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TR.\NSLi\ l'OR'S PI~EF.\CE. 

~_<c>.:: .• __ 

THE Duke de L ROCIIEl"~l'C\FL'i' LI \:-';CO['RT, a 111al1, 

whn, at all t; 111C'S, has he! 'j; difiillguifhcd ~(s OIlt· 

of the moH ~lJniable, the moft ,irtu()us, and the beft: in

formed of the French nobility, has lllade a journey for 
philofop11ical and cOlluncrcial obiervation throughout a 

great part of North .. \mcrica, and has communicated the 

fubftance of his obfcn'ations to the \\T orld, in the valuable 

i\arrativc which is here pni<'ntcd to the Britiih Pul)lic. 

Although no IUllger a dependency of the Britiih Empire, 
the thirteen PrO\,inces of the American Commonwealth an 

not regarded by Britons as a land of {hangers. The nlU

tual animo{ities of the \\'ar of the j\ mcrican revol ution arc 

already extingui{hed. BriL';I1s ~Ejd Americans Illl'.\" think of 

~_'ach other only as brethren; a kindred dc[cent, a C0I11-
01 

mon bll;"':lla~l', COI)~,t'llial chara{lcr, a f1rong alliance of in-

Hitution'~, arts, and 111anncrs, render thenl to U!1\: ;1:1other 

reciprocally intcrcit!ng, perL,p'i 111uch more than, in filnilar 

circumfbnces, :(l~i th:l d nation would be to either. As the 
hiitory of the Sp:lIliards, \rho firfl entered South _\nh.:ri~ a, 

engages our curiofity more t;1311 that of the horfes, the clogs, 

or 
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or the fugar canes, \yhich they carried \yith them; as the 
bifiory of the nations of poliiliccl Europe is more interefiing 
than that of the Tartars and Tongufi; as accounts of the 
fortunes of a fon, a father, a brother, a lover, in a difiant 
land, are more anxioufly expeCted, and more eagerly heard, 
than if it were but a cafnal acquaintance to whom they re
lated: fo, in the [w1e manner, and for the fame reafons, 
every new communication refpeCling North America, and its 
inhabitants of Britiili deicent, is naturally, in an cxtra-or
dinary degree, attraCtive to the curiofity of the people of this 
country. M. de 1a Rochefoucault's details concerning co
lonial life and manners are, hence, adapted to imprefs a 
Britifu imagination, as agreeably as if their fubject were the 
rural reconomy of vVales, of Y orkihire, or of the High
lands of Scotland, and that, till now, though fo nearly in
terefiing, yet utterly unknown. 

Befides fuch motives of affeCtion and curiofity, there are 
reafons of a lefs refined nature, which engage the .commer
cial people of England, to -liften ca.gerly to all authentic 
accounts refpecting America. A great and increafing inter
courfe of trade and emigration is carried on between thefe 
two countries. The lands and national debts of the Ame
rican Republic are familiarly bO~lght and fold in London. 
The produce of American plantations, the planks froln 
Arnerican faw-mills, the {hips built in American dock-yards, 
arc, in a large proportion, defiined for the ufeof Britain. A 
yery numerous emigration of induftrious, refilefs, or enter-

prifing 
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priting perit)ll!;, is confiantly paning from Britain to Ame
rica. Thc transfer of property between the two countrics 
is great and incef1~lllt. It would bc impofiiblc to manage 
the commerci:l1 bufinefs which thus arifes between the two 
countries with any adcqnate lllereantile intelligence, if con-
tinual enquiries \\"(:-1'e not diligently made into all circUlu
fiances, that can influence produce, manufacqure, and de
mand in the market, dl)ccially in America, where all 
things arc yct much more unccrtain, and l110rc impcrfectly 
known than in Britain. The political relations and cOlTef
pondencc bet\\'ecn Britain and "\merica contpire to the 
fame effect; for there are many oecaiions, upon which a 
Britiih politician, inattentive to the progrefs of things in 
America, would be entirely incapable of providing for the 
true political interd1:s of the Britiih empire. 

It is, however, to thc philofophical enquircr, of what
ever nation, that fuch details as the following yolutl1c con
tains, concerning the ftate of lifc and n1anne1'5 in Al11crica, 
are likely to be the moft acceptablc and infiruLcti,-e. The 
progrefs of colonization; thc f1rfi diifufioll of new inlIabi
tants through unappropriated wafies; the fluggilh aukward
nefs of infant huibandry; the relapfe into barbarifm of tho[e 
outca1ts from polif11Cd [ociety, whom their fortune conducts 
into regions, where they can conver[e only \\-ith the wild
nefs of rude nature, and whcre they are defiitute of all the 
accommodations of the arts; the hll1plicity of government 
and of life and manners, that is natural in countries where 

population 
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population is [canty, and in which the [uLdivifions of 
labour, and all the c01nplex accommodations of [ociety, are 

unknown; the curious contrail between colonial and ('wage 

manners, and the effeCts of the coUillon between barbar

ifm and civility; topics intereiling to philofophy, above al
TIlofi all others in the hiilory of hmnan nature, and, of a11, 

the moft imperfeCtly known; are to be now, for the firft 
time, fully elucidated, by a vigilant and unremitting obfer

Y~ltion of the phafes of focial life in Alnerica. For the pur

pofes of afcertaining and illufirating the moil important 

principles of general polity and jurifprudence, how often 

have philofophers in vain attempted to explore the forgot

ten and unrecorded beginnings of civil life! How often 

lamented, that the moil inte~efiing period in the progrefs of 

fociety, fhould thus be prior to the age of enlightened 01>
{ervation ! How often and how ridiclIlou£ly laboured to 

fupply the deficiency of records, by that fort of theory which 
has been-pompoufiy chriilencd Conjeetural BiH!)ry! The 

account of the firfi population, I1lcaiurement, and tilbgc of 

the plains of Egypt, Ail}rri~, Hindofbn, or China, is no 

lonL:.:cr to be recovered' from oblivion: even the exact cir
cumftances of the fettlcment of the fil:il Egyptian colonies 

in Greece; of the firil Lydian, Greek, and Phrygian co10-

ni~s ~n Italy; of our Teutonic anccl10rs in Germany and 
ilntam muit remain unknown .. But a keen attention to 

'what is now railing in the back {ettlemcnts of I~ortll Ame

rica, and to that incefi:'lnt emigration from Europe, and 

froll1 
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frotu the mon' popull.llls .'\mcrican provinces, hy which tho{(~ 
back fettlelllcnts an' filled, will, at Lin, amr1y (lll)I~Jr to r hi-
lofophical cnquir:", what h~l<l fcclll(~d to he irr('cr,vcrably 
loft, and will enable us to fill up an importallt ch~~i;n in the 
hifiOl'.\- of the human fpccies. It is the ycgctablc ul1i~ ,lding 
itfelf from the feed; it is the opening mind, in the firfi 
months of in6ncy; it is the Conn of con[umm:1t(~ ftren~t!1 
or beauty, riiing uncler the artift's hand, fr( )nl the i1wpclds 
block of marble; rather than the full-gt·( )\\n pb I1t, the 
mature nlan, or the fini{hcd fiatue; that the 1110fi delight .. 
fully interefts the philoiopher of refined Ft'lletration, and 
the man of tafie, who to iouudnefs of rca[on unites a yivid 
delicacy of ientinlcnt, and of imagination. Of all tIll' p:lgl~'~ 

of philofophical hiftory, none can defen-e to Ix read with 
fuch earneft curiofity, as tllOfe which difplay the na[cent 
energies of focial life. 

Of fuch inducements to attend to any information con
cerning the progrefs of indufiry, wealth, and ciyil policy in 
North America, it is impoffible for anyone to Iw inicnfiLlc 
in reading the follo-,\'ing journal. M. de In Roc IIEFO l' c.\ V LT 

LIAXCOCRT i~) a traveller of no ordinary diicermncnt and 

diligence in enquiry. ,\s the friend, and, in fOITIe fort, the 
agricultural pupil of that intelligent philofopher, Mr. Arthur 
Young, he travelled with "ic\ys nearly filuilar to thofc by 

which Mr. Young "-as guided in fo Inany tours and pere
grinations, and in tIl<' compofition of fD many journals of 
huibandry. The quality of the foil, the a(h-antages for cul-

tivation, 
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tivation, the numbers, the induftry, the intelligence of the 
huibandmen; the adyances which they have made in trans· 
forming the vail forefts and favannahs of interior America 
into cornfields and meadows; their modes of clearing and 
culture; the quantity of produce which they obtain; their 
mills, and other means of nlanufaCture for the market;. the 
opportunities of profitable [ale, have been marked and re
corded by}\tI. de la Rochefoucault Liancourt ,i n all thofe 
American provinces through whieh he travelled, ,,-ith an 
accuracy and fullnefs of information, whieh fcem to rival 
~ir. Young's tour through France and Italy, or even Sir 
John Sinclair's more elaborate ilatiilieal colleCtions concern
ing Scotland. Commerce {hares his attention with rural 
ceconomy; he vifited the lakes, the bays, the creeks, the 
points of the influx of the navigable rivers into the fca, and 
thofe beyond which navigation cannot afccncl toward their 
fprings; he furveyed the ilore-houfes; he marked the arti
Gces of the traders; he entered the d\\Tl1i116~' of the inha
hitants of every different rank, partook of thc1r L!-c', and 
ilept or watched in their places for rcfi; he travelled without 
any thing of that encunlbering apparatns of \\calth or gran
deur, which hides the realities of ]ife frorn thofe it ellvirons , 
even at thofe times when their refearches are tLl' 1110ft dili
gent, and, as they think, the moR fucce("ful. He liftened, 
and enquired, and looked around him, even with aU the 
bufy affiduity of Sterne's Inquifitive Travelkr. He was not 

one of thofe who are willing to content themfelves with 

gueffes 
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unabk to Illok ~lr\)l!H.l (Ill tholl.' it'''lI r ;.; ~ r \'. iH ~Jlcl J:1~lj:J:" 

t il' Il ,,' 1'(' wit 1, tIl (. i ~ ,I ; 1" , " '1" \' 1 I:' -, ll'"' r 11 I" i 1" I, C i .' :. t ") l' C'r 
... ~ \. ., .~ _ ~ 'l l \. ( ... I I i J '- - '- J '. '- • .. t:"" ! j , " l' .... '..L 

a ,t·;": "t' 1",-",'[ ,:j' t 1 ,11-'11 t~'" ; "t:I~, '1t",',l;J~. ,pOl .d U",I)",,\.I., "1.1 :ICli'dl"O "J_,l,.lL'~ 11 .. l. Llll, 

\I. <k L:. :~_OChl'('tlCl!.dt Li:Uh'HE't Glil;~ t, howe'ltT, i:111,,) 
, ) 1 '. l' " 1 appear to C', cry r\~;<:',T, to i,lve ), i.'ll ('nqlt,'l~:i,'. ' 'lZl:;;lc( to 

lllakc {Lleh oi)i~:iT?ltions as arc h'~l ~Id;, PLl J lu,' tlJC idh'IJl.":-

tl'Oll ,~. '~'e t~'I'111Cl' "ll'e "'er'cll"llt tIle' "(.1", :, 1 "lll:'-r'JI'+ 01" .. l·r' vi III l.l ,.L .• 11 4.l, \... _,lvl'il'_ ,_ ..:.:......,.r..~ .1._, lil-

political Q'CC'l1( ill1iit: And it was prccifcly a tra\'lll,.'~' cf thi'"' 

char~Lt.:'r ",110 \\,:1<; W:ll1ktl tJ give U'i the rnofi (kliraLlc Ill'''\' 

information conc'1"ning the prl )~:,rdTi\'e [cttL,l!l r:t oL\TlICrica. 

\Vith the account of trade and ill'~~l:l!'}', he u nayoidahly 

combines 1L.·t,·hcs, <L,t::ils, and fr!~Lt ca(dal t,)lL·hL·~;. rc

fj)ecting the 6nlilial life of the ,\mcrlcano;, ,,,hidl enT)" 

reader will find l,lighly amulIng and i!lltr~Lt:\·C. II,' exhi

bits pictures of Indi:m nlann::'r", whi"h, thim~2,h flw1l1'nflll, 

and cli(~ll;liI1g to tal1c, arc. yet, intcrcfii!l'~ to p:lilo[ol hy, in 

conjunCtion with hi'i acconnt:-; (If tl1~ f:,t tIer;.; bef{)i"l' \\,;10111 

the Indian tril)L'-; arc ~ratl,l~lllr y~mil~l:nrJ' from tlk~ earth. 
" .I J 

,\Vith hi" itatcnl<'nts rclj):'dillg the pn!\i,;c('s of the Anwri-
can RepuLlic, he prcicllts alf<) a mlllti~:licit,· of iml'Cl",,;:1t 

detaiL.; concerning the 13ritiih colon;:l1 rC~~'lr()ll'l cC C~nada. 

lIe tells all that he could k.ml, \' ith:.iut LC:ll~ r~~'i'li;!cJ, 

even by cc):li~dl n1 iUII~ uf pcrf(m~d dcEc.i\'~\'~ or the j;,crccy 
h of 
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of honour, from Inaking publL' feveral things, which, though 

acceptable to us, were certainly not intended to be thus 

proclaimed to all Europe, by thofe who conlmunicatcd therll 

to him. Concerning the intercourfe, the emulation, the 

lllutual jealonfies, the dr .. rk projects reciprocally meditated, 

between the Americans and the Britiih colonifis and foldiery 

of Upper Canada, he gives a va!'icty of information, which 

we {hould, other\viic, never have ohtained. 
The char:..cter and predominant opinions of Iv I. de Roche

foucault LiancolJrt himfeIf, arc, in this volume, very frankly 

and amply diiplayed. In his charaCter, great native recti

tude and benignity of difpofition appear to be aifociated with 

fome of the philofophical affeCtations of tl:e new fchool, and 

.}yith [omewhat of that never-failing gallantry and polite

ne[s, \\'bich ufed to 111ark the manners of the old French 

nobility. 
Although a victim to the Revolution, he :fl:ill approves 

thofe princlp:cs of political reform, upon which the firfi: 
movements toward it were made: Though an outcafi fronl 

France, he fiill takes a warm patriotic interet} in the glory 

of the French nation.. Hence, he inclines, at times, to en

courage the milder cla[s of thofe political fentiments, which 

the fagacity of C overn rncnt finds it prudent to difcourage 

in Britain, as little ()(iapted to promote the general welfare. 

And whenever the views, the interefis, and the public fer-

vants 
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vnnts of the Hritiih Government collle to be lllClltioncrJ, ii", 
uCuaH, fil)CLtks the bllouaO"c of a forci~rller all(l :l f),:.* _ b b J 

Throughout the whole of his l\merican jourI:icc;, tl:crc np-

pears to han' reigncd in the mind of thi" illuflrious exile 

a Ilwlaneholy cali of imagination, with a pcevilh irritabi

litv of fecIin~, {ucb as it was nT'- natural fiJr lnisfortunes . ~ -
like his, to produce. Every !ccnc of beneficent conduct. 
from great lanullOldcrs toward their depCil<k'lit:;, bri!~~(; 

to his remembrance his own cndea\ronrs tu cllligh t C:l ,IIHJ 
~. 

bIds the pcafantry upon thofc dbtl's in Fran('c, , .. hid! onc(' 

were his own. lIc flu'inks in ~g()!1y frOI11 the l'xulta~ions 

with \vhieh Britifh officers tell hi1n of the ruin of the naval 

force of republican France. I-Ie comj )~ains of a dirty 
room, a hard bcd, or a [canty Inea], as if it \n~re a gl i;TQU3 

n1isfOliune. I-Ie has a peculiar quicknefs of l':T at dilcover

ing flath, knavery, and IniiChid", wliCrCY(T he tr~l'. ~'ls. TIre 
wounds \\'hich his fpirit had [uffered were Hill frcfll or fcf

tering; and \vere, therefore, liable to be grievo1l11y inflamed 

and irritated by the flightcft degree of new laceration. He, 

not unfrequcntly, breaks forth into exprefliolls of keen 
anguiili, or 1110re iidxlucd and penfin~ forrow, ,rllich, hl'ing 

'*' In a vcry few places it h:l:" bcen fOUll(] expedicnt to infert initi:11s (pr propel' 

names, and to (llbftitlltc aficritks 1(11' (clltimcnts. In one or two il11bllCC~ \\·l1c,C' 

obviolls (llppreffion woul(l iJ<1\'C infillualetl more than the or:;:;il];.J! par;lgT;q,h, 

thc original has been rctnilletl. The m()ti\'l'.~ ur the writer, ill tilde l,b',"'. 
are (0 obvious, and his conelllfions j~. palpa!)1)' lllljun, tbat to 11:1\T l~,ftcncd or 

fupprcffcd would have been a h;ld cOll1pliment to thc ulldcrltandilig ot" the 

Britiili reader. 

.the 
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th(' yoice of n~tui'C and of truth, lnna prove to every reader 

il~C;;l ;)'cHih:v intcrdl;L1~. 
It- is, :Ill;id£( all thi~. impoffible not to admire this mni-/ 

able nobleman, for labouring to divert the txdium of his 
exile, by enquiries of a tendency [0 hlh_'iic~al, and for ac

commodating his mind, j:1 10 confi~ 1C'rablc a degree, to the 

hard111ips of his condition. Perhaps he cou:d not have been 
Blore utefui! J CD ployed, in any conceiveable profiJcrity of 
Ills tu~·t'-~;le.;;. lIe appears to haye been content to ride on 

Ludcba'...:k~ without a fervant, and to tr~lYcl aboet without 

aU~'~lt cf the p!Jl~lp of greatne.->{.;, or the luxury of opulence, 

jufi as if he had never been 1110re than 3 plain fanner or 
mal'urilcrurcr in FranCe. 

The ftyle is natlEd]!Y fimple, and devoid of all affeCta

tion. The Trani1ator has not, in his verDon, made any 

attempt to clothe the work in laboured elegances or orna

Inents, which it did not originally wear. Faithfulnefs, fim

p1icity, and correCtnefs of Engli{h phrafeology, are the chief 
qua1ities, by which he has afpircd to difiinguiili his work. 

I-Ic leaves it to the reader, to judge, ho',v far he may have 
been fuccefsful or otherwifc. 

The Eng1iili Edition Ins been illufirated by a MAP, 
drawn on purpofe, from the information contained in the 

work itfc1f, and a clofe infpeCtion will :!hew, that this Map 

not only corrects former Maps of America in lll3ny points, 

but exhibits in their proper places, for the firfi time, [e
veral new Towns and Settlements. 

The 
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The I I i(.k,:. formed L,r tLl' Tr;IJl{1'I: ~)r, \,,'i:~ 1, ;~, k r it c:llY 
to refer to thi~ YdIUIllC, ('\"\'11 for allY l:Jl~]',~ l\~:lti"'ubr (;~ LL.~ 

information which it contaills. 

It cannot. t~ )j' ~ moment, ! w doubted, j,t! t the hu()k of [0 

illUlii"inu'; a tr3HIlcr-ti-cc as it i-.; frOTH ~dl ~ ~cJ:li{L('~; of 

atfL'cbtl(lll or I1egli~_~l'nn,,-f1llcd v. it~~ !nfJrII1:ltioll the ;lj(.!t 

rccent and important,-L'()!lC'Cn:::;g ~ c;JUiltry t),:ln ,\-hich 

therc is no Ol1L' cli"c IllOi'e an UbjL'l·l 'JC D:';lj:~l (11]'1 dity,_ 
communicating nothing hut wiLlt i" j'Li!I'y oi' tilC hi~hcn 

aut]lentiLit_',-.-d\\'cllin~ cLll fly Oil t1 '~f: t(.pic~; of cnquiry 

~nd information, which arc the ll1l)i1 Li~~li()n31)!t.'. 311fl the 

Illuj attr:l;:tiH.', to P()lic.:', trade', and itl(bt:r>-,-:md :l1tc1'

Iningl1ng fuch allurements of pltLctic C !ltii':~:i1t, ;ti1d of 

per[unal ant.'l'd.)l(·, :'S !1e\',T fail to !,k.li~'.-will. froLl :~ll 

t;l\._;~ recoIl1l1ll'll,Ltions, be ,"crv i~t'.:}UL\! h- recei,'cd In' the 
" 

Britiih Public. 

1790· 
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AUTI-IOR'S PREF l\.CE 
A~D 

DEDIC~\ TIO~. 

--.., ...... --
WI-IE~ I began to write a journal of my Trayc1s, it 

\\-as 111'( intention to confine it [old,- within the 

eircle of my friends: but fome of thelll being of opinion 

that the publication of it would he.: of general advantage, 

I fubmittcrl to their advice, and re[oh-cd to pubEfh it on 

my arrival ill Europe. In chufing a patroners for nly book, 

it \\-;1 c; natural fur me to [elect: that perron who clain1ecl the 

1argeH fhare of lny cfteem and gratitude ;-who has been 

endeared to me (till nlore hy her unparalleled misfortunes. 

There could be no oceatlon for cdli!1~ to remembrance, 

the atro,'icils murder of a eoufin; as it lS too wcll known, 

and held ill ju1l: abhorrence. But pcriLlps it is llecc11ary 

to rcmark, that his virtue was it) exalted as to render him 

unfuil)ieioll<) of i() I!(.fariolls a crinlc~ a!~d that his internal 

conlciou{ne[s induced hill1 to night thL~ advice "hich his 

friends gave both to him and me, at the time when an 

Qrder was ifiu~d for arrefting us; and which, in dl proba-

bility ~ 
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bility, \Y:lS not the only l1-:.;\;';ate concerning U~ frotn the 

fame quarter. He \yould not quit France, but I, wIt.) 

W~l.S lefs confident anellef., yirtuous, fled fr0111 the poigm,:'d, 

\yllile he fell hv its il~'oke! . 
On my arrival in Europe, and ".~hilc I w~s em~;h)c'd 

in preparing this work for the public. I rceei\'ed an Z1(r'1urct 

of my aunt"s death, wLicll cut off all tl'" fond l:opcs I had 
entertained of once n,,'j''; bchddillg h(';-, e,'..:n on her 

death-bed. It \vill readily be fU91)ofed, that the idea of 
-' j 

withdrawing from her the dcdicition of n7 huok, could 

not enter rny afIii(L~cl mind I kIlL' ftill preL l'\'cd it for 

her "\vith a i)~mpathetic regard. Although dbbliflled 

ufage may herehy be "iolated, yet he who is fenfible 

that neither friendi11ip nor gratitude ends with death, 

will eaGly conceive the pleafure, mclanchJly as it may be, 

which I recei,'e from the performance of this Iail iacred 

duty to a departed friend, who had 10 many claims upon 
my warmeft affeClions.--

DEDICATION 
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1} E DIe A T ION 

TO 

CITIZENESS LA ROCHEFOUCAULT D'E;\VILL}'~ 

" 1l0' dear and unfortunate Aunt, 

"GIVE me leavc refpectfully to prc[cnt you with an 
account of my Travels through the U nitecl States 

of America. It is an offering of fincere attachment and 

gratitude; and I am confident you will receive it kindly. 
How often have I, in the courfe of this work, lanlentec! 

with painful anxiety, that I was not near you; that I was 
prevented, by dreadful circumfiances, from taking a fhare 
with your amiable and lovely daughter, in affording you 
that attention and comfort of which your feeling and af

flicted heart flood fa much in need! Undoubtedly Dly 
fcrvices could ncycr hayc bccn equal to his, \,-ho[c 1:1tC 

wc deplore: but I am bold to think, that in thc tender-· 
nefs of Iny feelings, anel in your OWl! h/\lrt, :-~)Ll would in 

me have rccogniicd a fon. I hayc iomctimes thought, 

that you Iniilcd nlC; that after recollc{till'r ever)" thiIlv 
:-J . b 

which makes Inc indebted to your goodncis, your advice, 
and example, you hayc not entirely remoyccl me (rum your 

thoughts. You will eallIy believe, that this wac; one of 

c tbe 
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the refleClions \\hich has given me the greatefi degree of 
pleaiure. The certainty of holding unalte;-ably a place 
in the affection of an eiteen1cd object, in fl)i~C of misfor
tune and feparation, has a peculiar effeCt in anim,.ting the 
heart of that man who is free from felf reproilch. 

" The obfervations you will find in this work itfelf are 
not [0 perfect as they luight have been; but YOll know 
what difficulties a traveller, who wifhes to convey informa
tion, has to combat. He l' always obliged to be fatistied 
with the an[\vers given to his quefiions: he does not often 
find a man at leifure or difpofed to give the information 
that is required: the perfon who is quefiioned about the 
objf'c1:s of his own bufinefs. frequently knows no more than 
is necdfary to carry it on, and is incapable of conveying 
hie; ideas to another even on the fubject of his own occupa
tion. And it happens fiill more fioequently that party-{pil'it, 
felf-interefi, or prejudice, deprive tho[e ani,vers of all man
ner of truth and candour. The traveller himfeIf is often 
deficient in making the proper enquiries; he often views 
things with a prejudice, imbibed from a certain i)Tfiem, 
and according to which he regulates all his quefrions, and 
all the anfwers he recei\'es. To theie real difficulties are 
frequently added thole which arife out of the perfonal 
fituation of the traveller, from the circumfrances of the 
moment, or from fome opinions which he may have already 
formed, before he makes his inquiries. It is eafy therefore 

to 
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to ootlccin-- how difficult it j-; for a 'I('rf~)n \'Iho tr<tnJs tfJ 
j 

acquire a full ~l1lJ ~ll'CU:'ate account of CVlI)' thing. 
" I do not fIr. tlut i'l this tdllr I hayc !;~:d the co()rl 

" 
fortune to Lccp clrar of the r,;cL~J w,:::;n!t \vhidl fo Il1JI1Y 

travellers have Hrllck. But I may fay t:::,t I han.' d0118 

every thing in 111}" power to infert notllillg but \\' :l:1~ 
is authcnt;L'. As far as I polIibly could, I ktv,: l~ulL~ 

inquiries concerning the 1~lme thing of L'd;ral men, of 
different interdls and opinions. I have done my utmof 

endeavour to get rid of every partial opinion, I I1light b(J'·\"~ 

previou{ly formed; in {hort, I klVC fought after truth b? 
every lTIeanS in my power. The idea of \\Ti~ing only f~)r 

you, for my friends, and for 11lyfdf, has rn~:dc I.1\' fLi.ll fl1'J1"C 

firiet and attentive with regard to the Elatcrl::1s \yhich I 
colleCted, and the accounts I afterwards made from thein. 

I have likewife Hated ahnofi: on every occ:l1!.on, the k :"ll"(:('S 

frOln whence I drew them; ill order to enb(j3~e your a! 'n:-~)-
,--" j L 

bation, or fhew where douhts otl'~lit to j):.:- c:lhTL:nl:J. 

I have not, knowingly, fbted any thin!_:: that 'L:5 ClT,)j:cnus, 

but frill I am far from fuppofing t::at I ha\Te cic:!l'ccl Cy,-'lT 

kind of error. I ha\'e ti'cquently ill one place been unahk, 

to obtain an aCcollnt of ccrtZlin c::-.. 'l);dlances, concern

ing whieh I had in another place acquired very ft!B in-' 

formation. Although fome books of travels in AUlerica 

may contain fewer facts than I have colleCted; yd I elo 

not the Ids, on this account, rcrL~iyc the defeCts of my 
cz too~ 
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tour, which I might with more cunning, but with lefs 
fairnefs, have concealed from my friends. 

" The territory of the United States is perhaps the 
only country in the world which it is moft difficult to be 
made acquainted with, unlefs you have traverfed it your

felf. It i~..:.~mntry altogether in a flate .of progreffive 
advancement. What is to-day a fact wIth regard to 
its population, its management, its value, and trade, 
will no longer be fo in fix months to come; and frill lefs in 
fix mont:;s more. It is like a yout h, who from the frate of 
a b?y is growing into manhood, and whofe features, after 
the expiration of a year, no longer refemble the original 
picture that had heen clra \",n of him. The accounts given 
by traveller.., at prefent, and perhaps for many years to come, 
can only ferve as the means of enabling diitant pofrerity to 
form a comparifon between the Date which the country 
fhall then be in, and what it formerly was. In this point of 
view it appears to me, that fnch accounts are far from 
being ufelefs. 

H Every clay I travelled, I wrote down the accounts, jufr 
as I received them. 'Vhenever I remained for fome time in 
tLe fame place, I put together what information I had col
lected, and arranged it in a better order. I have been in 
lnany places oftener than once; confcqucntly the obfcrva
tions made concerning them have been written at the dit: 
f-crent times I happened to be there. It would have been 

ea1y 
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eafy enough to have put them together into one article: 

but in that cafe I fhould not have written merely a Journal 
of my travels, which was what I had wiflled to do; that 

being perhaps the only kind of work which does not require 

greater talents than mine, and where truth can be the prin

cipal nlerit . 

.. I have fometimes made remarks which had properly 

no conneCtion with my tour: it is a great fatisfaCtion to 

him who writes for his friends, that he is fure of their 

fympathifing affeCtiun, though he ihOLllcl give himielf up to 

th'2 ientiments and feelings of the Illoment. 

H No doubt I frand in need of fvfQivenefs for ha,-ina 
L-' b 

occafionally yielded to an ll11per;()Us nece1Iity, and for ha,--

ing been carried away by the j\)!-,,'l' of impreiliolls ,,"hich 

were only of 1. perCona\ nature. ~vI.r t:-icnds will view thde 
devi.Lluih with indulg.'il' c; and Iyr;:aps they \\ill even cx

peri'lL~c favour with thole readers to whom my prefcnt 

fitlntio'l 111 1\' l;c known. 

" ',:\"ith L gald to the n.de d- this work; probabh- my . . 
cndea', ;)l!h to lluL, it as 1,('1 lp;"ll! ;u<.; as pl l 1iiblc, \',hich has 

been my cbief o\lject, has been pr{J([ur~ti\ L', in fome places, 

of tedioil~ prolixity, and frequent t~:utolo~~)'. '1\) ',\ ri~.L' \,"itL 
as much 1 uri cy ;!llti cOITcdnds ~l:) v:c are en p~d:ic ui", we 

\vant 1110[C lci(ul'(, t Lan he C:Ill fi)ar .. :, who blllds himLdf to 

commit to paper evcry day the obfervations he has made, 

whatever Inay be his iltuation. 

" I have 
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" I have fometimes made ufe of Englifh terms, and (omc

times turned them into French; always t :;.~i'\g 1'8.;n5, how

e-,-er, to tranilate them as correctly as p~il~ ble : this I have 

done y"henevcr I found it praCticable, and never loft fi0rbt 
of the true 111Calling. Still there are fame words, which, 

when tranf1ated, do not perfectly convey the lignification 
that attached to them in Engliili: for example-, the v{ord 

cleared fignifies a piece of land where fanle great trees have 

been felled, and others have had an incifion cut round thelll in 

the bark, and the branches lopt off and burnt; in order that 

cO:'U n-:~~y be fown. This is not perfectly cxplaiacd by the 

word, ec!airci, which only meansthat fame branches have been 

cut off; ,either for the purpofe of forwarding the growth of 

thoLe that remain, or of addi~lg to a pleafant profpctl:. Th~ 

term JliJid!c always fignifies cultivated ground from which 
the roots 11].', ~ been taken a\ya\' :bnt that land which in 

~ 

America is called cleared, is frequently '11")/ cultivated. The 
French trallf1ation of the term, ./iore is 7llogazill: but it is 

frequently e:.:pn::Hed by the word boutique: and yet neither 

of there v'orclB conn:ys its meaning completely, according 

to the particular charaaer, object and ule of flore in Ame

rica; and eii)ccl::dly in places thinly inh<Lbited. Tll(:~ words 

1llagazi:1 and boutique maybe met wi t h rcpeatedl r in books 

of travels, but the reader \"ill never be able from them to 

Jorm an .idea of the meaning which belongs to the ,yard 

flore in America. A flore is a fhop or place where all 

kinds 
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kinds of comn1Od:tic>i l'itend __ 'd fe;1' confllmption ar~ to be 

found, :ll,d {~)~<1 II}" rdai]; jl(dll:1-g is (,Ylll!(1cd from it: 

hLL' arc c1\,dk..; and lllatclJc~;, ;~~) wcll as j~ tiff and ta~ !C. 

Thv wordj:'ltltrhas 1h.:\:T the Lme mC:'iling \",ith /whi/,mf. 

tL.' f~ttI.._'r, i:l gCIll'J'al, is a m:lJl '\', ho repairs to a particular 

r1a~'l', \\-:' j l an int,':ltion of ictt~illg in it; 1mt he i.; not 

nlw,n; the inhabitant of it. A tr:t~t of land is Lid to be 
ll'l Lk'd, when a fllfficicnt number of inhahitant<, have ilx~d 

thelu(ch-es in it: but the ll1c::ming of this kii1d of [c,j·tle
nlC~)t can neYer be expreifed hy thl: words haln"te, (xup.'';, 

or /tabli. In order to cxprds certain circumftances and 

fituations in a new {tate, it is no extraordinary thi,'g to be 

obliged to aclont new terms. Therefore, my dear fnend, 

you will, without doubt. forgive me for having attempted 

to introduce ne\',- Wor(l.,> into our lang'wjge~ 

" In a word, dear \ nnt, ""hate,-,,'1' imperfc<.1:ions this. 

wo:'k may pnn; .1"..;, I offer it to you with con!ldcI1ce; 

althO!!sll to others ;t : nay be in,l.itYcrc!lt, I am certain, that 

to you it will be abundantly intcreiling." 



ERRATA. 

,-Page IZ. for Medel read Medoo. 

16. for of tbe read of· 
17. for tbe prO'lJijion is read tbe pro'Vijions are. 

35. for than read out. 

35,36,37' for Dunkers read <[unkers. 

95' for conljuent!y read coo/eljuently. 
_ 100. for preferred read pr¢erred not. 
155. for cuitivation read cir.ularion. 

17'1.. for one read our. 

~ 2 3 6. for al to (lI'IIer read as t:o'ller. 

Page 385. for greenwood read iea.fwood. 
417. for faltjlocijijh readJaitfifo. 

434. fOi is comparatj'lJe!y read are comparatively. 
+44. for JuPP or read /upport. 

441. for inhabited read uninhabited. 

450. for waulk-mills readjullmg-mii/s. 

476. for fleeifmate read mate. 

600. for rattlefoake read 'tuater rattle-fnake. 
6206. for Nortb Carolina read SlNltb elm/ina. 
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TRAVELS 
tHllOCGH 

Tile Ullited States of North Amer;ca, CaNada, &r:. 

IS THE YEARS I,Q5, 1790, AXD I7g7. 

A REsrDE~CE of five months in Philadelphia has afIorded me a 
degree of previous information relative to the United States, 

from which I cannot fail to derive eifential ferviee in the courfe of my 
intended journey. I have had the good fortune to meet with an agree",: 
able young Englifuman, who is well informed, is a pleafant companion, 
and is uncommonly fond of travelling. His name is GUILLEMARD, 

and he is defcended from one of thofe French families, with \\hieh our 

unhappy differences in religious matters enriched England. He has been 
induced to vifit this part of the world, folely by a wifh to obtain accurate 
information relative to America, without any ,iew ,\vhatc\Tr of pecu
niaryadvantage from his expedition: a rare infrance of liberality of mind. 
With a fortune haudfome, though not large, he deems himfclf ildficicntly 
.opulent; and the inquifitive turn of his mind, as well as his difintereitcd 

temper, difqualifies him for tho(c pur(uits, by"" hieh many perfous in this 
country rapidly enlarge their forttll1e. I am perfuaded he is the befr tra
velling companion I could have found, and I fhall endeavour to impre(s 

IJim with a fimilar opinion of me before the clore of the (ummer. 

!jIlt ~. ~[(ly, 1795. 

We intended to have (et out at an early hour yefterday morning, but 
• 
our departure was delayed till this day at noon; a trifling delay, how-

'ever, -confidcrin,q; the length of the journey, on which we enter. We 
B ll.ave 
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ha,'c left Philadelphia. Our party coniifts of Guillemard, my{cIf,. 
l1is En:cli;h fervant, our threc horfes, a fourt;l to carry our luggage, and 
Ely fai~hful dog Cartoltclie, who has been my c(),dtan:: companion tIlde 
fix YCZlrs. I left Phil~delphia with pleafure; b,~t I bear with mc a 
ih;ng feeling of gratitude to\vards a great numba of its inhabitants. 
\vho have treated me with the utmu1t kindnefs. 1:.1111 pan:,-ularly im
prcn::.d wit!, {cntiments of attcCl:ion for the members of the rc1J'3cbbk 
f;lmiI.\' of CHEllO, who recci"ed me ~s one of their ti'icnk aE,t who· 
111llic ,n:1-'ca1' hi,rhly amial--.:·.: c,'en to thofe, who have not' {() mall', ,c:1101lt> 

1 r b.. .. 

to p~~i~c them, as I have. They are good, eilimable, and agreeable; ;n every 
point of vic's: my warmeil thanks, my beft willies remain witi, :.hem. 

'Kob iLhrta~ll:ing the kimi reception, which I met .vith il: n: ilad,' I ph;~l. 
I am .c:1ad I h:1\'e left it. A poor foreigner, conilai1tly ovcrwl!dml'l.~,~th 
civilities, which hc is unable to return, muft even at beft lead an un plea;.. 
(ant life. He endures a :H:ate of conftant dependence, fraught .... i:-h m> 
lancholy reflections, which the appreheniion of being burthenfome g~ne
rally infpires.He ima~incs himfelf indebted to pity for the kindnefs he 
experiences, which, did it actually fpring from that fource, would be 
cruelty. Often docs he indulge fuch reflections with injuftice, miftrufr 
being the infeparable companion of the deftitute, on whom what is calleJ 
philofophy has but little influence., 

Hitherto we have travelled in the fame road, through which we paired 
-about a fortnight agI'o In this place I fhall infert the journal of that 
little tour, which, although it bears no proportion in length to tbl' ac
count that I propofe to write of the remainder of my travels, will not; 
I trufi:, prove v{holly uninterdting. 

A TOUR TO AND FROM NORRIS TOWN. 

ON the tweritieth of April Mr. Guillemard, C-\'LEB LOW~;ES, 

and myfcIf, ret out on horfeback from Philadelphia, through Ridge 

Road, on our way to Norris Town. This road, like all the public roads 

Il1 
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m l\:nnj)'h-ani~t, is \('l'Y bad, t~)r provifion j- brought to that city from 

all parts in Iar~t: and hen: Ldlll \\'at!~l)l1s. The conf1:ant p;db~'c ()f 

thcJt' ,\ a~:.:ons dcHro)'s th, .. n~ad~, d\Jcciallv ncar the town, where 1<:-
...... J ,; 

veral of them meet. H.id~~~' l\');ill is almof1: impaiE.l.blc. 

The diihid of the city extends ahout (, )\11' or fi \"C miles north and 
foutb. and is bounded un the eait ,,: the ScllU\ Ikill. Tbi-; extellt vIa, 

, . 
('ri~;!lIlly atligned to it by \\rILLUi\! 1)I,;';'X, WhUl he f()rmed the plan 
of the city. He promilcd to every ie'ttler, ,\ ho fhould purchaic fi\'c 

thouiand acres ofland in the country. one hundred 'cierc"' within the city
di,trid. and two town-lhares; a promife ,vllich \\ as f:lithfully fulfilled 
by him and by hi~ J\lCcd"f<Ji'-;, as 1l)1l~ a,; any to\yn-fharl':' and acres of 
land v,ithin the d;~irid remained j;)r cI i I tri Lutioll, "Tilli;Jm J\:nn 

kept only fise or fi.x. thouiand acres for himfclf. This land is ill its foil of 
a n:r,' inditferent quality. but it, vicinity to the to,yn occailt)n~ it to l,c 

bought" ith great ca~crtlli;. It is covered with country-honks, which .. 
in point of architecture. arc \"Cry fi.mple; from their great llumher they 
howcyer enli\-cn amI embellifh thc whole nciSbbourhood. Yny tC,,- of 

them arc without a fmall garden; but it ic: rare to obfen-e one, that has 

a gro\-c adjoining, or that is furrounded "ith trees; it is the cuf1:om of 
the country to haye no wood ncar the houfes. Cuf1:oms are iometimc<; 

founded in rearon, but it is difficult to c01~ccture the dd::"."n of this prac
tice in a country, \\ here thc heat in fummer is altl),:..:l'ther int,'] ~'nhk. and 

where the fhudure of the houies is dcfi.gnedly ad;;]'L,,'d to exclude that 
exccffi \"c heat. * 

Land in this lwi;!hbourhood is worth about ci!'."hty dollars an acre; 

three yc~r~ "~~' J it wa' worth only t~)rt.' -t\\(). T,yo miles from the city 
Ri(:,:..'c Road intedects the entrenchments, which thc En~lifh conthuctcd 

durinf! the laf1: war, for the purpofc of coycring Philadelphia, after they 
had penetrated into Pennfyklll;;t through the Chdapeak. The re-

"" The I (, is, becaufe the country was UllivClLlIy wooded, when the building of 
t11cfc houfc' was til 11 h.:gufl j and in a country thus wooded, to clear the ipace l'O,lInJ the 

dwclling-lwufe was jufl: as natuLl:, as to plant round the hou!C in a country othcrwifc 
bare of wood.--- i, (il.f"tor, 

mams 
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mains of theie works are frill vifible. But the ~e of the Englifh 
is more fuongly tefrified by the ruins of many luff[ burnt and half demo
lifued houfes, fo many expreffive monuments of that inveterate animo
fity, w~th which the war was carried on, and which was highly difgraceful 
to the generous fentiments of a people, who well know, that every evil 
infliCted on an enemy, even in time of war, without the plea of neceffity 
or advantage, is a crime. Alas! the evils of fuch a frate, however alle

viated, will frill be far too numerous. 
\ 

As the country on this fide of Philadelphia poffeffes more variety than 
on any other, it is here we di(cover the moft agreeable profpeCts, fome of 
which are truly charming; and more fa, the nearer we approach the 
Schuylkill. The contrafi between the rocks, which form the banks of 
this river, and the numerous meadows and adjacent corn fields, gives 
this profpeCt a mixture of romantic wildne(s, and cultivated beauty, which 

is really delightful. 
The road we have entered does not join the Schuylkill. except near 

the falls. This name has been very improperly given to a Hight ine
quality in the level of the fi:rcam, produced by pieces of rock of un
equal fize in the'bed of the river, which, as they accelerate the motion 
of the water with a certain noife, obfhua:~ no doubt, the navigation ;. 
yet fo far arc they from forming any confiderable water-fall, that they 
are entirely covered at high water; and at that time {mall veffels, which. 
ply along the right bank, pars thefe falls, although not without dan
ger. A fmall rivulet, which, a fuort difrance above thefe falls, runs 
into the SchuylkiU, turns [everal tobacco, mufrard, chocolate, paper, and 
other mills; none of which are confiderable buildings; but their great 
varie.tyenlivens and beautifies the landfcape. Above th~ falls, a :Mr. NI
CHOLSON poffeffes large iron-works, a button manufactory, and a glaf3-
houfe. But none of thefe wQrks are yet completed. The buildings, 
however, which appear to be well confrruaed, are nearly all finifhed. 
A particular building is affigned to every different branch of labour; and' 
the largeft is defigned for the habitation of the workmen, of whom Mr. 
Nicholfon wiH be obliged to keep at leafr a hundred. Thefe build-

mgs 
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ings arc on the ri~ht bank, and the warchou{e, which is to receive the 
manufactures, i~ on the oppofite fide. The pieces of ruck, which occa
hon the t:llk form an cat)' com m unication acror., the ri vcr, and would 

~reat1y f:lCilitatc the confhuL9:ion of a bridge, were {uch a project to be 

carried into ~·\.ccUti\H1. 
The fituation of this {cttlcment is extremely well cho{cn; fiJf, on the 

yery fpot \yhere the llJ.Yigation of the river is intercepted, all the mate
rials I1Cccf1:lry can be procured from hath fides of the water. The £'md 
required tor the glafs-houfe is brought from the iJzmL of the Dela\\are ; 
the cail-iron from the higher parts of the Schuylkill, and the pit. 
coal (which is (old in Philadelphia at two fhillings, or four fifteenths of 
a dollar per bufhcl) from Virginia. The completion of the canal, \\ hich 
is to unite the Schuylkill with the Delaware, \\ ill greatly t:LCilitatc the 
fale of the manufattures. The want of thefe commodities, which have 

hitherto been dra' ... ·n chiefly from Europe, en{ures them a certain mar
ket; in iliort, every thing promifes {uccefs to this undertaking. All 

there natural advantages however mufr vaniili, if ever there iliould ari{e 
a want of money, large and prompt {upplies of which are requifite to 
gi\'e adivity to the whole; as well as judgment, indufrry and eC<Xlomy. 

There is in America a [carcity of per{ons capable of conduding a bu
finers of this kind. There arc alfo but few good workmen, who arc 
with difficulty obtained, and whofe wages arc exorbitant. The conduc
tl>rs of Mr. Nicholfan's manufaC'1orics are ('lid to be ycry able men. 
But then a whole year may t1ap{e, bdore the workmen fall into a proper 
train of bufinc{s, ia that Mr. Nicholion's iituation ddcs not afiurd the 

molt flattcring profI)ccts of {uccds, if his returns be not rapid, as well 

as large. 
The conduaors of the m:l.nl1fadorics bein~ ab{ent, we were not able 

to obtain more ample informatiun concerning ~his d1abliiliment, and fc)r 
the {arne rea{on we could not learn, whether it be intended to make u{e 
of the Jame machines, which are ufed in the great iron-works in Europe. 

The whule road from Phil.llHphia to Roxboroubh is full of granite, and 
covered with a fort of mica, \\hich is rcducibl~ to the fincH dufr. 

About 
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About half a mile from Mr. Nicholfon's buildings, on the bank of the 

Schuylkill, is the houfe of one ROnEl~TSO~, where we intended firfr 

to fiop. 
Robertfou. a quaker, and brother of -Caleb Lownes's \\ife, is a mil-

ler and tarmer ~n his own account. He poifefTcs an efiate of t\\O 
hundred and fifty acres, of which thirty only are coyered with wood. 
The land is, O~l the \\'hole, of yery inferior quality in this diihic1. 
There is but little ,,,heat culti rated hcre, thc common grain being mai;~('. 
called in America Indian corn, rye, and fomc oats. An acre ge'nerally 
yields from t\"'cnty-fiye to thirty bufhds of maize, from eighteen to 
twcnty bu!11cls of rye, and about ten buihcls of whcat. Mr. Robert
fon manurcs his land; but it is a furprifing t~lC1:, that he fetches his dung 
from Philadelphia at the high price of three dol1.trs a load, containing 
about fisc cubic feet, \\hen he m,ight eaiily procure it in abundance on 
his own f-.um. Sc,-en fuch loads arc allowed to c\'cry acre, and his land is 
manured c\ cry three' or four years. His meadows arc fuperior to the reft 
of his grounds; in common \"ith all other American farmers, he mixes 
plafrer of Paris with his feed. Four oxen and b\o horfts are {ufficient to 
do thc 'work of this farm, a part of which is 10 Heep, as to be incapable 
of cultiYation. Day-labourers arc procured here ,vithout much diffi
culty; they recciYe four fhilling~ a day with board, or fi\-e fhillings and 
nil)e pence \\ ithout it. The price of Indian corn is fi \'e fhillings a 
buihcl, of ~v.heat from nine to twt:he, and of barley fix. Hay is 1cne
rally fold at fixtecn or eightcen dollars a tun, but at this time it is thirty
three. Common meadows yield about three tuns, but thofe in a good 
fituation, which qre properly cultivated, .and icrwn \\ ith clover or other 
grafs, at times produce eight tuns. Mr. Robertfon buys lean cattle, 
from the fattening of which he deriyes a profit offixtecn, twenty, 
or tv. enty-five dollars a head. Robcrtfon however aficrts, that hay is 
t 1

1C mo11 li.lcra~iye produce ariiing from the meadows; .at leaft it is that 

which, with equal profit, requires the lea11 toil. I am aftonifhed at the 

fhallow arguments the farmers of this country offer, to juftify this fa
vourite 1~'i1:em, of ayoidi~g \\hateyer .requires labour. On this principle 

Mr. 
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:Mr. Rokrtfon ·willll.·t keep a ,bry, or make citllf'r butter or chcefe, 

thuugh, \\ l'IL he to tr) tb,' experimcnt, he .,youLI j(lrJIl experience its ad

Yat1tJ~l'';, It apI','.!r.;, th<lt this cllllum partly arjJc~ from thc (carcity at".! 

~rl'.It cxpL'nn.' "l Lth"\lf~T;, but Hill more from the prnailing indirl"l'r

en .. ' .. ' a!'d ill:!. ,;,'l1l'e lit' t,IC ftrl,,':r~, who 1,rd~'I" the iltLilll:~I'n('c of this 

tlili1otition to .1 flnall ,\(hant'l~':', It is aHo, in frJlllC nlf'afur,,', to 1)(~ at

tributed til the nati'mai < h~tl I L'r, in Wh:Lh indulen,'c is a ycry ftriking 

ic'AurL'" h poillt of ;1":ricLltural knov:~'d!!c. HoLl'ILi()il i~ but little Itl

pcrior tI' the lcrvant, \\ lIo e<HHlud . .; hi, I)Ujilll.'i.~; h; i, filled wi~h I),'eju
dicL's, and is even i"Il(lr,]llt ,)1' Jl', .. lll)' thl'l,c', \\ohidl in FII!'ll"!.: an: cl'nfi-

0..1 .... ) 1. 

dcrcd as the ABC of h,:1ktndry.' 

He appears, however, tel be fir more fk.ilful, a,; Z1 1l1illcr. Iii mi::, 
\ .. hich is {aid to be Li,l' i:r1t that \\,"; built in .\mL'ril.,~t, is \\ :JILcd by a 

rivulet, called \ ViifahiL'U)J , ,'. hich turns c\\ enty-jiyc other mill<, hforc 

it reaches Robert!I',) 's 1t has th rcl' water-coUlIc", and three {..:parate 

mills, t\yO of wb'l1 \\ ,·k f:" ~hc manufactory, as they call it, and UIll' 

for the public, T Le latter bonds all the corn \yhich is brought hither, 

without the leafr alt:ration of the mill-francs, in its pailing fr m the 

grain to the i~our; v ... 11ich naturally renders the meal wry in,iil}c'rent : 

the miller's duc is one tenth, according to the law of the land. Ro
RERTSO:'\ docs not :;rind any Indian corn on his o\\'n aCeOll!1t, nor 11a:-: he 

<iny kiln tl) dry it. ]\L'al from tl-is (':'1 n is not bad, ifipccdily uL'J; l,' . .'~ 

it is not fit for bein~! long kept, and y;lld~ l:l~ little. 

TLe corn is brought hither in \\,;1!-=:" 1m. aml the crane, .• inHead uf 

tur:l1 'g it ();)t of the \l ~l(-], lift it up from the \\ a~:-::. '1'S into the gr:1l1ZlfY, 

~,\ ;1;c11 i~ ycr) 1il1all; and the corn lies in heap:.;, the len'ra} Boors being 

low, dark and dirty. 

Robertfon grinds yearly from forty-five to about fifty thou1:ll1c: 

'* This indifference to improvement, of which the Duke complains, is (;I;vays to be 
obferved while agricu;ture is in its infancy ill a cllllillry, and \, hile there is oiQu,::lz of 
land, but little accumulated fiock. It is the cbaraaerifiic of a p;:rticlilar fiate of j;)~ 
ciety; and does not originate frem (1,e acc:idental and pcculbr caufcs, to which he a[cribt,s 
it.-Tratllalor. 
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bufhcls of corn, which he procures from Virginia and New-York; and 
fome is even brought from the upper ;)arts of Pcnnfylvania. There are, 
hOWC\Tr, fo many mills alonf: the Schuylkill, that he receives but little from 
that part of the country. The grain procured from the other :fide of the 

. bay comes by Philadelphia, from which it is brought to the mill, which is 
htrgc enough to contain about ten thout nd buihels. Six horfes are con
ftantly employed in carrying the meal to Philadelphia, and bringing back 
corn in return. This journey is often performed twice a d"y. The 
water of the vVifiahiccon is never fr~.Lcn, nor does the mill ever ceafe 
working, except in a cafe of the utmoft neceffity. Mr. Robertfon 
employs about his mill five men, three of whom he pays; he gives one 
hundred and twenty dollars a year to the firft, and eighty to each of the 
other t\vo. The reft are apprentices, v, ho receive nothing but viB:uals, 
clothes, &c. A barrel of flour is at this time '* worth ten dollars. Ro
bertfon compl,ains of the quality of the grain of laft year, which, he 
fays, is not heavy, but in general hollow. I have, however, feen fome 
very good grain of lafr year. I heard him fay that grain, attacked by the 
Heffian fiy, notwithfranding it becomes bad and hollow, yields flour, 
which, though fomewhat indigefrible, is not quite unwhole1ome. The 
banks of the Schuylkill were vifited lafr year by great numbers of thefe 
flies. 

The county-rates are the fame at Roxborough as in the whole difrria: 
of Philadelphia, of "hich this place forms a part, namely, from five to 
fix ihillings per cent. upon all property. The other taxes have 61 
late been reduced to little or nothing. A perfon in affluent circum
frances pays but one or two fhillings towards the repair of the high
roads. Poor-rates are quite unknown, as there are feldom any poor in 
the country; and a jinall fum has been laid up in the bank for the {up
port of the poor,-if there 1110uld be any; which frock yields annually 
about forty or f()rty-two dollars, and thefe arc added to the capital. There 
is aHa a moderate t.:lX of fix or feven fhillings on every hundred pounds a 
man is worth, which he pays as an offering towards the public fervice of 

~, Twentie.th of April, 1'j~5. 

the 
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tiL~ ~l:atC', that he may remain undifturbed in the el~oymcnt of his pro
perty. And th;5 is fix In ;lcs from Philadelphia-furely this muft be a 

happy \.'"untry. !i.' 
The \\"iiLhiccoll flows between hills, which arc high and covered 

with wood. .\ fine watcr-f:tll of about feven or cight feet, and a3 broad 
a~ thl: bed of the rivulet, fupplies Robertfon with marc water than 

,yQtdd be required for turning many more mills. Thc banks of the rivu
let bear a \.,"ild and romantic appearance, and the broo~, windin~, j., the 
mo{( beautiful meanders ,through the woods and rock:;, forms a grand, 
yet gloomy, profpecr, which catches and detains the eye. and difpofe3 
the mind to pcnii\T refid1:ion. The various iituations of this fuhlunary 
life prcfent to us the L'lme ol~jel.'ts in very diHcrellt points of \i~'.';. How 
different are the imprdliol1s I now feel, from the pleafinp: lc!dati,)!~:) with 

which memory and hope once enlivened my fa.ncy-but 1 'will depart. 

and be happy, that I may not enhance my misfortunes by painful re
fie8:ions. 

From Roxborough we proceeded on to Springmill. After haying left 
the banks of the Schuylkill, wc tra\"elled through a tra8: of country in
terfeCl:ed by a regularly alternate fucceffion of hills and vallies. We 
found here {everal badly watered meadov~'s, which arc capable of great 
improvements. The farms here arc very clofe to one another; all the 
land is culti\Tated; vcry little wood is to be feen, at lea1t, with,out going 

to adifrance hom the higlnvay. As we proceed, the country becomc3 

.:xtrcmcly beautifill. The corn-fields are now green, the leaves begin t" 
{prout forth, and the fruit-trees arc covered with bloiloms; all nature rc

vives, her face glows with life and beauty; and my temper has not yet 

attained fo great a degree of apathy, as to render me inicniible to the 

charms of this feafon, which always captivated me with irrefiftible power. 

• It i.; the proportion between, ()If til, one hand, what may be gained in every fituation. 
with Ihr divafity of [lleh fituations-and, on the otlm.' h,md, what is to be p"id jor pNb/:C 

Irot(f]ion, with the degree of fieuritJ and comfort fuch proteCtion may give ;-which is 

"",C [ole and precife point upon which an efiimalion like that which the Duke here 
~Olak..::s.-TY~nJlalfW. 

c Yet 
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Yet the uninterrupted and high fences of dry wood greatly disfigure the 
landfcape, and produce a tedious famends. Thefe might be eafily re
placed by trees which endure the frofr, as thorns are fuppofed here (I 
think without any juft ground) to be unfuitable to the climate. Some 
of the fields along the road are bordered with tlzaga or cedar, but thefe 
experiments are rare; and, in general, the land is inclofed with double 
fences of wood. The country is covered with neat houfcs, furrounded 
with painted railings; which indicate profperity, without reminding us 
of thofe European efiates, which are either enriched b) a refined agri
culture, or ornamented "\vith cofily and elegant country-feats. 

Near Springmill we again faw the Schuylkill. Springmill confitls of 
eighteen or twenty habitations, which lie clofe to each other, and arc 
roofily either farms or mills; it is fituated in a valley, far more extenfive 
and fpacious than any we have hitherto pa1fed; and the foil is alfo fu
perior. The greateft part is grafs land, extending as far as the river; 
while the oppo£.te bank, freep, woody, and even fomewhat rocky, forms 
a beautiful contrafr with the charming plains of Springmill. The prof
peCt up and down the river is extcnfive, and frrikingly variegated by 
green meadows and dark mou,ntains. 

Springmill is the place, where is fituated the farm, mentioned by BRIS
SOT in his travels, as being cultivated by a Frenchman, whofe ikill and 
philoiophy he highly praifes. This Frenchman, of whofe name Bri1fot 
gives only the initial, is,Mr. LEGA r x. His farm has heen fold on account 
of his inability to pay the fecond inftallment of the purchafe-money. 
He now aCtually rents fifteen acres, which he has converted into a vine
yard. But the pre[ent moment is by no means the time, in which vine
yards appear to the greateft advantage; the vine fcarccly begins to blid .. 
and is almofi: without life. The foil is very good, and, as far as we were 
able to junge, well chofen, both on account of its funny fituation and 
interior quality; and the cleanlincL. as 'well as fkill, with which the 
ground is managed, is very remarkable. No kitchen-garden can be in 
better order; the yine-props are already fixed in the ground. The fifteen 
acres give employment to fix labourers, whom Mr. Legaux procures 

without 
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without much t.rouble ; he pays them three fhillings and nine pence, and 
provides them victuals. His u\\cllini!, is a fmall Hone cottage, one Hory 
high, about t\\ enty teet in breadth and ten feet deep; a very indifferent, 
dirty kitchen, fcparated by a wainiL-ut partition from a real alcove, which 
contains a mifcrable bcd, conilitutes all the apartments of this cottage. 
In the fmall room were jumbled together in one confufed heap, books, 
furniture, papers, glaifes, bottles, and philofophical infrruments. The 
fight of a man of liberal education reduced to fuch penury, excites a 

painful fenfation. 
Mr. Legaux was not at home on our arrival; we were informed that 

he was in Philadelphia, as, no doubt, we were fufpected as unwelcome 
vilitors. He was, however, at a neighbour's; and we had no fooner left 
his hou(e to remount our horfes, than we were called back, and he haC· 
tened up to us. To an Ul1fortunate man, reduced to fuch a fiate of re
tirement, the vilit of three frrangers is an occurrence not to be flight
ed. He knew that one of the three firangers was a Frenchman, for I 
had left my card. The view of a countryman at fo great a difrance 
from our native land, is far more plcafing than that of any other perfon. 
It is (0 at leafr to me, though the pleafing (enf.1.tion I feel on fuch occa
fions, is frequently embittered by the thought, that at this untortunate 
period of the revolution a Frenchman is fometimes the 'Try worfi com
pany which a Frenchmal'l can meet. 

Mr. Legaux accofred us with a countenance which apparently be
{poke content. His drefs perfectly correfponded with the refr of his 
eitabliihment. A long coar(e flannel waifrcoat. black breeches, and 
.frockings full of holes, and a dirty night-cap, tormed his "I;hole attire. 
He is a man of about fifty or fifty-five years of age; his eyes arc very 
Ii \"ely, and his "hole phyfiognomy indicates cunning rather than goodnefs 
of heart. In the courfe of the fhort converfation we had with him, he 
told us, that the cruel and rigorous conduct of the perfon of whom he 
had bought the cfrate, ·which he poifcifed at the time of j'if)QI' Brilfot's 
vifit (this was his cxpreffion), had compelled him to fell it again, and t-o 
rent the {mall vineyard which he was now cultivating. He confiders the 

C 2 {uccefs 
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{uccefs of this enterprize as certain, and thinks that it will prove very 
lucrative to him. He affured us that his wines, are already very good, 
though the oldefr of the'm had not yet been in the cellar more than two 
years. They are Medot vines; and one vine of the Cape of Good Hope, 
tor which he paid forty guineas, has already produced nearly two hun~ 
rued layers. He {aid that his wine is of a peculiar fiarour, yet more like 
the H vin de Grave" than any other wine. He pays a rent of fixty-two 
dollars tor his fifteen acres. This is, in few words, the {ubfrance of aU 
we could learn concerning his plantation. On our af.king him why htl 
fettled in America nine years fince? he acquainted us that he "as an. 
advocate in the parliament of Metz, but left his :fituation and his coun
try to affifr his friend, Mr. FOULQUIER, in his functions, as intendant of 
Guadaloupe, and that this intendant having been thongIy {ufpcCted of 
mal-adminifrrationin the colonies, had exculpated himfelf by throwing 
all the blame on him, Legaux, whofe purity of fentiments had ever bew 
equal to his zeal for his ungrateful friend. None eJf his expreffioNs be~ 
{poke that tranquillity and peace of mind, which a man might be fup-

,pofed to enjoy who thus withdraws from the world to lead a fequdlereu 
life, and cultivate the ground. He even appeared diifatisfied with every 
one, efj1Ccially with the Americans, of whom he repeated twenty times 
that \VC could never entertain too much fufpicion. Although this man. 
received us kindly, antI fpoke many handfome things of my family as v,en 

as of myfdf, aifur;l~g me that he had heard a great deal about me pre
yioniJy to my leaving France, yet I was diJ.plca(ed' with Em, and he ex~ 
('it·:rl in me rather difapprobation ~£ what he termed his misfortunes-, 
than compaHion for his prefent fituation, though my frame of mind was 
much in fin'our of the latter. 'Vhat I heard concerning him, on my 
return to Philadelphia, has confirmed me in my opinion. He is a' worth
lefs, litigious man, who, during the nine years 11C has refidect in America:, 
has been engaged in upwards of two hundred law-fuits, not one of 'which 
he has gained. However {hong may be our prepoifeffi.on againil: America, 
it is highly improbable that jufrice iholild fo obfrinately be denied to a fo

reigner. On the contrary"it is much more likely that a man who has en-

tered 
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tcred or defend~d two hundred attions, muil: have been al.'1uated foldy by 
a litigious difpofition, and that none of his clain!s were well grounded; 
dpecially if he himfdf conducted the fi.lit, which is extremely probable, as 
he was formerly a lawyer. 1\1r. Legaux's n:putation at Philadelphia is not 
of the beft complexion, and I ycrily bdieTe that if an enquiry were made 
into the affilirs of Guadaloupe, the refult would not proyC favourable to 

this fage, this philanthropift" this philofopher, ~ on whom poor Briffot patre£ 
fo high an eulogium,) who cannot live in peace with hi, neighbours, but 
quarrels with ncry one about him. 

We left the Schuylkill by Springmill, to ftrikc to the fhortcit road t·) 

Norris Town: the land is 0f the f.'lme defcription with th<!~ which wt: 

had juft patrQ:d. On the road from Ro:-:borou/!h to :'\orri . .; Town" e had 
'Pow and then a yiew of the riYer, and at times alf<) of a more dift;mt range 
of fmaJl.hilhr, rifing iu the form of an amphitheatre: thi~ is a branch cf 
the J~llle.r-"ills, which form a part of the B//I~ l\!oUlllaiJlS, 

Anrris Town is the chief town of the county of :'.lol1tg"uIl1cry, :.tb,.n .. t 

£:n~n mile:,; from Philadelphia. This chief lo':cn if the ('QII!I~}' confi11:~ ut 

ten huildings, in one of which the fd110ns are held; in another the judges 
Tdidc \\'hen they come to hold the ailizes; a thi!1d is the county jail: thr\.:(; 
others are inns.; the rcft are f:lrm hOllfes, fh0PS, or habitations uf labour
HS, All· the hc.ufcs arc ftrongl} built cf 11:one. Nvrri, Town. iituatcd 
:)[1 an eminence, about a quarter of a mrlc from tLc SLllU~ lkill, en
joys a, grand anct ITry cxtciliiH' Proil)C<2t; and forms itfdC eYCII yiewed 
at a difrance, a wry ihikillb and conii)icllOllS ul~jcd. The llwtrtcr

fdIions. are held here regularly, but the circuit· courts only once a YClf, 

;111<1 at times only every two or three YCar~, when there ;}{c no caujl'~·. . ,/ 

The jail 'was built about two or three years a~(\. ~t1h>r that of Phila,.. 
delphia·. But. thanks to the penal code uf Pt>nniy IYania, it is fdJom 
inhabited by any other perfon than the keeper. \\ hen we Tiiited it, a 

:Frenchman was confined there on fuong fllfpicion of haying i~'ri!c.;d a 
bank notc: he is to remain in this prifon until the next quarter-idliom:, 
when he will be either acquitted or removed to Philadelphia, unlefs the 
citcuit :ihould happen to be held in. that town. The prifon-~atc was 

open, 
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open, and the prifoner might have effected his efcape with~ut any dim.~ 
culty, had he been the leafr inclined to do fo. But he <lId not ef-cape, 
either from a reliance on his innocence, which I willi may be the cafe, 
or from the riik of being taken again. It is no eafy matter to difcover 
the ncccffity, nay, the utility .of fuch confidence as this, which is more 
nearly allied to indolence than humanity. It is juft as difficult to affiga 
a reaion ",-hya Frenchman, who i:; a villain, or at leaft a man of fo bad 
a character as this prifoner, who in France would have attempted twenty 
times to efcape from priion, yet remains quietly in Norris Town, where 
the doors Hand opcn to him. Pretenders to philofophy, and Bri:!fot for 
one, will fay, that the -certitude of impartial jufrice being adminiftered 
to him, retains the prifoncr morc effeCtually in his prifon than fetters; 
that in a republic every OIle confiders himfelf as the guardian of the law, 
even againi1: himfclt: &c. All this may fatisfy thofe who are contented 
with words, but is got fufficient to explain this extraordinary faCl to him 
who prefers found argument to unphilofophical jargon. It may perhaps 
beft be accounted for from the circumftance that this man would find it 
impoffible to fubfift any where eIfe but in prifon. 

The foil about Norris Town is very good, which is here fomewhat more 
the objec1 of culture than near Roxborough, yet is not eycn produced here 
in great quantity. The fyftem of agriculture is much the fame, and the 
a,·cra~.!;c produce nearly the fame, perhaps fomewhat greater. The beft land 
is worth from forty-eight to fifty-two dollars; the inferior fort from 
twenty-fix to thirty. Labour is cheaper here than at Roxborough and 
Springmill. The price of provifions is lower than in Philadelphia, 
though not much; there being no. nearer market than that town, all 
the produce of tbis country is carried thither. Beef is fold at, from fix 
to feyen pence a pound, bacon at one fhilling a pound, and flour five 
onc-1'alf dollars the hundred ""eight. 

The county-rates ot -rvluntgomery amount to no morc than about 
three (hl~Lngs for e\-ery hundred \,OI1U,_::;, and one fnilling towards the re

pairs c:[ t!le Toarls; thus a per centagc of four 1hij1ings on all taxable pro
perty 1S the total amount of the puLlic taxes. Poor-rates are {eldorn ne. 

cefi~lry, 
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cdfary, th )l1f' h this place is not poHdfcd d' the fame refource of a fund, 
eftablifhed :~w tha~ purpofc, ,as Roxborough. There arc at prcfent no 
paupers here; ;:J.nd when thefe are, a rate of one ihilling is fully fufficient 
tor their maintenance. Each pauper is boarded in forne family or other, 
and his board and I, :dging are paid for hy the p~rifh. It is the duty of 
the oyedecrs to take care that the pauper be well treated, and that the 
parifh be not impofed upon by improper charges. All the poor coniifr of 
perfons afflided by ficknefs, or rendered incapable of labour by old age. 

The canal, intended to join the Schuylkill with the Delaware, begins 
at Korris Town, and half a mile of it on this fide is completely finifhed. 
Its bed, \\ hich was parallel to the river, i:; about eighteen or twenty teet 
in breadth, and three feet deep. The canal is opened about three miles 
farther. Here marble rocks are to be cut through, w'hich flope down to 
the river. This is a laborious, as v.ell <!s ycr} expenfiyc, undertaking; 
as every cubic toife of rough ftone cofts nine fhillings, and fifty "'ork
men only are employed in this work. The canal, "hen finiihed, will 
be of great advantage to Philadelphia; but when will it be finiflled! It 
is begun ncar the town on a vcry bad plan; in fame places it is filled up 
\\ ith ftmd that has been wafhed together to the height of ten feet, \\hich 
t:an never keep water. It is reportt:d, that Nir. \V.\TSOS, an Engliih en
gineer, who fuperintends the confrrucbon of this canal, \cry particularly 
recommended t,hat it might be dug on the oppoiite bank of tbe Schuyl
kill, as it would be mueh more folid there; but n.; it "\,.,1;; much to the 
intereft of the direcrors of the company, that the canal fllOuld pafs 
through their citatt:s, they \\ cre dcaf to c\ cry other propoial, and the 
t:anal is now executed on the mofr difficult and moie circuil<ns plan, 
with little profped of iuccds. The money for c()ni(n,dill~ the G',nal, 
began already to fall fllOrt of .the fum required, and feveral 1ublcribers 
kept back their fubfcriptions beyond the Emited time of payment; even 
at the hazard of forfeiting the fum already paid, as well as all claims to 
the advantages refulting from the completion of the canal, rather tban 
they would incur the rifk of :linking a further fum, when the legiflative 
power, apprifed of the obfracles which obihucred the compktiull of the 

work, 



TltA n':U IX NORTH AMERICA, 

work f!'rantcd a lottery to raife a fum of four hundred thoufand dollar~, 
'0 

intended for the execution of a11 practicable plans of inland na,'igatio~1) 
one hundred and thirtr-three thoufand dollars of " .. hich are to be appro
priated to the comple~ion of the Schuylki11 canal. If the meafure of a 

fiate lottery can ever be jufiified by the y·afr utility of the objetl- to ...... ·hi;:\ 
the money it produces is applied, it certainly is (0 in the prefent idt'll:r:~. 
But among a corrupt people, crimes and yices are generally encreafcd by 
the infiitution of a lottery; and can the legii1ature of Pcnnfylvania iLt:'cr 

itfelt: that it win not confiderably add to the corruption and immcrality 
of the inhabitants by anefiabliilll11ent fo extremely dangerous, and (,;f 

which a very immoderate ufe has already been made in America? 
After having viewed the canal, as far as it is at prefent finiihed, we 

'\'iuted the quarries which yield the marble, of which nearly all the 
chimncy-picccs in Philadelphia, as well as the ornam.ents of many fircct
doors, fieps before the houies, and windows are formed. This marble i",· 
black and \>'"hit<:, and very hard. It i.5 found in grca: abundance in the 
quarries, which have hitherto only been opened in thefe places, and not 
to any great extcnt. It is, however, true, that we faw the-principal quarry 
only, and that many others ha\'c been opened in the neighbourhood. 
We were eYCR told of a quarry where the ma!'ble is all white, but it wa~ 
at too great a difrance to be viiitcd by us. That which we fa\\" is in the 
difrritl: of Plymouth, where there is alfo a mill with two faws for cutting 
marble, which lies .on the rivulet Plymouth. The mill contains nothing 
worthy of notice, but its fituation is extremely picturcfque and pleaumt. 

Tile whole tract of country from Norris Town to within one or two 
miles from Roxborough, is covered with lime-ilone, more or lefs perfect. 
The ilrata arc mafily inclined, forming an angle of forty-five -degrees, 
and in {orne places intcrfpcrf{;d with hard quarry-frane, and even with 
flints. vVe found in the rcatd a great quantity of hard fione; a quarry, 
or variety of the granite-franes, which c~ntain about three or four 
n.b.c feet, {eem to be wallied up by the watcr. Between Roxborough 
and Philadelphia granite is again found, and the earth is covered with 
mIca. 

We-. 
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\Ve are again in the fame inn, at which wc put up before. The land
lord is making a well, and the ground, where they are digging it, being 
"cry loofe, he lines it with a Lir';,- wooden cylinder, five feet in diameter, 
and within the cylinder conftruc1s a wall eighteen inches thiclc 

ju.~y tILe Gill, 1795. 

From Norris Town to Trap the country is much varied, very hilly, 
highly cultivated, with little \\()()d-lanJ, many orchards and meadows, 
water in abundance. brooks, fprings, and creeks of cvery fize; two of 
the latter, which are by no means frnall, \VC forded, namely, the Shipack, 
eleven miles from Norris Town, and the Pachiomming, two miles (;.,r
ther on; they were both {orne what deep. The roads are very bad, and no 
attempts are made to repair them; we cannot, therefore, be {urprized at 
hearing, that fo many frage-coaches arc overturned. 

Trap is a village in the difrrict of Providence, which is the largefl: and 
moil: affluent in the whole county. The {oil, which is very good, is 
cultivated in the fame manner as in other places; more land lies in grafs 
here, than we have fcen any where fince we left Philadelphia. There 
are four different churches in this diftrict, wherc, as in all the other aates, 
the minifter is paid by thofe only who belong to hi" fect. The fpeakers , 
among the people called Quakers are the only ones ,yllo preach gratis. 
ThC' manner of paying for divine fervice is the f.1.me as in Philadelphia; 
people pay for their feats in the church. 

The provifion produced in the diftriCl: of Providence is fold in the 
market of Philadelphia. The taxes in this diftri<..'l:, as well as in the 
county, amount to about eighteen pence for every hundred pounds of 
taxable property, with the exception of the poor-rates. The poor are 
rath(!r numerous in this diftriCl:, and fix hundred and forty dollars are 
raifcd yearly for their fupport. The common price of labour is three 
ihillings and fix-pence a day, with board; and the price of land fluctuate. 
between thirty-two and forty-feven dollars per acre, in proportion to the 
ftate of its inclofures, cultivation, and buildings. Bread made of rye or 

D Indian 
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Indi,m corn is the common food of the labourer, who, in addition to' 

tbis, }ws meat three times a day. 

vVe arrived at Trap, and intended to dine at Pottfgroye; but we were 

under the ncceffity of returning by the fame road we had come. The 

fer"ant, who fhould h:m~ joined us an hour before, did not arrive; and a3 

ViC knew" this delay mutt have been occafioned by fome accident, we 

\\ ere determined to learn v"hat it V'~lS. vV c met him about a mile from 

Trap, leading both his hor[es by the bridle, but without the ba:;ga;c, 

which had fallen ott four miles farther back, and our poor Jofeph being 

unable to procure any afiiitance, and fuppofing that "\iT :f110uld be uneary 

on his account, had left it in the care of a woman, and had proceeded 

thus far to inform us of his misfortune. \Ve therefore returned the other 

four miles, and placed the baggage again on the horfe, but in fa indiffe

rent a manner, that after we had travelled two miles, it was again likely, 

t-o fall off. Mr. Guillcmard, taking eyery thing into confideration, con

yinced us, that the horfe was too heavily, as \\ell as un:fkilfully laden" 

and we therefore refulved to procure a waggon, to convey our baggage 

to the inn. 

During our fray at the inn, to which we returned, we learned, in the 

courfe of conyerfation with a furgcon, that the number of gentlemen of 

his profeffion is pretty confiderable in this diihiCl:; that one is to be met 

with every fix or feyCl1 miles; that their fcc for a vifit at the difrance of 

two miles, is one {hilling, and every additional mile adds one !hilling more" 

befides the charge fo-r medicines; that inoculation of children for the fmall

pox is Ilery common; that the fee for this operation amounts to two dol-

lars; that the mofr a phyfician of known abilities can make, in this part_ 

()f the country, is one thoufand three hundred dollars a year, but that. 

very few make fa much, in confc'luence of which~ all medical men, with. 

few exceptions, tallow {orne other employment befidcs their profei:'. 

:lion, and become either farmers or. ihop-keepers, to increafe their in
come. 

Although the inn, at which we put up, was not that v...-hich had been] 

pointed_ 
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pointed out to us, and was, in tiltt, no better than a (mall, mif:nL!(, ;]le
houie Lttdy opem;d; yct ,-\'c met with vcry good accommodation. \Vc 
had tea and cofice for breakt:ttt; bacon, t():l:~:ue, and l'~p::s j:lr dinner, and 
t'"H'fV thin'" tokrabl)' clean, \Vhilil we were contriv"inbrr the means of 

• 0 

fending our ba:~'~a~t" to Heading, the ib:-,:'." l." ueh happened tl} pafs, and 
took charO"c of it: we then continued our J' ourney to Pottfb<Jrove. 

(') . .. 
The road thither is exactly of the fame defcription with that betv\'ecn 

~orris Town and Trap. The ground where it confifts of fand, is good, 
but extremely bad wherc the foil is rich, having been cntirely foaked 
through by the rain, which fell the day before yeitenlay; the foil con
£ii1:s, in general, of a ferruginous earth, particularly ncar Pottfgroyc. 
The land1cape is beautiful along this road, abounding with a great ,ariety 
of fine views, wonderfully enlivened by the verdure of the corn-fields 
and meadows. \Ve paired through fome parts of thc country, where the 
grafs ,,"as fine, {hong, and thick, in {hart, as good as it could poffibly be. 
If agriculture 'were better underftood in thefe parts; if the fields were 
well mowed and well fenced; and if fome trees had been left ftanding in 
the middle or on the borders of the meadows, the moft beautiful parts 
of Europe could not be more pleafing. But there eternal fences of 
dead wood, thefe dry maize-ftubbles of laft year, there decayed trees, 
which are left Handing until they are rotten, and the abfolute want of 
verdant trees in the corn-fields and meadows, greatly impair the beauty 
of the landfcape, but without being able entirely to deftroy its variety 
and charms. 

The country about Pottfgrove is ftill more plcafant; the plain, in 
which this {mall market-town is fituate, is more extenfive than any we 
have hitherto feen, and, at the fame time, is in the higheit degree of cul
tivation. The flrtft-mOlt1ltaiIlS, which are in fight on the left and in 

the front, form beautiful borders to this landfcape. 
In the neighbourhood of Pott(gron' we again difcovercd the Schuyl

kill, which \\"c had left near Norris Town. Along its whole courfe its 

banks are delightful, and all the land, through which it paircs, is good. I 
D2 (h 
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do not know a finer river in point of water and views. If European tafre 
and magnificence adorned the banks of the Schuylkill with country
feats, it would not be excelled either by the Seine or the Thames. 

Pottfgrove is ,~ market town, and originally laid out hy a quaker-fa
mily, of the name ofPoTT. About forty years ago they purchafed land 
of the fiate at a very low price, and fold it afterwards at a confiderable 
profit, according as it was more or lefs fought after. It is now worth 
thirty dollars in the town, and from thirty to thirty-feven in the adja
cent country. The family of Pott have efiabliilied confiderable iron 
forges, and by means of thefe much increafed the fortune, which they 
acquired by the fale of the lands. They are generally fuppofed to be 
very rich. Pottfgrove confifis at prefent of about thirty well built 
houfes, and belongs to the difirict of Douglas, which forms a part of the 
county of Montgomery. The poor-rates are vcry inconfiderable, and all 
neceifaries of life are cheaper here by nearly half than at Philadelphia. 

As I alighted from my horfe, I difcovered a Frenchman, among the 
feveral perfons who were fianding at the door of the inn, by a certain 
(;haracteriftic deportment, which is eafily difcernible in individuals of all 
nations, but more particularly fo in a Frenchman. An involuntary move
ment, fome natural feeling, drew me towards him. His name is GER

BIER; he is a nephew of the celebrated advocate of Paris, by whom he 
was brought up, and the fan of a famous advocate at Rennes, of whom 
he has received no intelligence during thefe lafi ten months. In St. 
Domingo, where he refided formerly as a merchant, he married a Creole~ 
a friend and fchool companion of Madame de MONTULE, with whom 
he lives in one of the houfes of this borough. 

It is impoffible to meet with a Frenchman in thefe times, without being 
called upon to lifien to the hifiory of his 10ifes, his misfortunes, and to his 
refentments naturally refultin~ from them. Mr. Gerbier's account of his 
misfortunes, however, was very iliort, though they appear to me very 
great. As to his refcntment, he expreifed himfelf on this point as a 
man of fen{e, who willies not to entertain any. He feemed melan-

choly 
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choIy and dejected, yet po:£fdfing a thong mind. rvli:-.f~)rtt:l1c,;, borne with 
patience and rdignation, ar': ever fmc tn excite c( IP1 j ::ili Cl l1: I he:lrl~ly 
fympathife in tho{e, which kl'.C fallen to his 1(,L He poflcfTes a {mall por
tion of land in Al):lum, whither hl' intends to rem(i\C, as foon as his wife 
has rcco"crcJ from her lying-in. He fpoke with much praife of:\1. de BLA

co~s, of the excellent Mr. KEATI::'IrG, of.i.VI. DE MONTUd:, and of Du 
,PETIT Tnou.\Rs. He appeared to me a mild and worthy man, but rather 
too much depre:£fed by misfortune; for, at his age, and with his abilities, 
he might find numerous refources in this country. After he had left me, 
he received a letter from his mother, a lady turned of 1evcnty. She in
formed him, that the and his father were bot~l well; that they had fortu
nately efcaped the dreadful guillotine, the JrovYnings and fllootings, 
which would eyer difgrace the French rC';o]ution; that they could not 
fend him any money at that time, but that they "muld pay :l,"y fum, for 
'which hc chofe to draw on them. This wife and fenfiblc letter was 
written, how eyer, in the language of liberty. The poor young man was 
happy to percei-rc, that I participated in hi:,; joy; and yet this glimpfc of 
fun-fhine Y,a3 not able to diipedc the profound melancholy v.Lich cloud
ed his mind. I mufr obferve, that :M1'. Gerbier's mother, in the defcrip
tion \\ hich fhe gave of the fltuation of France, fpoke of great Jii1rcis, 
and cfpeeially of the depreciation of aflignats, which \\ :.b 10 ;!ccat; 

that a fowl eofr two hundred liHes in paper moncy, and three lines in 
1i)Ccie. 

The inn at Pott(~rove is \cry 1:11ud; it is kept hy a German. The in
habitants of this borongh are mofrly Germans. Here \' c found the 1~o.~e
coach, by which we had fent our 1E:!~age; but the lettn-c'jc, which 
contained Mr. Guillcmanl's n:'~'11l ~" had been kl. behind in Trap. Er.~ 

deavouring to think of every thing, my tra\'elling companion thinks, 
in fact, of nothing. Thus we arc u;,} i~:d to fend back to Trap, to ±etch 
the letter-cafe, CYCll if it be not ltc1lca, a point 'shieh \Vc 1ha11 learn to

morrow at Reading. 

On 
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\\' c {hpJ"'ll at the \Vhit", H')ri~, four miles £i'OJ11 Pottfgrovc. This 

inn i, kept 't,:, ,~ Fr'2l\·:hi1u:~, ,l nati·;c of Lurrain, ,,,110 has married an 

.\mCl'iC'll1 W\'111:m, t!lC d~n\:htcr (If a n,!tin; of ~\,\'ignon, by a woman 

from Franche-Con~t,~'. The whole Lmily fpeak bad Englifh and bad 

Frn:,h. but prubably ;')0;1 German. They pay a rcn~ of eighty-fix dol
lars fur fitb- acrcs of bnd and the houfe; their owner lives very ncar, 
tmd keeps a'thop. The hou[e and the bnd, which j~; of very good qua

lity, would have been worth fi.xty dollars more, had it been let to a pri

\,z:tc family. But the ihopkeere~ had ,"cry jLi'I~:y calculated, that a good 
Ll\ (rn fo near his houfc was of more value to him than fixty dollars, and 

that a ,\ell frcquented inn could not but procure cufiomers to his thop, 

from whom hc would be likely to derive advantages far exceeding the 
fum ,,,hich he thus facrificed. 

The good people of the inn enquircd ,,,ith much eagcrncfs for ne,,"s 

from Francc. My friend told them, that it would be 0bliged to fufiain 

anothcr and 1110re dreadful campaign. "Hen" ! a frill more dreadful one 

than the preceding campaign," they exclaimed, "notwithibnding the 

Englifu were beaten la11: year ?" " There are many other eLcmics," re
plied my friend, " Ruffians, Aufrrians." "Aye, aye," faid the good 
people, " all thofe who do not like liberty; but the French will neycr
thclefs triumph, if it pleaic God, over all the f---." Thcfe are the 

fentiments, and fnch is the language of mofr Americans; and indeed 

this mufr be the opinion of all, who are not acquainted with the crimcs 

attending our reYOlution; and even they" ho arc fa, ,'cry jul1: i.\ im

pute them to the various factions, and carefully difringuiih and {epa

rate them from the caufe of liberty. The principles and conduct of the 

coalefced powers are treated with the fame degree of indignation as thofe 

of the terrorifis. The Ids informed clafs of men confider the matter in 

this light, and, in f.1ct, in this light it fuould be confidered by all, who are 

able to lay afide for a moment their grief and their misfortunes, and to 

contemplate: 
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contempIate the true 1l"LUrl' of the cdC.' \\'idl a calm, ulll)i,di~~.J mind. 

Liberty is now ilrll~:~lin~ \\ ith de1i)otifm. If the cauie of liberty pro\'C 

triumphant, it will be able to organize it(elt: and to acquire regularity and' 

order; it \"ill ceal;: to be anarchy, and hl('(lme true national freedom. 

If defpotilil1 triumph, it \\'ill organiz-:: iUt-lf f(J[ no other purpufe, [Hie tv 

enfla\ e the world. 

The iituation (If this borough, and Iikcwill: of all other pbce:, on the 

road from PottiQWYC to Rc,l<lin~, i~ dclig:htful. Indc,:d the t:I)U~ltry' ap-
u ,~ 

PCl!" to become more iin,:ly and populolls, the norer we approach the 

latter town. Corn and i~w mills are numerous here; and there ar'-.: 

many crecks \\ ith thong currents, which turn the \vLn.'L (If :f()mc iron

forges. The mountains, which rifc on the banks of the Sel!il:,lkill, anJ 

feparate Reading from the other p8.rt of the l()Unt:-, k)n to form a 

ridge, which at firil i1retches along ul1llcr the flame of Oley Hills, and 

aftenvards takes that of Lchi-hill. Thde marks of the increafing: im

proyement of the country, which are obferyablc as fur (to' Bcthlcm and 

the Delaware, are alfo perceivable here. L()~- hOllll'~, conftrlll'led 0; 

trunks of trees, laid one upon another, the inter:!ticcs ot' \\ hich are tilled 

up with cby, are {een no I()il~cr, ha\il1~ been r~ [)laced by framed hOilil's. 
~ ...............; J. ., 

con:Gitin~ ho\\'c\'er of balks, properly hewn and lJlapelL and C0\('i'l'J with 

boards; and even bllilding~ of a {till hc~ter conHrudion arc alrl'~ldy to b~ 

feen in fame parts. They now blliLi only with Hone and brick, and 110-
woodland rem,liJ1~ to be COl1\cr~ul into araLle :-:rllllnlL The \\(,ud that 

is Handing is left ft)r confllmption. O~lk fells at three dollars and halt: 

- and hickory at four dollars and half a fathom. ~\ fe,,\ miks fi(li1i 

nCdlliw~ the price of land is from t\\'Ilty-fl.\'c to thirty lluilur~, if CO\TrLll 

\\ ilh wood; and from one hundred ~1!1d tell to Ol'.e hc!ll:lred and thirty 

dollars if.!Ju l :-LlI1rl. Day lalJuurcrs receive thr"e i11;:li'l::~, c\r:"~!~~~'i') ~"d , '- , 

mafons four fhilliI'i~S a day. 

We overtook the [t,I~-c-coach a~a;:l ~lt the V/hitc I1"rj('o ",here the 

paiTcngers breakf~dtcd. It appears iomewhat ihange to Eun;pcai1>, to iet' 

the coachman eat at the iame table with the p~l{kngcrs; but it \\ ouI,: 

{~em equally i1range to Amcrican$, to fcc th" CO~k'!m"n eating b::himieiL 

1t 
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It is futile to argue againi1: the cufroms of a country; we mufr fubmit, 
Equality, pretended equality, which widely differs from true freedom, 
is the foundation of this cufrom, ".hieh, in tact, injures nobody; it is 
for the fame reafon, that the fen'ants, who wait at dinner or brealdafr, 
are fcated, except while they are ferving you, and that the landlord at
tends you with his hat on his head. A man may be allowed to diflike thi,; 
cufrom, without po{fe~Iing any extravagant ihare of weak pride. An 

inn-keeper, a fll0c-maker, a taylor, arc naturally at liberty to wait on 
people, or to let it alone; but if they choofe to wait on others, they 
iliould keep at a proper dittance, and obferve the refpett, which becomes 
their fituation. It mutt be obferved, however, that many an inn-keeper 
in America is a captain or a m~jor; nay, I have feen drivers of frage
coaches, who wcre colonels: fuch things are very common in America. 
There is much greater propriety in the cufrom that prevails in Eng
land, where the tradcfman is treated with politenefs and refpett by hii 
employers, whilfi he, in return, obferves the due decorum of his fitu
ation, without meanly facrificing that noble principle of liberty, which 
every Englifhman cherifhes with confcious pride: it will {oon be the 
fame in France. 

Reading, the chief town of the county of Berks, which contains 
about thirty thoufand inhabitants, is fituate on the banks of the Schuyl
kill. The building of the firfr houfes commenced in 1752. The fa
milyof Penn repurchafcd the land, which they had originally difpofed 
of, for the purpo{c of building on this fpot the chief town of the 
county. It confifls at prefent of about fi\-e hundred hou(es; a few 
of thofe which were firfr built arc frill fran ding ; they are log
hou{es, and the interfiiccs between the trunks of the trees arc filled 'ui' 
with fioneor plafrer. In confequence of the flight manner in which 
they were finifhed, feveral of them have tumbled down; vanity has 
pulled down otLer;;; blit all thole built within thefe few 1afr years are 

?f fr~ne or >i.c~: and 1 ave a neat appearance. The town is improving 
111 pomt of LJUllOi'ig3; the ftreets arc hroad an] frraight, and the foot
paths are fhaded by t!ces, planttd in front of the houfes.. 

Little 
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This town has little or no trade, and fcarcely any manufachues. There 
is one, at which a conlidcrable number of coarfe hats are fabricated of 
wool, procured from Philadelphia, to which place the hats are fent for 
fale; wlth a few tan-yards, which prepare leather for the confumption of 
the town and neighbouring country. The population of Reading is do. 
timated at about two thoufand five hundred fouls, confining chiefly of 
lawyers and inn-keepers. Some new hou[es were built in the cour[e of 
Ian vear ; but no increa[c of the number of inhabitants has been ob[erved 

" 
for fevcral years. They are all either Germans, or of German defcent; 
great numbers of the inhabitants of the town and neighbouring coun
try do not underfiand a word of Englilh, and yet all the public aas, 
and all the judicial proceedings are dra Wll up and conduaed in the Eng
lith language. Hence it often happens, in the courfe of law-fuits, that 
the judges underfiand no German, and the parties, witneffes, and 
jurymen, no Englifh, which renders the coni1:ant attendance of in
terpreters necefTary, to repeat to the judges the depofition of the wit
nefTes, and to the jurymen the fumming-up of the judges. The ado. 
minifiration of jufiice is therefore extremely imperfea. l\1:.111y law
fuits, however, having no other objea than to fatisfy the hatred and 
paffion of the moment, by dragging an adverfary before the judge, 
both parties are frequently fatisfied with the fentence, of whatever 
complexion it may be. How many differences might be {ettled on 
amicable terms, but for this revengeful difpofition to proc~ed to extre
mities, which prevails in all countries, and en(ures to lawyer:! a certain 
fubfifience; or rather how many law-fuits might be accommodated, 
but for the great number of lawyers and courts of jufiice! L1W-fuits 

art! very frequent in Reading, and originate chiefly in debts, quarrels, 
<lnd afTaults. 

There is a printer in Reading, who publiihes a German gazette 
weekly; the price is a dollar a year. The fale extends as far as Pitt(

burg, and does not exceed one thoufand one hundred copies. Every 
one here, as well as in all other parts of America, takes an intereft in 
flate afFairs, is extremely eager to learn the news of the day, and dif
cuffes politics as well as he is able. 

E Th~re 
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There ~re three churches in Reading; one for the people called 

~akers, another for Roman Catholics, and the third for Lutherans. 
The two laft: are much frequented by Germans, in whofe native lan

guage the fermons are delivered. Everyone pays for the fupport 

of that form of worfnip, which he has chorea for himfelf, fre

quently without attending it, which is to his taO:e, to which he i; 
accuftomed, or which fome whim or other moves him to pre('~:. 

Generally fpeaking, few Clen go to church, at leaft few of the 

fidl: clafs. Religious worfhip is left cbiefly to the women, who, 

forming the leafi: bufy clafs of mankind, are the moD: afliduol1s fre
quenters of the theatres and the churches. The Lutheran church 

is much reforted to in the morning, and the Roman Catholic fer

vice in the evening. The miniO:ers, who are paid by fubfcription, 

receive about four hundred dollars per annum. Being without political 

importance, and confined to their ecclefiaftical funCtions, they are reli
gious, humane, and tolerant. If their condua were otherwife, their 

pariihioners would change them juO: as readily as withdraw their em

ployment from a ilioe-maker, who iliould make bad {hoes. Tbey live 

in perfeCt harmol!y with one another. The fermons delivered in the 

different churches are chiefly of a moral caft. Lutherans, Roman Ca

tholics, and ~akers intermarry with each other. Mr. READ, t,he 

gentleman to whom we had a letter of introduCtion, has ten children, 
two of whom only have been baptized; the reft are left to choofe 

their religion for them[elves, if they think proper, when they arrive 
at years of difcretion. 

The fortunes of tho[e, who are accounted people of property i~l 

Reading, are in general moderate. An income of eighteen hun

dred or two thoufand dollars a year is deemed large; ?nd at leafi: a 

part of fueh incomes is always earned by fome ufeful employment. \ 

Here are indeed fome gentlemen po{feffed of large property~ but then 

this has been generally obtained by commerce, or eIre accumulated in 

the tc,wn itfelf by diilionourable means, namely, by buying up, at a 
low price, demands againfr poor {mall proprietors, and driving them 

from their poffeffions by judicial proceedings. The number of people, 

who 
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who have made fortunes in thi::; manner, is not great; yet there cer

tainly are about three of them in the tawil, who polTefs c:lpitals amount

ing to two hundred and tift)! or three hU:ldred thoufand dollars. 
The lentiments of the inhabitants of this town and the neighbouring 

country are very good, and breathe a warm attachment to the feJeral 

government. There is no democratic foeiety. Reading fent about 

eighty volunteers on the expedition againfi: Pittihurg, forty of whom 

were equipped to ferve as cavalry. They all belonged to rich families, 

and were ell "a red in bufinefs; but either their own zeal, or the iufiu-
i:> 0 

cnee of their relatiolls, impelled them to devote themfelves to the pub-

lic good. In confequence of this public fpirit, a fociety has been 
formed at Reading, called the FIRE SOCIETY,* the members of which 

enter int,,) an obligation to keep at their common expence two fire en

gines, and each at his own expence two buckets, a baiket, and a fack, 

and to attend at the firfi alarm of fire. This fociety, which refembles 

that of Philadelphia, and many others of the f.1me defcription, which 

are \'ery common all over America, fp:lres government an expence, 
which otherwife it \vould be obliged to incur, and enfures a more {peedy 

affifiance to fufferers, than any public infiitution could pofilbly afFord. 

It will perhaps be faid, that this fociety originated from the perronat 
interefi of every individual member or fubfcriber: be it fo; for what 

elie is public fpirit, but private intere{t properly underfiood ? 
Some public buildings, fuch as a large houfe for the different officers 

of the COUIlty, and the archives, a prifon, and a feiIions houfe, have been 

very lately Luilt at the expellce of the county. The taxes are very 

fmall. Of three lawyers, with whom we pafTed the greatdl: part of 

our time at Reading, not one could inform me of the exacr total a:nount 

of the taxes, but they all agreed, that they are very inconfidcrable, or 

next to nothing. The county-taxes and poor-rates, taken all together, 

may perhaps amount to about fixpellce in the pound, or a fortieth part 

of the yearly income. On particular occailons, or when public build-

* The dl:abliiilmem of a company fur infurance from lo[s by fire, may be expcacd 
to follow next, ill the progrefs of improvements at R<:ading.-TraJ:!latQr. 

E Z 109:. 
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ings are to be ereCted, they are doubtlefs higher, but never fo high a'S

to take from a rich man more than twelve dollars a year. 
There are weekly two market days in Reading, and the market is 

well fupplied with provifion. In fllch di-firiCls as lie near the market, 

the price of building-ground, two hundred feet in depth, is twenty
five dollars per foot; in lefs populous parts of the town only ten dol
lars. The rent for large convenient hou(es, at fame difiance from the 

town, amounts to one hundred and fifty dollars. The price of land is 

about twenty-two doItars an acre, and near the town from thirty-two 
to thirty-fix dollars. Meadows near the town cofi one hundred and 
fifty dollars. A great number of them belong to the £unily of Penn 
in right of purchafe; for it is well known, that all lands and tene

ments, which this family held in fee, were redeemed by the fiat~, on 
granting indemnification more or lefs adequate to their value. 

The Schuylkill does not flow through the town, but at a difiance of 
about five thoufand paces. A projeCl is formed for extending the town 
to the bank of the river, and it will certainly be carried into effeCt, as 
{oon as the canal, which is to join the Schuylkill with the Sufquehan
nah, ihall be finiilied, a part of which is already completed. Reading 
will then become a confiderable fiaple for inland traffic. A tolerably ex
tenfive corn-trade is already carried on here. In winter, when the na
vigation is obfirllCled by ice, the neighbouring farmers, who happen to 

be in want of money, bring their corn to town. The wealthy inhabi
tants buy it at a low price, lay it up in granaries, and fend it to Phila
delphia as {oon as the river is navigable, as it is, in general, for vef

fels of one hundred or two hundred tons burthen, except when it is 
frozen. 

The banks of the Schuylkill are exquifitely beautiful near Reading, 
indeed more fo than in any other part of its cOl1rfe. On the fide oppofite 

to the town arifes a range of richly cultivated hills, covered with as 

many houfes as can be expeCled in thh; country. Bey<!md thefe heights 

are mountains of more contiderable elevation: and beyond thefe are 

feen the lofty fummits of the Blue Mountains. The whole form a 

profpeCl: 
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profpeCt at once plealing and fublime. A great number of brooks run 
into "the Schuylkill, and turn many paper, faw, plafl:er, and oil-ll;ills in 
the vicinity of Reading. The inhabitallts of the town are temperate, 
indufl:riotls and prudent people. A traderman clears as much money 
in a few years, as enables him to buy a plantation in the back COUIl
try, where he either fettles himfclf, or fends one of his children. Per
fons who quit Reading and its vicinity gener:llly retire to the country 
around Sunbury and Northumberland. Some poor Germans from time 
to time arrive here from Europe, get rich, purcha[e a plantation, and 

retire. 
They marry here very young. Few women remain unmarried be

yond the age of twenty years: and marriages are very fruitful. The 
mortality among children is, upon an average, much lefs here than 
in Philadelphia. The country is healthful. Perfons grey with age are 
numerous, and epidemical difeafes rarely break out. Living is cheaper 
here, by one half, than in Philadelphia. 

We had letters to MefTrs. Read and BRIDLE, and cannot fpeak with 
fufficient praife of the handfome reception we experienced from thefe 
gentlemen. They anfwered all our queftions with a degree of patience 
as obliging on their part, as it was advantageous to us. The day we 
Hopped at Reading was fpent at Mr. Bridle's-, where we found Mr. 
Read, Judge RUSH, brother to DoCtor RUSH of Philadelphia, and Pre
iident of the diftriCt, General ROVER, who, during the laft war, ferved 
conftantly under La FAYETTE, and holds now the place of Regifirar, 
Mr. ECKARD, an aCtuary, and Mr. EVANS, who is a lawyt:r as well as 
Meifrs. Read and Bridle. The converfation was pleafant enough. It 
confiantly turned upon the political fituation of Europe, of which every 
OIle will talk, and which is rightly undedl:ood by none. But it is the 
topic of the day, to the difcuilion of which we muft fubmit. Exctd
lent principles of government, a warm attachment to France, abhor
rence of the crimes which have been committed, and fervent willies 
for her welfare, formed the prominent features of the cOllverfation. 

Several very acute and judicious obfervations 011 thf; fubjeCl: of England 
were 
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were made, which diJ not befpeak great partiality for that country. 
The gentlemen fpoke \vith ellthutiafm of W ASIlINGTO~, with gratitujc 
and efieem of La Fayette, and, in iliort, difplayed the mofi laudable 
feelings. During a walk we met fome ladies, who, to judge from the 
manner in which their attenGants conduCted themfelves, mufi be of 

very EttIe importance in fociety. Mr. Bridle, who, without faying 
a word, gave us tca in the evening, feemed fcarcely to have eaten his 

dinner. 
The civility of 0ur friends in Reading was not confined to a kind re

ception; they alfo ot-E:reJ us letters to gentlemen at Lancafier, and in 
other places on our road, \V hich, though we were already provided with 
a tolerable number, we accepted with the fame fatisfaCtion as they were 

offered. 
One of thefe letters procured me an introduCtion into the farm of 

Angelico. I was deGrous of being more accurately acquainted with 
the fiate of agriculture and huibandry about Reading, which, in Phila
delphia, had been pointed out to me as the mofi perfect in all Penn(yl
,Tania, and I therefore wi!hed to converfe with one of the beft informed 

farmers; Mr. Ev ANS had been named to me as fuch. He fuperintends 

and manages the farm of Angelico for Mr. NICHOLSON in Philadelphia, 
who bought it three years ag~ of Governor idIFFLIN. This farm, 
which lies three miles from Reading on the way to Lancafier, con

fifis of nine hundred acres, four hundred only of which have hither
to been cultivated, and fifty of thefe lie in pafiure. From fixty to 
feventy acres conGfi of the finefi meadows, fome of which arc fown 

with clover. They are watered at pleafure, partly by the Angelico, a 
fmall brook from which the place takes its name, and partly by a very 

copious fpring, which waters fuch parts as are not within reach of the 

Angelico. The grafs is fine, firong, and builiy, and the only care taken of 

it conGfis in a flight irrigation. The refi of the land is under the plough, 

and produces wheat, rye, buck-wheat, oats, and Indian corn, but with

out any fixed rotation of crops. The land is of the beft quality, being 

a rich clay, from twenty-four to twenty-eight inches deep. Some places 

are 



BY THE DUKE DE JJA ROCIIEFOt'CAULT UANCOCRT. 31 

are fiony; 1\lore or lefs m;:nure is Lid UpOll the foil every three 

years. From four to five [cart-lo;l(;s of dl:ng, abOtlt fifteen hundred 

",eight c ... ~'h, arc generally allotted to an acre; Lut the dun:; is far 

from bein:; ill a fiate to an(wcr the intended pmpljc. The produce 

ot the firft year, after the ground has bec:n cle:1ll.ct, j" twenty-five 

bufhels of wheat, forty bufhels of rye, forty bufheL of b~1rlc)', eighty 

buihels of oats, t,',enty-fivc buihel;; of rndi:m ccrn, per :lere. It would 

produce cO;liidcrably more, if the wood 'NCl c felled in a more careful 

manner, and the ground fomewhat deeper tilled. It is the cufiom, :ll1d 

confeguently the gcner:ll opinion, that the ground mufi not be ploughed 
deeper than four or h \'C inches. I have converfed with ;,1r. Evans on 

this fut~ecr, who cOlld not help aUO\vin;, that the above opinion iq 

erroneous. He "ia~ elltirely of my way of thinking; but it is the 

cufiom, and that bas morc weight than the clearefl: realoning. Newly 

cleared land [ol1Jdimes produces better crops after the fecond and the 

third year's tilhge, than at the firfi; and this generally happens when 

the ground has not been cleared with 1uf£ciellt care. The ufual pro
d uce of this land is tell bui11els of \\' heat, t \YC II ty of rye, t wellty of 

barley, forty of oats, and eighty of Indian corn. This difiricr has not 
futtered from certain infecrs, called /ic'c", which occaiion fometimes con

fiderable mifchief to the crops; nor had the Hefilan fly much damag~d 
the corn here. The plough-1h::rc is of iron; it has but one broad fide 

bent towards the right. It is ill contrived, and tU;'l~S up the ground very 

imperfeclly. T\\o hor[es are able to draw the plough in a pretty ;:rong 

foil. The work of the farm is performed by five metJ, fix horfes, and 

t\\'Llve oxen. ~rr. Evans's wife and children rn,l:lage the bUhncfs of the 

hOllfe, cf a i'retty confideL1ble d,;ir)" lnd ~·f the poultry.yard, which is 

much better fiocked wil!] l~).vls than American f.'rms uillally are. The 

butter which is not confumed in the houfe, is fent in winter to Phila

delphia; but in fummel' they make good chetfe, which is fold for ten

pence a pound. The corn is either fold in Philadelphia or Reading. 

Mr. Evans fattens fome oxen, but their number does not exceed eigh

teen, though he pofTeffes feventy acres of meadow land; thefe oxen, 

togethet 
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toaether with his twelve cows and fix horfes, confume aImoft all his 
.:> 

hay, for he fells very little. He keeps it in barns, and fometimes in 

fiacks made after the Engliih manner, but fa very badly, that they ge· 

nerally tumble down. Every acre of meadow, if mowed twice a year, 

yields from three to four tuns of hay, and the price of this article was 

lafi year fourteen dollars a tun. 

Mr. Evans keeps no more than forty or fifty iheep. This [mall num

ber affords an additional proof of the prejudices, which prevail in thi; 

country; "to keep many of them," Mr. Evans obferved, " would be 

the certain means of lofing them all." On my mentioning to him the 

example of England, he faid, " I know all this, but it is the cufiQ)m 
here, and a wife cufiom it is; for our neighbour, Mr. MORGAN, who 

would keep more, and had a good ihepherd from Europe, 100: them all. 

We do not wiih for more than are neceffary to fupply us with wool for 

our own cloathing, and that of our people, and on that account keep no 
more." 

The fiate of agriculture is here exactly the fame as in the remoteO: 

provinces of France. Prejudices, maxims handed down from father to 

[on, ufages, ignorance, and confequently obfiinacy, govern every thing. 

The iheep are tolerably good, and yield excellent wool. Before I [1 \V 

them, I aiked the ihepherd, whether the wool was {hart or long? he 

anfwered, " that it grew longer towards the time of ihearing it." I 
explained to him the meaning of the terms, long and ihort wool, the 

difference between the iheep wb,ich produce it, the different purpofes 

they are fit for in the manufactories, and, confequently, the reafoos 

why, in different parts of England, one fort of iheep is kept in pre

ference to another. He lifiened to me, and replied, "of all this we 

know nothing here." It is the cufiom not to keep a ram upon the 

farm; they enquire where a good one may be found, and either hire 

him or fend the ewes to him. Mr. Evans fattens his oxen with hay, 

and flour of Indian corn, of which he allots to each, twice a day, fix 

quarts, or fix-iixteenths of a bulhel: his oxen are tolerably good, but 
not remarkably fo. In my prefence he fold [eventeen, which were all 

he 
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he had at that time, and among which was an old bull 2nd a l1ue cow. 

For thefe he received nille hundred and fix dollars; the cow alone cofl 

forty-tvvo; fhe was three years old, large fizeJ, of a good fort, and \n

bought for breeding in another part of the country. 

Turnips for feeding cattle are cultivated only in gardens like pot

herbs, to the extent of a quarter or half an acre. The cultivation 

of cabbages and turnips ill the field,; is unknown. Potatoes a1(,": 

planted in great abundance. The art of getting good dllng is a5 littic~ 
knowll here as all other branches of agriculture, which require the lea a 
judgment. There is no hole in the farm-yard to collea the dung; no

thillg is done to improve it by the urine from the different fiables, or 

to prevent the rain from waihing away its {hcngth; it lies in the farm

yard in large heaps, does not rot, but is entirely dried up. 

In other refpe8:s this is one of the findt ei1ates that can be defired. 

The foil, the iituation, and every thing confidered, ICJ.ve nothing to 

wifh for but a more ikilful cultivation, of which it is as capable as any 

other fpot in the world. In point of profpett and pitturefque elred, its 

fituation is charming, being ill a large, delightful valley, which is well 
watered, and furrounded by a multitude of the mofi pleafant hills, 

partly cultivated, and partly covered with wood. 

A faw-mill forms a part of this ei1ate; it is coni1antlyemployed 

either for the ufe of the efiate, for the polTeITo r • or the public. The 

price of labour is three fhillings for one hundred feet of plank. The 

mill has but one faw, though there is a fufficient quantity of water 

for at leaH three. This water, which can be ditpofed of at plea(ure, 

might very conveniently turn feveral other mills, and thus encrea[e both 

the value of the efiate, alJd the indufiry of the country; as the pro

duce is fure to meet with a ready fale either in Philadelphia or Reading. 

The fences and farm-buildings, which Governor l\liffiin left in very baJ 
condition, are now repairing, and will foon be in very good order. 

Mr. Nicholfon pays Mr. Evans, \\' ho accounts to him for the out

goings and expenditure, but who h;;s not yet remitted him ,my money. 

He intends, undoubtedly, by this management, to put the efiate into a 
F good 



TR.\ YELS l~ NORTH A~IERICA, 

sooJ condition, and to raife its value beyond that which landed property 

has hitherto acquired in America. At this time a bufhel of wheat fells 

for fifteen fhillinrrs, Indian corn for three thillings, and oats for five thil-o _ 

liners. Labourers are eaGly procured here in fufficient number for all 
o . 

the purpofesof agriculture. From the account I have given of thiS 

cl1.;~e, it is evident, that its value would be very confiderable, if it were 

better managed. 
The five hundred acres, which lie uncultivated, fupply the neceffary 

timber for repairing the houfe and out-buildings, and alfo wood for 

fuel; which, as I have already mentioned, is fold at Reading from 

t:Hee :md a half, to four and a half dollars per cord, according to the 

quality of the wood. The expenee for felling, cutting it, and car

rying it to Reading, amounts to one dollar two-thirds. Mr. Evans 

is of opinion, that this traCt of land thould neither be cultivated, nor 

the wood fold for fuel, becaufe the trees, if fuffered to grow, encreafe 

the value of the twd far beyond what it can be worth, if applied to 

allY other ufe. I klli".\' not how far he may be right. To form a cor

reCt opinion on this fubjeCt, it wOllld be neceffary to traverfe the wood, 

to be acquainted \vith the wants and cutloms of the country; and be

fides, it is well kllO\\Il, that in France, where the management of woods 

is finglllarly well underfiood, the rearing of trees is deemed one of the 
mofi difficult arts. 

My friend, ~1r. Guillemard, who is more fond of his bed, and lef& 

partial to farms, than I am, fllfiered me to leave Reading fome hours 

before Lim; he overtook me at Angelico, and thence we entered 

upon our journey to Lwcafier. There is 110 public conveyance yet 

efiablifhed by the fiate between Lancafier and Reading, though thefe 

are both confiderable towns. The fiage-coach goes from Reading to 

Harriiburg, fituate on the Sufquehannah, and on the road to Pittfburg. 

Another ilage.coach goes from Harrifburg to Lancafier, which forms 

a circuit of eighty miles; though, by the direCt road, the difiance is 
only thirty-one miles. There is, indeed, a pofi, which goes twice a 
week from Bethlem to Lancafier, and paffes through Reading, but it; 

of 
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of no ure to travellers. This poft, which makes a journey of eighty 

miles, frequently arrives without brin6ing one fingle letter; every thing 

evinces, that the COUIM:, is yet in an infant fiate, but i11ews, at the fame 

time, that it is proceedin:;, by large and rapid firides, to a fiate of COll

iiderable firength. 

The country between Re:1ding and I.,:1l1cafier abounJs with moun

tains and vallie:>. The former are not high, but run in ranges. The 

vallics are chearful, well watered, abound with fine m."dows, ~1l1d are 

tolerably well inhabited. Almofi all the inhabitants are Germans, or, 

at -lea a, of German defcent. The greatefi part fpeak no other language 

than German. The houfes are {mall, and kept 1ll very bad order; the 

barns are large, and in very good repair. The general appearance of 

the country, which is very rich and pleafant, refembles that near the 

Voghefian Mountains, except that here the mountains are not fo high. 

\Ve continually meet with brooks or creeks, with numerous mills 

and a luxuriant verdure. The road is tolerable, except in 10me places, 

where it is miry; or rough with fiones. Four miles from Lancaaer the 

hills decreafe in height, and two miles from the town they terminate 

in a plain. 

On our way we fiopped at Ephrata, where we vifited the DUNKERs, 

a fort of monks well known in :\merica by the folitary life they lead, 

though their number is but fmall. \Ve had a letter to Father l\TTLI.ER, 

the Dean of the fociety. The houfe, which is built of a vcry indiffer

ent fort of fione, and badly roofed with laths, is the refidcllce of fcver.il 
hermits, the remains of iixty, "ho formed the jociety about forty 
years ago. A few yards from this hou(c {lands the nunnery of the 

order, wbich cont.1i!ls ten f)( twelve nuns, (ul~e(!: to the tunc rules. 

The venerable Father Miller is an old man, not fl!" from eighty yc'.~r~ 

of age. His eye] Hill frarkle with a degree of fire, and his ima~iila

tion is fiilllive!> Our curio/it) led us to enquire after the in!1:itutio'l 
of the houfe, and the dcCtrines of the order. F~lther l\liller f~,ti';led 

this curiofity in a manner the molt tediouHy difr'u!c, by giving us a mi

l1ute account of every point, hnwC\cr trifling, of the do8:rillc and hif-

F '2 tory 
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tory of the Dunkers. This hifiory is a tiffue of abfurdities, like that 

(If "all monks. A ridiculous compound of ambition, and of the detire 

of infulating themfelves apart from the ftate, is common to them all. 

The Dunkers were infiituted in the fame place where they at prefent re

!ide, by one CONRAD PE YSEL, a German, \,,rho, however. foon perceived, 

<1S well as themfeves, that the life of an anchorite is neither the mofi pka

fallt, nor the moft ufeful in the world. He coHeered them into a fociety~ 
and conducted them to Pitt!burg, which, at that time, was a wild, unin

habited place. The prior, who fucceeded Peyfel, intended, according to 

fame, to fubjeB: his monks to a flricter difcipline; but, by the account 

of others, he propored to accufiom them to a wandering life; diffen

fions arofe among them, and they patTed fome years in a fiate of con

tinual difagreement; they then diiperfed, and afterwards united again 

in the fame place where they were firft efiahli01ed. The old monk 

told us, that they obferve a firict rule, and live with the utmofi fruga

lity ; and that a communion of property is obferved among them with

out the leafi fupremacy, or any other difiinction whatever; he told us, 

that he goes himfelf to church regularly at midnight. They have 

m:lde the vow of po\'crty and chafiity; there are, however, fome, who 

marry, in \V hich cafe they quit the houfe, and live with their wi\'es 

e1fe\Vhere in the country. Others leave the hou(e without marrying ;. 

bLlt thefe, Father Miller obfcrved, violate, by fo doing, the oath they 

have taken; yet they cannot be profecuted for want of a law to that 

effect. They wear a long gown made of grey cloth for the winter, and 

of white linen for the [ummer, tied round the waifl with a {hap of lea.,. 

ther. They let the beard grow, and Heep on a beuch, "until," faid 

Father Miller, "they fleep in the grave." This was his expreffion. 

The fpirit of the prefent age, and the country they inhabit, being equally 

averfe to a mona.f1:ic life, Father Miller perceives, with as much certainty 

as concern,. the impending ditTolution of his order, which has [orne oth:r 

('i'E.bJiiliments in one or two counties of Pennfylvania. As to the doc

trines of the order, they are a medley of the mofi abfurd ttnets of the 

A~labaptifis, Univerfalifts, Calvinifis, Lutherans, Jews, Methodifis, and 

Romall. 
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Roman Catholics. They hmcllt the fall of our fidl: parent, who 
would rather h:1YC for his \Vift: 3. carnal being, Eve, than let the ccldtial 

Sophia, a being thorougbly divine, bear a chilu. She would have com
municated only with the fpiritual nature of Adam; and thU5 a race 

would have been cllg;cmkr2J all pure, and without the leart corporeal 

ingredient. They lame1lt tbe illdulgencc, which God {he'·.ved in regard 
to this deGre of Adam, who aeted on this oecaGon as brutes might do. 

However, God, according to their do(trille, has merely deferred the pe
riod of this fiate of perfeCtion; it is certainly to arrive, all:.! the Dunker:; 
forefee the time, when, .Ltcr the general refurrectioll, the divine Sophi:l 
will de1cend into every olle of us. All this is to their fancy as evident. 
and clear as the Song of Solomon. vVe vvafted nearly two hours ill 
lifiening to the idle prate of the old monk, who was happy to enter

tain us on this fubjeCt, and particularly enraptured at the iJ-:a, th~,t the 
Sophia would defcend into him. 

Another monk of the [arne order, whom we met \vith, feemed to be 

lefs impreffed with this hope. He was a printer, a man of tbrty ye.1r5 
of age, who had lived thirteen years in this houfe. He told l;~, t~1~'t 

the difcipline of the order is by no means [0 firiCt, as the old monk pre

tended; tJr't they divide their earnings only if they choofe; that they 
live j u ft as they pleafe, and drink coffee and tea. He did not appear 10 
enth1..;jl:lt'ic a friend to the vow of chafiity as Father l\IilIer; and to our 

quefiiolls, \'vhether many brothers married, and whetbcr they were fup

poled to offend by fo doing, 3Ilfwcred, " that mallY did, and that, in 

his opinion, they aCted rightly; " for," faid he, " are not women truly 
charming~" Before we left Father Millcr, whore accounts the iafcr

mation of the young monk already {hewed to have great I? exaggeratui 

every thing, \\,2 had an opportunity of cOllvincing ourfelves, that he 

had misfiated even tbe particulars of their way of living; fur \":c fOlllld 

in a room, contiguous to his, a nice feather-bed, in which, he could 

not help cOl\feiIing, he Hept fometimes, and ill which, by the aIrer

tion of the young Dunker, he fleeps every night. In the church 

we. 
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we foul1c1 a place as much dillinguifhed from the reft, as that of any 

prior of a convent of benediCl:ine monks can be. Monks are every 

. where the fame men, and live by deceiving others; they are every 

whcr~ impollors: in Europe, and in America, men are the fame, when 
placed in the fame fituation. In point of furniture and out\'.'ilrd appear

ance the houfe bears a near refemblance to a capuchin convent, dif

playing every where an ofientatious poverty by half-hidden beds of 
down. \Ye did not vifit the nunnery, as we fhould have met there 
only the fame follies, and the fame naufeous filth; bcfides, the nuns, 

being old, could not in the leafi intereft our curiofity, and we knew 

already enough of thefe Dunkers. They are a good-natured fort of peo
ple, they live upon the produce of an efiate of three hundred acres, in
jure nobody, are laughed at in the country, and yet tolerably well be
loved. 

The foil between Reading and Lancafier is full of fmalllime-fiones, 

and nates, which are frequently found of a very large fize. Near 

Lancaficr the quantity of lime-fione encreafes: the whole country 

abounds with iron-mines; and the iron-works, which are very nume

rous between Bethlcm and Reading, become more firikingly [0 between 
Reading :1I1d Lancafier, though many of them do not fiand near the 
road. \Ve intended to vifit the iron-work of Mr. COLMA N, one of 
the mofi confiderable in the whole difiriB:; but finding that it was too 
much out of our rOJd, we relinquifhed the defign. All we could learn 
was, that the workmen receive from eight to ten dollari a month, betides 

board and lodginz. The founder has five fhillings per tun. The price 

of cafi-iron is thirty fhillings, and of iron in bars forty fhillings a tun. 
The high price of grain in this place is faid to have much ldfened the 
profits arifill~ from founderies. 

\\le had left the fervant, with the baggage horfe, at Readinc:, on ac

count of hi3 bJck being fore. My fricnJ Guillemard intended ~at fir!t to 

make the tOLlr from Lancafier to Harriiburg without the [ervant, an..! 

to (end him by the ilraight road to Northumberland, but Jofeph wifhed 

to 
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to j~e Lancafler. 1\1r. Guillemard's .kindllefs couIe! not refu[e him thij 

fm::!l fnour; he accordingly Lt out for Lallcafl:er fome hours after us, 

and brought the horic thitber; v.'e had Iefft'ncd his burthen, at leaf1: bj 

ei:;hty POlillds, and had fent fe\'~ral of Mr. Guillemard's effects to Phi

ladelphid. Tbe pack-C:cldle bad been mended, and yet the poor hade's 

back was wode than before. This is an accident truly cliiagreeable, 
and by no IT,eans ullimpc;L1nt; for the d:jJ:)Qiitioll of my fellow travel

ler does not allow U3 to hope afpeedy elld to our (l1[}~J illg~. \Vc muf1: 

have p.tie:lCL, a \'irtue of material nfe in all titUZlti')i]S, \\ hile on the 

contrary impatience never ferves any good purpole. 

Lallcf!l!cr, fTzc 11 tTt of j\l~r. 
\Ve reached Lancai1:er at nine o'clock at night, the u[l1al {Llpper

time. The groom arrived the next morning with the difabled horie. A 

delay in Lancaf1:er, while the cure of the hor[e was effeCted, proved the 

more unpleafant, as out of the twelve gentlemen, to whom we had 

letters of introduCtion, three only were in town. General H.\::\ D, \'I r.o 

li\'es a mile from Lancafl:er, happened to be there. \Ve accordingly 

paid him a vifit, and faw him, as well as his lady and children. But, 

by not returning our vilit, he gave us a pretty clear proof, that he was 

not very defirous of our repeating it. Mr. Bridle, though in tOWIl, was 

indifpofed ; and IvIr. T\loNTGOMER Y, to whom we had a letter ti-om Mr. 

Bridle, of Reading, was not at home, when we c:llled at his houfe. 

This concurrence of unpleafar.1t circumfl:ances led us to ~he firm deter

min:1tioll of removing at once the obitacles, which, fince our departure 

from Philadelphia, had obi1:ruc.l:ed the execution of our plan. In oc

currences of a more ferious complexion than this inciJellt, o:peri(;nce 

has convinced me, that the fuccours of tbe moment, with which irre

{olute and indolent people are 10 wdl pleafcd, far from a::.1u:l~ y cl:ar

ing the way of difficulties, merely places them at a grcat::r dif1:ance, 

but, in faCt, encreafes them. I was alio [enfibIe, that it is by far the 

bei1: and eaficft way, in all fimilar fitllations, to do without evcry thing, 

which may prove trouble{ome. 1\1y friend Guil1emard is determined, 

t9 
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to aCt upon th~ [;lme principle; and we have refolved to reduce our 
baggage to \',' h lt our three horfes can conveniently carry, and to fend 
the refi back to Philadelphia. Thus relieved from ali uneafine(s, our 
minds \y ill be more capable of receiving the new knowledge, which we 
111311 uie cnry OppOI tunity to collett. Here we gathered our informa
tion from the bndlord's family at the inn, where we had put up. 

This inll, the Swan, has been kept by Mr. SLOW thefe thirty years. 
He was a man of very coniiderable property, but, (ome time back, was 
much reduced by misfortunes; having engaged in iron-works, and other 
bufinefs, he was defrauded, and nearly ruined, and found himfelf under 
the neceility of (elling all the property he had acquired. Grief under
mined his confiitution; but his wife, poffeffed of more fortitude, (as 
women generally are) roufed his dejeCted fpirits. His honefiy had never 
been impeached, and his fituation in life, as innkeeper and member of 
the affembly of Pennfylvania, had made him known, and had obtained 
him friends, who ailifted him with money, and procured him credit. 
-One of them purchafed fifteen hundred acres of land, which he pof
feffed near Wilkiliarre, on the Su[quehallnah, and, when the bargain 
was {huck, told him, that he iliould only confider himfelf as his 
trufiee, and return the land for the fame money. His circumfiances 
improved; he has not only repaid the money for the lands near Wilkf
barre, which are again in his poifeilion, but has alfo purchafed others 
near Northumberland, ,married one of his daughters, obtained commif
:lions in t~e army for two of his fons, and thus recovered his former 
proiperit y . We had letters to him: he happened to be in Philadel
phia; but his wife and two of his fons were at home, who furniilied 
us with, perhaps, as much information, as we might have been able to 
procure, had we met with all the other perfons to whom we had let
ters of recommendation. 

Lallcafier is the largefi inland town on the continent of America. 
It frands twenty miles from the Sufquehannah, and half a mile from 

the Conawango, a large fiream, fiocked with fiih, but not naviCTable. 
This diihia was prefented to the family of Mr. WILLIAM HAOMIL-

TON 
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TON, by the Penns, their relations. The town begAn to be built ill 

1731, with a view of its being the chief of the county. The land is 
not fold by the Hamiltons, but leafed out [or a ground-rent, which 
they have raiied in proportion to the encreafed demands, and the ri
fing price of land in every place. As W. Hamilton has ftill a great 
quantity of land left about the town, he difpofes of it in the fame 
manner; and his yearly income, compofed of unredeemable rents, 
amounts at prefent to four thouGmd dollars. During the war the 
payment of thefe rents was colleCted with difficulty; 1\lr. Hamilton, 
as well as the family of Penn, belonging to the Tory party. 

The population of Lancafter confifis of about fix or feven thoufand 
fouls. - Infiead of increafing, it rather decreafes at prefent, in con fe
quence of the continual emigration of fuch inhabitants, as by their in
duftry have acquired a fufficient fortune, to purchafe lands in the lefs in
habited difiriCts of Pennfylvania, or in the moft diftant part of Mary
land, and whom the high price of land, in the county of Lancafter, 
prevents from fettling here. 

Near the town, and even at fame diftance from it, the price of lanel 
is at prefent from fifty to eighty dollars per acre. vVithin there laft 
three years, it has been more than doubled. General Hand bought, 
five years ago, the eftate on which he refides, two miles from the town', 
for twenty-five dollars per acre, and has lately refufed one hundred, 
which were offered him. Mr. Scott, fon-in-law of Mr. Slow, bought 
lately an efiate, for which he paid one hundred dollars per acre. The 
price of land has rifen nearly in the fame proportion throughout Ame
rica, at leafi in all its cultivated parts. Mr. Slow, about five years 
.ago, purchafed an eftate near Northumberland for forty ihillings per 

acre, and laft year fold it again for fifty-four fhillings. \Vith the pro
fits he purchafed a pretty little eflate, fituate half a mile from Lan

<:after, between the road and the creek. 
This eftate, which contains one hundred and ten acres, is now in 

a fine flate of cultivation. About eighteen or twenty acres lie in graf~, 
and fbrm the mofi beautiful meadows; twenty-five are covered with 

G wood, 
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wood, and the reft are under the plough. He lays from twelve to fourteen 
tuns of dung on each acre: no land lies fallow; but he entertains the 

fame prejudices as the reft of the farmers in favour of flat ridges, and 

againft fheep. His ion, in whofe company I furveyed the efiate, COll

feiTed, that the theory and praCtice which prevail in Europe do. not agree 

with the huibandry of the Americans, but he is neverthelefs zealouily 
wedded to their prejudices, and caules them to be clofely followed, not 
only on bis father's efiate, of which he has the management, but al10 
on his own near Northumberland. 

The land, in the environs of Lancafier, exceeds in fertility that in 
the neighbourilOod of Re .. ding. An acre yields, upon an average, fif
teen hufhels of wheat, and other grain in proportion. 

Every thing is much dearer in Lancafier than in Reading. Day labour
ers are paid four fhillings per day, and are eatly procured. The inhabitants 
are the (arne good natured kind of people as at Reading, and equally la

borious. In the town, as well as the neighbouring country, are a great 
number of tan-yards, and many mills, from which the flour is feat 
to Philadelphia in waggons. Returning, thefe waggons commonly 
bring merchandize, which is expedited from this place to every pa·rt of 
the back country. The road has hitherto been very bad; a turnpike
road, which is about to be made, and which will probably be com,.. 
pleted this autumn, will doubtlefs much facilitate and promote the 
communication. The mealmen feern already to familiarize themfelves 
with the idea of paying an additional toll of two· or three dollars, and 
~f providing larger wheels for their waggons. If the Sufquehannah 
:!hall be made navigable as far as Wright, an event that cannot be far 
difiant; the meal· trade will grow ftill more confiderable in this difiriCt., 
at leafi until the projeCted plan of rendering the Suatara and the Dela~ 

.ware navigab.le, by means of the Schuylkill, fhall be carried into etfetb. 
In a recently fettled and free country, it is feldom pollible to come 

at any certain refults of cakulations, relative to. trade and· cornmerce~ 
Thus the number of waggons, which are fent from Philadelphia to 

Lallcafier and the neighbouring country, with flour and other provl-

iion?> 
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fion, is not exaClly known; yet it is certain, that frequently from fe

venty to eighty waggons pars through Lancafier in a day, and it is ge

nerally believed, that Mr. WITHINS, who fome years back, at his own 

expenee, built a bridge on the road to Philadelphia, a mile from Lan

cafier, on condition of his being entitled to take a toll or pontage, 

dear.> that way every year one thoufand fix hundred and fifty dollars, 

the whole amount of the fum he laid out in confiruCting the bridge. A 
perf Oil on horfeback P3YS him two pence, and a waggon eleven pence, 

though he has a right to take eighteen pence for the latter. The gen
tlemen who have contraCted for the eon firu 8:ion of the turnpike-road, 

are authorized by government to redeem the above toll or pontage, as 

Coon as the road thall be completed. 
Though the number of houfe~ does not encreafe at Lancafier, yet 

the town gains much in outward appearance. The houfes in general are 

larger than in Reading, and eonfiruCled either of brick or fione. Rent 

is much the fame as at Reading. There are numerous quarries in the 

vicinity of the town, which yield a qttartzoJe fchiJl, that is very hard, 

yet eatily cut, but cannot be obtained in pieces of any large fize. This 
frone is (old by the rod, containing fixteen feet in length, eighteen inches 

high, and eighteen wide; the price is one doll:lr, delivered in town, 

free from expence, and a quarter of a dollar to take it out of the 

quarry. The turnpike-road has contiderably encreafed its f..le. 

The di(pofilion of the generality of the inhabitants of Lancafier is 

of the fame good cail as that of the inhabitants of Reading. There 

€xifts here, however, a democratic (ociety, but it conGfis only of twelve 

members, not five of whom ever attend the meetings. The enterprife 

againit Pittfburg, which no American mentions without con(cious 

pride, efpecially in thefe parts, where the militia bore a thare in 1t, 
has ruined the Ja-cobin clubs and focieties. The difapprob:ltion of the 

Senate, the enquiry fet on foot by the repre[entatives of the people, 

(notwithfianditlg the pFopofal of the committee, that they be repri

manded, was not carried) and efpecially the circumfiance, that the 

Preiident, w.ho is generally ·efieemed and refpet(cd, Ill)', revered to a 

G 2. degree 
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degree of enthufiafm in America, perfonally reprobated them, have com

pleted their ddhuCtion. 
The city of Lancall:er is furrounded with meadows, which are well 

watered. It gave me much fatisfatl:ion to fee a \vheel, purpofely de
figned to raite the water ueceffary for that purpofe. The town itfelf is· 
rather dull. It has more the appearance of a city than Reading; the 
houfes fiaud nearer each other, and are more numerous; broad fione 
pavements, run in front of the hou[es, and the fireets that are not 
Pilved, are at leall: covered with gravel, and kept clean. The fef
frons· houfe is a good bULlding, neat and elegant. There are two or 
three well built churches in the town. The number of places of wor
fl1ip amounts, in the whole, to feven. The Swan inn is undoubtedly 
better than any inn in Pbiladelphia; lets magnificent than the excellent 
Englifh inns, yet of very fimilar defign; none, at leafi, can be more 
cleanly. A great number of fervants are kept, and the family of the 
landlord, w ho[e manners befpeak a liberal education, are generally re
fpetted, and enjoy that confideration, which in all countries fhould be 
befiowed on honefi men, whatever their occupations, if not contrary to 
morality. Innkeepers ar~ here men of the firfi rank. How many Euro
peans would ihake their heads, were it fa ill their own countries! It is a 
general cufiom in America, to dine with the innkeeper and his family, 
and to conform to the dinner hour which he fixes .. This cufiom,. 
which, at times, proves extremely di[agreeable, is, on the contrary, very 
pleafant in this haufe, for it is impoilible to meet with a family in all 
America of fuperior breeding, or which forms a more acrreeable fo-

'-' 0 • 
ciety, than that of Mr. Slow. 

One of the two [ons, who holds a commilIion in the army, was at 
home. He ferves in one of the regiments, whicb, under the orders 
of General Wayne, ad: againfi the Indians~ and was wounded in an en
gagement lafi autumn, in which thofe people were repulfedby the 
Americans. The particulars of this war are by no means intel1efi:ing. 
The Americans fpeak of the ignorance of the Indians, in point ~f 
taa~cs, with the fame contempt that the Engli1h. expre[s for Ame~ 

ncan. 



:n: THE DUKE DE LA J~"'l'J[E["Ol'r.\tTLT LL\.XCOUHTo 45 

ncan taCtics, and the Pruffians, AuJ'trians, and French fvl' the tac
lical knuI\ ledge of the Englifl1- All that I have been able to learn 
of thefe Indians interefts n,c in their favour. The Americans are 
waging war agaioO: them, in order to drive them out of a country, 
which belongs to them; and the Americans, who inhabit the frontiers, 
are greater robbers, and more cruel than the Indians, again 0: whom it 
is alleged as a crime, that they exercife the right of retaliation. They 
are, moreover, incited by t:le Engliili againfi the Americans, and be
come thus, in their untutored {tate, viB:ims of the ambition and dif
cord of thefe two civilized nations. Captain Slow a{fured me, that, 
amollg the Indians fhin on the field of battle, many white people have 
been found, who were Englilhmen ; that many aB:ive officers on horfe
back have been feen at tht; head of the Indians, who were alfo Englifh
men, and that the Ind';.ll1 army is fupported by the Englifl1 garrifons. 
Theie affertions, h,,),\Oever, tend merely to prove the fupinenefs of the 
Americans, both in regard to the Engliili and Indians. Captain Slow 
affured me, that even in Kentucky, he never met with any land" 
which, in point of richnef~, can be compared with the foil of thofe 
parts, efpecially in the country, on the river Miami; that the ftratum 
E)f vegetative earth is from twenty to twenty-five feet thick; and that 
the fields, in which the Indians have fown maize and beans, befpeak 
a very careful cultivation, and promife the ricbefi crops, that ever 
came within his obfervation. 

Before I conclude the article of Lanc:d1:er, I mua not omit to men
tion two Frenchmen, who have fettled here from the French colonies 
in the Weft Indies. The one is a miniature painter, who fells his co:ufe 
piB:ures for three guineas each, and contrives to vend many; the other 
is a very indifferent mufician, who charges three guineas a month for 
his le{fons, and has feveral pupils. At every ftep we take in America:, 
either in towns or in the country, it becomes more and more evident, 
that <tny one may make his fortune, who will take the pains; and no
thing can afford a ftrollger proof of the truth of this remark, than a 
perfonal acquaintance with the crowd of foreigners, who enjoy the re-

putation: 
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putation of being exceedingly clever, and who are am:lfiing fortune: 

under the aufpices of this frequently ufurped title. 
In the inn, at Lancafier, I met with Mr. Brown, member of the 

congrefs for Kentucky; he was on his way to Philadelphia, where the 
congrefs meets next month. I lifted him a little refpeCting the prefent 
fiate of Kentucky. The refult of the information I obtained is, that 
the foil is every where excellent, and frequently yields, for the firfi har
vefi, from one hundred to one hundred and ten builiels of Indian corn, 
and from fifty to fifty-five builiels of wheat an acre; that the price of 
land is fix dollars per acre, of flour eleven dollars per barrels and of In
dian corn, one-fixth of a dollar per buihel; that the population, which, 
in 1790, confified d ninety thouh'Hld fouls, amounts at prefent to one 
hundred and fifty thoufand; that, in the courfe of laO: year, twenty
five thoufalld perfons fettled there; that the Indians attempt no longer 
any inroads in that part of the United States, which, though occupied 
the lafi of all, advances more rapidly towards a fiate of profperity than 
any other difiriCl: in America. 

From Lancafier we proceeded to May Town. The road from Lan
cafier to this place lies chiefly through a woody traCl: of country, which 
affumes a wilder appearance than we have hitherto feen. Cultivated 
land appears more rarely as we proceed, except a few vallies, which ilill 
lie in grafs, or are fown with Indian corn. In proportion as the difiance 
from Lancafier encreafes, houfes of brick or ilone are lefs frequently 
feen. We met with fcarcely any but log-houfes; every where we 
obferve German farms, fmall haufes, and large barns. Cows and oxen, 
which feemed tolerably good, we found grazing in the woods and near 

the road; and alfo taw, at times, fheep, but never more than eight or ten 
of them together. From their thicknefs, you would fuppofe the woods 
to be no more than thirty years old: and yet it is highly improbable, 
.that new plantations fhould have been made at a time when wood-lands 
were every where converted into tillage-ground. Thefe woods, as 

well as thofe which feern older, confifi of oak, hickory, black aih, 

acacia, chdilut, cherry and apple-trees, a few fpindle-trees, forne ce-

dars, 
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dars, and \\Teymouth-pines. \Vere it not for the known p:Htiality of 

man for whatever it is difficult to procure, it would be impoilible to ac

count for the introduCtion of the Italian poplar into America, which 
abounds in fo great a variety of beautiful trees, as may well excite the 

envy of Europe. GreJt numbers of thefe poplars, which (erve for not 
one ufeful purpofc, have been planted ill America. They border all 

the llreets in Philadelphia, and all the roads about the town. 
All the cultivated land between Lancaller and May Town is indofed 

with fences of dry \\'002, \\' hich fpoil the landfcape, and confume vail: 

quantities of timber, though ir already begins to grow dear. Sooner or 
later this ufelefs walle \\'ill certainly be regretted. 

l\lay Town is a finall village~ {ixteen miles from Lancaller, built 
on a fpot entirely without water, where either chance, or the intereft 
of a few individuals, threw together a dozen houfes, the number of 
which has not been encrea[ed {illce the origin of the efiablifhment, 

and, to all appearance, never will be. This little village is inhabit

ed entirely by Germans, who have llill remained fuch. Land in this 
neighbourhood colls twelve or thirteen dollars an acre, and is in a to~ 

lerable llate of culti.vation. 
The road from May Town to Middle TO\'O'll becomes more dreary 

and unplea(,nt as we proceed; fix miles from the former place we 
fell iu with the fuperb river Sufquehannah, on a fpot where the ra
pids proceeding from the Con a waIlgo render it unnavigable, or. at leafi, 

the navigation fo extremely dangerous, that it is attempted bllt by very 
few ve1fels. In order to free this navigation from all danger7 which is 
of the utrnofi importance both to the prefent and the future wealth 

and profperity of the country, a canal has been begun, which will run 

half a mile c.bove and below thefe rapids, and thus keeps the navigation 

OpCll at all times for ve1fels to work up or drop down the river. 

This cJnal, the undertaking of a private gentleman, to whom the llate 

of Pennfylvallia has advanced thirteen thoufand three hundred and 

thirty-three, dollars, and alfo granted leave to e1hblifll a toll, is nearly 

completed. Nothing remains to be confiruCted but the locks, yet a dif-

ference 
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Ference of opinion exifis ail to the time of its completion. \\7 e itHended 

to view the canal; but mv fellow-traveller being a little indifpofed, we 

were the more ready to give up this projeGt, as from a view of the canal 

we could not have derived any additional, or more exaGt information. 

than we had already obtained. 
The road from this place to Middle Town afTumes a wilder-and more 

romantic appearance at every fiep we advance. The forefrs and rocks 
reach down to the Sufquehannah. A great number of trees, wafhed 
loofe by the water a long time ago, lie, half rotten, along the banks 
of the river; others lie rooted up, broken, or felled in the midfr of the 

wood, without its having occurred to anyone, to ufe them for any be
neficial purpo[e; and they have been fLlffered to lie here, to be taken po(
{effion of by the firfi comer. The oppofitc b0 'lk is likewife covered 

with wood, and bounded by mountains of no confiderable height. From 

time to time we faw, throllgh vifras naturally opening among them, the 
Blue Mountains. The river is, in general, from two to three thOl~(;}nd 
fathoms broad, full of confidcrable i£lets, which are of an irregular level 
at the furface, and encreafe the width of its bed. It is full three miles 

broad, exclufi ve of an i£let in it, at the fpot where the Suatara falls into it. 

Middle Town is feated on the latter, about half a mile difiant from 

its confluence with the Sufquehannah. From the above-mentioned 

rapids of the Conawango ufually interrupting the navigation on this 
large river, Middle Town becomes the frorehoufe of all the grain, which 

is produced in the country fituate along ite upper courfe, and not COll

fumed there. From one hundred and fixty to one hundred and eighty 

thoufand bufhels of wheat are yearly bought up by the corn-dealers, 

on the fpot where it grows, conveyed to Middle Town, and depo

fited in granaries there. The millers of the furroundillg country 

ufually buy it here, grind it into flour, and fend it to Philadelphia. 

The grand projeGt of inland navigation, for the execution of which the 

government of Pennfylvania has granted a lottery, is defigned to join 

the Suatara with the Schuylkill, by means of a canal of about fixty miles 

in length, a third of which is already completed. In regard to_ that 

part, 
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part, indeed, it does not appear that the common welfare has been 
chiefly attended to by thofe, '" ho were entrufied with the management 
of this important concern. vVhen this canal lhall be finilhed, the flour, 
which is now carried to Philadelphia by land-conveyance, \\ ill be 
tranfported thither by water, with much lefs trouble and ex pence. The 
carriage amounts, at prefent, from fourteen and a half to fifteen !hit· 
lings per barrel. 

The completion of the canal is much wilhed for at l\liddle Tow:., 
as the inhabitants hope to derive from it advantages, which mufi: en
creafe in proportion as the difiritls, that fend their grain thither. 
{hall become more populous, and confequently attain a higher fiate of 
cultivation. The banks of the Suatara, as far as we have feen them. 
are truly delightful. This river, though called here but a creek, is as 
broad as the Seine near Rouen. On the northern bank, from its mouth 
up to Middle Town, fiand fome alehoufes and warehoufes to receive the 
grain, as it arrives. A little farther up fiands the mill of Mr. FREY, 

a German, advanced in years, who fettled here as a miller, about ten 
years ago. This mill, which has four courfes, is of a happy and fim
pIe confirutlion; all the operations upon the corn, as well as the meal, 
are effetled by machines, with the fole exception of the bolting, which 
is done nearly as in London, and at the Perriers', in Paris. The ma
nagement of this operation is confided to a lad, who receives the meal 
craned up in tubs, [preads it out on the loft, and difiriblltes it among 
the different meal bags. "Mr. Frey," he [aid, " is no friend of 
Evans's machine; he does not like the confirutlion." This was the 
only motive I could learn. The mill grinds for Mr. Frey himfelf 
about thirty thoufand bufhels of wheat a year; he fends the flour as 
far as Newport. Four journeymen and one apprentice do the bufinef", 
about the mill; they are all Germans; their wages are from feven to 
ten dollars per month; they teem fenCible and atlive people. l\!r. Frey 
keeps, indepetldent of the mill, which alfo grinds corn for the public; 
a thop in the city, which is about a quarter of a mile difiant. His 

H JF\l1~ 
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houfe is the only fione building in the town, which contains about 

thirty houfes built with wood. 
From its fituation and trade, Middle Town ihould be the chief tOWt1 

of the county; but, in this cafe, Mr. Frey would have been obliged to 
facrifice about three or four ground ihares for the ereClioll of public 
buildings, which he did not choofe to do, thollgh he pofTefTcs a great 
many ihares. H:uriiliurg is therefore become the chief to'wn of the 
county. The inhabitants of Middle Town and the neighbouring coun
try, we may eafily conceive, are highly difpleafcd with old Mr. Frey, 
lor having thus negleCted the interefis of the town; but he laughs at 
them, becaufe he is rich, and grows daily richer, by felling them his 

decayed fiores. 
The price of land is here from twe'\nty-feven to thirty dollars: A 

day labourer gets three ihillings and nine pence per day, and beef fells 
at five pence per pound. The inn, where we took up our quarters, is 
good; but on our going to refi, a firanger entered our bed-room, ac
cording to American cufiom, to go to bed, and we were told, that we 
might think ourfelves extremely fortunate, that we were not obliged 
to !hare one of our beds with him. 

Middle Town is difiant twenty-feven miles from Lancafier. Three. 
Frenchmen have fettled in this fmall place. One is a goldfmith and watch
maker, and is Gid to have mnch buiinefs; another is a phyiician, and 
earns likewife his fubfifience; the calling of the thin.l I have not been 
able to learn; he probably aflifis the other rWO .in confuming their earn
i~lgS. vVe have experienced here a fcorching heat,.and frequently twC) 
thunder-frorms in one day; the falling of rain al\vay3 encreafesthe.. 
Aeat; 

lVedJlejday, the 13th of May~ 

Mr. HARRIS, lord of the manor on which Harriiburg fiands., avaikd 

himfe1f of Mr. Frey's error, to procure his town the advantages, that 
the former negleCted. No fooner was it in contemplation, . to form 

the tract of country, feparated frem Lancafier, into a difiinCt county, 

thatl 
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than he oA-ered'"to the government ofPennfylvania, to facrifice not only 

a toll 011 the Sufquehannah, of which he was poffelfed, and the profits 

of which he lawfully enjoyed, but alfo fcveral thoufand acres of land. 
in and about the town, refervwg to himfelf only twenty ground {hares. 

This offer induced the government of Pennf)'lvania, to make this the 
chief town of the county, though it has neither an anchoring place for 

the fhip3, that fail up and down the river, nor can afford them the 
fmJlldl: fhc1ter. The ne"v county obtained the name of Dauphin. 
The firil: houfes were built here in 1785 ; and their number at prefent 
amounts to three hundred. The formation of this town Qeing of a 
more recent date than that of any other, the buildings were, from the 
very firil:, of a better conil:ruCtioll than any where elfe; and fuch as 

were not originally good houfes, hav~ fince been rebuilt. Very few 

log-boufes are, therefore, to be found in Harriiburg: but, Oli. the con
trary, many [ubfiantial and handfome edifices; and though this town 

is fmaller, and of later efiablifhment than Reading and many other 

places, yet it is more compaCt, and has a much better appearance. A 
malignant epidemic fever has made the [1me havoc ill Harrifburg, as the 
yellow fever did in Philadelphia, and for a whole twelvemonth checked 

the progrefs of building. As the fever did not return lail: year, howcrer, 

building is again going on; but the prejudice of the town being infalu
brious l1ill remains, whether it be really (0, or, as the inhabitants affirm, 
merely a fcandalolls report, propagated by the jealou(v of the neigh

bouring towns. The unhealthinefs of the place being imputed to the 

fiagnation of fome water, which was made to turn a mill, it was propofed 

to the miller, to throw down the dam, and an indemnification was offer

ed him. He demanded, lail: year, four thollfand dollars; but this fum 

not having been raifed {oon enough, in his opinion, he this year raired 

his demand in proportion to the encreafed defire of defiroying his dam, 

and infitled on the payment of eleven thoufand dollars. The inhabi

tants, enraged at this exorbitant demand, and, at the fame time, ear

nefily wifhing for the demolition of the dam, unanimoufly relolved to 

dellroy it, and appointed a commiHion, to award a jllfi indemnification 

fl ~ to 



-
TRAVELS l~ NORTH ,UfEI~[CA, 

to the miller, which has been determined at the fum he tid! demanded. 

All the inhabitants fcem to have concurred in this proceeding, which, 

though not to be applauded, is lefs cenfurable, on account of the mil

ler's enormous rapacity. The unallimity, with which this tran(acrioll 

was accompli/hed, enfures its impunity; and the miller will be cautious 

of entering upon a profeclltion, as the grand jury would certainly throw 
out his bill. He has no one to blame but himfelf for the defiruClion of 

his dam; ana the public opinion, which, by a more prudent COndlla, he 

might lafi year have engaged in his favour, is now decidedly againfi him. 

Yet with many of the demolifhers themfelves it remains a matter of 

doubt, whether the demolition of the dam have any way increafed the 

faillbrity of the place. 
A prifon and a feffiolls-houfe have been built at Harriiburg, and a

plan is in agitation to form an anchorage for {hips. The inhabitants 

exert their utmo11: efforts, to procure to this place all the advantages of. 

which it is fu[ceptible, and even indulge a hope, that the feat of the 

government of the fiate will be removed to their town. They form a 
central point, at leaft for the population of Pennfylvania; and are lefs 

tlill:ant from the remote wefrern parts than any other county 011 this 

tide the Sllfquehannah, and on thefe local advantages they ground their" 

hopes. It is, however, to be wi!hed, that their notion, of determin

jng the feat of the legiflature by a pair of compaffes, may be confined to· 

men who cannet influence the decifion ; and that it may be rightly un

derfiood, how much better it is for the depllties to travel one hundred 

miles further, tban to remove the feat of government from Philadel

phia, which is the moll: populous city, and the only trading town 

in Pennfylvania, and which confequently forms that point, where the 

bell: information is in unifon with the mofi important interefts. 

The public expenditure, l-lecelfary in this newly formed county? 

caufes the taxes to be fomewhat higher than in the counties of Lan

cafter and Berks; the difference may be a !hilling in the pound. Cn
lefs you chance to meet with a commifiioner of taxes, the exaCt pro
portion is not to be afccrtained, as a general ignorance on the fubjeCt 

every 
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~";cry where prevails. The taxes, however, are generally deemed very 

light, even by thofe who pay thern~ which is undoubtedly the ll:rongefl: 

proof that they are [0. 

The majority of the inhabitants of Harriiburg conGfl:s of Germ:1n5 

and lri(hmcn, firmly attachell to government, fenfible, and indu!hi

OllS. The number of inns in America is out of all proportion to that 

in Europe. This place contains no lefs than thirty-eight. It has 

twenty-five or thirty fhops, where may be found all forts of merchan

dize, procured from Philadelphia on twelve or eighteen months credit, 

and of which the !hop-keepers rapidly difpo[e at double or treble their 

prime call:. 

The price of ground-fhares in the town of Harriiburg is from one 

hundred and fifty to two hundred dollars. The land in the furround

ing country is good; its price is from thirty-two to forty-eight dollars 

an acre; day-labourers are paid here three !hillings and fix-pence a day 

with their board, or five fhillings without it. 

The Sufquehannah ncar Harriiburg is about three quarters of a mile 

in breadth: in (ummer it is frequently fordable. The navigation is 

extremely dangerous for feveral months, in cOllfequence of fome rapid 

currents, and never f;lt~~ except in fpring and autumn, when the water 

is {ufficiently high to cover the rocks, which become more numerous 

at the point where the Juniata falls into the Sufquehannah, nine miles 

above Harriiburg, and greatly encreafe the dangers of the navigation. 

The government of Pennfylvania has offered eight hundred tholl[lnd 

dollars for clearing the river of thefe rocks from the above point dow n 

to Middle Town; but hitherto no one has ventured upon this enter

prize. I entertain no doubt, however, but that this vail undertaking 

will fhortly be accompli!hed, though the fum hitherto offered may not 

be fufficient, but mufi probably be increafed. The indufl:ry and pro

{perity of Pennfylvania will, in time, overcome this, as well as many 

other difadvantages, which have heretofore been deemed inCllperable. A 

Frenchman rdides at preCent at Harriiburg, \\ bo was born in Frallce, 

but came hither from Martinico. He is a Phy(iciau, and though he 
fpeak;; 
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fpeaks but Lttle El1glifh, and has refidcd here only a few months, en

"')ys alre,:Jy cotlliJerable pr.lCt:cc. 

\\" e had a letter to General HAN:-, AH; and as we intended to :ll:op 

!l,'rc but a fcw hours, we delivered it as foon as we alighted from our 

hOI fes.General Hannah is a man of about thirty-fix or thirty-eight 

yc ars of age, and 131 j~~ldicr General of the Militia. He was a member 
of the Senate for Pennfylvania, but went out by rotation lafr autumn. 
Before he W:l5 engaged in the fervice of the frate, he was ala wyer ; 
but he has fince relinquiibed that profeffion, and has commenced far

mer. He has married a daughter of old Mr. HARRIS, the founder of 

the town, and appears to be an upright, worthy charaCter. Not being 
prepared to give us a dinner, as we came unexpeCtedlv, he offered to 

attend us to our evening quarters, feven miles from this town, as fome 
token of refpect for the letter of introduCtion which we brought him. 

As our horfes wanted iboeing, we were obliged to make him wait fome 

time, which we pafTed in the true American fryle, quaffing a hottle of 
Madeira and fmoaking fegars. The general is not fond of them, 

but prefers chewing tobacco; yet, from motives of politeneis, he 
ftnoaked with us. Being at our lodgings we propofed as 3. toaa, 
" tl,~ PRESIDENT," upon which he immediately gave, "LA FAYETTE." 

I notice this trifling circumfiance, to introduce once more the remark, 

that La Fayette is confiantly toafied next to the Prefident, which, in 
my judgment, reflects honour on America. 

\V"e took up our quarters at MAC ALISTER'S. General Hannah is 

acqtlainted with him, and being informed of my ,,,iib to collect authentic 

agricnltural information, he was defirous of introducing me to one of 

thefe gentlemen, who are mofr able to impart it. Mac Alifier is a farmer, 

and, at the [arne time, proprietor of a corn-mill, a fc1w-mill, a difrillery, 

and an inn. He is the fame on whom COOPER, in his " Account of 

A. merica," befiowsfo much praife. r..Jac Alifier is an aCtive, enterpriz

ing, indufirious, and intelligent man. About ele .. "en years ago he bought 

the ground, on wLich he has formed the feveral different efiabliibments 

of h.is illdlli1ry. Thefe are all ina thrivil~g way. His efiate confifts 

of 
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of about three hundred acres, which are PJrtly hemmed in Getwecn 

the blue and fecond DlouIlt.'lins; but, for the mofi part, are fituate all 

the blue mountains. The cnltiLi,ed ground amounts in the whole to 

one hunort'd and twenty acres, fifty of which are bid out in artificial 

meadows, and t~lirty-ilx in orchards for apple and peach-trees. The 

meadows are beautiful, and the fields in good order. He extols them 

far above all other field.; in America, but we have met with fome, c.cn 

in the vicinity of l'~eading, and in the county of L:ltIcafier, \\hich are 

beyond compariCon better than his. He afrured us, that he never bys. 
dung on any part of his land but meadows, which be a1[0 waters; and 

that his only manure for land, "hich he rows with corn or clover, con

fills in {owing it with clover three years fucceffively, and plowing down 

the clover whilfi it is in blo{fom. By his- a{fertion his hnd yields ge

nerally fixty hu!hels au acre of maize, or thirty buihels of \vheat, but 

it has not the appearance of producing fuch confiderable crops. He 

fows a larger proportion of grain than is ufual in this country; but this 

is not always a certain method ofobtainillg a rich harvei1:. His orchards 

are unCGmmonly fine; . he makes as good cyder as I have ever tafied iu. 

America. He finds labourers in abundance, and pays them at pre{ent 

three ihillings a day; becau[e, from the prefent hig!i value of corn, the. 

price of day-labour has rifen one !hilling. 

The price of the neighbouring lailds is eight dolhrs an acre if co

vered with wood, and fifty dollars if they be cleared, and in allY de

gree cultivated. He keeps no !heep, at leafi not above twenty; be .. 

caufe, as he told us, they do not yield bim fa much profit as his. mea

dows, whiclJ produce two tuns and half of hay per acre, worth twenty

five dollars. For the fame reafon he fattens no cattle. His ridges are 

as flat as thofe of other farmers, and his dung is badly managed, tbough 

he ufes a great deal on the land; he lays {ometimes tweilly' loads or 

thirty tuns of dung on an acre. His mill is a veryindifterent one in

deed; but he a{fures me, that he means foon to build a Bew 01lC', which 

w.ill greatly excel that of Mr. Frey, in l\Iiddle Town. The prefent 

mill has two courfes, which generally grind corn of his ow.n, but ;,rc 
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at times employed for the public, and are frequently fet to pulverize 
plafier of Paris, which be mixes with his feed. He informed us, that 

he arinds fifteen thoufand builiels of wheat a year 011 his own ac-o 
count; but, on comparing his mill with that of Frey, which grinds no 
more in proportion without ever fiopping, I feel inclined to doubt the ve
racity of his alTertion. He fends his meal in waggons to Philadelphia, tbe 
carriage of which amounts, at times, to feventeen fhillings per barrel. 
His filw-mill is almofi confiantly going. The logs are floated down 
the river from the upper country when the water is high; and he cuts 
them into planks, which he fells 011 the fpot; deals at fix fhillings per 
hundred, and other planks at e;~ht {billings. Thefe prices are the 
fame as at Harrifburg. His whifky alfo is fold on the fpot; and the 
grain for the difiillery he receives likewife (rom the upper country. A 
bufhel of rye yields about three gallons of 1Vhiiky; and he difrils yearly 
four thoufand gallons. He makes fpirit from his cyder too; but, 
fuch is the power of habit, that cyder-whifky. which, in Jerfey, fells 
at five {billings per gallon, while corn-whifky is worth only four and 
fixpence, cofis, in the county of Dauphin, only three fhillings and 
fixpence, and corn-whifky five fhillings. 

This important fettlement fiands all a wild, romantic fpot, at the en
trance of a narro\\r vale, covered with wood, and fituate on a rapid 
creek, that dafhes along over rocks, where decayed trees, either felled 
by the hand of man, or rooted up by the wind, are fcattered in every 
direCl:ion. The various buildings, of which the fettlement confifis, are 
of wood; they are all, with the fingle exception of the inn, 10g
houfes, more or lefs rlldely formed. The houfes of the labourers fraud 
all the Sufquehannah, and in the precinCls of Fort Hunter, which 
was ereC1:ed a long ti'me ago by the Englifh for defence againfr the in
roads of the Illdians·. Mac Alifier intends greatly to embellifh his build
ings, and confiderably to improve his eilate, particularly by the culture 
of the vine. From what he has already done, it may be fairly inferred, 
that he will aHa fucceed in his future undertakings. He is a man of 

an acute, well-informed mind, fuch as we ihould hardly expect to filld 

111 
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tli an American t:trmcr, fhut up in n1l)tmtainolls \\!ld~, Yet hi;:; lclf-ir;ve 
and \'anity keep pace ",i(h his rncrit.;, :lnd ti'cljucntly detract ti'vlll t~;,· 

btter, 11)" c;a!!~cr~ltill:: thel:1. For the i:mlc rca!;/ll lJi~ ailcrtiuns arc Bot 

to be rccci\-cd as abfulutdv certain, nor are \\c to n'ondcr a~ bejIl~ 'x-. " 
cafional1y decei\ed by ,l man, \.,ho is eonii:antly dccci\ing him1dt: 

Fi\'e or fix ran[!'l'S of heilrhts run in r:;nalkl dircdiol~,S, more or ids 
.. ....) 1 

dittant, from Harrifburg to Sunbury; round feyeral of thefe the road 
\\ inds, particularly the Blue lVIountains and Second :\ IULm~ain~, mak;tl,~ 
eln undulation along the bUI:ks of the ri\'cr, \\hile it rifes over others. 
Thefe Blue IVlountuins, ,,,hich cateh the eye, 011 openil:g an:, defcrip
tion v,h:ltcn:r of .\merica, an: like all the others, \\ ith which th:) 
are connected, a mere rid:.::e of hi~h hills, thruu~h which the Slll;,ll!C-

,--' '-- '-" 1 

hannah feems to ha\'e worked out his bcd, Their iummits have not 
that rife and fall, which is com111on to the sencrality of chains of moun
tains, but form one uninterrupted line, "ithout the leaft nriety, in 
point of eleyation. The trees, 'with which they arc all uniformly co
Ycred, may probably contribute, in {.')me mcalure, to giYC them this 
monotonous appearance. The Blue Mountains are not the highet'l:, 
over wllich the road leads; the Peter's and l\1ahangoning Mountains far 
exceed them in height, though they are much lower than the Voghdian 
Mountains. You pars them by a road, which, though ycry Hony, is yet 
tolerably good; its decli\ity, with the exception of a few placc~, is not 
"ery fteep. Thcfe mountains arc coycred \\ ith wood; ,\ hcre this has 

,been cut down, a YleW of thc Suf(1uebannah opens at timl:s, or the 

eye repofes on fome cultiyated {pots. The "hole road lies through 

one ullinterrupted foreft. Anotber road, \\ bich dOl'" not lead oyer the 
mountains, runs parallel to the ,c(Jur(c of the ri \~T. and though the 

latter road be more plca(ant, atfordin::~ a pro(pec1 of the contluence of 

the J llniata a.nd Su(quehannah, yet \\ c prcf'<:rrcJ the fonner, trom the 

\more frequent opportunities which it affords of obtaining a knowledge 
.of the country_ 

I At 
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At no great dil1ance from Mac Alit1:cr's habitation, pines are the pre ... 
yailing trees; and a great many flowers and herbs grow in this forefr, 

which are unknown in Europe. 
Honeyfuckles are found in almot1: every wood. The bloifoms are longer 

than in our gardens, but they have the fame fhape, and nearly the fame 
fragrance. The fhrub~, on which they grow, are much, lower than 
thofe reared by art; they haye longer indented leaves than the latter; 
and though I have frequently found them ncar large trees, yet I never 
faw the plants leaning for fupport towards the trunk of the tree. Trees,. 
rooted up by the wind, which in their fall have often brought others 
to the ground, continue on the fame fpot until they are rotten: they 
frequently obfrrua: the paifage, but the traveller makes a new path, 
by going round them, and this becomes the common road. 

In the progrefs of this long journey through forefrs, we faw the coun
try in its fufi frage of cultivation. We found a few frraggling houfes,. 
one or two miles difrant from each other; the greatefr number are yet 
unfinifhed. They are log-houfes, with the interfrices between the 
trunks filled up with earth. Some have been fran ding there feveral 
years, and are rather more co,,-ered. Maize is the general produce. The 
habitations frand chiefly in vallies, on a brook or creek. The new fet
tIers begin their operations by building a houfe, by felling trees, or paring 
off the bark all around the tree, about five or fix inches in breadth, by 
breaking up the ground, on which they frand, to fow a little corn, and 
by fencing the ground, thus cleared, ·with a part of the felled trees. 
The land firfr cleared is generally laid out as an orchard, one being 
annexed to every habitation. Moil: of the houfes have a mean ap
pearance; the inhabitants are badly clothed, but every thing around 
them is their own property. Land, recently cleared, is every where 
good; and the two or three acres, which have been firt1: broken up,. 
afford crops fufficiently rich to fupply fhe inhabitants till further cultiva
tion takes place. This confideration fomewhat relieves the mind, de
preiTed by the view of thefe melancholy manfions. The roads are, in 
general, better than might be expected; here and there frony, and rather 

freep, 



-(reep, but by no means dangerous. In this )J1tluni:,inolls country we have 
evcn met with good roads feHT'~.1 miles in lcng:tb. formed by the hand of 
nature, and which remain undamaged Ly the tracks of iargc waggom. 
There are places where the road appears to encroach upon the Sufque
hannah itfelf; being formed of trees thrown down \'\·ith their branclw~ 
on, and the interfrices filled up with fragments of Hone ii'om the roch, 
againfr which the road is made. The ,icws here are far Ids pic1urefque. 
and all the roads much Ids bold, and Ids pleafingly awful, than thole 
which we find in fame parts of S\yitzerland, the fublimc grandeur of 
which is above all comparifon. 

Inns are by no means numerous on tIte road we have lately travelk:d. 
Formerly there were inns at this place; but as a certain fum is annually 
paid to the fiate for a licence, and as the profits are not equal to their 
expenee, few perfons undertake fa unprofitable an employment. \\' c 
paffed one about twelve miles from Mac Alifrer's habitat.ion, which is the 
only one on this road, in a tract of conntry twenty-two miles in extent. 
All the intermediate inns have been fhut up in the courfe of this year. 

At length we arrived at an old German's, who, after having fcrved in 
Canada in the war of 1758, as a private foldier, in an Englifh regi
ment, fettled, at the conclufion of peace, on the fpot where he fiill re L 

fides; the government of Penn{ylvania having granted him the land~ 
which forms his efiate. Here he lived unmolefied until the beginning 
of the war of the revolution; when the Indians, at that time itimulated. 
and paid by England, drove him from his plantation. \Vhen peace was 
cfiablifhed, he returned hither, and now enjoys the produce of fifty acre~ 
of cultivated land, forty of which are his own property. Land in the1c 
parts is very good; its price is feven or eight dollars per acre uncleared, 
and the value of {uch as is partly cleared, is proportionate to the qua
lity of the land, and the quantity of wood remaining. The highe1t 
price is from eighteen to twenty dollars per acre. Good frabling and 
good oats were fufficient to reconcile us to the dirty hole, into which \\~ 
were ufhered, and where we {at down to a yery bad dinner. Four or five: 

I 2 girls. 
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girls, who are either daughters or fervants of the old foldiel", perform 

the bulinefs of the inn, \'.hich confiih of one room, 'where thefe people 

fleep altogether. The uncleanlinef;, frupidity, and rudenefs of the ,,,"hole 

J~llniiy. can hardly be conceived. The old foldier, in common with the 
~~'ncrality of old \Yarriors, diJI)lays in his bchayiour a ti-ankne{s and good 
nature, \\ hiGh are ever {ure to pleafe. The poor fello'w can neithel: 
write nor read; he prefents to every traveller a flate and pencil to \\Tite 
do\.vn his bills, 3S he didates to them; for there is not a lingle perfon in 
the hou{e able to difringuifh one letter from another. He complained 

of being frequently cheated by tra\-cllers, in their fumming up the arti

cles, for which they were to pay. 
We met two travellers at this inn, who, as well as our{eh-es, intended 

to go to Sunbury, but they wiilied to proceed on the journey that very 
evening. One was a hatter, whom we had feen the night before at Mac 
Alifrer's; and the other an elderly man, 'whom the landlord fryled COLO

N EL, and \ .... ho arrin:d, and left the inn, leading a mare, follo,Yed by a foaL 

The comerh'1tion, during our fray at the inn, turned on the political {(ate 
of Europe. The prevailing fentiment was hatred againft England, and 
fervent w:iilies for the welfare of France: even the old foldier, \\"ho now 
and then put in an ob{ervation, exprcficd the fame feelings. "This 

campaign will fhow," faid the hatter, " what the French are able to 
do." "I am perfuaded," obferved the colonel, ,. that if the French are 

in arms, they w-ill proye "Victorious, and conquer the whole globe; and 

it has bl'~n foretold long ago, that this conrp.left muft precede the arrivd 
of i\ntichrift, and announce the end of the worlrl." "The end. of tho 

world? Is it then fo near at hand, pray?" aiked the old foldier. 
" MoR alfuredly; before fifteen yea·rs are elapfed," " That's my opi

nion too," rejoined the hatter. Having drunk their gill of whiikey > thefe 
politicians feparated. . 

From DEBLERFF'S, which is the name of the old foldier, '.\T proceeded 
twelve miles farther to WHITE'S, ,\-here we intended to pafs the night. 

The road leads over woody mountains, but is, all the way, better than 

"\\t: 
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we (":p,",;[u1 tu find it, (!t'rn the dd~'rirtion that \\U,; ~i\Tn m", This 

road nlIl~ for a coniiderable cxtent, in a parallel diLcti< ':1 "ith the Suf~lue

hannah. \\ hich i~ ltne cnnfined bctvhell two rall:~C~ uf mountains, r,.rd,1 

interruptell by \.11ilC~, and by nnne of ,'-11) cUillidcrabk c~tcnt. Tbi~ 

1idc of the county uf 0iortlmmbcrland (for \\ c left the counry of Dau

phin fiih"Cll miles from lVIac "'.Iifter's habitatiun) di1pbys rather more 

cultiyation than the a4jacent :fide of the CUllllty- of Cumberland, 

whLTC unly once in cyery four or fi\c miL, a {lllall d\.\e]lill/ is i~"Cn, 

furroundcd with narrow tracts of cultiyatcd land. The ri HI' t;)rm~ a 
great number uf iiles, \\ hich, according to law, Lchn~ to that county, 

from which they are feparatcd by the narrowdl: arm of the iCfcam. Tilde 

iilands han?, in general, a good {oil, fo.r \o\hich rcai;>l1, the progrd; of 

cultivation is more rapid on them than any where elte. 
\Vhite is a farmer, "who came hither ii'om Irehmd about thirty yC"an 

ago, and poilci1cs at this time an dlate of one thoufa~ld one hundred acrc~, 

only one hundred and ten of which haye hitherto becn cleared. He has 

reflded here about feventeen years, and has found mCE1; to I..iJe money 

enou:=h to purchafe an ifle, at twenty-fix'dolJ:lTs per acre, iltuate UI'I'O
fite to his houfe, which ftands bet"" C'.."ll the m01ll' tdill~ and the j :nr. 

This fituation att()rds a wild profjJCCt, b~lt \vithollt oac plcaiin; featll!c' 

vVhite annually clears 1e\cral acrc~, the expencc of y,hich, (l"l:yl~ in
cluded, amounts to eight dollars per acre. The pi"iel" (,f land, in its na

tural frate,. is, in this neighbourhood, fix dollars per ,n'c; but in fllch 

tratls, ;(, are cleared (if wood" particularly in the iflcb, it is ti-clluentlj 

:{Old at forty dollars per acre. This pJantacicn of \VLitc's has no com

munication \\ith any market to.\'n. The river is the only cknnd Ly 
which he can receiYe g{J()(j;, or forward his commoditic~: ;:;ld tIl;::; is :~ 

yery uncertain channel of cmr, l"yance, at leaH fume part of tll''': year, til' 

account of its dangerous na\igation. ~ilr. '.\Thite would clill) proem;;: 

labourers, as all h,is neighbours arc poor Iriil1n1en, lLl llc,t the con1truc

tion of the canal, and the opening of the wad ncar Lancaitcr, afEm.l 

thc~ fo much employment, and at prcfent render them fcar(',". 1\11'" 
\Yhitc 
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White has already been twice a member of the lcgiflature of the {tatc 

o( Pennfyh-ania. He feems a worthy, fenfible man, and a friend of 

order; but at the fame time vcry open to the arts of ddigning men. 
He continues his inn, as he fays, " to oblige travellers," yet his bills 

fhew, that he ferves them for money, and that too at a higher rate than 
is ufual; and as he has put up no fign, the reception of travellers af

fumes the garb of hofpitality, which naturally precludes all enquiry into 

the unreafonablenefs of his charges. 
We did not fUl; 'sith his family; for what reafon, 1 know not. His 

daughter brought us our coffee as ufual. This is always taken at fup
per, which confi11:s of fmoked beef, faIt-meat, or £1ih. At thefe inm 
you fcldom meet with any thing but meat, ialt-fifh, eggs, and but. 
tcr; and this fare is certainly fufficient to fatisfy a hungry 11:omach. 

We were afked eyery where, whether we travelled with a view to buy 
lands. There is hardly a perf on in America, who has the lea11: idea· of 

gentlemen travelling with any other defign; and when we told them, 
that we travelled for no other purpofe than to gratify our curiofity, they 
thought we were fools, or, at beit, liars. All, even our Dunkers in 
Ephrata, put that quc11:ion i and, notwith11:anding their own fanClity, 

thefe holy folks would hardly believe us, when we informed them of the 
o~jeCl of our tour. 

Friday, the 15th of May, 

The road from White's to Sunbury continues much the fame, as 
from Mac Ali11:er's to White's. vVe met, however, at times, with 
more cultivated vallies, efpecially along the creek Tulpehocken, and with 

houfes better con11:ruCled and 11:anding on piClurefque fituations, which? 

with the appearance of fome :retired rocks, form ]andfcapes not un
worthy of comparifon with Switzerland. Several other traCls are now 

cleared of wood;. but from the want of labourers, and undoubtedly of 
money aIfo, the trees are more frequently barked and burnt than felled, 

which renders the profpeCl dull and gloomy. The mountains, in th~s 

part of the country, are high and rocky, yet bear no comparifon with 

the 
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the Alps or Pyrenees. Impudent and artful men are certain in An1<'~ 
rica. as indeed they are in all other parts of the globe, to live upon 
the ilupidity and ignorance of others. Of this we found a remarkable 
infiancc in the hifrory of a German, who arrived from Franckfort, three 
years ago, without a fhilling in his pocket, and who fince that time has 
travelled the country between Lancafit'r, Reading, and Northumber
land, particularly the leafi inhabited parts of thefe counties, with a col
lection of fmall phials, deceiving the people into a belief: that he is a 
phyfician; he vends medicines, bleeds, draws teeth, or fells ballads 
to fuch as do not choofe to buy his drugs. The profits of this artful 
trade have already enabled him to purchafe a horfe, which carries him, 
his commodities, and his dog; he frays with the farmers as long as they 
are willing to keep him; and feveral of them are glad to entertain him/, 
on account of his knowledge and abilities. He makes himfelf happy 
every where, is merry, fings a good fong, and appears, upon the whole, 
to be a fly, crafty fellow, who began his career as a player. I ani aware, 
that the various anecdotes, with which I prcient my readers, are not all 
equally interefiing; yet they are all requiiite to give a jufi notion of 
my tour, and to complete the delineation of the CU1t:oms and manners 
uf the country. 

The mountains, over which the road from Harrifburg to Sunbury 
leads, are all of granite, more or lefs perfect, which in fame places is 
yery fine and beautiful. All the fpecies of maple, cornel-tree, called here 
dog-tree, fumach, Weymouth pine, ic\-eral fpecics of <1111, and num
berlefs pfeudo-acacias, grow in the furrounding wO'Jlls, and are here of 
remarkable fize and beauty. 

At fome difiance from White's habitatioN we mifiook our way, and 
frruck into the old road, infiead of keeping the new one, which is 
fhorter by feven miles, and lies alon~ the banks of the Suf<luehannah. 
In confequence we crotred the mountain Mahonoy, to reach the plain, 
in which Sunbury fianc.ls. This town, which is not fo large as Har
riiliurg, and in its buildings lefs elegant and compact, is featcd on the 
lef~ bank of the Sufquehannah, about half a mile bclo\v the fpot, where 

its 
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, ' 'tl H,l'alld 1101' l)I(',a'l'll:'!:," 1'1111oint of Jj;:c the hou[es, 111< .1\ 11 L ~Il tJ, I.. l ",' i IlT ~ • I ,_' 

';(\\l'll (1(lm tLc 11'.'::rht~, n fi",.l;1e a C<111~p, L:thcr than a town. The 

{il1all ltmollndinp; j11ain i.; but indiH(:rentl.\' cultivated. and ,yithout 

trees. The 0) 'puli[e bank of the riYer i~ h:m:dcd by hi~~h mountain:', 
the NI ;ll

j
)(1'[ of v· hich is ci:l!'l:cned by numernus pine~, C::'owing on the 

I . ' 

rocks, and cunlccrueutly n'Jl likely to be cut down, to make W,l), f~lr 
cl1lti\·atiol1. The rin'r ~lliquehannah is beautiful in cycry poini: of 

vic\\', bn:::d, v. ith ]c;t'ty majeHic mountains, rifing in gradual elevation 
Ji'om it.; banks; : ct it is here lefs plcaill1J, except where t)IL ~r::'at va

riety of iiks, which it forms, and which are planted with trec.:;, [riften 
and enliven the prevailing gloom by the light that gleams through their 
branches. The Sufquchannah, near Sunbury, is more than a mile in 

breadth. 

By the moil correct information, which we \vere able to obtain, the 

inhabitants of all the counties, we have hitherto traveried, are hondt, 

induitriollS people, attached to the federal government, and to the 1<1\\5 

of the ftate. Crimilul oftcnces are rare, [orne thetts excepted, \\h;ch 

are generally committed by people, lately arri\-ed from Europe, brought 
up in ignorance and penury, and whofe morals generally improve as 

they acquire a finall property of their own. The diftcrent counties, 
through which we have paffed, have for thefe many years formed inte
gral parts of the Hate of Penn[ylvania. The limits of the lands are, 
-therefore, morc cxadlyafcertained here, than in other counties; and 

conf("[lll~lltJ.\ L\\-1uit:" arifing from the confufion of land-marks, arc 

ki~ frcljw:nt. Thdc give occafion to about a twelfth part of the cau[es 

which are tried here: outftanding debts arc the chief [ubjects of legal 

pro[ecutions. The manners of the people difplay great fimplicity, fre

'lucnLly bordering on rudenefs. I have heard it aBerted, that this appa
rent ilmplicity i~; merely a cloak for deceit and artifice, but I have made 

no ddcoveries of that kind by my own experience. Among the Ame
l'icans of e\~ry rank and defcription, there prevails lefs of apparent ci
• ilitr and politencfs than jn France, or even in England, where I have 

found 
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found both, though in a different guife: JCt we have experienced much 

good-natured, free, and engaging kindnefs, even from perfons to whom 

we had no letters of introdm.9:ion, and an univerfal readinef:3 to rc1olyc' 

our queftions, whenever they, to whom they were addrdred, were able 

to gratify our requdt. Ignorance, and confequently prejudices, are fre

quently met with, even among the higher orders of iociety: there arc 

indeed fome e~ceptions, but thde are few. Opinions on thiIlgs and pn~ 
fons are deli\'ered in a manner pofitive rather than argumentative, and 

confcquently all ~eans of free difcuffion are generally e~cll1dcd. Political 

opinions tend in general towards liberty, and are commonly otlered with 
t! franknefs, a boldnefs, and independence, which arc truly picaiin.'-',. 
The general bent of the publi.c opinion is in favour of Fr;1l1CC, and 

againft her prefent enemies. It is by no means an uncommon thing, to 

hear farmers, unconnected with the higher circles, call Robcfpierre, 

and all thofe who thared with him the fupreme power, the ban

ditti of France. The cxafperation againft England is great, fpreads 

through all ranks of fociety, and has been much increafed by the unjuft 

proceedings againft America, with which fue "YaS charged lafl year .. 
In my opinion, Mr. JA y'S negociation will hardly be able to fmother the 

glowing {park. The public opinion is chiefly guided by the univerfql 

defire of amaffing property, which, if merely difplayed in induftrious pur
[uits,and exertions to cultivate and improve the land, deferves much praifc. 

In towns, indeed, it is Ids nice, both in the manner in which it thews 

itfelt~ and the means it emp!":s to attain its end. Many of my Euro

pean countrymen <lre apt to CCBrure this national bent, which precludes 

all the finer and nobler emotions of the fonl. To this cenfure I cannot 

give my unqualified afient; and though I readily allow, that an immo

derate love of money hardens the heart, and renders it callcus to huma

nity, to civility, nay to juf1:ice itfclf, yet it does not follow, that it ihould 

be utterly incapable of a good and noble action. \Ve hayc inttancC's of 

this in Europe, where love of money i~, ;J:; l;niyer:C1.lly prc\ralcnt as in this 

country, though it conceals it1Clf more than here; either becauic it is 

ll10rccriminally refined, or meets with Ids cODYcnient opportunities of 

K b(:'il1~ 
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being pradilcd. Similar infiances occur in America. A~ain, if we con
ll(kr tllis propt'l\hty in a political point of view, ,ve ihall find, that it is 
the natlll\11 lcfult of its prcfent infant fiate; of the variegated compoh
tion of its inhabitants, who are emigrants from eyery corner of the 

globe, full of the prejudices and partialities of the country whence 
t!;cy came; of the immcnfe variety of eafy fpeculations, which croud 
around the monied men; and lafily, of the difiincrion enjoyed here by 
wealth, which exceeus that deriyed from it in other countries: for, a 

tCvv" eminent fiations excepted, which are occupied but a fhort time, 
and meritorious fen"ices rendered, which are foon forgotten by the peo
ple, there exius in this country no perfonal diftincrion. In fine, this way 
of thinking in private individuals is the mofi certain means of rendering 
the coentry itfdf mor~ profperous and important. And is not this the 
higheft advantage derived from the univeri"al interefi, which unites and 
fupports fociety, that, with the exception of a fev,,' cafes, no member 
can .enrich himfclC without promoting at the fame time the profperity 

of others? Though this obfervation more generally applies to agriculture, 
yet there exifis hardly one defcription of profperity, nay of individual 
luxury, where it does not hold good. The people of America li\"e well ; 

the foil produces all the neceiTaries of life, even in a very' filperficial 
fiate of cultivation: there are few perfons, who do not 'poiTefs more 
than they need for their own maintenance. Hence arifes the in
dolence of a great number of the inhabitants, who, having by ±i:,ur 

da)'~. labour earned a whole week's fubiifrence, idle away the remailll"l.:; 
three clays; hence their lazineis, relative to agricultural improvements, 
which would require {urns of money, and other facrifices, of the neccility 

of which they are not convinccd, being infcniiblc of the advantages to 

be derived from them. Improvements, iimilar to thofe which have al

ready been made in regard to the political organization of fociety, to 
commercial relations, navigation, and roads, v,ill certainly be effecred in 

tigricll1turc in the procefs of time. But, before they can take place, the 

land-owners mufi be more forcibly impreiTed with the neccffity of rouf

ing from their indolence, and abandoning their prejudices; and the po-

pulation 
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pulation mufr L~ incrcafed beyond ib prcfent am()unt; which will cer
tainly be done. Though all this mui1: happen in the uitlal couric of na
ture, ) ct men of abilities, and learned focieties, fuould endca\'our to dif
fufc ufcfullights by good books, by colledions of inilruc1i\"C c.\.trad.; 
from E~ropean works of ackll()\dcdgcd merit, and hy all other means 
of ini1:rucrion. For, undoubtedly, they may tim,; acccl~ratc t~K pnlod, 
'\\ 1:(11 the W:(:drlty of the above impwYelllcnts v,ill be m.)~·c ie'nGbl,;; t~Jt. 

In ;..t country like this, literary fucietics ma.\' pr()\l' l'mil1l'l1tl.\ uil:ful, if 
thc;' do not aiTume too learned an appearance, but arc animated and 
guided by the true public ipiri!, \\ hich jpok", a fimplc and perfpicuous 
language, and rC~ldil}' repeats its ini1:ruClions, untindured vvith thc \ain 
icHl1hnefs, which gencrally dicrates the profcifions of pri vaLe indl \,iduals. 

The incrcafc of the price of land is uncommonly great, it ha\'ing been 
more than doubled within the lail three or four years. Though the 
price of labour, from the high yalue of ground, which, within thde 
lall twelve months, has experienced an extraordinary rife, is higher than 
ufual; yet it feems frill the moll profitable {peculation for monietl meli 
in this country, to layout their money in land, \\hich they may k\\r" 

cleared and culti\ated untler their own eyes. Notwithihndin,C: this un
common rde of the price of land, inllanccs of its being dilpi 'lei of dt' the 
fame Fl,-T, ,,11ich prevailed fame years fince, arc not 'L,r:±':'c'luc.:t. The 
( ir(,Llllll~,;l'((''', under which thi~ happens, arc, it is true, rather ofa )_'<:'

culiar complexion, ;Tt pretty common. If, for inihincc, a per1~Jl1, tour 
,-ears a'!<J, bow!ht ei2:ht hunured al·ft'S of land, and bound himfc1f t( • 
., <.. c.. ,_-' 

pay a fourth of the purcha{e-m n l1cy at the expiratiun of four )"<:':1rs, out 

yYJS cittler too indolent to rdill: within the time a hancliomc fortunc by 
hi' hh)l:r~, or il1Cllt the proceeds of his e{(ate, which he fhould have 
l.aid ; ',\' to pay his debt; he mllfr raill: money as well as he em, and 
c',l it jl';1 h ;,' land at any pricc, without being able to infiit on th~,~ \\ l.i'.n 

::hc' ~l'~J<lctm lands fetch at this time. 
The numcr0us banks, which have lately been dbbli fhcd , il'cm tl 

bye c· 1),:riLutc.Ll not a little to the uncommon rife of the price (If b:id ; 

t"r iLl pHipnrtion ;~:: the) increafe the quantity of moncy, the) ali!) !T!d~ 
K .. til':), 
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tip1y and facilitat~ the means of fubfil1:cnce. It i~ by quickening the 
adivity of internal commerce, and incrcafing the means of converting 
property into monq, that banks raife the value of lands in fale. 

A relaxation is obfen"able among all orders of {ociety. Drunkenncfs 
is the prevailing vice, and, with few exceptions, the laurce of all other 
eds. A fpirit, or rather habit of equality, is diffidcd among this peo
ple, as tar as it pollibly can go. In {everal inns, erpecially filch as are 
fituate on lefs frequented roads, the circuml1:ance of our fen"ant not din
ing \\ it;l us at the fame table excited general al1:oni"1hment, without its 
bcfpeaking any bad intention on the part of thore ,;,'ho manite1ted it. 
Thc inhabitants exhibit to l1:rangers ihiking inl1:ances both of the ut
mo1t cleanlinefs and excelliyc nafrinefs. They are much furprifed at a 
1'efufal, to fleep with one or two other men in the fame bed, or between 
dirty ilieets, or to drink after ten other perfons out of the fame dirty 
rglafs; and they wonder no Icfs, when they fee frrangers neglect to waih 
their hands and face every morning. Whi1ky mixed with water is the 
common drink in the country: There is no fettler, however poor, 
whofe family do not drink coffee and chocolate, and cat faIt meat at 
breakfafr. At dinner comes faIt meat again, or faIt fiih and eggs; and 
at fupper, once more fait meat and coffee. This is alfo the general rule 
m 11111S. An American fits down at the table of his landlord, and lies 
down in the bed, which he finds empty, or occupied but by one perron, 
\vithout in the leafr enquiring, in the latter of thcfe cafes, who that perfon 
may be. We have hitherto fortunately efcaped a perf anal trial of thi5 
lafr American cufrom, but were very near experiencing it at White's. 

The roads are good, where the foil is fo, the road by Lancafrer ex
cepted; art has hitherto but little meddled with the roads in Pennfyl
vania. Such fpots, as are bad and muddy, are filled up with trees, 
placed near each other; when thefe fink into the ground, others are laid 
upon them. O\-cr [mall brooks, bridges are thrown~ which confifr of 
boards, placed on two beams, laid along the banks of the brook. Thefc 

boards frequently rot, and remain in this condition for months together, 
without its entering into anyone's head, to replace them with others. W (.; 

han 
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have pafled feycral fuch bridges, with great danger to our horres, from 
the bad condition of the boards. All this will be better in time; yet I 
mean tv dcfcribe things juil as they are r now. Creeks are generally 
forded. Acrofs fome, which are very deep, wooden bridges are thrown; 
\vhiL'll, howevcr, are not filCh as they fhould be: the boards, or fmall 
trces, \\ith which they are covered, are neither to good, nor fo clofe 
to each other, as might be wifhcd. 

This is a brief iketch of the phyfical and moral Hate of the country, 
which we have hitherto traverfed, drawn after thofe ob(ervations, which 
the fhortnefs of the time allowed us to make. I 1ha11 occafionally cor
rea, what on more exact information I find to be erroneous, and fupply 
,,-hat may be deficient. 

Slmday, tJze 17th if 1\[,~1'. 
On the oppofite fide of the ri\-er, a mile above Sunbury, at the ex

treme point of the Ifrhmus, formed by the two arms of the Sufqlle
hanna, frands Northumberland. Sunbury is the chief town of the 
county. But the fmall number of public buildings, ·which are necef
fary for the adminiHration ofjufrice, confritute its only advantages oyer 
Northumberland; that, on the other hand, enjoys all the benefits of a 
fine :fituation, which, in fact, is as delightful as may be conceived. The 
two arms of the river forming a right angle at the point of their con
fluence; the country expands behind it in a fcmi-circular form, rifing 
in gentle fwells of a fruitful foil, and connected \\ ith vallies and opening 
plains of frill richer ground. The banks of both arms of the ri yer are 
fufceptible of cultivation to a wide extent, on the fide ·where Northum
berland frands. Both arms are navigable, without interruption, to a 
difrance of three hundred miles, and water a fQil, which courts cultiva
tion. The number of houfes is at this time, perhaps, a fixth greater 
at Sunbury than at Northumberland, where it amounts to about one 
hundred. The firfr houfes were built in 1775; yet the inhabitants 
were driven from them in the war of the revolution, and their habita
tions defrroyed. The to wn was not rebuilt till the) car 1 785. It is 

undoubtedly 
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undoubtedl'.,- the wor[t built town V,T have hitherto fcen. All the h01l1l', 
are of w(,;d, chiefly 1c.:;-hou{es; 'two only arc built \\'ith fione. There 

is no market-place here; the town contains no inns. but three or four 

whiiky-hu\lj;~s. \V c put up in th".t which is the bea of them; and 

yet it rain~ on our beds, as well as on our hories in the 11:able. Me

thinks there is hardly any place fituate more favourably for its be

cvming a hr~';c city, than Northumberland. The flow progrcfs, hitherto 
made 1-), the town, I have heard imputed to the untoward character and 
little {en{e of the ~cntkman, , .. !Jo pofieficn thru-tourths of the ground 

on \"hieh the t(>\\"ll {bnds. He is lately dead; but had he liycd longer, 
hi~ cxii1ence \\"!)uJd have proved no impediment, that might not eaftly 

hayc been remoyed by the concurrence of fa \'ourable circumf1:ances. 

