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LEWIS AND CLARKE;S EXPEDITION 

UP THE MISSOURI. 

CHAP. I. 

The party proceed ih canoes-description of an Indian sweating-bath and 
burial-place-many dangerous rapids passed -narrow escape of one of the 
canoes-in the passage down they are visited by several Indians, all of 
whom manifest pacific dispositions-description of the Soklilk tribe-their 
dress, and manner of building houses-their pacific character-their habits 
of living-their mode of boiling salmon-vast quantities of salmon amongst 
the Sokulk-collncil held with this tribe-the tetror and consternati.,>n 

excited hy captain Clarke, concaning which an interESting cause is related
some accouut of the Pishquitpaws-their mode of hurying the dead. 

Friday, October 11, 1805. THIS morning the 
wind was from the east, and the weather cloudy. 
We set out early, and at the distance of a mile and 
a half reached a point of rocks in a bend of the 
river towards the left, near to which was an old 
Indian house, and a meadow on the opposite bank. 
Here the hills tame down towards the water. and 
formed by the rocks, which have fallen from their 
sides, a rapid over which we dragged the canoes. 
We passed, a mile and a half further, two Indian 
lodges in a bend towards the right, and at six 
miles from our camp of last evening reached the 
mouth of a brook on the left. Just above this stream· 
we stopped for breakfast at a large encampment of 
Indians ou the same side: we soon began to trade 
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'with them for a stock of provisions, and were so 
fortunate as to purchase seven dogs and all the fish 
they would spare. While this traffic was going on, 
we observed a 'vapour-bath or sweating-house in a 
different fotm from that used on the frontiers of the 
V nited States, or in the Rocky mountains; it was 
a hollow square of six or eight feet deep, formed in 
the river bank by damming up with mud the other 
three sides, and covering the whole completely, 
except all aperture about two feet wide at the top. 
The bathers descend by this hole, taking with them 
a number of heated stones and jugs of water; and 
after being seated round ~he room, throw the water 
on the stones till the steam becomes of a tempera
ture sufficiently high for their purposes. The baths 
of the Indians in the Rocky mountains are of dif
ferent sizes, the most common being made of mud 
and sticks, like an oven; but the mode of raising 
the steam is exactly the same. Among both these 
nations it is very uncommon for a man to bathe 
alone; he is generally accompan.ied by one ot some
times several of his acquaintances: indee(l it is so 
essentiall y a social amusement, that to decline go
ing in to bathe when invited by a friend, is one of 
the highest indignities which can be offered to 
him. The Indians on the frontiers generally use a 
bath which will accommodate only one person, and 
is formed of a wickered work of willows about four 
feet high, arched at the top, and covered with 
skins. In this the patient sits, till by means of the 
heated stones and water he has perspired suffi
ciently. Almost universally these baths are in the 
neighbourhood of mnnin!!' water. into whil'h t},p 
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Indians plunge immediately on coming out of the 
vapour-bath, and sometimes retufll again and sub
ject themselves to a second perspiration. This prac
tice is, however, less frequent among our neigh
bouring nations than those to the westward. This 
bath is employed either for pleasure or for health, 
and is used indiscriminately for rheumatism, vene
real, or in short for all kinds of diseases. 

On leaving this encampment we passed two more 
rapids and some swift water, and at the distance of 
four and a half mi.les reached one which was much 
more difficult to pass. Three miles beyond this 
rapi(l are three huts of Indians on the right. where 
we stopped and obtained, in exchange for a few 
trifles, some pashet} ua roots, 6. ve dogs, and a small 
quantity of dried fish. We made our dinner off part 
of each of these articles, and then proceeded 011 

without any obstruction, till after making twelve 
aad a half miles, we came to a stony island on the 
right side of the river, opposite to which is a rapid. 
and a second at its lower point. About three and a 
half miles beyond the island is a small brook. which 
empties itself into a bend. on the right, where we 
encamped at two Indian huts, which are now inha
bited. Here we met two Indians belonging to a 
nation who reside at the mouth of this river. We 
had made thirty-olle miles to-day. although the 
weather was warm, ami we found the current ob
structed by ntlle different rapids, more or less dif

, ficult to pa3S. All these rapids are fishing places of 
great resort in the season, and, as we passed, we 
observed near them slabs and pieces of split timber 
raised fr()m the ground, and some entire houses, 
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which are vacant at present, but will be occupied 
as sooh as the Indians return from the plains on 
both sides of the river, where our chief informs us 
they are now hunting the antelope. Near each of 
these houses is a small collection of graves, the 
Imrial places of those who frequent these establish
ments. The dead are wrapped up in robes of skins, 
and deposited ill graves, which arc covered over 
"ith earth, and marked Of secured by little pickets 
()f pieces of wood stuck promiscuously over and 
around it. The country on both sides, after mount
ing a steep ascent of about two hundred feet, be
comes an open, level, and fertile plain, which is; 
however, as well as the borders of the river itself, 
perfectly destitute of any kind' of timber; and the 
chief growth which we observed consisted of a few 
low blackberries. We killed some geese and ducks. 
The wind in the after part of the day changed to 
the southwest a11d became highl but in the mor
tling, 

Saturday lZ, it shifted to the east, and became 
fair and cool. After purchasing all the prol'isions 
these Indians would spare; which atnounted to only 
three dogs and a few fish, we proceeded. We soon 
reached a small island, and in the course of three 
Iniles passed three other islands nearly opposite to 
each other, and a bad rapid on the left in the 
neighhourTwod of them. Within the following seven 
miles we passed a small rapid and an island on the 
left, another stony island and a rapi<l on the righti 
just below which a brook comes in on the same side. 
and came to a bend 'towards the right, opposite to 
a-small island. 'From tllis place we saw some Indians 
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on the hills, but they were too far off for us to have 
any intercourse, amI showed no disposition to ap
proach us. After going on two miles to a beml 
towards th·e left, we fouud the plains, which till 
now had formed rugged cliffs over the river, leav
ing small and narrow bottoms, become much lower 
on both sides, and the river itself widens to the 
space of four hundred yards, and continues for the 
same width, the country rising by a gentle ascent 
towards the high plains. At two and a half miles is 
a small creek on the left, opposite to an island. For 
the three following miles the country is low amI 
open on both sides, after which it gradually rises 
till we reached a bend of the river towards the 
right, three and a half miles further, in the course 
of which we passed a rapid and an island. The wind 
now changed to the southwest, and became violent. 
We passed an island at the distance of four miles, 
another one mile beyomi it, where the water was 
swift and shallow, and two miles. further a rapid at 
the upper point of a small stony island. We went 
along this island by the mouth of a brook on the 
right, and encamped on the same side, opposite to 
a small island close under the left shore. Our day'~ 
journey had been thirty miles, and we might have 
gone still further, but as the evening was coming 
on we halte(l at the head of a rapid, which the In
dians represented as dangerous to pass, for the pur
pose of examining it before we set ont in the mor
ning. The country has much the same appearance 
as that we passed yesterday, consisting of cpen 
plains, which, when they approach the water, are 
faced with a dark-coloured rugged stone. The river 
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is, as usual, much obstructed by islands and rapid", 
some of which are difficult to pass. Neither the 
plains nor the borders of the river possess any timber, 
except a few blackberry bushes and willows; and, 
as there is not much driftwood, fuel is very scarce. 

Sunday 13. The mprning was windy and dark, 
and the rain, which began before day-light, conti
nued till near twelve o'clock. Having viewed very 
accurately the whole of this rapid, we set out, the 
Indians going on before us to pilot the canoes. We 
found it, as had been reported, a v_ery dangerous 
npid, about two miles ill length, and strewed with 
rods in eyery direction, so as to requiTe great dex
terity to avoid running against them. We, how
ever, passed through the channel, which is towards 
the left, and about the centre of the rapid, without 
meeting with any accident. Two miles below it 
we had another had rapid, a mile beyond which is 
a large creek,in a bend to the left~ Th~s ~e called 
Kimool'llilll creek.- . 

On leaving it tIle river soon becalQe crpwded 
"ith rough black roeks, till, at the'distance of a 
mile, ·it forms a rapid which cpntinues for four 
miles; and, during the latter part of'it, for a mile 
and a half, the whole river is compressed into a 
narrow channel 110t more than twenty-five yards 
wide. The .water happened to be low as we-passed, 
but during the high waters the navigation must be 
very difficult. Immediately at the end of this rapid 
is a large stream in a bend to the right, which we 
called Drewyer's river, after George Drewyer, one 
Qf the party. A little below the mouth of this river 
is a large fishing establishment, where there are" 
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the scaffolds and timbers of several houses piled up 
against each other; and the meadow adjoining con~ 
tains a number of holes, which seem to have been 
used as places of deposit for fish for a great length 
of time. There were no entire houses standing, and 
we saw only two Indians, who had visited thenar
rows; we were overtaken by two others, who ac
companied us 011 horseback down the river, inform
ing us that they meant to proceed by land down to 
the great river. Nine and a half miles below 
Drewyet's river we passed another rapid, and three 
and a half miles farther reached some high cliffs in 
a bend to the left. Here, after passing the timbers 
of a house, which were preserved OIl forks, we en
camped on the right side, near a collection of graves, 
such as we had seen above. The eoulltry was still 
an open plain without timber, and our day's journey 
had no variety, except the fishing-houses which are 
sea'ttered nearthe situations convenient for fishing, 
but are now empty. Our two Indian companions 
spent the night with us. 

Monday 14. The wind was high from the south.,. 
west during the evening, and this morning it 
changed to the west, and the weather became very 
cold until about twelve o'clock, when it shifted to 
the southwest,. 3J1.d continued in that quarter during 
the rest of the day. We set out early, and after 
passing some swift water, reached at two and a half 
miles a rock of a very singular appearance. It was 
situated on a point to the left, at some distance 
from the ascending country, very high and large. 
and resembling in its shape the hull of , fhip. At 

VOL. II. 
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five miles we pa.ssed a rapid, at eight another rapid 
=:lnd a small island on the right, and at tell and a 
half a small island on the right. )\i e halted a mile 
and a half below. for the purpose of examining a 
much larger and more dangerous rapid than those 
we had yet passed. It is three miles in length, and 
very difficult to navigate. We had scarcely set out; 
when three of the canoes stuck fast in endea\'Quring 
to a void the rocks in the cllallllel; soon after, in 
passing two small rocky islands, olle of the canoes 
struck a rock, but was prevented from upsetting. 
and fortunately we all arrived safe at the lower eud 
of the rapid. Here we dined, and then proceed~d. 
and soon reached another rapid on both sides of the 
river, which was divided by an island. 

As we were descending it, one of the boats was 
driv6-n crosswise against a rock in the middle of 
the current. The crew attempted to get her off, 
hut the waves dashed over her, and she soon filled; 
they got out on the rock, and held her above water 
with great exertion, till another canoe was unloaded 
anel sent to her relief; but they could not prevent 
a great deal of her baggage from floating down the 
stream. As soon as she was lightened, she was hur
ried down the channel, leaving the crew on the 
rock. They were brought off by the rest of the 
party, and the canoe itself, and nearly all that had 
been washed overboard, was recovered. The chief 
loss was the bedding of two of the men, a toma
hawk, a11d some small articles. But all the rest were 
w~t; and though by drying we were able to save 
the powd~r, all the loose packages of which were 
in this boat~ yet we lost all the roots and other pro-
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vision.s, which are spoiled by the water. In order 
to diminish the loss as far as was in our power, we 
balted for the night on an island, and exposed every 
thing to dry. On landing we found some split tim
ber for houses, which the Indians had very securely 
€overed with stone, an:d also a place where they 
had deposited their fish. V\T e ha ve hitherto abstained 
scrupulously from taking any thing belonging to 
the Ind.ians, but on this occasion we were compelled 
to depart from this rule; and as there was no other 
timber t() be found in any direction for firewood, 
and no ownel' appeared from whom it could be pur
chased, we used a part of these split planl\s, bear
ing in mind our obligation to repay the proprietor, 
whenever we should discover him. The only game 
which we observed were geese and ducks, of the 
latter we killed some, and a few of the blue-wiAge(l 
teal. Our journey was fifteen miles in length. 

Tuesday 15. The morning was fair, and being 
obliged to remain, for the purpose of drying th0 
baggage, we sent out the hunters to the plains, but 
they returned at ten o'clock, without having seen 
even tIle tracks of any large game, but brought ill 
three geese and two ducks. The plains are waving, 
and as we walked in them we could plainly discover 
a range of mountains beal'ing southeast and north
west, becoming higher as they advanced towards 
the north, the nearest point bearing south about 
sixty miles· from us. Our stores being suffIciently 
dry to be reloaded, and as we shall be obliged 10 

stop, for the purpose of making some celestial (,b
servatiops at the mouth of the river, which cannot 
heat a great distancel',we concluded to embark, 
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amI complete the drying at that place: we there
fore set out at two o'clock. For the first four miles 
we passed three islands, at the lower points of which 
were the same number of rapids, besides a fourth 
at a distance from them. During the next ten miles 
we passed eight islands and three more rapids, antI 
reached a point of rocks on the left side. The 
islands were of yarious sizes, but were all composed 
of round stone and sand: the rapids were in many 
places difficult and dangerous to pass. About this 
place the country becomes lower than usual, the 
ground over the river not being higher than ninety 
or a hundred feet, ami extending back into a wa
ving plain. Soon after leaving this point of rocks, 
we entered a narrow channel, formed by the pro
jecting cliffs of the bank. which rise nearly per
pendicular from the water. The river is not, how
ever, rapid, but gentle and smooth duriug its con
finement, which lasts for three miles, when it falls, 
or rather widens into a kind of basin nearly round, 
and without any perceptible Gurrent. After passing' 
through this basin, we were joined by the three 
Indians, who had piloted us through the rapids 
since we left the forks, and who, in company with 
our two chiefs, had gone before us. They had now 
halted here, to warn us of a dangerous rapid, which 
begins at the lower point of the basin. As the day 
was too far spent to descend it, we determined to 
examine before we attempted it, and therefore 
landed near an island at the head of the rapid, and 
~tudied particularly all its narrow and difficult 
parts. The spot where we landed was an old fishing 
establishment, of which there yet remained the 
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timbers of a house, carefully raised on scaffolds to 
protect them against the spring tide. Not being 
able to procure any other fuel, and the night being 
cold, we were again obliged to use the propert)' of 
the Indians, who still remain in the plains hunting 
the antelope. Our progress was only twenty miles, 
in consequence of the difficulty of passing the ra
pids. Our game consisted of two teal. 

Wednesday 16. Having examined the rapids, 
which we found more difficult than the report of 
the Indians had induced us to believe, we set out 
early, and putting our Indian guide in front, our 
smallest canoe next, and the rest in succession, 
began the descent: the passage proved to be very 
disagreeable, as there is a continuation of shoals, 
extending from bank to hank, for the distance of 
three miles, during which the channel is narrow 
and crooked. and obstructed by large rocks in 
every direction, so as to require great dexterity to 
avoid being dashed on them. We got through the 
rapids with no injury to any of the boats except 
the hindmost, which ran on a rock; but by the as
sistance of the other boats, and of the Indians. who 
were very alert, she escaped, though the baggage 
she contained was wet. Within three miles after 
leaving the rapid, we passed three small islands, 
on one of which were the parts of a house, put on 
scaffolds as usual, and soon after came to a rapid. 
at the lower extremity of three small islands; ami 
a second at the distance of a mile and a half below 
them, reaching. six miles below the great rapid, a 
point of rocks at a rapid opposite to the upper point 
of a small island on the left. Three miles further is 
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another rapid; ana iwo milles beyond this, a v'ery 
bad rapi-d, or railler' a faU of the river: this, on 
examinairon, pl'oved so- diffieult to pass, tMt we 
thought it imprudent to attempt, and therefore 
unloaded the canoes, and made a portage of th.ree 
quarters of a mile. The rapi·d, whieh is of ab:o\l.t 

the same extent, is much broken by rocks aM 
5110a Is, and has a s[uall island in it on the Fight 
side. After crossing by land we halted for diAner, 
and, whilst we were eating, were vi-sited by ive 
Indians, who came up the river 01'1' foot ill grea,t 
haste: we received- them kindly, smoked with them-, 
and gave them a piece of tobacco to smoke with. 
their tribe: on Tl?ceiving the present iihey se~ 0U-t 

to return, and continued Tunning as fast as th~y 
could while they remained in sight. Their curiosity 
had been excited by the accounts of our two chiefs; 
who had gone on, in order to apprise the tribes- of 
our approach, and of our friendly dispositions to
wards them. After dinner we reloaded the canoes 
and proceeded; we soon passed a rapid opposite to 
the upper point of a sandy island' on the left; wMcli 
has a smaller island near it. At three miles' is a 
gravelly bar in the river: four miles beyond this) 
the Kimooenim empties itself into the Columhia, 
amI at its mouth has an island just below a small 
rapid. We halted ahov,e the point of junction on 
the Kimooenim, to confer with the Fndians, who 
had collected in great numbers to re-ceive us. On 
landing we were met' hy our two chiefs, to whose 
good offices we were' indebted for this reception, 
amI also the two Indians whe had passed us a few 
days since on horseback; one of whom appeared to 
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be a mall o(infiu.ence, and harangued tlre Indialls 
on our arrival. After smoking with the Indians, we 
formed a camp at the point where th'e two rivers 
uuite, near to which we found some driftwood, and 
were sHpplied by our two old chiefs with the stalks 
of willows, and some small bushes for fuel. We had 
scarcely fixed the camp, aud got the fires preparetl, 
when a chief .came from the Indian camp about a 
quarter of a mile up the Columbia, at the head of 
nearly two hundred men: they formed a regular 
procession, keeping time to the noise, rather than 
the music, of their drums, which they accompanied 
with their voices. As they advanced they formed a 
semicircle round us, and eOlitinued singing for some 
time: we then smoked with them all, and commu
nicated, as well as we could by signs, our friendly 
intentions towards all nations, and our joy at find
ing ourselves surrounded by our children: we then 
proceeded to distribute presents to them, giving 
the principal chief a large medal, a shirt and hand
kerchief; to the second chief, a medal of a smaller 
size; and to a third chief, who came down frem 
some of the upper villages, a small medal and a 
handkerchi~f. This ceremony being concluded, 
they left us; but in the course of the after)}Qon se
veral of them returned, and remained with us till 
a late hour. After they had dispersed, we proccede(l 
to purchase provisions, and were enabled to collect 
seven dogs, to which some of the Indians adde(l 
small presents of fish, and Olle of them gave us 
twenty pounds of fat dried horse-flesh. 

Thursday 17. The day being fair, we were oc
cupied in making the necessary observations for 
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determining our longitude, and obtained a meri
dinn altitude, from which it appears that we were 
in latitude 46° 15' 13" 9'''. We also measured the 
two rivers by angles, and found that at the junc
tion the Columbia is nine hundred and sixty yards 
wide, and Lewis's river five hundred and seventy
five; but soon after they unite the former widens 
to the space of from one to three miles, including 
the islands. From the point of junction the country 
is a contiuued plain, which is low near the water, 
from which it rises gradually; amI the only eleva
tion to be seen is, a range of high country running 
from the northeast towards the southwest, where it 
joins a range of monntains from the southwest, and 
is on the opposite side about two miles from the 
Columbia. There is through this plain no tree, and 
ficarcely any shrub, except a few willow bushes; 
and even of smaller plants there is not much more 
than the prickly pear, which is in great abundance, 
and is even more thorny and troublesome than any 
we have yet seen. During this time the principal 
chief came down with several of his warriors, and 
smoked with us: we were also visited by several 
men amI women, whQ offereel dogs and fish for sale; 
but as the fish was out of season, aml at present 
abundant in the river, we contented ourselves with 
purchasing. all the dogs we could obtain. The 
nation, among which we now are, call themselves 
Sokulks; and with them are united a few of ano
ther nation, who reside on a western branch. emp
tying itself iQ.to the Columbia, a few miles above 
the mouth of the latter river, and whose name is 
Chimnapum. 
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The language of both these nations, of each of 
which we obtained a vocabulary, differs but little 
from each other, or from that of the Cholmnnish. 
who inhabit the Kooskooskee and Lewis's river. In 
th_eir dress, and genera] appearance also, they much 
resemble those nations; the men wearing a robe of 
deer or antelope skin, under which a few of them 
have a short leathem shirt. The most striking dif
ference between them is among the females, the 
Sokulk women beir..g more inclined to corpulency 
than any we have yet seen: their stature is low, 
their faces broad, ~nd their heads flattened in such 
a manner, that the forehead is in a straight line 
from the nose to the crown of the head: their eyes 
are of a dirty sable, tneir hair is coarse and black, 
and braided as above without ornament of any 
kind: instead of wearing, as do the Chopunnish. 
long leathern shirts, highly decorated with beads 
and shells, the Solmlk females have no other co
vering but a truss or piece of leather tied round 
the hips, and then drawn tight between the legs. 
The ornaments usuan)~ worn by both sexes, are 
large blue or white beads, either pendant from their 
ears, or round the necks, wrists and arms: they 
ha ve likewise bracelets of brass, copper and horn. 
and some trinkets of shells, fish-bones, and curious 
feathers. The houses of the Sokulks are made of 
large mats of rushes, and are generally of a square 
or oblong form, varying in length from fifteen to 
sixty feet, and supported in the inside by poles or 
forks about six feet high: the top is covered with 
mats, leaving a space of twelve or fifteen inches 

VOJ., II. 
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the whole length of the house, for the purpose or 
admitting the light and suffering th~ smoke to p~ss 
through: the roof is nearly fiat, WhICh seems to m
dicate, that rains are not common in this open 
country; and the house is not divided into apart
ments, the fire being in the middle of the large 
room, and imme(liate1y under -:;he hole in the roof: 
the rooms are ornamented )Vith their nets, gigs, and 
other fishing-tackle, as well as the bow for each 
inhabitant, and a large quiver of arrows, which, 
~re headed with flint-stones. 

The Sokulks seem to be of a mild and peaceable 
disposition, and live in a state of comparative hap
piness. The rr.en, like those on the Kimooenim, are 
said to content themselves with a single wife, with 
whom we observe the husband shares the labours 
of procuring subsistence m'lch ~nore t'nan is com
mon among savagts. What may be considered as 
~n unequivocal proof of their good disposition, is 
the great respect which was shown to old age~ 
Among other marks of it, we observed in one of 
the houses an old woman perfectly blind, and who, 
we were infQrmed, had lived more than a hundred 
winters. In this state pf decrepitudc~ she occupi(!d 
~he best position in the house, seemed to be treated 
with great kindness, and whatever she said was 
listened to with much attention. They are by no 
means intrusiye; and 3S their fisheries supply them -
with a competent, ~f not an abundant subsistence, 
although they receive ~hankfully whatever we 
~hoose to give. they do not importune us by beg-: 
going. The fish is, indeed, their chief food. except 

the roofs~ a~d the casual 5u~pHes pf ~he an~el0f-c:l~ 
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'Which, to those who have only bows and arrows, 
limst be very scanty. This diet may be the direct 
or the remote cause of the chief disorder which 
prevails among them, as well as among the Flat
heads, on the Koosko.Dskee and Lewis's river. With 
all these Indians, a bad soreness of the eyes is a. 
very common disorder, which is suffered to ripen 
by neglect, till many are depri-ved of one of their 
eyes, arid some have totally lost the use of both. 
This dreadful calamity may reasonably, we think, 
be imputed to the constant reflection of the sun oli 
the waters, where they are const2.ntly fishing iIi 
the spring, srimmer, and faU, and, during the rest 
of the year, on the snows cf a country, which af..; 
fords no object to relieve the sight. Among the 
Sokulks too, and indeed among all the tribes whose 
chief subsistence is fish, we have oh:::erved that batt 
teeth are very general: some have the teeth, par
ticularly those of the upper jaw, worn down to the 
gums; and many, of both sexes, and even of mid
dle age, have lost them entirely. This decay of the 
teeth is a circumstance very unusual among the 
Indians either of the mountains or the plains, ami 
seems peculiar to the inhabitants of the Columbia. 
We cannot avoid regarding, as one principal cause 
of it, the manner in which they eat their food. The 
toots are swallowed as they are dug from the 
ground, frequently nearly covered with a gritty 
sand: so little idea have they that this is ()ffensive, 
that all the roots they offer us for sale are in the 
same condition. A second, and a principal causeg 
tnay be their great use of the dried salmon; the bad 
eifects of which are most probably increased by' 
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their mode of cooking it, which is simply to warm, 
and thcn swallow the rind, scales and flesh, without 
any preparation. The Sokulks possess but few horses, 
the greater part of their labours being performed in 
canoes. Their amusements are similar to those of 
the Missouri Indians. 

In the course of tl}e day captain Clarke, in a 
small canoe with two men, ascended the Columbia. 

t'< 
At the distance of five miles he passed an island in 
the middle of the river, at the head of which is a 
small ana not a dangerous rapid. On the left bank 
of this river, opposite to this island, is a fishing
place, consisting of three mat houses. Here were 
great quantities of salmon drying 011 scaffolds: and 
indeed from the mouth of the river upwards he saw 
immense numbers of dead salmollstrewed along the 
shore, or floating on the surface of the water, which 
is so clear, that the salmon may be seen swimming 
in the water, at the depth of fifteen or twenty feet. 
The Indians, who had collected on the banks to 
view him, now joined him in eighteen canoes, amI 
accompanied him up the river. A mile above tIle 
rapids he came to the lower point of an island, 
where the course of the river, which had been from 
its mouth north 83° west, now became due west. 
He proceeded in that direction, when observing 
three houses of mats at a short distance, he landed 
to visit them. On entering one of the houses, he 
found it crowded with men, women and children, 
who immediately provided a mat for him to sit on, 
a~d one of the party undertook to prepare so·me
t~lllg to eat. He began by bringing in a piece of 
pme wood that had drifted down the river, which 
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he split into small pieces, with a wedge made of 
the elks horn, by means of a mallet of stone 
curiously carved. The pieces were then laid on the 
fire, and ,several round stones placed upon them: 
one of the squaws now brought a bucket of water, 
in which was a large salmon about half dried, and 
as the stones became heated they were put into the 
bucket, till the salmon was sufficiently boiled for 
use. It was then taken out, put on a platter of 
rushes neatly made, anti laid before captain Clarke, 
and another was boiled for each of his men. During 
these preparations he smoked with those about him, 
who would accept of tobacco, but very few were 
desirous of smoking; a custom which is not general 
among them, and chiefly used as a matter of form 
in great ceremonies. After eating the fish, which 
was of an excellent flavour, captain Clarke set out, 
and at the distance of four miles from the last island 
came to the lower point of another, near the left 
shore, where he halted at two large mat houses. 
Here, as at the three houses below, the inhabitants 
were occupied in splitting and drying salmon. The 
multitudes of this fish are almost inconceivable • 
The water is so clear, that they can readily be seen 
at the depth of fifteen or twenty feet; but at this 
leason they float in such quantities down the stream; 
and are drifted ashore, that the Indians have only 
to collect, split and dry them on the scaffolds. 
Where they procure the timber of which these 
scaffolds are composed~ he could not learn; but as 
there are nothing but willow bushes to be seen for 
a great distance from the place, it rendered very 
probable, what the Indians assured him by signs, 
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that they often used dried fish as fuel for the com .. 
mon occasions of cooking. From this island they 
showed him the entrance of a western branch of the 
Columbia, called the Tapteal, which, as far as 
could be seen, bears nearly west, and empties itself 
about eight miles above into the Columhia, the ge
neral course of which is northwest: towards the 
southwest, a range of high land runs parallel to 
the river, at the distance of two mlies on the left, 
while on the right side the country is low, and 
covered with the prickly pear, and a weed or plant 
two or three feet high, resembling whins. To the 
eastward is a range of rnountahls about fifty or 
sixty miles distant, which bear north and south; 
but neither in the low grounds, nor In the high 
lands, is any timber to be seen. The evening 
coming on, he determined not to proceed further 
than the island, and therefore returned to camp; 
accompanied by three canoell, wllich contained 
twenty Indians. In the course of his excursion he 
'Shot several grouse and ducks, and received some 
presents of fish, for which he gave in return small 
pieces of riband. He also killed a prairie cock, an 
animal of the pheasant kind, but about the size of 
a small turkey. It measured from the beak to the 
end of the toe two feet six inches and three quar
ters, from the extremity of the wings three feet 
six inches, and the feathers of the tail were thir-" 
teen inches long. This bird we have seen no where 
except on this river. Its chief food is the grass
hopper, and the seed of the wild plant which is 
peculiar to this river and the upper parts of ih~ 
MissourL 
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The men avail eel themselves of this day's rest to 
mend their clothes, dressing skins, and putting 
their arms in complete order; an object always of 
primary concern, but particularly at a moment 
when we a.e surrounded by so many strangers. 

Friday 18. VIe were visited this morning by 
several canoes or Indians, who joined those who 
were already with us, and soon opened a numerous 
council. We informed-them, -as we had done all 
the other Indian nations, of our friendship for them, 
and of our desire to promote peace among all our 
red children in this country. This was conveye(l 
by signs, through the means of our two chiefs, and 
seemed to be perfectly understood. We then made 
a second chief, and gave to all the chiefs a string 
of wampum, in remembrance of what we had said. 
Whilst the conference was going on, four men 
came in a.canoe from a large encampment on an 
island about eight miles below, but, after staying 
a few minutes, returned without saying a word to 
us. We now procured from the principal chief, and 
one of the Cllimnapum nation, a sketch of the 
<-':olumbia. and the tribes of his nation living along 
its banks and those of the Tapteal. They drew it 
with a piece of coal on a robe, and as we afterwards 
transferred it to paper, it exhibited a valuable 
specimen of Indian delineation. 

Having completed the purposes of our stay» we 
now began to lay in our stores,~:wd fish being out 
of season, purchased forty dogs, for which we gave 
small articles, such as bells, thimbles, knittillg
needles, brass wire, and a few beads, an exchange 
'With. which they all seemed perfectly satisfied. 
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These dogs, with six: prairie cocks killed this rnor
}ling, formed a plentiful supply for the" present. 
We here left our guide, and the two young men 
who h~d accompanied him; two of the three not 
being willing to go any further, and the third 
could be of no use, as he was not acquainted with 
the river be~ow: we therefore took no Indians but 
our two chiefs, and resumed our journey in presence 
of many o~ the Sokulks, who came to witnes$ our 
departure. ~~he morning was cool and fair, and the 
wind from the s.Juth-east. Soon after proceeding, 

We passed '~he island in the mouth of Lewis 
river, and at eight miles reached a larger island, 
which ex~ends three miles in length. On going 
down by this island, there is another on the right, 
wbich comme~ces about the middle of it, and con
tinues for three and a half miles. While they con
tinue parallel 'J) each other, they occasion a rapicl 
near the lower e:~tremity of the first island, opposite 
to ,rJhich, ,on the second island, are nine lodges, 
huilt of mats, and intended for t~le accommodation 
of the fishermeia, of whom we saw great numbers, 
and vast quantities of dried fish on their scaffolds. 

On reachi'llg the lower point of the island, we 
landed to examine a bad rapid, and then undertook 
the passage, which is very difficult, as the channel ' 
lies between two small islands, with two others still 
smaller, near the left side of the river. Here are 
two Indian houses, the inhabitants of which were, 
as usual, drying fish. We passed the rapid without 
injury, and fourteen and a half miles from the 
mouth of Lewis's river came to an island, near the 
right shore, on which were two other houses of 



l'P THE MISSOURI. 

Indians, pursuing the customary occupation. One 
mile and a half beyond this place is a mouth of a 
small brook, under a high hill on the left. It seems 
to run, during its whole course, through the high 
country, which at this place begins, and rising to 
the height of two hundred feet, form cliffs of rug
ged black rocks. which project a considerable dis
tance into the river. At this place too we observed 
a mountain to the southwest, the form of which is 
conical, and its top covered with snow. \Ve fonowed 
the river as it entered these highlands. and at the 
distance of two miles reached three islands, one on 
each side of the river, and a third in the middle, 011 

which were two houses, where the Indians were 
drying fish opposite a small rapid. Neilr these a 
fourth island begins, close to the right shore, where 
were nine lodges of Indians, all employed with 
their fish. As we passed they called to us to land, 
but as night was coming on, and there was no ap
pearance of wood in the neighbourhood, we went 
on about a mile further, till observing a log that 
llad drifted down the river, we landed near it, ou 
the left side, and formed our camp under a high 
hill, after having made twenty m.iles to,-day, Di.,. 
rectly opposite to us are five houses of Indians, who 
were drying fish on the same island where we ha<l 
passed the nine lodges, and on the other side of the 
river we saw a number qf horses feeding. Soon' 
after landing we were informed by our chiefs, that 
the large camp-of nine houses belonged to the first 
chief of all the tribes ill this quarter, and that he 
had called to request 1,lS to land and pass the night 
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with him, as he had plenty of wood for us. This 
intelligence woul(l have been very acceptable, if it , 
had been explained sooner; for we were obliged to 
US~ dried willows for fuel to cook with, not being 
able to burn the drift-log which had tempted us to 
land. We now sent the two chiefs along the left 
side of the river, to invite the great chief down to 
spend the night with us. He came at a late hour, 
accompanied by twenty men, bringing a basket of 
meshed berries, which he left as a present for us, 
and formed a camp at a short distance from us. 
The ne xt morning J 

Saturday 19, the great chief, with two of his 
i.nferior chiefs, and a thil d belonging to a band 011 

the river below, made us a visit at a very early 
hour. The first of these is called Yellepit, a hand
some well-proportioned man, about five feet eight 
inches high, and thirty-five years of age, with a 
bold and dignified countenance; the rest were not 
distinguished in their appearance. lVe smoked with 
them, and, after making a speech, gave a medal. 
a handkerchief, and a string of wampum, to Yel .. 
lepit, and a string of wampum only to the inferior 
~hiefs. He requested us to remain till the middle of 
the day, in order that all his nation might come 
and see lJ,S; but we excused ourselves, by telling 
him, that 011 our return we would spe~d two or 
three days with him. This conference detained us 
till nine o'clock, by which time great numbers of 
the Indians had come down to visit ,us. On leaving. 
them, we went OJ) ,for eight miles, when we came 
tp an island near the left shore, which continued 
six miles itl- length. A~ the lowef extre19ity Qf it 
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is a small island, on which are five houses, at pre
sellt vacant, though the scaffolds of fish are as usual 
abundant. A short distance below are two more 
islands, one. of them near the middle of the river. 
011 this there were seven houses; but as soon as 
the Indians, who were drying fish, saw us, they 
fled to their houses, and not one of them appeared 
till we had passed, when they came out in greater 
numbers than is usual for houses of that size, which 
induced us to thilik, that the inhabitants of the 
five lodges had been alarmed at our approach, and 
taken refuge within them. We were very desirous of 
landing, in order to relieve their apprehensions, 
but as there was a bad rapid along the island, aU 
our care was necessary to prevent injury to the 
canoes. At the foot of this rapid is a rock, on the 
left shore, which is fourteen miles from our camp 
oflast night, and resembles a hat in its shape. 

Four miles beyond this island we came to a ra
pid, from the appearance of which it was judged 
prudent to examine it. After landing for that pur
pose on the left side, we began to enter the channel, 
which is close under the opposite shore. It is a very 
dangerous rapid, strewed with high rocks and 
rocky islands, and in many places obstructed by 
shoais, over which the canoes were to be hauled, 
so that we were more than two hours in passing 
through the rapids. which extend for the same 
number of miles. The rapid has several small 
islands, and banks of muscleshells are spread along 
the river in several places. In order to lighten the. 
boats, captain Clarke, with the two chiefs, the in
terpreter and his wifel hall walked across the low 
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grounds on the left, to the foot of the rapids. On 
the way, captain Clarke ascended a cliff about 
two hundred feet above the water, from which he 
saw that the ~ou~try, on both sides of the river 
immediately from its cliffs, was low, and spreads 
itself into a level plain, extending for a great dis
tance on an sides. To the west, at the distance of 
about one hundred and fifty miles, is a very high 
mountain covered with snow; and, from its direc
tion and appearance, he supposed it to be the mount 
St. Helens, laid down by Vancouver as 'Visible from 
the mouth of the Columbia: there is also another 
mountain of a conical form, whose top is covered 
with snow, in a southwest direction. 

As captain Clarke arrived at the lower end of 
the rapid before any, except one of the small ca .. 
noes, he sat down on a rock to wait for them, and 
seeing a crane fly across the river, shot it, and it 
fell near him. Several Indians had beene-before this 
passing on the opposite side towards the rapids, and 
some few, who had been nearly in front of him" 
being either alarmed at his appearance, or the re~ 
port of the gun, fled to their houses. Captain 
Clarke was afraid that these people had not yet 
heard that white men were coming, and therefore, 
in order to allay their uneasiness, before the whole 
party should arrive, he go~ into the small canoe 
with three men, and rowed -ov€r towards the hOllses, 
and while crossing shot a duck, which fell into the 
water. As he approached no person was to be seen, 
except three men in the plains, and they too fletl 
as he came near the shore. He landed before five 
houses close to each other, but no one appeared, 
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and the doors, which were of mat, were closed. He 
went towanls one of them with a pipe in his hand, 
and, pushing aside the mat, entered the lodge', 
where he found thirty-two persoils, chiefly men 
and women, with a few children, all in the greatest 
consternation; some hanging dowll their heads, 
others crying and wringing their hal!ds. He went 
up to them all, and shook hands with them in the 
most friendly manner; but their apprehensions •. 
which had for a moment subsided, revived 011 his 
taking out a. burning-glass, as there was no roof to 
the house, and lighting his pipe: he then offere(I it 
to several of the men, and distributed among the 
women and children some small trinkets which he 
carried about with him, and gradually restored 
some tranquillity among' them. He then left this 
house, and directing each of the men to go into a 
house, went himself to a second: here we found the 
iahabitants more terrified than those he had first 
seen; but he succeeded in pacifying them, and 
then visited the other houses, where the men had 
been equally successful. After leaving the houses 
be went out to sit on a rock, and beckoned to some 
of the men to come amI smoke with him; but none 
of them ventured to join him till the canoes arrived 
with the two chiefs, who immediately explained 
our pacific intention towards them. Soon after the 
interpreter's wife landed, and her presence dissi
pate~l all doubts of our being well-disposed, since 
in this country no woman ever accompanies a war 
party: they therefore all came out, and seemed 
perfectly reconciled; nor could we indeed blame 
them for their terrors, which were perfectly natural. 
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They told the two chiefs, that they knew we were' 
not men, for they had seen us fall from the clouds: 
in fact, unperceived by them, captain Clarke had 
shot the white crane, which they had seen fall just' 
hefore he appeared to their eyes: the duck, 'which 
he had killed, also fell close by him; and as there' 
were a few clouds flying over at the moment, they' 
conurcted the fall of the birds and his sudden ap
pearance, ami believed that he had himself dropped
from the clouds; the noise of the rifle, which they' 
had never heard before, being considered merely as" 
the sound to announce so extraordinary an event. 
This belief was strengthened when, on entering the 
room, he brought down fire from the heavens by' 
means of his burning-glass: we soon convinced, 
th,em satisfactorily, that we were only mortals, and 
after one Of our chiefs had explaine(l our history 
and objects, we all smoked together in great har
mony. These people do not speak precisely the· 
same language as the Indians above, but under- ' 
stand them in conversation. In a short time we 
were joined by many of the inhabitants from below, 
several of them on horseback, and all pleased to see 
us, and to exchange their fish and berries for a 
few trinkets. 

We remained here to dine, and then proceeded. 
At half a mile the hilly country on the right side' 
of the river ceased: at eleven miles we found a 
small rapid, and a mile further came to a small 
island on the left, where there are some willows. 
~ince we had left the five lodges we passed twenty 
more, dispersed along the river at different parts of 
the valley on the right; but as they were now ap- . , 
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ptised of our coming, they showed no signs of 
alarm. On leaving the island we passed three miles 
further along a country which is low on both sides 
of the river, and encamped under some willow 
trees on the left, having made thirty-six miles to
day. Immediately opposite to us is an island close 
to the left shore, and another in the middle of the 
river, on which are twenty-four houses of Indians, 
all engaged in drying fish. We had scarcely land
€d before about a hundred of them came over in 
their boats to visit us, bringing with them a present 
of some wood, which was very acceptable: we re
ceived them in as kind a manner as we could, 
$ffioked with all of them, and gave the principal 
chief a string of wampum; but the highest satis
faction they enjoyed was the music of two of our 
violins, with which they seemed much clelightell: 
they remained all night at our fir.es, 

This tribe is a branch of the nation called Pish
quitpaws, and can raise about three hundred and 
fifty men. In dress they resemble the Indians near 
the forks of the Columbia, except that their robes 
are smaller and do not reach lower than the waist; 
indeed, three-fourths of them have scarcely any 
robes at all. The dress of the females is equally 
scanty, for they wear only a small piece of a robe. 
which covers their shoulders and neck, and reaches 
down the back to the waist, where it is attached hy 
a piece of leather tied tight round the body; their 
breasts, which are thus exposed to view, are large, 
ill-shaped, and are suffered to hang down very low: 
their cheek-bones high, their heads flattened, and 
their persons in general adorned with scarcely any 
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ornaments. Both sexes are employed in curing fish~ 
of which they have great quanties on their scaf

folds. 
Sunday 20. The morning was cool, the wind from 

the southwest. Our appearance had excited the 
curiosity of the neighbourhood so much, that before 
we set out about two hundred Indians had collected 
to see us; and, as we were desirous of conciliatiJlg' 
their friendship, we remained to smoke and confer 
with them till breakfast. We then took our repast, 
which consisted wholly of dog-flesh, and proceeded. 
We passed three vacant houses near our camp, amI 
at six miles reached the head of a rapid, on descend
ing which we soon came to another very difficult 
and dangerous: it is formed by a chain of large 
black rocks stretching from the right side of the 
river, and, with several small islands on the left, 
nearly choaking the channel of the river, To this 
place we gave the name of the Pelican rapid, from 
seeing a number of pelicans and black cormorants 
about it. Just below it is a small island, near the 
right shore, where are four houses of Indians, all 
busy in drying fish. At sixteell mjles from enr 
camp we reached a bend to the left, opposite tb a 
large island, and at one o'clock halted fQr d·iI~~er, 
on the lower point of an island, on the right sid.e of 
the channel. Close to this was a larger island oq 
the same side, ahd on the left bank of the river ~ 
~mall one, a little below. We landed near some 
Indian huts, and counted on this cluster of three 
·islands seventeen of their houses, filled with inha7' 
l1itants, resembling in every respect tl':,se higllt!r 
lip the riyer; like the inhabitants, they were busy 
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ill preparing fish. 'Ve purchased of them some 
dried fish, which were not good, and a few berries; 
on which we dined, and then walked to the head of 
the island, for the purpose of examining a vault, 
which we had marked in coming along. 

This place, in which the dead' are deposited, is 
a building about sixty feet long, and twelve feet 
wide, and is formed by placing in the ground poles 
or forks six feet high, across which a long pole is 
extended the whole length orthe structure. Agaimt 
this ridge-pole are placed broad boards, and pieces 
of canoes, in a slanting direction, so as to form a 
shed. It stands east and west, and neither of the 
extremities are closed. On entering the western 
end, we observed a number of bodies wrapped care,. 
fully in leather rohes, and arranged in rows 011 

boards, which were then covered with a mat. This 
was the part destined for those who had recently 
died: a little farther on, the bones, half decayed, 
were scattered about, and in the centre of the 
building iwas a large pile of them, heaped promis
cuousl.lon,each other. At the eastern extremity 
was a'mat,on which twenty-one sculls were placed, 
in a circular form; the mode of interment being 
first to wrap the body in robes, and as it decays the 
bones are tlirown into the heap, and the sculls plac.ed 
together. From the different boards and pieces of 
canoes which form the vault, were suspended Oll 

the inside fishing-nets, baskets, wooden-bowls, 
robes, skins, trenchers, and trinkets of various 
]{inds, obviously intended as offerings of affectioll 
to deceased relatives. On the outside of the vault 
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were the skeletons of several horses, and great 
quantities of bones in the neighbourhood, which 
induced us to believe, that these animals were most 
probahly sacrificed at the funeral rites of their 
masters. 

Having dined, we proceeded past a small island, 
where were four huts of Indians, and at the 
lower extremity a bad rapid. Half a mile beyond 
this, and at the distance of twenty-four from our 
camp, we came to the commencement of the high 
lands on the right, which are the first we have 
seen on that side since near the J\{uscleshell rapins, 
leaving a valley forty miles in extent. Eight miles 
lower we passed a large island in the middle of the 
river, below which are eleven small islands, five on 
the right, the same number on the left, and one in 
the middle of the stream. A brook falls in on the 
right side, and a small rivulet empties itself behind 
pne of the islands. The country on the right con .. 
eists of high and rugged hills; the left is a low 
plain, with no timber on either side, except a few 
small willow bushes along the banks, though, a few 
miles after leaving these islands, the country on 
the left rises to the same height with that opposite 
to it, and becomes an undulating plain. Two miles 
after passing a small rapid we reached a point of 
high land in a bend towards the right, and en ... 
camped for the evening, after a journey of forty
two miles. The river has been about a quarteriof a 
mile in width, with a current much more uniform 
than it was during the last two days. We killed 
two speckled gull~, and several ducks of a delicio~~ 
tlavour~ , 
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CHAPTER II. 

The party in their passage still visited by the Indians-Lepage's river d~
.cribed-immense quan(itie" of sal mOIl caught by the Indians-description 
of the ri,'er Towahnabiooks·-Indian mode of slacking fish, "nd preparing 
them for market-d.scription of the great falls-de.,cr'iption of an Indian 

canoe--alarm excited by an anticipated attack fmm the l:neltoots--a ver,. 
dangerous rapid passed in safety, called by the Indians the Falls-account 
of the Indian houses in the neighbourhood-another t1readful rapid passed 
without injury-some account of the Chilluckittequaw Indians-captain 
Clarke examines the gl'cat rapids-dC'5cription of an Indian burial-place
the rapids passed in safety. 

Monday 21. THE morning was cool, and the 
wimI from the southwest. At five and a half miles 
we passed a small island, and one a half further 
another in the middle of the river, which has some 
rapid water near its head, and opposite to its lower 
extremity are eight cabins of Indians on the right 
side. We landed near them to breakfast, but such 
is the scarcity of wood, that last evening we had 
not been able to collect any thing except dry wil
lows, and of these not more than barely sufficient to 
cook our supper; this morning we could not find 
enough even to prepare breakfast. The Indians 
received us with great kindness, and examined 
every thing they saw with much attention. In 
their appearance and employments, as well as in 
their language, they do not differ from those higher 
up the river. The dress too is nearly the same; 
that of the men consisting of nothing but a short 
robe of deer or goat skin: the women wear only a 
piece of dressed skin, falling from the neck so as to 
cover the front of the body as low as the waist; a 
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hanullge tied round the body, and passing between 
the legs; and over this a short robe of deer and 
antelope skin is occasionally thrown. Here we saw 
two hlankets of scarlet, and one of blue cloth, and 
also a sailor's round jacket; but we obtained only 
a few pounded roots and some fish, for which we of 
course paid them. Among other things we observed 
some acorns, the fruit of the white oak. These they 
\1se as food, either raw or roasted; and on inquiry 
informed us, that they were procured from the 
Iudians who live near the great falls. This place 
they designate by a name very commonly applied 
to it by the Indians, and highly expressive, the 
word Timrn, which they pronounce so as to make 
it perfectly represent the sound of a distant cata
ract. After breakfast we resumed our journey, and 
in the course of three miles passed a rapid where 
large rocks were strewed across the river, and at 
the head of which on the right shore were two huts 
Qf Indians. We stopped here for the purpose of ex
amining it, as we always do whenever any danger 
is to be apprehended, and send round by land all 
those who cannot swim. Five miles further is aoo
ther rapid, formed by large rocks projecting from 
each side, above which were five huts of Indians 
on the right side, occupied like those we had al
ready seen, in drying fish. One mile below this is 
the lower point of an island close to the ;ight side, 
opposite to which,. on that shore, are two Indian 
huts. 

On the left side of the river, at this place, are 
immense piles of rocks, which seem to have slipped 
from the cliffs uuder which they lie; they continue 
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till, spreading still farther iuto the river, at the 
distance of a mile from the island, they occasion a 
very dan'gerous rapid; a little below which, 011 the 
right side, are five huts. :For many miles the river 
is now narrow, and obstructed with very large 
rocks thrown into its challnel; the hills continue 
high and covered, as is very rarely the case, with 
a few low pine trees on their tops. Between three 
and four miles below the last rapid occurs a second, 
which is also difficult, and three miles below it is a 
small river, which seems to rise in the open plains 
to the southeast, and falls in on the left. It is forty 
yards wide at its mouth, but' discharges only a 
small quantity of water at present; we gave it the 
name of Lepage's river, 'from Lepage, one of our 
company. Near this little river, and immediately 
belaw it, we had to encounter a new rapid. The 
river is crowded, in every direction, w\th large 
rocks and small rocky islands; the passage crooked 
and difficult, and for two miles we were obliged 
to wind with great care along the narrow channels 
and between the huge rocks. At the end of this 
rapid are four huts of Indians on the right, and two 
miles below five more huts on the same side. Here 
we landed and passed the night. after making" 
thirty-three miles. 

The inhahitants of these huts explained to us, 
that they were the relations of those WllO live at 
the great falls .. , They appear to be of the same 
nati.on with those we have seen above, whom, in
dee(l, they resemble in every thing, etcept that 
their language, although the same, has £ome words 
different. They have all piercell noses; and the 
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men, when in full dress, wear a long tapering piece 
of shell or bead put through the nose. These people 
did not, however, receive us with the same cor
diality to which we have been accustomed: they 
are poor, but we were able to purchase from them 
some wood to make a fire for supper, of which they 
have but i little, and which they say they bring 
from the great falls. The hills in this neighbour
hood are high and rugged, amI a few scattered 
trees, either small pine or scrubby white oak, are 
occasionally seen on them. From the last rapids we 
also observed the conical mountain towards the 
southwest, which' the Indians say is not far to the 
left of the great falls. From its vicinity to that 
place we called it the Timm or Falls mountain. 
The.country through which we passed is furnished 
with s.everal fine springs, which rise either high up 
the sides of the hills, or else in the river meadows~ 
and discharge themselves into the Columbia. We 
could not help remarking, that, almost universally, 
the fishing establishments of the Indians, both on 
the Columbia and the waters of Lewis's river, are 
on the right bank. On inquiry we were led to be
lieve, that the reason may be found in their fear of 
the Snake Indians; between whom and themselves, 
considering the warlike temper of that people, and 
the peaceful habits of the river tribes, it is very na
tural that the latter should be anxious to interpose 
so good a barrier. These Indians are described as 
residing on a great ri,'er to the south, and always 
at war with the people of this neighbourhood. One 
of our chiefs pointed out to-day a spot on the left, 
where, not many years agO I a great battle W<liS 
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fought, in which numbers of both nations were 
killed. We were agreeably surprised, this evening, 
by a present of some very good beer, made out of 
the remains of the bread composed of the Pash~co
quam ash, part of the stores we had lain in at the 
head of the Kooskooskee, and which, by frequent 
exposure, became sour and moulded. 

Tuesday 22. The morning was fair and calm. 
We left our cam p at nine o'clock, and, after going 
on for six miles, came to the head of an island, and 
a very bad rapid, where the rocks are scattered 
nearly across the river. Just above this, and on the 
right side, are six huts of Indians. At the distance 
of two miles below are five more huts, the inhabi
tants of which are all engaged in drying fish, and 
some of them ill their canoes killing fish with gigs; 
opposite to this establishment is a small island, in a 
bend towards the right, on which there were such 
quantities of fish, that we countecl twenty stacks of 
dried and pounded salmon. This small islaml is at 
the upper point of one much larger, the sides of 
which are high uneven rocks, jutting over the 
water: here there is a bad rapid. The island con
tinues for four miles, and at the middle of it is a 
large river, which appears t@ coJie from the south
east, and emeties itself on the left. We landed just 
above its mouth, in order to examine it, and soon 
found the route intercepted by a deep narrow chan
nel, running into the Columbia above the large 
entrance, so as to [orIll a dry ,and rich island about 
four hundred yards wide and eight hundred long. 
Here, as along the grounds of the river, the natives 
had been digging large quantities of roots; as the 
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~oil was turned up in many places. We reached thE 
ri vcr about a quarter of a mile above its mouth, aj 

a place where a large body of water is compressed 
within a channel of about two hUll~red yards it: 
width, where it foams over rocks, many of whicll 
are above the surface of the water. These narrow! 
are the end of a rapid which extends two mile! 
back, where the river is closely confined betweell 
two high hills, below which it is divided by num
bers of large rocks and small islands, covered with 
a low growth of timber. This liver, which is called 
by the Indians Towahnahiooks, is two hundred 
yards wide at its mouth, has a very rapid current, 
and contributes about one-fourth as much water as 
the Columbia possesses before the junction. Imme
<liately at the entrance are three sand islands, and 
near it the head of an island which runs parallel t(] 
the large rocky island. We now returned to OUi 

boats, and passing the mouth of the Towahllahiooks, 
went between the islands. At the distance of tW(] 
miles we reached the lower end of this rocky island, 
where were eight huts of Indians. Here, too, we 
saw some large logs of wood, ~ hich were most pro
bably rafted down the Towahnahiooks; and a mile 
below, on the right bank, were sh.-teen lodges 01 
I'ldians, with whom we stopped to smoke. Then, at 
the distance of about a mile, passed six more hub 
on the same side, nearly opposite the lower extre~ 
rnity of the island, which has its upper end in the 
mouth of the Towahnahiooks. Two miles below we 
came to seventeen huts, on the right side of the 
ri\'~r, ~ituated at the commencement of the pitch 
wh!.ch lUc16.des the great falls. Here we halted, 
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and immediately on landing walkea down, accom
panied by an oM Iudian frorp the huts, in order to 
examine the falls, and ascertain on which side we 
could make a portage most easily. We soon disco
vered that the nearest route was on the right side; 
and therefore dropped down to the head of tne 
rapid, unloaded th.e canoes, and took all the bag
gage over by land to the foot of the rapid. The 
distance is twelve hundred yards. On setting out, 
we crossed a solid rock, about one third of the 
whole distance; then reached a space of two hun ... 
dred yards wide, which forms a hollow, where the 
loose sand from the low grounds has been driven 
by the Willds, and is steep and loose, and therefore 
difficult to pass; the rest of the route is over firm 
and solid ground. The labour of crossing would 
have been very inconvenient, if the Indians ha(1 
~ot assisted us in carrying some of the heavy arti
cles 011 their horses; but for this service they repai(l 
themselves so adroitly, that on reaching the foot of 
the rapids, we formed a camp in a position which 
might secure us from the pilfering of the natives, 
which we apprehend much more than we do their 
hostilities. Near our camp are five large huts of 
Indians, engaged i,l drying nsh and preparing it 
for the market. 

The manner of doing this is, by first opening tlle 

fish, and exposing it to the sun on their scaffolds. 
When it:is sufficiently dried it is poullded fine be
tween two stones, till it is pulverized, and is then 
placed in a basket about two feet long and one in 
diameter, neatly made of grass and rushees, and 

VOL. U. I' 
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lined with the skin of a salmon stretched and dried 
for the purpose. Here they are pressed down as 
bard as pbssible, and the top covered with skins of 
fish, which are secured by cords through the holes 
of the basket. These baskets are then placed in 
some dry sit~ation, the corded part upwards, seven 
being usually placed as close as they can he put 
together, and five on the top of them. The whole itr 
then wrapped up in mats, and made fast by cords, 
over which mats are again thrown. Twelve of these 
baskets, each of which contains from ninety to a 
hundred pounds, form a stack, which is now left 
exposed till it is sent to market; the fish thus pre
served are kept sound and sweet for several years, 
and great quantities of it, they inform us, are sent 
to the Indians who live below the falls, whence it 
finds its way to the whites who "isit the mouth of 
the Columbia. We observe both near the lodges, 
and on the rocks in the river, great numbers of 
stacks of these pounded fish. 

Besides fish, these people supplied us with filberts 
and berries, and we purchased a dog for supper; 
but it was with much difficulty that we were able 
to buy wood enough to cook it. In the course of 
the day we were visited by many Indians, from 
whom we learned that the principal chiefs of the 
bands residing in this neighbourhood are now hunt
ing in the mountains towards the southwest. On 
that side of the river none of the Indians have any 
permanent habitations; and on inquiry we were 
confirmed in our belief, that it was for fear of at
tacks from the Snake Indians, with whom they are 
at war. This nation they repJ'esen~ as 'Very numerous., 
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.and residing ill a great number of villages on the 
Towahnahiooks, where they live principally on 
salmon. That river, they add, is not obstructed by 
rapids above its mouth, but there becomes large, 
and reaches to a considerable distance; the first 
villages of the Snake Indians, on that river, being 
twelve days journey on a course about southea~t 
from this place. 

Wednesday 23. Having ascertained from the In ... 
dians, and by actual examination, the best mode of 
bringing down the canoes, it was f~mnd necessary, 
as the river was divided into several narrow chan
nels by rocks and islands, to follow the roqte adoptNl 
by the Indians themselves. This operation capta~n 
Clarke began this morning, and after crossing tp 
the other side of the river, hauled the canoes over 
a point of land, so as to avoid a perpendicular fall 
of seventy feet. At the distance of four hundred 
and fifty-seven yards we reached the water, and 
embarked at a place where a long rocky island 
compresses the channel of the river within the space 
of a hundred and fifty yards, so as to form nearly 
a semicircle. On leaving this rocky island, the 
channel is somewhat wider, but a second and much 
larger island of hard black rock still divides it from 
the main stream, while on the left shore it is closely 
bordered by perpendicular rocks. Having descend
ed iu this way for a mile, we reached a pitch of the 
river, which being divided by two large rocks, 
descends with great rapidity down a fall eight feet 
in height: as the boats could not be navigated 
down this steep descent, we were obliged to land 
,ap-d le~ th~m down fiS slowly as possipleby strclls 
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ropes of elk skin, which we had preparcd ~dr the 
purpose. They all passed in safety except ()fie, 
which, being loosed by the breaking of the ropeg, 
was driven down, but was recovered by the Indians 
below. With this rapid ends the first pitch of the 
great falls, which is not great in point of height, 
and remarka.ble ouly for the singular manner ill 
which the rocks have divided its channel. From 
the ma(ks every where perceivable at the falls, it 
is obvious, that in high floods, which must be in the 
spring, the water below the falls rises nearly to a 
level with that above them. Of this rise, which is 
occasioned by some obstructions which we do not 
as yet know, the salmon must avail themselves, to 
pass up the river in such multitudes, that that fish 
is almost the only one caught in great abundance 
above the falls; but below that place we observe 
the salmon trout, and the heads of a species of trout 
smaller than the salmon trout, which is in great 
quantities, and which they are now burying, to be 
'ijsea as their winter food. A hole of any size being 
dug, the sides and bottom are lined with straw, 
o,'er which skins are laid: 'on these the fish, after 
being well dried, is laid, covered with other skins, 
and the hole closed with a layer of eal1h, twelve 
or fifteen inches deep. About three o'clock we 
reached the lower camp, but our joy at having 
accomplished this object was somewhat diminished, 
by the persecution of a new acquaintance. On 
reaching the upper point of the portage we found, 
that the Indians had bee11 encamped there 110t long 
since, and had left behind them multitudes offleas .. 
.rrh~se sagacious F1nimjllsw~re sp rlea~ed to e~chan~~ 
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the straw and fish skins, in which they had been 
living, for some better residence, that we were soon 
covered with them, and during the portage the 
men were obliged to strip to the skin, in order to 
.brush them from their bodies. They were not, how
ever, so easily dislodged from our clothes, ami 
accompanied us in great numbers to cur camp. 

We saw no game except a sea otter, which was 
shot in the narrow channel as we came down, but 
we could not get it. Having therefore scarcely 
any provisions, we purchased eight small fat dogs; 
a food to which we are now compelled to have re
course, for the Indians are very unwilling to sell 
l.1S any of their good fish, which they reserve for 
the market below. Fortunately, however, the habit 
of using this animal has completely overcome the 
repugnance which we felt at first, and the dog, if 
not a favourite dish, is always an acceptable one. 
The meridian altitude of to-day gives 45° 42' 57.3" 
north, as the latitude of our camp. 

On the beach near the Indian huts we observed 
two canoes, of a different shape and size from any 
which we had hitherto seen : one of these we got 
in exchange for our stnallest canoe, giving a Ilatchet 
and a few trinkets to the owner, who said he hall 
purchase<l it from a white man below the falls, by 
giving him a horse. These canocs are very beau
tifully made; they are wide in t!le middle, and 
tapering towards each end, with curious figures 
carved on the bow. They are tllin, but being 
strengthened by cross bars, about an inch in dia
meter, which are tied with strong pieces of bark 
~brop~h holes ill the sides, are able to bear "ery 
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heavy burdens, and seem calculated to live in the 

roughest water. . 
A great number of Indians, both from above and 

below the falls, visited us to-day, and towards 
evening we were informed by one of the chiefs, 
who had accompanied us, that he had overheard 
that the Indians below intended to attack us, as 
we went down the river: being at all times ready 
for any attempt of that sort, we were not under 
greater apprehensions than usual at this intelligence: . 
we therefore only re-examined our arms, and in
creased the ammunition to one hundred rounds. Our 
chiefs, who had not the same motives of confidence, 
were by no means so much at their ease; and when 
at night they saw the Indians leave us earlier than 
usual, their suspicions of an intended attack were 
confirmed, and they were very much alarmed. The 
next morning. 

Thursday 24, the Indians approached us whth 
apparent caution, and behaved with more than 
usual reserve. Our two chiefs, by whom these cir
cumstances were not unobserved, now told us that 
they wished to return home; that they ~ould be 
no longer of ally service to us, and they could not 
understand the language of the people below the 
falls; that these people formed a different nation 
from their own; that the two people had bee1l at 
war with each other, and as the Indians had ex:
pressed a resolution to attack us, they would eer:
tainly kill them. We endeavoured to quiet their 
fears, and requested them to stay two nights longer, 
in which time we would see the Indians below, and 
4Uake a peace between the ~wo qati9ns. They replie4. 
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that they were anxious to return and see their horses; 
we however insisted on their remaining with us, not 
only in hopes of bringing about an accommodation 
between them and their enemies, but because they 
might be able to detect any hostile designs against 
us, and also assist us in passing the next falls, which 
are not far off. and represented as very difficult: 
they at length agreed to stay with us two nights 
longer. About nine o'clock we proceeded, and 011 

leaving our camp near the lower fall, found the 
river about four hundred yards wide, with a cur
rent more rapid than usual, though with no percep
tible descent. At the distance of two and a half 
miles, the river widened into a large bend or basin 
on the right, at the beginning of which are three 
huts of Indians. At the extremity of this basin 
stands a high black rock, which, rising perpendi
cularly from the right shore, seems to run wholly 
across tlte river; so totally indeed does it appear tQ 
stop the passage, that we could not see where the 
water escaped, except that the current appeared tQ 
be drawn with more than usual velocity to the left 
of the rock, where was a great roaring. We landed 
at the huts of the Indians, who went with us to th~ 
top of this rock, from which we ~w all the difficul
ties of the channel. We were no longer at a loss to 
account for the rising of the river at the falls; for 
this tremendous rock stretches across the river, to 
meet the high hills of the left shore, leaving a 
channel of only forty-five yards wide, thl'oug~ 

which the whole body of the Columbia must press 
its way. The water, thus foreed into so llarrow a 
channel, is thrown into whirls, and swells and boils 
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in every part with the wildest agitatiOJ~. ~tit the 
alternative of carrying the boats over this high rock 
was almost impossible in our present situation; and 
as the chief danger seemed to be, not from any 
rocks in the channel, but from the great waves and 
whirlpools, we resolved to try the passage in our 
boats, in hopes of being able, by dexterous steer
ing, to escape. This we attempted, and with great 
care were able to get through, to the astonishment 
of all the Indians of the huts we had just passed, 
who now collected to see us from the top of the 
roc1{. The cha1lJlel con~n.ues thus confined within 
a space of about half a mile, when the rock ceased. 
We passed a single Indian hut at the foot of it, 
where the river again enlarges itself to the width 
of two hunched yards, and at the distance of a mile 
and a half stopped to view a very bad rapid; this 
is formed by two rocky islands, which divide the 
channel, the lower amI larger of which is in the 
middle of the rivllr. The appearance of this place 
was so U11promisillg, that we unloaded all the most 
valuable articles, -such as guns, ammunition, our 
papers, &c. and sent them .by land, with all the 
men that could not swim, to th.e extremity of the 
rapids. We then .descended with the canoes, two at 
a time, and though they took in some w3iter, :we 
all went through safely; after which we made two 
miles, and stopped in a deep bem} .of ,the river 
towards the ,right. and encampecl a little,abo;ve a 
large village of hventy-one houses. Here we landed, 
and as it was late before all the canoes joined us, 
we were obliged to .remain here this evening, the 
difficulties of ihe naviga·tion h~uing permitted us 
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to make only six miles. This village is situated at 
the extremity of a deep bend towards the right, 
and immediately above a ledge of high rocks, 
twenty feet above the marks of the highest flood, 
but broken in several places, so as to form ehannels 
which are at present dry, extending nearly across 
the river: this forms the second fall; or the place. 
most probably, which the Indiaus indicate by the 
word Timm. While the canoes were coming c.n. 
captain Clarke walked with two mel) down to ex
amine these channels. On these rocks the Indians 
are accustomed to dry fish; aud ~§ the seaso~ for 
that purpose is now over. the pwes which they use 
are tied up very securely in bundle9, and placed on 
the scaffolds. The stock of fish dried and pounded 
were so abundant, that he counted one hundre(\ 

and seven of them, making more than ten thousaml 
pounds o( that provision. After examining the nar.., 
rows, as well as the lateness of the hour would per", 
mit, he returned to the village through a rocky 
open country, infested with polecats. This village, 
the residence of a tribe called the Echeloots, COil.., 

sists of twenty-one houses, scattered promiscuously 
over all elevated situation, near a mound above 
thirty feet above the common level, which has some 
remains of houses on it, and bears every appearallc~ 
of being artificial, 

The houses, which are the first wooden buildings 
we have seen since leaving the Illinois country, are 
nearly equal in size, and exhibit a very singular 
appearance. A large hole twenty feet wide and 
thirty in length is dug to the depth of six feet: the, 

vo~. II. ~ 
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sides are then lined with split pieces of timber, 
-rising- just above the" surface of the ground, which 
are ~moothed to the same width by burning. or 
shaved with small iron axes. These timbers are 
secured in their erect position by a pole, stretched 
along the side of the building near the eaves, and 
supported on a strong post fixed at each corner. 
The timbers at the gable ends rise gradually high
er, the middle pieces being the broadest. At the 
top of these is a sort of semicircle, made to receive 
a ridge-pole, the whole length of the house, propped 
by an additional post in the middle, and forming 
the top of the roof. From this ridge-pole to the 
eaves of the house are placed a number of small 
poles or rafters, secured at each end by fibres of 
the cedar. On these poles, which are connected by 
.. mall transverse bars of wood, is laid a covering of 
the white cedar, or arbor vine, kept pn by the 
strands of the cedar fibres; but a small distance 
aloqg the whole length of the ridge-pole is left 
uncovered, for the purpose of Hght and permitting 
the smoke to pass through. The roof, thus formed, 
has a descent about equal to that common amongst 
us, and near the eaves is perforated with a number 
of s~all holes, made most probably to discharge 
their arrows in case of an attack. The only entrance 
is by a small door at the gable el~d, cut out of the 
middle piece of timber, twenty-nine and a half 
inches hi"gh, and fourteen inches broad, and reach
ing only eighteen inches above the earih. Before 
this hole is hung a mat, and on pushing it aside and 
crawling through, the des~ent is by a small woodeq. 
ladder. m~de ill the form of those 1!-lIed amollgs~ us. 
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One half of the inside is used as a place of deposit 
for their dried fish, at which there are large quan
tities stored away, and, with a few baskets of ber
ties, form the only family provisions: the other half, 
adjoinirtg the door. remains for the accommodation 
of the family. On each side are arranged, near the 
walls, small beds of mats placed on little scaffolds 
or bedsteads; raised from eighteen inches to three 
feet from the ground, and in the middle of the 
vacant space is the fire. or sometimes two or three 
fues. when, as indeed is usnally the case, the house 
contains three families. 

The inhabitants received us with great kindness, 
invited us to their houses. and in the evening, after 
our camp had been formed. came in great numbers 
to see us: accompanying them was a principal chief, 
and several of the warriors of the nation below the 
great narrows. We made use of this opportunity to 
attempt a reconciliation between them and our ,,, 0 

chiefs, and to put an end to the war which had dis-. 
turbed the two nations. By representing to the 
chiefs the evils which the war inflicted on them, 
and the wants and privations to which it subjects 
them, they soon became disposed to conciliate with 
each other. and we had some reason to be satisfied 
with the sincerity of the mutual professions, that 
the war should no longer continue, aud that in future 
they would live in peace with each other. On con
cluding this negociation we proceeded to invest the 
chief with the insignia of command, a medal and 
some small articles of clothing; after which the 
violin was produced, and our men danced, to the 
great delight of the Indians. 
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Friday 25. We walked down with several of the 
Indians to view the part of the narrows which they 
represented as most dangerous: we found it very 
difficult, but, as with our large c«noes the portage 
was impracticable, we concluded 011 carrying our 
most valuable articles by land, and then hazarding 
the passage. We therefore returned to the village,. 
and after sending some of the party with our best 
stores to make a portage, and fixed others 011 the 
l'ock, to assist with ropes the canoes that might 
meet with any difficulty, we began the descent, in 
the presence of great llumbers of Indians who had 
collected to witness this exploit. The channel, fOl' 
three miles, is worn through a hard, rough, black 
rock, from fifty to one hundred yards wide, ill 
which the water swells and boils in a tremendous 
manner. The three first canoes escaped very well: 
the fourth, however, had nearly filled with water; 
the fifth passed through with only a small quan
tity of water over her. At half a mile we had got 
through the worst part, and having reload.:d our 
canoes, went on very well for two and a half miles, 
except that one of the boats was nearly lost by. 
running against a rock. At the end of this channel 
of three miles, in which the Indians inform us they 
catch as many salmon as they wish, we reached a 
deep basin or bendof the river towards the right, near 
the entrance of which are two rocks. We crossed 
the basin, whieh has a quiet and gentle current, 
and at the distance of a mile from its commence-' 
ment, and a little below where the river resumes 
its channel, reached a rock which divides it. At 
this place we met our old chiefs, who, when we 
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began the portage, had walked down to a village 
below, to smoke a pipe of friendship on the renewal 
of peace. Just after our meeting we saw a chief of 
the village above, with a party who had been ont 
hunting, and were then crossing the river Witll 
their horses on their way home. We landed to smoke 
with this chief, whom we found a bold looking man, 

. of a pleasing appearance, about fifty years of age. 
and dressed in a war jacket, a cap, leggings and 
Im)ccasins: we presented him with a medal, and 
other small articles, and he gave us some meat, of 
which he had been a ble to procure but little; for 
on his route he had met with a war party of Indians 
from the Towahnahiooks, between whom there was 
a battle. We here smoked a parting pipe with our 
two faithful friends~ the chiefs~ who had accom
panied us from the heads of the river, and who now 
had. each bought a horse, intending to go home by 
land. On lea.ving this rock the river is gentle, but 
strewed with a great number of rocks for a few 
miles, when it becomes a beautiful still stream 
about half a mile wide. At five miles from the large 
bend we came to the mouth of a creek twenty yardll 
wide. headin~ in the range of mountains which run 
S. S. W. and S. W. for a long distance, and dis
charging a considerable quantity of water; it is 
called-by the Indians Quenott. We halted below it 
under a high point of rocks on the left; and, as it 
was necessary to make some celestial observations. 
we formed a camp 011 the top of these rocks. This 
situation is pelfectly well calculated for defence. in.. 
case the Indians should incline to attack us, for the 
rocks form a sort of llatural fortificatioll with the 
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aid of the ri ver and creek, and is convenient to hunt 
along the foot of the mountains to the west and 
southwest, where there are several species of timber, 
which form fine coverts for game. From this rock· 
the pinnacle of the round mountain covered with 
snow, which we had seen a short distance below the 
forks of the Columbia, and which we had called, 
the Falls or Timm mountain, is south 43° west~ and 
about thirty-seven miles distant. The face of the 
country on both sides of the river, above and below 
the falls, is steep. rugged- and rocky, with a very 
ImaU proportion of herbage, and no timber, e~cept 
a few bushes: the hills, however, to the west, have, 
some scattered pine, wllite oak, and othe~ kinds of, 
trees. All the timber, used by the people at tb,e, 
upper falls, is rafted down the Towahnahiooks: aud 
those who live at the head of the narrows we have 
just passed, bring their wood in the same way from 
this creek to the lower part of the narrows, from 
which it is carried three miles by land to their 
habitations. 

Both above and below, as .well as in the narrows, 
we saw a great number of sea-otter or s.eals, and, 
this evening one deer was killed, and great signs 
of that animal seen near the camp. II.! the creek, 
we shot a goose, and saw much appearan~e of bea- , 
ver, and one of the party also saw a fish, which he 
took to be a drum-fish. Among the willows we 
found several snares, set by the natives for the'pur
pose of catching wolves. 

Saturday 26. The morning was fine: we sent 
.ix men to hunt, and to collect rosin to pitch the 
canoes, which, by being frequently hauled over 
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the rocks, have become very leaky. The can 
were also brought out to dry, and on examination 
it was found. that many of the articles had becom~ 
spoiled by being repeatedly wet. We were occu
pied with the observations necessary to determiu6 
our longitude. and with conferences among the 
Indians, many of whom came on horseback to the 
opposite shore, in the forepart of the day, and showed 
lOme anliety to cross over to us: we 'did not, how
ever. think it proper to send for them, but towardi 
evening two chiefs with fifteen men came over in a 
small canoe: they proved to be the two principal 
chiefs of the tribes at and above the falls, who had 
been absent on a hunting excursion as we passed 
their residence; each of them. on their arriv'" made 
us a present of deer's flesh and small white cakes. 
made of roots. Being anxious to ingratiate ourselves 
in their favour. so as to insure a friendly reception 
on our return, we treated them with all the kind
ness we could show: we acknowledged the chiefs, 
gave a medal of the small sizeR a red silk handker
ch~ef. an armband, a knife. and a piece of paint to 
each, small presents to several of the party, and 
llalf a deer: these attentio~ were not lost on the 
Indians, who appeared very well pleased with them. 
,At night a fire was made in the middle of our camp. 
and as the Indians sat round it, our men danced to 
the music of the violin, which so delighted them, 
that several resolved to remain with us all night : 
the rest crossed the river. All the tribes in this 
neighbourhood are at war with the Snake Indians. 
whom they all describe as living on the Towahna
hipoksl and whose neare~t town is said to be four 
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days march from this place, and in a direction 
nearly southwest: there has lately been a battle 
between these tribes; but we could not ascertain 
the loss on either side. The water rose to-day eight 
inches; a rise which we could only ascribe to the 
circumstance of the wind's having been np the 
river for the last twenty-four hours, since the influ
ence of the tide cannot be sensible here, on account 
of the falls below. The hunters returned in the 
evening; they had seen the tracks of elk and bear 
in the mountains, and killed five deer, four very 
large grey squirrels, and a grouse: they inform us 
that the country off the river is broken, stony, and 
thinly timbered with pine and white oak. Besides 
these delicacies, one of the men killed with a gig 
a salmon-trout, which, being fried i~ sQrne bear's 
oil which had been given to us by the chief, whom 
we had met this morning below the narrows, fur
nished a dish of a very delightfulllavour. Anum· 
her of whi.te cranes were also seen flying in diffe
rent directions, hut at such a height that we could 
not procure any of them. The fleas, with whom 
we had contracted an intimacy at the falls, are so 
unwilling to leave m, that the men are obliged to 
throw off all their clothes, in order to relieve them
iehes from their persecution. 

Sunday 27. The wind was high from the Wfst
ward during last night and this morning, but the 
weather being fair, we continued our celestial ob
.5ervations. The two chiefs, who remained with us, 
were joined by seven Indians, who came ill U canoe 
~rom below .. To these men we were very particular 
111 our attentlons; we 'IDoked and eat with them-; 
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but some of them, who were tempted by the sight 
of our goods exposed to dry, wished to take liber~ 
ties with them, to which we were under the neces~ 
sity of putting an immediate check; this restraint 
displease(l them so much, that they returned down 
the river ill a very ill humour. The two chiefs, 
however, remained with us till the evening, whell 
they crossed the river to their party. 

Before they went we procured from them avo .. 
cabulary of the Echeloot, their native language; 
and, on comparison, were surprised at its difference 
from that of the Eneeshur tongue. In fact, although 
the Echeloots, who live at the great narrows, are 
not more than six miles from the Eneeshurs, or re 4 

sidents at and above the great falls, the two people 
.are separated by a broad distinction of language. 
The Eneeshurs are understood by all the tribes re
siding on the Columbia above the falls; but at that 
place they meet with the unintelligible language 
of the Echeloots, which then descends the river to 
a considerable distance. Yet this variation may 
possibly be rathe~ a deep shade of dialect than a 
radical difference, since among both many words 
are the same; and the identity cannot be account
ed for by supposing that their neighbourhood has 
interwoven them into their daily cOllversation, be
cause the same words are equally familiar among 
aU the Flathead bands which we have passed. To 
all these tribes, the strange clucking or guttural 
noise, which first struck us, is common. They also 
flatten the heads of the children in nearly the same 
manner; .but we now begin to observe, that the 
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heads of the males, as well as of the other seX', are 
subjected to this operation, wher~as among the 
mountains the custom has confined It almost to the 
females. The hunters brought home four deer, one 
grouse, and a squirrel. 

:Monday 23. The morning was again cool and 
windy. Having dried our goods, we were about 
setting out, when three canoes came from above 
to visit us, and at the same time two others from 
below arrived for the same purpose. Among these 
last was an Indian, who wore his hair in a queue, 
and had on a round hat and a sailor's jacket, which 
he said he had obtained from the people below the 
great rapids, who bought them from the whites. 
This inter'view detained us till nine o'clock, when 
we proceeded down the river, which is now bor
dered with cliffs of loose dark-coloured rocks, about 
ninety feet high, with a thin covering of pine and 
other small trees. 

At the distance of four miles we reached a small 
"illage of eight houses under some high rocks on 
the right, with a small oreek on the opposite side of 
the river: we landed, and found the houses similar 
to those we had seen at the great narrows. On en
tering one of them we saw a British musket, a cut
lass, and several brass teakettles, of which they 
seemed to be very fond. There wera figures of men, 
birds, and different animals, which were cut and 
painted on the boards which form the sides of the 
room; and though the workmanship of these un
couth figures was very rough, they ,were as highly 
esteemed by the Indians as the finest frescoes of 
more civilized people. This tribe ii called the 
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Chilluckittequaw, and their language, although 
somewhat different from that of the Echeloots, has 
many of the same words, and is sufficiently intelli-

• gible to the neighbouring Indians. We procurell 
from them a vocabulary, and then, after buying' 
five small dogs, some dried berries, and a white 
bread or cake made of roots, we left them. The 
wind, however, rose so high, that we were obliged, 
after going one mile, to land on the left side, op
posite to a rocky island, and pass the day there. 
We formed our camp in a niche above a point of 
high rocks, and as it was the only safe harbour we 
could find, submitted to the inconvenience of lying 
on the sand, exposed to the wind am} rain during 
all the evening. The high wind, which obliged us 
to consult the safety of our boats by not venturjng 
further, did not at all prevent the Indians from na~ 
vigating the river. We had not been long on shore 
before a canoe, with a man, his wife and two chil
dren, came from below, through the high waves, 
with a few roots to sell; and soon after we were 
visited by many Indians from the village above, 
with whom we smoked and conversed. The canoes 
used by these people are like those already described. 
built of white cedar or pine, very light, wide-in the 
middle, and tapering towards the ends, the bow 
being raised and ornamented with carvings of the 
heads of animals. As the canoe is the vehicle of 
transportation, the Indians have acquired great 
dexterity in the management of it, and guide i~ 

safely over the highest waves. They have among 
their utensils bowls and baskets, very neatly made 
of small bark and grass, in which they boil their 
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pro'·i"io~l~. The only game seen to-day were two 
deer, of which only one was killed, the other was 
wounded, but escaped. 

Tuesday 29. The morning was still cloudy, and 
the wind from the west, but as it had abated its 
,'iolence we set out at daylight. At the distance of 
four miles we passed a creek on the right, one mile 
below which is a village of seven houses on the 
same side. This is the residence of the principal 
chief of the Chilluckittequaw nation, whom we uow 
founll to he the same between whom and our two 
chiefs we had made a peace at the Echeloot village. 
He received us very 1dndly, and set before us 
pounded fish, filherte, nuts, the berries of the Saca
commis, and white bread made of roots. We gave 
in return a bracelet of riband to each of the women 
of the house, with which they were very much 
pleased. The chief had several articles, such as 
scarlet and blue cloth, a sword, a jacket and hat, 
which must have been procured from the whites, 
Rnd on one side of the room were two wide split 
boards placed together, so as to make space for a 
rude figure of a man cut and painted OIl them. On 
pointing to this, and asking them what it meant, 
he said something, of which all we understood was 
"good," and then stepped to the image, and 
hrought out his bow and quiver, which, with some 
other warlike instruments, were kept behind it. 
The chief then directed his wife to hand him his 
medicine-bag, from which he brought out fourteen 
fore-fingers, which he told us had once belonged 
to tl1e same number of his enemies, whom he. had 
killed in fighting' with the nations to the southeast, 
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to which place he pointed; alluding, 110 doubt, to 
the Snal{e Indians, the common enemy of the na
tions on the Columbia. This bag is about two feet 

in length, containing roots, pounded dirt, &c. which 
the Indians only know how to appreciate. It is sus
pended in the middle of the lodge; and it is sup
posed to be a species of sacrilege to be touched by 
any but the owner. It is an object of religious fear; 
and it is, from its sanctity, the chiefest place to de
posit their medals, and their more valuable articles. 
The Indians have likewise small bags, which they 
preserve ill their great medicine-bag. from whence 
they are taken, and worn around their waists amI 
necks as amulets against any real or imaginary 
evils. This was the first time we had ever known 
the Indians to carry from the field any other trophy 
except the scalp. They were shown with great 
exultation; and after an harangue, which we were 
left to presume was in praise of Ilis exploits, the 
fingers were carefully replaced among the valuahle 
contents of the red medicine-bag. This 'village 
being part of the same nation with the village we 
passed above, the language of the two is the same. 
and their houses of similar form and materials, and 
calculated to contain about thirty souls. The in~ 
habitants were unusually hospitable and good
humoured, so that we gave to the place the name 
of the Friendly village. We hreakfasted here, and 
after purchasing twelve dogs, four sacks of fish, 
and a few dried berries, proceeded on our journey. 
The hills as we passed are high, with steep and 
rocky sides. and some pine and white oak, and an 
undergrowth of tlhrub!l, scattered -over them. 
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F our miles below this village is a small ri ver on 
the right side; immediately below is a village or 
Chilluckittequa ws, consisting of eleven houses. 
Here we landed, and smoked a pipe with the inha
bitants, who were very cheerful and friendly. They, 
as well as the people of the last village, inform us, 
that this river comes to a considerable distance from 
the N. N. E.; that it has a great number of falls, 
which prevent the salmon from passing up; and 
that there are ten nations residing on it, who sub ... 
sist on berries or such game as they can procure 
with their bows and arrows. At its mouth the river 
is sixty yards wide, and has a deep and very rapid 
channel. From the number of falls of which the 
Indians spoke, we gave it the name of Cataract 
Jiver. We purchased four dogs, and then proceeded. 
The country, as we advance, is more rocky and 
broken, and the pine and low white oak o.n the 
hills increase in quantity. Three miles below Cata
ract river we passed three large rocks in the river; 
that in the midst is larger and longer than the rest, 
and from the circumstance of its having several 
square vaults on it, obtained the name of Sepulchre 
island. A short distance below are two huts of In- . 
dians on the right: the river now widens, and in 
three lliiles we came to two more houses 011 the 
right, one mile beyond which is a rocky island in 
a bend of the river towards the left. Within the 
next six miles we passed fourteen huts of Indians, 
scattered on the right bank, and then reached the 
entrance of a river on the left, which we called 
Labieshe river, after Labieshe, one of our party. 
Just above this river is a low ground more thickly 
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timbered than usual, and in front are four huts of 
Indians on the bank, which are the first we have 
seen on that side of the Columbia. The exception 
may be occasioned by this spot being more than 
usually protected from the approach of their ene
mies by the creek, and the thick wood behind. 

We again embarked, and at the distance of a mile 
passed the mouth of a rapid creek on the right, 
eighteen yards wide: in this creek the Indians whom 
we left tal{e their fish; and, from the number of 
canoes which were in it, we called it Canoe creek. 
Opposite to this creek is a large sand-bar, which 
continues for four miles along the left side of the 
river. Just below this a beautiful cascade falls in on 
the left, over a precipice of rock one hundred feet 
in height. One mile further are four Indian huts ill 
the low ground on the left: and two miles beyond 
thi5 a-point of land on the right, where the moun
tains become high on both sides, and possess more 
timber and greater varieties of it than hitherto; 
those on the left are covered with snow. One mile 
from this point we gaited for the night at three Iu-

,dian huts on the right, having made thirty-two 
miles. On cur first arrival they seemed surprised, 
but not alarmed at our appearance; and we soon 
became intimate by means of smoking, and our fa
vourite entertainment for the Indians, the violin. 
They gave us fruit, some roots, and root-breacl, 
-and we purchased from them three dogs. The 
houses of these people are similar to those of the 
Indians above, and their language the same: their 
dressJ also, consisting of robes or skins of wolves, 
deer, elk and wild-cat, is made nearly after the 
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same moJel: their hair is worn in plaits down each 
shoulder, and round their neck is put a strip of 
some skin with the tail of the animal hanging down 
over the breast: like the Indians above, they are 
fond of otter skins, and give a great price for them. 
vVe here saw the skin of a mountain sheep, which 
they say live among the rocks in the mountains: 
the skin was covered with white hair, the wool long, 
thick an(1 coarse, with long coarse hair on the top 
of the neck, and the back resembling somewhat the 
bristles of a goat. Immediately behind the village 
is a pond, in which were great numbers of small 

swan. 
Wednesday 30. A moderate rain fell during aU 

last night, but the morning was cool, and after 
taking a scanty breakfast of deer, we proceeded. 
The river is now about three quarters of a mile 
wide, with a current so gentle. that it does not 
exceed one mile and a half an hour; but its course 
is obstructed by the projection of large rocks~ ,,-hich 
seemed to have fallen promiscuously from the moun· 
tains into the bed of the river. On the left side four 
different streams of water empty themselves in cas
cades from the hills: what is however most singular 
is, that there are stumps of pine trees scattered to 
lome distance ill the river, which has the appear
ance of being dammed below. and forced to encroach 
on the shore: these obstructions continue till, at 
the distance of twelve miles, we came to the mouth 
of a river on the right. where we landed: we found 
it sixty yards wide. and its banks possess two kinds 
of timber which we had not hitherto seen: one is a 
Tery large species of ash; the other resembling in 
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its bark the beach; but the tree itself, as also the 
lea ves, are smaller. We called this stream Cru
satte) river, after Crusatte, one of our men: oppo'" 
si~ to its mouth, the Columbia widens to the dis~ 
taQce of a mile, with a large sand-bar, and large 

,stones and rocks scattere{l through the channel. 
'Ve here saw several of the large buzzards, which 
ar.e of the size of the largest eagle, with the under 
p(lrt of thei.r wings white: we also shot a deer, and 
three ducks; 011 part of which we dined, and then 
continued dO,wn the Columbia. Above Crusatte's 
river the low grounds are about three quarters of a 
mile wide, rising gradually to the hills, and with a 
rich soil covered with grass, fern, and other small 
undergrowth; but below the country rises with a 
steep ascent, and soon the mountains approach to 
the river, with steep rugged sides, covered with a 
very thick growth of pine, cedar, cottonwood and 
oak. The river is still strewed with large rocks. 
Two and a half miles below Crusatte's river is a 
large cr:eek on .the right, with a small island in the 
pIouth. J!ust ~elo:w this creek we passe(l along the 
rig-ht side of thr.ee small islands on the right hank 
of the river, with a larger island on the opposite 
,:;i~e, ~l1d la~ded on an island very near the right 
.Jl~ore, at the head of the great shoot, and opposite 
two sm~ller islall\ls at the fall or shoot itself. Just 
above the island on which we were encamped, is a 
small village of eight large houses in a bend on the 
right, :where the country, from .having been very 
mountain~us, becomes low for a short distance. We 
,had ~ade fIfteen miles to-day, during all which 
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time we were kept constantly wet with the rain; 
but as we were able to get on this idand some of 
the a8h which we saw for the first time to-day, and 
which makes a tolerable fire, we were as comfor
table as the moistness of the evening would permit. 
As soon as we landed captain Lewis went with five 
men to the village, which is situated near the riTer, 
with ponds in the low grounds behind: the greater 
part of the inhabitants were absent, collecting root. 
down the river; the few, however, who were at 
home, treated him very kindly, and gave him ber
ries, nuts an(l fish; and in the house were a gUll 
and several articles which must have been procured 
from the whites, but not being able to procure any 
information, he returned to the island. Captain 
Clarke had in the meantime gone down to examine 
the shoot, and to discover the best route for a por
tage. He followed an Indian path, which, at the 
distance of a mile, led to a -yillage on an elevated 
situation, the houses of which had been large, but 
built in a different form from any we had yet seen, 
but which had been lately abandoned, the greater 
part of the boards being put into a pond near the 
village: this was most probably for the purpose of 
drowning the fleas, which were in immense quan
tities near the houses. After going about three. 
miles, the night obliged him to return to camp: he
resumed his search in th~ morning, 

Thursday 31, through the rain. At the extremity 
of the basin, in which is situated the island where 
we ~re encamped, several rocks and rocky island. 
are lIltersperse(l through the bed of the river. The 
rocks on eadi side have fallen down from the moun-
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tains; that on the left being high, ancl on the right 
the hill itself, which is lower,slipping into the river: 
so that the current is here compressed within a spac .. 
of one hundred and fifty yards. Within this narrow 
limit it runs for the distance of four hundred yards 
with great rapidity, swelling over the rocks with a 
fall of about twenty feet: it then widens to two 
hund-red paces, and the current for a short distance 
becomes gentle; but at the distance of a mile and 
a half, and opposite to the old village mentioned 
yesterday, it is obstructed by a very bad rapid, 
where the waves are unusually high, the river being 
confined between large rocks, many of which are 
at the surface of the water. Captain Clarke pro
ceeded along the same path he had taken before, 
which led him through a thick wood, and along a 
hill side, till two and a half miles below the shoots 
he struck the river at the place whence the Indians 
make their portage to the head of the shoot: he 
here sent Crusatte, the principal waterman. up the 
stream, to examine if it were practicable to bring 
the canoes down the water. In the meantime, with 
Joseph Fields, he continued his route down the 
river, along which the rapids seem to stretch as far 
as he could see. At half a mile below the end of 
the portage he came to a house, the only remnant 
of a town, which, from its appearance, must have 
been of great antiqllity. The house was uninhabited, 
and being old and decayed, he felt no disposition to 
encounter the fleas, which abound in every situa
tion of that kind, and therefore did not enter. 

About half a mile below this house, in a very 
thick part of the woods, is an ancient burial-place~ 
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it comi~ts of eight vaults, made of pine' or cedar 
\;oards closely connected, about eight feet square' 
and six in height: the top secured, covered with' 
boards slopiug a little, so as to convey off the rain: 
the directi011 of all of them is ,east and west; the 
door being on the eastern side, and partially stopped 
with wi£Ie boards, deco.rated with rude pictuies'of 
men and other animals. On entering we found in 
some of them four £lead bodies, carefully wrapped 
in skins, tIed with cords of grass and bark, lying' 
on a mat, in' a direction east and west; the other 
,'aults contained only bones, which were in some of 
them piled to the height of four feet: on the tops 
of the vau'Its, and 011 poles attached to them, hung 
brass kettles and frying-pans with holes in their 
bottoms, baskets, bowlS, sea-shells. skins, pieces of 
cloth, hair, bags of trinkets and small bon'es, the 
offerings of friendship or affection, which have been 
saved by a pious veneration from the fero/cityof 
war, or the more dangerous temptations of indivi ... 
dual gain: the whole of the walls. as well as the 
door, were decorated' with strange figures cut and 
painted on them; and besides these were several 
wooden images of men. some of them so old and 
decayed as to have almost lost their shape, which 
,,,ere all placed against the sides of the vaults; 
These image!!, as well as those in the houses we 
have lately seen, do not appear to be at all the ob... 
jects of adoration: in this place they were most 
probably intended as resemblances of those whose 
decease they indicate; and when we observe them 
in houses, they occupy the most conspicuous part. 
but are treated more !ike cnnaments than objects • 
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of worship. Near the vaults, which are standing, 
are the remains· of others on the ground completely 
rofWl amI covered with moss; and as they are 
forrhed of the mbst du'rable pine and cedar timber, 
there is every appearance that, for a very long 
series of years, this retired spot has been the depo
sitory fOr' the Indians Ilear this place. After exa
mining this· place captain Clarke went on, and 
found the river as before, sfrewed with large rocks, 
again'st which tIle water ran with great rapidity. 
Just below the vaults the mountain, which is but 
low on the right side, leaves the river, and is suc
ceeded by an open stOJ1Y level, whiSh extends down 
the river, while on the left the mountain is still 
high and rugged. At two miles distance he came 
to a village of four houses, which were now vacant, 
and the doors barred lJP: on looking in he saw the 
usual quantity of utensils still remaining, from 
which he concluded that the inhabitants were at no 
great distance collecting roots or hunting, in order 
to lay in their supply of food for the winter: he left 
them and went Oil three miles to a difficult rocky 
J'apid, which was the last in view. Here, on the 

::right, are the remains of a large and ancient vil
{lage, which could be plainly traced by the holes 

for the houses and the deposits for fish: after he had 
examined these rapids and the neighbouring country 
he returned to camp by the same route. The only 
game he had obtained was a sand-hill crane. In 
the meantime we had been occupied in preparations 
for making the portage, and in conference with the 
Indians, who came down from the village to visit 
ps, Towards evening two canoes arrived from the 

• 
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village at the mouth of Cataract river, loaded wita 
fish and bears grease for the market below: as soon 
8S they landed they unloaded the canoes, turned 
them upside down on the beach, and encamped 
under a shelving rock near our camp. We had an 
opportunity to-day of seeing the hardihood of the 
Indians of the neighbouring village: one of the men 
shot a goose, which fell into the river, and was 
floating rapidly towards the great shoot, when an 
Indian observing it, plunged in after it: the whole • 
ma.ss of the waters of the Columbia, just preparing 
to descend its narrow channel, carried the animal 
down with great rapidity: the Indian followed it 
fearlessly to within one hundred and fifty feet of 
the rocks, where he would inevitably ha.ve been 
dashed to pieces; but seizing his prey he turned 
round, and swam ashore with great composure. 
We very willingly relinquished our right to the 
bird in favour of the Indian, who had thus saved it 
at the imminent hazard of his life: he immediately 
lIet to work, and picked off ahout half the feathers, 
and then witllout opening it ran a stick through it, 
and carried it off to roast. 

Friday, November 1. The morning was cool, and 
the wind high from the northeast. The Indians, 
who arrived last night, took their empty canoes on 
their shoulders, and carried them below the great 
shoot, where they put them in the water, and brought 
them down the rapid, till at the distance of two and 
It half miles they stopped to take in their loading, 
which they had been afraid to trust in the last ra
pid, and had therefore carried by land from the 
head of the shoQt. 
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After their example we carried our small canoe, 
and all the baggage, across the slippery rocks, to 
the foot of the shoot. The four large canoes wen: 
next brought down, by slipping them along polei, 
placed from one rock to another, and ill some 
places by using partially streams which escaped 
along side of the river. We were not, however, 
able to bring them across without three of them 
receiving injuries, which obliged us to stop at the 
end of the shoot to repair them. At this shoot WCl 

saw great numbers of sea-otters, but they are so 
shy, that it is difficult to reach them with the 
musket; one (If them, that was wounded to-day. 
sunk and was lost. Having by this portage avoided 
the rapid and shoot of four hundred yards in length, 
we re-elIlbarked, passed at a mile and a half the 
bad rapid opposite to the old village on the right, 
and making our way through the rocks, saw the 
house just below the end of the portage, the eight 
vaults near it, and at the distance of four miles 
from the head of the shoot reached a high rock, 
which forms the upper part of an island near the 
left shore. Between this island and the right shore 
we proceeded, leaving, at the distance of a mile 
and a half .. the village of four houses on our right, 
and a mile and a half lower came to the head of a. 
rapid near the village on the right. Here we halted 
for the night, having made only seven miles from 
the head of the shoot. During the whole of the 
passage the river is very much obstructed by 
rocks. The island, which is about three miles long, 
reaches to the rapid which its lower extremity con
tributes to form. The meridian altitude of to-day 
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gave us the latitude of 45° 44' 3" north. As we 
passed the village of four houses .w€ fQl1ud that the 
inhabitants had returned, and stoppedto vi~it them. 
The houses are ~imilar to thosell\ready described" 
but larger, from thirty-five to fifty f~et long, alJ~ 

thirty feet wide, beitlg sunk in the grop~ld abou,t 
six feet, and raised the same height above. 'fhei,r 
beds are raised about four feet and a .half abov!! 
the floor, and the ascent is by a Ilew pai~l,ted ladder, 
with which every family is provided, and U1~de, 
them are stored their dried fish, \\'h~le,the space 
between the part of the bed on which,~hey lie .!ln~l 
the wall of the house is occupied by the nU,ts; r,O;Q~~, 

berries, al~d other. provisions, "hich $-re ~pread op 
mats. The fire-place is about eight feet lon,g, an~ 
six feet wide, sunk a (09t below the tloor, secure~ 
by a frame, with mats placed around for ,~he family 
to sit on. In all of the l:w:uses :,!-re j~,a.ges of mcu9.f 
different shapes, and placed as orna~ents, i,n the 
parts of the house where they are mo~t ~ee,n. The.] 
gave us nuts, berries, and 50me drie,d :fi~h to eat; 
and we purchased, among other articles, ,a h~t 
made after their own taste, such as tltey .)Vea~. 
without a brim. They ask high prices for all t,~ilt 
they sell, observing that the whites .be.I,owpay 
dearly for all which they carry there. We c.ap,Q~t 
learn precisely the nature of thetr:lde carried on 
by the Indians with the inhabitants belQw. But as 
their knowle~ge of the whitessrems \~o be 'very 
imperfect; and the pnJy artic.les~hic.h they carry 
to mar.ket, such as pounded tish, be~r-grass and 
roots, cannot be an object of much foreign traffic, 
their intercourse appears to be an i~ieImedia,t,e 
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trade with the natilVes near the mouth of the 
Columbia: from t:ilem these people obtain in ex
change. for their fish, roots and bear-grass, blue 
and white beads, copper tea-kettles, brass arm
bands, some scarlet and blue robes, and a few arti ... 
cles of old European clothing. But their great 
object is to obtain beads; an article which holds 
the first place in their ideas of relative value, amI 
to procure which they will sacrifice their last arti
cle of clothing, or the last mouthful of food. Inde
pendently of their fondness for them as an ornament, 
these beads are the medium of trade, by which they 
obtain from the Indians still higher up the river, 
robes, skins, chappeled bread, bear-grass, &c. Those 
Indians, in turn, employ them to procure from the 
Indians in the Rocky mountains, bear-grass, pa
checo, roots, robes, &c. 

These Indians are rather below the common size. 
with high cheek-bones, their noses pierced, and, in 
full dress, ornamented with a tapering piece of white 
shell or wampum, about two inches long. Their 
eyes are exceedingly sore and weak, many of them 
have only a single eye, and some perfectly blind. 
Their teeth prematurely decayed, and in frequent 
instances altogether worn away. Their general 
health, however, seems to be good; the only dis
order we have remarked being tumours in different 
parts of the boJy. The women are small, and 
homely in their appearance; their legs and thighs 
much swelled, and their knees remarkably large; 
(leformities which are no doubt owing to the man
ller in which they sit 011 their hams. They go nearly 

VOL. II. K 
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naked, having only a piece of leather tied round 
the breast, falling thence nearly as low as the waist; 
a small robe about three feet square, and a piece of 
leather, which ill supplies the place of a cover, tied 
between their legs. Their hair is suffered to hang 
loose in every direction; and in their persons, as 
well as in their cookery, they are filthy to a most 
disgusting degree. We here observe, that the 
women uuiversally have their heads flattened, and 
in many of the villages we have lately seen the 
female children undergo the operation. 

CHAPTER III. 

First appearance of tide-water in the Columbia river-description or tbe 
Q\lid.sand river-some account of the SkiIIoot Indians-the party pass the 
l'iver Cowe1i:,ke-some account of the Wahkiacum Indians-arrival on the 
hord,'rs of the Pacific-d isagreeable and critical situation of the party when 
fil',t encamped-their <listress occasioned by the incessant torrents of rain
exposed for thirty days to tbis drenching deluge, during which time tbeir 
pro v isions are spoiled, and most of their few articles of merchandise de
.. royed-distress of the pal'ty-adventure of Shannon, and his danger from 
the Wahkiacums-difficulty of finding a place suitable for a permanent 
"ncampment-vibited by several Indians of different tribes, on whom medal!i 
al'e he,to wed. 

Saturday, November 2. WE now examined the 
rapid below more particularly, and the danger ap
pearing to be too great for the loaded canoes, aU 
those who could not swim were sent with the bag
gage by land. The canoes then passed safely, and 
were reloaded. At the foot of the rapid we took 3 

meridian altitude of 59~ 45' 45". Just as we were 
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setting out seven squaws arrived across the portage, 
loaded with dried fish and bear-gra~, neatly packed 
in bundles, and soon after four Indians came down 
the rapid in a large canoe. After breakfasting we 
left our camp at one o'clock, passed the upper 
point of an island which is separated from the right 
shore by a narrow channel, through which in high 
tides the water passes. But at present it contains no 
running water, and a creek which falls into it from 
the mountains on the right, is in the same dry con
dition, though it has the marks of discharging im
mense torrents at some seasons. The island thus 
made is three miles in length, and about one in 
width; its situation is high and open, the land 
rich, and at this time covered with grass and a 
great number of strawberry vines, from which we 
gave it the name of Strawberry island. In several 
places we observed that the Indians had been dig
ging for roots, and indeed the whole island bears 
every appearance of having been at some period in 
a state of cultivation. On the left side of the river 
the low ground is narrow and open: the rapid which 
we have just passed is the last of all the descents of 
the Columbia. At this place the first tide-water 
commences, and the river in consequence_ widened 
immediately below the rapid. As we descended we 
reached, at the distance of one mile from the rapid, 
a creek under a bluff on the left; at three miles is 
the lower point of Strawberry island. To this im
mediately succeed three smal,l islands covered with 
wood; in the meadow to the right, and at some dis
tance from. the hills, stands a high perpendicular 
rock, about eight hundred feet high, and four hUll--



76 LEWIS AND CLAltKE'S EXPEDITION 

dred yards f0und the base; this we called the 
Beacon rock. Just below is an Indian village of 
Dille houses, situated between two small creeks. 

At this village the river widens to nearly a mile 
in extent, the low grounds too become wider, and 
they, as well as the mountains on each side, are co
vered with pine, spruce-pine, cottollwood, a species 
of ash, and some alder. After being so long accus
tomed to the dreary nakedness of the country above, 
the change is as grateful to the eye as it is useful 
in supplying us with fuel. Four miles from the 
village is a point of land on the right, where the 
hills become lower, but are still thickly timbered. 
The river is now about two miles wide, the current 
smooth and gentle, and the effect of the tide Jtas 
been seusible since leaving the rapid. Six miles 
lower is a rock rising front the middle of the river 
to the height of olle hundred feet, and about eighty 
yards at its base. We continued six miles further, 
and halted for th'e night under a high projecting 
rock 011 the left side of the river, opposite the point 
()f a large meadow. The mountains, which from the 
great shoot to this place are high, rugged, and 
thickly covered with timber, chiefly pf the pipe 
species, here leaving the river on each side; the 
river becomes two and a half miles in width, and 
the low grounds are extensive and well supplied 
Wiih wood. The Indians whom we left at the por
tage passed us, on their way down the river, apd 
seven others, who were descending in a canoe, for 
the purpose of trading below, encamped with us. 
We had made, from the foot of the great shoot, 
twentY-Iline mHes to-daYr Th~ epb-~ide rpse SJ,t oqr 
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camp about nine inches, the flood must rise much 
higher. We saw great numbers of water-fowl, such 
as swan, geese, ducks of various kinds, gulls, 
plover, and the white and grey brant, of which 
last we killed eighteen. 

Sunday 3. We were detained until ten o'clock 
by a fog so thick that a man could not be discerned 
at the distance of fifty steps. As soon as it cleared 
offwe set out in company with .our new Indian ac
quaintances, who came from a village near the 
great falls. The .low grounds along the river are 
c.overed so thickly with rushes, vines, and .other 
small growth, that they are almost impassable. At 
the distance .of three miles we reached the mouth 
of a river on the left, which seemed to lose its waters 
in a sand-bar opposite; the stream itself being .only 
a few inches in depth. But on attempting t.o wade 
acr.oss, we discovered that the bed was a very bad 
quicksand, t.o.o deep to be passed .on fo.ot. We went 
up a mile and a half to examine this river. and 
found it to be at this distance a very c.onsiderable 
stream, one hl1ndred and twenty wide at its nar
rowest p~rt, with several small islands. Its cha
racter resembles very much that .of the river Platte. 
It drives its qllicksand .over the low grounds with 
great impetuosity; and such is the quantity .of 
~oarse sand which it discharges, that the accumu
lation has formed a large sand-bar or island three 
miles long, and a mile and a half wide, which 
divides the waters of the Quicksand river int.o two 
channels. This sand island compresses the Columbia 
within a space of half a mile, and throws its whole 
cprrell~ ~gair).st ~he right sijore. Opposite to this 
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river, which we call Quicksand river, is a large 
creek, to which we gave the name of Seal river. 
The first appears to pass through the low country 
at the foot of the range of mountains towards the 
'southeast, while the second, as well as all the large 
creeks on the right side of the Columbia, rise in the 
same ridge of mountains N. N. E. from this place. 
The mountain, which we have supposed to be the 
mount Hood of Vancouver, bears S. 850 E., about 
forty-seven miles from the mouth of the Quicksand 
river. After dinner we proceeded, and at the dis
tance of three miles reached the lower mouth of 
Quicksand river. On the opposite side a large creek 
falls in near the head of an island, which extends 
for three miles and a half down the river; it is a 
mile and a half in width, rocky at the upper end, 
has some timber round its borders, but in the mid
dle is open, atHi has several ponds. Half a mile 
]ower is another island in the middle of the river, 
to which, from its appearance, we gave the name 
of Diamond island. Here we met fifteen Indians 
ascending the river in two canoes, but the only in
formation we could procure from them was, that 
they had seen three vessels, which we presume to 
be European, at the month of the Columbia. We 
went along its right side for three miles, and en~ 
camped opposite to it, after making to-day thirteen 
miles. A canoe soon after arrived from the village 
at the foot of the last rapid, with all Indian amI his 
family, consisting of a wife, three children, and a 
woman who had been taken prisoner from the Snake 
Indians, living on a river from the south, which we 
afterwards foun(l to be the l\Iultnomah. Sacajawea 
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was immediately introduced to her, in hopes that, 
being a Snake Indian also, they might uuderstaJl[1 
each other; but their language was not sufficiently 
intelligible to permit them to converse together. 
The Indian had a gun, with a brass barrel and 
cock, which he appeared to value very highly. 

Below Quicksand river the country is low, ricIt 
and thickly wooded on each side of the river; the 
islands have less timber, but are furnished with a 
number of ponds, near which are vast quantities of 
fowls, such as swan, geese, brants, cranes, storks. 
white gulls, cormorants and plover. The river is 
wide, and contains a great number of sea-otters. 
In the evening the hunters brought in game for a 
sumptuous supper, which we shared with the In
dians, both parties of whom spent the night with us. 

Monday 4. The weather was cloudy and cool. 
and the wind from the west. During the night, the 
tide rose eighteen inches near our camp. 'Ve set 
out about eight o'clock, and at the distance of 
three miles came to the lower end of Diamond 
island. It is six miles long. nearly three in width. 
and, like the other islands, thinly covered with 
timber, and has a number of ponds, or small lakes, 
scattered over its surface. Besides the animals al
ready mentioned, we shot a deer on it this morning. 
Near the end of Diamond island are two others. 
separated by a narrow channel filled at high tides 
only, which continue on the right for the distance 
of three miles, and, like the adjacent low groumh:, 
are thickly covered with pine. Just below the last, 
we landed on the left bank of the river, at a village 
of twenty-five houses; all of these were thatt:hed. 
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with straw, and built of bark, except one, which 
'Was about fifty feet long, built of boards in the 
form of those higher up the river, from which it 
differed, however, in being completely above 
ground, and covered with broad split boards: this 
village contains about two hundred men of the 
Skilloot nation, who seem well provided with ca
noes, of which there were at least fifty-two, and 
some of them very large, drawn up in front of the 
village. On landing we found the Indian from 
above, who had left us this morning, and who now 
invited us into a lodge, of which he appeared to 
own a part. Here he treated us with a root, round 
in shape, and about the size of a small Irish potato, 
which they call wappatoo: it is the common ar
rowhead or sagittifolia, so much cultivated by the 
Chinese, and when roasted in the embers till it be
comes soft, has an agreeable taste, and is a very 
good substitute for bread. After purchasing some 
more of this root, we resumed our journey, and at 
seven miles distance came to the head of a large 
island near the left. On the right shore is a fine 
open prairie for about a mile, back of which the 
country rises, and is supplied with timber, such as 
white oak, pine of different kinds, wild crab, and 
several species of undergrowth, while along the 
borders of the river there are only a few cotton
wood amI ash trees. In this prairie were also signs-
of deer and elk. • 

When we landed for dinner a number of Indians 
came down, for tIre purpose, as we supposed, of 
paying us a friendly visit, as they had put on their 
favourite dresses. In addition to their nEual covel'" 
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ing-, they had Sl." .rlet and blue blankets, sailors' 
jackets and trowsers, shirts and hats. They had all 
of them either war axes, spears and bow arrows, or 
muskets and pistols, with tin powder flasks. 'Ve 
.smoked with them, and endeavoured to show them 
every attention, but we soon found them very as
suming and disagreeable companions. While we 
were eating, they stole the pipe with which they 
were smoking, and the great coat of one of the 
men. We immediately searched them all, and dis
covered the coat stuffed under the root of a tree 
near where they were sitting; but the pipe we 
could not recover. Finding us determined not to 
suffer any imposition, and discontented with them, 
they showed their displeasure in the only way 
which they dared, by returning in an ill humour to 
their village. We then proceeded, and soon met 
two canoes, with twelve men of the same Skilloot 
nation, who were on their way from below. The 
larger of the canoes was ornamented with the figure 
of a hear in the bow, and a man in the stern, both 
nearly as large as life, both made of painted wood, 
and very neatly fixed to the boat. In the same 
canoe were two Indians finely dressed, and with 
round hats. This circumstance induced us to give 
the name of Image canoe to the large island, the 
lower end of which we now passed, at the distance 
of nine miles from its head. We had seen two 
smaller islands to the right, and three more near 
its lower extremity. The Indians in the canoe here 
made signs that there was a village behind those 
islands; and indeed we presumed there was a chan-

VOL. n. L 
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nel on that side of the river, for one of the canoes 
passed in that direction between the small islands; 
but we were anxious to press forward, and there
fore did not stop to examin~ more minutely. The 
river was now about a mile and a half in widtb, 
with a gentle current, the bottoms extensive and 
low, but not subject to be overflowed. Three miles 
below the Image canoe island we came to four 
large houses on the left side. at which place we 
had a full view of the mountain which we first saw 
on the 19th of October, from the Muscleshell rapid" 
and which we now find to be the mount St. Helen 
of Vancouver. It bears north 25° east, about ninety 
miles distant; it rises in the form of a sugar-loaf to 
a very great height, and is covered with snow. A 
mile lower we passed a single house on the left~ 
and another on the right. The Indians had now 
learned so much of us, that their curiosity was 
without any mixture of fear, and their visits be .. 
came very frequent and troublesome. We thereM 

fore continued on till after night, in hopes of get::.. 
ting rid of them; but after passing a village on 
each side, which on account of the lateness of the 
hour we saw indistinctly, we found there was no 
escaping from their importunities. We therefore 
landed at the distance of seven miles below Image 
canoe island, and encamped near a single house OR 

the right, having made during the day twentY--lline 
miles. 

