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T H E

BEGINING, PROGRESS, ano CONCLUSION,

OF THE
L A T E W A R, &e.

I ISTORY, reafon, and nature, clearly evince, that

empires in courfe decline, when they do not ad-
vance in counfel and ftrength---that the more extenfive they
are, the greater care and wifdom are neceflary to govern and
preferve them, when compofed of diftin& parts diftant from
each other, whofe feparation caufing delufive appearance of
diftin@& interefts, tends to promote, on certain occafions,
their difunion, with their confequent feverance, diftrefs, and
danger, if not their utter ruin---that empires advance in dig-
nity, ftrength, and fafety, by obferving the wife and pro-
vident counfels given by men of noble minds, endued and
infpirited with public vertue, and public knowledge, the true
and only fources of lafting public felicity---that when through
caprice, intrigue, perfonal favour fupplanting perfonal merit
and ability, or other grievous error, the care of the com-
mon-wealth is committed to men unqualified for this great
and difficult fervice, public mifchief, difcord, and danger,

do as naturally enfue, asother effe&s flow from their caufes---
B that
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that in limited monarchies the wifeft inftitutions will not
fuffice to preferve public liberty free from violation, and the
ufual accroachings of power, without the aid of jealoufy,
vigilance, and fpirit in the people, proper for the effectual
defence of the public rights, when injured or endangered by
ambition, corruption, fraud, or violence---that the power of
the common-wealth being in the hands of men prepared for
war at the public expence, and {o many free ftates having
been deftroyed by the men appointed for their defence, but
whofe fvords were employed in fpilling the blood of the
moft noble bodies politic, and the utter overthrow of civil
liberty, the ftricteft limitations, with their conftant obfer-
vance in execution, are requifite to prevent the abufe of
their force, and departure from the intent of their inftitution,
fo that they, as well as the Prince, may remain /x4 Deo ez
lege, and the empire of the laws prevail over all---that with-
out free national ele&ion, ancient forms, colle&ted numbers,
and other {pecious appearances, are mere phantafms of de-
parted freedom---that by concord {mall things become great ;
by difcord the greateft decline : wherefore a juft and perma-
nent fenfe of the feveral caufes of our national difcord, de-
clenfion, and dangers, foreign and domeftic, is defirable,
in order to difcern and apply thofe falutary meafures which
tend to conferve the ftate,

With refpec to our foreign dangers, let us, in order to
have a proper {fenfe of them and their caufes, refle& on our
late wars. Spain, by her extravagant claims, repeated in-
{ults, and violation of our Zmerican rights of commerce and
navigation, brought on that which was concluded in 1748.
After its continuance feveral years, France, although the na-
vigation we contended for was to be enjoyed in like manner
by other European ftates who had planted colonies in Ae-
rica, united with Spain, with intent, by their joint force, to
diftrefs and prevail over us, and promote her own intereft,
clpecially in America, where the opened the war by taking
Canfo, a part of Nova Scotia, defended by a fmall fort

and
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and garrifon for the benefit of the Eng/ifb fithery : the fort

the burnt, and carried the garrifon prifoners to Louifburgh.
She then laid fiege to Aunapolis, the {ole remaining ftrength
whereby Nova Scotia was held ; but this, and a fubfequent
attempf, were happily defeated by {peedy {uccours {fent from
Boflon.  For illuftration in feveral refpets, let it be remcm-
bered, that France, whofe policy leads her to confider the
advantages of fituation, had, from the firlt fettlement of the
Englif and French in America, endeavoured to gain Nova
Scotia, being by fituation relative to the Eng/i/b and French
colonies, the cod fithery, and the courfe of the Ewropear (hips
bringing home the Aerican produce, deemed by her the key
of North America, and ufeful to her purpofe of encreafing her
commerce, dominion, and naval power, and deprefling thofc
of the Englifb.

In the reign of Queen Elizabeth, the {overeign dominion 1s8s.
over the ifland of Newfoundland, with that part of the con-
tinent firft called Arcadia, thence Acadia, and Acadie, and
afterwards Vova Scotia, was by folemn proceedings notorious
to other Ewxropean princes confirmed, and eftablithed in the
crown of England. In the next reign the Freuch invaded
and held Aradia, until expelled by the governor of /77r-
ginia.

Afterwards King Fames granted all that part of Awmerica Novem. 20,
extending in breadth from the 4oth to the 48th degree of ozo.
North latitude inclufive, and in length throughout the main
land from fea to {fea, with the iflands and feas adjoining, to
the council eftablithed at Plysmouth, for planting and govern-
ing New England, which grant comprifed all Acadia, faving
a {mall part lying S. W. of Anzicofti ifland.

In the nextyear his Majefty granted the whole to Sir 7777/~ Septem. 1o,
liam Alexander by circumfcribed limits, ¢¢ including the 1021
‘¢ iflands of Baccalaos, or Cape Britton, with the iflands or feas
¢¢ lying near or within fix leagues of any part of the fame on the
‘“ Weftern, Northern, or Eaftern parts of the coaft thereof,
‘“and on the S. E, where Cape Britzon licth, and on the

¢ Southern:
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¢ Southern part of the fame where Cape Sable is, all feas and
¢ iflands towards the South, within forty leagues of the
« faid fhores of the fame, including the ifle of Sabdle, to be
< called in all future times Nova Scotia in America, and to be
‘¢ held of the crown of Scotland.

King Charles confirmed this grant; and, to promote the
fettlement of a colony, created 1350 baronets, to which their
aids were appropriated, without due application to this fer-
vice ; however, fome fettlement at Porz Royal, with a fort
for its defence, was made by Sir 27i/liam Alexander, by whofe
leave Cland de la Tour, and his fon Charles, for their own
ufe, madea fettlement, and built a ftrong fort upon St. John’s
river, called Fort La Tour. King Charles, upon his mar-
riage, ceded the whole to France.  Afterwards war breaking
out between the two crowns in the years 1627 and 1628,
WNova Scotia, Quebec, and the whole region of Canada, were
reduced to the obedience of King Charles, and Nova Scotia
was again poflefled by Sir ##7lliam Alexander, who in the
year 1630 conveyed to Claud de la Tour, and his fon, all his
right to it, excepting Porz Royal, to be held of the crown of
Scotland.

A treaty was made at St. Germain en Laye, between the
Kings Lewis XIII and Charles 1, for the reftitution of New
France, Acadia, and Canada, which being carried into exe-
cution, : '

Oliver Cromwell took Acadia from the French, and held it
during his life.

By a treaty of peace concluded at Breda, King Charles 11
agreed to reftore Acadia to the French King, and in the year
1670 reftored the fame, extending it by his determination to
the river Ponobfcor.

The MajJachuferts colony, with a proper naval and land
force commanded by Sir #illiam Phips, reduced Port Royal,
and all Vova Scotia, or Acadia, to the obedience of King
William and Queen Mary.

By
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By the treaty of peace concluded at Ry/wick between the kings sep tem. 10
1637,

William 111. and Lewis XIV. it was agreed, that mutual refti-
tution thould be made of all the ccuntries, forts, and colo-
nies, taken by each party during the war ; whereupon Nova
Scotia was again reftored to the French.

General Nicholfon, with forces {ent from England, affifted
by others raifed by the Maffachufetts colony, reduced all
WNova Scotia, or Acadia to the obedience of queen Anne.