The price 1)1' land about I'':orthumberland is, at preient, from twenty 

to t\\ ~'nty-t;Jur dollars per acre, ncar the ri\'er; that fituate on the 

northern arm is frill dcarer, on account of the better quality of the {oil, 

and becau(e a greater part of the ground is already cleared there, than 

on the eaftern arm. Farther up the riYcr, land i~ {old from four to 

f,:~ dollars an acre. The quality of the loil, the vicinity of a creek, and 

lOI1~~cr or fl10rter inihlments, produce here the ia!l1t.~ yariety in the 

price ofland as in other parts. The value, which I point out, is the me

dium price. Ground-fhares in the town are, at this time, told at forty
eig:htor fifty dollars. 

The inhabitants of Northl1mberland, as \\ell as of the county at large, 
con{iH, t;)r the 111011: part, of Dutchmcn. There are rome Germans, 

flwl a fe .. v natircs; but mo11: of the inhabitants are foreigners. The 

Irifh ~r(', w:tL a t>,y exceptions, the worit of them all. Being leis in

Guttriuus than the rdt, they are con(equently poorer; and the property 
of an Irifhman is coni.hntly at the (en'ice of (nch a~ wifh to have it. 

Tile Germans :Irc more tenacious of theirs; and, for this rea(on, in 

Sunbury, and the a(~jaccnt country, where they refide in eonftderable 

numlJ:t,. c1btci are dearer than in Northumberland, though the foil is 
of an inferior qualit),. 

The i1at~ of ;'.~·riculturc in >Jurthumbcrland, and the adjacent coun

try, 
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try, is much the li!mc a,> ill aq otkr rnrts of America; hut the pro

portion of CL.lln! Lml is (n:l1kr t!lan in other count;':~ we ha\c t1'a

ycrL:J. Labourc.; Me cafd) found; tIlcr ~dC paid fix 1htl~illgs ada:, 

\\it:h\:\l~ \ldu.LL~, or t:\:'cc fhillings and nine-pence \\ith thcir entertain

ment. In t111_ Cdl:nLfY, wI1I_'re the), hire th\ i'~f'!\CS bf the month, they 

h3.\e ci~ht doll~\r~, t;I~' VVilic!l tIlC) ue ul,li.~·(~Li t,) \';')Jk t\\enty-lix <Lty-s, 

Brickl.ly.:rs' and ClljK'!lkr,' \\ :I.~~·.S are, in town, Olle (;,)ILr per clay. The 

price of tiks is four dolb;'; per thouf~il1d; and vcry g'J,J c;'lcb coft; in 
~:ortlmmberland, tv,o fllillings and fix-PCll':C, delivered free of eXl'<:l1Ce. 

The price of lime is ti'0r,.1 nine ::0 tell-pence lJCf Gufhd, of deal-I},,:'.l",l; 

five 1hillings per hundred feet, and of other boards fix fhiliing<; and fl,\:.
pence. 

As there is no market, either in ;--;orthumberland or Sunbury, the 

inhabitants li\e, for the greater part or the year, upon falted meat, un

lefs they keep fowk The farmers kill, at times, a cow; but finee an 

epidemic difeaie has carried off almoi1: all the horfcs, they have been 

oblig'ed to replace thde by oxen for the purpo(cs of agriculture, and 

confequently ufe lefs beef than before. CO'w-beef is at this time fold 

from five-pence to fi',c-pence halfpenny per pound. The higheft houfe
rent in Northumberhmu is eighty dollars; and there is but O1i',' houfe 

in the whole to\Yrl fC'f \\hich fo much is paid. It is of brick, large 
and convenient, and was but lutely {r,ld [or five ~hou[and two hundred 

dollars. t>:ery thing is (omewLat dearer at Sunbury, but the difference 

i! not a full fixth. 

The land about ::\or-;:humbcrlan:l yields ~ellerall)' fjfteen Lufhels d 

wheat per acre, when it has attained what the flrmels call a full Hate 

of cultivation. TLe proportion of othcrcrop~ is the fame 8.'; in other 

places. Indian corn i~ produced in large quantities, 'which ihews the 

ignorance and indolence of the farmers, f()r it cxhaufis the [uil; and 

though it fuppEes all the houfehold wants of a family, yet not a bufhel is 

ever exported from the place where it grows. A great advantage, which 

might be derived from it., by mixing its ftalks \vith the dung, is entirely 

neglected by the farmers. The !beep ar~ rather l0ng-legged and meagre; 
yet 
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yet the wool is good, and is fold for two fhillings and fix-pence per pound. 
But very little is fold; for in this vale of Pennfylvania, as every where 
eIfe, the farmers would be very forry indeed, if they were obliged to 

keep many iheep. 
I obferved before that the clearinO' of lands in certain well-chofen , b 

diftriCls is, in my judgment, the moft profitable ll)cculation monied 
men can enter upon in this country. The information I collected in 
Northumberland affords an additional proof of the truth of this remark. 
The expence for clearing and fcncing an acre, amonnts, upon an average, 
to thirteen dollars; and this is pretty high. The firft: crops yield gene
rally twenty bu1hels of wheat, if the ground be well cleared, the trees, 
which ftood in the middle, cut down, and the largefr well barked. Wheat 
is i()ld at this time for ten ihillings per buihel. The agreement entered 
upon with a farmer, relative to a piece of ground which has been cleared 
of wood, generally purports, that he is to haye half the produce, but 
muft alfo find the feed. The land-owner nets therefore the firft harveft 
five pounds, thc value of ten buihe1s of whcat at ten ihillings, arid con
fequently more than the expehee for clearing and fencing. If we fup
pofe the medium price of wheat' to be only £'ye ihillings and nine-pence 
per buihel, the land-owner 'obtains, nen in this cafe, the firit year, 
twenty-five per cent on the capital laid out; and yet there are many 
cafes \yhere the former efiimate falls fllort of the real proceeds, as then: 
are others where the latter is beyond them. 

The priccs rife as faft in the vicinity of Northumberland, as in other 
parts; but this country, which is uncommonly cxtcnuv€, is but thinly 
inhabited, even in fuch diftritts as are utuate neareft to Philadelphia; 
the prefent number of inhabitants does not exceed feventeen thoufand. 
The population encreafes, however, yearly, through emigration from 
the Jerfeys, from New-England, and a part of Pennfylvania. One 
hundred and thirty families, emigrants from the Jerfeys, have very 
lately fettlc'd on the branches of the ~Sufquehalmah. But the land
'marks' of the purcha{cd ground. are not always fufficiently known, nor 

the right of the fellers perfe8:ly clear; for which reMon actions, con-

ceromg 
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cerning dilimted limits, coni1itutc nearly three-fourths of the caufeo;, 

which are tried in the courts of law at Sunbury. 

The political 1cntiments of the inhabitants of :\orthumber1and are 

lefs virtuous and fteady, than of the inhaoitants of the lefs remote COUll

ti" -:, Seyeral of them took, laft year, an ach \'C part in the r:::,ol t at Pittf .. 

burg, and ftill remain in confinement, on account of that affair. A de

finiti\(: jLd~:mer.t being 1l00V daily eXT'~C1:ed in this bnfind:-, every tra

veller, efpecially if he be fuppofed to come from Philadelphia, i:i aiked 

by the interefted inhabitants, as 1uon as he ~lrri'.c3, v,b:th,'~' he brings 

any news re(pcding that judgment. \Vc were afLul, like <.11 other tra

vellers; and the qudhons, put to us on thi~ ful0cd, were concein:d in 
terms, which hy no means bcfpoke good and l()y:;~ i~ll'~iments. 

Near to Northumberland, on the nc,:,t1 :CEl arm (,i the Sufquchamnh, 

and clofe to the pqint of confluence of the t,,;o arm, of that riYcr) lies 

an iile, which contains abmlt two hundred and fifty acres of the richeft 

foil, from fifty of which the largcft trec..; h~l\'e been cut do\',n. The 

land is fit tur all the purpofcs of a~~riculture; and mi~+t be culti,-atc,l 

with equal proflt ann fdtlsfac':lion by an induftrious owner. It is the 

moR plcafant little e{(ate, \\ hich can poffibly be bOll~~'l,t by any perf on 

defirou::; of fettling in Northumberland. At pre(cnt it is the property of 

aman, r'.1Uch ady'a'1Ccd in years, who li\cs on it, in a fmall log-houfe. 

He bOl1;:,;ht it ;"b()ut fcyen years ago for one thoufand fix hundred doIL,r.', 

and yery lately refuted three thoufand three hundred, 'which \',cre orlcred 

for this in ':1(1. 

Northumberland is the rcfidence (}f Dr. Pn IESTLEY. They, who 

know \vith what rclcntlefs fury the * ;i * :+ '* * ':+c + * '* exerted all its 

influence to procure him to be harr:lifed :)y the mob, hi::; huufe in Bir

minrrham to be bumt down to the [~'r\)\llld, and himidf to be inJulted 
~ ~ 

and made ll11eafy wherever he went, will, undoubtedly, feel for the fate 

of this gentLmu.l1, who has ddcncdly obtall1cd fo much fame in the 

literary world, andwhofC perfecution, \\'l:rc hc eyen ~'l1ilty of the g!'l)lld1: 
political mifconduct, which is by no means the cafe, cannot but dCt'ply 

intereft in his f~lVour every feeling mind. This unwarrantabl<; extenfion 
, L ~ 
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of influence mu(( excite univcrfal indignation, and it needs no gift of di. 
vination to fordee, that the Englifh mob, thus fet upon their fuppofed 
enemies by the '* * * 'i' c, '* * * *, may pollibly turn, fooner or later, 
againft the infiigators. However this may be, the pcrfecution experienced 
by Dr. Priefi:ley \''>'ould hardly have driven him fa [oon to quit England, 
had he not expected to enjoy in America that high celebrity and diftinc
tion, which were promilcd him by fome flattering friends. His cele
brity was, howewr, of no long duration; the Americans are too little 
ienfiblc of the Yallle of that knowledge, by which he has acquired fo dif
tinguifhed a rank among the literati of the age. They concern them
fd \TS but 'Try little about dogmatical difcullions of the Bible, and the 
tenets of the Unitarians; and would readily give up all the experiments 
on air for one good and profitable fpeculation! The perfecuted from va
rious countries haH', in thde late years, fought an afylum among the 
Americans; fucll arrivals are, therefore, no uncommon fight to this 
people; and they han: not much time to lofe in vain civilities. Under 
thefe circumfiances, the refpect fhewn to Dr. Priefrley, who is a pro
found philofopher, an admired writer, a celebrated chemift, and a vic
tim of the Engliih miniftry, did not laft long. A few dinners, given to 
him at New York, where he landed, andat Philadelphia, to y\'hich place 
he afterwards proceeded, formed the whole train of honours which graced 
his reception. His fan, who arrived in America fome time before him, 
had bought lands, where all the Unitarians, and all the perfecuted of 
Old England, were to join and rally under the Doctor's banner. This 
1ettlement was to enjoy a difiinguiihed protection on the part of the 
American Government; and to fecure to the Doctor a name, as chief 
of the fed:, and founder of the colony. But thefe hopes have already 
yanifhed. No Englifhmen have arrived to purchafe his lands; and the 
Government of the United States, even that of Pennfylvania, did not 
confider the project of the Doctor's fettlement a~ more important than 
that of any other individual. The confrant praife of his uncommon 
merits as a natural philofopher induced his friends at Philadelphia, to 
UJlicit tor him the profefiodhip of chemiftry in the college, which they 

obtained; 
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obtained; but this place was; Cl!' bcneath the C:':l'r:datiOll of the Du\~y, 
as well as of his family; and it became neeelEli}, CHon for the pre{t~r\'a
tion of his celebrity in Europe, to withdraw from a fe'ene, wll'~lc his at
tempt of attratlin~ univerial attention had completely failed. 

He therefore removed to KorthumbcrlancL Tllf' lands, purchafed by 

his :f(m, were fituate in that county, though he had ;;clU111y rcJ()h'cd to 
relinquifh the idea of founding a co 1011)" which would han: had no co
lonitb but his 0\\ n family; ),et his removal to ~';orthumbcrland, at leaH 
had not the appearance of an intention to abandon, in fa abrupt a mall
ncr, a pr~jea which had already been announced to the world. 

As Mr. Guillemard was flightly acquainted with Young PRllSI'LE 'i, 
and InOre particularly with Mr. COOPER, who has alfo fettled in North
umberland, we were induced to prefer haltil:lg at that town, rather 
than at Sunbury, though both lay on our road; that I might gratify 
the wilh, which I entertained, to be introduced to a man 10 jufrly cele
brated. The projetl of forming the intended' fettlement in the country 
is entirely relinquifhed; Mr. Morris has generoufly taken back the 
greater part of the lands, which young Priefrley bought of him laft 
year, with all the formalities prefcribed by law. He has al[o found 
means to di[po[e of the reft, and has bought [orne land near the town, 
which he is now clearing and preparing for cultivation. The Doctor' 
has built a houfc, to which he intends removing about the end of the 
{ummer. His modes of life and drefs are nearly the fame as in Eng
land, the wig excepted, which he has laid afide. He frequently bClghs 
at the world, but in a manner which clearly appears not to be ffC:ll hi~ 

heart. :He {poke with great moderation of the political affairs of Europe. 
find in very mild exprcffions of England. He is now bufied in the ini1::i. 
tution of a college, for which fix thoufand dollars have already been fub
{cribed, and feven thoufaud acres hayc been affigned him, as a free gift. 
In this eilabliihment, of which he has drawn up a prof pectus, there is a 
prdident's place, doubtlefs intended for himfelf. JOSEPH PRIESTLEY. 
the elddl fori, {eems at prefent to be morc engaged in indufrrious pur
{uits, than in political difcuffions. He has married a young Englifh 

L 2 lady 
.'." 



76 T!lA Y.ELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 

lady, apparently of a mild and amiable difpofition, but who fpeaks very 
little in company. She, as well as her mother-in-law, feem leis to ac
commodate themfel\'es to American manners than their huibands. Mr. 
Cooper has purchafed fome hundred acres of land, which he is at prefent 
clearing of wood, and preparing for cultivation. He is undoubtedlY a 
man of parts, of a rcfrlefs mind, ill adapted to find happinefs in a retired 
rural life. In the account he wrote of America, it was certainly his d~:Ggn, 
to perfuade colonifrs to join Dr. Priefrley. In his manners, he affeCts at 
prefent a thong predilection for American cufroms; and fays, that he 
prefers his pre[ent mode of living to any other. He is fufpeCted here of 
aiming at a feat in Congrefs. In point of abilities at leafr, he would 
hold no mean rank among its members. Some Engliilimen, who lately 
arrived in America, intended to fettle in the vicinity of Northumberland. 
It appears, however, that they have abandoned that intention, difgufred 
with the fort of precedence claimed by Dr. Priefrley and his family, and 
wIth the aufrerity of their manners; though unquefrionably the Doc
tor's acquaintance and library would prove a very great accommodation 
to new fettlers; and his misfortunes and perfecutions cannot fail' to in~ 
terefr everyone in his favour. As a companion of Mr. Guillemard· I 
was received by thefe families, with as much politcnefs as their cold 
and gloomy tempers ever difplay. 

In one of our water excurfions with young Priefrley, in .the vicinity 
of Northumberland, we landed near a wooden houfe, built againfr the 
fide of a h.igh mountain, which is covered with wood and fragments of 
rocks, and feparated from the river by a tract of land, about four and 
twenty yards wide. An Engliili lady inhabits this fmall haufe, which 
would prove a highly interefring fpot, if ilie were young and handfome; 
and awake to the pleafures or the forrows of love. But~ alas! fuch ilie 
i3 not. She has three daughters, the youngefr of whom, the only one 
that refides with her, is twenty years old. This lady left England in 
confequence of her huiband's becoming a bankrupt; to;av.oid the difgrace; 
attending an event of that nature, which, however iIUlOcent the 

bankrupt may be, muft wound his own feelingsT as well as thofe of his 

family;: 
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family: and to prepare an af)lum for her hufband, after he fhall han~ 
fcttled his accounts with his creditors. Her name is DASH: her hufband 
,ya::i a banker of Bath, Colonel of the militia of his county, and en
joys the reputation of an honeft man. It is abfolutely impoffible, to dif
play more fpirit and perf eve rance, than this lady has done, ever iince the 
lettleJ on this efiate, not an inch of which was cultivated at the time 
1he pnrchafed it. It contains about one hundred acres; on which, fix: 
months ago, not a hut was to be feen, and where not a tree was felled. 
All thefe obftacles !he has furmounted. She is now building a {tone 
houie, and will, therefore, be able, withrn a twelvemonth, to receive 
her hufband in a retired and humble, yet decent habitation. The fi.tua-
60n and misfortunes of this poor lady have in fome degree injured her 
brain. But, this circum11:ance, while it increafes her loquacity, does 
not prevent her from purfuing that direct line of conduct, which !he has 
marked out for herfelf. .Two of her daughters have been well married, 
fince their arrival in America. With a fort of enthufiafm, I liftened to 
the other, who is at home, whilft fhe played on the pianoforte. She per
forms very well, is yo'_mg, pretty, unfortunate, modei1:, poffeffes no pro
perty on earth, and, in a wooden hut, plays upon one of the fineft inftru
ments, that ever came from Longman's fhop. The ftrange contraft of 
all thde circumftances might cafily obtain a young lover for Mifs Sarah 
Da!h; and this I mo:fi fi'1C'erely wifhed hu·, at my departure; but, 
young lovers are not fo eafil; to be won, in thi~ country. 

I had here another proClt how profitable a {peculation it is in this coun
try to purchafe wood-land, (:lear the ground, and render it fIt for culti
vation. Mrs. Dalh bought m~c hundred acres for two hundred and fixty
five dollars, twenty of which !he has cleared, and fown with wheat; 
including the fpot on whieh her Loufe ttands, and a fmall garden. The 
expenee for clearing the land, aIld building her \\llvdCll houie and a 
frable, amounted in the whol-: to one thoufmd and fixty-fiyc dollars. Her 

twenty acres yielded each twenty bufhcls of \\ heat, the price of which, 
this year, is ten !hillings per bufhel. She, l'11,by,: no f~!rl11er, bccaufe 
fue is herfelf on the fpot; and confequcntly the produce of the fidl: 
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year'::; harvefi from twenty a..crc~ amount to two hundred pounds, or 
£\c hundred and thirty-three d()lLr~, the moiet:' of the am,ount total of 
her expenee, the purchafe money excluded::;; , 

\Ye pailed the Saturday and Sunday in l';mt ~1tll1lberland, and pro

ceeded on Monday to \Vllkfbarre. 

'\Ioild.~I', the 18th j ~'vl,~\'. 

The road from Northumberland to Berwick, which we had been told 
was dreadful, \YC found in a much better condition, than any we have 
hitherto paffed. The road i~ dreary, VI ithout the leart variety of prof
peL'!, runs confiantly, or at lcafi generall.'-, through woods, though it 
lies parallel to the river, upon which, however, a view only opens now 
and then, and the bed of which, to the fouthward, i::i continually hedged 
in between mountains covered with fir. t 

We halted at Mr. MOXTGOMERY'S, twelve miles from ~orthurnber
land. The creek, on which his faw-mill is fituate, is the only one we 
han: hitherto feen. The land, which mofily flopes towards the ri"er, 
{eerns good. Few or no rocks are to be feen. Mr. l\1ontgomery is a fur-. 
'veyor; he docs not keep an inn, but fupplies both men and horfes with 
food and proyendcr for money. From him we learned, that the price of 
the beft land in his neighbourhood, on the banks of the river, is from 
twenty-three to twenty-eight dollars an acre; but that when whole 
cfiates, for infianee, four hundred acres of good foil, are fold, the tenth 
part of which is cleared, the price of land amounts to eight dollars per 
acre; t!1at land, whieh lies yet in wood, fetches from two to five dol
lars per acre; that the price of labour is three {hillings per day; that 
it is no cafy matter to procure labourers, becaufe the number of inhabi
tants in the neighbourhood is inconfiderable; that the colonifl:s confifr 
chiefly of Dutchmen, or their children; and, laftly, that this diftriCl has 
futlered much from an epidemical diieafc, which, two years ago, clc-

* The origin~i1 fays, the purchafe-mo~ey included, but this is either an error of the 
preE" or :[1 o\'erfight of the author.-Trai:/i'aIQr. 

t W;dl tht: exception of two or three l;rge bafms, formed by the river. 

ftroycrl 



frroyed nearly all the horfes. To judge from the fymptoms, pointed out 
by Mr. Montgomery, I never heard of any fimilar difremper in France. 
By his defcription, it is a wcaknefs, which defrroys a horfe in the courfe 
of two months. The liver is blown up by a fwelling, which extends 
into the legs, and the whole mafs of blood is entirely difcoloured. This 
dif1emper is called here the )'ellow water. 

The road to Berwick leads, for its whole length, confrantly through 
woods, and conjequently affords no profpect. There arc few habitations 
here, and thefe have a mean appearance. At fame difrance from the 
houfes, we raw a few frraggling cows and fheep. 

\Ve halted in the difrrict of Fifhing Creek, at one AnR\ ILDI MIL

LER'S, , .. ho is a farmer, and keeps an inn and a f1lOp. His efrate con-
1iils of three hundred acres, feventy of which are cleared. Hc clears 
annually about twelve or fifteen acres more, but not without confider
able trouble, as labourers are very fcarce in this difrrict; they are pai,i 
three fhillings and fixpence per day, and han; befides their board, ,yhich 
is efrimated at about one ihilling and fix pence. Here, as well as ir. all 
the other places through which we have hitherto pailed, three dollar..; 
t'cr acre are generally paid for hoeing up the roots of bullies, all {uch 
ground as is defrined for cultivation; or if day-labourers be employed 
in this work, they are paid fi\"e fhillings a day, befidc; their victuals. 
This was the firfr place, where we ufed maplc jugar, v,"hich Vie t;jund 
excellent. Abraham Miller fdls yearly about fi ~-c or fix barrels of this 
illgar. He buys it at thirteen pence per pound, and fcll, it at fifteen; 
the broy.,n moif1 {ugar of the colonies he fells at fourtu:n pence. He 

proCUlC: all the g;oods, i<Jld in his lliop, from Philadelphia; they arc 
brought in wZl~g:ons as far as Catawdfy, where they are n}ipped on tht: 

Suiquehannah, and thence com-eyed to FiOling Creek. The ag~regak 
amount of freight and carriage \\ as, formerly, one dollar per tun, but 

finee lafr ipring it has rifen to one dollar and a half. 

The price of land in the neighbourhood is from ei:c:L:t to ten dollars 
per acre, if in any degree cleared of wood, and from t","O to three dol
lars, if Hill coven:d with trees. Habitations are fcarn~ and frrae-rdi i1!!. 

LU , 

but 
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but increa(e in number nearer to Berwick. This is the chief town of the 
diilrid: it fiands on the banks of the river. The fituation is fufficiently 
agreeable, and more open than that of other places, through which we 
have lately pailed. This {:~ldl village confifis of twenty miferable 
hou(es, in which we could not find an egg for our {upper, but we pro
cured fome milk. The beds were clean, the fic,bling good, oats and 
hay excellent; and tra\'ellers on hor{eback are ufmlly contented them
felves with fcanty fare, if their hor{es be well provided for. The inn
.keeper and his wife are a young couple, who have but very lately fettled 
here. Their houfe is of \\ nud, and only half finiJ1':'d; thq poifefs, at 
prefent, eighty acres, ten of which are cleared and cultivated. The 
price of land at Berwick is twelve dollars, if the ground be already 
fomewhat cleared, and from one dollar and a half to two, if the wood 
be not yet cut down. 

The inhabitants of Berwick, as well as of the huts, we faw on this 
day's journey, are a medley of Englifhmen, Frenchmen, Germans, Fle
mings, and Scots. Mofi of the colonifis, who have lately arrived, come 
from the Jerfeys. They feem all poor, and are badly cloathed, yet their 
ihong and healthy appearance fhews, that they are well fed, and foothes 
the mind, which fympathizes in their poverty. The number of chil
dren is, in proportion to the habitations, very great indeed. Near Ovens 
we faw a fchool for young girls, which, from the fmallnefs of the hut, 
and the number of children who ran out to fee us pars, had the appear
ance of an ant-hill. Two miles below Berwick are thofe rapid cur
rents, known by the name of Nefcopeck, which greatly impede the navi
gation of the river, efpecially at low water. 

Tuifday, the 19t1z of May. 

This day proved rather unf-ortunate to us. "\Ve left Berwick at fix 
o'clock in the morning, and were unfortunately addreifed to one 'SQUIRE 
BEACH, who lives feven miles from it, and who was to point out 
to us the the befi road to Wilkfbarre. Our ill-luck would have it, 
that this 'Squire Beach is a maker of roads, and had but very lately con-

firuCled 
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fhucted a new one, "hich is fome miles fhorter than the old road. 
He ad\'ifed llS to take the former, which he afTur·':'d us was the bett. Re

lying on his afii.mll1cc, we lulh:,nl his aJvicc, but were on the very 
out(et at confiderablc pains, to find the place where \VC were to be fer

ried acrofs thc riYcr, to n;\ch the new road. The Lrry-boat, \'.hich 

'wa~ rO\ved by a man turned of fcp:nty, V,1.S too fr,nll to contain our 

four hill j;.:s; we therefore cau(cd our 1Ja!!g~t:::;c to be carric,] I)\<.:r fidl ; 

and this arrived (afe on thc appotite bank. Thc (ervant was ordered 

not to wait for us, but to proceed. On the return of the ferry-hoat, 
:r..,1r. Guillemard and I cmbarked. His mare, who is always very fpirit

cd, and ,,'ho(e m::tLlc wa~ perhi1ps heightened by the fight of the other 

horfcs on ihore, began to frir in the fin all boat, which w::s rather low 

at the fides; and in the midft of our pa£I:1ge put one of her hind-legs 
into the \\,?,te:-, which brought her whole hinder part down. The boat 

heeled to that fide, was filled with water, and would have been in
f1:antly m-erfet, but t~)r Mr. Guillemard's prefcnce of mind. He pufhed 
the horfe into the riYer, and thus faved us in the mott imminent danger 

of being dro'wned; a danger to vvhich tra\Tllers muit be frequently 
expofed in this country, from the bad confhuaion of the ferry-boats, as 
well as from the imprud~nce and un'!kilfulncf, of the ferry-men. The 

mare, Mr. Guillemard holding her fait by the bridle, fafely reached 

the fuare; and thus far eycry thing was well. But this incident wa9 

the harbinger of accidents frill more unpleafant. We could not difco

\ 1..'1' any road; fome trees, which had been felled, fhe.ved an intention, it 

is true, to make one; but \\ C [..1 \\ cn:n few of thefe. No beaten road was 

to be found; ten times already we had miffed our way. We bad to 

travel eighteen miles over felled tree5, deep moraiTes, rocks, and loofe 

itones. The girth of the baggage-horfe broke two or tl}ree times; Mr. 

Guillemard's mare, who was badly faddled, tvyice lofr her faddle on a 

itcep road, and threw her rider. She ran a.vay and fcattered part of 

her load; a brace of piitols was loft; our horfes were exhautted with 
fatigue; we were tired, faint with hunger, and unable to difcovcr any 

human habitation on the road. A few houfes ftanding at fome diftance 

M ~m 
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from it, which we vifitcd, could not fupply our wants; and, to en· 
creafe our misfortunes, it rained all day long. At length we found 
fame oats at an honeft German's, whote wife procured us alfo milk 
and eggs. Thus refre{hed, we purfucd our journey, not without feve· 
ral new accidents befalling our baggage; and at laft reached Wilkib:ure. 
My friend's horfe was lame, the [addle was broken to pieces by the ac· 
cident in the ferry-boat, a:ld our doaths were torn; but at Dr. Cowell's 
we found a good fire, a good ftable, good eggs, faIt meat (fre{h meat 
is entirely out of the quefiion) and thus, as we fmoaked our fegars, 
indulged the pleafant thought of having efcaped all there misfortunes. 

Wilkibarre fiands 011 a wide and fertile plain. The proCpea, on 
defcending the mountains by the creek of Nantikoke, is one of the 
richeft, moft extenfive, and moft delightful, we have yet feen. The 
land is in a high fiate of cultivation. \Ve were not able to obtain any 
new information, that deferves to be mentioned. 

Wilkfbarre is the chief town of the county of Luzerne. It is a fmall 
place, containing about a hundred wooden hou(es, of a much better 
appearance than thofe ill Northumberland. The town is feated on the 
Sufquehaonah, and mufi in time become conlicierable, if the country, 
which lies higher up, {hall be more generally cultivated. It is even 

now of fome importance, and has about two hundred and fifty inhabi. 
tants. The population of the whole county is efiimated at five thou
fand fouls. 

WedlleJday, the 20th of l'.,f~v. 

Mr. Guillemard's mare being lamed by our misfortunes of yefierday, 
he refolved to leave her at Wilkibarre, under the care of his fervant. 
\Ve accordingly fet out by ourfelves. A new road was propofed to us, 

which {bortens the journey twenty miles, but is untrodden. How~ver, 

having yefierday had enough of new roads, we preferred the old, though 

it was bad, and twenty miles longer. At the end of our firfi day's 

journey, we reached Huntsferry. The road \vas bad, and we were 'fe

veral times obliged to travel in foot-paths, which were hardly parr-

able. 
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able. \Ve frequently met with quarries of milt-il:one, and with fpots, 

where a path, only eighteen inches in breadth, was cut through the 

rock, or where the road was fupported by trull ks of trees, narrowed 

by falls of earth, obil:ruCl:ed by fallen trees, and led along the edges of 

a preCIpIce. We often pafTed over declivities, rendered more danger
ous by the ground being {hewed with loo[e il:ones, or fragments of 

rock. Fortunately it fo happened, that we never got more than a few 
yards out of our road; but we were obliged to enquire the way of 
everyone we met, to avoid more confiderable deviation. The dwelJing
houfes in this diil:ri8: are moft of them fo new, that the inhabitants are 
often ignorant of the names of places, which are [c?.rce two miles dif
tant; nor are they able to point out the direCl:ion and dittance, fo that 

their information beyond the next farm-houfe is 110t to be depended 
upon. There is not one inn on the whole road, but (ome private indiM 

viduals are in the habit of felling oats to travellers. They live at cer

tain diil:ances, and, being known, travellers conftantly put up at their 
houfes. The firil: day we halted at the hou[e of one HARRIS, twelve 

l 

miles from Wilkibarre, and afterwards at HARDING'S, fifteen miles far": 
ther on. Both are [lrmers; the former, a captain of the militia, is 
richer, and has been eftabliihed much longer than the latter. They are 
both very bad huibandmen; they cultivate nothing but Indian corn and 
potatoes, in a foil, which is, for the moO: part, poor, and, with fewexcep

tions, produces nothing but fpruce fir and the common birch. All the 

cultivated fields are inclo!ed with fences, which confiO: of poles of wood, 

once fplit, and and laid zig-zag upon OBe another without any il:akes; 

a manner of fencing, general in all parts of America, at the firil: clear

ing of the ground. The expence of clearing ground amollnts, in this 

difiriCl:, to ieven or eight dollars an acre. 

Five miles beyond Harding's habitation, we crafTed the river ill a very 

bad ferry-boat, and arrived at HUNT'S, an Iriihman, who fettled here 

ten years ago. vVe found in his hou!e Indian corn for our horfes, but 
neither oats nor hay, and no milk for our!elve3, nor even an egg. The 

houfe confifis of one room on the ground-floor, and of a corn-loft over 

~1 2 it 
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It. Beds were not to be had. Hunt took an old paillalTe from his 

own bed, and lent it me for the night; and on this, with my faddle
cloth, I refied comfortably. By Hunt's account, the ipot, which he 
inhabits, is very unwholefome; and 10, he fays, are the banks of the 
river in general for iome way, higher up, or lower down. His young 
and handiome wife has laboured under a heCtic fever, for thefe eight 

months. 

Th1lljda.y, the 2 Ijl if ",L~y. 

In the morning we halted at one 1\1r. GAYLOR'S, eleven lriles from 
our laft night's quarters. All the dwelling-houfes are of the (1me fort. 
We purfued our journey to Afylum by Wplu!ill~. The latter is a. 
confiderable village, feated on a creek, from \vhich it takes its name._ 

The road is the lame as yefierday~ at times even and good, often re
cently cut through the wood, or interrupted by new fettlements, the 
fences of which occatlon a circuit of near a furlong, at the end of 
which it is difficult to find the road again. 

Nearly all the plantations, which we have hitherto traverred in this
oifiriCl.:, haye been more or lefs recently formed by families, who de

rive their titles from ConneCticut. The right of property claimed by 
that fiate, in regard to thefe lands, has been declared to be unfounded, 
firfi by arbitrators in Trenton, three or four years ago, and {ince that 

by the judges of al1ize, who hold their fittings in Philadelphia. The Iail: 
fentence has excited general difcontent in tbefe parts; alld, in trmh, 

ihould it be con-firmed by the fupreme court of juftice, the natufJl 

confeguence mu11 be a general difpoffeiling of all the cultivators, who 

have fettled here by right of purchafe, or gift from the ftate of Connec
ticut, and who have fpent feveral years labour, on a foil, on which they 
efiablifhed themfelves in the mofi legal form. Sevel'al of thefe fettlers 
were, during the Iail: war, driven frorn their polTeHions by the Indians, 

who defiroyed all the buildings, and burnt the woods, as far as they 

were able, on their retreat. Thefe are indeed fufficient reafons for dif

content; and the flate of Pennfylvania, fatisfied with being reinfiated 

11\ 



ny THE DUKE DE LA ROCHEFOUCAUL'l' LIANCOURT. 85 

in its right to thefe lands, will undoubtedly leave them in the poffeffion 

of thofe families, who, bOllafide, obtained them either for money, or 
by their labour. If Pennfylvania had fold the fame lands, the {ll

preme court of judicature would doubtlefs award an indemnification in 
money. But in the United States, whofe con1l:itution is, and mu1l: be 

founded on the rights of man, and modelled by juil:ice, peaceful and in
dufirious inhabitants will never be driven from their poiTefiions, or 
expelled from their homes. The foldiers, ordered to carry fuch a (cn

tence into execution, would be too deeply affeCted; their own feelings 
would contradiCt the oath of allegiance they have taken, and humanity 
would forbid them, to co-operate in the execution of the law. The 
itatc of Pennfylvallia is too wife, and too jufi, not to smbrace, in thefe 
circumfiances, a reiolution, which is diCtated by the very principles it' 

profdTes. 

The inhabitants, who derive their titles from ConneCticut, form, 

we were told, two difiinCt claiTes, whofe rights are of a widely differ
ent complexion. Oue c1afs fettled here long before any public dilCuf-
110n of the claims of the two Hates took place; and moft of thefe had 
to rebuild their houfes, which, as has already been mentioned, were 
defhoyed during the war. The other clafs formed their [ettlements 

after the above award, {olicited by both Hatts, had been ifTued, and 
therefore were not, or, at leafi, ihould 110t have been ignorant of the 

hazard, to which they expofed themidves. Several perfons in Connec

ticut have proceeded ill this bufinefs in a manner extremely blameable~ 

efpecially one Colonel FRANKLIN, who, two years ago, decoyed fe
veral families into this country, notwithfianding the oppofition of the 

flate of Pennfylvania, and of all the friends of order, who difcouraged 

thefe unfair proceedings, and foretold to the ne\V {ettlers, that. they 

would [oon be difpoifeffed of their efiates. Mofi of the families lately 

arrived here are poor. They obtained the land gratis, and are the lefs· 

difiurbed in their prefent momentary enjoyments, by apprehenfions of 

rome future diipoiTeffion, as the charaCter of many among them is not 

of the fairefr complexion. The colonel aCted on the principle, tInt an 
. . 
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increafe of the number of colonifis would increafe the force of reCtfi. 
nnce againfi the fentence of a judicial difpoifefiion, in which, being 

himfelf a proprietor, he is perfonally concerned. This difference, in 
point of the period of poifcfiion, and of the {pecies of property, ren
ders it far more eafy to accommodate matters, than it might otherwile 
have proved; fince the difference being fettled with the landholders of 
the former c1afs, the execution of any vigorous meafure, which it may 
be llece{I:lry to adopt agOlinfi thofe of the latter, will be greatly facili

tated. 
Afylum fiands on the right b;ll)k of the Sufquehannah, which mull: 

be croifed, in order to reach this {cttlement. 1t has been only fifteen 
years efiabliihed. MefTrs. TALON and De N OAILLES, who arrived here 
from England, richer in hopes than in caih, fancied they lhould-be able 
to purchafe, cultivate, and people two hundred thoufand acres of land. 
They intereHed in their project fame planters of St. Domingo, who deap
ed from the ruins of that colony, and 'v ho had prudence enough care
fully to preferve the remains of their fortune. Meifrs. Morris and Ni
cholfoll, who poifefs immenfe tracks of land in the United States, were 

willing and ready to meet their views. Lands were chofen 011 the 
northern banks of the Sufquehannah; the price and infialments were 

regulated, and the fidl: trees felled * on the fpot, which was feleCted for 
the town. Mr. de Noailles took upon himfelf the management of the 
concerns of the company in Philadelphia. 1\lr. Talon caured the firfi 
10g-houfes to be ereCted here, and the land to be prepared for the recep
tion of the new inhabitants. But they foon di[covered, that they 

ihould be difappoillted of all the money, which they had hoped to re
ceive. l\1effrs. Morris and Nicholfon readily releafed them from this 
li.rfi difficulty, and the contraCt was refcinded. From exclufive pro
prietors of thefe lands, the above gentlemen became affociates and part

ners in trade with Meifrs. Morris and Nicholfoll, ill all the profits arifing 
from their fale, and the quantity was enlarged to a million of acres_ 

~ch of them kept about fix thou[and acres, as his private property, the 

• In December, 1"793. 
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price of which was fomewhat raifed; but more difiant periods of pay

ment were fixed. Mr. Talon was appointed agent for the company, 
with a f:1lary of three thoufand dollars. The buildings, as well as all 

other expences, were, with the confent of MefIi-s. Morris and Nichol

fon, placed to the account of the company. The ufe of the mofi con-

1iderable haufe, built by Mr. Talon, was alligned to himfelf as agellt. 

Ignorance of the language of the country, want of praCtice in buGnefs 
of this kind, avocations of a different nature, and the embarrafIinellts 

of the company, have deprived Mr. Talon of the mofi exquifite hap
pinefs, an emigrated Frenchman can pollibly enjoy, to open a peaceful 
and comfortable a('vlum for his unfortunate countrymen, to ailifi them 
in the firft moments of their fettlement, and thus to become the 

founder of a COJOllY, which would have proved as honourable to the 
name of a Frenchman, as ufeful to the unfortunate fuffercrs, whom it 

would have recei\'d. An enormous expellce, partly incurred without 

a mature confideration of the pIau, occafioned deficiencies. The com

pany was not able to fulfil its engagements. The exertions of Mr. 
Talon and his affociates were not equal to the removal of thefe diffi
culties; and it becoming evident, that the colony could not attain 
pr01perity fo quickly as Mr. Talon had expeCted, he r-:figned his fitua
tion as agent to Mr. Nicholfon, and fold him his 111are in the property 
of the company, who, having fix months before bought that of 1\lr. dt: 
Noailles alfo, is now become fole proprietor of the land. 

This is a brief f1cetch of the hifiory of Afylum. There cannot re
main a doubt, but that this eaablifhment.- the plan of which is cer

tainly the work of much ueliberation, wouid have proved more fuccefs

ful, had it been formed by degrees, and with a fufficieIlt fupply of 

ready mouey. For notwithfianding the errors committed in the exe

cution of the plan, and the adverfe incidents it has met with, Afylum 

has already attained an uncommon degree of perfeCtion, confide ring its 

infant fiate. Thirty houfes, built in this town, are inhabited by fa

milies from St. Domingo, and from France, by French artizans, and 
even by Americans. Some inns and two ihops have been efiabliihed, 

the 
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the bufinefs of which is conliderable. Several town-ihares have been 

put into very good condition; and the fidds and gardens bcsin to be pro

duCtive. A conliderable quantity of ground has been cleared, on the 
creek Loyalfock; where the company has allotted twenty-fi\7e thou

f<md acres of land, in part of a hundred thoufand acres, which the 

inhabitants of AJylum have purchafed by fubfcription. Similar agri

cLllturaloperations, which take place in almofi every town-ihare, arc 

intended to enliven, at once, all the difFe! ent parts of this large tract: ot' 
O"round. The town-ihares conlifi each of four hundred acres, from tell 
b 

to twenty of which are cleared. The owner can therefore either fettle 

there himfelf, at the cnd of the year, or entrufi it to a farmer. The 

clearing of the town-l:lareS is, at prefent, effe.::1ed by fubfcription, 

on this principle; that for every acre belonging to a fubfcriber, who 

11a5 cleared ten acres,· five of which only are encloied with fences, nine 

dollars are paid. 

Mr. de MONTUd, one of the inhabitants of Afylum, directs this 

clearing of the ground; the plan of which he conceived for the welfare 

of the colony. The fentiments of the colonifts are good. E\'ery one 

follows his bulinefs, the cultivator as well as the inn-keeper and tradef:' 

man, with as much zeal and exertion, as if he had been brought up 

to it. The foil is tolerably good, the climate healthful. Almofi all 

the ingredients of a thriving colony concur in Afylum, and afford 

room to hope, that thefe great natural advantages will, in time, be im

proved, for the benefit and profperity of the colonifts. A new trading 

company has fuperfeded the former; at leafi the firm and management 

of the company's concerns have been altered. 1\lr. Robert l\lorris has 

entirely left it, and 1\1r. Nicholfon, being now the ollly proprietor, has 

formed a bnk of his million of acres, divided into five thollfand {hares, 

containing each two hundred acre~, the price of which, at two dol

dollars and half per acre, is five hundred dollars. They bear fix per 

cent interefl, which increafes in proportion to the fiate of the land; 

and at the expiration of fifteen years, the period at which the company 

is to be di1folved, all the benefits and advantages accruing to the bank 

are 
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are to be divided among the holders of i11ares. An office has been efra
bliilied by the latter, for the direCtion and management of the concerns 

of the bank. 
This new company, taught by the errors of the former, will no doubt 

make it their principal bufinefs, to promote the profperity of Afylum; 
v;hich, alone, can, in any confiderable manner, increafe the value of 
the land. Yet fome previous facrifices will alfo be required for that 
pUI·pOre. It will be necdfary to confrruet new roads, and repair the 
old ones. Encouragement mufi alfo be given to the families, which 
alreadv inhabit A0ylum; and advanta<:Teous offers mufi be held out to 

01 0 

fuch, as may be difpofed to fettle there. If there things be done, Afy-
lum will fOOIl be peopled. Motives arifing from French manners and 
opinions have hitherto prevented even French families from fettling 
here. There are now, however, in great meafure removed, and if 

the company iliall proceed with judgment and prudence, as it is to be 
hoped they will, there can hardly remain a doubt, but that Afylum will 
fpeedily become a place of importance. Its fituation on the Sufque
hannah, two hundred miles from its fouree, fits it in a peculiar manner 
for an emporium of the inland trade. French aetivity, fupported with 
money, will certainly accelerate its growth: and this will doubtlefs ill 
time convince the world, that the enterprife and affiduity of French
men are equally confpicuous in profperous and adverfe circumfrances. 

The following families have either already fettled, or intend to fet
tle, at Afylum, viz. I. Mr. de BLACONS, deputy for Dauphine, in the 

confiituent alfembly. Since his quitting France, he has married Ma

demoifelle de MAVLDE, late canonefs of the chapter of Bonbourg. 
They keep a haberdailier's iliop. Their partner is Mr. COLIN, formerly 

Abbe de Sevigny, arch-deacon of Tours, and confeiller au grand cOl1f:il. 
2. Mr. de MONTULE, late captain of a troop of horfe, married to a lady 

of St. Domingo, who refides at prefent at Pottfgrove. 3. Madame de 
SYBER T, coufin to 1\11'. de Montule, and reliet of a rich planter of St. 

Domingo. 4. Mr. BECDELIERRE, formerly a canon, now a iliop
keeper; his partners are the two Melfrs. de la Roue, one of whom 

N w~ 
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was formerly a petit gens-d'arme, and the other a captain of infantry. 
The latter has married a liil:er of l\hdame SYBERT, Mademoifelle de 

BERCY, who intends to eil:abliih an inll on the roa"d from Afylum to 

Loyalfock, eight miles from the former place, whither ihe is on the 
point of removing with her huiband. 6. Mr. BEA ULIEU, formerly a 

captain of infantry in the French fervice, who ferved in America, 
during the laft war, in the legion of Potoiky. He has remained ever 
lince in this country, has married an Engliih bdy, and now keeps an 
inn. 7. 1\lr. BUZARD, a planter of St. Domingo, and phyfician in that 
colony, who has fettled at Afylum with his wife, daughter, and fon, 

and fome negroes, the remains of his fortune. 8. Mr. de NOAILLES, 
a planter of St. Domingo. 9. Mr. DANDELOT, of Franchecomte, late 
an officer of infantry, who left France on account of the revolution, and 
arrived here deil:itllte of property, but was kindly received by l\Ir. Talon, 

and is now engaged in agricultural pur[uits with fpirit and fuccefs. 10. 

Mr. du PETIT THOUARS, an officer of the navy, who, encouraged by 
the conilituent affembly, and ailiil:ed by a fubfcription, embarked in an 
expedition in queil: of Mr. de la Peroufe. He was detained on the coail: of 

Bralil by the governor of the colony, Fernando de N origuez, and lent 
with his crew to Portugal, where he was very ill treated by the Por

tuguefe government, il:ripped of all his property, and only efcaped far

ther perfecution by fleeing to America, where he lives free and happy, 
without property, yet without want. He is employed in clearing about 
two or three hundred acres of land, which have been prefented to him~ 

Ili3 fociable, mild, yet truly original temper and charatter, are fet off 

by a noble {implicit)" of manners *. I I. 1\lr. N ORES, a young gentle
man, who embarked with Mr. du Petit Thouars, and efcaped with him 

to this country. He formerly wore the petit collet t, was a pupil of 
j\Ir. de 1a Chapclle, poffcffor of a fmall priory, and now earns his 

'" Du Petit Thouars returned afterwards to France, obtained the command of a !hip of 
the line, and was killed in the unfortunate battle off the mouth of the Nile.-Trarifl. 

t The petit collet (little band) wa~ formerly a difiinguifhing mark of the fecular 
clergy in France.-Tral1Jl. 

{ubfiil:ellce 
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fubfiil:ence by cultivating the ground. 12. Mr. KEATING, an Iriiliman, 
and late captain of the regiment of WeHh. At the beginning of the re
volution he was in St. Domingo, where he poffeffed the confidence of all 

parties, but refufed the moil: tempting offers of the commiffioners of 
the aff"embly, though his fentiments were truly democratic. It was 
his choice and determination, to retire to America without a {hilling in 

his pocket, rather than to acquire power and opulence in St. Domingo 
by violating his firfi oath. He is a man of uncommon merit, difiin
guiilied abilities, extraordinary virtue, and invincible difinterefiednefs. 
His deportment is grave, yet affable. His advice and prudence have 
proved extremely ferviceable to Mr. Talon in every department of his 
bufinel~. It was he who l1egociated the late arrangements between 
Meffrs. ~lorris and Nichol{oll ; and it may be jufHy faid, that the 
confidence, which his uncommon abilities and virtue infpire, enables him 

to adjufi matters of difpute with much greater facility than moil: other 

per{ons. 13. 1\lr. REN AUD and family. He is a rich merchant of St. Do
mingo, who has juf1: arrived with very confiderable property, preferved 
from the wreck of an immenfe fortune. l.~. :Mr. CARLES, a priefi and 
canon of Guernfey, \vho retired to America with a fmall fortune, and 
who has now fettled at A(vlum; he is an indu:ihious and much-re
fpeeled farmtT. 15. 1\lr. PREVOST, a citizen of Pa:-is, celebrated 
there for his ben(;volence; he was a member of all benevolent focie

ties, treafurer of the philanthropic fociety, and retired to America with 
fome property, a confiderable part of which he expended 011 a fettle

ment, which he atternpted to eihbliili on the banks of the Sufquehan
nah, but which did not eventually fucceed. He now cultivates bis lot 
of ground on the Loyalfock, as if his whole life had been devoted to 

the lame purfuit; and the cheerfullerenity of a gentle, candid, philo
fophical mind, fiill attends him ill his laborious retreat. His wife and 

fiiter-in-law, who have alfo fettled here, Ihare in his trrtnquillityand 

his happinefs. 16. l\'bcbme d't\UTREilIONT, with her three children. 
She is the widow of a Heward at Paris. Two of her fom are grown 

up: one was a notary, and the other a watch-maker; but they have 

N 2 now 
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now become hewers of wood, and tillers of the ground, and fecure by 
their zeal, fpirit, politenefs, and unblemi!bed charaCter, the fympathy 
and refpeCl 'of every feeling mind. 

Some families of artifans are al[o efiabli!bed at Afylum; and fuch 
as conduCt: themfelves properly earn great wages. This cannot be ['lid 
of the greatefi part of them. They are, in general, very indifferent 
workmen, and much addiCted to drunkennefs. In time they will be 
fuperfeded by more valuable men; and American families, of a better 
defcription, will fettle here: for thofe, who reGde at prefent at Afy
lum, are fcarcely worth keeping. 

One of the greatefi impediments to the profperity of this fettlement 
will probably arife from the prejudices of fome Frenchmen againft 
the Americans, unlefs felf-interefi and reafon !bould prove the means 
of removing them. Thefe are frequently manifefied with that incon
fiderate levity, with which Frenchmen, in general, decide all things 
and perfons of the greatefi moment; fome of them vauntingly de
clare, that they will never learn the language of the country, or eIl
ter into cOllverfation with an American. Whether particular faCts 
and occurrences can jufiify this prejudice, in regard to individuals, I will 
not affirm; but certain it is, that they can never jufiify it in the lati. 
tude of a general opinion. A conduCt: founded on fuch prejudices would 
prove extremely hurtful to the interefis of the colony; the progrefs of 
\V hich has been already retarded by fa many unavoidable obfiacles, that 
there certainly is no oecaGon to create new ones, by purpofely exciting 
the animofity of a people, among whom the colony has been formed, 
and who, in the judgment of every impartial man, mufi be confidered 
as in a fiate of lefs degeneracy than many European nations. 

The real farmers, who refide at Afylum, live, upon the whole, 
on very good terms with each other; being duly [~nfible, that har
mony is requifite, to render their fituation comfortable and happy. They 
poffefs no confiderable property, and their way of life is fimple. Mr. 
Talon lives in a manner fomewhat more fplendid, as he is obliged to 
maintain a number of perfolls, to whom his affii1:ance was indifpenfable •.. 

It 
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It is to be wilhed and hoped, that the whole fettlement may prove 
ultimately fuccefsful. A more convenient fpot might, doubtle(s, have 
been chofen. But not to mention, that all ex po/i faao judgments are 
unfair, the prefent fituation of the colony appears (0 advantageous, as 
to warrant the mofi fangLline hopes of fucce(s. Indufirious families, 
however, without whom no fettlement can profper, mufi be invited to 
it; for it muft be confidered, that, however polilhed its prefent inhabi
tants may be, the gentleman cannot fo eafily di(pen(e with the affifiance 
of the artift and the hu£bandman, as thefe can with that of the gentle
man. 

A {peedy adjuftment of the prefent differences between ConneCticut 
and Pennfylvania, \vith reipeCt to the eftates contiguous to the lands of 
Afylum, would al(o prove a defirable and fortunate circllmfiance for 
this colony. None but perfons of indifterent charaaer are willing to 
fettle 011 ground, the title to which remains a matter of dilpute. Even 
the fmall number of colonifis we found betlVeen Wilk£b:1rre and Tio
ga are by no means praifeworthy in, their morals; and they are poor, 
lazy, drunken, quarrelfome, and extremely negligent in the culture of 
their lands. The valuable emigrants from New-England, from the 
eafiern branch of the Sufquehannah, who lhould be encouraged to fet
tle here, will certainly not make their appearance, till they can be fure 
of cultivating their land without oppofition, and of retaining the un
difiurbed poifeffion of their efiates. It is therefore of the greateft 
importance to the company of Afylum, that this weighty bufinefs 
thould be fpeedilyand finally adjufied. When that is accomplilhed, 
the company will doubtlefs embrace the earliefi opportunity of advertifing 
the whole million of acres; they will endeavour to combine feparate 
efiates with each other, by purchafing the intervening lands; they 
will make public their right of property, purfne a well concerted ge
neral plan, execute it with the requifite care and difpatch. and make 
the neceifary facrifices. They will perceive how advantageous and im~ 
portant it is, to place Afylum, as it were, in full aCtivity, by confiruCt~ 
ing the roads already projeCted and commenced, by efiablilhing a 
fchool, by inviting indufirious {ettlers, and by endeavouring to me~ 

Iiorate 
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liorate tb e breeds of horfes and cattle: in {hort, by encouragin g u faul 

efiabli!hments of every kind. A few hundreds of dollars, laid out here 

properly, would produce the mofi confiderable and lafiing improvements. 

In fuch cafes, however, it is requifite to calculate well, that we may 

expend judicioufiy .. By prudent and liberal meafures, the profperity of 

this French colony, and confequently of the company, would be effen

tially infured and promoted. And when this iettlement thall have 

once ripened into a fiollriihing fiate, it will ferve to conneCt the COUIl

try, which is already cultivated along the banks of the river, above and 

below Afylum, and thus prove a fource of animation to this interefi

ing part of Pennfylv3nia. But unlefs as:ive and judicious meafures be 

purfued, Afylum will inevitably futTer from the.partial inconveniences, 

which attend its fituation, and from the errors committed in the fidl 
formation of this colony; and infiead of attaining to the wiil1ed for prof

perity, it mufi, 011 the contrary, find its decline, if not downfal, in 
the very nature of its eitabli!hment. 

Every thing in this fettlement, at prefent, appears in a precarious 

condition. The price of provifion depends on a variety of fluCtuating 

circumftances. By the aCtivity and prudence of certain individuals the 

town is abundantly fupplied with grain and meat, and this hondl: eco

nomy keeps provilion at a moderate price. But men of a Iefs liberal 

way of thinking have it aHo in their pO\yer to oecaGon fcarcity of the 

fidl: neceLTaries of life, and raife their price to a rate beyond all pro

portion to that of other commodities. The information, wnich I have 

been able to colleS:, relative to the fiate of agriculture, however accu

rate at the prefent moment, can hardly be thought fllfficient for the di
reCtion of a planter, who ihould incline to fettle here; I !hall, how

ever, lay it before my readers, fuch as it is. 

The land behind the town is tolerably good; but that on the banks 

of the river confii1:s of excellent meadows, laid out by Llmi1.ies, who fet
tIed here, before the pre1ent colonifts, producing very good hay, pretty 

confiderable in quantity, and they are capable of fiiH farther improve

ment. The foil of Loyalfock is, ill general, excellent. Many trees 

grow 
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grow there, which evince its goodnefs, fuch as, the white Virginian 
walnut-tree, white oak, plane-tree, fugar-maple and hemlock-fir. It is 
a circumfiance worthy of notice, that half-way between Loyalfock and 
Afylum, common oak, which in the fields about the latter place is found 
in abundance, becomes at once fo fcarce, that not two hundred oak trees 

grow in the whole diHriCl: of Loyalfock, which contaill3 two thoufand 
five hundred acres. The price of the company's Lmd is at prefent two 
dollars and half per acre; very little however is fold. That of the town 
of Afylum fetches little more; although there is little doubt, that the 
price will rife gradually to ten dollars. The land contiguous to Afy
lum, which docs not belong to the company, being at prefent in an 
unfettled fiate with re~)eCl: to the right of property, this circumfiance 
renders it a very undefirable poffeHion for fuch fettlers, as do not willi 
to expofe themielves to the danger of fubfequent litigations, and COll

quently to being difpoffeffed of their purchafes. Hitherto the grain ap
pears to have [uffered but little from the Hefiian fly and from blights. The 
winter lafis here from four months and half to five months. Agriculture 
however has hitherto advanced fa Howly, that the cattle futter much 
Juring that feafon from want of fodder. They are, for the mofi part, 
fed with turnips, gourds, and {!:raw of Indian corn. Both oxen and 
cows are of a very indifferent fort, as little attention has been paid to 
the breed of cattle brought hither by the [ettlers. Both feed-time and 

harvefi take place here about a fortnight later than ill the vicinity 'Of 
Philadelphia. The land yields about fifteen or twenty buihels of 
wheat, fixty buihels of Indian corn, and three tuns of hay per acre. 
The foil feems naturally better adapted for meaJo\Vs than for corn land; 
but from the little trouble attending the driving of the cattle into the fo

l'efi, the produce in corn is rather apparently great than fo in faCl:. In 
ploughing they generally employ oxen, which, it fhould be obferved, 

are not fubjeCl: to any particular difeafe. They are at times driven to 

Philadelphia; and the country people frequently aCl: here with io little 
judgment, as even to fend them two hundred miles ofr~ when they 
might obtain much better prices, and even ready money, in the neigh-

bourhood, 
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bourhood. The bullocks, which are confumed in Afylum, are gene
rally brought from the back fcttlements, but it is frequently found ne
ceffarv, to (end thither for them. They ~lre generally plentiful: the 
unco~mon duration of the laft winter, however, proved (0 de
firuCtivc to the cattle, that few are novy to be feen, and a great 
fcarcity of beef prevails at Afylum, as well as in various other pJrts of 

Americil. 
The grain, which is not confumed in A[ylum, finds a market in 

Wilkibarre, and is tran(ported thither on the river. In the fame man
ner all kinds of merchandize are conveyed from Philadelphia to Afy
lum. They are carried in waggo[Js as far as Harriiburg, and thence 
fent in barges up the river. The freight amounts, in the whole, to 
two dollars per cwt. The el1t comes from the falt-houfes at Geneifee, 
on the lake of Ontario. Flax is produced in the country about Afy
lum; and the foil is very fit for producing crops of that commodity. 
Maple-fugar is made here in great abundance. Each tree is com
puted to yield, upon an average, from two pounds and half to three 
a year. Melaifes and vinegar are alfo prepared here. I have feen 
Meffi:s. De V ILAINE and DANDELoT make fugar in this place, which 
much furpaifes any of the tame kind, that has hitherto come under 
myobfervation. A confiderable quantity of tar is alfo made, and fold 
for four dollars per barrel, containing thirty-two gallons. Day-labourers 
are paid at the rate of five fhillings a day. Mr. de Montul6 em
ploys workmen from the eafiern branch of the river, to clear his land; 
to thefe he pays half a dollar a day, befides allow ill g them their 
viCtuals; the overfeer receives a dollar and a third per day; thefe peo
ple turn out to be very good \vorkmen. They are eafily procured, 
when employment is enfured to them for any length of time; but 
otherwi1e, it is very difficult to obtain them. The manufaaure of pot
ailies has a110 been commenced at A(ylum; and it is in contemplation 
to attempt the brewing of malt-liquor. A corn-mill and a faw-mill are 
building on the Loyalfock. 

The foregoing is a brief iketch of the prefent fiate of this interefiing 

fettlemen t, 
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fet'tle'metJt~ which, even a twelvemonth hence, will, no longer retain 

its prefent features. To jutlger fmll1 theatl:ual condition of the pro

bable progrefs and duration of this infant, 'colouy:' it. mufr either rife 

or fall rapidly. It is to be 'hoped, that the want of fimilarity to the 

original in my defcription, which may be ob{ervalile next year in the 

colony, will ariie from its rapid progre1s towards maturity; and this 

hope .is grounded on probable appearances. 
. ,f 

T,ueJday, :the 2d if JU1le~ " 

On our arrival at Afylum, it was not our intention to. have il:apped 
more than four qays iII that place. But the pleafure af meeting with 
l\1r;:and Madamo -de Blacons, a deul'e to. obtain,a thorough knowledge-: 

of the prefent frate' of the colony, as well. as Jof its pra[petl:s of futllre~ 

improvement; and the cardial reception we experienced from all its ill~ 

habitants, induced us to. add four days to our il:ay; and, in the whale, 

we flopped twelve days. On Tuefday, the 2d af June, we at length 

took our departure. MdJ:rs. De Blacans and Dul?etit Thouars ljoined aur 
caravan; the latter, who travelled on faot, had., fet _,ou~ the - preced

ing ~vening. The TOad from A[jlum to. Tioga lead,s" like the reft, 

through continued woodsr., We prefel;Tedthat 9~1 the.right b;lllk; as we 
fuould then he oblig.ed to crofs the river anly ance. The road is in fome 

pla:ces exce!1ively, miry:and' flony, al.dmugh i1,l others it is very good. 
On the wnole it Il)ay be Called t01erable, y~t it is ofteu difficult to be 

f-<Jund. It affbrds but few {hiking profpetl:s. The Sufquehannah, which 

we met witl;t but .ance, during aur whole journey, flqws. conil:antly 

between twa chains af mountains, which {eem to encroach upan its 

channel, but from ti~le to time open into. vallies more. ar lefs deep, 
but l!eVer very extenuve. 

We frapped at SaLaMaN TEASY'S, to refl: out har[es. This planter 

occupies an eil:ate of five hundred acres, anly thirty af which are yet 

cleared, and which belangs to the village af Old Sheiliequen. Its 

owner arrived here abaut five years ago., from the caUnty of Orange, 

in tHe !hue of .New York j but he now intends to fettle in Gelleffee; 

o and. 
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and, confequcntly, wiilies to difpofe of his plantation, which he holds 
from the (fate ofConneB:icut; the price he demands is five thoufand three 

hundred aCid nillety dollars, that is to fay, about ten dollars and three

fourths per acre. Another landholder, at whofe houfe we fiopped to 
procure direClions about the road, intimated to us a limilar delign, as he 
mifiook ti; for land-jobbers. His plantation confified of three hundred 
:lcres, lixty of which were cleared, with a corn and a faw-mill; which 
he efiimated ;:t one thoufand three hundred dollars. He afked for the 

whole eltate two thoufand fix hundred dollars, which is tantamount to 
eight dollars and half per acre. The flate of agriculture is no better 
here tlL~n ill the other parts of Pennfylvania, and even worfe than in 
manyofthc;TI, all the plantations being yet in that infant ,frate, where 
the foil yields rich crops without cultivatioH. The fettlers too are 
doubtful whether their rights to their po!femons will be confirmed, 
have much bufinefs upon their hands, and are in general little able to 

advance money for the improvement of their lands, fa that they hardly 
give themfelvesthe tr<>uble even to plough up the ground., f For this 
purpo(e they make ufe of oxen, the medium price ,of a yoke of which 

is fevent)" dollars. Wheat commonly fells for one dollar a builiel, rye 
fer four iliillings, and oats from two ihillillgs and fix-pence to three 
ihillings. There are two fchools ill the neighbouring country, which 
are both kept by women, who -teatih needle-work and reading. Tolearn 
to read is, the refo.re , the ooly·infl:r.uaion, which boys can obtain here. 

Thefe fchools are maintained folely by the fee of five ihillings a quar
ter paid by eaeh kholar. They are evidently inflJfficient~ yet they are 
1<:hoo15 ;' and thefe are yet very rare in Pennfylvania. ! 

No place has been hitherto fet apart here for religious woriliip. They;. 
who defire to perform this, aifemble in private houfus, and engage a 
preacher for a yearly falary, which,'however., is very {mall. Families 
of methodifts conftitute the pr-incipaLpart of the inhabittmts •. n .. 

On the other ·fide of the river :{lands New Sheihequen, a fmall 

neat town,contailling about twelve houfes, which are built either of 
rOugh logs or Buards. It isfeated in a very .ple~ant plain. The 

t:) jufiice 
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juftice of the peace, the furgeon, and the pailor of the neighbouring 
country, refide in this place. It contains !hops, in thort all thofe things 
which are found only in a principal town. 

The road from Old Shelhequen to Tioga, which had been repre~ 
fented to us as a very bad one, proved, on the contrary, very good. 
Here the farm-houfes lie clofer to each other. Near Tioga, the 
river of the fame name difcharges itfelf into the Sufquehannah. The 
fite of the town, or rather of the eight or ten houfes which are fo 
called, is ahout two miles diftant from the confluence of the two 
rivers, and very pleafant. The mountains, which form the banks 
of the Sufquehannah, do not lie fo clofe together, as in any other part 
of its cOUlIe that we have yet feen. The country behind Tioga de
fcends into a plain of upwards of three miles in extent. The foil is 
good; and, from the fituation of the town, it is likely to acquire fome 
importance in time, when the land on both fides of the river !hall become 
cultivated and populous. There is not one [pring, however, to be found 
either on the fpot where the town frands, or in its vicinity, fo that the 
inhabitants are obliged either to fink wells, or to fetch water from the 
river; and, in either cafe, the water is far from being good. The price 
of land, in the neighbourhood of the town, is eight dollars per acre. 
when, out of three hundred acres, to the proportion of fifty or fixty 
are already cleared of wood. The town-ihares are fixteen yards in 
breadth by fifty in depth, and cofr t,\'enty dollars. The price of 
wheat is [even thillings and fix-pence per buthel, rye fells for fix thil
lings a buthel, and oats from three to four thillings. Some venifon 
excepted, which at times comes to market, 110 frefh meat has been [eell 
at Tioga fince lail autumn. The merchants of the place carryon an 
illconfiderable trade in hemp, which they get from the upper parts 
of the river, and fend to Philadelphia by Middle Town. We were in
formed, that the ihops at Afylum prove very hurtful to the trade of 
Tioga, a complaint which gave our fellow-traveller, who keeps a 
thop in Afylum, no fmall fatisfaaion. 

Lafr year there were three inns in Tioga, but, at this time, it con-
o z tains 
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tains but one; we found it crowded with travellers, ,frolp .the Jerfeys, 

Penn[ylvania, and New York, who intc[1ckdto l~ttle on the lakes~ Af
ter a fcanty tupper, we were all obliged to take'~up with two beds; 

more were not to be obtained all allY terms. The iheets~ which had - ... 
already ferved three or four other travellers, were, according to the 

landlady's accourit, very dean; and fa juuc:ed !the_y are called, in all the 

American i.nns, when they are in faCt t::>tJlly upiltforufc. Yet, on the 

other ll:ind, we enjoyed the ipecialfayo:ui' ofbejn g permitted to lie dow 11 

in bOLLs, as thore of our party really did., who, like myfeIf, preferred 

taking their repaie on the ground, wrapped up in a blanket •. 

Our company confiited, ,as I have ·;::lr.:ady mentioned, of four pel-fons, 

one of whom (I\Ir. cit:; Petit Thonars) travelled on foot, .but whom we 

hJd !,1fomifed to relieve occafionally by walking in rotation part of the 
way. ~·r.J ()t fO = i 4,'f! ". J1J,} ')(111 ~! J ,. .~ ';~iJ(I.~~r, fj,.--: 1;' )' .J;f 

Near Tioga we turned from the river Sufquehannah, ~Jong the 
banks of which we had travelled- near' two hundred a!ld fifty miles, and 

yet ,the. {ource of that branch which we quitted.is diftant two .,.hundred 

miles frill farther inland;.it rifes near the Mohawk's river. leThe Suf

quehannah, throughout its courfe, ferves. to open up.an extenfive coun
try of rich, fertile foil, arid which is' likely to acquire an increaflllg 

importance 'from its na~igation? that, extends as far as to the Che

fapeak. It is an unfavourable circumitante, however~ that its courfe 
is fa frequently broken by rapids, wh;cl!, even at high water, can

not be paffe:d. withbut danger by fmall v:-1Tcls.1 It is in .f~ch fmall 
• 

veffcls, or ~n raf~s, conitrucred of tr.unks 'of .trees-covered with boards, 

that cargoes of proViGoil, &c.,' are at prcfeut tran[potted .. 'Thefe rafts, 
which draw but little water in ,proportion to ~he breaJth and extent of 

their furface, are mofi:ly laden withprovifion for! the lower cOllrltry. 
The navigation of thefe Tafts' and \",;{E:is is fomdi:nes impeded byob

fracles in[urmountable; they are many tim~s fh;Ht~red from being 

dallied on the banks 'or.' ihallows, and often beaten entirely to pieces • 
. " , The 
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The number of men, and cfpecially of veffels, thus \\'reck~d and loft, 

is very confidtrahle. 
At the diftance of four miles from Tioga, the ftate of Pellllfyl·.ania 

borders upon New YOlk, and bere be~:lls a n;3W fiandard of coinage. 

A dollar, which in Penni)'lvallia is w'Jrth only {evell {billings and fix
pence, is hei"e, with greater convenience and pro;:.riety, divided into 

"' i1 'II" elg.-." 11 lOgS. 

N,car the cOil~i.aes of Pent1(ylvaaia a mountain rifes from the bank 

of tiH': river TlOg,l, in the llJ"pe of a {llgar-Io1f, upon which are (een 

the ren"l!itls of iO.l)~~ entr ~:lchment.;; there the irihabitants call the 

$panijh :(11:'./"" t, L lit I rJtL':r judge them to have been thrown up 

againJI . nc imhads in til:: t".l1tS of ~vlr. de Nouville. One perpendicu

lar b:-cait-\\ orK 13 ; d r('n~'lil,in(~, "vbich, though covered over with 

grafs and l;u:he:i, phlli,y ;;Jdi·:z:tc.s, that a parapet and a ditch have been 

conibuCtul De:"\;. 

We:ftopped to breakr.i1 about ten miles from Tioga, at the houfe of 

one~.Ir. 'VV A RREN, "landholder, W :1(. fettled here four years ago. His 

efiate ... lo;lg t;,e rivel C0111;lt5 of three hundred and feventyacres of 

land~ fifty of whicb of'ly 3':: cleared; the reft are fiony, hilly, and 

poor. The price of wheat is one dollar, oats three f11illinbs and fix 

pence, and rye five f11iilings per buihel. The cultivated land lies 

motHy iil grafs. Theie meadows, which are 10\'.'11 witIl timothy-gra[s, 

and white clover, are u[ed as fuch for three or four )~ar2. They are 

tben broken up, {o\vn with wheat, and uied ~gJilJ as grafs land. 

Mr. Warren, it ieems, never rows oats among th~ clover. His ftock 

appeared to be in very good order; the {heep were tolerably good; at 
the (hearing time the wool wei.:;hs from four to five pounds a fleece; 

its medium price is four fhillings per pound. This planter, only three 

years ago, paid nine hunJred dolJars for this efiate, and he now afks 
two tholl{and five hundred dollars for it. 
, There is no {chool kept in the neighbouring country, e~cept in the 

winter months, when every fcholar pays a dollar per quarter. 

The road from Tioga to Painted pon lies for the moil: part along 

the 
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the bank of the river Tioga, which is here about as broad as the mouth: 
of the Oife. Its water is very clear. The fiream is rapid, and the 
country in gellera), through which it flows, is more open and pleafant 
than that watered by the Sufquehannah. 

We dined at New Town, which has not been built more than feven 
years, and is lituate on the banks of the Tioga. Before the building of 
this town the Indians were in poffeilion of the territory. This place 
is, at prefent, the chief town of the county of Tioga. The difiriCl: of 
New Town contains twenty thoufand acres of land, fold originally 
for eighteen pence the acre, which now fells for fi ve or fi x dol
lars, and in fome places from twenty-four to twenty-fix dollars. 
The foil near the river is remarkably good. The plain in which 
New Town ftands is large, and covered with meadows. In the other 
parts of the twenty thoufand acres but very little wood has hitherto 
been cut down, although we were afTured, that new fettlers are conti
nually pouring in. The whole town confifis of about fifteen houfes, 
mofi of them being either inns or {hops. 

In New Town we met with Colonel STARRET, and we accompa. 
!lied him to his own houfe, which is eight miles difiant from the town. 
He is an Iriihman by birth, but has been for many years a refident of 
America; he has a plantation of about thirteen hundred acres, only 
one hundred of which have been hitherto rendered fit for cultivation. 
Six hundred were cleared of wood by the Indians, who quitted this 
part of the country only five years ago. He has lived here feven years, 
during two of which he was entirely furrounded with Indians; he af
fured us, however, that he had no rear on to complain of them as neigh. 
bours. The Indians burn the trees down to the l1umps, when they 
dear any ground; but although the former are thereby defiroyed, the 
:Clumps which remain muft be rooted out, before the foil can be culti. 
vated. The Colonel's efrate is apparently under good management. 
He affured us, that his land is much fuperior to any in the neighbour
hood; that it yields forty buihels of wheat, and as much Indian corn 
21nnua1ly; and that his meadows produce two tuns of hay per acre. 

He 
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He ploughs with oxen, which are of a very good fort. According to 
his account, he ploughs deeper than we have obferved any where {'He 
in America, making ufe of ploughs of various confl::rucriolls. He 
keeps no theep, on accoullt of the wolves, which are ['lid to be very 
numerous in this part of the country, it having been but lately cleared. 
He has a beautiful breed of cows, and a fine looking young bull, pro
duced from a co~v, which he bought of 'Squire VI ALLIS, on the eaf
tern arm of the Sufquehannah; it is of the Engliih breed, The cow, 
big with calf, coft him thirty-two dollars; he rears his calves, and 
does not fell them. The winter commonly lafts here fix months; 
during which time his cows and oxen are kept in the fiable. He de
potits his turnips, which he gathers in autumn, under ground, and 
feeds his cattle with them, as well as with Indian corn and hay. 

The price of wheat in this part of the country is one dollar, rye 
h ve thillings, and oats three ihillings per buihel. It is difficult to pro
cure workmen hereabouts. Mr. Starret pays them after the rate of one 
dollar per day, exclllfive of viCl:uals. He has two diftiBeries, one upon 
the efrate, and another in New Town; in both together he diftiIs 
about two thoufand gallons of whifky in a year. Mr. Starret affured 
us, that a buihel of rye yields, in his diftilleries, only from two to two 
gallons and a half of whifky; and that the fpirit. is not good, if a lar
ger quantity be diftilled from abuthel. He fells his whifky for one 
dollar per gallon, while, according to the heft information we have 
hitherto been able to collect; whifky, three gallons of which are ob
tained from a builiel, cofts but five lhillings. From what we have 

fince heard of this 'planter, it is probable, that his account is greatlyex
aggerated, for the pUfpofe of obtaining a higher price for his whifky. 
The workmen, employed in his diftilleries, receive one hundred and 
ninety dollars per annum. The Colonel told us, that he propofed to fell 
his efiate; that he has refufed ten thoufand dollars for it, and that he 
means to refide fOr the future in New Town; he hinted, at the fame 
time, that he is very rich. The fame evening we learned ftom 'Squire 
MAC CORNWK, that this 'pretended Colonel is an impofior; that he 

purchafed 
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purchafed his efiate, which he told us he had bought from the frate of 

New York for eighteen pence per acre, of a private gentleman, at the 

rate of two d<lllars per acre; that he has not yet paid the purchafe mo: 
ney; and that he will probably be compelled to quit the efiate, uulels 

he finds means to difcharae the debt within the ihort tim'': frill allowed 
i:l 

him. Thi5 mati, who to all appearance was fa free-hclrted and kind. 
is, at the bottom, a mere fwindler; or, at lelfl:, he fuppofed wc had a 
defigu to purchafe land, and wifhed to fell us fame at an exorbitant 
pnce. . r 

'Squire r\T.,c Cornick, with whom we took up aUf quarters for the 
night, is a farmer, and keeps, at the fame time, an inn, but one of 
that defcription, which affords neither hay for horfes, nor f{)<?d for tra
vellers, and fcarcely even a bed. The horfes were turned out 011 the 
grafs. Our fupper confifl:ed of rufiy bacon and coffee; and we were 
all four obliged to fleep in two beds, which belonged to the family. 
The fheets had already ferved them fame time, and it appears were to 
ferve them frill longer. Mr. de Blacons and myfelf took poiTe~on of 
that of the landlord. Though completely dreffed, we could not lie 
do\vn without extreme -reluctance; our wearinefs, however, overcame 

our double averfion to fleep together, and between fuch flleets. '. 
Supper-time was, as ufual, fpent in mutual enquiries. We learned, 

that 'Squire Mac Cornick purchafed his efiate,. four ye~rs ago, of Meffrs. 
PHILIP and GORUM for ten ihillings and fixpence per acre; that he weluld 
not fell it now for three dollars; that he poffeffes about three tbol1fand 
acres, one hundred and fifty of which are cultivated, exclufive of forty 
Dthers, which have been cleared by the Indians. His land y.ields about 
thirty builiels of wheat, fifty bufhels of Indian corn, and four hundred 
bufhels of potatoes, per acre. He keeps about forty or fifty fheep, of 
a middling fort, and but common wool. He appears duly fenfible pf 
the advantages to be derived from a good flock, and a~cord,ingly he 
.values them higher, thall,any American that has hitherto fallen. within 

rriyobfervation. He keeps twenty-three cows, which Jook toleraQly 

well, a bull of a very indifferent breed, and two. yokes of very fine 

oxen; 
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oxen; he has refufed one hundred dollars for a yoke. The wolves 
have already clefrroyed fame of his (heep. To prevent a repetition of 
fuch accidents, he now keeps feverallarge bull-dogs, and caufes the 
flock to be fL,lded every night; neither is he deterred, by the damage 
he has fufrained, from increafing the number of bis {beep. 'Squire 
Mac-Cornick has lived here for fo (hort a time, that, though a very in
telligent man, he could not frate with allY degree of accuracy the 
ufual expenees of haufe-keeping. His father was an IriQ1man; but he 
himfelf was born in Pennfylvania, and has travelled ill England, Ireland, 
Scotland, France, and Switzerland. He held, at leafr according to 
his own account, a commiilion in the Englilh fervice; but he did not 
name the regiment in which he ferved. He is an entertaining man, 
who appears to underfrand thoroughly what he is about j is very con
verfable, civil, and modefr, and expre{fes himfelf with judgment, and 
often indeed with elegance. He {eems well acquainted with the law» 
and interefrs of his country, and is the father of a numerous family, 
from whofe affifrance in his labours he is now beginning to reap fome 
advantage. 

The price of everything, except corn, is mueh higher here, than at 
Afylum, Tioga, or even Newtown, chiefly from the expenfivenef:; 
of carriage. This was at leafr the reafon affigned'by 'Squire Mac-Cor
nick for the high amount of his bill, which feemed to bear no kind of 
proportion to the compulfory frugality of our entertainment. 

The frate of New York impofes no taxes, to defray the expenees of its 
government: property is taxed only to pay the expenees of the county 
and difrriCl:. Neither the land, which is ilill covered with woed, nor 
that which has lately been cleared, is required to pay any. It is only 
the land, that has been cultivated for a confiderable time, that is liable to 
taxation. The county taxes are raifed u.pon hurfes, oxen, in (hort, upon 
the whole live frock of the farm. All thefe different fpecics of pro
perty are valued by overfeers~ and taxed by alfeffors, in proportion to 
the pecuniary demands of the county. Thefe taxes, of which I thall 
have an opportunity hereafter to give a more particular account, are all 

P laid 
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lJid very loW'. 'SqUire Mac-Cornick paid for tbe whole of his taxes 

laft yea·r only fom dollars and a balf. . 
The laws of the ftate of New York have efiablilhed poor-rates for 

fuch difiriCts as contain paupers; but there are very few of that defcrip
tion to be found in this new country. The habitation of 'Sq uire Mac
Cornick appertains to tbe county of Ontario; alld here this tax is raifed, 
but not in the county of Tioga. The expence of building prifons, 
feffions-houfes, &c. is defrayed by the fubfcription of individuals. The 
{chools lie at couliderable difiances from one another, and are kept ouly 
iil winter; their-charge is one dollar a quarter for each (cholar. Read
ina- and writillO" are tauaht in the fchools, but in thefe thinly inhabited 
bOO 

forefis the inftruCtors are. in general, ignorant, and extremely indolent. 
No church has yet been built here; people of all religious per[ua
fions live in this country, and all feem to be little folicitous about reli
giel1s matters, whatever be the particular feCt to which they belong. 

On our way from Newtown, efpecially between Starret's and Mac
Cornick's habitations, the foil is good; and, where it is not yet cleared, 
is covered with oaks and fine pines. A great part however has been 
cleared by the Indians, and produces excellent grafs. 

From Mac-Cornick's houie to Painted Poft the foil continues the 
fame; but the dwellings are fa thinly fcattered, that you may travel 
twelve miles through the foreft, without finding a fingle houfe. The 
country, being fiat, is expofed to'inundation, whenever the creeks and 
the river Tioga overflow. In the month of December, laft year (1794), 
the water rofe to an unprecedented height, namely, from fifteen to 
nineteen feet above the ufual level. Captain ST ARBER, who keeps an 
inn at Painted Poft, reported this circumil:ance to me as an unqueftion
able faCt. He could eafily meafure the riling of the water in his well. 
This extraordinary inundation fwept away a great number of fences. 

ThurJday, the 4th of June. 

We breakfafied at Painted Poil:, fix miles from the place at which we 
had paLfed the night. It is the principal town of the dillrict and de-,. 

nves 
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rives its name from a poil:, hewn and painted by the Indians, the £lump 
of which is yet left fianding. The firfi inhabitants fettled here only 
four years ago. The whole town at pre[ent cOllfifis of ten or twelve 
fmall houfes. The land here has alfo been parcelled out and fold by 
the fiate of New York. The foil is good, efpecially near the tOWll, 

where from fifteen to eighteen dollars are the common price for an acre. 
The woods are full of rofe-bu!hes, apple and plumb trees, and bil
berries. There are however but few fugar-maple trees. The price ot 
this fugar at the beginning of lafi fpring was one ihilling per pound. 
Wheat fells for feven ihillings a buthel; Indian corn for four; oats, 
three; rye for eleven ihillings and fix-pence; and hay for three: 
pounds a tun; although very little of this lafi article is fold, and 
that only in the depth of winter. A cow coils from eighteen t() 
twenty-five dollars; a yoke of oxen feventy-five dollars; iheep from 
fixteen to twenty fhillings, and wool four ihillings a pound. La
bourers' wages are from four to fix ihillings a day, and ten dollars 
a month without viCtuals. Maid fervants earn about fix fhilling'S 
a week. The quantity of uncultivated land is very confiderable ill 
this part of the country, though numbers of emigrants, as we were 
told, are confiantly coming from all parts to fettle here. On our jour
ney from Painted Pofi to Bath we met feveral families, who had quitted 
their former habitations in queil of new ones. The[e trallfmigrations 
are generally removals from an old into a new country. The attach
ment to local property is yet but little known among the Americans. 
The foil, on which they were born, nay that which they have them
felves rendered fit for cultivation, is valued by them little more than 
any other. Every where they live in a fimple and frugal manner; their 
friendly conneCtions alfo are mofily confined to their own families, which 
move about with them. Every where they can procure whiiky and 
fait pork. They even experience a real pleafure in clearing the ground 
and rendering it fit for cultivation, independently of the profits they 
make when they leave their eilares, either altogether in a flate of cul
tivation, or at leafi partly fo, to purchafe another, yet covered with 
wood, and fome hundred miles farther inland. Among the many em i-

p l grant~ 
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grants we met this day, there were a great number of perfons who 
came from Niagara, fituate in the Engliih dominions, and were tra
velling to South Carolina. They ".ere originally Pennfylvanians, from 
the neighbourhood of Pitdburg, who, allured by the promife of Go
vernor SIMCOE, that they fhould have lands gratis, belonging to the 
King of England, and alfo be aBiBed for fome time in their labours, 
quitted their former places of refidence, but did not find their new fitua
tion [() comfortable as they had been led to expeCt.'!' Being alto vifited 
by the fever, they forfook their fettlements, apparently much exafpe
rated at the expence and labour they had ufelefsly befiowed on them. 

The road from Painted Pofi to Bath, leads, like that we have paffed, 
through the midfi of forefis, up and down hill, particularly after paff
ing the creek of Connefieol1, which flOWi into the river Tioga, near 
Painted Pofi. This road, as it is called, which was made by Captain 
VVILLIAMSON, with a defign to open a communication between his 
efiate and the eafiern arm of the Sufql1ehannah, is in faCt nothing but 
a firaight line cut through the wood. The felled trees are, indeed, for 
the mofi part removed, but the roots remain, and make the road very 
bad, miry, and deep; fo that in the middle of June, the drieft feafon 
of the year, a horre cannot travel it without difficulty. At the dif
tance of a mile and a half from Bath is a {mall lake about two miles in 
circumference. The lake itfelf lies withiu the forefi, but clofe behind 
it are the marihes, which reach as far as Bath, the chief place of the 
fettlement of Captain Williamfon (of whom I {hall have occafion pre
[ent!y to fpeak) and where he generally re!ides. The Captain was ab
rent in Canandaqua, where he prefided as a judge at the {effions, but 
was .expeCted to return hither in two days time. To make an acqu:lin
tance with this gentleman, was an important objeCt to us; we accord
inglyarranged our plan in fuch a manner, as to prevent his efcaping 
us.. 'Ve, therefore, refolved to make an excmfion to the {mall lakes , 
and to return to Bath in three days, when we (bonld be fure to find the 
Captain at home. 

• By the treaty of 1'194 Niagara was to be ceded to the fiate of New York, which it 
was in 1'196. Hence, probably, we may account for the difappointment of the fettlers. 
Tranj1ator. 
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Friday, the Slh of june. 

We fet out without any baggage, as Mr. Guillemard hit upon the 
henevolent idea of leaving his fervant at Bath, that he might lend his 

horfe to Mr. Dupetitthouars. Nothillg remarkable occurred during 

the whole day's journey of thirty-five miles, which we made through 
continued woods. All this way we have met with but fix habitations, 
which fiand within the foreil:. From Boys' inn to FriendfmilI, that 
is to fay, in a fpace of eighteen miles, there is not a fingle houfe to 
be 1een. About eight miles from Bath is Crooked Lake, on which 
fiands Boys' iUIl, as it is called, but where we could procure neither 
eggs, butter, hay, nor OiltS. Crooked Lake takes its name, as might be 
fuppofcd, from its form; it flows from north to fouth with a gentle 
current, in the midil: of mountains, which are not very high; but 
which. in point of external form, bear a firiking refemblance to each 
other; this uniform appearance is encreafed by the wood, with which 
they are covered. I never (1 w a country abounding more in ,",ater., 
than that through which we patTed from Boys' inn to Friendfmill. 
Moil: of the brooks, on account of the feafon, contained, comparatively, 
but little water; though we continually met with tracks of torrents, 
which, to judge-from the ground they had wa{hed away, and the large 

ftones and trees they had fwept along, mufi have been very violent 
and rapid. The road, which rum by the river fIde, is nothing but a 

foot" path, which it is frequently difficult to difiinguilli. It paffes be
tween rocks, felled trees, au.! bullies, and i:5 one of the moa unpleafant 

to traverfc that can be conceived. The woods, however, are extremely 
beautiful, and {hew that [he foil is, perhaps, the richefi we have yet 
feen. 

The mountains {lope toward the lake, and terminate in inconfiderable 

hills. Their {hape annoLlnced to us, that we were approaching thofe 
vail: favannahs, which divide the enormous mafs of water, that irrigates 

America. The plain expands, and the country on a fudden alfumes a 

different afpect, although its decorations are frill the fame. All the 

land, 
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land, which we have hitherto traverfed, belongs to captain Williamfon., 
who is very generally beloved and eaeemed. 

At length, about night-fall, we arrived at Friendfmill, after a ~ery 
tedious journey, which, on account of the fondnefs of one of our com
panions for his bed, we did not begin till late in the day, and which 
was afterwards delayed by the fall of another; this Jaa accident, how
ever, was not attended with any difaarous confequence. The inn, 
which contained but two rooms, we found already full; fome perrons, 
who intended to buy Jand near the Great Sodus, and Captain Williamfon'i 
asent, who was to fell it to them, had taken poffeffioll of it a little be
fore our arrival. After an American fupper, confiaing of coffee and 
boiled ham, we all lay down to rea in the fame room. There were 
only two beds for tm perf OilS ; in confequence, thefe two beds were oc
cupied by four of us, and the others lay down in their clothes upon 
t'haw, which, though I enjoyed here the privilege of {baring in one of 
the beds, appears to me the bea method of taking repofe, when you 
cannot have a bed to yourfelf. 

Saturday, the (jtlt of June. 

Friendfmill is a place, confifiing of feveral houfes, which takes its 
name from its being fettled or founded by the Friends or Quakers. It 
lies in the center of the difirict, which is called the Friends fettlcment. 

One JE:\IIMA WILKINSON, a Quaker, and a native of Rhode 
Wand, manifefied fo fervent a zeal in her religion, that at the age of 
twenty the was admitted to all the meetings of the fociety, which were 
held weekly, monthly, and quarterly, for fettling the general concerns 
and watching over the conduct of the brethren. She at length fan
cied, that the was called to act fome great and extraordinary part, and in 
this perfuafion formed the project of becoming the leader of a fea. In 
the courfe of a long and dangerous illnefs, the was fuddenly feized, or 
gave it out that the was feized with a lethargy, fo that to her friends the 
appeared as really dead. She continued, feveral hours, in this fituation . , 
and preparations were aClually making for her interment, when 1he fud-

denly 
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denly flarted Up, called for her doaths, declaring" that fhe had rifcn 
from the dead, and that fhe had caft off all her material fubi1:ance, and 
retained only the fpiritual." She went, accordingly, to the next meet
ing, as if with the authority of fome celdtial being, {poke there as one 
infpired. and gained fame followers. She, ere long, exprdTed her dif
pleafure at fome religious obfcrvances of the Quakers; and was, on this 
account, reprimanded by the meeting; which appears to have been pre
cifely the thing {he wifhed for and expected. In the opinion of others, 
fhe met with this reproof, becaufe at the beginning of the revolutionary 
war, fhe had been much attached to the Tories, and favoured the Eng
lifh party by declaiming againfr the ,var, according to the principles of 
the doctrine fhe profeffed. She cont.inucd preaching and proceeding in 
this manner, till fhe was excluded from the meetings, which indeed all 
along appeared to be her particular wifh. Being now a perfecuted 
perfon, at leafr by her own account, fhe began to gain fome partizans. 
She preached publicly on the neceffity of the abolition of all meetings 
convened to cenfure, of a reform of the church-ei1:abliihment, of 
granting to the Friends univerfal liberty to preach, \-,hat they pleafed~ 
without firft afking leave to do fo, &c. She foon made fome pro
felytes, and at the fame time drew on herfelf the difpleafurc of all, 
who adhered to the old forms of the religion of the Quakers. She 
experienced, therefore, a very unfavourable reception for herfelf and 
her do8:rines, both in Philadelphia and New York. Wherever {he 
came, every Quaker turned away from her with abhorrence, as the 
enemy of his religion; and all other perfons deemed her a fool or an 
enthufiafr. This difpofition of the public file again called a perfecu
tion, it being favourable to her ultimate views. The number of her 
followers was now daily incrcafing; and as fhe confidently trufred it 
would become frill more confiderable, fhe thought they might perhaps 

be willing to follow her. Accordingly fhe propofed to a number of 
them, to flee from thefe regions of intolerance, and to fettle in a place 

where they might worfhip God undifrurbed, and free from that bitter 
fpirit·" 
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fpirit of pcrfecution, which men had introduced in oppoiition to the 
divine ·will. 

Soon af::er the country about Lake Seneca and Crooked Lake was 
fixed upon as the place of thrir fettlcment. The company of New 
York, which had purchafed this land from the Indians, entered into a 

treaty for the {ale of it with there reformed Quakers. They were pro
mifed three tracts of land, containing each fix thoufand fquare acres, 
which were to form three difirich, and to which Jemima infiantly gave 
the name of Jerufalem. Thirty families removed hither with her; but 
fhe had confidently expected three or four hundred more, of ,vhom, 
however, not above twenty at lafi arrived. This fociety foon fpread 
over the three diHric1:s, \vhich it "as to occupy; but was not fufficiently 
numerous to repleni{h' the fourth part of each. The enchantment, how
cyer, had already been broken by Jemima's abfence, and with it had alfo 
vanifued their zeal for peopling this new land of promife. 

We faw Jemima, ann attended her meeting, which is held in her 
own houfe. We found there about thirty perfons, men, women, and 
children. Jemima fiood at the door of her bed-chamber on a carpet, 
with an ann-chair behind her. She had on a white morning gown, 
and waificoat, fuch as men wear, and a petticoat of the fame colour. 
Her black hair was cut {hort, carefully combed, and divided behind into 
three ringlets; fue wore a fiock, and a white {ilk cravat, which was 

~ 

tied about her neck with affeCted negligence. In point of deli\'ery, 1he 
preached with more eafe, than any other Quaker, I have yet heard; but 
the fubjeCl matter of her difcour{e ".as an eternal repetition of the fame 
topics, death, {in, and repentance. She is {aid to be about forty years 
of age, but fhe did not appear to be more than thirty. She is of middle 
fiature, well made, of a florid countenance, and has fine teeth, and 
beautiful eyes. Her action is fiudied; 1he aims at iimplicity, but there 
is fomewhat of pedantic in her manner. In her chamber we found her 
friend, RACHEL MILLER, a young woman of about twenty-eight or 
thirty years of age, her follower and admirer,' who is entirely devoted 
t"O her. All the land which Jemima pOifeffes is purchafed in the 

name 
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name of Rachel Miller, an advantage which {he o\YCS to her influel1Ct 
oyer her adherents, and to her dexterity in captiYating their affec
tions. 

Jemima, or the Friend (as DIe is called by way of eminence) incul
cates, as her leading tenet, poyert)', and refignation of all earthly poiTef
:lions. If you talk to her of her haufe, the always calls it "the houfe, 
which I inhabit." This houfe, however, though built only of the 
trunks of trees, is extremely pretty and commodious. Her room is ex
quifitcly neat; and refembles more the boudoir of a fine lady, than the 
cell of a nun. It contains a looking-glafs, a clock, an arm-chair, a 
good bed, a warming-pan, and a iilver faucer. Her garden is kept in 
good order; her fpring-houfe * is full of milk, cheefe, butter, butcher's
meat. and game. Her hypocrify may be traced in all her difcourfes, 
atHons, and condua, and even in the very manner in which fbe ma
nages her countenance. She feldom fpeaks, without quoting the Bible, or 
introducing a ferious fentence about death, and the neceffity of making 
our peace with God. Whatever does not belong to her own fea is with 
her an objea of difiafie and fredfafr averfton. She fows diiTention in 
families, to deprive the lawful heir of his right of inheritance, in order 
to appropriate it to herfe1f; and all this the does under the name and 
by the agency of her companion, who receives all the preicnts brought 
by the faithful, and preferves them for her reverend jrieud, who, being 
wholly abforbed in her communion with Chrifi, whofe prophetefs the is, 
would abfolutely forget the fupply of her bodily wants, if fhe were not 
well taken care of. The number of her votaries has, of late, much de
creafed. Many of the families, who followed her to Jerufalem, are no 
longer the dupes of her felf-interefred policy. Some frill keep up the 
outward appearance of attachment to her; while others have openly dif
daimed their connexion with Jemima. Such however as frill continue her 
adherents, appear to be entirely devoted to her. With thefe fhe paKes for 

"" Thefe are fmall offices or detached houfes in America, in which butter, milk, and 
fre1h meat are generally kept. They are calledfPring-houfis, becallfe a ilream of freih 
water is always 1"Unnin~ througl1 them. 

Q a pro-



.a prophetei~, ,,11 indefcribable being; 1he is not Jemima Wilkinion, but 
a fpirit of a peculiar name" which remains a profound fecret to all, who 
are not true believers; fhe is the Friend, the AlI-Jriend. Six or feven 
;irls of different ~lgp;, but all young and handfome, wait upon her, with 
furpriling emulation, to enjoy the peculiar fatisfaCtion of being per
mitted to approach this celei1:ial being. Her fields, and her garden, are 
ploughed and dug by the Friends, who nt'glect their own bufinefs, to 
take care of her's; and the All-Jriend is fo condefcending, as not to refufe 
their iervices; fhe comforts them with a kind word now and then, 
makes enquiries after and provides for their health and welfare, and has 
thc art of effectually captivating their affections, the more perhaps be
.caufe fhe knows how to keep her votaries at a refpeCtful dii1:ance. 

When the fervice was over, Jemima invited us to dinner. The hope 
of watching her more narrowly induced us to accept the invitation; but 
we did not then know, that it forms a part of the charaCter fhe a8s, 

never to eat with anyone, She foon left us; and locking herfelf up 
with her female friend, fat down, without other company, to an excel
lent dinner; we did not get ours, till after fhe had dined. When our 
dinner was over, and alfo another, which was fenTed up after ours, the 
{anctuaryopened again. And now Jemima appeared once more at the 

doot'of her room, and converfed with us, feated in an arm-chair. When 
fhangers are ,vith her, fhe never comes over the thre1hold of her bed
room; and when by herfelf, fhe is conftantly engaged in deliberation 
how to improve the demefne of her friend. The houie was, this day, 
very full. Our company confii1:ed of exa8ly ten perfons; after us dined 
another company of the fame number; and as many dined in the kit
chen. Our plates, as well as the table-linen, were perfeCtly clean and 
neat; our repaft, although frugal, was yet better in quality than any, of 
which we had partakep., fince our departure from Philadelphia; it confifted 

of good {rdh meat, with pudding, an excellent fallad. and a be~erage 
of a pe.:diar yet charming flavour, with which we were plentifully fup
plied Ol!t of Jemima's apartment, \-.. "here it was prepared. The devout 

gucits ob1erved. all this while, a protound filence; they either cafi:.dowll 

their 
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their eyes, or lifted them up to heaven with a rapturous figh; to mf~ 

they appeared, not unlike a party of the faithful, in the primitiye ~2p. 
dining in a church. 

The AII.jrimd had by this time exchanged her former drclS for that of 
a fine Indian lady, which, however, was cut out in the i"iimc falhion ~';, 

the former. Her hair and eye-brows had again been combed. She did 
not utter a fyllable rcfpecting our dinner; nor did the offer to make any 
apology for her abfence. Confrantly Lil;;:Jg~d in perfonating the p;:;-t fhe 
has afiumed, the dcfcanted in a ianctimonious, myfl:ic tone, on Geat;l, 

and on the happinefs of having been an ufdul infrrument to others in the 
way of their falvation. She afterwat:..ds gave us a rhapfody of prophecies 
to read, afcribed to one Dr. LOVE, who ,vas beheaded in CROM
WELL'S time; wherein the clearly difcerned, according to her accounts, 
the French Revolution, the decline and downfall of Popery, and the im
pending end of the world. Finding, however, that this converfation was 
but ill adapted to engage our attention, the cut thort her harangue at 
once. We had indeed already feen more than enough, to efrimate th~ 
character of this bad aCl:refs, whofe pretended fanctity on1y infpired us 
with contempt and difg-ufr, and who is altogether incapable of impofing 
upon any perfon of common underfranding, unlefs thofe of, the mofr 
fimple minds, or downright enthufiafrs. Her fpeeches are fo frrongly 
contradiCl:ed by the tenor of her actions; her whole condua, her ex
pence, compared with that of other families, within a circUl"pfcrclc:: of 
fifty miles, her way of living, and her drefs, form fuch a frriking con
:trafr with her harangues on the fubject of contemning earthly enjoy
ments; and the extreme affiduity, with which the is continually endea
vouring to induce children, over whom the has any influence, to leave 
their parents, and form a part of her community j all thofe particulars 
fo ftrongly militate againfr the doctrine of peace and univerfal love, 
which fue is inceffantly preaching, that we v,,-ere actually frruck with 
abhorrence of her duplicity and hypocrify, as foon as the firfr emotions 
.m our .cnriouty {ubfided. 
~ 

Her 
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Her fraudulent conduct, indeed, has been, I.: (-overed by fo many perfons, 
and fo much has been faid againfi: it, that it is difficult to account for her 
having had any adherents at all, even for a fhort time. And yet the will 
probably retain a fufficient number, to encreafe fi:ill further-her fortune, 
which is already conilderable for the country in which fhe refides, and 
tully adequate to the only end which the now feems anxious to atttain; 
namely, to live independent, in a decent, plentiful, and even elegant 
manner. There are fo many weak-minded religionifrs, and Jemima is 
fo particularly careful to felect her difciplcs among perfons who are either 
"\Try old or very young, that her impofture, however grofs and palpable 
to the difcerning, may yet be carried on for fome time with fuccefs. 
fufficient to anfwer her ultimate purpofe. If her credit fhould fink too 
low, fhe would find herfdf confi:rained to tranfplant ber holinefs to 
fome other region; and, in faa, fhe had, lafi: year, harboured the de
fign of removing her family and efi:ablifhment, and of fettling in Carl
ton Wand, on the Lake of Ontario, where the would enjoy the fatisfac
tion of living under the Englifh Government, which~ by her account, 
has proffered her a grant of land. 

If we may believe common rumour, fhe diffuades the young women 
generally from marrying. In regard to thofe about her, this advi€e 
originates from motives of perfonal interefr. I have little doubt, but 
that the pious devotion of thefe girls is fervent enough, to fubmit to all 
the caprices of the All-friend (which in their belief are infpirations). 
Another report is alfo handed about, that fhe has met with a male be
ing, whom fhe fancies fufficiently purified, to unite occafionally with 
her own exalted fociety and converfe. On this head a frory prevails, 
which, though fomewhat ludicrous, may yet properly find a place in a 
work of the gravefi: complexion, efpccially as it affords an additional 
proof of the endlefs muliplicity of pious deceptions. 

Among other votaries of Jemima was one 'Squire PARKER, who f~ttled 
in her neighbourhood, and frill retides ncar Friend{mill. Though a jolly 
fellow, ever gay and jocund, he efpou{ed very zealoufly the caufeand 
intcrefi: of the prophetefs. This Parker, who was conftantly in Jemi-

ma's 
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rna's retinue, gave himfdf out to be the Prophet Elijah, and very rightly 
conceived, that, by aiTuming a peculiar drefs, he fhould give a more im
paling character to his impoftures. He wore accordingly a white gown 
with large lleeves, and a girdle; in fhort, whatever he fancied might 
belong to the coftume of the ancient prophets. This was thc being, 
who was honoured with the high privilege of living with the All:friend 
on tcrms of the greateft intimacy. One evening the 'Squire, during a 
colloquy, inftituted by the divine and holy friend for the edification of 
her flock, ftole into the celeftial bed? which happened to be already 
occupied by a young girl of only fourteen. This girl, who had fre
quently heard the All-friend fay, that the Meffiah fomctimes appeared 
to her in her bed under different forms, and that fhe then converfed 
with him, fancied herfelf chofen by heaven to enjoy the felicity of being 
a witnefs of one of thefe apparitions, and retired pioully to the edge of 
the bed, where with awful refpect and in profound filence fhe lifrened to 
the repeated raptures, with which the pretended Meffiah bleiTed the Al!-
frimd. The next morning the poor girl could not refrain from indulg~ 

ing her vanity by acquainting all her friends, that in the bed of her 
friend fne had feen Chrifr, but who greatly refembled, fhe laid, the Pro
phet EIUah. Her curious and enraptured friends enquired into all the 
particulars of this apparition, of which fhe gave the mott fatisfactory 
and circumfrantial account in her power. It will hardly be doubted, 
that this religious trick not a little frrengthened the credulity of the 
female friends in the All-friend, and infpired Jemima 'with afilIrance, 
frequently to enjoy iimilar apparitions. 

A jufrice of the peace in the country, fpeaking of Jemima, aifured us 
alfo, that one of the girls, who lived with her, has judicially depofed, 
that, one day, fhe heard the cry of a new-born infant, which Jemima's 
negro-woman, as is conjectured, was in the acl of finothering between 
two mattrdlcs. That this depoiition exiits is undeniable; but the faa 

-itfclf is fo atrocious, that it would [eem incredible with lcfpcct to any 
either perron except a prophetefs. Whether this child were the refult of 

a :!lip of one of the maids of honour, or the fruit of her own intcrcourfe 
y,ith 
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with the apparitions, is not known. If, from the little regard that has 
been paid to t!:;-; frory, its veracity iJ:lOuld appear doubtful, let it 
be obferved, that i!l this new country jufrice is but feldom duly 
adminifrcred; that, often, it is difficult to obtain it at all; and that no 
one deems himfelf interdtcd in fubfiantiating the truth of the depofi
tion, \\ hich, after all, it wC:.I:ll be no eaiy matter to do. Dervifes, 
pontiffs, and prici1:s of moit rC'li,cri'111~perfuafions throughout the world, 
inch at leafr as would reoder re];g;on fubfervient to worldly purpofes, 
are either impotl:oTs or cn~>,uiiaHs. Alas! ab~! much the greater num
ber, I fear, belong with Jemima to the former clafs ~ 

The firfr {ettlers, who thoughtlefsly foJlowed the;ir divinity to this 
place, not being able to purcha(~ the lands, which compofed the three dif
trias, the remainder has been refrored to the company, who have again 
difpofed of it, and are frill felling it to all, who are defirous of becoming 
{ettlers. Accordingly, numbers of Methodifrs, Anabaptifrs, and mem
bers of the Church of England, arc now to be feen here; yet the colony 
retains its original name of The Friends' Settlement. Two meetings have 
been built here for the Quakers; one for the Methodifrs, and one for 
the Anabaptiils. The foil in thefe parts appears to be of prime quality. 
The land, occupied by families of Quakers, amounts t<,? about five hun
dred acres, more or lefs cleared, which produce excellent crops. 

The eftate, which we viewed with moft: attention, is that of BENE

DICT ROBINSON, fituate between Lake Seneca and Friendfmill. This 
Robinfon is one of the Quakers, who arrived here in the retinue of the 
All-friend, being then one of her mofr zealous difciplcs. He now fpeaks 
on this fubjeCl: with evident embarra1fment, in terms vvhich frill evince 
his attachment, yet without enthu1iafm, and without extolling her or 
placing implicit confidence in her divine million and oracular effufions. 
In ihort, he exprefies himfe1f in a manner, which fufficiently indicates, 
that he has been impofed upon by her in a higher degree, than he is 
willing to acknowledge. Knowing that he friH profeffed an attachment 
to her, and perceiving the embarraffment with which he delivered him
{elf on this fubje8:, we thought proper to difcontinue our enqumes. 

This 
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This Benedict Robinfon is a fenfible, mild, and well behaved man; he 
refides on an efrate of five hundred acres, about one hundred and fifty of 
which are cleared. Eighty have been laid out as meadows, and on thefe 
are fown timothy-grafs, and white clover. He purchafed his demefne 

. from the New Yark company for five fhillings an acre, and it is now 
worth, at lcafr, three or four dollars. His preient frock amounts to 
about thirty-five head of cattle; but he intends to rear more, and to 
make this the chief branch of his farming bufinefs, on a plan which ap
pears well adapted to the nature of the ground. Mr. Robinfon, who has 
refided here only three years, has not yet been able to acquire any impor
tant information on the different departments of agriculture, and on the 
productions befr adapted to the foil; and befides he appears to labour 
under prejudices, which he entertains in common with the great ma
jority of American farmers. He does not plough his land, but contents 
himfelf with breaking it up with a harrow of iron teeth, which tears up 
the ground about four inches deep. After this fimple operation, he rows 
his wheat, yet never until he has reaped two crops of potatoes or oats 
from the land, on which the wheat is [O\-Vl1. The foil is fo :thong, that, 
if rye were fown immediately after clearing the ground, the ears would 
run up fo high, and grow fo heavy, that they would fall on one fide, and 
be damaged by rotting. This fact, as he allured us, is evident from the 
general experience of the other farmers of this difrrict. Wheat, fown 
after the firfr harrowing, produces from twenty to twenty-five bufhels, 
cmd Indian corn about fixty bufhels. Wheat is fown for feveral years 
fucceilively, after harrowing, without the leafr ailifrance from the plough, 
and the crops continue confrantly the h'lme. Several farmers, who have 
fown wheat in this manner for thefe lafr fix years, have frill obtained gpod 
crops. Rye yields alfo from twenty to twenty-five bufhels, and oats thirty
five. But I mufr once more obferve, that licither wheat nor rye is ever 
fown tor the firft crop. Mr. Robinfon told us, that, in compliance with 
the willi of a friend, he ploughed half an acre, on which he fowcd "heat, 
but that the other half, which was not ploughed, turned out more pro
ductive than the former. This aflertion, however. io fo contradictory to 
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all theory, as well as to the univerfal experience of agriculturifrs, who ufe 
the plough, that it fecmed to us very problematical, and founded on 
prejudice, rather than on mature reflec1:ion and obfcrvation. Mr. Robin
fon is alfo of opinion, that barked trees, which are left franding on the 
cleared land, far from ldfening the produce, rather increafe it, by ihading 
the land, and thus preventing the foil from being too rapidly penetrated 
by the rays of the fun; the immediate contaa of which having never 
experienced before, it ihould be accufromed to it by degrees. But I 
this opinion is rather the offspring of prejudice than found reafon; and, 
according to a general practice obfervable in all countries and climates, 
feems rather intended to reconcile us to the impoffibility of proceeding 
otherwife, than to efrabliih itfelf as a new agricultural tmth. It can
not be denied, that the number of the iheaves, and compactnefs of 
the ears, which we meet with on lands, where two hundred barked trees 
have been left franding on an acre, is in itfelf really furprifing. But then 
thefe two hundred trees, reckoning only eighteen fquare inch~ for each 
tree, mufr engrofs a confiderable fpace, which might produce a propor
tionate quantity of grain. 

In this part of Geneffee the winter lath from four to five months. 
The cattle are fed with hay and frraw, but remain always in the open 
au. Mr. Robinfon fed his cattle at firfr in the fraIl; but the experience 
of the laft two years has convinced him, that they thrive better in the 
open air, where they alfo confume lefs fodder: his cattle are, therefore, 
now fed in the farm-yard. The produce of the efrate confifts in grain, 
cheefe, and butter. The hay is mofrly confumed on the farm. The 
average produce is one tun and a half per acre, befide the grafs, which is 
confumed by the cattle as it grows. As the extent of his meadows !hall 
be gradually enlarged, he propofes to increafe his ftock, which he intends 
to make.a principal article of his trade. The produce of his efrate is tranf
ported on the lakes, either to Canandaqua, Geneva, or Bath. Laft year 
he fold one thouh'md pounds weight of cheefe, at the rate of .a ihiiling 
a pound. He keeps about forty iheep, and hopes to increafe his flock, 
without being apprehenfive of the wolves, which, though very numerous 

In 
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ir; the furrounding fore:!.1:s, do but little harm. His wool is fine, and fells 
for four fhillings a pound, without regard to its quality; for in this coun

try, which is yet too young to pofTefs manufattories, l'\ cry farmer ma
nufaBurcs, in his own famil r, all the cloth he wants: thc falc of wool is 
thereforc ycry inconfiderable ; a circumf1:ance, \" hich tends not a little to 
confirm the farmcrs in their prejudices again:!.1: rearing fheep. Wheat fell, 
here from fix to fcyen fhillings, Indian corn four, and rye five fhilling~ 
pcr bufhcl; the price of flour is two dollars and a half per hundred 
weight; faIt heef ten pencc per pound, and fi·ef11 beef from four pence to 
five pence. Hemp fells at one penny a pound; a pair of tolerably good 
oxen will fctch from fixty to feventy dollars, and a cow from twenty-five 
to thirty. Servants earn from fin: to fix fhillings wages a week. A few 
negroes excepted, maid-fervants do all the work about the farm as well as 
the houfe. Day labourers, as in mo:!.1: other parts of America, are not eafily 

procured; their pay is four fhillings a day, or from nine to ten dollars a 
month. 

In the whole ac00ining di:!.1:ritt there is but one fchool, and that is kept 
by the Quakers, who, however, admit all children without difrinttion~ 
on their paying four fhillings per quarter. None of the medical faculty 
halT yet fettled hcre. The fettlement, however, upon the whole, is 
a-dvancing to profperity with rapid :!.1:ridcs. It is furrounded by the im
menfe traCt ofland, which belongs to Captain Williamfon, and confc
qucntly el~oys all the advantages and improvements, which his extenfive 
efrablifhment commands. Mr. Robinfon's e:!.1:ate, which he purchafed 

from the company in New York, appears to be attually within the pre
cintts of Captain Williamfon's demefile; as the latter, who bought hi~ 

lands from the :!.1:ate of Maifachufetts, learned from the report of his fur
veyors, that the boundaries of New York lay farther out. Accordingly 
thefe boundaries were marked out, and a line drawn, forming a triangle 

with the old line, the point of which touches the line of Pennfylvania, 
below the river Tioga, while the bafe, which :!.1:rctches along the Lake of 
Ontario, is from three to four miles in breadth; this has enlarged Cap
tain 'Villiamfon's demefne, which he holds from the frate of Maifachu-

R fctt~f 
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fetts, one hundred and twenty thoufand acres. Robinfon's dhtc lies' 
within this new line. Unuer fome appreheniion for the confequences, 
with which thi,; c;ml~(, of property might be attended, he has not, at pre
rent, made all the improvements, which he had in view. He is aifured, 
hov,c\"l'I", that he will be well ufed, and that the frate of New York, 
Cfj lIall :" \\ cit;hing the jufrice of Captain Williamfon's claim, and the le
gality of poi1~il.ion of the lands iince parcelled out to the fettlers, will 
indemnify the former by grants of an equal quantity of uncleared ground, 
and thus preyent the latter from being molefred in the quiet poifeffion of 
the lands, which they hold from the company in New York. Robinfou 
is now building a good wooden houfe, and he propofes to clear a great 
additional number of acres. 

The expence of felling and barking the trees, and inclo1i.ng the ground, 
amounts, at prefent, tb iix dollars per acre. Two years ago it did not 
exceed four. The owner of the land provides the oxen neceifary for re
moving the largefr trunks. 

I mufr not forget, however, to obfcrve, that according to an agree
ment, concluded many years ago, between the fratcs of New York and 
Maifachufetts, all the lands fold by and belonging to the latter, are to be 
fubjected to the territorial fupremacy of New York. 

The lands hereabouts are frequently viii ted, as they were this year, 
by a fpecies of 10cui1:s, 'which fix chiefly on the trees, and defrroy the 
leaves. They are fo extremely numerous, that every attempt to defrroy 
or remove them mufi apparently prove fruitlefs. Flies likewife are very 
troublefome here, being found in fuch prodigious fwarms, efpecially about 
noon, that the farmers are obliged to keep large fires burning ncar their 
houfes, where the cattle find fhelter from thefe tormenting infects, until 
the cool of the evening, when the latter difappear, and retire into the 
woods. 

Lake Seneca is about two miles and a half diftant from Mr. Ro
binfon's efiate. By the Indians it was called Canada Saga. Its pre
It:nt name is doubtlefs derived from the circumfran~e of its difcharging 
itfelf into the river Seneca, which, after being joined by fix or icyen 

fmaller 
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{inaller lakes, at length empties itfelf into the immenfe lake of Ontario, 

It is remarkable, that all the other V',aters, even up to this degree oflati
tude, flow in a foutherly direction. Lake Seneca is about forty miles in 

length, by three, fqur, and five miles in breadth. It is faid to abound in 
fi1h of a very fine -flavour, as do all the other American lakes, and yet fifh 
is as fcarce here as in any other part. The inhabitants of the banks an~ 
fo few, and have fa much other bufinefs upon their hands, that they can 
feldom or ever find time to (!o a fiillinf'". To render this branch of in-

,~ 0 

dufrry flourifhing, the population and wealth of a country mufr have 
reached to a certain height, from "which America, in its prefent frate, 
feems far removed. In the towns every inhabitant is engaged in bufi
nefs, either as a merchant or a tradefmall; and in the country every 
planter and farmer either keeps illl inn or a Hare. All other occupatiom 
are,and will yet, for fome time, be out of the quefrion. 

The point, where we arrived at the banks of Lake Seneca, con
tains a fettlemcnt of about three or four houfes, among which that of 
Mr. NORRIS is the moil: confpicuous; it is a fi11all, neat log-houfe, hand
fome in its appearance, and connected with another, in which he keeps 
a frore. It is no eai)' matter to conceive "hy this perfon, \\"ho is pof
feffed of an immenfe quantity of bnd on the oppofite bank of the lake, 
1hou1d erect thefe two houfes here, on a fj)ot which docs not belong to 
him, but which, according to a ycrbal promife of the company at New 
York, which claimed the property of the ground, was to be fold to him, 
if he chofe to have it, a contract which the company is now ul1.:>ble to 
fulfil; as by the late afcertaininent of the boundaries, this fpot is included 

within the demefi1e of Captain Williamfon, of "'hom, for 'vant of a 

written agreement, he has no right to demand an indemnification. Yet 

Captain Williamfon will himfelf, no doubt, perform that promife, if it 
fhall appear to have been made aanally and bfiJla jide. Independentl;' of 

the benevolent fentiments, which arc generally akrihcd to this gentle
man, he poffc11es fufficient difccrnment to percei \c, that his intcrdt i~ 

greatly promoted by a jufr condu:,t and civil demeanor. 
A pot and pear1-afh work t()fms no inconiidcrablt· part of this fmall 

R 2 ~('ttkm(':H, 
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ft:ttlcmcnt. The nay j,c:ati() 11 on the lake not only facilitates the home 
conycyance of the afhes, which are made on buth banks of the lake, 
wheneyer the ground is cleared, but al[o the exportation of th:j[c articles 
to Geneva or Catherine's Town; vvhich places are fituate at the two ex
tremities of the lake. By means of his :Hare, 11r. Norris can procure his 
a1hv' at a Y('ry reafr)twblc rate, as he pays for them in c:oHll11odities, which 
he recei \ es at ~ ew York, and the carriage for which amounts to only 
three dollars per cent. 

Our two travelling companions, who had lafi year pai1:':d oyer this part 
of our journey, introduced us on the fame day to Mr. Po fTER, a ri.:h 
land-owner, who potic{lcs about twenty-five thou{and .. 1<..,res, and refides 
eight miles from Friendfmill. About one hundred and fifty acres of his 
efiate are already reduced under till~ge; and he gave us nearly the fame 
information, relative to the fiate and agricultural produB:ions of thefe 
parts, as Mr. Robinftm. Mr. Potter and his 'whole family were formerly 
among the feveral zealous adherents of Jemima, but his at;:achment is 
now converted into contempt, and even detefiation. He has not only 
renounced all communion with her, but, at the fame time, all the pecu
liar habits and tenets of the Quakers. He lives on his efiate in a more 
elegant and gentleman like manner, than any other land-holder in this 
neighbourhood. He keeps {everal {ervants, and rather fuperintends the 
mallagement of his efiate by others, than attends aB:ivcly to it himfelf. 
He poifdfcs a good corn-mill, and a faw-mill, which are both worked for 
him, by a miller whom he employs. His corn-mill has yet ground {olely 
for the public; and, for this rea{on, it has only one courfc, although the 
quantity of water is fully (ufficient to fuppl), two. He intends to add 
another courfe, as {oon as the country fhall be ii.lfficiently populous to 
keep it in employment. The faw-mill may alfo be enlarged, as occafion 
requires. The ufual price for the {awing of timber is either fix dollars in 
money tor eyery thoufand feet, or half the boards cut. We were very 
civilly received by 1\1r. Potter and his family, yet rather with exterior po

litenefs than trne urbanity. Mr. Potter fpeaks little, yet e..xprdfes him {elf 

on moft fubjcds with great propriety. Whether from bafhtulne{s, or 

affeB:ation, 
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affectation, he has about him an air of referve, which is not a little difa
greeable to a traveller, and proves unfa vour:.lble to his defire of informa
tion-the great motive \"hich brought us hither. It muit, howe,'er, be 
admitted, that to anf'H-r the endlef, qud1:ions of 1hangers mufr, at beft, 
prove an irkfome ta{k to a land-holder-a confcfuon, which includes our 
mofr grateful acknowledgments tu thoic, 'who ha,'e been polite enOllgh to 
grati(vour curioiity. 

The whole country abounds in fug,r-maple trees *, and very confider
able quantities of this fugar are made here. The following is the fubftance 
of the information, which we were able to procure on this head: 

1. The medium produce of a tree, ftanding in the midft of a wood, is 
three pounds of fugar. 

2. The average produce of trees, fran ding on ground which has been 
cleared of all other wood, is from iix to feven pounds per tree. 

3. A barrel of the firft Juice, which comes from the maple-tree, will 
yield feven pounds of fug~tr, if the tree frand fingle, and four, if it frand in 
the midfr of other wood. This iugar is fold at one fh ling per pound. 

4. A barrel of the fecond juice will yield three gal .>lh and a half of 
treacle. 

5. Four or five barrels of the third juice will yield one barrel of a good' 
and pleafant vinee:ar. 

,) 

O. The vinegar is found to be better, in proportion as it is more con
€entrated. This is the caie with Robin1ua's vinct!:ar, \\ ho. from ten bar-

u ' 

reIs of the third juice, brews but one barrd of Yine;~ar. 

7. To clarify the "inegar, it mufr be boiled with lca\'cn. 

8. The third juice, which is not uied for vinegar, yields cyder of an ex
cellent flavour, when mixed with an equal quantity of \vater. 

o. The longer the firfr juice i:, boiled, the bettl.:r and finer·thc fugar will 
become. 

10. In order that the trees may continue producE \'e, they require to 
be tapped with extraordinary care; i. e. the fi{fures mufr be neither too 

deep, 110r too wide, fo that 110 water may fettle in them, after the juice 

;\< Acer faccharinum, Lin. called by the Indians Ozeketa.-TrmU7. 
1~ 
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i~ extracted, and that the wood may clofe again in the fpace of a tweh'e~ 

month. 
11. During the time the juice is flowing out, which lai1:s about fix 

weeks, and generally begins on the 1ft of February, all the days on 
,,-hich it freezes or rains are loft, fo that the number of days on which 
the bufinefs can be purfued to adyantage is frequently, from thcfe cir
eumi1:ances, much diminifhed. 

12. Maple fugar, however, is already obtained in fufficient quantities, 
to form a refpectable article of trade, as during the above time two per
fans can frequently make from five to fix hundred pounds of it, and 
this quantity will be increafed in proportion to the number of work
men employed. As the maple-tree, wherever it grows, multiplies with 
ai1:onifhing rapidity, we found, almo11: every where on our journey, no 
want of excellent fugar. At Robinfon's it was better and finer than we 
had met with any where elfe ; although in general it is not fo white here 
as at Afylum, where Mdfrs. de VILL\lNE and D'ANDLAU refine it with 
the yolks of eggs. At honei1: Robinfon's we alfo partook of an excel
lent liqueur, or dram, which he called cherry-rum, and which confii1:s of 
the juice of wild cherries, mixed up with a fmall quantity of rum. We 
learned, on this oecation, that the cherry-tree never produces fruit in a 
forei1:, but only when it i1:ands fingle; from which it fhould {eem, that the 
neighbouring trees injure and impede its vegetation. We were indebted 
chiefly to Mr. Robinfon for the information we obtained on this fubject, 
but the truth of it was equally confirmed from other quarters. 

Our rambles in this neighbourhood led us, at length, to Friendfmill, 
where we found Captain vVilliamfon. The refolution of making this 
additional excurfion, in lieu of waitil1g for him at Bath, feemed the 
moft proper \YC could adopt. I think it right here to take fame notice 
of our worthy landlady at Friendfmill. She is a young woman, born 
and married at New lork, whom the {peculating propenfity of her 
hufband has brought into this country to keep an inn. She arrived 

here about two months ago; the elegance of her manners, and the pro

priety of her conduct, diftinguiih her very advantageoufly, even from many 

American 



BY 'HrE DUKE DE LA ROCHEPOUCAUL'l' J"TANCOl'RT. 1'27 

AmCd(,m ladies, who move in a higher fpherc than that of inn-keepers. 
Her hufband, engaged in his fpeculations, has been abfent almoft all 
the time £lnce her arrival here. This young and elegant perfon, highly 
amiable in every point of view, derives additional charms from her 
delicate frate of health, which fcems to indicate, that ihe ,vas not de
£lgned by nature for the drudgery of an inn-keeper's wife in America. 
She is, moreover, without the affiftance of any fervant, and is, confe
quently, obliged to perform every menial work herfelf in her new iltua
tion; and this 1he does with a degree of induihy, and a mien fo noble and 
graceful, as at once to command our fympathy, refpect, and love. We 
found ourfelves interefted in her, ihe attracted all our efteem, and 
gained our warmeft admiration. On our departure we tdlified our 
wi1h that her hufband might foon return, and bring with him the fer
vants ihe ftands fo much in need of; and, without whofe affiftance her 
health would be irretrievably injured, by the incdrant toils rcqui£lte in 
her prefent £ltuation. On the whole, we obferved, that the women are 
handfomer here than in any other parts of the Continent we have 
hitherto traverfed. 

Monday, the 8th if JUlIC. 

Our friend Blacons, who had not yet completely recoyered from. his 
fall, and was apprehenfive of a fimilar accident on our way back, pro
pofed to wait for us in Canand<1.qua, in order to avoid the fatigue of 
travelling eighty miles with us in a difficult country. \Ve :fhould value 
our friends not for the pleafure they afford us, but on their own account. 
This truifm, which in general is confidered as mere theory, was here 
reduced by us to practice. We felt and tefiified our regret at parting 
with Blacons, but left this mattcr to his own option; fearful, only, that 
he 1hould mifs his way, though ihort and plain enough. He would 
not have taken this refolution, probably, could he ha,-c forefeen that 
M. Dupetitthouars and my{elf, miffing our way at the very out{ct, 
would be neceffitated to ftrike into the upper road, which is very good, 
and thus avoid the impediments, which occafioned his fall, and juftified 
his apprehenfions. 

On 
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On our \1 a y back to Bath we met with nothing remarkable, except 

an Indian intoxicated \\ i LIl W hilk)', and who demanded of us more of 
that liquor. He belonged to a troop, which was hunting in the forefi:, 
and had Iii, child with him, though no Indian h<lbitation was to be 
found within the ipace of two or three hundred miles. Nothing, 
hO\\L\Cr, is more common than thefe hunting-rambles, eyen at fuch 
a great difiance from all habitations. The produce of the chafe they 
fell to any inhabitants they meet for a dollar or a bottle of whiiky, 
and behaye, on moil: occafions, in a ,-ery orderly manner. Few or no 

complaints are made of them; a circumfiance the more eafily accounted 
for, as an intoxicated perfon is here by no means an uncommon appear
ance. 

WedlleJday, the lotlz of June. 

At Bath we were led by a train of refleCtions to obferve how much 
the fuccers of a fettlement depends on the activity, judicious manage
ment, inceiTant application, and fieady profecution of a well-concert
ed plan; {uccefs, indeed, mufi necdfarily crown not only this fort of 
undertaking, but all others, when thus planned and executed. \Vhe
ther Captain Williamfon be the fole proprietor of the lands in GendTee, 
or co-owner thereof; or, which appears to me the mofi probable, is 
merely the agent of the wealthy Sir \V ILLIAM PULTEN E \" of London, 
the real pofidlor of there lands, all things relative to the fettlement of 
them are tranfacted in the Captain's name, he being confidered as the 
iDle creator, direCtor, and main fpring, of cn:ry aCt of purchafe and fale 
\vhich is made or negociated. , 

The land in Geneffee, or rather that part of it which belongs to the 
State of Maffaehufetts, and was not then fold, \yas, in 1791, pur
chafed in London of Mr. Morris for one fhilling per acre; he had bought 
it of Mr. PHELPS for five-pence per acre. The contraCt was con
cluded on the fuppofition, that this tract: of land contained a million of 

acres; and on condition, that the fifty thoufand pounds fi:erling, which 

'"-..-ere to be paid immediately, fhould be returned by Mr. Morris, pro-

yided 
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vided that Captain Williamfon, who was to view the lands, lhould 111)t 

find them anfwerable to the defcription giYCI1 by the vender. Capoin 
Williamfon was highly fatisfied with the lands; and, of couric, the agree
ment was definitively fettled. It reflects no little credit on l'vlr. Morris, 
that, when on furveying the lands a furplus of one hundred and twenty 
thoufand acres was difco\'ered, he made no difficulty in transferring 
them, together with the reft, to Captain Williamfon, without the leaH 
remuneration, becaufe, as he obferved, it had been his intention bona 

fide to fell the whole without any refervation whatever. But for this 
generous mode of proceeding, the difcovery of fuch a confiderable fur
plus might have furniihed ample matter for litigation. It is much to 
be wifhed, that fo difinterefted and liberal a character may find means, 
to extricate himfelf from the difficulties, in which he is now involved. 

This diftria of Captain Williamfon's, bounded on one fide by 
Lake Ontario, and on the other by the river Gendfce, extends eighty 
miles in length by thirty or forty in breadth. Though this diftriCl. 
comprehends a quantity of land, which was fold antecedent to Captain 
Williamfon's contraCt, yet its continuity is not thereby interrupted. 
Captain Williamfon has purchafed fome other land, ,\hich he has an
nexed to that bought of Mr. Morris, fo that he is now the poprietor of 
a traa confifiing of not lefs than one million five hundred thoufand acres. 
After having fpent fix months in vifiting and fun~eying this extenfive di
ftria, he at length came to a determination, to found at once feyeral 
large eftablifhments, rather than one capital colony. He accordingly 
fixed upon the mofr eligible fpots for building to,ms, which were to 
ferve as central points to his whole fyftem of fettlcments; thcf~ ,\ ere. 

Bath, on the creek of Conhoaoon; Williamfburg, on the river Genefiee; 
Geneva, at the extremity of Lake Seneca; and Great Sodus, on Lake 
Ontario. He has divided his whole territory into j0uJ.rl'~ uf {ix miles. 

• i 

more or lefs, varying a little according to local circumitanccs. Klch of 
thefe-feaions is to form what he calls a dif1:ritt. 

The captain very juftIy obferved, that this excellent land, for it is 
111 general of the beft quality, would foon find purcha1ers, ''''hen it::' 

S fertilit) 
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fertility fhould come to be properly known. He made it therefore his firtl 
bufinefs, to cfrablifh a mode of communication between Philadelphia and 
this new tratt. Formerly perions travelling to thefe parts were obliged 
to proceed hither by the way of Albany and New York; which caufed a 
circuit of five hundred miles or morc, that part of the road included 
which leads from Northumberland to Loyalfock, on the eafrern arm of 
the Sufquehannah. Captain Williamfon has fhortened this way by at 
leafr three hundred miles. The new road likewife, which leads from 
Bath by Painted Poft, is now continued as far as William{burg, while . , 
a by-road l"\ms from Bath to Canandaqua, another from Bath to Geneva,. 
and a third from Canandaqua to Great Sodus. In addition to thefe, fe
veral others ha ,"e been made, which, though yet not much frequented~ 
will in time become of great importance. For the ufe of this vafr ter
ritory, the Captain has already ereaed ten mills, namely, three corn and 
feven faw-mills, together with a great number of houfes; and he has be
gun, in feveral places, to clear the wood-l~nds. The confiderable fums, 
which, being fufficiently rich for that purpofe, he was under the necef
fity of advancing, before he could fell an inch of ground, he jufrly con,.. 
fiders as money laid out to the greatefr poffible advantage. 

He moreover put himfelf to the heavy expence of tranfporting eighty 
families hither from Germany; which fhould have been felected from 
among the inhabitants of Saxony; but which his agent at Hamburgh 
chofe from among the crouds of foreigners, whom poverty, idlenefs, 
and neceffities of every kind, induce to refort to that mercantile city; 
with a view to emigration. Thefe families, which on their arrival here 
were placed on fmall farms, have not however cleared the land allotted 
to them. Being maintained from the :6rfr out of Captain William:l<m's 
fro res, they did not fo much as work on the roads, which they were to 
finifh; and their leader, the very agent, who had feleaed -and brought 
them over, after having rioted for fome time in idlenefs, drunkennefs, 
and debauchery, at length ran away, with the whole fet, to Canada; 

bei~g gained oyer, if we may believe common fame, by the Englifh. 

This 
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Thisfinifi:er incident, difcouraging as it \yaS to the Captain, eng~ged 
"in bufinefs of great urgency and importance, did not hO'.\'cn:'T depretS hi, 
ipirits, or cool his zeal. The foreign labourers were inHantly replaced 
by Irifhmen, with a very confiderable gain in point of the progreG of 
labour, as well as of faving in the article of expence. The roads, which 
had been only begun, were foon put into good condition; and the land, 
which at firfi: was fold at one dollar per acre, in two years time fold for 
three. The produce of about eight hundred thoufand acres, difpofed of in 
this manner by Captain Williamfon, have not only refunded the purchafe
money, and the whole amount of the other expence incurred, but alfo, 
by his own confeffioll, yielded ~ nett profit of fifty thoufand pounds 
frerling. 

This great and rapid accumulation of property he, undoubtedly, owc~ 
to the money he at firfi: advanced; but befides the neceffity of this money 
being laid out with judgment and activity, it was alfo requifite, that, in 
addition to his other means of forwarding improvement, he fhould be 
mafrer of fome fubordinate advantages, without which, fo rapid a return 
of his firfi: difburfement;s was hardly to be expeeted. Captain WilliamfoB. 
conftantly refides in the very centre of his fettlements, which circum
france, alone, gives him a very fuperior advantage oyer all the great 
landholders, private fpeculators, and trading companies, who refide in 
towns; for thefe, being often engaged in frock-jobbing, which holds 
out confiderable profit, nearer in profpect than what can be obtained 
from the fale of land, difcourage purcha(ers, either by fubjecting them 
to enormous travelling charges, or obliging them to carryon a tediou.:. 
(lorrefpondence, in the cour(e of which they have frequently to wait a 
long time before they can get a definitive an(wer, if they do not incur 
confiderable unneceffary expence to expedite the bufinefs. 

Captain Williamfon, on the contrary, who is always to be found 
in the midft of his poffeffions, and is ever attentive to fee and anfwer 
tho(e who have bufinefs with him, frequently concludes a contraet, 
and removes every difficulty, in the cour(e of a few minutes com"cr-

S :1 fation; 
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fation; j() that the purchafer, when he comes to view the land, being 
extremely plea1ed with the ft)iI, the triflirig purchafe-money, the fpeedy 
conclufion of the contraCl, and the good reception he has experienced 
from the Captain, on his return home imparts his fatisfaction to hili 

"hole neighbourhood, and generally brings along with his own fam~Iy 
fome ne\..- fetders, who alfo ·win over other profelytes in the like man

ner, and from the fame motives. 
::?dly, Captain Williamfon's land is free from all difpute or quefrion 

concerning its right of occupancy. His claims being :fhiClly legal, all his 
land is properly afcertained and marked out. The purchafers can, there
fore, with entire fecurity, extend at once, like Captain Williamfon, their 
operations over eyery part of their {ettkment. This is an important ad
ditional ad·:anta~.::e in the fale and purchafe ofland, which however is but 
too little attended to by thofe, who are engaged in {peculations of this 
nature. 

3dly, His land, the price f~)r an acre of which has gradually rifen from 
one dollar, to t\..-clve ihillings, two dollars, and at la11: to three dollars, 
is al ways fold with a proyifo, that a number of acres be cleared, equal 
to the number of families ,yhich fuall come to fettle, within eighteen 
months. This claufe is, however, only exacted from thofe, who pur-

. cha1e a large quantity of land; they who buy fmall fuares of fixe 
hundred or a thoufand acres, are bound only to procure one family. 
~o contraCl is concluded without this claufe, which is of more import
ance, than at firH fight it appears to be; for every man, who poffdres a 
piece of ground, the value of which is progreilively encreafing every 
year, \yill be folicitous Gut to forfeit the poffeffion of it, and conduct 
himfelf accordingly. However, if he ihould fell again before the ex
piration of eighteen months, the new purchafer is rendered liable to the· 
condition, and Captain Williamfon, who adheres to his original con
tract and confiders the land as mortgaged for the execution of it, re-
1umcs the poffeffion of the fuares then fold, if the conditions of the {ale 
he not fulfilled. This rigorous meafure is not purfued in cafes, where· 

known. 
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known obftacIes impede or protract the execution of the claufe: for the 
Captain is too f.:nfiblc, that it is his intcrdt to act uniformly in a milt:' 

ju11: and condefcending manner. The c1aufe howe\-cr can always be 
enforced, and is actually enforced often enough, 'to fpur the indolence 

of fuch purchafers as need this incitement. It is. th~refore, upon the 
whole, extremely well adapted to promote the fnceds of his lElder

taking. For, in proportion to the quantity of land already rendered 
fit for cultivation, will doubtlefs be the price of that \vhich yet rc

mains unfold. 
4thly, The f0110wing are the Captain's terms of payment: to difcharge 

half the purchafe-money in three years aftcr the firO: conclufion of the 
contract, and the remainder at the expiration of fix years. The payment 
of intereft to commence from eighteen months after the period when the 

bargain is {huck. Thefe terms are remarkably advantageous to a pur
chafer; for if he inftantly fet about clearing the ground, he may eafily 
obtain the produce thereof, before the intereO: becomes due; nay, his 
crops may frequently procure him (omewhat towards thc payment of the 
firO: inftalment. Such families, as are extremely poor, the Captain nlp
plies occafionally with a cow, an ox, or even a houfe to live in. But 
this generofity he exercifes with great prudence and difcretion. He 
makes but few prefents of this nature, Jet thefe are in fufficient number, 
to invite colonifis, by a well-founded reliance on his general character 

for benevolence; and hitherto none, but German families, have abufed 
his kindnef;. . Affiitance 10 highly important can only be afforded by 

landholders, who refide perfonally on their dcmefiles. A proprietor, 

who is abfent from his eO:ate, or a difiant commercial company, can 

only act upon general principles, the application of which frequently 
leads to inconvenient expences, or has a tendency even to depri VI: the 

country of inhabitants, who alone can give it agricultural or political 
importance. 

5thly, Captain \Villiam1on never efiablifhes a fettlement, "\vithout hay

ing previoufiy made fuch arrangements, a~ fi1all fecure a regular fuppl) of 
provi1ioll 
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provifion to the inhabitants. His own frores, which however 'he does not 
teem to confider as his own, are nev~r opened, unlefs it fhould happen. 
that fettlers, from want of prudence or property, are expofed to want. 
\Vere he to open them before, the indufrry of the inhabitants would be 
<J.uickly relaxed; which in all new fettlements it is highly necdfary to 
fofter and frimulate. He employs the fame means in fuch fettlements 
as are already formed; and this precaution, though not always necef
fary, is never attended with any lofs or damage, becaufe in a new coun
try of fuch "afr extent, the prime necefI"aries of life are fure at all times 
to meet with a ready fale. 

6thly, He encourages every new fettlement by taking himfelf a fhare 
111 It. When five or fix new fettlers have formed the project of building 
their houfes together, he always adds one to them at his own expence, 
and which is much fuperior to theirs. This expence, which at firfr 
fight feems to carry with it an air of generofity, or perhaps affecta
tion, is in reality founded on the foundefr polic),. The fhare, on which 
Williamfon builds, generally acquires ten times its former value. A 
purchafer or tenant foon appears; and the different houfes and mill~, 
which he has erected, have hitherto, without exception, produced twice 
.or three times as much as they coft. 

7thly, Once every year, at leafr, he makes it a point, to vifit each of his 
[ettlements, and thus diffufes activity by his prefence. This infpeCtion 
tends to promote the fale of the land, and to enfure fecurity and eafe to 

-the purchafer. In addition to thefe prominent traits of his management, 
he employsaH the warious means, which the peculiarity of fituation or 
other circumfrances may offer. Independently of the medical fro res, 
which he keeps .inall the chief places of his fettlement, he encourages 
by premiums races) and all other games and pafrimes of young peo
,pIe. He is attempting likewife to efrablifh horfe-races, with a view 
to impro\-e the breed of horfes, and keeps himfelf a fet of beautiful fral
lions. Thde horfes cover only the mare's of proprietors, who mufr hire 
them) from motives which mufi be obvious to all who are converfant in 
{ubjccb of this nature. 

CaptaiR 
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Captain William{(m has now nearly put t~1e finifhillg f1:roke to hiS" 
great undertaking. Next autumn he propofes to fail for England, ::nd 
to return the followin~ fpring with a choice aiTembla~e of hor(cs, cattle. 
and fheep, of the beft breeds he can obtain, and a collection of mo
dels of all implements of agriculture, the dimenfions of \vhich are f) 

nicc:ly calculated; and fo well made in that great country, where all 
ufeful arts, and efpecially thofe which relate to agriculture, have a'::
tained to an uncommon degree of perfection. Captain WiIliam[on 
will, therefore, not only procure to his extenfive poiTeillons fingular ad
vantages over thofe of other landholders, but alfo become the benefactor 
of America at large, whofe agriculture he cannot fail to meliorate, b:--
effering to her view improvements, fanctioned by time and experience. 

What I have related on this head is not merely the refult of what we 
faw and heard from the Captain himfelf during our fray at Bath, but it 
tallies correctly with the information we afterwards collected at GeneiTee. 
Captain Williamfon is here univerfally refpected, honoured, and beloved. 
How glorious, in my cfreem, is his career! How fortunate and enviable 
his defrination! How much more important than that of a diffipated 
1Z0urtier, or a mercenary frock-jobber! I too, not in a new country, but 
in France, where there is fuch an ample field for ufcful exertion, formed 
fimilar eftabli:fhments on my eftates, by which I diffufed activity and in
dufrry all around me; I frudied to enrich the country, and to render it. 
indufrrious- and fiouriihing. I hoped, and expected, to encreafc the feli-
city of my own 1ituation, by adding to the comforts of my poor neigh
bours. Undertakings, .vhich had no object but the welfare of my coun
try, were beginning to be crowned with all the defired fuccefs, when T
was fuddenly obliged to relinqui:fh that much loved country, to which 
}I was rendering fo much fervice. I am now, alas! an exile; all my 
hopes have vani:fhed like a :fhadow. Solitarily I wander, without a coun
try 1- can call my own: lite, therefore, for me, is completely at an end. 
But no more of thefe reflections on what I was, and \\ hat I am: they 
are too painful. -

To 
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To return to Captain Williamfon. The four days we remained here, 
\\"c employed in \ifiting the difterent fettlements in the neighbourhood 
of l.hth. This place has been fixed upon, to be the chief town of a 
county. The prefent county of Ontario, at the next fitting of the Le
giDatiye AfTembly of New York, is to be di vided into two parts, one of 
,vhich is to retain its former name of Canandaqua, from the chief town 
fa called; and the other is to aifume the name of the county of Bath, 

the chief place of which is to be the city of that name. 
Mr. \\'illiamfon is, at prefent, building a fchool, in Bath. This he 

intends to endow with fome' hundred acres of land, and to take upon 
himfelf the maintenance of the matter, until the money, paid for the in
firuCtion of the children, ihall be fufficient for his fupport. For good 

reafons, the Captain has been for fome time paft enquiring after an able 
fchool-maHer. He is alfo building a feffions-houfe and a prifon. The 

prefent inn was like wife built by him; but he afterwards difp01ed of it 

at a confiderable profit. He IS now building another, chiefly to excite 
proper emulation, and an Englii11man already occupies a part of the un
finiilied building, which, in addition to other conveniences, is alfo to 

contain a ball-room. Near Bath, on the other fide of the Conhoct:oon, 

he has ereCted a corn-mill, and two faw-mills; which works, from the 

great quantity of water at hand, are capable of confiderable enlargement. 
He is like wife conftructing a bridge, for the purpofe of opening a free 
and uninterrupted communication with the country on the other fide; 
it v,ill alfo proyc of efTential fervice to the road leading to Williamfburg, 

which runs along the foot of the mountains. Thefe mills, when finiihed, 
will not eoH more than fiye thoufand dollars; and the Captain has a1-

re~lly been offered for them twelve thoufand five hundred dollars, be

fides a ihare of one hundred acres of land. He a1fo poifeifes fome fmall 
farms in the vicinity of Bath. A good hufbandman, who was his neigh
hour in Scotland, fuperintcnds thefe farms, which appear to me to be 
better managed, and better ploughed, than any I have hitherto feen. In 

all thefe {ettlements, he has at leafr one eftate ~eferved for, himfclf. The 

frock on all of them is remarkably good, and he keeps them in his own 

pofTcffion, 
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pofieffion, until he can oblige t(lme of his friends with them, or hand
{orne offers are made for them from other quarters. 

To the different fettlements already mentioned the Captain is now 
adding two others on Lake Ontario; one near Rondegut, on the 
river GeneiTee; and the other at Braddock, thirty miles farther inland. 
As there appeared fome danger of a war breaking out between America 
and England, it is but very lately, that he carried this project into execu
tion; and for the fame reafon the works at Great Sodus have alia been 
much delayed. Laft year General Simcoe, Governor of Upper Ca
nada, who coniidered the forts of Niag:ua and Of we go, which the Eng
lith ha,"e retained, in violation of the treaty, as Engliih property, toge
ther with the banks of Lake Ontario, fent an Englith officer to the 
Captain, with an injunction, not to perfi.ft in his defign of forming thefe 
fettlements. The Captain returned a plain and fpirited anfwer, yet 
neverthelefs conducted himfelf with a prudence conformable to the cir
cumfiances. All thefe difficulties, however, are now removed by the 
profpect of the continuance of peace, and frill more fo by the treaty 
newly concluded. It is aiTerted, that the fi.tuation of Great Sodus, on 
the coail: of this diftri8:, promifes to afford fafe and convenient moor
ings for thips, from the depth of the water, and that the poft may alfo be 
eafily fortified againfr an enemy. On confulting the map, the great im
portance of fuch a harbour to the United States, will be readily dif
cerned, whether it be confidered as a port for thips of war, or for mer
chantmen. 

Hitherto I have fpokell of Captain Williamfon merely in his public 
chara8:er, as founder of the moil: extenfive fettlement, which has hitherto 
been formed in America. I fhall now follow him into private life, where 
his hofpitality and other focial qualities render him equally confpicuous 
and amiable: and here it is but doing him common jufrice to fc'1y, that 
in him are united all the civility, good nature, and cheerfulnefs, which a 
liberal education, united to a proper knowledge of the world, can impart. 

We fpent four days at his houfe, from all early hour in the mormng un-

T til 
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til late at night, without ever feeling ourfclves otherwife than at home. 
Perhaps it is the (aird'c eulo~ium We can pafs on his free and eafy urba
nity, to fay, that all the time of our Hay he fecmea as much at his eafe, 
as if 'we had not been prefent. He tranfaCtcd all his bufinefs in our prc
fence, and 'Y<L,) actively, employed the v.hole d;:-,y long. \V c were pre
lent at his receiving perions of different ranks and defcriptions, with 
who~ the apartment he allots to bufinefs is generally crouded. He re
ccin:d them all with the fame civility, attention, cheerfulnefs, and good 
nature. They come to him prepo:ffdfed with a certain confidence in, 
him, and they never leave him diililtisfied. He is at all times ready to 
cOllver{c with any, who have bufinefs to tran{atl with him. He will 
break off a converh1.tion 'with his friends, or even get up from dinner, 
for the fake of diipatching thofe, who wi1b to fpeak to him. From this 
COll1tant readinc:fs of receiving all who have bufincfs with him, fhould any 
conclude, that he is influenced by a thiril of gain, this furmife would be ( 
contradicted h) the unanimous tefrimony of all "vho have had dealings 
with him, thofe not excepted, who have bought land of him, which 
many of them have fold again with confiderable advantage to themfelves. 
But were it even undeniable, that money is his leading or fole object, it 
is highly defirable, that all, who are {wayed by the fame paffion, would 
gratify it in the fame jufi, honourable, and ufeful manner. f) 

The prices of all forts of provifion, of cattle, and labour, in this dif
tritt, are exactly the fame as in the Friends' Settlement, or, at leafi" fo 
nearly the [1.me, that it is needlefs to mention the difference. • The 
price of carpenter's work is four pence a foot for hewn timber, and 
two dollars for ten fquare feet in boarding the fides of buildings, or cover- \ 
ing them with ihinglcs. It ihould be obferved, however, that all forts 
of merchandize are mueh dearer in the fhops here than at Mrs. Hill's, 
at Friendfmill. The price of commodities in thefe new fettlements 
depends, it may be faid, entirely on ~he hon0ur ,of the tru;der; tor 
he alone can fupply the wants of the inhabitants and the Americans , ' 

never ofter lefs than the feller demands. Th~ prices of planks . ~r~ .. 
higher 
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higher at the Captain's mill than any where elfe. He takes feven dollars 
per thoufand for cutting them, and the mill, which is continually at work, 
can cut fix thoufand in twenty-tour hours time. He fells them at the 
rate of nine fhillinp per hundred. Should he continue poffdfor of the 
mill for any length of time, it is his intention to lower the price. He 
obferved to us, that if he were to do fa at pre(ent, he ill0uld difcourage 
all the other inhabitants, who may have formed the defign of con
{hutting mills, and that the prices ,,,,ill {{Jon be brought down by com
petition. 

\Ve are allured, that the climate here is much more temperate, both 
iF} winter and (ummer, than in Penn(ylyania; that the winter (eldom or 
never lafts above four months; that the cattle, even in that (eafon, graze 
in the foreft without inconvenience; and that no provifion of fodder is 
requifite, during the winter, except tor (uch cattle as are to be fattened. 
Neither does the fnow ever lie (0 deep as to cover all the herbs, which 
(erve for their pafture. 

Captain Williamfon has hitherto endeavoured, but in vain, to remove 
the objedionof this diftrid being rather unhealthy. In his opinion, the 
unhealthinefs afcribed to it is nothing but the natural effeCt of the climate 
upon new (ettlers, and is confined to a few fits of fever, with which ftran
gers are u(ually (eized in the firfr or (econd year after their arrival. It is 
certain, however, that the inhabitants all agree in this unfavourable re
port of their climate; notwithfranding which crouds of new fettlers re
(ort every year to this diftria:. Thus much, at leaft, we ob(erved, that 
marfhes and pieces of fragnant water are thickly (pread over the face of 
the country; but thefe will, no doubt, be drained, as population and 
cultivation fhall encrea(e; this however is and will for fome time be un
attempted; and moreover, the water for common drink is in mofr places 
unplea(ant and unwholefome. 

Though we llept at the inn, yet we fpent the wholc- day, from morn
ing to night, at Mr. Williamfon's, where we enjoyed more tranquillity 
than in the noify inn, which is no bigger than a (parrow's nefr, and is 

T :J always 
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-always crouded with travellers. One night twenty-five of us fiept in 
two rooms, ill fix beds, which rooms were, in faa, nothing but defpi
-cable corn-lofts or garrets, pervious to the wind and rain. 

The habitation of the C",ptain confifts of fe\reral fmall houfes, formed 
of trunks of trees and joiner's work, which at prcfent make a very irre
gular whole, but ·which he intends foon to improve. His way of living 
is fimple, neat, and good; every day we had a joint .of frefh meat, ve
getables, and wine. We met with no circumftances of pomp or lux
ury, but found cafe, good humour, and plenty. In the ufeful, yet com
fortable, manner, in which the Captain lives, life may be fecurely en
joyed, without difturbing the enjoyments of others. 

About twenty houfes compofe, as yet, the whole of the town of Eatp. 
It is built on one of the bays, which the Conhoaon forms in its courfe. 
The banks of this creek are bounded on the oppofite fide by pretty high 
mountains, which are chiefly covered with pines and hemlock firs. 

Our firft intention was to have ftopped at Captain Williamfon's only 
one day; in compliance with his willi, however, we added another, and 
.neceffity compelled us to ltay a third. When on the point of fctting 
out, I perceived that my horfe was lame; and though we were affured~ 
that he might make the journey without the leaft inconvenience, yet 
Captain Wil1iamfon obligingly in:lifted on our ftaying one day longer. 
We fhould not have hefitated a moment to comply with this invitation, 
but for the uneafinefs, w hieh our delay might occanon to our friend Bla
cons. Mr. Guillemard obviated this difficulty, by offering to proceed 
himfelf, and thus remove any anxiety of our friend. Mr. Dupetitthouars. 
and my.felf yielded, after this, with great pleafurc, to the earneft and po
lite entreaties of the Captain. 

Mrs. Williamfon, whom we had not feen for the firft two· days, made 
her appearance on the third at dinner. To judge from her deportment, 
timidity, even to a degree of bailifulnefs, ha.d till then deprived us of hex: 
~ompany. She is a native of Bolton, and was married there to the Cap
.ain, who, in the conteft with Britain, had rended at B.ofton as a prifuner· 

of 
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of-war; being carried thither by .1 pri nltcer, "hn captured the [hip, on 
board of which he WU3 a paiTclI(;cr, \\ ith a yiew tlJ join his regiment. 
Mrs. \-ViHiamfon, it iecm~, had [ollmvcd her Imfhand to Scotland, and 

afterwards to Geneilec. She is yet but a young woman, of a fair com
plexion, civil,. though of few 'words, and mother of two 1'O\'cly children, 

one of whom, a girl three years old, is the fincH and halldfomefr I e\'er 
faw. This our opinion we did not fail to report to het parents, which af

forded them great fatisfaction. 

Fri&ry, tlte 12th of June. 

Our horfes, a'S well as ourfelves, being completely refrefhed and reco
vered, through the civility of the Captain, we at length quitted his hof
pitable dwelling, and took our leave, with mutual promifes of epifrolary 

correfpondence, and rendering each other eyery fervicc in our power

by which at leafr my travelling companion, Dupetitthouars, and myfclt:. 

could {urdy be no lofers. 
After leaving Bath, we paffed through a fmall fettlcmcnt, confifring of 

about four Englifh famili.es,. which arrived here from London only fiX' 
months ago. They are chiefly fawyers, who had been ufed to work for 
the cabinet-makers in that great metropolis. They now work tor them

fclves, and poffefs each an efratc of about ninety acres. Thefe they have 
already begun to clear for cultivation, affifring ea£h other with their cattle 
and labour. They cannot fail, in time, to make their fortunes; and in 

the mean while they enjoy that fiate 0f independence,. which forms one 

of the befr bleffings of life, if accompanied with the means of fubfiftcnceo 

Their log-houfes have an appearance of deanlinefs, neatnefs, and order,. 

which plainly befpeak thefe families to be En.glifh. To judge from the 

choice of their books, which form a part of their furniture, and fwm the 

converfation of fame of them, they appear to be Methodifts. Thefe new 

Englifh fcttlers have, this year, already made maple-fugar, and one of 

them the finefr 1 have yet feen, even that of Mylum not excepted. Two 

Q£ the wives of thefe new {etders have already caught the fever, and not 

on~ 
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one of them appears to enjoy a good itate of health. Eighteen miL"> 
farther from Bath, we found another family, that came hither laft au
tum from Maryland, affiiaed with a fever. Four miles farther on we 
flopped at one Mrs. BEVER'S, who was likewife laid up with an in
termittent fever, the fits of which returned every day. This fever may, 
perhaps, be a tribute, paid but once to the climate, as Captain William
fon thinks; but the country, excellent as it is in all other refpeas, car
ries, I think, undoubted marks of being unhealthy; fuch as ilagnant 
waters, phofphoric exhalations, fwampy creeks, bad water for drinking, 
and an abfolute fcarcity of fprings. Having fome quantity of bark in our 
trayelling-cafe, we gave a little of it to Mrs. Bever, with direaions how to 
ufe it; ,,-e, at the fame time, wrote a letter to Captain Williamfon, in
forming him of the diftrefs of this family, and of their want of more 
bark. We entertain littk doubt, but that the Captain will receive this 
intelligence as a firft attempt to fulfil, on our part, the engagement we 
entered into when we took leare of him. 

It will be eafily conceived, that after we had given the poor woman 
this advice, her huiband ihewed us all the refpect, which men of the me
dical profeffion generally receive in this country. Yet his demonftrations 
of refpect ceafed, when we refufed his repeated offers to pay us for the 
bark. Though we no longer appeared to Bever phyficians of the ufual 
caft, yet we were certainly deemed very knowing and clever, for feveral of 
the ten or twelve perfons, who had repaired to this cottage for ihelter and 
food, fuewing us their wounds and contufions, requefted our advice con
cerning them. We recommended to them, to walli their fores with faIt 
and water; and the fimplicity of this remedy, which would perhaps have 
met with little approbation from European peafants, did not here, in the 
lcafr, abate the high opinion, which thefe good people had conceived of 
our fuperior knowledge. The company we met with at Mr. Bever's 
confifted of furveyors and fome other perfons, who had furveyed land, 
which they intended to purchafe on the heights of Lake Canandaqua. 

I fay on the heights, becaufe in that place a chain of mountains, about 

ten 
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ten or t\\'c!ve miles in length, feparates the water, which flows In a 
fouthern dircLqion, ii-,;m that, \\ hich diicharges itfClf into the river of St. 

Laurence. 
\Vc found, among thefe periuil', a .:onng man, W~V) about fix 

weeks before had been bitten on the knee by a rattlc-fnake, while he 
was fijhing on the banks of Lake Canandaqua. At fir1t: he did l1:Jt feel 

much pain in the part affeC:1ed; but an hour afterwards a fwelling ap
peared, which gradually extended all along the leg to the foot, and 
both became 1;) fiitf, that he was unable to move them. A cure was 
etTeC:1cd within the [pace of only fix days by the juice of {nake-root laid 
on the wound and (welling, as a poultice, mixed with milk, together 
with a few drops of that juice, pure and unmixed, taken internally. 
Inflances of {uch bites occur but very [eldom, and only, it [eems, when 

the animal has been touched; othcrwi[e it confiantly retires, and may 
be killed by a blow with the {1cndcrefi flick. 

It is a common ob{ervation, that wild animals are 1e(s fierce in 
America than in other parts of the glube; the truth of this is con
firmed by the teftimony of {uch as, from their refidencc in forefis, are 
befi qualified to poRds fatisfaC:1ory information. \Volvcs, bears, nay 
even panthers, mofily flee before man; and the infiances of their do
ing mi[chief are {o rare, that the very reality of it might be doubted. 

The dangers, therefore, to which new {etders are expo{ed, are not 

much to be apprehended. The [everefr misfortune, to which the inha
bitants of the American forefi are liable, is the lo[s of their children in 

the \V()ud~. Thefe unfortunate infants, over whom it is almofi impoffi

blc to keep conitantly a watchful eye, are apt to run out of the hou[e, 
which is {ddom fenced the firil year, and frraying from their homes 

arc unable to find them again. In [uch cafes, however, all the neigh

bours, nay pcr[ons from the remotefr parts, join in the {earch atter 

thefe little unfortunate creatures, and fometimes they are found; but 

there are alfo infiances of their being totally loft, or difcovered only when 
dead of hunger or fear. 

Saturday, 



S'l;J/~'dar, the 13th of Junc. 

From Be"cr's \\'e rode "n., till we came to Captain METC.\LF'S, \-"here 

,<If: t'topped for the ni.:;H. He lives l.t the difrance of eight miles from 
the former houfe. and keeps an inn. This difrriCl: is called Watkin{:' 
town, from {everal f1milies of this name, who poffers the greatefr pro
perty here. The road from Bath to Metcalf's habitation is generally 
bad enough, as is moi1:ly the cafe in a luxuriant {oil, and efpecially after 

a fall of rain; fo that, where the roads arc not properly made, the 
interefr of the traveller mutt abfolutely clafh with that of the land

owner. 
Two miles on this fide of Bever's houfe we had obferved the com

mencement of a range of mountains, which appeared to us to feparatc, 
in thefe parts, the waters of the Sufquehannah from thofe of the 

lakes. 
After we had paffed the above Englifh fettlement near Bath, we met 

with no habitation but at difrances of eighteen, twenty, and twenty
two miles. Between Metcalfs houfe and Canandaqua, however, the 

dwellings frand elofer together. The lands, belonging to Captain 
Williamfon, terminate at Bever's houfe; all the ground thence to 
Canandaqua, and farther on, has been fold by Robert Morris, or 
Mdfrs. Phelps and Gorham, who had purchafed their demefnes before 
Mr. Williamfon bought his. Metcalf, for infrance, three years ago, 
purchafed his efrate from them for one fhilling per acre. Of the one 
thoufand acres, he then bought, he has already fold five hundred and 
upwards for from one to three dollars per acre, and fome have fetched 
twenty-five dollars. 

The profits, which are made by fpeculations in land, all over Ame
rica, and efpecially in this neighbourhood, are great, beyond calcula
tion. We pafi'ed, however, through feveral fettlcments, which were 
deferted. Occurrences of this kind are common enough in new coun
tr!es; and experience ihews, that of ten new [etders, who, in the firft 

infrance 
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infiance join to clear and cultivate frefll grounds, at the expiration of 
a couple of years, one only will, for the mofr part, remain; and the 
flcond, nay, at times, the third fcttlers are generally the beft colonifh. 
They take advantage of the labours and diiburfements of their prede
ceffors, remain in the country, and thus become truly ufcCul to the f.:t

tlement. Captain Metcalf, befides his lands and inn, pOfieiTcs a faw
mill, where four thoufand five hundred feet of boards are cut daily. 
Thefe boards he fends on the Lake to Canandaqua, where they are fold 
for ten fhillings a thoufand feet. \Vheat is {old here for fix fhillings a 
bufuel, and Indian corn for four fhillings. There is a lchoolmafter in 
Watkinfrown, with a falary of tweh-e dollars per month; all the fami
lies, that contribute to this fiipend, have the right of fending their chil
dren to his fchool. 

The road to Canandaqua is bad and miry, running tor the firfr three 
miles confrantly along water. A little farther on, where its direction i!'l 
more elevated, it mends. The foil contains a frratum of black earth, 
a foot or more in depth. On travelling this road, we obferved one or 
two extenfive traets of ground, cleared by the Indians, but few habi
tations. The few ploughs we faw here were dr~wn by oxen. The 
woods are thick and lofty. Sugar-maple, black birch, oak, hickory, 
~emlock fir, and beech, are the mofr prevailing trees. The ague is a 
common diforder in all thefe parts. 

The Lake of Canandaqua, which we reached at the difiance of 
four miles from the town, exhibits a very delightful afpect. The banks 
are not very low. The long and tedious famends of thefe woods, 
through which we had patTed, contributed, probably, not a little 1;0 

enhance the agreeablenefs of the profpeCl now before clS. On the 
oppofite fide of the lake is an orchard, where very confiderablc quan~ 
tities of cyder are made for fale at Canandaqua. 

Sunday, the 14th of June. 

Canandaquais, as I have already obferved, the chief town of the county 
J Ontario. It frands on tAt bank of the lake of the fame name. On 

U the 
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tw~ gmund, n')\-.; occupied by the town, llood, four yl'~i!".s ago, a fin
~le t~Ctory, ,,-hich carried on fome trade v.ith the bdians. The town 
~'cniilL, ;~t prefcnt, of t<Jrty houfes. The territory of this city, which 
c0ntaillS about fiCti" thoui:llld acres, is one of the diihiB:s, which bc
lono-ed to the Stat"e of l\;lafiachufetts, and ,vcre fold prior to the eon-a 
tract concluded ",ith Captain \Villiamfon. The town, although feated 
on an eminence, is not more healthy than the neighbouring country. 
Mr. de Blacons found here, lall autumn, a great number of perfons 
affii<"1ed ,vith the a[!ue. This wa~ attributed to the uncommon wet-

L' 

neis of the iea[on, and the ague, it was faid, had made its appearance 
during the rains. vVe are now here in the month of June; and yet 
it rages as much, if not more, than it did lall autumn. No alle
viation of this affliCting circumllance is, therefore, to be expeCted, ex

cept from time, and a gradual encreafe of labour, cultivation, and popu
lation. The houfes in Canandaqua, though all built of wood, are 

much better tk'll any of that dcfcription I have hitherto feen in other 
·Cltle,. They confill momy of joiner's work, and are prettily painted. 

In ii'ont of {orne of them are fmall courts, {urrounded with neat railings. 
Some of the inhabitants poffefs confiderable property; among thefe are 

~fdli·s. Phelps and Gorham, for a long time pall proprietors of thefe lands, 
or, t,} fpeak more p,·opcrl.;, their children; Mr. THOMAS MORRIS, fon 
of 1\1:. !l;)bcrt Morris of Philadelphia, and agent for his father in the 
m~na~cn.1ent of a large traCt of land, which he pofieffes in this neigh
bourhood, with other confiderablc dillriCts on the banks of the riH~r 

Geneifec, and beyond it, llill occupied by the Indians, but which he 

has acquired the right of purchufing in preference to all other perfons; 
Mr. CHIPPING, diredor of the afiairs of the United States with the In
dians; and many others, \\hofe name.s I haye not been able to learn. 
There are two inns in the tOvnl, and feyeral ihops, where. commodities 
arc i~Jd, and 1hoes and other articles made. The en'"creafe of popula-

. tion, however, is ll'Jt confiderable in thcfe new f~ttlements; and there 

is at preient " great deficiency of labouring men. The habitations in 
tLr ;,dj'-.inin.:2· di{lri,~t are but thinly fcattcrcd. The lands, as-well as_the 

town~ 
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town-fuares, are, for the moil part, the property uf rich individuab, \\ ho 
reGde in towns, and haYin~ purchafed them on {peculatim;, arc ull\\'il
ling to part with them until time fhall have raifccl their \aLc. 

The only potable water in Cananrlaqua is ubtaint:Cl by pmnps; but 
even this is indifferent, and no fpring has yet been {cund in the toY;n, 
or in its neighbourhood. There is not even a creek lefs tIle)!} funr or 

fi'."c miles difrant; and there is, confcquently, no profpect of c11,3.bJifhili." 
any mills nearer the town. 

The lands here are {aid to produce as much \\ heat as is nccdLry tor 

the confumption of the inhabitants; the ordinary price of it i:; Iix ihii
lings a bufhe!' The woods contain but yery few large trees, the fcarcity 
of which, together with the v,'ant of hw-mills, is the reafon why board-. 
v"hen bought at the mill, coil here ten dollars a thoufand. The price 
of land is three dollars per acre, without the town, and fifteen dollar<; 
within its precincts. The price of Indian corn, oats, &c. are much the 
fame as at Friendfmill and Bath. Day-labourers, whom it is difficult t'J 

procure, generally earn fivc fhillings per day wages. During the lail 
harveil, however, Mr. Thomas Morris paid as high as ten fhillings, be
fides finding them in victuals. The land, although tolerably good, is in
ferior to what we faw in other parts of GeneiTee, which we traverfed. 
The average produce, in the firil year of its cultivation, is from twenty 
to twenty-four bufhels of wheat per acre. They make 111~ uf the plough 
even in the firfi: year. The oxen are good, bccau1e moil of the nc\\ 

iettlers come from New England, and generally bring their "cattle "lth 
them from that province. In our journcy \\c met, ncar Canandaqua, 
feveral parties of A'TIerican "emigrants, more or Ids numerous, travelling 
to Niagara. One of them confiiled of five or fix families, who had 
with them, thirty-t~)ur head of cattle. Thefe travelling companies are 

very frequent; emigration from Niagara into the United States is alfo 
confiderable, but"lefs fc) than in the fidt-mentioned directitm. 

I had a letter to-Mr; Chi~)ping from General !\'NOX, which :Mr. de 

Blaconshad delivered previous to our arri\al. This ktterprocured lh 
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an Indian, who fpoke the French language, and was to condua: us in 
our journey from Canandaqua to Niagara. He was accordingly rent 
tor bv Mr. Chipping. We called at the houfe of that gentleman, to re
turn 'him our thanks for this favour, and al[o to fee fame Indians, who 
were with him. He acts as agent for the United States, with all the na~ 
tions bordering on Canandaqua. 

There Indians were about twelve in number, among whom were [eve
ral chiefs ~f the tribe of Seneca Indians; one of them was RED J.'CKE1'.1 

a warrior of no fmall note among his countrymen. "They paid Mr. 
Chipping a vifit, that is to fay, they came to partake of his whi:fky 
and meat. Such parties come very frequently, and, in general, merely 
for this, and no other purpofe. On thefe occafions they drink as much 
as they can, and, when fatiated, a few bottles are generally difrributed 
among the party, to take with them. We found them in a fmall hut, 
behind the agent's houfe, which indeed refembled a frable, rather than a. 
houfe. Two of them lay on the ground, intoxicated to a high degree 
of infenfibility. They were nearly naked, except that each wore a wool
len apron, about a foot fquare, fafrened to a girdle, to which it was again 
tied behind. From this girdle is fufpended that dreadful infrrument,. 
the fcalping-knife; a fmall knife, which they generally ufe to cut their 
meat. Their heads were not fhaved, but the hair was cut very ihort,. 
and tied above in a braid, which is made to pafs through a filver pipe; 
their ears were quite bare, and adorned with a variety of fmall rings. 
Some wore fmall filver plates at the extremity of the nofe, which is ge
nerally confidered as an ornament of difrin8:ion for the chieftains. They 
were all very cheerfl:ll, addicted to laughter, and full of glee. They ap
peared highly delighted with viewing us, and were mofr of them hand
fome looking men. One fpoke a little Englifh. As we expeCl: to fee 
whole tribes of Indians in the progrefs of our journey, I may perhaps 
~ercafter be able to give a more ample and fatisfactory account concern
mg them. As far as my knowledge and obfervation reach at prefent, it 
is merely the immoral policy of civilized nations, which has fubjeCled: 

theft: 
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thefe people to the Iowefr rank in the fcale of human beings, As fong 
as they were fufrered to remain in their favage frate, they were warlike 
and independent, wild, perhaps, yet humane. Now that the white peo
ple find it convenient, to attach them to their interefts, they are feduced 
with money and whifky, and rendered as brutal and debauched, as it is 
poffible to make them. The odious and illiberal artifices prac1:ifed by ci
vilized nations, to render every thing fubfervient to their interefts only, 
make their vaunted fuperiority appear the more difgufting to the eye of 
genuine philanthropy. 

A little before our arrival, a party of Indians, from the neighbourhood 
of Le Breuf, came to Captain Chipping's, to demand jufrice upon art 
American foldier, who had murdered two Indians, from motives of jea
loufy and revenge. The bunnefs, howcycr, was hufhed up by the pay
ment of two hundred dollars for each Indian, which is the fettled price 
of compenfation in fu{:h cafes, and the [oldier remained at liberty. Not 
fo, however, when an Indian murders a white man = in this cafe, the 
afi"affin is delivered up to the Americans, and hanged. And thus it is 
that a people, which makes its boafr of honefty, jufrice, and equality. 
can conni.ve at the mofr flagrant perverfion of jufrice, to the eternal 
difgrace of both its executors and its victims! The treatment of the 
Indians, and the fervitude of the negroes, have branded the fair face of 

American freedom with an odious fiigma, which government, as foon 
as poffible, fuould frrain every nerve to efface. It is to be feared, how
ever, that the caufes will not be eafily removed, connected as they are 
with one of the moft powerful paffions o( the human breaft-the love 
of money! 

We hoped to find a good inn at Canandaqua, which is no unpleafant 
thing in the Geneffee country in general, but we were difappointed .. 
What reafons could induce Mr. Blacons to prefer the fecond inn, I could 
not learn, but it is certainly far inferior to the firfr. We put up, however. 
at the fecond, though not without throwing fome blame on our friend~ 
who is, in general, more prudent in his counfel. Our diffatisfaclion was 
~reat1y encreafed, whert we were fuewn into the corn-loft to fleep, being 

four 
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four of l'~. in company with ten or twelve other men! But :fleep, the 

great balm of human uneaiinefS, foon calmed our minds. 
Iv1· reft, 'howeyer, was ere long interrupted by a little circumftance, 

\,,!J;Cil I !hall mention, as it may ferve to illui1:rate the habits l'f thi~ 
country. This wa~ the arrival of two new guefts, who foon entered our 
loft:; an old man, and a handfome young woman, who, I believe, was 
his daughter. Three l\J·,YS uf beds were placed in this large apartment, 
which half filled it; and there \\(;re two empty beds in the fame row 

with minc. 
In one ofthefe the gncd old man lay down without undreffing himfelf, 

r.nd the youn~ woman, thin;cins everyone about her faft a:fleep, fell to 
frripping, which 1hc did as completely as if {he had been in a room by 
herfelf. No movement on my part interrupted the bufinefs of her toilette, 

although I could not fall aOeep ai!~lIn until the candle was put out. This 
little anecdote, at which Emopean coynefs will no doubt either fcoff or 

laugh, !hew5, in an advantageous light, the laudable fimplicity and in
nocence of ,-\uc:ricm manners. 

La:f1:: night, we rejoined Blacons at Canandaqua; and this morning Du
petitthouars left us, to proceed ftraight to Conawango, ·where the Indian, 
,,-ho fpeaks French, is waiting for us. We fet out \\ i th Blacons on our 

way to Ontario, intending to take a vinv of an eftate belonging to one 
Mr. PITT, of which we had heard much talk thnwghout the country. 
On our arrival, we found the l:l)l;fc (TJ\\'(kd ·wi;:h Prdbyterians: its 

owner attending to a noify, tcdious harangue, delivered by a mini
fler, with fuch violence of elocution, that he appeared all oyer in a per
fri'J.t!()n. \Ve found it very ditncult to obtain fome oats here for our 
horfes, and a few hafty mor(els for our own dinner. As we had no oppor
tunity of viewing the eftate, we were oLligcd to c nknt (il,delves with 
the fine pro(pect of the neighbouring grounds, which the hou(e afforded. 

~he fields are in a better ftate of cultivation than any we have hitherto 
teen, and thoroughly cleared of \\:)od. 

This efiate has been only five years under u,1ti., c!tion. Old Mr .. Pitt 
alld his two (ons pui1"(:J; about nine hundred acre:" one hundred and 

thirty 
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thirty of which are culti\atcd. The{e beautiful fields were cleared lcn~ 
ago by the Indians. Of the above one hundred and thir~y acres juft 
mentioned, fixty arc laid out in mead,)\'.~, on which clover and timo
thy-gra{s are (own. Their ftock C:1l11lI1~, of fixty or feyenty head of 

cattle, of which they fell \Try JiLck" as they wiih to al,~mcnt their 
number by breeding. The fidt UP)) of thir mead(Jws yields two tuns 

of hay per acre, and the fecond is fed off b~, the cattle. The winter doc:'. 
not laft here abo\c three months :..:.nd a hale during which, t:1C li,-e 
frock kept near the h,mic are fed with haJ-, morning and eycnin;!, in 
the farm-vard. The dune--cart ycrv rareh' \itit~ the bl:d. Its avera(!e 

.J u.." L.J 

produce is tv,-enty buihels of >"heat, and thirty-five buihels of Indian 
corn, per acre. The price of wheat is fix iLi~l; :112:S, and of Indian corn 
and oats three ihillings per buihel. The price of cattle is the fame, as in 
the places before mentioned. Labourin~~ men cam five fhillings a day 
wages, without victuals. The t'lW and cmil-mills lie at a confidcrable 
diftance from this houfc. The firft is cj:~ht miles, the {econd twd.-e 
miles diftant. Corn and flour are tranfported on fledges, during the \\in~ 
ter. All the corn-fields, as well as grafs-lands, had a finc appearance, and 
{eemed to be under excellent management. Yet a .-iew of the handfome 
married and unmarried women, who filled the church during both morn
ing and evening fervice, v,as eyen more delectable to our fenfes, than the 
fine rural fcenery. 

'\'le itopped at Captain \V\TWORTH'S to pars the night. Along the 
y'hole route from C:l':~'11cl_1(lua, the woods appcar beautiful to the eye, bllt 
are not fo crowded \\ 1 _il trees as on the other £Ide of that place. Scveral 

parts of the foreft have been burnt down by the Indians, who pofid1cd 
this-country from time immemorial. We frl'qucntly traced (of met \ .. ith 

Indian camps, as they are called, i. c. places where troops of them, who 

were either hunting or travelling, had paifed the night. Their tents or 

huts are nothing in the world but four poits, driven into the ~f0,md, ano 
, overlaid with bark. In this day's journey \\-e paifed by the extremity of 

tour lakes, yiz. of Hemlock, Cone[us, Honcygoc, and Conhoctun. 
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\V c '\"cre much concerned at our difappointment in not finding Mr. 
Thomas Morris at Canandaqua. But a young gentleman of the name 
of WICKHAM, who feemed to be his clerk, and liyes in his houfe, re
ceived us with as much civility as he could have done himfeIC In ad
flition to other kind offices, he gave us a letter to Captain Watworth, 
a nephew of Colonel Watwbrth of Conncaicut, who lives in Ontario, 
and is concerned with Mr Thomas Morris in the purchafe of lands. 

Our letter of introduaion obtained us, as we expecl:ed, an invitation 
to fleep at the Captain's. On our arrival, he told us, that he was obliged 
to fet out early the next morning for Canandaqua, to review a party of 
foldiers, over whom he is captain. Two minute~ after this the Captain 
got on horfeback, to fee a friend, as he told us, though it was then eight 
o'clock at night. This condua, in France, would have juftified a fuf
picion, that the mafter of the houfe was difpleafed with the vifit of his 
guefrs. With fame latitude it might, perhaps, have borne the fame 
confrruction in America; but we found it more convenient to afcribe it 
to an uncommon love of eafe, and freedom from rdtraint. There was 
no inn in the neighbourhood; and, as we found our fituation not at all 
the worfe, but rather better for this his behaviour, we endeavoured to 

make ourfelves on our part as agreeable as we could. As to his habita
tion, it is a fmall log-houfe, as dirty and filthy as any I have ever feen. 
Whether the offenfive fmell, which infeaed this dwelling, proceeded 
from cats or decayed ftores, which the Captain is reported to keep fome
times tin they become putrefied, I am unable to determine; but, this i~ 
certain, that we never paifed the night in a more unpleafant hole. The 
beds, bedding, iheets, fowls, room, fmeH, &c. in iliort, every thing was 
naufeous, fo much fo, indeed, as to render the houfe extremely difagree
hIe. I rofe early in the morning to fee the Captain, before he fet out on 
his journey. I [{mnd him undergoing the operation of hair dreffing by 
his negro WOl11an. He had juft fold a barrel of whiiky to an Indian, 
and was treating about the fale of fame land with two inhabitants of 
Williamfburg. 

The price of the Captain's land is from two dollars to two and half per 

acre; 
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acre; at leaft, this is the price at which he offers it for h'lle. He de
mands payment of the whole fum agreed for within tour years, or one 
fourth of the pUl-chafe-money every year. The intcrett to commence the 
firft day after the fale. It may cafily be conceiYed, that Captain Wat
·.\'orth is not a little jealous of the great character and influence of Cap
tain \Villiamfon, who, from his terms of fale being far more moderatt', 
and other circumilances, cannot but haye, and actually has, greatly the 
advantage oyer hirn. 

We learned, in this place, that the Geneifee flats are, eyery year 
::l.t the end of March, regularly inundated for four or fi \'C days by the 
river of that namc, which flows through them, and (kpo1its on th~ 

land a bed of f1ime, about two or three inches deep; this {erycs as an 
excellent manure to the foil, and greatly promotes its fertility. In
~1ances are known of one acre having produced fifty bufhels of wheat; 
but the average crop is thirty builiels per acre. Very little of this land 
has been vended yet; as the proprietors do not care to part with it, until 
an increafe of population fuall haye added confiderably to its value. It is 
"ery difficult to procure day-labourers here, and their wages are one dol
lar per day. Maple. lugar, of which g:reat quantities are l1{ually ob
tained in this ncighbourhood, has not anfwcrcd this year, from thc un
common wetnefs of the {caion, It is :f()ld tur one fhilling a pound. 
Many commodities, togcther -with numerous droves of cattle, are ex
ported hcnce annually into Upper Canada. Thc Captain, who keeps 
a fhop, imports his goods from Connecticut. They are brought in 
-waggons, dram1 by oxcn, which he aftcn'vards fattens, and, by felling 
them at Niagara, amply indemnifies himfelf for any lof~ he may fufrain 
from the long carriage of his wares. The beef of the oxen thus fattcned 
is {old, at times, for one fuilling a pound. 

Mter the Captain had lett us, his nephew, a youth about fifteen years 
of age, conducted us to the rlats, or low grounds, :which border on the 
(fiver Genefiee. Thcy are a tract of land, about five or fix milcs in 
length and breadth, for the moft part fituate on the eafr-fide of the 
l"iv.er; yet fome are on the other fide. Captain Watworth poffeffes 

X about 



154 TRA VELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 
, 

about fifteen or uxteen hundred acres; of thefe fome are cultivated, but 
much the greater number lie in grafs, which was as high as our horfes. 
The flats belong, for the mofr part, to the Indians; but, as they are 
fituate within the limits of the territory lately ceded by Great Britain" 
which extend to the river St. L<t'W"rence, the State of Maifachufetts 
claims the fupreme right to the property, and, in virtue of this right, has 
fold to Meifrs. Phelps and Gorham the exclufive privilege of purchafing 
thefe lands from the Indians, whenever they fhall confl!nt to part with 
them. Meifrs. Phelps and Gorham have fold this privilege of purchafe to 
Mr. Robert Morris, by whom it has been again {old to the Dutch Com
pany; this gentleman has alfo engaged to- open a negociation with the 
Indians, and to prevail upon them to relinquiih their right to a part at 
leafr of thefe lands. Thus four different fets of puchafers have fuccecdcd 
each other in regard to an object, concerning the fale of which the 
confent of the true original owners has not yet been obtained; and 
four different contracts have been entered into, fotmded on the fup
pofition, that it will be an eafy matter to remove the Indians from thefe 
difrant corners into which they have retired. It is fome fatisfaction, 
however, to reflect, that the property of thefe lands cannot be actually 
transferred without their confent; but this, alas! is very eafilyobtained, 
~s their more polifhed neighbours well know. A little whiiky will bribe 
their chieftains to !Ii \c their confent to the largefr ceffions; and thefe rich 
lands, this extenfiye tract of territory, will be bartered away, 'with the 
confent of all parties, for a few rings, a few handkerchie(<;, 'fome barrels· 
ef rum, and perhaps fome money, which the unf"0rtpnate natives know 
not how to make ufe of, and which, by corrupting what little "Virtue is 
; ct left among them, will, ere long, render them completely wretehed~ 
Y ct, on the other hand, it will not be difputed, that, if America were to 
become more populous; and if, in procefs of time, this immenfe region' 
could, by fair means, and on reafonablc terms, be obtained from the 
honefr and peaceful natives, and duly cultivated' fuch a meafure would 
dOllbtlefs promote the general good ~f America, ~nd eyen conduce to the 
interefis of mankind at large. At prefent, fcarcely the twentieth part of 

thio,-
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this "a!t continent is inhabited, unlefs nineteen uncultivated parts, !till in 
the poifeffion of the Indians, be fo confidered. In a word, it may be 
queil:ioned, whether, even in the cafe of all America being peopled with 
European fettlers. the fignal benefits, to be derived from the cultivation of 
1uch extenfive traCts of land, might not be obtained honefily and honour
ably, without driying the original inhabitants out of their poileffions, or 
at leaft without thus palpably impofing upon them. 

The huibandry of the Indians is confined to the culture of a little 
Indian corn, and [ome potatoes. The produce of one or two acres is fully 
fllfficient for the maintenance of a whole family. Their extenfive 
meadows they leaye to filch fettlers, as choofe to pafture their cattle on 
the grafs, or to cut it for hay; nay, they even fuitcr them to be cultivated 
and inclofed by ii-dh coloniits, who are continually removing wcfrward. 
Property, whether real or perfonal, has v.-ith them no value; and the mea
dows, which at prefent only produce from four to five tuns of hay per acre, 
would yield the richefi crops of various kinds of produce, and throw into 
cultivation yafi quantities of marketable and ufeful commodities. To 
reduce an acre of ground under :fkilful cultivation, is, to confer a bencfit 
on the mafs of ciyilizcd fociety. This is an admitted principle of political 
<economy. But here unfortunately it happens, that the ground, even 
when taken out of the hands of the Indians, is not immediately reduced 
to a proper fiate of cultimtion. It frequently continues long in the hands 
uf mercenary 1peculators, who choofe neither to fell nor cultivate it, until 
its value {hall have been confiderably enhanced. As an ultimate confe
(}uence of this conduct the poor Indians will be harrafied, gradually ex
pelled from their homes, and, in the end, either extirpated, or rendered 
completely mifcrab!e. 

In the courfe of our twelve miles excurfion to the fiats 'we afcendec1 tv!o 
eminences, from which we had a yinv over the whole plain; one of thefe, 
called Squawhill, lies nearer to Ontario, and the other, lVlountmorris, 
to Williamfburg. They both contain Indian yillages. That fituate on 
the former height confifts of about fifteen, and that feated on the latter. 

X 2 of 
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of about tour or fi\c 1inall log-houfes, ilanding elote together, roughly 
built, and oyerlaid with bark. In the infide appears a fort of room not 
Hoored; on the fides they conftruCt fuelves, covered with deer-fkins, 
which feITe as their cabjns or flceping places. In the midfr of the room 
appears the hearth, and over it is an opening in the roof to let out the 
{moke. Their frores, confifring, for the moil part, of nothing but Indian 
corn and the Belli of deer, lie carder sly thrown together in a corner. One 
of their huts not unfrequently contains two or three families. 

As we paffed through their villages we flW fome v,omen employed in 
works ofhufbandry, but very few men. Among the Indians the hufbanct 
docs not work at all; all laborious fervices are performed exclufi,-el:.
by the wife. She not only tranfacrs evcry part of domefric bufinef:<, 
but cultivates the ground, cuts wood, carries loads, &c. The hufband 
hunts, fillies, {mokes, and drinks. Yet there are fome tribes, fuch a~. 

for infrance, the Tufcarora- Indians, among which the hufband work~. 
though occafionally and Dightly. When I fpeak of Indian tribes or 
nations, I willi to be underftood as confining my obfefvation to the fix 
nations, commonly called the Iroquois, who inhabit the northern parts 
of North America, to the fouth of Lake Ontario, namely, the Onan
dagas, Tufcarora, Oneidas, Cayugas, Seneca, and Mohawks. The Oneida 
nation excepted, 'which, northwards from New York, frill inhabits the 
banks of the lake that bears their name, all the other tribes have been 
~radually expatriated, and have decreafed in number; every nation is now 
divided into different branches; the families are difperfcd abroad, and 
whiiky is rapidly thinning the number of thofe which yet remain. A 
few years morc, and thefe nations will difappear from the furface of the 
earth, as civilized people approach! 

,<,Near the Gendfee, on this fide of that river, and about five miles below 
the villages before-mentioned, frands another village belonging to Indians 
of the Oneida nation. The men are here Ids flothful than among the 
Seneca-Indians; they are alfo tolerably ingenious and expert. It fhould 
be recorded highly to their honour, that the Indians, of whatever tribe 011 

nation. 
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nation, are in general mild and peaceful, kindly officious in little fervices 
to the whites, and, on the ,,,hole, excellent neighbours. I for my part 
am pretty well aillued, that, in all the numerous quarrels, which have 
taken place between the difterent colonifts and the Indians, on the con
fines of the United States, in ninety-nine inftances out of a hundred the 
former have been the aggrcfiors; they are weak, and they are oppreffed. 

In Mountmorris Mr. Morris poffcfics a farm of about fixty acres, the 
management of which he leaves entirely to an Irifhman, who arrived 
here about two years ago, from New England. The wheat, rye, and In
dian corn are certainly excellent; but the account this man gave us of 
the nature and quality of the foil does not corrcfpond with Captain Wat
worth's ftatement. It yields, he fays, only twenty-five bufhels of wheat 
per acre; and as this perfon is not concerned in the felling of land, I 
judge his report to be much more defen-ing of credit, than the Captain's. 
It muft be allowed, however, that the land here is uncommonly produc
tive, that the fiats form a very extenfive traa of ground, and that they 
afford a fine prof pea, which cannot but be extremely pleafing even to 
thofe, who have not been cloyed, as we were, with- the eternal afpea of 
forefts and woods. Mr. Morris, it fhould feem, had eftablifhed this farm 
rather with an intention to exercife and fecure his right of property, than 
from any immediate views of profitable culture. Its prefent occupier en
joys the produce but of a very fmall portion of this vaft territory. Neither 
his habitation, nor his cfrabli:ihment in general, impreffes you with the 
idea of a refpe8:able farmer. 

Returning from our excurfion, we palled through Williamfburg, the 
central point of Captain Williamfon's fettlements in this neighbourhood. 
It is a village confifring of about twelve houfes. The habitations are faid 
to be very numerous in the adjacent country. Williamfbur~ is fcated on 
the point, where Canaferaga creek difcharges itfelf into the river Ge
neffee. This river, as well as the creek, which on our excurfion we were 
feveral times obliged to ford, are fo clofely hemmed in, that frequently 
it is very difficult to fcale their banks. The courfe of the river Geneffee 

IS 
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is rapid, .Uld full of windings, its water alfo is generally muddy, und 

bad. 
Three miles from Captain Watworth's habitation, a Frenchman, for~ 

merly an inhabitant of St. Domingo, refidcs, with his mulatto, on all 
ettate of about twenty acres, and in a houfe only twelve feet fquare, 
'which he confhuCl:ed himfelf, 'with the affiH:ance of his faithful fen-ant. 

This Frenchman is named DE BOUI, and is a native of Alface. A quar
rel with a gentleman of confequence in his province, whom he accufcd 
of having defrauded him of an inheritance, and a duel that enfued, in 
'shieh he wounded his antagonifi, who was much older than himfclf, 
compelled him, in the prime of youth, to quit his native country, from 
the dread of a " l~ttre de cflt"het," The firfr fiep, which he took after this, 
"vas to' enlifr, as a private, in the regiment, which bears the name of the 
Cape; and in this fituation he foon evinced by his conduCl:, that he had 
received a liberal education. He next obtained his difcharge; and as he 
had been originally defrined for the profeffion of an engineer, his attain
ments, which were very refpectable, furnifhed him with the means of 

rendering himfelf ufeful to the colonifts. By degrees he rofe to the fitua
tion of Grand Vo..yer (infpcctor general of the high-roads) in St. Do
mingo: he moreover cultivated a plantation, bequeathed to him by a 

friend.. He now pofiefied a good income, and had a fine profpeCl: of ac~ 
·quiring a very handfome property, I when on a fudden the ciyil diifen
tions at the Cape broke out. Being forced to quit the town, he retired 
to America, though in a very inditterent plight, with but little money, 
few etteCl:s, and fome bills. on Fr~nee. From motives of parfimony, he 
proceeded to Hartford. Here ~Colond Watworth, commiferating his 
misfortunes, and his difhefied: {.ituation, made him an otter, that he 
would endeavour to negociate his bills, in which he fhould probably meet 
with lefs difficulties than an emiO'rant Frenchman· he at the fame 

. b ' 

time made Mr. de Boui a temporary grant of a certain number of a€"res on 
the river Geneifee, engaging tofupply him with the neceifary money and 
fiores, and to render him every other affifiance in his power. The bills 

were 
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-were to ferve as a fecurity for all the prcyious difburfements. Such is the 
outline of the hifiory of Mr. de Boui. 