The Skilloots, whom we passed to-day, speak a 
language somew hat different from that of the Eche
loot~ or Chilluckittequaws near the long narrows. 
l'hel[ dreSi ii similar .. except that the Skilloots 
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possess more articles procured from the white traders; 
and there is a further difference between them, in
asmuch as the Skilloots, both males and females, 
have the head flattened. Their principal food is 
fish, wappatoo roots, and some elk and deer, in 
killing. which with their arrows they seem very 
expert, for during the short time we remained at 
the village three deer were brought in. We also 
observed there a tame bra ira. 

As soon as we landed we were visited by two 
canoes loaded with Indians, from whom we pur~ 
chased a few roots. The grounds along the river 
continue low and rich; and among the shrubs 
which cover them is a large quantity of vines, re
sembling the raspberry. On the right the low 
grounds are terminated, at the distance of five 
miles, by a range of high hills covered with tall 
timber, and running southeast and northwest. The 
game, as usual, very abundant; and among other 
birds we observe some white geese with a part of 
their wings black. 

Tuesday 5. Our choice of a camp had been very 
unfortunate; for 011 a sand island opposite to us 
were immense numbers of geese, swan-ducks, and 
other wild fowl, who, during the whole night, se .. 
renaded us with a confusion of noises, which com
pletely prevented our sleeping. During the latter 
part of the night it rained, and we therefore wil
lingly left our encampment at an early hour. We 
passed at three miles a small prairie, where the 
river is only three quarters of a mile in width, and 
soon after two houses on the left, half a mile distan~ 
from· each other; from one of which three men 
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came in a canoe, merely to look at us, and having 
done so returned home. At eight miles we came to 
the lower point of an island, separated from the 
right side by a narrow channel, on which, a short 
distance above the end of the island, is situated a 
large village: it is built more compactly than the 
generality of the Indian villages, and the front has 
fourteen houses, which are ranged for a quarter of 
a mile along the channel. As soon as we were dis
covered seven canoes came out to see us, and after 
some traffic, during which they seemed well dis
posed and orderly, accompanied us a short distance 
below. The river here again widens to the space of 
a mile and a half. As we descended we soon ob
served, behind a sharp point of rocks, a channel a 
quarter of a mile wide, which we suppose must be 
the one taken by the canoes yesterday on leaving 
Image canoe island. A mile below the channel are 
some low cliffs of rocks, near which is a large island 
on the right side, and two small islands a little fur
ther on. Here we met two canoes ascending the 
nver. 

At this place the shore on tIle right becomes bold 
and rocky, and the bank is bordered by a range of 
high hills covered with a thick growth of pine: on 
the other side is an extensive low island, separated 
from the left by a narrow channel. Here we stopped 
to dill;, and found the island open, with an abun
dant growth of grass, and a number of ponds well 
supplied with fowls; and at the lower extremity 
are the remains of an old village. We procured a 
swan, several dUCKS, and a brant, and saw some 
deer on the island. Besides this island, the lower 
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extremity of which is seventeen miles from tIle 
channel just mentioned, we passed two or three· 
smaller ones in the same distance. Here the hills on 
the right retire from the river, leaving a high plain. 
between which, on the left bank, a range of high, 
hills running southeast, and covered with pine., 
forms a bold and rocky shore. At the distance of 
six miles, however, these hills again return and 
close the river on both sides. We proceeded on, 
and at four miles reached a creek on the right, 
about twenty yards in width, immediately below 
which is an old village. Three miles further, and 
at the distance of thirty-two miles from our camp 
of last night, we halted under a point of high land, 
with thick pine trees, on the left bank of the river. 
Before landing we met two canoes, the largest of 
which ba(l at the bow the image of a bear, and 
that of a man on the stern: there were twenty-six: 
Indians on board, but they all proceeded upwards, 
and we were left, for the first time since we reached 
the waters of the Columbia, without any of the na
tives with us during the night. Besides the game 
already mentioned, we killed a grouse much larger 
than the common size, and observed along the shore 
a number of striped snakes. The river is here deep, 
and ab,out a mile and a half in width. Here too the 
ridge of low mountains" running northwest and 
southeast, cross the river, and form the western 
boundary of the plain through which we have just 
passed. This great plain or valley begins above the 
mouth of Quicksand river, and is about sixty miles 
wide in a straight line, while on the right and left 
it extends to a reat distance: it is a fertile and 
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delightful country, shaded by thick groves of tall 
timber, watered by small ponds, and running on 
both sides of the river. The soil is rich, and capable 
of any species of culture; but in the present con
dition of the Indians its chief production is the 
wappatoo root, which grows spontaneously and 
exclusively in this region. Sheltered as it is on both 
.ides, the temperature is much milder than that of 
ihe surrounding country; for, even at this season 
of the year, we observe very little appearance of 
frost. During its whole extent, it is inhabited by 
numerous tribes of Indians, who either reside in it 
permanently, or visit its waters in quest offish and 
wappatoo roots: we gave it the name of the Co
lumbia valley. 

Wednesday 6. The morning was cool, wet, and 
;rainy. We proceeded at an early hour between the 
high hills 011 both sides of the river, till at the dis
tance of four miles we came to two tents of Indians 
in a small plain on the left, where the .hills on the 
right recede a few miles from the river, and a long 
narrow island stretches along the right shore. Be
hind this island is the mouth of a large river, a 
hundred and fifty yards wide, called hy the India~s 
Coweliske. We halted for dinner on the island, but 
the redwood and green briars are so interwoven 
:with the pine, alder, ash, a species of beech, and 
other trees, that the woods form a thicket, which 
our hunters could not penetrate. Below the mouth 
of the Coweliske a very remarkable knob rises from 
the water's edge to the height of eighty feet, being, 
two hundred paces round the base; and as it is in 
a low part of the island, and some distance from the 
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high grounds, the appearance of it is very singular. 
On setting out after dinner we overtook two canoes
going down to trade: one of the Indians, who spoke 
a few words of English, mentioned, that the prin
cipal person who traded with them was a Mr. Ha
ley, and he showed a bow of iron, and several other 
things, which he said Mr. Haley had given him. 
Nine miles below that river is a creek on the same; 
and between them three smaller islands; one on the 
left shore, the other about the middle of the river, 
and a third near the lower end of the long narrow 
island, and opposite a high cliff of black rocks on 
the left, sixteen miles from our camp. Here we 
were overtaken by the Indians from the two tents 
we passed in the morning, from whom we now pur
chased wappatoo roots, salmon, trout, and two bea
ver skins, for which last we gave five small fish:' 
hooks. 

At these cliffs the mountains, which had conti ... 
nued high and rugged on the left, retired from the 
river; and as the hills on the other side had left the 
water at the Coweliske, a beautiful extensive plain 
now presented itself before us: for a few miles we 
passed alongside of an island a mile in width and 
three miles long, below which is a smaller island, 
where the high rugged hills, thickly covered with 
timber, border the right bank of the river, and 
terminate the low grounds: these were supplied 
with common rushes, grass and nettles; in the 
moister parts with bullrushes and flags, and along 
the water's edge some willows. Here also were two 
ancient villages, now abandoned by their inhabi
liants, of whom no vestige remains~ except two small 
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dogs almost starved, and a prodigious quantity of 
fleas. After crossing the plain, and making five 
miles, we proceeded through the hills for eight 
miles. The river is about a mile in width, and the 
hills so steep, that we could not for several miles 
find a place sufficiently level to suffer us to sleep 
in a level position: at length, by removing the 
large stones, we cleared a place fit for our purpose 
above the reach of the tide, and after a journey of 
twenty-nine miles, slept among the smaller stones, 
under a mountain to the right. The weather was 
rainy during the whole day; we therefore made 
large fires, to dry our bedding and to kill the fleas, 
who have accumulated upon us at every old village 
we have passed. 

Thursday 7. The morning was rainy, and the 
fog so thick, that we could not see across the river. 
'Ve observed, however, opposite to our camp, the 
upper point of an island, between which and the 
steep hills on the right we proceeded for five miles. 
Three miles lower is the beginning of an island, 
separated from the right shore by a narrow chan
nel; down this we proceeded, under the direction 
of some Indians, whom we had just met going up 
the river, and who returned in order to show us 
their village. It consists of four houses only, situ
ated on this channel, behind several marshy islands 
formed by two small creeks. On our arrival they 
gave us some fish, and we afterwards purchased 
wappatoo roots, fish, three dogs, and two otter skins, 
for which we gave fish-hooks chiefly, that being 
~n article of which they are very fond. 

Th~se people seem to be ofa different nation from 
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those we have just passed: they are low in stature, 
ill-shaped, and all have their heads flattened. They 
call themselves Wahkiacum, and their language 
differs from that of the tribes above, with whom 
they trade for wappatoo roots. The houses, too, are 
built in a different style, being raised entirely above 
ground, with the eaves about five feet high, and 
the door at the corner. Near the end opposite to 
this door is a single fireplace, round which are the 
beds, raised four feet from the floor of earth; over 
the fire are hung the fresh fish, and when dried 
they are stowed away with the wappatoo roots un
der the beds. The dress of the men is like that of the 
people above; but the women are clad in a peculiar 
manner, the robe not reaching lower than the hip, 
and the body being covered in cold weather by a 
sort of corset of fur, curiously plaited, and reaching 
from the arms to the hip; added to this is a sort of 
petticoat, or rather tissue of white cedar bark, 
bruised or broken into small strands, and woven 
into a girdle by several cords of the same material. 
Being tied round the middle, these strands hang 
down as low as the knee ill front, and to the middle 
of the leg behind, and, are of sufficient thickness to 
answer the purpose of concealment while the female 
stands in an erect position, but in any other attitude 
is but a very ineffectual defence. Sometimes the 
tissue is strings of silk-grass twisted and knotted at 
the end. 

After remaining with them about an hOUl, we 
proceeded down the channel with an Indian dressed 
in a sailor's jacket for our pilot; and on reachm~ 
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the main channel were visited by some Indian', 
who have a temporary residence on a marshy island 
in the middle of the river, where are great abun
dance of water-fow I. Here the mountainous country 
again approaches the river on the left, and a higher 
mountain is distinguished towards the southwest. 
At a distance of twenty miles from our camp, we 
haitecl at a village of Wahkiacums, consisting of 
seven ill-looking houses, built in the same form 
with those above, and situated at the foot of the 
high hills on the right, behind two small marshy 
isla ads. 'Ve merely stopped to purchase some food 
and two beaver skins, and then proceeded. Oppo
site to these islands the hills on the left retire, and 
the river widens into a kind of bay, crowded with 
low islands, subject to be overflowed occasionally 
by the tide. We hall not gone far from this village 
when the fog cleared off, and we enjoyed the de
lightful prospect of the ocean; that ocean, the ob
ject of all our labours, the reward of aU our anx
ieties. This cheering view exhilirated the spirits of 
all the party, who were still more delighted on 
hearing the distant roar of the breakers. We went 
on with great cheerfulness under the high moun
tainous country, which continued along the right 
bank; the shore was, however, so bold and rocky, 
that we could not, until after going fourteen mile." 
from the last village, find any spot fit for an en
campment. At that distance, having made during 
the day thirty-four miles, we spread our mats on 
the ground, and passed the night in the rain. Here 
we were joined by our small canoe, which had been 
leparated from us during the fog this morning. 
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Two Indians from the last village also accompanied 
us to the camp, but having detected them in steal
ing a knife, they were sent off. 

Friday 8. It rained this morning; and having 
changed the clothing, which had been wet during 
yesterday's rain, we did not set out till nine 0' clock. 
Immediately opposite our camp is a rock. at the 
distance of a mile in the river, about twenty feet 
in diameter and fifty in height, and towards the 
southwest some high mountains, one of which is 
covered with snow at the top. We proceeded past 
several low islands in the bend or bay of the river 
to the left, which is here five or six miles wide. We 
were here overtaken by three Indians in a canoe, 
who had salmon to sell. On the right side we passed 
all old village, and then. at the distance of three 
miles, entered an inlet or niche, about six miles 
across, and making a deep bend of nearly five miles 
into the hills on the right shore, where it receives 
the waters of several creeks. We coasted along this 
inlet, which, from its little depth, we called Shal
low bay, and at the bottom of it halted to dine, 
near the remains of an old village, from which, 
however, we kept at a cautious distance, as it was 
occupied by great numbers of fleas. At this plac~ 
we observed a number of fowl. among which we 
killed a goose and two ducks, exactly resembling, 
in appearance and flavour, the callvassback duck 
of the Susquehannah. After dinner the three Indians 
left us, and we then took advantage of the return
ing tide, to go on about three miles to a point on 
the right, eight miles distant from our camp; but 
here the waves ral:). S9 highJ and dashed abo¥t o1,U' 
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canoes so much, that several of the men became 
sea-sick. It was, therefore, judgert. imprudent to 
go 011 in the present state of the weather, and we 
landed at the point. The situation was extremely 
uncomfortable; the high hills jutted in so closely, 
that there was not room for us to lie level nor to 
secure our baggage free from the tide, and the 
water of the river is too salt to be used; but the 
waves increasing every moment so much, that we 
could not move from the spot with safety, we fixed 
ourselves on the beach left by the ebb-tide, and 
having raised the baggage on poles, passed a di~
agreeable night, the rain during the day having 
wet us completely, as indeed we have been for 
some days past. . 

Saturday 9. Fortunately for us the tide did not 
rise as high as our camp during the night, but be
ing accompanied by high winds from the south, the 
canoes, which we could not place beyond its reach. 
were filled with water, and were saved with much 
difficulty: our position was very uncomfortable, 
but as it was impossible to move from it, we waited 
for a change of weather. It rained, however. during 
the whole day, and at two o'clock in the afternoon 
the flood-tide came in, accompanied by a high wiud 
from the south, which. about four o'clock shifted to 
the southweet, and blew almost a gale dire~tly f~o~ 
the sea. The immense waves now broke over the 
place where we wert! encamped, and the large trees, 
some of them five or six feet thick, which had 
lodged at the point, were drifted over our camp, 
and the utmost vigilance of every man could 
scarcely save our canoes from being crushed ~~ 
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pieces. We remained in the water and drenched 
with rain during the rest of the day, our only food 
being some dried fish, and some rain-water which 
we caught. Yet, though wet and cold, and some 
of them sick from using the salt-water, the men 
are cheerful, and full of anxiety to see more of the 
ocean. The rain continued all night, and, 

Sunday 10, the following morning, the wind, 
however, lulled, and the waves not being so high, 
we loaded our canoes, and proceeded. The moun
tains on the right are high, covered with timber, 
chiefly pine, and descend in a bold and rocky shore 
to the water. We went through a deep niche, and 
several inlets on the right, while on the opposite 
side is a large bay, above which the hills are close 
on the river. At the distance of ten miles the wind 
rose from the northwest, and the waves became so 
high, that we were forced to return, for two miles 
to a place where we could with safety unload. Here 
we landed, at the mouth of a small run, and having 
'placed our baggage on a pile of drifted logs, waited 
until low water. The river then appeared more 
calm: we therefore started, but after going a mile 
found the waves too high for our canoes, and were 
obliged to put to shore. \Ve unloaded the canoes, 
amI having placed the baggage on a rock above 
the reach of the tide, encamped on some drift logs, 
which formed the only place where we could lie, 
the hills rising steep over our heads, to the height 
of five hundred feet. All our baggage, as well as 
purselves, were thoroughly wet with the rain, which 
did not cease during the day; it continued violently 
~pring the night, in the course of whi~h the tiQe 
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reached the logs on which we lay, and set them 

afloat. 
Monday II. The wind was still high from the 

southwest, and drove the waves against the shore 
with great fury: the rain too fell in torrents, ancl 
not only drenched us to the skin, but loosened the 
stones on the hill sides, which then came rolling 
down upon us. In this comfortless situation we re~ 
mailled all day, wet, cold, with nothing but dried. 
fish to satisfy our hunger; the canoes in one place 
at the mercy of the waves, the baggage in anoth~r, 
and all the men scattered on floating logs, or shel· 
tering themselves in the crevices of the rocks and 
hill sides. A hunter was despatched in hopes of 
finding some fresh meat; but the hills were so 
1lteep, and covered with undergrowth and fallen 
timber, that he could not penetrate them, a.nd he 
was forced to return. About twelve o'clock we 
were visited by five Indians in a canoe: they came 
from above this place, on the opposite side of the 
river, and their language much resembles that of 
the Wahkiacum: they called themselves Cathla
mahs. In person they are small, ill made, and badly 
clothed; though one of them had on a sailor's round 
jacket and pantaloons, which, as he explained by 
signs, he had received from the whites below the 
point: we purchased from them thirteen red charr, 
a fish which we found very excellent. After some 
time they went on board the boat, and crossed the 
river, which is here five miles wide, through a very 
heavy sea. 

Tuesday 12. About three o'clock a tremendous 
gale of wind arose .. accompanied, with lightning, 
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thunder, and hail: at six it became light for a 
short time, but a violent rain soon began, and 
lasted during the day. During this storm one of 
our boats, secured by being sunk with great quan
tities of stone, got loose, but drifting against a rock 
was recovered without having received mnch in
jury. Our situation became now much more dan
gerous, for the waves were driven with fury against 
the rocks and trees, which till now had afforded 
us refuge: we therefore took advantage of a low 
tide, and moved about half a mile round a point to 
a small brook, which we had not observed till now, 
on account of the thick bushes and driftwood which 
eoncealed its mouth. Here we were more safe, but 
still cold and wet; our clothes and bedding rotten 
as well as wet, our baggage at a distance, and the 
canoes, our only means of escape from this place, 
at the mercy of the waves: we were, however, for
tunate enough to enjoy good health, and even had 
the luxury of getting some fresh salmon and three 
salmon trout in the brook. Three of the men at
,tempt9d to go round a point, in our small Indian 
canoe, but the high waves rendered her quite un-
manageable; these boats requiring the seamanship 
of the natives themselves, to make them live in so 
r{)ugh a sea. 

Wddnesday 13. During the night, we had short 
intervals of fair weather, but it began to rain in the 
morning, and continued through the day. In order 
to obtain a view of the country below, captain 
Clarke followed up the course of the brook, and 
with much fatigue, and after walking three miles. 
asceJ}<1ed th"e first spur of the mountains. The who~e 
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lower country was covered with almost impene.
trable thickets of small pine, with which is mixed 
a species of plant resembling arrowwood, twelve or 
fifteen feet high, with a thorny stem, almost inter
woven with each other, and scattered among the 
fern and fallen timber: there is also a red berry, 
somewhat like the solomon's seal, which is called 
by the natives solme, and used as an article of diet. 
This thick growth rendered travelling almost im
possible, and it was rendered more fatiguing by the 
steepness of the mountain, which was so great as to 
oblige him to draw himself up by means of the 
bushes. The timber on the hills is chiefly of a large 
tall species of pine, many of them eight or ten fe~t 
in diameter at the stump, and rising sometimes 
more than one hundred feet in height. The hail, 
which fell two nights since, is still to be seen on 
the mountains: there was no game, and no traces 
of any, except some old signs of elk: the cloudy 
weather prevented his seeing to any distance, and 
he therefore returned to camp. and sent three men 
ill the Indian canoe to try if they could double the 
point, and find some safer harbour for our canoes. 
At every flood-tide the sea breaks in great swells 
against the rocks, and drifts the trees among our 
establishment, so as to render it very insecure. We 
were confined, as usual, to dried fish, which is OUF 

last resource. 

Thursday 14. It rained without intermission du
ring last night and to-day: the wind too is very 
high, and one of our canoes much injured by being 
dashed against file rocks. Five Indians from below 
~~me to us in a canoe, and three of them havin!; 
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lnnded, informed us, that they had seen the men 
sent down yesterday. At this moment one of them 
arrived, and informed us that these Indians had 
stolen his gig and basket: we therefore ordered the 
two women, who remained in the canoeJ to restore 
them; but this they refused till we threatened to 
shoot, when they gave back the articles, and we 
then ordered them to leave us. They were of the 
Wahkiacum nation. The man now informed us, 
that they had gone round the point, as far as the 
high sea would suffer them in the canoe, and then 
landed; and that in the night he had separated 
from his companions, who had gone further down: 
that at no great distance from where we are is a 
beautiful sand beach, and a good harbour. Captain 
Lewis concluded to examine more minutely the 
lower part of the bay, and taking one of the large 
canoes, was landed at the point, whence he pro~ 
ceeded by land with four men, and the canoe re
turned nearly filled with water. 

Friday 15. It continued raining all night, but in 
the morning the weather became calm and fair: we 
therefore began to prepare for setting out, but be~ 
fore we were. ready a high wind sprang up from 
the southeast, and obliged us to remain. The sun 
shone until one o'clock, and we were thus enabled 
to dry our bedding and examine our baggage. The 
rain, which has continued for the last ten days with
out an interval of more than two hours, has com
pletely wet all our merchandise, spoiled some of 
our fish, destroyed the robes, and rotted nearly one 
half,of our few remaining articles of clothing, par-
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ticu1arly the leather dresses. About three o'clock 
the wind fell, and we instantly loaded the canoes, 
and left the miserable spot to which we have been 
confined the last six days. On turning the point we 
came to the sand beach, through which runs a small 
stream from the hills, at the mouth of which is an 
ancient village of thirty-six houses, which at pre
sent has no inhabitant.s except fleas. Here we met 
Shannon, who had been sent back to meet us by 
captain Lewis. The day Shannon left us in the 
canoe, he and Willard proceeded on till they met a 
patty of twenty Indians, who, having never heard 
of us, did not know where they came from: they, 
however, behaved with so much civility. and seemed 
so anxious that Ute men should go with them towards 
the sea, that their suspicions were excited, and they 
declined going on: the Indians, however, would 
not leave them, and the men being confirmed in 
their suspicions. and fearful, if they went into the 
woods to sleep, they would be cut to pieces in the 
night, thought it best to pass the night in the midst 
of the Indians: they therefore made a fire, and af
ter talking with them to a late hour, laid down 
with their rifles under their heads. Wh'en they awoke 
this morlling they found that the Indians hall stolen 
and concealed their guns: ha.ving demanded them 
in vain, Shannon seized a club, and was about 
assaulting one of the Indians. whom he suspected 
as a thief, when another Indian began to load a. 
fowling-piece. with an intention of shooting him. 
He therefore stopped, and explained by signs, that 
if they did 110t give up the gUllS, a large party 
'Would come down the river,. before the SUll rose to 
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.such a I),eight, and put everyone of them to death. 
Fortunately captain Lewis and his party appeared 
at this time, and the terrified Indians immfdiately 
brought the guns, and five of them came on with 
Shannon. To these men we declared, that if ever 
any of their nation stole any thing from us, he 
should be instantly shot. They reside to the north 
of this place, and speak a language different from 
that of the people higher up the river. It was JlOW 

apparent that the sea was at all times too rough for 
us to pro,ceed further down the bay by water: we 
ther,efore landed, and having chosen the best spot 
we could select. made our camp of boards from the 
old village. We were now situated comfortably, 
and being visited by four Wahkiacums with wap
patoo roots, were ellabled to make all agreeable 
addition to our food. 

Saturday 16. The morning was clear and beau
tiful. We therefore put out all our baggage to dry, 
and sent several of the party to hunt. Our camp is 
in full view of the ocean, on the bay laid down by 
Vancouv.er. which we distinguish by the name of 
Haley's bay, from a trader who visits the Indians 
here, and is a great favourite among them. The 
meridian altitude of this day gave 46° 19' 11.7" as 
the latitude of our camp. The wind was strong from 
the southwest, and the waves very high, yet the 
Indians were passing up and down the bay in ca
noes, and several of them encamped near us. We 
smoked with them, but after our recent experience 
of their thievish disposition, treated them with cau
tion: Though so much exposed to the bad weather, 
p,one of the party have suffered, except one, who 
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has a violent cold, in consequence of sleeping' for 
several nights in wet leather. The hunters brought 
in two deer, a crane, some geese and ducks, alll 
several brant, three of which ~ere white, except a 
black part of the wing, and much larger than the 
grey brant, which is itself a size beyond the duck. 

Sunday 17. A fair cool morning and easterly 
wind. The tide rises at this place eight feet six 
inches in height, and rolls over the beach in great 
waves. 

About one o'clock captain Lewis returned, after 
having coasted down Haley's bay to cape Disap
pointment, and some distance to the north along 
the sea coast. He was followed by several Chin
nooks, among whom were the principal chief and 
his family. They made us a present of a boiled 
root, very much like the common liquorice in taste 
and size, and called culwhamo: in return we gave 
double the value of their present, and now learned 
the danger of accepting any thing from them, since 
no return, even if ten times the, value of their gif.t, 
can sa.tisfy them. We were chiefly occupied in 
hunting, and were able to procure three deer, four 
brant, and two ducks, and also saw some signs of 
elk. Captain Clarke now prepared for an excursion 
down the bay, and accordingly starte{l, . 

:Monday 18, at day-light, accompanied by eleven 
men. He proceeded along the beach one mile to a 
point of rocks about forty feet high, where the hills 
retire, leaving a wide beach, and a number of 
ponds covered with water-fowl, between which and 
the mountain is a narrow bottom of alder and small 
balsam trees, Seven miles from the rocks is the 
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entrance of a creek, or rather drain from the ponds 
and hills, where is a cabin of Chinnooks. The cabin 
contained some children and four women, one of 
whom was in a most miserable state, covered with 
ulcers, proceeding, as we imagine, from the vene
real disease, with which several of the Chinnooks 
we have seen appear to be afflicted. We were taken 
across in a canoe by two squaws, to each of whom 
we gave a fish-hook, and then coasting along the 
bay, passed at two miles the low bluff of a small 
hill, below which are the ruins of some old huts, 
and close to it the remains of a whale. The country 
is low, open and marshy. interspersed with some 
high pine and a thick undergrowth. Five miles 
from the creek we came to a stream, forty yards 
wide at low water, which we called Chinnook river. 
The hills up this river and towards the bay are not 
high, but very thickly covered with large pine of 
several species: in many places pine trees, three or 
four feet in thickness, are seen growing on the 
bodies of large trees, which, though fallen and co
vered with moss, were in part sound. Here we 
dined on some brant and plover, killed as we came 
along, and after crossing in a boat lying in the 
.$and near some old houses, proceeded along a bluff 
of yellow clay and soft stone to a little bay or har
boar, into which a drain from some ponds empties: 
at this harbour the land is low, but as we went on 
it rose to hills of eighty or ninety feet above the 
water. At the distance of one mile is a seconrl bay, 
and a mile beyond it, a small rocky island, in a 
~eep bend, which seems to afford a very good har
~o~r, and. where the natives inform us European 
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vessels anchor for the purpose of trading. We went 
on round another bay, in which is a seco.nd amall 
island of rocks, and crossed a small stream, which 
rises in a pond near the sea coast, and after running 
through a low isthmus empties into the bay. This 
narrow low ground, about two or three hundred 
yards wide, separates from the main hills a kind of 
peninsula, the extremity of which is two miles from 
the anchoring place: and this spot, which was called 
cape Disappointment, is an elevated, circular .}tnoh, 
rising with a steep ascent one hundred alld fifty or 
one hundred and sixty feet above the water, formell 
like the whole shpre of the bay, as well as of the 
sea coast, and covered with thick timber on the 
inner side, but open and grassy in the exposure 
next the sea. From this cape a high point of land 
bears south 200 west, about twenty-five miles dis
tant. In the range between these two eminences is 
the opposite point of the bay, a very low ground, 
which has been variously called cape Rond by La
peyrouse, and point Adams by Vancouver. The 
water, for a great distance off the mouth of the 
liver, appears very shallow, and within the mouth 
nearest to point Adams, is a large sand- har, almost 
covered at high tide. We could not. ascertain the 
direction of the deepest channel, for the waves 
break with tremendous force the whole distance 
across the bay, bu~ the Indians point nearer to the 
opposite side as the best passage. After remai.uing 
for some time 011 this elevation, we descended across 
the low isthmus, and reached the ocean at the foot 
of a high hill, about a mile in circumference, and 
projecting into the sea. We crossed this hill" which 
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is open, and has a growth of high coarse grass, and 
elj~amped on the north side of it, having made 
nineteen miles. Besides the pounded fish amI brant, 
we had for supper a flounder, which we picked up 
on the beach. 

Tuesday 19. In the night it began to rain, and 
continued till eleven o'clock. Two hunters were 
sent on to kill something for breakfast, and the rest 
of the party, after drying their blankets, soon fol
lowed. At· three miles we overtook the hunters" 
and breakfasted on a small deer, which they had 
been fortunate enough to kill. This, like all those 
we have seen on this coast, are much darker than 
our common deer. Their bodies too are deeper, 
their legs shorter, and their eyes larger. The 
branches of the horns are similar, but the upper 
part of the tail is black, from the root to the end, 
and they do not leap, but jump like a sheep fright
ened. We then continued over rugged hills and 
steep hollows, near the sea, on a course about north 
200 west, in a direct line from the cape, till at the 
distance of five miles we reached a point of high 
land, below which a sandy-beach extends in a direc
tion north 190 west, to another high point about 
twenty miles distant. This eminence we distin-
guished by the name of point Lewis. It is there that 
the high lands, which 'at the commencement of the 
sandy beach recede towards Chinnook river, again 
approach the ocean. The intermediate country is 
low, with many small ponds crowded with birds, 
and watered by the Chinnook, on the' borders of 
which resides the nation of the same name. We 
went four miles along the sandy beach to a small 
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pine tree, on which captain Clarke marked his 
name, with the year and day, and then returned to 
the foot of the hills, passing 011 the shore a sturgeon 
ten feet long. and several joints of the back-bone 
of a whale, both of which seem to have been thrown 
ashore and foundered. After dining on the remains 
of the small deer, we cros;ed ill a southeastern 
direction to the bay, where we arrived at the dis
tance of two miles, then continued along the bay. 
crossed Chinnook river, and encamped on its upper 
side, in a sandy bottom. 

Wednesday 20. It rained ill the course of the 
night. A hunter, despatched early to procure some 
food, returned with eight ducks, on which we 
breakfasted, and then followed the course of the 
bay to the creek or outlet of the ponds. It was now 
high tide, the stream three hundred yards wide, 
and no persall in the cabin to take us across. We 
therefore made a small raft, on which one of the 
men passed, and brought a canoe to carry us over. 
As we went along the beach, we were overtaken 
by several Indians, who gave us dried sturgeon and 
wappatoo roots, and soon met several parties of 
Chinnooks returning from the camp. When we 
arrived there we found many Chinnooks, and two 
of them being chiefs, we went through the ceI:e
mony of giving to each a medal, and to the most 
distinguished a flag. Their names were Com com
moly and Chillahlawil. One of the Indians had a 
robe made of jwo sea-otter skins, the fur of whicb 
was the most beautiful we had ever ieen; the 
owner resisted every temptation to part with it, but 
at len~th could not resist the offer of a belt of blue 
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beads, which Chaboneau's wife wore round her 
waist. During our absence, the camp had been 

'visited by many Indians, and the men, who had 
been employed in hunting, killed several deer, aud 
a variety of wild fowls. 

Thursday 21. The morning was cloudy, and from 
noon till night it rained. The wind too was high 
from the southeast, and the sea so rough, that the 
water reached our camp. Most of the Chinnool{s 
returned home, but we were visited, in the course 
of the day, by people of different bands in the 
neighbourhood, among whom are the Chiltz, a 
nation residing on the sea coast near Point Lewis, 
amI the Clatsops, who live immediately opposite on 
the south side of the Columbia. A chief from the 
grand rapid also came to see us, and we gave him 
a medal. To each of our visiters we made a present 
of a small piece of riband, and purchased some 
cranberries, and some articles of their manufac
ture, such as mats and household furniture, for all 
which we paid high prices. After we had been re
lieved from these Indians, we were surprised at (I. 

visit of a different kind; an old woman, who is the 
wife of a Chinnook chief, came with six young 
women, her daughters and nieces, and having de
liberately encamped near us, proceeded to culti
nte an intimacy between our men and her fair 
wards. 

VOJ:.. II. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Extravagant pas,ion of the natives for blue be~ds, which constitute amongst 
them the circulating medium of thl' country-The parly still in search of a 
suitable place for winter-quarters-Still suffering from the constant deluges 
of rain-Are vi.ited by the Indians, with whom they traffic but liltle, on 
account of the extravagant prices they ask for every article-Retum of 
captain LPwis, who reports that he has foulld a suitahle place for winter
quarters-The raill still continues-Th",' prepare to form an ellcampmen,t 
on a point of high land on the banks of the li,'e,. Nutch-Captain Clarke 
goes with a party til find a place suitable for the manufacture of salt-He 
is hospitably cntel'tai •• ed by the Clatsop~-This tribe addicted to the vice of 
gal)1bling-Sickness of some of the pnrLy, occasioned by the incessant l'aiDs
They form, notwithstanding, " permanent encampmeut for their winter

quarters. 

Friday 22. IT rained during the whole night, 
and abo\l.t daylight a tremendous gale of wind rose 
from the S. S. E., and continued during the whole 
day with great violence. The sea runs so high, 
that the water comes into Ol1r camp, which the 
rain prevents us from leaving. ,\,Ve purchased from 
the old squaw, for armbands and rings, a few wap
patoo roots, on which we subsisted. They are nearly 
equal in flavour to the Irish potato, and afford a 
very good substitute for bread. The bad weather 
has driven several Indians to our camp, but they 
are still under the terrors of the threat which we 
made on tirst seeing them, and now behave with 
the greatest decency, 

Saturday 23. The rain continued through the 
night, but th} morning was calm and cloudy. The 
hunters were sent out, and killed three deer, foul' 
brant, and three ducks. Ifowards evening seven 
C,lFltsops caDle over in OJ, canoe. with two skins of 
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the sea-otter. To this article they attach an extra
vagant value; and their demands for it were so 
high, that we were fearful of reducing our small 
stock of merchandise, on which We must depend 
for subsistence as we return, to venture on pur
chasing. To ascertain however their ideas as to the 

. value of different objects, we offered for one of the 
skins a watch, a handkerchief, an American dollar, 
and a bunch of red beads; but neither the curious 
mechanism of the watch, nor even the red beads 
could tempt him; he refused the offer, but asked 
for tiacomoshack or chief beads, the most common 
80rt of coarse blue-coloured beads, the article be
yond all price in their estimation. Of these bhle 
beads we have but few, and therefore reserve them 
for more necessitoml circumstances, 

Sunday 24. The morning being fair we dried OUf 

wet articles and sent out the hunters, but they re
turned with only a single brant. In the evening a 
chief and several men of the Chinnooks came to see 
us; we smoked with them, and bought a sea-otter 
skin for blue beads. Having now examined the 
coast, it becomes necessary to decide on the spot for 
our wintering-quarters. The people of the country 
subsist chiefly on dried fish and roots, but of these 
there (loes not seem to be a sufficient quantity foJ:' 
our 81111port, even were we able to purchase; and 
the extravagant prices, as wflll as our small store 
of merchandise, forbid us to depend on that resource. 
We must therefore reI y for subsistence on our arms, 
and be guided ill the choice of our residence by the 
abundance of game which any particular spot may 
offelj,~' The Indians say t~at the deer ii most ml"" 
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merous at some distance above -on the river, but 
that the country on the opposite side of the bay is 
better supplied with elk, an animal much larger 
and more easily killed than deer, with a skin better 
fitted for clothing, and the meat of which is more 
nutritive during the winter, when they are both 
poor. The climate too is obviously much milder 
here than above the first range of mountains, for 
the Indians are thinly clad, and say they have lit
tle snow; indeed since our arrival the weather has 
been very warm, and sometimes disagreeably so: 
and dressecl as we are altogether in leather~ the 
eold would be very unpleasant, if not injurious. 
The neighbourhood of the sea is moreover recom
mended by the facility of supplying ourselves with 
salt, and the hope of meeting some of the trading 
vessels, who are expected in about three months, 
fllld from whom we may procure a fresh supply of 
trinkets for our ronte homewards. These conside
rations induced us to determine on visiting the op
posite side of the bay, and if there was an appear
ance of much game, to establish ourselves there 
during the winter. Next day, 

l\,[onday 25, howe\'er, the wind was too high to 
suffer us to cross the river, but as it blew generally 
from the east southeast,. the coast on the north was 
in some degree sheltered by the highlands. We 
iherefore set out, and keeping near the shore, halt
ell for dinner in the shallow bay, and after dark 
reached a spot near a rock, at some distance in the 
river, and close to our former camp of the 7th inst. 
On, leaving our camp. seven Clatsops accompanied 
us m a canoe, but after ,oing a few miles crossed 
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the bay, through immense high waves, leaving UE! 

in admiration at the dexterity with which they 
threw aside each wave as it threatened to come 
over their canoe. The evening was cloudy, and in 
the morning, 

Tuesday 26, it rained. 'Ve set out with the wind 
from east northeast, and a short distance above the 
rock, near our camp, began to cross the river. We 
passed between some low marshy islands, which we 
called the Seal islands, and reached the south side 
of the Columbia, at a bottom three miles below a 
point, to which we gave the name of point Samuel. 
After going along the shore for five miles, we en
tered a channel two hundred yards in width, which 
separates from the main land a large but low island. 
On this channel, and at the foot of some highlands, 
is a village, where we landed. It consists of nine 
large wooden houses, inhabited by a tribe called 
Cathlamahs, who seem to differ neither in dress; 
language nor manners, from the Chinnooks and 
Wahkiacums: like whom they live chiefly on fish 
and wappatoo roots. We found, however, as we 
hoped, some elk me~t: after dining on some fresh 
fish and roots, which we purchased from them at 
an immoderate price, we coasted along a deep bend 
of the river towards the south, and at night en
camped under a high hill; all the way from th~ 
"illage the land is high, and has a thick growth 
of pine ba~sam and other timber; but a,s it was still 
raining very hard, it was with difficulty we pro
cured wood enough to make fires. Soon after we 
landed three Indians from the Cathlawah village 
came down with wappatoQ roois, some of whic~ 
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we purchased with fish-hooks. At daylight the 
llexi morning, 

Wednesday 27, eleven more came down with 
provisions, skins and mats for sale, but the prices 
were too high for our reduced finances, and we 
bought nothing. As we were preparing to set out 
we missed an axe, which was found under the robe 
of one of the Indians, and they were all prohibited 
in consequence from following us. We went on ill 
the rain, which had continued through the night, 
and passing between a number of islands, came to 
a small river, called by the Indians Kekemahke. 
We af~erwards came to a very remarkable knob of 
land, projecting about a mile and a half towards 
Shallow bay, and about four miles round, while 
the neck of land, which connects it to the main 
shore, is not more than fifty yards wide. We went 
round this projection, which we named point Wil
liam; but the waves then became so high, that we 
could not venture any farther, and we therefore 
landed on a beautiful shore of pebbles of various 
colours, and encamped near an old Indian hut on 
the isthmus. In drawing our canoes on shore, we 
had the misfortune to make a split two feet long in 
one of them. The isthmus opposed a formidable 
barrier to the sea, for we now found that the water 
below is salt, while that above is fresh and weU 
tasted. It rained hard during the whole day; it 
continued all night, and in the morning, 

Thursday 28, began more violently, attended 
with a high wind from the southwest. It was noW 
impossible to proceed on so rough a sea. We there
fgre sent several men to hUllt~ and the rest of us 
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,emained, during the day, in a situation the most 
cheerless and uncomfortable. On this little neck of 
land we are exposed with a miserable covering, 
which does not deserve the name of a shelter, to the 
violence of the winds; all onr bedding and stores, 
as well as our bodies, are completely wet, our 
clothes rotting with constant exposure, and no food 
except the dried fish obtained from the falls, to 
which we are again reduced. The hunters ali re
turned hungry, and drenched with rain, having 
seen neither deer nor elk, and the swan and brant 
too shy to be approached. At noon the wind shifted 
to the northwest, and blew with such "tremepdous 
fury, that many trees were blown down near us. 
This gale lasted, with short intervals, dnring the 
whole night; but towards morning, 

Friday 29, the wind lulled, though the rain con
tinued, and the waves were stilJ high. Captain 
Lewis took the Indian canoe, which is better cal
culated for rough weather, and with five men went. 
down to a small bay below us, where we expect to 
find elk. Three other men set out at the same time 
to hunt, in different directions, and the rest re
mained round the smoke of our fires, drying lea
ther, in order to make some Hew clothes. The 
night brought only a continuation of rain and hail, 
with short intervals of fair weather, till in the 
morning, 

Saturday 30, it cleared up about nine o'clock, 
and the sun shone for several hours. Other hunters 
were HOW sent out, and we passed the remainder 
of the day in drying our merchandise, so long ex
rose~. S~veral of the men complain of disorders ill 
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their bowels, which can be ascribed only to their 
diet of pounded fish mixed with salt-water: and 
they are therefore directed to use for that purpose, 
the fresh water above the point. The hunters had 
seen three elk, but could not obtain any of them: 
they however brought in three hawks, and a few 
black ducks, of a species common in the United 
States, living in large flocks, and feeding on grass: 
they are distinguished by a sharp white beak, toes 
separated, and having no craw. Besides these wild 
fowls, there are in this neighbourhood a large kind 
of buzzard with white wings, the gray and the bald 
eagle, the large red-tailed hawk, the blue magpye, 
and great numbers of ravens and crows. We observe, 
however, few small birds; the one which has most 
attracted our attention being a small brown bird, 
which seems to frequent logs and the roots of trees. 
Of other animals there is a great abundance. 'Ve 
see great quantities of snakes," lizards, worms and 
spiders, as well as small bugs, flies, and insects of 
different kinds. The vegetable productions are also 
numerous. The hills along the coast are high and 
steep, and the general covering is a growth of lofty 
pines of different species, some of which rise more 
than two ~undred feet, and are ten or twelve feet 
in diameter near the root. Besides these trees. we 
observe on the point, a species of ash, the alder. 
the laurel, one species of the wild crab, and several 
kinds of underbrush, among which the rosebush~!I 
are conspicuous. 

Sunday, December 1, ] 805. Again we had a 
cloudy day, and the wind so high from the east, 
that having ventured in a boat, with a view to hunt . 

• 
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at some distance, we were obliged to return. \Ve 
resumed our occupation of dressing leather, and 
mending our old clothes, in which we passed the 
day. The hunters came in with a.report of their 
having seen two herds of elk, but they could kill 
nothing, and we therefore again fed upon dried 
fish. At sunset it began to rain violently, and 
continued all night, and 

Monday 2, the next day. This disagreeable 
food, pounded fish, has occasioned so much sick
ness among the men, that it is now absolutely ne
cessary to vary it. Three hunters therefore set out, 
and three more were sent up the Kekemahke creek, 
ill search of fish or birds. Towards evening one of 
them returned: he had observed great appearances 
of elk, and even seen two herds of them; but it 
rained so hard, that he could with difficulty get a 
.!hot: he had, however, at last killed one, at the 
distance of liix miles from the camp, and a canoe 
was now sent to bring it. The party from Keke
mahke creek were less successful: they had seen 
no fish, amI all the birds, in consequence probably 
of being much hunted by the Indians, were too shy 
to be approached. 

Tuesday 3. The wind was from the east, and the 
morning fair; hut as if a whole day of fLe weather 
was not permitted, towarj1s night it Le~rall to r:lin. 
Even this transient glimpse of ~unslune revived 1).C 

spirits of the party, who were still more plel1.setl 
when the elk killed yesterday was brought j'b 

camp. This was the first elk we h:d killed on Ih! 

west side of the Rocky mountains; and, condemaed 
YOLo II. \' 
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as we have been to the dried fish, farms a most 
nourishing food. After eating the marrow of the 
shankbones, the squaw chopped them fine, and by 
boiling extracted a pint of grease, superior to the 
tallow itself of the animal. A canoe of eight Indians, 
who were carrying down wappatoo roots to trade 
with the Clatsops, stopped at our camp: we bought 
a few roots for small fish-hooks, and they then left 
us: but, accustomed as we are to the sight, we 
could not but view with admiration the wonderful 
dexterity with which they guide their canoes over 
the most boisterous seas; for though the waves were 
flO high, that before they had gone half a mile the 
canoe was several times out of sight, they proceeded 
with the greatest calmness and security. Two of 
t.he huuters, who set out yesterday, had lost their 
wa y, and did 110t return till this evening: they h.ad 
fleen in their ramble great signs of elk~ and had 
killed six, which they hall butchered, and left at a 
great distance. A party was sent, in the morning, 

Wednesday 4. to carry the elk to a bay, some 
distance below, to which place, if the weather per
mitted, we would all remove our camp this evening; 
but the rain, which had continued during the night, 
lasted all next day, and was accompanied by so 
high a wind from the southeast and south, that we 
dared not risk our canoes on the water. It was high 
water at eleyen o'clock, when the spring-tide rose 
two feet higher than the common flood-tides. We 
passed the day around our fires, and as we are so 
liituated that the smoke will not immediately leave 
the camp, we are very much incommoded, and our 
Ityei injured by it. No neWi has yet been received 
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from captain ,Lewis, and we begin to have much 
uneasiness for his safety. 

Thursday, December 5. It rained during the 
whole night, and this morning the rain and high 
wind compelled us to remain at our camp. Besides 
the inconvenience of being thus stopped on our 
route, we now found that all our stores and bedding 
are again wet with rain. The high water was at 
twelve o'clock, and rose two inches beyond that of 
yesterday. In the afternooll we were rejoiced at the 
return of captain Le\vis, who came in a canoe with 
three of his men, the other two being left to guard 
six elk and five deer which they had killed: he 
had e~amined the coast, aarl found a river a short 
distance below, on which '.ve might encamp during 
the winter, with a suffic~ency of elk for our subsis
tence within reach. This iHf~)fmation was very satis
factory, and we decided 011 going thither as S0011 

as we could move from the point; but all night and 
the following day, 

Friday 6, it rained, and the wind blew hard from 
the southwest, so that the sea was still too rough 
for US to proceed. The high-tide of to-day rose 
thil teen inches higher than it did yesterday, and 
obliged ps to move our camp to a high situation. 
Here we remained, waiting for better weather, till 
about dark the wind shifted to the north, and the 
sky was clear. We had now some prospect of being 
able to leave our situatioll, and indeed although 
some rain fell in the course of the night, the nex t 
morning, 

Saturday 7, was fair; 
canoes~ and proceeded. 

we therefore loaded our 
But the tide was against 
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US, amI the waves very high, so that we were 
obliged to proceed !<lowlyalld cautiously. We at 
length turned a poil',t, and round ourselves in a 
deep bay; here we landed for breakfast, and were 
joined by the party sent out three days ago to look 
for the six elk. In see king for the elk they had 
missed their way for a day and a half, and when 
they reached the place, fountl the elk so much 
spoiled, that they b;O\,g:ht the skins only of four of 
them. After breakfast we coasted round the bay, 
which is about four miles aero,,!!, and receives, be
sidps several smail creer.~, two rivers, called by the 
Indi,l:Is, the Olle Kilhowanal{el, the other NetuI. 
"\Ve calle(1 it J'fIeriwether's bay, from the christian 
name of captain Lewis, who was, no doubt, the first 
white man who surveyed it .. As we went along the 
wind w"s high from the northeast, and in the middle 
pf the day it rained for two hours and then cleared 
pff. On reai.:hing the south side of the bay we 
ascended the Netul for three miles to the first point 
of high land on its western bank, and forme(l OUI' 

camp in a thick grove of lofty pines, about two 
hundred yards from the water. and thirty feet 
a bove the level of the high tides. 

Sunday 8. This seemed the most eligible spot fOJ! 
our winter establishment. In order therefore to find 
a place for making salt, and to examine the coun
try further, captain Clarke set out with five men, 
and pursuing a course south sixty degrees west, 
over a dividing ridge, through thick pine timber, 
much of which had fallen, passed the heads of two 
~mall brooks. In the neighbourhood of these the 
land was swampy and overflowed, and we waded 
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knee-deep till we came to an open ridgy prairie, 
covered with the plant known on our frontier by 
the name of sacacommis. Here is a creek about 
sixty yards wide, running towards point Adams; 
they passed it on a small raft. At this place they 
discovered a large herd of elk, and, after pursuing 
them for three miles over bad swamps and small 
ponds, killed one of them. The agility with which 
the elk crossed the swamps and bogs, seems almost 
incredible; as we followed their track, the ground 
for a whole acre would shake at our tread, amI 
sometimes we sunk to our hips, without finding any' 
bottom. Over the surface of these bogs is a species 
of moss, among which are great numbers of cran
berries, and occasionally there rise from the swamp 
steep and small knobs of earth, thickly covered 
with pine and laurel. 011 one of these we halted at 
night, but it was scarcely large enough to suffer 
us to lie clear of the water, and had very little dry 
wood. We succeeded however in collecting enough 
to make a fire, and having stretched the elk skin 
to keep off the" rain, which still continued, slept till 
morning, 

Monday "9, when we rose, perfectly wet with 
rain during the night. Three men were then sent 
in pursuit of the elk, while with the other three 
captain Clarke proceeded westward towards the 
sea. He passed over three swamps, and then arrived 
at a creek, which was too deep to ford, and there 
was 110 wood to make a raft. He therefore proceed
ed down it for a short distance, till he found thn t 
he was between the forks of a creek. One branch, 
Wh~ch he had passed yesterday, turns round to~ 
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wards the southwest, to meet another of equal size 
from the south, and together they form a small 
river, about seventy yards wide. He returned to 
the place where he had left the raft, and having 
crossed proceeded down about a mile, when he met 
three Indians. They were loaded with fresh salmon, 
which they had taken with a gig, and were now 
returning to their village on the sea coast, where 
they invited him to accompany them. He agreed, 
and they brought out a canoe hid along the banks 
of the creek. In this ihey passed over the branch 

. which he had just crossed on a raft, and then car
ried the canoe a quarter of a mile to the other fork, 
which they crossed, a1)(1 continued down to the 
mouth of the river. At this place it makes a great 
bend, where the river is seventy yards wide; just 
above, or to the south of which, is the village. 

We crossed over, and found that it consisted of 
three houses, inhabited by twelve families of CIat
,ops. They were on the ~onth exposure of a hill, 
and sunk about four feet deep into the ground; the 
walls, roof and gable-ends, being formed of split 
pine boards; the descent through a small door down 
a ladder. There are two fires in the middle of the 
room, and the beds disposed round the walls, two 
or three feet from the Jall, so as to leave ·room un
eler them for their bags, baskets, and household 
articles. The floor itself is covered with mats. 
Captain Clarke was received with much attention~ 
As soon as he entered clean mats were spread, and 
fish, berries and roots set before him on small neat 
platters of rushes. After he had eaten, the men of 
the other h!Juses came and smoked with him. They 
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aU appeared much neater in their persons and diet 
thm Imlians generally are. and frequently wash 
their hands and faces, a ceremony by no means fre
quent elsewhere. While he was conversing with 
them, a flock of brant lighted on the water, amI he 
with a small rifle shot one of them at a great dis
tance. They immediately jumped in and brought 
it on shore, very much astonished at the shot, which 
~ontributed to make them increase their attention. 

Towards evening it began to rain and blow very 
violently from the southwest; and captain Clarke 
therefore determined to remain during the night. 
When they thought his appetite had returned, an 
old woman presented him in a bowl, made of light 
coloured horn, a kind of sirrup, pleasant to the 
taste, and made from a species of berry common in 
this country, about the size of a cherry, and called 
by the Indians shel wel: of these berries a bread is 
also prepared. which being boiled with roots forms 
a soup, which was served in neat wooden trenchers: 
this, with some cockles, was his repast. The men of 
the village now collected, and began to gamble. 
The most common game was one in which one of 
the 'company was banker, and played against all 
the rest. He had a piece of bone, about the size of 
a large bean, and having agreed with any indivi
dual as to the value of the stake, wouhl pass the 
bone from one ha'nd to the other with great dexte
rity, singing at the same time, to divert the atten
tion of his adversary; and then holding it in his 
hands, his antagonist was challenged to guess in 
which of them the bone was, and lost or won as he 
pointed to the right or wrong hand. To this game 
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of hazard they abandoned themselves with great 
ardour; sometimes every thing they possess is sa
crificed to it, and this evening several of the Indians 
lost all the beads which they had with them. This 
lasted for three hours, when captain Clarke appear
ing disposed to sleep, the man who had been most 
attentive, and whose name was Cuskalah, spread 
two lle\V mats near the fire, and ordering his wife 
to retire to her own bed, the rest of the company 
dispersed at the same time. Captain Clarke then 
lay down, but the violence with which the fleas 
attacked him did not leave his rest unbroken, and 
he rose, 

Tuesday 10, early. The morning was cloudy, 
with some rain: he walked out on the sea shore, 
and observed the Indians walking up and down the 
creek, and examining the shore: he was at a loss 
to l1nd~rstand their object, till one of them came 
to him, and ex plailled that they were in search of 
fish which had been thrown on shore and left by 
the tide, adding in English, "sturgeon is very 
good." There is, indeed, every reason to suppose, 
that these Clatsops depend for their subsistence, 
during the winter, chiefly 011 !he fish thus casually 
thrown on the coast. After amusing himself for 
some time on the beach, he returned towards the 

I 

"Village, and shot on his way two brant. As he came 
near the village, one of the Indians asked him to 
shoot a duck, about thirty steps distant: he did so, 
and having accidentally shot off its head, the bird 
was brought to the village by the Indians, all of 
whom came round in astonishment: they examined 
the duck, the musket, and the very small bullets, 
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which were a hundred to the pound, and then ex
~laimed, Clouch mnsquet, wake, commatax mus

. quet: a good musket, do not understaud this kind 
of musket. They now placed before him their best 
roots~ fish, and sirrup, after which he attempted to 
purchase a sea-otter skin with some red beads, 
which he happened to have about him; but they 
decline.d trading, as they valued none except hlue 
or white beads: he therefore bought nothing but a 
little berry bread and a few roots, in exchange for 
fish-hooks, and then set out to return by the same 
route he came. He was a(!companied by Cuskalah 
and his brother as far as the third creek, and then 
proceeded to the camp through a heavy rain. The 
whole party had been occupied during his absence 
in cutting down trees to make huts, and in hunting. 

Wednesday 11. The rain continued last night and 
the whole of this day. \lVe were, however, all em
ployed in putting up our winter cabins, which we 
are anxious to finish. as several of the men are be
ginning to suffer from the excessive dampness; four 
of them have very violent colds, one has a dysen
tery, a third has tumours on his legs, and two have 
been injured by dislocation and straining of their 
limbs. 

Thursclay 12. We continued to work in the rain 
at our houses. In the evening there arrived two 
canoes of Clatsops, among whom was a principal 
chief, called Comowol. We gave him a medal, and 
treated his companions with great attention; after 
which we began t~ bargain for a small sea-otter 
skin, some wappatoo roots, a~d another species of 

YOLo II. 
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1"oot called shanataque. We readily perceived that 
they were close dealers, sticlded much for trifles, 
and never closed the bargain uutil they thought 
they had the advantage. The wappatoo is dear, as 
they themselves are obliged to give a high price 
for it to the Indians above. Blue beads are the ar
ticles most in request, the white occupy the next 
place in their estimation, but they do not value 
much those of any other colour. We succeeded at 
last in purchasing their whole cargo for a few fish
hooks, and a small sack of Indian tobacco, which 
we had received ftom the Shoshone¥. The next 
morning, 

Friday lj, we treated them to a breakfast on elk 
meat, of which they seemed very fond; and having 
purchased frofu them two skins of thE! ltieervia, and 
two robes made of the skin of all ailimal about the 
size of a cat, they left us. Two hUfiters arrived 
with the pleasing: ifttelligence of theit hating killed 
eighteen elk about six miles off. Our huts begin 
to rise, for though it rains all day, we c(jiltillue our 
labours, and are rejoiced to find, that the beautiful 
balsam pine splits into excellent boatds, more than 
two feet in width. ih the evening three Indians 
came in a canoe, with provisions and skins f(lr sale, 
and spent the night with us. 

Saturday 14. Aga.ih it rained all day, but by 
working constantly we finished the walls of our 
huts, and nearly COl11pleted a house for our pro'Vi
,ions. The constant rains have completely spoiled 
our last supply_ of elk; but notwithstanding that 
Icareely a mall has been dry fot a gteat number of 
days, the Jiick are recQvering. Four men were de~ 
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spatched to guard the elk which were killed yes
terday, till a larger party joined them. Accord
il1gly, 

Sunday 15, captain Clarke with sixteen men set 
out in three canoes, amI having rowed for thr~e 
miles up the river, turned up a large creek from 
the right, and after going three miles further, 
l::J.nded about the height of the tide-water. The 
men were then despatched in sm~ll parties to bring 
in the elk, each man returning with a quarter of 
the animal. In bringing the third and last load, 
nearly half the men missed their way, and did not 
return till after night; five of them indeed were 
not able 19 find their way at all. It had been cloudy 
and in the night began to rain, and as we had no 
cover \fere obliged to sit lJP the greater part of the 
night, for as soon as we lay down the rain would 
come under us, and compel us to rise. It was in
d.eed a most uncomfortable situation, but the five 
men who joined us in the morning, 

Monday 16, had been more unlucky, for in ad
dition to the rain, which had poured down upon 
them all night, they had no fire, ~nd drenched and 
cold as they were, exhibited a most distressing 
!ight. T~ey had left their loads where they slept, 
and some men were sent after them, while others 
were despatched after two more elk ill another 
bend of the creek, who after taking these two last 
on board, proceeded to our camp. It rained and 
hailed during the day, and a high wind from tho 
southeast not only threw down trees as we .passed 
along, but made the river so rough, that we pro
ceeded with great risk. We now had the meat-
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house covered, and all our game carefully hung 
up in small pieces. 

Tuesday 17. It rained all night, anel this morn
ing there was a high wind, and hail as well as rain 
fell; and on the top of a mountain, about ten miles' 
to the southeast of us, we observed some snow. The 
greater part of our stores is wet, and our leathern 
tent is so rotten, that the slightest touch makes a 
rent in it, and it will now scarcely shelter a spot' 
large enough for our beds. We were all busy in 
finishing the inside of the huts. The after part W1I8 

cool and fair. But this respite was of very short 
duration, for all night it continued raining and 
snowing alternately, and in the morning, 

'Vedncsday IS, we had snow and hail till twelve 
o'clock, after which it changed to rain. The air 
now became cool and disagreeable, the wind high 
and unsettled, so that being thinly dressed in lea~' 
ther, we were able to do very little on the houses. 

Thursday 19. The rain continued all night with 
short intervals, but the morning was fair, and the 
wind from the southwest. Situated as we are, our 
only occupation is to work as diligently as we can 
011 our houses, and to watch the changes of the 
weather, on which so much of our comfort depends. 
'Ve availed ourselves of this glimpse of sunshine, 
to send across Meriwether's bay for the boards of 
an old Indian house; but before the party returned 
with them, the weather clouded, and we again had 
h~i! and rain during the rest of the day. Our only 
"Vlslters were two Indians, who spent a short time 
with us. 

Friday 20. A succession of rain and hail during 
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the night. At ten o'clock it 1!1eared off for a short 
time, but the rain soon recommenced; we now co
vered in four of our huts; three Indians came in a 
canoe with mats, roots, and the berries of the saca
commis. These people proceed with a dexterity 
and finesse in their bargains, which, if they have 
not learned from their foreign visiters, it may show 
how nearly allied is the cunning of savages to the 
little arts of traffic. They begin by asking double 
or treble the value of what they have to sell, and 
lower their demand in proportion to the greater or 
less degree of ardor or knowledge of the purchaser. 
who, with all his management, is not able to pro
cure the article for less than its real value, which 
the Indians perfectly understand. Our chief me
dium of trade consists of blue and white beads, files 
with which they sharpen their tools, fish-hooks and 
tobacco: but of all these articles, blue beads and 
tobacco are the most esteemed. 

Saturday 21. As usual it rained all night, and 
continued without intermission during the day. 
One of our Indian visiters was detected in stealing 
a horn spoon, and turned out of the camp. We fiud 
that the plant called sacacommis, forms an agree
able mixture with tobacco, and we therefore de
spatched two men to the open lands near the ocean, 
in order to collect some of it, while the rest conti
nued their work. 

Sunday 22. There was no interval ill the rain 
last night and to-day, so that we cannot go on ra
pidly with our buildings. Some of the men are in
deed quite sick, others have received bruises, and 
several complain of biles. \Ve discover too that part 



126 LEWIS AND CLARKE'S EXPEDITION' 

.of our elk meat is spoiling, in consequence of the' 
-warmth of the weather, though we have kept a 
constant smoke under it. 

Monday 23. It continued raining the whole day, 
with no variation except occasiol1al thunder and 
hail. Two canoes of Clatsops cilme to \IS with various 
articles for sale; we bought three mats and bags 
neatl y made of flags and rushes, and also the skin 
of a panther seven feet long including the tail. For 
all these we gave six small fish-hooks, a worn out 
file, and some pounded fish, which had become so 
soft and mouldy by exposure, that we could llot 
use it: it is, however, highly prized by the Indians 
of this neighbourhood. Although a very portable 
and convenient food, the mode of curing seems 
known, or at least practised only by the Indians 
near the great falls, and coming from such a dis
tance, has an additional value in the eyes of these 
people, who are anxious to possess some food less 
precarious than their ordinary subsistence. Among 
these Clatsops was a second. chief, to whom we gave 
a medal, and sent some pounded fish to Cuscalah, 
who could not come to see us, on account of sick
ness. The next day, 

Tuesday 2-1., however, he came in a canoe with 
his young brother and two squaws. Having treated 
captain Clarke so kil~dly at his village, we were 
pleased to see him, and he gave us two mats and a 
parcel of roots. These we accepted, as it would 
have been offensive to decline the offer, but after
wards two files were demanded in return for the 
presents. and not being able to spare those articles 
we restored the mats and roots. Cuscalah was a 
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little displeased: in tlle evening, however, he offered 
each of us one of the squaws, and even this being 
declined, he, as well as the whole party of Indians, 
was highly offended: the females particularly 
seemed to be much incensed at our indifference 
about their favours. The whole stock of meat be
ing now completely spoiled, our pounded fish be
came again our chief dependence. It had rained 
constantly all day, but we still continued working 
and at last moved into our huts. 

Wednesday 2.'5. We were awaked at daylight 
by a discharge of firearms, which was followed by 
a song from the men, as a compliment to us on the 
return of Christmas, which we have always been 
accustomed to observe as a day of rejoicing. After 
breakfast we divided our remaining stock of to
bacco, which amounted to twelve carrots, into two 
parts; one of which we distributed alllong such of 
the party as made use of it, making a present of a 
handkerchief to the others. The remainder of the 
day was passed in good spirits, though there was 
nothing in our situation to excite much gaiety. 
The rain confined us to the house. and our only 
luxuries in honour of the season were some pOOl: 
elk, so much spoiled, that we eat it through mere 
necessity, a few roots, and some spoiled pounded 
fish. The next day, 

Thursday 26, brought & continuation of rain~ 
accompanied with thunder, and a high wind from 
the southeast. We were therefore still obliged to 
:remain itl our huts, and endeavoured to dry OUl; 

wet articles. before the fire. The fleas, which an
noyed us near the porta~e of the great falls, have 
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taken such possession of our clothes, that we are 
obliged to have a regular search every day through 
our blankets, as a necessary preliminary to sleeping 
at night. These animals indeed are so numer.ous, 
that they are almost a calamity to the Indians of 
this country. When they have once obtained the 
mastery of any house it is impossible to expel them; 
and the Indians have frequently different houses, 
to which they resort occasionally, when the fleas 
have rendered their permanent residence intolera
ble: yet in spite of these precautions, every Indian 
is constantly attended by multitudes of them, and 
no one comes into our houses without leaying be
hin<l him swarms of these tormenting insects. 

Friday 27. The rain did not cease last night, 110r 

the greater part of the day. In the evening we were 
visited by Comowool, the chief, and four men of 
the Clatsop nation, who brought. a very .timely 
I!upply of roots and berries. Among these was one, 
called culhomo, resembling liquorice in. size and 
taste. which they roast like a potato; there was also 
the shanataque, a root of which they are very fond. , 
It is of a black colour, sweet to the taste, and is 
prepared for eating in a kiln, as the Indians up the 
Columbia dry the pasheco. These, as well as the 
~hellwell berries, they value highly; bu~ were per
fectly satisfied with the return We made them, 
~onsistil1g of a small piece of sheepskin to wear 
found the chief's head, a pair of earbobs for his 
$011, a small piece of brass, and a little riband. In 
addition to our old enemies, the fleas, we observed 
two moschetoes, or insects completely resembliJ~ 
them in ih~pe and appearallce. _ . 
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Saturday 28. Again it rained during the greater 
part of last night, and continued all day. Five men 
were sent out to hunt, and five others despatchell 
to the sea side. each with a large kettle, in order 
to begin the ma.nufacture of salt. The route to the 
ica-coast is about seven miles in length, in a direc
tion nearly west. Five miles of the distance is 
through thiek wood varied with hills, ravines and 
swamps, though the land in general possesses a rich 
black mould. The remaining two miles is formed of 
open waving prairies of sand, with ridges running 
parallel to the river, and covered with green grass. 
The rest of the men were employed in making 
pickets and gates for our new fort. Although we 
hacl no sun, the weather was very warm. 

Sunday 29. It raine(l the whole night, but ceased 
this morning, and but little rain fen in the course 
of the day; still the weather was cloudy, and the 
wiud high from the southeast. The Clatsop chief 
and his party left us, after begging for a great 
number of articles, which, as we could not spare 
them, we refused, except a razor. We were em
ployed all day in pickettillg the fort: in the even
ing a young Wahkiacum chief, with four men and 
two women, arrived with some dressed elk skin and 
wappatoo for sale. "Ie purchased about a bushel 
and a half of those roots for some red beads, a ud 
small pieces of brass wire and old check. The chirf 
too made us a present of half a bushel more, fot' 
which we gave him a medal, and a piece of riband, 
to tie round his hat. These roots are extremely 
grateful. since our meat has become spoiled, and 

YOLo II. 
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we were desirous of purchasing the remainder; but 
the chief would not dispose of any more, as he was 
on his way to trade with the Clatsops. They re
mained. with us, however, till the next day, 

:L\Ionday 30, when they were joined by four more 
of their countrymen from the Wahkiacum village. 
These last began by offering US some roots; but as 
we had now learned, that they always expect three 
or four times as much in return as the real value 
of the articles, and are even dissatisfied with that, 
we declined such dangerous presents. Towards 
evening the hunters brought in four elk; and after 
a long course of abstinence and miserable diet, we 
haa a most sumptuous supper of elk's tongues and 
marrow. Besides this agreeable repast, the state of 
the we~ther had been quite exhilirating. It had 
rained during the night, but in the morning, though 
the high wind continued, we enjoyed the fairest 
and most pleasant weather since our arrival; the 
5U1~ having shone at intervals, and there being only 
three showers in the course of the day. By sun-set 
we had completed the fortification, and now an
nounced to the Indians, that every day at that hour 
the gates would be closed, and they must leave the 
fort and not enter it till sun-rise. The Wahkiacums, 
who had remained with us, and who are very for
ward in their deportment, complied very reluc
tantly with this order; but being excluded from 
our houses, formed a camp near us. 

Tuesday 31. As if it were impossible to have 
twenty-four hours of pleasant weather, the sky last 
evening clouded, and the rain began and continued 
throu~h the day. In the mornin~ there came dOWR 
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. two canoes, one from the Wahkiacum villagE', the 
oth er contained three men and a squaw of the Skil
loot nation. They brought wappatoo, and shana
taque root&, dried fish, mats made of flags and 
rushes, dressed elk skins and tobacco; for which, 
particularly the skins, they asked a very extrava~ 
gant price. We purchased some wappatoo, and a 
little tobacco, very much like that we had seen 
among the Shoshonees, put up in small neat bags 
made of rushes. These we obtained in exchange 
for a few articles, among which fish-hooks are the 
most esteemed. One of the Skilloots brought a gUll 
which wanted some repair, and having put it in 
.()rder, we received from him a present of about a 
peck of wappatoo; we then gave him a piece of 
sheep skin aild blue cloth, to cover the lock, and 
he very thankfully offered a further present of roots. 
There is, in fact, an obvious superiority in these 
Skilloots over the Wahkiacums, who are intrusive, 
thievish and impertinent. Our new regulations. 
however, and the appearance of the sentinel, have 
improved the behaviour of all our Indian vifiters. 
They left the fort before sun-set, even without 
being ordered. 

Besides the fieas, we observe a number of insects 
in motion to-day'. Snakes are yet to be seen; snaiis 
without covers are common. On the rivers, a11(1 
along the shores of l\;leriwether's bay" are m::rny 
kinds of large water fowls, but at this period they 
are excessively wild. The early part of the night 
was fair. 

Wednesday, January 1, 1806. "We were awaked 
at an early hour by a discharge of a volley of'smal) 
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arms, to salute the new year. This is the only 
mode of doing honour to the day which our situa
tion permits, for though we have reason to be ~ayer 
than we were at Christmas, our only dainties are 
the boiled elk and wappatoo, enlivened by draughts 
'of pure water. 'Ve were visited by a few Clatsops, 
who came by water, bringing roots and berries for 
sale. Among this nation we have observed a man 
about twenty-five years old, of a much lighter 
complexion than the Indians generally: his face 
was even freckled, and his hair long, and of a 
colour inclilling to red. He was in habits and man
ners perfectly Indian; but, though he did not speak 
a word of English, he seemed to ulldeu;tand more 
than the others of his party; and, as we could ob
tain no account of his origin, we concluded that 
one of his parents, at least, m~st have 1)een com
pletely white. 

These Indians staiJ with us during the nlgM, 
and left the fort next morning, 

Thursday 2, having disposed of their cargo for 
fishing-hooks and other trifling articles. The hun
ters brought in two elk, and we obtained from the 
traps another. This animal, as well as the beaver 
and the racoon, are in plenty near the sea coast, 
and along the small creeks and l'ivers as high as 
the grand rapids. and in this country possess an 
extremely good fur. 

The birds which most strike our attention are the 
large as well as the small or whistling swan, the 
sandhill crane, the large and small geese, cormo
rants, brown and white brant duckauinmallard 
h " t e canvassl and several other species of qucli,s, 
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There is also a small crow ~ the blue-crested corvus, 
and the small~r corvus with a white breast, the 
little brown wren, a large brown sparrow, the bald 
eagle, and the beautiful buzzard of the Columbia. 
All these wild fowl continue with us, though they 
are not in such numbers as on our first arrival ill 
this neighbourhood. 

Friday 4. At eleven o'clock we were visited by 
our neighbour the Fia, or chief Comowool, who is 
also called Coone, and six Clatsops. Besides roots 
and berries, they b) ought for sale three dogs and 
some fresh blubber. Having been so long accus
tomed to live on the flesh of dogs, the greater part 
of us have acquired a fondness for it; and our ori
ginal aversion for it is overcome, by reflecting that 
while we subsisted on that food we were fatter, 
stronger, and in general enjoyed better health, 
than at any period since leaving the buff aloe coun
try eastward of the mountains. The blubber, whicb 
is esteemed by the Indians an excellent food, has 
been obtained, they tell us, from their neighbours 
the Killamucks, a nation who live on the sea coast 
to the southeast, and near one of whose vil
lages a whale had recently been thrown aUti 
foundered. 

Three of the hunters, who had been despatched 
on the 28th, returned about dark; they had been fif
teen miles up the river to the ea.st of us, which falls 
into Meriwether's bay, and had hunted a conside
rable distance to the east, but they had not been 
able to kill more than a single deer, and a few 
fowls, scarcely sufficient for their subsistence; an 
inc~dent which teaches us the necessity of keeping 
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out several parties of hunters, in order to procure a 
supply against any exigency. 

Saturday 4. Comowoolleft us this morning with 
his party, highly pleased with a present of an old 
pair of satin breeches. The hunters were all sent in 
different directions, and we are now becoming more 
anxious for their success since our store of wappatoo 
is all exhausted. 

Sunday 5. Two of the five men, who had been 
despatched to make salt, returned. They had care
fully examined the coast, but it was not till the 
fifth day after their departure that they discovered 
a convenient situation for their manufacture. At 
length they formed an establishment about fifteen 
miles southwest of the fort, near some scattered 
houses of the Clatsop and Killamuck nation, where 
they erected a comfortable camp, and had killed a 
stock of provisions. The Indians had treated them 
very kindly, and mane them a present of the blub
ber of the whde, some of which the men brought 
home. It was white, and not uulike the fat of pork, 
though of a coarser ann more spongy texture, and 
on being cooked was found to be tender and pala
table, and in flavour resembling the beaver. The 
men also brought with them a gallon of the salt, 
which was white, fil~e, and very good, but not so 
strong as the rock salt common to the western parts 
of the United States. It proves to be a most agree
able addition to our food; and as the saltmakers 
can manufacture three or four quarts a day, we 

have a prospect of a very plentiful supply. The 
appearance of the whale seemed to be a matter of 
ilnportance to all the neighbouring Illdians

l 
and a. 
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we might be able to procure some of it for our
selves, or at least purchase blubber from the Indians, 
.a small parcel of merchandise was prepared, and a 
party of the men held in readiness to set out in the 
morning. As j1001l as this resolution was known, 
Chaboneau and his wife requested that they might 
be permitted to accompany us. The poor woman 
stated very earnestly, that she had travelled a 
great way with us to seethe great water, yet she 
had never been down to the coast, and now that 
this 'monstrous fish was also to be seen, it seemed 
hard that she should not be permitted to see neither 
the ocean nor the whale. So reasonable a request 
could not be denied; they were therefore suffered 
to accompany captain Clarl{e, who, 

Monday 6, after an early breakfast, set out witI.. 
twelve men in two canoes. He proceeded down the 
Netul into Meriwether bay, intending to go to the 
Clatsop town, and there procure a guide through 
the creeks, which there was reason to believe eom
municated not only with the bay, but with a small 
river running towards the sea, near which our salt
makers were encamped. Before however he could 
reach the Clatsop village, the high wind from the 
northwest compelled him to put into a small creek. 
He therefore resolved to attempt the passage with
out a guide, and proceeded up the creek three miles, 
to some high open land where he found a road. He 
therefore left the canoes, and followed the path 
over three deep marshes to a pond about a mile 
long, and two hundred yards wide. He kept on the 
left of this pond, and at length came to the creek 
which he kad crqssed on a raft, when he had visited 
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Cuscalah's village on the ninth of December. He 
proceeded down it till he found a small canoe fit 
to hold three persons, in which the whole party 
crossed the creek. Here they saw a herd of elk, 
and the men were divided into small parties, and 
hunted them till after dark, when they met again 
at the forks of the river. Three of the elk were 
wounded, but night prevented their taking more 
than one, which was brought to the camp, and 
cooked with some sticks of pine which had drifted 
down the creeks. The weather was beautiful, the 
sJ{y clear, the moon shone bright, a circumstance 
the more agreeable as this is the first fair evening
we have enjoyed for two months. 

CHAPTER V. 

A party, headed by captain Clarke, go in quest of a whale driven on tIlt 
sh"re of the Pacific, to obt.ain some of the oil-they pas. Clatlop river, 
w bich is (Iescfibed-the perilous natare of this jauDt, aDd the grandeur oC 
the scenery descrihed-Indian mode or extracting whale oil-t.he life of 
one of captain Clarke's party preserved by the kindness of an Indiarl1\'o
Btan -a short account of the Chinnooks, of the Clalsops, Killamucb, tbe 
LucktoDs, and aD enumeration of several other tribes-the manner of 
.epulchre among H,e Cbinnooks, Clatsops, &c.-delCriptioD o{tbeir wea' 

II/lOS of "ar and hunting-their motle of building hotl9es-4beir manufac
ture. and cookery-their mode of making canoes-their great dexterity in 
managing that vehicle. 

Tuesday 7. THERE was a frost this morning. 
W ~ rose early J and taking eight pounds of fleslI, 
whlch were aU the remains of the elk, proceeded 
IIp the iouth fork of the creek. At the distance or 
two miles we found a pine tree .. which had beep 
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felled by one of our saltmakers, and on which we 
crossed the deepest part of the creek, and waded 
through the rest. We then went over an open ridgy 
prairie, three quarters of a mile, to the sea beach; 
after following which for three miles we came to 
the mouth of a beautiful river, with a bold rapitl 
current, eighty-five yards wide and three feet deep 
in its shallowest crossings. On its northeast side are 
the remains of an old village of Clatsops, inhabited 
by only a single family, who appeared miserably 
poor and dirty. We gave a man two fish-hooks, to 
ferry the party over the river, which, from the tribe 
on its banks, we called Clatsop river. The creek, 
which we had passed on a tree, approaches this river 
within about an hundred yards, and, by means of a 
portage, supplies a communication with the villages 
near point Adams. After going on for two miles, 
we found the saltmakers encamperl. near four houses 
of Clatsops and Killamucks, who, though poor, 
dirty, and covered with fleas, seemed kind and well 
disposed. We persuaded a young Indian, by a pre
sent of a file, and a promise of some other articles, 
to guide us to the spot when~ the whale lay. He 
led us for two and a half miles over the round slip
pery stones at the foot of a. high hill projecting into 
the sea, and then suddenly stopping, and uttering 
the word peshack or bad. explained by signs that 
we could no longer follow the coast. but must cross 
the mountain. This promised to be a most laborioUil 
undertaking. for the side is nearly perpendicular, 
and the top lost in -clouds. He however followed an 
Indian path, which wound alcD&' as much ail pOilsi-

VOL. II. • 
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l)le, but still the ascent was so Elteep, that at one 
place we drew ourselves, for about an hundred 
feet, by means of bushes and roots. At length, after 
two hours labour, we reached the top of the moun
tain, where we looked down with astonishment on 
the prodigious height of ten or twelve hundred feet 
which we had ascended. Immediately below us, in 
the face of this precipice, is a stratum of white earth, 
used, as our guide informed us, as a paint by the 
neighbouring Indians. It obviously contains argile, 
and resembles the earth of which the French por
celaine is made, though whether it contains silex 
or magnesia, or in what proportions) we could not 
observe. We were here u;.ct oy fourteen Indians, 
loaded with oil and blubber, the spoils of the whale, 
which they were carrying in very heavy burdens, 
over this rough mountain. On leaving them, we 
proceeded over a bad road till night, when we en
camped on a small run: we were all much fatigued, 
but the weather was pleasant, and, for the first time 
since our arrival here, all entire day has passed 
without rain. III the morning, 

Wednesday 8, we set out early, and proceeded 
to the top of the mountain, the highest point of 
which is an open spot facing the ocean. It is situ
ated about thirty miles southeast of cape Disap
pointment, and projects nearly two and a half milel 
into the sea. Here one of the most delightful views 
ill nature presents itself. Immediately in front is 
the ocean, which breaks with fury on the coast, 
from the rocks of cape Disappointment as far as the 
e!e call discern to the northwest, and against the 
J.llgh lands and irre~ular piles of rock which diver-
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sify the shore to the southeast. To \his boisterous 
scene, the Columbia, with its tributary waters, 
widening into bays as it approaches the ocean, and 
studded on both sides with the Chinnook and Clat
sop villages, forms a charming contrast; while im
mediately beneath our feet are stretched the rich 
prairies, enlivened by three beautiful streams, 
which conduct the eye to small lakes at the foot of 
the hills. "\\,7 e stopped to enjoy the romantic view 
from this place, which we distinguished by the name 
of Clarke's Point of View, and then followed our 
guide down the mountain. The descent was steep 
and dangerous; in many places the hill sides, which 
are formed principally of yellow clay, has been 
washed by the late rains, and is now slipping into 
the sea, in large masses of fifty and an hundred 
acres. In other parts, the path crosses the rugged 
perpendicular rocks which overhang the sea, into 
which a false step would have precipitated us. The 
mountains are covered with a very thick growth of 
timber, chiefly pine and fir; some of which, near 
Clarke's Point of View, perfectly sound and solid. 
rise to the height of two hundred and ten feet, and 
are from eig,!!t to twelve in diameter. Intermixed 
is the white cedar, or arbor vitre, and a small qtlan.,. 
tity of black alder, two or three feet thick. and 
sixty or seventy in height. At length we reachetl 
a single house, the remains of an old KillarrlUck 
village, situated among some rocks, in a bay imme ... 
diatelyon the coast. We then continued for two 
miles along the sand beach; and after crossing a 
creek, eighty yards in width, llear which are five 
cabins, reached the place where the waves had 
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thrown the whale on shore. The animal had been 
rlaced between two Killamuck villages, and such 
had been their industry, that there now remained 
nothing more than the skeleton, which we found to 
be one hundred and five feet in length. Captain 
Clarke then returned to the village of five huts, 011 

the creek, to which he gave the name of Ecola, or 
Whale creek. The natives were all busied in boil· 
ing the blubber, in a large square trough of wood, 
by means of heated stones, and preserving the oil, 
thus extracted, in bladders, and the entrails of the 
whale. The refuse of the blubber, which still con
tained a portion of oi~, are hung up in large flitches, 
and w"hen wanted for use, are warmed on a woodell 
spit before the fire, and eaten either alone or (lipped 
in cil, or with roots of the rush and shanataque. 
These KiIlamucks, though they had gr~at quanti
ties, parted with it reluctantly, and at such high 
prices, that our whole stock of merchandise was 
exhausted in the purchase of about three hundred 
pounds of blubber, and a few gallons of oil. With 
these we set out to return; and having crossed 
Ecola creek, encamped on its bank, where there 
was abundance of fine timher. 'Ve were soon joine<l 
hy the men of the village, with whom we smoIwl, . 
and who gave us all the information they possessed 
relative to their country. 

These Killamucks are part of a much larger na
tion of the same name, and they now reside chiefly 
in four villages, each at the entrance of a creek, aJI 
of which fall into a bay on the southwest coast; 
that at which we now are being the most northern~ 
aud at the distance of abou~ forty-five miles south: 
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east of point Adams. The rest of the nation are 
scattered along the coast, and on the banks of a 
river, which, as we found it ill their delineations, 
we called Killamuck's river, emptying itself in the 
same direction. During the salmon season they 
catch great quantities of that fish in the small creeks, 
and, when these fail, their chief resource was the 
sturgeon and other fish stranded along the coast. 
The elk were very numerous in the mountains, but 
they could not procure many of them with their 
arrows; ami their principal communication WitIl 
strangers was by means of the Killamuck river, up 
which they passed to the Shocatilcum (or Colum
bia) to trade for wappatoo roots. In their dress, 
appearance, and indeed every circumstance of life. 
they differ very little from the Chinnooks, Clat
sops, and other nations in the neighbourhood. The 
chief variation we have observeq. is in the manner 
of burying the dead; the bodies being secured in 
an oblong box of plank, which is placed in an open 
canoe, lying on the ground, with a paddle amI 
other small articles of the deceased by his side. 

Whilst smoking with the Indians, captain Clark e 
was surprised about ten o'clock by a loud shrill 
outcry from the opposite village, on hearing which 
all the Indians immediately started up to cross the 
creek, and the guide informed him that some one 
had peen killed. On examination one of the men 
was discovered to be absent, and a guard despatched, 
who met him crossing the creek in great haste. An 
Indian, belonging to another band, and who hap
pened to be with the Killamucks that evening, had 
~reated him with much kindness, and walked arm 
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in arm with him to a tent, where our man found a 
Chinllook squaw, who was an old acquaintance. 
From the conversation and manner of the stranger, 
this woman discovered that his object was to murder 
the white man, for the sake of the few articles on 
his person; and when he rose and pressed Ollr man 
to go to another tent, where they would find some
thing better to eat, she held l\I'Neal by the blanket; 
not knowing her object, he freed himself from her, 
and was going on with his pretended friend, when 
she ran out and gave the shriek which brought the 
men of the village over, and the stranger ran off 
before l\I'Neal knew what had occasioned the 
alarm. 

Thursday 9. The morning was fine, the wind 
from the northeast; and having divided our stock 
of the blubber, we began at sunrise to retread our 
steps, in order to reach fort ClatBop, at the distance 
of thirty-five miles. We met several parties of In
dians on their way to trade for blubber and oil with 
the Killamucks; (our route lay across the same 
mountains which we had already passed) we also 
overtook a party returning from the village, and 
could not but regard with astonishment the heavy 
loads which the women carryover these fatiguing 
and dangerous paths. As one of the ,women was 
descending a steep part of the mountain, her load 
slipped from her back, and she stood holding it by 
a strap with one hand, and with the other support
ing herself by a bush: captain Clarke being near 
her, undertook to replace the load, and found it 
almost as much as he could lift, and above one 
hunured pounds in weight. Loaded as they were, 



UP THE MISSOURI. 143 

they kept pace with US, till we reached the salt
makers' tents, where we passed the night, while 
they continued their route. 

Friday 10. We proceeded across Clatsop river, 
to the place where we had left our canoes; and as 
the tide was coming in, immediately embarked for 
the fort, at which place we arrived about ten o'clock 
at night. During their absence, the men had been 
occupied in hunting and dressing skins, but in this 
they were not very successful, as the deer have 
become scarce, and are, indeed, seen chiefly near 
the prairies and open grounds along the coast. This 
morning there came to the fort twelve Indians in a 
large canoe; they are of the Cathlamah nation, our 
nearest neighbours above on the south side of the 
river. The tia or chief. whosE) name was Shahawa
cap. having been absent on a hunting excursion as 
we passed his village, llad never yet seen us, and 
we therefore showed him the honours of our country 
as well as our reduced finances would permit. We 
invested him with a small medal, and received a 
present of Indian tobacco and a basket of wappatoo 
ill return, for which we gave him a small piece of 
our tobacco and thread for a fishing-net. They had 
brought dried salmon. wappatoo, dogs, and mats 
made of rushes and flags: but we bought only some 
dogs and wappatoo. These Cathlamahs speak the 
same language as the Chinnooks and Clatsops, whom, 
they also resemble in dress and manners. 

Saturday 12. A party was sent out to bring in 
some elk killed yesterciay, and several were de
spatched after our Indian canoe, which drifted 
away last llig-ht; but, though the whole neighbour-
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bood was diligently searched, we were unable to 
find it. This is a serious loss, as she is much supe
rior to our own canoes, and so light, that four men 
can carry her readily without fatigue, though she 
wiII carry from ten to twelve hundred pounds, be
sides a crew of four. In the evening the Cathla
malls left us, on their way to barter their wappatoo 
with the Clatsops, for some blubber and oil, which 
these last have procured from the Killamucks, in 
exchange for beads and other articles. 

Sunday 12. Our meat is now becoming scarce; 
we therefore determined to jerk it, and issue it in 
small quantities, instead of dividing it among the 
four messes, and leaving to each the care of its own 
provisions; a plan by which much is lost, in conse
quence of the improvi"dence of the men. Two hunters 
had been despatched in the morning, and one of 
them, Drewyer, had before evening killed seven 
elk. 'Ve should scarcely be able to subsist, were it 
not for the exertions of this most excellent hunter. 
The game is scarce, and nothing is now to be seen 
except elk, which to almost all the men are very 
difficult to be procured: but Drewyer, who is the 
offspring of a Canadian Frenchman and an Indian 
woman, has passed his life in the woods, and unites, 
in a wonderful degree, the dexterous aim of the 
frontier huntsman with the intuitive sagacity of the 
InJian, in pursuing the faintest tracks through the 
forest. AU our men, however, have become so ex· 
pert with the rifle, that we are never under appre
hensions as to food, since, whenever there is game 
of any kind, we are almost certain of procuring it. 

:1\fonclay 13. Captain Lewis took all the men whl) 
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~{ju1{t: be spa-red; and brought in -the seven elk, 
which· they found untouched by- the wolves, of 
whieh there are a few in the neighbourhood. The 
la8t'of the candles which we brought with us being 
exhausted, we now began to make others of elk 
tallow. From all that we have seen and learned of 
the-Chmnook9, we have been induced to estimate 
the nati'oIl"at about twenty-eight houses, and four 
h'Undredsouls. They reside chiefly along the banks 
of a river, to which we gave the same name; and 
which, running ptlrallel to the sea coast, waters a 
low country with many stagnant ponds. and then 
elnptiesitself into Haley's bay. The wild fowl of 
these-ponds, and the elk and deer or the neighbour .. 
hoodlfurnish them with occasional luxuries; but 
their chief -subsistence is derived from the salmon 
and other fish, which are caught in the small 
stl'eams,by means of nets and gigs, or thrown on 
shore by the violence of the tide. To these are 
added some TOOts,' such as the wild liquorice, which 
is·the most common, the shanataque, and the wap'" 
patc>o,brought down the river by the traders.-

The men are low in stature, rather ugly, and ill 
made; their legs- being small and crooked, their 
feet large; and-their heads, like those of the women. 
flattened in a most disgusting manner. These de
formities are ill part concealed by robes made of 
sea·otter~ deer, elk, beaver 01' fox skins. They also 
employ in their dress, robes of the skin of a cat pe
culiar to· this country, and ofanot~t» animal of the 
~amesize, which is light and d1ifrable, and sold at 
a high price by the Indians,' who bring it from 

'OL,II. ~ 



14-6 LEWIS AND CLARKE'S EXPEDITION 

above. In addition to these are worn blankew, 
wrappers of red, blue or spotted cloth, and some 
old sailors' clothes, which were very highly prized. 
The greater part of the men have guns, powder 
and ball. 

The women have in general handsome faces, but 
are low and disproportion ed, with small feet and 
large legs and thighs, occasioned probably by 
strands of beads, or various strings, drawn so tight 
above the aneles as to prevent the circulation of 
the blood. Their dress, like that of the Wahkia
cums, consists of a short robe, and a tissue of cedar 
bark. Their hair hangs loosely down the shoulders 
and back; and their ears, neck and wrists are or
namented with blue beads. Another decoration, 
which is very highly prized, consists of figures 
made by puncturing the arms or legs; and on the 
arms of one of the squaws we observed the name of 
J. Bowman, executed in the same way. In lan
guage. habits, and in almost every other particular, 
they resemble the Clatsops. Cathlamahs, and indeed 
all the people near the mouth of the Columbia: 
they however seem to be inferior to their neigh
bours in honesty as well as spirit. No ill treatment 
or indignity, 011 our part, seems to excite any feel
ing except fear; nor, although better provided 
than their neighbours with arms, have they enter
prise enough to use them advantageQusly against 
the animals of the forest, nor offensively against 
their neighbours. who owe their safety more to the 
timidity than the f'<lrbearance of the Chinnooks. 
We had heard instances of pilfering whilst we were 
among- them, and th<:refore had a genel'al order, 
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excluding them from our. encampment; so that 
whenever an Indian wished to visit us, he began 
by calling out" No Chinnoolr." It may be pro
bable, that this first impression left a prejudice 
against them, since when we were among the Clat
sops, and other tribes at the mouth of the Columbia, 
the Indians had less opportunity of stealing, if they 
were so disposed. . 

Tuesday 14, we were employed in jerking the 
meat of the elk, and searching for one of the canoes, 
which had been carried off by the tide last night. 
Having found it, we had three of them drawn up 
out of reach of the water, and the other secured by 
a strong cord, so as to be ready for any emergency. 

After many inquiries, and much observation, we 
are at length enabled to obtain a connected view 
of the nations who reside along the coast, on both 
sides of the Columbia. 

To the south, our personal observation has not 
extenueA beyond the Killamucks; but we obtained 
from those who were acquai,nted with the sea coast, 
a list of the Indian tribes in the order in which they 
succeed each other, to a considerable distance. The 
first nation to the south are the Clatsops, who re
side on the southern side of the bay, and along the 
sea coast, on both sides of point Adams. They are 
represented as the remains of a much larger nation; 
but about four years ago, a disorder, to which till 
then they were strangers, but which seems, from 
their description, to have been the small-pox, de
stroyed four chiefs, and several hundreds of the 
nation. These are deposited in canoes, a few miles 
below us in the bay. and the survivors do not num-
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ber more than fourteen houses, and about two hun
dred souls. Next to them, along the southeast 
coast, is a much. larger nation, the.Killamucks, who 
number fifty houses, and a thousand souls. Their 
first establishment are the four huts at ,the mou~ 
of Bcola creek, thirty-five miles from point Adams.; 
and two miles below are a few more huts; but the 
pritlcipal town is situated twenty miles lower, at 
the entrance of a creek called Nielee"into the bay, 
~hich we designate by the name of Killamucke 
bay. Into the same bay empties a second creek, 
five miles further, where is a .Killamuck village, 
called Kilherhurst: at two miles a third creek, and 
a town called Kilherner ; and at the same distance 
a town called Chishuck, at the mouth of Killamuck 
river. Towerqnotton and Chucklin are the names 
of two other towns, situated on creeks which empty 
into the bottom of the bay, the last of which is .se
venty miles from point Adams. The Killamuck 
river is about one hundred yards wide, and very 
rapid, but having no perpendicular fall, is the great 
avenue for trade. There are two small villages of 
Killamucks settled above its mouth, and the whole 
trading part of the tribe ascend it, till by a short 
portage, they carry their canoes over to the Colum~ 
bian valley, and descend the ]\lultllomah to Wap-
patoo island. Here they purchase roots, which they 
carry down the Chockalilum or Columbia; and, 
after traffickiug with the tribes on its banks, for 
the various articles which they require, either re.
turn up the Columbia, or cross over through the 
cou~try of the Clatsops. This trade, however, is 
obvIOusly little more than. a loose and irregular 
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barter,. on -3 very small scale; for the materials for 
commerce are so extremely scanty and precarious, 
that the -stranding of a whale was an important 
commercial incident, which interested all the ad
joining country. The KiUamucks have little pecu
liar, either in character or.manners, and resemble, 
in almost every particular, .the Clatsops and Chin
nooks. 

Adjoining the Killamucks, and in a direction S. 
S. E. are the Lucktons, a small tribe inhabiting the 
sea coast. They speak the same language as the 
Killamucks, but do not belong to the same nation. 
The same observation applies to the Kahunkle na
tion, their immediate neighbours, who are supposed 
to .. consist of about four hundr.ed souls. 

The Lickawis, a still more numerous nation, who 
ha.ve a large town of eight hundred souls. 

The Y oukone nation, who live in very large 
houses, and number seven hundred souls. 

The Necketo ~ation, of the same number of 
persons. 

The Ulseah nation, a small town of one hun
-dred and fifty souls. 

The Y ouitts, a tribe who live in a small town, 
containing not more than one hundred and fifty 
souls. 

The S11iastuckle nation, who have a large town 
of nine hundred souls. 

The Killawats nation of five hundred souls, col
lected in one large town. 

With this last nation ends the language of the 
Killamucks: and the coast, which then turns to
wards the southwest, is occupied by nations whose 
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languages vary from that of the Killamncks, and 
from each other. Of these, the tirst in order are, 

The Cookoooose, a large nation of one thousand 
five hundred souls, inhabiting the !hore of the 
Pacitic and the neighbouring mountains. We have 
seen several of this nation, WllO were taken priso
ners by the Clatsops and Killamucks. Their com
plexion was much fairer than that of the Indians 
"lear the mouth of the Columbia, and their heads 
were not flattened. Next to these are, 

The Shalalahs, of whom we know nothing, ex
cept their numbers, which are computed at twelve 
hundred souls. Then follow 

The Luckasos, of about the same nnmber, and 
The Hannakalals, whom we estimate at six hun

dred souls. 
This is the extent of the Indian information, and 

judging, as we do, with considerable accuracy, 
from the number of sleeps, or days journey, the 
distance which these tribes occupy along the coast 
may be estimated at three hundred and sixty miles. 

On the north of the Columbia, we ha"ve already 
seen the Chinnooks, of four hundred SOli Is, along 
the shores of Haley'S bay, and the low grounds on 
Chinnook river. Their nearest neighbours to the 
northeast are 

The Killaxthokle, a small nation on the coast, of 
not more than eight houses, and a hundred souls. 
To these !'ucceed 

The Chilts, who reside above Point Lewis, and 
who are estimated at seven Jnmdred souls, and 
'hirty-eight houses. Of this nation we saw, tran
siently, a few among the Chillllooks, from whom 
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they did not a.ppear to differ. Beyond the Chilts 
we ha.v~ seen none of the northwest Indians, and all 
that we learned, consisted of an enumeration of 
their names and nllmbers. The nations next to the 
Chilts are 

The Clamoitomish, of twelve houses, .and two 
hundred and sixty souls. 

The Potoashees, of ten houses. and two hundred 
souls. 

The Pailsk, often houses, and two hundred souls. 
. The Quiulllts, of sixty houses, and one thousand 
SOliIs. 

The Chillates, of eight houses, and one hundred 
and fifty souls. 

The Calasthorte, of ten houses, and two hundred 
~ouls. 

The Quinnechant, consisti.ng of two thousand 
Bouls. 

A particular detail of the characters, manners. 
and habits of the tribes, must be left to some future 
adventurers, who may have more leisure and a 
better opportunity than we had to accomplish this 
object. Those who first visit the ground can only 
be expected to furnish sketches rude and imperfect. 

Wednesday 15. Two hunting parties intended 
setting out this morning, but they were prevented 
by incessant rain, whiah confined us all to the fort, 

The Chinnook&, Clatsops, and most of the adjoin
ing nations dispose of their dead in canoes. For this 
purpose a scaffold is erected, by fixing perpendi-: 
cularly in the ground four long pieces of split 
timber. These are placed two by two, just wide 
egough apart to admit the canoe, and sufficiently 
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long to support its two extremities. The boards are 
connected by a bar of wood nm through them at 
the height of six feet, on which is placed a,small 
canoe, containing tlje body of the deceaSf'd: care4 

fully wrapped in a robe of dressed skins-, with a 
paddle, and some articles belonging to the deceased, 
by his side. Over this canoe is placed one ofa larger 
size, reversed, with its gunwale resting on the cross
bars, so as to cover the body completely. One or 
more large mats, of rushes or flags, are then rolled 
round the canoes, and the whole secured by cords, 
usually made of the bark of the white cedar. On 
these crossbars are hung different articles of clo
thing, or culinary utensils. The method pra:ctised 
by the Killamucks differs somewhat from this; the 
body being deposited in an olJIong box of plank. 
which, with the paddle and other articles, is placed 
in a canoe, resting on the ground. With the reli
giousopinions of these people we are but little ac
quainted; since we understand their language to() 
imperfectly to converse on a subject so abstruse;. 
but it is obvious, from the different deposits which 
1hey place by their dead, that they beli.eve in a. 
future state of existence. 

~ Thursday 16. To-day we finished curing our 
meat~ and having now a plentiful supply of elk and: 
salt. and our houses dry and comfortable, we wait: 
patiently for the moment of resuming: our journey. 

The implements used in hunting. by theClat
sops, Chinnooks~ and other neighbouring nations,. 
are the gun~ bow and arrow, deadfall, . pits, snare~, 
and spears or gigs. The guns are generally old' 
American or British muskets, repaired for thil,· 
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tt,lJe; and although there are some good pieces 
among them, they are ~onstantly 011t of order, as 
the Indians have not been sufficient] y accustomed 
to arms to understand the management of them. 
The powder is kept in small japanned tin flasks, in 
which the traders sell it; and when the ball or shot 
fails, they make use of gravel, or pieces of metal 
from their pots, without being sensible of the injury 
done to their guns. These arms are reserved for 
hunting elk, and the few deer and bears in this. 
neighbourhood; but, as they have no rifles, they 
are not very successfu.l hunters. The most common 
weapon is the bow and arrow, with which every 
man is provided, even though he carries a gun, 
and which is used in every kind of hunting. .The 
bow is extremely neat, and being very thin and 
flat, possesses great elasticity. It is made of the 
heart of the white cedar, about two feet and a half 
in length, two inches wide at the centre, whence it 
tapers to the width of half an inch at the extremi
ties; and the back is covered with the sinews of 
elk, fastened on by means of a glue made from the 
sturgeon. The striag is formed of the same sinews. 
The arrow generally consists of two parts; the first 
is about twenty inches long, and formed of light 
white pine, with the feather at one end, and at the 
other a circular hole, which receives th~ <:eC'v:<jI 

part, formed of some harder wood, amI iih',t 6., ,-' 
inches long, and secured iiI its place hy means 0(' 

!inews. The barb is either 5t0I1(', or e;Se of ;r(l.'ol= 

copper, ill which latter place the angle i~ more 
obtuse than any we have seen. It~ as sometime$ 
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happens, the arrow is formed of a single piece, the 
whole is of a more durable wood, but the form just 
described is preferred; because, as much of the 
game consists of wild fowl on the ponds, it is de· 
sil'able that they should be constructed so as to 
float, if they fall into-the water. These arrows are 
kept in a quiver of elk or young bear skin, opening 
not at th~ ends, as the common quivers, but at the 
sides, which, for those who hunt in canoes, is much 
more convenient. These weapons are not, however, 
very powerful, for many of the elk we kill have 
been wounded with them; and, although the barb 
with the small end of the arrows remain, yet the 
flesh closes, and the animal sufiers no permanent 
injury. The deadfalls amI snares are,uaed in taking 
the wolf, the racoon and the fox, of which there 
are, however, but few in this country. The spear 
or gig employed in pursu it of the, sea-otter, (which 
they call spuck) the common otter and beaver, 
consists of two points of barbs, and is like those 
already described as common among the Indians on 
the upper pa.rt of the Columbia. The pits are chiefly 
for the elk, and are therefore usually large and 
deep cubes of twelve or fourteen feet in depth, and 
are made by the side of some fallen tree lying across 
the path frequented by the elk. They are covered 
with slender boughs and moss, and the elk either 
~inks into it, as he approacbes the tree, or in leap
JUg over the tree fallsjllto the pit 011 the other side. 

. Friday 17. Comowool and seven other Clatsops 
ipent the <lay with us. He made us a present of 
iome roots and. berries, and in. return we gave him 
~Il awl and some thread, which he wanted for. the 
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purpose of making a net. We were not able to 
purchase any more of their provisions, the prices 
being too high for our exhausted stock of merchan
dise. One of the Indians was dressed in three very 
elegant skins of the sea-otter: for these we were 
very desirous of trafficking;" but he refused every 
exchange except that of blue beads, of which he 
asked six fathom for each skin; and as we had only 
four fathom left, he would not accept for the re
maining"two either a knife, or any quantity of beads 
of another sort. 

In fishing, the Clatsops, Chinnooks, and other' 
nations near this place, employ the common straight 
net, the scooping or dipping net with a long handle, 
the gig, and the hook and line. The first is of dif
ferent lengths and depths, and used in taking sal
mon,carr, and trout, in the deep inlets among the 
marshy grounds, and the mouths of deep creeks. 
The scooping net is used for small fish ill the spring 
au(l summer season; and in both kinds the net is 
formed of slIk grass, or the bark of white cedar. 
The gig is med at all seasons, and for all kinds of 
fish they can procure with it; so too is the hook 
and line, of which the line is made of the same ma
terial as the net, and the hook generally broug-ht 
by the traders; though before the whites came, 
they made hooks out of two sman pieces of bone, 
resembling the European hook, but with a much 
more acute angle, where the two pieces were joined. 

Saturday 18. Vie were all occupied in dressing 
skins, and preparing clothes for our journey home
wards. The houses in this neighbourhood are all 
large wooden buildings, varying ill length from 
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twenty to sixty feet1 and from fourteen to twenty 
in width. They are ccnstructed in the following 
manner. Two posts of split timber or more, agree
ably to the number of partitions, are sunk in the 
ground, above which they rise to the height of 
fourteen or eighteen feet. They are hollowed at 
the top, so as to receive the ends of a round beam 
or pole, stretching from one to the other, and form,. 
ing the upper point of the roof for the whole extent 
of the building. On each side of this range is placed 
another, which forms the eaves of the house, and is 
about five feet high: but as the building is often 
sunk to the depth of lour or five feet, the eaves 
come very near the surface of the earth. Smaller 
pieces of timher are now e+tended by pairs, in the 
form of rafters, from the lower to the upper beam, 
where they are attached at both ends with cords of' 
cedar bark . .0 1 these rafters two or three ranges of 
small poles are placed horizontally, and secured in 
same way witl, striilgs of cedar bark. The sides are 
now ma,le with a range of wide boards, sunk a 
emaIl disi ·:1ice into the ground, with the upper ends 
projrclig ai-'-ovp. the poles at the eaves, to which. 
th:~y a:'e secured by a beam passing outside, paral.., 
leI with the eave-poles, and tied by cord~ of cedar 
hark passing through holes made i!1 the hoards at 
certain distances. The gable ends and partitions 
are formed in the same way, being fastened by 
beams on the outside, paranel to the rafters. The 
roof is then covered with a double range of thin 
boards, except an aperture of two or three feet in 
the centre, for the smoke to pass through. Th~ 
flltrance is by a small hole cut out of the boards, . , , .' 
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and just large enough to admit the body. The very 
largest houses only are divided by partitions, for 
though three or more families reside in the same 
room, there is quite space enough for all of them. 
In the centre of each room is a space six or eight 
feet square, sunk to the depth of twelve inches be
low the rest of the floor, and inclosed by four pieces 
of square timber. Here they make the fire, for 
which purpose pine bark is generally preferred. 
Around this fire-place mats are spread, and serve 
as seats during the day, and very frequently as 
11eds at night; there is, however, a more permanent 
bed made, by fixing in two or sometimes three sides 
.of the room, posts reaching from the roof down to 
.the ground, and at the distance of four feet from 
the wall. From these posts to the wall itself one or 
two ranges of boards are placed, so as to f.orm 
shelves, 011 which they either sleep, or stow their 
various articles of merchandise. The uncured fish 
is hung in the smoke of their fires, as is also the 
flesh of the elk, when they are fortunate enough to 
procure any, which is but rarely. 

Sunday 19. This morning we sent out two par
ties of hunters in different directions. Soon after 
we were visited by two Clatsop men and a woman, 
whD brought several articles to trade: we pur
chased a small quantity of train-oil for a pair of 
brass arm-bands, and succeeded in .obtaining a sea-

. otter skin, for which we gave our only remaining 
four fathoms of blue beads, the same quantity of 
white· ones, and a knife: we gave a fish-hook also 
in exchange for one of their hats. These are made 
pf cedar bark and bear-grass, interwoven together 
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in the form of an European hat, with a small brim 
of about two inches, and a high crown widening 
l1pwards. They are light, ornamented with 'Various 
'colours and figures, and being nearly water-proof, 
are much more durable than either chip or straw 
hats. These hats form a small article of traffic with 
the whi.tes, and the manufacture is one of the beat 
exertions of Indian industry. They are, however, 
very dexterous in making a variety of domestic 
utensils, among which are bowls, spoons, skewers, 
spits and baskets. The bowl or trough is of different 
shapes, sometimes round, semicircular, ill the form 
of a canoe, or cubic, and generally dug out of a 
~il1g1e piece of wood, the larger vessels having holes 
in the sides by way of handle, and all executed 
,,·ith great neatness. In these vessels they boil their 
food, by throwing hot stones into the water, and 
extract oil from different animals in the same way. 
Spoons are not very ahundant, nor is there any 
thing remarkable in their shape, except that they 
are large, and the bowl broad. Meat is roasted on 
(lne end of a sharp skewer, placed erect hefore the 
:fire, with the other fixed in the ground. The spit 
for :fish is split at the top into two parts, between 
which the :fish is placed, cut open, with its sides 
extended by means of small splinters. The usual 
plate is a small mat of rushes or flags, on which 
every thing is served. The instrument with which 
they dig up roots is a strong stick, about three feet 
and a half long, sharpened and a little curved at 
the lower end, while the upper is inserted into a 
handle, standing transversely, and. made of part of 
an elk or buck's hom. But the most curious work-
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m:lJlShip is that \Of the basket. It is formed of cedar 
bark and bear-grass, 50 closely interwoven, that it 
is water tight, without the aid of either gum· or 
resin. The form is generally conic, or rather the 
segment of a cone, of which the smaller end is the 
bottom of the basket; and being made of all sizes, 
from that of the smallest cup to the capacity of 
five or six gallons, answer the double purpose of a 
covering for the head or to contain water. Some of 
them are highly ornamented with strands of bear
grass, woven into figures of various colours, which 
require great labour; yet they are made very ex
peditiously, and sold for a trifle. It is for the con
struction of these baskets that the bear-grass forms 
an article of considerable traffic. It grows only 
near the snowy region of the high mountains, and 
the blade, which is two feet long, and about three 
eighths of an inch. wide, is smooth, strong and pli
ant; the young blades particularly, from their 110t 

being exposed to the sun and air, have an appear
ance of great neatness, and are generally preferred. 
Other bags and baskets, 110t water-proof, are made 
of c[edarbark. silk-grass,rushes, flags, and commo~l 
coa~se sedge, for the use of families. In the manu
factures, as well as in the ordinary work of the 

:"Flouse, the instrument most in use is a knife, or 
rather a dagger. The handle of it is small, and has 
a strong loop of twine for the thumb, to prevent 
its being wrested from the hand. On each side is a, 
blade. double-edged and pointed; the longer from 
nine- to.ten inches, . the shorter from four to five. 
This knife is carried about habitually in the haSld, 
50metimes exposed, but mostly put under the robe. 
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l\<londay 20. We were visited b,. three Clatsops, 
who came merely for the purpose of smoking and 
conversing with us. We have now only three days 
provision, yet so accustomed have the men become 
to live sparingly and fast occasionallYI that such a 
circumstance excites no concern, as we all calculate 
on our dexterity as hunters. The industry of the 
Indians is not confined to household utensils: the 
great proof of their skill is the construction of their 
canoes. In a country, indeed, where so much of the 
intercourse between different tribes is carried on 
by water, the ingenuity of the people would na
turall y direct itself to the improvement of canoes, 
which would gradually become, from a mere safe 
conveyance, to an elegant ornament. 'Ve have ac· 
cordillg'ly seen, on the Columbia, canoes of mallY 
forms, beginning with the simple boats near the 
mountains, to those more highly decorated, because 
more useful, nearer the mouth of the Columbia. 
Below the grand cataract there are four forms of 
canoes: the first and smallest is about fifteen feet 
long, and calculated for one or two persons; it is, 
indeed, by no means remarkable in its structureJ 
and is chiefly employed by the Cathlamahs and 
'Vahkiacums among the marshy islands. The se
cond is from twenty to thirty-five feet long, about 
two and a half or three feet in the beam, and two 
feet ill the hold. It is chiefly remarkable in haloing 
the bowsprit, which rises to some height above the 
bow, formeu by tapering gradually from the sides 
into a sharp point. Canoes of this shape are com~ 
mon to all the nations below the grand rapids. 

But the canoes most usd. by the Columbia In'!' 
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dians, from the Chilluckittequaws inclusive to the 
ocean, are about thirty or thirty-five feet long. 
The bow, which looks more like the stern of our 
boats, is higher than the other end, and is orna
mented with a sort of comb, an inch in thickness, 
cut out of the same log which forms the canoe, and 
extending nine or eleven inches from the bowsprit 
to the bottom of the boat. The stern is nearly 
rounded off, and gradually ascends to a point. This 
canoe is very light and convenient; for though it 
will contain ten or twelve persons, it may be car
ried with great ease by four. 

The fourth and largest species of canoe we did 
not meet till we reached tide-water, near the grall,i 
rapids below, in which place they are found among 
all the nations, especially the Killamucks and others 
residing on the sea-coast. They are upwards of 
fifty feet long~ and will carry from eight to tell 
thousand pounds weight, or from twenty to thirty 
person~ Like all the canoes we have mentioned, 
they are cut out of a single trunk of a tree, which 
is generally white cedar, though the fir issoruetimes 
used. The sides are secured by cross- bars, or round 
sticks, two or three inches ill thickness, which are 
inserted through holes made just below the gun
wale, and made fast with cords. The upper edge 
of the gunwale itself is about five eighths of all 
inch thick, and four or five in breadth, and folds 
outwards, so as to form a kind of rim, which pre
vents the water from beating into the boat. The 
bow and stern are about the same height, ar\d each 
provided with a comb, reaching to the bottom of 
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the boat. At each end also are pedestals, formed of 
the same solid piece, on which are placed strange 
grotesque figures of men or animals, rising some
times to the height of five feet, and composed of 
small pieces of wood, firmly united, with great in
genuity, by inlaying and mortising, without a spike 
of any kind. The paddle is usually from four feet 
and a half to five feet in length; the handle being 
thick for one third of its length, when it widens, 
and is hollowed and thinned on each side of the 
centre, which forms a sort of rib. When they em
bark, one Indian sits in the stern, and steers with a 
paddle, the others kneel in pairs in the bottom of 
the canoe, and sitting 011 their heels, paddle over 
the gunwale next to them. In this way they ride 
with perfect safety the highest waves, and venture 
without the least concern in seas where other boats 
or seamen could not live an instant. They sit qui
etly and paddle, with no other mov.ement, except 
when any large wave throws the boat on her side, 
and, to the eye of a spectator, she seems lost: the 
man to windward then steadies her, by throwing 
his body towards the upper side, and sinking his 
paddle deep into the wave, appears to catch the 
water, and force it under the boat, which the same 
stroke pushes on with great velocity. In the ma-
11agement of these canoes, the women are equally 
expert with the men; for in the smaller boats, which 
contain four oarsmen, the helm is generally given 
to the female. As soon as they land, the canoe is 
generally hauled on shore, unless she be very hea
~~ly laden; but at night the load is universally 
l:lscharged, and the canoe brought on shore. 
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Our admiration of' their skill in these curiou. 
constructions was increased by observing the very 
inadequate implements with .which they are made. 
These Indians possess very few axes, and the only 
tool employed in their building, from felling of the 
tree to the delicate workmanship of the images, ilil 
a chisel made of an old file, about an inch or an 
ineh and a half in width. Even of this too they 
have not yet learned the management, for the chi
sel is sometimes fixed in a large block of wood, 
and being held ill the right hand, the block is 
pushed with the left, without the aid of a mallet. 
But uuder all these disadvantages, these canoes, 
which one would suppuse to be the work of years, 
are made in a few weeks. A canoe, however, is 
very highly prized: in traffic, it is an article of the 
greatest value, except a wife, which is of equal 
consideration; so that a lover generally gives a 
canoe to the father in exchange for his daughter. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

An accollllt of the Clatsops, KilJaml\cks, Chinnooks and Cathlamahs-their 
uniform custom oC flattcning the forehead-the dress of these savages, and 
their ornaments, dt'.scribed-the licensed prostitution of the women, mar· 
ried and unmarried, of which It ludict'ous instance is given-the character 
of theh' diseases-the common opinion, that tile treatment of women is the 
stan<lard by which th\.' virtues of an Indian may be known, combated, and 
disproved by examples-tIfe respect entertained by these Indians for old 
nge, compared with the different conduct of those nations who subsist by 
the chase-their mode of goverl1ment-their ignorance of ardent spirits, 
and their fontiness for gambling":their dexterity in traffic-in what articlel 
their traffic consists-their extraordinary attachment to blue beads, wbich 
forms their circulating medium. 