By the treaty of peace concluded at Utrecht, the French
king yielded and made over to the queen of Grear-Britain
and her crown for ever, ¢ all Nova Scotia, or Acadia, with
‘¢ its antient boundaries, and that in fuch ample manner and
¢ form, that the fubje@s of the moft Chriftian king thould
““ thereafter be excluded from all kind of fithing in the feas,
““ bays, and other places on the coafts of NVova Scotia, that
‘¢ Is to fay, on thofe which lie towards the caft within thirty
“ leagues, begining from the ifland commonly called Sab/le
‘““ inclufively, and thence ftretching along towards the
“8.W.”  But the French having from time to time taken
every method their policy could dicate for gaining as large
portions as poflible of the Newfoundland and Nova Scotia
fitheries, to the prejudice of the E#glifb in point of their an-
tient right, their commerce and naval power, by their talents
in negotiation, and the ftate of the Engli/b councils, they
now prevailed fo far over the Eng/i/h minifters as to obtaina

ceflion of Cape Breton, though part of Nova Scotia, with .

the iflands in the gulph and mouth of the river St. Laurence,
and exprefs liberty to fortify any place or places there, toge-
ther with liberty to catch fith and dry them on that part of
Newfoundland extending from Cape Bonaviffa to the North
part of the ifland, and thence weftward to Point Riche.

The original right of the Englib to Newfoundland and
Acadia, with the adjacent iflands, {eas, and fitheries, was
acquired under the authority of king Henry VII. by the
Cabots, who difcovered thefe countries, with the continent

extending from the 56th or 58th to the 28th degree of North
- C latitude,

3
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latitude, having, as the learned Buzrigarius, the popes legate
in Spain, informs us, refrefhed themfelves at Newﬁ.zmdlaﬂa’,
this difcovery being made before the Spaniards had difcovered
there was a continent in the new world. The Portuguefe,
Spanifb, and French fithermen reforted to Newfoundland be-
fore any government was eftablithed by the Englifb there,
which took place in the year 1583, when Sir Humphry Gil-
bert, to ule the words of Parmenius, who accompanied him,
has regiones in_fuams et reoni Anglie poffeffionem poteftatemque
verdicavit, latis quibufdam legibus de religione & obfequio re-
gine Anglice.  Mr. Hayes, captain and owner of the Golden
Hinde, rear admiral of Sir Humphreys fleet, informs us, that
the thips, as well Engli/b as ftrangers, which fithed on the
coaft, were taxed at an eafy rate to {fupply their wants, and
that Sir Humphrey ¢ fignified unto all men, that from that
¢ time forward they fhould take the fame land as a territory
¢ appertaining to the queen of England, and himfelf autho-
““ rized under her majefty to poflefs and enjoy it, and to or-
“ dain laws for the government thereof, agreeable ({fo near
‘¢ as conveniently might be) unto the laws of Ezgland, under
¢« which all people coming thither thereafter, either to inha-
‘¢ bit, or by way of traflic, fhould be fubjected and governed.
““ And cfpecially at the fame time for a begining, he pofed
“ and delivered three laws to be in force immediately. That
“1is to fay, the firft for religion, which in public exercife
¢ thould be according to the church of England. The 2d
“ for maintenance of her majeftys right and poffeflion of
““ thofe territories, againft which, if any thing were attempted
¢ prejudicial, the party or parties offending fhould be ad-
“judged and executed as in cafe of high treafon, according
““ to the laws of England. The 3d, if any perfon fhould
‘“ utter words {founding to the dithonour of her majefty, he
““ thould lofe his ears, and have his thip and goods confif-
““ cated :”’ and that he afterwards ere@ed there the arms of
England. Before this tranfa&ion ¢ the Englifb merchants
““ commanded all there,” proceeding, the author fuppofes,

according
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according to tlieir difcretion, as theoccafions of the trade and
fithery required. Captain /7, hitbourne, in a treatife publithed
by order of the lords of the council, and rccon#mcnde@ by
king Fames and them, in order to incite his mjeitys fub-
je&s to promote the fettlement of Newfrand.and, intorms us,
that he was prefent at Sir Humphrey Giilerss authoritative
proceeding there in 1583, and that about two ycars uiter,
making another veyage thither, he was there ¢ when (to
<« ufe his own words) one Sir Bernard Drate, of Dovinjlise,
¢ knight, came thither with a commiflion, and having divers
¢ good fhips under his command, he there took many Por-
“ tugal thips laden with fith and train-oil, and brought them
¢ into England as prizes.”

In the reign of king Fames 1. {everal colonies were de-
figned, and in part eftablithed in NVewfornaland, many per-
fons being at great expenfe deduced thither by the earl of
WNorthampton, and others his aflociates, to whom the king
granted ¢¢ all thofe countries, lands, and iflands, commonly
““ called Newfoundland, fituate between 46 and 52 degrees
¢¢ of northerly latitude,” by lord Faxlkland, when command-
ing in Ireland 5 by Sir George Calvert ; by Dr. Pawglan,
and others ; the two perfons laft named having refided there
{fome time.

Captain W hitbourne, in his approved treatife, fays, ¢ In
““ the year 1615 I returned again to Newfoundland, carrying
¢ with me a commiffion out of the high court of admiralts,
‘“ authorizing me to impannel juries, and to make enquiry
“upon oath of fundry abufes and diforders co . mited
¢ amongft fithermen yearly upon that coaft, and of the fiteft
‘“ means to redrefs the fame, with fome other points having
‘¢ a more particular relation to the office of the lord admiral.”
Afterwards in the difcourfe he informs the king, that in the
month of June, in 77ty bay, he began to the ufe of his ma-
jefty to execute his commiffion ; by precept called the mafters
of the Engli/b (hips that were near thereunto--that in other har-.
bours he did the like--that the juries impannelled were com-

pofed
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pofed of 170 mafters of fhips--that by their prefentments under
their hands and feals they prefented fun(;l,ry abufes commlted
in the fithery, which prefentments at his return he delivered
into the high court of admiralty. .

Bithop Burnet+t, after obferving that the Englifb, from king
Henry 7th’s time, had always pretended that the right to
Newfoundland was in the crown of England, fays, The
< French had leave given them in Charles Ift's time to fith
¢¢ there, paying tribute as an acknowledgment of that 1icen.ce.:
¢ it is true they carried this much further during the civil
“ wars ; and this grew to a much greater heighth in the
¢ reign of king Charles 11. but in king #illiams time an a&
¢ of parliament pafled afferting the right of the crown to
¢« Newfoundlarid, laying open the trade thither to all the fub-
“ je@ts of Great-Britain, with a pofitive and conftant exclu-
“ fion of all aliens and foreigners.” What relates to this
matter is thus exprefled in the aé&. ¢ Whereas the trade of
““ and fithing at NVewfoundland is a beneficial trade to this
¢ kingdom, not only in the employing great numbers of fea-
¢ men and fhips, and exporting and confuming great quan-
““ ties of provifions and manufacures of this realm, whereby
“ many tradefmen and poor artificers are kept at work, but
““ alfo in bringing into this nation, by returns of the effeéts
< of the faid fithery from other countries, great quantities of
““ wine, oil, plate, iron, wool, and fundry other ufeful com-
¢ modities, to the encreafe of his majeftys revenue, and the
¢ encouragement of trade and navigation : Be it enated by
¢ the kings moft excellent majefly, by and with theadvice and
¢ confent of the lords {piritual and temporal, and commons in
¢ this prefentpailiament affembled, and by theauthority of the
¢“ frmz, That from henceforth it thall and may be lawful for
“ all his majeftys fubjeéts refiding within this his realm of
¢« Engiczd, or the dominions thereunto belonging, trading,
¢ cr that fhall trade, to Newfoundland, and the {eas, rivers,
1 ke:, creeks, harbours, in or about Newfoundland, or any