There are but few men, I fhould fuppofe, who do not feel themfelves 
agreeably interefied by the fight of a COl'-ni ryman in a remote part of ':he 

world. Unhappily the French revolution has in a great meafure fiifled 
thefe amiable, natural feelings. If two Frenchmen now meet, they are, 
in general, fo foured by political partialities, that they feel a ffiJ.ltual dif
trufi, if not avedion. Thanks to heaven, the revolution and its conco
mitant evils have not yet infpired me with hatred to any individuals, much 
Ie's have they foured my feelings to mifimthropy. This is a comfort, 
which I highly prize, and to which, even in my prefent fituation, r am in
debted for moments, not altogether unaccompanied with plcafure. I, there
fore, fincere1y fympathifed in Mr. de Boui' s misfortunes. MdT. Blacons and 
Dupetitthouars became acquainted with him lait year. Blacons was de
{luted by the refi of us to inform this hermit, a name, which he deferves as 
well as any man living, of our intention to dine with him that day. De 
Blacons' vitit, and our arrival, afforded him much pleafure and fatisfaction. 
The fight of his countrymen l,\'as the more agreeable to him, as from a 

peeviihnefs of temper, either contracted by prior misfortunes, or becaufe 
he has been actually ill ufed, he is highly diflatisfied v.itlt the Americans. 
He is about forty years of age, poffelied of a found undcrfianding, and en
tertaining in his manners and converfation. From the natural £:cnen~fity 
of his own mind, his difguit at the fclfifhncfs of others, and his over
nice fcelings, he is a perfect mif..'lnthrope; a confiant gloom ha,\~'; upon 
his fpirits. He fpeaks (.f Americans with a bitternefs, \vhich em hay lly 
be juitified when applied to individuals, but eyidently degenerates into v~
judice antI injufrice when applied to the nation at large. He lives here, 
iequefrered from all the world, or at leafi with no other company, bllt 
that of his mulatto Jofeph; who has never left him, and is indeed his 
friend, rather than his (en ant. Jofeph acls in the different capacities of 
cook, gardener, and Imt'bandman, for Mr. de Boui fows one or two acres 
in the flats with Indian corn, half the produce of which he allows the 
proprietor; he takes care of tht; fowls and pigs, and worb at times for 

the 
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the IlL'1;hboclJ';, that they may, in return, lend their oxen occafionally to 

his mafter, and fupply him with eggs, milk, and other fuch like articles, 
'.';hie-h, though trifles in themfelves, are of no fmall value in this folitude. 
Jofeph alway:) appears bufyand cheerful: he is, in faCt, a rare and af .. 
feCting inftance of the moft faithful attachment to his maficr, who, in 
return, fets a high and juft nluc on this refpetl:able (ervant, without 
:tyhofe a-fUf1:ance and hlpport his philofophy would be of little avail. Mr. 
de Boui is a man of extenil,-e reading, but the morofity of his tern· 
per frequently dif1:orts his ideas. He hates mankind, and therefore is 
conf1:antly fullen and wretched. i " 

Dupetitthouars, who rejoined us there, and myfelC -fropped the night at 
the habitation of this worthy gentleman, bccaufe he feemed to willi it. 
Meu.Guillem:ud and Blacons, however, took up their night-quarters in 
Canawaga, with a view to get every thing ready for our journey to Fort 
Erie. We paffed the afternoon and next morning in converfation with 
our hofr, and in taking little walks,efpecially to a fmall Indian village 
already mentioned, with which De Boui holds a frequent intercourfe of 
civilities, fervices, and trade, and where at times, whcn there is a prefs of 
builnefs on his hands, he alfo hires labourers to weed his garden: thefe 
are women, whom he pays at the rate of threc lliillings a day. We left 
him, not without a high feufc of gratitude for the kind and friendly rc
~eption we had met with, nor did he feem altogether infenfible to a degree 
of fatisfaction afforded by our .company. He may perhaps prove, ere 
long, a very yaluable acceffion to the fettlcment at Afylum.-May he liyc 
there, if not k,ppy, at leafr content; but it is greatly to be feared, that 
the peeviilincfs of tcmper, which this unfortunate man has contrac1:ed, 
will dry up every [ource of prom.ifed happinefs and comfort, which this 
world might yet afford! 

TlleJday, the 16th if June. 

The road from Ontario to Canawaga is a good one for this country. 
As ufual, it leads through the midfr of woods. Within a fpace of twelve 

miles 
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miles we faw only one habitation. In this journey we difcovered two In
dians lying under a tree; though we had already feen a coniiderable number 
of them, yet this meeting had for us all the attraCtion of novelty, as we 
found them in a frate of intoxication, which fcarcely manifefred the leafr 
i)'mptom of life. One wore round his neck a long and heavy fi.1yer chain, 
from 'which a large medallion of the fame metal ,vae; fufpended, on one 
fide whereof was the image of George Wafhington, and on the other 
the motto of LOUIS the Fourteenth-Jlee j>/uribus impar, with a figure of 
the fun, which was ufimlly difplayed with it in the French arms. This 
Indian was, no doubt, the chieftain of a tribe; "\\ e \ycre, howc\"cr, obliged 
to leave his excellency in a ditch, Ollt of which \\ c made repeated eftort~ 
to drag him, but in \"ain. 

Canawaga is a finall town; Mr. Morris is the proprietor of the lands, 
which he holds ort the fame condition of procuring their ce1110n from 
the Indians, as he does all the other land::; already mentioned. The price 
ofland here, which at fir!t was one iliilling and fix pence per acre, {oon 
rofe to three iliillings, and, by degrees, has been 10 enhanced. that fingle 
acres, near the to,vn, were lately fold tor eight dollars. The habitations 
here are vet but few, but among them is one of the beir inns we 

• L 

ha\"e feen for fome time pa!t. Mr. BERRY keeps it; a good, civil 
man, but con!tantly inebriated. In common with j~ycral other in
habitants of the town, he has bought land from the Indians, regard
lefs of the prior right of purchafe, ,cited in Mr. Morris by the !tate 
of Mafiachuletts. Without any wiili to vindicate this prior right, which, 
in my judgment, confidered with refpeCt to the Indians, the original pro
prietors of tbe foil, is an act of flagrant injufiice, I cannot help obferv
ing, that this right, founded as it is on the la\ys of the land, cannot be 
infringed by private individuals, without expofillg themfelves to the 
hazard of being difpofiefied, and that in frriCt ju!tice, of the lands, pur
chafed in violation of this right. The perfons here alluded to, 'who have 
bought land from the Indians, are perfectly aware of the ilippery ground 
on which they frand; but hope, that as the affairs of Mr. Morris are rather 
in a frate of derangement, he \yill not be able to make good his purchafc 

Y of 
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of the lands from the Indians; hence they are led to conclude, that the 

contract, by which he has transferred his right to thc Dutch company, 

muft eyentually become void. 
This whole track of land is, as yet, fo thin of inhabitants, that we 

could not come at a right eftimate of the price of provifion, labourers' 

wat!e~, &c. Both labourers and provifion are equally fcarce; and the 
prices are, I prefume, not much different from tho1e in the diftricts I 
mentioned laft. The neighbourhood of the Indians occafions a frequent 

intercourfe with them, for the purpofe of buyint: game, nih, &c. and 
though they arc no ftrangers to the yalue of money, and appear fond of 
it, yet fcarce1y any bufinefs is tranfacted with them. 11nlefs in the way of 
barter. Whifky is their chief objeCt; hut old clothes, hats, kni\c~. look

ing-glaifes, paints, &c. in ihort, almoft: every commodity, the refufe of 
European markets, will do for them; and it may he advanced as a moral 
certainty, that the white people can hardly become Iofers in this traffic. 
The Indians, indeed, to fpeak a well known truth, are coni1:antly cheated; 
their ignorance lay,; them open to fraud, and it is taken adyantage of aI

moft: ninety-ninc times in a hundred, by thofe who have dealings with 
them. 

Bdon~ I quit this country, which is more or Ids inhabited by fubjeds 
of the United State,;, I 111a11 prefcnt the reader \\ith a few gencral obfer
\-ations on their manners and cui1:oms, which rna,- fcrn; as a hlpplcment 
to thoie I made on my arrival at "Northumberland. Since that time \\c 

hayc traycr(ed a c( nmtry altogdher new: the various fettlcments, which 

lie morc or Ids clo1dy tugether, and afe o(cupi-.;(l by colonift:s from all 

prts of the world, afford nothing particularly worthy of obfervation. 
It (eems to be the chief object of the inhabitants of this w:w country, to 
raife the pric~ of their labour as high as pollible, and then to fpend their 
(arnings in unnecciElry trifles, as f:dt as they can. From this prevailing 
humour we may readily account for the flourifhing condition of the 1110PS, 
or 11:orcs, as they are called. A labourer or his family ~~JCS to a thop, 
to by out fix-pence in ribbands, or t\\-o-pcnc:; i!l tobacco. Perhaps they 

haH~ tour dollars in their pockets, and \\;"(:1 thde, fuch is the rage 

felr 



BY THE DUKE DE LA ROCHEP'OUCAULT LIANCOURT. 16J 

for thop commodities, they purchafe articles, which, on entering the 
thop, they never intended to buy, and for which they have no 

reat occafion. Sometimes they purchafe on credit; and the thop
keeper, who clears, at leafi, one hundred per cent, has generally 110 

objetl:ion to felling upon thefe terms to perfons who are houfekeepers in 

the neighbourhood, or who work there for any length of time. The 
diiburfements of tho fe, who, in this new country, undertake to clear 

large tracks of ground, and at the fame time keep a fiore, are, there
fore inconii.derable, efpecially in regard to laboured wages, as the 
money cleared in the thop quickly brings back all that is expended in 
labour for days, weeks, and months together. The fiorekeepers too 
frequently take advantage of the credulity, eafinefs of temper, and ig
norance of the half-favage fort of people, who inhabit the back fettle
ments, and thefe in return abufe the credulity, eafinefs, and ignorance 
of the poor Indians. In fatl: the conduCt of mankind at large is in 

general nothing mor~ than a chain of frauds and impofitioDS, only 
fomewhat lefs barefaced than thofe of the fiorekeepers in the new 
American dominions. 

I thall add a word or two on the methods pratl:ifed by them in the 
management of thefe new fettlements. \Vhen a family have come to 

a refolution to fettle in this coulltry, the huiliand, the latter end 
of fummer, repairs to the (pot \vhere the fettlement is to be made. 

The firfi thing he does is to cut down the fmall trees on one or two 

acres; he next barks the larger trees, and then fows a little rye or 

w heat. Of the wood he has felled, he confirutl:s a finall houfe, and 
makes fuitable fences around it; a labour, which may be performed in 

about a month's time. He then returns to his former habitation; and, 

at the beginning of (pring, he brings his family and the beft of his 

cattle to the new fettlement. His cows cofi him little, being turned 

into the woods to graze: he then finiihes his haufe, plants pota

toes, (ows Indian corn, cll1d th us is enabled to provide for the firfi 

year's maintenance. \Vhile thus employed, he is at the fame time 
Y z clearinO" 

" 
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clearincr more around, burnincr the trees he has already felled, and, as far 
/:) /:) /:) 

as may be, even thofe which he has barked. By this proceis the roots of 
the bullies are in a great meafure defiroyed; yet they require to be 
more carefully grubbed out of land, which is to be thoroughly cleared. 
The allies afford a very ufeful manure, and, in the opinion of the befi 
judges, are employed this way to much greater advantage, than when 
converted into pot-aCh, the making of which is, with the new fettlers, 
merely the refult of neceility; for if a faw-mill be at hand, the large 
trees can be conveyed thither by oxen. Thus, within the fpace of 
twelve months, a man may clear fifteen acres; and few families cul
tivate more than thirty. The barked trees are left fianding for a 
longer or lliarter time, according to circum fiances, viz. the fpecies of 
the tree, the nature of the foil, and the degree of the wetnefs of the 
[eafon. The hemlock-fir will fiand eight or nine years, the oak four 
01" five, the maple three or four, and trees, all the branches of which 
have been burnt off, feldom fall before this time. The fiumps of the 
felled trees, generally two or three feet high above the ground, hardly 
rot fooner than the barked trees, which have been left fianding on 
the lands. The dwellings of new fettlers are commonly at firfi fet 
up in a very flight manner; they confifi of huts, the roofs and walls 
of vvhich are made of bark, and in which the huiliand, wife, and 
children pafs the winter, wrapped up in blankets. They alfo fre
quently confirutl: houfes of trees laid upon each other; the interfiices 
of which are either filled up with loam, or left open, according as 

there is more or lefs time to fill them up. In fuch buildings as 
have attained to fome degree of perfetl:ion, there is a chimney of brick 
or clay; but very often there is only an aperture in the roof to let 

out the fmoke, and the fire is made and replenillied with the trunks 
of trees. At a little difiance from the houfe fiands a fmall oven, built 
fometimes of brick, but more frequently of clay, and a little farther 

off appears a fmall fued, like a [entry-box, which is the necefTary, or 
pnvy. 

Salt 
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Salt pork and beef are the u[ual food of the new fettlers; their drink 
is water and whiiky, yet there are few families unprovided with coffee 
and chocolate. 

vVe !hould not omit to obferve, that the axe, of which the Americans 
make u[e for felling trees, has a !horter handle than that of European 
wood-cutters. Not only the Americans, but Jri!h and German workmen 
have aiTured me, that they can do more work with this !hort handled 
3)(e, than with the European. The blade likewife is not fo large as that 
of the latter. MoO: of thefe axes are made in America, but conGder
able number8 are alia imported from Germany. 

Though fome or moO: of the particulars above detailed may be found 
in works, which treat of the inland or back parts of America, yet I 
judge them not unworthy of a place in this journal. 

RefpeB:ing the tenets or obfervances of religion, it !hould feem that 
little room is left for a due attention to either, among the inhabitants 
of Penllfylvania and other parts of Geneifee. In the tow ns, as well as 
in all parts of the country that are in any degree populous, there are, 
indeed, every where places appropriated to religious wor!hip; but,un
lefs I am greatly miO:aken, religion is generally conGdered rather as a 
political engine than a way to falvation. In the new fettlement3 you 
meet frequently with religious books, but they contain the peculiar ef
fufions of different {eB:s, rather than the fimple morality of icriptural 
religion. Prayer-books, with other devotional exercifes of that defcrip
tion, are chiefly found among the rigid MethodiO:s, or fanatic Scotch 
Preiliyterians. Yet the bitternefs and fanaticifm of thefe feB:s are 
rapidly wearing away in thefe forefis. Chiefly taken up with clear
ing the ground, and anticipating in imagination the beneficial refultiO 
of their labour, they {oon forget all other concerns. 

The colonifis, who arrive from New England, are, upon the 
whole, more religious than any of the other inhabitants. They make 
a point of building ch urches, and providing preachers, as foon as 
circurnftances enable them to do fo. Mofr of thefe religionifis fettle in 

the 
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the upper diihia of Gene{fee, and fpeak with contempt of the fettle
ments on the Su(quehannah, and in the neighbourhood of Tioga. v.' here 
the inhabitants, far from having places of worlhip, fcarcely ever men
tion the llame of God. At the fame time it muft be admitted, that the 
planters, who come from New England, are purer in their morals than 
any of the reft; and that they are not only remarkably induftrious, 
but alfo the moil: expert agriculturifis and workmen. 

As to the fertility of the country in natural produCtions, it is 
very great indeed. In many parts, the trees are of a prodigious 
fize and thicknefs. It is remarkable, that the largeft trees feldom 
ihike their roots deeper than about four or five inches into the 
ground; this was at leaft the cafe with all thoie which had been over
turned by the winds, anJ lay near the road. The thickets are frequently 
10 clore, that, for feveral miles together, they bear the appearance of 
one large tree, under which grafs is growing it! thick tufts and 
clufiers. Fern, a fight rare in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, i.:; 
very frequently in the back fettlements. Shrubs of every defcription, 
and flowers of various forms and hues adorn the woods and pleafe the 
eye with their beautiful appearance, but do not fo much regale the tra
veller with their fragrance. They more or lefs refemble European 
plants; but are in general of different fpecies. 

Among the great variety of infeCts and flies feen here, which alone 
would fumilh abundant matter of enquiry for the curious naturalifi, 
luminous worms are fo very numerous, as frequently to diffufe by 
night a brightnefs, which is really afionilhing. 

The town of Canawaga is fituated on the river Geneffee, the courfe 
of which we have followed without deviation ever fince we left Ontario. 
By the Indians this river is called Calhoufiagon. We much regret, 
that we did not fee the three falls of this river, which are but half a 
quarter of a mile difiant from each other; the firft is one hundred, the 
fecond thirty, and the third feventy feet high; they are all two hun

.dred and fifty feet in breadth. This river, which empties itfelf into 

Lake 
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Lake Ontario, previoufly forms a very fmall lake of uncommon 

depth, which alfo iii difcharged into Lake Ontario by a narrow chan

nel, not very deep. The appearance of thefe falls is faid to be ex

tremely grand and beautiful; we felt a {hong inclination to viGt them; 

but Mr. Blacons exprel1ing an earnefi deGre to hafien his return to 

Afylum, and to fee the Niagara, we facrificed to his willies our own 

curiofity with refpett to the falls of the river GenelTee. 

TT~'dnifday, the 17th of June. 

After remamlllg half a day at Canawaga, we at length fet out, 

early in the morning, to traverfe the defarts, as they are called. The 
guide, procured by Mr. Chipping, as already mentioned, had been 
waiting for us two d,lYS. This man, a native of Canada, who, accord

ing to falfe reports, had adopted the manners and cufioms of the Indi

ans, from love for a fquaw (the term for an Indian woman) of whom he 
was exceflively foud, did not, on a nearer acquaintance with him, anfwer 

an y of the romantic, or at leafi extraordinary ideas, we had been led to 

form of him. During the American war, he had fCI\'ed for fome time 

in an Englilh regiment in Canada; but having found an opportunity to 

defert, he fettled in the American dominions on the baukli of the Ge

nelTee. He has been enabled to fave a little money by means of a finall 
trade, which he carried on, and efpecially by felling wbitky to the In

di~ns; after this he became acquainted with an IIldiall girl, tolerably 

kllld{ome, whom he married, after {he had borne him ieveral children :, 

that is to fay, he declared her his wife in the Indian manner; an obli

gdion, however, \vhich binds him no longer than he himfelf choofes. 

According to his own account, he poiTefTes a fmall efiate in the difiriCl: 

of Gcnefice, and another much larger in Tonowante (an Indian village 

equally diil:ant from Niagara and Canawaga), which PO~DRIT (our 

g'Jide) purchafcd of the Indians f~)r fome gallons of whiiky, and which 

he call enlarge, at plcafure, as every aIle there is at liberty to appropri

ate to himie!f any quantity of land he thinks proper. This man, as far 
as 
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as we could judge, :lppears to have fettled among the Indians from 

motives not the mofi praife-worthy, viz. lazinefs and indolence; he 
would rather, it feems, let his wife work, than do fo himfelf, gain 
money without care or toil, and by his fuperior knowledge overreach 

the Indians in the fmail trade he carries on with them. In other J'> 

fpeas he is a free, jovi21 fellow enough, proud, good-humoured, art
ful under the appearance of aukwardnefs; and in brief, 110t a little like 
many of the French pea[ants, who, after ha\'ing ferved fome time in 
a rerriment, return to their native villarre with a tolerable flock of felf-o 0 

confidence and affurance, which, if not blended ",ith a due regard to 
confcience and morals, frequently degenerates into impudence, and 
fometimes draws them in the end, into a licentious and refilefs way of 
life. Under the guidance of this Pondrit, who, by the by, was not even 
drdfed as an Indian, we fet out on our journey. He led a hor[e that 
belonged to him, and was loaded with our flores, which Indian guides 
generally trudge with on their backs. 

About a mile and a half from Cana waga, fiands a fmall village of 
the Seneca Indians, through which we paffed, confifiiug of only three 
or four houfes. We found there again a handfome young man, who 

had vifited us the night before in Canawaga. It was obfervable, that 
thefe Indians {hewed a {hong attachment to us as Frenchmen, repeat
edly affuring us, that the remembrance of our nation was peculiarly 
dear to them; we in return regaled them plentifully with rum. The 
young man, who was more intoxicated than his comrades, was 
feized every now and then with fits of madnefs, which mirrht have o 
proved fatal to himfelf or thofe about him, but for the careful attend-

ance of a young fquaw, who, partly by menaces, and partly by careifes, 
got him out of the inn, caufed his arms to be tied by his comrades, 
and carried him to the banks of the river, where, lefs diflurbed, {he 
continued her attendance, until {he had foothed his raoe thourrh he o , 0 

was not perfeCtly refl::ored to his fenfes. An Indian wa{hed the face 

~nd head of his inebriated comrade, by fpouting water upon him, which 

he 
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.. he took into his mouth, and at the fame time by rubbing him with Li~ 
hand. The intoxicated young man, though not quite fober, was at 
length, however, fo far recovered, as to be fet on his legs. A lo .. t 
was waiting to carry him acro[s the river, when, on a fudden, he bruL 

. from the hands of his attendants, and precipitated himfelf with great 
vio~ence into the river. A moment after he came up again, and we 
faw him .fwimming towards the oppofite bank. The indefatigable 
young wqlUa9 t,hen fprang alone into the boat, and rowed u? to her 
charge, overtook h~m, and feized his hand to make him fiep into the 
boat. But he would not enter, but dived again, rifing up in different 
places; fo that to all appearance he was in no little danger, confidering 
the flate he was in, of being drown~d. The young fquaw followed 
him with her boat, call~d onqirp. feveral times very kindly, did not 
cea[e a moment to follow him, with her eyes confiantly fixed on him, 

. qr on the fpot where ihe thought he was likely to appear again; for he 
was as frequently under;as above water. At lafi the grafped him again J 

and fo tenaciouJlY,as to retain ber hold. This imprelli ve fcene lafred 
,about two llQurs, during whi<;h time the ~une'}finefs, care, and endear
:ments of the young woman, were inceffantly manifefred, and infpired 
us with mingled emotions of furprife, admiration, and efreem. She 
was tolerablyhandfome, and a fifrer of the young man. It is hardly 
pollibletp ,ihew more fympathy, or wore fincere, tender, and unwearied 

: affection , than was evinced by this ppor fquaw, ~s long as her intoxi
cated brother was in danger; and all this too in a Il1anner [0 [weet and 
engaging, as it is not in the power pf man pollibly, to do. This [cellc 
imprinted in frill deeper characters on my mind, the idea, which I 
have con,fiantlyentertained, of the great fuperiority of, women above 

j men in every thing, relative. to affections, of e;vety fort. He, who 
never exp.erienced the friendlhip of ,a woman, kno\~~ Il9t half the 

.eharms. and. delights ,of f.dendlhip. Men, undoubtedly, are capable of 
, making great facrinces, .which I certainly ihould be t~1e lafr to. dif
; own; jJ),de.btecl as I .~l1t for ,the pr~ferv+ltion Gf my life, to th;:; 
. .genero\l's ;md jl;Jident attachment of two friends •. ,May, tilEY, fi;1ce:;i 

Z mou 
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more explicit teftimollY of my gratitude might perhaps endanger their 
(lfety and welfare, recognize in thefe lines the grateful fentiments, 
which fill my bo[om, and which !hall not ceafe but with my exiftence~ 
though I lhould never have the happinefs of perfonally expreffing to 
them the tribute of my thanks. But while a, woman is capable of the 
fame attachment and facrifices, while a female friend will chearfulr,. 
meet the fame dangers as men, !he po{feffes befides the art of embellith
ing and brightening the faddefi moments of our life, by unutterable 
fweetne[s of temper, confiant care, and unwearied attendance on her 
friend; the can fympathize in his fufferings, mingle with his pleafures .. 
and comprehend and divine all his projeCts; the can pour balm on his 
wounded fenfibility, raife his dejeCted fpirits, unburden him of the load 
of farrow, and thus reconcile him to himfelf. Well can the {often the 
har!hnefs of advice, which the has the courage to offer at a feafonable 
interva.J, and can infpire a boundlefs confidence, without creating pain, 
or caufing exertion. She bids defiance to obfiacles, is difcouraged by 
no accidents, not even by abfence itfelf. In 1hor~, female friendfhip 
is a divine feeling, and the fweeteft charm and comforter of life-: 
when deprived of it by misfortune, the bare remembrance of it will 
fiiH afford us moments of refined pleafare. 

A journey through uninterrupted forefts offers but little matter
either for fpeculation or remark. The woods are, in general, not 
clofe, but ftand on a fruitful foil. A foot-path, tolerably goed, upon 
the whole, but in- forne places very miry, winds through them' over 
a level ground, that rifes but {eldom, into gentle {wells. After' a 
ride of twelve hours, in which we croffed feveral large creeks, we 
arrived at the Plain, where we deter-mined to take up our loda-
• c 0 
mgs lor the- night. Big Plain is about thirty-eight miles difiant from 
Canawaga. We breakfafted at Buttermilk FaH, and dined 011 the 
bank of the ereek of Tanawago, which is, feveral times, either ap
proached or croffed, in this line of tr-avelling. For both thefe meals 
our appetites were fo keen, that we, perhaps, never ate any thing with 
a better relifh. But, -this was-not the cafe wit-h our {upper. The rna-

r:anFulns, 
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fa'ngouins, of which we had heard fuch frightful accounts, hut from 
which we had hitherto fuffered but little, began now to torment us. 
We were near a brook, for it is neceffary to keep within a little di(. 
tance from water, if between arrival and departure it is intellded to 
break fa fr, fup, alld water the horfes. The fire and tobacco fmoke 
were not fufficient to keep off the offenfive fwarms of rnarangouins, 
mufquitoes, wafps and gnats; nor did the veils of gauze, provided by 
Mr. Guillemard, 1helter us from their pungent flings. Thefe innu
merable fmall blood-fucking infe8:s are a very great annoyance, and 
though killed by thoufands, they feem to encreafe in proportiOl! as they 
are deflroyed. It is indeed impoffible to form an adequate idea of the 
tgrment and trouble they occafion, without having felt it. 

Two Americans, who arrived from Buffalo Creek, with two 
horfes, loaded with furs, 1hared our fire and our molefiation, but not 
our fufferings. The next day (Thurfday) at four o'clock in the 
morning, the Americans having found their horfes, proceeded 011 

their journey; while our horfes, which, in fpite of our entreaties, 
Mr. Guillemard's fervant had not coupled, were not to be found, 
having run back part of the way we came. It happened, however, 
very fortunately, that a bell, which I had fafrened to my horfe, hav
ing in the night indicated to our guide the courfe they purfued, he 
traced them before the break of day, overtook them at a diitance of 
fifteen miles, and brought them back about eleven o'clock in the morn
ing. His uncommon zeal to ferve us, joined to his fllccefsful alertnefs, 
infpired us with as much admiration, as we felt pleafure, to fee our 
horfes fafe returned. 

The two Americans, who left us in the morning, belonged to Bof. 
ton; they make, it feems, the journey to Buffalo Creek, five or fix 
times every year, to barter for furs with the Indians; they carryon 
this trade jeintly with three or four other fmall companies; and we 
learned that, all the whole about twenty thoufand dollars are annually 
circulated in this way, the 1hare of thefe two amounting to ~iEhteel1 
hundred or two thoufanQ dollars. 

Z2 h 
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It was too late to indulo-e the hope of reaching Buft-aioCreek before' 
b " 

the fall of night. Our journey mllfi, therefore, take' us up two days., 

lOl1 cyer althoucyh we had provifionolllv fufficient for one. In there 
b 'b .-

circumfiances we refolved to take the road to Tonowante, the reG· ' 
dence of one PONDRIT, which determination, though it occafioned a 

circuit of ten or twelve miles, yet fecured' to us' all the certain ad
vantage of obtaining frelh provifion, which, by P~)[}drit's ac'colmt, 

was in great abundance in that place. But Pondrit is as frivolous a 
prattler as he is a good pedefirian; we found no provifion, nor was' 

there the leaft profpeCt of procuring viands of any fort in the hut 

of this demi-Indian. We were fain to be content with a little' 

rum and two wet indige':llible cakes of Indian corn, prepared by 
Mrs. PONDRIT, and were, moreover, under the neceility of waiting a 

whole hour for the lady's return, who, on our arrival was erigaged in 

cultivating the grounds of her huiband. Befides 'this wretched repafi, 

\\'e got a little Indian corn for our horfes. 'Mr. 'Guillemard, whofe 

limbs were fwoln in confequence of theftings of the mu(quitoes, fan
cied he was ill, and determined to remain thit night at ToI1owante. 

We left him under the care of the f<~ya'w Pondrit; and Mr. de Blacons~ 
Dupetitthouars, and myfelf, fet out, with our guide, to purfue our' 

Journey. 

Tonowante, which we ,have juft left', confifis of fifteen houfes or' 

wigwams, built on the zig-zag windings' of the river of the fame name.

The foil is marlhy, yet good. However defirable it would have been, 

to thorten our next day's long journey by proceeding ten miles further 

this night, yet the remembrance, and the ftill-exifiing fenfation of the 

mufquito-fiings of laft night, deterred us from acFopting this meafure, 
Jnd we halted, therefore, half an hour before fun .. fet to o-ain the ne-, 0 

~drary time for" making arrangements' more likelj tv keep, thefe in-
1etts off.' A fmall Indian camp, which we found 'in the ~oods near 

Small-fall, was chofen for oUf niaht-quarters notwithfrandioo- d'r'cadfull:' _ b' 0 

iwarms of mufquitoes and fmall flies, perhaps:even mo~e troublefome' '-" 

th;:n the fOImer, were buzzing about us. We 'furrounded' this little 

place 
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place of refuge~ to the windward, with fires, which we kept up with 
dry leaves and rotten wood. The wind driving tile {moke through our 
camp, the mufquitoes could not exifi there. After having coupled 
our hodes, tied them to trees near us, and thus prevented the danger 
of lofing them, we procured fame water, made a me(;5 of a few cakes of 
portable foup, which we had remaining, and beint; proteCted from the 
attacks of our enemies, we partook of our cakes and remaining haw 
with great fatisfaCtion, and being farther comforted by a few fc::;ars, 
we paffed a very pleating night; I, on my part, at leafi, did not 
awake from nine o'clock at night till half pafi three in the morning, 
the time when we were obliged to prepare for our departure. \"hat 
an excellent remedy, or, at leafi" what a palliative for the fufferings of 
the head and the heart, is travelling. Alternate wearinefs and reft 
leave no room for any train of ideas, alid every thing conipires to ren
der us as happy as if our fufferings were ended. 

Before I clofe the hifiory of the day, I mufi obferve, that in the 
morning we met with a large rattle-filake, on our way to Tonowante. 
She was awake, bent backwards, and her head eretl; in {hart, {he was 
in the attitude, in which thefe reptiles dart to bite. Our guide noticed
her at the fmall difiance of two paces, and Cartouche had approached 
her within half a pace. We fiopped ; I called my dog. The afpeCt of 
our horCes, our dogs and ourfelves, who furrounded her fo clofely, did 
not difiurb her; and Pondrit, who had cut a fiick, was at full liberty 
to choo[e the fpot \V bere he would apply his blow. This fnake was up
wards of four and half feet in length, beautifully black, with rings of 
a bright, golden yellow, and tixteen rattles. I relate this trifling in
cident, to {hew how little dangerous thefe animals in general are, the 
accounts of which, in Europe, fa greatly alarm all, who are preparing 
to go fO America. We continued upwards of five minutes within a, 

fmaller difiance from her than her own length.. The dog almoil 
I touched hel'i {he was awake, and yet ihewed 1\0 [ort of malignity. 

Since I have travelled fo much in fordts, I have met with a -great n um
ber 
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ber of rattle-fnakes, killed (orne with my own hand, and, uotwith

fianding, have nev.er yet received the leaft injury. 

Friday, the 19.th of JUJLL'. 

For thefe two days paft the roads have been truly execrable, full of 

deep holes, earth-falls, and thick-fet bullies. You are obliged, at once, 
to beware of the branches of trees, which tear your face or throw you 
down, to [eleB: the fpot for the hor[e to tread on, to give it the nece[
fary aid when it pafTes a difficult place, and to take care not to cruth 
your knee or leg againfi a trunk or fione, which even with the utmofr 
precaution cannot be always avoided, and frequently caufes a very paia
ful fenrati-on. By the account of our guide we were this day to enter 
better roads; and yet, a level tra& of about fellen or eight miles ex
cepted, thefe were even worfe than the former. 

Being defirous of feeing a large Indian fettiement, and having learned 
that Buffalo Creek is the largeft in this neighbourhood, we turned that 
way, left the foot-path which leads firaight to Fort Erie,and {huck 
into another, which is ·the worft I have yet feen. We breakfafted 
twelve miles from the fpot where we had pafTed the night, and finilhed 
the remainder of our flores in Buffalo Town. You reach Creek 

Buffalo twelve or fifteen miles before you come to the village. The 
fource of this creek, which is very narrow on the fpot where you fee 
it firfi, is fifteen miles farther up the country. Yet it confiderably en
larges its breadth, and js upwards of a hundred yards broad, where it 
difcharges itfelf into the river. You mufi: ford it between a hamlet 
inhabited by the -Cayuga nation and the village of Buffalo, where it is 
about forty yards in breadth, but its bed is fo confined and miry, that 
we were fcarcely able to work our way out of it. 

The village of Buffalo is inhabited by the Seneca-Indians. The chief 
of this nation is BROTHERFARMER, a man generally refpeB:ed by all the 
tribes as a great warrior and ftatefman and for this reafon much , , 

courted 
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courted both by Engliih and American agents. Buffalo is the chief 
place of the Seneca nation. InO:ead of eighty houfes, of which we had 
been told this village confiO:ed, we found only about forty. The rel1 
Hand on the banks of the creek farther up or downwards, and th:!:, 
people an extent-of ieveral miles. The village is fituated on a plain, 
the [oil of which, to judge from the grafs it produces, is extremely 
fertile. We faw Indians cutting the grafs with their knives. Some 
families keep cows, and others even horfes. There were fome fine 
oxen to be fold in the village. All the commodities being confidered 
as the produce of the labours of the wives, they alone difpofe of them 
at pleaful'e. They are looked- upon as the fole proprietors. It is with 
them that every bargain is made, all the money, even the houfes in 
which thay live, belong to them; the h ufbands have nothing but their 
gun, their tomahawk (a fmall axe, and at the fame time their pipe), 
and the fcalps fevered from the fkulls of the enemies they have flain, 
and which in greater or lefs number form the decoration of the dwel~ 
lings of all Indian warriors. More property they do not want. 

The dignity of a chieftain is, in general, hereditary among the In
dians ; though fome are alfo appointed by eleCtion. The fons of the 
chieftains, however, do not fucceed, but thofe of the female chiefs. 
For the wives preferve this right of fucceffion in their families, and 
tranfinit it to their defcendants. Yet thefe Indian queens cultivate 
their fields with the fpade in their hand. Though they have oxen to 
fell, it has hitherto not occurred to them, to yoke thefe animals to the 
plough. I have already obferved.. that a fmall field of Indian corn fuf
fiees for the wants of a family. There is, at times, another planted 
with potatoes-; but,. in general, thefe are planted between the rows of 
Indian corn. 

The fields are mofrIy irregular pieces of land taken from the com
mon; they are not inclofed~ being more effectually guarded by an ulli
verfal hondly, which never deceives. The cattle, which· confiantly 
remain in the woods, do no damage to the crops. The fields, culti
vated by the Indians, have, in g~neral, a more luxuriant appearance th30ll 

others, 
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others, from the manner in which they are cultivated. Being bettel' 
tilled, and kept confiantly free from weeds, they cannot but pro

d lice be:rvicr crops, w hieh is aaually the cafe. The Indian huts in 
Butr110 arc not fo bad as others I have feen, but equally unclean and 

£ltby. 
Our guide conducted us to a family, in which he faid a demi-French 

woman lived, w1;ich, howeycr, \vas not the faa. On entering ,the ha
bitation, we found the LllHllord engaged in bleeding himfelf in the footo 
He faid he fuffered from pJins in the bowels, and placed great confi

dence in this remedy, which he prefcribed and applied himfelf. T.wo 
leaves of lage ferved for a comprefs, and an old garter for a bandage; 
he looked about for his tomahawk to fmoke during the application. of 
this remedy. One or two other families live in the fame hut. The 
hufbands, fathers, and brothers were fitting before the door; the wo-
men were in the fields; we were compelled to wait their return, .to 
learn whether they had any eggs or' milk. When they came home, 
we found that they had none. They gave. us, however, butter-milk:. 
and very good butter. During the tw.o hours we paffed among them, 
nothing particular occurred. There is but little expreffion in their faces. 
little cheerfulnefs, and little fagacity. They were extremely, curious, 
as everyone would be, who has feen nothing. They laid hold of our 
watches, Ollr compafs, our pencils, and bridles, viewed them with. much 
attention, yet without the leaft mark of afioni1hment or fatisfattion; 
but remained as cold and unconcerned as three-fourths of the American 
country-people remain on fimilar occafions, though they are as curious 
as the Indians. 

I had bought at Philadelphia a great quantity of triflc;:s,. with a view 
of diHributing them among there people, who, I kl~ew, are excefiively 

fond of them. \Vith thefe- trifles we paid wh~t fervices they had 
rendered us; but I dii1:ributed my fineries far beyond. their amount; 

men and women feemed to receive them with afioniihment rather than 
plea[ure. The young girls appeared more pleafed with· them than the 

.refi. Three or four of thefe were very halldfom~; and I fancied that 

I could 
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I could obfen-c in their ~nanners a certain modefiy, which I love to fee 
blended with beauty. 

The Indians {eem to occupy themfelves much with their children; 
they are extremely fond of them during their childhood, and their af
fec1ionate attachment frequently lafis far beyond that tender age. Suck
iug children :Ire generally fufpeuded in a pafket, fdlened to the ceiling 
by long ropes, and thus rocked. vVhen the mother goes on a journey, 
or to work, the babe i~ put into a fort of portable cradle, the b~lck and 
lower part of \~~ hich are made of wood; it is laced before with firaps of 
cloth, with which the child can be tied as fafi as they plea1e. This fort 
of cradle is carried by means of a {hap, tied around the forehead of the 
mother. In this manner the Indians generally carryall their burthens. 

Few Indians live to be very olJ. They who grow old and infirm 
are put to death by their children, who confider this atl: as a duty they 
are bound to perform, in order to fave their parents from the miferies of 
old age. However, they do not al ways fulfil this duty. Let this bar
barous cuaom be fairly confidered, and it will be found in {orne man
ner confifient with reafon; for of what ufe and value is life, when no
thing can be expeCted but forrow and fufferings ? 

Death is, with the Indians, no objeCl: of terror; and the relations of 
the deceafed grieve but little for their Iofs. Some how lings at the bu
rial are the ouly figns or expreffions of their grief, while feveral days 
before and after the interment are [pent in feafiing and dancing. The 
entire property of the deceafed is frequently {pent in thus eating, drink-
ing, and rioting to hh; honour. . 

The imperfetl: civilization, which the Indian nations, we have [een, 
owe to their confiant intercourfe with white people, has altered their 
original manners, which it would be peculiarly interefiing to obfervc. 
vVhiiky renders them fiupid; and whiiky is known aIld fought after 
by all the Indians, who are engaged in the fur trade \'lith white people. 
Europe has infliCted, and will ever infliB: fo many evils on every COllll

try difcovered by her, that it is neceifary to travel as Mr. MACK ENZIE 

has done, beyond the known tribes, in order to trace the original rnall-
Aa 
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f;ers of the Illdian nations; yet 1\1r. Mackenzie himfelf difiributed 

\\'hifkv as he wellt along. 
I 1hall [ubjoin here a few obfervatiolls concerning the Indians, which, 

though they may not be perfeetl y new, will yet form a {ketch, not al

to~ether uninterefiing to Europeans, and which I ihall be able to im
prove from other accounts, efpecially from the narrative of the cap
tivity of one of my friends belonging to Virginia, which I intend to in
troduce in the fequel. But previoufly to my entering on this fubjeCt, 
I mun obferve~ that all the Indians we faw ufed every means of ihew
ing us particul.ar kindnefs, on account of our being Frenchmen, whom, 
they told us, they. love very much, knowing that their people have al
ways been kindly treated by them, and particularly without any fort of 
contemptuous infolence. On this account they confiantly called us 

their fathers. 
Age is fo much honoured by the Indians, that in their language age 

and wifdom are fvnonimous terms. 
,; 

Notwithfianding this high efiimation, in which old age is every where 
held, and the great refpeCt enjoyed by their chieftains in ti~e of peace, 
and by their leaders in time of war, health, dexterity, and courage alone 
obtain dii1:inetions among the Indians. Although from difpofition and 
habit they are independent of each other, in all the concerns of life, yet 
they are never wanting in obedience to their chiefs and leaders. 

Hofpitality is with them a duty, which it would be a crime not to 
()bferve, and which they never fail to praCtife. They confider revenge 
as a duty equally facred. They conceal their vindiCtive views as long 

as they know they cannot be gratified. But neither the 10llgeft 
period of time, nor the greatefi obfiacles, ever fiifle in them the im. 
perious paffion for revenge. Although theft is very common among 
them, and more fo among the women than the men, yet the thief, 
caught in the faCt, is compelled to refiore the property he !lole; and in 
cafe of a violent robbery, the conjurors are confulted, who condemn the 
robber to death. 

I-Jomicide is atoned for by a fum of money, the amonnt of which. i, 
paid 
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paid in a fort of fhells, called "..t'17fJli'lIlrl, by which the price of all 
commodities is meafured and adj ufied. An offender, who can not raife 
this ranfom, is delivered over to the family of the deceafed, that they 
may take their revenge on him. Deliberate murder is feldom com
mitted ; manflaughter perpetrated in drunken quarrels is more frequent. 
Yet the fame indulgence, in reg:lrd to homicide and theft, is not (hewn 
by all the Indian nations. I have learnt from Colonel BRANT, chieftain 
of the Mohawks, that among the Six Nations, who fiill occupy lands 
near the lakes in the dominion of the United States, and in Canada, and 
to whom the Mohawks and Seneca Indians belong; every Indian, who 
has killed or robbed another, mnfi inevitably fuffer death. The mur
derer is generally put to death by the relations of the perf on murdered. 
But every Indian belonging to the nation has a right to kill him, as 
foon as the crime is known. It frequently happens, that the offender, 
far from making the leafi reGfiance, voluntarily furrenders himfelf up 
for execution. 

Among fome nations the wife takes revenge of an unfaithful huf
band, by a Gmilar conduCt: on her own part; and the huiband, in the 
fame circumfiances, has recourfe to the fame means of revenge. Among 
fome the huiband puts the wife to death, if he catch her in jlagrallti 
deliCio. The greatefi crime among the Indians is to touch a captive, even 
with her confent. This crime would be puniihed with infiant death. 
I know from Colonel Brant, that among the Six Nations there has yet 
been no in fiance of fuch an offence. As foon as the captive is fet at li
berty, there exifis no farther prohibition, in cafe fhe confents. As they 
can neither read ,nor write, and yet are deGrous of tranfmitting the me
mory of their aCtions to pofierity, efpecially the fortunate exploits of 
their tribes; they effeCt: this purpofe by cutting figures ill the bark of 
trees, which, to thofe who are unacquainted with this (ort of language, 
appear to have no form, but are very intelligible to them and their pofie
rity, as long as t."heyare fpared byall.deilroying time. It is in this 
manner they record their exploits in hunting and war, the number of 
the fcalps they have tom ir.om the fkulls of their enemies, &c. The 

A a 2 wampum, 
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wampum, whi:::h is their money, is al[o their ornament, and their pledge 
for the performance of every contraCt and oath. They are more or lefs 
lkilled i;l cafiing up accounts, in proportion to the extent of their trade. 
Tbey COUlIt their months and days by the moon and the night, and 
their years by itlmmer and winter.' The pole 11ar, with which they 
are acquainted, guides them in their noCturnal journies. 

The cufioms of the Indians, with refpeCl: to marriage, are various. 
In fome tribes the children are given in marriage by their parents; in 
others they make their own choice. Among fome polygamy is per
mitteJ; with others it i3 not ill ute. In fome tribes the infidelity of the 
wives caufes not the leafi uneaGnefs to the huiband ; in others it afHiCls 
them to fuch a degree, that they frequently poi [on themfelves; an act 
nf dcfpair, which is al[o iometimes committed by women from the 
iame motives. Marriage, however, is in general with them but a tran
fitory union. Divorces are very frequent; and in this cafe the chil
dren remain with the wife, together with all the other property. Con
\'crfation ieldom or never takes place between the huiband and wife; the 
1ndians in general fpeak little. The wife, when the returns home from 
hard labour, prepares food for her huiband, twice or thrice a day, who 
1S ever fatistied with what !he gives him. If no meal be prepared, the 
hulband goes away without complaining, and eats with one of his neigh
~,cJU rs, 

Their ufual difeafcs are inflammatory and putrid fevers, and the fmall
pox. The lafi: never attacks them, but when they are near the habita
tions of white people, to the care of whofe phyficians they commit 
themfelvcs with a tolerable {hare of confidence. If there be no medical 
per[ons in the ue-ighbourhood, they place equal confidence in their con
jurors, who are often women. The remedies! which the conjurors apply, 
confifi: generally of the infpiffated juices of herbs. They alfo often 
caufe t,he patient t~ be put into a kind of oven, or vapour.bath, to bring 
on a vIOlent perfpuation, which is. the moll: comr'ipn cure. Thefe
.... apour.baths are made by means of large francs, heated as much as polli

hie, -and arranged in the form of a circle, in the centre of whIch the pa_ 

tient 
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tientis placed. Over this fmall indofure is (pread a very low tent 
cover, made of wool, the red-hot itones are wetted with water, and 
when the patient, by means of this iteam, is in a thong perfpiration, he 
is fuddenly immerged into the coldeit brook. This remedy i; r~pe:lted 
feveral times, and proves often lalutary in pleuriGes and cold.;. RJ t 
never is any remedy applied without fame concomitant myiterious cere
mony; {uch as blowing upon the patient, dancing, howling, or beating 
the drum. Whenever they apply a remedy, or prattife their art, they 
invoke the Great Spirit, to whom, they fay, they are calJ.ed in their 
fleep. Pains in the head, and in the mufcles of the neck, are very 
common among the women. They are attributed to the manner ill 
which they carry their burthens. 

The bite of the rattle-fnake is eafily cured, the remedy being known 
to all the Indians, and ufually applied. I have already mentioned, that 
it is the rattle-fnake root (polygala fenega, Linn.). The bruifed leaves 
are applied to the wound, and the juice, extraaed fr.om the root, is 
,taken with a little butter or fat. There are, however, feveral other 
remedies againfi this accident,' which no Indian regards. The flefh of 
the fnake is confidered as a delicacy by the Indians, and the flough, 
which the fnake cafrs off twi(:e a year, beaten into powder, is ufed as 
a clean fer of the blood. 

The language of tbe Indians, in their conferences, is always figurz
tive. \Vhen, for illfiance~ they willi to,defcribe the reitoration of peace 
between two nations, theyexprefs themfelves as follows: "We are 

making a road five hundred miles in length through the foreit; we are 

tearing up the roots and branches that obfirua the way; we are clear
ing it of fiones, rocks, and trees; we are removing the hills ~ we 

cover it with fand, and m~ke it (0 perfettly light, that all the Il2.tions 

can fee each other without the leafi obflruB:ioIl." Althouah the ... 'con-b _ 

duB: thernfelves \,\'ith great coolnefs, in all their dealings, yet they often 
grow warm in the delivery of their {peeches, and then (well declama

tion into mufical notes: the affembly lifiens in profound fileuce. The 

members oUhe c()uncil fmokethcir pipes all the while, and the orator, 

when 
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\\htll he lIas Jone, iit3 dOvvll with them, and does the fame. Their 
ipeeches may be as long as they pleafe; they are never interrupted; 
fince to interrupt an Indian would be deemed the greatefi: offence. In 
their deputations, their reception of ambaifadors, and their negociation 

of treaties, they introduce much lelemnity, and many ceremOllles. 
\Vhen olle nation wages war againfl: :l!lOther, they rdelve on fo 

doing after due deliberation, but never declare war againfl: their enemy. 
They come UpOIl him in greater or fml,ller numbers, and kill and de

frroy every thing within their reach. Whenever they meet with tingle 
individuals, who belong to the hofl:ile nation, they treat them in the 

fame manner. There are, however, places uf inviolability, where their 
hofiilities are fufpended. Such is a certain fpot on the banks of the 

river Miifouri, where a fpecies of fione is found, of which they Hand in 

particular need, for making pipes. Here the bitterefi enemies work 
quietly near one another, in breaking thde fiones, which they all alike 
want. There are more fuch places, equally facred; and no ini1ance 
has ever happened vf thefe places having become a fcene of c(~r.tention. 

Peace cannot be concluded between two nations, but through the in
ten'ention of a neutral tribe; and until it be aaually concluded, the 

contending parties continue to dellroy each otber. As foon as the 

words of peace are proclaimed by the neutral nation, the amba!f.1dors of 
the tribes at war meet and agree upon the ceJfatio1'l' of hqflilities. No 
other condition:> are ever made. The propofals are reported by the am

baifadors to the different councils of their refpeCtive nations. All the 
chieftains now aifemble, fmoke the calumet of peace, prefent each other 

'.vith belts of wampum, and peace is definitively concluded. They do 

~lot give up the prifoners they have made, who remain where they are 
In a {b.te of {lavery. 

'Nhen the Indians are at war with the white people, in which 
generally [everal nations join, the negociations for peace are l.lfually 
opened by mefTengers, deputed by the latter, who are frequently mur
-dered by the former. This happened in the lafl: war with the Ameri

/;ans. General Wayne, at the beginning of the year. J 794, fent three 

officers 
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officers, attended by three interpreters, to different nations, which had 

taken a pofition in front of his army; the flx perf OIlS, \"ho carried 
the American flag, were all killed. After the battle, which took place 
in A uguft following, near Lake Erie, alld in which the Illdians were 
defeated, General W'ayne, infiead of putting the prifoners to the iword, 
ordered theni to be well treated, and fent feveral of them back with 

propotitions of peace. The Indians being difpirited by their defeat, as 
well as by the faintnefs of the ailifiance afforded them by the Engliili, 
who had excited them to the war, were glad to get their prifoners back, 
yielded to the general WiOl as well as nece{fity of living at peace, and 
confented that negociations iliould ce opened. Eleven nations had been 
at war with the Americans; ambaffadors for the cleven nations arrived; 
and the negociations lafied three months. 

As foon as the point has been agreed upon, that negociations for 
peace !hall be opened, the Indians confider peace as actually concluded, 
'and for this rea[on they bring the calumet of peace into the firfi affem

bly, which i~ always very numerous; it is prefented by one of the 
chieftains, and everyone prefent fmoaks it. To wipe the end of the 
pipe would be a great affront to an Indian, and might even lead to the 
rupture of the negociation. The fubfequent affemblies are lefs nu
merous. They aioe compofedof about three or four deputies of each 
nation, attended by interpreters; for all the nations fpeak differ
ent dialects. The fpeeches of the Indians are very long, and, at 
times, laft three hours. They are lificned to, as I have already ob
ferved, with the utmofi attention. Their remarks and anfwers are 

often extremely pertinent and acute. The orators frequently mark 
down with wampum the leading points of their fpeeches, in a man

ner fcarcely intelligible to anyone but themfelves. Bya fimilar arrange
ment of their wampum,. the young Indians, who atrifi at the principal 

deliberation, report to the. council.Df their nation not ouiy all the pro

pofals which have been rpade; but, in general, every thing that has 
been faid. 

The 



Tl:.\ ,-BLS rr: KORTIi AMERICA, 

The ner-cciatil):lS being brought to a c1ofe, the artick:s a;rccd upon 

are writte[~ on a long: p;cce of p~Hchment, comprifing every thing that 
relates to everv difterc'n~ nation concerned in the peace. Thefe parch
mellts are jjg-[;ed by all the chieftains of the nations, who, for t:ie moit 
part, uk as-their -lignature a misfhapen image of the animal, ",bid: 

:;,rn13 the diftinCtive mark of the tribe. One of tbefe pJrcbcnenL'. 
thus {janed remains in the hands of the white nation, and the other o , 

is delivered to one of the Indian nations concerned, which· is moit 
numerous, and from which the refr receive copie3 of the treaty in wam
pum. Every thing being terminated, prefents are ma.de, and the calu
met is fmoaked by way of conclufion. 

General \Vayne, from whom I learned thefe particulars, allows, that 

the Indians poffefs an excellent difpofition, with much 101.1113 under
:O:anding and judgment. In the battle, which decided the iffue of the 

war, they difplayed the mofr ob:O:inate valour, bordering all blood
thir:O:y ferocity. They even executed bold and tolerably fkilful ma
nreuvres, which, though they had undoubtedly been contrived and in
dicated to them by Engliih officers, neverthelefs did them infinite
credit. 

The Indians, giving a hofpitable reception to travellers, make them 

{moke the tomahlwk, as they ratify a peace by fmoking the calu
met with their former enemies. They generally fmoke a very pleafant 
tobacco, which is rendered :0:111 milder by a mixture of the bruifed 
leaves of fragrant plants, and efpecially of {umach. 

Let it, however, be remembered, that thefe general remarks on the 

manners of the Indians admit of many modifications in regard to fingle 
tribes and individuals. I have collected them here, rather with a view 

of gratifying, as far as I am able, the eager curiofity of my European 
friends, than with an intention of prefenting them with a complete de
lineation of Indian manners, fuch as could fatisfy myfelf. Yet I can 

at leafr offer this picture as faithful, if imperfeCt, though it be not 
·JrJwnfrom my (J\\:n immediate obfervation. 
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Buffalo Town is about four miles difiant from Lake Erie. The road, 
which leads thither, runs under the moil: beautiful beech trees and 
pines, and is for this reafon even worfe, than that by which we came 
this morning. All this country is full of ftagnant waters, :lIld large 
ftinking fwamps and moraffes; and yet we did not obferve any agues 
among the Indians, who feem lcfs liable to fuch difeafes than white 
people. 

At length we reached Lake Erie, that is to fay, a fmall fettlement 
of four or five houfes, ftanding about a quarter of a mile from the 
lake. A fmall creek feparated them from our road. This creek is fo 
muddy, that nobody ventures to ford it on horfeback. The faddles are, 
therefore, taken off: the horfemen pafs the creek, which is about 
twenty feet in breadth, in boats, and make the horfes fwim acrofs, 
though thefe find great difficulty in gaining the 0ppo[lte bank. 

We met, on our journey, fome troops of travelling Indians, and two 
or three caravans of white people; occurrences, which afford great 
pleafure. A fire, not yet extinguifhed, veil:iges of a camp or reil:ing
place, nay, a broken utenfil, which has ferved for the ufe of a travel
ler, excites, in thefe wilderneffes, the moil: pleafing fenfations. The 
idea, "lamnot alone in this vqfl folitude," cannot but be il:ill more im
portant tohim, who travels by himfelf ill thefe forens, than it was to 
us. And yet we enjoyed thefe emotions, in every part of our jour
ney, where the habitations lay at confiderable diil:ances afunder. The 
fmalleil: portion of cleared ground, or a little wood cut down, is be
held with the utmoil: joy, and its afpeB: infpires the beholder with frefh 
courage to proceed. 

We had hoped to find Mr. Guillemard at the inn, but learned from 
the Indian, who had conduCted him hither, that he had arrived here 
two hours ago, and had already proceeded onward all his journey; he 
found it too tedious to wait for us; and be fides, nothing could b~ had 
in the inn. He had very properly croffed over to the other fide; we 
intended to do the fame; but it was too late. We were, therefore, 
neceilitated to content ourfelves with a very poor fupper, and to lie 
down on the floor, wrapped \'lp in Ollr cloaks. Not tbe leaft furniture 

B b was 
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was to be feen in the houfe, nor was there any milk, rum, or candle.:;. 

vVith confiderable trouble we got fome milk from the neighbours; but 
they were not equally obliging, in regard to rum and catldles. _~t 
lenath we obtained there articles from the other fide of the river; our 

app~tite was keen; we fpent a plea{;mt evening, and £lept as well as in 

the woods. 
At Lake Erie (this 'is the name of this clufttr of houfes) every 

thing is much dearer, than in any other place, through which we have 
hitherto paffed, In our journey, from want of any direCt communica
tion with other countries, to facilitate the intercourfe of trade and com

merce. There is icarcely one houfe in this little hamlet, without a per
fon iudifpofed wit,h the ague. We found ourfelves here furrounded by 
Indians; fome of them had caught, with harpoons, feveral large fiur
geons on the border of the lake, which they offered us for two ihillings 
a piece. The banks are crowded, nay rendered noifome with places 
where the Indians dry the fi(h, which they catch in great numbers in 
Lake Erie. 

From the fmallnefs of the lakes we had feen in GenelTee, we were 
much difpofed to admire this lake. We were charmed with its vail ex
tent. Were it not for the oppofite bank, its afpeCt would refemble that 
of the fea; as no other land was to be feen, and the profpeCt of water 
was boundlefs. The banks of the lake are rather fiat, and uninhabited 
throughout this whole extent. Father CHARLEVOIX obferves in his 
travels, that Lake Erie received its name from a tribe of Hurons, wh() 
inhabited ,its banks, but were exterminated by the Iroquois, and the 

word erie in their language fignifies a cat. The immenfe number of 
wild cats, nrhich are f-culld on the banks of this lake, and the !kins of 
which are much vahled, have probably given rife to the name. 

At break of day tJr. de Blacons and my1elf proceeded to the place, 
wher~ we were to crofs the river, three miles difiant from the inn. 
Dupetitthouars had hired a boat to fail down the river, which iffues 
from Lake Erie, is about three quarters of a mile in breadth, and is called 

the Niagara. We here embarked, and confequclltly left the territory 
\:.f the United States. 

MINE-
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MINERALOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 

I £hall here fubjoin a few remarks on the mineralogy of the country~, 

which we have traverfed. lowe them to Mr. Guillemard, who on' 

this fubjeCt poffeffes more ample and correa information, than I can 

boa ft. 
In the vicinity of Philadelphia the rocks are all compofed of granite 

or gneifs. The moft common is a granite interfperfed with mica, and 
you frequently meet with large ftrata of mica or talc. The :firata of 
thefe rocks incline towards the horizon, forming an angle of about 

forty-five degrees. The layer ofearth, fpread over them, is generally 

a fort of fand of the fame quality as the rock. Under this bed of f..10d, 

a hard fort of clay is frequently met with. 
This large mafs of granite is interfeCted by veins of hornfione, cal

careous fparii, and other lime~:fiones, with very good marble. On the 
banks of the Schuylkill, and efpecially near Norrifiown, a vein of fine 
marble £hoots out of the furface ; it is conneCted with the rock of gra
nite, which, towards the north-wefi, borders upon the river. 

The direCtion of all thefe veins generally forms a right angle with 

that of the :firatum of granite, and they ufually drop in a line perpendi

cular to the horizon. 
In the whole neighbourhood, no petrifaaions are found of marine 

animals and plants, or of any thing fimilar; but in holes, dug ill the 
ground, as well as in brooks, a :fione is frequently met with of a loofe 

and granulated texture, which is eafily pulverifed, and bears a clore affi
nity to fluor. 

Further northwards, the foil, which before was much covered with 

mica, begins to be lefs fo, and the rocks contain lees granite. Near the 

creek Perkioming, a reddiih argillaceous flate is found, with which the 

couptry in general abounds, till you come within nln'~ miles of Read

ing. Here begin :firata of a :fione of a light grey, and lometimes of a 

blueiih colour, which breaks into large {quare pieces, dnd {etms to be a 

fpecies of fiu<>r. 
On the road to Reading, at a 1inall difiance from that pbce, are 
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found large maffes of a kind of pudding-frone, confifiing of fragments of 

aneifs and nate, imbedded in a dark grey bafaltes. 
o Near this fpot is found calcareous fpar, but in fmall quantities; and 
in the vicinity of Reading is much lime-fionc. 

\Ve were told, that pudding-frone, ill this country, is never found in 
firata; it is commonly of a dark red colour, which is rather dull. 

The country about Lancafrer, alfo, abound:; in lime-fione, but with. 

out any impreilion of marine animals. The adjacent firata confifi of a 

greyiih nate, and fink deep into the ground. 

On the banks of the Sufquehannah a frratum of fandy loa~l1 covers 

the perpendicular veins of gneifs and nate, which, at times, form confi

derable malfes. 
Near Middle Town the rocks are of a reddi1h colour, and contain 

much clay. On pailing the Peters' Mountains, you meet with much 
granite; yet nate predominates. The rocks, which form the bafes of 

the mountains, or the freep banks of the river, on the road from North. 

umberland to Afylum, exhibit but little variety in a mineralogical point 

of view. In fame places, the flate breaks readily into fmall plates, 

which are made ufe of to cover the roofs of houfes. No granite appears 

any more; and both in brooks and rivers fre~-frone is found, with im

preilions of rea animals and plants. ~arz difappears by degrees. The 
foil confifls of fand, except ill plains, meadows, and low grounds, which 

are covered with either rotten plants or vegetable earth. The ground, 

in general, is fo much covered with earth, that a traveller, who has no 

time to explore rocks and frone-quarries, will hardly be able to form a 

complete and difcriminative idea of the minerals of this country. 

Near Loyalfock fiones are to be found, which have the appearance of 
bafaltes. Some contain mica, but in a very fmall proportion. Above 

A~ylum the rocks are of an argillaceous compofition. The foil in the 
neIghbourhood is, for the mofi part, rich and fertile. The frrata incline 

with a lefs acute angle, and frequently run parallel to the horizon. The 

fione, when broken, appears of a tefraceous texture, and its arain re

fembles metallic particles, not yet perfeClly formed. F('ee-fto~e is fre

quent, and fo is bafalt. Broad level plains, expofed to inundation, form 

the 
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the greater part of the territory, \\'bich extends to\Vard~ the di.frriCl of 
Geneffee. At Painted Pofr, the water roie, in December, I 797, l1inc~ 

teen feet above the common l~vel for the tllmmer months. T he depth 
of the layers of earth, and the fwamps, greatly obfrruCl mineralogical 
refearches. 

The firfr frrata, ill which I found marine bodie:o in their native beds, arc 
in the vicinity of the fmalllakes, betvJeen Lake Seneca and Crooked Lake. 
Near Friendfmill alld Friendilanding, oyfrer-fhells, with remains of 
other tefraceous animals, are found in a foft argillaceous frone. Fart her 
wefr the argillaceous frones difappear, and are fucceeded by calcareous. 
The country grows more and more flat; but wherever the nature of the 
ground, or morafTes; did not' prevellt us from examining into the nature 
and form of thefirata, they ran nearly parallel to the horizon. They are, 
for the mofi part, of a calcareous compofition, and contain numerous 
remains and imprefiiotls of fea animals.' Of this defcription are mofi of 
the fiones in Big Plairl, on the Buffalo Creek, on the banks of Lake 
Erie, at: leafi at its' extremity, the only part which we traverfed, and 01). 

the fouthern bank of the river, as far as Niagara. 
As to the /pedes of TREES, that compofe the woods, through which 

we have pafTed fince our departure from Philadelphia, they are without 
number. I poffefs too little information on this fubjeCl to difcriminate and 
enumerate them all. Thofe which I difringuifhed were the red, or fcarlet 
flowering, the afh-Ieaved, the mountain, and the fugar mapie, the black, 
and the poplar-Ieav'ed birch~ the curled maple, which, however, in Penn:
fylvania and GenefTee, is but a middle fized fhrub, the button tree, the 
perfimdn tree, the {mall-leaved chefnut tree, an afh with deeply indented 
leaves, the white nut tree, the hickory, the bermudian cedar, the ben
jamin tree, the magnolia with indented leaves, the white fpruce and 
hemlock fir, the white and black oak, the white and black ail1, the black 
and filver poplar, the plum tree, the cherry tree, the tulip tree, the com
mon fumach and the vinegar plant, befide an immenfe number offhrubs, 
for the mofi part with beautiful, yet fcentlefs flowers, and a vafr variety 
offylvan plants. 

THE 
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The Hiftory if MR. JOHNSON, of Virginia, who, -in 1700, was t:ll~cn Pri ... 
joner by tIle Indjam, written on board the Pigeon, in Otlober, 1704. 

The foUowina' narrative contains the hifiory of Mr. Johnfon, an o 
American gentleman, a native of Virginia, and of his releafe in tho 

year 1790. 
Although this hillory does not abound with remarkable events, and 

fome of them are rather unimportant, yet it appears to me interefiing, 
inafmuch as it enlarges our knowledge of Indian manners from faCts,. 
which Mr. Johufon, a gentleman of veracity, of an unaffuming difpofi
tion, and of a calm, temperate imagination, related to me himfelf, and 
which I wrote dowu, in a manner, from his mouth. 

Mr. Johnfon, inhabitant and merchant of Richmond, in Virginia,. 
found himfelf under the neceffity of proceeding to Kentucky; there. to 
receive cert2.in rums of money, due to his father, . who was recently 
dead; and to examine fome witneffes before the fupreme court of the 
flate of Virginia. Ha-;ing mad.I'!.Jhe fame tour the preceding year, he 
fet out accordingly from Richmond, in the begi~Iling of the month of 
March, I 790, and proceeded with his friend, Mr. MAY, a great land,. 
holder in Kentucky, and an inhabitant ~f Petedburg, to Kecklar's. 
Station, in Virginia, on the banks of the Great' Kanhaway. They 

found there James Skuyl, a merchant, of Great Brayer-court-houfe, in 
Virginia, who was carrying a large quantity of merchandize to; Ken
tucky. They jointly purchafed one of the veffels, which, as they are 
intended merely to defcend the Ohio, and are not built to remount it,. 
have no more durability than is required for that purpofe, and are, con
fe~uently, fold at a cheap rate. They are large flat bottomedveffels, 
WIthout any deck; and are fold in Limea'one for the value of their 
timber. That bought by Mr. Johofon ~uid' h'i's. fe.1lo.w travellers coil: 
thirty dolbrs. 

I flate the!e particulars, though they 'may appear trifling, as they will 

not, 
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ilot, perhaps, be found altogether ullufeful; the emigration to Ken
tucky being at this time e){tremely frequetlt; and the way of proceeding 
thither by water being the mofi: expeditious, the ]eafi: expellfive, and 
the, mofr gen'erally chofen of any. 

Having embarked on board this velTe], with their merchandize and 
frores, they defcended the river; wmking the veffel themfelves. During 
the whDle' palfage of two hundred and ninety-five miles thence to 
Limefrone; nothing is required but to -keep the veffe1 in the middle of 
the fi:ream, which is [ufficiently rapid to carry her down, without the 
leaft ailiftance from rowing. At the confluence of the Kanhaway with 
the Obio, at Point Pl'eafant, they found three other travellers, who 
werew~itingfor an opportunity foproceedon the famejourney; namely, 
\VILLIAM PHLYN, of Point Pleaf~lllt, ,a petty tradefman, who was 
in the' habit of travell~ng to Kentucky; and DOLLY and PEGGY FLEM
ING, likewife of Point Pleafant, who intended to pro~eed to Kentucky, 
under the protection' of Fillyn, a relation: of their's, and to fettle in that 
place. Tbey were ali of them fully aware, that the navigation of the 
Ohio is not exempt from danger; but they alfo knew, that infi:ances of 
the Indians attacking a vdfel in the midfi: of the fiream are very rare, 
:md,-that: an attack 'on a' veifel, with fix perfons on board, was altogether 
unprecedented. They, therefore, made themfelves perfectly eafy. 
Having ieft Point Pleaf.1nt on Friday, the 20th of March, early in the 
morning, they'proce~ded, during a .paifage of twenty-two hours, with 
all the care, which the weather, . When favourable, admits of in thefe 
forts of veifels. They had failed one hundred and fix miles; it was 
five o'clock in the morning; they were near the confluence of the 
Sciota, alld had a fair profpectof reaching Limeltone the next morning, 
by 'day- break. 'Paffing' on with til is ex.peCtation, they heard dreadful 

thrieks, proceeding from two men, who fpoke Englifh, and told them, ill 
the moil: affeCting tone of grief, that they had been taken prifoners by 
the Indians, and had made their efear, but feared to fall again into their 
hands,,· 1'hey had not eaten any tDll,g for thefe four days paft, and 
~Iltreated', if they could not be taken on board, to be at leail fu pplicd 

',vith 
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with fome proviiion, and thus faved from the unavoidable danger ot 
perifhing through hunger. The fidl and immediate fentiment of all the 
paiTcngcr5 impelled them to fuccour thefe unf~rtunate perfons. But a 
little coniideration excited {hong apprehenfions 111 fome of them, leO: the 
affifiance, which they might afford thefe perfons, fuould throw them
fehes into the hands of the Indians. Mr. Joh,nfon, as well as Mr. May, 
entertained this fear, 'which, o~ the other h~nd,was combated as ground
Ids by the other two men; and the two women, yielding to compaffion 
(a feeling more prenlcnt in their fex than our's) declared it an act of 
barbarous cruelty, on the part of the above two gentlemen, to oppofe the 
:[l\-ing the lives of the above two perfons, in danger of inO:ant death. 
Johnion and May, though ftill impreffed with the fame apprehenfions, 
felt extremely uneafy, when they confidered, that in confequence of their 
prudence, the unfortunate men might, perhaps, periili. They would not 
appear lefs humane than the reft, who iliared the fame danger, and ac
cordingly defended their opinion with lefs firmnefs, tha,n when they firft . . 

propofed it. The two unfortunate men followed the veffel along the 
1ho{e, as fhe was carried onwards by the current. Their mournful la
mentations, their fcreams, and expreffions of agonizing angu,ifh a~d 
defpair frill increafing, \Villiam Phlyn, who derived fome kind of a-utqo~, 
rity from his being accufromed to this pailage, ~nd in th~ ~~bit of fre-, 
qucnting Kentucky, propofed that he would go alone,_ and-ql.rry breaq to: 
the unfortunate fufferers, if his companiqns would l:;tIld.him on fuore. 
He contended, that he fuould difcern the; Indians from afar, -if they,m\l.de 
their appearance; that, in this cafe, the vetTel might eafily rvgainthe 
middle of the ftream; and that he would make the joprney to Lim~~ 
frone on foot, without falling into the hands of the, In9ians. I~ wo~ld 
~a\"e been extremely hard to oppofe this propofal, which was feconded ? thc two :women, and by James Sku)'l. Mr. J.ohnfon ~nd Mr. May,. 
t lc:efore: YIelded, rather out of wcaknefs, than from ani)'" hearty appro-. 
batlOn of the meafure. They freered towards the iliore, where the t\\iO 
fuffeJ;e~s :verc d.ragging themfelves along, as if tormented by the ,Ilf0fr. 
excruClatmg pams. \Vhy is it,th'lt humanity and candour mufr :!O frc-

• • "1 

quently 
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quently fall victims to artifice and fraud? The apprchenfion of the two 
gentlemen were but too well founded. The two men were two traitors, 
fuborned by the Indians to decoy the vdfcl to the fhore. The Indians fol· 
lowed them, at fome diftance, conftantly concealing themfeh·cs behind 
trees. The moment the veffcl reached the fhore, they burft forth, about 
twenty.five or thirty in number, raifed a dreadful howl, and fired on the 
paffengers. Two of them were killed by th,efirft firing, and the reft, in 
equal aftonifhment and terror, endeavoured to regain the middle of the 
frream. But being too ncar the !hore, and their activity and dexterity 
being feverely checked by the proximity of the impending danger, they 
made but little way. The two perfons killed were Mr. May and Dolly 
Fleming. The Indians continued to fire. James Skuyl was wounded, 
and two horfes, which were on board, were killed. All this increafed the 
terror of the three travellers, who were yet able to work, and impaired 
their exertions. The fury of the Indians increafed in proportion to their 
hope of fuecefs. Some threw themfclves into the river, and fwam to· 
wards the fuip; thofe who remained on fuore threatened to fire on the 
paffengers, if they ihould make the leaft refiftance, and kept their pieces 
conftantly levelled againfr them. The fwimmers brought the fhip ac
cordingly on fuore; and the unfortunate Americans ,,-ere obliged to land 
under the continued howl of the Indians, which, howeyer, were no 
longer the accents of rage, but fhouts of joy, on account of the feizure of 
their prey. The Indians offered them their hands, wkch they ihook 
with more or lefs fatisfaction, in proportion to the greater or Ids degree 
of fear they felt, which we may cailly conceive not to have been :final!. 

This reception, however, in fome meafure allayed their apprehenfion. 
While forne of the Indians were thus faluting the prifoners, and led them 
away from the fuore, the rcft were bUlled in landing all the merchandize 
and frores. Some cut wood, and made a fire. Thefe arrangements were 
{oon made. The articles found in the ihip "yere carried to the fire, as 

well as the two unfortunate perfons who had been lhot. The latter were 
completely frripped of their clothes, fcalped on the fpot, and their corp(e~, 
thrown into the ri..-cr. Mr. May ,,"as an intimr:.te friend of Mr. John-

C c fon: 
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fon; and the latter is yet at a Ids far adequa.te terms t~ exprefs tIle hor
ror he felt at this dreadful fight, which far {orne time overpowered 
all his apprehenfian concerning his o'wn fafety. The {calps were dried 

lw the fire, to increafe the trophies of the tribe . 
. While the male pri{aners were fl:ripped of what articles they had about 

them, with more or Ids rigour, according to the whims of tho{e who 
took this taik upon them, or happened to be the nearefl:, the clothes of 
Pcs::gy FleminO' were not touched. Mr. Jahn{an's coat and waifl:coat were c. _ b 

already pulled oft: and half his {hirt, when an Indian, who hitherto had not 
concerned himfclf with his drefs, returned it to him, and {poke to him 
who was pulling off the ihirt, in a tone not only implying cenfurc, but 
alfo a right to offer it. The fame Indian gave him a blanket, by way of 
indemnification for the lofs of his coat and waiilcoat. His fhoes were 
taken from him, and infread of them they gave him mockipolls, or Indian 
ihoes, made af dcer-frins. His breeches and ftockings were yet left 
him; all the clothes were added to the refl: of the booty. The Indians 
were now near feyenty in number, among 'whom were about a dozen 
women. Their leader affembled them around the fire, and, holding the 
tomahawk in his hand, addreffed them in a {peech, which lailed about 
an hour, and which he delivered with great eafe and fluency of expre{~ 
iion, with gefl:ures, and in a tone of enthufiafm, looking frequently up to 
heaven, or cafting down his eyes on the ground, and pointing now to the 
prifoners, now to the river. Almofi at every phrafe the Indians, who 
liftened to him with the utmofl: attention, expreffed their approbation 
and applaufe with accents of deep, mournful exclamation. The booty 
was divided among the different tribes, which ihared in this enterprize. 
The tribe of the Shawanefe, being the moft numerous, and that to which 
the leader belonged, received three pri{oners; and William Phlyn fell to 
the ihare of the other tribe, the Cherokees. Every prifoner was given to 
the ch~rg,e of an Indian, who was anfwerable for his perfon. Although 
thus dlftnbuted, the prifoners remained together, and negleCted not to 
improve the liberty allowed them, converfing with each other without 
conftraint. 

The 
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The two men, who by their lamentations had decoyed them on 1h:)r~. 
now rejoined the Indians. Their wretched ,-itrims poured filrth agJillJt 
them feyere reproaches, though they were fomewhat :l()(tcned by the f(,ar 
of being overheard by the Indians. They pleaded nee-crEty, and that 
they had been ordered on pain of death, to act as the;· did. By their 
accounts, they were inhabitants of Kentucky, furprized by the Indj,llb, 
fix months before, in their mvn habitations; and had already, fen:ral 
times, been employed in fimilar treachery. The ftores found on board 
the vefiel fen'ed the Indians for their meals, in \vhich they generoufly 
allowed the prifoners to partake. :\ight coming on, everyone lay down 
to reft under the trees. The prifoners were furrounded by the tribes to 
which they refpectively b.elonged, and fingly guarded by the Indian, who 
had the charge of them. Peggy Fleming, who was never left by her 
guards, was, this night in particular, furrounded by women. Mr. 10hn
fon was tied by the elbows; and the ends of the ropes \\ue faftened to 
trees, which ftood- far afunder, fo that it was altogether impoffible for 
him to lie down. Yet this was not deemed fufficient. Another rope. 
faftened to a tree, was tied around his neck, and from it a rattle was fuf
pended, which, if he had made the leaft motion, would hayc awakened 
the whole troop. The reft were treated nearly in the fame manner. The 
two white fpies enjoyed the moft perfect liberty. Some Indians were 
frdtioned, at certain diftances, around the party, to obferye what was paf
fing in the furrounding country. 

Early in the morning the prifoners were unbound, and fuffered to enjoy 
the fame liberty as on the preceding day. About ten o' clock the Indians, 
who were pofted along the banks of the Ohio, reported, that a ycfiel wa" 
dropping down the river. The prifoners were ordered to join the other 
two, who yefrerday beguiled their prey, and to exert their utmoft efforts to 
decoy the paffengers in the fhip on fhore. It is eafy to conceive, that the 
Borror which they felt, on receiving thefe orders, was ftrongly combated 
by the fear of inftant death, with which they were threatened, in cafe of 
difobcdience and refufal. They were, therefore, under the neceffityof 
joining the other two white men" Mr. 10hnfon, however, though com":' 

C C ZpcIlcd 
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pelled, for the prcfcrvation of his own l~fe, t~ p~etend to do li.ke the 
others, firmly determined not to make lum(eIt gmlty of occafionmg the 
llavery, or probable death of the unfortunate pailengers. on board, by any 
voluntary atl:ion on his part; and, con(equently, neither to make the 
{mallefr gefrure, nor to {peak a word. And well might he {pare him{elf 

this trouble. His companions exerted themfelves to the utmoft, to excite 

the compaffion of the paifengers on board, who, without the leaft hefita

tion, frood in towards the ihore, to fuccour and refcue from flavery, thofe 
whom they thought unfortunate captives. Scarcely had they approached 
within a (mall difrance of the fhore, when the Indians, who, as on the 

preceding day, had frolen along behind the bufhes, haftened up, fired, and 
{hot the fix perrons on board. Shouts of victory {ucceeded to the howls 

of barbarous rage. The veifel was hauled on fuore; and two of the ill

fated paifengers, who were not yet dead, were immediately difpatched 
with the tomahawk. The fix {calps were torn off and dried, and the 

booty was divided, but with fewer formalities than on the preceding day. 
Soon after the {couts made fignals, that three other veffels were in fight. 
The {arne frratagem was employed, but, for this time, in vain. The 

families on board, which were proceeding to Kentucky, did not appear 

to make any attempt to deviate from their courfe, but, on the contrary, 
pur(ued it with redoubled activity. The Indians fired at the veffels, but, 

from thc breadth of the Ohio, which, in this place, is almofr a mile, the 
balls took no effect. Y ct the paifcngers were panic-frruck. Of the 
three vdrels, which they occupied with their cattle, they deferted two, 
and joined all in one; believing, that they might thus proceed fafrer-, 

and more certainly make their efcape. The other two veffels they 
<,bandoned to the frream. This meafure infpired the Indians with a 

11()P: of feizi~g them, which they would never have attempted, if the 
pafiengers, '\\<"lthout leaving thefe two veffcls, had ftedfaftIy purfued their 

cc,urfc.. !~e Indians, who, in alI their enterprizes~ are rather animated 
by a tlll.rit for pl~llldcr than by rcalcourage~ never vent~1re upon an at
L~C~, \vlthbut b(~;ng convinced, that they are fuperior in frrength ; a con.' 

Ilct:on, whidl th,cy do not readily admit. Infpirited by their number, by 

th(" 
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the obviou3-panic of their enemies, and by the feparation of their means 
of defence, they refolved on purfuing them. Having on the preceding 
day captured two vdlels, th~y went on bo!rd, cmb,Lked their prifoners, 
and, with all poffible fpeed, purfued the lleeing fhip. The two ycficb, 
which had been abandoned to the {(rcam, foon fell into their hands; 
but, not fatisficd with their capture, they were bent upon taking the 
third, which they purfued with redoubled exertion, rai:fing dreadful 
howls, and difcharging all their pieces; but their fire proved as ineffectual 
as their other exertions. The fugitive vdfel having gained con:fiderably 
the fiart of them, approached a fpot, where the Indians feared to en
counter new enemies. They were, accordingly, obliged to relinquifh their 
de:fign, and to content themfclves with the ric~l booty, which had already 
fallen into their hands. It con:fiftcd of effe&, frores, and other valuable 
articles, belonging to the four families, which had jointly emigrated from 
Virginia, to fettle in Kentucky. They brought every thing on fhore; 
and, without difrributing the whole, fell eagerly on fome caiks ofwhiiky. 
They drank fa largely, that all of them were foon intoxicated. Six or 
feven, to whom was committed the charge of guarding the booty, and 
who had been ordered, at the beginning of thefe Bacchanalian R\el:', to 
drink with moderation, retained alone the ufe of their fenfes. All thc 
refl: lay buried in a profound fleep; and, among them, the leader of the 
party, and the guards of the prifoners. William Phlyn himfelf had 
drunk fo much whiiky, as to be in the fame :fituation with his mafrcr~. 
Mr. Johnfon's mind vIas too deeply affected by his dreadful fituation, to 
fhare in this difgufl:ing banquet. Totally abforbed in t(1e contemplation 
of the dangers and miferies that a'Yaitcd him. and caged? defirous d 

warding them off, if poffible, he conceived, that the profound fleep of 
all the Indians around him might afford the means of efcape, and commu
nicated his idea to James Schuyl, who was lying by his :fide. The yei: 

fels were fafrened to frakes along the fhore, at a imall difrancc from 
them; the {uccefs of their enterprize depended merely on t:leir Healing 

thither unobferved, throwing themfelves into the frit vdfe! they ihould 
find, the night being very dark, and abandon her tel th: iheam. Sl~(Cef., 

c, ppean'<.: 
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appeared as certain, if they could reach the ye{lels, as inftant death, 011 

tile other hand, if they were apprehended. James Skuyl the more rea
dih embraced this project, as, but half an hour before, he dcaped death 
in -a manner little fho;t of a miracle. An Indian ran up to him, in the 
tim fit of drunken madnefs, with the dreadful knife in his "hand, to fcalp 
him, and would certainly ha,e aecomplifhed his purpofe, but for the in
terference of two other Indians, Ids inebriated than be was, who checked 
his fury. The laft words of this conver{ation "\yer~ uttered in a yo ice fo 
yery low, that it "\YaS impoffible to conceiye they fhould have been under
:fiood by an Indian, who lay at a confiderable diftance, though he were 
eyen poifdfed of a knowledge of the Englifh tongue; yet he arofe, and" 
and tied them in the fame manner as the preceding night, without fhew~ 
ing, however, the leaH paffion, nay, without ipeaking a word. 

Thus the pleafing hopes of the two prifoners were bla:fied on a fudden, 
and converted into renewed defpair. Tied faft to trees, 1Cparated from 
eaeh other, cOllYinced, by experience, that they were clafdy watched, 
without the leaH intermiffion, eyen in moments when they might imagine 
themfelves to be totally unguarded; they could not but fuppofe them
felres doomed to a ftate of hopelefs mifery. The remembrance of all 
they had heard of the cruelty of the Indians towards their prifoners, op~ 
preifed their minds with conftant horror. They were aware, that they 
would be yielded up to the groifeft infults, and to lingering, cruel, and 
varied torments. They confidered the Indians, who were lying around 
them in a :fiate of fenfelefs, brutifh intoxication, as the inftruments of 
their tortures. It was with thefe painful ideas, that the two unfortunate 
prifoners paffed the remainder of the night. At break of day, the {ur
rounding troop awoke; they were untied; and this day, the third of their 
captivity, was fpent in continued rcyds, kept up with the whifky, which 
had b~en left the preceding day. The leader, probably from an opinion 
t~at ~IS expedition had already proved .fufficiently productive, proclaimed 
hIS WIll on the next following day, that it fuould be elofed; and the dif
ferent tribes, whieh had taken a {bare in it, ret out OIl their way home. 
Th.ey all inhabited the neighbourhood of the lakes Ontario and Erie. 

The 
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The 1eader of 'the moa numerous tribe was a Shawanefe; the reft were 
Lower Creeks, Wyandats, Mingoes, Othenwages, Dela\vares, Ottawas, 
Chcpawas, and Cherokees. 

Johnfon, Jacob Skuyl, and Peggy Fleming, as has already been ob
ferved, had fallen to the lot of the Shawanefe, torty of which tribe were 
prefent in this expedition. They l~ft the Ohio together; while William 
Phlyn departed with the Cherokees. On the firfr day's journey, John1on 
was ordered to lead a cow, which formed a part of the booty, found on 
board the two deferted vefi"Cls. Jacob Skuyl, being wounded, had no
thing to do, but follow the troop. Peggy Fleming, who was fur
rounded by men and women by turns, could go wherever fhe pleafed. 
They were all three at liberty to converfe as they chofe, without the In
dians having hitherto conceived the fmalleft diftruft. The nft booty, 
which had fallen to the ihare of this tribe, was, in part, tr:mfported on 
horfes, ten or twelve in number, found in the vefi"Cls, and in part carried 
by Indians, who, at times, loaded Mr. Johnfon with part of their 
burden. The firft day's journey was but five miles. The Shawanefe 
halted in a beautiful vale, where, under ihaggling trees, about forty 
horfcs were grazing, which, in the couric of the expedition, had been 
taken from the different travellers, and fent to this fpot. They had 
adopted this meafure, becaufe they were ~o return this way; and it, be
fides, fupplied the horfes with food in the utmoft abundance. The cow 
was killed the firfr day, roaited, and devoured. \Vhat had not been 
eaten, was left behind the next morning, when they fet out to renew 
their journey. The leader, with eight or ten Indians, had, by this time, 
left the troop, mounted the beft horfes, and rode off to reach their habi
tations, before the arrival of the reft. They took Peggy Fleming with 
them, who, for the prefervation of her life, did all ihe could to pleaic the 
leader, and the other Indians, on whom ihe depended. Her good and 
playful humour infured her fuccefs. She was carried off on one of the 
beft horfes, and the apprehenfions of her future fate ,yere loft in the plea
{ure of her journey. Her two companions in misfortune, unable to 
charm their mailers, as fhe did, continued their journey in the fame man-
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ncr. in which thC\ had begun it; except that they had nothing to carry, 
as the hades wcr~ more numerous: the cow too had been killed. The 
troop brcakfafred all fame -fitit meat they had found on board the veffels, 
alll: on the remains of the r1C,;_; of the preceding day, and then moved 
farther omLlrrl. About twelve o'clock they halted. The game killed 
by the huntfmen was drefied, and the time of their halting was fre
quently determined by the good or bad luck of the chace. They finoked 
their pipes before and after dinner, and then fet out again to purfue their 
lourney, until about an hour before night-fall. At this time they ftopped 
'to eat their evening meal, which was much like the dinner, ufually 
fmoked a pipe in profound flience, and then lay down to reft on hides. 
The prifoners were confiantly tied at night, and the journey was pur
fued in the fame unvaried rr.anner. During the march, fome Indians, 
generally the huntfmen, formed a kind of van-guard, and others brought 
up the rear, at fome difiance, to watch whether the troop were pur
fued; for both the mifirufi and the vigilance of the Indians are very 
great. The main body marched as they chofe, without the leaft order. 
If game was efpied, either by the main body or the rear-guard, they 
killed it. But the van-guard feemed in particular charged with this 
duty. No more game is killed, than what is required for the next meal; 
and the woods are filled with it to fuch a degree, as to preclude all appre
heniion in regard to future fubufience. The game killed is cut into large 
pieces, and put on fiakes driven into the ground. The cookery is per
formed by the women. The Indians, on lighting their fires, take pecu
liar care not to fet fire to the neighbouring trees. 

The prifoners, we may eauly conceive, profited by the liberty they 
rnjclycd of keeping confrantly together. Their melancholy converfation 
breathed defpair in confequence of their having miffed the laft favour
able o~portunity of efcape, rather than hope of meeting with another. 
Yet thIS hope, chimerical as it might appear, was not entirely abandoned. 
The chief of the troop had conceived fome miftruft from their being 
confrantly together; and his apprehenfion cncreafcd at the :fight of a 
knife, which Mr. Johnfon inadvertently drew out of his pocket, awl 

which 
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\,vhich he had carefully prcferved for the purpofc of cutting the ropes, 
with which he was tied at night, if any fayourlble opportunity ihould 
offer. On the prifoners bcin~ again fcarched, a few guineas were fJund 

in the pocket of James Sku)'l, which had been overlooked at th~ firfr 
icarch, and which h~ightened the mi11:ruH. The firft mems to whi~'h 
the Indians rdortcd for their fecurity were, to {hip both the unfortunate 
prifoners of their breeches, infiead of which they were fUfI1ifhcd with 
a fhort apron, tied round their hips, and reaching half way down their 
thighs, 'which cloathed them in the Indian fafhion. Their fhirts v,cc':'; 

exchanged for coarfcr ones. Yet all thefe precautions ~'ere not fufficient, 
to allay the fears of their keepers. On the next morning the Chief or
dered the troop to {cparate into two diyiiions; and James Skuyl to pro
ceed with one, while J ohn{on continued with the other; they were both 
to reach the fame place of clc11:ination by different roads. 

This new feparatio~ proved extremely painful to Mr. Johnfon ; the 
fellowfhip in misfortune had converted a four-days acquaintance into 
the moit intimate friendfhip. Skuyl was his fupport, his hope, the only 
being with ~\ hom he could afiociate; yet him he 1011:, left alone in nature's 
vait domain, and given up entirely to his grief and appreheniions, con
fiderably heightened by this lors. The feparation from a dearly be
loved wife, ]\1r. Johnfon {aid, could hardly affect: the heart with keener 
pangs, than he felt on being torn from this four-days friend. Yet how 
was he to oppofe the iron-hand of neceffity? A wife man, and this is 
his chief merit, refigns himieIf to calamities he cannot avert: thus di~ 
Mr. Johnfon. He {oon determined on concealing, as much as poffible, 
his painful fenfations, and, under the appearance of ferenity, to beguile 
the mifrmil of his mafrers. He was powerfully fupported in the execu
tion of this defign by an innate firmnefs, caImnefs, and chccrfulnefs of 
tcmper. Though the hideous image of impending death would often 
prcfs upon his mind, he found fome confolation in the thought, that 
not every prifoner is irrevocably doomed by the Indians to fuffer death ; 
hut, that, at times, they employ their captives to affifr them in hunting, or 
;:l!Opt them as members of their tribes. He has repeatedly aifured me, that 

D d even 
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c\'m in moments of the mof1: imminent danger, during his captivity his 

{pirits nner failed him for any length of time: A ray ofl~~pe ,:ould.con
f1:alltly re-animate his courage, though, wantmg probabIlIty, It qUIckly 

yanifhed; but, thou~h Ids miferable than many others would have been 
'--

in his fituation, he was conf1:antly wretched. 
The (amends of the remaining journey was not chequered by any 

remarkable events. The marches\vere longer or ihorter in proportion 

t,) the game they killed, to the duration of their fleep at noon, and to the 

delight they fcund in {moaking their pipes. But their length efpecially 

depended on the will of the chief, and the advice of the cor~jurors. 

Their dreams frequently alter the direction of their journies. They fell 

in w:th feveral wandering troops of Indians, which eau[ed a longer or 

{horter dday, according to the hour at which they met. At times the 

two troops "'ould dine together; but they never parted without hav

ing informed each other of their exploits, and exhibited their prifoners 
"'\\'i:h pride and oitentation. At night Mr. Johnfon was always tied 

locfer or tighter according to the whim of the Indian, \vho undertook 

this charge, "ithout always belonging to his guards, being fometimes dc-
putcd by one of them, "ho had perhaps fome bufinefs in front or rear of 
the troop; and in this cafe the deputy would often endeayour to juf1:ify the 

confidence placed in him, by tying his prifoner ['.s clofely as he could. One 
ni::l1t he ,\as tied fo ti:::-htly, that the ropes cut deep into his arms, and 

were conrtd by the [welling they occafioned. Yet he dared not to com

plain, for the \\ hole party being intercf1:ed in the prefervation of pr~[oners. 
'l \ try mcafure tending to that purpore could not but obtain uniYerh'11 

approbation. At another time he was beaten by the chief for no other 
rcafon than the ill humour of this brute, yet he dared not to murmur. 

Once he \yas fc\-erely beaten by an Indian from a mere brutifh defire of 

ufing him thus; but this time his patience forfook him. He returned 
the blows with the approbation of the whole troop. They faid he had 

proved himfdf a m~n; none but women fubmitted to {uch treatment 

without o?poiiti.on. From that time he obferved, or fancied, that they 

treated hIm wlth more refpeCl:. In the meam..-hile the real com-

mander 
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munder or chief of the troop rejoined them, after two days [cpar.lti'l!1. 
Having altered his idea of reaching home iooner than the rcit, , he refolved 
on fcouring the woods with his Indians, and it \\,1S by mere accident he 

fell in \\ itll-the troop from 'shieh he had feparated. PCF~Y Flemming 
\\;\S \\ ith them, apparently much habituated to their m:litcrs, as ihe pre
ferred their protedion to th~ company of ;11r. Johnfon. A fey! days after 
the troop m:::t a negro laden with whii1~y. He was the {lave of an In
dian, ,,-h,o W<lJ hunting in the Y.oods, and h:ld commiffioncd him to fell 
tllis liquor. V/it:.in a [hort time the negro fold his whole ft:ock, and 
followed the troop, vvaiting for his, maft:er. The Indians halted [oon after 
to drif?k their \\ hiiky with more cafe, and to prepare for their entrance 
into Sanduiky, "hich was dift:ant but a few UJ):; journey. Their prepa
rations. confiJi:ed in theco~plete procefs of an Indian toilette, that is to 
fay, they touched up and rcfrdhed the colours with which the Indians 
are accuft:omed to paint both the face and body. Everyone is at liberty 
to paint ~imfelf after his own t~mcy, except that they ail wear one ccr
tCiin mark either on their breatt or arms. A black paint, prepared of 
charcoal, and a red, compofed of minium and cinnabar, are mofr fre

quently ufed. The "hole body and face are plafrered with thefe paints. 
They fuffer their hair to grow only about the fcalp; and cut ofr the rdt, 
clofe to the head, either in irregular lines, proceeding from the eyes and 
the root of the nofe, and branching out from this central point in nri

ous forms, or parallel lines extenuing ncar each other in tIl<.: fame direc

tion. At times it is a fort of hair-drcfs, on which apparent]:, no care is 
beft:owed. But the faa i;, that they attend to this i()rt of ornament 

\vith a peculiar care, and pais whole hom:; Ld~Jr(,~ their look;:\_:-~lai;, 

which they carry confiantly about them to complete their dreffill,'!. 'I'll> 

tLc), value as highly as the handh)mefi: Eur'TCclll coquette '~an do; and 
,;rc as much pleafed, when it is finiihed to their iatisfac'Lun, a~ jhc 

may be. On fuch days they pluck off the hair from the (':,c-bro\\s and 
beard, with morc care, than they uiually beitow on this (lpc;ation. As to 

the common m~rk or ugn, which they \\car painted on their bn.:'c!i:: or 
~nn~, it is, gencra~l)' the image of fome an: mal. That l )To the trik of the 

D d ::l Sh:m-,!l1<"k 
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Shawanefc was a wolf. The women wear it in common \\ith the men; 

but they paint only the cheek-bones, for the mofr raft, red. They fur
pend fmall filYer or iron rings from the whole cartilaginous part of the 

ear. The men wear them in the nofe. Either fex generally "vears a 
iih-er collar, from which a crofs is fulpendcd. A :fhort :/birt, reaching 
do\m to the apron, \\'hich is tied round the hips, i.s the common dref~ of 

1I;)th j-;":,~es; in cold weather they throw a :/bort mantle round the ihoul
dcr.-;, Such, at leafi, are the drefs and fineries of the Shu\vane[e. Nearly 

all the tribes Yary in this refpect, as well as in many others. After the 
company were thus arrayed, they proceeded on their journey. Th,e ne
gro fpoke Eng1ifh; and, as the Indians entertained no mifrrufi againfr 
him, he had it in his power, to impart to Mr. Johnfon fome lnterciling 

information, which, though not calculated to infpire the prifoners with 
hope, yet proved to him extremely valuable and important. The troop 

wa" foon joined by the mafier of the negro, and :/bortly after by two 
other Indial'ls, who took Mr, Johnfon by the hand, and conduCted him to 
the chief, ,,;hom they fee,med to addrefs in a fuppliant manner, and with 
an air of fubnl1ffion. At the clofe of an hour's converfation, the fubjeCt of 
which was the prifoner, and after the petitioners had delivered two gal
lons of whiiky, momy quaffed by the chief, Mr. Johnfon was fu,'lTn
dered to them and carried off. All his ideas were abforbed by the prof
peel: of certain defiruction, whlch imprdTed his mind; C\-cry ray of hope 
Ydn::bed for a moment; eyery perception was lofi; he dared not to afk 

the negro, who, in conjunction with his mafier, had joined the two In
dians; ignorant as he was, whether he might not be conpccted "with 
t}1cn; whether the compaffion, he feemed to :/hew, were not an artifice 
[i' betray him; whether he were not, perhaps, his mofr cruel enemy, hi: 
nCCl.cioner! For fome time he moved on in iilence, and fccret defpair ; 
but, being no longer able tu fupport the torturing idea of the uncertainty 
of his fdtc, he, at lafr, with great timidity, had recourfe to the negro, and 
learned from him, that one of the two Indians, to whom he nmv be
longed, haying fame time ago killed an I~dian of the tribe of the Min

goe~, he wa~ bound by the laws of the tribe, to fllrnifh a perfon infread of 

the 
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the Indian i1ain, or, in default ?f this, to be hin,jt.lf {[,F( nc1cred 121' to 

the vengeance of his family; that, being too poor to blly a rril())1Cr, he 
had prevailed upon the Shawande by hi" entreaties, and PC1;1;ldcd the 
chief: b\, mcam of the whdt,;v, to make him a ord~,'ilt of ./(:lmf(,n, i() 

• ' .l 

that he now pertained to the tribe of the .:'vTing'JC', but t!l:!~ prCl i),)lliiy to 

1.1is being deli vcred up to them he would pars a few days at his mailer' 5, 
'who was a neighbour of the two Indians. The profpect of iLtH'ry was 
pleafing to Mr. 10hn(on; he was happy (,;(11 at this price to prefen"e his 
life, the lofs of which had been cOl:ihmtl:" before his l'ye~. He deemed 
himfelf more fortunate, as he entertained a hope, that hy fome means or 
other he mi~ht be ahle to fhortcn the period of his carti ,·ity. He jour
neyed on about four days with his new matters, and liycd with them in 
the fame manner as with the former, except that he was not tied at 
night. His old maf1:ers had given him back his clothes, and, on com

paring his prefent fituation with his former, and c1pecially with that 
which he expected in anxious fufpenie, he felt happy. But thi, happinei~ 
was not of long duration. His unlucky fiars would have it 10, that after 
four days marching he again fell in with the Shawanef<... The chi~( 
\vho had now become fober, was no longer fa generous as beforc, and rc·· 
l!retted his former (~cncf(Jflt\. He demanded :Mr. Johnfon iTom the t\\"o 
u ~'. 

Indian.~) but ,nt:" refufed. The two Indiam referred to the tefiimony of 
the negro and his matter, wlJich was in their f~n-our ; but, the Sh~wanel,: 
being the f1:ronger party, they proceeded from demands to menaces, and 
from menaces to ath of violence; the t\';O Indiam. dd1:itute of all mc:m, 
of defence, were railly conquered; and Mr. Johni()I1, torn from the Sha

wanefe, was replunged into his former anxiety ami mitery. His 1itlla
tion appeared to him the morc t1cll)cr,ltc, <lc: a French merchant (it ("l

nada, who, being informed by the Indiam, tL,lt the Shawanefe had a 
white prifoner with them, came to redeem him, but kid met \ .. ith a r('

fufal from the chd~ whl) told him, that he meant to lead him with the 
other booty in triumph through his tm,m. The merchant promifed :\lr. 

10hnfon, to renew his application the next morning, but the latter had 

renounced all hope. The merchant actually came the next mornill~, 
. (", . 1"1 
~I _ \.. C tl ll11 ~ 
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according to hi~i promifc, at the time of the ani ';al of the . prijon~r, .and 
made fC\Tral tril1ing bargains with thc Indians; but all his apphcatlOl1S 
coneernil1'r J ohnfon were in vain. The untortunate young man, there
fore, had I~O hope left, but w hat the pro(pea oC occurrences, incidental 
to a journey of one hundred and fifty miles, the aaual diilance of hi:; 

plae~ of dci1:ination, could aiford. An event, with which his mo{t (an
gllinc hopes could not ha,"c Hattcred him, (oon took phce. The Shaw<1-
ndc, proceeding on their journey, met an Indian with a borfe loaded 
with \\ :lil"ky; part of the booty was quickly exc!nnged for fame bar
rels. The next morning the remainder of the booty went the [,me 

,Yay, and on the following day they paid the Indian for what '''hilky he 
had left in horfes, \\hieh they had brought with them from the banks 
of the Ohio. The Shawanefe paired fix days in a {tate of continual in
toxication, and continued drinking until they had nothing left to drink. 

Afhamed to return to their tribe without any trophies, but one tingle pri
{oner, they determined on another expedition, in which Mr. J ohn10n was 
to co-operate. Yet, on mature deliberation, they found it {till more advife

able, to fell the prifoner, in order to be able, to drink whiiky, and drink it 

br~cl:, previou11y to() their taking the field again. The expreilion of vehe
mence and hwagenefs in their faces, which was heightened by the fume::; 

of whifky, not yet altogether evaporated, greatly cncreafed Mr. John
fon's uneafinefs during thefe debates. It was in Yain his woe-\\"orn mind 
endeavoured to find out their objea, \vhen the following morning he 
was called to the t\\'O chiefs, who ordered him to mount a horfe, and 
puJh on with them as fa{t as he could. He now imagined, that his laft 
hom was come, but this time his fear was not of long duration. The 
place \\"hithcr he was conduded was not above fi ,"e miles di{tant; it was 
the habitation of :Mr. DUCHOQUET, the merchant whom he had already 
1eell. After fome glafics of whiiky had been drunk, the bargain was 
100n {truck; fix hundred {mall fllYer ihirt buckles, fueh as the commun 
!c<ple \"~'~lr, confl:ituted the ranfom, amounting to twenty-fiye Louis d'or. 
~lr. ',!(,)m!(,n's happincfs may be cafily conceived, but he did not yet feel 

it III lts whole extent; which is generally the cafe in [udden tranfitions 

from 
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from extreme wretchedncf~ to a ftate of felicity and peace. This rapid 

and complete ddin:ry from death and bondage appeared to him lite a 
dream, in ':ihic~l he d:lJ'ed not to indulge. Mr. Duchoquet endeavoured 
to com i,lce him of the reality of his happy fituation, and he began to 
believe in it, when the next morning the two Indians, "vho had con
ducted him thither, again made their apl;ear~ll1ce, Mr. Duchoquet was 
llimfdf of opinion, that they came to rcfcind the agreement, and con
firmed his new guefl: ill the determination he had formed, to icll his life 
dear, when one of the Indians came up to him unarmed, and bid fmil
ing, that on the preceding day he had forgotten fomething, which be
longed to him, which moi1: certainly he muft have mi:i1cd, and which 
they came to return to him. It .vas a code of la\vs for Virginia, which his 

mailers had left him during his journey. Mr. Johnfon was lefs fcnfible 
of the delicacy of this conduct, which eyen among refined Europeans 
would have been confidered as a proof of great attention, than happy on 
account of the perfect fecurity, which this behaviour of his former maf
ters guaranteed to him, and which continued undifturbed by any further 

accident. 
N'"ot being able to reach the fettlcd parts of America without a guide, 

he was neceffitated to wait the feafon, when Mr. Duchoquet ufually 
went to Canada. Until that period he continued with him in his habi
tation, and afliited him in his trade with the Indians. This afForded him 
a!l opportunity of getting acquainted with feveral tribes, whoic manners 
and cuftoms diftered bl it little from thofe of the Shawanefe. Unac

quainted v, ith their language, he could not himfclf collect much informa
tion concernin:[ them; and bcfides, he was too much occupied by his 
eager defire of i·,~ing r{~{((lred to his family and friends, to ftudy the man

ners and habits of [aY;igc,;, whom he was anxious to quit. He learned', 

ho-wc\'er, from his hoil, that all the tribes in that nei:.thbourhood believe 
L' 

in a Supreme Hem;, and in the duration of the exifl:cmce of the foul 
after the clofe of this mortal life. They hold, that the punifhmcnt of 
thofe, who have rendered themfc1vcs guilty of wicked deeds, and \',i:11 

them none are wicked deeds but inactivity and cowardice in hunting and 

warfare, and perfidy to their friends, confiits, in their being rcmoyed after 
death 
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Jl:a: L into unhealthy woods, where ,:h.':~· is tl:) ot::'~r g::c;~;c but (~all hird:,; 
while they, \\'J]:) han: c()mbr~tly obi;.:ryc.:d an IJ;)::,J:, .},,::!ant conduct, are 
tranfplan~cJ int) li:rci1:<, abollndin~ with the largeft g,L:',"?, ot which the 
numbers rlc\-cr diminifh. He Lthcr \-va, in:;)li11d by his ho11, that In
dian women, called in their language i~Llav.s, arc kept by thc;r llll[band: 
in a l;lrt of ih,'cry', frequently beaten, and in caie of adultery c;(teu 

111; i mcd by them-a puniihmcnt which they are much inclined to in
Bid:. Girls, or unmarried women, on the c<pt;'ary enjoy fuii liberty, to 
gratit), their cldin:s as they pleafc; and fo far from their fi.)rfeiting by 
this (yratification the eHeem of the men, a woman is held in little dE-

b 

mation by the Indians, who, previous to her marriage, has not been en-
gat:cd in fome amorous intrigue: " for," f.:1.y they, " difdained as fhe has 
been by all men, the is um'.-,)rthy of love." According to his obferva
tion, the Shawanefc are lazy, imprudent, melancholy, lilent, and \vith
out thought for the coming day. As to the general charaaer of the In
dians, he knew, that, whatever aas of cruelty they may exercife againft 
their prifoners, in particular againi1: {uch, as they take in time of war, 
they are in their friendfhip true and faithful to a degree, which has long 
become obfolete among civilized nations. 

At the beginning of June 1\1r. Duchoquet fet out with his gueft on 
ll!s .~~ll:'ney to Canada. Lake Erie was but fifty miles dii1:ant. They 
':l1'\.'~,rhJ there for Detroit, where Mr. Duchoquet relides. But, before 
they reached Lake Erie, they had to pafs the fmalliake Sanduiky. A 
. :l:ent gufi: of wind drove them to a {mall ifland in the middle of this 
lake, :llhabitd by two Indian tribes. Mr. Johnfon was there invited 
\. ;th Ls f:-imd to a grand feaft, (riven by a familv in celebration of the 

b • .I 

lTlUVU",) ,.·f an Indian lady. The feaft coniifted of a grand meal, pre-
eed~d by a ~:reat deal of dancing around a large fire. Almoi1: all the in
habltaat~, uf the ifland \\ere invited. A fmall painted i1:ick ~fupplics 
~m;oll1:- the Indians the ufe of our cards of invitation: and thefe dances, 
tIlt !(: L.m<.p .c'.:s, and Lrt:e fires, are religious rites, deemed by the Indians 
(.,-::-remtly. efficacious in curin~ their fick; in all probability they lefs ob
itrLld' then recoH:ry .,t lc~:it, than the prefcriptiom of many phylicians 
!ll'.~ht duo 

Mr. 
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Mr. Johnfon reached Detroit on the 13th of June; and there fepa: 
-rated from Mr. Duchoquet. The Englifh governor ordered him to be 
conveyed acrois Lake Erie in a king's yacht. Thence he went in an
other veifel to -the celebrated cataract of Niagara, to conceive an ade
{)uate idea of which, is beyond the powers of human fancy. From thii 
frupendous water-fall he proceeded in a boat along the banks of Lake 
Ontario, and thence' on the river O[wego t~ Albany, New York, and 
Virginia, where, h~ning been afflicted fix weeks by fate, favages, and 
mufquitoes, he rejoined his family, whom he had utterly defpaired of 
ever feeing again ; happy, that [0 many fufferings terminated in this for
tunate, but unexpeCted eYcnt. 

The Hb10l)' q(P£GGY FLEMl\IIXG. 

Peggy Flemming continued with the Shawanefe, when Mr. Johnfon 
was, by their chief,' delivered up to the two Indians of the tribe of the 
Mingoes. But he did not find her again, when he was furrendered back 
to his forIner mafrers. Two or three of them had carried her off; and 
after a journey of a few days, given her to three Cherokees, whom they 
met in the woods, and who carried her to Sandui};:y, v,here Duchoquet 
and John[on raw her, without being able to obtain from her one fingle 
word; undoubtedly in confequence of a prohibition of her prefent maf
ters, who ufed her more rudely than the former had done. Some days 
after, thefe Indians brought her into the neighbourhood of the lake San
duiky, where they pitched their tents, and being much plcafed "ith the 
[urrounding country, determined to pafs fome days in their camp. Mr. 
11.-\.c-bTOSII, partner of Mr. Duchoquet, proceeded thither, (Ill the firfr 
intelligence that a white woman ,vas in the hands of the Indians, with a 

vi~w to redeem her, A young Virginian, who, fome years before, had 

been taken prifoner by the W yandots, and by them adopted as a member 
of their tribe, accompanied him thither. He happened to know the 

whole family of PC,:2:1!:Y Flemming, and to be perfonally acquainted 'with 
her. Being much liked and refpected by the chief of the tribe, he [0-

licited of him the favour, to procure him this captiye from the Indians, 

E e aifcrti n!!. 



210 TRA,'EU IN NORTH AMERICA, 

afferting, that fue was his fifter .. The ~ged chief, in compliance with h~s 
requeft, paid the three Cherokees a y~:GtJ a~d afte~ the ufual ~ompl~
ments expreffcd his willi, that they lTIlght either give or fell him this 
young woman, in whom he profeifed to take the moft lively intereft. 
The Indians gave him a denial in terms, which grew peremptory in pro
portion as his entreaties became more carnett. They threatened, that 
they would rather kill both him and her, than give her up. The old 
chief, being the weaker party, was obliged to yield. But the next morn
ing he came before break of day, attended by twenty Indians of his tribe. 
Peggy Flemming was tied to a tree, around which the three Cherokees 
were lying in a profound fleep. The W yandots feized her; the old 
chief cut himfelf the ropes, with which flle was tied, and as foon as he 
got her into his power, gave the three Cherokees fome hundred fmall 
:GIver buckles, with which they were obliged to content themfelves. 
Peggy Flemming was delivered up by the old chief to his favourite 
WHITAKER (this was the name of the Virginian), who was become a 
Wyandot Indian, firft from neceffity, and afterwards from choice. She 
,vas provided with clothes, and carefully nurfed by this tribe. Whitaker 
had married a young Indian woman, who took the greateft care of her. 
Soon after, flle was conducted under an efcort of men and women of this 
tribe through the midft of the woods to the banks of the Ohio, oppofite 
to Point Pleafant, where Mr. Johnfon learned from her the particulars of 
her adventures, and where llie now lives, in the twenty-eighth year of her 
age. 

Tile H!flory of JAMES SKUYL. ' 

It will be recollected, that Mr. Johnfoll was feparated from James 
Sku)'l on the fourth or fifth day of their march. The latter, with part 
of the troops, proceeded by a different road to the habitations of the 
Shawanefe, where he was infulted, beaten, and otherwife ill ufed. On 
his arrival, his wound was almofi mortified, owing to the exceffive 
fatigues of the journey, and the flings of the mufquitoes. He was, never
thelefs, kcpt to the hardeft labour of the tribe, i. e. he was employed to 

cultivate 
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cultivate the ground. It is in general the employment of prifoncrs, if 
they have any, to relieve the women of a part of the toils, which have 
f..'lllen to their lot. James Skuyl, though extremely uneafy on account of 
his fituation and future fate, yet could not think of making any attempt to 
efcape through fordts, where at every fiep he ran the rifk of falling in 
with Indians. The fuccds of fueh an undertaking wag fo highly im
probable, as to preclude every idea of it. Yet being one day informed by 
a ·woman, in whofe company he ufed to work, and who feemed to fym
pathife in his fufferings, that he would be burnt within two d3.y:', he was 
irrdiftibly impelled, to try every means of efcaping fo terrible a death. 
Furniihed with a mulket, and tome cakes of Indian corn, he ventured, 
one night, to elope from the habitation, in which he was guarded. He 
ftole through the woods, and reached the bank of the river Miami. Here 
he was obliged to leave behind his mufket, though it ferved, at once, for hi~ 
defence and fubfiftenee. Having faftened his cakes to his head, he fwam 
acrofs the river. He met great numbers of Indians, in fpite of his anxi~ 
ous endeavours to avoid them; nay, he found himfelfumler the neceffity 
of pailing by fome of their habitations. The care he had taken in paint
ing himfclf, fome Indian words, which he had learned, during his capti
vity, and his firm deportment, gave him the appearance of an Indian, and 
from this fuppofition he was actually feveral times ailifred in his flight. 
When he thought himfelf out of danger, he had nearly fallen by one 
which he leaft fufpected. Having reached the bank of Lake Ohio, he 
intended to crofs it in a veilCl, which he happened to find, in order to 
reach the ifihmus; the ferryman refufed to take him on board, as he 
mifiook him for a fpy, who intended firfi to feduce him, and then to 
punifh him, if he fhould yield to his intreaties. He alfo told him, that 
the preceding evening a troop of Shawanefe had fearched the banks of 
the river in quefi of a prifoner, who had made his efcape on the day be
fore that of his intended execution. He could not but recognife him
{elf in this defcription; celerity "vas therefore of the utmofi importance, 
and yet he was compelled to repair to the maficr of the veilel, whoie ha
bitation was two miles difiant. He informed him, that he was the pri-

E e 2 foner 



212 TRA VELS IN NORTH A::VIERICA, 

(oncr, of \\ hom the Shawanefe were in fcarch, and this man, fortunately 
more humane and Ids fcmpulous than his fervant, not only confcnted to his 

going on board, but would alfo ca:!), hi~ over hin;fel~: that he might fee 
him {are beyond all danger. HaYIng arrIved at DetrOlt, he traverfed Ca
nada, and the Northern States, and at length rcached Great Brayercourt
houfe, where he has fcttled. At leaft he has hitherto given up the trade 

to Kentucky. 

The HiJior.'y of WILLIAM PHLYN. 

The diftrdles of William Phlyn, who was delivered up to that tribe of 
the Cherokees called Chikamages, inhabiting a ditlrict adjacent to the 
great river Miami, confiited in his having been tortured two days together,. 
until the fire put a period to his wretched exiftence. He loft his life, a 
few days after his arrival at the habitations of the Indians. James Skuyl, 
on his journey to the to\vn of the Shawanefe, faw the fpot, wherc he had 
been burnt the preceding cYening, but was not able to collect any farther 
information concerning the fate of this unfortunate man. 

Although the three laft ftories contain but few particulars, and are 
not infeparably connected with that of Mr. Johnfon: yet they will not, 
I think, be found altogether uninterefting, as they, in {orne meafure, 
{erve to complete his hifiory. An acquaintance with that gentleman 
cannot but confiderably heighten the joy, which his fortunate deliver
ance muft excite in every feeling mind, and ftamp his reports ,\ ith the 
authority of induhitablc truth. 

I have torgotten to mention, that tnc two whites, who by their lamen
tation decoyed Mr. Johnfon and his companions, efleeted their efcape 
the fecond night, when the Indians, after the capture of the two veffels, 
wcr~ almoft all of them intoxicated with whiiky. Mr. Johnfon had 
ftrong grounds to fufpea, that the Indians, from motiYes of friendfhip 
or of gratitude for their affiftance in the capture of fo rich a booty, for
w.:rded their fEght. 

TOUR 
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TOUR THROUGH UPPER CANADA. 

SatnrJl)" the 20th if June, 1 iO"5. 

THE veiTcls, in '" hich we croifed the river Niagara, belong to the 
Eng1iih, and are, for this reafon, in a better condition than the major 

part of the American veifcls or ferries, \vhich are entirely left to the 
will and pleafure of the owners, \\ithout any public officer taking the 
leafr notice of their condition, and providing for the fafety of travellers. 
The ferry confified in a veifel of confiderable capacity, the fides of which 
,vere one foot and a half high j it was tolerably ftaunch, and fufficiently 
large, to contain five horfes without any apparent danger. The mafier 
of the veilel is directed to vnite d0wn the names of the paifengcrs; our's 
"were already known. General Simcoe, governor of Upper Canada, in
fonncd of our journey by 1\1r. HA:\Ii\lOXD, the Englifh ambaifador to 
the United States had long ago gi\-en notice by the pafr of our expected 
;.rrival. Mr. Guillemard, who had crofTed over on the preceding e,-ening, 
had announced our intended arrival on the next morning; and the Captain 
of an Englifh frigate, which was receiving (orne repairs on the oppofite 
bank, fent us his boat, as (oon as he perceived us. Our guide, PONDRIT, 

had preceded us to the river to call the ferrymen; and the ferry arriving 
{ooner than the boat, of the defiination of which we were ignorant, we 
fiepped into the former. The pailage from the American to the Engli!h 
fide requires four or five minutes, and from the Engliili to the American 
fhore about a quarter of an hour. Fort Erie frands on the fhare of the 

lake, about two miles above the ferry. The commandant had defired the 

captain of the frigate to [upply his place, until he fhould be able to vifit us 

himfelf. vVe thought it right to return this act of civility, by immediately 
(ctting but to prefent to him our paifports. We did fo, though we were not 
dreifcd to pay a vifit of ceremony; but the rain having made our appearance 

. frill worfc, we determined on drying our clothes at the inn, until the 

weather fuould dear up, and permit us to proceed to the fort. \Ve \ycre 
not 
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not yet dreffed, when the commandant arrived at the inn, and invitcd 11 , 

to dinner, acquainting us, at the fame time, that he was directed to thew ll:, 

eyery ci \"ility in his power. This invitation was very agreeable to us; a 
dinner at a Governor's, after t:lree day's travelling through woods, i~ a 
real fcafr. We accordingly attended him to the fort. 

Fort Erie, as it is called, though we know not why,* confifis of fome 
houfes roughly formed of wood, and furrounded with tottering palifa
docs. It has neither a rampart, a covert-way, nor any other works. 
The buildings, which are all of them block-houfes, are inhabited by the 
officers, foldiers, and a commi:lfary of provifion. Without the precincts 
of the fort, fiand four fimilar houfes, dcfiined for the habitation of the 
workmen, and a large magazine, or fiore-houfe, belonging to the king. 
The upper frory juts out beyond the ground fioor, fa that all who thould 
attempt to approach the fiore-houfe, might be eafily kept off with fire
locks, by means of openings made in the upper fiory.t This fort is to 
be confidered merely as a point of defence againfr the Indians for the 
Britiih trade on the lake, at the extremity of which it frands. The term 
FORT, in its ufual import, cannot by any means be applied to this place, 
which is eyen now in a worfe fituation than formerly, fince the impend
ing (urrender of the forts fituated on the oppofite thore to the Ameri
cans, leaves the Englifh no alternative, but to have either no forts at all 
on this fide of the lake, or to put thofe which they fhall maintain in a 
refpeCtable fiate of defence. Fort Erie is garrifoned by a company of 
the fifth regiment, the captain of which company is, at the fame time, 
the commandant of the place. Captain PRATT holds this command at 
prefcut; on account of his long fervice, he has been nominated major by 
brevet. The duty of the foldiers, who form this garrifon, confifis in 
fi:a~ding fentries; but they are alfo obliged to ferve on board the fhips, 
whlch ~e:ong t~ the government. Almofi all the provinon, and all 
ammumtlOn, wIthout exception, come from England, and acrofs the 

<\< Dr .. Morre f:ys. t~at Fort Erie is affrong fortification; an aifcrtion, which it is in;l
poffible to reconCIle wlth the defcription given by the Duke, but by fuppofing it to have 
undergone confidcrable improvementfmce 1~195 T ,Il .- ran.llotor. 

t Buildings of this coni1rutHon are very common in the Fnited States as well as in 
l), itilh America; they are called block-houfes.-.1ud'l. ' 

lakes. 
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lakes. The navigation on the ri ver Niagara ends {even miles above Lake 
Ontario, whence there is a land-conveyance as far as Chippeway, nine 
miles difrant, where the navigation for boats and other {mall veifels re
commences, extending as far as Fort Erie. Here the goods, dd1:inccl for 
Fort Detroit, are laden in fhips, navigated by {oldiers from Fort Eric to 
Fort Chippaway. The return paffage is extremely difficult; and for 
this laborious talk, they are allowed only fifteen fhillings, to be dif1:ri
buted among five men, who compo{e the crew. * 

The {oldiers have a garden, where they cultivate the neceffary ycgcta

bles, which by any other means they would not be able to procure. Their 
allowance of provifion, which confifrs in a pound of flour, a pound of 
fait pork, four ounces of rice, and a little butter, a day, is, no doubt, 
paid for by the government at a very high rate; but to the foldiers it 
is delivered for two pence haItpenny a ration, which is deducted from 
their pay, amounting to fix pence per day. All the troops, quartered in 
Canada, are treated in the fame manner. Another company of the fame 
regiment is at Fort Chippaway, and the remaining eight companies form 
the garrifon of Fort Niagara.t Fort Detroit, and feveral other forts, which 
the Englifh frill hold in their poffeffion, but which are to be given up to 
the Americans, are garrifoned by the twenty-fifth regiment. Fort De
troit frands at the end of Lake Erie, on the frrait or river, which feparates 
it from Lake St. Clair. It was erected about the year 1740. The inha
bitants are mofily French, and confifr of about three hundred families. 
It is faid to be in a very flourifhing condition. About one hundred ar
tillerymen are difrributed in Detroit, Fort Niagara, and fome other places, 
which I fhall have- occafion to mention. The troops generally remain 
feven years in Canada, during which time the garrifons relieve each other 
every year. But the war in Europe, and the fear of a rupture with Ame
rica, have occafioned various alterations in there ordinary arrangements. 
The regiments now remain three years in the fame place; a change, 
with which they alone are pleafed, to whofe lot it falls to garrifon the 

"* This, no doubt, is in addition to their pay a5 foldiers.-TranJlator. 
t Fort Niagara, as well as the other forts mentioned by the i\uthor, were furrendcred 

up to the Americans in July, 1796.-Tranjlaror. 

{mall 
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{mall {orts. For the fame reafons, the regiments at prefent have but 

half their complements. 
A ftore-houfe, belonging to a private gentleman, is alfo included within 

Fort Erie, but ftands apart from the buildings, which appertain to go· 
vernment. In this magazine are ,,,arehoufcd all the goods, ,yhich com~ 

upwards, and arc neftined for D~troit, as well as thofe which go down 
the rin'r to Niagara, Kingi1:on, Montreal, Quebec, &c. They are 
forwarded to their places of def1:ination, either in boats, when they go 
down the ri.-er, or in large vdrels, when they are deftined for Detroit. 
The trade on Lake Erie is carried on in four or five merchantmen, be-· 

fides three or four armed yachts belonging to the king. 
Peltry is the chief commodity exported from Detroit; but we alfo 

faw feveral caiks of yery fine maple fugar, made by the Indians. 'Ye 
were informcd, that the quantity of this article, which paKes yearly 
through this place, is wry confidcrable; but wcre not able to learn its 
exact value in money. The owner of the ftore-houfe hires, at times, 
about twenty Canadians, for the fhipping and unfilipping of the goods, 
for carrying them into the magazine, and tranfporting the boats by land 
to the lower country. The Canadians no fooner learned, that we 'n~re 
Frenchmen, than they expreKed to us a fatisfaction, attachment, and re· 
fpeet, repeated demonftrations of which our peculiar fituation obliged 
us to ayoid. 

The Chippaway, a king's yacht, commanded by Captain HARA, arrived 
here during our rdidence in the fort. He had been kven days paHing the 
1tr3.it. which ibips frequently clear in two days. 

Hard caib or fpecie is extremely fcarce in this corner of the world. 
It can come only from Lower Canada, but they like to keep it in Quebec 
and Montreal. }\iay, the pay-mafter of the troops, on pretence that the 
co~veyan~e is dangerous, fends no fpeeie for the troops, though he re
ceIves theIr pay in hard calli. He could mofr certainly not refu{c it to 
the paymafrers of the regiments, if, for that purpo{e, they proceeded to 
Montreal or Quebec, where he rdidcs. But to undertake this journey at 
the expenee of the C(lrp:~, would occafion too confiderable a deduction 

from th(;ir money, which :fhould reach its deftination without the leafr 

diminution, 
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diminution. He accordingly remits it in bills of exchange, which are 
paid in paper-money, that everyone makes to any amount he choofes, 
and which neverthelefs is univcrfally received with a degree of confidence, 
equal to that which obtained in Fran~c in the fecond year of the revolu
tion. There are ?wtes of this kind of only two pence in value. They are 
finall flips of paper, either written or printed, frequently without any 
fignature, and mofrly effaccd and torn. . ' 

During our dinner feveral Indians arrived in boats. They formed a 

fmall camp on the bank of the riYcr, which we vifited on our return. 
We experienced from them the mo{t cordial reception, to which, per
haps, the frate o(one of our companions, not diffimilar to that in whidl 
mofr of thefe drinkers of rum found themfelves, contributed not a little. 

Sunda)l, the 2 Iji of June. 

After a hearty breakfaft on board the Chippaway frigate, where we 
learned, that this veffel, which is about four hundred tuns burthen, 
and pierced for fixteen guns, cofts fiye thoufand pounds frcrling !-a. 
proof of the enormous price of labour in this country-we embarked 
for Chippaway. Major Pratt infifted on our taking our paffage in a veffcl 
belonging to government, as he had particular orders to that etlect. He 
manned it with fix foldiers, who were excellent hands at rowing; and 
alfo directed Lieutenant FAULKNER to attend us as far as Niagara. No 
denial, on our part, could prevail with him to withhold this act of civi
lity, which, even during my profperity, would have embarrafied me, and 
which now bore the appearance of fcorn rather than politencfs. We 
were, therefore, obliged to fubmit, and to aflume the air of perfons, 
whofe rank demanded this diftinction. We were now approaching the' 
profpetl: of the Grand Cataratl: of Niagara, one of the principal objetl:s 
of our journey, and which I had long defired to fcc. We formed, every 
one of us, different ideas of this waterfall, according to our different 
powers of fancy; each 1hoke of the oars brought us nearer to it, and our 
attention being entirely turned to difcover the foam, and h~ar the noife, 
we took but little notice of the banks of the river, which, on the fide of 
Canada, are tolerably fettled, of the uncommon width of its channel, or 

F f th~ 
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the majeil:ic cour[e of its il:ream. At lail: we heard the noire, and per·· 
ceivcd the fpray. The weather was rather unfavourable, fo that we c.o~ld 
not, at any confiderable diil:ance, enjoy this grand {peaade. The rapIdIty 
of the il:ream, which is perceptible {everal miles from the falls, {oon car
ried U5 to Chippaway. A "'hole mile before you reach that place, you 
muil: keep clore under the fhore, 'without which precaution the fi:ream 
would (oon involve the boat, and irrefiil:ibly hurl it to defrruaion. You 
muil: even make the utmofr exertion in rowing to remount the Chippa
way Creek, from which the fort takes its name. 

We had no (ooner landed, than, with the utmofi: impatience, we 
hafie.ned to the falls, {carcely returning with due attention the civilities 
we experienced from Captain HAMILTON, commandant of the fort. 
\Ve accepted, however, his invitation to dinner, which on our account he 
kindly deferred until four o'clock, mounted our hor{es, and, with Lieu
tenant Faulkner, proceeded to the falls. The difrance of Chippaway 
tram the falls, in a frraight line, is but a mile and a half; but the banks 
of the river form fo many flexures, that the road, which winds along 
them, is three miles long. 

At Chippaway the grand {peaacle begins. The river, which has been 
confiantly expanding from Fort Erie to this place, is here upwards of 
three miles wide; but on a {udden it is narrowed, and the rapidity of 
the fircam redoubled by the declivity of the ground on v:'hich it flows, 
as well as the fudden contraaion of its bed. The channel is rocky; 
and the interfperfcd fragments of rocks encreafe the violence of the 
itre.am. The country is flat and even to this point; but here a range of 
whlte rocks arifes on each fide of the ri,-er, which is contraCted to half 
a ~ile's breadth. TL~s range is a branch of the Alleghany mountllins*, 
~\"lllc~, proceeding; from Florida, previoufly to their reaching this point, 
mtcriLl::1 ~he 'whole continent of America. The river. more clofely 
h(Jl:meu in L,), the rocks on the right, incroachincr upon its channel 
t ' . b, 
)r~::lcnc~ mto two arms, one of w~lich flows 1 th b k I: d b • a ong e an, lOrme y 

'r. This principal ri""c of the ,\::~~1, 'ny mounba'\ s l' 1 d h ft 
:;, t ... n ) w 11e 1 exten nort -ea and fouth-

caft, nearly parallel t , the fea coaft, about nine hundrcd '1 . lid r fi 
h d.' I., r " " . . • ml es In engt 1, an ,rom lXty to 

one un .e( c.CJ.j .ht} and tW0 hundred miles In breadtl . dr' . I 
b .. ,I" ~ [' ' •. J S . ',. . 1, 15 ClcnptlVe y named the bark-

O/It ~ t.d n.d,. ta!(L-i r~j}:;; 

the 
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the rocks on the right; and the other, t:tr more confiderable, bcing fCp~l
r.ated by a [mall iiland, makes :fhaight on to the left, and fv,cciJS throu!~h 
a bafon of fronc, which it fills with much foum and noile. At length. 
being again obfrruaed by other rocks, which it meets on ib right, it: 

alters its courfe with redoubled violence, and alnn~ v;ith the right arm 
ruilies dO\yn a perpendicular ledge of rocks one hUllc:'cu anu ilxty teet 
high*, nearly half concave, and probably worn out by the incd1imt im
petuofity of the waters. Its width is nearly equal to til::~l 'Jr' :t;, oed. 
the uniformity of which is only interrupted by an iiland, which feparatcs 
the two arms, refrs unihaken on its rocky hafis, and f('ems, as it were, 
to fwim between the two frreams, 'which ruill down at once into thi:· 
frupendous chafin. The waters of the lakes Erie, Michigan, St. Clair, 
Huron, and Lake Superiour, and of the numerous rivers, cmptyin;:: 
themfelves into thefe lakes, incdrantly replace the water that thus 
dailies down. The water of the falls tumbles perpenuicularly on the 
rocks. Its colour is, at times, a dark green, at others a foaming white, 
brilliant throughout, and difplaying a thoufand variegations, as it i:-: 
ftruck by the rays of the fun, or, according to the time of the da;', 
the frate of the atmofphere, the force of the wind, &c. The water, 
which ruilies down the rocks, rifes in part in a thick column of mifr .. 
often towering above the height of the falls, and mixing with the 
clouds. The remainder, broken in its perpendicular defcent by frag
ments of rocks, is in continual agitation; fpouts and foams, and cafrs on 
fuore logs of wood, whole trees, boats, and wrecks, which the iheam has 
fwept along in its courfe. The bed of the river, formeu by the two ridges 
of rocks which extend a great way farther, is frill more narrowed, as if part 
of t4is mighty frream had vaniilled during the fall, or were f wallowed 
up hv the earth. The noife, agitation, irregularity, and rapid ddcent of 
the frream, continue (c:\,cn or eight miles fiuther on, and the rivf:r docs 
not become fufficiently placid for a f.lie pailige till it reaches Queens
townt, nine miles from the falls. 

'* Other accounts fay, that the perpendicular height at the cataract is only one hundreJ 
and tI1irty-feven or one hundred and fifty feet.-T,·mif/. 

t In Upper Canada, on the weft fide of the ftraits of Kiagara.-T. (/ ;,/1. 

F f:: I crept 
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I crept down to the cataraCt; the defcent i~ v~ry difficult; perpendi~ 
eular fieps, hewn out of trees, caverns, and proJeamg rocks, the fcattered 
fragments of which ,yarn the traveller of the danger from t~e defc~nt, 
without offering any hold, except forne decayed bullies, whIch the Im
prudent adventurer, who fhould place any dependence on them, would 
carry with him into the unfathomed abyfs. Every thing feems calcu~ 

lated to ftrike with terror; but curiofity is as- heedlefs as any other 
paffion. The certain profpe8: of a fplendid fortune would hardly induce 
me to attempt, what I at this moment did from the mere irnpulfe of cu~ 
riofity. I frequently crawled along on both hands; the zeal with which 
I purfued my objeCt gave me a dextrous attivity, which I was not con~ 
fcious of po:lfeffing. I feveral times abandoned myfelf entirely to chance~. 
and thus 1 toiled a mile and half to reach the foot of this frupendous ca~ 
taraCt. The pleafing confcioufnefs of having attained our end is the only 
reward of the exertions, by which we have obtained fuccefs. In the 
comie of our life we frequently meet with fimilar infrances. 

Near this fpot is a whirlpool, the fpray of which drenches your clothes 
even at a difiance. The columns of foam, arifing from the. falls, mix 
again with the. defcending frream. The baron itfelf is hidden by this 
thiek cloud, and the tremendous noife, which is more violent' here than. 
any where dfe,.isthe only enjoyment to be attained. You may proceed 
a few paces on pieces of rock, lying between the column of water. and the 
rocks from which it rufhes down; but here you are completely fequef
tered from the world, you are even deprived of the profpeet of the falls 
hy the column·of water, which, by its denfity and'motion, intercepts the 
free accefsof air to fuch a degree, that fuffocation mufr unavoidably be 
the refult of a long continuance in this place. 

It is i~poffible to defcribe the impreffion, which this catara8: made up
on our mll1ds.. Fancy, 'which had long'cherifhed the hope of viewing it, 
r:n~\' offered pICtu~es, which might {eem exaggerated, yet were much in
i,enor to the reaht!. To attempt a defcription of the impreffion ,YC 

kit, \\:ould be equlvalent to a defcription of the falls; an. attempt far 
e~ccedll1g o.ur pow~rs. The enthufiafm, which feized my foul at the 
,d peel: of tIus magl1lficcnt fpeC1:acle, was too powerful to be weakened by 

our 
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our unpleafant journey back to the Fort; and it was not until I arrived 
at Captain Hamilton's, that I found leifure to notice my wearinefs, my 
hunger, my bruifes, the mifcrable condition of my clothes, and the time 

of the day.-It was two o'clock. 
Poor Lieutenant Faulkner, who thought himfelf obliged to attend llly 

Higlmifs, unfortunately partook not of my enthufiafm, b~t merely affoci
ated in my ilruggles with various obilacles, and borc his fharc of con
tufions and fatigue. In fpite of his exceffiyc politenefs. he fcemed ex
tremely fad and dull, until fome glaffes of wine had cheered up his fpirits. 

Captain Hamilton, commandant of Fort Chippaway, which is even in
ferior in ilrength to Fort Erie, was fo kind as to detain us to dinner. 
The ennui naturally refulting from this dreary poil, the moil. dull of any, 
is beguiled by the fociety of a handfome~ fweet, and lovely wife, and fix 
children, who conilantly furround him. They both received us in that 
plain, cordial, and eafy manner,- which charaCterifes perfons who have 
confrantly frequented the beil fociety. 

Chippaway was formerly the chief place of an Indian tribe, which 
now inhabits the borders of Virginia. The ca,rriage rendered necefiary 
by the water-fall and its continued effeCts ends here. Previous to the 
treaty of peace of 17.83,veffels were laden and difcharged on the other 
fide of the river near fort Slufher *', oppofitc Chippaway. 

Befides the barracks, here as at Fort Erie, are frore-houfes, which be
long to government; and others, appertaining to merchants. The whole 
villagc confifrs of a tolerable inn, and a fmall number of other houfcs; 
the fragnant water of the creek renders it very unhealthy, and to this 
circumilance are imputed the endemic fevers, which every' year afflict 
the inhabitants of this place .. 

Monday, tke 2'2d of JUJle. 

We left Chippaway early in the morning, with an intention of once 
more vifiting the falls. The rain, which fell in torrents, could not de
ter us from ourdefign. I faw it now from a fpot, from which. Mr. de 

BIacons had viewed it the preceding evening, and to which he defired to' 

't The author milnames the fort, which he c;1115 fort Skuyler -T,·{//if/. 
(ond\1\ .. 9: 
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condutl ll'i. This place is known in the country by thc name of Tabl<:
Rock, and forms a part of the rock oycr which the riYcr precipitates itfdf. 
1" ou here frand in the midfr orits bcd, and almott in the water, fo that you 
can, \\ ith perfeCt j:ttcty, fce the riyer ruiliing down at your feet; but, ad
vancing only t\\() paces, you would be hurried to dettruction. On this 
fpot you alfo enjoy the beautiful profped of the foaming water dailiing 
along over the rapids of the awful fall, from which you are not feparated 
by any intencning ubjc:::, and of the tremendous whirlpool, which en
gulfs it. It is from this jpot, that this wonder of nature iliould be 
yic,ved, if you would fee it but from OJle '/pot. But it ought to be con
templated from all udes; your afionifhment will conttantly rife, and you 
will behold and admire in awful ulcnce. 

The defcent is more eafy to the Table-rock than to any other fpot. 
It is much to be regretted, that the government of a people, which fur
paires all other nations for fondnefs in travelling and curiouty, fhould not 
have provided convenient places for obferying this celebrated phenome
llun, at all pofuble points of yiew. It is pleaded in excu{e, that the num
ber of travellers, whom curiouty leads to this fpot, is inconuderable; 
that even they, who travel this wayan account' of buunefs, and flop 
here to yiew the falls, are few in number; that only hunting Indians 
and idle children form the idea of creeping down to the falls; and that 
confequcntly nobody would be benefited by the money expended in pro
yiding an ea(v accefs. Yet all thefe pleas cannot juttify a faving of thirty 
dollars, for which expence the greatett curiouty in the known world 
would be rendered accdfibk. 

It is fuperfluous to mention, that, notwithttanding the feverity of the 
'winter in this country, the cataraCl, as "Yell as the river above it, are 
never frozen. But this is not the cafe with the lakes, and fmaller rivers, 
which {l~pply it ,with water. Enormous flakes of ice ruih <:onttantly 
dow~ tlus c:,t~!ract, when the thaw {cts in, without being entirely dafhed 
to pIe~~s on ~he rocks ~ and thus are frequently piled in huge maifes, up 
to halt Its hel~ht. WIth the noife, occauoned by the falls, we were lefs 
ftruck than we expected; and Mr. Guillemard, as well as myfe1t: who 
had both feen the Rhine-fall near Schafhaufen, could not but acknow-

ledge, 
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ledge, that the noife it produces is far more fhiking. Yet, I mufr re
peat it again and again, that nothing can frand the tefr of comparifon 
with the Falls of Niagara. Let no one expect to find here fomething 
pleafing, wildly beautiful or romantic; all is wonderfully grand, awfUl, 
{ublime; every power of the foul is arrefred; the impreHion frrikes 
deeper, the longer you contemplate, and you feel more frrongly the im
pollibility of any cxpreifions doing jufrice to your perceptions and feelings. 

About a mile above the falls, two corn-mills and two faw-mills have 
been confrructed in'ile large bafon, formed by the river on the left. \Ve 
examined, 'with peculiar attention, the mofr difrant of them. It is the 
mofr remarkable chiefly on this account~ that the logs are cut here 
into boards, thrown into the Chippaway creek near its mouth, and by 
means of a finall lock conveyed into a canal, formed within the bed of 
the river by a double row of logs of timber, fafrened together and float
ing on the water. The breaking of thefe is prevented by other large 
balks floating at a certain clifrance tram each other, which form, as it 
were, the bafis of this artificial canal. The water retains in this canal 
the rapidity of the current, and conveys the logs into the lm,ver part 
of the mill, where, by the fame machinery which moves the faws, the 
logs are lifted upon the jack and cut into boards. Only two faws at a 
time arc employed in this mill. The power of the water is almofr 
boundlefs, but the prefent wants of the country do nc;t require a greater 
number of faws. The very intelligent owner of the mill has conilructcd 
it on a plan, \-,'hich admits of the addition of a greater number of COurjl'~, 
according as thefe fhall be required by an increafed confumpti<:n. On 
the fame principle he has built his corn-mill, \\hich has at prefent only 

ftlUr courf~s. -The miller's dues for grinding, as fixed by the k:,:i1JatiYe 
power, amounts to a twelfth throughout all LTp:;er Cl::acia, ~m:, (([ :Cn"

ing logs to a moiety of the wood fawed. 

In the couric of laft year a fulphureous {prins v. as dllt'oYered at a In\ 

yard~ difrCj.nce from the, bank of the river, which 'vv;,~, howeycr, filled liP by 

the fall of earth crumbling from its verge. TLi~, ip;;lig has a,c:ain o!'bt'e 

fhown itfelf in the canal,_ which conveys thcbloc;,s to the mill. A Line, 

b(l 



'tRAVELS IN r-tOR TH AMeRICA, 

laid over the {pring, preyentsits water from being mixed with t.hat of til"!· 

river. On the approach of a fire-brand the vapour or fream kmdles, af
iimlc' the colour of burning fpirit of wine, and burns down to the bot
tom. Much time will probably dapfe, before an enquiry fhall be infii
tuted, VI' hether this fpring be endowed with any medicinal powers. 

An iron-mine, too, has lately been d.ifcovered near Chippaway creek. 
A company has afiociated for the working of this mine, and refolved on 
erecting an iron-forge in the vicinity of the falls. But this they dare not 
dhblifh without the governor's permiHion ~ for the mother country frill 
perfiits in fupplyi~g all its colonies with its own manufactures; and re
fufes to relinquifh a monopoly, that has already coft it that part of Ame
rica, which compafes the United States *. But the company hope to 
obtain the dcfIred permiffion. 

The land all alol1b the road from Chippawa.y to New York is feem
ingIy good, though not of the beft quality, and exhibits a conilderable 
number of dwelling-houfes. The grants ofland, made by government in 
this country, are fome of them of a recent, others of a more ancient date; 
the firfi {cttlements are hardly ten years old, and the major part only 
three or four. The houfes, entirely built with logs, are better conftructed, 
and more cleanly than in mofi other parts. of the United States. The 
mode of agriculture appears to be much the fame, as in other parts of the 
Union. The common price of land in this neighbourhood is one pound~ 
New York currency, or two dollars and half an acre, if the proportion of 
the cleared ground to the wooded be as forty to two hundred, or nearly fo. 
Peculiar circumfiances, a favourable fituation, more extenfiye buildings, 
&c. enhance the price. Throughout this whole tract of country, la
bourers are not eafily procured; and they receiyc, befIdes their board, 
fr~m five to fix fhillings per day. The winter continues only from the 
mIddle of December to the beginning of April. 

The roads from fort Erie to Newark "are tolerably open, and lie for the 
~oH p~rt over a ~andy ground, which renders it more eafy to keep them 
m repaIr. The frequent paffage to and 'fro, in this part of the country, 

"" Impolit.ic difputes, chiefly relative to the right of taxation, n0t this monopoly, occa
fiuned the dlfmembcrment of the Britifh Empire in America.-TranJl. 

does, 
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docs not defrroy them. Such commodities, as arc defrined for the upper 

c.ountry, are unfhipped in Queen's Town, and goods, expedited from it, 

are embarked in this place. The different buildings, confrrut1ed three 

years ago, confifr of a tolerable inn, two or three good t1:ore-hollfe3, fome 
{mall hou{es, a block-houfe of Hone, covered with iron, and barracks, 

which fhould be occupied by thc regiment of General Simcoe, but which 

are now unoccupied, the regiment being quartered in another part of the 
province. Mr. Hamilton, an opulent merchant, who is conccrned in the 
whole inland tradc of this part of America, pofTefies, in Queen's Town, a 
Ycry fine haufe, built in the Englifh fryle; he has alto a farm, a diHilIery, 
and tan-yard. This merchant bears an excellent character; he is a mem

ber of the Legiflature of Upper Canada, but at prefent in England. 
The portage was formerly on the other fide of the ri,"er; but as this, 

hy virtue of the treaty, falls under the American dominion; government 

has removed it hither. The whole country, though extremely fandy, is 
covered with oak, chefilUts, and fine hickory trees, and fuch parts, as are 
hetter watered, bear, in common with all other parts of America, aih and 
maple-trees. 

It was on this fpot, that Mr. dc la JO:NQlJIERE, commiffioned by the 
French Court to fecure the free navigation of the lakes to French traders, 

formed his firH fcttlements, which by permiffion, and under the protec
tion of the Indian tribe of the Yonnowihouans, (who, with many other 

tribes, have vanifhed from this part of the globe), were afterwards tranf
ferred to Niagara. 

From the civil treatment we experienced, as [oon as we reached the 

boundaries of the government of General Simcoe, we could not but ex

ped a kind reception on his part; and yet the event excceded our expec

tation. No fooner was he informed of our arrival, than he fent his aclju

tant-general to invite us to dinner. H~lYingjuH alighted from his horfe, 

he could not come himfelf. We accepted his invitation, and fhortly af
ter dinner, he entreated us to remain \\ith him, to fleep in his houfe, and 

confider ourfelves as at home. To refufe this im"itation would have ill 

correfponded with the politenefs of his conduct, of the fincerity of which 

G ,g we 
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we were convinced. By accept:ing it, we greatly promoted our own 
convenience, as we had no vifits to pay in the town, which is full half a 

mile diftant from the Governor's houie, and could not but expetl: to be 
moil: agreeably entertained in his fociety, and to obtain from him the 

moft fatisfactory information refpecting the country, ·which :liJ forciblj 

engaged our curiofity and attention. 
We ioon underftood, that ,ye ihould be obliged to continue longer in 

Niagara than we originally dcfigned. On my acquainting General Simcoe 
with my intention to proceed to Quebec, he informed me, that, without 

the exprefs permiffion of Lord DORCHESTER, it ·was not in his power to 
allow any foreigner to enter Lower Canada; he even ihe\\cd us the Go
vernor-general's pofitive orders to that effect, ifiued in the month of OC
tober, and occafioned by the conduct of fc)me Frenchmen. Although the 

wife meafiues of prevention, adopted by the Goyernor-general, as ·well as 
all other fieps tending to avert a revolution, met with my fullefi appro
bation; yet 1 could not but find it extremely unplea{iuit, that Mr. Ham
mond in fo pofitive a manner ihould have afiured me of Lord Dor
chefter's perfect concurrence with him on the fcore of my intended 
journey. On his aiTerting, that a paiTport, granted by him, was the only 
fufficient mean to enable a foreigner to proceed from the United States 
1nto Lower Canada, I entreated him, in addition to this pafiport, _to 
\\:"itc a letter to Lord Dorchefter, who, by ordering the jubordinatc com

mander to let us pafs, would have i~lYed us a tedious delay in our journey, 
~l"ld the un~afineis naturally arifing from our incommoding Governor 
SImcoe for iuch a length of time. Yet, We' ,,,ere ncceffitated to conceal 
our difTatisfaction, and wait until Lord Dorcheficr could fend his anf·wer 
to Kingfton, to which I requefied him to direct it. 

I employed my long refidence in Niagara, to acquire fome knowledge 
of the country, the attainment of whieh 'vas greatly facilitated by the 
generous opennefs of Goyernor Simcoe. 

So late as in the )"ear 1 ~g 1 th d " ".Il. • 
I , e a mmlluatlOn of Upper Canada was 

feparated from that of Lower Canada It Lorm 1 ~'t t d t 
" • l' er y conlll u e a par 

of the provmce of Quebec. The adminiftration of it was much the fame 
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as that of the Englifh colonies, and depended entirely on the will and 
pleafure of the Governor; yet was undoubtedly here conducted with frill 
more precaution, not only becaufe Lord Dorchefrer, by all accounts, is a 
man of a mild and juft difpofition, but alfo becaufe the leff'on, given by 
the United States, will not prove altogether fruitlefs. The Britilh Parlia
ment, at the fame time when it di...-ided there two tracts of the province 
of Quebec into Upper and Lower Canada, ~~n~c them a reprefentative 
form of government, \"hich, though all the fprings of this political ma
chine are yet in the hands of the Governor-e-eneral, is ti-amed in fuch a . ~ 

manner, that if this country fhould grow more populous, more opulent 
and enlightencd, it will not proye an arduous taik, to re(cue the manage
ment of public afl-airs from this influence, which at pref.::nt is very great, 
and, in the actual ftate of things, perhaps abfolutely necefiary. 

Lord Dorchefter is Governor-general of the Britifh pofiefiions in 
North America; the governors of the different provinces are only lieu
tenant-goyernors; \vho, wheneyer he appears, yield to his fuperior au
thority; and are alfo refponfible to him in all military affairs, if they be 
gentlemen of the army, which is by no means an indifpenfible qualifica
tion for the place of a lieutenant-governor. In regard to ftate-affairs of 
'whateyer nature and complexion, the lieutenant-governor correfponch 
immediately with the Engli1h miniftry. It i. from them he receives his 
orders and inftructions, without being obliged to communicate them to 
the governor-general, who is not even poff'eifed of the right, on leaving 
the different diftricts of his g'wernment, to giye the fmalleft directions for 
what is to be done during his abfence. For this reafon the Governor
general, except when prefiing military arrangements call him from the 
chief town of his government, conftantly refides there, \,hile the lie ute

nant-go...-ernor, who has no bufinefs in that place, keeps as much as pof
fible at a diftance from it. But as no accounts of any public expendi

ture pafs, without being figned by the Goyernor-general, he pofiefies a 
powerful influence over all forts of operations and projects, which at leaft 
require his approbation; an influence that extends through all the dif
ferent branches of his goYernment. 

G g 2 The 
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The BriLi(l1 poffeffions in North America are divided into Upper and 
Lower Canada, New Brunfwick, and Nova Scotia. Only the firfr two of 
thde provinces are goyerned by the new confritution. The others are 

governed as in former times. 
Thc boundary between Upper and Lower Canada lies about one Qun

dred miles above Montreal *. The extent of Upper Canada far exceeds 
that of Lower Canada, as, the wefrern boundary being undefined, it 
comprifes all the known and unknown countries, extending as far as the 
Pacific or Great Sea, and is bounded northwards alfo by unknown coun
tries. The population of Lower Canada is efrimated at about one hun
dred and forty thoufand fouls, and that of Upper Canada at thirty thou
l~md, but this efrimate feems rather high t. 

The leading articles of the new confritution of Canada are as fol
lows: 

That the Province of Quebec be divided into two provinces; U ppet 
and Lower Canada. 

That it have two houfes oflegi:l1ature; one hereditary; one elective. 
That Upper Canada be detEned for the reception chiefly of Britifh 

fettlers. 

That the allotment of lands in Upper Canada be, under certain refrric
tions, left to the authority of the locallegi:l1ature. 

That the reprc[entatiye hou[e oflegi:l1ature be feptennially elected. 
That the clergy be provided for by an ample allotment of lands, 

amounting to one-feventh. 

That certain titles of honour be connected with the right to a feat in 
the hereditary hou[e of legiflature. 

* The line between Uppel' and L . C ., 11. b owel anarta commences at a Hone oundaryon the 
N. bank of Lake St. Francis, in St. Lawrence Hiver, in the cove \Vo of Point au Boudct, 

t hence northerly to Ottawas Riv.e d t °t Ii . I "' . 0 • . . ran 01 Source lfi _ake 1 oml[camng, thence due N. tIll. 
It finkes the boundary of Hudfun's Bay or ""e B't' T ,fl 

n W n aln.- ranJ" 
t Dr. MORSE efiimates the popultO f I I I Ii . a IOn 0 Jot I tie e provInces at one hundred and fifty 

thoufand fouls. Lower Canada in 1794 t' d . 
o. ", Con allle one hundred and thIrteen thoufand 

and twelve lDhabltants.-Tranfl. 

That 
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That the liberty of introducing more or lefs of the municipal law of 
England be left to the difcretion of the Provincial Aficmbly. 

Upper Canada is a new country, or rather a country yet to be formed. 
It was probably for this reaton General Simcoe accepted the government 
of it. He was fully aware of the advantages, which his nati Ie land might 

derive from fuch a colony, if it attained perfection; 3.nd im'gined, that 
means might be found adequate to this purpofe. This hope was the 
only incitement, which could impel a man of independent fortune, and, 
as he fays, of confined withes, to leave the large and beautiful eflates he 
poifdfes in England, and to bury himfelf in a wildernefs among bears 
and favages. Ambition at leafr appears not to have been his motiw, as 
a man in General Simcoe's fituation is furniihed with abundant means of 
difringuifhing himfclf by ufeful activity, without remm'ing to a great dif:' 
tance trom his native country, where, in fuch a cafe, he is almofr fure of 
being forgotten. But, whatever have been his motives, his dcfign has 
been attended with confequences highly beneficial. 

The plan conceived by General Simcoe for peopling and improving 
Upper Canada feems, as far as he has communicated it to us, extremely 
wife and well arranged. The central point of all his fettlements, and 
of the population of this country, he means to place between Detroit 
River and the plantations already efrablifhed in Lower Canada, within a 
fquare formed by Lake Orrtario, Lake Erie, Detroit River, and Lake 
Huron. From a fuppoiition that the Fort of ::-~iahara would certainfy 
remain in the poifeffion of the Englith, he at firfr intended to make 
Newark the chief town of his government. But, fince it has been de
cided*, that this fort is to be given up, he has been obliged to alter his 
plan. A chief town or capital mufr not be leated on the frontiers, and 
much Ids under the guns of the enemy's fort. He has fince thought of 

Yark, fituated on the northern bank of Lake Ontario. nearly oppoute to 
Niagara t; it is in this place he has quartered his regiment, and he in-

'.\< By the Treaty of 1794.-TyanJl, 
t Yurk, defigned to be the feat of the government of Upper Canada, is fituated on the 

north-weft fide ,of Lake Ontario, forty miles north by weft from Niagara Fort, and one 
l1Undred and twenty weft-fouth-weft from Kingfton.-Tyunjl. 

tends 
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tends to remove thither himfelf when he {hall withdraw from the fron

tiers. 
York, from its extent, fecurity, and fituation, offers an excellent road. 

The communic:ttion between Lake Ontario and Lake Huron is facilitated 
by feveral rivers a:d frnalllakes. The furrounding territory po[fdfes a 

good foil, and affords all poffiblc means to improve the trade on the lak;:-. 
E\"en in a military point of yiew its utuation is \Cry advantageous. The 
banks of Lake Ontal~O arc likely to be firft peopled by the Americans, and 
to become moft populous; and Lower Canada will always pro\"e to them 
an object ofjealoufy and envy rather than Upper Canada. On this ground 
it is extremely important, to choofe a utuation, which renders it more eary 
to fuccour fuch points as arc moft expofed to an attack. Yet Governor 
Simcoe feems to have relinquifhed the idea of eftablifhing hi~ reudence, 
and the feat of government, at York. He intends to remove them to 
the banks of a river, which is to be found in all maps under the name of 
De la Franche, and which he has named the Thames. This river, which 
Tifes between Lake Huron and Lake Ontario, but is not yet fufficiently 
explored, is fuppofed not to be far diitant from the Miami or Great 
River. It flows four or five miles in a fouth-weft direction, and empties 
itfelf into Lake St. Clair. It is the Governor's intention, to build 
his chief town, to which he has already given the name of Lon
don, about two hundred miles diftant from this lake. A communica
tion between this riYer and another, "which falls into Lake Huron, may 
be eafily efiablifhed, in the vicinity of Glouccfter, and by land-carriage a 
communication may alfo be opened with Lake Ontario. The Go';cr
nor is at the fame time mafier of thefe two lakes, as well as of Lake 
Eric, ~vhich, though fifteen miles difiant, he can reach without any in
teryenm~ port~ge,. but one of three miles. Moreoyer, that part of 
Lake Ene, WhlC~ lies nearefi to the projected capital (Long Point), is 
exattly the mofi Important point for the defence of the lake and on this 
point, which lies oppofite to the American fettlement on the ;eninfula, the 
Governor means to form a harbour and ere.n. c ~d bi k r . 

, L[ onu era e ",Tor s lor Its 
pr~tettion. If the capital be utuated on this fpot, it will of confequence 
""11)0)" feyeral advantages, befides thofe which Yark would afford. It 

frands 
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frands nearer to the centre of the expected population; is more remote 
from the parts belonging to the Indians; and the Governor intends to 
fration the troops, which yet occupy the forts to be deli\-ered up to 
the Americans, in the polis of Gloucdtcr on Lake Huron, of Long Point 
on Lake Eric, of rvrichigan, in two or three to'Wt13, \\ 11 i ch are to be built 
on the banks of the Thames, and lamy in York. This intended capital 
is furrounded by all pullible means of defence, . and is fa fttuated, that 
it may fpeedil)' gi\c fuccour, 'where\-er it may be w::mted. 

From the readineis 'whieh gU\ernment difplays in granting lands gratis, 
the Go-vernor entertains not the leafi: doubt of foon obtaining a numerous 
population. Many families, who at the beginning of the American war 
embraced the royal caufe, have ftncc the conclufion of peace fettled on 
lands, which ,,-ere bd1:o\\cu on them gratis. The American foldiers, \vho 

fought under the hlme unfortunate banners, obtained alfo an indemnifi
cation in lands, on ,yhich mofr of them haye {ettled. All officers, who 
fcryed in that war, are likewife entitled to fome hundred acres, a certain 

number of which are already cultivated by them. The Governor is aifo 
{anguine in his hopes of procuring many colonifis from the United 
States; he relies on the natural fondnefs of thefe people for emigrating, 
and on their attachment to the Englifu government. There arrive in
deed every year a conflderable number of families from different parts of 
the Union; they do not all fettle, it is true, but fame remain in the 
country. He alio reckons upon drawing numerous fettlers from New 
Bnmfwick, who cannot endure the climate of that country. And laftly, 
the conftderablc emigration from Europe, v\hich he fancies he fore
fees, affords him certain hopes of obtaining thence a very numerous 
population. Yet, by his account, the prevailing fentiments of the people 
render the admiffion of new inhabitants, who prefent themfeh-es, rather 
difficult; dpecially of thofe, who come from the United States. For 

this reafon, he fends fuch colonifts, as cannot give a fatisfactory account 
of themfelves, into the back country, and ftations foldiers on the banks 

of the lakes, which are in front of them. He would admit every fuper-

annuated 
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annuated [oldier of the Engliih army, and all officers of long {cni,~c, who 

are on half pay, to fhare in the diftribution offuch lands as the King had 
a right to difpo[e of. He would difmifs every foidier, now quartered in 
Canada, and gi,'e him one hundred acres of land, as foon as he fhould 

procure a young man to ferre as his [ubftitute. With his view.~ to ell
creafe the population of the country, he blends the defign of drawing 
young Americans into the- Engliih fen'ice, by which he will augment the 
number of American families, attached to the King of Great Britain. In 
the midft of there families of foldiers, which he intends t') fettle on the 

lakes, and on all the frontiers towards the United States, he means to 
place all the officers, who, as has already been obferved, have any claim 
on the lands. He propofes thus to form a militia, attached to the King 
from habit and gratitude; and this he confiders as one of the moft cer
tain means for fuppreffing the difturbances, which might be excited by 
fome difaffected new fettlers, who inhabit the midland counties, and at 
the fame time as one of the beft meafures of defence in cafe of an attack. 

By this plan of fettling amidft the foldiers officers and gentlemen of re
fpectable families, whom he hopes to attract from England, he wifhes to 
form a clafs of gentry, and to promote more or lefs the execution of the 

project, clearly difcernible in the new conftitution, to introduce into the 
two Canadas an hereditary nobility. 

.. It is a«erted, that all Canada, vaft as is its extent, produces not the ne
cefiary corn for the confumption of its inhabitants; the troops are fup
plied with flour from London, and with faIt meat from Ireland. In Ge

neral Simcoe's opinion Upper Canada is not only capable offatisfying the 
'want~ of all its inhabitants, but alfo of becoming a granary for England, 
~nd of creating a confiderable trade by the exchange of this nece1rary of 
life for other commodities; nor does he entertain the leaft doubt, but 
that the activity, in agricultural purfuits, 'which he endeavours to excite 
in Upper Canada, will operate as a powerful example in regard to Lower 
Canada, and roufe it from its prefent fupinenefs and indolence. He con
ceives, that the vaft quantities of fiih, with which the lakes abound, and 

efpecially 
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cfpecially of frurgeons in Lake Ontario, afford the means of a fuccefsful 
competition with Ruffia, which fllpplies England with this article to a 

very confiderable amount. 
The corn-trade is, in his judgment, far prefer ..!~le to the fur-trade, 

which appears to him at once unprofitable for Great Britain, and a means 
of opprefilon to Canada, in as much as it throws the whole trade into the 
hands of a few companies, and at the fame time renders them maf
ters of the commodities, which are imported from England in return. It 
is his wifh, that merchants may fettle on Lake Ont;.!r; !, in Montreal, and 
in Quebec; and, by the efrablifhment of a corn-trade, dcfhoy that mo
nopoly which very jui1:ly excites hi>; indignation; and he entertains hopes, 
that this will actually take place. 

The maxims of government, profdfcd by General Simcoe, are ,crr 
liberal and fair; he deteils all arbitrary and military gO\'crnmcnt without 
the walls of the forts; and ddires liberty in its utmoit latitude, fo far as 
is confifrent with the confritution and law of the land. He is, therefore, 
by no means ambitious of invefring all power and authority in his own 
hands, but commits to the lieutenants, whom he nominates for each 
county, the right of appointing the jufrices of the peace and officers of 
the militia. By this mea(ure, he thinks, he thall be able to attach men 
of weight and influence to government, and fubordinate officers to their 
fuperiors, and thus fecurc additional refources for prefen·ing the good 
opinion and afFection of the Canadians towards the Britifh Goyernment. 
All the juilices of the peace, whofe number is ,'ery great indeed, poilefs 
the right within their rcfpective difrricts of atligning, in the King's name, 

to e\'cry fettler, v"'ith whofe conduCt and principles they are acquainted, 
a lot of two hundred acres of land. The furveyor of the di11:rict is in
formed by the jufrice of the peace of the grant, made in favour of the 
new colonifr, and of the oath of allegiance, he has taken; on receiv

ing which information he gives the new fettlcr a certificate, pointing out 
that part of the diitric1:, where he is to find the land, allotted to him hy 
the magifrratc. If he fhould wiih for a greater quantity of land, he mufr 
.apply to the Executiye Council. 

Hh From 
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From the prcfent finaIlncfs of the number of the inhabitants of Upper 

Canada; which, howcyer confiderable the migration may be, for a great 

length of time will bear no proportion to the extent ~f country to ~e 
peopled; General Simcoe entertains not the fmallefr wlih to e~large ~lS 
territory at the expenee of the Indians; on the contrary, he recen"cs wIth 
the utmofr kindnefs thofe whom the Americans drive from their habita
tions; and this conduct is extremely wife. Ie on the one hand, the policy 
of the united States require that, in the intermediate fpace between them 
and thc Engliih, there ihould not refide a people, who may prove dan
gerous from their extreme fufceptibilit), of feduction, who canllot be ufe
fulon account of thcir fmall number, and who, being a nation that liyes 
by hunting, demand a large tract of country for their fubfiitence; Go
vernor Simcoe may, on the other hand, tolerate them, without the lcafr 
danger, on the frontier of the Englifh poifeffions, connect them by this 
mcafure more cIofely with England, and cxafperate them againfr the 
Americans, in order to take advantage of their hatred in cafe of need; 
cfpecially as he finds they will, at any time, cede to him whatever lands 
he may defire. 

Although the fur-trade, in General Simcoe's opinion, is not fo profit
able to England, as many Engli1hmen imagine; yet he \vin not diyide 
its profits with the Americans; who, by the furrender of the forts, ac
quire a ihare in the navigation of the lakes, and excellent harbours on 
their coait; and of confequence, are poifeifed of c\-cry means to partici
pate in this branch of commerce. A communication

J 
he thinks, may 

eaftly be opened between Lake Huron and Lake Ontario, by mcans of 
St. Jofeph's Ri,-er, \vhich by relieving the fur-traders from the trouble 
and expence of the circuitous navigation of the Detroit Ri \ cr, of Lake 
Erie, of the Niagara river, and of a great part of Lake Ontario, would 
difapp~int the United States in their hope of receiving in future, as they 
have hltherto done, any articles acrofs the lakes from the forefrs, fttuate 
above Lake Huron, and would at the fame time free Englifh fhips from 
the neceffity of paffing by the forts of Detroit and ~iagara, which are 
henceforth to belong to the Americans. Nay, he is of opinion, that a; 

direct 
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direB: communication might be eftablifhed between Lake Huron and St. 
Lawrence river, which would however require {everal portages, on ac
count of the numerous rapids which interrupt the navigation of that 

river, as well as of the finall lakes through which it flows. 
The plan of military operation concei \-ed by the Governor, in cafe of 

a war with the Americans, confifts in chiefly drawing them into the 
Englifh dominions, where, under the protection of his forts, he can fight 
them to greater advan tage. He further intends to eftabliih a refpeC1able 
navy, compofed of fmall yeiTels, mounting heavy guns, which no Ame
rican yacht can dare to engage, and which, if a defcent were openly at
tempted on the territory of the United States, v,ould be well qualified to 
coyer the landing. He al(o promifes himfdf much trom the affiftance 
of his militia, with vI-hom he would make confiderable inroads into the 

heart of the enemy's country. The communication between Lake Hu
ron and Lake Ontario appears to him frill more neceiTary in time of war, 

as by means of this communication he intends to convey into the latter 
lake the galleys, bomb-ketches and gun-boats, which he purpo{es to build 
at another town, lying on the Thames, to which he has given the name 
of Chatham. 

The yicv;s of Governor Simcoe, I mean tho{e, which concern the civil 

gl)Yernment, arc undoubtedly extenfive, and well planned. They are, 
in my judgment, the beft \\-hich can be conceived, in his fituation, as an 

Englifh governor; and the pofiibility of their being carried into effcC1 
cannot be qucilioned, if he poiTeiTcs the confidence of government, and 

h:i~ plenty of money to expend. He may al(o, in the execution of his 
plans, derive confiderable aid from the {oldiers, quartered in his province. 

He is aware of the indi(penfible neeeffity of habituating the troops to la

bour in a country, 'where he cannot hope to make them mafrers of a 

complex {yilem of tacctics, and where laborious habits peculiarly fit them 
for that iort of warfare, which is befr adapted to the {mallne{s of their 

number, to the enemy they have to combat, and to the difficulties 
they have to encounter. 

But the execution of his projects is nnerthelefs, 

H h 2 

upon the whole, ob
frruC1cd 
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ftructed by numerous obfracles; the greateft of v.-hich confi~s ~n the. Go· 
vernor's determination to return to England at the explratlOn ot five 
years. A plan of fuch nft magnitude, and which comprifes fa great a 
"Variety of defigns, can be carried into execution by him only, who was 
able t~ conceiye it. From the very nature of the principles on which it 
is built, and the intimate connection of its various parts, the fuccefsful 
execution of fuch a proje8:: fuppofes, on the part of the executor, befides 
a thorough knowledge of its ftruclure and complexion, courage, order, 
and a laudable ambition of achieving arduous and ufeful undertakings; 
requifltes, hardly to be met with in any perfon who may be (ent to fuc
ceed this governor. Iffuch a one be a man of moderate capacity, he will 
neither be able to purfue nor to execute a plan, "which is not of a nature 
to be committed to fubaltern officers; and if he be poifdfed of (orne 
parts, as is generally the care, (elf-loye will diifuade him from pur(uing a 
plan, laid down by another; and however pofitiye and peremptory his 
inft:ru8::ions may be, at two thoufand miles diftance they will be eafi!y 
evaded. Add to this, that fondnefs for military power, and the love of 
arbitrary authority are in eyery region of the globe the u(ual attributes of 
men in power. If, therefore, General Simcoe fhould execute his defign 
of leaving Upper Canada, two years hence, he will hardly find (ufficient 
time to lay the foundations of a plan, which appears to him, and I think. 
very juftly, extremely well adapted to promote the profperity of Upper 
Canada, and greatly enlarge the interefts of Great Britain. The various 
branches of this plan, are fo extenfiYe and (0 numerous that a loner feries , c-
of years, fpent in the fame fpirit and unwearied exertion, will be requifite 
to execute it in its whole extent . 

. But he. himfelt~ I belieye, would meet with impediments in the execu
tlOn of hIS plan. Although General Simcoe is entirely independent on 
L~~d Dorcheft:er in all civil concerns, yet he is not fo in regard to the 
mllIt<'ry dcpa~tmen:, of which the quartering of the troops forms a part. 
I:Je told me ~lm~elt, that: in this refpett, he feared to meet with oppofi
tlOn; and Imclme to thmk, that on this fubjett he did not expre(s all he 
knows. Unlefs the troops be ltntioned in fuch polts, as to cover and de-

fend 
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fend the projetted capital, and the various {ettlemcnts which he has in 
contemplation; unle{s they be kept to labour rather than military exer
ci{es, and unle{s tho{e, who can find fubfritutes, be difmiffed from {er

vice, his pr~jeCl fails in three very material points, which can hardly be 
accompliihed by any other means. 

Lord Dorchefrer is advanced in years, and, like all aged people, no 
friend of new ideas. BeGde that he is fond of boundlcD power, the pre
.-ailing di(1)ofition of the inhabitants of Lower Canada may excite in him 
a willi of drawing more troops into that province; and {everal hints, 
thrown out by General Simcoe, incline me to believe, that he thinks his 
Lordfhip has fome fuch intention. The Governor may alfo, perhaps, be 
too fanguine in fome of his expeceations, or indulge delufi ve hopes. 

As to the emigration from the United States to Upper Canada, I mean 
a coniiderable emigration, it appears not to me altogether fo probable a5 

to him. The free grant of lands feems at fim fight a much greater in
ducement, than it aClually is. The lands are indeed given away gratis; 
a certificate of the furveyor, granted by command of the Executive Coun
cil, gives the new fettlers a right to the ufufruCl of thefe lands; but the 
property thereof is fooner or later transferred, according to the will and 
pleafure of the Cuuncil. To the bei1: of my knowledge, none of thefe 
free grants include a transfer of the right of property. If an occupier of 
this defcription dies without iffue, previoul1y to his h3.ying acquired that 
right, his dlate efcheats to the King; no collateral friends or relations 
fuccecd in the poffeffion of the efrate; and, of confequence, the money 
and labour expended in its improvement and cultiYation have been fpent 
for the benefit of the Crown. In the United $tates, a new fettler, on pur

chafing a certain quantit:y of land, the price of which is to be paid by 
difrant infralments, has a pro1peCl of difcharging them by idling again a 
{mall portion of his efrate, the value of which he has doubled by cultiva

tion; while the Canadian planter has to look for the permanency of his 
poffeffion merely to the will and plea{ure of the Governor; and, if he under
frand his interefr, he will not place on him an implicit dependance. Inte
refr and an acquaintance with {ubfrantial and refpeClablc fettlcrs may, no 

doubt, 
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doubt, procure him, fO)lL'r, the right of property, and thus facilitate ~t 
fecond fale. But fr,i)ur.; of this kind are alway s confined to a part of 

the eftate, and depend on the arbitrary will of the Council. As long. 
thc:-dore, Zt~ there 111a11 exift no law, determining the period and tcrms of • 
the invefi:iture \':ith thefe rights; the pofldlors v, ill remain uneafy and 
infecure; and confequently the progrefs of improvement will be greatly 
retarded. Mines of every dcl~.'!·ipt;');l, from gold dov,n to pit-coal, which 
rna;' be difcovcred in the Ltncl . .;, thus ceded, a3 well as all timber, which, 
in the judgment of the Surveyor-general, is fit tor l1lip-building, are in 
all thete grants rcil'r'.d in favour of the King. All thefe reftrichons can
not but render a good fcttler very uno(,-, and may, in the eftimation of 
many people prone tl; emigration, far outwei2:h the adl"antages of a free 

grant. 
The attachment to the King of Great Britain, which is frequently 

alleged as a ground for emigration, fcems an em?ty dream. It is com
mon with all Englifhmen, who hold here places under government, to 

boaft of this attachment of many inhabitants of [he United States of 
every rank and defcription. On what grounds this opinion refi:s, I know 
not; but it is certainly not warranted by what I le:ul1eJ i:J the Unitcd 
States. They there protefs fo loudly and uniforml) princiI-le::" \vhich in
dicate the exact revcr{e; that there profeffions ought doubtlt:1~ to be con
fidered as better pledges of the true fentiments of the Americans, than the 
afiertions of a few Engliilimen in place. 

The families, who arrive here from the United States, emigrate mofi: If 
them, it is afferted, from their being fubjectthere to a tax, with which, how

ever trifling it may be, they are yet difpleafed. If this be really the cai~, 
fuch a difpofition cannot in future times proye favourable to Great Britain. 
\Ve were a1{0 told, that General Simcoe, from his eager deiire to people 
Upper Canada, is by no means difficult in regard to the qualifications of 
the new {ettlers, who prefent themfelves; and that, notwithfi:anding his 
averfion to fpeculations in land, and his perfonal difinterefi:ednefs; fr;::
'iuentlya whole towniliip, nay at times two or three together, are affigned 
to une and the fame perf on. 

The 
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The Governor is of opinion, that the trade of Upper Canada may be 
encreafed by the commodities of the GenetTee difirict, for \'ihich he fees 
no other outlet, but by the river of St. Lawrence. This opinion, how
ever, feems to have no foundation; when it is confide red , that Lake 
Oneida, the Wood-creek and Mohawk-riyer ofter ready means tor a wa
ter-communication '" ith Lake Ontario and the North Ri\-er; which is 
at prefent interrupted only at three places, where the boats are to be car
ried; and that the Americans, in every part of the Union, difplay the 
utmofi zeal, activity and indufiry, in every thing which tends to facili
tate communication by \\-atcr. But upon the whole the Goyernor's mif
calculations, originating from national prejudices, are of too little im
portance to impede the execution of his project; they may perhaps pro
tract its completion, but cannot occafion its failure. The true impedi

ments arc thofe, which 1 have betore mentioned, and the chief obfiacle is 
the Governor's return to England. 

The prefent population amounts, as I have already fiated, to thirty 
thoufand fouls. The principal fettlement is that of Detroit; which con
fifis, entirely, of French families, and is mofily fituated on a tract of land 
that, according to treaty, is to be given up to America. The Engliih 
flatter thcmfelves, that the families, who h:.JTe icttlcd there, will remove 
from the American to the Britifh fide. But, if the conduct of the Ame
rican government towards thefe families 1hould be {uch, as the interefi 
of America dic'tates; there remains but little probability, that they will 
leave their long cultivated efiates, merely from a defire of living under 
the Englifh dominion. The other {ettlements in Upper Canada confift 
in a yery confiderable colony, which ftretches along the riYcr from Fort 
Erie to Newark, is not fully occupied, and does not comprife a large 
extent of ground; in a few plantations on the creeks, which run into 
Lake Ontario from Newark up to its northern point; in an infignificant 
beginning of a {ettlement in York; and lafi:ly in Kingfion, extending 

along the banks of the river St. Lawrence to the boundaries of Lower 
Canada, which is the mofr populous of all. 

As to the Governor's military plans, his meafures of defence only are 

fettled 



'2A,O TRAYELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 

fettled and determined; his plans of otfenfiye operation arc fo unde 

fined and uncertain a,,; not to deferve any mention. 
The hatred of the Governor againfr the United States occafions him. 

on the l1ie;htefr occafion, to overleap all the bounds of prudence and de
cency, v.~lich he carefully obfcrves in all other matters. He was a 
zealous promoter of the American war, in \ .... hich he took a yery actin', 
yet very unfortunate, part. The calamitous iifue of the war has frill 
more exafperated his hoitility; and it ,,"'as \vith the fincerefr grief I lifr
ened to his boafring of the numerous hnlli;~s he had fired during that 
unfortunate conflict, and of his intention to burn a frill greater number 
in cafe of a rupture. In fhart, the whole (,f his intentions on this fub
jeCt \"as fuch as the mofr violent party-rage alone can infpire. He told 
m, that, in cafe of another war with America, hy expending vafr fums of 
money, he would force them to expences equally great, "hich they would 
not be able to meet, and much lefs to fupport for any length of time; 
in fhort, wage againfr them a money-war. Yet he affirms inceifantl y, 
that it is his anxious "willi to preferye peace with the United States. 
This he very juflly confiders as a powerful mean of promoting the prof
perit) of his new colony. But his hatred againfr the rebels is fa yiolent; 
and his difpleafure, oecafioned by the furrender of the torts, is fo frrang ; 
that the charge, preferred againfr him by the gOHTnment of the United 
States, of his having lafr year affifred the Indians as much as he could. 
without making himfe1f openly a party in the difpute, (eems not devoid 
of foundation. By exciting this war, the fucccfsful iifue of which he 
confidered as certain, he attained the twofold purpofe of fatisfying at 

once his ambition and his reycI1f:c. He docs not himfelf deny, that he 
had adopted the neceiTary meafures for conduCting to the difhiCt of Gc. 
neffee all the Indians, who were at his difpofal, and who, by his account, 
amounted to five thoufand men-meafures which would naturally have 
been attendccl with the firing of all the habitations, and the l1aughter of 
all the inh<tbitants. A war, thus barbarous and defrruC1:iye, would ha,"e 
been \\;'.;<c,; 1)), England at the end of the eighteenth century; and the 

Lunder of a colony, in every other refpect a man of generous and nuble 

feelings, 
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feelings, would have projeCted and prepared it. I ihould not ha\'e cre
dit~d there projeas, had I heard them ibted by any indiyidu:tl but the 
Governor himfe1f; or ihould I have ventured to introduce them here 1 

but that, within my kno\\ledge, he has repeatedly communicated th(,l~l 

to feveral other perfons. 
But for this inveterate hatred againfr the United States, which he too 

loudly profe!fcs, and which carries him too far, General Simcoe appears. 
in the mofr advantageous light. He is jufr, aaive, enlightened, br~lxc. 
frank, and po!fe!fes the confidence of the country, of the troops, and of 
all thofe who join him in the adminifrration of public affairs. To thefe 
he attends with the clofefr application; he preferves all the old friends of 
his King, and neglects no means to procure him new ones. He unites, 
in my judgment, all the qualities which his :l1:ation requires, to m:'lintain 
the important po!feffion of Canada, if it be poffible that England can 
long retain it. 

In his private life, Governor Simcoe Is ftmple, plain, and obliging. 
He inhabits a ftnall miferable wooden hou{e, which formerly "vas occu
pied by the commi!faries, who reftded here on account of the navigation 
of the lake. His guard conft:l1:s of four {oldiers, who every morning come 
from the fort, and return thither in the evening. He lives in a noble 
and hofpitable manner, without pride; his mind is enlightened; his 
charaaer mild and obliging; he difcour{es with much good fenfe on aU 
fubje8:s, but his favourite topics are his projects and war, which feem to 
be the objeas of his leading paffions. He is acquainted with the military 
hi:l1:ory of all countries; no hillock catches his eye without exciting in 
his mind the idea of a fort. which might be conftrutled on the fi)ot; 
and with the confrru8:ion of this fort he a!fociates the plan of operatiom 
for a campaign, efpecially of that which is to lead him to Philadelphia. 
On hearing his profeffions of an earneit ddire of peace, you cannot but 
fuppofe, either that his rcafon mufr hold an ab(olut-.:: (way over his paffion, 
or that he decci \TS himfelf. 

Mrs. SIMCOE is a lady of thirty-ftx years of age. She is timid, and 
fpeaks little ; but ihc is a woman of fenfe, handfome and amiable, and 

I i fulfils' 
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fulfils all the duties of the mother and "ife with the mofl: fcrupulous ex
actnefs. The performance of the latter fue carries {o far as to be of great 
affitlance to her hufband by her talents for drawing, the p{actice of 
\\ hich, confined to maps and r1ans, enables her to be c:.:trcmely ufeful to 

the Go.-eruor. 
Upper Canada pays no ta\:cs, except a duty on wine, amounting to 

four-pence per gallon on J'vbdeira, and two-pence on other forts of wine, 
and another of thirt;'-fix ihillinp fterling a year for a ta~;nn-licencc, 

which, during the fc;[fion of 1,03, \\;J.S cncrc:1i"Cd by twenty fhillings Ca
nada currency [four dollarsJ*. The fum total of the public revenue 
amounts to nine hundred paqnet, iter ling, out of which a~'e paid the fa
laries of the Speaker of the Haufe of Reprefmtativcs and of the {ecre
taries; the remainder is defrined to meet the expenee which local cir
cumfrances may require for the fervice and maintenance of fociety. 

The jufrices of the peace determine in the quarter-feffions, as they do 
in England, the amount of the county-rates for the confrruction of public 
buildings, for the repair of the roads., and the maintenance of the army. 
(The lafr item is not yet known in Canada.) Thefe rates are raifed by 
means of a capitation or poll-tax, afTdred in proportion to the probable 
amount of the property of the whole who are in the difrrict, liable to 
contribute; the largefr afi"efTment on any indiyidual exceeds uot four 
dollars. 

On the {arne principle is raifed the pay of the members of the Affem
bly, who, on their return at the end of the feffion, deliver to the juilice 
of the peace of their difirict a certificate of the Speaker, proving the num
ber of days they have been prefcnt, and recei..-e two dollars per day out 
of the money raifed for that purpofe, including the days they have been 
upon their journey. 

" The value of money in C d fh Id ' . . .. ana a ou ,ac£ordmg to law, be equal to that wlllch 
It bears In Halifax and confequentl d 11 b . , . ~ 

, ' y a 0 ar e worth five ilnlhngs. Tins fiandard IS 
finaly adhered to in all government b ' 

. accounts, ut nut fo fcrupulouily obferved In the 
courfe of PrIvate bufinefs The cU"e h' h ' . 

. '. . !' ocy, W IC CIrculates In New York, paJIes alfo~ 
efpeClaJly III that part of Canada which bordeES on Ne \' 1. .1 1 

W Oh ... -.aUlItor. 

The 
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The quarter-feffions are held in every difhiCt; and the divifion into 
dii1:r;ds is cnni:U}cd with the adminii1:ration of jui1:ice. The jufrices of 

the H;~2:h Court of Judicature for cilil and criminal caufes, who are three 

in number, including the ch:cf jt't1:ice, hold four feHiu;l> annually in the 

town in 'which the Governor rciides. They alfo GO en circuits in the 

ditferent diitriCts of the pro\'ince once a year; judges for the difterent 

diitrrcts fit "t ihorter intervals to fettle m:.~tl:ef.3 of little importan,-'c, 
and the jui1:ices of the peace excrcife the iame jurifdiction as in Eng
land. 

A tribunal, compo(ed of the Goycrnor and tv.'O membcr" of the Exe
cutiyc Council, form the Court of Appeal in fuch cau(es as knc been de

cided by the High Court of Judicature. The Go\'ernor forms aIC'), with 

the concurrence of an affitl:ant, the choice of whom dcpcnds entirely on 

his option, a Court of Chancery tor the deciiion of cauies, concerning 
tei1:aments, intefrate heirs, orphans, &c. 

Rcfpc3:ing the frequency and punifhments of crimes, Mr. VV HITE, At
torney-general of the province, informed me, that there i,~ no dii1:rict, in 
which one or two perfons haye not already bcen tried for murder; that 

they were all acquitted by the jury, though the evidence was i1:rongly 

againfr them; that, from 'want of prifons, which are not yet built, petty 

offences, which in England would be punifhed with imprifonment, are 

here mulcred, but that the fines are fddom paid for want of means of 
execution; and that thc major part of law-fuits have for their object the 

rccO\"ery of debts; but fometimes originate alio from quarrels and 

aif.:1.ults; drunkennefs being a vcry common vice in this country. 

The province of Upper Canada is divided into the four difrricts of De
troit, Niagara, Kini:'fu>l1, and St. John's. The jufrices of the peace are 

felected from among thofe perfons, who are bei1: qualified for fueh an 

office; but, in a country fo recently fettled men worthy of this truit 

cannot be numerous. 

The divifion of Upper Canada into counties is purely military, and 

relates merely to the enlifril1i2:' completing, and afiembling of the militia. 
The counties are about t\\'cl \c in number. Their names, with which T 

Ii 2 am 
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am unacquainted, are not of fum.cient importance to dcfenc to be 
here mentioned. The militia of each county are aiTcmbled and com
manded by a lieutenant and fecond-lieutenant; they mufr be divided 
into re<riments and companies. TheyaiTemble once a year in each county, 

b "' 01 

and are infpeCted by the captains of the ditlerent companies at kafr 
twice a year. Every male inhabitant is confidered as a militia-man from 
the a~e of uxteen to fifty. He is fined four dollars if he do not ~n1ifr 
at the proper time; and officers, both commiffioned and non-commif

fioned, who do not join their regiments at the time the militia are aiTem
bled, pay a fine; the former of eight dollars, and the latter of two. An 
officer, who, in cafe of an attack or inftureCtion, ihould not repair to his. 
affigncd poft, would be puniihed \\"ith a pecuniary penalty of fifty pounds 
fterling, and a petty officer with a fine of twenty pounds frerling. A 
militia-man, who fells either the whole" or part of his arms, ammunition. 
or accoutrements, is fined five pounds frerling; and, in debult of pay
ment, imprifoned tor two months. The Quakers, Baptifts, and Dun
kers pay, in time of peace, twenty ihillings a year; and, during a \\":1r or 
infurrecrion, five pounds frerlillg, tor their exemption from military fer
\ICC. Out of the1e fines and ranfoms the a~jutant-general of the militia 
receives his pay, and the remainder is at the GO\-ernor's difpofal. 

This is nearly the fubftance of the firfr aCt of the legiflative body of 
IJpperCanada, pai1ed in 17Q3. In the following year, 17~1 J, an additional 
act paired relative to the militia, the chief regulations of which tended to 
improve and define more accurately the internal form of the recriments 

• b , 
battalions, and companies, and to render the ailembling of detachments 
more ea(y and expeditious. This act determines, that, in time of war, 
the obligation to carry arms in defence of the country ihall not ceafe 
hefore the age of fixty; and that, of con1equence, Quakers and others, 

~~ho er:ioy an exemption from military fenice, fhall pay for their immu
l11ty up to that age. It alfo obliges the militia to ferve on board of fhips 

a~d vciTels, to ~~ as cavalry, and to extend their fcrvice beyond the pro
V1l1ce, on condltlOn however, that the fame men be not bound to fen'c 
more than fix months fucceffively. 

The 
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The exemptions from military fervice arc confined to the officers of 
jufrice, and other public functionaries, whofe number is yery finall. The 
whole militia is efrimated at nine thoufand men, for a tract of country 
of confidcrable extent, in which, howeyer, the communication and aiTcm
bling of the troops are much facilitated by the lakes. 

All the expences of the civil and military adminiihation of t; pper and 
Lower Canada are defrayed by England. The fum total, including the 
political expenees, or the money paid to the Indians, though this forms 
an item of the military expenditure, amounts for Upper Canada to one 
hundred thoufand poumls Herling. :r-;carly two-thirds of this fum, or 
fixty thoufand pounds, are paid to the Indians; including the- pay of the 
principal agents, under agents, interpreters, &c. This pay deducted, all 
the other charf':~s, oceafioncd by the Indians, coniifi: in prefcnts, toma
ha-wks, muikets, powder and ball, knives, blankets, rin;!';, buckles, hats, 
looking-glaffes, and, ahoye all, in rum. The agents are charged ,vith the 

difrribution of thefe articles, which by fome are diilributed every year, by 
others at various times, according to circumftances. It is by thefe means 
the Indians are fuppofed to be gained over. Such of their chieftains, as 
are belieyed to pofiefs confiderable influence, obtain a larger fhare of pre
fents; by ,,\hich, and efpecially by a profufe diftribution of rum, their 
friendfhip is ~ained and prdcrved. The Americans are depicted to 
them as their inYeterate enemies; they arc made to {wear, that they will 
burn and fcalp thefe foes at the firft fignal. It was in this manner the 
Governor imagined Iail year, from the reports he had received, that he 
:i1lOuld be ahle to difpofe of fifty thoufand men, \\ ho had all taken an 
oath, not to leave a fcalp on the ikull of any American they fhould fall in 
v,ith. A relation of thefe atrocities has all the appearance of an exag
gerated account of fome nation of cannibals, and yet it is literally true'~c. 

The Englifh affert, that the Americans, on their part, proceed exactly in 
the fame manner. 

'* With all candid readers it will undoubtedly be a matter of regret, that the author 
fhould have preferred a charge of fuch a fcrious and heinous complexion, without giving 
himfelf the leafi trouble to fubfiantiate its truth.-'l'ranjla/or. 

It 
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It muft be confeiled, that the colonifts, by their mean and barbarous 
policy, teach the In'dians to defpifc them. But we may indulge a hope, 
that the time is not far diftant, when the latter fhall poffefs fufficient 

fcnfe, to take the prefents of England and the money of the United 

States, and to laugh at both thefe great nations; teorning to bc any k,n:~(':' 

the tools of their ambition and rcycnge. 
We have here been told, that England's annual expenditure for Upper 

and Lower Canada amounts to fimr or fixe hundred thoufand pounds 
fterling; v, hethcr the penfions and donations 'which England beftows on 
fome inhabitants of thc United States, be comprifed in this efrimate, I 
know not; but this I know, from a "cry rdpectable hurcc, that they 
amount to a pretty large fum. Is it this circumftance, to which Meffrs. 
Hammond and Simcoe allude, when they fpeak of the numervil:) friend.; 
of the King of Great Britain in the United States? 

