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PART I. 

CORRESPONDENCE, &c., during the Years 1838 to 1841. 

LOWER CANADA: 

Governor tile Earl of 
Gosfurd. 

UPPER CANADA: 

LOWER CANADA: 

Submits question whether any and what description of 
Losses are to he indemnitied, allli in what manner 

Heport of Council on making advar.ces to the Sufferers 

Ordinance, 1 Vict., c. 7, "To authorize the appointment 
" of Commissioners to investigate the ClaIms of certain 
" loyal Inhabitants or' this l-'rovince [or Losses sustameu 
" durlllg the late unnatural Hebellioll " 

Act, c. 13., 1838, " To authorize the Appointment (jf Com
"missioners to invfStigate the Claims of certain Inha
"bitants of this Province for Losses sus:ained during 
" the late unnatural Rebellion" 

4. 25 feb. 1839 (2) Secretary ofStute Mar- Calling for Reports of Rebellion Commi3,iuners, fur tbe 
quis of N ormanby. information of the Houoe of Commons 
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6. 

7· 
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12 April 

UPPE.R CANADA: 

1839 (86) I Lieut.-Governor 
George Arthur. 

LOWER CANADA: 

Sir 

8 May IS39(G9) Governor Sir John 
Colborne. 

UPPER CANADA: 

11 May 1839 (102) Lieut.-Governor Sir 
George Arthur. 

(A similar Despatch to the Lieulenant-guvenwr, No. '2IG, 
2d February.) 

Encloses Report of Commi,sioners under the Act e. 13, 
1838, on Claims for Losses 

Enclosing First and Second Reports of tbe IudemlJity 
Commissioners, under the Ordinance, 1 Vict. c. 7 

Act 2 Viet., c. 35, To extend the Provisions of the Oldi
nance, 1 Viet., c. 7 -

Act 2 Viet., c. 68, " To make Provi8ion fur the Payment 
" of certain Losses sustained by sundry I ndividuah therein 
"named" 

Enclosing Address of Parliameut of Upper Canada, that 
the Compensation for Losses be paid from Impelial Funds 

10. 27 June 1839 (6g) Secretary of State , Lord In reply. No prospect that the Imperial Parliament will 
Nnrmanby. grant indemnity f,)f Losses 
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12. 

13· 

14· 

15· 

16. 
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12 Oct. 1839 (~20) Secretary of State, Lord 
John Russell. 

15 Feu. 1840 (53) Governor Right Hon. 
C. Poulett Thom-
50n. 

26 May 1840(115) 

15 JUlyI840(184~) Secretary of State, Lord 
John Russell. 

LOWER CANADA: 

15 July 1840 ( 184) 

Governor Lord Syden
ham. 

Objecting to a Bill passE'd by the Legislature in 1839, the 
Preamble of which would entail the payment of the 
indemnity from Imperial Funds -

With Ad dress of A;lsembly of Upper Canada, prayinlj that 
Gn::'lt Britain will assume the charge of indemnifying 
the Sufferers by the J nsurrection 

Further on the subject -

Communicates the Treasury's decision on the foregoing 
Address, &c. 

Calling for return of Name~, Salaries, &c., of the Rebellion 
Claims Commissiuners - - - - - -

Enclosing the Return -

:3 

4 

21 

'21 

22 



No. in I 
Series. 

18. 

]9· 

20. 

21. 

Date and No. From whom. 

------
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CANADA: 

25 Aug. ] 841 (108) Governor Lord Syden. 
ham. 

Acting Governor Jack
son. 
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SUBJECT. 

Act, 3 Viet., c. 76. "To ascertain and provide for the Pay
" meut of all just Claims arising frum the late Rebellion 

Page. 

