bundance of art, ceafes to flow, on which all the affiltants cry out @ miracl! 'This
done, he takes a dead animal, fets it before the aflembly, allowing them time fufficient
to examine whether it is entirely fuch as it appears. He then caufes it to move by
means of a canule, or pipe, which he had taken care to'infert in its tail, blowing up, at
the fame time, his dofe of the herbs, by virtue of which this miraculous refurrection is to
be performed, on which the cries of wonder and aftonithment are redoubled. To clofe
cll, the company of jongleurs make the tour of the huts, finging as they march the
praifes of the virtues of thofe wonderful remedies. Thefe artifices are however far
from impofing upon the naturzl geod fenfe of the Indians, they ferve however to a-
mufe the multitude, and every body knows the force of cuftom.
Ludicrfolemn  The following folemnity, which is extracted from the memoirs of a French gentle-
fucrifice. man, who was himfelf an eye witnefs to it, is pracifed amongft the Miamis, to whom
it 1s probably common with fome other Izd7an nations living in the neighbourhood of
Louifiana.  After a folemn feaft, the figure of pagods made of bear-fkins, and their heads
painted green, are placed on a kind of altar before which all the Indians pafs, making
genuflexions, their jongleurs leading the band, and holding in their hands a bag, filled
with ali the utenfils commonly ufed in their invocations. He that makes the greateft
contorfions of body, and every one in proporticn as he diftinguithes himfelf in this
exercife, is applauded with prodigious acclamations. The firft homage thus render-
ed to the idols, all the company dance in great confufion, to the found of a drum
and a Chichicoué, during which, fome jongleurs feem as if employed about enchant-
ing a number of Indians, who appear to expire under their incantations, but are af-
terwards happily brought to life again by the application of a certain powder to the
lips. After the farce has lufted fome time, the prefident of the feaft, attended by
two men and two women walking on each fide, paffes through all the huts,
and advertifes the Indians that the facrifices are ready to begin.  If he meets any
one in his way, he places both hands on his head, whilff the other embraces his knees,
The victims offered are always dogs, and nothing is heard but the cries of thofe ani-
mals which they are ftrangling, and the howlings of the Indians, who feem to mock
or make refponfes to them., When the viands are ready, they are firft offered to their
pagods, after which they are caten, and the bones afterwards burnt. In the mean time
the jongleurs are bufied in raifing the dead, and the whole is terminated by making
prefents to thofe quacks of whatever they moft defire of all that the village or can-
ton affords. :
Preparations  From the time of the refolution of making war to the departure of the warriors for
o the campaign, the nights are paffed in finging, and the days in making the neceflary pre-
parations.  Warriors and others are deputed to fing the war-fong ambngft their neigh-
bours and allies, whom they often take care to prepare before hand, by means of fe-
cret negociations, If the expedition is to be undertaken by water, they build new, or
repair the old cances: If it be in the winter feafon, they provide raguets or fnow-
thoes, and fleds.
Snon s The .ﬁrf’c of thefe, which are abfolutely neceffary to walk upon the fhow, are a-
ctibed- bout three foot long, and fifteen or fixteen inches wide where broadeft ; they are of an
oyal ﬁg‘ure, excepting only that the hinder extremity always ends in a point. Small
fticks faftened acrofs, about five or fix inches from either end, ferve to ftrengthen
them
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them, the foremoft being like the ftring of an opening in the thape of a2 bow, which
receives the foot, and is tied down with thongs. The texture of the raquette or fhow-
thoe, confifts of ftraps of leather about two lines in breadth, bordered with fome light
wood hardened in the fire, To walk well on thefe fnow-thoes you muft turn your
knees fomewhat inwards, keeping your legs afunder at the fame time. It is
difficult enough to learn the ule of them, but afterwards you walk as eafily and
with as little fatigue as if you had nothing on your feet. It is impoffible to make
ufe of thefe with common thoes, and you are obliged to take thofe of the Indians,
which are a fort of focks made of dried hides, folded over the extremity of the foor,
and tied with cords.

The fleds which ferve for tranfporting the baggage, and in cafe of need the fick and Defeription
wounded, are two fmall and very thin boards, each about fix inches broad, and from of a fled.
fix to feven feet in length. The foreparts are fomewhat raifed, and the fides bordered
with fmall tenter-hooks, to which are fixed thongs for faftening down whatever is
laid on the carriage, One Indian will draw a fled, however loaded, with eafe, by
means of a long leathern ftrap, which is faftened to him, coming over his breaft, and
which they call a collar. The fleds are alfo ufed for carrying burdens, and mothers
make ufe of them likewife for tranfporting their children with their cradles ; but in this
laft cafe, they pafs them over their forcheads and not over their breafts as in the

former.

Every thing being ready, and the day appointed for their departure come, they take Ceremonies
their farewell with many and ftrong marks of the moft unfeigned affection. Every A
one is willing to have fomething which has been ufed or worn by the warriors, giving
them at the fame time pledges of their own friendfhip, and aflurances of an eternal re-
membrance. As for the warriors they go into no hut, where they are not obliged to leave
their robe, which they always exchange for a better, and never without one at leaft
as good. At laft they all meet at the apartment of the chief; whom they find armed
as on the day when he firft propofed the expedition to them, and as he appears in
public from that day forwards. The warriors have their faces painted, every one ac-
cording to his fancy, and all of them generally 1o as to firike terror. The chief, af-
ter a thort harangue, leaves his cabbin, finging the fong of death as he goes; all of
them follow him in file, or one by one, obferving a profound filence, and the fame
is done every morning when they begin or continue their march. Here the women
go before with the provifions, and when joined by the warriors, they deliver all the
baggage into their hands, themfelves remaining almoft naked, at leaft as much as the
feafon will permit.

