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PREFA~"-' 

IN presenting these volumes to the public, the 
editor owes equally to himself and to others, to stat~ 
the circumstances which have preceded the publi
cation, and to explain his own share in compiling 
them. 

It was the original design of captain Lewis to 
have been himself the editor of his own travels, and 
he was on his way towards Philadelphia, for that 
purpose, when his sudden death frustrated these in
tentions. After a considerable and unavoidable de
lay, the papers connected with the expedition were 
deposited with another gentleman, who, in order to 
render the lapse of time as little injurious as possi
ble, proceeded immediately to collect and investi
gate all the materials within his reach. 

Of the incidents of each day during the expedi
tion, a minute journal was kept by captain Lewis 
or captain ClarJ{e, and sometimes by both, which 
was afterwards revised and enlarged, at the different 
periods of leisure which occurred on the route. These 
were carefully perused in conjunction with captaiu 
Clark llimself, who was able from his own recollec
tion of the journey, as well as from a constant resi
dence in Louisiana since his return, to supply a gr~at 

* Omitt~i! in the LondoD edition. 
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mass of explanations, and much additional informa
#oow~reg~~~rt~~ro~w~h~~n 

more recently expwred. Besides these, recourse was 
had to the manuscript journals, kept by two of the 
sergeants, one of which, the least minute and valu
able, has already been published. That nothing 
'lpight be wanting to the accuracy of these details, 
a very intelligent and active member of the party, 
Mr. George Shannon, was sent to contrjbute what
ever his memory might add to this accumulated 
fund of information. 
, , ' 

From these copious materials the narrative was 
~ketched nearly in its present form, when other pur
suits diverted the attention of the writer, and com
pelled him to transfer his manuscript, in its unfi
nished state, with all the documents connected with 
jt, to the present editor, to prepare them for the 
press, and superintend the publication. That he 
may not seem to arrogate any thing from the exer
tions of others, he should therefore state, that~ al
though the whole work was thus submitted to his 
entire discretion, he fou~d but little t~ change, and 
that his Labour has been principally confi~le~l to re
vising the manus~ript, comparing it with the ~rjgi
pal papers, and inserting such additional mattera:s 
appears to have been intentionally deferr~d by the 
writer till t~e peri~d of il more mature revisal. 'these 
~ircumstances~ whic~ would other~ise be indiffere~t 
to the public, are mentioned merely t9 acc~unt for 
imperfections, which are in SOme degree inseparable 
from any b<?ok of travels not written by th@ travel
Jer. In a work of pure description indeed, like the 

. '. • I, 
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present, where the incidents themselves are the Mle 
objects of attraction, the part of an editor is neces
sarily subordinate, nor can his humble pretensions 
aspire beyond the merit of rigid adherence to facts 
as they are stated to him. This has been very dili
gently attempted, and for this, in its full extent, 
the editor deems himself responsible. 

The present volumes, it will be perceived, com
prise only the narrative of the journey. Those parts 
of the work, which relate to the various objects of 
natural history, observed or collected during the 
journey, as well as the alphabets of the Indian lan
guages, are in the hands of professor Barton, and 
will, it is understood, shortlyappear.* 

To give still further interest to the work, the edi
tor addressed a letter to Mr. Jefferson, requesting 
some authentic memoirs of captain Lewis. For the 
very curious and valuable information contained in 
his answer, the publi~t as well as the editor himself, 
owe great obligations to the politeness and know
~edge of that distinguished gentleman. 

PAUL ALLEN. 
Philadelphia, Janualfj 1, 1814. 

* With these the Public are not yet favourtd. 





LIFE OF CAPTAIN LEWIS. *' 

BY T. JEFFERSON, 
I!'IlESWJl:NT OF TIIIl: UNITli:j) MT.tTEi ON dEIUCA. 

SIR, Monticello, August 18, 1818. 

IN compliance with the request conveyed in your 
letter of May 25, i have endeavoured to obtain~ 
from th~ relations and friends of the late governor 
Lewis. information of such incidents of his life as 
might not be unacceptable to those who may read 
the narrative of his western discoveries. The ordi
nary oecurren~es of a private life, and those also 
while acting in a subordinate sphere in the army. in 
a time of peace, are not deemed sufficiently interest
ing to occupy the public attention; but a general 
account of his parentage, with such smaller incidents 
as marked his early character, are briefly noted: 
and to these are added. as being peculiarly within 
my own knowledge, whatever related to the public 
mission, of which an account is now to be published. 
The result of my inquiries and recollections shall 
now be offered, to be enlarged or aLridged as you 
may think best; or otherwise to be ruled with the 
materials you may have collected from other souret's. 

Meriwether Lewisl late governor of Louisiana. 

• Thii Li(~ has heeD omitted in the London editioUl. 
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was born on the eighteenth of August, 1774, near 
the town of Charlottesville, in the county of Albe~ 
marle, in Virginia, of one of the distinguished fami...; 
lies of that state. John Lewis, one of his father's 
uncles, was a member of the king's council, before 
the revolution. Another of them, Fielding Lewis; 
married a sister of general Washington. His father, 
William Lewis, was the youngest of five sons of 
colonel Robert Lewis, of Albemarle, the fourth of 
whom, Charles, was one of the early patriots who 
stepped forward in the commencement of the revo
lution, and commanded one of the regiments first 
raised in Virginia, and placed on continental esta..;; 
:blishment. Happily situated at home, with a wife 
and young family, and a fortuiIe placing him ai 
ease, he left all, to aid in the liberation of his coun
try from foreign usurpations, then first unmasking 
their ultimate end and aim. His good sense, inte
grity, bravery, enterprise, and remarkable bodily 
powers, marked him as an officer of great promise; 
but he unfortunately died early in the revolution. 
Nicholas Lewis, the second of his father's brothers, 
commanded a regiment of militia in the successful 
expedition of 1776, against the Cherokee Indians; 
who, seduced by the agents of the British govern
ment to take up the hatchet against us, had com
mitted great havoc on our southern frontier, by 
UlUrdering and scalping helpless women and chil
qren, according to their cruel and cowardly princi
ples of warfare. The chastisement they then re
ceived closed the history of their ~ars, and prepared 
them fo·r receiving the elements of civilization, which, 
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zealously inculcated hy the present government of 
the United States, have rendered theJ)] an inllus
trious, peaceable, and happy people. This memher 
of the family of the Lewi.ses, whose 11ravery was so 
usefully proved .on this occasion, was endeared to 
all who knew him by his inflexible probity, CLUr
teous disposition, benevolent heart, and engaging 
modesty and manners. He was the umpire of all the 
private differences of his county-selected always 
by both parties. He was also the guardian of l\Ieri
wether Lewis, of whom we are now to speak, aJl(l 
who had lost his father at an early age. lle cont~
oued some years under the fosteripg care of a tender 
mother, of the respectable family of Meriwethcrs, of 
the same county; and was remarkable, even in in
fancy, for enterprise, boldness and discretion. 'Vhen 
only eight years of age, he habitually went ont, in 
the dead of night, alone with his dogs, into the fo
rest, to hunt the racoon and oppossum, which, seek
ing their food in the night, can then only he taken. 
In this exercise, no season or circumstance cuuIcl 
obstruct his purpose-plunging through the winter's 
snows and frozen itreams in pursuit of his ohject. At 
thirteen he was put to the Latin school, and cunti
nued at that until eighteen, \\ hen he returned to 
his mother, and entered on the cares of his farm; 
having, as well as a younger brother, heen left hy 
his father with a competency for all the correct and 
comfortable purposes of temperate life. His talent 
for observation, which had led him to an accurate 
knowledge of the plants and animals of his own 
~ountry, would have distinguished him as a farmer; 

B 
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but at the age of twenty, yielding to the ardour of 
youth, and a passion for more dazzling pursuits, he 
engaged as a volunteer in the body of militia, which 
were called out by general Washingtoll, on occasion 
of the discontents produced by the excise taxes in 
the western parts of the United States; and from 
that situation he was removed to the regular service 
as a lieutenant in the line. At twenty-three he was 
promoted to a captaincy; and, always attracting 
the first attention where punctuality and fidelity 
were requisite, he was appointed paymaster to his 
regiment. About this time a circumstance occurred, 
which, leading to the transaction which is the sub
ject of this book, will justify a recurrence to its ori
ginal idea. While I resided in Paris, John Ledy,ard, 
of Connecticut, arrived there, well known in the 
United States for energy of body amI mind. He had 
accompanied captain Cook on his voyage to the 
Pacific ocean; and distinguished himself on that 
voyage by his intrepidity. Being of a roaming dis
position, he was now panting for some new enter~ 
prise. His immediate object at Paris was to engage. 
a mercantile company in the fur-trade of the western 
coast of America, in which, however, lie failed. I 
then proposed to him to go by land to Kamschatka, 
cross in SOme ottheRussian vessels to Nootka Sound . , 
fall down into the latitude of the Missouri, ancl pe-
netrate to, and through, that to tne United States. 
He eagerly seized the idea, and only asked to be 
assured of the permission of the Russian govern
ment. I interested, in obtaining that, M. de Simou
lin, minister plenipotentiary of the empress at Paris, 
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hut more especially the baron de Grimm, minister 
plenipotentiary of Saxe-Gotha,. her more special 
agent and correspondent there in matters not imme
diately diplomatic. Her permission was obtained, 
and an assurance of protection while the course of 
the voyage should be through her territories. Led
yard set out from Paris, and arrived at S1. Peters
burgh after the empress had left that place to pass 
the winter, I think, at Moscow. His finances not 
permitting him to make unnecessary stay at St. 
I.Jetersburgh, he left it with a passport from one of 
the ministers; and at two hundred miles from Kam
schatka, was obliged to take up his winter qual'ters, 
He was preparing, in the spring, to resume his jour
ney, when he was arrested by an officer of the em
press, who by this time had changed her mind, and 
forbidden his proceeding. He was put into a close 
carriage, and conveyed day and night, without ever 
stopping, till they reached Poland; where he was 
set down and left to himself. The fatigue of this 
journey broke down his constitution; and when he 
returned to Paris, his bodily strength was much im
paired. His mind, however, remained firm, and he 
after this undertook the journey to Egypt. I received 
a letter from him, full of sanguine hopes, dated at 
Cairo, the fifteenth of November, 1788, the day 
before he was to set out for the head uf the Nile; 
on wllich day, however, he ended his career anel 
life: and thus failed the first. attempt to explore the 
western part of our continent. 

In 1792, I proposed to the American Philosophi
cal Society that we should set on foot a su l'scri ptiOll 
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to engage some competent person to explore that 
region in the opposite direction; that is, by ascend
ing the l\lissouri, crossing the Stony mon-ntains, and 
descending the nearest river to the Pacific. Captain 
Lewis being then stationed at Charlottesville, 011 

the reauiting service, warmly solicited me to obtain 
for him the execution of that object. I told him it 
was proposecl that the person engaged should be at
tended by a single companion only, to avoid excit
ing alarm among the Indians. This did not deter 
him; but l\1r. Andre :Michaux, a professed botanist, 
author of the Flora Boreali-Americana, and of the 
Histoire des Chesnes (1' Amerique, offering his ser-· 
vices, they were accepted. He received his instruc
tions, al'ld when he had reached Kentucky in tha 
prosecution of his jouf11ey, he was overtaken by an 
order frorn the minister of France, then at Philadel
phia, to relinquish the expedition, and. to pursue 
elsewhere the botanical inquiries on which he was 
employed by that government: and thus failed the 
second attempt for exploring that region. 

In 180'3, the act for establishing trading liouses 
with the Indians beiLlg about to expire, some modi
fications of it were recommended to Congress by a. 
confidential message of January 18th, and an exten
sion of its views to the Indians on the Missouri. In 
order to prepare the way, the message proposed the 
sending an exploring party to trace the Missouri 
to its source, to cross the Highlands, and follow the 
best water-communication which offered itself from 
thence to the Pacific ocean. Congress approved the 
proposition, and voted a sum of mone-y for carryin~ 
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it into execution. Captain Lewis, who ha(l then 
been near two yeartl with me as private secretary. 
immediately renewed his solicitations to have the 
directi.on of the party. I had now had opportunities: 
of knowing him intimately. Of courage undaunted; 
possessing a firtnness and perseverance of purpose, 
which nothing but impossibilities eould divert from 
its direction; careful as a father of those committed 
to his charge, yet steady in the maintenance of 
order and discipline; intimate with the Indian cha
racter, customs, and principles; habituated to the 
hunting life; guarded, by exact observation of the 
vegetables and animals of his own country, against 
losing time in the description of objects already 
possessed; honest, disinterested, liberal, of sound 
understanding, and a fidelity to truth so scrupu
lous, that whatever he should report would be a~ 
certain as if seen by ourselves; with aU these qua
lifications, as if selected and implanted by nature 
in one body for this express purpose, I could have 
no hesitation in confiding the enterprise to him~ TO' 
fill up the measure desired, he wanted nothing but 
a greater familiarity with the technical language 
of the natural sciences, and readiness in the astro
nomical observations necessary for the geography 
of his route. To acquire these he repaired imme
(Hately to Philadelphia, and placed himself under 
the tutorage of the di.stinguished professors of that 
place, who wittl a zeal and emulation. enkindled by 
an ardent devotion to science, communicated t() 

him freely the information requisite for the pur
poses ofthejoumey. While attending too, at Lan-
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easter, the fabrication of the arms with which he 
chose that his men should be provided, he had the 
benefit of daily communication with Mr. Anurew 
Ellicott, whose experience in astronomical obser
vation, and practice of it in the woods, enabled him. 
10 apprise captain Lewis of the wants and difficul
ties he would encounter, and of the substitutes and 
reso.urces offered .by a woodland aml uninhabited 
country. 

Deeming it necessary he sho.uld have so~e per
Eo.n with him of known competence to the direction 
of the enterprise, in the event of accident to him
self, he proPo.sed William Clarke, brother of gene
nll George Ro.gers Clarke, who. was approved, and# 
with that view, received a commission of captain. 

In April, 1803, a draught of his instructions was 
sent to captain Lewis, and on the twentieth of June 
they were signed in the usual form: 

" To. Meriwether Lewis, esquire, captain of the 
fir~t regiment of infantry of the United -St~tes ~f 
America: 

" Your situation as ~ecretary of the president of 
the United States, has ,made you acquainted with 
the objects of my confidential message of January· 
18, 1803, to the legislature; you have seen the act 
they passed, whic.h" though expressed in general 
terms, was meant to san~tion those objects, and you 
are appointed to. carry them into execution. 

" Instruments for ascertaining, by celestial ob
~ervations, the geography of the country through 
which you will pass, have been already provided. 
Light articles for barter and presents among the 
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Indians, arms for your attendants, say for from ten 
to twelve men, boats, tents, and other travelling 
apparatus, with ammunition, medicine, surgical 
instruments and provisions, you will have prepared, 
with such aids as the secretary at war can yield in 
his departmel~t; and from him also you will receive 
authority to engage among our troops, by voluntary 
agreement, the number of attendants above-men
tioned; over whom you, as their commanding offi
cer, are invested with all the powers the laws give 
in such a case. 

" As your movements, while within the limits of 
the United States, will be better directed by occa
sional communications, adapted to circumstances as 
they arise, they will not be noticed here. What 
follows will respect your proceedings after your 
departure from the United States. 

" Your mission has been communicated to the 
ministers here from France, Spain, and Great Bri
tain, and through them to their governments; and 
such assurances given them as to its objects, as we 
trust will satisfy them. The country of Louisiana 
having been ceded by Spain to France, the pass
port you have from the minister of France, the re
presentative of the present sovereign of the coun
try, will be a protection with all its subjects; and 
that from the minister of England will entitle you 
to the friendly aid of any traders of that allegiance 
with whom you may happen to meet. 

" The object of your mission is to explore the 
Missouri river, and such principal streams of it, as, 
by its course and communication with the waters 
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of the Pacific ocean, whether the Columbia, Ore- , 
gan, Colorado, or any other river, may offer the 
most direct and practicable water-communication 
across the continent, for the purposes of commerce. 

H Beginning at the mouth of the Missouri, you 
will take observations of latitude and longitude, at 
all remarkable points on the river, and especially 
at the mouths of rivers, at rapids, at islands, and 
other places and objects distinguished by such na
tural marks and characters, of a durable kind, 83 

that they may with certainty be recognised here
after. The courses of ~he river between these point!! 
of observation, may be supplied by the compass~ 
the log-line, and by time, corrected by the obser
vations themselves. The variations of the needle, 
too, in different places, should be noticed, 

" The interesting points of the portage between 
the heads of the l"fissouri, alld of the water offering 
the best cQmmunication with the Pacific ocean, 
should also be :Q.xed by observation; and the course 
of that water to the ocean, in the same manner all 

that of the l\fissouri. 
" Your observations are to be taken with great 

pains al1d accuracy; to be entered distinctly and 
intelligibly for others as well as yourself; to Com
prehend all the elements necessary, with the aid of 
the usual tables, to fix the latitude and longitude 
of the places at which they were taken; and are to 
be rendered to the war-office, for the purpose of 
having the calculations made concurrently hy pro
per persons within the United States. Several 
copies of these, as well as of your other notes~ shollt1<l 
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be made at leisure times, and put into the care of 
the most trust-worthy of your attendants to guard, 
by multiplying them against the accidental losses 
to which they will be exposed. A further guard 
would be, that one of these copies be on the cuti
cular membranes of the paper-birch, as less liable 
to injury from damp than common paper. 

" The commerce which may be carried on with 
the people inhabiting the line you will pursue, ren
ders a knowledge of those people important. You 
will therefore endeavour to make yourself ac
quainted, as far as a diligent pursuit of your jour
ney shall admit, with the names of the nations ami 
their numbers; 

If The extent and limits of their possessions; 
" Their relati,ons with other tribes or nations; 
" Their language, traditions, monuments; 
If Their ordinary occupatiqns in agriculture, fish

ing, hunting, war, arts, and the implements for 
these; 

U Their food, clothing, and domestic accommo
dations; 

" The diseases prevalent among them, and the 
remedies they use; 

" Moral and physical circumstances which Jis
tinguish them from the tribes we know; 

.. Peculiarities in their laws, customs, anti dis
positions; 

" And articles of commerce they may need or 
furnish, and to what extent. 

" And, considering the interest which every na
tion has in extending and strengthening the authQ-

)'OL. I. c 
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rity of reason and justice among the people around 
them, it will be useful to acquire what knowledge 
you can of the state of morality, religion, and in
formation among them; as it may better enable 
those who may endeavour to civilize and instruct 
them, to adapt their measures to the existing no
tions and practices of those 011 whom they are to 
operate. 

" Other objects worthy of notice will be-
.. The soil and face of the country, its growth 

and vegetable productions, especially those not of 
the United States; 

"The animals of the country gcneraU y, and 
especially those not known in the United States; • 

.. The remaillS and accounts of any which may 
be deemed rare or extinct; 

" The mineral productions of every kind, but 
more particularly metals, lime-stone, pit-c?al, and 
saltpetre; salines and mineral waters, noting the 
temperature of the last, and such circumstances a. 
may indicate their character; 

" Volcanic appearances; 
" Climate, as characterized by the thermometer, 

by the proportion of rainy , cloudy, and clear days; 
by lightning, hail, snow, ice; by the access and 
recess of frost; by the winds prevailing at different 
seasons; the dates at which particular plants put 
forth, or lose their flower or leaf; times of appear
ance of particular birds, reptiles or insects. 

" Although your route will be along the channel 
of the :Missouri, yet you will endeavour to inform 
yourselfj by inquiry, of the character and extent 
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of the country watered by its branches, and espe
cially on its southern side. The North river, or 
Rio Bravo, which runs into the gulf of Mexico, 
and the North river, or Rio Colorado, which runs 
into the gulf of California, are understood to be tl1e 
principal streams heading opposite to t4e waters of 
the Missouri, and running sQuthwardly. Whether 
the dividing grounds between the J\-lissouri and 
them are mountains or flat lands, what are their 
distance from the :Missouri, the character of the 
intermediate country, and the people inhabitiug it. 
are worthy of particular inquiry. The northenl 
waters of the :Missouri are less to be inquired after, 
because they have been as~ertained to a conside
rable degree, and are still in a course of ascerta~n
ment by English traders alld travellers; but if you 
can learn any thing certain, of the most northenl 
SDurce of the Mississippi, and of its position rela
tively to the Lake of the "Voods, it ~vill be interest
ing to us. Some account too of the path of the 
Canadian traders from the Mississippi" at the moutll 
of the Ouisconsing to where i~ strikes the MissPllri, 
and of the soil and rivers in its course, is. desirable, 

" In all your intercqurse with the natives, treat 
them in the most friendly and conciliatory manner 
which their own conduct will admit; allay all jea
lousies as to the object of your journey; satisfy 
them of its innQcence; make them acquainted with 
the position, extent, character, peaceable and com
mercial dispositions of the United States; of our 
wish to be neighbourly,· friendly, and useful t~ 
~qem~ and of ~ur dispositions to a. commercial inter.,-
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course with them; confer with them on the points 
most convenient as mutual emporiums, and the ar
ticles of most desirable interchange for them and 
us. If a few of their influential chiefs, within prac
ticable distance, wish to visit us, arrange such a 
visit with them, and furnish them with authority 
to call on our officers on their entering the United 
States, to have them conveyed to this place at the 
public expense. If any of them should wish to have 
some of their young people brought up with us, and 
taught such arts as maybe useful to them, we will 
receive, instruct, and take care of them. Such a 
mission, whether of influential chiefs or young peo,:" 
pIe, wou.ld give some security to your own party. 
Carry with you some matter of the kine-pox; in,:" 
form those of them with whom you may be, of its 
efficacy as a preservative from the small-pox, and 
instruct and encourage them in the use of it. Thi, 
may be especially done wherever you winter. 

" As it is impossible for us to foresee in wha~ 
manner you will be received by those people, whe
ther with hospitality or hostility, so is it impossible 
to prescribe the exact degree of perseverance with 
which you are to pursue your journey. We value 
too much the lives of citizens to offer them to pro
bable destruction. Your numbers will be sufficient 
to secure you against the unauthori~ed oppositio~ 
of individuals, or of small parties; but if a superior 
force, authorized, or not authorized, by a nation, 
should be arrayed against your further passage, 
and inflexibly determined to arrest it, you must 
decline its further pursll~t, and retq.rn. In the los~ 
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of yourselves we should lose also the information 
you will have acquired. By returning safely with 
that, you may enable us to renew the essay with 
better calculated means. To your own discretion, 
therefore, must be left the degree of danger you 
may risl{, and the point at which you should de
cline, only saying, we wish you to err on the side 
of your safety, and to bring back Jour party safe, 
even if it be with less information. 

" As far up the Missouri as the white settlements 
extend, an intercourse will probably be found to 
exist between them aud the Spanish posts of St. 
Louis opposite Cahokia, or St. Genevieve opposite 
Kaskaskia. From still further up the river, the 
traders may furnish a conveyance for letters. Be
yond that you may perhaps be able to engage In
dians to bring letters for the government to Caho
kia, or Kaskaskia, on promising that they shall there 
receive such special compensation as you shall have 
stipulated with them. Avail yourself of these means 
to communicate to us, at seasonable intervals, a 
copy of your journal, notes and observations of 
every kind, putting into cypher whatever might 
do injury if betrayed. 

" Should you reach the Pacific ocean, inform 
yourself of the circumstances which may decide 
whether the furs of thpse parts be not collected as 
advantageously at the head of the Missouri (con
venient as is supposed to the waters of the Colorado 
and Oregan or Columbia) as at Nootka Sound, or 
any other point of that coast; and that trade be 
Foqsequently conducted through the Missouri and 
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United States more beneficially than by the cir .. 
cum navigation now practised. 

'" On your arrival on that coast, endeavour to 
learn if there be any port within your reach fre~ 
quented by the sea vessels of any nation, and to 
send two of your trusty people back by sea, in such 
way as shall appear practicable, with a copy of your 
notes; and should you be of opinion that the return 
of your party by the way they went will be immi
nently dangerous, then ship the whole, and return 
by sea, by the way either of Cape Horn, or the Cape 
of GoOtl Hope, as you shall be able, As you will 
be without money, clothes, or provisions, you must 
ende~vour to use the credit of the United States to 
obtain them; for which purpose open letters of 
credit shall be furnished you, authorizing you to 
draw on the executive of the United States, or any 
of its officers, in any part of the world, on which 
draughts can be disposed of, and to apply with our 
recommendations to the consuls, agents, merchants 
or citizens of any nation with which we have inter
course, assuring them, in our name, that any aids 
they may furnish you shall be honourably repaid, 
and on demand. Our consuls, Thomas Hewes, at 
Batavia, in Java, ,",'illiam Buchal\an, in the Isles 
of France and ilourbon, and John Elmslie, at th~ 
Cape of Good Hope, will ~e able to s\lpply your 
necessities, by draughts on us. 

~, Should you find it safe to return by the way 
you go, after sending two of your party round by 
lea, or with Jour whole party, if no conveyance 
by sea can be found~ do so; making such obserya-
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tiOl1s on your return as may serve to supply, correct, 
or confirm those made on your outward journey. 

" On re-entering the United States, and reach ... 
ing a place of safety, discharge any of your a tten
dants who may desire and deserve it, procuring far 
them immediate payment of all arrears of pay and 
clothing which may have incurred since their de
parture, and assure them that they shall be recom
mended to the liberality of the legislature for the 
grant of a soldier's portion of land each, as proposed 
in my message to congress, and repair yourself. 
with your papers, to the seat of government. 

" To provide, on the accident of your death, 
against anarchy, dispersion, and the consequent 
danger to your party, and total failure of the en
terprise, you are hereby authorized, by any instru
ment signed and written in your own hand, to name 
the person among them who shall succeed to the 
command on your decease, and by like instruments 
to change the nomination, from time to time, as 
further experience of the characters accompanying 
you shall point out superior fitness; and aU the 
powers and authorities given to yourself are, in the 
event of your death, transferred to, and vested in 
the successor so named, with further power to him 
and his successors, in like manner to name each his 
successor, who, on the death of his predecessor, shaH 
be invested with all the powers and authorities 
given to yourself. Given under my hand at the 
city of Washington, this twentieth day of June, 
1803. " THOMAS JEFFERSON, 

" 1"relident of the United Statei oj Amer;ca." 
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While these things were going on here, the coun .... 
try of Louisiana, lately ceded by Spain to Francel 
had been the subject of negociation at Paris be
tween us and this last power; and had actually 
been transferred to us by treaties executed at Paris 
on the thirtieth of April. This information, received 
about the first day of July, increased infinitely the 
interest we felt in the expedition, and lessened the 
apprehensions of interruption from other powers. 
Every thing in this quarter being now prepared, 
captain Lewis left Washington on the fifth of July, 
1803, and proceeded to Pittsburg, where other 
articles had been prdered to be provided for him •. 
The men too were to be selected from the military 
stations on the Ohio. Delays of preparation, diffi
culties of navigation down the Ohio, and other un
toward obstructions, retarded his arrival at Caho
kia until the season was so far advanced as to ren
der it prudent to suspend his entering the Missouri 
hefore the ice should break up in the succeeding 
t;pnng'. 

From this time his journal, now published, will 
give the history of his journey to and from the 
Pacific ocean, until his return to St. Louis on the 
twenty-third of September, 1806. Never did a 
~imilar event excite more joy through the United 
States. The humblest of its citizens had taken a 
lively interest in the issue of this journey, and 
looked forward wit~ impatience f.or the information 
it would furnish. Their ailxieties too for the safety 
of the corps had been kept ill a state of excitement 
by lugubrious rumours, circulated from time to 
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time on uncertain authorities, and uncontradicted 
by letters, or other direct information, from the 
time they had left the Mandan towns, on their 
ascent up the river, in April of the preceding year, 
until their actual return to St. Louis. 

It was the middle of February, 1807, before 
captain Lewis, with his companion captain Clarke, 
reached the city of Washington, where Congress 
was then in session. That body granted to the two 
chiefs, and their followers, the donation of lands, 
which they had been encouraged. to expect, in re
ward of their toil and dangers. Captain Lewis was 
soon after appointed governor of Louisiana, and 
captain Clarke a general of its militia, and agent 
of the United States for Indian affairs in that 
department. 

A considerable time intervened before the go
vernor's arrival at St. Louis. He found the terri
tory distracted by feuds and dissensions among the 
officers of the government, and the people them~ 
selves divided by these into factions and parties. 
He determined at once to take no side with either; 
but to use every endeavour to conciliate and har
tnonize them. The even-handed justice he admi
nistered to all, Soon established a respect for his 
person and authority; and perseverance and time 
wore rlown animosities, and reunited the citizens 
again into one family. 

Governor Lewis had, from early lifeJ been snb
ject to hypochondriac affections. It was a consti .. 
tutional.disposition in all the nearer 'ptanches of 
the family of his name, and was more immediately' 
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inherited by him from his father~ They had not, 
however, been so strong as to give uneasiness to 
his family. While he lived with me in Washington 
I observe'd at times sensible depressions of mind: 
but knowing their constitutional source, I estimat
ed their course by what I had seen in the family. 
During his western expedition, the constant exer
tion which that required of all the faculties of 
body and mind, suspended those distressing affec
tions; but after his establishment at St. Louis in 
sedentary occupations, they returned upon him 
with redoublecl vigour, and began seriously to 
alarm his friends. He was in a paroxysm of one of 
these, when his affairs rendered it necessary for him 
to go to 'Vashington. He proceeded to the Chick
asee Bluffs, with a view of continuing his journey 
thence by water. Mr. Neely, agent of the United 
States with the Chickasaw Indialls, arriving there 
two days after, found him extremely indisposed, 
alla betraying at times some symptoms of a de
rangement of milld. The rumours of a war with 
England, and apprehensions that he might lose the 
papers he was bringing on, among which were the 
vouchers of his public accounts, and the journals 
and papers of his western expedition, induced him 
here to change his mind, ami to take his course by 
land through the Chickasaw country. Although 

. he appeared somewhat relieved. IV[r. Neely kindly 
determined to accompany and watch over him. 
Unfortunately, at their encampment, after having 
passed the T~nnessee one day's journey, they lost 
two horses, which obliged Mr. Neely to halt for 
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their recovery, the governor proceeded, under a 
promise to wait for him at the house of the first 
whi~e inhabitant on his road. He stopped at the 
house of a Mr. Grinder, who 110t being at home, his 
wife, alarmed at the symptoms of derangement she 
discovered, gave him up the house, and retired to 
rest herself in an out-house, the governor's and 
Neely's servants lodging in an another. About 
three o'clock in the night he did the deed, which 

plunged his friends into affliction, and deprived his 

country of one of her most valued citizens, whose 
valour and intelligence would have been now em
ployed in avenging the wrongs of his countrymen, 
and in emulating by land the splendid deeds which 

have honoured her arms on tqe ocean. It lost t09 
to the nation, the benefit of receiving from his 0" n 

hand, the narrative npw offered them of his suHer
ings and successes, in endeavouring to extend for 
them the boundaries of science, and to present to 
their knowledge, that vast and fertile ~ountry, 

which their sons are destined to fill with arts, with 
science, with freedom, and with happiness. 

To this melancholy close of the life of OI~e, whom 
posterity will declare not to have lived in vain, I 
have only to add, that all the facts I have statc(l 
are either known to myself, or communicated by 
his family or others, for whose truth I have no hesi
tation to make myself responsible; and I conclude 
with tendering you the assurances of my respect 
and consideration. 

TH. JEFFERSON. 
Mr. PAUL ALLEN, Philadelphia. 





LEWIS AND CLARKE'S EXPEDITION 

UP THE MISSOURI. 

-
CHAP. I. 

The party set out on the expedition, and pass Wood river-Description of 
the town of St. Charles-Osage Woman river-Gasconade and Osage rivert 
described-Character of the Osage Indians-Curious traditionary a~Collnt 
of their origin-The party proceed, and pa~s the Mine river-The hm 

Charitans-The Kanzas, Nodawa, Newahaw, Neeshnabatona, Littl" 
Nemahar, each of which are particnlarly described-They encamp at the 
lIlcuth of the river Platte-A particular description of the surrounding 
Country-The various Creel>.s, Bays, Islands, Prairies, &c. gi\'t~n in th~ 
courac of the route. 

ON thtl acquisition of Louisiana, in the year 1803, 
the attention of the government of the United 
States was early directed towards exploring and 
improving the new territory. Accordingly in the 
summer of the same year, an expedition was 
planned by the president, for the purpose of disco
vering the coftrses and sources of the J\-lissouri, and 
the most convenient water communication thence 
to the Pacific ocean. His private secretary captain 
Meriwether Lewis# and captain William Clarke, 
both officers of the army of the United States, were 
associated in the command of this enterprise. After 
receiving the requisite instructions, captain Lewis 
left the seat of government, and being joined by 
captain Clarke at Louisville, in Kentucky, pro
p~e4ed to St. LQuis, w~ere they arrived in the 
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month of December. Their original intention was 
to pass the winter at La Charrette, the highest set
tlement on the Missouri. But the Spanish com
mandant of the province, not having received an 
official account of its transfer to the United States, 
was obliged, by the general policy of his govern
ment, to prevent strangers from passing through 
the Spanish territory. They therefore encamped 
at the mouth of Wood river, on the eastern side of 
the Mississippi, out of his jurisdiction, where they 
passed the winter in disciplining the men, and 
making the llecessary preparations for setting out 
early in the spring, before which the ces~ioll was 
officially announced. The party consisted of nine 
young men from Kentucky, four~een soldiers of 
the United States army, who volunteered their ser
vices, two French watermen-an interpreter and 
hunter-and a black servant belonging to captain 
Clarke. -All these, except the la~t, were enlisted 
to serve as privates during the expedition, and three 
iergeants appointed from amongst them by the 
captains. In addition to these were engaged a COT

po~al and six soldiers, an,d nille watermen to ac
company the expedition as far as the J\1andan na
tion, in order to assist in carrying the stores, or 
repelling an attack, which was most to be appre
hended between 'Vood river and that tribe. The 
necessary stores were subdivided into seven bales, 
and one box, containing a small portion of each 
article in case of accident, They consisted of a 
great variety of clothing, working utensils, locks~ 
flints, po~uer, ball, and articles of the greatest. 
llie. To these were added fo~rteen bales and one 
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box of Indian presents, distributed in the sam8 
. manner, and composed of richly laced coats, and 
other articles of dress, medals, flags, knives, and 
tomahawks for the chiefs-ornaments of different 
kinds, particularly beads, looking-glasses, hand
kerchiefs, paints, and generally such arti~les as 
were deemed best calculated for the taste of the 
Indians. The party was to embark on board of 
three boats; the first was a keel boat fifty-five feet 
long, drawing three feet water, carrying one large 
flquare-sail and twenty-two oars, a deck of ten feet 
ill the bow, and stern, formed a forecastle and cabin. 
while the middle was covered by lockers, which 
might be raised so as to form a breast-work in case 
of attack. This was aecOlupanied by two perioques 
or open boats, one of six: and the other of seven 
oars. Two horses were at the same time to be led 
along the banks of the river, for the purpose of 
bringing home game, or hunting in case of scarcity. 

Of the proceedings of this expedition, the foUow
ing is a succinct and circumstantial narrative. 

All the preparations being completed, we lef&; 
our encampment on Monday, May 14th. 1804. 
This spot is at the mouth of Wood river. a small 
stream, which. empties itself into the :Mississippi, 
opposite to the entrance of the l\iissourL It is situ
ated in latitude ;380 55' 19.6" north. and longitude 
from Green~ich, 89° 57' 45". On both sides of th .. 
~ississippi the Lmd for two or three miles is ricIt 
and level, but gra.dually sw~lls into a high pleasant 
country, with less timber on the western than on. 
the eastern side, but aU susceptible of cu18vation. 
The point, which separates the two ri vers Qn the 



4 LEWIS AND CLARKE'S EXPEDITION 

north, eXtends for fifteen or twenty miles. the 
greater part of which is an open level plain, in 
which the people of the neighbourhood cultivate 
what little grain they raise. Not being able to se~ 
sail before four o'clock P. M., we did not make 
more than four miles, and encamped on the first 
island, opposite a small creek called Cold Water. 

May 15. The rain, which had continued yester
day and last night, ceased this morning. We then 
proceeded, and after passing two small islands about 
ten miles further, stopped for the night at Piper's 
landing, opposite another island. The water is h~re 
very rapid, and the banks falling in. We found 
that our boat was too heavily laden in the stem, in 
consequence of which she ran on logs three times 
to day. It became necessary to throw the greatest 
weight on the bow of the boat, a precaution very 
necessary in ascending both the Missouri and Mis
sissippi rivers, in the beds of which there lie great 
quantities of concealed timber. 

The next morning we set sail at five o'clockr 
At the distance of a few miles, we passed a J'emark
able large coal hill on the north side, called by the 
French La <;::harbonniere. and arrived at the town 
of St. Charles. Here we remained a few days. 

St. Charles is a small town on the north bank of 
theJ\fissouri, about twenty-one miles from its con
fluence with the Mississippi. It is situated in a nar
row plain, sufficiently high to protect it from the 
annual risings of the river in the month of June, 
and at the foot of a range orsman hills, which have 
occasiqned its being called Petite Cote, a name by 
which it is more known to the French than by that, 

... 
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of St. Charles. One.. prin<1ipal street, ahout a mile 
in length, aild running parallel with the river, di
vides the tOW)1, which is composed of nearly one 
hundred small wooden hOllses, besides a chape1. 
The inhabitants, ahont fOJ}r hundred and fifty ill 
number, are chiefly descendants frpm the Vre1lch 
of Canada; and, in their manners, they unite all 
the ca;eless gaiety, and the amiable hospitality, of 
the best times of France; yet, like most of their 
c,Ountrymen in America, they are but ill qualified 
for the rude life of a frontier; pot that they are 
without talent, fQf they possess much natural ge-: 
nius and vivacity: nor that they are destitute of 
enterprise, for their hunting excursiops are Jong~ 
laborious, and hazardous; but their exertiOl)S are 
all desultory; their industry is without system, and 
without pereeverance. The surrOlln(ling country, 
therefore~ though rich, is not, in general, well cul
tivated; the inhabitants chiefty sqhsisting by hUl1t
rng and trade with the Indians, and confine their 
c<ulture to gardening, in which they excel. 

Being joined by captain Lewis, who had been 
detained hy business at St. Louis, we again set sail 
on Moqday~ May 21 st, in the afternoon, hut were 
prevented by wind and rain from going more than 
about three miles, wheQ. we encamped on the upper 
point of an island, ne~rly opposite a creek, which 
falls in on the south side, 

On the 22d we made about eighteen miles, pass
ing seyeral small farms on the bank of the river, a 
uurober of small islands, and a large creek on the 
5.outh side, called BOllhommer, or Goodmall's river. 

VOL. I. 
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A small number of emigrants frdm the United States 
have settled 011 the sides of this creek, which are 
very fertile. We also passed some high lands, and 
encamped, on the north side, near a small creek. 
Here we met a camp of Kicl{apoo Indians, who hall 
left us at St. Charles, with a promise of procuring 
us some provisions by the time we overtook them. 
They now made us a present of four deer, and we 
gave them ill return two quarts of whiskey. This 
tribe reside on the heads of the 1{askaskia and Illi
nois river, on the other side of the J\1ississippi, but 
occasionally hunt on the Missouri. 

May 23. Two miles from our camp of last night, 
we reached a river, emptying itself on the north 
side, called Osage Woman river. It is about thirty 
yards wide, and has now a settlement of thirty OF 

forty families from the United States. About a mile 
and a half beyond this is a large cave, on the south 
side, at the foot of cliffs nearly three hundred feet 
high, overhanging the water, which becomes very 
swift at this place. The cave is one hundred and 
twenty feet wide, forty feet deep, and twenty high, 
it is known by the name of the Tavern, among the 
traders, who have written their names on the rock, 
and painted some images, which command the 
homage of the Indians and French. About a mile 
further we passed a small creek, called Tavern 
creek, and encamped on the south side of the river, 
having gone nine miles. . 

Early the next morning we ascepded a very dif
ficult rapid, called the Devil's Race Ground, where 
the current sets for half a mile against some pr9~ 

jecting rocks on the sputh side . . W-e were less foJ'-::-
. . ~ . . 

--c---- --
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tnnate in attempting a second place of equal diffi
cu1ty. Passing near the southern shore; the bank 
fell in so fast, as to oblige us to cross the river in
stantl y, between the northern side and a sand-bar; 
which is constantly moving and banking with the 
violence of the current. The boat struck on it, and 
would have upset immediately, if the men had not 
jumped into the water, and held her till the sand 
washed from under her. We encamped on the south 
side, having ascended ten miles, and the next day, 
May 25, passed, on the south side, the mouth of 
Wood river, on the north, two small creeks all.d 
several islands, and stopped for the night at th¢ 
entrance of a creek on the north side, called by the 
French La Charrette, ten miles from our last en
dimpmenf, and a little above a small village of 
the same name-. It consists of seven 'small houses, 
and as many poor families, who have_ fixed them
selves here for the convenience of trade, and form 
the last establishment of whites on the Missouri, 
It rained last night, yet we found this morning 
that the river had fallen several inches. 

May 26. The wind being favourable, we made 
eighteen miles to-day. We passed in the morning 
several islands, the largest of which is Buffaloe 
island, separated from the southern side by a small 
channel, which receives the waters of llllffaloe 
creek. On the same side is Shepherd's creek; a. 
little beJond which we encamped, on the northerll 
side. The next day we failed along a large isLnd, 
called Otter island, on the northern side, extmding 
nearly ten miles in length, narrow but high in its 
situation! and one of the most fertile in the wl~()!£ 
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river. Between it and the northern shore, three 
small creeks, one of which has the same name with 
the island, empty themselves. On the southetn 
shore is a creek, twenty yards wide, called Ash 
Heek. In the course of the day we met two cano'es 
loaded with fms, which had been two months 011 

their route from the J\Iahar nation, residing more 
than seven hundred miles up the rrver-one large 
raft from the Pawnees 011 the river Platte, and 
three others from the Grand Osage river. At thtt 
distance of fiCteen miles we encamped OIl a willow 

• 
island, at the entrance of the river Gasconade .. This 
river falls into the l\1issonri from the south, one 
hundred miles from the Mississippi. Its length is 
about one hundred and fifty miles, in a course ge
nerally north-east, -through a hilly country. On its 
banks are a nUlllber of saltpetre caves, and it i~ 

believed some mines of lead in the vicinity. Its 
width at the mOt'lth is one hundred and fifty-seven 
yards, and its depth nineteen feet. -

Here we halted, for the purpose of drying our 
provisions, and making the necessary celestial ob
servations. This being completed, we set sail 011 

the ~9th, at four o'clock, and at four miles distance 
encamped on the south side, above a small creek, 
called Deer creek. The next day, 50th, we set 
out early, and at two miles distant reached a large 
cave, on the north, called Montbtun's tavern. after 
a French trader of that name, just above a creeJr 
called after the same person. Beyond this is a latg, 
island, and at the distance of four miles, Rush creel{ 
eoming in from the south, at eleven, Big-muddy 
river on the north, about fifty yards wide; threCl 
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miles further, is Little-muddy river, on the same 
side, opposite to which we encamped, at the mouth 
of Grindstone creek. The rain, which began last 
night, continued through the day, accompanied 
with high wind and some hail. The river has been 
rising fast for two days, and the country around 
appears full of water. Along the sides of the river 
to day, we observe mnch timber, the cotton wood, 
the sycamore, hiccory, white walnut, some grape
vines, and rushes-the, high west wind and rain 
compelled us to remain all the next day, May 31. 
In the afternoon a boat came down from the Grand 
Osage river, bringing;' a letter from a person sent 
to the Osage nation on the Arkansaw river, which 
mentioned that the letter announcing the cession of 
Louisiana was committed to the flames-that the 
Indians would not believe that the Americans were 
owners of that country, and disregarded St. Louis 
and its supplies. The party was occupied in hunt
ing, in the course of which, they caught in the 
woods several very large rats. We set sail early 
the next morning, June lst, and at six miles distant 
passed Bear creek, a stream of about twenty-five 
yards width: but the wind being ahead, and the 
current rapid, we were unable to make more than 
thirteen miles to the mouth of the Osage riveF; 
where we encamped, and remained the following" 
day, for the purpose of making celestial observa
tions. The Osage river empties itself into the Mis
souri, at one hundred and thirty-three miles distanee 
froni the mouth of the latter river. Its gen~ral 
course is west and west south-west, through a rieh 
and level country. At ~he jUllction the l\lissour~ is 
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about eight hundred and seventy-five yards wide, 
and the Osage three hundred and ninety-seven; 
The low point of junction is in latitude 38° 31' 16" J 

and at a short distance from it is a high command
ing position, whence we enjoyed a delightful prg." 
spect of the country, .. 

The Osage river gives or owes its name to a na
tioll inhahiting its banks at a considera,ble distance 
from this place. Their present name, however; 
:seems to have originated from the French traders,
for both among themselves and their neighbours 
they are called the Wasbashas. They number be
tween twelve and thirteen hundred warriors, atid 
consi-st of three tribes: the Great Osages of about 
five hundred warriors, living in a village on the 
south bank of the ri ver-the Little Osages, of nearly 
half that number, residing at the distance of six: 
miles from them-and the Arkansaw band, a colony 
of Osages, of six hundred warriors, who left them 
some years ago, under the command of a chief 
called the Bigfoot, and settled on the Vermillioll , . 
river, a branch of the Arkansaw. In persan the 
Osages are among the largest and best-formed In
dians, and are said to possess fine military capaci
ties; but residing as they do in villages, and having 
made considerable advance in agriculture, they 
seem less addicted to war than their northern neigh
bours, to whom the use of rifles gives a great supe
riority. Among- the peculiarities of this people. 
there is nothing more remarkable than the tradition 
relative to their origin. According to universal 
belie:, the ~ounder of the nation was a snail passing 
a qUlet eXIstence along the banks of the Osage, 
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till a high flood swept him down to the l\lissoUJ i, 
and left him exposed on the shore. The heat of 
the sun at length ripened him into a man, but with 
the change of his nature, he had not forgotten his 
native seats on the Osage, towards which he imme
diately bent his ~ay. He was, however, soon over
taken by hunger and fatigue, when happily the 
Great Spirit appeared, and giving him a bow and 
arrow, showed him how to kill amI cook deer, and. 
cover himself with the skin. He then proceeded to 
his original residence, but as he approached the ri
ver he was met by a beaver, who inquired haught
ily who he was, and by what authority he came to 
disturb his possession. The Osage answered, that 
the river was his own, for he had once lived on its 
borders. As they stood disputing, the daughter of 
the beaver came, and having by her entreaties re
conciled her father to this :young stranger, it was 
prop.osed, that the Osage should marry the young 
heaver, and share with her family the enjoyment 
of the river. The Osage readily consented, and 
from this happy union there soon came the village 
and the nation of the Wasbasha, or Osages, who 
have ever since preserved a pious reverence for 
their ancestors, abstaining from the chace of the 
beaver, because in killing that animal they killecl 
a brother of the Osage. Of late years, however, 
since the trade with the whites has rendered beaver 
skins more valuable, the sanctity of these maternal 
relatives has visibly educed, and the poor animals 
have nearly lost all the privileges of kindred. 

On the afternoon of J nne 0, we proceeded, and 
pt three Jllile~ distant reached a creek, called Cur-
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hoard creek, from a rock of that appearance near 
its entrance. Two miles further we encamped at 
J\foreau creek, a stream of twenty yards width, 011 

the southern side: The next morning, we pa~sed at 
an early hour, Cedar island on the north, so called 
from the abundance of the tree of that name; near 
which js a small creek, named Nightingale creek, 
from a binI of that species, who sang for us eluring 
the night. Beyond Cedar islcfnd, are some others of 
a smaller extent, and at seven miles distance a creek 
fifteen or twenty yards wide, entering from the 
north, and known by the name of Cedar creek. At 
seven and a half miles further, we passed, on the 
south side, another ~reekl which we called Mast 
creek, from the circumstance of our mast being 
broken by running under a concealed tree; a little 
above is another creek 011 the left,ol}e [pile peyoml, 
which we encamped on the southern shore, under 
high projecting cliffs. The French had reported~ 
that lead ore was to be fQund in this place, but on 
examining the hills, we could discern no appearane 
of that mineral. Along the river on the south, is & 

low land covered with rushes, and high nett1es~ 
and near the mouths of the creeks, supplied with 
oak, ash, and walnut timber. On the north the 
land is rich and well situated. We made seventeell 
and a half miles this day. The river is falling 
dowly. We continued our route the next morning 
early: a small creek, called Lead creek, on the 
south; another on the north, known to the French 
by the name of Little Good Woman's creek, an~ 
again Big Rock creek, on the south, were the only 
II-treams we pa_ssed this morning'. At eleven o'cloc14 
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we met a raft, made of two canoes joincd together, 
in which twp French traders were descending, from 
eighty leagues up the river Kanzas, "here they had 
wintered, and caught great quantities of beaver, 
but had lost much of their game by fires from the 
prames. They told us that the Kanzas nation is 
now huntiQg buffaloe in the plains, having passed 
the lailt winter in this river. Two miles further, we 
reached on the south Little Manitou creek, which 
takes its name from ~ strange figure resembling 
the bust of a man, with the horns of a stag, painted 
on a projecting rQck, which may represent some 
spirit or deity. Near this }s a sand-bar extending. 
several miles, whic'h renders the navigation difficult, 
and a small creek called Sand creek on the south, 
where we stopped for dinner, and gathered wild 
cresses amI tongue-grass from· the sand-bar. The 
rapidity of the currents, added to our having broken 
our mast, prevented our going more than twelve' 
and a half miles. The scouts and hunters whom we 
always kept ollt, report that they have seen fresh 
tracks of Indians. The next morning we left our 
camp, which was on the soud. side, opposite to a 
large island in the middle of the river, and at five 
miles reached a creek on the north side, of about 
twenty yards wide, called Split Rock creek, from 
a fissure ill the point of a neighbouring rock. Three 
miles bey~nd this, on the south, is Saline river; it is 
about thirty yards wide, and has its name from the 
number of salt licks and springs, which render its 

. water brackish; the river is very rapid and the 
banks falling in. After leaving Saline creek, W~ 

VOL. I. 
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passed one large island and several smaller ones, 
having made fourteell miles. The water rose a foot 
during the last night. 

The next day, June 7, we passed at four and a: 
half miles Big Manitou creek, near which is a lime
stone rock inlaid with flint of various colours; an<t 
embellished, or at least covered with uncouth paint
ings of animals and inscriptions. We landed to exa
mine it, but found the place occupied by a nest of 
rattlesnakes, of which we killed three. 'We also 
examined some licks and springs ()[ salt water, two 
or three miles up this'~ creek. We then proceeded 
by some small willow islands, and encamped at the 
mouth of Good W'oman river on the north. It is 
about thirty-five yards wide, and said to be navi
gable for boats several leagues. The hunters, who 
had hitherto given us only deer, brought in this 
evening three bears, and had seen some illdicatiOll 
of buffaloe. "r e ha.d come fourteen miles. 

June 8, we saw several small willow islands, and 
creek 011 the south, near which are a number of a 
deer licks; at nine miles distance we came to l\Iine 
river. This river, which falls into the Missouri from 
the south, is said to be navigable for boats eighty 
or ninety miles, and is about seventy yards wide at 
its mouth. It forks about five or six leagues from 
the Missouri, awl at the point of junction are some 
very rich salt springs; the west branch, in parti
cular, is so much impregnated, that, for twenty 
miles, the water is not palatable: several branches 
of the Manitou and Good Woman are equally tinc
tured. The French report also, that lead ore hru; 
been found on different parts of the river, We made 

.. 
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several ex.cilrsions 11ear the river through the low 
rich country on its banks, and after dinner went on 
to the island of :Mills, where we encamped. We 
met with a party of three hunters from the Sioux 
river; they had been otlt for twelve months, and 
collected about nine hUllllred dollars worth of pel
tries and filrs. 'Ve ascended this river twelve miles. 

On the 9th, we set out early, and reached a cliff 
of rocks, called the Arrow Rock, near to which is 
a prairie, called the Prairies oi' Arrows, and Arrow 
creek .. a small stream about eight yards \\ ide, 
whose source is in the adjoining prairies on the 
south. At this cliff the Missouri is confined within 
a bed of two hundred yards; and about four miles 
to the south-east is a large lick and salt spring of 

. great strength. About three miles further is Blac k
bird creek on the north side, opposite to which, i~ 

an island and a prairie inclosing a small lake. Five 
miles beyond this we encamped on the south side. 
after making, in the course of the day, thirteen 
miles. The land on the north is a high rich plain. 
On the south it is also even, of a good quality, and 
rising from fifty to one hundred feet. 

The next morning, lath, we passed Deer creek, 
.and at the distance of five miles, the two rivers, 
called by the French the Two Charatons, a corrup
tion of Thieraton, the first of which is thirty, the 
second seventy yards wide, and enter the IVlissouri 
together. They are both navigable for boats: the 
country through which they pass is broken, rich, 
and thickly covered with timber. The Ayauway 
nation, consisting of three hundred men, have a 
village near its head-waters on the river De l\foinei. 
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Farther on we passed a large island called Chicot 
or Stump Island, and encamped on the south, after 
making' ten miles. A headwind forced us to retnain 
there ;n the next day, during which we dried the 
meat we had killed, al1d examined the surrounding 
country, which consists of good land, well watered, 
and Supplied with timber: the prairies also differ 
from those eastward of tlie :Mississippi, inasmuch 
as the latter are generally without any covering 
·~xcept grass, whilsf-the fonner abound with hazel, 
grapes, and other fruits, among which is the Osage 
plum, of a superior size and quality. On tlle morn
ing of the 12th, we passed through difficult places 
in the river, and reached Plum creek on the south 
side. At one o'clock we met two rafts loaded, the 
one with furs, the other with the tallow of buffaloe; 
they were from the Sioux nation, and on their way 
to 8t. I .. ol1is; but we were fortunate enough to 
engage one of them, a Mr. Durion, who had lived 
with that nation more than twenty years, and wa!! 
high in their confidence, to accompany us thither. 
We made nine miles. On the 13th, we passed at 
between four and five miles, a bend of t,he river, 
and two creeks on the north, called the Rouml 
Bend creeks. Between these two creeks is the
prairie, in which once stood the ancient village of 
the l\Iissouris. Of this village there remains no 
vestige, nor is there any thing to recal this great 
and numerous nation, except a feeble remnant of 
about thirty families. They were driven from their 
original seats by the invasions of the Sau1{s and 
othe~ In~ians from the Mississippi, who destroyed 
~t thiS vlllage two hundred of them in one cOlltest, 
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and sought refuge near the Little Osage, on ths 
other side of the river. The encroachment of thct 
same enemies forced, about thirty years since, both 
these nations from the banks of the l\1issouri. A 
few retired with the Osage, and the remainder 
found an asylum on the river Platte, among the 
Ottoes, who are themselves declining. Opposite the 
plain there was an island and a French fort, but 
there is now no appearance of either, the successive 
inundations having probably washed them away, as 
the willow island, which is in the situation described 
by Du Pratz, is small and of recent formation. Five 
miles from this place isthe mouth of Grand River, 
where we encamped. This river follows a course 
nearly south, or south-east, and is between eighty 
and a hundrell yards wide where it enters the Mis
~ouri, near a delightful and rich plain. A l'acoon. 
a bear. and some deer, were obtain.ed to-day. We 
proceeded at six o'clock the next morning. The 
current was so rapid. and the banks on the north 
falling in so constantly, that we were obliged to 
approach the sand-bars on the south. These were 
moving continually. and formed the worst passage 
we had seen, and which we surmounted with much 
difficulty. We met a trading raft from the Pa wnee 
nation on the· river Platte, and, attempted uusuc .. 
cessfully to engage Ol1e of their party to return with 
us. At the distance of eight miles we came to some 
high cliffs, called the Snake bluffs. from the number 
of that animal in the neighbourhood, and imme
diately above these .bluffs, Snake creek, about 
eighteen yards wide, on which we encamped. One 

qf our hunters, a half Indjan, brought us an ac_ 
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count of his having to-day Rassed a small lake, near 
which a number of deer were feeding; and in the 
pond he heard a snake making a guttural noise 
like a turkey. He fired his gun, but the noise be
came louder. He adds, that he has heard the Indians 
mention this species of snake, and this story is con ... 
firmed by a Frenchman of our party. All the next 
day, the river bei111g very high, thesand .... bars were 
50 roUing and numeroUs, and the current so strong, 
that we were unahle to stem it even with oal'S 
added to our sails; thi8 obliged us to gd nearer the 
banks., which were falling in, so that we cotdd not 
make, though the boat was occasionally towed, 
more than fourteen miles. We passed several is1aRdf 
and one creek on the south side, and encamped on 
the north opposite a beautiful plain, which ex-tends 
as far back as the Orange river, and some miles up 
the Missouri. In front of our encampment are the 
remains of an old village of the Little Osa-g~_ 

situated at some distance from the river, ana at -the 
foot of a small hill. About three miles above them,. 
in view of otlr camp, is the situation of the old vil
lage of the l\iissoUl'is after thf'y fle(l from the 
Sauks. The inroads of the same tribe compelled the 
Little Osage to retire from the Missouri a few yearg 
ago, and est"blish themselves near theG~eat Osages. 
The river, which is here about one mile wide, had 
risen in the morning, but fell towards evening. 
Early this morning, June l6th, we joined the camp 
of our hunters, who had provided two <leer and two 
bears, and then passing all island and a prairie Oll 

~he north, covered with a species of timothy, mad/ 
gur way through bad sand-bari and a swift curren~ 
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to an encampment for the evening, on the north 
side, at ten llliles distance. The timber which we 
examined to-day was not sufficiently strong for 
oars; the moschetoes anci ticks are exceedingly 
troublesome. On the 17th, we set out early, and 
having come to a convenient place, at one mile 
distance, for procuring timber and making oars, we 
occupied ourselves in that way on this and the fol
lowing day. The country on the north of the river 
is rich anci covered with timber; among which we 
procured the ash for oars. At two miles it changes 
into extensive prairies, and at seven or eight miles 
distance becomes higher and waving. The prairie 
and high lands on the south commence more imme
diately on the river; the whole is well watered and 
provided with game, such as deer, elk, and bear. 
The hunters brought in a fat horse, which was pro
bably lost by some war party-this being the cross
ing place for the Sauks, Ayauways, and Sioux, in 
their excursions against the Osage. 

June 19, the oars being finished, we proceede{l 
under a gentle breeze by two large and some 
s~naller islands. The saud-bars are numerous, and so 
bad, that at one place we were forced to clear away 
the driftwood in order to pass: the water too wa. 
so rapid, that we were under1the necessity of tow
ing the boat for half a mile round a point of rocks 
on the south side. We passecl two creeks, one called 
Tiger creek ou the north, twenty-five yards wide 
at the extremity of a large island called Panther 
island; the other Tabo creek on the south, fifteen 
yards wide. Along the shores are gooseberries all(l 

raspberries in great abulldallce. At the distance of 
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seventeen and a half miles we encamped on the
south, near a lake about two miles from the river, 
and several in circumference; and much frequented 
hy deer and all kind of fowls. On the north the 
land is higher and better calculated for farms than 
that on the south, which ascends more gradually, 
but is still rich aud pleasant. The moschetoes and 
ether animals are so troublesome, that moscheto
biers or nets were distributed to the party. The 
next morning we passed a large island, opposite to 
'which on the north is a large and beautiful prairie, 
called Sauk prairie, the land being fine and 
well timbered on both sides the river. Pelicans 
were seen to-day. 'Ve made six and three quarter 
miles, and encamped at the lower point of a small 
island, along the north side of which we proceeded 
the nelf(t day, June 21st, but not without danger, 
in consequence of the sands and the rapidity of the 
water, which rose three inches last night. Behind 
another island come in from the south two creeks, 
called Eau, Beau, or Clear Water creeks; on the 
north is a very remarkable bend, where the high 
lands approach the river, and form an acute 'angle 
at the head of a large island produced by a narrow" 
channel through the point of the bend. We passed 
several other islands, and encamped at seven and a 
half miles on the south. 

22d. The river rose during the night fonr inches. 
The water is very rapid and crowded with concealed 
timber. We passed two large islands and an exten
sive prairie on the south, beginning with a rich low 
lanel, and r.ising to the distance of seventy or eighty 
feet of rol1mg clear country. The thermometer at 
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three o'clock P. M. was at 87°. After coming ten 
and a half miles we encamped on the south, opposite 
a large creek called Fire Prairie river. 

23d. The wind was against us this morning, and 
became so violent that we made only three and a 
half miles, and were obliged to lie to during the 
day at a small island. This is separated from the 
northern side by a narrow channel, which cannot 
be passed by boats, being choked hy trees and 
drifted wood. Directly opposite, on the south, is a 
high commanding position, more than seventy feet 
above high water mark, and overlooking the river, 
which is here of but little width; this spot has many 
advantages for a fort and trading house with the 
Indians. * The river fell eight inches last night. 

The next day, 24th, we passed, at eight miles 
distance, Hay Cabin creek coming in from the south, 
about twenty yards wide, and so called from camps 
of straw built on it; to the north are some rocks 
projecting into the river, and a little beyond them 
a creek on the same side, called Charaton Scarty; 
that is, Charaton like the Otter. We halted, after 
making eleven and a half miles, the country on 
both sides being fille and interspersed with prairies, 
in which we now see numeroulj herds of deer, pas
turing in the plains or feeding on the young wil
lows of the river. 

25th. A thick fog detained us till eight 0' cloGk~ 

when we set sail, and at three miles reached a bank 

* The United States built, in September 1808, a factory and, 
fort at this spot, which is very convenil!ut for trading with tb.' 
,?sages, Ayauways, Itn,d I\anzas. 

VOL. ~ ~ 
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of stone-coal on the north, which appearedn to be 
very abundant: just below~t is a creek, called 
after the bank La Charbonniere. Four miles fur
ther, and on the southern side, comes in a small 
creek, called La Benite. The prairies here approach 
the river, and contain many fruits, such as plums, 
raspberries, wild apples, and nearer the river vast 
quantities of mulberries. Our encampment was at 
thirteen miles distance on an island to the north, 
opposite some hills higher than usual, and almost 
one hundred and sixty or one hundred and eighty 
feet. 26th. At one mile we passed at the end of a 
small island, Blue Water creek, which is about 
thirty yards wide at its entrance from the south.* 
Here the :Missouri is confined withill a narrow bed, 
and the current still more so by counter currents or 
whirls on one side, and a high bank on the other. 
We passed a small island and sand-bar, where our 
tow-rope broke twice, and we rowed round, with 
great exertions. We saw a number of parroquets, 
and killed some deer; after nine and three quarter 
miles we encamped at the upper point of the mouth 
of the river Kanzas: here we remained two days, 
during" hich we malie the necessary observations, 
recruited the party, and repaired the boat. The 
river Kanzas takes its rise in the plains between the 
Arkansaw and Platte rivers, and pursues a course 
generally east till its junction with the Missouri, 
which is in latitude 38° 31' 13"; here it is three 
hundred and forty and a quarter yards wide, though 
it is wider a short distance above the mouth. The 

* A ,few.miles up the Blue \Vater creek are quarries of ptaister ' 
of Pans, sjOce worked and brought down to St. ~ouis~ 
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:Missouri itself is about five hundred yards in width; 
the point of union is low and subject to inundations 
for two hundred and fifty yards; it then rises a 
little above high water mark, and continues so as 
far back as the hills. On the south of the Kanzas 
the l1ills or highlands come within one mile and a 
half of the river; on the north of the Missouri they 
do not approach nearer than several miles; but on 
all sides the country is fine. The comparative spe .... 
cific gravities of the two rivers is, for the l\1is~ouri 
seventy-eight, the Kanzas seventy-two degrees; 
the waters of the latter have a very disagreeable 
taste; the former has risen during yesterday and 
to-day about two feet. On the banks of the Kanzas 
reside the Indians of the same name, consisting of 
two villages, one at about twenty, the other forty 
leagues from its mouth, and amounting to about 
three hundred men. They once lived twenty-four 
leagues higher than the Kanzas, on the south bank 
of the Missouri, and were then more numerous, but 
they have been reduced and banished by the Sauks 
and Ayatlways, who, being better supplied with 
arms, have an advantage over the Kanzas, though 
the latter are not less fierce and warlike than them
selves. This nation is now hunting in the plains for 
the buffaloe, which our hunters have seen for the 
first time. 

On the 29th, we set out late in the afternoon, 
and having passed a sand-bar, near which the boat 
was almost lost, and a large island on the north, we 
encamped at seven and a quarter miles on the same 
side in the low lands, where the rushes are so thick 
that it is trollblesome to walk through them. Early 
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the next morning, 30th, we reached, at five miles 
distance; the mouth of a. river coming in from the 
north, and called by the French, Petite Riviere 
Platte, or Little Shallow river; it is about sixty 
yards wide at its mouth. A few of the party who 
ascended informed us, that the lands on both sides 
are good, and that there are several falls well cal
culated for mills; the wind was from the south west, 
and the weather oppressively warm; the thermo· 
meter standing at 96° aboveOat three o'GlockP.M. 
One mile beyond this is a small creek on the south, 
at five miles from which we encamped on the same 
side, opposite the lower point of an island called 
Diamond island. The land on the north between 
the Little Shallow river and the Missouri is not 
good, amI subject to overflow-on the south it is 
higher and better timbered. 

July lst. We proceeded along the north side of 
Diamond i~and, where a small creek, called Biscuit 
creek empties itself. One and a half miles above 
the islaml is a large sand-bar in the middle of tlie 
river, beyond which we stopped to refresh the men, 
who suffered very much from the heat. Here we 
observed great quantities of grapes and raspberries. 
Between one and two miles further are three islands 
and a creek on the south, known by the French 
name of Remore. The main current, which is now 
on the south side of the largest of the three islands, 
ran three years, as we were told, on the north; and 
there was then no appearance of the two smaller 
islands. At the distance of four and a half miles w'e 
reached the lower point of a cluster of small islands, 
two large and two smaU, called Isles des Parcs or 
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Field Islands. Paccaun trees were this day seen» 
and large quantities of deer and turkeys on the 
banks. We had advanced twelve miles. 

July 2d. We left our encampment, opposite to 
which is a high and beautiful prairie on the southern 
side. and passed up the south of the islands, which 
are high meadows, and a creek on the north called 
Pare creek. Here for half an hour the river be
came covered with drift wood, which rendered the 
navigation dangerous, and was probably caused by 
the giving wayof some sand-bar, which had detained 
the wood. After making five miles we passed a 
stream Qn the south called Turkey creek, near a 
sand-bar, where we could scarcely stem the current 
with twenty oars, and all the poles we had. On the 
north, at about two miles further is a large island. 
called by the Indians Wau-car-da-war-card-da> or 
the Bear Medicine island. Here we landed and 
replaced our mast, which had been broken three 
days ago, by running against a tree, overhanging 
the river. Thence we proceeded, and after night 
stopped on the north side, above the island, having' 
come eleven and a half miles. Opposite our camp 
is a valley, in which was situated an old village of 
the Kanzas, between two high points of Ian -I, and' 
on the bank of the river. About a mile in the rear 
of the village was a small fort, built by the French 
on an elevation. There are now no traces of the 
village, but the situation of the fort may be recog
nized by some remains of chimneys, and the general 
outline of the fortification, as well as by the fine 
spring which supplied it with water. The party. 
who were stationed here, were probably cut eff 
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by the Indians, as there are no accounts of them. " 
July 3d. A gentle breeze from the south carried 

us eleven and a quarter miles this day, past two 
islands, one a small willow island, the other lai'ge l 

and called by the French Isle des Vaches, or ('ow 
island. At the head of this island, on the northern 
shore, is a large pond containing beaver, and fowls 
of different kinds. After passing a bad sand-bar, we 
stopped on the south side at an old trading house, 
which is now deserted, and half a mile beyond it 
encamped on the south. The land is fine along the 
rivers, and some distance back. We observed the 
black walnut and oak among the timber; and the 
honey-suckle and the buck's-eye, with the nuts 011 

them. 
The morning o( the 4th July was announced by 

the discharge of our gun. At one mile we reached 
the mouth of a bayeau or creek, coming from a 
large lake on the north side~ which appears as if it
had once been the bed of the river, to which it runs 
parallel for several miles. The water of it is clear, 
and supplied by a small creek and several springs" 
and the number of goslins which we saw on it, in
duced us to call it the Gosling lake. It is about 
three quarters of a mile wide, and seven or eight 
miles long. One of our men was bitten by a snak€~" 
but a poultice of bark and gunpowder was sufficient, 
to cure the wound. At ten and a quarter miles we 
reached a creek on the south, about twelve yard!f 
wide, and coming from an extensive prairie, which 
approached the borders of the river. To. this creek, 
which had no name, we gave that of Fourth of July 
~reek; above it is a high mound, where three Indian" 



UP THE "MISSOURI. 

paths centre, and from which is a very extensive 
prospect. After fifteen miles sail we came to on the 
north, a little above a creek on the southern side, 
about thirty yards wide, which we called Indepen
dence creek, in honour of the day, which we could 
celebrate only by an evening gun, and an addi
tional gill of whiskey to the men. 

The next day, 5th, we crossed over to the south, 
and came along the bank of an extensive and 
beautiful prairie, interspersed with copses of timber, 
and watered by Independence creek. On this bank 
formerly stood the second village of the Kanzas; 
from the remains it must have been once a large 
town. We passed several bad sand-bars, and a small 
creek to the south, which we called Yellow Ochre 
creek, from a bank of that mineral a little above it. 
The river continues to fall. On the shores are great 
quantities of summer and fall grapes, berries and 
wild roses. Deer is not so abundant as usual, hut 
there are numerous tracks of elk around us. We 
encamped at ten miles distance on the sl)uth side, 
uuder a high bank, opposite to which was a low 
land covered with tall rushes and some timber. 

July 6. 'Ve set sail, and at one mile passed a 
sand-bar, three miles further an island, a prairie to 
the north, at the distance of four miles, called 
Reevey's prairie, after a Irian who was killed there; 
at which place the river is confined to a very narrow 
channel, and by a sand-bar from the south. FOUl 

miles beyond is another sand-bar terminated by a 
small willow island, and forming a very considerable 
bend in the river towards the north. The sand of 
the hal' is light, intermixed with small pebbles and 
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some pit-coal. The river falls slowly, and, owing· 
either to the muddiness of its water, or the extreme 
heat of the weather, the men perspire profusely. We 
encamped on the south, having made twelve miles. 
The bird called whip-poor-will sat on the boat for 
some til1le. 

In the morning, July 7th, the rapidity of the 
water obliged us to draw the boat along with ropes. 
At six and three quarter mites we came to a sand
bar, at a point opposite a fine rich prairie on the 
north, called St. ~fichael's. The prairies of this 
neighbourhood have the appearance of distinct farms, 
divided by narrow ~trips of wQodland, which follow 
the borders of the sm!lU runs leading to the river. 
Above this, about a mile, is a cliff of yellow clay 
on the north. At four o'clock we passed a narrow 
part of the channel, where the water is cO,I16.ned 
within a bed of two hundred y~rds wid~, tqe cur
rent running directly against the south~rn bank 
with no sand on the north to confine it or break its 
force. We made fourteen miles, and halted on the 
north, after which we had a violent gust about 
seven o'clock. One of the hunters saw, in a pond to 
the north which we passed yesterday, a number of 
young swans. We saw a large rat, and killed a wolf. 
Another of our men had a stroke of the sun; he wall 
bled, and took a preparation of nitre which relieved 
him considerably. 

July 8. We set out early, and soon passed a small 
creek on the north, which we called Ordway'S 
creek, from our sergeant of that name, who had 
been sent on shore with the horses and went up it. 
On th~ same side are three sqlaU islandsr 0A~t of 
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which is the Littl~ N oda wa, and a large island 
called the Great Nodawa, extending more thaI) five 
miles, and containing seven or eight thousand acres 
of high good la]ld, rarely overflowed, awl one of 
the largest islands of the l\fissouri. It is separated 
from the northern shore by a small channel of from 
forty-five to eighty yards wide, up which we passed, 
and found near the western extr~rpity of the island 
the mouth of the river Nodawa. This river pursues 
nearly a southern course, is navigable for boats to 
some distance, and about seventy yards wide above 
the mouth, though not so wide immediately there, 
as the mud from the l\fissoqri contracts its channel. 
At twelve and a quarter miles we encamped on the 
north side, near the head of Nodawa island, aJ1(~ 

opposite a smaller one in the n,iddle of the river. 
Five of the men were this £lay sick w~th violent 
headaches. The river continues tp faU. 

July 9th. We passed the island opposite to whicl~ 
we last night encamped, and saw near the head of 
it a creek falling in from a pond 011 th~ ~lOrth, tQ 
which we gave the name of Pike pond, frQm the 
num bers of that animal which some of our party 
gaw from the shore. The wind changed at eight 
fmm N~E. to S.W~ and brought rain. At six miles 
we passed the mouth of Monter's creek on the south, 
md two miles above a few cabins, where one of our 
)arty had encamped with some Frenchmen about 
;wo years ago. Further on we passed an island on 
;he north, opposite some cliffs on the south side'. 
lear which Loup or Wolf river falJs into the Mis~ 
ouri. Th~s river is about sixty yard~ widel it heagj 
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near the same sourceS as the Kanzas, and is navi~ 
gable for boats, at some distance up. At fourteen 
milts we encamped on the south side. 

Tuesday 10th. 'Ve proceeded on by a prairie on 
the upper side of Wolf rjver, and at four miles passed 
a creek fifteen yards wide on the south, called Pape', 
creek, after a Spaniard of that name, who killed 
himself there. At six miles we dined on an island 
called by the French Isle de Salomon, or Solomon's 
island, opposite to which on the south is a beautiful 
plain covered with grass, intermixed with wild rye 
and a kipd of wild potatoe. After making ten miles
we stopped for the night 011 the northern side J 

opposite a cliff of yellow clay. The river has neither 
risen nor fallen to-day. On the north the low land 
is very extensive, and covered with vines; on the 
south the hills approach nearer the river, and back 
of them commence the plains. There are a great 
many goslins along the banks. 

Wednesday II tho After three miles sailing we 
came to a willow island on the north side, behind 
which enters a creek, called by the Indians Tarkio. 
Above this creek on the north the low lands are 
subjPct to overflow, and further back the under~ . 
growth of vines particularly is so abundant, that 
they can scarcely be passed. Three miles from the 
Tarkio we encamped on a large sand island on the 
north, immediately opposite the fiver Nemahaw. 

Thursday 12t~ We remained here to-day for the 
purpose of refreshing the party. and making lunar 
observations. The Nemaha w empties itself into the 
lUissouri from the south, and is eighty yards wide 
at the confluence, which is ill lat. 39° 555(;". Capt. 
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ascended it in the perioque about two mites 
to the mouth of a small creek on the lower side. On 
going ashore he found in the level plain several 
artificial mounds or graves, and on the adjoining 
hills others of a larger size. This appearance indi
cates sufficiently the former population of this 
country, the mounds being certainly intended as 
tombs; the Indians of the Missouri still presenring 
the custom of interring the dead on high ground. 
From the top of the highest mound a delightful 
prospect presented itself-the level and extensive 
meadows watered by the Nemahaw, and enlivened 
by the few trees and. shrubs skirting the borders of 
the river and its tributary streams-the lowland of 
the Missouri covered with undulating grass, nearly 
:five feet high, gradually rising into a second plain, 
where rich weeds and flowers are interspersed with 
copses of the Osage plum; further back are seen 
small groves of trees; an abundance of grapes; the 
wild cherry of the Missouri, resembling our own, 
but larger, and growing on a small bush; and the 
chokecherry, which we observed for the first time. 
Some of the grapes gathered to-day are nearly ripe. 
On the south of the Nemahaw, and about a quarter 
of a mile from its mouth, is a cliff of freestone, in 
which are various inscriptions and marks made by 
the Indians. The sand island where we are encampecl 
is covered with the two species of willow, broad and 
narrow leaf. . .. 

July 13th. 'We proceeded at sunrise with a fair 
wind from the south, and at two miles passed the 
mouth ofa small river on the north, called Big 
l''J..'fkio. A. channel from the bed Qf the I\lissomi 



S~ LF:WIS A7>lD CLARKEJS EXPEDITION 

once ran iilto this ril'er, and formed an island called 
8t. Joseph's; but the channel is now fined up, and 
the island is added to the northern shore. Further 
on to the south, is situated an extensive plain, covered 
with a grass resembling timothy in its general ap
pearance, except the seed, which is like flaxseed, 
and also a numbet of grape-'Vines. At twelve miles 
we passed an island 011 the north, above which is a 
large sand-bar covered with willows: and at twenty 
and a half miles stopped on a large sand-bar, in the 
middle Clfthe river, opposite a high handsome prairie, 
which extends to the hills four or five miles distant, 
though liear the b~nk the land is low, and subject 
to be overflowerl. This day was exceedingly fine 
and pleasant, a stortn of wind and rain from north
north-east last night ha'Ving cooled the air. 

Ju1y 14. We had some hard showers of rain be
fore seven o'clock, when we set out. We had just 
reached the end of the sand island, and seen the 
opposite banks falling in, and so lined with timber, 
that we could not approach it without danger, when 
a· sudden squaU, from the north-ea;t, struck the 
boat on the starboard quarter, and would have cer
tainly dashed her to pieces on the sand island. if the 
party had not leaped into the river, and with the 
aid of the anchor and cable kept her off: the wave; 
dashing over her for the space of forty minutes; 
after whidl, the river became almost instantaneously 
calm and smooth. The two periogues were ahead~ 
in a situation nearly similar, hut forttmately 110 

damage was done to the boats or the loading. The 
wind having shifted to the south-east, we came, at 
the distance of two miles, to an island on the nortrl/ 
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where we dined. One mile above, on the same side 
of the river, is a small factory, where a merchant 
of St. Louis traded with the Ottoes and Pawnees two 
years ago. Near this is an extensive lowland, part. 
of which is overflowed occasionally; the rest is rich 
and well timbered. The wind again changed to 
north-west by north. At seven and a half miles we 
reached the lower point of a large island, on the 
north side. A small distance above this point, is a 
river, called by the l"Iaha Indians Nishnahbatona. 
This is a considerable creek, nearly as large as the 
Mine river, and rUllS parallel to the Missouri the 
greater part of its course, being fifty yards wide at 
the mouth. In the prairies or glades, 'we saw wild 
timothy, lambsquarter, cuckleberries; amI on the 
edges ef the river, summer-gt"apes. plums, and 
g-ooseberries. We also saw to-day. for the first time. 
some elk, at which some of the party shot, but at 
too great a distance. We encamped on the north 
side of the island. a little above Nishnahbatona, 
having made uille miles. The river feU a little. 

July-I5. A thick fog prevented our leaving th" 
encampment before seven. At about four miles we 
reached the extremity of the large island, and cross
ing to the south, at the distance of seven miles. 
arrived at the Little Nemaha, a small river from 
the south, forty yards wide a little above its mouth, 
but contracting, as do almost aU the waters empty
ing into the Missouri, at its confluence. At nine 
and three quarter miles we encamped 011 a w'oody 
point, 011 the south. Along the southern bank is a 
rich lowland, covered with peavine and rich weeds. 
aDd watered by small streams rising in the adjoin-
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ing prairies. They too, are rich, and though with 
abundance of grass, have no timber except what 
grows near the water: interspersed through both 
are grape-vines, plums of two kinds, two species of 
wild cherries, hazlennts, and gooseberries. On the 
south there is one unbroken plain; on the north the 
rivr is skirted with some timber, behind which. the 

plain extends four or five miles to the hills, which 
5eem to have little wood. 

July 16. 'Ve continued our route between a large 
island opposite to our last night's encampment, and 
an extensive prairie on the south. About six miles 
we came to another large island, called Fairsun 
island, on the same side; above which is a spot, 
where about twenty acres of the hill have fallen into 
the river. Near this is a cliff of sandstone for two 
miles, which is much frequented by birds. At this 
place the river is about one mile wide, but not deep; 
as the timber, or sawyers, may be seen, scattered 
across the whole of its bottom. At twenty milts 
(listance we saw, on the south, an islaml called by 
the French I'Isle Chance, or Bald island, opposite 
to a large prairie, which 'we called Baldpated 
prairie, from a ridge of naked hills which bound itl 

running parallel with the river as far as we cou1<l 
"ee, and from three to six mUes distance. To the 
louth the hills touch the river. We encamped a 
quarter of a mile beyond this, in a point of woods 
on the north 5ide. The river continues to fall. u..:,.' , 

Tuesday. July 17. 'Ve remained here this day, ill 
order to make observations andcorrect the chrono
meter, which ran down on Sunday. The latitmle 
we found to be 40° 27' 5,4". The observation of 
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the time proved our chronometer too slow, by 6' 
51.6". The highlands bear from our camp, north 
25° west, up the river. Captain Lewis rode up the 
country, and saw the Nishnahbatona, about ten or 
twelve miles from its mouth, at a place not more 
than three hundred yards from the l\fissouri, and a 
little above our camp. It then passes Bear the foot 
of the Baldhills, and is at least six feet below the 
level of the l\1issouri. On its banks are the oak. 
walnut, and mulberry. The common current of the 
Missouri, taken with the log, is 50 fathoms ill 40", 
at some places, and even 20". 

'Vednesday, July 18. The morning was fair, and 
a gentle wind from south-east by south, carried us 
along between the prairie on the north and Balei 
island to the south: opposite the middle of which, 
the Nishnahbatona approaches the nearest to the 
Missouri. The current here ran 50 fathoms in 41". 
At thirteen and a half miles we reached an island 
on the north, near to which the banks overflow; 
while on the south, the hills project over the rinr 
amI form high cliffs. At one point a part of the cl.iff, 
nearly three quarters of a mile in length, and about 
two hundred feet in heig·ht, has fallen into the 
river. It is composed chiefly of sandstone intermixed 
with an iron ore of bad quality; near the bottom is 
a soft slatestone with pebbles. 'Ve passed several 
bad saml-bars in the course of the day, and made 
eighteen miles, and encamped on the south, opposite 
~o the lower point of the Oven islands. The country 
aronnd is generally divided into prairies, with little 
t.imber, except on low points, islands, and near 
HeelIs1 and that consisting of cottonwood, mul-
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berry, elm, amI sycamore. The river falls fast. An 
Indian dog came to the bank; he appeared to have 
been lost and was nearly starved: we gave him 
iQme food, but he would not follow us. 

Thursday, July 19. The Oven islands are small, 
and two in number; one near the south shore, the 
other in the middle of the river. Opposite to them 
is the prairie, called Terriea!s Oven, from a trader 
of that name. At four and a half miles we reached 
some high cliffs of a yellow earth, on the south, 
near which are two beautiful runs of water, rising 
in the adjacent prairies, and one of them with a 
deer-lick, about two hundred yards from its mouth. 
In this neighbourhood we observed some iron ore in 
the bank. At two and a half miles above the runs, 
a large portion of the hill, for nearly three quarters 
of a mile, has fallen into the river. We encamped 
on the western extremity of an island, in the middle 
of the river, having made ten and three quarter 
miles. The river falls a little. The sandbars which 
we passed to-day are more numerous, and the roll
ing sands more frequent and dangerous than any 
we have seen; these obstacles increasing as we ap.., 
proach the river Platte. The Missouri here is wider 
also than below, where the timber on the banks 
1'esists the current; while here the prairies which 
approach, are more easily washed and undermined, 
The hunters have brought, for the last few days, no 
quadruped but deer: great quantities of young geese 
are seen to-day: one of them brought calamus, which 
he had gathered opposite our encampment, and a 
large quantity of sweet-flag. 

Friday, July 20. There was a heavy dew last 
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night, md this morning was foggy and cool. We 
passed at about three miles (tistance, a. small willow 
island to the north, and a creek on tIle south, about 
twenty-five yards wide, called by the 'French, l'Eau 
qui Pleure, or the Weeping Water, and emptying 
itself just above a cliff of brown clay. Thence we 
made two and a half miles to another island; three 
miles further to a third: six miles beyond which is 
a fourth island, at the head of which we encamped 
on the southern shore; in all eighteen miles. The 
party, who walked, on the shore to-day, found the 
plains to the south rich, but much IJarched with 
frequen.t fires, and with no timber, except the scat
tering trees about the sources of the runs, which are 
numerous and fine. On the north is a similar prairie 
eountry. The river continues to fall. A large yellow 
wolf was this day killed. For a month past the 
party have been troubled with biles, and occasionally 
with the dysentery. These biles were large tumours 
which broke out under the arms, on the legs, and, 
generally, in the parts most exposed to action, which 
sometimes became too painful to permit the men to 
work. After remaining some days, they disappearecl 
witheut any assistance, except a poultice of the bark 
of the elm, or of Indian meal. This disorder, which 
we ascribe to the muddiness of the river water, has 
not affected the general health of the party, which 
iaquite as good, if not better, than that of the same 
nqmber of men in any other situation. 

Saturday, July 21. We had a breeze from the 
l!6t1th;..east, by the aid of which we passed, at about' 
ten miles, a willow island 011 the south, near high 

VQ-L. I. I 
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lands, covered with timber at the bank. and formed 
of limestone with cemented shells: on the opposite. 
side is a bad sand-bar, and the land near it is cut 
through, at high water, by small channels, forming 
a number of islands. The wind lulled at seven 
o'clock, anli we reached, in the rain, the mouth of 
the great river Platte. at the distance of fourteen 
miles. The highlands, which had accompanied UI 

on the south, for the last eight or ten miles, stopped 
at about three quarters of a mile from the entrance 
of the Platte. Captains Lewis and Clarke ascended 
the river in a periogue, for about one mile, and 
found the current very rapid, rolling over sands, 
and divided into a number of channels, none of 
W11ich are deeper than five or six feet. One of our 
Frenchmen, who spent two winters on it. says that· 
it spreads much more at some distance from the 
mouth; that its depth is generally not more than 
five or six feet; that there are many small islands 
scattered through it; and, that from its rapidity ant! 
the quantity of its sand, it cannot be navigated by 
boats or periogues. though the Indians pass it in 
small flat canoes made of hides! that the Saline or 
SaIt river, which in some seasons is too brackish to 
be drank, falls into it from the south, about thirty 
miles up; and a little above it Elkhofll river front 
the north, runni~g nearly parallel with the Missouri. 
The river is, in fact, much more rapid than the 
Missouri, the bed o[ which it fills with moving 
Ilands, al~d drives the current on the northern shore, 
O~l which it is constantly encroaching. At its june ... 
tlOn the Platte is about six hundred yards wide~ 
and the ~ame number of miles from the Mjss~ssippi! 
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With much difficulty we worked rount! the sand
bars near the mouth, and came to above the point, 
baving made fifteen miles. A number of wolves 
were seen and heard around us in the evening. 

July 22. The next morning we set sail, and hav .... 
ing found, at the distance of ten miles from the 
Platte, a high and shaded situation on the north, we 
encamped there, intenoing to make the requisite 
observations, and to send for the neighbouring tribes, 
for the purpose of making known the recent'change 
in the government, and the wish of the United 
States to cultivate their friendship. 

CHAP. n. 
Some account of the Pawnee Indians-Council held with the Otto arii! 1\Ii,

sOUlilndians-Council held with another party of the Ottoes-Th'ath of 
sergeant Floyd-The party encamp near the month of Whilestlme river
The character of the Missouri, with the rivers that I'llter it-The surround
ing country-"-The \'atious islands; bays; cree~, &c. given in the tour.e of 
the expedition. 

OUR camp is by observation in latitude 41 0 3' 11", 
Immediately behind it is a plain about five miles 
wide, one half covered with wood, the other dry and 
elevated. The low grounds on the south, nea>r the 
junction of the two rivers, are rich, but suhject to 
be overflowed. Farther up the banks are higher, 
and opposite our camp the first hills approach the 
river, and are covered with timber, such as oak, 
'Walnut, and elm. The intermediate country ig 
watered by the Papillon, or Butterfly creek, of 
about eighteen yards wide, and three miles from 
the Platte; on the north are hi~h open plains and 
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prairies, and at nine miles from the Platte, the Mos
cheto creek, and two or three small willow islallds. 
We stayed here several days, during ,,'hich we dried 
our provisions, made new oars, and prepared .our 
despatches and maps of the country we tlad pa~sed, 
for the president (i)f the United States, to whom we 
intend to send them by a periogue from this place. 
The hunters have found game scaTce in this neigh
bourhood; they have seen deer, turkeys, andgrollse: 
we have also an abundance of ripe grapes, and. one 
of our men caught a white cat~fish, the eyes ofwhi.,11 
were small, amI its tail resembling that of a dolpbill. 
The present season is that in which the Indians go 
out into the prairies to hUllt the buff aloe ; but as we 
discovered some hunter's tracks, and observed the 
plains on fire in the direction of their villages, we 
hoped that they might have returned to gather tbe 
green Indian corn, anti therefore despatched two 
men to the Ottoes or Pawnee villages with a present 
of tobacco, and an invitation to the chiefs t9 visit 
us. They returned after two days absence. Their 
first course was through an open prairie to the s@uth, 
in which they crossed Butterfly creek. They then 
reached a small beautiful river, called Came de Ceri, 
6r Elkhorn river, about one l~uDllr-ed ya)f(ls wide, 
with clear water and a grav.eUy channel. It empties 
a little below the Ottoe village into the Platte, 
which they crossed, and arrived at the town ~b~t 
forty-five miles from our camp. They feuu.d no 
Indians there, though theysaw80me fresh tracks 
of a small party. The Ottoes were onoe a powerful 
nation, and lived about twenty miles above the 
Platte, on the southerll bank of the ~liE50uri. Being 
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reduced, -they migrated to the neighbourhood of the 
&iwnee-s, under whose protectioll they now live. 
Their 'Village is on the south side of the Platte, 
ooout t>hility miles from its mouth; and their number 
is two hundred men, iDCluding about thirty families 
of'Missoulli Indians, who are incorporated with them. 
Five leagues above them, on the same side of the 
river, resides .the nation of Pawnees. This people 
were among the most numerous of the l\1:issouri 
IRdians, but have gradually been dispersed and 
broken, and even since the year 1797, have under
gone some sensible changes. They now consist of 
four bands; the first is the one just mentioned, of 
about five hundred men, to whom of late years have 
been added the second band, wh:> are called repub
lican Pawnees, from their having lived on the re
publican branch of the river Kanzas, whence they 
:emigrated to join the principal band of Pawnees: 
the republican Pawnees amount to nearly two hun
dred .and fifty men. The third are the Pawnees 
Loups, or Wolf Pawnees, who reside on the Wolf 
rork of the Platte, about ninety miles from the prin
cipal Pawnees, and number two hundred and eighty 
men. The fourth band originally resided on the 
Kanzas and Arkansaw, but in their wars with the 
Osages "they were so often defeated, that they at 
la~t retired to their present position on the Red 
river. where they form a tribe of four hundred men. 
All these tribes live, in villages. and raise corn; but 
during the intervals of culture rove in the plains in 
quest of buffaloe. 

Beyond them on the river. and westward of the 
Black mou:lltains~ are the Kanillaviesch, consisting 
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of about four hundred men. They are supposed to 
have emigrated originally from the Pawnees nation; 
but they have degenerated from the impravements 
of the parent tribe, and no longer live in villages, 
but rove through the plains. 

Still further to the westward are several tribes. 
who w~~der and hunt 011 the sources of the riYer 
Platte, and thence to Rock Mountain. These tribes, 
of which little more is known than the names and 
the population, are first, the Staitan; or Kite Indians, 
a small tribe of one hundred men. They have ac
quired the name of Kites, froni their' fJying; that 
is, their being always on horseback; and the small
ness of their numbers is to be attributed to their 
extreme ferocity; they are the most warlike of all 
lhe western Iudians; they never yielcl in battle; 
they never spare their enemies; and the retaliation 
of this barbarity has almost extinguished the nation. 
Then come the Wetapahato and Kiawa .tribes, as~o
ciated together, and amounting to two hundred 
men; the Castahana, of three hundred men, to 
which are to be adaed the ~ataka, of se~enty-five 
men, and the Dotami. These wandering tribes are 
conjectured to be the remnants of the Great Padouea 
nation, who occupied the country between the Uppel 
parts of the river Platte and the river Kanzas. They 
were visited by Bourgemollt in 1724, and then lived 
on the Kanzas river. The seats, whicb he describeS 
as t.heir residence, are now ~c<;upied by the Kanzas 
natIOn; and of the Padoucas. there does not now 
exist even the name. 

July 27: Ha~ing completed the object of our stay, 
we set sail. With a pleaiant breeze frQDl the N. W, 
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The two horses swam over to the southern sllOre, 
along which we went, passing by an island, at three 
and a half miles, formed by a pond fed by springs: 
three miles further is a large sand-island, in the 
middle of the river; the land on the south being 
high, and covered with timber; that on the north, a 
high prairie. At ten and a half miles from our 
encampment, we saw and examined a curious collec
tion of gnn<s or mounds, on the south side of the 
river. Not far from a low piece ofland and a pond, 
is a tract of about two hundred acres in circum
ference, whi.h is ('overed wii.h mounds of different 
heights, sh(;p:~s and sizes: some of sand, and some of 
both earth an41 sand; the largest being nearest the 
river. Th~. !1lOunds indicate the position of the 
ancient villAge of the Ottoes, before they retired to 
the protection of the Pawnees. After making fifteen 
miles, we encamped on the south, on the bank of a. 
high handsome prairie, with lofty cottonwood in 
groves, near the river. 

July 28. At one mile this morning we reached a 
bluff on the north, being the first highlands, which 
approach the river on that side, since we left the 
Nadawa. Above this is an island and a creek, about 
fifteen yards wide, which, as it has no name, we 
calle(l Indian Knob cree1" from a number of rouml 
knobs bare of timber, on the highlands, to the north. 
A little below the bluff, on the north, is the spot 
where the Ayauway Indians formerly lived. They 
were a branch of the Ottoes, and emigrated from 
this place to the river Desmoines. At ten and 
three quarter miles we encamped on the north, 
ppppsite an ~slaD(l in the mi<lcUe of the river. The 
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land, generally, on the north" consists of high prairit 
and hills, with timber: on the south~ low and covered 
'with cottonwood. Our hunter brought to us in ih~ 
evening a ]Uissouri Indian, whom he had found, 
with two others, dressing au elk; they were per
fectly friendly, gave him some of the meat, amt om 
of them agreed to accompany him to the boa,t. He 
is one of the few remaining l\1issouris who live with 
the Ottoes: he belongs to a small party, whose camp 

is four miles from the river; and he says, that the 
body of the nation is now hunting buffaloe in the 
plains: he appeared quite sprightly. and his lan
guage resembled that of the Osage, particularly in 
nis calling a chief. inca. We sent him back with 
clle of our party next morning, 

Sunday, July 29, with an invitation to the IU"1 
dians to meet us above on the river, and then pTO .. 
ceeded. '" e ~{)on came to a northern bc~d in the 
river, which rllllS within twenty yards of Indian 
Knob creek, the water of which is five feet highe., 
than that of the Missouri. In less than two mHe$ 
we passed Boyer's creek on the nonh, of twenty.,. 
five yards width. We stopped to dille under a shade~ 
near the highland on the south, and caught several 
large cat-fish, one of them nearly white, and all 
very fat. Above this highland we observed the 
traces of a great hurricane, which passed the river 
obliquely from N. W. to S. E. and tore up large 
trees, some of which perfectly sound, and four feet 
in diameter, were snapped off near the ground. We 
made ten miles to a wood on the ])ol'th, where we 
encamped. The l\Iissouri is much more crooked 
Ilin<:e we passed the river Platte, though

J 
generally 

I 
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speaking, not so rapid; more of prairie, with less 
timber, and cottonwood in the low grounds, and 
oak, black walnut, hiccory and elm. 

July 30. We went early in the morning three 
and a quarter miles, and encamped on the south, ill 
order to wait for the Ottoes. The land here consist!} 
of a plain, above the high-water level, the soil of 
which is fertile, and covered with a grass from five 
to eight feet high, interspersed with copses of large 
plums, and a currant, like those of the United 
States. It a18~ furnishes two species of honey-suckle; 
oue growing to a kind of shrub, common about 
Harrodsburgh, (Kentucky) the other is not so high: 
the flowers grow in clusters, are short, and of a 
light pink colour; the leaves too are distinct, and 
do not surround the stalk as do those of the common 
honeysuckle of the United States. Back of this 
plain is a woody ridge about seventy feet aboye it. 
at the edge of which we formed our camp. This 
ridge separates the lower from a higher prairie, or 
a good quality, with grass of ten or twelve inches 
in height, and extending back about a mile to 
another elevation of eighty or ninety feet, beyond 
which is one continued plain. Near our camp we 
enjoy from the bluffs a most beautiful view of the 
river and the adjoining country. At a distance, 
varying from four to ten miles. and of a height be
tween seventy and three hundred feet, two parallel 
ranges of highland affords a passage to the Mis
)louri, which enriches the low grounds between 
them. In its winding course it nourishes the willow 
islands, the scattered cottonwood, elm. eycamorep 

VOL. I. K 
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lynn and ash, amI the groves are interspersed witb 
hiccory, walnut, coffeenut and oak. 

July 31. The meridian altitude of this day macle 
the latitude of our camp 41 0 18' 1.4". The hullters 
supplied us with deer, turkeys, geese, and beaver; 
one of the last was caught alive, and in a very shorf 
time was perfectly tamed. Cat-fish- are very abun
dant in the river, and we have also seen a buffaloe
fish. One of our men brought in yesterday an 
animal, called by the Pawnees chocartoosh, and by 
the French blaireau, or badger. The evening is 
cool, yet the moschetoes are still very troublesome. 

We waited with much anxiety the return of our 
messenger to the Ottoes. The men whom we de
spatched to our last encampment, returned without 
having seen any appearance of its having been 
visited. Our horses too had strayed; but we were 
so fortunate as to recover them at the distance of 
twelve miles. Our apprehensions were at length. 
relieved by the arrival of a party of about fourteen 
Ottoe and Missouri Indians, who came at sunset, on 
the 2d of August, accompanied by a Frenchman, 
who resicled among them, and interpreted for us. 
Captains Lewis and Clarke went out tiJ meet them, 
and told them that we would hold a council in the 
morning. In the mean time we sent them some 
roasted meat, pork, flour, and meal; ill return for 
which they made us a present of water-melons. We 
learned that our man Liberte had set out from their 
camp a day before them: we were in hopes that he 
had fatigued his horse, or lost himself in the woods, 
and would soon return, but we never saw him again. 

August 3. The next morning the IndianS) with 
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their six chiefs, were all assembled under an awning, 
formed with the mainsail, in presence of all our 
party, paraded for the occasion. A speech was then 
made, annoullcing to them the change ill the go
vernment, our promises of protection, and advice as 
to their future conduct. All the six chiefs replie{l 

. to our speecb, each in his turn, accordillg to rank: 
they expressed their joy at the change in the go
vernment; their hopes that we would recomIT)end 
them to their great father. (the president,) that 
they might obtain trade and necessaries; they 
wanted arms as well for hunting as for defence, 
and asked our mediation between them and the 
Mahas~ with whom they are now at war. vYe 
promised to do so, and wished some of them to ac
company us to that nation. which they declined, 
for fear of being killed by them. We then proceeded 
to distribute our presents. The grand chief of the 
nation not being of the party, we sent him a flag, 
a medal. and some ornaments for clothing. To the 
six chiefs who were present, we gave a medal of the 
second grade to one Ottoe chief, and one Missouri 
chief: a medal of the third grade to two inferior 
chiefs of each natioll : the customary mode of recog~ 
ni~ing a chief, being to place a medal round his 
neck, which is considered among his tribe as a proof 
of his consideration abroad. Each of these medals 
was accompanied by a present of paint, galten:. 
and cloth ornaments of dress; and to this we added 
a cannister of powder, a bottle of whiskey, and a 
few presents to the whole, which appeared to maka 
them perfectly satisfied. The air-gun too was fift'd. 
and aston~shed them greatly. The absent gral:d· 
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chief was an Ottoe, named vWeahrushhah, which, in 
English, degenerates into Little Thief. The two 
principal chieftains present were, Shongotongo, or 
Big Horse; and Wethea, or Hospitality; also Shos,. 
guscan, or White Horse, an Ottoe; the first an Otto~ 
the second a Missouri. The incidents just related, 
induced us to give to this place the name of the 
Council-bluff; the situation of it is exceedingly 
favourable for a fort and trading factory, as the soil 
IS well calculated for bricks, an~ there is an abun
dance of wood in the neighhourhood, and the air 
being pure and healthy. It is also centralto the 
chief resorts of the Indians: one day's' journey to 
the Ottoes; one and a half to the great Pawnees; 
two days from the IVlahas; two and a quartet from 
the Pawnees Loups village; convenient to the hunt':" 
ing grounds of the Sioux; and twenty-five day~ 
journey to Santa Fee. ' 

The ceremonies of the council being co,ncluded~ 
we set sail in the afternoon, and encamped at the 
distance of five miles, on the south side, where we 
found the moschetoes very troublesome. 

August 4. A violent wind, accompanied by raiu
l 

purified and c()~ tJ.1e atmosphere last night; we 
proceeded earJy,::'and reached a very narrow part of 
the river, wheF~ the channel is confined within a 
space of two~hundred yards, by a sand p~int on the 
north, and a bend on the south; the banks in thf; 
neighbourhood washing away, the trees falling in, 
and the channel filled with buried logs. Above this 
is a trading-house on the south, where one of our 
:party ~assed two years, trading with the Mabas. At 
Jlearly four miles is a creek on the s!luth

l 
emptying 

4' ...... 
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'opposite a large island .of sand; between this creek 
and .our last night's encampment, the river has 
changed its bed, and encr.oached on the s.outhern 
sh.ore. Ab.out two miles further is another creek .on 
the south, which, like the f.ormer, is the .outlet .of 
three ponds, c.ommunicating with each other, and 
forming a small lake, which is fed by streams fr.om 
the highlands. At fifteen miles, we encamped on 
the s.outh. The hills on b.oth sides .of the river are 
nearly twelve.or fifteen miles fr.om each other; th.ose 
of the n.orth c.ontaining s.ome timber, while the hills 
of the south are with.out any c.overing, except s.ome 
scattering w.o.ods in the ravines, and near where the 
creeks pass int.o the hills; rich plains and prairies 
occ~pying the intermediate space, and partially 
covered, near the water, with c.ott.onwo.od. There 
has been a great deal of pumice-stone on the sh.ore 
~o-day. 

August 5th. We set out early, and, by means of 
our .oars, made twenty and a half miles, th.ough the 
,river was crowded with sand-bars. On both sidei 
the prairies extend along the river; the banks be
ing covered with great quantities of grapes, of 
which three different species a_rfP~ow ripe; one large 
and resembling the purple' gra·pe. ~ We had some 
rain this morning, attended by high wind; but ge
nerally speaking, have remarked ,~hat thunder
storms are less frequent thim in the Atlantic states 
at this season. Snakes tou are less frequent, though 
we killed one to-day of the shape and size of the 
rtatle-snake,but of a lighter colour. We fixed our 
camp .ou the n.orth side. II~ the evening, captain 
Clarke, ,in pur~uing some game ~n a~ eastern din~c,:" 
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tion, found himself, at the distance of three hundred 
anel seventy yards from the camp, at a point of the 
river whence we had corne twelve miles. When the 
water is high, this peninsula is overflowed; and, 
judging from the customary and notorious changes 
in the river, a few years will be sufficient to forc~ 
the main current of the river across, and leave the 
great bend dry. The whole lowland between the 
parallel range of hills seems formed of mud or ooze 
of the river, at some former· period, mixed with sand 
and clay. The~and of the neighbouring banks 
accumulates with the aid of that brought down the 
stream, and forms sand-bars, projecting into the 
river; these drive the channel to the opposite bauks, 
the loose texture of which it undermines, an~ at 
length deserts its ancient bed for a new and shorter 
passage; it is thus that the banks of the 1\iissouri 
are constantly JaIling, and the river changing 
its bed. 

August 6. In the morning, after a violent storm 
of wind and rain from N. 'V., we passed a large 
island to the north. In the channel separating it 
from the shore, a creek called Soldier's river enters; 
the island kept it from our view, but one of our men 
who had seen it, represents it as about forty yards 
wide at its mouth. At five miles we came to a bend 
of the river towards the north; a sand-bar, running 
in from the south, had turned its course so as to 
leave the old channel quite dry. We again saw 
the same appearance at our encampment, twenty 
and a half miles distant all the north side. Here 
the channel of the river had encroache(l south. 
and the old bed was without water, ex,cept a few 
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ponds. The sand-bars are still very numeroug. 
August 7. We had another storm from the N.\V. 

in the course of the last' evening: ill the morning 
we proceeded, having the wind from the north, and 
encamped 011 the northern shore, having rowed 
seventeen miles. The river 1s here encumbered 
with sand-hars, but no i~lallds, except two small 
ones, called Detachment islands, and formed on the 
south side by a small stream. 

We despatched four men back to the Ottoes vil
lage in quest of our man Liberte, and to apprehend 
one of the soldiers, who left us on the 4th, under 
pretence of recovering a knife which he had dropped 
a short distance behind, and who we fear has de
serted. We also sent small presents to the Ottoe; 
and Missouris, amI requested that they would join 
us at the Maha village, where a peace might be 
concluded between them. 

August 8. At two miles distance this morning we 
came to a part of the river where there was con
cealed timber dimeu It to pass. The wind was from 
the N.W-., amI we proceedetl in safety. At six miles 
a river empties on the northern side. called by the 
Sioux Indians Eaneahwadepon. or Stone river; 
aud by the French, Petite Riviere des Sioux, or 
Little Sioux river. At its confluence it is eighty 
yards wide. Our interpreter, Mr. Durion, who has 
been to the sources of it, and knows the adjoining 
country, says that it rises within about nine miles 
of the river Desmoines; that within fifteen leagues 
of that river it passes through a large lake nearly 
sixty miles in circumference, and divided into two 
parts by rocks l which approach each other very 
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closely: its width is various: it contains many islands, 
and is known by the name of the Lac d'Esprit: it 
is near the Dog-plains, and within four days march 
of the Mahas. The country watered by it is open 
and undulating, and may be visited in boats up the 
river for some distance. The Desmoines, he adds, is 
about eighty yards wide where the Little Sioux river 
approaches it: i.t is shoaly, and one of its principal 
branches is called Cat river. Two milei beyond this 
river is a long island, which we called Pelican island, 
from the numbers of that animal which were feed .. 
ing on it: one of these being killed, we poured into 
his bag five gallons of water. An elk too was shot, 
and we had again to remark, that snakes are rare 
in this part of the Missouri. A meridian altitude~ 
near the Little Sioux river, made the latitude 410 42' 
34" • We encamped on the north, having come six ... 
teen miles. 

August 9, A thick fog detained us till past seven 
o'clock, after which we proceeded with a gentle 
breeze from the south-east. After passing two sand:' 
bars we reached, at seven and a half miles, a 
point of highland on the left, Ilear which the river 
bas forced itself a channel across a pel1insula, leav
ing on the right a circuit of twelve or eighteen 
miles, which is now recognised by the potids and 
islands it contains. At seventeen and a half miles 
we reached a point on the north, where we en" 
Gamped. The hills are at a great distance from thtt 
river for the last several days; the land on both 
sides low, and covered with cottonwood and abun
(lance of grape-vines. An elk was seen to-day, a 
turk.ey also shot, and near our camp is a beaver-den: 
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the mqschetoes have been more troublesome than 
ever for the two last days. ' 

August 10. At two and a half miles we came to 
a place, called Coupee a Jacques, where the river 
has found a new bed, and abridged a circuit of 
several miles: at twelve and a half miles a cliff of 
yellow stone on the left. This is the first highland 
near the ri-ver above the Council-bluff. After pas
sing a number of sand-bars we reached a willow 
island at the distance of twellty-two and a half 
miles, which we were enabled to do with our oars 
and a wind from the S. W., and encamped on the 
north side. 

August II. After a violent wind from the N. 'V. 
attended with rain, we sailed along the right of the 
island. At nearly five miles we halted on the south 
side, for the purpose of examining a spot where one 
of the great chiefs of the l\Iahas. named Blackbird, 
who· died about four years ago of the smallpox, was _ 
buried. A hill of yellow soft sanel-stone rises flom 
the river in bluffs of various heights, till it ends ill 
a knoll about three hundred feet above the water; 
on the top of this a mound, of twelve feet diameter 
at the base, and six feet high, is raised over the 
body of the deceased king; a pole of about eight 
feet high is fixed'in the centre, on which we placed 
a white flag, bordered with red, blue, and white. 
The Blackbird seems to have been a personage of 
great consideration: forever since his death he is 
-supplied with provisions, from time to time, by the 

. ,uperstitious regard of the Mahas. We descended 
to the river, and 'passed a small creek on the south, 

VOL. I. 
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called by the Mahas, Waucandipeeche, (Great 
Spirit is bad.) Near thi~ creek and the adjoining 
hills, the ~tahas had a village, and lost four hundred 
of theit nation, by the dreadful malady which de
stroved the Blackbird. The meridian altitude made 
the ·latitude 42° I' 3.8" north. We encamped, a~ 
seventeen miles distance, on the north side, in a bend 
of the river. During our day's course it has been 
crooked; we observed a number of places in it where 
the old channel is filled up, or gradually becoming 
covererl with willow and cottonwood; great num
bers of herons are observed to ... day, and the mos
chetoes annoy us very much. 