" and Invasions of the Province" 28 

Act, 4 & 5 Vict., c. 39, To amend and enlarge an Act of 
the Legislature of the late Province of Upper Canada, 
intituled, "An Act to ascertain and provide for the 
" Payment of all just Claims arising from the late Rebel-
" lions and Invasions of this Province" 31 

In reporting 011 Mr. Smith's case, refers to the principle of 
the first Indemnity Ordinance; 21,000 t. awarded in 
Sir J. Col borne's time; the Provincial Treasury had 
become exhausted, and the operations of the Commis
sioners consequently closed, the Claims recommended by 
them having to stand over till Provincial Funds should 
improve· 

Particulars of Mr. Smith's case; discontent at the delay 
in satisfying Claims like the present; its effect on the 
loyalty of the inhabitants _ 

PART II. 

31 

CORRESPONDENCE from 1844. 

Governor Sir C. Met· 
calfe. 

Secretary of State, Lord 
Stanley. 

30 Apr. 184.') (263) Governor Lord Met· 
cali'e. 

Encloses Petitions from the Inhabitant of Huntingdon; 
laments the delay in settling the Claims for Rebellion 
Losses, owin~ to the disinclination of influential Parties 
1Il the Culony to provide the requisite Fund~; refers to 
;;tuppage of the former Commission of Inquiry 

III acknowledgiug the Petition, suggests that Claims from 
Nurth Sections of Canada be submitted to the Assembly, 
where they may meet with favourable consideration and 
be compensated by Debentures -

No hopes from Imperial Funds. 

Encloses Act 8 Vict., C. 7'2, providing for payment of 
Claims on account of the Rebellion in Upper Canada, 
and appropriating Tavern License Duties, with Attorney
general's observations thereon -

Act 9 Vict., c. 65, " To provide for the Payment of certain 
" Rebellion Losses in Luwer Canada, and to appropriate 

34 

35 

35 

" the proceeds of the Marriage License Fund" 37 

Act 10 & 11 Viet., c. 33, A n Act to authorize the issuing 
of Debentures to pay the Balance due to Claimants for 
Losses during the Rebellion and Invasion in Upper 
Canada 39 

Extract from the Journals of the Legislative Assembly of 
Canada, 16 April 1846, containing the Correspondence 
between the Local Government and the Commis~ion 
then appointed to inquire into Losses sustained by the 
Inhabitants of Lower Canada during the late Rebellion; 
their Instructions, &c. 40 

The Report of the Commission 43 
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COPIES or EXTRACTS of DOCUMENTS and CORRESPONDENCE heretofore received, 
relating to COMPENSATION for REBELLION LOSSES in Canada. 

PART I. 
CORRESPONDENCE DURING THE YEARS 1838 TO 184L. 

FIRST COMMISSION. 

-No. 1.-
(No. 14.) 

COpy of a DESPATCH from Governor the Earl of Go~ford to Lord Glenelg. 

(Answered 15 June 1838, already printed in Canada Correspondence, presented to 
Parliament February 1839, page 47.) 

Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 
26 January 1838. 

My Lord, (Received 25 April 1838.) 
DURING the progress of the late rebellion in this province, many loyal indi

viduals have sustained, as you may naturally suppose, losses to a greater or less 
extent, from the rebels having taken possession of and laid waste their property, 
or from the same having been destroyed by the military operations necessary 
for putting down the insurrection; and applications for indemnity having already 
been presented to me in two or three instances, it has become my duty to sub
mit to your Lordship, for the consideration of Her Majesty's Government, the 
questions whether any and what descriptions of losses incurred from the above 
causes are to be indemnified, and in what manner. And I have to request that 
your Lordship will communicate with as little delay as possible your views on 
this subject, with such general instructions for the guidance of the Provincial 
Executive as you may think desirable. 