The weapons of the Indians were formerly the bow and arrow, and a kind of jave- Arms of the
lin, headed or pointed, as well as the arrow, with bone worked into various fhapes, #rians of-
and the battle-ax, or, as they call it, the break-head. This weapon was a fmall club of a ﬂi’}ﬁ:ﬁ;"d
very hard wood, which had a round head and an edge on one fide. The greateft part of
them had no defenfive arms, fave only that they covered their bodies all over with fmall
boards of a light fubftance. Some wore a fort of cuirafs made of ruthes interwoven,
or of fmall pliable rods very neatly worked. In antient times they were not without
pieces for the arms and thighs made of the fame materials; but as this armour was
found not to be proof againft fire arms, they have laid it entirely afide, and have fince
fubftituted nothing in its place. The Weftern Indians, however, ftill ufe a fort of bucklers
made of bulls hides, which are very light, and, fays my author, mufket proof. It is
fomewhat odd that the other Indians never bethought themfelves of this piece of
armour.

What is very fingular, when they make ufe of our {fwords, they handle them like a
pike : But when they can procure mufkets, powder, and ball, they lay afide their bows
and arrows, and are excellent markfmen. The Duzch of New York, when that colo-
ny was in their pofleflion, are faid to have been the firft who fupplied the Indians
with fire arms, and to have taught them the ufe of them, The French followed their
example, by arming their Indian allies after the European manner. The Indians, have Their enfigns
alfo a kind of enfigns or colours to diftinguifh their own people, and to help them to
rally: Thefe are {fmall pieces of bark, cut into a round form, which they faften to the
end of a pole, and on which is drawn the mark of their village or nation. If
the party be numerous, every tribe or family has its own enfign with its diftin-

guifhing
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guithing mark. Their arms are alfo o_rnafnented wit}.l'different figures, and fome-
times with the peculiar mark of the chief in the expedition. .
But there is fomewhat of which they are ftill lefs forgetful than even of their arms,
;I;L‘:ir{ “ﬂf;g;s and which they are infinitely more‘careful to prcfervg’, and that s thﬁl[: ‘manitous,
» VT which are fo many fymbols reprefenting the tutelar genius, or familiar fpirit of cach
individual. Thefe they put altogether into a bag made of ruthes, and painted with
different colours ; and oftentimes, to do honour to the chief, this bag is placed on the
prow of his galley, that is, his canoe. If there are too many manitous (o be contain-
ed in one bag, they are diftributed into feveral, which are commxhtted to the care of
the licutenant, and a guard compofed of the elders of each family. To thefe are
joined the prefents which have been %iven in order to receive prifoners in  exchange,
and the tongues of all the animals killed in the campaign, which are to be offered
up as a facrifice to the fpirits on their return, . '
Mark of it On a march by land, the chief carries his own bag, Wh].Ch. he calls his matt ; but
tindtion.  he may lay his burden on whom he thinks proper, and this 1s never {crupled, being
looked upon as a mark of diftinction, and communicating, in fome fort, a right of
furvivorfhip to the fupreme command, thould the chief and his lieutenant happen to
fall before the campaign is ended.
March of the ~ When they are to proceed by water, as foon as the warriors are embarked, the ea-
3’3”"0“’5 ‘o noes move gently onwards, keeping always in a line in clofe order; then the chief
he field. . . . . . A , ' .
rifes up, and holding in his hand his chichicoué, he fings aloud the war-fong peculiar
to himfelf, his foldiers anfwering with three He's, for that is their mannecr of thouting,
fetched with all their might from the bottom of their breafts. The elders and chiefs
of the council, who remain on the fhore, next exhort the warriors to difcharge their
duty like men, and above all things to take care of being furprized. 'This ot all in-
junctions is what an Indian ftands moft in need of, and of which thefe people are the
leaft mindful. 'This exhortation does not however interrupt the chief, who ftill con-
tinues his fong. Laftly, the warriors, on their part, conjure their relations and friends
never to forget them ; then, after fending forth in a body the moft horrible fhouts,
they fet out at once, and with fo much fpeed, that they difappear in an inftant.
Their pro: The Hurons and Iroquois ufe not the chichicoué, but give it to their prifoners, fo
ceedings.  that this inftrument, which is a warlike fymbol to the other Indians, feems to be a
mark of flavery with them. The warriors never make fhort marches, efpecially
when in any confiderahle body. Every thing is an omen of good or bad fuccefs.
with them ; and the jongleurs, whofe office it is to explain thefe omens, haften or
retard the marches at their pleafure. 'While they are not in a fufpected country,’
they take no manner of precaution, and fometimes they are fo difperfed in hunt-
ing, that you will {carce find two or three warriors together ; but however fcattered’
they may be on their march, they are always fure to re-affemble punctually at the time:
and place appointed for the rendezvous.
Invocation of They encamp a confiderable while before fun-fet, and their way is commonly to
their manitous Jeave a confiderable fpace before the camp, which is furrounded with a palifade, or
rather a fort of lattice work, on which they place their manitous; turned towards
the way their march or rout lies. Thefe fymbols are then invoked during the fpac'c‘
of an hour, apd the fame '51& of devotion is performed every morning before they
decamp. This done, they imagine they have nothing to fear, being perfuaded that the
genii or {pirits take upon them the office of centinels, and the whole army repofes
in fecurity under their fafe-guard. No experience is able to undeceive or deter
them from this idle and dangerous confidence, which takes it rife from a lazy and-
indolent difpofition, which nothing can overcome.
Endearment  The warriors hold as enemies all they meet on their march. If they thould hap-
ofallis.  pen, however, to meet with allies, or with parties nearly of equal force with them-
felves, and of nations with whom they have no particular quarrel, they make a coa-
lition.  If thofe allies happen to have been making war on the fame nation, the chief
of the ftronger body, or that which has firft taken up arms, gives the other fome
fcalps, of which they never fail to make provifion for thofe occafions, with thefe
words :  You are our affociates in this caufe; you have fulfilled your engagements ;
“ your honour is fecured ; and you are free to return home.” Bat this is to be under-
ftood only ip cafe of an accidental rencounter, and provided they have not promifed
to go out with them, and that the others have no need of any re-inforcement.
When
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When they are on the point of entering the énemies country, they make a halt,
in order to perform a ceremony which is fingular enough. In the evening a great
feaft is given, after which they go to fleep. When all of them are awaked, thofe
who have had any dreams go from fire to fire, finging their death fong, in which
they take care to infert their dream after a dark and enigmatical manner, Every
one does his utmoft to explain it; and, if nobody fucceeds, the dreamer may return
home if he pleafes, After this, new invocations are made to the genii, and they
animate themfelves to attempt the moft dangerous enterprizes, fwearing to cath other
mutual affiftanee. At laft they begin their march again; and, if they have brought
their canoes thus far, they now quit them, taking all the care imaginable to conceal
them. Were all the injunctions prefcribed on thefe occafions obferved, it would fcarce
be poflible to furprize a party of Izdiaxs whilft in the enemies country. After this
they muft make no more fires, and refrain from thouting or hunting, and even from
{peaking, except by figns. Thefe laws are however very ill obferved, it being next to
impoflible for an Izdian to bear the leaft curb or reftraint. They neglet not, how-
ever, fending out fcouts every night, who fpend two or three hours in traverfing the
country. If nothing is difcovered, they fleep in the greateft fecurity, leaving the
guard of their camp to the manitous.
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Upon difcovery of the enemy, they fend fome to reconnoitre them, on whofe re- Method of