August 12. A gentle breeze from the sout~ car
ried uS along' about ten miles, when we stopped to 
take a meridian altitude, and sent a man across to 
our place of observation yesterday: he stepped nine 
hundted and seventy-four yards, and the distance 
we 'had come round was eighteen miles and three 
quarters. The river is wider and shallower than 
usual. Four miles beyond this bend a bluff begins, 
and continues several miles; on the south it rises 
from the water at different heights, from twenty to 
one hundred and fifty feet, and higher as it recedes 
on the river: it consists of yellow and brown clay, 
with soft sand-stone imbeded in it, and is covered 
with timber, among which may be observed some 
red cedar: the lands on the opposite side are 10W~
and subject to inundation, but contain,willows, cot
tonwood, and many grapes. A prairie-wolf came 
near the bank, and barked at us; we attempted un
lIuccessfully to take him. This part of the river 
abounds in beaver. We encamped on a sand-island 
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• 
in a bend to the north, havillg made twenty miles 
and a quarter. 

August 13. Set out at daylight with a breeze 
from the south-east, and passed several sand-bars. 
Between ten and eleven miles we came to a spot olJ, 
the south, where a Mr. JHackay had a trading esta
blishment in the year 1795 and 1796, which he 
called Fort Charles. At fourteen miles we reache<l 

. a cr~ek on the south, pn which the Mahas reside. 
and at seventeen miles and a quarter formed a camp 
on a sand-bar, to the south side of the river, oppo
site the lower point of a large island. From thi~ 
place sergeant Ordway and four men were detached 
to the Maha village, with a flag and ~ present, in 
order to induce them to come and hold a cpuncil 
with us. They returned at twelve o'clock the next 
day, August 14. After crossipg a prairie, coVered 
with high grass, they reached the Maha creek, 
along which. they proceeded to its three fQrks~ W1lich 
join near the village: they cros~eq the north !Jr~n~h~ 
and wept alqng the south; the walk was very fa
tiguing, as they were forced to break their way 
through grass, sunflowers and thistles, all above ten 
fl'!et high, and interspersed with wild pea. Five 

. ~iles from our camp, they reached the position of 
~pe :;t.Jlc~ent Maha village; it had Once (!onsisted of 
three hl-lndred ~abinsJ but was burned about four 
years ago, soon after the smal1pox had destroyed 
f~ur hundred men, an,d a proportion of women and 
children. On a hill, in the ~ear of the village, are 
-the graves of the nation; to the south of which rUllS! 
the fork of the Maha creek: thi$ they crossed where 
it was abQut teH yarqs wide, and followed its cours~ 
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to the l\iissouri, passing along a ridge of hill for 
one an:l a half mile, and a long ponel between that 
and the Missouri: they then recrossed the Maha 
creek, and arrived at the camp, having seen Jio 
tracks of Indians, nor any sign of recent cultivation. 

In the morning, 15th, some men were sent to 
examine the cause of a large smoke frotn the north
east, and which seemed to indicate that some In
dians were near; but they found that a small party, 
who had lately passed that way, had left some treeg 
burning, and that the wind from that quaher blew 
the smoke directly towards us. Our camp lies about 
three miles north-east from the old l\laha village" 
and is in latitude 42° 13' 4l". The accounts we 
l1ave had of the effects of the smallpox on that na
tion are most distressing; it is not known in what 
way it wall first communicated to them, though pro~ 
bably by some war party. They had been a mili
tary and powerful peop'Ie; but when these warriors 
saw their strength wasting before a malady which 
they could not resist, their phrensy was extreme; 
they hurned their village, and many ofth'em put 
to death their wives and children, to save them 
from so cruel an affliction, and that all rrtight go 
together to some better country. 

On the 16th we still waited for the Indians. A 
party had gone out yesterday to the Maha creek, 
which was darned up by the beaver befween the 
camp and. the village: a second went to-day. They 
made a kmd of drag with small willows and bark, 
and ~wept the creek: the first company brought 
t!nee hundred and eighteen, the second upwards of 
elght hundred, consisting of pike~ bass~ fish ie~em .. 
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bling salmon, trout, redhorsE', buffaloe, on'e rock
fish, one flatback, perch, cat-fish, a small species of 
perch, called, on the Ohio, silver-fish, a shrimp of, 
the same size, shape and flavour of those about 
New Orleans and the lower part of the Mississippi. 
We also found very fat mmcles; and on the river. 
as well as the creek. are different kinds of ducks 
and plover. The wind. which in the morning had 
been from the north-west, shifted round in the even
ing to the south-east. and as usual we had a breeze, 
which cooled the air, and relieved us from the mos
clietoes, who geilcrally give us great trouble. 

Friday 17 . The wind continued from the south
east, and the morning was fair. 'Ve observe about 
us a grass resembling wheat, except that the grain 
is like rye, also some similar to both rye and barley, 
and a Idnd of timothy, the seed of which branches 
from the main-stock, and is more like a flax-seed 
thaI1 a timothy. In the evening one of the party 
sent to the Ottoes returned, with the information 
that the rest were coming on with the deserter: 
they had also caught Liberte, but, by a trick, he 
made his escape; they were bringing three of the 
ehiefs, in order to engage our assistance in mak ing 
peace with the l\;Iahas. This nation having left 
their village, that desirable purpose cannot be 
effected; but in order to bring in any neighbouring 
tribes, we set the surrounding prairies on fire. This 
is the custo'mary signal made by traders, to apprize 
the Indians of their arrival: it is ,1lso used between 
different nations, as an indication of any event which 
they haye previously agreed to announce in that 
way; and as soon as it is seen collects the neigh-
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houring tribes, unless they apprehend that it is 
made by their enemies. 

August 18. In the afternoon the party arrived 
with the Indians, consisting of the Little Thief and 
the Big Horse, whom we had seen on the 3d, toge
ther with six other chiefs, and a French interpreter. 
We met them under a shade, and after they had 
finished a repast with which we supplied them, we 
inquired into the origin of the war between them 
and the Nlahas, which they related with great 
frankness. It seems that two of the Missouris went 
to the lVlahas to steal horses, but were detected and 
killed; the Ottoes anll l\fissouris thought them
selves bound to avenge their companiol1s, and the 
,vhole nations were at last obliged to share in the 
flispuh; they are also in fear pf a war frOQl the 
Pawnees, whose village they entered this summer, 
'While the inhabitants were hunting, and stole theit 
corn. This ingenuous confession d~d not make us 
the less desirous of negociating a peace for them; 
but no Indians have as yet been attracted by oUT 
fire. The evening' was closed by Cj. da,lce; and the. 
next day, 

August 19, the chiefs and warriors being assem .. 
bled at ten o'clock, we explained the speech we had 
already sent from the Council-bluffs, and renewed 
our advice. They all replied in turn, and the pre:" 
sents were then distributed: we exchanged the 
small medal we had formerly given to the Big HQrse 
for one of the same size with that of Little Thief. 
we also gave a small medal to a third chief, and a 
kind of certificate or letter of acknowledgment to 
five of the warriors, expressive of our favour and 
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their good intentions: one of them, dissatisfied, re
turned us the certificate; but the chief, fearful of 
our being offellde(l, begged that it might be re
stored to him; this we declined, and rebuked them 
severely for having in view mere traffic instead of 
peace with their neighbours. This displeased them 
at Drst; but they at length all petitioned that it 
should be given to the warrior, who then came for
ward and made an apology to us; we then delivered 
it to the chief to be given to the most worthy, and 
he bestowed it on the same warrior, whose name 
was Great Blue Eyes .. After a more substantial pre
sent of small articles and tobacco, the council was 
ended with a dram to the Indians. In the evening 
we exhibited different objects of curiosity, and par
ticularly the air-gun, which gave them great sur
prise. Those people are almost naked, having no 
covering, except a sort of breech-cloth rOUlHl the 
middle, with a loose blanket or buffaloe robe painted, 
thrown over them. The names of these warriors, 
besides those already mentioned, were, Karkapaha 
(or Crow's Head,) and N enasa wa (or Black Cat,) 
Missouris; and Sana nona ( or Iron Eyes, ) N eswaunja 
(or Big Ox,) Stageaunja ( or Big Blue Eyes,) and 
Wasashaco (or Brave Man, ) all Ottoes. These two 
tribes speak very nearly the same language; they 
all begged us to give them whiskey. 

The next morning, August 20, the Indians mounted 
their horses and left us, having received a canister 
of whiskey at parting~ We then set sail, and after 
passing two islands on the north, came to on that 
side under some bluffs; the first near the river since 
we left the Ayauwa village. Here we had the mis-
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fortune to lose one of our sergeants, Charles' Floyd, 
He was yesterday seized with a bilious cholic, and 
all our care amI attention were iileffectll~l tq relieve 
him: a little before hi~ death he said to captain 
Clarke, " I am going to leave YOlJ.;" hi~ strengtq. 
failed him ~ he added, H I ·want you to wr~te ~e a 
letter:" hut he died with a composure which jus-:
tified the high opinion we had formed of his firm"!' 
ness aiul gOQd conduct. He was buried on the top 
of the bluff with the honqur,s due to a brave ;SQldier; 
and the place of h.is interment marked by a cedar 
post, 011 whjch his name and th.e day of his de~tli 
were inscribed. About a mile beyoncl this pI,ace, t!l 
which we gave his na1llt', is a small river!:Lbout 
thirty yards wide, on the nortb, which we calle.d 
Floyd's riv~f, v.here we encamped. We h~d ~ 
lHeeze from the south-east, and made thirteen mil~ 

August 21. The same breeze from the sOQ.th-eas~ 
carried us by a small willow .creek on the north; 
about one mile a~ld a half above Floyd's river. 
Here began a range of bluffs, whi~h contiJlued till 
near the mouth of the Great Sioux river, three 
miles beyond Floyd's. This river comes in from the 
north, and is about one hundred and ten yards wide. 
1\lr. Durion, our Sioux interpreter, who is well.ac
qnainteli with it, says that it is navigable upward$ 
of two hundred miles to the falls, and even beyond 
them; that its sources are near those of th.e St. 
Peter's. He also says, that below the falls a c.ree~ 
falls in from the eastward, 'after passing through 
cliffs of red rock: of this the Indians make their 
pipes; anli the necessity of procuring that article. 
has introduced a sort of law of nations., by w.hich 
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the banks of the creek are sacred, ancl even tribes 
at war meet without hostility at these quarries, 
which possess a right of asylum. Thus we find, even 
among s"3vages, certain principles deemed sacred, 
by which the rigours of their merciless system of 
warfar~ are mitigated. A sense of common danger, 
where stronger ties are wanting, gives all the bind
ing force of more solemn obligations. The importance 
of preserving the known and settled rules of war
fare among civilizecl nations, in all their integrity, 
becomes strikingly evident; since even savages, 
with their few precarious wants, caunot exist in a 
state of peace or war where this faith is once vio
lated. The wind became southerly, and blew with 
such violence that we took a reef in our sail: it also 
bl~w the sand from the bars in such quantities, that 
we could. not see the channel at any distance ahead. 
At foar and a quarter miles we came to two wil
low islands, beyond which are several sand-bars; 
and at twelve miles a spot where the Mahas once 
had a village, now no longer existing. We again 
passed a number of sand-bars, and encamped on the 
south, having come twenty-four and three quarter 
miles. The country through which we passed has 
the same uniform appearance ever since we left the 
river Platte: rich low grounds near the river, suc
ceeded by undulating prairies, with timber near 
the waters. Some wolves were seen to-day on the 
sand-beaches to the south; we also procured an ex
cellent fruit, resembling a red currant, growing on 
a shrub like the privy, and about the height of a 
wild plum. 

VOL. I._ M 
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August 22. About three miles distance we joined 
the men who had been sent from the Maha village 
with our horses, and who brought us two deer. The 
bluffs or hills, which reach the river at this place 
on the south, contain alum, copperas, cobalt, which 
had the appearance of soft isinglass, pyrites, and 
sand-stone, the two first very pure. Above this 
bluff comes in a small creek on the south, which 
we call Rologe creek. Seven miles above is another 
cliff on the same side, of alum rock, of a dark 
brown colour, containing in its crevices great quan
tities of cobalt, cemented shells, and red earth. From 
this the river bends to the eastward, and approaches 
the Sioux river within three or four miles. We 
saile(l the greater part of the day, and made nine
teen miles to our camp on the north side. The sand
bars are as usual numerous: there are also consi
derable traces of elk, but none are yet seen. Cap
tain Lewis in proving the quality of some of the 
substances in the first cliff, was considerably injured 
by the fumes and taste of the cobaH, and took some 
strong medicine to relieve him from its effects. Ths 
appearance of these mineral substances enable us to 
account for disorders of the stomach, with which 
the party had been affected since they left the river 
Sioux. We had been in the habit of dipping up the 
water of the river inadvertently, and making use 
of it, till, on examination, -the sickness was thought 
to proceed from a scum covering the surface of the 
water along the southern shore, and which, as we 

_ now discovered, proceede<l from these bluffs. The 
men had been ordered, before we reache(l the bluffs, 
~ a~itate the water,_ so as to disperse the scum~afi(l 
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take the water, not at the surface, but at some 
depth~ The consequence was, that these disorders 
ceased: the biles too which had afflicted the men 
were not observed beyond the Sioux river. In 
c-iler to supply the place of sergeant Floyd, we 
permitted the men to name three persons, and Patrick 
Gass having the greatest number of votes was made 
a sergeant. 

August 23. We set out early, and at four miles 
came to a small run between cliffs of yellow and 
blue earth: the wind, however, SOOll changed, and 
blew 80 hard from the west, that we proceeded very 
slowly; the fine sand from the bar being driven in 
such clouds, that we could scarcely see. Three and 
a quarter miles beyond this run we came to a willow 
island, and a sand island opposite, and encamped 011 

the south side, at ten and a quarter miles. On the 
north side is an extensive and delightful prairie, 
which we ~alled Buffaloe prairie, from our having 
here killed the first buffaloe. Two elk swam the 
river to-day and were fired at, but escaped: a deer 
was killed from the boat; one beaver was killed; 
and se.eral prairie wolves were seen, 

August 24. It began to rain last night, and con
tinued this morning: we procee~ed, however, two 
and a quarter miles, to the commencement of a bluff 
Qf blue cl~lYJ about one hundred and eighty, or one 
hundred and l1inety feet on the south side: it seems 
to have been lately on fire; and even now the 
ground is so warm that we cannot keep our hand~ 
in it at any depth: there are strong appearances of 
coal, and also great quantities of cobalt, or a crys-: 
tal~zed substance r~sembling it. There is a frui~. 
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now r:pe ~hich looks like a currant, ex~ept t~~t it 
is douLle the size, all'1 grows on a bush ltke a pnvy, 
the si~e of a damson, and of a delicious flavour; its 
Indian name means rabbit-berries. We then passed, 
at the distance of about seven miles, the mouth of 
a creek on the north side, called by an Indiail 
uame, meaning Whitestone river. The beautiful 
prairie of yesterday has changed into one of greater 
height, and very c;mooth and extensive. We en
camped on the south side, at ten and a quarter 
miles, and found ourselves very much annoyed by 
the moschetoes. 

CHAP. III. 

'Whimsical instance of superstition of tbe SiQllx Indians-Council belt! with 
the Eioux-Character of that tribe, tbeir manners, &c.-A ~idicu!olls in. 
stance of their heroism-Ancient fp~tifications-Quieurre river d ... cribed~ 
Vast herds of Bnlraioe-Ac~()\mt of the Petit Chien or Little Dog-Narrow 
escape of George Shannon-Desoription of White river-Surprising fieet. 
ness of the Anteiope- Pass the ri ycr of the Sioux-Description of the Grand 
Lc Tour, or Great Bend-Encamp on the Tetolj river. 

August 25. CAPTAINS LEWIS and CLARKE, 

with ten men, went to see an object deemed very 
extraordinary among all the neighbouring Indians. 
They dropped down to the mouth of Whitestone 
river, about thirty yards wide, where they left the 
boat, and at the distance of two hundred yards 
ascended a rising ground, from which a plain ex ... 

. t~nded itself as far as the eye could discern. After 
walking four miles they crossed the creek where it 
is twenty .. three yaTds wide, and waters an extensive 
valley. The heat was so oppressive that we were' 
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obliged to send back our dog to the creek, as he 
was unable to bear the fatigue; and it was not till 
after four hours march that we reached the ohject 
of our visit. This was a large mound in the midst 
of the plain about N. 200 W. from the mouth of 
Whitestone river, from which it is nine miles dis
taut. The base of the mound is a regular paralle
logram, the longest side being about three hundred 
yards, the shorter sixty or seventy; from the longest 
side it rises with a steep ascent from the north and 
south to the height of sixty-five or seventy feet, 
leaving on the top a level plain of twelve feet in 
breadth aud ninety in length. The north and south 
extremities are connected by two oval borderll, 
which serve as new bases, and divide the whole 
side into three steep but regular gradations from 
the plain. The only thing characteristic ill this hill 
is its extreme symmetry; and this, together with its 
being totally detached from the other hills, which 
are at the distance of eight or nine miles, would 
induce a belief that it was artificial; but, as the 
~arth and the loose pebbles which compose it are 
arranged exactly like the steep grounds on the bor
ders of the creek, we concluded from this similarity 
of texture that it might be natural. But the Indians 
have made it a great article of their superstition: 
it is calleel the l\lountain of Little Peopk, or Little 
Spirits; amI they believe that it is the abode of 
little devils, in the human form, of about eighteen 
inches high, and with remarkably large heads; they 
are armed with sharp arrows, with which they are 
very sl.ilful, and are always on the watch to kill 
those who shoql<l have the hardihood to approach 
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their residence. The tradition is, that many have 
mffered from these little evil spirits, ,.and among 
others, three Maha Indians fell a sacrifice to them 
a few years since. This has inspired all the neigh~ 
bouring nations, Sioux, ~Iahas, and Ottoes, with 
such terror, that no consideration could tempt them 
to visit the hill. We saw none of these wicked little 
spirits; nor any place for them, except some small 
holes scattered over the top: we were happy enough 
to escape their vengeance, though we remained 
some time on the mound to enjoy the delightful 
prospect of the plain, which spreads itself out till 
the eye rests upon the N, W, hills at a great distance, 
and those of the N. E. still farther off, enlivened by 
large herds of buffaloe feeding at a distance .. The 
Boil of these plains is exceedingly fine; there is, 
however, no timber except on the Missouri: all the 
wood of the Whites.tone fiver not being sufficient 
to cover thickly one hundred acres. The plain 
country which surrounds this mound has contributed 
not a little to its bad reputation: the wind driving 
from every direction over the level ground,obliges 
the insects to seek shelter on its leeward side, or be 
driven against it by the wind. The small birds, 
whose food they are, resort of course in great num.., 
bers in quest of subsistence; and the Indians always 
seem to discover an unusual assemblage of birds as 
produced by some supernatural canse : among them 
we observed the brown martin employed in looking 
for insects, and so gentle that they did not fly until 
we got within a few feet of them. We have alst) 
distinguished among the numerous birds of the plain, 
the blackbird, the wren or prairie bird, and a spe-
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cies of lark about the size of a partridge, with a 
short tail. The excessive heat and thirst forced Ull 

from the hill about one o'clock to the nearest water. 
which we found in the creek, at three miles dis
tance, and remained an hour and a half. We then 
went down the creek, through a lowland about one 
mile in width, and crossed it three times, to the spot 
where we first reached it in the morning. Here we 
gat~ered some delicious plums, grapes, and blue 
currants, and afterwards arrived at the mouth of 
the river about sunset. To this place the course 
from the mound is S. twenty miles, E. nine miles; 
we there resumed our periogue, and on reaching 
our encampment of last night set the prairies on 
fire, to warn the Sioux of our approach. In the 
mean time the boat under sergeant Pryor had pro
ceeded in the afternoon one mile, to a bluff of blue 
clay on the south, and after passing a sand-bar and 
two sand-islands fixed their camp at the distance 
of six miles on the south. In the evening some rain 
fell. We had killed a duck and several birds: in 
the boat they had caught some large cat-fish. 

Sunday, August 26. We rejoined the boat at Hine 
0' clock before she set out, and then passing by an 
island, and under a cliff on the south nearly two 
miles in extent, and composed of white llnd blue 
earth, encamped at nine miles distance on a sand
bar towards the north. Opposite to this on the south 
is a small creek called Petit Arc or Little Bow, and 
a short distance above it an old viUage~of the same 
name. This village, of which nothing remains but 
the mound of earth about four feet high surround
ing it, was built by a Maha chief named Littla 
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Bow, who being displeased with Blackbird, the late 

kinO" seceded with two hundred followers and settled 
0' 

at this spot, which is now abandoned, as the two 

villages have reunited since the death of Blackbird. 

We have great quantities of grapes, and plums of 

three kinds; two of a yellow colour, and distin

guished by one of the species being longer than the 

other; and a third round and red: all have an ex

cellent flavour, particularly those of the yellow 

kind. 
August 27. The morning-star appeared much 

larger than usual. A gentle breeze from the south

east carried us by some large sand-bars on both 

sides and in the middle of the river. to a bluff on 

the south 5lide, at seven and a half miles distant: 

this bluff is of white clay or chalk, under which is 

much stone. like lime, incrusted with a clear sub

etance, supposed to be cobalt, and some dark ore. 

Above this bluff we set the prairie on fire, to invite 

the Sioux. After twelve and a half miles we had 

passed several other sand-bars, and now reached 

the mouth of a river. called by the French Jacques 

(James river) or Yankton, from the tribe which in .. 

habits its banks. It is about ninety yards wide at 

the confluence: the country which it waters is ric:h 

prairie, with little timber; it becomes deeper and 

wider above its mouth. and may be navigat~tl3 

great distance, as its sources rise near those of St. 

Peter's of the l\Iississippi, and the Red river of lake 

Winnipeg. As we came to the mouth of the river, 

an Indian swam to the boat: and, on our landing, 

.~we were met by two others, who informed us that a 

large body of Sioux were encamped near us: they. 
. , 
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accompanied three of our men, with an invitation 
to meet us at a spot above the river: the third In
dian remained with us: he is a ~raha boy, and says 
that his nation have gone to the Pawnees to make 
peace with them. At fourteen miles we encamped 
on a sand-bar to the north. The air was cool, the 
eyening pleasant, the wind from the south-east and 
light. The river has fallen gradually and is now 
low. 

Tuesday, 28th. We passed, with a stiff breeze 
from the south, several sand-bars. On the south is 
a prairie which rises gradually from the water to 
the height of a bluff, which is, at fonr miles dis
tance, of a whitish colour, and about seventy or 
eighty feet hjgh. Further 011 is another bluff, of a 
brownish colour on the north side; and at the dis
tance of eight and a half miles is the beginning of 
Calumet bluff on the south side, under which we 
formed our camp in a beautiful plain, to wait the 
arrival of the Sioux. At the first bluff the young 
Indian left us alld joined their camp. Before reach
ing Calumet bluff one of the periogues ran upon a 
log in the river, and was rendered unfit for service; 
so that all our loading was put into the second pe~ 
riogue. On both sides of the river are fine prairies, 
with cottonwood; and near the bluff there is more 
ti.mber in the' points and valleys than we have beel~ 
~ccustomed to see. 

Wednesday, 29th~ V\Te had a violent storm of 
wind and rain l~st evening; and were engaged 
during the day in repairing the periogue, and other 
necessary occupations; when, at fQur o'clpck in.the. 

YOLo 1. N 
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a"ternOOl1, sergeant IJ ryor ai,d his party arrived on 
the opposite side, attended by five chiefs, and abou~ 
seventy men and boys. We sent a boat for them. 
and they joined us, as did also J\'fr. Durion, the SOil 

of our interpreter, who happened to be trading with 
the Sioux at this time. He returned with sergeant 
Pryor to the Indians, with a present of tobacco, 
corn, and a few kettles; and told them that we 
would speak to their chiefs in the morning. Ser
geant Pryor reported, that on reaching their vil
lage, which is at twelve miles distance from our 
camp, he was met by a party with a bufraioe robe, 
on whidl they desired to carry their visitors: an 
honour which they declined, informing the Indians 
that they were not the commanders of the boats: as 
a great mark of respect, they were then presented. 
with a fat dog, already cooked. of which.they par
took heartily, and found it well flavoured. The 
camps of the Sioux are of a conical form, covered 
with buffaloe robes, painted with various figures 
and colours, with an aperture in the top for the 
smoke to pass through. The lodges contain from 
ten to fifteen persons, and the interior arrangement 
is compact and handsome, each lodge having a place 
for cooking detached from it.~' 

August :30th. Thursday. The fog was so thick 
that we could not see the Indian camp on the oppo
site side, but it cleared off about eight o'clock. We 
prepared a speech and some presents, and then sent 
for the chiefs and warriors, whom we received at 
twelve o'clock under a large oak tree, ne~r to 
which the flag of the United States was flying: 
Captain Lewis delivered a speech, with the usual 
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advice and counsel for their future conduct. 'Ye 
then acknowledged their chiefs, by giving to the 
grand chief a flag, a medal, a certificate, with a 
string of wampum, to which we added a chief's 
coat; that is, a richly laced uniform of the United 
States artillery corps, and a cocked hat and red 
feather. One second chief and three inferior ones 
were made or recognised by mt:dals, and a suitable 
present of tobacco, and articles of clothing. 'Ve 
then smoked the pipe of peace, and the chiefs re
tired to a bower, formed of bushes by their young 
men, where they divided among each other the pre
sents, and smoked and eat, and held a council on 
the answer which they were to make us on to
morrow. The young people exercised their bows 
and arrows in shooting at marks for beads, which 
we distributed to the best marksmen; and in the 
evening the whole party danced until a late hour : 
in the course of their amusement we threw among
them some knives, tobacco, bells, tape and binding, 
with which they were much pleased. Their musical 
instruments were the drum, and a sort of little bag 
made of buff aloe hide, dressed white, with small 
shot or pebbles in it, and a bunch of hair tied to it. 
This produces a sort of rattling music, with which 
the party was annoyed by four musicians during 
the council this morning. 

August 31. In the morning, after bfeakfast, the 
chiefs met and sat down in a fOW, with pipes of 
peace highly ornamented, and all pointed towards 
the seats intended for captains Lewis and Clarke. 
When 'they arrived and wefe seated, the grand 
chief, whose Indian l1ame, Weucha, is ill English,. 
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Shake Hand, and ill French:is called Le Liberateur, 
( the Deliverer) rose and spoke at some length, ap
proving what we had said, and promising to follow 
our advice: 

" I see bffore me," said he, " my great father's 
two sons. You see me, and the rest of our chiefs 
and warriors. We are very poor; we have neither 
powder nor ball, nor knives; and our women and 
children at the village have no clothes. I wish that 
as my brothers have given me a flag and a medal, 
they would give something to those poor people, or 
let them stop and trade with the first boat which 
comes up the river. I will bring the chiefs of the 
Pawnees and l\Iahas together, and make peace be
tween them; but it is better that I should do it 
than my great father's sons, for they will listen to 
me more readily. I will also tal;;e some chiefs to 
your country in the spring; but before that time I 
cannot leave home. I went formerly to the English, 
and they gave me a medal and some clothes: when 
I went to the Spanish they gave me a medal, but 
nothing to keep it from my sJiin; but now you give 
me a medal and clothes. Bu t still we are poor; and 
I wish, brothers, you would give us something for 
our squaws." 

When he sat down, Mahtoree, or White Crane, 
rose: 

" I have listened," said he, "to what our father's 
words were yesterday; and I am, to-day, glad to 
see how you have dressed our old chief. I am a 
young man, and do not wish to take much: my 
fathers have made me a chief: I had much sense 
before, but now I think I hav~ moroe than ever 
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What the old chief has declared I will confirm, 
and do whatever he and you please: but I wish 
that you woulll take pity on us, for we are very 
poor." 

Another chief, called Pawnawneahpahbe, then 
said: 

" I am a young man, and know but little: I 
cannot speak well; but I have listened to what YOll 

have told the old chief, and will do whatever you 
agree." 

The same sentiments were then repeated by 
Aweawechache. 

We were surprised at finding that the first of 
these titles means" Struck by the Pawnee," and 
was occasioned by some blow which the chief had 
received in battle, from one of the Pawnee tribe. 
The second is, in English, "Half Man," which 
seems a singular name for a warrior, till it was ex
plained to have its origin, probably, in the modesty 
of the chief; who, on being told_of his exploits, 
would say, " I am no warrior, I am only half a 
man." The other chiefs spoke very little; but af
ter they had finished, one of the warriors delivered 
a speech, in which he declared he would support 
them. They promised to make peace with the Ot
toes and Missouris, the only nations with whom 
they are at war. All these harangues concluded 
by describing the distress of the nation: they beg
ged us to have pity on them: to send them traders: 
that they wanted powder and ball; and seemed 
anxio~s that we should supply them with some of 
their great father's milk, the name by which they 
distinguish ardent spirits. We gave them some to'" 

.:;, 
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bacco to each of the chiefs, and a certifieate to two 
of the warriors who attended the chief. We pre
vaileti on :Mr. Durion to remain here, and accom
pany as many of the Sioux chiefs as he could col
lect to the seat of government. We also gave his 
£011 a flag, some clothes, and provisions, with direc
tions to bring about a peace between the surround
ing tribes, and to convey some of their chiefs to see 
the prc~ident. In the evening they left us, and en
camped on the opposite bank, by the two Durions. 
During the evetling and night we had much rain, 
and observed that the river rises a little. The In
dinns, who have just left us, are the Yank tons, a 
tribe of the great nation of Sioux. These YanktoIis 
are about two hundred men in number; and inha
hit the Jacques, Desmoines, and Sioux rivers. In 
person they are stout, well proportioned, and have 
a certain air of dignity and boldness. In their dress 
they differ nothing from the other bands of the na
tion whom we saw, and will describe afterwards: 
they are fond of decorations, and use paint, and 
porcupine quills, and feathers. Some of them wore 
a kind of necklace of white bear's claws, three 
inches long, amI elosely str~mg together round 
their necks. They have only a few fowling pieces, 
being generally armed with bows and arrows; in 
which, however, they do not appear as expert as 
the more northern Indialls. 'Vhat struck us most 
w:Jls, an institution, peculiar to them, and to tIle· 
Kite Indians, further to the westward from whom , 
it is said to have been copied.· It is an association 
of the most active and brave young men, who are 
bound to each other by attachment, secured, bya 
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vow never to retreat before any danger, or give 
way to their enemies. In war they go forward 
without sheltering themselves behind trees, or aid
ing their natural valour by auy artifice. This 
punctilious determination, not to be turned from 
their course, became heroic, or ridiculous, a short 
time since, when the Yanktolls were crossing the 
Missouri on the ice. A hole lay immediately in 
their course~ which might easily have been avoid
ed, by going round. This the foremost of the bantl 
disdained to do; but went straight forward, and 
was lost. The others would have followed his ex
ample, but were forcibly prevented by the rest of 
the tribe. These young men sit, and encamp, and 
dance together, distinct from the rest of the nation: 
they are generally about thirty or thirty-five years 
old; and such is the deference paid to courage, 
that their seats in council are superior to those of 
the chiefs, and their persons more respected. Eut, 
as may be supposed, such indiscreet bravery will 
soon diminish th e numbers of those who practise it; 
so that the band is now reduced to four warriors, 
who were among our visitors. These were the re
mains of twenty-two, who composed the society not 
long ago; but, in a battle with the Kite Indians, 
of the Black ]\Iouutains, eighteen of them were 
killed, and these four were dragged from the field 
by their companions. 

Whilst these Indians remained with us, we made 
very minute inquiries relative to their situation 
and numbers, amI trade, and manners. This we 
did very satisfactorily, by means of two different 
interpreters; and f;om their accounts, joined to our 
~ 
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interviews with other bands of the same nation, and 
much intelligence acquired since, we were enabled 
to understand, with some accuracy, the condition 
of the Sioux, hitherto so little known. 

The Sioux, or Dacorta Indians, originally settled 
on the Mississippi, and called by Carver, Mado
wesians, are now subdivided into tribes, as follow: 

First, The Yank tons : this tribe inhabits the 
Sioux, Desmoines, and Jacques rivers~ alld number 
about two hundred warriors. , 

Second, The Tetons of the burnt woods. This 
tribe numbers about three hundred men, "ho rove 
on both sides of the Missouri, the White, and Teton 
rivers. 

Third, The Tetons Okandandas, a tribe consist ... 
ing of about one hundred and fifty men, who inha
bit both sides of the Missouri below the Chayenfle 
river. 

Fourth, Tetons ]\<1innakenozzo, a nation inha
biting both sides of the Missouri, above the Chay
enne river, and containing about two hundred and 
fifty men. . ~ 

Fifth, Tetons Saone; these inhabit both sides of 
the :Missouri below the Warreconne river, and 
consist of about three hundred men. 

Sixth, Yanktons of the Plains, or Big Devils; 
who rove on the heads of the Sioux, Jacques, and 
Red river; the.most numerous of all the tribes, and 
number about five hunilred men. 

Seventh, Wah patone; a nation residing on the 
St. Peter's, just above the mouth of that river, and 
numbering two hundred men. 

Eighth, Mindaw3.rcarton, o~ proper Dacorta or 
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sioux Indians. These possess the original seat of 
tlie Sioux, and are properly so denominated. They 
rove on both sides of the Misshsippi, about the falls 
of 8t. Anthony, and consist of three hundred men. 

Ninth, The "\Vahpatoota, or Leaf Beds. This 
llfltioti inhahits both sides of the river St. Peter's, 
below Yellow wooel river, amounting to about one 
hundred and fifty men. 

Tenth, 8istasoone: this nation numbers two hun
dred men, and reside at the head of the 8t. Peter's. 
Of these several tribes, more particular notice will 
be taken hereafter. 

8atnrd~y, September 1, 180.!.. We proceeded 
this morning under a light southern breeze, and 
passed the Calumet bluffs; these are composed of a 
yell()wish red, and brownish clay as hard as chalk, 
which it much resembles, and are one hundred and 
seventy, or one hundred and eighty feet high. At 
this place the hills on each side come to the verge 
of th,e river, those Oil the south being higher than 
on the north. Opposite the bluff's is a large island 
covered with timher'; above which the highlands 
form a cliff over the river, Oil the north side, called 
White Bear cliff; an animal of that kind being 
killed in one of the holes in it, which are numerous, 
and apparently deep. At six miles we came to a 

'large sand island, covered with cottonwood; the 
, wind was high, and the weather rainy and cloudy 
during the day. We made fifteen miles to a place 
Oil the north side, at the lower point of a large 
island, called Bonhomme, or Goodman's island . 

. The country on both sides has the same character 
·yot. I. 0 
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of prairies, with no timber; with occa~ional low
lanus covered with cottonwood, elm and oak: our 
hunters had killed an elk and a beaver; the cat
fish too are in great abundance. 

Septembet 2. It rained last night, and this mor'" 
ning we ha(l a high wind from the N.W. Wewent 
three miles to the lower part of an ancient fortifi
cation on the south side, and passed the head of 
Bonhomme island, which is large and well timber
cd: atter this the wind became so violent, attended 
by a cold rain, that we were compelled to land at 
four miles on the northern side, under a high bluff 
of yellow clay, about one hundred and ten feet in 
height. Our hunters supplied us with four elk; and 
we had grapes and plums on the bank: we also 
saw the beargrass and rue, on the side of the bluffs. 
At this place there are highlands 011 both sides of 
this river, which become more level at some dis
tance back, and contain but few streams of water. 
On the southern bank, during this day, the grounds 
have not been so elevated. Captain Clarke crossed 
the river, to examine the remains of the fortification 
we had just passed. 

This interesting object is on the south side of the 
:J\lissouri, opposite the upper extremity of Bon
homme island, and in a low level plain, the hills 
being three miles from the river. It begins by a 
wall composed of earth, rising immediately from 
the bank of the river, and running in a direct course 
S. 76°, W. ninety-six yards; the base of this wall 

. O.f mound is seventy":five feet, and its' height about 
e;ght. It then diverges in a course S.84° W. and 
.continues at the same height and depth to the dis-
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tance of fifty-three yards, the angle being formed 
by a sloping descent; at the jUllction of these two 
is an appearance of a hornwork of the same height 
with the first angle: ~he same wall then pursues a 
course N. 69° W. for three hundred yards: near its 
western extremity is an opening or gateway at right 
angles to the waH, and projecting inwarrls; this 
!fateway is defended by two nearly semicirclllar 
walls placed before it, lower than the large walls; 
and from the gateway there seems to have been a 
covered way communicating with the interval be
tween these two walls: westward of the gate, the 
waU becomes much larger, being about olle hun
dred and five feet at its base, and twelve feet h,igh: 
at the end of this high ground the wall extends fOl' 

fifty-six yards on a course N. 32° 'V.; it then turns 
N.23° W. for seventy-three yards: these two wans 
seem to have had a double or covered way; they 
are from ten to fifteen feet eight inches in height, 
an4 from seventy-five to one hundred a~ld five feet 
in width at the base; the descen~ inwards being 
steep, whilst outwards it forms a sort of glacis. At 
the distance of seventy-three yards, the waU ends 
abruptly at a large hollow place much lower than 
the general level of the plain, and from which is 
some indication of a covered way to the water. 
The space between them is occupied by several 
mounds,scattered promiscuously through the gorge, 
iu the centre of which is a deep round hole. From 
the extremity of the last wall, ill a course N. 32° w. 
is a distance of ninety-six yards over the low 
ground, where the wall recommences, and crosses 
!lIe plain in a course N. 810 W., for eighteeD: hl;lll':' 
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,vith cedar trees, and at three miles a creek, called 
Whitepaint creek, of about thirty yards wide: on 
the same side, and at four and a half miles distance 
from the Whitepaint creek, is the Rapid river, or, 
as it is called by the French, la Rivere qui Court; 
this river empties into the :Missouri, in a course S. 
W. by W., and is one hundred and fifty-two yards 
wide, and four feet deep at the confluence. It rises 
in the Black mountains, and passes through a hilly 
country, with a poor soil. Captain Ciarke ascended 
three miles to a beautiful plain, on the upper side, 
where the Pawnees once had a village: he found 
that the river widened above its mouth, and much 
divided by sands and islands, which, joined to the 
great rapidity of the current, makes the navigation 
very difficult, even for small boats Like the Platte, 
its waters are of a light colour; like that river too 
it thl!OWS out into the Misso~ri, great quantities of 
~and, coarser even than that of the Platte, which 
form sand-bars and shoals near its mouth. 

'Ve encamped just above it, on the south, having. 
made only eight miles, as the wind shifted to the 
.,outh, and blew so hard, that in the course of the 
day we broke our mast: we saw some deer, a num
ber of geese, and shot a turkey and a duck: the 
place in which we halted is a fine low-ground, with 
much timber, such as red cedar, honeylocust, oak, 
arrowwood, elm and coffeenut. 

September 5, Wednesday. The wind was again 
l1igh from the south. At five miles, we came to a 
large island, called Pawnee island, in the middle of 
the river; and stopped to breakfast at a small creek 
.n the north, which has the name of Goat creek, at 
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bank of the island-is encroaching, and the :Missouri 
indemnifies itse1fby washing a'way the base of the 
fortification. The citadel contains about twenty 
acres, but the parts between the long walls must 
embrace nearly five hundred acres. 

These are the first remains of the kind which we 
-have had an opportunity of examining; but our 
French interpreters assure us, that there are great 
numbers of them 011 the Platte, the Kanzas, the 
Jacques, &c. and some oLour party say, that they 
observed two orthose fortresses on the upper side of 
the Petit Arc creek, not far from its mouth; that 
the wall was about six feet high, and the sides of 
the angles one hundred yards in length. 

September 3. The morning was- cold, and the 
wind from the northwest. We passell, at sun-rise, 
three large sand-bars, and at the distance of ten 
miles reached a small creek, about twelve yards 
",ide, coming in from the north, above a white bluff: 
this creek has obtained the name of Plum creek,. 
from the number of that fruit which are in the 
neighbourhood, and of a delightful quality. Five 
miles further, we encamped on the south, near the 
edge of a plain; .the river is wide, and covered 'with 
sand-bars to-day: the banks are high, and of a 
whitish colour; the timber scarce, but an abun
dance of grapes. Beaver houses too have been ob
served ill great numbers on the river, but Iloue of 
the animals themsel ves. 

September 4. We set out early, with a very c.old 
wind from S.B. E., a~)d at one mile and a half, 
reached a small creek, ca,lled _,Vhitelillle c:reek, .on 
the sOlJth side. Just above this is a cliff, covered 
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were procured to-day, and a black-tailed deer was 
l5een near the Poncara's village. 

Thursday, September 6. There was a storm this 
morning from the N: W., and though it moderated, 
the 'wind was still high, and the weather very cold; 
the number of sand-bars too, added to the rapidity 
of the current, obliged us to have recourse to the 
to, .. ·line: with all our 'exertions we did not make 
more than eight and ahalf miles, alid encarnpe(l 
on'the ilortli, after passing high cliffs of soft, blue, 
amI red coloured stone, on the southern shore'. W~ 
saw some goats, and greatnu~bers of buffaloe, in 
addition to which the hunters furnished us with 

r 

elk, deer, turkeys, geese, atid one beaver: a large 
cat-1ish too' was caught in the evening. The groul1~ 
near the camp was a low prairie, without timber, 
though just below is a grove of cottonwood.: 

Friday, September 7. The morning was very 
cold, and the wind southeast.' At fiv~ and a half 
mites, we reached amI encamped at the foot of a 
round mountain, on the'south, having' passed two 
~mall islands. This mountain, which is about three 
hundred feet at the base, forms a cone at th~ top~ 
resembling a dom'e at a distance, and seventy feet 
or mOfe above t:h~surrounding highlands. As we 
descended from this dome,' we arrive(I at'~ spot, on 
the gradual descent of the hill, nearly four acres 
in extent, and covered with small boles: these are 
the residenceofa little animal, called by the French, 
petit chien, (little dog;) who sit 'erect near the 
mouth, and make a whistling noise, but, when 
alarmed,take refuge in their holes.' In order to 
Bring' them out, we poured into one of the hole~ 
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eight and a half miles. Near the mouth of this 
creek the beaver hacl made a dam across so as to 
form a large pond, in which they built their houses. 
Above this island the river Poncara falls into the 
Missouri from the south, and is thirty yards wida 
at the entrance. Two men, whom we despatched 
to the village of the same name, returned with in
formation that they had found it on the lower side 
of the creek; but as this is the hunting season, the 
town was so completely deserted, that they had 
killed a buffaloe in the village itself. This tribe of 
Poncaras, who are said to have once numbered four 
hundred men, are now reduced to about fifty, and 
have associated for mutual protection with the 
Mahas, who are about two hundred in number. 
These two nations are allied by a similarity of mis
fortune; they were once both numerous, both resid
ed in villages, ami cultivated Indian corn; their 
common enemies, the Sioux and small-pox, drove 
them from their towns, which they visit only occa
sionally for the purposes of trade; and they now 
wander over the plains on the sources of the Wolf 
an4 Quicurre rivers. Between the Pawnee islan(1 
and Goat creek on the north, is a cliff of blue earth, 
under which are several mineral springs, impreg
nated with salts: near this we observed a number 
of goats, from which the creek derives its name. 
At three and a half miles from the creek, we came 
to a large island on the south, along which we 
passed to the head of it, and encamped about four 
o'clock. Here we replaced the mast we had lost, 
with a new olle of cedar: some bucks and an elk 
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the appearance of having been lately burned by 
the Indians; the broken hills, indeed, approach the 
ri ver on both side~, though each is bordered by a 
strip of woodlllnd near the water. 

Sunday, September 9. We coasted along the 
il"land on which we had encamped, and then passe(l 
three sand and willow islands, and a number of 
smaller sand-bars. The river is shallow, and joined 
by two small creeks from the north, and one from' 
the so\lth. In the plains, to the south, are great 
numbers of buffaloe, iIi herds of nearly five hun
dred; all the copses of timber appear to contain elk 
or deer. We encamped on a sand-bar, on the sou
thern shore, at the distance of fourteen and a quar
ter miles. 

Septem!:Jer 10, Monday. The next day we made 
twenty miles. The morning was cloudy and dark, 
but a light breeze from the southeast carried us 
past two small islands on the south, and one en the 
north; till, at the distance of ten and a half miles, 
we reached an islalHl, extending for two miles in 
the middle of the river, covered with red cedar, 
from which it derives its name of Cedar island. Just 
below this island, on a hill, to the south, is the back
bone of a fish, forty-five fe~t long, tapering towards 
the tail, and in perfect state of petrifaction, frag
ments of wiiICh were collected and sent to Wash
ington.On both sides of the river are high dark
coloured bluffs. About a mile and a half from the 
island, on the southern shore, the party on that side 
dis~overed a large and very strp~lp impregnated 
sprmg of water; and another, not so ~trongly im
pregnated, half a mile IIp ~he hilL" '~,plTee miles 

, 
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. five barrels of water, without filling it, but we dis
lodged and caught the owner. After digging down 
another of the holes for six feet, we found, on run~ 
ning a pole into it, that we had not yet dug half 
way to the bottom; we discovered, however, two 
frogs in the hole, and near it we killed a dark rat
tlesnake, which had swallowed a small prairie dog: 
we were also informed, though we never witnessed 
the fact, that a sort of lizard, and a snake, live ha
bitually with these animals. The petit chien are 
justly named, as they resemble a small dog in some 
particulars, although they have also some points of 
similarity to the squirrel. The head resembles the 
squirrel. in every respect, except that the ear is 
shorter, the tail like tha~ ()f the ground-squirrel, 
the toe-rllails are long, the fur is fine. and. the long 
hair is gray. 

Saturday, September 8. The wind still continue(l 
from the southeast, but moderately. At seven miles 
we reached a house on the north side, called the 
Pawnee house, where a trader, named Trudeau. 
wintered in the year 1796-7: behind this, hills, 
much higher than usual, appear to. the north, about 
eight miles off. Before reaching this house, we 
came by three small islands, on the north side, and 
a small creek on the south; and after leaving it, 
reached another, at the end of seventeen miles, 011 

which we encamped, and called it Boat island; we 
here saw herds of buffaloe, and some elk, deer, tur..,. 
keys, beaver, a squirrel, and a prairie dog. The 
party on the north represent the country through 
which they passed, as poor, rugge(l and hilly, with, 
~ "OL. I. 
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horseback down towards the boat, and we were 
much pleased to find that it was George Shannon, 
one or' our party, tor whose safety we had been 
very uneasy. Our two horses having strayed from 
us on the 26th of August, he was sent to search for 
them. After he had found them, he attempted to 
tejoill us; but seeing some other tracks, which must 
have been those of Indians, and which he mistook 
for our own, he concluded that we were ahead, and 
had been for sixteen days following the bank of the 
river above us. During the tirst four days he ex
hausted his bullets, and was then nearly starved, 
being obliged to subsist, for twelve days, Oil a few 
grapes, and a rabbit which he killed by making 
use of a hard piece of stick for a ball. One of his 
horses gave out, and was left behind; the other he 
kept as a last resource for food. Despairing of 
overtaking us, he was returning down the river, ill 
hopes of meeting some other boat; and was on the 
point of killing his horse, when he viras so fortunate 
as to join us. 

'Wednesday, September 12. The day was dark 
and cloudy; the wind from the northwest. At a 
short distance we reached an island in the middle 
of the river, which is covered with timber, a rare 
ohject now. We with great difficulty were enabled 
to struggle through the sand-bars, the water being 
very rapill and shallow, so that we were several 
hours in makillg a mile. Several times the boat 
wheeled on the bar, and the men were obliged to 
jump out and prevent her fromupsetting; at others, 
after makinl?," a way up one cha;.pnel, the shoalness 
of the water forced us back to se~k., the deep chan-
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beyond Cedar island is a large island on the north, 
and a number of sand-bars. After which is another, 
about a mile in length, lying in the middle of the 
liver, a11d separated by a small channel, at its ex
ttemity, from another above it, on which we en ... 
camped. These tWo islands are called Mud islands. 
The river is shallow during this day's course, and 
is falling a little. The elk and buffaloe are in great 
abundance, but the deer have become scarce. 

September II, Tilesday. At six and a half miles 
we passetl the upper extremity of an island on the 
south; four miles beyond which is another, on the 
same side of the river; and about a quarter of a 
mile distant we visited a large village of the bark
ing squirrel. It was situated on a gentle declivity, 
and covered a space of nine hundred and seventy 
yards long, a1.\.11. eight hundred yards wide; we 
kille(l four of them. We then resumed our course, 

and during five and a half miles passed two islands 
bn the north, and then encamped at the d.istance of 
sixteen miles, on the soutq side of the river, and 

just above a small rUll. The morning had been 
cloudy, but ill the nfternoon it began raining, with 
a high northwest wind, which continued during the 
greater part of the night. The country seen to-day 
consists of narrow strips oflow land, rising into un
even grounds, which are succeeded, at the distance 
of threeniiles, by rkh and level nlaills, but without 

" ~ 

any timber. The river itself is wide, and crowded 
with sand-bars. Elk, deer, squirrels, a pelican, add 
a very large poreupille, were our game this day; 

SOme fOleS too were seen, but not caught.' 
III the nlOrning we observzd a man riding' on 
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ring the whole day we searcherl alcug the soutltern 
5hore, and at some distance into ,h(' intel ior, to find 
an ancient volcano, which we h·;.:· ni at St. Charles 
was somewhere in this neighbomhood; but we 
couLl not discern the slightest aprearance of any 
thing volcanic. In the COUfse oj their searct], the 
party shot a buck-goat and a hare. The hills, par
ticularly on the south, continue high, but the tim .. 
ber is confined to the islands and Lia'i:-i.S of the river. 
'Ve had occasion here to observe, toe rapid under"" 
mining or these hills by the Missouri: the first at
tacks seem to be, 011 the hills which overhang the 
river; as soon as the violence of the current de
stroys the grass at the foot of them, the whole tex
ture appears loosened, and the ground dissolves amI 
mixes with the water: the muddy mixture is then 
forced over the low grounds, which it covers !lome~ 
times to the depth of three inches, and gradually 
destroys the herbage; after which it can offer no 
re~istance to the water, and becomes at last covered 
with sand. 

Saturday, September 15. We passed, at an early 
J10ur, the creek near our last night's encampmentl 

~Ild at two miles distance reached the mouth of 
'Vhite river, coming in from the south. 'Ve ascended 
a sOort distance, and sent a sergeant and another 
man to examine it higher up. This rive-r has a bed 
of about three hundred yards, though the water ig 
confined to one hundred and fifty: in the mouth is 
a sand island, and several sand-bars. The cnrrent 
is regular and swift, with sand-bars projecting from 
the points. It differs very much from the Platte 
and Quicurre~ in throwing out comparatively littl, 
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'nel. We advancell only four miles in the whole 
day, and encamped on the south. Along both sides 
of the river are high grounds; on the southern side 
pa.rticularly, they form dark bluffs, in which may 
be observed slate and coal intermixed. We also saw 
several villages of barking squirrels; great num
,bers of growse, and three foxes. 
. September 13, Thursday . We made twel ve miles 
to-day, ~hrough a number of sand-bars, which make 
it difficult to finti the proper channel. The hills on 
each side are high, and separated from the river by 
a narrow plain on its borders. On the north, these 
lowlands are covered in pa'rt with timber, and great 
quantities of grapes, which are now ripe: on the 
south we found plenty of plums, but they are not 
yet ripe; and near the dark bluffs, a run tainted 
with alum and copperas; the southern side being 
more strongly impregnated with minerals than tha 
northern. Last night four beaver were caught in 
the traps; a porcupine was shot as it was upon a 
cotton-tree, feeding upon its leaves and branches. 
We encamped on the north side, opposite to a small 
willow island. At night the moschetoes were very 
troublesome, though the weather was cold and rainy 
,and the wind from the north west. 
, Friday, September 14. At two miles we reached 
a round islaml on the northern side; at about five, 
a run on the south; two and a half miles further, a 
small creek; and at nine miles encamped near th~ 
mouth of a creek, on the same side. The sand-bars 
are very numerous, and render the river wide and 
!hallow, and obliged the crew to get into the water 
aud drag the boat over the bars several times. Du-
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just above a small creek, which we called COrTU!, 
having killed an ailimal of that genus neat it. 
Finding that we could not proceed over the sand
bars as fast as we desired, while the boat was so 
heavily loaded, we concluded not to send back, as 
we originally intended, our third periogue, but to 
detail! the soldiers until spring, and in the mean
time lighten the boat by loading the periogue: 
this operation, added to that of drying all our wet 
articles, detained us during the day. Our camp is 
in a beautiful plain, with timber thinly scattered 
for three quarters of a mile, and consisting chiefly 
of elm, cottonwood, some ash of an indifferent qua
lity, and a considerable quantity of a small species 
of white oak; this tree seldom rises higher than 
thirty feet, and branches very much; the bark is 
Tough, thick, and of a light colour; the leaves 
small, deeply indented, and of a pale green; the 
cup which contains the acorn is fringed on the 
~dges, and embraces it about one half; tlle acorn 
itself, which grows ill great profusion, is of an ex
cellent flavour, and has none of the roughness 
which most other acorns possess; they are now fall
ing, and have probably attracted the number of 
deer which we saw on this place, as all the animals 
we have seen are fond of that food. The ground 
having been recently burned by the Indians, is co
vered with young green grass, and in the neigh
bourhood are great quantities of fine plums. We 
killed a few deer for the sake of their skins, which 
we wanted to cover the periogues, the meat beillg 
too poor for food; the cold season coming on, a 
flannel shirt was given to each man, and fresh 
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• and, but its g~neral character is like that of the 
Missouri. Thl:J ru:< mblance was confirmed by the 
sergeant, who ascended about twelve miles; at 
which di~tancf it was about the same width as near 
the month, and the course, which was generally 
west, had been interrupted by islands and sand
bars. The timher consisted chiefly of elm; they saw 
pine burrs, ani sticks of birch were seen floating 
down the river; they had also met with goats, such 
as we have heretOfore seen; great quantities of 
buffaloe, near to which were wolves, some deer, 
and villages of barking-squirrels. At the confluence 
of White river with the Missouri is an excellent 
position for a town; the land rising by three gra
dual ascents, and the neighhou~hood furnishing 
more timber than is usual in this country. After 
passing high dark bluffs on both sides, we reache(l 
the lower point of an island towards the south, at 
the distauce of six miles. The island bears an 
abundance of grapes, and is covered with red ce
dar: it also contains a number of rabbits. At the 
end of this island, which is small, a narrow channel 
separates it from a large sand island, which we 

passed, and encamped, eight miles 011 the north, 
under a high point of land opposite a large creek 
~o the south, on which we observe an unusual quan
tity of timber. The wind was from the northwest 

'. this afternoon, and high, the weather cold, and its 
dreariness increased by the howlings of a number 
Df wolves around us. 
Sep~ember 16, Sunday. Early 'this morning, , 

having reached a convenient spot on the south side, 
and at one mile and", <Juarter distance, we encamped 
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herds of antelopes and buff' aloe ; the last of which 
were in such multitudes, that we cannot exagge
rate in saying, that at a single glance we saw three 
thousand of them before us. Of all the animals we 
had seen, the antelope seems to possess the most 
wonderful fleetness: shy and timorous, they gene
rally repose only on the ridges, which command a 
view of all the approaches of an enemy: the acute
nes:'! of their sig'ht distinguishes the most (Jistant 
danger, the delicate sensibility of their smell de
feats the precautions of concealment, and, when 
alarmed, their rapid career seems more like the 
flight of birds than the movements of an earthly 
'being. After many unsuccessful attempts, captain 
Lewis at last, by winding around the ridges, ap
proached a party of seven, which were on an emi
nence, towards which the wind was unfortunately 
blowing. The only male of the party frequently 
encircled the summit of the hill, as if to ~llnounce 
any danger to the females, who formed a group at' 
the top. Although ,they did not see captain Lewis, 
the smell alarmed them, and they fled when he 
was at the distance of two hUllched years: he im
mediately ran to the sFot where they had been, a 
ravine conce"aled them from him, hut the next mo
ment they appeared on a second ridge, at the dis
tance of three miles. He doubted whether it could' 
be the same, but their number, and the extreme 
rapidity with which they continued 1heir course, 
convinced him that they must have gone with a 
speed equal to that of the most distinguished race
horse; Among our acquisitions to-day was a mule-
4eer, a magpie, the common deer, and bufi'aloe: 
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pow~ler to those who had exhausted their supply • 
.. Monclay, September 16. '''hi 1st some of the 

party were engaged itl the same way as yesterday, 
others were employed iu examining the surround
ipg country. About a quarter of a mile behind our 
camp, and at an elevation of twenty feet above it, 
a plain extends nearly three miles parallel to the 
rivff, and a.hout a mile back to the bills, towards 

. which it gradually ascends. Here we saw a grove 
of plurn4rees loaded with fruit, now ripe, and dif ... 
fuiJlg in nothing from those of the Atlantic states, 
e1:c.ept that the tree is smaller, and more thickly 
set. The ground of the plain is occupied by the 
hurrows of multitudes of barking squirrels, who 
entice hither the wolves of a small kind, hawks, 
and polecats, all of which animals we saw, and pre
sumed that they fed on the squirrel. This plain is 
iQtersected nearly in its whole extent, by deep ra
v4nes, aud steep irregular rising grounds, from one 
to two hundred feet. On ascending the range of 
b.i118 which border the .plain, we saw a second high 
level plain, stretching to the south as far as the eye 
c{)uld reach. To the westward, a high range of 
hills) about twenty miles distant, runs nearly north 
and south, but not to any great extent, as their 
rise and termination is embraced by one view, and, 
they seemed covered with a verdure similar to that 
of the plains. The same view extended over the 
irregular hills which border the northern side of the 
Missouri; all around the country had been recently 
'burned; and a young green grass about four inches 
high covered the ground, which was enlivened by 

YOLo I. f,} 
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ber; the third is nearly of the same size, and con .. 
tains more water, but it scatters its waters over the 
large timbered plain, an:! empties itself into the 
river at three places. These rivers are called by 
the French, Les trQis rivieres des Sioux, the three 
Sioux riyers; and as the Sioux generally cross the 
Missouri at this place, it is called the Sioux pass of 
the three rivers. These streams have the same right 
of asylum, thollgh in a less degree than Pipestoqe 
creek already mentioned. 

Two miles from the island we passed a creek fif .. 
teen yards wide; eight miles further, another 
twenty yards wide; three miles beyond which, is a 
thiro of eighteen yards width, aU on the south side: 
the secon(l, which passes through a high plain, we 
called Elm creek; to the third we gave the name 
of Night creek, having reached it late at night. 
About a mile beyond this is a small island on the 
north side of the ri vel', and is called Lower island, 
as it is situated at the cotnmencement of what is 

r 

]mown by the llame of the Grand Detour, or Great 
Bend of the Missouri. Opposite is a creek on the 
south about ten yards wide, which waters a plain 
where there are great numbers of the prickly pear, 
whi'ch name we gave to the creek. We ellcam l1ed 
on the south, opposite the upper extremity pf the 
island, having made an excellent day's sail of 
twenty.six amI a quarter miles. Our game this 
day consisted chiefly of deer; of these four were 
black tails, one a buck with two main prongs of 
horns. on each side, and forked equally. Large 
herds of buffaloe, elk and goats, were also seen. 

Thursday, September 20. Findingweh~drea'elle(l 
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captain Lewis also saw a hare, and killed a rattle
snake near the burrows of the barki'lg sql1irrels. 

Tuesday, September 18. Having every thing ill 
readiness we proceeded, with [he boat mlH:h light
ened, but the wind being from the N. W. we made 
'but little way. At one mile we reached an island 
in the middle of the river, nearly a mile in length, 
and covered with red cedar; at its estrf'mity a 
small creek comes in from the 110rth; we the~l met 
some sand-bars, and the wind being very high an(l 
aheaq, we encamped on the south, having made 
only seven miles. In addition to the common deer, 
which were in great ahundance, we saw goats, elk.) 
buffaloe, the black-tailed deer; the largE' wolves 
too are very nqmerous,. and have lopg hair with 
coarse fqr, and are of a light <;olour. A !)mall spe
cies of wolf, about the !)ize of a gray fox, was a159 
killed, and proved to be the animal Which we hall 
hitherto mistaken for a fox: there are also many 
PQrcupines, rabbits, and barking sqvirreb in the 

. l1eighbou rhood I. ..' 

September 19. We this day enjoyed a cool clear 
morning, and a wind from the sou theast. We reacher! 
at three miles a bluff on the south, and four miles 
further, the lower point of Prospect island, about 
two and a half miles in length; opposite to this are 
high bluffs" abol,1t eighty feet above the water, be
y~nd ,which are beautiful plains gradually rising as 
they {ecede fr9m the river: these are watered by 
three streams~ wh~ch empty near each o'lher: the 
~rst is about th.rty-five yards wide, the ground on 
its sides high and rich, "ith some timber; the se
cond :,tbout twe\ve ya~ds w~de, but with less tilv 
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iug; we Jumped up, and found that both above 
and below our camp the sand was undermined, 
and falling in very fast: we had scarcely 'got into 
the boats and pushed off, when the bank under 
which we had been lying, fell in, and would cer
tainly have sunk the two periogues if they had re
mained there. By the time we reached the opposite 
shore, the ground of our encampment sunk also. 
,\,Ve formed a second camp for the rest of the night, 
and at daylight proceeded on to the gorge or throat 
of the Great Bend, where we breakfasted. A mall, 
whom we had despatched to step off the distance 
across the head, made it two thousand yards: the 
circuit is thirty miles. During the whole course, 
the land of the bend is low, with occasional bIn ffs; , 
that on the opposite sine, high prairie ground, allli 
long ridges of dark bluffs .. · 'After breakfast, we 
passed through a high prairie Oil the north side, and 
a rich cedar lowland and cedar bluff on the south, 
till we reach::-d a willow island below the mouth of 
a small creek. This 'CfeeI{, called Tyler's river, is 
about thirty-five yards" i<le, comes ill on the south, 
and is at the distance of six miles from the neck ~f 
the Great Bend. Here we found a deer, and the 
skin of a white wolf, left us by our hunters ~head : 
large quantities of different kinds of plover and 
brants are in this neighbourhood, and seen collec~
ing and n;loving towards the south: the cat-fish are 
small, and not in such plenty as we had found them 
below this place. We passed several sand-hare" 
which make the river very shallow Ilnd ahout a 
mile in width, and encamped on the south, at the 
.istance of eleven and a half miles .. 011 each side 
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the Big Bend, we despatched two men with our 
only horse across the neck, to hunt there, and wait 
our arrival at the first creek beyond it. We then 
set Qut with fair weather, ahd the. wind from S.E., 
to make the circuit of the bend. Near the lower 
isiaild the sand-bars are numerous, ; and the river 
shallow. At n:ne and a half miles is a sand island, 
on the southern side. About ten miles beyond it is 
a. small island on the south, opposite to a small creek 
on th~ north. This island, which is near the N.\'V. 
extremity of the bend, is called Solitary island. At 
about eleven mIles Thrther, we encamped on a sand-

. bar, having wade twenty-seven and a half miles. 
Captain Clarke, who early this morning had crossed 
the· neck of the bend, joined us in the evening. At 
the narrowest part. the gorge is composed of high 
and irregular hills of about one hundred and eighty 
or one hundred· and ninety feet in elevation; from 
this descends an unbroken plain over the whole of 

the bend, and the country is separated from it by 
this ridge. Great numbers of buffaloe, elk alllt 
goats, are wandering over these plains, accompa
ni~d by grouse and larks. Captain Clarke saw a 
hare also, on the Great Bend. Of the goats killed 
~Q-day, olle is a female, differing from the male in 
being smaller in size; its horns too are smaller 3n{l 
sPraighter. having one short prong. and no ·black 
about the neck: nOlle of these goats have any 
beard, but are delicately formed, and very bea_u-
·tiful. -

\Fl'idaJ'~ September 21. Between one ami two 
o'clock the sergeant on guard alarmed us, by cry
illg that the Iland-bflr on which we lay was sink. .. 
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trade with the Sioux, the remains of whose camps 
are in great numbers about this pJ~ce. The esta .. 
blishment is sixty or seventy feet square, built with 
red cedar, and picketted in with thf! same mate
rials, The hunters, who had been sent ahearl, joined 
us here. They mention that the hills are washed in 
gullies, in passing over which some mineral.snb .... 
stances had rotted and destroyed their mocCaStDS; 
they had kiUed two deer and a beaver. Atsixteen 
miles distance we ca.me to on the north side at the 
mouth of a smaU creek. The large stones, which 
we saw yesterday on the shores, are now some dis
tance in the river, and render the navigation dan ... 
gerous. . The moschetoes are still numerous in the 
low grounds. 

Sunday, September 23. 'Ve passed, with a light 
hreeze from the southeast, a small island on the 
north. called Goat island; above which is a small 
creek, called by the party Smoke creek, as we 
observed a great smoke to the southwest ()u ap
pfoaching it. At ten miles we came to the lower 
point of a large island, having' passed two small 
willow islands willa sand-hars projecting fr{Jm them. 
This islalld. whicb we called Elk island, is about 
two and a half tniles 101lg, and three quarters of a 
mile wide, situatOO. near the south, and covered 
with cottollwood, the red currant, and grapes. The 
river is here almost "traight for a considerable dis. 
tance, wide and shallow, with many sand-bars. A 
small creek on the north, about sixteen yards wide, 
we called Reuben's creek; as Reuben Fields, one 
?f our men, was the first of the party who reached, 
,to At a short distance above thi.s we encamped fo.r 
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the shore is lined with hard rough gulleystones, 
J;olled from the hills and small brooks. 'the most 
common timber is the cedar, though, in the prai
ries, there are great quantities of the prickly pear. 
From this place we passed several sand-bars, which 
make the river shallow, and about a mile in width. 
At the distance of eleven and a half miles, we en
camped on the north at the lower point of an ancient 
island, which has since been connected with the 
main land by the filling up of the northern channel, 
and is now covered with cottonwood. We here saw 
some trac1{s of Indians, but they appeared three or 
four weeks old. This day was warm. 

September 22. A thick fog detained us until 
seven o'clock; our course was through inclined 
prairies on each side of the river, crowded with 
buffaWe. We halted at a point on the north side, 
near a high bluff on the south, and took a meridian 
altitude, which gave us the latitude of 44° 11' 33.~". 
Qn renewing our course, we reached first a small 
islaml on the south, at the distance of four arid a 
half miles, immediately above which is another 
island opposite to a creek fifteen yards wide. Thii 
creek, and the two islands, one of which is half a 
mile long, and the second three miles, are called 
the Three Sisters: a beautiful plain extending on 
both sides of the river. This is followed by an island 
on the north, called Cedar island, about one mile 
and a half in length, and the same distance in 
breadth, and deriving its name from the quality of 
the tJmber. 011 the south side of this island is a fort 
and a large trading house, built by a Mr. Loisel, 
Who wintered here during' the last year~ in order 10 
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isl~nd on the north, which we called Good-humoured 
island; it is about ~ne and a half miles long, and 
ahounds in elk. At thirteen and a half miles we 
anchored, one hundred ya'rds. off the mouth of a 
river 011 the south side, where we were joined by 
both the periogues, and encamped: two thirds of 
the party remain~d on board, and the rest went as 
a guard on the shore with the cooks and one peri
ogue; we have seen along the sides of the hills 011 

t11e north, a great deal of stone; besides the elk, 
we also observed a hare; the five Indians, whom 
,ve had seen, followed us, and slept with the guard 
011 shore. Finding one of them was a chief, we 
smoked with him, and made him a present of to
bacco. This river is about seventy yards wide, and 
has a considerable current. As the tribe of the 
Sioux, which inhabit it, are called Teton, we gave 
it the name of Teton river. 

CHAP.IY. 

Council held with tbe Tetons--Their manner~, dances, &c.-Chayennc Rive_ 

C~unciJ held with the Ricam Indians---Their manners and habits---Strange 

instance of Ricara idol"try---Allother in,tann~---C"nnonhall river---Arrival 

among the Mandans---Charact~r of tbe surrollnding country, and of the 
creeks, islands, &c. 

September 25. THE morning was fine, and the 
wind continued from the southeast. We raiserl a 
flagstaff and an awning, under which we assem
bled at t'welve o'clock, with all the party parading 
under arms. The chiefs and warriors, from the camp 
two miles up the river, met us, about fifty or sixty 

• 
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the night, having made twenty miles. The coun
try generally consists of low, rich timbered ground 
011 the north, and high barren lands on the south: 
on both sides great numbers of buffaloe are feeding. 
III the evening three boys of the Sioux nation swam 
across the river, and informed us, that two parties 
of Sioux were encamped on the next river, one con
sisting of eighty, and the second of sixty lodges, at 
some distance above. After treating them kindly, 
we sent them back, with a present of two carrots 
of tobacco to their chiefs, whom we invited to a 
conference in the morning. 

Monday, September 24. The wind was from the 
east, and the day fair; we SOOIl passed a handsome 
prairie on the north side, covered with ripe plums, 
and the mouth of a creek on the south, called High
water creek, a little above our encampment. At 
about five miles we reached an island, two and a 
half miles in length,and situated near the south. 
Here we were joined by one of our hunters, who 
procured four elk; but whilst he was in pursuit of 
the game the Indians had stolen his horse. We left 
the island, and soon overtook five Indians on the 
shore: we anchored, and told them from the boat 
we were friends, and wished to continue so, but 
were not afraid of any Indians; that some of their 

, young men had stolen the horse which their great 
Jather had sent for their great chief, and that we 

. ~ould not treat with them until he was restored .. 
They said that they knew nothing of the horse, but 
if he had been taken he should be given up. We 
went on, and, at eleven and a half miles, passed an 

VO.L. r. 
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squaws, but warriors; that we were sent by our 
great father, who could in a moment exterminate 
them: the chief replied, that he too had warriors, 
and was proceeding to offer personal violence to . 
captain Clarke, who immediately drew his' sword, 
a.nd made a signal to the boat to prepare for action. 
The Indians, who surrounded him, drew their ar
rows from thtlir quivers, and were bending their 
bows, when the swivel in the boat was instantly 
pointed towards them, and twelve of our most de.,. 
termined men j urnped into the periogue, and joined 
captain Clarke. This movement made an impres.,. 
sion on them, for the grand chief ordered the young 
men away from the periogue, and they withdrew 
and held a short council with the warriors. Being 
unwilling to irritate them, captain Clarke then 
went forward, and offered his hand to the first and 
second chiefs, who refused to take~ it. He then 
turned from them, and got into the periogue; but 
he had not got more than ten paces, when both the 
chiefs, and two of the warriors, waded in after him, 
and he brought them on board. We thep proceeded 
on for a mile, and anchored off a willow island, 
which, from the circumstances which had just oc:
curred, we called Bad-humoured island. 

Wednesday, September 26. Our conduct yes:
terday seemed to have inspired the Indians with 
fear of us, and as we were desirous of cultivating 
their acquaintance, we complied with their wish, 
that we should give them an opportunity of treat
ing us well, and also suffer their squaws and cbil~ 
dren to see us and our boat, which would be per
fectly new to them. Accprdingly, after pflssing at 
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in number, and after smoking delivered thc;m a 

speech; but as our Sioux interpreter, Mr. Durion, 

had been left with the Yallktons, we were obliged 

to make use of a Frenchman, who could not speak 

fluently, and therefore we curtailed our harangue. 

After this we went through the ceremony of ac

knowledging the chiefs, by giving to the grand 

chief a medal, a flag of the United States, a laced 

uniform coat, a cocked hat and feather: to the two 

other chiefs, a medal and some small presents; anti 

to two warriors of consideration, certificates. The 

name oftbe great chief is Untongasabaw, or Black 

Buffaloe; the second Tortohonga, or the Partisan; 

the third Tartongawaka, or Buffaloe l\fedicine: 

the name of one of the warriors was Wa w~inggo; 

that of the second Matocoquepa, or Second Bear. 

We then invitt?d the chiefs 011 board, and showe(l 

them the boat, the air-gun, and such curiosities as 

we thought might amuse them: ill this we suc

~eeded too well; for after giv~lJg them a quarter of 

I glass of whiskey, which they seemed to like very 

much, and sucked the bottle, it was with much dif

lCUIty that we could get rid of them. They at last 

Iccompanied captain Clarke on shore, in a periogue 

with five men: but it seems they had formed a de

lign to stop us; for no sooner had the party landed 
;han three of the Indians seized th'e cable of the 

~eriogue, and one of the soldiers of the chief put 

lis arms round the mast: the second chief, who 
tffected intoxkation, then said, that we should not 

~o on, that they had not received presents enough 

~l'om us: captain Clarke told him, that he would 

Ilo,t be prevented from going on; that we were not 
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delicate parts of the dog, which was cooked for the 
festival, and held it to the flag by way of sacrifice: 
this done, he held up the pipe of peace, and first 
pointed it towards the heavens, then to the four 
quarters of the globe, and then to the earth, made 
a short speech, lighted the pipe, and presented it to 
us. We smoked, and he again harangued his peo
ple, after which the repast was served up to us. It 
consisted of the dog which they had just been cook· 
ing, this being a great dish among the Sioux, and 
useel on all festivals; to this were added, pemiti
gon, a dish made of buffaloe meat,· dried or jerked, 
and then pounded and mixed raw with grease and 
a kind of ground potatoe, dressed like the prepa
ration of Indian corn called hominy, to which it is 
little inferior. Of all these luxuries, which were 
placed before us in platters with horn spoons, we 
took the pemitigon and the potatoe, which we found 
good, but we could as yet partake but sparingly of 
the dog. 'Ye eat and smoked for an hour, when it 
became dark: every thing was then cleared away 
for the dance, a large fire being made in the cen
tre of the house, giving at once light and warmth 
to the ball-room. The orchestra was composed of 
about ten men, who played on a sort of tambourin, 
formed of skin stretched across a hoop; and made 
a jingling noise with a long stick to which the hoofs 
of deer and goats were hung; the third instrument 
was a small skin bag with pebbles in it: these, with 
five or six young men for the vocal part, made up 
the band. The women then came forward, highly 
decorated; some with poles in their hands, on which 
were hung the scalps of their enemies; others witb 
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one and a half mile, a small willow island, and se
veral sand-bars, we came to on the south side, 
where a crowd of men, women and children, were 
waiting to receive us. Captain Lewis went on 
shore, and remained several hours; and observing 
that their disposition was friendly, we resolved to 
remain during the night to a dance, which they 
were preparing for us. Captains Lewis and Clarke. 
who went on shore one after the other, were met on 
landing by ten well dressed young men, who took 
them up in a robe, highly decorated, and carried 
them to a large council-house, where they were 
placed on a dressed bufl'aloe skin, by the side of the 
grand chief. The hall, or council-room, was in the 
shape of three quarters of a circle, covered at the 
top amI sides with skins well dresse<l and sewed 
together. Under this shelter sat about seventy men, 
forming a circle round the chief, ~fore whom were 
»laced a Spanish flag, and the one we had given 
them yesterday. This left a vacant circle of about 
six feet diameter, in which the pipe of peace was 
raised on two forked sticks, about six or eight inches 
from the ground, and under it the down of the swan 
was scattered: a large fire, in which they were 
cooking provisions, stood near, and in the centre 
about four hundred pounds of exdellent bufl'aloe 
meat, as a present for us. As soon as we were seated, 
an old man. got up, and after approving what we 
had done, beggeCl us to take pity on their unfor
tunate situation. To this we replied with assurances 
of protection. After he had (:!easeil, the great chief 
rose, and delivered an harangue to the same effect: 
then with great solemnity he topk some of the "Illost 
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out of the fire: a buffaloe robe, held in one hand 
and beaten with the other, by several orthe com
pany, suppliell the place of the lost drum or tam
bourin, and no notice was taken of the offensive 
conduct of the man. We staid till twelve o'clock 
at night, when we informed the chiefs, that they 
must be fatigued with all these attempts to amuse 
us, and retired, accompanied by four chiefs, two of 
whom spent the night with us 011 board. 

While on shore we saw twenty-five squaws, and 
about the same number of ohildren, who had been 
taken prisoners two weeks ago, in a battle with 
their countrymen, the Mahas. In this engagement 
the Sioux: destroyed forty lodges, killed seventy .. 
five men, of whom we saw many of the scalps, and 
took these prisoners; their appearance is wretched 
and dejected; the women too seem low ill stature; 
coarse and ugly, though their present condition 
may diminish their beauty. We gave them a va'" 
riety of small articles, such as awls al}d needles, 
and interceded for them with the chiefs) to whom 
we recommended to follow the advice of their great 
father, to restore the prisoners, and live in peace 
with the Mahas, which they promised to do. 

The tribe which we this day saw, are a part of 
the great Sioux nation, and are known by the name 
of the Teton Okandandas: they are about two 
hundred men in number, and their chief residen.ce 
is on both sides of the Missouri, between the Chay
enne and Teton rivers. In their persons they are 
rather ugly and ill made, their legs amI arms being 
too small, their cheek-bones high, and their eyes 
projecting. The fernales l with the sa'me charactef 
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gnns, spears, or different trophies, taken in war by 
their husbands, brothers, or connexions. Having 
arranged themselves in two columns, one on each 
side of the fire, as soon as the music began they 
danced towards each other till they met in the cen
tre, when the rattles were shaken, and they all 
shouted and returned back to their places. They 
have no step, but shuffie along the ground; nor 
does the music appear to be any thing more than a. 
confusion of noises, distinguished only by hard or 
gentle blows upon the buffaloe-skin: the song is 
perfectly extemporaneous. In the pauses of the 
dance, any man of the company comes forward and 
recites, ill a sort of low guttural tone, some little 
story or incident, which is either martial or ludi
crous; or, as was the case this evening, voluptuous 
and indecent; this is taken up by the orchestra and 
the dancers, who repeat it in a higher strain, and 
dance to it. Sometimes they alternate; the orches
tra first performing, and when it ceases, the women 
raise their voices, and make a music more agree
able, that is, less intolerable than that of the musi
cians. The dances of the men, which are always 
separate from those of the women, are conducted 
very nearly in the same way, except that the men 
jump up and down instead of shuffling; and in the 
war dances the recitations are all of a military cast. 
The harmony of the ~ntertainment had nearl y been 
disturbed by one of the musicians, who thinking he 
had 110t received a due share of the tobacco we had 
distributed during the evening, put himself into a 
passion, broke one of the drums, threw two of them • 
into the fire, and left the band. They were taken 
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girdle both before and behind: from the hip to the 
anele he is covered by leggings of dressed antelope 
skins, with seams at the sides two inches in width; 
and ornamented by little tufts of hair, the produce. 
of the scalps they have made in war, which are 
scattered down the leg. The winter moccasins are 
of dressed buffaloe-skin, the hair being worn in
wards, and soaled with thick elk-skin parchment: 
those for Ilummer are of deer or elk-skin, dressed 
without the hair, and with soals of elk-skin. 011 
great occasions, or wherever they are in full dress, 
the young men drag after them the entire skin of 
a polecat fixed to the heel of the moccasin. Another 
skin of the same animal is either tucked into the 
girdle, or carried in the hand, and serves as a pouch 
for their tobacco, or what the French traders call 
the bois roule : this is the inner bark of a species of 
red willow, which being dried in the sun, or over 
the fire, is rubbed between the hands and broken 
into small pieces, and is used alone, or mixed with 
tobacco. The pipe is generally of red earth, the 
stem made of ash, about three or four feet long, 
and highly decorated with feathers, ha~r and por:-
cupipe quills.· . 

The hair of the women is suffered to grow long, 
and is parted from the forehead across the head, at 
the back of which it is either collected into a kind 
of bag, or hangs down over the shoulders. Their 
moccasins are like those of the men, as are also the 
leggings, which do not however reach beyond the 
knee, where it is met by a long loose shift of skin, 
which reaches nearly to the aneles: this is fastene'" 
ever the shoulders by a string, and has no sleeves, 

) 
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of form, are more handsome; and both sexes appear 
cheerful and sprightly; but in our intercourse with 
them we discovered that they were cunning and 
vicious. 

The men sha-ve the hair off their heads, except 
a small tuft on the top, which they suffer to grow, 
and wear in plaits over the shoulders; to this they 
seem much attache~ as the loss of it is the usual 
sacrifice at the death of near relations. In full 
dress, the men of consideration wear a hawk's fea
ther, or calumet feather worked with porcupine 
quills, ami fastened to the top of the head, from 
which it falls back. The face and body are gene
ralry painted with.a mixture of grease and coral. 
Over the shoulders is a loose robe or mantle of buf .. 
faloe skin dressed white, adorned with porcupine 
quills, loosely fixed, so as to make a jingling noise 
when in motion, and painted with various uncouth 
figures, unintelligible to us, but to them embler 
matic of military exploits, or any other incident; 
the hair of the robe is worn next the skin in fair 
weather, but when it rains the hair is put outside, 
and, the robe is either thrown over the arm, or 
wrapped round the body, all of which it may c.over, 
Under this, in the winter season, they wear a kiud 
of shirt resembling ours, made either of skin or 
cloth, and covering the arms and body. Round 
the middle is fixed a girdle pf cloth, or procme(l 
dressed elk--skin, about an inch in width, and closely 
tied to the body; tQ this is attached a piece of 
doth, or blanket, or skin, about a foot wide, which 
passes between the legs, and is tucked under the 

VOL. :r. i 
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that this man was an officer well known to this and 
many other tribes. His duty is to keep the peace, 
and the whole interior police of the village is COil. 

fided to two or three of these officers, who are named 
by the chief, and remain in power some days, at 
least till the chief appoints a successor; they seem 
to be a sort of constable or sentinel, since they are 
always on the watch to keep tranquillity during' 
the day, and guarding the camp in the night. The 
short duration of their office is compensated by its 
aythority: his power is supreme, and in the'sup
pression of any riot or disturbance no resistance to 
him is suffered: his person is sacred, and if, in the 
execution of his duty, he strikes even a chief of the 
second class, he cannot be punished for this salutary 
iusolence. In general they accompany the person 
of the chief, and when ordered to any duty, how
ever dangerous, it is a point of honour rather to die 
than to refuse obedience. Thus, when theyattempt
ed to stop us yesterday, the chief ordered one of 
these men to take possession of the boat; he imme
diately put his arms round the mast, and, as we 
understood, no force, except dIe command of the 
chief, would have induced him to release his hold. 
Like the other men their bodies are blacl{ened, bat 
their distinguishing mark is a collection of two or 
three raven skins fastened to the girdle behind the 
back in such a way, that the tails stick out hori
zontally from the body. On his head too is a raven 
skin split into two parts, and tied so as to let the 
beak project from the forehead. 

Thursday, September 27. We rose early, and 
the two chiefs took off, as a matter of course, and 
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but a few pieces of the skin hang a short distan.ce 
round the arm. Sometimes a girdle fastens this skin 

.round the waist, and over all is thrown a robe like 
·that worn by the men. They seem fond of dress. 
Their lodges are very neatly constructed, in the 

'same form as those of the Yanktons; they consist 
of about one hundred cabins, made of white buffa
loe hide dressed, with a larger olle in the centre for 
holding councils and dances. They are built round 
with poles, about fifteen or twenty feet high, co
vered with white skins; these lodges may be taken 
to pieces, packed up, and carried with the nation 
wherever they go, by dogs which bear great bur
dens. The women are chiefly employed in dressing 
buffaloe-skins: they seem perfectly well disposed, 
but are addicted to stealing any thing which they 
can .take without being observed. This nation, 
although it makes so many ravages among its 
neighbours, is badly supplied with guns. The water 
which they carry with them, is contained chiefly 
in the paunches of deer and other animals, and they 
make use of wooden bowls. Some had their heads 
shaved, which we found was a species of mourning 
for their relations. Another usage, on these occa
sions, is to run arrows through the flesh, both above 
and below the elbow. 

While on shore to-day, we witnessed a quarrel 
between two squaws,' which appeared to be grow
ing every moment more boisterous, when a man 
came forward, at whose approach everyone seemed 
terrified and ran. He took the squaws, and withoui 
?ny ceremony whipped them severely: on inquiring 
Into the nature of iuch summary justice, we learned 
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our anchor obliged us to come near to a falling 
bank, very unfavourable for defence. We were 
not mistaken in these opinions; for when in the 
morning, 

Friday, September 28, after dragging unsuc-' 
cessfully for the anchor, we wished to set sail, it 
was with great difficulty that we could make the 
chiefs leave the boat. At length we got rid of all, 
except the great chief; when just as we were set
ting out, several of the chief's soldiers sat on the 
rope which held the boat to the shore. Irritated at 
this, we got every thing ready to fire on them, if 
they persisted; but the great chief said, that these 
were his soldiers, and only wanted some tobacco. 
'Ve had already refused a flag, and some tobacco, 
to the second chief, who had demanded it with 
great importunity; but willing to leave them with
out going to extremities, we threw him a carrot of 
tobacco, saying to him, or You have told us, that 
you were a great man, and have influence; now 
show your influence, by taking the rope from those 
men, and we will then go on without any further 
trouble." This appeal to his pride had the desired 
effect; he went out of the boat, gave the soldiers 
the tobacco, and pulling the rope out of their hands, 
delivered it on board, and we then set sail under a 
breeze from the S.E. After sailing about two miles, 
we observed the thinl chief beckoning to us: we 
took him on board, and he informed us, that the 
rope had been held by the order of the second chief, 
who was a double-faced man. A little farther on, 
we were joined by the son of the chief, who came 
on board to see his father. On his return we sent a 
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aeeordingt.o their custom, the blanket on which 
they had slept. To this we added a peck of corn, 
as a present to each. Captain Lewis and the chiefs 
went on shore, to see a part of the nation that was 
'expected, but did not come. He returned at two 
o'clock, with four of the chiefs, and a warrior of 
distinction, called Wadrapa, (or On his guard): 
they' examined the boat, and admired whatever 
was strange, during half an hour, when they left it 
with great re,luctance. Captain Clarke accompa
nied them to the lodge of the grand chief, who in
'vited them to a dance, where, being joined by 
captain Lewis, they remained till a late hour. The 
-dance was very similar to that of yesterday. About 
twelve we left them, taking the second chief, and 
one principal warrior, on board: as we came near 
the boat the man, who steered the perioguE', by mis
t-ake, brought her broadside against the boat's 
.cable, and broke it. We called up all hands to 
their oars; but our noise alarmed the two Indians: 
they called out to their companions, and imme ... 
diately the whole camp crowded to the shore; but 
after half an hour they returned, leaving abOllt 
sixty men near us. The alarm given by the chiefs 
was said to be, that the Mahas hail attackeil us, 
and that they were desirous of assisting us to repel 
it; but we suspected that they were afraid we 
meant to set sail, and intended to prevent us from 
doing so; for in the night the Maha prisoners had 
told one of our men, who understood the language, 
that we were to be stopped. We, therefore, with
out giving any indication of our suspicion, pre-

-pared every thing for an attack, as the loss of 
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to substitute large stones in the place of the anchol' 

which we lost. 
September 30. The wind was this morning very 

high from the southeast, so that we were obliged 
to proceed under a double-reefed mainsail. through 
the rain. The country presented a large low prai
rie, covered with timber on the north side; on the 
south, we first had high barren hills. but after some 
miles it became of the same character as that on 
the opposite side. We had not gone far when an 
Indian ran after us, and begged to be carried on 
board as far as the Ricaras. which we refused: 
~oon after, we discovered on the hills at a distance, 
a great number of Indians, who came towards the 
river, and encamped ahead of us. We stopped at a. 
sand-bar, at about eleven miles. and after break .. 
fasting proceeded on a short distance to their camp, 
'Which consisted of about four hundred souls. We 
anchored one hundred yards from the shore. and 
discovering that they were Tetons. belonging to 
tl1e band which we had just left. we told them that 
we took them by the hand, and would make each 
chief a present of tobacco; that we had been badly 
treated by some of their band. and that having 
waited for them two days below, we could not stop 
here, but referred them to Mr. Durion for our talk 
and an explanation of our views: they then apolo. 
gized for what had past, assured us that they were 
friendly, and very desirous that we should land and 
eat with them; this we refused, but sent the peri ... 
ogue on shore with the tobacco, which was deli
vered to one of the soldiers of the chief, whom we 
bad on board. Several of them now ran along the 
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speech to the nation, explaining what we had done, 
and advising them to peace; but if they persiste<l 
in their attempts to stop us, we were willing and 
able to defend ourselves. After making six miles, 
during which we passed a willow island on the 
south, and one sand-bar, we encamped on another, 
in the middle of the river. The country on the south 
side was a low prairie, that on the north highland. 

September 29. We set out ea-rl y, but were again 
impeded by sand-bars, which made the river shal
low; the weather was however fair; the land on 
the north side low, and covered with timber con
trasted with the bluffs to the south. At nine o'clock 
we saw the second chief and two women and three 
men on shore, who wished us to take two women 
offered by the second chief to make friends, which 
was refused; he then requested us to take them to 
the other baml of their nation, who were on the 
river not far from us: this we declined, but in 
spite of our wishes they followed us along shore. 
The chief asked us to give them some tobacco; 
this we did, and gave more as a present for that part 
of the nation which we did not see. At seven and a 
half miles we came to a small creek on the southern 
side, where we saw great numbers of elk, and which 
we called Notimber creek, from its bare appearance. 
Above the mouth of this stream, a Ricara band of 
Pawnees had a village five years ago: but there 
are no remains of it, except the mound which en
circled the town. Here the second chief went on 
ilhore. We then proceeded, and at the distance of 
eleven miles encamped on the lower part of a wil-
1pw ~slapd, illthe middle of the river, being obliged 
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(lJide of the river ~ there ar~, however, no remnants 
of it now, except a circular wall three or four feet 
in height, which encompassed the town. Two miles 
beyond this island is a river coming in from tlle 
southwest, about four hundred yards wide; tho 
current gentle, and discharging not much water, 
and very little sand: it takes its rise in the second 
range of the Cote Noire, or Black mountains, and 
its general course is nearly east: this river has been 
occasionally called Dog river, under a mistaken 
opinion that its French name was Chien, but its 
true appellation is Chayenne, and it derives this 
title from the Chayenne Indians: their history is 
the short and melancholy relation of the calamities 
of almost all the Indians. They were a numerous 
people, and lived on the Chayenne, a branch of 
the Red river of Lake Winnipeg, The invasion of 
the Sioux drove them westward; in their progress 
they halted on the southern side of the Missouri, 
below the Warrecolllle, where their ancient fortifi
cations still exist; but the same impulse again 
drove them to the heads of the Chayepne, where 
they now rove, and occasionally visit the Ricaras. 
They are now redq.ced, but still number three 
hundred men. 

Although the river did not seem to throw out 
much sand, yet near and above its mouth we find 
a great many sand- bars, difficult to pass. On both 
sides of the Missouri, near the Chayenne, are rich 
thinly-timbered low lands, behind which are bare 
hills_ As we proceeded, we found that the sa~d
bars made the river so shallow, and the wind was 
10 high, that we could scarcely find the (:h~nnel, 
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shore after us, but the £hief threw them a twist of 
tobacco, and told them to go back, amI open their 
.ears to our counsels; on which they imtnediately 
returned to their lodges. We then proceeded past 
a continuation of the low prairie on th e north, where 
we had larg.e quantities of grapes, a11(l on the south 
saw a small creek and an island. Six miles abov!Z 
this, two 111(1ians came to the bank, looked at lJS 

about half an hour, and then went without speaking 
over the hills to the southwest. After some time. 
the wind rose still higher, and the boat struck a 
log, tu.rned, and was very near taking in water. 
'f~e .chief became so much terrified at the danger, 
that he hid himself in the boat, and as soon as W~ 
landed got his gun, and told us that he wanted to 
.return, that we would now see no more Tetolls, 
and that we might proceed llumolested: we re
-peated the advice we had already given, present eel 
,him with a blanket, a knife, some tobacco, aml 
after smoking with him he set out. We then con
·tinued to a sand-bar on the north side, where we 
~-ncamped, having come twenty and a half miles~ 
.In the course of the day we saw a number of sand
bars, which impede the navigation. The only ani
mal which we observed, was the white gull, then 
in great abll1lda~ce. 

October 1.st, 1.804. The weather was very cold, 
and the wind high from the south-east during. the 
nig'lft, and continued so this morning~ At three 
miles distance, we had passed a large island in the 
middle of .the river, opposite to the lower end of 
which the Ricaras qnce had a village, on the south 

"QL.I. 'f 



120 Ll<~WIS kND ClARKE'S E'XPEDITION 

branches, one coming from the south, the other at 
forty leagues from the junction enters the Black 
mountains. The land which it waterS', from the 
:Missouri to the Black" mountains, resembles the 
country on the NIi~souri, except that the fonner 
has even less timber, and of that the greater pro
portion is cedar. The Chayennes reside chiefly on 
the heads of the river, and steal horses from the 
Spanish settlement; a plundering excursion,which 
they perform in a month's time. Th~Black moun. 
tains, he observes, are very high, covered with. 
great quantities of pine, and in some parts the snow 
remains during the summer. There are also great 
qnantities of goats, white bear, prairie cocks; and 
a species of animal which from his- description 
mnst resemble a small elk, with large circular 
horns. 

At two and a half miles we had passed a willow 
island on the south, on the north side of the river 
were dark bluffs, and on the south low, rich prai
JiE's~ ""Ve took a meridian altitude on our arrival at 
the upper enrl of the isthmus of the bend, which we 
called the Lookout bend, and found the latitude to 
be 44° 19' ~6". 'fhis bend is nearly twenty miles 
round, and not more than two milesaeross. 

In the afternoon we heard a shot fired; and' U(}t 

long after observed some Indians on a hill: one of 
them ~ame to the shore, and wished us to lmid; as 
there were twenty lodges of Yanktonsor Boisbtule 
there; we declined doing so, telling him, that we 
had already seen his chiefs, and that they might 
learn from Mr. Durion, the nature of the talk we 
'had delivered to them. At nine miles we came to 

--'"' -: 
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and at one place were forced to drag the boat over 
a sand-bar, the Missouri being very wide, and fall
ing a little. At seven and a half miles we came to 
at a point, and remained three hours, during which 
time the wind abated: we then passed within four 
miles two creeks on the south, one of which we 
called Celltinel creek, and the other Lookout creek. 
This. part of the river has but little timber; the 
hills are not so high as we have hitherto seen, and 
the number of sand-bars extends the river to more 
than a mile in breadth. We continued about four 
and a half miles further, to a sand-bar in the mid
dle of the river, where we spent the night, our 
progress being sixteen miles. On the opposite shore 
we saw a house among the willows, and a boy, to 
whom we called, a.n<l brought him on board. He 
proved to be a young Frenchman, in the employ 
of a Mr. Valle, a trader, who is now here pursuing 
his commerce with the Sioux. 

Tuesday, October 2. There had been a violent 
wind from the S.E. during the night, which having 
moderated, we set sail with Mr.Valle, who visited 
us this morning, and accompanied us for two miles. 
He is one of the three French traders who have 
halted here, expecting the Sioux, who are coming 
down from the Ricaras, where they now are, for 
the purposes of traffic. Mr. Valle tells us, that he 
passed the last winter three hundred leagues up 
the Chayeuue, under the Bla~k mountains. - That 
,river he represents as very rapid, liable to sudden 
ewells, the bed and shores formed of coarse gravel, 
and difficult of ascent even for canoes. One hun
dred leagues from ib mouth it divides into tWQ 
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were the white gulls and the brant, which were 
flying to the southward in large flocks. 

Thursday, 4th. On examination we fO'lmrl, that 
there was no outlet practicable for us in this chan~ 
nel, and that we must retread our steps. We there
fore returned three miles, and attempted another 
channel, in which we were more fortunate. The 
Indians were in small numbers on the shore, and 
seemed willing, had they been more numerous, to 
molest us. They called to desire that we would 
land, and one of them gave three yells, and fired 
a ball ahead of the boat: we however took no notice 
of it, but landed on the south to breakfast. One of 
these Indians swam across, and begged for some 
powder, we gave him a piece of tobacco only. At 
eight and a half miles we had passed an island in 
the middle of the river, which we called Goodhope 
island. At one and a half mile we reached a creek 
on the south side, about twelve yards wide, to which 
we gave the name of Teal creek. A little above 
this is an island, on the north side of the current, 
about one and a half mile in length, and three quar
ters of a mile in breadth. In the centre of this island 
is an old village of the Ricaras, called Lahoocat; 
it was surrounded by a circular wall, containing 
seventeen lodges. The Ricaras are known to have 

"lived there in 17~7, and the village seems to have 
been deserted about five year~ silice: it does not 
contain much timber. We encamped on a sand-bar 
making out from the upper end of this island: our 
journey to-day being twelve miles. 

Friday, October 5. The weather was very cold: 
yeiterday evenin~, and, this morning there was a 
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the lower point of a long island on the north, the 
banks of the south side of the river being high, 
1hos~ of the ndrth formilig a low rich prairie. We 
ooasted. along this island, which we called Caution 
island, and after passing a small creek on the south, 
encamped on a salldbar in the middle of the river, 
having made twelve miles. The wind changed to 
the northwest, and became very high and cold. 
The current of the river is less rapid, and the water, 
tTlOugh of the same colour, contains less sediment 
than below the Chayenne, but its width continues 
the same. We were not able to hunt to-day; for 
as thete are so mauy Indians in the neighbourhood, 
we were in constant expectation of being attacked, 
and were therefore forced to keep the party toge ... 
t'her, and be on our guard. 

Wednestlay, October 3. The wind continued so 
high from:the northwest, that we could not set out 
tili after seven: we then proceeded till twelve 
o'clhck, amI landed on a bar towards the south, 
where' we examined· the periogues, and the. fore
castle of the boat, and found that the mice ha'd cut 
several bags of corn, alid spoiled some of our clothes: 
abOut one o'clock an Indian came running to the 
'shore~with a turkey on his back: several other~ 
soon joined him, but we had no intercourse with 
them. We then went on for three miles, but the 
as~ent SOOI1 became so obstructed by sand-bars and 
shoal water, that after attempting in vain several 
cliannels, we determined to rest for the night under 
some high bluffs ou the south, and send out to ex
. mnine-the best channel. We had made eight miles 
ah>llg high bluffs on each side. The birds we saw 
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sists of about eighty lodges, of .an .octagon form, 
neatly cover<:d with earth, placed as close to each 
other as possible, and picketed round. The skin 
canoes, mats, buckets, and ar~icles of furniture 
found in the lodges, induce us to su.ppose that it 
:had been left in the spring. "Ve found thr-ee dif
ferent ,soris of squashes growing in .the village; we 
also ,killed an elk near it, and saw two woIves. _On 
leaving the villageihe riv,er bec~e shallow, and 
after searching a long time for the main channel" 
which was concealed among sand,.,bars, ,we.at last 
dragged the boat over one of them, rather than go 
.back three miles for the deepest channel. At four
teen and a half miles we .stopped for the .night on a 
sand.-bar,opposite a creek on ,the north, called Ot
ter creek, twenty-hyo yards in width, aud contain
ing more water than is common for creeks of that 
size. The sides of the river, duripg the day, are 
variegated with high bluffs ani! low timbered 
grounds on the banks: the rirer is very much ob
structed-by sand-bars. Vve saw geese, swans, brants 
and ducks of different kinds on the sand-bars, and 
on shore numbers of the prairie hen; the magpie 
too is very common, but the gulls and plover, which 
',we saw in such numbers below, are now quite rare. 

Sunday, October 7. There was frost again last 
evening, and this morning was cloudy and attended 
with rain. At two miles we came to the mouth of 
a river, called, by the Ricaras, Sawawkawna, or 
Pork river: the party, who examined it for about 
:three miles up, say, that its current is gentle, an~ 
that it does not seem to throw ollt much s{lnd. Its 
.$ourceB are in the first range of the .Black moun-
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white frost. We sailed along the highlands on the 
north side, passing a small creek on ~he south, be
tween three and four miles. At seven o'clock we 
heard some yells, and saw three Indians of the 
Teton b:;md, who asked us to come on shore, and 
begged for some tobacco, to all which we gave 
the saine answer as hitherto. At eight miles we 
reached a small creek on the north. At fourteen 
we passe~ an island on the south, covered with wild 
rye, and at the head a large creek comes in from 
the south, which we named Whitehrant creek, from 
8eei~g several white brants among flocks of dark
coloured one~. At the distance of twenty miles we 
came to on a sand-bar towards the north side of the 
river, with a willow island opposite; the hills or 
bluffs come to the banks of the river on both sides, 
but are not so high as they are below: the river 
itself however continues of the same width, and the 
sand-bars are quite as numerous. The soil of the 
banks is dark coloured, and many of the bluffs have 
the appearance of being on fire. Our game this 
day was a deer, a prairie wolf, and some goats out 
of a flock that was swimming across the river. 

Saturday, October 6. The morning was still cold, 
the wind being from the north. At eight miles we 
came to a willow island on the north, opposite a 
point of timber, where there are many large stones 
near the middle of the river, which seem to have 
been washed from the hills and high plains on botb 
sides, or driven from a distance down the stream. 
At twelve miles we haIted for dinner, at a village 
which we suppose to have belonged to the Ricaras: 
it is s~tqate4 i~~ n low plain on the river, and COll-
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on the south, then a small willow island, which 
divides the current equally; and at [our and a half 
miles came to a river on the southern side where we 
halted. This river, which our meridia:u altitude 
fi xes at 450 39' f'>" north latitude, is called by the 
Ricaras Wetawhoo; it rises in the Black mountaills, 
and its hed, which flows at the mouth over a low 
soft slate stone, is one hundred and twenty yards 
wille, but the water is now confined within twenty 
yards, amI is not very rapid, discharging mud with 
a. small proportion of sand: here as in every bertd 
of the river, we again observe the red benies re
sembling currants, which we meritioned before. 
Two miles above the Wetawhoo, and on the same 
side, is a small river called Maropa by the Indian~; 
it is twenty yards in width, bl!-t so damnied up by 
mu(t that the stream creeps through a channel 01 
not more than an inch in diameter, and discharge! 
:no sand. One mile further we reached an island 
close to the southern shore, from which it is sep~· 
rated by a deep channel of sixty yards. Abdut hall 
way a number of Ricara Indians carrie out to seE 
tls. _. We stopped and took a Frenchman on board: 
who accompanieii. us past the isl'and to our camp or 
the north side of the river, "hich is at the distanc. 
of twelve miles from that of yesterd~y. Captliir 
Lewis then returned with four of the party to se. 
the village; it is situated in the centre of the island 
near the southern sbore, under the foot of SOIDI 

high, bald, uneven liills, and contains about sixt; 
lodges. The island itself is three miles long, an. 
covered with fields in which the Indians raise com 
beans, and potatoes. Several Frenchmen iivilll 
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tains, and though it has now only water of twenty 
yards width, yet when full it occupies ninety. Just 
below the mouth is auother village, or wintering 
camp of the Ricaras, composed of about sixty lodges, 
built in the same form as those passed yesterday, 
with willow and straw mats, baskets and buffaloe
skin canoes remaining entire in the camp. vVe pro
ceeded under a gentle breeze from the southwest: 
at ten o'clock we saw two Indians on the north side. 
who told us they were a part of the lodge of Tar
tongawaka, or Buffaloe l\Iedicine, the Teton chief 
whom we had seen on the 25th, that they were on 
the way to the Ricaras, and begged us for some
thing to eat, which we of course gave them. At 
seven and a half miles is a willow island on the north, 
and another on the same side five miles beyond it. 
in the middle of the river between highlands on both 
sides. At eighteen and a half miles is an island. 
called Grouse island, on which are the walls of an 
old village.: the island has no timber, but is covered 
with grass and wild rye, amI owes its name to the 
number of grouse that frequent it. We then went 
on till our journey for the day was twenty-two miles; 
the country presented the same appearance as usual. 
In the low timbered ground near the mouth of the 
Sawawkawna, we saw the tracks of larg-e whife 
bear, and on Grouse island k!lled a female blaireau~ 
and a deer of the black-tailed species, the largest 

,we have ever seen. 
Monday, October 8. We proceeded early with a 

cool northwest wind, and at two and a half miles 
. above Grouse island l reached the mouth of a creek 

VOL. I. u 



128 LEWIS AND CLARK.E'S EXPEDITION 

~mall creek on the south, which we distinguished 
by the name of the chief Kakawissassa. 

Wednesday, 10th. The weather was this day fine, 
and as we were desirous of assembling the whole 
nation at once, we despatched Mr. Gravelines, \\ ho 
with Mr. Tabeau, another French trader, had 
breakfasted with us, to invite the chiefs of the two 
upp·er villages to a conference. They all assembled 
at one o'clock, and, after the usual ceremonies, we 
addressed them in the same way in which we had 
already spoken to the Ottoes and Sioux': ,,,e then 
made or acknowledged three chiefs, one for each 
of the three villages: giving to each a flag, a 
medal, a red coat, a cocked hat and feather, also 
some goods, paint and tobacco, which they divided 
among themselves: after tbis the air-gun was ex,.. 
l1ibited, very much to their astonishment, nor were 
they less surprised at the colour and manner of 
York. ori°' our side we were equally gratified at dis
covering" that these Ricaras made use of no spiri ... 
tuous liquors of any kind, the example of the tra
ders who bring it to them, so far from tempting, 
I,laving in fact disg~ted them. Supposing that it 
was as agreeable to them as to the other Indians, 
we had at first offered them whiskey; but they 
refused it with this sensible remark, that they were 
surprised that their father should present to them a 
liquor which would make them fools. On anotheJ 
occasion they observed to Mr. Ta beau, that no mall 

could be a friend who tried to lead them into sud 
follies. The council being over they retired to 
consult on their answer, and the next morning, 

Thursday, 11th, at eleven o'clock we again met 
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among these ~ndians as inter,preters, or traders, came 
back with captain Lewis, and particularly a 1\1r. 
Gravelines, a man who has acquirerl. the language. 
On ~etting out we had a low prairi~ covered with 
ti!llber on the north and on the south highlaNds, but 
at the mouth of the Wetawhoo the southern country 
changes, and a low timbered plain extends along 
the south, while the north has a ridge of barren hills 
during the rest of the day's course. 

Tuesday, 9th. The wind was so cold and high 
last night and during all the day, that we could not 
assemble the Indians in council; but some of the 
par~y went to the village. We received the visits 
Qf the three principal chiefs with many others, t~ 

whom we gave some tobacco, and told them that 
we would speak to them to-morrow. The names of 
th,ese chiefs were first, Kakawissassa or Lighting 
Crow; second chief Pocasse or Hay; third chief 
ria,leto or Eagle's Feather. Notwithstanding the 
qigh waves, two or three squaws rowed to us ill 
~ittle canoes made of a single buffaloe skin,stretched 
over a frame of boughs interwoven like a basket, 
and wit,h the most perfect composure. The'object 
which appeared to as,tonish the Indians most, was 
captain Clarke's ~ervant York, a remarkable stout 
~trong negro. They had never seen a being of 
~ha.t colour, a,lld therefore flocked round him to 

t" ' '. " 

,examine the extraordinary monster. By way of 
~musement he told them, that he had once been a 
wild anim,aJ, and caught and tamed by his master, 
mid to'conviuc'e them, showed them feats of strength 
which, added to his looks, wa~e him more terrible 
than we w~shed him to be. ,Opposite our camp is a 
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~peech expressive of his gratitude for the presents 
and the good counsels which we had given him; 
his intention of visiting his great father but for fear 
of the Sioux; and requested us to take one of the 
Ricara chiefs up to the Mandans. and negociate a 
peace between the two nations. To this we replied 
in a suitable way, and then repaired to the third 
village. Here we were addressed by the chief, in 
nearly the same terms as before, and entertained 
wi th a present of ten bushels of corn, some beans, 
dried pumpkins, and squashes. After we had an
swered and explained the magnitude and power of 
the United States, the three chiefs came with us 
to the boat. We gave them some sugar, a little 
salt, and a sun-glass. Two of them then left us, 
and a chief of the third, by name Ahketahnaslla, 
or Chief of the Town, accompanied us to the Man
dans. At two o'clock we left the Indians, who 
crowded to the shore to take leave of us, and 
after making seven and a half miles, landed on 
the north side, and had a clear, cool, pleasant 
evenmg. 

The three villages which we have just left, are 
the residence of a nation called the Ricaras. They 
were originally colonies of Pawnees, who established 
themselves on the Missouri, below the Chayenne, 
where the traders still remember that twenty years 
ago they occupied a number of villages. From that 
situation a part of the Ricaras emigrated to the 
neighbourhoood of the l\:Iandans, with whom they 
were then in alliance. The rest of the nation con
tinued near the Chayenne till the year 1797, ill the 
course of which, !listressed by their wars with the 
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in council.at our camp. The grand chief made a 
short speech of thanks for the advice we had given, 
and promised to follow it; adding that the door 
was now open, and no one dare shut it, and that 
we might depart whenever we pleased, alluding to 
the treatment we had received from the Sioux: 
they also brought us some corn, beans, and dried 
squashes, and in return we gave them a steel mill, 
with which they were much pleased. At one o'clock 
we left our camp with the grand chief and his ne
phew on board, and at about two miles anchored 
below a creek on the south, separating the second 
and third village of the Ricaras, which are about 

. half a mile distant from each other. -W-e visited 
both the villages, and sat conversing with the chiefs 
·for some tirue, during which they presented us 
. with a bread made of corn and beans, aho corn and 
beans boiled, and a large rich bean which they 
take from the mice of the prairie, who discover and 

. collect it. These two villages are placed near each 
other in a high smooth prairie; a fine situation, 
except that having no wood the inhabitants are 
obliged to go it for it across the river to a timbered 
lowlaud opposite to them. We told them that we 

• would speak to them in the morning at their vil
lages separately. 