As, however, there are two or three individuals who, from the extent and 
nature of their losses, would, unless some immediate assistance were afforded, be 
reduced to the verge of ruin, I submitted for the advice of the Executive 
Council, whether an advance by way of loan could with propriety be made by 
the Executive to such loyal subjects as might satisfactorily show that the whole 
or the greater part of their property had, without allY fault or connivance of 
theirs, been destroyed by the rebels or Her Majesty's forces during the late insur
rection, to the extent of one-third of their estimated loss; the party giving good 
security for the repayment of the amount so advanced, without interest, in the 
event of the Government hereafter deciding that such losses were not to be in
demnified. The Council, a copy of whose Report is herewith transmitted, were 
of opinion that it might be proper to make advances to the extent ami on the 
conditions I have just stated; suggesting, at the same time, that the proposed 
measure of relief be for the present limited to the most distressing cases, and 
that the question of affording such relief to all the loyal sufferers should be sub
mitted without delay to Her Majesty's Government. 

The most urgent case that has come before me in such a complete and satis
factory shape as would enable me to deal with it under this advice of the 
Council, is that of the Honourable Mr. Debartzch, who, residing at St. Charles, 
in the midst of the rebels, was forced abruptly and by night to fly from his 
home in order to escape from their hands, and to preserve his liberty, if not his 
life, and whose property in that village having been taken possession of and 
fortified as the head quarters of the insurrectionary force there, was almost totally 
destroyed by them, and by the conflagration caused by the fire of Her Majesty's 
troofls, under Colonel Wetherall, when he attacked and carried the stockaded 
position on the 25th of November last, as reported in my Despatch of the :30th 
of the same month, No. 123. Mr. Debartzch laid before me a detailed account 
of his severe 'losses in respect of this propert~', exceeding 6,000 l., exclusive of 
3,000 t. or 4,000 t. in debts, rent, &c., owing to him by many implicated in the 
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Earl of Gosford 
to Lord Glenelg, 
26 January 1838. 
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late rebellion, for which he does not claim, nor do I think would be entitled to 

receive indemnity. .•.• .' 
Althourrh satisfied of the dlstressmg SItuatIOn to whICh thIs gentleman has 

been re(h~erl in consequence of his known opposition to the views and designs 
of the rebel party, I did not act without briuging his case before the Council, 
and with their advice advanced to him at once the sum of 1,000 l., taking his 
bond, with two responsible securities for repayment of the same, in case it should 
be decided that no indemnification was to be granted; and appointing an arbi
trator to ascertain, in conjunction with one named by Mr. Debartzch, the actual 
extent of his losses in respect of the property at St. Charles, before any further 
sum is advanced to him t:) make up the one-third contemplated by the Report 
of Council. 

No other case so clear or so pressing as that of Mr. Debartzch has yet been 
brought formally under my notice, and I trust that the arrangements I have 
thought it advisable to make in tllis matter will meet with the concurrence of 
Her Majesty's Go\'ernmcnt. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Gosford. 

Enclosure 1, in No. 1. 

To his Excellency the Earl of Gosford, Captain General and Governor-in-Chief of the 
Province of Lower Canada, &c, &c, &c. 

REPORT ora Committee of the Executive Council on your Excellency's Reference III 

Council, of the 20th instant. 

Present :-The Honourable Mr. Stewart, tile HOllourable Mr. Pemberton) the Honourable 
Mr. Panet, alld the HO!10urable Mr. Guesnal. 

May it please your Excellency, 
THE Committee having deliberated upon your Excellency's reference in Council of the 

20th instant, ~He humbly of opinian, that i~ may be proper to advance, by way of loan, to 
any loyal subject who ,can show satlsf~ctonly th~t [he whole or ~reater part of his proprrly 
has ,been,drstroyed, w:thout any c.onnlvan~e 01' tault of the appllc,ant, by the rebels or Her 
Majesty s Forces, dUring tbe lale msurrectlOn, a sum not exceeding one-third of the esti
m,ated I~ss; ,the rarty giving good security for the repayme,nt of tb';; amount so advanced, 
WIlhout mtelest, m case ot the Government hereafter decldlnO' that such losses are 1I0t t 
be indemnified by the public. 1:> 0 

The ~ol~)lIlittee would, h~)wever, humbly suggest that the proposed relief be for the 
present limited to the most dl~tresslllg cases, a~d tbat the measure of affording relief to 
all the loyal sufferers be submllted, Without delay, to Her Majesty's Government. 