Tuesday 21. TWO of the hunters came back 
with three elk, which form a timely addition to 
our stock of provisions. The Indian visitors left us 
at twelve o'clock. 

The Killamllcks, Clatsops, Chilinooks and Cath
lamahs. the four neighbouring nations with whom 
we have had most intercourse, preser'Ve a general 
resemblance in person, dress and manners. They 
are commonly of a diminutive stature, badly shaped, 
and their appearance by no means prepossesSing. 
They have broad, thick, flat feet, thick ankles, 
and crooked legs: the last of which deformities is 
to be ascribed in part. to the unive~sal practice of 
squatting, or sitting on the calv{'s of their legs and 
heels, and also to the tight bandages of beads and 
t:tri~1~s, worn round the ankles by the women, 
whICh prevent the circulation of the blood, and 
render the legs of the females particularly ill shaped 
and swollen. The complexion is the usual copper
coloured brown of the North American tribes, 
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though the complexion is rather lighter tl-an that 
of the Indians of the Missouri, and the- frontier of 
the United States: the mouth is wide and the lips 
thick; the nose of a moderate size, fleshy, wide at 
the extremities, with large nostrils, and generally 
low between the eyes, though there are rare in
stances of high aquiline noses; the eyes are gene
rally black, though we occasionally see them of a 
dark yellowish brown, with a black pupil. But the 
most distinguishing part of their physiognomy is, 
the peculiar flatness and width of their forehead; a 
peculiarity which they owe to one of these customs 
by which nature is sacrificed to fantastic ideas of 
beauty. The custom, indeed, of flattening the head 
by artificial pressure during infancy, prevails among 
all the nations we have seen west of the Rocky 
mountains. To the east of that barrier the fashion 
is so perfectly unknown, that there the western In
dians, with the exception of the Alliatan or Snake 
nation .. are designated by the common name of 
Flatheads. This singular usage, which nature could 
scarcely seem to suggest to remote nations, might 
perhaps incline us to believe in tq.e common and 
not very ancient origin of all the western nations, 
Such an opinion might well accommodate itself 
with the fact, that while on the lower parts of the 
Columbia both sexes are universally flatheads, the 
custom diminishes in receding eastward from the 
common centre of the infection, till among the re .... 
moter tribes, near the mountains, nature recovers 
,her rights, and the wasted folly is confined to a few 
females. Such opinions, however, are corrected or 
weakened ~Y considering, tilat the flattening of the 
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head is not, in fact, peculiar to that part of the 
continent, since it was among the first objects which 
struck the attention of Columbus. 

But wherever it may have begun, the practice 
is now universal among these nations. Soon after 
the birth of her child, the mother, anxious to pro
cure for her infant the recommendation of a broad 
forehead, places it in the compressing machine, 
where it is kept for ten or twelve months, though 
the females remain longer than the boys. The ope
ration is so gradual, that it is 110t attended with 
pain; but the impression is deep and permanent. 
The heads of the children, when they are released 
from the bandage, are not more than two inches 
thick about the upper edge of the forehead, and 
still thinner above: nor, with all its efforts, can 
nature ever restore its shape; the heads of grown' 
persons being often in a straight line from the nose 
to the top of the forehead. 

The hair of both sexes is parted at the top of the 
head, and thence falls loosely behind the ears, over 
the back and shoulders. They use combs, of which 
they are very fond; and indeed contrive, without 
the aid of them, to keep their hair in very good 
order. The .dress of the man consists in a small 
robe, reaching to the middle of the thigh, tied by 
a string across the breast, with its corners hanging 
loosely over their arms. These robes are .. in gene
ral, composed of the skins of a small animal, which 
we have supposed to be the brown mungo. They 
have, besides, those of the tiger, cat, deer, panther. 
bear. and elk, which last is principally llsed in war 
parties. Sometimei they have ;1'jblanket, woven 
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with the fingers. from the wool of their native 
sheep; occasionally a mat is thrown over them, to 
keep off rain; but, except this robe, they have no 
other article of clothing, during winter or summer, 
so that every part of the body, but the head and 
shoulders, is exposed to view. They are very fond 
of the dress of the whites, 'whom they call pashi
sheooks or clothmen; and whenever they can pro
cure any clothes, wear them in our manner: the 
only article, indeed. which we have not seen among 
them, is the shoe. 

The robe of the women is like that worn by the 
men, except that it does not reach below the waist. 
Those most esteemed are made of strips of sea-otter 
skin, which being twisted are interwoven with silk
grass, or the bark of the white cedar. in such a 
manner, that the fur appears equ.ally on both sides, 
so as to form a soft and warm covering. The skin 
of the racoon or beaver are also employed in the 
same way; though, on other occasions, these skins 
are simply dressed in the hair, and worn without 
further preparation. The garment, which covers 
the body from the waist as low as the knee before 
and the thigh behind, is the tissue already described, 
and is made either of the bruised bark of white 
cedar, the twiste<l cords of silk-grass, or of flags 
and rushes. Neither leggings nor moccasins are 
ever 'Used, the mildness of the climate not requiring 
them as a security from the weather, and their 
being so much ill the water rendering them an in
cnmbrance. The only covering for the head is a 
hat made of bear-grass, and the hark of cedar, in
t~J'woven in a conic form, with a knob of the same 
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shape at the top. It has no brim, but is held on the 
head by a string passing under the chin, and tied 
to a small rim inside of the hat. The colours are 
generally black and white only, and these are made 
into squares, triangles, and sometimes rude figures 
of canoes and seamen harpooning whales. This is 
all the usual dress of females; but if the weather 
be unusually severe they add a vest, formed of 
skins like the robe, tied behind, without any shoul .. 
der-straps to keep it up. As this vest covers the 
body from the 'armpits to the waist, it conceals the 
breasts; but on all other occasions they are suffered 
to remain loose and exposed, and present, in old 
women especially, a most disgusting appearance. 

Sometimes, though not often, they mark their 
skins by puncturing and introducing some coloured 
matter: this ornament is chiefly confined to the 
women, who imprint on their legs and arms circular 
or parallel dots. On the arm of one of the squaws, 
we read the name of" J. Bowman," apparently a 
trader, who visits the mouth of the Columbia. The 
favourite decoration, however, of both sexes, are 
the common coarse blue or white beads, which are 
folded very tightly round their wrists' and ankles, 
to the width of three or four inches, and worn ill 
large loose rolls round the neck, or in the shape of 
ear-rings, or hanging from the nose, which last 
mode is peculiar to the men. There is also a species 
of wampum very much in use, which seems to be 
worn in its natural form, without any preparation. 
Its shape is a cone somewhat curved, about the size 
Of. a r~vell's quill at the base and tapering to a. 
pomt, Its whole length being from one to two a~ 
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a half inches, and white, smooth, hard and thin. A 
small thread is passed through it, and the wampum 
is either suspended from the nose, or passed through 
the cartilage horizontally, and forms a ring from 
which other ornaments hang. Thl! wampum is 
employed in the same way as the beads, but is the 
favourite decoration for the noses of the men. The 
men also use collars made of bears claws, the women 
and children those of elks tusks .• and both sexes are 
adorned with bracelets of copper, iron or brass, in 
various forms. 

Yet all these decorations are unavailing to con
ceal the deformities of nature and the extravagance 
of fashion; nor have we seen any more disgusting 
object than a Chinnook or Clatsop beauty in full 
aUire. Their broad flat foreheads, their falling 
breasts, their ill-shaped timbs, the awkwardness of 
their positions, and the filth which intrudes through 
their finery, all these render a Chinnook or Clatsop 
beauty in full attire one of the most disgusting ob
jects in nature. Fortun~tely this circumstance con
spired with the low diet and laborious exercise of 
our men to protect them from the persevering gal
lantry of the fair sex, whose kindness always ex
ceeded the ordinary courtesies of hospitality. Among 
these people. as indeed among all ludic-ns, the pros
titution of unmarried women is so far from being 
consid~red criminal or improper, th;:.-t the females 
themselves solicit the favours of the other sex, with 
the entire approbation of their friends and con
llexions. The person is, in fact, often the only pro
perty of a young female, and is ther~fore the me-

VOL. II. T 
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dium of trade, the return for presents, and the re
ward for services. III most cases, however, the fe
male is so tnuch at the disposal of her husband or 
parent, that she is farmed out for hire. The Chin
nook woman, who brought her six female relations 
to our camp, had regular prices, proportioned to 
the beauty of each female; and, among all the 
tribes, a man will lend his wife or daughter for a 
fish-hook or a strand of beads. To decline an offer 
of this sort is indeed to dispara·ge the charms of the 
lady, and therefore gives such offence, that al
though we had occasionally to treat the Indians 
·with rigour, nothing seemed to irritate both sexes 
more, than our refusal to accept the favours of the 
females. On olle occasion we were amused by a 
Clatsop, who having been cured of some I disorder 
by our medical skill, brought his sister as a reward 
for our kindness. The young lady was quite anxious 
to join in this expression of her brother's gratitude, 
and mortified that we did not avail onrselve~ of it; 
she could not be prevailed on to leave the fort, but 
remained with Chaboneau's wife, in the next room 

I 

to ours, for two or three days. declining all the so-
licitations of the men, till finding, at last, that we 
did not relent, she went away, regretting that her 
brother's obligations were unpaid. 

The little intercourse which the men have had 
with these women. is, however, sufficient to apprise 
us of the prevalence of the venereal disease, with 
whi.ch one or two of the party had been so much 
~fthct.erl, ~s to render a salivation necessary. The 
mfectlOll, III these cases, was communicated by the 
Chiullook Women. The others do not appear to b, 
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afflicted with it to any extent: indeed, notwith
standing this disorder is certainly known to the 
Indians on the Columbia, yet the number of infect
ed persons is very inconsiderable. The existence of 
such a disorder is very easily detected, particularly 
in the men, in their open style of dress; yet in the 
whole route down the Columbia, we have not seen 
more than two or three cases of the gonorrhrna, and 
about double that number of lues venerea. There 
does not seem to be any simples, which are used as 
specifics in this disorder, nor is any complete cure 
ever effected. When once a patient is seized, the 
disorder ends with his life only; though from the 

. simplicity of their diet, and the use of certain ve
getables, they support it for many years with but 
little inconvenience, and even enjoy tolerable , 
health; yet their life is always abridged by decre-
pitude or premature old age. The Indians, who are 
mostly successful in treating this disorder, are the 
Chippeways. Their specifics are the roots of the lo
belia, and that of a species of sumac, common to 
the United States, the neighbourhood of the Rocky 
mountains, and to the countries westward; it is 
readily distinguished by being the smallest o.f its 
kind, and by its winged rib or common rootstalk, 
supporting leaves oppositely pinnate. Decoctions of 
the roots are used very freely, without any limita
tion, and are said to soften the violence of the 
lues, and even to be sovereig~ in the cure of the 
gonorrhrea, 

The Clatsops, and other nations at the mouth of 
the Columbia, have visited us with great freedom, 
Ilud we,have endeavoured to cultivate their illti-
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macy, as well for the purpose of acquiring infor
malion, as to leave behind us impressions favoura .. 
ble to our country. Having acquired much oftheil' 
langulge, we are enabled, with the assistance of 
gestures, to hold conversations with great ease. We 
find them inquisitive and loquacious, with under
standings by no means deficient in acuteness, and 
with very retentive memories; and, though fond of 
feasts, and generally cheerful, they are never-gay. 
Every thing they see excites their attention and 
inquiries, but having been accustomed to see the 
whites, nothing appeared to give them more asto
nishment than the air-gun. To all our inql1iri{s 
they answer with great intelligence, and the con
versation rarely slackens, since there is a constant 
discussion of the events, trade and politics, in the 
little but active circle of Killamucks, Clatsops, 
Cathlamahs, Wahkiacums, and Chinnooks. Among 
themselves, the conversation generally turns on 
subjects of trade, smoking, eating, or connexion 
with females, before whom this last is spoken of 
with a familiarity, which woul!l be in the highest 
degree indecent, if custom had not rendered it 
inoffensive. 

The treatment of women is often considered as 
the standard by which the moral qualities of savages 
are to be estimated. Our own observation, how
ever, induced us to think, that the importance of 
the female in savage life, has no necessary relation 
to the ~irtues of the men, but is regulated wholly 
by thelr capacity to be useful. The Indians, whose 
treatment of the females is mildest, and" ho pay 
mest deference to their opinions, are by no means 
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the most distinguished for their virtues; nor is this 
deference attended by any increase of attachment, 
since they are equally willing, with the most bru
tal husband, to prostitute their wives to strangers. 
On the other hand, the tribes, among whom the 
women are very much debased, possess the loftiest 
[tense of honour, the greatest liberality, and all the 
good qualities, of which their situation demands 
the exercise. Where the women can aid in pro~ 
curing subsistence for the tribe, they are treatecl 
with more equality, and their importance is pro
portioned to the share which they take in that la
bour; while in countries where subsistence is chiefly 
procured by the exertions of the men, the women 
are considered and treated as burdens. Thus among 
the Clatsops and Chinnooks, who live upon fish and 
roots, which the women are equally expert with 
the men in procuring, the former have a rank and 
influence very rarely found. among Indians. The 
females are permitted to speak freely before the 
men, to whom indeed they sometimes address them
selves in a tone of authority. On many suhjects 
their judgments and opinions are respected, and in 
matters of trade their advice is generally asked and 
pursued. The labours of the fainily are shared al
most equally. The men collect wood and make 
fires, assist in cleansing the fisIl, make the houses, 
canoes, and wooden utensils; and whenever stran
gers are to be entertained, or a great feast preparerl, 
the meats are cooked and served up hy the men. 
The peculiar province of the female is to collect 
roots, and to manufacture the various articles which 
are formed of rushes, flags, cedar-bark, and bear-
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grass; but the management of the canoes, and many 
of the occupations, which elsewhere devolves wholly 
on the female, are here common to both sexes. 

The observation with regard to the importance 
of females, applies with equal force to the treatment 
of old men. Among tribes who subsist by hunting, 
the labours of the chase, and the wandering exist
ence to which that occupation condemns them, ne~ 
cessarily throws the burden of procuring provisions 
on the active young men. As soon, therefore, as a 
man is unable to pursue, the chase, he begins to 
withdraw something from the precarious supplies of 
the tribe. Still, however, his counsels may compen
sate his want of activity; but in the next stage-of 
infirmity, when he can no longer travel from camp 
to camp, as the tribe roams about for subsistence, 
he is then found to be a heavy burden. In this 
situation they are abanrloned among the Sioux, 
Assiniboins, and the hunting tribes on the Missouri. 
As thpy are setting out for some new excursion, 
where the old man is unable to follow, his children 
or nearest relations place before him a piece of meat 
and some water, and telling him that he has lived 
long enough, that it is now time for him to go 
home to his relations, who could take better care of 
him than his friends on earth, leave him, without 
remorse, to perish when his little supply is ex
hausted. The same custom is said to prevail among 
the Minnetarees, Ahl1ahawas and Ricaras, when 
they are attended by old men on their hunting 
excursions. Yet, in their "illages, we saw no want 
of kindn:ss t~ old men; on the contrary, probably 
because 111 nllages the mea.lS of more abundaut 
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subsistence renders such cruelty unnecessary, the 
old people appeared to be treated with attention, 
amI some of their feasts, particularly the buffaloe 

, dances, were intended chiefly as a contribution for 
the old and infirm. 

The dispositions of these people seem mild and 
inoffensive, and they have uniformly behaved to 
Us with great friendship. They are addicted to 
begging, and pilfering small articles when it can 
be done without danger of detection, but do not rob 
wantonly, nor· to any large amount; amI some of 
them having purloined some of our meat which the 
hunters had been obliged to leave in the woods. 
they voluntarily brought some dogs a few days 
after, byway of compensation. Our force, and 
great superiority in °the use of fire-arms, enable us 
always to command, and such is the frieJldly de
portment of these people, that the men have been 
accustomed to treat them with the greatest confi
dence. It is therefore with difficulty that we can 
impress on our men a conviction of the necessity of 
being always on our guard, since we are perfectly 
acquainted with the treacherous character of In
dians in general. We are always prepared for an 
attack, amI uniformly exclude all large parties of 
Indians from the forto Their large houses usually 
contain several families, consisting of the parents, 
their sons and daughters-in-law, and grand chil
dren, among whom the provisions are common, and 
whose harmony is scarcely ever interrupted by dis
putes. Although polygamy is permitted by their 
customs; very few have more than a single wife; 
and she is brought, immediately after the marriage, 
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into the hnsband's family, where she reside!l~ until 
increasing numbers oblige them to seek another 
llOuse. In this state the old man is not considered 
as the head of the family, since the active duties, 
as well as the responsibility, fall on some of the 
younger members. As these families gradually ex
pand into bands, or tribes, or nations, the paternal 
authority is represented by the chief of each asso
ciation. This chieftain, however, is not hereditary; 
his ability to render service to his neighbours, and 
the popularity which follows it, is at once the foun
dation and the measure of his authority, the exer
cise of which does not extend beyond a reprimand 
for some improper action. 

The harmony of their private life is indeed se
cured by their ignorance of spirituous liquors, the 
earlies~ and most dreadful present which civiliza
tion has given to the other natives of the continent. 
Although they have had so much intercourse with 
whites, they do not appear to possess any knowledge 
of those dangerous luxuries; at least -they have 
never inquired after them, which they probably 
would have done if once they had been introduc«;d 
among them. Indeed we have not observed any 
liquor of an intoxicating quality used among the~e 
or any Indians west of the Rocky mountains, the 
universal beverage being pure water. They how
ever sometimes almost intoxicate themselves by 
smoking tobacco, of which they are excessiveJy 
fond; and the pleasures of which they prolong as 
much as possible, by retaining vast quantities at a 
time, till after circulating through the lungs and 
stomach, it issues in volumes from the mouth .aJ;ld 
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nostrils. But the natural vice of all these people is 
an attachment to games of hazard, which they 
pursue with a str(\uge and ruinous avidity. The 
games are of two kinds. In the first, one of the 
company assumes the office of banker, and plays 
against the rest. He takes a small stone, about the 
size of a bean, which he shifts from one hand to the 
other with great dexterity, repeating, at the same 
time, a song adapted to the game, and which serves 
to divert the attention of the company, till having 
agreed on the stake, he holds out his hands, amI 
the antagonist wins or loses as he succeeds or fails 
at guessing in which hand the r.. ... one is. After the 
banker has lost his money, or whenever he is tired, 
the stone is transferred to another, who in tum 
challenges the rest of the company. The other 
game is something like the play of ninepins; two 
pins are placed on the floor, about the distance of 
a foot from each other, and a small hole made be
hind them. The players then go about ten feet 
from the hole, into which they try to roll a small 
piece resembling the men used at draughts; if they 
succef'!d in putting it into the hole, they win the 
stake; if the piece rolls between the pins, but does 
Hot go into the hole, nothing is won or lost; but 
the wager is wholly lost if the chequer rolls outside 
of the pins. Entire days are wasted at these games, 
which are often continued through the night round 
the blaze of their fires, till the last article of clo
thing, or even the last blue bead, is won from the 
'desperate adventurer. 

In traffic they are keen, acute and intelligent; 
VOL. II. ~ 
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and they employ in all their bargains a dexterity 
and finesse, which, if it be not learned from their 
foreign visiters, may show how nearly the cUllning 
of savages is allied to the little arts of more civi
lized trade. They begin by asking double or treble 
the value of their merchandise, and lower the de
mand in proportion to the ardor or experience in 
trade of the purchaser; and if he expresses any 
anxiety, the smallest article, perhaps a hand full of 
roots, will furnish a whole morning's negociation. 
Being naturally suspicious, they of course conceive 
that you are pursuing the same 8ystem. They, 
therefore, invariably refuse the first offer, however 
high, fearful that they or we have mistaken the 
value cf the merchandise, and therefore cautiously 
wait to draw us on to larger offers. In this way, 
after rejecting the most extravagant prices, which 
we have offered merely for experiment, they have 
afterwards importuned us for a tenth part of what 
they had before re;·used. In this respect they dif
fer from almost all Indians, who will generally ex
changt', in a thoughtless moment, the most valuable 
article they possess, for ~Uly bal1ble which happens 
to please their fancy, 

These habits of cunning or prudence have been 
formed or increased by their being engaged in a 
large part of the commerce of the Colllmb~a; of 
that trade, howeyer, the great emporium is the 
falls, where all the neighbouring nations assemble~ 
The inhabitants of the Columbian plains, after 
having passed the winter near the mountaIns, come 
down as s~on ~s the snow has left the valleys~ and 
are occupled In collecting and drying roots~ ~iH 
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about the month of May. They then crowd to the 
ti ver, and fixing themselves on its north side, to 
a void the incursions of the Snake Indians, continue 
fishing till about the first of September, when the 
salmpn are no longer fit for use. They then bury 
their fish, and return to the plains, where they re
main gathering quamash, till the snow obliges them 
to desist. They come back to the Columbia, and 
taking their store of fish, retire to the foot of the 
mountains, and along the creeks, which supply 
timber for houses, and pass the winter in hunting 
deer or elk, which, with the aid of their tish, ena" 
bles them to subsist till the sprin~, when they re"" 

surne the circle of their employments. DUl ing their 
residence on the rivers, from May to September, 
or rather before they begin the regular fishery, 
they go down to the falls, carrying with them 
skins, mats, silk-gras!;, rushes and chappelell bread. 
They are here overtaken by the ChOPUI111ish, an(1 
other tribes of the Rocky mountains, who descend 
the Kooskooskee and Lewis's river, for the purpose 
of selling bear-grass, horses, quamash, and a few 
skins; which they have obtained by hunting, or in 
exchange for horses with the Tushepaws. 

At the falls they find the Chilluckittequaws, 
Eneeshurs, Echeloots and Skilloots, which last serve 
as intermediate traders or carriers between the in ... 
habitants above and below the falls. These tribes 
prepare pounded fish for the market, and the na
tions below bring wappatoQ roots, the fish of the 
sea coast, berries, and a variety of trinkets and 
~rnall articles, which t1).ey ha.ve procured from the 
whites. 
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The trade then begins. The Chopunnish, and 
Indians of the Rocky mountains, exchange the 
articles which they have brought for wappatoo, 
pounded fish and beads. The Indians of the plains 
being their own fishermen, take only wappatoo, 
horses, beads, an(l other articles procured from 
}-;uropeans. The Indians, however, from Lewis's 
river to the falls, consume as food or fuel all the 
fish which they take; so that the whole stock for 
exportation is prepared by the nations between the 
Towahnahiooks and the falls, and amounts,as nearly 
as we could estimate, to about thirty thousand 
weight, chiefly salmon, above the quantity which 
they uSe themselves, or barter with the more east
ern Indians. This is now carried down the river by 
the Indians at the falls, and is consumed among 
the nations at the mouth of the Columbia, who in 
return give the fish of the sea coast, and the arti
cles which they obtain from the whites. The neigh
bouring people catch large quantities of salmon, 
and dry them, but they do not understand or prac
tise the art of drying and pounding it in the mall
ner used at the falls, and being very fond of it, are 
forced to purchase it at high prices. This artide, 
indeed, and the wappatoo, form the principal sub
jects of trade with the people of our immediate vi
cinity. The traffic is wholly carried on by water; 
there are even no roads or paths through the coun
try, except across the portages which connect the 
creeks. 

But the circumstance which forms the soul of 
this trade, is the visit of the whites. They arrive 
generally about the month of April, and either 
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remain until October, or return at that time; du
ring which time, having no establishment on shore, 
they anchor on the north side of the bay, at the 
place already described, which is a spacious and 
commodious harbour, perfectly secure from all ex
cept the south and southeast winds; and as they 
leave it beforl> winter, they do not suffer from these 
winds, which, during that season, are the most usual 
and the most violent. This situation is recommend
ed by its neighbourhood to fresh water and wood, 
as well as to excellent timber for repairs. Here 
they are immediately visited by the tribes along 
the sea coast, by the Cathlamahs, and lastly by the 
Skilloots, that numerous and active people. who 
skirt the river between the marshy islands and the 
grand rapids, as well as the Coweliskee, and who 
carry down the fish prepared by their immediate 
neighbours, the Chilluckittequaws, Eneeshurs, and 
Echeeloots, fe!>iding from the grand rapids to the 
falls, as well as all the articles which they have 
procured ill barter at the market in May. The 
accumulated trade of the Columbia now consists of 
dressed and undressed skins of elk, sea-otter, the 
common otter, beaver, common fox. spuck, and 
tiger cat. The articles of less importance are, a 
small quantity of dried or pounded salmon, the bis
cuits made of the chappelell roots, and some of the 
manufactures of the neighbourhood. In return they 
receive guns, (which are principally old British or 
American muskets) powder, ball and .hot, copper 
and brass kettles, brass tea-kettles and coffee-pots, 
blankets from two to three points, coarse scarlet 
and blue cloth, plates and strips of sheet copper 
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and brass, large brass wire, knives, tobacco, fish .. 
hooks, buttons, and a considerable quantity of sai
lors hats, trewsers, coats and shirts. But as we have 
11ad occasion to remark more than once, the object 
of foreign traffic which is the most desired, are the 
common cheap blue or white beads, of about fifty 
or seventy to the penny weight, which are strung 
on strands a fathom in length, and sold by the yard, 
or the length of both arms: of these, blue beads, 
which are called tia commashuck, or chief beads, 
bold the first rank in their ideas of relative value: 
the most inferior kind are esteemed beyond the 
finest wampum, and are temptations which can al
ways seduce them to part with their most valuable 
effects. Indeed if the example of civilized life dill 
not completely vindicate their choice, we might 
wonder at their infatuated attachment to a bauble 
in itself so worthless. Yet these beads are, perhaps, 
quite as reasonable objects of research as the pre
cious metals, since they are at once beautiful or
naments for the person, and the great circulating
medium of trade with all the nations of the Columbia. 

These strangers, who visit the Columbia for the 
purpose of trade or hunting, must be either English, 
or Americans. The Indians inform us, that they 
speak the same language as we do; and indeed the 
few worrls which the Indians have learned from the 
sailors, such as musket, powder, shot, knife',' file, 
heave the lead. damned rascal, and other phrases 
of that description, evidently show that 'the l'isitors 
speak the English language. But ~s the greater 
part of them annually arrive in Aprll, and either 
remain till autumn, or revisit, them at that time, 
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which we could not clearly understand, the trade 
cannot be direct from either England or the United 
States, since the ships could 110t return thither du
ring the remainder of the year. 'Vhen the Indians 
are asked where these traders go on leaving the 
Columbia, they always point to the southwest, 
whence we presume that they do not belong to any 
establishment at Nootka Sound. They do, how
ever, mention a trader by the name of :Moore, who 
sorpetimes touches at this place, a11(1 the last time 
h,e came he had on hoard three cows; and when he 
left them continued along the northwest coast, which 
renders it probable, that there may be a settlement 
of whites in that direction. The names and descrip
tion of all these persons, who visit them in the spring 
and autumn, are remembered with great accuracy. 
and we took down, exactly as they were pro
nounced, the following list: the favourite trader is 

Mr. Haley, who visits them in a vessel with three 
masts, and continues some time. The others are 

Youens, who comei also in a three masted vessel, 
and is a trader. 

Tallamon, in a three-masted vessel, but he is not 
a trader. 

Callalemet, in a ship of the same size, he is a 
trader, and they say has a wooden leg. 

Swipton, three-masted vessel, a trader. 
Moore, four-masted vessel, do. 
Mackey, three-masted vessel, do. 
Washington, do. 
Mesship, do. 
Davidson, do. does not trade, but hunts elk. 
Ja.ckson, do. a trader. 
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Bolch, three-masted vessel, a trader. 
Skelley, also a trader, in a vessel with three 

masts, but he has been gone for some years. He 
had only one eye. 

It might be difficult to adjust the balance of the 
ad vantages or the dangers of this trade to the na
tions of the Columbia, against the sale of their furs, 
and the acquisition of a few bad guns and house
hold utensils. 

The nations near the mouth of the Columbia en
joy great tranquillity; none of the tribes being 
engaged in war. Not long since, however, there 
was a war on the coast to the southwest, in which 
the Killamucks took several prisoners. These, as 
far as we could perceive. were treated very well; 
and, though nominally slaves, yet were adopted 
into the families of their masters, and the young 
ones placed on the same footing with the children 
of the purchaser. 

The month of February, and the greater part of 
March, were passed in the same manner. Every 
day parties, as large as we could spare them from 
our other occupations, were sent out to hunt, and 
we were thus enabled to command some days pro~ 
vision in advance. It consisted chiefly of deer and 
elk; the first is very lean, and the flesh by no 
means as good as that of the elk, which, though 
poor, is getting better: it is, indeed, our chief de
pendence. At this time of the year it is in much 
better order in the prairies near the point, where 
they feed on grass and rushes, considerable quan
tities of which are yet green, than in the woody 
~ountry up the N etuI. There they.subsist 011 huc-
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kleberry bushes a;ud fern, but chiefly on evergreen, 
called shallun, resembling the laurel, which abounds 
through all the timbered lands, particularly along 
the broken sides of hills. Towards the latter end of 
the month, however, they left the prairies near 
Point Adams, and retired back to the hills; but 
fortunately, at the same time, the sturgeon and 
anchovies began to appear, and afforded us a de
lightful variety of food. In the meantime the party 
on the sea coast supplied us with salt: but though 
the kettles were kept boiling all day and night, 
the salt was made but slowly; nor was it till the 
middle of this month that we succeeded in procu
ring twenty gallons, of which twelve were put in 
cags for our journey as far as the deposits on the 
Missouri. 

The neighbouring tribes continued to visit us for 
the purpose of trading or merely to smoke with us. 
13ut <)11 the 21st a Chinnook chief, whom we ha(t 
never seen, came over with twenty-five of his men. 
His name was Taheum, a man of about fifty years 
of age, with a larger figure and better carriage 
than most of his nation. We received him with the 
usual ceremonies, gave the party something to eat, 
smoked most cqpiously with them all, and p!'esented 
the chief with a small medal. They were aU satis
fied with their treatment; and, though we were 
,vilIing to show th~ chief ~very civility, could Bot 
dispense with our rule of not suffering so many 
strangers to sleep in the fort. They therefore left 
us at sunset. On the 24th Comowool, who is by far 
the most friendly and decent savage we have seel, 

VOL. Il. 2 A 
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in this neighbourhood, came with a large party of 
Clatsops, bringing, among other articles, sturgeon 
and a small fish, which has just begun within a. 
day or two past to make their appearance in the 
Columbia. 

From this time as the elk became scarce and lean, 
we made use of these fish whenever we could catch 
them or purchase them from the Indians. But as 
we were too poor to indulge very la;gely in these 
luxuries, the diet was by no means pleasant, and, 
to the sick especially, was unwholesome. On the 
15th of ]\i[arch we \\ ere visited by Delashilwilt, the 
Chillnook chief, and his'" ife, accompanied by the 
same six damsels, who, in the autumn, had en
camped near us on the other side of the bay, and 
whose favours had been so troublesome to several 
of the men. They formed a camp close to the fort, 
ann began to renew their addresses very assi
duously; but we warned the men of the dangers 
of intercourse with this frail society, and they cau
tiously abstained from connexion with them. 

Duri'lg the greater part of this month five or six 
of the men were ~ick: indeed, we have not had so 
many complaining since we left Wood river: the 
general complaint is a bad cold and fever, some
thing in the nature of an influenza, which, joined 
with a few cases of venereal and accidental injuries, 
co~plete our invalid corps. These disorders may 
chlefly be imputed to the nature of the climate. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

A general description of the hcasts, birds, plants, &c. found by the party in 
this I'spedition. 

THE vegetable productions of the country, 
which furnish a large proportion of the food of the 
lndians, are the roots of a species of thistle, the 
fern, the rush, the liquorice, and a small cylindric 
root, resembling in flavour and consistency the 
sweet potato. 

1st. The thistle, called by the natives shana:" 
tanque, is a plant which grows in a deep, rich, clry 
loam, with a considerable mixture of sand. The 
stem is simple, ascending, cylindric and hispid, and 
rising to the height of three or four feet. The 
cauline leaf, which, as well as the stem of the last 
season is dead, is simple, crenate and oblong, rather 
more obtuse at its apex than at its insertion, wltich 
is decurrent, amI its position declining, whilst the 
margin is armed with prickles, and its disk is hairy. 
The flower, too, is dry and mutilated; but the peri
carp seems much like that of the common thistle. 
The root-leaves, which still possess their verdure, 
and are about half grown, are of a pale green 
colour. The root, however, is the only part used. 
It is from nine to fifteen inches long, about the size 
of a man's thumb, perpendicular, fusiform, and 
with from two to four radicles. The rind is of a 
bro\vn colour, and somewhat rough. 'Vhen fir!'t 
taken from the earth it is white, and nearly as crisp 
as a carrot, and in this state is sometimes eaten 
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without any preparation. But after it is prepared 
by the same process used for the pasheco quamash, 
which is the most usual and the best method, it 
becomes black, and much improved in flavour. Its 
taste is exactly that of sugar, and it is indeed the 
sweetest vegetable employed by the Indialls. After 
being baked in the kiln, it is either eaten simply, 
or with train oil; sometimes pounded fine and mixed 
v,ith cold water, until it is reduced to the consis
tence of sagamity, or Indian mush, which last me
thod is most agreeable to our palates. 

2. Tllree species of fern grow in this neighbour
hood, hut the root of only one is eaten. It is very 
abundant in those parts of the open lands and prai
ries, which have a deep, loose, rich, black loam, 
without any sand. There it attains the height of 
four or five feet, and is a beautiful plant with a 
nne green colour in summer. The stem, which is 
smooth, cylindric, and slightly grooved 011 one side, 
rises erectly about half its height, when it divides 
into two branches, or rather long footstalks, which 
put forth in pairs from one side only, and near the 
edges of the groove, declining backwards from the 
grooved side. These footstalks are themselves 
grooved and cylindric, and as they gradually taper 
toward the extremities put forth others of a smaller 
size, which are alternate, and have forty or fifty 
alternate, pinnate, horizontal and sessile leaves: the 
leaves are multipartite for half the length of their 
footstalk, when they assume the tongue-like fo~m 
altogether; being, moreover, revolute, with the 
upper disk smooth, and the lower resembling cotton: 
the top is annual, and therefore dead at present, 
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but it produces no flower or fruit: the root itself is 
perennial, and grows horizontally, sometimes a 
little divergiug or obliquely descending, and fre
quently dividing itself as it proceeds, and shooting 
up a number of stems. It lies about four inches 
under the surface of the earth, in a cylindrical form, 
with few or no radicles, and varies from the size of 
a goose-quill to that of a man's finger. The bark is 
black, thin, brittle, and rather rough, and easily 
separates in Hakes from the part which is eaten: 
the centre is divided into two parts by a strong, 
fiat, and white ligament, like a piece of thin tape; 
on each si(le of which is a white substance, resem
bling, after the foot is roasted, both in appearance 
and flavour, the dough of wheat. It has, however, 
a pungency which is disagreeable, but the natives 
eat it voraciously, and it seems to be very nutritious. 

3. The rush is most commonly used by the Kil
lamucks, and other Indians on the sea coast, along 
the sands of which it grows in greatest abundance. 
From each root a single stem rises erectly to the 
height of three or four feet, somewhat thicker than 
a large quill, hollow and jointed; about twenty or 
thirty long, lineal, stellate, or radiate and horizon
tal leaves surround the stem at each joint, about 
half an inch above which its stem is sheathed like 
the sand rush. When green it resembles that plant 
also in appearance, as well as in having a rough 
stem. It is not branching, nor does it bear, as far as 
we can discover, either flower or seed. At the bot
tom of this stem, which is annual, is a small, strong 
radicle, about an inch long, descending perpendi
cularly to the root, while just above the junction of 
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the radicle with the stem, the latter is surrounded 
in the form of a wheel, with 'six or nine small ra
dides descending obliquely: the root attache(l to 
this radicle is a perennial solid bulb, about all inch 
long, and of the thickness of a man's thumb, of an 
ovate form, depressed on one or two of its sides, 
and covered with a thin, smooth, black rind: the 
pulp is white, brittle, and easily masticated. It is 
commonly roasted, though sometimes eaten raw; 
but in both states is rather an insipid root. 

4. The liquorice of this country does not differ 
from that common to the U nite(l States. It here 
delights in a deep, loose, sandy soil, and grows 
Tery large, and abundantly. It is prepared by 
roasting in the embers, and pounding it slightly 
with a small stid, in order to separate the strong 
ligament in the centre of the root, which is then 
thrown away, and the rest chewed and swallowed. 
In this way it has an agreeable flavour, not unlike 
that of the sweet potato. The root of the cattail, or 
£ooper's flag, is eaten by the Indians. There is also 
a species of small, dry, tuberolls root, two inches in 
length, and about the thickness of the fiuger. They 
are eaten raw, are crisp, milky, and of an agreeable 
flavour. 

5. Beside the small cylindric root mentioned' 
above, is another of the same form and appearance, 
which is usually boiled, and eaten with train oil. 
Its taste, however, is disagreeably bitter. But the 
most valuable of all the Illrlian roots is 

6. The wappatoo, or the bulb of the common sa
gittafolia, or common arrowhead. It uoes not grow 
ill this neighbourhood, but is in great abundance 
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ill the marshy grounds of that beautiful yalley, 
which extends from near Quicksand river for seven
ty miles westward, and is a principal article of 
trade between the inhabitants of that valley and 
those of the sea coast. 

The shrub rises to the height of four or five feet; 
the stem simple and much branched. The bark is 
of a reddish dark brown; the main stem somewhat 
rough. while that of the bough is smooth; the leaf 
is about one-tenth of an inch long, obtuse at the 
apex, and acute amI angular at the insertion of the 
pedicle. The leaf is three-fourths of an inch in 
length, and three-eighths in width, smooth, and of 
a paler green than evergreens generally are. The 
fruit is a small deep purple berry, and of a pleasant 
flavour; the natives eat the berry when ripe, but 
seldom collect such quantities as to dry for winter 
use. 

The native fruits and berries in use among the 
Indians, are what they call the shallun, the solme, 
the cranberry, a berry like the black haw, the 
scarlet berry of the plant called sacacommis, a 
purple berry like the huckleberry. 

1. The shal1un is an evergreen plaut, abounding 
in this neighbourhood, and its leaves are the favou
rite food of the elk. It is a thick growth, cylindri
cally rising to the height of three, and sometimes 
five feet, and varying from the size of a goose quill 
to that of a man's thumb. The stem is simple, 
branching, reclining, and partially fiuxllose, with 
a bark which. on the elder part, is of a reddish 
brown colour, while the younger branches are rell 
where e~posed to the sun l and green elsewhere. 
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The leaf is three-fourths of an inch in length, and 
two and a half in breadth; of an oval fonn; the 
upper disk of a glossy deep gree~# the under of a 
pale green; the fruit is a deep purple berry, about 
the size of a common black cherry, oval, al'ld rather 
bluntly pointed; the pericarp is divided into five 
acute angular points, an,d envelopes a soft pulp, 
containing a great number of small brown seeds. 

2. The solme is a small, pale, red berry, the pro
duction of a plant, resembling in size and shape that 
which produces the fruit~ called, in the United 
States, Solomon's seal-berry: The berry is attached 
to the stem in the same manner. It is of a globular 
form, containing a soft pulp, which envelopes four 
seeds about the size of the seed of the common small 
grape. It grows amongst the woodland moss, and 
is, to all appearance, an annual plant. 

3. The cranberry is of the low and viny kind, 
and grows in the marshes or bogs of this neigh
bourhood: it is precisely the same as the cranberry 
of the United States. 

4. The fruit, which, though rather linger, re., 
sembles in shape the black haw, is a light brown 
berry, the fruit of a tree about the size, ~hapeand 
appearance in every respect, of tha1; of the United 
States, called the wild crab-apple. The leaf is aIsQ 
precisely the same, as also the bark in texture and 
colour. The b:rries grow in clump& at the end of 
the small branches; each berry supported by a se-: 
paTate stem, and as many as from three to eighteen 
or twenty in a clump: the berry is ov~te, with one 
?f its extremities attached to a peduncle, where ft 
IS to a small degree concave the wood of which is 

~ . 
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excessively hard. The natives make thei.r wedges 
of this wood in splitting their boards, their firewood. 
and in hollowing out their canoes; the wedge. 
when driven into solid dry pine, receives not the 
slightest injury. Our party made use of it likewise 
for wedges and axe-handles. The fruit is exceed
inglyacid, and resembles the flavour of the wild 
crab. The ~ricarp of the berry contai1ls a soft 
pulpy substance, divided into four cells, each con
taining a single seed; the outer coat of the peri
carp is a thin smooth, though firm and tough pel
licle. 

The plant called sacacommis by the Canadian 
traders, derives its name from this circumstance, 
that the clerks of the trading companies are gene
rally very fond of smoking its leaves, which they 
carry about with them ill a small bag. It grows 
gent'rally in an open piny woodland country, or 011 

its borders. 'Ve found this berry in the prairies 
bordering on the Rocky mountains, or in the more 
open woodlands. It is indiscriminately the growth 
of a very rich or a very poor soil, and is found ill 
the same abundance in both. The natives on the 
western side of the Rocky mountains are very fond 
of this berry, although to us it was a very tasteless 
and insipid fruit: the shrub is an evergreen, alHI 
retains its verdure in the same perfection the whole 
season round. However inclement the climate, the 
FOot puts forth a great number of stems, which 
separate near the su rface of the ground, each stem 
from the size of a small quill to that of a man'~ 
finger: these are much branched, the br~nche~ 

YOLo u.! 
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forming all acute angle with the stem, and all 
more properly procumbent than creeping: although 
it sometim€s puts forth radicles from the stems and 
branches, which strike obliquely into the ground: 
these radicles are by no means general or equable 
in their distances from each other, nor do they ap
pear calculated to furnish nutriment to the plant: 
fhe bark is formed of several layers'l1Of a smooth, 
thin, brittle and reddish substance, easily separated 
from the stem: the leaves, with respect to their 
position, are scattered, yr.t closely arranged, and 
particularly near the extremities of the twigs: the 
leaf is. about three-fourths of an inch in length,· 
oval, pointed and obtuse, of a deep green, slightly 
grooved, and the footstalk is of proportionable 
length: tJ:le berry is attached in an irregular manner 
to the small boughs among the leaves, and always 
supported by separate, small and short peduncles: 
the insertion produces a slight concavity in the 
berry, while its opposite side is slightly convex, 
The outer coat of the pericarp is a thin, firm, tough 
pellicle: the inner coat consists of a dry, mealy 
pci'"wder, of a yellowish white colour, enveloping 
from four to six large, light, brown seeds: the co
lour of the fI uit is a fine scarlet: the natives eat 
these berries without any preparation: the fruit 
ripens in September, and remains on the bushes all 
win,er, unaffected by the frost: they are sometimes 
gaihered and hung ill the lodges in bags, where 
they are dt ied without further trouble. 

6. The deep purple berry, like the huckleberry, 
terminates bluntly, and has a cap or cover at the 
CJld: the berries are atta~hed sev.arately to t46 
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sides of the boughs by a short stem hanging under..;: 
neath, and they often grow very near each other 
011 the same bough: the berry separates very easily 
from the stem; the leaves adhere closely: the shrub 
rises to the height of six or eight feet, and some
times grows on high lands, but more frequently 011 

low marshy grotmds: the shrub is an evergreen and 
about tell inches in circumference, divides into 
many irregular branches, and seldom more than 
Olle stem springs from one root, although they 
associate very thickly: the bark is somewhat rough 
and of a reddish brow'h colour: the wood is very 
hanl: the leaves are alternate and attached by a 
short footstalk to the horizontal sides of the boughs: 
the form is a long oval, rather more acute towards 
the ape:x than at the poiut of insertion: its margin 
slightly serrate, its sides collapsing, thick, firm, 
smooth and glossy: the under surface is of a pale 
or whitish green, and the upper of a fine deep 
green. This beautiful shrub retaint; its verdure 
throughout the year, and is more peculiarly beau
tiful in winter. The natives sometimes eat the ber'" 
ries without preparation, sometimes they dry them 
ill the sun, and' at others in their sweating-kilns; 
they very frequently pound them, and bake them 
ill large loaves, weighing from ten to fifteen ponnds: 
the bread keeps very well for one sea'son, and retaills 
its juices better by this mode of preparation than 
any other: this bread, when broken, is stirred in 
cold water until it acquires the consistency of soup, 
and then eaten. 

The trees of a larger growth are very abundant; 
,the whole neighbourhood of the coast is supp1i::([ 
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with great quantities of excellent timber. The pre .. 
dominating growth is the fir, of which we have 
seen se,'eral species. There is one singular circum
stance attending all the pine of this country, which 
is, that when consumed it yields not the slightest 
particle of ashes. The first species grows to an im
mense size, and is very commonly twenty-seven 
feet in circumference six feet above the earth's 
surface: they rise to the height of two hundred 
and thirty feet, and one hundred and twenty of 
that height without a limb. We have often found 
them thirty-six feet in circumference. One of our 
party measured one, and found it to be forty-two 
feet in circumference, at a point beyond the reach 
of an ordinary man. This trunk for the distance of 
two hundred feet was destitute of limbs; the tree 
was perfectly sound, and, at a moderate calcula· 
tion, its size may be estimated at three hundred 
feet. The timber is throughout, and rives better 
than any other species; the bark scales off in flakes 
irregularly round, and· of a reddish brown colour, 
particularly the younger growth: the trunk it 
.simple, branching, aud not very proliferous. The
leaf is accrose, oue~tellth of an inch in width, and 
three-fourths in length, firm, stiff, and accuminate: 
it is triangular, a little declining, and thickly SC3t~ 
tered 011 all sides of the bough. and springs from 
small triangular pedestals of soft, spongy. elastic 
bark at the junction of the boughs. The bud-scalea 
continue to encircle their respective twig, for se
veral years: captain Lewis has counted as many a. 
tl~e growtH of four years beyond their scales. It 
yleld~ but little rosin, and we have never been able 
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to discover the cone, although we have felled: 
severr~L 

The second is a much more common species, aml 
constitutes at least one-half of the timber in thii 
neighbourhood. It seems to resemble the spruce, 
rising from one hundred and sixty to one hundred 
and eighty feet, and is from four to six in diameter, 
straight, round. and regularly tapering. The bark 
is thin, of a dark colour, much divided in small 
longitudinal interstices: the bark of the boughs and 
young trees is somewhat smooth, but not equal to 
the balsam fir: the wood is white. very soft, but 
difficult to ri v.e: the trunk is a simple, branching 
and diffuse stem, 110t so proliferous as the pines and 
firs usually are. It puts forth buds from the sides 
of the small boughs as well as from their extremi
ties: the stem terminates like the cedar in a slender 
pointed top: the leaves are petiolate, the footstalks 
sho.rt, accrose, rather more than half a line in width. 
and very unequal in length, the greatest length 
seldom exceeding one inch, while other leaves in
termixed on every part of the bough do 110t exceed 
a quarter of an inch. The leaf has a small longi
tudinal channel on the upper disk, which is of a 
deep and glossy green, while the under disk is of ~ 
whitish green only: it yields but little rosin. What 
is remarkable, the cone is not longer than the end 
Qf a man's thumb; it is soft, flexible. of an ovate 
form, and produced at the ends of the small twigs. 

The third species resembles in Jlll points the Ca
nadian balsam fir; it grows from two and a half tq 

.four feet in diameter~ and rises to the height of 
~ghty or a hundred feet. The stem is simple, 
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branching and proliferous: its leaves are sessile, 
accrose, one-eighth of an inch in length, aud one
sixteenth in width, thickly scattered on the twigs, 
and adhere to the three under sides on]y; gibbous, 
a little declining, obtusely pointed, soft, and flexi
ble. The upper disk is longitudinally marked with 
a slight channel of a deep glossy green; the under 
of a pale green and not glossy. This tree affortls, in 
considerable quantities, a fine deep aromatic balsam, 
resembling the balsam of Canada in taste and ap
pearance. The small pistils filled rise like a blister 
on the trunk and the branches. The bark, that en
velopes these pistils, is soft, and easily punctured: 
the general appearance of the bark is dark and 
smooth: but not so remarkable for that quality as 
the white pine of our country. The wood is white 
and soft. 

The fourth species in size resembles the second. 
The stem is simple, branching, ascending and pro
liferous; the bark is of a reddish dark brown, and 
thiclier than that of the third species, divided by 
small longitudinal interstices, not so mnch magni
fied as in the second species. The relative position 
of the leaves resemble those of the balsam fir, ex
cepting that they are only' two-thirds the width, 
and little more than half the length, and that the 
upper disk is not so green and glossy. The wood 
yields no balsam, amI hut little rosin. The wood is 
white and tough, although rather porous. 

The fifth species in size resembles the second, 
and has a trunk simple, branching and proliferous. 
~he bark is of a thin dark brown, divided longitu~ 
dmally by inter~tic('s, and scaling off ill thin roll· 
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iug flakes. It yields but little balsam: two-thirds 
of the diameter of the trunk in the centre, presents 
a reddish white; the remainder is white, porous 
and tough: the twigs are much longer and more 
slender than in either of the other species; the leaves 
are accrose, one-twentieth of an inch in width, and 
one inch in length; sex tile, inserted on all sides of 
the bough" straight, and obliquely pointing towards 
the extremities. The upper disk has a small longi
tudinal channel, and is of a deep green, and not so 
glossy as the balsam fir. The under disk is of a 
pale green. 

We have seen a species of this fir on low marshy 
grounds, resembling in all points the foregoing, 
except that it branches more diffusively. This tree 
is generally thirty feet in height, and two in dia
lucter. The diffusion of its branches may result 
from its open situation, as it seldom grows in the 
neighbourhood of another tree. The cone is two 
and a half inches in length, and three and threc
quarters in its greatest circumference. It tapers 
regularly to a point, and is formed of the imbri
cated scales, of a bluntly rounded form. A thin 
l~af is inserted ill the pith of the cone, which over
lays the centre of, amI extends half an inch beyond 
the point of each scale. 

The sixth species does 110t differ from what is 
usually denominated the white pine in Virginia. 
The unusual length of the cone seems to constitute 
the only difference. It is sometimes sixteen or eigh
teen inches in length, and is ahout four in circum
ference. It grows on the nort~ s~de of the Colum· 
f,)ja, lle;lr the Qcean. 
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The seventh and last species grows in low groulldg, 
and in places frequently overflown by the tide, sel
dom rising higher than thirty-fi ve feet, and not 
more than from two and a half to fonr in diameter: 
the stem is simple, branching, and proliferous: the 
bark resembles that of the first species, but more 
rugged: the leaves are accrose, two-tenths of an 
inch in width, three-ftmrths in length, firm, stiff, 
and a little acuminated: they end in short pointe(\ 
tendrils, gibbous, amI thickly scattered on all sides 
of the branch, though they adhere to the three un
uer sides only: those inserted on the under side in
cline sidewise, with upward points, presenting the 
leaf in the shape of a scythe: the others are point
ing upwards, sextile, and like those of the first spe
cies, grow from the small triangular pedestals of 
a bark, SPO:1gy, soft and elastic. The under disk is 
cf a deep, glossy green, the other of a pale whitish 
green: the bcughs retain the leaves of a six years 
growth: the bUll scales resemble those of the first 
species; the cone is of an ovate figure, three and a 
half inches in length, and three in circumference, 
thickest in the middle, and tapering and terminat
ing in two ohtllse points: it is composed of small, 
flexible scales, imbricated, and of a reddish browll 
colour. Each of these scales covers two small seeds, 
and is itself covered in the centre by a small, thin, 
inferior scale, acutely pointed: these scales proceed 
from the sides of the bougb, as well as from its ex
tremities. It was 110 where to be seen above the 
'Yappatoo. The stem of the black alder arrives to 
a great size. It is ~imple, branching, and diffuse: 
the bark i!5 Emooth, of a light colour, with white 
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spreading spots, resembling those of the beech: the 
leaf, fructification, &c. resemble precisely those of 
the common alder of onr country: the shrubs grow 
separately from different roots, and not in clusters, 
like those of the United States. The black alder 
does not cast its leaf until the first of December. It 
is sometimes found growing to the height of sixty 
or seventy feet, and is from two to four in diameter. 

3. There is a tree common to the Columbia river, 
below the entrance of Cataract river, when divested 
of its foliage. much resembling the ash. 1 he trunk 
is simple, branching and diffuse: the leaf is petio
late, plain, divided .by four deep lines, and resem
bling those of the palm, and considerably lobate: 
the lobes terminate in from three to five angular 
points, and their margins are iudented with irregu
lar anel somewhat circular incissures: the petiolate 
is cylindrical, sm{)oth. and seven inches long; the 
leaf itself tigM inches in length, and twelve in 
breadth: this tree is frequently three feet in diame
ter, and rises from forty to fifty feet: the fruit is a 
winged seed, somewhat resembling that of the maple. 

In the same part of the eoantry there is also ano
ther growth, resembling the white maple, though 
much smaller, and is seldom to be seen of more th,tll 
six or seven inches in diameter. These trees grow in 
clusters, from fifteen to twenty feet in height, from 
the same bed. -of roots, spreading, and leaning out
wards: the twigs are long and sl{'nder, the stem 
simple and -branching; the ba'rk in colour r{'sembling 
the white maple; the leaf is petiolate, plain, f'ca-i
tered, nearly cirC\llar, -with acute angular incisure~ 

VOL. u. 2 c 
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round the margin, of an inch in length, and from 
six to eight in number: the acute angular points so 
formed are crenate, three inches in length and four 
in width: the petiole is cylindric, smooth, and· an 
inch and a quarter in length; the fruit is not 
known. 

The undergrowth consists of honeysuckles, alder, 
seven bark or nine bark, huckleberry, a shrub like 
the quill wood, a plant like the mountain-holly, a 
green briar, the fern. 

1. The honeysuckle common to the United States 
we found in this neig hhourhood. We first discovered 
the honeysuckle on the waters of the Kooskooskee, 
near the Chopunnish nation, and again below the 
grand rapids. 

2. The alder, which is also common to our coun
try, we found in great abundance in the woodlands, 
on this side of the Rocky mountains. It differs in 
the colour of its berry: this being of a pale sky blue, 
while that of the United States is of a deep purple. 

3. The seven bark, or, as it is usually denomi
nated, the nine bark of the United States. is alw 
common to this country. 

4. 1 he huckleberry. There is a species of huckle
berry, common to the highlands, from the commence
ment of the Coiumbian valley to the sea coast, rising 
to the he~ght of six or eight feet, branching and dif
fuse: the . trunk is cylindrical, of a dark brown co
lour; the collateral branches are green, smooth and 
square, and put forth a number of alternate branches 
of the same colour, and from the two horizontal sides 
~nly. The fruit is a small deep purple berry, held 
III much esteem by the natives; the leaf is of a pale 



UP THE MISSOURI. 

green and small, three-fourths of an inch in lengthJ 
and three-eighths in width, oval, terminating more 
acutely at the apex than at the insertion of the foot
stalk: the base is nearly entire, and but slightly 
serrate: the footstalks are short; their relative posi
tion is alternate, two-ranI{ed, and proceeding from 
the horizontal sides of the boughs only. 

5. There are two species of shrubs, first seen at 
the grand rapids of the Columbia, and which have 
since been seen elsewhere: they grow in rich dry 
grounds, usually in the neighbourhood of some wa
ter course: the roots are creeping and cylindrical: 
the stem of the first species is from a foot to eighteen 
inches in height, and about as large as an ordinary 
goose quill: it is simple, unbranched and erect: its 
leaves are cauline, compound and spreading: the 
leaflets are jointed, and oppositely pinnate, three 
pair, and terminating ill one sextile, widest at the 
base, and tapering to an acuminate point: it is an 
inch and a quarter in its greatest width, and three 
inches and a quarter in length: each point of the 
margin is armed with a subulate thorn, and from 
thirteen to seventeen in number: are veined, glossy, 
carinated and wrinkled; their points obliquely 
tending towards the extremity of the common foot
stalk: the stem of the second species is procumbent, 
about the size of that of that of the first species, 
jointed and unbranched: its leaves are cauline, com
pound, and oppositely pinnate: the rib is from four
teen to sixteen inches in length, cylindric and 
smo.Qth: the leaflets are two inches and a half long, 
and one inch wide, and of the greatest width half an 
inch from the· base: this they regularly surround, 
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and from the same point tapering to an acute apex: 
this is usuaHy terminated with a small subulate 
thorn: they are jointed and oppositely pinnate, 
consistillg of six p.air, and terminating in one: ses
~ilE', serrate, and ending in a small subulate spire, 
from twenty-five to twenty-seven in number: they 
are smooth, plain, and of a deep green, and all ob~ 
liquel y tending towards the extremity of the fo.ot
stalk: they retain their green aU winter. The 
large-leafed thorn has a leaf about two inches and 
a half long, which is petiolate and conjugate: the 
leaflets are petiolate, acutely pointed, having their 
margins cut with unequal and irregular incisures: 
the shrub, which we had once mistaken for the 
large-leafed thorn, resembled the stem ofthatshrub, 
excepting the thorn: it bears a large three-headed 
leaf: the briar is of the classpolyandria, and order 
poligymnia: the flowers are single: the peduncle 
long and cylirldrical: the calyx is a periantQ, of 
one leaf, five cleft, and acutely pointed: the peri,. 
anth is proper, erect, inferior in both petals, and 
germen: the corolla consists of five acute, pale 
scarlet petals, inserted inthe receptacle with a short 
and narrow cleft: the corollais smooth, moderately 
long, situated at the base of the germen, perma
nent, and in shape resembling a cup: the stamens 
and filaments are subulate. inserted into the recep
tacle, unequal and bent inwards, concealing the 
pystilium; the anther is two-lobed and intluted, 
situated on the top of the filament of the pystilium: 
the germ is conical. imbricated, sessile and short: 
the styles are short, compared with the stamen, 
~apillary smooth and obtuse: they are distributed. 



UP THE MISSOURI. 20,~ 

over the S\lrf~ce of the germ, alll;i deciduous with
-OIJt any perceptible stamen. 

7. The green briar grows most abundantly ill
rich dry lands. in the vicinity of a water course, 
and is found in small quantities in piny lands at a. 
distance from the water. In the for~er situation, 
the stem.is frequently of the size of a man's finger ~ 
and rises perpendieularly four or five feet: it thel;t 
descends in au arch, becomes procumbent, or rests 
on some neighbouring plants: it is simple. un
branched and cylindric: in the latter situation it 
grows much smaller, and usually procumbent: the 
stem is armed with sharped and forked briars: the 
leaf is petiolll-te, temate, and resembles in shape amI 
appearance, that of the purple raspberry, so com
mon to the Atlant,ic states: the fruit is a berry re
sembling the blackberry in all points, and is eatel, 
when t:ipe by the nativet!, which they hold in mucn 
esteem, fJ.1Jhough it is not dried for winter consump
tion. This.shrub was first discovered at the entrance 
of Quic1).s~nd river: it grows so abundantly ill the 
fer:tile valley of Columbia, and the islands, that the 
COtmtry is almost impenetrable: it retains its ver
dure 13te in summer. 

e. Be~ides the fern already described, as furnish
ing a nutritious root, there are two other plants of 
the same species, which may be divided into the 
large ami the small: the large fern rises three or 
four feet; the stem is a common footstalk, proceed
ing immediately from the radix, somewhat flat. 
about the size of a man's arm, and covered with 
innumerable black coarse capillary radicles, issuil!~ 
from every part of its surface: one of the~;, rQot~ 
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",ill send forth from twenty to forty of these com
mon footstalks, bending outwards from the common 
centre: the ribs are cylilJdric and marked longi
tudinally their whole length, with a groove on the 
upper side: on either side of this groove, and a 
little below its edge the leaflets are inserted: these 
are shortly petiolate for about two-thirds the length 
of the middle rib, commencing from the bottom, 
and from thence to the extremity s~ssile: the rib is 
terminated by a single undivided lanceolate leaflet: 
these are from two to four inches in length, and 
have a small acute angular proj ection, and obliquely 
cut at the base: the upper surface is smooth, and 
of a deep green: the under surface of a pale green, 
and covered with a brown protuberance of a woolly 
appearance, particularly near the central fibre: 
the leaflets are alternately pinnate, and in number 
from one hundred and ten to one hundred and forty: 
they are shortest at the two extremities of the com
mon footstalk, largest in the centre, gradually 
lengthening, and diminishing as they succeed each 
other. The small fern likewise rises with a common 
footstalk from the radix, from four to eight in num· 
ber: from four to eight inches long: the central 
rib is marl,ed with a slight longitudinal groove 
throughout its whole length: the leaflets are oppo
sitely pinnate, about one-third of the length of the 
common footstalk, from the bottom, and thence al
ternately pinnate: the footstalk terminates in a 
simple undivided lanceolate leaflet: these are ob
long, obtuse, convex, absolutely entire, and the 
upper disk is marked with a slight longitudinal 
groove: near the upper extremity these leaflets 
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are decursivel y pinnate, as are all those of the large 
fern. Both of these species preserve green during 

the winter. 
The quadrupeds of this country, from the Roc1\y 

mountains to the Pacific ocean, may be conve
niently divided into the domestic and the wild 
animals. The first embraces the horse and dog 

only. 
The horse is. confined principally to the nations 

inhabiting the great plains of Columbia, extending 
from latitude forty to fifty north, and occupying 
the tract of territory lying between the Rocky 
mountains and a range of JUountains which pass the 
CohImbiariver about the great falls, from longitude 
sixteen to one hundred and twenty-one west. The 
Shoshonees, the Chopunnish, Sokulks, Escheloots, 
Eneshures, and Chilluckittequaws, all enjoy the 
benefit of that docile, noble, and generous animal; 
and all of them, except the three last, possess im
mense nu·mbers. 

They appear to be of an excellent race, lofty, 
elegantly formed, active and durable: many of 
them appear like fine English coursers; some of 
them are pied with large spots of white irregularly 
scattered, and intermixed with a dark brown bay: 
the greater part, however, are of an uniform colour, 
marked with stars and white feet, and resemble in 
fleetness and bottom, as well as ·1.11 form and colour , 
the best blooded horses of Virginia. The natives 
suffer them to run at large in the plains, the grass 
of which affords them their only winter subsistence: 
their masters taking no trouble to lay in a winter's 
store for them; notwithstanding, they will, unless 
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much exercised, fatten on the dry grass afforded 
by the plains during the winter. The plains are 
rarely if ever moistened by rain, and the grass is 
consequetttly short and thin. The hatiTes, except
ing those of the Rocky montitains, appear to take 
110 pains in selecting the male horses for breed; 
and indeed those of that class appear much the 
most indifferent. Whether the horse was originally 
a native of this country or not, the soil and climate 
appear to be perfectly well adapted to the nature 
of this animal. Horses are said to be found wild in 
many parts of this extensive country. The several 
tribes of Shoshollees, who reside towards M'exico, 
on the waters of the :Mutlomah river, and particu
larly one of them, called Shaboboah, have also a 
great number of mules, which the Indians prize 
more highly than horses. An elegallt horse may be 
purchas'ed of the natives for a few beads, tlr othet 
paltry trinkets, whi"Ch in the United S~tes would 
not cost more than one or two dollars. The abun
dance and cheapness of horses will be extremely 
advantageou's to those who may hereafter attempt 
the fur trade to the East Indies, by the "'ay'O{ 
Columbia river, and the Pacific O'Cean. 

2. The dog is 11llusuaily small, about tire 'Si~ of 
an ordinarycnr: he is usually particoloured, 
amongst which th-e black, white:. brown and brindle 
are the colours most predominant: the head is ~ong, 
the no"Se pointed, the 'eyes smaU, the ears etect and 
pointed, li'ke those of the wolf: the hair is 'Sho'!'t 
and smooth, excepting on the tail, where it is long 
and straight, like that -of the ordinary cur-dog. 
The natives never eat the flesh of this animal, and 
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he· flpptarS to be in 110 other way s~rviceable to 
th~lJl than in huntiJlg the elk. 

The second division comprepep,ds th~ br~wn, 

white or grisiy bear, the black b~r; the cJ.eer. 
cOIij.mon red dee~, the black-tailed fallow deer, the 
mule deer, ~he elk; the wolves, the large brown 
wolf, the small wolf of the plains, the large wolf of 
the p~ins; the tiger-cat; the foxes, the common 
red fox, the silver fox, the ·fisher or blac;k fox, the 
laI'g~ red fox of the plains, the kit-fox or small fOJ(; 

oftJle plailils; the a.lltelope,"the sheep, beaver, com
mon otter, -sea-otter, mink. seal, racoon; squirrels~ 
large grey ~uirrel, small grey squirrel, small b~own 
~irr.el. ground-squirrel; brar.o, r~t. mouse, molel 

panther, ha.r.e, rabbit, ,polecat or ,~unk. 
First, the hrown, w;hite or gr~ly b~ar. which 

seem to be of the same family, witth an acc\denta<l 
variati~of .celom only, iuha'bit the timbered parts 
Qf the Rw:ky mountains. They are rarely found 
011 the west-er~y side, and are more commonly below 
the Rocky mountains, in the :phlins, or on their 
borders amidst eopses of brus,h and underwood, and 
near ,the wat~r courses. W e ·~re una1;>le to learn , . 

that ,they inhabit at aLl in the woody country hor-
~lering on the c():ast, as far in the i.nterior as the 
range .-of mountaill8 which pass the Columbia, be
tweetl the great falls and the ra.pida 9f that river . 

. 2. Theblllck he3)'differs in no rElspect from those 
common to t~e United States. They chiefly in
hab~t timberel;lpart~ of the ,Roc~y mountains, and 
likewise the borders of the great plains of the Co
lumbia. '.fhey are sometimes found in the traci 

1'01-1, II! 2 P 
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which lies between those plains and the Pacific 
()cean. One of our hunters saw one of this spe~ies, 
which was the only one we have discovered since 
our residence in fort Clatsop. 

3. The deer are of three kinds: the common red 
deer, the black-tailed fallow deer, and the mule 
deer. 

1. The common red deer inhabit the rocky moun
tains in the neighhourhood of the Chopunnish, also 
about the Columbia, and down the river as low as 
where the tide-water commences. They do not ap
pear to differ essentially from those of the Unite<l 
States, being the same in shape, size, and appear
ance.' The tail is, however, different, being of an 
unusual length, far exceeding that of the common 
de'er;' captain Lewis measured one and found it to 
be seventeen inches long. 

2. The black-tailed fallow deer are peculiar to 
this coast, and are a distinct species, partaking 
equally of the qualities of the mule and the com
mon deer. Their ears are longer, and their winter 
coat darker than those of the common deer. The 
receptacle of the eye more conspicuous, their legs 
I3horter, their bodies thicker and larg~r. The tail is 
of the same length with that of the common deer, 
the hair on the under side white, and on its sides 
and top of a deep jetty black: the hams resemble, 
in form and colour, those of the mule, which it like
'wise resembles in its'gait. The black-tailed deer 
never runs at full speed, but bounds with every 
foot from the ground at the same tir.le, like the 
mule deer. He sometimes inhabits the woodlands, 
bu t more often the prairies and open grounds. It 
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lnay be generally said, that he is of a size larger 
than the common deer, and less than the mule 
deer. The flesh is seldom fat, and in flavour is far 
inferior to any other of the species. 

3. The mule deer inhabit both the sea-coast, the 
plains of the Missouri, and likewise the borders of 
the Kooskooskee river ill the neighbourhood of the 
Rocky mountains. It is not known whether they 
exist ill the interior of the great plains of the Co
lumbia, or on the lower borders, near the mountains 
which pass the river above the great falls. The pro
perties of this animal have already been noticed. 

4. The elk is of the same species with that which 
inhabits much the greatest part of North America. 
They are common to every part of this country, as 
well the timbered lands as the plains, but are much 
more abundant in the former than in the latter. III 
the month of March we discovered several which 
had not cast their horns, and others where the new 
horns had grown to the length of six. inches. The 
latter were in much the best order, and hence we 
draw the inference, that the leanest elk retain their 
horns the longest. 

5. The wolf is either the large brown wolf or the 
wolf of the plains, of which last there are two kinds, 
the large and the small. The large brown wolf in
habits the woody conntries on the borders of the 
Pacific, and the mountains which pass the Columbia 
river· between the great falls and rapids, and re
sembles in all points those of the United States. 

The large and small wolves of the plains prin
eipally inhahit the open country and the woodlands 
on their borders. They resemble, both in appearance 
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and habit, those of the Missouri plains; They are 
by no means abundant in the plains of the Co
]umbia~ as tliey meet there but very little gamtfor 
their subsistence. 

6. The tiger-cat iilhabits the b'Grders of the plains 
and the woody country ill the neighbtmrlTocHl oft&e 
Pacific. This animal is of a size larger fuM the 
wild cat or our country, and much the same ia 
form, agility, and ferocity. The colour ofthe back~ 
neck and sid'es, is of a re<ldi~li brow~ irl1egularly 
variegated with small spot-s of dark brown!: the tail 
is about two inches long, and It'early white~ exrept 
the extremity, which. is black; it tel'tninares. ab
ruptly, as if it had heen amputated: the beUy is 
white, and beautifully Val'iegll·ted with emaIl blaCK 
'spots: the legs are of the same c-oloor with the d8, 
a11(1 th'e back is marked tiral'Jsver~ly with black 
'stripes: the ears ate hlack 011 the outenide. covered 
'With fine sh6'rt hair, except at the ufPe:r pGint. 
'which is furnished with a pencil afhatf"', fi'lle,nraigM, 
and black, three-fourths of an in'eh in length. The 
hair of this animal is long and fiwe-, fa!' 'excteeding 
that of the wild cat of the United S~oteB, bot i1I
ferior ill that quality to that of the bear of the 
northwest. Theskiil of this animal is ingpeatae
mand among the natives, f-or of this they form their 
robes, and it requires fOUr to make ·up the cOm
plement. 

7. Of the foxes We have seen'several,species. 
The large red fox 'of the plains, and the kit-fox, 

or smaH red fox of ·the plains, are -the same which 
are found on the banks of the Mi:ssonri. They are 
fuund almost exclusively in the open plains, OF on 

.;. 
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the tbP~ of brush within the level country: the 
tOlmoon red fox of the United States inhabits the 
couatry bordering; the coast, nor does this animal 
appear to have undergone any alteration. 

The black fox, or, as it is termed in the neigh
bourhood of Detroit, the fisher, is found in the 
woody couut'ry b~rtlering on the coast. How it 
should have acquired this appellation it is difficult 
to im.agine, as it certainly does not live upon fish. 
These animals are extremely str{)ng an.d active, 
and a-dmirably expert in climbing: this they per
fc:l'rm with the greatest ease, and bound from tree 
to tree in pursuit of the squirrel or racoon, their 
most usual fo~d. Their colour is of a jetty black. 
excepting a smaU wh·ite spot upon th.e breast: the 
body is l{)ng. the legs short. and resembling those 
of the ordiaary 'ttilmspit dog. The tail isremark.a
My-long. and nGt differing ill other pa-rticu:lars fram 
that of tne ()l'diHary fOK. 

The sil'V'er fox is an animal very rare, even in 
the 'COllllh'y he inhabits. We have seen nothing bu:t 
the skins of this animal, and those in the possession 
of the natives of the woody country below the Co
lumbia fa-lls,which makes us conjecture it to ·be an 
'inhabitant 6f that country exclusively. From the 
'sWiR, it appeared to be of the size of the large red 
fOl[ of the 'plarl1s, resembling that animal in form, 
and particularly in the dimensions of the tail. The 
legs captain Lewis conjectured to be somewhat 
lar-ger. It has a long deep lead coloured fur, for 
:foil. intermixed wi-th long hairs, either of a black 
or white colour at the lower part, and invariably 
white at the top, forming a most beautiful sil-ver 
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grey. Captain Lewis thought this t11e most beau· 
tiful of the whole species, excepting one which he' 
discovered on the :Missouri Ilear the natural falls. 

S. The antelope inhabits the great plains of the 
Columbia, and resembles those found on the banks 
of the Missouri, and indeed in every part of the 
untimbered country, but they are by no means 80 

abundant on this as on the other side of the Rocky 
mountains. The natives in this place make them
selves robes of their skins, and preserve the hair 
entire. In the summer and autumn, when the sal
mon begin to decline, the majority of the natives 
leave the siues of the river, and reside in the open 
plains, to hunt the antelope, which they pursue on 
horseback, and shoot with their arrows. 

9. The sheep is found in many places, but mostly 
in the timbered parts of the Rocky mountains. They 
live in greater numbers on the chain of mountains 
forming the commencement of the woody country 
on the coast, and passing the Columbia between the 
falls and rapids. We have only seen the skins of 
these a.nimals, which the natives dress with the wool, 
and the blankets which they manufacture from the 
wool. The animal, from this evidence. appears 
to be of the size of our common sheep, of a white 
colour: the wool is fine on many parts of the body, 
but in length not equal to that of our domestic 
sheep. On the back, and particularly on the top 
of the head, this is intermixed with a considerable 
proportion of long straight hairs. From the Indian 
account. these animals have erect pointed horns:
one of our engagecs informed us, that he had seen 
them in the black. hi\Js, and that the horns were 
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IUllated like those of our domestic sheep. We have 
nevertheless too many proofs to admit a dopbt of 
their existing, and in considerable numbers, on the 
mountains near the coast. 

10. Th,e beaver of this country is large and fat: 
the flesh is very palatable, 'and at our table was a 
real luxury. On the 7th of January, 1806, our 
hunter found a beaver in his traps, of which he 
made a bait for taking others: this bait will entice 
the beaver to the trap, as far as he can smell it, 
and' this may be fairly stated to be at the distance 
of a mile, as their sense of smelling is very acute. 
To prepare beaver-bait, the castor or bark-stone is 
first gently pressed from the bladder-like bag which 
contains it, into a phial of four ounces, with a large 
mouth: five or six of these stones are thus taken, 
to which must be added a nutmeg, a dozen or fif· 
teen cloves, and thirty grains of cinnamon, finely 
pulverized and stirred together, and as much ardent 
spirits added to the composition as willI'educe the 
whole to fhe consistency of mustard. All this must 
be carefully corked, as it soon loses its efficacy, if 
exposecl to open air. The scent becomes much 
stronger in four or five days after preparation, and, 
provided proper precaution is exercised, will pre
serve its efficacy for months. Any strong aromatic 
spices will answer; their sole virtue being to give 
variety and pungency to the scent of the bark stone. 
The male beaver lIas six stoncs, two of which con
tain a substance much like finely pulverized bark, 
of a pale yellow colour, and in smell resembling 
tanners oose; these are called bark stones or cas
tors. Two others, which, like the bark stone, re-
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semble small bladders, contain pure strong oil, of 
a strong rank smell, and are called the oil stDoe, 
and the other two are the testicles. The bark stones 
are two inehes in length: the others are somewhat 
smaller, of an .oval form, and lie ill a bunch t0ge
ther, between the skin and the root of the tail. witl. 
which they are closely connected, and seem to 

communicate. The female brings f.orth .once in a 
year only, aud has sometimes two ands.om.etimes 
f.our at a birth, which usually happens ill the latter 
end .of May and tlte heginning of June: ,at this 
time she is said to drive the male from the lo.dge, 
wh.o wOlilld otherwise destroy the young. They 
pr.opagate like the fewl, by the gut, and the male 
has n.o .other sex.ual distinction, that w.e eouhl .dis
cover. 

II. The -COmm<l1l {)tter lias .already lJe.en ,desc:ribed, 
and this 'Sp€cies does n.o{ differ ,"om thQSe imbabit
ing the .other fJ(ll'ts .of America. 

12. The sea-otter res.w.tes ,u;J.}y on the sea ooast, 
or in the ueighhouhood.of the sal-t-watN. When 
fully gr.own, he arriv.es t.o ,the size of a mrge lllas
tiff dog. The ears and eyes, particularly the fOl
mer, which are not all inch in length, are thick, 
pointed, fleshy, alld covered. with slfort hair: the 
-tail is ten itlches lGug, thick at the point of inse,r
tiOll. and par·tially covered w.ith a. d~ep fur on tae 
upper :Side: the le.gs are very short. and ;tbe ,feet. 
which have D\'e t.oes each, are broad .. large .. and 
webbed: the legs are cwered with fur, and the 
feet with short hair: the body of this an'mel is 
long, and of the same thickness throp·ghout; from 
th!! extremity .of the tail 10 1he nose they Jlleasure 



UP TH1ll MISSOURI. !!17 

five feet. The colour is a uniform dark brown, and, 
when in good order and season, perfectly black. 
This animal is unrivalled for the beauty, richness, 
and softness of his fur: the inner part of the fu r, 
when opened, is lighter than the surface in its na
tural position: there are some black and shining 
hairs intermixed with the fur, which are rather 
longer, and add much to its beauty: the fur about 
the ears, nose and eyes, in some of this species, pre
sents a lighter colour, sometimes a brown: their 
young. are often seen of a cream-coloured white 
about the nose, eyes and forehead, and which are 
always much lighter than their other parts: their 
fur is, however, much inferior to that of the full
grown otter. 

13. The mink inhabits the woody country bor
dering 011 the coast, amI does not differ in any 
point from those of the United States. 

14. The seal is found on this coast in great num
bers, and as far up the Columbia river as the Great 
Falls, and none have been discovered beyond them. 
The skillS of sllch as captain Lewis examined, were 
covered with a short, coarse, stiff and glossy hair, 
of a reddish brown colour. This animal, when in 
the water, appeared of a black colour, and. some
times spotted with white. We believe that there 
are several species of this animal to be found in this 
country, but we could not procure a sufficient 
number to make the examination: the skins were 
precisely of the same kind as our countrymen em
ploy in the manufacture of trunks. 

15. The raccoon inhabits woody countries bor· 
VOL. I.. 2 III 
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dering on the coast, in considerable numbers, and 
are caught by the natives with snares or pitfalls: 
they hqld their skins in but little or no estimation, 
and very seldom make them into robes. 

16. The squirrels we have seen are, 
The large grey squirrel. This animal appears to 

be an inhabitant of a narrow tract of couniry well 
covered with white-oak timber, and situated on the 
upper side of t.he mountains just below Columbia 
fall~: he is only found in thos8 tracts which are 
covered with this timber, for in countries where 
pine is most abundant, he does not appear. This 
animal is much superior in si1-e to the common grey 
Soquirrel, and resembles in form, colour and size, 
the fox-squirreJ of the Atlantic states. The tail 
exceeds the whole length ot the body and the he~d : 
the eyes are dark, the whjs~ers long and black: the 
back, sides of the head, and tail, aQ,d outward part 
of the legs, are all of a blue-l3oloured grey: the 
breast, belly, and inner part of the body, are all of 
a pure white: the hair is short, like that of the 
fox squirrel, though much finer, and intermixed 
with a portion of flir. The natives hold the skin of 
this animal in high estimation, whi~h they use ill 
forming their robes. He subsists on the acorn an4 
filberts, which last grows i~ great abundance ill 
the oak country. 

The small grey squirr~l is common to every part 
of the ROCky mountains where timber abounds. He 
differs fro,m the dark brewn squirrel in colour only, 
The back, sides, neck, head, tail, and outer side of 
thelegs, are of a brow~ish lead-coloured grey: thl 
taU is slightly touched with. a clark reddish colourt 
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near the extremity of some of the hairs: the throat, 
breast, belly, and inner parts of the legs, are of the 
colour of tanners' oote, and haTe a narro'Y strip of 
black, commencing behind each shoulder, and en
tering longitudinally about three inches, between 
the colours of the sides aud belly. Their habits are 
precisely those of the dark brown squirreC and like 
them they are extremely nimble and active. 

There is aha a species of squirrel, evidently dis
tinct, which we have denominated the burrowing
squirrel. He inhabits these plains, and somewhat 
resembles those found on the Missouri: he measures 
one foot and frve inches in length, of which the tail 
comprises two and a h,alf iuches only: the neck and 
legs are short; the ears are likewise short, obtusely 
pointed, and lie close to the head. and the aperture 
larger than will generally be found among bur
rowing animal!!. The eyes are of a moderate size, 
the pupil black, and the iris .f a dark sooty brown: 
the whiskers are ful1, long and black: the teeth, 
and indeed the whole contour, resemble those of 
the squirrel; each foot has five toes; the two inner 
ones of the fore feet are remarkably short, and are 
equipped with blunt nails: the rentaining toes all 

the front feet are long', black, slightly curved, and 
sharply pointed: the hair of the tail is thickly in
!erted on the sides only, which gives it a flat ap
pearance, and a long oval form: the tips of the 
bair forming the outer edges of the tail are white. 
the other extremity of a fox red: the ulld'-r part 
of the tail resembles an iron g!ey; the upper is of 
a reddish brown: the lower part of the jaws, the 
.nder part of the neck, legs and feetl from the 

(" 
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body and belly downwards, are of a light brick 
red: the nose and eyes are of a darker shade, of 
the same coJour: the upper part of the head, 
neck and body, are of a curious brown grey, 
with a slight tinge of brick red: the longer hairs 
of these parts are of a reddish white colour, at 
their extremities, and falling together, give this 
animal a speckled appearance. These animals form 
in large companies, like those on the Missouri, oc
cupying with their burrows sometimes two hundred 
acres of land: the burrows are separate, and each 
possesses, perhaps, ten or twelve of these inhabi
tants. There is a little mound in fr~nt of the hole, 
formed of the earth thrown out of the burrow, and 
frequently there are three or four distinct holes, 
forming one burrow, with these entrances around 
the base of these little mounds. These mounds, 
sometimes about two feet in height and four in di
ameter, are occupied as watch-towers by the inha
bitants of these little communities. The squirrels, 
one or more, are irregularly distributed on the tract 
they thus occupy, at the distance of ten, twenty, 
or sometimes from thirty to forty yards. When any 
one approaches, they make a shrill whistling sound, 
somewhat resembling tweet, tweet, tweet, the sig
nal for their party to take the alarm, and to retire 
into their intrenchments. They feed on the roots of 
grass, &c. 

The small brown squirrel is a beautiful little ani
mal, about the size and form of the red squirrel of 
the eastern Atlantio states and western lakes. The 
t~il is as long as the body and neck, and formed 
hke that of the red squirrel: the eyes are black, 
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the whiskers are long and black. but not abundant: 
the back, sides, head, neck. and outer part of the 
legs, are of a reddish brown: the throat, breast, 
belly, and inner part of the legs, are of a pale red: 
the tail is a mixture of black and fox-coloured red, 
in which the black predominates in the middle, 
amI the other on the edges and extremity: the hair 
of the body is about half an inch long. and so fine 
and soft. that it has the appearance of fir: the hair 
of the tail is coarser. and double in length. Thi! 
animal subsists chiefly on the seeds of various spe
cies of pine, and is al ways found in the pine country. 

The ground squirrel is found in every part of this 
country, as well in the prairies as ill the woodlands, 
and is one of the few animals which we have seen 
in every part of our journey. and differs in no re
spect from those of the United States. 

There is still another species, denominated by 
captail1 Lewis, the barking squirrel, found in the 
plains of the Missouri. This animal commonly 
weighs three pounds: the colour is a uniform ~right 
brick red and grey, and the former predominates: 
the under side of the neck and belly are lighter 
than the other parts of the body; the legs are short. 
and the breast and shoulders wide: the head is 
stout and muscular. and terminates more bluntly. 
wider and flatter, than that of the common squir
reI: the ears are short, and have the appearance of 
amputation: the jaw is furnished with a pouch to 
contain his food. but not so large as that of the 
common squirrel: the nose i! armed with whiskers 
on each side. and a few long hairs are inserted on 
~ch jaw, and directly over the eyes: the eye is 
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small and black: each foot has five toes. and the 
two outer ones are much shorter than those in the 
centre. The two inner toes of the fore-feet are long; 
sharp, and well adapted to digging and scratching. 
From the extremity of the nose to the end of the 
tail. this animal measures one foot and five inohes, 
of which the tail occupies four inches. Notwith
!!tanding the clumsiness of his form, he is remark-
ably active. and he burrows in the ground with 
great rapidity. These animals burrow and reside 
nn their little subterraneolls villages like the bu .... 
rowing squirrel. To these apartments, although six 
or eight usually associate together, there is but one 
entrance, They are of great depth, and eaptain 
Lewis once pursued one to the depth of teit feet, 
and did not r~ach the end of the burrow. They 
occupy, in this manner, several hundred acres oi 
ground. and, when at res~, their position is generally 
erect on their hinder feei and rump; they sit with 
much confidence, and bark at the intruder as he 
approaches with a fretful and halmies! intrepidity. 
The note resembles that of the little toy--dog: the 
yelps are in quick and angry succe!lSion, attended 
by rapid and convulsiTe motions. 88 {f they were 
determined to sally forth in defence of their free
hold. They feed on the gral!lli of their Tillage; the 
limits of which they never venture to exceed. A. 
soon as the frost commence., they shut themselves 
up in their caverns, an.d continue until the spring 
opens. The flesh of this animal is not unpleasant. 

17. Sewellel is a name given by the natives to a 
small animal found in the timbered country on this 
~Oa.it I t ~ more abundant in the neighbourhood of 
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the great falls and rapids of the Columbia than on 
the coast which we inhabit. 

The natives make great use of the skins of this 
animal in forming their robes. which they dress 
with the fur on. and attach them together with 
sinews of the elk or deer: the skin, when dressed, 
is from fourteen to eighteen inches long, and from 
seven to nine in width: the tail is always separated 
from the skin by the natives whe~ making their 
robes. This animal mounts a tree. and burrows ill 
the ground precisely like a squirrel: the ears are 
short, thin and pointed, and covered with a fine 
short hair of a uniform reddish brown: the bottom 
or the base of the long hairs, which exceed the fur 
but little in length. as well as the fur itself, are of 
a dark colour next to the skin for two-thirds of the 
length of this animal: the fur and hair are very 
fine, short, thickly set, and silky: the ends of the 
(ur and tip of the hair are of a reddish brown, and 
that colour predominates in the usual appearance 
of the animal. Captain Lewis offered considerable 
rewards to the Indians, but was never able to pro
cure one of these animals alive. 

18. The braro, so called from the French enga
gees, appears to be an animal of the civet species. 
and much resembles the common badger. These 
animals inhabit the open plains of the Columbia, 
sometimes those of the Missouri, and are sometimes 
found in the woods: they burrow in hard grounds 
with surprising ease and dexterity, and will cover 
themselves in a very few moments: they have five 
long fixed nails on each foot; those on the fore-feet 
~re much the longest, and one of those on each 
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11ind-foot is double, like that of the beaver: they 
weigh from fourteen to eighteen poundll; the body 
is long in proportion to its thickness: the fore-legs 
are remarkably large, muscular, and are formed 
like those of the turnspit dog, and, as well as the 
hind-legs are short: these animals are broad across 
the shoulders and breast: the neck is short, the 
mouth wide, and furnished with sharp straight teeth 
both above and below, with four sharp straight 
pointed tusks, two in the upper and two in the 
lower jaw: the eyes are black and small: whiskers 
are placed in four points on each side near the nosl', 
and on the jaws near the opening of the mouth: the 
ears are short, wide and oppressed, as if a part had 
been amputated: the tail is four inches in length, 
the hair of which is longest at the point of the junc
tion with the body, and growing shorter until it 
ends in an acute point: the hairs of the body are 
much shorter on the sides and rump than those on 
any other part, which gives the body an apparent 
flatness, particularly when the animal rests upon 
his belly: the hair is upwards of three inches in 
length, especially on the rump, where it extends so 
far towards tb.e point of the tail, that it con~eals 
the shape of that part, and gives to the whole of the 
hinder parts of the body the appearan~e of a right
angled triangle, of which the point of the tail forms 
an acute angle: the small quantity of coarse fur 
intermixed with the hair i3 of a reddish pale yellow. 

19. The rat which inhabits the Rocky mountains, 
like those on the borders of the Missouri, in the 
neighbourhood of the mountains, have the distin
guishing traits of pOs$essing a tail covered with haif 
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ltke the oHler parts of the body. These animals are 
probably of the same species with those of the At
lantic states, which have not this characteristic dis
tinction: the ordinary house rat we found 011 the 
banks of the Missouri, as far up as the woody 
country extends; and the rat, such as has been 
described, captain Lewis found ill the state of 
Georgia, and also in Madison's cave ill Virginia. 

20. The mouse which inhabits this country are 
precisely the same with those which inhabit the 
United States. 

21. The mole. This animal differs in no respect 
trom the species so common in the United States. 

22. The panther is found indifferently either ill 
the great plains of the Columbia, the western side 
of the. Roeky mountains, or on the coast of the 
Pacific. He is the same animal so well known on 
the Atlantic coast, and most commonly found on 
the frontiers or unsettled parts of our country. He 
is very seldom fou.nd, and when found so wary, that 
it is difficult to reach him with a musket. 

23. The hare on this side of the Rocky mountains 
inhabits the great plains of the Columbia; on the 
fa~tward of those n;lOuntains illey illhahit the plaiils 
of the Missouri. They weigh from seven to eleven 
pounds. The eye is large and prominent, the pupil 
of a deep sea-green, occupying one,..third of the 
diamet~r of the eye; the iris is of a bright yellowiEll 
and silver colour: the ears are placed far back. and 
"ery near each other, which the animal can, with 
surprising ease and quicknf'ss, dilate and throw for
ward, or contract and hold upon his back at plea:-

V9~. n. 2 F 
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sure: the head, neck, back, sllOulders, thighs, and 
outer part of the legs and thighs are of a lead 
colour: the sides, as they approach the belly, be
come gradually more white: the belly, breast, and 
inner part of the legs and thighs are white, with a 
light shade of lead colour: the tail is round and. 
bluntly pointed, covered with white, soft, fine fur, 
not quite so long as on the other parts of the body: 
the body is covered with a deep, fine, soft, close 
fur. The colours here descrihed are those which the 
animal assumes from the middle of April to the 
middle of November; the rest of the year he is of a 
pure white, except the black and reddish brown of 
the ears, which never change. A few reddish 
brown ~pots are sometimes intermixed with the 
white at this season (February 26, J 806) on their 
heads and the upper part of their necks and shoul
ders: the body of the animal is smaller and longer 
in proportion to its height than the rabbit: whell 
he runs he conveys his tail straight behind, in the 
direction of his body: he appears to run and bound 
with surprising agility and ease; he is extremely 
fleet, and never burrows or tal{es shelter in the 
ground when pursued. His teeth are like those of 
the rabbit, as is also his upper lip, which is divided 
as high as the nose. His food is grass, herbs, and in 
winter he feeds much on the bark of several aro
matic herbs, growing on the plains. Captain Lewis 
measured the leaps of this animal, aud found them 
commonly from eighteen to twenty-one feet: they 
are generally found separate, and are never seen to 
associate in greater numbers than two or three. 

24. The rabbit is the same with those of QUI' OWIl 
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country, and are foun(1 indifferently either on the 
prairies or the woodlands, and are not very abull
dant. 

25. The polecat is also found ill every part of 
this country: they are very abundant on some parts 
of the Columbia, particularly in the neighbourhood 
of the great falls and narrows of that river, where 
they live in the cliffs along the river, and feed 011 

the offal of the Indian fishing stores. They are of 
the same species as those found in the other parts 
of North America. 

The birds which we ha ve seen between the Rocky 
mountains and the Pacific, may be divided into 
two classes, the terrestrial and the aquatic. In the 
former class are to be arranged, 

1. The grouse or prairie-hen. This is peculiarly 
the inhabitant of the great plains of the Columbia, 
and does not differ from those of the upper portion 
of the Missouri. The tail is pointed, the feathers in 
the center, and much longer than those on the sides. 
This species differs essentially, in the formation of 
the plumage, from those of the Illinois, which have 
their tales composed of feathers of an equal length. 
In the winter season, this bird is booted to the first 
joint of the toes; the toes are curiously bordered 
on their lower edges with narrow hard scales, which 
are placed very close to each other, and extend 
horizontally about one-eighth of an inch on each 
side of the toes, adding much to the broadness of 
the feet; a security, which bounteous nature has 
furnished them for passing over the snows with 
more ease, and what is very remarkable, in the 
summer season these scales drop from the feet. This 
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hird has four toes on each foot, the colour is a mix
ture of dark brown, reddish and yellawish brown, 
with white confusedly mixed. III this assemblage 
of colours, the reddish brown prevails mest on the 
upper parts of the body, wings, and tail, and the 
white underneath the belly, and the lower parts of 
the breast and tail. These birds associate in large 
flocks in autumn ami winter,. and even in summer 
are seen in companies of five or six. They feed 01} 

grass, insects, leaves of various shrubs in the plains, 
and on the seeds of several speeies of speth an{l 
wild rye, which grow in ticlIer soils. In winter 
their food consists of the buds of the willow and 
cotton-wood, and native berries. 

2. The cock of the plains is found in great abun
dance, from the entrance of the south-east fork of 
the Columbia to that of Clarke's river. It is about 
two and three quarter inches the size of our ordi
nary turkey: the beak is large, short, covered and 
convex, the upper exceeding the lower chop: the 
nostrils are large, and the back black; the colour 
is an uniform mixture of a clark brown, resembling 
the dove, and a reddish and yellowish bro\vn, with 
some small blaek specks. In this mixture the dar·k 
brown prevails, and has a slight cast of the d&ve
colour: the wider side of the large feathers of the 
wings are of a dark brown on:l:y~ The tail is com
posed of nineteen feathers, and that illBerted in the 
centre is the longest. the remaining nine on each 
side gradually diminish. The tail, when folded, 
c.omes to a very sharp point, and appears propor
tIOnably long, when compared with the otller parts 
i)f the body. III the act of flying, the tail res em-
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hIes that of the wild pigeon, although the motion 
of the wings is much like that of the pheasant and 
grouse. This bird has four toes on each foet, of 
which the hindmost is the shortest, and the leg is 
covered with feathers about half the distance bc~ 
tween the knee and foot. When the wing is ex
panded there are wide openings between its fea~ 
thers, the plumage being tao narrow to fill up the 
vacancy: the wings are short, in comparison with 
those of the grouse or pheasant. The habits of this 
bird resemble those of the grouse, excepting that 
his food is that of the leaf and buds af the pulpy
leafed thorn. Captain Lewis did not remember to 
have seen this bird but in the neighbourhood of that 
shrub, which they sometimes feed on, the prickly 
pear. The gizzanl is large, and much less com
presse(l and muscular than in most fowls, and per
fectly resembles a maw. When this bird flies, he 
utters a cackling sound, not unlike that of the 
dunghill fowl. The flesh of the cock of the plains 
is darli., and only tolerable in point of flavour, and 
is not so palateable either as that of the pheasant 
or grouse. Tire feathers about the head are pointed 
and stiff and short, fine and stiff ~bout the ears; at 
the base of the beak several hairs are to be seen. 
This bird is invariably faund ill the plaids. 

3. The pheasant, of which we distinguish the 
large black and white pheasant, the small speckled 
pheasant, th-e small brown pheasant: 

1. The large black and white pheasant differs 
but little from tllose of the United States; the brown 
is rather brigllter, 8mi has a more reddish tint. This 
hird lias eighteen feathers in the tai1, of about si~ 
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inches in length. He is also boote(l to the toes: the 
two tufts oflong black feathers on each side of the 
neck, so common in the male of this species inha
biting the United States, are no less observable in 
this pheasant: the feathers on the body are of a 
dark brown, tipped with white and black, in which 
mixture the black predominates; the white are ir
regularly intermixed with those of the black and 
dark brown in every part, but in greater propor
tion about the neck, breast and belly: this mix
ture makes this bird resemble much that kind of 
dunghill fowl, which the housewives of our country 
calt Domminicker. On the breast of some of these 
species the white predominates: the tufts on the 
neck leave a space about two and a half inches 
long, and one inch in width, where 110 feathers 
grow, though concealed by the plumage connecte(l 
with the higher and under parts of the neck; this 
space enables them to contract or dilate the feathers 
'On the neck with more ease: the eye is dark, the 
l)eak is black, curved, somewhat pointed, and the 
upper exceeds the under chop: a narrow vermillion 
stripe TUns above each eye, not protuberant but 
uneven, with a number of minute rounded dots. 
The bird feeds on wild fruits, particularly the berry 
of the sacacomruis, and exclusively resides in that 
portion of the Rocky mountains watered by the 
Columbia. 

2. The small speckled pheasant resides in the 
same country with the foregoing, and differs only 
in Eize and colour. He is half the size of the black 
and white pheasant, associates in much larger 
flocks, ancI is very gentle: the black is more pre-
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dominant, and the dark brown feathers less frequent 
in this than in the larger species: the mixture of 
white is more general on every part. This bird is 
smaller than our pheasant, and the body more 
round: the flesh of both this species is dark, and 
with our means of cooking, not well flavoured. 

3. The small brown pheasant is an inhabitant of 
the same country, and is of the same size and shape 
of the speckled pheasant, which he likewise resem
bles in his habits. The stripe above the eye, in this 
species, is scarcely perceptible; and is, when closely 
examined, of a yellow or orange colour, instead of 
the vermillion of the other species: the colour is a 
uniform mixture of dark yellowish brown, with a 
slight aspersion of browni~h white on the breast, 
bell y, and feathers underneath the tail: the whole 
appearance has much the resemblance of the com
mon quail: this bird is also booted to the toes: the 
flesh of this is preferahle to the other two. 

4. The buzzard is, we believe, the largest bird 
of North America. One, which was taken by our 
lmuters, was not in good condition, and yet the 
weight was twenty-five pounds. Between the ex
tremity of the wings the bird measured nine feet 
and two inches: from the extremity of the beak to 
the toe, three feet nine amI a half inches; from the 
hip to the toe, two feet; the circumference of the 
]lead was nine and three-quarter inches: that of 
the neck seven and a half inches; that of the body 
inclusive of two feet three inches: the diameter of 
the eye is four amI a half tenths of an inch; the 
iris is of a pale scarlet red, and the pupil of a deep 
s~a-green: the head and part of the neck are un-
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covered by feathers: the tail is composed of twelve 
feathers of equal length, each of the length of four
teeu inches: the legs are uncovered,and not en
tirely smooth: the toes are four in number, three 
forward, and that in the centre much the largest; 
the fourth is short, inserted near the iuner of the 
three other toes, and rather projecting forward: the 
thigh is covered with feathers as low as the knee: 
the top or upper part of the toes are imbricated 
with broad scales, lying transversely: the nails are 
black, short, and bluntly pointed: the under side 
of the wing is covered with white down and fea
thers: a white stripe, of about two ~Jlches in width, 
marks the outer part of the wing, embracing the 
lower points of the plumage, covering ~he j~ints of 
the wing: the remainder is of a deep black: the 
skin of the beak and head t~ the joiJling pf the 
neck, is of a pale orange colour; the other part, 
destitute of plumage, is of a light flesh colour. It is 
not known that this bird preys upon living animals: 
we have seen him feeding on the remains of the 
whale, and other fish, thrown upon the coast by 
the violence of the waves. This bird was not seell 
by any of the part!, until we had descended Co
lumbia river, below the great falls; and he is be ... 
lievell to be of the vulture genus, although the bird 
lacks sOlne of the characteristics, particularly tbe 
hair on the neck, and the plumage 011 the legs. 

5. The robin is an inhabitant of the Rocky moun
tains; the beak is smooth, black amI convex; the 
upper chop exceeds the other in leulTth and a few '" , 
small black hairs garnish the sides of its base: the 
eye is of a uniform deep sea~greea Golonr: the legs,. 
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feet and talons are white, of which the front one is 
of the same length of the leg, including the talon; 
these are slightly imbricated, curved, and sharply 
Fointed: the crown, from the beak back to the 
neck, embracing more than half the circumference 
of the neck, the back amI tail, are all of a bluish 
dark brown: the two outer feathers of the tail are 
dashed with white near their tips, imperceptible 
when the tail is folded: a fine black forms the 
ground of their wings; two stripes of the same 
colour pass on either side of the head, from the base 
of the beak to the junction, and embrace the eye 
to its upper edge: a third stripe of the same colour 
passes from the sides cf the neck to the tips of the 
wings, across the eroop, in the form of a gorget: 
the throat, neck, hreast, and belly are of a fine· 
bTick red, tinged with yellow; a narrow stripe of 
this colour commences j nst above the centre of each 
eye, and extellds backwards to the neck till it comes 
in contact with the black stripe before mentioned, 
to which it seems to answer as a border: the feathers 
forming. the first and second ranges of the coverts 
ef tm,e tWOi joints of the wing next to the body are 
"be3!utifutly tippe(l with this brick red, as is also 
each large feather of Hie wing, on the short side of 
its plumage. This beautiful little bird feeds on l1l'r
lies. The robin is all inhabitant exclusively of the 
woody country; we have never heard its note, which 
the coldness of the season may perhaps aCC(lUnt for. 

6. The crow and raven is exactly the same ill 
appearance and note as that q,n the Atlantic, except 
that they are much smaller 011 the Columbia~ 

VOL. IT. ;3 G 
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7. The hawks too of this coast do not differ from 
those of the U llited States. We here see the large 
brown hawk, the small or sparrow-hawk, and one 
of an intermediate size, called in the United States 
the hen-hawk, which has a long tail and blue wings, 
and is extremely fierce and rapid in its flight. The 
hawks, crows, and ravens are common to every 
part of this country, their nests being scattered in 
the high cliffs, along the whole course of the Q,

lumbia and its south-eastern branches. 
8. The large blackbird is the same with those of 

our country, and are found every where ill this 
country. 

9. The large hooting owl we saw only on the 
Kooslwoskee, under the Rocky mountains. It is 
the same in form and size with the owl of the United 
States, though its colours, particularly the reddish 
brown, seem deeper and brighter. 

10. The turtle-dove and the robin (except the 
Columbian robin already described) are the same as 
those of the United States, and are found in the 
plains as well as in the common broken country. 

11. The magpie is most commonly found in the 
open country, and resembles those of the Missouri, 
already described. 

12. The large woodpecker or laycock, the lark 
woodpecker, and the common small white wood
pecker, with a recl head, are the inhabitants ex
clusively of the timbered lands, and differ in no 
respect from birds of the same species in the United 
States. 

13. The lark, which is found in the plains only, 
and is not unlike what is called in Virginia the old-
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field lark, is the same with those already desci ibed 
as seen on the Missouri. 

14. The fly-catcher is of two species: 
The first is of a small body, of a reddish brown 

colour, the tail and neck short, and the beak 
pointed; some fine black specks are intermingletl 
with the reddish brown. This is of the same species 
with that which remains all the winter in Virginia, 
where .it is sometimes called the wren. 

The second species has recently returned, and 
emigrates during the winter. The colours of this 
bird are a yellowish brown on the back, head. 
neck, wing and tail; the breast and belly are of a 
yellowish white; the tail is in the same proportion 
as that of the wren, but the bird itself is of a size 
smaller than the wren: the beak is straight, pointed, 
convex, rather large at the base, and the chops are 
of equal length. The first species is smalle r, and in 
fact the smallest bird which captain Lewis had 
ever seen, excepting the humming-bird. Both of 
this species are found exclusively in the woody 
country. 

15. Corvus. The blue-crested and the small white
breasted corvus are both natives of the piny country, 
and are invariably found as well on the Rocky 
mountains as on this coast. They have already 
been described. 

16. The snipe, &c. The common snipe of the 
marshes, and the common sand-snipe are of the 
same species as those so well known in the United 
States. They are by no means found in such 
abundance here as they are on the coast of the 
4.tla1lti\!. 
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18. The leather-wingen bat, so familiar to the na
tives of the United State@, likewise inhabits thiBside 
of the Rocky mountains. 

18. The white woodpecker likewise freqllents 
these regions, and reminds our p-arty of their Dative 
country by his approaches. The head of this bird is 
of a deep red colour, like that of the United Statfs. 
We have conjectured that he has lately returned, 
as he does not abide in this coun-try during the 
winter. 

19. The Mack woodpec'ker is found in most parts 
of the Rocky mountains, as well as in the western 
and southwestern mountains. He is about the size 
of the lark woodpecker or turtle dove, althcug'h his 
wings are longer than the wing-sof either of those 
birds: the beak is one inch in length, black, curved 
at the base, and sharply pointed: the chops are the 
same in length: around the base of the beak, in
cluding the eye and a small part of the throat, there 
is a fine crimson red: the neck, as low (lown as the 
croop in front, is of an iron grey: the belly and 
hreast present a curious mixture of white and blood
red, which has much the appearance of paint, where 
the red predominates: the top of the head, back, 
sides, and upper surface of the wings anti tail, ex
hibit the appearance of a glossy green, ina certmn 
exposure to the light: the under side of the wi'ngs 
and tail is of a sooty black: the tail is equipped 
with ten feathers, sharply pointed, and those in the 
centre the longest, being about two and a half 
inches in length: the tongue is barbed and point
ed, and of an elastic and cartilaginous substance: 
the eye is rather large, the pupil black~ and the 
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iris of a dark and yellowish brown: the bird. in its 
actions when flying. resembles the small red-head
ed woodpeeker common to the United States. and 
likewise ill its notes: the pointed tail renders essen .... 
tial service. when the hird is sitting and retaining 
his resting position against the perpendicular sides 
of a tree; the legs and feet are black. and covered 
with wide imbricated scales: be has four toes 011 

each foot. two in the rear and two in front, the 
nails of which are much curved, pointed. and re
markably sharp. He feeds on bugs and a variety of 
insects. 

20. The calumet eagle sometimes inhabits this 
side of the Rocky mountains. This information 
captain Lewis derived from the natives. in whose 
possession he had seen their plumage. These are of 
the species with those of the Missouri. and are the 
most beautiful of all the family of eagles in Ame
rica. The colours are black and white, beautifully 
variegated. The tail feathers, so highly prized by 
the natives, are composed of twelve broad feathers 
of unequal length, w hieh are white, except within 
two inches of their extremities, where they imme
diately change to a jetty black: the wings have 
each a large circular white spot in the middle, whiGh 
is only visible when they are extended: the body 
is variously marked with black and white: in form 
they resemble the bald eagle, but they are rather 
smaller, and fly with much more rapidity. This 
bird is feared by hi$ carnivorous competitors, who. 
on his approach, leave the carcase instantly, 011 

which they had been feeding. The female breeds 
In the most inaccessible parts of the mountains. 
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where she makes her summer residence, and des
cemls to the plains only in the fall and winter sea
sons. The natives are at this season on the watch, 
and so highly is this plumage prized by the 1\1al1-
dans, the Minnetarees, and the Ricaras, that the 
tail feathers of two of these eagles will be pur
chased by the exchange of a good horse or gun, 
and such accoutrements. Amongst the great and 
little Osages, and those nations inhabiting the 
countries where the bird is more rarely seen, the 
price is even douhle of that ahove mentioned. With 
these feathers the natives decorate the stems of their 
sacred pipes or calumets, from whence the name of 
the calumet eagle is derived. The Ricaras have 
domesticated this bird in many instances, for the 
purpose of obtaining its plumage. The natives, on 
every part of the continent, who can procure the 
feathers, attach them to their own hair, and the 
manes and tails of their favourite horses, by way of 
ornament. They also decorate their war caps or 
bonnets with these feathers. 

As to the aquatic hirds of this country, we have 
to repeat the remark, that, as we remained near the 
coast during the winter only, many hirds, common 
both in the summer and autumn, might have re
tired from the cold, and been lost to our observa
tion. We saw, however, 

The large blue, and brown herron; the fishing
hawk; the blue-crested fisher; several species of 
gulls; the cormorant; two species of loons; brant 
of two liinds; geese; swan; Q.ud several species of 
ducks. 

1. The large blue and brown herrons~ or cral1es~ 
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as they are usually termed in the United StateS', 
are found on the Columbia below tide-water. They 
differ in no respect from the same species of bird iu 
the United States. The same may be obseryed. of 

2. The fishing-hawk, with the crown of the head 
white, and the back of a mealy white, and 

3. Of the blue-crested or king-fisher, both of 
which are found every where on the Columbia al1(l 
its tributary waters; though the fishing-hawk is 
not abundant, particularly in the mountains. 

4. Of gulls we have remarked four ~pecies on 
the coast and the river, all common to the United 
States. 

5. The cormorant is, properly speaking, a large 
black duck that feeds on fish. Captain Lewis could 
perceive no difference between this bird and those 
ducks which inhabit the Potomack and other rivers 
on the Atlantic coast. He never remembered to 
have seen those inhabiting the Atlantic States so 
high up the river as they have been found in this 
quarter. W e fir~t discovered the cbrvus on the 
Kooskooskee, at the entrance of Chopunnish river: 
they increased in numbers as we descended, and 
formed much the greatest portion of the water-fowl 
which we saw nntil we reached 'he Columbia at 
the entrance of the tides. They abound even here, 
but bear no proportion to the number of other 
water-fowl seen at this place. 

6. The loon: there are two species of loons: the 
speckled loon, found on every part of the rivers of 
this country. They are of the same size, colour and 
form, with those of the Atlantic coast. 

The second species we found at the fall~ qf 
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Columbia. aml from thence downwards to the ocean. 
This bird is not more than half the size of the spee
kled loon; the neck is. in front~ long. slender and 
white: the plumage on the body and back of the 
head and neck are of a dun or ash colour: ihe 
breast and belly are white, the beak like that of 
the speckled loon; and, like them. it cannot fly. 
but flutters along on the surface of the water. or 
dives fol' security wheR pursued. 

7. The brant are of three kinds; the white, the 
brown, and the pied. The white brant are very 
common on the shores of the Pacific. particularly 
below the water, where they remain in vast num
bers during the winter: they feed like the swan
geese, on the grass, roots and seeds which grow ina 
the marshes: this bird is about the size of the browll 
braut, or a third less than the common Canadian 
wild goose: the head is rather larger, the beak 
thicker than that of the wild goose, shorter, and of 
lUuch the same form., being of a yellowish white 
col~ur, except the edges of the chops. which are 
freqRellttly of a dark brown: the legs and feet ara 
of the same form of the goose, and are of a pale 
flesh colour; the tail is composed of sixteen feather9i 
of equal length as those of the geese and brown 
brant are, and bears about the same proportion iu. 
point of length: the eye is of a dark colour, and 
nothing remarkable in size: the wings are larger" 
wh~n compared with those of the geese, but not so 
much so as in the brown brant: the colour of the. 
plumage is a pure uniform white, except. the large 
feathers at the extremity of the wings, which are 
black: the large feathers at the first joint of the 
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"'ing next to the body are white: the note of this 
bird differs essentially from that of the goose; it 
more resembles that of the brown brant, but is 
somewhat different; it is like the note of a young 
domestic goose, that has not perfectly attained its 
full sound: the flesh of this bird is exceedingly 
fine, preferable to either the goose or brown brant~ 

2. The brown brant ate much of the same colour, 
form and size as the white, only that their wings 
are considerably longer and more pointed; the plu
mage of the upper part of the body, neck, head and 
tail, are much the colour of the Canadian goose, 
but somewhat darker, in consequence of some dark 
feathers irregularly scattered throughout: they 
have not the same white on the neck and sides of 
the head as the goose, nor is the neck darker than 
the body: like the goose, they have some white 
feathers on the rump at the joining of the tail: the 
beak is dark, and the legs and feet also dark with 
a greenish cast; the breast and belly are of a lighter 
colour than the back, and are also irregularly in
termixed with dark brown and black feathers, which 
give it a pied appearance: the flesh is darker and 
better than that of the goose: the habits of these 
birds resemble those of the goose, with this diffe
rence, that they do not remain in this climate in 
such numbers during the winter as the oJhers, and 
that they set out earlier in the fall season on their 
return to 'the ~outh, amI arrive later in the spring 
than the goose. There is no difference between this 
binI and that called simply the brant, so common 
on the lakes, on the Ohio and Mississippi. Thlil 
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~man goose of this countryiis r~ther less than tb& 
brant; its lteall and Ilet!k like the brant. 