I haye not yet mentioned, that the Governor i,; alfo Preiident of an 
Executive Council, compofed of five members. In re;.:ard to the bills .. 
which haye paffed both houfes, his affent or diffent is determined by the 
majority of yotc~, But, as he; appoints this council, and has alia the 
pmyer of di.ffi)lving it, we may cafily concei,-e, that it confifts of member:> 

entirely dependant on him. The major part hold feats in the Legiflative 
Council. 

An office, which was exclufively charged ,", ith preparing for the di{
cuffion and decifion of the council fuch matters as concern grants of land. 
has lately been abolifhed. The Executiye Council has referyed to itfelf 
.the introductory difquifition, as well as the definiti\'C determination, of all 
bufinefs of this defcription. The number of thofe, who apply for lands. 

-is uncommonly great. The claims of the petitioners are generally 
grounded on their attachment to the Britifh Monarch, and their difgufi or 

hatred againft the gm;ernment of the United States. But, under alle

gations of this kind, frequently lurks a fpirit of fpeculation. Not" ith
ftanding the iolicitude faid to be difplayed by the council to difc:!Jycr the 
truth, many grant::. of land are made on no other grounds than favour. 

By the letter of the law, which, however, is often eluded, one individual 

cannot 
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cannot obtain more than one thouG1.nd two hundred acres. Yet, as the 
grants contain no c1aufe fixing the period within which the ground is to 
be cleared, fpeculations frequently occur, and not the leafr fecurity is 
obtained, that the land will be a moment fooner inhabited for being thus 
beft:owed. 

I hayc already obferved, that ofiicers, who fen-cd in the American war, 

have a right to a !hare in thefe lands, which amount~, for a lieutenant to 
tweh-e hundred acres, and for a colonel to fiye thouGmd. But officers, 
who never acted in the American ,,-ar, nor en:r held a colond's commi( .. 
:lion, han obtained fhares as great as the brl,!:d1: allotted to thofe who 
have. Thefe lands, though mo1t favourably fituated, are not yet cleared; 
nor is there the l~ai1: appearance of their being ipecdily culti YCi. tcd. 

Every thing is exceffively dear at Kewark. The !hops are few, and the 
ihopkeepers, combining againfr the public, fix what price they choofe 
upon their goods. The high duty laid by England upon all the commo
dities exported from her ii1ands proves a powerful encouragement to a 

contraband trade "\vith the United States, where, in many articles, the 
difference of price amounts to two-thirds. The government of Canada 
is very vigilant to prevent this contraband trade; but a certain profpeCl: 
of gain excites to exertion, which will frequently fucceed in eluding the 
law, as well as the vigilance of the executive pmver. The i110pkcepers 
know perfcctly well how to favour this contraband trade, the only means 
for defrroying which would be to lower the duties, and, of confequence, 
the price of the commodities. The Governor has it in contemplation, to 
encourage fuch manufactures as produce thefe articles, \vhich are run in 
large quantities into this province from the United States, fuch as hats. 
But all his exertions to this effetl: ""-ill fail in regard to fugar, coffee, tea; 
in thort, with refpect to all commodities, which are directly imported 

from the United States, without being there fubjected to as high a duty 
as in Canada. 

During our long refidence at Naryhall, all the inhabitants of an Indian 
village, of the Toicarora nation, came to congratulate the Governor on his 

late arrival at Naryhall. All thefe vifits and congratulatory compliments 
have 
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hayc no other object but to obtain fame drink, money, and prefents. 
Thefe Indians generally arrive in the morniqg, in Yc{[els, from the oppo

fite banks of the riYer, which they inhabit. They werc decked out witil 
uncommon care, coyercd with rags of eyery defcription, and adorned 

with horfe-hair, and fCJthcrs of all poffible fpecies of birds. In their 
ears and nofcs they wore rings of the mo:f1: varied forms and colours. 
Some were dreiTed in European clothes, others wore laced hats, and fome 
were naked, cxceptin,; the double apron, and painted from head to foot. 
It is in the manner of painting themfelves, that their genius is e1pecially 
difplayed. In general they prefer the harfhe:f1: colours, paint one leg white, 
and the other black or green, the body brown or yellow, the face full of 
red or black fpots, and their eyes different colours. In a word, they unite 
in their decorations the utmoil: abfurdity and harfhnefs. They are, cycry 
one of them, painted in a different :f1:yle, and furniihcd with a fmall 
looking-glafs, which they eyer)' moment confult with as much attentioll 
as the mo:f1: finifhed coquette. They comb themfclves again and again, 
and toueh up the colours, which may have faded from perfpiration or 
exercife. 1\1any of them wear :fiI,'er bracelets and chains round their 
necks and arms. Some have a white fhirt ,yith long ileeves over 
their clothes, and thi::; forms their mo:f1: elegant garment; the major 
part ''lear as many iih-er bueklc3 as they can afford. In illOrt, their ap
pearance calls tu recollection t:1c whimfical ma1ks, Y. h~(:h throng the 
itreets at Paris during the carnival. It mu:f1:, however, be confdfed, 
that their abfurd finery, in a great meafure, con:fiil:s of things, which 
they make themfeh-es, of hodes', butt'aloes', or other hair, or of the 

brifHes of the hedge-hog. They twi:f1: ropes of the bark of trees, and 
make laces of a fpecies of herbs. Many of thde articles, which they 

ufe to adorn their drc1s, their tobacco- bags, their fcalping-kni \C3, g,~r
ters, and moekinfons, (a fort of fuoes) are made by the women, -with 
a regularity, a frill, nay, I may fay, with a taite, fcldom to be found in 

Eurup~. Their chief ~xcelleney conftfrs in the great variety and rich
nefs ot the colours, wIllch they generally extract from leaves, and from 

the roots of certain herbs; but they po{[efs alfo the art of extrading 

them 
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them from aU dyed linens and filb, of which they can obtain a piece. 
They boil thefe rags in the juice of a plant, with the fj)ecies and name 
of which I am anacquainted, and thus obtain a very durable colour for 
dying hair or bark. 

On their arrival this mo,ning the Indian "ifitors were about eighty in 
number. The Governor, being particularly engaged, deferred reccivin,~ 
their vilit until the afternoon; at which time only thirty made their ap
pearance, the refr being all drunk, and unable to move. The \-ifit wa.' 
received on a large plot of grafs, without the fmallefr compliment on either 
part. The Governor was pre(ent, but kept at fome dittance. The In
dians danced and played among themfelves. Some of their dances are 
very expre{uve, and eyen graceful. A mournful and monotonous ditty, 
fung hy one, and accompanied with a {mall drum, fix inches high, and 
three in diameter, forms all their mufic, except that trequently a frick i::l 
added, with which a child beats the time. They dance around the mu
fic, which they frequently interrupt by loud ihrieks. The hunting and 
war dances are the moil exprefiive, dpecially the latter. It reprefents 
the furprife of an enemy, who is killed and fcalped, and is performed by 
one perfon. The refr are hopping about, like monkeys, in a femicircular 
figure, and watch, with the utmofr attention, every movement of thl~ 
dancer. The moment when the enemy is {uppofed to have breathed hi~ 
lafr, a frrong expreffion of joy brightens every face; the dancer raifes a 
horrid howl, refumes his pantomime, and is rewarded by univcrfal fhout~ 
of applaufe. When he has thus finifhed his dance, another enters the 
frage, who is, in his turn, relieved by others; and in this way the dance 
is continued, until they become tired of it. When the dance was oYcr, 
they played at ball; a game in which they difplayed their agility to the 
greatefr advantage. Everyone had a racket, the handle of which was 
three or four fcet in length, and bent at the end, fa that the racket has 
the form of a bow. The packthread is made of bark; they grafp the 
racket with both hands, and run after the ball, wherever they fee it, with 
the view of catching it, one before another. This ball is frequently 

K k thrown 
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thrCJ\n1 to a coniiderable diftance, in which cafe they run after it aJl to-

;.::ether, to catch it, either in the air, or on the ground. No buih, no 
ditches, no barriers check their ardour. They clear cn.:ry thing:. leap over 
e, cry thing. and diiplay, ill this game, a yer[atility, fwiftneG, and dexte
rity, which arc tnt!y {hiking. During thefe games the agent came up to 
the general, with one of the chieftains, and told him, that the Tufcarora 
nation ',',ilhcd to learn whether they mi§!;ht affifr at a meeting, to be held 
in Onondago by the Oneida Indians, for the purpofe of felling a part. of 
the Oneida refervation, which the frate of N e,,, York had manifdted a 
difpofition ::u purchaie'. The Governor's anfY,-er was conceived in terms 
extremely yague; the agent tranilated this anfwer as he pleafed,_ and in 
reply a:lfured the Governor, in the name of the Indians, that they would 
not go to Ononclago., from the hope that this would prove more agree", 

able to the Britifh Monarch. vVhether this political farce was acted 
only by the agent, or whether the chieftain took a part, I know not; but 
this I know, that this chieftain, a moment before, begged of me two 
ihillint;" for which he would have promifed me, had I ddired it, to vifit 

or not to viut all the meetings throughout the univerfe. Without enter
ing further on this fubject, I fhall merely obferve, that the ,,,hole policy. 
of England, relative to. the Indians} is in the hands of the agents, whQ 
alune underfrand their language, and haye the fole management of tho 
prefents. It refts entirely with thefe agents to perfuade all or any of 

thefe nations to C!lgage in war, and to. excite their enmity either againft 
the United States or againfr each other. The Goyernor is altogether in~ 
capable of jml:.:ing of their difobedience and: oppofition to the.orders of 
his cabinet But by the refults. The fame is undoubtedly the cafe as t'J 
the American States. 

The Englifh a;mt, here. referred to, is Colonell BUTLER, celebrated 

'Xc The-Oneida ~a,tion receives an annuity from the State of 1\ew York of three 
l:lOufand. fiyc hundred and fifty-two dollars for lands pUl'chafed of them in ll~' S, and 
:10 anl1lllty of abolltfixhundred and twenty-eight dollars from the United 'Stat-::E._ 
"I.. ': .7n/7,~J,)r, 
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for hi" '" li:' * * * li, * * '" * * * .;f + * * ~, 
He is a native of America of the neighbourhood of Wilkcfbarre. Hi~ 

* ¥ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * 
* * '* iii * 0;; * "" oj..' "" England has rewarded his luyalcy 
with fiye thoufand acres of land tor himielf; the fame quantity for 

his children; a peniion of two or three hundred pounds Herling; ~p 

agency, worth fi,-e hundred pounds i1:erling a year; and the privilege of 
taking from the frore-houfes, which contain the prdents, \vhatcyl'r he 
chooies. He is treated with every mark of rdped hy the Goyernor. 

The Tufcarora Nation is an Indian tribe, the men of which ihare the 
toils of their women in a greatcr degree than any other. The Goycmor 
mentioned a project, he has conceiycd, of gi\-ing a half civilization to all 
the Indian nations in the interefr of England. \ Vhethcr or no ci \-ili
zation be likely to promote the happinefs of the Indians, is a quet1:ion, a full 
diicuiIion of which might, perhaps, excecd my powers, or at leafr feem 
irrelevant. But, were I obliged to decidc it at once, I fhould anfwer in 
the negatiYe, as long as they are not hemmed in too elolel) by the 
colonit1:s, pofil:fs a fi,lfficient tract of ground for huntinC!.·, and haye plcnty 
of game. But, I repeat it once more, to do jui1:ice to this qUei'i:iOll would 
require a more profound difcuffion, than I can enter upon in this plilcc. 
Befides it can hardly be fatisfaCl:orily decided, fince the Hate of favage na
tions, left entirely to their primitive life, is widely diitcrent ti'om the con
dition of thofe, who rdide in the vicinity of thefe coloniils, and hold in
tercourfe \vith, them. If, on mature deliberation, we were obliged to 
allow, that the creation of wants. the neceffity of prm'iding for them, th~ 

exercife of our mutual powers, the unfolding of our faculties, and the re

finement of our feelings, prove more frequently fources of misfortune than 
ofhappinefs; every degree of civilization, pregnant with all the1e, :fhould 

carefully he kept, for their own fake, from all 1~l\'agc tribes. Hut the

{arne conclufion will not hold good in regard to a barbarous people, who, 
from their intercourfe with civilized nations, poiTcfs already fome de
gree of civility; but a civility which acquaints them with vices only, and 
~;Qn{equent1y introduces them to fources of misfortune, and who, there-

K k 2 {tIn: 
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tore, from a higher degree of culture, may derive an aIle:iation of their 
fate and an increafe of happinefs. As to the advantages hkely to accrue 
to the ciyilized world from the civilization of the favages, the quefrion 

feems likely to demand a decifion in the affirmatiYe. 
Howeyer this may be, the Goycrnor, in conceiving this projetl, had not 

only the happincfs of the Indians in view, but alfo his own advantage. 
He intends to have them civilized by priefrs, and would give the prefer
ence to miffionaries of the Roman Catholic perfuafion. The policy of 
General S-- inclines him to encourage a religion, the minifrers of 
which are interefied in a connetlion with the authority of thrones, and 
\\"ho, therefore, never lofe fight of the principle, to preferve and propagate 

arbitrary power. 
I learn here, that rum enervates the Indians, ihortens their lives,ren

ders their marriages daily more barren, and, when fruitful, produtlive 
only of poor unhealthy children; and that, from the ufe of this poifon,. 
which now cannot either be wrefied from them, or rendered harmlefs in 
its confequences, the different tribes are daily decreafing in number. 

Eighty miles from Naryhall, on the Miami, or Great River, is the 
{ettlement of Colonel BRANT, \yith a view of which I ihould have been 
much pleafed; but he is not there at prefent, and they afi'ure me that,. 
in his abfence, I ihould fee nothing but what I have already {cen in thofe 
I have hitherto viiited. 

Colonel Brant is an Indian by birth. In the American war he fought 
under the Englifh banner, and he has fince been in England. where he 
was mofr gracioufly received by the KinO'. and met with a kind recep-

. b 

tlOn from all claffes of peopIc. His manners are femi-European. He 
is attended by two negroes; has efrabliihed himfelf in the Engliih way; 
has a garden and a farm; drefi'es after the European faihion; and never ... 
thelefs poffeffes much influence over the Indians.. He afiifts, at prefent, 
at the Miami-treaty '1:, which the United States are concluding with the 

wcfrerri 
." The treaty, alluded to by the author, is the Grc;:enville treaty, cOMluded on the 

~lmd of Augutt 1195. at Greenville, a fort and fettlement on the fouth fide of a north
,yefiern br;!.nch of the Great Miami, between ;\1ajor-general A. Wayne and the chiefs of 

the 
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wefrern Indians. He is alfo much refpeCl:ed by the Americans, and, in 
general, bears fo excellent a character, that I fincere1y regret I could not 
fee and become acquainted with him. 

The Indians, who inhabit the village, which we paffed on leaying Ca
nawaga, paid alfo a yifit to the Governor during the time we frayed 
with him. The weather being too hot for recei .. -ing the vifit on the 
grafs, he ordered them to be ufhered into a room, where he was attended 
by fome officers of the garrifon. The chiefs of the Indians faid a few 
words, which the agent interpreted to the Governor, as containini! an 
affurance, that they would employ their tomahawks againfi: anyone he 
ihould point out, and expreffions of regret, that they could not uie them. 
lafr year againfr the Americans. The Governor thanked them for there 
fentiments, endeavoured to confirm them in this friendly difj?ofition, 
and told them, that the King of Great Britain wifhed for peace, 
whatever lies the maize-thief [Mr. P--, Commiffioner of the United 
States] might have impofed on them lafr year. They anfwered, that 
the Governor was perfectly right, and that P-- was a liar, drank as 
much as they pleafed, and departed. The conference was held at 
eight o'clock in the morning, and before nine o'clock half of them were 
intoxicated. The Governor is very anxious to oblige and pleafe the In
dians; his only fon, a child, four years old, is dreffed as an Indian, and 
called TIOGA, which name has been given him by the Mohawks. This 
harmlefs farce may be of ufe in the intercourfe with the Indians. 

The Niagara river and lake abound with a great variety of fifhes. We 
affifred at a fifhing, intended to fupply the foldiers with fiih; the net 
was drawn thrice. One end of the net was held by men, who remained 

on fhme, while the remainder was carried into the iheam by means of a 
boat, which, after the net had been entirely expanded, conveyed the 

other end back to the fhore. Both ends are joined on the fpot, whence 
the net is drawn. It is only four feet deep, but one hundred fect in 

the following tribes of Indians, viz. the vVyandots, Delawares, Shawanefe, Ottawas,
Chippawas, Putawatimes, Miamis, Eel-river, vVceas, Kickapoos, Pian Kafhaws and 
Kaikaikias.-Tl·anjiator. 

length.. 
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1 '~fl D·),,· 'rd·, of fiyc hundred fifh were caught, -amo!lg wbich were . e!l2,_ll. t ' (.. ~ 

abo:t twenty-eight or thirty iturgeons, fmall pikes, whitings, rock-fi~, 
{un-£1;h, heam;,; a fort of carp, which ia point of fhape refcrnhlc thoi.: 
of Europe, but di:rer much in flavour, and ill the form of their heads, fiLl
man, trouts; in lhort, all the fiih was of a tolerable fize. l\1iddlc-fizcd 

,fl.i}} (l.!~ e:llily GH;:>:ht by anglers on the banks both of the river and the 

la~\.c; the, frco1'l.CnJ V catch more than their families can confume in 
" J 

i(xeral da' .. ~, 
The t:):,',:l ni':"ewark itands on the 'other fide of the l:iyer, diretlly op

no{ite to the tort. Ahout a hundled houfe~, mofily very fine itruc
tures, ha\e already been ere .... 'i.ed, but the progrefs of building '\-"ill pro
bably be checked, by the intended remoyal of th.e feat of government. 
The majority of the inhabitants, e(ncciaUy the richefr of them, fhare in 
the adminiitration; and confelJucntly will remove, to whatever place 
the goyernment may be transferred. In point of fize and elegance, the 
houfe of Colonel S;\IITH, lieutenant-colonel in the fifth regiment, is much 
dii1:inguiihed from the refr. It confifrs of joiner's work, but is confrrutled, 
embellifhed, and painted in the befr :f1:yle; the yard, garden, and court 
are {urrounded with railings, made and painted as elegantly, as they 
could be in England. His large garden has the appearance of a French 
kitc!-ien-garden, kept in good order. In a country, where it is a hard mat

ter to procure labourers, and where they are paid at the rate of one dol
lar per day, he finds, in his regiment, as many as he choo{es, for nine
pence {Cerling a day, becaufe the men otherwi{e do not eafily obtain 
lean~ to go to work. It is in this manner he is now clearing five thou
iimd acres, which baye been granted him, and has the ufe of thirty morc, 

which belong to the King, are fituate in front of the town, and which 
the GO\unor has affigned him., until he fhall be neccffitated to demand 
them again. 

The [carcity of men fervants is here i1:ill greater than in the United 
States. They, who are bro1.1~ht hither from England, either de
mand Lll1ds, (lr emigrate into the United States. A yery wife act 

(,f the Affembl), declares all negroes to be free, asfoon as they arriyc 

In 
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;11 Lena·.Ll. This deJ~Tipi.ion of men, "h,) are more or lefs frequent 
in the United States, cannot here fupply tl,~ V"l11L of \\hite {ervdnts. 
All perfc)l1s belonging to the army employ (oldiers in their fiead. E; 
the En:Iliih re[!ulations, eVCl'Y tJitlcer is allowed one l;;iJier, to \\·IWll1. 

.... ...1 .. ) ." 

he p<ly~ one Ihiliitl:..( a week; and this privilege is cXicnd·d, in pre-
F!lTion as th~ officers ha\ '': ll('.:d of a grctcr number of people, The 
Governor, \\ho is alio colond of a n':~i!1ll'ilt of {.ALle~:n·~ Ihr.:,~'F, ft,l

tioned in tile. province, is attended in hi, hOllie, and at dinll,r, merely 

by priyates of thi'i regiment, \y hu alfo taLc care of his herre!. He hag 

U')t been able tQ keep one o( the men fl'nants, he broll::ht with him 
u 

from England. 
The rcgimcnt~ quartered i:l the vicinity of the United St.ILe, it is a!:' 

icrtc..!, lofe much by defertion. Seeing every where around them lands, 

either given a\Dy or (old at a very low rate, and being illrrounded by 
people, \"ho within a tweh'emonth have ri{en from pOI crt)' to pro1pe
rity, and are. now married and proprietors; they cannot endure the idea of 
a (ervitude, which is to end only with their exif1:ence. The nnll:i na
turally ariiing from the dull and fecluded manner of living in garri(ons, 
where they find neither \\ ork nor amufement, and the iligl1t attentioIi 
illewn them by moa of the colonels, darken Hill more, in their ,ie\', 
the difmal picture of their f.tm.tion. Th:.:-y emigrate accordingly into 
the United States, \\ here the), are fme to find a (cttlement, which, if they 
choofe to work. C1Jl;1(;t fail· to make them rich and independent. To 
hold out to tht:1:1 the £'lme hopes in the Eng1 iJh colon), of C~tnada, "'JUld 
be the only mean of renderin,! leis dan~L1'ous the temptation offered by 
the United States. It.is ·with this "iew, that Cmcrnl)r Simcoe vny 
wifely formed the project of difmii:Sng l \ ef) (oldier. \dlO 1huuld find an 
able {ubftitute in his room, and to gi '.c him one hundred ~[cr~~ ·01' Lmd.; 
hut it is (aid, that thi' proj.:-d: appears, in Lord Dorchefl:er's judgment, t{) 

f.wour too mueh of the nC\\ principles, to obtain his con(ent. If it \\cre 
aCtually refu(eci, (ueh an unrcafonublc denial \\'ould more iorcio1), pro

yoke the difcontented of 6c troops, from their being already acquainted 
with the meafure. 

During our l'didcncc at 0~aryhall, the fdflon of the Legiflature of 

Upper 
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U er Canada was opened. The Governor had deferred it till that time, 
PP f ,'" 11: h t on account of the expected arrival 0 a C1llet-jUlllCe, w 0 was 0 come 

ii'um England; and from a hope, that he fhould be able to acquaint the 
members with the particulars of the treaty with the United States. But 

the harvcft has now begun, \,hich in a higher degree than elfewhere en
:::~lges, ill Canada, the public attention, far beyond what frate-affairs can 
do~ Two members of the Legif1ative Council were p,-cfent inftead of 
(:\cn; no Chicf-jui1:ice appcared, who \\"~tS to ad as Speaker; inO:ead of 
fixtcCil members of the Ailembly fiye only attended, and this was the 
\\hole number, which could be collefted at this time. The law requires 
a greater number of member:; for each houfe to diicufs and determine 
upon any bufine[" *, but within two days a year will have expire(l 1lnce 

the laft, ieflion. The Go\'ernor ha., therefore thought it right. to open 
the feflion, re[en'ing-. howe\'er, to either houfe the right of proroguin,:!, 
the fittings from one day to another, in expedation, that the fhips fron) 

Detroit and Kingfton will either bring the members, who are yet want
ing, or certain intelligence of their not being able to attend. 

The whole retinue of the Governor confifted in a guard of fifty men of 

the garrifon of the fort. Drdfed in iilk, he entered the hall with his hat 
on his head, attended by his adjutant and two fecretaries. The two 
members of the Lef!if1ative Council gavc, by thcir Speaker, notice of it 
to the Aifembly. Five members of the lattcr having appeared at the 
bar, the Governor dcliycrcd a fpeech modelled after that of the King, on 
thc political affairs of Europe, on the trcaty concluded with the United 
States, which he mentioned in expreHions very favourable to the Union, 
and on the peculiar concerns of Canada. "There no taxes are to be 
fcttled, no al'COl1nt~ to bc audited and examined, and no military regula
tions to be acljuftcd, public bufinefs cannot occupy much time. But, if 
c\'Cn all thcfe points were to be difcuffed, the buiinefs would ftill be 
trifling, from ",ant of an oppoiition; which feems to be precluded by the 

• By the Quebec ACt, patTed in 1.91, it is enaCted, that the Legiflative Council is to 
cunlif!: of not fewer than feven members for Upper Canada, and the Affembly of not lefs 
than fixteen members, who are to be called together at leaf!: once in every year.
Trariflator. 

manncr 
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manner, in which the two Haufes for Upper Canada arc framed. The 
confritution of this province is well adapted to the prcfent frate of the 
country. The members of both Haufe', \\"ho bear a fharc in the admi
nifrration, arc all of them as \Ifeful, as can be defired, at this I,,:riod. The 
influence of the Governor is not ufelefs. And the other necc{[,ry arrange
ments, efpecially fuch as may enfure liberty ann good order. will, no 
doubt, be made in the procefs of time. 

Fort Niagara frands, as has been already obferved, on the risht bank 
of the river, on a point, oppofite to that of Miffiifogas, on which Newark 
is built. It was originally confrructed by Mr. de la TONQUIERE, three 
miles nearer to the falls; but was, fome years afterwards, transferred to 
the fpot, where it now frands, and where Mr. de DENONVILLE threw up 
an entrenchment. This fort, as well as thofe of Of we go, Detroit, Miami, 
and Michillimakkinak, are to be furrendered to the Americans *. Fort 
Niagara is faid to be the firongcfr of thefe places, having been firength
ened with f()me new works, in the courfe of lafi year; dpecially covered 
batteries, defigned for its protection on the fide of the lake and the river. 
All the breafr-works, flopes, &c. are lined with timber. On the land
fide, it has a curtain, flanked by two bafiions, in each of which a block
houfe has been confiruCted, mounted with cannon. Although this fort. 
in common with all fuch fmall fortified places, cannot long withfiand a 
regular attack; yet the befiegers cannot take it, without a confiderable 
lofs. All the buildings, withip the precincts of the fort, are of fione, and 
were built by the French. 

With very obliging politenefs, the Governor conducted us into the 
fort, . which he is very loath to vifit; fince he is fure, that he fhall be 
obliged to deliver it up to the Americans. He carried us through every 
part of it, indeed more of it than we wiilicd to fee. Thirty artillery-men 
and eight companies of the fifth regiment, form the garrifon of the fort. 
Two days after this vifit, we dined in the fort, at Major SEWARD'S, an 
officer of elegant, polite, and amiable manners, who {eems to be much 

'* All thefe forts were attually delivel'ed up to the Americans in AllgufiI7%, purfuant 
to the treaty of 1194.-T,·anJIator. 

Ll rcfpcctcd 



25'8 TRA\'I:LS IX NORTH A'H,fUC.~. 

refpec1ed hy the gentlemen of his profeJlion. He and Mr. PILKII\SO~, 
an officer of the corps of engineers, are the military gentlemen we han:
moH frequently feen during cur rdidence in this place, and \\hom the 
Governor moil: dii1:inguifhes from the rcft. In England, as in France, 
the officers of the engineers and artillery are in general the moft accom
plifhed among the ;-,:c:1tlcmen of the army; and their fociety is con{e
quently preferred. The officers of the fifth regiment, whom we have 
{een, "'LTC '''''ell-bred, polite, and excellent companions. 

The communication of the fort with Newark is in winter intercepted 
tor two or three months, by mafTes of floating ice, carried along by the 
{\:ream. At times it is free for a few hours only. The Indians attempt, 
HUW and then, to cro{:,; the river, by jumping from one piece of ice to 
another. But the number of tho{e, who venture upon this dangerous 
experiment, is never great. 

Some trifling excurfions,· we mad~ in the environs of the city; and 
efpecially a tour of four days, with the Governor, along the banks of the 
lake; afforded us an opportunity of feeing the interior country. The 
chief plUpofe of this journey was, to reach the extremity of the lake. A 
boat, made of the bark of trees, and de:figned for the Governor's excur
lions between Detroit and Kingfton, contained the whole company; 
which confifted of the Governor, Major Seward, Mr. Pilkin{on, us 
three (Mr. de Blacons, having left us two days after our arrival in 
~~aryhall), and :vIr. RICHARD, a young Englifhman, who arrived here 
by the way of the North River, and whom we had already feen in Phila
delphia. Tweh-e c1u1JhtrS of the Governor's regiment rowed the boat, 
which \'vas followed by another veff'eI, carrying tents and provi:fion. We 
halted at noon to eat our dinner, and in the evening to pitch our'tents 
and 1up. In the morning, we walked, then breakfafted, and fet out to 
pl~r1~e our journey, \\'hich wa~ rendered rather unpleafant by a fmall full 
lIt iaill. 

F ortymile-creek \\ J,- one of the chief objects of oar tour. This ttrcam,. 
~\ hich ill:er{~cts in a il:raight line the range of mountains, extending 
trom Qu<.:Cl1- Town, lin",." "ith a gentle fall, into the plain; and af-

fords 
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fords fome wild, awful, yet very pleafing profpects among the mountaim. 
Before it empties itidf into the lake, it turns a ~rit1: mill, and t'.'I'D i:ny

mills, which belong to a Mr. GREEN, a loyaliil: of Jerfey, \,hu, fi\ or 
feven years ago, fettled in this part of Upper Canada. 

This Mr. Green was the conil:ant companion of the Governur on thi,; 
little journey; he is apparently a worthy man, and in point of knu\\
ledge far fuperior to the common cail: of fettlers in this neighbourhood. 
His eftate confifrs of three hundred acres, about forty of which arc cleared 
of wood. He paid one hundred and twenty-five dollars for forty acres, 
through which the creek flows, that turns his mill, on account of the 
greater value, they bear for this reafon ; the common price being only fiye 
fuillings per acre. Land newly cleared yields here, the firfr year, twenty 
bufhels of corn. The foil is good, though not of the moil: excellent 
quality. They plough the land, after it has produced three or four crops, 
but not very deep, and never ufe manure. The price of flour is twenty
two fhillings per hundred weight; that of wheat from feven to eight fhil
lings per bufhel. The bufhel weighs :fixty-two pounds upon an average. 
Labourers are fcarce, and are paid at the rate of fix ihillings a day. 

RefpeCl:ing the feeding of cattle, the winter is here reckoned at five 
months and half, and near the lakes often at :fix; on the mountains it i.~ 

a month {horter. A few habitations are fcattered over this diil:rict. 
Wheat is here, as well as throughout all Upper Canada, generally ii)wn ; 
but other forts of grain are alfo cultivated. Wheat and rye arc fo\"m in 
September; oats, in May; barley, in June; turnips, in July; and po
tatoes, in May. The hay harveil: falls bet\yeen the loth of June and the 
loth of July. Rye is generally cut about the beginning of July; and 
wheat, in the latter days of the fame month; potatoes and turnips 
are dug up in October and November. Grafs is, in general, mowed 
but once. Cultivated meadows are fown with timothy-grafs. The 
cattle are fed, in winter, with hay; which is kept either in barns, in 
Dutch lofts * , or in Hacks, after the Englifh manner: the lail: arc n:ry 

'*' In this neighbourhood, as well as throughout all the northern parts of the Fnion, 
they call a thatched roof of a round, [quare or pol ygonal furm, which refts on long poil s, 
lnlt can be raifed or lowel"ed at plcafure, a Dutch 10Ct.-.-Ilitll"-. 

L 1 2 hadly 
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badly made. Until the winter fets in with g~eat feverity, the cattle ate 
left to graze in the woods; they tell us, that In all parts of Upper Ca
nada the filOW lies feldom deeper than two feet. The whole of thefe 
obfe:vations apply alfo to the cultivated ground near Lake Ontario and 

Lake Erie. 
Mr. Green, who has a very numerous family, intends to bring up all 

his ions to tarmin;.;:. and to build for each of them a mill, either on this 
or on a neighbouri~g creek. He grinds the corn for all the military pofh
in Upper Canada; where General Simcoe has ordered all the flour of a 
good quality to be purchafed, which ihall be offered by millers in larger 

quantities than fix buihels. 
The road from Fortymile-creek to the extremity of the lake, which 

we travelled, on horfeback, is one of the worft we have hitherto feen in 
America. But for our finding now and then fome trunks of trees in the 
fwampy places, we fhould not have been able to difengage ourfelves from 
the morafs. Along the road, which is fifteen miles in length, the foil is 
good; but -we fcarce1y faw four plantations on the bank of the lake. At 
the ,-cry extremity of it, and on the molt fruitful foil, there are but two 
fettlements. 

Burlington Bay borders on Lake Ontario. This bay is five miles 
in length, and communicates with the lake by a {height fixty yards
wide; but this communication is interrupted by fand-banks, which, at 
the extremity of the lake, form a bar, the bafe of which projects nearly 
half a mile into the lake. This fole paftage excepted, the bay is feparated 
from the lake by an ifthmus, from to two to four hundred yards broad._ 
At the point, where this ifthmus begins on the fouthern fide of the 
lake, th~ unnavigable tract is about fifty feet in width. Small veifels 
are worked up into a fmall creek in the bay; whence they proceed with
out any impediment to any other part within its extent. The moun
tains, which near Fortymile-creek reach clofe to the lake, but afterwards 
recede to the diftance of five or fix miles, approach it again at the extre
mity of Burlington Bay. Their colour, as well as the quality of the in
tervening foil between them and the lake, affords ground to fuppofe, that 
they once formed its borders, and that the tract of ground, which now 

feparates 
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feparates them from its prefent bed, and which is covered with very old 
and beautiful trees, has been formed by alluvia from the waters of the 
lake. This range of mountains, after having formed an openin;, 
through which a pretty confiderable river empties itfelf into the bay, re
join, bound the lake for about a fourth part of its length, and il:retch 
thence towards Lake Huron, in the vicinity of which they divide into 
different branches, the farther direction of which is not known. The 
geographical knowledge of this country, as far as it relates to the courfe 
of the rivers, the fhape of the vallies, and the direction of the chain 
of mountains, is yet very imperfect. Governor Simcoe is aware of the 
neceffity of its being enlarged and perfected. But, in a newly occupied 
country, like this, the number of objects neceffary to be attended to i3 
immenfe. 

During the whole of our excudion we paffed through woods, copi
ouily adorned with flowers of the moil: cxquifite hues and fragrance, the 
names of which we could not learn. The numbers of fragrant trees, of / 
a fize unknown in Europe, was equally great. 

The banks of the lake are rather unhealthy, and intermittent fevers are 
almofr as frequent there, as in the diil:rict of Geneffee. But few furgeons 
refide in the country; they are not fuffered to practife, till after having 
undergone an examination by a phyfician, appointed by government. 
This prevention, which may prove very beneficial in future times, is at 
prefent of no avail. For, as very few apply for leave to practife, the mofr 
ignorant arc admitted without difficulty, if they will only prefent them
felves for admiffion .. 

By one of them I was informed, that the inferior claffes of the iriha .. 
bitants dread their advice in intermittent fevers, becaufe they always pre
fcribe bark; and that poor people, infread of following their advice, hav~ 
recourfe to a fort of magic charm, in which univcrfal confidence is placed 
in this country. If feized with the ague, they go into the forcil:, fearch 
out a branch of an elm or faffafras, of the lail: year's growth; fafre:1 to this 
branch, without breaking it off the tree, a thread, which muil: not be 
quite new; tie as many knots, as they think they fhall have fits (of the 

feyer; 
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feyer; and ~hen return home, perfeCtly convinced, that they lhall not ex
perience more fits, than they have bound themfelves to .fufrain, by the 
number of knots they have tied. The fiill difcoverers of thiS arcanum ufed 
to make 10 few knots, that the ague would frequently difappoint their 
hopes, but they who at prefent practiiC this fuperfrition tie fo many, that 
the febrile matter is generally carried off, before the number of :fits comes 

up to that of the kn',~.'. 
A tour along the banks of the lake is extremely pleafant ; the profpeCl 

of this vafr iheet of water is majefric, and the traces of culture, which up
on the whole has been commenced on the befr principles, offer a piCture, 
on \vhich both the eye and the mind dwell with equal pleafure. The 
Governor is a worthy man, amiable and plain. The company was agree
able, and we enjoyed every convenience, which can be expected on a 
journey of this ·kind. And yet, during the whole time of our refidence 
in Naryhall, where he, as well as everyone belonging to him, loaded us 
with civilities, in 'a manner the mofr agreeable, I did not experience one 
moment of true happinefs, and real untainted enjoyment. 

I am at a l<;rfs to account to myfelf for the various perceptions, which 
preffed upon my mind, and prevented my feelings from being entirely ab
forbed by gratitude, and by the pleafing fenfations, it naturally produces. 
I love the Engliih more, perhaps, than any other Frenchman; I have been 
confrantly well treated by the Englifh; I have friends among them; I 
acknowledge the many great qualities and advantages which they poffefs. 
I dctefr the horrid crimes, which Rain the French rcyolution, and which 
defrroyed fo many objects of my lovc and efreem; I am banilhed from 
France; my efrates are confifcated; by the govcrnment of ny country I 
am treated as a criminal or corrupt citizen; fevered irom all I held dear; 
I have been red'.1ced to extreme, inexpreffible mifery, by Robefpierre, and 
the reft of the ruffians, whom my countrymen have fuffered to become 
their tyrants; nor are my misfortunes yet confummated-and yet, the 
lo:e of my country, this innate feeling, now fo painfiul to me, fo clafhing 
wlth my prefent fituation, holds an abiolute fway over my foul, and pur
{ucs me here more dofcly, than elfewhere. This Engliih flag, under 
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\\hich I am failing over lakes where the French flag ,vas {o long dif
played; thefe forts, thefe guns, the fpoils of France, this conftant, obvi
ous proof of our former weaknefs and of our misfortunes, give me pain. 
perplex and overpower me to a degree, which I am at a lofs to explain. 
The fucccfs, laft year, obtained by Lord Howe, which the Englifh men
tion with more franknefs, becaufe they {ilppofe our intcreft to be inti
mately connetl:ed with theirs; the eagernefs they difplay in announcing 
new defeats of the French, the accounts of which are prefaced by the af. 
{urance, that Engliih triumphs and exertion fhall reini1:atc us in the po{
{effion of our ei1:ates, and followed with congratulations;. all thefe com
mon topics of converfation, which our guei1:s feem to introduce with the 
beft int~ntion, prove more painful to my feelings, as I am ncceffitated to 
hide my thoughts, left I fhoulcl be deemed a fool by the few, in whofe 
eyes I am no Jacobin, no Robefpierrian, and becaufe I am, as it were, at 
crofs purpofes with myfelf~ And yet it is a fentiment rooted, deeply 
rooted in my foul, that I would continue poor and baniihed, all the days 
of my life, rather than owe my rrjioration to llry counby alld my eflates, to 

the influence if foreign powers, and to BritiJh pride. I hear. of no defeat 
of the French armies, without grief,. or of any of their triumphs, with
out my {elf-love being gratified to a degree, which at times I take not 
{ufficicnt c.are to conceal *. And yet, notwithftanding thefe feelings, 
the. confeffion of which may appear ridiculous in my prefent fituation, I 
cannot difcern the period, when anarchy ihall ceafe in my ill-fated coun
try, and liberty, regulated by wife and efficient laws, afford happincf~ at 
leaft to tho{e, who are not baniihed; when France ihall reft her glory orr 
a fafe and,lafting foundation. 

I do not know, whether tho{e of my friends, who 1ha11 read thefe line~. 
will underfrand my meaning; and whether they will be more able, than 

• There" ConfeJ!ions d'un' Emigre," which ingenuoui1y exprcfs the true fcnti ments of 
a very confiderable part of the emigrated French nobility and gentry, are not, it [eems. 
unworthy of the. notice of foreign powers, and efpecially of our government. A Frene];· 
emigrant, who acted in the Weft Indies as field-officer in the Britifh fen'ice, regretted,. 
that the" pavilion cheri" was not waving at the maft-head of the veiTcI, on bOJ'. d (,f 
which he was going to c~mbat the French.-T ranjl. 
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I am, t) reconcile thcfe apparently incongruous feelingsanil perceptions. 

I ha', c here thrown them together, as I felt and conceived them. 
In addition to the ci.-ilitics offered here to our fmall company, Du

petitthouars experienced one of a peculiar complexion, -confifring in an 
offer of lands in U pperCanada, made by Major Seward, who, without 
exprefsly fratin;'!:, that he was authorifed by the Governor to propofe this 
offer, at leafr hinted fomething to that effect. The polite, yet peremp
tory anf"wer, returned by Dupetitthouars, at once ended the bufinefs. 

The tafte for news is not by far fo pre,"alent in Upper Canada as' in 
the United States. Only one newfpaper is printed in Newark; and but 
for the (upport granted by government, not the fourth part of the ex
pence of the proprietor would be refunded by the fale of his papers. It is 
a fhort abftraCt of the newfpapers of New York and Albany, accommo
dated to the principles of the Governor; with an epitome of the Quebec 
Gazette. In the front and back of the paper are advertifements. It is a 
weekly paper; but yery few copies are lent to fort Erie and Detroit. 
The newrpaper prefs alfo rerves ror printing the aCts of the Legiflature, 
and the notices and orders 'iifued by the Governor; and this is its princi
pal ufe. In point of news, the fituation at Niagara is by no means con
venient, efpecially in time of war. 

The Englifh fhips are not yet arrived from Quebec, and this day is the 
fixth of July. The intelligence, which reached Philadelphia about the 
time of our departure, has but juft been received at Niagara. They tell 
us., that they know nothing, but "what they have learned direCtly from 
England. What little information we have been able to collect from 
different quarters, concerning the fentiments of the people, and which 
we could only now and then obtain, as we iliould otherwife have given. 
~ffence by t.oo much inquifitivenefs on this head, coincides in reprefent
mg tl~e nahon~t large as defirous of tranquillity and peace. But the 
Am,:ncan loyahfrs, wh? have aCtually fuffered by the war, frill harbour 
enmIty and hatred agamfr their native land and countrymen. Thefe fen
timents howe~er are daily decreafing, and are not fhared by the far greater 
number of emIgrants, who arrive from the United States, Nova Scotia, 

and 
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and New Brunfwick. Th-:;~-e are mal-contents in this country; but thei.r 

number is fmall. Several new fettlers, who migrate into this pro
y:nce from the United States, falfely profefs an attachment to the Britiili 
Monarch, and curfe the government of the Union, for the mere purpofe 
of thus wheedling themfelves into the potfeffion of lands. The high 
price of provifion, the prohibition of a commercial intercourfe, and the 
protracted delivery of the deeds, by v;hich the property of granted lands 
is conyeycrj to the occupiers, form, indeed, grounds of much difcontent ; 
but this is by no means of a nature to caufe uneafinefs to the government, 
which feems even to doubt its exiftence, though, in cafe of a war with 
the United States, it might render its fituation extremely critical. 

The Epifcopal is the efiablifhed religion in Upper Canada. In De
troit, howe,-er, half of the inhabitants arc Roman Catholics; and fame 

families of (~uaker" Baptilb, and Dnnkers, are fcattered through the 
province, though in fmall numbers. 

A lcyenth part of the lands is allotted to the {upport of the Protefiant 
ckrgy. Fur the Roman Catholic {ervice nothing is paid, except in De
troit. No church has yet been built, even in Newark. In the fame 
halls, where the Legiflativc and Executive Councils hold their fittings, 
jugglers would be permitted to dilpby their tricks, if any iliould ever {hay 
to this remote countn'. Our bit: C>:ulrUon in the em-irons of Nan"hall . . 
brought us by QueenHovm to OIle of the Tufcarora villages, which Hands 
on the Indian territory, fi)tlr miles from :-\aryhall. One of the roads, 
'which lead thither, p:li1(.:s oyer mo:mtains, that border upon the falls. This 

road affords fome intcrdling prcfpects, filch as precipices, dreary recdfes, 
wild romantic femes as far as the mountains project o,"cr the river, fiill 
hemmed in between this double range of high rocks. They become 
truly admirable where the mountains flope towards the plain, which 

feparatcs them from the banks of the lake; this whole plain, Fort Nia

gara, the bank of the lake, the lake itfelt~ nay, a part of the oppofite 
bank, buri1:ing at once on your yie\\", The loil (eems every where to be 
of a good quality. 

}.f m Thi.-
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This Tu{carora village has as dirty and mean 'an appearance as all the 
other yillages we have hitherto {een; but the inhabitants, being informed 

of the intended vitit of the Governor, had painted themfeh-es with the 
utmoft care, and ,vere dre:flcd in their moft faihionable ftyle. They fan

cied he came to hold an alfembly, A booth, covered \yith green LLl1chc", 

before the door of the habitation of the chieftain, on which the Englifh 
fla(/" was wavin(J" was the place tingled out for the expeaed {olemnity. b 0' 

The inhabitants were ratilcr di[qppointed, "hen they learned from the 

Governor, that he came with no other view but to pay them a vifit. He 
fat down in the booth. The Indi<lns 'YCrt.' feated on benches placed in 
a femi-circular form, and fmoaked tobacco. As many of the young men 
as could find roomi fat at the end, or frood leaning on the rails. General 
Simcoe and ourfcln:s were in the centre of the femi-circle; women and 
children wcre kept at a difrance. .-

PATERSON, an American by birth, whom the Indians took prifoner 
at the age of ten years (he is now twenty-five) aaed as interpreter to the 
Governor. All his fpeeches, like every difcourfe of the Englifh agents 
ad defied to the Indians, turned on the fame fubjecr. He told them ~llj;), 
at this time, that the Yankees 'were brooding over fome eyil detign ::::o:illit 
them; that they had no other objea in vic\, but to rob th\'m of their 
lands; and that their good, Father (King (Jc(l.r~:c) wa:; the true friend of 
their nation. He alfo repeated, that the maize-thief (T-- P __ ) 
was a rogue and a liar. 

His {peeeh, howev-er, met not v,ith much applaufe on the part of the 
Tufcaroras. The Seneca-Indians had called here a week before, on their 
\yay to Karyhall, and told them, that they 'H'rc going to the Goyernor, 

wit~Ol~t entering into any particulars refpeCting the object of their vi1it. 
:flllS clrcumfra~ce led the Tufcaroras to conclude, that {orne thing very 
lmportant was 111 negociation between the Senecas and the Governor 

probably tending to the prejudice of their nation; for mifrrufr, fidJ?icion: 
a~d appreh~nfions, form the prominent features of the policy of the In

.. {hans; and It mufr be confcffed, that this v:ay of thinking is a hr': natu-
ral confequencc of the conduct of the colonifts towards them. -

The 
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The Governor difclaimed all particular negociations with the Sen.~;:::ts ; 
and, in order to divert them from this opinion, made ufe of all the com
pliments and a{furances, which he thought any wa:,; fitted to flatter their 
vanity, or allay their fears. He again told them of the Yankees, of the 
maize-thief, and of King George; but all this did not i:'ltisfy them. His 
promife of granting them lands in Canada, if the Yankees fhould drive 
them hom their homes, made no deeper impreffion; nothing could 
brighten that cold, nay gloomy countenance, which they generally pre
ferve v,chile they are treating on builnefs. The extreme care, whicil they 
employ to conceal their impreHions on fimilar oeca11ons, may either be 
the effect of a ftudied diHimulation, the ncedliey of whi~h they may 
have learned in their intercourfe with the colonii1:s, or merely the refult 
of character and habit. This anecdote, however trifling in itklC ihcws 
howeafily the jealoufy between the difrerent Indian n:ltidl: is roufed; 
a difpofition which, like all the other foibles of the Indians, both the 
Engliili and the Americans turn to their advantage. 

There are few Indian villages, where fome perfons of European defcent 
have not fettled, who generally enjoy a confidcrable !hare of influence 
over the tribe. They arc commonly people of a very indifferent charac
ter, attracted by the idle, extravagant, and drunken habits of the Indians. 
It is a general remark, that the whites, who reude among them, are ex
tremely vicious, cruel, and coydous, and the very 'YO;i1: hufbands and 
fathers. 

Intermitting fevers are very frequent in this village. The Indians fre
quently take the advice of the phyfician, whom the Englifil government 
appoints, and pays on their account; but they, far more frequently, take 
draughts, which they prepare themfclves from the juice of herbs. Al
though thc neighbourhoou is much infeCted with rattle-fnakes, yet none 
of the prcfent inhabitants of this village were cler bitten by them. Their 
remedy, in this cafe, would confii1: of {alt and \"later, v,chich they think 
infallible, and fully {ufficient to effeCt a cure. . 

We met on this excurfion an American family, \vho, with fome oxen, ' 
cows, and fileep, were emigrating to Canada. "We come," {aid they, 
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~, to the Governor," whom they did not know, "to fee whether he 
will give us land." "Aye, aye," the Governor replied, " you are tired 
of the federal government; -,'ou like not any longer to haye fo many 
kings' )'OU willi aO'ain for your old father," (it is thus the Governor calls 

.. ' b" 
the Britifh Monarch when he fpeaks with Americans); " you are per-
fetlly right; come along, we loye fuch good royalifrs as you are, we will 

give you land." . 
On our return from Queenfrown we dcfcended in the Governor's boat 

the noble river Niagara, the banks of which imagination delights to fancy 
covered with inhabitants, and reclaimed by culture from their prefent 
wild frate, and views rich and charming landfcapes; but this richnefs, 
and thefe charms, will probably yet, tor a confider-able time, enchant the 
eye of fancy alone. 

During our refidence in Naryhall, Mefirs. Dupetitthouars and Guille
mard took the opportunity of the return of a gun-boat, and made an ex
curfion to York. Indolence, politenefs to the Governor, and the convic
tion that I fhould meet with nothing remarkable in that place, united to 
diffuade me from this journey. My friends informed me on their return, 
that this town, which the Governor had fixed upon as the capital of 
Upper Canada, before he thought of building a capital on the Thames, 
has a fine extenfive road, detached from the lake by a neck of land of un
equal breadth, being in fome places a mile, in others only fix fcore yards 
broad; that the entrance of this road is about a mile in width; that in 
the middle of it is a fuoal or fand-bank, the narrows on each fide of" hich 
may be eafily defended by works erected on the two points of land at 
the entrance, where two hlock-hlJufes have already been confrru(.9:ed; 
that this is two miles and half long, and a mile wide; and that the 
elevation of the fhore greatly facilitates its defence by fortifications to be 
thro,wn up on the mofr convenient points. 

Governor Simcoe intends to make York the centre of the naval force 
on Lake Ontario. Only four gun-boats are, at prefent, on this lake; 
two of which are. confrantly employed in tranfporting merchandize; 
the other two, whlch alone are fit to carry troops and guns, and haye 

oars 
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oars and fails, are lying under fhelter until an occafion occurs to con
vert them to their intended purpofe. It is the Governor's intention to 
build ten fimilar gun-boats on Lake Ontario, and ten on Lake Erie. 
The fhip-carpenters, who conftruct tht:m, refide in the United States, 
and return home every winter. 

There have not been more than twelve houfes hitherto built in York. 
They ftand on the bay near the River Dun. The inhabitants do not 
poiTefslhe fairefr character. One of them is the noted BA TY, the leader 
of the German families, who, according to the aiTertion of Captain Wil
liamfon, were decoyed away by the EngliflJ, to injure and obfrruct the 
profperity of his fettlement. 

Notwithfianding the navigation of this river, there is a portage of 
thirty miles between York and Lake Simcoe, by which the merchandize, 
that comes from Lake Huron, might reach that place in a :fl:raighter line. 
The barracks, which are occupied by the Goyemor's regiment, frand on 
the road, two miles from the town, and near the lake; defertion, I am 
told, is very frequent among the foldiers. . 

In a circumference of one hundred and fifty miles the Indians are the 
only neighbours ofY ork. They belong to the tribe of the Miifaifogas. 
I fhall here obferve, that all, who have vifited the Indians in Upper Ca
nada, a1fure us, that Father CHARLEVOIX has delineated their manners 
with the fame exactnefs and truth, which he has in ,general difplayed in 
the defcription of the countries he traverfed. 

After a reiidence of eighteen days at Naryhall. we took leave of the 
Governor on Friday the] oth of July. He wifhed us to ftay a little 
longer; but Lord DORCHESTER'S anfwer had probably reached Kingf
ton by this time; and, notwithfranding the Governor's true politenefs 
and generous hofpitality, we were not entirely free from apprehenfions of 
incommoding him. 

I hope that he has been as fatisfied with the iincerity and franknefs of 
Mr. Dupetitthouars and myfelf, as we were with his kindnefs. As to 
Mr. Guillemard, I make no mention of him, fince, he being an Englifh
,man, his fituation is altogether different from ours. We enjoyed in the 

General's 
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General's houfe th,~ mofr perfea ('-cednf'.1 of opicio!i, which a man of hi!J 
ji~?:;~'~uil~led tl1e,lts v;ill always cheriih, and but for which we thould 

no': h~ve been able to continue fo long at Naryhall as we did. 
E\C':r'y thing v;c kl<,e feen and heard in this part of Upper Canada 

renders it, in cur judgment, extremely probable, that her dependance on 
England will not be of long duration. The fpirit of i:J.jc~)Clldancc. 
which preyai1,; in tIle United States, has already gained ground in thi-; 
province, and will, no doubt, be much encrcajed by a more immediate 
conndtion with the United S~atcs. The comparifon drawn by the ill
habitants of lJ pper Canada, 'oCC\·.rC~:l the price of commociities fubjcB: to 
Englifh duties and cui1:oms, and the y<,.luc of the fame articles on the 
oppofite fhon~, will be :l [ufficient fource of Ct1yy and difcontent. The 
navigation being carried on by both countries on the fame lakes and 
canals, it will be impoffible to prevent the contraoJ.:ul-trade; and this 
cannot but prove highly prejudicial to Great Britain, at leafr according to 
the [yfrem, by \\ hich the is guided in the government of her colonies. 
This contraband-trade will be a confrant objea of difpute between the 
two frates, and will furniGl the Governor of Upper Canada with fufficient 
pretences for commencing and promoting a V.G.r. But, a contefr, the 
natural confequence of which would be an increafe of the price of pro
vifion in Canada far above \\hat it \yould bear in the United States, 
could not be a popular ,Yar. It would be a repetition of the American 
\Var of the Stamp-act, and of the Tea-tax, and would probably be at
tended with the fame confequences. 

The natural order of things at this moment, and the univerfal difpo
fition of nations, announce the feparation of Canada from Great Britain 
as an event, which cannot fail to take place. I know nothini:!, thrrt can 
prevent it. Ef great profperity and glory, by iignal fucceifes in her wars, 
and by undifrurbed tranquillity at home, Great Britain may GC able to 
maintain her power over this country, as long as confiderabl~ fums thall 
be expended to promote its population and profperity; as long as it thall 
enjoy the mofr complete exemption from all the taxes and burthens of 
the mother country; in fine, as long as a mild government, by refources 

prompt 
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prompt and 'well applied, by ufeful public efrablifhments, not yet exifr
ing, and by encouragements held out to all claffes and defcriptions of 
citizens, fhall convince a people already invited and qualified by a wife 
confritution to enjoy all the bleffings of liberty, of the ad\Oantages of a mo
narchical government, 'which in its beneyolent pf~icd; unites wifdom of 

conception with rapidity of execution. 
But thefe conditions are and \yill hardly be fulfilled. In our time, per

haps f0011, Great Britain will lofe this bright jewel of her crown.· In 
regard to Canada, fhe \vill experience the fame fate, ~s fhe is likely to 
ihare, fooner or later, ref petting her poifeffions in India; as v,ill befall 
Spain in refpett to her Florida and Mexico, Portugal in regard to her 
Braiil, in fhort all European p0\,:ers, reipetting fuch of their colonies at 
leafr, as they poffefs on the continents, unk1;, enlightc:lul by experience. 
they fhall fpeedily change the colonial form of ~!."oycrnment. 

Before I clofe the article of Niagara, I mufr make particular mentioll 
of the civilityfhewnus by Major LITTLEHALES, adjutant and firfr i~

cretary to the Governor; a well-bred, mild, and amiable man, who has 
the charge of the whole correfpondence of FOH:rnment, and acquits him
felf with peculiar ability and application. M~~jor Littleha1es appeared to 
poffefs the confidence of the country. This is not un frequently the cafe, 
with men in place and power; but his worth, politenefs, prudence, and 
judgment, give this officer pemliar claims to the confidence and re{pcct, 
which he lll1i\u(ally el~o)'s. 

Yl e embarked t;)r Kingfron on board the OJ1lJl1chs:o, CJae of the cut
ters, which compofe the naval force on the lake. This cutter is pierced 
for twelve fix-pounders, but carries only fix in time of peace. \Vhen 

* Readers, endowed with a larger {hare of political Llgacity, than the author difplays 
thl"Olighout the whole train of argumcnts, on which he grounds this difmal prefage, will 
probably incline to bclicvc the predicted revolution in Canada not quitc fo near at hand, 
as it appears to the Duke, who feems not to recollect. that the Britifh government, by 
fubftituting, as he himfelf calls it, " a wife conftitution" in the ftead of the ancient 
conftitutionai furm of Canad.l, has adopted the very means, to prevent her 10fs, 
which at the clofe of his obfervations on this fubjcct, he advife! as the only preventive 
of fuch a calamity.-Tra'l/i'.rtGr. 

there 
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thefe vdlcls are not laden with frores for the King's fer\"ice, they are 
freighted with merchandize, for which the merchants e~ther pay fre~gh~, 
or engage to tranfport in their bottoms an equal quantlty of the King s 

frores. 
The Onondago is of eighty tons burthen. On this occa:lion, fhe had 

two detachments on board; one of the fifth regiment, dei1ined for 
Kingfron to bring money, and another of the Queen's rangers, to receiYe 
at Montreal new cloathing for the regiment. There were, be:lides, forty
one Canadians on board, who had conduCted ten veffels for the King's 
fervice from :Montreal to Niagara. The cabin-paffengers were, Mr. 
Richard, Mr. Seward, whom I have already mentioned, Mr. BELLEW, 

who commanded the detachment of the fifth regiment, which was go
ing to fetch money, Mr. HILL, another officer of the fame regiment, 
who was ill, and was going to Kingfron for the recovery of his health, 
Mr. LE){oIN E, an officer of the :lixtieth regiment, quartered in Kingf
ton, and our party. 

The wind was tolerably fair during our paffage; this is generally ac
complifhed in thirty-:lix hours; at times in :lixteen; but it took us torty
eight hours. Dead calms are frequent, efpecially at this time of the year, 
and lail fometimes fin~ da) s. Scarcely any motion \"as obfervable on the 
waters of the lake. This pailage, which is one hundred and fifty miles long, 
offers no interefting o~jects; the eoaD: 100n diiappears from your view, 
efpecially in hot weather, when the horizon is clouded with vapours, as 
when we failed. Duck's Wands form, to fpeak generally, the only trifling 
danger on this pailage. They are three in number, lying in a line; there 
is no paifage for fhips either between the coaD: and the illand on the left, 
or between this and the middle iDand, on account of the rocks under 
the water, on which fhips would unavoidably be laD:. You mull pais 
between the middle ifland and that on the right, where the water is from 
f?ur to five miles in width, and fufficiently deep to afford a {afe nayiga
hon. The only danger, to be here encountered, might arire from a hld
den gufr of wind, fpringing up the moment, you approach the iDands 
and driving the fhip into one of the dangerous channels. To the beD: of 

my 
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my knowledge, but one fhipwreck has happened here, \vithin the me
mory of man; but no yefid yentures near the iilands by night, except 
when the weather is perit:crly fair and dear. A more common and more 
real danger arifes from the ftorms, 'shieh frequently on a fudden arife on 
the lake, render it eyen more boifterou5 than the fea, and caufe the 111ip.,; 
to labour and itrain more [cyerelv, on account of the fhortnefs of the 

01 

waves, bounded by the [mall extent of the waters. The fhips are thcn 
in conftant danger of being driven on fuore, and would hardly be able to 
avoid it, if the ftorms lafted longer. But they generally continue only 
for a fhort time, efpecially in fummer, and the c1carin,:.': up of the wea
ther is as fudden as was the coming on of the ftorms. They are, properly 
{peaking, only violent gales of \\ ind, which in autumn frequently 
blow two days together, and fucceed each other "ery rapidly. Five 
or fix years ago, a fhip \vas loft, with every hand on board, and infiances 
of this kind are faid not to be uncommon at that time of the year. 

From November until April, the navigation is entirely difcontinued on 

the lake. 
During our pafTage, Lieutenant E.\ RL, who commanded the cutter, 

and almoft all our fellow-pafiengers, beha\-cd to us, in the mofi ci"il and 
obliging manner. The weather was Yery warm, and had been fa for 
the laft eight or ten days. The mercury in Fahrenheit's thermometer 
frood, at Naryhall, frequently at ninety-two; but on board the vefiel, in 
the cabin, it was only at' fisty-four. It i~ Ids the intenfity of the heat, 

than its peculiar nature, which renders it altogether intolerable; it is 
fultry and clofe, and more fa by night, than by day, when it is foml'
times frefuened by a breeze, ,vhich is not the cafe in the night; the 
opening of the windows affords no relief; you do not pcrJpire, but feel 

oppreficd; you refpirc with difficulty; your fleep is interrupted and 
heavy: and you ri(~ more fatigued, than when you lay <1o\vn to refi. 

I have already mentioned, that we had a detactment of the fifth rei!i
ment on board. They drefr.:d, bet()rc we arriyed at Kingfron. Eight 

days beforc we had feen the Indians painting their CF5 \\ ith lamp-black 
lwd rcd.-lead, and braiding their hair, to fix in it feathers or h011t'~' manc~. 

t, )1 lh I'll 
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dyed red or blue. This day we faw European foldiers plaftering thdt 
h~ir, or if they had none, their heads, "ith a thick \"hite mortar, which 
they laid on \;-ith a bru:Cn, and afterwards raked, like a garden-bed, with 
an iron comb; and then faftenin~ on their head a piece of wood, as large 
as the palm of the hand, and {haped like the bottom of an artichoke, 
to make a cadOf!all, which they filled 1,- ith the fame 'white mortar, and 

G • 

raked ill the f<llne manner, as the rcfi of their head-dreis. 
Thi~ is a brief -{ketch of the {pettacle, which theic foldiers exhibited to 

llS, the laft two hl)urs of our paiTage ; though their toilette was not exactly 
the (arne a~ that of the Indiana, yet they confulted their looking-glafs 
with the 1:1me anxious care. Thefe obfcryations are lefs intended to 
throw a ridicule on the drefs of foldiers, and the childifh attention paid 
to it in all countries, than to check the forwardnefs of thOle, who arc 
e,u ready to ridicule all manners and habits, which are not their own. 
The Indian favage "'ould be at a loiS, \\ hether to laugh more at the 
Turk, who covers his iliorn head with a turban, containing more or 
fewer folds in proportion to his rank and confcquence-at the women in 
the ifland of Melos, whofe petticoats fcarccly coyer half their thighs, 
\vhile their f1eeyes reach down to the ground-or at our belle's, who ten 
years ago confined their breafis and wai:!1: in huge frays, with falfe hips, 
and ilrutted along on high heels, and who now {crew up their waifi to 
the middle of their bofoms, tied round with a girdle, which looks more 
like a rope, than a {aih, wear their arms naked up to their ilioulders, and 
1>:-' means of tranfparent garments expofe every thing to \ iew, which for
merly the} thought themfclves obliged to conceal, and all this, forfooth, 
to refcmble Grecian ladies. 

Suuda.v, the l'2th rf July. 

"Vhen Ducks' Wands were about twenty miles a-fiern of us, the lake 
~rew more narrow, and the number of iflands encreafed. They feemed 
all to be ~'ell wooded, but are not inhabited, and lie nearly aU of them 
along the nght bank. On the left is Quenty Bay, which frretches about 
fifty mile!' into the country, and the banks of which are h'lid to be culti-

vated 
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vated Up to a confiderable extent. The eye dwells with plea{ure, once 
more, on culti\-ated ground. The country looks pleafant. The houfc:.; 
lie clofer, than in any of the new fettled parts of Upper Canada, which 
we ha\T hitherto traverfed. The variegated verdure of the corn-ficldo. 
embellifhes and enriches the profpetl:, charms the eye, and enchants the 
mind. In the back-ground ftands the city of Kingftoll, on the bay of the 
fame name, which the French, in imitation of the Indians, called Cada
rakwe. It confifts of about one hundred and twenty or one hundred and 
thirty houfes. The ground in the immediate yicinity of the city rifes 
,,,ith a gentk fwdl, and forms, from the lake onwards, as it were, an 
amphitheatre of lands, cleared, but not yet cu,ltiyated. None of the 
buildings are diftinguiihed by a more handfome appearance from the reft. 
The only ftructure, more confpicuous than the others, and in front of 

which the Engliih flag is hoificd, is the barracks, a ftone building, fur
rounded with pallifadoes. 

All the houfes ftand on the northern bank of the bay, which ftretches 
a mile farther intn the country. On the fouthern bank arc the build
ings belonging to the naval force, the wharfs, and the habitations of all 
the perions, who belong to that department. The King's fhips lie at 
anchor near thcfe buildin~" and confcquently have a harbour and road 
fcparate from the port for merchantmen. We landed at Port Royal. 
Howeyer killg{y \yere the commander and his fhip, he tooL our money. 
Governor Simcoe exprefsly defired us not to pay for our paiLgc, as the 

cutter was a King\ fhip, and he had amply fupplied us with provifion. 
But my friend Dupctitthouars, as well a. lTIyfelC "ere fa much difj),:afcd 
with the idea, of making this pa{Elgc at the Lxpcnce of the King of Eng
land, that ,,-e ventured to ort"l'f our m'll1cy t<! ('.lptain Earl. Offers of 

this kind are fLIdom rcfufl'd, nor did our, med with a denial. Yet, it is 

but juftice to add, that Captain Earl i, a \yorthy man, ci\-il, attcntin', 

cont1:antly on the dcck, apparently fond of his profeffion, and maftcr of hi, 
bufincJ;. 

No letter from Lord Dorchetter had yet arrived, and it was cx
~!'l'm\'l\" uncertain when it v>'auld arriyc. The calculation, made at 

r, n 2 Kingilon. 
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Kingfion, refpecting the probable time of the return of an anfwer, is Ids 
fa\'ourable than what they made at Niagara. We fhaIl, perhaps, be 
ohlie;cd to wait a week longer. How much time will be loft for our 
iuur~lcy, and why? Becaufe Governor Simcoe is not on good terms 
'with Lord Dorchefier; and becaufe he obferves the niceft punduality, 
from which, in contideration of the letters we brought with us, he 
might well have departed in this cafe. Our friend, Mr. Hammond, 
miO'ht haye faved us this unplea1imt delay, by writing fooner to Lora 

to 

Dorchefier, as I requeficd him to do. Unfortunately {uch accidents can-
not be forefeen. If they could, how many things fhould we alter in the 
courfe of our life? 'Ve mu:fl \\<lit. Patience, patience, and again pa
tience. 

Kingfion is the place, to which Lord Dorchefter wifhes, that General 
Simcoe fuould transfer the feat of government in Upper Canada. In 
this choice he is, perhaps, in a great meafure influenced by the advantage, 
which he would thus enjoy, of having all the troops, in cafe of an at
tack, in the vicinity of Quebec, which i~, in his opinion, the only tena
ble place in Lower Canada. He thinks, that if the feat of the govern
ment of Upper Canada were removed to Kingfion, YI-hich lies nearer to 
Quebec than any other place, the orders and news, which arrive from 
Europe, would reach this place with more rapidity and fafety, and would 
alfo be more rapidly circulated through the pnn-ince. He further ima
gines, that the naval ftore£, fent from Europe, would here be fafer, and 
that the refitting of fuips would be cheaper, and with more fecurity ef
feC"ftd in Kingfion, whither, at all times, they might_ be fent directly 
from Quebec, at leaft more expeditioul1y, than to any other place on the 
lake, where the inconvenience of a tedious and uncertain paflage muft be 
added to the expence for 1hifting the cargo on board of another ,"eifel. 

G,ove.rnor Simcoe, on the contrary, is of opinion, that by the aggregate 
of hIS arrangements, the defence of Upper Canada might be eafilyeffeCl:
ed, He adds, that the wealth of the country, "which he confiders as the 
neceffary refult of his projects, will attrad the enemy; and that if they 
fuould make themfelvcs maficrs of Upper Canada, it would be impoffiblc 

to 
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to diilodge them. He alfo obferves, that, in time of war, by the variou!'l 
means of navigation, confiderable parties might be eafily fent from Upper 
Canada to every point of the United States, even to Georgia; that 
Upper Canada is the key of the territories of the Indians; and that 

tht.:nce fuccours may be eafily fent to eyery part of Lower Canada, 
which, on the other hand, is not able to f-.:nd any to Upper Canada, at 
leaft not fo expeditioufly as circumftances might require. 

As to the more rapid circulation of orders and intelligence, and the 
earlier receipt of them, the Governor allows the truth of thefe allegations; 
but anf wers, that, from the vaft extent of Canada, it is extremely im
probable, that in cafe of its being peopled, this territory fhould be divided 
only into two governments. He adds, that the beft method of peopling 
{uch parts of Canada, as have hitherto been explored, would be, to en
courage the population of the two extremities, in which cafe, the prof
perity of the centre would be more eafily and rapidly attained. He fur
ther obferves, that, in fuch a cafe, Kingfron would become the capital of 
u new province; and that, in regard to the more difficult and more ex, 
penfive difrribution of fhips, no facility and favings, to bc obtained under 
this head, could balance the advantage of uniting in its centre the whole 
Laval force ftationed on the lake, and efpecially in a place, where it is 
moft drentially protected againft an attack. 

All men feek after reafons or pretenfions to enlarge the extent of their 
.mthority and power. Here, as eyery where eIfe, good and bad reafons 
arc alleged in fupport of a [y[tem, of a project, and efpecially of the in·· 
terefts of feIt:love. Yet power is alfo here, as e.-ery ,.,,-here eIfe, the heft, 
at leai1: the moft decifive of rea[ons; and if Lord Dorchefter fhould not 
be able to prevail upon the Britiih goyernment to declare Kingiton the 
carll-al of Upper Canada, he will, at leafr, prcycnt the fcat of government 
from being eftablil~1\:rl between the lakes Erie, Huron, and Ontario, ac

cording to the wiih of General Simcoe. As to the projctt of transferring 
it to York, he declares him1eIf in a manner by no means favourable to 
that city; and in this opinion he is joined by all the inhabitants of Kingf
ton, whofe difplealure at their city not becoming the capital of the pro-

vlllce 
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yincc i~ grcatlj illcreafed by the coniidcration, that, in confequence of this 
pr~jcc1, their town will ceafe to be the emporium of the fmall n~yal 
force ftationed on this la!te. The friends of Kip·gfron further allege agamft 

the project, and not \yithout reafon, that York is an unhealthy place, 
and will 10nO" remain fo from the nature of the ground, which feparates 

t"- ' 

the bay from the lake. 
Dupctitthouars, who is a zealous partizan of York, as far as he conii

ders it in the light of an efrabliihment for the navy, cannot help allow
ing, that it has the air of being an unhealthy place. General Simcoe 
apparently poifeffes the love and confidence of all the inhabitants and 
foldiers. But his projects are deemed too exteniive; and, aboye all, too 
coftly, in proportion to the advantages, which England is likely to reap 
from their being carried into effect. 

The merchants on the lake, whofe rapacity the Governor is endea

yourin~ to reftrain, lay great ftrefs on thefe two objections, and beftow 
much praife on Lord Dorchefter's profound wifdom and confummate 
abilities; while, hyother accounts, he was formerly an uie±lil man, but is 
now fuperannllated. 

Lord Dorchcitcr being an utter ftranger to me, I am altogethet un
qualified to judge of his abilities and talents. I am alfo unacquainted 
with the amount of the expence, which the execution of Goyernor Sim
cne's pL:ms may require, and with the refources which England may pof
fers to meet them. But I am clearly of opinion, that Great Britain can
not fail to reap iig:nal ad\-antages from his yiews and projects, if they 
lhould evcr be carried into ctIed; and that they compofe a complete 1)1-
km, \\hich, if properly puriued ;n all its parts, will do great credit to him, 
\, ho ihall cx,'cntc it. 

But, elt the fame time, an the information v,c here obtain on this fub-
;cCl: confirm" our op' n' t1 t G 1 S-·· . :1.. . '. v I lOn, 1a cnera Imcoe mccts vl1th much oppo-
11tlOn 111 Ls plans; that the jealoufy, which Lord Dorchefrer 1ho\v.:> in 

;c?a~d .to hill,: and whic~ is the natural rcfult of his age and temper of 
l~lllG, 1~ carefully kept al!n:, by thofe who hold places under him; and 
~tl<lt. with the exception of grants of land, and other m~ttcrs of goycrn-

ment, 
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me nt, in refpect to which the Gon:rnor is perfectly indq;cc1(lent, he can 
do and enact nothing without the confent of the Gm-ernor General. As 
t,) his rooted averfion "S"'cil1it the Americans, I han: heard it cenfured 
cyen by pri,-atc foldiers; but he is allo-.. '-ed by all to pOfTers military ta-
1~.:nt3. 

In relatin~ there particulars, which finifh the piCture of Iii" ilh:JI, I ha\-c 
no other object, but faithfulIy to dra\\ the cltclladcr of Governor Simcoe, 
\,110, being undoubtedly a man of iuperior aLilities and endO\nnents, de
(eryes to be known.-o,; 

Kingf1:on, conildereu as a town, is much inferior to ~e\\ark; the num
ber of houfes is nearly equal in both. Kingiton m~l:. contain a fny more 
buildings, but they arc neither [0 large nor fa goed "s at ~'~n\ark. Many 
of them are log-houfes, and thofe "V hich u,niift of joiner\; \\ork, arl' 

badly conftructcd and painted. But few ne\v houfes arc built. ~o 

town-hall, no court-haufe, and no prifi)n have hitherto been conitruc'ted. 
The houfes of two or three merchants arc comcniently iltuated for h,~,d
ing and unloading :fhips; but, in point of ftructure, thefe arc not better 
than the reft. Their trade chiefly confifl:s in peltry, which comes acrars 
the lake, and in proyiilon from Europe, with which thc;- :hlpply C pper 
C CllElda. They act as agents or eommiffloEc(s of thc Montreal Company, 
who hayc need of magazines in all places, 'shere their goous muft be un
ihipped. 

The trade of Kingfion, therefore, is not \'cr:, conilderable. The mer
chant fhips are only three in num1-,n, and ma;:c but clc\Cll '\') "~-t"; in a 
year. Ki!1;!i1:()11 i~ a ftaple port. h is iltuated twelve miles above that 
point of the river, which is e(ltlfidcf,-,:l as-the t'Xt:-cmil:} of the lake. Here 

arrive all the veiTcls, which fail up the ri \t:r of St. Lawrence, laden with 
praviuon brought in European fhips to Quebec. 

-:\' Governor Simcoe has fince left Upper Canada, and returned to r:!1~lan(!. whence he 
has been fent to St. Domingo. In that colony he has found no opportunity for di~i,L,\'
ing his military laients, but has endeavoured to cmb the r;]pacity of the {mall army in the 
Iny of Great BliLlin, and by this meritorious conduct excited the hatred bOlh of the 
t'rcnch and Engliih, who have gratified i~ in 'a dreadful manner.-Autl.or. 

The 
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The barracks are confrmcted on the fite of Fort Frontenac, which wac, 

built by the French, and lcwlled by the Engliih. .The latter built thef~ 
barracks about fix years ago. During the American ,',oar their troops 
'were confrantly ill motion; and, in later times, they were quartered in an 
ifland, ,,,hich -the French call We aux CheYreaux, (Goats' Hland) and 

"'
-hich the Enrrlifh haye named Carleton, after Lord Dorchefrer. Fort 

b 

Frontenac, which was liable to be attacked on all fides, would. anfwcr no 
oth<.:r purpofe but to protecc the fmall garri{on, which the Fr<.:nch kept 
there, again11: the attacks of the Indians and Engliih; a part of the garri
rifon ,,,as quartered in Cadankwl', for the protection of the French trade. 
Here .n.:rl'alfo built, by Mr. DE L.\SALLE, the firfr Frellch'jhips, which 
nayigated the lake. 

Kingfron {eems better fitted for a trading town than Newark, were it 
only for this reafon, that the :!hips, which arriyc at the latter place, and 
are freighted for Lake Erie, pars by the former, to fail again up the river 
~s far as Queen's Town, where the portage begins. Nor is its pofition 
equally adyantageous for iharing the trade in provifioll, ,vith which 
the lake may one day fupply Lower Canada, England, perhaps all Eu
rope, if Upper Canada fhould eyer an{wer the expectations entertained by 
Governor Simcoe. , 

Kingfron is, at prefcnt, the chief town of the middle difrrict of Upper 
Canada, the moft populous part of which is that fituated on Queen's 
Bay. This diihit.'1 not only produces the corn requifite for its own con
fumption, but alfo exports yearly about three or four thtmfand bu:!hcls. 
This grain, which, in winter, is com-eyed down the river on fledges, i:; 
bought by the merchants, who engage, on the arrival of the ihip~- ti'om 
Eur~pe, to pay its amount in fuch merchandize, as the fellers may 
reqUire The mer I, t, b thO . f' . . . .' clan s ~y IS gral11 or goYernment, wluch pays 
tor It, I~ ready money, accordmg to the market price at Montreal. The 
agent ot. goyernment cavIes a part to be ground into flour, which he fends 
to the different pofts in Upper Canada, where it is wanted; and the fur
pIllS he fends to England, probably with a view of raifing the importance 

of 
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of the colo~y in the efiimation of the mother-country. The price of 
fiour in Kingfion, is, at prefent, fix dollars per barrel. 

The difiricr of Kingfton fupplied, lafi year, the other parts vf Canad~ 
with large quantities of pea(e; the culture of \',hich, !ntroduccd but two 
years ago, proves very produtl:i\Ce and (uccef,ful. In t!iC comic of laft 
year, one thoufand barrels of faIt pork, of two hundred and ei~:ht pounds 
each, were (ent from Kingfion to Quebec; its price was eighteen dollar; 
per barrel. The whole trade is carried on by merchants, whofe profits 
are the more confiderable, as they fix the price of the provifion, which 
they receive from Europe, and eith~r fell in the yicinity, or 1hip for the 
remoter parts of Upper Canada, without the leafi competition, and jui1: 
as they think proper. 

Although the nnmber of cultiyators is here greater than in the difiric:l 
of Niagara, yet the vai1: quantity of land under culti,-ation is not better 
managed than theirs. The difficulty of procuring labourers obfirutl:s 
agr.icultur ... l improvements, and encoura.ges them to infift on enormous 
wages. 

The procefs of clearing woodlands is here the (arne, as all over Ame
rica. The hufbandmen harrow the cleared ground two, three, or four 
years fucceffively; during which time wheat is (own. Then they plough, 
but in a very imperfetl: manner, and fow peafe or oats, and again wheat, 
and fa on, according to the common routine. The land yields, in this 
frate, from twenty to ~hirty buihels per acre. 

Corn, for the winter, is fown from the beginning of Augui1: till the 
end of September. Snow falls generally in the latter days of Noyember, 
and 1'emains on the ground until the beginning of April. Under this 
cover the blade gets up remarkably well; the Corn ripens in JUly, and the 
harveft begins about the end of that month. For want of reapers, the 
fcythe is made ufe of, which cau(~s a great wafie of com, that cannot be 
h~ufed, and merely {en-~s for feeding pigs. Labourers, whofe common 
wages are from three to four fhillings (Halifax currency), are paid during 
the harveft at the rate of one dollar, or fix fhillings a day. Some farm~ 
,ers hire Canadians for two or three months, to whom they pay {even or 

00 e~t 
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eiO'ht dollars per month, and find them in victuals. It frequently hap
pe~ls, that there Canadians, who bind themfel ves by a written ~ontra8:~ 
meet with people offering them more money than they receIve from 
their maf1:ers, which not being allowed to accept~ they, of courf~ grow 
diffatisfied, and work negligently. They mufr be procured from the en
virons of Montreal. Farmers, who have no acquaintance in that coun
try, find it difficult to obtain them; and this difficulty deters many cul
tivators from recurring to that refource, from which they might eIfe de
live confiderable advantages. The harvefr work is therefore generally 
performed by the family: thus the houiing of the crops, though it pro
ceed flowly, is yet accomplifued; but the farmer has much additional 
trouble, and the lofs he fufl:ains, by his harvefr being Ids perfeCt, far ex
ceeds the few dollars, which he would have been obliged to fpend -in 
gathering in his crops in a more expeditious manner. The foil, which 
is but of a middling quality in the vicinity of-the town, is excellent about 
the bay; many farmers poifefs there to the number of one hundred and 
fifty acres of land, thoroughly cleared. 

The climate of America, efpecially that of Canada, encourages the im
prudence and covetoufnefs of the farmers. There is no danger here, as 
in Europe, of the hay rotting, and the grain being fpoiled by rains, if 
not fpeedily houfed. There fcldom paifes a day- without fun-fhine; the 
fky is feldom entirely, overcaft; it never rains but during thunder-frorms-, 
and this rain never continues longer than two hours. Grain i!l, befides, 
feldom liable here to blights, or any other kind of diieafe. 

The cattle are not fubjeCl: to contagious difrempers; they arenumer
ous, without being remarkably fine. The finru oxen are procured from 
Connecticut, at the price of feventy or eighty dollars a- yoke. Cows 
are brought either from the frate of New York, and thefe are the fineH; , 
or from Canada: the former cofr twenty, and the fatter fifteen dol
lars. Thde are {mall in fize, but, in the opinion of the fa'I'mers, better 
milch-cows, and are for this reafon preferred. There are no fine bulls in 
the country; and the generality of farmers are not {cnfible of the advan
tages to be deri \-ed from cattle of a fine breed. In fummer the cattle are 

turned 



BY THE DUKE DE LA nOCHEFOl'CAl'LT LIA~COL'RT. 2,':;3 

turned into the woods j in winter, that is, fix mont11s together, they are fcd 
on dry fodder, namely, with the thaw of .. vhcut, rye, orpcafe, and on mo1t: 
farms with hay cut on fwainpy ground, but by rich and prudent farmers 
with good hay.· The hay is frequently kept the whole winter within a 
fort of fence, covered with large branchc~. through ·which, howen:r, the 
fnow finds its way; but commonly it ;:~ preicn·ed in ricks badly made, and 
under Dutch hay-fheds. The mcado\ys yield to the quantity of four 
thoufand poun<1s per acre, but no aftercrop. There is no ready market 
at which a farmer can fell that part of his cheefe and butter, which is not 
wanted for the ufe of his family. Of cheefe and butter, therefore, no 
more is made, than the family need for their own con(umptioll. They 
generally begin in the firft days of May to make a provifion for the win
ter. Some tew farmers manufadurc coaric W')I)Jlens for their own cloth
ing; the more ufual way, however, is to buy the clothes. The t:trmcr I':: 
too bufy, has too little affifiance, and makes his calculatiom with too little 
judgment, to engage in fuch a multiplicity of labours. 

Sheep are more numerous here than in any part of the United States. 
which we have hitherto traverfed. They are either procured from Lower 
Canada, or the ft:ate of New York, and coft three dollars a head. They 
thrive in this country, but are high legged, and of a very indifferent fhape. 
Coarfe wool, when cleaned, coft:s two fhillings a pound. There are few or 
no. wolves, rattle-fnakes, or other noxious animals, in this country. 

The farmers make but little maple-fugar, though the woods aboul).d 
with the trees, from which it is procured. The Indians import about two 
or three thoufand pounds, and fell it to the retail traders for one fhilling 
a pound. Maple-fugar is prepared in much larger quantities in Lower 
Canada. The Canadians eat it here on bread, or make cakes of it, mixed 
up with flour of wheat, or Indian corn. On the maple-tree frequently 

_ crows a fort of knobs, or funguifes, of a very large fize. If thefe ex
ere(cences be torn from the tree, and dried in the fun, they form an excel
lent tinder, which the Indians and Canadians ufe to light their pipes. 
).ilotwithftanding the,great nwnber of pines, no refin has yet been ga-

O 0. 2 ther~d" 
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tl d T he culture of hemp and flax has been tried, but hitherto with .. lere . , , 
o~t fuccefs; the experiments, however, arc continued. 

The price of wheat is one dollar per bu!hel; laft year the price was 
much lower; but it has rifcn from the general failure of the harveft. 
Fire-'wood, delivered in the town,' cofts one dollar a cord; in winter It 18 

conveyed thither in fledges from all the i!1ands and banks of the river, 

which are covered with wood. -
The ri\'er freezes over at the diftance of twenty miles above Kingfton. 
The price of land is from two fhillings and fix-pence to one dollar per 

acre, if the twentieth part be cleared. This price rifes in proportion to 
the number of acres cleared of wood, though influenced by occafional 
circumfiances. 'Two hundred acres, one hundred and fifty of which 
were cleared, were very lately fold for one thoufand fix hundred dol
lars. The expence for cutting down all the large trees on an acre, and 
inclofing it with a fence as rude as in the United States, amounts to eight 

dollars. 
There is no regular market in Kingfron; every one provides himfelf 

with fre!h meat as well as he can, but frequently it cannot be had on any 
t.<erms. 

For this information I am c;hiefly indebted to Mr. STEWARD, curate 
in Kingfion, who cultivates himfe1f feventy acres, a part of two thoufand 
acres, which have been granted him as an American loyalift. He is a' nati,~ 
of Harrifburg in Pennfylvania, and feems to have zealouily embraced the 
royal caufe in the American war. Fifteen hundred pounds fterling, 
which he had placed in the American funds, have been confi.fcated. Al
though he continues warmly attached to the Britifh Monarch, yet he 
has bec~me more moderate in his political principles; he has pr~ferved 
{~,me fne~ds who cfp~ufcd th~ cauic of the Republic, among whom is 
Ll!h,oP.Vv HI:rE. of:hlladelphta. Mr. Steward is a man of much gene
ral 1I~form~tlO~1, n:lld, open, affable, and uniycrfally refpeCted; he i3 
~cr}' iangull1c 111 Ius expeCtation that the price of land will rife, and that 
I.e fhall then be enabled to portion out his numeroUS" children. ~ With-

out 
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out being a very fkilful farmer, he is perfealy acquainted with the details 
of agriculture, fa that I can place implicit confidence on his fiatements, 
the truth of which has alfo been confirmed by other hu!bandmen. 

The number of farmers is very fmall about Kingfton. By Mr. Stew
ard's report, the agreement between the land-owner and farmer is gene
rally made for their joint account, but not ahvays faithfully performed. 
From his havittg been impaleJ upon in fuch agreements, he leafed out 
laft year four hundred and thirty acres, which are fituated on the bay, 
and forty of which are cleared, for a yearly rent of one hundred and fifty 
bufhels of grain; on condition that, if <'-t the expiratfon of three years 
his tenant be defirous of acquiring the property of thefe lands, he muit 
pay him one thoufand dollars; in default whereot~ he is bound to quit 
the land, and will confequently lofe all the money and labour fpent in 
clearing the ground. 

The clergy of the Epifcopal church are the onTy minifiers in Upper 
Canada, who arc paid by government. The members of other religious 
{eas pay their paftors, if they choofe to have any. In the difiria of 
Kingfion are Baptifts, Prefbyterians, Roman Catholics, and Quakers; 
but they poffefs no building devoted to religious worfhip. Some of the 
inhabitants of Kingfion are American loyaliih; but the majority is com
pafed of Scots, Englifh, Irith, Germans, and Dutchmen. 

The emigration from the United States is not confiderable; during the 
lafi three or four years it has been very infignificant indeed, but gaim 
now, it is aficrted, a more promifing appearance. This intelligence, 
which we firfi received from people attached to the Englifh government, 
has fince been confirmed to us by a great many labourers. Thefe ncw
coloniits emigrate moft of them from the States of Connecticut, V ('1"

mont, and New Hampihire. The emigration from Cam-dato the Unite! 
States is far lefs confiderable. 

If any dependence might be placeG. on the report (,{ perfons, whl) 
arrived four years ago from the River Moha\\k, fuch f:l.milics, as ar,' 

(ufpeCled of an attachment to Great Britain, arc, in the U nited Statc~) 
looked upon rather with an evil eye ~ h~t perhap.-; they gi\:e out 11.1Ch 

rcp,)rt.:, 
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1 tl at they may meet with a better reception in the Britifh 
[eport:;, Inere y 1 

poiretlions. . 
The inhabitants of the diihiCt of Kingfton meddle frill lefs with poli~ 

tiC''' than the people of Newark. No newfpaper is printed in t~c to'\'~n ; 
that of Ne\\ uk is the only one publiihed in Upper Canada, wluch bell1g 
a mere imperfeCt extraCt from the Quebec Gazette, is here taken in by 
no one. I know but of two perfons who receive even the Quebec-paper. 
As to the interior of the country, no news penetrates into that quarter, 

a circumftance that excites there very little regret. 
In this difiriB: are fome fchools, but they are few ill number. The 

children are int1ruCted in reading and writing, and pay each a dollar a 
t-nonth. One of the mailers, fuperior to the refi in point of knowledge, 
taught Latin; but he has left the fchool, without being {ucceeded by 

another infiruCtor of the fame learning. 
There are yet but ycry few furgeons in this difiri8:; they, who 

a:iTume th.is appellation, contrive to get well paid for their trouble. 
Excepting intermittent fevers, which are rather frequent in Kingfion, 
the climate is very healthy. The houfes~ as ha5 already been obferved, 
are built of wood, for rca[ons which it is extremely difficult to di(cern. 
The town is feated on rocky ground; and not the fmaUeft houfe can be 
built without the foundation being excavated in a rock, a fQrt of frone 
which affords the twofold advantage of being eauly cut, and of growing 
hard, when expofed to the air, without cracking in the frofr. The in
habitants allow that, if bricklayers were procured even from Montreal 
(for there are none in this place), building with frone would be lefs ex. 
penuve than with wood. They grant that, in addition to the greater 
folidity of fuch buildings, they would afford more warmth in winter, 
and more coolnefs in {ummer; but habit is here, as elfewhere, mote 
powerful than reafon. Carpenters' wages amount to fixteen fhillings a 
day; labourers are equally fcarce in Newark, and confequently a,S bad 
and as dear. 

TIJis Jli1:riCt contains no paupers, and, of courfe,.there exifr no poor
rates; the taxes are managed in the fame manner as at Ncwark~ 

The 
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The roads at Kingfton are much the fame as at Newark; they are 
kept in good repair by ten days' labour, from which none of the inhabi
tants are excepted, all being obliged to work ten days at the roads. La
bouring people complain, and not without reafon, that this public bur
then has not been af'feffed in a manner more proportionate to the means 
of the inhabitants; and calculate, with fome degree of difcontent, that 
their ten days' labour is tantamount to a tax of twelve 'dollars and up
wards; for they muft alfo find their own victuals when they wor!, on the 
roads. 

There is but one church in Kingfton, and this, though vcry lately built, 
refembles a barn more than a church . 

. We had a letter from General Simcoe to the Commanding Officer in 
Kingfton, who, at our arrival, was Captain PARR, of the fixtieth regi
ment. Six hours after the detachment, commanded by that gentleman. 
was relieved by another of the fame regiment, under the orders of Major 
DOBSO~. This circumftance, however, d,id not prevent Captain Parr 
from giving us the moft obliging proofs of civility and kindnefs. He is 
a fon of the aged Governor of Nova Scotia. At firft he feems cold, 
grave, and referved; but his countenance brightens on a nearer acquaint
ance, and grO\vs mOre open, gay, and cheerful; he foon fell into an eafy 
familiarity of converfation, which ·was heightened during our dinner. 
His behaviour was entirely free from ceremony, and indicated that he 
was not difpleafed with our fociety. 

This dinner, which he gave to the newly arrived officers, forms for us 
a remarkable epocha. The. ingenuity of the Englifh in devifing toafts, 

. which are to be honoured with bumpers, is well known. To decline 
joining in fuch a toa:ft would be deemed uncivil; and, although it might 
be more advifeable to fubmit to this charge, than to contraCt a ficknds, 
yet fuch energy of character is feldom difplayed on the1c occafions. Un
willing to oppofe the general will, which becomes more imperious in 
proportion as heads grow warmer, you refort to flight deceptions ill 
the quantity you-drink, in hopes thus to avert the impending cataftrophe. 
But this time none 'of us, whether French or Englifh, had carried the 

deception 
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, t' rar enolwh and I was concerned to feel, the remainder of the occep Ion I, b ' 

evening, that I had taken too lively a part in the event of the two de-

tachments relieving each other. . " 
The fixtieth regiment, to which they belong, is the only reglme~t In 

the Englifh fen-icc, excepting the .guards, \-" hich confifrs of four bat.tahons. 
This recriment, which at the time of the war of 1757 was compciied only 

b . E 
of two battalions, was raifed in America, and as many foreIgners as ng-
li111men were enlifred. It was after,nnls augmented to four battalions, 
and was confidered, as in faCt it is frill in many refpeCts, as a foreign 
regiment. The firfr two battalions have never yet left America; the 
two others have been fiationed in Jerfey, Guernfey, and the Antilles. 
General AMHERST is colonel of this regiment". In point of duty, pro
motion, and command. the four battalions arc perfeCtly independent of 
each other.· 

The officers we have {een are well bred and extremely polite * * 
**** * ****** ***'*** * * 

The general opinion, in regard to Canada, is, that this country proves, 
at prefent, very burth~nfome to England, and will be frill more fo in fu
ture j and that, of confequence, Great Britain would coniult her true 
interefl: much better by. declaring Canada an independent country, than 
by preferving it an Englifh colony, at fo enormous an expence. The 
Canadians, fay they, will never be fincerely attached to England, fo 
that, if, in time of war, a militia were raifed, not half of them would 
take up arms againfl: America, and none perhaps againfl: France. The 
Britifh goverorneot commits, therefore, in their opinion, a grofs error,! 
in expending fuch vafl: fums in attempting to improve and prefcrve a 
country, which, fooner or later, is fure to fecede from Great Britain, and' 
which, did ·it remain faithful to the mother country, could not be of 
real fervice to it for any length of time. 

Thefe gentlemen further.a1fert, in direCt contradiCtion to General Sim
coe's opiniQn, that the majority of new fettIers of Upper Canada, wh~ 

1t On the death of Lord Amherft, His Royal Highnefs the Duke of York was ap
-point-ed Colonel of.1he fixtieth.regiment._Tranj1ator. 
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emigrate from the United States, and who are dteemed lo)'aliits, ,yould 
-certainly affifr thofe States, if they marched any troops into that countr::. 
I am not qualified to form a correct judgment 011 thefe opinions. which 
are perhaps mere effufions of the difpleafure of officers, obliged to fene at 

10 great a difrance fi-om Great Britain; '*' yet they appear to me not altn
gether defritute of foundation. But, however this may be, all the Ca
nadians, we have {cen, whether inhabitants of the ~ountry or failors, C011-

frantly expretTed the utmofr fatisfaction on mceting with us Frenchmen 
of old France, and evinced a degree of refpect and obligillgncf." to which 
we had long been unaccufromed. I cannot fay much on the character 
of this people; all who came under my obfervation were full of 1}liriL' 
aCl:iyc, :::;ayand merry. 

The royal navy is not yay formidable in this place; fix veiTcIs com
pofe the whole naval force, two of which are {mall gun-boats, which we 

faw at Niagara, and which are frationed at York. Two fmall fchooners 
of twelve guns, viz. the Onondago, in which we took our paiTflge, and 
the Mohawk, which is jufr finifhed; a fmall yacht of eighty tons, mount
ing fix guns, and laftly the Mifrafoga, of as many guns as the two fchoon
ers, which has lately been taken into dock to be repaired, form the reft 
of it. All thefe vefrels are built of timber freih cut down, and not feafoned, 
and for this reafOl'}, lail never longer than fix or eight years. To preferve 
them even to this time requires a thorough repair; they mufr be heaved 
down and caulked, which eofls at leaft from one thoufand to one thou
fand two hundred guineas. The expenee for building the largefr of them 
amounts to four thouiand guineas. This is an enormous price, and yet 

it is not fo high as on Lake Erie, whither all forts of naval flores mufr 
be fent from Kingfton, and where the price of labour is Hill higher. Th( 

* Whether the politica: opinions of the officers of the fixtieth regiment, aliuJed to 
by the Duke, be correctly fiated, mufi be left to thefe gentlemen tn explain. But 
the fuppofition, that Britifu officers, from a mere di{]ike to remote garrifons, i1lO11lc! 
-t:enfure adminiftration for not ahandoning a colony, which in the author's opinion i" 
II a bright jewel in the Britilh crown"-" an important conquefi," and the lufs of which 
appears to him" a public calamity," is an effufion of Gallic petulance, which fhould 
not pars unnoticed.-T,·o'!flaIQr. 
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timbers of the Miifa(oga, ,,'hich was built three years ago, are almoft all 
totten. It is fo cal)' to make provifion of fhip-timbcr for many years to' 
come, as this would require merely the felling of it, and that too at no great 
difiance ti·om the place where it is to be ufed, that it is difficult to account 
for this precaution not yet haYing been adopted. Two gun-boats, which 
are defiined by Governor Simcoe to ferve only in time of war, are at pre
knt on the fiod:s; but the carpenters, 'who work at them, arc but eight 
in number. The extent of the dilapidations and embezzlements, com
mitted at {o great a difrance from the mother-country, may be eafily con
ceiyed. In the courfe of lafi winter, a judicial enquiry into a charge of 
this nature was infiituted at Kingfron. The commiffioner of the navy,· 
and the principal fuip-wright, it was aiferted, had clearly colluded againft 
the King's interefi; but interefi and protettion are as powerful in the 
New World as in the Old :-for both the commiffioner and fhip-wright. 

continue in their places. 
Captain BOUCHETTE commands the naval force on Lake Onta

rio; and is at the head of all the marine cfiabliiliments, yet without 
the leafi po\ycr in money-matters. This gentleman poifelfes the confi,.. 
dence both of Lord Dorchcfier and Goyernor Simcoe; he is a Canadian, 
by birth, but entered the Britifu fervice, when Canada fell into the 
power of England. While ARNOLD and ~v10NTGOMERY were be:G.eging. 
Quebec, Lord Dorchefier, difguifed as a Canadian, fiole on board his 
Ihip into that city, on which occafion he difplayed much activity, intre
pidity and courage. It i" not at all a matter of furprife, that Lor.d Dor,
chefier fhould bear in mind this eminent fervice. By all accounts, he is 
altogether incorruptible, and an officer, wh@. treats his inferiors with 
great mildnds and jufrice. 

In regard to the pay of the royal marine force on Lake Ontario; a 
captain has ten ihilling' a Jay, a lieutenant fix, and a fecond lieutenant 
three fllillings and fixpcnce. The feamens' wages are eigh~ dollars per 
month. The mafrers of merchantmen have twcnty-fiv~ 'dollars, and 
t icc failors from nine to tcn dollars a month. . . 

Comll1()dorf' Bouchctte is among thofe, who moil: ftrenuoufly o;pofe 

the 
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the project of ~emoving to York the central point of the force on the
lake; but his family refide at King!1:on; and his lands are fituatcd ne,n 
that place. Such reafom are frequently of fuftlcient weight to determine 

political opinions. 
The defertion among the troops is not fo confiderable from Kingftun. 

as from the forts Of we go, St. John, Niagara, and D~troit; from all thole 
pofrs, in fhort, which lie nearer to the United States. Yet, it is pretty 
prevalent in all the garrifons of Britifh America. We were told by the 
officers, that the firfr two or three years after the arri \-aI of the regi
ment from Europe, no foldier deferts, but that envy and habit foon cor
rupt their mind. The difcipline appears to me more feycre in the Bri
tifh fervice, than it ever was in oms; the men are treated with lefs atten

tion and kindnefs. 
Several regiments employ the Indians to apprehend deferters. In ad

dition to the eight dollars, which are allowed by government for every 
deferter,bmught back to his regiment, the captains promife them eight 
dollars out of their private purfe, and infpirit them by fome glaffes of 
rum. Thefe Indians then enter the American territory, where they arc 
acquainted with every foot-path, every track, which they purfue with
out ever 10fing their way, and frequently fall in with the deferter, 
whom they frop, bind and bring back. If the defertcr, which is fre
quently the cafe, be atrended by inhabitants of the United States, the 
Indians make no attempt to frop him, but the Englifh officers place fuf
ficient confidence in the honefry of the Indians to filppofe, that they will 
not fuffer themfekes to be bribed either by money or rum, which the 
deferters might offer. 

The nearefr regular Indian habitations are forty miles difrant from 
King!1:on, and belong to the Mohawks. About the fame difrance from 
th.e town are alfo fome villages of the Miffafogas, and wandering tribes 
of the fame nation are conilantly rambling about the banks of the lake, 
pafs a few nights in one place and a few in another, erofs the ri\-er all 
the confines of the United States, and fiop in the iilands. Hunting 
.and fiihin.g are their only employments. They are the filthiefr of all 
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the Indians, I have hitherto feen, and have the molt fiupid 1-'lP':!r:J.llceo 

They are faid to live poorly, to be wicked and thievifh, and men, wo
men and children all given to drinking. The uncommon feveri ~y of the 
winter in this country occafions not the leaft alteration in their mode ~1f 
living. In their fmall canoes they carry with them fome rolls of the 
bark of foft birch *, which ferve to cover the huts, built in form of a 
cone, wherein they fleep, and which are fupported merely by [orne flight 
props, on which reft thefe porta.ble walls, that at the top leave a paffage 
for the fmoke. 

In the month of September the Indians bring wild rice to Kingfton~ 
, .. hich grows on the borders of the lake, efpecially on the American fide. 
Th~s plant, which loves marfhy ground, fucceeds there remarkably well. 
The Indians bring yearly from four to five hundred pounds of this rice, 
which feveral inhabitants of Kingfton purchafe for their own confumption. 
This rice is of a fmaller and darker grain than that, which comes from 
Carolina, Egypt, &c. but grows as white in the water, is of as good a fla
Your, and affords full as good nourifhment, as the latter. The culture of 
rice would be very ufeful in Europe for the fubfiftence of the poor, efpe
cially as in tho{e parts the frequent.ufe of it would not prove il~urious to 
health, which it certainly does in hot countries. 1Vild rice is {aid to be 
the fame plant, which in Canada is called wild oats (folIe ayoine). t 

The fame banks of Lake Ontario, where this wild rice grows, produce 
alfo a {pecies of hemp, which grows up to a confiderable height without 
the lcaft culture, and is apparently as ufdul as that, which is cultivated 
in France. It is ftronger, produces more i"eed, and its tranfplantation to. 
Europe "could probably be attended with beneficial refults . 

.. To beguil~ enllui, and e~oy a few hours longer the fociety of our 
fncnd, Captall1 Parr, we accompanied him to the diftance of fix miles 
from Kin:..:ilon. His detachment occupied feven vends, and he had one 
for himi'df. The foldiers were without exception as much intoxicated 

*' lletula lenta, Linn. called by the French inhabitants of Canada merifier -T .n 
1'1 k li ' . raJ!; •• 

t le Du e eerns. to be milinformed on this fubjetl:. The wild oat (avena fatua) 
l' .\ plant altogether different from wild ria, {oryza fylvefiris, Linn.)-TraIlJl. . 

as 
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as I ever faw any in the French fervice. On the day of their de

parture they were fcarcely able to row, which rendered our tour ex
tremely tedious. On our return; wind and current were againfr us, fo 
th~t we proceeded very flowly. Canadians rowed our boat, and accord
ing to their cufrom ceafed not a moment to fing. One of them fings a 
fong, which the refr repeat, and all row to the tune. The fangs are gay 
and merry, and frequently fomewhat more; they are only interrupted by 
the laugh they occafion. The Canadians, on all their tours on the water, 
no fooner take hold of the oars, than they begin to fing, from which they 
neycr ceafe until they lay the oars down again. You fancy yourfelf rc
moved into a province of France; and this illufion is fweet. Our whole 
day, from1ix o'clock in the morning until nine at night, was confumed 
in this tour. So much the better; a day is gone; for although the un

wearied politencfs of the officers afford us every day in Kingfron a, com
fortable dinner and agreeable fociety from four to eight o'clock in the 
evening, yet we cannot but feel much e1l1l1ti in a place, where no fort of 
amufement, nG well-informed man, and no books 1hortcn the long linger~ 

ing day. 
Our fituation.is extremely unpleafant, and might well render us me

lancholy, did we give up our mind to irkfome reflection. Mr. Guille
mard is gone to Montreal, with the Captain. He is perfectly right, for 
he would have iharcd in our wearinefs, without givin:,; us thc leaft reliet: 
He is a man of fuperior worth. The goodnefs of his heart, united to the 
charms of an enlightened mind, have long infpircd me with the frrongcfr 
attachment for him. His determination to lea\ e us gave me, therefore, 
the utmofr concern. 

After a hearty breakfafr, ferved· up at a place 10mewhat remote from 
the'troop, we took leave of Captain Parr. The place, where we brcak-

'fafred, belongs to Captain STORE, a native of Connecticut, captain in 
the militia of Upper Canada, a 10yalif1: and proprietor of ieven hundred, 

acres of land, by virtue of a grant of ' the Britifh government. He is 
owner of a {aw-miU, which is {ituatcd ,on the creek of Guanfignougua, 

,and has twom0verncnts, one of which works {(!Urtecn taws, and th~ 

other 
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other only one. The former may be widl3ned a~-d narrowed; but ~re
qut'ntly cannot work all at once, from the fize of the logs and the thlc~
ners of the boards. Vie faw thirteen faws going; a log, fifteen feet m 
length, 'was cut into boards in thirty-fcven minutes. The fame ~ower, 
which moves the raws. lifts alia, as it does near the falls of NIagara, 
the jogs on the jack. For the j~l\'inl of L)~s the Captain takes half 
the boards; the price of the latter is tlH~e ihilliu;;s for one hundred feet, 
if one inch in thicknefs, four ihillings and iixpence, if one inch and half, 
and fiye fuillings, if two inches. The fame boards, if only one inch 
thick, coft five fuillings in Kingfton. On the other fide of the creek, 
facing Dutchmill (this is the name of Captain Store's mill), ftands ano
ther mill, which belongs to Mr. JOH:SSO~, who ufes half the water of 
the creek. We viewed the latter only at a diHance from the fuore ; the 
wh01e profpeCl: is \yild, pleafing and romantic, and made me fincerely 
regret my unikiltulnefs in drawing. The land is here as good as at 
Kingtlon. 

Although a communication by land is opened between Montreal and 
King1lon, and though half the road is very good, yet the intercourfe be
tween thefe places is moftly carried on by water. The rapidity of the 
iheam does not prevent veifcls frorri being worked up the river, arid 
this tedious paifage is preferred to that by land, even for the troops. All 
the provifions, with which Canada is fupplied from Europe, are tranf
ported in the fame way; and the whole correfpondence is carried on by 
this conveyance, but in a manner extremely irregular; at times eight 
days clapfe even in fummer, without any yeifcl going up or coming 
do\'m thc lake. 

During'our long refidence in Upper Canada we had an opportunity of 
feeing a ,Canadian family, who were emigrating to the Illinois River. 
The huiband had examined the fettlement laft year, and was now re
moving thither \vith his whole family, confifring of his wife and four chil
?ren . all embark~d in a boat made of bark~ fifteen feet in length by three 
m WIdth. WhIle the parents were rowing at the head and item, the 
cilildren, excepting the oldeft, who was likewife rowing, were Jeated 

on 
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on mattreffcs or othereffe8:s; and thus they fang and purfued their 
'Voyage of at leafr one thoufand one hundred miles. 'Ve met them at 
Newark. They proceed along the banks of the lakes and rivers, lie fiill 
every night~make a fort of tents of their ilieets fupported by two poles, 
drefs their fupper, eat it, wrap themfelves up in their blankets until the 
morning, fet off at eight o' clock, fiop once a day to a meal, and then 
purfuc their voyage again until the evening. They generally advance 
from fifteen to twenty miles a day, but, when bad weather comes on, or 
they meet with rapids or other obfiru8:ions, which force them to go by 
land, thtir progrefs- is iliorter, and they frequently refi a- whole da),. 
Having fet out from Montreal, they came up Lake Ontario; thence 
they pafs Lake Erie, go up the Miami River, travel about :fix or fe,'ell 
miles by land, and then reach the TheakikiRiver, y\-hich empties itfelf into 
the Illinois"Qr embark on the Wabafu*, which communicates by feveral 
branches with the Illinois, and thus proceed to the fpot where they intend 
to fettle. N~w colonifis commonly form their fettlements on the banks 
of that river, and chiefly con:fifi of French Canadians. 

There is another way from Montreal to the Illinois, which is faid to be 
more frequented than the former;. namely, up the Ottawas River or 
Great River t to Nipiiling Lake, and thence by the French River to Lakc 
Huron. On this way you meet with thirty-fix places where the boats: 
are to be carried over land, which, however, are very fhort. From Lake 
Huron you proceed by the Straits of Michillimakkinak to Green Bay" 
thence by the Crocodile River, Roe Lake, and H.in::r Saxe, after a iliort· 
paffage over land toOuifconfing River, which empties itfelfinto the. Miili
ffippi, which you defcelld as far as the Illinuis, and thence go up this river. 
The way, juft pointed out, is much Jongcr than the other,. but is generall.\ 

.~ This beautiful ri\ er of the north-weft· territory is peculiarly celebrated on aCCOlJnt' 
of a copper mine on its northern bank, which is th.e richeft vtln of native copper that 
has hitherto been diiCovered;-TranJl. 

t The Duke feems mifiilformed as to the appellation of the Creat Ri\"cr, by w1]ich. 
,he Miami is meant in America, not the-Ottawas.-Trui:fi', 
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. d 1- ~"ll by t'he agent" of the fur-trade. On turning to t11C 
rreterrc , e peL El y . ." . 

1: 
..l tl',' the i"arne \\'ay whleh YOU travel from Montreal as far 

'wei waru, 115 IS ,J 

the Straits of Michillimakkinak, which you leave 011 the left,. to reach, 
Lake Superiour, on which you proceed to the great carrymg place., 

thence to the Lake of the Woods, and fo on. 
The iettl~ment on the Illinois is a large depot for the fur-trade; nay, 

it is the 1aft principal faCtory in that direCtion, the chief magazine of 
which is at Fort Michillimakkinak; but the agents travel one hundred 

.miles farther and traffic even with the Indians of Louifiana. 
This traffic is chiefly carried on with rum, but alfo with guns, gun

powder. balls, blankeb. {mall coral collars, {mall {llver buckles, bracelets, 
and ear-rings, which arc all worn by the Indian" in proportion as they 

are more or Ids rich. 
The common ftandard, by which the Indians cfiimate ,the value of 

their peltry, is the beaver-fkin i {o many cat-ikins are worth one beaver
ikin; bucUes, guns, or a certain quantity of rum, are worth one or two 
beaver-frins, or perhaps only a part of one. The traders generally give 
the Indians in fummer a part of the articles they want on credit; but the 
frins they take in exchange are fold at fa low a price, and the provifion 
they fell rated {o high, that they can well afford to give credit, the more 
fa as the Indians are, in general, pretty punctual in fulfilling their engage
ments. The{e Indians hunt, live in families rather than in trib:s, and 
are, by all account~, diftingufued by the {arne vices, the fame qualities, 
and the {arne manners, as thofe we have had an opportunity of obferving 
in the vicinity of the lakes. 

The trade in thefe parts is carried on not by the HuMan's Bay Com
pany, but by two or three hou[es in Montreal, efpecialiy by Mr. TODE, 
to whom I am indebted for the communication of thefe particulars. 
Th' ~\~:{fouri 1tivcr alone has hitherto been -{hut up againft foreign traders 
by the St' .. hUS, who have there a fort. Befides the Canadian habita
tions, which ftand along the banks of the Illinois either {cattered or 
<!l:e ',,~d in villages and towns, the Illinois Town contains about three 
thouz.ad inhabitants. There are alfo fame Canadians, who refide among 

the 
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the Indians, and live exactly as they do. All thefe fettlements are in the 
north-weft territory, belonging to the United States; for that part of the 
banks of the Milfouri, which appertains to Spain, is not inhabited, ex
cepting St. Louis and St. Genevieve, for eighty miles from New Orleans, 

and but very thinly peopled beyond this. 
Such peltry as is exported in the courfe of trade is conveyed to Mont

real by the fame way \,yhich the traders travel to thefe points. The 
mouth of the Miffiffippi, which by the new treaty with Spain has been 
ceded to the Americans *, and the friendly manner in which the Spa
nifu Governor favours this branch of commerce, procure their trade a more 
expeditious and lefs expenfiyc outlet, fo that in this \\ay the expence 
has been lelfened one-tenth. By the fame ",.:ay furs can be tranfmit
ted either to the United States or to any part of Europe, as the mer
chant choofes, "hile all peltry, which reaches Montrcal, by the Eng
lifh laws can be fent only to Great Britain. The provifion to be ex
changed for thefe article:> may alia be bought in the cheapeft market, 
and, confequently, at a much lower rate than in Montreal, where the 
cxhorbitant duty on all merchandize, landed in Canada, and which, 
moreover, Great Britain alone has a right to import, raifes their price in 
an enormous degree. 

The furs in the whole of this country are of an inferior quality, if com
pared with the peltry of thofe parts which are fituated north of the lakes, 
where the Hudfan's Bay Company alone carries on this trade. By Mr. 
Tode's account you may travel, in an eafy manner, from Montreal to the 
Illinois in fifteen days, and from the Illinois to NewOrleans in twenty. The 

navigation of the Miffiffippi is good, but requires great prudence and at
tention, on account of the rapidity of the ftream, and the great number of 
trunks of trees with which its bed is filled in feveral places. The whole 

country, through which it flows, is extremely fertile and delightful. 

< By the treaty of 1796, between the United States and Spain, the former obtained the 
free navigation of the l\Jiffiffippi, but, not the ceffion of the mouth or rather mouths of 
the river.-Tyanjl. 

Qq On. 



:298 TlU VELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 

On Wcdnefday the 22d of July arrived the long-expeCled anJwer from 
Lord Dorchdtcr. It was of a nature to frrike m with amazement-a (c)

lernn prohibition, drawn up in the ufual form, againfr coming to Lower 
Canada. It was impoffible to expect any thing of that kind. Mr. 
Hammond, the Englifh Minifrer to the United States, had invited us 
himfclf to viftt Canada, and removed the difficulties, which, from the 
report of other Englifhmen, I apprehended on the part of the Governor
general; by atfuring me, that Lord Dorchefrer had requefred him to take 
it for the future entirely upon himfelC to grant pafTports for Lower Ca
nada, as he knew better than the Governor-general the travellers who 
came from the United States; and that the letters which he fhould gin: 
me would, without previoufiy concerting "ith Lord Dorchefrer, fecure 
me from all unpleafant incidents. I could not, therefore, entertain the 
leaft apprehenfion of a refufal, as I had not the fmalleft reafon to fup
pofe that Mr. Hammond, who had loaded me with civilities, would hayc 
deceived me on this fubjetl:. 

But his Excellency had been pleafed to order his Secretary to fend me 
an order of baniiliment, which he had not even taken the trouble to :lign. 
The.'- told me, by way of confulation, that his Excellency was rather 
weak of intelleCl, that he did not do any thing himfelC &c.; that fome 
emigrated French prieft might have played me this trick by his influence 
over his Lordfhip's fecretary or his mifrrefs ;-and well may this be the 
cafe; for, though, Heaven be thanked! I have never injured anyone, yet 
I find conftantly people in my way, who endeavour to injure me. But, 
be this as it may, a refolution mufr be taken, and the befr of any is, to 
laugh at the difappointment. May it be the only, or at leafr the moft 
ferious frufrration of my hopes, which yet awaits ~e. 

On my arrival in Canada, my Grace was overwhelmed with honours, 
attended b ffi I' d yo cers, comp Imente and reverenced wherever I made my 
appearance; and now-banifhed from the fame country like a mif
ereant! 

" Et je n' at merite 
" Ni eet exces d'honneur ni eeUe indignite." 

On 
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On {uch occafions, as in many other fituations - in life, we ought to 
call to mind, that our own {entiments and feelings can alone honour or 
degrade us, and that confcious reCl:itude exalts us above all villains, great 
and low, above all fools, and all tatlers. 

My eagernefs to quit the Englifh poffeffions as foon as poffible, after 
the receipt of this letter, will be eauly conceived; though, upon the 
whole, I cannot too often repeat, that the civilities fhewn us by the 
Englifh officers at Kingftoll, as well as Niagara, defervc our warmefi 
praife. 

Major DOBSON being fenfible of the neceffity of our leaving Canada 
with the utmoft fpeed, affifted us with true and fincere politenefs, but 
for which we fhould not have been able to attain our end fo foon as we 
wifhed; for, generally, no veifel fails from Kingfton to the American 
coaft except twice a year. He lent us his own barge, on board of which 
we embarked, four hours after the receipt of the Secretary's letter, for 
the United States, where no commandant. no governor, no minifter, en
joys the right of offending honeft men with impunity. 

We fhaped our courfe tor Ofwego, where we hoped to meet with an 
opportunity of a fpeedy paffage for Albany. The four foldiers, who com
pofed our crew, were intoxicated to fuch a degre~, that the firft day we 
fcarcely made fifteen miles, though we failed twelve of them. Mr. Le
moine, the officer who commanded them, made them pay dear for the 
delay of the preceding day, by obliging them to row this day at leaft 
fifty-five miles. We left, at four o'clock in the morning. the long il1and 
where we paffed the night. A heavy fall of rain had wetted us through 
to the :!kin; the wind had defiroyed the flight covering we had made of 
branches of trees; the mufquitoes had nearly devoured us; in fhort, \ve 
had fcarcdy enjoyed a moment's reft. But the weather cleared up; the 
morning grew fine; and we {oon forgot the fufferings of the preced

ing night. 
We reached Of we go at half paft eight in the evening, having fcaredy 

ftopped an hour in the whole courfe of the day. This paffage is feldom 
Q q :2 \ effeCl:ed 
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effecl:ed in te1s than two days; but inftead of coafting along the {hore, 

we ftretched from the place where we breakfafted ihaigh~ over t~ Of
wego, without approaching the land; an undertaking, whIch, but tor the 
fairnefs of the weather, might have proved extremely hazardous. 

Previous to our departure, we enjoyed the fatisfaction of hearing the 
report of Admiral Hotham's fecond victory in the Mediterranean, and of 
the capture or deftrucl:ion of four French fhips, with fifteen thoufand 
land-troops on board, deftined for Codica, contradicted by an officer, who 
arrived from Quebec. This aCtion had been fo frequently alleged to 
us, as a proof of the immenfe fuperiority of Englifh ihips over the 
French, that we felt extremely happy on finding the ·whole report vanifh 

like a dream. 
The reftoration of tranquillity and order in om country depends, at 

this time, more than ever on the fucceifes of the French.-May they be 
as complete as I willi. Good God, what would have become of us, if 
Great Britain and her allies fhould prove victorious! I am free-Heaven 
be thanked !-from the rage againft the Engliih nation, which poifdles fo 
many Frcnchmen, and cannot be juftified by the ftill fiercer rage of fome 
Englithmen againft the French. The Englifh are a gallant and great na-
tion '; I with they might be fincereIy allied ·with France- '" ;\0 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * ~ * 
Ofwego is one of the pofts, which Great Britain has hitherto retained, 

in open violation of the treaty of peace, though ihe will be obliged to 
deliver it up to the United States, in the courfe of next ycar. It is a 
miferable fort, which, in the year 178:.?, was built at a confiderable ex
pence by General HALDDIAN, at that time Governor of Canada. The 
river Oiwego, at the mouth of which the fort is feated, is at prefent al
mofi the only coutie for American vdTels to Lake Ontario. The fort is 
in a ruinous fiate; one fingle baftion, out of five, which form the whole 
of th~ fortifications, is kept in bctter repair than the reft, and might ferve 
as a CItadel, to defend for fome time the other works, indefenfible by any 
other means. The prefent garrifon confifts of two officers and thirt 
men, under whofe protection a cuftomhoufe-officer fearches all the vel-

{cIs, 
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fels, which fail up or down the river. It is not lawful to import any 
other articles from the United States into Canada, but grain, flour, cat
tle, and provifion, and no commodities are fuffered to be exported to 
the United States, without exprefs permi11ion from the Governor of U p
per Canada; nay, this prohibition extends even to perfons, who, if they 
intended to proceed to that country without fuch permiffion, would be 
imprifoned. As to the prohibited exports in merchandize, they are con
fifcated, without exception, for the benefit of the cuftomhoufe-officer, 
by whom they are feized. This naturally prompts his zeal, and increafcs 
his attention; but there are fo many points along the coaft, where the 
contraband trade can be carried on, that it will hardly be attempted in 
this place, where the Americans are fure to encounter fo many difficul
ties and obftruC1:ions. Yet fome veiTels, now and then, nip out, under 
favour of the night. Two or three, which failed in the attempt, were 
laft year taken and condemned. The large income of the receiver of 
cuftoms, placed here three years ago, has hitherto been confined to thefe 
perquifites. Americans, who from an ignorance of the feverity and lati
tude with which Englifh prohibitions are enforced, have a larger quan
tity of provifion on board, than the rigour of the Englifh law permits, 
frequently fee the furplus confifcated to the augmentation of the cuf
toms, which, if exa8ed by lefs delicate hands than thofe of the prefent 
receiYer, might be carried to a much larger amount. 

This officer is called Intendant General: a fine title, which ornaments 
a ftation, that, in fact, knows no fuperiors, but has alfo no inferiors, ex
cepting a director, who refides at Niagara. The intendant general has 
not even a fecretary. His pay is ten fhillings a day, and a ration, which 
is eftimated at two. He receives his pay all the year round, though the 

navigation of the lake is entirely interrupted for five months, and he him
felf is feven months abfent from Of we go. Decorated with fuch a title, 
and furnifhed with fuch an income, he will hardly be fuppofed to tranf
act himfelf the trifling bufinefs of his place. This is entrufted to a non

commiffioned officer, who makes his report. This is figned by the in
tendant general, who, in cafe of abfence from the fort, leaves blanks 

figned 
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{igned 011 his table. This permit, which authorizes all "~iTels b~und for 

Canada, to proceed thither, mufr alfo be figned by the command~~g offi
cer, for which every ve{1el pays three-fourths of a dollar. For fatl1l1g up 

the lake a verbal permit is given gratis. 
The pre[ent intendant general is an interefri~g young man, ~f. ~he 

name of MAc-DoN ALD, who, in addition to hIs talents and abIlItIes, 

po{[e{[es all the peculiar merits, f()r which his family has long been di1: 

tinguifhed in Canada. They came ii'om Scotland, and fettled here about 
t" cnty years ago. Mr. Mac-Donald ferved as an officer in the American 
war. He is nmy on half-pay; his brothers hold commiffions in a Cana

dian reO'iment lately raifed, and one of the~ is fipeaker of the houfe of re-
b ' .; 

prefentati yes of Upper Canada. 
A man of Mr. Mac-Donald's extraction, in France, would injure his cha

-ratter, in the public opinion, by accepting a place in the cufroms. In Eng
land they know better. There, no injurious idea attaches to any profef
{ion, which concurs in the execution of the laws; and no blame -attaches 
to a nobleman for holding a place in the commiffion of the cuiloms, or 
turning merchant. He is, on the contrary, refpected as much as if he 
belonged to the church, the army, or the navy, or were placed in any other 
honourable {ituation. Yet, if public opinion were altogether founded on 
juft .and reafonable principles, it fhould frigmatize all penons, who hold 
{inc cures "ithout any ufeful employment, and prefs confequently as 
dead burthens on the State. This, hO'wever, is not the cafe in England. 

The number uf veifels, which afcend and defcend the Of we go during 
the {even months, the na\-igation is open, amounts to about thirty a 

month. By Mr. Mac-Donald's account far the greater number of 
them carry new fettlers to Upper Canada, at which I am not afronifhed, 
it being a certain fact, that the emigration from the United States to 
Canada is far more con{iderable, than from the lattcr to the former 
country. 

Fort Ofwego is the only fettlement on the banks of the lake betwcen 
Kingfron and Niagara, excepting Great Sodus, ~here Captain Williamfon 
forms one, and which bids tair, as has already been obferved, to become 

very 
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very profperous; it is thirty miles ditto.nt from the furt. Twelve miles 
behind Of we go, ftands, on the river, the firft: American fettlement. This 
fort muft therefore fuift (or itfelt~ The otficers hunt, read, and drink; 
and the privates do duty, are difpleafed with their fituation, and defert. 
For this reafon the oldefr foldiers are felct.'tcd for the garrii;l:1 of O(wego; 
and yet, though le[s open to temptation, the;: defert to the United States. 
This fort, which lies too remote for any C(;r.lll1unication \\ith foreign 
countries, is for five months together completely CLlt off from the reft of 
the world; the fnow lying then fa deep, that it is impo[tible ta go abroad 
but in {now-fuoes. A furgeon, who has feven fhillings and fix pence a 

day, augments the company in Of we go. The gentleman, who fills this 
place at prefent, contributes much to heighten the plcafure of the faciety. 
by {ubmitting to be the general butt of railleries and jcfts. 

The neareft Indian habitations are forty miles dif1:ant fi-om O[wego; 
and yet there is an Indian interpreter appointed at this fort, who has 
three fuillings and fixpence a day and a ration. He was employed during 
the laft war. In other places his appointment might carry at leaft fome 
appearance of utility; but here he is paid without having any employ
ment. The commanding officer has five ihillings a day in addition to 
the pay he enjoys by virtue of his commiffion; he keeps oxen, cows, 
ilieep, fowls, &c. which, as a permanent ftock, one commanding officer 
leaves to his fucccffor at a fettled price. 

The gardens are numerous, and beautiful, in the vicinity of the fort; 
the lake as well as the river abounds with fith; the chace procures plenty 
of game. The officers, therefore, live well in this wildernefs, which they 
call Botany Bay, and yet wiih to wrefr from the Americans. We ex
perienced from all of them a very kind reception. 

The land in the neighbourhood of Of we go is ITry indifferent; the 
trees are of a middling growth, and the wood-lands have a poor appear
ance. 

As fate would not permit me to {ee Lower Canada, I thall here throw 
together {orne particulars, I had colleaed refpeaing that country. I 
counted on certifymg and arranging them on the fpot; and although I have 

not 
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not been able to do this, yet they fhall not be loft, either to myiclf or 

my friends. . 
The people of Canada pofTefs the French natIOnal character.; they are 

actire, braye, and induftrious; they undergo the feverefr tolls, endure 
hardfhips with fortitude, and confole and comfort themfelves with 

fmoaking, laughing and finging; they are pleafcd with every thing, and 
checked and difpirited by nothing, neither by the length, or exceffive 
fatigue of a journey, nor by the bad quality of their food, if their fpirits 

be kept up by plea(antries and jcfts. They are employed in all w)::agr:s. 

At the beginning of fpring they are called together from the dif
ferent diftriCl:s of both proyinces, either for the King's fervice, or 
that of trade. The people, employed in this manner, refide about 
Montreal, and fome miles lower down, as far as Quebec. Several of 
them liYe in Montreal, where they carryon a trade, which occu

pies them in winter. Their own inclination and tafte invite them t'J 
this active and roYing mode of life. Some of them are farmers, who 
leave the houfing of the harveft to their wives and neighbours; others 
are artizans, who fhut up their fhops and depart. We met rome of 
them, who -wcre tanners, faddlers, butchers, joiners, &c. and who by all 
accounts were yery good workmen. They leaye their country for a 
{ummel', for one year or more, according to the work, which they are 
called to perform; and fometimes only for a fhort voyage. In the King's 
{en-ice they arc employed in working the fhips from :Montreal, or rather 
?hina, which is thrce miles nearer, up to Kingi1:on. This pafTage, which 
IS rendered extremely troublefome by the numerous rapids in the river, 
takes up nine days. more or Ids, the back pailage only three days, and 

the l~di~g and unlading at leaft one. For this 'Voyage they receive two 
Lams d o:s and are found in viauals; if not employed in actual fervice, 
they receive no pay. They now begin to fcrve as failors on board the 
fhipping on .the lake. Commodore Bouchette is much pleafed with 
them. TheIr wages amount to nine dollars a month both on board the 
King·s fhips, and in merchantmen, engaged in the fur-trade. 

:Ylr. MACKEXZIE was attended by {eyeral of them on his travels to 

the 
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the South Sea; he brings thcm back with him from a journey, which, 
it was fuppo[ed, would extend as far as the former, but which he intends 

to terminate <\t thc" Iafr f~ctory; By the account qf the Englii11 thcm
felves,who do not' like them, they are the'befr rowers, extremely dexte

r'(lUS in extric"ating themfclves from difficulties, inurcd to labour, and 

very fober, though at times they are apt to drink rum rather too freely. 
In this cafe their gaiety grmn noify, while the Englilh in a fimilar fitua
tiOll frequently grow fad and melancholy. 

There cxifr few people, among whom crimes arc Ids frequent, than 
among the Canadians; murders are neyer committed, and thefts very 
fcldom; yet the people in gencral arc ignorant. But this dcfed is to be 
imputed Ids to the people, than thc government, "\"hofe fyfrem it is to 
(herdh and prclcrve this ignorance. No colleges have yet been efra

blifhed in Canada; and the fchools arc very few in number. Hence it is, 
that the education eYen of thl;: richdl: Canadians is much neglected; but 

few of them \\rite with any tolerable correctnefs of fpelling, and a frill 

flnaller numba poffers any knowledge, though fome of them hold feats 
in the Legiflatin: Council of the province. I mufr, however, mention, 
that I have received this information from Englifhmen, whore accounts 
of thc Canadians ddcrve but littlc crcdit, from the mofr prominent fea
ture of their national character confifring in a warm attachment to 

France, which on en:r)" occafion they dii}llay more or lefs, according to 
the clafs of fociety, to \.hich thcy belong, and to tIle extent of their 
wifhes and expectations, relativc to the Britilh government. 

I hayc already obfen"ed, that all the families in Canada have retained 

the French manners and cufroms; that but very few Canadians, perhap:" 
not one in a hundred, underfrand the Engliih tongue; that they will not 

learn it, and that none of thofe, \,ho underHand that lan rrua1!e. ",ill 
.::> 0 

talk it, except thofe, who from the nature of their employments have a 

confrant intercourfc with thc military. 

The Britilh government has, fince the conqudt, from a filly at1cda
tion, changed the names of tIle towns, ifLmds, ri.er'. nay of thc finalldt 

R r crerk~ 
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creeks. But the Canadians make no ufe of thefe new appellations, but 
either from affectation or habit retain the ancient French names. 

Many members of the AiTembly, as well as of the Legitlative Council 
of Lower Canada, are French inhabitants of Canada; the debates arc car
ried on there in the French and Englifh languages; the fpeech of the 
French member is immediately trantlated into Englifh, and of the Engliih 

into French. 
The inveterate hatred of the Engliih againft the French, which is at 

once fo ridiculous, fo abfurd, and fo humiliating for the people, infomuch 
as it proves them to be mere tools of the ambition of their miniftry-this 
hatred, which the lights, diffufed through both countries, and the fre
quent intercourfe between the two nations, had nearly deftroyed in Eu
rope, before the French revolution broke out, has not abated here in the 
fame degree. No Canadian has juft grounds of complaint againft the 
Britiih government; the inhabitants of Canada acknowledge unani
moufiy, that they are better treated than under the ancient French go
vernment; but they love the French, forget them not, long after them, 
hope for their arrival, will always love them, and betray thefe feelings 
too frequently and in too frank a manner, not to incur the difpleafure 
of the Engliih, who eyen in Europe have not yet made an equal pro
grefs with us in difcarding the abfilTd prejudices of one people againft 
allother. 

When Lord Dorchefier, at the appearance of a war with the United 
States, tried lafi year to embody the militia in Canada, he met every
where with remonfirances againfi this meafure. A great number of Ca
nadians refufed to enlifi at all; others declared openly, "that if they 
were to act againfi the Americans, they would certainly march in de
fence of their country, but that againfr the French they ihould not 
march, becaufe they would not fight againft their brethren." Thefe de
clarations and profeffions, communicated to me by Englifu officers, and 
of confequence unquefiionably true, were not the effeCts of Jacobin in
t;igues; for, it i~ aiTeIted, that at that very period the emiffaries of the 

Convention 
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Convention complained of the character of the Canadians being averfe 
to an infurredion; but they are the natural refults of their attachment to 
France, which neither time, nor the mildnefs of the Engliih adminiftra
tion has hitherto been able to extirpate. The notions of liberty and in
dependence are, from their political fituation, foreign to their minds. 
They pay no taxes, liyc well, at an eafy rate, and in plenty; within the 
compa1s of their comprehcnfion they cannot wiih for any other good. 
They are fo little acquainted ,vith the principles of liberty, that it has coil: 
a great deal ;1' trouble to dtabliih juries in their country; they oppofe the 
introduCl:ion of the trial by juries, and in civil caufes thefe are not yet in 
ufe. Hut they love France; this beloved country engages ftill their af
feCl:ion. In their eftimation, a Frenchman is a being far fupcrior to an 
Engliihman. Thc French are the firft nation on earth; becaufe, attacked 
by all Europe, they have rcplllfcd and defeated all Europe. The Cana
dians confider themfelves as Frenchmen; they call themfelves fo; France 
is their native land. The1e fentiments and feelings cannot but be highly 
valued by a Frenchman, who muft love and refpett the good people of 
Canada. But, it will be eafily conceived, that they difpleafe the Eng
liih, who frequently difplay their ill-humour, efpecially the fpirited and 
impatient Britiih officers, by dcfpifing and abufing the Canadians. "The 
French," fay they, " beat them, ftarved them, and put them into irons; 
they ihould therefore be treated by us in the fame manner." Such are 
the opinions on this amiable and liberal-minded people, which you hear 
delivered during an Englifh repafr; feveral times have I heard them with 
indignation. People of more prudence and referve, it is true, do not pro
fefs thefe fentiments in the fame rafh and public manner; but they en
tertain them, and the people of Canada know full well, that fuch are, in 
regard to them, the fentiments of the generality of Englifhmen. 

Lower Canada, which pays no more taxes than Upper Canada, has of 
late been obliged to raife a yearly contribution of five thoufand pounds 
frerling, to meet the public expence for the adminiftration of jufrice, le
giflature, and other items in this province. This contribution or impoft 
is laid on wine, brandy and other ~rticles of luxury; it is raifed as an ex-
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c!fe, and eontequent1,Y is an indirect tax, but little burthenfome fr~m it:' 
amount, as well as (rom the mode in which it is raifed; and yet it ha:::: 
excited much difcontent and difpleafure againfr the reprefentatives, who 

fanCl:ioned it by their confent. 
This is an outline of the fentiments, "which prevail among the people 

of Canada, and which I :!hould have more cl01Cly examined, had I been 
permitted to viut Lower Canada. I have been al1ured, that Lord Dor
chefter, in confequence of the refufal of the Canadians, to be embodied 
in regiments, deured laft year to return to England. Whether this b .. ~ 
the true motive of his delire to refign, "\vhich is a certain fact, I know 
not. His difpleafure may alfo, perhaps, have been excited by the 
marked difapprobation of the Engli1h minifrry, reii)ecring his addrefs t() 
the Indian nation. However this may be, his refignation has not been 
accepted. Lord Dorchefter, from his conftant good and kind demean
our to the Canadians, imagined he was beloved by that nation; his ad
miniftration has throughout been marked \yith mildnefs and jufrice; he 
has fupported the new conftitution; he loves the Canadians, but his felf .. 
love as well as patriotifm and national pride have been much humbled by 
the fcntiments, difplayed bft year by the people of Canada. 

I have already mentioned a con"erfation, in the courfc of which fevend 
officers deli\-cred it as their opinion, that it "'would be for the intereft of 
Great Britain to gi\'e up Canada. This is tIte t;cl1cral opinic,n of all En;;
lifhmen, who reude in this country, exceptin,l!" fuch as on account of 
their fiations and emoluments hold a different language. They, who fhan.: 
in the government and adminiihation of Canada, the Englifll merchants 
and families, who ha\'e long'refided here, are far from profdling thefe 
principles, from a conviCl:ion, that in the proce1s of time Great Britain 
will reap confiderable benefits from the pol1effion of Canada. Thde are 
not the ideas which I entertain on this :!ubjecr, coniidcring either the 
extent or the nature and complexion of the EnO'liih adminiitration and 

. b 

government m this part of the globe. I conceiYe, that the enormous 
cxpence, in~urred by Great Britain, is abfolutcly unnecdfary, and that 
the ftate of mdependence, in which the endeayours to keep Canada, does 

not: 
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not afFord th~ greatefr and mofr permanent advantage fhe might derive 
from that country. 

What would be {aid of a minifrry, which would attempt to convince 
England, that the proceeds of her trade and extenilve navigation to Ca
nada fall much fhort of her yearly expenee to maintain hcr{clf in the po{
feffion of that colony, and propofe to the Britifh cabinet, to declare it 
independent, to affifr it with {ubfidies the firfr ),em, and immediately to. 
conclude with the Canadian government a treaty of amity and com
merce? Such a minifrry would undoubtedly be confiden:d as a iet of 
Tank J acobins. And yet it is highly probable, that Great Britain, ",hile 
on the one hand DIe f[lV-cd a confiderablc expenditure, would on the other 
lore none of her commercial advantagcs, form a permanent and exteniive 
connexion with Canada; and would {pare herfclf the humiliation of 
another colony being difillembered from the Britifh empire. But fuch a 
refolution fhould be embraced without any {ccret vicws, and hidden pro
jeers, loyally and frankly; {o that Canada, enjoying all the bldIlngs ofli
berty and profperity, might haye no jufr grounds for any finiftrous appre
henfions. However abfurd this language may appear, it is perhaps pre
ci{dy that, which all European powers iliould, at this time, hold to their 
continental colonies; nay, \\ ith lome modification, J think it ihould eyen 
be addrdfed to the \V cit-Indian Wands. But away with political lpc€U
lations! 

The Roman Catholic priei1:s in U ppcr Canada are of the fame cai1: as 
our former country curates; their whole i1:ock of knov,lcdgc being con

fined to. readin:::; and writing, they are of courfe unenlightencd and h.lper
i1:itious. The French re'-olution has brought thither lome of a fuperior 

charaBer, who are probably Ids indolent and more tolerant than the tor
mer. I am unacquainted with them, but the Britiili officers are fa 
a:ftonifhed at feeing French pridts pofieiled of {.orne fcnfe and knowledge, 
that, in their opinion, they are 'vt'!:v clever. _ 

The only branch of commerce belonging to Canada is the fur trade; with 
the whole extent and annual amount of which I had {orne hopes of get
ting acquainted during my intended rcfidcnce at Montreal. I know from 

Goyernor Simcoe, that it is far more in1ignificant, than is generally be-

lin cd, 
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lieved, and that a conuderable contrahand trade in this article is llireddr 
carried on in the United States, the chief agents of which are Canadian 
merchants. I know alfo, that this contraband trade, "which they encou
rage on the ri\'Cr St. La"wrence, may likewife be carried on, without their 
affifiance, with the United States, on Lake Erie. as ,,,ell as on feveral 
points of the banks of Lake Ontario; and that the furrender of this fort 
to the United States, and the fubfequent American fettlements on the 
frontiers, will render it altogether impoffible, to prevent this contraband 
trade. Befides, it is well known, that the Canadian merchants, who fend 
the peltry to England, are the abfolute mafiers of this trade in this coun
try, and that a monopoly, which raites the pricc of commodities to an ex
orbitant height, is the mofr powerful incitement to fmuggling. 

All the fhips, in \vhich the trade between Canada and Europe is car
ried on, arc Englifh bottoms; none of them belong to merchants of the 
country. The1e po{[e(" but a few ve{[c!s, which are huilt at Quebec, and 
employed in the inland trade. In no parts of Britiih America are any 
fhips built, but {uch as navigate the lakes: eyen at Halifax, fhips are not 
built, but merely caulked and refitted. No fhips but Englifh bottoms 
are flIttered to fail from Canada for Europe; whence it is, that, if this 
nayigation be intercepted or protratled, the utmofr fcarcity of European 
provifion prenils in that country. This year, for inftance, all the ma
gazines and warehoufes in Canada were empty, on account of the fhips, 
which generally arri\e about the 15th of May, not having yet come in 
on the 20th of July. Since the 1 ft of July, not a bottle of wine, or 
a yard of cloth, could be procured for money, either at Quebec or 
Montreal. The officers, who came from thefc towns, and had not been 
able to. fupply their wants, complained of the abfolute impoHibility of 
procurmg any nece{[ary article in Canada ~ and, I underftand, the 
di{content, which prevails on this fubject, is not confined to the mili
tary. 

It is agreed, on all hands, that the Canadians arc indifferent hufband
~en,. that a~riculture is imperfeC1:ly underftood in this colony, and that, 
1ll tlns refpect, the Engliih haye not traniplanted hither either their own 
agricultural improvements, or any branch of European !kill. The land 
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is good, upon the whole; the befr, which is in the ifland of Montreal, is 
worth from twenty to twenty-four dollars an acre. From this circum
france, which is certain, the wealth of the country may be partly efri
mated. 

The fevere frofr, which in winter generally prevails in Quebec, caufes 
the mortar to crack, and every year occafions expenfive repairs at the ci
tadel, which never lafr long. The other frrong places in Britifh Ame
rica are confrructed of wood, which is never feafoned, but ufed as foon 
as felled, and confcquently decays very foon. In the whole fort of Of
wego, which was built about eleven years ago, there is not one found 
piece of timber to be found; and for the fame reafon the citadel of Ha
lifax, which was confiructed only {even years ago, is now rebuilding frolll 
the ground. This is all the information, which I have been able to col
lect, and which, howev~r imperfect it be, may yet {erve as a guide to 
other travellers in their purfuits of ufeful knowledge. 

The northern borders of the bafon, which holds the waters of the Ni
agara, jufr above the falls, confifr of a fat and :thong reddifh earth, lying 
on a ground of lime-frone. 

The rocks, between which the frupendous cataract of Niagara ruihes 
down, are alfo lime-frone, as arc numerous fragments of rocks, which ap
pear within the chafm, and have undoubtedly been fwept away by the 
tremendous torrent. At the bottom of the bafon you fcc alia large 
ma:l1es of white frone, of a fine grain, which the inhabitants aff<:rt to be 

L-

the petrified foam of the fall, but which, in fact, appears to confifr of 
vitriolated lime. It doe:; not effervefce "\.vith acids. I lunc tried no other 
experiments. 

The ground between the faUs and Q:ueen's Tovm is a level' tratr, forne 
!nmdred feet elevated above the plain, which joins Lake Ontario, and in 
which the town of Newark, and the fort of Niagara arc fituated. 

This whole tract feerns to confifr of lime and free frone, which contain 
petrifactions of fea animals. 

Over the plain near Newark arc fcattered large mailes of a reddiih gra
nite, which lie in{ulatcd on the lime-ftone .. like the lar;rc blocks of gra

nite,. 
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r.ite, which you iee on Mount Salc\"c, ncar Geneva; [0 that it is impoffi

ble to account for their origi.n. 
In the em-iron, of Toranto, or York, the foil is in fome places fandy, in 

ethers light clay; no rocks are here to be found. 
In Kingfton, or Kadaraque, on the north-cafted)' extremity of Lake 

Ontario, you fino a;.::ain the argillaceous, fine grained lime-frane, of a dark 
rrey colour. Here, as nearly all alan,?: the borders of the lake, are found 

different forts of flints, ic:hifi:, quartz, and granite. 
You aHo find at Kin;::i1on, at no great diitance from the ihore, a large 

black conglomeration, which has the appearance ofbafalt, and P/CZ'.t quan
tities oHree-Hone, with petrifactions of fea animals. 

The tlTl'~ and plants, I have met with in Upper Canada, are nearly 
the fame, which I ob1erved in the northern diilrict of Gendfcc. Yet I 
found the buck-eye, called by the Canadians bois chico!, the five-leaved 
iyy, which I have fcen branched thirty feet high around an oak tree, the 
-rcd cedar, the {mali Canadian cherry (ragou minier), and black or [vvcct 

birch. I haye {een neither a papaw, nor a cucumber tree. The gin
{eng root, which is pretty common ill the territory of the United States, 
abounds in Canada, but forms here not 10 confi.derable an article of tradc, 

a~ in the former country. The Canadians uie an infufion of this root as 
a cure for pains in the itomach, efpecially if they procecd from debility; 
for colds, and, in {hart, in all cafes where pcrfpir.ation may be required. 
They ali;) make uie of the lea yes of maiden hai;"', which is found in 
great abundance in the ricinity of l\.ingHon, ini1::ead of tea. 

Mr. Guillemard having communicated to me the journal of his tour 

to Lower Canada, I fhall extract from it fuch particulars, as appear moil: 
proper to 'fill up the deficiencies of the information, which I ha\c my{c1f 
been able to collect. This journal confirms, upon the whole, the general 
obfcn-ations, which I have made on that country. Althoul!h the intelli

gence, gathered by Mr. Guillcmard, be not alto;.:~thcr as mi;:ute as I could 

• .\d~alltI,l,Ulll ca~iIlus veneris,. Linn. a pLll1t, from which the once celebrated" Ii!e/, de 
,; ('7"'/."-1( took I'S name wi I P F' . -

'1 "".' .' . .'. 1lC1 • < ormlUS, a phyfician lit ~I<Jlltpcllier, rcromrncndcd 
.as an uI1JrclfaJ n:cdICInC, mIllS tt'eatife " De Adiantho " Lj·th. d 16" 1 _'I', fl 

, PULt 1 C "....1. r"':/. 
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I 
have wi1hed, yet ti'om the correcrae(s of his judgment. and hi~ charaCter 
tor veracity, the truth of his remarks cannot be qudtioned. 

The paifage from Kingfion to Quebec is made, as tar as China, in Ca~ 
nadian yeifcls of about ten or fifteen tons burthen. The navigation from 
China to Montreal being intercepted by the falls of St. Louis, this part 
muft be trayclled by land. Ships of any burthen may filiI from ]\'10n

treal to Quebec. 

The rapids are of nrious defcriptions. They are either whirlpool~, 
occafioncd by rocks, againfr which the ,vater {trikes in its courfe, or 
frrong declinations of the bed of the river, the rapid motion of which 
i.; checked by few or no obitructions. Carried by rapids of this nature, 
ihips may adyance fixteen miles in an hour. Th01c of the former de

fcriptiun are the moft dangerous, though misfortunes but fcldom occur. 
They are mofr frequent on the cedar patrage . 

. From Montreal to Quebec the ri\'er flows with great yclocity. but 
\vithout any rapids. In Lake St. Peter 'I,' fhips mufr keep within a na
tural canal, from t\ycnty to fifteen feet in depth; in other places the lake 

i~ only from four to fix feet deep. It is under contemplation to make a 
canal from China to Montreal, by which the interruption of the water 
conveyance from China to :"10ntreal will be removed. 

There are f:\,: or no jcttLmcnt~ between King1ton and St. John\, the 
chief place of the ;, .,v,·cr difhid of Upper Canada, about mid·..vay hetween 

, Kingiloll and :'lur:. t n.: a l.-{' Between this place and Montreal they are 
l'ather more numerous, yet ihil few in number. 

'I'he right hank~~, bclonF;in~ tu England, atc more thinly inhabited than 
the left. The fe\," habitations you here meet with lie, almoft all of 

them, contiguous to the river. Between Montreal and Quebec they frand 

more clofdy together. Even the inland parts are inhabited within three 

* This lake is a part of St. T.al,rence ril'cr, Its centre is fixty eight miles above 

Quc[Jec, and two hundred and five north-can of l'.ingfion, at the mouth of Lake Ontario, 

TrtJlj1utor, 

t St. John's belollg~ not to the lenTr dittr;tt u( t'pper Canada, but to Lower Canada, 

By an ordinance of the j th of July, ll%, it Ii." ken efiablilhcd as the Cole port of entry 
and clC'arancc for .ill goods imported f\'l)m the illterior of :11'_: t: nited "l.ltn into Canad,!. 
"1', ,liillior. 

Sf , , or 
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or four miles of the thore; and fo are almofr all the borders of the rivcrs 
and brooks which fall into the frream. To judge from the habitations 

and the mode of cultivation, thefe fettlements are the worfr of any you 
meet with in the United States; on the right tide of the river the plan
tations do not extend to fo great a difrance into the interior of the 

country. 
The foil is generally good, efpecially in the iflands. It bears a variety 

of fine trees and excellent grafs. The land in the ifland of Montreal is 
efteemed the beft; while in other inhabited parts the price of the land is 

at mofr five dollars per acre, it cofrs in the ifland of Montrcal from twenty 
to twenty-five. There are efrates in the vicinity of Quebec either fome
what better cultivated than the refr, or furnifhed v,ith a good dwelling
houfe and out-buildings, the lands belonging to which bear a frill higher 
price. Upon the whole there is but little land 101d, either from the 
poverty of the inhabitants, or the difficulties attending a fale, for reafons 
which I thall detail in another place. 

Ap:riculture is as bad in Lower Canada as it poffibly can be. In the 
vicinity of Quebec and Montreal no manure is known but frable dung, 
and even this the farmers ufed ,not long ago to throw into the river. 
What is here called cultivated land is, even on the banks of the river, 
neither more nor lefs than ground merely cleared in tracts of about forty 
or fifty acres, and endofed with rough fences. In the mil:it of the1c 
tracts are fmall plots of cultivated ground {own with wheat, Indian corn, 

ryt" l'cafe, and clover; they Ycry feldom take up the whole fpace en
cloJcd. The farmers are a frugal fet of people, but ignorant and lazy. 
In order to fucceed in enlarging and improving agriculture in this pro
VlI1ce, the Englith government mui1: proceed with great prudence and 
per~cyeranc:. For, in addition to the unhappy prejudices, which the in
haoltal:ts ot Canada entertain in common with the farmers of all other 
cou~tnes, they alfo fo~er a 'thong mii1:rui1: againi1: eyery thing which theY' 
rCCCIye from the Enghih· and this mifrrui1. 0 d d I °d h . 

o . ' II IS groun e on t le I, ea, t at 
tht- Enghfh are theuconquerors, and the French their brethren. 

There 
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There are [orne exceptions from this bad agricultura-l {yfrcm, but they 
are few. The befr cultivators are always landholders arriyed from Eng
land. Mr. Touzy, an Englilh clergyman in Quebec, who arrived very 
lately from Suffolk in England, is now occupied in clearing and cultivat
ing in the Englifh mal1ner from feven to eight thoufand acres, which he 
holds from government, or at leafr a part of this grant. Should he be 
gifted with fufficient perieverance to fucceed, he cannot fail to become 
extremely ufeful to this part of the globe. In the mean while, it is a 
matter of general aftoniilimellt in Quebec, that he ihould form any {uch 
cftabliihments at fa great a diftance from the town, and yet tllis difrance 
exceeds not fifteen miles. 

On the road from l\1ontreal to Quebec the dwelling-houfes are fome of 
them built with fmall frones, and others with wood plaftered oycr with 
lime, which abounds in the country; the it;lfide of iuch of thefe build
ings, as are inhabited by Canadians, is miferable and filthy. In mofr of 
them, which frand along the road, and where of confequence the death 
of the King of France is known, you find his portrait, the print which 
reprefents him taking leave of his family, his execution, and his lafr 
will. All thefe prints are fomething venerable to the Canadians, without 
impairing their attachment to the French. 

Montreal and Quebec rcfemble two provincial towns in France; the 
former frands in a plcafapt and delightful fituation; the latter is feated 
half on the bank of the river and half on the adjoining rock. The lower 
part of the town is inhabited by the merchants and trade's-people, and 
the upper part by the military. - From its pofition, encircled as it is with 
mountains, and from the works confrructed to encreafe its actual frrength, 
Quebec belongs to the tortrdfes of the feeond or third rank. 

The military, it feems, enjoy in this city, on account of the prefence 
of the Governor-general, and of the great number of officers and other 
pcrfons attached to the army, the fame difrinCl:ion in fociety, which the 
merchants pofTe{s at Montreal. 

The Canadian gentry, who reude in towns, are much poorer than the 
Engliili, invited hither either by conuderable pay, attached to their 

S { 2 places, 
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places, or !<m1c other valuable income: They Ii "c in general by themicl ,-es ; 
:md as they 1j1CnJ Ids than the Engldh, the latter are apt to call them 

;lnriciolls and proud; and the former fail not to return the compliment 
m a dirlerent manner. The Engli1h merchants are rich and hofpitable. 

In point of furniture, meals, &c. the EflgIifh fafhions and manners 
prcyail, eycn in forne of the moil opulent Canadian families conne8:ed 
with adminif1:ration. In other Canadian families of diilinC1:ion the French 
cuf1:oms haye been prefcrved. 

The export and import trade of Canada employs about thirty v c!T'cl s, 

and is mcrdy carried on with and through England. From an extra8: 
of the cuitom-houie books for 1,80, procured by Mr. Guillemard, the 
exports in that year appear to have amounted to three hundred and 
t\ycnty-five thoufand one hundred and fixteen pounds, Halifax currency, 
and the imports to two hundred and forty-three thoufand two hundred 
and fixty-two. Since that year not only large quantities of corn have 
been exported, but the trade has, upon the whole, been confiderably en

creafed by the ~reat agricultural improvements made in both proyinces, 
but efpecially in Upper Canada. 

The whole amount of a common harveil in Lower Canada is eftimated 
at four thoufcmd bufhels, three fourths of which are confumed in the 
country. The principal depot of the peltry-trade is in Montreal. 

I !hall at the end of this article fubjoin fame fatisfa8:ory information 
refpecting this trade, extracted from a journal, the yeracity of which is 
unquef1:ionable. 

The navigation of the River St. Lawrence i:; fhut up by froft fe\-en 
months of the year. 

An iron-work on the Trois Riviere.9, and a diftillery near Quebec, are 
~he only manu1actories in Canada, and both in a yery low fratc~ The 

~Fon-work cannot eyen fupply LO\ver Canada "ith the necdfary articles; 
It belongs to merchants. of Quebec and Montreal, who make no ufe of 

t?C ~achinery. c~ploye.d in England in manufactories of that de(cription~ 
1 he Iron-ore _IS toun~ 1Il the. neighbouring rivers, and alfo in grains on 
the furface of the i011. It IS very rich

l 
and known by the name of 

St. 
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St. Maurice ore. The work employs about twenty workmen, all of them 
Canadians; they forge the iron into bars, manufacture tools for artih'lns, 
utcnfils, pots, &c. and carn three quarters of a dollar a day, but are not 
boarded by the o\vners of the work. 

In the diftillery \vhiiky and geneva are diftilled, but very little of either. 
The number of workmen is yery fInall; their daily wages confiil in two 
Ihillings in money and board. The Canadians, like the inhabitants of the 
back country in the United States, manut~laure themfdves all the clothes 
they ,,,,,ant for their families. 

The Roman Cathohc re\~ion forms the dhblifhed church in Lower 
Canada; the minifters are Illpported by tythcs and gifts, and out of the 
d1:ates acquired by the cler~/. All the churches in the country belong 
to the H.oman Catholic periua1ion, and arc tolerably well frequcnted by 
the people. The clergy of the EiJi::",:::al church are paid by thc king; 
as well as the Proteilant bifhop, '.';") is at the famc time bithop of 
Upper Canada. Di,inc iervice is pcrfurmed by Protcfbnts, in Roman 
CathuIic churches or chapeL, at Qucbec, Nlontreal, and Trois Rivieres. 
In the country' there is no rc 1 i "'ious worthip but accordilig to the rites 
of the Roman Catholic rl',i~i(]n. 

A convent of U,jClilles in Quebec, and another in Montrcal, and a [ociety 
of Charitable Siftcrs, who attend C:I1C holpi cds and lazarcttoes, nrc the 
only nunneries of Lower Canada. Thc revcnue of the hofpitals confiited 
in part of annuities, paid by the city of Pari~.' the payment of which was 
fropped in purfllUnce of a decree of the French National Afiembly; and 
this deficiency has not hitherto bcen made up in any other manner. Two 
Francifcans only, and one Jefuit, are !'Cmaining of the numerous con
vents of thcfe orders which fubfiffed here at the time of the conqueft of 
Canada. One of thefe Francifcam, it is afiertcd, has, in violation of the 
treaty, taken the vow fince that time, and the Jefuit i~ rather a prieft, 
who ftylcs himfelf a Jefuit, than really a membcr of that religious com
munity. By virtue of a grant of his Britannic Majeity, 8.11 the ettates in 
CanadaJ which belong to the Jefuits, go to Lord Amhcru at tbe deeea(e 

of 
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of the laO: member of that community in the pro~·in.:c; and rumour 
fay~, th;lt the proceeds of thefe efiates. enjoyed by the joi-d!fo~lt monk, 
which amount to fifteen hundred a year, are the true caufe ot the en

mity which fub{jO:~ between Lord Amherfr and Lord Dorc.heiter. 
The feminary in Quebec is kept by a fort of congregatlOn or frat~r

nity, known by the name of the Prieits of St. Sulpice, who, prior to the 
conqueO:, poirefied three fuch houfcs, namely, one in Siam, one in Pon
dicherry, and one in Quebec. Since that time the feminary fupports it
felf by its own means. The efrates which it poifefies are confiderab;r.~, at 
leaft in point of extent, and contain from fifty to fixty thoufand acres; 
yet, as the feminary poileiTes not the right to difpofe either of the whoL~ 
or any part of them, and confequ<mtly cannot gain any advantage from 
thefe eHates but by farming them out to tenants, who pay no more than 
about a bufhel and a half of corn for every ninety or a hundred cultivated 
acres, the proceeds exceed not in the whole five hundred dollars per 
annum. The mill, which the feminary poifeifes in the Wand of Mon

treal, is let for fomewhat more. 
Befides the lecrures on theology, which are delivered in the feminary, 

Latin is alfo taught, and the fcholars are even infirucred in reading. This 
buiine1s is confided to young clergymen, who purfue their fiudies to ob
tain the order of priei1:hood, and are excufed from certain exercifes, 
"ithout which they would not be qualified to take orders, on account 
of their being engaged in the initrucrion of youth. This fcminaryforms 
the only refource for Canadian families, who willi to give their children 
any degree of education, and who may certainly obtain it there for ready 
money. 

Upon the whole the work of education in Lower Canada is greatly 
neglecred. At Sorrel, and Trois RJvieres, are a few fchools, kept by 
nuns, and in other places men or women infima: children. But the 
number of fchooh is, upon the whole, fa very fmall, and the mode of in
fimtl:ion fo defea:ive, that a Canadian who can read is a (art of pheno

menon. From the major part of thefe fchools being governed by nuns 

and 
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and other women, the number of the latter, who can read, is, contrary 
to the cuftom of other countries, much greater in Canada than that of 
men. 

The EngIifu government is charged \vith defignedly keeping the peo
ple of Canada in ignorance; but were it fincerely defirous of producing 
an advantageous change in this refrect, it would have as great obilacles 
to furmount on this head as in regard to agricultural improvements. 

The feudal rights continue in the fame force in Canada as previoufly 
to the conqueft. The proprietors, or lords of the manor, have alien
ated or alienate the lands on condition of an annual recognition being 
paid by the tenants, which amounts to a bufuel or a bu!hcl and half of 
gram. 

At every change, in rcfpec9: to the occupiers of land, except in a cafe 
ot a fucceflion in direct lineage, the lord of the manor leyics a fee of 
two per cent; and, in cafe of fale, he not only recei\'es a twelfth of the 
purchafe -n~oney, but has alfo the right of redeeming the efrate; he 
moreover enjoys the exclufive right of building mills, "here all the peo
ple, who inhabit within the precincts of the manor, are obliged to have 
their corn ground. 

The mills are fo few in number, that freg w:ntl.\ they are thirty-fix 
miles difrant from the farms. The miller's dues amount to a fourteu~h, 
according to law; but the millers are as clever in Lower Canada as e!tc

where, and contrive to raife them to a tenth. The bolting is performed 
by the farmers in their own houfes. The mills are numerous in the vici
nity of Quebec and Montreal, and belong to the feminary. 

On lordiliips of the manor being fold, a fifth of the purchafc-money 
goes to the crown; all thefe fees and ch~r:::e", it will be eafily conceiyed,. 
greatly impede the fale of dl:ates. 

The adminifrration of jufrice is exactly the fame as in Upper Canada. 

In this re!petl: Lower Canada is ~ivided into three diftric'ts. The penal 
and commercial laws are the fame as in England; but the ci,·iI law con
lifts of the cnftoms of Paris, modified by the conftitutio;lal act of Canada . . 
and by fubfequent acts of the legi!lative po\,;er. Nineteen twentieths of 

all 
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aU property, amenable before the courts of jufiice, belong to merchants. 

Crimin:tl offences arc very {cldom committed in Canada. 
The hc thouGmd pou;uls, which laH year were voted for the expence 

of the le,e;i11ature, &c. arc raifed by means of an e;:cilc on liquors. 
The climate in Lower Canada is rather dry, and ycry cold in winter; 

the {k y i~, at all tim,:", beautifully elL-ar and ferenc. In the months of . ' -
J alluary and February REA e _\It' It'S thermometer fiands generally at twenty 

de~rce~ below the freezin~ point. In 1 i90 it fell quite belmv the {cale, 
and the quickiihn retreated into the ball. In iummer tome days 
arc cxccfiin·ly hot, and the thermometer Hands at tvventy-four degrees; 
this :'c:1.r it mounted to twenty-ei.e;ht. The heat in {ummer, it has been 
obferyed, becomes more intenfe and continues longer, and in winter the 
cold gnms more moderate than formerly. The climate is healthy; 
epidemical difcafcs arc yery rare; but, on account of the ieycre cold, 
cancerous forcs in the face and hands arc yery frequent. The declination 
of the magnetic needle at Quebec is tv,-dYe degrees to the wcit. 

There exiHs no incorporated municipality either at Montreal or Que
bec. The police of thde towns is managed 1») juHices of the peace, 
who fix the price of provifion, and dirett e\-ery public meaiure relati'-e to 
this fi1i:jett. They alfo meet once a weck t~)r the adminifrration of 
jufi.:"c, and decide on petty ofiences. 

As to charitable inftitutions, they confltt in t\\O heiilitals, one at 
Montreal, the othcr at Quebec, and a lazaretto at the latter place. Thev 

arc inconfiderable and badly n~an'l.::cd, d?cc;all~\ in rCi:Canl t') the abiliti:::l 
of the phyiicians who attend the fick. 

Throu~h(Jut all Canada there is no public llbr'lr:', exccpt in Quebec, 
and this i~ linall and confifts moftly of French book:>. From the political 
icntiments of the tmftces and clirettors of thi::. 1;1)1"an, it i:i a matter of 
afionifhment, to find here the works of the Fi-cncl~ National Aficmbly. 
It i~ {upported by Y011111tary con~ribution. . 

:\u liLl';-<:ry i;~'id:' niftc in Canada, and not three men are known in 
the \\ h()\c conntry to be engaged in fcientific puduits from love of thc 

lciencc.:. EX"'Ttin'2 the QUc'b~c alrnan~c~:. not a fing1c book is printed 

m 
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in Canada. Meteorological obfervations are made with pcculiar care, 
but only for his own amufemcnt, by Doctor KNOTT, phyfician to the 
army, and a man of extenfive knowledge. 

Proyifion is much cheaper in Lower Canada than in the United 
States; the price of beef is three or four joJfS a pound, mutton fi~:. veal 
five, and h'llt pork from eight to twelve fallS. A turkey cofis from eigh
teen rence to two fuillings, a fowl from fix to eight jous, wheat from fix 
to fc,,-en fhilling:> a buthel, oats three, Indian corn from five to feven, 
fait one dollar a buthe!, breati tV'iO JoltS a pound, and buttcr eight 
jous [money of Canada, reckoning the dollar at five fhillings.] Day-
labourers generally earn in {ummer two fhiJ1ing~ and 1~x-pence a day, 
\-vomen half that money; in winter the wage.> of the former are one 
{hilling and three-pence a day, and the latter are paid in the fame pro
portion as abo';e. A man-fervant gets about five dollars a month. The 
rent for a good convenient houie amounts in Quebec to one hundred 
and thirty dollars, and in Montreal to one hundred and fifty. The 
price of land has already been fiuted. 

The markets, both at l'vIontreal and Quebec, are but moderately fup
plied in comparifon with the abundance in the markets of the large towns 
in the United States. 

Mr. Guillemard in his journal affigns to the Canadians the fame cha
racrcr, which 1 have above delineated. The firfi clafs, compofed of pro
prietors, and people attached ·to the Britifu gMcrnment, deteft the 
French Revolution in every point of view, and {eern in this refpea even 
to outdo the Englifh minif1:ry. The fecond clafs of Canadians, who 
form a fort of oppofition againf1: the proprietors and gentry, applaud the 
principles of the French Revolution, but abhor the crimes which it has 
occafioned, without thcir attachment to France being in the leall: im
paired by there atrocities. The third, or lafi, clafs love France and the 

French nation, without a thought of the French Revolution. of which 
they fcarce1y know any thing at all. 

Lord Dorchef1:er bears the charatler of a worthy man, poifeifcd of all 
the vanity of a darling of tortune. His Lady, '" ho is much younger than 

T t her 
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her huiband, and determined not to facrifice any of the enjoyments 

which pride can afford, takes peculiar care to keep alive the vanity of 

her Lord. '* '* '* '* '* '* '* '* '* '* *' '* '* * * * 
*****,**,*.**** '* * '* * * * * '* 
* '** '* * '* *' '* '* '.Ii if *' * +;j; '* * -:!i * * 

Thc [ettlements form, as already mentioned, a large ihipe of about 
[even or eight miles in breadth on both banks of thc river. The whole 
unfettled country appertains to the Crown, which is ever ready to make 
any grants that may be demanded; but thc formalities, and re[erva
tions conneCted with them, deter many people from making applications 
for land. All the new fettlers come from ~e\\' England. 

On both fides of the road which leads from St. John\ to Quebec. 
near Lake St. Peter, and in the yicinity of the tOWl1:3 uf l\Iontreal and 
Quebec, are [orne Indian villages. One of them is Loretto, five miles 
from the latter place. The Indians of Loretto have attained, it is a1rerted, 
the laft ftage of civilization, at leaft in point of the corruptne[s of morals 
and manners. No other Indian yillagc can, in this refpeCt, rival Loretto·*. 

Thefe Indians, who on working-days drers like the Canadians, wear 
on fcaits and fundays their ufual drcfs. They cultivatc their fields in the 
fame manner as the ·wbitl'.;, li\'c like them, and ireak the [arne language; 
they are of the Roman Catholic per[uafion, and a curate refides in the 
~-illagc. 

The fettlements, which carry a more Indian appearance than this ,il
Ja~l'. are farther dit1:ant, and not numerous. On dcfcending the River St. 
I .U\HenCe, you meet with a more ilaty [oil, and in the vicinity of Thouiimd 
Wands with a range of rocks of granite. The[e iiles apparently confii1: of 
~ranite of a reddiili colour, well cryi1:allized, and the chief component part 
of which is feldtfpar. In Kadanoghqui, between Kingi1:on and Thou[and 
lJlands, a fpecies of freatite is found, confidcrable veins of \yhich are [aid 

-1< Loretto, a fmall village of Chriilian I ndians of the Huron Tribe, north-weft of 
(~L1cbec, has its name from a chapel huilt after the model of the SJnta Cafa at Loretto 
i_1l [ta~y, whe~ce an image of the Holy Virgin has been fent to the converts here, re. 
lembhng thalm the famous Italian fanctuary.-Tra1if/. 

to 



BY THE DUKE DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULT LIANCOURT. 323 

to be difcovered in the neighbourhood. The reddiili granite ofThoufand 
Wands is interfperfcd with more perfect granite of a larger grain, which is 
very common in countries confifiing of this fort of frone, 1uch as the 

Alps, the Scotch Highlands, and others of Ids moment, but of the fame 
defcription. 

The rapidity, with 'which Mr. Guillemard defcended the RiYer St. 
Lawrence, prevented him from examining the fpecies of fione of which 
its banks are formed. But at Montreal he had fufficient leifure to en
quire into the mineralogy of the country. It coniifis, north of the 
Ri,cr St. Lawrence, chiefly of lime-Hone; in thc fouth, ,vhere the lit
tle populous \ illage La Prairie is iituated, you find, beiides a fort of 
chert, nothing very remarkable on this head. 

The Iiland St. Helena, a little below Montreal, coniifis of this fi:one. 
On the banks of the ri \ cr large mailcs of granite, quartz, and pud
ding-fione, arc found. which ieem disjoined from the beds to which 
they formerly belonged, and which cannot now be difcovered. The 
foil on the mountaim is rich and fertile, and full of quarries of lime
ilone. Mines of pit-coal are ('lid to have been difcovered in thefe 
mountains. 

The houfes in l\1ontreal are mofrly built of lime-frone of a dark colour 
and yery compact frructurc. It whitens in the fire, and aiTumes a greyiili 
colour, 'when expofed to the air and fun. 

The riYer Sorrel, after ha,.-ing left the bafon by Chamblee, flows along 
the foot of a broad and high range of mountains, called Belocil. Between 
this ri,"er and the river St. Lawrence expands a ,"afr plain, on which nei
ther a rock nor fronc is to be found. On digging up the ground you find 
to a coniidcrable depth ihata of differcnt forts of earth, fmd, clay, ve
getable earth, and in many places another kind of black yegetatiyc earth, 

which bears a clofe refemblance to peat. 
The [ummit of thc mountain Beleoil coniiils of granite of a dark grey 

colour and a frrong grain. It contains little mica, b\lt much [choer!. The 
declivity on both iides of thc fummit confifrs of flate of a vcry compact 

texture; fome pieces refemble bafalt in 1hape and grain. 
Tt 2 On 
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On defccnding the Sorrel, you fee not a £1ngle rock, and the banks ot. 
this river, which the Englifh at prefent call William Henry, con£111: of 

a fine micaceous loam. 
If you cn:>fs St. Peter's lake on your way to the Trois Rivieres, the 

O"found fifes in a frrikin cr- manner in the form of terraces; but no rucks 
b b 

meet your view. The fandy banks of the Trois Rivieres bcfpeak a poor 
foil, exhaufred by cultivation, and deprived of the vegetable earth. Marl 
of a blucifh colour has fortunately been difcoyered under the fand, which 
has much contributed to rcfrore the fertility of the ground. This marl 
is of a fine grain, very compact and light; it lies above the level of the 
{tream below the town of Trois Riviercs. 

A few miles thence, farther on in the country, are the only iron 
works in Canada; the ore is found in feveral places in the neighbourhood. 
It is bog-ore, and faid to yield ,"ery good iron. 

Lime-frone is found as far as Quebec; its farther extent is not known. 
It is of various forms and qualities; in fame places very hard and com
pact; in others in the frate of calcareous fpar. The colour paires, by im
}'erfect fhadcs, from a reddifh light brown to a dark blue, approaching to 
black. 

South of the river St. Lawrence, near the bafon-falls, Hme frone is frill: 
found; but the ground con£1frs chiefly of frrata of a black, clayey ilate, of 
a fine grain, interfperfed with beds of lime-frone. The conglomerations, 
which form the banks of the river, are of the fame nature as the adjoin
ing ttrata, intermixed with different forts of fchoer! and granite, which 
rnuft have been waibed to this fpot from more elevated parts of th~ 
country. 

The rock, on which frands the citadel of Quebec, is called the Dia

~ond-roc~, on ~ccount of feveral of its fiifures and cavities containing 
1pars, whlch by Ignorant people are efreemed precious frones. This rock 
confifrs chiefly of frrata of lime-frone, which is in general very compact, 
and of a dark grey colour. 

o Over the plain lying farther up the country, called Abram's-plain, 
hme-frone and large maires of granite are fcattered, which are peculiarly 

remarkable 
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remarkable on account of the great quantity of fchoerl they contain. 
Near the river you find various forts of pebbles, free-frane, granite, 
quartz, with fome llate and lime-frone. 

In W olfslove the frrata of frone confifr of a black {late, forming an 
obtufe angle with the horizon. In the vicinity of Quebec mofr of thefe 
layers have a more perpendicular direction towards the furface of the 
earth, than in more wefrern countries. The high mountains north-eafi: 
of Quebec are faid to confifr of granite. Mr. Guillemard has not feen 
them; near the falllll of Montmorency and fomewhat farther up, the 
frrata cOllfift: of lime-frane, and their direction runs nearly parallel with 
the horizon. 

Accounts of the Fur-trade, extrat.-'ledfrom the journal of Co lint ANDRIANI, 

of Milan, who travelled ht the interior parts of America in the year 1701. 

The mofr important places for the fur-trade are the following, yiz. 

Niagara, Lake Ontario, Detroit, Lake Erie, Michillirnakkinak, Lake 
Huron, yielding 1200 bundles mixed peltry. 

Michipicoton -40 bundles fine peltry. 
Pic 30 ditto. 
Alarnpicon 
Near the great carrying-place or portage 
Bottom of the lake 
Point of the lake 
Bay of Guivaranun 

:.H 
1400 

20 

20 

15 

ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 

The ikins of beavers, otters, martens, and wild cats, are called nne 
peltry. 

Mixed peltry are furs, confifring of a mixture of the finer forts with a 
larger number of ikins of wolves, foxes, buffaloes, deers, bears. 

The fineft peltry is collected north-wefr of the lakes in the Britifu do
minions; the furs grow coarfer in proportion as you approach nearer to 
the lakes. 

The 
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This fur-trade is carried on by a company, known by the name 01 the. 

,\Tort,,-':.~,,'/l Company, and two or three other [mall cumpanies. 
Tl1l' ~orth-weft company, ·which is generally efteemed a pciyilcged 

company, has no charter; for the preponderance, \"hich it el~ioys in thi' . 
trade, it is merely indebted to the large capital, \\" hich it employs in the 
t>-':<::, -to the unanimity of the members, to their unwearied exertion, and 

to the m'J1l'lpoly, ,,·hich the company has appropriated to itielf in conic

quence of the above circumftances. 
Its formation took place in the year 1782, and originated from the 

commercial operations of fume eminent merckmts, \\"ho ufed to carry on 
the trade in the conntry, fltuated beyond Lake vVinnipey, and efpecially 
of MeiTrs. FOREISHER and IVIAcT:utISH, "ho reiide at Montreal. The 
fignal {uccej""', whieh this company met with, foon excited the jealouf:r 
()f other merchants, and ere long three different companies made their 
appearance at the great carrying-place, and rivalled each other in the pur
chafe of furs with a degree of emulation, v,·hich could not but prove highl) 
detrimental to themfelves and advantageous to the Indians. The north
\\ci\: company, being more opulent than the rcit, made ufe of its wealth 
to ruin its competitors; no Hone was left unturned; the agents of the 
company's ri,ab were bribed and {educed; and the animofity between 
the different traders rofe to fuch a height, that they frequently proceeded 
to bl\)\\~. This petty \\ ~trr:lrc, which coft feyeralliyes and larcre {urns of 

, b 

money, at length opened the cyes of the riyal companic.3. They became 
{eniible of the neceillty of uniting in one body, and the north-welt com
pany, ciTcntially interdted in preyentin~ any further molei1:ation of this 
tracie, made feveral facrifices, to ~ttain this end. They formed a connec
tion \yith different members of the other companies, admitted other mer
chants to a fhare in their trade, and thus [ecured their extenfiYe com
merce with the country iituated north-,",'efr of the lakes, the only {pot 
\\hcrc fine peltry can be had in abundance. 

Scyeral thoufands of Indians formerly conyeyed their furs to the 

great carryi~g-p~ace. Bu~ at .prdent the comp~ny {end their agents a 
thoufand mIles mto the mtenor parts of the Indian poiTcffions. It fre-

quently 
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quently happens, that thefe agents continue there two years, before 
they return with the peltry, they have purchafed, to the great carrying

place. 
The company employ about two thoufand men in carrying on this 

traffic in the interior of the Indian country, which is, however, fo ex
tremely barren, that whatever articles thefe agents Hand in need of either 
:filr their cloathing or filbflfience, muH be rent thither from Montreal 
with confiderable difficulties and trouble, and, of confe(luence, at an ex

cefihe price. 
Near the great carrying-place, where all thefe agents meet, and which 

is the central point of this trade, Hands a. fort, which is kept in good re
pair, and garrifoned with fifty men. 

The poit of Michillimakkinak is the rallying-point of the different Ca
nadian merchants, who do not belong to the north-weit company. Their 
agents traffic only with fuch parts, as arc feated weit and fouth-weft of 
the lakes, and where the furs are of an inferior quality. They carryon 
this trade in the fame manner as the north-weit company, but as thefe 
{mall companies are lefs opulent than the former, their agents penetrate 
not {o far into the interior of the country, as thofe of the north-weit 

company. 
The agents fet out from Montreal in the month of June, and are fix 

weeks going to the fort near the great carryinF;-place. They embark at 
Montreal in hoats, forming parties of eight or ten perfons, proceed on 
the river St. Lawrence from China to the Lake of the T"iO Muuntains; 
tlefcend the ri,"cr Utacoha; crois Lake Nipiffing; pafs by the French 
Ri ver into Lake Huron.; proceed to Fort Michillimakkinak; and thence 

to the great carr)in~-place. 
This way is {horter by a hundred miles than that by the lakes, but you 

meet with thirty-fix carrying places, fcyeral of \\ hich lie acrofs rocks, over 
which the boats as well as the <:argoes muH be carried on the backs of the 
paticngers, and that with great precaution, on account of the narrownefs 
of the roads. The boats are but of four tons burthen; they are navi-

gated_ 
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gated by nine men, coil: twenty-eight Louisd' or each, and {crvc but 

for one voyage. 
The fhips, employed in the paffage acrofs the lakes, are from one hun-

dred and twenty to one hundred and thirty tons burthen. Flat-bot
tomed veffels of fifteen tons are alfo made u(c of for this purpofe, which 

are eafily managed by four or five men, and are very durable. 
Notwithfranding the advantages, offered by thi3 paifage, the former 

route is preferred for the fur-trade, bec:mfe, although it is attended with 
much trouble, yet it admits of the day of the departure as well as of the 
arrival being fix'ed with certainty and exactne[s, which point, on account 
of the wind, cannot be attained on paffing over the lakes, and yet is of 
the utmoft importance for the Canada merchants, as they muft neither 
mifs the period of receiving the furs from the interior of the Indian terri
tory, nor that of expediting them for Europe; the navigation of the river 
St. Lawrence not being open for a long time. 

About the end of June the agents of the company, fent into the in
terior to trade with the Indians, cauie the articles purchafed to be tranf
ported to their place of rendezvous. 

At this time upwards of one thoufand men are frequently aifcmbled in 
Michillimakkinak, who either arrive from Canada to receive the peltry, 
or arc agents of the company and Indians, who affifr the former in con
veying thither the furs, they have bought. 

As the trade of the north-wefr company is far more important, than 
that of the other traders, the number of people, aifembled in the fort 
near the great carrying-place is of confequence far more confiderable at 
the time of the delivery of the frins; in this place there is frequently a 
concourfe of one thoufand people and upwards. 

The method, obferved by the agents in their traffic with the Indian~, 
is this, that they begin with intoxicating them with rum, to over-reach 
them with. more fac~lity in the intended 1;mfinefs. The agents carry on 
thiS traffic III thofe villages only, where there are no other merchants. 

It is a circumftance, worthy of notice, that an ancient French law, 

enacted 
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enaCted at the time, 'when Canada belonged to France, prohibits al1Y rum 
to be fold .. () the Indians by the agents on pain of the galleys. H':llCC 

originates the cufiom, frill obfcrved at this day, of giving it away; yet 
this is not done without exception, for many agent, jl~1l their rum. 

The one thoufand four hundred bundles of fine peltry, from the great 

carrying-place, which according to the pr:('(', paid t,) the petty traders in 

Montreal, '\vho collect them in finall numbers. are L'!UCU at forty pounds 
frerling each, and which by the company al"~ fent to London, fetch there 

eighty-eight thouh'lnd pounds frerling. They t0rm ;Ibout J 1l1'licty of all 
the fine peltry, yearly ~xportcd from Canada, withcut taking into the aC
count the tlus tent from Labrador, from the bay of Chaleur;; and Gafpe 
or Gachepe. 

For thefe one thoufand four hundred bundlt:.-i the north-weft com

pany pay about fixt'.:cm thoulaml pounds Hl'Ilin;::. and for the proceed~ 
thereof fuch articles arC purchafcd in Enfland, a~ the Indians are fond (,f 

receiving in exchange for their peltry, and the chief fiore-honfe of \\hich 
is at Montreal. A~ the accounts rclatiyc to this trade are generally kept 
in Canada in French moncy, the above {ixteen thoui~ll1d pounds iterLJ1~ 
mufr be computed in the fame manner, as this aCtually has 1>"en d, oj:' 

by Count Andriani in his journal. 

]. Commodities purchafed in England - Ii";.,. 3:' 1,00(' 

2. Pay for forty guidcs, interpreters, and conduct.,)rc: :If the 

cxpenition * 8i~,on'j 

-I. Pay tor one thoui:tnd one hundred men, who are employrd 

in the traffic in the interior of the country, and w!lv pafs 
the winter there, without returning to MO~Hreal; one 

tholl{anct eight hundred lines for each 1,080,000 

.r. Pay t~)r one rhoufand four hundred men, employed in de-

fccnding the riYcr "ith the buat- ii'om the great portage 

Carried {of\yards, li-u. ~A22,OOO 

, r':vcrv boat's company, eonfiiting of eight or tell pt:t{UIlS, bas a guide; there is a1 Co 

a chief guide in cvel'Y harbour. where the\' winter. They are ai! inhabitants ,,( Canada, 

'1'd receive cwh tlvo thouiand ti,'e hundred liv!'cs.-.:u/1/Ol. 

Gll 
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Brought forwards, liv. 2,422,000 

to Montreal, and afcending it from this place thither, 

and tranfporting the merchandize 350,000 

!'i. Price of the provifion, confumed on the paifage from Mon-
treal to the great carrying-place, and at the latter place, 

upon an average per year 4,000 

Total amount of all the expence, incurred by the company for 
one thoufand four hundred bundles fine peltry - liv.2,770,000 

On c(n;i'.Hin~ the eighty-eight thoufand pounds frerling, which the 
::llc of thefe furs produces in London, with thefe two millions feven hun
'Ired and feventy-fix thoufand livres, it fhould feem, that the company 
:uitains a loC of fix hundred thoufand lines Tournois. But this lofs is 
nerdy apparent, as will be obvious from the following fratement. 

The pay of the men, employed in the trade, as mentioned in the above 
account, is merely nominal; for excepting the forty guides and one 
dlOuj~llld four hundred men, who arc employed in afcending and de
iccnding the ri"er with the boats, who receive half their 'wages in calli, 
all the reft are paid entirely in merchandize, which at the great carrying
place yields a profit of fifty per cent. 

The merchandize, imported on behalf of this trade to the above 
amount of three hundred and fifty-four thoufand liH >'. confifrs of 
woollen blankets, coarfe cloths, thread and woilled ribbands of different 
colours, YUi"i1ihJll. porcelain bracelets, {jiver trinkets, firelocks, {hot. gun
po\vdcr and efpecially rum. In fort Detroit thefe articles are fold for 
three times their ufual value in Montreal, in Fort MichiEirnakkinak four 

t!mes dc~rer, at the great carrying-place eight times, at Lake Winnipeg 
r:xtcc:n times; nay the agents. fix the price frill higher at their will and 
plcafure. 

As the men, employed in this trade, are paid in merchandize, which 

the com~any fClls with a~ enormous profit, it is obvious at how cheap a 
rate thefe people .are paid. ?hey purchafe of the company eyery ar
ticle. th~'\ want; It keeps With them an open account, and as they all 

winter 
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winter in the interior of the country and beyond lake Winnipeg, thl') 

pay, of con(equence, exceffively dear tor the blankets, and the c1othc~, 

which they bring with them for their win;~. Thefe menial fervant..; of 

the company are in general extra\'ag.lllt, giH~n to drinking and cxcc(;, 

and thefe are exactly the people whom the company ""ants. The (pecu

lation on the exce1fes of thds people is carried 1.;) tar, that it' one of thelll 
happen to lead a regular, fober life, he is burthened with the moil: la
borious work, until by continual ill-treatment he is driven to drunken-: 

nefs and debauchery, 'W hich vices cauit~ the rum, blanLets and trinkets to 

pe fold to greater advantage. In 1791, nine hundred of thc1c menial 

{en'ants owed the company more than the amount of ten or fifteen vcaJ.~ , ' 

pay. 
This is in a few words the f)'11:em of the company, at the head of 

which are Mdlrs. Forbilher and Mactarifh, \\ ho pollets twenty-four ihares 

of the forty-fix, of \\ hich the company conti1t:s. The re11:, divided into 

{maHer portions, arc di11:ributcd among other merchants in Montreal. 

who either tran[act bufincis with the company, or otherwife do not con

cern themfeh'es in their affairs. 

The north-we11: company is to fubfifl: fix years: at the expiration of 

whi~h time the dividends are to be paid to the fhare-holders; until that 

time they remain with the capital. 

Total amount if t Ite Fur-trade, 

The whole amount of the peltry, which the north-we11: com

pa.ny receives from the great carrying-place and exports 

from Canada, is efi:imated at £'. 88,000 

From the Bay of Chalcurs, Gafpe, and Labrador 60,000 

From different places in the interior, with which the tradtt is 
carried on by a certain number of merchants, who have af-

{ociated in Michtllimakkinak 00>000 

Total, [,. 20S,OOO 

Cu2 That 
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That branch of this extenfiyc trade, which is carried on by fm<dl com
panies in fuch parts, as are fituated below the lakes, is likely foon to faU 
into the hands of merchants in the United States, as the free navigation 
of the Mi1li1lippi, ftipulated in the treaty with Spain, opens a more expe
ditious, a fafer and lcfs expenfive outlet for thefe commodities, ~nd a more 
cafy importation by New Orleans to all the marts of the United States .. 

Amount of the Merchandize,· exported from tIle Pr07JinCf of Canada in tIt,. 
Year 178(). 

Ryc, 103,824 bufhcls, valued at - [.20,704 0 0 
Flour. l{l,47u bufhds 12,571 0 0 
Bifcuit,. Q,317 hundred-weight 6,056 0 0 
}'lax-feed, 10, 171 bufhels 2,03·1 -1 0 
Oats, 4,015 bufhels 51() 0 0 
Peafe, 304 bufhels 62 16 () 

Timber 70() 0 0 
1\idts, {laves, planks, fhingles 3,262 0 0 
Potafhes 

1,724 0 0 
Maiden hair (adianthrnn capillus veneris, Linn.) 180 0 0 
Horfes, fixty-feve.n _ _ _ 

670 0 0 
Caft iron 
Spruce-effence for beer 

1,200 0 0 

211 0 0 
Shook caiks 

Banala, 1984 hundred-weight 
5115 0 0 

1,28g 8 0 SalmC'>n - _ 
Potatoes 

75g 0 0 

Smoaked [almon 
55 6 0 

Onions 68 15 0 

Pork 300 0 0' 

Beef 37t} 0 0 

Train oil 210 0 0' 

3,706 0 0 

Carrieq. forward, £.57,237 {) 0, 
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Brought forward, [.57,23Z 9 fY. 

Salt 11th and peltry from Labrador, from the Bay of 
Chaleurs and Ga(pe, according to the lift tranfmitted 

by Governor Coxe 00,000 ° ° 
Amount of the peltry which comes from the great lakes, 

fwm the facrories of the north-wefr company, and other 
places, according to the under-mentioned detail - 225,077 ° 0 

Sum total, £'34:3,2H 9 0 

being the amount entered in the cufrom-houfe books of Canada. 

A detailed ACC01tllt if tk, djJ{<,,-ellt firts if Peltry, ('xport<,d from Gmadil in 
t1ze Year 1780. 

{j".'2 1 3 faxes frins 
11 (J,023 beavers 
23,(JS4 otters 

5,{)59 mir~;';'s 

3,tJ58 weafcls 
l:7,713 bears 

I,Ci59 young bears 
126,079 deer ikins in the hall' 

202,719 caft-ors 
10,854 racoon 
2,277 vl<d c,t-ikins, LlOic 
3,702 ditto in bundle3 

7,555 elk 
12,923 wohes 

500 whelps 
54 tygers 

15,007 fcal-frins, 

480 fquirrel 

Although a vari~ty of circumftances, incident.' to the chace, occ-a
lioned by the weather, or originating in the fentiments of the Indi':m~ 

cannot 
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cannot but produce variations in regard to the quantities of peltry year)) 

recc:i\-cd, yet the refults of the year;; 1,87, J 788, 178{), 1,~0 and. 17gl', 
nearly correfpond with thofe of 1,80; a circHmi1::ance, wluch ~s It hap-, 
pens in regard to a trade, that extends from Labrador to a dli1::ance ot 
three or four hundred miles from Lake Superior, is very remarkable. 

,iaollJlt if tile AlcrcliLllLdizt', imported illto Cnli;Jll in tlzt'foid 1 ~{'af' ] 780, 
extra8cdfrom tile Orjlom-/tolye Books. 

Rum - £. 03,b32 

Brandy 225 

Molafit:o 21,380 

CofFee 
Sugar 
Spaniili wine 
Tobacco 
Salt 
Chocolate 

Sum total, 

2,005 

5,2Gg 

31,288 

1,3115 

2,{)12 

129 

[.127,010 

An exact account of the value of piece-goods has not yet been made 
out in a regular manner; but in purfuance of an order of Lord Dor
chefter, the fum total of the value of all imports was by the merchants, 
upon a four years average, determined in the following manner, viz. 

Amount of the above [urn - £. 127,010 ° ° 
Merchandize for Quebec 09,700 ° ° Ditto for Montreal 97,BOO 0 ° 

Amount total of Imports [.325,1115 ° ° Exports 343,214 9 0 

Balance in favour of Canada £. 18,098 9 ° 
To the above imports is to be added the v",alue of fix thoufand· {oven 

hundred and nine barrels of fait po~k, and of one thoufand feven hun-

dred 
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dred and fifty-four firkins of butter, of about fifty or fixty pounds each, 
for the ufe of the military. 