All which is respectfully submitted to your Excellency's wisdom. 

By order. 

Council Chambers, 
21 J alJllary 1838. 

(signed) J. Stewart, 
Chairman. 

Enclosure 2, in No.1. 

At the Council Chamber, in the GoVel'lllllent Buildings. 

p. t. H' E II h Thursday 23 January 1838. 
l~en&.& IS hXc~ ency t e Earl of Gosforcl, Captain-General and Governor-in-Cbie( 

~l' ~' pc:, t e, donoluraHble Mr. Stewart, the Honourable Mr. Pemberton the Honour~ 
a e r. anet, eln tie onourable Mr. Guesnal. ' 

HIS Excellency submitted to the Board a etition d I . . , 
Debartzcb esq settir)O" forti) th I h' Ph I an elter from Plene DOIUlmque 

, • • ' :' 1:> e osses to w IC Ie has bee b' t d d h..1' d SituatIOn Il1 which be is placed b b d . . n Sll jec e ,:-tn t e IIlstresse 
late insurrection and praying thrt 1a e

l 
estructJObn of hiS property at St. Cbarles during th!! 

WI
' oan may e made to hun of 3 1 

lereupon it was ordered w'tl th d' ,000 . currency. . 
1,0001. may be advanced to 'MI~. beb:r~chlce of th~ B~a~d, that a sum not f>xceeding 
security required by tbe Report of Co '1 f '\ upon ~ns glVll1g the necessary proof and 
J.>roof under oath bv two competent ~nll a t Ie 21St Jn~tant, and tbat upon his furnishing' 
extent of his loss, ; sum nut exceedi[t~~e~h on~ t~ be no~ninated, by the Crown, of the 
advanced to him. g e w 10 e one-thll'd of hIS actual losses may be 

(Certified.) 
(signed) George H. Ryland. ,/ 
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COPIES or EXTRACTS of DOCUMENTS and CORRESPONDENCE heretofore received, 
relating to COMPENSATION for REBELLION LOSSES in Canada. 

PART I. 
CORRESPONDENCE DURING THE YEARS 1838 TO 1841. 

FIRST COMMISSION. 

-No. 1.-
(No. 14.) 

COpy of a DESPATCH from Governor the Earl of Gosford to Lord Glenelg. 

(A nswered 15 J line 18:38, already printed in Canada Correspondence, presented to 
Parliament February 1839, page 47.) 

Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 
26 January 1838. 

My Lord, (Received 25 April 1838.) 
DURING the progress of the late rebellion in this province, many loyal indi

viduals have sustained, as you may naturally suppose, losses to a greater or less 
extent, from the rebels having taken possession of and laid waste their property, 
or from the same having been destroyed by the military operations necessary 
for putting down the insurrection; and applications for indemnity having already 
been presented to me in two or three instances, it has become my duty to sub
mit to your Lordship, for the consideration of Her Majesty's Government, the 
questions whether any and what descriptions of losses incurred from the above 
causes are to be indemnified, and in what manner. And I have to request that 
your Lordship will communicate with as little delay as possible your views on 
this subject, with such general instructions for the guidance of the Provincial 
Executive as you may think desirable. 

As, however, there are two or three individuals who, from the extent and 
nature of their losses, would, unless some immediate assistance were afforded, be 
reduced to the verge of ruin, I submitted for the advice of the Executive 
Council, whether an advance by way of loan could with propriety be made by 
the Executive to such loyal subjects as might satisfactorily show that the whole 
or the greater part of their property had, without allY fault or connivance of 
theirs, been destroyed by the rebels or Her Majesty's forces during the late insur
rection, to the extent of one-third of their estimated loss; the party gh'ing good 
security for the repayment of the amount so advanced, without interest, in the 
event of the Government hereafter deciding that such losses were not to be in
demnified. The Council, a copy of whose Report is herewith transmitted, were 
of opinion that it might be proper to make advances to the extent and on the 
conditions I have just stated; suggesting, at the same time, that. the proposed 
measure of relief be for the present limited to the most distressing cases, and 
that the question of affording such relief to all the loyal sufferers should be sub
mitted without delay to Her Majesty's Government. 