3. The pied brant weigh about eight anti a half 
pounds, differing from the ordinary pied brant in 
their wing's, which are neither so long llGr 80 point .. 
'e(l; the base of the beak is for a little distance 
white, suddenly succeeded by a narrow line of dark 
brown: the remainder of the neck, head, back, 
wings and tail, an eKcept the tips of the feathers, 
are of a bluish brown, like the commoo wild goese: 
the breast and belly are white, with anirt~g'Hftr 
mixture of black feathers, whieh give ~hose parts a. 
pied appearailCe. 'From the legs baek underneath 
the tail, and around its juuction wi·th the above, 
the feathers are white: the tail is compos'ell of 
eighteen feathers, the 16ngest in the centre, and 
measures six inches with the barrel of the quill: 
those on the sides of the tail are something shoneF, 
and bend with the e-xtremities inwards tGthe centre 
of the tail: the e-xtremities of these feathers at'e 
white: the beak is of a light flesh celoUT: the legs 
and feet, which-an not differ in structure frem thoSe 
of the goose or brant of the other species, are efan 
orange colour: the eye is small, the iris 0f a da;k 
yellowish brown, and pupil blaek : the note is muth 
like that of the cammon pied btant, from whiGb, 
in fact, they are· not to be distinguished at a 
distance, although they certainly are 'Of a distinet 
~pecies: the flesh is equally palatable with that 
of the comm(})} pied brant. They do not remain 
here during the winter in such· numbers as t-he 
bird above mentioned. This bird is here deno
minated the pied brant, on account of the near 
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re$8mJilaR'6e, and for wa'fti of another: appeUation. 
8. 'lire' geese are either the large or BUlall kind: 

tha lapg'6 goose resembles onr ordinary wild or Ca
nadian goose; the small is rather les1l than the brant. 
which it- resembles in the head ana. neck, where it 
is' larger ill proportion than that of the goose: the 
beak is thicker and shorter; the note like that of a 
tame goose. I'll all other points it resembles the 
large goose, with whieh it a'ssoci~tes'so frequently, 
that it was some time before it wa& discO'vered- to' 
be of a distinct species. 

9-. The swan are of two kinds, the large aoft the 
smaH: the large swan is the same common to the 
At16ntic states:' the small differs only ff(~m the large 
in sifle aud in note: it is about one-fourth less, and 
hs· Bote is entirely different. It cannot be justly 
imitated by the sound of letters; it begins with- a 
kind! of whistling sonnd, and terminates in a rouml 
full no~e, louder at the end: this note is as loud as 
that of the large species, whence it might bedeno
minaied,the whistling-swan. Its habits, colour and, 
cantonr, a.ppears to be precisely those of the larger 
species. These birds were first found: below the 
great narrows- of the Columbia, near the Chilluc
kittequaw nation: they are very ahundant in this 
neighbourhood, and remained with the party all 
winter; in number they exceed those of the larger 
species-in the proportion of five to, one. 

lO. Of d'ucks we enumerate many kinds: the 
[lac'kiumaUard, the? canvas&-back duck, the red
headed fishing' dtwk, the bla.ek and white duck, 
the little brown duck, black dll~k:. two species of 
wvers. and blue-winged teal. 
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1. The duckinmallard, or common large duck, 
resembles the domestic duck, are very abundant, 
and found in every part of the river below the 
mountains: they remain here all winter, but during 
this season do not continue much above tide-water. 

2. The canvass-back duck is a most beautiful 
fowl, and very delicious to the palate: it is found 
in considerable numbers in this neighbourhoml. It 
is of the same species with those of the Delaware, 
Susquehannah and Potomack, where it is called the 
canvass-back duck; and in James' river it is known 
by the name of the shelled drake. From this last 
mentioned liver it is said, however, that .they have 
almost totally dis:lppeared. To the epicure of those 
parts of the United States, where this game is in 
plenty, nothing need be said in praise of its exqui
site flavour, and those on the banks of the Colum~ 
bia are equally delicious. We saw nothing of them 
until after we had reached the marshy islands. 

3. The red-headed fishing-duck is common to 
every part of the river, and was likewise found ill 
the Rocky mountains, and was the only duck dis
covered in the waters of the Columbia within those 
mountains. They feed chiefly on craw-fish, and are 
the same, in every respect, as those on the rivers 
and the mountains bordering on the Atlantic ocean. 

4. The black and white duck is small, and a size 
larger than the teal. The male is beautifully vari~ 
{'gated with black and white: the white occupies 
the side of the head, breast and back, the tail, fea
thers of the wings, and two tufts of feathers which 
cover the upper parts of the wings, when folded, 
find likewise the neck and head' the female ia ., ' 
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larger. This is believed to be the same species of 
duck common to the Atlantic, coast, and called the 
butter-box; the beak is wide and short, and, as well 
as the legs, of a dark colour, and the flesh extremely 
well flavoured. In form it resembles the duckill
mallard, although not more than half the size of 
that bird. It generally resorts to the grassy marshes, 
and feeds on grass seeds, as well as roots. 

5. The black duck is about the size of the blue
winged teal; the colour of a dusky black; the 
breast and belly somewhat lighter, and of a dusky 
brown: the legs stand longitudinally with the botly, 
and the ,bird, when on shore, stands very erect: the 
legs and feet are of a dark brown: it has four toes 
on each foot, and a short one at the heel: the long 
toes are in front, unconnected with the web: the 
webs are attached to each side of the several joints 
of the toe, and divided by several sinews at each 
joint, the web assuming in the intermediate part 
an elliptical form: the beak is about two inches 
long, straight, fluted on the sides, and tapering to 
a sharp point: the upper chop is the longest, and 
bears on its base, at its junction with the head, a 
little conic protuberance of a cartilaginous sub
stance, being of a reddish brown at the point: the 
beak is of an ivory colour; the eye dark. These 
ducks usually associate in large flocks, are very 
noisy, and have a sharp shrill whistle: they are fat, 
agreeably flavoured, and feed principally on moss 
and aquatic vegetables. Captain Lewis has noticed 
them on many parts of the rivers Ohio and Missis
~ippi. 

tot The divers are the same with those of the 



, . 
Lr~WIS AND CLARKE s. ]iJl',PEDITI6!'i 

United States. The smaller speciesha:f& some wlN.Wt 
feathers about the rump, with no pereep.ih~ tail~ 
and are·v·ery aeut€ and q:uiek in their mO~i.QI1: the 
body is of a reddish bro'wn, the beak sharp, uti 
somewhat curved, like that of the pheasaHt: the 
toes are Rot connected, but webbed, like those of 
the black duck. The lal'ger species are aoout 1!fte 
size of the teal, and can fly a short dista.nce, which 
the smaller but seldom attempt: they have a shert 
tail; their colour is also a uniform brick reddiJlt 
brown: the beak is straight and pointed: the feet 
are of the same form with the otber species ~ the 
legs remarkably thin and fiat, one edge being ill 
front. 1he food of beth species is nsh and flesh: 
their flesh is unfit for use. 

7. The Wue-winged teal is au excellent duck. 
and ill all respects the same as those of the Hnited· 
States. One of our hunters killed a duck,. which 
appeared to be a male. It was of a si2le 1('88 than 
the tlucl~illmaUal'd'l the heall, the neck as low as the 
croup, the back, tail, and covert of the wings were 
all of a deep nne black, with a slight mixture of 
purple about the head and neck: th~ belly and 
breast are white: some long feathe~s which lie 
underneath the wings and cover the thighs were of 
a pale dove colour, with fine black speoks.: the 
large feathers of the wings are of a dove oolour: 
the legs are dark: the feet are composed of foul' 
toes, of which three in front are connecteil by a 
web; the fourth is short and flat, and placed high 
on the heel behind the leg: the tail is composed of 
fourteen short pointed feathers; the beak of this 
duck is remarkably widfil. and two inches in length: 
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th-e'tJppet chop e'lCceed,s the under ~ue both illiengt.ll 
and width so much, that when the beak is closed 
"the umler chop is entirely concealed. by the upper: 
lh.etong"l'le indenture on the margin of the chops is 
like th0se of the mallard: the nostril'S are large, 
1 cmgitudinal , and connected: a narrow stripe of 
white garnishes the betle of the upper chop: this is 
""S\iceeeded. by a pale sky-blue colour, occupying 
~botit an inch, which again is succeeded by a. 
trallilverse stripe of white, and the extremity is a 
Hlle black: the eye is moderately large, the pupil 
black, and of a fine orange colour: the feathers 
on the .crown of the head are longer than those 
on the upper part of the neck and other parts 
of the head, which give it the appearance of being 
crested. 

The fish, which we Itave had an opportunity or 
seeing, are the whale, porpoise, skait, flounder, sal
mon, red char, two species of salmon trout, moun
tain or sp~ckle(l trout, bottlenose, anchovy, and 
tturgeon. 

1. The whale is sometimes pursued, harpooned 
and taken by the Indians: although it is much more 
frequently killed by running foul of the rocks in 
·'Violent storms, and thrown on shore by the action 
-of the "'ind and tide. In either case the Indians. 
preserve and eat the blubber and oil; the bone they 
>eareflullyextract and expose to sale. 

2. The porpoise is common on this coast, and as, 
far up the river as the water is brackish. The In
dians sometimes gig them, and -always eat their 
Hesh when they can procure it. 
i. 3. The skait is also common in the salt water: we 
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saw several of them which had perished, and were 
thrown on shore by the tide. 

4. The flounder is also well known here, and we 
have often seen them left on the beach after the 
departure of the tide. The Indians eat this fish, and 
think it very fine. These several species of fish are 
the same with those on the Atlantic coast. 

5. The common salmon and red char are the in
habitants of both the sea and rivers; the former are 
usually the largest, amI weigh from five to fifteen 
pounds: they extend themselves into all the rivers 
and little creeks on this side of the continent, and 
to them the natives are much indebted for their 
subsistence: the body of the fish is from two and a 
half to three feet long, and proportionably broad: 
it is covered with imbricated scales, of a moderate 
size, and gills: the eye is large, and the iris of a 
silvery colour: the pupil is black: the rostrum o-r 
nose extends beyond the under jaw, and both jaws 
are armed with a single series of long teeth, which 
are subulate and inflected near the extremities of 
the jaws, where they are also more closely arranged: 
they have some sharp teeth of smaller size, and some 
sharp points placed on the tongue, which is thick 
and fleshy: the fins of the back are two; the first 
is placed nearer the head than the ventral fins, and' 
has several rays: the second is placed far back, 
near the tail, and has no rays. The flesh of this fish 
is, when in order, of a deep flesh-coloured red, and 
every shade from that to an orange yellow: wheJl 
very meagre it is almost white: the roes of this fish 
are in high estimation among the natives, who dry 
them in the sun, and prese.rve them for a great 
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lengtw of time: they are of the- size' of a small pea, 
nearly traTlsparent, and of a redcli'Sh yellow cast; 
they resemble very much, at a little distance, our 
common garden currants, but are, more yellow. 
Both the fins and belly of this fish are sometimes 
red, particularly the male: the red char are rather 
broader, in proportion to their length, than the 
common salmon: the scales are also imbricated, 
but rather larger; the rostrum exceeds the under 
jaw more" and the teeth are neither so large or so 
numerous as those of the salmon: some of them are 
almost entirely red on the belly and sides; ,others 
are mueh mme white than the salmon, and none of 
them are variegated with the dark spots which 
mark the body of the other: their flesh, roes, and 
every other particular, with regard to the form, is 
th~t of the salmon. 

6. Of the salmon trout we observe I two species, 
differing Oi11y in colour: they are seldom more 

. tn'an two feet in length, and narrow in proportion 
t() their length, much mo~e so than the salmon or 
red char. The jaws are nearly of the same length, 
and are furnished with a single series .of small su
bulate straight teeth, not so long nor as large M 

tb6se ef the salmon. The mouth rs wide, and the 
tongue is also furnished with some teeth: the fillS 
are placed much like those of the salmon. At the 
gr~at falls we found this fish of a silvery white co
leur on the belly and sides:. and a blujsh light brown 
011 the back and head; the sef::ond. species is of a 
dark colour on its hack,. and its sides and belly are 
yeHow, with tral~sverse stripes of dark brown; some.,. 
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times a little red is intermixed with these colours 
on the belly and sides towards the head. The eye, 
flesh and roe, are like those described of the salmon: 
the white species found below the falls were in e~
cellent order when the salmon were entirely out of 
season and not fit for use. They associate with the 
red char, in little rivulets and creel • .8: the Indians 
say that the salmon begin to run early in May. 
The white salmon trout is ahout two feet and eight 
inches long, and weighs ten pounds: the eye is mo
derately large, the pupil black, with a small ad
mixture of yellow, and iris of a silvery white, and 
a little turbid near its border with a yellowish 
brown. The fins ate small ill proportion to the fish; 
are bony but not pointed, except the tail and back 
fins, which are pointed a little; the prime back fin 
:md ventral ones contain each ten rays, those of the 
gills t:lirteen, that of the tail twelve, and the small 
fin placed near and ahove the tail has no bony rays, 
but is a tough flexible substance, covered with 
smooth skin. It is thicker in proportion to its width 
than the salmo"n: the tongue is thick and firm, be
set on each border with small subulate teeth, in a 
single series: the teeth and the mouth are as before 
described. Neither this fish nor the salmon are 
caught with the hook, nor do we know on what 
they feed. 

7. The mountain or speckled trout are found in 
the waters of the Columbia within the mountains: 
they are the same with those found in the upper 
part of the Missouri, but are not so abundant in 
the Columbia as on that river. We never saw this 
fish below the mountains; but from the transpa-
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tency and coldness of the Kooskooskee we should 
not doubt of its existence in that stream as low as 
its junction with the southeast branch of the 
Columbia. 

8. The bottlenose is the same with that before 
mentioned on the Missouri, and is found exlusively 
within the mountains. 

Of shell fish we observe the clam, periwinkle, 
common muscle, the cockle, and a species with a 
circular flat shelL The clam of this coast are very 
small; the shell consists of two valves, which open 
with hinges: the shell is smooth, thin, of an oval 
form like that of the common muscle, and of sky
blue colour. It is about one and a half inches in 
length, and hangs in clusters to the moss of the 
rocks: the natives sometimes eat them. The peri
winkle, both of the river and the ocean, are similar 
to those found in the same situation on the Atlantic 

'coast. The common muscle of the river are also the 
same with those on the rivers of the Atlantic coast: 
the cockle is small, and resembles much that of the 

'Atlantic: there is also an animal that inhabits a 
shell perfectly circular. about three inches in dia
meter, thin and entire on the margin, convex and 
smooth on the. upper side, plain on the under part. 
and covered with a number of minute capillary 
fibres, by means of which it attaches itself to the 
side~ of the rocks: the shell is thin, and consists of 
one valve; a small circular aperture is formed in 
the centre of the under shell: the animal is soft and 
boneless. 

r The pellucid substance and fuci. The pellucid 
jelly-like substance, called the sea-nettle, is fOUllrl 
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in great abundance alDng the strand, tN~re it has 
been thrDwn up by !the wawes and tide. There are 
tWD species .of the fuei thrtlWll up in that manner: 
the first species at .one extremity cDnsists of a large 
vesicle Dr hollow vessel, which will contain from 
one tD tWDgaUDDS;it is .of a conic fom14 the base 
.of whieh forms the extreme end, and is convex aud 
glDbular, bearing at its centre some short, br0ad, 
and angular fibres: the subs.tance is about the con
.sistence of tile Find .of a citron .melon, ,lJud three
fourths of an inch thick: the rind is smooth flam 
the small extremity .of the cone; a long hollow C1-
lindric and regular ta,pering tube exteudsto twenty 
Dr thirty feet. and is then terminated with a Dum
ber of branches, which are fiat, half an inch ill 
width, rough, particularly on the £dg1.es, where 
they are furnished with a llUmber or little .ovate 
vesicles or bags of the size .of a pigoon'segg: this 
plant seems t.o be calculated to float.at each extre
mity. while the little eud oCthe tube., fr~ whmoe 
the branches prDceed, lie deepest ill the water : the 
other species. seen .on the coast iDwards the JUlla
mucks. resembles a large pumpkin; it iuoli~ and 
its specific gravity is greater than the water, though 
sometimes thrown .out by the waves: it is of a yel
lDwish brown cDlour; the rind smooth, and its con
sistence is harde!" than that ~f the pumpkilL: .but . 
easily cut with a knife: there are some dark brown 
fibres, rather harder than any other part. wihich pass 
longitudinally through the pulp or fleshy substanoe 
which forms the interior of this marine productiBII, 

The reptiles .of this country are the rattlesnaI,(', 
,the gartersnake~ lizar~ and ,snail. 
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The gariersnak:e :ap.pears to be1011g to the sa~e 
family with the .c.ommon gartersmtJ.-es of the Adcw
tic .coast, and like that snake they inherit .10 poi
sonous qualities: they have one handred and sidy 
scuta on the abdomen. and seventy 0,Iil the tail: 
those .oR the abdome~ near the head ,and jaws, .as 
'higla. as the eye, ar.e of a bluiSh whit~. 'which, as it 
recedes from the head, becomes of a .dal'kbrown : 
the tield of the ,back a.ncl.sides blacl).: .a Iilarr,QW 
stripe of a light yellow runs along the centre 0f the 
back; on each side of this siri'pe there is a ra,llge of 
tlmalll, tiranverse, oblong spots, of a pale brick red l 

d'imiIRoH1hing as they recede {mID the head, alld 
.dislloPfear at the commencement of the 'taiJ: the 
,upi:l of ·the ,eye is black, -with a narrow ling 9f 
-white .bordering on its ,edge; the rem.ainder of the 
iris is ,Qfa dark yellowish brown. 

Theh0rnen 'lizard, called, and for what I'eason 
-we never could !LearN, the prairie buffaloe, .is a na
tive of these places.. .as well asthoBe on the Mis
souri: they are of the same size, and much the 
same in appearance, as the black lizard: the belly 
is however broader, the tail shorter, and the action 
much slower: the colour is generally brown inter
mixed with yellowish brown spots: the animal is 
'covered with minute scales, interspersed with small 
horny points, like blue prickles 011 the upper sur
face of the body: the belly and throat resemble 
those of the frog, and are of a light yellowish 
brown: the edge of the belly is likewise beset with 
small horny projections, imparting to those edges 
a serrate appearance: the eye is small and dark: 
above and behind the eyes there are s~veral projec-



254 LEWIS AND CLARKE'S EXPEDITION 

tions of that bone, and their extremities also being 
armed with a firm black substance, resemble the 
appearance of horns sprouting from the head: these 
animals are found in greatest numbers in the sandy 
open plains, and appear in the.greatest abundance 
after a shower of rain: they are S"ometimes found 
basking in the sunshine, but conceal themselves ill 

little holes of the earth in much the greatest pro
portion of the time: this may account for their ap
pearance in such numbers after the rain, as their 
holes may be thus rendered untenantable. 

9. The anchovy, which the nati"res call olthen, 
is so delicate a fish, that it Boon becomes tainted, 
unless pickled or smoked: the natives run a small 
!tick through the gills, and hang it up to dry in 
the smoke of their lodges, of kindle small fires Ull

der it for the purpose of drying: it needs no pre
vious preparation of gutting, and will be cured in 
twenty-four hours: the natives do not appear to be 
very scrupulous about eating them when a little 
fretid. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Difficulty of procuring means of subsistence for tbe party-they (letennlne 10 
resume their journey to t,he mountains-they leave in the hands of the In
dians a written memorandum, importing their having penetrated to the 
Pacific, through the route of the Missouri and Columbia, and through the 
Rocky mountains-th" party commence their return route-dexterity of the 
Catblamab Indians in carving-description of the Coweliskee river-they 
experience much hospitality from the natives-an instance of the extreme 
voracity of the vulture-the party are visited hy mauy strange Indians, all 
of whom are kind and hO'pitable-scarcity of game, and embarrassment. 
of the party on that account-captain Clarke discovers a tribe not seen in 
the descent down the Columbia-singular adventure to obtain provisions 
from th~m-particular desrri ption of the Multomah village and river-de
$cription of mount .Tetl'erson -some account by captain Clarke of the Neel'
chokio tribe, and of their architecture-their sufferings by the small-pox. 

MANY reasons had determined us to remain at 
fort Clatsop till the lst of April. Besides the want 
of fuel in the Columbian plains, and the impracti
cability 'of passing the mountains before the begin
ning of June, we were anxious to see some of the 
foreign traders, from whom, by means of our ample 
letters of credit, we might have recruited our ex
hausted stores of merchandise. About the middle 
of March, however, we became seriously' alarmed 
for the want of food: the elk, our chief dependance, 
had at length deserted their usual haunts in our 
neighbourhood, and retreated to the mountains. 
We were too poor to purchase other food from the 
Indians, so that we were sometimes reduced, not
wi,thstanding all the exertions of our hunters, to a 
single day's provision in advance. The men too, 
whom the constant rains and confinement had ren
dered unhealthy. might we hoped be benefited by 
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lea"ing the coast, and resuming the exercise oftra
,'eIling. We therefore determined to leave fort 
Cia-tsop, ascend the river slowly, c-onsume the month 
of :March in the woody country, where we hope to 
find eubsistenee, and in this way reach the plains 
about the first uf April, before which time it win 
be impossible to attempt cTossing them:. for this 
pmpose we began our preparations. During" the 
wi.n-tet: we had been very industriQus in dressing 
slUm!, 80 that we had now a sufficient quantity of 
clothing, besides between three and' four hundred 
pair of moo-casins. But the whole stock of good! on 
which we are to depend', either for the purcha:se of 
hors~ or of food, duriag the long tour of nearly 
four thousand mi~s. is so much diminished, that it 
might all be tied in two halldken:hiefs. We' have, 
in fact,. Hothing but six blue robes, one of scarlet, a
coat aad ha·t of th·e United States artillery uniform', 
five robes made (Jjf 6ur large flag, and. a few old 
clothes trimmed with riband·. We therefore f~el 

tha.t our eh.f.ef dep.eJldence must be on our guDi, 
whicb, fortunately for '\1s are all in good mder, as 
we had taken the precatl'tion of bringing a- IDlmber 
of extra locks-,> and one of our men pfGV'ed to be an 
excellent artist in that \tay. The powder had been 
seemed il~ leaden canisters, and thoug.h 011 many 
oecasiom they had been under water, it remained. 
perfectly dry, and we liow found ourselves in p0s

session of one hundred and forty paUMS of powder, 
and.. twice ihat, q-uantity of lead, a stock quite suf
ficient for the route hGlnewards. 

After much trafficking, we at last suceteded ill 
purchasing a canoe for a uniform coat and half a 
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carrot of tohacco, al1l1 took a canoe flom the CIat
sops, as a reprisal for some elk which some of them 
stolen from us in the winter. We were now ready 
t~o le~ve fort Clatsop, but tl~e rain prevented us fot 
several days from caulking the canoes, and we were 
far(:ed to wait for calm weather, before we could 
l(i.,ttempt to pass point William. In the meantime 
w~ were visited by many of our neighbours, for the 
Pllrpuse of taking leave us. The Clatsop Commo
wool has been the most kind and h@spitable of all 
the Indians in this quarter: we therefore gave him 
a certHicate of the kindness and attention which we 
had receivecJ from him, and added a more substan
tial proof of our gratitude, the gift of all our houses 
anti furniture. To the Chinnook chief Delashelwilt, 
we gave a certificate of the same kind: we also 
circulated among the natives several papers, one 
of which we also posted up ill the fort, to the fol
lowing effect: 

" The object of this lastJs, that through the me
.Qium of some civilized person, who may see the 
~me, it may be made known to the world, that the 
party, consisting of the persons whose names are 
4ereunto annexed, and who were sent out by the 
government of the Unitecl States to explore the 
interior of the continent of North America, did pe
l1etrate the same by the way of the l\iissouri and 
Columbia rivets, to the discharge of the latter into 
the Pacific oc.eani where they arrived on the 14th 
.day of November, l805, and d~parted the 23(1 day 
of March, 1806, on their return to the United 
States, by the same rOQ.te by which they had come 

YOLo II. 2 K 
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out."* On tl~e back of some of these papers we 
sketched the connexion of the upper branches of 
the :Missouri and Columbia rivers, with our route, 
and the track which we intended to follow on onr 
return. This memorandum was all that we deemed 
it necessary to make; for there seemed but little 
chance that any detailed report to our government, 
which we might leave in the hands of the savages, 
to be delivered to foieign traders, would ever reach 
the Uniten States. To leave any of our men here, 
iii hOpes of their procuring a passage home ill some 
transient vessel, would too much weaken our party, 
which we inust necessarily divide during ourroute; 
besides that, we will most probably be there Qur
selves sooner than any trader, who, after spending 
the next summer here, might go on some circuitous 
voyage. 

The rains and wind still confined us to the fort; 
hut at last our provisions dwindled down to a single 
day's stock, anu it became absolutely necessary to 
remove: we therefore sent a few hunters ahead, 
and stopped the boats as well as we could with 
mud. The next morning, 

* By a singular casualty this note fell into the possession of 
captain Hill, who, while on the coast of the Pacific, procured it 
from the natives. This note accompanied him on his voyage to 
Canton, from whence it arrived in the United States. The fol. 
lowing is au extract of a letter from a gentleman at Canton to 
hi, fri.,nd in l'hiiadE'lphia: 

Extract oj a letter Jroll! _ to ___ in Philadelphia. 
Canton, January 1807. 

I wrote you last hy thf' Governor Strong, Cleveland, for Bo,. 
t?n; the present i~ by the brig Lydia, Hill, of the same place. 

Captain Hill, while on the coast met some Indian natifes , 
hpar the mouth of the Columbia river, who deliver~u to Aim iI 



UP THE MISSOURI. 259 

Sunday, l\'Iarch 23, 1806, the canoes were loaded, 
and at one o'clock in the afternoon we took a final 
leave of fort Clatsop. The wind was still high, but 
the alter~ative of remaining without provisions was 
so unpleasant, that we hoped to be able to double 
point William. We had scarcely left the fort when 
we met Delashelwilt, and a party of twenty Chiu
J190kS, who ul)derstanding that <~e had been trying 
to procure a canoe, had brougpt one fpi- saJe. Being 
however already supplied, we left them, and after 
getting out of Meriwether's bay,~ began to coast 
.along the south side of the river: v/'e doubled point 
William without any injury, and at six o'clock 
'reached, at the distance of sixteen miles from fort 
Clatsop, the mouth of a small creek, where we fOllnd 
'our hunters. They had been fortunate en,ough to 
kill two elk, but at such a distance that we couhl 
l~ot send for them before the nextmornil1g, 

Monday, March 24, when they were brought in 
fQf breakfast. We th~proceeded. The country is 

,covered with a thick growth of timber: the water, 
however, is shallow to the distance of four miles 
from shore; and althou gh there is a channel deep 

paper, of whi~h I enclose you a copy. It had been committed to 

their charge by ca{JtaiflS Clarke and J"ewis, who had penetrated 

to the Pacific ocean. The original is a rou£\h draft with a pen 

of their outward route, and that which they illt€nded f€tllrnil1g 

by. Just below the jUllction of Madisoll's river th~y fOJlIld an 
immense fall of three hundred find sixty_two feet p(·rpendiclllar. 

This, I ~elievt', exceeds in magnitude any other kllown. From 

the natiyes captain Hill learned that t/leywl're all in good health 

and spirits; had met many difficulties 011 their progress from 

, 1I'arious tribes of Indians, hut had found them about the sourcf'S 

of the Missouri very friendly, as were tbo:;e 011 Columbia I if~r 
!l1l~ the pqast. 
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enough for canoes on the south side, yet as the tide 
was low we found spme difficulty in passing along. 
At one o'clock we reached the Cathlamah "mage, 

~lWhere we halted for about two hours, and pur
chased some wappatoo and a dog for the invalids. 
This village we have already described~ as situatea 
opposite to the seal islands: on one of these the 
Indians have placed their dead in canoes, raised 011 

scaffolds, above the reach of the tide. These people 
seem to be more fond of carving in wood than their 
neighbours, and have various specimens of their 
taste about the houses. The broad piece, supporting 
the roof and the board through which doors are cut, 
are the ohjects on which they chiefly display their 
ingenuity, aQ.d are ornamented with curious figures, 
sometimes representing persons ill a sitting posture 
supporting a burden. On resuming our route among 
the seal islands we mistook our way, which an In
dian observing, he pursued us, and put us into the 
right channel. He soon, *"ever, embarrassed us, 
by claiming the canoe we bad taken from the 
Clatsops, and which he declared was his property: 
we had found it among the Clatsops, and seized it 
as a reprisal for a theft committed by that nation; 
but being unwilling to do an act of injustice to thig 
Indian, and having no time to discuss the question 
of right, we compromised with him for an elk skin, 
with which he returned perfectly satisfied. We 
continued our route along the shore, and after 
~aking fifteen miles encamped at an old village of 
nme houses, opposite to the lower village of the 
Wahkiacums. Here we were overtaken by two 
ChiuJlOoks, Who came tp us after dark

t 
apd spen~ 
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th'e night at our camp. We fou11(1 plenty of wood 
for fires, which were quite necessary, as the wea
ther had become cold. This morning, 

"Thesday 25, proved so disagreeably cold that .• 
did hot set ollt before seven o'clock, when, havmg 
breakfasted, we continued along the southern side 
of the river. The wind, however, as well as a strong 
current was against us, so that we proceeded slowly. 
On landing for dinner at noon, we were joined by 
some Clatsops, who had bem on a trading voyage 
to the Skilloots, and were now 011 their retum 
l.ded with dried anchovies, wappatoo, and stur
geon. After dinner we crossed the river to a large 
island, along the side of which we continued about 
a mile till we reached a single house, occupied by 
three men, two women, and the same number of 
boys, all of the Cathlamah nation. They were en
gaged in fishing or trolling for sturgeon, of ,,\hich 
they had caught about a dozen; but they asked 
so much for them tW we were afraid to purchase. 
'One of the mell purchased the skin of a sea-otter in 
exchange for a dressed elk skin and a handker
chief. Nearly adjoining this house '\\ as another 
party of Cathlamahs, who had been up the river 011 

a fishing excursion, and heen successful in .. procu
ring a large supply, wbich they were not disposed 
to sell. We proceeded on to the head of the island, 
and then crossed to the north side of the river. Here 
the coast formed a considerable swamp for several 
miles back, so that it was late ill the evening before 
we were able to reach a spot fit for our camp. At 
length we discovered the mtrance of a small creek, 
pPfodte to the place ,",here we were encamped on 
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the 6th of November; and though the grounel was 
low and moist, yet as the spot was sheltered from 
the wind, we resolved to pass the night there: we 
~d now made fifteen miles. Here we found ano
trer party of ten Cathlamahs, who had established 
a temporary residence here, for the purpose of fish
ing sturgeon and taking seal, if} both of which they 
bad been successful. They gave us some of the flesh 
of the seal, which w,as a valuable additio.n to the 
lean elk. The low grounels which we pas~ed are 
£upplied with cottonwood, all(I the tree resembling' 
the ash, except in its leaf: with red willow, broad
leafed willow, seven bark, gooseberry, green briar. 
and the large-leafed thorn. The wind was very 
high towards evening, and continued to plow so 
violent in the morning, 

March 26, that we could not set out before 
eight o'clock. In the meantime, finding that one of 
our neighbours, the Cathlamahs, by Harne Wallale, 
was a person of distinction, ~ gave bim a med(Jl 
of a small size, with which he was invested with 
the usual ceremonies. He appeared highly gra
tified, and requited us with a large sturgeon. The 
wind having abated, we proceeded to an old vil
lage, where we halted for dinner, having met op 
the way Sahawacap, the principal chief of all th~ 
Cathlamahs, who was on his return from a trading 
voyage up the river with wappatoo and fish, some 
of which he gave us, and we purchased a little 
more. At dinner we were overtaken by two Wah
kiacums, who have been following us for twenty
four hours with two dogs. for which they are im
portuning us to gi ve them some tobacco; but as W~ 
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have very little of that article left, they were 
obliged to go off disappointed., 'Ve received, nt the 
same time, an agreeable supply of three eagles and 
a large goose, brought in by the hunters. After 
dinner we passed along the north shore opposite to 
a high fine bottom and dry prairie, at the upper 
end of which, near a grove of white oak trees, is 

. an island, which we called Fanny's island. There 
were some deer and elk at a distance ill the prairie, 
but as we could not stay to hunt, we continued till 
late in the evening, when we encamped on the 
next island above Fanny's. According to the esti
mate we made in descending the river, which we 
begin, however, to think was short, our journey of 
to-day was eighteen miles. Some Indians came to 
us, but we were occupied in procuring wood, which 
we found it difficult to procure in sufficient quan
tity for our purposes, and they therefore did not 
remain long, 

Thursday 27. We set out early, and were soon 
joined by some Skilloots with fish and roots for 
sale. At ten o'clock we stopped to breakfast at two 
houses of the same n.ation, where we found our 
hunters, who had not returned to camp last night, 
but had killed nothing. The inhabitants ~emed 
very kind and hospitable. They gave almost the 
whole party as much as they could eat of dried an.., 
chovies, wappatoo, sturgeon, quamash, ami a small. 
white tuberous root, two inches long, and as thick. 
as a man's finger, which, when eaten raw, is crisp, 
milky, and of an agreeable flavour. The Indians 
also urged us to remain with them all day and hunt 
elk and deer, which, they said, were abundant in, 
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the neighb~urhood; but as the weather would not 
permit us to dry and pitch our canoes, we declined 
their offer and proceeded. At the distance of two 
miles we passed the entrance of Coweliskee river. 
This stream discharges itself on the north side of 
the Columbia, about three miles above a remarkably 
high rocky knoll, the south side of which it washes 
in passing, and which is separate4 from t4e northern 
hills by a wide bottom of several miles in ext.ent. 
The Coweliskee is one hundred amI firty yards 
wide, deep and navigahle, as the Indians assert, for 
a considerable distance, amI most probably waters 
the country west and north of the rang!! of moull~ 
tains which cross the Columbia between the great 
falls and rapids. On the lower side of this river, a 
few miles from its entrance into the Columbia, is 
the principal village of the Skill'oots, a numerous 
people, differing, however, ne~ther in lang1,lage, 
dress, nor manners from the Clatsops, Chillnooks, 
and other nations at the mouth of the Columbia. 
'Vi.th the Chinnooks they have lately been at war, 
and though hostilities have ceased, yet they have 
not resumed their usual intercourse, so that the, 
SkiUoots do not go as far as the sea, nor do the 
Chiftnooks come higher up than the Seal islands, 
the trade between them being carried 011 by .he 
Cl.at80ps, Cathlamahs and Wahkiacums, their mu~ 
tual friends. On this same river, above the Skil~ 
loots, resides the nation called HuUooetell, of whom 
we learned nothing, except that the nation was nu~ 
merous. Late in the evening we halted at the be
ginning of the bottom land, below Deer island, af
ter having ma-de twenty miles. Along the low 
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groulids on the river were the cottonwood, sweet
wNlow" the oak, ash, the broad-Ieaf~d ash, and the 
gt>owth resembling the beech; while the hills are 
occupied almostexclusiV'ely by different species of 
nr, and the black alder is common to the hills as 
well as the low grounds. During the day we passed 
a .mmber of fishing camps oil both sides of the river) 
and were constantly attended by small parties of 
the Skilloots, who behaved in tl~e most orderly 
roamler, and from whom we purchased as mudl 
fish and roots as we wanted, on very moderate 
terms. The night continued as the day had been, 
~ld~ wet; and disagreeable. 

Friday 28. We left our camp at an early hour, 
and by nille o'dook reached an old Indian village 
on the left side of Deer island. Here we found a 
party of our men, whom we had sent on yesterday 
to hunt, and who now returned, after killing seven 
deer, in the course of the morning, out of upwards 
bf a hundred which they had seen. They were the 
(!OmmOll fallow deer with long tails; and. though 
very poor, are better than the black-tailed fallow
daer orthe coast, from which they differ materially. 
Soon after our arrival the weather became fair, and 
we therefore immediately hauled the boats on shore# 
and having' dried them by means df large fires. put 
on the pitch. We also took this opportunity of dry
ing our baggage; and as some of the hunters had 
not yet returned, it was deemed advisable to pass 
the hight at our present camp. This island, whidl 
ha!! received from the I))dians the appropriate name 
uf Elalah. or Deer island, is surrounded on the 
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water side by an abunuant growth of cottonwood, 
ash, amI willow, while the interior consists chiefly 
of prairies interspersed with pOilUS. These afford 
refuge to great numbers of geese, ducks, large 
swan, salHl-hilL cranes, a few canvass-backed ducks, 
and particularly the duckinmallard, the most 
abundant of all. There are also great numbers of 
snakes, resembling our gartersnakes, and like them 
not poisonous. Our hunters brought in three deer, 
a goose, some ducks, an eagle, and a tiger-cat, but 
such is the extreme voracity of the vultures, that 
they had devoured, in the space of a few hours, 
four of the deer killed this morning; and one of our 
men declared, that they had besides dragged a 
large buck about thirty yards, skinned it, and broke 
the back-bone. We were visited, during the day, 
by a large canoe with ten Indians of the Quathla
potle nation, who reside about seventeen miles above· 
us. 'Ve had advanced only five miles to-day. 

Saturday 29. At an early hour we proceeded 
along the side of Deer island, and halted for break
fast at the upper end of it, which is properly the 
commencement of the great Columbian valley. We 
were here joined by three men of the Towahnahi
ouk nation, with whom we proceeded, till at the 
distance of fourteen miles from our camp of last 
evening, we reached a large inlet or arm of the 
river, about three hundred yards wide, up which 
they went to their villages. A short distance abOve 
this inlet, a considerable river empties itself from 
the north side of the Columbia. Its name is eha
wahnahiooks. It is about one hundred and fifty 
Jal'ds wide, and at pre.sent discbarges a large body 
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of water, though the Inrlians assure us, that at a 
short distance above its mouth the navigation is 
obstructed by falls and rapids. Three miles beyond 
the inlet is an island near the north shore of the 
river, behind the lower end of which is a village 
of Quathlapotles, where we lauded, about three 
o'clock. The village consists of fourteen large 
wooden houses. The people themselves received us 
very kindly, and voluntarily spread before us an
chovies and wappatoo, but as soon as we had 
finished enjoying this hospitality, if it deserves that 
name, they began to ask for presents. They were, 
however, perfectly satisfied with the small articles 
which we distributed according to custom, and 
equally pleased with our purchasing some wappa
too, twelve dogs,- and two sea-otter Sk~.lS. "Ve also 
gave to the chief a small medal, which he, how
ever; soon transferred to his wife. After remaining 
some time we embarked, and coasting along this 
island, which after the nation we called Quathla
potle island, encamped for this night il) a small 
prairie on the north side of the Columbia, having 
made by estimate nineteen miles. The river is rising 
fast. III the course of the day we saw great num
hers of geese,. ducks, and large and small swailS, 
which last are very abundant in the ponds where 
the wappatoo grows, as they feed: much on that 
root. We also observed the crested king;-fisher, aIHi. 
the large and- small blackbird.: and this e,' eni;1 f~ 
heard, without seeing, the large hooting-owl. The 
frogs, which we have not fOUl)d in the wet marshes 
near the entrance of the Columbia, are now croak
illg ill th~ swamps amI marshes, with p.recisely the 
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same note common in the TtJuited States. The gar
tersnakes appea,r in. vast quanti,ties, and are 5 I.: at .. 
tered through the pr-airies, in lat:ge bundles of forty 
or fifty entwined round each other. Among the 
moss on the rocks we ohsenec.ll a specwa of small 

wild onions, growing so closely together as to fQrIQ 

a perfect turf, and equal ia. flaT-our to the shiiva of 
our gardens, whit1h they resemble in 3ffJeanmce 
a1sor 

Sullday 30. Soon after our d'ep8lltul'le wit were 
met by three Clanamina'l~ums-, olle of. whom we 
recognised as our companion, yesterday. He pressed: 
us very much to visit his countrymen Oil the inlet, 
but we had no time·to make the circuit, and part
ed. We had not proceeded far, befof:e a party of 
Claxtars and Cathlacumups passed us in two ca
noes, on their way down the river; aud BOon after· 
we were met by sevei'al otbel' canoes, fiUe(l with 
persons of different tribes ou· each side of the river. 
We passed also several fishing camps on Wappablo, 
jsland, and then halted for breakfast, 011 the north 
side of the river, near our camp of the 4th of No
vember. Here we were visited by severa] canoes 
from two villages on Wappatoo island; the first, 
about two miles- above us, is called Clahnaq,iah, the 
other, a mile above them, has the name of. Mnlt
nomah. ~fter higgling much in the manller of those 
011 the sea-coast, these Indians gave us a s~urgeon 
with some wappatoo and pashequaw, in exchange 
for small fish-books. As we proceeded we were 
joined by other Indians, and on coming opposite to 
the Clahnaquah village, we were shown another 
village, about two miles. from the river on th~ 
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oolltUeast· side, and 1ool1ind. a ponti running pa;rallel 
wilih it. Here they said the tri>be cwned Shotos re
sided.' About four o'clocK the Indians all left us. 
TRei.)! ehief obj'eet iu aecmnpanying us appeared to· 
be 110 grati.fy euriosiiy; but though they behaved 
ill the most friendly manuer, most of them wer.e 
prepal'cd.with their instruments of war. About sun
set we re.ached a beautiful pr.airie, opposite the 
middle of what we had caUed Image-canoe island; 
and, having made twenty-three miles, encamped· 
for the night. I.n the prairie is a large pond or lake~ 
and an open grove of oak borders the back part. 
There are many deer and elk in the neighbourhood, 
but they are very shy; and the antlual fern, which 
is now abundant and d.ry, makes such a rustling as· 
the hunters pass through it, that they could not 
come within reach of t'he game, and we obtained 
Jlothing but a single duck. 

Monday31. We set out very early, and at eight 
o'clook landed on the north side of the river, andl 
breakfasted. Directly opposite is a large wooden 
house, belonging to the Shahala nation, the inha
bitants of which came over to see us. ,\Ve had ob
served ill descending the river last year, that there 
were at the same place twenty-four other houses, 
built of wood and covered with straw, all of which 
are now destroyed: on inquiry the Indians informed, 
us, that their relations, whom we saw last fall, 
usually "isit them at that season, for the purpose of 
hunting deer and elk, and collecting wappatoo, but 
that they had lately returned to their permanent 
residence at the rapids, we presume in orde,r to 
;Pfepare for the salmon senson, as that fisb wiI'l soon 
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hegin to nm. At ten o'cloc1i we resumed our route 
along the north side of the river, and having passed 
Diamond island and Whitebrant island, halted for 

the night at the lower point of a handsome prairie. 
Our camp, which is twenty-five miles from that of 
last night, is situated opposite to the upper entrance 
of Quicksand river: a little below, a stream from 
the north empties itself into the Columbia, near the 

head of White brant island. It is about eighty yards 
wide, and at present discharges a large body of 
very clear water, which near the Cohlmbia over
flows its low ban1\s, and forms several large ponds. 
The natives inform us, that this river is of no great 
ex tent, and rises in the mountains \lear us; and 
that at a mile from its mouth it is divided into two 
nearly equal branches, both of which are incapable 
of being navigated, on account of their numerous 
falls and rapids. Not being able to learn any Indian 
name, we called it Seal river, from the abundance 
of those animals near its mouth. At the same place 
we saw a summer duck, or a wood duck, as it is 
sometimes called; it is the same with those of the 
United States, anel the first we had seen since en
tering the Rocky mot,ntaills last summer. 

The hunters, who had been obliged to halt below 
Seal river, on account of the waves being too high. 
for their small canoe, returned after dark with the 
unwelcome news, that game was scarce ill that 
quarter. 

Tuesday, April 1. Three Indians had followed us 
yesterday, and encamped near us last night. On 
putting to them a variety of questions relative to 
'heir cQuntry, they assured us that Quicksand ri-
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ver, which we had hitherto deemed so considerable, 
extends no further than the west side of mount 
Hood, which is south 85 degrees east, forty miles 
distant from this place; that it is moreover navi
gable for a very short distance only, in consequence 
of falls and rapids, and that no nation inhabits its 
borders. Several other persons affirmed that it rose 
near mount Hood, and sergeant Pryor, who was 
sent for the purpose of examining it, convinced us 
of the truth of their statement. He had found the 
river three hundred yards wide, though the chan
nel was not more than fifty yards, and about six: 
feet deep. The current was rapid, the water tur
bid; the bed of the river is formed entirely of 
quicksand, and the banks low and at present Gver
flowed. He passed several islands, and at three and 
a half miles distance a creek from the south, fifty 
yards wide; his farthest course was six miles from 
the mouth of the river, but there it seemed to bend 
to the east, amI he heard the noise of waterfalls. If 
Quicksand river then does not go beyond mount 
Hood, it must leave the valley a few miles from its 
entrance, and run nearly parallel with the Colum
bia. There must therefore be some other large ri
ver, which we have not yet seen, to water the ex'" 
tensive country between the mountains of the coast 
and Quicksand river: but the Indians could give 
us no satisfactory information of any such stream. 

Whilst we were making these inquiries, anum ... 
ber of canoes came to us, and among the rest 3 

number of canoes were descending the river. They 
told us that they lived at the Great rapids; but that 
a great scarcity of provisions there had induced 
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them to come down, in hopes of finding Stlbsistel't~ 
ill this fertile valley. AU those who lived at the 
rapids, as well as the nations above them, were ill 
much distress for want of food, having consumed 
their winter store of dried fish., and not expecting 
the return of the salmon before the next fuB moon, 
which will happen on the second of May: this in~ 
telligeuce was disagreeable and embarrassing. 
From. the falls to the Chopunnish nation, the plains 
afford 110 deer, elk, or antelope, on which we can 
rely for subsistence. The horses are very poor at 
this season, and the dogs must be in the same con
dition, if their food, the fish, have failed; so that 
we had calculated entirely on pnrchasing fish. 011 
the other haud, it is obviously inexpedient to wai~ 
for the return of the salmon; since in that case we 
might not reach the Missouri before the ice would 
prevent our navigating it. We might besidee ha ... 
zard Hie loss of our horses, for the Chopunnish, with 
whom we left them, intend crossing the mountaill5 
as early as possible, which is about the beginning 

·of J\Iay, and tlley would take our horse8with them 
or suffer them to disperse, in either of which casell 
the passage of the mountains will be almost imprac" 
ticable. We therefore. after much deliberation, de .. 
cided to remain here till we collect mea~ enough 
to last us till we reach the Chopunnish nation, to 
obtain canoes from the natives as we ascend, either 
in exchange for our periogues, or by purchasing 
them with skins and merchalUlise. These call~e8 
may in turn be exchanged for horsee with tile 113-

'&ives of the plains. till we obtain enough to travel 
altogether by land. On reaching the southeas~ 
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hl'al1ch or the Columbia, fDur Dr five men shall be 
sent on to the ChDpunnish to' have Dur horses in 
readiness; and thus we shall have a stDck Df hDrses 
sufficient to. transpDrt Dur baggage and to. supply 
us with provisiDns, fDr we nDW perceive that they 
will form Dur Dnly certain reSDurce for fDDd. 

The hunters returned frDm the DppDsite side of 
the river with SDme deer and elk, which were 
abundant there, as were also the tracks of the 
hlack bear; while on the north side we could kill 
nothing. 

In the course of our dealings tD-day we pur
chased a canoe from an Indian, for which we gave 
six fathom of wampum beads. He seemed perfectly 
satisfied and went away; but returned SDDn after, 
eancelled the bargain, and giving back the wam
pum, requested that we wDuld restore him the ca
noe. To. this we cDnsented, as we knew this methDd 
Df trading to be very commDn, and deemed per
fectly fair. 

Wednesday 2. Being nDW determined to cDllect 
as much meat as possible, two. parties, consisting Df 
nine men, were sent Dver the river to hunt, three 
were ordered to range the CDuntry on this side, 
while all the rest were emplDyed in cutting amI 
scaffDlding the meat whicn we had already. About 
eight o'clock several canoes arrived to. visit us, and 
among the rest were two young men, who were 
pointed Dut as CUShDDks. On inquiry, they said that 
their nation resided at the falls of a large river 
which empties itself into the south side of the Co
lumbia, a few miles abDve us; and they drew a map 

. VOL. U. 2 M 
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of the country with a coal on a mat. In order to 
verify this information, captain Clarke persuaded 
one of the young men, by a present of a burning
glass, to accompany him to the river, in search of 
which he immediately set out with a canoe and 
seven of our men. After his departure other canoes 
arrived from above, bringing families of women 
and children, who confirm ell the accounts of a 
scarcity of provisions. One of these families, con
sisting of ten or twelve persons, encamped near us, 
and behaved perfectly well. The hunters on this 
side of the river returned with the skins of only two 
(leer, the animals being too poor for use. 

Thursday 3. A considerable number of Indians 
crowded us to-day, many of whom came from the 
upper part of the river. These poor wretches con
firm the reports of scarcity among the nations 
above; wbich, indeed, their appearance sufficiently 
prove, for they seem almost starved, and greedily 
pick the bones and refuse meat thrown away 
by us. 

In the evening captain Clarke returned from his 
excursion. On setting out yesterday at half past 
eleven o'clock, he directed his course along the 
south side of the river, where, at the distance of 
eight miles, he passed a village of the Nechacohee 
tribe, belonging to the Eloot nation. The village 
itself is small, and being situated behind Diamond 
island, was concealed from our view as we passed 
b th . , 

o tImes along the northern shore. He continued 
till three o'clock, when he landed at the single 
house already mentioned, as the only remains of a 
YiUage of twenty-four straw huts. Along the shore 
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were great numbers of small canoes for gathering 
wappatoo, which were left by the Shahalas, who 
visit the place annually. The present inhahitants 
of the house are part of the Neerchokioo tribe of 
the same nation. On entering one of the apartments 
of the house, captain Clarke offered several articles 
to the Indians, in exchange for wappatoo; but 
they appeared sullen and ill-humoured, and refused 
to give him any. He therefo.re sat down by the fire, 
opposite to the men, and taking a port-fire match 
from his pocket, threw a small piece of it into the 
flame, at the same time took his pocket compass, 
and by means of a magnet, which happened to he 
in his inkhorn, made the needle turn round very 
briskly. The match now took fire, and burned vio
lently, on which the Indians, terrified at this strange 
exhibition, immediately brought a quantity of wap
patoo, and laid it at his feet, begging him to put 
out the bad fire: while an old woman continued to 
speak with great vehemence, as if praying and im
ploring protection. Having received the roots, cap
tain Clarke put up the compass, and, as the match 
went out of itself, tranquillity was restored, though 
the women and children still took refuge in their 
beds, arid behind the men. He now paid them for 
what he had used, and after lighting his pipp" and 
smoking with them, he continued down the river. 
He now found what we had called Image-canoe 
island to consist of three islands, the one in the 
middle concealing the opening between the other 
two, in such a way as to present to us, on the op
posite side of the river, the appearance of a single 
island. At the lower point of the third, and thi)'.,. 
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teen miles below the last village, he entered the 
mouth of a large river, which was concealed by 
three small islands itl its mouth, from those who 
descend or go up the Columbia, This river, which 
the Indians call Multnomah, from a nation of the 
same name, residing near it on Wappatoo island, 
enters the Columbia, one hundred and forty miles 
from the mouth of the latter river, of which it may 
justly be considered as forming one-fourth, though 
it had now fallen eighteen inches below its greatest 
annual height. From its entrance mount Regnier 
bears nearly north, mount St, Helen's north, with a 
very high humped mountain a little to the east of 
it, which seems to lie in the' same chain with the 
conic-pointed mountains before-mentioned. Mount 
Hood bore due east, and captain Clarke now dis. 
covered to the south-east, a mountain which we 
had not yet seen, and to which he gave the name 
of mount Jefferson. Like mount St, Helen's, its 
figure is a regular cone covered with snow, and is 
probably of equal height with that mountain, though 
being more distant, so large a portion of it does llot 
appear above the range of mountains which lie be
tween these and this point. Soon after entering the 
l\Iultnomah he was met by an old Indian descend
ing the river alone in a canoe. After some COllver
sation with him, the pilot informed captain Clarke, 
that this old man belonged to the Clackamos nation, 
who reside on a river forty miles up the l\fultno
mah. The current of this latter river is as gentle 
as that of the Columbia, its surface is smooth and 
even, and it appears to possess water enough for the 
largest ship, since, on sounding wjth a line of five 
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fathoms, he could find no bottom, for at least one'" 
third of the width of the stream. ~t the distance 
of seven miles he passed a sluice or opening on the 
right, eighty yards wide, and which separates 
Wappatoo island from the continent, by emptying 
itself into the inlet below. Three miles further up 
he reached a large wooden house on the east side, 
where he intended to sleep; but on entering the 
rooms he found such swarms of fleas, that he pre
ferred lying on the ground in the :neighbourhood. 
The guide informed him that this house is the tem
porary residence of the Nemalquinner tribe of the 
Cushook nation, who reside just below the falls of 
the Multnomah, but come down here occasionally 
to collect wappatoo: it was thirty feet long and 
forty deep, built of broad boards, and covered with 
tIle bark of white cedar; the floor on a level with 
the surface of the earth, and the arrangement of 
the interior like those near the sea-coast. The in
habitants had left their canoes, mats, bladders, trah
oil, baskets. bowls and trenchers, lying about the 
house at the mercy of every visitor; a proof, indeed. 
of the mutual respect for the property of each 
other, though we have had very conclusive evi
dence that the property of white men is not deemed 
equally sacred. The guide informed him further, 
that a small distance above were two bayons, on 
which 'were a number of small houses belonging to 
the Cushooks, bu t that the inhabitants had all gone 
up to the falls of the Multnomah, for the purpose of 
fishing. Early the next morning captain Clarke 
proceeded up the river, which during the night 
had fallen about five inches. At the distance of 
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two miles he came to the centre of a bend under 
the high lands on the right side, from which its 
course, as far as could be discerned, was to the east 
of southeast. At this place the l\iultnomah is five 
hundred yards wide, and for half that distance 
.across the cortI of five fathoms would not reach the 
bottom. It appears to be washing away its banks, 
and has more sand-bars and willow points than the 
.columbia. Its regular gentle current, the depth, 
smoothness and uniformity, with which it rolls its 
vast' body of water, proves that its supplies are at 
once distant and regular; nor, judging from its ap
pearance and courses, is it rash to believe that the 
~1ultnomah and its tributary streams water the 
vast extent of country between the western moun.,. 
tains and those of the sea-coast, as far perhaps as 
the waters of the gulf of California. About eleven 
o'clock he reached the house of the Neerchokioo, 
which he now found to contain eight families; but 
they were all so much alarmed at his presence, not.,. 
withstanding his visit yesterday, that he remained 
a very few minutes only. Soon after setting out he 
met five canoes filled with the same number of fa
milies, belonging to the Shahala nation. They were 
descending the river in search of subsistence, m~d 
seemetl very desirous of coming alongside the hoat-; 
,but as there were twenty-olle men 011 board, and 
the guide sait! that all these Shahalas, as well as 
their relations at the house which we had just left. 
were mischievous bad men, they were not suffered 
to approach. At three o'clock he halted. for an 
hour at the Nechecolee house, where his .guide re
I!ided. This large l)uilding is hvo hundred anti 
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twenty-six feet in front, entirely above ground, 
and may be considered as a single house, because 
the whole is under one roof; otherwise it would 
seem more like a range of buildings, as it is divided 
into seven distinct apartments, each thirty feet 
square, by means of broad poles set on end from the 
floor to the roof. The apartments are separated from 
each other by a passage or alley four feet wide, 
extending througll the whole depth of the house, 
and the only entrance is from this alley, through a 
small hole about twenty-two inches wide, and not 
more than three feet high. The roof is formed of 
rafters and rouod poles laid on them longitudinally. 
The whole is covered with a double row of the bark 
of the white cedar,.extending from the top eighteen. 
inches over the eaves, and secured as well as smoothe(l 
oy splinters of dried fir, inserted through it at re
gular distances. In this manner the roof is made 
light, strong and durable. Near this house are the 
reJ;nains of several other large buildings, sunk in. 
the ground, and constructed like those we had seen, . 
at the great narrows of the Columbia, belonging to· 
the Eloots, with whom these people claim an affi
nity. In manners and dress these Nechecolees dif
fer but little from the Quathlapotles, and others of 
this neighbourhood; but their language is the same 
used by the Eloots, and though it has some words 
in common with the dialects spoken here, yet the 
whole air of the language is obviously different. 
The men too are larger, and both sexes better 
formed, than among the nations below; and the 
females are distinguished by wearing larger and 
longer robes, which are generally of deer skin 
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dressed in the hair, than the neighbouring women. 
In the house were several old people of both sexes, 
who were treated with much respect, and still 
seemed healthy, though most of them were per· 
fectly blind. On inquiring the cause of the decline 
of their village, an old man, the father of the guide, 
and a person of some distinction, brought forward 
a woman very much marked with the small-pox, 
;md said, that when a girl she was very near dying 
with the disorder which had left those marks, and 
that all the inhabitants of the houses now in ruins 
had fanen victims to the same disease. From the 
apparent age of the woman, connected with her 
si~e at the time of her illness, captain Clarke judged 
that the sickness must have been about thirty years 
ago, the period about which we have supposed that 
the sman~pox prevailed on the sea-coast. 

He then entered into a long conversation with 
regard to all the adjacent country and its inhabi
tants, which the old man explained with great in
telligence; and then drew with his finger, in the 
dust, a sketch of the Multnomah and Wappatoa 
island. This captain Clarke copied and preserved .. 
He now purchased five do.gs, and taking leave of 
the Nechecolee villQge returned to camp. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Description or Wappatoo island, and the mode In which the natives gather 
",appatoo-the character of the soil and its productions-the numerous 
tl'ibes re,iding ill its vicinity-the probability that they were all of the tribe 
of tile Multnomahs originally, Inferred from similarity of dress, manners, 
language, &c.-descriplion of Ihei1· dress, weapons of war, their mode of 
burying Ihe dead-descri ption of another village, called the vVahcIellah 
village-their mode of m·chitecture-extraordinary height of Beacon rock 
-unfriendly cbaracter of the Indians at that place-the party, alarmed for 
their safety, resolve to inflict summary ,'engeanee, in ca.e tbe '.Vahelellah 
tribe persist in their outrages and insults-interview with the cbief of that 
tribe, and confidence restored-difficulty of drawing the canoes over the 
rapids-visited by a party of the Yehugh tribe-short notice of the W cock
sockwillackum tribe-curions phenomenon observed in the Columbia, f.om· 
the Rapids to the Chilluckitlequaws. 

Friday, April 4, 1804. THE hunters were still 
ont in every direction. Those from the opposite 
side of the river returned with the flesh of a bear 
and some venison; but the flesh of six deer amI an 
elk, which they had killed, was so meagre and 
unfit for use, that they left it in the woods. Two 
other deer were brought in, but as the game seemed 
poor, we despatched a large party to some low 
grounds on the south, six miles above us, to hunt 
there until our arrival. As usual many of the In
dians came to our camp, some descending the river 
with their fami1ies~ and others from below, with no 
object except to gratify their curiosity. 

The visit of captain Clarke to the Multnomalls 
,now enabled us to combine all that we had seen of 
learned of the neighbouring countries and nations. 
Of these, the most important spot is Wappatoo 
island; a large e:xtent of country, lying between 

"OL. If. 
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the J'\J u1 tnomah and an arm of the Columbia, which 
we ha ve called Wappatoo inlet, and separated from 
the main land by a sluice eighty yailis wide, which 
at the distance of seven miles up the Multnomah, 
connects that river with the inlet. The island thus 
fonnell is about twenty miles long, and varies in 
breadth from five to tell miles: the lalUl is high, 
and extremely fertile; and 011 most parts is sup
plied with a heavy growth of cottonwood, ash, the 
large-leafed ash and sweet willow, the black alder, 
common to the coast, having now disappeared. But 
the chief wealth of this island consists of the nume
rous ponds in the interior, abounding with the com
mon arrowhead (sagittaria sagittifolia) to the root 
of which is attached a bulb growing beneath it in 
the mud. This bulb, to which the Indians give the 
name of wappatoo, is the great article of food, and 
almost the staple article of commerce on the Colum
bia. It is never out of season; so that at all times 
of the year the valley is frequented by the neigh
bouring Indians, who come to gather it. It is col
lected chiefly by the women, who employ for the 
purpose canoes from ten to foudeen feet in length, 
about two feet wide, and nine inches deep, tapering 
from th.e middle, where they are about twenty inches 
wiele. They are sufficient to contain a single person 
and several bushels of roots, yet so very light, that 
a woman can carry them with ease. She takes one 
of these canoes into a pond, where the water is as 
high as the breast, and by means of her toes sepa
rates from the root this bulb, \\ hich, on being freeel 
from the mud, rises immediately to the. surface of 
the water, and is thrown into the canoe. In this 
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manner these patient females remain in the water 
fQr several hours, even in the depth of winter. This 
plant is found through the whole extent of the val
ley in which we now are,_ but does not grow on the 
Columbia farther eastward. This valley is bounded 
westward by the mountainous country bordering 
the coast, from which it ·extends eastward thirty 
miles in a direct line, till it is closed by the range 
of mountains crossing the Columbia above the great 
falls. Its length from north to south we are unable 
to determine, but we believe that the vaHey must 
extend to a great distance: it is~ in fact, the only 
desirable situation for a settlement on the western 
side of the Rocky mountains; and, being naturally 
fertile, would, if properly cultivated, afford mo
aistep.ce for forty or fifty thousand souls. The hig'h 
lands are generally of a dark rich loam, not much 
~njured by stones, and, though waving, by no means 
too steep for cultivation; a few miles from the river 
they widen, at least on the north side, into rich 
extensive prairies. The timber on them is abun
dant, and consists almost exclusively of the several 
species of fir alreadydescribed, some of which g'row 
to a great height. We measured a fallen tree of 
that ,species, and found that, including the stump 
of about six feet. it was three hundred and eighteen 
feet in leugth, though its diameter was only three 
feet. The dogwood is ~160 abundant 011 the uplands; 
it differs from that of the United States in havi:Jg 
a much smoother bark, and in being much larger, 
the trunk attaining a diameter of nearly tw-o reet. 
There is soItle white cedar of a large size, but 110 

pine of any kind. In the bottom lallds are the cot, 
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tonwood, ash, large-leafed ash, and sweet willow: 
interspersed with these are the pashequaw, 8ha
nataque, and compound fern, of which the native. 
use the roots; the reu flowering currant aboun4s 
on the uplands, while along the river bottoms grow 
luxu.iantly the water-cress, strawberry, cinquefoil, 
narrowdock, sandrnsh, and the flowering-pea, which 
is not yet in bloom. There is also a species of the 
bear's-claw now blooming, but the large-leafed 
thorn has disappeared, nor do we see any longer the 
hUGkleberry, the shallun, nor any of the other ever
green sh rubs which bear ben ies, except the species 
the leaf of which has a prickly margin. 

Among the animals we observe the martin, small 
geese, the small speckled woodpecker with a white 
back, the blue-crested corvus, ravens, crows, eagles, 
vultures amI hawks. The mellow bug, long-legged 
spider, as well as the butterfly and blowing-fly, and 
tick, have alread y made their appearance; but none 
of all these are di~tinguished from animals of the 
same sort. in the United States. The moschetoes too 
have resumed their visits, but are not yet trouble
some. 

The nations who inhabit this fertile neighbour
hood are very numerous. The Wappatoo inlet ex
temh; th,'ee hundred yards wide, for ten or twelve 
miles to the south, as far as the hills near which it 
recl'ives the waters of a small creek, whose sources 
are ilot far from those of the Killamuck river. On 
t'lat creek r"sides the Clackstar nation a numerous , , 
pnople of twelve hundred souls, who subsist on fish 
alhi wappatoo"and who trade by means of the Kil
laml1ck river with the nation of that name on the 
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sea-coast. Lower down the inlet, towards the Co
lumbia, is the tribe called Cathlacumup. On the 
sluice which connects the inlet with the Multl10mah 
are the tribes Cathlanahquiah and Cathlacomatup: 
and on Wappatoo island the tribes of Clannahmi
l)amul1 and Clahnaquah. Immediately opposite, 
near the Towahnahiooks, are the Quathlapotles, 
and higher up, on the side of the Columbia, the 
Shotos. All these tribes, as well as the Cathlahaws, 
who live somewhat lower on the river, and have 
an old village on Deer island, may be considered 
as parts of the great l\fultnomah nation, which has 
its principal residence on Wappatoo island, near 
the mouth of the large river to which they give 
their name. Forty miles above its junction with 
the Columbia it receives the waters of the Clacka
mos, a river which may be traced through a woody 
and fertile country, to its sources in mount J effer
son, almost to the foot of which it is navigable for 
cauoes. A nation of the same name resides in eleven 
villages along its borders: they live chiefly on fish 
and roots, which abound in the Clackamos and 
along its banks, though they sometimes descend to 
the Columbia to gather wappatoo, where they can
not be distinguished by dress or manners, or lan
guage, from the tribes of l\lultnomahs. Two days 
journey from the Columbia, or about twenty mile. 
beyond the entrance of the Clack am os, are the falls 
of the lVlultnomah. At this place are the permanent 
residences of the Cushooks and Chahcowahs, two 
tribes who are attracted to that place by the fish, 
and by the convenience of trading across the moun
~ajlls an,l down Killamuck river with the nation of 
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Killamucks, frQm whQm they procure train-oil. 
These falls are QccasiQned by the passage Qf a high 
range Qf mountains, beyQnd which the cQuntry 
stretches into. a vast level plain, whQlly destitute of 
timber. As far as the Indians, with whQm we con
versed, had ever penetrated that cQuntry, it was 
inhabited by a natiQn called CalahpQewah, a very 
numerQus peQple, whQse 'villages, nearly fQrty ill 
number, are scattered alQng each side of the Mult
nQmah, which furnish them with their chief sub
sistence, fish, and the rQQts alQng its banks. 

All the tribes in the neighbQurhQod of Wappatoo 
island we have considered as l\fultnomahs; nQt be
cause they are in any degree subQrdinate to. that 
natiQn, but they all seem to. regard the Multno
mahs as the mQst PQwerful. There is no. distinguished 
chief, except the one at the head Qf the Multno
mahs; and they are moreQver linked by a simila.,. 
rity of dress and manners, and houses and language, 
which, much more than the feeble restraints Qf In
dian gQYernment, contribute to. make one people. 
These circumstances also. separate them frQm nations 
lower do\\ n the river. The Clatsops, Chin nooks, 
vYahkiacums and Cathlamahs, 11l1derstand each 
other perfectly; their language varies, however, 
in 80me respects, from that of the Skilloots; but on 
reaching: the MultnQmah Indians we found, that 
although many words were the same, and a great 
number differed, Qnly in the mQde of accenting 
them, frQm those employed by the Indians near the 
mouth Qf the Columbia, yet there was a very sen
iiible variatiQn of lang,uage. The natives of the 
valley are larger, and ratfter better shaped, tllan 
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those of the sea coast: their appearance too is ge
nerally healthy, but they are affiicted with the 
common disease of the Columbia, soreness of the 
eyes. To whatever this disorder may be imputed, 
it is a great national calamity; at all ages their 
eyes are sore and weak, ami the loss of one eye is 
by no means uncommon, while in grown persons 
total blindness is frequent, and almost universal in 
old age. The dress of the men has nothing different 
from that used below, but is chiefly remarked by a 
passion for large brass buttons, which they fix on a 
sailor's jacket, when they are so fortunate as to ob
tain one, without regard to any. arrangement. The 
women also wear the short robe already described; 
but their hair is most commonly braided into two 
tresses falling over each ear in front of the body, 
and instead of the tissue of bark, they employ a 
piece of leather in the shape of a pocket handker
chief, tied round the loins. This last is the only and 
ineffectual defence, when the warmth of the wea
ther induces them to lay aside their robe. The 
houses are in general on a level with the ground. 
though some are sunk to the depth of two or three 
feet into the ground, and, like those near the coast. 
adorned or disfigured by carvings or paintings on 
the posts, doors and beds. They do not possess any 
peculiar weapon, except a kind of broad sword 
made of iron, from three to four feet long, the blade 
about four inches wide, very thin and shafp';i all .. 
its edges, as well as at the point. They have also" 
bludgeons of woo<i in the same form; and both 
kinds generally hang at the head of their beds. 
These are formidable weapons. Like the natives·-,af 

.. ~, 
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the sea coast, they are also very fond of cold, hotl 
and vapour baths, which are used at all seasons, 
and for the purpose of health as welLas pleasure. 
They, however, add a species of bath peculiar to 
themselves, by washing the whole body with urine 
every morning. 

The mode of burying the dead in canoes, is no 
longer practised hy the natives here. The place of 
deposit is a vault formed of boards, slanting like 
the roof of a house, from a pole supported by two 
forks. Under this vault, the dead are placed hori
zontally on boards, on the surface of the earth, and 
carefully covered with mats. Many bodies are here 
laid on each other, to the height of three or four 
co-rpses; and different articles, which were most 
esteemed by the dead, are place.d by their side: 
their canoes themselves beillg sometimes broken to 
strengthen the vault. 

The trade of all these inhabitants is in anchovies, 
sturgeon, hut chiefly in wappatoo; to obtain whi<:h 
the inhabitants, both above and below them on the 
river, come at aU seasons, and supply in turn, beads, 
cloth, and various other articles procured from the 
Europeans. 

Saturday, April 5. We dried our meat as well 
as the cloudy weather would pennit. In the course 
of his chase yesterday, one of our men, who ki:lled 
the hear, found a nest of another with three cubs 
in it,JHe returned to-d.ay in ho·pes of finding her, 

'bu.lJ lie brought only the cubs, without being able 
to see the dam; and on this oecasion Drewyer, our 
most e-xperienceci huntsman, assured us, that he had 
never known a single iHStance where a female bear, 
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who 11ad heen once disturbed by a hunter, :tnti 
obliged to-leave her young, returned to them again. 
The young bears were sold for wappatoo ttl some of 
the many Indians who visited us in parties durillg 
the day, and behaved very well. Having made 
our preparations of dried meat, we set out next 
morning; 

Sunday 6, by nine o'clock, and continued along 
the north side of the river for a few miles, and then 
crossed to· the river to look for the hunters, who 
had b~ell sent fotward the day before yesterday. 
We found them at the upper end of the bottonl 
with some Indians, for we are never freed from the 
visits· of the nalives. They had killed three elk, 
and wounded. two others SO badly, that it was still 
possible to get them. We therefore landed, anti 
having prepar,ed scaffolds and secured the five 
elk, we enGamped for the night, and the following 
evening, 

Monday 7, the weather having been fair and 
pl:easal1t, had dried a sufficient quantity of meat to 

serve us as far as the Chopunuish, with occasional 
supplies, if we call procure them; of dogs, roots, 
and horse!" In the course of the day several partit's 
of Shahalas, fFom a village eight miles above us, 
came to visit us, and behaved themselves very pro
perly, ex-eept that we were obliged to tunl one of 
them from the camp, for stealing a piece oflead. 
Every: thing was, now ready for our departut 4llbut 
in the morning, ' " 

Tuesday 8, the wind brew with great violenc€'; 
nn(l we were obliged to uJ?;load our boats, which 
VO~ 2(}·· . 
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were soon after filled with water. The same cause 
prevented our setting out to-day; we therefore de
spatched several hunters round the neighbourhood, 
but in the evening they came back with nothing 
but a duck. They had, however, seen some of the 
black-tailed, jumping, or fallow deer, like those 
about fort Clatsop, which are scarce near this plact', 
where the common long-tailed fallow deer are most 
abundant. They had also observed two black bears, 
the only kind that we have discovered in this 
quarter. A party of six Imlians encamped at some 
distance, and late at night the sentinel stopped one 
'of them, an old man, who was creeping into camp 
ill order to pilfer: he contented himself with fright
ening the Indian, and then giving him a few stripes 
with a switch, turned the fellow out, and he soon 
afterwards left the place with all his party. 

'Vednesday 9. The wind having moderated we' 
reloaded the canoes, and set out by seven o'clock. 
We stopped to take up two hunters who had left us 
yesterday, but were unsuccessful in the chase, and 
then proceeded to the Wahclellah village, situated 
on the north side of the river, about a mile below 
Beacon rock. During the whole of the route from 
our camp, we passe(l along under high, steep and 
rocky sides of the mountains, which now close Qn 
each side of the river, forming stupendous pre
cipices covered with tir and white cedar. Down 
these ·heights frequently descend the most beautiful 
cascades, one of which, a large creek, throws itself 
over a perpendicular rock three hundred feet above 
the water, while other smaller streams precipitate 
themselves from a still greater ele. and 
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evaporating in a mist, again collect and form a 
second cascade before they reach the bottom of the 
rocks. We stopped to breakfast at this village. We 
here found the tomahawk which had been stoleu 
frDm us on the fourth of last November: they a8-
sQ,red us they had bought it of the Indians below; 
but as the latter had already informed us, that the 
Wahclellahs had such an article, which they had 
stolen, we made no diffic-plty about retaking our 
property. This village appears to be the w~nteriJ'lg 
station of the Wahclellahs and Clahclepa:hs, tWQ 

tribes of the Shahala nation~ The greater part pf 
the first, tribe have lately removed tp the falls of 
the Multnomah, a~d the second have established 
themselves a few miles higher up the Columbia, 
opposite the lower point of Brant island, where 
they take salmon, that be~ng the commencement 
of the rapids. Tqey are flOW in the act of removing, 
and carrying oft' with them, not Qnly the furniture 
and dfects, but the bark, and most of the boards of 
their hoqses. In this way nille have beel) lately 
r~moyed: There are still fourtj:!~n standing, and in 
the f'-!!lf 9f the village are the traces of ten or 
twelve o~hers oJ more ancient date. These houses 
are either sun4, ~n the ground, or on a level with 
the surface, and !ire generally built of boards alHl 
covered with cedar b~rk. IQ the single houses there 
is generally a division near the door, which is in 
the end; or in case the house be double, opens OIl 

the narrow passage between the two. Like those 
we had seen below at the Neerchokioo tribe, the 
WQm.en wear longer and larger robes than their 
n.eighboUJ,'s the Multnomahs, ~nd susp~nd various 

.,:", 
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ornaments from the cartilage of the nose: the hair 
is, however, worn in the same sort of braid, falling 
over each ear, and the truss is universal from Wa~ 
patoo island to Lewis?s river. The men also form 
their hair into two queues, by means of otter-skin 
thongs, which fall o,'er the ears so a~ to give that 
rxtraordinary width to the face which is here con
sidered so ornamental. These peop1e seemed "ery 
unfriendly, and our numbers alone seemed to secure 
us from ill treatment. 'Vhile we were at breakfast. 
the grand chief of the Chilluckitteqnaws arrived, 
with h\ 0 inferior chiefs, allf\ several mm and wo
men of his nation. They were returning home, after 
trading ill the Columbian valley, and were load~d 
with wappatoo and dried anchovies, Which, with 
:;ome beads, thf'y had obtained in exchange for 
chappetell, be:n-grass, and other small artitles. As 
these people had been very kind to us, as we de.,. 
sceaded the liver, we endeavoured to repay them 
hy eYf'I)' attention in our power. After purchasing 
with much difficulty, a j ew~, and some wap
)Jatoo, from the Wahclellahs, we left them at two 
o' clock, and passing under the Beacon rock, reached 
i~l two hours the Clahclellah village~ 

This nea~on rock, whICh we now observed more 
a~curately than as we descended, stands on the 
llorth side of the river, iIJsulated from the hills. The 
northern sioe has a partial growth of fir or pine. 
To the scuth it ris~s in an unbroken precipice to 
the height of seven hundred feet, where it termi
nates in a sharp point, ~nd may be seen at the dis
tance of twenty miles below. This rock may be 
cbllsidered as the comJDencement of tide-water~ 

. • . ~ • I . I 
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though the influence of the tide is perceptible here 
in autumn only, at which time the water is low. 
What the precise difference at those seasons is, we 
cannot determine; bnt on examining a rock which 
we lately passed, and comparing its appearance 
now with that which we observed last November, 
we judge the flood of this spring to be twelve fed 
above the height of the river at that time. From 
Deacon Tock, as low as the marshy islands, the ge
neral width of the river is from one to two miles, 
though in many places it is still greater. On land
ing -at the Clahclellahs, we found them busy in 
erecting their huts, which seem to be of a tempo
rary kind only, so that most probably they do not 
remain longer than the salmon season. Like their 
countrymen whom we had just left, these people 
were sulky and ill-humoured, and so much on the 
alert to pilfer, that we were obliged to keep them 
at a distance from our baggage. As OUf large ca
Iloes could 110t ascend the rapids on the north side, 
we passed to the opposite shore, and entered the 
Ilafrow channel which separates it from Brant 
island. The weather was very cold and rainy, and 
the wind so high, that we were afraid to attempt 
the rapins this evening, and therefore, finding a 
safe harbour, we encamped for the night. The wood 
in this n~ighbourhood has lately been on fire, and 
the firs have discharged considerahle quantities of 
pitch, which we collected for some of our boats. 
We saw to-day some turkey-buzzards, which are 
the first we have observed on this sIde of the Rocky 
mountains. 
. JllUrsday 10. Early in the morIling we dropped 



294 LE,ns ANP CLARKE'S EXPEDITION 

down the channel to the lower end of Brant island, 
and then drew our boats up the rapid. At the dis
tance of a quarter of a mile, we crossed over to a 
village of Clahclellahs, consisting of six houses, on 
the opposite side. The river is here about four hun
dred yards wide, and the current so rapid, that al
though we employed five oars for each canoe, we 
were borne dowll a cOijsiderable distance. While 
we were at breakfast, one of the Indjans o~ered us 
two sheep-skins for sale; one, which was the skin 
of a full grown sheep, was as large as ~hat of a 
common deer: the second was smaller, and the skin 
of the head, with the horns remaining, was made 
jnto a cap, and highly prized as an ornament by 
the owner. He however sold the cap to us for a 
:knife, and the rest of the skin for those of two elk; 
but as they observed our anxiety to purchase th<: 
other skin, they would not accept the same price 
for it, and as we hoped to procure more ill the 
neighbourhood, we did not offer a greater! The 
]lOrns of the animal were black, smooth, and erect. 
and they rise from the middle of the forehe;td, a 
little above the eyes, in a cylindrical form, to the 
lIeight of four inches, where they are pointed. The 
Clahclellahs informed us, that the sheep are very 
abundant on the heights, and among the cliffs of 
the adjacent mountains; and that these two ha(1 
been lately killed out of a herd of thirty-six, at 110 

~~eat distance from the village .. )Ve were soon 
JOIned by our hunters, with three black-tailed fallow 
deer, and having purchased a few white salmon. 
proceeded on our route. The south side of the river 
is impassable, ~itd the rapidity of the current, as 
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well as the large rocks along the shore, render the 
navigation of even the north side extremely diffi
cult. During the greater part of the day it was 
necessary to draw them along the' shore; and as we 
have only a single tow-rope that is strong enough, 
we are obliged to bring them one after the other. 
In this tedious and laborious planner we at length 
reached the portage on thetirorth side, and carrie(l 
our baggage to the top of a hill, about two hundred 
paces distant, where we encamped for the night. 
The canoes were drawn 0 n shore and secured, bn t 
one of them having got loose, drifted down to the 
last village, the inhabitants of which brought her 
back to us; an instance of honesty which we re
warded with a present of two knives. It rained aU 
night, and the next morning, 

Friday II, so that the tents, and skins which 
covered the baggage, were wet. "r e therefore de
termined to take the canoes first over the portage, 
in hopes that by the afternoon the rain would cease, 
and we might carry our baggage across without 
injury. This was immediately begun by almost 
the whole party, who. in. the course of the day~ 
dragged four of the canoes to the head of the rapids 
with great difficulty and labour. A guard. consist
ing of one sick man. and three who had been lamed 
by acci(lents. remained with captain Lewis to guard 
the baggage. This precaution was absolutely ne
cessary to protect it from the Wahclellahs, whom 
wediscovered to'be great thieves, notwithstanding 
their apparent honesty in restoring our boat; in
deed so arrogant and intrusive have they become. 
that nothing but our numbers, we arc c~nvinced. 
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saves us from attack. They crowded about us 
while we were taking up the boats, and one of 
them had the insolence to throw stones down the 
bank at two of our men. We now found it neces
sary to depart from our mild and pacific course of 
conduct. On returning to the head of the portage, 
many of them met our men, and seemed very ill 
disposed. Shields had stopped to purchas.e a dog, 
and being separated from the rest of the party, two 
Indians pushed him out of the road, and attemptt>d 
to take the dog from him. He had no w.ea~n but 

. a long knife\.wi,th which he immediately attacked 
tl~em both, hoping' to put them to death before they 
had time to draw their arrows, but as soon as th.ey 
saw his design they fled into the woods. Soon after'" 
wards we were told by an Indian, who spoke Clat
sop, which we had ourselves learned during the 
winter, that the Wahclellahs had carried off cap" 
tain Lewis's dog to tbeir village below. Three men 
well armed were instantly despatched in pursuit of 
them, with orders to fire, if there was the slightest 
resistance or hesitation. At the distance of' two 
miles they came within sig.ht of the thie'V!e~ who 
finding themselves pursued, left. the dog. and ma:de 
off. We now ordered a] 1 the Iudians· O11t· of our 
camp, and explained to them, that whoever stole 
any of our baggage, or insulted our m.en,. should be 
instantly shot; a resolution which we were d·eter~ 
mined to enforce, as it. was now out only: means of 
safety. We were visited during the day by a chief 
of the ClahcleHahs, who seemed mortified at the 
behaviour of the Indians, and told us, that the per" 
sons at the head of their outrages were two v.ery 



uP THE MISSOURt. 297 

bad men, who belonged to the Wahclellah tribe, 
bu,t that tire uation di1.1 not by any means wish to 
displease us. This chief seemed very welt disposed. 
and we had every reason to believe was much re
spectedby the neighbouring Indians. We therefore 
gave him a small medal, and showed him all the 
attention in our power, with which he appeared 
very much gratified; and we trust his interposition 
may prevent the necessity of our resorting to force 
against his countrymen. 

Many Indians from the villages above passed us 
in the course of the day, on their return from trading 
with the natives of the valley, and among others 
we recognised an Eloot, who with ten or twelve of 
his nation were on their way home to the long nar
rows of the Columbia. These people do not, as we 
are compelled to do, drag their canoes up the rapids, 
but leave them at the head, as they descend, and 
carrying their goods across the portage, hire or 
borrow others from the people below. When the 
trade is over they return to the foot of the rapids, 
where they leave these boats and resume their OW11 

at the head of the portage. The labour of carrying 
the goods across is equally shared by the men and 
women; and we were struck by the contrast be
tween the decent conduct of all the natiVES from 
above, and the profligacy and ill manners of the 

. Wahclellahs. About three quarters of a mile below 
our camp is a burial ground, which seems common 
to the Wahclellahs, ClahcleUahs, and Yehhuhs. It 
consists of eight sepulchres on the north bank of 
the river. 

YOLo u. 
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Saturday 12. The rain continued aU night and 
this morning. Captain Lewis now took with him 
all the men fit for duty, and began to drag the re
maining periogue over the rapids. This has become 
much more diffictilt than when we passed in the 
autumn; at that time there were in the wllOle dis
tance of seven miles only three difficult points, but 
the water is now very considerably higher, and 
during all that distance the ascent is exceedingly 
laborious and dangerous, nor would it be practi
cable to descend, except by letting down the empty 
boats by means of ropes. The route over this part, 
from the head to the foot of the portage, is ahout 
three miles: the canoes which had been already 
dragged up. 'Were very much injured, by being 
dri ven against the rocks, which no precautions 
could prevent. This morning, as were drawing the 
fifth canoe rounel a projecting rock, against which 
the current sets with great violence, she unfortu
nately offered too much of her side to the stream: 
it then drove her with such force, that with all the 
exertions of the party we were unable to hold her, 
and were forced to let go the cord, and see her drift 
down the stream, and be irrecoverably lost. 'Ve 
then began to carry our effects across the portage, 
hut as all those who ~ad short rifles took them, in 
order to repel any attack from the Indians, it was 
not until five o'clock in the afternoon that the last 
of the party reached the head of the rapids, accom
panied by Our new friend the Wahclellah chief. 
Tbe afternoon being so far advanced, and the we~
ther rainy and cold, we determined to halt for the 
night, though very desirous of going on, for during 
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the three last days we have not advanced more than 
seven miles. The portage is two thousand eight 
hundred y&rds, along a narrow road, at all tlmes 
rough, and now rendered slippery by the rain. 
About half way is an old "ilIage, which the Clah
delIah chief iilforms us is the occasional residence 
()f his tribe. These houses are uncommonly large; 
one of them measured one hundred and sixty by 
farty feet, and the frames are constructed in the 
usual manner, except that it is douhle, so as to 
a.ppear like one house within another. The floors 
are on a level with the ground, and the roofs have 
been taken down, and sunk in a pond behind the 
village. We find that our conduct yestfrday has 
made the Indians much more respectful; they do 
not crowd about us in such numbers, and behave 
with much more propriety. Among those who vi
sited us were about twenty of the Yehhuhs, a tribe 
of Shahalas, whom we had found on the north side 
of the river, immediately above the rapids, but who 
had now emigrated to the opposite shore, where 
they generally take salmon. Like"their relations, 
the Wahclellahs, they have taken their houses with 
them, so that only one is now standing where the 
aIel village was. We observe generally, that the 
houses which have the floor on a level with the 
earth, are smaller, and have more the appearance 
of being temporary, than those which are sunk in 
the ground; whence we presume, that the former 
are the dwellings during spring and summer, \\hile 
the latter are reserved for autumn and winter. 
Mqst of the houses are built of boards, and covered 
with bark; though some of the more inferiorkinJ, 
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are con~tructed wholly of cedar bark, kept smooth 
and flat by small splinters tixed crosswise through 
the bal k, at the distance of twel ve or fourteen inches 
apart. There is but little difference in appearance 
between these Yehhuhs, 'Wahclellahs, Clahclellahs, 
and Neerchokioos, who compose the Shahala nation. 
On comparing the vocabulary of the Wahclellahs 
with that of the Chinnooks, we found that the names 
for numbers were precisely the same, though the 
other parts of the language were essentially diffe
rent. The women of all these tribes braid their hair, 
pierce the nose, and some of them have lines of dots 
reaching from the allele as high as the middle of 
the leg. These Yehhuhs behaved with great pro
priety, and cOl1llemned the treatment we had re
ceived from the Wahclellahs. We purchased from 
one of them the skin of a sheep killed near this 
place, for which we gave in exchange the skius of 
a deer and all elk. These animals, he tells UB,' 

usually frequent the rocky parts of the mountains, 
where they are found in ~reat numbers. The big
horn is also an inhabitant of these mountains, and 
t~e natives have several robes made of their skins. 
The mountains near this place are high, steep, amI 
strewed with rocks, which are principally black. 
Several SP" ies of fir, white pine, ~nd white cedar 
forms their covering, while near the river we see 
the cOUonwood, sweet willow, a species of maple, 
the broad-leafed ash, the purple haw, a small spe
des of cherry, the purple currant, gooseberry, red 
willow, the vining and white-berry honeysuckle, 
the huckleberry, sacacommis, two kinds of tnoun .. 
tarn holly, and the common aslh ' .. 
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Sunday 13, The loss of our periogue yesterday 
obliges us to distribute our loading between th,e 
two canoes and the two remaining petiogues. This 
being done, we proceeded alollg the north side of 
the river, but soon finding that the increased load
ing rendered our vessels difficult to manage, if not 
dangerous, in case of high wind, the two periogues 
only continued on their route, while captain Lewis 
with the canoes crossed over to the Yehhuh village. 
with a view of purchasing one or two more canoes. 
The village now consisted of eleven houses, crowd
ed with inhabitants, and about sixty fighting men. 
They were very well disposed, and we found no dif
ficulty in procuring two small canoes, in exchange 
for two robes and four elk skins. We also purchased 
with deer skins, three dogs, an animal which has 
now become a favourite food; for it is found to be 
a strong, healthy diet, preferable to lean deer or 
elk, and much superior to horse-flesh in any state. 
With these he proceeded along the south side of the 
river, and joined us in the evening. We had gone 
along the north shore. as high as Cruzatte's river, 
to which place we had sent some hunters the day 
before yesterday, and where \ve were detained by 
the high winds. The hUllter@, however, did not jOill
us, and we therefore, as soon as the wind had abat
ed, pro~t!~ded on for six miles, where we halted for 
captain Lewis, and in the meantime went out to 
hunt. We procured two bla~k-tailed fallow deer, 
wl~ich seems to be the only kind inhabiting these 
mt,~t'!.tains. Believing that the hunters were still 
below us, we despatched a small canoe back fo.r 
~hem; and in th~ morning, 
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April 14, they all joined us with four more deer. 
Aftel' breakfast we resumed our journey,-and though 
the wind was high during the day, yet by keeping 
along the northern shore we were able to proceed 
without danger. At one o'clock we haIted for din
ner at a large village, situated in a narrow bottom, 

Just above the entralice of Canoe creek. The houses 
are detached from each other, so as to occupy an 
extent of several miles, though only twenty in 
number. Those which are inhabited are on the 
surface of the earth, and built in the same shape as 
those near the rapids; hut there were others, at 
present evacuated, which are completely under 
ground. They are sunk about eight feet deep, amI 
covered with strong timbers, and several feet of 
earth in a conical form. On descending hy means 
of a ladder through a hole at the top, which answers 
the double purpose of a door amI a chimQey, we 
found that the house consisted of a single room~ 
nearly circular, and about sixteen feet in diameter. 

The inhabitants, who call themselves 'Veock-
80ckwillacum, differ but little from those near the 
rapids, the chief distinctit;>n in dress, being a few 
leggings and mocca~ins, which we ,find here like 
those worn by the Chopunnish. These people have 
ten or twelve very good hor~es, which ar~ ,the first 
we have seen since leaving this neig~bourllpQd last 
autumn. The country below is, indeed, of such a 
nature, as to prevent the use of this animal, excep~ • 
1n the Columbian valley, and there they woul~ he 
of no great service, for the inhabitants reside chiefl! 
~n the river side, and the counfry is too thickl1' 
\vooded to suffer them to hunt game on horsebac~. 
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Most of these, they inform us, have been taken in 
a warlike excursion which was lately made against 
the Towanahiooks, a part of the Snake nation liv
ing in the upper part of the Multnomah, to the 
southeast of this place. Their language is the same 
with that of the Chilluckittequaws. They seemed 
inclined to be very civil, and gave us in exchange 
some roots, chappelell l filberts, dried berries, and 
five dogs. 

After dinner we proceeded, and passing, at the· 
distance of six miles, the high cliffs on the left, en
camped at the mouth of a small run on the same 
side. A little above us is a village, consisting of 
about one hundred fighting men, of a tribe called 
Smackshops, many of whom passed the evening 
with us. They do not differ, in any respect, from 
the inhabitants of the village below. In hopes of 
purchasing horees, we did not $et out the next 
morning, 

Tuesday 15, till after breakfast, and in the 
meantime exposed our merchandise, and made them 
various offers; but as they declined bartering we 
left them, and soon reached the Sepulchre rock, 
where we halted a few minutes. The rock itself 
stands nea:r the middle of the river, and contains 
about two acres of ground above high water. On 
this surface are scattered thirteen vaults, con
structed like those below the Rapids, and some of 
them more than half filled with dead bodies. After 
satisfying{)ur curiosity with these venerable remains, 
we returned to the northern shore, and proceeded 
to a village aUke distance of four miles: on landing. 
we found that the inhabitants belonged to the samt: 
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nation we had just left, and as they also had hO~Bes, 
we made a second attempt to porchase a few or 
them: but with all our dexterity in exhibiting our 
ware9, we could not induce them to sell, as we had 
none of the only articles which they seemed desirous 
of procuring, a sort of war-hatchet, called by the 
northwest traders, an eye-dog. We therefore pur
chased two dogs, amI taking leave of these "\Veock
sockwillacums, proceeded to another of their vil
lages, just below the entrance of Cataract river. 
Here too we tried in vain to purchase some horses, 
nor did we meet with more success at the two vil
lages of Chilluckittequaw5!, a few miles farther up 
the river. At three ill the afternoon we came to 
the mouth .of Quinett .c.reek, which we ascended a 
short distance, and encamped for the night at the 
spot we had called Rock fort. Here we were SOOD 

",jsited by some of the people from the great nar
rows and falls; and, on our expressing a wish to 
purchase horses, they agreed to meet us to-morrow 
on the north side of the river, where we would open 
a traffic. They then returned to their villages to 
collect the horses, and, in the morning, 

Weduesday 16, captain Clarke crossed with nine 
men, and a large part of the merchandise, in order 
to purchase twelve horses to transport our baggage, 
amI some pounded fisb, as a reserve during the pas
sage of the Rocky mountains. The rest of the men 
were employed in hunting and preparipgsaddles. 

From the rapids to this place. and indeed as far 
as the commencement of the narrows the Columbia 

:> 

is from half a mile to three quarter~ in width, and 
possesses scarcely any current: its bed consists prin-
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. c-ipally of rock, except at the entrance of Labiche 
rive~, which takes its rise iu mount Hood, from 
which, like Quicksand river, it brings down vast 
quantities of sand. During the whole course of the 
Columbia, from the Rapids to the Chilluckitte
.quaws, are the trunks of many large pine trees 
standing erect in water, which is thirty feet deep 
at present, and never less than ten. These trees 
could never have grown in their present state, for 
they are all very much doated, and none of them 
vegetate; so that the only reasonable account which 
can be given of this phenomenon is, that at some 
period, which the appearance of the trees induces 
us to fix within twenty years, the rocks from the 
hill sides have obstructed the narrow pass at the 
rapids, and caused the river to spread through the 
woods. The mountains, which border as far as the 
Sepulchre rock, are high and broken, and its ro
mantic views occasionally enlivened by beautiful 
cascades rushing from the heights, and forming a 
deep contrast with the firs, cedars and pines, which 
darken their sides. From the Sepulchre rock, where 
,the low country begins, the long-leafed pine is the 
?lmost exclusive growth of timber; but our present 
camp is the last spot where a single tree is to be 
seen on the wide plains, which are now spread be
fore us to the foot of the Rocky mountains. It is, 
however, covered with a rich verdure of grass and 
herbs, some inches in height, which forms a delight
ful and exhilarating prospect, after being confined 
to the mountains and thick forests on the sea-coast. 
The climate, too, though only on the border of the 

VOL. IT. 2 Q 
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plains, is here very different from what we have 
lately experienced: the air is drier and more pure, 
and the ground itself is as free from moisture as if 
there had been no rain for the last ten days. Around 
this place are many esculent plants used by the 
Indians, among which is a currant now in bloom, 
with a yellow blossom, like that of the yellow cur
rant of the :Missouri, from which, however, it dif
fers specifically. There is also a species of hyacinth 
growing in the plains, which presents at this time 
a pretty flower of a pale blue colour, the bulb of 
which is boiled or baked, or dried in the sun, and 
eaten by the Indians. This bulb, of the present 
year, is white, flat in shape, and not quite solid; it 
overlays and presses closely that of the last year, 
which, though much thinner and withered, is 
equally wide, and sends forth from its sides a num
ber of small radicles. 

Our hunters obtained one of the long-tailed deer 
with the young horns, aboyt two inches, and a large 
black or dark brown pheasant, such as we had seen 
on the upper part of the :Missouri. They also brought 
in a large grey squirrel, and two others resembling 
it in shape, but smaller than the common grey 
squirrel of the United States, and of a pied grey 
and yellowish brown colour. In addition to this 
game, they had seen some antelopes, and the tracks 
of several large black bear, but no appearance of 
elk. They had seen no birds, but found three eggs 
of the parti- coloured corvus. Though the salmon 
has not yet appeared, we have seen less scarcity 
than we apprehended from the reports we had heard 
below. ~_t the rapids the natives subsist chiefly on 



UP THE MISSOURI. 307 

a few white salmon trout, which they take at this 
time, and considerable quantities of a small indif
ferent mullet of an inferior quality. Beyond that 
place we see none, except dried fish of the last sea
son, nor is the sturgeon caught by any of the natives' 
above the Columbia, their whole stores consisting 
of roots, and fish either dried or pounded. 

Captain Clarke had, in the meantime, been en
deavouring to purchase horses, without success, but 
they promised to trade with him if he would go up 
to the Skilloot village, above the long narrows. He 
therefore sent over to us for more merchandise, and 
then accompanied them in the evening to that place, 
where he passed the night. 

Thursday 17, he sent to inform us that he was 
still unable to purchase any horses, but intended 
going as far as the Eneeshur village to-day, wllence 
he would return to meet us to-morrow at the SkiIIoot 
village. In the evening, the principal chief of the 
Chilluckittequaws came to see us, accompanied by 
twelve of his nation, and hearing that we wanted 
horses, he promised to meet us at the narrows with 
some for sale. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Captain Clarke procures four borse. for the transportatioft of the haggage
some further account of the Skilloot tribe-their joy at the first appearance 

of salmon in th,. Columbia-their thievish propensities-th,. party arrive at 
the village of the Eneesbur., where the natives are found alik,. unfrirndly

the party now provided with horses-the party prevented from the exercise 
of hostility against this nation by a friendly adjustment-the scarcity uf 
timber so great, that they are compelled to buy wood to cook. their provi
sions-arrive at til,. Wahhowpum village-dance of the natives-tben- iD
g('ouity in declining to purchase the canOPs, on the supposition that the party 
,,'ould be compelled to leave them behind, defeated-the party having ob
tained a complement of horses, procPed by land-arrive at the Pish'luitpab 
villag,., and some account of that people -their frank. and hospitable treat
ment from the Wollawollahs-their mode of dancing described-their mode 
of rnakillg 6sh-weiTS-their amiable character, and ti.eir unusual alfertioll 
for the whites. 

Friday 18. WE set out this morning after an 
early breakfast, and crossing the river, continued 
along the north side for four miles, to the foot of 
the first rapid. Here it was necessary to unload, 
and make a portage of seven paces over a rock, 
round which we then drew the empty boats by 
means of a cord, and the assistance of setting poles. 
We then reloaded, and, at the distance of five 
miles, reached the basin at the foot of the long 
narrows. After unloading and arranging the camp, 
we went up to tbe Skilloot village, where we found 
captain Clarke. He had not been able to procure 
more than tour horses, for which he was obliged to 
give double the price of those formerly purchase(l 
from the Shoshonees and the first tribe of Flat
heads. These, however, we hoped might be suf
ficient, with the aid of the small canoes, to convey 
our baggage as far as the villages near the 1\:1U5':l 
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cleshell rapid, where horses are cheaper and more' 
abundant, and where we may probably exchange 
the canoes for as many horses as we want. The 
Skilloots, indeed, have a number of horses, but 
tlIey are unwilling to part with them, though at 
last we laid out three parcels of merchandise, for 
each of which they promised to bring us a horse in 
the morning. The long narrows have a much more 
formidable appearance than when we passed them 
in the autumn; so that it would, in fact, be impos
sible either to descend or go up them in any kind 
of boat. A.~ we had, therefore, no further use for 
the two periogues, we cut them up for fuel, and 
early in the morning, 

Saturday 19, all the party began to carry the 
merchandise o\Ter the portage. This we accom
plished, wi'th the aid of our four horses, by three 
o'clock in the afternoon, when we formed our camp 
a little above the Skilloot village. Since we left 
them in the autumn, they have removed 'their vil
lage a few hundred yards lower down the river, 
and have exchanged the cenars in which we then 
found them for more pleasant dwellings on the SUT~ 
face of thegrounil. These are formed by sticks, 
and covered with mats and straw, and so large, 
that each is the residence of several families. They 
are also run'ch better clad than any of the natives 
below, or than they were themselves last alltumn; 
the dress onhe men consists generally of leggin'gs, 
moccasins, and large robes, alid many ofthem wear 
shirts in the same 'form used by the'Chopunnish and 
Shoshonees, highly ornamented, as well as the leg· 
g-iilgs and moccasins, 'with porcupine C!uills. Th'efr, 



.'310 LE"WIS AND CLARKE'S EXPEI'HTION 

modesty is protected by the skin of a fox, or some 
other animal, drawn under a girdle, and hanging 
in front like a narrow apron. The dress of tIle wo
men differs but little from that worn near the ra
pids; and both sexes wear the hair over the fore
head as low as the eyebrows, with large locks cut 
square at the ears, and the rest hanging in two 
queues in front of the body. The robes are made 
principally of the skins of deer, elk, bighorn, some 
;wolf and buffaloe, while the children use the skins 
of the large grey squirrel. The buffaloe is procured 
from the nations higher up the river, who occa
sionally visit the l\Ijssol1d; indeed, the greater pro
portion of their apparel is brOl.lght by the nations to 
the northwest, who come to trade for pounded fisll, 
copper, and beads. Their chief fuel is straw, 
southernwood, and small willows. 'fhl:! bear-grass, 
the bark of the cedar, and the silk-grCls$ are ~m
ployed in various articles of manufacture, 

The whole village was filled with rejoicing to~ 
day at having caught a single salmon, which was 
considered as the harbinger of 'vast quantities in 
four or five days. In order to hasten their arrival, 
the Indians, according to custom, dressed fish aHd 
cut it into small pieces, one of which was given to 
each child in the village. In the good humour 
excited by this occurrence, they parted, though 
reluctantly, with four other horses, for which we 
gave them two kettles, reserving only a single 
,mall one for a mess of ei~ht men. Unluckily, how-
ever, we lost one of the horses by the negligence of 
the person to whose charge he was committed. The 

-rest were therefore hobb] ed and tied; but as th~ 
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Indians here do not understand gelding, all th6 
horses but one were stallions, and this being the 
season when they are most vicious, we had great 
difficulty in managing them, and were obliged to 
keep watch over them all night. In the afternoon 
captain Clarke set out with four men for the Enees
hur village at the grand falls, in order to make 
further attempts to procure horses. 

Sunday 20. As it was obviously our interest to 
preserve the good will of these people, we passed 
over several small thefts which they have commit
ted; but this morning we learned, that six toma
hawks and a knife had been stolen during the 
night. We addressed ourselves to the chief, who 
seemed angry with his people, and made a harangue 
to them, but we did not recover the articles, and 
soon after two of our spoons were missing. We 
therefore ordered them all from our camp, threat
ening to beat severely anyone detected in pur
loining. This harshness irritated them so much, 
that they left us in an ill-humour, and we therefore 
.kept on our guard against any insult. Besides this 
knavery, the faithlessness of the people is intole
rable; frequently after receiving goods in exchange 
for a horse, they return in a few hours and insist on 
revoking the bargain, or receiving some addditional 
value. We discovered too, that the horse which 
was missing .yesterday, had been gambled away by 
the fellow from whom we had purchasecl him, to a 
man of a different nation, who had carried him off. 
Besides these, we bought two more horses, two dogs, 
and some chapelell, and also exchanged a couple of 
elk skillS for a gun belonging to the chief. This was 
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all we could obtain, for though they had a great 
abundance of dried fish, they would not sell it, ex
cept at a price too exorbitant for' our finances. We 
now found that no more horses could be procured l 

and therefore prepared for our setting out to-mor
row. One of the canoes, for which the Indians 
would give us very little, was cut up for fuel, two 
others, together with some elk skins and pieces of 
old iron, we bartered for beads, and the remaining 
two small canoes were despatched early next 
morning, 

:Monday 21, with all the baggage which could 
not be carried on horseback. We had intended set
ting out at the same time, but one of our horses 
broke loose during the night, and we were under 
the necessity of sending several men in search of 
11im. In the meantime the Indians, who were al
ways on the alert, stole a tomahawk, which we 
coulrl not recover, though several of them were 
searched. Another fellow was detected in carrying 
off a piece of iron, and kicked out of camp: cap
tain Lewis then, addressing the Indians, declared, 
that he was 1I0t afraill to fight them, for if he chose 
he might easily put them to death, and burn their 
village; that he did not wish to treat them ill, if 
they did not steal; and that although if he knew 
who had the tomahawks he would take away the 
horses of the thieves, yet he would rather lose the 
property altogether than take the horse of an itmo
cent man. The chiefs were present at this harangue, 
hung their heads, and made no reply. At ten o'clock 
the men returned with the horse, and soon after an 
Indian, who had promised to go with us as far as 



UP THE MISSOURI. 31.3 

the Chopunnish, came with two horses, one of which 
he politely offered to carry our baggage. We there
fore loaded nine horses, and giving the tenth to 
Bratton, who was still too sick to walk, about tell 
o'clock left the village of these disagreeable peo
ple. At olle o'clock we arrived at the village of 
the Eneeshurs, where we found captain Clarke, 
who had been completely unsuccessful in his at
tempts to purchase horses, the Eneeshurs being 
quite as unfriendly as the Skilloots. Fortunately, 
however, the fellow who had sold a horse, and after
wards lost him at gambling, belonged to tt,is ,il
lage, and we insisted on taking the kettle and knife, 
which had been gi ven to him for the horse, if he 
did not replace it by one of equal value. He pre
ferred the latter, aml brought us a very gooll 
horse, Being here joinetl by the canoes and bag-
gage across' the portage, we halted half a mile 
above the town, and took dinner 011 some dogs, 
after which we proceeded on about four miles, au(l 
encamped at a village of Eneeshurs, consistillg of 
nine mat huts, a little below the mouth of the 
Towahnahiooks. We obtained from these people a 
couple of dogs and a small quantity of fuel, for 
which we were obliged to give a higher price than 
usual. We also bought a horse, with a back so lUuch 
injured, that he can scarcely be of much service to 
us; but the price was some trifling articles, which, 
in the United States, would cost about a dollar 

. and a quarter. The dress, the manners, alid the 
language of the Elleeshurs, differ in no respect 
from those of the Skilloots. Like the'dl, too, thl'sl' 

YOLo U. 2a 



314 LEWIS AND CLARKE'S EXPEDITIOY 

Eneeshurs are inhospitable and parsimonious, faith
less to their engagements, and in the midst of po
,'erty and filth, retain a degree of pride and arro
gance, which renuer our numhers our only protec
tion against insult, pillage, and even murder. We 
are, however, assured by our Chopullnish guide, 
who appears to be a very ~illcere honest Indian, that 
the nations above will treat us with much more 

hospitality. 
Tuesday 22. Two of our horses broke loose ill the 

night, and straggled to some distance, so that we 
were not able to retake them, and begin our march, 
before seven o'clock. "'e had just reached the top 
of a hill near the village, when the load of one of 
the horses turned, and the animal taking fright at 
a robe which still adhered to him, ran furiously to
wards the village: just as he came there the robe 
fell, anu an Indian hid it in his hut. Two men went 
back after the horse, which they soon took, but the 
Tobe was still missing, and the Indians denied having 
seen it. These repeated acts of knavery now ex
hausted our patience, and captain Lewis therefore 
set out for the village, determined to make them 
deliver up the robe, or to burn the village to the 
ground. This disagreeable alternative was rendered 
unnecessary, for 011 his way he met one of our mell, 
y, ho had found the robe in an Indian hut, hid be
hind some baggage. 'Ve resumed our route, and 
won after halted at a hill, from the top of which we 
enjoyed a commanding view of the range of mOUll
t.ains in which mount Hood stands, and \"hieh con
tinue south as far as the eye can reach, with their 
tops covered \\'ith snow. ~Iount Hood itself bears 
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south 30° west, and the snowy summit of mOllnt 
Jefferson south 10° west. Towards the south and 
at no great distance we discern some woody country, 
and opposite this point of view is the mouth of the 
Towahnahiooks. This river receives, at the distance 
of eighteen or twenty miles, a branch from the 
right, which takes its rise in mount Hood, while the 
main stream comes in a course from the southeast, 
and ten or fifteen miles is joined by a second branch 
from mount Jefferson. From this place we pro
ceeded with our baggage in the centre, escorted 
both before and behind by those of the men who 
were without the care of horses, and having crosse<1 
a plain eight miles in extent, reached a village of 
Eneeshurs, consisting of six houses. Here we bonght 
SO'l1e dogs, on which we dined near the village, and 
having purchased another horse, went up the riw'r 
four miles further, to another Eneeshur village of 
seven mat houses. Our guide now informed us, that 
the next village was at such a distance that we 
shonld not reach it this evening; and as we should 
be able to procure both dogs and wood at this place, 
we determined to encamp. We here purchased a 
horse, and engaged for a second in exchange for 
one of our canoes; but as they were on the opposite 
side of the river, and the wind very high, they were 
not able to cross before sunset, at which time the 
Indian had. returned home to the next villClge 
above. This evening, as well as at dinner-time, we 
were obliged to buy wood to cook our meat, for 
there is no timber in the country, and all the fuel is 
brought from a great distance. We obtained as 
much as answered our purposes 011 moderate terms» 
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llut as w~ are to') poor to afford more than a single 
fire, and lie without any shelter, we find the nights 
disagreeably cold, though the weather is. warm 
during the daytime. The next morning, 

Wednesday 23, two of the horses strayed away 
in consequence of neglecting to tie them as had 
been directed. One of them was recovered, but as 
we had a long ride to make before reaching the 
next village, we could w:lit no longer than eleven 
o'clock for the other; not being found at that time, 
we set out, and after marching for twelve miles 
over the sands of a narrow rocky boHom on the 
)lorth side of the river, came to a village near the 
Rock rapid, at the month of a large creek, which 
we had not observed in descending. It consisted of 
twelve temporary huts of mats, inhabited by a tribe 
called 'Vahhowpum, who speak a language very 
similar to that of the Chopl1unish, whom they re
Femble also in dress, both sexes being clad in robes 
and slJirts, as well as leggi ngs and moccasins. These 
people seemed much pleased to see us, and readily 
g'ave us four dogs and some chappelell and wood ill 
f''<chan2,'e for small articles, such as pewter-Ll!t
tons, strips of tin, iron and brass, and some twisted 
~vire, which we had previously prepared for our 
Journey across the plains. These people, as well as 
E'ome more living in five huts a little below them, 
were waiting the return of the salmon. We also 
found a Chopunnish returning home with his family 
~nd a dozen young horses, some of which he want
f'J m to hire; hilt this we declined, as in that case 
we should be obliged to maintain him and his fa
llily on the route. After arranging the camp, we 
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assembled all the warriors, and having smoked with 
them, the violins were produced, and some of the 
men danced. This civility was returned by the 
Indians in a style of dancing such as we had not 
yet Seen, The spectators formed a circle round the 
dancers, who with their robes drawn 1ightIy round 
the shoulders, and divided into parties of five or six 
men, perform by crossing in a line from one side 
of the circle to the other. All the parties, perfor
mers as well as spectators, sang, and after pro
ceeding in this way for some time, the spectators 
join, and the whole concludes by a promiscuous 
dance and song. Having finished, the natives retired 
at our request, after promising to barter horses with 
us in the morning. The river is by no means so 
difficult of passage, nor obstructed by so many ra
pids, as it was in the autumn, the water being now 
~ufficiently high to cover the rocks in the bed. III 
the morning, 

Thursday 24, we began early to look for our 
horses, but they were not collected before one 
o'clock. In the meantime we prepared saddles for 
three new horses, which we purchased from the 
"\Vahhowpums, and agreed to hire three more from 
the Chopunnish InJian, who was to accompany us 
with his family. The natives also had promised to 
take our canoes in exchange for horses; but when 
they found that we wcre resolved on travelling by 
land, they refused giving us any thing, in hopes 
that we wuuld be forced to leave them. Disgustecl 
at this conduct, we determined rather to cut them 
to pieces than suffer these people to enjoy them, 
and actually began to split them, on which they 
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gave us several strands of beads for each canoe. 
\Ve had now a sufficient number of horses to carry 
our baggage, and therefore proceeded wholly by 
land. At two o'clock we set out, and passing be
tween the hills and the northern shore of the river, 
had a difficult and fatiguing march over a road 
alternately sandy and rocky. At the distance of 
four miles we came to four huts of the ]\<Ieteowwee 
tribe; two miles further the same number of huts, 
and aftl"r making twelve miles from our last night's 
camp, halted at a larger village of five huts of 
1\-1 eteowwees. 