The imports in the following years 1787, 1788,1789,1790 and 1791, 
were nearly of the fame value, with a difference of about 'five or fix 

thoufand pounds frerling more or Ids. 
At the clofe of this thort account of the trade of Canada I thall here 

repeat once more, that it is a faithful extract of the journal of Count 
Amiriani, of ,vhich a friend of his, to whom he had communicated it, 
permitted me to make ufe. The abilities and charaeler of Count An
driani, as well as the facility, with which he was able to make his reO. 
fearches purfuant to the direelion of the Britith government, infpire great 
confidence in the exaelnefs of the information, which he has colleeled. 
I have not been able myfclf to fubfrantiate the veracity of his accounts; 
and befides it is eafily' underfrood, that fince the time, when he wrote, 
fame alterations may have taken place, in point both of the quality and 
the value of the exports and imports. 

JOURNEY 
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JOURNEY FRO:\l UPPER CANADA TO BOSTON, 

DEPARTURE FROM OSWEGO. 

ON Snnda)" the ::!Gth of J.uly, the day af:er our arrival at Of\'\-Cg(:l, 
WI.: learned from the officers, that durmg the harveft the Amen

can ihips {ail Ids frequently, than at other times, and that probably we 
fuould hayc to wait for one {cycral days. W c underfl:ood at the {arne 

time, that the beft plan we could adopt was, to walk twch-c miles farther 
on, in the hope that the {ettlers, who liyc there, would accommodate 
us with a ,·cifel. Being both impatient to quit the Englifu dominions, 
and afraid to incur too great an expence by hiring ~ \\ hole ihip for our
{elves, \\1.: were walking, in {orne degree of perplexity, on the baftion 
along the fuore, when we difcovered a vefiel approaching. The {oldiers, 
\\ ho have learned hatred and contempt of the Americans along with the 
manual exercife, perceiying the attention, with which we obferved her 
approach, {aid to us, "Why, gentlemen, that is nothing; ihc is but a 

vdId of the d--d Yankees;" and it was cxadly a "eifel (If the Yan~ 

kces, wewifhed to obtain. Mr. VA~AT.LE~, an American, \"ho refiJes 
in thc yicinity of Albany. commanded the ,cifel; he came on i110re 

ihortl5" after, to procure rome frefh proyiiinn, of which he Hood in need 
to cme himfclf of an intermittent tcvt:r, that he had GlU;,:ht in the woods . 

• From W,1J1t of an inn, he had no opportunity of buyin;; any at the fort; 
the officers might hayc ca1ii;- fupplied him with tome n:getables; but in 
the opinion of a Britilh officer, it is neither necefiary nor decent to 1uc-
cour a Yankee. . 

Mr. Yanallen. altllOclgh thus difappointd in his hope of findinO' in 
O(\\c,r;() the J1C'\."d[u y fuccour for hi!; rec(jYl~ry, yet promifed us two pi'aces 

In 
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in his veiTel. He could not howe,'er fet fail for Albany faoner than the 
next day, or perhaps in two or three days, after haYing been joined b)' 
three other vdfels, which he expeCl:ed, and in qUei1: of which he returned 
to a certain point on the lake. We were thus furnifhed with a certain 
opportunity of quitting Of we go, and the eagerne0, with ,\ hich we em
braced it, could not but convince our guefis of our earncft defirc fit 
making all poilible hafte. The certainty of our fpeedy departure infpired. 
us with patience. The Engli!h officers, who entertained more liberal 
fentiments towards us, than to the Yankees, peremptorily infiftcd on fup
plying us with provifion; and this they did with a generofity, whiL'h 
p~rfecl.ly anfwercd the kind reception, we in general experienced on their 
part. 

Two whole days had in the mean while eIapfed, and the third began 
to prefs heavy upon us, when, being alone in the fort, while Dupetit
thouars and the Engli!h officers had gone on a hunting and fifhing party, 
I at laft defcried two veiTels with my telefcope, which was conftantly 
pointed to the coafr, whence I expeCl:ed my deliverance; my effecl.s 
were foon packed up and my ftores collected. Whether thefe veiTels be
longed to Mr. Vanallen or any other perfon, we were determined to feize 
upon the firfr opportunity of departing from O{wego. I t was Mr. Van
allen; he had been joined but by one of the veilels, and had refolved 
not to wait for the reft: yet as it was already noon, as his veiTels were 
heavy laden, and the rapids two miles from Of we go, which he was 
obliged to pafs, would have detained him too long to make much way 
the remainder of the day, he propofed to us, to follow him on foot, at 
four o'clock the next morning. We thought it better, to !hare his tent 
with him that very evening, and the certainty of quitting Of we go in 
the afternoon made us far more happy, than all the attention of the 
Britifh officers, on which 've can hardly beftow fufficient praife, had 
been able to do. They carried their politenefs fo far, as to attend 11' to 
our night quarters, and on taking leave, gave us fuch proofs of friend!hip 
and attachment, as we cannot but acknowledge with unfeigned gra
titude, 

Xx 1'h ... 
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The mufquitoes, which teafed us fadly, were not able to .rr.ake us re
pent our refolution of joining Mr. Vanallen th~t very evenmg; a~d al
though we did not lie down to reft the whole mght, y~t we heartlly re
joiced in being no longer fl1bjected to the fceptre of hls Excellency the 

Governor-general of the two Canadas. 

JOLJRXEY FROM OSWEGO TO THE :FALLS. 

We fet out at break of day, and yet were not able to advance more 
than ten miles, the whole day. The navigation of the river Of we go is 
extremely trouble{ome, as there is but ycry fcldom fufficient water, even 
for pufhing the veffd along. Each of our veuels, it is true, carried about 
one ton and a half, but each was worked too by three men. Befides 
Dupetitthouars affifred the men in our vefieI with the utmofr zeal; he 
pufhed as much as they did, and paffed like them three-fourths of the 
day in the water, to lift the veffel, that fhe might more eafily clear the 
rocks and large frones, 'with which the river is filled, and which fue 
would not haye been able to pafs over in any other manner. In five or 
fix places the frrength of a fingle £hip's company was not fufficient to 
keep the vdfel afloat, but the men of hoth veffels were obliged to join 
for that purpofe. Ships lefs deeply laden, than ours, are faid to proceed 
with more facility, cfpecially in defcending the river, when the current 
affords {orne affifrance. In autumn and {pring the encreafed mafs of 
water is al{o faid to remove the impediments, which at prefent obftruct 
and retard the navigation. It may be {a; yet a nayigation, which is prac
ticable only for two months in the year and in defcending the river, and 
at the fame time affords at prefent the only known outlet for the ex
por~ati~n .of all the productions, and the {ole inlet for all the provifion, 
\~lllch is imported from the other fide of the lake, cannot in any re
ipect be compared with that of the river St. Lawrence, however im
per~ect .it may be. The State of New York, to whofe territory this riycr
naVIgatIOn belongs, and for which it is of much greater importance, than 
for any other fr~te, will 110 doubt make all pollible exertion to facili-

tate 
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tate it. ..\ project of this nature i:" I underftand, 3.!~2ad:r \;nJLf con
templation, but how far 'will it be pamble to execute this important 
ent~rprife? This is a queftion, which cannot be decided, but after a 
long .and mature confideration of all the obftacles, which it will be ne
ceffary to furmount. To have ftarted it, is fufficient for being aware of 
the great i mpediment~, by which it io; obftrutl:ed. 

During this whole day's journey nothing remarkable came within our 
view. There is no fettlement between Ofwegu and the Falls. You paf:; 
by an ifland, which has taken the name of Brefv"it from a French officer, 
who in the feven years war obtained here an adyantage over a combined 
corps of Englifll troops and Indians. The if1and is throughout covered 
with ",,-ood, and fo io; the whole cuuntry. through which we ha\'e hitherto 

paffed. Two miles from the falls ftancIs a houie, which appertains to 
Mr. VA~ V ERBERG, a Dutchman, who is charged in the country with 
giving information to the garrifon of the filmgglers who intend to run 
any commodities into the province in the night, and with being an Eng
lifh fpy in regard to dcferters. This charge, which, by what we learned 
in the fort, feems to be founded, is 10 generally credited, that laft year, 
in confequence of the rumour of an impending war between America and 
England, he was obliged to take refuge in the fort againft the revengeful 

pr~jetl:s of his neighbours. 
At the place, where the navigation is intercepted, we halted at WIL

LL\.:l1 SHOItTI'::\"~' He keeps an inn. that i~, he admits into one room of 
his houfe all the traycllcr~, who defire to fleep there, and accommodates 
them with faIt pork and rum; which is the moft he is able to do. We 
arrived there, at nine o· clock in the eYening, wet to the fkin; for fuch of 

us, as had not been drenched by puflling and drawing the fhip along, 
v,,'ere foaked by the confrant rain. We dried ourfelves at a good fire; 
and a few flices of ham, we had brought with us, rdrorcd our ftrength. 
Dupetitthouars fuared with me a ycry indifferent bcd, which however 
we found extremely comfortable. From excciEve f~!tigue I conquered 
the extreme arcrfion, which I always feel when I am obliged to fleep in 

X x 2 the 
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the {arne bed with another perfon, and became infenfible of the incon
venience of fleeping in fa narrow a room among fo many people and 

with fo great a noife. 

OSWEGO FALLS AND PENIERS. 

The portage, occa{;oned by the falls of the river OfW'egc, is about a 
mile in length. W. Shorten, at whofe houfe we ftopped, kept only a 

yoke of oxen, and our two vdfels were heavy laden. Each veffe1 was to 
be conveyed feparately, and the cargo required four turns of the carriage. 
The Americans not being anywife remarkable for fpeed and agility, 
it was not until five o'clock in the evening, that our veffels had reached 
the place where the naviO'ation recommences, and where they were , b 

again to be loaded. Here a quarrel arofe between our commander Van-
allen, and the two mates, who were in his fervice, but quite intoxicated. 
They ufed him yery ill; he fwore at them, and they returned the com
pliment by calling him all the ill names, which their well-frored memory 
would fupply. This quarrel was fcareely half accommodated, when 
another man arrived from the neighbourhood, demanding from Mr. 
Vanallen {orne money, which, he faid, was due to his {on, who for {orne 
time had ferved on board his yeffeI. This difference, however, was {oon 
fettled on friendly terms ; Vanallen conducted us into night-quarters at 
his adverfary's, and facrificed to this reconciliation fome miles, which we 
fhould haye been able to make the fame evening. 

This time we had not even a bed. Our party, our ikippers, landlord, 
wife, fans and daughters flept all pell-meH in a room, which was about 
twe~ve feet fquare. And unfortunately we were not fufficiently fatigued, 
havmg travelled but one mile on foot and one mile and a half by water, 
to find the floor foft, and to be infenfible to the frings of the mufquitoes 
and the bites of fleas. 

Mr. Vanallen, in whofe vdfels we took our paffage, is member of the 
Congrefs for the county of Albany in the frate of New York. He is alfo 
a geometer and furveyor. His age, and, no doubt, his talents, fcem to 

have 
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have procured him the confidence of his country. He is charged with 
the commiffion of furveying upwards of half a million of acres, iituated 
on Lake Ontario and the river St. Lawrence, nearly oppofite to Carlton 
Wand, which belong to MefTrs. CHASSANG, REY, DE CH.\.Ul\JONT, 
\~OXE and Company. He began lafr year to execute this commiffion; 
but was much impeded in the progrefs of this bufinefs by the ficknefs of 
mofr of the ~ffii1:ant furveyors, employed under him, and was further 
prevented from completing it by the confiderablc declination of the mag
netic needle in the vicinity of fome rocks. He was himfclf feized with a 
fit of the ague, with which the whole country is infefred, and which is 
caught by wandering through the forefrs, as wdl as by inhabiting the 
banks of rivers. Mr. Vanallen is jufrice of the peace, and for this reafon 
fryled 'Squire by his people, if he do not fwear at them. He is about 
iixty years old, is faid to pofTefs a tolerable ihare of information, anJ 
feems in faCt to be a worthy and intelligent man. 

All the fettlements in this part of the country are in an infant frate. 
W. Shorten, at whofe houfe we :£topped the firfr night, fettled here a .. 
late as laft fpring. He bought his efiate three years ago for three pence 
an acre, and can now fell it for twelve fhillings. He pofTdfes three hun
dred acres, ten of which are fcarccly cleared, and theft: are fituated on the 
right bank of the riYer. That which lies on the left is Soldiers' land, as 
'.t is called, that is, it has, fince the peace, been difiributeJ among lvl
diers by the fiate of ~·;cw York. PENIERS, at whofe hou[e we remained 
the fecond day, bought two years ago a ihare of this land from a [ulJier, 
to whom it had been given, for three 111illings an acre. 

The Of we go fall is ahout ten feet high; and the riYer nearly one 
eight of a mile in \vidth. The profpeCt is not " .. ithout charms. A break 
of the bed of rocks, from which the riycr precipitates itidC and the ir
regularity of the form, produce a tolerably firiking, but not a grand c1t\:ct. 

On the right bank, near the water-fall, are found the traces of an an
cient French entrenchment, and hard by them frands a fmalliog-houfe, 
the proprietor of which is at pre[ent building a grifr-mill belo\y the fall. 

THREE 
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THREE RIVERS POINT AND 'SQUIRE BINGHAM. 

There exiit few unpleafant fituations in this world, which may not 
be confidered in a Iefs unfa,,-ourabk point (')fyiew; an exercife of imagi
nation, with \vhich. for fame time pait, I have tolerably familiarifed my
felf. The benefit ariiing from a bad reiting-place is th~ acceleration of 
the moment of departure. Mr. Yanallcn, who fatisfied Penier's de
mand with many carciTes of the little ones, with compliments to the 
O"rown up members of the family, and with a fi11all prefent of chocolate 
~ . 
for Peniers himiclf, haftened to fet otf. 'Ve went all board before fin' 
o'clock in the morning. After a navigation, which ran cOllilantly be
tween ,\"ood~, and in the courfe of which we J:tw, in a trad: of country of 
cleven miles in length, not one felled tree., we reached at laft, partly by 
ro\\ing, and partly by pufhing the vdl"el along, the rapids of the Three 
Rivers. All fuperfluous people were here obliged to leave the ve{lcl. Mr. 
Vanallen, therefore, as \vell as myfclf: went on 1hore, and repaired to a 
1lTIall cottage, where we found a family, but very lately recovered from 
the ague, and at prefent bu1icd in mowing a meagre looking field of wheat. 
There good poople, who ha,-e no neighbours, are neceffitated to do every 
thing themfelves, Of eight children, who compofe this family, the 
~lddt, who is nine years old, is alone able to a{fi11: them a little. They 
have neither rakes, harrows nor fcythcs; and yet it is better to facrifi{.'c 
three fourths of their han-eft, than to lofe the whole. Thefe poor people, 
who have liyed here a tweh-emonth, were conftantly troubled with the 
ague. They pofIdfed one thoufand two hundred acres of land, fix 
hundred of which were, by the fiate of r\ew York, gi\-en to the hu(. 
ban~, who had {erved in the army, and the other :fix hundred he pur
chated t".o years <lgo for ten fhillings an acre, but was compelled by 
ex.tr~mc dtitreb to fell again three hundred, with the fmall profit of two 
1?11lmg~ per acre. The ~ood people cultivate a garden; they exchanged 
lome ,c.'!ctablcs for a kw pounds of pork, with which Mr. Vanallen 
was readier to accommodate them from an opinion, that his recovery 

depends 
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depends on the ufe of frdh provifion. They {eem to be good and in
dufrrious people; the wife, though mother of eight children, and {eareely 
recovered from the ague, is yet handfome. They prefented me with 
fame potatoes and cucumbers, and declined accepting any payment. 

After the rapids had been paffed, not without confiderable trouble, 
we returned on board, and purfuing our voyage with lefs ob!huaion 
than before, we at length reached the point, where the Of we go river 
joins the Onondaga, which proceeds from the {mall lakes, changes it~ 

name, and affumes that of the river Oneida. The(e appellations fuould 
rather be reverfed. As we worked up the ftream, the river Oneida flow
ing out of the lake of that name, meets the Onondago, which falls into 
it, and is now called Of wego; but I write as I travel. 

The whole tract of land, which we have traver(ed fince we left 
Of we go, lies in the county of Onondaga, which extends as far as Lake 
Oneida, contains nearly one million eight hundred thou(and acres of ex
cellent land; and yet, according to the laft computation, has no more 
than three thoufand inhabitants. 

The Three RiYers Point, which is the name of this place, is a very in
terefting fpot. The navigation, by which the provifion from the difirict 
of Geneffee is conveyed acrofs the lakes, and the faIt from the hrine
{pring, near the borders of Onondaga, here joins that by which the pro
vifion is procured on the Mohawk River from Albany and all the 
cafiern provinces. The nayigation between Albany and the Lakes of 

Geneffee has hitherto been far more frequent than from any of thde 
points to Lake Ontario. But the time cannot be diltant, when this 
fpot, ""here at prcfent fiands no building but an inn, will become the 
fite of an important to\\n. As yet, it is one of the molt unhealthy fpot~ 
in a country by no means remarkable for falubrity. Our 'Squire, who had 
purchafed in Kingfion flour for fix dollars a barrel, and pork for fixpence a 
pound, and from the connivance or extraordinary blindncfs of the Englifu 
officers, conveyed it to the River Of we go, thought now of felling it here 
with cOllfiderable profit. He had already difpofed of fome barrels of flour 
for eight dollars a barrel at the Ofwego Falls, and intended to tranfmit his 

whole 
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'\\ hole cargo to SaltCprings, where he hoped to fell it tor kn dollars a 
barrel. But he learned here, that the meeting, relatiyc to the treaty 

with the Indians, was not to take place; that the country was full of 
prm-;!ion; that it was fold at a much l.w;er price than he demand~d ; 
and that fpecie was very fcarce. He was, therefore, neceffitated to give 

up his fond hopes, and embrace the refolution of proceeding fomewhat 

farther in quefi of purchafers. 
I entertained fome hope that, on account of this difappointment, we 

filould this afternoon proceed fome miles farther, when a vdfel arrived. 
on board of which were lVlefi"rs. RENSELAER, HENRY, and STOUTS, all 
inhabitants of Albany of great refpe8:ability. The firft was not yet per
feCtly recovered from a fever, which had left him in fome meafure, 
but frill carried all the fymptoms of an intermittent. Thefe gen
tlemen intended not to proceed farther. Mr. Vanallen propofed to 
delay his departure until the next morning, to travel in their company; 
he introduced us to them, and a glafs of good wine, which they carried 
"ith them (they travelled all much at their eafe), confolcd Dupetit

thouars as well as myfclf for this new delay. 
Eyery one in the houfe was ill. The landlord, another 'Squire, wa~ 

jufr recovered from the ague; but his wife was frill indifpofed with it, 
and in bed. His children and fen'ants were in the fame fituation, and fo 

was a pretty young woman, about twenty years old, whom we {uppofed to 
be married, becaufe file fuckled an infant of two months; but this, 
alas! was the unfortunat£ offspring of her love for a young man, who, 
under a promife of marriage, had {educed and afterwards deferted her. 

1"...11 thefe people lay ill in the roem where we were to dine and fleep; 
for it was the only room in the houfe. The new comers, who brought 
vrith them a very tight tent, declared that they would rather pars the 
night under this tent, than breathe the noxious air of this houfe. Mr. 
V a~allen, frruck with a dread of a relapfe of the ague, ordered his tent, 
whIch confifted only of his fail, to be pitched on the banks of the river; 
and we wrapped ourfelves up, as ufual, in our blankets. 

I bad juft fallen afieep, when I was waked by the landlord, who called 

me 
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me DoCtor. Having obferved, in the courfe of the day, that I concerned 
myfelf about his patients, and carefully enquired into the particulars of 
their indiii)ofition, and their treatment, he concluded that I mufr needs 
be a phyfician. "DoCl:or," faid he, " for God's fake, get up! unlefs you 
immediately relieve the young woman fhe will certainly die. The Doctor, 
who was here eight days ago, left her fome medicine, 'which was to lafr till 
this day, and he faid \youid cure her. She is much worfe now, and the me
dicine is all gone. Pray do give her fomething, that !he may not die." 
Though I was a long while debating with myfelf, whether or no I was to 
accept the title of Doctor, and at length afiured him, that I had no claim 
to that title, yet 'Squire BINGH.-\ M, mifraking my modefry for ill-nature or 
drowfinefs, infified on my adminifrering relief to the young woman. For
tunately it (() happened, that in my faddle-bag I had fome James's powder. 
which Mr. BORDLEY was fo kind as to procure me before my departure 
from Philadelphia. From an opinion, that in thefe defperate circum
frances it might perhaps be of fervice, I declined with Iefs obfrinacy to 
anfwer the confidence repofed in me by the good man. He condutl:ed 
me to the bed of the patient, who, I tound, was fwoln, covered with 
petechia, and delirious; under thefe circumfrances my James's powder 
could do no harm. But unfc)rtunatcly I had lofi the printed direCl:ion. 
pointing out the dofe. a correct knowledge of which I frood much in need 
oC as I had never before feen it ufed, and this \\as the reafon why Mr. 
Bordley gave me the aboye direction. By iliewing any irrefolution I 
fhould have lciTmed thc confidence, which, though ycry ulldefervedly 
placed in me, I wi{hed to prefen-e. 'Vith a tolerable degree of aiTurance 
I gave her twenty grains in a glafs of Madeira, which the patient took 
with implicit confidence. Four hours had fcared), clapfed, when the
enraptured 'Squire waked me again, to announce the good fuccefs of my 

pr.efcription. It had produced a ftrang perfpiration and _c\'acuations, 
which the Phyfician of Onondago had, thefe eight days paft, in vain en
deavoured to procure. On the following morning, prcyiouf1y to my depar
ture, I gave her ten grains more, left her another dofe, and departed loaded 
with the bleffings of thc unfortunate young woman, who kiiTcd my hands, 

Yy my 
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my coat, and would not let me go. I gave .Mr. Bi~gham, ,:ho c~n
{ulted me al{o, {orne bark, and left Three Rivers Pomt, carrymg with 
me the thanks of all the people in the hou{e, leaving behind a difrin
guiilied reputation for medical talents, and enjoying the happinds ofhav
ing accidentally done fome good by my advice. The unlucky frars of 
the young woman, whom Mr. Bingham took into his hou{e eight months 
before, had conducted her reducer into the inn, who aggravated his for
mer offence by ufing her ill in her pre{ent fituation. He arrived on board 
a vdfel bound for the difrrict of Geneffee, whither he was going in quefr 
of labour; and his conduct had thrown my poor patient into convulfions, 
which my powder completely conquered. On my return to Philadel
phia, it will be eafily conceived, I ceded all the honour of the cure to 
Mr. Bonlley, who made me fuudder at the medical experiment I had 
made. He told me, that in no cure whatc\"er James's powder fuould be 
given in a larger dofe than {even grains; but I had raved the poor woman, 
whofe life, by a frrict ob{ervance of the printed direction, might perhaps 
have been lofr. 

The {pot, on which the inn frands, belongs to 'Squire Bingham, who 
alfo poffeffes a few acres contiguous to the building, and a confiderable 
(luantity of land at fome difrance from it. All there lands would be to
lerably good, but for their marfhy, low, and flat fituation, which expo{es 
them to frequent inundations. The water is abominable; and the air 
bad. 

ROTTERDAM A~D LAKE ONEIDA.-MR. DE VATINES. 

The paifage to Lake Oneida was attended with Ids difficulties, than 
that of the preceding days; we found it excellent, travelling in the com
pany of the gentlemen of Albany, one of whom was brother to the 
Deputy-governor of New York, the fecond one of the richefr merchants 
of Albany, and the third a very re{pectable lawyer; their behaviour was 
frank and polite. We flopped at Fort Brompton at the entrance of 
the lake. This frructure alfo is furrounded with pallifadoes, erected laft 
year; it frands at the foot of an ancient entrenchment, confrructed by 

the 
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the Englifh during the American war, on an advantageous ground, com
manding the entrance of the lake. The work was thrown up in a zig
zag figure; but from the remains no diftinCt idea can be formed, how 

the cannon could be pointed to advantage. All the antiquities of this 
country confift in the remains of forts, built in the wars of 1770 or 1756. 
Fancy muft live in future ages, to find occupation in this infant country; 

paft ages can exift here only for generations not yet born. 
The proprietor of the houfe had gone to Rotterdam three days before. 

A girl of fourteen was left behind to take care of the houfe, and of a 
little brother, who was fick, and whom ihe aCtually nurfed with a foli
citudc truly affeCting. The girl, poor thing, did all ihe could for our ac
commodation, but nothing was to be procured. Wc ihould ha,-c been 
obliged to content ourfclves with a few fmall potatoes, which we pulled 

up in the fields, if the Indians, who were encamped on the oppofite bank 

of the river, had not brought us a large pike, which they had caught in 

the morning with a harpoon. 
Our feamen, worn out with fatigue, refufcd at firft fo proceed the fame 

eycning to Rotterdam, ten miles farther up the lake. But from the fcanti
neis of our provifion, they altered their mind, thinking, that they might 
be better off in that place. Rotterdam is an infant fettlement, formed 

but ten months ago. Mr. SCHREIBER, a rich Dutch merchant, pof-
1ciTcs a large traCt of land, extending from Lake Ontario to Lake Oneida. 
He fixed upon the mouth of Bruce-creek as the fite of the chief place, 

and another fettlement he has formed on Little Salmon-creek, two miles 

from Lake Ontario. Bruce-creek continues navigable fome miles farther 
up. Mr. Schreiber has made a road from. Rotterdam to his new town; 

but all thefe fettlernents are yet of no importance. The whole city of 

Rotterdam, to which the founder has given that name in honour of his na

tive place, confifts of about twenty houfes. The dams, which he conftruch 

for two mills he is building, have coft him confiderable fums of money; 

hitherto he has proved rather unfuccefsful in the conftruCtion of thefe 
dams, and has feveral times been neceffitated to recommence them a-new. 

The grift-mill is not yet finiihed; the dams feern not to be of fufficient 

Y y 2 ftrength 
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ihength for the mafs of water, which they are defrined to enclofe and 
direct. Some yery expenfiye works, which he has eretled at the en
trance of the creek, haye contributed but yery little to render them 
more commodious. The money, which Mr. Schreiber has expended on 
buildings and roads, is eftimated at eight thoufand dollars. If they were 
conftructed on good principles, this money would have been well fpent. 
He is now building a handfome houfe of joiner's work, where he in
tends to keep a frore, in company with two partners, who are to ma
nage this concern, to have a fhare of the profits, and to act as his agents 
in every branch of the bufinefs. A frore or :(hop affords here, as indeed 
it does all oyer America, the befr income, which a man can procure, 
who incurs a confiderable expence in forming a new fcttIement. Mr. 
Schreiber, by means of his frore, obtains all the money back, which he 
expends for his building, &c. He fells his brandy for four :(hillings and 
:fixpence a quart~ rum for three fhillings and fixpence, flour for fixpence 
a pound, and ten dollars and half a barrel, for which he pays no more 
than feven dollars. The profit, he obtains by the fale of other provifion,. 
is frill more confiderable. The land, which eighteen months ago he pur
chafed for one dollar an acre, cofrs now three, but is not much fought 
after. The prefent fettlers come from New England and the environs 
of Albany. 

The partners of Mr. Schreiber in regard to his fiore are Dutchmen,. 
like himfelf. Their fhopman is a mulatto, who at the fame time acts 
as phyfician and gardener, and feems to have received a liberal educa
tion. He is faid to be a brothtr of Mr. W ELTH, one of the partners. 
Labourers' wages are at Rotterdam four fuillings a day with board, or 
fIX fuillings and fixpence without it. For the bread for our own con

fumptio~ w: paid nine-pence a pound, about eighteen French fous; its 
ufual pnce IS fixpence. Frdh meat, when it can be procured, eoits eight
pence a pound. But thefe kinds of provifion are fcarce, notwithfranding 
the great number of workmen, employed by Mr. Schreiber, and confe
quently dear. Fevers are as prevalent in this part of the country, as in 
any we have hitherto traverfed. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Vanallen found here an opportunity of felling his whole cargo, as 
well as one of his veflels, but at a lower price than he hoped to obtain. 
His flour he fold here for eight dollars a barrel, and at the Of we go-falls 
for eight dollars and a quarter. He concluded this bargain with feveral 
thop-keepers, and as it took up the whole morning, we gained fufficient 
time to vifit a Frenchman, who enjoyed the reputation of being a yery 
ikilful gardener. Although we found him bufied in gathering pota
toes and onions, yet both his phyfiognomy and demeanour marked him 
as a man of fome difi:inCtion; and we foon learned from him, that not 
long ago, he poiTeiTed a vifcount's efi:ate in the neighbourhood of Litle. 
His father had fpent a part of his property; he himfelf was rather pro
digal, and fold for this reafon his frnall efi:ate for twenty-four thoufand 
livres, before the French revolution broke out, to try his fortune with 
this money in America. Having funk this fum alfo, in imprudent en
terprifes and ufelefs expence, he was at length obliged to refort to agri
culture for his livelihood. His name is VATINES, and he has already 
refided three years in the neighbourhood of Lake Oneida. A whole 
twelvemonth he paiTed with the Indians, whom he highly praifes, and 
afterwards refided with his wife alone on an itland in the lake, where he 
cleared about twenty acres of land. About fifteen months ago he fettled 
in Rotterdam, where Mr. Schreiber fold him one hundred acres on vep! 
fair and reafonable terms. By his own confeffion, the various changes of 
his place of refidence, have been regulated by the inconfi:ancy of hi'S 
charaCter, rather than by mature deliberation. He is about thirty years 
old, fprightly, obliging, always merry, inured to labour, and never trouble
fome with complaints of his fate. But he is prejudi.ced againfi: the 
Americans, on account of their unfair dealings in the courfe of bufinefs, 
as he fays, and efpecially, becaufe they are extremely dull and melan
choly. He lives, however, on very good terms with all the inhabitants 
of Rotterdam; though, in his judgment, they are even worfe than other 
Americans. He affifi:s them in their bufinefs, accepts their affifi:ance in 
his bufinefs, and fells them at thehighefr poffible rate the produce of his 
fmall garden, which is well cultivated and ftocked with culinary plants. 

He 
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H~ was extremely pleafed with feeing his countrymen, and offered us all 
the ycgetables in his garden, without accepting a thilling in return. All 
his ideas are fixed on France, and on the moment, when peace thall al

low him to return into a country, which he prefers to any other. Dry 
bread in France he would not exchange for property and wealth in any 
other part of the globe. This frame of mind is common to all French
men. With the utmofr concern he enquired after news relative to the 
armies of France and their fuccdfes. To judge by our converfation with 
him, he feems to poifds more attiyity than judgment. His fentiments 
concerning the French revolution are thofe of an honefr Frenchman. He 
poifeifed fome books, the choicc of which was much to his credit-Mon
tefc{Ui~u, Buffoh, Corneille, and a great nriety of travels. After having 
made away with his jewels, his cloaths and his linen, he was at lafr obliged 
to part with his library at half the price, which they would have fetched 
even in New York or Philadelphia. The keeper of the frore was the only 
man within a 1flace of t\VO hu~dred miic.-;, who could procure him a pur
chafer, in the perfon of a rich Dutchm~h, who had fettled a few miles 
from Rotterdam. We wifhed to fee Madame VATINES; ihe is about 
twenty-four years of age, pretty and good; her eyes are beautiful; her 
look has much fweetnefs and expreffion, and it feems that the, like many 
other wives, loves her huiband with more tendernefs, than he returns. 
Kor ihould I anywife be furpriied, if the expreffions and light tone of 
her huihand ihould infpire her with jealoufy, although he appears to be 
much attached to her. She is mother of three children, the oldefr of 
whom is ten years old; the is of a mild and cheerful difpoiition, feniiblc 
and judicious. She makes hay, bakes bread, cooks, and yet her hands 
are very handfome. She is as little pleafed with America as her huiband, 
efpeciaUJ the environs of Lake Oneida; and the encouraO"es him in the 
defire of reiiding at leafi in the fame place with fome ot~er French fa

milies: She felt much pleafure in our company, and enjoyed with ,us, 
the fald, more happinefs in a quarter of an hour, than the would with 
Americans, if the lived ten years among them. This fort of averiion, or 
this di:tlike of Americans, is common to all the Frenchmen, you meet 

with 
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with in this part of the globe. lIowever roughly they may have been 
handled by fate, they demand pleafing forms, verfatility of expreffion, 
mildnefs, chearfulnefs, and a frank and open demeanour. Their rafh
nefs in forming opinions, and their prejudices, never leave them. Al
though they may without injui1:ice entertain the opinion, that the out
ward appearance of the Americans is lefs pleafing than ours; yet they 
are certainly unjui1: in contending, that they are lefs honei1:, than other 
people. Nothing, that has come within my obfervation, can jui1:ify fuch 
an Opll11011. We learned from Mr. Vatines, that Mr. DESJARDINS, 
and not the Abbe Dc~jardins, as we were told at Niagara, had bought of 
Mr. MACOl\lBE of Paris three hundred thGufand acres of land, along the 
banks of the Black River in Hunger-bay, in company with two other 
Frenchmen, one of whom, Mr. FAROX, an architect, was lately drowned, 
in croffing the Black River. They are now fun-eying thefe lands, on 
which they intend to form large fettlements. Mr. Desjardins is faid to 
be a man of confiderable property; he is married, and at prefent en~ 
gaged in building a houfe in Albany. All thefe particulars we learned 
from Mr. Vatin;:~, whom we left with the promife of a mutual kind re
membrance. Rotterdam itands on the borders of the county of Herke
mer, to which it belongs. 

WOOD-CREEK. 

Lake Oneida is twenty-eight miles in length, about eighteen of which 
remain yet to be crolfed, before we leave it. You fee not one building, 
or any fettlement along the banks of the lake, excepting a farm-haufe, 
built by Mr. VANDEKAMP (the fame who bought Mr. Vatines's books), 
and fituated five miles from Rotterdam. Endlefs forei1:s, em indifferent 
foil, and no eminence, appear towards the north. The country rifes 
more fouthwards, where mountains come in view, at the dii1:ance of ten 
9r twelve miles, in a direction parallel to the lake. Theft mountains 
~ the fame, which we faw on Lake Ontario, on our way from King
{ton to Of we go. Lake Oneida is from five to fix miles in breadth. On 
;ts fouth-eaft bank, a few miles from the: ihore, frands the Indian vil-

lage 
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lage of Oneida, This nation is no," engaged in concluding a treaty, ,by 
which it is to fell the country, fouth of Oneida-lake, called the Onelda 
Refervation, to the fiate of New York. I am not acquainted with the 
conditions of this treaty; all I know is, that the nation are to retain a 
tratl: of land of twelve fquare miles in extent, which is to be fecured to 
them by all pollible means, together with the right of a free fiiliery in 
the lake, But a few years ago, the Oneida Indians were poifeffors of 
the immenfe extent of country, which is now in the hands of the Ame
rican fpeculators in land. That thefe lands fhould come into fuch hands, 
as are able to put them into a good condition, can be no matter of regret, 
cfpeciallyas the Indians confent to it. But might it not be poffible, to 
form fettlements amidil thefe people, to civilize them by agriculture, 
and to infirutl: them by example? This tribe, it is afierted, encreafes 
rather than decreafes in numbers. If this were true, it would be the 
only infiance among all the Indian nations, yet known, and deferve en
couragement. Civilization is faid to have already, in fome meafure, 
gained ground among the Indians, and agricu1ture to have reached a 
higher degree of perfection with them than in any other tribe. The ne
gociations, we were informed, meet, however, with obilruelions, which 
are likely to impede a fuccefsful iifue. General SCH UY LER, who con
duels them on the part of the United Statcs, and who intends to pur
chafe all the land on his own account, experiences a thong oppofition 
from TIMOTHY PICKERING, the Secretary of State, who is faid to be 
rlifplcafcd, that he himfelf cannot come in for a fhare in the propofed 
indemnification. Thefe particulars, which I have from perfons, who 
think thcmfeh'cs well-informed, may yet be mere fcandalous reports, 
although the), carry no improbability with thcm.* 

We counted on admncing a fcw miles on the Wood-creek, before we 
fhould :fi:op, when we fell in with our company from Albany who had 
halted at the mouth of the lake. A fit of the ;gue had obliged Mr. Van 

~ The nego~iations.' mentioned by the author, actually led to the treaty of 1795, by 
\\'hle~ the Oneida natIOn fold the Oneida refervation to the fiate of New York, for an 
annuity of three- thoufand five hundred and fi'fity t d II 1'.0 - wo 0 ars.- t-aIlJ" 

ReniCIaer 
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Renfelaer to put a period to this day's journey at two o'clock in the after
noon. The gentlemen propofed to us, to flop likewife; our conductor 
accepted the propofal, and our confent was a matter of courfe. We 
paired the night in fcratching, rather than in fleep; for the marangouins 
and other fmall gnats are more numerous and troublefome, along the 
banks of the Wood-creek, than in any other part of thefe wilderneifes. 
We were obliged to fend for water, to a fpring, which was known to the 
people on board our veilel, but three miles dii1:ant. This water, though 
bad in itfelC was excellent in comparifon with the muddy, mephitic and 
fragnant water of Wood-creek, and, with rum, was drinkable. Our din
ner confifrcd of fome potatoes, which were left from our lafr meal at 
Rotterdam; we had plenty of bifcuit; and although we wcre badly off 
in every refpeB:, yet we found, that things might be worfe. 

CANADA CREEK. 

Wood-creek is the fmall frream of Lake Oneida; at its mouth it is 
fcarce fixteen yards in breadth, and fomewhat farther up hardly eight. The 
courfe of this creek being a continued ferpentine winding, the difrance 
from its fource to the mouth, which in a frraight line is dlimated at 
forty miles, is trebled by thefe meanders. It is under contemplation to 
confrru<':t a canal, intended to cut ofF feyeral of thefe '.\ inuing", and to 
retain .a part of its prefcnt channel. The moderate mars of water, con
tained in this frream, is al(o obi1:ruB:cd by a confiderable number of trees, 

rooted out and fwept along by the frream in fining and autumn, when it 
overflows its banks. It is with great difficulty a yeilCl works her way 

through thefe incumbrances. This fluggiih river has probably taken its 

name from the great number of trunks of trees, '" hich obi1:ruB: the n~l\·iga
tion, and rot in the water; for, otherwife, it has no better claim to the name 
()f Wood-creek, than all other (mall rivers and lakes in America, which 
in general flow through woods. Thi~ navigation is, in my opinic.n, filr 

mme trouble{ome, than that of the Of\\cgo; :it leaH it is c<1clly fa; and 
it can hardly be expeCl:ed, that the propoied canal, were it even finilhed, 
.and kept in good repair, iliould for eyer remove the impediments, which 

Z Z obHruCl 
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obfl:ru<'l: the navigation. Throughout the whole courfe of this creek, i't 
receives only the waters of Canada Creek; which, excepting for two 
month~ in the year, difcharges into it but a {mall quantity of water. But, 
i!1 {pring, it rifes in fa extraordinary a degree, that the tre('~, under 
which we are now pailing along, and the branches of ,,;hich hang two 
icc: J.~c'-.-c· our heads, were, lafl: May, covered with water in fuch a man
ner, that the tame Yeifel, in which we now find our{elves, at that time 
raffed over the tree~, without noticing their exiftence. 

On the arri,-al of yeirels in Canada Creek, they mua be unloaded to 
pars nine or ten miles farther, the laft two of which cannot be paired at 
all, if the miller, \vho poireires a mill at the entrance of the creek, allow 
not his water to flow into the creek, which he {ometimes refufes. The 
cargoes of the vcirels are tran{ported in waggons, about ten or eleyen 
miles; the paficngers travel over the fame ground, as they choofe, or as 
they can. The veifels themfelves, when they haye approached the fource 
of \Vood-creek \,-ithin one or two miles, are put on waggons, to pafs 
the interval, which feparates the lake we have juft left from Mohawk 
River, where they are launched again. 

Although our party had formed the bold refolution of pufhing on to 
the head of Mohawk Ri,-cr, we halted at Canada Creek, refolved to let 
the veifel proceed onwards in moonihine, and to purfue, ourfelves, the 
voyage on the next morning at break of day. The foil was all along of 
a black colour and excellent quality; although it did not cover the rocky 
ground to any confiderable depth. 

In the whole courfe of our navigation on the Wood-creek, twenty
four miles in length, we faw not one building, and found but one fpring-, 
called Oakorchard, which ,vas four minutes filling a iinall glafs, and 
the water of which was but of a middling quality. 

FORT STAN\VIX. 

In the evening we generally fay, we ihall be awake early in the morn
ing. B~t this ~requently not being the cafe, a fatiguing journey is pro
traded m a tcdlOU~ manner, and a good night-lodging is more feldom 

obtained 



BY THE DUKE DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULT LIA;:{,::;on:T. 

obtained in a country, wherc in general (uch lodging is exceedingly rare. 
This inconvenience, however, cannot pollibly be avoided by a nUlT'.l'rV .. l
party, compo{ed of people labouring under infirmities and fond of cafe. 
Our vdfds had not yet !tarted at fix in the morning; the waggons had 
not yet arrived; and it was (even o'clock before we left Mr. GIL
BERT'S inn, which we found tolerably good, and which \yould hayc been 
much bctter, had our company been Ids numerous. Rottcrdam we had 
left full of fick people; we were now about fifty miles ti'om it, had fcell 
no other hou(e; and the firfr we entered wa.-: no le(s an infirm:u),. The 
landlady, the maid, the man-fen'ant, "v"ere all indifpoied with the ague, 
and the few neighbours of the inn \ycrc in the fame fituation, as the 
Gilbert family. The land along \V ood-creek, ·which is not of great 
yalue, being fubject to inundation, coils three dollars the acre. TIll~ 

price of that about Gilbert's houfe is five dollars, :md it i::; but of mid
dling quality. The conilruction of the canal induces the proprietors to 
raife the price of the land, though it is not frequently lought after; and 
in truth, I am at a lois to conceive, how anyone can be tt'n~pLed to in
habit the banks of this miferable creek. MeiTrs. Van Renjelaer and V an ~ 
allen, the two llck members of our party, made the tour on horfeback; 
Mr. Henry, Mr. Stouts, and myfClC tran:lled on foot; and Dupetit
thouars, pallionately fond of veifch and na",igation, followed the boats to 
help them along. Since \\"e began to tra\-el together, not a moment has 
pailed, but I have congratulatt:d myfclf on my trayelling in his compan), ; 
he is the moil quiet, cheerful, and pleafimt companion; he plays with 
children, converfcs with cxquifite fenfe with men, v.ho ddcn"e his notice; 
drinks \\"ith officers, and rows with feamen-eycr braye, cyer fimplc, and 
for this reafon profpering, in fome meaiurc, eyery -"here. 

The whole tract of country, through whieh this river Bows, from 
one extremity to the other, is called F(;rt Stanwi:\:, and takc:; its name 

trorn a fort, erected for the prote{ti.m ()f the communication betVl elll 

the two ends of the riYcr. Colonel Sr. LIU; EH, in order to a~tack thi, 
fort, attempted the difficult na,igatifJl1 of \\'ood-creek, ilill more ob
fhutled by the trees, which the Aml'ricans had purpnicly throY;l1 into 

z z ~ 
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the ilream. He fucceeded in penetrating to the fort, which he befieged, 

but the intelligence of the capture of General BURGOY~E'S army put a 

ipeedy end to the fiq!:e. I learned from General Si~coe, .that ~n this 
retreat the Engliili troops 1011: more men from the IndIans finng on them, 
than from the purfuit of the Americans. We halted on the fpot where 
Wood-creek entirely ceafes to be na,igable, yery near to its fource. 

The inn of Mr. STERX EY was full of people indifpofed with the ague. 
The whole neighbourhood was crowded with others in the fame condi
tion; and, by his account, numbers of tra,cllers are daily arriving, who 
have not efcaped the influence of the tainted air and of the contagion, 
which prevails in the difiri8: of Geneifee. Within this laft fortnight 
the flux has joined the feyer, already fufficiently dreadful in itfclf; it 
rage~ with all the violence of an epidemical difeafe, and carries off a 
great many people. At every door, at which we 11:opped, we obferved 
the fame yellow palenefs in every face, and received the fame accounts. 
Haying, at length, reached the place on the ri\-er Mohawk, where we 
were to embark, we found Mr. Renfelaer in a fit of the ague. An hout 
after, arrived the mate of Mr. Vanallen's veifel, feized with the fame 
illnefs, and laft of all came Dupetitthouars, the Hercules of our party, com
plaining of pains in his limbs, head-ache, and cold [hi verings. The poor 
man had felt thefe fymptoms thde two days, but concealed it from me, 

left I iliould repeat my earneft entreaties to him, not to undergo fuch ex
ceffive fatigue. Everyone of our party, who felt not quite fick, began 
now to examine, whether he were not deceived in his opinion of being 

well; the fear of being attacked by the univerfal contagion was openly con
fciTed; and the whole converfation turned upon the means of efcaping it, 
on the moH V\ holefomc food, and the beH rcmedies. Our whole day was 
lpent in this manner; for our YciTels, which had fet out at feven o'clock 
in the morning, did not arrive until nine in the evening. The great 
number of the fick in the country, attention to the patients of our own 

~arty, .and the wait~ng f~r the. vdrcls, prevented me from collecting in
formatIOn. What httle mtelbgence I obtained is as follows :-The land 
un the ~Ioh<l\,k RiYer cofts five dollats an acre. The fettlers in this 

townihip, 



BY THE Dl'KE DE LA 'ROCHEl~OUCAt;LT LJASCO','It'l'. 

townib.ip, which was formed fix or fe'ven )'ears ago, come mofr of them 
from Connecticut; among thefe are many Methodif1:s. Bapt!11:s and 
Epiicopalians; but the ~ajor part are Prdbyterians. Divine fen'ice is 
performed in prlYate houfes, and pretty regularly attended; but from 
want of preachers all the prayers are read fucceilively by a member of the 
congregation; and in this confifrs the whole fen·ice. 

MAYER'S TAVERN.-MOHA,\VK RIVER. 

I had cheri:Oled a hope, thatDupetitthouars'sfufferings would be finiilied 
in half a day, and that this would be the only punifument for the excef
five fatigue, which he had very imprudently undergone. But the ague 
has actually made its appearance, with all the fymptoms which charac
terize this malady. Our fituation is extremely unplcafant, unprovided 
as we are with any means of ailifrance. Although exhaufred by fatigue, 
and fcorched by the fun, from which nothing can protect us in this 
vexatious veiTel, we have yet not been in a bed for thefe eight days paft. 
Independently of my apprehenfion for my companion, I mofr devoutly 
wiib. to fee the end of this paiTage, and yet our arrival in Albany is con
tinually delayed by nc\y obthuctions. The navigation of the Mohawk Ri
ver is fortunately not like that of the rivers, we have pafied lately. We de
fcend gently with the ftream ; and although its channel is in 1()me places 
obfrructed with trees, yet they may be eafily cleared. It receives many 
fmall creeks and 1prings, the water of v\ hich is excellent; for thefe four 
days pafr we had not met with any tolerable water. The foil is good aU 
along the way we han: travelled, but grows better, in proportion as you 
proceed to a greater difrance from the fource of the frream. The fettle

ments are more numerous, efpecially on the right bank. Ten miles far
ther on, they begin likewife to be fo on the left bank; and here the com

munication between the fettlers on both fides is kept up by wooden 
bridges. Ten miles from Fort Stanwix, the price of land is from five to 
fix dollars per acre. A great part is leafed out for life; the leiTee agrees 
to pay the proprietor a certain fum per acre, as long as he cultivates it. 

The 
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The leafe is generally granted for three lives, which he can choofe ~t 
pleafurc, or for his own life and the lives of his children. Th~ man, m 
whofe houfe we breakfafied, holds one hundred acres by thIS tenure, 
but not from the firfi owner; and thus without having had the right of 
choofing the liycs, the duration of which is to determine the period of 
his leafe. Only nineteen acres have been yet cleared, for he fettled here 
only fifteen months ago. Ten of thcfe acres, which are fown with 
\\-heat, yield from thirty to thirty-five hufhels an acre; a produce, which 
affords him not only fubfillcnce, but alfo a fufficient overplus to pay his 

rent. 

SCHUYLERTOvVK. 

The fcttlemcnt of Schuvlertown is the moll confiderable we have 
-' 

hitherto fcen, iincc \ye left Wilkfbarre. It is a tract of country popu-
loufly fettled, rather than an infant fettlement; though its occupation 
commenced but in 1785. The land, which at that time coll a few 
pence the acre, and three years ago no more than fiye dollars, is now fold, 
not only in the yicinity of the town, but alfo fiftcen miles beyond it, 
for nincteen or twcnty dollars per acre. General Sc HUYLER and Dr. 
BLIGHT are thc original proprietors of a great part of thefe lands, which 
they purchafed from the llate. A road from Albany to the dif!:rict of 
Gendfce, which runs by this town, occaflons a number of perfons to' paf..; 
this way, bdidc thore who come by \vater. Colonills from l\C\\ Eng
land form the moit confiderable part of the population of this rich and 
opulent fcttlcmcnt. The land is excellent, and yields,. per acre, from 
t\\cntr-ti\e to thirty bufllcls of grain. Day-labourers arc eafih obtained; 
their \va~e, are p;cncl-ally four fhillings a d'av, and fix fhillinc:: in han-eft. 
\Vhcat is cut with the fickle. The haryef!:"turns out plentiful, thi~ ycar; 
and the price of flour. which W:J.' hitherto nine dollars a barrel, has al
ready i-'0ttm dO\\l1. Thc inhabitants are bufied in gathering in their 
crop"; and the country has an appearance of profperity and plenty. 

The town confiHs of about one hundred and tiftv houfu, many of 
which are well built; of two churches, (me belongi~g to the Pre".fuy

tcrians, 
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terians, who are the moft numerous,and the other to members of the 
EpifeopaI churCh. Th&· other feas have churches in the furroullding 
country. This town is the capital of the county of Herkemer, which, 
by the laft computation; contained twenty-five thoufand five hundred 
and twenty-three inhabitants.* Both the jail and court-hou{c were 
built three years ago; and rates ha\-e, but ,'Cry lately, been aileifed, to 
reimburfe the expenee. The quotas of the inho.bitants are raifed on the 
lame principle.:, as all other taxes, and are very trifling. The aggregate 
fum of all the taxes amounts fcaredy to fixpenee in the pound. One or 
two paupers, fupported by voluntary contributions, eonfritute the whole 
burthen upon the charity of the townfhip. The roads are good; the 
country is beautifully plcafant, and almofr entirely cleared. Cattle are 
Nared in great numbers. Frefh meat may be had at all times, and cofts 
fixpence a pound. One grifr-mill and three faw-mills within a fpace of 
four miles around the town. promote its profperity. All the provifion, 
which is not confumed in the country, in ,,,inter is fcnt to Albany. 
The number of houfes may be augmented in the town, but the profpe
rous and flourifhing condition of the country admits of hardly any en
creafe. All the lands along the Mohawk RiYer are of a yery good qua
lity; the uncleared parts bear none but found and large trees, and the 
ground under cultivation is extremely produc1iye. The country is every
where high, healthful, well watered, and doubtlefs one of the fineft parts 
of the United States. Intermittent fevers are not more frequent here, 
than in all healthy and fettled countries; few perfons are afRitled with 
that difrempcr, but the flux is at this time making fame ravages among 
the inhabitants. 

GERMAN FLATS. 0 

The German Flats are frill more beautiful, than the country about 
Schuylertown. This efrablifhment was formed about eighty years ago . 

. , The couhty of Herkemer contains, by the fiatc cen[us of 1796, twenty-five thou
fand five hundred and fevcnty-three inhabitants, of whom four thoufand onc hundred 
and fixty-one are cleaors.-noanj1l1tor. 

Dutchmen 
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Dutchmen and Germans were the firft fettlers. Since that time other 

families from Germany and Holland have joined the· ancient colonifts, 
and numerous fettlers continue to arrive from thofe parts, as well as 
other European countries. The German tongue and German manners 

have been preferved among t.he families of the original planters. Yet this 
language is not cxclufi,'ely the fpeech of the difiritt, as in Reading and 
LanQ...11::er. The German Flats arc famous throughout America, on ac
count of their fertility. The fr~l:t; ul foil is from fifteen to twenty feet in 
depth; the eminences, which hound thde low grounds, poKers the fame 

foil; many of them are high mounti:ins, cultivated up to the fummits, 
which in fome places are crowned .~ith beautiful meadows. The ftaple 
commodity is wheat; but Indian-corn, buck-wheat, water-melons, and 
gourds, are alia cultivated. All plants arc here of ari uncommon fize, and 
a peculiar flavour, efpecially potatoes. They arc my favourite food,.when 
1 am on a journey; efpecially at prefent, when they ar,e the only frefh 
vegetables, which can be had. Moreover, they ieem to be prophylaB:ics 
in the febrific atmofphere, in which we are travelling. '[' 

Some lanJs in the Flats, clofe to the ri\'er~ woulJ not be fold for lefs 
than one hundred, or one hundred and thirty dollars an acre. Cattle are 
here neither numerous nor of a .:fine breed. Horfes arc reared in the 

, . ...~ 

greatefi: number; but thofe I ha,vefeen are not remarkable for beauty; 
feveral of them are put to a waggon by the f\lrmcrs. The harvefi is un
commonly plentiful; and it is here fpeedily houfed, as labourers may be 
eafily procured. But, what a difference between the graye afiiduity of 
this people, and the cheerfl:ll, merry, and m~lodious acti\'ity of our reapers 
in France! The handl is and was there a feafi, a time of plcafure as of 
bleffings. All \\('[c content. Old people and children, man and wife, 
young men and ~irl", all p:trticipatcd in this I uni vcrfal, real, noify, and 
contagious mirth, \\ bich, far from interrupting the labour, infpiri;ed the 

l:lbou,rers to greater zeal and exertion. The time of hay-making and 

t.he 'lI1tl~e-w~at Jrl univufal joy, charming giddinefs, and delight
tul fpeCl:a~le, did they not afford, fit to enrapture the oldefr breafi! 
'Vhat natIOn undcrfrands better to enjoy happineis, than the amiable 

'\ 
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}o'rcnch? Ah! Zlm I l1eVt"f to c:ekb,;:tc a !L:~·';dl-h·mlc but on a foreign 
ji-,j 1 ? 

The corn in the German 'Flats, alth(ju:~h uncommon1:--' fine, would be 
{till finer, if the fields WCl"e cultivated with more care; the fatmers gene
rally neglcB: to fr:c them from "ccds in fj)r:I]f!"' l'oxious plants ihoot up, 
therefore, more copioui1y. in proportion as the {oil is richer, and obftruB: 
the o-rowth of tLc corn. The form of the fidel" the exnanfc of the banks of b 1 

the river, and the f.'idling hills and mocut<lim, after a delightful variegated 
profpeB:, the charms of "\\hi~:l :if; heightened hy the numerous building,~ 
interfperfed, of various ;'onm and colours. To an c:.::tt:nt of twelve or fifteen 
miles, the right bank forms an uninterrupted vilhgc, of a confidemhle 
depth. Fevers are not frequent here; but the flux carries off, at prefent f 

numbers of people. The heat i" it! truth cxedll \e, and the fun, which 
darts piercing rays, remains long aboye the horizon. The heat is altogether 
intolerable, cxpofed as we are to it in an open veifel ; and the nights are 
nearly as troublefome as the days. Ncn~r are they cooled by the flightefl: 
breeze, and they are frill warm v,;ith the {ultry heat of the preceding day~ 
when the {un rifes again. This is the hottcit weather, I have ever ex
perienced. 1\1y thermometer frands in the fllade generally at ninety
three degrees of Fahrenheit ~ twcnty-feyC11 one-ninth lleaumur). 

THE CANAL AND LITTLE FALLS TOvVNSHIP.-PALATC\F. 

Snen miles from the German Flats are the Little Falls, which <t£:',lil' 

I,c('afi,'1Il a land.carriage of three-fourths of ~ mile. Thde hills are mere 
',',)knt rapid,; feveral rocks of different fize narrow the channel of tll(' 
{heam; the confequent a~itati()Il of the water occ;di,ms a foam, and in
w:-rupt:-- the navigation. The adjacent country. twp miles ,:bc;\c and 
bclow the rapids, is alfo full of rocks. The {oil is {mdy, j;Yampy. and 
rpcky; {uch is' the nature of this fpot. a Rain of the fincH country in 
t:1e world. Immediately after you have paired this 'Tin of frane, ~hc 

land is a;ain as beautiful and fertile as before. 
For th:::fc thrte year~ pafr, the people haye been buiied in cl!;1frn,<,r:ng a 
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canal, which runs along the banks of the rapids, and is intended to re
moye the impediments, that interrupt the navigation. A company of 
gentlemen of coniiderable property, fupported by a great number of fub
[cribers, have entered upon this undertaking, and but very lately ob
tained a powerful aid from the Legiflature of the State of New York, 
which has fubfcribed largely for this enterprife. The canal, it is afTerted, 
is to be finifhed this year; and we are afTured, that it will be accomplifhed 
rery foon. The work is, however, in my judgment, but little advanced; 
althouO'h the whole lenu'th amounts to no more than three quarters r)f a 

b b 

mile; the progrefs is \-cry flow; and a rock is to be cut through. The 
fioncs, \vhich are dug out, are partly made ufe of for erecting a wall three 
feet in height on both fides of the canal. This wall is again cIJvered with 
earth, which is ~lLo thrown againfr it on both fides, fo that it forms a 
dam, the top of which is eight feet in width, and the flope about thirty. 
As neither mortar nor any other cement is ufed in erecting the wall, it 
remains ·with me a matter of doubt, whether the water will not find its 
way through the dam, and do mifchief. At the beginning of the canal 
two locks have been conflructcd, which are completely finifhcd, except 
that the doors arc not yet hung. Thefe locks are built all of wood, the 
foundation as well as the fides, and the workmaniliip, as far as I am able 
to judge, is Yery good; but I am at a lofs to conceiYe, ,,;hy no flones are 
made ufe of in the confrruclion of this work, as they abound in the fur

rounding country. Two hundred and fifty workmen are conilantly em
ployed at the canal, who receive each fix iliilling:~ a day, without board. 
There workmen ~re diyided into certain companies· a O'reat number of , 13> 

them arc i;::labiLa;1ts of the neighbourhood, but many are al£() Irifhmen 
rv:\','lyarrived, nay Iriili conviCts, whofe conduct is far from beinO' bene-

. b 
ficlal to the country. 

The town of Little Falls confifls of about fifty well-built houfes. A 
corn-mill of an excellent conflruction, and a faw-mill, have been erected 
on thefe rapids. , 

After a navigation of'twenty miles, our 'Squire flopped near a houfe, 
which, by his account, was fully adequate to indemnify us for the incon-

yenlenCles 
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yeniencies we had fufiained the preceding nights. But nothing at all 
'-,'as to bc had; a whole hour elapfed before we were able to obtain a bed 
for Dupetitthouars, whofe illnefs grew confiantly worfe. The floor wa .. 
affigned to us for a refiing place; more we could not obtain. This 
place belongs to the townfhip of Palatine; it is feated on the left bank 
of the river, poiTdTes the fame foil, and the fame hondt, flow, and dirty 
Germans for inhabitants. This fcttlemcnt was formed about feventy 
years ago. 

SKENECTADY. 

My paticnt felt much relieved after an emctic I had given him the 
preccding evening; we wcre obliged to wake him at four o'clock, as 
we wiihed to arrive at an early hour at SkeneCtady. The day paiTcd, in 
regard to our patient, better than we cxpeCtcd, as wc entcred the port 
without his having been attacked by another fit of the fever. We had~ 
therefore, ground to hope, that the dreadful fits, which he had fufrained, 
were merely the confequences of exceffive fatigue. We fropped at Ca
nalmgi, which is another German fettlement. The information above 
detailed applies likewife to this placc, ev-cn in regard to the prices of com
modities. Water-melons and gourds are here alfo fown, either with Ih
dian corn, or by themfelves, and are employcd to great advantage in feed;.. 
ing the cattle, during the five or fix months in which they mufr necef
fariIy be kept in the frable. The Heffian fly is yet unknown in this 
fortunate country. The land is fo good, as not to frand in need of ma
nure. The prefent occupier has liyed thirty-four years on this efiate. 
and never laid dung on more than fix acres of his lands, which he rna;.. 
nured thirty years ago ycry flightly. 

After having paiTed the fcttlemcnt, which formerly belonged to 
"V. JOHNSTON, ancient Engliih Director-general of Indian affairs, 
whofe efrates were confifcated at the time of thc Rcvolution, becaufe he 
declared himfelf againfr the Americans, we at length reached Skcnec-
tady, the end of our navigation. Johnfiown is the capital of the county 
of Montgomery, which contains about thirty thouf.md inhabitants. Ske..; 
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ttctlady i~ a fmall town, <\:" old as Albany, and containing mofHy old 
hou{cs, built in the Dutch fr)'le, which give it altogether the appearance' 
of an ancicnt European city. The Mohawk HiYcr, which is here clofel, 
he:11llled in, takes a large fweep in the ,-icinity of this town; and a cata
ract renders the navigation impoffible. You here quit the vdrel, and 
proceed by land to Aibany. The pollibility of confrruCting a canal, by 
which the falls as well as other impediments of the nayigation of the Mo
hawk River may be avoided, is acknowledged on all hands; and plans, it 
is aifertcd, are in contemplation, to facilitate the painful pafrage we have 
iuft: made, and to fuperfede the neceffity of occafional land-carriage. 
'This would be a great and ufeful undertaking, equally honourable and 
adyuntlgeous for the State of New York. Vefrcls of fifteen or twenty 
tons burthen, it is f..1.id, might be employed in this navigation, which 
"vould thus become an outlet, far preferable to that of the River 
St, Lawrence, which admits of only boats of three or four tons burthen. 
\Ve heard it reported in Upper Canada, it is true, that "with an cxpcnce 
of one million t'vvu hundred thoufand pounds frcrling un uninterrupted 
navigation might be opened from London to i\iagara. But indepen
dently of one million two) hundred thoufand pounds fterIing being a 
pretty large fum, the whole pr~jeCt is the work of an adventurer, whofe" 
willies are eafily converted into hopes, and whofe hopes fpeedily matur~ 
to opinions, the erroneoufne[s of which frequently time only devclopes. 

The information, which I was able to colleCt refpeCting Skenecb.dy, 
is as follows. The fettlement was originally formed by Brabanters, in the 
year 1062: but in later times mott of the colonif1:s arrived from New 
England; and fo they do at prefent. Two thirds of the territory of Ske. 
ncCl:ady, which comprifes one hundred and twenty-eight {quare miles, 
arc already cleared; the good {oil is five feet, and on eminences two feet 
in depth; good land yields from twenty-five to thirty bu:fhels of wheat 
an acre; land of inferior quality from tweh-e to fifteen; agriculture, as 
well a$ the price of proyiiion, is much the fame as in the more ad
vanced parts; winter iaits, in regard to agricultural operations, from No
vember till April; the grain fuffers but very fcldom, and in a trifling 

degree, 
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degree, fr6m the Heffian :fly, and from blights; the climate is healthy; 
the ufual mart for the produdion of the country i3 Albany. The Epif .. 

copal is the prevalent religion; although the town contains alfo a church 
for German Lutherans, and one for Prefuyterians. The Germans were 
alfo the moil liberal benefactors to the inilitution of a college, which was 
incorporated lafi: year (1794), and the property of which, raifed by fub~ 
fcriptions and other means, amounts already to torty .. two thoufand two 
htmdred and twenty .. t\",O dollars, and one thoufand (1)(: hundred acres of 
land, given by the il:ates*. 

Skenectady is the emporium as well for the proyifion, which comes 
down the Mohawk River, defigned for Albany, as for the merchandize, 
which from the frores at Albany is tranfmittcd to the countries, inter .. 
feeled by the Mol~awk RiYer and other frreams, :flowing into the former 
as far as the diil::riC1 of Gendfee. The town1hip of SkeneCtady contains 
about three thoufand five hundred foulst. It is the frDntier .. town of the.; 
county of Albany towards Montgomery. The capital of this county is 
Albany; the county of Albany contains about thirty thoufand inhabi
t~n!:" of whom two thoufand five hundred are {laves. 

In Skcncebdy we took om leave of 1\1r. Vanallen, who, in addition 
to the civilities 111C\'dl us in the whole courfc of our voyage, declined aliu 
to accept any money for our paffage, on the ingenious pretence, that, 
as we carried our provifions with W', \", e had not in the kafr cncrca(ed 
his expenee. We remain, thcrcil;r<.:, in mallY re(pec1s, under great obE- , 
gations to this gentleman. 

TOUR TO ALBANY. 

Mr. Vanallen had buunds to tr8.nh,ct in Skcncaady, and we wiihcd 
to reach Albany as iOon as pC1nible. A frable-Leeper eng.lgcd to carry us 

* The college, alluded to by the Author, is enion College, which took its name from 
the union of various denominations of Chriltians in its eltablifhment. The faculty of 
this co11ege confifted, in 1797, of the prdident and one tutor, and the number of ftudents 
w.as thirty-feven.-Tranj/ator. 

t By the State Cenfus of 1796, the townihip of SkeneCtady contains three thoufanJ 
four hundred and [eventy-two inhabitants, of whom fix hundred and eighty-three are 
eleCtors, and three hunJred "nJ eighty-one !laves.-TlaI!fl. 



the fame l1i;.::ht to i\ILJ<lIlY, though it was already btc; we took accora
ingly our {:Jt., ill hj~ \\<1g:;on, boli1:ered with firaw. About four miles 
from Skcncdady, the driver informed us, tha.t he could ilOt proceed far

ther. Grumbling, we fubmitted, thereD)re, to the neceffity of taking up 
our night's lodging in a bad inn, where, as foon as Dupetitthouars' had 
occupied the only bed which was in the houfe, I entered into a conYer
fation v",'ith the landlord and our driver, which turned upon Folitics, the 
univcrfitl topic in this country. Since we have fet foot in the terri!ory 
of the Cnited States, we find newfpapers in every village. My new a:c~ 
quaintances were people of uncouth manners, and without the leai1: edu
c:ltion; but their opinions were juft and fenfible, and their judgments ex
tremely correct. They manifefred a ftrong attachment to France, and 
moft earneftly wifhed her fuccefs. They hate England, confide in their 
Prefident, and fpeak of DE LA FAYETTE with tears in their eyes. This 
univerfal attachment of the Americans to De la Fayette, and the grateful 
fentiments of him expreff'ed by all without exception, though in the 
courfe of the French Revolution he acted a part not approved bvY all, 
refute in a forcible manner the charge of levity and ingratitude fre
quently preferred againfr the Americans. "May he come," faid a man 
to us this morning who was riding on horfeback by the fide of our car
riage, "May the Marquis come, we will make him rich. It is through 
him that France made us free; never fha11 we be able to do fo much for 
him, as he has done tor us." 

After a three hours' journey through a country, which is much like the 
woods of Anjou, fandy, covered with fern, and bearing none but fickly 
tf':lC, we at length arrived at Albany. 

),IINERALOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 

The minerals between Fort Of we go and Albany, and the earth, with 
\.hich they are covered, are much the fame as in the difrria of Gencff'cc, 
.lil:J i~l Dppe Canada. The rocks about the fort, as well as near the 
r;,t':c" a~d w;L,?r-fa~l, con1i~ of an imperfea: granite, feldom interfpcrfed 
\\ lth mIca; from tIme to time you meet with fiate of a eoarfe grain. 

n (, the banks ,,f Wood-creek I fcaree1y faw any frones at all; the 

ground 



ground is immerfed in water to fuch a dCi-':rcl'. that during this tedi
ous and windin~ pafTage none come in vicw. The watcr-fall in ~/Io

hawk Rivcr (Little Falls) breaks through a chain of granite rocks, 
that are obfervable in all parts of this (mall barren 1rot, which, as has 
~dr,:aJy been remarked, is a difgrace to the rich furrounding country. In 
the townfhip of Palatine lime-ftone IS found of a very good quality. 1 \VO 

wide terraces of earth, which bound the channel of thc }'1uha\\k, and 
form its banks, are thc moft remarkable appearance upon that river. 
The banks of the Connecticut, it is aiTcrted, offer the fame ihiking 
profpect. 

As to tl1e different fpecies of trecs, I ha,'c had but little lcifure to ob
{erye them, not l!;n-ing; been on !harc oftener than twice or thrice a (by, 

and never but for a few moments. They (eem to bc much the fame as 
in thc difrriCl of GenciTee. 

ALBANY. 

Albany is one of the moft ancient fettlements 111 North America; It: 

was formed in thc year 1660; and the town incorporated in 1086. The 
hiftory of this city, which occurs in all de1criptions of thc United State', 

T ihall pais oyer in filence. It is il>~,tcd one hundred amlfixty-five miks 
from New York, has a harbour, and a \cry ntcn!i,'c trade. ShiDs (;t 

• ! 

~ighty tons burthen i~lil up to the to'.\ll; ana the tr2.cic is ".:rricd Cin in 
veiTcIs of this fize. A (ort of fand-bank, three miles below :\ lban:" rcn
ders the navigation rather difficult; yet :t is cafily cleared \\ ith the 
afIiftance of pilots acquainted \vith it, and no fhip arri, cs ,yithout one 

of them on board. This impediment, it is afierted, might c .. fily be 
remoycd at a triflinoCT expence; and lhir.:i of a much hwcr fize mie:ht 

~ n ~ 

then anchor near the city. Th-c navigatiun of the river L'om the 'r-<c.,rth 
cbuntry is open from the middle of April until the middle of r·;m'ember. 
The trade of Albany is chiefly carried on \\ ith the prudu, c. of the l\1{)

havvk conntry, and extends cattward as fc,r as agriculture ~lljd l ~!;ti\atcd 

lands eXp'and. The ftate of V crmont, and a part of l\'"c\\ I-Iampihirc,. 
f~rniih ;;.1(0 many articles of trade; and the exports chiefly conJd in tim

ilCr and lumber of every fort and defcription. potatll:-·· .. l)t"lh a leI Fcarl-

a1)h:s, 



aihcs, all {pecics of g;rain. amllat1:ly in manufaCtured E;ood" There a~ticl~> 
are, mC{l: of them, traniportcd to Albany in winter on fLd;c;, !wu!d h) 

tli:' merchants, and hy them fucceffiycly tranfll1itted to Ncv,- York, where 

they arc either fold t<';r bills on En~land, or cxchanncd for Englifh good", 
',\ h;"h arc in return ient from Alb;l11) to the prU\inc(,'s. whence tilt: arti
dl'.' for exportation were drawn. Bufinefs is, therefore, carried on en

tirely with ready money, and cfpecially in regard to pot-aih; not even 
t:lf: molt iubtlantial bills arc accepted in payment. The trade of Albany 
,. carried on in ninety vdfels, forty-fi\e of which bclonb to inhabitant:; 
,)f the t()wn. and the rdl to ;\ew York or other places. ThL~y ::n~ in he'
ncral of it:n:nty tons burthell, and make upon the aye rage ten '(!lYu'.,': a 

year, which, on computing the freights outwards and homc',\,:mL, pro
duces a total of one hundred and twenty-fix thoufand tons of ihipping 
tor the trade of Albany. EYer), :/hip is nayigated by four men ~ the 
mailer is paid twenty dollars a month, if he have no fhare in the {hip, the 
mate fifteen, and a {eaman nine, There is alfo generally a cabin-boyan 
board, or more frequently a cook, as te'"" fhips haye lcfs than eight paf
iengers on board, either coming up or going down. The freight of goods 
is uiually one fhilling a hundred weight; but this Yaries, acc.>ording to 

their value, or the room they occupy. 

The trade of Albany i, Yery fate, but feems not to be vcry protit
able. The neat proceeds of a voyage amount upon an aycrage to about 
one hundn:d dollars, ,\- hich makes tor the whole year one thoufand dol

Lm tor a ihip, a profit by no means confiderable. If you add to this the 
money paid by pa:ficngers for their pafiage, v\"hich amounts to ten fhil
l.ing~ a head, making from fevcnteen to twenty dollars a voyage, and fro111 
('!:c hundred and feyenty to two hundred dollars for the ten voyages, 

which are made in the courit: of the year, the, whole yields but a very 
mO,dc.mtc profit, which is however cncreafed by the fale of the goods. 
!llls lS, as yet the ufual way in which trade is carried on by this city; 
It depnves the merchants of Albany of a confiderable profit, and throws 
it into the hands of tho{c of New York. Some of the former un
dertake indeed voyages to England, Holland, and other countri~s' but 
for this purpofe they charter New Y oik veffc~. Thefe are the ~olde; 

people ; 
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people; and are called men of the new notions, but their number is 

fmall. 
The ancient cuil:oms and confined yinvs of the timid, yet coYetous, 

Dutchmen, have carefully been prcfcrved in this city. No fhip fail:; 
from Albany directly to Europe; and y:.:t prmiGon is Lnt thither from 
this place. It is evident that, if the inhabitants y,()uld take themfelves 
the trouble of exporting their produce, they would fave ufelefs interd1:, 
the return-ti'ei~ht, and double commiffion, and would obtain employ
ment for their fhips durin~ the time, when the na\i~a~;on to the north 
is fhut up by ice. Ideas of this complexion begin to dawn upon thc 
minds of fome merchants, and will, no doubt, produce ad\":mtagcou:i 
changes. From the fame habitual apathy the merchants of Albany 
relinquifh the trade in horfes and mules, great numbers of which are 
reclrcd in the neighbourhood, to the C)nl1cciicllt merchants, who pur
chafe and cxp;)rt them with confiderab1c profit to the Antilles. 

The building of fhips coils in Albany about twenty-iC\C1l dollars and 
half per ton. The fhips are all fir-built, and lai1: about ten years. Experi
ments ha\"C been made, which prove, that fhips built of dry and well fea
foned timber, lai1: thirty years and upwards. The trade of Albany grows 
daily more extenfivc; and the number of fhops and fhips is increafing 
fai1:. Two new towns, built tin: or iix years ag(), a few miles above Al
bany, on the northern bank of the river, 111are in this trade. Thde two 
towns, \\ hich have rapidly raifed themfeln:s to a confiderablc degree of 
importance, and are but three or f(mr miles dif1:ant from each other, 
carryon the i~lme trade as Albany with about twenty-five or thirty 
vefiels, which belong to them, draw from the back country the produc
tions of thcic fruitful prO\-ince5, tranfmit them to Kcw York, take in 

return European goods, and fupply with them thofe parts, which were 
formerly fupplied from Albany. The greater difrance, however, and lcfs 
depth of water, are circumi1:anccs unfavourable to thde new towns. 
The freight thence to Albany is two-pence per barrel; their Iargei1: 
£hips are only of fixty tons burthcn, and generally cannot take on board 
more than half their cargo, the remainder of which they recei \"C from 

3 B lighters, 
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lighters, which attend them for that purpofe in the vicinity of Albany. 
Y ct, they continue their trade, encreaie daily, and will probably animate 
Albany to greater boldnefs and a8.ivity. },'C'LV City contains about fixty 
or feventy frores or fhops, and Tro.y fifty or fixty. Thefe new-fettIed 
merchants all prof per, and their number is daily enereafing. The mer
chants of Albany, it is reported, view this growing profperity of their 
neighbours with an evil eye, and confider it as an encroachment upon 
their native rights. If this be true, the jealoufy of the merchants of Al
bany mufr be the refult of their ignorance and confined "jews. The pro·· 
vinccs, which contribute their produce to fupport this trade, are yet far 
from having attained to the highefr degree of cultivation; many parts,_ 
equally proper for that purpofc, arc but little cultiyatcd; and others yet 
uncleared. Towns will be built frill farther northwards than Troy and 
New City; others will be erected even on the weHern fide of the river, 
while, at the fame time, the greater number of fettlcments and encreafed 
population, will augment the produce and wants, and eyery town, whe
ther ancient or new, experience an increafc of bufinefs beyond what it 
will be able to do. 

Albany contains fix thoufand inhabitants, two thoufand of whom are 
Jla\ C5, as the laws of the State of New York permit fla\-ery. The old 
houfes are built in the Dutch 11yle, ,,·ith the gable-end to the ftreet; 
the pyramidal part rifing in fieps, and terminating in a chimney deco
rated "ith figures, or in tome iron puppets. All the buildings, which 
hayc been ere8.ed within thefe lail ten years, arc confuuCled of bricks 
in the Englifh fryle, wide and large. 

The revenue of the city amounts to about thirty-fi \T thoufand dollars 
.t year. It poifefies a great quantity of land in the neighbouring country, . 
and alfo fells the quays on the river at two dollars and half per foot, and 
"ground-rent of one fhilling. which is irredeemable. This revenue 
is partly owing to the economy of the Cldminiftrators, who have hitherto 
endeavoured rather to enrich the city than to cmbellifh it, and render it 
more conv.cnient. The fenate i~, at prefcnt, compofed of young men, 
who pronufc to take care of thefe articles. But, from the ignorance, 

apathy, 
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apathy, and antiquated ideas, which prevail in this city, it is much to be 
apprehended, left the refults of their exertions fhould prove but very 
trifling for a long time to come. I almoft incline to think, that young 

people here are old born. 
A bank, which was inftituted here four years ago, promotes the trade 

of Albany; it confifts of fix hundred ihares of four hundred dollars each, 
only half of which have hitherto been paid. The yearly diyidend is nine 
per cent, befides what is deducted for the expenee of the building in 
which the bank is kept. 

There is in Albany a Dutch Lutheran church of a Gothic and very 
peculiar conftruction; the Epifcopalians, Prdbyterians, German Protcf
tants, and Methodifts, poffcfs alfo churches in this town. 

The priee ofland, in the vicinity of Albany, is from fixty-three to 
feventy-five dollars per acre. Some lands near the river are ftill dearer. 
There arc remarkably good: but thofe, which arc fituated more back
wards, are but of a middling quality. Agriculture is not attended to 
with peculiar care; the farms lie half in grafs and half in corn. No 
country had eyer ftronger incitements to perfect its agriculture and in
duftr}'; for none was eyer furnifhed with outlets more [ate and lefs ex

penfive. 
Some manufactories have been eftabliihed at a final! diftance from the 

town, among which is a glafs-houfe, in which both window· glafs and 
bottles are made. The former is pretty fmooth, and the manufactory is 
carried on with much adiyity. Mr.C.~LDHOWELL poflciTes alfo ncar the 
town extenfive works, where tobacco, muftard, ftarch, and cocoa-mills, 
are turned by water, and even every aeceflory labour is performed by the 
aid of water maehinery*. The tobacco-mill is the moft important part 
of thefe works; about one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds are yearly 

"" There valuable works, which are decidedly ruperior to any of the kinJ in America, 
are fituated one mile north of the city, in the ruburbs. TIle ingenious propri('tor, wlwfc 
true name is JAMES CALDWELL, has obtained a patent for lLe inventioIl of the water 
machinery, which is truly admirabJc.-Tra~l7aIQr. 

3 B 2 manu-
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manufaetured. Laft fummer (July 17{H) a complete fet of fimilar 

works haYin~ been confumed by fire, Mr, Cald'well's friends immediately 

opened a loaLn of twenty thoufand pounds at the bank, and the legifla

tive body of New York refoh"ed alfo laft fdIion to aillft him "\,;ith a fum 

of the fame amount. I am to add in honour ofMr, Caldwell, with whom 

I am not acquainted, that nearly all the labouring people in the city, 
in confequence of this unfortunate accident, fubfcribed feveral days' 
labour, as a voluntary contribution to the re-conLrruction of thefe works, 

which are truly grand and beautiful. They give employment and fllb

fiftence to fifty perions, fome of whom receive one hundred dollars a 

year; children, nine year" old, can earn from fix ihillings to one dollar a 
week. Tan-yards, corn, oil, paper, and fulling-mills, have alfo been 

ereeted in the furrounding country; and labourers arc found in abun

dance. The "\\ages of common day-labourers amount to four 111illings and 

fix-pence a day, and to feven ihillings in harveft. 

Hofpitality to ftrangers feems not to be a prominent feature in the cha

raeter of the inhabitants of Albany; the few, with whom we got acquainted, 

looked extremely dull and melancholy. They live retired in their houfes 
with their Wi\"C5, who fometimes are pretty, but rather auk ward in their 

manners; and \\ ith whom their hufbands fcareely exchange thirty words 

a day, although they never addrefs them but with the introductory appel
lation of " my love." Exceptions, undoubtedly, exift in regard to the 
charms of the ladies, as v,cll as to the conduct and conyerfation of the 
huibands; but, it is aiTcrtcd, they are yety few. 

The Schuylers and RcniTclacrs arc the moR refpectable families in 

point of wealth and intereft: having intermarried 'with each other, 

their influence is altogether irrefiftible in the county. The Schuylers are 

endow~d with more talents and knowledge; but the ReniTelaers poiTefs 
more nches; and money is a pO\verful fpring in the management of a 
i1:ate. General Schuyler bears the character of a man of much acutenefs , 
and .un.con:mon abilities. He is frequently employed in i1:ate afi""airs; 
and It IS hIS earnei1: willi, to promote and raife the navio-ation indl1.l1.r . ,. _ b' II y, 
and profpenty of hIS country. He is father-in-law to the celebrated Mr. 

Hamilton. 
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Hamilton. General Schuyler, ·who generally accommodates his daugh

ters with rich hufbands, gave one of them in marriage, five years ago, 

to that farnam o-atm, from refpea for his talents, though he was poor. 

I fhould not on,it obfenin;r, that I fpeak of General Schuyler witlvmt 

ha\in~ eyer feen him. During my re:fidence in Albany he had gone to 

afiiit at the m"~uciation with the Indians; I mcnl.\ kl1o\<v him from 

his correfpondcnce with me, whieh is hi:c;hly polite and ele:'ant. 

The General ranks among the moit c'J!liiderablc men in the United 
States. 

SARATOG~\. 

I ha\·e feen JOII.'\ SCHGYLEH, the cldeit fcm of the General; for a 

few minutes I had alrcady conyerfcd with him at Sl:c\:l'ctal~)', and \\as 

now with him at Sarat():c;a. The journey to this place \\ as extremely 

painful, on account of the fcorching heat, but Sarato,:;a i~ a townfhip of 

too great importance to be paired by unohferved. If you 10\"e the En;..:lifh, 
are fond of conyerfing with them, and liye with them on terms of f~mi

liarity and friendfhip,. it is no bad thing, if oecaiionally you can tay to 
them, " 17ul'vt'fiell Saratoga." 

Yeo, I have feen this tmly llIemorable plare, which may be confidered 

as the fpot, where the independence of America \\as fealcd; for the 

C'vent" which induced Great Britain to acknowlcd:.'e that independence, 

were olwiouDy confequences of the capture of General Burgoyne, and 

would in all prolJabiiity never hale happened without it. The dwclling

houie of John Schuyler Hands exactly on the fpot, where this important 
occurrence took place. Fifh-creek, v,hich flo,,> s clofe to the haufe, 

formed the line of defence of the camp of the Engliih General, which 

was formed on an eminence, a quarter of a mile from the dwelling. 

The Englifh camp was alfo entirely furrounded with a mound of earth, 

to itrengthen its defence. In the rear of the camp the German troops 

were poiled by divifions on a commanding height, communicating with 

the eminence on \\hich General Burgoyne \\ a" encamped. The right 

wing of the German corps had a communication with the left wing of 

the 
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the Englilll, and the left extended to'ryards the river. General GATn 
was encamped on the other fide of the creek, at the dit1:ance of an eighth 

of a mile from General Burgoyne; his right wing fuetched towards the 

Plain· but he endeavoured to ilieltcr his troops, as much as poffible, from , , 
the enemy's fire, until he refolved to form the attack. General NELSON, 

at the head of the American militia, occupied the heights on the other 

lide of the river, and engaged the attention of the left wing of the 
Englifh, "hile other American co:!}:; obfcrved the movements of the 
right wing. In thi . .; pofition, General Burgoyne furrendered his army: 
his prm-ifion wa~ nearly confumed, but he was amply {upplit'd 
\yith artillery and ammunition. The fpot remains exactly, as it then 
was, excepting the i;)k circumfrance, that the buihes, which were cut 
down in front of the tv,-o armie.s, are fince grown up again. K at the 
leafr alteration has taken place fince that time; the entrenchments frill 
exifr; nay, the foot-pa.th is Hill feen, on which the adjutant of General 
Gates proceeded to the Englifh General with the ultimatum of the Ame
rican commander.; the fpot, on which the council of war was held by the 

Englilh officers, remains unaltered. You fee the way, by which the 
Englifh column, after it had been joined by the Germans, filed off by 
the left to lay do\\ n their arms within an ancient fort, which was con
ihuB:ed in the war under the reign of Queen Ann; you fee the place, 
where this unfortunate army was neceffitated to ford the creek, in order 
to reach the road to Albany, and to march along the tront of the Ame
.rican army; you fee the fpot, ,,-here General Burgoyne furrendercd up 
his {word to General Gates; where the man, \'\'ho two months beton: 

had threatened all the re\Jl:l~, their parents, their ,vives, and their chil

dren with pillage, fLlcking. firing, and fcalping, if they did not join the 
Englilh banners, was compelled to bend Britifh pride under the yoke of 
thefe rebels, and ,,,here he underwent the twotold humiliation, as a mi
nifrerial agent of the Englifh government, to fubmit to the dictates of 
re\-olted fubjeB:s, and as commanding general of dii(-iplined regular 

troops, to furrender up his army to a multitude of half-armed and half
clothed peafants. To fuftain fo fcycrc a mistortune, and not to die with 

defpair, 
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dt-fpair, exceeds not, it feems, therefore, the firength of man. This me
morable lj)ot lies in a corner of the court-yard of John Schuyler; he was 
then a youth, twelve years old, and placed on an eminence, at the foot 
of which fiood General Gates, and near which the American army was 
drawn up, to fce their dif.:'1rmed enemies pafs hy. His efiate includes all 
the tratt of ground, on which both armies were encamped, and he knows, 
as it were, their every itep. How happy muft an American feel in the 
poileffion of fnch property, ifhis bofom be anywife fU1ceptibie of warm. 
feelings! It is a matter of ai1:onifhment, that neither Congrds nor the 
Legiibture of New York ihould have erected a monument on this fpot, 
reciting in plain terms this glorious eye nt, and thus calling it.to the re
collection of all, who ihould pa[" this V,GY, to keep alive the fentiments of 
intrepidity and courage, and the icnic of glory, which for the benefit of 
America fuould long be handed down among Americans from generation 
to generation. The Engliih would not have fuffered 3. fimilar occafioll. 
to pafs unimproved. John Schuyler at leaft ihould have relieved the 
modefty of government, were it only by marking the fpot with a plain,. 
fimplc fione, which no American would behold but with thofe braye and 
~lorious feelings, which might be turned to the grcatdl advantage to the 
Hate. 

John Schuyler poileifes an eftate of about fifteen hundred acres, fi,-c 
hundred of which are completely cleared of ·wood. The land near the 
: i n~r i~ excellent, and cofts from thirty to thirty-eight dollars the acre;. 
the price of that, which lies more remote, is from ten to twdve dollars. 
The produce confifts in grain, chiefly Indian corn. He poficifes one 
l'orn-mill and two faw-mills, which are turned by the fiream of the 
creek. In this creek, which is very wide, and contains plenty of water, 
are feveral falls, lying behind one another, ·which might turn works of 
any extent. John Schuyler makes more hay, than is neceifary for the 
ufe of his farm; but by a calculation, founded on indolence rather than 
mature deliberation, it appears to him more profitable to fell the hay, than 
to fatten cattle. Although poifeifed of three. mills and fifteen hundred . 
. H'rc~ of land, yet the aggregate amount of his quota of taxes, poor and. 

county-
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county-r:lt"." exceeds not thirty-fi\-c dollars a-year. The county-rates 
comp~ijcs this year clte upencc' for building a court-houfe and a jail. I 
cite this infiance, as it may ferve to enable a perion to form a judgment 
on the amount of taxes in the frate of New York, of which I Dlail, no 

doubt, find an opportunity of fpeaking more fully. 
John Schuyler recci,,-cd me in a manner extremely hofpitablc and po

lite. He is-a " :mnr m:m of good fente, and mild, amiable manner.,;, COll

frantlv ell''-a'.c:cd in the m_<lm.c:'_'lTIcnt of his :tii-~lir." \\-hieh, v;e u11l1eri1:00d, 
w ,......, ~ 

he conducts with prudence and p1.t:1cCuality. He is married to a daughter 
of _\1r. Rcnilclaer, \\ 110 p~11i~-.:~ all her time at their 0\\11 houie, "hich is a 
nry handfome maniion, but vnthout any m.:ighbJlu", She fees no com
pany, but her relations, \\ho llP\Y and then pay her a yifit. Her huiband, 
on whom fhe d'>:lts, is frequcntly abient; the complains with much 
meekncls of this folitar), li,e, yet be.:rs it, occupied VI-ith her children and 
the management of her houfehold. She is charitable, good, ami uni
verfally rcfpeded. 

Labourers may be procured here in great abundance; their wages are 
three fhillings a day, it" (Ley be wmtcd; but the ufual daily labour i~ 
performed by negroes, "ho are \'Cry numerous, fo that there is fcareely 
a houfc without one or two of them; John Sc1ul}ler L:Cj;> j~\-cn. The 

negroes, it is generally afferted, el~i()y more happinefs, as {layes, than if 
they wcre free. This might be the cafe, if liberty were befrowed on 

them, without their knowing what to do \\ith it. But upon the whole, 
fuch maxims of morality fall with an ill-grace from the lips of a free 
people. The nc;!roes. it is true, are kindly ufed in the frate of New 
York; but it i~ alfo true, that the convenience of having them cOl1Jhntly 

at hand for any \\ ork fet apart, the labour of white people is Ids expen-
.. five, than that of negroes. To keep ilaves is, therefore, a bad ij frem, 

even in this point of view. 

When I took leave of young Schuyler, he was indifpofed with the 
fever. Having made the fame tour as \YC, he became an additional 
vi~im to the contagious air, breathed in the peitilential country, 
whlch we haye traverfed. I learned afterwards at lJofron, with the ut-

mofr 
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mofl: concern, that he is fince dead. The )'oung'~i1: brother of l\1r, 
Ren1felaer was alia 1eized with a fit of the feyer, as wel! as another in
habitant of Albany, who travelled in our company. All the people, who 

were on board our ve1fel, are fick, and one of them i.-; dead. \Ve han', 

therefore, but little rea10n to extol the comforts of a tour on ,,y ood-creek. 

The banks of the northern branch of the Hud(on, from Saratoga to 

Albany, have been IOIl,Q" (cttled, and the country, lying more back
wards, is al(o confiderably peopled from five to thirty miles from the 
fhore. Connecticut and all "Xc\\' England people thc!e iettJcments. The 
land, to {peak of it in gcncral, is good, and cil:ates of ti"e hundred 
acres of cultivated land are not rare along the riycr. I haH' feen many 
of this (ort; the farms were chicfly dc11gncd for the rearing and fattening 
of cattle; they arc managed but yer) inrlitferently ; the land received littk 
or no dung. and was ploughed only three or four inches deep. Eitates 
generally confti1 here of two hundred acres. The whole of the banks of 
the northern branch of the rin:r is truly pleafimt; the mountains, which 
bound the theam, without contracting its channel, are almofr through
out covered with luxuriant corn-fidds. It was through thefe narrow 
pailes, that General Burgoyne proceeded to Albany, where he hoped to 
be joined by General Clinton: this is the only road which leads thither. 
Here he encountered General Gates, who, after he had been defeated and 
{ufrained a confiderable lofs, retreated into the camp at Saratoga, leaving 
behind his whole train of hcavy ordnance. I have (cen the field of battle, 
where this important action took place, and viewed the height, where Bri
gadier-General FRASER made fo many gallant attempts to break in upon 
the Americans; I have fccn the hillock, under which he is buried. The 
inhabitants fhow with confcious pride CH:ry corner of thi, dithin. anci you 
di1cern in their countenance, that their ancient energy and Yi~our would 
cafrly be rai(cd by any preffing emergency. This :ldion happened at 
St:llwater. It was here Burgoyne rL'iah;ed upon hi~ decifin: retreat. 
But under the appcllation of Stillwater. as under that of Saratoga, a 

large cxt-cnt of country i:: compri(ed. TIL' k\\ n111ip of Stillwater is 
~~ C' tv,Tnt)', 
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twenty, and that of Saratoga thirty-one miles in length, and yet every 
point of thcfe towni11ips is called Stillwater and Saratoga. . 

1 haw omitted to fiate, that the county of Saratoga contams many na
tural curiofities, among ·which are cryfiallizations of peculiar beauty, and 

two medicinal fprings, known by the name of the Balltown and Saratoga 

{pring.~. Both are in great repute, efpecially the medicinal waters of 
Balltovlll, where the accommodations ih point of lodging and other con
veniencies far exceed thofe of Saratoga. The {prin:z-s arc both impreg
nated withj',Ycd air, and, in the opinion of fome perfons, communicate 
\,-ith each other. The Saratoga v ate", as is aifertcd, arc fironger than 
the Bal1town fprin~s. 

1 mufi not pafs over in filencc Jufiice TUO;\lPSOX, who refides at 
Stillwater. \Ve met \\-ith his eldefi fon, who intends to become a {ur
vey'or, and made the lafi pafTage with Mr. Vanallen, on board the vefrels 
in which we returned from Of we go, and travelled in his company. I 
had promifed him not to pafs his haufe, without paying him a fhort 
Yifit; I fulfilled this promife, and was invited by the family in (a plain 
and frank a manner to fiop for the night, that I could not give a denial. 
The family arc good, plain, and genteel people, of mild, pure, and uncor
rupted manners; a refidence with them is extremely plcafant. Jufiice 
Thompion poifdlcs a great quantity ofland in different parts of the fiate 

, of i'ew lark, which for the mofi part is yet uncleared. He inhabits an 
efiate of one hundred and fifty acres, one hundred and twenty of which 
are under cultiyation; he rears a great man) cattle, cipecially mules, 
which, when t."o years old, he fells to Connecticut traders for fifty or 
fixty dollars a head. He alfo rears m_any horfes, and carries on v,ith 
them a trade of tolerable importance, which the Albany merchants hayc 
not yet learned to improve. In thefe parts, it is aiferted, two thouf.'l.11d 
mules are yearly j;)ld. I have this information from 'Squire POLL, an 

opulent fumer, f()r the exaB:nefs of which, however, I cannot pledge my
felf; for there arc not four per[ons in this county, able to draw up ac

(:(Innts and dlimates of the general produce and fupplies of a difiriB:. 

Good 
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Good \yilhes for the fueeefs of the French, a detd1:ation of their ('nn1l~S, 

and decided hatred againft the Englifh, form here the unin:rial ienti

ments, as they do in general throughout the United States. 
The land near the river is good, and yields, however badly it is culti

Yated, from twenty to thirty bufuels of wheat per acre. The price of 
land is from fifty to fcventy-five dollars an acre. I am now tran:lling 

here on the fifteenth of Auguft, and yet little hay has been houfcd, for 
which reaion it i~ moftly as hard as wood. 

On my journey to Saratoga I had pafTed the new bridge, conftructed 
acrofs the Mohawk-ri\Tr. This bridge i.,; erected on the ii)ot, \\'here the 

Cohoez-falls appear to the greateft advantage.* But the riYcr contains 
not at prefcnt fufficient water to {upport the falls. In many places the 
rocks are quite dry; but in others the), afford a fine profpett. The per

pendicular heit:::ht of the falls may amount to about fifty feet, and the 
river is about an eighth of a mile in \vidth. But upon the whole, the 
view is not ilrikingly wild, romantic, or plcafant, though the falls arc 

much celebrated throughout America. The bridge is conttrucred of 
timber, and refts on ftone pillars, about t\'. enty-fin: or thirty feet dittant 
from each other. The mafonry is not remarkable for folidity or neat

nefs; but the carpenters' -work i" exceedingly well done.t 
On my return from Saratoga I crafTed the northern branch of the 1\10-

hawk ri,'cr by Haltinoon, to fcc the two new tOWIl.", l\ew City and 

Troy, which, as has already been obferved, were built a few years a~(). 

and arc already carryinp; on a confiderable trade. The houfes arc ycry 
neat and numerous; almoft every houfe contains a ihop; the inns arc 

excellent; vdIels are moored ncar all the keys; tan-yards, potafh-works, 

rope-walks, and mills, are either already in full work, or buildin~. The 

fight of this acriyity is truly charming. A Mr. TA YLOR, who poffefTcs 

<* The Cohoez-falls, which the author mifnames Xohos-fall, appear moft romantic
ally from Lanfinburgh-hill, five miles eaft of them, although they likewire offer a good 
profpea, when viewed from this briJge.-l'un:flator. 

t The bridge is eleven hundred feet long, twenty-four feet wide, refts on thirteen 
piers, and was c:reaed in 179·}, at the expenee of twelye thOl.!".t .• ~ dollars.-Tra;:flator. 

3 C ~ about 
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about one hundred acres near Pon{h:nkil-creek, has erected here two 

(,ria-mills, two faw-mills, and one paper-mill. He does buiinefs, it is 

{aid, with ~: C\Y York by water. The place is finely iituated, well diari

buted, and may, if manage-d with fkill and prudence, bccome vcry profit

able. \Vc \\ere told, that the proprietor intends to lell it; and this is 

one of the places y, hieh I ,,"ould buy in preference to all others, if I had 

any idea of fettling in America, and had wherewithal to pay for it. There 

arc a varidy of thing.;, with which ~l man may occupy himfelf every day, 

lla;" c\Try moment of the day, with benefit to himfclf and the country 

at large. 
The land between S~r~,tn~~a and Albany is upon the whole fandy; 

tfpecially the hil\ about Saratoga confia of an indurate-d fand. The 

aoney matter, on \\ hich lies the aratum of fand, is flate of a dark colour, 

and eoarfe grain, with yeins of white quartz. On fragments of this ilate 
impreffions are found of a peculiar and very curious appearance. In the 
vicinity of the medicinal fprings of Balltown and Saratoga are feveral 

veins of lime-aone. Ferruginous and cupreous pyrites are alia found in 

the neighbourhood; mines of thefe minerals, it is aiTcrted, cxia in the 

em-irons, but they are yet neglected, as in fact are nearly all the mines 

in the United States. You meet with few or no rocks, until you reach 

the Cohoez-falls. The rocks, which form this cataract, coniifr of an argil

laceous {chiftus, rome of which m3.Y eafily be reduced to powder, while 
other parts arc harder, haye a conchoidal fracture, and refemble bafalt. 
Ncar the falls are feyeral veins of fcldt{par of a reddiih colour. 

Between thl~ falls and Albany, the foil of the mountains coniifr of 

indurated clay; the aones, which are found there, are a {pecies of ilate. 
In the intervening [pace between the mountains and the prefent bed of 

the river was an uninterrupted chain of fmall fand-hills, rifing on both 
fides of the river, nearly at equal diaances from the ill0re, and which un
doubtedly are the remains of the ancient bed of the river, after it had 
iormed the prcfent channel. 

In the townfhip of Saratoga you find the lafi: plane-trees, acacias and 

white cedars, for there trees do not grow more northwards. Th.e red cedar, 

Virginia 
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Virginia cedar, and poplar of Carolina, you firfr meet with at the cata
ratts of the Mohawk river. Several miles around the medicinal fprings 
of Balltown and Saratoga you find only white pines, fmall fickly oak
trees, and tern. 

THE TREATY OF COMMERCE. 

Since we left the Engliili dominions, and have reached the territory of 
the United States, we have found, that the treaty of commerce, con

cluded between Great Britain and America, forms the univcrfal topic of 
converfation, and the principal fubje(.'l: of difcuffion in the newfpapers. 
I 1hall not prefume to decide, whether the majority of the inhabitants 
be for or ae-ainft it; but this I know, that the number of non-contents 

L' 

is fufficiently confiderable, to render the friends of peace uneafy on this 
fubjett. I am not yet acquainted with America in a fufficient degree, 
nor have I yet frudied this treaty ·with the necdfary attention, to form 
a corrett judgment on its advantages, and probable refults. Yet I fhall 
record in this journal the impreffion, which it made upon me at firft view, 
were it only for the purpofe of reviewing my opinion again, when time 
:(hall have decided on its merits. 

In my judgment, it is extremely prejudicial to America; the mutual 
relations of the contratting parties arc not perfettly poifed, and the com
mercial interefr of the United States is in many refpetts injured. More 
ancient treaties with France are clearly violated by this treaty; and it 
evidently daihes with the repeated profdlions of friendihip, which Ame
rica has fo loudly and repeatedly made to France, cn:n under the fan
guinary rcign of Rohefpicrre. America cannot but be aware of the un
favourable fentiments, my hatred and ill-\'vill, which the Engli1h govern
ment entertains toward the Union. Thefe icntiments .vill remain unal

terably the L'\me, as long as the principles of the Britiili miniflry 1hall be 
unchanged. England will eyer confider the inhabitants of the United 
States as revolted fubjetts, who mufr be puniihed for their independence, 
if they cannot again be hlbjetted to the Engliili yoke; and though Great 
Britain condefcends at pre{cnt to enter into temporary ncgociations 

with 



382 TRAYELi> IN NORTH AMERICAJ 

with America, it is becau{e her prefent fituation allows her not to wage 

war againfi the Union, and bccaufe {he hopes to dcri,'c fignal ad"antage; 
from a treaty, which cannot but confiderably encrcafe the fide of her ma
nufactures, di{pleafe France, alienate her from America, and injure her 
trade. She hope:;, by means of this rupture, to render America dcpen. 

dent on the Emdiih C"oYcrnment, and in this fiate of dependence to force 
L' b 

her to conclude another alliance; a defign, perfectly anfwering the fenti-
ments, which Great Britain has confiantly manifeited fince the peace of 
1783. The truth of thcfe obfcryations is ob.-ious to all, who are ac
quainted with the policy of the cabinet of St. James's, and mufi be more 
firikin;ly fo to him, who has li"n::d, for any length of time, with the Bri
tiJ11 a~cnts in America, \\ho take not cn:ll the trouble of concealing it. 
To conclude a treaty of amity en {uch a foundation, is to deceive Arne· 
rica; as it clearly prcfumes, that fhe mufi break off all her former COll

nections with France, Iter true and natural ally, ,,:" who, as foon as fhe 
, ~ 

fhall have obtained a regular, fettled government (at prefent the obvi-
ous aim of the generality of the French people), will become more 
powerful than eycr. Should it be America's fecret intention, to break off 
the former connexion with France on thc firfi favourable opportunity, 
fueh a defign would not only be the refult of an erroneous, mifiakcn po

licy, but would alfo prove a breach of the principles of duty and grati
tude, \\hich, however they may be defpifed by the cabinets of kings, 
ihould never be difregarded by an infant people, in the management of 
public affairs, and the conclufion of ;rlliances and treaties. 

One of the greatcfi pleafures, I hoped to enjoy on my journey to AI-

"" The tranflator was lately aifured by an .\ merican gentleman, acquainted with the 
author, that it i~ his m?ft anxious wiih, to make his peace with the Diretl:ory. It is, 110 

dO~I~t, frol~1 thiS 1~()tl\C, that proceed the virulent, unfupported animadverfions on the 
Bntllh ,caoll1,et, which, the tran.flator is forry to obferve, dilgrace the intel'efting narrative 
of the J )"kc s 1 Ley.::13. and wluch in no place of this work betray their origin in a more 
CUIl1j'lCUOUS ma.nne~· than in this paifage, where he charges the Engliih government with 
dcludmg Amenca Il1to) a tleat)", the beneficial refults of which the foon experienced, 

when fhe fawhe~ ~rade pr~~eaed by Engliih convoys from the unprovoked piracies of 
her true and 1: .. :/1"" al!;'.-l ranJl. 

bany, 
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bany, was to fee Mr. and Madame de GOUVERNET, and to fpend a few 
days with them. They were not at home on my arrival, but at Kev,,

York, whence, however, they \','ere expeC1ed back every day. As Du

petitthouars's flate of health rendered it necefiiuy to continue longer in 

Albany, than we fhould otherwife have done, we determined to "wait the 
return of Mr. Gouvernet, who at length arri"ed on the c'.-ening of the 
day, beyond which I could ntlt- ',)l1veniently dcfer my departm~. Yet I 

now refolved to flop twenty-four hours longer, to fj~end them in th,:ir 

company. 
If you poffefs a correct idea of a hand:f()me Pariii'l1\ lad::, who with a 

fine figure unites all the charms of a well-formed mind, and, of c' ':1JC

quence, poiTeffes ample means for conquefl, and then fcc this lUll,lj; llne 

young woman on a fmall cflatc of about one 1m' !drcd acres, 11;,:71\:':, !~ 

herfdf the mofl trifling concerns of her houfelH,]l:, \yith an air of fim
plicity and ferenity. which would warrant a belief, that fhe is p1cafed 
with this ftrange mode of life; you cannot but confidcr it as ~m addi
tional ground, to praife and admire the female character in general, and 
efpecially that of French women. In thc courfe of this dreadful re'.olu
tion, females haye difplayed more courage, more attar-hment to their 
duty, and more confiancy in their fentiments, than has eyer been eyinccd 

on fimilar occafions. They have infpirited the courage of their huf

b:lllds, "ho, but for their fupport, might have funk under their misfor
tunes. They Ln'e foothed their fufferings. Under the feyerdr trials 

they ha"e fhew" as much of energy and virtue, as they difplaYLd of ele
gant and entertainirg manners in happier times. T'le!' obfer\'ations ap
ply to a great number of French bdies, at whofe head thnds i\1adame 

de Gou\'ernct; her huf1)and being inclcbted to her for the prefervation 

of hi~ life, for his e1cape from France, and for what little money he has 

laved. It is to her he owes his prefent happinefs, and the, tortitude, 

courage, and fatisfat'tion he manifefis in regard to a mode of life, 

equally foreign to his tafie and habits. They refide five miles from. Al

ban:y on a fmall dl:ate, which they have purchafed for fifteen thoufand 
livres French money. The land is not of the befl quality, but it riu)' 

be 
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PC c(I~1\"crted into "cry good mcadow~, :md thus anfwer their well-con~ 
cei \-'2d project: of rtaring and fatteni ng cattle, and keeping a g~od da~ry, 
until they (hall be able to return to France. They lead a folltary lIfe, 

"ithout ~l1Y cnmpan) but that of a young man, who followed them ~n 
their emigration fi'om France, '",ho joins in their labours, and fhares 111 

their foci~ty. Tn this rcfpeer they deri\"C but little benefit ii'om the "ici
nit\" of Albany. The circnmfiance, that mofi of the inhabitants of rank 
are' i"norant ~f the Yen' exiitence of :r."ladame de Gouvernct in their 

b . 

nei:c:hbourhood; and Hill more the indifference, manifefied by thofe, 

\\h~ are acquainted with the uncommon merits of this difringuifhed 
couple; form the frront;dl: evidence againi1: the hofpitality of the in

habitants of Albany. 
Some French familic~ refide in the tov.rn and its vicinity; that of 

Mr. LE COuTElJX-a highly interefrin:; name-is the only one, whofe 
acquaintance I wifhed to obtain. They who are acquainted with this 
family, know that it has long been difringuifhed for reeritude and talents, 
as wcll as for a confummate knowledge and puneruality in commercial 
tranfaerions; qualities, which have been, as it were, hereditary in it. 
Mr. Couteux of Albany is, by the unanimous tefiimony of all, who 
have had any dealings with him, worthy of his name. His ideas, 
as well as expreffions, carry fame air of peculiarity; but he is good, 
obliging, honeit, and uniyerfally refpeCt:ed. He is engaged in partner
fhip with Mr. QUESXEL, a merchant of St. Domingo; this houfe is 
again conneered with the firm of OLIY E in Kcw York, and throulrh 
this, it is afferted, with the great and refpeerable houfe LE COUTElYX in 
France. 

POTASH-\VORKS. 

Potafh, forming a confiderable branch of the trade of Albany, as well 
as of other American cities, the back country of which has been lately 
cleared, I 1ha11 here infert fuch information as I haye collected on the 
manner of preparing this faIt, 'which is generally obfen-ed in the United 
States. This alcaline faIt is extracted from common ailies, after they 

have 
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have been previoufiy purified from all heterogeneous matter. It is ob
tained by (olution and evaporation. Large tubs, with a double bottom, 
are filled with afhes; the uppermofl bottom, which contains feveral 
holes, is covered with afhes, about ten or eleven inches deep, while the 
under part of the tub is filled with flr;!"w or hay. Water;.. being pourcd 
over the aihes, cxtracts the particles of :G'llt, and difchargcs all the hctero
geneous mattcr 'which it may yet contain on the layer of hay or flraw. 
The lie is drawn off by means of a cock, and if it fhould not yet have 
attained a fufficient dcgree of flrength, poured ~gain oyer the afhes. The 
lie is deemed fufficiently fhong when an egg i\vims on it. This lie is 
afterwards boiled in large iron cauldrons, which arc conflantly filled out 
of other cauldrons, in which lie is likewife boiling. If the lie begin to 
thicken in the cauldron, no fi-cth lie is added, but the fire is well fed 

with fuel, until all the aqucous particles are feparated, and the whole is 
completely infpiifatcd and indurated. This :G'llt is of a black colour, and 
called black potr!flt. Some manuf~lcturers kaye the potaih in this flate 
in thc cauldron, and encreafe thc fire, hy mcans of which the oil is dif
engagcd from the :G'llt in a thick 1rnoke, and the black potafh afiumes a 
grey colour, in which flate it is packed up in barrels for fale. 

The proccfs of preparillt:: the potaih requires morc or lcfs time, accord
ing to the quality of the afhes and the lie, and to the degree of flrength 
of the latter; the medium time is t,\cnty-four hours. The uihcs of 
grcen-w·ood, and e1pecially of oak, arc preferred. ]\0 potaih can bc pre
pared from the afi1es of rcfinous trees; and afi1es, which are five or fix 
months old, are bettcr than thofe that arc new. 

Some manufacturers ufe only one cauldron for boiling, which they fill 
with cold lie, as it comes from the tubs; and other~ put the faIt, as foon 

as it begins to coagulatc, into finaller cauldrons, to complete thc cryflal
lization. 

I In many parts of thc Statc of -:';cw York, di:C'(·jall) in the North, and 
in the ,icinity of Albany, the inhabitants, who fell the wcud, prepare 
the potafh. But therc arc alfo lar,2:c manufattories, wherc from thirty to 
torty tubs are ufed for preparin:..:: the lie, and from ten to twclyc (aul-

;-; D drons 
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drom for its evaporation. The manuiac1urers buy the aihes from private 
families. The tubs and cauldrons are of different fizes in proportion to 

the greater or lefs extent of the manufac1ory. By a general efiimate 

from fin: to fix hundred buihcls of aihes yield a ton of potaih. 
The barrels, in which the potaih is packed up, mui1: be made of white 

oak, or if this cannot be had, of woo:], which is but little porous. The 
fiaves ought to be far more durable than for caiks, in \vhich other dry 
goods are packed; the hoops 3.1(0 mufi be more numerous; for the leafr 
filfure would expofe the potafh to humidity, to the air, and, confe
quently, to ddiquefcence and dilfolution. Infiances have occurred, when 

·barrels, badly made and hooped, and which had been filled with potafh, 

were foon after found to be half empty. 
Pearlaf11 is potafh purified by calcination. To this end the potafh is put 

into a kiln, confiruc1ed in an oval form, of plafier of Paris; the infide 
of which bcing made otherwife perfec1ly clore, is horizontally interfcc1ed 
by an iron grate, on which the potafh is placed. Under this grate a fire is 
made, and the heat. reverberated by the arched upper part of the kiln, 
compleats the calcination, and converts the potafh into pcarlafh; which 
is taken out of the kiln, and, \\hen completely cooled, packed in barrels. 
The procefs of calcination lafis about an hour. Pearlafh is proportion
ately more heavy than potafh, on account of its greater compadnefs; and 
the lofs of \\'Li~ht, experienced by the latter through the calcination, is 
very trifling. Although pcarlafh is Ids liable to dcliquate by the air than 
potaih, yd the barrels, in which it is packed, are of the fame fort and 
firuc1ure as thofe in which the latter faIt is barrelled. They are of dif
ferent fizes. and contain from two to three hundred pounds. Potafh a5 
\\ell as pearlalh are fold by tons in the courfe of trade; and it is not law
ful to export either before it is duly infpec1ed by the public fearchers~ 
who are appointed for this purpofe in all the frates, whcr-: pearl or potafh 
is manufactured. 

Dupetitthouars's frrength having been confiderably impaired by his ill
nef~, he thought it prudent to return home. I parted from him with 

the li'-lUVit concern. To travel alone is extremely unplea[ant~ and more 

fo 
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fo \' hen you are indifpofed. I had ydterday a fit of the ague, which I 
prefume is the beginning of a tertian {ncr. I was feized· \\ ith it at 
1fr. DE LA TOUR DU PL~"S. But, "crthdcfs, I will proceed to Bof
ton, where I expecc to find letters from Europe, \',l1ich I much Jdire to 
fee. For theft: lafr three months I have not heard a word fi'om any of 
my friends or rclatiom. 

DEPARTURE FRO~ ALBA:~Y. 

I \-vas by no means difpleafed at leaying Albany. Young Mr. Rent:. 
{daer ancl Mr. Henry are the only gentlemen, from whom I experienced 
any civilities. The Albanians, to 4)eak generally, arc a {et of people 
remarkable neither for acci\ ity nor politends; they arc the moil: dif
agreeable beings, I ha\e hitherto met vvith, in the Gllited States. In 
ncr)' other re1I)ett Albany is a place where, with a fmall capital, you 
may make money, and with a large capital acquire great wealth. The 
trade of this place {uits any amount of property, and is attended with Ids 
riik than any other fpecies of commerce carried on in this part of the 
globe. An indufrrious and cnterprifing man might improve the trade of 
this place to a vcry confiderable degree. 

\Ve experienced here this day, Friday the 7th of Augufr, an uncom
mon heat. My thermometer frood at ninety-fix dq?;recs of Fahrenheit, 
or twenty-eight four-ninths of Ileaumur. 'Ve were told, that the ther
mometer of NIr. Lewis, who is efrcemed hne a very accurate meteor
olugiH, frood at one hundred degrees of Fahrenheit or thirty two-ninths 
of Reaumur. This cxceffiye heat continued {cYl~ral days, and was not 
the leait allayed in the night. 

My horfe, which ",0.::; to be fent after me by Captain \Villiam(on, w:>., 

not yet arriy.'d. I took, therefore, a feat in the ihge waggon, that i~, 

a waggon without fprings, bll~ coyered. ¥ulJ crofs Hudfon's nin~r on 

leaying Albany. The road t<, Lebanon, where wc Hopped tor the night, 
lies oyer a mountainous country. Nearly the whole of the difrriC1: is in 
the firfr frage of fettlcment. 1\11 the land, within an extent of twenty-

3 D 2'" five 
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five miles, belongs to Mr. Van Rcnifelaer, Lieutenant-governor, and one 

of the richefi proprietors in the State of New York, perhaps in all the 
States of the Union. Much of this land was granted to his ancefrors by 

letters-patent, at the time v. hen the Dutch fettlement was formed. He 
has aho purchafed much more. A confiderable part of this ei1ate has 
been fold; but he fells none without ref erving a ground-rent. This 

forms, no doubt, a very pleafmt fort of income; but which, in my opi

nion, cannot be of long duration in this country. A man, who is obli.s:cd 
to pay every year a ground-rent, foon forgets the moderate terms on 
which he obtained poiTefiion of his dtate, teel., only the uRpleafant com

pulfion of paying money at a fixed time, and eagerly feizes upon the 
firft opportunity of freeing himfdf from thi..; incumbrance. An aged 
Quaker-woman, "ho did not fpeak a word, but went no farther than 
Philipftown, and a Mr. MAC-ELROY, were my companions in the frage. 
The latter is a land-holder in Pcnnfylyunia, on the Delaware, without 
any bufinefs or trade. He refides on his dl:ate, ,,-hen he is not trayelling 
for his amufement, and is unmarried. His fiHer manages his houfehold. 
He poflcifes a confiderab1c quantity of land, efpccially on Fifh Creek, in 
the diftriCl: of Mr. Schreiber. He feems to be a worthy man, but is eon

Rantly dull and morofe. 
The fever, "hich feized me near Philipftovm, prcycntcd me from col

lcding the information, "hieh I might ha, C othcr\,ife been able to pro

cure, at the different places where the Hage Hopped. What little intel
ligence I have been able to gather is, that the medium price of land is 
here trom five to eight dollars an acre. The laft place, before you reach. 
Lebanon, is Stephentown, fituated on a fine large creek. It belongs to 

the Patron: this is the general appellation of Mr. Renffelacr, at Albany, 

~s .well as i~ its environs. The face of the country is fad and melancholy; 
1t 1S mountamous and rocky, and bears no trees but hemlock-fir and white 

pine. ~n the road from Stephentown to Lebanon, the country ex
pands into an amphitheatre, formed by numerous mountains of ...-arious 
fize and iliape, moft of which lie in grafs up to the yery fummits. At 

the 
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tlie end of a very circuitous journey through this vale you reach the mn 

of Mr. STOW. 

Lebanon pofieffes a mineral {pring, clore to which frands the inn of 
Mr. Stow, on the decli.,-ity of a mountain; moil of the imaLdes, who 

drink the waters, board therefore at the inn. From this point the pro{

pea of the vale, or rather of the low grounds, is moil: pleating. A num
ber of {mall houfes, fcattered over the fields, and {everal villages, enhance 
the charms of this delightful yiew, ~which, on my arrival at the inn, I 
was too indifpofed to enjoy. I \\ CIS obliged to creep into my bcd, although 
it was fcarcely five o· clock, to fufrain my fit of the ague, to take an 
emetic, and to renounce ~whatcycr remarkable objects this place itfelt: or 

its vicinity, may contain. 

SHAKERS. 

In America, or at lcaft in fome States of the Union, no frages are fuf .. 
fered to travel on Sundays; this is the cafe in the State of ='Jew York. 

Mr. 1-hc-ELROY and myfclf fpent, therefore, the morning in vititing 
the fociety called Shakers, who have formed a fcttlement, three or four 
miles from the inn. Had I not been indifpofed the preceding evening, 
I fhould have feen them at work, and, by meClns of my continual queries, 
mi;.:ht have obtained fome accurate information concerning their origin, 
their regulation, the mode of huibanding and diihibnting the common 
wealth of the {ociety, the manner of pure hating dtates, of n.:cruiting and 
preferving the icx:icty, and e{peciallyon its prefent frate. \','c were now 

obliged to content ourieh-es with yic\'.-ing their villages, the intide of their 

houfes, their gardens, and their religious worfuip, without Clny guide, and 

to refr fatisfied with what intelligence we could obtain from our land
lord and another man, who {aid that he \YClS well acquainted with the 
{ociety. 

As to their form of government, the fociety is a republic, governed in 

a defpotic manner. All the members work for the benefit of the iociety, 
\~ hich {upplies them in clothes and viCtuals, under the direCtion of the 

Chief Elder, whom they eleCt, and whofe power is unlimited. Subordi-

nate 
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nate to him are infpettors of all claifes, invcfred wit:-: different degrees of 
authority. Thc accounts reach him in a certain regular order and grada
tion; and in the fame manner are his orders carried into effctt. It 

would be hi.'c;h treafon to addrefs the Chief Elder himfelf, unlej~ thc ad

dreifcr bclor;gs to a clafs which cnjoys this privilege; itl any other cafc 

this offence is icyercly punifhed, or cenfurcd, if it be committed by a 
ftrano-er iO'norant of this law. Marria(!e is prohibited in this {ociety, 

b ' b ... L..J 01 

\\hieh is recruited merely by pro{elytc~, who are, howeycr, far Ids nu-

merous at prcfcnt, than eighty )Cars a!C'o, when they :6r11: fettled in this 
country. Married men and women arc admitted into the {ociety, on 

condition that they renounce each other. They ti'equcntly bring their 
children with them, who in this cafe become a common propcrty of thc 
focicty. It i()metimes happens, that, in fpite of the prohibition, the fIdh 
will have its way; but, in fuch cafes, a (e.-erc, exemplary, alld corporal, 
puniihmmt is infIitted on the offcnders; and this puniihment is not 
mitigated, if thcy effett their dcape to join in lawful \\ cdlock, for, on 
their being apprehended, thcy are punifhed with the fame feverity, as if 
they were not married. Although the members of this fociet), do not 
bind themfelvcs by YOWS, yet, in clofe adherence to their tenets, men 
and ,yomen EYe in feparate apartments, though in the :Gime haufe. The 
yillagc contains four fuch houfcs; all the other buil,;ings arc frores or 
fhop~, in which all forts of trade and manutatturcs are carried on. They 
make cloth, ~al'Zc, thoes, (addles, whips, nails, cabinet-work, in fhor~, 
e\"Cr article which i~ :i1u.e to find a ready market. They fell their com

modities either here or in the neighbo~ring towns. The \\omen per
form fuch bufincfs as is generally allotted to their fex. 

~hi::;. frame_of fociety has attained, it ihould feem, a high degree of 

pertethon .. The emulation among the members is uncommonly great .. 
and the fOClct)' l'Jildics confiderable property, the amount of which is, 
hOWe\Tr, knov"n to none but the Chic"' Eider. The Shakers are an 
h~nd(, good natur:,:d, ilt of people; they perform their engagements 
wnh the utmoi1: punceuali':;', are excellc.t neighbours. faithti.t! \,.orkmen, 
and \Tty mUl.butc in their prices. This is the "hole Hock of infrJrma_ 

tion 
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don which I have been able to collect on the abfurdities and peculiarities 

of the Shakers. 
In reg;{rd to the form of their reli~~lo'ls worfhip, I can {peak from my own 

obfCl \"til 111. On our arri, at they 'were already aficmblcd in the place \",here 
they held their meeting. This is a hall, about {eyent} feet in IClgth by 
ttJrty ;~\e or fifty in breadth, "ith eighteen windows, h.'. vl-hieh light and a 
free circulation of air is procured. At each end of the hall is a fire-place; 
benches are placed all along the walls, and {orne on the right of the fire
place. The doors, by which the men and women enter the hall, are in 
one of the long fides. The infide is overlaid \\ ith plaiiter of Paris; tht: 
ornaments of wood, and window-frames, are painted light-blue, and the 
benches red. Who eyer could find room, {at down; and the reH, by far 
the greatei1: part, \\-ere franding. The Chief Elder was iC:1tn\ nearly in 
the centre, on a bench oppofite the door, and a place between the two 
doors was affigned to our party. The moil: profound {lienee was ob
{erved. The men wcre dreiTcd in a blue coat, black v,aii1:coat, and pan
taloons of blue and white {potted cloth. The women wore a long white 
gown, a blue petticoat, an apron of the {arne cloth of which the men's 
pantaloons were made, a br!:!c, {quare, well pbited handkerchief, and a 
plain cap, tied under the chin, fllCh as the portereiTcs of nunneries arc 
accui1:omed to wear. The hair of the men is combed fhaight down; 
the hats were all hung on nails: \\'hen a man or woman is tired of -fit
ting, or wifiles to make room i~Jr another member, they get up, and their 
(eat is occupied by others. EYer), eye is fixed on the ,:,,:wl'nd; eycry head 
is bent downward; and 11:upidity is the characterii1:ic feature of e\ Ci')' 

face. The women hold in their hand a blue all': ",hite handkerchict: 
and they fiood all, li;\.e the men, "\-vith their arms folded. 

The firi1: act of divine ferviee laHed nearly half an hour; on a fignal 
of the Chief Elder, all the members prefent aro{e from their feats; and 
men and w()men f(lrmed two Jii1:inL9: rows oppoGte to each other, in 
form of a fan, the central point of which was occupied by the Chief 
Elder, franding; ill the {arne place, where he was {eated betore; the rows 

opened towards the corners of the hall, and their pofition was fiudied in 
fuch 
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fuch a degree, that they were long deliberating on the place; where they 
had to put their feet, before they began to move. After a filence offe
yeral minutes obferved in the fame pofition, during which the hands and 

faces of many of the members \vere ihongly convulfed, and their knees and 
legs ihook and trembled, the chief made another fignal, without which 

nothing is done. They fell all on their knees, and arofe again a few 
minutes after. The Chief 1:'." ~r now commenced a chaunt, in which 
both the nofe and throat bore an equal ihare, and which was confined 
within the compa(s of four deep notes; no words could be diit:inguiihed. 
The 'whole meeting repeated the chaunt; and again ceafed, on a fignal 
from the Chief Eic.Lr. After a fbt rt filenee, and upon another figna1, the 
pofition wa3 changed. l\lc11 and women, v.ho are confiantly ieparate, 
drny up in nine or ten ranks, facll1!! the chief elder, b/ whofe fide tvm 
or three men and as many women, the elders of the fociety, had t(11~ell 
their {eats. The troop of women was disjoined from t;lat of the men 
by a fmall interval of one or two paces. I haye omitted mentIOning, 

that the men, pre\'iouDy to their drawing up in rank and file, pulled off 
their coats, ,ybich they hung up by their hats, and appeared in their fhirt

llCl"l'~, tied" ith a black riband. The women chan:;ecl not their drek 
The Chief Elder commenced another chaunt, much the ['tme as the !C)f

mer, accompanied by the elde,"', and the firit: part fung by the women. 
which rendered it tolerably melodious. This chaunt v,as no {ooncr be
gun, than the v, hole aiTcmbly frarted into a fort of dance, made a fpring 
and a bow forwards, a (pring and a bow to the right, a [pring and a bow 
backwards, a {pring and a bow to thc left, twelvc fprings· and t\\chc bows 

forwards, and then began the fame motions ab"ll1, until the Chief Elder 
cea{ed to fing, "hich is the fignal of filence for the elders, 8.nd of imrr~o
bility for the dancing members. Thc courtefies both of the men and 
women confifl: in a genuflection; the head is bent downwards, the arms 
are open, and the feet advance with a fort of light caper. The wnm':n 
make the fame courtefies as the men, but they glide along rather than 
caper. All thefe motions are made to the tune, \"ith a precifion and c::

adne[s, which would do honour 'to the beit: difciplined regiment. \y~hen 

tL i" 
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this ceremony is over, they firft rcfume their former pofition 1ll rows, 
and afterwards their feats near the walls. The Chief Elder at times ut
ters a few words, but they are unintelligible to a {hanger. When all 
thefe different fcenes ha\-e been acted, two wumen appear, each furnifllcd 
with a broom, and fweep firfi the place occupied by the men, who dr~nv 
up in clofe order, to make room for the fwceper3, and then t11a~ occupied 
by the \-\-omen, "hich being done, the fame court dies, chaunts and Lt· 

pers recommence agalll. The whole fen-icc laited about three hours. 
I had armed myfclf with a filfficient f11are of patience, to wait the clofe 
of the cermony, in hopes, that I iliould be able to conycrfe either with 
the Chief Elder, or another member of thc i()lic,ty; but in this I was dii:' 
appointed. Upon a fignal from the Chief Elder the meeting was broken 
up ; the members took their hats and fticks, movcd off two and two: and 
the Chief Elder followed, conducted by one of the Elders. The women, 
after having covered their flat cap with a hat equally flat, went out of the 
hall by a feparate door, and brou~ht up the rcar, at an equal fiep, and their 
arms folded. 

We were told, that they were going to dinner, but could not learn 
any farther particulars. On Sundays no 11:rangers obtain admittance to 
their garden; we could only yiew it on:r the railings, and found, that it 
was large, beautiful, and kept in good order. All thc culinary plants, 
which are not wanted for their own confumption, ilioot up into feed, of 
which they fell confiderable quantities. All their railings and doors are 
painted with as much care, as in the beft kept Engliih garden. The for
mer run along the ftreets, to {eparate them from the houfcs. Neat little 
pofts, painted with equal care, mark the foot-way. The whole forms the 
neateft, prettieft, and moft plea(ant fight, I ever faw. I repeat it once 
more, that what little I have feen of this focicty is fufficient to COll

"Vince me, that with the utmoft abfurdity in point of religious principle~ 
and worlhip, the Shakers unite much ord-er, activity and good {cn(e in 
their bufine(s, and uncommon abilities in the management of their affairs. 

Among the fifters were fome very hand(ome girls, but the major part 
were rather advanced in years. The number of young men i~ campara-

3 E tiyc1y, 
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tiye1y much greater. This fociety, which has nothing in common ~ith 
the Friends or Quakers, was tranfplanted, twenty-two years ago, trom 
England to America. The firfr and principal {ettlement was formed 

in 1; j-l, at Nifqueunia, in the fiate of New York, a few miles above 
Albany; fince that time, one or two more have been infiituted. The 
chief icader of the {ect is a woman; the firfr was one ANN LECOQ, who, 

it is reported, had been kept by an Englifh officer. She died in 1784, 

and was fucceeded by another, elected by the {ect, from an opinion, that, 
like her predeceifor, fhe is inJ:lllible and allied with the Deity; fhe refides 
in Nifqueunia. The chief elders are her deputies and {ubfritutes in the 
different fettkments. 

The meuieinal waters of Lebanon fpring in a tolerable quantity behind 
the inn of Mr. Stow, and are collected in a bafon, fix cubic feet in 
extent, for the convenience of the drinkers. At the extremity of the ba
fon frands a miferable hut, which contains the bath, filled by means of 
one cock, and emptied by another. About one hundred paces below 
the bath, the fame v,aters turn a grift-mill "with two courfes. Their 

ufe is prefcribed in alnl()l!: all difrempers; "whether they be of any fervice, 
I know not, but they feemingly enjoy lets celebrity, than the medicinal 
iprjn~> of Ballto\\ nand SaLltuS:l, and in point of tafre differ not in the 
leait frum common water. From the great number of bubbles, that 
are conftantly rifing from the bottom to the 1urface, the Lehanon wa
ters appear to be impregnated with fixed air. Dr. eRA 1G, of Bofion, 
the proprietor of this 11)rin,~. is to erect, next year, the necefiary buildings 
1:11' the accommodation of the yaletudinarians-, who repair to this place 
1~:r the Ull: of the waters . 

. The price of land is here, according to its Yariatio11S of quaiity, from 
1ix to t\\enty-fiye tl,)lIars an acre. Mr. St<r\\-, as well as his whole fa
ll,ily, nUffed me \\ith the utmott care, during my illnefs. 

The fiages being permitted to fet out as foon as the afternoon's fervice 
is oyer, we proceeded on our journey to Pittsfield, which you generally 
reach the firfi d.ay of your departure from Albany, unlefs it be a Sunday. 
On the fUffilUlt of Hancock-mountain~ to which you turn on leav'-

mg 
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.in:~ the low grounds, the boul1(lary of :\ew York jtJins that of l\l~:~ra
cllUietts. The country on thc other fide of the mountain widens into a 
more open profl)ect, although fome fmall eminences continue;. ct in 
view, which arc cultiyated and adorned with hou[r~s. You ice Pittsfiehl 
five or fix milcs before you reach it. 

It is a {mall neat town, built about t\\cnty-fi\c years ago. The houies 
are mofi.ly of joiner's work, large and hand10111e; the price both of land 
and labour is mLlch thc lame as in Lebanon, but the currency is of a dif
fcrent il:andard. A dollar j, 10erc worth fix fhilljn;.:~. Pittsfield lies in 
the county of Berkihirc, which conttlins about thirty thoufand inhabi
tants. 

Being much wcakened oy my ycilcnby's fit of the ague, and expect
ing another fit this morning, I lay dtl\\ n as Joan a-; I arrived. My rcit 

was howC'Tr interrupted by a love-feent', acted in the paffage, by 11r. 
Mac-Elroy and a niece of the landlord, a tall, buxom lars with fine eyes. 
" Gi,"c me a kifs, my dcar-do, gire me a kiis," I hcard a whole hour 
together. I congratulated my tra\clling companion the next morning 
on his amorous adventure, ·which. ho\\e\"cr, had becn confined to the 
moil: tender and ardent kiifcs on both fides; any thing more having been 
conil:antly refufed. I relate this trifling anecdote, a~ it may ferye to give 
an idea of American manners. Adventures of this defcription are faid 
to be very common, without the leafr difparagement to the honour of 
the amorous laKes, although at times they are carried fomewhat farthcr. 

Having arrived yef1:erday in a covered cart, we were promifed a better 
carriage for this (by\; journey; and yet this better carriage confiited in 
an open cart. On confide ring that I was to fuf1:ain my fit of the a'!lle in 
this cart, I could not but find it extremely inconycnicnt; but the L \\ of 

neceffity fuperfcdcs all deliberation. I was at confidcrable pain' to ob
tain a little hay, on which I mi;.::ht reft; and thus {hak:nf! \\ith the cold 
fit of the ague, and broiled by the fcorching {un, I p~dE .. ,\ 0\ cr the Green 
Mountains, a wild. rocky tract of country, but cultiyatnl up to the fi.Ull

mit of the mountains; a femc, which fr'-'(il1cntly recalled to my mind 
the prof peas 0.[ Switzerland, and efl)ccially the tH>lllltains in the Pa},~ 
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. h' f k Ml'dwav from North-de \' awl. The mad lIes oyer a C am 0 roc ·s. • 
amptull our cart fiopped. Utterly unable to proceed any farther, I lay 

down to 1uftain my fit of the ague, and continued in bed two hours. 

Through the compaffiul1 of the driver, we obtained here a covered pofr

coach, fuft)ended upon Jj)rings, and thus reached at length Northampton, 

a neat town, fituated in a pleafant country, and containing many hand

(orne and convenient hou(es, among which is an inn, fcarcely equalled 

by any other in America. The building is fpacious and neat, the apart

ments are well difrributed, the family confifrs of well-bred people, and the 

articles of provifion are good and in abundance. The fituation of North

ampton is extremely pleafant. The banks of the Connecticut, on which the 

town is feated, offer a delightful profpect, and lie almofr entirely in grafs. 

The hou(es are well-built and neatly painted. The number of the in

habitants amounts to fixteen hundred. It is the capital of the county of 
Hampfhire, in the frate of MafTachu(etts. The town carries on fome 

trifling trade with Hartford, to which it tran(mits, in vefTels, the produce 

of the furrounding country. Great numbers of cattle are fattened in the 
county, which contains about 11xty thoufand inhabitants. 

Ma1T<lchufetts is as much cultivated as France. I certainly did not pars 
through the mofi fertile part of this frate, it being covered with frones and 

rocks, and yet it is throughout cultiyated. The houfes lie clore to each 
other, and frand in the mir111 of the fields and farms to \\hich they belong. 

They arc extremely wcll built, cOL,ii1: of joiner's work, and arc very neatly 

painted whitc. The fiables and krns are painted red. Nearly all the 

fences are made of frones collected from the fields. The harvefr is com

pletely houfed, and the farmers are bufied in mowing the after-crop of 
gra[s. Six or fe..-en mowers are at \\ork in the fame meadow. This 

:arries an appearance of activity and profperity, which is extremely pleaf
mg, and keeps alive the remembrance of Europe. 1"umbers of horfes 

are feen in the fields, which, however, are not remarkable for 'beauty. 

The cattle are of a fine breed, and all the pafrure-grounds are covered 
'with them. 

On leaving Northampton, you crors the beautiful river Connecticut. 

The 
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T~ e banks, being well-wooded, and flo ping gently towards the bed of the 
{hearn, fecure the country from inundation. \Vhile croiling the riYer, 
I learned, that ydfels of fifteen or tm~nt:,- tons burthen fail fifty miles 

farther lip the river, and that fllips can come uT> as far as within forty 
miles of Northampton. We halted in Belly town, where the New 
York road meet3 that of Albany. Our tra \cllin:c; party had this morning 

already been encreafed by a dirty little boy, and W~lS now augmented by 
the paffengers, ';, ho arrived in the l'cw Y urk ilagc, and by tv,'o other 
travellers, a Mr. WILLIAMSOX, a land-holder of Georgia and pleafant 

companion, but a violtmt partizan of the Anti-federaliit party; and a 
young man of New York, whofe name I did not learn. Continually the 
fame fort of land, but better roads as far as Spencer, "here the two wag
goners of the old and new Bofton roads waited our arrival, to try to pre
vail upon us, each in his turn, to gi\(~ the preference to his road. I was 
determined to choofe that, which the others fll0uld nut. I wanted fur

ther reft and convenience, as I had not paffed the day, on which I wa

free from the fever, quite fo well as the firft. 

TIlE FAMILY OF v\'lLLlAMS. 

We made our arrangements in fuch manner, that four perfons onl: 
obtained feats in our ftage-coach ; I procured a back feat. J n \Vorcefter 

three ladies joined (Iur party, \' ho. (Ill percei\ ing my fickly appearance. 
would not accept my feat. But, not\yithftanding their politenefs, and 

in fpite of my firm determination to bear up as long as pofilble. I \\,,:,
obliged to Hop at Marlborough. Unable to endure any longer the jolt

ing of the coach, I \\'as neccilitated to entreat my trayclling companions 

to fet me down at an inn, "herc I was certain of :tn opportunity of pur
fuing my journey in the mail-coach. And well had I done to ftop hert>, 
for 1 was no fooner in bed, than J was feized with a ,cry y:o;cnt fit (,f 
illnefs, in addition to the aguc. Although exceiliyely ill, I was fcniiblc 

of my dreadful fituation, being thus laid on a bed of fickncf.s among peo
ple who had never feen me before; and this idea tlue\\ ;:'1C into an agi

tation of mind, which bordered on defpair. But, fortunately the filll1ily, 
III 
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in WllOfc houft.: I had flopped, "wer,:; thc befr people in tht.: \yorld. Botl~ 
men and women took as much care of me, as if I had been their own child. 

Efpecially the ,Yomen, young and old-for the fa~ily is ver~ numerous
nurfed me "with the utmofr folicitude and attentIOn. Hanng obferved. 
that I was attacked by a dian-hoca, "hich lafrcd two days, and v;as pro
bably thc effect of heat upon an emaciated conilitution, they infifrcd up
on jc"mling for a phyfician. I ,\ as obliged to yield to their TcmO:1-

il:rances; the phyjician came; and, as he could not poilibly !c:\yc me 
\\ithout prcfcribing fomething, he gave me pills. I was under the ne
ccffity of continuing tour days longer in this houie, \\ here I cxpcrienced 

the befr treatment; and \\hich, from my uncommon \\ca\ncfs, I '" Zb 

not able to leave. I had there anothcr fit of the fever, "hich rendered 
me delirious, and af!ordcd me additional grounds to praife this exccllcnt 

family. 
Their name is \V IL L L\.1\15. The great grandfather of the \Villiams, 

"ho at prefent keeps the inn, arriyed here with the firfr fettlers from 
England, and, which is peculiarly remarkable, built the houfe which is 
now inhabited by his great grandfon. The room, v.hich I occupied, has 
not fince that timc undergone the leafr alteration; all the defcendants of 
the firfr Williams, the prcfent landlord included, were born in this room. 
The brothers of the landlord, the fifrers of his wife, their children, and 
his own, liyc all together, and form one family. 

Befide the inn, which being much frequented cannot but yield a con
fidcrable profit, Williams poifeifes an efrate of two hundred acres, nearly 
three-fourths of which are under cultivation, or, to fpeak morc propcrl:,", 
lie in grafs, which is the general cufrom in :rv1aifachufetts. Meadows, 
,\"hich are mO\\Ld wry early, yield a fecond crop, and produce from t\\O 
to three tons of hay per acre. Such land as does not lie in o-rafs is fown 
with ~ndian corn. They alfo fow a little oats and barley, b:t no more 
"than IS neceifary for the feed of the horfes and the confumption of the 
mil. The prej udice in favour of Indian corn is deeply rooted in this 
countr.\; but the fratc of agriculture is, upon the whole, far bctter here 

than in any part of America, \\"hich I have hitherto traverfed. The dun'" 
" b 
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is carefully pre[erved, and even the frreet-dirt is made ufe of as a manure, 
and in fpring laid on the fields. Agriculture is not ia ,yell underi1:ood 
:12i"<: as in England; but they think of the moft proper means of carrying 
it to a hi r,-her dea-ree of perfection, and conver[e on agricultural improye-/::) ~ 0 <J 

ments with good icnfe and judgment. CattL are here in great abund
ance, anli of a very fine breed. Bofton offers a certain and ready mar
ket for all the productions which can be fent thither. The breed of 
pigs is remarkably fine; they grow uncommonly fat. Day-labourers 
may be procured in great abundance; their wages are four iliillings and 
ilxpence a day, or from ten to t,veh'e dollars a month. 

This part of America difplap in e\'ery refpeel true European induftry. 
In every village the ftreets along the road are lined with iliops. Cabinet
makers, iliac-makers, faddlers, coach-makers, and tanners, are yery nu
merous. My friend Williams was not fufficiently veried in the political 
economy of the country to inform me of the exact proportion of the taxes 
and other public burthens. All he ,,,as able to tell me on this fubjecl 
,,'as, that the aggregate fum of his aifeilinents, taxes, county and parifh 
rates incl\lded, amounts yearly to about forty dollars, beiides four dollars 
and half for his licence to keep the inn. Doctor COTTY, a furgeon, \\ho 
attended me, and poifeifes an eftate of eighty acres, pays no more than 
t\\ cntydollars. He is alfo a yery worthy 111an, whom I hayc every rea
-{un to praife. 

All thefe people bufy themfehes mnch with politics, and {rom the 
landlord down to the haufe-maid they all read two ncw111apers a day, 
Mr. Williams and Dr. Cotty are by no means friendly to the treaty, rc
caufe they do not like the Engliili, and contend. that no reliance can lc 
placed on' that nation. But they :i:'lY, at the fame time, that it mutt aU 
be left to the Prdident, \\ho ,,,ill mal~e c\'ery thin?; li~'ht. I mufr rcrcit 

it once more, that I cannot befrow too much praiic on the L:ldncfs of 

thde ex·xllent people. Being a ftranger, utterly unacquainted, \',ith 
them, iick, and appearing in the garb of mediocrity, bordering on indi
.(~cnce, I po:fidfed not the leaf( claim on the hofpitality of this refpeCl:ahL 

family, but :filch as their 0'\\ n kindnefs and humanity could {uggeft; and 
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i . '"1 " fi 'e d"yo I continued in their houie, tilC)' negletteu their yet, (unn:; L k \ ... J • • • 

. b 1. I.. t. nurfce me with the tendereil: care and unweaned fohcl-own UllnCIS \) 

tu~k. They heightened il:ill more the gencrofity of their condufr by 
m3.king up their account in a manner fo extremely .reaf~nable, that three 
times its amoun t would not haye been too much for t:c: trouble I had 
cm{cd th em. May this refpectable family cycr LDjOY tllc blcffings which 
they [0 wdl dder'vc! This fhall bc m)' cunltant, fcncnt '.'.i1h until my 

lail moment. 
Havin"" at length reco\"crcd fomewhat n:(,l"e il:rength, to bear thc fa-

b c. 

tigue of a journey, and being defirous of reaching Boil:on, as foon as pof-
fible, as I hoped to find fome letters in that c~ty, I took a feat in the mail
coach, which frops at Williams's houfe. It i,; the fame fort of carriage 
as a frage-coach, except that it is lighter, better fufpendcd, and takes but 
fix paffcngers, its chief dcfrination being to carr:: the mail. I had (('~rccly 
proceeded three or tour miles, when we were met by a coach and fOur. 
It was General KNOX, who, during a temporary refidence in Bofron, on 
account of priYate bufinefs, having accidentally learned, that I lay ill at 
Marlborough, came to take me to Bofron. l\.1y fatisfaB:ion a:.d grati
tude for this uncommon kindnefs may be eafily conceived. I had fre
quently feen him at Philadelphia, in the courfe of lail: winter,; had often 
been at his houfe, which I found extremely pleafant; but had not the 
leafr right to expect fuch a difringuifhed act of kindnefs. I was too weak 
to exprefs my feelings, but was the more overwhelmed by them. 

The road from Marlborough to Boil:on is a continual village. Twenty 
miles from this city begins an uninterrupted line of handfome houfes, 
cleanly and pleafant buildings, neat gardens, and fine orchards, which 
form all together a rich and delightful profpect, the charms of which arc 
frill more enhanced by numberlefs horfes, cattle, and fheep, which enliyen 
the landfcape, and are fheltered from the fcorching fun by clumps of 
trees, planted for that purpo{e. You fee every where numerous churches, 
of a fimple confrmClion, but neatly painted, and furnifhed with fine 
fpires. They are furrounded with open ftables, in which the country
people put up their horfet: during the fervice. This is a pretty general 

cuftom 
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cuil:om throughout America, unknown in Europe, but which 1:; marc 
carefully attended to in Ma{fachufetts, the moil: opulent and populous of 
thefe fiates I have hitherto feen. 

At laft you pafs through the handiome village of Cambridge, and reach 
Bofion by a wooden bridge, which v\as finifhed la11: year, and \.,hich, in
cluding the cau(eway leading to it, is a mile in length. This bridge v;as 
confiructed at the expence of a company, who receive a toll, which 
yield~ nearly twenty per cent intcreit on the capital fpent in building the 
bridge. I was too much illdifpofed fully to enjoy the ,jew of this de
lightful country, v.hich reminds a man of England on many accounts, 
but was not altogether infenfible to its charms. 

BOSTON. 

The towns, which are mo11: populous, moil: ancient, and mo11: flourifhing 
·in point of trade and indufrry, and which on thefe grounds interefr mofr 
the curiofity of foreigners, are exactly thofe on which a traveller has leaft 
to remark. All the obfervations, which he might make in regard to them, 
have been anticipated by others, and he will frequently wafre his talents 
in repeating, with Ids accuracy, what hifroriographers, gazetteers, nay 
directories, have faid before him. This is exactly the cafe with Bo11:on. 
Dr. Morfe's American Geography, and a variety of directories, publifhed 
in that town, give a more minute, and probably a more exact account of 
it, than all the information which the mofr active foreigner can colle a: in 
the fpace of fix months. I fhall, therefore, forbear entering into any de
tails, which would be ufelefs, and which my friends may eafily procure. 

The town of Bo11:on is fituated on a peninfula. The ifrhmus, which 
connects it with the continent, is but a few yards in breadth, fo that it 
might eafily be cut through, i110uld the fafety of the place demand it. 
Boil:on is fa CQmpletely girt by the fea, that the fhortefr bridge, by which 
you can reach it, is a third of a mile in length. 

The harbour is four or five miles in depth, of a frill greater breadth, 
and inter(perfed. with numerous iflands, which form a more plcafing 
profpea'from none of them being perfectly fiat and level. 

3 F Several 
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Several of thefe if1ands are fituated at the entrance of the harbour, 
"hich li'om one {ide to the other may be five miles in breadth, but the 

n:l. vit;able part of which is (carcely half a mile wide. The paffage be
tween moil of there if1ands is inacceffiblc for :!hips of more than two hun
dred tons burthen. The only channel, paifable for fhips of a larger fize, 
lies between two if1ands, one of which is called Caftle Wand, and the 
other Gowrnor's Wand, half a mile difrant from each other. This chan
nel is frill more narrowed by a third of it only having fufficient depth 
of ,yater, e{pecially for !hips of a deep draught, which are obliged to. 
Heer along Came Wand at the diHance of two hundred yards from the 
land. If there iflands were fortified in fuch a manner, as to be able 
to cannonade fllips with effect long before they could draw near, and 
even after they had reached the port, the town of Bofron would be moil: 
powerfully proteded from any attack, that might be made on it. 

General Knox, who but very lately refigned the place of Secretary at 
\Var, told me, that not onl." are plans drawn up and approved of for 
erecting thefe fortifications, but that Congrefs has alfo refolved to bear 
the expence, efiimated at one hundred thou{and dollars, forty thoufand 
of which were already granted two years ago, that the work might imme
diately be commenced; but that the legif1ature of the State of Maifachu
letts oppoirs the execution of this plan. 

As many of my readers may be at a lo{s to conceiyc the poffibi
lity of fuch an oppofition to the refolution of the Congrefs, and to 
the pofitive orders of the Prefiuent, I think it ncceifary to ~xplain thi., 
matter. 

If a place is to be fortified by the Union, the State, in the territory of 
which it is feated, mufr previouf1y cede it to the Union, which takes it un
der its immediate protection, and the ceffion of the above if1ands has hither':' 
to met ·with fo frrong an oppofition on the part of the legif1ature, that it 
has not yet been pomble to obtain it. The true cau{c of thisoppofition is 
t~e general averfion of the States againfr fubjecting any part ot their ter
ntory to the fupremacy of the Union, and the pretence alleged in the 
cafe under confideration is, that Caftle Wand is the only fafe place for 

conviCl:s) 
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convicts, who are kept here to hard labour, and who cannot be j-;' .. nt t·.) 

allY other place cqually fate and con.Ycnient, 
The lcgiiL':iye power has, !J(m\~ver, l'nade the pr')pofal of fortij:;jn~ 

this il1and, without ceding it to the Union. Sixty j;)ldicrs, paid by the 
Hate, form the garrifon of this iflat;J) which yi:;lates th~ l])irit a3 "ell as 

the letter of the conf1:itutional act, enacting, in exprcfs term;, "that in 
time of peace no fingk frate ihall mciintain Ull)' rcguLr troops." 

The anti-fcderaliu party arc charged as being the chief aut!J')L; and 
abettors of the aboye cppciitioll; but it docs not app-.:ar, that i.h.~ op
porers belong all to that party. Their number, it is a«crted, begins now 
to decre::tfc, and the whole fcnate is fayourably di(oofed for the fortifica
tion, fo that it probably will loon be commenced. 

In this probable manner, the otberwife inconcci, able oppofition to 

the joint wiiI of the Congrds and Prdidcnt, in a matter of 10 much im
portance, has been explained to me. 

All the inhabitants, \\ ith whom I han: conver[ed on the prefilng ne
ceffity of erecting thefe fortifications, manife1led a fort of indifference. 
for which I can only account from their attention being entirely engroflcd 
by their private affairs. If you obferye to them" That the Englifh, in the 
pre[ent frate of things, may eafily run three or four frigates into the har
bour, burn all the fhipping, fet the houfes on fire, and retreat without the 
leafi danger"-they grant all this, but add, " The Englifh will not come; 
we have no war, and fhall wa~c none; wc havc nothing to fear." They 
(eem to forgct, that the fpirit of revenge againfi reyolted fubjects con· 
Hantlyanimates Great Britain; which will ncyer confider the Americans 
but in that light; though circumfiances may force the Englifh cabinet to 
enter into public negociations with the United States, and that this fpirit 
of revenge is peculiarly directed againfr Bofion, where the reyolution be

gan in fo decifive a manner*'. They feem not to confider, that the 
wealth 

• The futility of this reafoning p:-ecludes refutation, hut it is a circum fiance, worthy 
of remark, that the Prdidcnt of the lTnion, under whore adminifiratioll the relations of 

.unity and' friendfhip between Great Britain and the L' nited States have been fo fully 

dlablifhed, is the man who bore the moil confpicllClllS part in the dec-iun: meafmcs IYhi( lJ 
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wealtll and importance of Bofton atl()rd add;tional reafons t~_r i1:rengthcn
inC!: its means of (kfc'ncc, and that the importance of a ftatc is encreafed 
i.a· the e:!timation of it, cnemies, and of all foreign powers, in proportion 
a, it i, rendered Iefs vulnerablc, b:\- the ~J()ption of the moH proper and 
mott yigorous meafures of d:fence. 

The(e arc all principles of acknowledged truth; and there maxims fo 
nidcntly apply to the United States, and efpecially to BoHon, that even 
the circum:!tance of the attention of the inhabitants being entirely ab

forbed by their private interd1: f~1l5 ihort of iatisfactorily explaining the 
indifference, 'which they difplay in regard to fortifications, of the neceffity 
of which they are perfettly aware. 

The prefcnt i1:ate of Cattle Wand, garriioned by iixty armed foldiers, 
and where on the ruins of an ancien': rampart fifty p;eces of cannon are 
Iyin[!', moH of which are deftitute of trunnions, would be a matter of 
1incere regret eyen for him, 'who :fhouid have the interei1: of America and 
the humiliation of l~,~rJiIld Iefs at heart, than I han~:* I lament it mofl:: 
fincerely, inafmuch, as fetting apart the confideration of danger, it be
:fpeaks a degree of national indolence, which, I am forry to fay, is truly 
di(e;raceful. 

Governor\ Ii1and is i1:illlefs fortificd than Came Iiland; a block-houfe,. 
ercded on an eminence, forms the only means of defence, In France 
t:lree hundred pieces of cannon would be m.ounted in there ii1ands, and 
thc mofi: pariimonious admini:lt:ration would not rcpine at this expenec, 
to whatever fum it might amount. 

Thc foldicrs, who form the garrifon of Cafrle Wand, haye a vcry dirty 
and mcan appearance, which does not fcern to be an infeparable attribute 
of republican troops. 

commenced the revolution at EuEo;" the man who in BRISSOT'S judgment" has the ex

c~fj of republican ~';rtZlt"" and who of confequence mufi be thoroughly convinced of the 
wifJom of the political fyfiem which he has pur[ued with unfhakcn firmne[s.-Trarjl. 

'it! The candour, with which the author here points out the fource of his invectives 
~gainfi the Britifh government, and the origin of the farcafiic cenfure, which on all OC4 

(aGons he paffes on the Englifh cabinet, deferves much praife. He inveighs and cen
J"rcs. becaufe he anxioufly defires the llUmiliation of England.-Trm:f1. . 

The 



BY THE Dl'KE DE LA ROCHEFOl'CAI:L T LrA);COFRT. 405 

The convicts of the flate of MaiTac1iufdts are [,2nt to thi~ ii1and, ,yhere 

they are kept at hard labour. They are chiefly employed in m:1king 

nails and fuoes, and are confined by dar; ft1 that in this re{reCl: their fate 

is not worfe, than that of the garrifon. But no clf~l:111a; meafures haye 

been adopted to improye their morals, or prm-ide f{)r their \\ clfare at the 

end of their imprifonment. The machinery, introduced into all other 

nail-manufactories of America, to fhorten and cafe hard labour, are here 

Gll[V excluded, fa that the cOllvicts work to great dih'ldYantage, if c()m~ 

pared with other workmen, and are not able to lay by JGy fa\in~, dur

ing the time of their captivity, vvhich they mi)1t ufcfully employ, when 

refiored to the enjoyment of liberty. This heedlci1"nefs contrafls, in a 

ihiking manner, with the admirable attention and order which prcvail 

in the prifons of Philadelphia, the excellent {tate of ,yhich will furnii11 

jufl grounds of cenfi.lre agail~fl all the other ib.teo" as bn~ as thcy imitate 
not the laurlab1c example of Pennf;"h-,;nia. 

The Englifu laws, called in England the common law, arc ob{eryc1 
in the firrte of Ma«achu{etts in regard to all fncb pc; nts as arc not de

cided in a different manner by a pofiti\·e law, which ic; frequcntly the 
cafe. Fathers polTe{s the right of difr)Q"(jng of ~]:cir ei1:a~,>~ by a bil·-,.;ill, 

in its utmofi latitude, on condition of their lea',-ing to e·.-cry C1}e of their 

children fame part, however fmall, of their proper=)'. This riCht, which 

prodigality, revenge, paternal dif})leaii_:rc, and the imbcc~lity d' old age,. 

would fi'cqnently abu{e in our European fta~,c .. is here at:,cndcd ~\"ith no 

inconvenience. "00 father has yet made an ill u{e (,- it," anj\ve:;'~d 

they, with whom I remonfirated on the pleni::l:de of this ri,,;lt, Yeficd 
in the teltator. This an{wer, worthy of Spartans, has, hcnvcyc;', not C(.\1-

vinced me, that the manners of the inhabitants of J'/L~~,~~:c L'c;';~tts arc ~I~' 

lemote from an ill u{e of unliniitcd pc)\,er, as thofe (;~. the Sprstans wel: 

from parricidt at the time of LYCurgllS; nor has it reconciled me to a 

law, VI hich, at leaf.: in fame mca{ure, is unjufi. 

The penal code is compofed of Englifh laws, {omewhat mitigated .. 

Mr. SULLIVAN, Attorney-General of the fiate, takes peculiar ore, that 

jufrice is adminifiered with mercy; he is a zealous partizan, it {eems, 

of 



of the criminal law of Pennfyh-ania, and is no's cnS:1:;'~J i:l endeavour,; tu 

get it adopted Ly till' legiflaturc of ~1afIIChu(l'tts, . 
The fiate leyies a tZl:~ t~Jl- the fupport of government, amountmg to 

forty tllOu(ll1l1 pounds Herling. or one hundred and fifty-three th()u1~!l(1 
three hundn:J and thirty-three uolbr:;, Tl,,- quota of each contnbl,tlll.~: 
inhabitant toward3 this ~ax, as well as the county and parifll-ratc~. j.) Icry 

trifling. though more confi.dcrable than in the :1:ates of Kcw »rk and 
Pcnni)'h-ania. Propert:,-. both pt'ljo'lal and real, is taxed; and {uch part,: 
of it, as are not evidcnt, are rated by commiilJOllCrS, againfi whom hctcr 

complaints arc preferred at Boiton, relatiyc to the arbitrary manner, in 
which they frequently proceed. Thefe grieYUnees, it {eems, are not alt.)-
2:ether unfounded. No recour[e can be had againit an unjuit valuatiou 
~ ~ . 
on the part of the commiffioncrs, as, in order to obtain rcdrds, thc com-
plainants would be obliged to di[do[e the real amount of their property; 
which, as they arc generally men of grcat 'wealth, unjufily taxed from 
motives of jealou[y and envy, they wifh to avoid. Several of them ha,-e 
left Bofion, and [ettled in other fratcs or towns, wherc they enjoy fecurity 
from arbitrary proceedings of this kind. Mr. BRECK of Philadelphia left 
Bofron on this account, and Mr. THOMAS RUSSEL, a merchant, gene
rally refl)ec1:cd in America, intends, it is afierted, to fettle in Charlc11:own, 

a fmall town, feparated from Bofron only by a bridge. His a{leifment~ 
under the fole head of capitation or poll-tax, amounted to fifteen hun
dred dollars. 

Out of the parifh-rates, among other articlcs, the fchools are fupported, 
of v.-hich, according to the laws of the frate, a certain number mufr be 

kept in each townfhip, proportionate to its extent and population. In 
addition to thefe fchools, many colleges have been infrituted in this frate, 
which are fcattercd through its whole extent, for the convenience of 
thofe who poifcfs fufficient property, and wifh to purfue their frudies be
yond the .infrruction, \\'hich common fchools can afford. The Univerfity 
~t ~arn~ndge offers al[o ample means for acquiring exten{ive erudition. 
~hlS u~lverfity, \\ hich is modelled after the Englifh univerfities, has pro
ft:iforflups for cycry branch of the fcicnces. It poifeifes a fine library, a 

tolerably 
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tolerably complete philo(ophical apparatus, and a mu(eum, which is yet 
rather incomplete, but will, no doubt, (oon be improved. The whole 

infrruClion is apparently managcd on vcry good principles. The funds, 
affigned for its fupport, not bcin:; (utficiently confiderablc to inihud th:: 

fchOlars gratis, they ::re obliged to pay quartcrly the moderate fum of 
iixteen dollars. ThLy alia pay fix dollars a month for their Juard, and 

are admitted after a prcvious examination by thc profCffors. They re
main here four years; if thcy ddire to continue longer, for the purpofe 
of taking a degrec, they pay no 10111-''Cr the abO\e fixtcen dollars, but 
merely for their lodging:;. Mr. WILLARD, prciident of the univerfity, 
from whom I learned thefe particulars, is a man of uncommon merit, 
ver(ed in all the fciences, which are taught here. 

The town of Bofron, featcd on two or three eminences, and in the 
fmall intervening vales, is but oflittle compa(s. It has no regular frreets, 

but is neverthelcfs very pleafant. The houfes are neat and cleanly; a 

great number have gardens adjoining to them, and all afford delightful 
profpeCls. The manners of the inhabitants are mild and hofpitable; 
they are much like the Engliih. 

The opulent inhabitants have, mofr of thcm, country-feats at fame 
difrance from the town, where they rdicle in fummer. A forcigner cafily 
obtains an exteniive acquaintance, and is everywhere invitcd, in a man
ner fo extremely obliging, as to preclude all doubts of the finccrity of the 
in-,-itation. My {hte of health, \\-hich ,,-as but 110wly rcco\-ering, pre

,Tntcd me from accepting the invitations I receiwu. 

I mufr mention in this place, that in the vicinity of Bofton I found 
again Mr. Adams, ViC'>Preildent of the United States, a man of (uch un

common merits, abilities, and talents, that he has few equals in Ame
rica, and is not c\-erywhcre j~JH~ciently e{teemed. He is one of the moft 

refpeClabIc men in the United States. No one contributed more to t: c 

American revolution, trom the beginning to the end, them he. Tile 

agents of the Britiih minifrry entertain, therciore, much ill-will againit 

him, although he has defended the Engliih confritution in a book, full 
of profound refearches, which he entitled " A Defence of the GOYCrll-

n1Cnt 
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ment uf the Vn:ted States." John /vLms rdides \\ It:l his lady, remote 

from all illtri:":~lc', in a finall LV.ill', {ji~ecn miles {,J'U BoHon, \\hich no 
Paris " .. lII)C,l:C of the lO'vveil ran;~ would choofc for his country-feat. 

Here he (pcnds all "lle time, W;';'.'lt hi, fituation as Vice-prdidcnt allows 
hm t,) 1)~lj, from Philadelphi~, in reading, al1ll agricultural empluyments. 

lIe fees but little company, iinL'~ the very moderate fortli!1c he Foi1c{L~; 
prcv'ents him (,'nl11 receiving many ';JitC)J'3 at h:" l}(lLJ~'. He is generally 
rcJpcc1ed; his conyer{ation is e:,~rcr:'1dy agreeable, and tinged y. ilh a fort 
of iiucai1ic, I.e[ courteous wit, which renders it bi;;!l'\' Fk~ii.n~. 

The trca;,\, with England is the cr,;i.:~::;~t a:,d univerial L0pic; it is dif-. '-

cuficd pro c/ contra, from one extremity of the {btcs to the other. My 
opinion on this treaty is not altered from its having received the l~maion 
uf the Prefident. I admire his letter to the (dect-men of Boilon; in his 
pofition it i~ impoffible to ,nite any thing more beautiful, more noble, or 
more glorious. I blame him not for having acceded to the opinion of 
the Senate: pur{uant to the confhtution, and in the prdcnt ccnjundure 
of circumilances, he "as obliged to ad as he has done. But, nc'!erthelefs, 
this treaty is, in my judgment, prejudicial to the commercial interei1:s of 
America, which it renders, in fome meafure, dc;enGcI1( on G",>.· I;ri
tain, and violates the duty and obligation of the United SC<ltcs. to ""11it 

France, their ally, with the necdfaries of war. It is a monUH1,_],t of the 
weakneis of America, to which it will prove prodl.h~cive c[ perlll' l()US ra
ther than adyantageous confeguences. The only mom', ~l' ':1'y profit, to be 
derived from this treaty, will accrue to American mere' l'1t~, who can be 
accommodated by the Engliih with long credit, and ",,:, in America, 
as in fac1 in every other country, attend more zealou:i1y to lUe intcreHs of 
their counting-hou{es, than to the political advantages of the frate, which 
they inhabit. 

I have peru{eu l'\'cry performance, written in favour of this treaty, 
\\ithOt,t my opinion having in the leafr been changed even by CAMILLES. 

I po{fefs, I think, lLdl1c;cnt knowledge of the political principles of Mr. 
Hamilton, tu be conyinced, that in this long and laborious enquiry he 

kb rather {erved his party, than followed his own political opinion, and 

that 
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that, if he were freely to fpeak his mind, he ·would confe[~ his grief at 
having publicly defended fuch a frate-paper. This trc:lty agitates, heat~, 
and inflames the contending parties to fuch a dt'~:rcc, that yuu hardl) 
meet anyw'here with cool, moderate, and unimpaffioned realoning. I fhail 
fay no more on this fubject, although I am tar from having exhauiled m.' 
arguments againi1: a treaty, "\yhich I confider as ex.tremely unfortunate tor 
the tranquillity of the United States. 

Bofron trades to all parts of the globe. The enterprifing fpirit in point 
of navigation, which the Americans are on all hands allowed to polfcf!), 
feems in a peculiar degree to animate the inhabitants of ~n\ England. 
Although the trade of many ports in the frate of Maffachu1ctts, north and 
fouth of Bofton, has of late years confiderably encreafed; and although 
it is of the fame nature as that of Bofton, yet I hayc been ailured, that 
the trade of this town, fo t~r from fuffering by it, has, on the contrary, 
never been in a more flour~lillg condition, than it is at prefent. Seve
ral gentlemen, having promifcd to fupply me with comparative tables of 
the exports and imports of Boi1:on, previoutly to my leaving this town, 
I fhall until then defer all calculation on this interefring fubject. 

Anxioutly defirous as I was of collecting information relative to the 
trade with the South-Sea Indians, and to the nature of the nayigation oft' 
their coaft, I could not but feel extremdy happy at getting acquainted 
with Captain ROBERT, who returned from this voyage but a fortnight 
ago, and who has communicated to me fome particulars rcfpecting this 
fubject, which, I think, will not be deemed here out of place. 

The object of the fhips, which are trading to the weftem coafr of 

North America, is chiefly the purchafe of otter-ikins, which they barter 

at Canton for Chinefe goods, eithcr confumed in America, or thence 
('xported to Europe. The articles, which they fhip for the purpofe 
of exchanging them for the otter-ikins, confift of iron, copper, to

bacco, filver trinkets, collars, &c. This voyage, which is generally 
made from Bofton in fhips from ninety to two hundred and fifty tons 
burthen, takes up from fixteen to eighteen months. But its duration is 

.frequently protracted, and its prodl~ce Idfened byadverfe events; which 
....3 G \Y;t.~ 
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was the cafe with Captain Robert. He fpent three years and eight 
months in this voyage; he loft twenty men out of thirty-fix, who com
pofed his fhip's crew, and a fmall veff'el, which he had caufed to be built 
during his voyage, and which, he thought, might be advantageoufly em
ployed in this trade; his own profit, as well as thofe of his owners, could 
not, therefore, but be confiderably leff'ened. By inferting here a brief ac
count of his voyage, I fhall communicate to my friends particulars, re1a
ti,-e t" the trade and navigation to the weftern co aft, which, I truft, they 

\\ ill read with pleafure. 

CAPTAIN ROBERT'S VOYAGE TO THE SOUTH SEA. 

He failed from Bofton on the 2gth of November, 17g1, on board the 
Jefl"erfon, of one hundred and fifty-two tuns burthen, mounting eight 
guns, and manned with thirty-fix men. From want of provifion, and 
the neceffity of repairing fome damage, which his fhip had fufrained in a 
violent gale of wind, he found himfelf obliged to put into Valparaifo, a 
Spanifh fettlement on the coafr of South America, in latitude thirty
three degrees fouth, and longitude eighty-four degrees. * He remained 
here a whole month, and failed hence up the Pacific Ocean, where on 
the 5th of July he arrived off the Spanifh iiland of St. Ambrofe, which lies 
in twenty-fix degrees thirteen minutes fouth latitude, and eighty degrees 
fifty-five minutes weft longitude, from Greenwich. This iiland, which 
has the appearance of having had volcanic eruptions, abounds with feals, 
which lie on the rocks, and are eafily killed by the feamen, who frequently 
kill from two to fiye hundred of them with bludgeons, in the courfe of 
one morning. During the two months and a half the Captain continued 
on this iiland, his crew collected and cured thirteen thoufand feal-frins .. 
which are fold in China for fixty dollars a hundred. The oil, which is 

"* The author is mifinformed in regard to the fituation of Valparaifo. I t lies in latitude 
thirty-three degrees two minutes thirty-fix feconds fouth, and longitude feventy-feven de
grees twenty-nine minutes weft, and has a harbour, which forms the port of St. Jago, 
three hundred and ninety miles eaft of the Uland of Juan F ernandez.-Trmy7ator. 

obtained 
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obtained in great quantity from this filli, is given in exchange for otter
frills, to the Indians of the weftern coaft, whQ drink it like rum. The 
ifiand of St. Ambrofe affording no anchorage, the fhips remain conftantly 
under way, at a greater or lefs diftance from fhore, according to the 
weather. The fhip's company fleep every night on board, and keep 
up with boats fuch intercourfe with the ifland, as i-s requiiite for their 

fifhery. 
On his departure from St. Ambrofe, Captain Robert ftood to the weft

ward, and made the Marquefas, or Marquefa iflands; he put into the 
ifland W oahoo, * which the Spaniards call St. Chriftian, in latitude 
nine degrees fifty-five minutes fouth, and longitude one hundred and 
thirty-eight degrees weft. This ifland is inhabited by Indians, not of a 

very dark complexion, and, by Captain Robert's account, of very fine 
fuape and regular features. The heat of the climate rendering clothes 
perfectly ufelcfs, they wear only a fmall apron, which they never put off. 
On feftiva1s they drefs in a light ftuff, made of bark, and highly finifhed, 
both in point of colour and texture. In this ifland Captain Robert built 
a veffel of ninety tuns burthen, for the trade on the American coaft, the 
chief materials for which he had brought with him. The four months 
he continued at this ifland, he lived, upon the whole, on very friendly 
terms with the Indians, great numbers of whom affiited him in his 
work. But one day they fuewcd a defign of feizing upon his "eifel, 
when it was half finifhed. A great number of thefe Indians, headed by 
their king, manifefted fo clearly an intention of attempting an attack, 
that Captaia Robert was obliged to repel them by force. At the head 
of his thirty-fix Elen he fired upon the Indians, killed feveral of them, 
wounded others, and routed them completely. On the next following 
day they came to fue for peace, and brought fome of their wounded to be 
cured. 

* \V.oahoo being one of the Sandwich Wands, the author has probably confounded 
this name with Waitahu, the Indian name of the Marquefa If1and, which by the Spa
lIiards is called St. Chriftiana, and lies in latitude nine degrees fifty-five minutes thirty 
feconds fauth, and iongitud:= one hundred and thirty-nine degrees eight minutes forty fe. 
flonds' weft frolll Greemvich.-Tral1j7ator. 
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The Indians are furn:~lcd neither with fire-arms nor bows; their 

weapuns conlli1: of pole of very hard ~'ood, and long flings, by which 
they throw ftones, with grcat preeiuon of aim, to a conuderab1e difiance. 

At another time the Indians of a neighbouring ifland made up to 
Captain Robert's fhip, lyil1; at anchor in the road, "\vith a fleet of 
"hJl1t twenty boats, ninety feet in length, to take her; but a lucky !hot 
£Inking one of the boats, the rcit retreated with the utmoft fpeed, and: 
never made their appearance again. Theft' Indians are, by Captain Ro
bert's account, engaged in continual warfare with the inhabitants of 
\\T aitahtl, and offer their daughters, nay, fometimes their wives-, to fo

reigner'i, with whom they are on friendly terms. You may keep them . 
• 1S lonf!: as you pleafe, and return them \\ hen you want them no longer~. 
The Indian ladies, fo far from objecting to this fort of civility, commencer 
on the contrary, as early as the age of ten to do in this manner the ho-· 

Hours of their ifland. 
The Indian inhabitants of the Marquefas drink nothing but water, and-, 

are not fond of fpiTituous liquors. The king and chiefs of the ifland only
drink a bnuage called lW1~}', and prepared from a yellbw root, which is 
gathered by their 11aves, and cut into pieces, which they chew, fpit into> 
largevdfels filled ·with water, and afterwards fqueeze with their hands~ 
to obtain the juice. This liquor, prepared in fo uncleanly a manner, is. 
held in ycry high dhmation by the Indian chiefs; who mix it with water;
lefs diluted it is taken againft the fcurvy. They al[o ufe it as a remedyr 

againft the venereal difeafe, which has become 'cry frequent here, £Ince 
the firft ...-iut of the Europeans, and with which the whole crew of the: 
Jefferfon were infeCted. 

The marriages among thefe Indians laft no longer· than the wedded
couple choofes, and efpecially as long as it plcafes the huibands, who a{fert' 
~r(at prerogatives over their \\iYes, and nc\"er dine with them. Father,.. 
mother, and children frequently liH' in the fame haufe, even when the 
latter arc married. 

Befide the Iu)al dignity, and that of the chiefs of the villages, which arc 
L. rf'l.litary~ there al10 ('xi1t~ fome inequality among the families, all ·which 

pay-
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pay great tefpett to the king and chiefs. Property is known and re
fpetted in this iiland, and the number of fen-ants and ilaves is propor
tionate to the amount of a man's property. Potatoes, nay, fugar-canes arc 
cultivated in this iiland. Thefts are fevercly punifhed, and the punifh
ment is determined by the chiefs. Fowls, ~which, however, are very 
fcarce, and pigs, of the Chinefe breed, which are tolerably abundant, are 
eaten roait-cd; but fi{'n they eat raw. Both men and women arc hand
fome. 

The new veiTel being finithed, and manned with ten men, Captain 
Robert fet fail for the Sandwich Wands. By his a1fertion, he difcovered; 
on his pa1fage thither, a clufter of iilands, never mentioned before by any 
other navigator, and fituated in latitude eight degrees forty minutes fauth, 
and longitude one hundred and forty degrees weir. He circumnavigated 
them without going on thore, called the ,vhole group Wathington, and 
named fame of the iilands, Adams, J efferfon, Hamilton, &c. 

Captain Ingraham, mafter of the ihip Hope, of Bofton, faw thefe 
iflands lail: year, but he merely faw them, and noted their bearings.'!' By 
Captain Robert's account, he found in one of thde iilands, called by thl' 
Indians Novheva, which he named Adams' Wand, an old man, fe\cnty
five years of age, ,\ho had been there a great many years. This old man 
was bomin Oohoona, which Captain Robert named Ma1fachufetts Iiland. 
Having coafted along the fuores of fame of them, he failed for Owhyhee, 
the largefi of the Sandwich Wands, which unfortunately derives much
celebrity from the death of Captain COOK, and where he arrin::d on the 

:? ith of 1\1arch. 

*' Captain Jofeph Tngraham, of Boiton, commander of the brir.:mtine Hupe. of Soiton; , 
difcovered thefe iflands on the I uth of April, 1791. They are kven in number, and lie 
between eight degrees three minutes, and nine degrees l\\"('llty-LJur minutes foulli 11Iti
tucie, and between one hundred and' forty degrees nineteen minutes and one hundred and 
forty-one degrees eighteen minutes weit longitude from Greem·:i,it. Before Captain 111-
graham'sdifeovery was known, Captain Jofiah Robert, of BoHon, failed for the north
Wl'i1: coait, faw the fame Wands, and gave them the names mentioned by the author. But, 
the Il'hole group is named Ingraham's Wands, in honour of their f1rft and true di!('I,I\ tIn, 
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ThL: manners in the Sandy/ieh -Wands are much the {arne as in the 
;',hrqucfa!> Wand:;. On account of the great nu~ber of fhips, which 
touch at this inane!, fowls and pigs are kept here In {uch plenty, th~t 
111ips lllay be eafily {qpplicd with them. Captain Ro~ert intended to {all 

hence for the north-weft coaft of America, and on hlS return to rendez
YOUS in this ifland, with his other veDCl. After having taken in frefh 
v.-ater, and what pwvifion he could obtain, he proceeded to the aboye 

coan. 
I\ootka Sound lies in forty-nine degrees thirty-fix minutes north lati-

-tude. The coaft, commonly defigned by this name, extends {rom forty
eight to fifty-five degrees north latitude. As foon as a ihip comes within 
fight, the Indians appear on the ihore, and, if fhe caft anchor, bring peltry 
in their canoes, which they know is the object of the voyage. The ca
noes are, on their return, accompanied by the ihip's boats, with a certain 
number of feamen and an agent, appointed by the mafter, to conclude 
the bargain with the Indians. Ships are frequently obliged to remain 
feveral months off the coail, before tLcy can obtain their full cargo. 

Captain Robert fidt dropped artdlOr in Berkeley's Sound, whither In
dians from the Straights of Fuca brought a great quantity of furs. His 
other veffcl, which drew lefs water than that on board of which he him
iel£ failed, he ordered to fail into the bays, to approach nearer to the 
-coaft, and to fend the produce of her trade to his fhip. The {mall 
Charlotte lflands, which lie but a few miles from the co aft, contribute 
aifo to this trade, which is carried on with great {afety, though very 
flowly, as the inhabitants are of a mild and honeft di{pofition. They 
are .llot yet very fond of fpirituous liquors; they prefer copper and 
iron,efpecially copper in iheets. They live by hunting and fiihing, are 
ui the fame complexion as the Indians, who inhabit the fea coaft, but 
apparently Ids hOipitable than the inhabitants of the Marquefas Wands. 

After Captain Robert had continued fix or feven months off this coaft , 
he 10:11:, in a violent gale of wind, his fecond veffel, which was lefs diftant 
froi-~l fhore than that on board of which he was, and lefs able to weather 
the tremendous {torm. Twelve men went to the bottom with the vef-

fel, 
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fe!, together with confiderable quantities of peltry and articles for ex
change, and al{o with the plans of the coaft, which Captain Robert re
lates he difcovered. 

From Owhyhee Captain Robert fet fail for Canton, where, in the man
ner peculiar to this place, but now generally known, he bartered his ottcr
frins for tea, rice, filks, indigo, and nankeens. The Chinefe merchants 
are not, by his account, remarkable for honefty, but ,-ery artful, fo that 
you may be eafily oyerreached by them, if you be not on your guard. 
The otter frins, which, off the north-weft coaft of America, you obtain 
for about fix dollars, fetch in Canton twenty dollars. But Captain Robert 
affured me, that the price encreafes on the coaft, whence they are pro
cured, and decreafes in China. Otters are found between forty and iixty 
degrees. 

The Englifh, French, and American fhips proceed no farther than 
Norfolk Sound, in fifty-five degrees north latitude; the Ruffians trade 
to the more northerly parts. After having trayerfed the Siberian dcfarts 
in numerous caravans, they ftop in Kamtfchatka, where they build fhips, 
and then fail to the Fox Wands, double Cape Proyidence, and commence 
their trade in Loak River. They treat the Indian poffeffions as Ruffian 
provinces, impofe contributions, and flog or kill the inhabitants, if their 
propofals of exchange be not immediately accepted. Their articles for 
barter are rum, copper, and tobacco; the pelL'} which they obtain, thcy 
fell to merchants of Kamtfchatka, 'who fuppl)' them with merchandize. 
They frequently return three times, to fetch peltry and import into Ruffia 
the commodities of China, with which they arriyc in caravans, after an 
ab(ence of three or [our years. 

From Canton, whe:: Captain Robert continued [rom the 25th of ~o
vember, 1794, until the l:.:th of February, 17~'5, he failed back ftraight 
to America, after ha'.ing loft fome fcamca thrcu.~·h illnefs 2.ud in
difcretion. He doubled the Cape of Good Hope, and arrived at i:dlun 

on the 28th of July, 1 ;05, without hayin,S touched at any foreign port 
fince his departure fron' Canton. However diifatisficd Captain Robert 
is with this voyage, yet he entertains, it feems, the projeCt of fcttillg out 

{oon 
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r h t" 1 f. 'i1:' t' 'He bears the chara8:er of a 10011 on anot er or t le lame r< '':: ma lOll, 

br;;n:, bold, and prudent kll11J::, and fpeaks of his voyages as a man, who 
is pcrfe81y acquainted wiL thofe which were made before his, and who 

is able to imprO\'c his own experience, as well as that of others. 

JOURNEY I~TO THE DISTRICT OF l\L\It-~E AND BACK TO 
PHILADELPHIA, 

DEPARTURE FROlI BOSTON-JOUrrXEY TO THE DISTRICT 'OF MAINE. 

On the fidl projeCt I had formed to defcend the river St. Lawrence, 
to viflt Hallifax, and to return into the United States through the difrrid: 
of Maine, I intended to vifit General Knox, who, "" ith exquifite polite
nefs, had given me in Philadelphia an invitation to that effeCt, and whofe 
manfion was fituated on my way. On my arrival I entertained the fame 
idea, although at that time the difrriCt of Maine lay rather out of my 
way; and the repeated proofs of friendfhip I received from the General 
confirmed me in my refolution. I accordingly embarked with him for 
St. George's River, whither he returned after a four months abfence. 

The houfe of the General is fituated about two hundred miles from 
Bofron, both by land and water. At this time of the year the paffage is ge
nerally made in twenty-four hours; but peculil\f circumfrances prevented 
us for three or four days from availing ourfelves of the favourable wind; 
and after thefe impediments had been removed, our captain wifhed, 'as 
{oon as poifible,to improve the firft appearance of fine weather. This 
was \ cry trifling indeed, when he fet fail, for which reafon we were fcarcdy 
able the fiill evening to clear the mouth of the harbour. On the fecond day 
we were forced by a thick fog, and ftrong indication of a :heavy ftorm, te. 
make the bay of Cape Ann. . Thefe meafures of precaution, adopted by our 
captain, of \\;hich we could not but approve, removed us forty miles out 
of the ftraight road. As foon as the fog and indication of a frorm had 
difappeared, we got again under way; but meeting with a dead calm, we 

were obliged to come once more to an anchor, within four hundred yards 
prour firft anchoring. place. The wind generally died away early in the 

mornll1g, 
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morning, as well as the afternoon, for which reafon we reached not ~k 
General's manfion till after a paffage of feventy-two hours, and after 
having failed fifteen miles up St. George's River. 

CAPE ANN, GLOUCESTER. 

The circumfiance of our being compelled to put into the bay of Cape 
Ann afforded me an opportunity of feeing the drying of cod fiili. The 
whole coafi of Matl..1.chufetts, and efpecially of the difrriet of Maine, is 
inhabited by fiiliermen, engaged in the fiilieryon the great fand-bank ; 
they bring all the fiih on iliore, where they receive the lafi dreiling. The 
fiili are wailied as {oon as they are taken out of the water, and laid firfr in 
heaps, that the water may run off. Then they remain for two or three 
days expofed to the air, after which they are placed on hurdles, abrmt 
four or five feet in breadth, three or four feet above the ground, and as 
long as the field on which they are ereeted, generally about a hundred or 
a hundred and twenty yards. The fiili are laid on thefe hurdles, firfr three 
or four, one upon another, and, after they have loft mofr of the water, every 
fifh feparatcly; they are frequently turned, that they may get thoroughly 
dry, which generally takes fi...-e or fix days; at laft they are packed in cafes, 
preiTed down, and exported either to the Wefr India Wands, or Europe. 

The befi fiili, that is, thofe which, caught in the firfr filhing months, 
are fuperiour to the refl: from their being dried more flowly, are fcnt to 
Spain. They are fold at double the price of thofe, ,\hich are caught later 
in the year, when the heat is more intenfe, and which are exported 
either to the Weft Indies .. or fome part of the continent. But from 
among the fiili of the better fort, which arc deftincd fur Spain, the beit 
are picked out for thofe inhabitants of Maifachufctt5, ,\ ho arc peculiarly 
flmd of faIt frock fifll; and there are in that county few flmilics, who 

have not, ewry Saturday. a good diih of ftock fifh on their table. As to the 
u(ual partition of the proceeds of the fif11ery, it is a~ fullows. ,-i.l. 

The ihips employed in the fifllery, \\ hich arc generally of feycnty tlln~ 
burthen, are navigated by a mafier, iCYCll fcamen, and a boy. The 
owner Ill' the lhip has a fourth of the profit; the dryer on the C' l;iit. an 

i1 H ei~hth. 
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creafed, and its quarries iliall lee wrou~ht in a due proportion, it will 
then find a Ycry ample fource of v .. calth in the exportation of its lime 

fione. 
The ycifel in which wc failed was dirty and incommodious. Like the 

refr of thi,; craft, it was fitted for the reception of goods, not f0r the ac
commodJtion of a few cafual paiTcngers. But the attentions of the
captain made en'ry thing as agreeable as pollible to us. It is to be ob
J~:n cJ, tllat th.:(t: ydIels ycry often go without a lading, and many times 
rctu:-n evel without bal1afr; a condition of the fhip, which makes pru
<knee and vigilance in the captain peculiarly neeefiary. Our food, during 
the :Olort voyage, conftited chiefly of fi:01, which we caught ourfclves. Of 
thefe there is on the coaits fuch plenty, that before your line has been 
cafr two minutes, you are fure to have a fi:01 on your hook, "which will 
weigh, at the leafr, two pounds, often not lefs than twelve pounds. They 
are of the fpecies of the cod fiili and the halibut; the cod fifh are 
larger, and worfe in their flavour than thofe of many other places. On 
thefe coaits, efpecially at the mouth of the river, lie a number of iilets. 
At the mouth of St. George's River there appears a multitude of thefe of 
almoit every diverftty of ftze and figure: feareelyone of them is under 
cultivation. Mofr of them belong to the itate. Thefe coaits are all, 
more or Ids, inhabited. The tide is faid to flow up St. George's River, 

for the fpace of two and twenty miles. To the diitance of fifteen miles 
from its mouth, the channel of the river is three quarters of a mile broad. 
It there empties itfelf into a bay of nearly the fame breadth; after which 
it is fuddenly <i:ontraCled into a bed fcarcely thirty fathoms from one fide 
to the other. 

THOMAS TOWN.-GENERAL KNOX AND HIS FAMILY. 

At the extremity of this wide bay frands the houfe of General Knox, 
From its front there is a truly interefring profpeCl of the river, for an ex
t~nt o~ nine miles. The houfe is agreeably fituated on a declivity, which 
n(es wlth a gentle elevation from the river-fule. Almofr all the adjacent 

land~ 
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tands haye been, for a longer or a fhorter time, under cultivation. The 
natural fertility of the fr.'il has been confiderably improved, and it affords 
pafrure to numerous herds of black cattle and Bock,; of fhccp. The 
dwdling-houfcs around are frequent; and out of a hundred that may 
bc fcen at the Gcncral's rcfidencc, there arc hardly half a dozen lo~~
houfes. The General's hou{c j" a hand{ome, l;1!ll,~h not a magnificent 
firucture; neatly, if not lumptuoufly furnifhed; fuffieicntly fpacious and 
convenient for the accommodation of a numerous family, with additional 
lodging for the occafional rcc~'Ftion of fc\-cn or eight friends, or even 
more; who, ho\veyer uncxpeded their coming, .... "ould not fail to find 
themfe1vcs as comfortably entertained as they could defire. 

The General polfdfes, in right of his wife, a very extenfiye landed e1tate, 
which·is known by the name of the V'laldo Patent. The right of the pro
perty of this eft:ate is derived either from a treaty with th~ Indians, which 
was made towards the end of the laft: century by the family of Waldo, from 
whom Mrs. Knox is a defcendent; or from a fllbfequent agreement be
tween the Indians and the fame family of Waldo. This agreement was 
at that time ratified by the King of England, then fovereign of this part 
of America; and, fince the revolution, it has been declared valid by the 
fiate of Malfachufetts. The General has acquired likewife a large eft:ate 
by purchafe, which lies contiguous to the fonner. He enjoys both thefe 
eftates, therefore, under every right of tenure by which property, can be 
rendered unqueft:ionably fecure. Of this great eft:ate, a thoufand acres 
have been inherited from the Waldoes, the ancefrors of :Mrs. Knox; a fa· 
mily, of which the male line is now extinct: the reft: is the acquifition 
of her hufband, the General. But, befides this, a number of families 
have, at different times, eft:ablifhed themfeh-es on Waldo's Patent, with

out any authority, fave that they met with no oppofition in the attempt, 
at a time when the tract which remained undivided, was not kept under the 
.particular infpection of any perfon, who might have protected the rights 
of the original proprietors. Moft: of thefe encroachers have fettled near 
the coafi. The advantage of a rich fiilicry nrft drew them hither, and 

\y:" 
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was long their only fcmrce of emolument. B;' degrees they cul~iv~ted 
rome flJots of crround beftde their huts. Thl: foil \\;1S found to be fertile; ;::, , 
and it afforded them an abundant increafe. To the firfi ftmple huts {uc-

ceeded houfes of firmer firu8:ure, and a better appearance; the whole ex

tent ot' the ci1:ate of \Valdo's. Patent, along the fea-coafi and the fhore of 
St. George's River, and for about half a mile inland, i,,; now almofi en
tirely occupied, and under culti,'ation. The richefi part of this territory 
i~ in the pof1ellion of pedons who haye no jui1: right to it. The value of 
the productions of the foil, and the advantages of a fttuation fo contigu
ous to the riycr and the {ea-coaft, make their lot extremely deftrable. 

The General's right to difpof1ef" thefe intruders is unqud1:ionable. But, 
this ri;ht is eafter to be proved than to be made ctfcdi,"e; for there arc 

p("rh~lp' a thoufand families who, if it were to be carried into force, would 

be fhipped of their pof1ef11ons. Moi1: of them arc well aware, that they 
came hither, and formed their (ettlements, without having acquired any 

pre,"ious right to the lands which they chofe to occupy. They knew 
not then, indeed, that tho{e lands belonged to General Knox or to the 

Waldo family; but fuppofed thi~ to be an uninhabited territory, formerly 
Df the Crown of End:md, and fince, of the State of l\IaiElchufetts. The 

example of j() many others, who had no more right than themfdves, en

couraged, and feemed to autLuriL them to fettle at their pleafure. In j~) 

doing, they intended no incwachment upon the property of the General; 
and, fince the commencement of their reftdence here, they have· im

proved LLcir ground by their care and labour, and ha,·e actually befiovved 

tl11' hetter part 0f that wl!ich conftitutes its prdcnt Ya1ue, I<,r the lands 

a'jacent are by no means of equal fertility. Thefe confiderations cannot, 

indc~d" iIWC[C
1 
t!lem ~~ith a clear ti~lc to their p(lf1effions, yet [~:n: them, 

certamlY, a C~llm to mdulgence. A great prorr,c:~nr, who fhould pre
tend t" O\Trl, )I)k thefe faCts, would defervedh incur the blame of bafe 
and difuonefi fclfi1hne[s. He might cxpofe hi~{elf, even while 1uccds.:. 

ful, in Y.indicatin.:! his rights before a court ofjufhce, to the general refcnt
mcnt ()t the \\ ht:k country. And by his {ucce[s .. e,~en his own pe,::ulliarv . . 

intcrcfis 
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interefts might be injured in confequence of the confullon, the . ;:~~.:l, .~ .. 

the difperfion, and the clamours, which would, in fuch <r country as this, 
en[ue. 