part they hold a council of war. The attack is generally made at day-break, the e-
nemy being then fuppofed to be in the moft profound fleep; and all the night they
continue with their faces flat upon the ground without the leaft motion. They ap-
proach the enemy in the fame pofture, creeping upon their feet and hands, till within
arrow-thot. Then ftarting up at once, the chief gives the fignal by a faint hollow
fhout, to which the whole body anfwer by the moft hideous howlings, making, at
the fame time, their firft difcharge: Afterwards, without leaving the enemies time to
recover from their furprife, they fall upon them with their battle-axes. Thefe ren-
counters, fince they have exchanged their wooden hatchets for thofe of iron, have be-
come much more bloody. The action once over, they fcalp the dead and dying, and
never think of taking any prifoners till the enemy has given over making refiftance.

fighting,

If they find the enemiy on his guard, or too ftrongly entrenched to be attacked Defperate

with any probability of fuccefs, they retire, if they can, without being difcovered.
If otherwife they take a refolution to conquer or die, and in this cafe there is often
much blood fpilt on both fides. A camp that has been forced is the very image of
fury ; the favage cruelty of the conquerors, and the wild defpair of the conquered,
who know what they have to expe&, fhould they fall alive into the hands of their
enemies, caufes both parties to make incredible efforts. ‘The figure of the combat-
tants, befmeared over with black and red, augments the horror of the fray, which,
fays my author, would be a very lively copy, from which one might form a pictare of
the horrible condition of the damned in hell. The victory being once fure, the vic-
torious firft difpatch all thofe that would, in their opinion, be cumberfome to them
in their march, making flaves only of fuch asthey imagine capable of undergoing
fatigue,

The Indians are naturally intrepid, and preferve, in {pite of their brutal fiercenefs

rage of com.
batants.

> Military

a great deal of cool blood, even in the heat of the combat. They are never willing, maxim’

on any account whatever, if they can avoid it, to engage on open plains. Their
reafon is, that they hold a victory purchafed with much blood of the conquerors
unworthy of being called a viGtory, and that the glory of a chief confifis principally
in bringing back unhurt all who follow him to the campaign. It has been faid, that
when two enemies, who are at the fame time acquaintances, meet in the heat of an
action, they hold conferences with- one another like the heroes in Homer ; and that,
on thefe occafions, they challenge or perhaps admonith their antagonift.

Their art of war confifts almoft wholly in furprifes, or ftratagem, in which they
are generally fuccefsful enough ; for if the fudians are negligent in taking the ne-
ceffary precautions againtt a furprife, they are no lefs vigilant and dexterous «t fur-
prizes in their turn, They have alfo a wonderful faculty of knowing whether an e-
nemy has paffed any particular way, difcovering by the marks or prints of their
foot fteps, and the manner of their direction, whether on the grafs, mould, or fand,
and even upon rocks themfelves, which way the perfons who have travelled that
way are gone; nay more they will tell you, from the fize and fgure of the foot-
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fteps, by their diftance from each other, by their manner of treading, whether they
are men or women, or of what nations they are who have left thofe traces. This
is unanimoufly afferted by all who have lived amongit the I/{dzans, fo that there feems
little reafon to doubt its being fact. If any of their prifoners, by reafon of their
wounds, is not in a condition to be tranfported, they burn them upon the fpot;
and as this is generally done in the firft tranfports of their fury, and whilft they are
under the neceflity of retiring with expedition, fuch prifoners meet with milder tor-
tures, than thofe who are referved to be tormented at their leifure.