of
+ Hiftory of his own t'm-, vol. 2. p. 61q.
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<« of the iflands adjoining or adjacent thereunto, to have,
« ufe, and enjoy the free trade and traffic, and art of
¢ merchandize and fithery to and from Newfoundland, and
¢ peaceably to have, ufe, and enjoy the freedom of taking
¢ bait, and fithing in any of the rivers, lakes, creeks,
¢ harbours, or roads, in or about Newfoundland, or any
¢ of the faid iflands, for the curing, faltmg, drying, and
¢¢ hufbanding of their fith, and for making of oil, and to
¢ cut down wood and trees there for building and making
¢ or repairing of ftages, fhip-rooms, trainfats, hurdles,
¢ fhips, boats, and other neceflaries for themfelves and
¢ their fervants, feamen and fithermen, and all other
¢ things which may be ufeful or advantageous to their
¢ fithing trade, as fully and freely as at any time hereto-
¢ fore hath been ufed or enjoyed there by any of the fub-
¢ Je&s of his majeftys predeceflors, without any hindrance,
¢ interruption, denial or difturbance of or from any perfon
“ or perfons whatfoever; and that no alien or flranger
““ whatfoever (not refiding within the kingdom of England,
““ dominion of #ales, or town of Berwick upon Tweed)
¢ fhall at any time hereafter take any bait, or ufe any fort
¢ of trade of fithing whatfoever in Newﬁzmd/cmd, or in
“ any of the faid iflands or places above-mentioned.”*

After this ratification of the Engli/h right to Newfound-
land, with the adjacent feas, iflands and fifhery made by
the king and parliament, who doubtlefs duly confidered all
former tranfacions refpecting the fame, whereof part was
probably better known to tifem than at prefent, it is need-
lefs to obferve that the licence given by king Charles I.
to the French to fith there, paying tribute, was in its na-
ture controllable, and declaratory of the Eﬂgl /b right;
that the encroachments made by the French in our civil
wars, and in the reign of king Charles II. much aug-
mented, gave them no juft right, and that the indulgence
or inattention of the Eng/ifb in particular early or fubfe-
quent times gave to the Portuguefe, Spaniards, or French no

D juft
* yoth and 11th Will, 3d, Cap. 23.
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juft permanent claim, though the like-pretenfions; or that
the value of Newfoundland to the Englifb depends on their
enjoyment of the fithery: And, in farther illuftration of
the injurious nature of thefe ceflions, made by the Utrecht
treaty, let us remember that in the year 1717 the houfe of
commons declared that by them ¢ that beneficial branch
¢« of trade always efteemed the great fupport of the naval
<« power, and the chief nurfery of the feamen of Greas
“ Britain, was yielded up to the fubjeés of France.”

The war concluded by the treaty complained of was
waged by the queen of Greas-Britain, and her numerous
allies, in order effectually to prevent the union of the French
and Spanifb monarchies, in the courfe whereof the queen
caufed it to be reprefented to the French king that < all the
¢« powers of Europe were equally perfuaded that it was for
¢ their gencral intereft, and for their common fecurity, to
¢« continue a war whereof no one could forfee the end, ra-
¢ ther than to be expofed to behold the fame prince become
‘“ one day mafter of two monarchies fo powerful as thofe of
““ France and Spain.” Yetalthough the confederatearms were
favoured with fuch unparalelled fucceffes asexceeded even their
own hopes, and the fears of theenemy, and by many fignal vic-
tories and conquefts, and great advantages obtained by fea as
wellasland, with ¢ the wifdom and unanimity of theircounfels,
¢ the glory of the confederate arms, and the reputation of
““ Great-Britain in particular, was raifed to an higher pitch
‘ than in any former age,” the Britj/b minifters in conclu-
fion acquiefced in meer paper {emarations of the two monar-
chies, and inftead of maintaining the Brsti/b right to the
American fithery, as national juftice and found policy re-
quired, by thefe ceflions in favour of France they gave fuch
a grievous wound to the naval power of their country as
other minifters have not, even with the aid of more impor-
tant and glorious {uccefles, fince healed.

The French afterwards improved their fithing trade with
fo great diligence that it maintained them 27000 men, and

produced
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produced them yearly fifh and oil to the amount of a millien
fterling, or thereabouts, befides the benefits of other trades
depending on the fithery, the fithermen in courfe becoming
feamen ; and to increale this nurfery as far as poffible the
whole was put and kept under the wifeft regulations, fur-
pafling the provifions of the Englifh, whofe whole cod fi-
thery, including that of WNew England, employed at the
{fame time but about half the number of men. The account
of the French filhery was taken with great care in the year
1745, after the {fuccefs of the Cape Breron expedition, by a
gentleman extremely well qualified for this fervice, under the
prefent authors infpe&ion, who clofed with his own hand
the original fent to the government, which he prefumes now
lyes in fome of the public offices.---That all nations are
powerful at fea in proportion to their concern in the fithin
trade is an ancient maxim, and it is fubmited to the intel-
ligent to declare how far the French fleets employed in our
two late wars were maned by feamen raifed out of that fi-
{hery which of right belonged to the Englifb, and how far
the continued pofleffion of the whole would have profited
them in point of commerce and naval ftrength; after ob-
{erving that in common political calculation it has been fup-
pofed to exceed in value to a maritime power all the treafures
of Mexico and Peru.

Having ftated the proceedings relative to Vova Scotia and
WNewfoundland, let us return to the war begun by France in
1744. Her defigns to reduce Nova Scotia this year being
fruftrated by the Maffachufetts {fuccours, Monf. Du Vivier,
who took Canfo, and befieged Annapolis, proceeded with
Monf. De /e Bras and others to France, to concert meafures
for the reducion of Nova Scotia, the ravage of the Englib
fithery, and the farther profecution of the war, The
French minifters approving this defign fix or feven fhips of
war were prepared, and difpatched in the fpring, with
Mon{. Dx Vivier and others, whereby NVova Scotia and the
Englb fithery would have been broughtinto extreme dan ggr;

ut
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but being informed in their paflage that Cape Breton was
taken by the Englifh, who had a ftrong {quadron there, they
returned.