As we came along many of the natives passed 
and repassed without making any advances to con
verse, though they behaved with distant respect. 
,Ve ohserved in our route no animals except the 
J\illdeer, the brown lizard, and a moonax, which 
the people had domesticated as a favourite. Most 
of the men complain of a soreness in their feet and 
legs, occasioned hy walking on rough stones and 
deep sands, after being accustomed for some months 
past to a soft soil. 'VI" therefore determined to re
main here this evening, and for this purpose bought 
three dogs and some chappelell, which we cookerl 
with dry grass and willow boughs. The want of 
wood is a serious inconvenience, on account of the 
coolness of the nights, particularly when the wind 
sets from mount Hood, or in any western direction, 
those winds being much colder than the winds from 
the Rocky mountains. There are no dews in the 
plains, and, from their appearance, we presume 
that no rain has fallen for several weeks. By nine 
o'clock the following mornillg, 
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Friday 25, we collected our horses, anel proceed
ed eleven miles, to a large village of fifty-one mat 
houses, where we purchased some wood, and a few 
dogs, on which we made our dinner. The village 
contained about seven hundred persons, of a tribe 
called Pishquitpah, whose residence on the river is 
only during the spring and summer, the autumn 
and winter being passed in hunting through the 
plains, and along the borders of the mountains. The 
greater part of them were at a distance from the 
river as we descended, and never having seen white 
men before, they flocked round us in great num
bers; but although they were exceedingly curious, 
they treated us with great respect, and were very 
urgent that w~ should spend the night with them. 
Two principal chiefs were pointed out by our Cho
punnish companion, and acknowledged by the 
tribe, and we therefore invested each of them with 
a small medal. We were also very desirous of pur
chasing more horses; but as our principal stock of 
merchandise consists of a dirk, a sword, and a few 
olu clothes, the Indians could not be induced to 
traffic with us. The Pishquitpows are generally of 
a good stature and proportion, and as the heads of 
neither males nor females are so much flattened as 
those lower down the river, their features are rather 
pleasant. The hair is braided ill the manner prac
tised by their western neighbours; but the gene
rality of the men are dressed in a large robe, under 
which is a shirt reaching to the knees, where it is 
met by long leggings, and the feet covered with 
moccasins: others, however, wear only the truss 
and robe. As they unite the occupations of hunting 
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and fishing life, both sexes ride very dexterously; 
their caparison being a saddle or pad of dressed 
skin, stuffed with goat's hair, from which wooden 
stirrups are suspended, and a hair rope tied at both 
ends to the under jaw of the animal. The horses, 
however, though good, suffer much, as do, in fact, 
all Indian horses, from sore backs. 

Finding them not disposed to barter with us, we 
left the Pishquitpahs at four o·clock, accompanied 
by eighteen or twenty of their young men on horse
back. At the distance of four miles we passed, 
without haIting, five houses belonging to the Wol
lawollahs; and five miles further, observing as many 
willows as would answer the purpose of making 
fire!', availed ourselves of the circumstance, by en
camping near them. The country through which 
we passed bore the same appearance as that of yes
terday. The hills on both sides of the river are 
about two hundred and fifty feet high, generally 
abrupt and craggy, and in many places presenting 
a perpendicular face of black, hard, and solid rock. 
From the top of these hills, the country extends it
self in level plains, to a very great distance, amI 
though not so fertile as the land near the falls, pro
duces an abundaut supply of low grass, which is an 
excellent food for horses. This grass must indeed 
be unusually nutritious, for even at this season of 
the year, after wintering on the dry grass of the 
plains, and being used with greater severity thall is 
usual among the whites, many of the horses are 
perfectly fat, nor have we, indeed, seen a single one 
who was poor. In the course of the day we kille(l 
ieveral rattlesnakes, like those of the United States, 
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and saw many of the common as well as the horned 
lizard. We also killed six ducks, one of which 
proved to be Qf a different species from any we had 
yet seen, being distinguished by yellow legs, and 
feet webbed like those of the duckinmallard. The 
Pishquitpahs passed the night with us, and at their 
request the violin was played, and some of the men 
amused themselves with dancing. At the same time 
we succeeded in obtaining two horses, at nearly the 
same prices which had already been refused in the 
village. In the morning, 

Saturday 26, we set out early. At the distance 
of three miles the river hills become low, and re
tiring to a great distance, leave a low, level, exten
sive plain, which on the other side of the river had 
begun thirteen miles lower. As we were crossing 
this plaiq, we were overtaken by several families 
travelling up the river with a number of horses; 
and although their company was inconvenient, for 
the weather was warm, the roads dusty, and their 
horses crowded in and broke our line of march, yet 
we were unwilling to displease them hy any act of 
severity. The plain possesses much grass, and a 
variety of herbaceous plants and shrubs; but after 
going twelve miles, we were fortunate enoug'h to 
find a few willows, which enabled us to cook a 
dinner of jerked elk and the remainder of the dogs 
purchased yesterday. We then went on sixteen 
miles further, and six miles above our camp of the 
19th of October, encamped in the rain, about a 
mile below three houses of W olla wollahs. Soon 
after we halted, an Indian boy took a piece of bOlle~ 

1TOL~ II. 2 :; -
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which he substituted for a fish-houk, and caught 
several chub, nine inches long. 

Sunday 27. We were detained till !,line o'clQc~ 
before a horse, which broke loose in th~ night, 
could be recovered. We then pass~d, near our 
camp, a small river, called Youmalolam" pr9ce~de~ 
through a continuation, till at the dis~~nce of p.fteen 
miles, the abrupt and rocky hills, three hundred, 
feet high, return to the river. These we ascended, 
and then crossed a higher plain for nine Inile~, 

when we again came to the water side, We had 
been induced to mal~e this long march, becaule we 
had but little provisions, an.d hoped to find aWol ... 
lawollah ,illage, ~,hich our guide had told us we 
should reach when next we met the river. There 
was, however, no "illage to be seen, and as both, 
t.he men and horses ,,:ere fat;gued, we ~a~;ted, and. 
~ollecting some dry stalks of weeds and the stem~, 
of a plaut resembling southernwood, cQo,ke<}, a small 
quantity of jerked meat for djnl)t:r. Soon after we 
were joined by seven Wollawollahs, among "hom 
we recognised a chief by the name of Yellept, who 
~ad visited llS on the 19th of Oct,ober, when we, 
gave him a medal, with the promise of a larger one 
on our return. He appeared v~ry mucl~ pleased at: 
seeing US again, and invited us to remain at ~js 
village three or four days, during which he would 
supply us with the only food they had, and furnish, 
us with horses for our journey. After the cold, in
hospitable treatment we have lately received, this 
kind offer was peculiarly acceptable; and after a, 
hasty meal we accompanied him to his v;illage, si:x; 
mHes above. sjtuated on the edge of the lOW COU:J1tr1 
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:ind about twelve miles below the mouth of Lewis's 
river. Irtimediately on our arrival, Yellept, who 
proved to be a man of much influence not only in 
his own, but in the neighbouring nations, collected 
the iilhabitants, antI after having made an ha
rangue, the purport of which was to induce the na
tions to treat us hospitaPly, set them an example, 
by bringing himself an armful of wood, and a platter 
containing three roasted mullets. They immediately 
assented to one part at least of the recommendation, 
by furnishing us with an abundance of the only 
sort Of fnel they employ, the stems of shrubs grow
itig in the plains. We then purchased four dogs, 
on which we supped heartily, having been on short 
allowan~e for two days past. When we were <lis
po'sed to sleep, the Indians retired immediately 011 

OlIr request, and, indeed, uniformly conducted them
selves with great propriety. These people live on 
roots, which are very abundant in the plains, and 
catch a few salmon-trout; but at present they seem 
to subsib't chiefly on a species of mullet, weighing 
from one to three pounds. They now informed us, 
that opposite to the village there was a route which 
led to the mouth of the Kooskooskee, on the south 
side of Lewis's river; that the road itself was good, 
and passed over a level country well supplied with 
water and grass; and that we should meet with 
plenty of deer and antelope. We knew that a road 
in that direction would shorten the distance at least 
eighty miles, and as the report of our guide was 
confirmed by Yellept mid other Indians, we did 
not hesitate to adopt that course; they added, how
ever, that there were no houses or permanent resi-
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dence of Indians on the road, and it was therefore 
deemed prudent not to trust wholly to our guns, 
but to lay in a stock of provisions. In the mor
ning, 

:MondClY 28, therefore we purchased ten dogs. 
'Vhile this trade was carrying on hy our men, 
Yellept brought a fine white horse, and presented 
him to captain Clarke, expressing, at the same 
time, a wish to have a kettle; but on being in
formed that we had already disposed of the last 
kettle we could spare, he said he would be content 
with any present we should make in return. Cap
taill Clarke therefore gave his sword, for which the 
chief had before expressed a desire, adding one 
hundred balls, some powder, and otlier small arti· 
cles, with which he appeared perfectly satisfied. 
We were now anxious to depart, and requested 
Yellept to lend us canoes for the purpose of cross
ing the river; but he would not listen to any pro
posal of leaving the village. He wished us to re
main two or three days, but would not let 1l..'l go to
day, for he had already sent to invite his neiglr-

c 
bours, the Chimnapoos, to come down this evening 
and join his people in a dance for our amusement. 
We urged, ill vain, that by setting out sooner we 
would the earlier return with the articles they 
desired; for a day, he observed, would make but 
little difference. We at length mentioned, that, as 
there was no wind, it was now the best time to 
cross the river, and would merely take the horses 
over and return to sleep at their village. To .tQ-is 
he assented, and we then crossed with the horses, 
and, having hobbled them, returned to th~ir camp. 
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Fortunately there was among these Wollawollahs a 
prisoner belonging to a tribe of Shoshonee or Snake 
Indians, residing to the south of the Multnomah, 
and visiting occasionally the heads of the Wolla
woHah creek. Our Shoshonee woman, Sacajaweah, 
though she belonged to a tribe near the Missouri, 
spoke the same language as this prisoner; and by 
their means we were able to explain ourselves to 
the Indians, and answer all their inquiries with 
respect to ourselves and the object of our journey. 
Our conversation inspired them with much confi
dence, and they soon brought several sick persons, 
for whom they requested our assistance. We splin
tered the broken arm of one, gave some relief to 
another, whose knee was contracted by rheuma
tism, and administered what we thought beneficial 
for ulcers, and eruptions of the skin on various 
parts of the body, which are very common disorders 
among them. But our most valuable medicine was 
eye-water, which we distributed, and which, in
deed, they required very much: the complaint of 

-the eyes, occasioned by living on the water, and 
il1~reased by the fine sand of the plains, being now 
universal. 

A little before sunset the Chimnapoos, amount
ing to Olle hundred men and a few women, came to 
the village, and joining the Wollawollahs, who 
were about the same number of men, formed them
.selves in a circle round our camp, and waited very 

.'patiently till our men were disposed to dance, 
. Which they did for about an hour, to the music of 
the vioHn. They then requested to see the Indians 
once. With this they readily complied. and tha 
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whole assemblage, amounting, with the women and 
children of the village, to several hundred, stood 
up, and sang and danced at the saine time. The 
exercise was not, indeed, very '\,iolent nor very 
graceful, for the greater part of them were formetl 
into a solid column, round a kind of hollow square, 
stood on the same place, and merely jumped up at 
intervals, to keep time to the music.. Some, how
ever, of the more active warriors entered the square 
and danced round it sideways, and some of our men 
joined in the dance, to the great satisfattion of the 
Indians. The dance continued till ten o'clock. The 
llext morning, 

Tuesday 29, YeIlept supplied us with two canoes, 
in which we crossed with all our baggage by eleven 
o'clock; but the horses having strayed to some dis· 
tance, we could not collect them in time to reach 
any :6.t place to encamp if we began: our journey, 
as night would overtake us before we came to' 
water. We therefore thought it advisable to encamp 
about a mile from the Columbia, on the month of 
the \Vollawollah river. This is a handsome stream,. 
about fifty yards wide, and four and a half feef in 
depth: its waters, which are clear, roll over a bed 
composed principally of gravel, intermixed with 
some sand and mud; amI though the banks are low 
they do not seem to be overflowed. It empties into 
the Columbia, about twelve- or fifteen miles from' 
the entrance of Lewis's river, and just above a range 
of high hills crossing the Columbia. Its sources, 
like those of the Towahnahiooks, Lapage, Y ouma
lolam, and Wollawollah, come, as the Indians in
form us, from the north side of a range of mou-n-
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tains which we see to the east and southeast, and 
which, commencing to the south of mount Hood. 
stretch ina northeastern direction to the neighbour
hood of a southern branch of Lewis's river, at BOme 
distance from the Rocky moullta;ns. Two princi
pal branches, however. of the Tovmhnahiooks, take 
their rise ill mount Jefferson and mount Hood, which 
in fact appear to separate the waters of the l\Iult
llomah and Columbia. They are now about sixty
five or seventy miles from this place. and although 
covered with snow, do not seem high. To the south 
of these mountains, the Indian prisoner says, there 
is a river, running towards the northwest, as large 
as, the Columbia at this place, which is nearly a. 
mile. This account may be exaggerated, but it 
serves to show, that the Multnomah must be a very 
large river, and that with the assistance of a south
eastem branch of Lewis's river, passillg round the 
eastern extremity of that chain of mountains in 
which mounts Hood and Jefferson are so conspicu
ons, waters the vast tract of country to the south~ 
till its remote sources approach those of the l\lissouri 
anel Rio del Norde. 

Near our camp i,S a fish-weir, formed of two cur~ 
taills of small willow switches, matted together 
with wythes of the same plant, and extending 
across the river in two parallel lines six feet aC!ullder. 
11hese are supported by several parcels of poles, 
in the manner· already described as in use among 
the Shoshonees, and are either rolled up or let down 
at pleasure for a few feet, so as either to suffer the 
fish to pass or detain them. A seine of fifteen or 
~ighteell feet in length is then dragged down the 



.323 LEWIS A:Il'D CLARKE'S EXPEDITION 

river by two persons, and the bottom drawn up 
against the curtain of willows. They also employ 
a smaller seine like a scooping-net, one side of 
which is confined to a semicircular bow five feet 
long, and half the size of a man's arm, and the 
other fide is held by a strong rope, which being 
tied at both ends to the bow, forms the chord to 
the semicircle. This is used by one person; but the 
only fish which they can take at this time is a 
mullet of from foqr to fi ve pounds in weight, and 
this is the chief sub!!istence of a village of twelve 
houses of Wolla wollahs, a little below us on this 
river, as well as of others on the opposite side of 
the Columbia. In the course of the day we gave 
small medals to two inferior chiefs, each of whom 
made us a present of a fine horse. We were in a 
poor condition to make an adequate acknowledg
ment for this kindness, but gave several articles, 
among which was a pistol, with some hundred 
rounds of ammunition. We have, indeed, been 
treated by these people with an unusual degree of 
kindness and civility. -They seem to have been 
sllccessful in their hunting during the last winter, 
for all of them, but particularly the women, are 
much better clad than when we saw them last; 
both sexes among the Wollawollahs, as well as the 
Chimnapoos, being pro'\'-ided with good robes, moc
casins, long shirts, and leggings. Their ornaments 
are similar to those used below, the hair cut in the 
forehead, and queues falling over the shoulders in 
front of the body: some have some small plaits at 
the ear-locks, and others tie a bundle of the docke~ 
fore-top-in front of the forehead. 
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They were anxious that we should repeat our 
dance of last evening; but as it rained a little, and 
tlle wind was high, we found the weather too cold 
for such amusement, 

Wednesday 30. Although we had hobbled and 
secured our new purchases, we found some difficulty 
in collecting all our horses, In the meantime we 
purchased several dogs, and two horses, besides ex
changing one of our least valuable horses for a very 
good one, belonging to the Chopunllish who is ac
companying us with his family, The daughter of 
this man is now about the age of puberty, and be
ing incommoded by the disorder inci(ieJlt to that 
age, she is not permitted to assoc~ate with the 

. family, but sleeps at a distance from her father's 
camp, and on the route always follows at some dis
tance alone, This delicacy or affectation is common 
to many nations of Indians, aIOong whom a girl in 
that state is separated from her family, and for
bidden to use any article of the household or kit
chen furniture, or to engage in any occupation, 
We have now tweqty-three horses, many of whom 
are young and excellent ;lnjmals, but the greater 
part of them are afflicted with ~ore bac4.s. The 
Indians in general are cruel masters; they ride very 
hard, and as the saddles are so badly constructed, 
fhat it is almost impossible to avoid wounding the 
back, yet they continue to ride when the poor crea
tures are scarified in a cruel manper. At eleven 
o'clock we left these honest, worthy people, accom
panied by our guide and the Chopunnish family, 
and directed our course north 50 degrees east~ acrosS 

vOJ" II. ~ T 
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all open, level. 'sandy plain, unbroken except by 
large banks of pure sand, which have (trifted in 
many parts of the plain to the height of fifteen or 
tw:'nty feet. The rest of the plain }s poor in point 
of soil, but throughout is generally short graBS in
terspersed with aromatic shrubs, and a number of 
plants, lhe roots of which supply the chief suste-
nance of the natives. Among these we observe a 
root something like the sweet potato. At the dis
tance of fourteen miles we reached a branch of 
Wollawollah river, rising in the same range of 
mOlllltains, and empties itself six miles above the 
month of the latter. It is a bold deep stream, about 
ten yards wide, and seems to be navigable for ca
noes. The hills of this creek are general1y abrupt 
and rocky, but the narrow bottom is very fertile, 
and both possess twenty ~imes as much timber as 
the Columbia itself; indeed we now find, for the 
first time since lea"ing Rockfort, an abundance of 
firewood. The growth consists of cottonwood, birch, 
fhe crimson haw, red and sweet willow, choke
cherry, yellow currants, gooseberry, the honey
suckle with a whitf' berry, rosebushes, se,'enbark, 
snmac, together with some corn-grass and rusheE'. 
The advantage of a comfortable fire induced us, a$ 
the night was come, to halt at this place. 

We were soon supplied by Drewyer with a beaver 
and an otter, of which we took only a part of the 
beaver, and gave the rest to the Indians. The otter 
i, a favourite fnod, though much inferior, at least 
in our estimation, to the dog, which they will not 
eat. The horse, too, is seldom eaten, and never, 
n~ept when ab~olute necessit;r compels tht~ tH 
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eat it, as the only alternative to prevent their dying 
of hunger. This fastidiousness does not, however, 
seem to proceed so much from any dislike to the 
food, as from attachment to the animal itself, for 
many of them ate very heartily of the horse-beef 
whic.h we gave them. At an early hour in the 
morning, 

Thursday, :May 1, 1805, we collected our horses, 
and after breakfast set out about seven o'clock, 
and followed the road up the creek. The low 
g'rounds and plains presented the same appearance 
as that of yesterday, except that the latter were 
less sandy. At the distance of nine miles, the Cho
punllish Indian, who was in front, pointed out an 
old unbeaten road to the left, which he informed us 
was our shortest route. Before venturing, however, 
to quit our present road, which was level, and not 
only led us in the pr~r direction, but was well 
supplied with wood and water, we halted to let our 
horses graze till the arrival of our other guide, who 
happened to be at some distance behind. On coming 
up he seemed much displeased with the other In
dian, and declared that the road we were pursuing 
was the proper one; that if we decided on taking 
the left road, it would be necessary to remain till 
to-morrow marlling, and then make an entire day's 
march bef1)re we could reach either water or wood. 
To this the Chtlpunllish assented, but declared that 
he himself meant to pursue tllat route,alld we there
fo..re gave him some powder and lead which he 
requested. 

Four hunters, whom we had sent out in the mor
tlini, joined us while we halted l and broug~~ us a 
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beaver for dinner. We then took our leave of the 
Chopunnish at one o'clock, and pursue(l our route 
up the creek, through a country similar to that we 
had passed in the morning. But at the distance of 
three miles, the hills on the north side became lower, 
and the bottoms of the creek widened into a plea· 
saut country, two or three miles in extent. The 
timber too is now more abundant, and our guide 
tells us that we shall not want either wood or game 
from this place as far as the Kooskooskee. We have 
already seen a number of deer, of which we killed 
one, and observed great quantities of the curlew, 
as well as some cranes, ducks, prairie larks, and 
several species of sparrow common to the prairies. 
There is, in fact, very little difference in the ge
neral face of the country here from that of the plains 
on the Missouri, except that the latter are enliven
ed by vast herds of buffaloe,"'elk, and other animals, 
which give it an additional interest. Over these 
wide bottoms we continued on a course north 75 
degrees east, till, at the distance of seventeen miles 
from where we dined, and twenty-six from our last 
encampment, we halted for the night. )Ve had 
scarcely encampM, when three young men came up 
from the Wollawollah village, with a steel trap, 
,vhich had been left behind inadvertently, and 
which they had come a whole day's journey in or
der to restore. This act of integrity was the more 
pleasing, because, though very rare among Indians, 
it corresponds perfectly with the general behaviour 
of the'Vollawollahs, among whom we had lost care
lessly several knives, which were always returned 
as soon as found. We may, indeed, justly affirm, 
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that' of all the Indians whom we have met Slllce 
leaving the United States, the Wollawollahs were 
the most hospitable, honest and sincere. 

CHAPTER -XI. 

The party still pursue their rnutf towards the Kooskooskee on horseback witlt 
Wollawolla guides-character oflhecountry-the quamash and other flow
ering Shl'ub, in bloom-the party reach the Kinnooenim creek-they meet 
with an old acquaintance, called the Bighorn Indian-they arrive at the 

mouth of the Kooskooskee-singular custom among the Chopunnish women 
-difficulty of purchasing provisions from the natives, and the new resort of 
the party to obtain them-the Chopunnish style of architecture-captain 
Clarke tnrns physician, and performs several experiments with success upon 
the natives, which ihey rew'll'd-an instance of their honesty-the distress 
of the Indians for waDt of provisions during the winter-the party finally 
meet the Twisted-hai,r, to whom was entrusted their horses during thei~ 

journey down-the quarrel between that chief and another of his nation, on 
the subject of his horses-the causes of this controvel'sy stated at large-the 
two chiefs reconciled by the interference of the party, and the horses re, 
stored-extraordinary instance of Indian hospitality tnwards strangers-a 
council held with the Chopunnish, and the object of the expedition ex
plained iu a very circuitous route of explanation-the party again perform 
medical cures-tile answer of the Chopunnish to the speech delivered at the 
council, confirmed by a singular ceremony of acquiescence-they promise 
faithfully til follolv the advice of their visiters. 

Friday, May 2. WE despatched two huuters 
ahead; but the horse we had yesterday purchased 
from the Chopunnish, although closely hobbled, 
contrived to break loose in the night, and went 
back to rejoin his companions. He was however 
overtaken and brought to us about one o'clock, 
and we then set forward. For three milel we fol
lowed a hilly road on t~e north side of the creek, 
opposite to a wide bottom, where a branch falls io 
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from the southwest mountains, which, though C~ 
vered with snow, are about twenty-five miles dis
tant, and do not appear high. We then entered 
an extensive level bottom, with about fifty acres of 
land well covered with pine near the creek, amI 
the long-leafed pine occasionally on the sides of the 
hilli along its banks. After crossing the creek at 
the distance of seven miles from our camp, we re
peated it seven miles further, near the junction of 
one of its branches from the northeast. The main 
stream here bears to the south, towards the moun
tains where it rises, and its bottoms then become 
narrow, as the hills are higher. 'Ve followed the 
course of this northeast branch in a diredion N. 
4;)0 E. for eight and three quarter miles, when ha
ving made nilleteen miles, we halted in a little bot
tom on the north side. The creek is here abollt 
four yards wide, and as far as we can perceive, it 
comes (rom the east, but the road here turns from 
it into the high open plain. 

The soil of the oountry seems to improve as we 
advance, and this afternoon we see, in the bottoms,. 
an abundance of quamash now in bloom. We killed 
nothing but a duck, though we saw two deer at a 
distance, as well as ma.ny sandhill crows, curlews, 
and other birds common to the prairies.. and ther6 
is much sign of both beaver and otter along the
creeks. The three young WoUawoUahs continued 
with us; during the day we obser .. ed them eating 
the inner part of the succulent stem of a plant very 
com~on in the rich lands on the l\lississi.ppt. Ohio7 

and Its branches. It is a large coarse plan;t, with a 
terna~e leaf. the leaflets of which are three-Iob.etl, 
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and covered with a woolly pubescence, while the 
flower and fructification resemble that ofth.,. parsnip. 
On tasting this plant we found it agreeable, and 
ate heartily of it without any inconvenience. 

Saturday 3. 'Ve set out at an early hour, and 
crossed the high plains, which we found more fer
tile and less sandy than below; yet, though the 
grass is taUer, there are very few aromatic shrubs. 
After pursuing a course north 25 degrees east for 
twelve miles, we reached the Kinnooenim. This 
creek rises in the southwest mountains, and though 
only twelve yards wide, discharges a considerable 
body of water into Lewis's river, a few miles above 
the narrows. Its bed is pebbled, its banks low, and 
the hills near its sides high and rugged; but in its 
narrow bottoms are found some cottonwood, willow, 
and the underbrush, which grows equally on the 
east branch of the Wollawollah. After dini,g at 
the Kinnooenim, we resumed our journey oyer the 
high plains, in the direction of north 45 degrees 
east, and reached, at the distance of three miles, a 
small branch of that creek about five yards wide, 
The lands in its neighbourhood are composed of a 
dark rich loam; its hill sides, like those of the Kin
nooenim, are high, its bottoms narrow, and possess 
but little timber. It illcreased however in quantity 
as we advanced along the north side of the creek 
for eleven miles. At that distance we were agree
ably surprised by the appearance of Weahkoonut~ 
or the Indian whom we had called the Bighorn. 
from the circumstance of his wearing a horn of that 
animal, suspended from his left arm. He had gone 
~own with us last year along Lewis's rirer, and 
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was highly serviceable in preparing the minds of 
the natives for our reception. H;e is, moreover, the 
first chief of a large band of Chopunllish; and 
hearing that we were on our return, he had come 
with ten of his warriors to meet us. He now turned 
back with us, and we continued up the bottoms of 
the creek for two miles, till the road began to leave 
the creek, and cross the hill to the plains. We 
therefore encampetl for the night in a grove of cot
tonwood, after we had made a disagreeable journey 
of twenty-eight miles. During the greater part Qf 
the day the air was keen and cold, and it alter~ 
nate]y rained, hailed and snowed; but, thouglt the 
wind blew with great violence, it was fortunately 
from the southwest, and 011 our backs. We had 
consumed at dinner the last of our dried meat, and 
nearly all that was left of the dogs; SQ that we 
supped very scantily on the remainder, and had nQ-: 
thing for to-morrow. Weahkoonut, however, as
sured us that there was a house on the river at no 
great distance, where we might supply ourselves 
with provisions. We 110W missed our guide and the 
W ollawollahs, who left us abruptly this mornillg~ 
and never returned. After adisagreeable night we 
eollected our horses at an early hour, 

Sunday 4, and proceeded with a continuation of 
the same weather. Weare now nearer to the south-: 
'west mountains, which appear to become lower as 
they advance towards the northeast. We followed 
the road over the plains, north 60 degrees east, for 
four miles to a ravine, where was the source of a. 
.mall creek, down the hilly and rocky sides of which 
~e proceeded for eight miles to its entrance intq 
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Lewis's river, about seven miles and a half above 
the mouth of the Kooskooskee. Near this place we 
found the house of which Weahkoonut had men
tioned, and where we now halted for breakfast. It 
contained six families, but so miserably poor, that 
all we could obtain from them were two lean dogs, 
and a few large cakes of half cured bread, made 
of a root resembling the sweet potatoe, of all which 
we contrived to form a kind of soup. The soil of 
the plain is good, but it has no timber. The range 
of southwest mountains is about fifteen miles above 
us, but continues to lower, and is still covered with 
snow to its base. After giving a passage to Lewis's 
river, near their northeastern extremity, they ter
minate in a high level plain between that river 
and the Kooskooskee. The salmon not having yet 
called them to the rivers, the greater part of the 
Chopullnish are now dispersed 1ll villages through 
this plain, for the purpose of collecting quamash 
and cows, which here grow in great abund.mce, 
the soil_ being extremely fertile, and ill many places 
covered with the long-leafed pine, the lareh, and 
balsam-fir, which contribute to render it less thirsty 
than the open unsheltered plains. After our repast 
we coutinued our route along the west side of the 
river, where, as well as on the opposire shore, the 
high hills approach it closely, till at the distance. of 
three miles we halted opposite to two houses: the 
inhabitants consisted of five families of Chopunnish, 
among whom were Tetoh or Sky, the younger of 
the two chiefs who accompanied us in the autumn 
to the great falls of the Columbia, and also our old 

VOL. II. 2 u 
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pilot who had conducted liS d-own the river to the 
Columbia. They both advised us to cross here, and 
ascehd the Kooskooskee on the northeast side, this 
beia", the shortest and best route to the forks of o 
that river, where we should find the Twistedhair, 
in whose charge we left our horses, and to which 
pbce they promised to show us the way. We did 
not hesitate to accept this offer, and therefore 
crossed with the assistance of three canoes; but as 
the night was coming on, we purchased a little 
wood and some roots of cows, and encamped, though 
we had made only fifteen miles to-day. The eve
ning proved cold and disagreeable, and the natives 
crowded round our fire ir. such numbers, that we 
could scarcely cook or keep ourselves warm. At 
these houses of Chopunnish we observed a small 
hut, with a single fire, which, we are informed, is 
appropriated for women who are undergoing the 
operation of the menses; there they are obliged to 

retreat; the men are not permitted to approach 
within a cei'tain distance of them: and when any 
thing is to be conveyed to those deserted female!!, 
the person throws it to them forty or fifty paces oft', 
and then retires. It is singular, indeed, that amongst 
the nations of the wilderness, there should be found 
customs and rites so nearly resembling those of the 
Jews. It is scarcely necessary to allude more par
ticularly to the uncleanness of Jewish females, and 
the rites of purification. 

l\10nda y 5. We collected our horses, and at seven 
o' clock set forward alone: for Weahkoonut, whose 
people re!!ided above on the west side of Lewis!s 
river, continued his route homeward when· we 
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erossed to the huts. Our road was a'Cf09S the plains 
for' four and a half miles, to t'he entrance of the 
Kooskeoskee. We then proceeded up that river, 
and at five miles reached a large mat house, but 
could not procure any provisions from the inhabi
ta.nts; however on reaching another three miles be
yond) we were surprised at the liberality of an In
dian, who gave captain Clarke a very elegant grey 
mare, for which all be requested was a phial of eye
water. Last autumn, while we were encamped at 
the mouth of the Chopunnish river, a man who com
plained of a pain in his knee and thigh, was brought 
to us, in hopes of receiving relief. The man was to 
appearance recovered from his disorder, though he 
had not walked for some time: but that we might 
not disappoint them, captain Clarke, with much 
ceremony, washed and rubbed his sore limb, aIlll 
gave him some volatile liniment to continue the 

,-operation. which either caused, or rather did not 
prevent his recovery. The man gratefully circu
lated our praises, and our fame as physicians was 
increased by the efficacy of some eye-water, which 
we gave them at the same time. We are by no 
meanS displeased at this new resource for obtaining 
subsistence, as they will give us no provisions with
out- merchandise, and our stock is now very much 
reduced: we cautiously abstain from giving them 
any but harmless medicines ~ and as we cannot pos
sibly do harm, our prescriptions, though unsanc
tioned by the faculty, may be useful. and are en
titled to some remuneration. Four miles beyond this 
house we came to t!llother large one, containing ten 
families, where we halted, and made our dinner on 
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two Jogs and a small quantity of roots, which we 
dia not procure without much difficulty. 'Whilst 
we were eating, an Indian standing by, and look
ing \'. ith great derision at our eating dogs, threw 
a roor haif-starved puppy almost into captain 
Lewls'~ plate, laughing heartily at the humour of 
it. Captain Lewis took up the animal, and flung it 
"ith great force into the fellow's face, and seizing 
his tomahawk, threatened to cut him down if he 
dared to repeat such insolence. He immediately 
withdrew, apparently much mortified, and we con
tinued our repast of dog very quietly. Here we 
met our old Chopunnish guide, with his family, and 
soon afterwards one of our horses, which had been 
separated from the rest in the charge of the Twist~ 
eahair, and been in this neighbourhood for several 
we~ks, was caught and restored to us. After din
ner we proceeded to the entrance of Colter's creek, 
at the distance of four miles, and having made 
twenty and a half miles, encamped on the lower side 
of it. Colter's creek rises not far from the Rocky 
monntains, and paseing in the greater part of its 
course through a country well supplied with pine, 
discharges a large body of water. It is about twen
ty-five yards wide, with a pebbled bed and low 
banks. At a little distance from us are two Chopun
nish houses, one of which contains eight families, 
and the other, much the largest we have ever seen, 
inhabited hy at least thirty. It is rather a kind of 
shed, built like all the other huts, of straw and mats, 
in the form of the roof of a house, one hun(~red and 
fifty-six feet long, and about fifteen feet wide, 
dosed at the ends, and having a number of doprs 



UP THE MISSOURI. S41 

on each side. The vast interior is without partitions, 
but the fire of each family is kindled in a row along 
the middle of the building, and about ten feet apart. 
The village is the residence of one of the principal 
chiefs of the nation, who is called Neeshnepahk
eeook, or Cutnose, from the circumstance of having 
his nose cut from the stroke of a lance in battle with 
the Snake Indiam. We gave him a small medal, 
hut though he is a great chief, his influence among 
11is own people does not seem to be considerable, 
and his countenance possesses very little intelli
gence. We arrived very hungry and ,weary, but 
could not purchase any provisions, except a small 
quantity of the roots and bread of the cows. They 
had, however, heard of our medical skill, and made 
many applications for assistance; but we refused 
to do any thing unleis they gave us either dogs or 
horses to eat. We had soon nearly fifty patients. 
A chief brought his wife with an abscess on her 
back, and promised to furnish us with a horse to
morrow if we would relieve her. Captain Clarke 
therefore opened the abscess, introduced a tent, and 
dressed it with basilicoll. We prepared also, and 
distributed some doses of the flour of sulphur and 
cream of tartar, with directions for its use. For 
these we obtained several dogs, but too poor for 
use, and we therefore postponed our medical opera
tions till the morning. In the meantime a number 
of Indians, beside the residents of the village, 
gathered about us or encamped in the woody 
bottom of the creek. 

In the evening we learned, by means of a Snake 
lQ.qian, who happened to be at this place, that one 
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of the old men has been endeavouring to exeite 
prejudices against us, by observing that he thought 
we were bad men, and came here, most probably. 
for the purpose of killing them. In or~r to remove 
such impressiom, we made a speech, in which, by 
means of the Snake Imlian, we told them our COUR

try, and all the purposes of our visit. Wllile we 
were engaged in this occupation, we were joined 
by 'Veahlwonut, who assisted us in effacing all un
favourable impressions [iOm the miudsofthelndialls. 
The followi:1g mnrning, 

Tuesd-ay,6,. odr practice became more valuable. 
The wcman GedRr·ed that she had slept better than 
at any time since her illness. She was therefore 
dt-essed a second time, and her husband, according 
to promise, brought us a horse, which we imme
diately killed. Be~ides this woman, we had crowds 
of other ::lpplieants, chiefly affiicted with sore eyes. 
and after ~drniDister!ng to them for severalllOurs, 
found 0~rselye3 once nwre in possession of a plen
tiful meal; for the bhabital!ts began to be more 
accommodating, a::d one of them even gave us a 
horse for our remedies to his daughter~ a little girl, 
who was affiic~ed with the rheumatism. We more
over ex changed one of our horses with Weahkoo. 
nut, by the addition of a small flag, which procured 
us an excellent sorrel hors~. We here found thre~ 
men, of a nation called Skeetsomish, who reside a' 
the falls of a large rbeT, emptying itself into the 
nort.h side of the Columbia. This rivet' takes its rise 
from a large lake in the mountains, at no grea~ 
distance from the-falls where these natives live. We 
shall designate this river, hereafter. by the name ~of 



.-11P THE MISSOURI. 

Clarke's R'Ver, as we do not know its In~Han appel
lation,and we are the first whites who have ever 
visited its principal branches; for the Great Lake 
river. mentioned by Itfr. Fidler, if at all connected 
with Clarke's river, must be a very inconsider<l!ble 
branch. To this river, moreover. which we have 
hith.ertocalled Clarke's river, which rises in the 
southw.est mountains, we restored the name of 
TOWahllahiooks, the name by which it is known 
to the Eneeshurs. In dress and appearance these 
Skeetsoroish were not to be distinguished from th.,e 
CltopUIUlish; but their language is entirely diffe
rent, a circumstance which we did not learn tiU 
their departure, when it was too late to procure 
from them a vocabulary. 

About two o'clock we collected our horses and 
8et out, accompanied by Weahkoonut with ten or 
twelve men, and a man who said he was the brother 
of the Twistedhair. At four miles we came to a 
single house of three families. but we could not 
procure provisions of any kind; and five miles fur
ther we halted for the night near another house, 
,built like· the rest, of sticks, mats and dried hay, 
and containing six families. It was now so difficult 
to procure any thing to eat, that our chief depen
dence was on the horae which we received yester
day for medicine; but to our great disappointment 
he broke the rope by which he was confined, made 
his escape, and left us supperlees in the rain. The 
llext morning, 

Wednesday7, Weahl{Qonut and his party left us, 
and we proceeded up the river with the brother of 
the Twistedhair as a guide. The Kooskooskee is 
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now rising fast, the water is clear and cold, and as 
all the rocks and shoals are now covered, the navi
gation is safe, notwithstanding the rapidity of the 
current. The timber begins about the neighbour
hood of Colter's creek, and consists chiefly oflong
leafed pine. After going four miles, we reached a 
house of six families, below the entrance of a small 
creek, where our guide advised us to cross the river. 
as the route was better, and the game more abun
dant, near the mouth of the Chopunnish. We there"" 
fore unloaded, and, by means of a single canoe', 
passed to the south side in about four hours, during 
which time we dined. An Indian of one of the 
houses now brought two canisters of powder, which 
his dog had discovered under ground in a bottom 
some miles above. We immediately knew them to 
be the same we had buried last autumn, and as he 
had kept them safely, and had honesty enough to 
return them, we rewarded him inadequately, but as 
well as we could, with a steel for striking fire. We 
set out at three o'clock, and pursued a difficult and 
stony road for two miles, when we left the river, 
anel ascended the hiils on the right, whi"h begin to 
resemble mountains. But when we reached the 
heights, we saw before us a beautiful level country, 
partially ornamented with the long-leafed pine, and 
supplied with an excellent pasture of thick grass, 
and a variety of herbaceous plants, the abundant 
productions of a dark rich soil. In many parts of 
\he plain, the earth is thrown up into little- mounds, 
by some animal, whose habits most resemble those 
of the salamander; but although these tracks are 
acattered over all the plains frolD the :Mississippi to 



UP THE MISSOUltr. 

the Pacific, we have never yet been able to obtain: 
a sight of the animal itself.- . 

As we entered the plain, Neeshllepahkeeook, the 
Cutnose, overtook us, and after accompanying us a 
few miles, turned to the right, to visit some of his 
people, who were now gathering roots in the plain. 
Having crossed the plain a little to the south of 
east, we descended a long steep hill, at the distance 
of five miles, to a creek six yards wide, which emp
ties itself into the Kooskooskee. We ascended this 
little stream for a mile, and encamped at an Indian 
establishm€nt of six houses, which seem ~o have 
been r.ecently evacuated. Here we were joi!led by 
Neeshnepahkee, and the Shoshonee who had inter
'preted for us on the fifth. 

From the plain we observed that the spurs of the 
Rocky mountains are still perfectly covered with 
snow, which the Indians informs us is so deep, that 
we shall not be able to pass before the next full 
lJloon, that is, the first of June; though others place 
the time for crossing at q still greater distance. To 
us, who are desirous of reaching the plains Of the 
Missouri, if for no other reason, for the purpose of 
enjoying a good meal, this intelligence was by no 
means welcome, and gave no relish to the remain
der of the horse killed at Colter's creek, which 
formed our supper, part of which had already been 
our dinner. Observing, however, some deer. and a 
great appearance~of more, we determined to make 
an attempt to get some of them, and therefore, after 
a cold night's rest, 

Thursday 8, most of the hunters set out at day-
VOL.' II. 2 x 
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light. By eleven o'clock they all returned with 
four deer, allJ a duck of an uncommon kind, which, 
with the remains of our horse, formed a stock of 
provisions such as we had not lately possessed. 
Without our facilities of procuring subsistence with 
guns, the nati ves of this country must often suffer 
very severely. During last winter they were so 
much distressed for food, that they were obliged to 
boil anu eat the moss growing on the pine trees. At 
the same period they cut down nearly all the long
leafed pines, which we observe on the ground, for 
the purpose of collecting its seed, which resemble 
in size and shape that of the large sun-flower, and 
when roasted or boiled is nutritious and not dis
agreeable to the taste. At the present season they 
peel this pine tree, and eat the inner and succulent 
bark: in the creek near us they also procure trout 
by means of a falling trap, constructed on the same 
plan with those common to the United States. We 
gave Neeshnepahkeeook and his people some of our 
game and horse-beef, besides the entrails of the 
deer, and four fawns which we found inside two of 
them. They did not eat any of it perfectIy raw, but 
the entrails had very little cooking; the fawns were 
boiled whole, and the hide, hair and entrails all 
consumed. The Shoshonee was offended at not 
having as much venison as he wished, and refused 
to interpret; but as we took no notice of him, he 
became very officious in the course of a few hours, 
and made many offers to reinstate himself in our 
favour. The mother of the Twistedhair and Neesh
~pahkeeook now drew a sketch, which we pre
served, of all the waters west of the Rocky mo~n-
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tains. They make the main southern branch of 
Lewis's river much more extensive than the other, 
a.nd place a great uumber of Shoshonee villages on 
its western side. 

Between three and four o'cl&ck in the afternoon· 
we set out, in company with Neeshnepahkf'eook and 
other Indians, the brother of the Twistedhair having 
left us. Our route was up a high steep hill to a le
vel plain, with little wood, through which we pa~sed 
in a direction parallel to the river, for four miles, 
when we met the Twistedhair and si"t of his people. 
To this chief we had confided our horses, and a part 
of our saddles, last autumn, and we therefore form ell 
very unfavourable conjectures, on finding that he 
received us with great coldness. Shortly after he 
began to speak in a very loud, angry manner, and 
was answered by Neeshnepahkeeook. We now dis
covered that a violent quarrel had arisen between 
these chiefs, on the subject, as we afterwards llIl
derstood, of our horses. But as we eould not learn 
the cause, and were desirous of terminating the dis
pute, we interposed, and told them we should go 
on to the first water and encamp. We therefore ~et 
out, followed by all the Indians, and having reached. 
at two miles distance, a small stream, running 10 

the right, we encamped with the two chiefs and 
their little bands, forming separate camps, at a dis
tance from each other. They all appeared to be ill 
an ill humour, and as we had already heard reports, 
that the Indians had discovered and carried off our 
saddles, and that the horses were very much scat
tered, we began to be uneasy lest there should be 
tpo much foundation for the report. We were there: 
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fore anxIous to reconcile the two chiefs as soon as 
possible, and desired the Shoshonee to interpret for 
us, while we attempted a mediation; but he ,pe
remptorily refused to speak a word: he observed" 
that it was a quarrel between the two chiefs, and 
he had therefore no right to interfere; nor could 
all our representatlons, that by merely repeating 
what we said, he could not possibly be considered 
as meddling between the chiets, induce him to take 
any p'lrt in it. Soon afterwards Drewyer returned 
from hunting, and was sent to invite the Twisted
hair to come ani smoke with us. He accepted the 
invitation, and as we were smoking the pipe over 
our fire, he informed us, that according to his pro
mise, on leaving us at the falls of the Columbia, he 
had collected our horses, and tal{en charge of them, 
as soon as he had reached home. But about this 
time Neeshnepahkeeook and TunnRchemootoolt, 
the Brokenarm, who, as we passed, had been on a 
war party against the Shoshonees on the south 
branch of Lewis's river, returned, and becoming 
jealous of him, because the horses had been con
fided to his care, were constantly quarrelling with 
him. At length, being an old man, and unwilling 
to live in perpetual dispute with the two chiefs, he 
had given up the care of the horses, which had con
sequently become very much scattered, The greater 
part of them were, however, still in this neighbour
hood; some in the forks between the Chopunnish 
and Kooskooskee, and three or four at the village 
of the Brokellarm, about half a day's march higher 
up the river. He added, that on the rise of the river 
h~ the spring, the earth had fallen from the door of 
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the cache. and exposed the saddles, some of which 
had probably been lost; but as soon as he was ac
quainted with the situation of them, he had them 
buried in another deposit, where they now are. He 
now promised that if we would stay to-morrow at 
his house, a few miles from this place, he would 
collect such of the horses as were in the neighbour
hood. and send his young men for those in the forks 
over the l{ooskooskee. He moreo,'er advised us-to 
visit the Brokenarm, who was a chief of great emi
nence, and that he would himself guide us to his 
dwelling. We told him that we meant to follow his 
advice in every respect; that we had confided our 
horses to his charge, and expected that he wonld 
deliver them to us, on which we should willingly 
pay him the two guns and ammunition as we had 
promised. With this he seemed very much pleased, 
and declared that he would use every exertion to 
restore our horses. We now sent for the entnose, 
and after smoking for some time, took occasion to 
express to the two chiefs, our regret at seeing a 
misunderstanding between them. N eeshnepah
keeook told us, that the Twistedhair was a had old 
man, and wore two faces; for instead of taking 
care of our horses, he had suffered his young men 
to hunt with them, so that they had been very much 
injured, and that it was for this reason that the 
Brokenarm and himself had forbidden him to use 
them. The Twistedhair made no reply to this 
speech, after which we told Neeshnepahkeeok of our 
arrangement for to-morrow. He appeared very 
well satisfied, and said that he would himself go 
With Us to the Brokenarm, who expected that we 
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would see him, and who had two bad horses fur us~ 
an expression by which was meant that he intended 
making us a present of two valuable horses. That 
chief, he also informed us, had been apprised of our 
want of provisions, and sent four young men to 
meet us with a supply; but having taken a diffe
rent road they had missed us. After this interview 
we retired to rest at a late hour. and in the mor
ning, 

Friday 9, after sending out several hunters, we 
proceeded through a level rich country. similar to 
that of yesterday, for six miles, when we reached 
the house of the Twistedhair, situated near some 
larch trees and a few bushes of the balsam-fir. It 
"'as built in the usual form, of sticks, mats, and 
dried hay; and although it contained no more than 
two ilres and twelve persons, was provided wi~h the 
eustomaryappendage of a small hut, to which fe", 
males in certain situations were to retreat. As soon 
as we halted at this place, we went with the 
Twistedhair to the spot where he had buried our 
saddles, and two other young Indians were de
spatched after the horses. Our hunters joined us 
with nothing but a few pheasants, the only deer 
'Which they killed being lost in the river. 'Ve there-. 
fore dined on soup made of the roots of cows, which 
we purchased of the Indians. Late in the afternoon 
the Twistedhair returned with about half the sad
dles we had left in the autumn, and some powder 
and lead which was buried at the same place. Soon 
after the Indians brought us twenty-one of our 
horses, the greater part of whom were in excellent 
~rder, though some had not yet recovered frOQl hard 
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usage, and three had sore backs. We were, how
ever, very glad to procure them ill any condition. 
Several Indians came down from the village of 
Tunnachemootoolt, and passed the night with us. 
The Cutnose and Twistedhair seem now perfectly 
reconciled, for they both slept in the h,!mse of the 
latter. The man who had imposed himself upon us 
as a brother of the Twistedhair also came and re
newed his- advances, but we now found that he was 
an impertinent proud fellow, of no respectability in 
the nation, and we therefore felt no inclination to 
cultivate his intimacy. Our camp was in an open 
plain, and soon became very uncomfortable, for the 
wind was high and cold, and the rain and hail, 
which began about seven o'clock, chS\uged in about 
two hours to a heavy fall of snew, which continued 
till after six o'clock, 

Saturday 10, the next morning, when it ceased. 
after covering the ground eight inches deep, and 
leaving the air keen and cold. We soon collected 
our horses, and after a scanty breakfast of roots, set 
out on a course south 35 degrees east, across the 
plains, the soil of which being covered with SIlOW, 

we could only judge from observiilg- ihat near the 
ravines, where it had melted, the mud was deep, 
black, and well supplied with quamash. The road 
was very slippery, and the snow stuck to the horses 
feet, and made them slip down very frequently. 
After going about sixteen miles, we came to the 
hills of Commearp creek, which are six hundred 
feet in height, but the tops of which only are co
vered with snow, the lower parts, as well as the 
bottom of the creek, having had nothing but raiD, 
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while it snowed in the high plains. On descending 
these hills to the creek, we reached, about four 
o'clock, the house of Tllnnachemootoolt, where was 
displayed the flag which we had given him, raised 
on a staff: under this we were received with due 
form, and then conducted a short distance to a good 
spot for an encampment on Commearp creek. We 
soon collected the men of cOllsin ration, and after 
smoking, explained how destitute we were of pro
visions. The chief spoke to the people, who imme
diately brought about two bushels of dried qua
mash roots, some cakes of the roots of cows, and a 
dried salmon trout: we thanked them for this sup
ply, but observed, that not being accustomed to 
live on roots alone, we feared that such diet might 
make our men/sick, and therefore proposed to ex
change one of ou r good horses, which was rather 
poor, for one that was fatter, and which we might 
kill. The hospitality of the chief was offended at 
the idea of an exchange; he observed, that-his 
people had an abundance of young horses, and that 
if we were disposed to use that food. we might have 
as many as we wanted. Accordingly they soon 
gave us two fat young horses, without asking any 
thing in return; an act of liberal hospitality much 
greater than any we have witnessed since crossing 
the Rocky mountains, if it be not, in fact, the only 
real hospitable treatment we have received in this 
part of the world. We killed one of the horses. and 
then telling the natives that we were fatigued and 
hungry, and that as soon as we were refreshed we 
would communicate freely with them., began to 
prepare our repast. 
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During this time a principal chief, called Hohas
tillpilp, came from his village, about SiK miles dis-
tant, with a party of fifty men, for the purpose of 
visiting us. We invited him into our circle, and he 
alighted and smoked with us, while his retinue, 
who had five elegant horses, continued mounted at 
oR short distance. While this was going on, the chief 
had a large leathern tent spread for us, and desired 
that we would make that our home while we re
mained at his village. We removed there, and 
having made a fire and cooked a supper of horse
beef and roots, collected all the distinguished men 
present, and spent the evening in explaining who 
we were, the objects of our journey, and g'iving 
answers to their inquiries. To each of the chiefs, 
Tunnachemootoolt and Hohastillpilp, we gave a 
small medal, explaining their use and importance 

. as honorary distinctions both among the whites and 
red men. Our men are delighted at once more hav
ing made a hearty meal. They have generally 
been in the habit of crowding the houses of the In
dians, and endeavouring to purchase provisions 011 

the best terms they could; for the inhospitality of 
the country was such, that in the extreme of hunger 
they were often obliged to treat the natives with 
but little ceremony: but this the Twistedhair had 
told us was disagreeable. Finding that these people 
are so kind and liberal, we ordered our men to 
treat them with great respect, and not to throng 
round their fires, so that they now agree per
fectly well together. After our conncil the In
dians felt uo disposition to retire, and our tent 
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was crowded w.th them all night. The next mor
ning, 

Sun~ay 11, we arose early, and breakfasted again 
on horse-fleph. This village Df TunnachemDotoolt is 
in fact Dnly a singl~ house, one hundred and fifty 
feet 1~llg, built after the Chopunnish fashion, with 
sticks, straw, and dried grass. It contains twenty
four fires, about double that number of familieF, 
all~ might perhaps muster one hundred fighting 
men. The usual outhouse, Dr retiring hut for fe
males, is uot D,Qlitted. Their chief subsistence is 
roots; and the noise made by the women in pound
,ng them, gives th~ hear,er the idea Df a nilil fac
tory. Yet, notwithstanding so many families are 
crowded tog,ether, the Chopunuish are much more 
cleauly, ill tl,leir persons and habitations, than any 
peopl~ we have met since we left the Ottoes on the 
river Platte. In the course of the morning, a chief, 
named V oompahkatim, a stout g.ood IDoking man, 
Df ahout forty years of age, who had IDst his left. 
eye, arrived from his village on the south side of 
I:-ewis's river. We gave him a small medal, and 
finding that there were now present theptincipal 
chiefs of the Chopunnish natiDn, Tutlllachemootoolt, 
the Brokenarm, NeeshnepahkeeoDk. Yoompah-ka
tim, and HohasJilLpilp~ whose rank is in the order 
they are mentioned, we thought this a favDurable 
moment to explain to them the intentiDns of our 
government. We therefDre collected the chiefs and 
,:arri~r8J a~ld haviug drawn a map of the relative 
IHtuatlOll o~ our country, Dn a mat. with a piece Df 
coal. d~_tall~d the nature and pDwer of the Ameri
~an nation. Its desire to' preierve harmony between 
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aU its red brethren', and its intention: of establishing 
trading houses for their relief and supp'ort. It was 
not without difficulty, nor till after liea:rly half the 
day was spent, that we were able to convey all this 
information to the Chopunnish, much of whi'ch might 
have been lost or distorted, in' its circuitous route 
th-r:ough a variety of languages; for in the first 
place, we spoke in English to' One of OUr men, who 
translated it into French, to Ch'aboneau; h'e inter
preted it to his wife in the Minnetaree language, 
and she then put it into Shoshonee, and the young 
Shoshonee prisoner explabled it to the Chopunnish 
in thei1' own dia:lect. At last we succeeded' in corrt:.. 
municatillg the impression we wished, and then ad:.. 
journe(l the council; after which We amused' them 
by showing the wond'ers of the compass, the spy
glass, the magnd, the watch and air-gun, each of 
which attracte(l its share of admiration. They said 
that after we had left the Minnetarees last au-

I 

turon, three young Chopunnish had gone over to 
that nation, who had mentioned our visit, and the 
extraorliinary articles'we had w'itbus, but they placed 
no confidence in it until now.' Among other persons 
present, was a youth, SOIl' of! the Chopunnish chief 
of much consideration killed' not IOilg ~ince by the 
Minnetarees of )1'ort de Prairie. As soon as the 
council was over, he btbught a very fine mare with 
a cdlt; ami hegged' us to accept them as a proof 
that he meant to purme our advice, for he had 
opened his ears to onr councils, which had made 
his h.eal't glad~ 'Ve now resumed our medical 
labours, and had a number of patients afflicted 
with Bcrophula, rheumatism and sore eyes, to all 
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which we administered very cheerfully as far as 
our skill ;> ,-:l supplies of medicine would permit. 
We also vil"ited a chief, who has for three years past 
so completely lost the use of his limbs, that he lies 
like a perfect corpse in whatever position he is 
place(l, yet he eats heartily, digests his food very 
well, has a regular pulse, and retains his flesh; in 
l'Ihort, were he not somewhat pale from lying so 
long out of the sun, he might be mistaken for a 
man in perfect health, This disease does not seem 
to he common; indeed, we have seen only three 
cases of it among the Chopunnish, who alone are 
afflicted with it. The scrophulous disorden we may 
readily conjecture to originate in the long confine
ment to vegetable diet, which may perhaps also 
increase the soreness of the eyes; but this strange 
disorder baffies at once our curiosity and our skill. 
Our assistance was again demanded early the next 
morning, 

:Monday 12, by a crowd of Indians, to whom we 
gave eye-water. Shortly after, the chiefs and war
riors held a council among themselves, to decide on 
the answer to our speech; and the result was, as 
we were informed, that they confided in what we 
had told them, and resolved to follow our ad vice. 
This resolution once made, the principal chief, 
Tunnachemootoolt, took a quantity of flour of the 
roots of cows, and going rouml to all the kettles 
and baskets, in which his people were cooking, 
thickened the soup into a kind of mush. He then 
began a harangue, making known the result of the 
deliberations among the chiefs, and after exhorting 
them to unanimity. concluded by an invitati9D, t9 
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aU who agreed to the proceedings of the coul~cil, 
to come and eat; while those who would not abide 
by the decision of the chiefs were requested to show 
their dissent by not partaking in the feast. During 
this animated harangue, the women, who were pro
bably uneasy at the prospect of forming this new 
connexion with strangers, tore their hair, and wrung 
their hands with the greatest appearance of distress. 
But the concluding appeal of the orator effectually 
stopped the mouths of every malcontent, and the 
proceedings were ratified, and the mush devoured 
with the most zealous unanimity. The chiefs and 
warriors then came in a body to visit us, as we were 
seated near our tent; and at their instance, two 
young men, one of whom was the son of Tunnache
mootoolt, and the other the youth whosf' father had 
been killed by the Pahkees, presented to each of 
1.16 a fine horse. We caused the chiefs to be seated. 
and gave everyone of them a flag, a ponnd of 
powder, and fifty balls, and a present of the same 
kind to the young men from whom we had recei ved 
the horses. They then invited us into the tent, and 
told us, that they now wished to answer what we 
had told them yesterday; but that many of their 
people were at that moment waiting in great pain 
for our medical assistance. It was therefore agreed, 
that captain Clarke, who is the favourite physidan. 
should visit the sick, while captain l,ewis would 
hold the council; which was accordingly opene<l 
by an 01J. man, .the father of Hohastillpilp. He 
began by declaring, that the nation haJ. listene(l 
with attention to our advice, and had only one heart 
~lld op.e tongue in declaring their determination to 
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follow it. They knew wen the advantages. of 
peaee, for they valued: the lives of their YOtlJlI 
men too much~ to expose them to the dangeril of 
war; and their desire to- live quietly with thett 
neighbours had ~nduced them last sammer to send 
three warriors· with a pipe to the Sh(H;honrees, in· the 
plains of Columbia south- of Lewis!s river. These 
ministers of peace had been kill:ed hy the Shosh()!
nees, agamst whom the nation imm:ediately took up. 
arms. 'fhey had met them la9t winter 311d kiB'Cd' 
forty-two men, with the loss of only three of their 
own party; ro that having reveng.ed' their decealSett 
tn'ethren, they would no· longer ~a;h;e war on the 

Shoshonees, but recei¥e them· as fri:ends. As to 
going with~ us. to the plains of the Missouri, they 
would: be very willing to d~ so, for though· the 
Blackfoot Indians and the Pahkees·}md shed much' 
of their blood, they still wished to live ip pe~ce, 
with them, But we had not yet seen either of the~ 
nations, and it wOldtl ther-ef().r.e be unsafe for them 
to venture, till they were assured of not being at
tacketl by them. Still, ho\"ever, some of their 
young men would accompany us acrosS· the moun
tains, and; if they could effect a peace with their 
enemies, the whole natton- would go over to the 
l\:lissouri in· the course of next summer. 011 our 
proposalthat one of the chiefs should go;With us to 
the country of the whites, they had not yet decided, 
but would let us know before we left them. Buf1 
that, at all events, the· whites- might calculate on 
their attachment and their best services; for though 
poor, their hearts were good. The snow was, how
ever, still so deep on the mountains; that';e should 
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perish in attempting the passage, but if we waited 
till after the next full moon, the snows would have 
sufficiently melted to enable our horses to subsist 011 

the grass. 
As soon as this speech was concluded, captain 

Lewis replied at some length: with this .they ap
peared highly gratified, and after smoking the 
pipe, made us a present of another fat horse for 
food. We, in turn, ga-ve the Brokenarm a phial 
of .eye-water, with directions to wash the eyes of 
all who should apply for it; and as we pr0mised to 
fill it agaiQ when it was exhausted, he seemed-very 
much pleased with our liberality. 'fo the Twisted
hair, who had last night collected six more horses, 
we gave a gun, a hundred balls, and two pounds of 
powder, and told him he should ha-ve the same 
quantity when we received the remainder of our 
horses. In the course of the day three more of them 
were brQught in, and a fresh exchange of small 
pt'e5'ents put the Indians in excellent humour. On 
our expr~siDg a wish to cross the rinr, and fortn a 
oomp, in order to hunt and fish till the snows had 
IRelted, ,they recommended a position a few miles 
distaftt, and promised to furnish us to-morrow with 
a C3Hoe t9 oross. We inyited the Twistedhair to 
settle near oar camp, far he has: several young 
sons, one of whom we hope to engage as a guide, 
alid he promised; to do so. Haying now settled all 
their- affairs, the Ind!ians divided themselves into 
hvo-l'ar'i~, and' began to play the game of hiding 
a bone, already desaribed as cotnmon to· all the 
natives of this country, which they continued play
ing {Qr-beads ami, other· ornaments. 

\ 



~60 LEWIS AND CLAltKE;S EXPEDITI(j~ 

CHAPTER XII. 

The party enc&lllp-amongst thl' Chopllnnish, antI receive further evidence of 
their hospitality-the Ind'an mode of boiling bear's 1Iesh-of gelding' 
horses-their mode of tleclJ)'ing the deer within reach of their arrows-cha
racter of the soil and climate in the Rocky mountains-varieties of climate
character of the natives-the'r dress aod ornaments-mode of burying the 
elead-th.,. party administ.,.r medical relief to the nativel!-one of the natives 
restored to the use of hi- limbs by sweating, and the curious process by 
"hi .. h pe"piration was excited-anotber proof of Chopllnnish hosllitality
success of th!'ir sweating prescription on the Indian chief-description of the 
homed lizard and a variety of insects-the attachment of the friends of a 
dying Indian to a tomahawk which he had stolen from the party, and which 
they-desired to bury with the hody-description of the river Tommanamah

the Indians return all answt'r to a proposition made by the party. 

Tuesday 13. OUR medical visits occupied us till 
a late hour, after which we collected our horses and 
proceeded for two miles ill a southeastern directions 
crossing a branch from the right, at the distanee of 
a mile. We then turned nearly north, and crossing 
an extensive open bottom, about a mile and a half 
wide, reached the bank of the Kooskooskee. Here 
we expected the canoe which they promised; but 
although a man had been despatched with it at the 
appointed time. he did not arrive before sunset. 
We therefore encamped with a number of Indians~ 
who had followed us from the village, and in the 
morning, 

Wednesday 14, after sending out some hunters 
transported the baggage by means of the canoe, 
and then drove our horses into the river, over which 
they swam without accident, although it is one 
hundred and fifty yards wide, and the current very 
rapid. We, then descended the river alJout half a 
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mile, and formed our camp on the spot which the 
Indians had recommended. It was abont forty paces 
from the river, and formerly an Indian habitation; 
hut nothing remailJed at present but a circle thirty 
yards in diameter, sunk in the ground about four 
feet, with a wall round it of nearly three and a 
half feet in height. In this place we deposited our 
baggage. and r,mnd its edges formed our tents of 
sticks and grass. This situation is in many respects 
advantageous. It is an extensive level bottom, 
thinly covered with long-leafed pine, with a rich 
soil, affording excellent pasture, and supplied, as 
well as the high and broken hills on the east and 
northeast, with the best game in the neighbour
hood; while its vicini ty to the river makell it con
venient for the salmon, which are now e¥pected 
daily. As soon as we had encamped, Tunllache
mootoolt and Hohastilpilp, with about twelve of 
their nation, came to the opposite side and began to 
sing, this being the usual token of friendship on si
milar occasions. We sent the canoe for them, and 
the two chrefs came over with several of the party, 
among whom were the two young men who had 
given us the two horses in behalf of the nation. Af
ter smoaking some time, Hohastilpilp presented to 
captain Lewis an elegant grey gelding, which he 
had brought for the purpose, and was perfectly sa~ 
tisfied at receiving in return a handkerchiet~ two 
hURdred balls, and four pounds of powder. 

The hunters killed some pheasants, two squirrels, 
and a male and a female bear, the first of which 
was la rge and fat, and of a bay colour; the second 
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meagre, grisly, aild 'of a smaller &'ize.They were 
of the species common to the upper part of the 
l\lissouri, and might well be termed the -varie
gated bear, for they are found occasionatly of a 
black grisly brown or red colour.. 'ifhe,re is every 
reason to believe them to be of precisely fhe £;llme 
I!Ipecies. Those of different colours are 'k,illed toge
ther, as in the case of these two, and as we fOUlld 

the white and bay associated togetlwron ·the Mis
souri; some nearly white were seen in ,this neigh
bourhood'by the hunters. Indeed, it is not common 
to find any'two bears of the same colour; ana,if the 
difference in colour were to constitute a distinction 
of species, the numherwould ·intrease to almost 
twenty. Soon after they killed a female bear with 
two' cubs. The'mother'was black, with a consider
able iiltermixture of white hairs and a 'white,spot 
011 the' breast. One of the' cubs was jet black, and 
the other of a light reddish' brown or bay colour. 
The foil of'these'V'ariegated' bears' is much fin·er, 
longer, and more abul'ldant,than that of the com
mon btac'k hear:' h-llt, the' most strilking- difference 
between them is, that' the fotmer 'are' lal'ger, hayti 
longer tusks, am longer as well as' blo,t\terl tal{)lls; 
tl~at they prey more on other animals; that· they 
lie neither so long nor so closely in' winter quarters, 
-al1(t never dtrnb a tree; however closely pressed by 
the hunters. This variegated bear, though' ppeci-
fically the same with those we met on the :Missouri. 
are by no means so fNocious,'probably. because of 
the scarcity of game, land ihehabit of living on 
roots ~ay have'weam!d them from the practices of 
;lttackmg and devourillg anim(lls. Still; howeve~, 
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they are not so pa~sive as the common black bear. 
-Whi!!h are also to be found here: for they have 
already fought with our hllnters, though with less 
fury than those on the other side of the mountains. 

A large part of the meat we gave to the Indians, 
-to whom it was a real luxury, as they scarcely taste 
flesh once in a month. They immediately prepulcd 
a large fire of dried wood, on which were thrown a 
numbt>r of smooth stones from the river. As SOO'1 as 
the fire went down, and the stones were heated. 
they were laifl next to each ether, in a level posi
tion, and covered with a quantity of branches of 
pine, on which were placed flitches of the bear, and 
th\ls placi11g the boughs and flesh alternately for 
several courses, leaving a thick layer of pine 011 

the top. .on this heap was then poured a smail 
quantity of water, aod the whole covered with 

, earth to the depth of four inches. After remaining 
in this stat-eabout three hours, the meat was taken 
off, 'and was really more tender than that which 
we had >boiled or roasted, though the strong flavour 
of the pi-ne -rendered it disagreeable to our palates. 
~hisrepast gave them much satisfaction, for though 

!they sometimes Jdll the black bear. yet they attack 
very reluctantly the furious variegated bear, and 
~mly whell ,they can pUl'sue him on horsebac,k, 
through the plains. and shoo,thim with arrows. 

The stone horses we found so troublesome, that 
we,have endeavoured to exchange them for either 
mares or geldings; but although we offered two 
for one. they were unwilling to barter. It was 
1herefore dete-rmined to castrate them; and bt'ing 
desirous of ascertaining 'th.e bestmetlwd of peform~ 
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iug this operation, two were gelded in the usual 
manner, while one of the natives trie(i the experi
ment in the Indian way, without tying the string 
of the stone, which he assured us was much the bet
ter plan, and carefully scraping the skin clean, and 
separating it from the adjoilling veins before cut
ting it. All the horses recovered: but we afterwards 
found, that those on which the Indian mode had 
been tried, although they bled more profusely at 
first, neither swell nor appear to suffer as much as 
the others, and recovered sooner; so that we are 
full y persuaded that the Indian method is prefera
ble to our own. 

May 15. As we shall now be compelled to pass 
some time in this neighbourhood, a number of 
hunters were sellt in different directions, and the 
rest were employed ill completing the camp. From 
this labour we however exempted five of the men, 
two of whom are afflicted with cholic, and the others 
complain of violent pains 'in the head, all which 
are occasioned, we presume, by the diet of roots, to 
which they have recently been confined. We se
cured the baggage with a shelter of grass, and 
made a kind of bower of the under pa~t of an old 
sail, the leathern tent being now too rotten for use, 
while the men formed very comfortable huts in the 
shape of the awning of a waggon, by means of 
willow poles and grass. Tunnachemootoolt and his 
young men left us this morning on their way home; 
and soon after we were visited by a party of four
teen Indians on horseback, going 011 a hunting ex
cursion, armed with bows and arrows. .:The chief 
,arne is the deer, and, whenever the ground will 
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permit, the favourite hunt is on horseback; but in 
the woodlands, where this is impracticable, they 
make use of a decoy. This consists of the skin of 
the head and upper part of the neck of a deer, kept 
in its natural shape by a frame of small sticks on 
the inside. As soon as the hunter perceives a deer, 
he conceals himself, and with his hand moves the 
decoy so as 10 represent a real deer in the act of 
feeding, which is done so naturally, that the game 
is seduced within reach of their arrows. 

We also exercised our horses by driving them 
together, so as to accustom them to each other, 
and incline them the less to separate. The next 
morning. 

Friday 16, an Indian returned with one of then1~
which had itrayed away in the night to a consi
derable distance; an instance of integrity and 
kindness by no means singular among the Cho
pnnnish. Hohastilpilp, with the rest of the natives 
left us to-day. The hunters who have as yet come 
in. brought nothing, except a few pheasants, so 
that we still place our chief reliance on the mush 
made of roots (among these the cows and the qua
mash are the principal) with which we use a small 
onion, which grows in great abundance, and which 
corrects any bad effects they may have on the 
stomach. The cows and quamash, particularly, in
cline to produce flatulency, to obviate which we 
employ a kind of fennel, called by the Shoshonees, 
yearhah, resembling anuiseed in flavour, and a. 
very agreeable food. 

In the course of the day two of the hunters brought 
in a deer. Th~ game they said was scarce; but they 
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had wounded three bear as white as sheep. Thti 
last hunters, who had left us yesterday, also came 
ill to-night, with information, that at the distanee 
of five or six miles they attempted to cross Collins's 
creek, 011 the other side, where game is most ahun

dant, lmt that they could not ford it with their 
horses, on -account of its depth, and the ·rapidity of 
tbe c'urrent. 

Saturday 17. It rained during fhe gre~lter part 
of the night, and our -flimsy covering bei-ng insuf
ficient for our protection, we lay in tbe water most 
of the time. "lihat was more unlucky, our chrollo'
meter 'became wet, and, ·in c-onseque)lCe, -sotnewhat 
rusty, but by care we hope to restore it. The laili 
-continued nearly the whole day, while on the high 
'plains-the snow is falling, and already two or ·~hFee 
. inches in depth. The :bad .weather confined us to 
the camp, and kept ,the Indians from us, so that for 
the first time since we left ·the narrows of the ,C~ 
lumbia, a day!has 'passed without our -being lYisited 
by any of the natives. 

ffhe coun:try along the Rocky mountain!!!, ,fotse
veral hundred miles, in length and about fi'ftlywide, 
is ahig'h: level plain; in 'aU its parts e:xtremely fer
tile, and in -many -places covered with a growth-0f 
tall long-leafed . pine. This plain is chiefly inter
rupted near the streams of water, where ,the hills 
are ·steep and lofty'; 'but ,tbe ,soil ;is 'good, -beiug 
unincumbered by much stone, ,and possesses mete 
timber than the Ie-vel country. Under .shelter of 
these hills, the bottom lands skirt the marg~n of the 
rivers, and though narrow and COllUDed, are still 
fertile and rarely inundated. Nearly thewholeef 
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this )Vid~ ~.e~ ;tract is cover,ed with ~ profusion of 
grassl~G,d plants, ~:hi.ch are at this time as high as 
the~. A,~ong ,these are a yariety ,of esculent 
pl11lnts and l(OQ~, acquired w.ithout much difficulty, 
IIlnd y.i131d~ng not pn,ly a n~ltritious, hut a very 
ag,reeable food. The air is p\lre and dry, the cli
mate quite ,as mild, ,if :Qot milder, than ,the same 
parallels of lati,tude'in .the ~tlantic states, and must 
be eq"ally he~lthy, fqr ,all the disorders which we 
have witnessed, rnay f~irlybe imputed more to the 
natuve of ,the ~ie,t than to any intcm.perance of cli
mate. Thisg~neral.opservation is, ofcourse, to he 
qualified, }since in ·the same tract of country the 
dflgrees ,of the ,combination ,of.heat and cold obey 
the influence of situation. TJms tp.e rains of the low 
grounds near our c,amp are ~I1PWS, ir. the high I plains; 
;lnd while the ,sun shines ,with intense heat in the 
~onfinedbottoms, ~the plail~s enjoy a much colder 
.air, ,and the ;v-eg,etatio~l is retarded at l~ast fifteen 
~lays,lwh.ile \~tlthe,£o,ot ~f,the mountains the snows 
~re fltiU ma-py! feet in q.e.pth; so t\lat within twenty 
miles, flf o,ur Ca,mIP, we o.h~erve the rigours of winter 
cold,,,the c091:;tir of ~pring, and the oppressive heat 
<>f ;m.ds1;l\l\mer.1Eyen on thep.1aills, however" where 
the snow :baSr f~llen,j it seems to do ~ut little injury 
to the grass a,lld, ,().~her, .plants, ,which, though appa
rently tel,der and,au;sc~.p~ible, are s~ill ,bloQming at 
~he> l)~ght.lpf,!n~arly eighteen inches through the 
,~1l0W. 'lnshort, this district affords ma!)y E1d,an
t~ges to settlers ;,and, if properly ~ultivated, would 
yield fvery Qbjec~,~u;~cessary f~r the ~ub~istel1ce and 
corp fort of civilized n~an. ' . 

TheChopUllllisl! are ill general ~~p,.lltl,wellf9,{~ed • . ' 
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and active; they have high, and many of them 
aqueline noses, and the general appearance of the 
face is cheerful and agreeable, though without any 
indication of gaiety and mirth. Like most of the 
Indians they extract their beards; but the women 
only pluck the hair from the rest of the body: that 
of the men is very often suffered to grow, nor does 
there appear to be any natural deficiency in that 
respect, for we observe several men, who, if they 
had adopted the practice of shav-ing, would have 
been as well supplied as ourselves. The dress of 
both sexes resembles that of the Shoshonees, and 
consists of a long shirt reaching to the thigh, leg. 
gings as high as the waist, moccasins and robes, all 
9f which are formed of skins. 

Their ornaments are beads, shells, and pieces of 
brass attached to different parts of the dress, or tied 
round the arms, neck, wrists, or thrown over the 
shoulders: to 1hese are added pearls and beads, sus~ 
pended from the ears, and a single shell of wampum 
through the nose. The head-dress of the men is a 
bandeau of fox or otter-skin, either with or without 
the fur, and sometimes an orna~ent is tied to a plait 
of hair, falling from the crown of the head: that of 
the women is a cap without rim, formed of bea ... 
grass and cedar bark; while the hair itself, of both 
sexes, falls in two rows down the front of the body. 
Collars of bears claws are also common. But the 
personal ornament most esteemed is a sort of breast
plate, formed of a strip of otter skin, six inches 
'Wide, C·.lt out of the whole length of the back of the 
ani~a~, including the head: this being dressed with 
the halT on, a hole is made at the upper end, through 

/ 
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which the head of the wearer is placed, and the skin 
hangs in front, with the tail reaching below the 
knee, and ornamented with pieces of pearl, red 
cloth, and wampum; or, in ~hort, any other fand ... 
ful decoration. Tippets also are occasionally worn. 
That of Hohastillpilp was formed of human scalps, 
and auorned with the thumbs and fingers of several 
men slain by him ill battle. 

The Chopulluish are among the most amiable 
men we have seen. Their character is placid and 
gentle, rarely moved into passion, and yet not often 
enlivened by gaiety. Their amusements consist in 
running races, shooting with arrows at a target, 
and they partake of the great and prevailing vice 
of gambling. They are, however, by no means so 
much attached to baubles as the generality of In
dians; but are anxious to obtain articles of utility, 
such as knives, tomahawks, kettles, blankets, and 
awls for moccasins. They have also suffered so much 
from the superiority of their enemies, that they are 
equally desirous of procuring arms and ammunition, 
which they are gradually acquiring; for the band 
of Tunnachemootoolt have already six guns, which 
they acquired from the 1\linnetarees. 

The ChOPUllllish Lury their dead in sepulchres. 
formed of boards, comtru<:ted like the roof of a 
house. The body is rolic-J in skins, and laid over 
olle another, separatEd by a board only, both above 
and below. 'Ve have sometimes se~n their ut:'ad 
buried in wooden boxes, and rOlled in skins in the 
manuer above m~ntioned. They sacrifice tI-.eir 

. horses. canoes, and every other species of property 
VOL.H. 3 A 
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to their dead; the bones of many horses are seen 
lying 10'l:l.I1d their sepulchres. 

Amohg the reptiles common to this country are 
the two speCies ()f iniiocetit snakes already described, 
and 'th'e rattle'shake, which last is of the same spe
cies as that of tIle Missouri; alitd, though abundant 
~here, is the only poisonous snake we have seen be
tween the Pacific and the Missouri. Besides these 
there are the cohlmorl black lizard ah(i the horned 
\izard. Of frogs there are several kilids, snch as 
the smitll gre~n tree frog, the small frog common 
in 'the United StateS, whi'ch croaks in the sptillg of 
the year, a. species df frog frequenting the water; 
much largoer than the bull-frog, ami in shape be
tween the 'delicate lel1gth of thebull.:.frog and the 
shorter and le'ssg-raceful form of the toad-'like; the 
last of "'hi'ch, how'ever, has its body, covered with 
little pustules Or himps: we have ne"er heard it 
make a noise of any kind. Neither the toad-bull
frog, tnemoc'casin-'smlke, nor the c6pperheaded
snake are to be found here. Captain Lewi's killed a 
'snake near the camp three fed eleven inches in 
h'ngth, alid inu'ch the (:'olou'r of the rattlesnake. 
There was no poisono'us' tooth to be fotind,.It had 
two hUIulred andeigliteen scuta on th'-e abdomen, 
and fifty-nine squama or half-fotmed scu'ta on the 
tail. The eye was of a moderate -size: the iris of a 
dark yellowish brown, and the pupil black. The're 
was nothing remarkable in tlIe form of the head, 
which was not so wide across the jaws as that of 
the poisonous class of snakes usually are. 

There is a species of lizard, which we haye called 
the horned lizard, abotlt 'the size, and much re-
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sembling in ij,gure, the ordin~r;y ~I~ck Fzanl. The 
beIIy is, notwithstanding, br.oadfr. the t~il shorter, 
and .the action much slower #t~w the o:rdinary Ii·,. 
~ard. It crawls like the t.oa.d, is of abrowJ:l.colour, 
and interspersed with yellow;is,b. .hro,wn spots; i~ is 
covered with minute shel1s,in~er~p.e,s,eti with li,ttle 
horny proj.ections like prickLes, Qut.he u,pper p~ut 
of the body. The belly and throatresewble the 
frogs, and are of a light yellowish ,brown. Th~ 

edge of the belly is regularly b~et witll these 
horny projections, which give ,to ~se edges a ~er
.rate figure; the eye is smal) and of a dark c~lour. 
Above and behind the eyes are several projection, 
of the, hone, which .being .armed at the exVemities 
with a ,firm .hlac~ s~~st,lOce, havingthe appearal.lc~ 
ofhqrns spro~ting from the he,&d, hlls illd~ced 1.1,8 

to call it the horned lizard. These animals ~re 
found in great abundance in the salldy parts of the 
pl1\ins, and after a shower of rain are seenbas~ing 
iuthe .sun. For the greatest part of the time trey 
are conccalt;d in.,holes. Th.ey are fourd ~n g,re&t 
numbers on the banks of theMi~ollri, and in the 
plaius through which ,weha~~ ,passed above the 
W ollawollahs. 

Most of the insects CQt:rlrnon to the United $tates 
are ,seen in this.c~)Untry; ~uchJls t4e butterfly, the 
co~mon housefly, .the J:>lq~ingf1y I, tb.e, r,orsetl y, ex
cept one species .of it, the.golrl7colpurell e,artly, the 
.place of ;which iSiSUppli.ed by,a.fly qf a lnqwn co
lour, which attaches itselLto the same • part Qf ,the 
horse, .and is equally troublesome. 'Tht,'re are like
wise nearly all ,the varieti.es .of beetles known in 
lile Atlantic sta~~sl except'J tile large cow );leetle~ 
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and thf' black beetle, commonly called the tumble
bug. Neither the hornet, the wasp, nor the yellow
jacket, inhabit this part of the country; but there 
is an insect, resembling the last of these, though 
much larger, which is very numerous, particularly 
in the Rocky mountains and on the waters of the 
Columbia; the body and abdomen are yellow, with 
transverse circles of black, the head black, and the 
wings, which are four in number, of a dark brown 
colou r: their nests are built in the ground, and re
sFmhle that of the hornet, with an outer covering 
to the comb. These i.lsects are fierce, and sting 
very sf'verely, so that we found them very trouble
some in frightening our horses as we passed the 
mountains. The silk-worm is also found here, as 
well as the humble-bee, though the honey-bee is 
110t. 

J\Iay IS. Twelve hunters set out this morning 
after bears, which are now our chief dependence; 
but as they are at this time ferocious, the hunters 
hen,,; 'rwa,.d never go except in pairs. Soon after 
they left us, a party of Chopunnish erected a hut 
on the opposite side of the river, in order to watch 
the salmon, which is expected to arrive every day. 
For this purpose they have constructed with sticks 
a kind of wharf, proiecting about ten feet into the 
river, and three feet above its surface, on the extre
mity of which one of the fishermen exercised him
self with a scooping-net, similar 1;0 that mecl in our 
country: hut after several hours labour he was still 
unsuccessful. In the course of the morning three 
lndians called at our camp and told us that they 
J~qd been hunting near the place where we p1« 
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the Chopunnish last autumn, and which is called 
by them the Quamash Grounds, but after roaming' 
about for several d"!-ys had killed nothing. We 
gave them a small piece of meat, which, they said, 
they would keep for their small children, who were 
very hungry; and then, after smoking, took leave 
of us. Some of our hunters returned almost equally 
unsuccessful. They had gone over the whole 
country between Collins's creek and the Koos
lwoskee, to their junction, at the distance of ten 
miles, without seeing either a deer or bear, and at 
last brought in a single hawk and a salmon dropped 
by an eagle. This last was not in itself considerable, 
but gave us hopes of soon seeing that fish in the 
river, an event which we ardently desire, for though 
the rapid rise of the river denotes a great decrease 
bf snow on the mountains, yet we shall not be able 
to leave our camp for some time. 

Monday 19, after a cold rainy night, during the 
greater part of which we lay in the water, the wea
ther became fair, and we then sent some men to a 
village above us, on the opposite side, to purchase 
some roots. They carried with them, for this pur
pose, a small collection of awls, knitting-pins, an(L 
armbands, with which they obtained several bush
els of the root of cows, and some bread of the same 
material. They were followed by a train of inva
lids from the village, who came to ask for our as
sistance. The men were generally afflicted with 
sore eyes, but the women had besides this a variety 
of other disorders, chiefly rheumatic, a violent paill 
and weakness in the loins, which is a common cem~ 

. plaint ~mong the females, and one of them seeme<\ 
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much dejected, and, as we thought from the account 
of her disease, hysterical. We gave her thirty drops 
t>f laudanutn, and after a(lministering ey.e-water, 
and rubbing the rheumatj..c patients with vol .. ~ile 
liniment, and giving cathart~cs to others, they all 
thought themselves muph r~lievedf ~nd retur-nell 
highly sa tisned to the village. We were fortunate 
enough to retake one of the horses OQ whidilwe 
crossed the Rocky mountains in the aut'q~\1, and 
which had becQme almost wiJdsince that time. 

Tuesday 20. Again it rained during the l)igh't, 
and ,the g.reater part of this ~ay. Our hunters 
were out .in different (iirectiolls, ,but though they 
fla w a bear and a deer or two, they pnly killed one 
of the latter, which pFoved to\le pf the muled~r 
species. The next .day. 

Wednesday 21, finding the rain ·still continue 
we left our ragged sail tent, and formed a hut with 
willow poles and grass. The rest of (the men were 
occupied in building acauoe for present ,use. as the 
lndiaus promise to give us a horse for it when we 
leave them. We received nothing fl'om,-our hunters 
except a single sandhill crane. which are ,very 
abundant in this neighbourhood, and consllmed at 
dinner the last morsel of-meat which we had. As 
there now 'seems but little probability ,of our pro
curing a stock of dried meat, and the fish. is as yet 
au uncertain resource, ·we made a division of all 
our stock of merchandise, 'so as to enable the men 
10 purcha~e a store-of roots-and bread for themoull
tains. ", e might ourselves collect those roots, but 
as there are several species of hemlock growing 
among tl1e cows, !Iud difficult to bedistinguish~ 
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from that plant, we are afraid to suffer the men to 
collect them, lest the party might be poisoned by 
tnistaking them. On parcelling out the stores, the 
stock of each man was found to consist of only one 
awl and one khitting-pin, half an ounce of vermil
Hon, two needles, a few skeins of thread, an{l about 
a yard of riband-a slender means of bartering for 
our subsistence; but the men have been now so 
much accustomed to privations, that neither the 
want of meat, nor the scanty funds of the party. 
excite the least anxiety among them. 

Thursday 22. We availed ourselves of the fair 
weather to dry our baggage and store 'of roots, antI 
being still without meat, kille(l one of our colts, in
tendin'g to reserve the other three for the moun
tains. In the afternoon we were amused by a large 
party of Indians, on the opposite side of the river, 
hunting on horseback. After riding at full speed 
down the steep hills, they at last drove the deer into 
the river, where we shot it, and two Indians imme
diately pursued it on a -raft, and took it. Several 
hun:tets, who had gone to a considerable distanc~ 
near the mountains, returned with five deer. They 
-had purchased 'also two red salmon trout, which the 
Indians say rem'ain in this river during the greater 
part of the winter, but are not good at this season, 
asH 'in fact appeared, for they were very meagre. 
The salmon, we understand, are now arrived at 110 

g'reat distance, in Lewis's river, but some days will 
yet elapse before they come up to this place. This, 
-as well as the scarcity of game, -made us wish to 
remove lower down; but 011 examination we found 
that there wal no place ill that direction calculate(l 
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for a camp, and therefore resolved to remain in our 
present position. Some uneasiness has been excited 
by a report, that two nights ago a party of Sho
shonees had surrounded a Chopunnish house, on the 
south side of Lewis's river, but the inhabitants ha
ving discovered their intentions, had escaped with
out injury. 

Friday 23. The hunters were sent out to make a 
last effort to procure provisions, hut after examin
ing the whole country between Collins's creek and 
the Kooskooskee, they found nothing except a few 
pheasants of the dark brown kind. In the mean
time we were visited by four Indians, who had come 
from a village on Lewis's river, at the distance of 
two day's ride, who came for the purpose of pro
curing a little eye-water: the extent of our medi
cal fame is not a little troublesome, but we rejoice 
at any circumstance which enables us to relieve 
these poor creatures, and therefore willingly washed 
their eyes, after which they returned home. 

Saturday 24. This proved the warmest day we 
have had since our arrival here. Some of our men 
visited the village of the Brokenarm, and exchanged 
some awls, which they had made of the links of a 
small chain belonging to one of their steel traps, 
for a plentiful supply of roots. 

Besides administering medical relief to the In
dians, we are obliged to devote much of our time 
to the care of our own invalids. The child of Saca
jawea is very unwell; and with one of the men we 
have ventured an ex-periment of a very robust na
ture. He has been for some time sick, but has noW 
recovered his flesh, eats heartily and digests well, 
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hut has so great a weakness in the loins, that he 
cannot walk, or even sit upright, without extreme 
pain. After we had in vain exhausted the resources 
of our art, one of the hunters mentioned, that he 
had known persons in similar situations restored by 
violent sweats, and at the request of the patient, 
we permitted the remedy to be applied. For this 
purpose, a hole, ahout four feet deep and three in 
diameter, was dug in the earth, an(1 heated well by 
11 large fire in the bottom of it. The fire was then 
taken out, and an arch formed over the hole, by 
means of willow poles, and covered with several 
blankets, so as to form a perfect awning. The 
patient being stripped naked, was seated under 
this on a bench, with a piece of board for his feet, 
~nd with a jug of water sprinkled the bottom and 
sides of the hole, so as to keep up as hot a steam as 
he could bear. After remaining twenty minutes 
in this situation he was taken out, immediately 
plunged twice in cold water, and brought back to 
the hole, where he resumed the vapour bath. During 
all this time he drank copiously a strong infusion 
of horse-mint, which was used as a substitute for 
the seneca root, which our informant said he had 
seen employed on these occasions, but of which 
there is none in this country. At the end of thrpe 
quarters of an hour he was again withdrawn from 
the hole, carefully wrapped, and suffererl to cor)} 

gradually. This operation was performed yest t'~'
day, and this mornlllg he walked about, and is 
nearly free from pain. Ahout eleven o'clock a 
canoe arrived with three Indians, one of whom wall 

YOLo II. 3 B 
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the poor creature who had lost th.e use of his limblJ, 
anI for Wh0Se recovery the natives seem very 
anxious, as he is a chief of considerable rank amoog 
them. His situation is beyond the reach of our 
skill. He complains of no pain in any particular 
limb, and we tlreref6re think his disorder callnot be 
rheumatic, as his limhs would have been more 
dimitusheil if his di~ase had been a paralytic affec
tion. ,Yc had already ascribed it to his diet of 
roots, and had recommended his living on fish and 
flesh, alid using the cold bath every morning, with 
a dose of cream: of tartar or flowers of sulphur 

-every third day. These prescriptions seem to havt 
been of little avail; but as he thinks himself some
what better from them, we concealed our ignorance 
by giving him a few drops of lagdam~m, and 3. 

little portable soup, with a promise of sweating'hilrt 
as we had done oor own man. On attempting it, 
how~ver, in the maming, 

Sunday 25, 'We fOllnd that he was too weak to 
sit up or be suppo-rted in the hole: we therefare told 
the Indians that we knew of no other remedy ex:
cept frequent perspirations in their own sweat
houses, accompanied by drinking large qt1Antit~s 
of the decoctioft of Horse-mint, which wepomted 
out to them. Three hunters 8et out to hunt towards 
the Qnama'Sh flats, if they coo ld P'IlSS CoUins's creek ; 
others crossed the river for the same purpose, and 
one of the men was sent to 11 village on the opposite 
side, about eight miles abov<e us: nearly all the in
habitants were either hunting, digging roots, or 
fishing in Lewis·s river, from which they had 
brought several fine salmon. In the course of the 
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day some of our hunters wounded • female bear 
with two cubs, olle of which was white aud the 
other perfectly black. 

The Indians who accompanied the sick chief are 
so anxious f6r his safety that they remai~ed with 
us all night, and in the morning, 

Monday 26, when we gave him some cream of 
tartar and portable soup, with directions how to 
treat him, they still lingered about us, in hopes we 
might do something effec~ual, though we desired 
~hem to take him home. , 

The hunters sent out yesterday returned with 
Hohastillpilp, and a number Qf inferior chiefs and 
warriors. They had passed Commearp creek at the 
distance of Ol}e and a half miles, and a larger creek 
three miles beyond; they then wellt on till they 
were ~~opped by a large creek ten miles above our 
eamp, and tillding it too deep and rapid to pass, 
~hey returned home. On their way tl1£Y stopped at 
a village four miles up the second creek, which we 
have never visited, and where they purchased bread 
and roots 011 very moderate terms; an article of 
intelligence very pleasing at the present moment, 
when our stock of meat is again exhausted. We 
have, however, still agre~ahle prospects, for the 
river is rising fast, as the snows visibly diminish, 
and we saw a salmon ill the river to-day. We also 
completed onr canoe. 

Tuesday 27. The horse which the Indians gave 
us some time ago had gone astray, but in OUT pre
sent deartb of provisions we searched fOT him and 
~illed him. Observing' that we were in want of 
fe~, ~Qhasti]pilp informed ~s that most of thf: 
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horses which we saw running at large belonged to 
him or his people, and requested that whenever we 
wished for any meat, we would make use of them 
without restraint. We have, indeed, on more than 
one occasion had to admire the generosity of this 
Indian, whose conduct presents a model of what is 
due to strangers in distress. A party was sent to 
the village discovered yesterday, and returned with 
a large sVpply of bread and roots. Sergeant Ordway 
and two men were also despatched to Lewis's river, 
about half a day's ride to the south, where we 
expect to obtain salmon, which are said to be very 
abundant at that place. The three men WllO had 
attempted to go to the Quamash flats, returned with 
five deer; but although they had proceeded some 
distance up Collins's creek, it contined too deep for 
them to cross. The Indians, who accompanied the 
chief, were so anxious to have the operation of 
sweating him performed under our inspection, that 
we determined to gratify them by making a second 
attempt. The hole was therefore enlarged, and the 
father of the chief, a very good looking old man, 
went in with him, and held him in a proper posi .. 
tion. This strong evidence of feeling is directly op
posite to the received opinions of the insensibility of 
savages; nor are we less struck by the kindness and 
attention paid to the sick man by those who are 
unconnected with him, which are the more surpri~ 
sing, as the long illness of three years might be 
supposed to exhaust their sympathy. We could not 
produce as complete a perspiration as we desired, 
and after he was taken out he complained of suf .. 
fering considerable pa~n, which we relieved with Il 
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few drops of laudanum, and he then rested well. 
The next morning, 

Wednesday 28, he was able to use his arms, feels 
better than he has done for many months, and sat 
up during the greater part of the day. 

We sent to the village of Tunnachemootoolt for 
bread and roots, and a party of hunters set out to 
hunt up a creek about eight miles above us. In the 
evening another party, who had been so fortunate 
as to find a ford across Collins's creek, returned from 
the Quamash flats with eight deer, of which they 
saw great numbers, though there were but few 
bears. Having now a tolerable stock of meat, Wi 

were occupied during the following day, 
Thursday 29, in various engagements in the 

camp. The Indian chief is still rapidly recovering, 
alld for the first time during the last twelve months 
had strength enough to wash his face. We had in
tended to repeat the sweating to-day, but a~ the 
weather was cloudy, with occasional rain, we de
ferred it. This operation, though violent, appears 
highly efficacious; for our own man, on whom the 
experiment was first made, is recovering his strength 
very fast, -and the restoration of the chief is won
derful. He continued to improve, and on the fol
lowing day, 

Friday 30, after a very violent sweating, was 
able to move one of his legs and thighs, and some 
of his toes; the fingers and arms being almost en
tirely restored to their former strength. Parties 
were sent out as usual to hunt, and trade with the 
Indians. Am(l)ng others, two of the men, who had 
pot yet exchanged their stock of merchandise for 
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Toots, crossed the river, for that purpose, in our 
boat. But as they reached the eppo!lite shore, the 
'Violence of the current drove the boat broadfiide 
against some trees, and she immediately filled and 
went to the bottom. With difficulty one of the men 
was saved, but the boat itself, with three blanket~, 
3 blanket-coat, and their small pittance of merchan
dise, were irrevocably lost. 

Saturday 31. Two men visited. the Indian vil
lage, where they purchased a dressed bear skill, of 
a uniform pale reddish brown colour. which the 
Indians caUed yackah. in contradistinction to hob
host, or the 'white bear. This remark induced us to 
inquire more particularly into their opinions as to 

the several species of bears; and we therefQre pro
duced all the skins of that allima~ which W~ had 
killed at this place, and also one very nearly Whi1e, 
'Which we had purchased. The natives immediately 
classed the white, the deep and tbe pale grizzly 
red. the grizzly dark brown, in short, all those 
'With the extremities of the hair of a white or frosty 
colour, without regnrd to the colour of the ground 
of the foil, lHlder the name af hahhost. They 
assured us, that they were all of the same species 
with the white bear; that they associated together, 
bad IOllger nails than the others, and neTer climbed 
trees. On the other hand the black skins, those 
which were black with a number of entire white 
hairs intermixed, or with a white breast, the un,
form bay, the brown and light reddish brown, were 
ranged under the class yackah, and were said to 
resemble each other in being smaller, and having 
.horter nails than Ute white bea.r, in climbing tree4 
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amI being so little viCtollS that t.hey could be pur
sued wi.th sa-fety. This distinction of the IndiaD$ 
seems to be well-fouuded,· and we are illclilled. t~ 
believe, 

First, That tIle white or grizzly bear of this 
Ileighhourhood f'Orm a distinct speei~s, which, more
over, is the same with those of the same colour on 
the upper part of the Missouri, where the other 
speci.es are not fonnd. 

SecOf.ld. That the black and reddish hro\v~, &c. 
is a second ~pecies, equally distinct from the wh.ite 
bear of this country. as from the "Wack bear of the 
Atlantic and Pacific oceans, which two last seem 
to form only one specieil. The eommon black beal' 
is indeed unknown in this country; fo'.1' the bear of 
which ",,-care speaking, thollgh in most respects 
similar, differs from it in having much finer, thi.cker, 
and longer hair, with a greater proportion of fur 
mixed with it, and also ill having a variety of 
colours, wllHe the common black bear has no inter
mixture Dr ehallge of colour,' but is of a uniform 
hl8iCk. 

III the <courseof' the day the natives hrO'ught us 
p.a;other ·0fwr wiginaJ st<i>ck of horses, of wllich we 
have DOW rooovered all except two.; alild thoiile. we 
are iBformed.. were taken back by our Sbasool'lee 
gaidre, 'When he returned hDme. Theyamoullt to 
lIirc:ty-tivlC., and nJ.0Bt of the,mnne !Strong activ.e 
Mrses, :in !exceUent order. 

Sunday, .JUDe I. Two of our men.. who had hee»; 
up the river to trade with the Indians, Tetm~edl 
..qui~ u1lSueoossfnl. Nearly opposite to the villa.ge, 
.their hoW! feU with 7ti~ load, down aste.ep cliff, 
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into the river, across which he swam. An Indian; 
on the opposite side, drove him hack to them, but 
in crossing most of the '8rticles were lost, and the 
paint melted. Understanding their intentions, the 
Indians attempted to corne over to them, but hav
ing no canoe, were obliged to use a raft, which 
struck on a rock, upset, and the whole store of roots 
and bread were destroyed. This failure completely 
exhausted our stock of merchandise; but the remem
brance of what we so ffered from cold and hunger, 
during the passage of the Rocky mountains, makes 
us anxious to increase our means of subsistence and 
comfort, when we again encounter the same incon
venience. We therefore created a new fund, by 
cutting off the buttons from our clothes, preparing 
some eye-water and basilicon, to which were added 
some phials, and small tin boxes, in which we 11a(1 
once kept phosphorus. With this cargo two men set 
out in the morning, 

:Monday 2, to trade, and brought home three 
bushels of roots and some bread, which, in our situ
ation, was as important as the return of an East 
India ship. In the meantime, several hunters went 
across Collins's creek, to hunt on the Quamash 
grounds, an(l the Indians informed us, that there 
wer£~ great quantities of moose to the southeast of 
the east branch of Lewis's river, which they call 
the Tommanamah. We had lately heard, that some 
Indians, who reside at some distance, on the south 
side of the Kooskooskee, are in possession of two 
tomahawks, one of which was left at our camp at 
Moschetto creek, the other had been stolen while 
we were encamped at the Chopunnish last autumn. 
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This last we were anxious' to obtain', in order to 
give to the relations of ouI' unfortunate companion, 
sergeant Floyd, to whom it o'l'lce belonged. "'\\' e 
tlletefore sent Drewyer yesterday, with Neeshbe
pahkeeook and Hohastillpilp, tile two chiefs, to de
mand it. On their arrrval, it seemed that the pre
sent owner, who had purchase'd it from the thief, 
was at the point of death:; so that his relations were 
unwilling to give it up, as they meant to hury it 
in the grave with the deceased. But the influence 
of Neeshnepahkeeook at leng'fh s~cc~eded; and.' 
they consented to surrender the tomahawk on re
ceiving two stran!ds of beads and a handkerchief 
from Drewyer, and from each of the chiefs a horse, 
to be kiHed at the funeral of the deceased, accord
ing to the custoIh of the country. 

Soon after theIr retur!'l sergeant Ordway and his 
party, for wh'ose safety we had now beco~e ex
tremely anxious, came home from Lewis's river 
with sorne rpots of cows and seventeen salmon. The 
distan'Ce, however, froni which they were brought 
,vas so great, that most of them were nearly spoiled; 
but such as continued sound were extremely deli
cious, the flesh being of a fine rose colour, with a 
small mixture of yellow, alld so fat, that they were 
cooked very well without' th'e addition of any oil or 
grease. 

When they set out on the 27th, they had hoped 
to reach the salmon thhery in the course of that 
day; hut tl'1e route hy which the guides le~ them 
'Was so circuitous, that they rode seventy miles be
fore'they reached their place of destination, in the 
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evening of the 29th. After going for twenty miles 
up the Commearp creek, through an open plain, 
broken only by the hills and timber along the creek. 
thtW then entered a high. irregular. mountainous 
country, the soil of which was fertile. and well sup
plied with pine. Without stopping to h~mt. although 
they saw great quantities of deer. and some of the 
bighorn. they hastened for thirty mile~ across this 
district to the Tommanamah. or east branch of 
Lewis's river; and not finding any salmon, descend
ed that stream for twenty miles. to the fishery at a 
",hort distance below its junction wjth the south 
branch. Both these forks appear to come from or 
enter a mOllntainous country. The Tommanamah 
itself, they said, was about one hundred and fifty 
yards wide; its banks, for the most partt formed of 
f?olid perpendicular rocks, rising to a great height, 
and as they passed along some of its bills, they 
found that the snow had not yet disappeared, and 
the grass was just springing up. I During its whole 
course it presented one continued rapid. till at the 
fishery itself, where the river widens to the space 
of two hundred yards. the rapid is nearly as consi
derl!-bl~ as at the great rapid$ of the Columbia. 
Here the Indians have erected a large house of split 
timber, one hundred and fifty feet long. and thirty
five wide. with a flat roof; and at this season is 
much resorted to by the men. while the wpmen are 
employed in collecti~g ropis. After remaining a 
day and purchasing some fish. they returned home. 

Tuesday 3. Finding that the salmon has not yet 
9ppeared along the shores. as the Indians assured u~ 
~hey would in a few days~. f!n~ that all tlw salm~~ 

. - I· • . 
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\'I hich they themselves use are obtained from Lewisis 
river, we hegin to ldse our hopes of subsisting od 
tl1em. We are too poor, and at too great a distance 
from Lewis's river, to purchase fish at that place; 
and it is not probable, that the river will fall suffi';' 
riently to take them before we leave this place. 
Our Indian friends ~ent an express to-day over the 
mountains ttl Tr a veller's-rest, in order to procure 
intelligence from the Ootlashoots, a band of Flat..;. 
heads, who have wintered 011 the east side of the 
mountains, and the same band which we first met 
on that river. As the route was deemed practicable 
for this express, we also proposed setting out; but 
the Indians dissuaded us from attempting it, as 
many of the creeks, they ~aid, were still too deep 
to be forded; the roads very deep and slippery, and 
)10 grass as yet for our horses; but in twelve or 
fourteen days we shall no longer meet with the 
same obstacles: we therefore determined to set out 
iii a few days for the Quamash flats, in order to lay 
in a store of provisions, So as to cross the mountains 
about the fuiddle of the month. 

For the two fnllowing days we contihued hunt
ing in our oWn neighbourhood, and by means of 
our own exertions, and trading with the Indians for 
trifling articles, succeeded in procurillg as much 
bread and roots, besides other food, as will enable 
us to subsist during the passage of the illOU nta illS. 

The old chief in the meantime gradually recovered 
the use of his limbs, and our own man was nearly 
restored to his former health. The Indians who hafi 

been with us now returned, and invited us to their 
"illage on the following day j 
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Friday, June 6, to give their final answer to a 
number of proposals Wh~ch we ha.d made to them. 
Neeshnepahkeeook then informed us, that they 
could not accomp~ny us, as we wished, to the Mis
souri; but that in t4e hatter end of the summer they 
meant to cross t,he mountain and spend the winter 
to the eastward. We 11(~d also requested some of 
t11eir young men to go with us, so as to effect a re
conciliation between them and the Pahkees, in case 
we should meet these last. He answered, that some 
of their young men would go with tIS, but they 
were not selected for that ptIrpo~ej nor could they 
be until a general rpeeting of the whole nation, 
who were to meet in the plain on Lewis'~ river, at 
the head of Commearp. This meeting wquld take 
place in ten or twelve days, and if we set out be
fore that time; the young men should follow us. We 
therefore depend but little on their aS$istance ~s 
guides, but hope to engage, for that purpose, som,e 
of the Ootlashoots near Traveller's-rest creek. 80011 
after this communication, which was followed by a 
present of dried quamash, we were visiteU by Ho
hastilpilp and several others, among whom were 
the two young chiefs who had given us horses $ome 
time ago. 



UP THE MISSOURI· ~89 

CHAPTER XIII. 

The party mingle in the diversions of the Willetpos Indians, a tribe hitherto 
unnoticed-their joy on the prospect of a return-description of the vegeta
bles growing on the Rocky mountains-various preparations made to re
sume their joulney-the party set out, and arrive at lIungry creek-the se
rious and desponding dilliculties that obstructed their progress-they are 
compelled to return, and to wait for a guide across the mountains-their 
distress for waDt of provisions-they resolve to return to the Qnamash lIats 
-they are at last so fortunate as to procure Iridian guides, with whom they 
resume their journey to the falls of the Missouri-the dan/!er of the route 
d_ribed-their scarcity of provisions, and the dangtr of their journey. their 
course lying along the ridges of the mountains-description of the warm 
springs, where the party encamp-the fondness of the Indians for bathing 

in tb~m. 

Saturday, June 7,1806. THE two young chiefs 
returned after breakfast to their village on Com
mearp creek, accompanied by several of our men, 
who were sent to purchase ropes and bags for pack
ing, in exchange for some parts of an old seine, 
bullets, old files, and pieces of iron. In the evening 
they returned with a few strings but no bags. Ho
hastilpilp crossed the river in the course of the day, 
and brought with him a horse, which he gave one 
of our men, who had previously made him a present 
of a pair of Canadian shoes or shoepacks. We were 
all occupied in preparing packs and saddles for our 
journey; and as we intend to visit the Quamash 
flats on the 10th, in order to lay in a store of provi
sions for the journey over the mountains, we do not 
suffer the men to disturb the game in that neigh
bourhood. 

Sunday 8. The Cutnose visited us this morning, 
with ten or twelve waniors; among these were two 
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belonging to a band of Chopunnish which we hid 
not yet !feen, who call themselves WilIetJios, and 
teside 011 the south side of Lewis's river. One of 
them gave a good horse, which he rode, in exchange 
for one of ours, which was unahle to cross the moun
tains, on receiving a tomahawk in addition. We 
were also fortunate in exchanging two other horses 
of inferior value for others much better, without 
giving any thing else to the purchaser. After these 
important purchases, several foot-races were run 
between our men and the Indians: the latter, who 
are very active, and fond of these races, proved 
themselves very expert, and one of them was as 
fleet as our swiftest runners. After the races were 
over, the tnen divided themselves into- two parties, 
and played prison bars; an exercise which we are' 
desirous of encouraging, before we begin the pas-' 
sage over the mountains, as several of thetn are be..l 
coming lazy from inaction. At night these gl'lme!# 
were concluded by a dance. One of the Indians in .. 
formed us, that We could not pass the mountainS' 
before the next full moon, or about the ttrst of July; 
because, if we attempted it before that time, the 
horses woul<l be forced to travel three days with
out food on the top of the mountains. This intelli
gence was disagreeable, as it excited a doubt as to 
the most proper time f6r passing the mountains; 
but having no time to lose, we are' determined to 
risk the hazards, and start as soon as the Indians 
generally consider it practicable, which is about 
the middle of this month. 

IV[ollday 9. OUf success yesterday encouraged us 
to attempt to exchange some more of out horsd, 
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whose backs were unsound, but we could dispose 
of one only. Hohastilpilp, who visited us yesterday, 
left us with several Indians, for the plains near 
I"ewis's river, where the whole nation are about to 
assemble. The Brokenarm too, with all his people, 
stopped, 011 their way to the general rendezvous at 
the same place. The eutnose, or Neeshnepahkeeook, 
borrowed a horse, and rode down a few miles after 
some young eagles.' He soon returned with two of 
the grey kind, nearly, grown, wJ.1ich he meant to 
raise for the sake of the feathers. The young chief, 
who some time since made us a present of two horses, 
came with a party of his people, and passed the 
night with us. The river, which is about one hun
dred and fifty yards wide, has been discharging vast 
bodies of water; but, notwithstanding its depth, the 
water has been nearly transparent, and its tempe
rature quite as cold as our best spring~. For several 
qflY~, however, the river has been falling, and is 
Ilow six feet lower than it has been; a strong proof 
that the great body of SIlOW has left the mountains. 
It is, indeed, nearly at the same height as when we 
arrived here; a. circumstance, which the Indians 
consider as indicating the time when the mountains 
lllay be crossed. We shall wait, however, a few 
days, because the roads must still be wet and slip
pery, and the grass on the mountains will be im
proved in a short time. The men are in high spirits 
at the prospect of setting out, and amused them.,. 
selves during the afternoon with different games~ 

Tuesday 10. After collecting our horses, which 
took much time, we set out at eleven o'clock for 
the Quamash flats. Our stqck is now very abun-



39:2 LEWI8 AND CLAltKE'S EXPEDITION 

dant, each m~lI1 being well mounted, with a small 
load on a second horse, and several superrm:metary 
ones, in case of accident or wal'lt of food. We as
cended the river hills, which are very high, and 
three miles in extent; our course being north 22' 
degrees east, and then turned to north 15 degrees 
west, for two miles till we reached Collins's creek. 
It is deep amI difficult to cross, but we passed 
without any injury, e~cept wetting some of our 
provi~ions, and then proceeded due north for five 
miles to the eastern edge of the Quam ash flats, 
near where we first met the Chopunnish in the au
tumn. 'Ve encamped ou the bank of a small 
stream, in a point of woods, bordering the exten
sive level and beautiful prairie which is intersected 
by several rivulets. and as the quamash is now ill 
blossom, presents a perfect' r'es-emlllan'Ce of lakes of 
dear water. 

A party of Clropunnish, who had overtaken us a 
few miles abo"\Te, ha'f{ed for' the night with u·S', and 
mentioned that fhey foo }'rei'd come down to hunt in 
the flats, though we felfr they expect that we will 
provide for them during their stay. 

The country tnrougl't whieh we passed is gene
rally free froln stone, extremely fertile, and sup-
plied with timber, consisting of several specres or 
£r, long-leafed' pine and larch. The undergrowth 
is chokecherry nearth e'" afer courses, and scattered 
through the country black alder, a la'rge species of' 
red root now in bloom, a plant resembling the 
pawpaw in its leaf, and hearing a berry with five 
valves of a deep pur-pI'e colour. There were also 
two species of sumach, the pUTple haw, seven bark, 
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sert'iceberry, gooseberry, the honeysuckle bearing 
a white berry, and a species of dwarf pine ten or 
twelve feet high, which might be cOl1founded with 
the young pine of the long-leafed species, except 
that th~ former hears a cone of a globular form; 
with small scales, and'that its reaves are in fascicles 
of two, res'embling in leligth and appearance the 
common pitch pine. We also observed two species 
of wild rose, both qriinquepetalous. both of a da
mask red colour, and similar in the stem; but one 
of thenl is as larg'e as the common red rose of our 
gardelis; its· leaf too is somewhat liuger than that 
of the other species of wild rose, and the apex, as 
we saw them last year, were more tha-n three times 
the size of the common wild rose . 
. 'Ve saw many sandhill cranes. ahd' some ducks 

-in the marshes near our camp. likewise a great 
liumber of burrowhlg squirrels, some of which we 
killed, and found them M tender and well flavoured 
as our grey squirrels. 

Wednesday II. All our hunters set out by day
light: but' on their retu rn to dinner had kill ed no
thin:g except a black bear and two deer, Five of 
the Indians also began to hunt, but they were quite 
uilsuccessful, and in the afternoon returned to their 
village. Finding that the game had become s11y 
arul scarce, the hunters set out after dinner, with 
orders to stay out during the night, and hunt at a 
greater distance from the camp, in ground less fre
qtrented. But the next day they returned with no
thing except two deer. They were th~refore again 
sent out, aild about noon the following day seven 
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of them came in with eight deer, out of a number, 
wilh a bear, which they had wounded, but could 
not take. III the meantime we had sent two men 
forward, about eight miles, to a prairie on this side 
of Collins's creek, with orders to hunt till our arri
val. Two other hunters returned towards night, 
but they had killed only one deer, which they had 
hung up ill the morning, and it had been devoured 
by the buzzards. An Indian, who had spent the last 
evening with us, exchanged a horse for one of ours, 
which being sick, we gave a small axe. and a knife 
in addition. He seemed very much pleased, and set 
out immediately to his village,lest we should change 
our minds, and give up the bargain, which is per
fectly allowable in lndian traffic. The hunters re
sumed the chase in the morning, but the game is 
now so scarce, that they killed only one deer. We 
therefore cut up and dried all the meat we ha(l 
collected, packed up all our baggage, and hobbled 
our horses, to be in readiness to set out. But in the 
morning, 

Sunday 15, they had straggled to such a distance 
that we could not collect them without great diffi
culty; and as it rained very hard, we waited till it 
should abate. It soon, however, showed everyap
pearance of a settled rain, and we therefore set out 
at ten o'clock. We crossed the prairie at the dis
tance of eight miles, where we had sent our hunteri. 
and found two deer which they had hung up for 
us. Two and a half miles farther we overtook 
the two men at Collins's ~reek. They had killed a. 
thi~d deer, and had seen one large and another 
white bear. After dining, we proceeded up the. 
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creek about half a mile, then crossing through a 
l)igh broken COUl~try for about ten miles, reached 
an eastenl branch o(the same creek, near which we 
encampe<l in the bottom, after a ride of twenty-ho 
miles, . The rains, during the day, made the road 
very slippery; and, joined to the quantity of fallen 
timber, rendered our progress slow and lab9rious to 
the horses, many of which fell, though without suf
fering any injury. The country through whlCh we 
passed has a thick growth of long-leafed pine, with 
some pitch pine, larch, white pine, white ceQ~r Or 
arbor vitre of large size, and a variety of firs. The 
undergrowth consists chiefly of reed root, from six 
to ten feet in height, with the other species already 
enumerated. The soil is in general good~ and has 
somewhat of a red cast, like those near the south
west mountain in Virginia. We saw in the course 
of our ride, the speckled woodpecker, the logcock 
or large woodpecker, the bee martin, and founel 
the nest of a humming bird, which had just began 
to lay its eggs. 