Amongft fome nations the cuftom is, for the chicf of the victorious party to leave
his hatchet on the field of battle, on which he takes care to delineate the mark of
the nation, that of his family, and his own portrait, that is, an oval, within which are
drawn all the figures with which his face 1s painted. Others again paint all thofe
marks on the trunk of fome tree, or on a piece of bark, with charcoal pounded and
ground with other colours. To thefe are added certain hieroglyphical characters, by
means of which, paffengers may learn the f{malleft circumftance, not only of the acti-
on, but of every particular event of the campaign. The chief is diftinguifhed in this
table by the above-mentioned marks ; the number of his exploits, by fo many matts;
his foldiers, by fo many lines ; the prifoners, by an equal number of {mall marmourets
which bear a ftaff, or chichicoué ; of the dead, by an equal quantity of human figures
without heads, befides thofe particularities which diftinguifh men, women, and chil-
dren. Thefe infcriptions are not, however, always near the {pot where the action has
been; for when a party are afraid of being puriued, they place thefe trophies out of
their rout, on purpofe to lead the purfuers out of the right way.

The conquerors are very expeditious in their retreat out of the enemy’s country;
and, left they fhould be retarded by the wounded, they either carry them by turns on
a fort of litter, or, if it is winter, they tranfport them on fleds. When they re-im-
bark on board their canoes, they caufe their prifoners to fing, and this is praifed
every time they happen to meet any of their allies. This honour is purchafed at
the expence of a feaft to be given by thofe who receive it, and of fomething worfe
than the trouble of finging to the unhappy captives. On thofe occafions they invite
their ally to carefs them as they call it, that is, to do them all the mifchief that comes
into their head, or to beat them after fuch a cruel rate, as fometimes to maim
them for ever. Some chiefs are, however, more humane to their prifoners, not
fuffering them to be quite {o cruelly treated, but they are at the fame time highly atten-
tive to guard them. In the day-time, they are tied by the neck and arms to one
of the benches of the canoe, and, if the march is by land, there is always one to
keep hold of them. Inthe night they are ftretched along the ground quite naked, their
neck and arms tied down, by means of tenter hooks fixed in the earth, fo that they
cannot move ; their hands and feet are moreover faftened by means of long cords
in fuch manner as to prevent their making the fmalleft movement, without awaking,
the Indians who fleep on thefe cords. \

When the warriours arrive within a certain diftance of the village from whence
they fet out, they make a halt, and the chief fends to give notice of his approach.
Amongft fome nations the meflenger, as foon as he is come within cry, makes different
thouts, fo as to give fome notion of the fuccefs and principal adventures of the cam-
paign. Firft, he fignifies the number of their killed, by fo many death-fhouts,
Upon this, the youth approach him to gain more certain information, and fometimes
the whole village pours out ; but only one perfon accofts the meflenger, to learn
from him the particulars he brings. As the former relates each fingle adventure, the
other turns himfelf and repeats it aloud to the company, who anfwer him by fo n,1any
acclamatans, or cries of lamentations, as the news he relates happens to be joyful,
or otherwife.

Lamentations 1 be envoy is then conduted into a hut, where the elders put the fame queftions

for the flain.

as had been already afked. After this a public crier invites the whole body of
the youth to go forth to meet the warriours, and the women to carry them refrefh-
ments. At firft they are entirely taken up with lamenting the flain, the €nvoy conti-
nually repeating the death-cry. No perfons is fuffered to approach him ; but when
he enters the village, he finds the people affembled, he relates to them in brief, all
that has happened, and then retires to his hutt, where they bring him {omethin’g to
eat, and for fome time all arc employed in bewaijling the deceafed.

The
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The time allotted for wailing being expired, they make another cry to denote the
victory. Then every body dries his tears and nothing is to be ficn but univerfal joy.
Something like this is practifed at the return of the hunters: The women, as foon as
they have been advertiled of their approach, go out to meet them ; and, before they
inform themfelves of the fuccefs of the hunting, fignify, by their tears, what perfons have
died in the village fince their departure. To return to the warriors, from the moment
the women have joined them, the punithment and fufferings of the prifoners com-
mence. When any of the captives are to be adopted, which, however, is not cuftem-
ary among all the Indian nations, thofe who are to become their parents go, after notice
given them, to a farther diffance to receive them, but take care to conduct them to their
cabbins by fome round-about way. The captives are generally long ignorant of their fu-
ture fate, and few efcape the firft tranfports of the fury of the women, to which all thofe cruelty of
whoare doomed to die are entirely given up. The courage with which they receive the womento
this ftorm of barbarous rage and’ cruelty is quite aftonithing, Above all, fhould a- ¢ PP
ny one of thefe furies happen to have loft a fon, a hufband, or any other perfon
who was dear to her, were it even thirty years ago, fhe dilcharges her vengeance
on the firft the meets; and it is quite inconceivable to what height fhe will carry her
rage. No regard, either to modefty or humanity, has the leaft reftruint on her, and, at
every blow fhe fetches, you would certainly conclude the victim muft fall dead at her
feet; and it is to the laft degree wonderful, with what ingenuity they prolong the
moft thocking torments. The whole night is paft in the camp of warriors in this
manner.