The provincial merits and hardfhips, with the public be-
nefits of the Cape Breton expedition having been reprefented
with care and authenticity to the parliament and the pub-
lic, it may here fufhice to fay that by it Vova Scotiz and the
Englifb fithery were preferved, and other dangers to their
trade and territories averted, the city of Louifbourg, de-
fended by an hundred cannon mounted, befides one battery
of twenty-eight guns, 42 pounders, and two 18 pounders,
and another of thirty cannon, 28 pounders, with all its
dependencies, taken from the enemy, their fithery was
broken up, and their trade and navigation {fuffered, ufeful
information was gained for making future conquefts, and
the Englifhb were in no {mall degree enabled to conclude a
peace after waging, with their allies, an unfuccefsful war
in other parts---That the Maffachuferss province, who
{olely undertook, and chiefly maintained this expedition,
brought by it a fharp war into their own borders from
the French at Canada, and their Indign allies, and great
diftrefs arifing various ways was feveral years the fruit of
their expedition; the fenfe of their fufferings being aggra-
vated by confidering that ruin would have been their por-
tion if it had failed of fuccefs, of which there was great
danger at the departure of the troops without the expeced
naval force, as the matter appeared to the author, who
then offered to go with them; and the naval force which
at length arrived came by royal order, given upon re-
ceiving Mr. Shirleys fifth letter of information, four fimi-
lar letters being taken by the enemy; and Louifbourg was
in a good meafure reduced by 42lb. ball, carried from
Bofton, and fired out of the enemies cannon taken in their.
grand battery.

The French after their loffes and difapointments in this
qQuarter provided armaments from time to time for taking

Nova
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Nova Scotia, whereof the chief was commanded by Dulic
D’ Anville, whofe {quadron was 1ntended to be joined by
four capital thips from Martinigue. The firange and un-
forefeen difafters of this fquadron were deemed by our mi-
nifters a great providential deliverance of Neva Scotic, and
all the enemies defigns againft it proved ﬁmtlcfa, alt uough
the inhabitants were French by birth or defcent, by religion,
language, cuftoms, and many by inclination, ond the Tn-
dians under French influence; fo that this nmportant pro-
vince had no interior ftrength for its fafcty, faving the
weak fort and garrifon of Arnapolis.

In the year 1746, purfuant to the direGions of the Kings
minifters, certain meafures were propofed by the author,
and afterwards by him in conjunétion with Sir Peres /0 -
7en and Lieutenant Governcur Clarke for {ecuring Nova
Scotia, end promoting the Britifb intereflt in Auerica: thole
which related to Nova Scotia were approved, but not cx-
ecuted, whofe execution, the author has ever been per-
fuaded, would- have® prevented the hoftile invafions of
WNova Scotia by France which a&ually began the laft war.

France having, by the treaty concluded at Aix la Clu polle
in O&. 17438, obtained reftitution of Cape Breton her mi-
nifters {oon formed and began to execute a defign to divide
and impair the Brizifh /fﬂzemmﬂ empire, ard to enable her
{arther to diftrefs their trade and fithery, by extending her
territories from the river Canada through the main land to
the Atlantic ocean, weftward as far as “the river Kenmchock,
and eaftward {o as to include all the main land of Nov.
Scotia, leaving to the Englifh only part of the pcnmfula
for the illuftration whercof, with other matters, a map is
hereto annexed: and altLough Nova Scetia had {o oiten
paffed from nation to nation, the pretenfions of France
amounted to this, that Greas Britain was to hold by the
laft ceflion made to her only a {mall part of the fame
country which had paflfed to Frosce by former celiions,
Having clready obferved that all Nova Seccria or Acadia,
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with its ancient boundaries, was ceded by the Urrecht treaty
to Great Britain, let us here add that when this country
was firlt named Nova Scotia the following boundaries were
given to it in the grant to Sir William Alexander, to wit,
¢ all and fingular the lands of the continent, and the
« tflands in America within Cape Sable, lying in forty-three
¢ degrees north latitude, or thereabouts; thence along the
¢« coaft to St. Marys bay, and thence pafling northward
¢ by a right line acrofs the gulph or bay now called Fundy
*¢ to the river St. Croix, and to the remoteft weftern {pring-
¢« head of the fame; whence by an imaginary line con~
¢« ceived to run through the land northward to the next
¢ road of thips, river, or {pring difcharging itfelf into the
great river of Canada, and proceeding thence eaftward
¢ along the fhores of the fea of the faid river of Canada to
¢ the road, haven, or fhore, commonly called Ga/pé, and
thence fouth eaftward [verfus euronotum] to the iflands.
called Baccalaos or Cape Breton, leaving the faid iflands
“ on the right, and the gulph of faid great river of Canada,
‘¢ and the lands of Newfoundland, with the iflands to thofe
¢ lands pertaining, on the left; and thence to the pro-
montory of Cape Breton aforefaid, lying near or about
“ the latitude of forty-five degrees, and from the faid pro-
¢« montory of Cape Breton towards the fouth and weft to
¢ the aforefaid Cape &able, where the perambulation
‘“ began,” |

Thefe are the ancient boundaries of Nova Scotia, afcer-
tained with greater precifion than is common in the ancient
American grants, from which, with other matters of public
notoriety, it is evident, without more faying, that this
new, ftrange conftru&ion of the ceflion made to Grear
Britain by the Utrecht treaty was incompatible with the
plain fenfe and {fpirit of it, with the fenfe of all parties
concerned in holding or transfering this country in former
times, and the fenfe of the parties concerned at and from
the time of making it, until this new political pretenfe
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was devifed, through the want of a better, to fupport the
injurious and hoftile defigns of France, who without mak-
ing any previous demand upon Grear Britain founded on:
this new pretenfe invaded the weftern part of this province,
uninhabited except by Indians devoted to her fervice, with
a military force confifting of a captain with a {mall com-
pany of regulars difpatched from Quebec, who coming down
the river of St. Fobn, whereon Monf. De la Tour formerly
built the fort aforcmentioned, and encreafing from time to
time in their number, advances and operations, at length
attacked and defeated a confiderable party of the Englib,
and in confequence took a large interiour part of the
country, with an important pafs. Complaint being made
of this hoftility by the Engl/ifb to the court of France,
Monf. Puyfeux, their minifter, declared upon his word
as a gentleman, and not as a minifter, that they had
not given orders for it; whereupon enquiry being di-
re@ly made by the author, whether they would reftore
the country taken by it, no anfwer was made; but,
inftead of redrefling this and other the moft flagrant
outrages, the French continuing their devices and their
violence, with the aid of ‘their Indians, by the force
and terror of their arms, took, commanded and held
{feveral years a great part of an Englfb country to
which they had no more right than to any part of
England, and laid the reft under feveral fires.----That
thefe hoftilities did conftitute a war de fafo upon the
Englifb the author conceives common fenfe deciares,
and that the party war'd upon without denunciation
may make their beft defence without any: but the con-
du& of the Englih herein having been cenfured, let us
cite the words of Grosius. ¢ By the law of nature,
‘“ where force is repel’d by force, there no denounc-
“ ing of war is required. And this is what Srbene-
“ Jaidas the Ephorus pleads in Thucydides, There is
“ 7m0 difputing with words and arguments when we bave

 been
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< Jecnt injured by them otherwife than in words.  And
«“ Latizus obfetves in Dionyfius of Halicarnaffus, who-
«“ ever is attacked defends himfelf immediately againft
¢ the agreflor. And as Aelian out of Plato, That war made
““ t0 beat away an invader nceds no herald but nature itfelf.
«« Hence Dion Chryfoftom oblerves, many wars are made with-
““ out demouncing. Neither does Livy blame Menippus, An-
““ tiochus general, for any thing but that he had killed cer-
¢ tain Romans when no war had been denounced, and when
¢ they had heard nothing of the drawing of a {word,
¢ or any bloodfhed; thereby implying that if either
¢ of thefe had been done it might have juftified
« the fa&.”* To which let us add that the war
whereby king Philip of Spain intended with his invin-
cible armada to conquer England was never denounced,
and that no denunciation was made of our firft Dutch war
in the reign of Charles 11.