Monday 16. We readily collected our horses, an(l 
having taken breakfast, proceeded at six o'clock 
up the creek, through handsome meadows of fine 
grass, and a great abundance of quamash. At the 
distance of two miles we crossed the creek, and 
ascended a ridge in a direction towards the north
east. Fallen timber still obstructed our way so 
much, that it was eleven o'clock before we had 
made seven miles to a small branch of Hungry 
creek. In the hollows and on the north side of the 
hills large quantities of snow still remain, in some 
places to the depth of two or three feet. VegetatiDH 
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too is proportionably retarded, the dog-tooth violet 
being j lIst in bloom, and the honeysuckle, b\lckle
berry, amI a sma-II ~pecies of white maple, begj~min~ 
to put forth their leaves. These a.ppea,ral~c,es in a 
part of the country comparatively Jow, are.m owens 
Qf the practicability of passing the mountaips. Bu.t 
being determined to proceed, we halted mer,ely to 
take a hasty meal while the horses were grazing, 
and then resumed our J;llarch. The To~le was through 
thick woods, and over high hills il1tersec~ed by deep 
ra vi nes aud obstructed by fallen timber. We found 
much difficulty also in following the road, tile 
greater part of it being now c'overed with snow, 
which lies ill great masses eight or ten feet deep~ 
alld would be impassable were it not so firm as to 
bear our horses. Early in the .evening \ve reached 
Hungry creek, at the place where captain Clarke 
had left a horse for 11S as w,e passed in S.eptember; 
and finding a small glade with some grass, though 
not enough for our horses, we thought it better to 
halt for the night, lest by going fmther we should 
find nothing for the horses to eat. Hungry creek 
is small at this place, but is deep, aJ'lrl dis!!harges a 
torrent of water perfectly transparent and cold as 
ice. During the fifteen miles of our r.oute to-day 
the principal timber was the pitch-pine, the white 
pine, larch and fir. The long-leafed pine extends 
but a small distance on this side of Collins's creek, 
and the white cedar does not reach bevond the 
branch of Hungry creek on which we dined. In 
the early part of tQe day we saw'the columbine, 
the blue bell, and the yellow flowering pea ill 
blopm. There is als!, in these lUountains a grea~ 
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quantity of angelica, stronger to the taste, and 
more hig.hIy scented, than that common in the 
United States. The smell is very pleasant, and the 
natives, after d.rying and cutting them into small 
pieces, wear them in strings around their necks. 

Tuesday 17. We find lately that the air is plea
sant in the course of the day, but notwithstanding 
th,e shortness of the night, becomes very cold before 
morning. At an early hour we collected our horses, 
and proce.eded down the creek, which we crossed 
twice, with much difficulty and danger, on account 
of its depth and rapidity. We avoided two other 
crossings of the same kind, by crossing over a steep 
and rocky hill. At the distance of seven miles, the 
road begins the ascent of the main ridges which di
vide the waters of the Chopunnish and Kooskooskee 
rivers. We followed it up a mountain for about 
three miles, when we found ourselves enveloped in 
snow, from twelve to fifteen feet in depth, even on 
the southside of the mountain, with the fullest ex
posure to the sun. The winter now presented itself 
in all its rigours, the air was keen and cold, no ves
tige of vegetation was to be seen, and our hands 
and feet were benumbed. We halted at the sight 
of this new difficulty. We already knew, that to 
wait till the snows of the monntains had dissolved, 
so as to enable us to distinguish the road, would 
defeat our design of returning to the United States 
this season. We now_ found also that as the SIlOW 

bore our horses very well, travelling was infinitely 
easier than it was last fall, when the rocks al1fl 

. fallen timber had so much obstructed our march. 
:But it woul~ require five days to reach the fish ... 
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weirs at the mouth of Colt creek, even if we were 
able to fo:low the proper ridges of the mountains; 
and the danger of missing our direction is excee<l
ingly great, \\hile every track is covered with 
snow. During these five days too we have no chance 
uf finding either grass or underwood for our borses, 
1he S110W being so deep. To proceed, therefore, 
under such circumstances, would be to hazard our 
being bewildered in the mountains, to insure the 
loss of our horses, and shouhl we even be so fortu
nate as to escape with our Ii \' es, we might be oblige(l 
to abandon all our papers and collections. It was, 
tl.1erefore, decided not to venture any further J to 
deposit here all the baggage and provisions, for 
which we had no immediate USf', and reserving only 
subsistence for a few days, return while our horses 
were yet strong, to some spot where ,,'e might live 
by hunting, till a guide could be procured to con
duct us across the mountains. Our baggage was 
placed on scaffolds and carefully covered, as were 
also the instruments and papers, which we thought 
it safer to leave than to risk them ()yer ~he r9ada 
and creeks by ,~hich we came. Having cpmpleted 
this operation, we set out at one o'clock, and tread
ing back our steps, reached Hungry creek, which 
we ascended for two miles, and finding s9me scanty 
grass, we encamped. The rain fell during the 
greater part of the evening, and as this was the 
first time that we have ever been compelle<l tQ 
make any retrograde movement, we feared that it 
might depress the spirits of the men; but though 
eomewhat dejected at the circumstance, the obvious 
Jlf.'cessity precluded aU repining. During the nigh~ 
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our horses straggled in search of food to a conside
rable distance, among the thick timber on the hill 
sides, nor could we collect them till nine o'cloc.l, 
the next morning, 

Wednesday 18. Two of them were however still 
missing, and we therefore directed two of the party 
to remain amI hunt for them. At the same time we 
despatched Drewyer and Shannon to the Chopun
nish, in the plains beyond the Kooskooskee, in or
der to hasten the arrival of the Indians, who had 
promised to accompany us; or, at any rate, to pro
cure a guicle to conduct us to Traveller's~rest. 

For this purpose they took a rifle, as a reward to 
anyone who would engage to conduct us, with di
rections to increase the reward, if necessary, by 
an offer of two other guns, t. be given immelliatc1y, 
and ten horses at the falls of the l\-.5issouri: we then 
resumed our route. In crossing Hungry creek one 
of the horses fell, and rolling over with the rider, 
was driven for a considerable distance among the 
rocl{s; but he fortunately escaped without losing 
his gun, or suffering any injury. Another of the 
men was cut very badly, in a vein in the inner side 
of the leg, and we had great difficulty in stopping 
the blood. About one o'clock we halted for dinner, 
at the glade, on a branch of Hungry creek, where 
we had dined 011 the 16th. Observing much track 
of deer, we left two men at this place to hunt, and 
then proceeded to Collins's creek, where we en
camped ill a pleasant situation, at the upper end of 
the meadows, two miles above our encampment of 
the 15th inst. The hunters were immediately sent 
·-'lut} hut they returned without having killed allY 
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thing, though they saw some few tracks of deer, 
very great appearance of bear; and, what is of more 
importance, a number of what they thought were 
5almon-trout, in the creek. We therefore hope, by 
means of these fish and other game, to subsist at 
this place, without returning to the Quamash f1at~, 
which we are unwilling to do, since there are irt 
these meadows great abundance of good food for 
our horses. 

Thursday 19. The hunters renewed the chase at 
a very early hour, but they brought only a single 
fish at noon. The fishermen were more unsuccess
ful, for they caught no fish, and broke their two 
Indian gigs. We, however, mended them, with a 
sharp piece of iron, and towards evening they took 
a single fish; but instead of finding it the salmon of 
this spring's arrival, which would of course have 
heen fine, it proved to be a salmOli-trout of the red 
kind, which remain all the winter in the upper part9 
of the rivers and creeks, and are generally poor at 
this season. In the afternoon the two men who 
were left behind, in search of the horses, returned 
without being able to find them; and the other two 
hunters arrived from Hungry creek with a couple' 
of deer. Several large morels were brought in to:, 
day and eaten, and as we were now obliged to' 
use them without either salt, pepper or grease, they 
seemed a very tasteless insipid food. Our' stock of 
salt is now wholly exhausted, except two quarts, 
which we left on the mountain. The' m6!!chetoes 
have become very troublesome since we arrived 
here, particularly in the evening. 

Friday 20. The scantiness of our subsistence was 
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now such, that we were determined to make one , 
effort to ascertain if it be possible to remain here. 
The hunters therefore set out very early. On their 
return in the evening they bnlUght one deer, and a 
brown bear, of the species ca.lled 'by the Chopunnish 
yahhar, the talons of whioh were remarkahly s~ort, 
broad at the base, and sharply pointeq: it was in 
bad order, and the flesh of bear in this sitllation is 
much inferior to lean venison or elk, W ~ also 
caught seven trout. But the hunters now reported 
-that game was so scarce, and so difficult to be ap-
-proached, in consequence of thick underbrush and 
fallen timber, that with their utmost exertions they 
could not procure us subsistence for more than one 
or two days longer. We determined, therefore, to 
set out in the morning for the Quamash fiats, 
where we should sooner hear from the Chopunnish 
on the subject of our guide, and also renew our stock 
of food, which is now nea,rly exhausted. Deter
mined,as we now are, to reach the l1nited States if 
pussible, this winter, it would be destructive to wait 
till the snows have melterl from the road. The 
snows have formed a hard coarse bed without crust, 
on \\ hich the horses walk safely without slipping; 
the chief difficulty, therefore, is to find the road. 
In this we may be assisted by the cireumstance, 
that, although, generally ten feet in depth, the mow 
bas been thrown off by the thick ami spreading· 
branches 01' the trees, and from round the trunk: 
the warmth of the trunk itself, acquired by the re
flection of the sun, or communicated by thenaturrtl 
,leat of the earth, 'which is never frozen under these 

YOLo II. 3 E 
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masses, has dissolved the snow so much, that imme.,. 
diately at the roots, its depth is not more th:m one 
or two feet. We therefore hope, that the marks of 
the baggage rubbing against the trees, may still 
be perceived, and we have decided, in case the 
guide cannot be procured, that one of us will take 
three or four of our most expert woodsmen, and 
with several of our best horses, and an ample sup~ 
ply of provisions, go on two days journey in ad
vance, and endeavour to trace the route by the 
rnar~'.s of the Indian bnggage on the trees, which 
they would then mark more distinctly, with a to
mahawk. When they should have reached h\o 
days journey beyond Hungry creek, two of the men 
were to be sent back, to apprise the rest of their 
success, and if necessary, cause them to deja y there, 
lest, by advancing too soon, they should be forced 
to halt where no food could be obtained for the 
horses. If the trace of the baggage is too indis
tinct, the whole party is to return to Hungry creel{, 
and we wilt then attempt the passage by ascending 
the main southwest branch of Le\\ is's river through 
the country of the Shoshonees, over the :l\ladisoll 01· 

Giilatin rivers. On that route, the Chopunnish in .. 
form us, there is a passage not obstructed by snow 
at this period of the year. That there is such a pas~ 
sage, we learnt from the Shoshonees, whom we first 
met on the east fork of Lewis's river; hut they al
so represented it as much more difficult than that 
hy which we came, being obstructed by high, 
steep, rugged mountains, followed by an extensive 
r1ain without either wood or game. We are, in
(ieed, inclined to prefer the account of the Shosh~: 
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n-~es, because they would have certainly recom
mended that route hacl it been better than the one 
we ha ve taken; and because there is a war between 
the Chopunnish and the Shoshonees who live on 
tl,1at route, the former are less able to give accurate 
information of the state of the country. This route. 
too, is so circuitous, that it would require a month 
to perform it; and we therefore consider it as the 
extreme resource. In hopes of soon procuring a 
guide to lead us over a more practicable route, we 
collected our horses at an early hour in the morning', 

Saturday 21, and proceeded towards the flats. 
The mortificatioil of being obliged to tread back 
our steps, rendered still more tedious a route always 
so obstructed hy brush and fallen timber, that it 
could not be passed without difficulty, and e,'ell 
danger to our hurses. Oue of these poor creatures 
wounded himself so badly in jumping over falleu 
logs, that he was rendered unfit for use, and sic1{
ness has depri v ell us of the service of a second. At 
the pass of Collins's creek we met two Indians, who 
returned with us about half a mile, to the spot 
where we had formerly slept in September, anli 
where we now halted to dine, and let our horses 
~raze. These Indians had four supernumerary 
horses, and were on their way to cross the moun
tains. They had seen Drewyer and Shannon, who 
they said would not return for two days. \Ve 
pressed them to remain with us 1ill that time, in 
crder to conduct us over the mountains; to whil h 
they consented, and dep09iteu their stores of roots 
and bread i!! the bushes at a little di8tance. After 
tlinner we left three men to hunt till our return, 
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and then proceeded; but we had· not gone further 
than two miles, when the ILldians halted in a small 
prairie, where tlley promised to remain at least two 
nights, if we did not ,overtal{e them sooner. 'We left 
them, and abolLt seven in the evening found our
selves at the old encampment on the flats; and were 
glad to find that four hnnters, whom we, had sent 
ahead, had killed a deer for supper. 

Sunday 22, At daylight all the hnnters set out, 
and having chased! through the whole country, 
were much more successful than we even hoped., 
for they broThg.l:lt, in eight deer and three· bear. 
Hearing too that the salmon was now abmHlant.in 
the Kooskooskee,. we despatched a manto our old 
encampment aliJove, Collins's creek, for the"purpese. 
of purchasing some with a few beads,whi-<:h were 
found accidentally in one of out waistcoat pockets. 
He did not return in the evening, nor had we 
heard from Drewyer and Shannon,. who we begin 
to fear have had much difficulty in engaging a 
guide, and we, welle equally apprehensive that tIle 
two Indians.might set out to-morrow f~r the moun
tains. Early in the morning, 

:Monday 23, therefore, we despatched two hun
ters, to prevail on them, if possible, to remain a day 
or two longer; and, if they persisted in g@ing on,. 
they were to accompany them, with the three men 
at Collins's creek, and mark the route, as far as 
Traveller's-rest, where they were to remain till we 
joined them by pursuing the same road. 

Our fears for the safety of Drewyer, Shannon, 
and W~itehome, were fortunately relieved by their 
return 1Il the afternoon. The former brought three-
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Indians, who >promised to go with us t@ the~ falls of 
the Missouri, for the compematioll of two guns. 
One of them is the brother of the Cutnose, aml the 
other two had each given us a horse, at the house 
of the Drokenarm; and as they are men of goo(l> 
character, and respected in the nation, we have the 
best prospect of being well served. 'Ye therefore 
secured our horses near the camp, amI at an early 
hour next morning, 

Tuesday 2·4, set out on a second attempt to cross 
the mountains. On reaching Collins's creek we 
found only one of our men, who informed us, that 
a short time before he arrivell there yesterday, the 
two Indians, tired of waiting, had set out, and the 
other four of Ollr men had accompanied them as 
they were directed. After halting we went on to 
Fish creek, the brauch of Hungry creek where we 
had slept on the 19th instant. Here we overtook 
two of the party who had gone on with the In
dians, and who had been fortunate enongh to per
~;uade them to wait for us. During their sia y at 
Collins's creek they had killed a single deer only, 
and of this they had been very liberal to the In
dians, whom they were prev~ilin~ on to remain; so 
that they were without provisions, and two of them 
had set out for another branch of Hungry creek, 
"here we shall meet them to-morrow. 

In the evening the Iud ians, in order, as they 
said, to bring fair weather for our journey, set fire' 
to the woods. As these consist chiefly of tall fir 
trees, with very numerous driecl branches, the 
blaze was almost iustantaneuus; and, as the flame 
mounted to the tops of the highest trees, resembled 
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a splendid display of fire-works. In the morning, 
Wednesday 25, one of our guides complained of 

being sick, a symptom by no means pleasant, for 
sickness is generally with an Indian the pretext for 
abandoning an enterprise which he dislikes. He 
promised, however, to overtake us, and we there
fore left him with his two companions, and set out 
at an early hour. At eleven o'clock we halted for 
dinner at the branch of Hungry creek, where we 
found our two men, who had l1::t killed any thing. 
Here too we were joined, rather unexpectedly, by 
our guides, who now appeared difposed to be faith
ful to their engagements. The Indian was indeed 
really sick, and having no other covering except a 
pair of moccasins and an elk skin dressed without 
the hair, we supplied him with a buffaloe robe. 

III the evening we arri ved at Hungry creek, amI 
halted for the night about a mile and a half belo\-" 
our encampment of the 16th. 

Thursda y 26. Having collected our horses, and 
taken breakfast, \n set out at six o'clock, and pur
suing our former route, at length began to ascend, 
for the second time, the ridge of mountains. Near 
the snowy region we killed two of the small black 
pheasants, and one of the speckled pheasant. These 
birds generally inhabit the higher parts of the 
m()untains, \\ here they feed on the leaves of pines 
and firs; but hoth of them seem solitary and silent 
birds, for we have never heard either of them make 
a noise in any situalion; and the Indians inform us, 
that they do not in flying drum, or pl'odu·ce a" hir
ling sound with their \\ ings. On reaching the top' 
of the mountain, we fouild our deposit perfectly 
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untouched. The snow in the neighhourhood has 
melted nearly four feet since the 17th. By mea
suring it accurately, and comparing it by a mark 
which we then made, the general depth we discover 
to have been ten feet ten inches, though in some 
places still greater; but at this time it is about 
seven feet. It required two hours to arrange our 
baggage, and to prepare a hasty meal, after which 
the guides urged us to set off. as we had a long 
ride to make before reaching a spot where. there 
was grass for our horses. )Ve mounted, and follow
ing their steps, sometimes crossed abruptly steep 
hills, and then wound along their sides, near tre
mendous precipices, where, had our horses slipped, 
we should have been lost irrecoverably. Our route 
lay on the ridgy mountains which separate the 
,waters of the Kooskooskee ana Chopul1nish, and 
~bove the heads of all the streams, so that we met 
no running water. The whole country was com
pletely covered with snow, except that occasionally 
we saw a few square feet of earth, at the roots of 
some trees, round which the snow had dissolved. 
We passed our camp of September 18, and late in 
the evening reached the destined spot, and en
camped near a good spring of \~'ater. It was on the 
steep side of a mountain, with no wood, and a fair 
southern aspect, from which the snow seems to have 
melted for about ten days, and given birtll to an 
abundant gro.wth of young grass, resembling the 
green sward. There is also another species of grass, 
not unlike a flag, with a broad succulent leaf, which 
is confined to the upper parts of the highest mOUll
,~ains. It is a favourite fcod of the horses, but a,t 



408 LEWIS AND CLARKE'S EXPEDITION 

present is either covered with snow, or just making 
its appearance. There is a third plant peculiar to 
the same regions, and is a species of whortleberry. 
There are also large quantities of a. species of bear
grass, which, thollgh it grows luxuriantly over all 
these monntaills, and preserves its verdure during 
the whole winter, is never eatell by horses. 

In the night there came to the camp a Chopul1-
nish, who had pursued us with a "iew of accompa
nyillg us to the falls of the:Missouri. )Ye now 
learned, that the two young Indians, whom we ha~ 
:met 011 the 21st, and detained several days, were 
going merely on a party of pleasure to the Ootla
shoots, or, as they caE them, Shallees, a'balld of 
Tushepahs, who live on Clarke's river, near Tra
veller's-rest. Early the next morning, 

Friday 27, we resumed our route over the heights 
and steep hills of the same great ridge. At eight 
miles distance we reached an eminence where the 
Illllians have raised a conic mound of stone, six or 
eight feet high, on which is fixed a pole made of 
pine, about fifteen feet. Here we halted and smokell 
for some time, at the request of the' Indians, who 
told us, that in pa!'sing'the mountains with their 
families, some men are usually sent on foot from 
this place to fish at the entrance of Colt creek, 
whence they rejoin the main party at the Ruamash 
glade on the head of the Kooskooskee. From this 
elevated spot we have a commanding view of the 
surrounding n16nntains, which so completely in
close us, that although we have once passed them, 
we almost despair of ever escaping from them, 
without the assistance of the Indians. The mads 
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on the trees, which had been our chief dependence, 
are muc,h fewer and more difficult to be distin
guished than we had supposed; but our guides tra
verse this trackle~s region with ~ ;kind of instinctive 
~agacity; they never hesitate, they are never em
barrassed; yet so undeviating is their step, that 
_wherever the snow has disappeared, for even a 
hundred paces, we find the summer road. With 
their aid the snow is scarcely a disadvantage, for 
_although we are often obliged to slip down, yet the 
fallen timber and the rocks, which are now covered, 
were much more troublesome when we passed in 
-the autumn. The travelling road is indeed compa
rath'ely pleasant, as well as more rapid, the sno\y 
being hard and coarse, without a crust, and per
fectly hard enough to prevent the horses sinking 
more than two or three inches. After the sun has 

,been on it for some hours, it becomes softer than 
e,arly in the morning; yet they are almost always 
-able to get a sure foothold. After some time we re
.surned our route, and at the distance of three miles 
descended a. steep mOUI~tain, then crossing two 
branches of the Chopu!lnish friver, just above their 
forks, began to mou,nt a second ridge. Along this 
we proceeded for ,some time, and then, at the dis
. tance of seven miles, reached our camp O'f the 16th 
O'f September. Near this place we crossed three 
small branches O'fthe Chopunnish, and then ascendc(l 
a secO'nd dividing ridge, along which we continued 
fO'r nine miles, when the ridge became somewhat 
]O'wer, and we halted for the night ona posiiioll 
similar to that of our encampmeJlt last eV Lll i11g. 

VOL. q. 3 ~' 
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,\Ve had now travelled twenty-eight miles without 
taking the loads from our horses, or giving them 
any thing to eat: and as the snow where we halted 
has Hot much dissolved, there was still but little 
grass. Among the vegetation we observed great 
Quautities of the white lily, with reflected petals, 
~hich are now in bloom, and in the same forward
ness as they were in the plains on the 10th of May. 
As for ourselves, the whole stock of meat being 
gone, we distributed to each mess a pint of bear's 
oil, which, with boiled roots, made au agreeable 
dish. 'Ve saw several black-tailed or mule-deer, 
but could not get a shot at them, and were in
formed that there is an abundance of elk ill the 
valley, near the fishery on the Kooskooskee. The 
Indians also assert, that on the mountains to our 
right are large numbers of whEtt they call white 
buffaloe or mountain sheep. Our horses strayed to 
some distance to look for food, and in the morning, 

Saturday 28, when they were brought up, exhi
bited rather a gaunt appearance. The Indians, 
however, promised that we should reach some good 
grass at noon, and we therefore set out after an 
early breakfast. Our route lay along the dividing 
ridge, and across a very deep hollow, till at the 
distance of six miles we passed our camp of the 
15th of September. A mile and a half further we 
passed the road from the right, immediately on the 
dividing ridge leading by the fishery. We went 
on as· we had done during the former part of the 
route, over deep snows, when, having made thir
teen miles, we reached the side of a mOllntain just 
above the fishery, which, having np timber, and ~ 
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southern exposure, the snow had disappeared, leav
ing an abundance of fine grass. Our horsps were 
very hungry as well as fatigued, and as there was 
no other spot within our reach this evening where 
we could find any food for them, we determined to 
encamp, though it was not yet mid-day. As there 
was no water in the neighbourhood, we melted snow 
for cooking, and early in the morning, 

Sunday 29, continued along the ridge which we 
have been following for several days, till at the 
end of five miles it terminated; and now bidding 
adieu to the snows in which we have been impri
soned, we descended to the main branch of the 
Kooskooskee. On reaching the water side we found 
a deer which had been left for us lly two hunters, 
who had been despatched at an early hour to the 
warm springs~ and which proved a very seasonable 
addition to our food; for having neither meat nor 
oil, we were reduced to a diet of roots, without 
salt or any other addition. At this place, about a 
mile and a half from the spot where Quamash creek 
falls in from the northeast, the Kooskooskee is about 
thirty yards wide, and runs with great velocity 
over a bed, which, like those of all the mountaill 
streams, IS composed of pebbles. We forded the 
river, and ascended for two miles the steep accli
vities of a mountain, and at its summit found. 
coming, in from the right, the old road which we 
had passed on our route last autumn. It was now 
much plainer and more beaten, which the Indians 
told us was owing to the frequent visits of the 
Ootlashoots from the valley of Clarke's river to the 

. fishery; though there was no appearance of theil' 
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having been here this sprirrg. Twelve miles from 
our camp we halted to graze our horses on the 
Quamash flats, on the creek of the same name. 
This is a handsome plain of fifty acres in extent, 
covered with ari abundahce of quamash, and seems 
to form a principal stage or encampment for the 
Indians in passing the mountains. We saw here 
several young pheasants, and killed one of the 
small black kind, which is the first we have ob
served below the region of snow. In the neighbour
hood were also seen the track of two bare-foot In-' 
dians, which our companions supposed to be 06tla
shoots, who had fled in distress from the pahkees. 
Here we discovered that two of the horses we're 
missing. We therefore sent two men in quest of 
them, and then went on ~even miles further to the 
warm springs, where we arrived early in the after
noon. The two hunters who had been sent forward 
in the morning had collected 110 game, nor were 
several others, who went out after our arrival, more 
successful. We therefore had a prospect df conti
nuing our usual diet of roots, when late in the 
afternoon the men ret'unied with the stray horses 
and a deer for Supper. 

These warm springs are situated at the foot of a 
hill, on the north side of Travellers' -rest creek, 
which is ten, yards wide at ihis place. They issue 
from the bottoms and through the interstices of a 
grey freestone rock,.which rises in irregular masses 
round t~eir lower side. The principal spring, which 
the Indlal~s have formed into a bath by stopping 
the run WIth stones and pebbles, is about the same 
temperature as the warmest bath used at the hot 
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springs in Virginia. On trying, captain Lewis could 
with difficulty remain in it nineteen minutes, and 
then was affected with a profuse perspiration. The 
two other springs are much hotter, the temperature 
being eqoal to th~t of the warmest of the hot springs 
in Virginia. Our men, as well as the Indian5, 
amused themseives with going into the bath; the 
latter, according to their universal custom, going 
first iute the hot bath, where they remain as long 
as they can bear the heat, then plunging into the 
cr'e'ek, which is now of an icy coldness, and re
peating this operation several times, but always 
6udiug with the warm bath. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

The party proceed on their journey with their Indian guides, and at length 
agree to divide, to take several routes, and to meet again at the mouth of 
YeIlo\l'stone river-the route of captain Lewis is to purslle the most direct 
road to the falls of the Missouri, then to ascend Maria's river, explore the 
country, and then to descend that river to its mouth-captain Lewis ac

'cordingly with nine men proc~ds Ill' the eastcrn' branch of Clarke's river, 
and take leave of their Indian guides-descri ption of that branch and chn. 
racter of the surrounding country-description of the Cokalabishkit river
they arrive at the ridge dividing the Missouri from the Columbia river
meet once more with'the buft'aloe and brown bear-immense herds of buf
,(aloe disClHercd on the borders of Medicine river-the party encamp on 
Whitebellr islathl-singular allventure that befe! M'Neil-captain Lewi. 
with three of his iiarty proceeds to explore the source of Maria's river
Tansy river described-Ite reaches the dividing liue of these two streams
general cha~acter of the surrounding counh"y. 

Monday30. WE despatched some hunters ahead, 
:ind were about setting out when a deer came to 
lick at the springs; we killed it, and being now 
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provided with meat for dinner, proceeded along 
the north side of the creek, sometimes in the bot
toms and over the steep sides of the ridge, till at 
the distance of thirteen miles we halted at the en
trance of a small stream, where we had stopped on 
tire 12th of September. Here we observed a road 
to the rig'ht, which the Indians informs us leads to 
a fine extensive valley on Clarke's river, where the 
Shalees or Ootlashoots occasionally reside. After 
permitting our horses to graze, we went on along 
a road much better than any we have seen since 
(fntering the mountains, so that before sunset we 
made nineteen miles, and reached our old encamp
ment on the south side of the creek near its entrance 
into Clarke's river. In the course of the day 'We 
killed six deer, of which there are great numbers, 
as well as bighorn and elk, in this neighbourhood. 
We aho obtained a small grey squirrel, like that 
on the coast of the Pacific, except that its belly was 
white. Among the plants was a kind of lady's
slipper, or moccasin-flower, resembling that com
mon in the United States, but with a white corolla, 
marked with longitudinal veins of a pale red colour 
on the inner side. 

Tuesday, July 1. 'Ve had now made one hundred 
and fifty-six miles from the Quamash flats to the 
mouth of Traveller's-rest creek. This being the 
point where we proposed to separate, it was resolved 
to rem~in a day or two in order to refresh ourselves, 
and the horses, which have bore the journey ex
tremely well, and are still in fine order, but require 
some little rest. \Ye had hoped to meet here some 
of the OQtlashoots, but no tracks of them can be 
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discovered. Our Indian companions express much 
anxiety lest they should have been cut off by the 
Pahkees during the winter; and mention the tracks 
of the two bare-footed persons as a proof how much 
the fugitives must have been distressed. 

We now formed the following plan of operations: 
captain Lewis with nine men are to pursue the most 
direct route to the faUs of the Missouri, where three 
of his party are to be left to prepare carriages for 
transporting the baggage and canoes across the 
portage. With the remaining six he will ascend 
Maria's river to ex plore the country, and ascertain 
whether any branch of it reaches as far north as the 
latitude of fifty degrees, after which he will desceml 
that river to its mouth. The rest of the men will 
accompany' captain Clarke to the head of Jefferson 
river, which sergeant Ordway and a party of nine 
men will descend with the canoes and other articles 
deposited there. Captain Clarke's party, which will 
then be reduced to ten, will proceed to the Yellow
stone at its nearest approach to the three forks of 
the Missouri: there he will build canoes, and go 
down that river with seven of his party, and wait 
at its mouth till the rest join him. Sergeant Pryor 
with two others will then take the horses by land 
to the Mandans: from that nation he is to go to 
the British posts on the- As~iboin, with a letter to 
Mr. Henry, to procure his endeavours to prevail on 
Some of the Sioux chiefs to accompany him to the 
city of Washington. 

Having made these arragements, this and the fol
lowing day were employed in hunting and repair
~~g our qrms. We were successful in procuring a 
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number of fine large deer, the flesh of which was 
exposed to dry. Among other animals in this neigh
bourhood are the dove, black woodpecker, lark 
wood.pecker, logcock, prairie lark, sandhill crane, 
prairie hen with the short and pointed tail, the 
robin, a species of brown plover, a few curlews, 
small blackbirds, ravens, hawks, a variety of spar
TOWS, as well as the bee martin, and several species 
of corvus. The moschetoes too have been exces
sively troublesome ~ince our arrival here. T~e In,... 
dians assert also, that there are great numbers of 
the white buffaloe or mountain sheep on the snowy 
heights of the mountains west of Clarke's river. 
They generally inhabit the rocky and most inac
cessible parts of the mountains; but, asthey are not 
fleet, are easily killed by the hunters. 

The plants which most abound in this valley are, 
the wild rose, the honeysuckle with a white berry, 
the sevenbark, serviceberry, the elder, aspen and. 
alder, the chokecherry, and both the narrow and 
broa(l-leafed willow. The principal timber consists 
of long-leafed pine, which grows as well in the 
ri ver bottoms as on the hills; the firs and larch are 
confined to the higher parts of the bills, while on 
the riYer itself is a gmwth of cottollwood, with a 
wider leaf than that of the upper part of the Mis
souri, though narrower than that which grows lower 
down that river. There are also two species of 
clover in this valley; one with a very narrow small 
leaf, and a pale red flower, the other with a white 
llower, and nearly as luxuriant in its growth as our 
red clover. 

The Indians who had accompanied uSJ inten,ded 
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leaving us, in order to seek their friends the Ootla
shoots; btlt we prevailed on them to accompany 
c~ptain Lewis a part of his route, so as to show him 
the shortest roall to the Missouri, and in the mean
time amused them with conversation and running 
races, both on foot and with horses, in both of which 
they proved themselves hardy, athletic and active. 
To the chief captain Lewis gave a small medal anll 
a gun, as a reward for having guided us across the 
m,ountains; in return, the customary civility of 
exchanging names passed between them, by which 
the former acquired the title of Yomekollick, or 
White-bearskin-:unfolded. The Chopunnish who had 
overtaken ,us on the 26th, made us a present of an 
e:xcellent horse for the good advice we gave him. 
apd as a proof of his attachment to the whites, as 
}V~n as of his desire to be at peace with the Pah
kees. The next m?rning, 

~h\lrsday, July 3, ,all our preparations being 
compl~ted, we sa,(~dled our horses, and the two par
ties ~ho .~~d been so long companions now sepa
~ated, with an anxious hope of soon meeting, after 
~ach had accomplished the purpose of his desti
nation. 

The nine men and five Illdians who accompanied 
. capt~in L~w'i's, proce~ded in a direction due north, 
down the west side of Clarke's river. Half a mile 
f~~~ the '~~mp 'we forded Traveller's-rest creek, 
anei two m;d a half U;iles f~rther passed a weste~n 
bran~h of the river; a mile beyond this was a small 
cre~k on the eastern side, and a mile lower down 
the entrau\;e of the eastern branch of the river . 

. . ' 
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This stream is from ninety to olle hundred and 
twenty yards wide, and its water, which is dis
charged through two channels, is more turbid than 
that of the main river. The latter is one hundred 
and h£ty yards in width, and waters an extensive 
level plain and prairie, which on its lower parts are 
ornamentell with long-leafed pine and cottollwood, 
\\ hile the tops of the hills are covered with pine, 
larch and fir. We proceeded two miles further to a 
place where the Indians advised us to cross, but 
having no boats, and timber being scarce, four 
hours ""ere spent in collecting timber to make three 
small rafts, on which, with some difficulty and 
danger, we passed the river. We then drove our 
horses into the water and they swam to the opposite 
shore, but the Indians crossed on horseback, draw
ing at the same time their baggage alongside of 
them in small basins of deer skins. The whole party 
being now reassembled, we continued for three 
miles, and encamped about sunset at a small creek. 
The Indians now showed us a road at no great dis
tance, which, they said, would lead up the eastern 
branch of Clarke's river, and another river called 
Cokalahishkit, or the River if the road to bllffa/oe, 
thence to Medicine river and the falls of the Mis
somi. They allded, that not far from the dividing 
ridge of the waters of Clarke's river and the Mis
souri the roads forked, and though both lell to the 
falls, the left hand route was the best. The route 
~vas so well beaten that we could no longer mistake 
It, ~nd having lIOW shown us the way, they were 
anxIOus to go on in quest of their friends the Shah
lees; besides which, they feared, by venturing 
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further with us, to encounter the Pahkees, for we 
had this afternoon seen a fresh track of a horse, 
which they supposed to be a Shalee scout. We 
could not insist on their remaining longer with us; 
but as they had so kindly conducted us across the 
mountains, we were desirous of giving them a 
supply of provisions, and therefore distributed to 
them half of three deer, and the hunters were 
ordered to go out early in the morning, in hopes of 
adding to thestock. 

The horses suffer so dreadfully from the mosche
toes, that we are obliged to kindle large fires and 
place the poor animals in the midst of the smoke. 
Fortunately, however, it became cold after dark, 
and the moschetoes disappeared. 

Friday, July 4. The hunters accordingly set out, 
but returned unsuccessful about eleven o'clock. In 
the m~antime we were joined by a young man of 
the Palloatpallah tribe, who had set out a few days 
after us, and had followed us alone across the moun
tains, the same who had attempted to pass tl',e 
mountains in June, while we were on the Koos
kooskee, but was obliged to return, We flOW smoked 
a farewell pipe with our estimable companions, who 
expressed every emotion of regret at parting with 
us, which they felt the more, because they did not 
cOl}ceal their fears of Qur being cut off by the Pah
kees. We also gave them a shirt, a handkerchief, 
and a small quantity of ammunition, The meat 
"'hic~ they received from us was dried and left at 
this place as a store during the homeward journey. 
This circu~stance confirms our belief, that there is 
J~o route along Clarlie's riyer to ~he Collimbial~ 
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plains so near Of so goocl as that by which we cam~; 
for, although these people mean to go for several 
days journey down that river, to loo){ fof t~e S'ha
lees, yet they intend returning home hy tne same 
pass of the mountain through which the~ conducted 
us. This route is also used by all the nations whom 
'We know ~est ot the mountains :who ~re id the 
habit of visiting the plains of the Miss'6uri,; while 
on the other side all the war paths of the Pahkees, 
which fall into this valley of Clarke's river, con
centre at Traveller's-rest, beyond whicIl tilese people 
have never ventured to the west. 

Having taken leave of the Indians, we mounte(l 
our horses, and proceeded up the eastern branch of 
Clarke's river, through the level plain in which we 
wt're encamped. At the distance of five miles we 
had crossed a small creek, fifteen yards wide, aild 
now entered the mountains. The river is here closely 
confined within the hills for two iniles, when the 
bottom widens into an extensive prairie, and the 
river is one hundred and ten yards in width. We 
went three miles further, over a high plain, suc
ceeded by a low and le~el prairie, to the entrance 
of the Cokalahishkit. This river empties itself from 
the northeast, is deep, rapid, and about sixty yards 
wide, with banks, which, though not high, are suf
fieiently bold to prevent the water from overflow
ing. The eastern branch of Clarlie's river is ninety 
yards wide above the junction, but below it spreads 
to one hundred. The waters of both are turbid, 
though the Cokalahiehkit is the clearer of the two; 
the be~s of both are composed of sand and gravel, 
but nelther of them is navigable on accouut of the 
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rapids and shoals ,,;hic& obstruct their currents. 
Before the junction of t'hese streams the country 
had been ba're of tr~es; but as \ve turned up the 
north branch of the CokalaIiishkit, we found a woody 
country, though the hills were high, alld the low 
groun:ds natrow and poor. At the distaJ'lCe of eight 

'miles, in a due east course, we encamped in a bot-
tom where there was an abundance of excellent 
grass. The evening proved fine and pleasant, amI 
we were no longer annoyed by moschetoes. Our 
obly game were two squirrels; one of the kind 
common to the Rocky mountains, the other a 
ground:-squirrel of a species we had not seen be
fore. Near Hie place where we trossed ClarIie'i 
river, we saw, at a distance, some wild horses, which 
are said, indeed, to be very riumerous on this river 
as well as ori fhe heads of the Yellowstone. 

Saturd<iy, juljr 5. Early in the morning we pro
ceeded on for three and a half miles, in a direction 
north 75 degrees east, then inclining to the south, 
crossed an extel1si ve, beautiful, and well watered 
valley, nearly twelve miles in length, at the extre
mity of which we halted for dinner. Here we ob
tained a great quantity of quamash, and shot an 
antelope from a gang of females, who at this season 
herd together, apart from the bucks. After dinner 
we followed the course of the river eastwardly for 
six miles, to the mouth of a creek thirty-five yards 
wide,jvhich we catled Werner's creek. It comes 
in from the north, and waters a high extensive prai
rie, the hills near which are low, and supplied with 
the long-leafed pine, larch, and some fir. The 
rOijd then led north 22 degrees west, for four miles~ 



42'2 LEWIS A:'>D CLARKE'S EXPEDITION 

SOOI1 after which it again turned north 73 degrees 
east, for two and a half miles, over a handsome 
plain, watered by "r erner's creek, to the river. 
which we followed on its eastern direction, through 
a high prairie, rendered very unequal by a vast 
number of little hillocks. and sinkholes. and at three 
miles distance encamped near the entrance of a 
large creek, twenty yards wide, to w~ich we gave 
the Hame of Seamen's creek. We had seen no In
dians, although near the camp were the concealed 
£res of a war party, who had passed about two 
months ago. 

Sunday 6. At sunrise we continued our course 
eastward along the river. At seven miles distance 
we passed the north fork of the Cokalahishkit, a 
deep and rapid stream, forty-five yards in width, 
and, like the main branch itself. somewhat turbid. 
though the other streams of this country are clear. 
Seven miles further the river enters the mountains. 
and here end those extensive prairies on this side, 
though they widen in their course towards the 
southeast. and form an Indian route to Dearborn's 
river, and thence to the IVlissouri. From the mul
titude of knobs irregularly scattered through them, 
captain Lewis called this country the Prairie of the 
Knobs. They abound in game, as we saw goats, 
deer, great numbers of the burrowing-squirrels~ 

some curlews, bee martins, woodpeckers, plover, 
robins, doves, ravens, hawks, ducks. a variety of 
sparrows, and yesternay observed swans on Wemer's 
creek. Among the plants we observed the southern 
wood, and two other species of shrubs, of \\ hich we 
preserved specimens. 



UP THE MISSOURI. 4'23 

On entering the high grounds we followed the 
course of the river through the narrow bottoms, 
thickly timbered with pine and cottonwood inter
mixed, and variegated with the boisrouge, which is 
now in bloom, the common small blue flag, and 
pepper grass; and at the distance of three and a 
half miles reached the two forks of the river men
tioned by the Indians. They are nearly equal in 
width, and the road itself here forks and follows each 
of them. We followed that which led us a direction 
north 75 degrees east, over a steep high hill, thence 
along a wide bottom, to a thickly wooded side of a 
hill, where the low grounds are narrow, till we 
reached a large creek, eight miles from the forks, 
and twenty-five from our last encampment. Here 
we halted for the night. In the course of the day 
the track of the Indians, whom we supposed to be 
the Pahkees, continued to grow fresher, and we 
passed a number of old lodges and encampments. 
At.seven o'clock the next morning, 

Monday 7, we proceeded through a beautiful 
plain, on the north side of the river, which seems 
here to abound in beaver. The low grounds possess 
much timber, and the hills are covered chiefly with 
pitch pine, that of the long-leafed kind having dis
appeared since we left the Prairie of the Knobs. At 
the distance of twelve miles we left the river, or 
rather the creek, amI having for four miles crossed, 
in a direction north 15 degrees east. two ridges, 
again struck tothe right, which we followed through 
Q narrow bottom, covered with low willows and 
grass, and abundantly supplied with both deer ami 
beaver. After seven miles we reached the foot of a 
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ripge, w11ich we ascended in a direction north 45 
degrees ,east, through a Io~ gap, of easy ascent 
from the westw~rd; and on descen~ing it were de
lighted at discovering, that this was the dividing 
ridge between the wa~ers of the Columbia and those 
,of the :Missouri. From this gap the ,Fort moullt.ain 
is about twenty miles in a north-e~stern direction. 
We now wound through the hills and ~ol1ows of 
the mountains, p,assing several rivulets, which run 
to the right, and at the distance of nine miles fr?m 
the gap encamped, after making thifty,:t~o miles. 
We proc;ured some b~aver, a~d this m?~ni~g ,sa~ 
some signs ~1l1(1 tra~ks of buf(aloe; from \Vhich it 
seems those ,~niIll:l1:~s ,d.o~ometimes penetrate to ,a 
,s~ort d~st~nce within the mountains. 

Tuesday ,8. At t}lree miles fror,n our Clamp we 
reached a strea~, issuing from the moullta~ns to 
ttte southwest: t~ough it only c,ol?tains ~ater f9r ,a 
width of thirty feet, yet its lJed is more than t,hree 
times that width, al~d, from the appear~~~e of the 
roots a~~d trees in the ,l,leighbouring ,bottom, . must 
sometimes run with great viol~nce; we, called ~t 
Dearborn's river. Half a mile fur/ther we observed 
fr~~ a h~ight the - Shishequaw ~ounta~n, ~ high 
nlsulated mountain of a conic form, standing ~ev.~
ral miles in aqvance of tlle easJtern r!lnge of the 
Rocky mountains, and now ~bout ~ight mVes frop! 
us, and immediat~~y on our ro~d, which ;was in,a 
northwest directiQIl. Eut as our Qhject~as to. stri~e 
l\ledicille river, and hunt ,down to its wouth, ~n 
oruer to prpcure skins fpr ,h~ fo~d ~l1dg~ar ~lej!{'s
s.ary for tne thr~e men who flre to' be Jeft at tile 
faUs, none of whom are hUllt.ers~ we deter~i~ed JO 
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l€'uVe the road, and therefore proceeded due north; 
through an open plain~ till we reached Shishequaw 
creek, a stream about twenty yards wide. with a 
considerable quantity of timber in its low grounds. 
Here we halted and dined, and now felt, by the 
luxury of our food, that we were approaching once 
more th~ plains of the Missouri, so rich in game. 
We saw a great number of deer, goats, wolves, and 
!lome barking squirrels, and for the first time caught 
a distant prospect of two buffaloe. After dinner we 
followed the Shishequaw for six and a half miles, 
to its entrance into Medicine river. and along the 
banks of this river for eight miles, when we en· 
camped on a large island. The bottoms continued 
low,· level and extensive: the plains too are level; 
but the soil of neither is fertile, as it consists of a 
light .coloured earth, intermixed with a proportion 
of gravel; the grass in both is generally about nine 
inches high. Captain Lewis here shot a large and 
remarkably white wolf. We had now made twenty
eight miles; and set out early next morning, 

Wedllesday 9; but the air soon became very 
cold, and it began to rain. We halted for a few 
minutes in some old Indian lodges; but finding that 
the rain continued, we proceeded on, though we 
were all wet to -the skin, and halted for dinner at 
the distance of eight miles. The rain, however, 
continued, and we determined to go no further. 
The river is about eighty yards wide, with banks, 
which, though low, are seldom overflowed; the 
bed is composed of loose gravel and pebbles, the 
water clear and rapid, but not so much as to impede 
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the navigation. The bottoms are handsome, wide 
amI level, amI supplied with a considerable quan
tity of narrow-leafed cottonwood. During our short 
ride we killed two deer and a buffaloe, and saw a 
number of wolves and antelopes. TIle next mor
ning early, 

Thursday 10, we set out, and continued through 
a country similar to that of yesterday, with bot
toms of wide-leafed cottonwood occasionally along 
the borders, though for the most part the low 
grounds are without timber. In the plains are great 
quantities of two species of prickly pear, now in 
hloom. Gooseberries of the common red kind are in 
abundance, and just beginhing to ripen, but there 
are no currants. The river has now widened to an 
hundred yards; is deep, crowded with islands. and 
in many parts rapid. At the distance of seventeen 
miles, the timber disappears totally from the river 
bottoms. About this part of the river. the wind, 
which had blown on our backs., and constantly put 
the elk on their guard, shifted round, and we then 
shot three of them, and a brown bear. Captain 
Lewis halted to skin them, while two of the men 
took the pack-horses forward to seek for an en
campment. It was nine o'clock before he overtook 
them, at the distance of seven miles, in the first 
grove of cottonwood. They had been pursued. as 
they came along, by a very large bear, all which 
they were afraid to fire, lest their horses being un
accu~tomed to the gun, might take fright and throw 
them. This circumstance reminds us of the ferocity 
of these animals, w hen we were last near this place, 
and admonishes us to be very cautious. \Ve saw 
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vast numbers of buffaloe below us, which kept a 
dreadful bellowing during the night. ·With.aU our 
exertions we were unable to ad vance more than 
twenty-four miles, owing to the mire, through 
which we are obliged to travel, in consequence of 
the rain. The next morning, however, 

Friday II, was fair, and enlivened by great 
numbers of b~rds, who sang delightfully in tIle 
clusters of cottonwooel. The hunters were sent down 
Medicine river to hunt elk, while captain Lewis 
crossed the high plain, in a direction 75 degrees 
east, to the Whitebear island, a distance of eight 
miles, where the hunters joined him. They had 
seen elk; but in this neighbourhood the buffaloe 
are in such numbers, that on a moderate computa
tion there could not have been fewer than ten thou
sanel within a circuit of two miles. At this season 
they are bellowing in every direetion, so as to form 
an almost continued roar, which at first alarmed 
our horses, who being from the west of the moun
tains, are unused to the noise and appearance of 
these animals. Among the smaller game are the 
brown thrush, pigeons, doves, and a beautitul bird 
called a buffaloe-peeker. 

Immediately on our arrival we began to hunt, 
antI by three in the afternoon had collected a stock 
of food a~ld hides enough for our purpose. V\r e then 
made two canoes, one in the form of a basin, like 
those used by the :Mandans, the other consisting of 

. two skins, in a form of our own invention. They 
were completed the next morning, 

Saturday 12; but the wind continued so high 
~hflt it was not till towards night that we could cru~;~ 
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the river in them, and make our horses swim. In 
the meantime nearly the whole day was consumed 
in search after our horses, which had disappeared 
last night, and seven of which were not recovered 
at dark, while Drewyer was still in quest of them. 
The river is somewhat higher than it was last sum
mer, the present season being much mor~ moist 
than the preceding one, as may be seen in the 
greater luxuriance of the grass. 

Sunday 13. We formed our camp this morning 
at our old station, near the head of the WQitebear 
island, and immediately went to work in making 
gear. On opening the cache, we found the. bear 
.ekins entirely destroyed by the water, which in a 
flood of the river had penetrate(l to them. All the 
specimens of plants were unfortunately lost; the 
chart of the Missouri, however, still remained un
injured, and several articles contained in trunks and 
boxes had suffered but little injury; but a phial of 
laudanum had lost its stopper, and ran into a drawer 
of medicines, which it spoiled beyond recovery. 
The moschetoes have been so troublesome, that it 
was impossible even to write without the assistance 
pf a moschetoe bier. The buffaloe are leaving us 
fast, on their way to the southeast. 

l\londay 14. We cOlltinued making preparations 
for transporting our articles, and as the oid deposit 
was too damp, we secured the trunks on a high 
acaffold, covered with skins, among the thick brush 
on a large island: a precaution against any visit 
flO~ the Indians, should they arrive before the 
mam party arrives here. The carriage wheels were 
Jfi good order, and the iron fraQJe Qf the bpat Q3<\ 
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not suffered materially. The buffaloe have now 
nearly disappeared, leaving behind them a number 
of large wolves who are now prowling about us. 

Tuesday 15. To our great joy Drewyer returned 
to-day from a long search after the horses; for we 
had concluded, from his long stay, that he had pro
bably met 'with a bear, and with his usual intrepi
dity attacked the animal, in which case, if by any 
accident he should be separated from his horse, his 
death ~ould he almost inevitable. Under this im
pressiop, we resolved to set out to-morrow in quest 
of him, when his return relieved us from our appre
hensi,ons. He hall searched for two days before he 
discovered that the horses had crossed Dearborn's 
river, near a spot where was an Indian encampment, 
which seemed to have been abandoned about the 
time the horses were stolen, and which was so closely 
concealed that no trace of a horse could be sern 
within the distance of a quarter of a milt>. He 
crossed the river, and pursued the track of these 
I,ndians westward, till his horse became so much 
fatigued, that he despaired of overtaking them, 
and then returned. These Indians we suppose to he 
a party of Tushepaws, who have ventured out of 
the mO,untains to hunt buffaloe.. During the day 
we were engaged in drying meat and dressing 
skins. At night M'Neal, who had been sent in the 
morning to examine the cache at the lower end of 
the portage returned, hut had been prevented from 
r.eaching that place by a singular ad venture. Just 
~s he arrived near Willow run, he approached a 
thicket of brush in which was a white bear, which 
be did npt qiscover till he was within tell feet of 
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him: his horse started, and wheeling suddenly 
rounll, threw' him almost immediately under the 
hear; I\l'N eal started up instantly, and finding the 
bear raising himself on his hind-feet to attack him, 
struck him on the head with the butt end of his 
musket; the blow was so violent that it broke the 
breech of the musket and knocked the bear to the 
ground, and before he recovered, M'Neal seeing a 
wiEow tree close by, sprang up, and there remained 
while the bear clo§ely guarded the foot of the tree 
until late in the afternoon. He then went off, and 
~\l'Neal being released came down, and having 
found his horse, v.\lich had strayed off ~o the dis
tance of two miles, returned to camp. These animals 
are, indeed, extraordinary ferocious; and it is matter
of wonder, that in all our encounters we have had 
the good fortune to escape. Weare now troubled 
with another enemy, not quite so dangerous, though 
even morc disagreeable: these are the moschetoes, 
who now infest us in such myriads, that we fre~ 
quently get them iuto our throats when breathing, 
and the dog even howls with the torture they occa
sion. Having uow accomplished the object of our 
stay, captain Lewis determined to leave sergeant 
Gass with two men and four horses to assist the 
party who are expected to carry our effects over 
the portage, while he with Drewyer, the two Fields, 
and six horses, proceeded to the sources of Maria's 
river. Accordingly, early in the morning, 

'Vednesday 16, captain Lewis descended, in 3 

skin canoe, to the lower side of :\ledicine river, 
where the horses had previously been sent; and thell 
rcde with his party to the fall of forty-seve~ feet, 
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where he halted for two hours to tIine, and took a 
sketch of the fall. In the afternooil they proceede(l 
to the great falls, near which they slept, umler a 
shelving rock, with a happy exemption from mos
chetoes. These falls have lost much of their gran· 
deur since we saw them, the river being much 
lower now than at that time, though they still form 
a most sublime spectacle. As we came along, we 
met several white bear, but they did not venture 
to attack us. There were but few buffaloe, how
ever, the large having principally passed the river, 
directed their course downwards. There are, as 
usual, great numbers of goats and antelopes dis
persed through the plains, and large flocks of geese, 
which raise their young about the entrance of 1\le
dicine river. We observe here also the cuckoo, or 
as it is sometimes called, the raincraw, a bird which 
is not known either within or west of the Rocky 
m(mntains. 

Thursday 17. After taking a second draft of 
the falls, captain Lewis directed his course N. 10 
degrees W. with an intention of striking Maria's 
river at the point to which he had ascended it in 
1804. The country is here spread into wide and 
level plains, swelling like the ocean, in which the 
view is uninterrupted hy a single tree or shrub, and 
is diversified only by the moving herds of buffaloe. 
The soil consists of a light-coloured earth, inter
mixed with a large proportion of coarse gravel 
without sand, and is by no means so fertile as either 
the plains of the Columbia, or those lower down the 
Missouri. When dry it cracks, and is hard and 
thirsty, while in its wet state it is soft and slimy as 
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soap. The grass is naturally short, and at this time 
is still more so, from the recent passage of the buf
faloe. 

Among the birds which we met was the parti
coloured plover, with the head and neck of a brick 
red; a bird which frequents the littl~ ponds scat
tered over the plains. After travelling twenty miles 
we reached Tansy river; and, as we could 110t go 
as far as l\laria's river this evening, and perhaps 
not find either wood or water before we arrived 
there, we determined to encamp. As we approached 
the river, we saw the fresh track of a bleeding 
buffaloe; a circumstance by no means pleasant, as 
it indicated the Indians had been hunting, and were 
not far from us. The tribes, who principally fre
quent this country, :ue the J\;Iinnetarees of Fort de 
Prairie, and the Blackfoot Indians, both of whom 
are vicious and profligate rovers; and we have, 
therefore, every thing to fear, not only from their 
stealing our horses, but even our arms and baggage, 
if they are sufficiently strong. In order therefore 
to avoid, if possible, an interview with them, we 
hurried across the river to a thick wood, and hav
ing turned out the horses to graze, Drewyer went 
in quest of the buffaloe to kill it, and ascertain 
whether the wound was given by the Indians, while 
the rest reconnoitred the whole country. In about 
three hours they all returned without having seen 
the buffaloe or any Indians in the plains. We then 
dined, and two of the party resumed their search, 
but could see no iligns of Indians, and we therefore 
slept in safety. Tansy river is here about fifty 
yards wide, thou~h its water occupies only thirty-
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n-ve feet~ and is not more than three in depth. It 
nlOst probably rises within the first range of the 
Rocky mountains, and its general course is from 
east to west, as far as we are able to trace it, and 
through wide bottoms, well supplied with both the 
long and broad-leafed cottonwood. The hills on its 
banks are from one hundred to one hundred and 
fifty feet in height, and possess bluffs of earth like 
the lower part of the Missouri: the bed is formed 
of small gravel and mud; the water turbid, and of 
a whitish tint; the banks low, but never overflowed; 
ill short, except in depth and velocity, it is a per
fect miniature of the Missouri. 

Friday 18. A little before sunrise we continued 
on a course north 25 degrees west for six miles, 
when we reached the top of a high plain which 
divides the waters of :Maria and Tansy rivers; and 
a mile further reached a creek of the former, about 
twenty-five yards wide, though with no water ex
cept in occasional pools in the bed. Down this creek 
we proceeded for twelve miles through thick groves 
of timber on its banks, passing such immense quan-
1ities of .buffaloe, that the whole seemed to be a 
single herd. Accompanying them were great num
bers of wolves, besides which we saw some antelopes 
and hares. After dinner we left the creek, which 
we called lluffaloe creek, and crossing the plain 
for si~ miles, came to 1\claria's river and eHcamped 
in a grove of cottonwo~d on its western side, keep
jng watch through the eight, lest we should be sur
prised by the Indians. Captain Lewis was now C(;l1-

vinced that he was above the point to which he 
,'OL. 11. :3 I 



4.'34 LEWIS AND CLARKE"S EXPEDITION 

had formerly ascended; and fearing that some 
branch might come in on the north, between that 
point and our present position, he early in the 
morning, 

Saturday 19, despatched two huntets, who de
scpude(l the river in a direction north 80 degrees 
east, till they came to our former position, at the 
'distance of six miles, without seeing any stream ex
'ccpt Buffaloe creek.· Having completed an obser-
. vat ion of the sun's meridian altitude, captain Lewis 
proceeded along the north side of J.\<Iaria's river. 
The bottoms are in general about half a mile wide, 
ami possess considerable quantities of cottonwood 
timber, and an underbrush, consisting of honey
snckle, rose bushes, narrow-leafed willow, and the 
plant called, by the ehgagees, buffaloe grease. 
The plains are level and beautiful, but the soil is 
thin, and overrun with pricldy pears. It consists of 
a sort of white or whitish-blue clay, which, after 
being trodden when wet by the buffaloe, stands up in 
hard sharp points, which are as painful to the horses 
as the great quantity of small gravel, which is 
every where scattered over the ground, is in other 
])art8 of the plains. The bluffs of the river are 
high, steep, and irregular, and composed of a sort 
of earth which easily dissolves and slips into the 
water, though with occasional strata of freestone 
near the tops. The bluffs of the Missouri above 
l\laria's river, differ from these, in consisting of a 
firm red or yellow clay, which does not yield to 
water, and a large proportion of rock. The buffa~ 
loe are not so abundant as they were yesterday; 
but there are still antelopes. wolves, geese, pidgeon., , 
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doves, hawks, ravens, crows, larks, and sparrows, 
though the curlew has disappeared. At the dis
tance of eight miles a large creek falls in on the 
south side, and seven miles beyond it, another thirty 
yards wide, which seem to issue from these moull
tains, stretching from east to west, ill a direction 
north 10 degrees west from its mouth, and which. 
from their loose, irregular, and rugged appearance, 
we called the Broken mountains: that in the centre 
terminates in a conic spire, for which reason we 
call&d it the Tower mountain. After making 
twenty miles we halted for the night, and t4e next 
morning, 

Sunday 20, continued our route up the river 
through a country resembling that which we passed 
yesterday, except that the plains are more broken. 
and the appear31)ces of mineral salts, common to 
the :Missouri plains, are more abundant than usual; 
these are discerned in all the pools, which indeed 
at present contain the only water to be found 
throughout the plains, and are so strongly impreg
naten. as to be unfit for any use except that of the 
buffaloe, who seem to prefer it even to the water of 
the river. The low grounds are well timbered, a11(l 
contain also silk-grass, sand.,.rush, wild liquorice, 
and sunflowers, the barb of which are now ill 
bloom. Besides the geese, ducks, aud other bi rds 
common to the country, we have seen fewer buf
faloe to-day than yesterday, though elk, wolvE'S 
and antelopes, continue in equal numbers. There 
is also much appearance of beaver, though none of 
otter. At the distance of six miles we passed a creek 
from the south; eighteen miles further one from the 
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north, four mi',es beyond which we encamped. The 
river is here one hundred and twenty yards wide, 
and its water is but little dimi;lished as we ascend. 
Its general course is very straight. From the ap
p,~rellt descent of the country to the north and 
above the Broken mountains, it seems probable that 
the south branch of the Saskashawan receives some 
of its waters from these plains, and that one of its 
streams must, in descending from the Rocky moun
tains, pass not far from J\:laria's river, to the north
east of the Broken mountains. We slept in peace, 
without being annoyed by the moschetoes, whom 
we have not seen since we left ~he Wbi~ebear 
islands. 



UP THE MISSOURI. 437 

CHAPTER XV. 

Captain Lewis and his party still proceed on the rout" mrntioned in the 13£( 
chapter, and arrive at the forks of Maria's river, of which river a particular 
description is given-alarmed by the evidence that they are in the neigh
bourhood ofunfri!'ndly IndiaHs, and much distressed for want of provisions
tbe weatber proving unfavourable, tbey are compelled to return-the face 
of the country described-interview with the unfriendly Indians, called 
Minnetarel'! of Fort de Prairie-mutual consternation-resolution of cap
tain Lewis-they encamp together for the night, apparently with amicable 
dispositions-the conversation that ensued between these new visitants"-the 
conflict occasioned by the Indians attemptiug to seize the rilles and horses 
,of the party, in which one is mortally wOllnded-captain Lewis kills another 
Iodian, and his narrow escape-having taken four horses belonging tu the 
Indians, th!'y hasten with all expedition to joiu tbe party attached to captaill 
Clarke-arriving near the Missouri they are alarmed by the so lind of riiles, 
which proves fortunately to be from the party of their friends untler the 
command of sergeant Ordway-the two detachments thus fortunately united, 
leave their horses and descend the Missouri in canoes-they continue their 
route down the river to form a junction with captain Clarke-vast quanti r 

ties of game found in their passage down the river-captain Lewis aceiden~ 
tally wounded by one of Itis own party-they proceed down the l\li;suuri, 
lind ~t length joiu captain Clarke. 

Monday 21. AT sunrise we proceeded along 
the northern side of the river for a short distance,. 
when ,finding the ravines too steep, we crossed to 
the south; but after continuing for three miles, re
turned to the north and took our course through 
the plains, at some distance from the river. After 
making fifteen miles, we came to the forks of the 
river, the largest branch of which bears south 75 
degrees west to the mountains, while the course of 
the other is north 40 degrees west. We halted fo,r 
dinner, and believing, on examination, that the 
northern branch came from the mountains, and 
would probably lead us to the most northern extent 
of Maria's river, we proceeded along, though at a 
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distance over the plains, till we struck it eight 
miles from the junction. The river is about thirty 
yards wide; the water clear but shallow, rapid, and 
unfit for navigation. It is closely confined between 
cliffs of freestone, and the adjacent country broken 
and poor. 'Ve crossed to the south side, and pro
ceeded for five miles, till we encamped under a 
cliff, where, not seeing any timber, we made a fire 
of buffaloe dung, and passed the night. The next 

day, 
Thursday 22, we went on; but as the ground 

was now steep and unequal, alld the horses feet very 
sore, we were obliged to proceed slowly. The river 
is still confined by freestone cliffs, till at the dis,. 
tance of seven miles the country opens, is less 
covered with gravel, and has some bottoms, though 
destitute of timber or underbrush. The river here 
makes a considerable bend to the northwest, so that 
we crossed the plains for eleven miles when we again 
crossed the river. Here we halted for dinner, and 
having no wood, made a fire of the dung of buffa..., 
loe, with which we cooked the last of Qur llleat, ex.., 
erpt a piece of spoiled buffaloe. Our course then 
lay across a level beautiful plain, with wide bottoms 
near the bank of the river. The banks are about 
three or four feet high, but are not overflowed. 
After crossing for ten miles a bend of the river to
wards the south, we saw, for the first time during 
the day, a clump of cottonwood trees in an exten
l1ive bottom, amI halted there for the night. This 
place is about ten miles below the foot of the Rocky 
mountains; and being now able to trace distinctly, 
that the point at which the riyer issued from thos, 



UP TRE MISSOURI. 439 

mountains was to the south of west, we conclmlell 
that we had reached its most northern point; and as 
we have ceased to hope that any branches of l\'laria's 
river extend as far north as the fiftieth degree of 
latitude, we deem it useless to proceed further, all(l 
rely chiefly on Milk and Whiteearth rivers for the 
desired boundary. We therefore determined to re
main here two days, for the purpose of making the 
necessary observations, and resting our horses. The 
next morning, 

Wednesday 23, Drewyer was sent to examine 
the bearings of the river, till its entrance into the 
mountains, which he found to be at the distance of 
ten miles, and in a direction south 50 degrees west; 
he had seen also the remains of a camp of eleven 
leathern lodges, recently abandoned, which induced 
us to suppose, that the l\Jinnetarees of Fort de Prai
rie are somewhere in this neighbourhood; a suspi
ciolt which was confirmed by the return of the hun
ters, who had seen no game of any kind. As these 
Iudians have probably followed the buffaloe towards 
the main branch of Maria's river, we shall not strike 
it above the north branch. The course of the moun
tains still continues from southeast to northwest; in 
which last direction from us, the front range appears 
to terminate abruptly, at the distance of thirty-five 
miles. Those which are to the south west, and more 
distinctly in view, are of an irregular form, com
posed chiefly of clay, wi~h a very small mixture of 
rock, without timber, and, although low, are yet 
partially covered with snow to their bases. The 
river itself has nearly double the volume of water 
which it possessed when we first saw it below; a 
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circumstance to be ascribed, no d.oubt, to the .great 
evaporation and absorption of the water in its pas.;. 
sage through these open plains. The rock in this 
neighbourhood is of a white colour, and a fine grit, 
and lies in horizontal strata in the bluffs of the river. 
We attempted to take some fish, but could procure 
only a single trout. We had therefore nothing to 
eat, except the grease which we pressed from our 
tainted meat, and formed a mush of cows, reserving 
one meal more of the same kind for to-morrow. We 
have seen near this place a number of the whistling 
squirrel, common in the country watered by the 
Columbia, but which we observed here for ,the first 
time in the plains of the :Missouri. The cottonwood 
too, of this place, is similar to that of the Columbia, 
Our observations this evening were prevented by 
clouds. The weather was clear for a short time ill 
the morning, 

Thursday 24, but the sky soon clouded over, end 
it rained during the rest of the day . We were, 
therefore, obliged to remain one day longer, for the 
purpose of completing our observations. Our sitna
tion now became unpleasant from the rain, the 
coldness of the air, amI the total absence of all 
game; for the hunters could find nothing of a large 
kind, and we were obliged to subsist on a feW' 
pigeons, and a kettle of mush made of the remainder 
of our bread of cows. This supplied us with one 
more meal in the morning, 

Friday 25, when finding that the cold and rainy 
weather would still detain us here, two of the men 
were despatched to hunt. They returned in the 
evening with a fine buck, on which we fared sump-
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ttlously. In their excursion they had gone as far a!i 
the main branch of 1\{aria's river, at the distance 
of ten miles, through .an open extensive valley, ill 
which were scattered a great number of lodges 
lately evacuated. The next morning, 

Saturday 26, the weather was still cloudy, so 
that no observation could be made, and what added 
to our disappointment, captain Lewis's chronometer 
stopped yesterday from some unknown cause, though 
when set in motion again it went as usual. We now 
despaired of taking the longitude of this place; and 
as our staying any longer might endanger our re
turn to the United States during the present season, 
we therefore waited till nine o'clock, but seeing no 
prospect of that kind, we mounted our horses, and 
leaving with reluctance our present position, which 
we now named Camp Disappointment, directed our 
course across the open plains, in a direction nearly 
southeast. At twelve miles distance we reached a 
branch of Maria's riyer, about sixtrfive yards wide, 
which we crossed, and continued aleng its southern 
side for two miles, where it is joined by another 
branch, nearly equal in size, from the southwest; 
and far more clear than the north branch, which 
is turbid, though the beds of both are composed of 
pebbles. We now decided on pursuing this river to 
its junction with the fork of Maria's river, which 
we had ascended, and thell cross the country 
obliquely to Tansy river, and descend that stream 
to its confluence with Maria's river. We therefore 
crossed and descended the river, and at one mile 
below the junction halted to let the horses &,ra:l.e in 

YOLo II. .a ~ 
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a fertile bottom, in which were some Indian lodges,· 
that appear to have been inhabited during the last 
winter. We here discel'n more timber than the 
c'Juntry in general possesses; for besides an under
growth of rose, honeysuckle, and redbel'ry bushes .. 
and a small quantity of willow timber, the three 
species of cottonwood, the narrow-leafed, the broad
leafed, and the species kU0wn to the Columbia, 
though here seen for the first time on the Missouri, 
are all united at this place. Game, too, appears in 
greater abundance. We saw a few llntt}lopesi and 
wolves, and killed a buck, besides which we saw· 
also h~o of the smaH burrowing foxes of theplaius, 
about the fize of the common domestic cat, and of 
a reddish brown colour, except the tail, which is . 
black. 

At the distance of three miles we ascended the 
hills close 'to the river side, while Drewyer pursued 
the valley of the river 011 the opposite side. But 
scarcely had captain Lewis reached the high plain" 
when he saw about a mile on his lef4 a collection 
of about thirty horses. He immediately halted, 
and by the aid of his. spy-glass discovered, that one 
half of the horses were saddled, and that on tho 
eminence above the horses, several Indians were. 
looking down towards the river, poobabty at 
Drewyer. This was a most unwelcome sight. The.iJ: 
probable numbers rendered any contest willi them 
of doubtful issue; to attempt to escape would only 
invite pursuit, and our horses were so bad that we 
must certainly beovertaken; besides which, Drewyer 
could not yet be aware that the Indians were near, 
and if we ran he would most probably be sacrificed. 
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We therefore determined to make the best of our 
situation, amI advance towards them in a friendly 
manner. The flag which we had brought in case 
of any such accident was therefore displayed, and 
we continued slowly our march towards them. Their 
whole attention was so engaged by Drewyer, that 
they did not immediately di~cover us. As soon as 
they did see us they appeared to be much alarmed, 
and rim about in confusion; some of them came 
down the hill and drove their horses within gun
shot of the eminence, to which they then returned, 
as if to wait our arrival. When We came within a 
quarter of a mile, one of the Indians mounted and 
rode at full speed to receive us; but when within a 
llUndred paces of us he halte(J;' and captain Lewis, 
who had alighted to receive him, held out his haml 
and beckoned to him to approach; he only looked 
at us for some time, and then, wiihout saying a 
word, returned. to his companions with as much 
haste as he had advanced. The whole party now 
descended the hill and rode towards us. As yet we 
saw only eight, but presumed that there must be 
more behind us, as there were several horses sad
dled. We however advanced, and captain Lewis 
now told his two men, that he believed these were 
the MinnetarBes of Fort de Prairie, who, from their 
infamf)us character, would in all probability attempt 
to roh them: but being determined to die rather 
than lose his papers and instruments, he intended 
to resist to the last extremity, and advised them to 
do the same, and to be on the alert should there be 
any rlisposition to attack tIs. 

When the two parties came within a hundred 
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yards of each other, all the Indians, except one, 
halted; captain Lewis therefore ordered his two 
men to halt while he advanced, and after shaking 
hands with the Indian went on and did the same 
with the others in the rear, while the Indian him. 
self shook hands with the two men. They allllow 
came up, and after alighting, the Indians asked to 
smoke with us. Captain Lewis, who was very anx
ious for Drewyer's safety, told them, that the man 
who had gone down the river had the pipe, and re
quested, that as they had seen him, one of them 
would accompany R. Fields to bring him bac){. 
To this they assented, and Fields went with a young 
man in search of Drewyer. Captain Lewis now asked 
them hy signs if thej were the Minnetarees of the 
north, and was sorry to learn by their answer that 
his suspicion was too true. He then inquired if there 
was any chief among them. They pointed o11t 
three; but though he did not believe them, yet it 
was thought best to please them, and he therefore 
gave to one a flag, to another a medal, and to a 
third a h31ldkerchief, They appeared to be well sa
tisfied with these presents, and now recovered from 
the agitation into which Ollr tint interview had 
thrown them, for ,they were really more alarrp.ed 
than ourselves at the meeting. 111 OlIr turn, how
ever, we became equally satisfied, on finding that 
they were not joined by any more of their compa ... 
nions: for we consider ourselves quite a match for 
eight Indians, particularly as these have but two 
guns, the rest being armed with only eye-dogs and 
bow~ and arrows. As ·it was growing late, captaill 
teWls proposed, that they should enc;lmr to~ethef 
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near the river; for he was glad to see them, amI had 
a great deal to say to them. They assented; and 
being soon joined by Drewyer, we proceeded to
wards the river, and after descending a very steep' 
bluff', two hundred and fifty feet high, encampe£l 
in a small bottom. Here the Indians formed a 
large semicircular tent of dressed buffaloe skins, 
in which the two parties assembled, and by the 
means of Drewyer, the evening was spent in con
versation with the Indians. . They informed us, 
that they were a part of a large band, which, 
at present, lay encamped on the main branch of 
Maria's river, near the foot of the Rocky moun
tains, and at the distance of a day and a half's 
journey from this place. Another large band were 
hunting buff aloe J}ear the Broken mountains, from 
which they would proceed in a few days to the 
north of Maria's river. With the first of these there 
was a white man. They added, that from this place 
to the establishment on the Saskashawan, at which 
they trade, is only six days. easy march, that is, 
Iluch a day~s journey as can be made with their 
women and children; so that we computed the dis
tance at one hundred and sixty miles. There they 
carry the skins of wolves and some beavers, a11(1 
~xchange them for guns, ammunition, blankets, 
spirituous liquors, and the other articles of Indian 
traffic. Captain Lewis in turn informed them, that 
he had come from a great distance up th!! large 
river which runs towards the rising sun; that he 
had been as far as the great lake where the sun 
$ets; that he had seen many natious, the greater 
pa~t of whom were at war with each other, but by 
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his mediation were restored to peace; and all had 
been invited to come and trade with him west of 
the mountains: he was now on his way borne, but 
had left his companions at the falls, and come in 
search of the :Minnetarees, in hopes of inducing 
them to live at peace with their neighbours, and to 
visit the trading houses which would be formed at 
the entrance of Maria's river. They said that they 
were anxious of being at peace with the Tushepaws, 
but those people had· lately killed a number of their 
relations, as they proved by showing several of the 
party, who had their hair cut as a sign of mourn
ing. They were equally willing, they added, to 
come down and trade with us. Captain Lewis there~ 
fore proposed that they should send some of their 
young men to invite all their band to meet us at 
the mouth of 1\1aria's river, and the rest Of the-party 
to go with llS to that place, where he hoped to :6.n(1 
his men, offering them ten horses and some tobacco 
in case they would accompany us. To this they 
made no reply. Finding them very fond of the pipe, 
captain Lewis, who was desirous of keepillg a con
stant watch during the night, smoked with them 
until a late hour, and as soon as they were all asle·ep, 
he woke R. Fields, and ordering him to rouse lis all 
in case any Indian left the camp, as they would 
probably attempt to steal our horses, he lay down 
by the side of Drewyer in the tent with all the 
Indians, while the Fields were stretched near the 
fire at the mouth of it. At sunrise, 

Sunday 27, the Indians got up, and crowde(1 
round the fire, near which J. Fields, who was then 
Oll watch, had carelessly left his rifle, near the head 
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of his brother, who was still asleep. One of the In .. 
dians slipped behind him, and, unperceived, took 
his brother's and his own rifle, while, at the same 
time, two others seized those of Drewyer and cap
tain Lewis. As soon as Fields turned round, he saw 
the Indian running off with the rifles, and instantly 
calling his ,brother, they pursued him for fifty or 
sixty yards: and just as they overtook him, in the 
scuffle for the rifles, R. :Fields stabbed him through 
the heart with his knife: the Indian ran about fif
teen steps, and fell d€ad. They now ran back with 
their rifles to the camp. The moment the fellow 
touched his gun, Drewyer, who was awake, jumped 
up, and wrested it from him. The noise awok.e 
captain Lewis, who instantly started from the 
ground, and reached to seize his gun; but finding" 
it gone, drew a pistol from his belt, and, turning 
about, saw the Indian running, off ,,,ith it. He f'Ol
Iewed him and ordered him to lay it down, which 
he was doing, just as the Fields came up, and were 
taking aim to shoot him, when captain Lewis or
dered them not to fire, as the Indian did not flppear 
to intend any mischief. He dropped the gun and 
was going sl'Owly off as Drewyer came out and 
asked pel1mission to kill him, but this captain Lewis 
forbid as he had not yet attempted to shoot us. But 
finding th3it the Indians were now endea vonring t'O 
drive off all the horses, he ordered three of them to 
foHow the main party who were chasing the horses 
up the river, and fire ,insbmtly upon the thieves; 
while he, without taking time to run for hili shot
pouch, pursuecl the fellow who had stolen his gUlJ 
",wl aJluther Incliaol who were driving away the 
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horses on the left of the camp. He pressed them s(1 
closely that they left twelve of their horses, but 
(!o11tinued to drive off one of our own. At the dis
tance of three hundred paces they entered a steep 
niche in the river bluffs, when captain Lewis, being 
too much out of breath to pursue them any further, 
called out, as he did several times before, that un
less they gave up the horse he wonld shoot them. 
As he raised his gun, one of the Indians jumped 
behind a rock, and spoke to the other, who stopped 
at the distance of thirty paces, as captain Lewis shot 
him in the belly. He fell on his knees and right el
bow, but raising himself a little, fired, and then 
crawled behind a rock. The shot had nearly been 
fatal; for captain Lewis, who was bareheaded, felt 
the wind of the ball very distinctly. Not'having 
his shot-pouch. he could not reload his rifle, and 
having only a single load also for his pistol, he 
thought it most prudent not to attack the Indians-, 
all(l therefore retired slowly to the camp. He was 
met by Drewyer, who hearing the report of the 
guns, had come-to his assistance, leaving the Fields 
to pursue the Indians. Captain Lewis ordered him 
to call out to them to desist from the pursuit, as 
we could take the horses of the Indians in place of 
our own; but they were at too great a distance to 
bear him. He therefore returned to the camp, and 
whilst he was saddling the horses, the Fields re
turned with four of our own, having followed the 
Indians until two of them swam the river, and twO' 
others ascended the hills, so that the horses became 
dispersed. 'Ye, however, were rather gainers by 
t.hii contest .. for we took row' of the IIldian hQrse" 
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and lost only one of our own. Besides which, we 
[ounel in the camp four shields, two bows with qui~ 
vers, ami one of the guns which we took with us, 
and also the flag which we had presented to them; 
but left the medal round the neck of the dead man, 
in order that they might be informed who we were. 
The rest of their baggage, except some buffaloe 
meat, we left; an(l as there was no time to be lost, 
we mounted our horses, and after ascending the 
river hills, took our course through the beautiful 
level plains, in a direction a littie to the south of 
east. We had no doubt but that we should be im
mediately pursued by a much larger party, alid 
that as soon as intelligence was given to the band 
near the Broken mountains, they would hasten to 
the mouth: of Maria's river to intercept us. We 
hope, ,however, to be there before them, ,So as to 
form a junction with our friends. We therefore 
pushed our horses as fast as we possibly could, and 
fortunately for us the Indian horses were very good, 
the plains perfectly level, and without many stones 

. or prickly pears, and in fine order for travelling 
after the late rainii. At eight miles from our camp 
we passed a stream forty yards wide, to which, from 
the occurrence of the morning, we gave the name 
of Battle river. At three o'clock we reached Rose 
river, five miles above where We had formerly 
passed it; and having now come by estimate sixty
three miles, halted for an hour and a half to refresh 
our horses, then pursued our journey seventeen miles 
further, when, as the night came on, we Filled a 
buffaloe, and again stopped for two hours. The sky 
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was now overcl'ouded, 1)ut as the moon gave light 
enough to ~how us the route, we 'continued along 

_ througll immense herds of buff aloe for twenty miles, 
and then, ~lmost 'cXnausted with fatigue, halted at 
'two in the 'morning, 

J\1:onday 28, to 'rest ourselves and the horses. At 
daylight we awoke, sore, and scarc~ly able to stand; 
but as our own lives, as well as those of onr com
panions, depeniIed on our pressing iforward, we 
mounted our horses, and set out. The inen were de
sirous of crosSIng the ':Missouriat the Gtbg'sprihg, 
where Rose river approaches so near 'the river, anll 
passi;lg down the 'southwest side of it, an(I'tthris 
'avoid the coun~try at 'the junction of the two rivers, 
through which the' enemy would most probably 
pursue us. ~ut as this circuitous route 'would con
sume the whole day, and the Indians might in'the 
meantime attack 'the canoes at the point, captain 
Lewis told his part,v: it was now ih~ir duty to'tlsk 
their lives for their friends and companions; that 
he would proceed ininiediately to the point, to give 
the alarm to the canoes; 'and if they'bad. not y'et 
arri v ed he would r'aft the Missouri, and, after hiding 
the baggage, ascend the river on foot'tnrough the 
woods till he met them. He told'them also, 'that it 
was h~s d~t~rminatl'on, in case they were attacked 
in crossing the plains,' to tie the bridles ofthe hOrses, 
and stand togethed,111 they }lad eitfler routed their 
enemies, or sold their lives as dearly as possible. To 
this they all assented, and we therefore contimied 

, , ) 

our route to the eastward. till at the 'distance 'of 
twelve miles we came"near the ~lissouri~ when 'we 
heard a noise, l\'hich' seemed like the . report of a 
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gun. We tller~(1re quic~ene4 o~r pace for eigh~ 

miles f~rther, ~p.d, abo~t five miles from the Grog 
-spring, now h~afd 4istinc~ly ~he nqise of several 
rifles from the river. We hurried to the bank, all4 
saw with exquisite sati~factiOll opr friends ~OJl1~~g 
down the river. They landed to greet us, and after 
turning our horses loose, Wf.! ,eI?ba!ked with our 
baggage~ and went down ~o the spo~ '\:Vhere we ha4 
made a deposit. This, after re~qnnoitring the adja
cent counby, we opened; but vnfortunatelythe 
cache had eaved in, and most of the articles were 
iujuretl. We took whatever w~s still worth pre~ 
serving, and immediately proceeded to the point, 
where.we found our deposits in good order. By a 
singular good f9rtune we were here joined by se,r
gea~t G-ass a,nd Willard from the falls, who ha(~ 

h,een ordered to bring ,the h()rses here to assist in 
collec.ting mea,t for the voyage, as it had been c;:tl
culated that the canoes would reach this place 
,-nuch sooner than captain Lewis's party. After a 
very ~eavy shower of rain and ha,l, attended with 
v.iolent thunder and Jig~~ning, we left the point, 
and giving a :6nal discll<lrge ,to our horses, went 
over to the i"land where we had left our red 
periogue, which, howeyer, we fonnd so much de
cayed, that we had no means of repairing her: we 
therefore tOQk all the iron work out of her, al1(1 
proceeding down the river fi,fteen 'Piles, encamped 
near some cottol1wo()d trees, one of which was of the 
narrow-leafed species, and the first of that species 
we had remarked as we ascended the river. 

Sergeant Ordway's party, which had left the 
,"outh Qf l\fatJ,isoll river on jhe lath, had descended . , 
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in safety to the Whitehear island, where he arrived 
011 the 19th, and after collecting the baggage, left 
the falls on the 27th in the white periogue and five 
canoes, while sergeant Gass and Willard set out at 
the same time by land with the horses, and thus 
fortunately met together. 

Tuesday 29. A violent storm of rain and hail 
came on last night; and as we had no means of 
making a shelter we lay in the rain, and during the 
whole day continued so exposed. The two small 
canoes were sent ahead, in order to hunt elk and 
buffaloe, which are in immense quantities, so as to 
provide shelter as well as food for the party. We 
then proceeded very rapidly, with the aid of a strong 
current, and after passing, at one o'clock, the Na
tural walls, encamped, late in the evening, at our 
former encampment of the 29th of l\!fay, 1805. 
The river is now as high as. it has been during the 
present season, and every little rivulet discharges 
torrents of water, which bring down such quanti~ 
ties of mud and sand, that we can scarcely drink 
the water of the Missouri. The buffaloe continue 
to be very numerous, but the elk are few. The 
highorns, however, are in great numbers along the 
steep cliffs of the river, and being now ill fine or-:
der, their flesh is e~tremely tender, delicate, amI 
well flavoured, and resembles in colour and flavour 
our mutton, though it is not so strong. The brown 
curlew has disappeared, and has probably gone to 
some other climate, after rearing its young in these 
plains. 

. Wednesday 30. The rains still prevented US from 
stopping to dry our baggage, and ~e therefore 
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proceeded with a strong current, which, joined to 
our oars, enabled us to advance at the rate of seven 
miles an hour. We went on shore several times, for 
the purpose of hunting, and procured several big.,. 
horns, two buffaloe, a beaver, an elk, and a female 
brown bear, whose talons were six and a quarter 
inches in length. In the evening we encamped on 
an island two miles above Goodrich's island, and 
early in the morning. 

Thursday 31, continued our route in t1te rain, 
passing, during the greaterpatt of the day, through 
bigh pine hills, succeeded by low grounds abound
ing in timber and game. The buffaloe are scarce; 
but we procured :6fteen elk, fourteen deer, two 
b~horns, and a beaver. The elk are in fine order, 

. particularly the males, who now herd together in 
small parties. Their horns have reached their full 
growth, but still retain the velvet or skin which 
covers them. Through the bottoms are scattered a 
,number oflodges, some of which seem to have been 
lmilt last winter, and were probably occupied by 
the Minnetarees of Fort de Prairie. The river is 
still rising, and more muddy than we have ever 
seen it. Late last night we took shelter from the 
rain in some old Indian lodge~, about eight miles 
below the entrance of North-mountain creek, and 
then set ou t, 

Friday, August 1, at an early hour. We passed 
the Muscleshell river at eleven o'clock, and fifteen 
miles further landed at some Indian lodges, where 
:we determined to pass the night, for the rain still 
~ontinued, and we feared that the skins of the big
'}~m would spoil by being constantly wet. Having 
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made fires, therefore, and exposed them to dry, we 
proceeded to hnnt. The next day, 

Saturday 2, wall fair and warm, and we availed 
oursel ves of this occasion to dry all our baggage in 
the sun. Such is the immediate effect of fair wea
ther, that since last evening the river has fall ell 
eighteen inches. Two men were sent forward in a 
canoe to hunt; and now, having reloaded our ca
noes, we resolved to go on as fast as pDss~ble, and 
accordingly set out, 

Sunday 3, at an early hour, and without stDpping 
as usual to cook a dinner, encamped in the evenjng 
two miles above our camp of May 12, 1805. We 
were here joined by the two hURters, who had killed 
twenty-nine deer since they left us. Thes..e ani.rnals 
are in great abundance ill- the rivel' b~toms, an«J 
very gentle. We passed also a great number of elk, 
wolves, sotne bears, beaver, geese, a few ducks, the 
party-coloured corvus, a calumet eagle, some bald 
eagles, and Ted-headed woodpeckers, but very few 
buff' aloe. By four o~cloc-k next morning, 

Monday-4, we were again in motion. At .eleveu 
'We passed the Bigdry river, which -has now a bold, 
even,but shallow current, sixty yards in .width, 
'undhaltecl for a ·few .minutes at the mouth of Milk 
l'iver. This stream is at 'pr-esent 'full of water, re-:
sembling in colour that of the l\1issouri; and as it 
possesses quite as mu~h. water as Maria's river, we 
have no doribtthatit extends to a considerable dis.,. 
tance towards the north. We here killed a very 
large rattlesnake. Soon after we passed several 
'herds of buft'aloe and elk, antI. encamped at night, 
-two miles below the gulf, OIl the northeast side of 
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the river. For the first time this season, we were 
sa~uted with the cry of the whippoorw~ll, or goat
sucker of the Missouri. 

Tuesday 5. We waned until noon, in hopes ,of 
being oV'ertaken by two of the men. who had 'gone 
-ahead in a canoe to hunt, 1wo days :ago,but who 
were at a distance from the river as we 'passed.theID;. 
-As they did -not arrive 'by that time, we concluded 
that they had passed;usinthe night, and therefore 
'proceeded until late, 'When we encampccl.about ten 
f.miles beldw Littledry i1iver. 'Veagain saw:great 
'numbers ofbttffaloe, elk, deer, ant elope .. and wolves.; 
-also eagles, and other birds, among which were 
~geese, and a solitary pelican, :neither of whom can 
'fly at present, ,as they are now sheading the fea
thers bf'their ,wings. 'Ve also' saw, several bear; 
-one of them the largest, except one, we had ever 
seen,-for he m'easured nine' feet, from the nose, to.the 
jeXtremity of the tail. 

'During the night a ,'iolent storm came on from 
'theiloi'tltoost with such -torrents of rain, that we 

,:bad scarcely time to unload the canoes before they 
~filled:with 'water. ·Having 110 shelter, we, ourselves 
'were completeIywet to the skin, and the wind and 
cold air made our situation very unpleasant. We 

Ileft it early. 
'Wedl\esday -6; but after we had i passed Porcu

-prne· ri'Ver,' were, by the high' wind. obliged to lie 
'by until four o'clock, when the wind abating, we 
"continued, and at night encamped ,five miles below 
"our camp of the lst of May, 1805. Here we were 
again drenched by the rain" which: lasted till ,th, 

"next jmorning I 
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Thursday 7; but being resolved. jf possible. to 
reach the Yellowstone, a distance of eighty-three 
miles, in the course of the day. we set out early; 
and being favoured by the rapid current and good 
oarsmen, pr0ceeded with great speed. In passing 
Martha's river we observed, that its mouth is at 
present a quarter of a mile lower than it was last 
year. Here we find, for the first time. the appea
rance of coal-burnt hills and pumicestone. which 
seem always to accompany each other. At this place 
also are the first elms and dwarf cedars, in the bluffs 
of the river. The ash first makes its appearance in 
one solitary tree at the Ash rapid; but is seen occa
sionally scattered through the low grounds, at the 
Elk rapid, and thence downwards, though it is ge
nerally small. The whole country on the northeast 
side, between Martha and Milk rivers, is a beau
tiful level plain, with a soil much more fe'rtile than 
that higher up the river. The buffaloe. elk. and 
other animals, still continue numerous; as are also 
the bear, who he in wait at the crossing piacesl 

where they seize elk and the weaker cattle, and 
then stay by the carcase. in order to keep oft'the 
wolves, till the whole is devoured. At four o'clock 
we reached the mouth of Yellowstone, where we 
found a note from captain Clarke .. informing us of 
his intention of waiting for us a few miles below. 
We therefore left a memorandum for our two hunts
men, whom we now supposed must be behind lIS, 

and then pUl'sued our course till liight came on, 
when not being able to overtake captain Clarke, we 
encamped. In the moming, . 

Friday S, we s.et out, in hopes of overtaking 
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captain Clarke; but after descending to nearly the 
entrance of White-earth river, without being able 
to see him, we were at a loss what to conjecture. 
In this situation we landed, and began to caulk and 
repair the canoes, as well as prepare some skins for 
clothing; for siIice we ieft the Rocky mountains we 
have had no leisure to make clothes; so that the 
greater part of the men are almost naked. In these 
occupations we passed this and the following day, 
without any interruption, except from the mosche
toes, which are very troublesome; and then having 
completed the repairs of the canoes, we embal'ked, 

Sunday 10, at five in the afternoon; but the 
wind and rain prevented us from going further than 
near the entrance of White-earth river. The next 
day, 

Monday II, being anxious to reach the Burnt 
hills by noon, in order to ascertain the latitude, we 
went forward with great rapidity; but by the time 
we reached that place it was twenty miuutes too 
late to take the meridian altitude. Having lost the 
observation, captain Lewis observed, on the oppo
site side of the river, a herd of elk on a thick sand
bar of willows, and landed with Cruzatte to hunt 

/ them. Each of them fired, and shot an elk. They 
then reloaded, and tOdk different routes in pursuit 
of the game, when just as captain Lewis was taking 
aim at an elk, a ball struck him in the left thigh, 
about an inch below the joint of the hip, and miss
ing the bone, went through the left thigh, and 
grazed the right to the depth of the ball. It in-

Jstantly occurred to him, that Cruzatte must have 
VOL. II. 3 M 
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shot him by mistake for an elk, as he was dressed 
in brown leather, and Cruzatte had not very good 
eye-sight. He tl~ere[ore called out that he was shot, 
and looked towards the place from which the ball 
came; but seeing nothing, he called on Cruzatte 
by name several times, but received no answer. He 
now thought, that as Cruzatte was out of hearing, 
and the shet did not seem to come from more than 
forty paces distance, it must have been fired by an 
Indian; a.nd not knowing how many might be COll

cealed in the bushes, he made towards the periogue, 
calling out to Cruzatte to retreat, as there were In
dians in the wiUows. As soon as he reached the pe
riogue, he ordered the men to arms, and mention
ing that he was wounded, though he hoped 110t 
mortally, by the Indians, bade them follow him to 
relieve Cruzatte. They instantly followed for an 
hundred paces, when his wound became So painful, 
and his thigh stiffened in such a manner, that he 
could go no further. He therefore ordered the men 
to proceed, and, if overpowered by numbers, retreat 
towards the boats, keeping up a fire; then limping 
back to the periogue, he prepared himself with his 
rifle, a pistol, and the air-gun, to sell his life dearly 
in case the men should be overcome. In this state 
of anxiety and suspense he remained for about 
twenty miuutes, when the party returned with Cru
zatte, and reported that no Indians could be seen 
iu the neighbourhood. Cruzatte was now mnch 
alarmed, and declared that he had shot an elk after 
c~ptai~l Le.wis left him, but disclaimed every idea 
ot haVing mtentionally wounded his officer. There 
was no doubt but that he was the person who gave 
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the wound; yet as it seemed to be perfectly acci
dental, and Cruzatte had always conducted himself 
with propriety, no further notice was taken of it. 
The wound was now dressed, and patent lint put 
into the holes; but though it bled considerably, yet 
as the ball had touched neither a bone nor an artery, 
we hope that it may 110t prove fatal. As it was, 
however, impossible for him to make the observa
tion of the latitude of the Burnt hills, which is 
chiefly desirable, as being the most northern parts 
of the Missouri, he declined remaining till to-mor
row, and proceeded on till evening. Captain Lewis 
could not now be removed without great pain, as he 
had a high fever. He therefore remained on board 
during the night, and early the next morning, 

Tuesday 12, proceeded with as much expedition 
as possible; and soon afterwards we put ashore, to 
visit a camp, which we found to be that of Dickson 
and Hancock, the two Illinois traders, who told us 
that they had seen captain Clarke yesterday. As 
We stopped with them, we were overtaken by our 
two hunters, Colter amI Collins, who had been mis
sing since the third; They informed us, that after 
following us the first day, they concluded that we 
must be behind, amI waited for us during several 
days, when they were convinced of their mistake, 
and had then come on as rapidly as they could. 
We made some presents to the two traders, and 
then proceeded~ till at olle o'clock we joined our 
friends and companions, under captain Clarke. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

The party, commanded by captain Clarke, previous to his heing joined hy 

captain Lewis, proceed along Clarke's ril'er, in pursuance of the rllute 

mentioned in a preceding chapter-their sorry commemoration of ollr na

tional anni'''l'sary-an instance of Sacajawea's strength of memory-de_ 

scription of the river and of the surronlldmg country, as the party proceed

.several of the horses helongipg to tl)e pOl'ty slIpposed to be stolen /ly tbeif 
I ndian nei~hbollrs-they reach Wisdom rivrr-"xt~aordioary hrat of a 

spring-the strong attachment of the party for tobacco-which they find,oR 

opelllllg a cache-sergeant Ordway l'eCOWl. the horses-captain Clarke di
vid.,s his party, olle detal'hment of which was to descend the river-Ihey 

reach Callatin and Jeff~rsoll rivers, of which a description i~ given-arl'ive 

at the )'dlowstone l'iv!'r-some account of Otter and Beaver rivers-an 

example of Indiau fortification-one of the party seriously and acciden

tally woulldnl-engaged in the construction of canoes-twenty-four horst'S 

s!o:en, probably hy the Indians, i~ one night. 

Thursday, July 3, 1806. ON taking leave of 
captain Lewis and the Indiaus, the other division, 
consisting of captain Clarke with :fifteen mell and 
fifty horse~, set out through the valley of Clarke's 
river, along the west~rn side of which they rode ill 
a southern direction. The vall~y is from ten to fit:' 
teen miles in width, tQlerably level, and partially 
~overed with the long-leafed ~nd the pitch pine, 
with some cottoll~QO\I, birch, aJld sweet willow, on 
the borders of the ~treams. Among the herbage are 
two species of clQver, Qne the white clov~r, common 
to the western parts of the United States, the other 
much smaller, both in its leaf and blossom, than 
~ither the red or white ~lover, apd particularly re
hshed by the horses. After crossing eight different 
streams of water, four of which were small, we 
h~lted, at the distance of eighteen mil~s, on ~h~ 
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upper side of a large creek, where we let our horses 
graze, and after dinner resumed our journey in tht( 
same direction we had pursued during the morning, 
till at the distance of eighteen miles further, we 
encamped on the north side of a large creelr. The 
valley became more beautiful as we proceeded, and 
was diversified by a number of small open plains, 
abounding with grass, and a variety of sweet
sc.ented plants, and watered by ten streams which 
rush from the western mountains with considerable 
velocity. The mountains themselves are covered 
with snow, about one fifth from the top, and some 
snow is still to be seen on the high points and in the 
hollows of the mountains to the eastward. In the 
course of our ride we saw a great number of deer, 
a single bear, and some of the burrowing squirrels 
common about the Quamash flats. The moschetoes 
too were very troublesome. 

Friday, July 4. Early in the morning three hun
t.ers were sent out, and the rest of the party having 
c~Ilected the horses and breakfasted, we proceeded 
at seven o'clock up the valley, which is now con
tracted to the width of from eight to ten miles, 
u:.itl~ a good proportion of pitch pine, though its low 
lands, as well as the bottoms of the creeks, are 
strewed with large stones. We crossed five creeks 
of different sizes, but of great depth, and so rapid, 
that in passing the last several of the horses were 
driven down the stream, and some of our baggag~ 
wet. Near this river we saw the tracks of two In
dians, whom we supposed to be Shoshonees. Having 
made sixteen miles, we halted at an early houl', for 
fhe rutpose of doing 'honour to the birth-day of OUf 
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country's independence. The festival was not very 
splendid, for it consisted of a mush made of cows 
and a saddle of venison, nor had we any thing to 
tempt us to prolong it. We therefore went 011 till, 
at the distance of a mile, we came to a very large 
creek, which, like an those in the valley, had an 
immense rapidity of descept; and we therefore pro
ceeded up for some distance, in order to select the 
most convenient spot for fording. Even th~re, how,. 
ever, such was the violence of the current, that al..,. 
though the water was not higher than the bellies of 
the horses, the resi~ance they made in passing 
caused the stream to rise over their backs and loads, 
After passing the creek we inclined to the left, and 
~oon after struck the road which we had descended 
last year, near the spot where we dined on the 7th 
of September. AIOllg this road we continued on the 
west side of Clarke's river, till at the distance of 
thirteen miles, duril1g which we passed three more 
deep large creeks, we reached its western branch,.: 
where we encamped. and having sent out two hun
ters, despatched some men to examine the best ford 
across the river. The game of to-day consisted of 
four deer; though we also saw a herd of ibex, or 
bighorn. By day light the next morning, 

Saturday, July 5, we again examined the ford, 
and having discovered what we conceived to h~ the' 
best, began the passage at a place where the river 
is divided by small islands into six different chan~ 
nels. We, however, crossed them all without any 
damage, except wetting sotneof our provisions and' 
merchandise; and at the distance of a mile came 
to the eastern branch I up which we :proceeded about 
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a mile, till we came into the old roael we had de
scended in the autumn. It soon led us across the 
river, which we found had fallen to the same depth. 
at which we found it last autumn, and along its 
eastern banl .. to the foot of the mountain nearly op
posite Flower creek. Here we halted to let our 
,horses graze, near a spot where there was still a tire 
-burning and the tracks of two horses, which we 

presumed to be Shoshonees; and having dried all 
our provisions, proceeded at about four o' clocl,. 
across the mountain into the valley where we hml 
first seen the Flatheads. We then cr~ssed the ri vel'. 
which we now perceived took its rise from a high 
peaked mountain at about twenty miles to the 
northeast of the valley, and then passed: up it fo~ 
two miles, and encamped after a ride of twenty 
miles during the day. As soon Js we halted seve
ral men were despatched in different directions to 
examine the road, and from their report, concluded 
that the best path would be one about three miles 
up the creek. This is the road travelled by the 
Ootl.ashoots, and will certainly shorten our route 
two days at least, besides being much better, as we 
had been informed by the Indians, than by that we 
came last fall. 

Sunday 6. The night was very cold, succeeded 
by fr.()&t in the morning; and as the horses were 
much scattered, we were not able to set out before 
nine o'clock. We then went along the creek for 
three miles, amI leaving to the right the path by 
which we came last fall, pursued the road taken by 
the Ootlashoots, up a gentle ascent to the dividing 
mountain. which lJeparates the waters of the middle 
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fork of Clarke's river from those of Wisdom and 
Lewis's rivers. On reaching the other side we came 
to Glade creek, down which we proceeded, crossing 
it frequently into the glades on each side, where the 
timber is small and in many places destroyed by 
fire; there are great quantities of quamash now ill 
bloom. Throughout the glades are great numbers 
of holes made by the whistling or burrowing squir
reI; and we killed a hare of the large mountain 
species. Along these roads there are also appea
rances of old buffaloe paths, and some old heads of 
buffaloes; and as these animals have wonderful sa..: 
gacity in the choice bf their routes, the coincidence 
of a buff aloe with an Indian road, was the stronge8t 
assurance that it was the best. In the afternoon we' 

passed along the hill-side, north of the creek, till, 
in the course of six miles, we entered an extensive 
level plain. Here the tracKs of the Indians scattered 
so much that we could no longer pursne it, but 
Sacajaweah recognised the plain immediately. She 
had travelled it often during her childhood, and 
informed us that it was the great resort of tbe 
Shoshonees, who came for the purpose of gathering 
quamash and cows, and of taking beaver, with 
which the plain abounded, and that Glade creek 
was a branch of Wisdom river, and that on reach
ing the hig'her part of the plain, we should see a 
gap in the mountains. on the course to our canoes, 
anu from that gap a high point of' mountain co
vered with snow. At the distance of a mile we, 
crossed a larga creek from the right, as well as 
Fish creek, in a snov,'y mountain, o'ver which there 
is a gap. SOOIl after, on ascending a rising ground, 
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the country spreads itself into a beautiful plain, ex
tending north and south about fifteen miles wide, 
and thirty in length, and surrounded on all sides by 
high points of mountains covered with snow, among 
which was the gap pointed out by the squaw, bear
ing south 56 degrees east. 'Ve had 110t gone two 
miles from the last creek. when we were overtaken 
by a violent storm of wind, accompanied with hard 
rain, which lasted an hour and a half. Having no 

. shelier, we formed a solid column to protect our
selves from the gust, and then went on five miles 
to a small creek, where finding some small timber, 
we encamped for the night, and dried ourselves. 
We here observed some fresh signs of Indians, who 
had been gathering quamash. Our distance was 
twenty-six miles. In the morning, 

Monday 7, our horses were so much scattered, 
that although we sent out hunters in every direc
tion, to range the country for six or eight miles. 
nine of them could not be recovered. They were 
the most valuable of all our 'horses, and so much 
attached to some of their companions, that it was 
difficult to separate them ill the day time. We 
therefore presumed that they must have been stolen 
by some roving Indians, and accordingly left a 
party of five men to continue the pursuit,-while the 
rest went ou to the spot where the canoes had been 
deposited. Accordingly we set out at ten o'clock. 
and pursued a course south 50 degrees east across 
the valley. which we found to he watered by four 
large creeks, with extensive low and miry bottoms. 
and then reached Wisdom river, along the northeast 

,TOL. n. 3 N 
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si~e of whi~h we cppti~we~, t~ll at the d~s~ance of 
si x teen wiles W~ C=lql~ to the three Qrqqc~~s. Near 
th'lt place we stQI\p,e<\ fO,r dinner Cf.t 3: ~lO~ ~pring 
situllted ip th.e 91WQ p~~if\. The bed 9f the wring is 
abQut fifte~n y3r.d1! in ~ifcUlllferN\Ce, anti cOI.Dl\osec! 
Q.f IOQse, h<ilfq, gritty stolles, through which the 
water hOLls in, gre,at q\1,<\ntit\e~. It ill ~lig'htly im
pregll~ted w~tl\ s\llRlwlf, and ilO, bot, that a piece of 
meat, about th,e ~i~e of three {i!lgers" \Va,~ ~omple~Jy 
(lmle in tw.entY':·fiy~ roillutes. AJtH ~iJ,),l1~r ~e pro
ceeded acrQ~s the e~stern b,r,,~cl1 an£l 1f,~9ng· \be 
north side of the midclle br~~ch f.ol uilJ.,e ~i\e~ 
when we reacbl;ld the ga:p il~ the m®ntRjJ)~, 3Ud. 
rook our last le~\'v.e pi this e"tel\sh,:-e va,U(!y, which 
we caned the 119t-spx~ug v.alley. It is indeed a 
beautiful conntry; though enclosed by gwul1tt~i~ 
covered with sno\V, the soil is exceadiogly fertile, 
and we\l supplied with esculent pla"~, while its 
numerous creeks fllrni~ immense <}u,a..n.titie~ of 
beaver. Another Villley les,s extens.iv;e 4I.u.d more. 
rugged op,ened itself to our view a.J\ we p<\ssed 
through the gap; but as we had made twenty-fi.~ 
miles, and th~ night was advancing, W~ hiJlted n.e1H', 

some handsome springs, which fall iu.tQ Willa.fd's 
creek. Af~er a cold night, dqr,ng \\::hlch, OUl' horsps 
separated and could not be collected tm eig~ 
o'clo.ck in tbe m,orning., /"tw· 

Tuesday 8, we crossed the va.lley along the soullh .... 
west side of \Yillard's creek foJ' twelve miles,'¥WtB 
it eDt~r.ed tile mountains. a.nd tl\flling S. W degrees 
E. came t~ the Shoshouee cove, afte~ tidiDg.~ell 
miles; whence we Pl.'oce.edBd~wn tbR west braooh. 
ef Jefferson river, and at. the distance of nine miks~ 
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r~ached as rorks, Where we had d~po!ii{ed our mer
chandise ill the month of August. J\-Iost of the men 
were in the habit of chewiilgtohac<!o; and such was 
their eagerness to procute it after so long a priva.: 
fi6/1, that they scarcely took the saddles from their 
horses before they ran to the cave, and were de
lighted in being able to resume this f'ascin<iting in":' 
dulgence. This was one of the severest ptivatidns 
which we have encountered. Sbme of the meil, 
whose tomahctwks wete so cdnstructetl as to answer 
the purposes of pipes, broke the hamUes of these in
struments, and after cutting them into small frag
ments, chewed them; the wood having, by frequeilt 
smcrldtlg, becotIie strongly impregnated with the 
taste of that plailt. We found every thing safe, 
tl1ovgb. some of the goods were a little damp, and 
one of the canoes had a hole. The fide of this day 
was twell'fy-s-eve1i miles ill length, and tllrough a 
counfty ditetsitied by low marslIy grounds', and 
high, 6p'en and stony plains, terminated by high 
ifiol1nta:itrs, on the tops and along the' northern sides 
of which the Stfow st'ill remailied. Over the wl~oie 
were scattered great quantities of hysop, and the 
differel'i€ s{lecies of shrubs cbmmon to die pf'aillS of 
the Mi~sourt 

We liad now' crossed the whole distance from 
TraveI1er's-rest' creek to' the head of Jefferson's 
river, wllich seerllS to form tlie Best alld shortest 
route' over fhe' n'l'ountain~) during armost the whole 
distance of Olre hUl'ldred and s'ixfy-fo'ur mil'es. It 
is, in fac't, a very ~xc'ellellt road, an'd by cutting a 
few trees, might be reud'ercd a good' rouk for wag
gOlls, with the exception of ab'out fOld nl'ileS over 
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one of the mountains, which would require some 
leveliing. 

"",' ednesday 9. We were all occupied in raising 
and repairing the canoes, and making the neces~ 
,;ary preparations for resuming our journey to-mor
row. The da)' proved cold and windy, so that the 
canoes were soon dried. 'Ve were here overtaken 
by sergeant Ordway and his party, who had disco
vered our horses near the head of the creek on which 
we encamped, and although they were very much 
scattered, and endeavoured to escape as fast as they 
could, he bro~lght them back. The squaw found to
day a plant, which grows in the moist lands, th~ 
root of which is eaten by the Indialls. The stem and 
leaf, as well as the root of this plant, resemble the 
common carrot, in form, size and taste, though the 
colour is of somewhat a paler yellow, The night 
continued very cold, and in the morning. 

Thursday 10, a white frost covered the ground; 
the grass wail frozen, and the ice three quarters of 
an inch thick in a basin of water. The boats were 
now loaded, and captain Clarke divided his mel, 
into two bands, one to descend the river with the 
baggage, while he, with the other, proceeded 011 

horseback to the Rochejaune. After breakfast the 
two parties set out, those on shore skirting the east
ern side of Jefferson river, through Service valley~ 
and over the Rattlesnake mountjlin, into a beauti.., 
ful and extensive country, known among the In
dians by the name of Hahnahappapelah, or Beaver
head valley~ from the number of those animals to 
be found in it, and also from a point ofland resem
blin~ the heacl of a beaver. It e~tellds froJIl th~ 
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Rattlesnake mountain as low as Fra2!ier's creek, 
and is about fifty miles in length, in a direct line, 
while its width varies from ten to fifteen miles, be
ing watered in its whole course by the Jefferson, 
and six different creeks. The valley is open and 
fertile, and besides the innumerable quantities of 
beaver and otter, with which its creeks are supplied, 
the bushes of the low grounds are a favourite resort 
for deer, while on the higher parts of the valley are 
seen scattered groupes of antelopes, and still fur
ther, on the steep sides of the mountains, we observed 
many of the bighorn, which take refuge there from 
tIle wolves and bears. At the distance of fifteen 
miles the two parties stopped to dine, when captain 
Clarke, finding that the river became wider and 
deeper, and that the canoes could advance more 
rapidly than the horses, determined to go himself 
by water, leaving sergeant Pryor, with six men, to 
bring 011 the horses. In this way they resumed their 
jouruey after dinner, and encamped on the eastern 
side of the river, opposite the head of the Three
thou~I}.d-mile island. The beaver were basking in 
great nJ]mbers along the shore; they saw also some 
young wild geese and ducks. The moschetoes were 
very troublesome during the day, but after sunset 
the weather became cool, and they disappeared. 
rhe next morning, 

Friday I L captain Clarke sent four men ahead 
to hunt, and after an early breakfast proceeded 
down a very narrow channel, which was rendered 
more difficult by a high southwest wind, which blew 
from the high snowy mountains in that quarter, amI 
met them in the face at every bend of the river~ 
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which was now become ... ery erdriItM; , At ttodn they 
passed the high point of Idlld oli the left, t() wHich 
Beaverhead valley owes its baine, and at six o'cltidt 
reached Philanthropy river, whith was rtf prestM 
very low. The Wilid now shift~d to the nottlieaS1', 
and, though high, was much warmer than before. 
At !!!even o'eh:tck they reached their eheampment, 
at the elltrance of Wisdom river, on Hi~ Sih or 
Aug'l1st. They found the Fiver very high, but fall
ing. Here too they overtook the htmtets, who had 
1illed a buck and som€ young geese. BesideS tllese 
fhey had seell a great number of geese and sand .. 
hill cran-es, and some deer. The beaver too' were iIi 
great quantities ~long the banks of the rivers, and 
fhrougb the night were flapping their tails' in the 
water round the boats. Hating found the canoe, 
which had been left here 3'S they ascended, t'hey 
employed themselves, , 

Saturday 12,. till eight o'clock, in drawh'lg out 
flle nails. and nia:king paddles of the sides of it. 
Then leaving one of tneir canoes here, tfi'ey s~t out 
after bTeakfast. Immedrately o'elow the foriis-, the 
current became stl'onger thal1- above, anu'tlle course' 
of tll'e ri'Ver straIghter, as faJ' a:s Panther creek, af
ter whlch it becam'e much more croaked:. .It high 
wind now arose from the snowy mountains to the' 
northwest, so that it was with mliefl' difficulty and 
some danger they reached, at three o'clock, the 
entrance of Field's creeK. After dining at that! 
prace, they pursueJ their cotrrte~ a.nd stopp'Nf for 
the night below thei'r encampme'nt of the 31St or 
July last. Beaver, ym:tnlg geelie' amI' deer, conti
nued to' be their garue~ a'nd they sdW some old 
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signs fi buffaloe. The fliloschetoes also were still 
nry trcw.bles.ome. 

