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- MEETING CF PRESBYTERY.
> © GR——

ON Tuesday evening, the 1st of June, 1830, the United Pres-
bytery of Upper Canada assembled in the Presbyterian Church,
Brockville, and zfier a Discourse delivered by the Rev. Robert
Lyle, A. M. the Presbytery beiog constituted by prayer, by the
Rev. William Smart, Moderator, they proceeded to busioess, and
coatinued their deliberations on the two succeediog days, during
which maiters of great iuterest and importance came uader con-
sideration.

Among other cubjects, a paper, purporting to be a Report of a
Commitiee of the Legislative Council of Upper Canada upon a
Petition from this Uresbytery upon the subject of Education, was
laid before them. Altcr an animated and interesting discussion on
the subject of Education, it wag

Resolved,—That a Committee be appointed to take the same
into consideration, and report without delay.

The Rev W. Swart, baviog presented the Prospectus of a_Reli-
gioys Newspoper, to be called * 'I'ue Cananiay Warcaman,” the
Presbylery .took the subject into theirserious consideration, and
baving long desired to fee such a publicatien in the Province, in
~connexion with the Presbyterian Church, it was unaniniously

Resolved,—1. That this Presbytery view the circulation of
religious and moral sentiments, through the medium of periodical
publications, asa subject of great importarce to the prosperity of
the Churches under their care, and the increaze of religion in the
Province. :

2. ‘Ihat the Presbytery agree to support ¢ The Canadian
Watchman,” and to recommead to'al their friends, to give it every
encouragement in their power, on the condition, (hat it advocates
the rtoceived principles of the Presbytery, as expressed ia the
Westminster Confession of Faitb—in the hope that it will prove
useful, in promoting the interests of religion in general and that of
the Preshyterian Church in particular. ‘

The Presbytery then took up the subject of Missions. They
deeply regret, that, potwithitanding the numerous pressing appli-
cations for preaching, they have so few labourers at their disposal.
They are unable fully to supply the wants of the people, but to
afford every assistance in their power, it wa3

Resolved,—That two or more of the ministers of this Presbytery,
be employed as Missionaries for a limited period, during this sum-
mer; and that the Members of this Presbytery, be’ enjoined to
make provicion, by taking up collections or otherwise, for defray-
ing the ezpencea of the pasl and present missiens.
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to supply the many congregations, that have put themselves under
their care—it was,

Resolved,—That the Rev'd Messrs. McDowall, pr_art, and A
Bell, be a Committee to prepare an address, to the religious public
of Great Britain, directing their attention to Upper Canada, as a very
importaot field for Missionary labours, and requestiog their aid aod
co-operation in the views acd objects of this Presbytery and espe-
cially in sending some able and devoted Missionaries. )

The following Address was prepared by the committee, presen-
ted to and adopted by the Presbytery.

To the Christian Public of Great Britain and Ireland,
CHrisTiaN Frienps,— '
Allow the United Presbytery of Upper Canada to address you
on the subject of the moral and religious state of this Province.—
We have often most decply lamented the wide spread desolations
that here present themselves to view in the Church of GoJ, ﬂfld we
have felt our own insufficiency, from want of fuads and omelsterys,
to occupy the vast fields of Missionary lubour in this country. We
have bitherto been unable from our owa resources, to suppli Ahe
increasing and destitnte seiflemesis in the Province, with the admins
sstration of the ordinaaces of relyion; and we are induced from
waat cf ability onrselves to make this appeal to our fellow
Christians and friends of relizion, in the land of our fnlhera.-'-.
While we mo:t heartily rejoice in (he exerlions of Bible and Mis.
<lonary Sociefics for the conversion of the [eathens, and give glory
2 God for the signal suzce:: attendiag their efforts, we have mingled
2ars with our joy, when amidst the numerous objects embraced by
*hristiaa phbilanthropy, the British Colony of Upper Canada has
een so mach overlooked. We are the only resbytery in the
“'rovince, and have at present i.tcen Ministers belonging to our
2dy, each of whom preaches to froin two to six or eight congre-
dions, not only on the Sabbath but through the week. We have
-iginally belonged to different denominations of Presbyterians in
tie mother Couutry and though we are not in actual commanion
with the Church of Scotland, we have always muintaioed the same
setrines, disciplioe, Church goverament, and manoer of worship.
«-ur labours of love are extended from the Ottawa on the castern
to Lake St. Clair and Huron on the western extremity of the Proy-
ce, overadistance of upwards of five hundred miles. We can
taly say the harvestis great, but the labourers are few. We feel
v atin the world of retnibution it will be made to appear that it was
our duty not only to pray, but to use every Christian exertion to
cbtaia good and faithfol labourers {or this extensive field. Aad
christian fathers and brelhren, to whom are we to lock, but to you,
who are bonz of our bone, aad flesh of our flesh ? We bescech
you ta call to remombrance your own kindred & neighbours,who in
croseing the ocean,travelling some huadred miles,& supporting their
families till they have cleared away the vast forest, and prepared
the laud fer cultivetion, have exhausted their earthly treasure, and
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onsequently are ot onty in difficulty with ri.ei fo,tho e srimard
\c‘irc:l;lutangzs, but destitate of the means of gr« Sha'l ¢ vsacds
of (hose who once rejoiced in_ that cultivate? waciin.of, rud wnd
drank from the wells of salvation, in their native *wd “wibiac: nom
silting by the rivers of Capada and weepiog wir> theyFeue-. &
Ziop, be left with their children to perish u . Pweiamow dler.
pess?  Could you in imagination, transpori ; .:osel7. n'v the
vast forests of Canada, and see the stroggling “or - of ,our..
countryfien to obtain a subsistence for themse <44 v fow b p, e
tilute of a house of God, and of a Shepherd to .. ther. tr oo
blood of atonement for the remission of sin ; and thg darger of the
rising generation being dispersed with every wicd of delusion ; your
hear(s would melt with commiseration for the gleom which dark-
ens their prospects, and cause you to say, what can we do to ame-
Yorate the condition, and brighten the future prospects of these our
brethren ? Thousands of our settlers can well say as David once
did in similar circumsiances. “My tears have beenmy meat day
and pight, while they continually say uato me, whereis thy God?
When | remember these things, I pour out my soulin me ; for I bad
gone with the multitude ; I went with them to the house of God,
with the voice of joy and praise, with a multitude that kept the hely
day.” ‘