It is proper to be remembered that the French claim,
invented to fupport their invafion, which being evidently
void of juftice, and founded in mere fophiftry, was an in-
fult upon the underftanding of the Bri#ifb nation, did not
appear till a confiderable time after the a®ual invafion, and
the information given of it to the Brizifb minifters, who pre~
fering negotiation to repulfion, dilatory difcufions of the
groundlefs pretenfions of France took place at Paris whilft
her invafion went on with fuccefs in Nova Scotia 3 and en-
couraged by it the invaded the interiour part of the Britifh
American dominion, that is, part of the ancient country
of the five nations, the fovercignty whereof was hy them
and the treaty of Utrecht eftablifhed in the crown of Grear-
Britain. This invafion would moft probably have been pre-
vented if the propofals made in 1746 had taken place : butin-
vafion being added to invafion the Britifb government made
ule of forceagainft the agoreffors.

‘The MafJachufests colony faw the invafion of the neigh-
bouring province of Nova Scotiz with concern from the be-

. ' ‘ gining
Rights of /7'ar and Peace, B. 111, Ch. 3. § 6.
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gining, but without {pecial authority they could not repel
the invaders ; all that lay in their power they did, which
was to follicit their repulfion from time to time by their
agent, and yet the war begun by thefe invafions, with its
expenfes, has been charged to the account of the colonies,
who became fo great fufferers by it. This charge {fuppofes
that the colonies are not entitled to the right of protection,
a right belonging to the fubje@s of every ftate : they were
moreover planted to firetch out the bounds of the Engl/b
dominion, not to change the nature of it, being by their
inftitution members of the body politic; and although
through political miftakes refpecting them great feuds and
difficulties have arifen between this kingdom and them, it
is to be hoped that ere long, by wifer counfels, a good a-
greement will be reftored, and the colonies ever remain ho-
nourable and ufeful members of the ftate.----To reftore
and perpetuate the perfect union of the colonies with their
mother country is an obje® worthy of the nobleft minds.
Shall France and Spain, in manifeft repugnance to the {pi-
rit of their feparation, purchafed with fo much blood and
treafure, unite in family compa& againft us, and fhall the
family of Britain be divided, whofe feverance would f{o
far endanger the whole? and after fo long deliberation
are we ftill unable to heal thofe divifions which the want of
wifdom caufed ? Britifb America forms one of the chief
illars of the ftru&ure of our naval empire, and fhall we
fuffer the foundation to be fapd by our improvidence? A
grave judicious author in the laft century obferved that
fome of the fenators in a certain ftate would venture upon
paffing a law to fortell the confequence of it two hundred
years after. How far our forefight falls fhort of this is no-
torious, To make proper laws tor diftant countries ever re-
quired great wifdom, and the beft information, with a pa-
tient hearing of the parties, free from prejudice, which de-
praves all counfels; and that {olid union which the prefent
dangers and the future ftrength and comfort of the ftate re-
F quire,
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quire, the author prefumes, can only be ff)und in univerfal
juftice and equal focial liberty, whofe public benefits furpafs
all refinement.

The confent of the people, in this kingdom and the co-
lonies, hath been difregarded of late by fome of our politi-
cians, who are more inclined to force in their hands, and
fear in the breafts of their fellow-fubjed&s, than to their
efteem and affeion, the beft foundation and fupport of
human government. This egregious error caufed the re-
volt of the inhabitants of a neighbouring country, with
that long continued war whereby Spain {uffered fo great
lofles, difgrace, and diminution of ftrength irrecoverable.
The anceftors of thefe men ‘were in former times thus go-
verned. ¢ The care of the common-wealth was in the
¢« nobles and commonalty. In fome places there was a
¢ third ftate, of the clergy. Thefe being by legations af-
¢ {embled when neceflary were confulted upon the moft
¢ important affairs 3 nor wizhout the confent of all could
¢ tributes be impofed, the ftate of affairs changed, or even
¢ the value of the coin altered; fo cautious were they
¢« when their princes were good to prevent their becomin
¢ evil : the moft noble and excellent citizens adminiftred the
¢« public ofhces, and the common-wealth being thus re-
¢« gulated the public affairs were for a long time conduéted
« with equal right;”* wherefore we are not to wonder
that their defcendants could not bear the feverities of Philip
11. who with his officers differed {fo far in fentiment from
their fupporter queen Elizabeth, and her able minifters ; of
which difference it may fuffice at prefent to give an extra&
from an eflay ¢ On the ftate and government of the king-
“ dom of England,” written in the year 1565, by this
queens ambafladour at the court of France, the manufcript
whereof was given by the late prince de Condé to the count
de Bethune, and publifhed at the Hague in the year 1744,
to wit, < Nos rops, declarex telx par la grace de Dieu; et
““ le commun confentement du peuple, ne recognoiffent ny empe-

L. reur.
* Grotii Annales de rehie Raloicric Tih -
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S reur, ny pape, ny quelgues autres princes que [¢ [oit, comme
 tenant ou relevant d’eux mefines. Our Kings, declared
¢ fuch by the grace of God, and the common confent of
¢ the people, acknowledge ncither emperour, nor pope, nor
‘¢ any other princes whatfoever, as holding or relevant of
¢« themfelves.”

Philip de Cemines, refle@ing on the government of
princes, afketh this plain queftion, ¢ Is there any king or
¢ prince upon earth who has power to raife one penny of
‘¢ money, except his demeans, without the confent of the
¢¢ poor {fubje&t who is to pay it, but by tyranny and vio-
¢ lence?’*

Mr. Locke, in his ¢ Effay concerning the true original,
¢ extent, and end of civil government,” fays that ¢ go-
¢ vernment, into whatfoever hands it is put, being en-
¢¢ trufted with this condition, and for this end, that men
““ might have and fecure their properties, the prince or
¢ fenate, however it may have power to make laws for the
¢ regulating of property between the {fubje¢ts one amongft
¢ another, yet can never have a power to take to them-
¢« felves the whole or any part of the f{ubjedts property
¢¢ without their own confent; for this would be in effet
¢ to leave them no property at all.”’+

Our pofitive public men feem perfuaded that there is no
fuch thing as a law of laws; but on the contrary that there
is in every ftate an uncontrolled unlimited power, decifive,
dire&ive, and coercive; whereas the law of nature is uni-
verfal and immutable. Could this the permanent law of
God, by whom kings reign and princes decree juftice, be
taken away by man the world would become a chaos of
confufion: the fenfe of it may indeed be obfcured by evil
cuftoms, ambition, or other violent paflions, or by the
crafty delufions of political or other infamous expofitors,
but in extent, equity and duration, as well as indifpenfable
obligation, it is infinite. Upon this law the allegiance of
the Britifb fubjeés to their King, and their chief focial

_ rights
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rights are founded, and upon it among bthers the right of
audience refts. No man, or order of men, can judge of
that which never was expofed to their judgment; yet {fome
men are enclined to judge and determine the moft impor-
tant matters wherein others are deeply concerned wholly by
their own faés and reafonings, of which truly they may
find illuftrious examples in Xerxes the Perfian, and Philsp
of Spain.