Of the importance of thefe confiderations General Knox is fully fenll
ble; and he has been guided by them in his conduct towards this numer
ous cla[s of perfons ufurping the poifeffion of his eitates. Kone of them 
denies his title. Some are willing, on this account, to fell him n part cf 
their plantations, at a very low price; Gnd with them he comes to an 
cafy compromife. Others willi to acquire a legal right to their poficf
llOns; and with them he agrees, that, for the payment of a fmull fum, 
they lliall remain proprietors, each of a hundred acres of land, \"'~liC'h is 
reckoned, in the State of Maffachufetts, to be a farm fufficient for the 
fupport of a funily. Thus complying with circumfiances, he is careful 
neither to attack the intere11:s of particular individuals, nor to fet him
felf in oppofition to the prejudices of the country; and the fagacity of his 
management cannot fail to be, in the end, produetive of the moil: adnn4 

tageous confequences.· 
In this territory, it feems to me, that no perfon can fail to thrive, who 

poficiTes fo eminently, the qualities of intelligence, prudence, and aetivity, 
together with a fufficient capital, to layout in improvements. 

Thefe neceffary fubdivifions of his efrate can only ferye to make it all 
one fcene of profperous hufbandry and abundant population, fooner t:1an 
the worthy owner could otherwife have expeCted. So much do 1 know 
of his character and talents, and fo freely did he explain his plans to me, 
that I cannot but hope as warmly, as I fincerely wifh, the happiefr 
confequences to his affairs and to the cou<ltry, to rdllit ii·om them both. 
At the fame time, it feems to be indifpcnfibly requifite to their fuccefs, 
that they be pro{ecutcd with unwe:tried and unalterable pel-{everancc. 
At the diftance of Philadelphia, and amidfi other bUllnefs, it will be im
pollible to give the due attention to their advancement. A refidcnce on 
the fpot is abfolutely neceffary. But, with this, attention and activity 
cannot fail to furmount every obftacle; and the happiefr event muil: in
fallibly cnfue. General Knox is fully fenfible of all this; and has, there", 

fore 
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fore, retired from that public bufinefs, in which he was engaged, for 
five and twenty -years of his life, with great honour to himfelf, and to 
which he generoufiy facrificed a part of his fortune. He has even refolved 
to decline attending the winter-meetings of the legifiature of the State of 
Ma:ffachufctts. Thus, from a {uccefsful career in political life, he turn~ 
him (elf to augment and improve a fair efiate, in confequence of which 
he may probably leave immen(e wealth to his family. Can a man know 
a pafi life of more agreeable retrofpect, in connexion with future pro{

peets morc fair and promifing ? 

A MORE PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF THE 

DISTRICT OF MAINE. 

At prcfent, the trade of St. George's River is neither remarkably brifk, 
nor Ycry gainful; and a dozen petty merchants refident in W urren, 
Thomafiown, and Waldoborough, are proprietors of almofi all the fhip
pmg. The captain of a filip has, commonly, a fhare in the property of 
her. The merchants have ihops; and exchange their goods, with great 
adYantage, for prm-iiion, with which they are fupplied by the country
peopk, and wood for exportation. v, ith "hich they freight their veiTels. 
But, though the neceilities of the people, and the advantage with which 
thefe merchants can difpofc of their goods, might encourage them to a 
more extenfiye trade in wood, they rarely procure more of it, in {pring, 
than will ferye their domefi:ic purpofes, and lade a iingle yeifel. They 
{carcely ncr freight any number of "dIels with this commodity. Their 
profits arife chiefly from the retail fale of their goods, and from the 
freight which they fometimes receiyc, in coniequence of hu-\ing a fhare 
in a filip. 

The rdl: of the trade is carried on by the {mall land-holders and the 
fhip-captains. E\uy colonifi fells, in winter, a certain quantity of 
trees, which he either chops up into billets, or carries to the faw-mill. 

Thefe .products of the country he delivers to the captain. to carry them 
to Botton, and fell them there on his account; if want of money do 

not 
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n~t oblige him to difpofe of them to the merchants on the fpot. The 

freight of the timber, and of thofe other products which the country 
adjacent to St. George's River affords for exportation, is more or Ids, 
a;ccording to the nature of the different articles. It is, however, no 

unu(ual thing for the perfons fhipping cargoes, to u;rce, that the cap

tainsihall receive, as freight, a fourth part of the price, which the com
modities fhall fetch in the market. This the captain di,ides with his 
owners; ref erving to him(elf one-half. Out of this he fupports and 

pays the fhip's crew, for the voyage. The owner of the cargo is to re
ceiye three-fourths out of its whole proceeds. It often happens, that: 
the clear profit out of thefe three-fourths is not equal to that one-fourth 
which was paid for the freight. The prime coit of a carg:o, for infrancc, 
fhall be a hundred dollars; it fhall be fold in Bofron for a hundred 
and eighty dollars: out of this fum, forty-fivc dollars go to pay the 

freight; and the clear gain to the exporter, after the yalue of the goods 
is deducted, will, then, be no more than thirty-five dollars. It i~, in
deed, true, that the proprietors of thefe fmall cargoes fupply their timber 
out of their. own woods; convey it to the fhore upon their own fledges, 
drawn by their own oxen, at a time when they are not nccd1arily em
ployed in other \ynrk; and reckon nothing for their 0\"11 hhour, by 
all which their fmall profits are iornewhat enhanccd. It is likev,ife ~ru('J 

that, as the felling and removing of the trees clear.; the ,;round for agri
culture, however little the timber may bring, its exportation is frill to be 
regarded as confiderably alh-antagcous. 

Whcn the proprietor of the cargo is, at the fame time, O'\vner of the 
vdTe!, he then allows the captain one-half of the clear profit, (l\'("f and 

abO\e the prime cofr of the commodity. But, of thi:3. I bclie>'c, there is 
no infrance in St. George's RiYcr. In that cafe, wL,~~her the goods be 
the produce of the exporter's own lands, or b~ purchafed by him for cx

poruti()ll. he fixes a certain medium price, which rnufr firfr be deducted 

bci:Jre thc captain can corne inial' his J:nrc. When the prime cuft of a 

('ar;~') i.e four hundred dollars, and it i, 1l)1<1 ,[gain fur fix hundred, the cap
tain th':n rfl'('i;lS ('11': hundred dollar:,-, and the merchant and owner of 

3 I the 
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the velfel another hundred. Trifling as thefe accounts m:ly appear, am 
they are by no means indifferent with refpeCl to our knowledge of a 
country fo new as this, and fo highly calculated to excite our intere11: in 
what concern" it. But, the trade from St. George's River, as I have al
fC:lUY mentionl'll, is not by any means britk. The thips, which might 
take in a lading in the fpace of two or three days, often confume as many 
weeks in an idle delay, and are, even then, not fully laden. 

The cau(es of this flacknefs of bufinefs are; 1. The want of creek3. 
fuflicielltly deep to admit the timber to be conveyed down them for ex
portation, after the lands more contiguous to St. George's River have 
been cleared of woods; 2. The fcarcity of good faw-mills, which is in
deed a natural confequence of the former difadvantage; 3. The want 
of fufficient capitals in the hands of their merchants, which being em
ployed with intelligence and activity, might conquer any phyfical diffi
culties, or might, at leaft, partially remove whatever is now very un
f.:1.vourable. 

General Knox has projeCled a canal to improve the navigation of 
St. George's River, which, by avoiding many rapids, will render the river 
navigable for ferenty or eighty miles further up than vdfels at prefent 
go. A great quantity of wood. that cannot now be brought to be thip
ped, would, then, be eafily within the reach of water-carriage. The canal 
is indeed already begun. At the rapids, which it will leave free from na
vigation, a number of raw-mills may be ereCled .. Thde Mr. POPE, the 
ablett civil-engineer in all America, has engaged to form, and which, of 
confequence, will be conftruCled in the utmott perfection. Perhaps this 
canal, when cut, may open a communication with other {hearns, by 
which means navigation thall be facilitated, agriculture improved, and 
traffic enriched and enlivened. A magazine of wood, of all forts, might 
then be JOrmed, to lade the fllips whenever they fhould arrive in the river~ 
and to meet all the demands and fpeculations of the merchants. At pre
fcnt there is not a fingle trader in the country, who could fupply a cargo 
of wood for a vdld of ninety tons burthen, in the fpace of Ids than two. 
months. 

Ship-
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Ship-building is, in this river, no unpromifing branch of trade. Oak
trees are fo abundant in the neighbourhood, that thefe may long fupply 
fufficient materials, without there being any necefiity for having recourfc 
to the morc inacceffible interior parts. The common price for ihip
building, in St. George's River, is ten pounds, or thirt~-i:hree dollars and 
two ihillings a ton; all things being, for this money, fupplicd, and the 
veifels are fold at Bofron, at the rate of twel \c or thirteen pounds, or 
from forty to forty-three dollars, a ton. To the number of five or fix 
veifels a year arc built in St. George's River. Ship.c, of any number of 
tons burthen, can come as far up as the houfe of General Knox; but 
to Warren, the limit of the influx of the tide into the river, only veifel,; 
of eighty tons burthen can afcend. 

Agriculture is, throughout this territory, but in a poor fr:lte, althou gh 
the land is every where fufficiently fertile. The people fow but little 
wheat, from a perfuafion, that the climate is too cold f()r it, fearcely 
any Indian corn, and, on the whole, but little oats. The ground lies 
momy in grafs and aftords excellent hay, among which is a ,viid clo
ver, which grows thick, and is of a plcafant fragrance. Befidcs thofe 
things which are adverfe to the improvement of American huiliandry in 
general, the agriculture of thi, region lies under the tollowing diiadvan
tages peculiar to itfelf: 1. The fuccefs of thefijhery, which aftords abun
dant means of fimple fubfifrencc to thofc who chooie to depend upon it. 
2, The fcope for employment in 'wood-cutting, which yields fmall but 
certain daily wages, and draws men from the plough, of which the profits 
return more flmyly, and with lefs certainty. 3. The bufincf~ of lim£'
burnil1g aftords certaIn, and not inconfiderable wages, and thus allures 

many of the people from the tillage of the lands, prematurely cxhaufis 
t;l':;r ftrcngth, enhances their neceffitics, and leads them into the fatal 

habit of intoxicatin~ themfelycs with frrong liquors. Experience cyinces, 
that tilde three clalles of people are the F'):)rdr, the mofr pro;~i:!Zltc, and 
confequcntly not the happiefr. The difcriC1: (If :'Il:line mig;ht produce, 
any "here, corn c(lnal to that of tIle lanel, round Kingfron in rpper. 
Canada, where the C,i) is not better, and which lies under the ditlclvan-

3 I :.! ta~:(~ 



TRAYELS J:-;' ~ORTH Ay.F.r:rCA, 

t-,'''''' I,i a more northern _.l:matc. The t,;,Cts of mcd'Jlv arc o:tcn

five and hcn1t:tul; 1n COGiCqUl'll''C (,f \'.Lldl Yail: herds of cattle may be 

kept in ~'IC country: a~ the cat+: nwft be houicd hr fix months in the 
rea ;-, great quantitie-: ef llun:;. arc acc1,;i:l,lated; and the river affords 

JI() ~l- rich awl fertilizing flime, v.hich might be fuccdsflllly employed as 
manure. AU thdc advantages tend to enc',mr.::.~,:e a~-,(;cultural improve
meat', :mtl tu l't'LlI:Cl' their juccd; cert:\ln. Bllt the prefent practices 
muft II fit be ~ 1)~t;1 \. Ild; the predominant prejudices mua firil be re
JJIlquifhcd; a'lll, ,,',,Lit is the harddl taik of all, the peopIi? muil bc roufed 

from t 11c;r llc~li~c'ncc. I was afiured, that the people \";ho E,'e at the 
diHauCt; of {1 ttC::\ or tWCl!t? miles inland, arc better huibandmen, and 
raife large quantities (if corn. I readily believe the fact. Fifhing, the
burning (,( lime, and the felling of \Yuod, are a fort of employment Ycry 
profitable to grcac companies, and to the pofidrJrs of large capitals. And 

provided there people may have their ~a!ns, they little care, ,vhe,ther
men's mora13 be il~ured, and the general improvement of the country re

tarded, by the puriuits which they encourage. 
A pair of oxen coil here fixty dollars; a cow, eighteen or twenty dol

lars. Although no pains are taken to improve the breed of the cattle,. 

they are, in general, good. Land may be purchafed very cheap, efpe
cially from thofe who apply themfelves to the fiihery; for thefe people 
are often in d1ficlilties. Wheat coits fCYCll ihillings a buihel, and almoft 
all that is here confumed, is brought from New York or Philadelphia_ 
Indian corn is equally dear; rye cofts a rlollar, or fix ihillings a buthel, if 
bought on the fpot; the price of oats is two fhillings and five-pence a

buihel; that of barley fix ihillings; a ton of hay may be bought for nine 
dollars. Labourers are not eafily procured here; but they may be hired 

from tLe em'irons of BoHon. Their wages, for the winter months, are' 
lcven dollars a month; for the fummer-months, ten dollars a month 0 

All the milch-c{Jws here are of the beil fort. 

The mercury in the thermometer has not, in the courfe of the prefent 
year, Tifen above feventy-two degrees of Fahrenheit, or feventeen one

fourth of Reallmur, in the vicinity of St. George's River. Its ordinary 

variations. 
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variations have been from fifty to fifty-fiye of Fahrenheit, or from ci~;: t t.) 

ten and half of Reaumur. Thcre has been much cold and rainy \ .. c~,thv. 

]OL'RNS¥ TO AND Fj~O:",I TIrE RIVER OF PEi\'OBSCOT. 

As General l~n()':' s bufinefs callcd him to a ditlerent part of his eftates, 

I took the CF;)' Irtlmity of accompanyill~ him, in order to acquire a far
ther knmdedc-c (,f the country. ~;V c tra,"dld o.1one.:: tLe l1:nrl" of the ba '" ___ ) 01 <.. .; 

of Penobfcot. This bay and the riYcr of th-: flIl1e nam' an: thc cx
treme limits of the trading manufactories of the diftrid of 1".: ail:e; the 

:thore of thc bay, along the weft coaft, and that of the riYer for twenty 
miles, bound the territory of"'.\"aldo-patent. Almoft all this tract: of the 
fuore is inhabited hy per{ons, v, ho haye occupied their bnds ·without 

any jufr title; 10 that the true proprietors are excludcd ii-om their own 
lands, by the uflupation of the1c unanthorifed fcttlers. \Vood-cutting 
is the :eTcat empL,:,-mmt of the people who dwell along the coafr; it is 

almoft their fole employment. Thc wood ~ro\\ing contiguous to this 
bay is of excellent quality, and finds thcrefore a certain and rcally [lIe. 
A hundred acres of land will, by the {ale of the ·wood, arlord {uftenanee 
to a family for a number of years. In thofe diftricrs through which I 
have travelled during the laft five m(lllth~, the wood is cut duwn for th~ 
purpofe of clearing the ground; and no fooner i, the fmall wood burnt or 
removed, than the field is fenced in, and fawn with grain. Here, on the 

contrary, the wood is fuffered to {pring up anew, after the old trees arc 
felled; the turf is coyered \\ith a native elm-cr, which grows ycry luxuri
antly among the roots of the trees that naye been cut down, and the 

{lnall wood that lies fcattered around. This elm"er aftords forage for 

ilie"ep and black cattle, which the owner of the ground turns out to !.tral:C 

upon it. A flight fence enclofes his garden, the little potatoe i2T"und 

within which his houle frands. There is no ut11'.?r fort of endollJrc ;n ufe 

amGng thefe people. Upon all there lands in general, there has been" l·;Y 

little labour of cultintion employed; but the foil is almot1 e\cry \';h::re 

fertile, and better in quality than that in the yicinity of St. George's River. 

It is {uch, that there illegal occupiers, after cutting dow,} the fiG~'11 Le,,;: 

on 
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on onc piece of ground adjacent to the fhore, frequently difpcrfe of this 

fidl ft:ttlemcnt: and rCl110yin;2: to another, ·which they occupy without 

purchafc, clear it in the {arne ~1anner, by cutting down and felling off its 

\\ Dod. Purchafers gi\·c no great price for thefe lands, knowing, that the 

title to the poficffion of them is not valid, unlefs it fhall be confirmed by 

General Knox. They buy the lands at lefs than the fair value, from thofe 

illegal occupiers who arc willing to relinquiih them, expecting to fell them 
a;..::ain \\ ith :1(h-antagc, after making fome fuitable arrangement with the 

General; and, in this npcctatilJn, they are rarely difappointed. 

The ,ic" uf thc bay of Pcnobfcot ;5 one of the moil agreeable pro-

1pcds that the eye can Cil_~(J:-. The bay is very extenfiYe, and is inter

iperfcd "ith numberlefs il1cts of yarious magnitudes, moil of which are 

inhabited. It is but fcldom that any coniiderable number of yeifels is to 

be :teen in this bay. 

Camden was the firil i1:a~c at which we halted. By the Indians, and 
often c\-en by its prdent inhabitants, this placc is named Myganticock. 
'Squire GLA VERY, at whofe houfe ·we flopped, is one of thofe illegal po(

fdlors of lands, whom in ilri<..9: jui1:ice General Knox might difpoflefs. 
But yarious eircl!; ;:iblll'CS CCJl1cur to induce the General to confirm his 

right, and grant Lim a title :0 hi, poifefiion, upon the payment of a fhil
lillg an acrc. He li\cs near a finall creek, at the mouth of a little river. 

He occupies L,.th iidc of this lin~r, and has erecred two mills upon it. 

By th(c he f;':':ts a great deal of money; th01.1~h the whole ef1:ablifh
ml'l1ts (If his ldlnefs L:nd upon ground, which he well knows do not 

t-fl';' '~1~ to hin'lil-lf. He is now building a fchooner of a hundred and 

c\\Cllt.\ tons hHt~,C'n, which C(ll:.~ him at thc rate of thirty dl)lIars a ton. 

H.: ;,~(+-;, liL:':'.'.llc, u ily,p; and i,~ the only pcrLll1 in thde parts that 

~·~lrrics on ;111:, c 'l'.~~dnaL;,_· trade; though even \\hc:t he Goes, in this \\:lY, 

j" f)~· t:;c-l;n:l(~:.t. :)\~t trifling. Cc:.mden ri':<-T i,:, with difficl1ltr, na,:i

.l.!::lL:, 1)) ." '}~_1.-, j;;1' the li)ace of three miles, ±rom its mouth up ~') a eer

t li:l 1'" .1 or c,tLluhlil\~;ry depth, in its channd. For a fmall expenee, 
<- i l' ~,... I .... • l ' 1 '~' l' .. . 1 b .. 
:_.:c· ,_,1,::CU!L;C~ "\,llC1 ul:.'.tr:1C Its nangatlOll mIglt e remoyed, and it 

m!:::;~~ ;'K r:':ilb·cd ;~,:\ ig/)k for the ipaee of a mile higher up than the 

pool; 
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pool; though it is not there of fuch width as to admit of any great ad
vantages being derived from its n~n-igation. It is, howe'. er, probable, 
that, when this country thall be in a better frate of population, \\ h<lt . 
is now regarded as impoffible, will appear to b::: void of difficulty; and 
when the river ihall be rendered navigable for a greater difiance up its 
frream, the improvement cannot fail to be in various rdpects highly be~ 
neficial to the adjacent inhabitants. 

From Camden, we proceeded to the next fiage at Ducktrap-creek, and 
there halted. Captain AL:\IA, \, ho poifeifes both fides of the river, fettled 
here about feven or eight years ago, with the General's permiffion. His 
brother and himfelfhad fen"ed as officers in the army, without acquiring 
any provifion for themfe1ves, fa\-e the hope of obtaining a fettlement up
on fome unappropriated lands. They are, at prefent, merchants, owners 
of lands which they have bought, proprietors of vdrels, mafiers, in ihort, 
of a good fortune, which, in the progrefs of lif;~ and bufinef5, they will,. 
doubtlefs, confiderably augment. The intelligence and activity of thefe 
two brothers, have not yet been directed to the improyemcnt of their 
efrates. Thefe, like almofi all the other lands upon the bay, lie entirely 
without cultiyation. The natural grafs affords fufficient hay for winter
forage to the few cattle which they maintain. They liYe in different 
houfes, but are, in every undertaking, equally interefted. Captain Alma~ 
whom we faw, refides confiantly in America, and manages an their joint 
concerns in this place. His brother undertakes voyages in a ,-eifel belong
ing to them, to England, to the W cfi-Indies, and in the coafiing trade. 
He went lately with a cargo of wood to Liverpool. Its prime coit was 
fix hundred dollars; and the price for which it may be fold at LiYerpool, 
may amount to :fix thoufand four hundred dollars. Befide this foreigl1: 
trade, which the brothers Alma prefer to the coafiing-tradc, tbey are alfo 

engaged in the fifhery, they build ihips, and they fpeculate in land
jobbing. They introduce as many new fettlers as pofilble into the dif
tria of Maine; and this they can do with the. greater advantage, as 
they frand very high in favour with General Knox, the on1y legal owne-r 
of aU this territory. 1 obtained the following particulars of information 

from 
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from Captain :\lma, and another inhabitant of this diihiCl:. 1. The price 

of fhip-building for veffcls of a larger fize, at Ducktrap, is forty dollars a 
ton burthen for yeiTels cxcecdincr two hundred tons; and from twenty 

b 

trl thirty dollars a ;_Ull, for {ueh as are of {maller fize. 2. The wages to 
the mailer-carpenter, are a dollar and a half a day; to the others, only 
one dollar; and they are all (upplied with yiCl:uals, at a 1~_'parate expence 
to their employer. 3. The fifhery on the cnail is carried on by almofr 
all th::: merchants on the ba)', with vei1cls of fifteen or twenty tons 
burthen. The captain has from the owners of the veHd, lines, ropes, 

provifion, coffee, and receiYes one-half of the profits of the fiihery. The 
fi111 are dried on the Fox-lilands, at the mouth of the bay of Penohfcot. 
A llxtemth part goes tf) tLc people who have the charge of this part of 
the bufinds. The fiihing will yidd, in a {umPler, fixty dollars of profit 
to the fhip-owner. His vei1eI cofts one hundred and fifty dellars. This 
fifhery i~ altogether tliftind from that of falmon, of which a great num
ber frequent the bay in the beginning of the {ummer. Almofl: 2-11 of the 
fi:ock-fiih is purchafed by the planters in the back-{ettlemcnts, at the rate 
of fiye dollars a barrel; the remainder being exported to the \Vefr-Indies. 
Foreign trade is reckoned t(.' be tv,,-ice as profitable as the coafring-trade. 

ii. The price of wood of all forts is nearly the fame as in St. George's 
Ri,-er: the only difference of price arifCs from there being a greater or a 
{maller quantity ready for exportation, at any particular time, in either of 
the two places. 

In building \effcls, they make the beams, ,vhich {upport the deck, from 

the trunk of the fpruce-fir; taking care that thefe, and i~)me other parts 
\\ h:eh are framcd of-this timber, haye a {ufficient thielmcfs of V (jud, 
and be {ufficicllth rivctted to!!~,thcr. The reft of the yei\.J I' ~ m"u- . ,t~ 

.! L} - U .lu.... 'J 

oak ILmks, procured from a different part of the Cf)Ul1tr',-. It is but 

ab.mt three years fll1ce the 1pruce-iir wa.s firfr ufc din buildin:: :Chips in this 
b:1)'. The fhip-buiL~cr: affirm, that it is an inproyement t~ th~ niltb; 

b,~t I ~m inc,lincd :() think, th2.t the \vant of oak, or rather a {carcity of 
tlllS hlgh-pn'_'c'd timber, has been the chief eaufe of this in'1uyat;,:.'n. 

They hnc a1rure us, that the timber of the fpruce-fir, when u{ed in tjlis 
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way, is found to be very thong and lafting; and confiderin~ h,)'y little 
profit is, at prefent, to be derived from building with fo npeniive a tim
ber as oak, the greatd1: advantages may refult from employing i!l fhip
building a fpecies of trees, which have been hitherto left to rot wp;

leCl:ed upon the ground, As a proof of the ntllc:~ of fpfl,yc-fir [or fhip
building, they farther mentioned to us, that fome of thefe trees, which 
had been felled ten years ago, and had been expoicd ever bnce that time 
to the fun and weather, were found at this time to be as frd1l and found, 
as if they had been but newly cut down. 

The planks of the body of the fhip, to the water's edge, are often 
made, inftead of oak, rather of beech-wood, or of the wood of the black 
birch, which is reckoned equally hard and good. The keel is of the 
wood of the beech, of the fugar-maple. or of another fpecies that is known 
by the name of the rock-maple. With thefe forts of wood, there is not 
ahove a fifth part of the whole fhip made of oak, in order that the expence 
may be as moderate as poffible. When I {peak of oak, I mean thel grey oak ; 
the red oak is not much ei1:cemed for filip-building; and the v.'bite, the bci1: 
of all, does not grow here. The fhip-builders maintain, that the faccbarine 
particles of the beech, the black birch or the maple, arc very ferviceable 
for the prefervation of iron, wh ich the faline particles of the oak are apt to 
con{ume. And inftead of ufing tallow for thofe purpofes in ihip. build
ing to which it has been ufu:tlly applied, all the fhip-carpenters in 
America, now rather make ufe of train-oil, very plentifully laid on. 
But this oil is a product of the fifhcry, and is, befides, one-fifth 
cheaper than fait; fo that it may be doubted, whether the true rea{on be 
not rather its cheapnefs, than any fuperior fitne{s in the oil, which makes 
It to be preferred for there ufes. By thefe means, however, the expence 
of fhip-building has been reduced, within the laft three or four years, to 
half of what it formerly was, to the great emolument of thofe perfoI1!l 
who purfue this branch of manufacture. Yet, is t!;is manufacture not car
ried on in all the extent which it mi~ht very well attain. The only caufe 
of this is the prefent poverty of the inhabitants of there parts. When 

3 K th~ 
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this is confidered, it muft rather appear furprifing, that there fbould have 

been 10 much already donc in it. 
A little rin?!, which is naYi~:lbk by (mall "drcls, for a mile upwards 

from its mouth, empties itfclf into thC:creek ofDuektrap, and there drives 
a fc'lw-mill of modcnte fize, the property of Nleffrs. Alma. I \\''1S not a 
little· furprifcd to iee men 1il'.ving great blocks of timber, clofe by this 
mill' but fuch is the practice throui!hout America; and it is owing to , , t...) 

the prefent impcrfection of the faw-mills. Two or three other mer
chants, bdide Mdrrs. Alma, arc alfo engaged in the coail:ing trade; but 
thc trunfacrions of thnfe others, is comparati vely inconfiderable. 

Draught-oxen coft, here, feventy dollars a pair; a cow, twenty-eight 
dollars; a fheep, ten or twelve fhillings. Thcy are purchafed from the 
planter~, whofc neceffities oblige them to fell. The breed of the cattle 
is tolerably gonci. Sheep are bought at a very low price, from the ifland 
of Marthawine, on the coaft of Maffachufctts; and thefe fheep, though 
of fmall fiLe, arc found to afford a very good breed, after they have had 
a year's keeping in the diftrict. of Maine. 

After a poor fuppcr, and an indifferent night's lodging with Captain 
Alma, who, howe vcr opulent, continues to li,"c in a miferable log
hou1e, without fuitable fupplies of bread, rum, {ugar, or even flefh; we 

renewed our journey along a very bad road, which, however, was ,not 
quite fo bad as the roads of the diftriCl.: of Gene:LTee. We {oon reached 
Littlc-riyer, another fmall {heam running into Pcnobfcot, which is not 
more nayigable than that of Ducktrap, but, like it, drives a fmall faw
mill. A few folitaries dwell about this bay, almoft everyone of whom 
i~ owner of a fmall fifhing boat, which is navigated, in the fifhing, chiefly 
by himiclf or his children. Their land lics, likc' that of all their neigh
t>. 'ur,. totally uncultiyated. The whole fhore is occupied by fuch fmall 
:i "1ermen, who are miferably lodgcd, miferably clothed, and miferably fed . 
. . The townfllip of Belfaft, adjoining that of Littlc-river, is better fet
t~,i. than that through which we lail: pa:LTed. The houfes are better, 
,lL,l :-Ire (","en in {orne inftanccs, painted: the lands have been brought 

into 
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into a better condition. This territory \ya~ ft)ld thirty years ag"_ by -;::he 
family of WALDO; and its prefent il:ate of fuperior irtlpro'-~'m'- ,it fccms 
to evince, that the uncertainty of the pofieffion of thoie Vi h(, have fettled 
in other tOW!,i1.1:P5, muil: be the chief reafon that occafions them to leave 
their lands fo deil:itute of culture. A river, that is at the mouth about a 
mile broad, but navigable for only three miles upwards, here falls into a 
creek, much larger than anyone that we had hitherto feen. We were 
to pafs this river at a place where the accefs is extreme]y difficult. The 
ferry-boat is very fmall, and, for hodes, very inconvenient. \V c were 
waiting for it a \\hole hour, and thought ourfclves fortunate in reaching 
the oppofite bank, when the \\'ind became boiil:erous, the tide roft: higher 
in the riYer, and our horfes were growing very unruly. The General's 
negro conducted over two of the horfes, fwimming. Confiderable 
mountains rife immediately adjacent to the bank of the river. Thefe 
mountains were the higheil: I had yet feen in this tratt of the country. 
The ground interjacent between them and the river's edge is cleared; 
not a il:ump remained, and trees lay fcattered on the furface. I thought 
the meadows to be the beil: I had feen, for a long while. In this town
fhip of Belt~dt is a church, the only one in all the Waldo-patent. The 
roads become here:: better, both bccaufe the foil is firmer, and becaufc 
they arc more careful! y repaired here, than elfewhere. 

It is remarkable, that throughout almoil: all the diil:rict of Maine, 
the rivers and creeks flow with a il:raight courfe into the fea, with a 
longer or fhorter length of progrefs, in which they are, in few infiances, 
augmented by any auxiliary il:reams. The only exceptions from this ge
neral character are, as f~lr as I know, the rivers of Kennebec, Pcnobfcot, 
and Union: there are, I think, no other. 

We il:opped, at night, at the houfc of a perfon of the name of N 1-

CHOLSON, a farmer and landholder of fome eminence. He has lived for 
thefe four and thirty years in Profpe 8: , a townfhip which lies along the 
coa!t, and is contiguous to Belfa!t. He pofidTes nearly eighty acres of 

land, that has been cleared, and five of there m a !tate of good culti va-
tion. 
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tion. Thefe arc partly in tillage, and partly in the fiate of meadows. 
He, this \\-int':;(, fclled Inc hundred and fifty co,.ds of wo:)d, and between 
one and two hundred brgt.: trees; his fons GU(~:lt cod-fiih and falmon 
to the quantity of about one hundred barrels; his daughters fpun the 
wool of the fileep, and made clothes for the whole family; they make 
fhoes likewife of the hides of the cattle l1aughtered for fale, for all who 
bclono- to the houfe. He i~ content with hi,; lot, and is full of the 01'-o 

dinary prejudices of all the old, ignorant hufbandmen of the diftritt of 
Maine. But this is the 'worfi that can be faid of him. He thinks it im
poffible, that wheat fhould grov: in his neighbourhood, and believes that 
even barley and rye will, at the befi, grow but indifferently. He accord
ingly, fows as much rye and Indian corn as is requifite for the ufe of his 
houfehold. Of this they make a fort of foft bread, which is the ordi
nary food of the people in this neighbourhood, but which, in other places, 
would be given to the dogs. Upon all that coniiderable extent of land, 
which he has cleared of wood, he keeps only twenty head of black cattle, 
including COli,-S, cah"cs, and bullocks; and from twenty to five and 
twenty fhcep. One of his fine acres of meadow yields annually iixty 
hundred-\yeight of hay, which is rich with a mixture of natural clover, 
and is more than he needs for the ufe of his cattle, which for more than 
fix months in tne year mufi be kept in fialls in the houfe. He plants 
an acre annually with potatoes; the produce is often four hundred bufhels, 
and e,en in Ids plentiful years at leaft two hundred and fifty bufheIs. 
Potatoes find a react} fale throughout the difhid of Maine, at the rate 
of one ihilling and iixpence or two fhillings a bufhel. 

His land is excellent. His iheep, of which he might keep ten times as 
Ole' many as he does, but which he is not defirous to augment, are fine, and 
attard, at the annual f11earing, fleeces weighing each fix pounds. That 
portion of it, 'which is not wanted for the ufe of the family, is fold at the 
rate of a fhilling a pound, and though it were inferior in quality, would 
not fail to fetch an equal price. After all, it is not eafy to fee, how old 
NichCJlfon can huyc acquired the reputation of being a good farmer. To 
me he JPpc~r~ to differ from the refr, cal}" in poffeiling a greater extent of 

ground 
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!"~ouncl at a {maller price, without, however, making, in any degree, a 

better ufe of what he has. 
There is no fhip-building carried on in this townfhip ofPro{peCl:; there 

belong to it only rome oftho{e decked yachts, "hich are u{ed in the fifhery. 
The general bufine{s of the inhabitants is wood-cutting. An able wood

man will cut down t\\ 0, or even three, cords of \\(j(J(1 in a day. The 
u{ual price is {even fhillings a cord. It co11:s about a third part of the value 
for the convcyance of this wood to the 1hore. One who has no oxen of 
his own can earn, theref()re, tcn ihillings a day; he may earn fourteen 
fhilling". if he can conn'y the wood he cuts dov\'n to the ihore. This is 
(ufficient to make thefe people carekj~ of agriculture and hufbandry. 
More diftant pro!peCts of interc11:: are too weak to engage them fteadily in 
agricultural indu11:ry. 

Tho{e who neither fell their own wood, nor convey it to the fhore, 
pay two fhillings a cord to the labourers fi'r cutting it down, and as 
much for its carriacc to where i;: m<l) be fhipped. After this the)' ha,T 
frill to thcm{clyes a profit of half a dollar a cord. An acre of ground, 
that is well wooded. will afford il{ty of tilde cords. So they pocket, 
even in this cafe, a gain of thirty dollars an acre upon their wood. This 
information will not be without its ufe, to perfons \"ho may think of pur
chafing lands in the diftriCl: of Maine. The growing deficiency (If wood, 
in the \ icin it)" of Bofton, and all along the coait, muft 100n enhance the 
market-price of that \\hich remains to be cut in thefe parts. 

Our next ftage, after we left farmer i\icholirH1. was Brigadicr'5 Wand. 
This iile, \':ith all the others which are not above thrce miles from thc 
other iliore, belong to the e11:ate of Wald(\-patent. It is inhabited by 
feven families, among whom it is parcelled out into {(\ many diftcrent 
farm'. Tilde fc1.milies have felled the wood around the whole fhare of 
the ifland, and uled that which coycred the interior parts according 
to their domeftic neceffities and convenicncies. To obtain full poffdIioll 
of this inc, Gen~ral Knox has offered to tile feven families, by whom it i~ 

now occupied, to the amount of three thoufand dollars, in land and read) 
.money, if they will peaceably relinquifh it to him. 

This 
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This ifle is acceffible from the land by a paffage not more than h';o 
,. hundred yards in length, which is dry, when the tide has ebbed. It 

atlor~l, ex~ellent pafture for both great and fmall cattle, and is qualified 
to repay, in an adequatc manner, all thc pains that might be employed 
upon it by a ikilful and induftrious huibandman. The frones found at 
the furface afford rearon for thinking, it contains marble, flate, and iron. 
The iltuation is favourable for trade. General Knox's interefis draw his 
attention particularly to\'.Zl:Js the iihnd, as being in the centre of his 
poficffions. It is his object to clear this iDc for the purpofe of maintain
ing in it a fheep-frock. For one month in the year thefe fheep mufr be 

houfed; and he intends to build a proper fraIl for this ufe. He is of opi
nion, that by refiding there he may obtain confiderable fums of money, 
owing to him for land in the neighbouring country, ,yhic:h he is willing 
to cede to its prefent poifeifors at a price below its real Yalue, to ayoid all 
trouble and di(putation. 

Mr. GRIFFIX, one of the pre(ent inhabitants, is building a brig of 
eighty-five tons burthen, which he intends for the eoaRing-trade. It 
will cofi, when fit for (ea, to the amount of two thoufand four hundred 
and fifty dollars, which is about thirty dollars a ton. He has bought al
roofi all the timber necdfary for his purpofe in Penobfcot RiYer, as there 
was none of fufficient growth, for this ufe, remaining upon Brigadier's 
Iaand. 

The townfhip of Crankford was the lafr place in Waldo-patent that 
General Knox intended to vjilt. We halted at the houfe of an old farmer, 
named Colonel SCHULTZ. He poifeifcs, with the permiffi-;:m of the 
General, three farms lying on Penobfeot River, about tcn miles inland 

from its mouth. Though but an indifferent farmer, he had fet himfelf 
in oppoiltion to the common prejudices againfr wheat. He fowed fome 
acres with it, which yielded him a return of fifteen bufbels an acre. 
This year his wheat is fmutty; the grain is fmall, gray, and light, not 
yielding above a tenth part of the nfual proportion of meal. He raifes 
-likewife good Indian corn, the return of which is at the rate of twenty 

bufhels an acre. But his ploughing is flight; he lays on little manure; 

nor 
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nor can the quality of the foil, nor th~ fituation of his grounds, be com
mended. His potatoe-fidds yield much the ('lme increafe as thofe of 
farmer ~icholion. He has been fettled here for thefe eight and t,Yenty 
years; yet, out of three hundred acres, which he poffeiles, has not brought 

more than five and twenty under culture. 
. But a fmall quantity of cod is caugbt at the bottom of the bay, or 
in Penobfcot RiYer. In the months of June and July, all hands arc 
employed in the falmon-fifhery. They are often taken \\ ith the har
poon, but more commonly with nets, while the tide ebbs. The inhabi
tants, in particular, of one fmall tract of land, which juts out into the fea, 
derive great profit from this fi1hery. It is there ufual for a i'ingle t~tmily 
to take in a feafon from ten to {ixty barrels of ['lImon, weighing, each 
barrel, two hundred pounds, and fetching in the market the price of 
eight dollars. Tbe fhore of Brigadier's Uland is famous for the plentiful 
captures of falmons upon it. For fome years this fifhery has been lefs 
fuccefsful than formerly. It has hitherto been very little fortunate in 
the prefent year. For this failure the Indians are blamed, who li,-e a 
hundred miles higher up, on the banks of Penobfcot River. They are 
wont to fifh every day in the year, which hinders the neceffary annual 
renewal of the numbers of the falmons. The Americans, on the con
trary, are accuftomed to refrain from fifhing for two whole months in the 

year together, and alwa) s upon Sundays. 
Thefe Indians dwell in a pleafant yillage by the ri, er fide. They live, 

like the reft of the Indians, without making regular yearly pnwifion for 
the iupply of their wants, but approach, in their manners, fomewhat 
nearer to civility. They belong to a tribe, which the French MiHionaries 
almott converted, or, at leatt, fuppo{ed, that they had converted, to the 
Catholic religion. This territory falling afterwards into the poi:dlion of 
Britain, and fince, of the American States, the Catholic religion ceafed 
to be preached to the Indians at the expenee of the government. . At 
prefent there ii,-cs a French prieft among them, hom whom they 
have learned the doctrine of tranfubttantiation; but neither the duty 
and advantage of temperance, nor the principles and practice of agricul-

hue, 
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ture, nor the inj ui1:ice and folly of wafting the heft means for the fupp or 
of the country by der::~o)illg the 1almons at an improper feafon. Thefe 
Indians bring, eyery yc:u, a large quantity of beayers,' otters, foxes, and 
racoon !kins, for {ale to the merchants on the rin~r. Thefe frins are 
purchafed at a "Vcry low pricc: and thcy recei \'C rum in exchange. 

Peno1fcot I1ivcr is n,n-ii~,;l)lc as far as the tide rifes. that is, for the 
{pace of thirty miles from it,; mouth. For fmall boats it is acceffi
ble to thc diHance of dne hundrcd miles higher up. On its courfe it 
waters feycral beautiful difrricts of country filled with wood, and runs 
out into many creeks; all of w;lich are futficient to drive a number of 
mills. Up to the limit of thc rifing of the tide its 'banks are i habi~ed. 
After adyancing along them to a certain difiance, you enter the territo

ries which fiil1 pertain to the Indians. 
The vcffels belonging to this riYer are not more than twenty, of which 

two are employed in the trade to Europe. Thcfe two belong to Mr. 
TREA T, a merchant, who has his principal place of refidence near that 
part of the courfc of the ril,"cr, above which the tide ceafes to rife; and 
po:ffeiles feyeral ftorehoufes, at diffcrcnt difiances, along the riyer's fide. 
In the fpace of ten years, during which he has lived here, he has acquired, 
in trade, a confiderable property. The reft purfue the coaHing trade, or, 
in the years in which this docs not promife fuccefs, a trade with the Weft 
India Wands. From all that I could learn, I am led to think, that timber 

,of all forts may be had cheap here, as well as in every other part of the 
difiriCl: of Maine which I had occafion to vifit. Ship-building is here at 
the rate of twenty-fix dollars and two-thirds a ton. During this whole year 
there have not been more than five built in the river. The want of ca
pital is the only reafon why fo little is done in this branch of bufinefs. 
It is true, that, on account of the prefent war in Europe, the expence is 
now much greater than it formerly was; but, in the preceding years, 
when the expenee was fmaller, the number of ve:ffels built was not more 
confiderable. 

The whole townfhip of Belfafl: lies within the county of Hancock. A 

great 
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great part of it is ftill inhabited; and its whole population docs not ex
ceed ten thoufand fouls upon a diftrict. of clcyen thoufand four hundred 

{quare miles in extent. Penobfcot is the capital town. 
Waihington, a county lying {omewhat more to the north, and bor~ 

dering upon the poffeffions of the Britifh, poffeifes, un a \\idcr extent r.< 
territory, a popuhtion of more than threc thouf~md inhabitants. 

Penobfcot is frill known by the Indian name of Bagadus. The expor

tation from it is not confiderable. The value of thefe exports amounted, 

in the year 17 VI, to tcn thoufand eight hundred and fifty-four dollars; ill' 
the year 1792, to eight thoufand three hundred and fift:et:il dollars; ill 
1703, to nincteen thoufand three hundrcd and twcnty-1~n'n dollars; in 
17{)4, to fiye thoufimd eight hundred and twenty-fiH~ dollar3; in 1 ,~):;. 

to four thOtJind nine hundrcd and forty-nine dolLu'i ; reckonin,c:: the: '-',(! 
from the bc;.'.inning: of Oc1ober, to the end of September. 

I believe that Pcnobicot River is ,cry jufHy deemed the moit 1~

vourable fituation for the commerce of this proyince. It may be fately 

affirmed, that any company or individual pof1cffiij:~ a confiderable capital. 
and knowing how to lay it out in improYel11ents, and in the trade natu
-rally conneCl:ed with this fituation, might fettle here "itl! no finall ad
vantage. A confiderablc number of vd1cls might be built, if all the 
wood from the lands were appropriated to this ule, and if c\-ery day were 
carefully dedicated to incei1~mt induftry. The 1ilw-mills would render 
the wood of great value; and it would quickly be (cen, that the prefcnt 

faw-mills arc fufceptible ofimpron:ment, .vhich would render them much 

more profitable than they now are: particularly in the cutting of ihingles. 

and in breaking the bark of the fpruce-fir, as is now done in the vicinity 
of BoHon for the ufe of the tanners, therc might be great improvement 

made. In winter the vdfels might be freighted with mules and horfes, 

reared here, for the ufe of the 'V eft India ifles; for thefe animals 'will be 

bred here in very great nnmbers, wilell example, and a certainty of ad

vantageous fale, fhall have duly encouraged the planters to attend tu thi" 
brauch of farming. Salt-fifll, too, either procured by purchafe from 

others, or by keeping fiihing n;{fels, would find a good market in the Weft 
India HIes. Thcfe ifles might be fupplied alfo with cattle from this pro-

3 L ,-ince . 
• 
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',incc, as it is capable of producing prodigious numllers of them. Anr>thr 

prnrlud for the fame exportaticn is corn, which will infallibly attl)rd :-~n-at 

profits to this CfJlllltr> "hen once a {pirit of ;,:.:rin:i',nrc ihall ha,c beer\. 

ll1fncicntl: excited thrn;,:c1wut it. In this manner might (uch a company 

or ind;\:r~~:':1, as \\ a; above al!~d,:j to, ?:n~(hnlly dear the land of its 

',':nod, and brin.::: it into a good Hate of culti,.-a::-lo11, \ .. hile it:s exportable 

prodm'ts>nnllrJ afford a W)oJ income, and the example would be of infinite 

utility to the wbfJk country. liciidc all this, there :fhnuld be a fhop or 

two fmni111ed with the ufual ;!rt:c1cs fIr the confumption of tlw country; 

tfl), (uch thops a- I have already had ncc:,ijon to notice, prove extremely 11..1-
Cl"::live to t\lrjie \\hu crnphy a number oflahourers. The confequencc would 

Lc the jl;l,~,l,v acquilition of a Lm':c fortune by the compa,1\" or iw'!i\·idU;j1 
1 .. <.. '" .. 

11)" \\ 11'::-,1 thefc nV::llLIrl'~ fhould be purj~lul The increafe of their ITlc·.2m 

would naturally' cnLr~~c their concerns. and fL':1Ikr them more profitable; 

r>:portation, the :o':Tl1E1 (ource uf profit to a great landholder, both on 

account of the prdent adyantage which it yields, and becauie it tends to 

enhancc the prices of all commoJitic.", is more neceiTary in the province 

of ~v'hin:, th:m in many other places. Thc emigrants make little rcfort 

t) tLi" Fr, ,\ ilu:. Thc dii1:ric1: at Genefie,e, and the back parts of Penn

t~'h;1'i:<l, KC:1t"cky, and all the \V('~l('rn P2.!'ts where t 1.(, cli:1l:1tc is milder, 

the {(Jil m,)--~ j~'rtile, :l'ld the land chealiL'r, are n:ctll:-:ll1:: preferred. Tl~c 

didc-rence bct"Yccn tbe abundant population of (Tc:iKi1r:e, \\hich \\ ;1='. 

within thefe lafi ten ;C?JS, in the poiTdlion of the b(~iLl:;s, :l!:d the {c,::nty 

l1Hl11her ,jf familic;;, {ca~'.i"l',:d dEl JU~:hollt the pro'. incc of j\/i'tillc. of '.\ i:i~-h 

the f-:reater p:ut '.\~'s, a:1 lnm(!rcd yea,', 11E('C, rcc,llceu into a colciiill ter

ritory. i, an undeniable proofofthe truth of ,,,hat is here affirmed, wlli'-'h 

ought certainly to han: its v,cif-:ht with the great lalldholders of this nro

,incl'. It may, indeed, be rea{ouably expected, that there will be a :"'ra

dual inJ1u'~ of (ettlers into this region, from the great increafe of the b
pO

_ 

PULt:,"l1 of ]\Li1'..ichu(etts. The \\ild~ of l\I2ine may be thus at length 

l:lhab t:.:d ; and tJ:en the \'nIne of land ';, ill rife, and there will be an in

cre:.!1l' of manufacturing !l!ltl commercial indufrry, to the great UciV2,I-:t:!C': 

t·, :th uf tIle land-own C'r-; anci the m"r" 1, '1)- 4_ :,. It"'!t ' 
'.L .J. '-- \....L.\. lL.'). . ~ 

1'.1 j; :nJe piaces, labourers arc procured pretty eafily; and the wages, for 

any 
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any confiderable time together, are thcre at the tamc r"te. as in the d'· 
trias beyond Botton, already defcribed. 

The country is healthful, though much colder tlun the great :.lt1':
holders are willing to allow. Fogs and raias arc m')fC frcL{ucnt hen: theil 
in the more fouthern parts of America. The maritim': ljt'l~'t;'~lll of the 
province of Maine, contributes, no doubt, to increafc tl.t: Inl'l1il.:ic} ()~' ib 
atmofphere. The perpetual dampne1s on tLc iCCi coaft prolhccs a ;rcater 
occafion for warm and coni1:ant fires thcr~. t.han in the interior parts. 
But, howeH'r rigorous the climate, it is fufllcieml: fa-:ouraL,k to the pro
duction of maize, and of excellent hay. Sur is there ~'ll,\ jufl rcaton fur 
(uppoflng, that wheat and other grains would n ,t tllll\ e in it, if c,rci'ulJ,Y 
cultiyated. 

Life is ufually long :lt1d healthy in tilis I')/"()\ inc~'. 1 ~ i, n(;~ l!l1~'(m1mUl 
to meet with olel men of the age of ei~"':dt\·, or n:il:i 'r' n'"!",, tlj()i!~h the 

.. 1....- L'. '" .. ... 

general c()lditi',>ll of .~,,: people be but miferabk, at kedi: ill that part of 
the coulltry through which I accompanied Gennel! Knox. Sa\ ~ tLc 
brothers ALM.\ s, \\e ()Und none \\ 11:) could be i~iJ to be ("Tn 1110(;1'

rately intelligent. They are uni\'erftlly poor, (,I' at lcatt li\'C as if they 
welC () in an extremc degree. The habitati(!ll~ arc CI'lT;' whne poor, 
1, i\\ huts. Every v. here, ! un find a dirty, dark-colo~rcJ rye-meal, and that 
nz)t ill fufficient quantity. The fort of {reih meat to be feen on an'.' table, 
j, ~hat of b';1bs, v.hich are killcd, not fa much ()r the LL: of r[('luring 

a [,UI; 1 di1l1, U3 to P;'C':C,1t thc [heep-Hock from k'ciJming morl' num'::"l!~ 
than is dd:rcd. In {hort, of 'all L\merica, the )ir\)\ inC(: of .:\Linc i:, tlle: 

p 1: ce that afforded me the worit accom modation. And, con1idcrin ,c: 11 u \" 

little reafon I found to praiie the accommodations of many CJtj;"r I!LlL', ; 

what I kn<.: now taid of Maine mutt be rcgJnlcd as <i.n affirmation, tbt 
.the condition of human life in that place i~ excc!:d;E:!ly wretched. 

The common drink here. and throughout all America, is gn)t C , or n 
mixture of water with rum or \\'hiiky. It i~ made alia \\ ith !,fin ur 
brandy, but not in thefe parts. 

A fort of beer, made ti'om the twiS" of the fprucc-fir, is likewifc dnm;, 
..here. Mobiles, and oceafionally maple-tree lugar, are j()jned witl: the 
j}\~,~':(' twiS-'" in brewing thi~; beverage. 

3 L 2 Hen 
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Here is alfo another fort of beer, much like the former; but it is brew
ed from the young twigs of the birch, inftead of thofe of the fpruce-fir. 

Both thefe liquors are very common in Maifachufetts and in Canada. 

Many people are fond of them; to me they are difagreeable. 
All the fettlcrs in Waldo-patent, a vcry few excepted, occupy lands to 

"hich they huye no juft right. But they are of two different claifes; of 
which one confifts of perfons who have fettled here by the permiffion of 
the General or his ftewards, and are to pay a certain purchafe-money at 
a future time; but the others neither afK.ed nor obtained any fuch per

miffion. The condition of the former may appear to be more fecure than 
that of the latter. But then this laft clafs is fo much the more numerous, 
that the General will probably find it neceifary to treat them all alike . 
. All acknowledge that they muft pay a certain rent or purchafe-money ; 
but neither do they offer ready money, nor fix any precife time for pay
ment. The General encounters all the perplexity and difficulties of this 
bufincfs with the firmeft fteadine[s, and the moft extraordinary patience. 

PRICE OF WOOD IN THE PROVINCE OF MAINE. 

r was induced to form the following table of the prices of different 
ic)rts of timber in different places of this province, by confidering that it 
might become hereafter a matter of fome curiofity to compare the fu
ture variations in the price of wood, with that for which it is fold at thi~ 
prcfent time. 

r haye added a yiew of the prices of other products of this province, 
according to the moft complete and accurate information that I could 
obtain. This alfo will ft:rve for a fixed point in the fcale of the varia
tions of price, which thefe products may hereafter undergo. 

I have given likewife a view of the expences and the returns of a late 
yoyage of a fchooner to England, which was communicated to me by 
('olond Schultz. 

PRICE 
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PRICE OF vVOOD IN THE PROVINCE OF MAINE. 

'M yglnti· I I Penobfco[ 
Warren. I cock. Duck-trap. River. I Wife.lTer. IBrunfwick.1 Por:land. 

*Boardg }
fir 

for 1000 fcet of oak 40 ill. 

. }fir 60 t Planks 1000 fect of ~ak 80 

~Shingles 1000 of them 25 
tClaw-boards 1000 feet 12 
II Clear-boards 1000 feet 14 

~ A (mailer fpeeies of Loarels } for the ton of} ~;k = 

3{) ili. 
60 
72 
20 
10 

18 

M fi }
24 to 22 inchcs{ } 4 

aas rom 22 18 every foot 3 12s. 6d. 
**Coopers' flores, 1000 of them . . . • 10 doll. 8 doll. 

30 ili. 
54 
12 doll. 
20 
12 
10 
9 

] 2 ili. 
1~ 

36 ili. 36 fh. 36 ili. 45 ih. 
66 66 go 

72 72 72 go 
20 doll. 132 132 180 
L2 12 doll. 12 doll. 12 doll. 
10 10 to L2 p. 12 

11 to 12 p. 12 I ] 1 to 1 'It 
1 1 ili. IS ili. '14 

10 ili. 14 24 
3 5 
4 

PRICE OF OTHER ARTICLES IN THE PROVINCE OF MAINE. 

Lime, the barrel of 50 gallons 
Hay, for 2000 lb. 

10 ili. ,-
9 doll. 6 doll.1 8 doll. I 6 dolLj 8 doll. I 8 dolI.! 8 doll. 

4. to 6 p.-Barley 
All there were the prices in 1795. 

Wood for fuel cofts one dolbr a cord. 
"* Thefe boards are one inch thick, and eleven inches broad. 
t The planks are twice the thi<;;knefs of the boards. 
::: The fhingles are either of oak or fir. 
§ Claw-boards are fir-deals, four feet long, and fOllr inches broad. They are ufed to cover framed wooden houfet. 
II Clear-boards are deals without knot. 
~ The ton of thefe is forty feet long, and one foot thick; i.f lefs thick, it mull be longer • 
• '" Thefe are of oak, but in PenobiCot River of alh. 
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Expences and returns of a voyage performed by the Dolphin {chOOlll:r, 
of Cufhing, in the province of Maine, one hundred and twenty-two 
tons burthen, Captain BA Y E::-'TO::-', commander, in the months of May. 
June, and July, 1,9.'5, in the {pace of three months wanting fiyc days; 
fro :iT. Camden to Liyerpool, and from Liyerpool back to Boiton. 

:Expcnditure by the merchants freight 
Captain's ,,,ages for the voyage 

Dollars. 

440 

106 

60 

Dolla ... 

Pilot's ,vages, t\\ cnty dollars a month 
Four failors, eighteen dollars a month .... 
Proyifions 

Ig2 

120----

Prime Crjl of tIle Cargo at Ca'mam. 

100 tons of oak, at three dollars a ton 300 

14,000 oak itayCS, at eight dollars a thoufand . 112 

2000 feet of deal, at fix dollars a thoufand feet 1:2 

21;, Duties paid in England 
Occafional expellees 156--- 1783 

Purclzqfed ill England 

42 tons offalt, at three fhillings and four penee frerl. ,33 I 

:2;:2 bufhels of pit coal, at three pence ited. a bufhel 1-1---

Duties on the faIt at Bofion . 

Total expenditure 

Receipts of the Merchants Sales at Li'verpool. 

4000 feet, or 100 tons of oak, at three :lhillings a 
foot, or twenty dollars a ton 2000 

14~000 pak fiavcs, at forty-three ~ollar8 a thou{and' 030 

2000 fe~t of deal, at forty-fiyc dollars go---

3·15 

420 

2548 

2720 

Sales 
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Sales at Bojlon. 

tons of faIt, at four dollars, 85 ::loGs 

06---bufuels of pit coal. 

Total receipts 

Total expenditure 

Ck:u profit to the merchant 

Dollars. 

2104 

,1881 

25i8 

'his great profit is not to be {o {urel} reckoned upon. as if the j~':1~\.." 

;oJor the returning YOpg..: \\ere alna}' to be cdilly oh':;:ined in .Fl:~(-
Yet it affords certain data, {rum \\ hich m'ly be i;:.;~ ned ,.,lut a 

iderable benefit this foreign trade ait~)rLls in reCUEl f~)r a moderate ex
iiturc. 

ut I repeat, that this country is fiill in its infancy, and in a languid 

cheerkl~Jnfill1c}. The taxes an; much heavll'" than in any newly 
eJ country I h,ave ~syet vifited. ~1r. Schultz, L.' \\hom I am in,· 
led of the faer, pays twenty dollars a year. Among thcic taxes is one 
he '[UppOlt of ichouu, though no fchuols ha\-e hitherto, been e(c,

,.zd. 
Ij !. 

r 
FARTITF.R OBSERVA T10="S 

hl]'_' is no houfe for rc;i,:.:-i,;us wurihip in this province, neitLcr in tho:: 

iC1 of Bc]flit. nor in Pcnobfcot. PCllC!l.J;L', ,t is the i]}l} t( ,wn in thc!( 

:; and it,coniit1s of ncar a thoui~l1ld houfcs. A poor prcachc{ li\-cs in 

.' p: rt'", who has. onl)- a very few hearer.;, to whom he preaches at 

rC;lt pbccs e.-cry {econd Sunday, and who pay him at the rate of 

dollars celch. Throughout all America, the building of a new 
eh, for e\er; parochial :di1.1:rid, is confiJered as a \er;. burthenfomc 
nce. Here, therefore, the, people ,rather pay a certain ccnfideration, 

lcaying 
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leaving the preacher to find a houfe for himfelf. The young people .of 
both fexes, however, efpecially the young women, are very defirous ot a 
church, in which they might have an opportunity· to aifemble every 

week, and to difplay their perfons and their drefs. In New England 
thn: refrain, on Sunday, with weak fuperfi:ition, even from the mott 
har~lcfs 11)orts. But, it is, in truth, becaufe it affords them an opportu
nity of going from home, and meeting with their neighbours, that there 

people are fo fond of viiiting the church. 
There i;, in this country, a great lack of medical practitioners. at leaD

of perfons whofc ikill is worthy of the namc. The people are not here 
,~ither fufficiently numerous, or fufficiently opulent, to make it eligible 
for ikilful furgeons or phyiicians to fettle among them. The furgcon\ 
employment is exercifed at prefent by people who are engag~d in other 
purfuits, and therefore make this but their occafional bufinefs, and who 
arc fo ignorant as fcarce1y to know how to let blood with fafety to the 
patient. In the frate of Maifachufetts, any perfon is at liberty to atfume
the profeffion of medicine at his pleafure; and it is certainly a difgrace 
to the legi11ature, that the health and lives of thefe fimple and credulous 
people 1110uld be in fuch a manner c:x:pofed a prey to ignorance, impu
dence, and quackery. 

When General Knox had accompliihed his buiinefs, we went on board 
the {chooncr, which I mentioned above, hoping that, within four hours, 
we fhould reach the General's houfe. It was ten o'clock in the morn
ing when we went on board, and the wind was fayourable. But the 
wind fhifted on a fudden, the weather became frormy, our progrefs 
,,'as coniiderably interrupted, and we lay-to till the frorm was over. 

Next morning we found, that we could not yet make way, and there
f0re retired again to another creek, about fix miles nearer than the former 
to the' place to which we were going, but frill fifteen miles difrant from 
where we were to take our way for St. George's River. The weather 
was now fair, and General Knox, who is not at all fond of navigation, 
thought it would be better to go on iliorel atfuring me that we ihould be 

able 
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dble to procure hor(es from Captain Alma, 'shieh would quickly carry 
us to St. George's RiYer. We were not far from Ducktrap. Upon our 
arrival at the Captain's hou(e, we were encountered by new difficulties. 
We had to \\"ait for our own hor(es, which \\cre coming unuer the care 

of the poft; and this happened to be the only place in all the province or 
Maine, in \vltich the travelling of the paft is j;;l11C\yhat retarded by the 

frequency of the plantations. The horfes, "ho(e arri\al \vas expected to 
be about noon, camt: fix hours later. \Ve \\ere tIm, obliged to par" the 
night in a dirty hou(e; and, in the mean tlme, the \\ ind had changed, 
and our (chooner wa~ gone on her way, much flrthcr than would have 
been (ufficient to conduct 11' to the end of onr journey. Thefe incon
venient occmrences were (ufficiently di~lgreeable to me; for. having"fo 
f~lr to travel, I h:!lllloW rather too little time remainin~ tix my (ub(e
quent journey; and I had wi1hed to (pend (ome thort time longer witlil 

General Knox alll1 his famil) . 

DEP,\RTUHE F1Z0\1 TB"E HOeSE OF GEl\'ERAL KNOX. 

On the 3d day of Oct()ucr, timr and twenty hours after our arri\'al at 
St. George's, I W;l, I)Lli~cd to il't out t<Jr Bofton. I had experienced 
fuch friendly entertainment (rom General Knox and his family, that it 

"as with real concern I left them. They did not treat me as a firanger. 
but \\ith the kind and eaJ)- attentions \\hich are paid to one who IS at 
once a relation and a friend. ~Ar~. Knox is ;.t lady, of ,,"hom yuu con
eei ye ftill a higher opinion, the longer )'0:1 are acquainted ,yith her. 

Seeing her at Philadelphia, you think of her but as a fortunate player at 
whitt. At her u,yn houfe in the country, you difeoyer her to pofi"c[., 

wit, intelligence, a good heart, an excellent underftanding. In the 

country, Mi(s Knox b}~ aiide her exceffiye timidity, and you admire alike 

her beauty, wit, and cheerfulnefs. As for 11rs. Flunkcr, you find her in

tereftin;! at a tidr acquaintance, and no Ids (0 upon a longer f~lmiliarit)". 
I (.ly nothing of the General. I haye already (aid he is one of the \\'or

thie!! m'.:n I have known; chcerful, agreeable, valuable equally as an 

cxcellent friend and an engaging compallion. With a heart w~trmly 

3 :\1 grateful 
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gratcful for fo much kindnefS, I took my lea,'c of this wo:thy fami~y : 
and gratitude is the moft pleafing feeling of which my p!'dent fituatlOn 
leaves me capable, The whole family faw me depart, 'with the fame 
kind concern, as if I had been a near relation; and perhaps nothing could 

be more intereftingly affeaing than this ;c'cne. 
From St. George's to Warren the {ettlers are not l1umero'.1s. This 

diihic1 extenas to Thomaftown, where the General refides. About 
twenty hou(es i1:and at the place, beyond which the tide ceafes to riJe. 
Tllere are two or three (awing-mills, corn-mills, and waulk-mills, t\\ a or 
three fhops, and two or three {mall merchants. The river there cea(cs 
to be navigable, on account of a number of rocks that rife in the midfr 
of its channel. A canal is to be cut here. \,-ith the General's permifiion, 
by which the river 'will be made navigable for fixty or (eventy miles far
ther than at pre[ent. It may be cut without any very confiderable diffi
culty, and will prove of the greatett advantage to the General and his 
pofterity. The (oil is moderutely good, but its cultiyation is negleaed 
The back-parts I haye not (een; but all the {ettlers who live contiguous 
to the river, if they can fell their wood, tLink not, any more than the 
reft throughout the province of Ma~ne, of applying thcmfclves to the 
tillage of their grounds, and the improvements of huibandry. 

'YALDOBOROUGH; BROADBAY; NODLEDOROUGH; NE\\r_ 
CASTLE. 

The next diftria is Waldoborough. It is a German {ettlement, formed 
forty years ago by Brigadier-General vValdo. Three years afterwards, h.e 

brought hither {ome German families, and affigned to each of them one 
hundred acres of ground. It is in a fratc of pro(perity. The families, 
which were, originally, forty in number, haye increafcd to two hundred 
and fifty. Fifty other planters, Irifb, Englifh, and Americans, liYe al{o 

here. But, it is requifitc for thefe to undemand German, as this is the 

language commonly fpoken throughout the diftria: though all the Ger
man inhabitants read Englifh; and have the laws and the proceedings of 

their 
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their c<n:rts of juftice in that language. The German is, llO',';cvcr, the 
common language of trade, and of familiar intercour1~:. 

Broadbay is formed by an arm uf the fea ,dlich here adn,l1c~, inland, 
A fmall river, the courfe of which is for fome thirty ",ilc~. ::,[15 int,) 

this bay. Like the other riYcrs of this territory. it is not :1::',:!.;~,bk, 

TrlTS may be floated, fin~dy, down the ftream, but ill 110 other ,ny. 
from the diitance of tcn or t\\ch-e miles abo,-e. The interior extrcl~1ity 
of the bay lies al)out ten miles inland. Three dr four n:ileL ar.: annually 
built here. To this place belong eig:ht Ihips, of which only th~ec carry 
three math. Thelc arc almo11: all, either the, property of the merchants 
of vVifcailct and that nei~hbourhood, or elfc arl~, at kait. annually 

~ ~ 

freightt:d by th()i~~ merchants. An Irilh merchant. ,\"ho has rdiJcd f()r 
thefc ic\-eral years in \VaJ<loborough, doc.; bufincfs in this -say. ,;n his own 
account, and with good 1uece[s. 1\ carg" of wood can be quickly pro
cured at vValdoborough; but thc price is here fomc\\'hat higher, than in 
St. George's Ri,-er, or the Bay of Penohfcot. 

The buildings arc fituated on the dcclivity of the hills; on the edges 
of the bay; and arc pretty numerous; but are fmall, and make as forry 
lln appearanet.: as any I huye lately feen. The quality of the foil is mo
derately good. From fifteen to eighteen bufhels of maize, twenty bufhels 
of barley, fifteen bufhels of rye, is the ordinary produce from an acre of 
ground; three hundred bufhels is the ufual cncreafe of potatoes from 
one acre. Each family keeps from fifteen to twenty head of cattle. 
The fear of the bears and woLe:;, whieh arc numerous in thefe parts, 
does not hinder theft: people from driying out their cattl<: to feed in the 
woods. Though one part of the herd fhould be, to-day, devoured b)' 

the beafts of prey; the re11: would, nevcrthele[s, be driven out, to feed in 
the woods, to-morrow: but fuch accidents arc rare. There is no in
Hance of children having been attacked. I myfdt: in my journey of 
this day, and at the di11:ance of a mile from Waldoborough, fa w a bear 
of a confiderablc fizc, running acrofs the road. I purfucd him on horfe. 
back, without leaving the road, and he ran away with great fpeed. 

Broadbay is the boundary of Waldo-patent, and the centre of \Valdo-
3 M '.! horough. 
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borough, The houfc's of this lai1: place lie fcattercd around the bay, the 
ennro~s of which are much more populom than the territory through 
which I had travclled hitherto. I was told, that, fome miles inland, both 
the (oil and the huibandry are better, and the fdtlements more nume

rous. 
\\' aldo-patent lies in the county of Linculn, which contains about 

thirty thoufand inhabitants. The county-courts are held at Hallowell, 
Pownal borough and Waidoborough. Thoma11:own, "here General 
Knox refiues, lies alro in the county of Lincoln, 'which, huwC\cr, docs 

not extend beyond Belfair. 
Nobleborough, the next townfhip, is much more populous than the Ia11:, 

and exhibits great diycrfity in the appearance of its houfes, and the wealth 
or poyerty of its different inhabitants. This difhic[ has likewifc its Bay 
of Damafcobay, which extends ten or t\\chc mik~; inland. A few toifes 
from the inmoi1: point of this bay, is a lake offrcih water, not Ids than fifty 
miles in tl1e extent of its area. Such bkcs arc frequent throughout this 
part of the country. They abound in filh, of which, however, the inha
bitants make no ufe. The quantity is not fufficient, to make it an ob
jed of trade, to faIt, a::d carry th~m to market; and thefe people are too 
nc.c:1igcnt. to fifh for the fupply of their 0\''11 tables. There are fome 
Ihips built in Damafcobay ; and of thefe the greater part are employed by 
the merchants of Wifcafiet. 

The di11:riCl of l"e\\came h<1.3, Iikewifc, a bay; or rather, is intcrfeded 
1):_ the rin'r St.eepfcnt, which nms by Wiicafict. At l\ewcamc, this 
ri\cr i~ acceffible for fhips of burthen: it admits fmall yeiTels, for forne 
miles farther up. There are two fhips at prcient in building at Nc\vca11:le. 
You crofs the river by a terry, which is convenient and fafe. A bridgc is 
about to be built here; and the ferryman is much leiS concerned for the 
probable }o(s which it will occafion to him, of his prefent income, than 
pleafed, that he is to be thus rcleared from that incefi~mt watchfulncf~ 
and toil of the ferry. 

The road along which I, this day, travelled, was rugged, obfrructed by 
rocks and roots of trees,. often miry, paffing over great inequalities of 

g:ound> 
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grounci. and worft in the woods, throllgh which a great part of it lcd. 
\Vorthy General Knox conduded me, eight miles on my journey, and 
dirccted me to the dwelling of an hone11: German, a furgeon, \\'ho, in 
fayuurablc years, gains from fixty to ei!-~hty d'llL;:; by his 1,rac1ice, and 
who told me, that, for twenty miles ruund, there is no other medical 
practitioner. 'fbi" honeft man accompanied me, till I \\'a, no I Jilg'_'r in 
danger of wanderinC( ii'om thc \'. ay; awl rcfufed to recciv-e mO!h':' f lr 
ruy dinner, v,hich I earneftly oftcred him. He Lb fix d,ildren, all mar
ried, and a {mall f~ll'm of forty acrc;, \\ hich, a.s he told me, is not \'cry 

well cultiyatcd. But, he j~ly~, Le has Cil'JU,c:h, and d()c,; not cmet riche:,. 
He, on a former year, remitted three hundred dollars to Philadelphia, to 
procure a German mini!t:er, to ",hom he now pa,':; thirty dollars a year, 
betides his juft ihare of the co!l~rc.~~lti:JIlal contribution. On the whole. 
this man io an eccentric character. 

WISC.\SSLT, 

Mr. LEE, whom I (~W at the houfc of Gencral Knox, had aiked me 
to take my lodging at hi" hou{e, v,'hen I fhonld come to WiJl'airet. I did 
j;l, He is a lawyer; and he appeared to me, to be one of the beft em
ployed ones in thc whole country. He has an elegant houle; is a very 
wnrthy man; gave me a kind reception; and l'xprl'llcd his concern that 
hi~ ~\\'if:, '''ho v;cnt lately on a vifit to Boiton, was not at home, to make 
my entertainment better. 

Wifcaffet, fituated on thc bay of Penobfcot, i, the fir11: place in the 
province of Maine, in which any confiderablc bufinds is tranflcTed. The 
merchants are n')t " cry rich, but they are In;. numerous; and, as I ha yc 
already mentioned, proprietors of a1mofl:: all the n:ffc 13 which fail ti'om 
the neighbouring crceks and bays. S,:me individuals among them pofids 

to the number of fix or {even ihlp". They hire out for freight, thole 
which are not required for the carriage of their own traffic; and the pre
rent fituati,:m of Europe affords gre~lt {cope to this carrying-trade of the 
Americans, which they find to be very profitable, though nGt without it:-
riiks. Mr. Sw AX of Bofton has hired a great quantity of tonnage, for 

the purpofe of exporting corn and Hour to France. 
There 
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There belong fifty i11ips to \Vifeafict. Ten of thde [til tv Europe. on 
account of merchants liying in this place. They export the prodL:c1s of 
the country, and bring back, in return, to Boiton, foreign goods, rur 
which there i" no fale in the prmince of "Maine. 

\Vi{ca11et lies at the diHance of twei\'e miles from th~ {ea ; and for thi; 
rea(on, there liYe but few of iliip-m',dl:crs at this {il1UlI port. The(e 
people haye their dwellings along the coatl:. They \-\'odd I ic half their 
prcfent gains, if they {dtkd at any diihmce (rom it. This to\vn i~ pretty 
com pad, and confith of about one hundred and fifty hou(es, lome of 
"hich arc Ycry hand(ume. In the year 1;- 80, the whole traffic of this 
dii1:ric1 was carried on in thirty-fi'.'e ,"efiels, \\hich did not carry, in all, 
aboye two thouhmd ana ninety tons. In 1,0:'. and not later than the 10th 
day of October, the number of i11ips regiit:ered wa,; one hundred and two, 
and thcir tonnage, nine thou[md nine hundred and forty-tour tons. 
Thefe facts eyince, to what an extraordinary pitch, e,'en the fole bufine{s 
of {hip-building is capable of adnncing the trade and opulence of the 
people of thefe parts. The exports amounted, in the year 1,01, to thirty
fiye thoufand fi,'e hundred and fixty-two dollars; in the year 1702, to 
thirty-nine thou{and two hundred and fifty-three dollars; in 1793, to 
thirty-fix thou{and four hundred and eighty-three dollars; in 179-4, tQ 
thirty-two thou[.'l1ld three hundred and thirty dollars; in 1,95, to thirty
four thoul~md lix hundred and fifty-nine dollars. The {mallnefs of the 
variations in the amounts of the rnoncy-prices of the total exports, in thde 
fucceffi\'e )ears; "'hile the nl1rket-yalue of thofe pro\-itions of which 
this exportation confith, has been continually rifing; cyinces the truth 
of what I affirmed concerning the i11ips of \Vi{caifet, as being em

ployed chiefly in the carrying-trade, and taking in their ladings at other 
ports. 

KENNEBECK RIVER. 

The road lies along the interior extremity of the bay. As it advances 
toward, ·j~'i.:un, the :c: p~ar,jl(.:c of indui1:ry and Dufinefs encreafcs; the 
houft, become larger and hanJ{()mer. Volwick-b8Y lies not far from 

\\' dCaiTet. One or (\,0 finall veaeh have been built in it; {c\-eral corn 

and 
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and fawing-mills ftand upon the 

in thde the upper rocks form a 

thc water for the Ule of the mills. 

and \Vifcafiet, i.; ftony, yet fertile. 

fmall rivers \'. hidl fall into it; and 

fort of natural dam to accumulate 
The lalld ~)ct\YCC!1 }\.( mebeck-ri':cr 

It i, ~ycryvvhere inh:J.biced, yet but 

in a moderate :I1ate of culti,'ation. Of ten miles journey, hy this way, 

fcarce a quarter of a mile lies through v:oods. KenIlcbeck-riyCf is to be 
crofic(l by a ferry. r:~lle riYer is here about half a mile broad; and lhe 

paffage is h1.id to be 1(JIll;:times (1an~erous, though I f~)Und it :t:'1fe and ca1)'. 

Both the winds and tide \\'c,'e t~l\' .~lrablc; and, in fin; minutes, I reached 
the farthcr ihore. Both the fnrym8.n and hi~ h,at arc ,cry g-ood. 

Kennebeck is one of the 1!reat riYcr.; of the pru\'ince of l\1aine. Its 
iource is two hundred miles di:l1ant from it.; mouth, and it \\ :Iter, the 

fine:l1 wuo:llands in this region. It is nayigable to the diftance of fifty 

mile" upward from its mouth; but, this na, i~ati( In is greatly obitruL'"ted 

by rocks amI :t:'1nd-banks. Thcre are 111ips built at Hallowcll, \\ hich 
:I1ands at the di:l1ance of f()fty miles up the ri\cr: but, thc1e rcceiYe their 

lading at Bath, fix miles below the ferry by which I pafTed. TLe wood 
felled at Hallowell and places contigaolls to it, i~ cOl1\'eyed (!o\\n to Bath 

in i1cdf:cs or boats, and is, then, recci\'cd on board the fhips. The en
trance into Kennebeck-river is fo dangerous, that !hips failing: ,,,,ith this 

dcfiination, if infured at London, pay a hi1!hcr premium, than thofe 

bound for any other bay, harbour, or river, on thefe coai1:s ; at lc:afi I wa.s 

1'0 informed. 

There belong farty ihips to this river. ThcJt: are, f<:)r the greater part, 

the property of merchants who have their counting-houfes in Bath, and 

their dwelling-houfes in either Bath or Hallowell. The rcit: be!ong to 

merchants rdident in \Vifcaffct or Portland. The banks of the ri\-cr are 

inhabited to the dif1:ance of one hundred and thirty miles inland. That 

tract ofland which is watered by no other river, is, in one direction, oc

cupied to the extent of eighty or one hundred miles. 

Hallowell is, as I was informed, a town confi:l1ing of two hundred 

houfes. Another town of the fame name, and not lefs confiderable, is 
fituate two miles higher on the tame river. They afford, both, a mar

ket 
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kct for the produce of the lands; which is "Vel] abundant; for tlie {iJil i< 
excellent, and wheat and othcr grains arc cultivated upon it. There 1:,1 

alfo a great deal of wood brought down Kennebeck Ri ITr : but the wood 
contiguous to the fhores of the river, and adjacent to the plantation- and 

d"vellings, no"". begin" as may natura11y be fuppofLcl, to be cxhauttul. 
The large wood is cut, ClS I am told, at the dif1:ancc of t\\'cnty miles 
abc "'c Hallowell. Thofe who deri I'C their princi pal P1C<lll.~ of {upport 
from tIle fale of this articlc, arc .'(ant to wander into the deep ,YO(;c!s, in 

thc month of "!\oY(:rnbcr, with their famllic; and cattle, often to :.he 

dif;:~ml'e of from forty to fixt) miles from their ordinary habii::Jtiol'.'. 
They are pre\iouDy careful to proyide hay in the fum mer, by going in~·) 
theft: \\ooeL, mOI\ ing the graj~, and putting it up in ricks, for the ufe of 
their cattle, when they fhall return in the winter. Thc) III '\\' rear huts 
~~)r themfellls; fell their wood; bring it, on Dedges, to the ri\er's fide; 
and there rciCfYe it, till the riYer is 1u much {wollen by rains as to co~
YC)' it, eafily, floating down the i1:ream. They mark, each his tree:i 'iith 
a particular mark, bet()re committing them to the ftream, fo that the 
property of cyer} ditli:rent wood-cutter cal1 be diftinguiHlccl at the place 
ofD1ipping, without difputc or miftake. Unlefs the excLj~lye fc\-c-iL), of 
the \\-inter dri,-e them ti'om the wood,. fi l(\ner than they intendcd, they rc

turn not until April or May; and they then apply them1Clves to the cult i
,-ation of their lands. Bath is the feat of a cl1ftom-hou[c, or a iart?! e1JtJ~v 
as they call it, Its exports amounted, in the year 1 i U 1, to the value 
f)f twenty-nine thoufand tour hundred and fif~y-feY('n ddlars; in 1792, 
to thirty-fcyCl1 thoufand and t""o dollars; in I ,{)3, to t~-'rh-filc thou

land three hundred and fifty-one dollar.,; in 1 i~H, to t"onL/-thrcc 
thouh'mcl fix hundred and fort\--four dollars; in 1 it!:}, to thl1t,-four 
thoufancl fix hundr~d and fift\--~ine dollars. . 

In the difrrict of Brunfwick, "hich bo: ,:ers on that of Bath, the {oil 
i~, in general, poor, and almoft eyerywhere a dry f~U1d. It afl-ords no 
trees, but the whi tc fir, the \\ hite birch, and the filyCl ilr, none of \\h:ch 

is of any YlTy confiderable f':rrmcll. It is but very impe"lccl:h cleared and! 
cultiyated. Fn\ habitations are to be {een. On the road, I fo~nd only two 

or 
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or three fmall villages, or rather hamlets. The firfi of them, at which I 
dined, confifis of thirty or forty houfes. Of thefe, fome are pretty neat. 
The people who liYe at fuch a diftance from the fea-coaft, have no em
ployments but thofe of huibandry, and fome occafional hunting. The 
land ufually yields, an acl'C, twenty-five bufhels of maize, one hundred 
and fifty bufhels of putatoes, eighteen bufhels of rye. The culture which 
it receives, is but little. There is a little wheat, and {orne barley, like
wife raifed here. 

The vicinity of the rca, and the high wages which failors hayc, t()r 
fome time, been wont to receiYe, produces, among the young people, J 

very general preference for a fea-faring lifc. Labourers in agriculture are, 
confequently, morc difficult to be procured, and demand higher wages; 
they expect ten or cleven doJiars a. month. The meadows yield a good 
deal of hay. This is an artiLl, of primary neceffity; for the cattle mufr 
be kept, for fix or feven months of thL year, in the fralls; and during this 
time, hay is their only forage. Each cow or bullock confumes nearl.' 
fix thoufand pounds of hay, and feventy or eighty bufhels of maize. 

The other village in Brunfwick, which I paffed through, lies five miles 
farther. The thirty or forty families which live here together, at the 
mouth of the Amarefkoghin, are u{ually employed in fhip-building, and 
fame little traffic. Three fhips have becn lately built here; and other 
ten belong, al{o, to this finall town. But, almofr all the veffels built in 
thefe creeks, are the property of merchants who refide in the more con
fiderable neighbouring towns. Moft of the hou{es of this {mall place, 
ftand on the fuore of the bay of Ca{co. This bay, of which one arm is 
of great extent, advances, here, thirty miles inland. Ships built in Brunf
wick, or belonging to it, take in their ladings at Brick Wands, ten miles 
farther down the bay. The bay of Cdfco again attrac1~ the traveller's 
notice ncar Trueport, a neighbouring townfhip, in which the fhip-build
ing bufinefs is not carried on to greater extent than here, and of which 
the land is as dry and f..1.ndy as that of Brunfwick, in thofe places where 
the two townihips are conterminous, but becomes better at a difrance 
from that border. 

3N NORTH 
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NORTH YARMOUTH. 

North Yarmouth has the appearance of a fmall town. A number of 
houfes, and of labourers af all farts, are here affembled upon one fpot. It 
lies on a fmall creek af the bay af Cafea, where it receives the waters of 
Royal River; a ttream af which the caurfe is anly fifty-eight miles from 
its head to' the fea, and which is navigable only by fmall baats. This 
little fpot of earth is the fcene af a great deal af bufinefs. Three fhips, 
of which one was af 0nc hundred and fifty tons burthen, were lately built 
here; not to' reckon two others, which were begun in the prefent year" 
and are already in the water. Here are mills af different kinds. The land 
is fomewhat better cultivated, in this neighbaurhood. The fea is tao far 
dittant, to' draw the peaple away fram .agriculture, to the fifhery. The 
haufes are of better ttruClure than elfewhere, in that part of this dittria:, 
thraugh which the highway leads. Potafhes are now becoming an ar
ticle of trade. Some few merchants have their dwellings in Narth Yar
mauth. Three ar faur agree to' build a fhip jointly, and,trade with it: 
the captain adds his fhare: a cargo is fhipped an board it, for the com
mon accaunt af the campany: a voyage is then made, perhaps to' the 
Antilles, ar to' Eurape: and by the return of the veffel, a fareign cargo is 
imparted to' Bottan. It is nat, however, camman far fhips to' fail far 
Europe, ar the Antilles, fram this port. Far the mott part, thefe vef
fels are emplayed in carrying woad to' Battan ar New Yark; though the 
price af woad be higher here than in the places befare mentioned, and 
amount even to' ten ar twelve fhillings a card. The fettlements extend 
abaut feventy miles backward from Narth Yarmauth, into the interior 
cauntry. 

PORTLAND. 

I came, on Sunday, to Partland; and was furprifed to find the inns fo 
decent and well kept, in a part af the country fo remote, and fo rarely 
vifited by travellers. The inn at Narth Yarmouth is fmall, yet good; 
and few hotteffes in France, are fo attentive as Mrs. COTA. Between 

North 
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1\ orth Yarmouth and Portland, the land is moderately fertile, and at the 
fame time confiderably populous. The many fmall wooden houfes tl) 

be feen, being conftruCl:ed, in no very ftrong nor elegant manner, of lu;, 
or deals, do not indicate, by their exterior appearance, eit~ler we;:tlth or 
cleanlinefs. An European traveller is, therefore, not a little (urprifed to 
fee a number of elegant women come out of thefe huts, all wearing 
fafhionable hats and head-drdfes with teathers, handiimle cloaks, and 
the reft of their drefs fuitable to this. Such is the fhow \\hieh thde fe
males make, e,"ery Sunday morning, when the weather is iufficiently fair 
to encourage them to go to church. The men gn equally fine. But 
thofe females \,;ho are prevented from going abroad in the morning, 
by their cookery, the wafhing of their kitchen-difhes, the milking of the 
CO\'I,-S, or the feeding of the fwine, attend the church only in the after
noon, and come lefs folicitoufly drdfed out in their finery. They ar~ 
almoft all tall and good-looking; fome of them, are even very hand
fome. 

Portland is feated on a peninfula, which juts out into the bay. To 
reach it by the way of that ifthmus which connec'i:s the peninfula with 
the land, you are obliged, in coming from North Yarmouth, to go more 
than three miles about. But, a bridge is now in building acr01s that ann 
of the bay, which gives occafion for the prefent circuitous approach to 
the town. The bridge is built by fubfcription, and is half finifhed. 
When it fllaU be completed, and fhail be found to have 1ufficient ftrength 
to endure the ordinary currents of the tide, its periodical overfiowings, 
and the winds which often rage here with tremendous fury; it will then 
prove exceedingly ufeful. At prefent, I fhould doubt, whether fufficient 
folidity can be given to a bridge in this fituation. 

This town of Portland may be reckoned handfome. That part of it 
which is called the New Town, really confifts of houfes of a very good 
appearance. The Old Town, which was burnt by the Englifh, in the 
-war that ended in the freedom of America, is compofed of mean hou[es, 
the habitations of the poorer people. The quays are few; and under 
.them,. fuips receiving or difcharging their ladings, can lie \\ith fafety : 

3 N 2 a~ioining 
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acljoining are fpacious ftore-houfes for the reception of goods. The road 

is good and fafe. This road makes a part of C .. fco Bay, a branch of 
which extends from Brunfwick as far as Portlwd; and in any part of 
this branch, fhips of any burthen lTI:ly find ~ol)d anchorage. The great 
inconvenience of this bay is, that it is acceffible at fix or feven different 
places, fO that, in cafe of a war, fhips lying in it, could not well cfcape 
being furprdcd by an enemy from one entrance or another. That open
ing into the bay, to which Portland is contiguous, is more than two miles· 
wide. Of confequence, guns difcharged from the two oppofite fides~ 

could not project their fhots fo far, as to l'~ake them crofs each other; 
and the execution which could be done from forts would not be {uffi

cient to guard the entrance. 
They are at prefent, conftructing, on the fite of an old earthen breaft

work, a fortification which they expect to command the town, and 
to render it, at leaft, fecure from the invafion of an enemy. This 
new fortification ftands at the extreme point of the peninfula on which 
Portland is fituate, and confifts of a battery of fifteen or twenty heavy can
non of large calibre, commanding that wide entrance of the bay which 
was above mentioned. This battery is to have, by means of a covered 
way, a communication with a {mall fort at the diftance of four or five 
hundred toifes, which it has alfo been thought neceffary to ereel: on 
the higheft part of this iilhmus. The fort is {u:fficient to hold two 
hundred men. If Portland were a place of greater ftrength, inacceffible 
without very confiderable difficulty, and if there were a thong garrifon 
always ready tor its defence; this fortre{s, or a more confiderable citadel, 
in its fituation, and communicating with the town, might then be of 
great importance. But, fince the natural fituation of the town is fo little 
capable of defence, works like thefe can never become {erviceable in 
any due proportion to the trouble and expence. Portland is, ho\v

ever, a place which an enemy can never have an intereft to keep poffef
fion of. If feized by an enemy, it would only be Jet on fire, and then 

abandoned. Two or three fhips crews would be equal to the enterprife. 
When the garrifon are unable to maintain the batteries, they mufr then 

retire 
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retire into the fort; and there, what morc can they do, except procure 
for themfelves the honours of a capitulation? I cannot, therefore, fee 
any ufe in thefe fortifications. In 1770, an Engliih frigate burnt three
fDurths of Falmouth, of 'which Portland was a part. In 1786, the frate 
of Maffachufetts united the othcr remaining parts of Falmouth with 
Portland, giving to the whole the common name of Portland. 

The tradc of Portland is carried on in fc\'enty lhips of various bur
then, all belonging to the town. Many of them fail to Europe, though 
oftener to the Antilles. About twenty are engaged in thc fiihcry of coo, 
which are taken among the iflands at the mouth of the bay. The 
merchants in Portland are numerous; but none among them pofiefs 
great capitals. As Portland, and the parts adj~cent, are not equal to 
the confumption of the cargoes which the fllips import in return for 
the exports; thefe are generally carried to Bofron, which is thc prin
cipal mart for foreign com!l]odities. The want of money occafions a 
greater proportion of them to be fent to the capital, than is for the 
advantage of this place: and hence, while the frore-houfes of Portland 
are neglected, the goods, which might be here bought and fold at a more 
reafonable rate, are bought by the people of this neighbourhood, at an 
exorbitant price, i~ Bofron. 

In 1785, the tOL1;c'gC of the united townfllips of Falmouth and Portland 
amounted to fi,e thoufaad three hundred and forty-one tons in the foreign 
trade; {lytcc: hundred and twenty-eight in the fifllcry and the coafring
trade; iii all, fix. ~hu:li:.;: i nine hundred and L,\.ty-nine tons. In October 

l795, the tonnage O~' the lhips, regifrered for that year, was eight thou
fand [our hundred and eight tons in the foreign trade, five thoufand three 
hundred and ninety in the coafring-trade and Elhcry; in all, thirteen 
thoufand feven hundred and ninety, eight tons. The value of the ex
ports from Portland, was, in 1791, lC\'U1L::- !-')Ilr thoufimd eight hun

dred and four dollars; in 1 IV::?, one hundred and five thoufand one 
hundred and ninety-two dollars; 1793, e,c hundred and forty-fix t1j('ll

Jand nine hundred and twenty-one dollars; 17Q4, (JIlt' hundred and fifteen 
tlH)l;(UL'~ 
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thoufand fix hundred and tweh-c dollars; 1705. one hundred and iixty-

fi\-e thoufand fix hundred and eighty-two dollars. 
There is, as yet no regular market for proyifions in Portlano. This 

iinall, though handfome, town confii1:s of about three hundred houfes, 
which may contain two thou:C'md three hundred fouls. The Prelbytc
riam have here two churches; the Epifcopalians one. Schools have 
aIfo been efrablifhed here, which are faid to be pretty good. Lots of 
ground • .for building in the town, arc at a price which may be reckonea 
high; and land, within a mile of the town, cofrs twenty dollars an acre. 
Portland is the principal town in the county of Cumberland, which con· 
tains about twenty-four thouf~md inhabitants. 

BIDDEFORD.-:\1R. THATCHER. 

The nearer you approach to Bofron, fo much-the more does the whole 
country appear to alfumean air of bufinefs and indufrry. Not a creek 
but fhips are in building, in it; -not a river's mouth fo fmall, but mer· 
chant companies are there in polfeffion of fhips, which they either hire 
out or lade on their own account: No fituation where a mill could 
frand, on which there has not been a mill erected. Falmouth, Pepper
borough, Saga, Biddeford, Kennebeck, Berwick, carryon a trade tar fu..\ 
perior to that of the [ma1l towns through which I had palfed on my way 
hither. The land is, however, neglected; but the foil is worft in the 
-immediate vicinity ofthe {ea. 

In Portland I lodged at the hou(e of Mr. DAVRES, a young lawyer, 
whom, as weUas Mr. LEE, I had feen at the houfe of General Knox, 
by whom' he is much efreemed, on account of his agreeable man· 
ners, integrity, and frill in his profeffion. At Biddeford, I fropped to 
dine ·at the houfe of Mr. THATCHER, another lawyer, whom I had 
feen at the court-houfe in Penobfcot. Mr. Thatcher is, likewife, a 
member of the Congrefs. He lives at the diftance of two miles from the 
town, in a fmall <111d mean houfe, which would be difdained by the pet
tiefi."c'O(,1t in all France. Oppofite to his houfe, on' the other fide of 

the 
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the highway, is another hut, not more than twelve feet fquare, very 
11ightly conftruCted of boards, carelefsly fixed at the foundation, and hang
ing over a declivity of the road, which is his confultation-room, his cham
ber fOr bufine(s, and his library. He has about two thouh'md volumes, 
books Df law, hiftory, morality, and general literature. He adds to it all 
new American publications, and procures from England every other new 
work, which he underftands to be valu<lhlc, and cannot find in America. 
He reads a great deal, and is a man of extentive knowledge. There is a 
pleafing caft of originality in his converfation and in his whole be
haviour: But his notions are excentric, and often falfe. He is fingular in 
his exterior appearance, ftiff and fantaftic in his principles, but liberal
minded, hofpitable, courteous, and kind. He culti,-ates a fmall piece of 
land, and lives with his numerous family in a hut in which they have 
fcarce, all, room to breathe. His doors are never ihut; even his fiudy is 
always open; yet nothing is ever ftolcn from him. Thefe fimple, unfu
fpicious manners, have procured him the efteem of his/neighbours, as be
ing an honeft lawyer. He is, in political principles, a federalift, but un
conneCted with the intrigues of that party; and, in the Congrefs, he en
deavours always to give his vote to reditude, not to party. He is not rich: 
yet has more than would be fufficient to make him live more elegantly 
than he does at prefent, if his humour would permit. His land is terd~~. 
It has been two years in cultivation. He gives it no manure; yet it yields, 
an acre, fifty buihels of maize, or forty buihels ofbarlcy, and two hundred 
buihels of potatoes. The meadows, whieh are not in a very good ftate 
of prefervation and culture, yield, from each, fix thoufand pounds of hay. 
His ploughs and harrows are of the fame indifferent make as thofe 
throughout the reft of the country. Mr. Thatcher complains, that little 
progrefs is made in the inftitution of good fehools in this country. When 
thefe ihall be fufficiently numerous, he expeCts that eyery improvement 
will advance with aftoniihing rapidity. 

Biddeford belongs to the fame commercial diftriCt with Pepperborough. 
The value of the exports was, in the year 17 U 1, twenty-fix thoufand fix 
hundred and forty-four dollars; in 1792, thirty-feven thoufand tow hun

dred 
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tired and forty-fix dollars; in ] ,93, thirty-nine thoufand and fourteen 
dollars; in 3. i94, fifty thoufand four hundred and fourteen dollars; in 
1,1.15, forty-feven thoufand fix hundred and forty-three dollars. 

The River Saga, on which B;ddeford lies, is navigable above the bridge, 
but has in its courfe p:-:an~' y·Ct()id L:l~, by which a number of mills are 
wrought, and which prefem a dl\c;{ity of pidurefque and intelefring 
views to the traveller. I'll,' \\;'yka,j,; acrofs fome rivers, which, ill we 
reach Berwick, are not hry intere:!1ing. At Berwick, the River Sdmons
fall is of confiderablc breadth; and its channel is rendered much broader 

and deeper by the influx of the tide. 

BER\VICK. 

I arrived in this difrritl:, which is very extenfive, on Tudday. That 
part in which (to adopt the language of the country) bufinefs is carried 
on, in other words, through which the river runs, lies feven miles from 
the place where I took up my abode, and yet thefe are not the two re
moteO: points. The town coniifrs of about forty houfes, which adjoin 
to one another; a great number of detached houfes ikirt the road fide, 
which I am told is the cafe throughout the whole difrritl:. The coun
try, as far as I had an opportunity of viewing it,appears to be in a better 
frate than that through which I paffed before, although the {oil is very 
fuallow and frony. The cultivation of maize, with that of gourds in the 
intermediate fpace, confritute the chief objeCts of agriculture. Rye and 
wheat are .raifed in the more difrant parts. Mr. ROGER, a Quaker, 
keeps a very excellent inn at Berwick. The guefrs who frequent his 
houfe are not promifcuoufiy mixed together; each different c~mpany has 
its feparate fitting, eating, and flee ping rooms; every thing bears the ap
pearance of the utmofr cleanlinefs, care, and attention; the {ervants are 
·numerous, and are employed both upon the exteniive farm and the bufi
nefs of the inn; the landlord and his wife are perfons of good fenfe, and 
vcry obliging in their manners; in 111Ort, this inn was a kind of pha:no
menon of which I never yet faw the counterpart. Mr. Roger does not'
p.at at the fame table with his fervants, and his wife never goes into the 

kitchen 
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-kitchen, exccpt to give infrructions, without, however, doing any part of 
the work herfclf~ They both preferve a proper authority over thcir fer
vants, and thefe cntertain a degree of refpect for them, of which I never 
met with a parallel infrance fince I left Europe. 

The county of York, in which Berwick lies, contains no more thatt 
four thoufand inhabitants, and yet is confidered, in proportion to its fize, 
a! the mofr populous, being the (malle1t in the whole province of Maine. 
Berwick is the lafr townfhip in it. The entire tract of country from 
Portland is in the mofr flourifhing frate, and yet thc foil, in the general 
opinion, is not accounted fo good as that in the \'icinity of Penobfcot. 
But then this difrrict has been longer cultivated and inhabited than any 
other part of the prov-ince. 

It: unhappily, the troubles, which there is but too much reaion tG 
dread, do not retard the progrefs of cultivation in this country, its im
provement will be rapid aJ?.d very great. The more I reflect upon this 
iubjccr, I am convinced of the importance to the profperity of this par
ticular colony, that perfons of opulence, and thofe who poffefs a prac
tical knowledge of agriculture fhould fettle in it. A country fo wretch
edly and miferably cultivated, and the climate of which renders it 
necdfary to houfe cattle in fralls fix months in the year, 1tands in need 
of very great care and attention on the part of the colonifr, and ought, 
by cultivation, to be made productive enough to yield the fupply of fo
r~ge for the winter, \\ hich is neceilary to a numerous breed of cattle. 
The foil, thercfore, muft be well prcpared, the labour maturely digcfred, 
and the plantcrs mutt poffefs an adequate capital to carry thcir plans into 
execution. It is by thde means alone that the difadyantage of the cli
mate can be ob,iated; tor climate alone is ne\'cr the eaure of great injury 
to the farmers; and thofe of the iettlers who now poffcfs little knowledge 
of agriculture) wouldprufit from the example of the more cxperienuJ, 
and opulent. 

GENERAL RE'VlAHKS ON TIlE PROn~~CE OF M,1TXE. 

Pre\-iouily to tccking: my laO:t~m:\\eH <)f Maine, I fhallotfer a few re
mark's on its hifiory, and its prefent Hate, 

Some attcmF ts to fettle a colony in this place, in the ,i~inity of i\ew-
! j ;.< :3 0 came, 



,toG 'fXA YELS IX NORTH AMERIC.-i, 

caftle, were made by the Dutch in 1625, and even at the early period pf 
1607, but without effect. In 1635, a Spaniard, of the name ofFERDI-· 
.~AND GEORGES, was prefented, by the Council of the Plymouth Society, 
with a large tract of country between the RiYers Pucataqua and Kenne
bec. This was fhortly after augmented by the En~liih Government, 
which extended the limits of Georges's jurifdiction to a greater compaf'i 
than it had hitherto done in the cafe of any individual. Georges formed 
a kind of democratical government, which continued till his death, when 
this colony voluntarily fubmitted itfelf to the dominion of Mailachufetts. 
In 1091, under the reign of William and Mary, the whole of this dif
tria: to Nova Scotia was incorporated with Maffachufetts; the terri
tories, which were then comprifed under the names of Maine and Saga
dahock, did not extend to a greater difrance than one hundred and twenty 
miles from the fea. The more remote parts were rderved to the crown. 
The American revolution has annexed the whole to the Maffachufetts. 
From the report of the committee appointed to deliver in a fratement of 
the fale of lands fince the revolution, as well as of thofe which frill re
main to be difpofed of, it appears, that feven millions four hundred thou-
1;,md acres have been already fold; that one million, which have been 
allotted, full remain to be purchafed; and that, on an average, there are 
feven millions of acres which have not been meafured, exc1ufively of a 
number of il1ands. Befides thefe lands, which are the property of the 
State, upwards of three hundred and fifty-fix thoufand acres have been 
given to the fchouls and public infritutions. 

The population of the province of Maine is computed to exceed, at 
prefent, one hundred thoufand inhabitants. According to Morfe, this 
province contains forty thouf..tnd fquare miles, or twenty-four millions 
fix hundred thoufand acres, which gives but a very fmall population of 
not more than two and a half inhabitants to each fquare mile; in all pro
bability the great quantity of land, which is vefred in the hands of the 
fpeculators in the town, is a. great drawback upon the increafe of popula

tion. The beft part of the prorince lies between the rivers Kennebec 
and Penobfcot, particularly in the difiriCl: at the difrance of ten or twelve 
miles from the [ea. 

NEW 
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NE'W HAMPSHIRE.-DO\,~R. 

On leaving the province of Maine, the traveller pa{fes through Dover 
into New Hampfhire. The greater part of the houfe3 in this vcry popu
lous diftriCl:, are fituated on the Riyer Cocheco, which empties itielf a 

little below the town into the Pifcataqua. Dover borders on a {mall 

ridge of mountains, extending between the Pifcataqua and the River 
Back, which command a profpeCl of a great number of rlvcr~, bays, cul
tivated and inhabited promontories, terminating at a con{idcrable diC· 
tance in the mountains of New Hampfhire. This proipeCt is beautitul 
and grand; a fort erected on this fpot would ye~"' advantageoufly pro
tect the entrance into the country. It is currently atierted, that the ori
ginal inhabitants, who came hither in 1630. eftablifhed themfelves 011 

this eminence; but that commercial convenience induced them gradu
ally to prefer their prefent rcfidence at Dover to this charming fpot. 
Dover is the capital of the county of Waterford, which contains twenty
four thoufand inhabitants; Dover is reckoned to hold two thoufand. 
There are two roads from Dover to Portfmouth; the one five miles 
fhorter than the other, and hordering on the fea-coaft. Thofe who tra
,-el this way crofs the river in a ferry-boat. The other road runs further 
up into the country, and paffes oyer a bridge acrofs the Pifcataqua, which 
1-vas completed only la11: year, and is, beyond difpute, the fineH in all 
America. 

This bridge is built of wood, in the form of an angle, the two fides 
meeting together on an ifland in the centre, and it is two thoufand two 
hundred and ninety-one feet in length. Notwithftanding its extent, 
it has nothing remarkable, excepting this great length, and a width of 
fiye hundred feet. It refts upon piles, but one part of it, near the iiland 
in the centre, has an arch two hundred and forty-four feet nine inches in 
width, the pillars of which on the fides do not ftand on the ground, but 

arc fupported entirely by a fcaffolding of wood. This arch, which gains 
great frrength and ftability from its pillars and fupports, rifes at its high
eft point one hundred feet above the bed"of the river, and fifty feet aboye 

30 ,2 the 
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the ordinary 'water-mark. The bridge, befides the ballufl:radc on cach 
fide, which cndofe as well this as the other parts of it, is intcrfeCted in 
the middle by pallifadoes, which run parallel with the balluihade, and 
add confiderably to the ftrength of the arch, which rij(:,~ ten feet at ·.)VC 

the len'l of the bridge, and of courft: renders the dedi I-ity on each fide 
pretty fteep. The bridge is -.'tlllueftionably fine, but en:n the little 
architl<lural knowledge which I poifefs convinces me, that the engineers 
in France ,yould be able to improve upon and beautifY it, without any 
detriment to its ftability. The reafon for conftruCting this high arch is~ 
to give the fmall vefiels, which are built on the ri,'er, or which na,-igate 
it, the means of fctiling through it, for \vhich purpofe it opens likewife 
in two other places. 

PORTSMOUTH. 

Portfmouth is fituated about five miles from this bridge, in a kind of 
bay, formed by the Pifcataqua before it difcmbogucs itfelf into the ocean. 
On the arms of the bay, or on the riYers which fall into it, lie Dover, 
Exeter, and Derham, little towns in New Hampfhire, in which a few 
fhips are built, and fome trade carried on. Portfmouth is, however, the 
only harbour in New Hampfhire ; this province, on the fide of the fea, has 
not a greater extent than from fifteen· to twenty miles. The harbour is 
remarkable for its fafc anchorage, and its great depth of water. The 
nature of its entrance, which makes it necefiary for all veifels to fail into 
it through a very narrow channel, renders its defence very eafy. 

The commerce of Portfmouth has experienced very little increafe unce 
the American revolution; on the contrary it has vifibly' fallen off with
in thefe laft five or fix years. The very confiderable number of ihips it 
formerly poifefied have been fold to other ports, and more than half of 
thofe, which are annually built here, have the {arne dcfrination*. The 
trade in fhips confritutes one of the principal branches of the cwnmerce 

,. For a more circumfiantiaI account of the trade, the tonnage and exports 'from Portf-
mouth, the reader is referred to the Diary of the Journey of 1796. , 

of 
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of Portfmouth, which is univerfally acknowledged to excel in the art of 
fuip-building. Prior to the American war, many veffcls were built here 
for England. Independently of the demand from the latter quarter being 
!topped, wood is now become much fcareer and dearer in Portfi110uth, 
and the price of fhipping is of couric confiderably advanced. \\' ood fetches 
no\y twenty dollars per ton from the timber merchants, and fifty-fin.' 
dollars per ton when \vorked up into velfels. 

Notwithitanding, howeyer, this incontrovertible decrenfc of the trade 
of Portfmouth, the value of ground in the town is moit extravagantly 
high. A lot of ground, forty feet in breadth, and eighty-four in depth 
(with a fmall quay), was lately fold for the fum of feYentecn thoufand 
[even hundred and feventy-feven dollars. In the vicinity of the town, land 
fetches, according to the nature of the foil, from thirty-three to ninety 
dollars per acre. The circnmjacent country of Portfmouth is very fine; 
the eHates well parcelled out into meadow~, although the land, which 
is the mofr appropriated to this ufe, is often encumbered with large 
rocks. In the remote parts, which, with the exception of a few difrritts, 
are {aid to be very populous, land fetches from two to three dollars per 
acre, and I am told it is very excellent. An inhabitant of Port{mouth j 

whofe cfl:ate lies about one hundred and fifty miles from that town, 
aifurcd me, that it produced, the firfr year of its being cultivated, forty, 
and the fucceeding year thirty bufhels bf \\heat per acre. But as this. 
perton has a large quantity of land to difpofe of~ it may perhaps be· no 
more than prudent to receive his aifertions with caution. Wheat cofts, 
in this diirant country, from five to fix fhillings per bufhel. In Harnp
fhire, as well as in New England, the dollar is. valued at fix fhillirigs. 

The common'pay vi' labour-ers in ,)Jew Hampfhi~e is. from fix to eight 
dollars a week, and they are pifocured without much . difficulty. The 

price of cattle is the fame as in that part of the province of Maine , which 
borders on this country. Provifions are very plentiful inPortfmouth, and 

are .foid in a market, which is extremely well fu~n'ifhed. Fire-wood fell'S 
from five to fix ·dollars per cord. ~,(11 :. ... .". ,J1,U;h: 

In the proviL1iCe only one paper is pUbliilied twice a",'eck,and that in 
Portland. 
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Portland. It has a pretty extenfi\-c fale, and is read with avidity. In New 

Hampf11ire a great varid} of newfpapers are printed. Portfmouth has 
three, Dm cr t\VO, and Dartmouth, on the river Connecticut, where the 

college is d1::abliiliclI, ha~ one. 
In Port{inouth c\'cry man is a politician, and a very warm one too. Thc 

majority an.: c, idently ayer(e to the treaty ".-ith England. The adyocatcs 
tor that mca(urc, aic.'ribe this hofrilc fpirit to Mr. LANGDON, one of the 
ten fcnators, who voted againfr its ratification. I cannot take upon myfdf 
to determine the extent of this gentleman's influence, and whether he has 

any control in this refred: over the public opinion, as no his political tran{
actions; but it is very natural to conclude, that the number of argument~, 
which han: been advanced againfr it, mufrhave made a fuong impreffion 
upon thofe, who have no interefr in the meafure. The people of America 
are, in this point, exactly in the fame predicament as the inhabitants of 

France finee the revolution, and as the Englilli are, fmce they have be
come apprehenfive of its confequences. They confider each oth~r, when
eyer they difagree in politics, as jacobins, or rafcals; or as arifrocrats, or 
rafeals. Thofe who do not admire the treaty with England are looked 
upon by the one party as guillo/iujfls, whilfr the oppofers of the treaty, 
on the other hand, decry every man as an enemy of public liberty, and as 
a penfioner to England, who does not execrate the meafure, and vote for 
the hanging of Jay, who concluded it. This violence of opinion, thefe 
political extremes, arc to be met with in a greater or Ids degree in all 
Cities. The country people, of all ranks, are very quiet, and willi for 
peace, and the due obfen-ance of the laws and good order for the fecurity 
of their harveft:s. The major part of the inhabitants do not befrow a 
moment's thought upon the treaty,; and even among thofe who do take 
it into confideration, there are many, who, at the fame time that they 
avow" their diflike to the meafure; that they place no confidence in 
" the Englilli," &c. never fail to add-" but if we had 110t ratified the 
4' laid treaty, we muft, by all accounts, have been plungedintoa war with 
4' England, and, therefore, it is well the treaty took plaoe." Still oftener 

dD we hear: H Our aged father, th( Prdident, underftauds this matter 

" much 
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" much better than ourfelves; we will, therefore, leaye it entirely to 
" his management; he will not filffer himfelf to be impofed upon." It 
muft, however, be acknowledged, that the character of the Preiident, 

which till very lately has never been attacked, i~ at prefent fubject to 
much animadveriion. 

MR. LANGDON. 

T paffed two days with this fenator, who warmly oppofed the treaty 
with England. He gave me an invitation, whilft I was in Philadelphia. 
He is a man of the firft importance in Portfmouth. He was originally 
mate of a merchant !hip, afterwards captain, and then merchant. He 
has acquired a Yery large fortune, in addition to his paternal inheritances. 
He is allowed to pofTefs great knowledge of fbip-building, in which hc has 
fpeculated deeply. It was he who built the ihip" ,yhich the United States 
of .\merica prcicntcd to France. At prcfcnt he has bade a farc\,cl to 
trade, and inveited all his property in land. During the revolution, he 
wa" a friend to Hamilton, Jay, and Madifoll; and in the debates, which 
took place on the fubject of thc new conftitution, he v,ent oYcr, on 
the icparation of the two partics, to the oppoiition. Be his political 
character, howeyer, what it may, it is impoffib!e for any man to difplaya 
greater attachment to his country, or bctter principles. Hc is extremely 
friendly, affable, and unaffected, and rc'cciYed me in the kindeft manner, 
as a frranger ought to be received, without unnecdfary form and cere
mony. He is reputed to be very rich, and his frile of living proves it. 
He has been married twenty years, and his lady appears frill as beautiful 
and fprightl)', as if fhe were only eighteen years of age. His daughter, 

Mifs EL 1Z.\, is uncommonly amiable and pleafing. 
General Knox had gi\cn me a letter of recommendation to Mr. 

SCHEEF, a merchant in the town. The known difference of their po

litical opinions did not prevent Mr. Langdon from introducing me to 
that gentleman, with whom he afterwards breakfafted in my company. 
Mr. Scheef carries on more buunefs than almofr any merchant in Portf
mouth; he was fa deeply engaged~ 'that I could only haye his company 

for a few minute!". 
There-
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There are a number of churches in Portfmouth, and, among the rdt, 

a Quaker's l11eetin\T. Very few members of this feet: retide in the town; 

thtJ are almoit ail farme~s in the circumjacent country, and, like all 

Quakers and farmers, hondt, fimple, and well behaved. 
The continucd rain occafioll~d my remaining in Portfmouth a day 

long:cr than I originally intended. Hamptonfall, where I paffed the night, 
belongs t') the proyinc<: of New Hampfhire, and conititutes the boun
daries. Mr. Wells keeps an inn in this place, which frands in high rc

pute for neatnefs. 

NE\VBURY PORT. 

Before you arriYe at Nc\'\bury Port, YGU have to crofs the river Mer
rimack, hy means of a bridge, 'which, prior to the building of that thrown 

over the Pifcataqua, was confide red as the moil elegant in all Nev,' Eng
land. It is at leait i110rter by one-third than the latter, and the arch, 
which mea[urcs only one hundred and thirty feet 111 width, is fupported 
qy a crooked piece of timber, meafuring tv,enty feet, which gi\TS the 
bridge, at firft :fight, a heavy appearance. Along the banks of the riYcr, 
bct()re you come to this bridge, lie..; Newbury Kev, town, a pretty cxten-
1i ,-e village, \\"here anum ber of !hips are built, which are afterwards 

equipped, and freighted in Newbury Port. Mr. L3.ngdon had furnif11cd 
me with a letter of recummendation to his friend JACi::'SOX, from whom 

I flattered myfelf with the hopes of reeei'ring fome infonn3.tiol1 rclatiyc 
to the town and its trade. But this gentleman being abient in Bofton, I 
was obliged to content myfdf "ith the intellig:cnce I could procure ii-om 
fame inhabitants, whom I found in the inn. I learnt that the trade r)f 
this town, which, as well as that of Port{mouth, had decayed ,"cry much 
finee the conclufion of the war, was, tor the IaH years, confiderably on 
the adYancc; that it \\as of the fame nature with that carried on at Po-rtf
mouth, and other parts of Mafiachufetts; that the quantity of tonnage 
nov'" employed by this town, amounted to .fixteen thou1and tons.; that 
the exports 'wcre valued, in 1,91, at two hundred and fifty thoufaod onc 

hundred and ninety-thre.e dollars; in 1792, at two hundred and feventy-

three 
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three thoufand five hundred and fifty-one dollars; in 1793, at three hun
dred and feventy thoufand and forty-three dollars; in 1794, at four hundred 
and ninety-five thoufand four hundred and fi,"c dollars; in 1795, at four 
hundred and ten thoufand five hundred and eighty-fix dollars; that it has 
very few fiihermen; that the harbour and moorings are good, fafc, and 
deep, the quays commodious and very extenfive. The town is almofr as 
large as Portfmouth. Unfortunately there is a fhoal of quickfands at the 
entrance of the haven, which obfrruCl:s the nayigation two or three times 
in the courfc of the year. To guard againfr the mifchief, which other
wife might befall veff'e1s, that have made long voyages, two light-houfes 
have been ereCl:ed on the coafr, one of which is moveable, and capable 
of being always frationed behind the other, according to the atl:ual fitua
tion of the pafs. By free ring their courfe direct againfr that point, at 
which the fecond light-houfe is concealed behind the firft, veff'els are en
abled to fail day and night into the harbour, without running the rifk of 
driving on the fand banks. 

Newbury Port is built on the river Merrimack. It has ten public 
fchools. A fociety of inhabitants of the town, known by the name of 
the Sea Company, have efrablifhcd a yery benevolent infritutionr confifr
ing of feveral fmall houfes on Plumb Ifland, ~which lies in the mouth of 
the river, where pcrfons, who have fuffered ihipwrcck, find fome provi .. 
fions, fire-wood, and other articles of immediate neceffity. 

Newbury Port carries on a confiderable trade with the Antilles, and 
receives molaff'es in return, which keeps from eight to ten boiling-houfes 
in employ. There are likcwifc fome breweries in the town, and a yery 
large nail manufactory, which appeared to me to be very fkilfully con· 
dutl:ed. Newbury Port contains about four thoufand inhabitants. 

The road from Portfmouth to Bofron is one continued feries of houfes, 
fllop-booths, fmall manufactories and villages. It is an uninterrupted 
garden. The road is in eyery part better than any I have ever feen in 

America. It would be confidered a delightful road, even in the moil 
beautiful difrrids of France and England. 

3 P IPSWICH. 
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IPSWICH. 

Ipfwich, one of the moft confiderable villages on this road, is fituated 
on a river, to which it gives name, and nn which fome !hips are built. 
This fmall harbour participates in the large trade carried on with Maffa
chufetts, but not fo extenfively at prefent, as in former years. 

Flax is pretty abundantly cultivated in a1l dit1:riB:s of the province, and 
fcems to thrive well. But it is faid to be in greater abundance at a greater 
difiance from the coaft, at leafi every ,,,here more fo than hemp. 

BEVERLEY. 

Bcycrley is another fmall neat village, through which the road paffes 
to Boiton. Its harbour lies on the South River. It ·is fituated on a 
peninfula formed by that and the North River. The trade of this vil
lage is confined entirely to itock-fiili., in 'which branch forty veffels are 
employed. The fiih are cured in the v-iIlage itfclf, which renders it "cry 
unpleafant to pafs through. The number of YefleIs, which fail from 
this port to Europe or the colonies, is not confiderable. Salem engroffes 
almofi the whole ti·ade. 

SALEM.-MR. GOLDHUE. 

Salem is one of the handfomeit fmall towns in the United States, and is 
feparated from Beverley only by a bridge, fifteen feet in length. The num
ber of its inhabitants, which increafes yearly, amounts to ten thoufand. 
The town, in reference to its trade, ranks with thofe of the fixth rank 
in America, and with thofe of the fecond rank in Maffachufetts. The 
tmcommonly active and enterprifing fpirit of its inhabitants is the fole 
reafon which can be afcribed for the great extent and rapid progrefs of 
its trade. This town has no cultivated land behind it to fupply its ex
ports, which in America is with juitice confidered as one' of the moft 
effential articles of commerce. Its haven is but fmall, at ebb the quays 
arc dry, and veffels of a larger fize muft even, at high water, unload a part 
of their cargo, in order to be able to reach thefe quays. Yet, notwith-

ftanding 
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{hnding thefe inconveniences, the annual freightage from this port ex
ceeds twenty thoufand tons. The vdfels employed in this fervice fail to 
all parts of the globe; twelve of them, for infrance, are engaged in the 
Eafr India trade, one of which arrived from Calcutta the day prior to my 
entering the town, after an abfence of nine months and twelve days, of 
,,~'hich thirty-two days were pafTed at Calcutta. The number of vdfels, 
confrituting the above mentioned rate of tv,cnty thoufand tons, amounts 
to one hundred and fifty, one hundred of which are in the foreign trade, 
twenty are coafrcrs, and thirty follow the employment of fii11ing. The 
exports amounted, in 179 1, to fix hundred and ten thoufand and five 
dollar~; in 1 i~j:.!, to fix hundred and fifty-feven thoufand three hundred 
and three dollars; in 1793, to eight hundred and twelve thoufand and 
iixty-iix dollars; in 1794, to one million four hundred and fifty-tv,o 
thoufand four hundred and eleven dollars; in 1705, to one million five 
hundred and four thoufand five hundred and eleven dollars. As Salem 
and Beverley ha\"e only one cufrom·houfe in common for both places, the 
exports from the latter form a proportion in this calculation, but it is very 
inconiiderable. 

With the exception of two or three large fortunes of nearly three hun
dred thoufand dollars, the opulence of the merchants is not yery great; 
but all the inhabitants find themfelves in a flourifuing condition, which 
is the Ids fubjeCl: to a reverfe, as the mode of living is ycry frtlgal, and a~ 
luxury is hitherto little known amongfr them. Hence all the profits ac
quired by trade, are re-imbarked in trade; and this accumulation of in
terefr upon intercfr infures them a large capital, by \yhich they are en~ 
abled to bear up againfr any caiual loDes. The m~jor part of the fuip
ping from Salem is freighted from Virginia or South Carolina. In theft: 
provinces of America, the land yields a greater abundance of produce. 
than the vcfiels employed in their ports will fuffice to export. Thc in
duary of the northern ports, therefore, is here ycry valuablc, the produce 
being in an inyerfc ratio to the i11ipping, compared with the fouthern 
frates. Salem exports, howcyer, annually from feyen to eight thoufand 
pounds of faIt beef, and eighteen thou1i1l1d barrels of fifu. This lattcr 

3 P :2 article 
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article has, for fome years paft, been greatly on the decline, the inhabi
tants of Salem, and the other ports, preferring the wholefale trade as 
more lucrative. The commodities imported from the Eaft and Weft 
Indies, form likewife a branch of the export trade of this port. Hemp, 
iron, Ruffia leather, are employed in the coafting trade. Few foreign 
vdfels put in here. The inhabitants of Salem fay, that their own in
duftry leaves no room for the fpeculations of ftrangers. 

An European, who fancies that a man callnot be qualified to att as 
captain of a fhip, till he has made a number of voyages, and paffed through 
a regtllar cour[e of ftudy, is not a little furprized, when he is informed, 
that the merchants of Salem entruft their !hips to young perfons, who 
have frequently been only one year at fea. As they have grown up in 
the bufinefs of the compting-houfe, they are perfectly acquainted with 
the price, the quality, and the fale of each different commodity. The 
firft year they are affociated with a fkilful fteerfmate, and act at once in 
the capacity of captain and fupercargo. Their veiIels, whatever may be 
the caufe, do not fuffer !hipwreck more frequently than other !hips, which 
are more cautioufly navigated. In the courfe of a few years thefe young 
people become merchants themfelves, the captain's profits being very 
confiderable. As they generally are appointed from the families of mer
chants, they receive affiftance from their employers. 

The inconveniences which Salem experiences from the fhallownefs of 
its harbour, fecure them againft all hoftile attacks. The entrance to the 
haven is not in the flighteft degree defended, nor is it, indeed, capable of 
defence. 

I was upon terms of great intimacy with Mr. GOLDHUE, a member 
of the Congre[s, whom I had feen at Philadelphia. The friendly recep
tion that gentleman gave me, and the patience with which he refolved 
my queftions, entitle him to the fame praife, as indeed all the perfons are 
entitled to, whom 1 met with in the courfe of my long journey. Mr. 
Goldhue is a man of ihong intellect, of very plain manners, and is very
well informed. In his political principles he is a federalift, and of courfe 
an advocate fOI the treaty with England. The town of Salem enter-

tains 
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tains the fame opinion as he does, in this refpect, chiefly on account of 
their dread of a war, which they confider as the inevitable confequence 
of the non-ratification of the treaty. 

Before I take my leave of Salem, I mufi remark. that the day previous 
to my departure, a veiTel arrived in this port from Bourdeaux, which 
brought a great quantity of filver difhes and plates, in payment for flour, 
which had been fold to France. The plate was valued by weight, and 
confiituted a part of the confifcated property of the emigrants. 

Salem is the capital of the county of EiTex, and contains, upon an 
average, fi:dy-nine thoufand inhabitants. It is a handfome town, the 
houfes are good, fmall, and neat, and perfectly accord with the manners 
of the inhabitants. Thc Senate Houfe is a fpacious, and even elegant 
building. 

Salcm has a fail-cloth manufactory, which employs a great number of 
ikil ful hands. 

This town is the fecond fettlement erected by the Europeans, in the 
MaiTachufetts. It was begun in 1622, and was the principal fcene of the 
cruelties, which ignorance, fuperfiition, and the perfecuting fpirit of the 
priefis, and their deluded votaries, inflicted, in 1692, on the pretended for
eerers. 

MARBLEHEAD AND LYNN. 

On the fame bay with Salem lies another fmall port, which, in refpect 
to its fhipping, is of greater confequence than Beverley. Marblehead, 
which is iituated in the midft of rocks, trades only in frock fifh. All 
the men are fo entirely occupied in fithing. that the town, to a firanger, 
who paires through the fireets, appears to be folely inhabited by women 
and children, all of whom have a mofi rniferable and wretched appear
ance. Marblehead has a cufiorn-houfe, and the exports from this place 
confifr in a variety of articles, the value of which, in 1794, amounted to 
one hundred and twenty-four thou[..'md dollars. 

Lynn, which is dependent upon the former place, is another fmalf 
haven, lying nine miles nearer to Bofion. It is famous for its fhoe ma

nufactory. 
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nufadory. There is fcarcely a houfe, which is not inhabited by a 1hoc~ 
maker; four hundred thoufand pairs, molt of them women's fuoes, are 
made here (Tery year. This port carries on no other trade than the ex~ 
portation of ihoes to Bolton, New York, and Philadelphia, from"w hich 
places a great number are fent over to England. A quantity are even ex.
ported directly to Europe from Lynn itfelt: 

BOSTON. 

THE :-'!OXUMEXT EHEC'TED IN MEMORY OF GENERAL W_\'RHE~~

TOXXAGE OF TIlE SHIPPIXG OF BOSTON--MR. JEFFERY--DR. 

EUSTIS, &c. 

At length, having paired through the fine and Hourifhing village of 
Charleltown, I arriyed at Bolton. Al1 the roads leading to this town 
difplay the profperity and opulence of the inhabitants in a greater degree
than the aulterity of republican manners. 

I faw this day the fimple and affecting monument of General WAR~ 
REX, -who commanded in the celebrated battle of Bunker's Hill, anno 
177 5, ",.-hich colt the Engliih. fo dearly, and taught their troops not to 
hold the courage of the republican legions in contempt, ",-hillt it infpired 
the latter with a jUlt confidence in their own prowefs. It mult here be 
remembered, that General Warren was by profeffion a phyfician, and had 
never ferved in the army. He had no opportunity of giving proofs of his 
great talents, this being the firlt action, in which he was engaged. But 
his courage and patriotifm eminently di11:inguifhed him, and that at a 
time, when there were very few of his countrymen, who did not difcover 
extraordinary energy. 

This fimplc monument is erected on the fpot where the fort frood, the 
taking of which coit the Engliih ninety officers, and fourteen hundred 
men, and in .. vh:ch attack General Warren lolt his life. It was built by 
the direc'l:ion and at the expenee of the free-mafons, of which order the 
General was grand maHer. 

- The civility of General Lincoln, commiffioner of. the cufroms for the 

fta~ 
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ftate of Maffachufetts, furn~fhed me with an opportunity of extracting 

from the regifter of the office the tonnage, belonging to the port of 
Bofton, as likewife the amount of its exports. The tonnage will amount 

this year to ninety thoufand tons; at leaft it amounted, according to the 
number of fhips regiftered, far the firfl: nine months, to fevcnty-three 

thoufand five hundred and thirty-nine tons. The laft quarter is not ex
pected to run high, on which account I have eftimatcd it at only feven
teen thoufctnd tons. In 1704, the whole year made but fixty-eight 

thoufand nine hundred and fixty-feven tons; and in 1793, no more than 

fifty-three thoufand and forty-two. Prior to this period, the law had 
not paffed, which enacts, that all fhips fhall be regii1:cred in the ports to 

which they belong. 
Of the feventy-three thoufand five hundred and thirty-nine tons, which 

have been regillered for the firft nine months of the prcfent year, fixty 
thoufand two hundred and ninety-fiye tons are employed in the f()rcign 

trade, eight thoufand four hundred and one tons are employed in the 

coafting-trade, and three hundred and nine tons confift of yeifels under 
twenty tons each. 

The exports from the port of Bofton amounted, in 1791, to one million 
one hundred and fifty-nine thoufand and four dollars; in 1792, to one mil

lion three hundred and fifty-five thollfcmd and thirty-eight dollars; in 

1793, to one million eight hundred and thirty-four thoufand eight hun
dred and forty dollars; in 1794, to two million fiye hundred and thirty

four thoufand and fifty-three dollars; in 1795, to four million two hun

dred and fifty-five thoufand fix hundred and eighty-eight dollars. In 

1788, the exports amounted to one million one hundred and forty-feven 

thoufand three hundred and fifty-feven dollars. 
It is difficult to give the imports with accuracy, becaufe the different 

com madities of which they confift, pay different rates of duty. The fum 

total of thefe duties will furnifh but a very imperfect idea of the extent 

of the importation. The number of vdfcls from foreign ports, that is 
to fay, from fuch as do not lie within the territories of the United States, 

will yield a better criterion. The veffels which put into Bofton from 

foreign 
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foreign ports, were, in 17Qp, four hundred and thirty-fix; in 1704:, five 
lmndred and fixty-feven; in 1795, feven hundred and twenty-five. In 
1784, the number was four hundred and fifty. 

In my firfr article relatiye to Bofron, I have commented on the irre
gularity of the duties paid by the inhabitants of this town; of their dif
JatisfaCtion, and the mifchief which refults therefrom. The votes are 
taken on this tax, (which is intended to defray the expences of the frreets, 
thc paYcmcnt, the watchmen, the maintenance of the poor in the hof
pital, and the free-fchools), in a public meeting of all the inhabitants, 
held the beginning of May every year. It produced lafr year upwards 
of forty thoufand dollars, making ten thoufand dollars more than the 
preceding year. 

Of the one hundred and fifty-nine thoufand feven hundred and fifty
nine dollars, which are colleCted in taxes to defray the expences of the 
government for the frate of Maffachufetts, Bofron pays for its individual 
quota twelve thou{and nine hundred and fifty-eight dollars. 

Every male inhabitant of the frate of Maffachufctts is affeffed in a 
tax, which is fixed throughout the whole frate at twenty-eight cente
iimas, or the twenty-eighth of a hundredth part of a dollar. In Bofton 
it amounts to eighty-feven centeiimas. The rife in the price of every 
artide, is the principal caufc of this extraordinary adyance. * 

Mr. J E F F ER Y, an En glifh merchant, who has reiided between fifteen 
and twenty years in Boflon, in partnerfhip with Mr. John Ruffell, re
quefred, at the time of my :firfr journey, that I would, on my return, 
t"ke up my quarters at his houfe, where I paffed my time very agreeably. 
He is an excellent, amiable man, a cheerfl,ll companion, who poffeffes the 
frank and friendly carriage, fo natural to Englifhmen. He is a bachelor, 
pofidl'cs a very large fortune, and entertains the beft company in the town 
at his houfe, among whom Dr. EUSTIS defcrves particularly to be noticed. 
The DoCtor is a moft amiaUe and well bred gentleman, pofi."effing 
great chcerfulnefs and equanimity of temper; his political principles are 

;0 For a more circurnfiantial detail of the duties, the confiitution, and laws of the fiate 
of Maifaclul1irtts, the reader is referred to the journey of 179G. 

wife 
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wife and firm; he is fuperior to prcjudic(', and his feelirtgs are tn:!y 
noble. Meffrs.Jeffery and Ruffd haye eilablifhed a yery exten{i\-~ {per:.. 
maeeti manufactory, and employ t\yO :lhips in the wI13le-fi:lhel:". They 
employ likewi{e forty labourers in their beautiful rope-prd. 

Bofron is one of the moil agreeable of towns to li\-e in, and iti inhabi
tants are celebrated through all America for their hofpitality to ilrangers. 
I met here again, to my great fatisfaction, Mr. C(!lYJt, Scn~,t')r of the 
United States for MaiElchu{etts. He Hands in high efrimation among the 
Americans, on account of his \\'CIl-informcd mind and amiable character. 
I experienced from Mr. GORE, Advocate-General of the United States, 
and a man of. talents; from Mr. SULLIVA~, Advocate-General of the 
ftate of Maifachu{etts, a gentleman of great acquirements, \', hom the 
federal partyaccufc of differing from them in poEtics; and likewife fom 

Mr, THO:\IAS RUSSEL, perhaps, the richdl:: merchant in America, :md 
who is jufily celebrated for his great benevolence, a degree of attention, 
which I cannot refrain from particularly noticing, among even the dif
tinguifhed ci.vilities which I received from every perfon in Boilon, to 
whom I was introduced . 

. :T 
HINGHAM.-GENERAL LINCOLN. 

General Lincoln, on giving me the cuilom-houfe report of the amount 

of tonnage belonging to Bofron, which I have inferted in my journal, 
fripulated with me, thqt I :lhould, in return for this fen-ice, vifit him in 
Hiitgham. ' In purfmince of my promife, I {pent twenty-four hours with 
him, on Sunday the 18th of October. General Lincoln is one of the 
oldefr Generals who ferved in the American war. He took a part in the 
whole of the contefr, was prefent in every action of moment, and ac· 
qui red among the Generals a great military name, and throughout all 
America the reputation of an excellent and honefr man. After the con· 
dufion of the war, he was entrufred with feyeral negociations with the 
Indians; and with the appeafing of the troubles, which broke out in 
Mafi'achufetts in 1 787. At length he has becn placed at the head· of 
the receipt of cuftoms; and this office, the mofr lucrative in the gift of 

3 Q the 
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the government, yields him an annual income of nearly five thoufand ~~ 
lars, he being allowed five-eighths per cent on the whole of the receIpts. 
He has to keep five clerks, who do all the bufi.nefs; but for this dra~ .. 
back he is amply indemnified by other revenues which accrue to him 
from his fi.tuation. General Lincoln is a member of the Academy of 
Sciences of the ftate of Maffachufetts. I have read a memoir, written by 
him, which contains remarks on the natural hiftory of America, made 
by him in various journies, with an account of his expedition againft the 
infurgcnts in the year 1787. They befpeak him to be a man of great 
clearncfs of head, ftudious only of the public weal. His family lives in 
Hingham; and he himfelf refi.des there, whenever his official bufinefs will 

permit. 
Hingham is famous for a number of {mall {chools, which are here 

<-

placed together, in a fort of college. They are about fourteen in num-
ber, and are attended by about four hundred fcholars. 

The foil of the {urrounding lands is almoft all fandy. It yields, all, 

acre, twenty-five bufhels of maize, and .barley and rye, ina moderate 
proportion. The meadows afford from the acre, not more than forty 
hundred-weight of hay, even at the beft. This land, too, cofts from 
twenty to forty dollars an acre. The bufi.nefs of this [mall village con
fifts in the manufacrure of tubs, pails, and all other vdfels of coopers' 
work, ·which are in common ufe as domeftic utenfi.ls. The packet-boat 
which fails between Hingham and Bofton, conveys a confi.dera1Dle quan
tity of thefe veffcls to Bofton; and of thefe, a part is thence exported to 
England. The wood employed is chiefly fir, from the province of Maine. 
General Lincoln poffeffes very extenfive eftates in this province. 

I cannot avoid doing my[elf the plea{ure of here mentioning, with due 
re1pecr, the name of Mrs. LINCOLN, the widow of the eldefr fon ofGe
neml Lincoln: fue refides in Hingham. I had an op.portunity of being 
there in company with her, during my ihort ftay with the Genera.l. . 1 
found her to be one of the moft agreeable women in all America. Sh<1 
is no lefs admired for the excellencies of her mind, than fQr the charms of 
her perfim. 

This 
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This diftriCt makes a part of the county of Suffolk. It contains a 
great number of mills for faw-ing timber, grinding corn, and waulkin~ 

cloth. Some of thefe are put in motion by the flux of the tide. 
The highway between Hingham and Plynw"th opens to the view no 

interefting prof peas. The dwelling-houfes are pretty numerou~, but are 

fcattered between the rocks and the beach. Here is a v;ant of money 
and agricultural intelligence to bring the COll:-:ty i'lto that condition of 
improvement and opulence of which it is e\idently {uiceptiUe. 

PLYMOUTH. 

The colonifts of this territory landed here in the year t 620. They 
were emigrants who had left England, on account of the~r religion, and 
were about an hundred in number. They arrived on this coaft, without 
any certain determination, where to fettle. It is faid that their choice 
was fixed, when, on a morning, they approached Cape Cod, and obferved 
a bay and a river, which reminded them of Plymouth in England. They 
landed, and obtained from the Indians the ceffion of fufficient terri
tory; conftruCl:ed huts for their habitations; cleared a part of their 
lands, and fowed corn for their fuftenance. Thefe fugitives from perfe
cution, had not been here more than two years, when they declared war 
againft the Indians, among whom they had been received, and threat
ened to expel them out of their poffeffions. 

New emigrants, from time to time, reforted hither from Europe. 
Other fettlements were formed. Force or artifice extorted from the unoJ 

fortunate Indians, new ceffions of territory. 
The war with the Indians was not of long duration. There fimple 

people made no great difficulty of relinquifhing a few acres, from which 
they had never derived great advantage. And, without any prejudice! 
againft the colonifrs, or in fayour of the natives, it may be reafonably be
lieved, that the greater part of the enormities and crimes attributed to the 
Indians, originated primarily from the conduct of the European encroach
ers Oh their poffeffions. 

The rock on which there firfr colonifh landed, is frill carefully 

i Q 2 pointed 
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pointed out to frrangers. The place they called Plymouth, In remem
brance of their native land. The rea has, fince that time, thrown up 
{and over the rock to the height of twenty feet. But the tradition of 
the firfr landing ilill prcferved the knowledge of the preci{e {pot on 
which it took place. At the dawn of the revolution, the {and was 
cleared away from it. \Vith no little toil, they penetrated at laft through 
twenty feet in depth of {and, to the yery rock. The rock was {plit into 
two parts, as it was laid bare; and this circumftance was regarded as an 
unlucky omen of the political reparation of America from England. 
The largefr half frill remains in its former fit nation ; the other was, with 
great difficulty, conveyed to the market-place of the town of Plymouth, 
where it now lies. Both are in the ftate of rugged blocks, without in
{cription, or any thing of monumental form, {uch as might indicate 
what is peculiar to them, and difringuifh them from the many other 
frones which lie around. 

This rock which, from the high veneration beftowed on it, naturally 
attracts the curiofity of frrangers, is, however, the only thing particularly 
remarkable in that place. Its trade is confined to the fifhery. Seventy 
{chooners, of from thirty to forty tons burthen each, and two or three of 
one hundred t~ns, go to the nfhery upon the bank: {orne nih on the 
coafr. The largeft of thefe "dfels carry their cargoes of nih to {ale- in 
Europe, or in the W efr India Iiles. The road i.3 {carce {ufficiently ihel
tered from the north-caft wind; and the harbour is left dry by the ebb
ing tides. In the beginning Of the war of the revolution, a.llthe vefTe1s 
belonging to this port, were either captured or burnt by the Engliill. 
Their number was greater than that of the vefTels which belong to it, at 
prefent; and its trade w;)'o, then, more confiderabIe. I know not but it . 
niay be the remembrance of what then took place, which now, fo much 
exafperates the minds.of the people of Plymouth againfr England. Arti
zans, labourers in hufbandry, failors, are all, here, in a rage, againfr the 
late treaty. Perfons of high rank likewife declare againfi it, though with 
Iefs of open and indecent fury. It is the general v.oice, that America 
ought to form an off"enfive and defenfivc league with France, and to de-

clare 
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clare ,'\'ar againfr England. But, on the other hand, I have been 3iTured 
that the richer clafs of the people are, tor the greater part, of opinion, 
that a treaty of commerce and political amity with England is indifpen
fibIy neceifary to the welfare of America. 

In addition to the fi1hery, the trade of Plymouth is in part produced 
by its forges and manufactures in iron. The works in which thefe 
manufactures are carried on, confifr, in a confiderable proportion, of mill
machinery, that is put in motion by the fmall river which here f~lls into 
the bay. As pit-coal and iron-frone, arc plentiful; from eighty to an 
hundred men are kept confiantly at work in thefe manufactures. The 
town contains about three thoufand inhabitants; and their number is 
annually augmented. 

The exports from Plymouth amounted, in the year ] ,91, to fifteen 
thoufand eight hundred and forty-four dollars; in 1792, to twenty-eight 
thoufand nine hundred and forty-five dollars; in 1793, to twenty-nine 
thoufand four hundred and twenty-feven dollars; in 1794, to thirty
five thoufand four hundred and fifty-two dollars; in 1 ,U5, to fifty-two 
thoufand fix hundred and thirty-eight dollars. 

I had a letter of introduction to General WARREN, an old, grey
headed man, who was much employed during the war of the revolu
tion, but rather for the economy of the army, over which he had great 
influence, than on account of any ability he could be fuppofed to poilers 
for actual fcrvicc in the field. He is now an old man, and very feeble. 
His wife is as old as himfelf, but much more li\-ely in converfation. Like 
the other ladies of America, :!he has read a great deal on a nriety of fub
jeCts. She has even publifhed one or two volumes of tales, which are 
much efreemed; and has written a hifiory of the American revolution, 
which her hufband and ihe have, with great prudence, reiolved not to 
fend to the prefs while they live, but to leave for publication after their 
death: the truth may then, they fay, be fafely declared. In the mean 
time, this work has been read, in whole or in part, by feveral friends, 
who give it the character of an impartial and well-written work. This 
old lady, at the age of {cycnty, is truly interefting; for :!he has 10ft nc:i-

JIItll ther 
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thrr the aCE \-ity of her mind, nor the graces of her perf on ; though fhe 
frill laments the death of a ion fhe loft in the war, with the {arne ten· 
dernefs and carndt forrow as on the day on which he fdl. She frill 
reads his letters, has his portrait conftantly ill her view; but notwith
{landing all this f(md attachment to his memory, is equally affeCtionate 
tu her ilm-iyinp; children. One of thefe, I faw at the houfe of General 
Lincoln, ,,-ho had likewife fuffered, during the war, by the lofs of his 
leg, in a fca-fight, on board a frigate. This refpeL9:able lady is de{cended· 
fi'om a family who are like herfclf diftinguilhed for genius and lite
rature. She is fifter to Mr. OTIS, a lawyer d great rep-cltation in 
MafEl.chuletts, \\ ho had a confiderable iliare in the revolution, and is 
faid to be a man of great merit. He is father to Mrs. Lincoln, whom I 

mentioned above. 
Plymouth is the principal town of the county of the ['tme name, a 

diftria that contains twenty-nine thoufand inhabitants. The foil is 
rugged, and not very fertile; but it is full of iron orcs, which fupply 
materials for yery confiderable iron manufaaures. 

DISTRICT OF NEvV BEDFORD. 

The road from Plymouth hither, is tedious and very imperfeCt. Ply
mouth lies at the difrance of not more than thirty miles from New Bed-
ford; and both thefe towns belong to the fame frate. Yet, fo rare is the in
tercourfe between them, that no perron in Plymouth could inform me of 
the direCtion of the road to New Bedford, farther than for the firfr fix 
miles. Amidfr continual enquiries concerning the road which is little 
ufed, and interfeCled by many crofs paths, I wandered out of my way. 
I was, befides, mifled by the mifchievous waggery of a dumb man, 
which fent me afrray fiye miles farther. _But few houfes are to be feen in 
this trad, and thefe lie at wide difrances from one another. The ground 
is rugged, and the foil fandy. The woods, which extend all the way, 
confifr chiefly ,of firs and birches, mofr of which are likely to be burnt for 
charcoal. The burning of charcoal is the only fort of indufrry in which 
the -people are feen to be engaged, along the whole road. There is 

abundance 
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abundance of iron-frane, fufficiently xich in ore for working, here as well 
as at Plymouth. There is q every where an air of poverty, the effect 
either of a poor or of an ill-cultivated foil. I had great pleafure in falling 
in with two negro families, who live here on fmall poifeffions of their 
own, which they maintain in as good a frate of culture, as thofe of their 
neighbours. Such initances are not rare in the {tate ofMaifachufetts. 

A heavy and inceffant rain, by which I was wetted to the {kin, 
obliged me to halt at Middleborough, at a fmall inn, the landlord of 
which was concerned in the iron-works. The iron-ore is found in Pond 
Allowamfct, in great plenty, either at the furface or at the depth of a 
fingle foot under water. This red ore fometimes contains a fourth part, 
fometimes not more than an eighth part of pure iron. The ore is dragged 
from under the water, in nearly the fame manner as oyfrers are raifed 
from the bank. It is now, however, much lefs abundant than formerly. 
A man who, fifteen years fince, would have been able to gather two or 
three tons in the year by his own labour, can now fcarccly procure one 
ton. Another pond adjacent to Middleborough, yields this ore in greater 
quantity; but it is deeper, and confequently the ore is leis eafily to be 
raifed from its bottom. 

The mafrers at this work cam forty dollars a month; the common 
workmen are paid at the {arne rate as the labourers in hu(bandry, which 
affords them {even or eight dollars a month. Land cofrs two dollars an 
acre, unkfs when it is fuppofed to contain iron-ore; and in this cafe, 
the price is higher or lower, according to the degree of its richnefs in ore. 
This inn frands at eighteen miles dif1:ance from Plymouth. Its beds were 
full of workmen from the forges and nail-makers; but the landlord pro
mifed me a bed as {oon as the rain fhould ceaie. The rain continued to 
fall, till it was too late to reach New Bedford that night; I was, there
fore, obliged to halt, after travelling five miles farther, at an inn of 
mean appearance, which hunger and fatigue made me regard a$ com-
fortable. I . .-: 1 

Next day about noon, I entered New Bedford. 
years ftllCe this town was founded. It was one 

It is not above thirty 
of thofe places which 

fuffcred 
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:fllffaed the moil: during tltc \"-J.r of the revolution. Ships, warehoufesJ 

d'>'I'elling-houfes, were trll burnt by the Engli111. The loiTes which 
the town fuffered, exceeded three hlJndred and thirty thoufand dollars. 
Trade did not foon revi\"c; but is now, howcver, at a greater height 

than e\er. 
The diil:ricr of Ne,\' Bedford comprehends h\'C finall fca-port to\m:;

Kew Bedrord, \\'drport, Rochdter, Wareham, and Dartmouth. The 
----.. f~ lUI" Jail: of thefe are, properly ipeaking, only docks for ibip-building. 

Moil: of the 1hips built in them find immediate fale, either at New Bed

ford or in fome otha harbour belonging to the United States. There 

belong. at prefent, to thofe few towns, twenty veiTels, of from thirty 
to eighty tons burthcn cach, which are employed in the coafiing-tradc, 
all except tno or threc, which go to the fiibery upon the great bank. 
:r-,"ew Bedtord is a place of greater trade than the others; builds more 

ydTels; and Aas a good road, which is at lcail: excellently fheltered 
from the taft wind. The land round New Bedford is, in general, far 
from fertile; and there are many other fea-port towns on the coafi of 
Mailachu{etts. The exports from this place are therefore confined to 
fruit, pul1c, maize, faltcd fldh and fiib, with fome coarfe iron-work. 
Thdc veiTels arc not always freighted from this port, but are u[ually 
hired by the merchants belonging to it. Thofe from New Bedford are 

engaged chiefly in the whale-fiibery, which is confiderably [uccefsful 
nigh the ifland of Nantucket, at five and twenty miles difiance from 
New Bedford. 

New Bedford employs, at prefent, twelve vciTe1s in the fiibery, each 
from one hundred and fifty to two hundred and [eventy tons burthen. 

Nantucket fends out thirty veiTels; Bofion, two or three; Rhode-Wand, 
one. 

THE \VHALE-FISHERY. 

Whales are found on the coail: of Brazil, and in the Pacific Ocean in 
the fame latitudes, in the Weft Indian Seas, and as far eafiward as to the 

Cape of GoodHope, from the eighteenth to the twenty-fifth degree of lati-

tude. 
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tude. The mode in \yhich they are taken, is well known; but I bcli.;:,'c 
the information I am enabled to offer poiTeiTes [orne fhare of novelty. 

The defiination of the fiihing-voyages is [0 [ettled, that the return of 
the fhips is expected within the courfe of from ten to eighteen months 
after their dep:uture. The fifhing is not always alike fucccfsful. But. 
it never fails to afford the owners a profit of at leafi twenty per cent upon 
the adventure, the expences of fitting out which are very confiuerable. 
Befide the cofi of the "eiTel, there are alfo to be reckoned. the C"::'Clh.:<: 

of two boats, of lines, harpoons, axes, kettles, barrels ,\~ith iron hOOp5, 
and provifions for the crew, to the amount of fiye or fix thoufand dollars. 
The crew receive no wages, but have a certain fhare of the blubber. 
The captain has a fifth part; the pilot a five-and-fortieth, or a fixtieth part 
of what they take. A veiTel of two hundred and fifty tons burthen will 
return with two hundred and ten or two hundred and twenty tons of 
blubber, befide the whalebone. In 1793, the medium price of blubber, 
Qr whale-oil,~ was fixty-fiye dollars a ton. The blubber of the fpermaceti
whale was at the rate of one hundred dollars a ton; that of other whales, 
fifty-fiv<f dollars a ton; thefe lafi are very plentiful in the feas. The price 
is now twice as much. The increafe of price is owing to the extraordi
nary demand for train-oil and fpermaceti-candles, and to the fmall num
ber of the :£hips, which have lately gone from Europe upon the whale
fifhery. The captain's profits from a fuccefsful voyage amount to be
tween eight and nine hundred dollars for common years, but at prefent 
to between feventeen and eighteen hundred dollars. 

A fhip of one hundred and fixty tons is manned with a crew of fifteen 
perfons. Of thefe, twelve man the two boats in the purfuit of the whales; 
while the other three remain on board. Larger veiTels have a third boat and 

fix additional hands. The blubber, .which has been barrelled at fea, is to 
be again put into fre1h barrels, and cleared from a {ediment that is formed 
in the barrels, before it be carried to market; for though the fediment 
be as fit as the refi for ufe in the {oap-works, yet the oil in which it 

appears is regarded as of inferior quality in the European market. Thi~ 

(ediment, and a fort of white flefh, which is found in the head and belly 
3R ~ 
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of the whale. are then fqucc;';"c! in a prefs. A new quantity of oil of the 
beft quality is thus obtained. The reildue, which remains after the fira 
preffing. is put again into the prefs, and more forcibly fqueezed than b~
fore. It affords a certain quantity of oil; aud it is the produce of tlllS 
laft fqueezing which, atter undergoing a boiling, is poured into moulds, 
and forms fpermaceti candles. There are fold for haIfa dollar a pound. 
Thofe which are fpermaceti-fifhe3 yield this matter in great quantity. 
In their heads alone there are often five or fix tons of this matter; though 
the other whales have the head differently compofed, and do not affo;'d 
above a quarter of a ton out of each head. Thus all 'whales yield more 
or lefs of this matter "hich is fa much valued as a material for canclle5. 

The vdfels for the fifhe~y are built withoL~t any Ycry remarkable pecu
liarity of ftruClure. Only, there frands, between the mafrs, a great caul
dron for the making of the oil, and the openings on the decks are 
made unufually wide, in order that the barrels may be the more eailly 
moved up and down. The oil, \-\hen it is hot, is apt t to penetrate and 
injure the wood of a newly built "efid; and, on thisaccoupt, it is ufual 
to fend fhips o!! a voyage or two to Europe before employing them in 
the wha1e-fifhery. Thofe merchants, who are concerned in this lifher", 
are accufromcd to purchafe veifels which have been built two or three 
years. The alterations neceilary, to fit them for the ufe of the fifhery, 
are inconilderable. 

From all that I had hea,rd or read, I )vas lead to think the whale
fifhery to be a very perilous employment to the men who arc engaged 
in it. They muft meet, as I fhould have fuppofe~I, with .mG.ny un
happy accidents. I have, however, been afi'ured of the contrary. The 
fleet from Nantucket, confiHing of thirty vcifcls, did not lofe" lafr year" 
a fing1e man; this year the) haye lofr but two men., People here can 
fca~cely ~ecolleCl a fingle infrance of any perfon loilng his life from any 
aCCident 111 the fifhery. Ncitherll.en~ nor in Nantucket can any infrance' 
be mentioned of a man's having been kill,ed or hurt by any of the whales. 
The boats are indeed, often overturned by the whales. :' , , 

Hudfon's Bay, and the f-cas adjacent to the coafrs of Greenland and 

Labrador,. 
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Labrad,)r, abound more than thefouthern {eas, in whales, and thofe of a 

larger uze, and {uch as afford oil of a better quality. But the ic~, which 

floats there in yafl: mafies, renders the fiihing much more dangerous in 
thefe northern latitudes. One of thefe mafles of ice {hiking againft a 
fhip is {ufficient to dafh it in pieces. Eeudes, the {hips cannot remain at 

rea, for a fufficicnt length of time, upon the coaas. Some American 
{hips repair to that fifhery as they return from Europe; hut, in general, 

the whalc-fiihery in the northern iC,1, is abandoned to the Euronc:ll1 fifher-
• L 

111en. 
Although the fijhery on the coafts of Africa and the Brazils be ftill fuf

ficiently fuccdsful, yet it is thought that the numbers of the whales in 

thofe parts begin to be diminifhed. The reafon affigned for this is, that 
fuch a number of the fa males of this fpecies are annually ddl::royed, with
out which the young ones can neither be produced nor nourifhed imme
diately after the birth. (The Englifh call the males, females, and young 
of the whale,-bulls, cows, and calws). 

Twenty years fince, whales were confiderably numerous on the coails of 
America. Even within thefe fix or feven years, whales were to be found 
here, though not in fuch numbers as formerly. At prefcnt, it is thought 
a very remarkable occurrence, if one fuouJd happen to be {een in thefe 
parts. The 'whales have been frightened entirely away, fa (tnt two or 

three fhips call hardly procure a tolerable freight for the {2il(')I1, by fiihing 
in thefe feas. The fpcrmaccti-whales have been found chiefly in the 1'1-

dian ocean, on the coafts of Africa and Madagafcar, .in the Pacific ocean, 
and on the coafts of Peru and Chili. 

Train-oil and fpermaceti-candles are brought into different fea- porte; of 
America by fhips belonging to New Bedford, which has alfo two or three 

yeffcls employed in the trade to Europe. Twenty ihips bc]u'~:..:;i!1g to the:

{arne ports are conftantly engaged in the coafl::ing-trade. But this laa 
trade is fo languid that the cuilom-houfe dues ari{ing from it, t:l[ the firft 

hine months of the year 1795, did not exceed two hundred and ninc~ccn 
dollars. During the whole year 1700, it yielded but one IllG~,.cd and 

fifty-fix dollars. As to the amount of the yearly eX}Vlrt3 from New B"d-

3 R Z L)rd, 
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ford; the value of there was, in the year 179'1, twenty.fix thoufand three
hundred and forty.four dollars; in the year 1792, twenty·feven thoufand 
one hundred and feventy.fix dollars; in 1793, twenty·feven thoufand 
eight hundred and forty-four dollars; in 1794, eighty.two thoufand and 
cighty-fiyc dollars; in 1795, fixty-two thou{.'md two hundred and two 

dollars. 
The harbour lies at the diftance of eight miles from the mouth of the 

river Acchuffnet. The anchorage is excellent. That part of the breadth 
of the riYer, which is navigable to veffels of a certain burthen up to the 
town, is very narrow; the reft of the river being \'Cry fhallow, and full 
of rocks. The harbour i3 betides prote8:ed by a fort, beyond which fhips 
entering it cannot proceed more than a quarter of a mile. The river 
AcchuiTnet pours its waters into the bay of the fame name. This bay, 
has alfo a communication with Buzzard Bay, which is feparated from the 
bay of Cape Cod by an ifrhmus of the breadth of three or four miles. 
There is a project for cutting a canal through the ifrhmus. 

The trade ofKew Bedford is almoft all in the hands of Quakers. About 
one-half of the inhabitants are of this fed:. They are, in general, an ho
neft, frank, orcierl,\', fet of people. I received a pretty full account of 
them from \V ILL I A 1\1 Res II, He is proprietor of fix veifels. His family 
has been, for fome generations, engaged here in trade. With the moil 
obliging readinefs to fatisfy any enquiries which are made of him, he 
joins an uncommon clearnef'i of ideas. His father is one of thofe inhabi
tants of Kantucket whom M. DE CALO~NE invited to Dunkirk. to in
troduce the bufinefs of the v,hale-fifhery into France. In 1786, Ruih be
i!<.ln the bufinefs of the whale-fithery at Dunkirk, with not more than 
t,,"O 1hips; and, in the year 1793, no fewer than forty fhips failed from 
Dunkirk to the whale-fifhery, Certain it is, that trade and mercan
tile opuler.cc were rapidly increafing in France, at the time when the 
revolution commenced, and the prefent war broke out. When liberty 
fha~l b~ fecurely and permanently dtabliihed in France, that a8:ivity, 
whIch IS a well-known charatl:eriHic of liberty, will be much more alive 
than n'er, to the improvement of eyery branch of indufrry and com-

merce. 
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meree. Perfons of all ranks will then take a part in whatever can aug
ment the honourable opulence of the land; and our country will be raifed 
to the highefr pitch of profperity. 

This worthy Ru:Ch, who is now ,fixty-fiye years of age, has all the acti
vity of a young man. He went to France with thong prejudices againfr 
it; yet, nothing lefs than the crimes and diforders which he there wit
neff'ed would have been fufficient to make him leave that country and 
return to America. He loves the charatter, the fprightly manners, the 
mode of doing bufinefs, which prevail among the French nation. He is 
pleafed with the integrity of the French merchants, and delighted with 
the climate of France. He fpeaks, in :Chort, as a -Frenchman; but, he 
abhors the crimes which have attended the revolution. Of its exceff'es 
he judges for himfdf with tendernefs, yet with difcernment. 

TOWNSHIP OF NEW BEDFORD; COUNTY OF BRISTOL; VALUE 
OF PRODUCTS, AND OF LABOUR. 

In the country round New Bedford, where the foil is, in general, of 
moderate fertility, confiderable numbers of oxen are annually fattened for 
the fupply of provifions to the :Chips in the harbour, and to thofe even 
which belong to Nantucket. Land cofts from twelve to eighteen dollars 
an acre. Beef is fold at the rate of fix-pence a pound. Flour is here 
{carce, as well as in all the other fmall towns of l\1uff'achufetts. It cofts 
at pre{ent from thirteen to fourteen dollars a barrel. The bread is com
monly made of maize and barley; and this is indeed the ufual bread 
throughout the whole frate. Bifcuit is the only ",heaten bread to be 
found in the inns. The wages of all forts of ordinary labourers are at the 
rate of from ei~ht to nine dollars a month. Ships coft from forty to 
forty-two dollars a ton. New Bedford lies in the county of Briftol, of 
\vhich the head-town is Taunton. This county contains about thirty
eight thoufand inhabitants, and is remarkable for the great almnddl1ce of 
iron-ore which it affords. A copper-mine was here lately opened for the 
firfr time. 

RHODE 
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RHODE ISLAND.-NEWPORT.-:\lR. ELEM. 

The road from Ncw Bedford to Rhode Wand, like that from Plymouth, 

is rugged with rocks and loofe frones, and leads through a Lilly traB: of 
country. You pafs throu;h the townfhip of \Vdrp():·c. and ncar that 
part of the riYer where vdfcls are built, vvhich take in their cargo at the 
difiance of a mile below. Only tvYO fchooners bcl()n~~,.:d to ::llis port; bc:t 

of thefe one has been recently wrecked on the -coart of S"dcm, on its re

turn from a voyage to the province of lVIainL:. 
The boundaries of the frate of Rhode Wand commen-ce at the difrance 

uf three miles on thi6 fide of the bay, at a place caBed u(1.1a11y Eafi Paf· 

fage, where it is propofed to build a bridge for the purpofc of connecting 
the ifland with the main land. This pailage is Hut broad, and the depth 
of the \Yatcr is thirty feet. But, the tide flows and ebbs 'with fnch a 
ftrength of current, that the toil of erecting the bridge cannot but be 
extremely difficult, and it will be no eafy ta1k to give it perfect 1ta

bility. 
This ifland exhibits a continued fuccdlion of meado,,;s and fields of 

maize. Barley is likcwifc produced here in confidcrable abundance. The 
breweries of Philadelphia and New York f1.1rnifh an ;,td.-antageous market 
fi)r this 1aft article. Formerly this ifland ,\'as e~:lctlii\-cly covered with 

fruit-trees and other v;ood. But thefe the Englifu deferl 'yed during the 
war. The foil is light, fandy, and, in general, unimproyed by manure 

or ikilful tillage. The medium produce of the meadows is a ton of hay 
per acre; the ground under tillage yields., an acre, twenty-five buf11c1s of 
maize, or one hundred b1.1fhels of potatoes. There are inftances of greater 

prouuce; but thefe occur only where particular land-holders haye culti
vated their ground with unufual intelligence and care. In the neigh

bourhood of Ne·.vport, where dung can be purchafed for the eaiy .ex
.pence of half a dollar the ton, the land is more plentifully manured, and. 
in confequence of this, yields even to the amount of ninety buihels of 

maIze per acre. But, fuch infrances are rare, and occur only where the 

foil 
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foil is both naturally rich and well improved by manure and tillage. The 
common extent of the farms is feventy acres. Some fmall number of 
them contain two hundred acres; and three or four, even four hundred 
acres. 

The farm of SAMUEL ELEM, to whom I had a letter from vVilliam 
Rulli, is four hundred acres in extent. He is the only farmer in the iiland 
who does not pcrfonally labour upon his ovm ground. He is an Engliih
r an, from Yorkf11ire. He came hither as a merchant before the revolu
tion. The length of his necdfary fray gave him a fondnefs for the coun
try, and inclined him to fettle in it. He liles in a (nug {mall houfe, fiye 
miles from I'-:-ewport, and near to Eaft Paifage. Agriculture is the only 
bufinefs that he now follows, He does not boafr of having found it, as 
-,'ct, very profitable. But, he finds the condition of life agreeable, and 
fufficiently fufceptible of improvement from his turn for curious obft:r
vation, and his attention to the proceifes of nature. This farm, on 'Nhich 
he has been fettled thde fix years, begins to be in a good flate of cul
tivation. The franc i~.·nccs inclofing his fields are hi:::',her and better 
than any I have feen in Maifachufetts. His meadows are in a ltate of 
improvement and fertility, which is confiderably profitable. But the dif
ficulty of procuring labourers frands greatly in the way of all agricul
tural improvements in thefe parts. As Mr. Elem is the only farmer in 
the iiland who does not labour with his own hands, fo he often meets 
with a contradic1ory fpirit in his working-people, who are apt to think, 
that their toil mufr make them more ikilful in hufbandry than their idle 
mafrer. His cows and oxen arc dii1:inguiihed as fnperior to thofc of the 
rell: of the iiland, which, however, are, in general, yery good. His iheep 
are of the befr fort. Their wool is eafily fold at the price of a <luarter of 
a dollar the pound, and each fleece yields two pounds and a half. In 
itlmmer he keeps from one hundred to one hundred and fifty, but in 
winter reduces this number to fixty. From the fir:Cc of December to the 
fifteenth of May, he keeps his cows and oxen in fraIls; but that is not 
the general practice of the farmers in the iiland. Either from poverty or 

prejudice, moll: of them have no cow-houfes. They put up their hay in 
the -. 
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the meadows; and giyc daily, in winter, a certain quantity .of it to the: 
cattle in the open fields. There falls fo little fnow in the iile, that no 
great harm {eems to refult from this praL9:ice. Only thc horfes and the 

milch-cows arc frallcd in winter. 
The chcefc of Rhode I11and is famous throughout all America; but 

the only cheerc which thcre parts now furniih for exportation is from 
the ifles of Connanicut and Block, which make part of this frate. On 
Rhode Ifland itfclt: few of the farmers keep fuch a number as to pro
duce more cheefc than is necdTary for their domeilic ufc. 

The following reafons are affigncd for the poycrty of thc farmers of 
Rhode-Wand. It is ufual for the young people, at the age of thirteen, 
to leave the family of their parents, and to go into the rCiTice of others. 
The parents find it vain to endeavour to detain them; for, if not per
mitted to do as others do, they will not work at home. In confequencc, 
other labourers are to be hired; and that accumulation of frock is materi
ally hindered which might be befr produced by the joint labour of a whole 
family, "\vithout hired affifrance. Befides, fo many are difpofed to be
come farmers for themfelves, even without any adequate frock, that la
bourers ar..: not to be procured for any reafonable hire, even in cafes of the 
mofr urgent neceffity. 2. It is a difadvantage alfo to the agriculture of 
this territory, that it is every where adjacent to the fea. The young peo
ple haye, in confequence of this, been long accufromed to prefer a fea
faring life to hufbandry, becaufe the former affords higher wages in mo .. 
ney, and is morc grateful to the roving fpirit of inexperienced youth. 
Even the rdident farmers are tempted to join the fiihing with the toils of 
hufbandry, as the fiihing affords, at all times in the year, a very plentiful 
fupply tor the nourifhment of their families. They, confequently, take 
Ettle care to improve the foil to its highefi pitch of cultivation. The 
fame thing may be faid of the inhabitants along all the fea-coafr of Ame
rica. 3. There is a want of a r.egular and profitable market for the fuper
fluous produce of the ifle. There is, indeed, a market-place in the town 
of Newport; but the farmers rarely bring their grain hither for fale; nor 
do thoft: who are ill want of it refort to this market to fupply themfelves. 

The 
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The farmers bring their j~ ,'jh, corn, 0.';)11" and peate to the town, and 

there place it in houfes for file. \Vhen purchafers do nut "<lppear, as is 
"ften the cai~:; the quani:ity is far ;',";11 being 1t(c:(ic;Jtl:.' cnnij(:cral-le 

to become an c,lj'2d i If C()1111",ucial f]',c~';:~J:,:(}ll fJr {(ire:;;n e:"pnrt, b 

the merchant~, .1. Til,;'C is illCh ;:i1 cxtr:?me (-:"'1 ;,\ of \v:)(,d. that no 

ftrl1"'r ",l'lI is in y" .. ·t Cf;4 can f'u·-r-'" 1';'o,i~,I}- ::t a lc(s C':CC th,;!1 four '- ~-~ l ~<..~1 ... J ... _, Jl t'l--} .J • ..t ..... _ ..... 1 ... 

arnve dollars a conI. 't, con(equcncc (}f tlli·; want of trees, the v.j}olc 

iilall .. l is tl') much exp,y;;.::d to t;"2 \\in('.'. "yhic;l often J:,]O\\' oyer it ,-';ith :1 

\'Cry tWcJ)1cfome "il,leEce. Tl1l':-c has been a ll';narkable ditj-~rcnce in 

tb: produce of ffuit ll';cm the farm:; of this iil:. eYer iinec the grcat trees , ) ) 

,\ere defiroyed by the En~.d:ih durin~~ tk \var. 5. The ckdi,),,; to aU 

placc5 in the go', ern i'j,CI t. am~ t \) tI1l lcgiflative rcpreicn tat:on, ;tre re

'1e\', Lcl eycry fi·,: months; and the frequellt journies and public meeting~ 

"which thclc occailn[l, feem to withdraw the :lttl'llLi'lIl of thefe people, 

in too great a lk;rcc. from their huibandry, Ii, Lai1:ly, the people of 

Rhode-Wand a;-c fin:,,:ubtly illiterate. Scarcely has the whole iiland a 

fingle well-conducted free-fchool; filch is the oppofition nf pn:judice to 

cyer}' thing of this nature. The public records of the fmall fiate of 

Rhode-Ii1and are in ;crcater diitmkr than thofe of anyone clfe; and 

tbis diforder is a prim;try cauie of the ignorance of its inhabitants: fa 

that all their de(cd~ in the refpecr of knov"'ledgc, arc plainly to be 

charged to the mifc(;l1<iuct of their rnlcr:, , 

The price of land varies, throughout this ifland, from five and twenty 

to fi,-e and thirty dollars an acre. It has r(;~l:lint'd the fame for thefe fix 
years; and its rife feems to be preyented h:,' the exorbitant price of la
bour. In the to\Yl1illip of I'~l'v'lort, land is fold J(,r~~, · .. h:lt lk:!rct than 

dit,\\·herc. 

Approaching ~C\vr{\lt, you fee the hei~ht, where thl' Englifh Ion:; re

mained, when they "\-vere mafier;;; of the to\\n. Thl'i'{ciz~·d thofe hei'~-h(~ 
"" - <---

~,~ till" nFJ!l1':nt ()f th::ir landing, 

i\c\\p;.:;rt is account:::d tbe chief town of tLc fh~c of f..]wdc- Iihnd, It 

I'~ the mot1: ancient; the ci· il,;til'~ of the fiate hold their a{1cmblies in it: 

j.-;:,.;- Prc:'i:tlc!1(s is ',:wrc pop1l1o]E. and carn('scn J. mnrc- lc,nJidcnb;e 

3 S 
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trade. Before the war, there were in Ne"\~port ten thoufand inhabitants; 
in Providence, not more than one thoui~md. Providence now contains 
feven thoufand; Newport, but five thoufand inhabitants. Many of the 
richer inhabitants of Ne\vport have dderted it. A number of families for
iakina- this town in the time of the revolution, while it was in the pof-

b 

jeffion of the Engliih, retired to Providence, and fettling there, have 
never iince been induced to change their refidence. Thoie, on the other 
hand, who were attached to the caufe of England, went away with the 
Engliih troops, when thcfe were obliged to evacuate the iiland. Politi
cal ditientions, \yhich long diihacted Rhode-Wand, contributed farther 
to this deiertion of Newport. It is only within thefe 1a11: t\'\o or three· 
years, that its trade has begun to reviYe. It has t\\Th"e vefiCls of fome 
coniiderable burthen, engaged in the trade to Europe; two or three 
which fail to the coa11: of Guinea for cargoes of negroes, "\vhich they 
bring for fale to Georgia and the \Ve11:-Indi3. Iiles; forty more, which 
are employed in the coa11:ing-trade, and fail only for the colonies. The 
coa11:ing-trade is that which the people of this town chiefly prefer. 
The amount of the exports from Newport ,n.s, in ] jO 1, of the yalue of 
two hundred and [e,"enteen thoufand three hundred ahd ninety-four dol
lars; in 17Q~, two hundred and fixty thoufand three hundred and thirty
[eyCl1 dollars; in ] 793, two hundred and ±orty-fncn thoufand cj~ht hun
tired and fifty dollars; in ] 704, three hundred and eleven thoufand one 
hundred and ninety-fiye dollars; in 17Q5, three hundred. and jc.:Yenteen 
thoufand eight hundred and iixty dollars. 

Barley is the principal article of agricultural produce, which it fur
nillies for exportation. The il1es of Conn ani cut, Patience, and a third 
that lies in the bZl;', are ufually fown with corn, in preference to any other 
article of crop. Some little wood from that part of the fiate "\\ hich is. 
contiguous to the main-land, as well as in an adjacent part of Maffa
clmfetts; and large quantities of flax, an article much cultivated here' 
are annually exported out of Newport. The barley exported from Rhodc~ 
Uland, is freighted rather on board the ihips from Providence, than in 

thofe from Newport. The !hips from Providence carry it cLidl), into 

the. 
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the fuuthern frates, from which they bring, in return, other cargoes, 
either to fome port in the United States, to Europe, or to the Wefi
India I11es. 

The houfcs of 0~L"\"POit are almofi all very {mall, and mifcrably bad: 
they are of wood, and not painted. In the town, nery thing wears the 
appearance of decay; but the harbour has a thew of. opulence and active 
commerce. The yicinity of the fea, the {paciou{nef~ and 1ccurity of the 
road, its eafinefs of uccefs, and its convenient fituation, render it a very 
commodious fhdter for vdre1s going from the {outhern parts of the main
land of America, towards the northern, or ±loom the north fouth\·;ards. It 
is indeed more frequented than any other port, by foreign j}J:jls. ~kw

port, with all thde advantages, feems to be naturally dci1:ined to h~C()!lW 
a harbour for thips of ,nr, \\"hene\"er the United St;,tc~ thall ailume tht; 

confequence of a Naval Power. It will then, no doubt, be more care
fully fortified, than at prefent. A fort on Goat-Wand, and a battery on 
the oppofite fhore, are the only means of defence which it po{fdrcs at 
prefent, and are certainly inadequate to protect its entrance. The firft 
power \\"ith which the States fhould be at war, would find thefe unable 
to oppoic any naval force "\vhich it thould fend to occupy the harbour. 
Goat-Wand has been ceded by the fiate of Rhode-Wand to tk: United 
States. 

In Rhode-Wand there is the fame freedom of religious worfhip and 
opinions, as in Pennfylvania. Baptifis and Quakers are the moil: preyail
ing fccts; but the people in general, in this ifland, are far from being 
1"el~f{ious o~~'(}"lJilidl. In the whole ifland, which is fifteen miles long and 
three miles broad, there is no church, except at :~ewport; and to this the 
country-people do not refort aboye four times in the year. The people 
of this Hate are reputed to be indolent, quarreli~Jl11e, and litigious. Thcic 
faults of character, ifjuftly imputed, are futncient to account for their 
poverty. There is faid to be a great uncertainty of political opinions in 
Rhode-Wand: they \"ere not unfavourable to the abominable tyranny 
of Robefpierre; they are far 'lefs friendly to France fince the guilt of 
that tyranny has been ii.lpprefied, and order rcHored. Before the ,'ar, 

3 S :,> there 
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there were ma!lY opLllent inhabitants in Rhode-Wand: at prcicnt, ollly 
the ruins of their h{J',1j~S. and tbc traces of their former inclofures, re
main to be fcen. The houfes are either dcfolate, or are inhabited in 

tLcir lcaft ruinous parts, by people who, on account of the fmallnefs of 
their Glpitals, their diflike to lahmr. and many other rcal;)I!." are much 
inferior in condition to the people of the otlJL'r parts of l'~ew England. 

In the high-church of Newport, there is a monument erected by the 

(,rdl'( of Louis the fixteenth, to the Chevalier de TEl!:\.~ y. He was 

commander pC the fleet \,hi·,ll cUll\cyed ~:I. TI.oCJIAMBEAU and the 
frcnch am1\' to .'\mcrica. I L: died at X ~\' l)()rt in the year 1780. The 

.' 1-

inicriptioll is ill a '.cry 11i11l'L i1:yle, and, J;)cak~ \cry much in honour of 

:,,,,1. de Ternay. 
The S~~:tc of Rhode-IlbH1. is vcry proud of ha\·ing given birth to Ge

nerl'll Green, one of the ;.;Jeatcit. if not abfolute1y the greatefr, of Ame
rican c>:clIcnk He 0,\1" by birtl~, a Quaker, and was a refpectable 
trader in Nev.-port. But, for the (.'lke of liberty, he quickly filook off 
the prejtHlices of his fect, and abandoned his bu{iner~. He '>\Tnt, in the 
~'ery beginning of the war, to contend againfr Britifh oppreffion. In the 
whole courie of this memorable war, there \\as not a battle, not a ikir
mifh, in which Green did not diftinguifh himfelf by fignal valour, and 

.:xtraordin:try miliLcry talents. His fonnel and difccrning mind rendered 
often the moft important fervices in the Council. I Ie is, above all, fa
mous t;j!' l:i~ expedition intu the fouthem frate~, in the. \, nr 1781. At 
the head of a fmall force of not more than one thoufand or one thoufand 
one hundred men, fcarcd), clad, raw, and animated by nothing fo much 
<I:; by ~hf2;r confidence in General Green perfonally; he, by a uriety of 

t;:e mofr ikilful ihatagems, and plans of annoyance, and by the exertion 
(.f extraordinary courage, forced the Engliih to retire gradually from the 
provinces of Upper Virginia, North Carolina, and almoft all South Caro
Ln:!; delivering the injured, harraiTed, and fcattered inhabitants of thofe 
dcfolated territories, from the mifery and oppreffion under which they 

had long groaned. He rdtorcd the unhappy fugitives to their habita

tiom, and compelled the Englifh to retire into York and Charlefiown, 

wherG: 
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'W;";~e~hcy were foon £nally vanquiilied bj the jOi:it arms of the french 

and A.rnericans. Green, nc· k(, buT':':'c .r; Vi(~{jl"y, t;~,tn bra\'e and CH

tr:;p;r:ii:W in ,varfare, fh:.i:::::u his tricnph ",:th n0 a:rociti,~c, r~, t, :it::-
J (; _ ... 

d:::u:rlilj>O tile nrcrvokine: exam~;1·..: ',-rhich 113.d bC:!l L"L b)T the 1~~~1~:;,1. EG 
n 1 '--' i. -" 

'.vz,~; ti,e ~(i.lC:l1i: fl;,:nd of liberty, ~{~thout lainf~ ailde, on this acc()u~:t .. 
• 11.' 1 ' . II' "}' - , , all rerpett to in~ur'll JUlLlCC am nuw:,;!<Ly. '!S \\'l:U:C lie was JfX!lc Hi 

:1. continued train of ,ir:.UOlH ~!:t;Oil";. Afc",-r t]lI:J;: ililiftri'LlJ deed, in <)~ 

field, he was b,iL,\ as the dclin:rer (!f t;,c i~!Ul:::':;ll ihtcs, ::nc1 n:c..:> .. ~j th,~ 

thanks of thc C()JlgTJ~. He died within a fc\\ ',-'ars after the ,:1-.~;;:;1-

t f ' . r' T'lC",),)",\,·,j'· e·'c,'l.·"l at t~l" Tjl,l'i,C 0'.'_ men 0 ... ''.t..l~lcrlcan J...!.'ceSOD1. . 1 v' 1 0 ,-j~ ,\.., l\..-d, J. '-' 1 ~tL'j. \.. .. 

iKnc:.", a monument in honour of hi, ;"'~ri,~~i'~L) bis ,'irtm:'" c~lld his 

talents; and in fo doia[;, gratified chr: l~r:lc£i: ddirc of all true-hc'\rtcd 

Americans. 

The State of Rhode-Wand had, likewife, another eminent perren. 

whofe military tdents and valorous acri\"ity dilcinguillld him, 011 th.: 

one hand, though not fo much as did his notorious perfidy and baicnefs 

on tLc other. This ,vas tllc traitor A~"'+ii.'i' He was, before the 

war, a trader and dealer m cattle, as I h~~\ c been afiured. He c{poured, 

with ~rcat anlour) the caufe of his native CUUlltry. Hc quickly dillin

guifhed him(df by the expedition into Canada, and b> that t~lmous and. 

daril\;!: march through the .vdeem parts of the province of Maine to the 

river of St. Lorenzo, a tract ,"\ hich had been, hitherto, accounted inac

ceffiblc to an army. A:~: ',1' ',vas Ol:e ct' tLc inferior commanders uu

dcr General Gates, and hacl a iharc i:l the glory of the l~;rtli;ntc (by of 

Saratoga. In m,my en!~:\gcn1Cnts, preYi('11~ to the great and deciflve 

events of LlLl~ day, L.: had glCcll:~y uiilinguiihed himfelf S00n after, the 

llD.pr;nciplcd A****'*, being; corrupted by :e:n~~liIh gold, to his eternal in

eml> \;cGt:'nc, towards tho clel;: of a war in which he k,rl {u gallantly, 

fought) the wel ic enemy of his I1atiYe country. He ddir, .. rl, no doubt, 

to pr~ i;:r'," his rank, and expected as !!WL'} as was clear f:'::;r.1 the confi

dence vvith which hc folicitcd it. But the Engliih go\"c'llment, thougQ 

t A'" "'; .• is, hvwt:Vl"f, well known to have been a r::;tivc of ]\',':'\\";c11, in Connec-
~ i cet.-Tr"njlatoY'. 

they 
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they could avail themfelves of treachery, abhorred the traitor. A *l!->-H 

liv;s with a large or a fmall penfion, God kr,.I)\vs in what corner of Eng

land, cOYered with ignominy, and aware, that hi, name is ne\-cr pro

nounced by his fellow-countrymen without abhorrence, and that he 

mufi: e\Tr be detefted as the treacherous, though unfucci:,t"l1] betrayer of 

American freedom. " What will the Americans do to me, if I fall into 

their hands?" faid he once to a priioner. "TIll'.'- ,yill uLe away th~~t 

kg from you, which vou broke in their fen-icc, and bu~'y it honour

ably," anfwered the p;ifoner, "then, b)' the other, they will hang you 

up as a traitor." 
After fpending an c,:ening at the houfl.: of SA :\Il"F.L EL,,;\1 in the coun

tr:", and z~ftcr halting for an hour in Kewport, I went gladly on Loard a 

fchooner beloncrin'T to BoHon, to take my- l)~jL,-,-l.: to Proyjd(,ilCC. I wa5 -
o b ~ 

to return ,vithin the fpace of two days from that town; as I c~:pu1:--:cl my 

horfe to arrive within this time; and propofed then to proceed towards 

New London, along the great k,y by which Rhr;~;e-I11and is i(.'Ff::ttcd 

from the main-land. The wind, though fair when v,(" iet fail, yeered 

about within the fpaee of an hour, fo that v,e w~'rc fored, to 1'cturn to 

~,'e\yport. after ha\in;; been three hours tack:Eg :lbOl~!: at fea, without 

adY:1l1cing t\\'O miles on our voyage. I pailed the rcft of the day in 

Kewport. -with my friend Samuel Elem, the befi: (f Quakers, and the 

worthiefr of n1.cn. He is a bachelor, rich, fond of track, and of rural 

life. 

BRISTOL.-'\ -.\RRE.\". 

\V orthy :;amucl E1cm i1:ill infifred upon doing the honours of the 

country towards me. On Saturday, the 2,1th, he conducted me to the 

extremity of the ifland, where I might obtain a pailage to Briaol. His 

p~litenefs .... was joined to an engaging fimplicity of manners, c;:tremely 

dlfferent from that roughnefs and dry-nefs of addrefs, which are ufually 

attributed to the Quakers. 

Although I tra'.-dled by a way different from that by which I h3.d en

tered the ifiand, yet I could perceive no remarkable di\ullto,-, in either 

the 
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the appearance of the dwelling-hou{es, the cultiyation of the {oil, or the 
gencral charaB:er of the huiliandry. The profi)cB: of the bay, of the 
iilets with which it j, interfperfed, amI the main-land contiguous to the 
bay, is extremely plcafing. The paiTagc from the iiland to Brifiol is a 
mile in breadth;. it is croiled in a ferry-boat with a tingle fail; it is large, 
deep, and fecure : the only inconvenience attending it is, that hor{es can
not be eafily brought on board it; my horfe ,'\'as coniiderably hurt in the 
attempt. 

On the oppofite fhore, as far as to Warren, a difcmcc of fix or {even 
miles, th.e land is more fandy, and more HOll.', than in the ifland: but, 
it yields great quanti Lies of ii·uit and of pulfe, that is repukd to be of 
yery excellent quality. 

Brifiol is a fmall fea-port town l)in~ on the bay. It carries on fome 
trade to the Antillcs. In the year 1775, the haufes \\ ere: almofi aIr 
burnt to the ground by Captain **:.0;;*, who commanded a {mall Englifu 
[quadran. They ha,T been rebuilt, and a:-c: 110'\' ll1<;cc numerous than 

before that difafter. 
Warren is nearl: {uch another port-tovl'11 as Brifiol ; eight or ten fhips 

a year are bllilt in it. Barrington, another ji11~tll {c:a-port to\'Yl1, which 
is diyidcd from \'\farren only by a ri,·cr of its ovm namc, was begun to 
bc built in the year 17G9, and~ '2onfifis nuw of about one hundred and 
fifty good houfes. Some few mcrchants rcfide in thefe three rea-port 
towns; but the ihips belonging to them arc (vi the mofi part employed 
in the trade from Providence. Thef;.:: 1mall ,illa;.'l's arc much bctter 
built than Newport. The value of land has riicn hcre to at !caH three 
times as much as it formerly was, according to and.1:imate founded upon 
the prefent amount of the taxes. 

Two miles beyond vVarren, the road turns to Providence in~h{lJ.
chu{ctts. The land is there. for {cveral miles, fo i~mdy and boggy, that 
no fiones can be found for fenccs. On thc other hand, wood is {a {carce, 
and {a coilly, that it can as little be applied to this ufc as fiones. Y ct 
the fields arc enclofed with fences, which, to two-thirds of the height, 
are formed of turfs, ·vvith crofs-bars of timber above. In other places 

\\" he p. 
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',', ]'C'l(' {rnnes are n,/c fa {carce, thc fences are formed one-half of {:.,lll" 

one half of \'.'ood. 
I kr~,)\"- 1:ot '.\ :,,'tlc r it I~,j !ht be, that the information whi':!l I r(~ 

ceiveu illl<n\ pori:. impreilecl'me with unhmuruble prejudices apiJ1:;- t h,· 

people ()fl~ll<,dl-Hland: but I could nut help thinkinr".' thu:, ,: I .. th,~ 
lhort l"Ht of '-'~,\- \\a: which no\\ Inl throu:::h the Hate ot ::--,'b:Lcnuictt" 
I rccciycd much mor,--' obliging ani\yers to m:. enquirics, than in-the cli(· 

tri::l y, h ieh I had kft. 
I hall, h()\\\.\'cr, no rcaion to complain of :"c;y reception \yidl ;.iOSES 

BROW:\, to '\',hom I had a letter of intr"jllcti:;n (r . .>111 \Vil!iam Ellill. 

He lives in a Cum not far from t11c upper bridge ()" cr Deacon\; l:;\'cr, on 
the \yay to Pro\idcnce. i\I()ic:: Brown j, a \Try Hrid Quaker; becam~ 
~ l..~uaL'cr upon com-idion ; and has been fuch t~)r the ifmcc cf i; )r~y yeaL. 

He acquired a eontiderable fortune in trade, of \vhich he has reli,"~rlCd the 
~,'ll'atlr part to his ion; and he himfelf now liYes in quiet ceKltion from 
hdinelS, tranf:.v:t:in~ l)()tili,1 :':: ()f that fort upon his own account. Not
\\ithfianding the ruitic fimplicity of his manners, hc fcemed to be a very 
\-\orthy man. He prcfied me to ihy with him tor the eYening, telling 
me, that he did not afk me in the v.a), of empty compliment, but th.J.t 
if he had not dctired my company, he \\ auld not ha\'c !2i \en me the in

nUtlOll. I exeufed myfclf, by mentioning, that as I had but \cry little 
time to fpend at Pro\'idcnce, and a~ the v;cather, though generally un
certain, "as now fair, I mufi, therefore, avail myfclf of the prefcnt mo
mCilt. and proceed on my journey. 

The em-irons of PrO\'idence are more interefiing than thofe of 1-';c\\,

port: and they :,::i\c to an approaching traycller, ycry fa\'ourablc i(:e",~ of 
the t( '\\'n "hich hc is all(Jut to enter. The hill at the foot of \\hich the 
t:.;wn hc~, ;.l1ld oyer 'wbich you mufr pafs into it, is interfecred into two 
F"lIt~ \1:- a payed w;:d, 'which has a flow ~lld gentle defcent. /The 
town lie::; on l,,,th [ldcs of the river: a \\'cll-c()r.ilrudcd bridge aftords u 

read.\ communication between its t\\'o c;l,i{I')I'''' Loftv, well-built and 
well~furnifhed houies, arc numerous in this town, wl~ich is becoming 
contmuall), larger: and the profpecr of an encr€afe of wealth apd po-

puloufuefr. 
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puloufnefs, has induced the inhabitants to fet apart a coniidcrablc ex~ 

tent of the adjacent hill for new buildings. The trade c,f Providence, 8'; 

I mentioned above, is four or fin: times ag great as that of l'~e\·'T{)rt. 
Its exports are partly from this frate, and in part from ~l:'.i:;-:h.:hui~tb <tn.l 
ConneC1icut. A diitillcry, perhaps the greatd1: in the .\n1cri'_'an Statc", 

exteniive mariuiaC1ures of nails and of other fllr~·I'.j iron-·work. contribute 
much to the exportation from this place. 

In the courfe of this laft year, endeavours haye been 1l'::Jde to intro
duce the manufacture of cotton-yarn and {tutts into Proyidence. The 
author of this undertaking fays. that he finds it already profitable: But I 
fhould fufpcct tilis to be, rather the boaft of fanguine expeCtation, and of 
felf~conceit, than the aCtual truth of the facts. All rr,achines in America 
are indeed more or Iefs profitable: but the machinery which requires 
workmen to be employed about it, is by no means to be compared with 
that of Europe, where a truly good workman gets one-half lefs than in 
America, efpecially in its fea-port towns.* 

There are fame fhips from Providence engaged in the accurfed tra·ffic 
of negroes, in contempt of the orders of Congreis, by which it has been 
forbidden. The merchants concerned in this trade perfuade themfelves, 
that Congrefs cannot alter the Conftitution; and therefore think, that in 
fpite of whatcyer Congrefs fhall order, they may continue .the flave-trade 
till 1808, the year fixed in the Confritution for its final cciTation. They 
allege farther, that every frate po{fe{fes a right to decide for itfelf in re
gard to this traffic; and that the ftate of Rhode-Wand has not, as yet! 
made any enactment againft it. They therefore purchate negroes, and 
carry them to fale in Georgia, where there is no prohibition of any fort 
againft the trade. Nearly twenty fhips from the harbours of the United 
States are employed in the importation of negroes to Georgia, and to 
the "Veft-India ifles. 

I am furpnied, that, while there is fo frrong and general a dif.'lpproba
tion of this whole trade, and while it is in {uch direC1 contradiction to 

'" Farther details concerning the trade of this place, \vith an account of the trade and 
confiitution of Rhode-Wand, may be [cen in the journal of the tour of 1796. 

3 T the 
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the fpirit of freedom, and to the predomil~ant fcnti~cnt5 througho~t 
America, Congrc[s fhould negldt to interpoie, and entu.el~ f~ppr~fs It 

ht'r~'. I Vias informed, that this is about to happen: But It IS hkewlfe to 
be (Y.'> ned, that the merchants of Rhode-Wand carry on the llaye-trade 
in a \I-ay Ids ofi""enfiye to humanity, t1;an that in which it is condueted 
by the merchants of Europe. They take but one negro for every ton 
of the fhip; while the Engliih IT'lTCi'ants, it is faid, take from one and 
a half to two negroes a ton. Even in fctters, the negroes have more 
room, and illiter k{~. The fhips engaged in this trade are ufually not 
very large; and the nC'groes, as 1 ~was alfured, commonly arrive at the 
place of their deftination in good health. 

There t!ocs but a fingle yefiel from Providence to the whale-fi.iliery. 
III fuccefs ha~ occafioned fome others, "\\hich were formerly employed in 
the fame tiihery, to be withdrawn from it. The maritime traffic from 
Providence is principally that to China, and to Nootka Sound. The 
augmentation of the number of the fhips belonging to this port, the in
crcail:, and the improved elegance of the buildings, is more the confe
quence of the growing wealth of the people of the place, than of any 
new ref art of foreigners to fettle here. 

This fmall ftate, fituatc in the middle of New England, differs much 
from that ftate, by peculiarity of cuftoms, ufages, and opinions, which, 
whether good or bad, haye nccelfarily a great influence upon the govern
ment. There feems to be a general defire for a change of the conftitu
tion of Rhode-Wand. 