The next day is appointed for the triumph of the conquerors ; the Iroguois and Triamph OF
fome other [ndian nations affet great modefty, and ftill greater difintercftednefs on e conqueror
thofe occafions. The chiefs fir(t make their entry into the village alone, without
any other marks of victory, obferving a profound filence, and retire to their cabbins,
without fignifying that they have the leaft right or pretenfion to any of the prifoners.
Amongft other nations the cuftom is entirely different ; the chief marches at the
head of his corps, with the air and port of a conqueror; next follows his lieutenant,
preceded by a crier, whofe office is to renew the death-cries. The warriors follow
two and two, the prifoners in the middle crowned with flowers, their hair and vifage

ainted, holding a ftaff in one hand, and a chichicoué in the other, their body al-
moft naked, their arms tied with a rope above the elbow, of which the warriors
hold the ends; finging inceflantly their death-fong to the found of the chichicoué.

This mufic has fomething meurnful and difdzinful at the {ame time, the captives
difcovering nothing that has the leaft air of a prifoner, or of a perfon under «ffiQicn.

The following is nearly the purport of their fongs.  ““ I who am brave and undaun- Song of ui-
ted, fear neither death nor the croeleft torments. Let cowards who are lefs than vmph
women dread them; the brave hold life in no fort of efteem, in comparifon of ho-

nour. May fury and defpair choak my enemies! Why cannot I devour them, and

quaff the laft drop of their blood.”

The prifoners ore made to halt from time to time, when the Indians croud round
them, dancing, and caunfing the captives to dance with them : Thefe feem to do it
with great chearfulnefs, relating, at the fame time, their moft remarkable exploits, and pravery of
mentioning, by their names, ali thofe who have been killed or burnt by their hands, the prifoneis.
But, efpecially, they take care to remark thofe who have been moft dear to the affif-
tants, and one would conclude they were folely intent on provoking the fury of the
tormentors, Thefe bravados have conftantly the eftect that ought naturally to be ex-
pected from them, exciting the utmoft tranfports of rage in all who hear them, fo
that their vanity cofts them extremely dear, though, by the manner in which the
receive thefe tortures, you would imagine, that, to put them to the moft exquifite
pain, were doing them the moft fenfible pleafure.

Sometimes they oblige them to run between two rows of Iudians, who are armed
with ftones and cudgels, and lay upon them as if they would difpatch them at the Their creed
firft blow, -They, howcver, are never known to fall under this operation, thofe fava. treatnent.
ges, even in their greateft rage, taking care never to ftrike onany part where the
blow might prove mortal. In this courle, or march, any one hag a right to {top the
fufferer, who is alfo permitted to a¢t in his: own defence, though geﬁerally to no
purpofe.  On the arrival of the captives in the village, they are conducted from
cabbin to cabbin, and every where made to pay for their reception in the fume

humane
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humane manner. In one they pluck off a nail; ina fecond they take off a finger,
either with their teeth, or with a knife that refembles a faw, ratP_xer than an edgeﬁtool.
An old man then tears off their flefh till the very bones are feen; a child pierces
them with an awl where he can; a woman fcourges them with the moft infenfible
brutality, till her arms are weary with whipping. But all this while there is no
warrior, not even their mafters, who lays a hand upon them. They are not, how -
ever, permitted to maim them, without the permiffion of.t}}ofe whofe property they
are, which is rarely granted. Excepting this, they have a right to infli¢t what punith-
ments and cruelties they think fit, and, if they are led through feveral Ylllages, whe-
ther of their allies, friends, or of their own nation, and at their defire, their reception is
every where the fame. . o
Therditi.  They next fet about dividing the captives, whofe fate depends on t.he.wnll and
buticn. leafure of thofe to whom they are diftributed. As foon as the council, in which
their fate is decided, breaks up, an herald, or crier, invites all the people to affem-
ble in the fquare, where the diftrubution is always made without the leaft clamour or
difpute whatfoever. Thofe women who have loft their children, or hufbands, in the
war, are commonly the firft provided. Afterwards they take care to difcharge their
promifes to thofe who have given them collars ; if there are not a {ufiicient number
of captives for this purpofe, the deficiency is made good by {calps, which
are worn for ornament on feftivals and rejoycing days, and afterwards hung up
at the doors of their cabbins. If, on the contrary, the number of prifoners exceed
that of thofe who have any pretenfions, the furplus is fent to their allies. A chief
is made good only by a chief, or by two or three flaves, who are always burnt, even
tho’ the chief had died of ficknefs. The Iroguois never fail to fet apart a number of
their prifoners for the public ufe, in which cafe the council difpofes of them as they
fee fit ; tho’ the mothers may yet annul their fentence, as being abfolute fovereigns
of the life and death of thofe who have been condemned or abfolved by the
council.
Their fate by Amongft fome nations the warriors never part with the right of difpofing of their
deathof faves prifoners, and thofe in whofe favour the council has diftributed them are obliged to
oradoption. qeliver them back into their hands, if fo required. But this is feldom done, and,
when it happens, the warriours are obliged to give up the pledges of thofe to whom
the prifoners had been given. If a warrior, on his arrival, declares his intention in
this point, it is generally not oppofed. The greateft part of the prifoners of war are
ufually condemned to die, or to a ftate of flavery, which is extremely rigorous, their
lives depending on the pleafure of their mafters. Sometimes they are adopted, in
which cafe their fituation differs nothing from that of children of the nation, of
which they are become members, they enter into the full enjoyment of all the rights
and privileges of thofe whofe places they fupply, and oftentimes they become fo very
zealous on the behalf of the nation that has adopted them, as to go to” war againft their
own country. The Iroguozs have hitherto been fupported folely by this piece of policy ;
for as they have been in war, for time immemorial, againft all” the circumjacent Indian
nations, they muft have been long fince reduced to nothing, had they not taken care
to naturalize a confiderable number of their prifoners of war.,