The honour and profperity of the Brizifb nation were
deeply concerned in the begining, progrefs and conclufion
of the laft war, wherein the various events of their policy
and prowefs will to the lateft ages entertain and f{urprize all
nations, whofe admiration will in courfe arife when they
{hall fee them in the former part of this century obtain {o
great renown by their arms on the continent of Ewrope,
and in the middle of the fame century call foreign troops
at different times into their ifland, to defend its numerous
martial inhabitants againft expe&ted foreign invaders; when
they fhall {ee the fame people in the late war after fuffering
lofs and difgrace in the diftant part of their empire, on
changing their minifters, rife up in fo fhort time from a ftate
of diftrefs to the higheft pitch of glory in all parts of the
globe, and adding victory to vi&ory by fea and land, pre-
vail over their enemies in all quarters, drive them out of
the firongeft holds that art and nature could form, and
feize the great fources of their foreign commerce and naval
power; when after fo great f{uccefs they fhall fee them on
another change of minifters negotiate and conclude that
peace which now comes to be confidered.

The injuftice of France, who began the war in time of
profound peace, without the leaft caufe ; the injuftice of. Spain,
who joined with her in order to fupport it; the dangers we
efcaped, the debts we contratted, and the advantages we
gained, with our future fecurity, required an adequate peace.
This Great Britain by the principles of natural juftice and
felf-prefervation had good right to demand from conquered

cnemies
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enemies unjuftly combined againft her in peace and war, and
every motive that could infpire the nobleft minds called
upon her minifters to make the beft ufe of the advantages
gained in the courfe of the war, which confidered in num-
ber and value exceeded all example, in otder to eftablith her
naval empire on the moft folid foundations poflible ; an em-
pire inits extenfive nature moft glorious, and beft adapted to
an infular free ftate for promoting the public honour and
fervice, without endangering by its force the public liberty ;
and the Awmerican fithery being one of the brighteft jewels
belonging to the Britifh crown, to reftore and fix it there
when in the hands of our minifters would have promoted
the lafting honour of their prince, and the welfare of their
country ; whereas they did not by the preliminary articles of
peace, figned at Fowntainbleau in November 1762, {ecure
even the exclufive fithery upon the coaft of Nova Scotia,
which had been fecured by the Urrechr treaty. By the fub-
fequent definitive treaty of peace, concluded at Paris in
February following, as well as by the preliminary articles,
it was agreed, That the fubje&s of France {hould have li-
berty of fithing and drying on part of the coafts of the
ifland of Newfoundland, as {pecified in the 13th article of
the treaty of Utzrechz, which article was renewed and con-
firmed by that treaty, except what related to Cape Britzon,
and the other iflands and coafts in the mouth and gulph of
St. Laurence ; and his Britannic majefty confented to leave
to the French {ubje@s liberty of fifhing in the gulph St.
Laurence, provided they did not fith but at three leagues
diftance from all the coafts belonging to Greaz-Britain, as
well thofe of the continent as of the iflands fituated in the
gulph. As to the fifhery on the coafts of Cape Brizton
ifland out of the gulph, they fhould not fifh but at fifteen
leagues diftance : after which the treaty alone contains this
further agreement, ¢ That the fithery on the coafts of
¢« Neva Scotia or Acadia, and every where elfe out of the
¢ faid gulph, fhall remain on the foot of former treaties.”

G The
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The fithery on the coaft of Nova Scotia we have feen was
{ecured to the Englifb by the Utzrechr treaty ; but the de-
claration in general terms that the fifhery every where elfe
out of the gulph fhall remain on the foot of former treaties
is ftrange and irreconcileable by the author with national
juftice and found policy.- Dolus verfatur in generalibus, and
it isan approved maxim among politicians, that in making
treaties of peace the conquerour fhall ufe precifion, and the
conquered general expreflion, if practicable, which may
admit of his future explanation; and the groundlefs pre-
tenfions of the French which caufed the war plainly required
{pecial care on our part in this behalf, in order to fecure our
rights, and prevent future contefts and wars. Upon confi-
deration it appears to the author that the defign of the mi-
nifters of France was by thefe general words to renew the
treaty made with her by king Fames I in the year 1686,
whereby it was agreed, ¢ That both kings thould have and
““ retain to themfelves all the dominions, rights and preemi-
¢ nences in the American feas, roads, and other waters
““ whatfoever, in as full and ample manner as of right be-
¢ longed to them, and in fuch manner as they then pof-
¢ fefled the fame. And therefore the fubjeds, inhabitants,
‘“ merchants, commanders of fhips, mafters and mariners
¢ of the kingdom, provinces, and dominions of each king
¢ refpectively fhould abftain and forbear to trade and fith
¢ in all the places poflefled, or which fhould be poffeffed, by
“ one or the other party in America;” this treaty being
calculated on the part of France to fecure her paft and
future encroachments. We have feen what great encroach-
ments the French from time to time made upon the fithery,
e{pecially in the reign of king Charles 1I. encouraged by this
fuccefs, fome fhort time before making the treaty with king
James, Monl. de Meules, intendant of New France, by
letter to the king tramfmited propofals for making France
fole miftrefs of the cod; and the French defigns, it is pre-
fumed, now were by the revival of this treaty to obtain a

con-
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confirmation of their various encroachments. The right to
the fifhery includes a right to the banks whereon the fith
feed and are caught; and as the whole belonged originally
to the Engli/b, the former treaties, {fuppofed to relate to all
the undefcribed parts of it, if any fuch there be, ought to
have been afcertain’d; but in that cafe the injurious revival
of King Fames treaty would have been confpicuous. Our
minifters moreover were f{o improvident, that after again
placing the French on the eaftern and weftern triangular
fides of the capital ifland of Newfoundiand, they did not
preferve the coaft of the fouth fide free and entire, but, on
the contrary, through their management, two adjacent
iflands, parts of the new found land, were now ceded in
full right to the French King, for the ufe of his fithermen,
and his military police, fo worthy of our adoption, in ma-
nifeft repugnance to the ancient right of the Eng/i/h, con-
firmed by the ftatute of the 1oth and r1th Will. IIl.  An
ample difquifition of this ftrange ceflion, confidered in its
nature, relations, and example, would require more time
than the author can at prefent fpare; and it is evident that
the voluntary difmembring or cuting off part of an efta-
blithed empire, and thus transfering what is held by one
prince antiguo jure coronae to another, is a matter of great
moment, and- that it is neceflary to prince and people to
underftand and remember by what right the feveral parts of
an empire are held.

King Fames 1. was defirous that the kingdom of Ireland
fhould be held of his empire as King, and not of the do-
minion of the crown, of England; upon which point he
confulted Mr. Selden. The Englifb plantations from their
primary exiftence were held of this dominion, being united
and incorporated with England, as the records and public
acts relating to them and their fettlement clearly fhew; and
our colonies were not only at all times free, and held gpzimo
jure, but for fome time paft, by force of the ftatute * in
this cafe provided, they have had the peculiar power of

com-
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communicating freedom to aliens, who by living there a
certain time, under certain regulations and limitations,
become in effe® natural born fubje@s of Great Britain.