The most urgent case that has come before me in such a complete and satis
factory shape as would enable me to deal with it under this advice of the 
Council, is that of the Honourable Mr. Debartzch, who, residing at St. Charles, 
in the midst of the rebels, was forced abruptly and by night to fly from his 
home in order to escape from their hands, and to preserve his liberty, if not his 
life, and whose property in that village having been taken possession of and 
fortified as the head quarters of the insurrectionary force there, was almost totally 
destroyed by them, and by the conflagration caused by the fire of Her Majesty's 
trool)s, under Colonel Wetherall, when he attacked and carried the stockaded 
position on the 25th of November last, as reported in my Despatch of the 80th 
of the same month, No. 123. MI'. Debartzch laid before me a detailed account 
of his severe losses in respect of this property, exceeding 6,000 l., exclusive of 
3,000 t. or 4,000 t. in debts, rent, &c., owing to him by many implicated in the 
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End. 1, in No.1. 
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late rebellion, for which he does 110t claim, nor do I think would be entitled to 
receive indemnity. 

Althouo'h satisfied of the distressing situation to which this gentleman has 
been redu~ed in consequence of his known opposition to the views and desig?s 
of the rebel party, I did not act without briuging his case before the C?UnCl~, 
and with their advice advanced to him at once the sum of 1,000 I., taklllg hIS 
bond, with two regponsible securities for repayment of the same, i~ c~se it shoul~ 
be decided that no indemnification was to be granted; and appollltlllg an arbI
trator to ascertain, in conjunction with one named by Mr. Debartzch, the actual 
extent of his losses in respect of the property at St. Charles, before any further 
sum is advanced to him 1:> make up the one-third contemplated by the Report 
of Council. 

No other case so clear or so pressing as that of Mr. Debartzch has yet been 
brought formally under my notice, and I trust that the arrangements I have 
thought it advisable to make in this matter will meet with the concurrence of 
Her Majesty's Government. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Goiford. 

Enclosure 1, in No.1. 

To his Excellency the Earl of Go~ford, Captain General and Governor-ill-Chief of the 
Province of Lower Canada, &c. &c. &c. 

REPORT ofa Committee of the Executive Council on YOllr Excellency's Reference in 
Council, of the 20th instant. 

Present :-The Honourable MI'. Stewart, the Honourable Mr. Pemberton) the Honourable 
Mr. Panet, and the Ho!!Ourable Mr. Guesnal. 

May it please your Excellency, 
THE Committee having' deliberated upon your Excellency's reference in Council of the 

20th instant, are humbly of opini01l that it may be proper to advance, by way of Joan, to 
any loyal subject \Vho can show satisfactorily that Ihe whole or greater part of his property 
has been destroyed, without any connivance or fault of the applicant, by the rebels or Her 
Majesty's Forces, during the late insurrection, a sum not exceeding one-third of the esti
mated loss; the party giving good security for the repayment of the amount so advanced, 
without interest, in case of the Government hereafter deciding that such losses are not to 
be indemnified by the public. 

The Committee would, however, bumbly su[("gest that the proposed relief be for the 
present limited to the most distressing cases, ar:d that the measure of aff'ordino- relief to 
all the loyal sufferers be submitted, \\'ithout delay, to Her Majesty's Government 

All which is respectfully submilted to your Excellency's wisdom. 

Council Chambers, 
21 January 1838. 

By order. 

(signed) 

Enclosure 2, in No.1. 

J. Stewart, 
Chairman. 

At the Council Chamber, in the Government Buildings. 