The population of this whole ftate amounts to about :fixty-eight thou
fand fouls. The higheft amount of the taxes is twenty-thoufand dollars 
i~ the year. When it is confidered, that the Governor's falary is only 
11x hundred and fixty-fix dollars and two-thirds; and that the members 
~f the affcmbly receiYe no falary ; this moderate fum will not be thought 
madequate to the purpofes to which it is to be applied. ~ Newport fur
nifhes three thoufand nine hundred and fixteen dollars, two-thirds of this 
fum; and Proyidence ~ontributcs feven thoufand one hundred and twenty 
dollars. The taxes paId by the country are nearly equal to thofe from 

the towns. There are but few poor to be maintained by public chahty, 

III 
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in this frate. The roads are repaired hy the common labour of th,~ inha
bitants. No extraordinary expence is eyer applied to the improvement 
of the roads. The frate is 10 {mall, that thefe pCc>:' 1c' gi~ (' thcm1;:lves \Try 
EttIe concern about high,vays. In tra.Yelling, they call the roads gnud or 
bad, without f~lfther care. 'Vhen there is any thing of indi Ji'l''1ijble ne
cefiity to be done to them, they then raiie a hl]ulltar., iubicription to ac

complilli it. 
The number of people really opulent in this fratt', ;, :){)t c(l11ildcr"bIc ; 

nor i . .;; the number much greater of thofe who affect the appearance of 
wealth; for this lafr is prevented by the democratical fpirit of the confti
tution, and by the tone of public opinion throughout the country. There 
are, beiides, certain taxes impofed, parti:.:ularly upon thofe who live in a 

fumptuous fryle. There is in Proyidence a college for the education of 
youth in the different branches of learning; but fo far is it from being 
n-;ry eminent or in high reputation. that they who willi to give their 
children a good education, fend them to Ma:lrachufetts or Connecticut. 
The funds for the fupport of this college were beftowed chiefly by Bap
tifts; in con1equence of V\ hich it is {ettled, that the prciident, and the 
greater part of the other teachers muft belong to that religion; and they 
are, therefore, chiefly young perfons of the Baptiil fea who are educated 
in it. The Quakers are not much in favour here. They have an aufte
rity in their appearance, an extravagance in their principles, and an oddity 
in their cuftoms, and even in their drefs, which, in my opinion, diffc:r 
widely and difadvantageouily from the amiable fimplicity of the character 
and manners of the Quakers of Philadelphia. 

But here, as elfewhere, the Quakers ftrongly difapprove of l1avery, and 
of the traffic in negroes. On this account they are looked on with an 
evil eye by the l1ave owners; becaufe the fmallnefs of the ftate renders it 
exceedingly eafy for the l1aves receiving any encouragement to that effect, 
to make their efcape from their mafrers. 

In Providence there are fame rich merchants, who expend their wealth 
by living ill a confiderably fumptuous ftyle. Such are Mdfrs. CLARK 

and NIGHTINGA·LE. I had a letter of introduction to them. The former 
T t 2 rccci \-ed. 



.:-ecclycd me yer': hofpitably, and fcemed to be a man of found intelll
gence, and conf~derable information. By him I was introduced to an 
illhabitant of the tOWll, who had lately returned from France. This 
man ipoke thong!y againfl: the revolution, and the crimes to which it 
had given birth. He, at the fame time, related, that at the Caftle of 
Vincennes, he had obtained'iln excellent bargain of the property of an 
emigrant, and named others who had been as great gainers as he, by the 
profcriptions and confiications; I know not the gentleman's name; if I 
did, I fhould think it my duty to make it public. 

The richcil: merchant in Providence is JOHN BROWN, brother to 
Moles Brown, the Quaker above mentioned. In one part of the town 
he has accomplifhed things that, even in Europe, would appear confi
d('rable. At hi., own expence he has opened a pafTage through a hin to 
the ri,-er, and has there built wharfs, houfes, an extenfive diil:illery, and 
even a bridgc, by which the road from Newport to Providence is fhort
tned by at lea lc a mile. He has fold many of his houfes. At his wharfs 
are a number of vdrels, which are conil:antly receiving or difcharging 
cargoes. In his diil:illery he maintains a great number of oxen, the la
bour of which is extremely ufeful, and a great faving of expence to him4 
I had no letter of introduction to him; and my fray in Providence was 
too ihort to admit of my becoming acguainted with him. I exceedingly 
regretted to find myfelf obliged to leave the town, without converfing 
\\ ith a man, the extent of whofe e:H:ablifhments, and the fuccefs of whofe 
tr,~dc, c\ince him to be a perfon of extraordinary intelligence and en
largement of mind. 

At Proyiclcnce, and throughout the whole frate, the produce of the 
land is nearly the fame as in the iflund. It yields of maize from fitteen 
to twenty buihels an acre, and of other produce in proportion. There 
are. two churchcs in Providence, one fo.r Anabaptifrs, another for Prefby
tenans. They are diHinguifhed for the neatne{s and fimplicity in their 
ftructure and decorations. . 

. The wages to fhip-carpentcrs and other labourers are ne~r1y the fame 

.~ Newport and Providence, as in Xnv Bedford. But negroes are almoft 
the only fervants to be feen, 

The 



EY THE DUKE DE t.A ROCHEFOUCA'J!,T LIANCOURT. 500 

The ltate of Rhode Wand, and particularly the ifland, have {uffered 
a confiderable 10fs of population by emigration to the newly occupied 
lands, and in particular to Canada. Fewer in proportion have gone from 
Maffachufetts than from this frate. Befides, Maffachufetts is receiving 
a continual influx of new inhabitants. There arc banks in both thefe 
frates. That of Newport is of recent erection. Its notes are general!y 
for one dollar each. 

SCITUATE AND FISH'S TAVERN. 

Scituate is a townfhip. Fifh's Tavern, where I paffed Sunday, is at 
the difrance of twenty-fix miles from the town. The road thither, leads 
over hills, id'tony, rugged, and indeed as bad as a road can pollibly be. 
The farther you proceed on the way from the Providence, fo much the 
more barren is the appearance of the foil, and fa much poorer and man; 
unfrequent are the dwelling-houfes. There is an extenfive tract of wood, 
confifring chiefly of dwarfifh, oaks, firs, and birches. The meadows are 
indifferent, and unimproved by culture; yet fame pretty good cattle are 
to be feen upon them. Sometimes thefe meadows open in the midfr of 
the wood; in other infrances they are only adjacent to it. Some of the 
{mall rivers put in motion faw-mills, and iron-works, which have been 
erected upon them; yet all has an air of poverty and meannefs. Some 
beautiful vales are feen as one travels along this road. The weather is fo 
rainy, that even the worfr meadows difplay an extraordinary luxuriance 
of grafs for this time of the year. 

On my arrival at the inn, I found there Mr. TRU;\IBGLL, a member 
of Congrefs, who was on a journey with his family. I had feen him once 
before in Philadelphia. 

NOR\VICH AND NEW LONDON. 

After pailing Fifh's Tavern, I found my way not quite fo bad, for about 
{even miles farther, frill within the territory of Rhode-Wand, and through 
a tract of country nearly fimilar to that by which I had come hither. 
When I had entered the confines of Connecticut, I found both the land 
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and the roads in a better condition. On t:1C borders the foil is nearly 
thc fame, but in a bettcr fiate of cultivation. The hou{es,. indeed, are 

not greatly better. Yet both thde and the fields, the farther you ad
Yanl'C, a1fume a more adY,!lltageous appearance. There are a good many 
frre.lJ'.1s of moderate breadth; and though along the whole roc,Ll the land 

be light and fandy, yet the hay-fiacks are frequent and large,' a~d the 
Hum.ber of the cattlc muft, of courfe, be confiderable. At NOT\nch are 
~ number of mills, forgcs, and {av.-·-\\-orks. This {mall town lies on a 
creek or ri \'I:r, which falls into the river Thames, jufi: where that river 
be:2,im to be mn·igable. The harbour lics at about ·two miles diftance. 

From N0rwieh to New London the {oil is better, though ftill light. 
The furface of the country is diycrfified by {everal vales, through which 
nrious {mall rinr5, creeks, and ftreamlcts, difcharge their waters into the 
Thames. Clumps of trees, like' thofe in England, are {cattered oyer all 
the fielck The profpetl: is notextenfive, but {miling and agreeable. 
The houfes are larger, and more handfomely decorated. The inhabitants 
arc better clad, and make as good an appearance as. thofe of Ma1fachu
(ctts. One part of the road is in a yery good ftate of repair, and, a toll. is 
c,d:tn! for he'ric" and \'.a~~'ms paffing along it. The navigation of the 
riYCJ admits yd1;':) > of an hundred tons burt hen to come up as far as 
r-':orwich; and this, with the trade of i\ew London, gi\-es an air of acb
yit.l" and animation to the whole country adjacent. You enter the town 
by a pait:1gc cutover the declivity of a hill; perhaps lefs carefully finifhed 
than that at Proyidence, yet not precipitous, and far from being bad. 

:r-~ew London lies on the banks of the river, at two miles diftance from 
the fea. Its principal ftreet is a mile in length. The hou{cs do not 
frand dofe together; but the intervals between them are {mall, and are 

e\Try day l~ore and more filled up with new buildings. An adjacent 
ftreet, rul1lung parallel to the main ftreet, contains feveral confiderable 
and hancli~)me houfes. Kcw London was burnt in the year 1 k81 by 
I E 

. I , 

t le nghih, under the diretl:ion of the 'HH'-*** ARNOLD; and ~hc da-

mage done on that occafion \"as equal to the fum of five hundred thou

fand dol~aJs. It .is at prefent among the towns of the fourth order; and 
though It be ennronell with rock5, its afpea: is {ufficiently agreeable. 

~ew 
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New London is reckoned the principal fea-port town in Connecticut. 
The anchorage is fafe; the depth of water confiderable; the entrance 
difficult. The harbour is protected by the two forts of-Grefworth, on 
the eafr banks of the Thames,-and Trumbull, on the oppofite bank on 
which the town frands. I faw only the latte~, which is in a bad condition. 

But;. attention to thefe fortifications is the lefs necdfary, on a C C::1unr: 

of the fmallnefs of the river. Ships belonging to Norwich take in their 
cargoes at New London; thofe which exceed one hundred and twenty 
tons burthen, take their lading in Conne8:icut river, at Newhaven. 

Ih regard to the cufrom-houfc, the difrrid of New London lateljcxtended 
to Connecticut rin?r. The reprefentations of the merchants on the :~,ttc.r 
riYer, to the'lafr feilion of Congrefs; procured the port of this river to b~ 
erected into a new commercial difrri8:; and the' difrri8: of New London 
to be limited to the ports of New London, Norwich, and Stonington, a 
fmall port on the river Stoneg, in that part of Conne8:icut which is adja
cent to Rhode-Wand. The difhia ofNe\V London employs, at prefent, 
about fIX thoufand tons of fhipping in the foreign trade, an equal quan
tity in the coafring trade, and fix or feven fmall veffeIs which belong to . 
Stonington, and are engaged in the capture of frock fifhes. The \effels 
belonging to the foreign trade are, at an average, of one hundred and 
ten tons burthen each. Thofe in the coafring trade arc veffcls of eif'lity 
tons. The exports [rom New London \wre, in the year 1791. five hun
dred and eight thoufand nine hundred and nincty-t;lree doIIars in nIue; 
in 1792, five hundred and nineteen thoufand three hundred and thirty
three dollars; in 1]93, five hundred and forty-eight thou1and fix hun
dred and fifty-eight dollars; in 179-1, fi\e hundred and fixty-three th-Ou
fand four, hundred and fixty-eight dollars; in 179li~ five hundred and 
feventeen thouf~md eight hundred and fifty-eig:ht dollars.,· 

The exports from 0.'cw London arc fC!lt, almofr all, to the \Vefr 1n-· 
dia iiles. They confifr of horfes, dried beef and pork, mules, fowls, cat
tle of all forts, beans and peafe, timber, butter, chcefe, and faIt filh. T.h c1e , 
articles are named here in the order of the quantities in whiG,h they, are' 
exported: that of which there is the greJ.~cft proportion exported, :;ci'llg: 

n:u1l':d 
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named fir11:; and that laft, of which the e:x:portatio~l is th,e fma11eft. 
Horfcs and black cattle arc reared in great numbers in this flate; 

but a great proportion of thofe which are hence exported, come from 
the northern 11:ates of New York, Vermont, New Hampfhire, and Ma1Ia

.hufetts. 
The negligence of the merchants of Albany, which futters a profitable 

trade to be carried away from them; and the acl:i\-ity of the failors and 

.mcrch"nts cf New London, in lading and unlading their ve:1Tels; arc the 
principal caufes VI' hich enable the people)f this P0rt to engrofs fo much of 
a traffic fo advantageous. It is affirmed, t .Jt though the cattle be crowded 
together in the ve1Iels, to an incredible number, not one out of an hun
dred dies in the pailage. The :!hip-owner fupplics the fodder, which 

is always the beft that ·can be procured. The captain has a certain 
monthly hire, but no fhare in the profits of the freight; only, when he is 
intru11:ed with the charge of the fale in the iilands,he then receives five 
per cent commiffion . 

. AIl the cattle exported from Norwich, and often alfo thofe from Con
necticut River, come by land to New London, and are there .put on 
board fuch yeifcls as are ready to receive them. Salted pork and beef, but
ter and chee[e, are likewife exported from this harbour, in large quan

tities, to the other ftates. Many of the ihips which convey thefe cargoe~ 
take returning cargoes to Europe, or to tLe colonies. The whole expor
tation to Europe confifts of not more than a dozen fhip's cargoes a year~ 

which go to England or Ireland, and confIft of wood, lint-feed, potatoes, 
pearl-allies, and iilmac, which a merchant of this port prepares for ex

portation, by an invention of his own, for the fole benefit of which he 

enjoys a patentiight for tbe fpace of fifteen years. The fumac grows in 
great plenty,on the uncleared grounds. It is firft cut into fmall pieces, 

and dried, then reduced to a coarfe powder, and in this condition app1ied 
to the purpofes of dyeing. It is fold .at the rate of eighteen ,dollars and 

one-third a barrel; and for thcfe 1a11: two years the·re have been exported 
not Ids than two thoufand barrels a year. 

As to the n!hery, .the .places 'where the fuhes are taken, is at fuch a 

diftance, 
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diftance, that the fillies cannot be brought to New London to be dried. 
This bulinefs is carried on between the ifles adjac~t to the province of 
Maine, and the coafts of Labrador; but, for ready [ale, the fith is brought 
to New London, and thence to the colonies, and to New York or BoHon. 
The veifcls are then frcighted, ufually to the colonies, rarely, if ncr, to 
Europe. Thc merchants of Connecticut haye not [ufficient capital to 
enable them to await the flow return of money ti-om the trade to Eu
rope. The cargoes rent from Connccricut, arc almoil: all ddtincd for 
Boil:on or New York. There are, hO\\"c\cr, fome exn:ptions. 

The veifels of this port do not all belong to the merchants of New 
London. Some of them are the propcrty of merchants belonging to 
Hartford and ~cw York. Few mcrchants in Connccl:icut trade to the 
extent of more than thirty thoufand dollars, even including with their 
capital, their credit, which, indeed, docs not go tar. Thc capital of the 
merchants experiences here a much [mailer annual augmentation, than 
in any other port of America. In the courfe of thde lail: years, it has 
increaled about a fifth part; and in this increment is includcd the im
provement and inCl'eafe of the buildings of the town. I rceein'd all thefe 
particulars of information from Mr. H L" ~TI:\ GTO x, colle~tor of the cuf
toms for this port; a man of intc(!rit,·, diicernment, and correct infor-

~ " 
mation. 

Thc beH land in the whole diftrid, which lies in the nei~hbomhood 
of the town, does not coft more than twenty-five dollars an acrc. Its 
average rate is one-third more than in Rhode-Wand, including the i11e, 
The price of labour is aifo higher here. Labourers in huibandry recciyc 
here two-thirds of a dollar a day, or fi-om thi I teen to fourteen dollars a 
month. The winter, or the timc in which the cattle roufr be fupplicd 
with dry fodder, laits from four months and a half to fiyc months. Many 
of the farmers neY(~r houfe their cattle. There is, on this account, a want 
of frail:; and cow-houfes; but the more opulent farmers are morc careful 

of their cattle in thc winter. 
New London contains four thoui'imd inhabitants. It has a bank that 

was efiablillied in the year liB::!, and of which the capital is fifty.thou
i;,md dollars. It has, howeyer, been augmented by other fifty thoul:mJ 

~ U dnJlar,; 
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dollars. The manao-ement is the jame as that of the bank at Hartford, 
l.ut I am not able t: explain it. The notes arc for a dollar. The divi
dend upon the capital is three and a blf and four per cent., payable 

half Farl,'" New London is the principal town of the county of the 
£lme name. It contains about thirty-fiye thouiand inhabitants, of whom 

:fiye hundred are flaves. 

CHELSEA. 

Proceeding from ~ew London to Hartford, I wa~ obliged to travel 
back, by the way of Norwich. But infread· of paffing that town, I 
went by its fea-p~rt, which i~ named Chclfea, and is faid to lie at the 

diitance of two miles from the moil:: populous part of the town of Nor
wich. The riYer, "hich is formed by the junCtion of the Quinaboug 
and the Shetuckct, begins here to take the name of the Thames. The 
Thames is f~lid to be e,ery where tweh'e feet deep, and is here ,tbout an 
t'i.:::hth part of a mile in breadth. There might be in it, as I paffed, 
about a dozen j(·hool1er~. yachts, and brigs. On the two fides of the 
rin:r there might be from one hundred to two hundred handiome houfes. 
S, >me ')( thefe houfes \\ ere of a 'cr,\ !-2',)(;1l appearance; and there was a 

communication between the two fides of the river by a wooden bridge. 
A mile fi'om the brid:2:c on the wa\' to i'\onvich, Quina\)()ll'" i:-; {een to 

"'-'. .") 

prccipiLltt itfclf oyer fome pretty high rueb, ",ith a cataract which is 
\\ ell worthy of bein:.r [Len, particularly on account of its bold prccipi
t.~F j:'tc~ion, and the height of the rocks by which it i~ tormed, a~ \vell 

a, on a:':',·();.mt of the uncommon appearance \\hich is occaiioned by the 
f:ll of tll,.: ";ater. . 

The- ba:lk of ~""orwich, v,'hich \"as drubliihed in the month of :\1av 
] i~!.~, is formed upon the fame plan a, that of Hartford. Its capital con--

11(" ,of f:om fift:. thouf~nd to t,yO hundred thoufand dollar~; for by tht.: 
c. ln1ututlOn ot the bank, it may be augmented from the imallcfr to the 
L,rgdl of tLelc {U1110, The ihares arc one hundred dollars each; ant~ 
tile ll'\tC.', of which there haye not yet been many iffued, arc. for half a 
t11)l L ~r. 

);orwich 
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Norwich and ChcIlca contain, togeth€r, about three thou{and inhabi
tants. Mills of all forts are fituate in the ~icinit.::; and their hl/i:~e{::; is 

,"en" confiderablc. 
Between YOr\\-ich and Lebanon, particularly in the vicinity cf N,lf

wich, there is a good deal of wood to be icen. Almo1t all the tops of 
the hills arc covered with it. The declivitie~, und the Yales within 'Inv 

of ·which the "\.~} lead3, are, in general, under cultintioll. 

LER\XON. 

In Connecticut, the lands are, for the greater part, appropriated a~ 

pafturage tor cattle. The environs of Lebanon yield more, in this way. 
than any other part of the State. The to\vnfhip lies in the county of 
Windham, ,\hich contains about twenty-nine thou1and inhabitant~, of 
whom one hundred and fixty arc negroes. Thc population of Lebanon 
amounts to about four thoufand fouls. Tho{e houfcs, v.hich are fituated 
together, may be from one hundred and fifty to one hundred and fixty ; 
they lit.: all in a fingle -areet, which is between two and three hundred 
toi{es in \vidth, and fen-es as a {art of common pafture for the cattle, 
The houfcs are, in general, {mall, but neat; and, if they exhibit no thew 
of affluence, as little do they prefent any marks of the wretchednefs of 
poverty. Such i.;, in general, the appeara!\ce of the houfes throughout 
Connecticut. 

Befide 1heep and {,vine, of which the breed is good, and the number 
every where confiderable, the people of Lebanon keep, in general, for 
every two acres of land an ox, a cow, and a mule. They {ell (Iff, every 
year, a fourth part of their black cattle, without difrinct:ion of age. But 
hor{es are not {old before they be three years old; nor mules, till they be 
two years old. The farmers purchafe mules for the work of their farms, 
at the rate of forty or fifty dollars a head. 

A more ikilful huibandry, a careful choice and culture of grafs-{eeds, 
a judicious manuring of the lands, an attenti\-e watering and cleaning of 
the meadows, might render the profits of the farmer feveral times greater 
than they at prefent are. The exceffively high price of labour may be 

3 U 2 allcdgcd 
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alledged here, as elfewherc, to be the great reafon of the prefent im~r
fection of the hufbandry of Connecticut. Yet [uch a rea[on can have 
lc[s force in the cafe of pafrurage than in that of tillage. The true cau(es 
arc ignorance ;nd a bigottcd perfcycrance in old praCtices. Very little of 
the land here receiycs the benefit of manure. No pains is u(ed to collea 
the dung which might be eafily accumulated in large quantities. The 
tab'U;-L!O.; can earn from ten to twelve dollars a month. The befr land 
coils tm:nty dollars an acre. 

The houie of Mr. Trumbull, member of the Congrefs has, like him
[elf, an air of fimplicity and modefry. One finds it neceirary to mak~ an 
effort of the mind, and to lay afide European prejudices, in order to re
concile one's [elf to the idea, that this is the hou[e of one of the rich eft 
men in the State, a 1110an who holds one of the 1110fr important places in 
the federal goyernment. I cannot [ufficiently praife the hofpitality with 
which he received me, or the amiable qualities of his worthy family. 
\1r. Trumbull has a brother viho is famous for his genius in painting. 
He has undertaken a {eric., of hiftorical paintings of the mofr remarkable 
c\'Cnts of the war, by which his country's independence was eftabliihed. 
Seycral of thefe han: been already exhibited in England, fiuce the efia
blifhment of the prdcnt gOH.'rnment of the United States. 

HARTFORD. 

The land betwccn Lt:banon and Hartford i~ nearly in the fame Hate, 
,lS far as I haye {een, with the other parts of Connecticut. The wood is 
chiefly fine oak and hickory. A few large trees are :tingly fcattered here 
and there in the open fields. The wood has the appearance of having 
either been long fince planted, or el{e of belonging to the old native woods 
of America. The {oil is light, and is ycry much covered with froncs ; 
though, what is [urprizing, the hou[es are all of wood. The land is, 
every where, more or lef5 hilly. It indeed expands into a fine plain for 
the fi)act: of eighty miles, along ConneCticut River. The foil confifis 
chiefly of a hard gravel or fand. The meadows exhibit more of a lively 
wrdure, and the dwelling-houfes, eyery where confiderably numerous in 

this 



BY THE DUKE DR LA 1l0CHEF01.:CAULT LIA~Cou?T. 517 

this frate, becomeftill more (0, the t1e~J.rer you approach to H:lrtford. 
You are rowed acro(s the river in a ferry-boat, in the immediate neigh
bourhood of the town. 

I felt my(elf difappointed when I heard that Colonel WATWORTH was 
not in the town. I had become acquainted with him in Philadelphia; 
and he had given me a preffing invitation to vifit him here. In the ex

pectation of finding him, I had neglected to procure letters to any other 
perf on in this place. It was farther unlucky, that {everal perfons, whole 
wealth and perfonal importance ranked them among the rnofr eminent 
men in the United States, were, ho,,;cyer, unable to give fatisfadory an
iwers to thofe enquiries which r was the moil deiirous to make; and I 
thus taw myfelf likely to be difappointed in my attempts to obtain any 
particular information concerning a town that is accounted to be the chi(!f 
place in the State of Connecticut. Yet, in two or three houfes, into 
which 1 gained admiffion, and in an inn that was much frequented by 
the people of the town, I met with kn'c hofpitablc and intelligent per
ions who refuferl not to favour me with ,1I;i"crs to the queftions which I 
put to them. The following is the iuL~~~.llCC of ,dlat I was thus able to 
learn. 

1. Hartford contains about fix thoufand inhabitants. Tlleir number 
is yearly inereafing in the fame proportion as the population of New 
London increafes. :::!. From fixty to eighty "dIels of from twenty to 
fixty t0ns each, belong to this port, agreeably to what I was told at New 
London. Some fhips of two hundred tons burthcn are, at prcfent, 
in building. There mutt {ail, without a lading, down the rivt:r, as its 
ufual depth is not above fix feet of "at cr. 3. The traffic of Hartford i~, 
as to the exportation of provifions, the places to which thefe arc exported, 
and the cargoes brought ill return, of the fame fort with that of New 
London. 4. Land in thcfe parts cofts, in the purchafc of a farm, from 
thirty to forty dollars an acre; and it yields crops of wheat. 5. The 
manufacture of cloth which had been, fome years, dhblifued here, in 
which Colonel Watworth had a large concern, and which had been car
ried to no inconfiderable perfeCtion, is now in the decline. Thofe· who 

firfi 
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firH: cnga:.;cJ in this ma!r'!~L'lure, have rclin:luifhed it; Their {ucceflors 
~lre thr~atcned with grc:1t lo{fcs, in conicqnC!lCe of the fcarcity (If work
men: {(lr, it j,'; [,) much more profitable to go to le" as mariners; and 
there :Jre 1:) many invitations to fettle in the country as petty farmers; 
t;lat but tew, in (~omparif()n, are difpofed to remain in the condition of ~ 
'\~(lJ~k ine~ artifans in a manufaclurc. There circumi1:ances arc ad \ eric to 

" 

the db~blifhmcnt of manufadures in the United States in ~eneral. Yet, 
fillce machinery, applicable to almoi1:: all the arts, is fo cafil)" mo,~ed by 

the force of water and fire, the fame quantity of human labrJUr is no 

longer neceflary to manufacturc'. 
But, the llcceffity for manufa8:uring efrablifhments is not fo great in 

Conne<':l:icllt a'l in many other places. For it is here ufual for ewry fa
mily to prepare their own clothing; fo that the expence of clothing from 
Europe is little fdt by the poorer cL(; of the inhabitants. 

Hartford i~ a ii-nall town, regularly built, and interfected by a fmall 
riYcr which dcfcend~. in its approach to this town. through many beautiful 
meadows; and fixh meadows arc very frequent in there parts. The houlc:, 
arc fil1all and neat; no one of them, being of a better appearance than 
the refl:. A houre is now in builc.!ing for the reception of the meetings 
of the afrembly of the reprcientatives of the State, which are held, alter
nately, in Hartford and Ncwhaven. The foundations of this houfc are 
laid \\~ith great folidity of ftructure, and are built of a fort of red ftonc 

that is common in thi~ country. It., two upper i1::ories are of bricks ; and 
the whole i~ almoft finifhed. Its appearance is very good; but it has a 
plainnefS and fimplicity, of which the French architects would, perhaps, 
not readily approvc. 

The appearance of the country round Hartford is charming. It exhi
hit, a flleceHion of meadows which are naturally fo well watered, that 
they difplay, at all times, the liyely yerdurc of fpring. Black cattle, 

horie.', and mules, in great numbers, are feen feeding upon them; and 
abundance of trees, cfpecially fruit trcu, are difperfed around them. The 

land is n()t yet \"Cry completely occupied in this neighbourhood; and, by 

confcquence, the houLs are not exceedingly numerous. Keither are the 

houfes 
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hou{es {a handfomely painted and decorated as in th:e environs of Bofton. 

But, finall as they arc, thcy eaftly contain every thing that is requifite 

()r the prefent accommodation of their inhabitants; all, in thort. that, 

according to their (mIl expreffions, is necdTary to render them comfort

able. The appearance of the oppofitc tide of the rivcr is i1:iII the fame. 

On both fides' arc fine meadows, ikirtcd by pretty high hills which rp:1 

parallel t,) the rin~r. ~ 

During my thy in the inn, I learncd that, in thofe parts 0fConnecti

cut ,vhich lic along the river, and contigll(Jl:~ to :\'hjE1Chujctt~, thcle is a 

omiirkrablc quantity {)f hemp produced, that fupplies materials for a ma

nufacturc (,1' fail-cloth in Springfield, in which twenty m'cn are com1:antly 

emplrr:d, and \\Li,J;, cl;ring thcfe {even years which huyc elarfed fincc 

ib cftablifhment, Li!" :,rlvnlcd large profits to the 0\\ ncrs. 

Hartford is the ch;cf town: of the ('()lll1t\ of the faIne name. The 

county contain., thirty-two thouh1.nd inhabitants, of whom about two 

hundred 'md fife,- it rc llinc:-.. 

The bank in H,[rti"rcl i<;~l' ercJccl in the month of May 1 ;~!:..', con

i;Jrlll~lhl:, to an a.:t c(tLe k~ri11;!ll!"c of this :-Jtate. Ib Clpital j, one hun

dred t11()[[iand dolh .. ,, and may Lc augmented to fi\c hundred thoufand. 

'111'': 1hares arc of tuw)nllldrcd .lollar-: each. The din:dl)r.-.: ~ne forbidden 

fo cirCl:btc papcr to the U;-'1(llmt 'J{ m()~c than fifty rcr ((n~ upon the 

,dlOlc .. :::pitcd. This ban~~ docs but lieLl. butinc1;; and its rate of di\'idend 

ji anI y tll n:e per cent !;)!" c\-cry ii" mO:ltb, Their n"tr:~, f ,r a dollar each, 

are current in payment, :!Lm~ CU11l1ectiCl!t l~i',cr, lmtl /(,l" i, ,me di11:ancc 

bey'ond. There i,o an,j~;,lr h.::::;. '.vll!, h all:.1 :h'Cl'~)ts ~Lt'm in r;~,\ n1l:';~. 
1 1 , 

J'he country ii-om Hartford to J\/L~Jlct()n is chL'1111crd ;y:t;l ti'cq,_:,'l1c 

wr)()d:::, and Cl,l·l\cf'..J with numt:rOli~ ;lerd~ of cattk. The road kad~ 

,dun~ the bank of a ri\l:r; Jinnct:ir\\l'- :::Jprrqcbill:~- its (d':-:l',.i();11~·timc' 

retiring, though. ne\cr farther thtm h:df it mile, fr()m it. After p:-! ,('ced

in!! ~ten miles, 1 came to VI dtticld, a {mall fea-port, where t\·, (' or ~hrcc' 
:lhii:s, three L~'i::-"r~lJlcl t\\o l~-:l(:,,)n'_rS, ',';ere lying. The f.hip-: vI-ere built at 

~\j ~Jdl<:~,~t~1, 
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Middleton, this ,-cry year. Othcr ihips, befide there, belong al{o to \Veft

fIeld, but the reft werc out at {ea. 
Midlcton is the market-town to which the farmers from the northern 

parts of New York, Maifachufetts, and Vermont, bring for fale, thofc 
hor[es, mules; and black cattle which they can fpare, to be exported to 
the Weft India iiles. Somc fin all veiT'c!s take on board their cargoes at 
Middleton; but, ~cw London, as I have already mentioned, is the more 
ufual place for lading. Hartford fhares with Middleton in the advan
tages of this cattle-market. Middleton is a handfome town, not inele
gantly built, and has trees planted along its ftreets, but is not one-fourth 
part as large as Hartford. This {mall place has but few fhips. Middleton 
is, however, the {cat of the cufrom-houfe for this difrrid, on account of it~ 
nearnefs to the mouth of the river, from which it is not more than twenty
nine or thirty miles difrant. When the tide has flowed in, to its grcateft 
height, there is from nine to ten feet depth of ,vater at Middleton. 

At the difiance of two miles from this town, there is a lead-mine which 
is {aid to have been wrought amid the ncceffities of the latc war. But, 
it i~ fo poor in orc, that thc working of it would ruin the proprietor, even 
though the price of labour were cheaper. 

The exports from Middleton amountcd, in the ycar 17Q5, to the value 
of thirty-one thouh,nd three hundred and feventy-fiyc dollars. It was 
only in the year 1 7~J! that the cufrom-houie was efrabliilled hcre. A 
bank was inftituted in Middleton in the month of Odober 17Q5. Its 
capital confii1:s of one hundred thoufand dollars; and, by its confritution, 
may be augmented to tour hundred thoufand dollars. The regulations 
fur its manag;cmcnt arc nearly the fame as thofe of the bank of Hartford. 
~u dividend has, as yct, been paid to the proprietors. 

Middleton is the chief town of the county of the fame natne. The 
whole number of inhabitants in the county is about nineteen thoufand, of 
whum two hundred arc ilayes. 

From :;'vliddlcton, the highway leads on toward ~ewhaven, between 
the ri,-cr and the hills which rife on each fide, in a parallel direction, and 
at no great diftance from its banks. The afpect. of this tratl: of country 

l~ 
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h little interefting; it is but thinly inhabited: it, fields diij)lay no lin·1t 

verdure; its cultivation is negligent; its general appcarallce is difagrce-l. 
able. Here is a greater fhow of wood, con£li1:ing chiefly of oaks, and. 

exhibiting no pines. Such is the ftate of the c()untry. til \vithin ten 

miles of Newhaven.The ",,"ay is fometimes ftony; hm1etimes merely 
fandy. When you come within t~n miks of :\,('\>:hawn, the hill:" 

gradually fubfide; and you pafs along a trad of n,('ra{~.. The pajl~~ 

requi£ltc to make the road firm and dry, though it might ha\ t> been 
'ea£lly fuccefsful, appears to hayc been neglected. The tide rlics to 
Tvithin four miles of Ncwhayen ; and often (0 f~ve11s th~ fmall river of the 

fame name, as to make it Iptead over the highway. 1'u-day -it wa5 tlif

"tu1ed to the diftan~ of half a mile. Were the land here lefs marD1),) 

and lefs frequently flooded; yet the foil is fandy and incapable of fertility. 
Some £lIver firs are thinly fcattetcd oyer this traer, anll make but a poor 
·appearance. It has not the appearance of a territory fit f,,-'r tillage, but 

'may anfwcr well enough for pafture-Iand. 

NE\VHAVEN. 

The toWtl of Newhasen covets a pretty large fpac'C of ground; for, .it~ 

'houfes are detached, by confiderable }fltervals, froh1 one another. A· 
w;'1Iber of corn-fields lie in the very middle of the tU\\11. The ftreets 
crofs one another at right angles, and ar~ fhaded with rows of trees. 

'The houfes are almofi all of wood, and there is none of them handfome. 
Two great ft:onc building5, belonging to the college, with the church and 

the a1fembly-houfe, ftanding round the church-yard, cOlnpofe the prin

cipal part of the town. 
But, the afpea of this town is, nl1 the whole, pl'ea£lng. Its £ltuation 

feems to be a healthy one; and, ~t i~ believed, that the proportion of 

annual deaths is, nt lea1t as fmall here as :n all)' other town belonging to 
the UrJited States. Yet, the yellow fever made great havock in thi~ 

'Place Ian year; and, in the prefent year, many hJ. vc be-en fwept off' b: 
;m epidemic dyfentery, both here and in Hartford. Of (Inc hundred and. 

fift.y perfbns who died .here in the months of Augu[t, ScpL'mb'-'r, and 
·3 X (.ldubc-r, 
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° ,-'tokr, out (If a. lJl:'pllLltion of fi \'e thoufand fouls, ninety-five died 

of a dvjL·nterv. 
The" !tarbo;lr lies on an arm of the fea, about four miles in length, 

which is formccl between LOI1 ,r-Ifland and the main-land: but it is drr~ 
b . • 

when the tide has ebbed; fo that, till a new quay fhall be bUllt, ililpS 
cannot conveniently take in their cargoes here. The flowing tide, how
ever, fills this harbour with fix, and ordinarily with (our feet of water. 
The anchorage, though worfe than that at New London, is,howtvor. 

pretty good. 
No fewer than fifty fuips belong to this port. Only one of thefe fails 

to Europe: Another makes its voyages to the Weft Indies, with cargoes 
of wood, oxen, mules and !torfes, \\ hich are fupplied from the adjacent 
country to the diftance of forty miles round. The remaining veffels 
are engaged in the coafting-trade, particularly w-ith New York. The ex
ports from N"C\\haven amounted, in the year 1701, to the value of oue 
hundred and fifty-one thoufand and forty-three dollars; in 17g2, to tW9 
hundred and lcven thoufand and forty-one dollars; in 17g3, to one hun
dred and forty-fix thoufand three hundred and eighty-fcyen dollars; in 
17(}!, to one hundred and fe"\-enty-one thoufand eight hundred and fixty
nine dollars; in 17g5, to one hundred and eighty-four thoufanu. and 
ei)!hty-two dollars. 

The whole of the ydfels in the harbour does not exceed three thou-
1;md tons. Eight packet-boats, failing regularly between Newhayen and 
~ew York, con,ey to the latter a great part of the imports from the 
ifles, together with a confiderable quantity of grain, which grmvs in the 
country about Newhayen, but cannot be here fold. The capitals of the 
merchants about Ncwhaven appear to be fmaller than thofe of the mer
chants in any other fea-port town of Connecticut. Not one of them is, 
alone, m.after o~' a ~ole !hip. The number of owners is fuch, that tlcey 

..BeYer ~lln~ of l~~unng a veifel. When any unlucky accident happens, 
the lofs bel11g dmded among many owners, is but a little to each. Yet 

. 1 . . r: 1.11. ' 
'vHt ll~ tll(~.~ .all two years, the loifes both by fuipwreck and capture, 
h~ye c.n'n 10 great, that the merchants of Ncwhaven begin, like others, 

to 
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t find it prudent to infure. Trade has been, for thefe fome ye:u", with·· 
c,'t either declining or encreafin;::, in this place; and the cafe has been: 

:.JIC fame with the population. The foil is. generally. rich about l';C\v

haven. \Vhen fufficiently manurcd, it ;'icld, fift), \"tfhcls of maize, an 
acre; and there is a great, 2,~m;l(1,mcc of ie~-wce(!~. \\hich, it! mjxtur(~ 

with common dung, arc uied a:; a n:ry fntilizin,[" manure. rAuch hnd, 
in this neighbourhood, is covered ,vith ,'cry "Id ~ll1cl indifferent wood, 
which makes it not cafily fufceptibk or' ~\!riulLur;:! improvement. N'e:lf 
the tn',',-n, the price ,,f 1::11'1 is from fourtl',~n en eighteen (hI'a!":; an acre. 
Labo',:!'.."rs rccei\':: four or five Ihil:ill~'-; a d'l::, and in (ummer, tv"clve dollars 
a n:::lth, or for the whole [ummer l11onth~, eighty d, ,;Lt·'< as their v,'ag":; 
the cattle are of middling quality. The bei:: pair 0:' oxen ill the country 
me: be had for fixty dollars. 

Ti:: wealth of the inhabitants of this tmvll is not gre:tt. M,{;- of 
them ha\'e farms in the neighhourhood, which ll1pply pru"i:lions for their 
families. The/e unall pof1t:Hions in the hanu; of the town's-peoplc, 
make it impoffible for thofe -.."ho have a furplus of produce, to find a l~tle 
for it in l'\ewhaven; it is, accordingly, fent tn ~ew York. A more 
ftrikin~ confequencc of this economy, is the lleg1cL'l: of impro\'ing agri
culture. 

T",-o opulent merchants, about a year fince, eretieJ a cotton-work at 
the diftance of two miles from the town. The fpinninf!;-cngine is put in 
motion by water; but the weaying 'is performed entird) by human la
j,.-ur. A great number of people arc employed; but the derclic1i'1l1 of 
this manunH':rure max be foretold, as its fucccfs is oppofd by all the ob
it,LCks common in fimilar cafes. Bdides, the expencc upon the build
ings has been far too confiderable. 

A bank was erected in -:',cwhaven, in the month ofOc'l:ober 1 ~~i:!. Its 
capital is one hundred thouiil.l1d dollars; and is divided into two hun
dred :!hares of five hundred dullars each. It began to traniild h~lji \lj~, 

onIy in the year 1705. The flrit dividend upon the fharT"', j.; to be paid 
n January 17g,. Shares in it arc now at a premium of fi,'c dolbr, 

Oll)(IH? the original price. Money is faid to han~ been fo i~';trcc, in thj~ 

3 X 2 pLlC::, 
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place, before the inftitmion, that what can be now obtained at the in
terel1 of four dollars a mon.th for the principal fum of nyC hundred dol .. 
lars, was. not thcn to, be' had for ref" than four pCI' cent. a month, with 

iecurity. 
The ravagcs of thc Engliih, during the' war, ruined the people of K ew· 

haven, who, to make up for ,their luiles, turned uiurers. The e11ablifh· 
ment of the bank put an end to the trade of ufury. The intereft of 
money is now reduced to one or one one-half per cent monthly, to thct 
money-lenders; and to- them, none have recourfc', fave {uch as hayc no

credit with the bank. 
]\;car :\cwhayen are frill fhewn the rocks,. among which GOL F and 

'WADLEY, tv-o of the judges that condemned Charles the firft of Eng
tal::], by concealed from the {carch which was made for them, by the 
command of Charles the (econd. Here is, alfo, a bridge, under which
they rcmained for fome days) while the foldicrs, their purfuers, fought 
them backward and forward, above. 

Therc is, in Newhaven, a college of confidcrably old inflitution, which
is faid to aflord as good inl1ruction. for youth, as any other feminary in 
the w-hole United States. To this college belongs a library' of two or
ttr'ce thouiimd volumes, with a cabinet of fpecimens of natural hiftory,. 
and a fmall mufeum, which receives, every year, great additions, and~ 

Inuit foon become very confiderable. There are in. the town, one EpiC. 
copal, and three Prefbyterian churches. 

The town is affirmed to hayc been damaged by Commodore TRYON, 
in the year lng, to the amount of more than one hundred thoufand 
dollars. It is the head-town of the county of the fame name. The.' 
county contains about thirty-three thoufand inhabitants, of whom four: 
hundred arc Daves. 

OBSERVATIONS ON CONNECTICUT. 

. The Englifh colony by which Connecticut was firft occupied, arrived'. 
1:1 the year 1033. They had a patent, granted to the Plymouth com

pany by the Earl of WAlt WICK. in the year 1630. They had to con-

tend 
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tend with thc Indians, who would not relinquiili their territories to· 
ihangers without a ftrugglc. In 1 {j()2, the colony of Connecticut ob
tained a charter, which fixed the form of'their future government. The 
people were cnthufiafric Preibyterians, and li,'cd ift. implicit fubmiffion 
to their minifiers. No perfa-n cou1d be, here, a freeman, without behn~~
ing to the Preiliyterian kirk; and none but ti-cemen could hay~ a ,"vice 

in elections. 
The mofi exccffi,e intolerance, the mofc violent perfccution, enfued-· 

againfr the Quakers in particular, who were treated as the woril of here
tics, were tortured, baniilied, abufcd with firipes, evcn put to death. 

At prefent, the confiitution of the ftate of Connccricut, i~ the fame as 
beforc th~ revolution. A ihort act decJaratory of the rights of the people 
of this frate, mentions, that the old confiitution eitablifhed in· the reign. 
of Charles the fccond, is frill agreeable to the people; that the pri vileges 
of freemen, and the admiffion to them, ilialJ, therefiJrc, remain fuch as 
they were before; that, in. fhort, there fhull be no change, except the 
abolition of regal authority. The Legiilature confifis of an Under-houfe, 
or Houfe of Reprefentatives, and an U pper-houf~, or Council. Thdc 
two houfes united compofe the fupreme judicial tribunal of the frate, be
fore which all fuits at law may be brought by a lail appeal, and \vhich· 
has power to mitigate or annul all fentences of inferior judges. The Go
vernor and Deputy-governor are elected annually. The Governor pre
fides in the Council,. and is alfo Speaker in the Houfe of Repre(cntati,es: 
befide which, he can influence the voices of lcveral other members of the 
Legiilature. 

The meetings of the Aifembly take place in the months of May and 
October. The members of the fupreme judicial court of the frate, thofe of 
the county courts, and the jufriees of the peace, are nominated from among 
the members of the legiilature. The firfi: of thefe three claifes of judges 

remain in office, for that precife length of time for which they are no
minated by the legiilature: The two lafr can be nominated only for one 

year,. but may be re-appointed at the end of that time. The Governor 
and' 
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and the ,., ",uncil name the fheriffs, who hold their office without limita~ 
tion as t, ts continuance. 

The la\\ s of England are the foundation of thofe, as well of Connec~ 
tlcut, as of ;1.1moi1: ~1l the rcft of the United States. Little alteration has 
Lecn made upon them. The law concerning the fucceffion to the pro~ 
perty of perfons dying intci1:ate, is entirely that of England; it is, now, 
in full fixee, throughout all the American i1:ates; and it provides, that 
a third part of the property of the dcceafed 1hall belong to his widow, 
and that the remainder fhall be diftributed in equal portions among his 
c;hildren; but \"ith certain rei1:ricrions; fuch as, that when otIC of the 
children dying leaves progeny, or in any fimilar cafe, his part is, of con
iequencc, to bc again dii1:ributed. The laws relative to debtors, order 
the {ale of the goods, moveables, and lands of the debtor, when a debt 
cannot, otherwi{e, be recovercd from him, and even allow his perfon to 
he arrcitcd, in cafe of infoh-ency. The criminal law has all the fc"\-erityof 
that of England. One article (of which I know not whether it be at prc
rent in force in England, as it is one of the old laws of Connecricut) or
dains, that whofocycr 1hall dcny the exii1:ence of God, or the myfiery of the 
bldled Trinity, or the diyine truth of the Holy Scriptures, fhall be held 
unfit for any public office, till he repent and acknowledge his error; and 
that, in caie of rdapie, after fuch repentance, he 111a11 be put out of the 

protcL'tion of thc law. The laws rcfpecring mJ.rriage authorife divorce, 
in the cates of adultery, or marriage within the forbidden degrees of con
fang-uinity. If a man and hi~ wife have bcen parted for {even years, by 

the ab1e~ce of one or the other of them beyond feas; or if either party g~ 
upon a 1ca-vop;:c that is to be of three months continuance, and in a 

~:ip of which news cannot be recciycd wichinc,~iS than three months; or 
It ther_c be reafon to bclieyc that either df the two parties has been 10ft 
~pon 1uch a yoy~~e; then the other party, whether man or woman, gc
lUg befor~ a maglitratc, and prefenting jatisfacrory evidence of thefe fach, 
nuy obtam from him, if he fhall judge all the circumi1:ances of the cafe 
to require it, a final ditfolution of the l1"..arrias;e. This law condemns any 

perron, 
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perfon, whether man or woman, that 1hall put on the drefs proper to the 
other fex, to pay a fine of feventy-five dollars. 

Adultery, till the year 1784, was liable to be punifhed with death:
It is now puniihed only with public whipping, and with the fearing of a 
red-hot iron on the forehead. Rape is puniihed with death, upon the 
oath of the woman by whom it has been fuffered, and at her exprefs re
quefr: but there is no infrance of the execution of this law; and the 
people of ConneCticut fay, that fuch crimes can never happen in the 
frate, or, what is more probably the truth, that the extreme feyerity of 
the law deters both the fuffcrer from complaint, and the profligate from 
incurring fuch guilt. 

The laws againft gaming, are exceffively fevere in Connecticut. One 
of thefe is againfr horfe-racing: This it regards as an idle plcaltlre, which 
is attended with diforder and riot, that utterly frufrrate the end of its 
infritution, as a means for improving the breed of hor[es, The law for the 
hallowing of the Sabbath, forbids all profane diverfions upon that day, and 
is exceffively firiCt. It is probable, that the prohibition of journies on a 
Sunday might fall, infeniibly, into difufe, were it not, that an ill-natured 
Jelen-mall has it now in his power to thv,-art and fine any pcr1CJ!1 attempt-
ing fuch a journey; and that everyone thinks it necdfary to avoid the 
danger of being teized by fuch impertinence. 

The poor's laws have oecaiioncd the difficulty which a frranger pail.: 
ing from one town to another, or coming from another fiate, finds, in 
effeCting a fettlement in a new iituation. The only conditions urOll 

which fuch a perfon can be domefiicated in his new place of reiidence, 
are, his either po1feffing a property of at leafr an hundred dollars, or hav
ing reiided fix years in the place; and without thefe conditions, he will 
not obtain relief in diftrefs from poverty. The fdeCt-men ·who are, in 
every townihip, the direCtors of the police, are to prevent the fettlement 

I 

of all firangers who cannot fatisfy them in regard to thofe conditions. 
_ Every towp is obliged to provide for its own poor, and the feleCt-men 
have authority over the education and conduCt of the children of poor 
parents, till they arrive at the age of one and twenty years. From this 
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.age, they are no longer fubjecr to the particular dire.crion ot t~e Elders-, 
The wandel~ng poor, who are ufually wounded foldlers or fhlpwreckecl' 

-(eamen, receive temporary relict: at the pleafure of the felect-men. 
'Vhat thefe bcJtow, i~ afterwards repaid to them, by the Union, by the 
State, or by the particular town, according to the circumflances of the 

-cafe. 
Betide the political diyifion of the flates into countie3 and town01ips) 

Connecticut acknowledges two fubdi"ifions into pariDlcs and fchool
diflriL'1:s, In each town or {ociety, the houfeholders of the houfes which 
ftand together, haye a right to affcmble, and to make by-laws for the 

regulation of certain pnrts of their common interdts. They chufe their 
rninificrs; and impofc, for their fupport, a general tax, at the pleafure of 
the majority, and which i~ to be paid by everyone in proportion to the . . 
particular flate uf IIi, fortune. The towns nominate the collec9:ors of the 
tax; and it muit be paid by the people, without evafion. But, "\vhcn 
any perron finds himfdf to be taxed, not in a due proportion to his pro
perty; he may appeal to the County Court, which ,,-in take care, that 
juflice be done him. The colleCtors, as well of this tax, as of thofe fo1' 
the expellces of the fiate, are accountable for the money which they levy, 
and punifl1ubk for embezzlcment or maIverhltion in office. Miniftcr$ 
for -whom their parifhc3 r-efuie to make adequatc provifion, can haye re ... 

courfe to the Gencral Ailcmbly, which "ill gi,-c orders for the collec
tion and paymcnt of the proper fums, Th:lt AtTembly has, likewife, the 
,power of fettlinp; minificrs in fuch pariilies as have remained, for one 

whole YC,a.r: Yacant, and of ordering proy!fron to he made fo1' the fuppori: 
of the m111lfiers thus fettled. 

A law ,enacte,d in the year 17tH, permits perfons \vhafe teligious per
fl:afion diffcrs trom that of the community in which they live, to affo
Clate _th~mfdycs, as t~ the matter of reE-gion, 'with fClllle community of 
whofc tom1 of worD-up they approve, and to -add their contributions to 
thofe for the [upportot: ~hcir own religion -only. But, this is permitted 
folely under thefe CO~dltlOns; 1, That they make their intention previ
ou{Jy known to the felcct-men of thc town; ~. That the religion whic& 

they 
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they chufe, be fOl1ll,e mode of Chrii1ianity; 3. That th l')' do net, aftc-r
wards, claim a voice in any p~ru":li:ll meetings, cx~ept '.",hen t!2e buunefs 
of the fchools is under confideration. 

Prefbyterianifm is the preyalent religion throughout Conne,:ticut. Its 
minii1ers, the zcal of its folIo\\Trs, and the apl'r, 'pri Ctti()11 of th,,' },:ac(:5 in 
the colleges to Prcfbyterians excluli \": 1::. :;f[~ )rG vcry ;rn ~ ad\-antages, to 
prevent it from being fupplanted h;: all)- other tonn of r·:li;;;r:n. The 
Anahaptii1s are, next after the Prc!h::tcrian" the moil numcrous {cc1 in 
the fbte. Although the letter (I[ the Lm- have eihbliibcd freedom of 
religious {entiments in ConneC1icut; {uch ti'ccJom is, howner, t:u from 
being known here. Prefbytcriandin rci;n:: in all its rigour. ddi)otifm, 
and intolerance. 

Another law long prior to the revolution, obli;;n ncry [en~nt} t'~lmilie5 

in Connetticut, to maintain a common {chool for clcH'n months in the 
year. Reading and writing are appointed to be there taught. If the 
number of families be under {cyenty, they are, then, obliged to maintain 
their {chool, only for fix months in the year. En~ry town forming a re
gular iQcorporation, mutt keep a grammar-fchool, in which Englifh, 
Latin, and Greek are to be tal~bht. The different {ocieties are to name, 
each, a deputation to "ifit and regulate the {chools. For cycry thOl10lld 

dollars of taxation to the frate, t .... vo' dollars are to be paid for the {upport 
of the {chools. The teachers have {alaries proportioned to the taxation 
of the difrricts to which they belong. Towns or communities entmfted 
with particular funds for the {upport of {chools, can rccei ,-e no interefl: 
from tho{e funds~ while they delay to erett the {chools for which it was 
deftined; and lofe the principal, if they fhall attempt to di,-ert it to any 
~ifferent purpo{e. Towns or parifues having no foundatiolls for {chools, 
mufr either {upport their {cho0Is, entirely out of the appointed tax, or 
muft, at Ieaft contribute one-half of the means for the maintenance of 
there {chools, while the parents whore children are educated in them, pay 
the reft. In very populous towns, the {upport of the fchools, continlle~ 
to Qe left to the inhabitants. 

It is provided by law, that the {elect-men thall, In every town, take 

3 Y cogruzance 



cognizance of the fiatc of the fchools. Upon their reports, a~ld in the 
proportions in which thde declare the falarics to be, refpechvely, ~e
{erved,-the towns make payment of the money which has been levled 
for the teachers. Where there are no fchools, or but very bad ones; 
the proportion of the tax is withheld, in order that it may be befiowed 
where it has been better earned. There is, however, no infrance of a 
town or parifh, remaining, negligently, without a fchool. Many com
munities maintain their fchools for a greater part of the year, than they 
are, by law, obliged to do. The {dca-men and the deputations from 
the communities manage the farms and other revenues of the fchools. 

The teachers are commonly young men from the colleges, ftudents of 
law or theology. Their falariesare at the pleafure of the different parifhes, 
from two to three hundred dollars. Almoft all thofe who now act a dif
tinguifhed part in the political bufinefs of New England, began their 
career as teachers in tnefc fchools; a fituation that is accounted exceed
i.ngly honourable. Sometimes, where the falary is fmaU~ women are 
<:hofen to be the teachers. Even thefe mui!, in this> cafe, be well qua-
lified to teach reading, writing, and arithmetic. 

Every county mufr :have a {chool for Greek and Latin. A fine-of 
three dollars is exacted from parents negleCting to fend their children to> 

1(:hoo1. The feleCt-men have authority to levy it. 
One natural confequence from the careful 6hfervance of this law is,. 

that hardly a perfon can be met with in Co4Ittetticut, any more than in 
Matiachufetts, who is not qualified to- read, write, and perform the com
mon operations of arithmetic; and that the- general maIJners are better, 
the laws more faithfully ob-ferved, and crimes more fare, here, than in 
other places. The punifhment has not, as yet, been abolifhed in Con
neCticut. It is, ho~ever, referved for crimes of extraordinary atrocity;: 
and, for thefe lafi eIght years, has been, in no inilance, inflicted.; 

A~ ad, paired in the year 179-5, appropriates, for the fupport of-the 
pubhc tchools, whatever fums of money :£hall arife from the fale ot thofe 
lands which arc the property of the State, and are fJ.,tuate wdbward from 
Pennf)/lvania. Thefe furns are to he put out at intc:reil:;. and the annual 

revenue. 
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revenue, which they fhall thus afford, is to be divided among the fehoors 

of the different parifhes, according to the proportions in "hich thC1t' 
parifhes, refpectively, contribute to the public expenditure of the State. 
At the pleafure of a majority of two-thirds of the people of any parifh, 
this fund may be applied to the maintenance of the miniiter, inHead of 
that of the fchoolmafter. Every parifh i~ at liberty to make this parti
cular difpofal of its own portion of the money. But, in this cafe, all the 
different fec'1:s, within the limits of the parifh, mufi receiyc their refpec
tive fhares. 

The fervitude of the negroes has not been aboliihed in thi~ ftatc as in 
Maffachufetts. It is here ordained by law, that every negro born in the 
flate fince the year 1784, 111 all , at the age of twenty-one year~, be de ... 
elared free. It is allowed, that the interdl: of the law-gi,-ers had fom\.' 
ibarc in dictating the particulars of this decree. No old la w exii1:ed in 
favour of llavery; though it was, indeed, countenanced by fome judicial 
fentences of the courts, pronounced at the inftance of mafier:;; of runaway 
daves. The confiderations which moved the legi11ature to determin~ 
as they did in this bufinefs, were, refpect to property, and the fear of 
dangerous confequences as likely to arife from a fudden and general 
-emancipation. But, fuch refpect for property of this nature was fla
grant injuftice; fince it was never before exprefsly acknowledged by 
the laws, and exified-but by difhoneft fufierance. In regard to the. 
dread of confequences; the numher of negroes in the State of Connec
ticut, was too inconfiderable to afford any plaufible pretence for fuch 
.alarm. The cafe of Maffachufetts, which in refpect to tlavery, ftood in 
the fame fituation with Connecticut, and in which there were, at the 

time of the general emancipation, a greater number of negroes in fervi
tude, fufficientl1 evinces the futility of this pretence. The community 
have there experienced no unfortunate confequcnces from the eman.cipa
tion of the negroes. Few of thefe have made any criminal abufe of their 

liberty. Neither robbery nor murder is more frequent than before. AI
trlofi: an the emancipated negroes remain. in the condition of fen-ants; as 

they cannot enj()), their ft'eedom, without earning means for their fub-
i Y 2 fitlence. 
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tifrcnce. Some of them have {ettled, in a {mall way, as a-rtiians or hur ... 
bandmen. Their number is, on the whole, greatly diminuhed. And em 
this account, the advocates for !lavery maintain, that the negroes ofMaf
lachufetts have not been made, in any degree, happier- by their general 
I:mancipation. None of them has, however, returned into fervitude in 
thofe {tates. in which !la\uy is ftill fuffered by the laws. None has die<l 
of want. Mauachufetts has delivered itfelf from the diihonour of the 
moil: odious of all violations of the natural liberty and the inextinguiihable 

rights of the human fpecies. 
The militia of ConneCticut, confii1:s of four divifions, eight brigades" 

, five and thirty regiments: of the regiments, eight are cavalry,; five, light 
infantry. The legi!lature nominate the commander-in-chicf, the inferior 
gl'neLl1s, and all the fraff-officers.. The other officers are -cho{cn by their' 
refpe8:ive regiments. They hold, all, their commiffions from the govern
ment. The other neceffary regulations arc nearly the fame' as in the 
other frates. The legiflature here exercifesthe farne powers of regula
tion, which are, clfewherc, intrufied with the government. The mode 
of forming the militia, is the fame as in other places. All . males, from 
(:ightcen to forty-five years of age, are liable tofen"e. The Governor is 
General, and the Deputy-governor, Lieutenant-gentilral of the, militia., 

The high-roads are made and repaired, in,Connecticut, by the labour 
of all perfons between the ages of fifteen and fixty years", An overfeer is 
annually named for the infpeCtion of the high'ways, and for regulating 
the labour upon them: He is fubjeCt to the controul of the feleCl: .. 
men. Care i3 taken to make thofe who are by law obliged, to do 
their duty. Y ct, it mufr be owned, that the roads, in Connecticut, arc 
Hill bad. 

The laws rcfpecting taxation; have undergone many changes fince the 
:tevolution. All property is taxable in Connetlicut; as well moveables as 
Jaml. The fubje<fts of taxation are difrributed into ten .claifes. Horfes, 
c,arriages, and capital belong to one clafs, and are taxed in a ,dne propqr:
tlOn to. the taxes upon, real property. The commiffionersfor fixing t.he 
proportlon~ of every different perfon's taxation, are nominated annual] yiu 

(""cry 
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fown, and have here the appellation of Lifters. It is their duty to pro
cure; once a: year, from every inhabitant, a ftatement of his property; 
and from thefe ftatements to form a general inventory to be tranfmitted 
to the legiflature.. The legiflature, upon the infpection of the inventory, 
~xes the proportion of tax' which the particular town muft pay. The 
lifts of the commiffioners, therefore, regulate the taxes. Though the 
taxes· be already .. fufficient; the commiffioners muft not neglect to regif
ter any increafe of property in their refpective towns. Perfons deceiving 
the commiffioners by falfe eftimates of their property, are condemned to 

pay four times· as much as their juft proportion of the tax. 
Thefe lifts ferve, alfo, to regulate the proportions in which other 

taxes are to be" levied. The Lifters levy thirteen cents of a dollar 
upon every thoufand pounds of property, befide one-half of that qua
drupled tax which is exacted, as a fine for the concealment of pro
perty. The collet.'lors are named by the towns, from one three years to 
anbther; and are allowed two and half per cent, on the money they col
lect, with a {alary from the ftate. vVhen they are obliged to compel pay
ment from the dilatory, by actions at law; their allowance is augmented, 
on account of the cofts of the fuits. The care of the Lifters, and the 
Collectors, procures a faithful payment of the taxes. 

Though every poffible precaution feems to be here provided by law, to 
hinder any unfair ftatement of property for taxation; yet, in Connecti.
out, as in other places, men find means to cheat the revenue. As the 
efi:imates of property are not given in upon oath, many who would fcruple 
to {wear to the truth of a falfe ftatement, make r.o difficulty of giying in· 
their eftimates, i:l the prefent cafe, with a carelefs inaccuracy that fails 
not to favour thcmfelves. However diligent, the enquiries of the Lifters 
are ftill infufficient to detect every little artifice~ A thoufand things oc
cur to render it impoffible that they !hould. Several of the vvcalthicft 
perf oris in the ftate, have owned tome, that the taxation which they adli

ally pay, is not above a fixthpart of what they ought to pay. One mode 
of eva,fion, commonly praCtifed in Connecticut,' is, by placing in the 
Idw:efr clafs, land that, on aCColmt of its fituJtion, its quality, its produce, 

ought 
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ought -rather to be ranked in the higheft; which mak~ a di~er~nceupo-n 
the tax 'of fi vefixths or fometimes, even of twenty-mne thutIeths. A 
table of taxable property, by which the Supreme Court regulates the tax:.. 
'ation, exhibits a proportion of lands of the loweft dafs which mu!! .appear 
far too great, to any perfon that has an acquaintance with the country. 
The whole amount of taxable property was efiimated, in the year 1796, at 
,the fum of five millions feven hundred and twen~ thQufand four 'hundreH 

and eighty . dollars. 
Thefe taxes have, for thefe 'fevera] years, 'been but twenty-~brce thou

Sand dollars, regularly paid. The annual expenditure of the government 
amounts nearly to fifty thoufand doll.:!rs. B--..:~, there is a tax upon writ
ten deeds, or, in other words, a ftamp-tax, tha' yields from fix to eight 
thoufand dollars a year. The State formerly lent tdree hundred and fifty 
thoufand dollars to the Union, for which it receives intereft at the rate of 
four per cent. And it 'has, likewife, fome other foyraes of income,of 
,\,;hich I ,could not obtain any diftin8: account. But, its income is, alto
gether, equal to its expenditure. The taxes impofed by the Supreme 
Court, are fixed in proportion to the neceffities of the prefent year, and 
the economy of former ones. There are a number ~f banks in Connec
ticut. 

The trade of ConneCl:icufis, as I mentioned in fpeaking of New Lon
don ,confined to the exportation of the {urplusproducc of the lands, to 
the W.eft India Iiles, or.to the other States of the Union. Cattle and 
mules from thofc parts of the State of New York, which are contiguous 
to Albany, are included in this exportation. New York is the emporium 
of almoft a-H the trade of CQnne8:icut, of which the fhips are wont ofteh 
either to take in their cargoes or at leaft to complete them, the Fe, and to 
bring their returning cat:goes thither. 

The whole exports from Conne8:icut, were, in the ye-ar 1;791, of the 
value of fevenhund-red and ten tboufand three hundred and fifty-two 
dollars; in 1792, eight hundred and feventy-nine thoufand fevcn :hun
drcd and fifty-two dollars; in 1793, feven hundred and feventy thoufand 
two hundred and fifty-four dollars ; in 1704, fev-en hundred and twelve 

thoufand 
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tf..:oufand feven hundred and fixty-four dollars; in 1795, eight hundred 
and nineteen tho.ufand four hundred and fixty-fi ve dollars. 

The tonnage of the ihips belonging to Connecticut, whether engaged 
in the foreign or the coafring-trade, amounts, in all, to thirty-fi\'c thou
~li.d tons. 

Connecticut is, after Rhode Wand and Delaware, the fmallefi State in 
the Union; but, in proportion to its extcnt, the mofi populous. There 
are about one and fifty perfons to evcry fquare mile. As the lands are 
aU occupied and in cultivation, more perfons emigrat:; out of Connecti
cut to the newly acquired lands, than from any other State in the Union. 
This will be more particularly evinced from the following ilatement of 
facts. 

In the year 1756, the whole population of Connecticut, was one hun
dred and twenty-nine thoufand and twenty-four fouls; in 1774, one 
hundred and ninety-feven thoufand eight hundred and fifty-fix fouls; in 
1782, two hundred and nineteen thoufand one hundred and fifty fouls; 
in 1701, two hundred and thirty-feven thoufand nine hundred and forty
fix fouls. Thus, in the courfe of the firfi eighteen years, the average in
c.reafe of the population, was three thoufand eight hundred and twenty 
fouls annually;. for the next eight years, it was but two thoufand fix hun
dred and fixty-one fouls a year; during each of the laft nine years taken 
at an average, it has not been more than two thoufand· and eighty-fix 
fouls. Celibacy is not novt more common than formerly: and it was 
never frequent in Connecticut. Young people marry early: and their 
marriages are very fruitful, augmenting the population very rapidly. It 
may, therefore, be calculated that two-thirds of the numbers which are 
continually added to the former population, leave the country, and go to 
fettle in the newly occupied territories. Many of the landholders in 
Connecticut purchafe lands, at a very low price in .the State of Vermont. 
Thefe they retain for themfelves till their children grow up; and then 
beftow them upon fame of the young folks, as their patrimony. Mofi of 
thOfe who emigrate out of Connecticut, leave it, only bccau{e they can
not find in it, a place for comfortable and adv;antageous fcttiemrmt. 

The 



Tilt inhabiLl1lt~ of Connecticut, are, almofr univerfally, of Englifh de-: 

tcent, and are a jober, acl:i\'e, indufrrious people. Their diilinguiihing 

qualities arc nearly the fame, as thofe of the other inhabita~ts of New 
England. They are faid to be very litigious. And there are, 1l1decd, fe:,' 
~Lii)llt('s, even of the mofr trivial nature, among them, that can be ternl1~~ 
nated eifewhere than before a court of juftice. >No frate, perhaps no 
equal number of people in the uni,rerfe, have fuch .3. multitude of Ll\~
iitits. There i~;, no where clfe, fuch:a mob of advocates, ,as here. !sIt 

the multiplicity of lav,-{uits that has engendered the lawyers? Or, de>: 
not the lawyers rather give birth to the excefsoflaw-fuits? .Be this d.: it, 
may; thcfe lawyers have, at prefent, very great influence among the p~o
pIe of this frate, efpecially in political matters. It is even i~l.id to be 
~reater than that of the minifrers, whO, in confequence of theirmutrial 

wranglings, and their fierce intolerance, have lofr much of the high in

tlm'nec which they once poifeif<?d. 
The people of Connc8:icut are rigid and zea10us in the difchargc ofthei.r 

religious duties. But, I have been told, that iincere devotion, founded 
upon thoroughconvic1ion, is rare among them. Their manners are itI-ongly 
republican. They are, ,all, in cafy circumitances; few of them, opulent. 
Such as do poilefs extraordinary wealth, are very anxious to conceal' 
their fortunes from the vigilant and inyidious jealoufy of their fellow ... 
citizens. 

The prevalent political fentiments are full of attachment to freedom, 

and to the prefent confritution. The people are rough in their manners; 
yet frank and hofpitable; though lefs agreeably fo, than the inhabitants 
of Mail~lchufetts, who are, however, certainly not the mofr polifhed peo
ple in the world. 

In the year 1784, 1 had been honoured at Paris, with the freedom of 
the town of Newhaven. It was conferred in a very refpcClful letter from 
the mayor and aldermen of the town. I .knewnot, .to whom I was 

obliged for this attention. I received it with no particular notice; little 

thinkini!" at that time, that, in eight years, Newhaven would be the only 

place in the world, in which I might: confidently expect to be owned as 

a citizen. 
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0. Cltizen. On my arriyalin T'\ewhaven, I thought it my duty to make 
my acknowledgments for ,the honom I had received. But, it was pro
bable, that the magifirates by whom it had been conferred, mutt h:tyc 
forgotten the little tranfaetion, as I had ne\"Cr written to them, in anfwer 
to their letter. I went, howeyer, to viiit them, as a ti'eernan of the 
town. One of them had been for forne YC:lr:; i,l Frm:c. had, ob
tained a good place, :111(1 had alf() been at Liancourt. There, while I 
fat at tabk \\ith a number of ::::l:cfL, he had cxprcfLd a deiire to fce the 
apartments. Permiffion \\"as readily granted on my part; and he was 
a{]<.ed into the dining-room, "which was yery lar!2:c. But I had no oppor
tunity to fhew him any other attentions than ,\ere paid to all thofe ,",hi) 

came, almofi daih', to fee I1lY houfe and gardens. This vyortlrr man, how-.. ........ .. 
ever, ,,,hen he faw me, in my prefent humble condition, n~c"llcc1:t:J. with 
lively gratitude, the ci,ilities he had met with, at my feat, which I, as 
was natural, had quite forgotten. In confequence of this, I was n;ccin'd 
by the magifirates and principal bur?:efies of the tOWI1, "ith a warm and 
hearty welcome, fuch as men natur,dly thew toward, a perfon whom 
they ice with an agreeable furprize. Mr. HILLHOUSE, member of the 
Congrefs, "ith whom I had occaiion to become acquainted in Philadel
phia, was my conduetor to them. He is a worthy, ho1i)itable man, of 
true republican principles and manners; ~'. indeed, are all the people of 
Conneeticut. Yet, I cannot help preferring thofe of Maflachufetts, who 
with the fame plainnefS, are, however, lefs precife, and more amiable in 
their manners. 

FAIRFIELD.-NOR \ \' ALK.-STAi\JFO RD. 

The State of Connetticut extends only fiye or fix miles beyond Stam
ford. This tract is not ip. fo good a Hate of occupancy and cultivation, 
as that through which I had come. The land adjacent to the lea, is in 
the fame Hate as that which lies {omewhat t~lrther back. From Penobf
cot to New York, it is full of rocks. Yet, rome part of the country 
through which the road leads, is" verdant, covered with rich crops, and 

agreeably intereiting to the view. A coniiderablc part of it is C(lYCfl'd 

3Z ~ili 
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with wood" contii1:ing: chiefly of pines, {pruce~firs, and birches. Thirteen 
miles from Ncwhavcn you crois the River Stratford in a very good and , . 
life ferry-boat. At the ferrY, the riYer is about half a mile broad. The 
road is ~nc\-cn, and fo fton;-, as to be not at all plcafant to a traveller. 

''{ nu crofs a number of iinaller i1:rcams, hy railing along tolerably good 
bridzp. Thcfe arc navigable, only y,-hen f\"\'ollen by the flowing tide •. 

T!ll_'rc arc two or three fma11 Yc1Tcb which trade from hence to New 
York antI the neighbouring tovms: and at 1ea.:£1: one goes to the Antilles. 
I J:l\\. one at "!\'cuwicd, that had cattle on board. It was bound for the 

\\·cit InJic~; though it~ tonna~c wa", indeed, vcry fInal!. All thefe 

{mal! rort~ llr crecb belong to the dii1:riCl of Fairfield, the fmalleft. of 
fuur into which Connecticut is diyided. The exports from this difrriCt, 

amounted, in the year 1791, to fifty thoufand three hundred and fifteen 
dollars; in the year 17(1~, to fift\-thr,:c thoufand three hundred and 
lcn~ntccll dollar,,; in 1 if)3, to fennty-fi\T thoufand three hundred and . . 
eight dolbr,:; in 1 i{)4, tu fcycnty-fcven thoufand four hundred and 

tY,-mty-fix dollars; in 1 i[lj, to eighty thoufand one hundred and forty

Ji-{ doTlan. 
Between F <tirfield and Stamford are frequent rocks. The inhabitants 

,1rc not yer)' numerous. Some villag('~ of a pretty thri \ing appearance, 

,ac. hc.\\C\<r, to be ft.--en from the high road. No culture but that of 

mcado\vs, no tinage, appears. It is faid that the foil is, in general, {uf
ticimtly fit for bearing corn, but that the nature of the climate fubjeCts. 
tht: CfGF to :l blai1:ing that neyer fails to fpoil it in it, growth. Thefe dif
aI1YJ.nt,ige::, affett the whole territory lying along this part of the coafr. 

ENVIRONS OF NE\Y YORK.-PAULUSHOOK. 

-'~t the diftance of eight miles from Stamford~ the traveller enters the 
State of New York. The quality of the land is frill the fame. From 

Ncwhaven, the road frill leads along the coafr, in the fame diredion with 

tha.t wh~ch goes to New ~ondon. ~ro.m this place, the coafr of Long 
mand, 13 forty,-from Newbaven, It 1S not more than twenty, miles, 

diftance. But, the two coatts advance continually towards one another, 

as 



as you approach Xcw York, till, at laft, oppofite to this cit.'" the i110r(''' 
of Long Wand arc fecIl at no more than half a mile's diil:ance. ~'::hip' of 
fmall burthen makc their \va)" throu,~h the Sound, to ::\cw York. The 
paifagc, called Hell Gate, is f() difficult to large ihips, that it "".:15 at
tempted but twice in the time of the American \Yar. 

A fmall part of the road' has been confcruded by pedons \\"ho undertook 
this bufinefs upon the credit of a toll that is now levied. This part V';;{~J 
for thefe two lail: years, almoil: impafiabk, but is nnw excellent. l'ho1l' 
fragments of rock which have been cleared out of the road, arc piled up 
along its fides, and fern; to prevent any deviation beyond the juit: limits 
of its breadth. The paihge to the iiland of ~e\v York, i,'., by King's 
Ferry, at the diftance of fourteen miles from that cit~L 

This i:fland is feparated from the main-land by a narro\v arm of the 
::\orth River, whi~h f:tlls into the Sound, and extend'i in length, lK"twecn 
the Sound and that noble river. It i", here, a mile and a half broad: 
And on its oppofite bank, are the ru~:.:cd rucb of J crl<"y. The j()il d 
the il1and of New York, is a barren 1:mJ. Some Il'Jt .-ery prndu8i\'c 
farms lie along the road; and the die i" cO\Lr'..:d with trc(iuent country
houfes belonging to rich inhabitants, ,f thl' town or" Xl'W York. The 
nearcr you approach to thc town, ii) much the morc handicJmc and nume
rous do you ice thoie country-houies to become. By manure and labori
ous culture, the fields haye been made to yield tolerable crops, ami the 
gardens, \\ ith f!re~t difficulty, to produce pulic and pot-herbs. 

I knew, that the epidemical iicknc1s \va,; 10 t~lr mitigated in ~cw 
York, that the communication \,;a:i ;l;c:ain open between thi" city and 
Philadelphia. But, I went to Eliu1;t,th-t(l\\Il, to yiiit ;\'Ir. RI (' K ETTS ; 

not knowin~ how cxtremcI.\" fearful both he and hi~ \\ itt: were, left the 
infection ihould, by a 11\' means, be communicated to their children. I 

.. wi' __ • 

there, determined not to halt in .0:L.:W Yurk, as my acquaintance \HJldd. 

mo11: probably, huyc left the town. 

MINERALOGICAL OBSER \':\TIO;\S. 

Granite is the fpecieg of rock m(lit: prevalent altlT1f! thl' coatts o! :\ 1 ,:1'..t

('h\JJctt~, :New Hampfbire, and l\hine. Tht" aI'!''''"r,U1('( l,t" it~ fCLgIlJ"n~' 

3 Z 2 
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on the furface, is fufficicnt to enable anyone to judge of the quality of 
the [oil, even without examining into it, more particularly. Granit: j.~ 
not, howcnT, the only fort of rock, here, to be difcoyered. There 15 a 
great abundance of lime-fione at Thomafiown, Bclfait, Ducktrap, and 
\ 'IT aldoborough. A l~md-fionc is there found in yet greater plent;-
There is j()tnLc flate, of which a part is exccfIively hard; though it be 
more commonly black and fcaly, efpecially at the corner of Beatrix-hill. 

The lime-frone in General Knox's l1uarries at Thomailown is entirely 
cryihllized, and mixed with a glittering fund-fione. Some beautiful 
pieces of talc are occafionally found amon~~ its layer,;. It is eafy to b~ 
burnt, and affords "cry good quick-lime. Farther to\yurds the back
country of Maine, I found the rocks to be the 1~11lle as on the coafi. Such 
at leait: did they appear, wheren~r the ground was opened to any depth. 
On the {urface, there was a pure gravel, or, more commonly, a clay, a 
Hiff loam, or a rich vegetable earth. The cataract of Androfcoa;!gir., 
near the mouth of Kenneb~ck River, exhibits ihata of a hard ichiitus~ 
In Portland there is an intermixture of granite with fand-fione and othel' 
glitterin,:.!: itones. From the heights near Portland, are {een \-arious ,,-hite 
rock", the hi:.:-heit: in Kew Kl:2:bnd. They are 0 fituate in 1'\"e\"- Ham~-" 

I ihire. They lie,. in an a«cmbla~c together, behind thc three foremait:; 
ranges which :fhetch from north-edt to fouth-\vdl:. They di\-ide :,\o1cr
rimack from ConneCticut. They are feen from it ~rl·~t difrance eait-.. '-- .... \yard. They are mOTe than {c\-enty miles diitant from Portji}}Gl~~k 
They arc hid to confiit of panite;. but I did not it:c them ncar enough 
to be able to determine. Of this {ort are the mountains of i\cvv Hamp
jhirc in general. On the \yay from Salem, ~rc large rocks of a yellow ifh 
red colour, which have, at fidt fight, the appearance of jail1Cr,· but are,' 
in f~ld, conly a very hard ochre. In the yicinity of Boit0I1, on the fea
fhore, and in the fields behind the town, arc a (!icat variety of ferpcntincO', 
f~~dipars, and ditfe:ent other Hones, {orne of \\hieh arc. exceedingly beau
tIful. Beyond Milton, a village at the difiance of two miles from Bof 
ton, is a traer of ground covered oY~r with pudding-ftones; and the 
brooks exhibit, on their beds water-worn fragments' of granite, fchoerl, 
and 1imd-f1:onc. Strata of granite and fand-fronc are equally to be found. 

In 
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j.n thc neighbourhood of Plymouth, in Rhode I11and, and in the environs 

\)f Providence. In digging for \Yells ncar this lafr town, there have been 

found an afbefrine earth, and an impurc lead-ore. Such is the general 

charaacr of the itrata along the coafrs of Conneaicut, and as far as to 

~ ew York. The obfcn-ations I made on the terraces of 10111e places 

c')D~igu()us to Mohawk's Ri,-cr, and near German Flats, are frill more 

applicable to that adjacent to Connecticut Ri ,ocr. Sometimes only one, 

but more commonly both banks of the river confifr of t'lat pound, which 

... is, ever, marc or le{" under water, and of v.-hich the f()il is a clay. At 

fome difrance bachvard, this le\TI ground is buunded by a perpendicular 

elevation of the furfaee, to the height of from t\\cnty-fiye to forty teet. 

AbO\"C this, is another In"cl plain, the foil of wl1ich, is naturally dry. 

This plain is bounded by another abrupt elevation of the fiJri:tcc, \vhich 

has the appearance of h::nin;; been executed by art in fome period of very 

remote antiquity_ Beyond it, is another firnilar \\()rk, apparently frill 

more ancient. There arc, in :G)me places, four alternations of thefe 

plains and perpendicular rift~s, one behind anothn, which afcencl with the 

regularity of terrace.; in a garden, to the fummits of the hills. Where 

the hills Lkl~'('JlIl to the ,cry brink of the ri\-er, thdc terraced plains arc 

to be lccn, only one fide. l\10re commonly, howen:r, they appear on 

both Jidc:': And, in this cafe, the corrcil)()ndill:! terraces, on the oppofite 

[iue::', arc of tl}(' ('m(~ In-d. COllteIl1platill:~ thd;..; wonderful appear

ances, ,jl1l' is naturally led to conje(ture, that thefe hei;.'-Jlt:' \\erc once the 

immediate banks of the rin:r, \\hie!} in deicendill~ tu its pre{ent channel 

ilr lLhl,d I) t<mned the filccc11i ve Bats and perpendicular cleyatio;1'; that 

,\e now fcc. This cOl~cdure is C'lrther confirmed Ly the l~ld, that 

thefe hc::!hts arc compoied, of a \Cry \\ hite ar2:ilbcc(;us 1chiHus, which 

<!:'l~umbles into a powder, in the air, filch as proyes to be a fa.t earth, i" 

cxceiient for vegetation, and is of the fame fort, as the foil of theft: inter

jaccnt Bats. In opening the f()il of tilde fiats, people often find branches 

of trecs, in a more· or Ids pede-a frate of prcJcryation. Thc(e, in the 

moifr Hate in which they are found, may be moulded " .... ith the fingers, 

hke clay; but, when dr:,', they rcillme thc compact, fibrous texture of 

;1:' -: wood. 
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·wood. I hwe not heard that whole trees have been found in this fitua

tion: but, it i~ probable, that, in digging deep a, fuch might be met 

with. 
I haye found, here, no remains of marine animak The {tone) in tilt 

river exhibit no petrifactions of animal-:, at lcafl, none that I could fec. 

In the interior country arc found ilates of various forms, colours, and 

qualities. 

TREES. 

The difFerent trees in the prm'ince of Maine are nearly the fame ae.; 

thofe in the proyincc of Canada. Some, fuch a~ the thuya occidentali;;, 
arc not f(mnd farther fouthward. The fi.iYer fir grows in great plenty, in 
the neighbourhood of ]\;orth Yarmouth. The red oak, the white oak. 

and another fort of oak that grows not aboye the height of fifteen feet, 
with no confiderable thickncis, and is ufed only fur fewel, arc to be found 
there. The black fir, the \Ye)'l11outh pine, the red cedar, the common 
fir. the rcd maple, the Penn(yIvanian aill, the black birch, and the dwarf 
birch arc, there, common. Thefe trees are, all;), found in ::\1affilchufetb. 
Kew Hal11pillire, and Connecticut. The f<drafras i:, 'Try common in the 
lail: mentioned fbte; but, rare in the proyinct' of J'vhine. The balm
poplar I h~n-e not tt:en northv·,ard of :\n\' Hamp111ire. 

FO"~LS. 

Here is a wonderful diyerfity of fmall fovd~, particularly in rC~:'IlJ U .. 

cllIour. I \\'a~ in Maine, juf1: about the time , .... hen the wood-pilTeons <TO 
. 0 b 

f<mthward. They are engaged for the fj)ace of a week in taking their 
departure. :\n innumerable multitude of thefe fowls, is then feen t.) 
darken the air, to han~ upon the trees, and to light on the ficieL. In 
li)ring and harn:il:, they arc killed in thoufands, throu<Thout all the 
( ' . d' l::) lUte. ~Lttc~. 

SQUIRRELS. 

Sl1uirrels abound throughout all America; but, in New England, ftill 
more. than any,,,,line elfe. They are of different "'orts an,l , . 

1\ ., U ,anous co-

lours 
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lours. The {mall grey Cquirrd is difHnguiihcc1 fr·.m tr,:: :1::':lt::. 
Some of the Ameri.cans eat their tkih. 

ELJZABETI I-TO V." ~.~. 

J\s I could {pend but little time here, and W1~ ~";~IL,ck.~· ;:1 coming \. n· 
fcafonably to the houfe of Mr. and Mrs. Ricketts, my infurmation rela
tive to this town. is, ther-:fore, but inconfiderablc. T~c t('rrit(~r.,. of this 
townfuip was purchafcd from the Indians in the }~ar 16G..J, and \\'a~ fiill 
occupied by emigrants from Long Ifland. At preicnt, the to\vn C0i11il(: 
of abOl.:t t\V0 hundred well-built houfes, two hand{(nne churches,-uf 
which one belongs to the Epifcopal perfuafion, the other to the Prcfby
terians, a decent council-houfe, and an academy. At the diihmce of a 
mile wefiward from the town, is the courfe of PatTaik Ri';cr, which 
pa!fes to the north of Staten Wand, and falls into the bay of New York 
This convenience of fitllation for water-carriage, renders Elizabeth-tuwn 
a confiderablc mart for thofe produc9:s of the back lands of New Jerfey, 
which are imported into New York. At the houfe of Mr. Ricketts, I 
met with Mrs. KEAN, whom I had been often in company with, at Phi
ladelphia, on the preced\ng winter, and from whom I had experienced 
great hofpitality. She now wore a mourning-dreG, having lofi her hut:' 
band, who died, {oon after my departure from Philadelphia, and who \\;l" 
one of the mo11 refpeCl:ablc men in all America. Mr. Ricketts, a gentle
man of Engliih dcfcent; long ferved as an officer in the Englifu army; 
is frank and open in his manners; and bears the character of being a true 

EngljJlt country-gmt/email. Hepo!fe!fes,likewiiC,arich plantation in 
Jamaica, from which he brings all his negroes; the laws of .Tn!;:y !till 

permitting flavery. In the northern American States, 1uch fcn'itude is 
far from being fo fevere as in the i11ands. But, manners, not laws, pro

duce the only difference. There is no law to hinder an inhabitant of 
.Ter{ey from beating, and otherwife cruelly ufing, his ncgro-flave. Should 
he mutilate his flave of a limb, or beat an eye out of his head; the courts 

of jufiice may condemn the maficr to a temporary imprilltlll111 nt, but 
have no power either to fet the injured flave at liberty, or to order him to 

be 
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be ic1d to a ditTercnt mafier, It is not, ,thercfurG, prob:tble, tIu:: eYe{l :1 

tyrannical mafier em be checked by fueh carelcL reg"\llativns. ,S,:ch J 

;itu2.tilln of things mufi be ihocking in any ccu:ltr}', but ;1hJ I-c all, 1Il a 

t"rc" r ',0,,1.1:'-'1'1 fiate But the nccrroes of 1\1r. lticketts, are, II: all rc-"- ~ ~'d. 'J..L _I.. t • , b 

1;',,:c1,:3:' \',ell treated, a~ any labourers v.-ho are frecmen, cm pdlibly be. 

T~le liberty here allowed of keeping negro-Dave.;, :and the :~~clleral opi
nions of the C()U:1trY in favour ofl1an~r'y, havcbrought iEto Xc\\' Jedcy, 
a numb.:r of 1"rcn;h emigrants from ~;L, Domingo, who have fet m~'lly 
f)f their llegroes at liberty. TLc1c families ha\-e left n:oit uf thc;r pro
perty under the protection of the Englin,; a condua of which tIlc} do 
not much boat1:. Some of them are eager to dit1:inguiih thcmid,,;.; by 
their principles and behaviour, more than the rct1:: But, (Ycll tlwfc all' 
not alt<l/dhcr free from the prejudices of the pbl,ter. 

During my ihort fiay at l',ew York, I could not 'without great anxiety, 
fix my mind on the objects before me; for I was in earndl expcL'1:ation 
of letters from. Europe, which greatly agitated both my hopes and fcan. 
In this fiate of mind, I could haye made but little progreis in any en
quiries into the circumfiances of a town of fo great importance, that a 
much longer time would haye been requifite to enable one to know much 
about it. I ha\'e iince had occafion to make a 1()1l,(t:r yifit to this place: 

And I 1ball, therefore, delay making any rel11~lrK:; concerning it, till I 

come to fpeak of that journey. I have fcen the leader of that \',hich i" 
called the Fcdcralifl: Party. According to what I hale heard of Mr. Jay 
from his friends, he himfelf would make as bad a Prefident. as his treaty 

, . 
makes a i) ficm, for the regulation of the intercourfc between America 
alld Britain. It is affirmed, that he lifiened to eyery piece of new in
formation, and in the unfolding of his reafons and defigns, aYaikd him
[elf of eyery political incident. How far he may follow out this odious 
fyfiem of conduct, I know not; that it is, in truth, his f\ frem, I haye no 
doubt. • 

":hat I ~l~ve heard from Mr. Hamilton himfclf confirms me' in 'my 
preno~s 0pullon, that he could not but wi1h for a better treaty. He' is 

one ot the ablefr men I have hitherto known in America. He poifefics 

a com-



BY THE DUKE D~ LA nOCHEFOUCAULT LIA~COL'RT. 5-D 

u comprehenfive mind, the energy of genius, clearnefs of ideas, a flowing 
eloquence, knowledge of all forts, lively fenfibility, a good charaCl:er, and 
very amiable manners. This praife rather falls ihort of hi" defert, thaPl. 
exceeds it. 

Mr. KING, a Senator of the United State". and a leader of the party to 
which he belongs, is alfo a man highly difiinguiihed for his talent:>, and 
for the worth and amiablenefs of his charaCl:cr. Party-fpirit infects the 
mofr refpeC1:able, as well as the meandt of men. All that I have n'

'marked in New York, and whatc\-er I have learned in other places. 
during the lafr three months, leads me to fear, that America cannot long 
continue to enjoy its prefent internal tranquillity; a tranquillity dfen
tially neceffary to confirm and extend that high profperity which many 
other circumfrances feem, at prefent, to confpire to befrow upon thet~ 
United States. 

While I '\\as at ~ ew York, I made an excurfion to the bealltiful 
country-feat of Colonel BURR. The Colonel, in regard to politics, be
longs to the Oppofition. He is one of the mofr amiable men I ever fa'.\, 

The yellow-fever has raged for thefe lafr three months in New York~ 
and has cut off a great many lives, yet has been, in the" hole, lefs fatal. 
here, at this time, than it was, lafr year, at Philadelphia. It has C011-

fined its ravages to that part of the town, which is adjacent to the har
bour. Its rage begins to be, for the prefent, fomewhat affuaged. But, 
medicine does not appear to have, as yet, found out any ycry 1ilCcdsfu) 

mode of treating this difremper. 
\ 

Between Elizabethtown and New York, lies the town or yillage of 
Newark. It is one of the finelt: villages in America. It confifrs of one 
very long and very broad frreet, the fides of which are planted thick with 
tows of trees, and which is compofed of truly handfome houfes. Thefe 
are all of brick or wood, and cycry one of them has, behind it, a neat 
garden. Newark is the ufual frage for the mail-coaches and for traydlcrc 
pailing between Philadelphia and New York. There are, of con1cquencc, 
a number of good inns in thi~ place. This part of the country i:-; parti
cularly famous for its cyder; which is grl.:atly fuperior to that produced 

4A Ul 
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in the other parts of Jerfry; though even the reft of the Jcdcy cycler be 
preferable to whatcyer is produced allY \\,here eIfe in America,-even to 

the cyder of V:r~inia, which is reckoned exceedingly good. A 111oe
mak'~r who manufaCtures 1110es for exportation, employs, here, between 
three hundred and four hundred workmen,-almoft one half of the in
habitants of the town. The number of thefe, has been greatly aug
mented by the influx of families which the late malfacres have driven 
from St. Domingo and the other French il1ands. Newark lies on the 
ri \ '::!" PaiTaik. Coming from New York, we are obliged to pafs through 
,; trc:d of (Aceedingl)' {\Vumpy ground. A road was, about a year fince, 
confiruCled, for the firfi time, throu~~h this morafs. It confifts of trees 
hv.ing their branches cut away, difpofed longitudinally, one befide an
other, and ilightly coyered with earth: This road is, of courfe, frill very 
dif<l;.::rccable to the tra\ elkr, and \'ery difficult for carriages. Though 
on horfcbaek, I was little annoyed by this ineom-enlenee: I was more 
diragrec~,bly fenf1ble of its difadvantageous narrownefs, which is fuch, 
that two carri:tp:cs cannot pafs one another upon it, and that, even two 
perf..rms meeting on horfcback, cannot eafily a,-oid jufrling one another. 
TillS ill-conft:rucrcd, and far too narrow caufeway, has cofr a great ex
pence. It is three miles long, and has, at cach end, a broad wooden 
brid~c of frrong and klandfome conthuction. The toll exacted at the 
brid;;e::; is intendcti to defray the expellee of the road. 

The way bet-ween T"cwark and Elizabethtown, leads through an 
agreeable country, adorned with g()ud houft:s, and farms having a p1caf
ing afpect of eulti\~ation. The fields are planted \\ ith fruit-trees, par
ticularly with peach-trees, which arc \ cry common in lerfey. I fell in 
\\ith a fox-chafe in my {hart journey on this road. It is a common di
verfion "ith the gentlemen of lerfey, at leafr in thefe parts; and here, as 
in England, eyery one joins the chace, who, either has a horfe of hi:s own, 

or can borrow one. I fuould almoH haye thought, at the firfr fight, that 
I was in Suffolk: but, both dogs and horfes were of a much more lU

'~L;-('];~nt appearance, than thofc I ihould, there, haye feen. 

WOOD-
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W'OODBRIDGE. 

From Elizabethtown to Woodbridge, a tract of ten miles, the 1:1]111 is, 
in general, in a good ftate of culti\'ation, but is more COr[1111'I;]]:.- laid out 
in meadows, and planted ~ith maize, than drd1ed f)r '\·.il:.::ct. TLc: j;,il 

is light and fandy. \Vhen modcratd:' manured, it ;'iclds v. heat. If,'''' 
fome fields green with wheat of a very good and promifn;; appearance. 
The ravages of the Hcffian-fly ~reatly dijco'lT~~c all the ~:1rmcrs in Jer
fey trom the culture of wheat. i"othins lej; than the prefcnt hi;:,:11 price 
could overcome the diflike which, heft', exifts towards it, ;1, an article 
of crop. 

Woodbridge is a long village, many of the houies of \\ hich, lie at good 
diftances from one another. It is intericCled by a fmall fheam, which 
foon after joins a sreater one, called Arthurkill, that falls into the conti
guous bay of Ambo),. The road, as you approach W(J(lLILri(\:,.:c, leads, 
thrice, acrofs the riYer Barra)" on "hich lies the imall yillaf!.'e of Br.idgc
to\vn. This is one of the mofi pleating little places on the whole way, 
on account of the varioufly cultivated fields lying around it, its fil1aJ1 but 
,ery neat houfes, and its many fine orchards. 

BRU~SvVICK. 

Between \Vootlbridge and Brunfwick, the land IS not fertile. The 

meadows arc traCls of rough ground. ~'hny unculti \'atcd fields arc to be 
{een, \\hich yield no other produce than a coaric grai;. But, cycn frolll 
the heights oyer which the road, at times, nm~, the trayeller has ~gree
able profpetts of the ri\'er Rariton as far as to Amboy, of Amboy itfclf, 
and of Staten Iihnd, \\ith the atljaeent expamc of waters. It is a rich 

and noble profpeCl, but one of which the eye foon tires. You approach 
the firfr houfes in Brunfwick by pailing along a handfome wooden bridge 
that leads acrois the riYer Rariton. It is nev\,', and juft about to be 

finifhed; for a flood, laft year, carried away a former bridge of too 
flight conftruCtion, that had been ereCled, the year before. Brunfwick is 
.the principal to\-1l1 of the county of Middlefex, which contains about 

--1 A 2 fcvcntecn 
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feV'{:ntccn thoufanJ inhabitants, of whom two thoufand are flayes. Thi;! 
town contain,.;, at prcicnt, about two hundred and twenty inhabitants; 
and its population is annuallyencreafing. The furrounding territory and 
the riyer lie exceedingly low. This fmall town is the mart for the pro
duce of all the adjacent country, and for that of the back-lands-to th& 
great hills, a tract of twenty miles in extent. By the river Raritan, it 
~as a direct intercourfe by water, and a confiderably hriik traffic, with 

the town of New York. 

PRINCETOWN. 

As you approach from Btunfwick, the adjoining territory i5~ for two or 
three miles, pretty agreeable. It, then, becomes rough, and of a \'Cry in
different, reddifh {oil. The land is covered, and even the road ob~ 
frruCted, with large matTes of {chifrus. The way paifes on, from hill to 
hill; and yet, no interefting profpeCl: appears, to compen.fate the toil of 
fueh a journey. Two or three fmall :!treams are to be croff ed, which 
have mills upon them. Three miles from Princetown, the land be.comes 
more level, exhibits a better 1110W of cultivation, and is, in general, more 
agreeable to the eye. The houfes belongin~ to Princetowll are, for the 
{pace of a mile, clufrercd together, in what is called a town, which may 
confift of from feventy to eighty houfes, in all. Almofr all of thefe are 
furrounded with beautiful fhrubbery. 

Princetown is famous throughout America, as the feat of an excellent 
college. Here are from one hundred and twenty to one hundred and 
fifty ftuuents, from all different parts of the United States. 

MAIDENHEAD. 

Eight miles from Princetown, lies Maidenhead, where I am, at pre

~cnt, writi~g, on. thi~ Tu:fday, the 8th of November. I chofe this petty 
JOn, to aVOId fallmg m With the ftage-coaches, the paffengers in which, 
naturally en~ro[<; all the accommo~ation, at the inns at which they 
ufually itop, III preference to any fohtary rider. I defired to obtain fome 
rdt. In regard to the inconvenience from the frage-coaches, at any other 

mn, 
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inn, I was very indifferent: but as to my reft, I \V3S not indifferent; and 
in this {mall place I hoped to enjoy it. But the only bcd-chamber in the 

hou{e happened, when I alighted, to be occupied by a club of the hbourers 
and other inhabitants of the neighbourhood, affembled from tlte diitance 
of two miles round. Thefe were joined by people eln \\11 tcg-cth::-r on ~l (

count of a horfe-race, which was to be run at the diiLd1 c ,;f thL'C milt's 

from Maidenhead. Thefe people had {oon a gLis of ~n )~r in their 
heads, and began to make a confiderable butHe in the inn,. I \\a·, lJcccf

{arily obliged to retire with my table, into a 1i11all corner by the fire, to 

anfwer the queftions which they put to me, and to ~j ';c tkm the p~c of 

my pen, to {crawl out their accounts. They \\ ..::rc the :>efl i(:]L ;!~ the 
world; only, in refpect to their writing, a little ll1()fC of {ch,lj'rs l.bn 

was quite agreeable to me. I muft, however, do them the jufiiel.:, tu own, 
that they did not hinder me from {making my {cgar. 

ARRIVAL AT PHILADELPHIA. 

From Maidenhead to Trenton, the land is moderately good. At many 
places through which the way runs, it is fti11 uncleared. Trenton is the 

principal town of the State of New Jer{ey. It contains about three 
hundred hou{es, mofi of which are of wood. Tho{e of the high-ihett 

are {omewhat better in ftructure than the reft; yet frill but very mode

rate in their appearance. Trenton poffefii...-s all the ufual public buildings 
of the capi tal of a fiate. About a quarter of a mile beyond this town, is 

the pafrtge oyer the Delaware by a ferry, which, though ten fragc
coaches daily pafs in it, is fnch, that it would be reckoned a vcry bad 

ferry in Europe. The river is one hundred and fifty fathoms broad. 
Here begin tho{e rapid defcents in this river, which interrupt its afcend

ing navigation for all but flat-bottomed veffels of eight or ten tons bur
then. On the farther fide of the riv-cr, the retrofpect to Trenton is, in a 

coniiderablc degree, plcailng. The ground between that town and the 

Delaware is fmooth, :floping, decorated with the flowers and verdure of a 

fine meadow. In the em-irons of the town, too; are a number of hand

fome villas which greatly enrich the landfcape. Trenton is the head-

town 
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town of the county of Middleton, which contains about fix thoufand 
inhabitants, and, among thde, between four and fii'c hundred flaves. 

This county extends buck towards the hilb,.and there is mueh of it as 

yet uncleared and unoccupied. Soon after cronJ!1~~ the ri","cr, the tra

velkr comes to MoniA·ille. HOBERT MORnIs, proprietor of all the lands 

011 which thi . .; tcnm is placed, has here a fine country feat. He has eHa

bliihed here a number of forges: there j" l11L1chiron in the neighbourhood, 

:il1d other ad\·:.Ii\t~f!;es for the manut~l(~l:ure concur: yet the cfhl'hliihmcnt 

hilS not hitherto proyed filCcefsful. The extent of hi~ fpeculations fome

", hat difordercd his affairs. Withdrawing. in confequence of this, from 

a part of that immmfe multiplicity of bufmefs in which he ~as formerly 

el1~~l':cd :hc ,\ ill lj(iW be able to attend to the collecting of the taxes 
, . ' 

'with an increafcd "igihnce, which can hardly fail to make them produc-

ti\(~; for no \11(il can bring more of intelligence, actiyity, and zeal, than 

R(}l'crt ~11);·tis, ~() the care of all that regards the public good. us he fuf

ficicntly e\"inccc\ in the courfe of the Rnolution. 

Haying crotied the Deb-ware, the trayellcr is within the limits of 

the proyince of Penn0;lvania, and at thediHance of four and thirty 

miles fro111 the city of Philadelphia. The road leading alonCT the • b 

river, j(iD~etimes cloJe to its banb, fornctimes receding more or lefs from 

lL, pall::- through the beautiful vilh~J;CS of BriHol and Frankfort. The 

land docs nut feem to be yery ~r,nrl; :Tt, is not ,,"ode than fome other 

lands th8.t are under culture, in l\:nn(;h-ania. Tb: road is broad, and 

in a [,"cl)d irate of rq'~'ir. l'\"o one of the other i~:.ites pays fomuch at

tention as Pl'nnj~\haJlia, t'> it, r'~ld~ and IHirlF<~~' A r..umr.er of good 

houfc:; arc -fel"11 (rum the hi~lnv3'::, The nearer you al'I'roach to Phila

delphia; [,) much the more re-markably does eycry thii-,P: ~;lY"ume the ap

pe:mmecn;:;tural to the yicillit)' of a great town. 

Paffing Kcniington, you enter that capital (If Penni")"hania, and, in 

truth, of all America, ,,"here almoH all their great trading !hips, are built. 

~Y a:riYal in ~hila~elt"" a, na:,-, in truth, even the Jisht of-its freeple, 
exclt.ed 111 l~1y mllld, JOlTIc\".hat of that dc!i~ht which one feels, upon re

turnll1;~, after long abfcnce, to one's' own home. It was here I firfr 

1anded 
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b.nded from Europe; here have I lived for the greater part of the time, 
I have been in America; here are my mofr intimate acquaintance, who, 
though but new, are the oldefr I have in this part of the world. Among 
them are the refpectable family of CHEW, by which I have been e.-er 
received with all the kindnefs due to a brother. 

I thus terminated a journey of feven months continuance, on which 
I cannot reflect without feeling pleafure; and in the comie of which I 
found few things but filch as I have had occafion to mark with approba
tion; though the fatigues which I now feel, makes it nccdfary for lJ1e 
to take fome time for refrdhmcnt and repofe. 

JOURNEY 
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JOURNEY INTO THE SOUTHERN STATES. 

ALTHOUGH exceedingly deurous to accompli'Jh my journey into 
the Southern States, before the coming on of the exceffi ve heat.; I 

was, hO\veyer, obliged to delay my departure from Philadelphia, till the 
end of the month of March. As the direct intercourfe of trade between 
Charlcftown and Philadelphia, is interrupted, during the winter; I could 
not fooner obtain a paifage to Charleftown. On Thurfday, the ~"lth of 
March, I took fhipping for Carolina on board a veBd of two hundred 
and fifty tons burthen, that fails conftantly, between Philadelphia and 
Charleftown. It is intended to ferve partly as a packet-boat; and the 
cabin is fitted up for the reception of a dozen paffengers. But, my fel
low pafienger:il and I were twenty-fiye in number, not to fpeak of four 
negroes who ,'ere likewiie on board; and we v;erc crowded together, in 
the moft difagrceable manner imaginable. The owner of the veffel was 
to n.:ccin.: twenty-five times twenty-fiyc piafrres for our paffage; the 
captain was to recein: twenty-five times twenty piaftres for our board 
during the courfe of it. It was, therefore, reaionable for us to expect, 
that we were not to he packed together, like fo many bales of goods; 
and that they \,;ould certainly not receive into the veffel, ten more than 
the ftipulated number of paifengers. Though \'"C had, for two days, 
nothing but calms and contrary \\inds; the whole pafiage was, however, 
only of fix days duration. Nothing of confequence occurred to our ob. 
fervation, in the courle of it. We met with not more than four fhips, 
as we failed on. 

One of my fellow paffengers was Mr. ELL WORTH, of Connecticut, re

cently 
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cently appointed Chief Juftice of the United States. All the Americans 
who were with us, and they were almoft all young people, {hewed him 
no more regard than if he had been one of the negroes; though be be, 
next after the Prefident, the firft perron in the United States, or perhaps, 
indeed, the ycry firft. DifrefpeC1 to their feniors and to perfons in pub
lic office, {cem3 to be ftrongly atfedd anh.)l1.o.:; the Americans; fuch at 
leaft is the humour of the rude and ill-bred among them. This, furely, 
proceeds from mifraken notions of liberty: for, if eva the public office
bearers have a right to general refpect; it muft be, above all, in thofe 
free governments, in which they hold their authorities in confequence of 
the election of the people. It is even afronifhing, to fcc, how difrefpect
fully the people carry themfelves, in regard to the courts of jufrice. They 
appear at the bar, with their hats on their heads, talk, make a noife, 
fmoke their pipes, and cry out againfr the fentences pronounced. This 
laft piece of conduct is univerfal: and there arc, perhaps~ fome petty in
frances of injufrice in the courts, which make it to be not without its 
ufe. However, this deficiency in refpect to the frate officers who difchargc 
the public functions, and adminifrer jufricc-one of the greatefr bleffings 
of focial life,-is aaually feditious, and is utterly incompatible with the 
idea of a people living under a frable government. 

We had five or fix Frenchmen from St. Domingo, on board. Two 

of them could not divert their minds from melancholy reflection upon 
the lors of their property. They were, however, gentle, courteous,ann 

agreeable companions. I paffed mofr of my time, in endeavouring to 
obtain fome previous knowledge of the country which 1 was about t(. 

traverfe. In this, I was agreeably aided by the conyerfation of :1\1r. 
PRI~GLE, Attorney-general of South Carolina. He was returning from 

appearing as defender for a French privateer, in a cauJe before the fu

preme court in Philadelphia. We fmoked our tobacco very often to
gether, on the deck, in the cabin, and in the fmall after-cabin. I was 
afronifhed at the carclefulefs of the perfons fmoking their fcgars. But, 
my afroniihment became infinitely ~rcatcr, when, on the day after Oc.'! 

4 B arrna. 
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arrival, I wi{hed to take my ba!='gai_'T from on board, and (aw two hun
dred tons of gunpowder brought (;ut of the {hip, in (uch a manner, that 
there ,vas (orne of it (cattered about in the !hip. That gunpowder had 
been futlered to lie under OlU table over \vhich 'we fmoked our iegars. 
and while the paffilge into the apartment below, was u{llally left open. 

At the mouth of CharleRown RiYer, is a fand-bank, cxtendin~ from 
onc {hare to the other. It is compofcd of pretty hard fand, on which a 
{hip may eHiily fhike, but has four openings, by which veffds are navi
gated acrofs it. Of thcfe the deepeR has fourteen feet of water when 
the tidt: is flowing, and twelve feet of water when it has ebbed. At 
fpring-tidcs it is covered with water to the depth of twenty feet. This 
fand bank is neyer pailed in the night. To prevent veffds from the dan
ger of !hipwreck, which would otherwife be, in this place, very great, 
both buoys in the water, and fuitable marks on land, have been carefully 
provided. Thefe are exceedingly neceffary; for though the fea was 
calm, and the water clear, we fhould not have difringuifhed the proper 
place, if it had not been particularly indicated to us. Ships can anchor 
with fafety on good anchorage ground, immediately before the fand bank. 
But this they do not venture, unlefs the wind be faint, and the billows 
calm. After paffing the fand bank, {hips find good ground for anchorage, 
all the way up to CharleRown. The beft anchorage ground is in the im
mediate vicinity of the town. 

CharleRown lies twelve miles from the fand bank, at the conflux of 
the rivers Cooper and Afhley. A {mall wooden fort on Fox Hland, the 
remains of the old fort J ohnfon, ferves but for a very imperfect defence 
to guard the harbour. The erection of another fort has been projected, 
w~ich is to Rand on Sullivan Wand, and of which the range of the guns 
wIll crofs that of thofe in Fort Johnfon. The government, to which the 
ifle belongs" gave permiffion, four years fince, for perfons to build upon 
it, on condition that they fhould hold themfelves ready to remove, when
ever it might require. This ifle is reckoned to be very healthy. The 
more opulent inhabitants of the town, therefore, haye houfes here, to 

which 
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which they refort in the fummcr heats, that they may breathe a pur·;r 

and cooler air, which is very folicitoufly defired by the inhabitants of the 

rice grounds contiguous to the town. It is cafy to forefee that the people 

who now refort hither in fuch numbers, will be difp01eu to thwart the 

government, when it fhall refoh:e, for the fecurity of the harbour, to rc· 

new thofe fiJrtifications which occafioned the 101s of a great many lin's 

by the Englifh, when they feized this town in the year 1780-. The go

vernment of the United States are exceedingly defirous to put this ifk 

into a fufficient condition of permanent defence, fuch as might giye full 

fecurity to one of the moft important harbours they poiTefs. The general 

government wifhes the conftitution to be in this inftance obeyed, becaufe 

the conftitution confers upon it the power of this harbour: But the ftate of 

South Carolina, which would thus lofe the command of the harbour, 

ihongly oppofes the defign. 

Charleitown was, in the time of the Englifll, furrounded with fortifi. 

cations. Of thofe only three or four batteries, part good, part bad, now 

rcma1ll. A French engineer has lately raifed another at a great expence, 

but, as is too commonly the cafe with things undertaken in America, 

this fort is yery injudicioufly conftruCted. Tm,'ards that fide which is 

parallel with the riYcr, the range of its guns cannot hinder the 'leeds of 

fhips into thc road. In that direction, too, its left fide extend" too far, 

fo that the cannon cannot be leyclleu at any other object than the houfes 

of thc to\."n. The battery is of ,,'ood, but there has not been cnough of 

wood ufed in its conftruction. The engineer excufcs himfelt~ by com

plaining that he has not been fuffieiently hlp plied with money for the 

expenee. \Vhy then did he undertakc a work, 'which he wa" not fully 

to complete? For tllis he can offer no cxeuic, but that he was defirom 

to be employed; and with filCh an excufc it i~ not eafy to be perfectly 

£"lti~fied. 

The to'wn of Charldtovm ,\aC; {oll!Hlcd in the year lOill. Like all 

the reH of South Carolina, it fufTcrcd much in the war that ended in the 

r'cyolution. It \v:13 three years in the poneman of the Englifll. who 

fpared no rigour of command, no cruelty of punil11mcnt, no ji)oliation 

J, B 2 of 



TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 

of property, that could fervc to make their memory odious. Many of 
the houies \\ hich they ddhoyed were of wood; 'and, infrcad of thofe, 
brick h(lui;,'~ have been fince eretlt:d. S::ill, however, forne of the more 

opllknt inhabitants prefer wooden houfes, which they b.clieve to. be a 
P:'J<>d de:!l cooler than thole \vhich arc of brick. Evcry thmg pecuhar to 
~he buildings of this place is formed to moderate the exceffive heats; 
the 'windows are open, the doors pafs through both tides of the houfes. 
ber\' endeayour is ured to refrdh the apartments within with fre:Ch air. 
Larg"e galleries are formed to {helter the upper part of the houfe from 
the force of the fun's rays; and only the cooling north-cafr wind is ad
mitted to blow through the rooms. In Charlefrown perfoni vie with one 
another, not who {hall ha\'c the finefr, but who the coolett houfe. 

The frreets are not fo well contrived as the houfes, to prevent excef
five heat from the rays of the fun. Thofe arc alrnofr all narrow. They 
are unpaved, on account of the fcarcity of frones; and the fand with 
'which they are confcquently covered, retains the heat to an intolerable 
degree, and fpreads it into the houfes. The fmallefr quantity of wind 
rai[es and dri \CS about this fand in the frate of dufi: that is inexpreffibly 
difagrceable ; and any flight fall of rain moifrens it into a puddle. There 
arc [orne foot-paths by the fides of the houfes; but thefe are narrow, in
terrupted by the doors of cellars, and, therefore, of very little ufe. Nor 
are the theets all accommodated with thefe foot-paths. Only two or 
three of there frreets are paved, and the frones upon thefe were brought as 
ballafr by forne 111ips from the northern frates. It is by fuch means alone 
that the fireets of CharlcHown can be paved; but the expenee is fo 
great, that the object in view cannot be accompli:Ched in this way within 
any given time. 

Houfes, otherwife commodious and well furnifhed, make often but a. 
poor appearance outwardly. They are indifferently painted, or perhaps 
~ at all. The doors and railings are in a very bad fi:ate. The air ,being 
fo thick and fo faline, (oon defrroys the colouring. Although fueh a 

number of negroes be here kept, yet the houfes are not preferved fa clean 
on the infide as in the northern States. 

The 
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The expenees of the table are nearly the fame here as in Philadelphia. 
The expenees of equipage are, at lean, as to tb'~ nu:,-·~)cr of thofe who 
bear them, greater. Here are few families wli--; do not-':-r a coach or 
chaifc. The ladies arc never feen to walk on fout. Eo ,C\ er inul t: i he 
journey, the carriage muil always be yoked. Even the m~n, too, r:;: .r,(. 

frequent ufe of their carriages. The expence of fen-ants is L.~l'\\ i1e con
fiderable. Thcfe, both male and female, are negro and mulatto 11:>,-cs. 
An inhabitant of Carolina, though not yery opulent, rarely has fewer Ulan 

twenty of thefe in his frables, in his kitchen, and attendant upon lu~ ta
ble. A child has a number of negro children to attend him) and comply 
with all his humours; fo that the little iyhite man learns, even before he 
can walk, to tyrannize over the blacks. 

The inhabitants of Charleilown are obliging and hofpitable. They 
receive a frranger with a kindnefs that watches to anticipate his willies. 
They have fignalized their beneficence and generoiity in an extraordinary 
manner, towards the unfortunate exiles from the French Weft India iiles. 
With a liberality eager, refpwful, unwearied, they have fupplied them: 
with money, linens, lodging. I am forry to fay, that the unhappy ob
jects of this kindnefs have not conducted themfelves with due gratitude 
and prudence; but that, with their ufual1ightnefs and want of reflec
tion, they have derived little real advantage from the hofpitality of their 
entertainers, and have almofi obliged the people of Charlefiown to alter 
their conduct towards' them; yet there is frill a great deal of charitable 
contribution towards their relief: The Frenchmen, too, generally rail ~ 
againfl: the Americans, curfe them, and are almoil ready to a!Th.ult thofe yery 
perfons from whom they received the mofl: benevolent relict: and who have, 
not without good reafon, withdrawn from them their former kindnefs. 

The rich do not here, as in Philadelphia, frrive to improve their for
tunes oniy by fpeculations and frock-jobbing. Here they are, generally, 
merchants, and bufily engaged in actual traffic. The planter fells his 
produce, for the greatefi price he can obtain, to the merchants by whom 
i_t is to be exported; and, excepting only that finall part of his time which 
this bufinefs demands, fpends all the refl: of it in company and pUr1uits of 

pleafur~. 
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pleafure. Many of thefe planters live not upon their plantations, but go~. 
from time to time, to vifit them; and. have overfeers conftantly refident 

upon them. For the greater part of the year, the mafter liyes in Char1e~';' 
town. Even. thofe planters who are more commonly rcfident upon thelr 
cftates leave them from the month of June to November, in order to efcape 

the dangerous fever with which white perfons living in the vicinity of the 
rice-grounds are Ycry liable to be infeded during that part of the year. 

The merchants of Charlcftown have carried on a very active trade fince 

the con1mencement of the prefent war. They keep a greater number of 
fervants than thofc of Philadelphia. From the hour of four in the after

noon, they rarely think of aught but pleafure and amufement. The man
ners and habits of focietyare nearly the fame in Charldl:own as in other 
parts of the American States. Frequent dinners, frequent parties for tea
drinking. There arc two gaming-houfes, and both are conftantly full. 
:Ma1}Y of the inhabitants of South Carolina, having been in Europe, haH', 
~f confequcnce, acquired a greater knowledge of our manners, and a 
ftrongcr partiality to them, than the people of the Northern States. 
Con(equently, the European modes of life are here more prevalent. The 
women ar,~ here more lin:!;; than in the north. They take a great:cr 
iharc in the C( mmcrce of fociet)', without retaining: for this the lcfs of 

modefty and delicate propriety in their behaviour. They are interefting 
and agreeable, but perhaps not quite fo handfome as t110fc of Philadel- . 
phia. Both men and women (oon begin here to In1c the bloom of youth 

and to fccl the infirmities of age. At the age of thirty a woman ;ppears 
old. You often icc women with children at the breait, "\vho vet have 
all the \ninklcs ami haggard looks of fixty. At the age of .,fifty, the 
hair becomes entirely white. . 

":~ to politic.:, both the State and thc people, in general, are ~f the Op
poJltlOn. The hatred againl1 England is almuft ul1iYcrf.'ll. Here are few 
opulent planters \dlO haye not formeri;- iuffercd much from EnO'li1h hof

tility. The number of the negroes who were flain, or <.:feaped fr:m their 

mait:cr"~ durin~ the war, wa:-; not leis than thirty thouiand, including he
t\\C\:n hx and in-en hundred whom the EngEDl carried away with them 

whe;~ 
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when they left this place. All here agree to cherifh an im'eteratc hatred 
againft England, and by confequencc to difapprovc the treaty. At table 
warmly federalifi toaits, fuch as, "Permanency to the Union!" "The 
Confidence of the States to the Prefident!" are very common. 

It thould ieem; that any feparation of the Northern from the Southern 
States would be -very little agreeable to the inhabitants of South Caro
lina. Setting aude cyery political confideration, the neceffity of an in
creafed commercial intercourfe with the north, in order to augment dlC 

ihipping, and enlarge the general wealth of the people of the Snuthern 
States, makes it their unquefiionable interefi to maintain the Union. 
To this neceiEty of interett, the Northern States afcribe the prdcnt par
tiality of the Southern for the federal goyernment. But then they alledge, 
that their neighbours will, with the greatefi alacrity, abandon the Union, 
as foon as they 1ha11 have acquired fufUcient firength to itand by them-
felves. There are, however, obitaclcs that firongly oppofe their riling 
fpeedily to that degree of profperity; and fome of thefe J ilia11 mention. 

Sir WAL'rER RALEIGH, in the year 1584, and Admiral COLIGNY, in 
the year 15{)0, attempted, without fuccefs, to efiabliili colonies in Caro
iina. Inteftine diffenlions and conteits, deitroyed the colonies which 
they introduced. The firft effectual fettlement of colonifis, in this ter
ritory, was in the year Ifj02. Charles the Second, after his refioration, 
befiowed a grant of this region, from the thirty-firfi to the thirty-fixth 
degree of latitude, upon eight Englifh noblemen. Thofe were the Earl 
of Clarendon, the Duke of Albemarle, Lord Craven, Lord Derby, Lord 
Afhley, Lord Carteret, and Sir -- Carleton. Thefe noblemen em
ployed the celebrated Locke to frame a confiitution for the colony which 
they were about to efiabliili. He gave them a conftitution, in which 
the people were divided into nobles and commons; the nobles into 
landgraves, caciques, and barons. The colonial territory was divided 
into counties. The firfi: clafs of the nobility were to pofrefs each forty
eight thoufand acres of land; the fecond clafs twenty-four thoufand 
acres; the third clafs twelve thoufand acres. A fifth part of the whole 
lands was to be parcelled out among the plebeians. A parliament; com-

pofed 



560 TRAVELS I~ NORTH A!\mIU~A, 

pofed of the nobles or their reprefentatives; in conjun8:ion with the rc
prefentatives of the commons, was to compofe the legiflative body, u~der 
the direction of the eight proprietors, who were to form thcmfe1ves mto 
a council, in which the eldefr, "\vith the title of Palfgrave, was to pre
fide. In the year 1667, the firfr colonifrs came out hither ~rom.England. 
Within a few years after, there followed fome other emlgratlOns from 

England, France, Holland, and N ew York. . '~ 
This perplexed form -of government; the contmual wars among the 

Englifll, French, and Indians; dilfenfions among the colonifrs them{eh"cs, 
arifing from the exclufive infritution of the" religion of the Church of 

England; brought the colony, at length, into a frate of fuch confufion 
and difrrcfs, that it was entirely ruined. The proprietors, at the req~cft 
of the inhabitants, now refigned the government of the colony, but not 

the territorial property, to the Crown of England. 
In the year 1729, the King of England bought alfo the property of 

the lands, from the feven proprietors, for the fum of twenty-two thoufand 
five hundred and ten pounds frerling; and the province was, by an aCl: 
of the Britifu Parliament, divided into the two parts of North and South 
Carolina. Lord Carteret alone chofe to adhere, in refpect to his part of 
the property, to the conditions upon which the dominion had l?een for
merly ceded to the government. The two colonies received a charter of 
confiitution, which was much more fimilar than their former one to .the. 
Englifu confiitution, and to thofe of the otho' American colonies. 

Since that time, Carolina, and efpecially its fouthern divifion, has be
come continually more populous, more cultivated, find more commercial. 
At the time of the rcyolution, it was confidered as being, in wealth, and 
c\cry othcr advantage, one of the mofi important provinces of America. 

By its new conHitution, this frate is divided into difrricts and pariihcs. 
The ditlriCl:s are nine in number. The confritution was framed in the 

year 1790. The legiflature is compofed, as in the other frates, in a 
council of {even and thirty members, and a houfe of reprefentatiyes of 
an hundred and twenty-four members. To be qualified for being chofen 

a member of the council, a man muU be thirty years of age, muft have 

refided 



in: TI1E DUK£ DE LA nOClIEFOPC\t';,',' L:,\XCOi.'r:T. 

rdi(kd for fiye years within the boundaries of the Hate, !';\dt pt)j;li~ a 
dear land-eftate of three hundred pounds 1i:erlin~. or one thoufand fi\c 
hundred and forty-three dollars re'CIlue, if a refident in the dithid for 
which he is nominated; or of twice that value, if he do :lot rdidc \\ ithin 
the diftrict. The fenators are chofen for the terJll of four years: but 
one-half of their number go out of office at the end of e\cry t\\'() yea! '. 
To be qualified for election into the houfe of rcprcJI:ntatiyl". the c:mdi
date muD: be twenty-one years of atc, muft have been three !'ears rdident 
in the D:ate, muft have a clear drat\: d' five hundred aCfl'S of land, or ten 
negroes, or one hundred and fifty pounds ftcrling, which is equal to ieycn 
hundred and feventy-two dollars. If not an inhabitant of the diftrid he 
wiihes to reprcfent, his fortune muft then be tVvice as ~rcat. The repre
fcntatives are elected tor the fpace of two years, anu. go out all at once. To 
bc qualified for the office of gO\'ernor, a man mnft be one anu. thirty years of 
agc, muft have been ten years rdident 'within the Hate, muit pofi'C{s a for
tune of one thoufand fiye hundred pounds fterlitl,(, or fne.:ntccn thoufand 
feven hundred and fifteen dollars, free fi-om debt. Thc Gmernor is de (ted 
for the term of two years; and, after an interval of four years, from tIte 
time of his going out of office, he may be rcchofen. The.: Guyernor and 
Lieutcnant-goyernor are nominated by the lcgiilatiye bod), and both at 
the fame time. The judges are like\-\ ife nominated by the fame oodj" ; 
aHfI their continuance in office is to be during their :::C)()d be.:hayi, 'ur. 
The commiffioners of the re\'enue, the fecretary llf Hate. the cOlllmand::r 
in chief~ the iheriffs. are likewife named h\ the lcgil1ature; a~lJ thq . . ~ . 
hold their offices for the fpace of four ye.:ars. All charges a,c:::lillit mem-
bers of the legillature, or members of the ftate, arc to be produced onl;' 
before the houfe of reprcicntatiH's. The fmate pronounces fentencc. 
The only puniihment, howen~r, that it can inflict, i~ depriyation of office, 

with incapacitation for any future public employment. The courts of 

juttice are more {eyere. 
Electors mutt be of the age of one and twenty years, mufi: kiYC been 

two years rcfJ.dent in the fiate, and muD: be propridors each of fifty acres 
of ground, or of a building-lot in fome t(),,\ n, free from any burthen 01 

-1 C debt. 
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dt:bt. If not poffefled of this property, the cleaor mufi at Ica~ ha,-e 
rdidcd fix months ·within the c1CL'ting diilritl., and mllfi be a contnbutor 

t" three fhillings fterlin er annually to the revenues of the fia.te. AItera-
o b h' d 
tions in the conftitution can be made only with the confcnt of two-t If s 
of the actual members of the two houfes of legiflature; and even after 
this arc not to be carried into final accomplifhment without the approba
tion of an equal m~jority at the next fubfcquent meeting of thefe bodies; 
This conftitution confifrs of a declaration of rights in ten articles, ex

tremely fimple, and very intelligible. 
At pre-fent, thofe who are to vote for South Carolina, in the election or 

the Prefidents of the United States, muft be named by the two houfes. 
Thofe inhabitants of Carolina, who have polfeffions in different difirias, 
are at liberty to vote in either of them at their pleafure. Every mem
ber of the legiflatiye body has an allowance of feyen fhillings a day from 
the frate. 

The law of England is received as the common law as well of Carolina 
as of almoit all the rcil of America. Few inftances occur of denarture . 
from it. 

The la \\ for the difpofal of the property of perfons dying intefiate allots 
to the widow of a man dying without children one half of his eftate; 
ro the widow (,1' him who leaves children to inherit from him, only a' 
third part of his fortune. The children receive equal !hares. In gene
ral, howeYef, eycry man is at liberty to difpofc of his property by will,. 
as he pleafes. He, however, who lives in open concubinage, may not devife 
,Lway from his wife and children above one-fourth of his property, other
wife his ,vill is liable to be fet afide. Baftards, whofe fathers cannot be 

difcovered: are ~rou~ht up at the public charge. But he whom a young
woman wlth chlld, III fornication, names as the father of her in fact, is. 
compelled .by law to pay the fum of fixty pounds fterling, or two hundred 
and fifty-elght dollars, for the fupport and education of its childhood. 
. There is in Charlellown an eftablifhment for the relief of the poor. It 
1S called a work-haufe, but no work is done in it. It cofrs the State the 

ium of five thoufand pounds ilerling, or twenty-one thoufand four hun-

dred 
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drcd and twenty-cig:ht dollars a year; and {cems to (C:T~ 'lnly as an. 

;tfylum for idlenefs. The recovery of debts gin~s rife t) n~:,l1y al9:l01l~ 

.at 1<1\\-, in this frate. The proccis is, in thde eJt'.:, {o kcE cJl;.S, <1::1 ~b: 

1entence of the courts {() long deiaycd, that tht: buJir.e:::. of UP :!~: \")C;~t:~ 

'becomes, of courfe, ,,-ery lucrati,c. It is (aid, that th-: cormption of d. 

fueriffs, who arc eafily bribed, contribute greatly to the prdcnt cc!;\\'" 
of the law. Thefe diforders are the natural con1cqucnce of the iin~:il· 

ne{s of the fortunc.3 of the inhctbitants of CarOlil~~), and d their lon' 

of expence. MciTrs. CIIAi;LES PIXCK:{EY, E,,'\.\I\D RUTLEDGE. 

PRL'iGLE, HOLC'.lES, and one Co, two other aci\'OcJtt:s. cam, in t:-;'~ir oHi

c;, each hom three thou{and fill: hundred to t~JlIr thoufand fin: ;l~:n

dred pounds frerling a yeaT, or from eighteen thoui'and to t\\Tflty-tL!rC( 

thou{and one hundred and t~)lty-<)l1C dullars. Eight or ten other~ ,:;:n~ 

from ten thoui~il1d to twelve thoufand dollars, or trom t\\ () thoufand t~\ 

two thoufand fiye hundred pounds Herling a year. This i~ a liberal cal, 

culation of their gain~. Perhap:;, they may not always reccive the mgil 

punctual payment. 

The criminal law of South Carolina is n;:cdEvc1y levere. The ptmiih-. 

ment of hanging anll whipping are inflicted ill many call'" in which tht: 

governments of Europe ufe Ids {everity. Death is the pllnifhment fCll' 

the theft of horfes or mules. This 1cverity the people of the country C,]· 

deavour to excufe by ob{erving, that the horfes are commonly lett in the 

fields, and prefent a very thong temptation to theft to the unprincipled 

and needy. But, 1uch local reafons afford no fatistacrory excufe for {uch 

atrocious feverity. \Yh} thould comenicncc be thus prcterred to juiticc 

and humanity? 

For the theft of horned cattle, the punifhment is only a fine of ten 

pounds frerling, or if the thief be unable to pay the fine, a whipping of 

nine and thirty lallies. Another criminal law of extreme {everity has been 

enacted againfr the breaking down of the dyke of the canal that forms 

.1 communication betwcen the rivers Santee and Cooper: death is the 

puniihmcnt for this crime. For the [arne breaking down of the dykeg 

of two other can<lh in this frate, the puni1hment is only fc\'cn years im· 

4 C 2 prifonmmt. 
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.) .. :I:(""'I('nt '!'k importan<':'c of the canal in qnclli"n can I1n'cr juili(; 
r 11j _'J." ~ • ..L 1 

. . . . '. '\, " +-1" differencc bct\ycen ue " "r"'''t1;J,', 1a\\ ot fuch l):,rkmt\. "\ ,r IS .1" ,- ~ ", ... ,' '. . .(;': 8:or y 
utilit,. Pi" the canals line mcntionc·J fuffiClCnt, to·account m.3 .atlsid J 

man;lC'r f<lr thc diflcrence;; of puniihmcnt. 
It is 1::itl. that tl1::: it'Ycr;ty of thefc laws is generally mitigated by rc

com:n,,'::cl:itl()\l-; to mercy, addrcireo from the juries to the Gon~rnor~ 
!;ut. tllC rccdlit,.- r;f fucil mitigation i., a reproach to the I:n\s; as it 

evinces. tL3t tl:c~~' ha\"C not d1:~bllihed a due relation octween crimes 

and puni:L:l1\ nl:. Th-rc i::, befidc;;. reafon for fuppofing, that however 

hmmn: tl;-:: m~'!nh'r' of juries, hcrtc-ilcaling will more fddom find mercy 

:haa l~i .. rd(r. In a \\;ll-governed Hate, the only mode of a8:irrg to

I.'.,:r,!;: l.,td laws is, not by compromifes with them, but by reforming 

them. 
The law::. n'l>'8:ing the negrocs arc deri\-ed from an Englifh' initi ... 

tute of the year} 74'1. .:\ jufiice of the peace', "ith three freemen· 

of th'_ nci.ghbourhood., examine into, and decide upon, the- crimes of 

negroes. "Ko defender is allowed to the poor wretch ~ccufcd; and 

l,is judce:; lia\-e PO\\ "j' to condemn him to whatc\-er mode of death they 

Jhall thiak proper. Simple theft by a negro is puniihed with death'. 

'-\'hen the crime is not ruch as to dcit:n-e capital punifhment, a juHico 

of thl.~ !It.'.lce, \\ith a iingle (n.'cl1l~ll1, may, in this cafe, condemn to v,hat;.. 
J c.-

C.T' lif!htcr punifhmcnt they ihall pleafe to inflict. For the-murder of 
a negro \\ ith malicioas intent, a "hite m,m pays a fine of three thoufand 

fix hundrul and eighty dollars. Tfhe ha\e only beaten the negro, without 

intention. of murder, till his death enfucd, the fine is but one thoufand 

five hundred dollars. He \\·ho maims a negro, puts out his eyes, cuts off his 

t('ni2"l1c, or cafirate~ him; pays only a fine of four hundred and twenty

CI,c::ht dollars. In all thefe cafes, the whiteman is imprifoned till the fine 

h' paid. It is ea0' to fcc, that a white man can, in fuch cafe, fdoom be 

( nl1 ·.-idcd; as negroes are incapable l:y law of giving evidence; and no 

\,.'hite man "ill readily offer his tdlimony in favour of a black, againft 

:1 ;)L'r1~1l1 of his own colour. A negro flaying a· white man, in the de

fC!1cC of his maiter, is pardoned. But, if he do the fame thing, or even 

but 
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But wound a white man, iiI the defence of his OIU life, he will ("el""" 

tually be put to death. A more dili'lent nll! :it1J.tiuI1 of tLd..: laws mi:~ht 
'difc·over many other odious things in them. 

The mofr enlightened people in Carolina ice tile necC1[iC) of an altera
tion of thefe law:;; amI it is faid. that the: next 1l1,:'tin:~ ur a liCI\" kgiib
ture will take· up this matter. I am afl .. id, that ::ll/ r,~L;m will I1(Jt he 
fuch as it ought to be. It ilioulJ i~,:l;l. that tbol: who menti,ll this 
{u~jea are frrongly impreifcd·with til.: ilL::, of the nece1rity ,)f ell<.: mea'" 
fure. 

I ha\'e viii ted the prifons of Charleft:on, w11lch, it is :l~l(.'rt',·d, arc the 
befr in the State of South Carolina; they f()rm one j!llgk buik;;n~!:. "ilicll 
is feveral frories high. The rooms are pretty fpaciolls anJ z:.iry, but few 
in number. Debtors are in a {eparate room. Felons, either imjlri {<med 

'on {ufpicion or c0l1vic1ed, are conflnccl with the police-pn[.J!lcrs, and all 
are treated on the f<une footing. They are all in irons; a dreadful treat
ment, but which is the neceifary confequenee of the fmallncJs o( the 
prifon, and of the facility of plotting mutinies. The pr[[; )llCTS arc per
mitted only to walk about in their room; the priull1 haying no court, 
where they might take exerci{e. The jailor is allowed one 1hillin;.: a-day 
for the board of each prifoner, for which money he si\-es him a pound ot 
bread eyery day, and meat three times a week. 

Criminal offences are ,"cry numerous in Carolina, and their Humber i, 
(aid rather to increaic eyer)' :."<:3.r, than to decrea{e. Thirt.'-t(JUr pri
foners were to be tried lail feffion in the diit{ic1 of Charldton only, 
which in 1 ~g 1 contained twenty-eig.ht thou{and three hundred and 
fifty-one inhabitants, and· its prefent populationcomprifes from thirty
two to thirty-three :houf:'md fouk The negroes han~ their l-iCCU

liar courts, and liif[inCt priions, whither they are fent by {uch mafrer~, 

as chufe not to inflict any punifhment them{che,. to receive a certain 
number of lathes. The negroes in the difrriB: of Charlci1:on amount to 
fifty-five tnoufand: their total number in the. Statc of South Carolina is 
efiimated at one hundred and -t·,vcnty tnoufand. At the time of thclafr 

computation in 1700, the fiate contained one hundred and' [cyen thou-

fand 
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fand one hundred flaves, and one hundred :end forty-one thoufand nine 

hundred and feventy-nine white people. Lawyers and j~dges have. i~
formed me, that the white inhabitants of Carolina commlt more CrIml

nal offence~, in proportion to their number, than the negroes. Some 
mailers may perhaps, from ayaricious moti\'cs, flle1ter their flaycs from 
punilhmcnt', as thc) recei,'e only one hundred and twenty eight dollars 
f;))" an executcd flayc; but this can only take place in regard to crimes 
perpetrated in the midil of plantations. Few pC:lplc, ai1aultcJ, robbed 
or injured hy the l1l':,':roes, would refrain frn:~l profecuting them, merely 
to (aye their mailers the lo(s of one hundred and h,~'c"ty-ci::,-:ht dollars. 
The refult nC this compari(on is, therefore, clcarly in fa';our of mcn, for 
\\'hom thc Dzn-cry and contempt, in which they liH:, would powcdully 
plead, if it wcre othcf\vi(e. 

The military rcgulations, which until 179,1 'werc extrellicly incom
plete, were in that ycar rendercd marc perfea. They dividc thc whole 
fiate into two parts, onc of which comprehcnds five brigades; and the 
other, four. Thc two m~ors-general, " .. ho command the two diyifiom, 
and the nine brigadiers, undcr whofe orders are the different brigades, as 
well as thc al~j utant-general, are appointed by the legiilature. Each 
brigade is di,ided by the commanding officers into as many regiments as 
the popuhtion will admit. The officers are nominated by the regi
mcnts, battalions, and companies, to which they belong; but they arc 
promoted in the ordcr of their fen'iee. 

E\"cry male inhabitant, as {(>on as he has attained the eighteenth year 
of his ast, is apprifed by a nOll-commiffioned officer, in the name of the 
captain of the diHricl:, that he belongs to the militia. This notice, which 
is bin:n before witncifes, is thc only formality obfcrvcd in this cafe. The 
com panics aifemble one day e\ery month, and the regiments or batta
lions t\\O dap a year, to go through the exercife. Abfentecs, whether 
officers or {().ldicrs, who haye no lawful pleas to offer, are punifhed by a 
fine, proportlOnate to their rank, or imprifoned, if they cannot raife the 
fine. In cafe of a diiobedience of orders, heavier penaltie~ are inflicted. 
Officer~, in cart' of mifconduct, ar(' tried at the 'inil:ance of the Goyer-

nor, 
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nor, by a court of enquiry, confifiing at leafi of three members, one of 
whom mufr hold the fame commiffion as the offender, -who, if he chufc, 
may demand a court-martial. 

All white apprentices or feryants mufi be armed and equipped by their 
mafrers, who are refponfible for them to the courts-martial. For eye:y 
t:1.ult they commit, in regard to the military fen-ice, they are obliged to 
1erve their mailers a fortnight beyond their time. 

The brigadiers are at the fame time infpeCl:ors of their di\-iilon~, for 
which they receiYe t\\O hundred and fitteen dollar;;, in adtliLi',11 to the 

pay attached to their rank. The commanders of battalions are bound, 
on the firfi notice of diftnrbances haying broken out ;n the jif< :yillCe, to 
aiTemble their corps, and immediately report to their fuperiors the rea
fons, ,,-hy the)' have done fo. In cafe of danger of an attacL or a con
fiderable revolt, the military arc obliged to fire three mufket-1:wh a~ a 

fignal, which is repeated by all who hear it, and upon which eyery officer 
mufi aifemble his men at the appointed rendezHJUs. The CI' J\::rnor is 
im'efied with the right of aifembling the troops- on all occdions. If they 
are obliged to march beyond their ufual places of rcndeZL):!~. tky re

ceive the fame pay as regular troops, and the fourth part of each C'JI,}

pany remain armed in the difrriCl. for the patroling feryice. TIll' foLkrs 
are allowed to find able fubfiitutes, ,vho may march in their Head, but 
no one can be exempted from the patroling ienice. In cafe of an in-
1urrecrion, the officers poflefs a difcrctionary power of making the befi 
ufe of arms, ammunition, and vdfels, whcrcyC:r they find them. The 

Governor, or in his abfence the Lieutenant-Go\-crnor, has the ritcht of 
mitigating or annulling the fentence of a court-martial. The finG, are 

applied to the purchafe of arms for the ufe of the companies, in v,hich 
they happen to be In-ied. 

Thefe are the chief articles of war. General Pinckney, brigadier and 

infpecror of the firil divifion, is an officer of grcat merit; he devotes all 
his time and attention to the fervice, and derives much additional autho-

rity from the confidence, and refpeCl:, which he univerfally enjoys. The 

regulations for the exercife are dithnCl: and good; but the militia a->:e~ upon 

the 
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the "hole,· badl r armed, and {orne of them have no arms at all.. The 
{tate has few or no cannon, ~o pov,'der magazine, and no balls. A la\'I: 

,"{as enat1:ed in 1705, ordering two thout:'lnd mufkets, thirty-fix cannons, 
five hundred brace of piilols, fi,-e.hundred fwords, and twenty thoufand 
pounds of gun-po\\der, to be provided. Thefe fmall 11:ores, ,"{hich are 
bought by command of thl~ Governor, will not be completed for fome 
,elf". This 'aoiolute ncglcc1 of all means of defence is common through
;mt America; and if y(:u mention it to men of .property, mo11: of them 
\\'ill return in uni\\'cr-" America was itill more defiitute of erery thing 
at the commencement of the Revolution." This anfwer is pleafing 

enou:£h, as it bdlKaks the fame energy which America difplayed in the 
war of the revolution; but to provide proper means of defence is by no 

'meam inconi'iftent with energy. 
The taxc:- in South Carolina are a:fleficd on lands, poficffions 'in the 

towns, and monied capitah, employed in trade, banks, or otherwife. Free 
negroes, as well as Daves, pay a capitation, in regard to which all men or 
women of colour are dteemed. negroes. 

The land i,-; di\-ided by the law into nine claiTes, from the rice-fwamps, 
which are \vatercd by the flood, to the fuil 'which, in the general opinion, 
admits of no cultivation. According to this gradation the land is rated 

from twenty-fix dollars down to twenty cents the acre, and-pays one
half per cent. The puifefilons in the toYms, and monied capitals, are af

fdEd in the :Clme proportion. Fre~ negroes from iixtcen to fifty years of 
age pa:- a poll-tax of two dollars each, and Dans of whatever age or fex 

cne doJIar, C:Hriasc~ kept for amu[ement pay three-fourths ora dollar 
1:~)r each wheel. 

The tax-gatherers are appointed by the legiDature, and continue in 
place, until they obtaill their difmiiTal. Thefe officers of the fiate are 
br)l]nd, in general, to find.fecurity for the fum of tour thoufand two hun

d.red and ci;..::hty dollars. and thofe of CharleHon for forty-two thoufand 
clght hundred dollars. On a notice from the tax-gatherers, all the inha:" 

bitants muil make a declaration upon oath of their taxahle property in 
land, town-D1arc~, flaves, and carriages. A falfe declaration fubje8:s to a 

penalty 
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penalty of fi\'C times the amount of the fum omcC'.llccl, and in c:;{:: of;-., 

declaration being refu[ed, the collectors make out an efiimate, and tht: 

det~tulter pays double his fllare of taxes. In cafe of any intnbiLI'1t think

ing himfdf aggrieyed by the aficifors, he is bound to dccLl!'C l>is vd:uL 

property, and is believed. Thcfe afi'eiTmcnts are, h::Wc:\'Cf, i.::,:.·!~~~2.11y 

11JCaking, \"cry rllocicrate, as on the Jargell property they i-;.';lccdy ~:n,);111t 

to fiye hundred dullars. 

The tax-gatherers tranfmit to the trcaf"nCJ.i ,)f the ilate (nne of w~)()m 

is appointed for Vpper Carolina and al!V~her for Lower Carolina) the 
lifts of the innabitants then taxed, as \\'211 <!" 'J;' tho!\: v,ho ha\'C rcfufed 

to make their declaration, an,d a general table (If the :un'J',ld of the t:}xc". 

Thefe lifts and tables arc ftuck up in the chief places of tlIe diihia, and 

every perron. ,\ h<) pay;; nr-t his taxes accord:n!! t,) the lii1::s within ten days 

after their publication, may be profecuted and confined. Taxes muft be 
paid in preference to all other debts, The ir:l:aLitants may chufe the 
parifu, \\ here they intend to pJ.y. The collcct()fS are in genLTal a110,>,,('(1 

five per cent on the amount of their receipts, but in C'harkfton only one 

and half per cent. 

Thde taxes arc adequate to the expenditure of the fiate, which in the 

year 1 ~~17 amounted to one hundred and t,vl'nty thoufill1d thr,'c hun

dred and eighty-eight dollars. But delays, inc(\!lYeni('ncies, and con

:fiderable deficiencies, frequently arife from tIle circumilance, tlL~ the 

colleaors and aifcifors are the fame per[ons, that no checks tlvm them 

arc kept) and that the inhabitants hayc the r;::;l1t of paying their taxes 

in which parifll they chufe. 

The rmds in South Carolina arc kept in repair by the negroes, "\...-ho 

are obliged conftantly to work at the roads, wh!(:h border UpOll the 

plantations to \\ hich thcy belong. "\Vhitc V'(J;'], who haye no ilaYe, 

muft do the work thcmfeh·es. The ftate pays the expence for all public 

buildings; of confequence there exift no count; -nltes. The poor arc 

fupported by a tax on 11ayes, and on '\'llite PC()I,lc who !UH: none. 

Town-rat,:'; are levied on the ftmc principle; in Charlcfton they 

ln10,!~t to :fix thoufand t;)ur hundred a;vl thirty dollars. This town 

,j D raik~ 
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raifes neMIr two thoufand dollars ,1 year by licences for felling wine and 

brand\,. 
Th~ public debt of South Cawlina is of two forts, One part of it w:u 

contr~~cted at the time of the n:-yolutionary war, to meet the expence eaufed 
by it, and ,\llich the Union has taken upon itfdf, under the name of the 
g~neral expcIlC,' : the amount of this debt is from one million and one hun
dred thouf:·1l1l1 to one milliun and two hundred thouh-l.nd dollars. The 
Cniun pay' to the ftatc feyCl1 per cent on this dcbt, until it be dif
charl'"ed, and thi~ intereft it pays again to its creditors, and acts, there
fore: merely as a depofitary or truftee. But in cafe of the aate paying 
any part ot: this debt, the Union rCI11Jins neverthclefs its debtor, for in
france, if the Hate ihould fell land, to pay fuch debt. It claims at pre
fent the fum of one humlred thoufand dollars for forts, eretl:ed on the 
Indian frontiers, and other expences, relative to thefe ·works of defence. 
If this claim fhould be admitted, as probably it will, the money will be 
expcnded for the fame purpo{e, but ,vithout ldfening the debt of the 
e nion; the intcrd1: or capital paid by it will ferve to eafe the burthen 
of the taxes, or be employed for fome other ufeful purpofe in the frate. 
The reft of the public debt is that, which, although for the major part 
contraEted during the war and on its account, has not been acknow
ledgcd by the Union as a general debt, and remains therefore at the 
charge of the flate. Its amount was from two hundred and fifteen to 
two hundred and twenty-five thoufand dollars, but it has been paid off to 
the fum of one hundred and ten or twelve thoufand dollars. A tax of a 
quarter of a du;lar on every negro, and fome other impofrs on difrilleries, 
tobacco, &c. are appropriated to the payment of this debt, ten per cent 
being yearly paid of the capital. The whole debt will be difcharged in 
ten or tweh-e years, and thefe taxes ceafe accordingly. The fum which 
yet remains due originates merely from a frigate, and was contracted un
der the following circum frances . 

. In 1778 or 177g, ?ommodore GILLON, of Carolina, being commif
honed by South Carolma to procure a frigate, propofed to the Prince of 
Luxembourg, to deliycr a fhip of that defcription. The bargain was 

concluded 
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c(::mcluded in this manner, that for the expence incurred by fitting out 
this frigate, the Prince was to have a fourth of the neat proceeds of all 
the prizes taken by the fhip, and in cafe of her being taken, the whole 
value of the frigate. She was built in Holland, and mounted forty-eight 
guns. Some months c1apfed, before fhe could be of any fervice, becaufe 
the Prince engaged the crew in France. At length 111e put to fea, and 
took feyeral prizes, but ,vas afterwards taken off the Amer~can coafr, and, 
as the Prince aficrted, through Gillon's mifconduct, whom he charged 
with ha\ing furrendered her to the Englifh tor a confiderable fum of mo
ney. The Hate acknowledged a debt of thirty thoufand pounds Herling, 
litll the prizes being pre\ioufly deducted, in addition to the fixty thoufand 
pounds fterling which the Prince had already received. After the death 
of the Prince his heirs (ent Dr. C[JTTIN G, an American, one of the phy
ficians of the army, to facilitate the payment of that fum. The Madhal 
de CASTRIES, from an opinion, that the frigate had been built for French 
money, that the Prince had only acted as a fecret agent of France, who 
V\ ifhecl to affifr America, before ihe had publicly declared herfeU' in her 
favour, claimed this debt, as being the property of the royal treafury. 
The French conful oppofed therefore in 1795, the claim of the Prince"s 
heirs, adding, that eyen in the cafe of its forming a lawful demand of the 
late Prince, it was now efcheated to the French Republic; all his own 
dtates, as well as thofe of his heirs, haying been confifcated on the 
ground of emigration. The payment is, therefore, deferred, and the 
Hate of Carolina, which has the money ready, is only waiting for the 
icntence of a competent jud::;e, as to the perrons to whom fhe is t') In} 

the debt. In t~e meanwhile Mr. Cutting has received from the Hate 
four thoufand pounds frerling, the amount of his diibut{emcnts, on con

dition of refunding this fum, if the law-{uit fhould be decided againH the 
heirs. 

The {tate of South Carolina rays its officers better, than any other 
Ctate of the U nioll. The Goyernor's pay is tv\'O thonfand tev-Cl1 hundred 

and fifty-tv" 0 dollars; the Chief-juftice has three thoufand three hun
dred; the other judges two thoufllld five hundred. This pay being 

·1 D :2 
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. . h J". h' in Carolina, 
nearly equal to that p3.fd hy the Ulllon, I~ t e :ea1011 W ), 

places under the Union are not e:l!-,'erly fought after. . 
South Carolina ',';as reouccd to tLc utmofi difhef- by the dcvafiatlOrr 

of her poficfilons bv the En(Tliih, and the entire fragnation of her trade. 
01 b h' 

Thc utmoi1: fcarcity of 1pecies preyailed throughout the frate, and t IS was 
the reafon why neither any public ui pri \'ate debt was paid. From thefe 
conllderations the lcgiflature reJolyed, in 1785, to introduce paper-mo
ney, opened ~0r this purpoft a loan for one hundred thou{and pounds 

fterling, for fi\-e years, and paid in r:lpcr-"11,n~r double the value of the 
~()Ll, iilYcr, and other precious effects, which ,'.en: depofited by the cre
ditors. This l!lOl1ey was recei\cc1 by the +':u'::.lfur) pf the flatc in payment 
,of old debts a~ \1,'.'11 as of Ln:c~. Ii the borrower did nut, at the appointed 
time, re~ lTlburic the fum borro\\'cd, together y,ith the annual interefi of 
1<:n.:n per c:nt, the effc,L; depouLe.} \\ere fold for the benefit of the fiate, 

. until thc entire di1charge of the debt. This fort of loan, which was to 
ceafe in 17~::, b"s been prolonged until 1801 ; and the interefi is em-

. ploycd fjf th-:: {en-ice of the :fiate, to make up any deficiency which may 
take pLh.:c under the head of taxes. This paper-money, which no law 
forced into a compulfory circulation, was fo frequently offered in the 
courfe of priyate tranfacrions, that it could not be refufed. It fuffered 

a depreciation of twenty per cent, but at prefent it is {carcely below 
par, except in purchafing foreign bills, when it is at ninety-nine per cent, 
otherwife it i.s at par with bank notes and fpecies. 

To two banks, infiituted in Charlefiown three or four years ago, is 

chiefly to be attributed, that a period has been put to this depreciation of 

the paper money, and all commercial operations are now carried on with 
greater facility; the mofi fubfiantial houfes were formerly obliged to pay 
five per cent interefi a month for hard calli. This is more or lefs the 

cafe in all the trading towns of the United States. It is yet very common 
for planters to borrow money on mortgage at the fame, nay, higher in
terefi. This may, hoV'.'ever, in part be occafioned by the general {carcity 
of fpecies, and, in peculiar cafes, from the circumfcribcd fortunes of the 

planters, 
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plantcrs, perhaps ako from their prodig:ll mode of lifcr by which they are 
obliged to refort to fuch refources. 

This notorious fcarcity of money, a~ well as the po\'erty to ''v'hich the 
!"bh:LlI1ts of Carolina werc reduced by the dcfobtion of the En,glifh. 
induced the legiflature in 178:oj to gra;, ~ the debtors an indult for fi \'e 
years, on condition of their paying yearly a fifth part of their debt, and 
,;;·.i:1~ f, . .:curity for the whole. 

In South Carolina there are t,vo banks. One i, a branch of that of the 
United S~,1tC'i. Its [cat is at PL;1a--'.clphia, and its capital belongs to 

that of the chief bank. It was ii]n' ""cd in 1790, and is managed in the 
f.1.mc manner as all the other br;TlC"C~ uf that bank. The dividend is at 
prclcnt one halt per cent. 

In 1 ;-g2 another bank was e!t:ablii11ed by feveral merchants of the 
town, under the name of the South Carolina bank. The capital confifred 
at firfr of two hundred thoufand dollars, or five thouiand {hares of forty 
dollars each; but the {()ll,)\\in),!: Far it was increafed to three hundred 
thoufand dollars, by two tholliand five hundred new fhares. Lafr March 
it was raifed to fi \e hundred and twcnty-fi I'C thoufand dollars, by five 
thouh'md new Blares, d twenty-five dollars each. Thole new ihares 
were raifed fi \'C dolhrs on yery ju!t: grounds, fincc the holders of the new 
ihares participatc in the benefits arifing from the di'/idcnds not yet paid. 
This bank is not yet incorporated; the fecurity of the !t:ockholders, and 
of thofc who accept their notes, depends therefore entirely on the capital 
of the bank, and on the private property of the diretlors, as tar as it is 

known. It will be incorporated, it fcems, during the next feilion of the 
legiflature. This bank rC2:ul~\tes the dividends eyery three months. In 

the years 1792 and 1793, there amounted to nine per cent; and in 1794, 

1795, and the firfr fix months of 1706, to fiftcC!l per cent. The diretlors 
alfo {tate, that they have kept b-tck and hid by fixty thoufand dollars out 
of the profits. The bank ttanfatls bufinefs in the fame manner as the 
other banks in America, but it is faid to have exceeded, in the circulation 

of its notes, that proportion to its capital, which prudent dirc<..'1:ors of a 

bank 
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bank generally obren-e. But [ucce[s has juftificd the management of the 

directors, as its credit is at pre[ent more firmly eftablifhed than ever. The 
inereafe of the caoital ftock enables the direction to enlarge the bufinefs 

L • 

of the bank, \\ ithout Q\-erlcaping the bounds of prudence; and the capital 

is intended to be increafed to one million of dollars within two years. 

The inihtution of thde two banks has been attended in Carolina with 
the fame effects, which b~n L generally produce in all trading countries; 
nay, the rdults fl.ayc pcen rather more beneficial in this country, becaufc 

th~ fcarcity of money was here uncommonly great. Trade and com

merce have been greatly enlarged by means of the money adyanced to 
the merchants, and 11yother circumfiances. The trade to India, in which 
Charlcttovyn yearly employs 10me fhips, has been increafed, and agricul

ture railed by fums of money advanced to dithci1cd pbnters, \"hofe fettle
ments would otherwife haye been laId. The bank has alfo affifted the 
company of the Santee-canal with confiderablc 1ums, and thus promoted 
this work, "hich is generally deemed highly important for the agriculture 
and trade of South Carolina. Its notes circulate alfo in Georgia. 

Few planters poficfs any confidcrable fortunes, excepting a Mr. Bligh, 
who refides in En~land, and is proprietor of rome very fine and valuable 
plantations in South Carolina. He has from tweln: to fifteen hundred ne

groes, and raifes yearly from three thoufand fiye hundred to four thoufand 
fi\-c hundred barrels of rice. They feel yet the confcqucnces of the war, 
though in a Ids ienfible degree; moft of them are frill inyoh-cd in debt, 
and owe confiderablc fums to merchants, either fc)r negroes, fince the time 

when it was ftilllawful to import them into Carolina, or for the yearly 
[upplies of their plantations with provifion, for which the han-eft is in
tended as a [cemity, without being at all times applied to the payment of 

their debt. Speculations in the public funds form al(~ a confiderable branch 
of commerce to thofe who {peculate with jucl~ment ~nd prudence. The 
frocks of the Union arc, from the fcarcity of money, ah\:ays at "a lower 
price in Charlcfiown than Philadelphia. ", 

, r,n 1;- 1:1 8 ~~e im p~rt_a~ion of ncgrucs into Carolina from Africa ,,'as pro
lublted. TillS prohlbltlOn was occaiioned by the debt, which the plant-

ers 
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ers had contracted; and by the neceffity under which the legiflature found 
itfe1t: to fccurc the payment of it by pofrponing the infralments, and to 
prevent the opening of a new fource of debt, before the old W'ai difcharged. 
The prohibition extended only to 1793, but was afterwards enlarged un
til the end of 1796; it has hov~'e\"er always met with frrong oppofition 
on ttl' part (Jf the planters, which incrcafes in proportion as their eitates 
arc cleared of debt. It expires all the 1fr of January, 179,. Violent 
dt'b~lt('.o ar·.: expected, but the friends of the prohibition are likely to pre
vail, efpeclallyas the deLland of Carolina indigo has decreafed, and the 
baek country, which prodl!cc:d a confiderable quantity of this article, and 
for this purpore Hood. much in need of negroes, now needs them lefs for 
the culture of Indian corn, wheat, and tobacco, which has pretty gene
rally been fubfrituted in the fread of indigo. As to the confequences of 
this prohibition, it is allowed) on all hands, that the negroes, who were 
formerly treated with great cruelty, haye fince experienced a much milder 
treatment. The negroes arc fold in the market of Charlefrown like bul
locks and horfes; the day of the intended auction being previoui1y adver
tifed in the newlpapers. They are expofed to fale on a fort of frage, 
turned about, and exhibited, from all fides, by the common cryer, put up 
and adjudged to the higbefr bidder. This fpcctacle, which is offered four 
or five times a week, renders the fpcctators callous. Population, which 
in well mal7laged fettlements, increafcs in the proportion of fix per hun
dred, cannot in this frate be averaged higher than at two per cent. A 
negro, who works well, cofrs from three hundred to three hundred and 
fifty dollars, a common negro two hundred dollars, and a common ne
grefs from one hundred to one hundred and fifty dollars. 

South Carolina is divided by nature into two parts, Upper and Lower 
Carolina. Along the coaft, and more than one hundred miles wefrwards, 
the country is flat and level. Here are the fwamps, partly formed by the 

tide, which are called tide-Jwamps; and partly watered out of large refer
voirs, which being at a greater difrance from the fea than the formu. arc 
known by the name of inland-Jwamps. About one hundred miles be
hind them the country fwells into hills, and rifes in progreffive gradation, 

until 



TRAYELS I~ ~O::tTH AMERICA, 

. h' I f( t> until at length it terminatcs in the Alleghany lVlountallls, w. le1. epara c 
the waters that fall into the Atlantic Ocean from thofc whlch dIfchargc 

themfeh-es im:'J the Milfl1ippi. 
From this natural di\ifion of the country arilcs a twofold mode of cul-

ti"ation. In the low country rice is culti,-atcd, and the ncccffitry corn for 
the fubfi.:l1:ence of the nCl2:rot.). The land, iituated between the fwamps, 

which t;.'Cl1Li i:1lldy, and C bears nothin~ but pine~, might be fown witb 

corn, but it remains u:1culti\-atcJ from \ .. ant of hands. 
The iflands alona" the coait of Sou~h Carolina, and even {Olne tracts 

b 

of the coafi, \yen:, until thefe late ycar~, cntirely devotcd to the culture 

of indigo ; but cotton is nov. Cli!tivatcd in its room. In the uppcr country, 

where the cultivation of cotton alio begins to gain ground, tobacco i. 

raifed, together \\ith all fpccics of grain. The mofi opulent planters only 

relide in the lower country; people of !efs property. or of no property at 
all, liyc in the upper country, where they cnu.cavour,to raife a fortune by 
clcaring land, whieh is generally f.:)ld thcm, on credit, for one or two 

dollars per acre, and y.-hich they may eafly fell again f,)f four or fi,'c times 

as much, after they havc cleared the ground, and paid the purcha(e-mo

Hey out of the produce or' the firH )Tar.s. 

The climate in Lo\\-er Carolina is warm, damp, unfcttled, and un

healthy. The inhabitants fuffcr feverely, eyery autumn, from malignant, 

bilious [eyers, which cut off great numbers; even they who are mofr ac

cufiomed to the climate cannot preferve themiclyes from fome fits of the 

fever. In the upper country the climate is Ids warm, more dry, and, of 

confequence, more healthy. As to the back country, no meteorological 

0Hcrvations can be given, as the very ufe of the thermometer is there 

utterly unknown. In regard to the lower country, they are very regularly 

taken in Charlcfrown, by the Medical Society ot" that place, which ,,'as in

~itutcd in 17 D 1. Since that time the mercury fell but once under twenty

erght of!ahrcnh .. In the year 17 [,2 it was at eightcen ofFahrcnh. Bythefe 

obfcrvatJO.ns the hlg~cfi degree of heat was, in 17.0 1, ninety of Fahrenh. 

(twcnty-in (' fcvcn-nmths of Reaum.); 1702, ninety-three of Fahrcnh. 

(twcnty-[cn:n one-·ninth of Reaum.); 1,U3, eighty-nine of Fahrenh. 

(twenty-
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"(twenty-five one-thin' ,;t' Reaum.); ] ;-g4, ni!i'~."·-<m.o> of Fahrenheit 
(twenty-{LX two-ninths of Reaum.); and 1795, ninety-tv.o of Fahren
heit (twent,;'-fix two-thi;·(l.; of R~aum.). 1'1 17DO, the thermometer 

!toad at ninety-fix of Fah;'cnhcit (twenty-eight ttHlr-ninths of Reaum.); 
1;- 5 I, at ninety-four uf }"lllrc;1 h:.:i t \ L\',':n ty-L ".' ,l fl. c-:linths of ll'~c:1; m.); 

and in li52, at <'n' hundred 3.1::1 one of FJ.:lrenheit (thin:; and t\\'o
thirds of Reaum.) 

The highdl: degree of cold \\'2..;, in 1 ;-~) 1, t \ycnty-ci:.;ht of L:ilr,,'nbcit 

(one feyen-ninths under nowdlt of R~aum.); . ?q:!; thirty' of Fa11i'Cllhcit o • 

(cight-nir~th.~ under ll':vl' .. ht of Rbam.); J ;-1~3, thilt\" of Fal:rc:,hcit 
L..- ... .... '" 

(eight-ninths under nought of Reaum.); 1 7~.H, thirty-four of Fahrenheit 
(eight-ninths abm'e nought ofH{;:,:m.); and 1705, twenty-five 'if Fah

renheit (three under tl!:L1~~ht of R~:1Um.); in 1,51, the thermometer 
Hood at twenty-three of Fahrenheit (four under ;liJught of Rbum.); 

and in 1752, at eighteen of Fahrenheit (fix tv ... o-ninths under nOllg11t of 
Reaum.). 

The temperature of {pring-water, in Charldron, is fisty-four and 
half of Fahrenheit, and, confcquently, twelve degrees warmer than in 

Philadelphia. Rain-water, kept in eit1:erns, is one degree and half warmer 
than in Philadelphia. There obieryations ha\"e been communicated to 
me by Dr. RHISA Y, Vice-preiident of the :Medical Society; and I have 
been affured, that they are exatl:. 

The great quantity of land, which has been cleared within thde laft 

forty-fix years, and is now under cultivation, cannot but have produced 
coniiderable changcs in the climate, yet no certain opinion can be formed 

on there ob{ervations, ", .. hich ha,-e only been taken thefe laft fi\"e years 
pa!t, prior to which none had been made :!ince 1,52. The (()( 1 dm al

terations in the thermometer at Charldl:on are \'en' COlYtlcter3b:e; and 

although, ~ the affertion of the Medi.cal Society, they arc !cfi {() than 
formerly, yet, by their o\yn obfervations, they :lrc (l,t:~L'i('ntly impnrt,mt. 

Thus, for inftance, in 1 '~I.3, on the 28th of Od,.her, the rl1Cr,~ury fl·l: 

from {eventy-four to thirty-{cyen of Fahrenheit (from eighteell tHU

ninths to two three-ninths of Reaum.): confequently thirty-{c\'c:l de
f,recs in the eourfe of one da;'. In 1,.)1, on the 1ft of Deceml)(,: the 

4 E mer, Ilrr 
\ 
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mercury fell from {eventy to twenty-four of Fahrenh~it (from flXteen 

two-thirds above to three five-ninths under nought of Reaum.), or forty-

ilx degrees. 
vVinter is, in Charlellon, the mofr pleafant feafon. At the feverefl 

froft the foil freezes fcarcely two inches deep, and the frofr continues not 

three Jays. Yet the intenfe heat of the {ummer renders the human 
irame fo· fenfible to cold, that, in Charlellon, five or fix months together, 
they keep fire in the rooms; and that, to the befr of my information, one 
tamily ufes more wood in that town, than two families in Philadelphia. 

~-;orth-\ycfterly winds prevail in Charlefron in winter, and fouth
wdlerly in fummer; far which reafon, and in order to procure as much 

ii-dh air as poiuble, houCes are gel.1eraily built Couthwards, in preference 

to all other pofitions. 
It rains much in South Carolina; at times a drought will happen, 

whi.ch continues three months, and then is followed by a fall of rain for 
three weeks, or a 'whole month. By the obfervations of the Medical So
ciety, the rain, which fell in 179 1, amounted to ninety-fix inches, in 
1702, to eighty-eiifht inches, in 1703, to one hundred and faurteen 
inches, in 170-4, to one hundred and eighteen inches, and in 1 7D5, to 

fcvcnty-one inches. 
Although Charlefron fen·cs as a place of refuge to the cultivators of 

rice, yet it is not free fi-om autumnal fevers; intermittent and bilious fe
vers, the epidemic difrempers of this country, are not unfrequent in this 
town. The warmth of the blood, increafcd in South Carolina by the 
ufe of wine· and jpirituous liquors, engenders a difpo{ltion for inflamma
tory diftempers, which maniici1:s itfelf in fummer. Canfiderable num

hers were cut off by the tevC'r in 1792 and 1794. The yellow fever, it is 

a~crted, ra['"c.d with great violence fix times between the beginning and the 
mlttdle of thiS century, but has not made its appearance fince 17-18. Some 
ph:,j~,-ians are, however, of opinion, that the (eyer of 17~2 and 1794 had 
[cv('~'al frmptoms in common with the yellow fever. However this may 
be, t-thas at leaH, fince the fever of 1793, in Philadelphia, fhewn itfelf 

c.very wh~rc ; and it is a circumftance peculiarly remarkable, that the ma
lignant dlfea{cs, which carried off Cuch great numbers in, New York and 

Philadel phia, 
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Philadelphia, fpared foreigners, and efpecially Frenchmen, in thr:ft~ places; 
while, on the contrary, in Charlefron, they frequently fell victims of 
thefe cruel maladies. Upon the whole, however, Charlefton is fuppoied 
to be far more healthy than any other place; and its falubrity is likely 
to increafe, according to refearches and obfervations made by the phyii.
Clans. 

The police of Charlefron is extremely deficient in thofe meafures, 
which fhould not be wanting in any populous town, fituatcd in 10 hot a 
climate. Cleanlinefs in the ftreets, as well as hou(cs, is greatly rrcgkctcd. 
Offenfive fmclls are very frequent; feveral burying-grounds are in the 
midft of the town, and carcafes are frequently fuffered to lie uninterred. 
A bird, which in point of plumage and fhape is much like a turkey, and 
is known in the country under the name of tllrk,:v buzzard, foon devours 
the carcafe, and merely leaves the bones; but the ,"oracity of this bird 
cannot excufe the indolence of the police. It is very common all over 
South Carolina, and, in fame meafure, worfhipped by the inhabitants of 
the town. No law, it is true, has been enacted, which prohibits to kill 
this bird, but the public opinion, nevcrthelcfs, carefully attends to its pre
fervation. 

Meafures tending to avert or indemnify loifes by fire are equally neg
leCl:ed. Three-fourths of the buildings are confrruCl:ed of wood; and the 
few which are built of frone, are roofed with fhingles, though numerous 
tile-kilns are in the vicinity of the town. It would be extremely eary. 
and, at the fC;lme time, highly prudent, to introduce a fafer mode of build
ing, at leaft in regard to fuch houfes as are either new built or thoroughly 
repaired. From the confrruCl:ion, which has hitherto prevailed, and the 
heedleifnefs of the negroes (whofe number amounts to thirteen or four
teen thoufand) conflagrations are very frequent in this to"\vn. During 
the .time of my refidence, feventy-feven houfes, forming a whole [quare, 
encircled by four frreets, were burnt down to the ground, without one 
:lingle building having been faved. Shortly after my departure another 
fire broke out. which was frill more dreadful. . The regulations, relative 
to the extinguifhing fires, are as bad as the meafures to prevent it. Every 
one haftens to the fire as a looker-on. There are none who command, 

4 E 2 and 
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. . h fi . l'ch are not only few in and none who ohcv eIther at t e re-engmes, W 11 • 

J' r . f b ld number, but alfo in a very bad condition, or at the de~o ItlOn 0 Ul • 

in<Ts b)· \vhich a fire mi!!ht be prcyented from fpreadmg farther. The 
b' L • d' . f 

negroes ahnc are employed to c::tinguiih the fire, WIth the ad ItlOn 0 

fe\~- whites. Thcy ,,,'-ork "ith zeal and fpirit, but without much ufe, 
frum vvant of a p:'oper direction. \Vhat a contrafr betwecn this confu
{lOn, and the regular actiyity obren-ed in fuch cafes in the n~rther~ 
ftat('~, where elery inhabitant is member of a (Kiety, formed tor thl~ 
LClIcruknt purpoie, and hai1:cns to the fire with two leather buckets, 
"hich are to be kept by evcry houfe. The fire-engines are attended by 
men, \\ho llmkrftand the buunt:ls, and wurk them with the utmoil 
zeal and judhl11ent. The leather buckets with water pafs without in
terruption from hand to h:1l1d, along a row of men, drawn up from the 
hou(e on fire to the en~ine. 

So far from any free~fchools exifring in the townihips of South Caro
lina, as in New England, there are not even {chools where children can 
receiYe ini1:ruction for mone.'". In hopes of earning a comfortable liveli
hood, infiructors now and then ei1:ablifh them{elves in the moil popu
lUll', to\VI1~ and yillages. T\IO or three {chools, where the infrrutlion is 
extended beyollLl reading and \\Titing, have been infiituted in South Ca
rolina; three colleges have a1(0 been formed by the legii1ature within 
tiler: laft three )ear~ in Charlefron, Columbia, and Beaufort, where edu
cation IS to be finifhecl. The inhabitants of South Carolina formerly rent 
their children either to the colle~e;; in the northern frates, or to England; 
but now they begin to diicern, how pernicious it is, to fend children to 
fa great a diilance from their parents, at an age when they have fo much 
need of their care and adyice, and to expatriate them during a period, 
in which all their habits, ientiments, and feelings are formed, and "hen 
they frequently adopt principles and manners, altogether diflerent from 
thore of the country, in which they are to rdicle for life, nav {ometimes 
diametrically oppofite to the c.ufioms of their native land. it is on' thefe 
grounds that the Iegii1ature has refoIved to infiitute three colleges, which, 
howc\er, are not yet finifhed. That of Charlefion, which begins to 
exercife its functiuns, is not completed. From the {mall number of maf
ters, the {cholars are hurried through the courfe of their i1:udies, fa that a 

youth, 
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youth, {carcely fifteen years old, has gone through all the claifes. He has 
thus finiihert his frudies at a time, when he ihould {pend three or four 
years more to complete them, and engages in the bufine{s of life, unfur
nifhed with any means of defence againfr the depravation of morals, with 
which he is threatened in South Carolina. Thefc inconyeniencics may 
perhaps be redreif~d; but nothing has yet been done in South CJ.n

lina to provide means of inilruction for the multitude, nor are the inhabi
tants (cemingl)" aware of the neceffity of providing them. 

No manllfaC10ry has hitherto been d1:abliihed in South Carolina, e~{
cepting a few corn-mills in the back country, which have b:::c:l con
frrucred on principles fo very indi1ferent, that they cannot furniih any 
flour for exportation, but merely grind {ufficient corn for the confump
tion of fome families in the lower country. The opulent inhabitants of 
Charlefion, as well as rich farmers, ufe only the flour of Philadelphia or 
Baltimore. A mill, built near Camden, one hundred and twenty miles 
from Charlefron, after that erected at Brandywine, begins at prdent to 
furniih good flour. 

In different places of this fiate tile-kilns have been erected, which 
yield their proprietors a confiderable profit. The tiles cofi eleven dollars 

a thoufand. 
Although Carolina is furnifhed \yith li,-e oak, cedar, cyprefs, and pine, 

in fhort with ~h': befi timber in the utmofi abundance, yet not ten fhips 
are built in the cour[e of a year, and thde only by workmen of the 
northern frates, as inclu{hy lies yet dormant in Carolina, and the mer
chants find it more profitable to purchafe their fhips in the north, or to 
lrct them built there of timber, rent thither from Carolina. ,. 

The price of fhips, completely fitted out and ready fiJI {ea, is at prc-
{cnt fcventy-fcven dollars a ton. In Beaufort or Georgetown they are 
about {even or ci;ht dollars cheaper: and in time of peace they cofc in 
general a third or fourth lef:> than in time of war. Iron and !-CIC~l.t ~uan

tities of hemp are drawn from Sweden and Ruffia, though the latter ar
ticle is already cultivated in tolerable quantities in the back country. 

Their {ail-cloth comes from Boil:on or England. 
A [hip, 
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,\ iliip, conftruded of Carolina timber. is extremely durable, ~f it be 
repaired in time; the price of oak timber ,is thirty-two c:nts ot a dol
lar the cubic foot; oak planks, fix feet 111 length, halt a dollar; fir 
timber, four dollars the hundred cubic feet; mafis. from eighteen tG 

twenty inchcs diameter, and from 1ixty to feventy feet in length, from 

forty-four to furty-eight dollars. You feldom meet with any of a lar~e 
tize. The fouthern pine, from ~ts great "weight, can be ufed only tor 
lower mafts. Cyprefs planks coit two dollars and half; fir. two dollars. 
Carpenters' wages are, for white pcoi;ic, two dollars and half, and for 

negroes one dollar and half a day. 
The market of Charlefion is, generally fpeaking, but ycry indifferendy 

fupplied with provifions. Butchers' meat is in general very bad from the 
heat of the climate, and from the feed of the cattle, "which are turned into 

the woods to graze. In winter, the bullocks, which are defiined for the 
markct, are fed with the firaw of Indian-corn. This beef is fomewhat 
better; but not fo good as in the north. Since a great many families 
have migrated hither from the French vVefr Indian iiIands, who fub. 
lift: upon gardening, good culinary plants and roots are more frequent 
than formerly. 

The price of beef is one-eighth of a dollar the pound, mutton and veal 

one-fourth of a dollar, flour from the north twenty dollars a barrel, and 
Carolina flour fifteen dollars. Salt is imported from Turk's IiIands, Portu
gal, or England, and cofrs one dollar a builiel; fire-wood, without any 
difiin8:ion, is five dollars the cord. Haufe-rent amounts, upon an ave
rage, to three hundred dollars; there are houies for which thirteen hun
dred dollars a yo1' are paid. 

'He:. abovementioned Medical Society is the only {cientific infritution 
in South Carolina. It was eft:abliihed fiye years ago. Several members 
fcc III ~"- ",i~l\.l; \ de~irous of rendering it ufeful. But indolence and inac
tiyity prevail in this country in fuch a degree, that there is reafon to 

doubt the extent of their exertions, until the refults fhall fhow, that it 
v.. a~ fufficient to produce any beneficial effetts. This indolence in re

-gard to Lienee is a matter of {eyere re.rroach againft all the frates of 

the 
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the Union. But on confidering their fmall population, and the profit
able employment in which the major part of thofe inhabitants are en
gaged, who poifefs the largefr fhare of knowledge and information, w(! 

fhall find little reafon to wonder, that the fciences make fo flow a pro

grefs in this infant country. But a circumfrance, well qualified to ex· 
cite afronifhment, is this, that the different literary focieties, \\hich un
der a variety of names have been formed in the United States, have not 
yet adopted any means for diffufing the knowledge of ufeful machines, 
of agricultural improvement~, &c. as for this purpoie it would be fufE
cient to tran{1ate c:.:~tain articles of European books or journals. Again, 
it is a matter of furprife, that thefe focieties fhould not correfpond, 
and communicate to each other their obfervations on epidemic difeafes, 
on the mofr proper treatment of them, fanCtioned by experience, on the 
befr preventatives, and many other fubjeCts of great national importance, 
which might fo eafily be done in the United States. Thefe focieties are 
alone able to effea: this ufeful purpofe; and were they compofed of mem
bers as deeply learned as thofe of the Royal Society in London, and of the 
Academy of Paris, this profound erudition would prove perfectly ufdef; 
for a confiderable length of time; that is, as long as America fhall only 
{bnd in need of that plain and :!implc infrruCtion, which is fa indif
penfaLly ncceifary to the profperity of the country, and the prefervation . 
of the inhabitants. 

Phyfical and meteorological obfcrvatians, carefully taken in all the 
United States, could eafily. procure illj~)rlllJ.tiun of a certain deicription, 
namely, fuch as concerns the influence of the fuddcn clearing of wood 
lands on the temperature, :C:1.1ubrity, and uniettledneis of the \';ea~b: r, 
and on the change of the wind, which is fa eifentially important tor the 
f:iences and the interefrs of humanity. 

A library has been formed in Charldron, and is 1ilpr')r~(d by the '.-G

luntary contributions of a great number of the inhabitants. It vIa.! burnt 

down to the ground at the time, when the Ellglifh were in potTeHion of 
the town, and has :!ince been confumed again by fire. This library, 

which is not yet very large, con:!ifrs of well-chofen books, and is yearly 

cncrc:lic .. ~ 
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11 d · \lthou + the fubfcribers, encre3.i~~d by purcha(e as we as onatlOns. f ,- :. 2', " 1 . 

by the fubfiflinp" re~ulations, enjoy but a yery ltmlccd rIght ot maKmg

u"(: of the h()olc~, ,~et they, who willi it, can eafily obtain them. The 

rooms of the libr~ry cOl~tain lome very good prints, and curious ma

chines. You alia find there bones of an extraordinary 1ize, which were 

found on Jig[l:il1~~ out the canal of SZ'ntee. They confi11: chiefly in bonc,; 

.and ja\\S, ~1~1c1~- of the fame iize anrl ibape, as tho5~ which arc found in 

i"e\'eral parts of America, {uch as Kenteclc/, the banks of the Ohio and 

Mifiauri, and the north-weftern territory; they are, it is fuppo(cd, bones 

of the mammoth, an animal which {eems fabu~ol!S t() the learned, fince 

none of that {pecics have hitherto been tow;d :11 Zlny IJCl!'t of the Slobe. 

In the opinion of fome they are elephants' bones, and their exiftence in 

America is explained accorclin rr to Bufion's {yftcm. But many of th:::l:; 
::-0 • 

bones exceed in fize thole of elephants. Shin-bones haye beer. tound of 
ten inches in diameter, and teeth lipwards of two feet in length. I ha\? 
feen.one, to which the lower part of the jaw was yet joined, and which 

weighed upwards of fifty pounds. _ 
Charlcfton is full of Frenchmen from St. Domingo, and of com

manders of priyateers. Some of the former have brought money 

"\yith them; at leafr they haye not all fpent their fortunes; and many 

cam a li\Tlihood by letting negroes, whom they brought from St. 

Domingo. The French planters and commanders of privateers differ 

·widely in their political opinions; but the love of gaming reconciles 

1 hem all, and in the French gaming-houfes, which arc very numerGUS in 

Charle!t:on, Ariftocrats and Sans-culottes mix in friendly intercourfe, and 

ir~dij;:riminately furround the tables. It is aiicrted, that they play very 

hl~h. 

The principles of the French demagogues predominated long in Charlef

ton. For {everal :years a Jacobin club exifted in this town, of which ~.Ir. 

H.\RPI:R, at prefent a violent Federalift, ""vas member. The French conful 

1\T A:\" GOURY, prcdcceffor of the prefent confuI, was a conitant member of 
this club. But, although he wa, conful and agent of the French nation, 

and prefident of the club, yet he was denounced by a common [eaman 

on 
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on account of his uncivic conduct, and was o\:'Eg~d to fubmit to the hu
miliation of hearing his exclufion propofed by t;IC daring feaman, which 
motion, however, fell to the ground, through the eluqu::llce of a barber. 
At the alteration of the French conftitution this dub i1lared the fate of 
all other J acobin meetings; at the timebf its diifoJution it confiited 
entirely of Frenchmen, all the Americans ha\ing v.:ithdral\·n prior to that 
cn~nt. 

Among the emigrants from St. DOI',-mgo D:'. POLOSY hold5 a difrin
guifhed ranl~. He pr<ldfes an ucc:)mmon Hock of profound learning, 
and is member of feveral literary iocieties in Europe. Repeated travels 
in the northern and fouthern frates, and his extenfive information, en
abled him to communicate to the Academy of Paris a great yariet), of 
ufeful obfervations. As naturalifi and chemifi, he was peculiarly efrcemed 
by Count Buffon. He has a complete work on St. Domingo ready for 
the prefs; the little I have read of it, appeared to me replete with found 
argument and luminous philofophical difcullion. In regard to what he 
fays on the difiempers incident to hot countries, I am no competent judge; 
but it feems to contain a great variety of profound refearches, and keen, 
elaborate obfervations. 

I met in Charlefion with a fchool-fellow of mine, Mr. de la CHA
PELLE, a man of uncommon worth, and of the noblefi and mofr gene
rous mind. He has fayed no more than fifteen hundred Louis d'or; and 
yet from his frugal mode of life he is able to do much good to others, by 
whom however his kindnefs is frequently abufed. 

GOOSE CREEK. 

During my reiidence in Philadelphia in the winter of 1795, I promifed 
Mr. ISARD to pay him a vifit at his country-feat, if I fhould ever come to 
South Carolina. He was member of the Congrefs at the time, ·when the 

conftitution was framed. Since the beginning of the revolution, when 
he entered on his political career, he has confiantly performed his func
tions with that honefry, zeal, and difrinterefrcdnefs, which form the con-

1 F fpicuous 
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fpicuous features of his character. His private concerns, which qaJ fe

vc:-eh fllffered fnm the devattatiul15 of the Englifh, 'were ilill more de

raIH.~·t:d I), Lie lot,:! abfence, and his family is yery numerous. From thefe 

mo:i\ -:,:a- \\ ell ':5 fi-om his 100-e of a retired life, he refigned his 1hare in 

the adminiflration of public affairs, from which neither hononr nor profit 

can be deriycd in this country. He fcttIed accordingly in South Caro

lina, where he intends to fpend the remainder of his days, partly in the 

c:l1.llitry and partly in town, furrounded by a numerous f:lmily, by whom 

he is t\-idct; tly 100ed and refpected. He is a fincere and zealous partifan 

of the tcckr;,liit i~11:cm, which is far from beinii popular in South Ca

rolina. But they who differ from him in opinion on this fubject, at the 

fame tir,le do jufiice to his character; and haying travelled much in 

Europe, the information he po{feflcs is of a more plcafing cail, than is 

generally acquired by Americans. Hi, lady, who is uniyerfally refpeCted 

in the country, po{fdTes a cultinted mind; fl1e is amiable and polite, and 

has pa{fed fame years in Europe with feyeral of her children. 

The efiate of Mr. I(ard confiils almoi1: entirely of rice-iwamps; he 

owns three or four plantations, Yery conveniently fituated f~Jr that pur

pore, and by all accounts well managed; his Da\"Cs amount to five hun

dred. His manfion is, properly fpeaking, only a country-houfe, built by 

his great grandfather, 'who arriyed from England at the time, when the 

firi1: fettlements were formed in this country. It is yery (cldom that 

eibte~ CL;,~;:;llC here fo long in the fame family, as from a natural pro

penfity to change. the barter of ei1:ates is common ~,,:10nQ" the inhabitants 

ur Carolina. <-

. Thi.s (c~~lcmCl1t, which M1'. lfard has named Elms, from a fine planta

tlOn at elm trees, which he planted himfelf, contains about fourteen hun

~red acre~. He cultivates only three hundred, and keeps on this dtate 

fro~ twenty-five to thirty negroes. Indian-corn, barley, and potatoes,. 

are lts ufual produce. A fwamp of about one hundred acres is well 

fituated for ~he cu~ture of rice, and is already in part applied to it; he is 

now buiied m felling the remaining trees, to devote it entirely to this 

purpofe. 

l have 
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I have feen here the commencement of the procefs of clearing. The 
part, defrined for the culture of rice, is furrouncled with a \\ ide ditch; 
the earth, dug out of the ditch, feryes to raiic a dike, \vhieh (;ll one 
:fide has one or two openings, fhut up by locks, to let the water on 

the rice-field, fome being confrantly kept in a rclcr\( 'ir on mure de

nted ground for this purpok 'V ere it not tor this dike the water 

would inundate the f\Vamps at certain periods of the year, and tv. cep 
away the rice, which has juJ.1: fprouteJ. 'Vhen the ditch and dike are 
finiihed, the trce~ are cut do\vn, but frumps are left in the ground :l'i 

high as in the northern iettlcments. TL: {mall branches are burnt, the 
foil is fomewhat loofcned, and the rice planted amidfr tb::fc large trunk..; 
of trees, which are not burnt or cut into fire-wood till {(Jllle )('.lr.3 after
wards. Mr. Ifard has alTured me, that the produce of the fiill and 
fccond year, notvvithftanding the trunks of trees thus partly coyering the 
foil, is equal to that of any other ground, no part of v,"hicll has been lofr. 
This is the method of clearing the ground, univerGlly obfcrvecl in Ame
rica. The produce of the culture of rice, as variable as tl::lt of any other 
branch of agriculture, fluCtuates bet,veen two and four barrels per acre; 
Mr. Ifard obtains three; the barrel weighs :fix hundred and twenty-five 
pounds. Mr. Ifard's land yields from fifteen to twenty bufhels of Indian 
corn, and one hundred bu{hels of potatoes an acre. A negro cultivates 
five acres of rice-field, and three or four of provjjioll, as they are called, 
that is, Indian-corn dnd potatoes. 

Mr. Ifard is a zealous advocate for flavery; from all the accounts, he 

has been able to collect, it is his firm beliet~ that a free negro is more in
dolent and vicious, than a negro {laye. But he makes not any ill ufe of 
the unlimited authority, which by the laws of South Carolina the planters 
enjoy over their {laves. The mildnefs of his difpofition is obfervablc in 
his conduct towards his negroes, as in fact it is in e,"ery adior. of his life, 

unlefs the vivacity of his temper is wrought up by his peculiar opinions, 

efpecially on political fubjects. 
Mrs. Ifard has made feveral experiments of rearing {ilk-worms, which 

thefe lail: two years have proved uncommonly fuccefsful. \\~hLthcr in 

this country, which is fo well qualified ior this fpecic, of culture, any 
·1 F :.! more 
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more attempts of that nature ha,'e been made, I know not, but ~rs. 
Ifard \-vas induced to engage in th'~m, from an carnett defire of promotmg 

the profperit)' of the country. 
Goofe Creek is the name of the p:uifh in which :Mr. Ifard's ettate i;; 

fituated. It contains about three hundred (quare miles, was icyeral years 

without a paitor, and has but vcry lately obtained one. As the pay of 
the den;\' is raifed by fubfcriptiol1, (uch planters only contribute towards 
their fubfiitence, as refide in th'-, vicinity of the church. Devotion is not 
a prevailing faihion in this country. The pre(ent certain income of the 

paitor uf this pariih exceeds not fix hundred and forty-three dollars per 
annum, One Sunday, which I fj)ent with Mr. Ifard, I went v\ ith him 

to church, ",here I found fifteen """hite people, and about thirty negroes 
and negreifes, who occupied the aiiles; for in the fouthern itates the 
negroes are not fuffered to mix with \\ llites. 

The road from Charlciton to Elms runs through Dorchetter; it is fandy 
like all the other roads in South Carolina. In the vicinity of the town tae 
timd has lcj~ compacrnei'S, and, of con{equence, fatigues both men and 
hor{es more, than at a greater diitance from the town, on account of the 
great nUI~ber of waggons, which, as the phrafe here is, plough the COUllt,:v. 
For the firit three or four miles the hou{es itand pretty clofe together, but 
farther on you find only {cattered plantations, the buildings belonging to 
which {eldom H;:nd near the road. The only inn on this road, which is 
{c\'entccn miles in length, lies ten miles from the town. In the cour{e of 
the bit war the Engliill had, during their refidence in Charleiton, either 
from motives of military precaution, want of fire-wood, or luft of devafra
tion, cut clovl'Il every tree within ten miles of the town. Vegetation is 
{o Ycry powerful in this country, that all there trees are not only grown 
up ~:S~l~i1". but have al{o attained a confiderable fize. The luxuriance of 

the woods francis unrivalled; there are eighteen different {pecies of oak, 
particularly the live-oak, palmetto or cabbage-tree, cucumber-tree, deci
duous cy.prcfs, liquidambar, hickory, &c. In thort, all the {pecies of 
trees, whIch are (0 .exceffive1y dea~ in Europe, ten of which are bought 
to ~ave one, for WhlC,h both fituatlOn and {oil are carefully (elected, and 

wlllch yet never attam any confiderable height, arc here the natural pro-

duce 
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duce of the country, and thrive mofi excellently. Equally {hiking to 
Europeans is the pleafing luxuriance of fhrubs, plants, and various fpecies 
of grafs, which diffufc mofi of them an CVluifite fragrance. My firft 
rambles through thcfe woods afforded me, therdor::, an unc~mmon plea
fme. 