It fometimes happens that inftead of fending the furplus of their prifoners to their
allies, they beftow them upon private perfons who made no demands of that fort, in
which cafe, they are either obliged to afk the opinion of the chicfs of the council
what they are to do with them, or otherwife they are under the neceflity of adopt-
ing them. In the firft cafe, he to whom a flave has been prefented fends fome
perfon of his own family to bring him home; he then ties him to the door of his
cabbin; this done, he aflembles the chiefs of the council, informs them of his own
intentions, and afks their opinion, which is commonly agreeable to his wifhes. In
the fecond circumftance, the council, after placing the prifoner in the hands of him

g':rgiogfai for whom they intend him, addrefs him in the following manner. ¢ It is now a
P long time fince we have been deprived of fuch a one, your relation, or friend, who
was the fupport of our village: ” Or, « We regret the {pirit of fuch an one whom
you have loft, and who, by his great wifdom, maintained the public repofe and tranquili-
ty ; he muft this day' be made to appear again; he was too dear to us, and too va-
luable, to defef any longer the bringing him again to life; we therefore replace him
upon his matt in the perfon of this captive.”
Some
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Someé private perfons, on account of their fuperior credit and eftimation, have a
prifoner given them, without any reftriGtion or referve, and with full power to dif-
pole of him at their pleafure. In this cafe the council in delivering him into their
hands, exhorts them in thefe words : ¢ Behold wherewithal to repair the lofs ofFo”é1 be _
fuch an one, and to glad the heart of thy father, of thy mother, of thy wife, I‘ngrviignprf‘
and of thy children, whether thou fhalt choofe to caufe them to drink of the broth of foners.
this flefh, or that thou loveft rather to replace the departed upon his matt in the
perfon of this captive. Thou mayeft difpofe of him as {eemeth right in thine own
eyes.”
yVVhen a prifoner has been adopted, they conduct him to the cabbin where he is to re- Benefiss of a-
main, and begin by loofing his bands. Next they fet on water to warm, in order to wath dopion.
him ; then they probe his wounds, if he has any, and he is foon cured were they even full
of worms. Nothing is forgotten to make him lofe the memory of what he has undergone 3
they then fet meat before him, and, laftly, they cloath him in good and decent appa-
rel. In fhort, they do all that could be done for a child of the nation, or even for the
very perfon he brings to life again, as they exprefs themfclves. Some days after a
feaft is made, in which the name of the perfon he reprefents is given him with a-
bundance of folemnity ; and he then not only enters into full pofleflion of all his
rights and privileges, but alfo enters into 2ll his contracts or obligations.

Amongft the Iroquois and Hurons, thofe who have been deftined to the flames are Captives de-
fometimes treated at firft, and even till the moment of their exccution, with as much g.li%iis_for e
lenity and indulgence as thofe who have been adopted. Thefe are probably victims
which they fatten for facrifice, being actually oftered to the god of war. The fole
difference between thefe and the other captives is, that they fmear their faces with
black. Except this, they give them the beft food, fpeak to them with an air of huma-
nity, and eveun friendfhip, giving them the title of {on, brother, or nephew, according
to their relation to the perfon whofe manes is to be appeafed by the facrifice ; and
fometimes they give them their pleafure of the women, who are in the nature of
wives to them during the time they have yet to live. To prevent their endeavouring
to efcape, they conceal as much as pofiible the fate they are to undergo.

The moment every thing is ready for the execution, they are delivered up
to a woman, who, from a mother degenerates into a very fury, pafling, from
the tendereft and moft endearing carefles, to the laft tranfports of rage and mad-
nefs, She begins by calling upon the fhade of him whom fhe is about to avenge,
in terms fuch as thefe : < Approach, whilt I am about to appeafe thee, and Sentencebya
whilft I prepare thee a repaft : Drink large draughts of this broth which is ready ;fr‘gg‘fg?l;a,i;’;‘
to be poured out before thee : Receive the victim which I prepare for thee in the to exccation.
perfon of this warrior: Him will I burn, and put into the chaldron : Burnin
hatchets will foon be applied to his flefh : They are ready to flea off his hair: They
will drink out of his fkull : Leave, therefore, thy complaining : Thou fhalt have
thy vengeance fully fatisfied.” This formula, which is properly the fentence of death,
varies confiderably in the expreffion, but is always the fame in fubftance. A crier
then caufes the captive to come from the cabbin, proclaiming aloud the intentions
of him or her to whom he belongs, and clofes the proclamation by exhorting
the youth to do their parts well. Next advances a fecond herald, who addrefles
himfelf to the fufferer in thefe terms. ¢ Take courage, brother, thou art going to
be burnt.” He again anfwers coolly ; ¢ It is well, I thank thee.” Then the whole
village fet up a fhout, and the prifoner is conducted to the place of execution.

The captive is commonly tied to a poft by the hands and feet, but fo as to
fuffer him to turn quite round it. Sometimes, however, when the execution is to
be in fome cabbin, whence their is no danger of his efcaping, they omit tying
him, and leave him to run from one end of the hut to the other. Before they be-
gin to burn him, he fings his death-fong for the laft time ; next he makes the recital of
his valiant feats, and almoft always in the manner that is moft infulting to the by-ftand-
ards. He then befeeches them not to fpare him in the leaft, but to remember he is
a man, and a warriour. ‘'Thus he goes on finging chearfully in the midft of torments,
infulting and defying his executioners to the laft groan.