Sp.nday 13. Early in the morning tbey set Oll~ 
and at lU>Ull re~ched the entrance of MadisoB rivel'~ 
where !i~rgeant Pryor had arrived with the horses 
about an hour before. The horses were thel;a driven 
ac.r1).S.S Ma,dison and Gallatin rivers, arnI"the whole 
pllrty halted to dille and unload the canoes below 
the mouth of the latter. Here the tw-o parties se
parated; ser.geant Ordway, with nine men, set out 
ill Ili~ canoes to descend the river, while captain 
ClarkI:?, with the remaining ten, und the wife and 
child of Chaboneau, were to proceed by land, with 
fifty hor-ses, to Yellowstone river. They set out at 
fiv,e hi the afiernoon, from the forks of the Missouri,. 
ill a. direction nearly eastward; but as many of the 
hONe.s had sore feet, they were obliged to move 
slowly, and aftet going four miles, halted for the 

. night on the bank of Gallatin's river. This is a 
beautiful s.~eam, and t~ough the current is rapid, 
and obstruct:ea by islands near its mouth, is navi
g.ab1e for cano.es. On its lower side, the land rises 
~raduaUy. to the foot of a mountain, running almost 
pallaHet to it; but the country below it and Madi
son's. river is: a level plain~ covered at present with 
IQw grass, tlte soil being poor, and injured by 
stones and strata of hard white rock along the hill 
sides. Throughout the whole, game was veryabun
daat. They pr~cured deer in the low grounds; bea
ver and otter were seen in Gallatin's river, and elk .. 
wolves, eagles, hawks, crows, and geese, were seeR 
at different parts of the route. The plain was in
tusected ~y~veral great r:oads, leading to a gap 
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ill the mountain, about twenty miles distant, in a di
rection E. N. E.; but the Indian woman, who was 
acquainted with the country, recommended a gap 
more to the southward. This course captain Clarke 
determined to pursue; and therefore at an early 
hour in the morning, 

IV[onday 14, crossed Gallatin's river in a direc
tion south 78 degrees east, and passing over a level 
plain, reached the Jefferson at the distance of six 
miles. That river is here divided into many chan
nels, which spread themselves for several miles 
through the low grounds, and ..are dammed up by 
the beaver in such a manner, that after attempting 
in vain to reach the opposite side, they were obliged 
to turn short about to the right, till with some dif
ficulty they reached a low but firm island, extend
ing nearly in the course they desired to follow. 
The squaw now assured captain Clarke, that the 
large road from Medicine river to the gap we were 
seeking, crossed the upper part of this plain. He 
therefore proceeded four miles up the plain, and 
reached the main channel of the river, which is still 
navigable for canoes, though much divided and 
dammed up by multitudes of beaver. Having forded 
the river, they passed through a large skirt of cot
tonwood timber to a low open p~in, where they 
dined. They saw elk, deer and antelopes, and ill 
every direction the roads made by the buffaloe, as 
well as some old signs of them. The squaw informed 
them, that but a few years ago these animais were 
numerous not only here but even to the sources of 
Jefferson's river; that oflate they have disappeared, 
for the Shoshonecii being feaIrul of going west of. 
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the mountains, have htlnted this country with more 
aetivity, and, of course, driven the buffaloe from 
their usual haunts. After dinner they continued 
inclining to the south of east; through an open level 
plain, till at the distance of twelve miles they 
reached the three forks of Gallatin's river. On 
crossing the southerly branch they fell into the 
buffaloe road, described by the squaw, which led 
them up the middle bi'anch for two miles; this 
branch is provided with immense quantities of 
beaver. but is sufficiently navigable foi' small ca..;. 
noes, by unlading at the worst dams. After cros
sing they went on a mile further, and encamped at 
the beginning of the gap in the mountain, which 
here forms a kind of semicircle, through which the 
three branches of the river pass. Several roads 
come in from the right and left, all tending to the 
gap. A little snow still remains on a naked muun
tain to the eastward, but in every other direction 
the mountains are covered with great quantities. 

Tuesday 15. After an early breakfast, they pur
sued the buffaloe road over a low gap in the moun
tain, to the heads of the eastern fork of Gallatin"s 
river, near which they had encamped last evening, 
and at the distance of six miles reached the top of 
the dividing ridge, which separates the waters of 
the Missouri and the Yellowstone; and on descend
ing the ridge, they struck one of the streams of the 
latter river. They followed its course through an 
open country, with high mountains on each side, 
partially covered with pine, and watered by several 
I!treams, crowded as usual with beaver dams. Nine 
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miles from the top of the ridge, they reached the 
Yellowsi;one itself, about a mile and a half below 
where it issues from the Rocky mountains. It now 
appeared, that the communication between the two 
rivers was short and easy. From the head of the 
:Missouri at its three forks to this place, is a distance 
of forty-eight miles; the greater part of which is 
through a level plain: indeed, from the forks of 
the eastern branch of Gallatin's river, which is there 
navigable for small canoes, to this part of the Yel
lowstone, the distance is no more than eighteen 
miles, with an excellent road over a high, dry 
country, with hills of inconsiderable height, and no 
difficulty in passing. They halted three hours to 
rest their horses, and then pursued the buffaloe road 
along the bank of the river. Although just leaving 
a high snowy mountain, the Yellowstone is already 
a bold, rapid, and deep stream, one hundred and 
twenty yards in width. The bottoms of the river 
are narrow within the mountains, but widen to the 
extent of nearly two miles in the valley below, where 
they are- occasionally overflowed', and the soil gives 
nourishment to cottonwood, rose-bushes, honey .. 
fmckle, rush~s, common coarse grass, a species of 
rye, and such productions of moist lands. On each 
flide these low grounds are bounded by dry plains 
of coarse gravel and sand, stretching back to the 
foot of the mountains, and supplied with a very 
short grass. The mountains on the east side of the 
river are rough and rocky, and still retain great 
quantities of snow; and two other high snowy 
mountains may be distinguished, one bearing north 
fifteen or twenty miles, the other nearly east. They 
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have no covel:ing except .a few scattered pine. 
nor indeed was any timber fit for even a small ca~ 
noe to be seen. At the distance of nine miles from 
the mountain, a river discharges itself into the Yel-
10wstone' from the northwest, under a high rocky 
cliff. It rises from the snowy mountains in that di
rection; is about thir.ty-five yards wide; has a bold 
,deep current; is skirted by some cottonwood and 
willow trees, and, like the Yellowstone itself, seem~ 
to abound in beaver. They gave it the name of 
Shield's -river, after one of the party. Immediately 

.below is a very good buff aloe road, which obviously 
!leads from its head, through a gap in the mountain, 
over to the waters of the l\:lissouri. They passed 
Shield's river, and at three miles further, after. 
,erossing a high TQcky hill, encamped in a low bot
tom, qeaf the entrance of a small creek, As they 
.came through the monntains, they had seen two 
:black bear, and a number of antelopes, as well as 
several herds of elk, of between two and three hilll
dre(l in number, but they were able ~o kill only a 
single elk. The next morning, 

Wednesday 16, a hunter was despatched ahead. 
wh.ile -the party collected the straggling horses. 
'rhey then proceeded down the river, which is very 
straight, and has several islallds covered with cot
tOllwoodand willow'; ,but they equId not procure a 
single tree large enough for a canoe, and being un
willing to trust altogether -to skin canoes, captain 
:Clarke preferred going on until they fonnd some 
timber. The feet of the horses were now nearly 
worn to the quick, particularly the hind feet, m 
~bat they were obliged to mal\e a sort of moccasin, 
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of green buff aloe skin, which relieved them very 
much in crossirig the plains. After passing a bold 
creek from the south, of twenty yards in v.idth, 
they halted for dinner on an island" then went on 
till at night they encamped near the entrance of 
another small stream, having made twenty-six miles 
during the day. They saw some bear, and great 
numbers of antelopes and elks; but the soreness of 
their horses feet rendered it difficult to chase them. 
One of the men caught a fish, which they had not 
seen before; it was eight inches long, and resem
bled a trout in form, but its mou~h was like that 
of the sturgeon, and it had a red streak passing on 
each side from the gills to the tail. In the plains 
were but few plants excep~ the silkgrass, the wild 
indigo, and the sunflower, which are now all in 
bloom. The high grounds on the river are faced 
with a deep freestone rock, of a hard, sharp grit, 
which may also be seen in perpendicular strata 
throughout the plain. 

Thursday 17. It rained during the night, and as 

the party had no covering but a buff aloe skin, they 
rose drenched with water. Pursuing their journey 
at an early hour over the point of a ridge and 
through all open low bottom, reached, at the dis
tance of six and a half miles, a part of the riYcr 
where two large creeks enter immediately opposite 
to each other, one from the northwest, the othn 
from the south of southwest. These captaiI~ Cla.rke 
called Rivers-across. Ten miles and a half further 
t~ey halted for dinner below the entrance of a 
large creek on the northeast side, about thirty 
!qrds in width, which they named OHer river. 
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Nearly opposite to this is another, to which they 
gave the name of Beaver river. The waters of 
both are of a milky colour, and the banks well sup
plied with small timber. The river is now becoming 
more divided by islands, and a number of small 
creeks fall in on both sides. The largest of these is 
about seven miles from the Beaver river, and enters 
on the right: they called it Bratton's river, from 

L 

one of the men. The highlands too approach the 
river more nearly than before; but although their 
sides are partially supplied with pine and cedar, 
the growth is too small for canoes. The buffaloe 
is beginning to be more abundant, and to-day, 
for the first time on this river, they saw a pelican: 
but deer and elk are now more scarce than before. 
In one of the low bottoms of the river was an Indian 
fort, which seems to have been built during the last 
summer. It was built in the form of a circle, about 
fifty fe~t in diameter, five feet high, and formed of 
logs, lapping over each other, and covered on the 
outside with bark set up an end. The entrance alEo 

was guarded by a work on each side of it, facing 
the river. These entrenchments, the squaw informs 
us, are frequently made by the l\linnetarees and 
other Indians at war with the Shoshonees, when 
pursued by their enemies on horseback. After 
m1,lking thirty-three miles they encamped near a 
point of woods in the narrow bottom of the river. 

Friday 18. Before setting out they killed two 
buffaloe, which ventured near the camp. and then 
pursued their route over the ridges of the highlands, 
so as to avoid the bends of the river, which now 
}tVashes the feet of the hills. The face of the count ry 
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is rough and stony, and covered with immense 
quantities of the prickly pear. The river is nearly 
two hundred yards wide, rapiel as usual, and with 
a bed of coarse gravel and round stones. The same 
materials are the basis of the soil in the high bot
toms, with a mixture of dark brown earth. The 
river hills are about two hundred feet high, and 
still faced with a dark freestone rock; and the 
country back of them broken into open waving 
plains. Pine is the only growth of importance, but 
among the smaller plants were distinguished the 
purple, yellow, and bJac1{ currants, which are now 
ripe, and of an e~cellent flavour. About eleven 
o'clock a smoke was descried to the S. S. E., towards 
the termination of the Rocky mountains, intended 
most probably as a signal by the Crow Indians, who 
have mistaken us for their enemies, or as friends to 
trade with them. They could not, however, stop t~ 
ascertain the truth of this conjecture, but rode on, 
and after passing another old Indian fort, similar to 
that seen yesterday, halted for the night on a small 
island, twenty-six miles from their camp of last 
evening. 

One of the hunters, in attempting to mount his 
horse, after shooting a deer, fell on a small piece of 
timber, which ran nearly two inches into the mus
cular part of his thigh. The wound was very pain" 
ful; and were it not for their great anxiety to reach 
the United States this season, the party would have 
remained till he was cured: but the time was too 
precious to wait. The gentlest and strongest horse 
was therefore selected, and a sort of litter formed, 
ill mch a manner as to enable the sick man to lie 
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neatly at full length. They then proceeded gent! y, 
and at the distance of two miles passed It river en
tering from the southeast side, about forty yards 
wide, and called by the Indians Itchkeppearja, or 
Rose river; a name which it deserves, as well from 
its beauty as from the roses which we saw budding 
on'its borders. Soon after they passed another Indiall 
fort on an island, and after making nine miles, 
halted to let the horses graze, and sent out a hunter 
to look for timber to make a canoe, and procure, if 
possible, some wild ginger, to make a poultice for 
Gibson's thigh, which was now exceedingly pain
ful, in consequence of his constrained position. He 
returned, however, without being able to find either; 
but brought back two bucks, and had had a con
test with two white bears, who had chased him; 
but being on horseback he escaped, after wounding 
both of them. There are great quantities. of currants 
in the plains, but almost every blade.ofgrass, for 
many miles, has been destroyed by immense swarms 
of grasshoppers, who appear to be ascendiu.g the 
river. After bking some refreshment, they pro
ceeded, and found that the hills became lower on 
both sides: those on the right overhanging the ri
ver in .cliffs of a darkish yellow earth, and the bot
toms widening to several miles in extent. The tim
ber too, though chiefly cottonwood, is becoming 
large. 

They had not gone far when Gibson's wound be
came so violently painful, that he could no longer 
remain on horseback. He was therefore left with 
two men umler the shade of a tree, while captain 
Clarke went on to seek for some timber. At the 
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distance of eighteen miles from his camp of last 
night he halted, near a thick grove of trees, some 
of which were large enough for small canoes, and 
then searched all the adjacent country till even
ing, when Gibson was brought on to the camp. The 
game of to-day consisted of six deer, seven elk, and 
an antelope. The smoke which had been seen on the 
17th, was again distinguished this afternoon, and 
one of the party reported that he had observed an 
Indian on the highlands on the opposite side of the 
river. The next morning at daylight, 

Sunday 20, two good judges of timber were sent 
down the river, in quest of lumber, but returned 
without being able to find any trees larger than 
those near the camp, nor could they procure any 
for axe-handles except chokecherry. Captain Clatke 
determined therefore to make two canoes, which 
being lashed together, might be sufflcient to convey 
the party down the river, while a few men might 
lead the horses to the Mandan nation. Three axes 
were now sharpened with a file, and some of the 
men proceeded to cut down two of the largest trees, 
on which they worked till night. The rest of the 
party were occupied in dressing skins for clothes, 
or in hunting, in which they were so fortunate as to 
procure a deer, two buffaloe and an elk. The horses 
being much fatigued, they were turned out to rest 
for a few days; but in the morning, 

Monday 21, twenty-four of them were missing. 
Three hunters were sent in different directions to 
look for them, but all returned unsuccessful; and 
it now seeme'd probable, that the Indians, who had 
made the 5iIDoke a few d.ays since, had stolen the 
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)IOTses. 111 the meantime the men worked so dili
gently Oll the canoes, that one of them was nearly 
completed. Late in the evening a very black cloud, 
accomp1nied with thunder and lightning, rose from 
the southeast, and rendered the weather extremely 
warm and disagreeable. The wind too was very 
high, but shifted towards morning, 

Tuesday 22, to the northeast, and became mo
derately cool. Three men were now despatched in 
quest of the horses, but they came back without 
being able to discover even a track, the plains be
ing so hard and dry that the foot makes no impres
sion. This confirms the suspicion of their being 
stolen by the Indians, who would probably take 
them across the plains, to avoid being pursued by 
their traces; besides, the improbability of their 
'Voluntarily leaving the rushes and grass of the ri ver 
botto~s, to go on to the plains, where they could 
find nothing but a short grass. Four men were 
again sent out with orders to encircle the camp for 
a great distance round, but they too returned with 
'no better success than those who had preceded 
them. The search was resumed in the morning, 

Wednesday 23, and a piece of a robe and a moc
casin were discovered not far from the camp. The 
ptoccasin was worn out in the sole, and yet wet, 
and had every appearance of having been left btlt 
a few hours before. This sign was conclmive, that 
the Imlia,ns bad taken our horses, and were stiIl 
prowling about for the remaiuder, who fortunately 
escaped last night, by being in a small prairie, sur
rounded by thick timber. At l~ngth Labiche, who 
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is one of the best tracI .. ers, returned from a very 
wide circuit, and informed captain Clarke that he 
had traced the tracks of the horses. which were 
bending their course rather down the river towards 
the open plains, and from the track, going very ra
pidly. All hopes of recovering them was abandoned. 
The Indians are not the only plunderers who sur
round the camp; for last night the wolves or dogs 
stole the greater part of the dried meat from the 
scaffold. The wolves, which constantly attend the 
buffaloe, are here in great numbers, for this seems 
to be t~e commencement of the buffaloe country. 
Besides them are seen antelopes. pidgeons, doves. 
haw ks, ravens, crows, larks, sparrows. eagles, 
Lank-martins, &c. &c.; great numbers of geese, 
too, which raise their young on this river, have 
passed the camp. The country itself consists of 
heautifullevel plains, but the soil is thin and stony, 
anci both plains and low grounds are covered with 
great quantities of prickly pear. 

At noon the two canoes were finished. They are 
twenty-eight feet long, sixteen or eighteen inches 
deep, and from sixteen to twenty-four inches wide; 
and, being lashed together, every thing was pre
pared for setting out to-morrow, Gibson having' now 
recovered. Sergeant Pryor was now directed with 
Shannon and Windsor to take our horses to the 
]\>Iandans, and if he found that Mr. Henry was on 
the Assiniboin river, to go thither and deliver him 
a letter, the object of which was to prevail on the 
most distinguished chiefs or the Sioux to accompany 
him to Washington. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Captain Clarke proceeds with his party clown the rh·t>r-descrilltion of an 
Indian lodge-sergeant Pryor arrives witb the hOfses len by the party, 

when they emharked in their canoes-his difficulty in bringing them on

remarkable rock discovered by captain Clarke, and the beaut)' of the pro
spect from the summit-they cOlltinue their route down' the river, of whicb 

a particular desr.ription is given, as well as of the surrounding country

Yellowstone and Bighorn river compared-great quantities of game found 
00 the banks of the rivers-immense herds of buffaloe-fierceness of the 

white bea,r-encamp at the junction of the YelIowstone and Missouri-a 

general outline gil'en of Yellowstolle river, compl'ehending the shoals-ifs 
entrance r~commended for the (ormation of a tradinJr establishment-the 

sulfetiogs of the party from the mosehetoes-sergeant Pryor, who, with a 

"etachment of the party, was to have hrought on the horses, anives, and 
reports that they were all stolen by the Ind ians-deprived of these animals, 

they form for themselves Indian canoes of the sk!ps of beasts, and of curiou. 
structure, with which they descend the river over the most difficult .hoals and 
dangerous rapids-meet with two white men unexpectedly, from whom 

they procure intelligence of the Indians formerly visited hy the party. 

Thursday, July 24. THE canoes were loaded. 
and sergeant Pryor and his party set out, with orders 
to proceed down to, the entrance of the Bighorn 
river, which was supposed to be at no great dis
tan~el al!d where they should be taken in the boats 
across the Yellowstone. At eight o'clock captain 
Clarke e~barked in the little flotilla, and proceeded 
on very steadily down the river, which contin\les 
to be about two hundred yards wide, and contains 
a number of islands, some of which are supplied 
with a smaIl growih of timber. At the distance of 
a mile froIQ the camp~ the river passes under a hig'h 
bluff for about twenty-three miles, when the bot
toms widen on both sides. At the distance of twenty
nine miles a river falls in from the south. This was 
th~ nv~r suppose{l to be the Bighorn; but aftef-
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wards, when the Bighorn was found, the name of 
Clarke's fork was given to this stream. It is a bold 
river, one hUlldred and fifty yanIs wide at the en
trance, but a short distance above is contracted to 
a hundred yards. The water is of a light muddy 
colour, and much colder than that of the Yellow
stone, and its general course is south and east of the 
Rocky mountains. There is a small island situated 
immediately at the entrance; and this or the adjoin
ing main land would form a very good position for 
a fort. The country most frequented by the beaver 
begins here, and that which lies between this river 
a'ld the Yellowstone is, perhaps, the best district for 
the hunters of that animal. About a mile before 
reaching this river there is a ripple i.n the Yellow
stone, OIl passing which the canoes took in some 
water. The party therefore landed to"bail the boat~l'. 
and then proceeded six miles further, to a large 
island, where they halted, for the purpose of wait
ing for sergeant Pryor. It is a beautiful spot, with 
a rich soil, covered with wild rye, and a species of 
grass like the blue-grass, and some of another kind, 
'which the Indians wear in plaits round the neck, on 
account of a strong scent resembling that of the 
vanilla. There is also a thin growth of cottonwoOlI 
scattered over the island. In the centre is a large 
In lian lodge, which seems to have been built dur
ing the last summer. It is in the form of a cone, 
sixty feet in diameter at the base, compo"Sed of 
twenty poles, each forty-five feet long, and two anel 
a half in circumference, and the whole structure 
covered with bushes. The interior was curiously 
.prnaI)1ented. On the tops of the poles were feathns 
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of eagles, and eircular pieces of wood, with sticks 
across theJp in tbe form of a girdle: from the cen
tre was suspended a stuffed buffaloe skin: on the 
side fronting the door was hung a cedar bush: on 
one side of the lodge a buffaloe's head; on the other 
several pieces of wood stuck in the ground. From 
its whole appearance, it \vas more like a l!>dge for 
holding councils, than an ordinary dwelling-house. 
Sergeant Pryor not having yet arrived, they went 
on about :fifteen and a half miles further, to a small 
creek on the right, to which they gave the name 
of Horse creek, and just below it overtook sergeant 
Pryor with the horses. He had found it almost im
possible, with two men, to drive on the remaining 
horses; for as. soon as they discovered a herd of buf
faloe, the loose horses, having been trained by the 
Indians to hunt, immediately set off in pursuit of 
them, and surrounded the buffaloe herd with almost 
as much skill as their riders could have done. At 
last he was obliged to send one horseman forwanl, 
and drive all the buffaloe from the route. The horses 
were here driven across, and sergeant Pryor again 
procj!eded, with an additional man to his pariy. 
The river is now much more deep and na~'igable, 
and the current more regular than above Clarke'!:! 
fork, and although much dividell by well-woodell 
islands, when collected, the stream is between two 
and three hundred feet in width. Along its banks 
are some beaver, and an immense number of deer, 
'elk, and buffaloe. Towards ]}ight they passed a 
creek from the southeast, thirty-five yards wide, 
which they called Pryor's creek; half a mile below 
whidl they encamped, after making sixty-nine clIld 
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a half miles during the day. At-sunrise the next 
morning, 

Friday 25, they resumed their voyage, and 
passed a number of small islands and small streams, 
and occasionally,high bluffs, composed of a yel
low gritty stone. A storm of rain and high south
west wind SOOI1 overtook them, and obliged them to 
land and form a sort of log hut, covered with deer 
skins. As soon as it ceased they proceeded, and 
about four o'clock, after having made forty-nille 
miles, captain Clarke landed to examine a very re
markable rock, situated in an extensive bottom on 
the right, abont two hundred and fifty paces from 
the shore. It is nearly two hundred paces incir~ 
cumference, two hundred feet high, and accessible 
only from the northeast, the other sides being a 
perpendicular cliff of a light coloured gritty stone. 
The soil of the top is five or six feet deep, of a good 
quality, and covered with short grass. The Indial1s 
have carved the fig'ures of animals and other objects 
on the sides of the rock, and on the top are raised 
two piles of stones. From this height the eye 
ranged over a large extent of variegated country: 
on the southwest the Rocky monntains covered with 
snow; a low mountain, about forty miles distant, 
bearing south 15 degrees east, and in a direction 
north 55 degrees west; and at the distance of 
thirty-five miles, the southern extremity of what 
are called the Littlewolf mountaii19. The low 
grounds of the river extend nearly six miles to the 
southward, when they rise into plains reaching to 
the mountains, and watered with a large creek, 
'while at some distance below a range of highland, 
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covered with pine, stretches on both sides of the 
rhrer in a direction north and south. The north side 
of the liver, for some distance, is surrounded by 
jutting romantic cliffs; these are succeeded by 
rugged hills, beyond which the plains are again 
open and extensive, and the whole country is en
livened by herds of buffaloe, elk and wolves. After 
enjoying the prospect from this rod-, to which cap
tain Clarke gave the name of Pompey's Pillar, he 
descended, and continued his course. At the dis
tance of six or seven miles he stopped to get two 
bighorns, which were shot from the boat; and while 
on shore, saw in the face of the cliff on the left, 
about twenty feet above the water, the fragment of 
a rib of a fish, three feet long, and nearly three 
inches round, incrusted in the rock itself, and though 
neither decayed nor petrified is very rotten. After 
making fifty-eight miles they reached the en
trance of a stream on the right, about twenty-two 
yards wide, and which discharges a great quantity 
of muddy water. Here they encamped rather earlier 
than usual, on account of a heavy squall, accom
panied with some rain. Early next morning, 

Saturday 26, they proceeded. The river is now 
much divided by stony islands and bars; but the 
current, though swift, is regular, and t~ere are 
many very handsome islands, covered with cotton
wood. On the left shore, the bottoms are very ex
tensive; the right bank is formed of high cliffs of 
a whitish gritty stone; and beyond them, the coun
try, on both sides, is diversified with waving plains, 
covered with pine. At the distance of ten miles is a 
large creek on the right, about forty yards in width, 
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but containing very little water; and in the course 
of the day, two smaller streams on the left, and a 
fourth on the right. At length, after coming sixty
two miles, they landed at the entrance of the Big
horn river; but finding the point between the two 
composed of soft mud and sand, and liable to be 
overflowed, they ascended the Bi.ghorn for half a 
mile, then crossed, and formed a camp on its lower 
side. Captain Clarke then walked up the river. At 
tbe distance of seven miles, a creek, twenty yards 
wide, which from the colour of the water he called 
:Muddy creek, falls in on the northeast, and a few 
miles fu rther, the river bends to the east of south. 
The bottoms of the river are extensive, and sup
plied chiefly with cottollwood trees, variegated 
with great quantities of rosebushes. The current i~ 
ngular and rapid; and, like the :Missouri, con~ 
stantly changes, so as to wash away t4e banks OIJ 

olle side, leaving sandbars on the other. Its bee. 
contains much less of the large gravel than that of 
the Yellowstone, and its water is more muddy, an4 
of a brownish colour, while the Yellowstone has a 
lighter t;nt. At the jun,ctiop, the t~o riyers are 
nearly equal in brea,clth, extendipg fro~ two hun
dr~d to two hundred and twenty yards; but the 
Yellowstone cont,ain~ rr;lU.sh ;ffiore water,be~ng te~ 
.or tweJve feet deep, while the depth of the J;lighopl 
varies from five to seven feet. This is the river, 

" I -," 

:which h~d been descr.ibed by tlJ.e India\1s as risiJ1~ 
in tbe Rocky rqountai~s, near ~h,e Yellowstone, amI 
:the sources of the river ;Platte, and then f;i!~ds i~ 
way through .the Co~e Noir, and the eastern range 
Qf th~ Uoeky mountains. In it~ long cO}lrs~ it re-
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ceives two large rivers, one from the north, and the 
Dt!H'r from the south, and being unobstructed by 
falls, is navigable in canoes for a great distance, 
through a. fine rich open country, supplied with a 
great quantity of timber, inhabited by beaver, and 
by numerous species of animals, among which are 
those from which it derives the name of Bighorn. 
There are no permanent settlements near it; but 
the whole country,- which it waters, is occasionally 
visited by roving banils of hunters from the Crow 
tr.ibe, the Paunch, a band of Crows, and the Caita
hana, a small band of Snake Indians. 

Sunday 27. They a~ain set out very early, and 
en leaving the Bighorn, took a last look at the 
Rocky mountains, which had been constantly in 
view from the lst of 1VIay. The river now widens 
to the extent of fFom fOtH to six: hundred yards, is 
much divided by islands and sand-bars, its banks 
generally low and fallitlg" in, and resembles the 
Missouri ill many particulars; but its islands ar~ 
more numerous, its waters less muddy. and the cur
rent more J:apitl. The water too is of a yellowish 
white, and the round stones, which form the bars 
above the Bighorn, have given place to gravel. On 
the left side the river runs under cliffs of light, 
.oft, gritty stone, varying in height from seventy 
t<. a hundred feet, behind which are level and ex
tensive plains. ()n the right side of the river are 
low extens~ve bottoms, bordered with cottonwood; 
various species of willow, rose-bushes. grape-vines. 
the redberry or buffaloe-grease bushes, and a spe
cies of sumach; to these succeed high groull<U iUP-

VOl.. u. 3 Q. 



490 LEWIS AND CLARKE'S EXPEDITION' 

plied with pine, and still further on are level plains. 
Throughout the country are vast quantities of buf
faloe, which, as this is the running season, keep a 
continued bellowing. Large herds of elk also are 
lying in every point, and are so gentle that they 
may be approached wiJhin twenty paces without 
being alarmed. Several beaver were seen in the 
course of the day; indeed, there is a greater ap
pearance of those animals than there was above the 
Bighorn. Deer, however, are by no means abun
dant, and the antelopes, as well as the bighorns are 
scarce. 

Fifteen miles from the Bighorn river they passed 
a large dry creek on the left, t<! which they gave 
the name of Elk creek, and halted for breakfast 
about three miles further, at the entrance of Wind
sor's river, a stream from the left, which though fif
ty yards wide, contains scarcely any water. F orty
eight miles· from the Bighorn is a large bed of a 
stream sixty yards wide, but with very little water. 
They called it Labiche's river. Several other smaller 
streams, or rather beds of creeks, were passed in the 
course of the day, and after coming eighty and a 
half miles, they encamped on a large island. At 
daylight the next morning, 

Monday 28, they proceeded down the smooth 
gentle current, passing by a number of islands and 
several creeks, which are now dry. These are, in
deed, more like torrents; and, like the dry brooks 
of the Missouri, merely serve to carry off the vast 
quantities of water which fall in the plains, and 
bring them also a great deal of mud, which contri
butes to the muddiness of the Yellowstoue. Ths 
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most distinguished of these are at the distance of 
$ix miles, a creek of eighty yards in width, from 
the northwest, and called by the Indians, Littlewolf 
river, twenty-nine miles lower another on the left, 
seventy yards in width, which they call Table 
creek, from several mounds in the plains to the 
northwest, the tops of which resemble a table. Four 

. miles further a stream of more importance enters 
behind an island from the south. It is abont one 
hundred yards in width, with a bold current of 
muddy water, and is probably the river called by 
the Indians the Little Bighorn, and another stream 
on the right, twenty-five yards wide, the Indian 
name of which is Mashaskap. Nearly opposite to 
this creek they encamped after making seventy
three miles. The river during part of the route is 
confined by cliffs, which 011 the right are of a soft, 
yellowish, gritty rock, while those on the left are 
harder, an~ of a lighter colour. In some of these 
cliffs were several stratas of coal, of different thick
lless and heights above the water; but, like that of 
the Missouri, is of an inferior quaHty. 

Tuesday 29, During the night there was a storm 
~f thunder and lightning, with some rain, a high 
northeast wind, which continued during the mor
ning, and prevented the party from making more 
than forty-one miles. The country resembles that 
passed yesterday; the dry beds of rivers continue, 
and large quantities of coal are seen in the sides of 
the cliffs. The river itself is now between five hun-: 
dred yards and Ilalf a mile in width, and has more 
sand and bars of gravel than above. The beaver 
are in great numbers; and ill the course of the da, 
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some catfish and a soft-shelled turtle were pra. 
cured. In the evening they encamped. on the left, 
opposite to the entrance of a stream, called by the 
Indians Lazeka. or Tongue river. This stream rises 
in the Cote Nair, and is formed of two branches, 
one having its sources with the heads of the Chay
enne, the other with one of the branches of the Big
horn. It has a very wide bed,. and a channel of 
water a hundred and fifty yards wide; but the 
water is of a light brown colour, very muddy, and 
nearly milk-warm. It is shallGw, and its rapid cur
rent throws out great quantities of mud and some 
coarse gravel. Near the mouth is a large pFOpor
tion of timber; but the warmth of the water would 
~em to indicate, that the country through which it 
passed was open and without shade. 

Wednesday 30. They set out at an ea rly hour, 
and after passing, at the distance of twelve miles, 
the bed of a river one hUlldred yards wide, but 
nearly dry at present, reached, two miles below it, 
;l succession of bad shoals, interspersed with a hard, 
dark brown, gritty rock. extending for six miles, 
the last of which stretches nearly across the river. 
and has a descent of about three feet. At this place 
they were obliged to let the canoes down with the 
hand, for fear of their splitting on a concealed rock; 
though when the shoals are known, a large canoe 
could with safety pass through the worst of them. 
This is the most difficult part of the whole "YeUow
stone river, and was called the Buft'dloe shoal, from 
the circumstance of one of those animals being 
found in them. The neighbouring cliffs on the right 
are about one hl1ndl'e~ feet high; on the left the 
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.country is low, but gradually rises, and at some dis
tance from the shore present the first appearance of 
burnt hills, wl1ich have been seen on the Yellow
stone. Below the Buffaloe shoals, the river is con
tracted to the width of three or four hundred yards. 
the islands less numerous, and a few scattering trees 
only are seen, either on its banks or on the high
lands: twenty miles from those shoals is a rapid, 
caused by a Dumber of rocks strewed over the river; 
but though the waves are high, there is a very good 
channel on the left, which renders the passage se
cure. There was a bear standing on one of these 
rocks, which occasioned the name of the Bear ra .. 
pill. As they were descending this rapid, a violent 
storm from the northwest obliged them to take re
fuge in an old Indian lodge, near the mouth of a 
river 011 the left, which has lately been very high, 
bas widened to the distance of a quarter of a mile. 
but though its present channel is eighty-eight yards 
wide, there is not more water in it than would easily 
pass ~hroJlgh a hole of an inch in diameter. It was 
called York's dry river. As soon as the rain and 
wind had abated, they resumed their journey, and 
at seven miles encamped under a spreading cotton
wood tree on the left side, after making forty-eight 
miles. A mile and a half above, on the opposite ilide, 
is a rivel', containing one hundred yards width of 
water, though the bed itself is much wider. The 
water is very muddy, and, like its banks, of a dark 
brown colour. Iii current throws out great quan
tities of red stones; and this circumstance, with the 
appearance of th~ distant hills, induced captain 
Clarke to ca.ll it the Redstonc1 which he afterwards 
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f-ouncl to be the meaning of the Indian name. 
Wahasah. 

Saturday 31. During the whole night the buf
faloe were prowling about the camp. and excited 
much alarm. lest in crossing the river they should 
tread on the boats and split them to pieces. They 
set out. as usual. and at the distance of two miles 
passed a rapid of no great danger. which they 
caned Wolf rapid. from seeing a wolf in them. At 
this place commences a range of highlands. These 
highlands have no timber. and are composed of 
earth of different colours, without much rock, but 
supplied throughout with great quantities of coal or 
carbonated wood. After passing these hills, the 
country again opens into extensive plains. like 
those passed yesterday. and the river is diversified 
with islands, and partially supplied with water by 
a great number of wide. but nearly dry brooks._ 
Thus eighteen miles below the camp is a shallow. 
muddy stream on the left. one hundred yards 
wide, and supposed to be that known among the 
Indians by the llame of Saas~a, or Littlewolf 
river; five miles below on the right side is another 
riwr, forty yards wide, and four feet in depth. 
which, from the steep coal banks on each side. they 
taIled Oaktaroup, or Coal river; and at eighteen 
miles further a third stream of sixty yards in width. 
to which they gave the name of Gibsoll'lS river. 
Having made sixty-six miles. they halted for the 
night, and just as they landed. saw the largest 
white bear that any of the party had ever before 
seen, devouring a dead buffaloe on a sandbar. 
They fired two balls into him, and he then swam to 
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thc main land and walked along the shore. Captaill 
Clarke pursued him, and lodged two more balls ill 
his body; but though he bled profusely he made his 
escape, as night prevented them from following 
him. The next day, 

8unlla1. August I. a high wind from ahead 
made the water rough. and retarded their progress, 
and as it rained during the whole day, their situtl
tiol1 in the open boats was very disagreeable. The 
country bears, in every respect. the same appear
ance as that of yesterday, though there is !'lome ash 
timber in the bottom, and low pine and cedar 011 

the sides of the hills. The current of the river is 
less rapid, has more soft mud, and is more obstruct
ed by sandbars. and the rain has given an unusual 
quantity of water to the brooks. The buffaloe now 
appear in vast numbers. A herd happened to be on 
their way across the river. Such was the multitude 
of these animals, that although the river, including 
all island, over which they passed. was a mile in 
length, the herd stretched as thick as they could 
swim. completely from one side to the other, and 
the party was obliged to stop for an hour. They 
consoled themselves for the delay by killing four of 
the herd. and then proceeded till, at the distance of 
forty-five miles, they reached an island, below 
which two other herds of buffaloe, as numerous a5 
the first, soon after crossed the river. 

Monday 2. The river is now about a mile wide~ 
less rapid, and more divided by islands and bars of 
sand and mud than hitherto: the low grounds too 
are more extensive, and contain a greater quantity: 
.f cottollwood" aih and willo)! lrees. On the north .. 
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west is a low, level plain; on the southeast Some 
Jugged hills, on which we saw. witbout bei!lg able 
to approach, some of the bighorns. The buft'aloe 
and the elk, as well as the pursuers of both. the 
wolves, are in great numbers. On each side of the 
river are several dry brooks; but the only stream 
of any size is that they called Ibex river, on the 
right, about thirty yards wide, and sixteen miles 
from the camp. The bear, which gave so much 
trouble on the head of the Misso1,lri, are equally 
:fierce in this quarter. This morning one of them, 
which was on a samlbar as the boat passed, raised 
himself on his hind feet, and, after looking at the 
party, plunged in, and swam towards them. He 
was reeeived with three balls in the body: he then 
tunled round, and made for the shore. Towards 
evening another entere{l the water. to swim across. 
Captain Clarke ordered the boat towards the shore, 
and, just as the bear landed, shot the animal in 
the head. It proved to be the largest female they 
_had ever seen, amI so old. that its tusks were worn 
quite smo<>th. The boats escaped with difficulty 
between two herds of buffaloe, which were cross .. 
iug the river, and would probably have again de-
1;ained the party. Among the elk of this neighbour
hood are an unusual number pf males, while higher 
up the river, the numerous herds consist ef females 
chiefly. After making eIghty-four m4-1es, theyen
camped among some ash and elm trees on the 
right. They, however, rather passed tke night than 
slept there, for the moschetoes were so treublesome, 
t~at scarcely any of the }>arty could close their 
eyes during the ~reate:i: part of the time. 
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l.'uesday 3. They set out early in the morning 

to avoid the persecution of the moschetoes. At the 
(listance of two miles they passed Field's creek, a 
gtream thirty-five yards wide, which enters on the 
right, immediately above a high bluff, which is 
rapidly sinking into the river. Here captain 
Garke went ashore in pursuit of some bighorns, 
but the moschetoes were so numerous, that he was 
unable to shoot with certainty. He therefore re
turned to the canoes; and soon after observing a 
ram of the same animals, sent one of the hunters, 
who shot it, and it was preserved entire as a speci
men. About two o'clock they reached, eight 
miles below Field's creek, the junction of the Yel-
10wstone and the Missouri, and formed a camp on 
the point where they had encamped on the 26th of 
April, 1805. The canoes were now unloaded, and 
the baggage exposed to dry, as many of the arti
cles were wet, and some of them spoiled. 

The Rochejaune, or Yellowstone river, accord
ing to Indian information, has its remote sources 
in the Rocky mountains, near the peaks of the 
Rio del Norde, on the confines of New Mexico, 
to which country there is a good road during the 
whole .distance along the banks of the Yellowstone. 
Its western waters are probably connected with 
those of Lewis's river, while the eastern branches 
~pproach the heads of Clarke's riverr, the Bighorn, 
and the Platte; so that it waters the middle portion 
of the Rocky mountains for several hundred miles 
from northwest to southeast. During its whole 
course from the point at whiCh. captain Clark. 
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reached it to the Missouri,. a distance which he 
computed at eight hundred and thirty-sevel1 miles, 
this river is large and navigable for periogue&; and 
even batteaux, there being none of the moving 
sandbars which impe'de the navigation of the Mis
souri, and only a single ledge of rocks; which, how
ever, is not difficult to pass. Even its tributary 
waters, the Bighorn, Clarke's fork; and TOllgbe 
river, may be ascended in boats for a considerable 
distance. The banks of the river are low; but bold~ 
and no ""here subject to be overflowed.,ettept for
a short distance below the mountains. The predo
minating colour of the river is a yellowish brown; 
that of the l\'iissouri, which possesses mote mud, 
is of a deep drab colour ; the bed of the former 
being chiefly composed df loose pebble; whicb~ 

however, diminish in size in descending tl1e river" 
till after passing the Lazeka, the pebble cea~e all 
the river widens~ and the mUll and sand continue 
to form the greater part or the bottom. Ov'er these 
the water flows with a velocity constal1tIy 8.u'd al
most equally decreasing in proportion t6 its distanc'e 
from the mountains. From the mountaihs to 
Clarke''sfork, the current may be estimatedatfuur: 
and a half mileS per hour; thence 'as tow as tf\e
Bighorn, at three and a 'lralfmites; between tbataml 
the Lazeka at three miles; and from that river to
the Wolf rapid, at tw-o and three fiuATteT maes; 
from which, to its entrance, thegenerU rapidity it 
two miles per hour. The 'appe~ranceand character 
of the country ;preserrt nearly' similar 'Varieties of 
fertile, rich, open lands. Abov-e Clark-e's fork it 
consists of high waving plains~ bordered hy stony 
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hills, partially supplied with pine; the middle por
tion, as low as the Buffaloe -shoals, contains le~s 
timber, and the number diminishes still lower, where 
the river widens, and the cQuntry spreads itself into 
extepsi¥e plains. Like all the branches of the Missouri 
which penetrate the Roc-ky mountains, the YellQw
stone and its streams, within that district of country 
lleyond Clarke's fork, abound in beaver and otter; 
a circumstance which strongly recommends the en ... 
trance of the latter river a.s a judicious position for 
the purposes of trad~. To an establishment at that 
place, the Shoshonees, both within and westward 
of the Rocky mountains, would willingly resort, as 
they woul<l be farther from the reach of the Black
footllldians, and the l\iinnetarees of Fort de Prairie, 
than they could be in trading with any factories 
0nthe Missouri. The same motive of personal safety 
would, most probably, induce many of the tribes 011 

the Columbia and. Lewis's river, to prefer this place 
to the entrance of Maria's river, at least for some 
yeacrs; and as the Crow and Paunch Indians, the 
Castahanahs, and the Indians residing south of 
Clarke's fork, would also be induced to visit it, the 
mouth of that river might be considered as one of 
the most important establishments for the western 
fur trade. This, too, may be the more easily effected, 
as the adjacent country possesses a sufficiency of 
timber for the purpose, an advantage which is not 
found on any spot between Clarke's forl\. and the 
Rocky mountains. 

Wednesday 5. 'fhe camp became absolutely un- , 
i1iliabitable, in consequence of the multitude of 
mosc'qetoes; the men could not work in preparing 
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skins for clothing, nor hunt in the timbered low 
grounds; in short, there was no mode of escape, ex~ 
cept by going on the sandbars in the river; where, 
if the wind should blow, the insects do not venture; 
but when there is no wind, and particularly at 
night, when the men have 110 covering except 
their worn-out blankets, the pain they suffer is 
scarcely to be endured. There was also a want of 
meat, for the buffaloe were not 10 be found; and 
though the elk are very abundant, yet their fat 
and flesh is more difficult to dry in the sun, and is 
also much more ea~ily spoiled than the meat or fat 
of either deer or buffaloe. Captain Clarke there
fore determined to go on to some spot which should 
be free from moschetoes, and furnish more game. 
After having written a note to captain Lewis, to 
inform him of his intention, and stuck it on a pole, 
;1t the confluence of the two rivers, he loaded the 
~anoes at five in the af~ernooJl, and proceeded 
down the river to the second point, and encamped 
on a sandbar; but here the mo~chetQes seemed to 
be eve~ more numerous than above. The face pf 
the Indian child is considerably puffed up and 
swollen with the bites of these animals, nor could 
the men procure scarcely any ~leep during the 
night, and they continued to harrass them the next 
lJlorning, 

Thufsday 5, as they proceeded. On ~me occasiol) 
captai~ Clarke went on shore ilnd ascended a hill 
after one of the bighorns; but the moschetoes were 
in such multitudes" that he c~)Uld not keep them 
from the barrel of his ritle long enough to tak~ 
aim. About ten o'clock, however, ~ li~ht breeze 
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sprung up from the northwest, and dispersed them 
in some degree. Captain Clarke then landed 011 

a sand-bar, intending to wait for captain Lewis~ 
and went out to hunt; but, not finding any buffaloe, 
he again proceeded in the afternoon, and having 
killed a large white bear, encamped under a high 
bluff exposed to a light breeze from the southwest, 
which blew away the moschetoes. About eleven 
o'clock, however, the wind became very high, and 
a storm of rain came on, which lasted for two hours, 
accompanied with sharp lightning and loud peals 
qf thunder. The party therefore arose, 

Friday 6, very wet, and proceeded to a sand-bar 
below the entrance of White earth river. Just above 
this place the Indians had, apparently within seven 
or eight days past, been digging a root, which they 
employ in making a kind of soup. Having fixed 
their tents, the men were employed in dressing 
skins and hunting. They shot a number of deer; 
but only two of them were fat, owing, probably. to 
the great qualltities of moschetoes who annoy them 
whilst feeding. The next day, 

Saturday 7, after some severe rain they proceeded 
at eleven o'clock through intervals of rain and high 
wind till six in the evening, when they encamped 
qn a sand-bar. Here they had a very violent wind 
for two hours, which left the air clear and cold, so 
that,the moschetoes completely disappeared. On 
the following morning. 

Sunday 8, sergeant Pryor, accompanied by Shan
nein, Hall and Windsor, arrived, but without the 
I)orses. They reported, that on the second day after 
~ey 'left captain Clarke, they halted to Jet the 
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borses graze near the bed of a lar.ge cree", which 
eontaine(l no running water; but soon after a 
shower of rain fell, and the creek swelled so sud
denly. that several horses which had straggled 
across the dry bed of the creek, were obliged te 
5wim back. They now determined tq f~rm their 
calJJp; but the next morning were astOlllshed. at 
Jlot being able to find a single oqe of their horse,_ 
They immediately examined the neighbourhood, 
;tnd soon finding the track pf the Indiaus who had 
stolen the horses, pursued them for fi\'e miles, 
where the fugitives divLicd i~to t~~ parties. They' 
now fol1owed the largest part,. fiv~ miles further, 
tiH they lost all hopes of overtaking the Indians, 
and returned to the camp; and packing the bag
gilge on their backs, pursued a northeast course 
towards the Yellowstolle. On th.e following night 
a wolf bit sergeant Pryor through .tbe band as he 
lay asleep, and made an attempt 10 seize Windsor, 
when 8hanno/1 disco¥ered and shot him. They 
passed over a brokell opcn .countr!y. a,ul haviDg 
reached tile Yellowstone near Pompey's pilla,r, 
they determined to descend the river, a~ld for .this 
purpose macle two skin canoes, such as they had 
seen amoilg the J\.iandaJ}s and the Ricaras. They 
are made in the following manner :-Two sticks of 
an inch and a quarter ill tliameter are tied together 
so as to form a rou,nd hoop, .which serves for .the 
brim, while a second hoop, for the bottom of the 
boat, is made i,n the same way, and both Ileeured 
by sticks of the same size from the sides of the 
hoops, fastened by tbongs at the edges of .the boOpi. 

ana at the illte·rstices of tbe sticks~ over this fra,ne 
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the skin is dra\vn closely and tied with thongs, So 
as to form a perfect basin; sevel! feet and three 
inches in diameter, sixteen inches deep, and with 
sixteen ribs or cross-sticks, and capable of car
rying six or eight men with their loads~ Being 
ullacqllainted with the river, they thought it most 
prurlent to divide their guns and ammunition, S(J 

that ilt case of acCident all might not be lost, ami 
therefore built two canoeS. In these frail vessels 
they einba-rked, and were surprised at the perfect 
tleCluity in which they passed throug-h the most 
difficult shoals and rapids of the river, without ever 
taking in water, even during the highest winds. 

III passing the confluence of the Yellowstone and 
Missouri, he took down the note from the pole, sup
pasing that captain Lewis had passed; and now 
learning where the party was, pressed on in the 
!kilt canoes to join them. The day was spent ill 
bunting, SQ aslo procure a number of skins to trade 
with the Mandans; for having now neither horses 
not mereha.ndise, 'our only resource ill order to ob ... 
taia. com and 'beans is a stock of skin&~ which those 
Indiam very much admire. 

l\fonday 9. A heavy dew feU this morning. Cap
tain Clarke 'now proceeded slowly down the river. 
hUllting thr8ugh the low grounds in the neighbour
hood'afler the deer and 'elk, till late in the afternoon 
he 'etlcampedoli the southeast side. Here they re
mained during the next day, 

Tuesday 19, attempting to dry the meat, while 
the ltwttets were all abroad; but they c(}Uld obtain 
notliing except an ant~lope and one black-tailed 
deer, those animals being very scarce on this ,part 
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of the river. In the low grounds of the river cap .. 
tain Clarke found to-day a species of cherry, which 
he had never seen before, and which seems peculiar 
10 this small district of country, though even here 
it is not very abundant. 

The men also dug up quantities of a large and 
very insipid root, called by the Indians hankee, and 
by the ellgagees the white apple. It is used by 
them in a dry and pounded state, so as to mix with 
their soup; but our men boiled it and eat it with 
meat. In descending the river yesterday, the squaw 
brought in a large well-flavoured gooseberry, of a 
rich crimson colour, and a deep purple berry, of a 
species of currant common on this river as low as 
the ~1andans, and called by the engagees the In
dian currant. 

Wednesday II. The next morning captain Clarke 
set out early, and landed on a sand-bar about ten 
o'cl@ck, for the purpose of taking breakfast and 
drying the meat. At noon they proceeded on about 
two miles, when they observed a canoe near the 
ehore. They immediately landed, and were equally 
surprised and pleased at discovering two men by the 
names of Dickson and Hancock, who had come from 
the lliinois on a hunting excursion 1:1p the Yellow
~tone. They had left the Illinois in the summer of 
1804, and had spent the last winter with the Tetons. 
in company with a Mr. Ceautoin, who had come 
there as a trader, but whom they had robbed, or 
rather taken all his merchandise amI given him 3 

few robes in exchange. These men had met the 
boat which we had despatched from fort :Malldan •. 
0)\ board of which they were told therl' was a Ri-
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cara chief on his way to Washington: and also ano
ther party of Yanktc))) chiefs, accompanying Mr. 
Durion on a visit of the same kind. We were 
sorry to learn that the l\fandans and Minnetarees 
were at war with the Ricaras, and had killed two 
of them. The Assiniboins too, are at war with the 
Mandans. They have, in consequence, prohibited 
the Northwestern company frolll trading to the 
Missouri, and even killed two of their traders near 
the Mouse river, and are now lying in wait for 
Mr. M'Kenzie of the Northwestern company, who 
had been f«;lr a long time among the Minnetarees. 
These appearances are rather unfavourable to the 
project of carrying some of the chiefs to the 
United States, but we still hope, that by effecting 
a peace between the Mandans, Minnetarees, and 
Ricaras, the views of our government may be 
accomplished. 

After leaving these trappers, captain Clarke 
went on and encamped nearly opposite the entrance 
of Goatpen creek, where the party were again ai
.ailed by their old enemies the moschetoes. 

lOL. if. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

The party, ",hil!' de~cending the river in their skin canoes, He overtaken by 
the detachment nnder <'aptain Lewis, and the whole party now onr.e more 
happily united, descend the Missouri toget\1er-they once more revisit t\1e, 
Minnetaree Indians, and hold a council with that natioo, as well as the Mao 
hahas.-raptain Clarke endeavour,; to persuade their cruefs to accumpany 
him to the United Stat .... , whieh inY,itation they decline, 00 acco~n,t of I\leir. 
fears of the Sioux in their passage down the river-Colter, one of the party .. 
req lIests and ohtains'liherty to remain amongst the Indians, for the purpose 
of hunting heaver-friendly deportment of the Mandans-council held by 
captain Clarke with the cbiefs of tIie dilfer~nt viIlages;-the chief,named ,the 
Bigwhite, with his wife aorl son, agree tu accompany the party to the Uoited 
State.-he takes an aff~cting farewell of his nation.-Ch\l.bon~u, w.ith hi" 
wife an.-l, child, decline visiting the United States" al)d. are .left amopgst,tbe 
Indians-the party at length proceed on tht'ir journey, and find tba,t the 
('oursc of 'he Missouri is, in some places, changed shlce their passage upJhat 
river-they arrive amongst the Ricaras-cbaracte~ of the Ghayenpes" thfir, 
dress, habits, &c,-captain Clarke offers to the chief of this na~ioo a medal, 
which he at first refuses, believing it to be medicine, but ~hi~h he i~ aft.er~ 
wards prevailed on to accept-the R)caras refuse!o per,mjt oneoe,the.ir. 
party to accompany captain Clarke to the United States un~jl the.replrn,of 
their chief, who bad formel'ly gone-the party proce£'d rapidly dowo tbe 
river-prepare to defend themselve!\ again;t the Tetons, but receive no injury 
from them-incredible numb;}'s of butl'aloe seen ,ne~r ~hi~e rl>;~r!tbey, 
meet at last with the Tetons, aDd refuse their invitatiollS to land-intrcltidity 
of captain Clalke, 

Thursday August 12. THE party continned 
slowly to descend the river. One of the skin ca
noes was by accident pierced with a small hole, 
and they halted for the purpose of mending it with 
a piece of elk skin, and also to wait for two of the 
party who were behind. Whilst there, they were 
overjoyed at seeing capt~in Lewis's boats heave in 
sight about noon. But this feeling was changed 
into alarm on seeing the boats reach the shore 
without captain Lewis, who they then learnt had 
been wounded the day before, and was then lying' 
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in the p'eriogue. After giving to his wound all 
the attention in our power, we remained here some 
time, during which we were overtaken by our two 
men,accompanied by Dickson and Hancock, who 
wished togo with us as far as the Mandans. The 
whole party being now happily reunited, we left 
the two skin canoes, and all embarked together, 
about three o'clock in the boats. The wind was how
eververy high from the southwest, accompanied with 
rain, so that we did not go far before we halted for 
the night on a sandbar. Captain Lewis's wound 
was now sore and somewhat painful. The next 
day, 

Friday 13, they set out by sunrise, and having a 
very strong breeze from the northwest, proceede(l 
on rapidly. At eight o'clock we passed the mouth 
of the Little J\lissouri. Some Indians were seen at 
a distance below in a skin canoe, and were proba
bly some of the l\iinnetarees on their return from a 
hunting excursion, as we passed one of their camps 

. on the southwest side, where they had left a canoe. 
Two other Indians were seen far off on one of the 
hills, and we shall therefore soon meet with our 
.old acquaintances, the l\landans. At sunset we 
arrived at the entrance of Miry river, and encamp
ed on the northeast side, having come by the assis
tauee of the wind and our oars, a distance of 
eighty-six miles. The air was cool, and the mos
chetoes ceased to trouble us as they had done. 

Saturday 14. We again set out fl.t sunrise, and at 
length approached the grand village of the Minlle
farees, where the natives had collected to view uS 

as we passed. We fired the blunderbuss several 
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times by way of salute, and soon after landed at the 
bank near the village of the Mahahas or Shoe In
dians, and were received by a crowd of people, who 
came to welcome our return. Among these were 
the principal chief of the Mahahas, and the chief of 
the Little Mhmetaree village, both of whom el
pressed great pleasure at seeing us again; but the 
Jatter wept most bitterly. On inquiry, it appeared 
that his tears were excited because the sight of us 
reminded him of his son, who had been lately killed 
by the Blackfoot Indians. After remaining there a 
few minutes, we crossed to the Manda'l yillage of 
the Blackcat, where all the inhabitants seemed very 
much pleased at seeing us. We immediately sent 
Chaboneau with au invitation for the Minnetarees 
to visit us, and despatched Drewyer to the village 
of the l\landans, to bring J esseaume as fln inter
preter. Captain Clarke, in the meantime, walked 
up to the village of the Blackcat, and smoked and 
eat with the chief. This village has been rebuilt 
since our departur~, and is now much smaller; a 
quarrel having arisen among the Indians, in conse
quence of which a number of fam~lies had removed 
to the opposite sjde of the river. On the arrival of 
Jesseaume, captain Clarke addressed the chiefs. We 
spoke to them, now he said, ~n the same Iangllage 
~e had done before; and repeated his invitation 
to accompaqy hitp. to the United States, to hear in 
person the c9uncils of their great father, who can. 
~t all times, punish his enemie~. The Blackcat, in 
reply, declared that he wished to visit the United 
States, and see his great father, but was afraid Qf 
the Silmx, who h!=ld ~illed f/everal of the M~qdaJ\s 
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since our departure, and who were now 011 the river 
below, and would intercept him if he attempted to 
go. Captain Clarke endeavoured to quiet his ap
prehensions by assuring him that he would not suf
fer the Sioux to injure one of our red children who 
should accompany us, and that they should return 
loaded with presents, and protected at the expense 
of the United States. The council was then broken 
up, after which we crossed and formed our camp 
on the other side of the river, where we should be 
sheltered from the rain. Soon after the chief of 
the Mahahas informed us, that if we would send to 
his village, we should have corn. Three men 
were therefore despatched. and soon after returned 
loaded with as much as they could carry; and 
were soon followed by the chief and his wife, to 
whom we presented a few needles and other articles 
6t for a woman. In a short time the Borgue (the 
great chief of all the Minlletarees) came down, 
attended by several other chiefs, to whom, after 
smoking a pipe, captain Clarke now made a ha
rangue, renewing his assurances of friendship and 
the invitation to go with us to Washington. He 
was amwered by the Borgue, who began by de
claring that he much desired to visit his great fa
ther, but that the Sioux would certainly kill any 
of the Mandans who should attempt to go down the 
river. They were bad people, and would not listen 
to any advice. When he saw us last, we had told 
him that we would make peace with all the nations 
below, yet the Sioux had since killed eight of his 
tribe, and stolen a number of their horses. The 
J,ticaras too had stolen their horses, and in the con .. 
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test his people had killed two of the Ricaras. Yet 
in spite of these dispositions, he had always hill 
ears open to our counsels, and had actually made a 
peace with the Chayennes and the Indians of the 
Rocky mountains. He concluded by saying, that 
however disposed they were to visit the United 
States, the fear of the Sioux would prevent them 
from going with us. The council was then nnished, 
and soon afterwards an invitation was reeeive(l from 
the Blackeat. who, on captain Clarke's arrival at 
his village, presented him with a dozen bushels of 
corn, which he said was a large proportion of what 
his people owned; and after smoking a pipe. de
clared that his people were too apprehensive of the 
Sioux to venture with us. Captain Clarke then 
spoke to the chiefs and. warriors of the village: he 
told them of his anxiety that some of them should 
see their great father, and hear his good words, and 
:receive his gifts, and requested them to fix on some 
confidential chief who might accompany us. To 
this they made the same objections as before, till at 
length a young man offered to go, and the warriors 
all assented to it. But the character of this man 
was known to be bad, and one of the party with 
captain Clarke informed him, tl1at at that moment 
he had in his possession a knife, which he had stolen. 
Captain Clarke therefore told the chief of this theft, 
and ordered the knife to be given up. This was 
done, with a poor apology for having it in his pos
session; and captain Clarke then reproached the 
chiefs for wishing to send such a f'eUo-w to see and 
hear so distinguished a person as their great father. 
They all hung down their heads for some time, till 



UP THE lIIIS50URI. 511 

the Bla~kc-at apologized ·by saying, that the danger 
was such that they were afraid of sending any or 
their chiefs, as they considered his loss almost in
evitable. Captain Clarke remained some time with 
them, smoking and relating various particulars of 
his journey, ami then left them to visit the second 
Qhief of the Mandans or the Blacl{crow, who had 
expressed some disposition to accompany us. He 
l~med well inclined to the journey, but was un
willing to decide till he had called a council of hia 
people, which he intended to do in the afternoon. 
On- returning to the camp he found the chief of the 
Mahahas, and also the chief of the Little Minne
t.aree village, who brought a present of corn on 
their mules, of which they possess several, and. 
which they procure from the Crow Indians, who 
either buy or steal them on the frontiers of the Spa
nish, settlements. A great number of the Indians 
visited usfor the purpose of renewing their acquain
t-allce, or of exchanging robes or other articles for. 
tlle skins brought by tbe men. 

In the evening we were applied to by one of our 
men, Colter, who was desirous of joining the two 
trappers who had accompanied us, and who now 
proposed an expedition up the river, in which they 
were, to find traps, and give him a share of the 
profits. The offer was a very advantageous one. 
and; as he had always performed his duty, and his 
services : might be dispensed with, we agreed that 
he might go, provided none of the rest would ask 
ore~pect a similar indulgence. To this they cheer
fully answered, that they wished Colter every BUC

-eeBB, and would not apply for liberty to separate 
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before we reached St. Louis. We therefore supplied 
him, as did his comrades also, with powder and lead, 
and a variety of articles which might be useful to 
him, and he left us the next day. The example of 
this man shows how easily men may be weaned 
from the habits of a civilized life to the ruder, but 
scarcely less fascinating manners of the woods. This 
hunter has been now absent from many years from 
the frontiers, and might naturally be presumed to 
have some anxiety, or some curiosity 'at least, to 
return to his friends and his country; yet just at 
the moment when he is approaching the frontiers, 
he is tempted, by a hunting scheme, to give up 
those delightful prospects, and go back withont the 
least reluctance to the solitude of the woods. 

In the evening Chaboneau, who had been ming" 
ling with the Indians, and had learned what had 
taken place during our absence. informed us, that 
as soon as we had left the Minnetarees they sent 
out a war party against the Shoshonees, whom they 
attacked and routed, though in the engagement 
they lost two men, one of whom was the son of the 
chief of the Little Minnetaree village. Another 
war party had gone against the Ricaras. two of 
whom they killed. A mi8understanding too had 
-taken place between the Mandans and Minnetarees. 
in consequence of a dispute about a woman, which 
had nearly occasioned a war; but at length a pipe: 
was presented by the Minnetarees, and a reconci
liation took place. 

Friday 16. The Mandans had offered to give us 
some corn, and, on sending this morning, we found 
a &,[eater «}uantity collected fQf our use than aU 



UP THE MISSOURI. 513 

our canoes woulel contain. We therefore thank eel 
the chief, and took only six loads. At ten o'clock 
the chiefs of the different villages came down to 
smoke with us; and we took this opportunity of 
endeavouring to engage the Borgne in our interests, 
by a present of the swivel, which is no longer ser
viceable, as it cannot be discharged from oUlargest 
periogue. It was now loaded, and the chiefs being 
formed into a circle round it, captain Clarke ad
dressed them with great ceremony. He said, that 
he had listened with much attention to what had 
yesterday been declared by the Borgne, whom he 
believed to be sincere, and then reproached them 
with their disregard of our counsels, and their wars 
on the Shoshonees and Ricaras. Littlecherry, the 
old Minnetaree chief, answered, that they had long 
staid at home and listened to our advice, but at last 
went to war against the Sioux because their horses 
had been stolen, and their companions killed; and 
that in an expedition against those people they had 
met the Ricaras, who were on their way to strike 
them, and a battle ensued. But in future, he said, 
they would attend to our words al1l,llive in peace. 
The Borgne added, that his ears too would always 
be open to the words of his good father, and shut 
against bad counsel. Captain Clarke then pre
sented to the Borgne the swivel, which, he 
told him, had announced the words of his great 
father to all the nations we had seen; aud 
which, whenever it was fired, should recal those 
which we had delivered to him. The gun was then 
discharged, and the Borgne had it conveyed in. 

"OL. II. 3 T 
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great pomp to his village. The council was thfJt 
adjourned. 

In the afternoon captain Clarke walke(l up to 
t;le village of the Lit tIe crow, taking a fla.g\ which 
he intended to pre~nt to him, but was surprised on 
being told by him, that he had given over; all inten
tion of accompanying us, and r.efused the flagr. He 
found that this was oocaswned by a jealou.s.y lle
tween him and the principal chief, Bi~whi.te: on 
the interference, however, of Jesseaume, the two 
chiefs were reconciled, and it was agreed that the 
Bigwhite himself should acc-oropany us with. his 
wife and son. 

Saturday 17. The principal chiefs of the Min
netarees came down to bid us farewell, as none of 
them could be prevailed on to go with us. Tltis 
circumstance induced our interpr.eter., Chabonea\l, 
with his wife and child, to remain here., 3S> he 
could be no longer useful: and notwithstanding 
our offers of taking him witb us t.o too United 
States, he said, that there he had no acquaint3llce, 
and no chance of making a livelihood, audpr.efer,red 
remaining amo!.lg the Indians. This man has beell 

very serviceable to us, and his wife pa.l':t,ioulHl~ 

useful among the Shoshone~s; ind'eed\ she has bor-Ile 
with a patience truly admirabJe the fatigues ofso 
long a route, encumbered with the oharge of an 
iufant, who is even now only nineteen months oltt. 
We therefore paid him his wages, amounting" to 
five hundred dollars and thirty-three cents. inclu .. 
ding the price of a horse and a lodge purcbased of 
him; and soon afterwards dmpped downtQ iheviL
lage of the Bigwhite, attended 011 shore. by. all the 
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Indian chiefs, who went to take leave of him. We 
ft}und him surrounded by his friends, who sat in a 
circle smoking; while the women were crying. He 
immediately sent his wife and son, with their bag
gage on board, accompanied by the interpreter and 
his wife. and two children; and then, after distri
llutiug among llis friends some powder and ball, 
which we had given to him, and smoking a pipe 
with Us, went with us to the river side. The whole 
village crowded about us, and many of the people 
wept aloud at the departure of the chief. As cap
tain Cl3.fke was shaking hands with the principal 
chi-eta of all the villages, they requested that he 
would .sit with them one moment longer. Being 
'WiUing to gratify ~hem, he.stopped and ordered a 
pipe, after smoking which they informed him, that 
when th~y first saw us they did not believe all that 
we then told them; but having now seen that our 
woMs were all true, they would carefully remem
ber them, and follow our advice; that he might 
tell their great father, that the young men should 
remain at home a~l(l 110t make war on any people 
except ill defence of themselves. They requested 
hiin to teUthe Ricaras to come and visit them with
out fear~ as they meant t1)at nation no harm, but 
were :desirous of peace with them. On the Sioux, 
hawever, they had no dependence, and Ipllst kill 
them whenever they ma(le war parties against their 
cOlmtry. Captain Clar~e. in reply, informed them 
tha,t we had never insisteq. on their not defending 
themselves, but reque~ted only that they would not 
strike ·those whom we had taken by the hand; that 
!We would a:pprise the Ricaras of their friendly in-
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tentions; and that, although we had not seen those 
of the Sioux with whom they were at war, w 
should relate their conduct to their great father, 
who would take measures for producing a general 
peace among all his red children. . 

The Borgne now requested that we would take 
good care of this chief, who would report whatever 
their great father should say: the couneil being 
then broken up, we took leave with a salute from a 
gun, and then proceeded. On reaching fort Man
dan we found a few pickets standing on the river 
side, but all the houses except one had been burned 
by an accidental fire. At the distance of eighteen 
miles we reached the old Ricara village, where we 
encamped on the southwest side, the wind beiug 
too violent, and the waves too high to permit us to 
go any further. The same cause prevented us from 
setting out before eight o'clock the next day, 

Monday 18. Soon after we embarJ{ed, an Indian 
came running down to the beach, who appeared 
very anxious to speak to us. We went ashore, and 
found it was the brother of the Bigwhite, who was 
encamped at no great distance, and hearing of our 
departure, came to take leave of the chief. The 
Bigwhite gave him a pair of leggings, and they 
separated in the most affectionate manner; we then 
continu.ed our course, though the wind and waves 
were still high. The Indian chief seems quite satis~ 
tied with his treatment; and during the day was 
employed in pointing out the ancient monuments 
of the Manda,ns, or in relating their traditions. At 
length, after making forty miles, we encamped 
em the northeast side, opposite all old Mandan 
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village, and below the mouth of Chesshetah river. 
Tuesday 19. The wind was so violent that we 

were not able to proceed until four in the afternoon. 
during which time the hunters killed four elk and 
twelve deer. We then went for ten miles, and 
came to a sandbar. The rain and wind continued 
through the night, and during the whole of the 
next day. 

Wednesday 20, the waves were so high, that 
one man was constantly occupied in bailing the 
boats. We passed at noon, Cannonball river; and 
at three in the afternoon, the entrance of the river 
Wardepon, the boundary of the country claimed by 
the Siou x:; and after coming eighty-one miles, passed 
the night on a sandbar. The plains are beginning 
to change their appearance, the grass becoming of 
a yellow colour. We have seen great numbers of 
wolves to-day, and some buff aloe and elk, though 
these are by no means so abundant as on the 
Yellowstone. 

Since we passed in 1804, a very obvious change 
has taken place in the current and appearance of 
the Missouri. In places where at that time there 
were sandbars, the current of the river now passe~, 
and the former channel of the river is in turn a 
bank of sand... Sandbars then naked, are covere(l 
with willows several feet high: the entrance of 
some of the creeks and rivers changed in conse
quence of the quantity of mud thrown into them; 
and in some of the bottoms are layers of mud eight 
inches in depth. 

Thursday 21. We rose after a night of broken 
Jest, owing to the moschetoes, and having put our 



~18 LEWIS AND CLARKE'S EXPEDITION 

arms in order, so as to be prepaced for au attack, 
continued our course. \Ve soon met thr€e tradt!rs, 
two of whom had wintere<l w.ith us ameng the 
Mandans in 1804, and who were now on their wa,. 
there. They had exhausted all their powder and 
lead; we therefore supplied them with both. They 
informed u'S that seven hundred Sioux had passed 
the Ricara towns on their way to make war against 
the Mandans and Minnetarees, leaving their women 
and children encampell near the Big-bend of the 
Missouri, and that the Ri£aras aU remained at 
Iwme, without taking any part ill the waf. They 
also told us that the Pawnee, or Ricara chief, who 
went to the U mted States in the spring of 1805, 
died o~ his return near Sioux: river.-

\Ve then left then'l, and soon afterwards artived 
opposite to the upper Ricara villages; We saluted 
them with the discharge of four guns, which they 
answered in the same manner; alld on our laolliJtg 
we were met by the greater part of the inhabitants 
of each village, and also by a band of Chayennes, 
who were encamped on a hill in the neighbourhood. 

As Boon as captain Clar-ke stepped on shore. he 
was greeted by the two chiefs to whom we had 
given medals on our last visit; and as they as w~ll 
as the rest appeared much rejoiced at out return, 
and desirous of hearing from the Manda-tis, he sat 
down on the bank, while the Ricaras and Cbayennes 
formed a circle round him; and, after 9lDoking, he 
informed them, as he had already done ~he ~Ii'1De.
tarees, of the various tribes we had visited, aDd out 
anxiety to promote peace among our red bce~ren. 
He then ex-pressed his reg-ret at th~ir having a~ 
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t~.I:)1<ed the Maadans, who had li~tened to our coun
ads, 3l,l<l ha.d $.011t on a chi.ef to smoke with them, 
~Ild to ass\\re th~~ that t.hey might now hunt in the 
p1il(~AA. aod '\Iisit the Mandan. ,~.illages ill safety, a.ll~ 
e~J~lurjl~d by 'l!\'iting some of the chiefs. to accoUl
p:a,"j us _Q \Vashingt.on. The man whom we ha(t 
a~~.~9wkedged a.s the principal. chief when we 
a~cended. now pliesented another, who, he said, wa!J 
a great.er chief than himself; and to him, therefore, 
b,e, I~d sllrreudered the flag and medal with whi.ch 
we had honQufed hhn. This chief, who was absent 
at Qur last vitJi~._ is. 8 roa.n of thirty-five years of 
age, stout~ well-looking, and ca.lled by the In.dians 
Gr~yeye!l. 

a.e:u0w m.a.de a v.ery animated reply. He dedal'ed 
tb.~Hh~ Ric<:aras were willing to follow the counsels 
we h.ad. given them; hut a few of their bad young 
men. wotMd not live in peace. but had joined the 
$i9UJ(, and thus em.broiled them with the Mandan!. 
th.ese y,f>ung men had, however, been driven out 
Q£ the v.iUllgeS', and as the Ricaras were now sepa~ 
rated from the Sioux, who were a bad people, and 
the cause of all their misfortunes, they now desired 
to he at peace with the Mandans. and would re .. 
ceive them with kindn.es8 and friendship. Severa:l 
of the chiefs, he said, were desirous of visiting theiv 
great father; but as the chief who went to the 
United States last summer had not returned, and 
they had some fears for his safety, on. account of 
the Sioux, theJ! did not wish to leave home until 
they heard of him. With regard to himself, he 
would continue with hil~ nation, to see that they' foI~ 
low.ed our advice. 
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The sun being now very hot, the chief of the
Chayennes invited us to his lodge, which was at 
no great distance from the river. We followed 
him, and found a very large lodge, made of twenty 
buff aloe skins, surrounded by eighteen or twenty 
lodges, nearly equal in size. The rest of the nation 
are expected to-morrow, and will make the num
ber of one hundred and thirty or fifty lodges, con
taining from three hundred and fifty to four hun~ 
(Ired me~, at which the men of the nation may be 
computed. These Chayennes are a fine looking 
people, of a large stature, straight limbs, high 
cheek-bones and noses, and of a complexion similar 
to that orthe Ricaras. Their ears are cut at the lower 
part, but few wear ornaments in them: the hair is 
generally cut over the eye-brows, and small orna
ments fall down the cheeks, the remainder being 
either twisted with horse or buffaloe hair, and divided 
over each shoulder, or else flowing loosely behind. 
Their decorations consist chiefly of blue beads, 
shells, red paint, brass rings, bears claws, and strips 
of otter skins, of which last they, as well as the Ri
earas, are very fond. The wom~n are coarse in 
their features, with wide mouths, and ugly. Their 
dress consists of a habit falling to the mid-leg, mads 
of two equal pieces of leather, sewed from the bottom 
with arm-holes, and with a flap ha~lging nearly half 
way down the body both before and behind. On 
these are burned various figures, by means of a hot 
stick, and adorned with beads, shells, and elks 
tusks, which all Indians admire. The other orna
ments are blue beads in the ears, but the hair is 
plain, and flows down the back. ,The summer ~re5' 
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of the men is a simple buff aloe robe, a cloth round 
the waist, moccasins, ~1Il(1 occasionally leggings. 
Living remote from the whites they are shy and 
cautious, but are peaceably disposed, and profess 
to make war against no people except the Sioux, 
with whom thry have been engaged in contests 
immemorially."In their excursions they are accom
panied by their dogs and horses, which they possess 
in great numbers; the former serving to carry 
almost all their light baggage. After smoking for 
some time, captain Clarke gave a small metlal to 
the Chayeune chief, and explained, at the same 
time, tb.e meaning of it~ He seemed alarmed at this 
present, and sent for a robe and a quantity of buf
faloe?meat, which he gave to captaill Clarke. amI 
requested him to take back the medal, for he knew 
that all white people were medicine, and he was 
afraid of tne medal, or of any thing else which the 
white people gave to the Indians. Captain Clarke 
then repeated his intention in giving the medal, 
which was the medicine his great father had directed 
him to deliver to all chiefs who listened to his word 
and followed his counsels; and, that as he had done 
so, the meda~ was given as a proof that we believed 
him sincere. He now appeared satisfied, and re
ceived the medal, in return for which he gave 
lWuble the quantity of buff aloe meat he had offered 
before. He seemed now quite reconciled to the 
whites, and requested that some traders might be 
sent among the Chayennes~ who lived, he said, in a 
country full of beaver, but did not understand well 
how to catch them, and were discouraged from it 
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by having no sale for them when caught. Captain 
Clarke promised that they should be soon supplied 
with goods, and taught the best mode of catching 
beaver. 

The Bigwhite, chief of the Malldans, now address
ed them at some length, explaining the pacific inten
tions of his nation; aud the Chayenne observed that 
both the Ricaras and Mandans seemed to be in 
fault; but at the end of the council the Mandan 
chief was treated with great civility, and the 
greatest harmony prevailed among them. The 
great chief, however, informed us, that none of the 
Ricaras could be prevailed on to go with us till the 
return of the other chief, and that the Chayennel 
were a wild people, and afraid to go. He invited 
captain Clarke to his house, and gave him two car
rots of tobacco, two beaver skins, and a trencher of 
boiled corn and beans. It is the custom of all the 
nations on the Missouri, to offer to every white 
man food and refreshment when he first enters their 
tents. 

Captain Clarke returned to the boats, where he 
found the chief of the lower village, who had cut 
off part of his hair, and disfigured himself in such 
a manner that we did not recognise him at first, 
until he explained that he was in mourning for his 
nephew, who had been killed by the Sioux. He 
proceeded with us to the village on tpe island, 
where we were met by all the inhabitants. The 
second chief. on seeing the Mandan, began to 
speak to him in a loud and threatening tone, till 
captain Clarke declared that the Mandans had 
listened to our councils, and that if any iujury was 



tJp THE MISSOURI. 

done to the chief, we should defend him against 
every nation. He then invited the Mandan to his 
lodge, ahd after a very ceremonious smoking, as
sured captain Clarke that the Mandan was as safe 
as at home, for the Ricaras had opened their ears 
to our councils, as well as the Mandans. This was 
repeated by the great chief, and the Mandan and 
Ricara chiefs now smoked and conversed in great 
apparent harmony; after which we returned to the 
boats. The whole distance to-day was twenty
nine miles. 

Friday 22. It rained all night, so that we aU 
rose this morning quite wet, and were about pro
ceetlfng, 'When captain Clarke was requested to vi
sit the chiefs. They now made several speeches, in 
which they said that they were unwilling to go 
with us, until the return of their countryman; and 
that, although they disliked the Sioux as the ori
gin of all their tro~bles, yet as they had more 
horses than they wanted, and were in wallt of 
guns and powder, they would be obliged to trade 
once more with them for those articles, after which 
they would break oft' all connexion with them. He 
liow returned to the boats, and after taking leave 
of the people, who seemed to regret our departure, 
and firing a salute of two guns, proceeded seven
teen mUes, and encamped below Grouse island. We 
made only seventeen miles to-day. for we were 
obliged to land near Wetarboo river to dry our 
baggage, besides which the sandbars are now un
~sually numerous as the river widens below the 
Ricara villages. Captain Lewis is now so far reco
lored that he was able to walk a little to-day for 
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the first time. While here we ha(I occasion to no
tice that the Mandans as well as the Minnetarees 

. and Ricaras keep their horses in the same lodges 
with themselves. 

Saturday 23. We set out early, but the wind was 
so high, that soon after passing the Sahwacanah we 
were obliged to go on shore, and remain till three 
o'clock, when a heavy shower of rain fell, and the 
wind lulled. We then continued our route, and 
after a day's journey of forty miles encamped. 
'Vhile 011 shore we killed three deer and as many 
elk. Along the river are great quantities of grapes 
and chokecherries, and also a species of currant 
which we have never seen before: it is black, with 
a leaf much larger than that of the other currants, 
and inferior in flavour to all of them. 

Sunday 24. We set out at sunrise, and at eight 
o9clock passed Lahoocat's island, opposite to the 
lower poinf of which we landed to examine a stratum 
of stone, near the top of a bluff of remarkably black 
clay. It is soft, white, and contains a very fine grit; 
and, on being dried in the sun, will crumble to 
pieces. The wind soon after became so high, that. 
we were obliged to land for several hours, but pro
ceeded at five o'clock. After making forty-three 
miles, we encamped at the gorge of the Lookout 
bend of the Missouri. The Sioux have lately passed 
in this quarter, amI there is now very little game, 
and that so wild that we were unable to shoot any 
thing. Five of the hunters were therefore sent abead 
before daylight next morning, 

l\1:onday 25, to hunt in the Pawnee island, and 
we followed them soon after. t eight ~'clock we 
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reached the entrance of the Chayenne, where we 
remained till noon, in order to take a meridian ob
servation. At three o'clock we passed the old 
Pawnee village, near which we had met the Tetons 
in 1804, and encamped in a large bottom on the 
northeast side, a little below the mouth of Notimber 
creek. Just above our camp the Ricaras had for
merly a large village on each side of the river, and 
there are still seen the remains of five villages on 
the southwest side, below the Chayenne, and one 
also on Lahoocat's island; but these have all been 
destroyed by the Sioux. The weather was clear 
and calm, but by means of our oars we made forty
eight miles. Our hunters procured nothing except 
a few deer. 

The skirt of timber in the bend above the Chay
enne is inconsiderable, and scattered from four to 
sixteen miles on the southwest side of the river; and 
the thickest part is from the distance of from ten to 
six miles of the Chayenne. A narrow bottom of 
small cottonwood trees is also on the northeast 
point, at the distance of four miles above the river. 
A few large trees, and a small undergrowth of wil~ 
lows on the lower side bottom on the :Missouri half 
a mile, and extend a quarter of a mile up the 
Chayenne: there is a bottom of cotton timber in 
the part above the Chayenne. The Chayenne dis
charges but a little water at its mouth, which 
resembles that of the Missouri. 

Tuesday 26. After a heavy dew we set out, and 
at nine 0' clock reached the entrance of Teton river. 
below which were a raft and a skin canoe, which 
illduced us to suspect that the Tetons were in th~ 
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neighbourhood. The arms were therefore put in 
perfect order, and every thing prepared to revenge 
the slightest insult from those people. to w'hom it is 
necessary to show an example of salutary rigour. 
"Ve, however, went on without seeing any orth'em, 
although we were obliged to land near Smoke 
creek for two hours, to stop a leak in the periogue, 
Here we saw great quantities of plums and grapes, 
but not yet ripe. At five o'clock we passed Louis
'Ville's fort. on Cedar island, twelve miles below 
which we encamped, having been able to row 
sixty miles, with the wind ahead during the 
greater part of the day. 

Wednesday 27. Before sunrise we set out with a 
~tiff eastern breeze in our faces, and at the distance 
of a few miles landed on a sand-bar near Taylor'S 
river, and sent out th~ hunters, as this was the most 
favourable spot to recruit our stock of meat, whieh 
was now completely exhausted. But after a hunt 
of three hours, they reported that 110 game was to 
be found in the bottoms, the grass baving been laid 
flat by the immense numbers of buffaloe which 
had recently passed over it; and that they saw only 
a few bufl'aloe hulls, '.:hi~h they did not kill, as 
they were quite unfit for use. Near this place we 
observed, however, the {;rst signs of the wild 
turkey; alid not long after landed in the Bigbend~ 
RmI killed a fine fat clk, on which. we feasted. 
Towards night we heard thebeHowrng of th~ buf
faloe bulls, on the lo-wer island of'the Big.bend: we 
pursu:ed this-agreeable sound, and after killing some 
of the cows, eneamped on the island, forty-five 
miles from the car~p of last nigh.t. 
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Thursday 28. We proceeded at an early hour, 
having previously despatched some hunters ahead, 
with orders to join us at our old camp a little above 
Corv:us creek, where we intended remaining one 
day, in order to procure the skins and skeletons of 
some animals, such as the mule-deer, the antelope, 
the barking-squirrel, ami the magpie, which we 
were desirous of carrying to the United States, and 
which we had seen in great abundance. After row
big thirty-five miles we landed at twelve o'clock, 
and formed a camp in a high bottom, thinly tim
bered and covered with grass, and not crowded 
with moschetoes. S0011 after we arrived, the squaws 
and several of the men went to the bushes near the 
river, and brought great quantities of large, well
flavoured plums, of three different species. 

The hunters returned In the afternoon without 
being able to procure any of the game we wished, 
except the barking squirrel, though they killed 
four common deer, and had seen large herds of 
buffaloe, of which they brought in two. They re
sumed their hunt in the morning, 

Friday 29, and the rest of the party were em
ployed in dressing sldns, except two, who were 
sent to the village of the barking squirrels, but 
could not see one of them out of their holes. At 
ten o'clock the skins were dressed. and we proceed
ed; and soon passed the entrance of White river, 
the water of which is at this time nearly the co
lour of milk. The day was spent in hunting along 
the river, so that we did not advance more than 
twenty-miles; but with aU our efforts we were un
able to kill either a mule-deer, or an antelopel 
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though we procured the common deer, a porcu
pine, and some buffaloe. These last animals are 
now so numerous, that from an eminence we dis
covered more than we had ever seen before. at one 
time; and if it be not impossible to calculate the 
moving multitude, which darkened the whole 
plains, we are convinced that twenty thousand 
would be no exaggerated number. With regard 
to game in general, we observe that the greatest 
quantity of wild animals are usually foun<l in the 
country lying between two nations at war, 

Saturday 30. We set out at the usual hour, but 
after going some distance were obliged to stop for 
two hours, in order to wait for one of the hunters. 
During this time we made an excursion to a large 
orchard of delicious plums. where we were so for
tunate as to kill two buck elks. We then proceeded 
down the river, and were about landing at a place 
where we had agreed to meet all the hunters, when' 
several persons appeared on the high hills to the 
northeast, whom, by the help of the spy-glass. we 
distinguished to be Indians. 'Ve landed on tbe 
southwest side of the river, and immediately after 
saw, on a height opposite to us, about twenty per
~ons, one of whom, from his blanket' great-coat, 
and a handkerchief rounu his head, we supposed to 
he a Frenchman. At the same time about eighty or 
llinety more Indians, armed with guns, bows and 
arrows, came out of a wood some distance below 
them, and fired a salute, which we returned. From 
their hostile appearance, we were apprehensive 
that they might be Tetons; but as from the country 
thrQugh which they were roving, it was possible 
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that they were Yanktoils, Pawnees. or Mahas, and 
therefore less suspicious, we did not know in what 
way to receive them. In order, however, to ascer
tain who they were, without risk to the party, cap
tain Clarke crossed, with three persons who could 
speak different Indian languages, to a sand-bar 
near the opposite side, in hopes of conversing with 
them. Eight young men soon met him on the sand
bar, but none of them could understand either the 
Pawnee or Maha interpreter. They were then ad
dressed in the Sioux language, and answered that 
they were Tetons, of the band headed by the Black
buffaloe, Tahtackasabah. This was the same who 
had attempted to stop us in 1804; and being liow 
less anxious about offending so mischievous a tribe, 
captain Clarke told them, that they had been deaf 
to our counsels, had ill treated us two years ago, 
and had abused all the whites who had since visited 
them. He believed them, he added, to be bad 
people; and they must therefore return to their 
companions, for if they crossed over to our camp 
we would put them to death. They asked for some 
corn, which captain Clarke refused; they then re
quested permission to come and visit out camp, but 
he ordered them back t~ their own people~ lIe then 
returne4, and all the arms were prepared in case of 
an attack; but when the Indians reached their 
comrades, and had informed their chiefs of our in
tention, they all set out 011 their way to their own 
camp; but some of them halted on a rising ground, 
and abused us very copiously, threatening to kill 
us if we came across .. We took no notice of this for 
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some time, till the return of three of our huntenl, 
whom we were afraid the Indians might have met; 
but as soon as they joined us we embarked; and, 
to see what the Indians would attempt, steered near 
the side of their river. At this the party on the hill 
seemed agitated; some set out foJ' their camp, others 
walked about, and one man walked towards the 
boats and invited us to land. As he came near, we 
recognised him to be the same who had accompanied 
us for two days in 1804, and who is considered all 
the friend of the whites. Unwilling, however, to 
have any interview with these people, we declined 
his invitation; upon which he returned to the hill, 
and struck the earth three times with his gun, a. 
great oath among the Indians, who consider swear
ing by the earth as one of the most sacred forms of 
imprecation. At the distance of six miles we stoppe(l 
on a bleak sand-bar, where, however, we thought 
ourselves safe from attack during the night, and 
also free from moschetoes. We had now made only 
twenty-two miles, but in the course of the day had 
procured a mule-deer, which we much desired. 
About eleven in the evening the wind shifted to 
the northwest, and it began to rain, accompanied 
with loud claps of thunder and lightning, after 
which the wind changed to the southwest, and blew 
with such violence, that we were obliged to hold 
the canoes, for fear of their being driven from the 
sand-bar; the cables of two of them however broke, 
and two others were blown quite across the river, 
nor was it till two o'clock that the whole party was
'fe-assembled, waiting in the rain for daylight. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

The p'trty return in safety to st. Louis. 

Sunday, August 31. WE examined our arms, and 
proceeded with the wind in our favour. For some 
time we saw several Indians on the hills, but soon 
lost sight of them. In passing the Dome, and the 
first village of barking-squirrels, we stopped and 
killed two fox-squirrels, an animal which we have 
not seen on the river higher than this place. At 
night we encamped on the northeast side. after a 
journey of seventy miles. We had seen no game, 
as usual, on the river; but in the evening the mos'" 
chetoes soon discovered us. 

Monday, September 1. We set out early, but 
were shortly compelled to put to shore, for half an 
hour, till a thick fog disappeared. At nine o'clock 
we passed the entrance of the Quicurre, which 
presents the same appearance as when we ascended, 
the water rapid and of a milky-white colour. Two 
miles below, several Indian/! ran down to the bank. 
and beckoned to us to land; but as they appeared 
to be Tetons, and of a war party, we paid no atten
tion to them. except to inquire to what tribe they 
belonged; but as the Sioux interpreter did not UIl

derstand much of the language, they probably 
mistook his question. As one of our canoes was 
behind, we were afraid of an attack on the men, 
and therefore landed on an open commanding si
tuation, out of the view of the Indians, in order to 
wait for them. We had not been in this position 



.532 LEWIS AND CLAl'lKB'S EXPEDITION 

fifteen minutes, when we heard several guns, which 
we immediately concluded were tired at the three 
hunters; and being now determined to protect them 
against any number of Indians, captain Clarke with 
fifteen men ran up the river, whilst captain Lewis 
hobbled up the bank, and formed the rest of the 
party in such a manner as would best enable 
them to protect the boats. On turning a point of 
the river, captain Clarke was agreeably surprised 
at seeing the Indians remaining in the place where 
we left them. and our callOe at the distance of a 
mile. He now went on a sand-bar, and when the 
Indian~ crossed, gave them his hand, and was in
formed that they ha(l been amusing themselves 
with shooting at an old keg, which we had thrown 
into the river, and was floating down. We now 
found them to be part of a band of eighty lodges 
of Yank tons, on Plum creek. and therefore invited 
them down to the camp, and after smoking several 
pipes, told them that we had mistaken them for 
Tetoni. and had intended putting everyone of 
them to death, if they had fired at our canoe; but 
finding them Yanktons, who were good men, we 
were glad to take them by the hand as faithful 
children, who had opened their ears to our counsels. 
They saluted the / l\landan with great conliality. 
and one of them 'declared that their ears had in
deed been opened. and that they had followed our 
advice since we gave a medal to their great chief. 
and should continue to do so. We now tied a piece 
of riband to the hair of each Indian. and gave them 
some corn. "Ve made a present of a pair of leg
gings to the principal chief. and then took our 
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leave. being previously overtaken by our canoe. 
At two o'clock we landed to hunt on Bonhomme 
island, but obtained a single elk only. The bot
tom on the north side is very rich, and so thickly 
overgrown with pea-vines and grass, interwoven 
with grape-vines, that some of the party, who at
tempted to hunt there, were obliged to leave it, 
and ascend the plain. where they found the grass. 
nearly as high as their heads. These plains are much 
richer below than above the Quicurre. and the 
whole country is now very beautiful. After making 
fifty-two miles agaiust a head wind. we stopped. 
for the night on a sand-bar. opposite to the Calu
met bluff. where we had encamped on the first of 
September, 1804, and where our flag-staff was still 
sta.nding. 'N e suffered very much from the mos
chetoes, till the wind became so high as to blow 
them all away. 
, Tuesday 2. At eight o'clock we passed the river 

Jacques. but soon after were compelled to land, ill 
consequence of the high wind from the northeast~ 
and remain till sunset. after which we went on to 
a sand-bar, twenty-two miles from our camp of last 
evening. Whilst we were on shore we killed three 
buffaloes and four prairie-fowls. which are the first 
We have seen in descending. Two turkeys were 
also killed, and were very much admired by the 
Indians. who had never seen that animal before. 
The plains continue level and fertile, and in the 
low grounds there is much white oak. and some 
white ash in the ravines and high bottoms, with lyn 
and slippery elm occasionally. During the night 
the wind shifted to the southwest and blew the sand 
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over us in such a manner, that our situation WaI! 

very unpleasant. It lulled however towards day
light, and we then, 

Wednesday 3, proceeded. At eleven o'clock we 
passed the Redstone. The river is now crowded 
with sand-bars, which are "ery differently situated 
now from what they were when we ascended: but 
notwithstanding these and the head-wind, we made 
sixty miles before night, when we saw two boats 
and several men on shore. We landed, and found a 
1\lr. James Airs, a partner of a house at Prairie de 
Chien, who had come from Mackinau by the way 
of Prairie de Chien and St. Louis, with a license to 
trade among the Sioux for one year. He had brought 
two canoes loaded with merchandise, but lost many 
of his most useful articles in a squall some time 
since. After so long an interval, the sight of any 
one who could give us information of our country, 
was peculiarly delightful; and much of the night 
was spent in making inquiries into what had oc
curred during our absence. We found Mr. Airs a 
very friendly and liberal gentleman, and when we 
proposed to him to purchase a small quantity of 
tobacco, to be paid for in St. Louis, he very readily 
furnished every man of the party with as much as 
he could use during the rest of the voyage, and in
sisted on our accepting a barrel of flour. This last 
we found very agreeable, although we have still a 
little flour, which we had deposited at the month 
of Maria's river. We could give in return only 
about six bushels of corn, which was all that WI) 

could spare. The next morning, 
Thursday 4, we left Mr. Airs about eigM 
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o'clock, and after passing the Big Sioux river, 
stopped at noon near Floyd's bluff. On ascending 
the hill we found that the grave of Floyd had been 
opened, and was now half uncovered. 'Ve filled 
it up, and then continued down to our old camp 
near the Maha village, where all our baggage, 
which had been wet by the rain of last night, was 
exposed to dry. There is no game on this river, 
except wild geese and pelicans. Near Floyd's grave 
are Borne flourishing black-walnut trees, which are 
the first we have seen on our return. At night we 
heard the report of several guns, in a direction to
wards the J\1aha village, and supposed it to be the 
signal of the arrival of some trader. But not meet
ing him when we set out, the next morning, 

Friday 5, we concluded, that the firing was 
merely'to announce the return of the Mahas to the 
village, this being the season at which they return 
home from bufCaloe hunting, to take care of their 
corn, beans and pumpkins. The river is now more 
crooked, the current more rapid, and crowded with 
snags and sawyers, and the bottoms, on both sides, 
well supplied with timber. At three o'clock we 
passed the Bluestone bluff, where the river leaves 
the highlands, and meanders through a low rich 
bottom, and at night encamped, after making 
seventy-three miles. 

Saturday 6. The wind continued ahead, but the 
moschetoes were so tormenting that to remain was 
more unpleasant than even to advance, however 
slowly, and we therefore proceeded. Near the 
Little Sioux river we met a trading boat belonging 
~o Mr. Augustus Chateau, of St. Louis, with sev~:-
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ral men, . on their way to trade with the Yallktoru 
at the river Jacques. 'We obtained from tbem a 
gallon of whiskey, and gave each of the party a 
dram, which is the first spirituous liquor any of 
them have tasted since the 4th of July, 1805. After 
remaining with them for some time, we went on to 
a sand-bar tlurty miles from our last encampment, 
where we passed the night in expectation of being 
joineci by two of the hunters: but as they did not 
come on, we .,et out next morning, 

Sunday 7, leaving a canoe with five men to wait 
for them, but had not gone more than eight miles 
when we overtook them; we therefore fired a gun, 
which was a signal for the men behind, which, as 
the distance in a direct line was about a mile, they 
readily heard, and soon joined us. A little above 
the Soldier'S river we stopped to dine on elk, of 
which we killed three, and at night, after making 
forty-four miles, encamped on a, sand-bar, where 
we hope-d in vain to escape from the moschetoes. 
\Ve therefore set out early the next morning, 

l\fonday 8, and stopped for a short time at the 
Council bluffs, to examine the situation of the place, 
and were confirmed in our belief, that it would be 
a very eligible spot for a trading establishment. 
Being anx ious to reach the Platte, we plied our 
oars so well, that by night we had made seventy ... 
eight miles, and landed at our old encampment at 
White-catfish camp. twelve miles above that river. 
W" e had here occasion to remark the wonderful 
evaporation from the Missouri, which does not ap
peaT'tt) c-ontain more water, nor is its channel wider 
than at the distance of. one thousand miles nearer 
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its source, although within that space it receives 
about twenty rivers, some of them of considerable 
width, and a great number of creeks. This eva
poration seems, in fact, to be greater now than 
when we ascended the river '; for we are obliged to 
replenish the inkstand every day with fresh ink, 
nine tenths Qf which must escape by evaporation. 

Tuesday 9. By eight o'clock we passed the river 
Platte, which is lower than it was, and its waters 
almost clear, though the channel is turbulent as 
usual. The sand-bars, which obstructed the IVlis
souri, are, however, washed away, and nothing is 
to be seen except a few remains of the bar. Below 
the Platte, the current of the Missouri becomes 
evidently more rapid, and the obstructions from 
fallen timber increased. The river bottoms are 
extensive, rich, and covered with tall, large tim
ber, which is still more abundant in the hollows of 
the ravines, where may be seen oak, ash, elm, in
terspersed with some walnut and hiccory. The 
moschetoes too, though still numerous, seem to lose 
some of their vigour. As we advance so rapidly, 
the change of climate is very perceptible; the air 
is more sultry than we have experienced for a long 
time before, and the nights so warm, that a thiu 
blanket is now sufficient, although a few days ago 
two were not burdensome. Late in the afternoon 
w.e encamped opposite to the Baldpated prairie, 
'after a journey of seventy-three miles. 

Wednesday 10. We again set out eariy, and the 
wind being moderate, though still ahead, we came 
sixty-five miles to a sand-bar, a short distance abov~ 

VOL;IL 3 y 
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the Grand Nemaha. In tbe course of the day we 
met a trader, with three men, on his way to the 
Pawnee Loups or Wolf Pawnees on the platte. Soon 
after another boat passed us with seven men from 
St. Louis, bound to the Mahas. With both of these 
trading parties we had some conversation; but our 
anxiety to go 011 would not suffer us to remain long 
with them. The Indians, particularly the squaws 
and children, are weary of the long journey, and 
we are not less desirous of seeing our country and 
friends. 'Ve saw 011 the shore deer, raccoons, and 
turkeys. 

Thursday ll. A high wind from the northwest 
detained us till after sunrise, when we proceeded 
slowly; for as the river is rapid and narrow, as well 
as more crowded with sand-bars and timber than 
above, much caution is necessary in avoiding these 
obstacles, particularly in the present low state of 
the water. The Nemaha seems less wide than when 
we saw it before, and Wolf river has scarcely any 
water. In the afternoon we halted above the Na~ 
dowa to hunt, and killed two deer, after which we 
went 011 to a small island, forty miles from our last 
night's encampment. Here we were no longer an
noyed by the moschetoes, who do nvt seem to fre
quent this part of the river; and, after having been 
persecuted by these insects during the whole route 
from the falls, it is a most agreeable exemption. 
Their noise was very agreeably changed for that of 
the common wolves, which were howling in diffe
rent directions. and the prairie wolves, whose bark
ing resembles precisely that of the comm~n cur dog. 

Friday 12. After a t~lick fog and a heavy dew. 
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we set out by sunrise, and at the distance of seven 
miles met two periogues, one of them bound to the 
Platte, for the purpose of trading with the Pawnees, 
the other on a trapping expedition to the neigh
bourhood of the Mahas. Soon after we met the 
trading party under :l\lr. l\1'Clellan; and with 
them was Mr.GraveIines, the interpreter, whom we 
had sent with a Ricara chief to the United States. 
The chief had unfortunately died at Washington, 
and Gravelines was now on his way to the Ricaras, 
with a speech from the president, and the presents 
which had been made to the chief. He had also 
directions to instruct the Ricaras in agriculture. 
He was accompanied on this mission by old Nfr. 
Durion, our former Sioux interpreter, whose object 
was to procure, by his influence, a safe passage for 
the Ricara presents through the hands of the Sioux, 
and also to engage some of the Sioux chiefs, not 
eIceeding six, to visit Washington. Both of them 
were instructed to inquire pflrticularly after the 
fate of our party, no intelligence having been re
ceived from us during a long time. We authorised 
Mr. Durion to invite ten or twelve Sioux chiefs to 

. accompany him, particularly the Yank tons, whom 
we had found well disposed towards our country. 
The afternoon being wet, we determined to Tf'main 
with Mr. M'Clellan during the night: and there
fore, after sending on five hunters ahead, spent the 
evening in inquiries after occllrrences in the United 
States during our absence; and by eight o'clock 
next morning. 

Saturday 13, overtook the hunters; but they 
had killed nothing. The wind being now too higll 
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tp proceed safely through timber stuck in every 
part of the channel, we landed and sent the small 
canoes ahead to hunt. Towards evening we over
took them, and encamped, not being able to ad
vance more than eighteen miles. The weather 
was very warm, and- the rushes in the h9ttoms so 
high and thick that we could scarcely hunt, but 
were fortunate enough to obtain four deer and a 
turkey, which, with the hooting owl, the common 
buzzard, crow, and hawk, were the only game we 
~aw. Among the timber is the cottollwood, syca
more, ash, mulberry, pappaw, walnut, hickiory, 
prickly ash,- several species of elm, inter-mixed with 
great quantities of grape-villes. and three kinds of 
peas:. 

Sunday 14. We resumed our journey, and this 
being a part of the river to which the Kan~as re
sort, in order to rob the boats of traders, we held 
ourselves in readiness tp fire upon any Indians who 
should offer us the slightest indignity, as we no 
longer needed their friendship, and fOUlld that a 
tone of firmness at}d decision is the best possible 
~ethod of making proper impression on th,ese free
bpoters. We, however, did I).ot encounter any of 
~hem; but just below the old Kanzas village met 
three trading boats from St. Louis, on their way to -
the Yanktons and Mahas. After leaving them, we 
saw a number of deer, of which we killed five, and 
encamped on an island, fifty-three miles fr-oJl1 our 
encamp~ent of last ev~ning. 

:Monday 15. A strong breeze ahead prevented: 
us from advancing more than forty-niue miles, to 
tij.~ neighbop,rhoocl of Jialcapin cree!. The -river 
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Kallzas is very low at this time. About a mile be
}tow it we landed to view the situation of a high hill, 
which has many advantages for a trading house or 
fort; while on the shore we gathered great quanti
ties of pappawa, and shot an elk. The low grounds 
are now delightful, and the whole country exhibits
a rich a·ppearance; but the weather is oppressively 
warm, and descending as rapidly as we do, from a 
cool open country between 46 and 49 degrees, in 
which we have been for nearly two years, to the 
wooded plains in 38 and 39 degrees; the heat would 
be almost insufferable, were it not for the constant 
winds from the south and southeast. 

Tuesday 16. We set out at an early hour, but the 
weather soon became so warm that the men rowed 
but li.ttle. ~n the course of the day we met two 
trading parties on their way to the Pawnees and 
Mahas. and after making fifty-two miles, remained 
on an island till next morning, 

Wednesday 17, when we passed in safety the 
island of the Little Osag.e village. This place is 
considerecl by the navigators of the l\:fissouri as the 
most dangerous part of it, the whole water being 
compressed, for two miles, within a narrow channel 
crowded with timber, into which the violence of the 
ilurrent is constantly washing the banks. At the 
distance of thirty miles we met a captain M'CleUan, 
lately of the United States army, with whom we 
encamped~ He informed us, that the general opi
nion in the United States was, that we were lost, 
the last accounts whi<4l had been heard of us beiug 
from the Mandan village. Captain M'Clellan is on 
his :way to-attempt a new tra~e with the Indians, 
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His plan is, to establish himself on the Platte, and 
after trading with the Pawnees and Ottoes, prevail 
on some of their chiefs to accompany him to Santa 
Fee, where he hopes to obtain permission to ex
change his men:;handise for gold and silver, which 
is there in abundance. If this be granted, he can 
transport his goods on mules and horses from the 
Platte to some part of Louisiana, convenient to the 
Spanish settlements, where he may be met by the 
traders from New Mexico. 

Thursday 18. We parted with captain M'CleUan, 
amI within a few miles passed the Grand river, 
below which we overtook the hunters, who had 
been sent forward yesterday afternoon. They had 
not been able to kill any thing, nor did we see any 
game except one bear and three turkeys, so that 
our whole stock of provisions is one biscuit for each 
person; but as there is an abundance of pappaws, 
the men are perfectly contented. The current of 
the river is more gentle than it was when we 
ascended, the water being lower, though still rapid 
in those places where it is confined. We continued 
to pass through a very fine country, for tifty-two 
miles, when we encamped nearly opposite to Mine 
-river. The next morning, 

Friday 19, we worked our oars all day, without 
taking time to hunt, or even landing, except once 
to gather pappaws; and at eight o'clock reached 
the entrance of the Osage river, a distance of se
venty-two miles. Several of the party have been 
for a day or two attacked with a soreness in the 
eyes; the eye-ball being very much swelled, and 
the lid appearing as if burnt by ~e sun, a~d ex-:-
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tr.emely painful, particularly when exposed to the 
light. Three of the men are so much affected by it, 
as to be unable to row. We therefore turned one 
of the boats adrift, and distributed the men among 
the other canoes, when ,ve set out a little before 
daybreak, 

Saturday 20. The Osage is at this time low, and 
discharges but a very small quantity of water. 
Near the mouth of Gasconade, where we arrived at 
noon, we met five Frenchmen, on their way to the 
Great Osage village. As we moved along rapidly" 
we saw on the banks some cows feeding, and the 
whole party almost involuntarily raised a shout of 
joy, at seeing this image of civilization and domes
tic life. 

Soon after. we reached the little French village 
of La Charette, which we saluted with a discharge 
of four guns, and three hearty cheers. We then 
landed, and were received with kindness by the 
inhabitants, as well as some traders from Canada, 
who were going to traffic with the Osages and 
Ottoes. They were all equally surprised and pleased 
at our arrival, for they had long since abandoned 
all hopes of ever seeing us again. 

These Canadians have boats prepared for the na· 
vigation of the Missouri, which seem better calcu
lated for the purpose than those in any other form. 
They are in the shape of batteaux, about thirty 
feet long, and eight wide; the bow and stern 
pointed, the bottom flat, and carrying six oars only; 
their chief advantage is their width and flatness, 
which saves them from the danger of rolling sands. 

Having come forty-eight miles~ and the weather 
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threatening to be bad, we remained -at La Charette 
till the next morning, 

Sunday 21, when we proceeded, and as several 
settlements have been made during our absence, 
were refreshed with the sight of men and cattle 
along the banks. We also passed twelve canoes of 
Kickapoo Indians going on a hunting excursion. At 
length, after coming forty-eight miles, we saluted, 
with heartfelt satisfaction, the village of St. Charles, 

• 
and on landing were treated with the greatest hos-
pitality and kindness by all the inhabitants of that 
place. Their civility detained us till ten o'clock the 
next morning, 

Monday 22, when the rain having ceased, we 
set out for Coldwater creek, about three miles from 
the mouth of the Missouri, where we found a can
tonment of troops of the United States, with whom 
we passed the day; and then, 

Tuesday 23, descended to the Mississippi, and 
round to St. Louis, where we arrived at twelve 
o'clock, and l!taving fired a salute went on shore; 
and received the heartiest and .most hospitable wel
come from the whol,e village. 
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OBSERVATIONS 

011 THE 

~TATE OF {;PPEIt LOUISIANA. 

-
WITH a view to a more complete developement 

of this subject, I have deemed it expedient, in the 
outset, to state the leading measures pursued by 
the provincial government of Spain, in relation to 
this subject; the evils which flowed from those 
measures, as well to the Indians as to the whites, i .. 
order that we may profit by their errors, and be 
ourselves the better enabled to apply the necessary 
(!orrectives to the remnant of evils which their 
practice introduced. 

From the Commencement of the Spanish provin ... 
cial government ill Louisiana, whether by the per
mission of the crown, or originating in the pecuniary 
rapacity of their governors-general, this officer as
lIumed to himself exclusively the right of trading 
with all the Indian nations in Louisiana; and there
fore proceeded to dispose of this privilege to indi
vidnaJs for certain specific sums. His example was 
imitated by the governors of V pper Louisiana, who 
made a further exaction. Those exclusive permis
Ilions to individuals varied as to the extent of country 
~l' nations they embraced, and the period for whicJ! 
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granted; but in all cases the exclusive licenses were 
offered to the highest bidder, and, consequently, the 
sums paid by the individuals purchasing were quite 
as much as the profits of the trade would bear, and 
in many instances, from a spirit of opposition be
tween contending applicants, much more was given 
than ever the profits of the traffic would justify. 
The individual, of course, became bankrupt. This, 
]lOwever, was among the least of the evils flowing 
from this system to the Indian; it produced the evil 
of compelling him to pay such enormous sums for 
the articles he purchased, that his greatest exertions 
would not enable him to obtain as much as he had 
previously been in the habit of consuming, and 
which he therefore conceived necessary to him; for 
as this system progressed, the demands of the go.,. 
vernors became more exorbitant, and the trader, to 
meet his engagements, exacted higher prices from 
the Indians, though the game became scarcer in 
their country. The morals of the Indian were cor
rupted by placing before him the articles which he 
viewed as of the first necessity to him, at such 
prices, that he had it not in his power to purchase; 
he was therefore induced, in many instances, to 
take by force that which he had not the means of 
paying for; consoling himself with the idea, that 
the trader was compelled of necessity to possess 
himself of the peltries and furs, in order to meet his 
engagements with those from whom he had pur
chased his merchandise, as well as those who had 
assisted him in their transportation. He conse
quently could not withdraw himself from their 
trade, without inevitable ruin. The prevalence of 
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this sentiment among the Indians, was strongly 
impressed on my mind by. an anecdote related to 
me by a gentleman, who had for several years en
joyed, under the Spanish government, the exclu
sive privilege of trading with the Little Osages. It 
happened, that after he had bartered with them for 
all their peltries and furs which they had on hand, 
that they seized forcibly on a number of guns and a 
quantity of ammunition which he had still remain
ing; he remonstrated with them against this act of 
violence, and finally concluded by declaring that 
he would never return among them again, nor 
would he suffer any person to bring them merchan
dise thereafter. They heard him out very pa
tiently, when one of their leaders pertly askecl 
him; ifhe did not return the next season to obtain 
their peltries and furs, how he intended to pay the 
persons from whom he had purchased the merchan
dise they had then taken from him? 

The Indians believed that these traders were the 
, most powerful persons in the nation; nor did they 

doubt their ability to withhold merchandise from 
them; but the great thirst displayed by the traders 

, for the possession of their peltries and furs, added to 
the belief that they were compelled to continue 
their traffic, was considered by the Indians a suffi
cient guarantee for the continuance of their inter. 
course, and therefore felt themselves at liberty to 
practise agressions on the traders with impunity: 
thus they governed the trader by what they con
ceived his necessities to possess their furs and pel
tries, rather than governing themselves by their 
'own anxiety t9 obtain merchandise, as they may 
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most effectually be by a wen regulated systeoL It 
is immaterial to the Indians how they obtain mer
chandise; in possession of a supply they feel inde
pendent. The Indians found by a few experiments 
of aggression on the traders, that as it respected 
themselves, it had a salutary effect; and although 
they had mistaken the legitimate cause of action on 
the part of the trader, the result being favourable 
to themselves, they continued their practice. The 
fact is, the trader was compelled to continue his 
trade under every disadvantage, in order to make 
good his engagements to the governors; for having 
secured their protection, they were safe, both in 
person and property, from their other creditors, 
who were, for t'he most part, the merchants of 
:Montreal. 