’.I\ccording to our limited means, we are doing all that we can in
the way of missions among these wide spread desclations ; andhave
in conlemplation to erect a Seminary for educating pious, aclive and
devoted young men to supply our destitute setllements. As we are
unable to raise funds sufficient to carry these our wishes into effect,
we call on you brethren, in the name of eur Lord Jesus Christ who
submitted himself to the depth of poverty, to enrich countless mul-
“titudes of wretlched befIigs suek in helpless misery and woe, seri~
ously to cnosider our wants—to bave pity on our condition—and to
epdeavour to assist us in forwarding the work of God ia this exten-
sive region..

O brethren, think, we beseech you, seriously think, upon the
thousands in this land, imperceptibly, yet certainly carried along
on the tide of time into the world of retribution, without a shep-
herd to feed them with the bread of life ; and who, if they perish
for dick of knowledge, will have no longer any opportunity of
he . offers of mercy in the regions of dark despair and hopelese-
‘nesewpwould you not then assist us with a few evangelical, pious
young men, who in imitation of the great Apostie of the Genliles,
would be willing to make great sacrifices for the glory of God in
the galvation of men ;—and if it was possible, some pecuniary aid
also, to aseist us in forwarding the work of God ?

The great head of the Church pitied our pagan and afterwards po-
pich ancestors, and sent them heralds of salvation. Those valiant
soldiers of Jesus Christ ventured their lives to liberale our forefa-
thers and us from worse than Egyplian boandage-~and blessed be

- God, he has thus given us the enjoyment of the Gospel, and that in
e utmost parity sinte the reformation, a goodly heritage, a broad
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Gedui et T wn. e - ath pot dealt so bowntifully with any

sam, ani Lkt @eioer vy . communicate this most valuable
yeszuve, which weo base racr. ed from our fathers, to their distant
sreeraticos b 7o brethrer e feel the indispensable obligation
whicl binde ve tu "o whpr we  nourselves, andtor - ;. -
frero gurpeothis Churelie v aintaining amongst ¢ - county mea
in s Prevlaco, and 3% han4ay, down to posterity, p- re and un:ul+
el hat Tt wiveh wkg snss @t livered to the saints, end e troth
stwires  vbear 0w L resbyterian amcestor ze.od e
tneir oiood. )

If these wide, epread wastes were once well cultiv :¢=d—adorped.
with temples of God’s grace—-and had pious, zealovs and it
pastors to feed the Church going flocks, there woult be s fornda.
tion for supplying with the bread of life, the many £ - . 7or
counirymen yet lo be wafted ovor the wide At}an"': and < *led
io the dreary wildargesa,—This thought of building - ~ the desalas
tions of Zion, and of -lengthening her cords and strr ;i her
stakes, even amongst generations yet unborn, stimula ©  us .2 exer-
tion in our own personal lubours, and to solicit a-s..tari¢ fy -
others.

A Literary and Theological Seminary, to trainup f - the W.ahiry
young men of piety and talents, acquainted wilh the habits and
wants of the country, and inured to bardships, i¢ izdispersaviy
pecesgary for the successful propagation of the ™agpe! in thig
country.~—Large funds in money, books &c. will be vegnire? for
this purpese.  And, brethren, where shall we lock or t'ii= assis-
tance? s it not to be expected that children shou’¢ fook 8 ibeir
parects for help iu time of need?  On you therefor - nur eyes ate
fized.

Finally, if you have any preachers of the Guspal . (ctive, pious
young men,~—who are ready to leave friends and ...~y for the
sake of Christ, aod willing to spend arnd be spent in his ciuse
we carnestly beseech them to ‘‘come over ars hLelp u
They must not, aod cannot expect 2 large remunc.atien {ggines
Iabours kere ; although, in sume congregalions ye zacant,” ‘L.
would be supplied with the necessariec of life—bu'  righi ..l
their crown in the eternal world.

WILLIAM SMART, 1 .
ROBERT LYLE, Pre.” . 3
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The next meeting of the Presbytery willbe he at .ok off
Mouday, the 30th of Aogust next. The public s - ice: to com-
mence in the Presbylerian Church, at half pastsi~ - 'ilock in the
evening.

It is expected that the Sacrament of the Lord’ “:aper will be
dispensed in the Church of the Rev, J, Harris, T tk; -ug like-
wise in that of the Rev. A. Bell, Streetsville, T ~ronig, cn the
previous Sabbath, the 29th of Auvgust. :

WILLIAM SMART, “lederato: .
ROBERT LYLE, Pr ‘liutery {leri.
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