The tormentors are generally as many as there are fpectators or inhabitants in the
village, men, women, and children, who feem to vye with each other who fhall ex-
ceed in all manner of cruelty. The inhabitants of the hut, in which the prifoner

R 2 has

Refolution of
the fufferer.
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has been kept, are the only perfons who have no hand in thefe aé’ss of br}zts_hty;

Bumt in the At leaft this is the practice amoqg& _fome nations. Tf})}ey genemlydbegm ynth

ol torta: burning the feet, then the limbs, afcending oy dcg.rcc's to }11:(1 head 5(}}1 J'meCatlmes

ring manner. they protract thofe fufferings for a wh'olc week, as it happened to a Cnadtian gentle-

man who had fallen into the hands of the Iroguozs.  Thole who are the leeff’c fp‘e‘red,

are fuch who, after having been adopted, or fet at liberty, have made thexryefc:pq

and have been taken a fecond time : Thefe are looked upon as unnaturq} children,

and as ungrateful perfons, who have made war upon their relations and b:‘:rnefaﬁgrs, and

to fuch no fort of favour is fhewn. Sometimes the fufferer is lcft loofe, even

when the execution is not in a cabbin, and he is alfo allowed to ﬁand.upon.hi§cnvn

defence, which he does not {o much from any hope or profpect of faving his life, as

to avenge his death before hand, and to have the glory of dying like a man 25 cou-

rage. 'There have been many inftances to prove what a prodigious degrcs of firength

and fortitude fuch a refolution is capable ot infpiring, of 'thch tlie tollowing, attef-
ted by perfons worthy of credit, who were eye witnefics, is one very remaxjkut,-.]t:

An Iroquois captain of the canton called O///z:ymaz‘l?, chofe rath@r to capole himfelf

to the worft that could happen, than to dithonour himfelf by flyinz, which ke look-

ed upon as ftill the more unworthy of a hero from the ill c:‘{smpl_e he muft t_Itere—

by give the youth under his command. He fought a long time like one_rthmved

to die with his arms in his hands, but the Fwrons his enemies, vere refolved on

taking him, if poilible, alive. He was conducted iozcther with tho who_ were

taken prifoners, at the fame time, into a canton where they were converted and bap-

tized by fome French miffionaries, and all burnt a few days after, giving marks of

an aftonithing conftancy. The Iroguors commander believed he might lawfully do

his enemies all the mifchief in his power, and retard the hour of his death as much

as poflible. They had caufed him to afcend a ftage or theatre, where they began

by burning his body in every member without the leaft mercy, him{If appearing

as much infenfible as if he were not in the leaft fuffering. But on perceiving one of his

companions, who was tortured juft by him, difcover fome fizn of weaknels, he tef-

tified much uneafinefs at it, omitted nothing that might encourage him to bear up

under his calamities, from the hopes of a happy immortality in heaven, and thewed
vaft fatisfaction to fee him die at laft not only like a brave man but a Chriftian.

His patience,  Thofe who had thus put his companion to death fell upon him with fuch rage,

ilii\(:clﬂ]ymgand as if they would tear him to picces. He appeared not at all moved at it, and

refiflance, and they were now at a lofs to find any part of his body that was fenfible to pain, when

hopefulend. - 1\ of his executioners, after making an incifion in the {iin quite round the head,

tore it entirely off, by mere force and violence. The pain made him fall into

a f{woon, when the tormentors, believing him dead, left him. A moment after

he recovered from his fwoon, and feeing nothing near him, but the corps of his

friend, he took up a fire-brand with both hands, fcorched and flead as they were,

defying his executioners to come nigh him. This uncommon refolution firuck terror

into them, they made hideous fhouts, ran to arms, {ome layinz hold of burning

coals, and others feizing red-hot irons, and all at once poured upon him. He frood

the brunt of their fury with the courage of defpair, and cven made them retire.

The fire that furrounded him ferved him for an intrenchment, which he compleated with

ladders they bad ufed to afcend the feaffold, and thus fortifying himfelf, and ma-

king a fort of citadel of his funeral pile, which was now become the theatre of his

bravery, and armed with the inftruments of his torture, he was for a confiderable

time the terror of a whole canton, and not one had the heart to appreach him tho’

he was more than half-burnt to death, and the blood trickled from all parts of his

body. A {lip of the foot in fthunning a fire-brand darted at him, delivered him once

more into the hands of his enemies, who, as you may well imagine, made him

pay extremely dear for the fears he had occafioned them.” After wearying themfelves

with tormenting him, they threw him into the middle of a great coal-fire, in full

confidence that he would never rife from it. But they were deceived ; for, when

they leaft thought of it, they beheld him again, armed with fire-brands running towards

the village, as if he were going to fet it on fire. All hearts were frozen with fear,

and no perfon dared to face him; when, juft as he had almoft reached the firft

cabbins, a ftick thrown at him, and falling between his lezs, brought him to the

ground, and they laid hold of him before he could recover himfelf, Here, firft

they
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they cut off his hands and feet and rolled him upon burning embers, and then threw
him below the burning trunk of a tree, the whole village gathering round him to
enjoy the fpectacle. He loft fuch a quantity of blood as almoft to extinguifh the
fire ; fo that they had now no manner of apprehenfion remaining of any future at-
tempt. He made, however, another, which ftruck terror into the moft undaunted.
He crept on his knees and elbows with fo much vigour, and with fuch a threatning
countenance, as aftonithed, if not affrighted them. In this ftate, the miffionaries ap-
roacking him, in order to difpole him to bethink himfelf of the ftate of his foul,
at that dreadful moment which was at hand, he feemed to liften with attention,
and to have his thoughts occupied folely with fuch meditations, when one of his
executioners, taking his opportunity, ftruck off his head.