Thursday, 12th. Accordingly, after breakfast, 
we went on shore to the house of the chief of the 
second village, named Lassel, where we found his 
.chiefs and warriors. They made us a present of 
about seven bushels of corn, a pair of leggins, a 
twist of their tobacco, and the seeds of two diffe
fent species of tobacco. The chief then delivered a 
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is tied round the waIst; to these they'add, like the 
men, a buffaloe robe without the hair, in summer. 
These women are handsomer than the Sioux; both 
of them are, however, disposed to be amorous, and 
our men found no difficulty in obtaining compa· 
nious for the night by meallS of the interpreters. 
These interviews were chiefly clandestine, and were 
of course to be kept a secret from the husband or 
relations. The point of honour, indeed, is completely 
reversed among the Ricaras; that the wife or the 
sister should submit to a stranger's embraces with
out the consent of her husband or brother, is a cause 
of great disgrace and offence, especially as for many 
purposes of civility or gratitude the husbaad.nd 
brother will themselves present to a stranger these 
females, and be gratified by' attentions to them. 
The Sioux had offered us squaws, but while we 
remained there having de~lined, they followed us 
with offers of females for two days. The Ricaras 
had been equally accommodating; we had equally 
withstood their temptation; but such was their de
sire to oblige, that two very handsome young squaws 
were sent on hoard this evening. and persecuted us 
with civilities. The black man York participated 
largely in these favours; for instea<l of inspirillg 
any prejudice, his colour seemed to procure him 
additional advantages from the Indians, who desired 
to preserve among them some memorial of this wO!l
derful stranger. Among other instances of attention, 
a Ricara invited him into his house, and, presenting 
his wife to him, retired to the outside of the door: 
while there, one of York's comrades, who was look
ing f<H' him, came to the door; hut the gallani. 
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Sioux, theYJoined their countrymen near the :Man
dans. Soon after a new war arose between the 
Ricaras and the Mandans, in consequence of which, 
the f6rmer came down the river to their present 
position. In this 'migration those who had first gone 
to the Maildans kept together, and now live in the 
two lower villages, which may thence be consi
dered as the Ricaras proper. The third village 
was composed of such remnants of the viW:lgeiil 
as had survived the wars; and as these were nine 
in ilUmber, a difference of pronunciation, and some 
difference of language, may be observed between 
them and the Ricaras proper, who do not understand 
all the words of these wanderers. The villages are 
within the distance of four miles of each other, the 
two lower ones consisting of between one hundred 
and fifty and two hundred men -each, the third of 
ihreehundred. The Ricaras are tall and well pro
portioned, the worrien handsome and lively, and, 
as among other savages, to them falls all the drud,
gery of the field, and the labours of procuring sub
sistence, except that of hunting: both sexes are 
poor, but kind and generous, and although they 
receive withfhankfulness what is given to them, 
do not beg as ihe Sioux did; though this praise 
!hould be qualified by mentioning, that an axe was 
stolen last night from our cooks. The dress of the 
men is a simple pair of moccasins, leggings, and a 
cloth round the middle, over which a buffal6e'robe 
is occasionally thrown, with their hair, arms and 
.ears, decorated with different ornaments. The wo
men wear moccasins, leggings, a long shirt made 
of goats' skins, generally white and fringed, which 
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all nations, but they are well armed with fusils, an!} 
being much under the influence of the Sioux, who 
exchanged the goods which they get from the Bri
tish for Ricara corn, their minds are sometimes 
poisoned, and they cannot be always depeD:(led Oil, 

At the present moment they are at war with the 
lIandam. 'tVe are informed by Mr. Gravelines, 
who had passed through that country, that the 
Y auk tOil or Jacques river rises about f();fty miles to 
the east or north-east of this place, the Chayenne 
branch ,of the Red river about twenty miles furtlrer, 
passing the Sioux and the St. Peter's about eighty. 

Saturday, 1;3th. In the morning our visitors left 
us, except the bnlther of the chief who accompaniJes 
us amI one of the squaws. We passed at an early 
hour a camp of Sioux on the north bank, who merely 
looked at ns without saying a word, and from the 
character of the tribe we did not solicit a conver
sation. At ten and a half miles we reached the 
mouth of a creek on the north, which takes its rise 
from some ponds a short distance to the northeast: 
to this stream we ga ve the name of Stone-idol oreek, 
for after passing a willow and sand islan.d just 
above its mouth, we discovered that a few mick! 
back from the ]\iissonri there are two stones resem
bling human ngmes, anel a third like a {l()g; a.ll 
which are objects of great veneration among thf 
Ricaras. Their history would adom the metamor
phoses of Ovid. A young man was deeply enamoUllet 
with a girl whose parents refused their cong~Jlt tc 

the marri&ge. The youth went out into the field 
to mourn his misfor1rUllles; a sylupathy of feeling 
led the lady to the same gpO~; and the faithful dOt 
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~llsbalid would permit no interruption before a 
reasonable time had elapsed. 

The Ricara lodges are in a circular or octagonal 
form, and generally about thirty or forty feet in 
diameter: they are made by placing forked posts, 
about six feet high, round the circumference of the 
circle; these are joined by poles from one fork to 
another, which are supported also by other forked 
poles slanting from the ground: in the centre of the 
lodge are placed four higher forks, about fifteen 
feet in length, connected together by beams; from 
these_ to the lower poles the rafters are extended so 
as to leave a vacancy in the middle for the sm'oke: 
the frame of the building is then covered with wil
low branches, with which is interwove'n grass, and 
over this mud or clay; the aperture for the door is 
about four feet wide, and before it is a sort of entry 
about ten feet from the lodge. They are very warm 
and compact. 

They cnltivate maize or Indian corn, beans, 
pumpkins, water-melons, squashes, and a species of 

, tobacco peculiar to themselves. 
Their commerce is chiefly with the traders who 

supply them with goods in return for peltries, which 
they procure not only by their own hunting, but 
in exchange for corn from their less civilized neigh
bours. The object chiefly in demand seemed to be 
red paint, but they would give any thing they had 
to spare for the most trifling article. One of the 
men to-day gave an Indian a hook made out of a 
pin, and he gave him in return a pair of moccasins. 
~hey express a disposition to keep at peace with 
~O~L X 
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nour of the third chief of'the Ricaras. After dinnl 
we stopped on a sand-bar, and executed the sel 
tence of a court-martial, which inflicted corpore: 
punishment on one of the soldiers. This operatiu 
affected the Indian chief very sensibly, for he crie 
aloud during the punishment: we explained tl 
offence and the reasons of it. He acknowledgE 
that examples were necessary, and that he himse 
had given them by punishing with death; but h 
nation llever whipped even children from the 
birth. After this we continued, with the wind frO! 
the northeast, and, at the distance of twelve mile; 
encamped in a cove of the southern bank. ImmE 
tliatel y opposite our camp on the north side, are th 
ruins of an ancient fortification, the greater pal 
of which is washed into the river: nor could w 
di~tinguish more than that the walls were eight ( 
ten feet high. The evening is wet and disagreeabll 
and the river, which is somewhat wider than yel 
terday, continues to have an unusual quantity ( 
timber. The country was level on both sides in th 
morning, but afterwards we passed some black bull 
on the south. 

Monday, 15th. We stopped at three miles on th 
north, a little above a camp of Ricaras, who ar 
hunting, where we ~ere visited by about thirt; 
Indians, They came over in their skin canoe~ 
bringing us meat, for which ';'e returned thell 
beads ami fish-hooks. About a mile higher.e fo~nl 
another ellcampmt>nt of Ricaras on the south, • con 
sisting of eight lodges: here we again ate,"~lIll 
exchanged a few presents. As we went we discemel 
numbers of other Indians 011 both sides of the river 
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weulll not cease to follow his master. After wan
dering together and having nothing but grapes to 
subsist on, they were at la~t converted into stone, 
which, beginning at the feet, gradually invaded 
the nobler parts, leaving nothing unchanged but a 
bunch of grapes, which the female holds in her 
hands to this day. "Vhenever the Ricaras pass these 
sacred stones, they stop to make some offering of 
dress to propitiate these deities. Sneh is the account 
given by the Rieara chief, which we llad 110 moue 
ef examining, except that we found one l)art of 
the story very agreeably confirmed; for on the 
river near where the said event is saiil to have oc
curred, we found a greater abunclance of fine ~rapes 
than we had yet seen. Above this is a small creek, 
fonr and a half miles from Stolle-idol cr'ck. which 
is fifteen yards wide, comes in frorn the soath, and 
received from us the name of P<)casse or Hay creek, 
in honour of the chief of ,the second village. Above 
the RiCllra island the J\iissouri becomes narrow and 
deeper, the sand-haTS being generally confined to 
the points; the current too is much more gentle; 
the timber on the lowlands is also in much greater 
quantities, though the high grounds are still nal.'cd: 
Wie proceeded on untler a fine breeze from the 
southeast, and afterma'k~ng eighteen miles en-c 
camped on the 110rth near a timbered low plain~ 
after which Wt! had some rain and the evening was 
cold. The hunters killed one deer only. 

Sunday J.4th. 'Ve set on t ,in the rain, \'f hich COll-: 

tilmed during the ,day. At five miles we came to a 
creek on tller(mth, about fifteen yards wide, an(l 

named by us ipia·heto, or Eagle'S Feather, in ho-
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,'erea with cottonwoo<1. At the lower end of this 
i,hnd comes in a small creek from the north, called 
Ketooshsahawne, or Place of Beaver. At the upper 
extremity of the island, a river empties itself from 
the nO'rth; it is called Warreconne, ot Elk Shed 
their Horns, ami is about thirty-five yards wide: 
the island itself is named Carp island by Evans, a 
former traveller. As we pr{)ceeded there were great 
numbers of goats on the banks of the river, and we 
-soon after saw large flocks of them in the water: 
they hacl beell gradually driven into the river by 
the ,Indians, who now lined the shore so as to pre
vent their ~scape, and were firing 011 them, while 
sometimes .boys went into the river and kil1ed them 
'with sticks: theyseeme<l to he very successf.ul, for 
we counted fifty-eight which they had killed. We 
ourselves killed so-me, and then passing the lodges 
to which these Indians be}onged~ ellcamped at the 
distance of half a mile 011 the south, having made 
fourteen and a half miles. We were SOOI1 vi5~tedby 

numbers of these Ric'aras, who crossed the r,ver hal
looing and singing: two of them then returned CO(" 
some goats' flesh amI buff~loe meat dried and .fresll~ 
with which they made a feast that lasted till late 
'3t night, and caused much m\'lsic and merriment. 

"T ednesday 17th. The weather was pleasant; we 
passed a low ground covered with small timber on 
the south, and barren hills 011 the north, which came 
close to the ri ver ;the \,"ind from the northwest then 
became 80 strong that we could not move after ten 
o'clock, until late in the afternoon, "hen we were 
forced to use the towline, and we therefore made 
only six miles. 'Ye all went out hunting and exa-
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and at about nine miles we came to a creek on the 
south, where We saw many high hills resembling a 
house with a slanting roof; and, a little below the 
creek, an old village of the Sharha or Chayenne 
Indians. The morning had been cloudy, but the 
evening became pleasant, the wind from the north
east, and at sun-set we halted, after coming ten 
miles over several sand-hars and points, above a 
camp of ten Ricara lodges on the north side. We 
visited their camp, and smoked and eat with seve
ral of them: they all appeared kind and pleased 
with our attentions, and the fair sex received our 
men with more than hospitality. York was here an 
object of astonishment; the children would follow 
him constantly, and if he chanced to turn towards 
them, run with great terror. The country of to-day 
is generally low, and covered with timber on both 
sides, though in the morning we passed some bar
ren hills on the sou tho 

Tuesday, 16th. At this camp the squaw, who 
accompanied the chief, left us; two others were 
very anxious to go on with us. Just above our 
camp we passed 8. circular work or fort, where the 
Sharha or Chayennes formerly lived: and a short 
distance beyond, a creek which we called Chay
enne creek. At two miles is a willow island, with a 
large sand-bar on both sides above it, and a creek, 
both on the south, which we called Sohawch, the 
Ricara name for girl; and two miles above, a se-

: cond creek, to which we gave the name of Cha
pawt, which means woman ill the same language. 
Three miles further is an island, situated in a bend 
to the north, about a mile and a half long, and co-
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distance bfthirteen miles, all of which we liad made 
with oars and poles. Great numbers of goats are 
crossing the river, and directing their course to the 
westward; we also saw a herd of buffaloe and of 
elk; a pelican too was killed, and six fallow deer; 
ha vlng found, as the Ricaras informed us, that there 
are none of the black-tail species as high up as this 
place. The country is in general level ,and fine, 
with broken short high grounds, low-timbered 
mounds on the river, amI a rugged range of hills 

at a distance. 
Friday 19. 'Ye set sail with a fine morning, and 

a southeast wind, and at two al1d a half miles passed 
a creek on the north side: at eleven and a half 
miles we came to a lake, or large pond, on the same 
side, in which were some swans. On both banks of 
the Missouri are low grounds, which have mnch 
more timber than lower down the river: the hills 
are at one or two miles distance from the banks, 
and the streams which rise in them are brackish, 
and the mineral salts appear on the sides of the hills 
and edges of the runs. In walking along the shore 
we counted fifty-two herds of buffaloe, and three 
of elk, at a single view. Besi<!es these we also ob
served elk, deer, pelicans and wolves. After seven
teen and a half miles we encamped on the north, 
opposite to the uppermost of a number of round 
hills, forming a cone at the top, one being about 
ninety, another sixty feet in height, and some of 
less elevation. Our chief tells us, that the calumet 
bird lives ill the holes formed by the filtration of 
t.he water from the top of these hills through the 
liides. Near to cne of these moles~ on a point of a 
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mining the country. The goats, of which we sec 
large flocks coming to the north bank of the liver, 
spend the summer, says J\lr.Gravelilles, in the plains 
east of the Mis~ouri, and at the present season are 
r~turlling to the Black mountains, where they sub
sist ou leaves and shrubbery during the winter, and 
resume their migrations in the spring. We also saw 
buffaloe, elk, and deer, and a number of snakes; a 
beaver house too was seen, and we caught a whip
poor-will of a small and uncommon kind: the leaves 
are fast falling: the river wider than usual, and full 
of sand-bars: and on the sides of the hills are large 
stones, amI some l'Q«k of a brownish colour in the 
southern bend below us. Our latitude by observa
tion was 46° 23' 57". 

Thursday 18. After three miles we reached the 
mouth of Le Boulet, or Cannonball river: this 
stream rises in the Black mountains, and falls into 
the Missouri on the south; its channel is about one 
hundred and forty yards wide, though the water is 
now confinetl within forty, and its name is derive<l 
from the numbers of perfectly round large stones 
on the shore and in the bluffs just above. V·{ e here 
met with two Frenchmen in. the employ of Mr, 
Gra,velines, who had been robbed by the lVIandans 
of their traps, furs, and other articles, aml were 
descending the,river ill a periogue, but they turned 
ha.ck with us in expectation of obtaining redress 
through our means. At eight miles is a creek OIl 

the north, about twenty-eight yards wide, Iising 
ill the northeast, and c(illed Chewah or Fish river; 
one mile above this is another creek on the south: 
we ,encamped on a sand-bar to the south, at the 
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those who die by accident, or who are too poor til 
keep pace with the herd: we also wOllnded a 
white hear, and saw some fresh tracks of those 
animals, which are twice as large as the track of 
a man. 

Sunday 21. Last night the weather was cold, the 
wind high from the northeast, and the rain which 
fell froze on the ground. At daylight it began to 
'snow and continued till the afternoon, when it re
mained cloudy, and the ground was covered with 
snow. ,Ve however set out early, and just above 
our camp came to a creek on the south, called 
Chisshetaw, about thirty yards wide, and with a 
considerable quantity of water. Our Ricara chief 
te11s us, that at some distance up this ril"er is situ
ated a large rock, which is held in great venera
tion, and visited by parties who go to consult it as 
to their own or their nations' destinie~, all of which 
they discern in some ~ort of figures or paintings 
wifh which it is co\'ered. About two miles off 
from the mouth. of the ri ver, the party .on shore saw 
tll10ther of the objects of Ricara superstition: it is a 
large oak tree, standing alone in the open prairie, 
:,nd as it alone withstood the fire which has con. 
f'lumed every thing around, the Indians naturally 
ascribe to it extraordinary powers. One of their 
ceremonies is, to make a hole in the skin of their 
necks through which a string is passed, and the 
other end tied to the body of the tree; and after 
remaining in this way for some time they think 
they become braver. At two miles from our en
t'ampment we came to the ruins of a second Man
dan village1 which was in existence at the same 
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WI ninety feet above the plain, are the remaills of 
an old village, which is high, strong, and has been 
fortified; this, our chief tells us, is the remains ot' 
one of tht'! Mandan villages, and are the first ruins 
which we have seen of that nation in ascending the 
Missouri: opposite to our camp is a deep bentl to 
the south, at the extremity of which is a pond. 

Saturday 20. We proceeded early with a south
east wind, which continued high aU day, and came 
to a creek on the north, at two miles distance, 
twenty yards wide. At eight miles we reached the 
lower point of an island in the middle of the ri ver, 
though there is no current on the south. This island 
is covered with willows, and extends about two 
miles, ther~ being a small creek coming in from 
the south at its lower extremity. After making 
twelve miles we encamped on the south, at the 
upper p'lrt of a bluff, containing stone-coal of an 
inferior quality; immediately below this bluff, and 
on the declivity of a hill, are the remains of a vil
lage covering si x: or eight acres, formerly occupied 
by the :M:alldans, who, says our Ricara chiet~ once 
lived in a number of villages on each side of the 
river, till the Sioux forced them forty miles hig·her; 
whence, after a few years residence, they moved to 
their present position. The country through 'which 
we passed has wider bottoms and more timber than 
those we have been accustomed to see, the hills 
rising at a distance and by gradual ascents. \Ve 
]lave seen great numbers of elk, deer, goats, and 
buffaloe, and the usual attt'ndants of these last, the 
wolves, who follow their movements, and feed upon 

VO~. L Y 
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two Frenchmen, who are returning with us, catch 
several every night. 

These villages, which are nine in number, an 
scattered along each side of the ri ver, within a spact 
of twenty miles; almost aU-that remains of them i! 
the wall which surrounded them, the fallen heap! 
(if earth which covered the houses, and ocoasionall) 
human skulls and the teeth and bones of men, ami 
different animals, which are scattered on the sur· 
face of the ground. 

Tuesday 23. The weather was cloudy, and WI 

had some snow; we soon arrived at five lodges 
where the Frenchmen had been robbed, but thl 
Indians had left it lately, as we found the fires stil 
burning. The country consists, as usual, of timberel 
low grounds, with grapes, rushes, and great quan 
tites of a small red acid fruit, known among th 
Indians by a name signifying rabbit-berries, an 
called by the French graise de buffle, or buffal(] 
fat. The river too is obstructed by mai1Y sand-bar 
At twelve miles we passed an old village on t~ 
north, which was the former residence of the Ahm 
haways, who now live between the 1\'landans all 
Minnetarees. After making thirteen miles, ~ 
encamped on the south. 

Wednesday 24. The day was again dark, ar 
it snowed a little in the morning. At three mil 
we came to a point on the south, where the riYf 
hy forcing a channel across Ii former bend, h 
formed a large island on the north. On this islal 
we found one of the grand chiefs of the MandaI: 
who with five lodges was on a hunting excursio 
He met his enemy, the Ricara chief, with gre 
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time with that just mentioned. It is situated on the 
north, at the foot of a hill, in a beautiful and ex
tensi~Te plain, which is now covered with herds of 
buffaloe: nearly opposite are remains of a third 
village, on the south of the Missouri; .and there is 
another also about two miles further on the north, 
a little off the river. At the distance of seven miles 
we encamped on the south, and spent a cold night. 
We procured to-day a buffaloe and an otter only. 
The river is wide and the sand-bars numerous, and 
a low island near our encampment. 

MOIHIay 22. In the morning we passed an old 
.Mandan village on the south, near our camp; at 
four miles another on the same side. About seven 
o'clock we came to at a camp of eleven Sioux of 
the Teton tribe, who are almost perfectly naked, 
having only a piece of skin or cloth round the mid
dle, though we are suffering from the cold. From 
their appearance, which is warlike, and from their 
giving two different accounts of themselves, we 
believe that they are either going to or returning 
from the Malldans, to which nations the Sioux: 
frequently make excursions to steal horses. All 
their conduct displeased us, we ga ve them nothing. 
At six we reached an island about one mile ill 
length, at the head of which is a Mandan village, 
on the north, in ruins, and two miles beyond a had 
sand-har. At eight miles are remains of another 
Mandan village on the sou th; and at twelve miles 
encamped on the south. The hunters broug-ht in a 
huffaloe hull, and mentioned that of about three 
hundred which they had seen, there was not a sin
gle female. The beaver is here in plenty, and thl: 
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As we proceeded. several parties of Mandans
l 

both on foot and horseback. came along the river 
to view us, and were vexy desirous that we should 
land and talk to them: this we could not do, on 
account of the sandbreaks on the shore, but we sen1 
our Ricara chief to them ill a periogue. The wind 
too having shifted to the southwest, and being very 
high. it required all our precautions on board; for 
the river was full of sand-bars, which made it very 
difficult to find the channel. We got aground se
veral times, and passed a very bad poiut of rocks, 
after which we encamped on a sand-p~int to the 
north, above a handsome plain covered with tim
ber, and opposite to a high hill on the soutb side, 
at the distance of eleven miles. Here we were joined 
hy our Ricara chief, who brought an Indian to the 
camp, where he remained all night. 

26th. We set out early with a southwest wind, 
and after putting' the Ricara chief on shore to join 
the Mandans, who were in great numbers along it, 
we proceeded to the camp of the grand chiefs four 
miles distant. Here we met a Mr. M'Cracken, one 
of tbe northwest or Hudson Bay company, who ar
rived with another person about nine days ago, to 
trade for horses and buft'aloe robes. Two of the 
chiefs came on board with some of their household 
furniture, such as earthen pots, and a little corn, 
and went on with us; the rest of the Indians fol
lowing on shore. At one mile beyoud tbe camp 
we passed a small creek, and at three more a bluff 
of coal, of an inferior quality, on the south. After 
making eleven miles we reached an old field, where 
the l\1alldalls had cultivated grain last summer, 
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ceremony and apparent cordiality, and smoked with 
him. After visiting his lodges, the grand chief and 
his brother came on board our boat for a short time; 
we then proceeded and encamped on the north, at 
seven miles from our last night's station, and below 
the old village of the Mandans and Ricaras. Here 
four Mandans came down from a camp above, aIHI 

our Ricara chief returned with them to their camp. 
from which we augur favourably of their pacific 
views towards each other. The land is low amI 
beautiful, and covered with oak and cottonwood, but 
has been too recently hunted to afford much game. 

23. The morning was cold and the wind gentle 
from the southeast: at three miles we passed a hand
some high prairie on the south, and on an eminence, 
about forty feet above the water, and extending 
back for several miles in a beautiful plain, was si
tuated an old village of the Mandan nation, which 
has been deserted for many years. A short distance 
above it, all the continuation of the same rising 
ground, are two old v illages of Ricalas, one on the 
top of the hill, the other in the level plain, which 

have been deserted only five years ago. Above 
these villages is an extensive low ground for seve
ral miles, in which are situated, at three or four 
miles from the Ricara villages, tluee old villages 
of Mandans near-together. Here the Mandans live(l 
when the Ricaras came to them for protection, and 
from this they moved totheirpresent situation above. 
In the low ground the squaws raised their corn, 
and the timber, of which there was little near the 
v:illages, was supplied from the opposite side of the 

river, where it was and still is al.lUlldant. 
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CHAP. Y. 

Conncil hel.l with the ~landans-A prairie on firt', and a singular in.tance of 
preservation- Peace established hetween the Mandans and Ricaras-Tbe 

party encamp for the winter-Indian mode of catching goats-Beauliful 
:appearanc~ of n",'them lights-Friendly character of the Indians-Some 

account of the Mandans-The Ahnahaways ami Ihe Minuetaree.s-The 
party arquij'e the confidence of the Mandans by taking part in their contro
wr,y with Ihe Sioux-Religion of the Mandans, and their singular concep

tion of the krrn In"dicinc- rheir tradition-The sulferings of the Varty 
from the severity of the ,eason-l ndian gilme of billiards described-Chao 
racter of the Mbsouri, of the surrounding country, and of the rivers, creeks, 

blands, &c. 

Saturday, October 27. AT an early hour we 
proceeded, amI anchored off the village. Captain 
Clarke went on shore, and after smoking a pipe 
with the chiefs, was desired to remain and eat with 
them. He declined on account of his being unwell; 
but his refusal gave great offence to the Indians, 
who considered it disrespectful not to eat when in ... 
vi ted, till the cause W<lS explained to their satis
faction. )Ve sent them some tohacco, and then pro
ceeded to the second village on the north, passing 
by a bank containing coal, and a second village, 
and encamped at four miles on the north, opposite 
to a village of Ahnahaways, We here lllet wjt4 lIj 

Frenchman, named Jesseaume, who lives among 
the Indians with his wife and children, and who we 
take as an interpreter_ The Indians had flocked to 
the bank to see us as we passed, and they visited in 
great numbers the camp, where some remained all 
night. \Ve sent in the evening three young Indians 
with a present of tohacco for the chiefs of the three 
upper villages, inviting them to come down in the 
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and encamped for the night on the south siJe, about 
half a mile below the first village of the IVCandans. 
III the morning we had a willow low ground on the 
south, and highland on the north, which occasio
nally varied in the course of the day. There is but 
little wood on this part of the river, which is here 
subdivided into many channels, and obstructed by 
sand-bars. As soon as we arrived a crowd of men, 
women and children, came down to see us. Captain 
Lewis returned with the principal chiefs to the vil
lage, while the others remained with us during the 
evening: the obj ect which seemed to surprise them 
most, was a corn-mill fixed to the boat, which we 
}Iad occasion to use, and delighted them by the 
ease with which it reduced the grain to powder. 
Among others who visited us, was the son of the 
grand chief of the Mandans, who had his two little 
fingers cut off at the second joints. On inquiring 
into this accident, we fou11cl that it was customary 
to express grief for the death of relations by some 
corporeal suffering, and that the usual mode was 
to lose two joints of the little finger, or sometimes 
the other fingers. The wind blew very cold in the 
evening from the southwest. Two of the party are 
affected with rheumatic complaints. 
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old and weak, had transferred his power to his son, 
'" ho is now at war against the Shoshonees. At ten 
o'clock the chiefs were all assembled under an aWIl
ing of our sails, stretched so as to exclude the wind, 
which had become high; that the impression might 
be the more forcible, the men were all paraded, 
and the council opened by a discharge from the 
swivel of the boat. We then delivered a speech, . 
which, like those we had already made, intermin
gled advice with assurances of friendship and trade: 
while we were speaking, the old Ahnahaway chief 
grew very restless, and observed, that he could not 
wait long, as his camp was exposed to the hostilil'" 
ties of the Shoshonees; he was instantly rebuked 
with great dignity by one of the chiefs, for this 
violation of decorum at snch a moment, and re
mained quiet during the rest of the conncil. To
wards the end of our speech, we intrmluced the 
subject of our Ricara chief, with whom we recom
mended a firm peace: to this they seemed well 
disposed, and all smoked with him very amicably, 
'Ve all mentioned the goods which had been taken 
from the Frenchmen, and e'lCpressed a wish that 
they should be restored. This being over, we pro
ceeded to distrihute the presents with great cere
many: one chief of each town was acknowledge(l 
by a gift of a flag, a medal with the likeness of the 
president of the United States, a uniform coat, hat 
and feather: to the second chiefs we gave a medal 
representing some domestic animals, and a loom 
for weaving; to the third chiefs medals wilh the 
impressions of a farmer sowing grain. A variety of 
pther presellts were diitributed, bpt ll~lle Il~e~e~ 
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morning to a council with us. Accordingly, the 
next day, 

Sunday, October 28, we were joined by many of 
the Minnetarees and Ahnahaways from above, but 
the wind was so violent from the southwest, that 
the chiefs of the lower villages could not come up, 
and the coull-cil was deferred till to-morrow. In 
the meanwhile we eQ.tertained our visitors by show:
iog them what was new to them in the boat; all 
wl1ich, as well as Ollr black servant, they calIe(1 
Great Medicine, the me&njng 9f which we after
wards learned. We also con~u1ted the grand chief 
of the Mandans, Black Cat, an4 :1\lr. Jessaume, as 
to tqe names, characters,&c. of the chiefs with 
whom we are to hold' the cQuncil. In t11e pourse of 
the day we received several presents from the wo
men, consisting of corn, boiled hominy, and gar
den stuffs: ill our t~rn we gratified the wife of the 
great chief with a. gift of a glazed earthen jar. 
Our hunter brought us two beaver. In the after
noon we sent the Minnetaree chiefs to smoke for us 
with the great chiefs of the l\fandans, and told. 
them we would speak ill the mqrning. 

Finding that we shall be obliged to pass the win
ter at this place, we W~llt up the ri"er about one 
and a half iniles to-day ~ with a view of finding a 
cOllvenient spot for a fort, but the timber was too 
scarce and small for our purposes. 

l\fol,day, Octobe~ 29. The morning was fine, ana 

we prepared our presents and speech for the coun
cil. After breakfast we were visited by an old chief 
(If the Aunaha ways, who finding himself growiH&" 

"OL. I. z 
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Shield; a seco}ltl chief Wankerassa, or Two Tai: 
Calumet Bird, both young chiefs; other per SOil! 

distinction are, Shahakohopinnee, or Little Wol 
:Medicine; Ahrattanamockshe, or Wolfman eh 
who is noW at war, and is the son of the old cl 
we have ntentioned, whose name is Caltahcota, 

Cherry on a Bush. 
The presents intended fOf the grand chief of 

1\Iinnetarees, who was not at the council, W 

sent to him by the old chief Caltahcota; and 
delivered to a young chief those intended for 
chief of the lower village. The council was c 
eluded by a shot from our swivel, and after fir 
the air-gun for their amusement, they retired 
deliberate on the ansWer which they are to g 
to-morrow. . 

In the evening the prairie took fire, either 
accident Of design, and burned with great fu 
the whole plain beilig enveloped in flames: 
rapi(l was its progress, that a man and a wot 
were burned to death before they could reac 
place of safety: another man with his wife, 
child were much burned, and several other peT! 
llarrowly escaped destruction. Among the re 
boy of the half white breed escaped unhurt in 
midst of the flames; his safety was ascribed to 
great medicine spir~t, who had preserved him 
account of his being white. But a much more 
tural cause was the presence of mind of his motl 
who seeing no hopes of carrying off her son, th 
him on the ground, and covering him with 
fresh hide of a buffaloe, escaped herself from 
flames; as soon as the fire had passed, she retur 
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to give them more satisfaction than an iron corn 
mill, which we gave to the Mandans. 

The chiefs who were made to..;.day, are: Shaha
ka or Big White, a first chief, and Kagohami or 
Little Raven, a second chief of the lower village 
of the Mandans, called 1\1atootonha: the other 
chiefs of an inferior quality who were recommennell 
were, L Ohheenaw, or Big Man; a Chayenne taken 
prisoner by the Mandans; who adopted him, and he 
now enjoys great consideration among the tribe. 2. 
Shotahawrora, or Coal, of the second l\1anclan viL..;. 
lage, which is called Rooptahee. We made Poscop
seah, or Black Cat, the first chief of the village, 
and the grand chief of the whole l\iandan nation: 
his second chief is Kagonomokshe, or Raven man 
Chief; inferior chiefs of this village were, Taw
nuheo, and Bellahsara; of which we did not learn 
the translation. 

In the third village, which is called 1\1ahawha. 
and where the Arwacahwas reside, we made <tne 
first chief, Tetuckopinreha, or White Buffaloe robe 
unfolded, and recognized two of all inferior order: 
Minnissurraree, or Neighing Horse, ~nd Locongo
tiha, or Old Woman at a distance. 

Of the fourth village, where the l\iinnetarees 
live, and· which is called Metaharta, we made a 
first chief; Ompsehara, or Black Moccasin: a se-' 
cond chief, Ohhaw, Of. Little Fox. Other distin
,guished chiefs of this village were, l\1ahnotah, or 
Big Thief, a man whom we did not see as he is out 
fighting, and was killed soon after; and J\lIahse
rassa, or Tail of the Calumet Bird. In the fifth 
Village we made a first chief, Eapanopa, or Red 



i54 LEWIS ANi> Cl..ARKEfS EXPEDITION 

Heved what we had told him, ann that they shou 
soon enjoy peace, which would gratify him as w 
as his people, because they could then hunt wit 
out fear of being attacked, and the women mig 
work in the fields without looking every morne 
for the enemy, and at night put off their mocc 
sins; a phrase by which is conveyed the idea 
security; when the women could undress at nig 
without fear of attack. As to the Ricaras, he COl 

tinned, ill order to show you that we wish peal 
with all men,' that chief, pointing to his seeOl 
chief, will go with some warriors back to the Ricar 
with their chief now here, and smoke with that 11 

tion. When we heard of your coming all the n 
tiollS around returned from their hunting to s 
you, in hopes of receiving large presents; all a 
disappointed, and some discontented; for his part 1 
was not much so, though his village was. He adde 
that he would go and see his great father the pr 
sident. Two of the steel traps stolen from the Frenc: 
men were then laid before captain Clarke" alid tl 
women brought about twelve bushels of corn. Aft 
the chief had finished, captain Clarke made ~ 

answer to the speech, and then returned to the bOB 

where he found the chief of the third "illage al 
Kagohami, (the Little Raven,) who smoked at 

talked about all honr. After they left the boat tl 
grand chief of the J\Ialluans came dressed in tl 
clothes we had given him, with his two childre 
and begged to see the men dance, in which tht 
willingly gratified him, < 

Thursday, November 1st. :Mr. J\l cCracken, tl 
trader whom we found here, set out to-day on 1 
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a.nd found him untouched, the skin hii ving pre
vented the flame from reaching the grass on which 
he lay. 

Tlleday30. We ,,,ere this morning visited by 
two persons from the lower village, one the Big 
White, the chief of the village, the other the Chay
enne called the Big IVfan; they had been hunting; 
and did not return yesterday early enough to a t
tend the council. At their request we repeated part 
of our speech of yesterday, and put the medal 
round the neck of the chief. Captain Clarke took 
a periogue, amI went up the river in search of a 
good wintering place, and returned, after going 
seven miles to the lower point of an island on the 
north side, abQut one mile in length; he found the 
banks on the north side high, with coal occasionaIIj'i 
anel the Cbuntry fine on all sides; but the want of 
wood, and the scarcity of game up the river, in
duced us to decide on fixing ourselves lower down 
during the winter. In the evening our men danced 
among therilselves, to the great amusement of th~ 
indians. 

Wednesday 31. A second chief arrived this mor
ning, with an invitation from the grand chief of 
the Mandans to come to his village, where he wished 
to present some corn to us, and to speak with llI'l ... 

Captain Clarke walked down to his village; he 
was first seated with great ceremony on a robe by 
the side of the chief, who then threw over his shoul
ders another robe handsomely ornamented. The 
pipe was then smoked with several of the old men, 
who were seated around the chief; after some time 
he began his discourse, by obsening that he be-
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river. We were also fortunate enough to engage 
in our service a Canadian Frenchman, who had heen 
with the Chayenne Indians on the Black mountains, 
and last summer descended thence by the Little 
IVlissouri. Mr. ;Jessaume our interpreter also came 
-down with hi!' $quaw and children to live at our 
camp. In the evening we received a visit from 
.Kagoharni or Little Raven, whose wife accompa .. 
nied him, bringing abo'nt sixty po~n~s weight of 
drie(i meat, a robe and a pot of meaL 1;' We gave 
him in return a piece of tqbaccq~ to his wife an axe 
and a few small arlicle~, and bOth of them spent the 
night at our camp. Two beavers were caught ill 
traps this morning. 

Sunday 4. We continued our labour$: the tim .. 
ber which we employ is larg~and heavy, and 
chiefly consists of cot~onwood and elm, with SOID\! 

ash of an inferiqr size. Great numbers of the In .. 
dians pass our camp 911 their hunting excursions: 
the day was clear and pleasant, but las~ night was 
very cold and there was a white frost. 

l\Ionday 5. The Indiam; are all out on their 
hunting parties: a camp oJ l\Iandans caught with
in two days one hundred gqats, a short distance be

low us: their mode of hunting them iii t() for~ 
a large strong pen or fold~ from which a fence, 
made of busbes, gl'adually wUlens ~~1 each side: 
the animals are surrounded by the hunters, and 
gently flriven towards this pen, i.u which they im-: 
perceptibly filld them.selves inclosed, and are then 
at the mercy of the hunters. The weather is cloudy 
:md the wind moderate from the northwest. Late 
at night we were awakell by the sergeant on guard 
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I'etum to the British fort and factory on the Assini
boin river, ahout one hundred and fifty miles from 
this place. He took a letter from captain Lewis to 
the northwest company, inclosing a copy of the 
passport granted hy the British minister in the 
United States. At ten o'clock the chiefs of the lower 
village arrived; they requested that we would call 
at their village for some corn, that they were wil
ling to make peace with the Ricaras, that they had 
never provol{ed the war between them, but as the 
Ricaras ~ad killed some of their chiefs they had re
taliated on them; that they had killed them like 
birds, till they were tired of killing them, so that 
they would send a chief and some warriors to smoke 
with them. In the evening we dropped down to the 
lower village, where captain Lewis went on shore, 
and captain Clarke proceeded to a point of wood on 
the north side. 

Friday, November Z. He therefore went up to 
the village, where eleven bushels of corn were pre
sented to him. In the meantime captain Clarl{c 
lWent down with the boats three miles, and havin§!; 
found a good position where there was plenty of 
timber, encamped, and began to fell trees to build 
our huts. Our Ricara chief set out with one :Mall
dan chief and several Minnetaree and Mandan 
warriors; the wind was from the southeast, and the 
weather being fine, a crowd of Indians came down 
to visit us. 

Saturday 3. We flOW began the building of our 
cabins, and the Frenchmen who were to return to 
St. Louis are building a periogue for the purpose, 
We sefIt six men in a periogue to hunt down the 
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quest of grass, in the night they are collecte<1 and 
receive an armfull of small boughs of the cotton
wood, which being very juicy, soft and brittle, forUl 
nutritious and agreeable food: the frost this morn
ing was very severe, the weather during the day 
clou~ly and the wind from the northwest. We pro
cured from an Indian a weasel perfectly white, ex
cept the extremity of the tail which was black: 
great numbers of wild geese are passing to the 
south, hut their flight is too high for us to procure 
any of them. 

November 10. 'Ve bad again a raw day, a north
west wind, but rose early in the hope of linishing 
our work before the extreme cold begins. Achief 
who is a half Pawnee came to us and brought a 
present of half a buffaloe, in return for which we 
gave him some small presents and a few articles to 
his wife and son: he then crossed the river in a buf
faloe skin canoe; his wife took the boat on her 
back amI carried it to the village three miles off. 
Large flocks of geese ana brant, and also a few 
ducks are passing towards the south. 

Sunlia y 11. The weather is cold. We received 
the visit of two squaws, prisoners from the Rock 
mountains, amI purchased by Chaboneau. The 
Mandans at this time are out hunting the buffaloe. 

Monday 12. The last night had been cold and 
this morning we had a very hard frost: the wind 
changeable during the day, and some ice appears 
on the edges of the rivers, swans too are passing to 
the south. The Big White came down to us, hav .. 
iug packed on the back of his squaw about one 
hundred pounds of very fine meat; for which W~ 
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to see the b~alltiful pJlenQmenon ~alled the northern 
light: along the northern sky was a large space. 
occupied by a light of a pale but brilliant white 
colour: which, rising from the horizon, extended 
itself to nearly tweqty degrees above it. After 
glittering fqr some time, its colours would he over
ca~t, aqd almost obscured, but again it would burst 
out with renewed beauty: the uniform colour was 
pak light, but its shapes were various and fantas
tic: at times the sky was li1led with light coloured 
streaks, rising perpendicularly froTO the horizon, 
and gradually expanding into a body of light, in 
which we could trace the floating cplU.mlls some
times advancing, sometimes retreating and shaping 
ill to infinite forms the space in which they moved. 
It .all faded flway befQre the morqing~ 1\t day
light, 
. Tuesday 6, the clouds to the north were dark-: 

ening, and the wind rose high from the northwest 
at eight o'clocl{, and continued cold duriqg the 
day. Mr. Gravelines and four others, who catne 
with us, returned to the Ricaras in a small peri
ogue, we gave him directions to accompany some 
of the Ricara cpi~fs to the ~eat of government ill 
tl}e spring. . 

Wedllesday7. The day was temperate but cloudy 
and foggy, and we were enabled to g.o 011 with our 
wprk with much expedition. 
Thur~day eight. '{he morning again cloudy; our 

huts advance very' well, and we are visited by 
numbers of Indians who come to let their horses 
graze near us: ~n the day the hor~es are let loose iI~ 

~'o:t.. ~. 2 A 
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see what haa become of our hunters. atid, as we 
apprehend a failure of provisions, we have recoUrse 
to our pork this evening. Two Frenchmen who 
had been below, returned with twenty beaver, 
which they had calight in traps. 

Thursday 15. The morning agaill cloudy, and 
the ice running thicker than yesterday, the wind 
variable. The mall came back with information that 
bUr hunters were about thirty miles below, and We 
immediately sent all order to them to make their 
way through 1he floating ice, to assist them ill 
'Which we sent some tin for the boW' of the pe
riogue and a to\v-rope. The ceremoUy of yester-

. day seems to coutinue still, for we were not visited 
by a single Indian~ The sWan are still passing to 
the south. 

Friday 16. We hall it Very hard white frost this 
morning. the trees are all covered with ice, and 
the weather cloudy. The men this day moved into 
the huts, although they are 110t finished. In the 
evening some horses were sent down to the woods 
hear us in ortler to prevent their being stolen by 
the Assiniboins, with 'Whom mme difficulty is no" 
apprehended. An Indian came down with four buf
faloe robes and some corn, which he off~red for a 
pistol, but was ref\lsed. 

Saturday, Novemher 17. Last night was very 
cold, and the ice ill the river to-day is thicker than 
hitherto. We are totally occupied with our huts, 
but received visits from several Incliaus. 

Sunday, November 18. To-day we had a cold 
windy morning; the Black Cat came to see us, and 
.ccupied us for a long time with questions OR the 
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gave him as well as the squaw some presents, par· 
ticularly an axe to the woman with which she was 
very much pleased. 

Tuesday 13. We this morning unloaded the boat 
and stowed away the contents in a storehouse which 
we have built. At half past ten ice began to flow 
down the river for the first time: in the course of 
the morning we were visited by the Black Cat, 
Poscaps2.he, who brought an Assiniboin chief ami 
seven warriors to see us. This man, whose name is 
Chechawk, is a chief of one out of three bands of 
Assiniboins who wander over the plains between the 
Missouri and Assiniboin during the summer, and in 
the winter carry the spoils of their hunting to the 
traders on the Assiniboin river, and occasionally 
come to this place: the whole three bands consist 
of~bout eight hundred men. We gave him a twist 
of tobacco to smoke with his people, and a gold conI 
for himself: the Sioux also asked for whiskey which 
we refused to give them. It snowed all day and the 
air was very cold. 

Wednesday 14. The river rose last night half an 
inch, and is now filled with floating ice. This mor
ning was cloudy with some snow: about seventy 
lodges of Assiniboins and some Knistenaux are at the 
Mandan village; and this being the day of adop· 
tion and exchange of property between them all, it 
is accompanied by a dance, which prevents our 
seeing more than two Indians to-day: these Knis
tenaux are a baml of Chippeways, whose language 
they speak; they live on the Assiniboin and Saska
~hawall rivers, and are about two hundred and. 
forty men. We sent a man down on horseback i8 
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thirty-two ~eer, eleven elk, and five bu.ffaloes, all 
of which was hung in a smokehouse. 

Tuesday 20. We this day moved into our huts, 
which are now completed. This place; whieh we 
call Fort IVCandan ... is situated in a point of low 
ground; .on.the .lortll sid"e of the Missouri, covered 
with tall and heavy cottonwood. The wor.ksconsist 
of two tows of huts or sheds, forming an angle 
wh.ere they joined each, other; each row cOl1taining 
fout rooms, of folirteen feet .square and seven feet 
high, with plank ceiling, and the roof slanting so as 
toform a loft above the rooms; the higllestpartof 
whichis eighteen.feet from t}ie ground: the backs 
of the huts formed a wall of that height, anll o~pQoo 
site the angle the place of the wall was supplied by 
picketing: in the area were two rooms for stores 
and provisiOllS, The. latitude, by observation" is 
47° 2!' 47", and the computed distance from the 
mouth of the Missouri sixteen hundred miles. 

In the course, Qf ~he day several Indians came 
down to partakecofour fresh meat; among the rest, 
three chiefs of the second Mandan village. They 
inform us, tha,tc,the Sioux on the l\:lissouri above 
the Chayellue river, threaten to attack them this 
winter; that these Sioux are much irritated at the 
Ricaras for having made peace through our means 
with the Mandans, and. have lately ill-treated three 
Ricaras, who carried the pipe of peace to them, by 
heating them, and taking away their horses. We 
gave them assurance's, that we would protect them 
from all their enemies. 

November 21st. The weather was this day fine: 
the river clear of ice, and rising a little: we are 
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usages of our country. He mentioned that a COUll-· 

cil had been held yesterday to deliberate on the state 
of their affairs. It seems that not long ago, a party 
of Sioux fell in with some horses belonging to the 
Minetarees, and carried them off; but in their flight 
they were met by soine Assiniboins, who killed the 
Sioux and kept the horses: a Frenchman too who 
had lived many years !among the Mandans, was 
lately killed on his route to the British factory 011 

the Assinitioill; some smaller differences existed be
tween the two nations, all of which being discussed. 
the council decided that they would not resent the 
receht insults from the Assiniboins and Knistenaux, 
until they had seen whether we had deceived them 
or not ill our promises of furnishing them with arms 
and ammunition. They had been disappointed in 
their hopes of reteiving them from Mr. Evans, and 
were afraid that we too, like him, might tell them. 
what was not true. We advised them to continue 
at peace, that supplies of every kind would no doubt 
arrive for them, but that time was necesiary to or
ganize the trade. The fact is that the Assiuiboiu!l 
treat the Mandalls as the Sioux do the Ricaras; by 
their vicinity to the British they get all the sup
plies, which they withhold or give at pleasure to the 
remoter Indians; the consequence is, that however 
badly treated the Mandans and Ricaras are very 
slow to retaliate, lest they should lose their trad~ 
altogether. 

Monday. 19. The ice continues to float in the 
river, the will(l high from the northwest, and the 
weather cold. Our hunters arrived from'their ex
eu~sion brr1ow, and bl ing a very fine su pply of 
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lages~ one on the southeast of the Missouri, the other 
on the opposite side, and at the distance of three 

'miles across. The first, in an open plain, cOl\tain$ 
about forty or fifty lodges, built in the same way 
as those of the Ricaras: the second, the same num~ 
ber, and both may rai~e abQut three hundred and 
fifty men. • :1' 

On the same side of the river, and at the distance' 
of four miles from the lower Mandan village, is 
another, called Mahaha. It is situated in a high. 
plain, at the mouth of Knife river, and is the resi
dence of the Ahnahaways. This nation, whose 
name indicates, that they were" people whose vil
lage is on a hill," formerly resided on the Missouri,' 
about thirty miles below where they now live. The 
Assiniboins and Sioux forced them to a spot five 
miles higher, where the greatest part of them were 
put to death, and the rest emigrated to their pre., 
sent situation, in order to obtain an asylum near:. 
the Minnetaroes. They are called by the Fr~nch, 
Soulier Nair, or Shoe Indians: by the Mandans, 
'Vattasoons, and their whole force is about fifty; 
men; 

Oil the south side of the same Knife riv-er, llalf a 
mile above the Mahaha, and in the same open plaill 
with it, is a village of the Minnetarees surnamed 
Metaharta, who are about one hundred and fifty 
men in number. On the opposite side of Knife river, 
and one aJl(I a half mile above this village is a 
second of 1\1 innetarees, who may be considere(l as 
1he proper Minnetaree nation. It is situated ill a 
beautiful low plain, and contains four hundred anci 
fifty warrior~. The accounts which we received of 
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now settled in our new winter habitation, and shall 
wait with much anxiety the first return of sFring, 
to continue our journey. 

The villages near which we are established are 
five in number, and are the residence of three di8-
tinct nations': the :Mandans, the Ahnahaw3Ys, 
and the Minetarees. The history of the Malldans, 
as we received it from our interpreters and from the 
chiefs themselves, and as it is attested by exist
ing monuments, illustrates more than tha t of any 
other the unsteady movements and the tottering 
fortunes of the American nations. 'Vithin the re
collection of living witnesses, the Mandalls were 
settled forty years ago in nine villages, the ruins of 
which we passed about eighty miles below, and si
tuated seven on the west and two on the east side of 
the Missouri. The two finding themselves wasting 
away before the small-pox and the Sioux, united 
into one village, and moved up the river opposite 
to the Ricaras. The same causes reduced the re
maining seven to five villages, till at length they 
emigrate(l in a body to the Ricara nation, where 
they formed themsel ves illto two villages, and join
ed those of their countrymen who had gone before 
them. In their ne;,,, residence they were still inse
cure, and at length the tlvee villages ascended the 
Missouri· to their present position. The two who 
had emigrated together still settled in the two vil
lages Oil the northwest side of the Missouri, while 
the single village took a pos,ition on the !!outheast 
side. In this situation they were found by those who 
visited them in 1796 ; since which the two villag( s 
have united into one. 'fhey are now in two vil-
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engaged in the night, were astonished a~iscovcr_ 
iug that they were fighting with men who spoke 
their own language. The name or Grosv~ntres, or ' 
Bigbellies, is given to these M innetarees, as well 
as to all the Fall Indians. The inhabitants of these 
five villages, all of which are within the distance 
of six miles, live in harmony with each other. The 
Ahnahaways understand in part the language of. 
the l\1illnetarees: the dialect of the l\landalls dif
fers widely from both; but their long residence 
together has insensibly blended their m~lJ1nerSi and 
occasioned some approximation in language, paTti-' 
cularly as to objects of daily occurrence, and obvious 
to the senses. 

November 22. The morning was fiue, and the 
day warm. We purchased from the Mandans a 
quantity of corn of a mixed colour, which they dug 
up in ears from holes made near the front of their 
lodges, in which it is buried during the winter.
This morning the sentinel informed us, that an 
Indian was about to kill his wife near the fort; we 
went down to the house of our interpreter,where 
we found the parties, an(1 after forbidding arty vio
lence, inquired into the callse of his intending to 
commit such an atrocity. It appeared that some 
days ago a quarrel had taken place-between him 
and his wife, in consequence of which she had taken 
refuge in the house where the two squaws of our 
interpreter lived: by running away she forfeited 
her life, which might have been lawfully takeil by 
the husband. About two days ago she had returned 
to the village, but the same evening came back to 
the fortI much beaten, and stablJed in three places; 
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the MintJ.etarees were contradictory. The Mandans 
say that this people came out of the water to the 
east, and settled near them in their former esta
blishment in nine villages; that they were very 
numerous, amI fixed themselves in one village on 
the southern side of the Missouri. A quarrel about 
a buff'aloe divided the nation, of which two bands 
went into the plains, ancl were known by the name 
of Crow and Paunch Indians, and the rest moved 
to their present establishment. The IVIil1netarees 
Proper assert, on the contrary, that they grew where 
they 110W live, and will never emigrate froni the 
~ot; the great spirit having declared, that if they 
moved they would all die. They also say, that the 
Minnetarees Metaharta, that is; :Minnetarees of the 
Willows, whose language, with vety little variatio11, 
is their own, came many years ago ftom the plains, 
and settled near them; and perhaps the two tradi
tions may be reconciled by the natural presumption) 
'that these Minnetarees were the tribe known to the 
Mandans below, and that they ascended the river 
for the purpose of rejoining the Minnetarees Pro
per. These Minnetarees are part of the great nation 
called Fall Indians; who occupy the intermediate 
country between the ~issouri and the Saskaska
wan, and who are known by the name of l\-Iinne
tlt-rees of the Missouri, and Minnetarees of Fort de 
Prairie; that is, residing near, or rather frequent
ing the establishment in the prairie on the Saskas
kawau. These Minnetarees indeed told us, that they 
had relations on the Saskaskawan, whom they had 
never known till they met them in war, and havin&, 

YOLo I. 2 B 
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Tuesday 27, the weather cloudy, the winu con
tinuing from the northwest, and the Ijver crowded 
with floating ice, ea ptain Lewis returned with two 
chiefs, Mahllotah, an Ahnahaway, and Minnessur
raree, a Minnetaree, and a third warrior: theyex
plained to us, that the reason of their not having 
come to see us was, that the Mandans had told them 
that we meant to combine with the Sioux, and cut 
them off in the course of the winter; a suspicion 
increased by the strength of the fort, and the cic. 
cumstance of our interpreters having both removed 
there with their families: these reports we did not 
fail to disprove to their entire satisfaction, and 
amused them by every attention, pflrticularly by 
the danch1g' of the men, which diverted theJIl highly. 
AU· the Indians whom captain Lewis had visited, 
were very well disposed, and received him with 
great kindness, except a principal chief of one of 
the upper villages, named Mahpa.hllaparapassatoQ, 
or Horned 'V easel, "ho made ~se of the civilized 
indecorum of refusing to be seen, and when" cap7 
taiH Lewis called, he was told the chief was not at 
home. In the course.-of til" day, seven of the north:, 
west company's traders arrived from the Assiniboin 

. ":: !li 

river, and oue of their interpreters having 11l1qer-
taken to circulate among the Indian~ unfavourable 
reports, it become necessary to warn them of th~ 
consequences, if they did not desist from such pro
ceedings. The river fell two inches to-day, and the 
weather became very cold. 

Wednesday28. About eight o'clock last evening 
it began to snow, and continued till day-break. 
~fter which it ceased till seven ()'clockl but then 

, '. 
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and the hmband came now for the purpose of com

pleting his revenge. He observed, that he had lent 
her to one of our sergeants for a 1might, awl th:1t, 

ifhe wanted her, he would give her to him altog'c

'ther: we gave h~m a few presents, amI tried to 
persu~Qe him to take his wife home; the grand 

chief too happened to arrive at the same moment, 

and reproached him with his violence, till at length 

they went off together, but by no means in a state 

of much apparent love. 

November 23. Again we had a fair and warm 
day, with the wind frpm the southeast; the liver is 

now at a stand, having risen four inches in the whole. 

November 24. The wind continued from the same 

quarter, and the weather was warm: we were oc

cupied in finishing our huts, and making a large 

rope of elk-skin to draw onr boat on the bank. 

Sunday, November 25. The weather is still fine, 

warm and pleasant, and the liver falls one inch and 

a half. Captain Lewis went on an excursion to the 

villages, accompanied by eight men. A"";,i illneta

ree chief, the first who has visited us, came down 
to the fort, his name was ~nau:kelassa, but as both 

the interpreters had gor'le with captain Lewis, we 

were pbliged to confine our civilitil's to some pre
sents, with which he was much pleased: we now 

completed 0llr huts, and fortunately too, for the 
next day, 

:Monday, November 26, before daylig;bt, the 

wind shifted to the northwest, and blew very hut!, 
with cloudy weather, and a keen cold air, v, hich 

confined us much, and prevented us from worli.iJ'g~ 

lhe night continued very cold, and, 
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had been met about eight leagues to the southwest 
by a party of Sioux, who had killed one of them, 
wounded two, aud taken nine horses; that four of 
the \Vattasoons were missing, and that the Man
dans expected an attack. We thought this ati ex
cellent opportunity to discountenance the injurious 
reports against us, and to fix the wavering confi
dence of the nation. Captain Clarke therefore in
stantly crossed the river, with twenty-three men, 
strongly armed, and. circling the tOWI1, approached 
it from behind. His unexpected appearance sur
prised and alarmed the chiefs, who came out to meet 
11im, and couqucted him to the village. He then 
told them, that having heard of the outrage just 
committed, he had come to a~~ist his dutiful chil ... 
(hen; that if they wonld assemble their warriors, 
and '~hose of the nation~ he would lead them against 
the Sioux, aud avenge the blood of their cO~l1try
men. After some miuutes conversation, Oheenaw 
the Chayenne arose; "ilV r !lOW see.~' said he, "that 
what you have told us is true, since as soon as our 
enemies threaten to attack us, JOu come to protect 
us, and are ready to chastise tho$e ""ho have spilt 
our blood. We did indeed listen to your good talk; 
for when you told us that the other nations were 
inclined to peace with us, we we~lt out carelessly, 
in small parties, and some have been killed by the 
Sioux and Ricaras. But I knew that the Ricara •. · 

...... - ... ,;-. 

were liars, and I told their chief who accompan~el\ 
you, that },i3 whole nation were liars and bad men; 
that we had several times made a peace with them~' 
which they were the first to break; tha~ whenever 
We pleased we might shoot them like. buffaloe, but 
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resumed, and contiimed during the day, the wea
ther being cold, and the river full of floating ice: 
about eight o'clock Poscopsahe came down to visit 
us, with some warriors; we gave them presents, and 
entertained them with all that might amuse their 
curiosity, and at parting we told them, that we had 
heard of the British trader, Mr. Laroche, having 
attempted to distribute medals and flags among 
them, but that those medals could not be received 
from any other than the American nation, without 
incurring the displeasure of their great father, the 
president. They left us much pleased with their 
treatment. The river fell OIle inch to-day. 

Thursday 29. The wind is again from the north
west, the weather cold, and the snow, which fell 
yesterday and last night, is thirteen inches in depth. 
The river closed during the night, at the village 
above, and fell two feet; but this afternoon it be
gan to rise a little. Mr. Laroche, the principal of 
the seven traders, came with one of his men to see 
p.~; we told him, that we should not permit him to 
giv~ medals and flags to the Indians; he declared 
that he had no such intention, and we then suf
fered him ~o make use of one of our interpreters, 
on his stip'Q.lating not to touch any subject but that 
of his traffic with them. An unfortunate accident 
o,ccnrred to sergeant Pryor, who in taking down 
the boat's mast dislocated his shoulder, nor was it 
till after four trials that we replaced it. 

Frtday 30. About ei.ght o'clock an Indian came 
to the opposite bank of the river, calling out tha~ 
he .had somethiog important to communicate, and 
en sending for him, he told us, that five Mandan, 
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ill-disposed men were countenanced by the whol~ 
tribe; that the Sioux possessed great influence over 
the Ricaras, whom they supplied with military 
stores, and sometimes led them astray, because they 
were afraid to oppose them: but that this should be 
the less offensive, since the Mandans themselves 
were under the same apprehensions from the Assi
niboins and Knistenaux; and that while they were 
thus dependant, both the Ricaras and Mandans 
ought to keep on terms with their powerful neigh
bours, whom they may afterwards set at defiance. 
when we shall supply them with arms. and take 
them under our protection. 

After two hours conversation captain Clarke left 
the village. The chief repeatedly thanked him for 
the fatherly protection he had given them, observ
ing that the whole village had been weeping all 
night and day, for the brave young man who had 
been slain, but now they would wipe their eyeg, 
and weep no more, as they saw that their- fatheT 
would protect them. He then crossed the river on 
the ice, and returned on the north side to the fort. 
The day as well as the evening was cold, and the 
river rose to its former height. 

Saturday, December]. The wind was from the 
north-west, and the whole party engaged in pick
eting the fort. About ten o'clock, the half brother 
of the man who had been killed, came to inform ue, 
that six Sharhas or Chayenne Indians had arrived. 
bringing a pipe of peace, and that their nation was 
three days march behind them. Three Pawnees had 
accompanied the Sha) has, and the Mandans being 
afraid of the Sharhas; on account of their being at 
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thart we had no wish to kill them; that we would 
not suffer them to kill us, nor steal our horses; <lud 
that although we agreed to make peace with them, 
because our two fathers desired it, yet we did not 
believe that they would be faithful long. Such,
father, was my lau'guage to them in your presence, 
and you see, that instead of listening to your good 
counsels they have spilt our blood. A few days ago 
two Ricaras came here, and told us that two of their 
villages were making moccasins, that the Sioux 
were stirring them up against us, and that we 
ought to take care of our horses; yet these very 
Ricaras we sent home as soon as the news reached 
us to-day, lest our people should kill them in the 
first moment of grief for their murdered relatives. 
Four of the Wattasooas, whom we expected back 
ill sixteen days, have been absent twenty-four, and 
we fear have fallen. But, father, the snow is now 
deep, the weather cold, and our horses cannot tra
vel through the plains: the murderers have gone 
off: if you will conduct us in the spring, when the 
snow has disappeared, we will assemble aU the sur
rounding warriors, and follow you." 

Captain Clarke replied, that we were always 
willing amI able to defend them; that he was sorry 
that the snow prevented their marching to meet the 
Sioux, since he wished to show them, that the war
riors of their great father would chastise the ene
mies of his obedient children who opened their e:J}"S 
to his advice; that if some Ricaras had joined the 
Sioux, they should remember, that there \vere had 
men in every nation, and that they sl'ould not be 
offended at the R~caras till they sa w whether these 
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has and Mandans, and showill.g them onr-cnriositie., 
we dismisse(l them, apparently well pleased at their 
reception. 

Monday, December 3. The morning was fine, 
but in the afternoon the weather ·became cold, with 
the wind from the northwest. The father of the 
Mandan who was killed, brought us a present of 
dried pumpkins, and some pemitigon, for which we 
gave him some small articles. Our offer of assistance 
to avenge the death of his son, seemed to hav.epro
duced a grateful respect from him, as well as from 
the brother of the deceased, which pl-eased us 
much. 

Tuesday 4th. The wind continues from the north
west, the weather cloudy aHd raw, and the river 
rose one inch. Oscapsahe and two young chiefs pass 
the day with us. The whole religion ofthe Man
dans consists in the belief of one great spirit pre
siding over their destinies. This being must be ill 
the nature of a good genius, since it is associatei 
with the healing art, and the great spirit is syno
nimous with great medicine, a name also applied 
-to every thing which they do 110t comprehend. 
Each individual selects for himself the particl9ar 
object of his devotion, which is ter.med llis medicin .. , 
and is either some invisible being or more-commoollf 
some animal, which thenceforward becomes his prer 
tector, or his intercessor with the great spirit·; to 
propitiate whom every attention is lavished, :aud 
every personal consideration is sacrificed. "I was 
lately owner of seventeen horses," said a Mandan 
to us one day, "but I have offered them aU up to 
my medicine, and am now poor." He had in rea-



UP THE MISSOURI. 173 

peace with the Sioux, wished to put both them and 
the three Pawnees to death; but the chiefs had 
forbidden it, as it would be contrary to our wishes. 
'We gave him a present of tobacco, and although, 
from his connexion with the sufferer, he was more 
embittered against the Pawnees than any other 
Mandan, yet he seemed perfectly well satisfied 
with our pacific couusels and advice. The Mandans, 
we observe, call aU- the Ricaras by the name of 
Pawnees; the name of Ricaras being that by which 
the nation distinguishes itself. 

In the evening we were visited by a Mr. Hen
derson, who came from the Hudson-bay company 
to trade with the l\1innetarees. He had been 
about eight days on his route, in a direction nearly 
south, and brought with him tobacco, beads, and 
other merchandi'Ze, to trade for furs, and a few 
guns, which are to be exchanged for horses. 

Sunday, December 2. The latter part of the • 
evening was warm, and a thaw continued till the 
morning, when the wind shifted to the north. At 
. ele;vell <:,' clock the chiefs of the lower village brought 
down four of the Sharhas. We explained to them 
our intentions, and advised them to remain at peace 
with each other: we also gave them a flag, some 
tobacco, and a speech for their nation. These were 
accompanied by a letter to Messrs. Tabeau and 
Gravelines at the Ricara village, requesting them 
to preserve peace if possible, and to declare the part 
which we should be forced to take, if the Ricaras 
and Sioux made war on those whom we had adopt
tcl. After distributing a few presents to the Shar-
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again, and the wind shifted to the northeast: we 
were visited by several Indians with a present of 
pumpkins, and by two of the traders of the north-
west company. . 

Thursday 6. The wind was violent from the north 
northwest with some snow, the air keen and cold. 
At eight o'clock A.M., the thermometer stood at 
ten degrees above 0, and the river rose an inch and 
a half in the course of the day. 

Friday, December 7. The wind still continued 
from the northwest, and the day is very cold: Sha .. 
haka, the chief of the lower village, came to apprise 
us, that the buffaloe were near, and that his people 
were wai ting for us to join them in the chase: cap
tain Clarke with fifteen men went out, and found 
the Indians engaged in killing the buffaloe. TIle 
hunters, mounted on horseback, and armed with 
bows and arrows, encircle the herd, ·and gradually 
drive them into a plain, or an open place fit for the 
movements of horse: they then ride in among them, 
and singling out a buffaloe, a female being pre
ferred, go as close as possible, and wound her with 
arrows till they think they have given the mortal 
stroke; when they pursue ar.other, till the quiver 
is exhausted: if, which rarely happens, the wOJlnded 
buffaloe attacks the hunter, he evades his blow by 
the agility of his horse, which is trained for the 
combat with great dexterity. When they have 
killed the requisite number, they collect their game, 
and the squaws and attenda~lts come up from the 
rear, and skin and dress the animals. Captain Clarke 
killed ten buffaloe, of which five only were brought 
to the fort, the fest, which could not be C OllV eyed. 
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lity taken all his wealth, his horses, into the plain, 
amI turning them loose, committed them to the 
care of his medicine, and abandoned them for ever. 
The horses, less religious, took care of themselves, 
and the pious votary travelled home on foot. Their 
belief in a future state is connected with this tradi
tion of their origin: the whole nation resided in olle 
large village under ground, near a subterraneous 
lake: a grape-vine extended its roots down to their 
habitation, and gave them a view of the light: 
some of the most adventurous climbed up the vine, 
and were delighted with the sight of the earth, 
which they found covered with buffaloe, and rich 
with every kind offruits: returning with the grapes 
they had gathered, their C0untrymen were so pleased 
with the taste of them, that the whole nation re
s0lved to leave their dull residence for the charms 
6f the upper region; men, women and children 
aseended by means of the vine; but when about 
half the nation had reached the surface of the earth, 
a corpulent woman, who was clambering up the 
vine, broke it with her w€ight, and closed upon 
herself, and the rest of the nation, the light of the_ 
SUllo Those who were left on earth made a village 
below, where we saw the nine villages; and when 
the MalldaHs' die they expect to return to the ori
gtnal seats of their forefathers; the good. reaching 
the ancient village by means of the lake, which 
the burden of the SillS of the wicl{ed will ~ot ena
ble them to cross. 

Wed~nesday 5. The morning was cold and dis
agreeable, the wind from the southeast accompa
nied witl~ snow: in the evening there was snow 
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Monday 10. Captain Clarke, who had gone out 
yesterday with eighteen men, to bring in the meat 
we had killed the day before, and to continue the 
hunt, came in at twelve o'clock. Aner killing nine 
buffaloe, and preparing that already dead, he had 
r;pent a cold: disagreeable night on the snow, with 
HO covering but a small blanket, sheltered by the 
hides of the buffa-Ioe they had kitled. We observe 
large herds of bucffaloe Cl'ossing the river on ihe ice, 
the men who were frost-hptten are recovering, but 
the weather is still exceedingly cold,. the wind being 
from the north, and the thermometer at ten and 
and eleven degrees below 0: the rise of the river is 
one inch and a half. 

Tuesday II. The weather becam.e so intensely 
cold, that we SCllt for all the hunters, who had re
mained out with captain Clarke's party, and they 
retnrned in the evening, several of them frost-bit. 
ten. The "il'iU: was from the north, and the ther.
ID()meter at snn-lise stood at tweNty-one below 0, 
the ice in the atmosphere being so thick a.s to ren
deF the weather hazy, and give the appearan.ce 0f 
two suns reflecting each (l,ther. The Fiv;eIt £ontinuell 
at a stand. P0capsahe made us a visit to~day. 

Wednesday 12. The wind is still from. tile north, 
the thermometer being at sun-rise thirty-eight de. 
grees below o. One of the Ah.nahaways brougJi't us 
down Hle half O'f an antelope killed near the fort: 
we had been informed, that all these animals return 
to the Blac k mountains, but there are great 11um. 
bers of them abO'ut us at this season, ""hi.ch we mi.gbt 
easily kill, but are unwillillg to' venture out before 
our eOllstitufi"O'DS are ha'F(lened gJ!aduaUy to' the 
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home, being seized by the Indians; among whom 
the custom is, that whenever a buffaloe is found 
dead, without any arrow or particular mark, he is 
the property of the finder; so that often a hunter 
secures scarcely any of the game he kills, if the 
arrow happens to fall off: whatever is left out at 
night falls to the share of the wolves, who are the 
constallt and numerous attendants of the buffaloe. 
The liver closed opposite the fort last night, an 
inch and a half in thickness. In the morning the 
thermometer stood at one degree below O. Three 
men were badly frost-bitten, in consequence of their 
exposure. 

Saturday 8. The thermometer stood at twelve 
degrees below 0, that is at forty-two degrees below 
the freezing point: the wind was from the north
west. Captain Lewis with fifteen men went out to 
hunt the buffaloe; great numbers of which dark
ened the prairies for a considerable distance: they 
did not return till after dark, having killed eight 
buffaloe and one deer. The hunt was, however, 
very fatiguing, as they were obliged to make a 
circuit at the distance of. more than seven miles: 
the cold too was so excessive, that the air was filled 
with icy particles, resembling a fog, and the snow 
generally six or eight inches deep, and sometimes 
eighteen; in consequence of which two of the party 
were hurt by falls, and several had their feet frost
bitten .. \ 

Sunday 9. The willd was this day from the east, 
the thermometer at seven degrees above 0, and the 
sun shone clear: two chiefs visited us, olle ill a 
.leigh, drawn by a dog and loaded with m~at. 
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it fell to 74° below the freezing point. From Mr. 
Haney, who is a very sensible intelligent man, we 
obtaine<l much geographical information with re
gard to the country between the Missouri and 
Mississippi, and the various tribes of Sioux who 
inhabit it. 

Tuesday IS. The thermometer at sun-rise was 
32° below O. The Indians had invited us yesterday 
to join their chace to-day, but the seven men whom 
we sent returned, in consequence of the cold, which 
was so severe last night, that we were obliged to 
have the sentinel relieved every half hour. The 
northwest traders however left us, on their retneD 
home. 

Wednesday 19. The weather moderated, and the 
river rose a little, so that we were enabled to con
tinue the picketing of the fort. Notwithstanding 
the extreme cold, we observe the Indians at the 
"Village engaged, out in the open air, at a game 
which resembled billiards more than any thing we 
had seen, and which we inclined to suspect may 
have -been acquired by ancient intercourse with the' 
French of Canada. From the first to the secoJ1(l 
chief's lodge, a distance of about fifty yards, waS 
covered with timber, smoothed and joined so as to 
be as level as the floor of one of our houses, with.3 
battery at the eml to stop the rings: these rings 
were of clay-stone, and flat like the chequers for 
drafts, and the sticks were about four feet long, 
·with two short pieces at one end, in the form of a 
mace, so fixed, that the whole will slide along the 
board. Two men fix: themselves at one end, each 
provided with a stick, and one of them with a ring; 
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climate. We measured the river on the ice, and 
find it fiye hundred yards wide immediately oppo
-!ite the fort. 

Thursday 13 •. Last night was clear, and a very 
heavy frost covered ,the old snow, the thermometer 
at sun-rise being twenty degrees below 0, and fol
lowed by a fiue day. The river falls. 

:Friday 14. The morning was fine, and the wea
therhaving moderated so far, that the mercury 
stood at 0, captain Lewis went down with a party 
to hunt; they proceeded about eighteen miles, but 
the buffaloe having left the banks of the river, they 
saw only two, which were so poor as not to be wortn 
killing, and shot two deer. Notwithstanding the 
snow, -we were visited by a large number of tht: 
Mandans. 

Saturday 15. Captain Lewis, finding no game, 
returned to the fort, hunting on both sides of the 
river, but with no success. The wind being from 
the north, the mercury at sun-rise eight degrees 
"below 0, and the mow of last night an inch and a 
half in depth. The Indian chiefs continue to visit 
us to-day with presents of meat. 

Sunday 16. The morning is clear and cold, the 
mercury at sun-rise 22° below 0. A Mr. Haney, 
with two other persons from the British establish
ment ~n the Assiniboin, arrived in six days, with a 
letter from Mr. Charles Chabouilles, one of the 
company, who with much politeness offered to ren
der us any service in.his power . 

. Monday 17. The weather to-day was colder than 
any we had yet experienced, the thermometer at 
Eun-,rise being 45° below 0, and about eight o'clock 
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us with a favourite Mandan dish, a mixture of 
pumpkins, beans, corn, and chokecherries with the 
stones, all boiled together in a kettle, and forming 
a composition by no means ·unpalatable. 

Monday 2~tth. The uay continued warm and 
pleasant, and the number of visitors became trou
blesome. As a present to three of the chiefs, we 
divided a tillet of sheep-skin, which we brought for 
spunging, into three pieces each, of two inches in 
width; they were delighted at the gift, which they 
deemed of equal value with a fine horse. We this 
day completed our fort, and the next morning, 
being Christmas, 

Tuesday, 25th, we were awaked before 4ay by 
a discharge of three platoons from the party. We 
had told the Indians not to visit us, as it was one of 
our great medicine days; so 'that the men remained' 
at home, and amused themselves in various ways", . 
particularly with dancing, in which they take great 
pleasure. The American flag was hoisted, for the 
first time in the fort; the best provisions we had 
were brought out, and this, ~ith a little brandy, 
enabled them to pass the day in great festivity. 

Wednesday, 26th. The weather is again tempe
ra.te, but 110 Indians have come to see us. One of 
the northwest traders, who came down to request 
the aid of our Minnetaree interpreter, informs us, 
that a party of Minnetarees, who had gone in pur
suit of the Assiniboins, who lately stole their horses, 
had just returned. 'As is their custom, they came 
back in small detac'bments, the last of which brought 
home eight horses, which they had captured or stolen 
from an Assiniboin camp on Mouse river. 
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they then run along the board, and about half way 
slide the sticks after the ring. 

Thursday 20. The wind was from the N."\V. the 
weather moderate, the thermometer 24° above 0 at 
sun-rise. We availed ourselves of this change to 
picket the fort near the river. 

Friday 21. The day was fine and warm, the wind 
N.W. by W. The Ind-ian, who had been prevented 
a few days ago from killing his wife, came with 
both his wives to the fort, and was very desirous of 
reconciling our' interpreter; a jealousy against 
whom, on account of his wife's taking refuge in his 
house, had been the cause of his animosity. A 
woman brought her child with an abscess in the 
lower part of the back, and offered as mueh corn 
as she could carry for some medicine; we admini
stered to it of course very cheerfully. 

Saturday 22d. A number of squaws, and men 
dressed like squaws, bronght corn to trade for small 
articles with 'the men. Among other things, we 

. procured two horns of the animal, called by the 
French the Rock mountain sheep, and known to 
the Mandans 1,y the name of ah8ahta. The animal 
itself is about the size of a small elk or large deer: 
the horns.winding like those of a ram, which they 
resemble also in tex·ture, though larger and thicker. 

Sunday 2:3d. The weather was fine and warm, 
like that of yesterday: we were again visited by 
crowds of Indiaqs of all descriptions, who came 
either to trade or from mere curiosity. Among the 
rest Kogahami, the Little Raven, brought his" ife ' 
and son loaded with corn, and she then entertainell 

YOLo I. 2 D 
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piell hy the Sisatoones, a band consisting of about 
two hundred warriors. 

These bands rarely if ever approach the Missouri, 
which is occupied by their kinsmen the Yank tons 
and the Tt'tons. The Yank tons are of two tribes, 
those of the plains, or rather of the north; a wan
dering race, of about five hundred men, who roam 
over the plains at the heads of the Jacques, the 
Sioux, and the Red river; and those of the south, 
who possess the country between the Jacques and 
Sioux rivers and the Desmoille. But the bands of 
Sioux most known on the Missouri are the Tetolls. 
The first who are met on ascending the Missouri is 
the tribe, called, by the French, the Tetons of the 
Boise Brule or Burntwood, who reside on both sides . 
of the Missouri, about White and Teton rivers, and 
number two hundred warriors. Above them on the 
:Missouriare the Teton Okandandas, a band of one 
hundred men, living below the Chayenne river, 
between which and the Wet3tfhoo river is a third 
band, called Teton Minnakenozzo, of nearly two 
hundred and fifty men; and below the Warreconne 
is the fourth and last tribe of Tetons of about three 
hundred men, and called Teton Saone. Northward 
of these, between the Assiniboin and the Missouri, 
are two bands of Assiniboins, one on Mouse river, 
of about two hundred men, and called Assiniboin 
l\l"enatoPll; the other, residing on both sides of 
White river, called by the French, Gens de Feuil
lees, and amounting to two hund~ed ~nd fifty men. 
Beyond these a band of Assiniboi~s of four hundred 
and fifty meli, and called the Big Dev'ils, wander 
on the heads of Milk, Porcupi~e, and¥artha'~ 
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Thursday,27th. A little fine snow fell this mor
ning, and the air was colder than yesterday, with 
a high northwest wind. We were fortunate enough 
to have among our men a good blacksmith, ,,,hom 
we set at work to mal{e a variety of articles: his 
operations seemed to surprise the Indians who came 
to see us, but nothing could equal their astonish
ment at the bellows, which they considered as a 
very great medicine. Having heretofore promised 
a more particular account of the Sioux, the fol
lowing may serve as a general outline of their 
history. 

Almost the whole of that vast tract of country, 
comprised betw~en the Mississippi, the Red river 
of Lake Winnepeg, the Saskas~awan, and the 
Missouri1 is loosely occup~ed by a great nation, 
whose primitiye name is parcota, bu t who are called 
Sioux by the French, Sues hy the English. Their 
original seats were qp. the Mississippi, but they have 
gradually spread titemselves abroad, and become 
subdivided into numerous tribes. Of these, what 
may be considered as the Darcotas are, the Min
dawarcarton, or J\'linowakanton, known to the French 
by the name of the Gens du Lac, or People of the 
Lake. Their' residence is on both sides of the Mis
sissippi, near the falls ~f St. Anthony, and the pro
bable number of their warriors about three hundred. 
Above them, on the river St. Peter's~ is the \"{ah
patone, a smaHer band of nearly two hundred men; 
and still further up the same river, below Y ello\\
wood river~' are the Wahpatpotas or Gens de Feuil
les, an inferior band of not more than one hundred 
•. <, t 

men; while the sources of the St. Peter's are occu= 
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thermometer 20° below O. We killed one deer, and 
yesterday one of the men shot a wolf. The I~lclians 
brought corn, beans and squashes, which they very 
readily gave for getting their axes and kettles 
mended. In their general conduct, during the~e 
visits, they are honest, but wm occasionally pilfer 
any small article. 

IV[onday, 31. During the night there was a high 
",-ind, which covered the ice with hillocks of mixed 
sand and snow: the day was however fine, and the 
Indians came in great numbers, for the purpose of 
having their utensils repaired. 

Tuesday, January I, 1805. The new year was 
welcomed by two shot from the swivel, and a round 
()f small arms. The weather was cloudy but mode
rate; the mercury, which at sun-rise was at 18°, in 
the course of the day rose to 34° above 0: toward~ 
evening it began to rain, and at night we had 
snow, the temperature for which is about O. III 
the morning we permitted sixteen men with their 
music to go up to the first village, where they de
lighted the whole tribe with their dances, parti
cularly with the movements of one of the French
men, who danced on his head. In return they pre-:
sen ted the dancers with several buffaloe robes and 
quantities of corn. We were desirous of sho~ipg 
this attention to the village, because they had re
ceived an impression that we had bee~ wanting in 
regard for them, and because they had, ·in conse
quence, circulated invidious comparisons between 
us and the northern traders: all these, however, 
they declared to captain Clarke, who visited them, 
in the course of the morning, were made in jest. As 
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rivers; while still farther to the north are- seen two 
bands of the same nation, one of five hundred and 
the other of two hundred, roving on the Saskas
kawan. Those Assiniboins are recognised by a si
milarity of language, and by tradition, as descen
dants or seceders from the Sioux; though often at 
war are still acknowledged as relations. The Sioux: 
themselves, though scattered, meet annually on the 
Jacques, those on the Missouri trading with those 
on the Mississippi. 

CHAPTER VI. 

The party increase in the favour of the Mandans-Descl'iption of a buft'aloe 
dance-Medicine dance--The fortitude with which the Indians hear the 
severity of the season-Distreso of the party for want of provisions-Thtt 
great impol'lanc~ of the black,mith ill procuring it-Depredations of the 
Sioux-The homage paid to the medicine stone-Summary act of j",tire 
among the Minnetarees-The process by which the Mandans and Ricara. 
make beads-Charactq of the Missouri, of the surrounding cou"tr)', alld 

of the rivers, creeks, islands, &c. 

Friday, 28th. THE wind continued high last 
night, the frost severe, and the snow drifting in 
great quantities through the plains. 

Saturday, 29th. There was a frost fell last night 
nearly one quarter of all inch in depth, which con
tinued to fall till the sun 11all gained some height: 
the mercury at sun-rise stood at 9° below 0: there 
were a number of Indians at the fort in the course 
of the day. 

Sunday, 30th. The weathel' was cold, and the 
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Friday 4. The morning was cloudy and warm, 
the mercury being 28° above 0: but towards even
ing the wind changetl to northwest, and the w'ea.! 
ther became cold. We sent some hunters down the 
river, but they killed only one buffaloe and a wolf. 
We received the visit of Kagohami, who is very 
friendly, and to whom we gave a handkerchief and 
two files. 

Saturday 5. We had high and boisterous' winds 
last night and this morning: the Indians continue' 
to purchase repairs with grain of different kinds. 
In the first village there has been a buffaloe dance 
for the last three nights, which has put them all 
into commotion, a'nd the description which we re
ceived from those of the party who visited the vil
lage, and from other sources, is not a little ludi
crous: the bufl'aloe dance is an institution origi
nally intended for the benefit of the old men, and 
practised at their suggestion. When buffaloe be;·; 
comes scarce, they send a man to harangue the vil
lage, declaring that the game is far off, and that a 
feast is necessary to bring it back; and, if the viI:.. 
lage be disposed, a day and place is named for the 
celebration of it. At the appointed hour the old 
men arrive, and seat themselves cross:"legged oli 
skins round a fire in the middle of the lodge, with a 
50rt of doll or small image, dressed like a female, 
'placed before tliem. The young men bring with 
them a platter of provisions, a pipe of tobacco, and 
their wives, whose dress on the occasion'is only 3 

robe or manti~ loosely thrown round the body. On 
their arrival each youth selects the old man whom 
he means to distinguish by his favour, and spread~ 
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eaptain Clarke was about leaving the village, two 
of their chiefs returned from a mission to the Gros
ventres or wandering Minnetarees. These people 
were encamped about ten miles above, and while 
there one of the Ahnaways had stolen a ]Uinnetaree 
girl: the whole nation immediately espoused the 
quarrel, and one hundred and fifty of their warriors 
were marching down to revenge the insult on the 
Ahnaways. The chief of that nation took the girl 
from the ravisher, and giving her to the l\1andans, 
requested their intercession. The messengers went 
out to meet the warriors, and delivered the young 
damsel into the hands of her countrymen, smoked 
the pipe of peace with them, and were fortunate 
enough to avert their indignation and induce them 
to return. In the evening some of the men came to 
the fort, and the rest slept in the village. Pocapsahe 
also visited us, and brought some meat on his wife's 
back. 

Wednesday, January 2. It snowed last night, and 
during this day the same scene of gaiety was re
newed at the second village~ and all the men re
turned in the evening. 

Thursday 3. Last night it became very cold, 
and this morning we had some snow: our hunters 
were sent out for buffaloe, but the game had been 
frightened from the river by the Indians, so that 
they obtained only one: they however killed a hare -
and a wolf. Among the Indians who visited us was 
a Minnetaree, who came to seek his wife: she had 
been much abused, and came here for protection, but 
returned with him, as we had no authority to sepa
rate those whomeven the ~1andan rites had united • 

. ,: 
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west, the day cold, amI we received few Indians at 
the fort. Besides the buffaloe dance we have just 
described, there is another, called Medicine dance; 
an entertainment given by any person desirous of 
doing honour to his medicine or genius. He an
nounces, that ou such a day he will sacrifice his 
borses, or other property, and invites ,the young 
females of the village to assist in rendering homage 
to his medicine; all the inhabitants may join ill the 
solemnity, which is performed in the open pla+n, 
and by daylight, hut the dance is reserved for the 
virgin, or at least the unmarried females, who dis
dain the incumbrance or the ornament of dress. The 
feast is opened by devoting the goods of the master 
of the feast to his medicine, which is represented 
by a head of the animal itself, or by a medicine 
bag, if the deity be an iuvisible being.' The 
young women then begiu the dauce, iu the in
tervals of which each will prostrate herself before 
the assembly, to challenge or reward the boldness 
of the youth, who are often tempted by feeling, 
or the hopes of diEtinction, to achieve the adven
ture. 

Wednesday 9. The weather is cold, the thermo
meter, at sun-rise, 21 0 deg·rees below O. Kagohami
breakfasted with us, and captain Clarke with three 
or four men accompanied him, and a party of In
~ians to hunt, in which they were so fortunate as 
to kill a number of buffaloe: biIt they were in
commoded by snow, by high and squally winds, 
and by extreme cold: several of the Indians came 
to the fort nearly frozen, others are missing', and 
we ar~ uneasy, for one of our men, who was sepa-
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before him the provisions, after which he presents 
the pipe and smokes with him. Mox senex vir si
mulacrum parva:: puella': ostensit. Tunc egrediens 
c.-etu, jecit effigiUIll solo et superincumbens, senili 
ardore veneris complexit. Hoc est signum. Deni
que uxor e turba recessit, et jactl1 corporis, fovet 
amplexus yiri solo recubante. Maritus appropin
quans senex vir dejecto vultu, et honorem et dig
nitatem ejus cOllservare amplexu uxoris ilIum oravit. 
Forsitan imprimis ille refellit; dehillc, maritus multis 
precibus, multis lachrymis, et multis donis vehe
menter intercessit. Tunc senex amator perculsus 
rniserecordia, tot precibus, tot lachrymis, et tot 
donis, conjugali amplexu submisit. Multum ille 
jactatus est, sed debilis et efi'retus senectute, frustra 
jaetatus est. Maritus interdum stans juxta gaudit 
multum honore, et ejus dignitati sic conservata. 
Unus nostrum sodalium multum alacrior et poten
tior juventute, hac nocte honorem quartuor mari
torum custodivit. 

Sunday 6. A clear cold morning with high winet: 
we caught in a trap a large gray wolf, and last 
night obtained in the same way a fox, who had for 
Borne time infested the neighbourhood of the fort. 
Only a few Indians vi~ited us to-day. 

Monday 7. Tl)e weather was again clear and 
cold, with a high northwest wind, and the thermcd 
meter at sun-rise 22° below 0: the river fell an inch. 
Shahaka, the Big White chief, dined with us, and 
gave a connected sketch of the country as far as 
the mountains. 

Tue»day 8. The wind was still flom the north ... 
YOLo I. 2 E 
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Friday II. We despatched three hunters to join 
the same number whom we had sent below about 
seven miles to hunt elk. Like that of yesterday the 
weather to-day was cold and clear, the thel''IDometet . 
standing at 38° below O. Poscapsahe and ShotahBW ... 
rora visited us, and passed the night at the fort. 

Saturday 12. The weather continues very eold. • 
the mercury a.t sun-rise being 20° below O. Three 
of the hunters returned, having killed three elk. 

Sunday 13. 'Ve have a continuation of clear 
weather, and the cold has increased, the mercury 
having sunk to 34° below O. Nearly one half of the 
Mandan. nation passed down the river to hunt for 
several days; in these excursions, men, women and 
children, with their dogs, all leave the village to
gether, and after discovering a spot convenient for 
the game, fix their tents: all the family hear their 
part in the labour, and the game is .equally divided 
among the families of the tribe. When a single 
hunter returns from the chase with more than-is 
necessary for his own immediate consumption, the 
neighbours are entitled by custom to a share of it: 
they do not, however, ask for it, but send a squaw, 
who without saying any thing sits down by the 
door of the lodge till the master understands the 
hint, and gives her gratuitously a part for her 
family. Chaboneau, who with one man had gone 
to some lodges of Minnetarees near the Turtle 
mountain, returned with their faces much frost. 
bitten. They had been about ninety miles distant, 
and procured from the inhabitants some meat and 
grease, with whkh they loaded the horses. He in ... 
fOl=~s us, that the agent of the lIudson's.-bay com .. . 
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rated from the rest during the chase, has not re
turned. In the morning, 

Thursday 10, however he came back, just as we 
were sending out five men in search of him. The 
night had been excessively cold, and this morning 
at sunrise the mercury stood at 40° below 0, or 72 
below the freezing point. He had, however, made 
3. fire, and kept himself tolerably warm. A young 
Indian, about thirteen years of age, also came in 
soon after. His father, who came last night to in
quire after him very anxiously, had sent him ill the 
afternoon to the fort: he was overtaken by the 
night, and was obliged to sleep on the snow, with 
no covering except a pair of antelope skin moc
casins and leggings, and a buffaloe robe: his feet 
being frozen we put them into cold water, and gave 
him every attention in our power. About the same 
time an Indian,. who had also been missing, returned 
to the fort; and although his dress was very thin, 
and he had slept on the snow without a fire, he had 
not suffered the slightest inconvenience. We have 
indeed observed, that these Indians support the ri
gours of the season in a way which we had hitherto 
thought impossible. A more pleasing reflection oc
curredat seeing the warm interest which the situation 
of these two persons had excited in the village; the 
boy had been a prisoner and adopted from charity, 
yet the distress of the father proved that he felt for 
him the tenderest affection: the man was a person of 
nodistinction, yet the whole village was full of anxiety 
for his safety, ami when they came to us, borrowed a 
sleigh to bring them home with ease, ifthey surviveds 

or to ~arry their bodies if they had perished. 
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tarees reproached them with their falsehoods, de
claring that they were bad men, and ought to hide 
themselves. They had told the Minnetal'ees, that 
we would kill them if they came to the fort, yet 
on the contrary they had spent a night there, and 
been treated with kindness by the whites, who had 
smoked with them, and danced for their amuse- . 
ment. Kagohami visited us, and brought us a lit
tle corn; and soon afterwards one of the chiefs of 
the Minnetarees came, accompanied by his squaw, 
a handsome woman, whom he was desirous we 
ehould use during the night. He favoured us with 
a more acceptable present, a draft of the Missouri 
in his manner, and informed us of his intention to 
go to war in the spring against the Snake Indians: 
we advised him to reflect seriously before he com
mitted the peace of his nation to the hazards of war; 
to look back on the numerous nations whom war 
has destroyed; that if he wished his nation to be 
happy he should cultivate peace and intercourse 
with all his neighbours, by which means they would 
procure more horses, increase in numbers; and that 
if he went to war he would displease his great father, 
the president, and forfeit his protection. We added, 
that we had spoken thus to all the tribes whom we 
had met, that they had all opened their ears, .and 
that the president would compel those who did not 
voluntarily listen to his advice. Although a young 
man of only twenty-six years of age, this discourse 
seemed to strike him. He observed, that if it would 
be displeasing to us he would not go to war, since 
he had horses enough; amI that he would advise 
all the nation to remain at home: until we had seen 
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pany at that place had been endeavouring to make 
unfavourable impressions with regard to us on the 
mind of the great chief, and that the N. W. com
pany intend building a fort there. The great chief 
had, in consequence, spoken slightly of the Ame
ricans; but said, that if we would give him our 
great flag he would come and see us. 

Monday 14. The Mandans continue to pass down 
the river 011 their hunting party, and were joined 
by six of our men. One of those sent on Thursday 
returned, with information that one of his compa
nions had his feet so badly frost-bitten that he could 
not walk home. In their excursion they had killed 
a buffaloe, a wolf, two porcupines and a white hare. 
The weather was more moderate to-day, the mer
cury being at 16° below 0, and the wind from the 
S. E.; we had, however, some snow, after which it 
remained cloudy. 

Tuesday 15. The morning is much warmer tha11 
yesterday, and the snow begins to melt, though 
the wind, after being for some time from the S. E. 
suddenly shifted to N. W. Between twelve and three 
o'clock A. M. there was a total eclipse of the moon. 
from which we obtained a part of the observatiol1 
necessary for ascertaining the longitude. 

We were visited by four of the most distinguished 
men ofthe Minnetarees, to whom we showed marked 
attentions, as we knew that they had been taught 
to entertain strong prejudices against us. These
we succeeded so well in removing, that when in the 
morning, 

Wednesday 16, about thirty l\fandans, among 
whom six were chiefs, came to see us, the Millne ... 
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Thursday 24. The day was colder than any we 
have had lately, the thermometer being at 12· be
low O. The hunters, whom we sent out, returned 
unsuccessful, and the rest were oc~npied ill cutting 
wood to make charcoa1. 

Friday 25. The thermometel' was at 25° below 0, 
the wind from N. W., and the day fair, so that the 
men were employed in preparing coal, and cutttng 
the boats out of the ice. A band of Assiniboins, 
Ileaded by their chief, called, by the French, Son 
of the Little Calf, have arrived at the villages.. 

Saturday 2&. A fine warm day: a number of 
Indians dine with us: and one of our men is attacked 
with a violent pleurisy. 

SumIay 27. Another warm and pleasant day: we 
again attempted to get the boat out of the ice. The 
man who has the pleurisy was blooded and sweated, 
and we were forced to take off the toes of the young 
Indian who was: frost-bitten some time sinee~ OUf 

interpr.eter returned from the villages, bringing 
with him three of Mr. Laroche's horses, whieh he 
had sent in order to keep them out of the way of 
the Assiniboins, who are very much disposed to steal, 
and who have just returned to their camp. 

l\Ionday 28. The weather to-day is clear and 
cold: we are obliged to abandon the pla~of cut
ting the boat throll/goh the ice, and therefore made 
another attempt the next day, 

Tuesday 29, by healting a quantity of stones, so 
as to warm the water in the boat, and thaw the 
surrounding ice: but in this -too we were disap
pointed, as aU the stones, on being put into the 
:tire, cracked into pieces: the weather warm and 
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the Snake Indians, and discovered whether their 
intentions' were pacific. The party, who went down 
with the horses for the man who was frost-bitten, 
returned, and we are glad to find his complaint not 
serious. 

Thursday 17. The day was very windy from the 
north; the morning clear and cold, the thermo
meter at sun-rise being at 0: we had several In
dians with us. 

Friday 18. The weather is fine and moderate. 
Messrs. Laroche and M'Kenzie, two of the north
west company's traders, visited us with some of the 
Minnetarees. In the afternoon two of our hunters 
returned, having killed four wolves and a blaireau. 

Saturday 19. Another cloudy 'day. The two 
traders set out on their return, amI we sent two men 
with the horses thirty miles below to the hunting 
camp. 

Sunday 20. The day fair and cold. A number of 
Indians visit us with corn, to exchange for articles, 
and to pay for repairs to their houshold utensils. 

Monday 21. The weather was fine and mode
rate. The hunters all returned, having killed~ 

during their absence, three elJi, four deer, two 
porcupines, a fox and a hare. 

Tuesday 22. The cold having moderated, and 
the day pleasant, we attempted to cut the boats 
out of the ice, but at the distance of eight inches 
came to water, under which the ice became three 
feet thick, so that we were obliged to desist. 

Wednesday 23. The cold weather returned, the 
mercury having sunk 2° below 0, and the snow fell 
four inches deep. 
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had procured in November and December. being 
now nearly exhausted, it became necessary to re" 
new our supply; captain Clarke therefore took.. 
eighteen men, and with two sleighs and three horses 
descended the river, for the purpose of hunting, as 
the buffaloe has disappeared from our neighbour
hood, and the Indians are themselves suffering for 
want of meat. Two deer were killed to-day, but 
they were very lean. 

Tuesday 5. A pleasant fair morning with the wind 
from the northwest; a number of the Indians came 
with corn for the blacksmith. who being now pro
vided with ~oal, has become one of our greatest 
resources for procuring grain. They seem to be 
partkularly attached to a battle-axe, of a very in
convenient figure: it is made wholly of iron, the 
blade extremely thin, anti from seven to nine inches 
long,; it is sharp at the point, and five or six inches 
on each side, whence they converge towards the 
eye, which is circular, and about an inch in dia
meter, the blade itself being not more than an inch 
wide, the handle is straight, and twelve or fifteen 
inches long; the whole weighing about a pound. 
By way of ornament, the blade is perforated with 
several circular holes. The length of the blade~ 
compared with the shortness of the handle" render 
it a weapon of very little strength, particu.1arly as 
it is always used on horseback: there is still, how
ever, another form which is even worse, the same 
lort of handle being fixed to a blade resembling an 
espontoon. 

Wednesday, February 6. The monling was fair 
and pleasant, the wind N. W. A number of Indii!u 
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pleasant: the man with the pleurisy is recovering. 
Wednesday 30. The morning was fair, but af

terwards became cloudy. Mr. Laroche, the trader 
from the northwest company, paid us a visit, in 
hopes of being able to accompany us on our journey 
westward, but this proposal we thought it best to 
decline. 
Thu~sday 31. It snowed last night, and the mor

ning is cold and disagreeable, with a high wind 
from the northwest; we sent five hunters down the 
river. Another man is taken with the pleurisy. 

Friday, February 1. A cold windy day; our 
hunters returned having killed only one deer. One 
of the Minnetaree war chiefs, a young man namecl 
Maubukslieahokeah, or Seeing Snake, came to see 
us, and procure a war hatchet; he also requested, 
that we would suffer him to go to war against the 
Sioux and Ricaras, who had killed a Mandan some 
time ago: this we refused, for reasons which we 
explained to him. He acknowledged that we were 
right, and promised to open his ears to our counsels. 

Saturday 2. The day is fine: another deer was 
killed. Mr. Laroche, who has been very anxious to 
go with us, left the fort to-day, amI one of the 
squaws of the Mihnetaree interpreter is taken ill. 

Sunday 3. The weather is again pleasant: dis
appointed in all our efforts to get the boats free, 
we occupied ourselves in making iron spikes, so as 
to prize them up by means of long poles. 

Monday 4. The morning fair and cold, the mer
cury at sun-rise being 18° below 0, and the winri 
from the llorthw~st. The stock of meat, which we 
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had procured in November and December, being 
now nearly exhausted, it became necessary to re
new our supply; captain Clarke therefore took 
eighteen men, and with two sleighs and three horses 
descended the river, for the purpose of hunting, as 
the buffaloe has disappeared from our neighbour
hood, and the Indians are themselves suffering for 
want of meat. Two deer were killed to-day, but 
they were very lean. 

Tuesday 5. A pleasant fair morning with the wind 
from the northwest; a number of the Indians came 
with corn for the blacksmith, who being now pro
vided with <!oal, has become one of our greatest 
resources for procuring grain. They seem to be 
partkularly attached to a battle-axe, of a very in
convenient figure: it is made wholly of iron, the 
blade extremely thin, anti from seven to nine inches 
long.; it is sharp at the point, and five or six inches 
on each side, whence they converge towards the 
eye, which is circular, and about an inch in dia
meter, the blade itself being not more than an inch 
wide, the handle is straight, and twelve or fifteen 
inches long; the whole weighing about a pound. 
By way of ornament, the blade is perforated with 
several circular holes. The length of the blade, 
compared with the shortness of the handle, render 
it a weapon of very little strength, particularly as 
it is always used on horsehack: there is still, how
ever, another form which is even worse, the same 
lort of handle being fixed to a blade resembling all 
espontoon. 

Wednesday, February 6. The monling was fair 
2nd pleasant, the wind N. W. A number of Indi1!n 
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ehiefsvisited us, and withdrew after we had smokc(l 
with them, contrary to their custom; for after be
ing once introduced into our. apartment they are 
f~nd oflounging about during the remainder of the 
day. One of the men killed three antelopes. Our 
blacksmith has his time completely occupied, so 
great is the demand for utensils of different kinds. 
The Indians are particularly fond of sheet-iron, out 
of which they form points for arrows and instru
ments for scraping hides, and when the blacksmith 
cut up an old cambouse of that metal, we obtained 
for every piece of four inches square, seven or eight 
gallons of corn from the Indians, who were de
lighted at the exchange. 

Thursday 7. The morning was fair and much 
warmer than for some days, the thermometer being 
at 18° above 0, and the wind from the S. E. A 
number of Indians continue to visit us; but learning 
that the interpreter's squaws had been accustomed 
to unbar the gate during the night, we ordered a 
lock to be put on it, and that no Indian should re
main in the fort all night, nor any person admitted 
during the hours when the gate is closed, that is, 
from sun-set to sun-rise. 

Friday 8. A fair pleasant morning, with S. E. 
winds. Pocopsahe came down to the fort with a 
bow, and apologised for his not having finished a 
shield, which he had promised captain Lewis, and 
which the weather had prevented him from com
pleting. This chief possesses more firmness, intelli
gence and integrity, than any Indian of this coun
try, and he might be rendered highly serviceable 
ill our attempts to civilize the nation. He mentioned, 
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that the Mandans are very much in want of meat, 
and that he himself had not tasted any for several 
days. To this distress they are often reduced by 
their own improvidence, or by their unhappy situ
ation. Their principal article of food is buffaloe
meat, their corn, beans, and other grain, being re
served for summer, or as a last resource against 
what they constantly dread, an atta"ck from the 
Sioux, who drive off the game, and confine them 
to their villages. The same fear too prevents their 
going out to hunt in small parties to relieve their 
occasional wants, so that the buffaloe is generally 
obtained in large quantities, and wasted by care
lessness. 

Saturday 9. The morning was fair and pleasant, 
the wind from the S. E. Mr. M'Kenzie, from the 
northwest company establishment, visited us. 

Sunday 10. A slight snow fell in the course of 
the night, the morning was cloudy, and the north
west wind blew so high, that although the ther
mometer was 18° above 0, the day was cooler than 
yesterday, when it was only 10° above the same 
point. Mr. M'Kenzie left us, and Chaboneau re
turned with information that our horses loaded with 
meat were below, but could not cross the ice, not 
being shod. 

JVlonday II. We sent down a party with sleds, 
to relieve the horses from their loads; the weather 
fair and cold, with a N.W. wind. About five o'dok 
one of the wives of Chaboneau was delivered of a 
boy; this being her first child she was suffering 
considerable, when 1\lr. Jessaume "told captain 
Lewis, that be had frequently admillist'ered to per.., 
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ehiefsvisited us, and withdrew after we had smoke(l 
with them, contrary to their custom; for after be
ing once introduced into oUt apartment they are 
fond of lounging about during the remainder of the 
day. One of the men killed three antelopes. Our 
blacksmith has his time completely occupied, so 
great is the demand for utensils of different kinds. 
The Indians are particularly fond of sheet-iron, out 
of which they form points for arrows and instru
ments for scraping hides, and when the blacksmith 
cut up an old cambouse of that metal, we obtained 
for every piece of four inches square, seven or eight 
gallons of corn from the Indians, who were de
lighted at the exchange. 

Thursday 7. The morning was fair and much 
warmer than for some days, the thermometer being 
at 18° above 0, and the wind from the S. E. A 
number of Indians continue to visit us; but learning 
that the interpreter's squaws had been accustomed 
to unbar the gate during the night, we ordered a 
lock to be put on it, and that no Indian should re
main in the fort all night, nor any person admitted 
during the hours when the gate is closed, that is, 
from sun-set to sun-rise. 

Friday 8. A fair pleasant morning, with S. E. 
winds. Pocopsahe came down to the fort with a 
bow, a'nd apologised for his not having finished a 
shield, which he had promised captain Lewis, and 
which the weather had prevented him from com
pleting. Th·is chief possesses more firmness, intelli
gence and integrity, than any Indian of this coun
try, and he might be repdered highly serviceable 
ill our attempts to civilize the nation. He mentioned,-
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difficulties, and he is rarely deficient either in flesh 
or vigour. 

Wednesday 13. The morning was cloudy, the 
thermometer at 2" below 0, the wind from the south
east. Captain Clarke returned last evening 'with all 
his hunting party: during their excursion they had 
killed forty deer, three buffaloe,. and sixteen elk: 
but most of the game was too lean for use, and the 
wolves, who regard whatever lies out at night as 
their own, had appropriated a large part of it: 
\vhen he left the fort on the 4th instant, he'descended 
on the ice twenty-two miles to New Mandan island, 
near some of their old villages, and encamped for
ty-four miles from the fort, on a sand point near 
the mouth of a creek on the southwest side, which 
they call Hunting creek, and during this and the 
following day hunted through all the adjoining 
plains, with much success, having killed a number 
of deer and elk. On the 8th, the best of the meat 
,,'as sent with the horses to the fort, and such parts 
of the remainder as were fit for use, were brought 
to a point of the river three miles below, and after 
the bones were taken out, secured in pens built of 
logs, so as to keep off the wolves, ravens and mag
pies, who are very numerous, and constantly dis
appoint the hunter of his prey; they then went to 
the low grounds near the Chisshetaw river, where 
they encamped, but saw nothing except some wolves 
on the hills, and anum bel' of buffaloe too poor to 
be worth hunting. The next morning 9th, as there 
was no game, and it would have been inconvenient 
to send it back sixty miles to the fort, they returned 
up the river, and for three days hunted along 'the 
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sons in her situation, a small dose of the rattle of 
the rattlesnake, which hall never failed to hasten 
the delivery. Having some of the rattle, captain 
Lewis gave it to Mr. Jessaume, who crumbled two 
of the rings of it between his fingers, and mixing it 
with a sman quantity of water, gave it to her. 
What effect it may really have had it might be 
difficult to determine, but captain Lewis was in
formed, that she had not taken it more than ten 
minutes before the delivery took place. 

Tuesday 12. The morning is fair, though cold, 
the mercury being 140 below 0, the wind from the 
S. E. About four o'clock the horses were brought 
in much fatigued; on giving them meal-bran mois
tened with water they would not eat it, but pre
ferred the bark of the cottonwood, which, as is al
ready observed, forms their principal food during 
the winter. The horses of the Mandans are so often 
stolen by the Sioux, Ricaras, and Assiniboins, that 
the invariable rule now is, to put the horses every 
night in the same lodge with the family. In tlle 
summer they ramble in the plains in the vicinity of 
the camp, and feed on the grass; but during cold 
weather the squaws cut down the cottonwood trees 
as they are wanted, and the horses feed on the 
boughs and bark of the tender hrenches, which are 
also brought into the lodges at night and placed 
near them~ These animals are very severely treated; 
for whole days they are pursuing the buffaloe, or 
burdened with the fruits of the cha~e, during which 
they scarcely ever taste food, and at night return 
to a scanty allowance of wood; yet the spirit of 
this valuable animal su:tains him through all these 
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ofthe Mandan chiefs returned from captain Lewis's 
party, his eye-sight having become so bad that he 
could not proceed. At this season of the year, th .. 
reflexion from the ice and snow is so intense, as to 
occasion almost total blindness. This complaint is 
"Very common, and the general remedy is, to sweat 
the part affected, by holding the face over a hot 
stone, and receiving the fumes from snow thrown 
on it. A large red fox was killed to-day. 

Saturday 16. The morning was warm, mercury 
at 32° above 0, the weather cloudy: several of the 
Indians, who went with captaill Lewis, returned, 
as did also one of our men, whose feet had been 
frost-bitten. 

Sunday 17. The weather continued as yesterday, 
though in the afternoon it became fair. Shotawho
rora and his son came to see us, with about thirty 
pounds of dried buffaloe meat and some tallow. 

Monday 18. The morning was cloudy, with some 
snow, but in the latter part of the day it cle~red 
up. Mr. M'Kenzie. who had spent yesterday at the 
fort, now left us. Our stock of meat is exhausted, 
gil that we must confine ourselves to vegetable diet, 
at least till the return of the party; for this, how
ever, we are at 110 loss, since both on this and the 
following day, 

Tuesday 19, our blacksmith got large quantitiell 
of corn from the Indians, who came in great num
bers to see us. The w~at~er was fair and warm, the 
wind from the south.. , 

Wednesday 20. The day was delightfully fine; 
the mercurx. being, at sun-rise, 2°, and in the~o~rse 
of the day, Z2°.bove 0, the wind southelly. Kagq": 
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banks and plains, and reached the fort in the even
ing of the 12th, much fatigued, having walked 
thirty miles that day on the ice, and through the 
snow, in many places knee deep, the moccasins too 
being nearly worn out: the only game which they 
saw, besides what is mentioned, was some growse 
on the sand-bars in the river. 