Some parts of South Carolina, where the fand is le(5 fertile, bear no 
other trees than pine, and for this reafon are called pille-barrms. But even 
on thefe lands grows a fpecies of grafs, which, t!Dugh inferior to that 
produced on a good foil, feryes both winter and (ummer for the feed of 
hOl-(es, bullocks, and cow~) which graze in the \\cock This grafs is called 

crab-graft· 
At fome dii1:ance from the roan lies a garden, where a French b()~:mifi, 

who is paid by the French government, raites the trees of tk' country 
from the feed a; well a-; layers, and fends them to IVIr. THOU!:\' at 
Paris, 'with whom he maintains a literary corrdprJl1dence. The name of 
this botanifi is MICH,\RD; he has refided in America thefe fifteen years, 
and traverfed e\Try part of the country. to cnrich France \yith the fineft 
productions of the United States. He v:a8 juft returned from the Illinois 
\vith a rich collection of beautiful plants and herbs. He peculiarly ex
tols the vegetation in the Tt'll~:;CC. 'where he In; dii"covered a tree, from 
the root of which a beautiful pale yellow colour is extracted. He claifes 
it among the i()phorrrs, hut has not feen it in bloilom, and confequently 
judges only from the gro\\th, leaYC's and iced. He has given the latter 
to General Bbunt, \\ hI) has offered to return him the plants. During 
his abfence tv;o negroes took care of his garden, and kept it yery clean 
c·f weeds. This garden an{\-,Cr5 extrcrr.eiy well the yinvs of Mr. Thouin, 
to domefticate in France the greateft poffiblc numher of the productions 
of all countries, for w hiL h purpofe he has formed nurieries in the French 
dominions, under different degrees of latitude, to accuftom exotic plants 
to the French climate by infenfiblc degrees. Mr. Thouin is, in my 
opinion, one of the brightefi: ornaments of France. 

The day I returned from Mr. Ifard, my very obliging friend, Mr. 

Pringle, propofed to me a trip to the banks of the river Afhley. I availed 

myfelf 
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nwfdt' \vith much fatisfaction of this opportunity, to enlarge my ac
ql:aintance \\ith the interior, and to view the country-feats, in thofe 

narts \\"hich enjoy the greate11: celebrity. 
1 Charlefton b~i;lg feated on an ii1hmus t()rmed by two rivers, under an 

antrle which is very acute. the road is for the firi1 fe\Cl1 miles exactly the 
:fcil~e" whether yo~ intend to proceed to Georgia, :Korth Carolina, or 
any point of South Carolina. 'Ve made our firi1 {top at a fmall planta
tion, but H'fy btei) purchaf..::d by Dr. B\RON, a Scotchman, and phyfi
cian of crreat celebrity in Charlei1on, where, it is aHcrtcd, he makes thir-;:, . 
teen thoufancl dollars a year. He is a man of extcnfiye learning, and an 

excellent compani:Jl1. This fmall phmtation, 11:; med fitteratTo, confii1s of 
'(mr hundred acres, and coft him four thouiand two hundred and eighty 
(l(,:lars; it i~ fituated on a fmall eminence ncar the river. The fitt for 
the ll!>ui~·. for none has hitherto been built, is the moil plcai~mt [pot 

which coulll be churen in this fiat, Lyel country, where the tedious fame
l:C[S of the \\\ 'oJs i:" fcarcely variegated by rome hou[es, thinly fcattered, 
and where it is hardly pollible to meet with a pleafant landfcape. His 
garden is feparated from the ri,'er by a morais, nearly drained; the 
"hole extent of the northern bank of the river is nearly of the fame de

fcription. Dr. Baron intends to purchafe this intervening [pace, and to 
convert it into meadow-ground. This alteration ,yill improvc the pro
fpeet, without rendering it a charming vifta. 

Hence we crofTed the river, and ftopped at a plantation, "lately purchafed 
by Mr. Pring;lc, the former name of which was Grcenville, but which he 
has named Sufan's Place, in honour of his lovely wife. This plantation is 

likewife without a houfe, that of the former occupier having been con
fumed by fire; on the foundation of this building, \\hich remains unhurt, 

the new maniion is to be erected, which will be finifhed this (ummer .. 
The plantation, which confiils of four hundred acres, has coft him one 
thoufand tm) hundred and e!;;hty-fiye dollars. The fituation is much 
the UU;1C as that of Fitteraff"o, except that the moraifes, covered with 

reeds, lie on the other fide. The river flows clofe to the garden, and 

the fhips, which continually fail up and down the river, may anchor here 

with 
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with great convenience. Yachts of one hundred tons burthen fail as far 

a3 Bacon-bridge, hH'nt~ milcs from Cbar!cihm. 
\\r e m:lde another halt at a houfe, form:::-i y the property of Commo

dore G I LLOX, who died i:l ycry (:::,anp:'~d circumilanccs, bordering on 

ini;)lwl1cy, This plantation, which has accordingly been made o\-cr to 
the creditors, is in the n:ry wuri1: fiate. 1'1::..: Commodore died three years 

a~·n. The houfc is tolcr"bh' handfome, and the garden is ~a:,; out ", ith a 
J U 

more refined tafic, and cultiyated v:ith more care than gardcns generally 
are in th~, country. But the [oil is fierile t,) i1..iCh a degree, that the (\ .. m

ll1(ld()rl~ was ol j Ef':cd to [uPt);Y his table with culinary plants, and his i1:able 

with f~)llder, from another plantation, "hich he poudfcd three or four 

miles l:'.rther diilant. 
Half a mile f(O:Tl Bat<rvia, the name of the Commodore's planta

tion, {lands I\1idJlcton-houfe, the prl)l,cr~\ of I\1rs. ~1IDDLETON, mo-
• J 

ther-in-bw to young Mr. I[ard, which is dteemcd the moil beautiful 
houfe in this part of the country. The out-buildings, fueh as kitchen, 

waih-houfe, and offices, are ,-cry cap:1CiollS. Thc CI:/~'llln, of thde build
ing'> calls to recollecrion the ancient Engliih coc:ntry- feats. The rooms 
in the hOllie ~re {mall, and the outfide, as v:ell as the infide, is badly kept. 
A peculiar feature of the fituation is this, that the ri...-cr, ',\ hich flows in a 

c;rcui~cll'; COUril~, until it reaches this point, (;rn1S here a wide, beautiful 

canal, pointing frmi;!1tt to the houfe. The garden is beautiful, but kept 

in the :~1l11~ manner as dle hou{e; the foil is ...-ery bad, and, in my opi
nil',;'!. til:: whole plantation i~ altogether undc1enill~ the ccklnitj it cn

JOp. 
We fiopped to dine \\ith Dr. DRAYTo::\, at Drayton-hall. The houle 

is an ancient building, but con \'enient and good; and the garden is better 

Jaid out, better cultiyatcd and ilocked with good trcl~, than an)' I have 
hitherto feen. In order to ha...-e a fine garGC!l, )' ou haye nothing to do 

but to let the trees remain fianding here and there, or in clumps, to plant 

buihes in front of them, and arrange the trees according to their height_ 

Dr. Drayton's father, who was alfo a phyfician, began to layout the gar

den on this principle; ane his {on, who is paffionatcly fond of a coun-

try 
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I' ( has purfued the ;~~:1C plan. The profpeB: from the garden is try L(" • • 

like all other views :'1 this part of the country, but the occupIer finds It 

Icfs tediouily uniform than travellers do. He pointed. ou~ to us, a~d 
tpoke much, COll 11."[0,"';, of a little helt in the \;-oods, wlllch IS {carcdy n
fible, and of ,1 tU~l~ing of the river, yet no yillage is to be {cell, not Lh,? 
{mallei!: cilates, nay no huts. All South Carolina contains {cared.! 

fiye or fix Yillage~, if four or five compac1 houfes deferve this nam:. 
The pbnter refides, throughout the whole country, in the midfr of hIS 
negroc,;. It i~ a matter of general cenfurc, that Charles II. divided tht.; 
country am()ng three men, \\ithout confidcring that, divided as it is at 

prdcllt, perh:~ps among: fifteen or twenty thoufand people, it is yet far 
ii'om procuring the Hate and focicty at large the advantages, which it 
might produce. Eyeryone works with his own negroes; he has no op
pUrLUllity of hirin; others, as c\cry one has full employment for his ilaYes, 
and Hands in need of many hands for little work. In regard to the north
ern frates, the period may be determined with (orne degree of certainty, 
\,'hen the" hole c'Juntr;-, which has been wrefred from the Indians, will 
be cleared; but not the leafr idea can be formed how it will be pollible 
in South Carolina to clear only double the quantity of land, which is at 
prefent under cultivation. This obfervation, however, applies merely to 
the lower part of South Carolina, for the country on the other fide of the 
mountains is inhabited by white people, who work, as eyery where elfe, 
and whore number, it is aiferted, increafes yearly by new colonifts, who 
arc emigrating thither. 

On our journey we met a drove of negroes ~you cannot ufe a more 
proper term), who were rent from Cambridge to the market of Charlcf

ton. Their mafter, an advocate of Cambridge, one of the difrricts of the 
frate, has rclinquifhed his plantation, to employ his money in fome other 
branch of bufincfs. Planters of {mall fortunes do this very often; and 

from the ~igh price of negroes it is at prefent done more frequently than 
at othe.r tImes. They were about one hundred in number, men, women, 
and chIldren. The {ale of the hufband is not neceifarily connected with 

that of the wife, nor is the purcha{er of the mother obliged to buy the 

child, 
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child iuckling on her breaft. The advantage of the buyer is the only 
binding law. 

That part of the forefr, which I did not traver[c, on my way to 
Mr. Jiiu-d, abounds alfo, it is (aid, with trees and bufhes. Two fpecies 
of the forrel tree, (alldromeda, Linn.) the azalea, the (now-drop tree 
or fringe tree (clziollant 1l1ts, Lilln.); honey-{uckle \,"i th red bloiToms, 
which grows in a fwampy foil; the (affitfras; and the myrtle of which 
green candles are made. The berries are boiled in water; the filbfiance, 
which (wims on the furface, is the oily matter or tallow. A buihel of 
berries yields eight pounds of candles, 'which cofr twenty cents. The red 
paria, or Carolina hor{e- chefilUt tree, which, when inoculated on ;1 com
mon chefilUt grows up in Europe to a very high tree, is here a ihrub of a 
middling fize. 

To {everal trees adheres a yellow grey mofs, which hangs (everal feet 
down, like a beard, and is known by the name of Spal1!Jlt beard. It re
tains the fame colour, both in winter and (ummer, and bears {mall blue 
flowers in fpring. It clings efpecially to oaks and elms; plantains, ma
ples, cucumber trees, and pines are generally frce from it. This mofs in
jures only the beauty of the trees, but alters neither their growth nor 
leaves. In gardens whieh are well kept, it is taken off with iron rakes; 
the negroes frequently pull it off the trees in the woods with their hands. 
and {ell it to the upholfrerers of Charlel1on, who fruiT' with it mat

trailes and chairs. For the (ame purpo[e, pretty large quantities of it arc 
tranfmitted to Philadelphia, ?\ cw York, and even to the northern frates ; 
tor though it confrantly pre[erves a certain unplea[ant [meII, yet it is 
much uicd, from its being cheaper than wool or hair. In winter it affords 
good food for cattle. 

S~\~DYIIILL. 

After a reiidence of twenty days in Charlefron, I fet out for Georgia. 
From the exceffive heat, it becomes necefrary to make this tour before 

the beginning of lune, in which month the heat grows intolerable; and 
the dangerous di(ea[es, occaiioned by it, [pare but fcw men, c[pecially 

-1 G frrangers, 
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ihangers, ,,-ho travel through thcfe peftiferous fwamps., I fet out ~n 

company with Mr. BEA UVOIS, a Frenchman, a botami1:, paffionrrtcJY 
fond of his fcience, and a good, worthy man, In order that we both 
might retain: our full liberty, 'we hired each a cabriolet, and a little nc:;ro, 
We pur{ued the (arne road, which I travellcd ",:ith Mr. Pringle, on ll1)~ 

excurfion to the banks of the Afhle"y, until we reached the other frde of 
this riYcr, that i~, ten miles from Charlefton. To this point the road 
is much tht: {arne, {and and woods. The fand, however, is not fo deep. 
and {eems to be more mixed with earth. The woods are equally beau
tiful, and, for fame miles, the plantations lie marc compact. Rice is the 
chief article cultivated in this part of the country, 

Eight miles aft'~r you havc crofTed the Aihlcy, you pafs an arm of the 
ri\'er Stono. Thc bridge, by which you cm]'; the river, has bcen built 
by General \V ASH 1::\ GTO;'\, who pofTefTes an eftatc in the neighbourhood, 
which, however, is not that on which he rdides. The toll is confiderable. 
I was obliged to pay a quarter of a dollar for a cabriolet and a hor{e; and, 
yet the farmer, ,,-ho takes the toll, pays the General no h10re than four 
hundred and t\\cnty-eight dollars two thirds. This road is, therefore, in 
all likelihood, not much frequented; a fuppofition, which was much 
corroborated by the {mall number of travdIers wc met on our journey. 
Arid yet this is the great Savannah-road, which we did not kaye but fix 
I:,iics from the General's eftate. 

All the inhabitants of South Carolina are more afraid' or the rattle
{nake, than tho{e of New York and Penn(dyania. The{e {nakes, it fhouk~ 
{cern, are more dangerous here than in the northern !fates; as in
ftances are known of people having died 2. quarter of an hour after they 
were bitten. According to the afTcrtion of the faculty, the bite is 
mortal only when a lymphatic veifel has been hurt, becaufe in this cafe 
the poifon m~es more rapidly with the' blood; every other bite is eafily. 
cured. The mtenfe heat of the climate renders the poi:fon more def1:ruc-
tive than in the northern ftates; for it can liardly be {uppofed, that 
among the great number of people who arebitteri there; thereifhould be' 
none' whofe lymphatic veffels were injured, and yet none 'are khown to-

han 
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have died of the bite. The juice of plantago virginiana, Linn. or the root 
and branches of mahuba brui(ed, are the remedies mofr commonly ap
plied. Either of thefe plants is fufficicnt, but they are deemed more ef

ficacious when they are applied jointly. A tobacco leaf fteeped in rum, 
or a fingle leaf of one of the above plants, takes off the pain and {welling. 
CESAR, a negro, difcoyered this means in South Carolina; he proved its 
efficacy to the Affembly of the States, in 1,80, by cufing a rattle-fnake 
to bite him; and obtained for this arcanum his liberty, and a penfion of 
one hundred guineas a yc~r. The rattle-fnakes are as peaceful in Caro
lina, as they are in the north; they neyer bite but on being touched. 
Howen~r great the fear of thefe fi1akes may be in this country, yet they 
are not, it fhould fccm, yery frequent, as in this cOlfe the pbnters "vould 
undoubtedly, fi-om motives of fdf-intereft, furni!h their iLl\"CS with thc 
{arne thick ,,'\'orfred fpatterdafhes, ",hich in the northern ftates render the 
bite harmlefs, by abforbing the poifon; and \\hi:h, for this reafon, are 
there in general u{e, in11:ead of fuftcring the negroes to work barefoot in 
the {wamps as well as the woods. 

General W a!hington' s ti-iends having prevailed upon me to calI at the 
General':'., I did fo; and from the genteel reception I experienced on his 
part, \\"e {oon got acquainted. General \Va!hington is of the fame fa
mily as the Prefilient, but they are only di11:ant relations. IIc fcrved in 
the war of the revolution, and is gcncrally refpeaed. He is now one of 
the mofr opulent planters, and poileiles from four to five hundred flaves, 

by whofe number wealth is jl!fily efrimated in South Carolina, as it is 
through their labour that riches are amaifed in this' country. The infor
mation which 1 obtained from him, in regard to the culture of rice, ap
pears to me complete, yet J !hall not infert it in my journal, until it be 

corroborated, and rendered frill more perfea by the accounts of other 
planters. I fhall, therefore, here only obferve, 1. That the General's rice 
fields arc inland fwamps; 2. the General fows one bufhel and a half of 

r.ice on an acre; 3. the medium produce of an acre is two ba'rrels of 

rice; .1. every negro cultivates four or four acres and a halt~ befide~ two 

or three acres of provjJion; 5. by his calculation a third only of his ne-
4 Ci 2 groes 
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groes work ill the fields, the reft: either cOllilfr of old people,· childr~n, 
and ilck, or are employed about the houfe; 6. the number of negroes m
creafes every year by a twentieth; 'i. eyery negro earns annually, all ex
pences being deducted, about two hundred and fifty-feven dollar~; b:lt 
the rice which, prior to the war, was fold for two dollars and a halt, C()jt~ 
now fix or feyen dollars and a half; 8. the expence for a negro, includ
ing duty, board, clothing, and medicines, he efrimates from twelve to 
thirteen dollars; D. he intends to erect a mill, to faye the trouble of 
grinding and fitting, \\hich is generally done in the plantations by hard 

labour. 
The[e mills f.:we confiderable time and work; the negroes are relieved 

from the moft painful toil, and able to \york more in the fields. Another 
great advantage is, that the rice is more regularly huil.ed, which caufes a 
cOllflderable difFerence in the produce. An able hulker delivers nineteen 
parts of large rice, and one of rice-dufi; but an indifferent workman only 
ten. Ricc-dufi, or fmall ricc, that is, fnch a~ is too much ground, is not 
marketable, or fetches only half the price of good rice. 

By rill the obienations which I have been able to collect, the culture of 
rice is in an imprm-ing ftate; the beft proof of which is the greater num
ber of furrows in a giyen fJ)ace. The planters had formerly only fifty
fiye in one acre and a quarter, in1tead of fixty-five or fevent)', which are 
made at prefent, without the leaft prejudice to the fertility of the foil, or 
the richnefs of the cars. Another improvement concerns the mode of 
watering the fwamps. e pan the v, hole, the planters, more enlightened 
on their true intcreft, iecm determined to perfect the culture of rice by 
all poffible means. The rice, from this piaEtJtion, is tranfported twelve 
miles in carts, and frequently the difrance from the next creek is frill 
greater. The planters arc now raifing a fum by fubfcription, for the 
conftrucrion of a canal, which is to crofs the f\vamps, and on which the 
rice may, without the leafi difficulty, be conveyed to Charlefton. This 
c~nal is to be ten miles in length, and the expenee is efrimated at thirty
elgh~ or forty thoufand dollars. 1 affifred at a meeting of the commiffioners, 
relative to the beft means of conftmaing it. For this purpofe it has been 

propofed, 
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propofed, either to caufe every planter to work at the canal with a certain 
number of negroes, proportionate to the greater or lcfs difiance of his 
plantation from the canal to the extent of his fwamps, or the number of 
his Haves, or to charge one planter with the conftmc'hon of the whole ca
nal, and make every planter contribute to the expenee in the above pro .. 
portion. Good planters are of the latter opinion, becaufe the adoption 
of the former would ldren the number of their workmen, and, of confe
quence, their gain. The meeting deliberated on thefe qllci1:ions, but 
came to no determination. That one iingle planter 111 dd be able to 
undertake this work, may be explained by the circumt1ance .. that then! 
arc many bad planters, \\ho let their negroes at a high price. The meet
ing terminated in a dinner, like all ilmilar meetings ill England, with this 
difference only, that this dinner \\'as given, not in a t;nod ta\'ern, but in a 

miferable inn, where, from the minous fiate of the fiair-cafe, the guefi& 
were under the neceffity of working up their \\3.y to the dining-room by 
the aid of a ladder. It was a cold dinner, and the liquors lerved up "were 
rum, brandy, and geneva, which the gentlemen of the meeting quaffed, as 
if they had been the mofi delicious champagne. The General, whore turn 
it was to entertain the company, had provided the ,yhole dinner. The 
culture of rice will undoubtedly be greatly inereafed by the confiruCl:ion 
of this canal. By General Wafhington's account, as many fwamps remain 
itill uncultivated as are under culti\'ation. 

His own plantations are all :fituated in the yicinity of his maniion, 
without joining each other. One dircttor has the fuperintcndance o\'cr 
all the plantations, and under him li)ecial infpeCl:ors are appointed tor 

every plantation. He cultiyates two hundred acres with Indian corn or 
potatoes; the average produce is from twelve to fifteen bufhels oflndian 

corn per acre. 
The rice-planters cultinte no more Indian Corn and potatoes, than 

they want for their (J,nl con(umption, and that of their negroes. By 
cultivating more, they would, in their opinion, waite their time in a Ids 
profitable labour; and many planters would rather purchafe all their 
provifion, than raife it in their own fields, 'were not the carriage fo vcry 
cxpenllye. 

All 
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All the planters keep great numbers of oxen, cows, a~d pigs, 'which pro

cure their food eafily, and without the l~afr expence, 111 the large for~frs) 
which belong to the plantations. Hodes are al{a frequently turned mto 

the woods; but the true amateurs of hor{es, many of INhom are found 

among the planters, {end them rather to g~aze on a field, \y~1ich ~he year 
beion: was fown ,vitIl Indian corn and nee, and on whlch the {pe~ 
cies of grafs, called 0',,0 grqjs, grows in great plenty. In 'woods, y,hel:c 

the grafs of the pr-eccding year if:> not entirely con{umed, and where tlus 

~::'~ds might fliRe the: new gro\\ th, it is burnt at tl1e beginning of {pring, 

and the }'01llJCr <'rafs thrive:', better than it otherwiie "ould do. 
0tJ 

The rricc of f\\'amps is h'~rc from t\',n1tY-0l1e to forty-two dollars an 

acre. The fituatiol1 in regard to the \\'atc~in7, of the {wamp; occa1;'on:-; 

the difference in their price. U Flands coil from fi \e to fix dollars an 

acrc, but are {eldom fold. Indian corn coils one dollar and a half the 
bufhel, a cow from fix to nine dollars, and a yoke of oxen forty dolbrs. 

General \Vaihington is one of the planters of Carolina, who, in order not 
to rdinquiih to the merchants of Charlcfroll the great profits on the fale 
of rice, haye tran1l11itted it tbem{eh-cs to England. The rduk; of thi~ 

operation arc not yet known. All the plantcrs are highly pleafcd with the 

high priL'c of ricc, yet th~ mofr prudent of them adopt not a more expen~ 
fl\c way of li\-ing, but convert their gains into capital. They arc fond of 
reiiding on their phntati()11", and thus (aye much of their houfehold cx~ 

Fl1CC. Yd you muil be accufiomed to fuch a reGdence to be pleafed 
with it. :\'(;t the leail \"arid)" as to {oil and culture; {urrounded on all 

:fides \\ith mud and water: fc\\' or no neighbours; and in addition to 

thc1~ unpleafant circnmilances, the plant<.:rs are depriycd of the greateft 

plcafure of cultivators, to i;:e c,-ery thing gro\v in thcir ".fields. In the 

month of June, when the {"\'amps arc watcred for the firft time, the 
plant~rs retire tor four months into the town, for fear of the pd_LiferoLs 

e~una, a~d during this time tl~e rice ripens anel is mowed. The white 
dIrector of the plantation, \\ ho remains on the fpot, muft the firft (um

mer pay for this refidence either with his life, or at.leaft ",ith a dreadful 

.fit of illnefS; and, fhould'he furyiY~ this, yet he is e\'er) lummer attacked 

by 
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by n umilar di(ea{e at leafr for a fortnight. The negroes (litrer not from 

all there noxious exhalations. 
In the Gcn~T:il is united to his other excellent qualities that of a bene

volent mafier to his negroes. They are not oyerburthened with labour, 
and they are at liberty to culti, ate for themfelves as much land as they 
choo(e. 

Mrs. Wafhington (ccms lefs plea(ed with a plantation-life than her 
huiband, whom buunds frequently calls away, and whom a pipe or a 

O"ood dinner often retains in the place, whither he is ob!i c:cd to go. b l ~ 

The General's plantation lies in St. Paul's parifh, '.\11icl1 contains fif-
teen {quare miles. Although tour or fi,'e remains of churches are to be 
found in this parifh, yet there ('~{ii1:s in fact but unc. "here a cnn:jp.'f:l
tion can afiemble. The rcit were burnt do-wn in the cour' of the war. 
md they arc in this cOlmtry not ,cry anxious to build them up again. 

The road from Sandyhill to Dr. PHINGLE'S, brother of my friend· 
Pringle of Charldl::on, is as (andy as that \\ hich we ha\"(' travclied, but 
the {mall bridscs, you frequently meet with, grow wor(e and worfe. 

, We croiled in a ferry the river Edifio or Pompon, \\ hich rites two hun
dred miles higher up the country, and on which the timber from the 
iorefis of further Carolina, that are one hundred miles difiant from 
Charlefion, is floated to this city. 

Dr. Pringle reudes in the townfhip of St. Bartholomew, and cultiYates, 
of nineteen hundred acres, which compo(e his efiate, two hundred acres 
of (wamps, and torty acres high land. If he had more hands to difpofe 
of, he might cultivate more; but he poficifes only a fInal! fortune; and 
planters thus circumfianced can very (eldom rai1c the neccifary money 
for the confrruction of machinery. He has explained to me the whole 
procefs of the culture and preparation of the rice; and the intormation I 
received from him on this (ubject, agrees (0 perfectly with that \\hich 
1 have collected in three or four other different places, that 1 think my

felf fully intormed on this head: Rice is commonly fown about this 
time; fome have already done it, and others' commence in a fort

night. 

The 
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The country- i" full of that fpecies of crocodile, which by naturaliils 

are called caimans. We faw a fmall one at the General's, which had 

been killed by his huntfman. On a walk m: took \\ith Dr. Pringle, we 

1;;\'; two, which lay aDeep near a large fwampy ditch; both werc of cor;

fiderablc fize, and one meafured from the head to the extremity of the t:<.il 

upwards of twehT feet. \" e obfervrd them perfectly at our :,d;:,. at the 
difbnce of tv;eh-e paces. The noife we made, after fiyc or llx mmutes, 

h;!',-in~~ roufed them ti"om their Deep, they jumped into the water. Thi~ 
animal Fry icldom touches a man, however near it may be to him; it 
C"\::'-:::lt 1;, "flees, \.,hen on land; but in the water it i~ idicl to be fiercer. 

A t~~\\ y::ars ago, a caiman bit off the leg of a woman, w11:1e D1e .V;!c; 

bathin;. It more frequently" attacks dogs, \\hich at times it carries ofr- i,1 

the prdence of men. Sometimes, when hounds in purfuit ot a {L\:~ 

fwim through the water, they feize beth hounds and deer, and pull 
them down to the bottom, \vithout their eYer appearing again. The 
fcales, with which the caiman is coated, render it invulnerable, unle[$ thl~ 
wound be inflicted in the interfiices of the {cales, or at the (' :·~trcmities. 

The rattle-filake is as much dreaded in this country as the caiman. 

Ko perfon has of latc died of its bi[e, which pro\-CS frequently mortal to 

do,..':), cows, and hor[es, although cafcs of its being cured arc more nume

rous. On the whole, the number of thefe noxious animals appears very 
inconfidcrable. By Dr. Pringle's account, \\ ho has feen many of them, 

they arc [lCrC much larger at the fame age, than in thc 110, ~ item frates. 
Tlwfe which han; come within my ob{eryation, are d the fame fize as in 

Gmcifee, but of more yivid colours. The bite of t:.e water rattle-fdake 

i., alia poifunous, but Ids [0 than that of the land. The derivation of 

its name is not known; fur this animal has neither rattles, nor is it fur
niihcd \\'ith the two fangs, which render the rattle-filake [0 extremely 

dangerous. There are tho[e, 'who imagine, that it is the female of th"e 

rattle~fnake, while in the opinion of others it forms a di1hnct fpecies; but 

all tlllS ret1::s on fup~ofition, as in fact do many things in natural hiftory. 

The black [erpent 1S p.retty common in Carolina; it is very l~ng, and pur
rues thofe who attack It; but its bite is harmle[:;. 

Panthers 
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Panthers are fometimes found in the woods, but they arc few in num
ber; the afiertion of their having attacked men is contradiCted. Tj~'_:r

cats, wolves, and faxes are here frequent, and (ometimes carry off fJ"! '. 

ilieep, and calves from places contiguous to inhabited buildings. But 
the planters, who aifemblc their live-frock twice a year, to count the 
young, and pick out thore which they intend to fatten, ch~!r;.::c Ids the 
wild beafrs with the deficiency they difcoyer, than the petty planters, 
negroes, and other workmen. The winter is here lleyer j;) ic\-ere, as to 
prevent the cattle from remaining in the \yond.;, where they find plenty 
of food; j;>me of the planters feed them with the fha\\ of Indian-corn 
and rice, but moft kill them, as they come out of the woo<.k 1\fr, 
Pringle, \\ ho keeps from {cycnty to ei:;hty ne~rnc~, and, of conicquence. 
to' no great planter, has from t\\U to three hundred head of cattle. 

To judp;e from the acquaintance I hayc made among the planters, their 
cOllyer{ation is not Ycry interdting. Thcir time is chiefly taken up by 
the chace and the table, by gaming and doing nothing, the few excepted, 
whore parents were fufficiently rich to fend them to Europe for educa
tion and infhudion. 

Mr. hin~lc holds a diftinguifhed rank among well-bred farmers. He 
finiihed his education and ftudied medicine in Europe; fur fome time he 
followed this profcffion, but now praCti{es it only from motiYes of com
pai1ion, to prdcn-e his independence. He is in eyery rcfpe& a worthy 
man, amiable and communicati,e, plain, and fo happy, that his equals 
arc but {eldom tound. He is an' excellent mafrer to hi~ negroes, and 

aficrts, againi1: the opinion of many others, that the plantations of mild 
and indulgent mafters thri\-e mofr, and that the negroes are more faithful 
and laborious. He is beloyed by his {layes. The cultivated part df his 

plantation is in the beft orcier, and the number of his negroes encrcaic:s 

yearly by a tenth. 
In the neighbourhood are a few yery (mall plantations, the pr')l'~rt)" of 

'white people, who keep no {laves, and who of fifty acres, which form 
the necefi~lry qualification of an elector, cultivate about twcn,::/ v. ith 
their oxen. This cla[s is poor, and, by what I have been told, iCt.'l11;- not 

4 II to 
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to deferve much refpeCt. But thefe planters evidently prove, ~hat e~en 
in this {corching climate white people can perform the labour,. for vduch 

it is generally deemed neccifary to employ Daves; though It muff: be 
confefled, that they neither work much in the hottdt {caftm of the year, 
nor toil in the {wamps. White people may perhaps not be able to ac
cuftom thcl11(ehc~ to the nccc1l:lry labours in the {"vamp::, yet it is of 

importance to kno\y, that thc~' arc capable of working in the upper coun
try at the culture of grain, potatoes, and turnips. From this facr hope~ 
may be entertained, that the large tract of p;round which {eparates the 
1\'yumps from the upper country, and the fertility of the {oil ()f which is 

apparent from the numerous trees it bears, \\ ill be Cllltiyated. 
Mr. Pringle preiented my fcllow-truyeller, Mr. BeauYois, with a petri

fied oyftcr, found in the yicinity of Colurr.bia, one hundred and twenty 

miles from the (ca. Its length amounts to ci:~htecn inches, EI1~liih mea
Due. From the circumftance, that in that part of the country there is a 
coniiderable firatum of 1lmilar petrified l~,bi1ances, it becomes highly 
probable, that this whole traCt was once coyered by the iea, and that the 

ridge of mountains, which runs from Florida to Canada, formed its ori
ginal limit. 

In the townfhip of St. Paul a free negro, who from his early youth care
fully ftored up the produce of his indufiry, poffeifes a plantation of two 
hundred Daves. lnftances of this kind are not rare, I underfl::and, in 
St. Domingo; but {uch a plantation is here a phenomenon. The levc

rity excepted, with which this emancipated Dave treats his negroes, his 
condua is {aid to be regular and good. His name is PIN D A 11\1, and he 

is. eighty-five years old. He has married a white woman, and has given 
hIS daughter, a mulatto, to a white man. 

RUPELMONDE, ON THE RIVER BEAUFORT. 

As long as the roads continue of the {arne quality, as I have hitherto 
found them, fince I left Charlefion, I fhall not make any mention of 
them. I am not yet tired of thefe {uperb forefis; but on tra~erfing them, 
you cannot but regret, that a {oil, which bears {uch trees, fhould not pro-

duce 



BY THE Dt:K.E DF: LA ROCHEF~UCAULT LIA~Cot'RT. 603 

duct any thing elfe, and that nineteen twentieths of that foil may, per
haps, remain for eyer uncultivated in Carolina, which mi[~Jt be (v,;n 

with oats, rye, and barle,\, and thus remove the unhealthincfs of the cli
mate, and the poyerty of the c()Lmtry. Nature imites this '_,.JUlltry to a 

high degree of pnyfi)crity, the non-attainment of which can only be 
owing to the negldl and mi1conduct of men. 

We trayclled in company with Mr. ROBERT PHIKGLE, a worthy bro
ther of John Pringle of Charletton; he intended to introduce lb to his 
numerom fricn.J~ at Beaufort. 
in numher and infignificant. 
fowing rice. 

The plantations along the road are few 
The peopk ·were every where bufied in 

I had a letter to ~IIr. TIIO;\IAS FULLElt of Sheldon. He was not at 
home, but his lady recci\'Cd us with great kindnds. She is very hand
fame, and cndo\ved with excellent qualities. 

It is frequently the fate of travellers to contract obligations; this we 
experienced the fame evening, in regard to a lady \'\ho rdides on the 
coaft of the Wand of Bcallt<)rt. The vefiel, intended to carry us oyer, 
was too fmall for our two cabriolets and horfes. We were, therefore, 
obliged to wait; and feein;r us ·walking up and down the ihore, fhe in
vited us to itep into her haufe, and at length offered us a night's lodging. 
:Mrs. RHP EL refides ·with her daughter in the neighbourhood of the 
ferry, ·which belongs to her. The mother was, fifteen years ago, the £r11: 
beauty of Charlefion; and even yet, though thirty-five years old, and 
frequently indi{pofed with nervous difeafes, fhe is handfome and amiable. 
She generally refides in Ch~rlcil:on, whither 1he returns at the beginning 
of June. \VhateyCf pruitt: 11l:!/ be due to our European gentility, :.t in 
no part of the globe fo much hof})itality is practifed as in America, (Jr 
can it any ",here be better exereifed, than in South Carolina. 

\Ve this day croifed, by a yery bad bridge, the riYer Combabce, which 
feparates the difiriC1: of CharleHon from that of Beaufort. The only re

markable thin~ ·we met on this journey was a large caiman, wh~ch lay 
dying on a ditch. He was wounded in the head with an axe, and was 

3.t a greater difiallce from the water than they generally arc. \V c dif-
4 H 2 patched 
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patcLed him, and found that he was cleven feet and hal~ in. length. 
Thefc animals, whole afpect is as fri~htful as the accounts at thelr fierce-
nefs, are n0 objects of tear ,\ ith the inhabitants of this cOl~ntry; travel

lers, therefore, ha\"C either exaggerated their accounts, or are more timid 
than the inhabitants. The) arc killed, whereycr they are met with, and 
extremelY numerous in the frefh waters of Carolina and Georgia. 

The ftate of Georgia, the wodt regulated part of the Union, is a com
pound of natiYes of all European countries, and of all the other parts of the 
United Statc~. Ib recent hiHor), is a tifiue of continual difputes among 
the inhabitants a~ well a.; with other fiates, ,\'ithout the lcafi mark of 

public fpirit. This moral pic1ure muit nccefiarily admit of exceptions; 
I haye myfelf. during my fhort rdidcnce in Sayannah, found men, 

1-yho wCluld do honour to any country. But the exceptions, I apprehend, 
arc few. 

As late as the lail: {eilion, a more regular adminifiration of jnftice has 
t)een eftabliihcd; but it is not yct in force, nor will it be (0 for i; lme time 
to come. The {effions are not regularly held; the emparindling of the 
juries meets with great difficulties, and yet the bufincfs of a lawyer is one 
of the moft lucrative profdIions. 

Agriculture is much the {arne as in South Carolina. Cotton is culti
\'ated by all the inhabitants, who confider it as a principal branch of their 
trade, without paying any more attention to the befi mode of cultivat
ing it, than the.~ do in South Carolina. Candid planters alIo\\", that they 
are far from hayin~ attained the highef1: degree of perfection, the attain
ment of \\ hich will, in my opinion, fooner be effected in South Carolina 

than Georgia. The machinery for cleaning the cotton is here more fre
quently employed than in Carolina; but the planters, convinced of the 
difadvantages attending it, relinquiih the ufe of it, and expect another 

from the Bahama iilands, which compleats the operation {ooner without 
injuring the down. ' 

The back country, whi:ch begins behind Augufia, is far more popu
lo~s, and exports tobacco, Indian-corn, rye, and ·wheat. Slaves, as is 
::i:erted, are more numerous on the other fide of Augufta, than on this-

fide 
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llde. There is no planter, who kecl's a confiderable number of negroes: 
but the 1malleft planters buy {orne as {oon as t~ley can, leaye off doinh 
any work themidyes, and grow lazy, for ,\ hich the mafters of fla IC, ge
nerally feel a ftrong di11~oiltion, encouraged by the heat of the climate
and the habits and maUlEr:: of the country. 

The la,Y of the land permits the importation or negroes, and this is the 

only {bte, the ports of which are not yet fhut up againit this odious trade. 
They are not, howenr, imported in great numbers in Sayannah; in the 
couric (,("llft: year ar,iyc(, about fix or {eyen Lundred; during the firit four 

month, of this year four hundred and fifty have been landed, and two or 
three t:, '1 !~md more are expected. Savannah empie,:, no 111ip in the 

tLn c-t!,lli '; but it is carried on in fllips belonging to New England, and 
c1FIi.:eiai ly to Rhode-Wand. The cargo, hO\ye\Cf, is conftantly carried tu 

~a\annab, without the lcai1: certainty of a profitable {ale, on account of 
the icarci; y of money which generally prevails, and becaufe foreign mer
chants are as little fond of !Iiyinp: credit t() tho{e of Savannah, as thefe 
are of crediting the planters. For the fole purpoie of culti,"ating {uch 
{wamps, as are £tted for cultivation, ten :ii.lCcefiiYe years from eight to 
ten thoufand negroes ihol1ld be annually imported. A third of tho{e 
\\'ho are imported, are, in irite of the prohibition, e\ ery year fnmggled 
into Carolina. Thefc Ati·ican negroes coft three hundred dollars each; 
thofe of the Gold-co~,i:: arc the beil: of all, and next to them are thofe of 
Congo and lbo. The latter arc the beft labourers, but frequently perifn 

within the firft two yLar~. 
I witnefied an J.ULt~C!l of negroes in Sannnah; and although it \\US a 

fhocking fight, yet I was not fo afFected by it as when I {awthe one hun
dred negroes in Charlefton driven to market. Thefe were grown per
fons; but the others wl:re children, unacquainted ,vith the horrors of 

their iituation. 
Almoft all the land in Georgia is good; but different in quality accord

ing to its iituation; for at the diftall:ce of one hundred miles 'from the 

fea it continues riling as ;:lr as the Apalachian mountains, which are con

neaedwith the chain of mountains that interfccls the whole of :r\orth 

America) 
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America, procecding from Canada, difappcars at th~ Gulf of Mexi~o ; 
and, under the name of Tapinambonrg, rifes again in SC1uth Amenca, 

after having firft ihewn itfelf in thc Antilles: at leaft this is the op~llion 
of feyeral naturalifts. The lands appear better here than thofe fimllarly 
{ituated in Carolina; and from the Apalachiam to the 1-.1ifliiippi they 

appear frill better. 
NOlle of the ftates is better watered than Georgia. The rivers Sa

vannall, Ocotlee, Alatamaha, and St. Mary whid:l di,-idcs it from EaR 

UNida, flln through it from eail to \yd1: ; and in their cour(e receive a 

(Creat number of creeks and fmaller riycr~, by means of which the pro
du(:(, of the inland parts. if they were inhahited, might eailly be con

'"eyed to the fca. The great rivers Appalachicola, Mobile, Peare, Palca
cola, and Gm-ernanti, which interfecr \Veft Florida, and empty them
lc 1 ICS into the Gulf of Mexico, have their fource in (;c()r~..:;ia. The 
';,-er Miffifippi, by which it is bounded on the wert, muft, fince the laft 
freaty with Spain, be a certain and extcnfiye means of difjlofing of all its 
['mduets, which might be (ent to the ~\.ntilles. All the parts of the coaft 
1~JUth of Savannah arc, without compari(on, more healthy than Sa
vannah, or than the coafts of '~irginia or the two Carolinas; becauic they 
lie nearer the trade-winds, and partake of the advantage "hiC'h thde af
ford. The climate, which in the interior of Georgia is not (0 hot as in 
Carolina, is much milder in winter. There is fcldom anv (now here . , 
and where there is, it (oon melts away. Except in the (wampy parts, 
fem::r difea(es prn-ail here than in Carolina; and frefh (prings of water 
ilre to be met with every where. 

To there advantages may be added the facility in paning between the 
'contincnt and the il1ands that lie along the coaft, the communication 

wi~~ all of them being perfectly (afe, and there heing no occafion to go 
out 111to the open fea. The(e iflands are for the moH: part {pacious and 
healthy: they have an excellent [oil, which yields very fine cotton, al

moft all kinds of corn, and abundance of live-oak, which is of fo much 
value in fhip-building. 

In that part of Georgia which borders on Weft Florida, there are 

many 
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many fields of rice along the river,;; particularly on the banks, and be
tween the two brunches of the Mobile. Oaks cf ncry kind, hickorie-. 
fairafras, mulberry and chcfllUt tree . ." gro\v here in the greaten poHlbL 

perfection. There are few li\T-oaks, and fcarcdy any c:F2ill' (·r cedars. 
The white pine grows here only; the irlr11Cc-fir 1:; idJom 1cen. It i~ 

faid that the three branches of the ri\-er .:iL'C.1l11uha, with the iibnd \)~. 

St. Simon, which lies facing them, form the bdt, dcepdi:, and !~dlit 
harbour on the American coait, belo\'; the Chdapcak. Fe\\ of the 
United States are dd1::ined to greater proil){:rity th.m Georgia. But theK 
muil: he hands to work this gold-mine; and their labour muD: be ren
dered valU:lblc b) good onicr, by refpect for the government, and a due 
adminiftration of the laws. Thcfc objects will certainly bc accomplifhcd 
fome ti::1e or 'Aber, but in the pre(ent fiate of thing:..;, it is difficult to fix 
upon the period "hen it tball come to pais. The inhabitants of the 
b~:c\ c()untr} are more id~e. drunken, and dif<.mlerly, than thofe ""ho re
fide in the Lack parts of any of the Unitcd Statcs. It is only to the go
vel nmcnt that tLefe vices can be imputed. Land \vhich produces rice, 
and is furnifhed with the buildings requifite for its cultivation, fetches, 
when in gcod condition, from fixty to fixty-five dollars; and that which 
is not fo, (dIs ac ic\ en or eight dollar,;. 

They carryon a trade with Georgia, with deer, otter, and beaver {kins. 
But thc Indians, \',ho fupply them, find a more advantageous and furer 
fale in Wefi Florida; and therefore carryall their tkins to Pcnfacola._ 

This trade is therefore confined to tlus procured by the people of the. 
back country; and thefe are inconfiderable in number and value. 

The Cherokees, the Chacraws, and Creeks, \\'ho are the mofi numerous. 
and warlike of all the Indian nations, inhabit the borders of Georgia. 
Thofe capable of bearing arms are fuppofcd to amount to the number of 
t\velve thou{and, fix thoufand of whom are Creeks. There arc about 

thirty-five thoufand Indians altogether in Gc.or~.::;a. It is faid th:r the 
Creeks, contrary to the general cafe, are encreafing in numbers. Although 
thefe people arc held in averfion, and endeavours are made to drive them 

beyond the Mifiifippi; yet it is allowed on all hands, that ill the conti-
nual· 



ODS 'l'RA '"ELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 

nual qu<urels which they haye with the white peapl: on tl~e boundaries, 
the latter are in the wrong four tImes out of fiTe. It IS admItted by every 

body that there cannot be a more yicious ret of people than the whites . ' , 

who dwell on the boundaries: they rob, murder, and betray the IndIans; 
"\,ho in return frequently ddhoy their perfecutors, together with their 

lamilies; and when they perhaps take a dreadful revenge, they only dl'
fend themfelves againfr unprovoked attacks: thefe Indians are all as good, 
as generous, and as faithful as thofe of the northern fratcs. Even" hen 
they are in the greatefr frate of dit1urbance, they liYe in the utmofr fami
liarity with the white families \\ hn refidc amongH them, and who find 
more protetl:ion from them than from the white bordcrcr~: thefc fcalp 
their priioners. as \\ell as the Indians. This cont1ant flate of petty \\'ar
fare is a new {<mrce of diiorder in the Hate. 

The State of Georgia, in conjunction with the federal government, 
thinks of concluding a gClleral treaty with the Indians, the negociations 
for which arc to be entered upon in lefs than a month, The coniequencc 
of th.is treaty will be, that the Indians, in confidcration of a {urn of mo
ney, 'will rdirc a hundred miles t:lrthcr back. Meanwhile the borderers 
will purfue them, and will neyer be ret1rained, by an)" treaty, from mak
ing their unjufi attacks; as long as there is no government to rcitrain 
them by rigorous punifillllcnts, and of courfc to prevent the reprif<lls of 
the Indians. 

Thefe Indians culti\-ate the land ""ith more care than thofe in the 

northern frates. They keep {uch negroes as they carry away in their 
petty \\ars, or thofe who defcrt to them. They trcat them as flaves, but 
bchaye well to them; are fparing of them in labour, and :than: with thcm 
thcir own food. 1 haye been afiured, that there are fome Indians who 

han: no fewer than thirty negroes: thefe carry the produce of their 
hufbandry to Pen{acola, by which means Georgia is deprived of conilder
_able adyanta;es. 

1 hayc heard an anecdote ofonc of thcfe Indians which I bel' _ 
'II . '" ' , lC\C, 

wiglye a c!car Idea ot their manner of thinkinO' Thee k h d 
• L o' ree s a oc-

calIOn to aiTcmble i()me years ago concerning a treaty with the United 

States: 
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States: one TALASKING, a famous warrior amongfr them, who had al
,yap declared himfclf a friend to the Unit('d St,~tc~, opp01cd eyery act 
of hofrility againfr them, and was confequently ,\ ell known, orlle t') 
New York, the place of meeting, aiter the Ailcm:Jly h[?,d :>1rnd) been 

opened. He there found, tkt oneIVI\L.'..3KY, "h.) kddii1:ini;uii11d 
himfelf by his im'eteracy againfr the Uniteu StaLL'S, and by tbe mifchid~ 

he had done them, was well treated, and e\(,l1 ca;-dfcd by the .\n~clic:'ll 

commifiloncrs. This circumilance raited his ind; 'lnatit)~l to fucb a d~
gree, that, although he was himfelf \\L ll-treated, he left the Aficrnbly 
after two days, and became an c:1cmy to the Sta'::c;. This intlif,:na

tion has its founuation in a ilrong fentiment c,f Iw:, )'clr, which muil 
make ciyilized frates blufh for the falfehood and depraYity of their po
licy. 

The avaricious Georgians nre not contented "lth grJ.{p;ng at the cr;,un~ 
try of the Indians; many of them look on Florida :llrcdy as t;L:ir law
ful property; and think that by a war, they v,ould eafily gratify this am
bition of theirs; as the {authem frates are much more populous than this 
province. It is to be coniidcrcd );OK little ;)p~lin can be intcreil:ed in this 
{mall tract of country, how many difputes it may occafion, and , .. hat a 
natural boundary the Gulf of Mexico would form f>r the United States. 
It cannot but be wifued that Spain, with a {l;,-t of political magnanimity, 

may giYC up this country, which is not an advantagcous pol1cffion to her, 
and ".-hich in all probability fhe may not be able to rcLin. 

The law concerning negroes is milder in Georgia 68n in Carolina, 

"" hGC it is of EngliD.1 origin. But herc it is thirty ),CCtrS younger, and 
therefore breathes that humanity, which charactcrifes the lattcr half of 
the prcfcnt century. It appears to me in ~)mc refpects as mild 0.3 any 
law can ever be when :f!ayery is permitted. It is faid that thC'fe arc few 
fevere maficrs here: but the negroes are \Yorfe cloathed and fed than in 
Carolina; and eyen there their cloathing and' food are. not rcm;~rbl):)' 

goc~L 

Until l/~i)l .\u1'1:1a wa" the chief t(~\ya of GCW:il: next to ~,;;I.Yl:'-
.. '- 0..' 

nah it is the large:f.l, and the only pLc:: that c'eU; i,'~ on an inland tr~[ll·. 
l I Tj1ui{\illc 
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LeJui(\ille, the preft:nt feat of go,"crnment, confifts only of about thirty 

houfeC'. 
SO, h ", t;lmous for the defeat of M. d'E11:ain~ in ] ,,8, when he . a';anna h j' _ 

made an unhtl'Cd;rul attack upon it. After every thing I han: heard 

from nc-\\"itndfes concerning that atlc1.ir, I am pofitiYe, that M. d' El:' 

taing ~ight hayc furprifed the town without waiting for his heavy artil
lery: 1. J',." the tm\"ll, at his arriYal, W'1" defencelefs. :~. That he 1hould 

haye rmperly finifhed the regular fiegc, as he had once entered upon it. 
3. That ~"I. d'El1:;,i;1~.': \\ould certai:11y hQn.: remlered himfdf mailtT uf 

the hwn, if, after the firft fummons, he had Eot spmted Gel:cral pg z

YOST an arn;ift.lcc of two or three days; durin;,!; \Y;lidl time the latter 
• <-

had procured reinforcements from Beaufort, and doubled his means of 
defence. ·1. He \\uuld hase fuccecded in the attack, it: inftead of direct
ing all his force againit one thong redoubt, he had penetrated through 
the other fcattereu. works \\ hich were ill defended. The Englifh in that 
caie would hayc been forced to quit their entrenchments, and an en
gagement would hal c eniued, ill which the French and Arnerical13, 
on account of their numbers, would have been victorious. The in.
habitants recoIlect \\ith [~ratitude the pains which M. d'Ef1:aing had 
taken to deliver them from the hands of the Engldh. They praife the 
valour of the French; but lament that M. d'Eftaing, on granting the 
armillice of twenty-four hours, refufed to let General Prevoft's lady leave 
the town. 

The fever which I caught in Savannah obliged me, againft my will, 
to relinquifh an excurfion into the back country of Georgia and Carolina, 
which I had preyiouf1y planned. 

I departed with pleafure from this town, the climate, and fituation of 
whi~h on a bumin; fand render it fo uncomfortable; and where the fpirit 
of dlforder :lnd anarchy muft difguft every man to whom liberty is dear, 

and who. knows that it can be maintained only by refpecting and obeyir.g 
th.e laws. 

SP:\NJSH 
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SPANISH SETTLEMENTS Il~ ~ORTH AMERICA. 

I bdien:: that this is the proper place to ~i \c the accounts which I eol ~ 
leered in Cll"olina and Georgia concerning the Spcn:ilh fettlements, tInt 
border on the United Statc~. The ri\Tr ApabeLi('(lb, runs between Kill: 

and Welt Florida: the Miififippi divides \Veft Florida from Louifiana. 
Eaft Florid'.l is thinly inh<tbrd. \Yhcn;t belonged to England, fnc

ral ricc-I,lanbti,ms ,ITT': efbblilhed on a large feale, and with fuccef". 
Thcre are alfo plantations of cotton, \\ hieh are very prod,,,'tivc. It ap
pears, that a ~Tcat lluantity of land is applied to thefe ufes, and that even 
pine-barrens might be improyed 1(lr this purpofc, though many inhabi
tants think, tlut the Lndy foil would not be able to produce cotton. Moft 

of the planter5 left Eafi: Florida after the peace of 1783, when it was ceded 
by England to Spain. Some trifling culture is 11O\\('\er yet carried on 
hya few Englifh families, who have not left the country. Few Spanifh \ 
families live in Florida. The beft rice-land lies north of the province, 
near the river St. Mary. There are alfo gooq fwamps on the banks of 
the rivers towards the «)uth, efpecially on the riYer St. John. This river 
runs along the coaft, parallel with the fea, from fouth to north; or rather 
confifts of feveral lakes. It is navigable from one end to the other; and 
of courfe can carry a\,yay the wood which grows here in abundance, and 
which can cafily float into it on the fmall creeks. The trees that grow in 
}'lorida are liye-oak, red and white oaks, cyprefs, hickory, red and white 
cedar, and the cucumber-tree: they are all ycry large. The river St. 
Jolm can be even united with the fea, on the fouth-weft coaft of the 
peninfula, in Charlotte Bay, by means of the river Coloofehatche, and of 
a canal eight or ten miles in length, which would run through the 
marlhcs. By thefe means a direct pafiagc from the Atlantic into the Gulf 
of Mexico would become practicable and ea!)'; and the wood "hich 
fhould not be ufed in Florida, might foon be conveyed to the iDands. 

St. Auguftin is a very fmall town, which has but one ftrcet. It lies on 

a better foil than Charlefton or Savannah. V dfels drawing more than ten 

feet water cannot anchor in the harbour. The tide rifes only to thirteen 
4 I :: or 
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'l" l' . h 1 I' th t1"," of Charlef1:on, on or t()llf"ccn fcct.c l;C c Imate IS e~ t 1ler an" _. ~ 
1· h J1. 11the'r It carries 

• • L f t'1C tl--'11 C-p-ill'1, VI' JlC cOl1nanL ': coo - - al. 
~-l'''' ... l)lPl\. 0 1 ~ ' .• "'I .. ->-, .I 

on its principal t!"cH!.:: with Sava;-,iuh ~ud Cha:-1dton, to which pl~ce3 it 

iCllCi.; the products of the H:1yunnah, which are clepofited here. It IS :fup-

plied "iih Englilh c·uu',h. frum thc Bahan.la li1~nc~s. . 
The Lemcncluka IndIans, a fmall tnbe ot Cr.::cb, hence a vIllage of 

about onc hundred !wu:cs in Tufcavilla on Polycred:.. T:ccj ha,-e fame 

[;mlk; ones on the fea-cuaf1:, on the other fide of EatC Florida. The fhore 

of \Vdc Florida rifcs Ih'rr(~Ddicularly oyer the fea, and is hc~lt:lJ' It is 

confidently -Li,; that t:l~ L'lll at the l11cdh of the Mii11ilppi Las in

ncafed to thc ciiLbncc of t',yelvc 0r fiftc':n miles, illlce the £1r11: fdtlement 

of the Fr,:ll<. __ ll ill that pbc:. This land, hov.ever, vvhich is becoming 

firmer (h'lT year, is not yet fufficiently fccure. South-wef1: winds ge

ncr;111y blow here. Hurricanes fcldom happen; and they come from 

t~l(, fouth-eaft. 

The land between the Miffifippi and Betekfoha is excellent. The 

nat'lT ell products are a -{ort of large reeds, hickory, cedar, and cyprefs, 

which arc \ cry large: it has excellent mcadows, which yield ,-cry f1:rong 

gra{s; and :t is fit tor every kind of cultintion. From Betekfoha to 

Pearl-river the land is ncJC fo good. It has the {'tme kind of trees, with 

oaks of different [orts; but few live-oaks. From Pearl-river to Eaft 

Florida, thc country confifrs of a ricJt land, which might be cultivated to 

advantage. It p:-oduces many trees, particularly live-oak, which grow 
here to a very large fize. 

I gi \c this iketch by way of introdua:ion, in order to be better under

frood. It is, upon the whole, correa:; though not fufficientIy dif1:ina: in 
e,-ery particular. All the land that lies on the rivers is of the beft 
quality . 

. There are ma:1Y habitations along the Miffifppi. Some French fami
llC's f1:ill d-\\dl in the vicinity of the Bay of St. Louis. There are con

fiderablc fcttlements along the river Mobile, at the Bay of Penfacola, 

and on the other rin~rs. Although thefe provinces have beloncred to 

~;~'c\:n for thirteen years, yet there are very few Spaniards here. ~uch is 

alfo 
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a1(') the c.&~ \\ ith Louiiiana. Except the military, cullom-hou(c officers, 
and per:{(ms holding places under ~:()ycr!lmu1t, there ar~ not pcrh,'~', a 
hL::-ul:ul SP:l;i;lh familics throughout thi, L11 FL:;1. The bl~lk of the 
inhabiwl1ts c,);liitL-; chiefly d French, who h~l'.l i;~tt1cd here ori~';nall:\r, 

and of Germ:ll1s, who h:\\c remained here, after the ceilion of the lJ']I11-

try to ~)pJ.ii1. Some Frcl~lh. Englifh, ailli Sp:ll1ilh famJic,;, ~rc p"llpric
tors of lands, but thn' arc fe\\,. Almon: ull the ~:,w~s hcl(:1:':' to the . " 
Cro\\l1, which neithedcl], 1lut c:r:''1ts them tor a ~rroHnd-rent, but :llwJ.n 

<"-' <...~ -' 

giyes them av,a), at plea(ure. Tnis l'nver rdls i~1 the hands of the G\~-
Ycmor, y,ll:) recei,:...s money for it, but y,ho i:l[ures tLc pUlLilion ('111y fa 
long as he holds his tituation. 

There arc few monks or pricJ1s in Florida and Louil>na. From el'cry 
tlj;L~ I h::ve 1" 'ard, religion d'Jc, not appear to be prc~ornin:l:lt. It has, 
howc\'er, f~lllC influence; and French philoi;'p;iY Yi0uld find here many 
opponents. 

The ri,-ers all flow from north to fouth, and nGt yery rapidly. The 
tide comes up a confiJerable ,va;; into them. ,r eife1s can fc'lil fixt)' or 
fe\enty miles up Pearl-I': vcr. The wdtcrn branch of the ri \'er Mobile is 
na'.i,t.\~Je for one hundred m;]c,; and the edt':n1 tv,o hundred: the 
AD"Z'ciachicu!a tv'tO hundred. All thciC rivcrs rife in Gn'rcia, where, 

1 j , 

with the exception of a few obi1rucrions, they arc navigable. 
The harbour of Penfclcola is one of the beit in all North America. 

The cnt,'ance is fate; and the water, even at the keys, is always five fl
thorns deep. At Mobile the water at ebb i~ ten, and at flood-title four

teen feet deep. At Kew O;':c~ms there is between fourteen and fixteen 
feet of water; but the 11:1'1 igable channel i5 narrov,', and the entrance 
difficult. On every part of the coafr there are numbers of finall bays. 

It is not (0 hot in \Yefr Florida as in Carolina, notwithi1anding its, 
fituation being (0 much more {coutherly. Between the Miflifippi and 

and Mobile intermitting and bilious fe\'crs prevail in autumn. From the 

river Mobile to Eafr Florida the country is very healthy. 
In many parts of \Yefr Florida, and particularly in the N~tches, which 

lie within the territory of Georgia, and to which place the richncfs of 
the 
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1 i
' '1 " ' 't ,,1 111~'lY inhabitants frum Florida, rice, co~t<,n, tobacco .. t It: ')\ J),h In\ I l ~ ", . 

d ' l' 'e cultl'\~atcd rI'he I·nlli ,,.,) which is known by the name an Inc 1:;0, al . . ";-' , . 
of 1\ cw

L 

Orleans iilll i ;,::(), is of a \cry good kind; it is infc ior ~o that ~t. 
St. DomjI1~o, but much better than that of Carolina. It is [aId, that, It 
1.1l()re care ~\cn: taken in the culti\:~ti'Jn of ir, and feed brought m,ore 

f~l'(I~-rltl.: ii'om Guatimala, this inuigo wuuld be almoil: as good as that 

of St. Domingo. 
It m,:ft be a m:li~~l'r of illrprize, to find that the whole uf T\Vd1: Flo-

ri,la, which bdc '\" to Spain, is fupplied with Euwpean goods from 
England. 1'h, ",weyer, is true; and can ()lily be ~:~trib'..!ted to the la

zineis of the ~~:"~lliarcls. The Cnmn La' granted to two En~~'liih houfcs, 
',nc of which t~ades under th'.? firm ofP£NToi\' and ERMER, the exclufive 
priyjlege of fuppl) ing the inhaLit~:n:s of the country, as well as the Indians, 
with European commodities; ~which pet: into the Lmds of the Englifh 
the whole of the peltry trade, eycn in the l"ltS which border on Augufra. 
They deal much more honourably in their barter than the Georgians, are 
better jl,pplied ~with commodities; and, on that account, the Indians rea

dily trade with them. This priYilcge does not extend to New Orleans. 
Eycry year (ome 111ips, which fupp!), the Havannah, come to l\ew Or

lcans, but they bring \cry inadequate cargoes, fo that the Spaniih fettle
ments on the Illinois 2=ct all their European goods from Montreal. 

There is a fact Hill more recent, which points out the bad policy, 
whereby the Spaniards giye up all power into the hands of the Englifh. 
The Goycrnor of New Orleans has gi\-en to the Engliih houfe of TODE 

and Co, (who cm)' on the peltr;" trade on the other fide of the Miffi

lippi, beluw the L:k-::o) the exclu{i\'e priyilege of trading for fl~ins 'with 
the Indians, alun: the left bank of the Miifouri; by ~which means the 
Engliih arc in t,~i1d::ion of the mofr important part of this river, and they 
haye opened a i.r:l'le with feveral nations. This pri\'ilege ha~ been purchafcd 
frum the (~v,crnnr of New Orleans for the fum of t\":Crlty thoufand 

r()l!"'!~ Hcrr:,:~, From this circumfiance an idea may be formed of the 
fluSili1111lcfs and avarice of the Spaniih government and its agents, which 
tl,e a:t: '0 it) of the Engliib t~tils not to turn to their profit. It is high time 

that 
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that this country, eycn fur the benefit of Spain, fuould come into thc ~~O(. 
{eHion of France. Should Spain keep it much longer, Klgland "ill kun 
obtain it. In fad, the partly poifci1:::s it aL-~2.(l.r, there bci~lg {eve.! 1'::'11~
lith garrifons fiationed upon thc SP:l;li111 tcrr~tG;-ies <lie ll~ the r"ii1Eiil ,ci ; 

'-- ~ ... ) 1 I 

and the numerous inhabitants of the Indian tC;'rtt,)p,' thr, llCr!JOUt t;l;~ im-
. 0 

menfe dithiCt, {(J rich in ikin c , are un,~c(:uai;l~d with all)' but ;~i,~;lilh 
traders. \\'hen the ~n:;l;iil 111:111 ha .. ~ c-:'cib!i!hc,J tl!u,-diJ\'cJ itill murc 
firmly in this trade, they 'Nill become more important, and then the rich 
Spaniih {ettlemcnts in 11exieo 'I' ill 11' ,t be llln~..:: fccure. This I)piIlion, 
which to me appeClrs ycry clear, ihuuld be eft, Llij}leJ beyond a duubt by 
Frenchmen, who penetrate j:~rtk:r inti) the ")Lilltr)" t:laTl I l!.~\c d0ne~ 

It is fut;icicnt here to fay, that, contrary to the ailcrtiun uf 1~'l11': Ameri
cans, the 1\liilifippi is nayigable a~ jJ.r as E_l'lltu,_;~y and the IIli!lOi·; and 

that the \-dlcls, which carry the products of theft~ countries to ?\ew Or
leans, may take back European comrnodities, which, by this means, would 
be cheaper than thuie brought from the pu:-t.; of tLc i\tbntic. 

The commercial advantages, 'whicIl L()uil;.ma Lu]rls out to an :lctiH: 
and intelligent nation, are uncommonly [!:reat. It might furnifh the moil: 
durable wood of every fort, tor JLi U-!Jl;il,:il\.2; and maits. I ha\c becn 
informed by an engineer, ,vho had been in tLe Englifh fen-icc during the 
1aft war in Florida, and who was defirous of dCI1l, ,1ii1:il1~ a i()rt that had 

been built by the French at Penfacola in 10so, that hc t<mnd the '\Old 

of it as free from injury, and as found as if it had been fdled the preced
ing day; and that he could make ufe of it all in conttru8.ing a {hunger 
fort. Louifiana could fupply the French cuI'nic, with en~ire lwdcs in 
frame, which "ill be much wanted there cn the rctlun of peace; and 
which might be had at an eafier and cheaper rate from that country than 
from the province of Maine, or the l",orth ri\cL They could hayc fhin

gles of cypre{s and cedar longer, thicker, and fix time ~ ;:1I.'rc llur;lb1c than 
thofe of fir, that are brought ti-,lIn the l:clrth-eatt l'2.rt of America,. 

which are not able to reGD: the frequent hurricanes that happen in our 

if1ands, and often, in one night, carry away the roofs of many houfcs. 

From Louiiiana might alfo be brought 11emp, flax, and, conj~lluently, 



616 Tl'.,\ n~LS I~;,,;O~'.TH AMBRICA, 

C
" I'll J' 11 C·]')t11 '111 ·,bl",l'\1"'·"'· and U~n\'iic tiles, \yhich 2,;'C already rop.)a, 1l - " \. ~ '_.·4L_~' • 

. . h d f .... T 0 1, D' The)' ml1fht gd 
m',n\lr-;"l~HC{t m t',,~ I1f.'l.;hbour 00 0 l',ew r ea ~. C' L 

abl,ll1(l-n,~": pf tar from the firs that grrnv here in ;,rec,t numbers. S::ltpe

tre, it is ::dlerted, may be found in 1"(,;:n:; placcs; and there are ~1any lcLld 
. . h ' . t" ., , ld 1" c ',,> attend I'd v{lth much and Iron 111J1lC:;, t c \',()r:~ll1g 0 \'-c'I1ICn ",on 1 L u·~ { 1 ~ 

(hnculty. The ricc in L, ,:!:i;~,,-a is ycry good; it is cultiyatcd to. a con-

fic1c'r'11)]e c"t"I'C n "",' t~ ',' \'i:,i 1;f.p"J;' l't is eyen lctid ('at th,:y :,' but It there l ~ .... l...lL.~_~ .-,-_~..Li.-,-. :., • 

on dn' c-round. \'/helt, Indian ·corn, and grain o[ c'.'Cry j(,rt, !.:.W\\'s alfo 

1 
: L • • 1" J . c b t' -l .. 1',T." (lrl"~ns of' all :e1'''' In grc:lt (P::',!1 ~:~l':'. l;e U~p[). to c ormCll a~ ~ ,C', , ,-,l 

thefe \>r():l\l~'1:· of Lh2 \',cfL':rn Hates of America v, uLild necd~~;:ily fecurc 

the fU'~1:1Y to tk' ilhllllo; and the barter carried em with thefe {l:a;:('~, 
i i • 

,\ Itich {huukl futnifh thc;·:ichTS y,ith European goods at l\~e\\' Orleans, 

,,,ouLl form a p"Etiol ef)lm,:::ion, "hich nr) nation, t~, which Loniiiana 

b.l(ln~~cd, Oll~LL to nc~k..:1. This h;'~:::c col(,n), would fupply the mother 
country ,'.-ith finer tobacco than tInt of T,Tirginia, and with all the :!kins 

"hich arc now eollcL9nl by the Engliih companies. In (hart, the pro duc
tiolB of LOlliJj,ma, and it~ trade to Europe l,;'ing confrantly open, would 

~i\c ril~ to a barter "ith thc Swnifh colonies, from which it would be 
, 1 

cd~' to r'.'Ccil'e c()('11inl':,1,Iog-\',-uuJ, chocolate, Yanilla, L11 1 ;L'lllcather, Ha-
1annal, Luoacco, Guatimah indigo, &c. To this lift of prulucrions many 

morc might be aJlkd, But the abO\'C articles will ierye to ~,:iye an idea 

of the ~r(,J.t rcfources of Louifiana. Oil nd wine might 'certainly be 

cub':ated to :!rc.lt ad\:lnt:l~~c. Finally, the)()i1cfCon of Louifiana by the 

French would fet bounds ~o the chil~linl a\'~lfice of the Americ:ms, "who 

y, iill to rr-dj) at c\ny thing: an ayarice ariung more from a rC[eLfs cha

uctn, than ti'om P' ,litical yiew . ." ,,'hich prcYcnts them from fi:;in:r th<.:m

fl';\'es in an)' ne\": Hate, \,-hich injures their real ftren:~th. and'diHurbs 

their l1ci~:hbolHS. Blii,ks. it mui1: be c<lt1'lldnc'l, that the enited States, 

o.n ;;CLo~mt of their \\'c.ll;nds, v,ill ah .. ays continue 111';rc friendly to a na

tIOn, tlJ.1.t blS the pn\Ycr cf ii~iu:in: them, than "l1e that has not, and that 

can ()1:1: offer them ~:'1\ 'l:1~Zl:c.~o. A gcnemu.; nation ",ill nc\'er abufe (lell 

<! puv,ct', ,.,1;:,11 i, \,,(luld ,>1 itfelf interefrcd i,l turning to the real ad
\,ulta;:". (jf '~llC Uni~cll S':D.tC~. 
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One "'ord more concerning the Indians. All of thefe, who haye had 
;1l1)' dealings with the French, prefer them to any other people. The 
French bcha\;cd to' them with filCh magnanimity, benevolence, and ho
nour, that the Indians ufe frill to fay to the Englifh-" You are our 
brothers; the French \yc:re our fathers." This fentiment is not yet ex
tinguifhc ~, although it is fa long fince they had any tranfactions with 
each other. At prefent th'c7 almofl all depend on England; but upon 
the fiightefl favourable occurrence, they might caftly be gained over to 
France. This is the preyailing fcntiment among the Creeks and Chero
kc'C.c;, who call FloridJ. the French country. 

The Spanifh goyernment in Louifiana and Florida is not fo intolerant 
as ufual, but is deficient in frrcngth, as the military force confifls of 
110 more than three or four thoufand men, \\ ho cecupy fome forts 
from St. Louis to ~cw Orleans. Indians and Americans are on good 
terms with the Spaniards; but none of thefe parties cilccll1 the other as 

important friends or dangerous enemies. The prevailing opinion of the 
weaknefs of the Spaniards, and the want of fupport which the inhabi
tants experience, beget a predilection for England, unler the gOYC'rnment 
of which country they would not be left without fupport: but in reality 
they wifil for the proteCtion of France: they are Fr-:,ncllll;~·(l, and :1; 

attached to thelr country as if they formed a part of it~. 
France, therefore, is in the moil: fayourable fituation of any country 

in the world, to obtain Louifiana from Spain. Spain gets nothing 
thence but timber, and in fact only giye:; a wider rali~':(: to Ell; 'Iil aCti
vity. Nay, the Englifh would difpoffefs her of Luuifiana, if file ihould 
wifh to retain it, and they fhould not change their political fyftem, which 
is highly improbable. France is, on the contrary, rich. aCtiyc, 8.bound
-ing in manufactures, and would {reedily organize all thefe cftabliihments. 
Many families who are in want of eyery thing in Fr:mce, and whom the 
revolution has rendered rcftlefs and lUlea0·, might be 1C,1t hither. By lands 

'granted them, their iituation \\( m1.J be rendered comfortable, and their 
mind eafy and virtuous; which is the cafe with many toreigners, who . 
come eyery year to fettle in the United States; who: when they become 

4 K poifeifed 
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poirdrcd of property, forget the vices, which cau{ed tnany of them to 

emi~rrate. ' 
}~or all thefe accounts concerning Florida and Louifiana 1 am indebted 

to crcneral officers, merchants, and engineers, 'who ha"e become Ameri
CaI~; but who, until the ccilion of Louiiiana to Spain, \verc in the 
Engliih fcrvice. One of them was fun'eyor-gencral, _and poffdIes the 

lInoi1: perfect map of Wei1: Florida that can be wifhed tor. He has pro

jcCl:ed it himiclf, on a large fcalc. 

RETURN TO CHARLESTON. 

On the 2d of May, I embarked on board the Sayannah Packet, one of 
the brigs that are conftantly paffing between Savannah and Charldtoll. 
Thefe \eticIs generally belong to the Captains. They make about thirty
fi\e voyages in a year; arc always laden; a~d yield very confiderable 
profits. The freight for a bale of cotton, or a hogfhcad of tobacco, is 
three dollars. The captains man thefe yeiTcls with negro flaves, that be
long to them; and confequently their crew is flow, unmanageable, and 
bad, according to the known qualities of negroes. Their food, through
out the whole year, confifts in bad peafe, which are meafurcd out to 
them with the utmoft parfimony. On confid~ring their iluggifh manner 
of working the ihip in fair weather, the idea of being at fea with {uch 
perfons cannot but be frightful, when the fafety of the veiTel depends 
upon the quicknefs of a tack. We were two days upon our voyage, 
which was long for this {eafon: part of the time, we were becalmed; 
and when We reached the bar of Ch:J.rlcfton on Monday at {unfct, 'we 
were obliged to ,,,ait till the following day, before 'we could pa{s over. 
The bar at Savannah, where there are always four fathoms of water, 
can be patfcd by {mall vdfc1s at any time. 

On my return from Savannah, 1 {pent three weeks more at Charleilon, 
and added confiderably to the information, which I had coUetted on my 

~rft j~urney. . T~e i~habitants, who were in a condition to give me any 
mtelligence, dIU It fmthfully. I alfo made fome excuruons into the fur-

rounding 



BY THE DUKE DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULT LIAKCOURT. 

rounding country, which enabled me to af..:ertain the truth of my for
n,,;r information. 

South Carolina is by nature di\'iJd into the Upper and the Lower, 
by means of the Appalachian, or Alleghany mountains. The fame di
,-ifion takes place in Virginia, North Carolina, and Georgia; a divifion, 
which is foon difringuiihed by the qua~ity of the foil, and the climate. 

I believe that the whole of Lower Carolina has been covered with 
water. 1\1y reafon for this opinion is, that there are no francs to be 
found any where in the ground; and upon digging it up, there are layers 
of fea-ihclls, and often petrified fifh, in the middle of the {and. Entire 
oyfier-banks lie at fuch a diftance (fixty or eighty miles) from the fea, 
that it cannot poffibly be {uppo{ed they were placed there by men. One 
of thcfe banks is more than fifty miles in extent, and contains a kind of 
oyfrer, which is much larger than any that are found on the coafi, and 
entirely different. It lies in a {outh-wefiern direction from the ri~-cr 
Santce in South Carolina to the riYer Oconee ill Georgia aerofs the Sa~ 
vannah. 

There is frdh water tcn or twch-e feet below the furface of the earth: 
and fuch wells only as arc funk very near the fca, contain fome [alt
'water, \\htch may have found its \\J} into them, from the fea. 

The land in Lower Carolina is alfo divided into [\vamps, marfhes, and 
high land. The {wamps, as has already been obferved, are of two kinds, 
namely, either filCh as are watered by frcih water, and by the flood-tide; 
they both fcrvc for the cultiyation of rice and hemp. The {oil of thefe 

is a rich blue clay, or a fine black earth: on digging ever fo deep you 
find confiantly the fame earth. Immenfe trunks of trees are often found 
in the ground, which appear to have lain there for ages: you cannot 
however dig very deep, on account of the water oozing through it every 

where. The fwamps, bctore they were cleared, produced cyprefs, fir, 

and reed. 
The rice, which is principally cultivated here, is [own in April and 

1V!ay. The ground is turned up eight or nine inches deep in furrows; 

into which the rice is thrown by a woman. In the fame manner as corn 
A K ? l~ 
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i~ fown, and the negroes fill them up. Thefe three operations take place 
at the fame time. The feedf",o'1UIl affords employment to twenty-five 

labourers many of whom are women. 
The f:cd 1hoots up in ten or t"vclre d;tys, according as the ground is 

more or 1cfs wet. 'Vhen the blaJe is from fix to feven inches hi:::;b, and 
after the negroes have cleared Q\yay the \"eeds, the \vater is made to 
flow oyer the field, fo that no marc than the tops of the blade can be 
feen. The rice then grows, but the weeds frill (prout up. In three 01.') 

four v;ecks more the water is let ofr~ and the negroes take away the re
maining ,·,-ceds. They cover the field again with water, which is drawn 

off before the crop ;s cut. The yellow colour of the ear and the hard
nefs of the {talk, denote the ripenefs of the rice. It is then cut, and 
kept in {tacks till winter. 

It is afterwalds threfhed, and put into a fmall wooden houfe~ which 
is fome feet high, and re1t<; upon four pillars; and in the ceiling of which 
is fafl:ened a large fieve. The rice is thw\,yn into the iieve, which fepa
rates it from the other parts, and the wind cleans it perfectly before it 
falls to the ground. The rice, after being thus cleaned, mufr be freed 

from the firfl: iheU that furrounds it. For this purpofe it is carried to a 
mill; the grinders of which are made of fir, and are about four inches 
thick and two and a half in diameter: one is move~ble, the other fixed. 

They are both fcooped out in an oblique, yet concentric form: againib 
the edges thus formed the rice is preired, and by that means feparated. 
from the huiks. Thefe mills are turned bya negro. On account of the 
rapid motion, and the foft wood of which they are made, they do not 

lafl: longer than one year; during· which time they require frequent re
pairs. The rice is winnowed as foon as it comes from the mill. But 
frill it has a fecond fl:e:l which mu:fl: be taken off; and this is done by 
the negroes pounding it- with clubs; a work as laborious as that of turn

ing. the. mill. Several of thefe clubs are put in motion by a kind of mill 
w~lch IS turne.d b! oxen. After the rice is more or le[s pounded, it is 
will~owed agam, ill order to -cleanfe it from the fecond .fhell; and it is. 
put mto another fieve, for the purpofe of feparating the fmall" from the. 

larger 
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larger grains. The Iaft only are faleable. Whether thefe arc well [epa
rated or not, nlUft depend on the honei1:y of the planters: who themfelves 
acknowledge, that fince the price of rice hs been fo high, and the de
mand fa great, they have not been ycry icrupulous in this r-.:il'cc1. In 
South Carolina, as little attention is paid to the good quality of rice as 
of tobacco. The rice dei1:ined for fale is packed up in barrds, offered to 
the infpeClion of the officer appointed for that purpo[c, and then ex
ported. 

I have mentioned General W afhington' s machinery: this is but little 
known in Carolina, and too dear for the planters; v. ho for a long time 
to come will only be able to proceed in the manner jui1: defcribed. 

Before the blade grows up, it is attacked by fmall worms, which gnaw 
the root. It is alfo frequently injured by little fiDles, that liYe in the 
water which covers the {wamps. The rice is then only defended by the 
heron (ardca alba minor), which feeds on thefe little worms and fillies; 
and on this account is [pared by the planters as much as the turkey buz
zard is by the town's-peop1e. 

When the rice is ripe, it is afl:'liled by innumerable quantities of {mall 
birds, which are known in Carolina by the name of rice-birds. The 
young negroes, who are coni1:antIy kept there, frighten them away: this 
is a better method than fhooting them; yet thefe voracious birds cannot 
be entirely kept off. The rice may be preferyed a long time in the fuells; 
and without them it is liable to be attacked by the corn-worm. 

The fwamps yield between fifty and eighty bufuels of rice an acre, 
according to the quality of the foil. Sometimes one hundred and twenty 
bulhels have been produced from an acre; but ini1:ances of this kind hap
-pen {eldom. Twenty bufhels of rice, with the fuells, weigh about five 
hundred pounds. Without the fhells, thefe twenty make but eight 
bufuels, without however lofing much in weight. The i1:raw is given to 
oxen and horfes. 

The marfhes, which are the fccond kind of land in South Carolina. 
produce nothing but very coarfe grafs, but in great abundance, They 
lie frequently under water; but they could be well drained, and then 

they 
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they would yield a better gra[s. Some of them lying in a high iituation 

pro'duce hemp, Indial:-co:n, an.d barley.. j, ' 

The high land is of vanous kmds; and, accordm? to the quaLt) of '~~ 
1~,il, produces hickory and oak, or only fir; and tIllS laft fort of land IS 

'_")l1l111only called pine-barrens. Hitherto this land has been neglected, 
but unj'ui1:lv' for it miO'ht be turned into corn and meadow ground • 

• ' b 
The t~~ll firs and thick gra[s, which grow there, leave no doubt of the 
<:;oOllnds of the foil; which is unquefrionably proved by rome places that 

hal'<:' been cultivated. The richnefs of the fwamps, ,\'hich can be applied 

1'0 ad\antageou:fly to the cultivation of rice, and the want of hands to 
c\c;;r new lands, eaure the moft unfavourable prejudices in favour of the 

pine-barrens; which in other refpects are of various kinds, and few of 

which \yould have remained in Europe uncultivated. 
The rice can only be cultivated by negroes; and the population of 

white people mufr dccrcafe in a land of -Gavery, ,,·here it is a degradation 
for a white man to work. Slavery, therefore, confirms the planter in his 
prejudice for rice; and the culti,'ation of ricc, 011 the other hand, at-
taches him to {lavery. • 

It will appear {omewhat paradoxical, \\ hen I allert that the cultivation 

of rice is the worft, and the leaft produtti\'c 1pecies of agriculture in Ca
rolina. The conftant wetne{s of the land is the caufe of the great mor

tality which premils there; and the trea{ures of Peru would be purchaied 
at too dear a rate, for one-tenth of the di{ea{es eaui<.:d by the fwamps. 
But laying this afidc, the culture of rice i3 not very producti\'e. Not the 
prcfent, but the u{ual price of ri'ce muft be taken into calculation. Three 
years ago a hundred-weight was worth between {even and eight fhil

lings. I take it at ten fhillings, and thus raife the price by a fiftl1- In a 
plantation of feventy negroes, no more than furty of them work; the 
reft are old, fick, children, fen-ants, &c. Every black labourer, on an 
average, produce..; fcarcely {even barrels of rice. A barrel is worth four 

p~und ten ihillings"or ninet~n dollars twenty-eight cents. The value 

ot feven bar:els, therefore, is thirty-one pounds ten fhillings, or one hun
dred and thuty-threc dollat:S ninety-fix cents. From this mufr be de- 1 

du~ed 
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dU<..'led the wages of the ovcr(eers. At the loweil: calculation this amounts 
to fixteen pounds, or eighty dollars: add to this, as the expenee attend
ing the difCa(es of negroes, thirty pounds, or one hundred and twenty
eight dollars; the tax of one dollar for every negro, icvent) dollars; laftly 
the c!oathing, which, at one pound for each negro, amounts to [eventy 

pounds, or three. hundred dollars, which mutt be deducted from fiye 
thou{Gnd three hundred and fifty. There remains a neat ovTrplus of 
four thoufmd [cyen hundred and lc"enty-two dollars; " .. hich, diviJed by 
lcn:nt.\', the number of negroes, yields a clear profit of fixty-eight dollars 
per head; for the fidds with Indian-corn, which are cultivated bcfidcs 
the rice [\Vamps, {erye merely for the {ubfiH:ence of the ila\Ts. The forty 
working negroes, or ieventy ilayes, cannot cultiyate at moil: abo,,"c three 
hundred acres of {\Vamps; and, of con{equcnce, land of the yery beft qua

lity i3 fold for not quite fixteen dollars the acre. It will not be denied, 
that well cultiyated land generally yields more; that for every fort of 
crop, ,indigo and cotton excepted, a finglc labourer can cultivate marc 
than 1cyen acres; and that, if labourers were hired, their wabc~ would 
not exceed the aggregate amount of the intereil: on the purcha(c-money, 
with the illbfificnce and taxe~ for negroes. The juftnefs of this calcula
tion becomes more evident, when the labour of ilaves is compared with 
that of freemen, and e{pecially when a parallel is drawn between the cul
ture of rice and that of any other {p~cics of produce. The fonner ex
haufis the {oil, and demands more hahds~. ~on{cquently, while it is cul
tiva' cd, a {maller quantity of lano, even uf {wamp, can be cleared,
of land which, if drained anJ cultivated in a di1ferent manner, would 
produce more, and yield higher profits. 1VIorcoycr, this draining of the 

{\\lampy {oil would render the climate of Carolina perfectly healthful. 
\Vhitc people might perform the labour in the fields, and every ground 
fc)r the cOl1tinu:mce of Havery would be removed. Again, all the high 

lands might th.l; be cleared, which at pre{ent, merely for want of hands, 

remclin uncultivated. Add to this, that the old {wamps, being dried up 

by the {un and the wind, decreafe every year, without growinf; le{s pefii

ferous by their effluvia. 
This 



TRA YELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 

This reafoning, however irrefragable ~t appears to mc~ will h~rdly cort ... 
quer the irrefiftible force of habit, ,efpecIally at the pre~ent pen,od, when 
rice fetches three times its ufual pnce, and the planters mdulge m a hope, 
that it will not fall again, although this appears highly improbable to aU 

impartial men, 
The rivers in South Carolina, which have thcil' {ourccs among the 

mountains, frequently overflow their bants. Thcfe inundations, ,,~hich 
the Americans callfr:Jhes, often {weep along the harvefr, together with 
the woods, which {urround the rice fields; they are attributed to the 
great quantity of rain in Carolina, to the numerous rivulets and brooks 
which fall into the ri\c;-s, and laftly to the great declivity of the ground, 
through which there ri,'ers flow. They have become extremely fre
quent of late years, which is imputcd to the great quantity· of cleared 
land, where that water ufed to ftagnate, which is now falling into the 
rivers, The quantity of mud is at the {arne time augmented by the earth, 
mixed with the watcr; and while the :fheam is cncreafed, the bed of the 
ri\'cr is narrowed. No certain mode of remedying this evil has, hitherto, 
been difcovered; but a hope is entertained, that, by conducting there 
brooks and rivulets in a ftraight direction, by enlarging the mouths of 

... the rivers, and cutting off their numerous windings by {mall canals, it 
may be poffible to {ecure the upper country againH inundations, and to 
lefien the danger of the low lands, iituated nearer to the mouths of the 
ftreams. There is, however, reafon to fear, that this remedy, which has 
not yet been applied, will fall ihort of a complete cure. 

Although Upper Carolina differs widely from Lower Carolina, both 
in point of culture and climate, yet the [arne prejudices and manners 
prevail in both countries. , 

.T~e original fettlers of Lower Carolina were Europeans, who efra~ 
~ldhed them{e1ves in the vicinity of the fea; the culture of rice was {oon 
mtroduced. This is a produd which {uits not everv {oil and which can 
be cultivated only by flaves. The new {ettlers availed t~em{elves of this 

affiftance, but were ignorant of the climate being renuercd in61u
brious by this fort of culture. It was accordingly com menced, and has 

fince 
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unce been continued, but will probably be fupprdTed in the proccf,:; of 

time. 
Upper Carolina was fettled much later by emigrants from Pennf),l

vania, but efpecially from Virginia and Maryland. The latter intro
~uced into this country the culture of tobacco, to which they were ac
cufromcd, and fettled near the rivers, on fuch foil as appeared to them 
matt proper for this branch of agriculture. The Pcnnf)'lnnians culti
vated wheat, the chief produce of Pennfylvania, but the quantity raited 
was inconiiderable, becaufe the emigrants from Penni)'lvania were the 
lcatt numerous; and tobacco was for a long time almoit the only com
modity cultivated in the country, until the 10\\ price of tobacco, and 
cfpecially the circumftance, that it exhautts the toil, opened the eyes of 
the cultivators, and induced them to encrea(e the cultivation of grain 
and cotton, and to improve the grais-lands. 

This clungc has taken place but \er) lately, nor has the ancient prac~ 
tiee completely ceafed. The population of Upper Carolina ic. not numc
rous, and the emigration from that country is not inconiiderable. It is 
for this rea(on that the bett land only, which confiits of a rich clav,i:, 
<:ultivated, \vhile the rett remains covered with firs, "hich are of a much 
larger iize, than in Lower Carolina. This order of thin;!'; will C'mtinl1e, 
:IS long as the population 1hall not obtain more conudcrable additions, and 
a period be put to the emigration of the inhabitants. This rcillcfincfs of 
·di(poiition pre\'ails here as much among the planters, ~~ it does ill Georgia. 
A family cuts down the trees on fome acres of land, 100(ens the iurfac~ 
·of the foil, fows as much Indian-corn and potatoes as is necefTary for its 
{ubfiuence, and makes up the deficiency 'with game or pork. They fre
quently quit their (mall traa before it is completely cleared. and remove 
farther into the foreit, where, leIS furrounded by planters, they can liyc 
more to their taite. The(e people are a (ort of fanges, more greedy and 
vicious than the Indians, and merely dii1:inguifhed from the latter by the 
colour. Such of them as dwell 011 the confines li\'C, however, on bet
ter terms with the nati\'es, thaR thofe who reiidc on the border,:; of 

Georgia. 
-1 L Inftances 
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Infianees of planters continuing long in the fame place "\\I1ere they 

firfi {ettled arc more rare here, than in Pennfylvania. They generally 

emicrrate from South Carolina to Tendlee, Kentucky, and the wei,tern 
b. , 

countries, but {orne remove al{o to the back part of Georgia. 

By the computation of the inhabitants of South Carolina in 1791, the 

population amounted to one hundred and forty-nine thoufand nine hun

dred and {e"enty-three {ouls, one hundred and {even thoufand nine hun

dred and ninety-four of whom were :l1aves. Morc than,two-thirds of this 

population belong to Uppttr Carolina, the inhabitants of which, efpecially 

the" hite people, have, finee that time, confiderably encrea{ed in num

ler. Lower Carolina, it is afferted, is not in this condition. 

The trade of North Carolina has been more enlarged than that of any 

other fiate. Charlefion is in fact the only trading port of South Carolina, 
as Beau{i)rt carrics on no maritime trade, and that of Georgetown is very 

trifling, III future all the produce of the country is to be conveyed to 
CbarleHon on the Santee-canal; it is at pre{ent tran{ported down the 

riH~r D/ Georgetown, and {ometimes unfhipped there; which change 0f 
conveyance cannot but srcatly injure the trade of thi~ town 

Amoum 
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TI Xt'le' L'omprifed under the denomination of other article~r-le C01111110ul ~, 

, b h tar i'ome deer-1kins &c. and alj~) proyifion for the-are tim er, emp, , 1\ ., 

Antilles, which is re-exported from Charld1:on. 
On examining this table, you find, that the extraordlnar~ increa\c of 

the export trade of CharIdton, in the four years and a half 111 qudbon, 
originates entirely from the yalue of the exports, while in point of quan
tity the exportation has rather deereafed than increafed; for although 
more of cotton and rice has been exported, yet the quantity of exported 
tobacco and indigo i~ ltL This is 11:ill more evident from the quantity 

of tonnage; for in 1795 there were <::mployed one thoufand feven hun
dred and eightrfiyc tons of fhipping Ids than in 1 ,LI~, although the 
nIne oftlle exports in 1795 exceeds that of 179::! by two millions rune
hundred and forty-nine thoufand four hundred and ninety-one dollars, 

and is nearly double the "mount of the latter year. It will be eafily con-
ceind, that the war, in \\hich Europe is engaged, and which has raifed 
the price of the commodities of Carolina, as well as other 11:ates, has alfo 
confiderably incr~a[ed the re-exportation of proyifion lor the Antilles ;. 

l(,r the Hlue of the latter amounted in 1,05 to two millions nine- hundred 
"nd thirty-one thoufand two hundred and fixty-four dollars me!c than in. 

1 ~\I:~, that is, to four times a~ much. 

The i~)llowing ihttemcnt relatiye to th~ exportation of the three prin
cipal commodities of South C~H,:lina from the port of C;,;:nlcL'_"n f~\r the' 
years 1783, 1784, and Ii 85, afl"ords a comparatiYe yiew of th> a;";:nl
ture of thde diffcJent periods:~' 

l~i,~e. Tcbacco. Indigo. 
1,83, fj l.n ~·1 barrels. ~,680 hogfheads. 2,051 che11:5. 
1 ~84, G3.i13 2,303 1,789 
1785, 05,85 i 3,O~O· 2,163 

The.trade of C~arlefron, which is extremely active, has proved highly 
~encficlal to Amenca, as he comes evident from the circum11:ance, that in
head of (even thoufand fix hundred and fixty-five tons of American fhip-

'" At this period cotton was not cultivated in South Carolina. 

pmg, 



piilg, employed in this trade in I/O:.!, fiftecn thun(and fix hundred and 

fixty-fiYc, or thrcc times as many, were employed in 1 iV3. The de

erea(c of forei:;n fhipping during the fame periou by tvventy th'lUfind 

anu ci:,;hty- one tons is an aduiti,;nal proof, that tbe 1I1'.:r,,''\((' of the trade 

of Charlc11:on is chiefly (ming to the \var in Europe, which greatly ob

ftructs the tra(I.: of the PCh'>L'rS at wa;, fo that this IIlc',~al:: ii but ten:

porary. At the conclufion of peace thefe natil)l'S will rcJ~tmc their 

1bare of the American tra_]c, and L;:\bauh' ~rcatly rcuuce the p·artiei1M-
1 .. '------ .. I 

tion of American bottoms ::1 :Lci. c lonicd traffic. 

I was not able to procure ilOll' all trading ports as J.mFk ::110. correcr

information as I obtain~d in CI;I~ldt()n; but I am certain, that the re

fults muil:· be every where t;,e iilme, and mll~t lead to thc fame conic-'

qucnccs. 

In addition to the 1lx:y thoufand two hundreJ and two tt!l1S of 111ip

ping employed in the i:Jr' :~~n cemmerce of Cbark:ti\;1, the coafting trade' 

and tithery occupies many frn3.11 '.('1:::1s from t\ (1 \c to ic\cnty tons bur-

then. 
The increa' of tonnage ILl;; not been attenued 'with any augmenta

tion of the ih:l,-buildiili!' in Clvr>:fLn. l 'n):,') 1 ;~!1 Lntil April 1 ;~,;). 

no more than t\"L:'.·~" - ilx jh;!)~ ,vere b ,lIt, c;:rr.-in:: in the whilk tWIJ 
_ 1 .. ~ 

thou(and (even hU:itli-'d and ci~.(ht}-fin: t)lF. TilLy :;;-e moll of them 

either tloors or fch,·(,1ll'['; fome ~lrc br;g~; and t\\U are tllr-:c-mailcd 

yciTels. The re~I1(·n ,\1,. the :fhip-bll::'Jng bao n:)t kept pace- \\ith 

the export-trade is the {:~ll<ity, nr rather the ~rrcat vvant of workmen r 

:1 confequcnce of \\ hich is the hi;:tll price vf 1hips, \\Dich are here dearer 

by fifteen dollars per ton, than in the cailull fLt" , \" hich haY<~ not fuf

ficient commodities to loau their HUcls, and fend them accordingly to 

the {'mthern ftates for fale. T;'IS the rnerchants of Charld'con a1.1i~mcl1t 

the tonnage of their (hipping by purchafing 1Lip~ in the eaftcrn Hate" ; 

and this ftate of things will continue .1S long as the population of Caro

lina fhall continue as fmall, as it is at prefent, and labouring people can 

earn more by working in the fields, than by any other empIo) ment. 

Ships built in Carolina with the timber of the country laft three timc~ 

longer) 



630 fn.\ \. ELS 1:-< NOtTlI A~l ERICA, 

longer, than thofe confrruC1ed in the cajh:'J"n 1tate,3; tor although thefe 

cm~loy timber of the fouth in the building 0f f11ips, yet they are not 

entirely coni1:ruCl:ed of it, and confequently they cannot be as durable 

:15 \,d:cL, built in the iouthcrn frates. 
For the j~lIne reaLms, which obfrruCl the building of fhips in Georgia 

and ·Vir;:;inia, no feamen can be found there ~or manning the fhips, which 
belong to Charlcft:on. Thefe are Iikewife furnif11ed by the cafrcrn frates, 
and many of them arri\c in that prd, either on board of fhips engaged 
in the t;llTign trade, or in coai1:ing YefiCls, which in winter carry to 
Charldton the produce of ieveral parts of Carolina and Georgia, and on ' 

account of the higher wages engage on board of fhips in foreign trade. 
Few of the{e (C:1men continue in Charlei1:on after the time, for which 
they han hired thcmfeh-es, is clapted, becaufe e,-ery thing is there twice 
as dear as in their own country. Some negroes ferve alfo on board of 

trauing ni1els; thl'y :~l'nrTlll)' form a third of the crew, and are free ne
groc~. But on 1),,~l:d of coai1:ers, and fuch f11ips as trade within the dif
tria of Charldton, th'Y conititute three fifths of the fhip's company, 
becauic the m:litcrs are in general aifo the owners of the fhips, and thus 
can man them \\ith their own Dan>. 

The articll"~, \\ hich form the exports of Charlei1:on, are conycyed to this 
port either on the different ri HTS and the Santee-canal, or by land-con
',c)anc~', of whil'h more ui~ is made than of that by water, on account of 
the diilicult !la\ ii,l~ i'll1 of that part of the river Santee which is next to 
the {ca, of the p,ili;l~~c from Georl..':ctflwn to Charlefron, and of the rapid 

fire.am, on :vorkin~ up tLe riYcr. There are al{o parts in Upper Carolina, 
wl11ch are j", remote from any n:l'. i:,c'aLlc \Yatel':', that a land-conveyance 

?cl"'mc~ ab101utely ~lccef1ilry. Cotton, indi~l), and hemp, are tranfportcd 
1I1 large \, ai:!t:~ll1s With four or fix horfes. Thchogfheads of tobacco are 
not removed In W'lgO'O b t' j' f f1 . 

'-Lb ns, u 1I1 a ort 0 cd~es. The carriage is not 
expenfi.Ye, as the hories never enter a frable Th t' 11 . . I' . ey con mua y remam 
111 t_le "ouLL, wl1!cl~ at al~ times abound in gra[s of the heft kind. The 
\\ asgollcrs cclrr:, thel~ In(ltan-corn, their faIt-meat, and their checfc, with 
them, and enter t[,'2 !nns, to drink a few glailcs of whifl(y. The bufinefs 

of 
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Jt waggoncrs i~, I undcribnd, Ycry profitable in l\,rulim.. Thc carriage 

tor proyifion from thc back country amounts t·,',n~: dollar and one-third 

the hundrcd- ,,'ciSh t; in i"pring it i" i;)I11",'.\'h:lt ,,;c:rcr than in autumn. 

Thc carriage to Culumbia on the rin:r Co;nbab c:, arr!ounts to t\, () Dlil
lings and {ixl' Cll'c'C • 

Thc Santce canal, ,-,hich i~ to conned the ri,er Santee \\ ith the river 

Cooper, and which is twenty miles in kn::th, "ill ~~rl'J.' Llcili[Citc tht: 

communication by '.\ater, and ()(c()ni~:(l';L';lce c,)n:;clcL~Lj:, Li);::i the CIlll

wy;mceh;'];lIltI. Thi" c;lrnl \\ill loon be ;illii}Jcd; lome locks h:l':~ 

alrcady bC',il built, and, it j,; cnn{l\!,lltly 1a;d, that it \\ill lJ.~ c(J!'nplcted 

about the year l,~'i, or at latdl: the :c:lr i~ll,)\\inb' It 1111'cL the 

river a littlc belrm' the point \',hcrc the title turns. The rcturn-pa11:lgc 

is, therefore, much facilitated by tilC B()oj-ti,lc. ,TcJTds of any burthcn 

will arrin.: hcre fafe, by means of thi lIlLL1l1IE!\ ;~;Ition, from all na\ j~~abJc 

creeks, which empty into thc ri,'cr S~~;H.<':l'; and l1Ll\"cmCf, the I,aJh:;c is 

:lhortencd about twenty miles. 

The can~I is confrrud:ed b j" a comn :11'.', inc(\n~nral:c'd in l,S!), b,' an 
l ~ 1 • 

ad: of thc kgilbturc, by which ,dl tIle Lt:)d, not ;c: diij,(),t:d of at tInt 

l)eriocl, werc !!rantcd to this Cc-" .'i1i', t()::('th~r with the IHiyiIec;c of 
.. .J I.. l '-

lnying a toll for an unlimited ll'I1:.:th of time. The S,mtec-c~lllal i~ not 

the only one, the completion of ·,,,hic·l is prom()~l."\ h~ t!lL' kgiilature of 
Carolina; it aIfo encour;1gc~ thc c:Jllitllld:n!1 c( othc'", \\ h;,'rL' the t:1CC of,' 

the country and tll!~ courie ()C the riv::rs \\'Ill pc;'rn;t. 

I cannot clofe thi,,; lu::g artick on Cm'!!l1;}. '\, :l.hout mcntioning \yith 

deferved pr"i!;: the kind J'.:nptiun I cxFl..'r;C!~ccd i,l CharlciLn. This i; a 

duty, which I o,ve to the inhabitants ()f all tile p.il'L:: ur Americ:J \'. hich I 
have traverfed, but cfrlCcially to this place. In 11') tuwn (if the United' 

States does a foreigncr experience mo)'c lJl'i;c'.lJblCC and h.)ijJit,dity, odind ' 

morc agreeable manners and a morc entertaining 1(,~'i~:t)', than in Ck: k(, 

ton; no whcre will he pIcaic him(df bctter, and n<i place will he lca\'c 

with more regrct. I fhould be obliged to name almo!!: eyey rerum I ;1:l \ c 

jeen in CharIc!!:on, werc I to do jufhcc to my feclings; this, howc\cr, 

would render me too difttife. I 1ha11 therefore only n;U11C r-..rr. J I- H ~ 

PIUSCd,.E, 
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PHIXGLE, whofe haufe, during my refiuence in Charldlon, I confide ea as 

my own; Mr. ISAAC HOLME, receiver u( the cu11:oms, an excellent man, 

poifeifcd of extenfiye knowledge, to whom I am indebted for the major 

part of the information I have been able to collect; Mr. ED. RUTLEDGE~ 

a man of uncommon parts, of a cheerful and amiable temper, of profound 

karnin. and the mo:!1: liberal fentiments, who has afiified the unfortunate to 

emigrants of St. Domingo in the moil generous and diiintere11:ed manner; 

General P;XCKXEY, \\bo by his talents, prudence, and honourable con

dud, has defen edly obtained the confidence and refpect of his fellow

citizens; lail!), the .worthy Mr. 1\1\:\, and his partner Mr. FOLTZ, to 

whom I had a letter of introduL9:ion, .and who enjoy a di11:inguithed re
putation for bene\-olence, prudence, and rectitude. 

I could han' \\ifhcd to make a tour through North Carolina, before 

! returned to Philadelphia. But the time, when I was obliged to be 

111 that city, not allowin.; r:1C to carry this wiih into etrca, I thall here 
fubjoin the information, which I han: received, relative to North Caro

'lina, efpecially from !\Jr. IHEDWELL, member of the fuprcmc tribunal 

.of the United States, un inhabitant of that country and a man of diHin-. . , 

.£;U1!hed talc12ts, and the moil refjlC'dablc character. 

-KORTII CAROLI~<\. 

The coail OC\;urth Carolina was yifited as carh' as the beginninO' ofIait: 
centur)' but tbe fi "i't pt'r t f' t 1 -. b 

• ' • '. l - manen 1e t ements wcre tormed in 1710 by 
emlgratcll ll1habltants of th(; Palatinate 1'1'e pro . t t' C l' ' 

I . . I pnc ors 0 aro ll1a cn-
Cl)lIfa"Tl th'ie fet4 lcl' ,~- 1 d 

to '- L "KIlL:" aU( ;.::rantc to the new fettlers the traL't of 
~and bet~vcc,n ~\lbcmarle-iound, f:mncd by the river Roanoe and Bat],-
'<1: .• \'.beh IS formed by theri\'T1'ar This fe+-tleme t. I 11. 

p1ett:h' rjdtrnyed b . t1 l' l' ~ I'. . ~ n \\ as a nlOa com-
: ~-. ) Ile u carora ndlans m 17:2 J from m t' - ·1 . h 

remal11 tmknown' f th l' 1. T ' 0 n es v. llC 
t f( . 41 ,~r.e llhoryof)';orth Carolina is involved in...,-reater 

~,~ ~.ur.lty L l.an that ot any other :!tate. About one hundred and t:. _ 
ie,c1 llllubitants were murdered 1 tl . f'. • euty 
fi ,anf lC mrVIVors demanded _ 
rom the Governor of South C I'. "\ engeancc 

1 • - aro ll1a, to whIch th h . 
xl,-'tl',:;,_'J. A \\;_~r enfued' 'h' 1 . e country at t at tlm.e 

- , 111 '" lC 1 the Indlans fuilained very fevere 

lo-ffes, 
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foifes, and \\ herein the {mall army of South Carolina received a power
ful ailiHance from (everalother Indian tribes. The Tu{caroras, who did 
not periih in the war, left North Carolina, to join the fi,'e nations on the 
Great Lake. The colony, which remained tolerably quiet fince tl:<lt 
time, increa{ed in populoufilef:; and profperity until 17 :2~), \\ hen the {even 
proprietors transferred their right to the Cro'vnl. The country \\'as at 
that time di00ined (, ,):11 South Carolina, and by the order of George tbe 
Second erected into a cliHinc1 province, under the mme of North Ctro
lina. 

In I77n the eonftitution oC'\nrth Carolina was fi)l'mcd, on principles 
much refembling tho{e of the other frates. The Houfe of HcprcLnta

tives confiits of two members for each county, the whole :/.tate h'ing 
divided into fifty-eight counties, and of t\;'O members t~l1· cach confider
able tOVdl, fnch as EdeEton. l'~cy:b,·r·l, V,Ti:minrt. >11, Salijbmy, Hill:" 

borough, Halifax, and Fa>ctteyillc. The rcprcic':'lb:i,c..; ]';;'0.1'i: ha"e i'~
tided a twelvemonth in the c:,unty, };y \\ hich the), arc ckdecl, and r ,(
fe1Ted fix months an d1:ate of fJill :ltdidrlcl acres. The SCIlCite i., C0111-

pofed of one member t~,r eaeh C>Illlty; JI:) inhabitant can be ek(red ;1 

itmator, without ha\ in;.:: rcfided a t\\ch cmonth in tIle c'Jlmt,", and pu{..,: 

feiling three hundred acres. 
Thofe who elect the fcnatm'; muitbe tVi'cnty-one years old, "nd h:liC 

inhabited tweh'e months within the fcate, and po{ld1cd jj:.; nH l l1(;iS an c!ht~, 

tlf fifty :.lcres. The electors of the reprdcl1tatin:s muf1: be. 'If the 1:1111C 

acte, and refidcd as lonl! in t!;c ftate; but it is fufficient. that thn' h<1\ <: 
b <:' '" 

paid the taxes tor the !afr :'C;l" widw'-I:: poiTe{{ing uny propnt.i'. 
The Governor, as well a, hi~ council, compoJCd of {:\ ell member;. ar~' 

elected by both houfes. The necdT:.uy qualification for the place of a 

Governor are, an age of thirty year~, a five years rcildcllce in the il:ate, 

and the poi1eilion of a property to the amount of one thouh'lnd I-'lUT1':j 
frerling. or t\\'O thoufand fi \c hU11llred dollars. (The money ofT"; orth Cd.-' 

rolina is like that of New York, worth only eight fhillillg~ the dullar.) All 
places under government are in the gift of the two houfes; the fecretary 

of fiate is appointed .every three years. The judges, as well ~b thc attor-. 
4 M, nc\'-
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. t d' the {arne manner; but they receiyc their I1Cy-o'cncral, arc nomma e 111 . .:- t I' the governor and keep their places as long as they appomtmen rum 'r . d 
n 1 i'l 'C' I'n a proper manner. fhe governor bears no fhare In 

can ULL t lC 111 C \ ~ 
, • . t' hI' The confhtution declares unworthy at bemg the executIOn 0 t e a\\5. . . d t public place or eIeL'ted n:prefentatlves, all per{ons who 

appoll1te 0 any . , . . . . believe not in God, in the truth of the Protd1:ant relI:~lOn) and the dlY1l1e origin of the Old and New Tefiamen,t. . The public expenditure fluctuates from thlrty-feven thoufand fiye hun-
dred to forty-fire thoufand dollars. . ' . The taxes are as follows, viz. eight pence, or two-thuds of a fiullmg, tor e\'ery hundred acres of land, without the leafi: difrinCtion in regard to quality and fituation,-they begin as foon as the occupiers of ~hc lands enter upon their poiTcffion; two iliillings for eyery hundred pounds taxable property. or two hundred and fifty dollars in town-lots; two ihillings for every white inhabitant or negro, whether a freeman or Dave, from the twelfth to the fiftieth year of age; ten iliillings for every fiallion ; forty fhillings for the licence to keep a taYern, or for felling fpirituous liquors; and ti'om eight to twenty iliillings for every (entence or decree, according to the different courts by which they are pronounced. 
The frate, in regard to the colleaion of taxes, is divided into fifty-eight difiri<..'ts, which may be altered by the county-courts. The jut1:ices of the peace are, by virtue of their places, colleaors of the taxes; they are appointed by the county-courts, and receive fix per cent on the amount of the taxe~, \',hich the), collect, and fixpence for every mile which they tra\cl for this purpofe. In 1 i ~)5, the taxes amounted to fifteen thoufand fix hundred and eighty-one pounds fierling, or thirty-nine thoufand two hundred dollars; the taxes on town-lots two thoufand five hundred do1-.lars; on lands, fix thoufand three hundred and eighty-fix pounds ten fhillings fterlin~-\the number of taxable acres amounts to one million three hundred and ninety-nine thoufand fIX hundred and (cventy) ;-the poll-tn, t\\CIlty-firc thoufand four hundred dollars; the taxes on la.wltiits, billiards, and hor[es, two thoufand five hundred; making in the 

whole 
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'whole forty-fix thoufand one hundred and eighteen dollars. Deducting 
from this fum the cxpenee of collecting the taxes, and the lofs ariiing 
from defaulters, there remains a m:at furplus of thirty-nine thou!~_nd t\yO 
hundred dollars. 

The puhlic debt confif1:s in bills of credit to the amount of one hun
dred and fifty thouf:.llld pounds fierklg, or three hundred and feyenty-five 
thou{imd dollars, which arc either in the trcdiuy or in circulation. By 

the determination of the commifilul1ns the debt, which the Union o\ves 
to this fiate, amounts to five hundred and one thoufand ci"ht hundred o 

and eighty-two dollars. 
The Apab.chian or Alleg:hany IvT.,t1l1taill" divide the fiate into two 

parts, \'"hich, in point of climate and foil, widely tIder from each other. 
The low lands, 'which Inight be cultivated in as a(h-antageous a manner, 
as thofe of the iamc dcfcription in Vir!-(illia and South Carolina, arc far 
from ha\'ing attained th,~~ {il.me degree of culture. The great difficulties 
by which the river nayiga':.ion is obf1:ructed, and efpecially the want of 
harbours, which impedes the exportation of commodities, cannot but 
check the progrefs of cultivation, and bar the profi1crity of North Caro
lina, efpecially as, from want of money, thefc impediments cannot pof
fibly be r-:~moved. The greatefi obi1:acle of the navigation of the rivers 
confifis in their mouths being ihut up by large fand-banks, originating 
either from the rapidity of the fireams, from firong currents of the Gulf of 
Mexico, or perhaps from both thefe caufes, and which probably will pre
vcnt North Carolina, for a confiderable length of time, from enjoying all 
the advantages, which fue might otherwife derive from her foil and fitua

tion. 
The entrance of thofc places which are called harbours, is fo very dif

ficult, and the depth of water in the narrow~ fa inconfidcrable, that, pro
perly fpeaking, there exifi no ports in North Carolina. The befi of them is 
Wilmington, thirty-five miles from Cape Fear. Ships of three hundred 

tons burthen may enter this port; but the entrance i:5 rcnr1ered ext:emely 

difficult by a large fuoal, known to feafaring people under the name 

of the Rocks of Cape Fear. The north-eattern branch of the river Fear 
- 4M2 ~ 
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. . _ ble as far -s Fa)'etteville, one hundred miles beyond vVilming-
IS navl:.!:a c' . . ' 

.. C Jr If· crl1teen or twentv tons burthen. ThIs naVIgatIOn, ton, lor velle s 0 C1b • •. • • 

which is of a much greater extent th<ln any -othc~ n~-er-.naYlgatlOn, 1ll 

the frate, contributes much to enliyen the trade of WIlmmgton. 1 he 

commodities of the back country are fent thither, 'as "well as the produce 

t' 1 ,,'P, 11(1 lillI'opean manufatl:urcs. Fayetteville derives rome () tIe }tI1Utll'>, a .I. L , 

il1l~)I)J't\mc from this Hate of things, and its commerce is daily encreafing. 

1,Vilmi:i'Yton chid'h' trades to the Antilles. European goods are rent 

t;,ither l:~om Charlcfron, Baltimore, and Norfolk. The exports of Wil

ll1ill:~'()n amount:~d, in 1 iOl, to two hundred and fifty-eight thoufand 

j~\C;1 hundred and twenty-eight dollars; in 1792, to two hundred and 

(ixt\-two thouiand lour hundred and ninety-eight dollars; in 1 ;-03, to 

oae' hundred ,md je':(,l~t','-one thoufand fi,'e hundred and fixty-nine dol-
o 

lars; in 1 i~) l, to one hundred and thirty-three thoufand one hundred 

and fixty-icven dollars; and in I iV:', to two hundred .and fifty-tour 

thoufand one hundred and fifty-one dollars. 

The molt confiderable ratts, next to Wilmington, are 'Edenton and 

Newbern. l',~c\\bcrE is icated on th.e :-iwr Nulc, at its confluence with 

the Trent, one hundre,l~ miles from the fea, from which the coaft of 

Korth Cai',,!im is Lparatedbylong and fmall iflets, from'Cape Lookout 

to the bordl'f~ of 'Yirginia. Ships comir,s from fea pafs bet\ .... een thefe 

iflets to entcr the Llr:c:c bay:~, into which "all the ri\'ers of Carolina empty 

them{eh-es. Ships from one hundred and eighty to two hundred tons 

burthen fitil a~ far ~IS t\\'che miles abo\'C Newbern, and the riycr is nu

yig-ctbIe fur fmalkr yc{fds one hundred miles farther up the riYer. YeiTe1s 

of upwards of one hundred tons burthcn arc frequently obliged to unload. 

The exports of i,cwbern amounted, in 1 i~) 1, to one hundred and five 

thoui~tlld flx hundred and cit:~Lty-fiyc dollars; in 17~)2, to one hundred 

and one thoufandthree hundred and fixty-feyen dollars; in 1793, to 
{lxt~' thoufimd fix hundred and ninety-five dollars· in 1"7 n ' t fi t . 

" 'oJ t, 0 IX y-nine 
thoufimd fix hundred and {eyenteen dollars' and in 1 ""g5 t r, t 

1 ' I, 0 Jt.:ven y-
torce thoufimd fix hundred and fifty-two dollars. 

,Edenton is fituatcd on the riYer Roanoke, near the point of Albe-

marIe: 



filarIc-found, and one hundred and fifty miles from the i1land of nO~t~1()k('. 

one of the above ii1ets. Ships of one hundred and fifty tons burthen 
can (.il as far as Edenton, and fome miles tarther up. Thence to the 
mpids, that is, to the diftance Df fC\Ttlt;'miks from Edenton, the river 
i5 only navigable for batteawc of twenty or thirty to!},; ·burthen. Thc 

Roanoke waters the mofi fertile parts of North Carolina. The export!> 

from Edenton amounted, in 1,g1, to ninety-two thon6nd three hundred 
and fix dollars; in 1,Q:!, to eighty-jcn~n thoufand two bundred and 
three dollars; in 1,\J3, to fifty-nine thouf;ll1d fin~ Inll1r\rcd and (eventy. 

tix dollars; in 1 ig-l, to fifty thoufand fix hundred a:id forty-eight dol

lars; and in 1,05, to {cventy-feH;n thoufand nine hundred ~nd {even 
doll an. 

The produce of the countr.\- abm-e the rapids is unfhipped at the fpot 

where they begin, and traniported by land to Pctcriliurgh in Virginia. 
When the projeB:ed canal through Difma]fwamps fhall be finii11cd, 
which i~ to connect Albemarle-found with the rin:r Elizabeth. all the 
commodities, which are at prcfent exported ii-om Edenton, will be tran{· 
ported to Norfolk, as the communication with Albemarle-found becomes 
more and more difficult. The county of Camden, fitu:lted on Albe

marle-found, and nearer to the {ea than Edenton, has a cuilom-houic. 
as well as the town of Wilmington, feated on the ri\:..:r fear, one hun~ 

cIred miles fi-om thciiland Ocrecok. Their fituation being Ids favour· 

able, than that of the three former, their exports arc in confcquencc lcf:s 

confidcrablc. From the books of thefe fiyc cut:()m-houfcs it appe,~rs, 

that the exports from ~~orth Carolina amounted, in l;-V 1, to fiyc hundred 

and tv.enty-four thoufand fiye hundred and forty-eight dollars; in 1 iV:!, 

to two hundred and t\venty-feyen thouf<md eight hundred and ninety. 

nine dollars; in 1793, to threc hundred and fixty-five thoufand four 

hundred and fourteen dollars: in ] ;-g4, to three hundred and twenty-one 

thoufand five hundred and cighty-feven dollars: and ill 1795, to four 

hundrcd and ninety-two thoufand one hundred and fixty-one dollars. 

Thcfe exports are a1m01t entirely drawn fi-om the lower parts of North 

Carolina, ul1d confiil in tar. turpentine, .refin, balks, boards, fhingles. 
1taycs, 
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, d' (of the lafr two articles 
ihye deer and calf {kms, tobacco an nee, b 

' ~, d) (r1• bacon tallow, ees-wax~ 
but {mall quantities arc exportc , P),." , 

Tl d ~1-' {the V)l)er parts of North Carolma 
myrtle-wax, ClC, le pro llulOns 0 - 1 j , ' . 

, .fl fl.. which in return rupply Carolma WIth 
all.' exported to the callCIn Hates, ~ . h 

. l' I I ·d····l~ .. 11'1-' ',nd European goods. T e 110t'<, chcdt', III CS, potatoes, WI '" ,L, 'L_" ... ., • 

h::jh price of labour and difficult navi~?~.~iul\ ~bit~ua th,e bUlldmg of 

fhips, ~lthou~h the cJllntry produce, the fIDei!: imp-tlmber m the greateft 

abundance. 
The 1U\\Cf parts of horth Carolina arc as u!1healthy as ~hofe of Sou~h 

Carolim; ll,~\, more til, alt;'ourI1 there are not as many nce-fwamps In 

the former, a~ in the latter pro\·incc. In \\int r2r fcnT, and pleurifies are 

very frequent. The climatc of the upper parts is \ cry healthful; they 

arc walhed by many rapid {!:reams, and not liable to the fame dangers. 

In both, hut cillccially in the upper parts, the woods are full of pigs and 

calves, which furnifh confiderable articles of exportation. The popula

tion of North Carolina amounted, in 17 U 1, to three hundred and ninety

three thou{and {c\'en hundred and fifty fouls, one hundred and five thou

{and and iixty-one of whom were Daves. The exaClnefs of this efiimate 

is, howeyer, doubted, and the population, it is afTerted, was already in 

1791 more confiderable, than it appears by this efiimate. Since that 

period it has been encrea{cd more from its own frock, than by emigration 

from other itates; for though co]oniits arrive from there parts, yet on 

the other hand many {cttlers emigrate again to Georgia, South Carolina, 

Kentucky, and TenefTee. Since 1788, Raleigh is the capital and feat of 

government, which, previoufly to that time, removed from one place to 

another. The towns in Carolina are few in number and iniignificant. 

Moft of ~he proprietors refide on their plantations, and live there like 

Virginians, but not quite fo well, as in general they pofTefs not fo much 

~ealth,. as the Virginia planters. They are bufled, it is faid, in perfeCl:

mg theIr mode of agriculture, and are good and mild mafiers to their 
Daves I haye not b hI b" h . . een a e to 0 tam Cit er the regulations concerning 
them, or any other law. 

The 
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The mofr numerous fea in North Carolina is that of the Preibyterians, 
efpecially in the wefrern parts, which are inhabited by emigrants of 
Pennfylvania. But there art.:: alfo great numbers of Calvinifrs, Luthe
Epifcopalians, and Quakers; they perform, however, no more divine 
fervice in a regular manner. than they do in Virginia and South Caro
lina. Here is alfo a fettlement of Moravians. 

This is the information, that I have been able to colle a, relative to 
North Carolina, of all the frates apparently mofr remote from that im .. 
pwyed frate of culture, which, from the quality of its foil and produc
tions, it is perfealy capable of attaining. North Carolina will, no doubt, 
in time advance to a more perfea degree of cultivation; her future opu
lence will depend on the quality of commodities fhe produces; but, from 
the nature of her coafr and rivers, fhe 'will never be able to acquire any 

confiderable rank among trading and commercial frates. 

THE END. 
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[Sincc the fluet was prill ted qff 'Which cOlltaills tlte r"'I/dr,~J' on tlt~ 
policy of tlte Lieutmant- Govemor of Upper Canada, the jollawillg authentic 
Document has been put into the hands of til.: Editor, who, in jl!fiice to the 
cltaratler of the reJPetlable GeJleral, has here prifented it to the Reader.] 

SPEECH 
OF HIS EXCELLENCY 

JOHN GRAVES SIMCOE, ESQUIRE, 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of Upper Canada, &c. &c. &c. 

Upon proroguing the Fifth Seffion of the Provincial Parliament ofU pperCanada. 

Honourable GeJltlemen of the Legjjlative Council, and 

Gentlemen of the Hozife of Aj[embly! 

T HE public bufinefS of the {effions being brought to a conclullon, 
it is with pleafure, I confider your proceedings therein, have been 

marked with the {arne attention to the welfare of the province, which 
'nas difringuifhed your conduct throughout the whole of this, the firft 
provincial parliament of Upper Canada; and which draws near to its 
termination agreeably to the laws. 

It is not poffible for me, without emotion, to contemplate, that \\ e 

have been called upon to execute the mofr important trufr that can be 
delegated by the King and Britifh Parliament, during a period of awful 
and ftupendous events, which frill agitate the greater part of mankind, 
and which have threatened to involve all that is valuable in ciyil fociety 
in one promifcuous ruin. However remote we have been happily placed 

4 N frorn. 



P 0 S T S C RIP T. 

,. h f f tllef e e,"ents we have not been without their influ-nom t e lccne 0 11 , • 

b b h bi fi' cr of God it has only been fu:fficlent to prove, 
cnce ; ut, y tee 1110 ' 

1 1· . f' ndcd upon the rock of loyalty, demonftrates one 
t lat t liS pro\Ince, ou . 
common fpirit in the defence of their king and theIr co~ntry. 

In the ci \il Jm)\ ifions for the efrablifhmcnt and mamtenance of our 
confEtution, and the benefits flowillg therefrom, we fhall, I trui1:, 
,.d \\ a,.' recollett with great fatisfaCl:ion, that 'VIC have been actuated and 
guid~d hya fair and upright defirc to lay the foundations of private right 

and of puhlic profperity. 
I humbly believe that his Majefly, the father of his people, and the 

heneficent founder of this loyal proyince, will accept our endeavours to 
ptrpl'tuate thefe blefiing.~, which it is his wiib fhould attend his faithful 

tu~jcc1s and their remotei1: pofterity. 

Honourable Gentlemen, and Gmtlemen ! 
IT i~ our immediate duty to recommend our public ads to our fellow

fubjetls by the efficacy of our private example; and to contribute in this 
trad of the Britifh empire, to form a nation, obedient to the laws, fru
gal, temperate, induthious ;-impreffed with a fredfaft love of juftice, of 
honour, of public good; 'with unfhaken probity and fortitude amongfr 
men, with Chriftian piety and gratitude to God! 

Confcious of the intention of well-doing, I fhall ever cherifh, with re
verence, and humble acknowledgement, the remembrance, that it is my 
tingular happinefs to have borne to this province the powers, the privi
leges, the principles, and the practice of the Britifh conftitution; this 
perpetual monument of the good-will of the empire, the reward of tried 
affection and loyalty, can bei1: fulfil the jufr end of all government, as 

the :xperience of ages hath proved, by communicating univerfally, pro
techon and profperity, to thofe who make a rightful ufe of its advan
tages. 

INDEX. 
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A. 

ADAMS, Mr. character of, Prefident of the 
United States, 4Cl7. 

Agriculture, fiate of, in Northumberland, ,0; 

at Afylum, 95; about old Sheihequcn, 97; 
in Geneifce, 120 ; Captain vVilliamfon' s 

fettlement, 135; diftrict of Kin0'f\c,n, 281; 

Canada, 310; German Flats: 361; Al

bany, 3il; Marlborough, 398; county of 
Maine, 427; },: orth Yarmouth, 453; dif
triel: of Berwick, 464, 16&; Rhode-Ifland, 
496; tc,wnihip of Lebanon, 515; environs 
of~, ~w York, 539; Jerfey, 547; Carolina, 

576. 
.Ague, endemic in Geneifee, 144, 146; attempts 

to cure it by 'l. magic charm, 262. 
Albany, defcription of the fettlement and town 

of, 376; trade and exports, ibid. 368; ihip

pi"6' ibid.; price of ihip.building, 369; po
pulation, 3iO; ftyle of building, ibid.; re

venue, ibid.; bank, 371 ; manufactories, ib. 
Allen, Mr. Van. member of the Congref.~, HO. 

Alma, eHate of Captain, 431. 
Ambrofe, :-:t. fituation of the Spanilh illand of, 

410; abounds with lcals, ibid. 
America, means of raillng a fortune in, 45, 1;3, 

67. 
Americans, conduct of the, to the Indians, 45 ; 

their fcntiments in reganl to Fn,~land, 2:10, 

S66; and relative to France, :Hil;, .~7". 
Angelico, farm of, 30; how cultivat~d, ibid.; 

produce of the land, 31; inattention to im

proving the dung, 33. 

E x. 

ibid.; hifiory of this fettlement, S7; prefent 
fiate, 88; names and numbers of the familie., 
who have fettled there, B9; impediments to 
the profperity of the fettlement, 92; means 
of removing them, ibid. 

Attachments, on the force of female, 169,383. 
Axe, form of the American, 165. 

B. 
Ball, Indian manner of playing at, 2,19. 
Banks, in the Unit.~d States, 67; their influence 

on the price of land, ibid. 
Barley, price of, at Robertfon's, 6; Angelico, 

34; county of Maine, 423,41-.'>. 

Baron, plantation of Dr. 5~)0 • 

Bath, town of, 108; its iltuJtion, 140. 

Bath, a port of entry in the townfhip of Lin
coln, 456; its exports, ibid. 

Baty, leader of emigrated German families, 269. 
Be1fall, account of the townfhip of, '135; popu-

lation, 4,i I. 

Berkihire, population of the county of, JrL'J. 

Berwick, account of the diftriCl: of. ,il; L 

BC""rl y, iltuation of the village nt, '. "j" 

gid·.kl'"r,]' account of the town of, ·l(:.3; trllel.· 

and t~\:r( .rts~ ibid. 
Big Plain, fituation of, 17(1, 

Bin,.,halll, inn of '~quire, 344. 

Bl(lck-hollil-~, how c,'nlli'llct.,,! in All1:'1 :ca, ~ 1 l; 

COfIllnnl1 in that ((\~II~try. ibid. 
Horr,lr... enVJrnIlS of, '~OO; iitLatinll, ·~n I; Lat

hour, ,V'".!· indi~h.:H:r,CC of the :J1h~~J:I~I-,'.~ 

in regard to tlli!:~c.lt:L\n~, .:J.')j; thejr luan

ner" .\' I; ; clltcrpriling fpirit a11<1 tra,le, ·J.lt~I; 

Afylum, frtuation of, 81;; a l,'rench fettlemcnt Shipping, ·.I~l; exports and inljl'>1t o
, illi,!' 

projected hy Mdfrs. Talon and de N"oaillr.s, I I> :.,h, tk. C11'!':n, ".:rl,I";,,I, 1 ,,,f ttl', Ha\'al 
f~ JT'\ t~ 

Animals, wild, lefs fierce in America, 14.1. 
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I'H' r on Lake Ontario, :::'0; a Canadian by 

birth, ibid. 
B"',, , dt;cte of'\Ir. de, ISo; hishiftory, ibid. 

B,ant, C,lc'",l, Englilh ",;;wt with the Indians, 
:2j~; j1,,{[ef[cs much influence over the 1n
"!:Ill;, ibiJ.; bears an excellent character, 
'.2jj, 

B, : \ ifland, account of, 43;'. 

edl,,J, account of the port of, 503'. 
Broadbay, defcription of the townlhip of, 451. 
Brompton, Fort, account of, 346. 

Brothcrli,rmer, chief of the Seneca Indians, 174. 
Brown, John, the richeil: merchant of Proyi-

dence, 503. 
BrunCwi.:k, account of the town!hip of, 45G. 

BrunCwick, defcription of the town of, 547 ; its 
trade. 548. 

Buffalo Creek, acconnt of the Indian fettlement 
"f, li4, 185, 

RlId'"'~[()n Ray, 260. 
Rurr, eCtate of (,,,I'mel, ,)'\."; his character, ih. 
nutler, Colonel, Engliih agent with the Tufca-

rora Indian_, ~:)O; a n~ti\'e of America, 251 ; 
!lV\'; re.'.-ar,led for his I()y~dt:" ibid'. 

C. 
Cal,lwcll, James, pn{[c{[or of extenfive works at 

Alhany, 371; 3;(', 

Cambridge, dcfcription of the 'l'niI'Crllty of, 
406. 

Camps, Indian, 151. 

(':1n;"h, divilion into l'prer and Lower-when 

Inadc, ~2\;; new form of government, Q27 ; 

leading articles of the new conflitution ,,08' 
, ..... .:G , 

T,emarks on' this confiitution, ~b7; on the 
lq",r.,lJ(,n of Canada from Great B 't ' 
,'\_ ' it aln, 
-:/0, 308; butrhenfome to En~;1and, 283, 

308; tr~de, 310; export3 and imports, ibid. 

W;nt of learned men and litnary focicties, 
:LO. 

('",,,,,1;\, Lower, Cc\uol;"n neO'letl:ed in 310. 
• ~. b, 0, 

Jtllt:::c, how adminiHered, 319; climate 
no; provifions cbcap, 321. ' 

('an.lela Cree:" 3:'4. 

C'.cn:lll;cn', much attached to France C)~" "{)6 
' .... '-;1,.) ; 

char~cter, 293, 30'~; how generally em-

ployed, 304; good (eamen, ibid.; are dir~ 

liked by the Englith, 305, 307; ignorant, 

305; well-treated by the Britith government, 

306; indifierent hufuandmen, 310; their 

political opinions. 
Caimans, numerous in South Carolina, 600; 

account of this fpecies of crocodiles, ibid. 

Canal, joining the Schuylkill with the Dela
ware, 15; near the Little Falls, 362; by 

St. George's River, 426; through the rice

[wamps in the towniliip of St. Paul, 596. 
Canandaqua, lake of, 145. 
Canandaq U;l, chief town of the county of On

tari;, 154; its fituation, ibid. 

Canawaga, town of, 161; its fituation, ibid. 

Cape Ann, defcription of, 417 ; how the cod

fith are dried there, ibid.; account of the 

filhery, ibid.; road, 418; trade and exports. 
ibid. 

Carolina, North, defcription of, 632; hifiory, 
ibid.; confiitution, 633; public expendi
ture, 634; taxes, ibid.; public debt, 635; 
diviiion, ibid.; inland navigation, ibid.; 

harbours, ibid.; trade, 636; exports, 637; 
climate, 633; diieales, ib.; religious feels, 
C3~). 

Carolina, South, hinory of, 555; conilitution, 
5')!), 560, i)(:1 ; laws, 562; pen:l.l code, 563; 
militcc ry regulation, 566, 567; taxes, 568 ;, 
how alfdfed and collected, 569; public ex
penditure, ibid.; roads, ibid.; public debt, 

570; pay of the officers, fJ71 ; paper-mo
ney, 572; banks, ibid. 573, 574; divifion, 

57:'; climate, 577; [chools and education, 
53!}; manufactories, 581; price of fbi P5, 
ibid.; markets, 582. 

Cafco, dcfcription of the bay of, 457. 
C.fHe-lfland, convicts confined in, 405. 

Cdar, a negro, diCcO\'ered a remedyagJinft the 
bite of the rattle-fnake,. b59; how reward
d, ibid. 

Ch"rleflon,departurefrom Philadelphia for, 5~2, 
its fituation" 05.J,; hinor" 555' buildinO's 

J" b , 

&56; inhabitants, 557; their manners and cui:' 

toms, 538; political fentiments, ibid, 55g; 
confliturion, ibid. 560, bo I; laws, 562; 

work~, 
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workhoufe, ibid.; prifons, 56t; ; population, 

ihid., negro market, 575; difc:lfes, .) 7:3 ; po

lice, 5;'~); library. 583; imports and ex
p()rts, 6'27, to 630. 

Chellea, account of the port of, 5H. 
Chippaway Fort, defcription of, '2'21. 

Chippaway frigate, buildin~ ex pence of the, 
217. 

<;"ohoez Falls, defcription of the, 379,380. 

Coinage, ftandard of, in New). ork, 101; III 

Pennfylvania, ibid. 

Connecticut, trade of, 1>13,53'1.,535; hifiory, 

conflitutiOll, and laws, 524 to 527 inclufive; 

police, 528; religious worfhip, ibid. 5'29; 

militill, 532; taxes, ibid. 53~, 1>34: popu
lation, 535; inhabitants, 536. 

Cooper,_character of Mr. 76; chief object of 

his account of America, ibid.; afpires .at a 
feat in Congrefs, ibid. 

Cottot'!, culture of, in Georgia, 60.~. 
County-rates, in iVr.,ntr;onwry. 14: clifhia of 

Providence, 17; Reading,. 27 ; State of ::\ ew 
York, 105; townihip of Saratoga, 376. 

ContclIx, charaaer of l\Tr. le, 384. 
Crabgrafs, in ~outh Carolina, 589. 

Crunkford, account of the townfhip of, '~38; 

Crtigh. ])r.- proprietor of the medicinal fpring 
(J Lehanon, 394. 

Crooked Lake, dcfcription of, 1Q9 •. 

D. 
J)~m'l;('o Bay, account of, 45'2. 

liaEt' '. defcrijltion of Indian, 2l~). 

Df::d,_ price of, at Mac-Alii1er's mill, 56; in 

l'orthumber!,md, n; at Captain \VilJiam
f(Jn-~' mill, J::;:I; at DutchmiJl, 2:1-1. 

:Ddl'r lion of tl'<: Hritifh troops. in Canada, cauCes 

at' the, 255. 

I'dja:',1 n.', i\ir. owner of J.:-~-' eftat.cs in Bun-

ger bay, 351. 
l)~t.r.it, fort, ,jde ,iption of, 213. 

Detroit, a Fenth !~'I'I"me"t, Q'i:'. 

lJiiCaLs, -prevalent among the Indians, I ~(). 

Dobion, i\lajur, commanding officer in King-

fron, 2:1~); on board 11:s barge the author 

'proceeds to the ~'\ll;criu:n coalt, ibid. 

Dorchefter, Lord, Governor-General of Britifh. 

America, ~~~; his project, concerning the' 
leat of government of Upper Canada, 276; 

prohibits the author to proceed to Lower, 

Canada, \?)8; his adminilhation marked 

with mildners and jufiice, 308; his charac~ 
ter, 321. 

Dover, capital of the county of\\"atcrford, 4C;; 
its iituation, ibid.; population, ibid. 

Draytonhall, an eftate belonging to Dr. Dray
ton, 591. 

Drer" obl<:I'1"ation5 on, 273. 
Drunkenne[s, the prey ailing vice III America, 

68. 
Ducks' Ifhnds, deCcription of, '2,'2. 

Ducktrap, !hip-building at, 43:::, tithery, ibid. 

Dupetitthouars, travelling ccmpanioll of the 

author, :355. 

E. 
Earl, Lieutenant, commander of the O"oIl<l:.£" 

cutter, '2i3. 275. 
Education, greatly negleacd in Lower Can3da, 

S 18. 

Elem, farm of Samuel,tl)'), 496. 
Elizabethtown, account of the townihip of, 

543. 
Elworth, Mr. Chief-jufiice of the l'j,;t(,1 ~;tal(", 

552. 
:E1Iligr~fil,Jl, frequent in An1Clic'., 10;; its 

caufes, J'll'. 

Enjilh navj', tire of the, m l-pp'~r Canada, 
289; !hips built (l[ timbe.r frrib 'lit down. 
i1Jid.; prc,-vj(IPl1 of i1:,p-t;rnber t,.jliy f1,.lde 

for n1J.ny YC2.fS t\1 curn-~, ~JUt 

Ephrata, ,;ll"uc of, 35. 
Fp:li_li[)aJ church, ti,l' f';'.;-.L:ii}l,~d rl':j:-;~Oi.1 lIlt 

l' P[lf.:f :_ ',ul"d;t, ~t~-), ~~t). 

Equ:11ity, on \nlt'rican, '~,), -i 1., eli, Cs, 5.~!~. 

.Er i·:, Lake, lS(;. 

Erie, \r1la,;" ofLI\c, lSi. 

F :(~, i"Ult, ddr":Ll'tion {,f, 21~1, 216. 

l-.it<,t, s, ullcertainty ref the l'"[!,:r;,,n t')crcc,~' 

about \\ ilkfoarre, i lunt<LI"Y. S[c. S,l. 

Ln{",. lJr. of lloftol1, his ch'<l"llll and.poiitical 

princil'les, 480. 
F. 
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1'. 
f airfield, ~C("lmt of the trade and exports of, 

:,,18. 

P:irmcrs, prejudices of the American, 6, 31, 32, 

4'l, G6, 72, 119· 

Fayette, La, much refpeCtcd in America, 54, 

J6t;. 

Ferry-boats, baclly conf1:ruCted in America, 81. 

FJcmming, hiltory of Per;;y, 209. 

Florida, account of, 611,613, 61 ~; its poifcf

fion ufelefs to Spain, 614; ihould be ceded 

to France, ()15. 

Flour, price of, at Robertl'on' s, 8; in -::\ orrif

town, 1 1 ; Kentucky, 4<i ; Gendfee, 1 ~ I ; 

near Fortymile Crc'c;';:, 259; at Kingfton, 

281; Rotterdam, 318 ; ~ew Bedford, 493. 

Fortymil<! Creek, ~'Jfl. 

Frcy, dcfcription of the mill of :VII'. '~9. 

Flench, on the conquefts of the, 60. 

French revolution, fentiments of the author re-

fpectin:,; the, 262, 300. 

FriendCmill, defcription of, 110. 

Friends fettlement, account of, 110. 

Fur-trade, participation of the Americans in 

the, 17, 2,4, 310; how carried on with 

the Indians in the Illinois, 296; is the only 

branch of commerce belonging to Canada, 

30,,; how carried on between Canada and 

Europe, ~ 10; moa important places in 

1I.1n~r;ca for that tLl'k, 32,,; how many 

bundles of peltry coli,'c-t,,,1 in each, ibid.; 

by whom the trade is carried on, :,'2',;, 328 ; 

account ({ t}le cxpr.nce and \' r()C(·ccls~ 330 ; 

tOL.1 amount, 3:> I; :WW Cd ricJ un by the 

Rul'UllS, 1 [.j. 

G. 

Gel.:-.- c ~·T,I.', rr;;ular inuIH1;:tion of the, 15,; 

t::-:i titlntl(lO, ibid.: h ... ·lon(T for the nlldi 

part to the I nlEans, I', l; ";~CIl1 pts to lilOii 

them of their 1'1""i"rty, ibi,l. 

(,cndl~''', f,tlb of the r-'I-e:-, lell. 

(:ecl1\,1l FLts, defcrirltion "f the 3}'I 

(;crbicr, hillorv of \ i r. 21). " • 

C b"'fY, eliat,: of '~quin', 1 ~(). 

Gloeder, account of the t"wn nl, .. Ill; its 

t1ihcl y and tr:cle, ibid.; jituatlon, 41;1, 

Gneifs, rocks of, near Philadelphia, lS7. 

Goldhue, Mr. member of the Congrefs, 476. 

GooCe Creek, account of, 588. 

Gouvernet, eft ate of ;'-,lr. de, 38':;; charaCter of 

his wife, ibid. 

Granite, between Roxborough and Philadcl. 

phia, 16; between Harriiliurg and Sunbury, 

63 ; interfperfed with mica near Philadel

phia, 187; of a reddilh colour on the plain 

of l'iewark, 311; in Thoufand Wands, 323 ; 

near Montreal, ibid.; between Of we go ami 

Albany, 366. 
Green, efiate of .\Ir. 259. 

Green, aCC0unt of General, 500; his exploits, 

ib.; moral charaCter, 501 ; monument erect

ed in his memory by order of Congrefs, ib. 

Guillemard, Mr. travelling companion of the 

author, 2, 293; his journal of Lower Ca· 

nada, 312. 

H. 
Hallowell, defcription of the town of, 455. 

Hammond, Mr. Englifu minifter at the United 

States, 298. 

Hamilton, Captain, comnlandant of Fort Chip

paway, 218, 221. 

Hamilton, Mr. member of the legillature of 

Upper Canaua, ~'2,'>. 

Hamilton, Mr. member ofCongreC~, account of 

his public and private charaCter, 54,1" 545. 

Hannah, Brigadier-General, 54. 

Harris, Mr. founder of Harriiliurg, 54. 

Harriilillrg, account of the town of, 50; chief 

town of the county of Dauphin, 51 ; has no 

anchoring-place, ibid.; unhcalthinefs of the 

telWI1, b'2; a mill-dam deHroyed by the in

habitants, ibid. 

Ha~t:'or ,d acco.unt of the town of, 516, the 

Cllld place 111 Connecticut ? 17' it 
, '. ' ' , s popu-

latIOn, lbld.; trade and ihippino-, ib_· bank 
5!:L 0 , , 

I-L.n dr, dcfcription of a French, 3t;0. 

i lLeI y, a beverage prepared for the kinO'~ anu 

chiefs of the M:tl'queCa lfiands, 412. b' 

Hemp, growing wild on the banks of 1 1-. 0 
tarit3, 2J.i!. _:t \..C 11-

He!Iiall 



I N D E X. 

Beffian fiy, prrf!,rious to grain, s65; efpccially 
tc) "vheat, tJ47. 

!-lingham, "n ,·'llte of C~nll ,d I ,incol11, '1·'31. 

'ron.licirlc, how .1tund for among the Indians, 
178. 

Iludfon, dcflTipt:OIl of the LJI.ks of tl~c ri1ter, 
377. 

Bunter, forl. :1CCO\r.t ():, fie,. 

I. 
Jacobin club at Charldlon, 3S·~; downfi1ll Of.' 

.lacobin clubs in America, 4j. 

Jay, political fyl1em :mel condua of l\1r. 5H. 

JefFery, .'\ir. an eminent merchant of Bol1on, 
48(). 

Illinois, fettlement on the, a large depot for the 
fur-trade, 296. 

lndian-corn, price of, at Robertfon's, G; Ange

lico, H; in Kentucky, 46; Painted Poft, 
107; Geneifee, 121; \Vatkinftown, 145; 

county of Maine, ,).'23 ; exhaults the foil, 71. 
Indians, delineation of the manners ~nd cuftoms 

of the, 156, 167, 175, 177, 180, 182, I'l·h 

'~n" 266, 292; well dcfcribed by Charle
voix, 269; rendered brutal and debauched 
by white people, I·JO; their price, when. 

murdered by the latter, ibid.; cI<ll'l"yed to 
apprehend Britiih deferters, 291 ; their lan

t:u.1:;e and fpeeches, 181. 

l::~r.\h"m's I:!lands, account of the, 413. 

Inns, very numerous in fome parts of America, 

53. 
] mio!:,1.)ility, phces of, among the Imlians, 18'2. 

Jc,hni:'!!1, hir" r:; of Mr. 190. 
.1ohn11o\\'n, capital {.f the county of :-'Iontgo

mery, 363 ; its Inrll1!ation, ibid. 
Tpfwich, account of the village of, '174. 
Hard, !\It. late membcr of Congrefs, 5S5; his 

efiateH in 2out!1 Cuolina, 586; a zealous-~<i
vocate for Davery, 58 i. 

,lul1ice, how admiuiilcrcd in Lower C:r'~lcla, 

319· 
K. 

Kennebec, 'lcconnt of the river, 4~5. 

Kentucky, prefent fiate (,r, 1,/); produce of the 

land, ibid.; pOJlulation, ibid. 

K.ingfion, fituation of the town of, ~-:.); dc
fcription (.; the town, ibid. 276, ?7~); In

tenued hy Lord Dorchefter to become ttc 
j~at of gn·,crnment of Upper Canada, ihill.; 
J:Capproved of by Gcn_r~l Simcoe, ibid.; 
a fiaple port, ('.'10 

Knox, Genera!, dc;cri plion of his dlate, 416 ; 

fituation of the houte, .\.'20; his plan> :c:, J 

projects,:'23; his character, 41-',1. 

L. 
Labour, price of, at Robcrtfon '5, (j; at Lc;:\U~, 

11; in the diitri{t of Providence, 17; about 
lC.:.;J:ng, 23: at :\n:~~:!CO, 33, ~;·1; at L.~lI1-

caltcr, 42; ~, .. h\oil~ton, tJO; Harrifburg, ~'J; 
.'\!ac-Alifter's farm, 5:;: about :\'orthulr.

berland, 71 ; at Afylum, 96; in the clil1rict. 
of :\cwtown, 103; at Painted Putt, 107; 

in Geneff'ee, 121 ; in the dlfiria of Canan
d~qt1a, ]·1,7; on the efiate of :\1 r. Pitt, 151 ; 

in the Gencffee Flats, 153; in and ncar 
Chil'l'away, 22~; near Fortymilc Creek. 
:2)'1; in the di/tria of Kingtion, 281, '2,5(; ; 

at Rotterdam, 348 ; in Schuylertown, 338; 

near the Little Falls,.3(;'2; at Albany, S72; 

in the townfuip of Saratoga, 376; at Marl
borough, 399; in the county of Maine, 
438 ; in the difiria of Brunt\vick, 457; in 
the vicinity of PortCmouth, 41 ;~); in the 

townfhip of ',nv Bedford, 493; in Connec
ticut, 513 ; alJout XeWhaYl'll, ,5-:"3. 

L:mcafler, arrival at, 39; its tltuation and fize, 
.J.r) ; population, 41 ; produce of the land, 
';'6; general diliJ011tion of the inhabitants, 
43 ; democratic fociety, ib.; churches, .u . 

Land, price \If, at i\orrittown, 14; in the dif

tria of Providence, 17; about Reading, ~3; 
at Reading, 28; at Lanc'lHer, 41 ; in Ken
tucky, ,1,1); a',l,ut \hytown. ,1-,; atMiddle

ton, 50; Harriibur:;, ;)3; in the vicinity of 
Mac-Alitter'g farm, il'); at Debler!"" 60; 

atV;hite's, 61; about ~~0rthumbcrland, 70; 

at Afylum, 95; auollt '1'11',;;), ~)9; in the 
diflricl: of ~ewtown, 102; at Painted POll, 

106; in Captain \Yilliam[on's fettlement, 

132; ill the diftria of Sanandaqua, 147. 

at 
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,It (;'I1-"\·.I.~', !lit; ocar Chippaw<lY, 22. ; 
ncar Fnrt ymile Creek, 2";); in the dilirit1: _I 
KinCffton,- 284' in the 1I1ancl of l\Iont II, 

b ' 

:; II ; awrJ;c price in Lower Canacla, 314; 
at RottudoOl, 3·!Q ; on the Mohawk river, 
Je6; in :-;,-hllyi'rtown, S58; in the Ger

-nl1nFIaU".iGO; atr\lbany, 3-1; near Sa-
ratoga, 3;j; between Albdnj and Stephen
,I>wn, :'IlH; at LdJunon, 3~H; in th~ .. u
nity of Portland, 4·!;-'~; 11': H Portlin'Jnth, 
4.1;;1; ,It Hin;,;ham, 4°,4; 1Il thp tOlVniliip of 
'.;t'\\' B~dford, ,],:)3; in RLt:. - :-;.;,1, ,.:1;; 

in Connc~'ticut, 513,517; about Ncwha

yen, 523. 
Land, produce of the, about '\orthumbcrlancl, 

~ I; at ,\I\-lnm, ~)5; at 'Squire l\hc-C"r
mick's, IO!; on RobinCon's efiate, lit); in 
Canandaqua, I-P; Genelfce Flats, \.';3; at 
J\lolll1tmorri<, 13 7; n~ar Fortymilc Creek, 
:c.!.'J~); in Schuylertown, 3.-,.'1; on the i\Io
hawk River, 379; in the dilhiCl: of Broad
La) , 4" I; ProfpeCl:, ·liO; Crankford, 4·',"; 
Brllnfwick, ,157; Bidcleford, 463; P"rt1~ 

mouth, 4·li:.); Hingham, 482; Rho,!e-Il1and, 
• 1-:1.,; I\ewhaven, 523. 

Langdon, :\[r. a ienator, .].i1; pofi(~lfcd of a 
powerful interefl: at Portfmollth, ibid.; op
pored the ratification of the treaty of com
merce between Great Britain and America, 
ibid. 

Lebanon, medicinal fpring and lltuation of, 
3d~l, 394, 515; its population, ihid. 

I .tg,llIX, farm of ~.h. 10; his cc.l:o,;e and vine
yard, 11; his litigious dil!'Qlitinll. 

Leger's, Colonel :::-t. attack on I'ort Stanwix, 
,,55. 

l.cgitkture of lIpper Canada, op~nin;; of the, 
':-'''; General Simcoe's. fpeech on proguing 
the fifth 1~ di"". 641. 

~.ci::,Ltlll'e of Canada, the t.l',t~re, of the, car
ried on in the i:n~',;{h antI French kngucc"e, 
.~ tJl;. ..., 

in Palatine county, 367; county of Maine, 

420. 
Lincoln, account of General, 481. 
Literary hcict;cs in the United States, how 

they iliould rer,der themfelves ufeful, 5tl3. 

Littl~ Y"ll" llcfcription of the, 361. 
Littkhules, l\bj'r, adjutant and fidl: {ecre

t3: y of C;, ')cral Simcoe, 2;1 ; polfe/res the 

confielence of the country, ibid. 
London, account of the town of '\:cw, 510; 

principal ka- port - town in ConneL'ticllt, 
fj I [; its tr.lde and fhipping, ibid.; ex

ports, ibid.; fiiliery, 513; population, ibid.; 

bank, ilJiJ. 

Loretto, an Indian village, 322; characters and 
manners of its inhabitants, ibid. 

Lotteries, pernicious confequences of, 16. 
Louiiiana, account of, 615; adv~,ntages likely 

t~ accrue to • ranee from the polfeffion of 

that country, ibid. 617; fyftem of the Spa

niili gov~rnment, 617. 
Luxembourg, Pnnce of, fold a frigate to the 

State of South Carolina, 570. 

Lynn, account of the port of, 47i; its 1hoe
manufactory, ·1;8 • 

M. 
Mac-Alifl:er, an induftrious farmer, 54; defcrip

tion of his farm and mill, 55, 56; fituation 
of his iettlement, .'>G. 

Mac-Cormick, e!tate of 'Squire, 104. 
Mac-Donald, Intendant-general of Upper Ca

nada, 302; his manner of tranlaCl:ing bull
nels, 30 I ; pay, ibid. 

Maine, account of, 419, 420, 4-43, 447; its 
trade and navigation, ibid.; abounds with 
limeftone, 420; price of wood, .J..H; hif
tory, 41;3; population, 466. 

Manners, delineation of American, 60 to 66, 
6B, 100, 104, 107,150, 102, 165,395,399. 

Limellone,ltn:a of, het\':..-,'n Roxborough and 
\:,)rr;'~O'.\Il, 10; :lc·lI Lancal1er, 38; i'l the 
""c;,,i' y of Philadelphia, IS;; ,'"ar Read

iJl~. 1S~; at :he cataract of )iiagara, 311; ,I 

I :.laple-fugclf, at Afylum, 96; its price at Painted 

Poil:, 101; made in large quantities in Ge
nelfee, I'.?:'; medium produce of the fu~ar 
maple-tree, ibid.; method of makino- ;be 
maple-fugal', treacle, and vinerrar ib ,0 

, 0 , " pro-
duced In great quantities in the Genelfee 

IfJats, 
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Flats, 153 ; its price there, ib. ; neglected in 
the difiric\; of KingHon, ~83; prepared in 
great quantities in Lower Canada, ibid. 

Marble, quarries of, near Norrifiown, 16, 187; 
firata of very good marble near Philadel
phia, 187. 

Marblehead, account of the port of, 477; its 
exports, ibid. 

lVlarine fubHances, firata of, 189. 
l"IatTachufetts, in a high Hate of cultivation, 

396; laws, civil and criminal, 405; taxes, 
406; vexatious proceedings of the commif
fioners, ibid. 

Maytown, village of, 47; inhabited by Ger
mans, ibid. 

. Meadows, average produce of, at Robertfon's, 
6; price of, at Reading, 28; produce of, at 
Angelico, 32; Mac-Alifier' 5 farm, 55; in 
Geneffee, 120; Kingfion, 283; Marlboro', 
398; Biddeford, 463; Rhode Ifland, 494. 

Medical Society at Charlefion, 582. 
Merchandize, irnportpd intn CanMln on hphnlf 

of the fur-trade, 330; how fold, ibid; ex
ported from Canada in1786, 332; imported 
into Canada, 334. 

Metcalf, etlate of Captain, 145. 
Meteorological obfervations at Albany, 387; in 

the county of Maine, 428; South Carolina, 

576,577. 
Michard, a French botanifi refiding in South 

Carolina, 589. 
Michillimakkinak, an important place for the 

fur trade, 327,328. 
Middleton, account of the town of, 520; ex

ports, ibid; bank, ibid. 
Middletown, fituation of, 48; corn and meal

trade of the place, 49. 
Miller, Rachel, a votary and companion of Je

mima \\,ilkinfon, 112. 
Minerals, account of the, between Of we go and 

,Albany, 366; between Saratoga and Al
bany, 380; on the coaH of Maffachufetts, 
New Hampfhire and Maine, a39, 540, 54!. 

M'Ohawk river, account of the navigation of, 

357. 

Money, love of, prevalent in the United State., 
65, 149; its principal caufes, 66. 

Montreal, account of, 315. 
Morrifville, town of, .'>50. 
Mountains, Blue, account of the, r,;,. 
Mountmorris, an Indian village, 155. 
Muks, conllderable trade with, carried on in tM 

United States,3itj. 

N. 
Navigation, fums raifed by a lottery for inland, 

16. 
Newark, fituation of the town of, ~j~; the only 

newfpaper in Upper Canada, printed there. 
204; has no church, 265 • 

Newark, one of the finetl villages in America, 
545; the ufualll:age between Philadelphia. 
and Xew York, ibid.; famous for its cyder, 
ib.; ar.d extenfive fhoe-manufactories, 546. 

~ ew Bedf@rd, townfhip of, 486; its exports and 
fhip-building,488. 

~~cw Bedford, P'lTt of. 491. 492; its trade anll 
fhipping, 492. 

Newbury, account of the port of, 472. 
Newcaftle, townfuip of, 4~2. 
New City, account of the town of, 369, 370, 

379· 
Newhaven, account of the town of, 521; itll 

trade and fhipping, 522; exports, ib. ; bank. 
523; college, 524; the freedom of the tOWIt 
conferred upon the author, 536. 

~ ewport, account of the town of, 497; its po
pulation, 498; trade, ibid; buildmgs, 499. 

:i\'ewtown, fituation of, 102. 
Niagara, <Iefcription of the cataract of, 218 ; 

fhould be viewed from Tablerock, ~::;~. 
l"iagara, Fort, account of, ~57; has been fur

rendered up to the United States, ibid. 
Niagara, Lake ane! River, 253; abound with 

fifh, ibid. 
i\icholfon, account of the iron-works, button

manufactory and glafsboufe of ~Ir. 4. 
Nicholfon's bank of one million of acres of 

land,88. 
Noblcborough, account of the townihip of, 45~. 

4- 0 Nootka 
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Nootko. Sound, fituation of, 414; fur-trade of 

the inhabitants, ibid. 
Norris,lettlementofMr.I'23. 
]\')rriil')\\'!l, fituation and buildings of, IS'; pri

fon, ibid.; why the prifoners attempt not 

to efcape, 14. 
Northampton, defcription of the town of, 3£16; 

capital of the county of Hampibire, ibid. 
Northumberland, account of the county of, 7'2. 

Northumberland, town of, 69; delightfully fi
tuated on the Sl:/'luehannah, ibid.; conliils 
chiefly of j')';-:l,\ules, 70; political fcnti

ments of the inhaLitants, 73; the refidencc 
of Ilr. Priellley, ibid. 

?\orlhwcol cnmi,any, when formed, 3'2(;; by 
whom, ihid. 

North Yarrnouth, account of the town of, 4J8. 
]\ol'\\'ich, bank "I', ol·I; population, 515. 

N llnnerics 10 Lower Canada, account of the, 
317. 

0', 
(\ltS. price oC about. 'i\"'...:.,<t, ~~; ill tht: tuwu

ih;p of :--;O\\·t')\\"I1, 1()3; ;[t Painted Poll, 

10;; iil the coullty of ~;ail1c, ·k~3. 

O;;c",a Indi.\Il" enjoy an annuity from the fiate 
of ~ ew York, 3 )'2. 

Oneida, Lake, account of, 3:>1. 

O'll";da rc ~T\ "tlUn, fold' to the fiate of Xc\\' 
York, SfJr.2. 

Onondaga cutter, hurthen oftlF. '2;1; the a'J
thor embarks for Kingiton on board thi.' 
cHtter, ib;,J; is commanded by Lieutenant 
Earl, !C73. 

()l l:t.;Ul1s. on the p-l~itic:lI, prevailincr in Arne 
rica,65. b-

Ol"\\'e;o Fort, account 0f, 300, 311 ; d"fertion 
pre\"~lcnt among the garrifon, 303; depar
ture froln, 33 ~. 

()("~"::.'" river, na\ igation ai, 338; falls, S.W, 
..)-!-1. 

Otter.', where found in America, 415. 

Ottn-fk,n,. price of! on the wefl:ern coa-fis of 
Amerie", ·115; in Canton, ihid. 

(hen, price of'l :'okc of, about Old Shuibequen, 

1: '3; at Painted Poil, IO~; in Geneifee, 1~1' 
' .. h:';~;ll·JIl. 282; cour.ty of ,',laine, 426. ' 

p, 
Pachiomtring, Creek, 17. 
Painted Poil:, account of the town of, 106, 
Paper money, univerfally received in Upper Ca4 ' 

nada, 21;. 

Parker, 'Squire, a votary and companion of Je
mima \Vilkinfon, 116; aifumed the name 

of Prophet Elijah, 117. 

Parr, Captain, commanding officer in Kingllort .... 

~3; . 
Peace, how conoluder! L\' the In(l:~n', 182; 
Pearl aib, method of preparill';, ::.,,;. 

Peltry, fine, w~at is called fa, Sob; mixed, ib.; 

fill'1t, where wlIettc<l, ibid; value thereof, 

3~:;; amount th~rcof exported from Cana·la. 
in 1,81:) ::;3.~. 

Penobfcot, account of the Lay of, 420; !hip
building,i ;n. 

PC)O":'[CClt, the capital of the county of Han
c.)ck, 4·1,1 ; its tra(le and exports, ibid. 

PeyCel, Conracl~ fllll:~dr'T" ()f the- order of Tun
ker" 36. 

Philadel i ,hi c, departure from, ~; country-houfes, 
in tnt: y;c:nity of, :). 

Phlyn, hiHor)" of\Yillt:llTI, 2'~. 

Phylicians, their fees in the 1'I;i,~clStates, 18; 
are fcaree in the. CO,ll1ty n" :\,Iainc, 4 J.~l., 

Pin, L,i 1l1, a negro, pUilllf 'r of a plantation, 602, 
l-inc-barrens, in South (<\Cul:,),\, 5Cl:1. 

Pitt, eHate of :'IJr. 150; its ftock and rroduce, 
I'd. 

Pittsfield, account of the tnwn of, 30.'>. 

,'lanL, price of, at :\bc-.\lliter's mill 56· 'n . , , 
~,,'rthU111111'r:"nd, 71 ; at vVilliamfon's mill 
13~); Dlitcillni:l, ~:).~O- ' 

r;,llter of Paris, ll,;::(,cl I'.-:th the feed, "i', 
Plymouth, pnilC1LticJ!1 of the county of, -1 . .3(;. 

Plymouth, account of the town of, 484; its trade 
and !hipping, ibid; '''_:) ,rts, 485. 

Polllny, Dr. of ;, harlelte'l:, "S5 ; has ready for 
the pref, a work on St. Dominrro) ·t,;c! p .::l , 1-'4 • 

oo:-rates, unknown at Roxborough, 8; and 

In the difiritt of Kin.,fion °"6' th' o ,,",,0, elf 
amount in :II'J)o(""',)cr)' 15' I'n th it f 
~.,.. 0 ", n.e ate 0 

?\ew \ ork, [OJ; county of Ontario, ibid; 

county 
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~Olinty of Herkemer, 35~); townfhip of Sa

ratoga, 3 ;0. 
1'oplar, Italian, introduced into America, 47. 
Portland, fituation of, 459; dcicription of the 

town, ibid.; its trade and fhipping, 461 ; 

cxports, ibid. 

Portfmouth, fituation of, 468 ; the only harbour 
in l'\ew Hampihire, ibid.; its trade and 

{hipping-, ibid.; fhip-building,469. 
Potaili-works in the l:nit<,l States, defcription 

of, 384; manner of preparing the potafh, 

385; how fold, 386. 

Potter, eHate of :'IIr. 1~'; his charaCl:er, ibid. 

Pottfgrol'c, country about, 19; account of the 

place, ~O. 
Pratt, :\lajor, comtn:indant of Fort Erie, 214. 

Prie!l:lcy, Dr. relidcnce of, 'i 4; his perfecution, 
ibid.; his occupation, &,. in America, ib.; 

bulled in the mHitution of a college, 75. 
Prieftley, Jofeph, eldcft i;m of l;r. Prit111ey, his 

indufhious purfuit" 'i 5. 
Princetown, ~rrCl\lnt of .. 7.1x ~ i.t.;: ,=",lL'gF', ih~l 

Pringle, eHate of :'II r. 599; a planter of exten
five knowledge, 60 I. 

Pro[pe6l:, account of the townfhip of, 436, 437. 
ProteHant clergy, a feventh part of the lands in 

Upper Canada allotted to the fupport vI 

the, 265. 
J'rovidence, account ,,f the town of, 497; its 

population, 1<)8 ; trade, ib.; environs, blJ-t; 

fituation, ib.; manufactories, 505; fhipping, 

-bOD; taxes, ib. 507. 
1'uddingfione, large malTes of, near Reading, 188. 

Q. 
Quebec, account of, 315; fcminary in that city, 

by whom kept, 318; how fupported, ibid.; 

public library, 320. 

Quinaboug, account of the cataract of, 514. 

R. 
Rattlefnake, defcription of a, 1 i3; bite not 

dangerous in the north of the U nited State~, 

1/4, 181; how cured, ibid; its flough dried 

and pulveriz.ed ufed as a .cleanfer of the 

J;lood, ibid.; is much dreaded in South Ca-

rolina, 59 t; its bite more dan;:;erous here 
than in the Northern States, ibid.; its 
ufual cure, 5;1). 

Reading, town of, 24; its fituation, ibid.; ma

nufactories, '2,,; jlopulution, ibid.; litigi

ouCnel:; of the inhabitants, ibid., churches 
and miniilers, 2G; indifference of the inha

bitants in PLillt of religion, ibid.; their pub
lic IIlirit, '27; Ct1rn-traue, £~. 

Red .Jacket, a celebrated warrior among the Se
neca Indians, US. 

Renlrelaar, Yan, Lieutenant Governor of :\cw 
York, 388; generally called the patron, ib. 

Rhode Illmel, defcription of the 11:ate of, 4:14" 
4:1}; caufes of the poverty of the farmers, 

-1'1(;, ·'~)i; religious wodhip, 4~)9; political 

opinions, ib. 506; population, ib.; hank, 
509. 

Rice, ,,,ild, '2.~Z. 

Rice, culture of, in South Carolina, 587 ; in 
Lower Carolina, 61~1 to 6'2.; improvements 
macle in South Carolina, 596. 

Rice I\vamps in Snuth Caruln<l, 5~j; their cli
villon into fiJ,--/wc/lJIps and illla"d fwamps, 
ibid.; their price, 5:18. 

R"a,ls, llcgIc·the! in PennCylvania, 68; how 

kept in repair in the difiritt of KingHon, '287. 

Robens, Captain, voyage to the South Sea and 
weltern coalt of America, 409; object (~

this voyage, made OIl board the Jetler[on, 
ibid. 110. 

Robertfon, hou[e and mill of :'Ir. G. 
l{obin[on, eHate of Benedix, 118; its prouuce. 

120. 

Roman Catholic religion, the eftablifhed church 

in Lower Canada, _317. 

Rotterdam, account of the town of, 3·;7. 

Roxborough, cOllnty-r:ltes and tal(es at, 8. 

Rum, ufe of, pernicious to the Indians, <2:,'-'. 
Rupelmonde, account of (;02, G03. 

Rufh, \Yilli,un, efiablifhed the whale-fifheryat 
Dunkirk, ,1;):2. 

Ruffel, Thomas, one of the wealthieft merchants 

of America, 481. 

Rye, price oC, about Olu Shllfheqllen, 98; at 

Tioga, 99; ill the diilria ofXc:wtown, 10J; 
402 .t 
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at Painted Poil, 107. in Geneifee, 121; 
county of Maine, 428. 

S. 
3alem, account of the town of, 474; iti trade, 

ibid.; fhipping, 475; capital of the county 
of Effex, 477 ; its manufaCl:ories, ibid. 

Sandwich Wands, account of the manners of the 

inhabitants of the, 414 .. 
Santee canal. account of the. 631. 
~ratoga, defcription of, 373 ; capture of an Eng

lith army under General Burgoyne, ib.; de

fcription of the Englifh and American camps, 

ibid.; medicinal fpring. 378. 
Savannah, flave-trade of, 6°5; d'Efiaing's defeat 

near that town, 61o. 

Scituate, account of the townfhip of, 509. 
Schipac Creek, 17. 
Schilt, quarze ores, neal' Lancafier. 43. 

Schools, very fcarce in Pennfylvania, 98; and 
New York, 106 j in Lower Canada, kept by 
nuns, 313; M,,(h .. hllletts, 406. in Connec 

tinH, 5=9, 530; in South Carolina. 580. 
Schreiber, ;'\Ir. founder of a ldrge fettlement be

tween Lake Ontario and Lake Oneida, 347. 
Schultz, dbte of Colonel, 438. 
Schuyiel', General, his char"Cter and influence, 

3i z ,373· 
Schuyler, houfe of Mr. John, 3 i 3; lituated on 

the fpot, where General Bur!!,oyne furren

dered to General Gates, .. 7 +; hi~ ethte, 375 ; 
char.eter, 376; death, 3 i i· 

~("\lyILl·to\\'n, fettleilltnt of, 358. 
Slhuylcnown, capital of the county of Herke:ner, 

359; its pOpUb~OIl, ibid. 
~l hU) I~.ill, falls of the, +; banks, 18; is to be 

joined with the SU3tara by a canal, ,,-8. 
Seneca Lake, 122: it> banks, 123; navigation of 

the lak~, 12f. 

~;, n· C1 I ndi""s, drefs and manners of the, 148 ; 
pay a lIiftt to Mi'. Chipping, tbe American 
agent, ib. 

Serva;,ts, great fcarcity of, in the United States 
and Canada, 254. 

&:ttler~, fidt operations of lIew, 58, 163. 
8~ward, Major, commandant of F.ort Niagara, 

~i8. 

Shakers, defcription of the fociety called, 389; 
their fettlement in Lebanon, ib.; their reli

gion and worfhip, 391; drefs, ibid.; garden, 

393; bifiory of the fociety, 394· 
Shefhequen, New, town of, 98. 
Ship-building, price of, in Albany, 369; in tbe 

townfhip of Belfaf1:. 440; on St. George's 

River, 424,425, +27. 
Simcoe, General, Lieutenant-Governor of Upper 

Canada, 229; why he accepted tbat place. 

ibid.; his plan for fettling :md peopling Up

per Canada, ibid. 23 I, Z 7 5; his project of 
removing the feat of government to the banks 

of the river La Franche or Thames, 230; his 

maxim. of government, 233 ; opinion on the 

fur· trade, 233,234; plan of military opera

tions, 235, 240; projeCl:s and views, 235; 
mifcalculations, 239; fentiments in regard t~ 
the United States, 240; receives a vitit of 

Indians, 250, 2~3; his projeet of giving a 
half civilization to the Indian tribes. 251; 
""Gte an. Indi;..n villo.ge, .a 66 ;. his fpeech on 
that oecation, ibid. 

Skeneetady, account of the town of, 364; its fitua

tion and trade, 365; population, ibid. 
Skuyl. hil10ry of Jarr.e~, 210. 

Slaves, on the condition of, in the State of New 

York,376 . 
Slave· trade, carried on by the town of Provi

dence, 505, 506; by ConneCl:icut, 531; ]er
fey, 5 + 3, 54+; South Carolina, 464 to 566 j 
at Savannah, 605. 

Smith, Lieutenant-Cotonel, of the fifth regiment, 

25t; his houfe at Newark, ibid.; is dearing 
five hundred acres land, ibid. 

Snakeroot, the juice of, a fpecific remedy againfl 
the bite of the rattle·fnake, 143. 

Sorrel, river, account of the, 323. 

South Sea, voyage of Captain Robert to the, ~o. 
Sp~nifh puffefIions in North America, account 

ofthe,6IJ. 

"pecie, {cMee in Upper Canada, 216. 

Speclliation in land, very profitable in the United 
States, 72, '44, 

Springmill, account of, 10. 

Spnlce·nr. peculiarly fit for fhip-buildin<Y 43 ~ 
::" :J. 

SquawhilJ, 
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Squaw hill, an Indian village, 155. 

Starret, efiate of Colonel, 102. 
Steward, Mr curate of Kingfton, 284; how he 

leafed out his lands, 285. 
Stillwater, defcription of the townlhip of, 3 i7. 
Stockfifll, large quantities of, furnifued by the 

coaft of Maffachufetts and the difiriCl: of 

Maine, 418. 
Store, Captain, defcription of hi5 fnill, called 

Dutchmill, 293. 

Suatarl river, account of the, 49. 
Sumac, grows in great plenty about New Lon

don, 512; it, preparation for the purpofes of 
d: ing, ibid. 

Sunbury, town of, 63; its fituation on the Suf.., 
quehannah, ibid. 

Suppers in AmerIca, of what they generally con· 
6fi, 62, 104. 

Surgeons, numerous in the difiriCl: of Providence, 

18; their tees, ihid.; are in fmall number in 

the difirict of Kingfton, 286; and in the 
COUnty of M>ine, 'HR. 

Sufquehannoh, rapids of the !'iver, 47; its banks, 
-tS; navigation. 

T. 
Tabikinc:. a celebrated Indian warrior, 608; his 

character, 609' 
Taxes, account or the, in Montgomery, 14; dif

t1"l(-t of Providence, 1 i ; Reading, 27; county 

of Dauphin, 53 j State of New York, 105 ' 
county of Herkemer, 359; townfhi: of Sa 

ratoga, 376; Marlborough, 399; Maffachu
fetts, 406; cOlInty of Maine, 447, at Bor 

ton, 480. in Conn,:cticut, 528. 
Ternay, monument erected to the Chevalier de, 

500 

Thaga, fields bordered with, 10. 
Thatcher, character of ;\1 ... 462, +63, 
Thomafiowi1, in the county of Lincoln, account 

ot~ 452. 
Tbompfon, ]ufiire, dtfcription of bis efiate, 378. 
Three Rivers Point, accollnt of, 343. 

Tioga, town alld river of, 99; ito trade hurt by 
that of Afylum, ibid. 

Tioga, fon of General Simcoe, named fo by th~ 
Mohawk~, 253. 

Tonowantc,accoLlnt of the Indian village of, liz.. 
Touzy, an Englifu clergyman in <l!!ebec, 315; 

occupied in clearing about feven thoufand 
acres of land, ibid. 

Trap, account of the village of, 17. 
Treaty of commerce between Great llritain and 

the United States, remarks on the, 381,408, 

470 , 485, 54+, 559· 
Trees, fpecies of, between Lancafier and May

town, 46; b~tween Harrilburg and Sunbury, 

63; about Loyalfock and A~vlum, 95; in 
the difirict ofWlltkinfiown, 145; Upper Ca
nad3, 31 2 j tOlVnfuip of Saratoga, 380; county 

of Maine, 5+2; South Carolina, 588, S89; 
in Florida, 613. 

Trenton, account of, 549. 
Troy. defcription of, 369, 370, 379. 
Trumbul, member of the Congrefs, S 16; bro

ther of the painter of that name, ibid. 
Tulpechocken creek, 62. 
Tunkers, order of, 35; doctrines and hiftory" of 

the order, ibid. 

Turkey buzzard, a very ufeful bird in South 

Carolina, 537. 
Turnips, how cultivated at Angelico, 3}. 

U. 
Union College, defcription of, 365' 
United State" Foliey of tbe, 234. 

V_ 
Vanderkamp, farm of :\11'. HI. 
Vapour-batbs, how made by the Indians, ISO. 
Vatines, efiate of Mr. de, HI); his chara{ter_ 

ibid.; his attachment to France, 350; illS 

hifiory, ibid. 

W. 
"\',o;tJhll, one of the Marqllefa I1hnds, 44; ac

count of its inhabitants, ibid. 

Waldoborough, account of tbe difiriEt of, 450. 
Waldopatent, a large efhu, belonging to Gene

ral Knox, 52 I; for ~ great part ufurped by 

numerous fetlero, 42:, 423. 
Wampum, 



I N D E ·X. 

'Nampum, a fort of {hells, 179; circulate as mo· 
ney among the Indians, 180; ferve to draw 

up records, 184. 
'Van'cn, monument ereCled at Boilon in me· 

mory of the late General, 478. 
'Varren, General, author of a manufcript hifiory 

of rue Am~rican revolution, 485. 
"'an'en, accoullt of the port of, 503. 
'Wafi,ington, C;eneral, a diftant re!ation of the 

late Prdident, 595; one of the moil: opulent 
. planrer>, ibid.; accouut of his rice.(wamps, 

culture of rice, and rice·mill, ib. 596; tranf
mits rice direct to England,S9lO. 

"'aterford, population of the county of, 467. 
'\'~,tll' rattle.fnake, account or" the, 600. 

'1,'''tkin!tcl\\'ll, dd1:rict of, 14+. 
''':III1'orth, C:1ptain, efiate of, 151 to 153. 
1':".l'I1e. army of l;,neral, 4+, 183. 
'''·bak-lilht·ry. accou~t of the the, 48fl to +?z. 
'Wheat, price of, at Robcrtfoll's, 6; at Angdico, 

34; about old Shefhequen, 913 ; at Tioga, 99; 
in the diCtriB: of 1\t\\' tOll' 11, 103; at Painted 
Poll, 107; in Gene{fee, 12 I ; \Vatkinfiown, 
145; in thedi!1:riL'l of Canada qua, 147 ;.Bear 
Fortymile Creek, 259; in tbe difiriCl of 
Kingflon, 284; in the county of l\laine, 
428 ; near Portiinouth, 469' 

Whilk.,·, difiilled from 1')", 56; from cyder, ib.; 
its price at }.L1C-.\ltfi~r's, ib.; in the county 
of Dauphin, ibid.; mixed with water, the' 
common drink in America, 68; ditlilleries 
in the di!lriB: of Newtown, 103; chief objeer 
of the trade of the Indians, 162. 

Whitehorfe Inn, account of the, 2:2. 

Wilklbarre, aCcOltnt of, Sz; capital of the county 

of Lucerne, ibid. 
Wilkineon, Jemima, leader of a feer of ~akers. 

110; hifiory of Jerufalem, her ef1:abliihment, 

between Lake Seneca and Crooked Lake, 
. 1 r r; defcription of her meeting, lIZ; her 
doftrines, 11,; her houfe, ibid.; her hypo

crif)', ibid.; her drefs, 115; her way of liv
ing, ibid.; her poliGY, 116; her attachment to 
'Squire Parker, ibid. 

',-filliams, family, in Marlborough, 398 . 

\Villiamlburg, defcription of, 157. 
Williamfon, extenfive fettlement of Captain, in 

GenetTee, 128; his plan and fyilem, l2.g, 
130; great profits, 131; terms of payment, 

133; works at Great Sodus, 137; private 
.Gharaerer, ibid. 

WifcatTet, the firfi trading place in the county of 

Maine, +53; its fituatirlll, ibid.; ihipping and 
trade, + 5 +; export,5, ibid. 

Women, on the charaCter of French, 383. 
Woodbridge, account of the village of, 5+7. 
Wood Creek, defcription of, 352., 353. 
"Yood-pigeons, very numerous in the cO'unty of 

Maine, 542.. 
Wyalufing, village of, S4. 
Wyaluhng Creek, 8.4. 

Y. 
York, poplllation of the county of, 465. 
York, defcription of the town of, 268; intended 

as the centre of the naval force on Lake On. 
tario, ibid.; an unhealthy place, 27 8• 
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A :\~:W A:-JD l\:PURT.\':,\T SCHOOL-BOOK. 
This d:1y was publifhcd, price 4s. 6d. bound, ".ith the ufual allowance to Schools, cmbemtlled with 

a beautiful F, O)lIlilj>i~cc', 
THE BRITISH :'\EI'OS; or YOUTH's MiRROR; ucjllt'. {elect Lives of illufhious Britom, 

who ha\'e been dil\j:lf,uillhJ I,,' their virtues, talents, or rCi1l1lk31,ie progrcfs in life, with incidental 
and pr:12ti",d r,tLl ;()II'. Writte!] purpoll:ly for tbe ute ('1 Schools, and ~McLJiJ) adapted to tbe 
fituation~ and capJcities of Youth. 

I;\, WIU .L\1\1 1\01:\ VOR, LL. D. 
\" Ic'Jr of Huiley, j';CI Ub:I·t., and Cbaplain to the E;\I·l of Dt:mfl ies. 

'Thefi'!v'1t'~;;~ CRI1IC~L AI'PPOhATI(1~, (.?I;nci fail I. /7/i'5' I' " .... ;/. an) T:./.r'J nf /be Prc/rirD' of 
pi."fll,'; Dr .. Jl~r,A~I·S Brit.:;,) ~y,?~ c .:.'1 the /'11:.'/, ,~", ,(, ,., 'Ii ' .. 7i-. .'r' elj;/) fit (in I FlIpih. 

" In ;JI·tftnting this work to the PubE.·, Dr. l\IavOI' il.,' m~.de a \'alc1:Jole and ml1.·h wanted ~ddi
tio?to t:le >;.·hoollibr:try. To TI: itilh HiFor::, Cit:·ono l ,,::)., and :;iogr:1phy, tbl: .:ltc,llion of the 
Bntdh '\ outh ought to be al·;:.l:c."d; and '.\" .c \'Ct ~;.,', L: IIIal'or til. pr~ik .I"d crtL!i.. 1\ I,ich 
are due to hin) tor his 3gre('~hle Biogr~lph;l>al ~\~dl\l.l·jl. \\·c \\'ouid I t\'( 'il-:rilL'lld it to th.? ~'.'l iiT"'1 21 of:l:i 
(mr refpt.::1able SI:hooI5. It i,; p!eafi<l,";y IITite.n. :~Jl'1 ~:., , i1·(t'Jlh "';"'(I'"l lcd arc caJruldld to in
fplle a love of pure anJ gencrolh pri,,(i:·ies. E,,,''!· .. ,illg lhe moil eI'CI'.~f,.il ,on.! illlihlrrlllt peri,,,j, of 
l:<.ng':i', .~to.·,', this I'ieh "'II i·:ty ,)1 ":"~I·.l":l\,.lj Ill .• ttlr mdt r:·wp accel,ui,k to) YOl1n - readel', :tnd 
"0 i~1 :. l~ thlrl1 for kllC)\\'Ld':;l'. Thc t;:~nli1: .. J~ ~;1t: good and \rd~ ll:ts ;l.lw:;: .. ~ beCI1 bcon (:dcrul·as 
:O:~dLlI i··:e to virtue, and Dr. :\h'lli", 11101' e of (tadyi",'!; biot!,rap!l)" 1111111 giv!: It!) . u.':.l~ .. Iii.:;],.y." 

.~f, '1[· i 1\.(,,: :c': '.' • .! ,flit • 

. ... The Bi,'gl'Jplty of illufirious men def"n'e, a more difl:inguiflled r;J ,11: than it 'h:1' bitloc'rto 0:,11-
pled ill the h:'C:ll of Britilll e,iUl.lti:;ll. ~·.'e thillk Dr. ;,L.0r's ;\,,110, bes m.l11V ,Hj\'.l\lt;J~·c' to re
W~lJneJ)d it'to extenu"e cirrubtion. It is compendious, and incIUl:'" thole prominent c["'r:"ctcrs 
,f llrit:,11 excellence with whidl it is chiefly delirJble for our Youth to be .\cqu:till',d. TIl<' ii:-le in 
tirb the Lives :.Jre wl'irtf>n 111~r jlI11ly he cnr.'dnenderi." C,ilical Rc't'.'r-·"tU, ... "1>: il. 
\, r cannot clofe this J) :per without ex;:-: ellia:!; ,;n' .c.rpa! (.1tis{action at luvillg i.:tt·:.' r.let \I'itl! a 

licatioll profelfedly . (:.q11",1 for Yot;ng Per[oll", II:.··. 1I promifes wdl to (h:"!: tbe. evil Ilt~ ... e 
b complainill?' of rt-fpeding other :'rllvo!-b(,,1L. r 1' .• ,.) the pic!) a: d '·.ecutlon of It. I am \\ar
rJ 1 in givi:,:~ ~'t a thong recol1lmen?ation, as t"":I~ ".o[l: admir~ .. I: c.a1clIlated to ,:ltc" if:, the be0= 
an .. , tried prJllc;I)les ifl 'o;UIl;!, ml1lds, Tne book which 1 h,,,'" 1:1 my eye 1S ill'. ;"I];;, •• 1I' S 

.:1 ." lOS, (r.l.i\'I-';s of li111ftrif'u') GritOtl;':' 1':1r- perfons \\'h()~_ memolrs. thi:, JT.!I.Li'iollS Bio
grclJ ;;.:5 :~ltf1:c.l fIJI' the improvement and .cntat~il· r·ent of YOll.ng Pell"'''" are the:" "r,() have 
['I:"i r'.-.e mo!l: i:lv)ort:1ne fiarions in Saciet)', with the .(reaten glory to themf>lves and aJ·i.ln
t"._." '.' -.r ..• te. 1 i'f :1,'lions of thefe ~ .. , it men are told in a plain and r:n::n~ manner, and, 
wh:cr I ;.r,:11l ditlilldty in a \\'ork~dJPted for J""eni!c capacities, the i;· idcnt.ll rd1,ctio::~ [(1g
geHed "ti.·,,!:,r circumfiancc's or traits of charaC1er, :'ole fa .n·lwrally m~de, tlLlt the J'(:ader cau
not bill' lile dfed of the example, with a force equal to the pk"fure exci(L:l 0-, the (tory." 

('/)1:,!illlil S;[c'{,lc-r, .1\';:. l~Y. 

UniJo'lll E .':licl1 of D~!'i ofrve beJi pr.;s of KO TZEBUE. 
I Tht "]'.-\:'<[.\RDS I~\;·, Pl:':RU, or the DE.-\TH (,T: ROLL\, ~. celebrated 

Tfavrdy, i e A,'L' and the Ori"i031 of r lZ .. \RRO: hit:,,'l,i1y U·.: ,(bted frorn tbe genuilJe 
Ori~it:al of ZlcJ:UE', with the Ch~~'ll(fes, &c. By :\lil-' PLUMPTRE; the· Sixth Edition. 1'IIIL 
Half-a Crow 

z. Tbe 1';. 'RAL SON or LOVER's VOWS; the Sixth )'7. 'lion. Price H~lf-J.·Cro\\'n. 
3. The C '1' OF BlJRGUNDY; the Second Edition; ~s perrorm~d at Covt:nt 0.11,:.:,. 

Theatre, on th th of April. Price Half-a-Crown. 
4. The VIR OF THE SUN. Pri, t H.M·a·Crown. 
5. The fOR OF C.\LU;\It-\Y. PI ice Half-a-Crown. 
6. 'I' . WID and the RIDING Ill.) i-:. .,E. Price One Shilling. 
7. L\ ?EYR E, in Two A8s. Price One5hilling. . 

Thefe Sevtn are i 11 Trantbtiolls by l\1ifsPLU lvil'TI{E, and have been honoured WIth a ver~ 
ncomlllon degree of p\lblic approl,,,tiull and Feferen~e. .' 

8. SELF IMM TIO;\', or FAMILY Db I'K.~,"~', a Drama: whIch Kotzebue hlmfel~ 15 

kJ.lown to efie~n~ as of the happidl: efforts of his gelliu~; Tranfiated by H. NfUMhN, Efqtme. 
Price Two SllllJlIlgs, 



/uMif/illg Boehl"} i",)/J/rl by R. PHILLIPS. 

An AllTHFNTIC KARRATIVE of the Journey of the Dutch Eaft India COlllpany to the 
Court of the Emperor of China, in the years 179+- 5 (fubfequent to that of the Earl of Macartney) 
by Yan BRAAM; with a Chart of the Route, z vol,s_~ 

- Critical,//ppro!/at;o-"s qf this ~,J.. _. _ . . . 
.. The pre(ent narrative of th~ recent Du!ch embalfy te>. Ch!~a be?rs e~ldent IlldlcatlOns of vera

citv and wil1 be a valuable additIOn to OUf hteI-ary flock oj writings III this c1afs. 1\1. Van Braam. 
as "the fecond perfonage in that million! had better oppor~uni!ics of making o.bfervittions, tban thofe 
of inferior rank who were attached to It: the French Ldaor would have this account confidered a3 
demi-official· a claim to which, probaGly, there will h'! no exception. Van Bra'lm was, for th,e. 
fpare o~ fix a~d thirty years, ~erlonally .acquainted with China;. an~ had m:l?e fre.quent enquiries 
of well-Informed men concernlll(1 the hIllory, manners, and partiCUlars of their native land, before 
tbe opportunity of travelling thr~ugh that empire prcfented itfelf. He was thus enabled principally 
to fix his atte;Jtion on fuch objeCts as were really curious, or imperfeCtly known in Europe; and 
his work accordingly throws much light on a variety of very interefling fubjeCts." 

lIionthly Re'View, March. 
" The work before us is highly illterei1ing in re(peCt to the agriculture and manual arts of tIle 

, Chine(e, for both of which fubjeCts the amhor feem, to have a tafle. He is alfo anxious to defcrihe 
every thing that tends to the extenfion of the commerce or manuf2Ctures of that great empire. The 
imagination of the author do~s not appear to have been milled by the romantic defcriptiors of h:, 
predccelfo,s: ·on t!~e contr~ry, his inf?rmation frequently a~umes the appearance of a contradiCtory 
mtrufion upon their reveries, and dllfolves the fpell of their enchantments. The tral,llation feem. 
to be executed with more than ufual attention." .Analytical R~'View, Februmy. 

" ~Ve n:~!l: here clofe .our review of this interefling journal. The extraCts we hav/'! given "I' 
filew Its fpmt and ~xecutlon. We mun confefs that the ilyle is tolerably free from allY limixiu! 
of f6relgn ldlO!D; 1'[ Is always neat, and fometimes ele(1ant· and we think the Endi!h Iranf'l"r 
abundantly competent to !lis taft{. PI'e:tJxed IS a map, which 'adds to the pleafure and ~onvenienrof 
the reader." New London Re'View, lIfar. 

In One large Volume oaavo, Price 8s. 6d. in boards, with Thirty engraved Portraits, Jew 
Edition, revifed and correaed, of 

. . PUBLIC CH '\RACTERS of 1'7S'89: 
Confi£lmg of C?PIOUS and intereHing Biogr3ph_ical M~moirs?f Eighty of the moil difii.liihed 

Public CharaCters of the prefent Penod, wnttm with accuracy and candollr. 

In Two Volumes Duodecimo, Price lOS. in boards, emhelliihed with Three Cites 
BlOGRAPHlC:'\L A~ECDOTES of the FOUNDERS of the FRENC~PPRr:uBLrC 

and 01 other Emment CharaCters, who have difiinguifued themfelves during the pr efs of th: 
Revolution. 

Critical OpillionJ if thtJe .AlIecdoteJ 
" \Ve ha~e o~ly to obferve ?n the pre(ent volumes, that they a;'e enerall . ,vith an ele 

g:1I~C7 and vlvanty of £lyle which are peclliiariv pleafing; that the A g d • Y wnt.ted with • 
JUdICIOUS and fenfible refleCt ions; that the p~litics are f -ef.' b nec ot~s are nm fi' many 
.hal·acrers is apparently impartial; and that it abounds ~ith thuet teflmJ?eratefl:;' tha{ee tl~a~e. of 
matter." . mo III tel e lng n eIt,unlllg 

"T '. .A!U1lytical Re"l, No'Vem6er_ 
hIS very Jmllfing colleCtion of original An d t h . . I 

.OUI' tardy approbation: it will fuffice if we {i I :-Ii 0 es a~ anticipated, by its f J_le neceffity of 
of the work, Jnd of filch men as are likel _ to e ~ orne pa ages, t~at are chara! Ie of the fpirit 
R,,-oilltion fhall have fubfided." ) p eCerve a perpttllal Importance: the foam of the 

" W 'r j'llonthly leW, Decem6er. 
e can promla: to our readers whatever th' r' I . . 

ment and information from thefe v~lum ,h' ~Ir po 1!lca prlllCiples may bflllliderable amufe_ 
tr.l,!t eminent I'<'rfons who have" flrutt~S, "d FC c~ntfl~s anecdotes of abo~1 0 hundl'ed of the 
politics. The author appears to have take an _ lette . t lelr day" upon the- f':htheatre of Funch 

n &1 eat pams to coHea materi.1ls f. t e neil fourees." 
. tical Re'Vie-w, M'!JI. 
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