With refpe& to the iflands of St. Fincent and Dominica,
to mention no others at prefent, upon careful confideration
of their ftate preceding and fubfequent to the late war, it
appears clearly to the author that they are now of right
parcel of the dominion of the crown of Great Britain;
that the Kings minifters having miftaken the right whereby
his Majefty holds the fame, they have grafted the power
of taxation by prerogative royal upon their own error; that
their plea of conqueft will by no means warrant, although
it may in fome meafure palliate their proceeding, which
for the fake of his Majefty’s honour, and the welfare of
kis fubje@®s, who, with their eftates, would be in fuch a
precarious and defpicable condition in cafe thefe iflands
were held by this new tenure, and for the common good
and right of the whole empire, whofe entirety ought ever
to be preferved, is fubmited to the farther confideration of
thofe to whom it helongs. In point of example no man
can foretel where this dangerous and injurious proceeding, if
not reverfed, will end. Famaica was conquered by Cror-
well, who after runing his fword through Magna Charta
ftiled himfelf the invincible Lord ProteGor of England.
But, as the Gallic Polybius and Mr. Locke, of immortal
memory, have informed us what it is to take the fubjes
property without their confent, fo one of the ableft lawyers
that have appeared in Weftminfler Hall, and fat in the
Houfe of Lords, gave his opinion, as the author hath been
well informed, to this effe&, that although this ifland was
gained by the fword, they who fhould rule their fellow-
fubjeds fettled there by the fword ought to fuffer under the
ax. We have already feen the fword unfheathed without
warrant by law or conftitution, and the do&rine of the
fword advanced with impunity; and all the fubje@s in the
Britifb empire having one common right, it behoves us to

prevent :
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prevent the eftablifhment of tenure by the fword in any
part of it. Principiis obffa is doubtlefs the beft maxim
where the public right is violated or endanger’d; for they
who have faid A, if not prevented, will foon fay B, and in
time, themfelves or their followers, will go through the
whole alphabet.

By the partition of the neutral iflands it hath been fup-
pofed that we gained great advantages; whereas Irench
policy in this cafe really prevailed over our right, our in-
tereft, and our honour. St. Lucia was of great importance
by reafon of its fituation relative to the other Caribbee
iflands, Englifb and French, more efpecially by its vicinity
to Martinique; and by reafon of its good bays and harbours,
of which the chief, called the Little Careenage, {o named
from its convenience for careening fhips, and where great
uumbers may lye fafe at all times, is the moft commodious
in all the Caribbee iflands, and in time of war might well
{erve as a place of rendezvous for the Kings fhips appointed
to check the armaments at Mar#inique, and the ravages of
our trade by the French cruizers. A much lefs advantage
may be mentioned, which is that after the defeat of the
duke of Montagues intended fettlement it was computed
this ifland might in few years by its produ& and commerce
have ylelded to Great Britain [ 200000 a year. Upon
examining the claims of both nations, it appears to the
author that our poffeflion of it, when our minifters agreed
to deliver it to France, to be held by her in full right, was
accompanied with a good and fair title, according to the
European mode of acquiring dominion and property in
America, and, in foro confcientiae, by the purchafe of it
from the Caribbeans, the native and true proprictors of it.

In the year 1722, his late excellent Ma_]eﬁy King George
I. granted this ifland, with the ifland of St. 27 mcem‘, to
the late duke of Mo;zmgzze, who to his great honour pro-
ceeded directly to-make a good and effetual fettlement
there, expending thereupon /40000 at leaft, the comple-

tion
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tion whereof might have happily fecured this valuable
ifland; but in the following reign it was fruftrated by the
agreement made between his Britannic Majefty and the
French King, touching the evacuation, or neutrality, of
this and the other iflands. By the confequent inftru&ion,
given on the goth of November, 1730, to Mr. Zorfeley,
captain general and governour in chief of this ifland, with
St. Pincent, Dominica and Tobago, as his predeceflors, go-
vernours of Barbadoes, had been, his Majefty declared that
he had an undoubted right to it, with the iflands St. ucent
and Dominica, and it would have been well for all the
parties concerned, if the advifers of a conquering prince,
and managers of this affair in behalf of the kingdom, had
duly confidered that when they gave their advice it was
part of the rightful poffeffions of the crown of Grear Bri-
tain, and therefore incapable of proper and rightfulfeverance
from it.

The prevailing fuppofal of our being great gainers by the
agreement of the French King that we thould retain and
hold in full right the iflands St. #incent and Dominica is a
mere political delufion. His late excellent Majefty by his
royal inftru@ion aforementioned declared he had an un-
doubted right to them, and they had paffed by grant from
the crown many years before. On the contrary his moft
Chriftian Majefty, in his mandate dated September 21, 1722,
to the chevalier de Fouguiere, governour general of the
iflands, had delared that St. Zincent ought to remain to
the Caribbeans; and by his letter to Monf. de Champigny,
governour of Martinique, dated the 26th of December,
1730, he declared that St. Pincent and Dominica belonged
to the Caribbeans, whofe pofleflion he intended to fupport.
WNil dat quod non habet, and the Fremch King having no
right to thefe iflands he could transfer none. As to Tobago,
de non apparentibus & non  exiffentibus cadem eff  ratios
and as it does not appear that the French had a right to i,
they could give us none; wherefore upon the whole we

have
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have given to them the moft valuable ifland, to which
we had good right, in exchange for their ill-grounded pre-
tenfions to the others.

To return to the northward, having fet forth the im-
paired and divided, intermingled and uncertain ftate into which
our American cod-fithery hath been various ways reduced, and
inwhichit wasleft by our miniftersat the conclufion of the late
war, let us pafs on to the ceffion made to our fovercign and the
Britifb crown of Canada and all its depcndenueo, with the
ifland of Cape B?’C"G‘ﬂ, and all the other iflands and coafts in
the gulph and river St. Lawurence. This ceflion was benefi-
cial to us, but its extent and value have been greatly mif-
taken: all the French men who became the kings fubjeéts
in confequence of it were not equal in number to the brave
men we loft in the courfe of the war; the failors, it is no-
torious, we now want for our defence againft thofe whom
we {o lately conquered, and thefe French men cannot fupply
their places; and the common perfuafion that ¢ an im-
¢ menfe terrltory hath been added to the emplrc of Great
““ Britain” 1is a moft delufive error, requiring refutation.
The French, to promote their injurious defigns had enlarged
the meaning of the word Canada, and extended it {o far as
to cover a vaft territory belonging to the Englifh, Canada
being an appellative formed of Cabo de Nada, or the Cape
of WNothing, the name given by the Spaniards to the cape at
the entrance of the country fince called €anada, and the
immenfe territory lying weftward of the ifland of Monzreal,
extending northward for the more part to the 46th degree of
north latitude, or thereabouts, and weftward as far as the
river Miffi/fipi, which is fuppofed to have belonged of right
to the French, and to have been transfered to Grear-Bri-
tain by this ceflion, did not in truth belonz to them, the
fame having long before with good right become parcel of
the dominion of the crown of England, by force of the
grand deed of furrender of thofe great conquerors the five
nations or cantons of Indians, the former fovercigns of it,

W 13



[ 28 ]

who having chofen the Exg/i/b for their prote¢ors furren-
der’d their country to them; this juft title of the Englifh
being corroborated by the treaty of Uzrecht, by which the
French king declared ¢ the five nations or cantons of In-
“ dians {ubje to the dominion of Greas-Britain,” the
boundary-line of their country runing thus ; begining at St.
Fobns falls upon the river Iroguois, called Richlien by the
French, it runs thence acrofs the great river of Jroguois or
Cadaragui, a little to the weftward of the ifle of Monzreal;
thence to the river Uzawas, along whofe banks it paffeth
into the latitude of about 46 degrees, and continues its
courfe weftward till it reaches the north end of the lake
Michigarn ; thence runing fouthward along the eaftern fhore
of that lake to itsend, it extends thence nearly in the fame
courfe till it joins I/inois river, whofe banks it accompanieth
to its fall into the Mififipi, in about 39: degrees of latitude,
1170 miles diftant from its mouth. The French had long
unjuftly maintained fome {cattered out-pofts in this country,
to protect their encroachments, and their traffic with the
Indians ; but right they had none, and therefore they could
not convey any to us; and if the propofals made in 1746
had been carried into execution thefe out-pofts would have
been cut off.