Thursd~y 14. Last night the snow fell three inches 
deep; the day was, however, fine. Four men were 
despatched with sleds and three horses, to bring up 
the meat which had been collected by the hunters. 
They returned, however, with intelligence, that 
about twenty-o~le miles below the fort, a party of 
upwards of one hundred men, whom they supposed 
to be Sioux, rushed on them, cut the traces of the 
sleds, and carried off two of the horses, the third 
being given lJP by the intercession of an Indian, 
who seemed to possess some authority over them; 
they also took away two of the ~en's knives,' and 
a tomahawk, which last however they returned. 
We sent up to the J\1:alldans to inform them of it, 
and to know whether any of them would join a 
party which intended to pursue the robbers in the 
morning. About twelve o'clock two of their chiefs 
came down, and said, that all their young men were 
out hunting, and that there were few guns in the 
village. Several Indians, however, armed, some with 
bows and arrows, some with spears and battle-axes, 
and t"·o with fusHs, accompanied captain Lewis, 
who' set out, . 

Friday 15, at sun-rise, with twenty-four men. 
'fhe ,morning was fine and cool, the thermometer 
being -at'16°belowO: III the course of the day one. 

, '" t 
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nies of the nation in the white marlis on the etone, 
which those who made them .are at no loss to decy
pher. The Minnetarees have a stone of a similal; 
hind, which has the same qualities, and the S~I!l!3 
influence over the nation. 

Captain Lewis returned from his ex(:ur~jon in 
pursuit of the Indians. On reaching the place wh~r~ 
the Sioux had stolen our horse~, they fOQn~ olJly 
one sled, and several pair of moccasins, which were 
recognised to be those of the Sioux. The p~rty 
then followed the Indian tracks till they reached 
two old lodges where they slept, al~d the next IPO.f

lling pursued the course of the river till they reached 
~ome IIHlian camps, where captai!l Clarke pas$ecJ 
the night some time ago, and which the Sioux had 
now set on fire, leaving a little corn near the pla.:;e, 
in order to induce a belief that ~hey were ltic~ras.. 
From this point the Siou:; tracI,s left the J,:iver 
abruptly and crossed into the plains; but perceiv
ing that there was no chance of overtaliillg them, 
captain Lewis went do}\'n to the pen where ~apta~n. 
Clarke had left some meat, which he foulld un
touched by the Indi~n~, and then hunted in the low: 
grounds on the river, till he returned with about 
thr~e thousand pounds of IDeat, ~ome drawn in ~ 
~led by fifteen of the men, a~d the re~t on hor~eback, 
having ldlled ~hiIiy:si~ deer, fourteen el~, and on~ 
wolf. 

Frida y, 22d. The ro()rning was cl()ud y and a littl~. 
~now fell, but in the afternoon the weather becam~ 
fair. We were visited by 3. ~urober of Indians, a~ol1g 
whom was Shotawhorora, a chiefofmuch considera
tion among the M~ndans, although by birth a Ricara. 

" !" :". . :',. '. ' 
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hami came down to see us early: his village is af
flicted by the death of one of their eldest men, who 
from his account to us must have seen one hundred 
and twenty winters. Just as he was dying, he re
quested his grand-children to dress him in his best 
robe when he was dead, and then carry h~m to a 
hill, and seat him on a stone, with his face down 
the river towards their old villages, that he might 
go straight to his brother, who had passed before 
him to the ancient village under ground. We have 
seen a number of Mandans, who have lived to a 
great age; chiefly however the mel1, whose robmt 
exercises fortify the body, while the laborious 
occupations of the women shorten their existence. 

Thursday 21. We had a continuation of the same 
pleasant weather. Oheenaw and Shahaka came 
down to see us, and mentioned that several of their 
countrymen had gone to consult their medicine 
stone, as to the prospects of the following year~ 
This medicine stone is the great oracle of the 1\lan
dans, and whatever it announces is believed with 
implicit c:onfidence. Every spring, and on some 
occasions during the summer, a deputation visits 
the sacred spot, where there is a thick porous stone 
twenty feet in circumference, with a smooth 'sur
face. Having reached the place, the ceremony of 
smokillg' to it is perform'ed by the deputies, who 
alternately take a whiff themselves, and then pre
sent the pipe to the stone; after this they retire to 
an adjoining wood for the night, during which it 
may be safely presumed, that all the embassy do 
not sleep; (!,nd in the morning they read the desti" 

yOL. I: 2 Q-
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for trees suitable for boats, and were successful in 
finding them. Two of the northwest company tra
(lers arrived with leHers; they had likewise a root, 
which is used for the cure of persons bitten by mad 
dogs, snakes, and other venomous animals: it is 
found on high grounds and the sides of hills, and 
the mode of using it is to scarify the wound, and 
apply to it an inch or more of the chewed or pound
e.d root, which is to be renewed twice a-day; the 
IJatient must not, however, chew or swallow any of 
the root, as an inward application might be rather 
injurious than beneficial. 

l\1r. Gravelines, with two Frenchmen and two 
Indians, arrived from the Ricara nation, with let
ters from Mr. Anthony Tabeau. This last gentle
man informs us, that the Ricaras express their de
termination to follow our advice, and to remain at 
peace with the l\Iandans and J\finnetarees, whom 
they are desirous of visiting: they also wish to 
know, whether these nations would permit the Ri
caras to settle near them, and form a league against 
their common enemies, the Sioux. On mentioning 
this to the :Malldans, they agreed to it; observing, 
that they always desired to cultivate frjendship 
with the Ricaras, and that the Abnahaways and 
IVlinnetarees have the same friendly 'Views. 

Mr. Gravelines states, that the band of Tet01;5 
'Whom we had seen, was well disposed to os, owing 
to the influence of their chief, the Black Buffaloe; 
but that the three npper bands of Tetons, with the 
Sisatoons, and the Yanktons of the north, mean 
soon to attack th~ Indians in this quarter, with a 
Tesolution to put to death every white man they 
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Saturday, 23d. The day is warm and pleasant, 
Having worked illliustriously yesterday and all this 
morning, we were enabled to disengage one of the 
periogues a"nd haul it on shore, and also nearly to 
cut out the second. The father of·the boy whose 
foot had been so badly frozen, and whom we had 
now cured. came to--day and carried him home in 
a sleigh. 

Sunday, 24th. The weather is again fine. We 
succeeded in loosening the second periogue and 
barge. though we found a leak in the latter. The 
whole of the next day. 

MOllday, 25th, we were occupied in drawing up 
the boats on the bank: the smallest one we carried 
there with no difficulty, but the barge was too heavy 
for ou~ elk-skin ropes. which constantly broke. V\T e 
were visited by Orupsehara. or Black Moccasin, 
and several other chiefs. who brought tIS preserits 
of meat on the backs of their squaws. and one of the 
Miillletarees requested and obtained permission for 
himself and his two wives to remain all night in 
the fort. The day was exceedingly pleasant. 

Tuesday 26. The weather is again fine. By great 
labour, during the day, we got all the boats on the 
banK by sun-set; an operation which attracted a 
great number of Indians to the fort. 

Wednesday 27. The weather continues fine. All 
orus employed in preparing tools to build boats for 
our voyage, as we find that small periogues will 
be m~ch more convenient than the barge in ascend ... 
ing the Missouri. 

Thu.rsday 28. The day is clear anfl pleasant, 
Sixteen men were sent out to examine the couniry 



~ to LEWIS AND CLARKE'S EXPEDITtON 

the latter part of the day clear. We had agaid 
some Indian visitors, with a small present of meat. 
The Assiniboins, who a few days since visited the 
Mandans, returned, and attempted to take horses 
from the Minnetarees, who :fired on them; a Cil· 
cumstance which may occasion some disturbance 
between the two nations. 

Tuesday 5. About four o'clock in the morning 
there was a slight fall of snow, but the day became 
dear and pleasant, with the mercury 40Q above Q~ 
We sent down an Indian and a Frenchman to the 
Ricara villages, with a letter to Mr. Tabeau. 

Wednesday 6. The day was cloudy and smoky, 
in consequence of the burning of the plains by the' 
l\iinnefarees. They have set' all the neighbouring 
country ori fire, in order to obtain an early crop of 
grass, which may answer for the consumption of 
their llOrses, and also as an inducement for th6 
bnffaloe and' oiher game to visit it. The horses, 
stolen two days ago by the Assiniboins, have been 
returned to the MiIinetarees. Ohhaw, second chief 
of the lower Minnetaree village, came to see us. 
The river rose a little, amI overran the ice, so as to 
render the crossing difficult. 

Thursday 7. The day was l!!omewhat cloudy, and 
colder than usual; the wind from the northeast. 
Shotawhora visited us with a sick child, to whom 
some medicine was administered. There were also 
other Indians, who brought COl'll and dried bnffaloe 
meat in exchange for 'blacksmith's work. 

Friday 8. The day cold and fair, with a high 
easterly wiud: we were visited by two ludians, 
who ,ave us an account of the country and people 
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. encounter. Moreover, that Mr. Cameron of St. 
Peter's, has lately armed the Sioux against the 
Chippeways, who have lately put to death three of 
his men. The men, who had stolen our horses, we 
found to be .all Sioux, who, after committing the 
outrage, went to the Ricara villages, where they 
said that they had hesitated about killing our men 
who were with the horses, but that in future they 
would put to death any of us they could, as we 
were bad medicines, and deserved to be killed. 
The Ricaras were displeased at their conduct, and 
refused to give them any thing to eat. which ig 
deemed the greatest act of hostility short of actual 
violence. , 

Friday, March 1. The day is fine, and the whole 
party is engaged, some in making ropes and peri
ogues, others in burning coal, and making battle
axes to sell for corn. 

Saturday 2. Mr. Laroche, one of the northwest 
company's traders, has just arrived with merchan
dize from the British establishments on the Assini
hoin. The day is fine, and the river begins to break 
up in some places, the mercury being 28 and 36 
degrees above 0, and the wind from the N. E. W ~ 
were visited by several Indians. 

Sunday 3. The weather pleasant, the wind from 
the E. with clouds; in the afternoon the clouds dis
appeared, and the wind from the N.W. The men 
are all employed in preparing the boats; we are 
visited by Poscapsahe, and several other Indians, 
with corn. A flock of ducks passed up the rivet to.., 
day. 

Monday 4. A. cloudy morning with N.W. wind, 
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brought home, and took with him a horse belong .. 
ing to the offender: this reprisal satisfied the ven
geance of the father and of the.nation, as the young 
man would not dare to reclaim his horse, which 
from that time became the property of the injured 
party. The stealing of young women is one of the 
most common offences against the police of the vil
lage, and the punishment of it always measured 
by the power or the passions of the kindred of the 
female. A voluntary elopement is of course more 
rigorously chastised. One of the wives of the Borgne 
deserted him in favour of a man who had been her 
lover before the marriage, and who after some time 
left her, so that she was obliged to return to her 
father's house. As soon as he heard it, the Borgne 
walked there, and found her sitting near the fire: 
without noticing his wife, he began to smoke with 
the father, when they were joined by the old men 
of the village, who, knowing his temper. had fol
lowed, in hopes of appeasing him. He continued to 
smoke quietly with them, till rising to return, he 
took his wife by the hair, led her as far as the door, 
and with a single stroke of his tomahawk put he1'l 
to death before her father's eyes: then turning 
fiercely upon the spectators, he said, that if any of 
her relations wished to avenge her, they might al
ways find him at his lodge; but the fate of the 
woman had not sufficient interest to excite the 
yengeance of the family. The caprice or the gene7 
Tosity of the same chief gave a very different result 
to a similar incident, which occurred some time af
terwards. An9ther of his wives eloped with a young 
man, who not being able to support her as she wished, 
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near the Rocky m(}unt~ins, where they had been. 
S~turday 9. The morning cloudy and cool, the 

Willd from the north. The grand chief of the lVlin
I~etarees, who i~ called by the French Le Borgne~ 
ffom his having but one eye, came down for the 
first time to the fort. He was received with much 
attention, two guns were fired in honour of his ar
rival, the curiosities were exhibited to him, and as 
he said that he had not received the presents which 
we had sent to him on his arrival, we again gave 
him a flag, medal, shirt, arm-braces, and the usual 
presents on such occasions, with all which he was 
much pleased. In the course of the conversation, 
the chief observed, that some foolish young men of 
the nation had told him there was a person among 
llS who was quite black, and he wishetl to know if 
it could be true. We assured him that it was true. 
and sent for York: the Borgne was very much 
surprised at his appearance, examined him closely, 
and spit on his finger and rubbed the skin, in order 
to wash off the paint; nor was it until the negro 
uncovered his head, and showed his short hair, that 
tbe Borgne could be persuaded that he was not a 
p~~nted white man. 

Sunday 10. A cold windy day. Tetuckopinreha, 
~hief of the Ahnahaways, and the Minnetaree chief 
Ompschara, passed the day with us, and the former 
Temai~ed d~ring the night. We had occasion to see 
an instance of the s~mmary justice of the Indians: 
a ~oung Minlle~afee had carried off the daughter 
of C,!gonomok~he, the Raven Man, second chief of 
~he upper village of the J\·landans; the father went 
to ~he vill1)-ge, an4 ~~und h~~ ~a~lghter, whom he 
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has resided a long time among the Ricaras and 
Mandans, explained to us the mode in which they 
make their large beads; an art, which they are said 
to have derived from some prisoners of the Snake 
Indian nation, and the knowledge of which is a 
secret even now confined to a few among the Man· 
dans and Ricaras. The process is as follows: glass 
of different colours is first pounded fine and washed, 
till each kind, which is kept separate, ceases to stain 
the water thrown over it: some well-seasoned clay, 
mixed with a sufficient quantity of sand to prevent 
its becoming very hard when exposed to heat, and 
reduced by water to the consistency of dough, is 
then rolled on the palm of the hand, till it becomes 
of the thickness wanted for the hole in the bead: 
these sticks of clay are placed upright, each on a 
little pedestal or ball of the same material, about 
an ounce in weight, and distributed over a small 
earthen platter, which is laid on the fire for a few 
minutes, when they are taken off to cool: with a 
little paddle or shovel, three or four inches long, 
and sharpened at the end of the handle, the wet 
pounded glass is placed in the palm of the hand: 
the beads are made of an oblong form, wrapped in 
a cylindrical form round the stick of clay, which is 
laid crosswise over it, and gently rolled backwards 
and forwards till it becomes perfectly smooth. If it 
be desired to introduce any other colour, the sur
face of the bead is perforated with the pointed end 
of the paddle, and the cavity filled with pounded 
glass of that colour: the sticks, with the strings of 
beads, are then replaced on their pedestals, and the 
JJlatter deposited on burning coals or hot embers: 
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they both returned to the village, and she present
ed herself before the husband, supplicating his par
dOll for her conduct: the Borgne sent for the lover: 
at the moment when the youth expected that he 
would be put to death, the chief mildly asked them, 
if they still preserved their affection for each other; 
and on their declaring, that want, and not a change 
of affection, had induced them to return, he gave 
up his wife to her lover, with the liberal present of 
three horses, and restored them both to his favour. 

Monday 11. The weather was cloudy ill the mor
ning and a little snow fell; the willd then shifted 
from southeast to northwest, and the day became 
fair. It snowed again in the evening, but the next 
day, 

Tuesday 12, was fair, with the wind from the 
northwest. 

'Wednesday, 13. ,Ve had a fine day, and a s0uth
west wind. Mr. M'Kenzie came to see us, as di(l 
also many Indians, who are so anxious for battle
axes, that our smiths have not a moment's leisure, 
and procure us an abundance of corn. The river 
rose a little to-day, and so continued. 

Thursday 14. The wind being from the west, 
and the day fine, the whole party were employed 
in building boats, and ill shelling corn. 

Friday 15. The day is clear, pleasant and warm. 
We take advantage of the fine weather to hang all 
our Indian presents, and other articles, out to dry. 
before our departure. 

Saturday 16. The weather is cloudy, the wind 
from the S. E. A Mr. Garrow, a Frenchman, w h~ 

TOL. I. 2 H 
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wards joining us, which we showed no anxiety to 
meet; but this morning he sellt an apology for his 
improper conduct, and agreed to go with us and 
perform the same duties as the rest of the corps; 
we therefore took him again into our service. 

Monday 18. The weather was cold and cloudy, 
the wind from the north. We were engaged ill 
packing up the goods into eight divisions, so as to 
preserve a portion of each in case of accident. We 
hear that the Sioux have lately attacked a party 
of Assiniboins and Knistellaux, near the Assiniboin 
river, and killed fifty of them. 

Tuesday 19. Some snow fell last night, and this 
morning was cold, windy, and cloudy. Shahaka 
and Kagohami came down to see us, as did another 
Indian with a sick child, to whom we gave some 
medicine. There appears to be an approaching war, 
as two parties have already gone from the Minne
tarees, and a third is preparing. 

Wednesday20. The morning was cold and cloudy, 
the wind high from the north, but the afternoon 
was pleasant. The canoes being finished, four of 
them were carried down to the river, at the distance 
of a mile and a half from where they were con. 
structed. 

Thursday 21. The remaining periogues were 
hauled to the same place, and all the men except 
three, who were left to watch them, returned to 
the fort. On his way down, which was about six 
miles, captain Clarke passed along the points of the 
hi gh hills, where he sa w large quantities of pumice
stone on the foot, sides and tops of the hills, which 

had every appearance Q f having been at some p~riod 



UP THE MIS SOURI • 215 

. over the platter an earthen pot, containing about 
three gallons, with a mouth large enough to cover 
the platter, is reversed, being completely closed, 
except a small aperture at the top, through which 
are watched the bead: a quantity of old dried wood, 
formed into a sort of dough or paste, is placed round 
the pot, so as almost to cover it, and afterwards set 
on fire: the manufacturer then looks through We 
small hole in the pot, till he sees the beads aSSume 
a deep red colour, to which succeeds a paler or 
whitish red, or they become pointed at the upper 
extremity; on which the fire is removed, and the 
pot suffered to cool gradually: at length it is re
moved, the beads taken out, the clay in the hollow 
of them picked out with an awl or needle, and it is 
then fit for use. The beads thus formed are in great 
demand among the Indians, and used as pendants 
to their ears and hair, and are sometimes worn round 
the neck. 

Sunday 17. A windy but clear and pleasant day, 
the river rising a little, and open in several places. 
Our Minnetaree interpreter, Chaboneau, whom we 
intended taliing with us to the Pacific, had some 
days ago been worked upon by the British traders, 
and appeared unwilling to accompany us, except 
on certain terms; such a$ his not being subject to 
our orders, and do duty, or to return whenever he 
chose. As we saw clearly the source of his hesita
tion, and knew that it was intended as an obstacle 
to our views, we told him that the terms were in
admissible, and th~t we could dispense with 11is 
services: he had accordingly left us with some dis
pleasure. Since th~n he had made an advance to-
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rose nine inches. and the ice began breaking away 
in sev-eral places, so as to endanger our canoes, which 
we are hauling down to the fort. 

Tuesday 26. The river rose only half an inch, and 
being choked up with ice near the fort, did not be
gin to run till towards evening. This day is clear 
and pleasant. 

Wednesday 27. The wind is still high from the 
S.W.: the ice, which is occasionally stopped for a 
few hours, is then thrown over shallow sand-bars 
when the river runs. 'Ve had all our canoes brought 
.down, and were obliged to caulk and pitch very 
attentively, the cracks so common ill cottonwood. 

Thursday 28. The day is fair, Some obstacle 
above has prevented the ice from running. Our 
canoes are BOW nearly ready, and we expect to set 
out as soon as the river is sufficiently cleat to per
mit us to pass. 

Friday 2~). The weather clear, and the wind from 
N.W. The obstruction above gave way this morn
ing, and the ice came down in great quantities; 
the river having fallen eleven inches in the course 
of the last twenty-four hours. We have had few 
Indians at the fort for the last three or four days, 
2S they are now bu,sy ill catching the floating buf
faloe. Every spring, as the river is breaking up, 
the surrounding plains are set on fire, and the buf
faloe tempted to cross the river in search of the 
fresh grass which immediately succeeds to the bur
ning: on their way they are often insulated on a 
large cake or mass of ice, which floats down the 
river: th6 Indians now select the most favourable 
points for attack, and, as the buft'aloe approaches, 
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011 fire. He collected specimens of the stone itself, 
the pumice-stone, amI the hard earth; and on being 
put into the furnace, the hard earth melted and 
glazed, the pumice-stone melted, and the hard
itulle became a pumice-stone glazed. 

CHAPTER VIr. 

'Indian method of attacking the huffaloe on the ice-An enumeration of tlle 

presents sent 10 the pre,ident of the Uniteu States-The party are visited by 
a. Ricara chief-They leave their encampment, and proceed on their jour
ney-Description of th .. Little Missouri-Some account or the Assiniboins
Their mode of burying the dead-Whiteearth river described-Cireat quan
tity of1salt discovered on its banks-Yellowstone river described-A par
ticular account of the country at the cOllfluence of the Yellow,lone ancl 

Missouri-Description of the Missouri, the surrounding country, and of the 

rivers, creeks, islands, &c. 

Friday 22. THIS was a clear pleasant day, with 
the wind from the S.S.W. We were visited by the 
second chief of the Minnetarees, to whom we gave 
a medal and some presents, accompanied by a speecl]. 
Mr. M'Kenzie and Mr. Laroche also came to see 
us. They all took their leave next day. 

Saturday 23. Soon after their departure a bro
ther of the Borgne with other Indians came to the 
fort. The weather was fine, but in the evening. we 
had the first rain that has fallen during the winter. 

Sunday 24. The morning cloudy, but in the after
noon fair, the wind from the N. E. We are employed 
in preparing for our journey. This evening swan. 
and wild-geese flew towards the N. E. 

Monday 25. A fine day. the wind S.W. The river 
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there was a white frost, and some ice on the edge 
of the water. We were all engaged in packing up 
our baggage and merchandize. 

Thursday 4. The day is clear and pleasant, though 
the wind is high from N.W. We now packed up, 
in different boxes, a variety of articles for the pre
sident, which we shall send in the barge. They 
consisted of a stuffed male and female antelope 
with their skeletons, a weasel, three squirrels from 
the Rocky mountains, the skeleton of the prairie 
wolf, those of the white and gray hare, a male and 
female blaireau, or burrowing dog of the prairie, 
with a skeleton of the female, two burrowing squir
rels, a white weasel, and the skin of the lou servia, 
the horns of the mOllntain ram, or big-horn, a pail' 
of large elk horns, the horns and tail of the black
tailed deer, and a variety of skins, such as thosa 
of the red fox, white hare, martin, yellow bear ob
tained from the Sioux; also, a number of articles 
of Indian dress, among which was a buffaloe robe, 
representing a battle, fought about eight years 
iince between the Sioux and Ricaras against the 
Mandans and Minnetarees, in which the combatants 
are represented on horseback. It has of late years 
excited much discussion to ascertain the period when 
the art of painting was first discovered: how hope
less all researches of this kind are, is evident from 
the foregoing fact. It is indebted for its origin to 
olle of the strongest passions of the human heart; a 
wish to preserve the features of a departed friend, 
or the memory of some glorious exploit: this inhe
rits equally the bosom of all men, either civilized 
or savage. Such ~ketches, rude and imperfect as 
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dart with astonishing agility across the trembling 
ice, sometimes pressing lightly a cake of not more 
than two feet square: the animal is of course un
steady, and his footsteps insecure on this new ele
ment, so that he can make but little resistance, 
and the hunter, who has given him his death wound, 
paddles his icy boat to the shore, and secures hia 
prey. 

Saturday 30. The day was clear and pleasant# 
the wind N. W. and the ice running in great quan
tities. All our Indian presents were again exposed 
to the air, and the barge made ready to descend 
the Missouri. 

Monday 31. Early this morning it rained, and 
I the weather continued cloudy during the day; the 

river rose nine inches, the ice not running so much 
as yesterday. Several flocks of geese and duck~ 
fly up the river. 

Mon.day, Aprill, 1805. This morning there wail 
a thunder storm, accompanied with large hail, to 
which succeeded rain for about half an hour. We 
availed ourselves of this interval to get all the boats 
in the water. At four o'clock P. M. it began to 
rain a second time, and continued till twelve at 
night. With the exception of a few drops at two or 
three different times, this is the first rain we hav6: 
ha(t since the 15th of October last. 

Tuesday 2. The wind was high last night and 
~is morning from N. W. and the weather~ontinued 
cloudy. The Mandans killed yesterday twenty-one 
elk, about fi~teel1 miles below, but they were sO' 

~poor as to be scarcely fit for nst'. 
Wednesday 3. The weather is pleasant, thou~h 
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sent with tell warriors by his nation to arrange their 
settling near the Mandans ahd ~Iinnetarees, whom 
they wished to join; that he cOlisidered all the 
neighbouring nations friendly except the Sioux, 
whose persecution j;hey would no longer withstand, 
and whom they hoped to repel by uniting with the 
tribes in this quarter: he added, that the Ricaras 
intended to folIbW our advice and live in peace 
with all nations; and requested that we would speak 
in their favour to the Assinihoin Indians. This we 
'\villingly promiseel to do, and assured them that 
their great father would protect them, and no longer 
suffer the Sioux to have good guns or to injure his 
dutiful children. We then gave him a small medal, 
a certificate of his good conduct, a carrot of tobacco, 
and some wampum, with which he departed for the 
Mandan village, well satisfied with his reception. 
Having made all our arrangements, we left the fott 
about five o'clock in the afternoon. The party bow 
c'onsisted of thirty-two persons. Besides ourselves 
were sergeants John Ordway, Nathaniel Pryor, and 
Eatrick Gass; the privates were William Bratton, 
John Colter, Jobn Collins, Peter Cruzatte, Robert 
Frazier, Reuben Fields, Joseph Fields, George Gib
son, Silas Goodrich, Hugh Hall, Thomas P. Howard, 
Baptiste Lapage, Francis Labiche, Hugh M'Neal, 
John Potts, John Shields, George Shannon, John 
B. Thompson, William Werner, Alexander Willard, 
Richard Windsor, Joseph Whitehouse, Peter Wiser, 
and captain ClarkeYs black:servant York. The two 
interpreters were George Drewyer and Toussaint 
Chaboneau. The wife of Chaboneau also accom
panied us with her young childJ and we hope may 
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they are, delineate the predominant character of 
the savage nations. If they are peaceable and in
offensive, the .drawings usually consist of local sce
nery, and their favourite diversions. If the band. 
are rude and ferocious, we observe tomahawks; 
scalping-knives, bows and arrows, and all the en
gines of destruction. A Mandan bow ami quiver 
of arrows; also some Ricara tobacco-seed, and an 
ear of :Mandan corn; to these were allded a box: of 
plants, anothet of insects, and three cases contain
ing a burrowing squirrel, a prairie hen, and four 
magpies, all alive. 

Friday 5. Fair and pleasant, but the wind high 
from the northwest. 'Ve were visited by a number 
of Mandans, and are occupied in loading our boats 
in order to proceed on our journey. 

Saturday'6. Another fine day with a gentle breeze 
from the south. The :l\1"andans <!ontinue to come to 
the fort; and in the course of the day informed llS 

of the arrival of a party of Ricaras on the other side 
of the river. We sent o11r interpreter to inquire into 
their reason for coming; and, in the morning, 

Sunday 7, he returned with a Ricara chief anci 
three of his nation. The chief, whose name is 
Kagohweto, or Brave Raven, brought a letter from 
Mr. Tabeau, mentioning the wish of the graml 
chiefs of the Ricaras to visit the president, and re
questing permission for himself and four men to 
JOil! our boat when it descends; to which we con
sented. as it will then he manned with fifteen 11ands" 
and be able to defenci itself against the Sioux: 
After presenting the letter, he told us that he Wail 

VOL. I. 2 i 
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her with. the loss of a little biscuit and powder. 
Tuesday, April ~. We set off as soon as it was 

light, alld proceeded five miles to breakfast. pas
sing a low ground on the south, covered with gro'Ves 
of cottonwood timber. At the distance of six miles, 

. we reached on the north a hunting-camp of Min
netarees, consisting of thirty lodges. and built in. 
the usual form, of earth and timber. Two miles 
and a quarter farther comes in, ort the same side, 
Miry creek, a small stream, about ten yards wide, 
which, rising in some lalies near the Mouse river, 
passes through beautiful level fertile plains witllont 
~imber, in a direction nearly southwest; the banks 
)lear its entrance being steep and rugged on both 
/5ides of the J\Iisso~ri. Three miles above thi~ creek 
",'e came to a hunting party of J\1innetarees, who 
had prepared a park or inclosure, and were waiting 
the return of the an~elope; this animal, which in 
the autumn retires for food and shelt-er to the Black 
mountains during the winter, recross the river a~ 
this season of the year; and spre~d the~selves 
through the plains on the north of the Missouri. 
We halted and smoked a short time with them, and 
then proceeded on through handsome plains on eacl} 
side of the river, and encamped at the distance of 
twenty-three and a half miles on the porth side. The 
day was clear and pleasant, the wind high from the 
south, but afterwards changed to a western steady 
breeze. The bluffs wh~ch ~e passed to-day are up
wards of one hundred feet high, composed of ~ 
mixture of yellow clay and sand, with many hori~ 
~ontal strata of carbonated wood. resembling pit
coal, from one to fiye fc:et in depth, and ,ca~ter~d 

, 
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be useful as an interpreter among the Snake In~ 
dians. She was herself one of that tribe, ,but hav
ing been taken in war by the J\iinlletarees, by 
whom she was sold as a slave to Chaboneau, who 
brought her up and afterwards married her. One 
of the Mandans likewise embarked with us, in order 
to go to the Snake Indians and obtain a peace with 
them for his countrymen. All this party with the 
baggage was stQwed in six small canoes and two 
large periogues. "Ve left the fort with fair pleasant 
weather, though the northwest wind was high; and 
after making about four miles, encamped on the 
north side of the l\l~ssouri, nearly opposite the first 
Mandan village~ At the same time that we took 
our departure, our barge, manned with seven sol
dier-s, two Frenchmen, and Mr. GraveHnes as pilot, 
sailed for the U nited Sta~es lo::tded with pur pre
sents and despatches. 

Monday 8. The day was clear and cool, the wind 
from the nort~west, so that we tra veIled slowly~ 
After breakfa$ting at the second Mandan village, 
we passed the 1Vlahaha at the mouth of I\.nife river~ 
a handsome stream, about eighty yards wide. Be
yond this we reached the island which captain Clarke 
had visited on the 30th of actober~ This i$land ha~ 
timber as well as the lowlands on the north, but its 
distance from the water had prevented our encamp.,. 
illg there during the winter~ From the head of 
thi~ island we made three and a half miles to a 
point of wood on the north, passing a high bluff 
on the sOl1th, and having come about fourteen 
miles~ In the course of the day one of our boatg 
fiUed~ &!ld was near sinking; we however say~t} 
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which the mice collect and hoard in large num
l,ers; the root is white, of an ovate form, from one 
to three inches long, and generally of the size of a 
man's finger; and two, four, and sometimes six roots 
are attached to a single stalk. Its flavour, as well 
as the stalk which issues from it, resemble those of 
the Jerusalem artichoke, except that the latter is 
much larger. A large beaver was caught in a trap 
last night, and the moschetoes begin to trouble nSf 

Wednesday 10. We again set off early with cleaf 
pleasant weather~ and halted about ten for break..,. 
fast, above a sand-bank which was falling in, and 
near a small willow island. On both sides of the 
Missouri, after ascending the hills near the water, 
oue fertile unbroken plain extends itself as far a~ 
the eye can reach, without a solitary tree or shrub, 
except in moist situations or ill steep declivities of 
hills. where they are sheltered from the ravages of 
fire. At the distance of twelve miles we reache4 
the lower point of a bluff on the sou1h. which is ill 
some parts on fire, and throws out qllal~titjfs of 
smoke "hich has a strong sulphureous smell. 1he 
coal and other appearances in the bluffs being like 
those described yesterday. At one o'clock we over
took three Frenchmen, who left the fort a few days 
before us. in order to make the first attempt on this 
river of hunting beaver, which they do by means 
of traps: their efforts promise to be successful, fur 
they have already caught twelve, which are finer 
than any we have ever seen: they mean to aCCOffi-:
pany us as far as the Yellowstone river, in order to 
obtain our protection against the Assiniboil1s. who 
lPight attack them. In the evening we 'encamped 
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through the bluff at different elevations, some as 
high as eighty feet above the water: the hills along 

-the river are broken, and present every appearance 
of having been burned at some former period; great 
quantiti-es of pumice-stone and lava, or rather earth. 
which seems to have been hoiled and then hardened 
by exposure, being seen in many parts of these 
hills, where they are broken and washed down into 
gullies by the rain and melting snow. A great 
number ofbrants pass up the river; there are somer 
of them perfectly white, except the large feathers 
of the first and second joint of the wing, which are 
black, though ill every other characteristic they 
resemble common grey brant: we also saw, but 
could not procure, an animal that burrows in the 
ground, and similar ill every respect to the burrow
ing squirrel, except that it is only one-third of its 
size. This may be the animal whose works we have 
often seen in the plains and prairies; they resemble 
the labours of the salamander in the sand-hills of 
South Carplina and Georgia, and, like him, the 
animals rarely come above ground; they consist of 
a little h~nock of ten or twelve pounds of loose 
ground, which would seem to have been reversed 
from a pot, though no aperture is seen through 
which it could hilve been thrown: on removing 
gently the earth, you discover that the soil has been 

. bi-ai,en in a circle of about an inch and a half dia
meter, where the ground is looser, though still no 
opening is perceptible. When we stopped for dinner 
the squaw went out, and after penetrating wi!h a 
~harp stick the holes of tile mice, near some drift
~ood~ brou~ht to us a quantity of wild artichokes~ 
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the less inconvenient, as we are oblig.ed to wade in 
some places, owing to the shallowness of the river. 
At seven miles we reached a large sand-bar making 
out from the north. We again stopped for dinner; 
after which we went on to a small plain on the 
north covered with cotton wood; where we encamped, 
having made nineteen miles. The country aroun~ 
is much the same as that we passed yesterday: on 
the sides of the hills, and even bn the banks of the 
rivers, as well as Oil the sand..:.bars, is a white sub
stance, which appears in considerable quantities on 
the surface of the earth, and tastes like a mixture 
of common salt with glauber salts: many of the 
streams which come from the foot of the hills, are SO 

strongly impregnated with this substance, that the 
water has an unpleasant taste, a\ld a purgative 
effect. A beaV'er was caught last night by one q( 
the Frenchm:en; we killed two geese~ and saw some 
cranes, the largest bird of that kind common to the 
:Missouri and Mississippi, and perfectly white,ex" 
cept the large feathers on the two first joints of the 
wing, which are black. ETnder a bluff, opposite to 
onr encampment, we discovered some Indians with 
horses, whom we supposed were Minnetarees, but 
the width of the river prevented our speaking to 
them. 

Friday l~" We set off early and passed a high 
range of hills. on the south side; our periogues being' 
obliged to go over to the ~outh, in order to avoid a 
sand-hank which. was rapidly falling. in. At six. 
miles we came to at the lower side of the entrance 
of the Little Missouri, where we remained during' 
the day, for the purpose of making celestialobser-
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on ~ willow point to the south, opposite to a bluff, 
above which a small creek falls in, and just above 
a remarkable bend in the river to the southwest, 
which we called the Little Basin. The l()w grounds 
which we passed to-day possess mor~ timber than is 
usual, and are wider; the cutrent is moderate, at 
least not greater than that of the Ohio in high tides; 
the banks too fall in but little, so that the naviga
tion comparatively with that lower down the Mis
souti is safe and easy. We were enabled to make 
eighteen and a half miles. We saw the track of a 
large white bear; there were also a herd of ante
lopes in the plains; the geese and swan are noW' 
feeding in' considerable quantities on the young 
grass in the low prairies; we shot a prairie hen, and 
a bald eagle, of which there were maIlS nests ill 
the tall cottonwood trees, but could procure neither 
of two elk which were in the, plain. Our old com
panions the moschetoes have renewed their visit, 
and give us much uneasiness. 

Thursday II. ,Ve set out at daylight, and after 
passing bare and barren hills on the south, and a; 

plain covered with timber on the north, breakfasted 
at nine miles distance; here we were regaled with 
a deer brought in by the hUnters, which was very 
acceptable, as we had been for several days with
out fresh meat; the country between this and fort 
Mandan being so frequently disturbed by hu!!ters. 
'that the game has become scarce. We then pro
ceeded with a f;entle breeze from the south, which 
carried the periogues on very well; the day was, 
however, so warm, that several of the men worked 
with no clothes, except round the waist, which is 
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countries they water are similar in point of soil. 
From the Mandan villages to this place the country 
is hilly and irregular, with the same appearance of 
glauber salts and carbonated wood; the low grounds 
smooth, sandy, and partially covered with cotton
wood and small ash; at some distance back there 
are extensive plains of a good soil, but without 
timber or water. 

We found great quantities of small onions, which 
grow single; the bulb of an oval forIP, white, about 
the size of a bullet, with a leaf resembling that of 
the shive. On the sille of a neighbouring hill tllere, 
is a species of dwarf cedar; it spreads its limbs along 
the surface of the earth, which it almost conceals 
by' its closeness and thjckness, and is sometimes 
~overed by it, haying always a number of roots Oil' 

the under side, while on the upper are a quantity 
of shoots, which with their leaves seldoIQ. rise higher 
than six or eight inches; it is an evergreen, its leaf 
more delicate than that of the common cedar, though 
the taste and smell is the same. 

The country around has been so recently hunt ell, 
that the game are extremely shy; so that a white 
rabbit, two beaver, a deer, amI a bald eagle were 
all that we coulll procure. The weather had been 
clear, warm, and pleasant in the morning, but 
about three we had a squall of high wind and rain, 
with some' thunder, which lasted till after sun-set, 
when it again cleared off. 

Saturday 13. 'Ve set out at sun-rise, and at nine 
o'clock having the wind in our favour went 011 

rapidly past a timbered low ground on the south~ 
and a creek on the nort~~ at the distance of niqe 
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vations. This river empties itself 011 the south side 
of the Missouri, one thousand six hundred antI 
ninety-three miles from its conflnence with the Mis
sissippi. It rises to the west of the Black mountains, 
across the northern extremity of which it finds a 
narrow rapid passage along high perpendic:ular 
banks, then seeks the l\1issouri in a northeastern 
direction, through a broken country with highlands 
bare of timber, and the low grounds particularly 
supplied with cottonwood, elm. small ash, box, alder, 
and an undergrowth of willow, redwood, sometimes 
called red or swamp-willow, the redberry and 
chokecherry. In its course it passes near the north
west side of the Turtle mountain, which is said to 
be only twelve or fifteen miles from its mouth in a 
straight Hne a little to the south of west, so that 
both the Little Missouri and Knife river have been 
laid down too far southwest. It enters the Missouri 
with a bold current, and is one hundred and thirty
four yards wide, but its greatest depth is two feet 
and a half, and this joined to its rapidity and its 
Band-bars, make the navigation difficult except for 
canoes, which may ascend it for a considerable dis
tance. At the mouth, and as far as we could dis
cern from the hills between the two rivers, about 
three miles from their junction, the country is much 
broken, the soil consisting of a deep rich dark co
loured loam, intermixed with a small proportion of 
fine sand, and ~ove}Jed generally with a short grass 
resembling blue grass. In its colour, the nature of 
its bed, arrd'its general appearance, it resembles so 
)lIuch the'Missouri, as to induce a belief that the 

l~L.L 2,K 
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small or common hawk, common in most parts of 
the United States, are also found here: great quau
tities of geese are feeding in the prairies, and one 
flock of white brant, or geese with black wings, 
and some grey brant with them pass up the river, 
and from their flight they seem to proceed much 
farther to the northwest. We killed two antelopes, 
which were very lean, and caught last night two 
beaver: the French hunters, who had procured 
seven, thinking tIle neighbourhood of the Little 
Missouri a convenient hunting ground for that ani
mal, remained behind there. In the evening we en
camped in a beautiful plain on the north, thirty feet 
above the river, having made twenty-two al1(1 a 
half miles. 

Sunday 14. ""Ve set off early with pleasant and 
fair weather: a dog joined us, which we suppose 
had strayed from the Assiniboin camp on the lake. 
At two and a half miles we passed timbered low 
grounds and a small creek: in these low grounds 
are several uninhabited lodges built with the boughs 
of the elm, an I the remains of two recent encamp
ments, which, from the hoops of small cags foup.(l 
in them, we judged. could belong to Assilliboins 
only, as they are the only Missouri Indians who use 
spirituous liquors: of these they are so passionat-ely 
fond, that it forms their chief il1ducement to visit 
the British on the Assiniboin, to whom they barter 
for cags of rum their dried and pounded meat, their 
grease .. and the skins of large,and sman wolves, and 
small foxes. The dangerous exchange is transported 
to their camps with their friends and relations, and 
soon exhausted in brutal intoxication: so·· far from 
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miles, which we called Onion creek, from the quan~ 
tity of that plant which grows in the plains near 
it: this creek is about sixteen yards wide at a mile 
and a half above its mouth; it discharges more 
water than is usual for creeks of that size in this 
country; but the whole plain which it waters is 
totally destitute of timber. The J\1:issouri itself 
widens very remarkably just above its junction with 
the Little Missouri: immediately at the entrance of 
the latter it is not more than two hundred yards 
wide, and so shallow that it may be passed in canoes 
with setting poles, while a few miles above it is 
upwards of a mile in width. Ten miles beyond 
Onion creek we came to another, discharging itself 
on the north, in the centre of a deep bend; on ascend
ing it for about a mile and a half, we found it to be 
the discharge of a pond or small lake, which seemed 
to have been once the bed of the Missouri. Near 
this'lake were the remains of forty-three temporary 
lodges, which seem to belong to the Assiniboins, 
who are now on the river of the same name. A great 
ntulI"ber of swan and geese were also in it, and from, 
this circumstance we named the creek Goose creek, 
and the lake by the same name: these geese, we 
observe, do not build their nests on the ground or 
in sand-bars, but in the tops of lofty cottonwood 
trees. We saw some elk and buffaloe to-day, but 
at too great a distance to obtain any of them, though 
a number' of the carcases of the latter animal are 
strewed along the shore, having fallen through the 
ice, and been swept along when the river broke 
up. More bald eagles are seen on this part of the 
Missouri than we have previously met with; the 
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The Assiniboins have so recently left the river, 
that game is scarce and shy. One of the hunters 
shot at an otter last evening; a buffaloe too was 
killed, and an elk, both so poor as to be almost 
unfit for use; two white bear were also seen, and a 
musk-rat swimming across the river. ,The river 
continues wide,' and of about the same rapidity as 
the ordinary current of the Ohio. The low grounds 
are wide, the moi!ter parts containing timber, the 
upland extremely broken, without wood, and in 
!'lome places seem as if they had slipped down in 
masses of several acres in surface. The mineral ap
pearances of salts, coal, and sulphur, with the burned 
hill and pumicestone continue, and a bituminous 
water, about the colour of strong lye, with the taste 
of glauber salts and a slight tincture of alum. 
Many geese were feeding in the prairies, and a 
number of magpies, who build their nests much like 
those of the blackbird, in trees, aNd composed of 
small sticks, leaves and grass, open at top: the egg 
is of a bluish brown colour, freckled with reddish 
brown spots. We also killed a large hooting-owl, 
resembling that of the United States, except that it 
was more booted and clad with feathers. On the 
hills are many aromatic herbs, resembling in taste, 
IlmeU and appearance the sage, hysop, wormwood, 
southernwood, juniper and dwarf cedar·; a plant also 
about two or ~hree feet high, similar to the cam
phor in smell and taste; and another plant of the 
liame size, with a long, narrow, smooth, soft leaf, of 
an agreeable smell and flavour, which is a favourite 
food of the antelope, whose necks are often per
fumed by rubbing against it. 
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.:onsidering drunkenness as disgraceful, the women 
and children are permitted and invited to share in 
these excesses with their husbands and fathers, who 
boast how often their skill and industry as hunters 
has supplied them with the means of intoxication: 
in this, as io their other habits and customs, they 
resemble the Sioux, from whom they are descended. 
The trade with the Assinihoins and Knistenaux is 
encouraged by the British, beca"03e it procures pro
vision for their engages 011 their return from Rainy 
lake to the English river and the Athabasky country~ 
where they winter; these men being obliged, during 
that voyage, to pass rapidly through a country but 
seantily supplied wi.th game. We halted for dinner 
near a large village of burrowing squirrels, who, 
we observe, generally select·a southeasterly expo
sure, though they are sometimes found in the plains. 
At ten and a quarter miles we came to the lower 
point of an island, which, from the day of our arrival 
there we ~alled Sunday island: here the river washes 
the bases of the hills 011 both sides, and above the 
_sland, which with its sand-bar extends a mile and 
a half: two small creeks fall in from the south; the 
.uppermost of these, which is the largest, we c.aUed 
Chaboneau's creek, after our interpreter, who once 
encamped on it several weeks with a party of In
dians. Beyond this no white man had ever been, 
except two Frenchmen. one of whom. Lapage, is 
with us; and who. having lost their way, straggled 
a few miles further, though to what point we could 
not ascertain. About a mile and a half beyond this 
island we encamped 011 a point of woodland on the 
north, having made in all fourteen miles. 
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mi:es we passed on the north side a small creek.,. 
twenty yards wide, which we called Goat-pen creeky 

from a park or enclosure for the purpose of catching 
that animal, which those who went up the creek 
found, and which we presume to have been left by 
the Assiniboins. Its water is impregnated with mi
neral salts, and the cauntry through which it flow8 
consists of wide and very fertile plains, but without 
any trees. We encamped at the distance of twenty
tllTee miles, on a sand-point to the south: we passed 
in the evening a rock in the middle of the river, the 
channel of which, a little above our camp, is con
fined within eighty yards. 

Tuesday 16. The morning was clear, the wind 
light from the S. E. The country presents the same 
appearance of low plains and meado-ws on the river~ 
bounded a few miles back by broken hills, which 
end in high level fertile lands; the quantity of 
timber is, however, increasing. The appearance of 
minerals continues as usual, and to-<lay we found 
'Several stones, which seemed to have heen wood 
first carbonated, and then petrified by the water of 
the :Missouri, which has the same effect on many 
vegetable substances. There is indeed reason to 
believe, that the strata of coal ill the hills causes 
the fire and appearances which they exhibit of be
ing burned. Whenever these marks present them
selves in the bluffs on the river, the coal is seldom 
seen, and when found in the neighbourhood of the 
strata of burned earth, the coal, with the sand, and 
sulphureous matter usually accompanying it, is pre .. 
eisely at the same height, and nearly of the same 
thickntss with those strata. We passed three smaU 
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Monday 15. We proceeded under a fine breeze 
from the south, and clear pleasant weather. At seven 
miles we reached the lower point of an island in a 
bend to the south, which is two miles in length. 
Captain Clarke, who went about, nine miles north
ward from the river, reached the high grounds, 
which, like those we have seen, are level plains 
without timber; here he observed anum ber of 
drains, which descending from the hills, pursue a 
northeast course, and probably empty into the 
Mouse river, a branch of the Assiniboin, which, 
from Indian accounts, approaches very near to the 
Missouri at this place. Like all the rivulets of this 
neighbourhood, these drains were so strongly im
,pregna,ted with mineral salts, that they are not fit 
to drink.- He saw also the remains of several camps 
of Assiniboins; the low grounds on both sides of the 
river are extensive, rich, and level. In a little poml 
011 the north, we heard, for the first time this season, 
the croaking of frogs, which exactly resembles 
that of the small frogs in the United States: there 
are also in these plains great quantities of geese, 
and many of the grouse or prairie-hen, as they are 
called by the northwest company's traders; the 
note of the male, as far as words can represent it is, 
cook, cook, cook, coo, coo, coo, the first part of 
which both male and female use when flying; the 
male too drums with his wings when he flies, in the 
same way, though not so loud as the pheasant; 
they appear to be mating. Some deer, elk, ami 
goats were ill the low grounds, and buffaloe 011 the 
sand-beaches, but they were ullcommonly shy; we 
p,!SQ saw a bhck bear, and two white ones. At fifteen 
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whom, we supposed, to he a Land of Assiniboins 011 

their return from war against the Indians on the 
Rocky mountains. 

Thursday IS. 'Ve had again a pleasant day, amI 
proceeded on with a westerly wind, which, how
ever, chmged to N. 'V., and Llew so hard that we 
were obliged to stop q.t one o'clock mul remain four 

. honrs, "hen it abated and we then continued our 
course. 

'Ve encamped about dark on a woody banl{, hav~ 
i~lg made thirteen miles. The country presented the 
usnal variety of highlands interspersed with rich 
plains. In one of these we ohserved a species of pea, 
bearing a yellow flower, which is now in blossom, 
the leaf and stalk resembling the common pea: it 
seldom rises higher than six inches, and the root is 
perennial. On the rose bushes we also saw a quan
tity of the hair of the buffaloe, which had become 
perfectly white by exposure, and resembled the 
wool of the sheep, except that it was much finer, 
a11(l more soft and silky. A huffaloe, which we 
killed yesterday, hatl shed his long hair, and that 
which remained was about two inches long, thick, 
fine, and would have furnished five pounds of wool, 
of which we have no doubt an excellent cloth may 
be made. Our game to-day was a heaver, a deer, 
an elk, and some geese. The river has been crooked 
all day and bearing towards the south. 

On the hills we observed considerable quantities 
of dwarf juniper, which seldom grows higherihan 
three feet. )Ve killed in the course of the day an 
elk, three geese and a beaver. The heaver on this 
part of the Missouri are in greater qu~ntities, larger 



UP THE MisSOURt. 257 

creeks or rather runs, which rise in the hills to the 
liorth. Numbers of geese; and a few ducks, chiefly 
of the mallard and blue-winged teal, many buffaloe, 
elk and deer} were also observed; and in the tim
bered low grounds this morning we were surpnsed 
to observe a great 'quantity of old hornets' nests. 
We encamped in a point of ,woods on the south p 

having come eighteen miles, though the circuits 
which we Were obliged to make round sand-bars 
very much illcreased the real distance. 

Wednesday, April 17. 'Ye set off early, the wea
ther being fine, and the wind so favourable as to 
enable us to sail the greater part of the course. At 
ten and three quarter miles we passed a creek tell 
yards wide on the south; at eighteen miles a little 
run on the north, and at night encamped in a woody 
point on the south. We had travelled twenty-sit: 
tuiles through a country similar to that of yester
day, except that there were greater appearances of 
burned hills, furnishing large quantities of lava 
aud pumicestone; of the last of \\ hieh we observe 
some pieces floating down the river} as we had pre
viously done as low as the Little l\1issouri. In all 
the copses of wood are the remains of the Assiniboin 
encampments; around us are great quantities of 
game, such as herds of buffaloe, elk, antelopes; 
some deer and wolves, the tracks of bears; a curlew 
'Was also seen, and we obtained three beaver, the 
flesh of which is more relished by the men than any 
other food which we have. Just before we encamped 
we saw some tracks of Indians, who had passed 
twenty-four hours before, and left four rafts, and 

VOL. I. 2 x. 
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nails, scrapers for dressing hides, some dried roots, 
several plaits of sweet grass, and a small quantity 
of J\[andall tobacco. These things, as well as the 
body itself, had probably fallen down hy accident, 
as the custom is to place them on the scaffold. At 
a little distance was the body of a dog not yet de
cayed, who had met this reward for having dragged 
thus far in the sled the corpse of his mistress, to 
whom, according to the Indian usage, he had beeJl 
sacrificed. 

Sunday 21. Last night there was a hard white 
frost, and this morning the weather cold, but clear 
and pleasant: in the course of the day, however, 
it became cl~)Udy, and the wind rose. The country 
is of the same description as within the few last 
days. W-e saw immense quantities of buffaloe, elk, 

. deer, alltelopes, geese, and some swan and ducks, 
out of which we procured three deer, four buffaloe 
calves, which last are equal in flavour to the most 
delicious veal, also two beaver, and an otter. We 
passed one large and two small creeks on the south 
side. and reached at sixteen miles the mouth of 
Whiteearth river, coming in flOm the n{)rth.- Thi~ 
river, before it reaches the low grounds near'the 
lVlissouri, is a fine bold stream sixty yards wide, 
and is deep and navigable; but it is so much choked 
up at the entrance by the mud of the l\fissouri, that 
its mouth is not more than ten yards wide. Its 
course, as far as we could discern from the neigh
hotHing hills, is nearly due north, passing through 
a beautiful and fertile valley, though without a 
tree or bush of any description. Half a mile beyond 
this river we encamped on the same side below q, 
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amI fatter, and their fur is more abundant, and of a 
darker colour than any we had hitherto seen: their 
favourite food seems to be the bark of the cotton
wood and willow, as we have seen no other species 
of tree that has been touched by them, amI these 
they gnaw to the groullll through a diameter of 
twenty inches. 

The next day, Friday 19, the wind was so high 
from the northwest that we could not proceed, but 
being less violent on 

Saturday 20, we set off about seven o'clock, and 
had nearly lost one of the canoes as we left the shore, 
by the falling in of a large part of the bank. The 
wind too became again so strong that we coulll 
scarcely make one mile an hour, and the sudden 
squalls so dangerous to the small boats, that we 
stopped for the night among some wilIo\vs on the 
north, not being able to advance .more than six and 
a half miles. In walking through the neighbouring 
plains we found a fertile soil covered with cotton
wood, Gome box, alder, ash. red elm, amI an under
growth of willow, rose bushes, honeysuckle, recl 
willow, gooseberry, currant, and serviceberries, and 
along the foot of the hills great quantities of hysop. 
Our hunters procured elk and deer, which are now 
lean, and six: beaver, which are fatter and more 
palatable. Along the plain there were also some 
Indian camps; 11ear one of these was a scaffold about 
seven feet high, on which were two sleds with their 
harness, and under it the body of a female, care
fully wrapped in several dressed buffaloe skins; 
near it lay a bag rna-de of buffaloe skin, containing 
i}. pair of moccasins, SQme red and blue paii1t~ beaver', 
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brittle black rock, flint, limestone, freestone, some 
small specimens of an excellent pebble, and occa
sionall y broken stra tas of a black coloured stone, 
lilie petrified wood, which make good whetstones. 
The usual appearances of coal, or carbonated wood, 
and pumice-stone, still continue; the coal being of 
a better quality, and when burnecl affords a hot and 
lasting fire, emitting very little smoke or flame. 
There are large herds of deer, elk, buffaloe. and 
antelopes in view of us: the buffaloe are not so shy 
as the rest, for they suffer us to approach within 
one hundred yards before they run, and then stop 
and resume their pasture at a very short distance. 
The wolves to-day pursued a herd of them, and at 
length caught a calf that was unable to keep up 
with the rest; the mothers, on these occasions, de
fending their young as long as they can retreat as 
fast as the henl, but seldom returning any distance 
to seek for them. 

Tuesday 2;3. A clear and pleasant morning, but 
at nine o'clock the wind became so high, that the 
boats were in danger of upsetting; we therefore 
were forced to stop at a place of safety till about 
five in the afternoon, when the wind being lower 
we proceeded, and encamped on the north, at the 
distance of thirteen and a half miles: the party 011 

shore brought us a buff aloe calf, and three black
tailed deer: the sand ou the river has the same ap
pearances as usual, except that the quantity of wood 
increases. 

\Yednesday 2.t.. The wind blew so high during 
the whole day, that we were unable to move; such 
indeed was its violence, that although we wen~ 
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point of highland, ,,.hich, from its appearance, we 
call Cut bluff: 

Monday 22. The day clear and cold:' we passed 
a high bluff on the north, and plains on the south, 
in which were large herds of buffaloe, till break
fast, when the wind became so strong a-head, that 
we proceeded with difficulty even with the aid of 
the towline. Some of the party now walked across 
to the Whiteearih river, which here, at the distance 
of four miles from its mouth, approaches very near 
to the Missouri. It contains more water than is 
usual in streams of the same size at this season, with 
steep banks about ten or twelve feet high, and the 
water is much clearer than that of the ]Uissouri; 
the saIts, which have been mentioned as common 
on the banks of the l"-fissouri, are here so abundant, 
that in many places the ground appears perfectly 
white, and from this circumstance it may have de
rived its name: it waters an open country, and is 
navigable almost to its source, which is not far from 
~he Saskaskawan; and, judging from its size and 
~ourse, it is probable that it extends as far Horth as 
the fiftieth degree of latitude. After nmch delay, 
in consequence of the high wind, we succeeded in 
making eleven miles, and encamped in a low ground 
011 the south, covered with cotton-wood and rabbit
berries. The hills of the l\Iissouri, near this place. 
exhibit large irregular broken masses of rocks and 
Iltones, some of which, although two hundred feet 
above the water, seem at some remote period tQ 
have been subject toits influence, being apparently 
worn smooth by the agitation of the water. These 
rocks and stonesc.onsist of white and grey granite, a 
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men; the boats were prevented from going until 
five in the afternoon, when they went on a few 
miles further, and encamped for the night at the 
distance of fourteen and a half miles. 

Friday 26. We continued our voyage in the 
morning, and by twelve o'clock encamped at eight 
miles distance, at the junction of the l\-lissouri and 
Yellowstone rivers; where we were soon joined by 
ca ptain Lewis. 

On leaving us yesterday he pursued his route 
~llollg the foot of the hills, which he ascended at the 
distance of eight miles; from these the wide plains. 
watered by the Missouri and the Yellowstone, 
spread themselves before the eye, occasionally va
ried with the wood of the banks, enlivened by the 
irregular "\vi:ldings of the two rivers, and animated 
hy vast herds of buffaloe, deer, elk and antelope. 
The confluence of the two rivers was concealed by 
the vfood, but the Yellowstone itself was only two 
miles distant to the south. He therefore descended 
the hills, and encamped on the bank of the riverJ 
having killed, as .he crossed the plain, four buffa .. 
Ioes; the deer alone are shy, and retire to the 
woods, but the elk, antelope and buffaloe suffered 
him to approach them without alarm, and often 
followed him quietly for some distance. T1lis mor .. 
ning he sent a man up the river to examine it, while 
he proceeded down to the junction: the grQund on 
the lower side of the Yellowstone near its mouth, 
is flat, and for about a mile seems: to he subject to 
inunclation, while that at the point of junction, as 
w('it as on the oppo~ite side of the MiESOuri, is at 
the usual height of ten or eighteen feet above th~ 
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sheltered by high timber, the waves wet many ar
ticles ill the boat: the hunters went out, and re~ 
turned with four deer, two elk, and some young 
wolves of the small kind. The party are very much 
affiicted with sore eyes, which we presume are oc
casioned by the vast quantities of sand which are 
driven from the sand-bars in such clouds as often 
to hide from us the view of the opposite bank. The 
particles of this sand are so fine and light, that it 
floats for miles in the air, like a column of thick 
smoke, and is .so penetrating, that nothing can be 
kept free from it; and we are compelled to eat. 
drink and breathe it very copiously. To the same 
cause we attribute the disorder of one of our watches, 
although her cases are double and tight; since, 
without any defect in its works that we can dis
cover, it will not run for more than a few minutes 
without stopping. 

Thursday 25. The wind moderated this morning, 
but was still high; we therefore set out early, the 
weather being so cold, that the water froze on the 
oars as we rowed, and about te)1 o'clock the wind 
increased so much that we were obliged to stop. 
This detention from the wind, and the reports from 
our hunters of the crookedness of the river, imluce(l 
lIS to believe that we were at no great distance 
from the Yellowstone river. In order, therefore, to 
prevent delay as much as possible, captain Lewis 
determined to go on by land in search of that river. 
and make the necessary ohservatiolls, so as to be 
enabled to proceed on immediately after the boats 
iShould join him: he therefore landed, about eleven 
o'clock, on the south side, accompanied by four 
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£lows and low grounds, sufficiently- timbered on its 
borders. In the upper country its course is repre
~;{~nted as very rapid, but during the two last and 
largest portions its cutrent is much mote gen~Ie 
than that of the Missouri, which it resembles also 
in being turbid, though with less sediment. The 
man, who was sent up the river, reported, in the 
evening, that he har! gone about eight miles, that 
during that distance the river winds on both sides 
of a plain four or five miles wide; that the current 
was gentle. amI much obstructed by sand-bars; 
that at five miles he 11ad met a large timbered 
island, three miles beyond which a creek falls in 
on the S. E. above a high bluff, in which are seve
ral strata of coal. The country, as far as he could 
((;scern, resemblecl that of the :Missouri; and in the 
plain he met several of the bighorn animals, but 
they were too shy to be obtained. The bed orthe 
Yellowstone, as we observed it near the mouth, is 
composed of sand and mud, without a stone of any 
kind. Just above the confluence we measured the 
two rivers, and found the bed of the Missouri five 
bundred amI twenty yards wide, the water occu
pying only three hundred and thirty, and the chan
nel deep: while the Yellowstone, including its 
saml-bar, occupied eight hundred and fifty-eight 
yards, with two hundred and ninety-seven yards of 
water: the deepest part of the channel is twelve 
feet, but the river is now falling. and seems to be 
nearly at its summer height. 

A pri127 . We left the mouth of the YeUowstone. 
From the point of junction. a wood occupies the 
space between the two rivers. which at the distance 
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water, and therefore not overflown. There is more 
timber in the neighbourhood of this place, and on 
the Missouri, as far below as the \Vhite-earth river, 
than on any other part of the Missouri on this side 
onhe Chayenne: the timber consists principally of 
cotton-wood, with some small elm, ash, and box
alder. On the sand-bars, and along the margin of 
the river, grows the small-leafed willow; in the 
low grounds adjoining are scattered rose-bushes, 
three or four feet high, the red-berry, service-berry 
and red-wood. The higher plains are either imme
diately on the river, in which case they are gene
rally timbered, and have an undergrowth like that 
of the low grounds, with the addition of the broad
leafed willow, gooseberry, chokecherry, purple 
currant and honeysuckle: or they are between the 
low grounds and the hills, and for the most part 
without wood, or any thing except large quantities 
of wild hyssop; this plant rises about two feet high, 
and like the willow of the sand-bars is a favourite 
food of the buffaloe, elk, deer, grouse, porcupine~ 

hare and rabbit. This river, which had been known 
to the French as the Roche jaune, or, as we have 
called it, the Yellowstone, rises, according to In
dian information, in the Rocky mountains. its 
sources are near those of the Missouri and the Platte, 
and it may be navigated in canoes almost to its 
head. It runs first through a mountainous country, 
but in many parts fertile and well timbered: it then 
waters a rich delightful land, broken into valleys 
and meadows, and well supplied with wood and 
water till it reaches near the Missouri open mea-

NL. I. 2 M 
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N. W. wind rose so high at eleven o'clock, that 
we were obliged to stop till about four in the after
noon, when we proceeded till dusk. On the south 
a beautiful plain separates the two rivers, till at 
about six miles there is a timbered piece of low 
ground, and a little above it bluffs, where the 
country rises gradually from the river; the situa
tions 011 the north more high and open. We en
camped on that side, the wind, the sand which it 
raised, and the rapidity of the current, having 
prevented our advancing more than eight miles; 
during the latter part of the day the ri ver becomes 
wider, and crowded with sand-bars: although the 
game is in such plenty, we kill only what is neces
sary for our subsistence. For several days past we 
have seen great numbers of buff aloe lying dead 
along the shore, and some of them partly devoured 
by the wolves; they have either sunk through the 
ice during the winter, or been drowned in attempt
ing to cross; or else, after crossing to some high 
bluff. found themselves too much exhausted either 
to ascend or swim back again, and perished for 
want of food; in this situation we found several 
small parties of them. There are geese too in 
abundance, and more bald-eagles than we have 
hitherto observed; the nests of these last being al
ways accompanied by those of two or three mag
pies, who are their inseparable attendants. 
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of a mile comes within two hundred and fifty yards 
of each other. There a beautiful low plain com
mences, and widening as the rivers recede, extends 
along each of them for several miles, rising about 
half a mile from the Missouri into a plain twelve 
feet higher than itself. The low plain is a few inches 
above high-water mark, and where it joins the 
higher plain, there is a channel of sixty or seventy 
yards in width, through which a part of the l\1is
souri, when at its greatest height, passes into the 
Yellowstone. At two and a half miles above the 
junction, and between the high and low plain, is a 
small lake, two hundred yards wide, extending for 
a mile parallel with the Missouri, along the edge 
of the upper plain. At the lower extremity of this 
lake, about four hundred yards from the Missouri, 
and twice that distance from the Yellowstone, is a 
situation highly eligible for a trading establish
ment; it is ill the high plain which extends back 
three miles in width, and seven or eight miles in 
length, along the Yellowstone, where it is bordered 
by an extensive body of woodland, and along the 
Missouri with less breadth, till three miles above 
it is circumscribed by the hills within a space four 
yard.s in width. A sufficient quantity of limestone 
for building may easily be procured near the jUl1C

tiQn of the rivers; it does not lie in regular stratas, 
but is in large irregular masses, of a light colour~ 
and apparently of an excellent quality. Game too 
is very abundantt and as yet quite gentle; above 
all, its elevation recommends it as preferable to the 
land at the confluence of the rivers, which their 
variable channels may render very insecure. The 
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great devastation among the trees, one of which, 
nearly three feet in diameter, ~lad been gnawed 
through by them, 

l\fonday 29. We proceeded early with a mode
rate wind t captain Lewis, who was on shore with 
one hunter, met about eight o'clock two white 
bears: of the strength and ferocity of this animal, 
the Indians had given us dreadful accounts: they 
never attack him but in parties of six or eight per
fiOns, and even then are oHell def~ated with the loss 
of one or more of the party~ Having no weapons 
but bows and arrows. and the bild guns with which 
the traders supply them, they are Qbliged to ap
proach very near to the bear; ~ll(l as po wound 
except through the head or heart is mprtal, they 
frequently fall a sacrifice if they miss their aim. 
He rather attacks ~han avoids a man, al}d such is 
the terror which he has inspired, that the Indians, 
who go in quest of him, paint themselves, and per.., 
form all the superstitiolls rites customary when they 
make war OQ a neighbouring nation. Hitherto. 
~hose we had seen did not appear desirous of en
countering us; but although to a skilful rifleman 
the danger is very mpch diminished, yet the white 
bear is still a terri ble animal: on approaching these 
tW(), ~oth captain ~ewis alld the hu~ter fired, and 
each wounded a bear: one of them made h~s escape~ 
the other ~urlied upon captain Lewis, and _pursued 
him seventy or eighty yards; bu~, being badly 
wounded, he could not run so f(lst as to prevent him 
from reloading his piece, which he again aimed at 
him, and a third shot from the hunter brought him 
~o the ground: he WqS a malel not ~uite full grown~ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Unusual appearance of salt-The formidable charaetl'r of the white bear
Porcupine river described-Beautiful appearance of the stll"1'ounding 
country-Immense quantities of game-Milk river de,cribed-Extraordi
nary character of Bigdry river-An instance of uncommon tenacity of life 
in a white bear-Narrow escape of one of the party from that auimal-~\' 
itill more remarkable instance-Musclesbell ril'er described. 

Sunday 28. THE day was clear and pleasant, 
and the wind having shifted to southeast, we could 
employ our sails, and went twenty-four miles to a 
low ground on the north, opposite to steep bluffs: 
the country on both sides is much broken,' the hills 
approaching nearer to the river, and forming bluffs, 
some of a white, and others of a red colour, and 
exhibiting the usual appearances of minerals, and 
some burned hills, though without any pumice
stone; the salts are in greater quantities than usual, 
and the banks and sand-bars are covered with a 
white incrustation like frost. The low grounds are 
level, fertile, and partially timbered, but are not 
so wide as for a few days past. The woods are now 
green, but the plains and meadows seem to have 
less verdure than those below: the only streams 
which we met to-day, are two small runs on the 
north, and one on the south, which rise in the neigh
bouring hills, and have very little water. At the 
distance of ~ighteen miles, the Missouri makes a 
considerable bend to the southeast: the game is 
very abundant, the common, and mule or black
tailed deer, elk, buffaloe, antelope, brown bear, 
beaver, and geese. The beaver have committed 
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about north 30° west, through an extensive, fertile 
and beautiful valley, but without a single tree. 
The water is clear, and has a brownish yellow tint; 
at this place the highlands, which yesterday and 
to-day had approached so near the river, became 
lower, and, receding from the water, left a valley 
seven or eight miles wide. 

Tuesday 30. The wind was high from the north 
during last evening, and continued so this morning: 
we however continued, and found the river more 
winding than usual, and with a number of sand 
islands and bars, on one of which last we encamped, 
at the distance of twenty-four miles. The low 
grounds are very fertile and extensive, but with 
very little timber, and that cotton-wooi', very bad 
of its kind, being too small for planks, and broken 
and dead at the top, and unsound in the centre of 
the trunk. We passed some ancient lodges of drift
wood, which do not appear to have been lately in
habited. The game continues abundant: we killed 
the largest·male elk we have yet seen; on placing 
it in its natural erect position, we found, that it 
measured five feet three inches from the point of 
the hoof to the top of the shoulder. The antelopes 
are yet lean, and the females are with young. This 
fleet and quick-sighted animal is generally the vic
tim of its curiosity: when they first see the hunters, 
they run with great velocity; if he lies down on 
the ground, and lifts up his arm, his hat, or his . 
foot, the antelope returns in a light trot, to look al 

the object, and sometimes goes and returns two or 
three times, till they approach within reach of the 
rifle: so too they sometimes leave their flock, to go 
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and weighed about three hundred pounds: the legs 
are somewhat longer than those of the black bear, 
and the talons and tusks much larger and longer. 
The testicles are also placed much farther forward, 
and suspended in separate pouches from two to four 
inches asunder, while those of the black bear are 
situated back between the thighs, and in a single 
pouch like those of the dog: its colour is a yellow
ish brown; the eyes small, black and piercing; the 
front of the fore legs near the feet is usually black. 
and the fur is finer, thicker and deeper, than that 
of the black bear: add to which, it is a more furious 
animal, and very remarkable for the wounds which 
it will bear without dying. 

We are surrounded with deer, elk, buffaloe, an
telopes, and their companions the wolves, who have 
become more numerous, and make great ravages 
among them: the hills are here much more rough 
and high, and almost overhang the banks of the 
river. There are greater appearances of coal than 
we have hitherto seen, the stratas of it being in 
some places six feet thick, and there are stratas of 
burnt earth, which are always on the same level 
with those of coal. In the evening, after coming 
twenty-five miles, we encamped at the entrance of 
a river which empties itself into a bend on the north 
side of the Missouri: this stream, which we called 
Martha's river, is about fifty yards w.ide, with 
water for fifteen yards; the banks are of earth, and 
steep though not high, and the bed principally of 
mud. Captain Clarke, who ascended ·it for three 
miles, found that it continued of the same width, 
with a gentle current, and pursuing its course 
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vanced, some flowers having put forth, and the cot
tonwood leaves as large as a dollar. The wind lulled 
about fi ve o'clock in the afternoon, and we then 
proceeded along wille fertile low grounds and high 
level plains, and encamped at the distance of four 
miles. Our game to-day was deer, elk, and buf
faloe: we also procured three heaver, who are quite 
gentle, as they have not been hunted; but when the 
hunters are in pursuit they never leave their huts 
during the day: this animal we esteem a great de
licacy, particularly the tail, which, when boiled, 
resembles in flavour the flesh tongues and sounds of 
the cod-fish, and is generally as large as to afford 
a plentiful meal for two men. One of the hunters 
in passing near an old Indian camp found several 
yards of scarlet cloth, suspended on the bough of a 
tree, as a sacrifice to the deity by the Assiniboins: 
the custom of making these offerings being common 
among that people as indeed among all the Indians 
on the Missouri. The air was sharp this evening; 
the water froze on the oars as we rowed, and in 
the morning, 

Friday 3, the weather became quite cold, the ice 
was a quarter of an inch thick in the kettle, and 
the snow still contiuuecl on the hills, though it has 
melted from the plains. The wind too continued 
high from the west, but not so violently as to pre
vent Our going on. At two miles from our encamp
ment we passed a curious collection of bushes about 
thirty feet high, and ten or twelve in diameter, 
tied in the form of a fascine, alHl standing on end 
in the middle of the low ground: this too we sup
posed to have been left by the Indi·ans as a religious 
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and look at the wolves, who croueh down, an(l if 
the antelope be frightened at first, repeat the same 
manamvre, and sometimes relieve each other till 
they decoy it from the party. when they seize it. 
But generally the wolves take them as they are 
crossing the rivers, for although swift of foot they 
are not good swimmers. 

Wednesday, May 1. The wind was in our favour, 
and we were enabled to use the sails till twelve 
o'clock, when the wind became so high and squally 
that we were forced to come to at the distance of 
ten miles on the south, in a low ground stocked 
with cottonwood, and remain there during the day. 
one of the canoes being separated from us, and not 
able to cross over in consequence of the high waves. 
The country around is much more pleasant than 
that through which we had passed for several day!", 
the hills being lower, the low grounds wider and 
better supplied with timber, which consists prin
cipally of cottonwood: the undergrowth willow on 
the banks and sand-bars, rose-bushes, red willow, 
and the broad-leafed willow in the low plains, while 
the high country on both sides is one extensive 
plain without wood, though the soil is a dark, rich, 
mellow loam. Our hunters killed a buffaloe, an 
elk, a goat, and two beaver, and also a bird of the 
plover kind. 

Thursday, 2. The wind continued high during 
the night, and at day-light it began to snow and 
did not stop till ten o'clock, when the ground was 
cov~red an inch deep, forming a striking contrast 
with the vegetation, which is now considerably ad-

VOL. I. 2 N 
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and its banks, which are from eight to ten feet high, 
and seldom if ever overflow, are composed of the 
same materials. From the quantity of water which 
this river contains, its direction, and the nature of 
the country,through which it passes, it is not im
probable that its sources may be near the main body 
of the Saskaskawan; and, as in high water it can 
be no doubt navigated to a considerable distance, 
it may be rendered the means of intercourse with 
the Athabasky country, from which the northwest 
company derive so many of their valuable furs. 

A quartcr of a mile beyond this river a creek falls 
in on the south, to which, on account of its distance 
from the mouth of the Missouri, we gave it the 
name of Two-thousand mile creek: it is a bold 
stream, with a bed thirty yards wide. Three miles 
and a half above Porcupine river, we reached some 
high timber on the north, and encamped just above 
an old channel of the river, which is now dry. We 
saw vast quantities of buffaloe, elk, deer, prin
cipally of the long-tailed kind, antelopes, beaver, 
geese, ducks, brant, and some swan. The porcu
pines too are numerous, and so c'areless and clumsy 
that we can approach very near without disturbing. 
them as they are feeding on the young willows; 
towards evening we also found, for the first time, 
the nest of a goose among some driftwood, all that 
we have hitherto seen being on the top of a broken 
tree on the forl{s, and invariably from fifteen to 
twenty feet or more in height. 

Saturday 4. We were detained till nine in order 
to repair the rudder of one of the boats, and when 
we set out the wind was a-head; at six and a half 
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sacrifice. At twelve o'clock, the usual hour, we 
halted for dinner. The low grounds on the river are 
much wider than common, sometimes extending 
from five to nine miles to the highlands, which are 
much lower than heretofore, not being more than 
fifty or sixty feet above the lower plain. Through 
all this valley traces of the ancient bed of the river 
are every where visible; and since the hills have 
become lower, the stratas of coal, burned earth amI 
pumicestone have, in a great measure, ceased, there 
being, in fact, none to.,.day. At the distance of 
fourtee.n miles we reached the mouth of a river 011 

the north, which, from the unusual number of por
cupines near it, we called Porcupine river. This is 
a bold and beautiful stream, one hundred and twelve 
yards wide, though the water is only forty yards at 
its entrance. Captain Clarke, who ascended it 
several miles, an~ passed it above where it enters 
the highlands, found it continued nearly of the same 
width and about knee-deep; and, as far as he could 
d~stinguish, for twenty miles from the hills its course 
was from a little to the east of north. There was 
much timber on the low grounds: he found some 
limestone also on the surface of the earth in the 
course of his walk, and saw a range of low moun
taius at a distance to the west of north, whose 
direction was northwest; the adjoining country 
being every where level, fertile, open, and exceed
ingly beautiful. The water of this river is transpa., 
rent, and is the only one that is so of all those that 
fall into the Missouri, before entering a large sand
bar through which it discharges itself, its low 
grQunds are form~d of a stiff blue and black clay~_ 
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interstices are covered with leaves, bark and straw, 
so as to form a conical figure about ten feet high, 
with a small aperture in one side for the door. It 
is, however, at best a very imperfect shelter against 
the inclemencies of the seasons. 

Sunday 5. We had a fine morning, and the wind 
being from the east, we used ou~ sails. At the dis
tance of five miles we came to a small island, and 
twelve miles farther encamped on the north, at the 
distance of seventeen miles. The country, like that 
of yesterday, is beautiful in the extreme. Among 
the vast quantities of game around us, we distin
guish a small species of goose, differing considerably 
from the common Canadian goose; its neck, head, 
a.nd beak being much thicker, larger, and stronger 
in proportion to its size, which is nearly a third 
smaller; the noise too resembling more that of the 
brant, or of a young goose that has not yet fully 
acquired its note; in other respects its colour, ha
bits, and the number of feathers in the tail, the two 
speciei correspond; this species also associates in 
flocks with the large geese, but we have not seen 
it pair off with them. The white brant is about the 
size of the common brown brant, or two thirds of 
the common goose, than which it is also six inches 
shorter from the extremity of the wings, though the 
beak, head and neck are larger and stronger; the 
body and wings are of a beautiful pure white, ex
cept the black feathers of the first and second joints 
of the wings; the beak and legs are of a reddish 
or flesh':"coloured white; the eye of a moderate size, 
the pupil of a deep seae-green, encircled with a ring 
of yellowish brown; the tail consists of sixteen fea"" 
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miles we passed a small creek in a deep bend on the 
south, with :.1 sand-island opposite to it, and then 
passing along an extensive plain, which gradually 
rises from the north side of the river, encamped at 
the distance o~ eighteen miles in a point of wood
land on the north: the river is this day wider than 
usual, and crowded with sand-bars on all sides; the 
country is level, fertile, and beautiful; the low 
grounds extensive. and contain a much greater 
portion of timber than is common: indeed all the 
forepart of the day the river was bordered with 
timber on both sides, a circumstance very rare 011 

the :Missouri, 2JJd t!~:;; first that has occurred ~ince 
we left the Mandans. There are, as usual, vast 
quantities oi game: ?l1tt extremely gentle; the male 
buffaloe particularly will scarcely give way to us. 
and as we approach will merely look at us for a 
moment, as something new, and then quietly resume 
their feeding. In the course of the day we passed 
some olel Indian hunting camps, one of which con
sisted of two large lodges fortified with a circular 
fence, twenty or thirty feet in diameter, and made 
of timber laid horizontally, the beams overlaying 
each other to the height of five feet, and covered 
with the trunks and limbs of trees that have drifted 
down the river: the lodges themselves are formed 
by three or more strong sticks, about the size of a 
man's leg or arm, and twelve feet long, which are 
attached at the top by a whith of small willows, 
and spreading out so as to form at the base a circle 
of ten or fourteen feet in diameter: against these 
are placed pieces of driftwood and fallen timber. 
usually in three ranges one 011 the other, and the 
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and thicker than the Atlantic wolf; their colour, 
which is not affected by the seasons, is of every 
variety of shade, from a grey or bIackish brown to 
a cream-coloured white. They do not burrow, nor 
do they bark, but howl; they frequent the woods 
and plains, ami skulk along the skirts of the buf
faloe herds, in order to attack the weary or wounded. 

Captain Clarke and one of the hunters met this 
evening the largest brown bear we have seen. As 
tbey fired he did not attempt to attack, but fled 
with a most tremendous roar; and snch was its ex
traordinary tenacity of life, that although he had 
nve balls passed through his lungs, and :five other 
:wounds, he swam more than half across the 'river to 
a sand-bar, and survived twenty minutes. He 
weighed between five and six ,hundred pounds at 
least, and measured eight feet seven inches and a 
haif from the nose to the extremity of the hind-feet, 
five feet ten inches and a half'round the breast,. 
three feet eleven inches round the neck, one foot, 
t'leven inches round the middle of the fore;-leg, and 
J1is talons, five on e<teh'foot, were four inches a11(l 
three ei~hths ill knQ'th. It differs from the common 
black bear in having' its talons much longer and 

more blunt; its tail shorter; its hair of a reddish 01' 

bay brown, longer, finer, and more abundant; his 
liver, lungii, and heart, much larger even in pro
portion to his size, the heart particularly being 
equal to that of a large ox ~ his maw ten times 
larger; his testicles pendant from the belly. and in 
!!eparate pouches four inches apart: besides fish and' 
flesh, he feeds 011 roots and every kind of wild; 
fruit. 
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thers equally long; the flesh is dark, and as well as 
its note, differs but little from those of the common 
brant, whom in form and habits it resembles, and 
with whom it sometimes unites in a common flock: 
the white brant also associate by themselves in large 
flocks, but as they do not seem to be mated Ot' 

paired off, it is doubtful whether they reside here 
during the summer for the purpose of rearing their 
young. 

The wolves are also very abundant, and are of 
two species. First, the small wolf or burrowing-dog 
of the prairies, which are found in:~lmost all the 
open plains: it is of an interm;,diate size between 
the fox and dog, very delicately formed, fleet and 
active; the ears are large, erec t, and pointed; the 
head long and pointed, like that of the fox; the tail 
long and bushy; the hair and fur of a pale reddish 
brown colour, though much coarser than that of 
the fox; the eye Of a deep sea-green colour, small 
and piercing; the talons rather longer than those 
of the wolf of the Atlantic States, which animal, as 
far as we can perceive, is not to be found on this 
side of the river Platte. These wolves usually asso
ciate in bands of ten or twelve, and are rarely if 
ever seen alone, not being able singly to attack a 
deer or antelope. They live and rear their young 
in burrows, which they fix near some pass or spot 
much frequented by game, and sally out in a body 
against any animal which they think they can over
power, but on the slightest alarm retire to their 
burrows, making a noise exactly like that of a 
small dog. 

The second species is lowerl shorter in the Jeg~, 
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which are probably between this place and the 
mountains; that the country being nearly of the 
same kind, and of the same latitude, the rains 
of spring melting the snows about the same time, 
conspire with them to throw at once vast quantities 
ef water down these channels, wllich are then lefi 
dry during the summer, autumn and winter, when 
tbiere is very little rain. 'Ve had to-day a slight 
sprinkling, but it lasted a very short time. The 
game is in such plenty that it has become a mere 
amusement to supply the party with provi~ions. 'We 
made twenty-fi ve miles to a clump of trees on the 
Horth, where we passed the night. 

Tuesday 7. The morning was pleasant and we 
proceeded at all early hour. There is much drift
wood floating, and, what is contrary to our expc6 4 

tatioll, although the river is rising, the water is 
somewhat clearer than usual. At eleven o'clock the 
wind became so high that olle of the boats was nearly 
sunk, and we were obliged to stop till one, when 
we proceeded on, and encamped on the south, abov.e 
a large sand-har projecting from the north) having 
made fifteen miles. On the north side of the riv.er 
are the most beantiful plains we have yet seen.; they 
:rise gradually from the low grounds on the wateli 
io the height of fifty or sixty feet, aRd then' ettend 
in an unbroken level as far as the eye can reach: 
the hills Oil the south are more broken and higher; 
though at some distance back the country becomes 
level and fertile. There are no more appearances of 
burned earth, coal, or pumicestone, though that of 
salt still continues, and the vegetation seems to have 
advanced but little since the 28th of last mouth. 
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: The antelope are now lean and with young, so 
that they may readily be caught at this season, as 
they cross the river from S. W. to N, E. 

Monday 6. The morning being fair. and the wind 
favourable, we set sail, amI proceeded on very well 
the greater part of the day, The country continues 
level, rich, and beautiful; the low grounds wide, 
and comparatively with the other parts of the Mis
souri, well supplied with wood, The appearances 
of coal, pumicestone, and burned earth have ceased, 
though the salts of tartar or vegetable salts continue 
on. the banks and sand'-bars, and sometimes in the 
little ravines at the base of the hills. We passett 
three streams on the south; the first at the distance 
of one mile and a half from our camp, was about 
twenty-five yards wide, but although it containe{l 
some water in standing pools, it discharges none; 
this we called Littledry creek, about eight miles 
beyond which is"Bigdry creek, about fifty yards 
wide, without any water; the third is six miles fur-
ther, and has the bed of a large ri ver two hundred 
yards wide, yet without a drop of water: like the 
other two, this stream, which we called Bigdry river, 
continues its width undiminished as far as we can 
discern. The banks are low, the channel formed of 
a fine brown sand, intermixed with a small propor
tion of little pebbles of various colours, and the 
country around flat and without trees. They had 
recently d.ischarged their waters, and from theil
appearance, and the nature of the country through 
which they pass, we concluded that they rose in 
the Black mountains, or in the level low plains, 

TOL. I. ~. 0 
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,;uch as might be' produced by a table-spoon full of 
milk in a dish of tea, and this circumstance induced 
us to call it Milk river. In the evening we had 
made twenty-seven miles, and encamped on the 
south. The country on that side consists in general 
of high broken hills, with much grey, black and 
brown granite scattered over the surface of the 
ground. At a little distance from the river there is 

, no timber on either side, the wood being confined 
as below to the margin of the river; so that unless 
the contrary is particularly mentioned, it is always 
understood that the upland is perfectly naked, and 
that we consider the low grounds well timbered if 
even a fifth be covered with wood. The wild 
liquorice is found in great abundance on these hills, 
as is also the white apple. As usual we are sur
rounded by buffaloe, elk, common and black-tailed 
deer, beaver, antelopes and wolves. We observed 
a place where an Indian had recently taken the 
hair off an antelope's skin. and some of the party 
thought they distinguished imperfectly some smoke 
and Indian lodges up Milk river, marks which we 
are by no means desirous of realizing, as the Indians 
are probably Assiniboins, and might be very trou .. 
blesome. 

Thursday 9. We again had a favourable wind and 
sailed along very well. Between four and five miles 
we passed a large island in a deep bend to the north, 
and a large sand-bar at the upper point. At fifteen 
and a quarter miles we reached the bed of a most 
extraordinary river. which presents itself on the 
south: though as wide as the Missouri itself, that 
is, about half a mile, it does not discharge a drop 
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The game is as abundant as usual. 'The bald-eagles, 

of whom we see great numbers, prohably feed 011 

the carcases of dead animals~ for on the whole 1\1:is
souri we have seen neither the hlue-crested fisher. 
110r the fishing-hawks, to supply them with their 
favourite food; and the water of the river is so 
turbid, that no bird which feeds exclusively on fish 
can procure a subsistence. 

Wednesday 8. A light breeze from the east car,.. .. 

ried us sixteen miles, till we halted for dinner at 
the entrance of a river on the north. Captain Clarke, 
who had walked QIl the south, oq ascending a high 
point opposite to its entrance, discovered a level 
and beautiful country which it watered; that its 
course for twelve or fifteen miles was northwest, 
when it divided into two nearly equal brallches~ 
one pursuing a direction nearly north, the other to 
the west of northwest: its width at the entrance is 
one hundred and fifty yards, and on going three 
miles up, captain Lewis found it to be of the same 
breadth, and sometimes more; it is deep, gen~le, 
amI has a large quantity of water; its bed is prin
cipally of mud, the banks abrupt, about twelve 
feeUn height, and formed of a dark rich loam and 
blue c1~y; the low grQunds near it are wide and 

fertile,~l1d IN~ess a considerahle proportion of cot
tonwood and willow. It seems to be navigahle for 

~oats and camees, and from th~s circumstance joinecl 
to its course and the quantity of water, which illlli

ca.tes that it passes thro,ugh a large extent of country. 
we are led to pl'esu~e that it may approach the 
Saskaskawan, and afford a communication with 

that riveI'. The wa,er has a peculiar whitenesslI 
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moved, although the trees were in large quantities, 
a:lll some of them as thick as the body of a man. 
At the distance of twenty-four miles we encamped. 
after making twenty-five am!, a half miles, at the 
entrance of a small creek in a bend on the north, 
to which we gave the name oC\'Ferner's creek, after 
one of our men. 

For several days past the river has been as wide 
as it generally is near its mouth, but as it is much 
.hallower, crowded with sand-bars, and the colour 
of the water has becpme much clearer, we do not 
yet despair of reach~l1g the Rock mouutains, for 
which we are very anxious. 

Friday 10. We had not proceeded more than four 
and a quarter miles, when ~he violence of the wind 
forced us to halt for the day u~der spme timber in 
a bend on the south side l The wind continued high, 
the clouds thick and black, and we had a slight 
sprinkling of rain several times in the fourse of the 
day. Shortly after our landing a dog came to us, 
amI as this induced us to believe that we are near 
the hunting-grounds of the Assiniboins, who are a 
vicious ill-disposed people, it was necessary to be on 
our guard: we therefore inspected our arms, which 
we'found in good order, and sellt several hunters to 
scour the country, but they returned ~n the even
ing, having seen no tents nor any recent tracks of 
Indians. Biles a.ud imposthllmes aJie very common 
among the party, aUlI sore eyes continue in a greater 
or less degree with ,all of us; for the impoethumes 
we use emollient poultices, and apply to the eyes a 
solution of two grains of white vitriol, and ODe of 
sugar of lead, with one ounce of water. 
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of water, and contains nothing but a few standing 
pools. On ascending it three miles we found an 
eminence from which we saw the direction of the 
channel, first south for ten or twelve miles, then 
turning to the east of southeast as far as we could 
see: it passes through a wide valley without timber, 
and the surrounding country consists of waving low 
hills, interspersed with some handsome level plains; 
the banks are abrupt, and consist of a black or 
yellow clay, or of a rich sandy loam; but though 
they do not rise more than six or eight feet above 
the bed, they exhibit no appearance of being over.., 
flowed: the bed is entirely composed of a light 
brown sand, the pa~ticles of which, like those of the 
Missouri, are extremely fine. Like the dry rivers 
we passed before, this seemed to have discharge(l 
its waters recently, but the water-mark indicated 
that. its greatest depth had not been more than two 
feet: this stream, if it deserve the name, we called 
Bigdry river. About a mile below is a large creek 
on the same side, which is also perfectly dry: the 
mineral salts and quartz are in large quantities near 
this neighbourhood. The sand of the Missouri from 
its mouth to this place has been mixed with a sub
stance which we had presumed to be a granulated 
talk, but which is most probably this quartz. The 
game is now in great quantities, particularly the 
elk and buffaloe, which last is so gentle, that the 
men are obliged to drive them out of the way with 
sticks and stones. The ravagrs of the beaver are 
very apparent: in one place the timber was entirely 
prostrated for a space of three acres in front on the 
l'~ver, and one,in depth, and great part of it te ... 
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red cedar, but the leaf is finer and more delicate. 
The tops of the hills, where these plants grow, have 
a soil quite different from that just described; the 
basis of it is usually yellow or white clay, and the 
general appearance light coloured) sandy, and bar
ren, some scattering tufts of sedge being almost its 
only herbage. About five in the afternoon one of 
our men, who had been afflicted with biles, and suf
fered to walk on shore, came running to the boats 
with loud cries, and every symptom of terror and 
distress: for some time after we had taken him on 
board, he was so much out of breath as to be unable 
to describe the cause of his anxiety; but he at length 
told us, that about a mile and a half below he had 
shot a brown bear, which immediately turned amI 
was in close pursuit of him; but the bear being 
badly wounded could not overtake him. Captain 
Lewis with seven men immediately went in search 
of him, and having found his track, followed him 
by the blood for a mile, and found him concealed 
ill some thick brush-wood, and shot him with two 
balls through the skull. Though somewhat smaller 
than that killed a few days ago, he was a monstrous 
animal and a most terrible enemy: our man hall 
shot him through the centre of the lungs, yet he 
had pursued him furiously for half a mile, then re
turned more than twice that distance, and with his 
talons had prepared himself a bed in the earth two 
feet deep and five feet long, and was perfectly alive 
when they found him, which was at least two hOUT!! 

after he received the wound. The wonderful power 
of life which these animals possess, renders them 
dreadful: their very track in the mud or sand, whi.:b 
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Saturday 11. The wind blew very hard in the 
night, but having abated this morning we went on 
very well, till in the afternoon the wind arose and 
reta.rded our progress; the current too was strong, 
the river very crooked. and the ba.nks, as usual, 
constantly precipitating themselves in large masses 
into the water. The highlalHls are broken, and ap
proach nearer the river than they do below. The 
floil, however, of both hills and low gronnds appears 
as fertile as that further down the river: it consists 
of a black looking loam with a sman portion of 
sand, which cover the hills and bluffs to the depth 
of twenty or thirty feet, and when thrown in the 
water dissolves as readily as loaf-sugar, and effer
vesces like marl. There are also great appearances 
of quartz amI. mineral salts: the first is most com
monly seen in tll e faces of the bluffs; the second is 
found Oil the hills as well as the low grounds, ami 
in the gullies which come down from the hills; it 
lies in a crust of two or three inches in depth, and 

. may be swept up with a feather in large quantities. 
There is no longer any appearance of coal, burned 
earth, or pumicestone. We saw and visited some· 
high hills on the north side, about three miles frorit 
the river, whose tops were covered with the pitcil:
pine: this is the first pine we have seen on the Mis
souri, and it is like that of Virginia, except that 
the leaves are somewhat longer: among this pine 
is also a dwarf cedar, sometimes between three or 
four feet high, but generally spreading itself like a 
vine along the surface of the earth, which it coverS' 
very closely, putting out roots from the under side. 
The fruit and smell resemble those of the commoo 
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some cedar 011 the sides of the hills and in the littfe 
ravines. The chokecherry, the wild hysop, sage; 
fleshy-lea vetI thorn, and particularly the aromatic 
herb, on which the antelope and hare feed, are to 
be found on the plains and hills. The soil of the 
hills has now, altered its texture considerably; their 
bases, like that of the river plains, is, as usual, a 
rich black loam, while from the middle to the sum
mits they are composed of a light brown-coloured 
earth, poor and sterile, and intermixed with a coarse 
white saud 

]V[ouday 13. The wind was so strong that we 
couIcl not proceed till about one o'cloel" when we 
had to encounter a current rather stronger than 
usual. In the course of a mile and a half we passed 
two small creeks 011 the south, one of eighteen, the 
other of thirty yards width, but neither of them 
containing any water; and encamped on the south 
at a poillt of woodland, having made only seven 
miles. The country is much the same as yesterday, 
with little timber in the low grounds, and a small 
quantity of pine and cedar on the northern hills. 
The river, however, continues to grow clearer, and 
this as well a8 the increased rapidity induces us to 
hope for some change of country. The.game is, ai 

usual, so abundant, that we can get without diffi
culty all that is necessary. 

Tuesday 14. There was some fog on the river 
this morning, which is a very rare occurrence. At 
the distance of a mile and a half we reached all 
island in a bend on the north. to which we gave the 
name of Gibson's creek. At seven and a half miles 
b a poiut of rocks on the south, above a creek on 
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we have sometimes found eleven inches long and 
~ev-en and a quarter wide, exclusive of the talons; 
is alarming; and we had rather encounter two In~ 
dians than meet a single brown bear. There is no 
chance of killing them by a single shot unless the 
ball goes through the brains, and this is very diffi
cult on account of two large muscles which cover 
the side of the forehead, and the sharp projection of 
the centre of the frontal bone, which is also thick. 
Our encampment was on the south, at the distance 
of sixteen miles from that of last night. The fleece 
and skin of the bear were a heavy burden for two 
men, al1d the oil amounted to eight gallons. 

Sumlay 12. The weather being clear and calm. 
we set out early. Within a mile we came to a small 
~reek, about twenty yards wide, emptying itself on 
the south. At eleven and three quarter miles we 
)leached a point of woodland on the south, opposite 
to which is a creek of the same width as the last, 
hut with little water, which we called Pine creek. 
At eighteen and three quarter miles we came to on 
the south, opposite to the lower point of a willow 
island, situated in a deep bend of the river to the 
southeast: here we remained during the day, the 
wind having risen at twelve so high that we coultl 
not proceed: it continued to blow violently aU 
night, with occasional sprinklings of rain from SUll

set till midnight. On both sides of the ri yer the 
country is rough and broken, the low grounds be
coming narrower: the tops of the hills on the nortIi 
exhibit some scattered pine and cedar; on the south 
the pine has not yet· commenced" though there i. 

YO-t.-I. 2 P 
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within a few feet of the hindmost, when one of tIle 
hunters on shore shot him in the head, and finally 
killed him. They dragged him to the shore, and 
found that eight balls had passed through him ill 
different directions. The bear was old, and the meat 
tough, so that they took the skin only, and rejoined 
us at camp, where we had been as much terrified 
by an accident of a different kind. This was the 
narrow escape of one of our canoes containing aU 
our papers, instruments, medicine, and almost every 
article indispensible for the success of our enter
prise. The canoe being under sail, a sudden squall 
of wind struck her obliquely and turned her COll

siderably. The man at the helm, who was unluckily 
the worst steersman of the party, became alarmed, 
and instead of putting her before the wind luffed 
her up into it. The wind was so high that it forced 
the brape of the square-sail out of the hand of the 
man who was attending it, and instantly upset the 
ranoe, which would have been turned bottom up
wards but for the resistance made by the awning. 
~uch was the confusion on board, and the waves 
ran so high, that it was half a minute before slle 
righted, and then nearly full of water, but by 
baling out she was kept from sinking until they 
rowed ashore: besides the loss of the lives of three 
men, who, not being able to swim, would probably 
have perished, we should have been deprived of 
nearly every thing necessary for our purposes, at a 
distance of between two and three thousand miles 
from anyplace wherewe could supply the deficiency. 

Wednesday 15. As soon as a slight shower of rain 
hac! passed, we spread out the ~n~i~les to (Jry; but 
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the same side, which we called Stick lodge creek: 
five miles further is a large creek on the south, 
which, like the two others, has no running water; 
and at sixteen and a half miles a timbered point on 
the north, where we encamped for the night. 'fhe 
country is like that of yesterday, except that the 
low grounds are wider: there are also many high 
black bluffs along the banks: the game too is in 
great abundance. Towards evening the men in the 
hindmost canoes discovered a large brown bear 
lying in the open grounds, about three hundred 
paces from the river: six of them, all good hunters, 
immediately went to attack him, and concealing 
themselve~ by a small eminence, came unperct"ived 
within forty paces of him: four of the hunters now 
fired, and each lodged a ball in his body, two of 
them directly through the lungs. The furious ani
mal sprung up and ran open-mouthed upon ~hem: 
as he came near, the two hunters, who had reserved 
their tire, gave him two wounds, one of which 
breaking his shoulder, retarded his motion for a 
moment; but before they could reload he was so 
near that they were obliged to ru!} to the river, and 
before they reached it he had almost overtaken 
them: two jumped into the canoe; the other four 
l!Ieparatecl, and concealing themselves in the willows, 
fired as fast as each could reload. They struck him 
several times, but instead of weakening the monster, 
each sho* seemed only to direct him towarclsthe 
hunter, till at last he pursued two of them so closely, 
that they threw aside their guns all,d pouches, and 
jumped down a perpendicular bank of twenty feet 
into the river; the bear sprang a.fter them, and wa$ 
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creek, from our seeing that animal near it. AL
though no timber can be observed 011 it from the 
:!\1j!;souri, it throws out large quantities of drift 
wood, among which were some piecesof coal brought 
down by the stream. We continued on one mile 
and a quarter, and encamped on the south, after 
making twenty aud a half miles. The country, in 
general, is rugged, the hills high, with their sum
mits and sides partially covered with pine and ce
-dar, and their bases on both sides washed by the 
river ~ like those already mentioned, the lower part 
of these hills is a dark rich loam, while the upper 
region, for one hundred and fifty feet, consists of 
a whitish brown sand, so hard as in many places to 
resemble stone, though in fact very little stone or 
rock of any kind is to be seen on the hills. The bed 
_of the Missouri is much narrower than usual. being 
not more than between two and three hundred yards 
in width, with :'10 uncommonly large proportion of 
gravel; but the sand-bars, and low points covered 
~ith willows, have almost entirely disappeared: 
the timber on the river consists of scarcely any 
thing more than a few scattered cotton-wood trees. 
The saline incrustations, along the banks and the 
foot of the hills, are more abundant than usual. The 
game is in great quantities, but the buffaloe are 
not so numerous as they were some days ago: two 
rattlesnakes were seen to-day, and one of them 
killed: it resembles those of the middle Atlantic 
states, being about two feet six inches long, of a 
yellowish brown on the back amI sides~ variegated 
with a row of oval dark brown spots lying trans
versely on the back from the neck to the tail, an(1 
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the weather was so damp and cloudy, that they 
derived little benefit from exposure. Our hunters 
procured us deer, buffaloe, and beaver. 

Thursday 16. The morning was fair, and we were 
ellabled to dry and repack our stores: the loss we 
sustained is chiefly in the medicines, many articles 
of which are completely spoiled, and others consi~ 
defably injured. At four o'clock we embarked, and 
after making seven miles, encamped on the north 
near some wood: the country on both sides is broken, 
the low grounds narro,ver and with less timber,
though there are some scattered pine and cedar on 
the steep declivities of the hills, which are now 
higher than usual. A white bear tore the coat of 
one of the men which he had left on shore; and two 
of the party wQunded. a large panther, who was 
feasting on a deer. We caught some lean antelopes 
as they were swimming the river, and killed two 
buffaloe. 

Friday 17. 'Ve set 'out early and proceeded on 
very well; the banks being firm, and the shore 
bold, we were enabled to use the towline, which, 
whenever the banks will permit it, is the safest amI 
most expeditious mode of ascending the river, ex
cept under a sail with a steady breeze. At the dis
tance of ten and a half miles we came to the mouth 
of a small creek on the south, below which the hills 
approach the river, and continue near it during the 
day; three miles further is a large creek on the 
north, and again, six and three quarter miles be
yond it, another large creek to the south, which 
contain a small quantity of running water of a 
brackish taste. The last we called Rattlesnalie 
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extensive open country. About eight o'clock the 
fog dispersed, and we proceeded with the sid of 
the towline: the island, near which we were en
camped, was three quarters of a mile in length. 
The country resembles that of yesterday, high hills 
closely bordering the river. In the afternoon the 
river became croo]{ed, and contained more sawyers' 
or floating timber than we have seed iii the same' 
space siilceleaving the Platte. Our game consisted 
of deer, beaver, and elk: we alsd killed a brown 
bear, who, although shot thtough the heart, ran 
at his usual pace neatly a quarter of a mile before 
he fell. At twenty-one miles is a willow island half 
a mile in length, on the north side, a quarter of a 
mile beyond which is a shoal of rapid water under 
a bluff: the water continued very strong for some 
distance beyond it. At half a mile we came to a 
!land-bar on the north, from which to our place or 
encampment was another half mile, making in all 
twenty-two and a quarter miles. The saline sub
stances which we have mentioned continued to ap'" 
pear; and the men are much aillicted with sore 
eyes and imposthumes. 

l\-Ionday 20. As usual we set out early. and the 
banks being convenient for that purpose. we used, 
the towline: the river is narrow and crooked. the 
water rapid, and the country much like that of 
yesterday. At the distance of two amI a quartet 
miles we passed a large creek with but little water, 
to which we gave the name of Biowingfly creek. 
from the quantity of those insects found in its neigh
bourhood. They are extremely troublesome, infest
ing' our meat whilst cooking. and at our meith'. 
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two other rows of circular spots of the same colour 
on the sides along the edge of the scuta: there are 
one hundred and seventy-six scuta on the belly, 
and seventeen on the tail. Captain Clarke saw ill 
his excursions, a fortified Indian camp, which ap
peared to have been recently occupied, and was, 
we presumed, made by a party of Minnetarees, 
who went to war last March. 

Late at night we were roused by the sergeant of 
the guard, in consequence of a fire which had 
communicated to a tree overhanging our camp. 
The wind was so high, that we had not removed 
the camp more than a few minutes, when a large 
part of the tree fell precisely on the spot it had 
~ccupied, and would have crushed us if we had 
not been alarmed in time. 

Saturday 18. ,The wind continued high from the 
west, but by means of the towline we were able to 

make nineteen miles, the Band-bars being now few 
ill number, the ri ver narrow, and the current gen
tIe; the willow has in a great measure disappeared, 
and even the cottonwood, almost the only timber 
remaining, is growing scarce. At twelve and three 
quarter miles we came to a creek on the north, 
which was perfectly dry. We encamped on til, 
isouth, opposite the lower point of an island. 

Sunday 19. The last night was disagreeably 
cold; and in the morning there was a very heavy 
fog, which obscured the river 80 much as to pre
vent our seeing the way. This is the first fog of 
.any degree of thickness which we have expe~ 
rienced: there was also last evening a fall of dew, 
'the second which we have seen since entering thii 
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tile plains and meadows. We have reason, however, 
to believe, from their giving a similar account of 
the timber where we now are, that'the-timber, of 
which they speak, is similar to that which we' have 
seen for a few days past, which consis~s of nothing 
more than a few straggling small pille and dwarf 
cedar on the summits of the hills, nine-tenths of the 
ground being totally destitute o~ wood, and covered 
with a short grass, aromatic herbs, and an immense 
quantity of prickly pears: though the party, who 
explored it for eight miles, represented the low 
grounds on the river as well supplied with cotton
wood of a tolerable size, and of an excellent soil. 
They also reported that the country is broken and 
irregular, like that near our camp; that about five 
miles up, a handsome river, about fifty yards wide, 
which we named after Chaboneau's wife, Sahta
jahweah, or Bird-woman's river, discharges itself 
ihto the 1V[ uscleshell on the north or upper side. 
Another party found, at the foot of the southern 
hills, about four miles from the Missouri, a fine 
bold spring, which in this country is so rar:~, that 
since we left the :l\landans we have found only ona 
of a similar kind, and that was under the bluffs on 
the south side of the Missou'ri, at some distance from 
it, and about five miles below the Yellowstone: 
with this exception all the small foulltains,of which 
we have met a number, are impregnated with the 
salts which are so abundant here, and with which 
the :Missouri is itself most probably tainted, though 
to us, who have been so much accustomed to it, the 
taste is not perceptible. Among the game to-day 
we observed two large owls, with remarkably IOllg 
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After making seven miles, we reached by eleven 
o'clock the mouth of a large river on the south, 
and encamped for the day at the upper point of its 
juncti?n with the Missouri. This stream, which we 
suppose to be that called by the Minnetarees the 
MusclesheU river, empties into the :Missouri two 
thousand two hundred and seventy miles above the 
mouth of the latter river, and in latitude 47° 0' 24" 
north. It is one hundred and 'ten yards wide, and 
contains more water than streams of that size usually 
do in this country; its current is by no means rapid, 
and there is every appearance of its being suscep
tible of navigation by canoes for a considerable dis
tance: its bed is chiefly formed of coarse sand and 
gravel, with an occasional mixture of black mud; 
the banks abrupt, and nearly twelve feet high, so 
that they are secure from being overflowed: the 
water is of a greenish yellowish cast, and much 
more transparent than that of the MisSQuri, which, 
thoug!). clearer than helow, still retains its whitish 
hpe, and a portion of its sediment. Opposite to the 
point of junctioij the current of the Missouri is 
gentle, and two hundred and twenty-two yards in 
width, the bed principally of mud, (the little s(lnd 
remaining being wholly confined to the points,) and 
still too deep to use the setting-pole. If this be, as 
we suppose, the Musc1eshell, our Indian informa
tion is, that it rises in the first chain of the Rocky 
mountains, not far from the sources pf the Yellow-:
stone, whence, in its course to this place, it waters 
~ high broken country well' timbered, particularly 
Qn its borders; and ip.terspersed with handsome fer-

,'OL. I. " 2 ~ 
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retire from the river to the plains during this season. 
The wind had been moderate during the fore part 

of the day, but continued to rise towards evening, 
and about dark veered to northwest, and blew a 
storm all night. We had encamped in a bar on the 
north, opposite the lower point of an island, which 
from this circumstance we called Windy island; 
but we were so annoyed by clouds of dust and sand, 
that we could neither eat nor sleep, and were forced 
to remove our camp, at eight o'clock, to the foot of 
an adjoining hill, which shielded us in some degree 
from the wind: we procured elk, deer and buff aloe. 

"\Vednesday 22. The wind blew so violently, that 
it was deemed prudent to wait till it had abated, 
so that we di(l not leave the camp till ten o'clock, 
when we proceeded principally by the towline. We 
passed Windy island, which is three quarters of a 
mile in length; and five and a half miles above it, 
a large island in a bend to the north: three miles 
beyond this we came to the entrance of a creek, 
twenty yards wide, though with little water, which 
we called Grouse creek, from observing near itl 
mouth a quantity of the prairie hen with pointed 
tails, the first we have seen in such numbers for 
Ileveral days: the low grounds are somewhat wider· 
than usual, and apparently fertile, though the short 
and scanty grass on the hills does not indicate 
much richness of soil. The country around is not so 
broken as that of yesterday, but is still waving, 
the sou them hills possessing more pine than usual, 
.and some appearing on the northern hills, which 
are accompanied by the usual salt and mineral 
~ ppearances. 



UP THE MISSOURI. 

feathers, resembling ears, on the sides of the head. 
wh~ch we presume are the hooting-owls, though 
t.hey are larger, and their colours are brighter than 
those common in the United States. 