Thursday, 23 January 1838. 
Present :-His Excellency the Earl of Gostord, Captain-General and Governor-in-Chief, 

&c. &c. &c., the Honourable Mr. Stewart, the HOllourable Mr. Pemberton, the Honour
able Mr. Panet, and the Honourable Mr. Guesnal. 

HIS Excellency s~bmitted to the Board ~ petition and lette~ from Pierre Dominique 
Debartzch, esq., setting forth the losses to whIch he has been subjected, and the distressed 
situation in which he is placed by the destruction of his property at St. Charles durinG' the 
late insurrectio~, and praying tha! a loan ma~ be made to him of 3,0001. currency. " 

Whereupon It was ordered, With the adVIce of th~ B~a~d, that a sum not f>xceeding 
1,oo~/. maY,be advanced to Mr. Deba!'tzc~l, upon ?1S glVtng th.e necessary proof and 
security reqUired by the Report of Councd of the 21St )[)~tant, and that upon his furnisliina 
proof undeI: oath by two competent, ju~ges, one to be no~imlted by the Crown, of th~ 
extent of hIS loss, a sum not exceedtng tn the whole one-thlro of his actual losses may be 
advanced to him. 

(Certified.) 
(signed) George H. Ryland. 



FOR REBELLION LOSSES IN CANADA. ., 
.) 

-No. 2.-

ANNO PRIMO VICTORllE REGINlE.* 

CAP. 7.-AN ORDINANCE to authorize the Appointment of Commi::;sioners to 
investigate the Claims of certain loyal Inhabitants of this Province, for Losses 
sustained during the late unnatural Rebellion. 
WHEREAS during the late unnatural rebellion, certain loyal inhabitant" of this 

province sustained much loss and damage, by the destruction of their dwellings, 
buildings and other property and effects by the rebels; and wh8reas it is 
expedient, that a diligent and impartial inquiry should be made into the amount 
of such losses: Be it therefore ordained and enacted, by his Excellency the 
Administrator of the Government of this provjnce, authorized to execute the 
commission of the Governor thereof, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Special Council for the affairs of the saicl province, constituted and assembled by 
virtue of and under the authority of an Act of the Parliament of Great Britain 
and Ireland, passed in the first year of the reign of Her present Majesty, inti
tuled, "An Act to make Temporary Provision for the Government of Lower 
Canada; " and it is hereby ordained and enacted, by the authority of the same, 
That it shall and may be lawful for the Governor of this province, or for the 
peTson administering the government thereof, from time to time, by commissiolil 
uuder the great seal of the said province, to appoint three persons as Commis
sioners, whose duty it shall be to inquire into the losses sustained by Her 
Majesty's loyal subjects during the late unnatural rebellion, and also into the 
means which may be possessed by the parties, who may have occasioned such 
losses, to indemnify the sufferers, and the legal recourse which the said sufferers 
may have against the said parties. 

And be it further ordained and enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the 
said Commissioners, before they enter upon the execntion of their office, shaH 
take an oath before anyone of Her Majesty's Justices of anyone of Her Majesty\:. 
Courts of Queen's Bench within the said province, and which he is hereby 
authorized to administer to the following' effect: 

" I, A. B., do swear, that, according to the best of my skill and knowledge, 
" I will faithfully, impartially and truly execute the duty of Commissioner 
" for ascertaining losses sustained by certain loyal inhabitants of this pro
" vince during the late unnatural rebellion. So help me GOD." 

And be it further ordained and enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall 
and may be lawful to and for the said Commissioners, and they are hereby 
authorized and empowered and required to examine, upon oath, all persons 
whom the said Commissioners shall think fit to examine, touching all such 
matters and things as shall be necessary for the execution of the powers vested 
in the said Commissioners by this Act; and all such persons are hereby directed 
and required personally to attend the said Commissioners, at snch time and 
place as they shall appoint. 