63

If thofe nations make war like barbarians, we muft, however, allow that in trea- Taentsof e
ties of peace, and generally in all their negociations, they difcover fuch a dexterity; Irdians for
addrefs, and elevation of foul, as might do honour to the beft policed nations, They "&°“"™

never think of making conquefls, or of extending their power and dominion. Some
of thofe nations know no manner of dominion or fovereignty ; and thofe who have never
left their native country, and who look upon themfelves as the lords and {fovereigns of the
foil, are not fo jealous of their property as to hinder new comers from fettling on it,
provided they attempt not to moleft them. The points which are the only {ubjelts
of their treaties, are, to make alliances againft powerful enemies; to put an end to
a war which may have become burthenfome to both parties ; or, rather, to treat of
a fufpenfion of hoftilities, for every war or diflention is everlafting amongft the fz-
dians, when they fall out between different nations. Thus there is little ftrefs laid
on a treaty of peace, whilft any of the parties are capable of molefting or giving unea-
{inefs to the other.

During the whole time of the negociation, and even before it commences, their anfl ma.
chief care is, that they may not feem to make the firft advances, or, if they do, nagementand

they ufe all their addrefs to malic their enemy believe that the overtures proceed not
from fear or necetlizy; and this laft 1s managed very artfully. A plenipotentiary
keeps up an air of haughtinefs, even when the affairs of his nation are in the worlt
fituation; and he is génerally fortunate encugh to perfuade thofe with whom he is
treating, that it is their intereft to put an end to hoftilities, however fuccefsful they
may have been. On this account, he avails himfelf of every thing that may contri-
bute to his {uccefs, employing all the eloquence and addrefs imaginable. For thould
his propofals happen not to be relithed, he is obliged to keep well on his guard, a blow
of the hatchet being often the fole reply made on fuch occafions; and it is not even
enough to have efcaped the firft furprife, he has alfo grounds to fear being purfued,
and burnt if taken, if any pretext can be found, as, for inftance, that of reprifals,
for fuch proceeding. Thus it happened to fome French amongft the Iroguois, to
whom they had been fent on the part of the governor general ; and the Jefuits who
refided amongft thofe Indians, and were a fort of agents for the colony, were always
expecting to be facrificed to fome ancient grudge, or mifunderftanding, or to the re-
monftrances of the governor of New York.

It is furprifing, in fhort, that nations who never make war from motives of inte-
reft, and who even carry their difintereftednefs to fuch a height, that their warriors ne-

ver load themfelves with the plunder and fpoil of the conquered, and, if they bring Refidents
maintained a-
mongenemies

home any booty, abandon it to the firft that pleafes to take it, and, laftly, who take
up arms for glory, or to revenge themfelves on their enemies ; it is, I fay, quite afto-
nithing to fee them fo well verfed and practifed in the greateft refinements and in-
tricacies of ftate policy, and even fo as to keep minifters, refiding amongft their ene-

danger of ne-
gocuators,

mies, at the public expence. They have one cuftom with refpect to thefe a- 0dd cuftom

gents, which appears fufficiently extravagant, though it may be reckoned prudent
enough, at the fame time, which is, that they never lay any ftrefs on any in-
telligence they receive from thofe penfioners, if the advice be not accompanied
with fome prefent. Their policy here arifes, no doubt, from this confideration,
that, in order to give an entire credit to any piece of intelligence, it is not only ne-
ceffary that he who communicates it have nothing to hope from it, but even that
it thould be attended with fome expence to him, both becaufe the public, and not

any private intereft, ought to be his only motive for fending it, and alfo that he may
S not

with regard
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not rathly, or before he has well weighed the importance, trouble them with trif-

line and fuperficial matters. . .
; 3 inent of North America have, for the moft part, a kind

Government T he nations on the cont . 3 !  part
ofthe Jndians of ariftocratical form of government, the modes of which are almoft infinite. For

of Canada. 1 o> each canton has its own chief, independant of all the ther cantons of the nation,
on whom the fubjects have full as litgle d€penC1"«1nC€, there s, hOWGV?,rﬂO matter of
importance tranfacted without the ady1ce of their elders. Amongft thofe: nations that
live towards Acadia, or Nova Scotia, their fagamos were more abfolute, and it does
not appear that they were obliged to make largefles to thenj people as ‘the chxefs are
accuftorned to do almoft every where elfe.  On the contrary, they l.evxed a k_md of
tribute on their fubjects, and their grandeur did by no means confift in their difinte-
reftednefs, and in keeping nothing for themfelves; but it is probable that the difper-
fon of the Acadian Indians, and it may be their commerce with the French, may
have contributed much to the change of their ancient form of government in this
particular, the detail of which may be foqnd in Champlain .and Lefcarbor. .

Amongft feveral nations there are three tribes, or clans, whlcb are reckoxzed chief or

Clans, tides, fuperior to the reft, and which are probably as old as the nation itfelf. They have,

and difin- however, one common ftock ; but there is one of thefe three branches which 15 held

,%;‘;?ﬁs‘g the firft in rank, and has a pre-eminence over the other two; and thofe of this trlbe,.or
family, have the quality or honorary title Qf brethren given th§m, whereas they give
others only that of coufins. Thefe tribes are mixed without however being
confounded, each having its particular chief in the village, and, in affairs which
concern the whole nation, thefc chiefs affemble, and ar