Tuesday 21. The morning being very fine, we 
were able to employ the rope, and made twenty miles 
,to our camp on the north. The shores of the river 
are 'abrupt, bold, and composed of a black ami 
yellow clay, the bars being formed of black mud, 
and a .small proportion of fine sand, the current 
strong. In its course the Missouri makes a sudden 
,and extensive bend towards the south, to receive 
the waters of the Muscleshell. The neck oflann, 
thus formed, though itself high, is lower than the 
surrounding country; and makes a waving valley, 
extending for a great distanee to the northward, 
with a fine fertile soil, which, though without wood, 
.produces a fine turf of low grass, some herbs, and 
vailt quantities of prickly pear. The country on the 
.south is high, broken, and crownell with some pine 
aud dwarf cedar; the leaf of this pine is longer than 
that of the common pitch or red pine of Virginia, 
the cone is longer and narrower, the imbrications 
wider and thicker, and the whole frequently covered 
with rosin. During the whole day the bends of the 
.river are short and sudden; and the points covered 
with some cotton-wood, large or broa(l-leaved 
willow, and a small quantity of redwood; the under
.growth consisting of wild roses, and the bushes of 
the small.honeysuckle. 

The mineral appearances on the river are as 
usual. We do not find the grouse or prairie hen so 
abulldani as below I and think it probable that they 
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creek on the north, which we named Teapot creek; 
it is fifteen yards wide, and although it has running 
water at a small distance from its mouth, yet it 
discharges none into the :Missouri, resembling, we 
believe, ,most of ,the creeks of this ,hilly country, 
the ,waters of which are absorbed by the tl,1irsty 
soil near the river. They il;ldeed affQrd but little 
water in any part;; 3!lld even that is so st;rQllgly 
tainted with salts, tba,t it is unfit for ,use, th~1.1gh 

all the wilt! animals are very fond of it. On expe
rimeut it was found ~to be moderately purgat.~v.e, 
but Fa~nful to the intestines in its operation. This 
creek se~ms to _come from a range of low hills, 
which ~un from east to west for seventy miles, and 
ha:ve their eastern extremity thirty IUiles to the 
north of Teapot creek. Just above its entrance is a 
large assemblage of the burrowing squirrels, on the 
north side of the river. At nine miles we reached 
the upper part of an island in a bend on the south, 
and opposite the centre of the island, a small dry 
creek on the north. Half a mile further, a small 
creek falls ill on the same side; and six and a half 
miles beyond this, another on the south. At four 
and a half miles we passed a small island in a deep 
bend to the north; and on the same side, in a deep 
northeastern bend of the river, another small island. 
None of these creeks, however, possessed any water, 
and at the entrances of the islands, the two first are 
covered with tall cottonwood timber, and the last 
with willows only. The river has become mor)! 
rapid, the cOllntry the same as yesterday, except 
that there is rather more rocks on the face of the 
hills, and some small spruce pille appears among 
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The river continues about two hundred a.nd fifty 
yards wide, with fewer sand -bars, and the current 
more gentle and regular. Game is no longer in such 
abundance, since leaving the MusclesheU. We 
have caught very few fish on this side of the Man
dans, and these were the white catfish of two to 
five pounds. We killed a deer and a bear: we 
have not seen in this quarter the black bear, com
mon in the United States, and on the lower pa.rts 
of the Missouri, nor have we discerned any of their 
tracks, which may easily be distinguished by the 
shortness of its talons from the brown. grizzly, or 
white bear, all of which seem to be of the same 
family, which assumes those colours at. different 
seasons of the year. We halted earlier than usual, 
and encamped on the north, in a point of WOOdil. 

at the distance of sixteen and a half miles. 

CHAPTER IX. 

The party continue their route-description of' Judith river-Indian m",Ye or 
taking the buffaloe-Slaughter ri .. er described-phenomena of "ature-of 
walls on the banks of tbe Missouri-the party encamp 011 tbe banks of tbe 
river, to ascertain which of the st~eams coru;titute the Missouri-captaim 
I.ewis leaves the party to eK[llore tbe nartbem fork. and captain Clark. 
explores the Qouthern-the surrounding country described in (be lOuie of 
c~ptain Lewis-narrow escape of one of his party. 

Thursday 23. LAST night the frost was' severe. 
and this morning the ice appeared along the edge. 
of the river, and the water froze on our oars. At 
the distance of a mile we passed the entrance of a 
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without thinking himself by any means half way 
to the monntains, they do n~t from the river appear 
more than fifteen miles distant: this stream we 
called Northmountain creek. Two and a half miles 
higber is a creek on the south, which is fifteen yards 
wide, but without any water, and to whkh we 
gave the name of Littledog creek, from a village 
of burrowing squirrels opposite to its entrance; that 
being the name given by the French watermen to 
those animals. Three miles from this a small creek 
enters on the north; five beyond which is an island 
a quarter of a mile in length, and two miles further 
a small river: this falls in on the south, is forty 
yards wiele, and discharges a bandsome stream of 
water; its bed rocky, wlth gravel and sand, and 
the banks high: we called it Southmountain creek, 
as from its direction it seemed to rise in a range of 
mountains about fifty or sixty miles to the S. W. 
of its entrance. The low grounds are narrow, and 
without timber; the country high and broken; a 
large portion of black rock, and brown sandy rock, 
appears in the face of the hills, the tops of which are 
covered with scattered pine, spruce and dwarf 
cedar; the soil is generally poor, sandy near the 
tops of the hills, and no where producing much 
~rass, the low grounds being covered with little 
else than the hysop, or southern wood, and the 
pulpy-leafed thorn. Game is more scarce, parti.,. 
cularly beaver, of wl1ich we have seen but few fOf 

several days, and the abundance or sca.rcity of 
which seems to depend P11 the greater or less quan~ 
tity of timber. At twenty-four and a half miles Wi 

reached a point of woodla,nd on the south, when~ 
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the pitch. The wild roses are very abundant, and 
now in bloom; they differ from those of the United 
States only in having the leaves amI the bush itself 
of a somewhat smaller size. We find the moschetoes 
ttoublesome, notwithstanding the coolness of the 
morning. The buffaloe is scarce to-day, but the 
elk, deer and antelope, are very numerous. The 
geese begin to lose the feathers of the wings, and 
are unable to fly. We saw five bears, one of which 
we wounded, but in swimming from us across the 
river he became entangled in some driftwood and 
sanK. We formed our camp on the north, opposite 
to a hill and a point of wood in a bend to the south. 
having made twenty-seven miles. 

Friday 24. The water in the kettles froze one
eighth of an inch during the night; the ice appears 
along the margin of the river, and the cottonwood 
trees, which have lost nearly all their leaves by the 
frost, are putting forth other buds. We proceeded 
with the line principally till about nine o'clock, 
when a fine breeze sprung up from the S. Eo, and 
enabled us to sail very well, notwithstanding the 
rapidity of the current. At one mile and a half is a. 
large creek, thirty yards wide, and containinO" 

• b 

some water, which it empties on the north side, 
over a gravelly bed, intermixed with some stone. 
A man, who was sent up to explore the country, 
returned in the evening, after having gone ten 
miles directly towards the ridge of mountains to 
the north, which is the source of this as well as of 
Teapot creek. The air of these highlands is so 
pure. that objects appear much nearer than they 
really are I so that although our man went ten miles 
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a small island in a deep bend on the south, and on 
the same side a creek twenty yards wide, but with 
no running water. About a mile further is an 
island between two and three miles in length, se
parated from the northern shore by a narrow chan
nel, in which is a sand island, at the distance of 
half a mile from its lower extremity. To this large 
island we gave the name of Teapot island; two 
miles above which is an island a mile long, and 
situated on the south. At three and a half miles is 
another small island, and one mile beyond it a se
cond, three quarters of a mile in length, on the 
north side. In the middle of the river, two miles 
above this, is an island with no timber, and of the 
same extent as this last. The country on each side 
is high, broken and rocky; the rock being either a 
soft brown sandstone, covered with a thin stratum 
of limestone, or else a hard black rugged granite, 
both usually in horizontal stratas, and the sandrock 
overlaying the other. Salts and quartz, as well as 
some coal and pumicestone still appear. The bars 
of the river are composed principally of gravel; the 
river low grounds are narrow, and afford scarcely 
any timber; nor is there much pine on the hills. 
The buffaloe have now become scarce: we saw a 
pole-cat this evening, which was the first for several 
days. In the course of the day we also saw several 
heros of the big-horned animals among the steep 
cliffs on the north, and killed several of them. At 
the distance of eighteen miles we encamped on the 
south, and the next morning, 

Sunday 26, proceeded on at an early hour by 
means of the towline, using our oars merely in pas-
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we observed that the trees had no leaves, and en
camped for the night. The high country, through 
wh,ich we have passed for some days, and where we 
now are, we suppose to be a continuation of what 
the French trader-s called the Cote Noire, or Black 
hills. The country thus denominated consists of 
high, broken, irregular hills, and short chains of 
moantains,sometimes one hundred and twenty miles 
in width. sometimes narrower, but always much 
higher than the country on either side. They com
mence about the head of the Kanzas, where they 
diverge; the first ridge going westward, along the 
northern shore of the Arkansaw; the second ap
proaches the Rock mountains obliquely, in a course 
a little to the W. of N. W.: and after passing the 
Platte above its forks, and intersecting the Yellow
stone near the Bigbend, crosses the Missouri at this 
place, and probably swell the country as far as the 
Saskasaawan, though, as they are represented much 
smaller here than to the south, they may not reach 
that river. 

Saturday 25. Two canoes, which were left behind 
yesterday to bring on the game, did not join us till 
eight o'clock this Illorning, when we set out with 
the towline, the use of which the banks permitted. 
The wind was, however, ahead, the current strong, 
particularly round the points against which it hap
pened to set, and the gullies from the hills having 
brought down quantities of stone, these projecte{l 
into the river, forming barriers for forty or fifty 
feet round, which it was very difficult to pass. At 
the distance of two and three quarter miles we passed 

"o~. I~ , ~ R 
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from us, an irregular range of 'mountains spread 
themselves from west to northwest from his posi
tion. To the north of these, a few elevated poillts, 
the most remarkable of which bore 'north 65° west, 
appeared above the horizon; and as the sun shone 
on the snows of their summits, he obtained a clear 
and satisfactory view of those mountains, whicb 
close on the IVlissouri the passage to the Pacific. 
Four and a half miles beyond this creek, we came 
to the upper point of a small sand island. At the 
distance of five miles between high bluffs, we p~ssed 
a very difficult rapid, reaching quite across the 
river, where the water is deep, the chann'elnarrow, 
and gravel obstructing it on each side: we had 
great difficulty in ascenlling it, although we used 
both the rope and the pole, and doubled the crews: 
this is the most considerable rapid 011 the :Missouri, 
and in fact the only place where there is a sudden 
descent: as we were labouring over them, a fem'31e 
elk with its fawll swam down throughthe'waves, 
which ran very high, and obtained for the place the 
llame of the Elk Rapids. Just above them is a 
small low ground of cottonwood trees, where, at 
twenty-two and a quarter miles, we fixed our ell
campment, and were joined by captain Lewis, who 
had been on the hills during the afternoon. 

The country has now become desert and barren : 
the appearances of coal, burnt earth, pumice-stone, 
salts and quartz, continue as yesterday: but there 
is no timber, except the thinly scattered pine and 
spruce on the summits of the hills, or along the 
sides. The only animals we have observed are the 
elk, the bighorn, and the hare, common in this 
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sing the river, to take advantage of the best banks. 
There are now scarcely any low grounds on the 
river. the hills being high, and in many places pres
sing on both sides to the verge of the water. The 
black rock has given place to a very soft sandstone. 
which seems to be washed away fast by the river; 
and, being thrown into the river, renders its navi
gation more difficult than it was yesterday: above 
this sandstone, and towards the summits of the hills, 
a hard freestone, of a yellowish brown colour, shows 
itself in several stratas of unequal thickness, fre
quently overlaid or incrusted by a thin stratum of 
limestone, which seems to be formed of concreted 
shells. At eight and a quarter miles we came to the 
mouth of a creek on the north, thirty yards wide. 
with some running water and a rocky bed: we 
called it Windsor creek, after one of the party. 
Four and three quarter miles beyond this we came 
to another creek in a bend to the north, which is 
twenty yards wide, with a handsome little stream 
of water: there is, however, no timber on either 
side of the water, except a few pines on the hills 
Here we saw, for the first time since we left the 
Mandans, several soft-shelled turtles, though this 
may be owing rather to the season of the year than 
to any scarcity of the animal. It was here, that 
after ascending the highest summits of the hills OIl 

the north side of the river, that captain Lewis first 
caught a distant view qf the Rock mountains, the 
object of all our hopes, and the reward of all our 
ambition. On both sides of the river, and at no 
great distance from it, the mountains followed its 
course: above these, at the distance of fifty miles 
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Soon after setting out, we passed a small Ull

timbered island on the south: at about seven miles 
we reached a considerable bend which the river 
makes towards the southeast, and in the evening, 
after making twelve and a half miles, encamped 011 

the south, near two dead cottonwood trees, the only 
timber for fuel which we could discover in the 
neighbourhood. 

Tuesday 28. The weather was dark and cloudy; 
the air smoky, and there fell a few drops of rain. 
At ten o'clock we had again a slight sprinkling of 
min, attended with distant thunder, which is the 
first we have seen since leaving the J.\;landans. We 
employed the line generally, with .the addition of 
the pole at the ripples and rocky points, which we 
find more numerous and troublesome than those we 
passed yesterda~. The water is very rapid round 
these points, and we are sometimes obliged to steer 
the cap.oes through the points of sharp rocks rising 
a few inches above the surface of the water, and so 
near to each other, that if our ropes give way the.-
force of the current drives the sides of the canoes 
against them, and must inevitably upset them, or 
dash them to pieces. These cords are very slender, 
being almost all made of elk-skin, and much worn 
and rotted by exposure to the weather: several 
times they gave way, but fortunately always in 
places where there was room for the canoe to turn 
without striking the rock; yet with all our pre
cautions it was with infinite risk and labour that we 
passed these points. An Indian pole for building 
floated down the river, and was worn at one end as 
if drai:'ged along the gro\Uld in travelling; severa) 
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country. III the ,plain 'where we lie, are two Indian 
,cabins:made of sticks, and during the last few days 
we :have passed several others in the points of timber 
on the river. 

Monday 27. The ,wind was so high that we diel 
'not start till ten o'clock, aud eveu then were obliged 
to use the line during the greater part of the day. 
The river has become very rapid, with a very per
ceptibledescent = its general width is about two 
:hundred yards: the shoals too are more frequent, 
'and 'the rocky points at the mouth of the gullies 
more troublesome to pass: great quantities of this 
stone· lie in the -river and on its banks, and seem to 
'have fallendowu as the rain washed away the clay 
and sand iu 'which they were imbedded. The water 
is 'bordered :by high rugged bluffs. composed of ir
regular but horizontal stratas of yellow and brown 
or black clay, brown and yellowish white sand. 

:lIoft yellowish ·white sandstone; hard, dark, brown 
freestone; and also large round kidney-formed. 
irregular separate masses of a hard black ironstone. 
imbedded in the clay and sand; some coal or car-

,Ob6ft>ated 'wood also makes its appearance in the 
'tliffs, as 00 .also its usual attendants, the pumice-

. 'stone· arid· bUrnt earth. The salts and quartz are 
: less abundant, and, generally speaking. the coun
try is, if possible, more rugged and barren than 
that'we passed yesterday; the only growth of the 

'hills 'being It few pine. spruce, and dwarf cedar. 
interspersed with an occasional contrast once in the 
• C01lrse Of some miles, of several acres of level 
gr~und~' which supply a seauty subsistence for a 
few . little -cottonwood trees. 
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at a distance from the river, and having no timber 
to conceal him, he would not venture to fire. 

Wednesday 29. Last night we were alarmed by 
a new sort of enemy. A buffaloe swam over from 
the opposite side, and to the spot where lay one of 
our canoes, over which he clambered to tM shore; 
then taking fright, he ran full speed up the bank 
towards our fires, amI passed within eighteen inches 
of the heads of some of the men before the s.entinel 
could make him change his course: still more 
alarmed, he ran down between four fires, and within 
a few inches of the heads of a second row of the 
men, and would have broken into our lodge if the 
barking of the dog had not stopped him. He sud
denly turned to the right, an.d was out of sight in 
a moment, leaving us all in confl1JSieD, everyone 
seizing his rifle and inquiring the cause of the alarm. 
On learning what had happened, we had to rejoice 
at suffering no more inJury than the damage to 
some guns which were in the canoe which the buf
faloe crossed. 

In the morning early we left our camp, and 
proceeded as usual by the cord. We passed an 
islaud and two sand-bars, and at the distance of 
two and a half miles we came to a handsome river, 
which discharges itself on the south. and which we 
ascended to the distance of a mile and a half: we 
called it Judith's river: it rises in the Rock moun
tains, in about the same place with the Muscle .. 
shell, and near the Yellowstone river. Its entrance 
is one hundred yards wide, from one bank to the 
other; the water occupying about seventy-five 
yards. and in greater quantity than that of the 
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other articles were also brought down by Ule cur
rent, which indicate that the Indians are probably 
at no great distance from us; and judging from a 
foot-ball, which resembles those used by the Min
netarees near the Mandans, we conjecture that 
they must be a band of the J\iinnetarees of fort de 
Prairie. The appearance of the river and the sur
rounding country continued as usual, till towadrs 
evening, at about fifteen miles we reached a large 
creek on the north, thirty-five yards wide, discharg
ing some water, and named after one of our men, 
Thompson's creek. Here the country assumed a 
totally different aspect; the hills retired on both 
sides from the river, which now spreads to more 
than three times its former size, and is filled with a 

J number of small handsome islands covered with 
cottonwood. The low grounds on the river are. 
again wide, fertile, and enriched with trees; those 
011 the north are particularly wide, the hills being 
comparatively low, and opening into three large 

-., valleys, which extend themselves for a considerable 
distance towards the north: these appearances of 
vegetation are delightful after the dreary hills over 
which we have passed; and we have now to con
gratulate ourselves at having escaped from the last 
ridges of the Black mountains. On leaving Thomp
son's creek we passed two small islands, and at 
twenty-three miles distance encamped among some 
timber on the north, opposite to a small creek, 
which we named Bull creek. The bighorn are in 
great quantities, and must bring forth their young 
at a very early season, as they are now half grown. 
One of the party saw a large bear also, but being 
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lost. Near this spot are a few trees of the ash, thil 
first we have seen for a great distl;mce, and from 
which we named the place Ash Rapi<Js. On these 
hills there is but little timber, but toe saHs, coal, 
and other mineral appearances, continue. Oil the 

, north we passe~ a precipice about one hundred lJ,nd 
twenty feet ijigh, under which lay scattered the 
fragments Qf at least one hundred carcas£s of buf
faloes, although the water, which had w~hed away 
the lo~er part of the hill, must have carried: off 
many of the dead. 

These buffaloes had been chased down the pre
cipices, in a way very common on the Missouri, 
and by which vast herds are destroyed in a moment .. 
The mode of hunting is, to s.elect one of the mosi 
active and fleet young men, who is disguised by a 
buffaloe skin round his bocly; the skin of the head, 
with the ears and horns fastened on his own ill such 
a way as to deceive the buffaloe: thus dressed, be 
fixes hims.elf at q convenjent distance between a 
herd of buffaloe and any of the river precipices, 
which sometimes extend for some miles. His com
panions in the meantime get in the rear and side of 
the herd, and at. a given signal show themselves, 
and advance towards the buffaloe: they instantly 
take the alarm, and finding the hunters beside-them~ 
they run towards the disguised Indian or decoy, 
who leads them on at full speed toward the river, 
",hen suddenly securing himself in some crevice of 
tbe cliff, which he had previously fixed~, the herd 
is left on the brink of the, precipice: it is then in 
vain for the foremost to retreat, or even to stop; 
they are pressed on by the hindmost rank, who see-
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Muscleshell river, and though more rapid, equally 
navigable, there being no stones or rocks in the 
bed, which is composed entirely of gravelaud mud 
with some sand: the water too is cle rer than any 
which we have yet seen; and the low grounds, as 
far as we could discern, wider and more woody than 
those of the Missouri: along its banks we observed 
some box-alder intermixed with the cotton-wood 
and the willow: the undergrowth consisting of 
rose-bushes, honey-suckles, and a little red willow. 
There was a great abundance of the argalea, or 
bighorned animals, in the high country through 
which it passes, and a great number of the beaver 
in its wa.ters: just above the entrance of it we sa w 
the fires of one hundred amI twenty-six lodges, 
which appeared to have been deserted about twelve 
or fifteen days, and on the other side of the Missouri 
a large encampment, apparently made by the same 
nation. On examining some moccasins which we 
found there, our Indian woman said, that they did 
not belong to her own nation, the Snake Indians, 
but she thought that they indicated a tribe 011 this 
side of the Rocky mountain, and to the north of 
the Missouri; indeed it is probable, that these are 
the Minnetarees of fort de Prairie. At the distance 
of six and a half miles, the hills again approach the 
brink of the river; and the stones and roel,s washed 
down from them, form a very bad rapid, with rocks 
and ripples more numerous and difficult than those 
we passed o~ the 27th and 28th: here the same 
scene was renewed, and we had again to struggle 
and labour to preserve our small craft from being 

VOL. I. 2 s 
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now fallen than we have had since the 1st of Sep
tember last, and many circumstances indicate onT 
approach to a climate differing considerably from 
that of the country through which we have been 
passing: the air of the open country is astonishingly' 
dry and pure. Observing that the case of our sex
tant, though perfectly seasoned, shrank, and the 
joints opened, we tried several experiments, by 
which it appeared, that a table-spoollfuU of water, 
exposed in a saucer to the air, would evaporate in 
thirty-six hOUI5, 'when the mercury did not stand 
higher than the temperate point at the greatest heat 
of the day The river, notwithstanding the rain, is 
much clearer than it was a few days past; but we 
auvance with great labour and difficulty; the rapid 
current, the ripples an(1 rocky points rendering the 
navigation more embarrassing than even that of 
yesterday, in addition to which, the banks are now 
so slippery after the rain, that the men who draw 
the canoes can scarcely walk, and the earth and 
stone constantly falling down the high bluffs, make 
it dangerous to pass under them; still. however. we 
are obliged to make use of the cord, as the wind i~ 
strong ahead, the current too rapid for oars, and 
too deep for the pole. In this way we passed, at the 
distance of five amI a half miles, a small rivulet in 
a bend 011 the north; two miles further, an island 
on the same side, half a mile beyond which we 
came to a grove of trees at the entrance of a rull ill 
a bend to the south, and encamped for the night 
on the northern shore. The eight miles which we 
made to-day cost us much trouble. The air was 
£old, and rendered more disagreeable by the raill 
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ing no danger but from the hunters, goad 011 those 
before them, till the whole is precipitated, and the 
shore is strewed with their dead bodies. Sometimes, 
in this perilous seduction, the Indian is himself either 
trodden under foot, by the rapid movements of the 
buffaloe. or, missing his footing in the cliff, is urged 
down the precipice by the falling herd. The Indians 
then select M much meat as they wish, and the rest 
is abandoned to the wolves. and creates a most 
dreadful stench. The wolves, who h~d been feast
ing on these carcases, were very fat, and so gentle, 
that One of them was killed with an esponton. 

Above this place we came to for dinner. at the 
distance of seventeen miles, opposite to a bold run
ning river of twel)ty yards wide, and falling in on 
the south. Ftom the objects we had just passed. we 
called this stream Slaughter river. Its low grounds 
are nat:row, and contain scarcely any timber. Soon 
after landing it began to blow and rain, and as 
there was no prospect of getting wood for fuel far
ther on, we fixed our camp on the north, three 
quarters of a mile above Slaughter river. After 
the labours of the day we gave to each man a dram; 
and such was the effect of long abstinence from 
spirituous liquors, that from the small quantity of 
half a gill of rum, several of the men were consi
derably affected by it, and all very much exhiE
rated.. Our game to-day consisted of an elk and 
two beaver. 

Thursday 30. The rain, which commenced. last 
evening, c'ontinued with little intermission till eleven 
this morning, when the high wind which accom
panied it having abated1 we set out. Mote rain hal 
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fatigue the men excessively: the banks are so slip
pery ill some places, and the mud so adhesive, that 
they are unable to wear their moccasills: one fourth 
of the time they are obliged to be up to their arm
pits in the cold water, and sometimes walk for 
several yards over the sharp fragments of rockS" 
which have fallen from the hills: all this added to 
the burden of dragging the heavy canoes is very 
painful, yet the men bear it with great patience 
and good humour. Once the rope of one of the 
periogues, the only one we had made of hemp, 
broke short, and the periogue swung al1djustton~hed 
a point of rock which almost overset her. At nine 
miles we came to a high wall of black rock, rising 
from the water's edge on the south, above the cliffs 
of the river: this continued about a quarter of a 
mile, and was succeeded by a high open plain,. till 
three miles further a second wall, two hundred feet 
high, rose on the same side. Three miles further, 
a wall of the same kind, about two hundred rett 
hi.gh and twelve in thickness, appeare(l to the north. 

These hills and river cliffs exhibit a mosi ~
traordinary and romantic appearance: they rise in 
most places nearly perpendicular from the water, 
to the height of between two and three hundred 
feet, and are formed of very white sandstone, so 
~oft as to Jield readily to the impTession of wateF, 
in the upper part of which lie imbed~ed two or 
three thin hori~ontal stratas of white freestoue' in
sensible to the rain; and on the top is a d3lrk rich 
loam, which forms a gradually ascending plain, 
from a mile to a mile and a half in extent, when 
the hills again rise abruptly to the height of about 
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which fen in several slight showers in the course of 
the day; our cords too broke several times, but 
fortunately without injury to the boats. On ascend
ing the hills near the river, one of the party found 
that there was snow mixed with the rain 011 the 
heights: a little back of these the country becomes 
perfectly level, on both sides of the river. There is 
now no timber on the hills, and only a few scatter
ing cottonwood, asb, box-alder and willows, along 
the water. In the course of the day we passed 
several encampments of Indians, the most recent of 
which seemed to have been evacuated about five 
weeks sin~e; and from the several apparent dates. 
we supposed that they were made by a band of 
about one hundred lodges, who were travelling 
slowly up the river. Although no part of the :Mis
souri from the Minnetarees to this place exhibit 
signs of permanent settlements, yet none seem 
exempt from the transient visits of hunting-parties. 
We know that the Minnetarees of the Missouri ex
tend their excursions on the south side of the river 
as high as the Yellowstone; and the Assiniboins 
visit the northern side. most probably as high as 
Porcupine river. All the lodges between that place 
and the Rocky mount~ins we supposed to belong to 
the Minnetarees of fort de Prairie, who live on the 
south fork of the Saskashawan. 

Friday 31. 'Ve proceeded in two periogues, leav
ing the canoes to bring on the meat of two buffa
loes killed last evening. Soon after we set off i~ 
began to rain, and though it ceased at noon, the 
weather continued cloudy during the rest of the 
day. The obstructions of yesterday still remain and 
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e3ch breaking and covering the inte,fstice of the 
two on which it rests; but though the perpendicular. 
interstice be destroyed, the horizontal one extends 
entirely through the whole work: the stones too 
are proportioned to the thickness of the wall in which 
they are employed, being largest in the thickest 
walls. The thinner walls are composed of a single 
depth of the paralleliped, while the thicker ones 
consist of two or more depths: these walls pass the 
river at several places, rising from the water~s edge' 
much above the sandstone bluffs, which they seem' 
to penetrate; thence they cross in a straight line on 
either siele of the river, the plains,. over which they 
to\,'er to the height of from ten to seventy feet, 
until they lose themselves in the second range of 
hills: sometimes they run parallel in several ranges 
l1ear to each other, sometimes intersect each other 
at right angles, and have the appearance of walls 
of ancient honet's or gardens. 

The face of some of these river hills is composed 
of very excellent freestone, of a light yeliowish 
hrown colour; and among the cliffs we found a spe-. 
cies of pine, which we had not yet seen, and differ
ing from the Virginia pitch-pine in having a shorter 
leaf, and a longer and more pointed eone. The coal 
appears only in small quantities, as do the burned 
earth and purnicestone: the mineral salts ha,'e 
abated. Among the animals are a great uumber of 
the bighorn, a few buffaloe and elk~ and some mule
deer, but none of the common deer, nor any ante
lopes. ,\Ve 3aw, but could 110t procure, a beautiful 
fox of a colour varied wi.th orange, yellow, white 
and black, rather smaller than the commou fox of 
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three bundred feet more. III trickling down the 
cliffs, the water has wom the soft sandstone into a 
tho,usand grotesque figures, amollg which, with a 
little fancy, may be discerned elegant ranges of 
freestone buildings, with columns variously sculp
tured, and supporting long and elegant galleries, 
while the parapets are adorned with statuary; 011 

a nearer approach they represent every form of 
elegant ruins; columns, some with pedestals and 
capitals entire, others mutilated and prostrate, and 
SQme rising pyramidally over each other till they 
t~rminate in a sharp point. These are varied by 
niches, alcoves, and the customary appearances of 
desolated magnificence: the delusion is increased 
by the number of martins, who han built their 
globular nests in the niches, and hover over these 
columns as in our country they are accustomed to 
frequent large stone structures. As we advance 
there seems no end to the visionary enchantment 
which surrounds us. In the midst of this fantastic 
scenery are vast ranges of walls, which seem the 
productions of art, so regular is the workmanship; 
they rise perpendicularly from the river, sometimes 
to the height of oue hundred feet, varying in thick
ness from one to twelve feet, being equally broacl 
at the top as below. The stones of which they are 
formed are black, thick, and durable, and com
posed of a large portion of earth, intermixed and 
c.emented with a small quantity of sand, and a COI1-

sulerable proportion of talk or quartz. These stones 
are "almost invariably regular parallelipeds of Ull

equal sizes in the wall, but equally deep, and laid 
regularly in rang;es over each other like bricks, 
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opposite to a bluff. In the next two miles we' passed 
an island on the sou th, a second heyoml it on the 
north, and reached, near a high bluff on the north, 
a third on which we encamped: In the plains near 
the river are the chokecherry, yellow and red cur
rant-bushes, as well as the wild rose and pric\dy 
pear, both of which are now in bloom. From the 
tops of the river hills, which are lower than usual, 
we enjoyed a delightful view of the rich fertile 
plains on both sides, in many places extending from 
the river ~liffs to a great distance back. In these 
vlains we meet occasionally large banks of pure 
sand, which were driven apparently by the south
west winds, and there deposited. The plains are 
more fertile some distance from the river than near 
its banks, where the surface of the .earth is very 
generally strewed with small pebbles, which appear 
to be smoothed and worn by the agitation of the 

. . 
water~, with which they were no doubt once covered. 
A mountain, or part of the N6rth mountain, ap
proaches the river within eight or ten miles, bear
ing north from our encampment of last evening; 
and this morning a range of high mountains, bear
ing southwest from us, and apparently running to 
the westward, are seen at a great distance covered 
with snow. In the evening we had a little more 
rain. 

Sunday 2. The wind blew violently last night" 
and a slight shower of rain fell, but this moming 
'Was fair. We set out at an early hour, and although 
the wind was a-head, by means of the cord we 
went on much better than for the last two days, as 
the banks were well calculated for towing. The 
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this.country, and about the same size as the red fox: 
of the United States .. 

The river to-day has been from about one hun
dred.and fifty to two hundred and fifty yards wide, 
with but little timber. At the distance of two miles 
and a half from t11e last stone wall is a stream 011 

the north side, twenty-eight yards in width, and 
with some running water. We encamped just above 
its mouth, having made €ighteen miles. 

Saturday, June 1. The weather was cloudy, with 
a few drops of rain. As we proceeded by the aid of 
our cord, we found the river cliffs and bluffs not so 

. higq. as yesterday, and the country more level. The 
timber too is in greater abundance on the river. 
though there is no wood in the high ground; coal. 
ho.w€ver, appears in the bluffs. The river is from 
two hundred. to two hundred and fifty feet wide. 
the current more gentle, the water becoming still 
clearer, and fewer rocky points and shoals than we 

. m.et yesterday, though those which we did encounter 
were equally difficult to pass. Game is by no means 
in such. plt:nty as below; all that we obtained were 
(me bighorn and a mule-deer, though we saw in the 
plains a quantity of buffaloe, particularly near a 
small lake, about eight miles from the river to the 
south. Notwithstanding the wind was a-head all 
day, we dragged the canoes along the distance cf 
twenty-three miles. At fourteen and a quarter 
Jlliles,.w~came to a small island opposite a bend of 
the river to the north. Two and a half miles, to the 
upper point of a small island on the Ilorth. Five 
miles; to another. island on the south side, and 

. YO~. I. 2 '.f 
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encampment, we came to for the night in a 'hand
some low cottonwood plain on the' south,where we 

. remained for the purpose of making some celestial 
observations during the night, and of examining in 
the morning a large river which comes in opposite 
to us. Accordingly, at an early hour, 

Monday 3, we crossed and fixed our camp in the 
point formed by the jun'Ction of the river with the 
Missouri. It n'Ow became an interesting qnestion, 
which of these tw'O str'ea.ms is what the Minnetarees 
call Ahmateahza or the :Miss'Ouri, which they de
scribed as appr'Oaching very-near to the'Columbia. 
On our right decisionnmch 'Of the fate of the expe
dition depends; since, if after' ascending t'O the 
Rocky mountains or beyond them, we should find 
that the river we were following (lid not come near 
the Columbia, and be 'Obliged to return, we should 
n'Ot 'Only lose the travelling seas'On, two months 'Of 
which had already elapsed', but probably dishearten 
the men 5'0 much as to induce them either t'O aband'On 
the enterprise, or yield us a cold 'Obedience instead 
of the warm and zealous support which they had 
hitherto afforded us. We determilied,' theref'Ore, to 
examine well before we decided on our future 
course: and for this purpose despatched two canoes 
with three men up each of the streams, 'With orders 
to ascertain the width, depth, and rapidity 'Of the 
current, so as to judge of their comparative b'Odies 
'Of water. At the same 'time parties were sent out 
by land to penetrate the country, and discover from 
the rising gr'Ounds, if p'Ossible, the distant bearings 
'Of the two rivers; and all were directed' t9 return 
towards evening. When they were gone we iscended 
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current of the river is strong but regular, its timber 
increases in quantity, the low gron,nds become more 
level and extensive, and the bluffs on the river are 
lower than usual. In the course of the day we had 
a small shower of rajn, which lasted a few minutes 
only. As the game is very abundant, we think it 
necessary to begin a collection of hides for the pur
pose ~f making a leathern boat, which we intend 
constructing shortly. The hunters, who were out 
the greater part of the day. brought in si~ elk, two 
buffaloe, two mule.,deer, and a bear. This last 
animal had nearly cost us the lives of two of our 
hunters, who were together when he attacked them; 
one of them narrowly escaped being caugM. and 
the other, after running a considerable distance, 
cQncealed himself in some thick bushes, and while 
the bear was ill quick pursuit of his hiding place. 
his companion came up and fortQnately shot the 
~nimal through the head. 

At six and a half miles we reached an island on 
the northern side; one mile and a quarter thence is 
a timbered low ground on the south: and in the 
next two a~ld three quarter miles we passed three 
small islands, and came to a dark bluff on the south; 
within the following mile are two small islands on 
the same side. At three and a quarter miles we 
reached tlW lower' point of a much larger islanil, 
near a northern point. and as we coasted along its 
s~de, withill t":o mnes passed a smaller island, and 
half a mile above reached ~he head, of another. An 
~hese islands are sma~l, and most of them contain 
some timber. Three quar~ers of a mile beyond the 
last, and at t4e 4istanceQf eighteen miles from ou~ 
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posed of round and flat smooth stones, like those of 
rivers issuing from a mountainous country. The air 
and character of the north fork so much resemble 
those of the Missouri, that almost all the party be
lieve that to be the true course to be pursued. We, 
however, although we have given no decided opi
nion, are inclined to think otherwise, because, al
though this branch does give the colour and cha
racter to the 1\iissouri, yet these very circumstances 
induce an opinion, that it rises in and runs through 
an open plain country, sillce if it came from the 
mountains it would be clearer, unless, which from 
the position of the country is improbable, it passed 
through a yast extent of low ground after leaving 
them: we thought it probable that it did not evell 
penetrate the Rocky mountains, but drew its sources 
from the open country towards the lower and middle 
parts of the Saskashawan, ill a direction north of 
this place. ,\Yhat emharrasses us most is, thl1t the 
Indians, who appeared to be well acquainted with 
the geography of the country, have not mentioned 
this northern river; for" the river which scolds at 
all others," as it is termed, must be, according to 
their account, one of the rivers which we have 
passed; and if this north fork be the Missouri, why 
have they not designated the south branch, which 
they must also have passed, in order to reach the 
great falls which they mention on the l\iissouri ~ 
In the evening our parties returned, after asce~ding 
the rivers in canoes for some distance, then c()nti~ 
nuiug on foot, just leaving themselves time to re
turn by night. The north fork was less rapid, and 
therefore afforded the easiest navigation: ·the shal.,. 
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together the hi-gh grounds in the fork of these two 
rivers, whence we had a very extensive prospect of 
the surrounding country: . on every side it was 
spread into one vast plain, covered with verdure, ill 
which innumerable herds of buffaloe were roaming. 
attended by their enemies the wolves; some flocks 
of elk also were seen, and the solitary antelopes were 
scattered with their young over the face of the 
plain. To the south was a range of lofty mountains, 
which we supposed to be a continuation of the South 
mountain, stretching themselves from southwest to 
northwest, and terminating abruptly about south
west from us. These were partially covered with 
SIlOW: but at a great distance behind them was a 
more lofty ridge, completely covered with sno,:-, 
which seemed to follow the same direction as the 
first, reaching from west to the north of northwest, 
where their snowy tops were blended with the 
horizon. The direction of the rivers could not, how
ever, be long distinguished, as they were soon lost 
in the extent of the plain. On our retnrn we con
tinued our examination; the width of the north 
branch is two hundred yards, that of the south ii 
three hundred and seventy-two. The north, although 
narrower and with a gentler current, is deeper than 
the south; its waters too are of the same whitish 
brown colour, thickness, and turbidness: they rull 
in the same boiling and rolling manner which has 
uniformly characterised the Missouri; and its bell 

_is composed of some -gravel, but principally mud. 
The south fork is deeper, but its waters are per
fectly transparent: its current is rapid, but the Bur
face smooth andunruffl~d; and its bed too is com-
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ground. They are, however, perfectly cheerful. and 
have an undiminished ardour for the expedition. 

Tuesd~y. June 4. At the same hour t.his morning 
captain Lewis and captain Clarke set but to' expIate 
the two ri~ers; captain Lewis with six men crossed 
the north fork near the camp. below a smaH'island. 
from which he took a course N. 30Q W. for four 
and a half miles to a commanding eminence. Here 
we observed that the North mountain. changing its 
direetion parallel to the Missouri, turned: t-owards 
the Horth. and terminated abruptly at the distance 
of about tllirty miles, the point of termination bear
ing N.48° E. The South mountain too div·erges to 
tbe soutn, aId terminates abruptly, its extremity 
bearing S. 8° W .• distant about twenty miles :to 
the right of, and retreating from this extremity, is 
a separate mountain, at the distance of thirty-five 
miles. in a direction S. 38° 'V., which from its 
resemblance to the roof of a barn. we called: the 
Barn mountain. The north fork, which is now 011 

the left, makes a considerable bend to the llortli
west. and on its western border a range -of hiNs 
about ten miles long, and bearing from this spot 
N. 60° W., rUlls parallel with it: north of thistange 
of hills is an elevated 'Point of the river bluff.oll its 
south side, bearing N. 72'" W. about .twelve miles 
from us; towards this he directed his coilrse, across 
a high, level, dry open 'plain ;·which in fact- elll
braces the whole country to the foot of the moun
tains. The soil is dark, rich and_ fertile, yet the 
grass by no means so luxuriant as might have been 
~xpected, for it is short, andsearcely more than 
lufficient to cover the ground. ';fhere: are v.as.t 
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lowest water of the north was five feet deep, that 
of the south six feet. At two and a half miles up 
the north fork is a small river coming in on the left 
or western side, sixty feet wide, with a bold cur
rent three feet in depth. The party by land had 
gone up the south fork in a straight line, somewhat 
north of west for seven miles, where they discovered 
that this little river came within one hundred yards 
of the south fork, and on returning down it found 
it a handsome stream, with as much timber as either 
of the larg-er rivers, consisting of the narrow and 
wide-leafed cottonwood, some birch and box-alder. 
and undergrowth of willows, rose-bushes, and cur
rants: they also saw on this river a great number 
of elk and some beaver. 

All these accounts were, however, very far from 
deciding the important question of our future route; 
and we therefore determined each of us to ascend 
one of the rivers during a day and a half's march, 
or farther if necessary. for our satisfaction. Our 
hunters killed two buffaloe, six elk, and four de~r 
to-day. Along the plains near the junction are to 
be found the prickly pear in great quantities; the 
chokecherry is also very abundant in the river low 
grounds, as well as the ravines along the river 
bluffs; the yellow and red currants are not yet ripe; 
the gooseberry is beginning to ripen; and the wild 
rose, which now covers all the low grounds neal" 
the 'rivers, is ill full bloom. The fatigues of the last 
few days have occasioned some falling off in the 
appearance of the men, who, not having been able 
to wear moccasins, had their feet much bruised and 
mangled in passing over the stones and rough 
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sue. Along the river are immense quantities of 
roses, which are now in full bloom, and which make· 
the low grounds a perfect garden. 

1Vednesday 5. The rain fell during the greater 
part of the last night, and in the morning the wea
ther was cloudy and cold, with a high northwest 
wind: at sunrise he proceeded up the river eight 
miles to the bluff on the left side, towards which 
be had been directing his course yesterday. Here 
he found the bed of a creek, twenty-five yards 
wide at the entrance, with some timber, but 110 

water, notwithstanding the rain: it is, indeed, as
tonishing to observe the vast quantities of water 
absorbed by the soil or the plains, which, being 
opened in large crevices, presents a fine rich loam: 
at the mouth of this stream, which he called Lark 
~reek, the bluffs are very steep, and approach the 
river, so that he ascended them, and crossing the 
plaius, reached the river, which from the last point 
bore N. 50° W.: four miles from this place it ex
tended north two miles. Here he discovered a lofty 
mountain standing alone, at the distance of more 
than eighty miles, in the direction of N. 30o W., and 
which, from its conical figure, he called Tower 
mountain. He then proceeded on these two hills, 
and afterwards in different courses six miles, when 
he again changed for a western course across a deep 
bend along the south side I in making this passage 
over the plains, he found them like those of yester
day, level and beautiful, with great quantities of 
buffaloe, and some wolves, foxes and antelopes, and 
intersected near the river by deep ravines. Here, 
~t the distance of frolU (me to nine miles from th~ 
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quantities of prickly pears, and myriads of grass
hoppers, which afford food for a species of curlew 
which is in great numbers in the plain. He then 
proceeded up the river to the point of observation 
they had fixed on; from which he went two miles 
N. 15° W. to a bluff point on the north side of the 
river: thence his course was N. 30? "V. for two 
miles, to the entrance of a large creek on the south. 
The part of the river along which he passed is from 
forty to fifty yards wide, the current strong, the 
water deep and turbid, the banks falling in, the 
salts, coal, and mineral appearances are as usual, 
and in every respect, except as to size, this river 
resembles the l\1issouri. The low grounds are llarrow, 
but well supplied with wood: the bluffs are prin
cipally of dark brown yellow, and some white clay 
with freestone in some places. From this point the 
river bore N. 20° E. to a bluff on the south, at the 
distance of twelve miles: towards this he directed 
his course, ascending the hills, which are about two 
hundred feet high, and passing through plains for 
three miles, till he found the dry ravines so steep 
and numerous, that he resolved to return to the 
river and follow its banks. He reached it about 
four miles from the beginning of his course, anlL 
encamped in a bend among some bushes, which 
sheltered the party from the willd: the air was 
very cold, the north west wiml high, and the rain 
wet them to the skin. Besides the game just men
tioned, he observed buffaloe, elk, wolves, foxes, 
and we got a blaireau and a weasel, and wounded 
a large brown bear, whom it was too late to pur .. 

'VOL. J. 2 u 
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In their absence two rafts had been prepared, and 
w hen they returned about noon, the party embarked: 
but they soon found, that the rafts were so small 
and slender, that the baggage was wet,and there
fore it was necessary to abandon them, and go by 
land. They therefore crossed the plains, and at the 
distance of twelve miles came to the river, through 
a cold storm from the northeast, accompanied by 
showers of rain. The abruptness of the cliffs com
pelled them, after going a few miles, to leave the 
river, and meet the storm in the plains. Here they 
directed their course too far northward, in conse
quence of which they did not meet the river till 
late at night, after having travelled twenty-three 
miles since noon, and haIted at a little below the 
entrance of Lark creek. They had the good fortune 
to kill two buffaloe, which supplied them with 
supper: but spent a very uncomfortable night, 
without any shelter from the 'rain, which continued 
till morning, 

Friday 7, when at an early hour they contill1u~d 
down the river. The route was extremely unplea
sant, as the wind was high from the N. E. accom
panied with rain, which made the ground so slip
pery, that they were unable to walk over the hluffs 
which they had passed on ascending the river. The 
land is the most thirsty we have ever seen; not
withstanding all the rain which has fallen, the earth 
is not wet for more than two inches deep, and re
sembles thawed ground; but if it requires mOfe 
water to saturate it than the common soils, on the 
other hand it yields its moisture witheqoal dilfi
~ulty. 
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river, he met the largest village of barking-squir ... 
ieIs which we had yet seen: fer he passed a skirt of 
their territory for seven miles. He also saw near 
the hills a flock of the mountain cock or a large 
species of heath hen, with a long pointed tailJ which 
the Indians below had informed us were common 
among the Rock mountains. Ha ving finished his 
course of ten miles west across a bend, he contillued 
two miles N. 80° W., and from that point disco
vered some lofty mountains to the northwest of 
Tower mountain, and bearing N. 65° 'V., at eighty 
or one hundred miles distance; here he encamped 
on the north side, in a handsome low ground, on 
which were several old stick lodges. There had 
been but little timber on the river in the forepart 
of the day, but now there is a greater quantity 
than usual. The river itself is about eighty yards 
wide, from six to ten feet deep, and has a strong 
steady current. The party had killed five elk, and 
a mule-deer; and by way of experiment roasted the 

, burrowing squirrels, which they found to be well 
flavoured and tender. 

Thursday 6. Captain Lewis was now convinced~ 
that this river pursued a direetion too far north for 
our route to the Pacific, and therefore resolved to 
return; but waited till 1100n to take a meridian 
altitude. The clouds, however, which had gathered 
during the latter part of the night, continued, and 
prevented the observation: part of the men were 
sept forward to a commanding eminence, six miles 
S. 70° W.; from which they saw, at the distance 
of aboQt fifteen miles S. 80° W. a point of the south 
bluff of the river, which thence bore northwardly. 
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pass, they continued down the river, sometimes in 
the mud of the low grounds, sometimes up to their 
arms in the water, and when it became too deep 
to wade, they cut footholds with their knives in the 
sides of the banks. In this way they travelled 
through the rain, mud and water, and having made 
onlyeighteen miles during the whole day, encamped 
ill an old Indian lodge of sticks, which afforded 
them a dry shelter. Here they cooked part of six 
deer they had killed in the course of their walk, 
and having eaten the only morsel they had tasted 
during the whole day, slept comfortably on some 
willow boughs. 

CHAPTER X. 

r. .. tnrn of captain Lewis-Accotmt of captain Clarke's researches with hi8 
exploring party-Perilous situation of one of his party-Tansy rive}' de
scribed-The party still believing the southern fork the Missouri, captain 
Lew;s resolves to ascend it-l\1ode of making a place to deposit provisioni, 
called cache-Captain Lewis explores the southern fork-Falls of the 
l\Ji;soul'i discovered, which ascertains the question-Romantic scenery af 
the surronnding country-Narrow escape of captain Lewis-The main 
body, under captain Clarke, approach within five miles of the falls"and 
prepare for making a portage over the rapids. 

Saturday 8. IT continued to rain moderately 
all last night, and the morning was cloudy till 
about ten o'clock, when it cleared off, and became 
a fine day. They breakfastecl about sunrise, and 
tllen proceeded down the river in tIle same way 35 

they had done yesterday, except that the travel
lin~ was somewhat better~ as they had not SQ often 
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In passing along the side of one ofthese bluffs at 
a narrow pass, thirty yards in length. captaillt 
Lewis slipped, and but for a fortunate recovery, by 
means ofbis espontoon, would have been precipitated 
into the river over a precipice of about ninety feet. 
He had just reached a spot, where, by the assistance 
of his espontoon, he could stand with tolerable safety~ 
when he heard a voice behind him cry out, H Good 
God, captain, what shaH I do?" He turned instantly, 
and found it was Windsor, who had lost his foot
bold about the middle of the narrow pass, and had 
'Slipped down to the very verge of the precipiceI' 
where he lay on his belly, with his right arm and 
leg over it, while with the other leg and arm he 
was with difficulty holding on to keep himself from 
being dashed to pieces below. His dreadful situa. 
tion was instantly perceived by captain Lewis, who 
stifling his alarm, calmly told him that he was ill 
no danger; that he should take his knife out of his: 
belt with the right hand, and dig a hole in the side 
of the bluff to receive his right foot. With great 
',presence of mind he did this. and then raised him
,self on his knees; captain Lewis then told him to 
take off his moccasins, and come forward on his 
hands and knees, holding the knife in one hand, 
and his rifle in the other. He immediately crawled 
in thi1!l \'Vay tilt he came to a secure spot. The men 
Who had not attempted this passage, were -ordered. 
t(') return,aud wade the river at the foot of the 
'bluff, where they found the ri vel' breast high. This 
advelitUi'etau'gM them the danger of crossing th~ 
'slippery hei'ghts oftfte river; but as tbe plailis were 
inte-rrected. by deep ravines almost asdi'ffieult tQ 
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the camp this evening a white bear attacked one 
of the men, whose gun bappening to be wet, would 
not go off; he instantly made towards a tree, but 
was so closely pursued, that as he ascended the tree 
he struck the bear with his foot. The bear not being 
able to climb, waited till he should be forced to 
come down; and as the rest of the party were se- ' 
parated from him by a perpendicular cliff of rocks, 
which they could not descend, it was not in their 
power to give him any assistance: fortunately, 
however, the bear became frighted at their cries 
and firing, and released the man. In the afternoon 
it rained, and during the night there fell both rain 
and snow, and in the morning, 

June 5, the hills to the S. E. were covered with 
snow, and the rain continued. They proceeded on 
in a course N. 20° W. near the river, several miles, 
till at the distance of eleven miles they reached a 
ridge, from the top of which, on the north side, 
they could plainly discern a mountain to the S. amI 
'V., at a great distance, covered with snow; a high 
ridge, projecting from the mountains to the south
east, approaches the river on the southeast side, 
forming SOme cliffs of dark hard stone. They also 
saw that the river ran for a great distance west of 
south, with a rapid current; from which, as well' 
as its continuing of the same width and dept~), 

captain Clarke thought it useless to advance any 
further, and therefore returned across the level 
plain in a direction N. 30° E. and reached, at the 
distance of twenty miles, the little river, which is 
already mentioned as falling into the north fork, 
and to which they gave the nam~ of Tansy riv~r, 
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to wade, though they passed some very dangerous 
bluffs. The only timber to be found is in the low 
grounds, which are occasionally on the river, amI 
these are the haunts of innumerable birds, who, 

. when the sun began to shine, sang very delight
fully. Among these birds they distinguished the 
brown thrush, robin, turtledove, linnet, golafinch. 
the large and small blackbird, the wren, and some 
others. As they came along, the whole of the party 
were of opinion, that this river was the true J\1is
souri; but captain Lewis, being fully persuaded 
that it was neither the main stream, nor that which 
it would be advisable to ascend, gave it the name 
of Maria's river. After travelling all day, they 
reacbed the camp at five o'clock in the afternoon, 
and found captain Clarke and the party very anx
ious for their safety; as they had staid two days 
longer than had been expected, and as captain 
Clarke had returned at the appointed time, it was 
feared that they had met with some accident. 

Captain Clarke, on setting out with five men on 
the 4th-, went seven miles on a course S. 25' ,V. to. 
a spring; thence he went S.20° W. for eight miles, 
to the river, where was an island, from which he 
proceeded in a course N. 45° W., and approached 
the river at the distance of three, five, and thirteen 
miles, at which place they encamped, in an old 
Indian lodge made of sticks and bark. In crossing 
the plains, they observed several herds of buffaloe, 
some mule-deer, antelopes and wolves. The river 
is rapid, and closely hemmed in by high bluffs, 
crowded with bars of gravel, with little timber on 
t~le low groUQ.ds~ and nOlle on the highlands, Near 
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were more than ever cOllvinced of what we already 
suspected, that, Mr. Arrowsmith is incorrect in lay
ing do NI1, in the chain of Rocky mountains, one 
remarkable mountain called the Tooth, nearly as 
far south as 45 deg'ree~, and said to be so marked 
from the discoveries of a Mr. Fidler. We are now 
,yithin one hundred miles of the Rocky mountains, 
nnd in the latitude of 47° 24' 12.8"; and therefore 
it is highly improbable that the :Missouri should 
make such a bend to the south, before it reaches the 
Rocl{y mountains, as to have suffered ~ir. Fidler 
to come as low as 45 degrees along the eastern 
borders without touching that river: yet the general 
course of 1\laria's ri,;er from this place for fiftt-nine 
miles, as far as captain Lewis ascended, was north 
69 degrees west) and the south branch, or what we 
consider the J\Iissouri, which captain Clarke had 
examined as far as forty-five miles in a straight line, 
ran in a course south 29 degrees west, and as far 
as it could be seen went considerably west of south, 
whence we conclude, that the Missouri itself enters 
the Rocky mountains to the north of 45 degrees. 

In writing to the president from our winter quar
ters, we had already taken the liberty of advancing 
the southern extremity of Mr. Fidler's discoveries 
about a degree to the northward, and this from 
Indian information as to the bearing of the point at 
which the :l\1issouri enters the mountain; but we 
think actual observation will place it one degree 
still further to the northward. This information of 
Mr. Fidler, however, incorrect as it is, affords an 
additional reason for not pursuing :Maria's river; 
for if he came as low even as 47 degrees, and saw 
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from the great quantity of that herb growing on its 
banks. Here they dined, and then proceeded 011 a 
few miles by a place where the Tansy breaks 

. through a high ridge on its north side, and en
camped. 

The next day, 9th, the ~eather was cold, raw 
and cloudy, with a high northeast wind. They set 
out early, down the Tansy, whose low grounds re
semble precisely, except as to extent, those of the 
Missouri before it branches, containing a great 
proportion of a species of cottollwood, with a leaf 
like that of the wild cherry. After halting at twelve 
o'clock for dinner, they ascended the plain, and at 
five o'clock reached the camp through the nOlin, 
which had fallen without intermission since noon. 
During his absence the party had been occupied ill 
dressing skins, amI being able to rest themselve~. 
were nearly freed from their lameness and swoHen 
feet. All this night, and the whole of the following 
day, 7th, it rained, the wind being from the south
west off the mountains; yet the rivers are Calling', 
and the thermometer 40° above O. The rain conti
nued till the next day, 8th, at ten o'clock, when 
it cleared off, and the weather became fine, the 
wind high from the southwest. The rivers at the 
point have now fallen six inches since our arrival, 
and this morning the water of the south fork be
came of a reddish brown colour, while the north 
branch continued of its usual whitish appearance. 
The mountains to the south are covered with SnO\I'. 

Sunday 9. 'Ve now consulted u pOll the course to 
be pursued. On comparing our observations, we 

VOL. I. 2 x 
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could n"t I',ave been collect!'d in the parched plains 
between the Yellowstone and the Rocky mountains, 
since that country could not supply nourishment 
for the dry channels which we passed 011 the south, 
and the travels of Mr. Fidler forbid us to believe, 
that it could have been obtained from the moun
tains towards the northwest. 

These observations, which satisfied our minds 
completely, we communicated to the party: but 
every oue of them were of a contrary opinion; and 
much of their belief depended on Crusatte, an ex
perienced waterman 011 the Missouri, who gave it 
as his decitled judgment, that the north fork was 
the genuine Missouri. The men therefore men
tioned, that although they would most cheerfully 
follow lIS wherever we should direct, yet they were 
afraid, that the south fork would soon terminate in 
the Rocky mountains, and leave us at a great dis
tance from the Columbia. In order that nothing 
might be omitted, which could prevent our falling 
into an error, it was agreed, that one of US should 
ascend the southern branch by land, until we 
reached either the falls or the mountains. In the 
meantime, in order to lighten our burdens as much 
as possible, we determined to deposit here one of 
the periogues, and all the heavy baggage which 
we could possibly spare, as well as some provision, 
salt, powder and tools: this would at once lighten 
1he other boats, and give them the crew which had 
been employed on board the periogue. 

Monday 10. The weather being fair and plea .. 
sant, we dried all our baggage and lllerchandi~e, 
and made our depdsit. 
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only small streams coming down from the moun
tains, it is to be presumed, that these rivulets do 
not penetrate the Rocky mountains so far as to ap
proach any navigable branch of the Columbia, and 
they are, most probably, the remote waters of some 
northern branch of the Missouri. In short, being 
already in latitude 47° 24', we cannot reasonably 
hope, by going farther to the northward, to find 
between this place and the Saskasha wan any stream 
which can, as the Indians assure us the l\fissouri 
does, possess a navigable current for some distance 
in the Rocky mountains: the Indians had assured 
us also, that the water of the Missouri was nearly 
transparent at the falls; this is the cas~ with the 
southern branch; that the falls lay a little to the 
south of sunset from them; this too is in favour of 
the southern fork, for it bears considerably south 
of this place, which is on]y a few minutes to the 
northward of fort Mandan; that the falls are below 
tire Rocky mountains, and near the northern ter
mination of one range of those mountains: now 
the~e is a ridge of mountains, which app('ars behiml 
the South mountains, and terminates to the south
west of us, at a sufficient distance from the un
broken chain of the Rocky mountains to allow 
space for several falls, indeed we fear for too many 
of them. If, too, the Indians had ever passed any 
stream as large as this southern fork, on their way 
up the Missouri, they would have mentioned it; so 
that their silence seems to prove that this branch 
must be the Missouri. The body of water, also, 
which it discharges, must have been acquired from 
a considerable distance in the mountains1 for it 
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Fowder, and our· blacksmith's tools, having pre
viously repaired such of the tools we carry with us 
as require mending. To guard against accident, we 
hid. two parcels of lead and powder in the two dis
tinct places. The red periogue was drawn up on 
the middle of a' small island, at the entrance of 
]\Iaria's river, and secured, hy being fastened to 
the trees, from the effect of any floods. III the 
evening there was a high wind from the northwest, 
accompanied with thunder and rain. We now made 
another observation of the meridian altitude of the 
sun, and found that the mean latitude of Maria's 
river, as deduced. from three observations, is 490 25' 
17.2" N. We saw a small bird, like the blue thrush 
or cat-bird, which we had not before met; and also 
observed, that the bee-martin or king-bird is com
mon to this country, although there are no bees 
here, and in fact we have not met with the honey
bee since leaving Osage river. 

Tuesday II. This morning captain Lewis with 
four men set out on their expedition up the south 
branch. They soon reached the point where the 
Tansy river approaches the :Missouri, and observing 
a large herd of elk before them, descended, and 
killed several, which they hung up along the river, 
so that the party in the boats might see them as 
they came along. They then halted for dinner; 
Imt captain Lewis, who had been for some days 
afflicted with the dysentery, was now attacked with 
violent pains, attended by a high fever, and was 
unable to go on. He therefore encamped for the 
night under some willow boughs: having brought 
no medicine l he determined to try all experiment 
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These holes, or caelles as they are called by the 
Missouri traders, are very common, particularly 
among those who deal with the Sioux, as the skins 
and merchandize will keep perfectly sound for years, 
and are protected from robbery: our cache is built 
in this manner. In the high plain on the north side 
of the Missouri, and forty yards from a steep bluff, 
we chose a dry situation, and then describing a 
small circle of about twenty inches diameter, re
moved the sod as gently and carefully as possible: 
the hole is then sunk perpendicularly for a foot 
deep, or more, if the ground be not firm. It is now 
worked gradually wider as they descend, till at 
length it becomes six or seven foot deep, shaped 
nearly like a kettle, or the lower part of a large 
still with the bottom somewhat sunk at the centre. 
As the earth is dug it is handed up in a vessel, and 
carefully laid on a skin or cloth, in which it is car
ried away, and usually thrown into the river, or 
concealed so as to leave no trace of it. A 11001' of 
three or four inches in thickness is then made of 
dry sticks, on which is thrown hay, or a hide per
fectly dry. The goods being well aired and dried, 
are laid on this floor, and prevented from touching 
the wall by other dried sticks, in proportion as the 
merchandize is stowed away: when the hole is 
nearly full, a skin is laid over the goods, and 011 

~his earth is thrown and beaten down, until, with 
the audition of the sod first removed, the whole is 
on a level with the ground, and there remains not 
the slightest appearance of an excavation. In ad
dition to this, we made another of smaller dimen
sions, ~n whic4 we placed all the baggage, some 
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river, but they are scarce in this part of the river, 
nor have we caught any of them since leaving the 
l\landans, which weighed mor€ than six pounds. Of 
other game they saw a great abundance, even ill 
their short march of nine miles. 

Wednesday 12. This morning captain Lewis left 
the bank of the river, in order to avoid the steep 
ravines, which generally run from the shore to the 
distance of one or two miles in the plain; having 
reached the opened country, he went for twelve 
miles ill a course a little to the west of southwest, 
when the sun becoming warm by nine o'clocl{, he 
returned to the river in quest of water, and to kill 
somethin~ for breakfast; there being no water in 
the plain, and the buffaloe discovering them before 
they came within gunshot, took to flight. They 
reached the banks, in a handsome open low ground 
with cottonwood, after three miles walk. 

Here they saw two large brown bears, and killed 
tT1em both at the first fire: a circumstance which 
has never hefore occurred since we have seen that 
animal. Having made a meal of a part, and hung 
the remaincler 011 a tree, with a note for captain 
Clarke, they again ascended the bluffs into the open 
plains. Here they saw great numbers of the bur
rowing squirrel, also some wolves, antelopes, mule
deer, and vast herds of buffaloe. They soon crossed 
a ridge considerably higher than the surrounding 
plains, and from its top had a beautiful view of the 
Rockymountains,which are nowcompletelycovered 
with snow: their general course is from southeast 
to the north of northwest, and they seem to consist 
of several ranges, which successively rise above 
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with the small twigs of the chokecherry, which, 
being 1st ripped of their leaves, and cut into pieces 
about two inches long, were boiled in pure water 
till they produced a strong black decoction of all 
astringent bitter taste; a pint of _this he took at 
sunset, and repeated the dose an hour afterwards. 
By ten o'clock he was perfectly relieved from pain, 
a gentle perspiration ensued, his fever abated, and 
in the morning he was quite recovered. One of the 
men caught several dozen fish, of two species: the 
first is about nine inches long, of a white colour; 
round in shape; the mouth is beset, both above and 
below, with a rim of fine sharp teeth, the eye mo
derately large, the pupil dark, and the iris narrow 
and of a yellowish brown colour: tn form and size 
it resem hIes the white chub of the Potomac, though 
its head is proportionably smaHer; they readi.ly 
bite at meat or grasshoppers; but the flesh, though 
soft. and of a fine white colour, is not highly fla
voured. The second species is precisely of the form~ 
ami about the size of the fish known by the name 
of the hiccory shad or old wife, though it differs 
from it in having the outer edge of both the upper 
and lower jaw set with. a rim of teeth, and the 
tongue and palate also are defended by long- sharp 
teeth bending inwards. the eye is very large, th.e 
iris wide, and of a silvery colour; they do not in
habit muddy water, anci the flavour is much. supe
rior to that of the former species. Of the first kind. 
we had seen a few ,before we reached l\1aria's river; 
but had found none of th.e last before we caught 
them in the Missburi above its junction with. that 

-.fiv€¥" .. The white-cat continues as high as Maria'lf 
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we had ever before seen at a single view. To the 
southwest arose from the plain two mountains of a 
singular appearance, and more like ramparts of 
high fortifications than works of nature. They are 
square figures, with sides rising perpendicularly to 
the height of two hundred and fifty feet, formed of 
yellow clay, amI the tops seemed to be level plains. 
Finding that the river here bore considerably to 
the south, and fearful of passing the falls before 
reaching the llocky mountains, they now changed 
their course "to the south, and leaving tho~e in· 
sulated hills to the right, proceeded acro~s the 
plain. In this direction captain Lewis had gone 
about two miles, when his ears were saluted with 
the agreeable sound of a fall of water; and, as lIe 
advanced, a spray, which seemed driven by the 
high southwest wind, arose above the plain lik~ a. 
column of smoke, and vanished in an instant. Toward~ 
this point he directed his steps, and the noise in
creasing as he approached, soon became too tremen
dous to be mistaken for any thing but the great 
falls of the Missouri. Having travelled seven miles 
after first hearing the sound, he reached the falls 
about twelve o'clock. The hills, as he approached, 
were difficult of access, and two hundred feet high: 
down these he hurried with impatience, and seat
ing himself on some rocks under the centre of th~ 
falls, enjoyed the sublime spectacle of this stupen
dous object, which since the creation had been la
vishing its magnificence upon the desert, u~known 
to civili.zation. 

The river, immediately at its cascade, is three 
hundred yards wide, and is pressed in by a per-
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each other, fill the· mQst distant mingl('s with the 
douds.. After travelling twelve miles, they again 
met the river, where there was a halldsome plain 
of cottonwood; and although it was not sunset, amI 
they had only come twenty-seven miles, yet cap
tain Lewis felt weak from his late disorder, and 
tl)erefore determined to go no further that night. 
In the course of the day they killed a quantity of 
game, and saw some signs of otter as well as beaver, 
and many tracks of the brown hear: they also 
caught great quantities of the white fish mentioned 
yesterday. 

With the broad~leafed cottonwopd, which has 
formed the princ~pal timber of the :Missouri, js here 
mixed another spe~i~s, di#fering from the tirst only 
in the narrowness of its leaf, and the greater thick-
ness of its bark. The leaf is long, oval, acutely 
pointed, about two and a half or three inches long, 
and from three quarters of an inch to an inc'h il~ 

width; it is smooth and thick, sometimes slightly 
grooved or channelled, with the margin a little 
serrata, the upper disk of a common, the lower of 
a whitish green. 'This species seems to be preferrell 
by the beaver to the broad-leaved, probably be
cause·the former affords a deeper and softer bark. 

Thursday 13. They left their encampment at 
sun-rise, and ascending the river hills, went for six: 
miles in a course generally southwest, over a coun
try, which, though more waving than that of yes
terday. may still be considered level. At"the ex-

. tremity of this course they overlooked a most beau
tiful plain, where were infinitely more buffaloe thal~ 
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grove of the same tree, where are several Indian 
cahi IlS of sticks; below the point of them the river 
is divided by a large rock, several feet above the 
smface of the watery -and extending down the stream 
for twenty )Tards. At the distance of three hundred 
yards from the same ridge is a second abutment of 

soIilY perpendicular rock, about sixty feet high, 
projecting at right angles from the small plain on 
the north for one hundred and thi.rty-four yards 
into the river. After leaving this, the Missouri 
again spreads itself to its usual distance of three 
hundred yards, though witb more than its ord'llary 
rapidity. 

The hunters who had been sent ont now returned 
loaded with buffaloe meat, antI captain Lewis en· 
camped for the night under a tree near the JaIls. 
The men were again (lespatched to hunt for food 
against the arrival of the party, and ,captain Lewis 
walked down the river, to discover, if possible, some 
place where the canoes might be safely drawn on 
shore, in order to be transporte{l beyond the falls; 
He returned, however, without discovering any 
such spot; the river for three miles below being one 
continued succession of rapids and cascades, over
hung with perpendicular bluffs, froruone hundred 
and fifty to two hundred feet high: in short, it 
seems to have worn itself a channel through the 
solid rock. In the afternoon they caught in the falls 
some of both kinds of the white fish, and half a dozen 
of trout, from sixteen to twenty-three inches long, 
precisely resembling in form and the position of its 
fins, the mountain or speckled trout of the United 
States, except that the specks of the former are of 
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pendicular cliff on the left, which rises to about one 
hundred feet, and extends up the stream for a mile; 
on the right the bluff is also perpendicular for three 
hundred yards above the falls. For ninety or a 
hundred yards from the left cliff, the water falls in 
one smooth even sheet, over a precipice of at least 
eighty feet. The remaining part of the river pre
cipitates itself with a more rapid current, but being 
received as it falls by the irregtllar and somewhat 
projectihg rocliS below, forms a splendid prospect 
of perfectly white foam, two hundred yards ill 

length, and eighty in perpendicular elevation. This 
spray is dissipated into a thousand shapes, sometimes 
tIying up in columns of fifteen or twenty feet, 
which are then oppressed by larger masses of the 
white foam, on all which the sun impresses the 
brightest colours of the rainbow. As it rises from 
the fall it beats with fury against a ledge of rocks~ 
which extend across the river at one hundred and 
fifty yards from the precipice. From the perpen
dicular cliff on the north, to the distance of one 
hundred and twenty yards, the rocks rise only a 
few feet above the water; and when the river is 
high, the stream findi a channel across them forty 
yards wide, and near the higher parts of the ledge, 
which then rise about twenty feet, and terminate 
abruptly within eighty or ninety yards of the sou
thern side. Between them and the perpendicular 
cliff on the south, the whole body of water runs 
with great swiftness. A few small cedars grow near 
this ridge of rocks, which serves as a barrier to de
fend a small plain of about three acres, shaded with 
eottonwood; at the lower extremity of which is a. 
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without a single niche, and with an edge as straigM 
and regular as if formed by art, stretches itself 
from one side of the river to the other for at least a 
quarter of a mile. Over this it precipitates itself, 
in an even uninterrupted sheet, to the perpendicu
lar depth of fifty feet, whence dashing against the 
rocky bottom, it rushes rapidly down, leaving be
hind it a spray of the purest foam across the river. 
The scene which it presented, was indeed singu
larly beautiful, since without any of the wild irre..: 
gular sublimity of the lower falls, it combined all 
the regular elegances which the fancy of a painter 
would select to form a beautiful waterfall. The eye 
had scarcely been regaled with this charming pro
spect, when at the distance of half a mile captaill 
Lewis observed another of a similar kind: to this 
he immediately hastened, and found a cascade 
stretching across the whole river for a quarter of a 
mile, with. a descent of fourteen feet, though the 
perpendicular pitch was only six feet. This, too, in 
any other neighbourhood, would have been an ob .. 
ject of great magnificence;· but after what he had 
just seen, it became of secondary interest: his cu
riosity being however awakened, he determined to 
go on, even should night overtake him, to the head 
of the falls. He therefore pursued the southwest 
course of the river, which was one constant succes
lion of rapids and small cascades, at everyone of 
which the bluffs grew lower, or the bed of the 
river became more on a level with the plains. At 
the distance of two and a half miles he arrived at 
another cataraet of twenty-six feet. The river is 
here six hundred yards ,vide, but the descent is not 



UP THE MISSOURi. 

a deep black, while those of the lattei' are of a recl 
or gold colour; they have long sharp teeth on th@ 
palate amI tongue, and generally a small speck of 
red 011 each side behind the front ventral fills; the 
flesh is of a pale yellowish red, Of when in good 
order of a rose-coloured red. 

Friday 14. -This morning one of the men wa!!l 

sent to captain Clarke, with an account of the dis .... 
covery of the falls; and after employing the rest 
in preserving the meat, which had been killed yes
terday, captain Lewis proceeded to examine the 
rapids above. From the falls he directed his course 
southwest up the river. After passing one continue<l 
rapid, and three small cascades, each three or four 
feet high, he reached, at the distance of five miles. 
a second fall. The river is about f(Jur hundred yards 
wide, and for the distance of three hundred throws 
itself over, to the depth of nineteen feet, and so ir ... 
regularly, that he gave it the name of the Crooked 
falls. From the southern shore it extends obliquely 
upwards about one hundred and fifty yards, and 
then forms an acute angle downwards nearly to the 
commencement of four small islands close to the 
northern side. From the perpendicular pitch to 
these islands, a distance of more than one hundred 
yards, the water glides down a sloping rock with a 
velocity almost equal to that of-its fall. Above this 
faU the river bends suddenly to the northward; 
while viewing this places captain Lewis heard a 
loud roar above him, and crossing the point of a hill 
fora few hundred yards, he saw one of the most 
beautiful objects in nature: the whole Missouri is 
,ulldenly stopped by _ one shelviilg rock, which, 
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unruffled stream of water, as if unconscious of the 
ronghness it mnst soon encounter, and bearing 011 

its bosom vast flocks of geese, while numerous herds· 
of buffaloe are feeding on the plains which sur
round it. 

Captain Lewis then (lese ended the hill, and di
rected his ~ourse towards the river falling in from 
the west. He soon ~net a herd of at least a thousand 
buffaloE', and heing desirous of providing for sup
per, shot one of them ~ the animal immediately be
gan to bleed, apd captain Lewis, who had forgot
ten to reload his rifle, WlJ,S intently watching to see 
him fall, wh~n he beheld ::), Jarge brown bear, who 
was stealing on him unperceived, and was already 
within twenty steps. In the firs~ moment of sur
prise he lifted his rifle, bqt remembering inBtantly 
that it was not charged, and that he had not time 
to reload, he felt that ~here was np safety but ill 
flight. I~ was in the open level plain, 119t a bush 
llor a tree within three h~llldred yards, the b~nk of 
the river sloping, and 110t more tha1l three f~et 
high, so that th~re was no possible mode of con
cealment; captain Lewis therefore thought of r~
treating in a quick walk, as fas~ as the bear a~ 
vane ed, towards th(') nearest tree; but as soon as 
he turned, the bear ran open mouth, and at ful\ 
Fpeed, upon him. Captain Lewi~ ran about eighty 
yards, but finding that the allim:.tl gai~ed 011 hi~ 
fast, it flashed on his mind, that by get~ing int9, 
,he water to such a depth that the bear would ~ 
ohliged to attack him swimmincr there was still 

0' " 

some chance of his life ;he therefore turned short, 
plunged into the river about wai~t deep, imd facing 
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immediately perpendicular, though the river falls 
generally with a regular and smooth sheet; for 
about one third of the descent a rock protrudes to 
a small distance, receives the water in its passage, 
and gives it a curve. On the south side is a beau
tiful plain, a few feet above the level of the falls; 
on the north the country is more broken, amI there 
is a hill not far from the river. Just below the falls 
is a little island in the middle of the river well 
covered with timber. Here, on a cottonwood tree, 
an eagle had fixed its nest, and seemed the undis
puted mistress of a spot, to contest whose dominion 
neither man nor beast would venture across the 
gulfs that surround it, and which is further secured 
by the mist rising from the falls. This solitary bird 
could not escape the observation of the Indians, who 
made the eagle's nest a part of their description of 
the falls, which now proves to be correct in almost 
every particular, except that they did net do jus
tice to their height. Just above this is a cascade of 
about !ive feet, beyond which, as far as coulU be 
discerned, the velocity of the water seemed to 
abate. Captain Lewis now ascended the hill which 
was behiml him, and saw from its top a delightful 
plain, extending from the 1'i ver to the base of the 
Snow mountains to the south and southwest. Along 
this wide level country the Missouri pursued its 
winding course, filled with water to its even and 
grassy banks, while about four miles above it was 
joined by a large river, flowing from the northwest, 
through a valley three miles in width, and distin
guished by the timber which adorned its shores; 
~he ~issourj itself stretches to the south, in one 
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which the Indians call Medicine river, which they 
mentioned as emptying into the Missouri, just above 
the falls. After examining Medicine. river, captain 
Lewis set out, at half after six o'clock jn the even
ing, on his return towards the camp, \\hich he 
estimated at the distance of twelve miles. 

In going through the low grou~lds op ,Medicine 
river, he met an animal, which at a distance he 
thought was a wolf; hut on coming within sixty 
paces, it 'proved to be some brownish yellow ani
mal, 'standing near its burrow, which, when he 
came nigh, crouched, aild seemed as i£ about to 
spring on him. Captain Lewis fired, and the beast 
disappeared in its burrew. From the track,. and the 
general appear=;lnce of the animal, he supposed it to 
be of the tiger kind, He then went on, but as if 
the beasts of the forest had conspired against him, 
three buffaloe bulls, which were fee€ling with a 
large herd at the distance of half a mile, left their 
companions, and ran at full speed towards him. lle 
turned round, and, unwilljng to give up the field, 
advanced towards them: when they came within 
a hundred yards, they stopped, 10ol{ed at him for 
some time, and then retreated. as they came. He 
now pursued his route in the dark, reflecting on 
the strange adventures and sights of the day, which 
crowded on his mind so rapidly, that he. should 
have been inclined to belie·ve it all enchantment, if 
the thorns of the prickly pear, piercing.his feet, did 
not dispel at every moment the illusion. He at last 
reached the party, who had been :very anxipu5 for 

. his safety, and who had already decided 011 ·the 
rQute which each should ·take iJ: .. the m9rtJillg ~o 
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about, presented the point of his espontoon. 1 he 
bear arrived at the water's edge, within twenty 
feet of him, but. as soon as he put himself in this 
'posture of defence, he seemed frightened, and wheel
ing about, retreated with as much precipitation 38 

he had pursued. Very glad to be released from this 
danger, J:!aptain Lewis returned to the shore, and 
obserVl!d him run with great speed, sometimes look
ing back, as if he expected to be pursued, till he 
reached the woods. He could 110t conceive the 
cause of the sudden alarm of the bear, but congra
tulated himself 011 his escape, when he saw his own 
track torn to pieces by the furious animal; and 
learned, frOID the whole adventure, never to suffer 
his rifle to be a moment unloaded. 

He now resumed his progress in the direction 
which the bear had taken towards the western 
river, and found it a handsome stream, about two 
hundred yards wide, apparently deep, with a gen
tle current; its waterl;l clear, and its banks, which 
were formed principally of dark brown and blue 
clay, are about the same height as those of the 
]\iissouri, that is from three to five feet: Villat was 
singular was, that the ri ver does not seem to over-; 
flow its banks at any season; while it might be 
presumed, from its vicinity to the mountains, that 
the torrents, arising from the melting of the snows. 
would sometimes tause it to swell beyond its limits • 

. The contrary fact' would induce a belief, t.hat the 
Rocky mountains yield their snows very reluctantly 
and equably to the sun, and are not often drenched 
by 'Very heavy rains. This river is, no doubt, that 
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fair day and a southwest willl}; The river was now 
so crowded with islands, that within the distance of 
tell miles and a half we passed eleven of different 
dimensions before reaching a high black bluff in a 
bend on the left, where we saw a great· number of 
swallows. ,Vithin one mile and a half further we 
fl3ssed four small islands, two on each side, and at 
fifteen miles from our encampment reached a spring, 
which the men called Grog spring; it is on the nor
thern shore, and at the point where Tansy river 
approaches within one hundred yards of the Mis
souri. From this place we proceeded three miles to 
a low bluff on the north, opposite to an island, and 
spent the night in an old Indian encampment. The 
hluffs under which we passed were composed of a 
blackish clay amI coal fol' about eighty feet, above 
which, for thirty or forty feet, is a brownish yellow 
earth. The river is very raphl, llnd obstructed by 
hars of gravel and stone of different shapes and 
sizes, so that three of our canoes were in great 
danger in the course of the day. We had a few 
drops of rain about two o'clock in the afternoon. 
The only animals we killed were elk and deer; but 
we saw great numbers of rattle-snakes. 

Thursday 13. The morning was fair and there 
was some dew on the ground. After passing two 
islands we reached, at the distance of a mile and a 
balf, a small rapid stream, fifty yards wide, empty
ing itself on the south, rising in a mountain to the 
southeast about twelve or fifteen miles distant, and 
at this time covered with SIlOW. As it is the channel 
for the melted snow of that mountain, we called it 
Snow river. Opposite to its entrance is anotllcr 
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look for· him;· Being much fatigued, he supped; 
and slept well during the night. 

Saturday 15. The men were again sent out to 
bring in the game killed yesterday, and to procure 
more; they also obtained a number of fine tr?lut, 
and several small cat-fish, weighing about four 
pounds, and differing from the white cat-fi!th lower 
down t?e Missouri. On awaking this morning, cap
tain Lewis found a large rattle-snake coiled on the 
trunk of a tree under which he had been sleeping. 
He killed it, and found it like th.oBe we had seen 
before, differing from those of the Atlantic states, 
not in its colours, but in the form and arrangement 
of them; it had one hundred and seventy scuta on 
the abdomen, and seventeen half-formed scuta on 
the tail. There is a heavy dew on the grass about 
the camp every morning, which no doubt proceeds 
frorothe mist ofthe falls, as it takes place no where 
ill the plains nor on the rivet e:tcept here. The' 
messenger .gent to captain Clarke returned with in
formation of his having arrived fiV'e miles below at 
a rapid) which he did not think it prudent to ascend, 
and would wait till captain Lewis and his party re
joined him. 

On Tuesday 11 th, the day when captain Lewis 
left lis, we remained at the entrance of Maria's 
river, and completed the deposits of all the articles 
with which we could dispense. The morning had 
been fair, with a high wind froro the southwest, 

. which shifted in the evening to northwest, when 
the weathet: became cold and the" iild high. The 
next morning, 

Wednesday 12, we left our encampment with a 
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great difficulty, in consequence of the increased 
rapidity of the current. Thecharinel is constantly 
OiJstructed by rocks and dangerous rapids. During 
the whole progress, the men are in the water haul
ing the canoes, and walking on sharp rOCKS and 
round stones, whic11 cut their feet or cause them to 
fall. The rattle~snakes too are so numerous; .that the 
men are 'constantly on thei'r guard agai11st~being 
bitten by them; yet they bear their fatigues with 
the most undiminished cheerfulness. We -hear the 
roar of the falls very distinctly this morning. At 
three amI three quarter miles we came to a rock in 
a bend, to the south, resembling a tower; At siX: 
and three quarter miles we reached a large creek 
011 the south, which, after one of our men, we called 
Shields's creek. It is rapid in its eourse, about 
thirty yards wide; and, on sending a person, five 
miles up it, proved to have a fall of fifteenfeetj 
and some timber 011 its low ground. Above this 
river the bluffs of the Missouri are of red'earth,. 
mixed with stratas of. black' stone; below; it we 
passed some white clay in the banks; whichmixe9 
with water in every respect 'like flour. At th,ed 
and three quarter miles we reached a' point on the 
north, oppo'site an island and a bluff;: and one mile, 
and a quarter fu rther, after passing: some red bluff~; 
came to on the north side, having: made' tW'elve 
miles. Here we found a rapid so 8ifficult:. that we 
did not think proper to attempt' the passage this 
evening, and therefore sent tooaptain Lewis to 
apprise him of our arrivaL W~e; saw a number of 
geese. ducks, crows, and blackbirds to-day, the.two 
former with their young. The river rose a little 
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island. At one mile and three quarters is a black 
blu ff,of slate on the south; nine miles beyond which .. 
after passing ten islands, ,ve came to on the southern 
shore, near an old Indian fortified camp, opposite 
the lower point of an island, having made thirteen 
miles. The number of islands and shoals, the rapi
dity of the river, and the quantity of large stones, 
rendered the navigation very disagreeable: along 
the banks we distinguished several low bluffs, or 
cliffs of slate. There were great numbers of geese 
and goslings; the geese not being able to fly at this 
season. Gooseberries are ripe, and in great abun
dance; the yellow currant is also common, but not 
yet ripe. Our game consisted of buffaloe and goats. 

Friday 14. Again the day is fine. 'We made two 
miles, to a small island in the southern bend, after 
passing several bad rapids. The current becomes 
indeed swifter as we ascend, and. the canoes fre
quently receive water as we drag them with diffi
cultyalong. At the distance of six miles we reached 
captain Clarke's camp on the fourth, which is on 
the north side, and opposite to a large gravelly 
bar. Here the man, sent by captain Lewis, joined 
us, with the pleasing intelligence, that he had dis
covered the falls, and was convinced, that the 
course we were pursuing was that of the true Mif
souri. At a mile and a half, we reached the upp<'r 
point of an island, three quarters of a mile beyond 
which we encamped on the south, after making 
only ten and a quarter miles. Along the river was 
but little timber, but much hard slate in the bluffs. 

Saturday 15. The morning being warm amI fair, 
we set out at the usual h~ur, but proceeded witb 
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Since leaving Maria's river, the wife of Chabo· 
neau, our interpreter, has been dangerously ill; 
but she now found great relief from the mineral 
water of the sulphur spring. It is situated about 
two hundred yards from the Missouri, into which 
it empties over a precipice of rock about twenty
five feet high. The water is perfectly transparent, 
strongly impregnated with sulphur, and we suspect 
iron also: as the colour of the hills and bluffs ill 
that neighbourhoo(l indicates the presence of that 
metal. In short the ,vater, to all appearance, is pre· 
cisely similar to that of Bowyer's sulphur spring ill 
Virginia. 

l\ionday 17. Captain Clarke set out with five 
men to explore the country; the rest were employed 
in hunting, making wheels, and in drawing the 
five canoes and all the baggage up the creek, which 
we now called Portage creek: from this creek there 
is a gradual ascent to the top of the high plain. 
while the bluffs of the creek lower down, aJld of the 
:Missouri, both above and below its entrance, were 
so steep as to have rendered it almost impracticable 
to drag them up from Hle Missouri. 'Ve founel 
great difficulty, and some danger, in even ascend
ing the creek thus far; in consequence of the ra.., 
l)ids and roc]\s of the channel of the cree Ii, which 
just above where we brought the canoes, has a faU 
of five feet, and high and $teep bluffs beyond it: 
we were very fortunate in finding, just below P()r-: 
tage creek, a cottollwood tree, about twenty-twQ 
inches in diameter, and large enough to make the 
carriage wheels: it was, perhaps, the only one of 
the same size within twenty miles; and the cotton":' 



bp THE MlSSOURI. 

this evening: hut the timber is still so scarce, that 
we could not procure enough for our use during 
the night. 

Sunday, June 16. Some rain fell last night, and 
this morning the weather was cloudy and the wind 
high from the southwest. We passed the rapid by 
doubly, manning the periogue and canoes, ami 
halted at the distance of a mile and a quarter, to 
examine the rapids above, which we found to be a 
continued succession of cascades as far as the view 
extended, which was about two miles. About a 
mile above where we halted was a large creek fall
ing in on the south, opposite to which is a large 
sulphur spring falling over the rocks on the 
north: captain Lewis arrived at two fro~ the falls 
about five miles above us; and after consulting 
upon the subject of the portage, we crossed the 
river and formed a camp on the north, having come 
three quarters of a mile to-day. From our own ob
servation, we had lieemed the south side to be the 
most favourable for a portage; but two men, sent 
out for the purpose of examining it, reported that 
the creek and the ravines intersected the plain so 
deeply, that it was impossible to cross it. Captain 
Clarke therefore resolved to examine more minutely 
what was the best route:' the four canoes were U11-

l{)aded at the camp and then sent across the river. 
where, by means of strong cords, they were hauled 
over the first rapid, whence they may be easily 
drawn into the creek. Finding too, that the portage 
would be at all events too long to erotble us to carry 
the boats on our shoulders, six men were set to work 
to JPal>.e wheels f9f carriages to transport them, 
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the surface of the berry is covered with a glutinous 
adhesive matter, and its fruit, though ripe, retains 
its withered corolla. The shrub itself seldom rises 
more than two feet high, is much branched, and 
has no thorns. The leaves resemble those of the 
common gooseberry, except in being smaller, all(l 
the berry is supported by separate peduncles' or 
footstalks half an inch long. There are also immense 
quantities of grasshoppers of a brown colour in the 
plains; and they no doubt contribute to the low
ness of the grass, which is not generally more than 
three inches high, though it is soft, narrow-leaved, 
and affords a fine past).lfe for the buffaloe. 

Wednesday 19. The wind blew yiolently to-day! 
as it did yes~erday, and as it does frequently in this 
open country, where there is not a tree to break or 
oppose its force. Some men were sent for the mea~ 
~illed yesterday, which fortunately had not been 
discovered by the wolves. Another party_ went to 
:Medicine river in quest of elk, which we hope may 
be induced to resort there, from there being more 
"'ood in that neighbourhood than on the :Missouri. 
All the rest were occupied in packing the baggage 
~nd mending their moccasins, in order to prepare 
for the portage. We caught a number of the white 
fIsh, but no cat-fish or trout. Our poor Indian 
woman, who hac! recovered so far as to walk' o~t, 
imprudently ate a quantity orthe white apple, which 
with some dried fish occasioned a ret~rn of her fever. 

The meridian altitude of the suo's lower limb, as 
pbserved with octant by back observation, was 53° 

~~::. giving as the latitude of our c~mp, 47° 8' 59." 
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wood, which we are obliged to employ in the other 
parts of the work, is ~xtremely soft and brittle. 
The mast of the white periogue, which we mean to 
leave behind, supplied us with two axletrees. There 
are vast quantities of buffaloe feeding in the plains, 
or watering in the river, whjch is also strewed with 
the flQating carcases and limbs of these animals. 
They go il) large herds to water about the falls; 
and as all the pallsages to the river near that place 
are narrow and steep, the foremost are pressed into 
the river by the impatience of those behind. In this 
way we have seen t.en or a dozen disappear over 
the falls in a few minutes. They afford excellent 
food for the wolves, bears, and birds of prey; ami 
this circumstance may account for the reluctance 
(If the bears to yield their'dominion over the neigh
bourhood. 

Tuesday 18. The periogue was drawn up a little 
below our camp, and secured in a thick copse of 
willow bushes. We now began to form a cache, or 
place of deposit, and to dry our goods and other 
articles which required inspection. The wag-gons 
too are completed. Our hunters brought us teu 
deer, and we shot two buffaloe out, or a herd that 
came to water at the sulphur spring. 

There is a species of gooseberry growing. abun
dantly among the rocks on the sides of the cliffs: 
it is now ripe, of a pale red colour, about the size 
of the common gooseberry; and, like it, is an ovate 
pericarp of small pulp enveloping a number of small 
whitish coloured seeds, and consisting of a yellowish 
elimy mucilaginous substance, with a sweet taste; 

WIL. ~~ 3 A 
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in the middle of the ri ver, and one near the left 
shore, at the distance of three miles, opposite to 
t:he head of which lie encamped, near the-mouth &f 
a creek, which appeared to rise in the South moun
tain. These three islands are opposite to each other, 
and we gave them the name of the ,White-beal 
islands, from observing some of those animals 011 

them. He killed a beaver, an elk; and eight buf
faloe. One of the men, who was sent a short distance 
from the camp, to bring borne some meat, was at
tacked by a white bear,- and closely pursued within 
forty paces of the camp, and narrowly escaped: being· 
caught. Captai-n Clarke immediately went with 
three men in quest of the bear, which he was afraid 
might surprise :mother of the hunters, who was out 
collecting the game. The bear was, however, too 
quick, for before captain Clarke could reach the 
man, the bear had attacked him, and compelle(l 
him to take refuge in the water. He, now ran off 
as they approached, and it being late, they deferr¢d 
pursuing him till the llex.t morning. 
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Thursday 20. As 'we were desirous of getting; 
ineat enough to last us during the portage, so that 
the men migM not be «.liverted from their labour to 
look for food, we sent out four hunters to-'uay: they 
killed eleven buffaloe. This was indeed an easy 

labour, for there are vast herds coming constantly 
to the opposite hank of tile river to water; they seeni 

also to make much use of the minetal water of the 
sulphtir spring, hut whether fro~ ChOlCt', or !v:cause 
it is more convenient than the river, we c:vmot de
termine, as they sometime"s pass near the spring and 
go on to the river. Besides this spring,' brad.ish 
water, or that of a dark colour iillpregnated with 
mineral salts, such as we have frequently inet 011 

the Missouri, may be found in small quantities, in 
some of the steep ravines on the north side of the 
river opposite to us, and at the falls. 

Captain Clarke returned this evening, having 
examined the whole course of the river, and fixerl 
the route most -practicable for the portage. Tee 
first day, 17th, he was occupied in measuring the 
heights and distances along the banks of the river. 
and slept near a ravine, at the foot of the crooked 

falls; havil~g ve-ry narrowly escaped falling into 
the river, where he "'OU ld have perished inevitablJ; 
in descending the cliffs near the grand cataract. 

The next day, 18th, he continued the same occu
pation, and arrived, in the afternoon, at the junc
tion of Medicine and Missouri rivers; up the latter 

he ascended, and passed at the distance of a mile 
an island and a little timber in an eastwardly ben(l 

of the river. One mile beyond this he came to the 

lower point of a large island; another small island 
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river, which is one hundred and thirty-seven yards 
in width. The Ullited current continues three hUll
dred and twenty-eight poles to a smaH rapid on the 
north side, from which it gradually widens to olle 
thousand four hundred yards, and at the distallc6 
of five hundred and forty-eight poles reaches the 
head of the rapids, narrowing as it approaches 
them. Here the hills on the north, which had with
drawn from the bank, closely border the river, 
which, for the space of three hundred and tweHty 
poles, makes its way over the rocks with a descent 
of thirty feet: in this course, the current is con
tracted to five hundred and eighty yards, and after 
thro\'iing itself over a small pitch of five feet, forms 
a beautiful cascade of twenty ... six feet five inches; 
this does not, however, fall immediately perpendi-" 
cular, being stopped by a part of the rock, which 
projects at about one-third of the distance. After 
descending this fall, and passing the cottonwood 
island on which the eagle has fixed its nest, the 
river goes on for five hundred and thirty-two poles 
over rapids and little falls, the estimated descent of 
which is thirteen feet six inches, till it is joined by 
a large fountain boiling up underneath the rocks 
near the edge of the river, into which it falls with 
a cascade of eigh t feet. It is of the most perfect 
clearness, and rather of a bluish cast: and even 
after falling into the Missouri, it preserves its colour 
for half a mile. From this fountain the river des
cends, with increased rapidity, for the distance of 
two hundred and fourteen poles, during which the 
estimated descent is ~ ve feet: from this, for a dis
tance of one hundred and thirty-five poles, the 

~. . ~ 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Descrivion and romantic appearance of the lIIi,souri at the junction of tt~ 
Medicine river-the difficlll!y or trall.porting the haggage at the falls-the 
party employed in the eon,truetion of a boat of skins-the emharrassments 
they had to enrounter for want of proper materials-during the work th~ 
party much troubled by white bears-violent hail-slorm, and providential 
escape of ealltain Clarke and hi.~ parly-description of a remarkable foun
tain-singular explosion heard from the Black moulllai ",-the boat found 
to be insufficient, and the serious disappointment of tire party-captain 
Clarke undertakes to repair the damage by Inlilding canoes, and accom
plishes the task. 

ON the 19th, captain Clarke not being able to 
find the bear mentioned in the last chapter, spent 
the day in examining the country both ahove and 
below the Whitebear islands, and concluded, tha t 
the place of his encampment would be the best 
point for the extremity of the portage. The men 
were therefore occupied in drying the meat to be 
left here~ Immense numbers of buffaloe are every 
where round, and they saw a summer duck which 
is now sitting. The next morning, 20th, he crossed 
the level plain, fixed stakes to mark the Ioute of 
the portage, till he passed a large ravine, which 
would oblige us to make the portage farther from 
the river: after this, there being no other obstacle, 
he went to the river where he had first struck. it~ 
and took its courses and distances down to the camp. 
From the draught and survey of captain Clarke, 
we had now a clear and connected view of th.e fa1]=,. 
cascades, and rapids of the Missouri. 

This river is three hundred yards wide, at the 
point wlt~re it le~eives the waters of ~lediGine 

. " 
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the river during that course, makes the descent six 
feet. - As it goes on, the descent within the next 
two hundred and forty poles is only four feet: from 
this passing a run or deep ravine, the descent for 
four hundred poles is thirteen feet; within two hun
dred and forty poles a second descent of eighteen 
feet; thence one hundred and sixty poles a descent 
of six feet; after which to the mouth _ of Portage 
creek, a distance of'two hundred and eighty' poles, 
the descent is ten feet. From this survey and esti
mate, it re!!ults that the river experiences a descent 
of three hundred and fifty-two feet in the course of 
two and three quarter miles, from the commence
ment of the rapids to the mouth of Portage creek, 
exclusive of the almost impassable rapids which 
extend for a mile below its entrance. 

The latitude of our camp, below the entrance of 
Portage creek, was found to be 47° 7' 10.3", as 
.leduced from' a meridian altitude of the sun's lower 
limb, taken with octant by back qbserva~ion, giv-
i!lg 53° 10'. ' 

Friday, June 21. Having made the necessary 
preparations for continuing our route, a part of the 
baggage was carried across the creek into the high 
plain, three miles in advance, and placed on .pne of 
the carriages with truck wheels:' the rest of the 
party was employed in drying meat and dres;;ing 
elk skins. We killed several mule-deer and an elk, 
and observed, as usual, vast quantities of buffaloe, 
who came to drink at the river. For the first time 
on the :Missouri we have seen near the falls a specie$ 
of fishing-duck, the body of which is brown and 
white, the wings white, and the heal[ and uppel." 
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river descends fourteen feet seven inches, including 
a perpendicular fall of six feet seven inches. The 
river has now become pressed into a space of four 
hundred and seventy-three yards, and here forms 
a grand cataract, by falling over a plain roc1i, the 
whole distance across the river, to the depth of 
forty-seven feet eight inches: after recovering it
self, the Missouri then proceeds with an estimated 
descent of three feet, till, at the distance of one 
hundred and two poles, it again is precipitated down 
the Crooked falls, of nineteen feet perpendicular: 
below this, at the mouth of a deep ravine, is a fall 
of five feet; after which, for the distance of nine 
huudred and seventy poles, the descent is much 
more gradual, not being more than ten feet, and 
then succeeds a handsome level plain, for the space 
of one hundred and seventy-eight poles, with a 
computed descent of three feet, making a bend to
wards the north. Thence it descends, during four 

• hundred and eighty poles, about eighteen feet and 
a half, when it makes a perpendicular fall of two 
f,eet, whi~h is ninety poles beyond the great cata
ra!!t; in approaching which, it descends thirteen 
feet within two hundred yards, and gathering 
strength from its confined channel, which is only 
two hundred amI eighty yards wide, rushes over 
the fall to the depth of eightY-13even feet and three 
quarters of an inch. After raging among the rocks, 
and losing itself in foam, it is compressed imme
diately into a bed of ninety-three yards in width: 
it continues for three hundred and forty poles to the 
entrance of a run or deep ravine, where there is a 
[all of three feet, which, joined to the decline of 
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river are not so fertile as those from the mouth O'r 
the l\Iuscleshell and thence downwards; there is 
much more stone on the sides of the hills and on the 
broken lands than is to be found lower down. We 
saw in the plains vast quantities of buffaloe, a num
ber of small birds, and the large brown curlew, 
which is now sitting, and lays its eggs, which are 
of a pale blue with black specks, on the ground 
without any nest. There is also a species of lark, 
much resembling the bird called the oIdfielcllark, 
with a yellow breast and a black spot on the croup, 
though it differs from the latter in having its tail 
formed of feathers of an ullequallength ami pointed, 
the beak too is somewhat longer and more curved, 
and the note differs considerably. The prickly pear 
annoyed us very much to-day by sticking through 
our moccasins. As somI as ·we had kindled our fires 
we examined the meat which captain Clarke bad 
left here, but found that tlte greater part of it had 
been taken by the wolves. 

Sunday 23. After we had brought up the canoe 
oud baggage, captain Clarke went down to the camp 
at Portage creek, where four of the men had been 
left with the Indian woman. Captain Lewis during 
the morning prepared the camp, and in the after
noon went down in a canoe to Medicine river to 
look after the three men who had been sent thither 
to hunt on the 19th, and from whom nothing had ai 
yet been heard. He went up the river about half a 
mile, and then walked along the right bank, hal
looing as he went, till at the distance of five mile. 
he found one of them, who had fixed his camp on 
ihe opposite bank, where he had killellseven deer, 
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part of the neck of a brick red, with a narrow beak, 
which seems to be of the same kind common in the 
Susquehanna, Potomac and James's river. The 
little wood which this neighbourhood affords, con
sists of the broad and narrow-leafed cottonwood, 
the box-alder, the narrow and broad-leafed willow, 
the large or sweet willow, which was not common 
below Maria's river, but which here attains the 
~ame size, and has the same appearance as in the 
Atlantic states. The undergrowth consists of roses, 
gooseberries, currants, small honeysuckles, and the 
redwood, the inner part of which the engages, or 
watermen, are fond of smoking, when mixed ,vith 
tobacco. . 

Saturday 22. We now set out to pass the portage, 
and halted for dinner at eight miles distance near a 
little stream. The axletrees of our carriage, which 
had been made of an old mast, and the cottonwood 
tongues, broke before we came there; but we re
newed them with the timber of the sweet willow, 
which lasted till within half a mile of our intended 
camp. when the tongues gave way, and we were 
obliged to tali,e as much baggage as we could carry 
on our backs down to the river, where we formed 
an encampment in a small grove of timber opposite 
to the White-bear islands. Here tbe banks on both 
sides of .the river are handsome, level, and exten
f!ive; that near our camp is not more than two feet 
above the surface of the water. The river is about 
eight hundred yards wide just above these islands, 
ten feet deep in most places, and with a very gentle 
cQrre~t. The plains, however, on this part of the 
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scarcely able to ~tand for more than a few minutes 
from the heat and fatigue: they are all obliged to 
halt and rest frequently, and at almost every stop
ping place they fall, and many of them are asleep 
in an instant; yet no one complains, and they go 
on with great cheerfulness. At their camp Drewyer 
and Fields joined them; and while captain Lewis 
was looking for them at l\Iedicine river, they re
turned to report the absence of Shannon, about 
whom they had been very uneasy. They had killed 
sever~l buff aloe at the bend of the Missouri above 
the falls: and dried about eight hundred pounds of 
meat and got one hundred pounds of tallow: they 
had also killed some deer, but had seen no elk. 
After getting the party in motion with the canoes, 
captain Clarke returned to his camp at Portage 
creek. 

We were now occupied in fitting up a boat of 
skins, the frame of which had heen prepared for the 
purpose at Harper's ferry. It was made of iron, 
thirty-six feet long, four feet and a half in the 
beam, and twenty-six inches wide in the bottom. 
Two men had been sent this mornillg for timber to 
complete it; but they could find scarcely any even 
tolerably straight sticks four and a half feet loflg, 
and as the cottonwood is too soft and brittle we were 
obliged to use the willow and box-alder. 

Tuesday 25. The party returned to the lower 
camp. Two men were sent on the large island to 
look for timber. J. Fields was sent up the Missouri 
to hunt elk; hut he returned about noon, and in
formed us that a few miles above he saw two white 
bears near the river, and in attempting to fire at 



UP THE I\HSSOUaI. 

lind dried about six hundred pounds of buffaloc 
meat, but had killed no elk, the animal chiefly 
wanted. He knew nothing of his companions, ex
eept that on the day of their departure from camp 
he had left them at the falls and come on to Medi
cine river, not having seen them since. As it was 
too late to return, captain Lewis passed over on a 
raft, which he made for the purpose, and spent the 
night at Shannon's camp; and the next morning, 

Monday 24, sent J. Fields up the river with 
orders to go fonr miles and return, whether he found 
the two absent hunters or not; then descending the 
southwest side of Medicine river, he crossed the 
Missouri in the canoe, and sent 8hannon back to 
his camp to join Fields and bring the meat which 
they had killed: this they did. and arrived in the 
evening at the camp on White-bear islands. A part 
of the men from Portage creek also arrived with 
two canoes and baggage. On going down yester
!lay captain Clarke cnt off several angles of the 
former route, so as to shorten the portage consi
derably, and marked it with stakes: he arrived 
there in time to have two of the canoes carried up 
iu the high plain, about a mile in advance. Here 
they all repaired their moccasins, and put on double 
Boals to protect them from the prickly pear and 
from the sharp points of earth which have been 
formed by the trampling of the buffaloe during the 
late rains: this of itself is sufficient to render the 
portage disagreeable to one who had no burden; 
but as the men araloaded as heavily as their strength 
will permit, the crossing is really painful: some are 
limping with the soreness of their feet, others are 
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the sail, and the wind carried her along for some 
distance. 

Wednesday 26. Two men were sent on the oppo~ 
~ite side of the river for bark and timber, of which 
they procured some, but by no means enough for 
our purposes. The barJr of the cottonwood is too 
loft, and our only dependence is on the sweet willow, 
which has a tough strong bark. The two hunters 
killed seven buffalof', A party arrived from below 
with two canoes and baggage, and the wind being 
from the southeast, they had made considerable 
progress with their sails. On their arrival, one of 
the men, who had been cons~derably heated and 
fatigued, swallowed a very hear*y draught of water, 
and was immediately taken ill; captain Lewis bled 
him with a penknife, having no other instrument at 
hand, and succeeded in restoring him to health the 
next day. Captain Clarke formed a second cache 
or deposit Qear the camp, and placed the swivel 
under the rocks near the river. The antelopes are 
still scattered through the plains; the females with 
their young, which are generally two in nllmber •. 
and the males by themselves, . 

Thursday 27. The party were employed in pre
paring timber for the boat, except two who were 
sent to hunt. About one in the aft~rnoon a cloud 
arose from the southwest and brought with it vio .. 
lent thunder, lightning, and hail: ~oon after it passed 
the hunters came in from about four miles ab(}v~ 
us. They had killed nine elk, and three bears. A,. 
they were hunting on the river ,they saw a low 
ground covered with thick brushwood, where, froOl 
the tracks along shore, they thought a bear bad 
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(them came suddenly on a third, who being only a 
few steps off, immediately attacked him; that in 
running to escape from the monster he leaped down 
a steep bank of the river, where falling on a bar of 
stone he cut his hand and knee, alld bent hill gun; 
but fortunately for him the bank concealed him 
from his antagonist or· he would have been most 
probably lost. The other two returned with a small 
quantity of bark and timber, which was all they 
'could find on the island; but they had killed two 
elk: these were valuable, as we are desirous of pro
curing the skins of that animal in order to cover 
the boat, as they are more strong and durable than 
those of the buffaloe, and do not shrink so much in 
drying. The party that went to the lower camp 
had one canoe and the baggage ca.rried into the 
high plain, to be ready in the morning; and then 
all who could make use of"their feet had a dance 
on the green to the music of a violin. We have 
'been unsuccessful in our attempt to catch fish, nor 
does there· seem to be any in this part of the river. 
·We observe a number of water terrapins. There are 
great quantities of young blackbirds in these islands 
just beginning to fly. Among the vegetable pro
ductions We ob3erved a species of wild rye, which 
is now heading; it rises to the height of eighteen or 
twenty inches, the beard remarkably fine and soft, 
the culen is jointed, and in every respect except in 
height it resembles the wild rye. Great quantities 
of mint too, like the peppermint, are found here. 

The winds are sometimes violent in these plains. 
The men inform us, that as they were bringing one 
pf the canoes along on truck-wheeli they hoisted 
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are obliged to sleep with our arms by ow; sides, for 
fear-of accident, and we cannot send one man alone 
to any distance, particularly if he has to p~ss through 
brushwood. We saw two of them to-day, on the 
large island opposite to us; but as we are all so 
much occupied now, we mean to reserve ourselves 
for some leisure moment, and then mak,e a party 
to drive them from the islands. The r~ver hasriseq 
nine inches since our arrival here. 

At Portage ,creek cap~~in Clarke compJ.eted the 
cache, in which we deposited; whatever we could 
spare from our baggage: some ammunitioQ~ pro~i
~ions, books, the speciD;lens of plants and minerals, 
and a draught of the river from its entrance to for~ 
Mandan. After closing it he broke up the encamp
ment, and took on all th,e remaining bagg~ge t~ 
the high plain, about three miles. Port~ge cree~ 

has risen considerably in consequence of the rain, 
and the water had become of a deep crit9s~)O co~our, 
and ill tasted. On o,vertakillg the canoe, h~ found 
that there was more baggage than could 1jJe carried 
on the two carriages, and therefore left some of 
the heavy articles which could not be injur~d, an4 
proceeded on to Willow-run, where he encall.lp,e~ 

for the night. Here they made a supper Qn two 
buffaloe, which they killed on the way; but J¥lS8~cJ' 
the night in the rain, with a high wind fro~ th' 
louth-west. In the morning, 

Saturday 29, finding it impossible to reach the 
end of the portage with their p,resent load, in con. 
sequence of the state of the road after the rain, h' 
lent back nearly all his party to bring on the arti
cles which had been left yesterday. H;1Ving' lost 
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probably taken refuge: they therefore landed, with~ 
out making a noise, and climbed a tree ahout twenty 
feet above the ground. Having fixed themselves 
securely, they raised a loud shout, and a bear in
stantly rushed towards them. These animals never 
climb, and therefore when he came to the tree an (1 
stopped to look at them, Drewyer shot him in the 
head; he proved to be the largest we have yet seen, 
his nose appeared to be like that of a common ox, 
his fore-feet measured nine inches across, and the 
hind-feet were seven inches wide, and eleven and 
three quarters long, exclusive of the talons. One of 
these animals came within thirty yards of the camp 
last night, and carried off some buff'aloe meat, 
which we had placed on a pole. In the evening 
after the storm the water on this side of the river 
became of a deep crimson colour, probably caused 
by some stream above washing down a kind of soft 
red &tone, which we observe in the neighbouring 
bluff's and gullies. At the camp below, the men 
who left us in the morning were busy in preparing 
their load for to-morrow I which were impeded by 
the rain, hail, and the hare! wind from the north
west. 