As to the country lying northward of the boundary line
aforementioned, extending fo far nearly in the latitude of
46 degrees, to @fe the expreflion of a French gentleman of
good fenfe, it is fit for the habitation of bears and wolves
only, and the author could never find that either Englifb or
French had good right to this country, or to that which ex-
tends thence weftward to the river Myfifipi ; but be that as
it will it appears to him not very material ; for, after con-
verfing freely with an intelligent French officer employed
two years to explore the Mififipi, and receiving other infor-
mation, and confidering the dividing line between the two
nations, if he had as much fpare money to beftow upon a
proje&t as the duke of Monzague expended upon St. Lucia,

he
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he would not pay the expenfes attendant 6n a patent for the
whole.

In order to fecure a lafting peace, it was agreed by the
=th article of the late treaty, ¢ that for the future the con-
¢ fines between the dominions of his Britannic majefty and
¢ thofe of his moft Chriffian majefty in this part of the
“ world fhould be fixed irrevocably by a line drawn along
¢« the middle of the river Mififips, from its fource to
<« the river Jberville, and from thence by a line drawn
¢ along the middle of this river and the lakes Maure-
“ pas and Pontchartrain to the fea; and for this pur-
“ pofe the moft Chriffian king ceded in full right to
 his Britannic majefty the river and port of the Mo-
¢¢ bile, and every thing which he pofiefled, or ought
“ to poflefs, on the left fide of the Mifif; pi, except
< the town of New Orleans, and the ifland in which
¢ it is fituated, which fhall remain to France, pro-
¢ vided that the navigation of the river Mififipi fhall
¢ be equally free as well to the fubje@s of Great-Bri-
““ tain as to thofe of France in its whole breadth and
¢« length from its fource to the fea, and exprefsly that
¢¢ part which is between the faid ifland of New Orleans
¢ and the right bank of that river, as well as the paf-
¢ fage both in and out of its mouth.” Apt and clear
expreﬁions ufually accompany clear conceptions, both be-
ing proper on great occafions; but by this article the
moft ftrange and impolitic partition-line hath with the
ufe of flrange terms been eftablithed between the two
monarchies. This line is conceived to pafs from the
unknown fource* of the Mififipi along the middle of it,
till it comes nearly oppofite to the north part of the ifle of
Orleans ; thence changmg it courfe, to enter and pafs
along the middle of the river Iberville, and the lakes Mau-
repas and Pontchartrain to the fea, without any agreement

* According to the Sieur D’ Anville, in the year 1746 this river was explored no further
than to the 45th degree of North latitude, or thereabouts, and the 8oth of longitude.
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made refpecting the ufe of thofe lakess The Myffist at
certain feafons rifeth high, having by its overflowings
formed the Iberwille, which through the want of Wwa-
ter becomes ufelefs when the Mifsifipi at other fea-
fons fubfides; and, according to good information late-
ly received, the beft of the feveral mouths of the Mjfs)~
Jipi is {o fhallow, with a hatd fand at the bottom; asto be
impaflable by any fhip of war, or merchant (hip of
burthen. Nature having. thus far bar’d the ufe of this
great river, by leaving to the French the ifle of Orleans,
with the lower part of the river lying between that
ifland and the oppofite fhore, and extending above
150 miles, we have trufted to Fremch paper to fecuie
to us the ufe of this part of ‘the river, which is ap-
parently neceffary to our beneficial ufe of the reft. Co-
lonies may be planted on the eaftern banks of the river, or
other interiour lands, and proteted at great expenfe; but
without an exchange of our manufacures for their raw
materials, or other commerce, they will be a lofs inftead
of a benefit to this kingdom; wherefore the navigation of
the river being fo difficult and precarious, and the pro-
tection of the unprofitable fettlements which might be
made in the vaft country lying to the eaftward of it being
fo difficult and expenfive, it is left to others to find out,
if they can, the great value of the whole. The Mififip:
formerly {ferved as a buble to the French, and feems to
have fince ferved as a buble to our minifters, and to us.
By their proceeding relative to the cod-fithery they bruifed
the head of our Awmerican empire in the eaft, and by
leaving the ifle of Orleans to the Fremch they fixed a
thorn in the foot of our empire in the weft, inftead of
plucking it out.
- Before quiting the continent, let us obferve that the port
of Mobile will not admit our fhips of war fufhcient for
annoy-
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anmoyance or protection, and that St. Auguftine and Penfa-
calé are in the like condition.

In the courfe of our minifterial negociation we were
amufed with a vain expe&anon of the acqueft of Porzo
Rico, and the other iflands of importance conquered by us
we reftored to our enemies. Had the fpirit of our negocia-
tion been equal to that of our military operations, beﬁdcs
obtaining, proper fatisfaction touching the war, we might
have fet the family compa& on fire, to our lafting honour,
and the delight of thofe nations who fo bravely joined with
our anceftors to prevent the union of the Fremch and
Spanifb monarchies, equally dangerous whether under one
prince or one common-council: to which the advocates of
our minifters anfwer, that if this compa& had been de-
ftroyed the parties. might have made another, notwithftand-
ing any agreement refpe&ing their feverance, not confider-
ing that our honour at leaft would thus have been faved;
and this anfwer ferves to fhew how little we can depend
on the other paper-fecurities given us. Upon the whole,
we ought to have taken f{ubftantial fecurity for the good
behaviour of Spain by keeping the Havannab in our hands.
For this there was greater reafon than for retaining
Gibraltar and Port Mahbon in confequence of a war which
was the common caufe of Ewrope; whereas the late war
~was our own peculiar caufe, wherein the permanence and
profperity of our naval empire were fo deeply interefted;
wherefore Spain fhould have been thus prevented from
repeating her injurious junéion with France. Without
caufe they drew their fwords againft us, and after parying
their deadly thrufts we gave them {uch wounds as en-
feebled and reduced them to that low eftate whence
our minifters raifed them; and by giving up fo great
fources of commerce and naval power enabled them in
{o thort time to renew the war; for now the outcries in
our ftreets of our fellow-fubje@s feized, and fecured with

violence,
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violence, for our defence in the war begun by Spais,
irrefiftably proves the malignant nature of the late peace
beyond all expreflion; and the grievous {facrifice of fo
great national advantages and opportunities gained by our
policy and arms clearly fhews that modern politics, how-
ever favorable to felf-feeking politicians, are by no means
calculated to promote the dignity and fafety of the King
.and Kingdom,
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