The first effect of these depredations of the In .. 
<lians, was the introduction of a ruinous custom 
among the traders of extending to them a credit. 
The traders, who visited the Indians on the Mis
'souri, arrived at their wintering stations from the 
latter end of September to the middle of October: 
here they carried on their traffic until the latter 
end of March or beginning of April. In the course 
of the season they had possessed themselves of every 
skin the Indians had procured; of course there was 
an end of trade. But previous to their return,. the 
Indians insist upon a credit being given, on the faith 
of payment when the trader returned next season. 
The trader understands his situation, and knowing 
this credit was nothing less than the price of his 
passport, or the privilege of departiQg in safety to 
his home, of cours~ nan owed down ~heamount of· 



APPENDIX. 553 

this credit, by concealing, as far as he could, to 
avoid the suspicions of the Indians, the remnant of 
his merchandise. But the amount to be offered 
must always be such as they had been accustomed 
to recei ve; and which, in every case, bore a con
siderable proportion to their whole trade; say the 
full amount of their summer or red-skin hunt. The 
Indians well knew that the traders were iR.their 
power, and the servile motives which induced· them 
to extend their liberality to them, and were there
fore the less solicitous to meet their engagements 
on the day of payment; to this indifference they 
were further _ urged by the traders distributing 
among them, on those occasions, many articles of 
the last necessity to them. The consequence was, 
that when the traders returned the ensuing fall, if 
they obtained only one half of their credits they 
were well satisfied, as this covered their real ex
penditure. 

Again, if it so happen in the course of the winter'g 
traffic, that the losses of the trader, growing out of 
the indolence of the Indians, and their exorbitant 
exactions under the appellation of credit, should so 
reduce his stock in trade that he could not pay the 
governor the price stipulated for his license, and 
procure a further supply of goods in order to prose
cute his trade, the license was immediately granted 
to some other individual, who, with an ample assort
ment of merchandise, visits the place of rendezvous 
of his predecessor, without the intervention of a 
single season. l:tdid not unfrequently happen, that 
the individuals engaged in this commerce, finding 

VOL. u. 4' A 



554 APPENDIX. 

one of their number failing from the rapacity of 
the Indian nation with which he had been permitted 
to trade, were not so anxious to possess themselves 
of the priv ilege of trading with that nation; the 
governor, of course, rather than lose all advantages, 
would abate of his demands considerably. The new 
trader, thus relieved of a considerable proportion of 
the tax borne by his predecessor, and being disposed 
to make a favourable impression on the minds of 
the Indians, to whom he was about to introduce 
himself, would, for the first season at least, dispose 
of his goods to those Indians on more moderate termll 
than his predecessor had done. The Indians now 
find that the aggressions they have practised on 
their former trader, so far from proving detrimental 
to them, had procured not only their exoneration 
from the payment of the last credit given them by 
their former trader, but that the present trader fur
nished them goods on better terms than they had 
been accustomed to receive tl~em. Thus encouraged 
by the effects of this rapaci6us policy, it was 110t 
to be expected that they w~uld alter their plan of 
operation as it respect«;,d their new trader, or that 
they should appreciate the character of the whites, 
ill general, in any other manner, than as expressed 
in a prevailing sentiment on this suhject, now com· 
mon among several nations on the :Missouri, to wit: 
" that the '[c/tile men are like dogs; the more .you beat 
them and plunder them tlte more goods they '{oill bring 
YOII. and the cheaper lht'y will seLL thelll." This senti
ment constitutes. at present, the rule of action 
among.the Kanzas, Sioux, and others; and if it be 
not broken down by the adoption of some efficient 
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measureS, it needs not the aid of any deep calcula
tion to determine the sum of advantages which will 
result to the American people from the trade of the 
Missouri. These aggressions on the part of the In
dians were encouraged by the pusillanimity of the 
engagees, who declared, that they were not en
gaged to fight. 

The evils which flowed from this system of exclu
sive trade were sensibly felt by the inhabitants of 
Louisiana. The governor, regardless of the safety 
of the community, sold to an individual the right 
of vending among the Indians every species of mer
chandise; thus bartering, in efiect, his only efficient 
check on the Indians. The trader, allured by the 
hope of gain, neither shackled with discretion, nor 
consulting the public good, proceeded to supply 
the Indians, on whom he was dependant, with arms, 
ammunition, and all other articles they might re
quire. The Indian, thus independent, acknowledg
ing no authority but his own, will proceed without 
compunction of conscience, or fear of punishment, 
to wage war on the defenceless inhabitants of the 
frontier, whose lives an(1 property, in many in
stances, were thus sacrificed at the shrine of an 
inordinate lhirstfor wealth in their governors, which, 
in reality, occasioned all those evils. Although the 
governors conIcl not have been ignorant that the 
misfortunes of the people were caused by the inde
pendence of the Indians, to which they were acces
sary, still they were the more unwilling to apply 
the corrective; because the very system, which 
gave them wealth in the outset, in the course of its 
progress afforded them many plausible pretexts to 
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put their hands into the treasury of the king their 
master. For example, the Indians attack the fron
tier, kill some of the inhabitants, plunder many 
others, and, agreeably to their custom of warfare, 
retire instantly to their villages with the booty. The 
governor, informed of this transaction, promptly 
calls on the inhabitants to aid and assist in repelling 
the invasion: accordingly a party assemble under 
their officers, some three or four days after the mis
chief had been done, and the Indians, one hundred, 
or one hundred and fifty miles from them; they 
pursue them, as they usually did, at no rapid pace" 
three or four days, and return without overtaking. 
the enemy, as they might have well known before 
they set out. On their return the men were dis
missed, but ordered to hold themselves in readiness 
at a moment's warning. When, at the end of some 
two or three months, the governor chose to consider 
the danger blown over, he causes receipts to be 
made out for the full pay of two or three ·months 
service, to which the signatures of the illdividuaIs 
are affixed; but as those persons were only absent 
from their homes ten or twelve days, all that was 
really paid them did not amount to more than one-
fourth or one-fifth of what they receipted for, and 
the balance, of course, was taken by the governor, 
as the reward for his faithful guardianship of the 
lives and property of his majesty's subjects. 

The Spaniards, holding the entrance of the Mig.. 
seuri, could regulate, all they thought proper, the 
intercourse with the Indians through that channel; 
but from what has been said, it will be readily per
ceived that their traders, shackled with the peca .. 
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niary impositions of their governors, could never 
become the successful rivals of thc British mer
chants on the west side of the Mississippi, which, 
from its proximity to the United States, the latter 
could enter without the necessity of a Spanish pass
port, or the fear of being detected by them. The 
consequence was, that the trade of the rivers De
moiu, St. Peter's, and all the country west of tIle 
Mississippi, nearly to the Missouri, was exclusively 
enjoyed by the British merchants. The Spanish 
governors, stimulated by their own sordid views, 
declared that the honour of his majesty was grossly 
compromised by the liberty that those adventurers 
took in trading with the natives within his territory, 
without their permission, and therefore took the 
liberty of expending his majesty's money byequip
ping and manning several galleys, to cruise in the 
channels of the Mississippi, in order to intercept 
those traders of the St. Peter's and Demoin rivers, 
in their passage to and from the entrance of the 
Oisconsing river; but after several unsuccessful 
c'ruises:. and finding the Indians so hostile to them 
in this quarter, that they dare not land nor remain 
long in the channel without being attacked, they 
retired and gave over the project. The Indians 
were friendly to the British merchants, and un
friendly to the-Spanish, for the plain reason, that 
the former sold them goods at a lower rate. The 
Ayaways, Sacks, Foxes and Yank tons of the river 
Demoin, who occasionally visited the Missouri, had 
it in their power to compare the rates at which the 
Spanish merchant in that quarter, and the Britim 
Jb.erchant on the Mississippi sold thEir goods; thit 
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was always much in favour of the latter. It there
fore availed the Spaniards but little, when they in
culcated the doctrine of their being their only legi
timate fathers and friends, and that the British 
merchants were mere intruders, and had no other 
object in view but their own aggrandizement: the 
Indians, aeaf to this doctrine, estimated the friend
ship of both by the rates at which they respectively 
sold their merchandise; and, of course, remained 
the firm friends of the British. In this situation it 
is not difficult for those to conceive, who have felt 
the force of their machinations, tpat the British 
merchants would, in order to extend their own 
trade, endeavour to break down that of their neigh
bours on the Missouri. The attachments of the In
dians to them, afforded a formidable weapon with 
'Which to effect their purposes; nor did they suff'er 
it to remain unemployed. 

The merchants of the Dog prairie, rivers Demoin 
and Ayaway, stimulated the nations just mentioned 
to the commission of acts of rapacity on the mer
chants of the Missouri, nor was Mr. Cameron and 
others, merchants of the river St. Peter's, less active 
with respect to the Cissitons, Yanktons of the plains, 
Tetons, &c. who resort the Missouri occasionally 
still higher up. War parties of those nations were 
consequently found lying in wait on the M~ssouri. 
10 intercept the boats of the merchants of that river 
at the seasons they were expected to pass, and de
predations were frequently committed, particularly 
by the Ayaways, who have been known, in several 
instances, to capture boats on the Missouri in their 
descent to St. Louis. and compel the crews to load 
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themselves with heavy burdens of their best furs 
across the country to their towns, where they dis
posed of them to the British merchants. In those 
cases they al wa ys destroyed the periogues, amI 
liuch of the peltries and furs as they could not carry 
off. It may be urged, that the British merchants, 
knowing that the United States at present, through 
mere courtesy, permit them to extend their trade 
to the west side of the Mississippi; or rather that 
:they are mere tenants at will, and that the Unitell 
,States possess the means of ejecting them at plea
'sure; that they will, under these circumstances, be 
induced to act differently towards us than they did 
in relation to the Spanish government; but what 
assura~ce have we that this will be the effect of the 
mere change of governments without change of 
measures in relation to them? Suffer me to ask, 
what solid grounds there are to hope, that their 
gratitude for our tolerance and liberality on this 
subject, will induce them to hold a different policy 
towards us? None, in my opinion, unless we stimu
late their gratitude, by placing before their eyes 
the instruments of our power, in the form of one or 
two garrisons on the upper part of the Mississippi. 
Even admit that the people were actuated by the 
most friendly regard 'towards the interests of the 
United States, and at this moment made a common 
cause with us, to induce the Indians to demean 
themselves in an orderly manner towards our go
vernment, and to treat our traders of the Missouri 
with respect and friendship, yet, without some effi
cient check on the Indians, I could not think our 
citizens nor our traders secure; because the 111dialls, 
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WIlO have, for ten years and upwards, tlerived ad
'Vantages from practice on lessons of rapacity, taught 
them by those traders, cannot at a moment be 
brought back to a state of primitive innocence, by 
the united persuasions of all the BrItish traders. I 
hold it an axiom, incontrovertible, thal it is more 
easy to introduce vice into aft states of society than it 
is to eradicate it; and that this is still more strictly 
true, when applied to man in savage than in his 
civilized state. If, therefore, we wish, within some 
short period, to divest ourselves of the evils which 
flowed from the inculcation of those doctrines of 
vice, we must employ some more active agent than 
the influence of the same teachers who first intro
tluced them. Such an agent, in my opinion, is the 
power of withholding their merchandise from them 
at pleasure; and, to accomplish this,. we must first 
provide the means of controlling the merchants. If 
we permit the British merchants to supply the In
dians in Louisiana as formerly, the influence of our 
government over those Indians is lost: for the In
dian, in possession of his merchandise, feels himself 
independent of every government, and will proceed 
to commit the same depredations which they did 
when rendered independent by the Spanish system. 

The traders give themselves but little trouble at 
any time to inculcate among the Indians a respect 
for governments, but are usually content with pro
claiming their own importance. \Vhen the British 
merchants give themselves the trouble to speak or 
governments, it is but fair to pr.esume that they will 
teach the natives to respect the power of their own: 
and .. at all events" we kllOW from experience" tha. 
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no regard for the blood of our frontier inhabita.nts 
will influence them at any time to withhold arms 
and ammunition from the Indians, provided they 
are to profit by furnishing them. 

Having now stated, as they have occurred to 
my mind, the several evils which flowed from that 
system of intercourse with the Indians, pursued by 
the Spanish government, I shall next endeavour to 
point out the defects of our own, and show its in
competency to produce the wished~for reform; then, 
with some remarks on the Indian character, con
clude by submitting, for the consideration of our 
government, the outlines of a plan which has been 
dictated as well by a sentiment of philanthropy 
towards the aborigines of America, as a just regard 
to the protection of the lives and property of our 
citizens; and with the further view also of securing 
to the people of the United States, exclusively, the 
advantages which ought, of right, to accrue to them 
from the possession of Louisiana. 

We now permit the British merchants of Canada, 
indiscriminately with our own, to enter the Mis
souri, and trade with the nations in that qual ter . 

. Although the government of the United States has 
not yielded the point, that, as a matter of right, the 
British merchants have the privilege of trading in 
this quarter; yet, from what has been said to them, 
they are now acting under a belief, that it will be 
SOme time before any prohibitory measures will be 
taken with respect to them, and a!e therefore making 
rapid strides to secure themselves in the affection of 
the Indians, and to break down, as soon as possible, 

VOL. II. 4 B 



.562 APPENDIX. 

the American adventurers, by underselling them, 
and thus monopolize that trade: this they will effect 
to an absolute certainty in the course of a few years. 
The old Northwest company of Canada have, within 
the last two years, formed a union with the New 
York company, who had previously been the only 
important rivals in the fur trade; this company, 
with the great accession of capital bronght them 
by the New York company, have, with a view to 
the particular monopoly of the :Missouri, formed a 
connexion with a British house in New York, ano
ther at New Orleans, and have sent their particular 
agent, by the name of Jacob Mires, to take his 
station at St. Louis. It may be readily conceived, 
that the union of the Northwest and New York 
companies, who had previously extended their trade 
in opposition to each other, and to the exclusion of 
all unassociated merchants on the upper portion of 
the Mississippi, the waters of lake Winipec and the 
Athebaskey country, would, after their late union, 
11ave a surplus of capital, and a surplus of men, 
which they could readily employ in some other 
quarter: such was the Missouri, which, from the 
lenity of our government, they saw was opened to 
them; and I do believe, could the fact be ascer
tained, that the hope of future gain from the fur 
trade of that river, was one of the principal causes 
of the union between those two great rivals in the 
fur trade of North America. That this trade will 
be nurtured and protected by the British govern
ment, I have no doubt, for many reasons, which it,. 
strikes me could be offered, but which, not falling· 
immediate1y within the purview of these observa-
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tions on the fur trade of Louisiana, I shall forbear 
to mention. 

As the Missouri forms only one of four large 
branches of the commerce of this united, or as it is 
still called, the Northwest company, they will have 
it in their power not only to break down all single 
adventurers on the Missouri, but in the course of a. 
few years to effect the same thing with a company 
of merchants of the United States, who might enter 
into a competition with them in this single branch 
of their trade. Nor is it probable that our mer
chants, knowing this fact, will form a company for 
the purpose of carrying on this trade, while they 
see the Northwest company permitted by our go
vernment to trade on the Missouri and on the west 
side of the Mississippi: therefore the Northwest 
company, on the present plan, having driven the 
adventurers of small capitals from these portions of 
our territories, will most probably never afterwards 
have a rival in any company of our own merchants. 
By their continuance they will acquire strength, 
and having secured the wished-for monopoly, they 
will then trade with the Indians on their own terms: 
and, being possessed of the trade both on the Mis
sissippi and Missouri, they can make the price of 
their goods in both quarters simllar; and though 
they may be excessively high, yet being the same, 
they will run no risk of disaffecting the Indians by 
a comparison of the prices at which they receive 
th~ir goods at those places. If then it appears, that 
the longer we extend the privilege to the North
west cQmpany, of continuing their trade within our 
territory, the difficulty of excluding them will 
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increase, can we begin the work of exclusion too' 
soon? For my own part, I see not the necessity to 
admit, that our own merchants are not at this mo
ment competent to supply the Indians of the Mis
souri with such quantities of goods as will, at least 
in the acceptation of the Indians themselves, be 
deemed satisfactory and sufficient for their necessi
ties. All their ideas relative to their necessities are 
only comparative, and may be tested by a scale of 
the quantities they have been in the habit of receiv
ing. Such a scale I transmitted to the government 
from fort l\1andan. From a regard to the happiness 
of the Indians, it would give me much pleasure to 
see this scale liberally increased; yet I am clearly 
of opinion, that this effect should be caused by the 
regular progression of the trade of our own mer
chants, under the patronage and protection of our 
own government. This will afford additional secu
rity to the tranquillity of our much extended fron
tier, while it will give wealth to our merchants. We 
know that the change of government in Louisiania, 
from Spain to that of the United States, has with
drawn no part of the capital formerly employed in 
the trade of the Missouri; the same persons still 
remain, and continue to prosecute their trade. To 
these there has been an accession of several enter
prising American merchants, and several others, since 
my return, have signified their intention to embark 
in that trade within the present year; and the whole 
of those merchants are now unembarrassed by the 
exactions of Spanish governors. Under those cir .. 
eumstances is it fair for us to presume, that the In
dians are l~ot now supplied by opr own merchants 
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with quite as large an amount in merchandise as 
they had been formerly accustomed to receive? 
Should the quantity thus supplied not fully meet 
our wishes, on liberal views towards the Indians, is 
it not sounder policy to wait the certain progress of 
our own trade, than in order to supply this momen
tary deficiency, to admit the aid of the Northwest 
company, at the expense of the total loss of that 
trade; thereby giving them a carte blanche on 
which to write in future their own terms of traffic 
with the Indians, and thus throwing them into their 
hands, permit them to be formed into a rod of iron, 
with which, for Great Britain, to scourge our fron
tier at pleasure. 

If the British merchants were prohibited from 
trading ill Upper Louisiana, the American mer
.chants, with the aid of the profits arising from the 
trade of the lower portion of the Missouri and the 
western branches of the Mississippi, would be en
abled, most probably, to become the successful rivals 
of the Northwest company in the most distant parts 
of the continent, to which we might look., in such 
case, with a well-founded hope of enjoying great 
advantages frore. the fur trade; but if this prohibi
tion does not shortly take place, I will venture to 
predict, that no such attempts will ever be made; 
and, consequently, that we shall, fOf several gene
rations be taxed with the defence of a country~ 
which to us would be no more than a barren waste. 

About the beginning of August last, two of the 
wintering partners of the Northwest company 
visited the Mandan and Minnetaree villages 011 

~he Missouri
l 

and fixed on a scite for a fortified 
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establishment. This project once carried into effect, 
we have no right to hope for the trade of the upper 
portion of the Missouri until our government shall 
think proper to dislodge them. 

This season there has been sent up the Missouri, 
for the Indian trade, more than treble the quantity 
of merchandise that has ever been previously em
barked in that trade at anyone period. Of this 
quantity, as far as I could judge from the best in
formation I could collect, two-third" was the pro
perty of British merchants, and, directly or indi
rectly, that of the Northwest company. Not any 
of this merchandise was destined for a higher point 
on the :Missouri than the mouth of the Vermillion 
ri ver, or the neighbourhood of the Yanktons of the 
river Demoin; of course, there will be a greater 
excess of goods beyond what the Indians can pur
chase, unless they sell at one-third their customary 
price, which the American merchant certainly can
llot do without sacrificing his capital. 

On my return this fall, I met on the Missouri an 
American merchant, by the name of Robert 
M'Clellan, formerly a distinguished partisan in 
the army under general Wayne: in a conversation 
with this gentleman, I learned, that during the 
last winter, in his trade with the Mahas, he had a 
competitor, by the name of Joseph La Croix (be
lieved to be employed by the Northwest company, 
but now an avowe.d British merchant )-that the 
prices at which La Croix sold his goods, compelled 
him to Teduce lhe rates of his own goods so much, 
as to cause him to sink upwards of two thousand 
dollars of his capital in the course of his trade that 
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season; but that, as he had embarked in this trade 
for two years past, and had formed a favourable 
acquaintance with the l\iahas amI others, he should 
still continue it a few seasons more, even at a loss 
of .his time and capital, in the hope that govern
ment, seeing their error, would correct it; and that 
he might then regain his losses, from the circum
stance of his general acquaintance with the Indians. 

I also met in my way to St. Louis another mer
chant, by the same name, a captain M'Clellan, for
merly of the United States corps of artillerists. Thi~ 
gentleman informed me, that he was connected 
with one of the principal houses in Baltimore, which 
I do not now recollect, but can readily ascertain 
the name and standing of the firm, if it is considered 
()f any importance; he said, he had brought with 
him a small but well assorted adventure, calculated 
for the Indian trade, by way of experiment; that 
the majority of his goods were of the fine high
priced kind, calculated for the trade with the Spa.., 
nish province of New Mexico, which he intendel\ 
to carryon within the territory of the United States, 
near the border of that province; that, connected 
with this object, the house with which he was con ... 
cerned was ready to embark largely in the fur trade 
of the Missouri, provided it should appear to him 
to offer advantages to them: that since he had 
arrived in Louisiana, which was last autumn, he 
had endeavoured to inform himself of the state of 
this trade, and that, from his inquiries, he had been 
so fully impressed with the disadvantages it laboured 
under from the free admission of the British mer
~hallts, he had written to his house ill Baltimore, 
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advising that they should not embark in this trade, 
unless these merchants were prohibited from enter
ing the river. 

I have mentioned these two as cases in point, and 
which have fallen immediately under my own ob
servation: the first shows the disadvantages under 
which the trade of our own merchants is now ac
tually labouring; and the second, that no other 
merchants will probably engage in this trade, while 
the British fur traders are permitted by our go
vernment their traffic in Upper Louisiana. With 
this view of the subject, it is submitted to the go
vernment, with whom it alone rests to decide, whe
ther the admission or nonadmission of those mer
chants is at this moment most expedient. 

The custom of giving credits to the Indians, 
which grew out of the Spanish system, still exists, 
and agreeably to our present plan of intercourse 
with these people, is likely to produce more perni
cious consequences than it did formerly. The In
dians of the Missouri, who haye been in the habit 
of considering these credits rather as a present, or 
the price of their permission for the trader to depart 
in peace, still continue to view it in the same light, 
and will therefore give up their expectations on 
that point with some reluctance; nor can the mer
chants well refuse to acquiesce, while they are 
compelled to be absent from the nations with which 
they trade five or six months in the year. The In
dians are yet too vicious to permit them in safety 
to leave goods at their trading houses, during their 
absence, in the care of one or two persons; the mer
chants, therefore, wo~ld rather suffer the loss by 
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giving the credit. than incur the expense of a com ... 
petent guard, or doubling the quantity of his en
gagees; for it requires as many men to take the 
peltries and furs to market, as it does to bring the 
goods to the trading establishment, and the number 
usually etnployed are not found, at any time, more 
than sufficient to give a tolerable security against 
the Indians. 

I presume that it will not be denied, that it is our 
beet policy, and will be our best practice to admit, 
under the restrictions of our laws on this subject, a 
fair competition among all our merchants in the 
Indian trade. This being the case then, it will 
happen, as it has already happened, that one mer
chant having trade with any nation, at the usual 
season gives them a credit and departs; a second, 
knowing that such advance had been made, hur
ries his outfit, and arrives at that nation, perhaps a 
month earlier in the fall than the merchant who 
had made this advance to the Indians: he imme
diately assembles the nation and offers his goods ill 
exchange for their red-skin hunt; the good faith of 
the Indians. with respect to the absent merchant, 
will not bind them to refuse; an exchange, of 
course, takes place; and, when the merchant to 
whom they are indebted arrives, they have no peltry 
either to barter or to pay him for the goods which 
they have already received; the consequences are, 
that the merchant who has sustaine<l the loss be-

-comes frantic; he abuses the Indians, bestows on 
them the epithets of liars and dogs, and says a 
thousand things only calculated to sour their mil1di, 
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and disaffect them to the whites: the rival trader 
he accuses of haying r.)bbed him of his credits, (for 
they never give this species of artifice among them
selves a milder ter.m,) and calle IUm manyoppro
brious names; a combat frequent!,. ensues, in which 
the principals are not the only actor!, for their men 
will, of course, sympathise with their respective 
employers. The Indians are the spectators of those 
riotous trallsactions~ which are well calculated to 
give them a. contempt for the character of the 
whites, and to inspire them with a belief of the im
portance of their peltries and furs. The British 
traders have even gone further in the northwest~ 
and even offered bribes to induce the Indians to 
destroy each other; nor have I any reason to doubt 
but what the same thing will happen on the Mis
souri, unless some disinterested person, armed with 
authority by government, be placed in such a situ
ation as will enable him to prevent such controver
sies. I look to this custom of extending credits to 
the Indians, as one of the great causes of all those 
individual contentions, which will mOl* probably 
arise in the course of this trade, as well bt"tweell the 
Indians and whites, as between the whites them
selves; and that our agents and officers will be al~ 
ways harassed with settling these disputes, which 
they never can do in such a manner as to restore a. 
perfect good understanding between tl]~ parties. I 
think it would be best in the outset, for the govern
ment to let it be understood by the merchants, that 
if they think proper to extend credits to the Indians, 
it shall be at their own risk, dependent on the good 
faith of the Indians for voluntary payment; that 
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the failure of the Indians to comply with their con
tracts, shall not be considered any justification for 
their maltreatment, or holding abusive language to 
them; and that no assistance shall be given them 
in any shape, by the public functionaries, to aid 
them in collecting their credits. If the government 
interfere in behalf of the traders, by any regulation, 
then it will be the interest of every trader indivi
dually to get the Indians indebted to him, and to 
keep them so, in order to secure in future their 
Jleltries and furs exclusively to himself. Thus the 
Indians would be compelled to exchange, without 
choice of either goods or their prices, and the go
vernment would have pledged itself to make the 
lndians pay for goods of which they cannot regu
late the prices. I presume the government will not 
undertake to regulate the merchant in this respect 
by law. 

The difficulties which have arisen, and which 
must arise under existing circumstances, may be 
readily corrected by establishing a few posts, where 
there shall be a sumcient guard to prutect the pro
perty Qf the merchants in their absence, though it 
may be left with on)ya single clerk: to those com
mon marts all traders and Indians should be com
pelled to resort, for the purposes of traffic. 

The plan proposed guards against all difficulties, 
and provides for a fair exchange, withollt the ne
cessity of credit: when the Indian appears with his 
.p~ltry and fur, the competition between the mer~ 
chants will always insu~e f1im his goods on the 
19west possible terms; an4 ~4e exchange taking 
place at (mce, there c~n be po ca~se of controversy 
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between the Indian and the merchant, and no fear 
of loss on the part of the latter, unless he is disposed 
to make a voluntary sacrifice. through a spirit of 
competition with others, by selling his goods at an 
under value. 

Some of the stipulations contained in the licenses 
usually granted our Indian traders. are totally in
compatible with the local situations, existing cus
toms and habits of almost all the Indian nations in 
Upper Louisiana; I allude more particularly to 
that clause in the license. which compels them to 
trade at Indian towns only. It will be seen, by re
ference to my statistical view of the Indian nations 
of Upper Louisiana, that the great body of those 
people are roving bands, who have no villages or 
stationary residence. The next principal division 
of them, embracing the Panzas. Ottoes. Kanzas. 
&c. have not their villages on the Missouri, and 
they even pass the greater portion of the year at a 
distance from their "illages in the same roving 
manner. The third, and only portion of those In
dians who can. with propriety, be considered as 
possessed of such stationary villages as seems to 
have been contemplated by this clause of the license, 
is confined to the Ayaways. Sioux. and Foxes of 
the Mississppi, and the Ricaras. Mandans. Minne
tarees, and Ahwahaways of the Missouri. The 
consequence is. that until some further provision 
be made, that all the traders, who have intercourse 
with any nations except those of the last class, will 
form their establishments at the several points on 
the Missouri, where it will be most convenient to 
¥peet th~ several nations with whom they wis~ to 
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carryon commerce. This is their practice at the 
present moment, and their houses are scattered on 
various parts of the MIssouri. In this detached situ
ation, it cannot be expected that they will comply 
-with any of the stipulations of their licenses. The 
superintendant of St. Louis, distant eight hundred 
or a thousand miles, cannot learn whether they have 
forfeited the penalty of their licenses or not: they 
may, therefore, vend ardent spirits, compromise the 
government, or the character of the whites, in the 
estimation of the Indians, or practise any other 
crimes in relation to those people, without the fear 
of detection or punishment. The government can
not with propriety say to those traders, that they 
shall trade at villages, when in reality they do not 
exist; nor can they for a moment, I presume, think 
of incurring the expense of sending an Indian agent 
with each trader, to see that he commit no breach 
of the stipulations of his license. These traders must 
of course be brought together, at some general 
points, where it will be convenient for several na
tion.s to trade with them, and where they can be 
placed under the eye of an Indian agent, whose 
duty it should be to see that they comply with the 
regulations laid down for their government. There 
are crimes, which may be committed without a 
breach of our present laws, and which make it ne
cessary, that some further restrictions than those 
contained in the present licenses of our traders, 
should either be added under penalties in those li-' 
censes, or punished by way of a discretionary power 
lodged in the superintendant, extending to the ex
~lusion of such individuals from the Indian trade. 
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Of this description I shall here enumerate three: 
First, That of holding conversations with the 

Indians, teuding to bring our government into dis
repute among them, and to alienate their affections 
from the same. 

Second. That of practising any means to induce 
the Indians to maltreat or plunder other merchants. 

Third, That 1)f stitnulating, or exciting by bribes 
or othe-rwise, any nations or bands of Indians, to 
wage war against other nations or bands; or against 
the citizens of the United Stat€s. or against citizen. 
or suhJects of any power at peace with the same. 

These appear to me to be crimes, fraught with 
more real evil to the community, and to the Indians 
themselves, than vending ardent spirits, or visiting 
their hunting camps for the purposes of trade; yet 
there are no powers vested in the superintendants, 
or agents of the United States, to prevent their 
repeated commission; nor restrictions or fines im
posed by our laws to punish such offences. 

It is well known to me that we have several per
sons engaged in the trade of the :Missouri, who 
llave, within the last three years. been adopted 
as citizens of the United States, and who are now 
)lostile to our government. It is not reasonable to 
expect, that such persons will act with good fajth 
towards us. Hence the necessity of assigning metes 
and bounds to their transactions among the In
dians. On my way to St. J .. ouis last fall. I received 
1>atisfaetory evidence that a ~fr. Robideau" an inha
bitant of St. Louis, had, the pre!,!eding winter, 
-during his intercourse with the Ottoes and Mis
.JOmis, beenguilty.ofthe most flagran~ breaches of 
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the first or those misdemeanors above mentioned. 
On my arrival a.t St. Louis, I reported the case to 
Mr, Broom, the acting superintendant, and recom .. 
mended his prohibiting that person from the trade 
of the Missouri, unless he would give satisfactory 
assurances of a disposition to hold a different lan
guage to the Indians. Mr. Broom informed me, 
that the laws and regnlations of the United States 
on this subject gave him no such powers; and :Mr. 
Robideau and sons still prosecute their trade. 

The uncontrolled liberty which our citizens take. 
of hunting on Indian lands, has always been a source 
of serious difficulty, on every part of our frontier: 
and is evidently destined to become quite as much 
S()'ill Upper Louisiana, unless it be restrained and 
limited within consistent bounds. When the Indians 
have been taught, by commerce, duly to appreciate 
the furs and peltries of their country, they feel ex
cessive chagrin at seeing the whites, by their supe
rior skill in hunting, fast diminishing those produc
tions, to which they have been accustomed to look 
as the only means of acquiring merchandise; and 
nine-tenths of the causes of war are attributable to 
this practice. The Indians, although well disposed 
to maintain a peace on any other terms, I am COll

vinced will never yield this point; nor do I consider 
it as of any importance to us that they should; for 
with what consistency of precept and practice can 
we Bay to the Indians, whom we wish to civilize, 
that agriculture and the arts are more productive 
of ease, wealth and comfort than the occupation of 
hunting, while they see distributed over their forests 
a number of white men, engaged in the very occu-
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pation which our doctrine would teach thein t<1 
abandon. Under such circumstances, it cannot be 
considered irrational in the Indians to conclude, 
that our recommendati01ls to agriculture are inte
restea, and flow from a wish on our part to derive 
the whole emolument arising from the peltries and 
furs of their country, by taking them to ourselves. 

These observations, however, are intended to 
apply only to such Ind'ian nations as have had, and 
still maintain, a commercial intercourse with the 
whites: such, we may say, are those inhabiting tlle 
western branches of the Mississippi, the eastern 
branches of the Missouri, and near the main body 
of the latter, as far up as the Mandans and Minne
tarees. Here it is, therefore, that it appears to me 
expedient we should draw a line; and temporarily 
change our policy. I presume it is not less the wish 
of our government, that the Indians on the extreme 
branches of the "MIssouri to the west, and within 
the Rocky mountains, should obtain supplies of 
merchandise equally with those more immediately 
in their vicinity. To effect this, the government 
must either become the merchant -themselves, or 
present no obstacles to their citizens, which may 
prevent their becoming so with those distant na
tions; but as the former cannot be adopted, though 
I really think it would be best for a time, then it 
becomes the more necessary to encourage the latter. 
Policy further dictates such encouragement being 
given, in order to contravene the machinations pre
pariug by the Northwest company for practice in 
that quarter. 

If t1a.e hunters are not permitted in those distant 
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r.egions, the merchants will not be at the expense 
oftransporiing their merchandise thither, when 
they know that the nati\ es do not possess the art of 
taking the furs of their country. The use of the 
trap, by which those furs are taken, is an art whicq 
must be learned before it can be practised to ad
vantage. If the American merchant does not ad ... 

I 

"enture,the field is at once abandoned to the 
Northwest company, who will permit the hunter to 
go, and the merchant will most probably be with 
him· in the. outset; the abundance of rich furs in 
that country, hold out sufficient inducement for 
them to lose no time in pressing forward their ad
ventures. Thus those distant Indians will soon be 
supplied with merchandise; . and, while they are 
taught the art of taking the furs of their country. 
they will learn the value, and until they have 
learned its value, we shall run no risk of displeasing 
them by taking it. When the period shall arrive, 
that the distant na.tions shall have learned the art 
of taking their furs, and know how to apprecia~e its 
niue, then the hunter becomes no longer absolutely 
necessary to the merchant, and may be. withdra wn; 
lIut· in the outset he seems to form a very necessary 
link in that chain, which is to unite these nations 
and 'OurSelves in a state of commercial intercourse. 

The liberty to our merchants of hunting', for the· 
purpose of procuring food, in ascending and de
scending the navigable water-courses, as well as 
While stationary at their commercial posts, is a pri
Vilege which should not be de~l~ed them; but as the 
u~limited extent of such a privilege 'Would produce 

TOL. II. 4 D 
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much evil. it should certainly be looked on as a 
subject of primary importance: it should, therefore, 
enter into all those compacts which we may think 
proper to form with the Indians in that country, 
and be so shaped as to leave them no solid grounds 
of discontent. , 

The time to wltich licenses shall extend. 
A view <Yf the Indian character, so far as it is 

necessary it should be known, for the purposes of 
governing them, or maintaining a friendly com., 
mercial intercourse with them, may be comprised 
within the limits of a few general remarks, 

The love of gain is the Indian's ruling passion, 
and the fear of punishment must form the correc
tive; to this passion we are to ascribe their inordi ... 
nate thirst for the possession of merchandize, their 
unwillingness to accede to any terms. or enter into 
any stipulations. except s'ijch as appear to promise 
them commercial advantages, and the want of good 
f~ith which they always evince, by not complying 
with any regulations which in practice do not pro
duce to them those expected or promised advan
tages. The native justice of the Indian mind will 
always give way to his impatience for the possessioll 
of the goods of the defenceless merchant, and h~ 
will plunder him, unless prevented by the fear oj 

punishment; nor can punishment assume a morl 
terrific shape to thelll• than that of withholding eve1~ 
descriptiof!, qf merchandise from them~ This speciel 
9£ pun~shment, while it is one of the most efficien 
jn governing the Indi:pls, is certainly' the ~OS· 
p:omane, as it enforces a ~ompliance with our will 
w~thout the necessity ~f bloodshed. B\1t iq o\,de 
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to compass the exercise of this weapon. our govern
ment must first provide the means of controlling. 
their traders. No government will be respected by 
the Indians; until they 3:re made to feel the effects 
of its power; or see it practised on others: and the 
surest guarantee of savage fidelity to any govern-. 
ment, is a thorough conviction in their minds. that 
they do possess the power of pU~lishing promptly, 
every act of aggression which they may commit on 
the persons or property of their citizens. If both 
traders' and Indians, throughout Upper Louisiana, 
were compelled to resort to regulated commercial 
posts, then the trader would be less liable to be 
pillaged, and the Indians deterred from practising 
aggression; for when the Indians once become 
convinced, that, in consequence of their having 
practised violence upon the persons or property of 
the traders, they have been cut off from all inter
course with those posts, and that they cannot re
sort to any other places to obtain merchandise, then 
they will make any sacrifice to regain the privilege 
they had previously enjoyed; and I am confident, 

'that in order to regain our favour ill such cases, 
they would sacrifice any individual who may be 
the object of our displeasure, even should he be 
their favourite chief; for their thirst of merchandise 
is paramount to every other consideration; and the 
leading individuals among them, well knowing this 
trait ill the character of their own people, will not 
venture to encourage or excite aggressions on the 
whites, when they know they are themselves to be
come the victims of its consequences. 

But if I 011 the other hand l these commercial e.ta-
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blishments are not general, and we suffer detached 
and insulated merchants, either British or Ame
rican, to exercise their own· discretion, in setting 
down, where they may think proper, on the western 
branches of the Mississippi, for 'the purposes of 
trading with the Indians, then, although these com
mercial establishments may be so "tended as to 
etnbrace the Missouri quite to the Mandans, still 
they will lose a great part of their effects; because 
the roving bands of Tetons, and the most dissolute 
of the Sioux being denied the permission t<1 trade 
on the :Missouri at any rate, would resort to those 
establishments on the Mississippi, and thus become 
independent of the trade of the Missouri, as they 
}lave hitherto been. To correct this, we have three 
alternatives: first, to establish two commercial postl 
in this quarter: secondly, to prohibit all intercourse 
with the Sisitons and other bands of Sioux on th~ 
ri~er St. Peter's and the Raven's-wing river, in
forming those Indians, that such prohibition hal 
been the consequence of the malconduct of th. 
Tetons: and thus leave it to them to correct them 
or, thirdly, to make an appeal to arms in order tl 
correct the Tetolls ourselves. 

Impressed with a belief, unalloyed with doubt! 
that the ardent wish of our governmen~ has eve 
been to conciliate the esteem, and secure the friend 
ship of all the savage nations within their territor, 
by the exercise of every consistent and pacific mea 
sure in their'power, applying those of coercion onl 
in the last resort, I here proceed, with a due def€ 
rence to their better judgment, to develope 
seheme which has suggested itself to my mind, 1 
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the most expedient that I can devise, for the suc
cessful consummation of their philanthropic views 
towards those wretched people of America, as well 
as to secure to the citizens of the United States all 
those advantages, which ought, of right, exclu
sively to accrue to them from the possession of 
Upper Louisiana. 

The situation of the Indian trade on the Missouri 
and its waters, while under the Spanish govern
ment. 

The exclusive permission to trade with nations. 
The giving, by those exclusions, the right to in

dividuals to furnish supplies, which rendered the 
Indians independent of the government. 

The times of sending goods to the Indians, and 
of returning to St. Louis-the necessity of giving 
credits; therefore the disadvantages of. 

The evils which grew out of the methods pur
sued by the Spaniards, as well to themselves as to 
the Indians. 

The independence of individuals of their own 
government. 

The dependence of the Indians on those indivi
duals, and their consequent contempt for the go,.. 
vernment, and for all other citizens, whom they 
plundered and murdered at pleasure. 

The present rapacity of the Indians, owing to 
this cause, aided also by the system of giving cre
dits to the Indians, which caused contentions among 
the traders, which terminated by giving the Indians 
a eontempt for the character of the whites. 

The -permission to persons to hunt on Indian lands, 
productive of many evils, the most frequent causes 
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of war, hostile to the views of civilizing, and of 
governing the Indians. 

The first principle of governing the Indians is, to 
govern the whites""----the impossibility of doing this 
without establishments, and some guards at those 
posts. 

The Sisitons may be made a check on the Tetons 
by withholding their trade on the Mississippi. 

Having stated the several evils, which flowed
from the Spanish system, I now state the Indian 
character, the evils which still exist, and what they 
will probably terminate in, if 110t redressed-the 
plan recommended to be pursued and the benefits 
which may be expected to result therefrom, con-. 
elude thus, it may be pretty confidently believed 
that it is not competent to produce the'wished-for 
reform among the Indians. 

Hunters permitted in the Indian country perni
cious-frequent cause of war between us. 

Some of the stipulations of the licenses granted 
the traders, in application to the state of the Indians 
on the :Missouri, of conrse not attended to. The 
incompetency of the Indian agents to see that any 
tlf the stipulations are complied with. Whiskey or 
ardent spirits may, therefore, be introduced, and 
other corruptions practised without our knowledge. 
'There is not at present allowed by law to the su
perintendant of Indian affairs, any discretionary 
powers, by which he can prohibit our newly ac
quired citizens of Louisiana, who may be disaffected 
to our government, from trading with the Indians: 
the law says," that any citizen of the United States .. 
wh~ call give sufficient security in the sum of fin 
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hundred dollars, for the faithful compliance with 
the stipulation of his license, shall be permitted 
to trade." An instance has happened in Mr. Ro
bideau, &c. 

The preceding observations of captain Lewis, 
although left in an unfinished state, are too impor
tant to be omitted. The premature death of the 
author has prevented his filling up the able outline 
that he has drawn. 





ESTIMATE 

or 

THE WESTERN INDIANS. 

YOlo. II" 





NAMES OF INDIAN NATIONS, 

A)(D 

"tHEIR PLACES OF GENERAL RESIDENCE. 

-
1. SHOSHONEE nation resides in spring and 

summer on the west fork of Lewis's river, a branch 
of the Columbia, and in winter and faU on the 
Missouri; sixty lodges, eight hundred souls. 

2. Ootlashoot tribe of the Tushepah nation re
side in spring and slImmer in the Rocky mountains 
on Clarke's river, and winter and faU on the Mis
souri and its waters; thirty-three lodges, four hun
dred souls. 

3. Chopunnish nation, residing on the Kooskooskee 
fiver, below the forks, and on Colter's creek, and 
who somE'times pass over to the Missouri; thirty
three lodges, two thousand souls. 

4. Pelloatpallah band of Chopunnish reside on 
the Kooskooskee, above the forks, and on the small 
streams which fall into that river west of the Rocky 
Iilountains and Chopunnish river, al~d sometimes 
pass over to the ~.lissouri; thirty-three lodges, six
teen hundred souls. 

5. Kimooenini band of Chopunnish nation reside 
on Lewis's river, above the entr;lnce of the Koos
kooskee, as high up that river as the forks; thirty
three lodges, eight hundred souls. 
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6. Yeletpo band of Chopunnish reside under the 
southwest mountains, on a small river which falls 
into Lewis's river, above the entrance of the Koos· 
kooskee, which they call Weaucum; thirty-three 
lodges, two hundred and fifty souls. 

7. Willewah band of Chopunnish reside on a 
river of the same name, which discharges itself into 
Lewis's river on the southwest side, below the forks 
of that river; thirty-three lodges, five hundred 
souls. 

8. Soyennom band of Chopunnish reside on the 
llorth side of the east fork of Lewis's river, from its 
junction to the Rocky mountains, and on Lamaltar 
creek; thirty-three lodges, four hundred souls. 

9. Chopunnish of Lewis's ri vel', below the entrance 
of the Kooskooskee, on either side of that river to 
its junction with the Columbia; forty lodges, two 
thousand three hundred souls. -

10. Sokulk nation reside on the Columbia, above 
the entrance of Lewis's river, as high up as the en
trance of Clarke's river; one hunched and twenty 
lodges, two thousand four hundred souls. 

11. Chimnahpum reside on the northwest side of 
the Columbia, both above and below the entrance 
of Lewis's river, and on the Tapteel river, which 
falls into the Columbia fifteen miles above Lewis's 
river; forty-two lodges, one thousand eight hundred 
aud sixty souls. 

12. 'Vollawollah nation, on both sides of the Co
lumbia from the entrance of Lewis's river as Jow as 
the Muscleshell rapid, and in winter pass over to 
the Tapteel river; forty-six lodges, one thousand 
si~ hundred s()Uls. 
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13. Pishquitpahs nation resides on the l\'1uscleshell 
rapid, and 011 the north side of the Columbia, to 
the commencement of the high country; this nation 
winter on the waters of the Tapteel river; seventy
one lodges, two thousand six hundred souls. 

14, ""Vahowpum nation resides on the north branch 
of the Columbia, in different bands from the Pish
quitpahs, as low as the river Lapage; the different 
bands of this nation winter 011 the waters of T a p
teel and Cataract rivers; thirty-three lodges, seven 
hundred souls. 

15. Eneshure nation resides at the upper part of 
the great narrows of the Columbia on either side
are stationary; forty-one lodges, twelve humirecl 
souls. 

16. Eskeloot nation resides at the upper part of 
the great narrows of the Columbia; on the north 
side is the great mart for all the country: twenty
one lodges, one thousand souls. 

17. Chilluckittequaw nation residing next below 
the narrows, and extending down on the north side 
of the Columbia to the river Labiche; thirty-two 
lodges, fourteen hundred souls. 

18. Smockshop band of Chillucll:ittequaws resides 
on the Columbia, on each side of the entrance of 
the river Labiche, to the neighbourhood of the 
great rapids of that river; twenty-four lodges, 
eight hundred souls. 

19. Shahala nation resides at the grand rapids of 
the Columbia, ami extends down, in different vil
lages, as low as the Multnomah river, consisting of 
the followiuo- tribes: viz. Yehuh, ahove the rapidft 

b 

Clahclellah, below the rapid, the 'Wahclellah, be-
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low all the rapids, and the N eerchokioOll (one house 
one hundred lodges) on the south side, a few miles 
above the Multnomah river; sixty-two houses, two 
thousand eight hundred souls. 

TVappatoo Indians. 

20. Nechacokee tribe resides on the south side 
of the Columbia. a few miles below QuicksaQ.d river, 
and opposite the Diamond island; one lodge, one 
hundred souls. 

8hoto tribe resIde on the Q.orth side of the Colum
hia, back of a pond, and nearly opposite the en
trance of the l\IuItnomah river; eight louges, four· 
hundred and sixty souls. 

Multllomah tribe resides on Wappatoo island, in 
the mouth of the ~Iultnomah, the remains of a 
large nation; six lodges, eight hundred souls. 

Clunnahqueh tribe of]Hultnomah resides on Wap
patoo island, below the l\lultnomahs; four lodges, 
one hundred and thirty souls. 

N emalquinner tribe of M uItnomahs reside on the 
northeast side of the 1\1ultnomah river, three miles 
above its mouth; four lodges, two hundred souls. 

Cathlacommatups, a tribe of J\1ultllomahs, reside 
011 the south side of the Wappatoo island on a slur 
of the l\Iultnomah; three lodges, one hundred and 
seventy souls. 

Cathlanaquiahs, a tribe of IHultnomahs, reside o~ 
the southwest side of Wappatoo island; six lodges, 
four hundred souls. 

Clac1!.star nation resides on a small jiver which 
disc harges itself on the southwest side d' ~.v ftT'"r '''0 
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island; twenty-eight lodges, one thousand two hun
dred souls. 

Claninnatas resides on the southwest side of Wap
patoo island; five lodges, two hundred souls. 

Cathlacumups resides on the main shore, south
west of Wa ppatoo island; six lodges, four hundred 
and fifty souls. 

Clannarminnamuns reside on the southwest side 
of the Wappatoo island; twelve lodges, two hun
dred and eighty souls. 

Quathlahpohtle nation resides on the southwest 
side of the Columbi~, above the entrance of Tah
wahnahiooks river, opposite the lower point of 'Vap
patoo island; fourteen lodges, nine hundred souls. 

Cathlamahs reside on a creek which falls into the 
Columbia on the north side, at the lower part of 
the Columbian yalley, north side; ten lodges, two 
hundred souls. 

21. Skilloot Hation resides on the Columbia, 011 

each side, in dHferent villages, from the lower part 
of the Columbian vaHey, as low as Sturgeon island, 
and on either side of the Coweliskee river; fifty 
lodges, two thousand fiye hundred souls. 

Hullooellell reside on the Coweliskee. 
22. Wahkiacums reside on the north side of the 

€olumbia, opposite the Marshy islands; eleven 
lodgeS', two hundred souls. 

23. Cathlamahs reside on the south side of the 
Columbia, opposite to the Seal islands; nine lodges, 
three hundred souls. 

24:- Chinnooks reside on the north side of the 
Columbia:; at the entrance of, and on Chinnook 
,riYer; twenty-eight lodges, four hundred souls. 
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25. Clatsop nation resides on tIle south side of 
the Columbia, and a few miles along the southeast 
coast, on both si~es of point Adams; fourteen 
lodges, two hundred souls. 

26. Killamucks nation resides from the Clatsops 
of the co::\st along the southeast coast for many 
miles; fifty lodges, one thousand souls. 

hdiall information. Tlzejollowing natio71s speak til, 
KiLlamllck language. 

27. Lucktons reside on the sea-coast to the south .. 
west of the Killamucks; twenty souls. 

Kahunc1es reside 011 the sea-coast southwest of 
the Lucktons; four hundred souls. 

Lukawis reside 011 the seacoast, to the south
southeast; large town, eight hundred souls. 

Y ouikcones reside on the seacoast, to the south
sou theast; large houses, seven hundred souls. 

Necketoos reside 011 the seacoast, to the south
southeast; large town, seven hundred souls. 

Ulseahs reside on the seacoast to the south
southeast; small town, one hundred and fifty souls. 

Y ouitts reside on the seacoast, to the south
southeast; small town, one hundred and fifty souls. 

Sheastuckles reside 011 the seacoast to the south
east of the Lucktons; large town, nine hundred 
souls. 

Killawats reside on the seacoast to the southeast 
of the Lucktons; large town, five hundred souls. 

28. Cookkoo-oose nation reside on the seacoast to 
the south of the Killawats; one thousand five hun
dred souls. 
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Sahllaiah nation reside on the seacoast, to the 
south of the Killawats; fifteen hundred souls. 

Luckkarso nation reside on the same course to 
the south; twelve hundred souls. 

Hannakallal nation reside on the same course to 
the south; six hundred souls. 

Indians along the northwest Coast. 

29. KilIaxthocles tribe reside on the seacoast, 
from the Chinnooks to the north-northwest; eight 
lodges, one hundred souls. 
. Chiltz nation reside from the Killaxthocles along 
the north-northwest coast; thirty-eight lodges, se
ven hundred souls. 

Clamoctomichs reside from the ChiItz along the 
north-northwest ~oast; twelve lodges, two hundred 
and sixty souls. 

Potoashs reside on the same coast, northwest
wardly of the Clamoctomichs; ten lodges, two 
hundred souls. 

Pailsh tribe reside from the Potoash, on the 
~orthwest coast; ten lodges, two hundred souls. 

Qui~iiits reside from the Pailsh along the north
west coast; sixty lodges, one thousand souls. 

Quieetsos reside from the Quilliilts along the 
northwest coast; eighteen lodges, two hundred 
and fifty souls. 

Chillates reside from the Quieetsos along the 
northwest coast; eight lodges, one hundred and 
fifty souls. 

Calasthocle reside from the Chillate northwe~ 
VOL. II. 4'G 
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along the same coast; 'ten lodges, two hundred 
souls. 

Quillnechart nation reside on the seacoast and 
creek, north .and· northwest .of the Calasthocles; 
two thousand souls. . ,. 

30. Clatkamus· nation reside on a large river of 
the same name, which heads in Mount Jeffersori, 
and discharges itself into the Multnomah, forty 
miles up that river on its northeast side; this nation 
has several villages 011 either side, and number 
eighteen hundred souls. ' 

31. CUBhhooks nation reside on the northeast 
bank of the Multnomah" imtnediat~ly·lrelow: the 
falls of that riYer, about sixty miles a:bove; its en
trance into the Columbia; six hundred and fifty 
souls. .'~ ,-- 1,.: ( 

i)2. Charcowah nation reside on the southwest 
bank of the Multnomah, immediately above' the 
falls; they take the salmon in that river; two hun.:. 
dred souls. 

33. Callahpoewah nation inhabit the country on 
both sides of the :[\1 ultnomah, above the 'CharcQ-l. 
wahs for a great extent; two thousand sbuls. -" 

34. Shoshonee (or Snake· Indians) . residing in 
winter and fall on the l\Iultnomah river, southwaroly 
of the Southwest mountains, and in epring and 
summer on the heads of the Towanahiooks, LaPage, 
Yaumalolam, and Wollawollah rivers; and more
abundantly at the falls of the Towana-hiooks, -for 
the purpose of fishing; three thousand souls." '-

35. Shoshonees on the Multnomah ·and its waters; 
the residence of them is not well known to us 'or

the Indians of the Columbia; six thousand souls.' 
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:JG.-Shoharboobeer band of Shoshonees reside on 
thuouthwest·side ofthl;' MuItnomah river, high up 
the said river; one thousand six hundred souls. 

a7. ,Shomonees residing on the south fork of 
Le,w~'s river, and· on the N emo, Walshlemo, Shal
lette" ShushpeUanimmo,. Shecomshink, Timmoo
numlarwas. and the Copcoppakark rivers, branches 
of .the.south fork of Lewis's river; thre~ thousand 
souls. 

We saw parts of the following tribes at the Long 
narrows. 

j. 

~8., Skaddals,·nation reside on Cataract river, 
twenty-five miles north of the Big narrows; two 
hundred souls. 
S~la.nnaroosreside on Cataract river, below the 

Skadda~; .one .. hundred and twenty souls. 
Shallattoos reside on Cataract river, above the 

Sl\addals; one hundred souls. 
Shanwappoms reside on the heads of Cataract 

and Tapteel 'rivers: four hundred souls. 
39. Cutsahnim nation reside on both sides of the 

Columbia; 'above ·the Sokulks, and on the northern 
branahes'9f the. Tapteel river, and also on the 
W~v.ascbeeriver; sixty lodges, one thousand two 
hundr~d souls.,· .. 

Lahanna nati~n reside on both sides of theColuhl
bia, above the entrance of Clarke's river; one hun
dred and,twenty ,lodges, two thousand souls. 

Coospellar nation reside on a river which falls into 
the Columbia to the north of Clarke's river; thirty 
lPdi'es, one th~usalld six hundred souls. 
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Wheelpo nation reside on both sides of Clarke'. 
river, from the entrance of Lasta'Y to the great falls 
of Clarke's river; one hundred and thirty lodges, 
two thousand five hundred souls. 

Hihighenimmo nation reside from the entrance of 
the Lastaw into Clarke's river, on both sides of the 
Lastaw as high as the forks; forty-five lodges, one 
thousand three hundred souls. 

Lartielo nation reside at the falls of the Lastaw 
river, below the great Way ton lake, on both.sides 
of the river; thirty lodges, six hundred souls. 

Skeetsomish nation resides on a small river of the 
same name, which discharges itself into the Lastaw, 
below the falls, around the Way ton lake, and on 
two islands within the said lake; twelve lodges, 
two thousand souls. 

MickrlUcksealton tribe of the Tushepah reside 
on Clarke's river, above the great falls ofthatri
ver, in the Rocky mountains; twenty-five lodges~ 
three hJmdred houses. 

Hohilpos, a tribe of the Tushepah, reside on 
Clarke's river, above the Micksucksealtons, in the 
Rocky mountains; twenty-five lodges, three hun
dred souls. 

Tushepahs nation reside on a north fork of 
Clarke's river in spring and summer, and the fall 
and winter on the Missouri. The Ootlashoots is a 
band of this nation; thirty-five lodge!. four hun
dred and thirty souls. 

Whole number of Indians west 9£ the Rockr 
Mountains, 80,000, 
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REFLECl'IONS AND· REMAR~S . 

• 

January I, 180~. SNOW one inch deep. 
2. Some snow last nIght. 
3. Hard wind.' 1 ,. ' 

4. River covered with ice out of th~ Missouri. 
5. River Dil Bois'rise. 
6. Ditto. 
7. nftto. 
~. Ditto, and discharges iC,e. 
9. Some snow last night. 
10. The Missouri rises. 
13. Snowed last night. 
17. River covered with ice, some five and a half 

inches thick., 
19. River covered with ice. 
20. No ice passing to-day. 
21. Ice running out of the Missouri nine inchel 

thick. Snow two and a half inches deep. 
22. Ice running out of the Missouri. Snow fiv~ 

three~fourths inches deep. 
23. Ice stopped. 
24. The trees covered with ice. 
28. Ice running. cold, &c. 
February I. The wind blew hard, no frost, snow 

disappearing fast. 
2. Frost this morning. the snow has disappear(:<l 

ill spots. 
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February 3. Frost this morning, the snow thaws 
considerably. 

4. Frost~ number of swan and geese from north 
and south. 

5. Immense quantities of ice running~ some of 
which is eleven inches thick. 

6. A quantity of soft ice running, white frost, 
the snow disappeared, swans passing. 

7. A small quantity of floating ice passing, swans 
passing. 

S. Many swans from northwest. Creek rose and 
took off the water-mark. 

9. The river rose two feet: large quantities of 
drift ice from the Missouri. 

10. Ice still drifting in considerable quantities~ 
some geese pass from the south. 

II. The sugar-maple runs freely: swails pass from 
the north~ 

12. Pigeons, geese, and ducks of various kinds 
have returned. 

13. The first appearance of the blue cranes. 
14. But little drift ice: the Mississippi is not 

,broken up: sugar trees run. 
15. Immense quantities of swans. 
27. The river rose three inches and fell imme

diately. 
28. Began to snow and continued all day. 
29. Snow all night until eleven o'clock A. M .• 

and then cleared away. 
March 7. Saw the first brant return. 
S. Rain succeeded by snow and hail. 
9. Cloudy in the morning. 
19. The weather has been &:enerally fair

l 
b,ut 
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very cold :the ice ran for several days in such 
quantities, that it was impossible to pass the river: 
visited St. Charles: saw the first snake, which was 
the kind usually termed the garter-snake: saw also 
a beetIe of a black colour, with two' red stripes 011 

his back, passing each other crosswise from the butt 
of the wing to the extremity of the tail. 
, March 20. Heard the first frogs on my return 
from St. Charles. 

25. Saw the first white crane return. 
26. The weather warm and fair. 
27. The buds of the spicewood appeared, and the 

tassels of the mail cottonwood were larger than a 
large mulberry, and of the shape and colour of that 
fruit; some of them had fallen from the trees. The 
grass begins to spring: the weather has been warm, 
and no falling weather until this time, though the 
atmosphere has been very smoky and thick: a 
heavy fall of rain commenced, which continued 
until twelve at night, attended with thunder and 
lightning. Saw large insects, which resembled mos
chetoes, but doubt whether they are really those 
insects or the fly which produces them; they at
tempted to bite my horse, but I could not observe 
that they made any impression with their bealis. 

31. Windy. 
April 1. The !ipic.ewood is in full bloom: the 

dog's-tooth violet and Mayapple appeared above 
ground. A northern light appeared at ten o'clock 
P. M. very red. 

5. At St. Louis the buds of the peaches, applei 
and cherries appear. 

TOL. II, 4u 
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April o. A large flock of pelicans appear. 
7. The leaves of some of the apple trees have 

burst their coverts and put fotth: the leaves of the 
greenwood bushes have put forth. Mally of th~ 
wild plants have sprung up and appear above 
ground. 

10. No appearance of the buds of the Osage 
apple: the Osage plum has put forth its leav~s and 
flower-buds, though it is not yet completely in 
blow. 

13. The peach trees are partly in bloom: the 
brant, geese, duck, swan, crane, and other aquatic 
birds have disappeared very much within a few 
days, and have gone further north, I presume: the 
!lumrner ducks raise their. young in this neighbour
hood, and are now here in great number~. 

17. Peach trees in full bloom: the weeping-willow 
has put forth its leaves, and are one-fifth of their 
size: the violet, the dove's-foot and cowslip are in 
blow; the dog's-tooth violet is not yet in bloom. 
The trees of the forest, particularly the cottonwot)d, 
begin to obtain, from the size of their buds, a 
greenish cast at a distance: the g<:wseberry, wMeh 
is also in this country, and black, has put forth its 
leaves: frost. 

26. The white fros,t killed much fruit near Ka
holda, while that at St. Louis escaped with little 
injury. 
, 30. "\Vhite frost: slight: did but little injury. 

1\:lay 5. Thundered and lightened excessively 
tllis morning. 

10. Distant thunder: sultry this evening. 
12. The" ind at fOUT was uncommonly hard. 
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May 25. Strawberries in the praities ripe and 
abundant. 

27. S~rviceberries or wild currants ripe and abun
dant. 

'SO. M\llberries begin to ripen: abundant in the 
river bottolUS. 

Ju,ne 10. Purple raspberries ripe and abundant. 
11. Many small bird~ are now sitting: some have 

young: the whip-poor-will sitting. 
16. The wood-duck now has its young: these 

d,\lcks are abundant, and except one solitary pe
lican and a few geese, these ducks are the only 
aquatic fowl we have yet seen. 

July 1. Saw some geese with their young:, caught 
several: the~' ::re Ul)t yet feathered, nor can they 
tIy: the ~ld gee~z are in the same situation at thi~ 
season. 

4. A great number of young geese aml swan ill 
a lake opposite to the mouth of Fourth of July 
creek: in the lake there is also an abundance of fi,sh 
of various species, the pike, perch, carp, cat, sun.,. 
perch, ~c. &c. ' 

12. The deer apd bear are becoming scarce, and 
the elk begin to ~ppear. 

23. Catfish is very common, and easy taken in 
any part of this river; some are nearly white, pal' .. 
t-iculady above the platte river. 

September 19. The leaves of some of the cotton
wood begin to fad~: yesterday saw the first brant 
paesiog from the northwest to southeast. 

20. The antelope is now rutting: the swallow 
1148 djsa.ppeared twdve days. . 

~l. The- elk is nQw rutting: the buff aloe IS 
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nearly ceased: the latter commence the latt~r end 
of July or the first of August. 

September 22. A little foggy this morning: a 
great number of green-legged plover are passing 
down the river, also some geese and brant. 

~:3. The air remarkably dry: plums and grapes 
fully ripe: in thirty-six hours two spoonsfull of 
water evaporated in a saucer. 

27. Saw a large flock of white gulls. with wings 
tipped with black. 

October 1. The leaf of the ash, poplar, and most 
of the shrubs begin to turn yellow and decline. 

S. The earth and sand, which form the bars of 
this river, are so fully impregnated with salt, that 
it shoots and adheres to the little sticks which ap-

• 
pear on the surface; it is pleasant, and seems nitrous. 

5. Slight white frost last night: geese and brant 
passing south. 

6. Frost last night: saw teal, mallards and gulls. 
9. 'Vind blew hard this morning: saw some brant 

all (1 geese passing to the south. 
14. Cottonwood all yellow, and the leaves begin 

to fall: abundance of grapes and red berries: the 
leaves of all the trees, as ash, elm. &c. except the 
cottonwood, are now fallen. 

17. Sa~ a large flock of white brant with black 
wings: antelopes are passing to the Black moun
tains to winter, as is their custom. 

I 18. Hard frost last night: the clay near the water'" 
edge was frozen, as was the water in the vessels ex
posed to the air. 

19. No mule-deer seen above the Chayenn8 
river. ... 
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Oc]ober 20. Much more timber than usual: saw 
the first black haws that we have seen for a long 
time. 

29. 'l'he wind was so hard that it was extremely 
disagreeable: the sand was blown on us in clouds. 

November 3. Wind blew hard all day. 
7. A few drops of rain this evening: !law the 

aurora borealis at ten P. M.; it was very brilliant, 
in perpendicular columns, frequently changing 
position. 

S. Since we have been at our present station the 
river has fallen nine inches. 

9. Very hard frost this morning. 
10. :L\:Iany geese passing to the south: saw a flock 

of the crested-cherry birds passing to the south. 
13. Large quantities of drift ice running this 

morning, the river having appearances of closing 
for this winter. 

16. Hard frost this morning attached to the tim
ber and boughs of the trees. 

17. The frost of yesterday remained on the trees 
until 2 P. M., when it descended like a shower of 
snow; swans passing from the north. 

20. Little soft ice this morning: the boat ill 
much danger from ice, &c. 

29. The snow fell eight inches deep, it drifted 
in heaps in the open ground. 

30. The Indians pass the river on the ice. 
December 5. Wind 1?lew excessively hard this 

night from the northwest. 
7. Last night the river blocked up opposite fort 

Mandan. 
8. The ice one and a half inches thick on the 
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part that had not previously frozell: the buff aloe 
appear. 

December 14. Captain Clarke set out with a 
hunting party on the ice with sleighs. 

15. Snow fell half inch. 
24. Snow very inconsiderable. 
27. The trees are all white with the frost, which 

attached itself to their boughs. 
28. It blew very hard last night; the frost fell 

like a sllOwer of snow. 
January 3, 1805. The snow is nine inches deep. 
6. At 12 o'clock to-day two luminous spots ap

peared on each side of the sun, extremely bright. 
8. The snow is now ten inches deep, accumulat

ing by frosts. 
12. Singular appearance of two distinct halos, 

or luminous rings about the moon, appeared this 
evening at half after nine, P. M., and continued one 
hour; the moon formed the centre of the middle 
ring; the other two, which lay north and south of 
the moon, and had each of them a limb passing 
through the moon's centre, and projecting north 
and south, a semidiameter beyon!l th~ middle ring, 
to which last they were equal in dimensions, each 
ring appearing to extend an ~llgle of fifteen degrees 
of a great circle. 

15. A total eclipse of the moon last night visible 
here, but partially obscured by the clouds. 

19. Ice now three feet thick 011 the most rapid 
part of the river. 

23. The snow fell about four incpes deep last 
night, and continues to ~illOW. 

It frequently happens that the sun rises fair, and 
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in about ten or fifteen minutes it becomes suddenly 
turbid, -as if the moon had some chemical effect on 
the atmosphere. 

January 31. The snow fell two inches last night. 
February 8. The black and white 1lpeckled wood

pecker has returned. 
14. The snow fell three inches deep last night. 

March 2. The snow has disappeared in many places: 
the river partially broken up. 

3. A flock of ducks passed up the river this mor
ning. 

12. Snow but slight, disappeared to-day. 
19. But little snow; not enough to cover the 

ground. Collected s()me roots, herbs and plants, in 
order to send by the boat, particularly the root said 
to cure the bite of a man dog and rattle-snake. 

The Indians raise a kind of artichokes, which 
they say is common in the prairies; well tasted. 

21. Some ducks in the river opposite the fort. 
24. But little snow. 
25. A flock of swans returned to-day: the ice in 

the river has given way in many places, and it is 
with difficulty it can be passed. 

26. The ice gave way in the river about three 
P. M., and came down in immense sheets; very near 
destroying our new canoes: some geese pass to-day. 

27. The first insect I hav~ seen was a large black 
gnat to-day: the ice drifting in great quantities. 

28. Ice abates in quantity, wind hard, river rises 
thirteen inches, and falls twelve inches. 

29. A variety of insects make their appearance, 
as flies, bugs, &'c. The ice ceases to fun, supposed 
4:Uhave formed an obstruction above. 
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IVCarch 30. The ice comes down in great quan .. 
tities; the Mandalls take some floating buffaloe. 

SI. Ducks and geese passing: the ice abates in 
quantity. 

April I,. A fine refreshing shower of rain fell 
about two P. 1\1. This was the first shower of rain 
that we had witnessed since the 15th of September, 
1804, though it has several times fallen in small 
qnantities, and was noticed in the diary of the 
weather; the cloud came from the west, and was 
attended by hard thunder and lightning. I have 
observed, that all thunder-clouds in the western 
part of the continent proceed from the westerly 
quarter, as they do in the Atlantic states. The air 
is remarkably dry and pure in this open coulltry; 
very little rain or snow, either winter or summer. 
The atmosphere is more transparent than I ever 
observed it in any country through which I have 
passed. 

4. Observed a flock of brant passing up the river 
to-day: the wind blew very hat:d, as it does fre
quently in this quarter. There is scarc~ly any tim
ber to break the winds from the river, and the 
conntry on both sides being level plains, wholly 
destitute of timber, the winds blow with astonishing 
vi,?lence ill this open country, and form a great 
obstruction to the navigation of the Miss::mri, par
ticularly with small vessels, which can neither 
ascend nor descend shoulcl the wind be the least 
violent. 

6. This day a flock of cherry or cedar birds were 
seen, -one of the men killed several of them. They 
~re common in the United States, usually associatJ 
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in large flocks, and are frequently destructive to 
the cherry orchards; and in winter, ill the lower 
parts of the states of Maryland and Virginia, feed 
011 the berries of the cedar. They are a small bluish
brown bird, crested with a tuft of dark brown fea
thers, and a narrow black stripe, passing on each 
siele of the head underneath the eye from the base 
of the upper beak to the back of the head; it is dis
tinguished more particularly by some of the shorter 
feathers of the wing, which are tipped with red 
spots, that have much the appearance, at a little 
distance, of sealing-wax. 

AprilS. The killdeer and large hawk have re~ 
turned. The only birds that I observed during the 
winter at fort Mandan were, the J\Iissouri magpie, 
a bird of the corvus genus; the raven, in immense 
numbers; the small woodpecker, or sapsucker, as 
they are sometimes called; the beautiful eagle or 
calumet-bird, so called from the circumstance of 
the natives decorating their pipe-stems with its 
plumage; and the prairie-hen or grouse. 

9. The crows have also returned; saw the first 
to-day: the moschetoes revisit us; !law several of 
them. 

10. The lark, bald-eagle, and the large plover 
have returned: the ~rass begins to spring up. and 
the leaf-buds of the willoW' to appear. 

II. The lark-woodpecker, with yellow win?:s, 
and a black spot on tl)e breast, common to the 
United States, have appeared, Witll sundry small 
birds. Many plants begin to appear above the 
ground: saw a large white gull to-day: the eagles 

VOL.II. 4 I 
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are n{)w laying their eggs, and the geese have 
mated. The elm, large-leafed willow, ami the bush 
vvhich bears a red berry is in bloom. 

AJ;ril 13. The leaves of the chokecherry are 
about half grown, the cottonwot>d is in bloom; the 
flower of this tree resembles that of the aspen in 
form, and is of a deep purple colour. 

15. Several flocks of white brant with black 
wings passed us to-day on their flight to the north
west: the trees now begin to assume a green l!-P~ 
pearance, though the earth, at the depth of about 
three feet, is not yet thawed, which we discover by 
the banks of the river falling in and disclosing a 
strata of frozen earth. 

16. Saw the first leather-wing bat; it appeared 
about the size of those common to the United 

States. 
18. A heavy dew this morning, which is the first 

and only one we have seen since we passed the 
Council bluffs last summer; there is but little dew 
in this open country. Saw a flock of pelicans pass 
from southwest to northeast; they appeared to be 
on a long flight. 

19. The trees have now put forth their leaves. 
the gooseberries, currant, serviceberries, and wild 
plums are in bloom. 

21. V/hite frost last night, the earth frozen along 
the water's edge. 

23. Saw the first robin, also the brown curlew. 
28. Vegetation has progressed but little since the 

18th; in short, the change is scarcely perceptible. 
1'.Iay 2. The winci continued so violent from 

twche o'clock yesterday until five o'clock this 
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evening, that we were unable to proceed: the 
snow, which fell last night and this morning, has 
not yet disappeared: it forms a singular contrast 
with the trees, which are now in leaf. 

May 3. At four P. 1\1:. the snow had not yet 
entirely disappeared: the new horns of the elk begin 
to appear. 

4. The snow has disappeared: saw the first grass
hoppers to-day: there are great quantities of a small 
blu~ beetle feeding on the willows. 

May 8. The bald eagle, of which there are great 
numbers, now have their young; the turtle- dove 

appears. 
9. The chokecherry is now in bloom. 
17. The geese have their young, the elk begin to 

produce their young; the antelope and deer as yet 
h,ave not; the small species of whip-poor-will be
gin to cry; the blackbird, both large and smaH, 
have appeared. We have had scarcely any thun
der and lightning; the clouds are generally white, 
and accompanied with wind only. 

18. Saw the wild rose in bloom. The brown 
thrush or mocking bird have appeared; had a good 
shower of rain to-day, it continued about two 
hours; this is the first shower that deserves the ap
pellation of rain, which we have seen since we left 
fort Mandan; no thunder, &c. 

22. Saw some patticles of snow fall to-day, 
which diel not lie in sufficient quantity on the 

ground to be perceptible. 
23.Hanl frost last night: ice in the eddy water along 

the shore, and the water froze on the oars this morn
ing; strawberries in bloom; saw the first kingfisher~ 
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25. Sa w the king-bird or bee-martin; the grouse 
disappear; killed three of the bighorn animals. 

26. The last night was much the warmest that 
we have experienced; found the covering of our 
blanket sufficient: the air is extremely dry and 
pure. 

28. A slight tbunder storm, the air was turbid in 
the forenoon, and appeared to be filled with smoke: 
we supposed it to proceed from the burning of the 
plains, which we are informed are frequently set 
on fire by the Snake Indians to compel the ante
lopes to resort to the woody and mountainous 
country which they inhabit; saw a small white and 
black woodpecker, with a red head, the same which 
is common to the Atlantic states. 

May 30. The rain commenced about 4 o'clock in 
the evening, and continued moderately through the 
course of the night; more rain has now fallen than 
we have experienced since the 15th of September 
last. 

3!. The antelopes now bring forth their young; 
from the size of the young of the bighorn I suppose 
they bring forth theiryo\lng as early atleast asthe elk. 

June 5. Great numbers of sparrows, larks, cur
lews and other smaller birds common to prairies, 
are now laying their eggs and sitting; tl1eir nests 
are in great abundance: the large \lats, or night
ha",ks, and the common buz~ards appear; firs~ saw 
the mountain~cock near the entrance of Maria's 

• • .-j J. 

river. 

15. The deer now begi~ to bring forth their 
young; the young magpies begin t~ fly. The 
brown and gIi,ly bear beg~ .• t9 copulate. 
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27. At 1 P. l\t1. a black cloud which arose in the 
southwest came on, accompanied with a high 
wind and violent thunder and lightning; a great 
quantity of hail also fell during this ~torllJ, which 
laste(l about two hours and a half. The hail, 
which was generally ahout the size of pigeons eggs, 
and not unlike them in form, covered the groUllU 
to one inch and a half. For about twenty minutes 
during this storm, hail fell of an enormous size 
with violence almost incredible. When the hail
sto~es struck the ground, they would rebound to 
the height of ten or twel ve feet, and pass twenty or 
thirty before they touched again. During this 
immense storm, I was with the greater part of the 
men on the portage; the men saved themselves, 
some by getting under a canoe, others by putting 
sundry articles on their heads, two were knocked 
down, and seven had their legs and thighs much 
bruised. Captain Lewis weighed one of those hail 
stones which weighed three ounces, and measureu 
seven inches in circumference; they were generally 
)'ound and perfectly solid. I am convinced that if 
one of these had struck a man on his naHed head, 
it would certainly have fractured his skull; 
young black-birds are a bundallt and beginning to 
fly. 

July 6. A heavy wind from the southwest, at
tended with rain about the middle of the last night; 
about day had a violent thunderstorm, attended 
with hail and rain; the hail covered the ground, 
and was near the size of musket balls; one black
bird was killed with the hail; I am astonished that 
more have not suffered in a similar manner, as they 
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are abundant, and I sh.Ould supP.Ose the hail-stones 
sufficiently heavy t.O kill them. 

August 7. The liver which we are n.Ow ascend
ing, is so inc.Onsirlerable, and the current s.o much 
.Of a stand, that I relinquished paying further at
tenti.On to its state. 

21. 1\1.Ost ast.Onishing was the difference between 

tlle height.Of the mercury at sunrise and at 4 P. 
l\1. t.O-day. There was the difference .Of fifty-nine 
degrees, and this in the space .Of eight h.Ours, yet 
,ve ex perience this w.Onderful transiti.On with.Out 
feeling it near s.o sensibly as I sh.Ould have ex.

pected. 
N.Ov. 3. A thick f.Og c.Ontinued until 12 .O'cl.Ock, 

at which time it cleared .Off, and was fair there
mainder .Of the (by. 

5. Cl)mmenced raining at 2 P. M. and c.Ontinued 

at intervals all day; saw fourteen striped snakes 
to-day. 

7. A thick fog' this morning which c.Ontinued un.., 
til eleven A. 1\1., at which time it cleared .Off, and 
continued fair ah0ut tW'o h.Ours, and began t.O rain; 
ileveral sh.Owers (luring the evening. 

N.Ov. 12. Vi.Olent wind fr.Om the southwest, ac

c.Ompanied with h"il thunder and lightning, the 
thunder excessively I.Oud, which c.Ontinued fr.Om 
three till six A. M., when it cleared .Off f.Or a sh.Ort 
time; afterwards a heavy rain succeeded, which 
lasted until twelve .O'clock, when it cleared .Off f.Or 
an h.Our, and again become cloudy; the rain has 
been pretty generally falling $ince the se\'enth in
~tant. 

15. The after part .Of this day is fair and calm~ 
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for the first time since the twelfth instant, amI no 
rain. 

20. Rained moderately from Eix o'clock A. l\f. 
until one P. M. on the twenty-first, after \\hich it 
became cloudy without rain. 

22. The wind violent from the S. S. E. throwing 
the water of the river over our camp, and rain con
tinued all day. 

26. Rained all day; some hard showers; wind 
not so hard as it has been for a few days past; 
some rain on the morning of the twenty-third, aEd 
night of the twenty-fourth instant. 

27. Rained moderately all day; a hard wind 
from the southwest, which compelled us to lie by 
on the isthmus of point William on the south side. 

28. The wind which was from the south west 
shifted in the after part of the day to the north
west, and blew a storm which was tremendous; 
rained all the last night and to-day without inter
mission. 

29. Rained aU last night hard, and to-day mode
rately. 

30. Rained and hailed at intervals throughout 
the last night, some thunder and lightning. 

Deer. 3. Fair from twelve to two P. M. rained, 
all the last night and this morning; rainecl the 
night of the first and the morning of the second, 
and cloudy the remainuer of the day; rained at 
intervals the night of the second instant, with con
stant, hard, and sometimes violent winrIs. 

Deer. 5. Rained yesterday, last night, and mo
deratel y to-day, all day the wind violent. 

6. Rained all last night and to-day until six 
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o'clock, at which time it cleared away and became 
fair; the winds also ceased to blow violent. 

7. Rained from ten to twelve last night; fair 
clay; a hard wind from the northwest, and a 
shower of rain at two P. M. 

10. Rained all day, and the air cool; I returned 
from the ocean; a violent wind last night from the 
southwe~t; rained the greater part of the night of 
the eighth, and all day the ninth instant. 

1.5. Rained at short intervals from the tenth in
stant, until eight A. 1\1. to-day. 

16. Rained all the last night; cold wind violent 
from the southwest, accompanied with rain. 

17. Rained all the last night and this morning 
until nine o'clock, when we had a shower of hail, 
which lasted about an hour, and then cleared oft'. 

IS. Rained, snowed, and hailed at intervals all 
the last night; several showers of hail and snow 
until merirlian. 

19. Rained last night, and several showers of 
11ail and rain this evening; the air cool. 

20. Some rain and hail last night, rain continued 
until ten A. M. 

23. Rained all last night, and moderately aU 
day, with several showers of hail, accompanied 
with hard claps of thunder, &c.; rained twenty
first and twenty-second all day and night. 

25. Rained at intervals last night and to-day. 
26. Rained and blew hard all last night anel to

day; some hard claps of thunder and sharp light
mng-. 

29. Rained moderately, without much inter-
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mission, from the 26th until 7 A. M. this morning, 
hard wind from southeast. 

30. Hard wind and some rain last night; to--day 
tolerably fair. 

31. Rained last night, and all this day. 
1806. January 1. The changes of the weather 

are exceedingly sudden; sometimes, though sel
dom, the sun is visible for a few moments, the next 
it hails and rains, then ceases, and remains cloudy; 
the wind blows, and it again rains; the wind blows 
by squalls most generally, and is almost invariably 
from southwest; these vicissitudes of the weather 
happen two, three, or more times, in half a day; 
snake seen 25th December. 

3. The thunder and lightning of the last evening 
was violent, a singular occurrence for the time of 
year: the loss of my thermometer I most sincerely 
regret. I am confident, that the climate here is 
much warmer than in the same parallel of latitude 
on the Atlantic ocean, though how many degrees 
it is now out of my power to determine. Sinee our 
arrival in this neighbourhood, on the 7th of No
vember, we have experienced one slight white frmt 
only, which happened on the morning of the J 6th 
of that month; we have yet seen no ice, and the 
weather is so warm, that we are obliged to cure 
our meat with smoke and fire to save it; we lost 
two parcels by depewliug on the air to preserve it, 
though it was cut in very thin slices, and suffi

ciently exposed. 
10. Vacious insects and flies now alive and in 

motion. 
VOL. II. 
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23. The wind from any quarter off the land, or 
a10no- the northwest coast, causes the air to become 

e> 

much cooler; every species of water fowl, common 
to this country at any season of the year, still COIl

tillue with us. 
14. Weather perfectly temperate; I never e)f

perienced a winter so warm as the present has been. 
23. When the sun is said to shine, or the weather 

fair, it is to be understood, that it barely casts a 
shadow; and that the atmosphere is hazy, of a 
milky white colour. 

25. It is now perceptibly colder than it has been 
this winter. 

26. The snow this evening is four and three
quarter inches deep: the icicles continue suspended 
from the eaves of the houses during the day; it 
now appears something like winter, for the first 
time, this season. 

27. The sun shone more bright this morning 
than it has done since our arrival at this place; the 
snow, since 4 P. :1\1. yesterday, has increased to the 
depth of six inches, and this morning is perceptibly 
the coldest that we have had. I suspect the mer
cury would stand at twenty degrees above naught; 
the breat~1 is perceptible in our room by the fire. 

28. Last night exposed a vessel of water to the 
air, with a view to discover the depth to which it 
would freeze in the course of the night, but unfor
tunately the vessel was only two inches deep, and 
it froze the whole thickness; how much more it 
might have frozen, had -the vessel been deeper, is 
therefore out of my power to decide: it is the 
coldest night that we have had, and I suppose the 
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'mercury, this morning, would have stood as low as 
fifteen degrees above naught. 

31. Notwithstanding the cold weather, the swan, 
white brant, geese and ducks, still continue with 
us; the sandhill crane also continues; the brown or 
speckled brant are mostly gone, some few are still 
to be seen; the cormorant, and a variety of other 
water fowls, still remain. The winds from the land 
bring us cold and dear weather. while those 
obliquely along either coast, or off the ocean, bring 
us warm, damp, cloudy and rainy weather; the 
hardest winds are always from ~he southwest. The 
blue-crested corvus has already began to build its 
nest; the nest is formed of small sticks, usually in 
a pine tree. 

February 3. The rain, which fell in the latter 
part of the night, froz,e~ alld made a slight incrus
tation on the snow, which fell some days past, and 
also on the boughs of the trees, &c.; yesterday it 
continued fair until II A.lV£' when the wind veered 
about to southwest, and the horizon was imme
<l~ately over~ast with clouds, whieh uniformly takes 
place when the wind is from that point. 

4. All the water fowls before enumerated still 
continue with us; the birds, which resemble the 
robin, have now visited us, in small numbers; saw 
two of them yesterday about the fort; they are 
gentle. -

8. The rain of the last night has melted down 
the snow, which has cOl1tinuul to cover the ground 
since the 24th of J anua"ry; the feeling of the air, 
and other appear&nces, seem to indicate, that the 
rigor of the winter has passed; it is so warm, that 
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we a"e apprehcll8ive our meat will spoil, we there~ 
fore cut it in small pieces, and hang it separately 
on sticks. Saw a number of insects flying about: 
the small brown flycatch continues with us; this is 
the smallest of all the American birds, except the 
humming-bird. 

15. The robin has returned, and is singing, which 
reminds us of spring; some other small birds passed 
on their flight from the south, but were so high, 
that we could not distinguish of what kind they 
were; the robin had left this place before our arri
val in November. 

16. At II A. M. it became fair, and the ineects 
were flying about; at half past 12 o'clock it clouded 
up, and began to rain. 

24. Much warmer this morning than usual; 
aquatic and other birds, heretofore enumerated, 
continue with us still; the sturgeon, and a small 
fish like the anchovy, begin to run; they are taken 
in the Columbia, about forty miles above us: the 
;mchovy is exquisitely fine. 

28. Saw a variety of insects in motion this morn
ing, some small bugs as well as flies; a brown fly 
with long legs, about half the size of the common 
house fly, was the most numerous; this is the first 
inaect that has appeared; it is generally about the 
sinks or filth of any kind; the yellow and brown 
flycatch has returned; it is a very small bird, with 
a tail as long proportionally as a sparrow. 

l\iarch I. A great part of this day was so warm, 
that fire was unnecessary J notwithstanding its being 
doudy and raining. 

6. Saw a spider this morning. though the air is 
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perceptibly colder than it has been since the 1st 
instant. At 9 A. M. it clcmled up, and contiliuert 
so the remainder of the day: even the easterly 
winds, which have heretofore given us the only' 
fair wNl.ther which we have enjoyed, seem HOW to 
have lost their influence in this respect. 

7. The elk now begin to shed their horns. A 
bird of a scarlet colour, as large as a common phe:!
sant, with a long tail, has returned; olle of them 
was seen to-day, near the fort, by captain Clark '8 

black man, I could not obtain a view of it. 
11. It became cloudy at 10 A. Thf., and rained, 

attended with some hail; at 6 P. M. it became 
fair, and the wind changing to northeast, it conti
nued fair during the night: the snow had all dis
appeared by 4 P. 1\1. this evening. 

12. It was fair in the morning, but became 
cloudy at 3 P. M., and continued so during the 
day. 

13. Saw a number of insects in motion; among 
others saw, for the first time this spring and" in .. 
fer, a downy black fly, about the size of the com
mOil house fly. The plants hegin 10 appear above 
the ground, among others the rmh, of ,,,hteh the 
natives eat the root, which resembles in flavour the 
sweet potato. 

15. The sorrel with an oval, obtuse, anel ternaie 
leaf, has now put forth its leaves; some of them 
have already nearly attained their growth; the 
birds were singing very agreeably this morning', 
particularly the common robin. 

16. The anchovy has ceased to run; the white 
fl.almon trout have succeeded them; the weather is 
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so warm, that insects of various species are every 
day in motion. 

22. The leaves and petals of the flower of the 
green huckleberry have appeared; some of the 
leaves have already obtained one-fourth of their 
SIZ(' • 

24. The brown briery shrub with a broad pin
nate leaf has began to put forth its leaves; the 
polecat cal wort is in bloom; saw the blue-crested 
fisher; birds are singing this morning: the black 
alder is in bloom. 

25. The elder, gooseberry and honeysuckle, are 
now putting forth their leaves; the nettle, and a 
Y:lriety of other plants, are springing up; the 
flm.vers of the broad-leaved thorn are nearly Llown; 
several small plants in bloom. 

26. The humming-bird has appeared; killed one 
of them, and found it the same with those common 
to the United States. 

27. The smo.11 or bank martin appeared to-day; 
saw one large flock of them; water-fowl very 
scarce; a few q:mnorant, geese, and the red-head
ed fishing duck, are all that are to be seen; the 
reel flowering currant are in bloom; this I take to 
he the same species I first saw on the Rocky moun
tains; the fl uit is a deep purple berry, covered 
with a gummy substance, and not agreeably fla
voured: there is another species, not covered with 
gum, "hich I first found on the waters of tIle 
Columbia, about the 12th of August last. 

28. This evening we saw many swan passing to 
the north, as if on a long flight; vegetation is not 
by several days as forward here as at fort Clatsop 
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when we left that place; the river rising fast; the 
water is turbid; the tide only swells the water a 
little, it does not stop the current; it is now with
in two feet of its greatest height. 

30. The grass is about sixteen inches high in the 
river bottoms; the frogs are now abundant. 

April 1. From the best opinion I could form of 
the state of the Columbia 011 the first of April, it 
was about nine feet higher than when we descend
ed it in the beginning of November last. 

6. The cottonwood has put forth its leaves, and 
begins to assume a green appearance at a distance; 
the sweet willow has not yet burst its bud, while 
the leaves of the red and broad-leaved willow are 
of some size; it appears to me to be the most back
ward in vegetating of aU the willows; the narrow
leaved willow is not found below tide-water on 
this river. 

8. The male flowers of the cottonwood are fall
ing; the gooseberry has cast the petals of its flow
ers, and its leaves have obtained their full size; 
the ,elder, which is remarkably large, has began to 
bloom; some of its flowerets have expanded their 
corollas; the selvice-berries, choke-cherries, the 
growth which resembles the beech, the small birch 

'and gray willow, have put forth their leaves. 
9. The vining honeysuckle has put forth shoots 

of several inches: the dog-toothed violet is in 
bloom, as is also both the species of the mountain
holly, the strawberry, the bear's-claw, the cow
slip, the violet, common striped, and the wild cress 

or tongue grass. 
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11. The geese are yet in large flocks, and do 
not yet appear to have mated; what I have here
tofore termed the broad-leaved ash, is now i·n 
bloom; the fringe tree has cast the corolla, antI its 
leaves have nearly obtained their full size; the 

saccacommis is in bloom. 
12. The duckinmallard, which breeds in the 

neighbourhood, is now laying its eggs; vegetation 
is rapidly progressing ill the bottoms, though the 
snow of yesterday and to-day reaches within a mile 
of the base of the mountains at the rapids of the 

Columbia. 
16. At the Rock-fort camp saw the prairie larT.:. 

a species of the peaweet, the blue-crested fisher, 
the parti-coloured corvus, and the black pheasant; 
a species of hyacinth, native of this place, bloomed 
to-day; it was not in bloom yesterday. 

26. The last evening was cloudy; it continued 
to threaten rain all night, but without raining; the 
wind blew hard all night, the air cold, as it is in
variably when it sets from the westerly quarter. 

May 1. Having left the river, we could no 
longer observe its state; it is now declining, though 
it has not been as high this season by five feet as it 
appears to have been the last spring; the Indians 
inform us, that it will rise higher in this month, 
which I presume is caused by the snows of th~ 
mountains. 

3. The mountains on our right seem to have ha.<l 
an increase of snow last evening. 

10. It began to rain and hail about sunset this 
evening. which was shortly after succeeded by 
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3'110W; it continued to fall without illtermission un
til 7 A. M. and lay eight inches deep on the plain 
where we were; the air was very keen; a sudden 
transition this day; yesterday the face of the coun
try had every appearance of summer; after Bine 
A. M. the sun shone, out was frequently obscured 
by clouds, which gave us light showers of snow; in 
the after part of the day, the snow melted conside
rably, but there was too great a portion to be dis
sipated by the influence of one day'S SUllo 

II. The crimson haw is not more forward now 
at this place than it was when we lay at Rock-fort 

camp in April. 
20. A nest of the large blue or sandhill crane 

was found by one of our hunters; the young were 
in the act of leaving the shell; the young of the 

parti-coloured corvus begin t~ fly: 
22. The air is remarkably dry and pure; it has 

much the feeiing and appearance of the air in the 
plains of the :Missouri: since our arrival in this 
neighbourhocd on the 7th instant, all the rains, 
noted in the diary of the weather, were snows on 
the plain; and in some instances it snowed on the 
plains when only a small mist was perceivable in 

the bottoms at our camp. 
27. The dove is cooing, which is the signal, as 

the Indians inform us, of the approach of the sal
mo\]. The snow has disappeared on the high plains, 
and seems to be diminishing fast on the spurs and 
lower regions of the Rocky moulltaj·.s. . 

28. The river, from sunrise yesterday to sunTlse 

VOL. II. 4 L 
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this morning, rose one foot ten inches; drift-wood 
running in considerable quantities, and the current 
incredibly swift though smooth. 

29, The river rose six inches in the course of 
yesterday, and one foot five inches in the course of 
the last night; it is now as high as there are any 
mar ks of its having been in the spring 1805; at 
ten A. M. it arrived at its greatest height, having 
rose one and a half inches from sunrise to that time; 
in the balance of the day it fell seven inches; the 
natives inform us, that it will take one more rise 
before it begins to subside for the season, and then. 
the passage of the mountains will be practicable. 

30. The river continued to fall until 4 A. M., 
having fallen three inches by that time since sun
r~se; it was now at a stand until dark, after whicq 
it began again to rise. 

June 2. The river, from sunrise until 10 A. M. 
yesterday, rose one and a half inches, from that 
time until dark feU four and a half inches, and in 
the course of Jast night rose again eight inches.
The Indians inform us, that the present rise is the 
greatest which it annually takes; that when th~ 
water subsides to about the height it WaS at the 
time we arrived here, the mountains will be passa ... 
ble. I have 110 doubt but the melting of the moun
tail1 snows, in the beginning of June, is what cause~ 
the annllal inundation of the lower portion of the 
:Missouri, from the first to the middle of July. 

4. YeEterday the water was at ~ts greatest height 
at noon, uetween that time and dark it fell fifteen 
in(,hes, and in the CCUfse ~f the night rose one and 
a half iuchc5; from the Indian information, the 
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water will now subside, and may therefore be said 
to be at its greatest annual height on the 3rd in
stant at noon. 

5. The river fell three and a half inches in the 
course of the day; this fluctuating state of the 
river is no doubt caused by the illfluence of the sun 
in the course of the day on the snows on the moun
tains; the accession of water thus caused in the 
day does not reach us till night, when it produces 
a rise in the river. The wild rose is in bloom. The 
river fell ten inches in the course of this day. 

6. In the course of last night the river rose a 
little, but fell an inch by morning lower than it 
was last evening; the seven bark and the yellow 
vining honeysuckle are just in bloom; a few of the 
does have produced their young. . 

7. The river fell three inches last night, and 
seven yesterday; the gooseberry is full grown; 
also, the service-berry. 

10. The river fell one inch last night, and five 
and a half yesterday: it appears to be falling fast, 
and in the course of a few days will be as low as it 
was when we first arrived here: it is now about 
six feet lower than it has been. 

16. On the top of the hills the dog-tooth violet 
is just in bloom, grass about two inches high; small 
huckleberry just putting forth its leaves. 

22. Strawberries ripe at the Quamash flats; they 
are but small, and not abundant. 

29. The quamash and strawberries are just be
ginning to bloom at the flats on the head of the 
Kooskooskee river. The sunflower is also just be
ginning to blOOD!, which is two months later than 
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those on the sides of the western mountains, neat 

the faUs of the Columbia. 
July 5. A dew this morning; the nights are cool; 

the moschetoes are troublesome until a little after 
dark when the air becomes cool, and the mosche-, 
toes disappear. 

6. I arrived in an open plain, in the middle of 
v.hich a violent wind from the northwest, accom
panied with hard rain, lasted frOID 4 until half past 
5 P. 1\:1-. Quamash, in those plains at the head of 
~,",Yisdom river, is just beginning to bloom, and the 

grass is about six inches high. 
7. A small shower of rain, at 4 this morning, was 

accompanied with wind from the S.S. 'V. 
8. A heavy shower of rain was accompanied 

,lith winu from the southwest, from 4 to 5 P. M. 
9. Last night it was very cold, and wind hard 

from the northeast; the river is twelve inches 
higher than it was last summer; there is more 
suo'", on the adjacent mountains than was at that 
time. 

10. A large ,;"\"hite frost last night; the air ex
tre,:}ely coM; ice three quarters of an inch thick 
011 standing water. 

11. A slight frost last night; the air cool; the 
moschetoes retired a little after dad" and did 110t 

return until about an hour after sunrise. 
17. A heavy shower of rain, accompanied with 

thnnde~' and lightning at 2 A. M., with hard wiml 
from the southwest; after the shower was over, it 
cleared away and became fair. 

20. The liYer Rochejhone. falls about half an 
;,:lch in twenty-four hours, and becomes much 
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clearer than above. The grasshoppers are extremely 
numerous, and have destroyed every species of grass 
from one to ten miles above on the river, and a 
great distance back. 

22. A few drops of rain last night at dark, the 
cloud appeared to hang to the southwest: wind 
blew hani from different points from 5 to 8 P. 1\1., 
at which time it thunclered and lightened. The 
river, by II A.]\1. to-day, had risen fifteen inches, 
and the water was of a milky white colour. 

23. The river has fallen, within the last twenty-
four hours, seven inches. The wind was violent 
from the southwest for about three hours last night, 
from 1 to 3 A. M. 

24. River falling a little; it is six feet lower 
than the highest appearance of its rise; rained from 
3 to 4 P.IVI., but slightly; the wind violent from 
the southwest. 

25. Several showers of rain, with haru wind from 
the south and southwest the fore part of the dar. 
The brooks on each side are high, and the water 
muddy. 

26. A slight shower this morning, with hard 
wincl from the southwest. The river falling but 
very slowly, one inch in twenty-four hours. 

28. A few clrops of rain a little before daylight. 
River still falling a little. 

29. A few drops of rain, accompanied with hard 
peals of thunder and sharp lightning last night: 
wincl hard from the northeast. 

30. A slight shower of rain, accompanied with 
thunder and lightning: several showers in the 
course of this day; it cleared away in the evening. 
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and became fair. River falling a little. Great 
quantities of coal in the bluffs on either side. 

31. The wind blew hard, and it was showery all 
day, though there was not much rain: the clouds 
came up from the west and northwest frequently, 
in the course of the day. 

August 22. The rains, which have fallen in this 
month, are most commonly from flying clouds, 
which pass in different directions; those clouds are 
always accompanied with hard winds, and some
times with thunder and lightning. The river has 
been falling moderately since the third of the 
month; the rains have made no other impre5sion on 
the river than causing it to be more muddy, and 
probably preventing its falling fast. 



A SUMMARY STATEMENT cJ\ 

OF THE 

RIVERS, CREEKS, AND ]\1:0ST REMARK
ABLE PLACES, 

Their distances from each other, &c. their distanccf> 
from the Mississippi, ascending the Missouri. 
across the Rocky mountains, and down the 
Columbia to the Pacific Ocean, as was explored 
in the years 1804, 5, and 6, by captains Lewis 
and Clarke. 

-
NAMES OF REMARKABLE PL,\CES. 

TOlIn! 
Dislante. 

To the village of St. Charles 21 21 
Osage-womau's river 20 41 
Charette's village and creek 27 68 
Shepherd's creek 15 83 
Gasconade river l7 100 

l\1uddy river 15 ll5 
Grand Osage river 18 133 
Murrow creek 5 138 
Cedar island and creek 7 145 
Leadmine hill 9 154 
Manitou creek 8 162 
SpUtrock creek B : 170 
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Total 
Dislanc ... 

To the Saline, or Salt river - 3 173 
Manitou river 9 182 
Goodwomall's river 9 191 
l\iine river 9 200 
Arrow prairie - 6 206 
Two Charleton rivers - 14 220 
Ancient village of the Missouri 

nation, near which place Fort 
Orleans stood - 16 236 

Grand river 4 240 
Sn::ke creek 6 246 
Ancient village of the Little 

Osages 
Tigers' island and creek 
Hubert's island and creek 

10 256 
20 276 
12 388 
12 300 Fire-prairie creek 

Fort ·Point 
Haycahin creek 
Coalbank 
Bluewater river 
Kanzas river 
Little riyer Platte 

6 : 306 
- 6; 312 

9 : 321 
- 10 : 331 

9 340 
9 349 

. First old Kallzas village 
Independence creek, a mile below 

28 377 

the second old Kanzas village 28 
St. J\[ichael's prairie - 25 
Nodawa river - 20 
Wolf, or Loup river 14 
Big Nemaha river 16 
Tarkio creek 3 
Neeshllabatolla river 
Little Nemaha river 

2 
8 

405 
480 
450 
464 
480 
48:3 
508 
516 
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Total 

T h B ld 
. . Miles. Dibtance. 

o tea pRted prame, the Neeshna-
batona withill 150 yards 0: the 
Th1issouri - 2:3 : 539 

Weeping-water creek - 29 563 
Ri vel' Platt, or Shoal river - 32 600 
Butterfly, or Papillon creek - 3 603 
l\Ioschetto creek - 7 610 
Ancient v]lage of the Ottoes - 11 621 
Ancient Ayaways village, below 

a bluff, on the northeast side 6 627 
Bowyer's riVEr - II 6:~8 

Council blum (establishment) 12 6;:;0 
Soldier's river - 39 689 
Eaneahwaudepon, (Little Sioux 

river - 44 7:}3 
Waucarde, or Badspirit creek 55 788 
Around a bend of the river to the 

northeast, the gorge of which 
is only 974 yards - 21 : 809 

To an island 3 miles northeast of the 
Maha village - 27 8:36 
Floyd's bluff and river 14 850 

To the Big Sioux river - 3 ,. 853 
Commencement of the copperas, 

cobalt, pyrites, and alum bluffs 27 
Hot, or Burning bluffs - 30 
Whitestone river 8 
Petit-arc, an old l\iaha village, 

at the mouth of Littlebow 
creek - 20 

Itiv';;r Jacques, or James' river 12 
"r0L. II. 4 III 

880 
9'0 
918 

950 
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To the Calumet bluff (mineral) 10 
Ancient fortification, Goodman's 

island 16 
To Plum creek - 10 -

"hitepoint creek 
Quicurre 

- 8 
6 

To the POllcar river and village 10 
Dome and "illage of the bur-

rowing squirrels - .20 
Island of cedars - 45 

To ·White ri,'er • 55 
To the Three rivers of the Sioux pass 22 

An island in the commencement of 
the Big bend 20 

'fhe upper patt of the Big bend, 
the gorge of which is 1 i miles 30 

To Tylor's river 6 
l.oisel's [o:t 011 Cedar island IS 
Teton river 37 
The upper of five old Ricara 

villages, reduced by the Sioux 
and abanuoned - 42 

To Chayenne river 
An old Ricara village 

hoocat's island 

- 5 
on La-

- 47 

Tota.r 
Distancl". 

960 

976 
986 
994 

1000 
1010 

1030 
1075 
1030 
1152 

1172 

1202 
1208 
1226 
1263 

1305 
1310 

1557 
Sarwarkarna river - 40 : 1397 
Wetarhoo river - 25 1422 
The first Ricaras villages on an 

island 

Second Ricaras three Yillagcs 
Stone-idol creek 
WarreCOlll1e river -

4 
4 

18 
-40 

1426 
1430 
1448 
1488 
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Total 
Distanc". 

To the Cannonball river - 12 1500 
Chesschetar river. near six old 

Mandan villages - 40 
Old Ricara and Mandan ¥il-

1ages - 40 
To Fort Mandan (wintering post 

of 1804) - 20 
the Mandan villages on each siile 4 
To Knife river, on which the two 

:Minnetaree and IvIaha villages 
are situated near the mouth 2 

the Island 
l\1:iry river 

It 
- 16 

Island in the Little basin 28 
Little Missouri river 29 
'Vild-onion creek 12 
Goose-egg lake 9 
Chaboneau's creek 16 
Goatpen creek, Mouse river, 

waters of lake Winllipec 
near the l\Iissouri 16 

To Hall's strand, lake, and creek 47 
White-earth river 40 
Rochejaune, or Yellowstone 

river 40 
:Martha's river 60 
Porcupine river 50 

To the Littledry creek 40 
.Bigdry creek 9 
Littledry river 6 
.Gulf in the Island bend 32 

To l\<iilk river 13 

1540 

1580 

1600 
1604 

1606 
1606 
16j6 
1661 
1690 
1702 
1711 
1727 

1743 
1790 
1840 

1820 
1 ~\;'O 

1990 
20,30 
2'39 
2045 
2077 
2090 
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Total 
:c islance. 

To Bigdry river - 25 
Werner's run 9 

Pine creek 36 2160 
Gibson's river 17 2177 
Brownbear-defeated creek - 12 
Bratton's river 
Bnrntlodge creek 
)Viser's creek 
~luscleshell river 
Grouse creek -
North-mountain creek 
South-mountain creek 
Ibex island -
Goodrich's island 
'Windsor's creek 
Elk rapid (swift water) -
Thomson's creek 
Judith's river 
Ash rapid (swift water) 
Slaughter river 
Stonewall creek, above the natural 

walls 
~:Iaria's river 
Snow river -
Shields's river 
The foot of the entrance of Por

tage river, five miles below the 
Great falls 

24 2213 
6 

14 2233 
37 2270 
30 
36 2336 
18 2354 
15 
9 2378 
7 2385 

15 2400 
27 2427 
12 2440 
4 
II 2454 

26 2480 
41 2521 
19 
28 2658 

7 : 2575 

Leavin:; the NIissouri below the falls, and pass
ing by land to the navigable waters of the Columbia 
river. 
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Total 

J;j~t:lJ \'''. 

To the entrance of Medicine river - 18 : 2593 
Fort Mountain, passing through 

the plain between Medicine 
river and the Mis50uri, near 
the l\lissouri - 33 2608 

Rock y mountains, to a gap on 
the ridge, which divides the 
waters of the Missouri from 
those of the Columbia, passing 
the north part of a mountain, 
and crossing Dearborn's river 68 2643 

Fork of Cohahlarishkit river from 
the north, passed four creeks 
from the north 108 2683 

To Seaman's creek from the north 115 
Werner's creek from the north 125 2700 

the east fork of Clarke's river, at 
the entrance of Cohahlarishkit 155 3730 

To Clarke's river, below the forks 167 2742 
Traveller's-rest creek, on the 

west side of Clarke's river, 
about the forks 1'j2 2747 

the Forks of Traveller's-rest creek, 
at a right-hand road - 190 

Hot springs 011 the creek - 203 2778 
Quamash glades, passing the 

head of the creek to a branch 
of Kooshooskee river - 210 

North branch of Kooskooskee 
river, a left-hand road leads 
off at five miles - 217 

Junction of the roads on the 
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top of a snowy mountain, the 
left-hand road, passing by a 
fishery - 227 

To Hun~ry creek from the right, pass
ing on a dividing mountain, cover-
ed with deep snow, except on two 
places, which are open, with a sou
thern exposure at 8 and 36 miles 281 
A g'lade upon Hungry creek - 287 
Glade upon a small branch of do. 295 
Glade on Fish creek - - 304 
Collins's creek - 317 
Quamash flat~ - 328 
Kooskooskee, or Flathead's river, 

in a pine country - 340 

Total 
Dislan~e. 

2802 

2856 

2903 

2915 

Note. In passing from the falls of the Missouri, 
across the Rocky mountains, to the navigable wa
ters of the Columbia, you have two hundred miles 
of good road, one hundred and forty miles of high, 
deep. rugged mountains, six ty miles of which is 
covered from two to eight feet deep with snow ill 
the last of June. 

To the entrance of Rockdam creek 
Chopunnish river 
Colter's creek 
Lewis's river, at the entrance of the 

8 2923 
13 2928 
50 2978 

Koosk;)oskee river 73 2988 
the Sweathouse village and run - 80 
Pilot's village 91 3006 
Kemooenim creek - 139 
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To Drewyer's river, below the narrows 
of Lewis's river - 144 

Cave rapill - 172 
Basin Tapit! (ball) - 206 
Discharge rapid (bad) - 220 
the Columbia at the mouth of Lew-

is's river, from the east - 227 
W oIl a woHah ri vel', passed eleven 

large mat lodges of that nation 243 
l\:luscleshell rapid (bad) passed 

thirty-three mat lodges of the 
'VoIla wollahs - 268 

Pelican rapid, passed forty-eight 
lodges of the Pishquitpahs nation 290 

twenty-one lodges of the Wahow
pum nation, residing on three 
islands, at the commencement of 
the high country - 308 

eight lodges of the \Vahowpums at 
Short rapid - 335 

the Rocky rapid, nine lodges of the 
same nation - 348 

the river Lapage (bad rapid) - 357 
twenty-seven lodges of the Ene

shure nation, at Fishstack rapid 367 
Towahnahiooks river - 375 
the Great falls of the Columbia ri-

ver of 57 feet 8 inches, near 
which there are forty mat lodges 
of lhe Eneshure nation - 379 

the Short narrows, 45 yards wide 381 
a Skilloot village of twenty-one 

Tu(al 
Distance. 

30S!} 

3121 
3135 

2142 

: 3158 

3183 

3205 

3223 

3250 

3263 
3272 

3282 
3290 

3294 
3296 

" 
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large wood houses, at the long 
narrows, from 50 to 100 yards 

Total 
Distance. 

wide - 385 3300 
Chilluckittequaw "illage of eight 

large wood houses - 390 3314 
Cataract river, a few miles below a 

village of seven houses, and im
mediately above one of eleven 
houses of the Chilluckittequaw 
na tion - 409 3324 

Sepulchre roc1{, opposite to a vil-
lage of houses of Chilluckitte-
quaws - 413 3328 

River Labiche, opposite to twenty
six houses of the Smackshop na
tion, houses scattered on the north 
side - 422 ~337 

Little Lake creek, three houses of 
the Smackshop nation - 432 3347 

Cruzatte's river - 444 3359 
The Grand rapid, just below the 

village of the Yehuh tribe of the 
Shahala nation of fourteen wood 
houses - 450 3365 

Clahclellah village of the Shahala 
nation, near the foot of the ra-
pids; seven houses - 456 3371 

'\Vahclellah village of the Shahala 
nation, twenty-three houses, just . 
below the entrance of the Beacon 
rock creek - 462 3:377 

Tide water. 
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Miles. 
To Phoca rock in the river, sixty feet 

above water - 473 
Quicksand river - 482 
Seal river - 485 
Neechaokee village, opposite to the 

Diamond island - 489 
Shahala village of twenty-five tem-

porary houses - 501 
Multnomah river - 515 
l\Iultnomah village - 521 
Quathlahpotle village - 529 
Tahwahnahiooks river - 530 
Cathlahaws creek and village, - 540 
Lower extremity of Elallah, or 

Deer island - 546 
Coweliskee river;- about the en

trance, and up this Iiver, the 

641 

Total 
Distancl". 

3388 
3397 

:5416 
3430 

3445 
3455 

Skilloot nation reside - 559 3474 
Fanny's:i~land - 577 3490 
the Sea-otter island 587 3502 
the upper Village of the Wahkia-

cum nation - 593 3508 
,the Cathlamahs village of nine large 

wood houses~ S. of Seal islands 607: 3522 
Point' William, opposite Shallow 

bay - 617 3532 
Point Meriwether, above ~leriwe-
. ther's bay - 626 3541 
Clatsop village, below Meriwether's 

bay, amI seven miles northwest 
!If Fort Clatsop - 634 : 3549 

"01. II • 4N 

• 
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Point Adams, at the ent·rance "f 
, .th~· Columbia i~tothe Pacific 

oceail, or Great South Sea, in 
laiitude 460 1·5' north, and lon~ 

Total 
Distance, 

gi!ude 1240 57' west from Green-
wich - 640 : 3555 

-Nott!. Fort Clatsop is situated on the west sid~ 
of,- and three miles upthe Netul river from Meri~ 
wether bay, and seven miles east from the nearest 
part of the seacoast ;-at this fort captain M. Lewis, 
a.nd captain 'V. Clarke, passed the winter of 1805 
and 1806. . 

The road by which we went out, by the way of 
the :Missouri to its head, is 3096 miles; thence by 
Jand, by way of Lewis's r~ver over to Clarke's 
river, and down that to the entrance of Traveller's
rest creek~ where all the roads from different routes 
meet; then across the rugged part of the Rocky 
~ountail1s to the na,igable waters orthe Columbia, 
398 miles; thence down the river 640 miles, to the 
P~cific ocean; making a total distance of. 4134 
miles. On our return in 1806, we came from Tra
veller's-reEt creek, directly to the falls of the Mis";" 
fOuri river, which Ehortens the distance about 579 
n~~les, and is a' ml~ch better route, reducing the 
distance from the Mis~issippi to the Pacifieocean 
to 3555 miles. 2575 mile~ of this distance is up the 
Missouri to the falls of that river; then$;e paseing 
tho ough the p1ains and across the Rocky mountains 
tp the nayigable waters of the Kopskooskee river. 

o· •• • . " 
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a bran.1i ~r-tfi.e Columbia~ 340 fbile .. 200 m'lIes of 
which is a.good road, 140 miles over a tt~rnendous 
mountain,. steep and broken, 60 miles of "hich is 
covered several feet deep witlJ snow, on whi~h "'ie .. 
passed the bst of June: from the navigable part of 

<the Kooskooskee we descended that rapid liver 73 
miles to its entrance into Lewis's river, and down 
that river 154 miles to the Columbia, al1(l tlHmce 
413 miles to its entrance into the Pacific ocean, 

.. About 180 miles of this distance is tide-water. We 
passed several bad rapids and narrows, and one 
considerable fall, 268 miles above the entrance of 
this river, of 37 feet 8 inches.-The total distance 
descending the Columbian waters 640 miles, making 
a total of 3555 miles, on the ruost direct route (rom 
~he Mississippi, at the mouth of the Missouri, to 
lhe Pacific ocean. 

THE E~D. 
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