Friday 28. The party all occupied ill making 
the boat; they obtained a sufficient quantity of 
willow bark to line her, and over these were placed 
the elk skins, and when they failed we were obliged 
to use the buff aloe hide. The white bear have now 
become exeeedingly troublesome; they constantly 
infest our camp during the night, aud though they 
have not attacked us, as our dog, who patroles all 
night, givei us ,notice of tQeir approach/ yet Wi 
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at the danger, that, but for captain Clarke, himself 
and his wife and child would have been lost. So 
instantaneous was the rise of the water, that before 
captain Clarke had reached his gun, and began to 
ascend the bank, the water was up to his waist, and 
he could scarce get up faster than it rose, till it 
reached the height of fifteen feet with a furious 
current, which, had they waited a moment longer, 
would have swept them into the river just above 
the great falls, down which they must inevitably 
have been--precipitated~ They reached the plain ill 
safety, and found York, who had separated from 
them just before the storm to hunt some buffaloe, 
and was now returning to fi~ld his master. They 
had been ohliged to escape so rapidl'y, that captain 
Clarke lost his compass and umbrella, Chaboneau 
left his gun, shot:-pouch and tomahawk, and the 
Indian woman had just time to grasp her child. 
before the net, in which it lay at her feet, was car
ried down the current. He npw relinquished his 
intention of going up the river, and returned to the 
camp at Willow-run. Here he found that the party, 
sent this morning for the baggage. had all returned 
to camp in great confusioll, leaving their load!! ill 
the plain. On account of the heat, they generally 
go nearly naked, and with no covering on their 
heads. The hail was so large, and driven so furi-:
ousl y against them by the high wind. that it ~nocked 
several of them down: one of them, particularly. 
was thrown on the ground three times, and most of 
them bleeding freely. and complained of being 
much bruisec:l. Willow-run had risen six feet since 
the raiu, and as the plains were 'so' wet that they 
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some notes and remarks, which he had made on first 
ascending the river, he determined to go up to the 
Whitebear islands along its banks, in order to sup
ply the deficiency. He there left one man to guard 
the baggage, and went on to the falls, accompanie(l 
by his servant York, Chaboneau, and his wife with 
her young child. On his arrival there he obscrve(l 
a very dark cloud rising in the west, which threat
ened rain. and looked around for some shelter; but 
could find no place where they would be secure 
from being blown into the river, if the wind should 
prove as violent as it sometimes does in the plains. 
At length, about a quarter of a mile above the 
falls, he found a deep ravine, where there were 
some shelving rocks, under which he took refug('. 
They were on the upper side of the ravine near the 
river, perfectiy safe from the rain, and therefore 
laid down their guns. compass, and other articles 
which they carried with them. The shower was at 
first moderate, it then increased to a heavy rain, 
the effects of which they did nQt feel: soon after a 
torrent of rain and hail descended; the rain seemed 
to fall in a solid mass, and instantly collecting ill 
the ravine, came rolling down in a dreadful cur
rent, carrying the mud and rocks, and every thing 
that opposed them. Captain Clarke fortunately saw 
it a moment before it reached them, and springing 
up with his gun and shot-pouch in his left hand, 
with his right clambered up the steep bluff, push- . 
ing on the Indian woman with her child in her 
arms; her husband too had seized her hand, ami 
was pulling her up the hill; but he was so terrificcl 
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its blueish cast for half a mile down the Missouri, 
notwithstanding the rapidity of the river. After 
examining it for some time, captain Lewis returned 
to the camp. 

Sunday 30. In the morning captain ~larke sent 
the men to bring up the baggage left in the plains 
yesterday. On their return, the axletrees and car
riages were repaired, and the baggage conveyed 
on the shoulders of the party across 'Willow-run, 
which had fallen as low as three feet. The carriages 
being then taken over, a load of baggage was car
ried to the six-mile stake, deposited there, al1(1 
the carriages brought back. Such is the state of 
the plains, that this operation consumed the day. 
Two men were sent to the falls, 10 look for the 
articles lost yesterday; but they found nothing but 
the compass covered with mud and sand at the 
mouth of the ravine: the place at which captain 
Clarke had been caught by the storm, was filled 
with large rocks. The men com,plain much of the 
bruises received yesterday from the hail. A more' 
than usual number of buffaloe appeared about the 
camp to-day, and furnished plenty of meat: cap
tain Clarke thought that at one view he must haV'e 
seen at least ten thousand. In the course of the day 
there was a heavy gust of wind from the south
west, after which the evening was fair. 

At the Whitebear camp we had a heavy dew this 
morning, which is quite a remarkable occurrence. 
The party continues to be occupied with the boat, 
the cross-bars for which are now finished and there • 
remain only the strips to complete the wood work: 
the skins necessary to cover it have already been 
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could not proceed, they passed the night at their 
camp. 

At the Whitebear camp also, we had not been 
insensible to the hail-storm, though less exposed. 
In the morning' there had been a heavy shower of 
rain, after which it became fair. After assigning 
to the men their respecti ve employments, captain 
Lewis took one of them, and went to see the large 
fountain near the falls. For about six miles he 
passed through a beautiful level plain, and then on 
reaching the break of the river hills, was overtaken 
by the gust of wind from the southwest, attended 
by lightning, thunder and rain: fearing a renewal 
of the scene on the 27th, they took shelter in a 
little gully, where there were some broad stones, 
with which they meant to protect themselves 
against the hail; but fortunately there was not 
much, and that of a small size, so that they felt 
no inconvenience, except that of being exposed 
without shelter for an hour, and being drenched by 
the rain: after it was over, they proceeded to the 
fountain, which is perhaps the largest in America. 
It is situated in a pleasant level plain, about twentJ
five yards from the river, into which it falls over 
some steep irregular rocks with a sudden ascent of 
about six feet in one part of its course. The water 
boils up from among the rocks, and with such force 
near the centre, that the surface seems higher there 
than the earth on the sides of the fountain, which is 
a handsome turf of fine green grass. The water is 
extremely pure, cold', and pleasant to the taste, not 
being impregnated with'lime, or any foreign sub
Itance. It is perfectly transparent; and contilluei 
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lies above Portage creek: from this south 18° west 
for four miles, passing the head of a drain or ravine 
which falls into the Missouri below the great falls, 
fmd to the Willow-run,' which has always a plen
tiful supply of goocl water and some timber: here 
the course turns to south 45° west for four miles 
further; then south 66 0 west three miles, crossing, 
at the beginning of the comse, the head of a drain, 
which falls into the Missouri at the Crooked Falls, 
and reaching an elevated point of the plain from 
which south 42° west. On approaching the river 
on this course, there is a long and gentle descent 
from the high plain, after which the road turns a 
little to the right of the course up the river to our 
camp. The whole portage is seventeen and three 
quarter miles. 

At the Whitebear camp we were occupied with 
th8 boat, and digging a pit for the purpose of 
making soine tar. The day has been warm, and the 
moschetoes troublesome. We were fortunate enough 
to observe equal altitudes of the sun with sextant, 
which, since our arrival here we have been pre
vented from doing by flying clouds and storms in 
the evening. 

Tuesday, J ul y 2. A shower of rain fell very early 
this morning. We then despatched some men for 
the baggage left behind yesterday, and the rest 
were engaged in putting the boat together. This 
was accomplished in about three hours, and then 
we began to sew on the leather over the crossbars 
of iron on the inner side of the boat, which form the 
ends of the sections. By two o'clock the last of the 
baggage arrived, to the great delight of the party 
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prepared, and they amount to twenty-eight elk
skins, and four bufl'aloe skins. Among our game 
were two beaver, which we have had occasion to 
observe always are found wherever there is timber. 
We also killed a large bat, or goatsucker, of which 
there are many in this neighbourhood, resembling. 
in every respect, those of the same species in the 
United States. We ha ve not seen the leather-winged 
bat for some time, nor are there any of the small 
goatsucker in this part of the Missouri. We have 
not seen either that species of goatsucker or night
hawk, called the whip-poor-will, which is commonly 
confounded, ill the United States, with the large 
goatsucker which we observe here: this last pre
pares no nest, bu.t lays its eggs in the open plains; 
they generally begin to sit 011 two eggs, and we 
believe raise only one brood in a season: at the 
present ~omellt they are just hatching their young. 

Monday, July l. After a severe day's work, 
captain Clarke reached our camp in the evening, 
accompanied by his party. and all the baggage, 
except that . left at the six-mile stake, for which 
they were too much fatigued to return. The route 
from the lower camp on Portage creek to that near 
Whitebear island, having been now measured and 
examined by captain Clarke, was as follows: 

From our camp_opposite ,the last consi!lerabie 
rapid to the entrance of Portage creek south 9° east 
for three quarters of a mile: thence on a COUTEe 

south 10° east for two miles, though for the canoes 
the best route is to the left of this course, and strikes 
Portage one mile and three quarters from its en
trance, avoiding in this way a very steep hill, which 
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of the prickly pear, on which we conclude they 
chiefly subsist. The moschetoes are uncommonly 
troublesome. The wind was again high from the 
northwest. 

The!le winds are, in fact, always the coldest and 
most violent which we experience; and the hypo
thesis which we have formed on that subject is, that 
the air, coming in contact with the Snowy moun.:. 
tains, immediately becomes chilled and condensed; 
and being thus rendered heavier than the air below, . 
it descends into the rarified air below, or into the 
vacuum formed by the constant action, of the sun 
on the open unsheltered plains. The clouds rise 
suddenly Ilear these mountains, and distribute their 
contents partially over the neighbouring plains. 
The same cloud w.ill discharge hail alone in one 
part, hail and rain in another, and rain only in a 
third, and all within the space of a few miles; 
while, at the same time, there is snow falling on 
the mountains to the southeast of us. There is at 
present no snow on those mountains; that which 
covered them on our arrival, as well as that which 
has since fallen, having disappeared. The moun
tains to the north and northwest of us are still 
entirely covered with snow; and indeed there has 
been no perceptible diminution of it since we :first 
saw them. which induces a belief, eitber that the 
clouds 'prevailing at this season do not reach thei, 
summits, or that they depo5it their snow only. They 
glisten with great beauty when the sun shines on 
them in a particular direction, and, most probably, 
from this glittering appearance have derived the 
name of the Shining mountains. 
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who were anxious to proceed. The moschetoes we 
find very troublesome. 

Having completed our celestial observations we 
went over to the large island to make au attack 
upon its inhabitants, the bears, who have annoyed 
us very much of late, and who were prowling about 
our camp aU last night. We found that the part of 
the island frequented by the bear forms an almost 
impenetrable thicket of the broad-leafed willow: 
into this we forced our way in parties of three; but 
could see only one bear, who instantly attacked 
Drewyer. Fortunately, as he was rushing on, the 
hunter shot him through the heart, within twenty 
paces, and h,e fell, which enabled Drewyer to get 
out of his way: we then followed him one hundred 
yards, and found that the' wound had been mortal. 
Not being able to discover any more of these ani
mals, we returned to camp: here, in turning over 
some of the baggage, we caught a rat, somewhat 
larger than the common European rat, and of a 
lighter colour; the body and outer parts of the legs 
amI head of a light lead colour; the inner side of 
the legs as well as the belly, feet and ears are white; 
the ears are not covered with hair, and are much 
larger than those of the common rat; the toes al~o 
are longer, the eyes black and prominent, the whis
kers very long and full. the tail rather longer than 
the body, and covered with fine fur and hair of the 
same size with that on the bacli, which is very close, 
short, and silky in its texture. This was the first 
we had met, although its nests are very frequent 
among the cliffs of rocks and hollow trees, where 
we also found large quantities of the shells and see(l 
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heard at different periods of the day and night, 
sometimes when the air is perfectly still and with-

_out a cloud, and consists of one stroke only, or of 
five or six discharges in quick succession. It is loud, 
and resembles precisely the sound of a six-pound 
piece of ordnance at the distance of three miles. 
The Minnetarees frequently mentioned this noise 
like thunder, which they said the mountains made; 
hut we had paid no attention to it, believing it to 
ha ve been some superstition, or perhaps a falsehood. 
The watermell also of the party say, that the Paw
nees and Ricaras give the same account of a noise 
heard in the Black mountains to the westward of 
them. The solution of the mystery, given by the 
philosophy of the watermen, is, that it is occasioned 
by the bursting of the rich mines of silver confined 
within the bosom of the mountain. 

An elk and a beaver are all that were killed to
day: the buffaloe seemed to have withdrawll from 
our neighbourhood, though several of the men, who 
went to-day to visit' the falls for the first time, 
mention that they are still abundant at that place. 
'Ve contrived, however, to spread not a very sump
tuous but a comfortable tabl€ in honour of the day, 
and in the evening gave the men a drink of spirits, 
which was the last of our stock. Some of them ap-

- pea red sensible to the effects of even so small a 
quantity, and as is usual among them on all festi· 
vals, the fiddle was produced, and a dance begun, 
which lasted till nine o'clock, when it was inter
rupted by a heavy shower of rain. They continued, 
llOwever, their merriment till a late hour. 

friday 5. The boat was brought up 'into a higll 
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Wednesday 3. Nearly the whole party were 
employed in different labours connected with the 
boat, which is now almost completed: but we have 
not as _yet been able to obtain tar from our kiln, a 
circumstance that will occasion us not a little em
barrassment. Having been told by the Indians, that 
on leaving the falls we should soon pass the buf
faloe country, we have before ns the prospect of 
fasting occasionally; but in order to provide a sup
ply, we sent out the hunters, who killed only a buf
faloe and two 'antelopes, which, ad4ed to six beaver 
and two otter, have been all our game for two or 
three days. At ten in the morning we had a slight 
shower which scarcely wet the grass. 

Thursday, July4. The boat was now completed, 
except what is, in fact, the most difficult part, the 
making her seams secure. We had intended to 

. despatch a canoe with part of our men to the United 
States early this spring; but not having yet seen 
the Snake Indians, or knowing whether to calculate 
on their friendship or enmity, we have decided not 
to weaken our party, which is already scarcely 
sufficient to repel any hostility. We were afraid. 
too, that such a measure might dishearten those 
who remain; and as we have never suggested it to 
them, they are all perfectly and enthusiastically 
attached to the enterprise, and willing to encoun
ter any danger to ensure its success. We had a 
heavy dew this morning. 

Since our arrival at the falls we have repeatedly 
heard a strange noise coming from the mountains 
in a direction a little to the north of west. It ii 

\'OL. I. S D 
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ground· completely; and on collecting some of it, 
it lasted during the day, ani served to cool the 
water. The red and yellow currant is abundant, 
and now ripe, although still a little acid~ We have 
seen in this neighbourhood what we have not met 
before, a ~emarkably small fox, which associates 
in bands, and burrows in the prairie, like the small 
wolf, but have not yet been able to obtain any of 
them, as they are extremely vigilallt; and betake 
themselves on the slightest alarm io their burrows, 
which are very deep. 1\ 

Sunday 7. The weather is warm but cloudy, so 
that the moisture, retained by the bal'k after the 

• rain, leaves it slowly, though we .have ,small fireS 
constantly under the boat. W ehav~ ·uo ten:ts, and 
therefore are obliged to use the sails to .keep (loft'the 
bad weather. Our buffaloe skins, too, are scarcely 
sufficient to cover our baggage; bnt the men are 
110W dressing others to replace their present.leathtr 
clothing, which soon rots by being so consta>ntly 
exposed to water. In the eveningtbe hunters. re
turned with the skins of only three buffiil.oe, two 
antelope, four deer, and three wolf skins, and re
porteel that the buffaloe had gOile further downAhe 
river; two other hunters, who left us this In-orning, 
could find nothing except one elk: in addition .to 
this we caught a beaver. The mascheto.es still dis
turb us very much, and the blowing-flies swarm ill 
vast numbers round the boat. At four in the after
noon we had a slight shower of rain attended with 
lome thunder and lightning. 

:Monday 8. In order more fully to replace the 
notes of the river which he ha~ lost •. and which he 
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situation, and fires kindled under her, in order to 
dry her more expeditiously. pespairing now of 
procuring any tar, we formed a composition of 
pounded charcoal with bees-wax and buffaloe tal
low to supply its place; should this resource fail us, 
it will be very unfortunate, as in every other res
pect the boat answers our purposes completely. 
Although not quite dry, she can be carried with 
ease by five men; her form is as complete as could 
be wished; very strong, and will carry at least 
eight thousand pounds with her complement of 
hands. Besides our want uf tar, we have been un
lucky in sewing the skins with a needle, which 
had sharp edges instead of a point merely, although 
a large thong was used in order to fill the hole, 
yet it shrinks in drying, and leaves the hole open, 
so that we fear the boat willleal{. 

A large herd of buffaloe came near us, and we 
procured three of them: besides which were killed 
two wolves and three antelopes. In the course of 
the day other herds of buffClloe came near our camp, 
on their way down the river: these herds move 

with great method and regularity. Althoug'h tell 
or twelve herds are seen scattered from each other 
over a space of many miles, yet if they are undis
turbed by pursuit, they will be uniformly travel
ling in the same direction. 

Saturday 6. Last night there were several show
ers of rain and hail, attended with thunder and 
lightning: and about darbreak a heavy storm 
came on from the south-west, with one contilluc(l 
roar of thunder,and rain, and hail. The hail. 
which was· as large as musket balls, covered th~ 
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without pitch is impossible, and as none of tllat 
article is to be procured, we therefore, however re
luctantly, are obliged to abandon her, after having 
11ad so much labour in the construction. We now 
saw that the section of the boat covered with buf
faloe skins, on which hair had been-left, answered 
better than the elk skins, and leaked but little; 
while that part, which was covered with hair about 
one-eighth of an inch, retained the coni]JositiOll per
fectly, and remained sound and dry. From this we 
perceived, that had we. employed buffaloe instead 
of elk skins, and not singed th~m so closely as we 
have done, carefully avoiding to cut the leather ill 
sewing, the boat would have been sufficient even 
with the present composition; or had we singed in
stead of shaving the elk skins, we might have suc
ceeded. But we discovered our error too late..: the 
buffaloe had deserted us, the travelling season was 
80 fast advancing, that we had no time to spare for 
experiments, and therefore finding that she could 
be no longer useful she was sunk in the water so as 
to soften the skins, and enable us the more easily 
to take her to pieces. It now became necessary to 
provide other means for transporting the baggage, 
which we hadilltended to stow in her. For thi8 
purpose we shall want two canoes; but for many 
miles below the mouth of the Muscleshell river to 
this place we have not seen a single tree fit to be 
used in that way. The hunters, however, who had 
hitherto been sent after timber, mention that there 
is a low ground on the opposite side of the river, 
about eight miles above us by land, and more than 
twice that distauCi by water, in which we ma,.. 
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was prevented from supplying by the stonn of the 
29thult., captain Clarke set out after breakfast, 
taking with him nearly the whole party with a view 
of shooting buffaloe, if there should be any neal' 
the falls. After getting some distance in the plains, 
the men were divided into squads, and he with tWQ 
others struck ~he :Missouri at the entrance of IVle" 
,dicine river, and thence proceeded down to th~ 
great cataract. He found that the immense herds 
of buffaloe have entirely disappeared, and he 
thought had gone below the falls. Havillg made 
the necessary measurements, he returned through \ 
the plains and reached camp late in the evening; 
the whole party had killed only three buffaloe, 
three antelopes and a deer; they had also shot a 
small fox:, and' brought a living ground~squirrd 
somewhat larger than those of the 11 nited States. 

The day was warm and fair, but a slight rain fell 
in the afternoon. The boat having now become 
sufficiently dry, we gave it a coat of the composi
tion, which after a proper interval was repeated, r 

and the next morning, 
Tuesday 9, she was launched into the water, and 

'swam perfectly welle: the Beats were then fi.xed~ 

and the oars fitted: but after we had loaded her, as 
well as the. canoes, and were on the point of setting 
out, a violent wind caused the waves to wet the 
baggage, so that we were forced to unload them. 
The wind continued high till evening, when, to our 
great disappointment, we discovered that nearly an 
the .composition had separated from the ekins, and 
left the seams perfectly exposed; so that the boat 
now leaked very much. To repair tbis mi~fortllue 
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with fishing; and although we had thought, 011 

our arrival, that there were none in this part of the 
ri ver, we caught some of a species of white chub 
below the falls, but few in number, and small in 

I 
size. 

Sergeant Ordway, with four canoes and eight 
men, had set sail in the morning, u'ith part of the 
baggage, to the place where captain Clarke had 
fixed his camp; but th~ wind was so high, that he 
only reached within three miles of that place, and 
~ncamped for the night. 

Thursday, July 11. In the morning one of the 
canoes joined captain Clarke: the other three ha- _ 
ving on hoard more valuable articles, which would 
have been injured hy the water, went on more 
cautiously, and did not reach the camp till the 
evening. Captain Clarke then had the canoes un

loaded and sent back, but the high wind prevented 
their floating down nearer than about eight miles 
above us. His party were busily engaged with the 
canoes, and their hunters supplied them with three 
fat deer and a buffaloe, in addition to two deer and 
an antelope killed yesterday. The few men, who 
were with captain Lewis, were occupied in hunt
ing, but not with much succes., having killed only 
(me buffaloe. They heard about sunset two dis
charges of the tremendous mountain artillery: they 
also saw several very large gray eagles, much 
larger than those of the United States, and most 
prohably a distinct species, though the bald eagle 
of this country is not quite so large as that of the 
United States. The men have been much afflicted 
with -painful ~?itlows, -and one of them disabled 
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probably find trees 1?A'ge enough for our purposes, 
Captain Clarke therefore determined to set out by 
land for that place with ten of the best workmen, 
who would be occupied in building the canoes till 
the rest of the party, after taking the boat to pieces, 
and making the necessary deposits, should transport 
the baggage, and join them with the other six 
canoes. 

Wednesday 10. He accordingly passed over to 
the opposite side of the river with his party, and 
proceeded on eight miles by land, the distance by 
water being twenty-three and three quarter miles. 
Here he found two cottonwood trees, but on cut
ting them down, one proved to be hollow, split at 
the top in falling, and both were much damaged 
at the bottom. He searched the neighbourhood, 
but could find none which would suit better, and 
therefore was obliged to make use of those which 
he had felled, shortening them in order to avoid 
the cracks, and supplying the deficiency by making 
them as wide as possible. They were equally at a 
loss for wood, of which they might make handlei 
for their axes, the eyes of which not being round, 
they were obliged to split the timber in such a 
manner, that thirteen of the handles broke in the 
course of the day, though made of the best wood 
they could find for the purpose, which was the 
chokecherry. 

The rest of the party took the frame of the boat 
to pieces, deposited, it in a cache or hole, with a 
draught of the country from fort Mandan to this 
place, and also some other papers and small articles 
pf less importance, After this we amused ourselves 
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land to join captain L hrke. From the head of the 
·Whitebear i.-lauds he proceeded in a southwest di
rection, at the distallce of three miles, till he struck 
the Missouri, which he then followed till he reathed 
the place where all the party were occupied in 
boat-building. 

On his way he passed a very large Indian lodge, 
which was probably designed as a great council
house; but it differs in its construction from all 
that we have seen lower down the JV!iSS{)Uii or 
elsewhere. The form of it was a circle, two hUll

dred and sixteen feet ill circumference at the base, 
and composed of sixteen large cottonwood poles, 
about fifty feet long, and at their thicker ends, 
which touched the ground, about the size of a man's 
body: they were distributed at equal distances, 
except that one was omitted to the east, probably 
for the entrance. From the circumference of this 
circle, tne poles converged towards the centre, 
where they were united and secured by large withes 

~ 

of willow brush. There was no covering over tbis 
fabric, in the centre of which were the remains of 
a large fire, and round it the marks of about eighty 
leathern lodges. He also saw a number of turtle
doves, and some pigeons, of which he shot one, dif. 
fering in no respect from the wild pigeon of the 
United States. 

The country exhibits its usual appearances, the 
timber confined to the river; the country on both 
sides, as far as the eye can reach, being entirely 
destitute of trees or bush. In the low ground ill 
which we are building the canoes, the timber is 
larger and more abundant than we have seen it 011 
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from working by this complaint in his hand. 
Friday 12. In consequence of the wind, the ca

noes did not reach the camp till late in the after
noon, before which time captain Lewis sent all the 
men he could spare up the river, to assist in build
ing the boats, and the day was too far advanced to 
reload and send them up before morning. The 
moschetoes are very troublesome; and they have a 
companion not less so, a large black gnat, which 
does not sting, but attacks the eyes in swarms. 
The party with captain Clarke are employed on 
the canoes; in the course of the work sergeant 
Pryor dislocated his shoulder yesterday, but it was 
replaced immediately, and, though painful, does 
not threaten much injury. The hunters brought in 
three deer and two otter. This last animal has been 
numerous since the water has become sufficiently 
dear for them to take fish. The blue-crested fisher, 
or, as it is sometimes called, the king-fisher, is an 
inhabitapt pf this part of the liver; it is a bird I are 
(Ill the Missouri; indeed we had not seen more"'than 
three or four of them from its entrance to 1\1 aria's 
river, and even those did not seem to reside 011 the 
Missouri, but on some of the clearer streams which 
empty into it, as they were seen near the mouths 
of those streams. 

Saturday 13. The morning being fair and calm, 
captain Lewis had all the remaining baggage em
barked on board the six canoes, which sailed \\ itb 
two men in each for the upper camp. Then with 
a sick man and the Indian woman, he left the en". 
~ampment, and crossing over the river, went on by 

VOL. I. 3 E 
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tery run; it contains back water only, with very 
extensive low grounds, which rising into large 
plains reach the mountains on the east; then passed 
a willow island on the left, within one mile and a 
haH~ and reached two miles further a cliff of rocks 
in a bend on the same side. III the course of ano
ther mile and a half he passed two islands, covered 
with cottonwood, box-alder, sweet-willow, and the 
usual undergrowth, like that of the Whitebear 
islands. At thirteen and three quarter miles he came 
to the mouth of a small creek on the left; within 
the following nine miles he passed three timbered 
islands, and after making twenty-three and three 
quarter miles from the lower camp, arrived at the 
point of woodland on the north where the canoes 
were constructed. 

The day 'was fair amI warm; the men worked 
very industriously, and were enabled by the even
ing to launch the boats, which now want only seats 
and oars to be complete. One of them is twenty
five, the other thirty-three feet ill length, and three 
feet wide. Captain Lewis walked out between three 
and four miles, over the rocky bluffs, to a high si
tuation, two miles from the river, a little below 
Fort :Mountain creek. The country which he saw 
was in most parts level, but occasionally became 
varied by gentle rises and descents, but with no 
timber except along the water. 1!'rom thi,s positipll, 
the point at which the Missouri enters the first chain 
of the Rocky mountains, bore south 28° west about 
twellty-fi ve miles, according to our estimate. 

The northern extremity of that chain north 
73

0 

west, at the distance of eighty milei. 
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the l\Iissouri for several hundred miles. The ~oil 
too is good, for the grass and weeds reach about 
two feet high, being the tallest we have observed 
this season, though on the high plains and prairies 
the _ grass is at no season above three inches in 
height. Among these weeds are the sand-rush, and 
nettle in small quantities. The plains are still in
fested by great numbers of the small birds already 
mentioned, among whom is the brown curlew. The 
current of the river is here extremely gentle: the 
buff aloe have not yet quite gone, for the hunters 
brought in three in very good order. It requires 
SOlUe diligence to supply us plentifully, for as we 
reserve our parched meal for the Rocky mountains, 
where we do not expect to find much game, our 
principal article of food is meat; and the consump
tion of the whole party amounts to four deer, an 
elk and a deer, or one buffaloe, every twenty-four 
hours. The moschetoes and gnats persecute us 
as violently as below, so that we can get no sleep 
unless defended by biers, with which we are all 
provided. We here found several plant~, hitherto un
known to us, and of which we preserved specimens. 

Sergeant Ordway proceeded with the six canors 
five miles up the river; but the wind becOlning so 
high as to wet the baggage, he was obliged to un
load and dry it. The wind abated at five o'clock 
ill the evening, when he again proceeded eight 
miles, antI encamped. The next morning-, 

Sunday, July 14, he joined us 'about noon. On 
Ieavi1lg the Whitebear camp, he passed at a short 
distanc~ a little creek or run coming in on the left. 
This had been already examined l and caned Flat .. 



378 LEWIS AND CLARKE'S EXPEDITION 

CHAPTER XII. 

The party t'mhal'k on hoard the canoes--Description of Smith's river-Cha_ 
racter of the country, &c.-Dearborne's river descrihed-Captain Clarke 

precedes the party for the purpose of discovering the Indians of the Rocky 
monntains-Magnificent rocky appearances on the borders of the rwer 
denominated the Gate, of tl)e Ro('ky IDonutains-ClIptain Clarke ar";ves at 
the three forks of the Missonri without overtaking the IndianH-The party 
:Jrrive at the three furks, of which a particular and interesting description 

is given. 

Monday, July 15. WE rose early, embarked all 
our baggage on board the canoes, which, though 
light in number are still heavily loaded, and at ten 
o'clock set out on our journey. At the distllnce of 
three miles we passed an island, just above which 
is a small creek coming in from the left, which we 
called Fort Mountain creek, the channel of which 
is ten yards wide, but now perfectly dry. At six 
miles we came to an island opposite to a bend 
towards the north side; and reached. at seven and 
a half miles, the lower point of a woodland at the 
entrance of a beautiful river, which, in honour of 
the secretary of the navy, we called Smith's river. 
This stream falls into a bend on the south side of 
the Missouri, and is eighty yards wide. As far as 
we could discern its course, it wound through a 
charming valley towards the southeast, in which 
many herds of huffaloe were feeding, till at the dis
tance of twenty-five miles it entered the Rocky 
m?untains, and was lost from our view. After dining 
near this place, we proceeded on four and three 
quarter miles to the head of an island, four and a 
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To the same extremity of the second chain 
north 65" west one hundred and fifty miles. 

To the most remote point of a third and conti
nued chain of these mountains north 50° west about 
two hundred miles. 

The direction of the first chain was from south 
20° east to north 20° west; of the second, from 
south 45 east to north 45° west; but the eye could 
not reach their southern extremities, which most 
probably may be traced to Mexico. 

In a course south. 65 degrees west, and at the 
distance of eight miles is a mountain. which, from 
its appearance, we shall call Fort Mountain. It i3 
situated in the level plain, and forms nearly a 
square, each side of which is a mile in extent. 
These sides, which are composed of a yellow clay. 
with no mixture of rock or stone whatever, rise 
perpendicularl y to the height of three hundred 
feet, where the top becomes a level plain, cOTered. 
as captain Lewis now observed, with a tolerably 
fertile mould, two inches thick, on which was a coat 
of grass similar to that of the plain below: it has 
the appearance of being perfectly inaccessible, and 
although the mounds near the falls somewhat re-

'.semble it, yet none of them are so large. 
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or run in a bend on the left side, and four ruile' 
further another run or small rivulet on the right. 
After breakfasting on a buffaloe, shot by one of the 
hunters, captain Lewis resolved to go on a-head of 
the party to the point where the river enters the 
Rocky mountains, and make the necessary obser
vations before our arrival. He thC'l'efore set out 
with Drewyer and two of the sick men, to whom 
he supposed the walk would be useful: he travelled 
on the north side of the river through a handsome 
level plain, which continued on the opposite side 
also; and at the distance of eight miles passed a 
small stream, on which he observed a considerable 
quantity of the aspen tree. A little before twelve 
0' clock he halted on a bend to the north in a low 
ground well covered with timber. about four and a 
half miles below the mountains, and obtained a. 
meridian altitude, by which he found the latitude 
was N. 46° 46' 50" 2'''. His route then lay through 
a high waving plain to a rapid, where the Missouri 
first leaves the Rocky mountaills, and here he en
camped for the night. 

In the meantime we had proceeded after break
fast one mile to a bend on the left, opposite to which 
'was the frame of a large lodge situated in the 
prairie, constructed like that already mentioned 
above the Whitcbear islands, but only sixty feet in 
diameter: round it were the remains of about eighty 
leathern lodges, all which seemed to have been 
built during the last autumn; within the next fifteell 
and a quarter miles we passed ten islands, 011 the 
last of which we encamped near the right shore, hav
ing made twenty.,.,three miles. The next morning~ 
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quarter miles beyond which is a second island on 
the left; three and a quarter miles further, in a 
bend of the river towards the north is a wood, where 
we encamped for the night, after making nineteen 
and three quarter miles. 

We find the prickly pear, one of the greatest 
beauties as well as the greatest inconveniences of 
the plains, now in full bloom. The sunflower, too, a 
plant common 011 every part of the :Missouri from 
its entrance to this place, is here very abundant 
and in bloom. The lamb's-quarter, wild cucumber, 
sandrush and narrowdock, are also common. Two 
elk, a deer and an otter, were our game to-day. 

The river has now become so much more crooked 
than below, that we omit taking all its short mean
ders, but note only its general course, and lay down 
the small bends on our daily chart by the eye. The 
general width is from one hundred to one hunched 
and fifty yards. Along the banks are large beds of 
sand raised above the plains; and as they always 
appear on the sides of the river opposite to the 
southwest exposure, seem obviously brought there 
from the channel of the river by the incessant winds 
from that quarter: we find also more timber than 
for a great distance below the falls. 

Tuesday 16. There was a heavy dew last night. 
We soon passed about forty little booths, formed of 
willow bushes, as a shelter against the sun. These 
seemed to have been deserted about ten days, and, 
as we supposed, by the Snake Indians or Shoshonees, 
whom we hope soon to meet, as they appeared from 
tlle tracks to have a number of horses with them. 
At three and three quarter miles we passed a creek 
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lower end of it, which is the first we have seen near 
the river for a great distance. A ruile beyond cap
tain Lewis's camp we had a meridian altitude which 
gave us the latitude of 46° 42' 14" 7'''. As th~ 
canoes were still heavily loaded, all those not em
ployed in working them walked on shore. The 
navigation is now very laborious. The river is deep, 
but with little current, and from seventy to one 
hundred yards wide; the low grounds are very 
llarrow, with but little timber, and that chiefly the 
aspen tree. The cliffs are steep, and hang over the 
river so much, that often we could not cross them, 
but were obliged to pass and repass from one side 
of the river to the other, in order to make our way. 
In some places the banks are formed of rocks of 
dark black granite, rising perpendicularly to a 
great height, through which the river seems in 
the progress of time to have worn its channel. On 
these mountains we see more pine than usual, bllt 
it is still in small quantities. Along the bottoms, 
which have a covering of high grass, we observe 
the sunflower blooming in great abundallce. The 
Indians of the Missouri, and more especially those 
who do not cultivate maize, make great use of the 
seed of this plant for bread, or in thickening their 
soup. They first parch and then pound it between 
two stoijes until it is reduced to a fine meal. Some
times they add a portion of water, and drink it thus 
diluted: at other times they add a sufficient pro
portion of marrow grease, to reduce it to the con
sistency of common dough, and eat it in that man
ller. This last composition we preferred to all the rest, 
f!.nd thought it at that time a very palatable dish, 
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Wednesday 17, we set out early, and at four 
miles distance joine(l captain Lewis at the foot of 
the rapids, and after breakfast began the passage of 
them. Some of the articles most liable to be injured 
by the water were carried round. We then don ble
manned the canoes, and with the aid of the towing
line got them up without accident. For several 
miles below the rapids the current of the Missouri 
becomes stronger as y<Hl approach, and the spurs of 
the mountain advance towards the river, which is 
deep, and not more than seventy yards wide; at 
the rapids the river is closely hemmed in on both 
sides by the hills, and foams for half a mile over the 
rocks which obstruct its channel. The low gruunJs 
are now not more than a few yards in width; but 
they furnish room for an Indian road, which winds 
under the hills on the north side of the river. The 
general range of these hills is from southeast to 
northwest, and the cliffs themselves are about eig,'ht 
hundred feet above the water, formed almost entirely 
of a hard black granite, on which are scattered a 
few dwarf pine and cedar trees. Immediately in the 
gap is a large rock, four hundred feet high, whirh 
on one side is washed by the Missouri, while on its 
other sides a handsome little plain separates it from 
the neighbouring mountains. It may be ascended 
with some difficulty nearly to its summit, and af
fords a beautiful prospect of the plains below, in 
which we could observe large herds of buffaloe. 
After ascending the rapids for half a mile, we came 
to a small island at the head of them, which we 
~alled Pine -island, from a large pine tree at the 
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The bushes are small, sometimes 110t more than two 
feet high, and rarely exceed eight iliches. They 
are proportionably small in their stems, growing 
very thickly, associated in clumps. The fruit is of 
the same form, but for the most part larger, and of 
a very dark pl,lrple. They are now ripe, and in 
great perfection. There are two species of goose
herry here, but neither of them yet ripe: nor are 
the chokecherry, though in great quantities. Be
siues there are also at that place the box alder, red 

. willow, and a species of sumach. In the e\'ening 
\ve saw some mountain rams or big-horned animals, 
but no other game of any sort. 

After leaving Pine iEland we passed a small run 
Oll the left, which is formed by a large spring, 
Jising at the distance of half a mile under the 
mountain. One mile and a half above the island is 
another, and two miles further a third island, the 
Tiver making small bends constantly to the north. 
From this last island to a point of rocks on the south 
side, the low grounds become rather wider; and 
three quarters of a mile beyond these rocks, in a 
bend on the north, we encamped opposite to a very 
l1igh cliff, having made during the day eleven and 
a half miles. 

Thursday 18. This morning early before our de
parture, we saw a large herd of the big-horned 
animals, who were bounding among the rocks ill 
the opposite cliff with great agility .. These inac
cessible Epots secure them from aU their enemies: 
and the only danger is in wanciering among these 

. precipices, where we should suppose it scarcely 
possible for any animal to stand; a single false str" 
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There is little of the broad-leafed cottonwood on 
this side of the falls, much the greater part of what 
we see being of the narrow-leafed species. There 
are, however, great quantities of red, purple, yel
low and black currants. The currants are very 
pleasant to the taste, and much preferable to those 
of our common garden. The bush rises to the height 
of six or eight feet; the stem simple, branching 
and erect. These shrubs associate in corps either in 
upper or timbered lands, near the water courses. 
The leaf is peteolate, of a pale green, and in form 
resembles the red currant, so common in Our gar
dens. The perianth of the fruit is one-leaved, five 
cleft, abbriviated and tubular. The corolla is mo-
Ilopetalious, funnel-shaped, very long, and of a fine 
orange colour. There are five stamens and one 
pistiUum of the first, the filaments are capillar, in
serted ill the corolla, equal and converging, the 
anther ovate and incumbent. The germ of the second 
species is round, smooth, inferior and pidicelled: 
the style longer and thicker than the stamens, sim
ple, cylindrical, smooth and erect: it remains with 
the corolla until the fruit is ripe. The stamen is 
simple and obtuse, and the fruit much the size aIHi 
shape of our common garden currants; growing; 
like them, in clusters, supported by a compound 
footstalk. The peduncles are longer in this species, 
al1dthe berries ate more scattered. The fruit is not 
so acid as the common currant, and has a more 
agreeable flavour. The other species differs in no 
respect from the yellow currant, excepting in the 
colour and flavour of the "berries. The serviceberry 
differs in some points from that of the Pnited StaieiJ. 
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which in many places seems to have been cut of 

dug down in the earth. He passed also two branches 
of a stream, which he called Ordway's creek, where 
he saw a number of beaver-dams extending in close 
succession towards the mountains as far as he could 
distinguish: on the dim were many of the big
homed aniD;lals. After crossing this mount$in he 
encamped, near a small stream of runllililg water~ 
havhlg traveUet;l twenty mile;s. 

On leaving Dearborn's riv,er we passed, at threl; 
and a half miles, a small creek; and at six beyond 
it an island on the north side of the river, 'Which 
makes within that distance many small bends. At 
two and a balf miles further is another island: three 
quarters of a mile beyond this is a small creek on 
the north siue. At a mile and a half above the creek 
is a much larger stream, thirty yards wid~, and 
discharging itself with a bold cunent on the nQrtll 
side: the banks are low, and the bed f()r~e~ of 
stones altogether. To this stream we gave tJlcname 
of Ordway'S creek, after sergeant John Ordway~ 
At two miles beyond this the valley widens: we 
passed several bends of the river, and encamped 
in the centre of one on the south, having ma,de 
twenty-one miles. Here we found a small grove of 
the narrow-leafed cottonwood. there being nolonget 
any of the broad-leafed kind since we entered the 
mountains. 

The water of these rivulets which c,ome down 
from the mountains, is very cold, pure. and well 
tasted. Along their banks, as well as on the Mis
souri, the aspen is very common, but of a small 
kind. The river is somewhat wider than we found 
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would precipitate them at least five hundred feet 
into the water. At one mile and a quarter we 
passed another single cliff on the left; at the same 
distance beyond which is the mouth of a large river 
emptying itself from the north. It is a handsome, 
bold, and clear stream, eighty yards wide, that is 
nearly as broad as the :Missouri, with a rapid cur
rent over a bed of small smooth stones of various 
figures. The water is extremely transparent, the 
low grounds are narrow, but possess as much wood 
as those of the Missouri; and it has every appea
rance of being navigable, though to what distance 
we cannot ascertain, as the eouutry which it waters 
is broken and mountainous. In honour of the secre
tary at war we called it Dearborn's river. 

Being now very anxious to meet with the Sho
shonees, or Snake Indians, for the purpose of ob
taining the necessary information of our route, as 
well as to procure horses, it was thought best for 
one of us to go forward with a small party, and 
endeavour to discover them, before the daily dis
charge of onr guns, which is necessary for our sub
sistence, shoul(i give them notice of our approach: 
if by any accident they hear us, they will most pro
bably retreat to the mountains, mistaking us for 
their enemies, who usually attack them on this side. 
Accordingly captain Clarke set out with three 
men, and followed the course of the river on the 
north side; but the hills were so steep at first, that 
he was not able to go much faster than ourselves. 
In the evening. however, he cut off many miles of 
the circuitous course of the river, by crossing a 
mountain, over which he found a wide Indian road, 
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and found part of a deer, which had been left for 
us by captain Clarke. 

He pursued his route, Friday ] 9, early in the 
morning, and soon passed the remains of several 
Indian camps formed of willow brush, which seemed 
to have been deserted this spring. At the same time 
he observed, that th~ pine trees had been stripped 
of their bark about the same season, which our In
dian woman says her countrymen do, in order to 
obtain the sap, and the soft parts of the wood and 
bark for food. About eleven o'clock he met a herd 
of elk, and killed two of them; but such was the 
want of wood in the neighbourhood, that he was 
unable to procure enough to make a fire, and he 
'was therefore obliged to substitute the dung of the 
buffaloe, with which he cooked his breakfast. They 
then resumed their course along an old Indian road. 
In the afternoon they reached a handsome valley 
watered by a large creek, both of which extend a 
considerable distance into the mountain: this they 
crossed, and during the evening travelled over a 
mountainous country covered with sharp fragments 
of flint-rock: these bruised and cut their feet very 
much, but were scarcely less troublesome than the 
pnckly pear of the open plains, which have now 
become so abundant, that it is impossible to avoid 
them, and the thorns are so strong, that they pierce 
a double soal of dressed deer-skin: the best resource 
against them is a soal of buffaloe hide in parchment. 
At night they reached the river much fatigued, 
having passed two mountains in the course of the 

./ 

day, "and having travelled thirty miles. Captain 
Cl~rke's first employment on lighting a fire was to 
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it yesterday; the hills more distant from the river, 
and not so high: there are some pines on the moun
tains, but they are principally confined to the up
per regions of them: the low grounds are still nar. 
rower, and have little or no timber. The soil near 
the river is good, and produces a luxuriant growth 
of grass and weeds: among these productions, the 
sunflower bolds a very distinguished place. For 
several days past we have observed a species of fla x: 
in the low grounds, the leaf, stem and pericarp of 
which resemble those of the flax commonly culti
vated in the United States: the stem rises to the 
beight of two and a half or three feet, and spring 
to the number of eight or ten from the same root, 
with a strong thick bark, apparently well calcu
lated for use: the root seems to be perennial, and 
it is probable, that the cutting of the stems may not 
at all injure it; for although tIle seeds are not yet 
ripe, there are young suckers shooting up from the 
root, whence we may infer, that the stems which 
are fully grown, and in the proper stage of vege
tation to produce the best flax, are not esst'ntial to 
the preservation or support of the root; a circum
stance which would render it a most valuable plant. 
To-day we have met with a second species of flax, 
smaller than the first; as it seldom obtains a grea ter 
height than nine or twelve inches: the leaf and 
stem resemble those of the species just mentioned, 
except that the latter is rarely branched, and bears 
a single monopetalous bell-shaped blue flower, sus
pended with its limb downwards. We saw several 
herds- of the big-horn, but they were in the cliffs 
'!lerond our reach. We killed all elk this morning~ 
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Nothing can be imagined more tremendous than 
the frowning darkness of these rocks, which project 
over the river and menace us with destruction. The 
river, of one hundred and fifty yards in width, seems 
to have forced its channel down this solid mass; but 
so reluctantly has it given way, that duyng the 
whole distance the water is very deep even at the 
edges, and for the first three miles there is not a 
spot, except one of a few yards, ill which a man 
could stand between the water and the towering 
perpendicular of the mountain. The convulsion of 
the passage must have been terrible} since at its 
outlet there are vast columns of rock torn from the 
mountain, which are strewed 011 both sides of the 
river, the trophies as it were of the victory. Sfveral 
fine springs burst out from the chasms of the rock, 
and contribute to increa;;e the river, which has now 
a strong current, but very fortunately we are able 
to overcome it with our oars, since it would be im
possible to use either the cord or the pole. We were 
ohligerl to go on some time after dark, not being 
able to find a spot large enough to encamp on, but 
at length, about two miles above a small island ill 
the middle of the river, we met with a spot 011 the 
left side, where we procured plenty of light wood 
amI pitch pine. This extraordinary range of rocks 
we called the Gates of the Rocky mouJltains. We 
had made twenty-two miles; and four an t a quar
ter miles from the entrance ·of the Gates. The 
mountains are higher to-day than they were yes
terday. We saw some big-horns, a few antelopes 
and beaver, but since entering the mountains have 
found no buffaloe: the otter are, however, in gre..at 
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extract from his feet the briars, which he fouml 
seventeen in number. 

In the meantime. we proceeded on very well, 
though the water appears to increase in rapidity as 
we advance: the current has indeed been strong 
during the day, and obstructed by some rapids, 
which are not, however, much broken hy rocks, 
and are perfectly safe; the river is deep, and its 
general width is from one hundred to one hundred 
and fifty yards wide. For more than thirteen miles 
we went along the numerous bends of the river, 
and then reached two small islands; three anu three 
quarter miles beyond which is a small creek in a 
bend to the left, above a small island on the right 
side of the river. We were regaled about ten o'clock 
P. M. with a thunder-storm of rain and hail, which 
lasted for an hour; but during the day, in this C011-

fined valley through which we are passing, the heat 
is almost insupportable, yet whenever we obtain a 
glimpse of the lofty tops of the mountains, we are 
tantalized with a view of the snow. These moun
tains have their sides and summits partially varied 
with little copses of pine, cedar, and halsam-fir. A 
mile and a half beyond this creek the rocks approach 
the river on both sides, forming a most sublime and 
extraordinary spectacle. For five and tJHee quarter 
miles these rocks rise perpendicularly from the 
water's edge to the height of nearly twelve hundred 
feet. TRey are composed of a black granite near 
its base, but from the lighter colour abo\'e, and 
from the fragments, we suppose the upper part t<;1 
be flint of a. yellowish brown and cream colour. 

VOL. I, 3 ~ 
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their enemies were approaching, had fled into the 
mou!ltains, first setting fire to the plains as a warn
ing to their countrymen. We continued our course 
along several islands, and having made in the course 
of the day fifteen miles, encamped just ahove an 
island, at a spring 011 a high bank on the left sille 
of the river. In the latter part of the evening we 
had passed through a low range of mountains, and 
the country became more open, though still un
broken and without timber, and the lowlands not 
very extensive: and just above our camp the river 
is again closed in by the mountains. We found 011 

the banks an elk, which captain Clarke had left us, 
with a note mentioning that he should pass the 
mountains just abov-e us, and wait our arrival at 
some convenient place. We saw, -but couhl not pro
cure, some red-headed ducks snd sand~cranesJ along 
the sides of the river, and a woodpecker, abolil.t the 
size of the lark-woodpecker, which seems to be a 
distinct species: it is as black as a orow, with a 
long tail, and flies like a jay-bird. The whole 
country is so infested by the prickly pear, tm.at we 
could scarcely find room to lie down at our camp. 

Captain Clarke, on setting out this mor,ning, had 
gone through the valley about si x; miles to the right 
of the river. He soon fell into an old hulian road, 
which he pursued till he reached the 1\Iissouri, at 
the distance of eighteen miles from his last encamp
ment, just above the entrance of a large ,creek, 
which we afterwards caLcd Whiteearth creek. 
Here he found his party so much cut and pierced 
with the sharp flint and the prickly pear, that be 
proceeded only a small distance further

l 
and then 
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plp.nty: the moschetoes have become less trouble
some than they were. 

Saturday 20. By employing the tow-rope when
ever the banks permitted the use of it, the river 
being too deep for the pole, we were enabled to 
overcome the current, which is still strong. At the 
distance of half a mile we came to a high rock in 
a bend to the left in the Gates. Here the perpen
dicular rocks cease, the hills retire from the river, 
and the valleys suddenly widen to a greater extent 
than they have been since we entered the moun
tains. At this place was some scattered timber, 
consisting of the narrow-leafed cottonwood, the 
aspen, and pine. There are also vast quantities of 
gooseberries, serviceberries, and several species of 
currant, among which is one of a black colour, the 
flavour of which is preferable to that of the yellow, 
and would be deemed superior to that of any cur
rant in the U llited States. We here killed an elk. 
which was a pleasant addition to our stock of food. 
At a mile from the Gates, a large creek comes down 
from the mountains, and empties itself behind an 
island in the middle of a bend to the north. To this 
stream, which is fifteen yards wide, we gave the 
name of Potts's creek, after John Potts, one of our 
men. Up this valley, about seven miles, we disco
vered a great smoke, as if the whole country had 
been set on fire; but were at a loss to decide whe
ther it hall been done accidentally by captain 
Clarke's party, or by the Indians as a signal on 
their observing us. We afterwards learnt that this 
last was the fact; for they had heard a gun fired 
by one of captaiu Clarke's me1l1 and believing that 
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parallel ranges of high mountains, whose summits 
are partially covered with snow, below which the 
pine is scattered along the sides down to the plain 
in some places, though the greater part of their 
surface has no timber, and exhibits only a barren 
soil, with no covering except dry parched grass or 
black rugged rocks. On entering the valley. the 
l'iver assumes a totally different aspect: it spreads 
to more than a mile ill width, and though more 
rapid than before, is shallow enough in almost every 
part for the use of the pole, while its bed is formed 
of smooth stones and some large rocks, as it has 
been indeed since we entered the mountains: it is 
also dividecl by a number of islands, some of which 
are large near the northern shore. The soil of the 
valley is a rich black loam, apparently very feriile, 
and covered with a fine green grass about eighteen 
inches or two feet in height; while that of the high 
grounds is perfectly dry, and seems scorched by 
the sun. The timber, though still scarce, is in greater 
quantities in this valley than we have seen it since 
entering the mountains, and seems to prefer the 
borders of the small creeks to the banks of the river 
itself. We advanced three and a half miles in this 
valley, and encamped on the lefi side, having made 
ill all tifteen and a half miles. 

Our only large game to-day was one deer. We 
saw, however, two pheasants of a dark brown co
lour, much larger than the same species of bird in 
the Unit~d States. In the morning too, we saw 
three swans, which, like the geese, have not yet 
recovered the feathers of the wing, and were UI1-

able to fly: we killed two of them, and the third 
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lra·lted to wait for us. Along his track he had tackt'll 
. .theprecautioll to strew signals, such as pieces of 

cloth, paper and linen, to prove to the Indians, if 
,by any accident they met his track, that we were 
white men. But he observ'ed a smoke some distance 
ahead, and concluded that the whole country hac(1 
n<tw taken the alarm. 

Sunda:y 2:1. On leaving our camp we passed all 

-island at half a mile, and reached at one mile a bad 
rapid, at the place where the river leaves the moun
tain: here the cliffs are high, and covered witb 
fragments of broken rocks, the current is also strong. 
rbut although more rapid, the river is wider and 
shallower, 80 that we are able to use the pole occa
-sionally, though we principally depend on the tow
line. On leaving the rapid. which is allOuthalf a 
mile in edent, t,he country opens on each !'Jid,e; the 
hills become ,lower; at one mile is a large i1lland 
-on the left sille.and four and a half beyond it ~ 
large and hold creek~ twenty-eight yards wide, 
'coming in from the north, where it waters a hand
SOUl~ valley: we called it Pryor's creek, after one 
'of the sergeants, John Pryor. At a mile above this 
~reek,on the left side of the Missouri, we obtained 
a meridian ,altitude, which gave 46° 10' 32" 9'" as 
the latitude of the place. For the following four 
·mi..I.es, the 'Country, like that through wh~ch we 
passe<l .durillg the f-est of the day, is rough and 
:mountaiBousas we found it yesterday ; but at the 
distance (&f twelve miles we -came, towards evening~ 
into a beau.tiful 'plain, ten or twelve miles widt'~ 
a.ndextellding -as far as the eye could reaoh. Th-is 
plain, oc rather vaHey, is bounded by two nearly 
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river being divided into so many channels, by both 
large and smaH islands, that it was impossible to 
lay it down accurately by following in a canoe any 
lingle channel, captain I..ewis walked on shore, 
took the general courses of the river, and from the 
rising grounds laid down the situation of the islands 
and channels, which he was enabled to do with 
perfect accuracy, the view not being obstructed 
with much timber. At one mile and a quarter we 
passed an island somewhat larger than the rest, and 
four miles further reached the upper end of another, 
on which we breakfasted. This is a large island, 
forming, in the middle of a bend to the north, a 
level fertile plain, ten feet above the surface of the 
water, and never overflowed. Here we found grea.t 
quantities of a small onion, about the size of a mus
ket ball, though !lome were larger; it is white, 
crisp, and as well flavoured as any of our garden 
onions; the seed is just ripening, and as the plant 
bears a large quantity to the square foot, and stands 
the rigours of the climate, it will, no doubt, be an 
acquisition to settlers. From this production we 
called it Onion island. During the next seven and 
three quarter miles we passed several long circular 
bends, and a number of large and small islands, 
which divide the river into many channels, and 
1hen reached the mouth of a creek on the north 
side. It is com posed of th ree creeks, which unite 
in a handsome valley about foul' miles before they 
discharge themselves into the :Missouri, where it is 
about fifteen feet wide, and eight feet deep, with 
clear transparent water. Here we halted for dinner, 
but as the canoes took different channels in ascend-
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escaped by diving and passing down the current. 
These are the first we have seen on the river for a 
great distance, and as they had no young with 
them, we presume that they do not breed in this 
neighbourhood. Of the geese we daily see great 
numbers, with their young perfectly feathered, ex
cept on the wings, where both young and old are 
deficient; the first are very fine food, but the old 
ones are poor, and unfit for use. Several of the 
large brown or sand-hill crane are feeding in the 
low grounds on the g-rass which forms their princi
pal food. The young crane cannot fly at this sea
son: they are as large as a turkey, of a bright 
reddish bay colour. Since the river has become 
shallow we have caught a number of trout to-day, 
and a fish, white 011 the belly and sides, but of a 
bluish cast on the back, and a long pointed mouth 
opening somewhat like that of the shad. 

This morning captain Clarke wishing to hunt, 
but fearful of alarming the Indians, went up the 
river for three miles, when finding neither any of 
them, nor of their recent tracks, returned, and then 
his little party separated to look for game. They 
killed two bucks and a doe, and a young curlew 
nearly feathered: in the evening they found the 
moschetoes as troublesome as we did; these animals 
attack us as SOOIl as the labours and fatigues of the 
day require some rest, and annoy us till several 
hours after dark, when the coldness of the air 
obliges them to disappear; but such is tlteir perse
cution, that were it not for our biers we should 
pbtaill no repose. 

~ollday 22. We set out at an early hour. The 
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Oil board captain Clarke, with the meat he had 
collected during this day's hunt, which consisted of 
one deer and an elk: we had ourselves shot a deer 
and an antelope. The moschetoes and gnats were 
unusually fierce this evening. 

Tuesday 23. Captain Clarke again proceeded 
with four men along the right bank. During the 
whole day the river is divided by a number of 
islands, which spread it out sometimes to the dis
tance of three miles: the current is very rapid, and 
has many ripples; and the bed form eeL of gravel 
and smooth stones. The banks along the low grounds 
ere of a rich loam, followed occasionally by low 
bluffs of yellow and red clay, with a hard red slate~ 
stone intermixed. The low grounds are wide, and 
have very little timber, but a thick underbrush of 
willow, and rose and currant bushes: these are suc
ceeded by high plains, extending on each side to 
the base of the mountains, which lie parallel to the 
river about eight or twelve miles apart, and are 
high and rocky, with some small pine and cedar 
interspersed on them. At the distance of seven miles, 
a creek, twenty yards wide, after meanderhlg 
through a beautiful low ground on the left for se.,. 
veral ·miles parallel to the river, empties itself near 
a cluster of small islands: the stream we called 
"Thitehouse creek, after Joseph vVhitehouse, one of 
the party; and the islands, from their number, 
received the name of the" Ten Islands." About 
ten o'clock we came up with Drewyer, who had 
gone outto hunt yesterday, and not being able to 
:find our encampment, had staid out all night: he 
now supplied us with five deer. Three and a quar~ 
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ing, it was some time before they all joined. Here 
we were delighted to find, that the Indian woman 
recognizes the country; she tells us, that to this 
creek her countrymen make excursions, to procure 
a white paint on its banks, and we therefore call it 
Whiteearth creek. She says also, that the three 
forks of the Missouri are at no great distance; a 
piece of intelligence which has cheered the spirits 
of us all, a!'l we hope soon to reach the head of that 
river. This is the warmest day except one we have 
experienced this summer. In the shade the mercury 
stood at 80° above 0, which is the secou(l time it 
has reached that heig'ht during this season. ,Ve 
encamped on an island. after making nineteen and 
three quarter miles. 

In the course of the day we saw many geese, 
cranes, small birds common to the plains. and a few 
pheasants: we also observed a small plover or curlew 
of a brown colour, about the size of the yellow-
legged plover or jack curlew, hut of a different 
species. It first appeared near the mouth of Smith '9 

river, but is so shy and vigilant, that we were un
able to shoot it. Both the broad and narrow-leafed 
willow continue, though the sweet willow has be
come very scarce. The rosebush, small honeysuckle, 
the pulpy-leafed thorn. southern wood, sage and 
box-alder, narrow-leafed cottonwood, redwood, and 
a species of sumach, are all ahundant. So too are 
the red and black gooseberries, serviceberries, 
chokecherry, and the black, red, yellow and purple 
currant, which last seems to be a favourite food of 
the bear. Before encamping we landed, and too~ 

YOLo I. :3 tl 
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on the tail: we also saw antelopes, cranes, geese, 
ducks, beaver and otter; and took up four deer, 
'which had been left 011 the water side by captain 
Clarke. He had pursued all day an Indian road on 
the rig'ht side of the river, and encamped late in 
the evening at the di8tance of twenty-five miles 
from onr camp of last night. In the course of his 
walk he met besides deer a number of antelopes 
and a herd of elk, but all the tracks of Indians, 
though numerous, ,,'ere of an old date. 

"T ednesday 24. We proceeded for f~ur and a 
quarter miles along several islands to a small run, 
just above which the low bluffs touch the river. 
,\Vithin three and a half miles further we came to 
a small island on the north, and a remarkable bluff 
composed of earth of a crimson colour, intermixed 
with stratas of slate, either black or of a red resem
bling brick. The following six and three quarter 
miles brought us to an assemblage of islands, hav
ing passed four at different distances; and within 
the next fi ve miles we met the same number of 
islands, and encamped on the north, after making 
llineteen and a half miles. The current of the river 
was strong and obstructed, as indeed it has been for 
flome days, by small rapids or ripples, which descend 
from one to three feet in the course of one hundred 
and fifty yards, but they are rarely incom~oded 
by any fixed rocks, anu therefore, though the water 
is rapid, the passage is not attended with danger. 
The valley, through which the river passes, is like 

-that of yesteruay; the nearest hills generally con-
cealing the most distant from us; but when we ob
tain a view of them, they present themselves ill 
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tet miles beyond Whitehouse creek, we came to the 
lower point of an island, where the river is three 
hundred yards wide, and continued along it for one 
mile and a quarter, and then passed a second island 
ju~t above it. We halted rather early for dinner, 
in order to dry some part of the baggage which had 
been wet in the canoes: we then proceeded, and at 
:five and a half miles had passed two small islands. 
Within the next three miles we came to a large 
island, which, from its figure, we called Broad 
island. From that place we made three and a half 
miles, and encamped on an islaml to the left, oppo
site to a much larger one on the right. Our journey 
to-day was twenty-two and a quarter miles, the 
greater part of which was made by means of our 
poles and cords, the use of which the hanks much 
favoured. During the whole time we had the small 
flags hoisted in the canoes to apprise the Indians, if 

there were any in the neighbourhood, of our being 
white men and their friends; but we were not so 
fortunate as to discover any of them. Along the 
snores we saw great quantities of the common 
thistle, and procured a further supply of wild onions, 
and a species of garlic growing 011 the highlands, 
which is now green and in bloom: it has a flat 
leaf, and is strong, tough and dis8greeahle. There 
was also much of the wild flax, of which we now 
obtained some ripe seed, as well as some bulrush 
and cat-tail flag. Among the animals we met with 
a black snake about two feet long, with the belly 
as dark as any other part of the body, w.hich was' 

perfectly black. and which had one hundred and 
twenty-eight scuta on the belly, and sixty-three 
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fond of the water, in which they take shelter on 
being pursued. The moschetoes, gnats, and prickly 
pear, our three persecutors, still continue with us, 
and, joined with the labour of working the canoes, 
have fatigued us all excessively. 

Captain Clarke continued along the Indian rondl 
which led him up a creek. About ten o'clock he 
saw, at the distance of six miles, a horse feeding in 
the plains. He went towards him, but the animal 
was so wild, that he could not get within several 
hundred paces of him; he then turned obliquely to 
the river, where he killed a deer, and dined, having 
passed in this valley five handsome streams, only 
one of which had any timber; another had some 
willows, and was very much dammed up by the 
beaver. After dinner he continued his route along 
the river, and encamped at the distance of thirty 
miles. As he went along, he saw many tracks of 
Indians, but nOlle of recent date. The next mor
ning. 

Thursday 25. At the distance of a few miles, he 
arrivetl at the three forks of the Missouri. Here 
he found, that the plains had been recently burnt 
on the north side, and saw the track of a horse, 
which seemed to have passed about four or five 
days since. After breakfast he examined the rivers, 
and finding that the north branch, although not 
larger, contained more water than the middle 
branch, and bore more to the westward, he deter· 
mined to ascend it. He therefore left a note, in .. 
forming captain Lewii of his intention, and then 
went up that stream on the north side for about 
twenty-five miles. Here Chaboneau was unable to' 
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amphitheatre, rising above each other, as they 
recede from the river, till the most remote are co
vered with snow. 

)Ve saw many otter and beaver to-day: the lat
ter seem to contribute very much to the number of 

islands, and the widening of the river. They begiJ~ 
by damming up the small chanuels of about twenty 
yards between the islands; this obliges the river to 
seek another outlet, and as soon as this is effected. 
the channel stopped by the beaver becomes fille(l 
with mud and sand. The industrious animal is then 
driven to another channel, which soon shares the 
same fate, till the river spreads on all sides, and 
cuts the projecting points of the land into islands. 
We killed a deer, and saw great numbers of ante
lopes, cranes, some geese, and a few red-headed 
ducks. The small birds of the plains and the curlew 
are still abundant: we saw but could not come 
within gunshot of a large bear. There is much of 
the track of elk, but none of the animals themselves, 
and from the appearance of bones and old excre
ment, we suppose that buffaloe have sometimes 
strayed into the valley, though we have as yet seen 
no recent sign of them. Along the water are a 
number of sna}{es, some of a brown uniform colour, 
others black, and a third speckled 011 the abdomen, 
,nd striped with black and a brownish yellow on 
the back and sides. The first, which are the largest. 
are about four feet long; the second is of the kind 
mentioned yesterday, and the third resembles in 
size and appearance the garter-snake of the Unite(l 
States. On examining the teeth of all these several 
killds~ we found them free from poison: th~y are 
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the Rocky mountains. About a mile after entering 
.these hills or low mountains, we passed a number 
of fine bold springs, which burst out near the edge 
of the river under the cliffs on the left, and fur
nished a fine freestone water: near these we met 
with two of the worst rapids we have seen since 
entering the mountains: a. ridge of sharp pointed 
rocks stretching across the river, leaving but small 
and dangerous channels for the navigation. The 
cliffs are of a lighter colour than those we have 
already passed, and in the bed of the river is some 
limestone, which is small and worn smooth, and 
seems to have been brought down by the current. 
We went about a mile further, and encamped un.,. 
der a high cliff on the right, opposite to a cliff of 
rocks, having made sixteen miles. 

All these cliffs appeared to have been under
mined by the water at some period, and fallen down 
from the hills on their sides, the stratas of rock 
sometimes lying with their edges upwards, others 
not detached from the hills are depressed. obliquely 
on the side next the river, as if they had sunk to 
,fIll up the cavity formed by the washing of the 
river. 

In the open places among the rocky cliffs are 
two kinds of gooseberry, one yellow and the other 
Ted. The former species was observed for the first 
time near the fans; the latter differs from it bl no 
respect except in colour, and in being of a larger 
-size: both have a sweet flavour, and are rather 
j ndifferent fruit. 

Friday 26. We again found the current strong, 
and the ripples frequent: these we were obliged to 
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proceed any further, and the party therefore en~ 
camped, all of them much fatigued, their feet 
blistered and wounded by the prickly pear. 

In the meantime we left our camp, and proceed
ed 011 very well, though the water is still rapid, 
and has some occasional ripples. The country is 
much Like that of yesterday: there are, however, 
fewer islands, for we passerl only two. Behind one 
of them is a large creek, twenty-five yards wide, 
to which we gave the name of Gass's creek, from 
one of our sergeants, Patrick Gass: it is formed by 
the union of five streams, which descend from the 
mountains, and join in the plain near the river. 
On this island we saw a large brown bear, but he 
retreated to the shore, and ran off before we could 
approach him. These animals seem more shy than 
they were below the mountains. The antelopes have 
again collected in small herds, composed of several 
females with their young, attended by one or two 
males, though some of the males a.re still solitary or 
wander in parties of two over the plains, which the 
antelope invariably prefers to the woodlands, and 
to which it always retreats if by accident it is found 
straggling in the hills, confiding, no doubt, in its 
wonderful fleetness. We also killed a few young 
geese; but as this game is small, and very incom
petent to the subsistence of the party, we have for
bidden the men any longer to waste their ammuni
tion on them. About four and a half miles above 
Gass's creek, the valley in which we have been 
travelling ceases, the high craggy cliffs again 
approach the river, which now enters, or rather 
Jeaves what appearj to bel a second great chain of 
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attached as a common centre, and, the base of the 
cone forms the apex of the leaf, which is garnished 
with a circular range of sharp thorns, like the co
chineal plant, and quite as stiff, and even more 
keen, than those of the common flat-leafed species. 
Between the hills the river had been confined with
in one hundred and fifty or two hundred yards, but 
in the valley it widens to two hundred or two hUI1-

dred and fifty yards, and sometimes is spread, by 
its numerous islands, to the distance of three quar
ters of a mile. The banks are low, but the river 
never overflows them. On entering the ,'alley. we 
again saw the snow-clad mountains before us, but 
the appearance of the hills, as well as of the timber 
near us, is much as heretofore. 

Finding Chabonea~ unable to proceed, captai~ 
qarke left him with one of the men, and, accom
panied by the other. went up the river about twelve 
miles, to the top of a mountain. Here he had an 
extensive view of the river valley upwards, and 
saw a large creek, which flowed in on the right 
side. He however discovered no fresh sign of the 
Indians, and therefore determined to examine the 
middle branch, and join us by the time we reaehe4 
the forks: he descended the mountain by an Indiau 
path, which wound through a deep valley, and a'i 
length reached a fine cold spring. The day had 
been very warm, the path unshaded by timber, and 
his thirst was excessive; he was therefore tempted 
to drink: but although he took the precaution of 
previously wetting his head, feet and hands, he soon 
found himself very unwell: he continued his rout~, 
and, after resting wit~ Chaboneau at ~is c~mp, 
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overcome by means of the cord and the pole; the 
oar being scarcely ever used, except in crossing to 
take advantage of the shore. Within three and 
three quarter miles we passed Beven small islands, 
and reached the mouth of a large creek, which 
empties itself in the centre of a bend em the left 
side: it is a bold running stream, fifteen yards 
wide, and received the name of Howard creek, 
after Johu P. Howard, one of the party. Olle mile 
beyond it is a small run, which falls in on the same 
side, just above a rocky cliff. Here the mountains 
recede from the river, and the valley widen5 to the 
extent of several miles. The river now becomes 
crowded with islands, of which we passed ten in 
the nex t thirteen and three quarter miles; then at 
the distance of eighteen miles we encamped on the 
left shore, near a rock in the centre of a bend to
wards the left, and opposite to two more islands. 

This valley has wide low grounds covered with 
high grass, and in many with !1 fine turf of green 
sward. The soil of the high lands is thin and mea
gre, without any covering except a low sedge and 
a dry kind of grass, which is almost as inconvenient 
as the prickly pear. The seeds of it are armed witil 
a long twisted hard beard at their upper extremity. 
while the lower part is a sharp firm point, beset at 
its base with little stiff bristles, with the points in a 
direction contrary to the subulate point, to which 
they answer as a barb. We see also another species 
of prickly pear. It is of a globul,ar form, composed 
of ali assemblage of little conic leaves springing 
from a common root, to which their small points aJ,'e 

H)L. ~. :3 I 
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and lofty mountains. Captain Lewis wellt up this 
stream for about half a mile, and from the height 
of a limestone cliff could observe its course about 
fleven miles, and the three forks of the Missouri, of 
which this river is one. Its extreme point bore S. 
65° K and during the seven miles it passes through 
a green extensive meadow of fine grass, dividing 
itself into several streams, the largest passing near 
the ridge of hills on which he stood. 011 the right 
side of the J\iissouri, a high, wide and extensive 
plain, succeeds to this low meadow, which reaches 
the hills. In the meadow a large spring rises abou't 
a quarter of a mile from this southeast fork, iuto 
which it discharges itself on the right side, about 
four hundred paces from where he stood. Between 
the southeast and middle forks, a distant range of 
snow-topped mountains spread from east to south, 
above the irregular broken hills nearer to this spot: 
the middle and southwest forks unite at half a mile 
above the entrance of the southeast fork. The ex
treme point at which the former can be seen, bears 
S. 15° K, and at the distance of fourteen miles, 
where it turns to the right round the point ofa high 
plain, and disappears from the view. Its low 
grounds are several miles in width, forming a 
smooth and beautiful green meadow, and, like the 
southeast fork, it divides itself into several streams. 
Between these two forks, and near their jUllction 
with that from the southwest, is a position admira
bly well calculated for a fort. It is a limestone rock, 
of an oblong form, rising from the plain perpendi
cularly to the height of twenty-6ve feet on three 
of its sides; the fourth, towards the middle fork, 
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resumed his march across the north fork, near a 
large island. The first part was knee deep, but on 
the other side of the island the water came to their 
waists, and was so rapid, that Chaboneau was on 

-the point of being sw€:pt away, and not being able 
to swim would have perished, if captain Clarke had 
not rescued him. While crossing the island, they 
killed two brown bear, and saw great quantities of 
beaver. He then went on to a small river, which 
falls into the north fork some miles above its junc
tion with the two others: here, finding himself 
grow more unwell, he halted for the night. at the 
distance of four miles from his last encampment. 

Saturday 27. We proceeded on but slowly, the 
current being still so rapid as to require the utmost 
exertions of all to advance, and the men are losing 
their strength fast, ill consequence of their constant 
efforts. At half a mile we passed an island, and a 
mile and a quarter further again entered a ridge of 
hills, which now approach the river with cliffs ap
parently sinking like those of yesterday. They are 
composed of a solid limestone, of a light lead colour 
when exposed to the air, though when freshly 
broken it is of a deep blue, and of an excellent 
quality and very fine grain. On these cliffs were 
numbers of the big-horn. At two and a half miles 
we reached the centre of a bend towards the south, 
passing a small island; and at one mile and a quar
ter beyond this reached. about nine in the morning, 
the mouth of a river seventy yards wide, which 

. falls in from the southeast. Here the country sud
, denly opens into .extensive and beautiful meadows 
and plains, surrounded 011 every side with distant 
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essential point of the geography of the western 
world, and also' to recruit the men, and air the 
baggage. It was accordingly all unloaded and 
stowed away on shore. Near the three forka we 
saw many collections of the mud-nests of the small 
martin attached to the smooth faces of the limestone 
rock, where they were sh~ltered by projection. of 
the rock above it: and in the meadows were num
bers of the duck or mallard with their yonng, who 
are now nearly grown. The hunters returned 
towards evening with six deer, three otter and 3-

musk-rat; and had seen great numbers of antelopes, 
and much signs of the beaver and elk. 

During all last night captain Clarke had a high 
fever and chills, accompanied with great pain. He 
however pursued his route eight miles to the middle 
branch, where, not finding any fresh Indian tracks, 
he came down it and joined us about three o'clock, 
very much exhausted with fatigue and the violence 
of his fever. Believing himself bilious he took a 
dose of Rush's pills, which we have always found 
sovereign in such cases, and bathing the lower ex
tremities in warm water. 

We are now very anxious to see the Snake In
dians. After advancing for several hundred miles 
into this wild and mountainous country, we may 
soon expect that th8 game will abandon us. With 
no information of the route, we may be unable to 
find a passage across the mountains when we reach 
the head of the river, at least such a one" as will lead 
us to the Columbia; and even were we so fortunate 
as to find a branch of that river, the timber which 
'''e have hitherto seen in these mountains does not 
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being a gradual ascent, and covered with a fine 
green sward. as is also the top. which is level. and 
contalns about two acres. An extensive. plain lies 

. between the middle and southwest forks, the last of 
which, after watering a country like that of the 
other two branches, disappears about twelve miles 
off, at a point bearing' south 30° west. It is also 
more di.vided and serpentine in its course than the 
other two, and possesses more timber in its meadows. 
This timber consists almost exclusively of the 
narrow-leafed cottonwood, with an intermixture of 
box-alder ami sweet-willow. the underbrush being 
thick, and like that of the Missouri lower down. A 
range of high mountains, partially covered with 
snow, is seen at a considerable distance running 
from south to. west, and nearly all around us are 
broken ridges of country like that below, throngh 
which those united streams appear to have forced 
their passage: after observing the country, captain 
Lewis descended to breakfast. We then left the 
mouth of the southeast fork, to which, in honour of 
the. secretary of. the treasury, we called Gallatin's 
river; and at the distance of half a mile reached 
the confluence of the southwest and middle branch 
of the Missouri. Here we found the letter from cap
tain Clarke, and as we agreed with him that the 
direction of the southwest fork gave it a decided 
preference over the others, we ascended that branch 
of the river for a mile, ami encamped in a level 
haudsome plain on the left, having advanced only 
seven. miles. Here we resolved to wait the return 
of captain Clarke, and in the meantime make the 
necessary celes.tial observations, as this seems an 
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of the- president of the United States, and the pro
jector of the enterprise: and called the middle 
branch Madison, after James Madison, secretary 
of state. These two, as well as Gallatin river, run 
with great velocity, and thrQw out large bodies of 
water. Gallatin river is, however, the most rapid 
of the three, and though not quite as deep, yet na
vigable for a considerable distance. Madison river, 
though much less rapid than the Gallatin, is some
what more rapid than the Jefferson; the beds of all 
of them are formed of smooth pebble and gravel, 
and the waters are perfectly transparent. The timber 
in the neighbourhood wo~ld be sufficiellt for the 
ordinary uses of an establishment, which, however, 
it would be adviseable to build of brick, as the earth 
appears calculated for that purpose, and along the 
shores are some bars of fine pure sand. The greater 
part of the men, having yesterday put their deer
ilkins in water, were this day engaged in dressing 
them, for the purpose of making clothing. The 
weather was very warm, the thermometer in the 
afternoon was at 90° above 0, and the moschetoes 
more than usual! y inconvenient: we were, however, 
relieved from them by a high wind from the south
west, which came on at four o'clock, bringing a 
storm of thunder and lightning, attended by re
freshing showers, which continued till after dark, 
In the evening the hunters returned with eight 
deer and two elk; and the party who had been 
sent up the Gallatin reported, that after passing the 
point where it escaped from captain Lewis's view 
yeste~day, it turned more towards the east, as far 
as they could discern the opening of the mount!l\Il'~ 
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promise us any fit to m~ke canoes, s~ that our·chief 
depenlence is Qn meetmg some tnbe from whom 
we may procure horses. Our cQnsolation is, that this 
sputhwest branch can scarcely head with any other 
river than the Columbia; and that if any nation of 
'Indians can live in the mountains, we are able to 
endure as much as they, and have <"ven better means 
Qf procuring subsist ence. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

The name of the Miswuri changed, as the river now divides itself into three 
, forks, one of which is called after Jefferson, the other Madison, and the 

other after Galatin-their general character-the party ascend the Jefferson 
hranch-description of the river Philosophy which enters into the Jefferson 
-captain Lewis and a small party go in advance in search of the :!hosho
nees-description of the country, &c. bordering on the river-captain 
l£wis still preceding the main party in quest of the Shoshonees-a singular 
accideut, which prevented captain Clarke from following captaIn Lp\\ i,', 

advice, and ascending the middle fork of the river-description of Philan
thropy river, another stream running into the Jefferson-captain Lewis and 
a small party having been unsuccessful in their first attempt, set olf a second 

time in quest of the Shoshonees. 

Sunday, July 28. CAPTAIN CLARKE continlle(l 
yery unwell dnring the night, but was somewhat 
relieved this morning. On examining the two streams 
it became difficult to decide which was the larger 
or the real Missouri; they are each ninety yards 
wide, and so perfectly similar in character and ap
pearance, that they seem to have been formed ill 
the same mould. We were therefore induced to 
~iscontinue the name of Missouri, and give to tlle 
southwest branch the nameof Jefferson, in honour 
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five years ago, when the Millnetarees of Knife 
river first came ill sight of them. and from whom 
they hastily retreated three miles up the Jefferson, 
and concealed themselves in the woods. The Min
netarees, however, pursued and attacked them, 
killed four men, as many women, and a number of 
boys; and made prisoners of four other boys, and 
all the females, of whom Sacajawea was one: she 
does not, however, show any distress at these recol
lections, nor any joy at the prospect of being re
stored to her country; for she seems to possess the 
folly or the philosophy of not suffering her feelings 
to extend beyond the anxiety of having plenty to 
eat and a few trinkets to wear. 

:Monday 29. This morning the hunters brought 
in some fat deer of the IOl1g~taileQ red kind, which 
are quite as large as those of the United States. 
and are, indeed, the only kind we have found at 
this place: there are numbers of the sal1d~hill crann 
feeding in the meadows; we caught a young one 
of the same colour as the red deer, which, though 
it had nearly attained its full growth, could not 
fly; it is very fierce, and strikes a severe blow with 
its beak. The kingfisher has become quite common 
on this side of the fans: but we have seen nOlle of 
the summer duck since leaving' that place. The 
mallard duck, which we saw for the first time on 
the 20th instant, with their young, are now abun .. 
uant, though they do not breed on the Missouri, 
below the mountaius .. The sl;IlaU birds already de .. 
8Cribed are also abundant in the plains: here, too, 
are great quantities of grasshoppers or crickets; 
and, among other animals, a large ant ~itll a red .. , 
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formed by the valley which bordered it. The low 
grounds were -still wide, but not so extensive as 
near its mouth; and though the stream is rapid, 
and much divided by islands, it is still sufficiently 
deep for navigation with canoes. The low grounds, 
although not more than eight or nine feet above 
the water, seem never to be overflowed, except a 
part on the west side of the middle fork, which is 
stony, and seems occasionally inundated. They are 
furnished with great quantities of small fruh, such 
as currants and gooseberries: among the last of 
which is a black species. which we observe not only 
in the meadows but' along the mountain rivulets. 
From the same root rise a number of stems to the 
height of five or six feet. some of ther.ll particularly 
branched, and all reclining. The berry is attached 
by a long peduncle to the stem, from which they 
hang of a smooth ovate form. as large as the com
mon garden gooseberry, and as black as jet, thQugh 
the pulp is of a bright crimson colour. It is ex
tremely acid: the form of the leaf resembles that of 
the common gooseberry, though larger. The stem 
is covered with very sharp thorns· or briars: the 
grass too is very luxuriant, and would yield fine 
hay in parcels of several acres. The sand-rushei 
will grow in many places as high as a man's breast, 
and as thick as stalks of wheat; it would supply 
the best food, during the winter, to cattle of any 
trading or military post. 

Sacajawea, our Indian woman, informs us, tha t 
we are encamped on the precise spot where her 
countrymen, the Snake Indians, had their hut»· 
. TOL. I. ~ ~ 
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and fled as soon as the attack began. The women 
and children dispersed, and Sacajawea, a. she was 
crossing at a shoal place, was overtaken in the mid
dle of the river by her pursuers. As we proceeded, 
the low grounds were covered with cottonwood, 
and a thick underbrush; and on boih sidell of the 
river, except where the high hills prevented it, the 
groun(l was divided by bayous, which are dammed 
up by the beaver, that are very numerous here. We 
made twelve and a quarter miles, and encampe(l 
011 the north side. Captain Lewis proceeded, after 
dinner, through an extensive low ground of timber 
and meadow land intermixed; but the bayous were 
so obstructed by beaver dams, that, in order to 
avoid them, he directed his course towards the high 
plain on the right. This he gained with some dif
ficulty, after wading up to his waist through the 
mud and water of a number of beaver dams.When 
he desired to rejoin the canoes, he found the under
brush so thick, and the river 80 crooked, that this, 
joined to the difficulty of passing the beaver dams, 
induced him to go and endeavour to intercept the 
river at some point where it might be more collect
ea into one channel, and approach nearer to the 
high plain. He arrived at the bank about sun-set, 
having gone only six miles in a direct course from 
the canoes: but he saw no traces of the men, nor 
did he receive any answer to his shouts, nor the 
firing of his gun. It was now nearly dark; a duck 
lighted near him and he shot it He then went on 
the head of a small island, where he found some 
driftwood, which enabled him to cook his duck for 
supper, an(1 he laid down to sleep on some willow-
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dish brown body and legs l and a black head and 
abuomen, who build little cones of gravel, ten or 
twelve inches high, without a mixture of sticks. 
and but little earth. In the river we see a great 
abundance of fish, but we cannot tempt them to 
bite by any thing on our hooks. The whole party 
have been engaged in dressing skins, and making 
them into moccasins and leggings. Captain Clarke's 
fever has almost left him, bilt he still remains very 
languid, and has a general soreness in his limbs. 
The latitude of our cam p, as the mean of two ob
servations of the meridian altitude of the sun's 
lower limb with oetant by back obsel vation l is N. 
45° 24' 8.5" 

Tuesday 30. Captain Clarke was this morning 
much restored; and, therefore, having made all the 
observations necessary to fix the longitude, we re
loaded our canoes, ami began to ascend J effersoll 
river. The river now becomes very crooked, ami 
f~rms bends on each side; the current too is rapid, 
and cut into a great number of channels, and some
times shoals, the beds of which consist of coarse 
gravel. The islands are unusually numerous: on 
the right are high plains, occasionally forming cliffs 
of rocks and hills; while the left was an extensive 
lew ground and prairie, intersected by a number 
of bayous or channels falling into the river. Cap
tain Lewis, who had walked through it with Cha
boneau, his wife, and two invalids, joined us at 
dinner, a few miles above our camp. Here, the 
Indian woman said, was the place where she had 
been made prisoner. The men, being too few to 
contend with the Minnetarees, mouuted their horses, 
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bulrush and cat-tail flag very abundant in tlie 
moist parts, while the drier situations are covered 
with ,line grass, tansy, thistles, onions, and flat. 
The uplands are barren and without timber; the 
soil is a light yellow clay, intermixed with small 
smooth pebble and gravel, and the only produce is 
the prickry-pear, the sedge, and the bea:rded-grass, 
which is as dry and inflammable as tinder, As we 
proeeeded the low grounds became narro-wer, and 
the timber more scarce, till at the distance of ten 
miles the high hills approa£h and overhang the 
river-.on both sides, forming cliffs of a hard blaek 
granite, . like almost all those below the limestone 
cliffs at the three forks of the Missouri: they con
tinue so for a mile and three quarters,. where we 
came to a point of rock on the right side, at which 
place thll hills again retire, and the yalley widens 
to the distance of a mile and a half. Within the 
next five miles we passed four islands, and reached 
the foot of a mountain in a bend of the river to the 
left: from this place we went a mile and a quarter 
to the entrance of a small run, discharging itself! oR 
the left, apd encamped on an island just above it, 
after making seventeen and three quarter miles. 
We observe some pine on the hills on both sid:es of 
our encampment, which are very lofty. The only 
game which we have seen are one big-horn, a few 
antelopes, deer, and one brown hear, which escaped 
from our pursuit. Nothing was, however, killed to
day, nor have we had any fresh meat, except one 
beaver, for the last two days, so that we are noW 
reduced to an unusual situation, for we have hitherto 
always had a great abundance of flesh. 
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brush. The night was cool. but the driftwood gave 
him a good fire. and he suffered no inconvenience 
except from the moschetoes. 

Wednesday 31. The next morning he waited till 
after seven o'clock, when he became uneasy lest 
we should have gone beyond his camp last evening, 
and determined to follow us. Just as he had set out 
with this intention, he sa.w one of the party in ad
vance of the canoes; although our camp was only 
two miles below him, in a straight line, we could 
not reach him sooner, in consequence of the rapidity 
of the water, and the circuitous route of the river. 
We halted for breakfast, after which captain Lewis· 
continued his route. At the distance of one mile 
from our encampment, we passed the principal en
trance of a stream on the left, which rises in the 
Snowy mountains to the southwest, between Jef
ferson and Madison rivers, and discharges itself by 
seven mouths, five below, and one three miles above 
this, which is the largest, and about thirty yards 
wide: we called it Philoiophy river. The water of 
it is abundant, and perfectly clear; and the bed, 
like that of the Jefferson, consists of pebble and 
gravel. There is some timber in the bottoms of the 
river, and vast numbers of otter and beaver, which 
build on its smaller mouths and the bayous of its 
neighbourhood. The J eft'erson continues as yester
day, 8ho&ly and rapid, but as the islands though 
numerous are small, it is more collected into one 
current than it was below, and is from ninety to 
one hundred and twenty yards in width. The low 
ground has a fertile soil of rich black loam, and 
contains a COllsiderable quantity of timber, wi~b th~ 
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the common pheasant of the Atlantic States; its 
form is much the same. The male has not, however, 
the tufts of long black feathers 011 the sides of the 
neck, so conspicuous in the Atlantic pheasant, and 
both sexes are booted nearly to the toes. The co
lour is a uniform dark brown, with a small mixtnre 
of yellow or yellowish brown lipeeks on some of the 
feathers, particularly those of the tail, though tbe 
extremities of these are perfectly black for about 
an inch. The eye is nearly black, and the iris hag 
a small dash of yellowish brown: the feathers of 
the tail are somewhat longer than those of our 
pheasant, but the same in number, eighteen, amI 
nearly equal in size, except that those of the mid
dle are somewhat the longest; their flesh is white, 
and agreeably flavoured. 

He also saw among the scattered pine near the 
top of the mountain, a blue bird, about the size of 
a robi.n, but in action and form something like a 
jay; it is constantly in motion, hopping from spray 
to spray, and its note, which is loud and frequent, 
is, as far as letters can represent it, char ah! char 
ah! char ah! 

After breakfast we proceeded on: at the distance 
of two and a quarter miles the river enters a high 
mountain, which forms rugged" cliffs of nearly per
pendicular rocks. These are of a black granite at 
the lower part, and the upper consists of a ligbt
coloured freestone; they continue from the point 
of rocks close to the river for nine miles, which we 
?assed before breakfast, during which the current 
IS very strong. At nine and a quarter miles we 
:r~assed all island, and a mpid with a fall of six feet, 
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Thursday, August 1. We left our encampment 
early, and at the distance of a mile reached a point 
of rocks on the left side, where the river passes 
through perpendicular cliffs. Two and three quar
ter miles further we halted for breakfast, under a 
cedar tree in a bend to the right: here, as had been 
previously arranged, captain Lewis left us, with 
sergeant Gass, Chaboneau and Drewyer, intending 
to go in advance in search of the Shoshonees. He 
began his route along the north side of the river, 
over a high range of mountains, as captain Clarke. 
who ascended them on the 26th, had observed from 
them a large valley spreading to the north of west, 
and concluded, that on leaving the mountains the 
river took that direction; but, when he reached 
that valley, captain Lewis found it to be the pas
sage of a large creek, falling just above the moun
tain into the Jefferson. which bears to the south
west. On discovering his error, he bent his COUfEe 

towards that river, which he reached about two in 
the afternoon, very much exhausted with heat and 
thirst. The mountains were very bare of timber, 
and the route lay along steep and narrow hollows 
of the mountain, exposed to the mid-day sun. with
out air, or shade, or water. Just as he arrived there, 
a flock of elk passed. and they killed two of them, 
on which they made their dinner, and left the rest 
on the shore for the party in the canoes. After din
ner they resumed their march, and encamped on 
the north side of the river, after making seventeen 
Illiles; in crossing the mountains, captain Lewis 
saw a flock of the dark or brown pheasant, of which 
he killed one. This bird is one-third larger than 
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the elk left by captain Lewis. We were again well 
supplied with fresh meat. In the course of the day 
we saw a brown bear, but were not able to shoot 
him. 

Friday, August 2. Captain Lewis, who slept in 
the valley a few miles above us, resumed his jour
ney early, and after making five miles, and find
ing that the river still bore to the south, determined 
to cross it, in hopes of shortening the route: for the 
ilrst time, therefore, he waded across it, although 
there are probably many places above the falls, 
where it might be attempted with equal safety. 
The river was about ninety yards wide, the current 
rapid, and about waist deep: the bottom formed 
of smooth pebble with a smal1 mixture of coarse 
gravel. He then continued Along the left bank of 
the river till sun-set, and encamped, after travel
ling twenty-four mile!!. He met no fresh tracks of 
Indians. Throughout the valley are scattered the 
bones and excrement of the buffaloe, of an old date j 
but there seems no hope of meeting the animals 
themselves in the mountains: he saw an abundance 
of deer and antelope, and many tracks of elk and 
bear. Having killed two deer, they feasted sumP'" 
tuously, with a desert of currants of different co,," 
lours; two i;pecies of red, others yellow, deep pur
ple, and black: to these were added black goose
berries, and deep purple serviceberries, somewhat 
larger than ours, from which it differs also in co
lonr, size, and the superior excellence of its flavour. 
In the low grounds of the river were many beaver
dams, formed of willow brush, mud and gravel, so 
closely interwoven, that they resist the water per-
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and reached the entrance of a large cl::ek on the 
left side. In passing this place, the towline of one 
of the canoes br~ke just at the sh09t of the ra pids, 
swung on the rocks, and had nearly upset. To ,the 

creek, as well as the rapid, we gave the name of 
Frazier, after Robert Frazier, one of tl)e pllrty. 
Here the country opens into a beautiful valley, 
from six to eight miles ill width: the river thea 
becomes crooked and crowded with is1ands; its low 
groqnds wide and fertile, but though covered with· 
nne grass from nine inches to two feet high, pos
sesses but a small proportion of timber, and that 
consists almost entirely of a few narrow-leafed cot
tonwood, distributed along the verge of the river. 
The soil of the plain is tolerably fertile, and con
sists of a black or dark yellow loam. It gradually 
ascends, on each side, to the bases of two ranges of 
high mountains, which lie parallel to the river; the 
tops of them are yet in part covered" ith snow, awl 
while in the valley, we are nearly suffocated with 
heat during the day, and at night the air is so cold, 
that two blankQts are not more than sufficient co
vering. In passing through the hil1s, we observed 
some large cedar trees, and some juniper also. From 
Fra,zier's creek we went three and three quarter 
miles, and encamped on the left side, having come 
thirteen miles. Directly opposite our camp is a lnrge 
ereek, which we call Field's creek, from Reuben 
Fields, one of our men. Soon after we halted two 

...Qf the hunters went out, and returned with five deer, 
which, with one big-horn, we killed in coming 
thrQugh the mountaiu; on which we dined, an.d 

VOl.. I, (} L 
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of a small size, and a deep green colour; the stem 
is simple, ascending amI. branching, and seldom 
rises higher than ten or twel ve feet. The mountains 
continue high on each side of the valley, but their 
only covering is a small species of pitch-pine with 
a shoi·t leaf, growing on the lower and middle re
gions, while for some distance below the snowy 
tops, there is neither timber nor herbage of any 
kind. About eleven o'clock Drewyer killed a doe, 
on which they breakfasted, atHl after resting two 
hours continued till night, when they reached the 
river near a low ground more extensive than usual. 
From the appearance of the timber, captain Lewis 
supposed that the river forked above him, and 
therefore encamped) with an intelltion of examining 
it more particularly in the morning. He had now 
macle twenty-three miles, the latter part of which 
were for eight miles through a high plain; covered 
with prickly pears and bearded grass, which ren
dered the walking very inconvenient: but even 
this was beHer than the river bottoms we crossed in 
the evening, which, though apparently level, were 
formed into deep holes, as if they had been rooted 
up by hogs: and the holes were so covered with 
thick grass, that they were in danger of falling at 
every step. Some parts of these low grounds, how
ever, contain turf or peat of an excellent quality, 
for many feet deep apparently, as well as the mi
neral salts which we have already mentioned on the 
:Missouri. They saw many deer, antelopes, ducks, 
geese, some beaver, and great traces of their work, 
and the small birds and cllliews as usual. The only 
fish, which they observed ill this part of the river, 
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fectIy: some of them were five feet high, and 
overflowed several acres of land. 

In the meantime we proceeded on slowly, the 
current being so strong as to require the utmost 
exertions of the men to make any advance, even 
with. the aid of the cord and pole, the wind being 
from the northwest. The river is full of large and 
small islands, and the plain cut by great numbers 
of bayous or channels, ill which are multitudes of 
beaver. In the course of the day we passed some. 
villages of barking-squirrels: we saw several rat
tle-snakes in the plain; young ducks, both of the 
duckon-mallard and red~headed fishing duck spe
cies; some geese; also the black woodpecker, and 
a large herd of elk. The channel, current~ banks, 
and general appearance of the river, are like that 
of yesterday. At fourteen and three quarter miles 
we reached a rapid creek or bayou, about thirty 
yards wide, to which we gave the name of Birth 
creek. After making seventeen miles we halted ill 
a smooth plain in a bend towards the left. 

Saturday 3. Captain Lewis continued his course 
along the river through the valley, which conti
nued much as it was yesterday, except that it now 
widens to nearly twelve miles: the plains, too, are 
more broken, and have some scattered pille near 
the mountaills, where they rise higher than hithertc. 
In the level parts of the plains, and the river bot
toms, there is no timber, except small cottonwood 
near the margin, and an undergrowth of narrow
leafed, willow, small honeysuckle, rosebushes, cur
rants, serviceberry, and gooseberry. a.nd a little of 
a small sp~cies of birch; it is a finely indented oval 
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where the bed of t he river is formed of solid rock: 
this we passed in the course of a mile, and encamped 
on the lower point of an island. Our journey had 
been only thirteen miles, but the badness of the 
river made it very laborious, as the men were com
pelled to be in the water during the greater part 
of the day. We saw only deer, antelopes, and the 
common birds of the country. 

Saturday 4. This morning captain Lewis pro· 
ceeded early, and after going southeast by east for 
four miles, reached a bold running creek. twelve 
yards wide, with clear cold water# furnished appa
rently by four drains from the snowy mountains on 
the left; after passing this creek. he changed his 
direction to southeast, and le~ving the valley in 
which he had travelled for the two last day~, en
tered another which bore east. At the distance of 
three miles on this course he passed a handsome lit
tle river, about thirty yards wide. which wind. 
t 11fough the valley: the current is not rapid, nor 
the water very clear, but it affords a considerable 
qnantity of water, and appears as if it might be 
navigable for some miles. The banks are low. and 
the bed formed of stone aDd gravel. He now 
changed his route to southwest, and passing a high 
plain, which separates the valley», returned to the 
more southern, or that which he had left. In pass
ing this he found a river about forty-five yards 
wide, the water of which has a whitish blue tinge. 
with a gentle current, and a gravelly bottom: this 
he waded, and found it waist deep. He then COIl

tinued down it, till at the distance of three quarters 
of a mile he saw the entrallce of the ,mall river he 
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is the trout, and a species of white fish with a. re
markably long small mouth, which one of our men 
recognize as the fish, called itt the eastern states 
the bottlenose. 

On setting out with the canoes we found tIle 
river, as usua.l, much crowded with islands. the 
current more rapid, as well as shallower; so that 
in many places they were obliged to man the ca
noes double. and drag them over the stone and. 
gra vel of the channel. Soon after we set off, cap
tain Clarke, who was walking on shore, observed a. 
fresh track, which he knew to be that of au Indian 
from the large toes being turned inwards; and, on 
following it, found that it led to the point of a hm 
from which our camp of last night could be seen. 
This circnmstance strengthened the belief that some 
Indian had strayed thither, and had run oft~ alarmed 
at the sight of us. At two and a quarter miles is a 
small creek in a bend towards the right, which runs 
"down from the mountains at a little distance; WE: 

'Called it Panther creek, from an animal of that 
kind killed by Reuben Fields at its mouth.. It is 
precisely the same animal common to the western 
parts of the [1 nited States. and measured seven and 
a half feet (rom the nose to the extremity of the 
'tail. Six>ctml three quarter miles beyond this stream 
is another to the left, forme(l by the drains which 
·convey the melted snows from a mountain near it, 
under whi.ch the river· passes, leaving the low 
grounds 011 the right side, and making several bends 
ill its course. On this stream are many large bea\fer 
dams. One mile above it is a small run on the left; 
and after leaving which begins a very bad rapid, 
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some parts .of the valley the Indians seem t.o have 
destr.oyed a great pr.op.orti.on .of the little timber 
there was, by setting fire t.o the bottoms. He saw 
s.ome antelopes, deer, cranes, geese apd duds of 
the two species common t.o this c.ountry, though 
the summer duck has ceased t.o appear, n.or does it 
seem t.o be an inhabitant .of this part .of the river. 

'Ve pr.oceeded so.on after sunrise: th,e first five 
miles we passed f.our bends .on tbe left, and several 
bay.ons .on both sides. At eight .o'cl.ock we stoppel. 
t.o breakfast, and f.ound the n.ote captain Lewis had 
written on the 2d instant. During the next f.our 
miles \ye passed three small \lends .of tqe river t.o 
the right, tw.o small iglal~ps, and tw.o bay.ous on 
the same side. Here we reached a bluff.on the left; 
.our next course was ,six miles t.o our encampment. 
In this c.ourse we met six circular bends .on the 
right, and several small bay.ous, and halted for the 
night in a l.ow gr.onnd .of co~tollwood.on the right,. 
Our day's journey, though .only fifteen miles in 
length, was very fatiguing. The river is still rapid, 
and the water, though clear, is very much .obstruct
ed by sh.oals .or ripples, at every -two or three hpn~ 
dred yards: at all these places we ar.e oblig.ed to 
drag the can.oes over the st.on~s, as there is not a 
sufficient depth of water t.o floa~ them, amI in the 
other parts the current .oblig.es us to have reCQUfse 
t.o the c.orel. But as the hrushwoodo;n the banks 
will not permit us to walk on shor,e, .we are under 
the necessity .of wading thr.ough the river as we 
drag the b.oats. This S90ll .makes .our feet tender, 
and IiQmetimes .occasions severe falls over the slip
pery stones: and the men, by beillg constantly 
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had just passed: as he went on two miles lower 
down, he found the mouth of the creek he had seen 
in the morning. Proceeding further on three miles, 
he arrived at the junction of this river with another, 
which rises from the southwest, and runs through 
the south valley about twelve miles before it forms 
its junction, where it is fifty yards wide; we now 
found that our camp of last night was about a mile 
and a half above the entrance of this large river 011 

the right side. This i~ a bold, rapid, clear stream, 
but its bed is so much obstructed by gravelly bars, 
and subdivided by islands, that the navigation must 
be very insecure, if not impracticable. The other, 
or middle stream, has about two-thirds its quantity 
of water, is more grotle, and may be safely navi
gated. As far as it could be observed, its course 
was about southwest; but the openillg of the valley 
illduced him to believe, that farther above it turned 
more towards the west. Its water is more turbid and 
warmer than that of the other branch; "hel1ce it 
may be presumed to have its sources at a greater 
distance in the mountains, and to pass through a 
more open country. Under this impression he left 
a note, recommending to Gaptain Clarke the mid
dle fork, and· then continued his course along the 
right side of the other or more rapid branch. After 
travelling twenty-three miles he arrive(l nea,r a 
place where the river leaves the valley and enters 
the mOllntains: here he encamped for the night. 
The country he passed is like that of the rest of 
this valley, though there is more timber in this 
part on the rapid fork than there has heen on the 
river ill the same extent since we entered it; for on 
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this branch as our future route. Captain Lewis now 
rlescended the mountain, and crossed over to the 
middle fork, about five miles distant, and found it 
still perfectly navigable. There is a very large 
and plain Indian road. leading up to it, but it has at 
present no tracks, except those of horses, which 
seem to have used it last spring. The river here 
made a great bend to the southeast, and he there
fore directed his course, as well as he could, to the 
spot where he had directed Chaboneau and Gass to 
repair, and struck the river about three miles above 
their camp. It was now dark, and he therefore was 
obliged to make his way through the thick brush 
of the pulpy-leafed thorn and the prickly-pear for 
two hours before he reached their camp. Here he 
was fortunate enough to find the remains of some 
meat, which was his only food during the march of 
twenty-fi,"e miles to-day. He had seen no game of 
any sort, except a few antelopes, who were very 
shy. The soil of the plains is a meagre clay, of a 
light yellow colour, intermixed with a large pro
portion of gravel, and producing nothing but twisted 
or bearded grass, sedge, and prickly-pear. The 
drier parts of the low grounds are also more indif
ferent in point of soil than those further down the 
river; and although they have but little grass, are 
covered with southern-wood, pulpy-leafed thorn, 
and prickly-pear, while the moist parts are fertile, 
and supplied with fine grass and sandrushes., 

.We passed within the first four and a quarter 
nnlE's three small islands, and the same number of 
b~d r~pids. At the distance of three quarters of 3 

mlle IS another rapid of difficult passage: three 
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wet, are becoming more feeble. In the course of 
the day the hunters killed two deer, some geese and 
ducks, and the party sa.w antelopes, cranes, beaver 
and otter. 

Monday§. This morning Chaboneau complained 
of being unable to march far to-day, and captain 
Lewis therefore ordered him and serjeant Gass to 
pass the rapid river, a)lri proceed through the level 
low ground, to a point of high timber on the mid
dle fork, seven miles distant, and wait his return. 
He then went along the north side of the rapid rive) 
about four miles, where he waded it, and found it 
so rapid and shallow, that it WQuld be impossiLle 
to navigate it. He continued along the left side for 
a mile and a half, when the mountains came close 
on the river, and rise to a considerable height, with 
a partial covering of snow. From this place the 
course of the river was to the east of north. Arter 
ascending with some difficulty a high poiut of the 
mountain, he had a pleasing view of the valley he 
had passed, and which continued for about twellty 
miles further on each side of the middle fork, whieh 
then seemed to enter the mountains, and was lost to 
the view. In that direction, however, the hills, 
which terminate the valley, are much lower than 
those along either of the other forl!.s, particularly 
the rapid Olle, where they continue rising in ranges 
above each other as far as the eye could reach. The 
general oourse too of the middle fork, as well as 
that .of the gap which it forms on entering the 
mountains, is considerably to the south of west; 
circumstauc~J which gave a decided preference tll, 

VOL, L 3 M; 
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course south 30° west, and halted for breakfast. 
Here we were joined by Drewyer, who informed us 
of the state of the two rivers, and of captain Lewis'g 
note, and we immediately began to descend the 
river, in order to take the other branch. On going 
<lown one of the canoes upset, and two others filled 
with water, by which all the baggage was wet, and 
several articles irrecoverably lost. As one of them 
swung round in a rapid current, Whitehouse was 
thrown out of her, and whilst down the canoe passed 
over him, and, had the" ater been two inches shal
lower, woqld have crushed him to pieces; but he 
escaped with a severe bruise of his leg. In order to 
repair these misfortunes, we haetened to the forks, 
where we were joined by captain Lewis, and then 
passed over to the left side, opposite to the entrance 
of the rapid fork, and encamped on a large gravelly 
l1ar, near which there was plenty of wood. Here 
we opened, and exposed to dry, all the articles 
which had suffered from the water: none of them 
were completely spoiled, except a small keg of 
),owtler; the fest of the powder, which was distri
huted in the canoes, was quite safe, although it 
had been under the water upwards of an hour. The 
air is indeed so pure and dry, that allY wood-work 
immediately shrinks, unless it is kept filled with 
water; but we had placed our powder in small 
{:anisters of lead, each containing powder enough 
for the canister when melted into bullets, and se
cured with cork and wax, which answered our 
purpose perfectly. 

C:ptain Lewis had risen very early, and having 
nothmg to eat. sent ou~ Drewyer to the woodland 
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miles and three quarters beyond this are the forks 

of the river, in reaching which we had two islands 
and several bayous on different sides to pass. Here 
we had come nine miles and a quarter. The river 
was straighter and more rapid than yesterday, the 
labour of the navigation proportionally increased, 
and we therefore proceeded very slowly, as the feet 
of several of the men were swollen, and all were 

languid with fatigue. 
We arrived at the forks about four o'clock, but 

unluckily captain Lewis's note had been left on a 
green pole, which the beaver had cut.down, and 
carried off with the note; an accident which de
prived us of all information as to the character of 
the two branches of the river. Observing, there
fore, that the northwest fork was most in our direc
tion, we ascended it: we found it extremely rapid, 
and its waters were I!cattered in such a manner, 
that for a quarter of a mile we were forced to cut 
a passage through the willow brush that leaned over 
the little channels and united at the top. After 
going up it for a mile, we encamped on an island 
which had been overflowed. and was still so wet 
that we were compelled to make beds of brush to 
keep ourselves out of the mud. Our provision con
sisted of two deer which had been killed ill the 
morning. 

Tuesday 6. We proceeded up the northwest fork 
which we found still very rapid, and divided b; 
several islands, while the plains near it were inter
sected by bayous. After passing with much diffi
culty over stones and rapids. we reached a bluff 011 

the right, at the distance of n~ne miles. our general 
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we readily infer, that the supply is more precarious 
than that of the other branch, the waters of which, 
though more gentle, are more constant. This north
west fork we called Wisdom river. 

As soon as the baggage was dried it was reloaded 
on board the boats, hut we now found it so much 
diminished, that we would be able to proceed Witll 
one canoe less. ,,y e therefore hauled up the super
fluous one into a thicket of brush, where we secured 
her against being swept away by the high tille. At 
one o'clock all set out, except captain Lewis, who 
remained till the evenihg. in order to com plete the 
obsenation of equal altitudes: we passed several 
bends of the river, both to the right and left, as 
well as a number of bayous on both sides, and made 
seven miles by water, though the distance by land 
is only three. We then encamped on a creek, whicb 
rises in a high mountain to the northeast, and after 
passing l1mmgh an open plain fOf several miles, dis
charges itself 011 the left, where it is a bold running 
stream twel ve yards wide. We called it Turf creek, 
from the number of bogs, and the quantity of turf 
on its waters. In the course of the afternoon there 
fell a shower of rain, attended with thunder and 
lightning, which lasted about forty minutes; and 
the weather remained so cloudy all night, tha~ we 
were unable to take any lunar observations. Uneasy 
about Shannon, we sent R. Fields in search of him 
this morning, but we have as yet 110 intelligence 
of either of them. Our only game to-day was one 
deer. 

. Thursday 8. There was a heavy dew this morn
lilt· Ha viug left olle of the canoes, there are DOW 
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on the left in search of a deer, and directed se.rgeant 
Gass to keep along the middle branch, to meet U3 

if we were descending it. He then set out widl 
Chaboneau towards the forks, but five tniles above 
them, hearing us on the left, struck the river as we 
were descending, and catne on board at the forks. 

In the evening we killed three deer and four elk~ 
which furnished us once more with a plentiful 
supply of meat. Shannon, the same man who was 
lost before for fifteen da Y9, was sent out this mor
ning to hunt up the northwest fork; when we de
cided on returning, Drewyer was directed to go in 
quest of him, but he returned with information that 
he had gone several miles up the l'iver without 
being able to find Shannon. We now had the 
trumpet sounded, aud fired several guns, but he 
did not return, and we fear he is again lost. 

Wednesday 7. We remained here this morning. 
for the purpose of making some oeleiitial observa
tions, and also in order to refreeh the men, and 
complete the drying of the baggage. We obtained 
a meridian altitude, whieh gave the latitude of our 
camp as north 45° 2' 43" 8'''. We were now com
pletely satisfied that the middle branch was the mosi 
navigable, and the true continuation of the J effer
!lon. The north west fork seems to be the drain of 
the melting snows of the mountains; its course can
not be so long as the other branch, and although it 
contains now as great a quantity of water, yet the 
water has obviously overflowed the old bed and 
spread into channels. which leave the low grounds 
covered with young grass, resembling that of the 
.adjoinillg lands whieh are 110t inundated; wheuc~ 
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the last fourteen miles we passed thirty-five of 
them, all inclining towards the right; it is, how
ever, much more gentle and deep than below Wis
dom river, and its general width is from thirty
five to forty-five yards. The general appearance 
of the surrounding country is tbat of a valley five 
Qr six miles wide, inclQsed between two high moun
taim. The bottom is rich, with some small timber 
on the islands, and along the river, which consists 
rather of underbrush, and a few cottonwood, birch, 
and willow-trees. The bigh grounds have some 
Fcattered pine, which just relieve the general na
kedl~ess of the hills and the plain, where there is 
nothing except grass. Along the bottoms we saw 
to-aay, a considerable qualltity of the buffaloe clo
'\'er, the sunflower, fla"l:. green sward, thistle, and 
several species of rye grass, some ()f which rise to 
the height of three or four feet. There is also a 
grass with a soft smooth leaf, wltlch rises ahout 
three feet high, and bears its seed very much like 
the timothy; but it does 1I0t grow luxuriantly, nor 
would it apparently answer so well in our mead()ws . 
as that plant. We preserved some of its seed, which 
are llOW ripe~ ~n order to make the experiment. Our 
game consisted of deer and antelope, and we saw a 
number of geese and ducks just beginning to fly, 
and some cranes. Among the inferior animals, we 
have an abundance of the large biting or hare fly~ 
of which there are two species, one black, the other 
smaller and brown, except the head, which is green. 
The green, or blowing flies, unite with them in 
swarms to attack us, and seem to have relieved the 
"ye-gnats, who have now disappeared. The mos-
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more rom to spare for the chace:- and four were 
sellt out at an early hour, after which we proceeded. 
We made five miles by water along two islands and 
s·everal bayous, but as the river formed seven dif
ferent bends towards the left, the distance by land 
was only two miles south of our encampment. At 
the end of that course, we reached the upper prin
cipal entrance of a stream, which we called Philan
thropy river. This river empties itself into the J ef
ferson on the southeast side, by two channels, a 
short distance from each other: from its size, and 
its south-eastern COUf!!e, we presume that it rises ill 
the Rocky mountains, near the sources of the Ma
dison. It is thirty yards wide at its entrance, has a 
very gentle current, and is navigable for some dis
tance. One mile above this river we passe(t an 
island, a second at the distance of six miles further, 
during which the river makes a considerable bend 
to the east. Reuben Fields returned with informa
tion about noon, that he had gone up Wisdom river 
till its entrance into the mountains, but could find 
nothing of Shannon. We made seven miles beyond 
the last island, amI after passing some small bayous, 
encamped under a few high trees 011 the left, at 
the distance of fourteen miles above Philanthropy 
river by water, though only six by land. 

The river has, in fact, become so very crooked, 
that although by means of the pole. which we now 
use constantly, we make a considerable distance, 
yet being obliged to follow its windings, at the end 
of the day we find ourselves very little advancecl 
on our general course. It forms itself into small cir
cular bends, which are so numerous, that within 
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there were more rapid's in the river than yesterday. 
At eight o·'clock we halted for breakfast, part of 
which consisted of two fine geese, killed before we 
stopped. Here we were joined by ShalUlon, for 
whose safety we had been so uneasy. The day on 
which he left us, 011 his way up Wisdom river, after 
hunting for some time and not seeing the party 
arrive, he returued to the place where he had left 
tIS; not finding us there, he supposed we had passed 
him, and he therefore ma~ched up the river during 
all the next day, when he was convinced that we 
had 110t gone on, as the river was no longer navi
gable. He now followed the course of the river 
down to the forks, and then took the branch which 
we are pursuing. During the three days of his ab
,ence he had been much wearied with his march, 
but had lived plentifully, and brought the skins of 
three deer. As far as he had ascended Wisdom 
river, it kept its course ohliquely down towards the 
Jefferson. Immediately after breakfast, captain 
Lewis took Drewyer, Shields and l\'l'NeaJ, an4 
slinging their lmapsacks, they set out with a reso
lution to meet some nation of Indians before they 
ft'turned, however long they might be separated 
from the party. He directed his course across the 
low ground to the plain on the right, leaving the 
lleaver's-head about two miles to the left. After 
walking eight miles to the river, which they waded, 
they went on to a commanding point, from which 
he saw the place at which it eniers tile mountaiu; 
~)ut ~s the distance would not permit his reaching 
It thIS evening, he descended towards the river, 
antI after travelling eight miles further, encamped 
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chftoes too are in large quantities. but not so trou
blesome as they were below. Through the valley 
are scattered bogs; and some very good turf; the 
earth of which the mud is composed is of a white or 
bluish white colour, and seems to be argillaceous, 
On all the three rivers; but particularly on th~ 
Philanthropy, are immense quantities of beaver, 
otter, and musk-rat. At our camp there was au 
abundance of rose-bushes and bl iars, but so little 
timber, that we were obliged to use willow,-brush 
for fuel. The night was again cloudy, which pre
vented the lunar observations. 

On our right is the point of a high plain, which 
our Indian woman recognises as the place called 
the Beaver's..:head, from a supposed resemblance -10 

that object. This, she says. is 110t far from the 
summer retreat of her countrymen, which is 011 a 
river beyond the mountains, and 1 unning to the 
west. She ill therefore certain that we shall meet 
them either on this river, or 011 that immediately 
,west of its source, which, judging from its present 
size, cannot be far distant. Persuaded of the abso
lute necessity of procuring horses to cross the moun .. 
1ain!!, it was determined that one of us should pro
ceed in the morning to the head of the river, allll 
penetrate the mountains till he found the Shoshonees 
()r some other nation who could assist U8 in transport
ing our baggage, the greater part of which we 
shall be compelled to leave without the aid of 
horses. 

Friday 9. The morning was fair and fine. We 
set off early, and proceeded all very well, thoug'h 

"01.. 1. 3 N 
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3 hasty dinner they returned to the Indian road, 
which they had left for a short distance to see the 
cliff. It lecl them sometimes over the hills, some
times in the narrow bottoms of the riTer, till at the 
distance of fifteen miles from the Rattlesnake cliffs 
they reached a halJ.dsome open and level valley, 
where the river divided into nearly two equal 
branches. The mountains over which they passed 
were 110t very high, but are rugged, amI continue 
close to the river side. The river, "hich before it 
enters the mountain was rapid, rocky, very croolled, 
much divided by islands, and shallow, now becomes 
more direct in its course as it is hemmed in by the 
hills, lJ,ud has not so many bends nor islands, but 
hecomes more rapiel and rocky, and continues as 
shallow. On examining the two branches of the 
river, it was evident that neither of them was navi
gable further. The road forked with the river; and 
captain I.ewis therefore sent a man up each of them 
for a short distance, in order that by comparing 
their respective information. he might be able to 
take that which seemed to have heen most used this 
epring. From their account he resoLved to choose 
that which led along the southwest hranch of the 
river, which was rather the smaller of the two: he 
accordingly wrote a note to captain Clarke, inform
ing him of the route, and recommending his stay-:
ing with the party at the forks till he should re
turn. This he fixed on a dry willow pole at the 
forks of the river, and then proceeded up the south-: 
west branch; but after going a mile and a half the 
road became scarcely distinguishable, and the tracks 
of ~he horses, which he had followed along the J&f~ 
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for the evening some miles below tht' monntai·), 
They passed, before reaching their camp, a hand

flome little stream, formed by some large springs, 
which rise in the wide bottom on the left side of the 
river. In their way they killed two ante/opt's, ami 
took with them enough of the meat for their supper 
and breakfast the next morning. 

In t,he meantime we proceeded, and in the course 
of eleven miles from our last encampment, passed 
two small islands, sixteen short round hends in the 
river, and halted in a bend towards the right, where 
we dined. The river increases in rapidity as we 
advance, and is so crooked, that the eleven miles, 
which have cost us so much labour, only bring U9 

four miles in a dire-ct line. The weather became 
overcast towards evening, and we experienced a 
slight shower, attended with thunder and lightning. 
The three hunters, Who were seQt out, killed only 
two antelopes; game of every kind being scarce. 
Sat~rday 10. Captain Lewis continued his route 

at an early hour through the wide bottom along 
"the left bank of the river. At about five miles he 
passed a large creek, and then fell into an Indian 
road leading towards the point whele the river 
entered the mountain. This he followed till he 
reached a high perpendicular cliff of rocks, where 
,the river makes its passage through the hills, and 
which he called the Rattlesnake cliff, from the 
number of that animal which he saw there: here he 
kindled a fire and w~ited the return of Drewyer, 
who had been sent ou~ on the way to kill a deer; 
~e came back about noon with the skins of three 
4eer, and ~he ~esh Qf Oll,e of the best of them. AfteJ;" 
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twisted grass, the pulpy-leafed thorn, southern
wood and wild sage, and, like the uplands, have a 
very inferior soil. These last have little more than 
the prickly pear, and the twisted or bearded grass; 
nor are there, in the whole cove, more than three 
or four cottonwood trees, and those are small. At 
the apparent extremity of the bottom above, and 
about ten miles to the westward, are two perpendi
cular cliffs, rising to a considerable height on each 
side of the river, and at this distance seem like a 
gate. In the meantime we proceeded at sunrise, and 
found the river not so rapid as yesterday, though 
more narrow, and still very crooked, and so shallow 
that we were obliged to drag the canoes over mally 
ripples in the course of the day. At six and a half 
miles we had passed eight bends ou the north, and 
two small bayous on the left, and came to what the 
Indians call the Beaver's-head, a steep rockycHff, 
about one hundred and fifty feet high, near the 
right side of the river. Opposite to thisl! at three 
hundred yards from the water, is a low cliff, about 
fifty feet in height, which forms the extremity of a 
IIpur of the mountain about four miles distant on 
the left. At four o'clock, we were o"ertaken by a 
11eavy shower of rain, attended wi~h thunder, light
ning and hail. The party were defe:uded from the 
hail, by covering themselves with willow bushes, 
but they got completely wet, and in this situation, 
as soon as the rain ceased, continued till we en
camped. This we did at a low bluff on the left, 
after passing, in the COUTse of six and a half miles, 
four islands and eighteen bends on the right, and 
a low bluff and several bayous on the same side. 
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ferson, were no longer seen. Captain Lewis there
fore returned to examine the other road himjlelf, 
and found that the horses had, in fact, passed along 
the western or right fork, which had the additional 
recommendation of being larger than the other. 

This road he conclude£l to take, and tl1erefore 
sellt back Drewyer to the forks, with a second let
ter to captain Clarke, apprising him of the change, 
and then proceeded on. The valley of the west 
fork, through which he now passed, bears a little 
to the north of west, and is confined within the 
~pace of about a mile in width, by rough moun
taint and steep cliffs of rock. At the distance of 
four and a half mile8 it opene into a beautiful and 
extensive plain, about ten miles long, and five or 
six in width: this is surrounded on an sides by 
higher rolling or waving country, intersected by 
several little rivulets from the mountains, each bor
dered by its wide meadows. The whole prospect is 
bounded by these mountain8, which nearly surround 
it, so as to form a beautiful cove, about sixteen or 
ei~hteen miles in diameter. On entering this cove, 
the river bends to the northwest, and bathes the 
foot of the hills to the right. At this place they 
haHed for the night, on tIle right side of the river, 
and having lighted a fire of dry willow blUsh. the 
only fuel which the country affords~ supped on a 
deer. They had travelled to-day thirty miles by 
estimate: that is, ten to the Rattlesnake cliff, fif
teen to the forks of Jefferson river, and five to their 
encampment. In this cove, some parts of the low 
grounds are tolerably fertile; but much the greater 
proportion is covered wi1h Fickly pear, sedge~ 
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ward to the pass, sending one man along the riV'~r 
to his left, and anotlier on the right, with oruers to 
search for the road; and, if they found it, to let 
him know, by raising a hat on the muzzle of their 
gUllS. In this order they went along for about be 
miles, when captain Lewis perceived, Wlth the 
greatest delight, a man on horseback, at the dis
tance of two miles, coming down the plain towards 
them. On examining him with the glass, captain 
Lewis saw that he was of a different nation from 
any Indians we had hitherto met: he was armed 
with a bow and a quiver of arrows; mounted on all 

elegant horse without a saddle, and a small string, 
attached to the under jaw, answered as a bridle. 
Conyinced that he was a 8hoshonee, and knowing 
how much of our success depended on the friendly 
offices of that nation, captain Lewis was full of 
anxiety to approach without alarming him, and 
endeavour to convince him that he was a white 
man. He, therefore, proceeded on towards the 
Indian, at his usual pace; when they were within 
a mile of each other, the Indian suddenly stopped, 
captain Lewis immediately followed his example, 
took his blanket from his knapsack, and holding it 
with both hands at the two corners, threw it above 
his head, and unfolded it as he brought it to the 
ground, as if in the act of spreading it. This sig
nal, which originates in the practice of spreading a 
robe or a skin, as a seat for guests to whom they 
wish to show a distinguished kindness, is the uni
versal sign of friendship among the Indians on the 
:Missouri and the Rocky mountains. As usual, 
captain Lewis repeated this sigllal ~hree times: still 
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We had now come thirteen miles, yet were only 
four on our route towards the mountains. The game 
seems to be declining, for our hunters procurell 
only a single deer, though we found another for us, 
that had been killed'three days before by one of the 
hunters, during an excursion" and left for us 011 

the river. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

Captain Lewis proceells before the main body in search of tbe Shosltonea
bis ill success on the first interview-the party with captain LeWis at lengtll 
discover the source of tbe Missouri-(:aptain Clarke, with the maitl body, 
Itill employed in _ding the Missouri, or Jefferson river-captain Lewis', 
lecond interview with the Shosbonees attended with success-the interesting 
ceremonies of bis first Introduction to tbe nativell detailed at large-their 
bospitality-tbeir mode of hunting tbe antelope-the difficulties encountered 
by captain Clarke and the main body in ascending the .-iyer-the suspicions 
entertained of captain Lewis by the Shosbonees, and his mode of allaying 
them-the ravenuus appetites of the savages illustrated by a singular adven
ture-the Indi:LRG Iltiiljealous, and the great pains taken by captain Lew~ 
ill preserve tl.eir cOIlQdence-(:aptain Clarke arrives with the main body, 
e:Jhausted by the dilliclllties wblch they Ilnderwent. 

Sunday, August II. CAPTAIN Lewis again 
proceeded on early, but had the mortification to 
find. that the trac k which he followed yesterday 
soon disappeared. He determined, therefore, to go 
on to the narrow gate, or pass of the river, which 
he had seen from the camp, in hopes of being able 
to recover the Indian path. For this purpose he 
waded across the river. which was now about twelve 
yards wide, and barred in several places by the 
dams of the beaver, and then went svaight fQI-
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with him vanished all the hopes, which the sight of 
him had inspired, of a friendly introduction to his 
countrymen. Though sadly disappointed by the 
imprudence of his two men, captain Lewis deter
mined to make the incident of some use, and there
fore calling the men to him, they all set off after 
the track of the horse, which they hoped migllt 
lead them to the camp of the Indian who had fled, 
or if he had given the alarm to any small party, 
their track might conduct them to the body of the 
nation. They now fixed a small flag of the United 
States on a pole, which was carried by one of the 
men, as a signal of their friendly intentions, should 
the Indians observe them as they were advancing. 
The route lay across an island, forme(l by a nearly 
equal division of the creek in the bottom: after 
reaching the open grounds on the right side of the 
creek, the track turned towards some high hills 
about three miles d~stant. Presuming that the 
Indian camp might be among these hills, and that 
by advancing hastily he might be seen aud alarm 
them, captain Lewis sought an elevate(l situation 
near the creek, had a fire made of willow brush, 
and took breakfast. At the same time he prepared 
a small aseortment of beads, trinkets, awls, some 
paint and a looking-glass, and placed them on a 
pole near the fire, in order that if the Indians re
turned, they might discover that the party were 
white men and friends. Whilst making these pre
parations, a very heavy shower of rain and hail 
came on, and wet them to the skin: in about twenty 
minutes it was over, and captain Lewis then re
newed his pursuit; but as the rai~ had made the 
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the lndi3U kept his position, and looked with an ail' 
of suspilCion Oll Drewyer. allld Shields, who were IlOW 

advaooing on eaeh' side. Captain Lewis was afraid 
to make Mty agnaI; fur, them to halt, lest he should 
increase the suspieil011S of the Indian, who began to 
be uneasy. and tBey were too distant to hear his 
voice. He, therefore, took from his pack some 
beads, a looking-gla'Si', and a few trinkets, which 
he had brought for the purpose, and, leaving his 
gun, advanced unarmed towards the Indian. He 
remained in the same position till captain Lewis 
came within two hundred yards of him, when he 
tumed his horse, and began to move off slow Iy ; 
captain Lewis then caned out to him, in as loud a 
voice ashe could, repeating the word. tabba bone! 
whi~hil1 the Shoshonee language means white man; 
h1.Jt looking over his shoulder, the Il1dian kept his 
eyes on Drewyer and Shields, who were sti 11 ad
vancing, without recollecting the impropriety of 
doing so at such a moment, till captain Lewis made 
a signal to them to hal t: this Drewyer obeyed, but 
Shields did not observe it, and still went forward. 
Seeing Drewyer halt, the Indian turned his horse 
about, as if to wait for captain Lewis, who now 
reached within one hundred and fifty paces, re
peating the word tabba bone, and holding up the 
trinkets in his hand, at the same time stripping up 
the sleeve of his shirt, to show the colour of his skin. 
The Indian suffered him to advance within oue' 
hundredpa.ees, then suddenly turned his horse, and 
giving him the whip, leaped across the creek, and 
d.isappea.red in an instant among the willow busheil : 

VOT.. ~. a Q ' 
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and fifteen belHls towards the right; then, at the 
distance of Bevel} miles and a half, we encamped on 
the upper end of a large island 'near the right. The 
river was shallow and rapid, so that we were obliged 
to be in the water during a great part of the day, 
dragging the canoes over the shoals and ripples. 
Its course too was so crooked, that notwithstanding 
we had made fourteen miles by water, we were ol1ly 
five miles from our encampment of last Right. The 
country consists of a low ground on the river, about 
fi ve miles wide, and succeeded on both sides by 
plains of the same extent, which reach to the base 
of the mountains. These low grounds are very much 
intersected by bayous; and in those on the left side 
is a large proportion of bog , covered with taU grass, 
which would yield a fine turf. There are very few 
trees, and those small narrow-leafed cottORW6od: 
the principal growth being the narrow-leafed wil
low, and currant bushes, among whiCh were some 
bunches of privy near the river. We saw a number 
of geese, ducks, beaver. otter, «leer and antelopes, 
of all which one beaver was killed with a pole from 
the boat, three otters with a tomahawk, ana the 
hunters brought in three deer ,and an antelope. 

:M:onday 12. This morning, as soon as it was light, 
captain Lewis sent Drewyer to reconnoitre, if P08-

si.ble, the route of the Indians: in about an hoUl' 
and a half he returneel, after fonowing tile tracks 
of the horse which we bad lost yesterd;ay :to the 
mountains, where they ascended, aud were no 
longer visible. Captaiill Lewis nGW decided on 
making the circuit along the foot of the mountaiJ19 
.. hich formed the cove, expecting by that m~ans 
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grass which the horse had trodden down rise again, 
his track could with difficulty be distinguished. 
As they went along they passed several places where 
the Indians seemed to have been digging roots to
day, and saw the fresh track of eight or ten horses; 
but they had been wandering about in so confused 
a manner, that he could not discern any particular 
path, and at last, after pursuing it about four miles 
along the valley to the left under the foot of t~e 
hills, he lost the track of the fugitive Indian. Near 
the head of the valley they had passed a large bog 
covered with moss and tall grass, among which 
were several springs of pure cold water: they now 
turned a little to the left along the foot of the high 
hills, and reached a small creek, where they en
camped for the night, having made about twenty 
miles, though not more than ten ill a direct line 
from their camp of last evening. 

The morning being rainy and wet, we did not 
set out with the canoes till after an early breakfast. 
During the first three miles we passed three small 
islands, six bayous on different sides of the river, 
and the same number of bends towards the right . 

. Here we reached the lower point of a large island, 
which we called Three-thousand-mile island, on 
account of its being at that distance from the mouth 
of the Missouri. It is three miles and a half in 
length: and, as we coasted along it, we passed 
several small bends of the river towards the left, 
and two bayous on the Slime side. After leaving the 
upper point of Three-thousand-mile island, we fol
lowed tb.e main channel on the left side, which led 
us by three smallislandsJ and several small bayous, 
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till, after going two miles, it had so greatly dimi .. 
nished in width, that one of the men, in a fit of 
enthusiasm, with one foot on each side of the river, 
thanked God that he had lived to bestride the Mis-
souri. As they went along their hopes of soon seeing 
the waters of the Columbia arose almost to painful 
anxiety, when, after four miles from the last abrupt 
turn of the river, they reached a small gap, formed 
by the high mountains which recede on each side, 
leaving room for the Indian road. From the foot of 
one of the lowest of these mountains, which rises 
with a gentle ascent of about half a mile, issues the 
remotest water of the Missouri. 

They had now reached the hidden sources of that 
river, which had never before been seen by civi
lized man; and as they quenched their thirst at the 
chaste and icy fountain-as they sat <WWll by the 
brink of that little rivulet, which yielded its distant 
and modest tribute to the parent ocean, they felt 
themselves rewarded for all their labours and all 
their difficulties. They left reluctantly this inte
resting spot, and pursuing the Indian road through 
the interval of the hills, arrived at the top of a 
ridge, from which they saw high mountains par
tially covered with snow still to the west of them. 

The ridge on which they stood, formed the dilid
ing line between the waters of the Atlantic and 
Pacific oceans. They followed a descent much 
steeper than that on the eastern side, aJil,d at the 
distance of three quarters of a mile reached a hand-
1I0me bold creek of cold clear water running to the 
westward. They stopped to taste, for the first time, 
the waters of the Columbia; and after a few minutes 
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to find a road across them, and acc6rningly sel1t 
Drewyer on oue side, and Shields on the 'Other. 1ft 
this way they crossed four smaH rivulets near cadI. 
other, on which were smne bowers or conical lodges 
of willow brush, wlaicn seemed to have been made 
recently. From the ·manner i.n Wl1ich the ground ill 
the neighbourhood. was torn up, tlle Indians ap
pearei to b.avebeen gathering roots; but captain 
Lewis could not discover what particular plant 
they were searcbing for; nor could he find any 
fresh tracK, till. at the distance of four miles from 
his camp., he met a large plain Indian road, which 
came iuto the cove from the northeast, and wound 
along the foot of the mountains to the southwest, 
a.pproaebing -obliquely the main stream he had left 
yesterday. Down this road he now went towards 
the southwest: at the -distance of five miles it 
crossed a large run or creek. which is a principal 
t»ra'llch of the main stream into which it faUs, just 
above the high cliffs or gates observed yesterday, 
and ·which they now saw below them: here they 
bal~ed. alDa breakfasted an the last of the deer, 
keeping a small piece of pork in reserve against 
accident : they then continued through the low 
bottom al~ug the main stream near the foot of the 
mountMns on their right. For the first five miles 
the vaHey conthmes towa·rds the southwest from 
two to three miles in width; then the main stream, 
which had received two small branches from tke 
left in the valley, tums abruptly to the west through 
a Mrrow bott'Om ,hetween the mountains. The road 
was still plain; and a;s it le(~ them directly on toward'S 
~e mQuntain~ the stream graduaUy became smaUe·r, 
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constantly in the water, are getting feeble an~ 
Wile, and so much wore down, by fatigue, 1Ihat they 
are very anxious to commellce travelling by land •. 
We went along the main, channel, w.llich is on the 
T.ight side; and aftell passing nine bends: ill, thM. 
direction, three islands, a.nd a, number of ba;yous:,. 
:r.eached, at the distance of :&i-v~ amI. a half mires,. 
tfte upper point of a large islamd:. At noon themi 
was a storm of tlnmd.er, which continued abou~ 
half an. houe; afbm" which w~' pLocf!"e&d, but as: it. 
'Wail necessary to doog the canoes over the shoabt 
and' rapids, made but little pmgress. On leaving 
the island~ we paes.ed:- a mmlber-(tf short bends; se
veral bayous, and one run of wabll' on the- rightl 
side, and, having gone by fuur small and two large 
islands; encamped on 3i smooth plain to the left~ 
near a few oottonwood tr.ees: o'Qr journey by water 
'Was· just twelv.e miles, and) four in i:I. d~recfi line. 
The hunter>s supplied us with three deen~d afawn. 

Tuesday 13. Very early. in the morning, c3:{!taiJ}' 
Lewis. resumed: the Indian road, wh ieh led, him in 
a western direction, through an 0pffllbrokencoun
try; (ttl the left was a deep valley, at the foet of III 
high r.ange of mountainl!l~ running· from southeallfl 
to northwes.t. with their sides betteI'- clad, with tim
ber· than the hills, to which, we have be~n for s~me 
time accustomed, and their tops covered in paJl~ 
with snow,. At five miles, distance, after- followin~ 
the long, descent of another valley, he I'eaohed 3J 

creek about ten yards wide; and on :rising· the hill 
beyond it, had a view. of a handsome little valley 
OIl th~ left, about a mile in width, through, wAliclt 
they Judg.ed, from. the appearance of tQe ti~, 
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followed the road across steep hills and low hollows, 
till they reached a spring on the side of a mountain: 
here they found a sufficient quantity of dry willow
brush for fuel, and therefore halted for the night; 
and having killed nothing ill the course of the day, 
supped on their last piece of pork, and trusted to 
fortune for some other food, to mix with a little 
flour and parched meal, which was all that now 
remained of their provisioll!!. Before reaching the 
fountain of the Missouri, they saw several large 
hawks, nearly black, and some of the heath cocks: 
these last have a long pointed tail, and are of a 
uniform dark brown colour, much larger than the 
common dunghill fowl, and similar ill habits and 
the mode of flying to the grouse or prairie hen. 
Drewyer also wounded, at the distance of one hUll-

. dred aQd thirty yards, an animal which we had 
not yet seen, but which after falling recovered it
self amI escaped. It seemed to be of the fox kind f 

rather larger than the small wolf of the plains, and 
with a skin in which black and reddish brown were 
curiously intermixed. On the creek of the Colum
bia they found a species of currant, which does not 
grow as high as that of the Missouri, though it is 
more branching, and its leaf, the under disk of 
which is covered with a hairy pubescence, is twice 
as large. The fruit is of the ordinary size and shape 
of the currant, amI supported in the usual manner, 
but is of a deep purple colour, acid, and of a very 
i.lferior flavour. "" 

We proceeded on in the boats, but as the river 
was very shallow and rapid, the navigation is ex .. 
tremely difficultl and the men, who ~re aJmost 
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vince the fugitives of his friendly disposition, but 
tht'y would not suffer him to take hold of them, 
and soon left him. He now made a signal to the 
men, who joined him, and then all followed the 
track of the Indians, which led along a ~onth1Ua
tion of the same road they had been already travel
ling. It was dusty, and seemed to have been much 
used lately both by foot-passengers and horsemen. 
They had not gone along it more than a mile, when 
on a sudden they saw three female Indians, from 
whom they had been concealed by the deep ravines 
which intersected the road, till they were now 
within thirty paces of each other: o~e of them, a 
young woman, immediately took to flight; the other 
two, an elderly woman and a little girl, seeing we 
were too llear for them to escape, sat on the ground, 
amI holding down their heads, seemed as if recOIl
ciled to the death which they supposed awaited 
them. The same habit of holding down the head, 
and inviting the enemy to strike, 'W ben all ehance 
of escape is gone, is preserved in Egypt to this day, 
Captain Lewis instantly put down his rifle, and ad
vancing towards them, took the wpmall by the hand, 
raised her up, and repeated the word tabba bone! 
at the same time stripping up his shirt sleeve, to 
}HOVe that he was a white man; for his hands and 
face had l)ecorQe by constant exposure quite as 
dark as their own. She appeared immediately re
Jieved from her alarm, and Drewyer and Shields 
now coming up, captain Lewis gave them some 
be~ds, a few awls, pewter mirrors, and a little 
pamt, and told Drewyer to request the woman to 
fecal her companion~ who had escaped to some dis-
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that some stream of water most: probabl y passed. 
On the creek they had just left, were some bushes 
of the white maple, the sumach of the small species 
w~th the winged rib, and a species of honeysucklf'. 
res~mbling in its general appearance and the shape 
of its leaf, the small honeysuckle of the Missouri, 
except that it is rather larger, and bears a globular 
berry, about the size of a garden pea, of a white 
colour, and formed of a soft, white, mucilaginous 
substance, in which are several small brown seeds 
irregularly scattered without any cell, and enve~ 
loped in a smooth thin pellicle. 

They proceeded along a waving plain parallel tG 
this valley for about fOl}.r miles, when they disco
vered two women, a man, and some dogs on an 
eminence, at the distance of a mile before them. 
The strangers first viewed them apparently with 
much attention for a few minutes, and then two of 
them sat down, as if to await captain Lewis's 
arrival. He went on till he reached within about 
half a mile, then ordering his party to stop, put 
down his knapsack and rifle, and unfurling the 
flag advanced alone towards the Indians. The feo:
males soon retreated behind the hill, but the man 
remained till captain Lewis came within a huildred 
yards of him, when he too went off, though captaiIl 
Lewis called out tabba bone! loud enough io be 
heard distinctly. He hastened to the top of the hill, 
but they had all disappeared. The dogs, however, 
were less shy, and came close to him: he therefore 
thought of tying a handkerchief with some beads 
round their l1ecks~ and then let them loose, to con~ 

VOL. I. 3 P 
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lighted a pipe, and offered it to the Indians, who 
had now seated themselves in a circle around the 
party. But before they would receive this mark of 
friendship they pulled off their moccasin,; a cus
tom, as we afterwards learned, which indicates the 
sacred sincerity of their professions when they smoke 
with a stranger, and which imprecates on them
selves the misery of going barefoot for ever, ifthey 
are faithless to their words; a penalty by no means 
light to those who rove over the thorny plains of 
their country. 

It is not unworthy to remark the analogy which 
some of the customs of those wild children of the 
.",;rilderness bear to thoge recorded in holy writ. 
l\Ioses is admonished to pull off his shoes, for the 
place on which he stood was holy ground. Why 
this was enjoined as an act of peculiar reverence, 
(bes not appear; whether it was from the circum
stance, that "in the arid region, in which the patri
arch then resided, it was deemed a test of the sin
cerity of devotion to walk upon the burning sands 
barefooted, "in some measure analagous to the pains 
inflicted by the prickly pear. 

After smoking a few pipes, some trifling presents 
were distributed amongst them, with which they 
seemed very much pleased, particularly with the 
blue beads and the vermillion. Captain Lewis then 
informed the chief, that the object of his visit was 
friendly, and should be explained as soon as he 
reached their camp; but that ill the meantime, as 
the sun was oppressive, and 110 water n6,!lr, he wished 
to ~o there as soon as possible. They now put on 
then moccasins, and their chief, whose name Wal' 
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tance, and by alarming the Indians might cause 
them to attack him without any time for explana
tiOll. She did as she was desited, and the young 
woman returned almost out of breath: captain 
Lewis gave her an equal portion of trinkets, and 
painted the tawny cheeks of all three of them with 
vermillion; a ceremony which among the Shosho
nees is emblematic of peace. After they had be
come composed, he informed them by signs of his 
wish to go to their camp, in order to see their chiefs 
and warriors; they readily obeyed, and conducted 
the party along the same road down the river. In 
this way they marched two miles, when they met 
a troop of nearly sixty warriors, mounted on ex
cellent horses, riding at full speed towards them, 
As they advanced captain Lewis put down his gun, 
and went with the flag about fifty paces in advance. 
The chief, who with two men were riding in front 
of the main body, spoke to the women, who now 
eXplained, that the party was composed of white 
men, and showed exultingly the presents they had 
received. The three men immediately leaped from 
their horses, came up to captain Lewis, and em
braced him with great cordiality, putting their 
left arm over his right shoulder, and clasping his 
back, applying at the same time their left cheek 
to his, and frequently vociferating ah hi e! ah hi e! 
" I am much pleased, 1 am much rejoiced.'; The 
whole body of warriors now came forward, and our 
men received the caresses, and no small share of the 
grease and paint of their new friends. After this 
fraternal, embrace, of which the motive was much 
more agreeable than the manner, captain Lewis 
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the pipe; but the chief drew it back, and continued 
to repeat the same offer three times, after which he 
pointed the stem tirst to the heavens, then to, the 
centre of the little circle, took three whiffs himself, 
and presented it again to captain Lewis. Finding 
that this last offer was in goud earnest, he sm.oked 
a little; the pipe was then held to each of the white 
men, and after they had taken a few whiffs was 
given to the warriors. This pipe was made of a 
dense transparent green stone, very highly polished, 
about two and a half illchei long, and of an oval 
figure, the bowl being in the same situation with 
the stem. A small piece of burned clay is placed in 
the bottom of th~ bowl, to separate the tobacco from 
the end of the stem, and is of all irregularly roulld 
figure, not fitting the tube perfectly close, in oJ'der 
that the smoke may pass widt facility. The t'Obacco 
is of the same kind with that used by the Minne· 
tarees, l\landans, and Ricaras of the MissotU'i. The 
Shoshonees do not cultivate this plant, but. obtain it 
from the Rocky mountain Indians, and som~ of the 
bands of their own nation, who; live further south. 
The ceremony of smoking being concluded, cap
tain Lewis explained to the chief the purposes of 
his visit; and, as by this time all the women and 
children of the camp had gathered around the 
lodge, to indulge in a view of the first white men 
they had ever seen, he distributed among them the 
remainder of the small articles he had brought with 
him. It was now late in the afternoon, and our 
party had tasted no food since the night before. On 
apprising the chief of this circumstance, he said 
that he had nothing but berries to eat, and pre-
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Cameahwait, made a short speech to the warriors. 
Captain Lewis then gave him the flag, which he 
informed him was among white men the emblem of 
peace; and, now that he had received it, was to be 
in future the bond of union between them. The 
chief then-moved on, our party followed him, and 
the rest of the warriors, ill a squadron, brought up 
the rear. After marching a mile they were ha.lted. 
by the chief, who made a second harangue; on 
which six or eight young men rode forward to their 
camp, and no further regularity was observed in 
the order of march. At the distance of four miles 
from where they had first met, they reached the 
Indian camp, which was in a handsome level mea
dow on the bank of the river. Here they were in
trodue.ed into atloId leathern lodge, which the young 
men, who had been sent from the party, had fitted 
up for their reception. After being seated on green 
boughs and antelope skins, one of the warriors 
pulled up the grass in the centre of the lodge, so 
as to form a vacant circle of two feet diameter, in 

. which he kindled a fire. The chief then produced 
his pipe and tobacco, the warriors all pulled off 
their moccasins, and our party was requested to 
take off their own. This being done, the chief 
lighted his pipe at the fire within the magic circle. 
and then retreating from it, began a speech several 
minutes long, at the end of which he pointed the 
stem towards the four cardinal points of the heavens. 
beginning with the east, and concluding with the 
north. After this ceremony he presellted the stem 
in the same way to captain Lewis, who, supposing 
it an invitation to ~moke, put out his haml to receive 
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if necessary, over the mountains. Captain Lewis 
returned from the river to his lodge, and on his way 
an Indian invited him into his bower, and gave him 
a small morsel of boiled antelope and a piece of 
fresh salmon roated. This was the first salmon he 
_had seen, and perfectly satisfied him that he was 
now on the waters of the Pacific. On reaching his 
lodge, he resumed his conversation with the chief, 
after which he was entertained with a dance by the 
Indians. It now proved, as our party had feared, 
that the man, whom they had first met this mor
ning, had returned to the camp, and spread the 
alarm that their enemies, the Min~etarees of fort 
de Prairie, whom they call Pahkees, were advanc.., 
ing on them. The warriors instantly armed them ... 
selves, and were coming down, in expectation of an 
attack, when they were agreeably surprised by 
meeting our party. The greater part of them were 
armed with bows and arrows, and shields. but a 
few had small fusils, sllch as ar~ furnished by the 
northwest company's traders, and which they had 
obtained from the Indians on the Yellowstone, with 
whom they are now at peace. They had reason to 
dreacl the apprQach of the Pahkee$, who had attacked 
them in the COllrse of this spring, and totally defeated 
them. On this occasion twenty of their warriors were 
either killed pr made prisoners; and they lost their 
whole camp. except the leathern lodge which they 
had fitted up for us. and wer~ now obliged to live 
in huts of a conical figure, ~ade with willow brush. 
~he music and dancing, which was in no respect 
dlfferent from those of the Missouri Indians, conti
llued nearly all n~ght: bg.t captain Lew~s retired tQ 
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sente<l some cakes made of serviceberry and choke
cherries which hall been dried in the sun. On these 
c'aptain Lewis made a hearty meal, and then walked 
down towards the river: he found it a rapid, clear 
stream, for .. tyyarrls wide, and three feet deep; the 
banks wefe low and abrupt, like those of the upper 
part of the Missouri, and the bed formed of loose 
stones and gravel. Its course, as far as he could 
observe it, was a litde to the north of west, and 
was bounded 011 each side by a range of high moun
tains, of which those 011 the east are the lowest and 
most distant from the river. 

The chief informed him, that this stream dis
charged itself, at the distance of half a day's march, 
into another of twice its size, coming in from the 
southwest; but added, on further inquiry, that there 
was scarcely more timber below the junction of 
those rivers than in this neighbourhoocl; and that 
the river was rocky, rapid, and so closely confined 
between high mountains, that it was impossible to 
pass down it either by land or water to the great 
lake, where, as he had understood, the white men 
lived. This information was far from being satisfac
~ory; for there was no timber here that would 
answer the purpose of building canoes, indeed not 
more than just sufficient for fuel, and even that 
consisted of the narrow-leafed cottonwood, the red 
and the llarrow-Ieafe(l willow, the chokecherry, 
serviceberry, and a few currant-bushes, !luch as are 
common 011 the l\1:issouri. The prospect of goilJg on 
by land is more pleasant; for there are great num
bets of horses feeding in every direction round the 
~am.p, which "~ll enable lolS to tral1$port our storeef 
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the men were in the water three fourths of the day. 
Th~y saw numbers of otter, some beaver, antelopes, 
due ks, geese, and cranes, but they killed nothing 
except a single deer. They, however, caught some 
very fine trout, as they have done for several days 
past. The weather had been cloudy and cool during 
the forepart of the day, and at eight o'clock a 
shower of rain fell. 

Wednesday 14. In order to give time for the 
boats to reach the forks of Jefferson river, captain 
Lewis determined to remain here, and obtain aU 
the information he could collect with regard to the 

country. Having nothing to eat but a little flour 
and parched meal, with the berries of the Indians, 
fue sent out Drewyer and Shields, who borrowed 
horses from the natives, to hunt for a few hours. 
About the I'ame time the young warriors set out for 
lhe same purpose. There are but few elk or black
tailed deer in this neighbourhood, and as the com
mon red-deer secrete them~el~es in the bushes when 
alarmed, they are soon safe"from the arrows, which 
are but feeble weapons against any animals which 
the huntsmen caunot previously run do}Vu wit4 
their horses. The chief game of the Shoshonees, 
therefore, is the antelope, which, when purrued~ 
r:'t'c::.ts to the open plains, where the horses have 
fu:l room for tht" chase. But such -is its extraordi
nary fleetness and wind, that a single ·hor£e bas no 
possible chance of outrunning it, or tiring it down; 
and the hunters are therefore obliged to resort to 
stratagem. 

About twenty Indians, mounted on nne horses, 
anel armed with bows and arrows, left the camp. I~ 
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rest about twelve o'clock, when the fatigues of the 
day enabled him to sleep, though he was awak.ed 
several times by the yells of the dancers. 

Whilst all these things were occurring to captain 
Lewis, we were slowly and laboriously ascending 
the river. For the first two and a half miles we 
went along the island, opposite to which we en
camped last evening, and soon reached a second 
islancl, behind which comes in a small creek on the 
left side of the river. It rises in the mountains to 
the east, and forms a handsome valley for some miles 
from its mouth, where it is a bold running stream, 
about seven yards wide: we called it ~I'Neal's 
creek, after Hugh M'Neal, one of our party. Just 
above this stream, and at the distance of four miles 
from our camp, is a point of limestone rock on the 
right, about seventy feet high, forming a cliff over 
the river. From the top of it the Beaver's-head 
bore north 24° east, twelve miles distant; the course 
of Wisdom river, that is the direction of its valley 
through the mountains, is north 25° west, while the 
gap, through which the Jefferson enters the moun
tains, is ten miles above us, on a course south 18 
degrees west. From this limestone rock. we proceed
ed along several islands, on both sides; and after 
making twelve miles, arrived at a cliff of high 
rocks on the right, opposite to which ""ve encamped, 
in a smooth level prairie, near a few cottonwood 
trees, but were obliged to use the dry willow brush 
for fuel. The river is still very crooked, the bends 
short and abrupt, and obstructed by so many shoals, 
{)ver which the canoes were to be dragged, tha~ 
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Having now secured the good will of Cameahwait, 
captain Lewis informed him of his wish, that he 
would speak to the" arriors, and endeavour to en
gage them to accompany him to the forks of Jef
ferson river, where by this time another chief, with 
a large party of white men, were waiting his re
turn: that it would be necessary to take about 
thirty horses to transport the merchandize; that 
they should be well rewarded for their trouble; 
and that, when all the party should have reached 
the Shoshonee camp, they would remain some time 
among them, and trade for horses, as well as concert 
plans for furnishing them in future with regular 
snpplies of merchandize. He readily consented to 
do so, and after collecting the tribe together, he 
Fl:lUe a long harangue, and in about an hour and 
a half returned, and told captain Lewis, that they 
would be ready to accompany him in the morning. 

As the early part of the day was cold, and the 
men stiff and sore from the fatigues of yesterday, 
we did not set out till seven o'clock. At the distance 
of a mile, we passed a bold stream on the right, 
which comes from a snowy mountain to the north, 
and at its entrance is four yards wide, and three 
feet in depth: we called it Track creek: at six 
miles further we reached another stream, which 
heads in some springs at the foot of the mountains 
Oil the left. After passing a number of ba;yous and 
small islands on each side, we encamped about half 
a mile by land below thc Rattlesnake cliff. The 
river w~s cold, shallow, and as it approached the 
lUountams, formed one continued rapid, over which 
we were obliged to drag the boats with great labour 
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a short time they descried a herd of ten antelopes: 
they immediately separated into little squads of two 
or thllee, and formed a scattered circle round the 
herd, for five or six miles, keeping at a wary dis
tance, so as not to alarm them till they were per" 
feetly inclosed, and usually selecting some com
manding eminence as a stand. Having gained their 
positions, a small party rode towards the herd, and 
with wonderful dexterity the huntsman preservecl 
his seat, and the horse his footing, as he ran at full 
speed over the hills, and down the steep ravines, 
and along the borders of the precipices. They were 
soon outstripped by the antelopes, which, on gain
ing the other extremity of the circle, were driven 
back and pursued by the fresh hunters. They 
turned and flew, rather than ran, in another direc
tion; but there too they found new enemies. In 
this way they were alternately pursued backwards 
and forwards, till at length, llotwithstanding the 
$kill of the huuters, they all escaped; and the party, 
after running for two hours, )'eturned without 
having caught any thing, and their horses foaming 
with sweat. This chase, the greater part of which 
was seen from the camp, formed a beautiful scene; 
but to the hunters is exceedingly laborious, and so 
unproductive, even when they are able to worry 
the animal down and shoot him, that forty or fifty 
hunters will sometimes be engaged, for half a day, 
'Without obtaining more than two or three antelopes. 

Soon after they returned, our two huntsmen came 
in, with no better success. Captain Lewis therefore 
made a little paste with the flour, and the additioll, 
Qf some berries formed a very palatable repast. 
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Indians, accustomed from their iiifal1cy to regard 
every stranger as an enemy; and saw, that if this 
suggestion was not instantly checked, it might 
hazard the total failure of the enterprise .. Assuming. 
therefore, a serious air, he told the chief, that he 
was sorry to find they placed so little con:6den~e in 
him; but that he pardolH:d their suspicions, be_call~e 
they were ignorant of the character of white men, 
among whQm it was· disgraceful to lie, or entrap 
even an ell:emy by falsehood; that if they cOl1tinued 
to think thus meanly of us, they might be assured 
no white men would ever come to supply the.m with 
arms and merchandize; that there was at this mo~ 
ment a pa.rty of white men waiting to trade with 
them at the forks of tbe river; and that if the greater 
part of the trihe entertained any suspicion" he hope<J. 
there were still among- them some who were men, 
who would go and see with their own eyes the tru.tb. 
of wha the had said, and who. even if there was any 
danger, were not afraid to die. To doubt tlilElCOU
rage of an Iudian, is to touch the tenderest. stril1g 
of his mind, and the surest way to rouse him to any 
dangerous achievement. Cameahw:ait instantly re
plied, that he was not afraid to die; 'and mounting 
his horse, for the third time harangued his warriQrs; 
he told th€lli that he was resolved to go, if he went 
alone, or if he were sure of perishing ; that he hoped 
there were among those who heard him. some who 
were not afraid to die, and who would. prove it, by 
mounting their horses and following him. This 
harangue produced an effect on six or eight only 
of the warriors, who now joined their chief. With 
these captain Lewis smoked a pipe. and then, fear~ 



UP THE ~nSSOURl. 4G5 

and difficulty. By using constant exertions, we 
sllcceeded in making fourteen miles, but this dis~ 
tance did not carry us more than six and a half in 
a straight line: several of the men have received 
wounds and lamed themselves in hauling the boats 
over the stones. The hunters supplied them witlI 
five deer and an antelope. 

Thursday 15. Captain Lewis rose early, and 
having eaten nothing yesterday except his scanty 
meal of flour and berries, felt the inconveniences 
of extreme hunger. On inquiry he found, that his 
whole stock of provisions consisted of two pounds of 
flour. This he ordered to be divided into two equal 
parts. and one half of it boiled with the berries into 
a sort of pudding: and after presenting a large 
share to the chief, he and his three men hreakfastrd 
on the remainder. Cameahwait was delighted at 
this new dish: he took a little of the flour in his 
hand. tasted, and examined it very narrowly, ask
ing if it was made of roots; captain Lewii explained 
the process of preparing it, and he said it was the 
best thing he had eaten for a long time. 

This being, finished, captain Lewis now endea
voured to hasten the departure of the Indians, who 
still hesitated, and seemed reluctant to move, al
though the chief addressed them twice for the pur
pose of urging them: on inquiring the reason, 
Cameahwait told him, that some foolish person had 
suggested that he was in league with their ene
mies, the Pahkees, and had come only to draw 
them into ambuscade, but that he himself did not 
believe it. Captain Lewis felt uneasy at this illsi~ 
nuation: he knew the' suspicious temper of the 
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About sun-set they reached the upper part of the 
level valley in the cove through which he had 
passed, and which they now called Shoshonee cove. 
The grass being burned on the north side of the 
river, they crossed over to the south, and encamped 
about four miles above the narrow pass between the 
hills, noticed as they traversed the cove before. The 
river was here about six yards wide, and frequently 
dammed up by the beaver. Drewyer had been sent 
forward to hunt, but he returned in the evening 
unsuccessful; an(l their only supper therefore was, 
the remaining pounl! of flour, stirred in a little boil~ 
iug water, and then di vided bet'ween the four white 
men and two of the Indians. 

In order not to exhaust the strength of the men, 
captain Clarke did not leave his camp till after 
breakfast. Although he was scarcely half a mile 
below the Rattlesnake cliffs, he was obliged to 
make a circuit of two miles by water before he 
reached them. The river now passed between low 
and rugged mountains and cliffs formed of a mix
ture of limestone and a bard black rock, with no 
covering except a few scattered pines. At the dis
tance of four miles is a bold little stream, which 
throws itself from the mountains down a steep pre
cipice of rocks on the left. One mile further is a 
liecond point of rocks, and an island; about a mile 
beyond which is a creek on the right, ten yards 
wide and three feet three inches in depth, with a 
strong current: we called it Willard's treek, after 
one of our men, Alexander Willard. Three miles 
~eyond this creek, after passing a high cliff on tlIe 
{~ght, opposite to a steep hill, we reached a small 
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f~l of some change in their capricious temper, ~ct 
(Jut immediately. 
" It was about twelve o'clock when his sman party 
left the camp, attended by Cameahwait and the 
eight warriors: their departure seemed to spread a 
gloom over the village; those who would not veu-
1mre to go were sullen and melancholy, and the 
women were crying, and imploring the Great Spirit 
to protect their warriors, as if they were going to 
certain destruction: yet such is the wavering in
constancy of "these savages, that captain Lewis's 
party had not gone far when they were joined by 
ten or twelve more warriors; and before reaching 
the creek, which they had passed on the morning 
pfthe 13th, aU the men of the nation and a number 
of women had overtaken them, and had changed. 
from the surly ill temper in which they were two 
hOll"rs ago, to the gre(J.test cheerfulness and gaiety. 
When they arrived at the spring on the side of the 
mountain where the party had encamped 011 the 
J2th, the chief insisted on halting, to let the horses 
graze, to which captain Lewis assented, and smokell 
with them. They are excessively fond of the pipe. 
ill'which, however, they are not able to indulge 
~uch, as they do not cultivate tobacco themselve~, 
and their rugged country affords them but few 
articles to ex:change for it. Here they remained for 
about an hour, and on setting out, by engaging to 
pay' four of the party, captain Lewis obtained per
mission for himself and each of his men to ride be
hind an Indian; but he soon found riding' without 
stirrups more tiresome thin walking, and therefore 
4ismounted, making the Indian carry l1is rack. 
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citing any further uneasiness, he made no objectiol1 
on seeing a small party of Indians go on each side 
of the valley, under pretence of hunting, but ill 
reality to w(ltch the movements of our two men: 
even this precaution, however, did not quiet the 
alarms of the Indians, a considerable part of whom 
returned home, leaving only twenty-eight men and 
three women. After the hunters had been gone 
about an hour, captain Lewis again mounted with 
olle of the Indians behind him, and the whole party 
Bet out: bpt just as they passed through the narrows, 
they saw one of the spies coming hack at full speed 
across the plain: the chief stopped and seemed un
~asy; the whole band were moved with fresh suspi
cions, and captain Lewis himself was much discon
certed, lest by some unfortunate accident some of 
their enemies might have perhaps straggled that 
way. The young Indian had scarcely breath to say 
a few words as he can1e up, when the whole troop 
dashed forward as fast as their horses could carry 
them; and captain Lewis, astonished at this move
ment, was borne along for nearly a mile, before he 
learned, with great satisfaction, that it was all 
caused by the spy's having come to announce that 
one of the white men had killed a deer. Relieved 
from his anxiety, he now found the jolting very 
11llcomfortable; for the Indian behind him being 
afraid of not getting his share of the feast, had 
l~shed the horse at every step since they set off: 
he therefore reined him in, and ordered the Illdian 
to stop beating him.' The fellow had no idea of 
losing time in disputing the point, and jumping off 
the hor~e, ran for a mile at full speed. Captaill 
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. d on the left bank of the river. During its 
inea ow , , k th 

. through these hills to Willard scree, e 
passage h t ' 
ri~er had been less tortuous than usual, so t a III 

the first six miles to 'Willard's creek we had ad .. 
vanced four miles on our route. 'We continued 011 

for two miles, till we reached in the evening a small 
botto~· covere(l with clover and a few cottonwood 
trees: here we passed the night, near the remains 
of some old Indian lodges of brush. The river is, 
as it has been for some days, shallow and rapid: 
and our men, who are for hours together ill the 
river, suffer not only from fatigue, but from the 
extreme coldness of the water; the temperature of 
which is as low as that of the fresheilt springs in our 
country. In walking along the side of the river, 
captain Clarke was very near being bitten twice 
by rattlesnakes; and the Indian woman narrowly 
escaped the same misfortune. We caught a numher 
ofiine trout; but the only game procured to-day 
was a buck, which had a peculiarly bitter tast?, 
proceeding probably from its favourite food, the 
willow. 

Friday 16. As neither our party nor the Indians 
had any thing to eat, captain Lewis 'sent two of his 
hunte~ ahead this morning to procure som~ provi
sion: at the same time he requested Cameahwait to 
pre~ent . his young, men from going ou t, lest by 
then nOlsethey might alarm the game; but this 
measure immediately revived their' suspicions: it 
now began to be believed, that these men !Were sent 
fOf,,:ard, in order to apprise the enemy of their 
commg; and as captain Lewis was fearful 0: e~-
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in a third elf er: this too, after resel ving one quar
ter, was given to the Indians, who llowseemed 
completely satisfied, and in good humour. At this 
p::>_ce they remained about two hours, to let the 
horses graze, then continued their journey, and 
towards evening reached the lower part of the cove, 
having on the way shot an antelope, the greater 
part of which was given to the IndianS. 

As they were now approaching the place where 
they had been told by captai'n Lewis they would 
see the white men, the chief insisted 011 halting-; 
they therefore all dismounted, and Cameah\\-ait, 
with great ceremony, and as if for ornament, put 
tippets or skins rOllnd the necks of our party, simi
lar to those wOln by themselves. _ As this was ob
viously intended to disguise the white men, cap
tain Lewis, in order to inspire them witb more con
fidence, put his cocked hat and feather on the head 
of the chief, and as his own over-shirt was in tl1e 
Indian form, and his skin browned by the sun, he 
could not have been distinguished from an Indian: 
the men followed his example, and the change 
seemeu to be very agreeable to the Indians. 

In order to guard, however, against any disap
pointment, captain Lewis again explained the pos
sibility of our not having reached the forks, ill con
sequence of the difficulty of the navigation; so that 
if they should 110t find us at that spot, they might 
be assured of our not being far below. They again 
all mounted their horses, and rode on rapidly, 
maki,~g one of the Indians carry their flag, so that 
we mIght recognise them as they approached us; 
but to the mortification and disappointment of both 
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Lewis slackened his pace, anl followed at a suffi
cient distance to observe them. 'Vhen they reaGhed 
the place where Drewyer had throw~l oqt the in
testines, they all dismqunted in confusion, and ran 
tumbling over each other like famished dogs: each 
tore aw~y whatever part he could, and instantly 
began to eat it; some had the liver, some the kid
neys; in short, no part on which we are accustomed 
to look with disgust escaped them. One of them, 
who had seized llbout nine feet of the entrails, was 
chewing at olle end, while wi th his hand he was 
diligently clearing his way, by discharging the 
contents at the other. It was, it.deed, impossihle to 
see these wretches ravenously feeding on the filth 
of animals, and the blood streaming from their 
mouths, without deploring how nearly the condition 
of savages approaches that of the brute creation: 
yet though suffering with hunger, they did not at
tempt, as they might have done, to take by force 
the whole deer, but contented themselves with 
what had been thrown away by the hunter. Captain 
Lewis now had the deer skinn,ed, and after resel v
'hg a q\larter of it, gave the rest of the animal to 
the chief, to be divided among the Indians, who 
immediately devoured near the whole of it without 
cooking. They now went forwards towards the 
creek, where there was some brushwood, to make 
a fire, amI found Drewyer, who had killed a second 
deer: the same struggle for the entrai~s was re", 
newed here, al)d on gi-yi.ng nearly the whole deer 
to the Indians, they devoured it even to the soft 
part of the hoofs. A fire being made, captain Lewis 
ha:d his breakfast" during which Drewyer brough,t 
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river; and that if Cameahwait doubted what he 
said, one of their young men would go with him~ 
whilst he and the other two remained at the forks~ 
This story satisfied the chief, and the greater part 
of the Indians, but a few did not conceal their 
suspicions, observing that we told different stories, 
and complaining that the chief exposed them to 
danger by a mistaken confidence. Captain Lewis 
now wrote by the light of some willow brush, a 
note to captain Clarke, which he gave to Drewyer, 
with an order to use all possible expedition in as
cen~~iilg the river, and engaged an Indian to ac-: 
company him by a promise of a knife and som~ 
beaus. 

At bedtime the chief and five others slept round 
the fire of captain Lewis, and the rest hid them
filelves in different parts of the willow brush, to 
avoid the enemy, who they feared would at~ack 
in the night. Captain Lewis endeavoured to assume 
a cheerfulness he did not feel, to prevent the des
pondency of the savages: ~~~'ter conversing gayly 
with them, he retired to his moschetoe bier, by the 
side of which the chief now placed himself. He lay 
down, yet slept but little, being in fact scarcely 
less uneasy than his Indian companions. He was 
apprehensi ve, that finding the allcent of the river 
impracticable, captain Clarke might have stoppe~ 
below the Rattlesnake bluff, and the messeng~.r. 
would not meet him. The consequence of disap.
pointing the Indians at this moment would mo~i 
probably be, that they would retire, and secrete 
the:nselves in the mountains, so as to prevent our 
havmg an opportunity of recovering their conn-



UP TRR MISSOURI. 

parties, on combg within two miles of tlle fOj'ks, 
no canoes were to be seen. Uneasy lest at this mo
ment he should be abandoned, and all his hopes of 
obtaining aid from the Indians be destroyed, cap
tain Lewis gave the chief his gun, telling him, that 
if the enemies of his nation were in the bushes, he 
might defend himself with it; that for his own part 
he was not afraid to die, and that the chief might 
shoot him as soon as they discovered themselves 
betrayed. The other three men at the same time 
gave their guns to the Indians, who now seemed 
more easy, but still wavered in their resolutions. 
As they went on towards the point, captain Lewis 
perceiving how critical his situation had become, 
resolved to attempt a stratagem, which his present 
difficulty seemed completely to justify. Recollect
ing the notes he had left at the pOint for us, he sent 
Drewyer 'for them with an Indian, who witnessed 
llis taking them from the pole. 'Vhen they were 
"brought, captain Lewis told Cameahwait, that on 
leaving his brother chief at the place where the 
river issues from the mountains, it was agreed, that 
the boats shoulcl not be brought higher than the 
next forks we should meet; but that if the rapid 
water prevented the boats from coming on a!l fast 
as they expected, his brother chief was to send a 
~note to the first forks above him, to let him know 
where the boats were; that this note had been left 
this morning at the forks, and mentioned that the 
'canoes were just below the mountains, and coming 
'slowly up, in consequence of the current. Captain 
Lewis added, that he would stay at the forks for 
his brother chief; but would ~end a man (~cwn the 
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the right. Two and a half miles beyond this, the 
cliffs approach on both sides, and form a very con
siderable rapid, near the entrance of a bold running 
stream on the left. The water was now excessively 
cold, and the rapids had been frequent and trou
blesome. On ascending an eminence, captain Clarke 
saw the forks of the river, and sent the hunters up. 
They must have left it only a short time before 
captain Lewis's arrival, but fortunately had not 
seen the note which enabled him to induce the In
dians to stay with him. From the top of this emi
nence he could discover only three trees through 
the whole C01.:Ultry, nor was there along the sides 
of the cliffs they had passed in the course of the 
day, any timber, except a few small pines: the 
low grounds were supplied with willow, currant 
bushes, and serviceberries. After advancing half 
a mile further, we came to the lower poin.t of an 
island, near the middle of the river, and about the 
centre of the valley: here we halted for the night, 
only four miles by land, though ten by water, be
low the point where captain Lewis lay. Although 
we had made only fourteen miles, the labou~s of 
the men had fatigued and exhausted them very 
much: we therefore collected some small willow 
uruih for a fire, and lay down to sleep. . . . .. 
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dence: they would also spread a panic through aU 
the neighbouring Iudians, and cut us off from the 
supply of horses, so useful and almost so essential 
to our success: he was at the same time consoled 
by remembering, that his hopes of assistance restecl 
on better foullliations than their generosity-their 
avarice, and their curiosity. He had promised libe
ral exchanges for their horses; but what was still 
more seductive, he had told them, that one of their 
countrywomen, who had been taken with the l\fin
lletarees, accompanied the party below; and one 
of the men had spread the report of our having 
with us a man perfectly black, whose hair was 
short and curled. This last account had excited a 

. great degree of curiosity, and they seemed more 
desirous of seeing this monster than of obtaining 
the most favourable barter for their horses. 

In the meantime we had set out after breakfast, 
and although we proceeded with more ease than 
we did yesterday, the river was still so rapid and 
6hallow as to oblige us to drag the large canoes 
during the greater part of the day. For the first 
seven miles the river formed a bend to the right, so 
as to make our advance only three miles in a straight 
line: the stream is crooked, narrow, small and 
shallow, with high lands occasionally on the banks, 
and strewed with islands, four of which are opposite 
to each other. Near this place we left the valley, 
to which we gave the name of Serviceberry valley, 
from the abundance of that fruit, now ripe, which 
is found in it. In the course of the four following 
miles we passed several more islands and bayous on 
each side of the river, and reached a high cliff 011 
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to dance, amI show every mark of the most extra
vagant joy, turning round, and pointing to several 
Indians, whom he now saw advancing on horseback, 
sucking her fingers at the same time, to indicate 
that they were of her native tribe. As they ad
vanced, captain Clarke discovered among them 
Drewyer dressed like an Indian, from whom he 
learned the situation of the party. While the boats 
were performing the circuit, he went towards the 
forks with the Indians, who, as they went along, 
sang aloud with the greatest appearance of delight. 
,\Ye soon drew near to the camp, and just as we 
approached it a woman made her way through the 
crowd towards Sacajawea, and recognising each 
other, they embraced with the most tender affec
tion. The meeting of these two young. women had 
in it something peculiarly touching, not only in the 
ardent manner in which their feelings were ex
pressed, but from the real interest of their situation~ 
They had been companions in childhood; in the war 
with the Minnetarees they had both been taken 
prisoners_ in the same battle; they had shared and 
softened the rigours of their captivity, till one of 
them had escaped from the Minnetarees, with scarce 
a hope of ever seeing her friend relieved from the 
hands of her enemies. While Sacajawea was renew
ing among the women the friendships of former days, 
captain Clarke went on, and was received by cap" 
tain Lewis and the chief, who, after the first em
braces and salutations were over, conducted him to 
a sort of circular tent or shade of willows. Here he 
was seated on a white robe; and the chief imme
diately tied in his hair si~ small shells, rese~bliJ1g 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Affecting interview hetween the wife of Chaboneau and the chief of the Sho,
honees-Council held with· that nation) and favourable result-The ~xtl'('me 

, 'll~vigable point of tbe Missouri mentioned-General character of the river 
and of the ,country through which it passes-Captain Clarke in exploring 
the source of the Columhia falls in comp,my with anothe'r party of Shosho
nees-The geographical information acquired frolll one of that party-Their 
manner of catching fish--The party reach Lewis river-The difficulties 
which captain Clarke had to encounter in hi, route- Friendshi p and hospi

tality of the Shoshonees-The party "ith captain Lewis employed ill 
making saddle!', and preparing fur the journey. 

Saturday, August 17 . CAPTAIN Lewis rose 
very early, and despatched Drewyer and the Indian 
down the river in quest of the boats. Shields was 
sent out at the same time to hunt, while l\1'Neal 
prepared a breakfast out of tIle remainder of the 
meat. Drewyer had been gone about two hours. 
and the Indians were all anxiously waiting for some 
news, when all Indian, who had straggled a short 
distance down the river, returned with a report that 
he had seen the white men, who were only a short 
distance below, and were coming on. The Indians 
were all transported with joy; and the chief, in the 
warmth of his satisfaction, renewed his embrace to 
captain Lewis, who was quite as much delighted as 
the Indians themselves. The report proved most 
agreeably trne. On setting out at seven o'clock, 
captaillClarke, with Chaboneau and his wife, walke(l 
on shore; but they had not gone more than a mile, 
before captain Clarke saw Sacajawea, who was 
with her husband one hundred yards ahead, begil~ 
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We told them of their dependance on the will of 
our governmrut for all future supplies of whatever 
was necessary either for their comfort or defence; 
that as we were sent to discover the best route by 
which merchandize could be conveyed to them, 
and no trade would be begun before our return, it 
was mutually advantageous that we should pro
ceed with as little delay as possible; that we were 
under the necessity of requesting them to furnish 
us with horses to transport our baggage across the 
mountains, and a guide 10 show us the route, but 
they should be amply remunerated for their horses, 
as well as for every other service they shmdd ren
der us. In the me~ntim.e our first wish was, that 
they should immediately collect as many horses as 
were necessary to transport our baggage to their 
village, where, at our leisure, we woulll trade with 
them for as many horses as they could spare .. 

The speech made a favourable impression: the 
chief, in reply, thanked us for our expressions of 
friendship towards himself and his nation, and de
clared their williugness to render us every service. 
He lamented, that it would be so long before they 
should be supplied with firearms, but that till then 
they could subsist as they had heretofore dOile. He 
concluded by saying, that there were not horses 
here sufficient to transport our goods, but that he 
would return to the village to-morrow, and bring 
all his own horses, and encourage his people to 
come over with theirs. The conference being ended 
to our satisfaction, we now inquired of Cameahwait 
what chiefs were among the party, and he pointed 
out two of them. 'Ve then distributed our presents: 
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,1 pearls, an ornament highly valued by these people, 
who procured them in the course of trade from the 
sea-coast. The moccasins of the whole party were 
then taken ~ff, and after much ceremony the smok
ing began. After this the conference was to be 
opened, and glad of an opportunity of being able 
to converse more intelligibly, Sacajawea was sent 
for; she came into the tent, sat down, and was be
ginning to interpret, when, in the person of Ca
meahwait she recognised her brother. She instantly 

'jumped up, and ran and embraced him, throwing 
over him her blanket, and weeping profusely: the 

. chief was himself moved, though not in the same 
degree. After some conversation between them she 
resumed her seat, and attempted to interpret for 
us; but her new situation seemed to overpower her, 
and she was frequently interrupted by her tears. 
After the council was finished, the unfortunate 
woman learned that all her family were dead, ex
cept two brothers, one of whom was absent, and a 
SOil of her eldest sister, a small boy, who was im
mediately adopted by her. The canoes arriving 
soon after, we formed a camp in a meadow on the 
left side, a little below the forks, tool{ out our bag
gage, and, by means of our sails and willow poles, 
formed a camp for our Indian visitors. About four 
o'clock the chiefs and warriors were collected, and 
after the customary ceremony of taking off the 
moccasins and smoking a pipe, we explained to 
them, in a long harangue, the purposes or" our visit; 
making themselves one conspicuous object of the 
good wishes of our government, on whose strength, 
as well as its friendly disposition, we exratiat~d. 
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serious affairs should be enJivene(l by a mixture of 
what is new and entertaining. Our hunters brought 
in very seasonably four deer and an antelope, the 
last of which we gave to the Indians, who in a very 
short time devoured it. 

After the council was over, we consulted as to 
our future operations. The game does not promise 
to last here for a number of days; and this circum
stance combined with many others to induce our 
going on as soon as possible. Our Indian informa
tion, as to the state of the Columbia, is of a very 
alarming kind; and our first object is, of course, 
to ascertain the practicability of descending it, of 
which the Indians discourage our expectations. It 
was therefore agreed, that captain Clarke should 
set off in the morning with eleven men, furnished. 
besides their arms, with tools for making canoes; 
that he should take Chaboneau and his wife to the 
camp of the Shoshonees, where he was to leave 
them, ill orJcr to hasten the collection of horses; 
that he was then to lead his men down to the Co
lumbia, and if he found it navigable, and the tim
ber in sufficient quantity, begin to build canoes. 
As soon as he had decided as to the propriety of 
proceeding down the Columbia, or across the moun
tains, he was to send back one of the men with in
formation of it to captain Lewis, who by that-time 
would have brought up the whole party, and the 
rest of the baggage, as far as the Shoshonee village. 
. Preparations were accordingly made this even
mg for such an arrangement. The sun is exces
sively hot in the day time, but the nights very cold, 
and rendered still more unplea5ant from the wani 

I 
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to Cameahwait we gave a medal of the ~man size, 
with the likeness of president Jefferson, and on the 
reverse a figure of hands clasped with a pipe and 
-tomahawk; to this was added an uniform coat, a 
shirt, a pair of scarlet leggings, a carrot of tobacco, 
and some small articles. Each of the other chiefs 
received a small medal struck during the presidency 
of general '''' ashington, a shirt, handkerchief, leg
gings, a knife, and some tobacco. Medals of the 
same sort were also presented to two young war
riors, who, though not chiefs, were promising youths, 
amI very much respected in the tribe. These hono
rary gifts were followed by presents of paint, moc
casins, awls, knives, beads, and looking-glasses. We 
also gave them all a plentiful meal of Indian corn, 
of which the hull is taken off by being boiled ill 
lye; and as this was the first they had ever tasted~ 
they were very much pleased with it. They had, 
indeed, abundant sources of surprise in all they saw; 
the appearance of the men, their arms, their cloth
ing, the canoes, the strange looks of the negro, and 
the sagacity of our dog, all in turn shared their 
admiration, which was raised to astonishment by a 
shot from the air-gun: this operation was instantly 
considered as a Great Medicine, by which they, as 

, well as the other Indians, mean something emanating 
.directly from the Great Spirit, or produced by his 
invisible and incomprehensible agency. The display 
of all thesit riches had been intermixed with inquiries 
into the geographicaJ situation of their country; for 
we had learned, by experience, that to keep the 
savages in good temper, their attention should not 
be wearied with too much business, but that the 
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young men, who assisted in eating two deer brought. 
ill by the hunters. After their departure every 
thing was prepared for the transportation of the 
baggage, which was now exposed to the air amI 
dried. Our game was one deer and a beaver; and 
we saw an abundance of trout in the river, for which 
we fixed a net ill the evening. 

'Ye have now reache(l the extreme navigable 
point of the Missouri, which our observation places 
in latitude 43° 30' 43" north. It is difficult to com .... 
prise, in any general description, the characteristics 
of a river so extensive, and fed by so many streams,. 
which have their sources in a great variety of soils 
and climates. But the IHissouri is still sufficiently 
powerful to give to all its waters something of a 
common character, which is, of course, decided by 
the nature of the country through which it passes. 
The bed of the river is chiefly composed of a blue 
mud, from which the water itself derives a deep 
tinge. From its junction here to the place near 
whic h it leaves the mountains, its course is embar
rassed by rapids and rocks, which the hills on each 
£ide have thrown into its channel. From that place 
its current, with the exception of the falls, is not 
Iliffieult of navigation, nor is there much variation 
in its appearance till the mouth of the Platte. That 
powerful ri"\'er throws out vast quantities of coarse 
sand, which contributes to give a new face to tlle 
:Missouri, which is now much more impeded by 
islands. The sand, as it is drifted down, adheres in 
time to some of the projecting pointil from the shore, 
and forms a barrier to the mud, which at length 
fills to the same height with the sand-bar itself: as 
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of any fuel except willow brush. The appearances 
too of game, for many days subsistence, are not 
very favourable. 

Sunday 18. In order to relieve the men of cap
tain Clarke's party from the heavy weight of their 
arms, provisions and tools, we exposed a few arti
cles to barter for horses; and soon obtained three 
very good ones, in exchange for which we gave a 
uniform coat, a pair of leggings, a few handker
chiefs, three knives, and some other small articles, 
HIe whole of which did not, ill the United States, 
cost more than twenty dollars.: a fourth was pur
chased by the men for an old checkered shirt, a pair 
of old leggings, and a knife. The Indians seemed 
to be quite as well pleased as ourselves at the bar
gains they had made. We now found that the two 
inferior chiefs were somewhat displeased at not 
having received a present equal to that given to 
the great ellief, who appeared in a dress so much 
finer than their own. To allay their disc~mtent, we 
bestowed on them two old coats, and promised them 
that if they were active in assisting us across the 
mountains, they should have an additional present. 
This treatment completely reconciled them; and 
the whole Indian party, except two men al1(l two 
women, set out in perfect good humour to return 
home with captain Clarke. After going fifteen 
miles through a wide level valley with no wood but 
willows and shrubs, he encamped in the Shoshonee 
cove near a narrow paS!l, where the highlands ap
proach within two hundred yards of each other, 
and the river is only ten yards wide. The Indians 
went 011. further, except the three chiefs and two 
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in almost one unbroken chain, from the mouth of 
the Missouri to the Kanza~, though decreasing in 
height beyond the Osage. As they are nearer ,the 
river than the hills on the opposite sides, tpe inter
mediate low grounds are of course narrower, but 
the general character of the soil is common to both 

sides. 
In the meadows, and along the shore, the tree 

most common is the cottonwood, which with the 
willow, forms almost thc exclusive growth of the 
Missouri. The hills, or rather hig'h grounds, for 
they do not rise higher than from OJ~e hundred and 
fifty to two hundred feet, are composed of a gOdd, 
black, rich soil, which is perfectly susceptible of. 
cultivation, though it becomes richer on the hills 
beyond the Platte, and are in general thinly covered 
with timber. Beyond these hills, the country ex
tends into high open plains, which are on both sides 
sufficiently fertile; but the south has the advan
tage of better streams of water, and may therefore 
be considered as preferable for settlements. The 
lauds, however, become much better, and the tim
ber more abundant, between the Osage and the 
Kanzas. From the Kanzas to the Nadawa the hills 
continue at nearly an equal distance, varying from 
four to eight miles from each other; except that 
from the little Platte to nearly opposite the ancient 
Kallzas vHlage, the hills are more remote, and the 
meadows of course wider on the north side of the 
river. From the Nadawa the northern hills disap'T 
pear, except at occasional intervals, where they 
are seen at a distance, till they return abouttwen'! 
tr-seven mHes above th~ Platte, n~ar the anc~en* 
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soon as it has acquired a consistency, the willow 
grows there the first year, and by its solidity assists 
the solidity of the whole; as the mud and sand ac
cumulate, the cottonwood tree next appears, till the 
gradual excretion of soils raises the surface of the 
point above the highest freshets. Thus stopped in its 
course, the water seeks a passage elsewhere, and as 
the soil on each side is light and yielding, ,,;hat was 
only a peninsula becomes gradually an island, and 
the river indemnifies itself for the usurpation by 
encroaching on the adjacent shore. In this way the 
Missouri, like the Mississippi, is constantly cutting 
off the projections of the shore, and leaving its 
ancient channel, which is then marked by the mUll 
it has deposited and a few stagnant ponds. 

The general appearance of the country, as it pre
sents itself on ascending, may be thus described: 
from its mouth to the two Charletons a ridge of 
highlands borders the river at a small distance, 
leaving between them fine rich meadows. From 
the mouth of the two Charletolls the hills recede 
from the river, giving greater extent to the low 
grounds; but they again approach the river for a 
short distance near Grand 1 iver, and again at Snake 
creek. From that point they retire, nor do they 
come again to the neighbourhood of the river till 
above the Sank prairie, where they are compara
tively low and small. Thence they diverge and re
appear at the Charaton Scarty, after which they are 
scarcely if at all discernible, till they advance to 
the Missouri nearly opposite to the Kanzas. 

The same ridge of hills extends on the south Silit'l 
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confined within a narrow 'pace by the hills on both 
sides, which now continue near each other up to 
the mountains. The space between them, however, 
varies from one to three miles, as high as the Mus
cleshell river, from which the fliUs approach so high 
as to leave scarcely any low grounds on the river, 
and near the falls reach the water's edge. Beyond 
the falls the hills are scatterecl and low, to the first 
range of mountaiJls. 

The soil, during the whole length of the Missouri I 

below the Platte, is, generally speaking, very fine; 
and although the timber is scarce, there is still suf
ficient for the purposes of settlers. But beyond that 
river, although the soil is still rich, yet the almost 
total absence of timber, and particularly the want 
of good water, of which there is but a small quan
tity in the creeks, and even that brackish, oppose 
powerful obstacles to its settlement. The difficulty 
becomes still greater between the Muscleshell river 
and the falls, where, besides the greater scarcity of 
tim ber, the country itself is less fertile. 

The elevation of these high lands varies as they 
pass through this extensive tract of country. From 
-Wood river they are about one hundred amI fifty 
feet above the water, and continue at that height 
till they rise near the Osage, from which place to 
the ancient fortification they again dimi11ish in size. 
Thence they continue higher till the l\Iandan vil
lage, after which they are rather lower till the 
neighbourhood of Muscleshell river, where they 
are met by the Northern hills, which have advanced 
at a more uniform height, varyi~g from one hun
dred anti fifty to two hundred or three hundred 
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village of the Ayowa ys. On the south the hills 
,cplltinue close to the river, from the ancient village 
of ~he Kanzas up to Council bluff, fifty miles be
yo,nd the Platte, forming high prairie lands. On 
both sides the lands are good; and perhaps this 
~istallce, from the Osage to the Platte, may be 
r~commended as among the best districts on the 
Mi~sQuri for the purposes of settlers. 

From the Ayoway village the northern hills again 
retire from the river, to which they do not return 
till three hundred and twenty miles above, at Floyd's 
river. The hills on the south also leave the river at 
eotmeil bluffs, and reappear at th,e Mahar village, 
two hundred miles up the l\1issouri. The country 
thus abandoned by the hills. is more open, and the 
t,iw.ber ~n smaller quantities, than below the Platte; 
so that although the plain is rich, and covered with 
'hjg.h grass, the want of wooel renders it less caleu~ 
lated for cultivation than below that river. 
~he northern hills, after remaining near the Mis

souri for a few miles at Floyd's river, recede from 
it at the Siou x ri ver, the course of which they fol
low; and though they again visit the Missouri at 
Whitestone river, where they are low, yet they do 
not return to it till beyond James river. The high 
lands on the south, after continuing near the river 
,at the Mahar villages, again disappear, and do not 
approach it till the Cobalt bluffs, about forty-four 
miles from the v'illages, and then from those bluffs 
to the Yellowstone river, a distance of about ol~e 
thousand miles, they follow the banks of the river 

-with scarcely any deviation. 
From the ,James river, the lower grouncls are 
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to eat, he was oblige(l to f~ed theIn from his own 
stores, -the hunters not being able to kill any thing. 
Just as he was entering the mountains, he met an 
Indian with two mules and a Spanish saddle, who 
was so polite as to Qffer one of them to him to ride 
over the hills. Being on foot, captaip Clarke ac
c~pted his offer, and gave him a waistcoat as.a re
ward for his civility. He encamped for the night 
on a small stream, and the next morning, 

Tuesday, August 20, he set out at six, o'clock. 
In passing through a continuation of the hilly broken 
country, he met several parties of Indians. On 
coming near the camp, which had been removed 
flince we left them two miles higher up the river, 
Cameahwait requested that the party should halt. 
This was cOlr1plied with: a number of Indians came 
{tut from the camp, and with. great ceremony seve
ral pipes were smoked. This being over, captaill 
,Clarke was conducted to a la~:ge leathern rodge, 
prepared for his party in the middle of the enca~p
ment, the Illdians having onty shelters of willow 
bushes. A few dried ];H~rri~s, and one salmon, the 
only food the whole village could contribute, were 
then presented to him; after which he procee4e~ 
to repeat in council, what had been already told 
them, the purposes of his visit; urged them to take 
their horses over, and assist in transporting our 
baggage, and expressed a wish to obtain a guide 
to examine the river. This was explained and en
forced to the whole village by Cameahwait: and 
an old man was pointed out, who was said to know 
more of their geography to the north than any 
Qther person, and whom eaptain Clark,e engaged 



UP THE l\,flSSOUltt. 489 

feet. From this place to the mountains the height 
of both is nearly the same, from three hundred to 
five hundred feet; and the low grounds so narrow, 
that the traveller seems passing through a range of 
high country. From J\l(aria's 'river to the falls, the 
hills descend to the height of about two or three 
hundred feet. 

Monday 19. The morning was cold, and the 
grass perfectly whitened by the frost. ,,y e were 
engaged in preparing packs and saddles to Ioatl 
the horses as soon as they should arrive. A beaver 
was caught in a trap, but we were disappointed in 
trying to catch trout in our net; we therefore made 
a seine of willow brush, and by hauling it procured 
a number of fine trout, and a species of mullet 
which we had not seen before: it is about sixteen 
inches long, the scales small; the nose long, ob- i 

tusely pointed, and exceeding the under jaw; the, 
mouth opens with folds at the sides; it has no teeth, 
and the tongue and palate is smooth. The colour 
of its back and sides is a bluish brown, while the 
belly is white: it has the faggot bones, whence we 
concluded it to be of the mullet species. It is by 
no means so wen flavoured a fish as the trout, which 
are the same as those we first saw at the falls, larger 
than the speckled trout of the mountains in the At
lantic states, and equally well flavoured. In the 
evening the hunters returned with two deer. 

Captain Clarke, in the meantime, proceeded 
through a wide Inel valley, in which the chief 
pointed out a spot where many of his tribe were 
killed in battle a year ago. The Indians accompa
nied him during the day, and as they had nothil1~ 
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it ran a great way towards the setting sun, and at 
length lost itself in a great lake of water, which 
was ill-tasted, and where the white men lived. An 
Indian, belonging to a band of Shoshonees who live 
to the southwest, and who happened to be at camp, 
was then brought in, and inquiries made of him as 
to the situation of the country in that direction: 
this he described in terms scarcely less terriblk than 
t1il.ose in which Cameahwait had represented the 
west. He said, that his relations lived at the dis
tance of twenty days' march from this place, on a 
course a little to the west of south, and not far from 
the whites, with whom they traded for horses, mules, 
cloth, metal, beads, and the shells here worn as or
naments, which are those of a species of pearl oys
ter. In order to reach his country we should be 
.obliged, during the first seven days, to climb over 
steep rocky mountains, where there was no game, 
and we should find nothing but roots for subsistence. 
Even for these, however, we should be obliged to 
contend with a fierce warlike people, whom he 
called the Broken-moccasin, or Moccasin-with
holes, who lived like bears in holes. and fed 011 

roots, and the flesh of such horses as they could 
steal or plunder from those who passed through the 
mountains. So rough indeed was the passage, that 
the feet of the horses would be wounded in such a 
manner, that many of them would be unable to 
proceed. The next part of the route was for ten 
days through a dry parched desert of sand, inha
bited by no animal which would supply us with 
subsistence; and as the sun had now scorched up 
the grass, and dried up the small pools of water. 



UP TH.E MISSOURI. 491 

to'accompally him. After explaiJ}illg his views he 
distributed a few presents, the council was ended, 
and nearly half the village set out to hunt the 
antelope, but'retunied without snccess. 

Captain Clarke in the meantime made particular 
inquiries as to the situation of the country, and the 
possibility of won reaching a navigable water. The 
dhief b'egau by dra wing 011 the ground a delineation 
of the rivers, from which it appeared that his infor
mation was very limited. The river on which the 
camp is, he divided into two branches just above 
us, which, as he indicated by the opening of the 
mountains, were in view: he next made it discharge 
itself into a larger river ten miles below, coming 
from the southwest; the joint stream continued one 
day's march to the northwest, and then inclined to 
the westward for ,two days march farther. At that 
plac« he placed several heaps of sand on each side, 
which, as he explained them, represented vast moun
tains of rock always coverecl with snow; in passing 
through which the river was so completely hemmed 
in by the high rocks, that there was no possibility 
of travelling along the shore; that the bed of the 
river was obstructed by sharp-pointed rocks, amI 
such its rapidity, that as far as the eye could reach 
it presented a perfect column of foam. The moun
taiJis, he said, were equally inaccessible, as neither 
man nor horse could cross them; that such being 
the stateoof the country, neither he nor any of his 
nation had ever attempted to go beyond the moull
tains .. Cameahwait said also, that he had been in
formed by the Chopullnish, or Pierced-nose Indians, 
who reside 011 this river west of the mountains, that 
'i. " 
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none except that through the barren plains, whch 
he said joined the mountains on that side, and 
through which it was impossible to pass at this sea
son, even if we were fortunate enough to escape 
the Broken-moccasin Indians. Captain Clarke re
compensed the Indian by a present of a knife, with 
which he seemed much gratified. and now inquired 
of Cameahwait, by what route the Pierced-nose 
Indians, who he said lived west of the mountains, 
crossed over to the Missouri: this he said was to
wards the north, but that the road was a very bad 
one; that during the passage he had been told they 
suffered excessively from hunger, being obliged to 
subsist, for many days, on berries alone, there being 
no game in that part of the mountains, which were 
broken and rocky, and so thickly covered with 
timber, that they could scarcely pass. Surrounded 
by difficulties, as all the other routes are, this 
seems to be the most practicable of all the passages 
by land; since, if the Indians can pass the moun
tains with their women and children, no difficulties 
which they could encounter could be formidable to 
us; and if the Indians below the mountains are so 
numerous as they are represented to be, they must 
have some means of subsistence equally within our 
power. They tell us indeed, that the nations to the 
westward subsist principally on fish and roots, and 
that their only game were a few elk, deer and an
telope, there being no buffaloe west of the moun
tain. The first inquiry, however, was to ascertain 
the truth of their information relative to the diffi
c~lty of descending the river: for this purpose cap
tam Clarke set out at three o'clock in the afternoon, 
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which are sometimes scattered through this desert 
~n the spring, hoth oursel ves and our horses 1\\'ouhl 
p.erish for want offaod and water. About tbe middle 
of this plain a large river passes from southeast to 
northwest, which, though navigable, afforded neither 
timber nor salmon. Three or four days march be
yond this plain his relations lived, in a country to
lerably fertile, and partially covered with timber, 
on another large river running in the same direc
tion as the former; that this last discharges itself 
into a third large river, on which resided many 
numerous nations, with whom his own were at war~ 
but whether this last emptied itself into the great 
or stinking lake, as they called the ocean, he did 
not know; that from his country tq the stinking 
lake was a great distanc~; aHd that the rQute to it, 
taken by such of his relations as had "isited it, was 
up the river on which they lived, and over to that 
on which the white people lived, and which they 
knew discharged itself into the ocean. This route 
he advised us to take, but added, that we had better 
defer the journey ti~l spring, when he would him-:
s.elf conduct us. This accpunt persuaded n~ that the 
streams of which he spoke were southern branches 
of the Columbia, heading with the Rio des Apostolos, 
and Rio Colorado, and that the ro.ute which he men
tioned was to the gulf of California: captain Clar~e 
therefore told him, that this road was too much 
towards the south fQr our purpose; and then re
quested to know, if there was no route on the left 
Qfthe rjver, where we ~ow are, by which we might 
intercept ~t below the mountains; but he knew of 

YOLo I. 3 u 



496 LF.WIS A~D CLA.RKE'S EXPEDITION' 

other to prevent the passage of the fish. About the 
centre of each was placed a basket formed of wil
]ows, eighteen or twenty feet in length, of a cylin
drical form, and terminating in a conic ,shape at its 
lower extremity; this was situated with its mouth 
upwards, opposite to ail aperture in the weir. The 
main channel of the water was then conducted to 
this weir, and as'the fish entered it they were so 
entangled with each other that they could not 
move, and were taken out by untying the small 
end of the willow basket. The weir in the main 
channel was formed in a manner somewhat different; 
there were ill fact two distinct weirs, formed of poles 
and willow sticks quite across the river, approach
ing each other obliquely, with an aperture in each 
side near the angle. This is made by tying a num
ber of poles together at the top, in pareels of three, 
",'hich were then set up in a triangular form at the 
base, two of the poles !:Jeing in the range desired 
for the weir, and the third down the stream. To 
these poles two ranges of other poles are next lashed 
horizontally, with willow bark and wythes, and 
willow sticks joined in with these crosswise, so as 
to form a kind of wicker-work from the bottom of 
the river to the height of three or four feet above 
the surface of the water. This is so thick as to pre
vent the fish from passing; and even in some parts, 
with the help of a little gravel and some stone, 
enables them to give any direction which they wish 
to the water. These two weirs being placed near 
to each other, one for the purpose of catching the 
£sh as they ascend, the other as they go down the 
river, they are provided with two baskets, made in 
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accompanied by the guide and all his men except 
one, whom he left with orders to purchase a horse 
and join him as soon as possible. At the distance of 
four miles he crossed the river, and eight mil.::s from 
the camp halted for the night at a small stream. 
The road which he foHowed was a beaten path 
through a wide rich meadow, in which 'were several 
old lodges. On the route he met a number of men, 
women and children, as well as horses; one of the 
men, who appeared to possess some consideration, 
turned back with him, and observing a woman 
with three salmon, obtained them from her, and 
presented them to the party. Captain Clarke shot 
a mountain cock or cock of the plains, a dark brown 
bird larger than the dunghill fowl, with a long 
and pointed tail, and a fleshy protuberance about 
the base of the upper chop, something like that of 
the turkey, though without the snout. In the 
morning, 

Wednesday 21, he resumed his march early, and 
at the dis,tance of five miles reached an Indian lo,lge 
of brush, inhabited by seven families of Shoshonees. 
They behaved with great civility, gave the ~ hole 

. party as much boiled salmon as they could eat, awl 
added as a present several dried salmon, ami a: COIl

. siderable quantity of chokecherries. After smoking 
with them all, he visited the fish weir, which wa!J 
about two hundred yards distant. 

The river was here divided by three small islands, 
which occasioned the water to pass along four chan
nels. Of these three were narrow, and stopped by 
m,eans of trees, which were stretched across, amI 
Supported by willow stakes, sufficiently near each 



498 LEWIS AND CLARKE'S EXPEDITION 

yards in width, rapid and shoaly, but containing 
only a small quantity of timber. As captain Lewis 
was the first white man who visited its waters, cap
tain Clarke gave it the name of Lewis's river. The 
low grounds through which he had passed to-day 
were rich and wide, but at his camp this evening 
the hills begin to assume a formidable aspect. The 
cliff under which he lay is of a reddish brown co
lour, the rocks which have fallen from it are a 
dark brown flintstone. Near the place are gullies 
of white sandstone, and quantities of a fine sand, of 
a snowy whiteness: the mountains on each side are 
high and rugged, with some pine trees scattered 
over them. 

Thursday 22. He soon began to perceive that 
the Indian accounts had not exaggerated: at th;e 
distance of a mile he passed a small creek, and the 
points of four mountains, which were rocky, and so 
high, that it seemed almost impossible to cross them 
with horses. The road layover the sharp fragments 
of rocks which had fallen from the mountains, and 
were strewed in heaps for ~iles together. yet the 
horses, altogether unshod, travelled across them as 
fast as the men, and without detaining them a mo
ment. They passed two bold running streams, and 
reached the entrance of a small river, where a few 
Indian families resided. They had not been pre
viously acquainted with the arrival of -the whites, 
the guide was behind, and the wood so thick. that 
we came upon them unobserved, till ~t a very short 
distance. As soon as they saw us, the women and 
children fled in great consternation; the men offered 
us every thing they had, the fish 011 the icatfoldi, 
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the form already described, and which are placed 
at the apertures of the weir. 

After examining these curious objects, be returned 
to the lodges, and soon passed the river to the left, 
where an Indian brought him a tomahawk, which 
he said he had found ill the grass, near the lodge 
where captain Lewis had staid on his first visit to 
the village. This was a tomahawk, which had been 
missed at the time, and supposed to be stolen; it 
was, however, the only article which had been lost 
in our intercourse with the nation, and as even that 
was returned, the inference is highly honourable to 
the integrity of the Shoshonees. 

On leaving the lodges, captain Clarke crossed to 
the left side of the river, and despatched five men 
to the forks of it, in search of the man left behind 
yesterday, who procured a horse, and passed by 
another road, as they learned, to the forks. At the 
distance of fourteen miles they killed a very large 
salmon, two and a half feet long, in a creek six: 
miles below the forks; and after travelling about 
t'Nenty miles through the valley, following the 
course of the river, which runs nearly northwest, 
halted in a small meadow on the right side, under 
a cliff of rocks. Here they were joined by the five 
men who had gone in quest of Crusatte. They had 
been to the forks of the river, where the natives re
sort in great numbers, for the purpose of gigging
fish, of which they made our men a present of five 
fresh salmon. In addition to this food, one deer was 
killed to-day. The western brancb, of this river is 
much larger than the eastern; and after we passed 
the junction we found the river about one hundred 
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Friday 23. Captain Clarke set off very early, but 
as his route lay along the steep side of a mountain, 
over irregular and broken masses of rocks, which 
wounded the horses feet, he was obliged to proceed 
slowly. At the distance of four miles he reached the 
river: but the rocks here became so steep, and 
projected so far into the river, that there was no 
mode of passing, except through the water. This 
he did for some distance, though the river was very 
rapid, and so deep, that they were forced to swim 
their horses. After following _ the edge of the water 
for about a mile under this steep cliff, he reached 
a small meadow, below which the whple cp.rrent of 
the river beat against the right shore on which he 
was, and which was formed of a solid rock, per. 
fectly inaccessible to horses. Here too the little 
track, which he ha'd been pursuing, terminated. 
He therefore resolved to leave the horses, and the 
greater part of the men, at this place, and examine 
the river still further, in order to determine if there 
were any possibility of descending it in canoes. 
Raving killed nothing except a single goose to
day, and the whole of our provision being consumed 
last evening, it was by no means advisable to re
main any length of time where they were. He now 
directed the men to fish and hunt at this place till 
his return: and then with his guide and three men 
he proceeded, clambering over immense rocks, and 
along the sides of lofty precipices which bordered 
the river, when at about twelve miles distance he 
reached a small meadow, the first he had seen on 
the river since he left his party. A little below this 
meadow, a large creek, twelve yards wide, and Qf 
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the' dried berries, and the collars of elk's tushes 
worn by the children. We took only a small (luan~ 
tityof the food, and gave them in return some 
stnall articles, which conduced very much to pacify 
them. The guide now coming up, explained to 
them who we were, and the object of our visit, 
which seemed to relieve their fears, but still a num
ber of the women and children did not recover from 
their fright, but cried during our stay, which lasted 
about an hour. The guide, whom we found a very 
friendly intelligent old man, informed us, that up 
this river there was a road, which led over the 
mountains to the Missouri. On resuming his route, 
he went along the steep side of a mountain about 
three miles, and then reached the river near a small 
island, at the lower part of which he encamped; he 
Jlere attempted to gig some fish, but could obtain 
only one small salmon. The river is here shoal amI 
rapid, with many rocks scattered in various direc
tions through its bed. On the sides of the mountains 
are some scattered pines; and of those on the left, 
the tops are covered with them; there are, how
ever, but few in the low grounds through which 
they passed; indeed they have only seen a single 
tree fit to make a c-anoe, and even that was small. 
Th! country has an abundant growth of berries, 
and we met several women and children gathering 
them, who bestowed them upon us with great libe
rality. Among the woods captain Clarke observed 
a species of woodpecker, the beak and tail of which 
were white, the wings black, and every other part 
of the body of a dark brown; its size was that of 
the robin, and it fed .on the seeds of the pine. 
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from the country; and not an animal of any kind, 
larger than a pheasant or a squirrel, and of these a 
fe., only, will t:~cn be seen in this part of the moun
tains: after which we shall be oblig~d to rely on 
our own stock of provisions, which will not support 
us more than ten days. These circumstances com
bine to render & passage by water impracticable in 
our present situation. To descend the course of the 
river on horseback is the other alternative, amI 
scarcely a more inviting one. The river is so deep, 
that there are only a few places where it can be 
forded; and the rocks approach so Hear the water, 
as t.o render it impossible to make a route along the 
water's edge. In crossing the mountains the,l,Ilselves, 
we should have to encounter, besides their steep
ness, .one barren surface of broken masses of rock, 
down which, ill certain seasons, the torrents sweep 
vast quantities of stone into the river. These rocks 
are of a whitish brown, and towards the base of a 
gray colour, and so hard, that on striking them 
with steel, they yield a fire like flint. This iiom.bre 
appearance is in some places scarcely relieved by a 
single tree; though near the river, and OIl the 
creeks, there is more timber, among, which are 
some tall pine: several .of these might be macle into 
canoes, and by lashing two of them together, one 
of tolerable size might be formed. 

After dinner he continued his route, and at the 
,1istance of half a mile passed another creek, about 
five yards wide. Here his guide informed him, that 
by ascending the creek for some distance he would 
have a better road, and cut off a considerable benl! 
of the river towards the south, He therefore pur .. 
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~ome depth, discharges itself from the north. Here 
were some recent signs of an Indian encampment, 
and,the tracks of a number of horses, who must 
have come along a plain Indian path, which he now 
saw following the course of the creek. This stn'am, 
his guide said, led towards a large river running 
to the north, and was frequented by apother nation 
for the purpose of catching fish. He remained here 
two hours, and having taken some small fish, made 
a dinner on them, with the addition of a few berries. 
From the place where he had left the palty to the 
mouth of this creek, it presents one continued rapid. 
in which are five shoals, neither of which could be 
passed with loaded canoes; and the baggage must, 
therefore, be transported for a considerable distance 
over the steep mountains, where it would be impos
sible to employ horses for the relief of the men. 
Even the empty canoes must be let down the rapids 
by means of cords, and not even in that way with
out great risk both to the canoes as well as to the 
men. At one of these shoals, indeed, the rocks rise 
so perpendicularly from the water, as to leave 110 

hope of a passage, or even a portage. without great 
labour in removing rocks, and in some instances 
cutting away the earth. To su-rmount these diffi
culties would exhaust the strength of the party. 
and what is equally discouraging, would waste our 
time. and consume ol.!-r provisions, of neither of 
which have we much to spare. The season is now 
far advanced,' and the Indians tell us we shall 
shortly have snow: the salmon too have so far de
clined, that the natives themselves are hastening 

voJ,. I. 3 x 
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utter impracticability of the route before him. He 
had already witnessed the difficulties of part of the 
road; yet ·after an these dangers his guide, whose 
intelligence and fidelity he could not doubt, now 
assured him that the difficulties were only com
mencing, and what he saw before him, too clearly 
convinced him of the Indian's veracity. He there
fore determined to abandon this route, and returned 
to the upper part of the last creek we had passed, 
aUlI reaching it an hour after dark, encamped for 
the night: on this creek he had seen in the morn
ing an Iudian road coming in from the north. Dis
appointed in finding a route by water, captain 
Clarke now questioned his guide more particularly 
as to the direction of this road, which he seemed to 
understand perfectly. He drew a map on the sand, 
and represented this road, as well as that we passed 
yesterday on Berry creek, as both leading towards 
two forks of the same great river, where resided a 
nation called Tushepaws, who, having no salmon on 
their river, came by these roads to the fish-weirs on 
Lewis's river. He-had himself been among these 
Tushepaws, and having once accompanied them on 
a fishing party to another river, he had there seen 
Indians who had come across the Rocky mountains. 
After a g'reat deal of conversation, or rather signs, 
and a second and more particular map from his 
guide, captain Clarke felt persuaded that his guide 
knew of a road from the Shoshonee village they 
had left, to the great river to the north, without 
coming so low down as this on a route impracticable 
for horses. He was desirous of hastening his return, 
and therefore set out early, 
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sued a well·beaten Indian track up this creek for 
ab'out six miles, when, leaving the creek to the 
rig11t, he passed over a ridge, and after walking a 
mile again met the river, where it flows through a 
meadow of about eighty acres in extent. This they 
passed, and then ascended a high and steep point 
of a mountain, from which the guide now pointed 
out where the river broke through the mountains, 
about twenty miles distant. N ear the base of the 
mountains a small river falls in from the south: this 
view was terminated by one of the loftiest moun
tains captain Clarke had ever seen, which was per
fectly covered with snow. Towards this formidable 
barrier the river went directly on; and there it was. 
as the guide observed, that the difficulties and 
dangers, of which he and Cameahwait had spoken, 
C()mm~nced. After reaching the mountain, he said, 
the river continues its course towards the north, for 
many miles, between high perpendicular rocks, 
which were scattered through its bed: it then pe...; 
netrated the mountain through a narrow gap, on 
each side of which arose perpendicularly a rock as 
high as the top of the mountain before them; that 
the river then made a bend, which concealed its 
future course from view; and as it was alike im
possible to descend the river, or clamber over that 
vast mountain, eternally covered with snow, nei
ther he nor any of his nation had ever been lower 
than at a place where they could see the gap made 
by the river on entering the mountain. To that 
place he said he would conduct captain Clarke, if 

he desired it, by the next evening. But he was in 
no need of further evidence to convince him of the 
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reached the cliff under which they had encamped 
011 the twenty-first. They immediately hegan to 
fish and hunt, ill order to procure a meal. We 
caught several small fish, and by means of our 
guide, obtained two salmon from a small party. of 
womell and children, who, with one man, were 
going below to gather berries. This supplied us 
with about half a meal, but after dark we were 
regaled with a beaver, which one of the hunters 
brought in. The other game, seell in the course of 
the day, were one deer, and a party of elk among 
the pines on the sides of the mountains. 

Monday 26. The morning was fine, and three 
men were despatched ahead to hunt, while the rest 
were detained until nine o'cloek, in order to retake 
lome horses, whieh had strayed away during the 
night. They then proceeded along the route by the 
forks of the river, till they reach-~d the lower Indian 
camp where they first were when we met them. 
The whole camp immediately flocked around him 
with great appearance of cordiality, but all the 
spare food of the village did not amount to more 
than two salmon, which they gave to captain Clarke, 
who distributed them among his men. The hunters 
had not been able to kill any thing, nor had cap
tain Clarke, or the greater part of the men, any 
food during the twenty-four hours, till towards 
evening one of them shot a salmon in the river, and: 
a few small fish were caught, which furnished them 
with a scanty meal. The only animals they had 
,eell were a few pigeons, some very wild hares, a 
great number of the large black &"rasshopper, and 
a quantity of g-round lizards. 
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Satu!day 24, and after descending the creek to. 
the river, stopped to breakfast on berries in the 
meadow above the second creek. He then went on, 
but unfortunately fell from a rock and injured his 
leg very much; he however walked on as rapidly 
as he could, and at four in the afternoon rejoined 
his men. During his absence they had killed one of 
the mountain 'cocks, a few pheasants, and some 
small fish, on which with haws autl serviceberries 
they had subsisted. Captain Clarke immediately 
sent forward a man on horseback with a note to 
captain Lewis, apprising him of the result of his in
quiries, and late in the afternoon iet out with the 
rest of the party, and encamped at the distance of 
two miles. The men were much disheartened at the 
bad prospect of escaping from the mountains; and 
having nothing to eat but a few berries. which have 
made several of them sick, they all passed a dis
agreeable night, which was rendered more Ullcom
fortable by a heavy dew. 

Sunday 25. The want of provisions urged captain 
Clarke to return as SOO)l as possible; he therefore 
set out early, and halted an hour in passing the 
Indian camp near the fish weirs. These people 
treated them with great kindness, and though poor 
and dirty, they willingly give what little they 
possess; they gave the whole party boiled salmon 
and dried berries, which were not, however, in suf
ficient quantities to appease their hunger. They 
soon resumed their old road; hut as the abstinence 
or strange diet, had given one of the men a very 
seVere illness, they were detained very much 011 

his account, and it was not till late in the day they 
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some fishroe in exchange for three small fish hooks, 
the use of which he taught them, and which they 
very readily comprehended. All the men, who are 
110t engaged in hunting, are occupied in making 
pack-saddles for the horses which captain Lewis 
informed us he had bought. 

August 20. Two hunters were despatched early 
in the morning, but they returned without killing 
any thing, and the only game we procured was a 
beaver, who was caught last night in a trap, which 
he carried off two miles before he was found. The 
fur of this animal is as good as any we have ever 
sC'en; nor does it ill fact appear to be ever out of 
seaeOll on the upper branches of the l\:1issouri. This 
beaver, with several dozen of tine trout, gave us a 
plentiful subsi!'tence for the day. The party were 
occupied chiefly in making pack-saddles, in the 
manufactme of which we supply the place of nails 
and boards, by substituting for the first thongs of 
raw hide, which answer the purpose very well; and 
for boards we use the handles of our oars, and the 
plank of some boxes, the contents of which we 
empty illto sacks of raw hides made for the pur
pose. The Indians, who visit us, behave with the 
greatest decorum, and the women are busily en
gaged in making and mending the moccasins of 
the party. As we l1ao still some superfluous baggage, 
which would be too heavy to carry across the 
mountains, it became necessary to make a cache or 
d~posit. For this purpose we selected a spot on the 
ba:lt!i of the river, three quarters of a mile below 
the camp, and three men were set to dig it, with 
a sentiuel in the neighbourhood l who was ordered# 
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Tuesday 26. The men, who were eng8g~d last 
night in mending their moccasins, all except one, 
went out hunting, but no game was to be procured. 
One of the men, however, killed a small salmon, 
and the Indians made a present of another, on which 
the whole party, made a very slight breakfast. 
These Indians, to whom this life is familiar. seem 
contented, although they depend for subsistence Oil 

the scanty productions of the fishery. But our men, 
who are used to hardships. but have been accus
tomed to have the first wants of nature regularly 
supplied, feel very sensibly their wretched situa
tion; their strength is wasting away; they begin 
to express their apprehensions of being without food 
in a country perfectly destitute of any means of 
supporting life, except a few fish. In the course of 
the day an Indian brought into the camp five 
salmon, two of which captain Clarke bought, and 
!!.mde a supper for the party. 

Wednesday 28. There was a frost again this mor
ning. The Indians gave the party two salmon out 
of severa] which they caught in their traps, and 
having purchased two more, the paJrty was enabled 
to subsist on them during theday. A camp of about 
forty Indian~ from the west fork passed us to-day. 
on their route to the eastward. Our prospect of 

0provillions is getting worse every day; the hunters, 
who had ranged through the country in every di
:rection where game might be expected, have seen 
nothing. The fishery is scarcely more productive; 
for an Indian, who was out all day with his gig, 
killed only one salmon. Besides the four fish pro
cured from the Indians, captain Chuke obtained 
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our baggage to the cache, and deposited what we 
thought too cumbrous to carry with US: a small as
sortment ofmetiicines, and all the specimens of plants. 
seeds and minerals, collected since leaving the falls 
of the ]\'lissouri. Late at night Drewyer returned 
with a fawn, ana a considerable quantity of Indian 
plunder, which he had taken by way of reprisal. 
While hunting this morning in the Shoshonee cove, 
he came suddenly upon an Indian camp, at which 
were an old· man, a young one, three women, and 
a boy: they showed no surprise at the sight of him, 
and he therefore rode up to them, and after turn
ing his horse loose to graze, sat down, and began 
to converse with them by signs. They had just 
finished a repast on some roots, and ill about iwenty 
minutes one of the women spoke to the rest of the 
party, whQ immediately went out, collected their 
horses, and began to saddle them. Havil)g rested 
himself, Drewyer thought that he would continue 
his hunt, and rising went to catch his horse, who 
was at a short di'stance, forgetting at the moment 
to take up his rifle. He had scarcely gone more 
than fifty paces when the Indians mounted their 
llorses, the young man snatched up the rifle, and 
leaving all their baggage, whipt their horses, and' 
ilet off at full speed towards the passes of the moun
tains: Drewyer instantly jumped on his horse, and 
pursued them. After running about ten miles, the 
horses of the womenllearly gave out, and the womell 
finding Drewyer gain on them, raised dreadful 
cries, Wl1ich induced the young man to slacken his 
pace, and being mounted on a very fleet hor$e, 
rode round dIem at a short distance. Drewyer noW 
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if the natives were to straggle that way, to fire a 
signal for the workmen to desist and 'separate. 
Towards evening the cache was completed without 
being perceived by the Indians, and the packages 
prepared for deposit. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

Contest between Drewyl'l nnr! a Shoshonee-The fidelity and hononr of that 
tribe-The party set out on their journey-The conduct of Cameah\\ait re
proved, and himself reconciled-The easy parturition of the Shoshonee wo
men-History of this nation-Their terror of the Pahkees-Their govern. 
ment and family economy in their treatment of their women-Their com
plaints of Spanish treachery-Description of their weapons of warfare
Their curious mode of making a IhieJd-The caparison of their hOI',e8-

The dress of the Dlen and women particularly described-Their mode of 

acquiring new names. 

Wednesday, August 21. THE weather was very 
cold; the water, which stood in the vessels exposed 
to the air, being covered with ice a quarter of an 
inch thick: the ink freezes in the pen, and the low 
grounds are perfectly whitened with frost: after 
this the day proved excessively warm. The party 
were engaged in their usual occupations, and com
pleted twenty saddles with the necessary harness, 
all prepared to set off as soon as the Indians should 
arrive. Our two hunters, who were despatched 
early in the morning, have not returned, so that 
we were obliged to encroach on our pork and corn,. 
which we consider as the last resource, when our 
casual supplies of game fail. After dark we carried 

'VOL. I. 3 y 
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a very sharp edge. The roots were of three kinds, 
and folded separate from each, in hides of buffaloe 
made into parchment. The first is a fusiform roott 
six inches long, and about the size of a man's fin
ger at the largest end, with radicles larger than is 
usual in roots of the fusiform sort: the rind is white 
and thin, the body is also white, mealy, and easily 
reducible, by pounding, to a substance resembling 
flour, like which it thickens by boiling, and is of 
811 agreeable flavour: it is eaten frequently in its 
raw state, either green or dried. The second spe
cies was much mutilated, but appeared to be 
fibrous; it is of a cylindrical form, about the size 
of a small quill, hard and brittle. A part of the 
rind, which had not been detached in the prepara
tion, was hard and black, but the rest of the root 
was perfectly white: this, the Indians informed us, 
was always boiled before eating; and on making 
the experiment we found, that it became perfectly 
soft, but had a bitter taste, which was nauseous to 
us, but which the Indians seemed to relish: for on 
giving the roots to them they were very heartily 
swallowed. The third species was a small nut, about 
the size of a nutmeg, of an irregularly rounded 
form, something like the smallest of the JerUl!alem 
artichokes, which, on boiling, we found them also 
to resemble in flavour, and is certainly the best 
root we have seen in use among the Indians. On 
inquiring of the Indians from what plant these roots 
were procured, they informed us that none of them 
grew near this place . 

. The men were chiefly employed in dressing the 
IlklllS belonging to the party who accompanied cap-
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came up with the women, and by signs persuaded 
them that he did not mean to hurt them: they then 
stopped" and as the young man came iowards them, 
Drewyer asked him for his rifle; but the only part 
of the answer which he understood, was Pahkee, 
the name by which they call their enemies, the 
Minnetarees of fort de Prairie, While they were 
thus engaged in talking, Drewyer watched his op
portunity, and seeing the Indian off his guard, 
galloped up to him, and seized his rifle: the Indian 
struggled for some time, but finding Drewyer get
ting too strong for him, had the presence of mind 
to open the pan, and let the priming fall out: he 
then let go his hold, and giving his horse the \\hip, 
escaped at full speed, leaving the women to the 
mercy of the conqueror. Drewyer then returned 
to where he had first seen them, where he found 
that their baggage had been left behind, and 
brought it to camp with him. 

Thursday 22. This morning early two men were 
sent to complete the covering of the cache, which 
could'i~ot be so perfectly done during the night as 
to elude the search of the Indians. On examining 
the spoils which Drewyer had obtained, they were 
found to consist of several dressed and undresse(t 
skins; two bags wove with the bark of the silk 
grass, each containing a bushel of dried service
berries, and about the same quantity of roots; an 

jnstrnment made of bone for m:mufacturing the 
flints into heads for anows; and a number of flints 
themselves; these were much of the same colour, 
ana nearly as transparent as common black glass, 
qud when cut detached itself into flakes, leaving 



.'j 14 LEWIS AND CLARKE'S EXPEDITION 

the perfect decency and propriety of their conduct; 
for although so numerous, they do not attempt to 
crowd round our camp, or take any thing which 
they see lying about, and whenever they borrow 
knives, or kettJes, or any other article from the 
men, they return them with great fidelity. 

Towards evening we formed a drag of bushes, 
:1l1(1 in about two hours caught five hundred and 
twenty-eight very good fish, most of them large 
trout. Among them we observed, for the first time, 
ten or twelve trout, of a white or silvery colour, 
except on the back and head, where they are of a 
hIll ish cas:t; in appearance and shape they resem
ble exactly the speckled trout, except that they 
are not quite so large, though the scales are much 
larger, and the flavour equally good. The greater 
part of the fish was distributed among the Indians. 

Friday 23. Our visitors seem to depend wholly 
on us for food, and as the state of our provisions 
obliges us to be careful of our remaining stock of 
corn and flour, this was an arlditional.reason for 
urging our departure; but Cameahwait requested 
m tn wait till the arrival of another party of his 
nation, who were expected to-day. Knowiug that 
it would be in vain to oppose his wish, we consent ... 
('(I, and two hunters were sent out, with orders to 
go further up the southeast fork than they had hi
therto been. At the same time the chief was in
formed of the l()w state of our provisions, and ad
"iaed to send out most of his young men to hunt. 
This he recommended them to do, and most of them 
~et out: we then sunk our canoes, by means of 
Itones, to the bottom of the river; a situation whicbJ 
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tain Clarke. About eleven o'clock, Chaboneau and 
his wife returned with Cameahwait, accompanied 
by about fifty men with their women and children. 
After they had encamped Ileal' us, and turned loose 
their horses, we called a council of all the chiefs 
and warriors, and addressed them in a speech: ad
ditional presents were then distributed, particulall y 
to the two second chiefs, who had, agreeably to 
their promises, exerted themselves in our favour. 
The council was then adjourned, and all the Indians 
were treated with an abundant meal of boiled In
dian corn and beans. The poor wretches, who harl. 
no animal food, and scarcely any thing but a few 
fish, had been almost starved, and received this 
new luxury with great thankfulness. Out of com
pliment to the chief, ,ve gave him a few dried 
squashes, which we had brought from the Mandans, 
and he declared it was the best food he had ever 
tasted, except sugar, ? small lump of which he had 
received from his sister: he n{)w declared how happy 
they should all be to live in a country which pro
duce<l so many good things; and we told him, that 
it would not be long before the white men would 
put it in their power to live below the mcuntaills, 
where they might themselves cultivate all these 
kinds of food instead of wandering in the moun
tains. He appeared to be much pleased with this 
ihformation; and the whole party being now in ex
,cellent tenlper after their repast, we began onr 
purchase of horses. We soon obtained five very 
good ones on very reasonable terms; that is, by 
giVing for each, merchandize '\\ hich cost us origi-

• l ' ual1y about six dollars. We have a'gam to aLIDHe 
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them appeared to prEtvail among those who had 
promised to assist us ill crossing the mountains. We 
ourselves were not without some apprehension that 
they might leave us, but as they continued to say, 
that they would return with us, nothing was said 
upon the subject. 'Ve were, however, resolved to 
move early in the morning, and therefore despatched 
two men to hunt in the cove, and leave the game 
Oll the route we should pass to-morrow. 

Saturday 24. As the Indians who arrived yester
day had a number of spare horses, we thought it 
probable they might be willing to dispose of them, 
and desired the chief to speak to them for that pur
pose. They declined giving any positive answer, 
but requested to see the goods which we proposed 
to i.!xchange. We then produced some battle-axes, 
which we had made at fort :Mandan, ~nd a quan
tity of knives, with both of which they appeared 
very much pleased; and we were soon able to pur
chase three horses, by gi·ving for each an axe, a 
knife, a handkerchief, and a little paint. To this 
we are obliged to add a second knife, a handker
chief: a shirt, and a pair of leggings; and such is 
the estimation in which those animals are held, that 
even at this priee, which was double that for a 
horse, the fellow who sold him took upon himself 
great merit, ill having given away a mule to us. 
They now said that they had no more horses for 
sale; and as we had now nine of our own, two hired 
horses, and a mule, we began 'ading them as hea
vily as was prudent, and placing the res~ on the 
shoulders of the Indian women, left our camp at 
twelve o'dock. 'Vc w~re all on footl except Saca-
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better than any other, secured them against the 
effects of the high waters, and the frequent fires of 
the plains, the Indians having promised not to dis
turb them during our absence; a promise we believe 
the more readily, as they are almost too lazy to 
take the trouble of raising them for fire-wood. -VVe 
were desirous of purchasing some more horses, but 
they declined selling any until we reached their 
camp in the mountains. Soon after starting, the 
Indian hunters discovered a mule buck, anJ twelve 
of their horsemen pursued it, for four miles. 'Ve 
saw the chase, which was very entertaining, and at 
length they rode it down, and killed it This mule 
buck was the largest deer of any kind we have 
seen, being nearly as large as a doe elk. Besides 
this, they brought in another deer and three goats; 
but instea~ of a general distribution of the meat, 
and such as we have hitherto seen among all tribes 
~f Indians, we observed that some families ha(1 a 
large share, while others received none. On in
quiring of Cameahwait the reason of this custom, 
he said, that meat among them was scarce, that 
each hunter reserved what he killed for the use of 
himself and his own family, none of the rest having 
allY claim on what he chose to keep. Our hunters 
returned soou after with two mule deer, and three 
common deer, tluee of which we distributed among 
the families who had received Ilone of the game of 
their own hunters. About three o'clo'ck the expected 
party, consisting of fifty men, women and chil£lren, 
arriv..ed. W chow learned that most of the Indians 
were on their waJ down the valley towards the 
buffaloe country, and some anxiety to accompany 
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eat. We also advised Camcahwait, as we could not 
!l1lFply all his people with provisions, to recommend 
to all who were not assisting us, to go on before us 
to their camp. This he did: but in the morning, 

Sunday 25, a few only followed his advice, the 
rest accompanying us at some distance on each 
side. We set out at sunrise, and after going seven
teen rojIes, halted for dinner, within two miles of 
the narrow pass in the mpuntains. The Indians, 
who were on the sides of our party, had started 
some antelopes, but were obliged, after a pursuit 
of several hours, to abandon the chase: our hunters 
llad, in the meantime, brought in three deer, the 
greater part of which was distributed among the 
Indians. 'Whilst at dinner we learned by means of 
Sacajawea, that the young men, wh.o left us this 
morning, carried a request from the chief, that the 
village would break up its encampment, and meet 
this party to-morrow, when they would all go down 
the Missouri into the buffilloe country. Alarmecl 
at this new caprice of the Indians, which, if not 
counteracted, threatened to leave ourselves and 
our baggage on the mountains, or even if we 
reached the waters of the Columbia, prevent our 
pbtaining horses to go on fur~her, captain Lewis 
immediately called the three chiefs together. After 
smoking a pipe, he asked them if they were men 
of their words, and if we can rely on their promises. 
They readily answered in the affirmative. He then 
asked, if they had not agreed to assist us in carry
ing our baggage over the mountains. To this they 
nlso answered yes; and why then, said lIe, have 
you requested your people to meet us to-morrow, 
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jawea1 for whom her husband had purchased a 
horse with some articles which we gave him for 
that purpose; an Indian, however, had the polite
ness to offer captain Lewis one of his horses to ride , 
which he accepted, in order better to direct the 
march of the party. We crossed the river below 
the forks, directing our course towards the cove 
by the route already passed, and had just reached 
the lower part of the cove, when an Indian rode up 
to. captain Lewis, to inform him that one of his men 
was very sick, and unable to come on. The party 
was immediately halted at a run which falls into 

-the creek on the left, and captain Lewis rode back 
two miles, and found 'Viser severely afflicted with 
the colic: by giving him some of the essence of 
peppermint and laudanum, he recovered sufficiently 
to ride the horse of captain Lewis, who then rejoined 
the party on foot. When he arrived he foulld that 
the Indians. who had been impatiently expecting 
his return, at last unloaded their horses, and turned 
them loose, aud had now made their camp for the 
night. It would have been fruitless to remonstrate, 
and not prudent to excite any irritation; and there.,. 
fore, although the sun was still high, and we had 
made only six miles, we thought it bed to remain 
with them: after we had encamped there fell a 
slight shower of rain. One of the men caught se ... 
veral fine trout; but Drewyer, who had been sent 
out to. hunt, returned without having killed any 
thing. 'Ve therefore gave a little corn to those of 
the Indians who were actually engaged ill carrying 
our baggage, and who had absolutely nothing' to 
. yo:r.. I. 3 7; 
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This difficulty being now adjusted, our march 
was resumed with all unusual degree of alacrity 011 

the part of the Indians. We passed a spot; where six: 
years ago the Shoshonees suffered a very severe 
defeat from the Minnetarees; and late in the even~ 
iug we reached the upper part of the cove where 
the creel{ enters the mountains. The part of the 
cove on the northeast side of the creek has lately 
been burned, most prohably as a signal on some 
occasion. Here we were joined by our hunters with 
a single deer, which captain Lewis gave, as a proof 
of his sincerity, to the women and children, and 
remained supperless himself. As we came along we 
observed several large hares, some ducks, and many 
of the cock of the plains: in the low grounds of the 
cove were also considerable quantities of wild onions. 

Monday .26. The morning was excessively cold, 
and the ice in our vesse:s was nearly a. quarter of all 
inch in thickness: we Bet out at sun-rise) and SOOI1 

reached the fountain of the Missouri; where we 
llalted for a few minutes, and then crossing the 
dividing ridge, reached the fine spring where cap
tain Lewis had slept Oil the 12th, in his first excur" 
sion to the Shoshonee camp. The grass on the hill 
sides is perfectly dry, and parched by the sun; but 
near the spring was a fine green grass: we there~ 
fore halted for dinner, and turned our horses to 
graze. To each of the Indians, who were engllged 
in carrying our baggage, was distributed a pint of 
corn, which they parched, then pounded, and made 
a. s6rt of sou p. 

One of the women, who hall been leading two of 
enr pack-horses, haltecl at a rivulet about a mile 
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where it will be impossible for us to trade for horses, 
as you promised we should. If, he continned, you 
had 110t proll1iseel to help us in transporting our 
goods over the mountains, we should not have at
tempted it, but have returned down the river, af
ter which no whit.e men would ever have come into 
your country. If you wish the whites to be your 
friends, and to bring you arms and protect you 
from your enemies, you should never promise what 
you do not mean to perform: when I first met you, 
you doubted what I said, yet you afterwards saw 
that I told you the truth. ow therefore can you 
doubt what I now tell you; you see that I have 
divided amongst you the meat which my hunters 
kill, and I promise to give all who assist us a share 
of whatever we have to eat. If, therefore, you 
intend to keep your promise. send one of the young 
men immediately to order the people to remain at 
the village till we arrive. 

The two inferior chiefs then said, that they had 
wished to keep their words, and to assist us; that 
they had not sent for the people, but on the con ... 
trary had disapproved of the measure, which was 

done wholly by the first chief. Cameahwait remained 
silent for some time :at last he said, that he knew 
he had (lone wrong, but that seeing all his people 
in want of provisions, he had wished to hasten their 
departure for the country where their wants might 
be supplied. He however now declared, that having 
passed his word he would never violate it, and 
counter orders were immediately sent to the village 
by a young man, to whom we gave a handkerchief 
ill order to ensure despatch and fidelity. 
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which has dried up the herbage on the sides of the 
hills. While we stopped, the women were busily 
employed in collecting the root of a plant with 
which they feed their children, who, like their mo
thers, are nearly half starved, and in a wretched 
condition. It is a species of fennel, which grows in 
the moist grounds; the radix is of the knob kind, 
of a long ovate form, terminating in a single radi
de, the whole being three or four inches long, and 
the thickest part about the size of a man's little 
finger: when fresh, it is white, firm and crisp; and 
when dried and pounded makes a fine white meaL 
Its flavour is not unlike that of aniseed, though 
less pungent. From one to four of these knobbed 
roots are attached to a single stem, which rises to 
the height of three or four feet, and is jointed, 
smooth, cylindric, and has several small peduncles, 
one at each joint above the iheathing leaf. Its co
lour is a deep green, as is also that of the lear, 
which is sheathing, sessile, and polipartite, the di
visions being long and narrow. The flowers, which 
are now in bloom, are small and numerous, with 
white amI umbelliferous petals: there are no root 
leaves. As soon as the seeds have matured, the roots 
of the present year as well as the stem decline, and 
are renewed in the succeeding spring from the lit
tle knot which unites the roots. The sunflower is 
also abundant here, and the seeds, which are now 
ripe, are gathered in considerable quantities, and 
after being pounded and rubbed between smooth 
atones, form a kind of meal, which is a favourite 
dish among the Indians. 

After dinner we continued our route} and were 
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behind, and sent on the two horses by a female 
friend: on inquiring of Cameahwait the cause of 
her detention, he answered with great appearance 
of unconcem, that she had just stopped to lie in, 
but would ~oon overtake us. In fact, we were asto
nished to see her in about an hour's time come on 
with he-f new'-'born infant, and pass us on her way 
to the camp, apparently in perfect health. 

This wonderful facility, with which the Indial! 
women bring forth their children, seems rather Mme 
benevolent gift of nature, in exempting them from 
pains, which their savage state would render doubly 
grievous, than any result of habit. If, as has been 
imagined, a pure dry air, or a cold and elevated 
country, are obstacles to easy delivery, every dif
ficulty incident to that operation might be expected 
ill this part of the continent: nor can another rea
son, the habit of carrying heavy burdens during 
pregnancy. be at all applicable to the Shoshonee 
women, who rarely carry any burdens, since their 
nation possesses an abundance of horses. We have 
indeed been several times informed by those con
versant with Indian manners, and who asserted 
their knowledge of the fact, that Indian women, 
pregnant by white men, experience mote difficulty 
in child-birth than when the father is an Indian. If 
this account be true, it may contribute to strengthen 
the belief. that the easy delivery of the Indian 
women is wholly constitutional. 

The tops of the high irregular mouutains to the 
westward are still entirely covered with snow; and 
the coolness ,~hich the air acqu~res ill passin.,over 
them, is a'v·ery ,agreeable rehef from the heat~ 
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that which would most dispose us for gaiety: for we 
have only a little parched corn to eat, and our means 
of subsistence or of success depend on the wavering 
temper of the natives, who may change their minds 
to-morrow. 

The Shoshonees are a small tribe of the nation 
called the Snake Indians, a vague denomination, 
which embraces at once the inhabitants of the 
southern parts of the Rocky mountains and of the 
plains on each side. The Shoshonees with whom 
we now are, amount to about one hundred warriors, 
and three times that number of women and children. 
'Vi thin their own recollection they formerly live(l 
in the plains, but they have been driven into the 
mountains by the Pahkces, or the roving Indians of 
the Sascatchawain, and are now obliged to visit 
occasionally, and by stealth, the country of theil' 
ancestors. Their lives are indeed migratory. From 
the middle of l\Iay to the beginning of September 
they reside 011 the waters of the Columbia, where 
they considervthemselves perfectly secure from t~e 
Pahkees, who have never yet found their way to 
that retreat. During this time they subsist chiefly 
on salmon, and as that fish <1isappears o~ th~ ~p
proach of autumn, they are obliged to seek subsis, 
tenee els2where. They then cross the ridge to the 
waters of the IHissouri, down which they proceed 
slowly and cautiously, till they are joined near the 
three forks by other bands, either of their own na
tion or of the "ilatheads, with whom they associate 
against the common enemy .. Being now strong in 
numbers, they venture to hunt buff aloe in the plaiI\s 
~astward of the mountains, near which they spend 
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soon met by a party of young men on horseback, 
who turned with us and went to the village. As 
soon as we were within sight of it, Camealnvait re
quested that we would discharge our guns; the 
men were therefore drawn up in a single rank, and 
gave a running fire of two rounds, to the great sa
tisfaction of the Indians. 'Ve then proceeded to the 
encampment, where we arrived about six 0' clock, 
and were conducted to the leathern lodge in the 
centre of thirty-two others made of brush. The 
baggage was arranged near this tent, which cap
tain Lewis occupied, and surrounded by those of 
the men, so as to secure it from pillage. This camp 
was in a beautiful smooth meadow, near the river; 
and about three miles above their camp when we 
first visited the Indians. We here found Colter, 
who had been sent by captain Clarke with a note 
apprising us that there wete no hopes of a passage 
by water, aml that the most practicable route seemed 
to b~ that mentioned by his guide, towards the 
119rth. Whatever road we meant { take, it ,vas 
now necess~ry to provide ourselves with horses; we 
therefore informed Cameahwait of our intention of 
going to the great river beyond the mountains, and 
that we would wish to purchase twenty more horses: 
he said the Minnetarees had stolen a great number 
of their horses this spring, but he still hoped they 
could spare us that number. In order not to loose 
the present favourable moment, and to keep the 
Indians as cheerful as possible, the violins were 
brought out, and our men danced, to the great 
diversion of the Indians. This mirth was the more 
welcome, because our situation was not precisely 
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ticularly to games of hazard; and, like mostIndians, 
fond of boasting of their own warlike exploits, 
whether real or fictitious. In their conduct towards 
ourselves they were kind and obliging; and though 
on one occasion they seemed willing to neglect us, 
yet we scarcely knew how to blame the treatment 
by which we suffered, when we recollected how 
few civilized thiefs would have hazarded the com
forts or the subsistence of their people for the sake 
of a few strangers. This manliness of character 
may cause, or it may be formed by, the nature of 
their government, which is perfectly free ~rom any 
restraint. Each individual is his own master, and 
the only control to which his conduct is subjected, 
is the advice of a chief supported by his influence 
over the opinions of the rest of the tribe. The chief 
himself i~, in fact, no more than the most confiden
tial person among the warriors; a rank, neither 
distinguished by any external honour, nor investe(l 
by any ceremony, but gradually acquired from 
the good wishes of his companions, and by superior 
merit. Such"an officer has therefore strictly no 
power; he may recommend, or advise, or influence, 
but his commands have no effect on those who in
cline to disobey, and who may at any time with
draw from their voluntary allegiance. His sha
dowy authority, which cannot survive the confi
dence which supports it, often decays with the per~ 
sonal vigour of the chief, or is transferred to some 
more fortunate or favourite hero. 

In their domestic economy, the man is equally 
r:overeign. The man is the sole proprietor of his 
wives and daughters, ~nd can barter thew aw~r~ 
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the winter, till tlle return of the salmon invites 
them to tbe Columbia. But such is their terror of 
the Pahkees. that as long as they can obtain the 
sea'utiest subsistence. they do not leave the interior 
of the mOlintains; ami as won as they collect a 
large stock of dried meat, they again retreat. an<1 
are thus alternately obtaining their food at the 
hazard of their lives, and hiding themselves to con
sume it. In this loose and wandering existence they 
suffer tbe extremes of want; for two thirds of the 
year they are forced to live in the mountains. pas 
sing whe.le weeks without meat, and with nothing 
to eat but a few fish and roots. Nor can any thing 
be imagined more wretched than their condition at 
the present tinie. when the salmon is fast retiring. 
when roots are becoming scarce. and they have not 
yet acquired strength to ,hazard an encounter with 
their enemies. So insensible are they, however, t 0 

these calamities, that the Shoshonees are not only 
cheerful but even gay; and their character. which 
is w,ore interesting than that of any lI~dians we have 
seen, has in it much of the dignity of misfortune. 
In their intercourse with strangers they are frank 
ami communicative, in their dealings perfectly 
fair, nor have we had, during our stay with them, 
any re'ason to suspect, that the display of all our 
new and valuable wealth has tempted them into a 
single act of dishonesty. While they have generally 
shared with us the little they possess, they have 
always abstained from begging any thing from us. 
With their liveliness of temper. they are fond of 
gaud y dresses, and of all sorts of amusements, pal'-

VOL. I. 4 A 
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seem, notwithstanding this facility, any connexion 
of this kind, not authorised by the IH1-sband, is con
sidered highly offensive, and quite as disgraceful 
to his character as the same licentiousness in civi
lized society. The Shoshonees are not so importu
nate in volunteering the services of their wives, as 
we found the Sioux were; and Indeed we observed 

, I ~ , • • 

among them some women, wh9 appeared to be helt! 
in more respect than those of any nation we had 
seen. But the mass of the females are cODllemne~, 
as among all savage na~ions, to the lowest and 
most laborious drudgery. When the tribl! is sta
tionary, they collect the root.s~ and cook; they 
build the huts, dress the skins, an,d ma1,i.e clothing; 
collect the wood, and assist in taking care of the 
horses on the route; they load the horses, and have 
the charge of all the baggage. The only business 
of the man is to fight; he therefore takes on him
~elf the care of his horse, the compaijion of his war
fare; but he will descend to no other labour tIl~n 
to hunt and to fish. He would consider him&elf de
graded by being compelled to walk any distance; 
and were he so poor as to possess only two horses, 
he would ride the best of them, and leave the othet 
for his wives and children, and their baggage; and 
if he has too many wives, or too lPuch baggage for 
the horse, the wives have no alternative but 1\1 
follow him on foot; they are not, however, often 
reduced to those extremities, for their stock of 
horses is very ample. Notwithstanding' their l~sses 
this spring, they still have at least seven hundred, 
among which are about forty colts, and half that 
ltumber ~f mules. There are no 40rses here" wilieR 
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.1' dispose of them in any manner he may think 
proper. The children are seldom corrected; the 
boys, particularly, soon become their own masters; 
they are never whipped, for they say that it breaks 
their spirit, and that after being flogged they never 
recover their independence of mind, even when 
they grow to manhood. A plurality of wives is very 
common; but these are not generally siiters, as 
among the Minnetarees and Mandans, but are pur
chased of different fathers. The infant daughters 
are often betrothed by the father to men who are 
grown, either for themselves or for their sons, for 
whom they are desirous of providing wives. The 
compensation to the father is usually made in 
horses or mules; and the girl remains with her pa
rents till the age of puberty, which is thirteen or 
fourteen, when she is surrendered to her husband. 
At the same time the father often makes a present 
to the husband equal to what he had formerly re
ceived as the price of his daughter, though this re-· 
turn is optional with her parent. Sacajawea had 
been contracted in this way hefore she was taken 
prisoner, and when we brought her back, her be
trothed was still living. Although he was double 
the age of Sacajawea, ann had two other wives, he 
claimed her; but on finding that she had a child 
by her Jlew husband Chaboneau, he relinquished 
his pretensions, and said he did not want her. 

The chastity of the women does not appear to be 
held in much estimation. The husband will, for a 
trifling present, lend his wife for a night to a stran
ger; and the loan may be protracted by increasing 
the value of the present. Yet strange as it may 
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we had guns. Instead of hiding ourselves in the 
mountains, and living, like the bears, on roots and 
berries, we would then go down and live in the 
buffaloe country, in spite of our enemies, whom 
we never fear when we meet on equal terms." 

As war is the chief occupation, bravery is the 
first virtue among the Shoshonees. None can hope 
to be distinguished without having given proofs of 
it; nor can there be any preferment, or influence 
among the nation, without some warlike achieve
ment. Those important events, which give repu
tation to a warrior, and which entitle him to a new 
name, are killing a white bear, stealing individu
ally the horses of the enemy, leading out a party. 
who happen to be successful either in plundering 
horses or destroying the enemy, and lastly scalp
ing a warrior. These acts seem of nearly equal 
dignity, but the last, that of taking an enemy's 
scalp, is an honour quite independent of the act of 
vanquishing him. To kill your advenary is of no 
importance. unless the scalp is brought from the 
field of battle; and were a warrior to slay any 
number of his enemies iu action, and others were to 
obtain the scalps, or first touch the dead, they 
would have all the honours, since they have borne 
t.)ff the trophy. 

Although thus oppressed by the l\Iinnetarees, the 
Shoshonees are still a very military people. Their 
cold and rugged country inures them to fatigue; 
their long abstinence Inakes them support the dan
gers of mountain warfare, and worn down as we 
saw them, by want of sustenance, have a look of 
fierce and adventurous courage. The Shoshon('~ 
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can be considered as wild; we have seen two only 
011 this side of the l\Iuscleshell river, which were 
witJlOut owners, and even those, although shy, 
showed every mark of having been once in the 
possession of man. The original stock was procured 
from the Spaniards, but they now raise their own. 
The horses are generally very fine, of a good Size, 
vigorous, and patient of fatigue as well as hunger. 
Each warrior has one or two tied to a stake near 
his hut both day and night, so as to be always pre· 
pared for action. The mules are obtained. in the 
course of trade from the Spaniards, with whose 
hrands several of them are marked, or stolen from 
them by the frontier Indians. They are the finest 
animals of that kind we have ever seen, and at this 
distance from the Spanish colonies are very highly 
valued. The worst are considered as worth the price 
of two horses, and a good mule cannot be obtained 
for less than three, and sometimes four horses. 

We also saw a bridle-bit, stirrups, amI several 
other articles, which, like the mules, came from 
the Spanish colonies. The Shoshonees say, that 
they can reach those settlements in ten days march 

• by ~q.e route of the Yellowstone river; but we 
readily Pffrceive that the Spaniards are by no means, 
favourites. They complain that the Spaniards re
fuse to let them have fire-arms, under pretence 
that these dangerous WeapOll!! will only induce 
them to kill each other. In the meantime. say the 
Shoshonees, we are left to the mercy of the Min-
11et~re~s, who, having arms. plunder us of our 
horses, and put "s to death without mercy. If But 
thi!i should 110t be/' said Cameahwait, fiercely, H if 
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perfectly proof ag,ainst any arrow; but"in the minds 
of the Shoshonees, its power to protect them is 
chiefly derived from the virtues which are Comtnu~ 
nicated to it by the old men and jugglers. To make 
a shield is indeed one of their most important cere
monies: it begins by a feast, to which all the war
riors, old men and jugglers, are invited. Aft-er the 
repast a hole is dug in the ground, about eighteell 
inches in depth, and of the same diameter as the 
intende<l shield :- into this hole red hot stones are 
thrown, and water poured over them, tm they 
emit a very strong hot steam. The buff aloe skin~ 
which must be the entire hide of a male two years 
old, amI never suffered' to dry since it was taken 
from the ~nimal, is now laid across the hole, with 
the fleshy side to the ground, and stretched in every 
direction by as many as can take hold of it. As 
the skin becomes heated, the hair separates, and is 
taken off by the hand; till at last the skin is COIl

tracted into the compClss designed for the shield. It 
is then taken off, and placed on a hide prepared 
into parchment, and then pounded, during the rest J 

of the febti val, by the bare heels of those who are ~ 
invited to it. This operation sometimes'continues 
for several days, after which it is delivered to the 
proprietor, and declared by the old men and jug-
glers to be a security against arrows; and provided 
the feast has been satisfactory, against even the 
bullets of their enemies. Such is the delusion, that 
many of the Indi'ans implicitly belieye that this 
ceremony has given to the shield supernatural 
powers, and that they have 110 longer to fear any 
weapons of their ellemie~. 
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warrior alwa.ys fights on horseback; he llosscsses a 
few bad guns, which are reserved exclusively for 
war, but his common arms are the bow and arrow, 
a shield, a lance, and a weapon, called hy the 
Chippeways, by whom it was formerly used, the 
poggamoggon. The bow is made of cedar or pine, 
covered on the outer side with sinews and glue. It 
is about two and a half feet long, and does not 
differ in shape from those used by the Sioux, Man
dans and Minnetarees. Sometimes, however, the 
bow is made of a single piece of the horn of an elk, . 
covered on the back, like those of wood, with sinews 
and glue, and occasionally ornamented by a strand 
wrought of porcupine quills and sinews, which is 
wrapped round the horn near its two ends. The 
bows made of the horns of the bighorn are still more 
prized, and are formed by cementing with glue 
flat pieces of the horn together, covering the back 
with sinews and glue, and loading the whole with 
an unusual quantity of ornaments. The arrows re
seJDble those of the other Indians, except in being' 
more slender than any we have seen. They are 
contained, with the implements for striking fire, in 
a narrow quiver, formed of different kinds of skin, 
though that of the otter seems to be preferred. It 
is just long enough to protect the arrows from the 
weather; and is worn on the back, by means of a 
strap passing over the right shoulder and under the 
left arm. The shield is a circular piece of buffaloe 
hide, about two feet four or five inches in diameter, 
ornamented with feathers, and a fringe round it of 
dressed leather, and adorned or deformed with 
paintings of strange figures. The buffaloe hide i, 
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end serve as a bridle, while the other trails on the 
~round. With these cords dangling alongside of 
them the horse is put to his full speed without fear 
of falling, and when he is turned to graze the noose 
is merely taken from his mouth. The saddle is 
formed like the pack-saddles used by the French 

. and Spaniards, of two flat thin boards which fit the 
sides of the horse, and are kept together by two 
cross pieces, one before and the other behind, which 
rise to a considerable height, ending sometimes in 
a flat point extending outwards, and always mak
ing the saddle deep and narrow. Under this a piece 
of buffaloe skin, with the hair on, is placed so as to 
prevent the rubbing of the boards, and when they 
mount, they throw a piece of skin or robe over the 
saddle, which has no permanent cover. When stir
rups are used, they consist of wood covered with 
leather; but stirrups and saddles are conveniences 
reserved for old men and women. The young war· 
riors rarely use any thing, except a small leather 
pad stuffed with hair, and secured by a girth made 
of a leathern thong. In this way they ride with 
great expertness, and they hav.e a particular dex
terity in catching the horse when he is running at 
large. If he will not immediately submit when they 
wish to take him, they make a noose in the rope, 
and although the horse may be at a distanee, or 
even ruq.ning, rarely fail to fix it on his neck; and 
such is the docility of the animal, that however un
ruly he may seem, he surrenders as soon as he feels 
the rope on him. This cord is so useful in this way, 
that it is never dispensed with, even when they use 
~4e Spanish bridle, which they prefer, and alway~ 

. .' r 
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The paggamoggon is an instrument, consisting 
of a h~lOdle twenty-two inches long, made of wood, 
cov.ered with dressed leather, about the size of a 
whip-handle: at one end is a thong of two inches 
in length, which is tied to a round stone, weighing 
two pounds, and held in a cover of leather: at the 
other end is a loop of the same material, which is 
passed round the wrist, so as to secure the hold of 
the instrument. with which they strike a very sever~ 
blow. 

Besides these, they have a kind of armour, som('
thing like a coat of mail, which is formed by a great 
many folds of dressed antelope skins, united by 
means of a mixture of glue antI sand. With this 
they cover their own bodies, and those of their 
horses, and find it impervious to the arrow. 

The caparison of their horses iii a halter and a 
saddt~: the first is either a rope of six or seven 
strands of buffaloe hair platted or twisted together. 
about the size ofa man's finger and of great strength; 
or merely a thong of raw hide. made pliant by 
pounding and rubbing: though the first kind is 

much preferred. The halter is very long, and is 
never taken from the neck of the horse when iQ 
constant use. One end of it is first tied round the 
neck in a knot, and then brought down to the 
under-jaw, round which it is formed into a simple 
noose. passing through -the mouth: it is then d ra wu 

, up Oil the right side and held by the rider in his 
left hand, while the rest trails after him to some 
distance. At other times the knot is formed at a 
little distance from one of the ends, so as iQ let that 

",ilL. ~_ 4 B 
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utensils consist, besides the brass kettles, of pots in 
the form of a jar, made either of earth, or of a stone 
found in the bills between Madison and Jefferson 
rivers, which, though soft and white in its natural 
state, becomes very hard and black after exposure 
to the fire. The horns of the buffaloe and the big-
horn supply them with spoons. . 

The fire is always kindled by means of a blunt 
arrow, allli a piece of well seasoned wood of a soft 
spongy kind, such as the willow or cottonwood. 

The Shoshonees are of a diminutive stature, with 
thick flat feet and ankles, crooked legs, and are, 
generally speaking, worse formed than any llatiOll. 
of Indians we have seen. Their complexion regem
bles that of the Sioux, and is darker than that of 
the Minnetarees, ~:1anda.us, or Sllawnees. The hair 
in both sexes is suffered to fall loosely over the face 
and down the shoulders: some men, however, di
vide it by means of thongs of dressed leather or 
otter skin into two equal queues, which hang over 
the ears, and are drawn in front of the body:; but 
.at the present moment, when the nation is afllicted 
by the loss of so many relations killed in war, most 
of them have the hair cut quite ahort in the neck, 
and Cameahwait has the hair cut quite short all 
over his head, this being the customary. mourning 
for a deceased kindred. 

The dress of the men cOllsi&ts of a robe, a tippet, 
a shirt. long leggings and moccasins. The robe is 
formed most commonly of the sldns of antelope, 
highorn or deer, though, when it can he procured, 
1he buffaloe-hide is preferred. Sometimes, too, they 
·are made of beaver, moonax, and small wolves, ani 
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procure when they have it in their power. The horse 
becomes almost an object of attachment: a favourite 
is frequently painted. and his ears cut into varioui 
shapes: the mane and tail, which arc never d.rawn 
nor trimmed. are d.ecorated with feathers of birds, 
and sometimes a warrior !!uspends at the br~ast of 
his horse, the finest ornaments he possesses. 

Thus armed and mounted. the Shoshonee is a 
formidable enemy, even with the feeble weapons 
which he is still obliged to use. When they attack 
at full speed, they bend forward, and cover their 
bodies with the shield, while with the right hand 
they shoot under the horse's neck, 

The only articles of metal which the Shoshonees 
possess, are a few bad knives, some brass kettles, 
some bracelets or armbands of iron or brass, a few 
buttons worn as ornaments ill their hair, one or two 
spears about a foot in length, and some heads for 
arrows made of iron and brass. All these they had 
obtained in trading with the Crow or Rocky-monn
tain Indians, who live on the Yellowstone. The 
few bridle-bits and stirrups they procured from the 
Spanish colonies. 

The instrument which supplies the place of a 
knife among them, is a piece of flint with no re
gular form, and the sharp part of it not more than 
one or two inches long- : the edge of this is renewed, 
and the flint itself is formed into heads for arrows, 
by means of the point of a deer or elk horn, an in
strument which they use with great art and inge ... 
Duity. There are no axes or hatchets; all the wood 
being eut with flint or elk-horn, the latter of which 
is always used as a wed&,e in splitting wood. Their 
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the neck, and the little rolls fall down over the 
shoulders nearly to the waist, so as to form a sort of 
short 'cloak, which has a very handsome appearance. 
These tippets are very highly e~teemed, and are 
given or disposed of on important occasions only. 
The ermine is the fur known to the northwest tra
ders by the name of the white weasel, but is the 
genuine ermine; and by encouraging the Indians 
to take them, might, no doubt, be rendered a valu
able branch of trade. These animals must be very 
abundant, for the tippets are in great numberi', 
and the construction of each requires at least olle 
hundred skins. 

The shirt is a covering of dressed skin without 
the hair, and formed of the hide of the antelope, 
deer, bighorn or elk, though the last is more rarely 
used than any other for this purpose. It fits the 
body loosely, and reaches half way down the thigh.' 
The aperture at the top is wide enough to admit 
the head, and has no collar, but is either left square, 
or most frequently terminates in the tail of the ani
mal, which is left entire, so as to fold outwards, 
though sometimes the edges are cut into a fringe. 
and ornamented with the quills of the porcupine. 
The seams of the shirt are on the sides. and are 
richly f»i.nged and adorned with porcupine quills, 
till within five or six inches of the sleeve, where it 
is left open, as is also the under side of the sleeye 
from the shoulder to the elbow, where it fits closely 
r~lUnd the arm as low as the wrist, and has no fringe 
like the sides, and the under part of the sleeve 
above the elbow. It is kept up by wide shoulder
straps, on which the manufacturer displays his taste 
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frequently during the summer of elk skin. These 
are (lressed with the hair on, and reach about as 
low as the middle of the leg. They are worn loosely 
over the shoulders, the sides being at pleasure either 
left open or drawn together by the hand. and in 
cold weather kept close by a girdle round the waist. 
This robe answers the purpose of a cloak during 
the day. and at night is their only covering. 

The tippet is the most elegant article of Indial;). 
dress we have ever seen. The neck or collar of it 
is a strip about four or five inches wide, cut from. 
the back of the otter skin, the nOle and eyes form
ing one extremity, and the tail another. This be
ing dressed with the fur on, they attach to Ol1e 

edge of it from one hundred to two hundred and 
fifty little rolls of ermine skin, beginning" at tha 
ear, and proceeding towards the tail. These ermine 
skins are the same kind of narrow strips from the 
back of that animal, which are sewed round a small 
cord of twisted silk-grass, thick enough to make 
the skin taper towards the tail. which hangs from 
the end, and are generally about the size of a large 
quill. These are tied at the head into little bundles, 
of two, three or more, according to the caprice of 
the. wearer, and then suspended from the collar. 
and a ·broad fringe of ermine skin is fixed so as to 
cover the parts where they unite, which might 
have a coarse appearance. Little tassels of fringe1 

of the same materials, are also fastened to the ex
tremiticsof the tail, so as to show its black colour 
to greater advantage. The centre of the collar is 
further ornamented with the shells of the pearl 

. 0YlIter• Thus adorned1 the collar is worn close round 
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with a single s€am on the outer edge, and sewed 
up behind, a hole being left at the instep to admit 
the foot. It is variously ornamented with figures 
wrought with porcupine quills, and sometimes the 
young men !Dost fond of dress, cover it with the 
skin of a polecat, and trail at their heels the tail 
f)f the animal. 

The dress of the women consists of the same arti
cles as that of their husbands. The robe, though 
smaller, is worn in the same way: the moccasins 
are precisely similar. The shirt or chemise reache9 
l1alf way down the leg, is in the same form, except 
th;t there is no shoulder-strap, the seam coming 
quite up to the shoulder: though for women who 
give suck both sides are open, almost down to the 
waist. It is also ornamented in the same way with. 
the addition of little patches of red cloth, edged 
round with beads at the skirts. The chief ornament 
is over the breast, where there are curious figures 
made with the muat luxury of porcupine quilIs~ 
Like the men, they have a girdle round the W3;ist, 
and when either sex wishes to disengage the arm, 
it is drawn up through the hole near the shoulder, 
and the lower part of the sleeve thrown behi~d the 
body. 

Children alone wear beads round their 1)ecks; 
grown persons of both sexes prefer them suspended 
in little bunches from the ear, and sometimes inter
mixed with triangular pieces of the shell of the 
pearl oyster. Sometimes the men tie them in the 
!lame way to the hair of the forepart of the head, 
~nd increase the beauty of it, by adding the wings 
and tails of birds, and particularly the feathers of 
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by the variety of figures wrought with porcupine 
quills of different colours, and sometimes by beads, 
when they can be obtained. The lower end of the 
shirt retains the natural shape of the fore legs and 
neck of the skin, with the addition of a slight fringe; 
the hair too is left on the tail and near the hoofs, 
part of which last is retained, and split into a fringe. 

The leggings are generally made of antelope 
skins, dressed without the hair, and with the legs, 
tail and neck hanging to them. Each legging is 
formed of a skin nearly entire, and reaches from 
the anele to the upper part of the thigh, and the 
legs of the skin are tucked before and behind under 
a girdle round the waist. It fits closely to the leg, 
the tail being worn upwards, and the neck highly 
ornamented with fringe and porcupine quills, drags 
on the ground behind the heels. As the legs of the 
animal are tied round the girdle, the wide part of 
the skin is drawn so high as to conceal the parts 
usually kept from view, in which respect their 
dre~s is much more decent 1han that of any nation 
of Indians on the IHissouri. The seams of the leg
gings down the sides, are also fringed and orna
mented. and occasionally decorated with tufts of 
hair taken from enemies whom they have slain. In 
making all these dresses, their only thread is the 
sinew taken from the backs and loins of deer, elk, 
buffaloe. or any other animal. 

The moccasin is of the deer, elk or buffaloe skin, 
dressed without the hair, though in winter they 
use the buffaloe skin with the hairy side inward, as 
tlo most of the Indians who inhabit the buffaloe 
&Quntry. Like the Mandan moccasin, it is mad~ 
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pregnancy they continue their usual occupations. 
which are scarcely interrupted longer than the 
mere time of bringing the child into the world. 

The old men are few in number. and do not ap
_pear to be treated with much tenderness or respect. 

The tobacco used by the Shoshonees is not cul-
~tivated among them, but obtainecl from the Indians 
of the Rocky mountains" and from some of the 
bands of their own nation who live south of them: 
it is the same plant which is in use among the 
Minnetarees, IHandans, and Ricaras. 

Their chief intercourse with other ltations seems 
to consist in their association with other Snake In
dians, and with the Flatheads, when they go east
ward to hunt buffaloe; and in the occasional visits 
made by the Flatheads to the waters of the -COlum
bia for the purpos.e of fishing. Their intercourse 
with the Spaniards is much more rare, and it fur
nishes them with a fe",' articles. such as mules, and 
some bridles, and other ornaments for horses. which. 
as well as their kitchen utensils, are also furnished 
by the hands of Snake Indians from the Yellow.,. 
stone. The pearl ornaments, which they esteem so 
highly, come from other bands. whom they repre
sent as their friends and relations, living to the 
southwest, beyond the barren plains on the other 
side of the mountains; these relations, they say, 
inhabit a good couutry, abounding with elk, deer, 
bear and antelope, where horses and mules ar~ much 
more abundant thau they are here, or to use their 
own expression, as numerous as 1he grass of the 
plains. 

The names of the Indians varies in the course of 
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the great eagle or calumet bird, of which they are 
extremely fond. The collars are formetl either of 
sea-shells procured from their relations to the south
west, or of the sweet-scented grass which grows in 
the neighbourhood, and which they twist or plait 
together to the thickness of a mail'S finger, and 
then cover with porcupine quills of various colours. 
The first of these is worn indiscriminately by both 
sexes, the second principally confined to the men, 
while a string of elk's tusks is a collar almost pecu
liar to the women and childreb. Another collar 
worn {ly the men is a string of round hones li~e 
the joints of a fish's back; but the collar most pre
ferred, because most honourable, is one of the claws 
of the brown bear. To kill one of these animals is 
as distinguished an achievement as to have put to 
death an enemy; and, in fact, with their weapons 
is a more dangerous trial of courage. These claws 
are suspended on a thong of dressed leather, and 
being ornamented with beads, are worn round the 
neck by the warriors with great pride. The men 
also frequently wear the skin of a fox, or a strip of 
otter skin round the head in the form of a bandeau. 
In short, the dress of the Shoshonees i sas COllve
nient and decent as that of any Indians we have 

seen. 
They have many more children than might have 

been expected, considering their precarious means 
of support and their wandering life. This inconve
nience is however b:tIanced by the wonderful faci
lity with which their females undergo the opera
tions of child-birth. In the most advanced state of 

VOL. I. 4 c 
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but the situation of the Shosho11ees is so insulated, 
that it is not probable that it could have reached 
them ill that way, and the existence of such a dis
order among the Rocky mountains, seems rather a 
proof of its being aboriginal. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

The pal'ly, after proturing horses i'rom the Shoshonees, proceed on their jour. 
ney thtough the mountains-The difficulties and dangel's of .he route-A 
council held with another band of the Shoshonees, of whom some account is 
givcn-They me l'educed to the necessity of ki1lin!; their horses for food
Captaill Clarke with a small party precedes the main body in quest of food, 
and is hospitably received by the Pierced-nose Indians-Arrival of tbe maiu 
body amongst this tribe, with whom a council is held-They resolve (0 

perform the remainder of their journey In canoes-Sickness of the party
They descend the Kooskooskce to it'junction with Lewis river, after pass
ing several dangerous rapids-Short description of the manners and drcss of 
the Pierced-nose Indians. 

August 27. WE were now occupied in deter
mining our route, and procuring horses from the 
Indians. TIle old guide, who had been sent on by 
captain Clarke, now confirmed, by means of our 
interpreter, what he had already asserted, of a road 
up Berry creek, which woul~ lead to Indian esta
blishments on another branch of the Columbia: his 
reports, however, were contradicted by all the 
Shoshonees. This representation we ascriq,ed to a 
wish on their part to keep us with them during !be 
winter, as well for the protection we might afford 
them against their enemies, as for the purpose of 
consuming our merchandise amongst theme; and as 
the old man promised to conduct us himself, that 
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their life: originally given in childhood, from the 
nlere neces-sity of distinguishing objects, or from 
some accidental resemblance to external objects, 
the young warrior is impatient to change it by 
some achievement of his own. Any important event, 
the stealing of horses, the scalping an enemy, or 
killing a brown bear, entitles him at once to a new 
name, which he then selects for himself, and it is 
confirmed by the nation. Sometimes the two names 
subsist together: thus, the chiefCameahwait, which 
means" one who never walks," has the war Harne 
of Tooettecone, or" black gun," which he acquired 
when he first signalized himself. As each new ac
tion gives a warrior a right to change his name, 
many of them have had several in the course of 
their lives. To give to a friend his own name, is an 
act of high courtesy, and a pledge like that of 
pulling off the moccasin, of sincerity and hospita
lity. The chief, in this way, gave his name to cap
tain Clarke when he first arrived, and he was af
terwards known among the Shoshonees by the 
name of Cameahwait. 

The diseases incident to this state of life may be 
supposed to be few, amI chiefly the result of aq:i
dents. We were particularly anxious to ascertain 
whether they had any knowledge of the venereal 
disorder. After inquiring by means of the inter .... 
preter and his wife, we learned that they sometimes 
suffered from it, and that they most usually tl:e 
with it; nor could we discover what was their re
medy. It is possible that this disease may have 
reached them in their circuitous communicati(lns 
with the ~whi~es through the intermediate Indlan.s; 
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this way we obtained twelity-nin:e. The .borses 
themselves are young and vigorous, but they are 
'very poor, and most of them have sore hacks, in 
consequence of the roughness of the Shosholiee sad!
dle. 'Ve are therefore afraid of loa,ding them too 
lleavily, and are anxious to obtai~, one at least f-or 
each man, to carry the baggage, or the man him~ 
self, or in the last resource to serve as food; but 
with all our exertions we could not provide all our 
men with horses. We have however been fortullllte 
in obtaining for the last three days a sufficient sup
ply of flesh, our hunters ha"ing killed two or three 
deer every day. 

Friday 30. The weatber was nne, and ha'ving 
now made all our pl1rchases, we loadeCl our borses, 
and prepared to start. The greater part of the baud, 
who had delayed their journey on oUr acc-ouilt,' Were' 
also ready to depart. We then took our leave of 
the Shoshonees, who set out on their visit to the 
lVIissouri at the same time that we, accompanied by 
the old guide, his four sons, &11d another Ihdian, 
begau the deseent of the river, along the same road; 
which captain Clarke sad previously pursued. Af
ter riding twelve miles, we eilcamped on tlae south 
bank of the river, and as the hunters had brought, 
in three deer early in the morning, we did not feel 
the want of provisions. 

Saturday 31. At sunrise we resumed our jour
ney, and halted for three hours on Salmon creek, 
to let the horses graze. 'Ve then proceeded to the 
stream called Berry creek, eighteen miles from the 
camp of last night: as we passed along, the valleys 
and prairie£ \.-ere on :fire in several places,in-order-
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route seemed to be the most eligible. \Ve were 
able to procure some horses, though not enough for 
all our purposes. This traffic, and our inquiries amI 
councils with the Indians, consumed the remainder 
of the day. 

August 28. The purchase of horses was resumed, 
and our stock raised to twenty-two. Having now 
crossed more than once the country which separates 
the head waters of the Nt:i!!souri from those of the 
Columbia, we can designate the easiest and most 
expeditious route for a portage. It is as follows: 

From the forks of the river north 60degrees west, 
five miles to the point of a hill on the right: then 
south 80 degrees west, ten miles to a spot where 
the creek is ten miles wide, and the highlands ap
proach within two hundred yards; southwest five 
miles to a narrow part of the bottom; then turning 
south 70 degrees west, two miles to a creek on the 
right: thence south 80 degrees west, three miles to 
a rocky point opposite to a thicket of pines on the 
left: from that place west, three miles to the gap 
where is the fountain of the Th'Ii8souri: on leaving 
this fountain south 80 degrees west, six miles across 
the dividing ridge, to a run from the right passing 
several small streams north 80 degrees west, four 
miles over hilly ground to the east fork of Lewis's 
river, which is here forty yards wide. 

Thursday 29. Captain Clarke joined us this mor
nip.g, and l"e continued our bargains for horses. 
The late nifsTortunes of the Shoshonees make the 
price higher than common, so that one horse cost 
a pistol, one hundre(l balls, some powder and a. 
kni(e; another was changed for a musket, and in 
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woumled, but we could procure neither of them. 
Monday 2. This morning all the Indians 'left us, 

except the old guide, who now conducted us up 
Fish creek: at one mile and a half we passed a 
branch of the river coming in through a low ground 
covered with pille on the left, and two and a half 
miles further is a second branch from the right. 
After continuing our route along the hills covered 
with pine, and a low ground of the same growth, 
we arriyed at the distance of three and a half miles 
at the forks of the creek. The road which we were 
following now turned to the east liide of these forks, 
:nul, as our guide informed us, led to th'e Missouri. 
We were therefore left without any track: but, as 
no time was to be lost, we began to cut our road 
up the west branch of the creek. This we effected 
with much difficulty; the thickets of trees and 
brush, through which we were obliged to cut our 
way, required great labour: the road itself was 
over the steep and rocky sides of the hills, where 
the horses could not move without danger of slip
ping down, while their feet were bruised by the 
rocks and stumps of trees. Accllstomed as these 
animals were to this kind of life, they s\lffered se.., 
Yerely; several of them fell to some distance down 
the Silil:'s of the hills, some turned over with the 
h:~gga~e, one was crippled, and two gave out, ex
hausted with fatigue. Mter crossing the creek 
~everal times, we at last made five miles, with great 
1:1tig:11e and labour, and encamped on the left side 
()r the creek, in a small 'stony low ground. It was 
'not, however, tin after dark that the whole party 
was colle~tcd, and th~n. as it rained, and we killell 



UP THE MISSOURI. 5J,7 

to collect the bands of the Shoshol)eeS and the Flat
heads,for their journey to the Missouri. The wea
therwas warm and sl1ltry, but the only inconve
nience which we -apprehend is a dearth of food, of 
which we had to-day an -abundance, having pro
cured a deer, a goose, one duck and a prairie fowl. 
On reaching Tower creek we left the former track 
of captain Clarke, and began to explore the new 
route, which is out "last hope of getting out of the 
mountains. For four miles the road, which is tole
rably plail}. led us along Berry creek to some old 
Indian lodges, where we encamped for the night; 
the n~xt day, 

Sunday, September I, 1805, we followed the 
same road, which he-re left the creek, and turned 
to the northwest across the hills. During all day 
we were riding over these hills, from which are 
many drains and small streams running into the 
ri ver to the left, and at the distance of eighteen 
miles came to a large creek, called Fish creek, 
emptying into the Columbia, which is about six 
miles from us. It had rained in the course of the 
day, and commenced raining again towards even
ing. We therefore determined not to leave the low 
grounds to night, and, after going up Fish creek 
four miles, formed our encampment. The country 
over which we passed is well watered, but poor and 
rugged, or stony, except the ~ottoms of Fish creek, 
add even these are narrow. Two men were sent to 
purchase fish of the Indians at the mouth of the 
cr·eek, and. with the dried :{jsh which they obtained, 
and a deer and a few salmon killed by the party, 
we were still well supplied. Two bear, also, were 

• 
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ground was covered to the depth of two inches, 
when it changed into a sleet. We here met with a 
serious misfortune, the last of our thermometers 
being broken by accident. After making a scanty 
supper, on a little corn, and a few pheasants killed 
in the course of the day, we laid down to sleep, and 
next morning, 

Wednesday 4, found every thing frozen, and the 
ground covered with snow. We were obliged to 
wait some time, in order to thaw the covers of the 
baggage, after which we began our journey at 
eight o'clock. We crossed a high mountain, which 
forms the dividing ridge between the waters of the 
creek we had been ascending, and those running to 
the north and west. We had not gone more than 
six miles over the snow, when we reached the head 
of a stream from the right, which directed its course 
more to the westward. We descended the steep 
sides of the hills along its border, and at the distance 
of three miles found a small branch coming in from 
the eastward. We saw several of the argalia, but 
they were too shy to be killed, and we therefore 
made a dinner from a deer shot by one of the hun
ters. Then we pursued the course of the stream for 
three miles, till it emptied itself into a river from 
the east. In the wide valley at their junction, we 
discovered a large encampment of Indians: when 
we had reached them and alighted from our horses, 
we were received with great cordiality. A council 
was immediately assem bled, white robes were thrown 
over our shoulders, and the pipe of peace introduced. 
After this ceremony, as it was too late to go any 
further, we encamped, and continued smoking and 
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nothing, we passed an uncomfortable night. The 
party had been too busily occupied with the horses 
to make any hunting excursion; and though as we 
came along Fish creek we saw many beaver dams, 
we saw none of the animals themselves. In the 
morning, 

Tuesday 3, the horses were very stiff and weary. 
We sent back two men for the load of the h{)fse 
which had been crippled yesterday, and which we 
had been forced to leave two miles behind. 011 
their return we set out at eight o'clock, and pro
ceeded up the creek, making a passage through 
the brush and timber along its borders. The country 
is generally supplied with pine, and in the low 
grounds is a great abundance of fir-trees and uncler
bushes. The mountains are high and rugged, aml 
those to the east of us covered with snow. )Vith aU 
our precautions the horses were very much injured 
in passing over the ridges and steep points of the 
hills, and, to add to the difficulty, at the distance 
of eleven miles the high mountains closed the 
creek, so that we were obliged to leave the creek 
to the right, and cross the mountain abruptly. The 
ascent was here so steep, that several of the horses 
slipped and hurt themselves, but at last we suc
ceeded in crossing the mountain, and encamped on 
a small branch of Fish creek. We had now made 
fourteen miles, in a direction nearly north from the 
river; but this distance, though short, was very 
fatiguing, and rendered still more disagreeable by 
the rain, whi~h began at three o'clock. At dus~ 
it commenced snowing, and continued till the 

YOLo I. 4 D 
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of covering is a long shirt of skin, reaching down 
to the aneles, and tied round the waist. In other 
respects, as also in the few ornaments which they 
posse~s, their a ppearance is similar to that of the 
Shoshonees ; there is, however, a difference between 
the language of these people, which is still farther 
increased by the very extraordinary pronunciation 
of the Ootlashoots. Their words have all a remark
ably guttural sound, and there is nothing- which 
seems to represent the tone of their speaking more 
exactly than the clucking of a fool, or the noise of 
a parrot. This peculiarity renders their voices 
scarcely audible, except at a short distance; and, 
when many of them are talking, forms a strange 
confusion of sounds. The common c.ollversatioil we 
overheard, consisted of low guttural sounds, occa
sionally broken by a low word or two, affer which 
it would relapse, and scarcely be distinguished. 
They seem kind and friendly, and willingly shared 
with us berries and roots, which formed their only 
stock of provisions. Their only wealth is their 
horses, which are very fine, and so numerous; that 
this party had with them at least five hundred. 

Friday 6. We continued this morning with the 
Ootlashoots, from whom we purchased two more 
horses, and procured a vocabulary of their language. 
The 00tla8hoots set off about two o'clock to join 
the different bands who were collecting at the three 
forks of the Missouri. We ourselves proceeded at 
the same time, and taking a (urection north 30 west, 
crossed, within the distance of oue mile and a half, 
.a small river from the right, and a creek coming 
In from the north. The river is the main siream, 
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conversing with the chiefs till a late hour. The 
next morning, 

Thursday 5, we assembled the chiefs and war .. 
riors, and informed them who we were, and the 
purpose for which we visited their country. All 
this was however conveyed to them through so 
many different languages, that it was not compreG 
hended without difficulty. We therefore proceeded 
to the more intelligible language of present51; and 
made four chiefs, by giving a medal and a small 
quantity of tobacco to each. We received in turn 
from the principal chief, a present consisting of the 
skins of a braro, an otter, and two antelopes, and 
were treated by the women to some dried roots and 
berries. We then began to traffic for horses, and 
succeeded in exchanging seven, purchasing eleven, 
for which we gave a few articles of merchandize. 

This encampment consists of thirty-three tents, 
in which were about four hundred souls, among 
whom eighty were men. They are called Ootla
shoots, and represent themselves as one band of a 
nation called Tushepaws, a numerous people of four 
hundred and fifty tents, residing on the heads of 
the Missouri and Columbia rivers, and some of them 
lower dQwll the latter river. In person these In
dians are stout, and their complexion lighter than 
that common among Indians. The hair of the men 
is worn in queues of otter skin, falling in front over 
the shoulders. A shirt of dressed skin covers the 
body to the knee, and on this is worn occasionally 
a. robe. To these were added leggings and mocca
Jins. The women suffer their hair to fall in disorder 
over the face and shouldersl and their chief article 
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river. Two miles from this last is another creek on 
the left. The afternoon was now far advanced, but . 
not being able to find a fit place to encamp, we 
continued six miles further till after dark, when 
we halted for the night. The river here is still 
shallow and stony, but is increased to the width of 
fifty yards. The valley through which 'Ye passed is 
of a poor soil, and its fertility injured by the quan
tity of stone scattered over it. We met two horses, 
which had strayed from the Iudians, and were now 
quite wild. No fish was to be seen in the river, but 
we obtained a ~ery agreeable supply of two deer, 
two cranes, and two pheasants. 

Sunday 8. We set out early: the snow-topt hills 
011 the left approach the river near our camp, but 
we soon reached a valley four or five miles wide, 
through which we followed the course of the river 
in a direction due north. We passed three creeks 
on the right, aud several runs emptying themselves 
into tbe opposite side of the river. At the distance 
of eleven miles, the river turned lnore towards the 
west: we pursued it for twel ve miles, and encamped 
Ilear a large creek coming in from the right, which, 
from its being divided into four different channels, 
we called Scattering creek. The valley continues 
to be a poor stony laud, with scarcely any timber, 
except some pine trees along the waters, and par
tially scattered on the hills to the right, which, as 
well as those on the left, have snow on them. Tile 
plant which forces itself most on our attention. is a 
species of prickly pear, very common on this part 
of the river; it grows in clusters, in an oval form, 
about the size of a pigeon's egg, and its thorns are 

.... 
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and when it reaches the end of the valley, where 
the mountains close in upon it, is joined by the 
river ,on which we encamped last evelling, as well 
as by the crt:ek just mentioned. To the river thus 
formed, we gave the name of captain Clarke; he 
being the first white man who had ever visited its 
waters. At the end of five miles on this course we 
had crossed the valley, and reached the top of a 
mountain covered with pine; this we descended, 
along the steep sides and ravines, for a mile and a 
half,.whell we came to a spot on the river, where 
the Ootlashoots had encamped a few days before. 
We then followed the course of the river, which is 
from twenty-five to thirty yards wide, shallow, 
stony, and the low grounds on its borders narrow. 
Within the distance of three and a half miles, we 
crossed it several times, and after passing a run 011 

each side, encamped on its right bank, after making 
ten miles during the afternoon. The horses were 
turned out to graze, but those we had lately bought 
were secured and watched, lest they should escape, 
or be stolen by their former owners. Our stock of 
flour was now exhausted, and we had but little 
corn; and as our hunters had killed nothing except 
two pheasants, our supper consisted chiefly of ber
ries. 

Saturday 7. The greater part of the day the 
weather was dark and rainy: we continue~ through 
the. narrow low grounds along the river, till at the 
distance of six miles we came to a large creek from 
the left, after which the bottoms widen. Four miles 
beyond this is a creek running from the snow -topt 
mountains, and several runs on both sides of the 
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mountains, or the spot where the valley of that 
river widens into an extensive plain, on entering 
the chain of mountains. At ten miles from our camp 
is a small creek falling in from the eastward; five 
miles below which we halted, at a large stream, 
which empties itself on the west side of the river. 
It is a fine bold creek of clear water, about twenty 
yards wide, and we called it Traveller's-rest creek; 
for as our guide told us, that we should here leave 
the river, we determined to remain, for the purpose 
of making celestial observations and collecting 
some food, as the country through which we are 
to pass has no game for a great distance. 

The valley of the river, through which we have 
been passing, is generally a prairie from five to six 
miles in width, and with a cold gravelly white soil. 
The timber which it possesses, is almost exlusively 
pine, chiefly of the long-leafed kind, with some 
spruce, and a species of fir resembling the Scotch 
fir: near the water-courses are also seen a few 
narrow-leafed cottonwood trees, and the only un
derbrush is tIle redwood, honeysuckle, and rose
bushes. Our game was four deer, three geese, four 
ducks, and three prairie fowls: one of the hunters 
brought in a red-headed woodpecker of the large 
kind common in the 'United States, but the first of 
the kind we have seen since leaving the Illinois. 

Tuesday 10. The morning being fair, all the 
hunters were sent out, and the rest of the party 
employed in repairing their clothes: two of them 
were sent to the junction of the river from the east, 
al(mg which the Indians go to the Missouri: it is 
about seven miles below Traveller's~rest creek; 
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so strong and beanled, that when it penetrates our 
feet it brings away the pear itself. We saw two 
mares and a colt, which, like the horses seen yes
terday, seemed to have lost themselves and become 
wild. Our game to-day consisted of two deer, all 
elk, and a prairie fowl. 

Monday 9. We resumed our journey through the 
valley, and leaving the road on our right crossed 
the Scattering creek, and halted at the distance of 
twelve miles, on a small run from the east, where 
we breakfasted on the remains of yesterday's hunt. 
We here took a meridian altitude, which gave the 
latitude of 46° 41' 38" 0"'. We then continued, 
and at the distance of four miles passed over to the 
left bank of the river, where we found a large road 
through the valley. At this place is a handsome 
stream of very clear water, a hundred yards wide, 
with low banks, and a bed formed entirely of gravel: 
it has every appearance of being navigable, but as 
it contains no salmon, we presume there must be 
some fall below which obstructs their passage. Our 
guide could not inform us where this river dis
charged its waters; he said, that as far as he knew 
its course, it ran along the mountains to the north. 
and that not far from our present position it was 
joined by another stream nearly as large as itself, 
which rises in the mountains to the east near the 
Missouri, and flows through an extensive valley or 
open prairie. Through this prairie is the great In
dian road to the waters of the Missouri; and so di
rect is the route, that in four days journey from 
this place we might reach the Misso~ri about thirty 
P1jJes above wlaat we called the Gates of the Rocky 
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numerous, and r~sided on the Columbia in the plain 
below the mountains. From that place, he added. 
the river was navigable to the ocean; that some of 
his relations 'had been there last fall, and seen an 
old white man, who resided there by himself, and 
who gave them some handkerchiefs like those we 
have. The distance from this place is five sleeps Of 
days journey. '''''hen our hunters had all joined 
U,Q, we found our provisions consisted of four deer. 
a beaver, and three grouse. The observation o(to
day gave 46 0 48' 28" as the latitude of Traveller's
rest creek. 

'Vednesday II. Two of our horses having strayed 
away, we were detained all the morniug before they 
were caught. In the meantime our Tushepaw Indian 
became impatient of tb.e delay, and set out to re
turn home. As usual, we had despatched four of 
our best hunters ahead, and as we hoped with their 
aid, and our present stock of provisions, to subsist 
on the route, we proceeded at three o'clock np the 
right side of the ered;, and encamped under some 
, Id Indian huts, at the distance of seven miles. The 
road was plain and good: the valley is, however, 
narrower than that which we left. and bordered by 
high and fug'ged hills to the right, while the moun
tains on the left were covered with snow. The day 
was fair and warm, the wind from the northwest. 

Thursday 12. There was a white frost this mOf
ning. We proceeded at seven o'clock, and soon 
passed a stream falling in on the right, near which 
was an old Indian ~amp, with a bath or sweating
hOlJse covered with earth. At two miles distance 
we ascended a high, and thence continued throug~ 
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the country at the for1i;s is seven Qr eight miles 
wide, level and open, but with little timber: its 
course is to the north; and we incline to believe 
lIlat this is the river which the l\finnetarees had 
described to us as running from south to north 
along the west side of the Rocky mountains, not 
far from the sources of Medicine river: there is~ 
moreover, reason to suppose, that after going as far 
110rthward as the head-waters of tl{at river, it turns 
to the westward and joins the Tacootchetessee. 
Towards evening one of the hunters returned with 
three Indians, whom he had met in his excursion 
up Traveller's-rest creek: as soon as they saw him 
they prepared to attack him with arrows, but he 
quieted them by laying down his gun, and advanc ... 
ing towards them, soon persuaded them to come to 
the camp. Our Shoshonee guide could not speak 
the language of these people, but by the universal 
language of signs and gesti~ulations, which is per
fectly intelligible among the Indians, he found 
that these were three Tnshepaw Flatheads in pur
suit of two men, supposed to be Shoshonees, wh? 
had stolen twenty-three of their horses. 'Ve gave 
them some boiled venison. and a few presents, such 
ail a fish-hook, a steel to strike fire, and a little 
powder; but they seemed better pleased with a 
piece of riband, which we tied in the hair of each 
of them. They were, however, in such haste, lest 
their horses should he carried off, that two of them 
set off after SUIl-set in quest of the robbers: the 
third, however, was persuaded to remain with us 
and condud us to his relations; thes~, he said, wero 

YOLo I. 4:R 



~60 LEWIS AND CLARKE'S EXPEDITION 

rent directions. These embarrassed our guide, who, 
mistaking the road, took us three miles out of the 
proper course, over an exceedingly bad route. We 
then fell into the right road, and proceeded on very 
well, when having made five miles we stopped to 
refresh the horses. Captain Lewis here joined us, 
but not having been able to find his horse, two men 
were sent back to continue the search. We then 
proceeded along the 5ame kind of country which 
we passed yesterday, and after crossing a moun
tain, and leaving the sources of the Traveller's-rest 
creek on the left, reached, after five miles riding. 
a small creek, which also came in from the left 
hand, passing through open glades, some of which 
were half a mile wide. The road, which had been 
as usual rugged and stony, became firm. plain and 
level, after quitting the head of Traveller's-rest. 
·W· e followed the course of this new creek for two 
miles, and encamped at a spot where the mounta~n~ 
close on each side. Other mountains, covered with 
snow, are in view to the southeast and southwest. 
We were somewhat more fortunate to-day in kill
ing a deer, and several pheasants, which were of 
the common species, except that the tail was black. 

Saturday 14. The day was very cloudy, with 
rain and hail in the valleys, while on the top of the 
mountains some snow fell. We proceeded early, 
and continuing along the right side of Glade creek, 
crossed it high mountain, and at the distance of six 
miles reached the place where it is joined, by ano
ther branch of equal size from the right. Near the 
for~s t~e Tushepaws have had an encampment, 
which IS but recently abandoned, for the grass i-s 
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ahilly and thickly timbered country for nine miles, 
when we came to the forks of the cfeek, where the 
road branches up each fork. We followed the 
western route, and finding that the creek made a. 
considerable bend at the distance of four miles, 
crossed a high mountain in order to avoid the cir
cuit. The road had been \fery bad during the first 
part of the day, but the passage of the mountain, 
which was eight miles across, was very painful to 
the horses, as we were obliged to go over steep 
stony sides of hills, and along the hollows and 
ravines, rendered more disagreeable by the fanen 
timber, chiefly pine, spruce-pine and fir. Vle at 
length reached the creek, having made twenty
three miles of a route so dtfficult, that some of the 
party did not join us beforE; ten o'clock. 'Ve found 
the account of the scantiness of game but too true, 
as we were not able to procure any thing, during 
the whole of yesterday, and to-day we killed only 
a single pheasant. Along the road we observed 
many of the pine-trees peeled off, which is done by 
the Indians to procure the inner bark for food in 

the spring. 
Friday 13. Two of the horses strayed away du

ring the night, and one of them being captain 
Lewis's, he remained with four men to search for 
them, while we proceeded up the creek ~ at the 
distance of two miles we came to several springs, 
issuing from large rocks of a coarse hard grit, and 
nearly boiling hot. These seem to be much fl'e-

4luented; as there are several paths made by elk, 
deer and other animals, and ilear one of the springs 
a hole or ,Indian bath, and roads leading in diffe-
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w~ were forced to wiml in every direction round 
the high knobs which constantly impeded our pro
gress. Several of the horses lost their foot-hold and 
slipped: one of them, which was loaded with a 
uesk and small trunk, rolled over and over for forty 
yards, till his fall was stopped by a tree. The desk 
was broken, but the poor animal escaped without 
much injury. After clambering in this way for 
four miles, we came to a high snowy part of the 
mountain, where was a spring of water, at which 
we halted two hours to refresh our horses. 

On leaving the spring the road continued as bad 
as it was below, and the timber more abundant. At 
four miles we reached the top of the mountain, and 
foreseeing no chance of meeting with water, we 
encamped on the northern side of the mountain, 
near an old bank of snow, three feet deep. Some 
of this we melted, and supped on the remains 6f 
the colt killed yesterday. Our only game to-day 
was two pheasants; and the horses, on which we 
calculated as a last resource, begin to fail us, for 
two of them were so poor, and worn out with fa
tigue, that we were obliged to leave them behind. 
All around us are high rugged mountains, among 
which is a lofty range from southeast to northwest, 
whose tops are without timber, and in some places 
covere(l with snow. The night was cloudy and very 

. cold, and three hours before daybreak, 
:Monday 16, it began to snow, and continued all 

day, so that by evening it was six or eight inches 
deep.· This covered the track so completely, that 
we were obliged constantly to halt and examine, 
lest we should lose the route. In many placei w~ 



UP THE MISSOURI. 561 

entirely destroyed by horses, and two fish weir. 
across the creek, are still remaining; no fish were, 
however, to be seen. We here passed over to the 
left side of the creek, and began the ascent of a 
very high and steep mountain, nine miles across. 
On reaching the other side, we found a large br2nth 
from the left, which seems to rise in the Snowy 
mountains to the south and southeast. "We conti
nued along the creek two miles further, when night 
coming on we encamped opposite a small island at 
the mouth of a branch on the right side of the river. 
The mountains which we crossed to-day, were 
much more difficult than those of yesterday: the 
last was particularly fatiguing, being steep ami 
stony, broken by fallen timber, and thickly over
grown by pine, spruce, fir, hacmatack and tama
rac. Although we had ma(Ie only seventeen miles. 
we were all very weary. The whole stock of ani
mal food was now exhausted, and we therefore 
killed a colt, on which we made a hearty supper. 
From this incident we called the last creek we hall 
passe(I from the south Colt-killed creek. The river 
itself is eighty yards wide, with a swift current, 
and a stony channel. Its Indian llame is Kooskoos.
kee. 

Sunday 15. At an early hour we proceede(l 
along the right side of the Kooskooskee, over steep 
rocky points of land, till at the distance of four 
miles we reached an old Indian fishing-place: the 
road here turned to the right of the water, and be
gan tQ ~scelld a mountain: but the fire and wind 
had prostrated or dried almost all the timber 011 

the .south side~ and the ascents ,~ere sa steep, that 
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that we were unable to advance more, than ten 
miles to a small stream, on which we encamped. 

'Ve had killed a few pheasants, but these being 
insufficient for our subsistence, we killed another of ' 
the colts. This want of provisions, the extreme fa
tigue to which we were subjected, and the dreary 
prospects before us, began to dispirit the men. It 
was therefore agreed that captain Clarke ssould go 
on ahead with six hunters, and endeavour to kill 
something for the support of the party. He there
fore set out, 

",Yednesday 18, early in the morning, in hopes of 
finding a level country, from which he might send 
back some game, His route lay south 85° west, 
along the same high dividing ridge, and the road 
was still very bad; but he moved on rapidly, and 
at the distance of twenty miles was rejoiced on dis
covering far off an extensive plain towards the 
west and southwest, bounded by a high mountain. 
He balted an hour to let the horses eat a little grass 
on the 11iIl sides, and then went on twelve and a half 
miles, till he reached a bold creek running to the 
left, on which he encamped. To this stream he 
gave the very appropriate name of Hungry creek; 
for having procured no game, they had nothing to 
eat. 

In the meantime we were detainell till after 
eight o'clock, by the loss of one of our horses, which 
llad strayed away, and could lwt be found. We 
then proceeded. but having soon finished the re
mainder of the colt killed yesterday, felt the want 
of provisions, which was more sensible from our 
meeting with no water, till towards lligbt(all we 
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ha(l nothing to guide us except the branches of the 
trees, which, being low, have been rubbed by the 
burdens of the Indian horses. The road was, like 
that <1f yesterday, along steep hill sid es, obstructed 
with fallen tiruber, and a growth of eiglit different 
species of pine, so thickly strewed, that the snow 
falls from them as we p~ss, and keeps us continu
ally wet to the skin, and so cold, that we are anx
ious lest our feet should be frozen, as we have only 
·thin moccasins to defend them. 

At noon we halted to let the horses feed on some 
long grass on the north side of the mountains, and 
endeavoured, by making fires, to keep ourselves 
warm. As soon as the horses were refreshed, cap
tatn Clarke went ahead with one man, and at the 
distance of six miles reached a stream from the 
right, and prepared fires by the time of our arrival 
at dusk. We here encamped ill a piece of low 
ground, thickly timbered, but scarcely large enollgh 
to permit us to lie level. 'Ve had now made thir
teen miles. "r e were all very wet, cold, and hun
gry; but, although before setting out this mor
ning we had seen four deer, yet we could not pro
cure any of them, and were obliged to kill a seconel 
colt for our supper. 

Tuesday 17. Our horses became so much scat
tered during the night, that we were detained till 
one o'clock before they were aU collected. 'Ye 
then continued our route over high rough knobs, 
and several drains and springs, and along a ridge 
of country separating the waters of two small rivers. 
The road was still difficult, and several of the 
horses feU, and injured themselves very muc11, so 
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experienced for several £!ays past. Besides the 
breakfast in the morning, two pheasants were their 
~nly food during the day; and the only kinds ot' 
birds they saw were, the blue jay, a small wJJite
headed hawk, a larger hawk, crows and raven~. 

We followed soon after sunri~e. At six miles the 
ridge terminated, and we had before us the cheer
ing prospect of the large plain to the southwest. 
On leaving the ridge, we again ascended and wellt 
down several mountains, and six miles further 
came to Hungry creek, where it was fifteen yards 
wide, and received the waters of a branch from 
the north. We went up it on a course nearly due 
west, and at three miles crossed a second branch" 
flowing from the same quarter. The country is 
thickly cQyered with pine timber, of which we have 
~numerated eight distinct species. Three miles be
yond this last branch of Hungry creek we encamped, 
after a fatiguing route of eighteen miles. The road 
along the creek is a narrow rocky path, near the 
borders pf very high precipices, from which a fall 
seems almost inevitable destruction. One of our 
horses slipped, and, rolling over with his load down 
the hill side, which was nearly perpendicular, and 
~trewed with large irregular rocks, nearly a hun
dred yards, did not stop till he fell into the creek: 
we all e~pected that he was killed, but to our as~ 
tonishment, on taking off his load, he rose, and 
fjeemed but little injured, and in twenty minutes 
proceeded with his load. Having no other provi~ 
sion, we took some portable soup, our only refresh- I 
ment during the day. This abstinence, joined with 1 
fatigue, has ~ v~sible elfec~ on Our 4e~lth: '.f~e 
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fO\U1d some in a ravine among the hills. By push
ing on our horses almost to -their utmost strellgth, 
we made eighteen miles. 

We then melted some snow, and supped on a. I 

little portable soup, a few canisters of which, with r 
about twenty pOUllds weight of bears oil, are onr' 
only remaining means of subsistence. Our guns-are 
scarcely of any service, for there is no living crea-' 
hue in these mountains, except a few small phea
sants, a small species of gray squirrel, and a blue 
bird of the vulh~re kinJ, about the si~e pf a turtle 
dove or jay, and even these are difficnlt to shoot, ' 

Thursday 19~ Captarn Clarke proceeded up the' 
creek, along which the road was more sterp and 
stony tha~ any he had yet passed. At si~ miles 
distance he reached a small plain, ill which he for.., 
tnnately found a horse, on which he breakfasted,' 
alld hung the rest on a tree for the party in the 
rear. Two miles beyond this he }Pft the'creek, an<l 
crpssed three high mountains, rendered almost im
passable from the steepness of the ascent aud the, 
quantity of fallen timber. After clambering over 
these ridges a~1(l mountains, and passing some 
branches of Hungry creek, he came to a largoe 
creek running westward. This he followed for four 
miles, then turned to the right down the mountain, 
till he came to a small creek to the lert. Here he 
halted, having made twenty-two miles on llis cOl1rse~ 
south 80 degrees west, though the winding route 
over the mOl~ntaills almost doubled the distance i 

On descending the last mountain, the heat became 
much more sensible, after the extreme cold he haq 

YOLo ~. 4 F 
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men left to guard the women and children. They 

1I0w set befure them a small piece of buffaloe meat, 

some dried salmon, bel ries, and several kinds of 

roots. Among these last is one, which is round, and 
much like an onion ill appearance, and sweet to the 

taste: it is eaBed quamash, and is eaten either in 

its natural state, or boiled into a kiwI of soup, or 

inaue into a cake, v.hich is then 'called pasheco. 

After the long abstinence, this was a sumptuous 

treat; we returned the kindness of the people by a 
few small presents, and then went on, in company 
'with one of the chiefs, to a second village in the 

same plain, at the distance of two miles. Here the 

party was treated with great kindness, and passed 
the night. The hunters were sellt cut, but though 

they saw some tracks of deer, were not able to 
procure any thing. ' 

"\Ve were detained till ten o'clock before we 
could coliect our scattered horses; we then pro

ceeded for two miles, when to our great joy we 
found the horse which captain Clarke had killed, 

and a note apprising us of his intention of going to 
the plains towards the southwest, and collect pro

"isiollS by the t~me we reached him. At one o'clock 
we halted, on a small stream, and made a hearty 
meal of horse flesh. On e~amination it )Jow ap

peared that one of the horses was missing, and the 
man, i~l" hose chalge he had been, \\ as directed 
to return and search for him. He came back in 
about two hours, \\iithou,t having been able to fiud 
the horse; but as the load was too "aluable to be 
lost, two of the best \\oodsmen were directed to 

contihue the !earch while we proceeded. Our g~'" 



UP 1'lIE MIS soutH. 561 
mf'll are growing weak, and losing their flesh very 
fast: several are afflicted with the dysentery, alld 
eruptions of the skin are very common. 

Friday 20. Captain Clarke went on through a 
country as ruggell as usual, till on passing a low 
mountain he came, at the distance of four miles, to 
the forks of a large creek. Down this he kept, on 
a course south 60 degrees west, for two miles, then 
turning to the right, continued over So dividing 
ridge, where were the heads of several little stre~tn!l, 
and at twelve miles distance descended the last ot' 
the Rocky mountains, and reached the level coun
try. A beautiful open plain, partially supplied with 
pine. now presented itself. He continued for five 
miles, when he discovered three Indian boys, who, 
~n observing the party, ran off and hid themselves 
in the grass. Captain Clarke immediately ali~hted, 
and, giving his horse and gun to one of the men, 
went after the boys. He soon relieved their appre
hensions, and sent them forward to the village, 
about a mile off, with presents of small pieces of 
riband. Soon after the boys had reached home, a 

man came out to meet the party, with great cau
tion; but he conductetl them to a large tent in the 
village, and all the inhabitants' gathered roumt 
to view with a mixture of fear and pleasure these 
wonderful strangers. The conductor now inform ell 
captain Clarke by signs, that the spacious tent wag 
the residence of the great chief, who had set out 
three days ago, with all the warriors, to attack some 
.01' thei-r enemies towards the southwest; that he 
would, not return before fifteen oreighteell days, 
and that

l 
in the meantime, tl,lere were only a few 
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The two villages consist of about thirty double 
tenis, and the inhabitants call thems~lves Chopull
l1ish or Pierced-nose. The chief drew a chart of the 
liver, and explaiJled that a greater chief than him
self. who governed this village, ilnd was called the 
Twisted-hair, was now fishing. at the distance pf 
half a day's ride down the river: his chart made 
the Kooskooskee fork a little below his camp. a 
second fork below, still further on,~ a large branch 
flowed in 011 each side, below which th-e ri VCfr 
passed the mountains: here was a great fall of 
water, near which lived white people, from who.m 
,,'ere procured the white beads and brass ornaments 
worn by the women. 

A chief of another band made a visit this morn
ing, and smoked with captain Clarke. The huuters 
returned without havil)g been able to kill allY 
thing; captain Clarke purchased as much dried 
~lmoJl. roots and berries, as he could, with the few 
articles he chanced to have ill his pockets, aud 
having sent them by one ,of the mel} and a hired 
Indiall back t{) .captain LewUl, he went on towards 
the camp of the TM'isted-hair. It was four o'clock 
before he set {)tlt,and the night WOll came 011; but 
having met an Indian coming from the river, they 
~ngaged him by a .presellt of a neckcloth, to guide 
them to the Twisted-hair's camp. For twelve miles 
they. proceeded through the plain before they 
reached the river hills, which are very high aud 
tlteep. The whole valley, from these hills to the 
Rocky mountain, is a beautiful level country, with 
a rich soil covered with grass ~ there is, however, 
but little timber, and the ground is badly watered! 
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neral course was south 25 degrees west, through a 
thick forest oflarge pine, which has fallen in many 
places, and very much obstructs the road. After 
making about fifteen miles, we encamped on a 

- ridge, where we coulU' find -but little grass, and no 
water. 'Ve succeeded, however, ill procuring a 
little from a distaIice, and supped on the remainder 
of the horse. 

On descending the heights of the mountains, the 
soil becomes gtadually more fertile, and the land, 
through which we passed this evening, is of an ex
cellent quality. It has a dark gray soil, though 
very broken, and with large masses of gray free
stone above the ground in many places. Among 
the vegetable productions we distinguished the al
der, honeysuckle, and huckleberry, common ill the 
U Ilited States, and a species of honeysuckle, known 
only westward of the Rocky mountains, which rises 
to the height of about four feet, and bears a white 
berry. There is also a plant resembling the choke
cherry, which grows in thick clumps eight or ten 
feet high, and bears a black berry with a single 
stone of a sweetish taste. The arbor vitce too is 
very common, and grows to a great size, ];)eing 
from two to six feet in diameter. 

Saturday 21. The free use of food, to which he 
had not been accustomed, made captain Clarke 
very sick both yesterday evening and during the 
whole of to-day. He therefore sent out all the 
hunters and remained himself at the village, as 
well on account of his sickness as for the pl)rpose 
of avoiding suspicion, and colJecting information 
from the Indians as to th~ route. 
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horses, amI therefore remained during the night, 
11aving made fifteen miles in a course S. 30° 'V. 

The arbor vitre increases in size and quantity as 
we advance, some of the trees we passed to-day 
being capable of forming periogues a! least forty
five feet in length. We were so fortunate as to kill 
a few pheasants and a prairie wolf, which, with the 
remainder of the horse, supplied us with one meal, 
the last of our provisions, our food for the morrow 
being wholly dependant on the chance of our guns. 

Sunday 22. Captain Clarke passed over to the· 
island with the Twisted-hair, who seenled to he 
cheerful and siqcere ill his COIHluct. The river at 
this place is about one hundred and sixty yards 
wide, but interrupted by shoals, and the low grounds 
on its borders are narrow. The hunters hrollght ill 
three deer; after which captain Clarke left his 
party, and, accompanied by the Twisted-hair and 
his son, rode hack to the village, where he arrived 
ahout sun-set: they then walked up together to 
the second village, where we had just arrived. 'Ve 
had intended to set ont early, but one of the men 
having neglected to hobble his horse, he strayed 
away, aud we were obliged to wait till nearly twelve 
o'clock: we then proceeded on a western course fot' 
two anel a half miles, when we met the hunters sent 
hy captain Clarke from the village, seven and a 
half miles distant, with provisions. This supply was 
most sea~on~ble, as we had tasted nothing since last 
night; and the fish, roots and berries, in addition 
to a crow which we killed on the route, completely 
satisfie(\ our 11\111g-er. After this refreshment we 
prpceedetl illllluch better spirits, and at a,few mi~es 
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the plain is so much lower than the surroul1dinO' _ 1'> 

hills, or so much sheltered by them, that the wea-
ther is quite warm, while the cold of the mountains 
was extr~me. From the top of the river hills they 
proceeded down for three miles, till they reached 
the wa.ter side between eleven and twe1\1e o'clock 
at night: here they found a small camp of five 
squaws and three children, the chief himself being 
encamped, with two others, on a small island in the 
river. The guide called to him and he soon came 
over; captain Clarke gave him a medal, and they 
smoked together till 011e o'clock. 

'Ve could not set out till eleve" o'clock, because 
being obliged in the evening to loosen Ollf horses. 
to enable them to find subsistenct', it is always dif
ficult to collect them in the morning. At that hour 
we con,tinned along the ridg'e on which we had 
slept, and at a mite and a half reached a large 
creek running to onr left, just above its juncticn 
with one of its branches~ We proceedecl down the 
low grounds of this creek, which are level, wide. 
and heavily timbered, but turned to tl1e right [,t 
the distance of two and a half miles, and began to 
pass the broken and hilly country; the thick.timber 
had fallen in flO many places that we could scarce1 y 
make our way. After going five miles we passM 
the cr_eek 011 which captain Clar-ke ha(l encamped 
during the night of the 19th, and continued fiye 

miles further, over the same Idnd of road, till we 
came to the forks of a large creek; we crossed th~ 
northern branch of this stream, and proceeded down 
it on the west side for a mile: here we founl! a 
smull plain, where there ''':1S tolerable grass for thl'! 
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their children into the neighbouring woods. The 
men, however, received us without anyapprehen
sion, and gave us a plentiful supply of provisions. 
The plains were now crowded with Indians, who 
came to see the persons of the whites, and the strange 
things they brought with them: but as our guide 
,,'as perfectly a stranger to their language, we could. 
converse by signs only. Our inquiries were chietJy 
directed to the situation of the country, the courses 
of the rivers and the Indian villages, of-all which 
we received information from severa] of the Indians; 
and as their accounts varied but little from each 
other, we were ind~lced to place confidence intbem. 
Among others, the Twisted-hair drew a chart of 
the river on a white elk-skin. According to this the 
Kooskooskee forks are a few miles from this place; 
two days journey towards the south is another and 
larger fork, on which the Shoshonee or Snake In
dians fish; five days jouTJ~ey further is a large river 
ii-om the northwest, into which Clarke's river emp
ties itself; from the mou,thof that river to th.e falls 
is five days journey further: on all the forks as well 
as ~n the main·riv.er gfeat num.bers of Indians re
side, and at th~ falls are establishments of whites,. 
This was the story of the Twisted-hair. 

:Monday 23. The chiefs and warriors were, all 
assembled this morning, and we explained to them 
where we came froml the objects, of our visiting 
them, and our pacific intelltiona towards all the In
dians. This being conveyed by s~»s, might not 
have been perfectly comprehendedl but appeared 
to give perfect satisfaction. \Ye now gave a medal 
to two of the chiefs, a shirt in addition to the medal 
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were overtaken by the two men who had been sent 
back after a horse 011 the 20th. They were perfectly 
exhausted with the fatigue of walking and the 
want of food; but as we had two spare horseS they 
were mounted and brought on to the village. 

They had set out about three o'clock in the after
noon of the 20th, with one horse between them; 
after crossing the mountain they came to the piace 
where we had eaten the horse. Here they encamped, 
and having no f()i)d, .made a fire and roasted the 
head of the horse, which even our appetites had 
spared, and supped on the ears, skin, lips, &c. of the 
animal. The next morning, 21st, they found the 
track of the horse, amI pursuing it recovered the 
saddle-bags, and at length, about eleven o'clock; 
the horse himself. Being now hoth mounted, they 
sct out to return, and slept at a small stream: 
during the day they had nothing at all except two 
pheasaNts, which were so torn to pieces by the shot, 
that the head and legs were the only parts fit fOJ; 

food. In this situation they fouricl, the next morning, 
22d, that during the night their horses had run 
away from them or been stolen by the Indians. 
They searched for them until nine o'clock, when, 
seeing that they could not recover them, and fear
ful of starving if they remained where they were, 
they set out on foot to join us, carrying the saddle
bags alternately. They walked as fast as they could 
during the day, till they reached us in a deplorable 
state of weakness and inanition . . , 

As we approached the village, most of the women, 
though apprised of our being expected, fled with 

VOL. I. 4 G 
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. he could scarcely sit on his horse, while others were 
obliged to be put on horseback, and some, from 
extreme weakness and pain, were forced to lie down 
alongside of the road for some time. At SUIl-set we 
reached the island where the hunters had been left 
on the 22d. They had been unsuccessful, having 
killed only two deer since that timQ, and two of 
them are very sid.. A little below this island is a 
larger 6ne on which we ep.camped, amI administered 
Rush's pills to the sick. 

Wednesday 25. ~he weather was very hot and 
oppre~ive to the party, most of whom are now com
plaining of sickness. Our situation, indeed, rendered 
jt necessary to husband our rem2ining strength, and 
it was determined to proceed down the river in 
canoes. Captajn Clarke therefore set out with the 
Twisted-hair and two young men in quest oftirriber 
for canoes. As he went down the river he crossed 
at the distance of a mile a creek from the right, 
which, from the rocks that ob"structed its passage, 
he called Rockdam river. The hills along the river 
are high and steep, the low grounds are narrow, 
and the navigation of the river embarrassed by two 
rapids. At the distance of three miles further he 
reached two nearly equal forks of the river, o~e of 
:which flowed in from the north. Here he rested for 
an hour, and cooked a few salmon, which one of 
the Indians caught with a gig. Here, too, he was 
joined by two canoes of Indians from below: they 
were long, steady, and loaded with the furniture 
amI provisions of two families. He now crossed the 
~puth fork, and returned to the camp on the south 
~i4e, throu~h a narrow pine bottom the grefll~r 
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already received by the Twisted-hair, and deliverecl 
a flag and a handkerchief for the grand chief on 
his return. To these were added a knife, a hand
kerchief, and a small piece of tobacco for each 
chief. The inhabitants did not give us any provi
sions gratuitously. 'Ve therefore~ purchased a quan
tity of fish, berries (chiefly red haws) and roois; 
and in the afternoon went on to the second village. 
The Twisted-hair introduced us into his own tent, 
which consisted, however, of nothing more than 
pine-bushes and bark, and gave us some dried 
salmon boiled. We continued our purchases, and 
obtained as much provision as our horses could carry 
in their present weak condition as far as the river. 
The men exchanged a few old canisters for dres~e(l 
elk skins, of which they made shirts: great crowds 
of the natives are round us all night, but we have 
not yet missed any thing except a knife, and a few 
other articles stolen yesterday from a shot-pouch. 
At dark we had ahard wind from the southwest 
accompanied with rain, which lasted half an hour; 
but in the morning, 

Tuesday 24, the weather was fair. "T e sent back 
Colter in search of the horses lost in the mountains, 
and having collected the rest, set out at ten o'clock 
along the same route already passed by captain 
ciarke towards the river. All round the village the 
women are busily employed in gathering and dres
sing the pasheco root, of which large quantities <'Ire 

heaped up in piles.'over the plain. We now felt 
severely the consequence of eating heartily after 
our late privations: captain Lewis and two of the 
men were takenv~ry ill last evening, and to-day 
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Saturday 28. The men continue ill. though some 
of those first attacked are recovering. Their general 
complaint is a heaviness at the stomach, and a lax, 
which is rendered more painful by the heat of the 
weather, and the diet of fish and roots. to which 
they are confined, as no game is to be procured. A 
number of Indians collect about us in the eOluse of 
the day, to gaze at the strange appearance of every 
thing belonging to us. 

Sunday 29. The morning was coo}, the wind 
from the southwest: but in the afternoon the heat 
returned. The men continue ill; but all those who 
are able to work are occupied at the canoes. The 
spirits of the party were much recruited by three 
deer brought in by the hunters: and the next day. 

:Monday 30th. the sick began to recruit their 
strength, the morning being fair and pleasant. The 
Indians pass in great numbers up and down the 
ri ver, and we observe large quantities of small 
duck going dow11 this morning. 

Tuesday, October 1, 1805. The morning was 
cool, the wind easterly, but the latter part of the 
day was warm. We were visited by several Indians 
from the tribes below, and others from the maill 
.£outh fork. To two of the most distinguished men, 
we made presents of a ring and broach, and to five 
others a piece of riband, a little tobacco, and the 
fifth part of a neckcloth. 'We now dried our clothes, 
and other articles, and selected some articles. such 
as the Indians admire, in order to purchase some 
provisions, as we have nothing left except a little 
tlried 6sh, which operates as a complete purg?tive. 

y{ ellllesday 2. The day is very warm. 1\vo men 
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part or the way, in which was found much fine 
timber for canoes. One of the Ind~an boats, with 
two men, set out at the same time; and such was 
their dexterity in managing the pole, that they 
reached camp within fifteen minutes after him, 
although they had to drag the canoe over three 
rapids. He found captain Lewis and several of the 
men stilJ. very sick; amI distributed to such as were 
in need of it, salts and tartar emetic. 

Thursday 26. Having resolved to go down to 
some spot calculated for building canoes, we set out 
early this morning and proceeded five miles, and 
encamped on a low ground on the south, opposite 
the forks of the river; but so weak were the men, 
that several were taken sick in coming down, the 
weather being oppressively hot. Two chiefs and 
their families followed us, and encamped with a 
great numberGtof horses near us: and soon after our 
arrival we were joined by two Indians, who came 
down the north fork on a raft, We purchased some 
fresh salmon, and having distributed axes, and por
tioned off the labour of the party, began, 

Friday 27, at an early hour, the preparations for 
making five canoes. But few of the men, however, 
were able. to work, and of these several were soon 
taken ill, as the day proved very hot. The hunters, 
too, returned without any game, and seriously in
disposed, so that nearly the whole party was now 
ill. We procured some fresh salmon; and Colter, 
who now returned with one of the horses, brought 
half a deer, which was very nourishing to the in
valicls. Severalll1dians fro,m a camp below ~ame 
pp to /lee ~s. , 
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1ill our return. The hunters, with all their dili~ 
gence, are unable to kill any thing; the hills being 
high and rugged. and the woods too dry to hunt 
deer, which is the only game in the country. We 
therefore continue to eat dried fish and roots, which 
are purchased from the squaws. by means of small 
presents, but chiefly white beads, of which they are 
extravagantly fond. Some of these roob seem to 
possess very active properties, for after supping on 
them this evening, we were swelled fo. such a de
gree as to be scarcely able to breathe for several 
hours. Towards night we launched two canoes, 
which proved to be very good. 

Sunday 6. This morning is again cool, and the 
wind easterly. The general course of the winds 
seems to resemble that which we observed on the 
east side of the mountain. While on the head waters 
of the :Missouri, we had every morning a cool wind' 
from the west. At this place a cool breeze springs 
up, during the latter part of the night, Of near day
break, and continues till seven or eight o'clock, 
when it subsides, and the latter part of the day is 
warm. Captain Lewis is not so well as he was, and 
captain Clarke was also taken ill. We had all our 
saddles buried in a cache near the river, about half 
a mile below, and deposited at the same time a 
canister of powder, and a bag of balls. The time 
which could be spared from our labours on the 
canoes" was devoted to some astronomical observa
tions. The latitude of our camp, as deduced from 
the mean of two observations, is 46° 34' 56" 3'" 
north. .. .. 

:Monday 7. This morning all the canoes were-
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were sent to the village, with a quantity of these 
articles, to purchase food. Weare now reduced to 
roots, which produce violent pains in the stomach. 
Our work continued as usual, and many of the 
party are convalescent. The hunters returned in. 
the afternoon with nothing but a small prairie-wolf, 
so that our provisions being exhausted, we kilIeu 
one of the horses to eat, and provide soup for the 
sick. 

Thursday 3. The fine cool morning and easterly 
wind had an agreeable effect upon the party, most 
of whom are now able to work. The Indians from 
below left us, and we were visited by others from 
different quarters. 

Friday 4. Again we had a cool east willd from 
the mountains. The men were now much better, 
and captain Lewis himself so far recovered, as to 
walk about a little. Three Indians arrived to-day 
from the Great river to the south. The two men also 
returned from the village, with roots and fish; and 
as the flesh of the horse killed yesterday was ex
hausted, we were confined to that diet, although 
unwholesome as well as Ullpleasant. The afternoon· 
was warm. 

Saturday 5. The wind easterly, and the weather 
cool. The canoes being nearly finished, it became 
necessary to dispose of our horses. They were there
fore collected, to the number of thirty-eight, and, 
being branded and marked, were delivered to three 
Indians, the two brothers and the son of a chief, 
who promises to accompany us down the river. To 
each of these men we gave a knife, and some &mall 
articl~, and they agreed to take care of the borses 
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when one of the canoes struck, and a hole being' 
made in her side, she immediately filled ahd sunk. 
The men, several of whom could not swim, clung 
to the boat till one of our canoes could be unloaded, 
and with the assistance of an Indian boat they were 
all brought to shore. All the goodi were so mucl't 
wet, that we were obliged to halt for the night, 
and spread them out to dry. While all this was 
exhibited, it was necessary to place two sentinels 
over the merchandi2le, for we found that the Indians, 
though kind, and disposed to give US every aid 
during our distress, eould not resist the temlltation 
of pilfering some of the small articl~ We passed, 
during our route of twenty miles to-day, several 
encampments of Indians Oll the islands, and near 
the rapids, which places are chosen as motlt conve
nient for taking salmoll. At one ot these CanIpS we 
found our two chiefs, who, after promising to de
£cend the river with UB, had left us; they however 
willingly came on board after we had golle through 
the ceremony of smoking. 

Wednesday 2. The morning was, as usual, cool; 
but as the weather, both yesterday and to-day, was 
cloudy, our merchandize dried but slowly. The 
boat, though much injured, was repaired by ten 
o'clock, so as to be perfectly fit for service; but we 
were obliged to remain during the day, till the ar
ticles were sufficiently dry to be reloaded: the in
terval we employed in purchasing fish for the 
""yage, and cQnversing with the Indians. In th'e 
afternoon we were surprised at hearing, that our 
old Shoshonee guide and his son had left us, amI 
been seen running up the river several miles above. 
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put in the water amI loaded, the oars fi xed l and 
every preparation made for setting out, but when 
we were all ready the two chiefs, who had promised 
to accompany us, were not to be found, and at the 
same time we missed a pipe tomahawk; we there
fore proceeded without them. Below the forks, the 
river is called the Kooskooskee, and is a clear rapi{l 
stream, with a number of shoals and difficult places. 
For some miles the hills are steep, the low grounds 
narrow, but then succeeds an open country, with a 
few trees scattered along the river, At the distance 
of nine miles is a small creel{ Qn the left. We passed, 
in the course of the day, ten rapids; in descending 
which, one of the canoes struck a rock, and sprung 
a leak; we however continued for nineteen miles, 
and encamped on the left side of the river, opposite 
to the mouth of a small run. Here the canoe was 
unloaded and repaired, and two lead canisters of 
powder deposited: several camps of Indians were 
on the sides of the river, but we had little inter~ 
course with any of them. 

Tuesday 8. We set out at nine o'clock. At eight 
and a half miles we passed an island: four and a 
half miles lower, a second island, opposite a small 
creek on the left side of the river. Five miles lower 
is another island 011 the left: a mile and a half be
low which is a fourth. At a short distance flohl 
this is a large creek from the right, to which we 
gave the name of Colter's creek, from Colter, one 
of the men. We had left this creek about a mile 
and a halt: and were passing the last of fifteen ra
pids, which we had been fortunate enough to escape, 

VOL. l. 4 I-l 
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than any of them, be~ng a very hazardous ripple 

strewed with rocks; we here purchased roots, and 

dined with the Indians. Among them was a man 

from the falls, who says that he saw white people 

at that place, and is very desirous of going down 

with us; an offer which however we declined. Just 

above this camp we had passed a tent, near which 

was an Indian bathing himself in a small pond or 

hole of water, warmed by throwing in hot stones. 

After finishing our mea], we descended the rapid 

with no injury, except to one of our boats, which 

ran against a rock, but in the course of an hour 

was brought off, with only a small split in her side. 

This ripple, from its appearance and difficulty, we 

namerl the Rugged rapid. We went on over five 

other rapids of a less dangerous kind, and at the 

distance of five miles reached a large fork of the 

river from the south; and after coming twenty 

miles, halted below the jUllction on the right side 

of the river; our arrival soon attracted the atten

tion of the Indians, who flocked in all (lirections to 

see us. In the evening the Indian from the falls, 

whom we had seen at the Rugged rapid, joined us 

with his son in a small canoe, and insisted on ac

companying us to the falls. Being again reduced 

to fish and roots, we made an experiment to vary 

our food, by purchasing a few dogs, and after 

having been accustomed to horse-flesh, felt no dis

relish to this new dish. The Chopunnish have great 

numbers of dogs, which they employ for domestic 

purposes, but never eat; and our using the flesh of 

that animal soon brought llS into ridicule as dog~ 
~$lters.· . 
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As he hacl never given any notice of his intention, 
nor had even rece~ved his pay for guiding us, we 
cOllld not imagine the £ause of his desertion,. nor 
did he ever return to explain his cOl~duct. We re
quested the chief to send a horseman after him, to 
request that he would return and receive what we 
9wed him. from this, however, he dissuaded us; 
and said, very frankly, that his naHon, the Chopun
nish, would take from the old m.an any presents 
that he might have on passing their camp. 

The Indians came about our camp at night, and 
were very gay and good-humoured with the men. 
Among other exhibitions was that of a squaw, who 
appeared to be crazy: she sang in a wild inco.he
rent manner, and would offer to the spectators aU 
the little articles she possessed, scarifying herself 
in a horrid mal1ll,cr if anyone refused her present: 
she seemed to be an object of pity among the In
dians, who suffered. her to do as she pleased without 
interruption. 

Thursday 10. A fine morning. We loaded the 
canoes and. set off at seven o'clock. At the distance 
of two and a half miles we had pasied three islands. 
the last of which is Ilpposite to a stn,all stream on 
the right. ' Within the fplloWing three ami a half 
'wiles is another i~\al1d and a creek on the left, with 
wide low grolInds, containing willow and cotton
wood trees, on which were three tents of Indians. 
Two miles lower i~ the head of a large island, and 
six and a half ~l1iles furtller we halted at an en
~ampment of eight lodges 011 the"left, ill order to 
view a rapid before us: we haq a,lready passeu 
eight, and some of t.hem difficult, but this was WQrs~ 
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union is an Indian cabin, and in Lewis's river a 

small island. 
The Chopunnish or Pierced-nose nation, whp re

side on the Kooskooskee and Lewis's riveTs, afe ill 
person stout, portly, well-looking men: the women 
~re small, with good features, and generally halld.". 
lome, though the complexion of both sexes is darker 
than that of the Tushepaws. In dress they resemble 
that nation, being fond of displaying their orna
ments. The buff aloe or elk-skin robe, decorated 
with beads, sea-shells, chiefly mother-of-pearl, at
tached to an otter-skin cntlar and hung in the air, 
which falls in front ill two queues; feathels, paints 
of different kinds, principally wh~te, green, amI 
light blne, all of which they find in their own 
country: these are the chief ornaments they use. 
In the winter they wear a short shirt of dresse(l 
sk ins, long painted leggings and moccasins, and a. 
plait of twisted grass rOlmd the neck. 

The dress of the women: is more simple, consist
ing of a long shirt of argal;a or ibex ski~, reachiItg 
down to the allkl~s without a girdle: to this are 
tied little pieces of brass and shells and other !>man 
articles, but the head is not at all ornamented. The 
dress of the female is indeed more modest, and more 
!;tndiously so than any we have observed, though 
the other sex is careless of the~ indelicacy of 
exposure. 

The Chopunllish have "ery few amusement!>, Co.\" 
their life is painful and laborious; and all their 
exertions are necessary to earn even their preca
rious subsistence. During the summer and autumn 
they are busily occllpied in fishing fQf salmon, a~d 
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The country, at the junction of the two rivers, 
is an open plain on all sides, broken towards the 
left by a distant ridge of high land, thinly covered 
with timber: this is the only body of timber which 
the country possesses; for at the forks there is not 
a tree to be seen, and during almost the whole de
scent of sixty miles dawn the Kooskooskee from its 
forks there are very few. This southern branch is, 
in fact, the main stream of Lewis's river, on which 
we encamped when among the Shoshonees. The 
Indians inform us, that it is navigable for sixty 
miles; that not far from its mouth it receives a 
branch from the south; and a second and larger 
branch two days march up, and nearly parallel to 
the first Chopunnish ,villages we met near the 
mountains. This branch is called Pawnashte, and 
is the residence of a chief, who, according to their 
expression, has more horses than he can count. The 
ri ver h,as many rapids, ,near which are situated many 
fishing caDilps; there being ten establishments of 
this before reaching the first southern branch; one 
on that stream, five between .that and the Paw
nashte, one on that river, and two above it; besides 
many; other Indians who res!de high up on the more 
distant waters of this river. All these Indians be
long to- the Ch?punnish nation, and live in tents of 
an oblong form, covered with flat roofs. 

At its mouth Lewis's river is about two hundred 
and fifty yards wide, and its water is of a greenish 
blue colour. The Kooskooskee, whose waters are 
clear as crystal, one hundred and fifty yards in 
width, and after the union the river enlarges to the 
space of three hundred yards: at the point of the 
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more inconvenient than the other' two: it consists 
of small thick leaves of a circular form, which grow 
from the margin of each other, as in the broad
leafed pear of the ]\iissouri: these leaves are armed 
with a greater number of thorns, which are stronger, 
and appear to be barbed; and as the leaf itself is 
very slightly attached to the stem, as soon as one 
thorn touches the moccasin. it adheres and brings 
with it the leaf, which is accompanied by a reiu
forcement of thorns. 

E)(D OF VOLU~IE I. 
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collecting their winter store of footS. In the wln
tel' they hunt the deer on snow shoes over the plains, 
a.nd. towards spring cross the mountains to the .• 
:Missouri, f(if the purpose of trafficking fOf buffaJoe 
robes. The inconveniences of that comfortless life 
are increased by frequent encounters with their 
enemies from. the west, who drive them over the 
mountains with the loss 'Of their horses, and some
times the lives of many of the nation. Though ori
ginally the same people, 1,:heir dialect varies very 
perceptibly from that of the Tushepaws: their 
treatment to us differed much from the kind and 
disinterested services of the Shoshonees: they are 
indeed. selfish and avaricious; they part very reluc
tantly with every article of food or clothing; and 
while they expect a recompense for every service, 
however small, do not COllcern themselves about 
reciprocating any presents we may give them. 

They are generally healthy-the only disorders, 
which we have had any occasion to remark, being 
of a scrophulous kind; and for these, as well as for 
the amusement of those who are in good health, 
hot and coM bathing is very commonly used. 

The soil of these prairies is of a light yellow· 
clay, intermixed with small smooth grass: it is 
barren, and produces little more than a bearded 
grass about three 'inches high, and a prickly pear, 
of which we now found three species: the first is 
of the broad-leafed ~illd, common to the :Missouri. 
The second has the leaf of a globula.r form, and is 
also frequent on the upper part of the Missouri, 
particularly after it enters the Rocky mountains. 
Tile third is peculiar to this country, and is much 
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