And be it further ordained and enacted by the authority afore3aid, that the 
said Commissioners be authorized, and they are hereby authorized, to meet and 
sit, from time to time, at such place or places as the Governor, or person 
administering the government of this province, may direct, with or without 
adjournment, and to send their precept or precepts under their hand and seal, 
for any person or persons whatsoever, and for such books, papers, writings or 
records as they judge necessary for their information, or the execution of the 
powers vested in the said Commissioners by this Act. 

And be it further ordained and enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it 
shall and may be lawful for the Governor, or person administerjng the govern
ment of this province for the time being, by an instrument under his hand 
and seal at arms, to appoint a clerk and messenger to the said Commissioners, 
and the same from time to time to remove, and others to appoint in their 
stead. 

And be it further ordained and enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the 
said Commissioners shall from time to time, at their discretion, or as often as 

they 

• This Ordinance was inclosed in Sir J. Colborne's Despatch, No, 36, 30 Al,rill838, already printed for 
Parliament; vide llage 34, Canada COlTespondence, presented to both Houses of Parliament by Command, 
(357),4 May 1838. 
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h II b th nt'o r'equired and as soon as possible after the determination 
they s a e ereu . , 'f h' A t d 'th ' 't' d proceedinO' by VIrtue 0 t IS .C, an WI out any of theIr examma IOn an 0'., d'" , 
f I ' 't' furnish an account of theIr procee mgs m wrItmg to the urt ler reqmsi lOn, r. h 'd ' J! h 
G n adml'nistering the government Of t e sal provmce lor t e overnor or perso 
time being, h h 't J! 'd h ' 

And be it further ordained and enac~ed ,by t e aut on y aLOresai ',t at In 

1 or persons upon exammatIOn upon oath before the saId Com-case any persoI , , 'J!. I d l' 
, , ctfully as before mentIOned, shall wIllul y an corrupt y !lIVe mlssIOners respe, "1' '-' 

l' I 'dence every such person so offendmg, and bemg du y convICted thereof, 
la se eVI , b' d I' bl t l' shall be and is and are hereby declared to, be Stl ~ect an ,la e 0 s~c 1 pams 

d alties as bv any law now in bemg persons convlcted of wIlful and an pen , '. . , 
corrupt peIjury are subject and hable. " 

And be it fu rther ordained and enacted, by the autho.nty a~oresaId, that the 
clerk of the said Commissioners shall, and ,he IS here?y req Ulrec~ faIthfully to exec~te 
and perform the trust in him reposed, WIthout takmg anytlung for ,s~ch ~ervlCe, 
other than such salary and reward as the ~overnor or, person admm~ste~lllg the 
Government for the time being shall llunk fit to dIrect and appomt III that 
behalf, 

J, Colborne, 

Ordained and enacted by the authority aforesaid, and passed in Special 
Council under the O'reat seal of the province, at the Government-house, in the 
city of Montreal, th~ 26th day of April, in the first year of, t~e reign of our 
Sovereign Lady Victoria, by the Grace of God of Great BrItam and Ireland 
Queen, Defender of the Faith, and so forth, in the year of Our Lord 1838, 

By his Excellency'S command, 

- No, 3,--

IV, B, Lindsay, 
Clerk of Special Council. 

CHAP, XIII.-AN ACT to authorize the Appointment of Commi'lSioners to 
in vestigate the Claims of certain Inhabitants of this Province, for Losses 
sustained during the late unnatur:tl Rebellion,-(Passed 6th March 1838,) 

WHEREAS, during> the late unnatural rebellion, certain inhabitants of this 
province sustained much loss and damage by the destruction of their dwellings 
and other buildings by the rebels: And whereas it is expedient that a diligent 
and impartial inquiry should be made into the amount of such losses; Be it there
fore enacted, by The Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
conse~lt of the Legislati ve Council and Assembly of the Province of Upper Canada, 
constItuted and assembled by virtue of and under the authority of an Act passed 
in the Parliament of Great Britain, intituled, " An Act to repeal certain Parts of 
" an Act ~assed in the fourteenth year of His Majesty's reign, intituled, ' An Act 
" , for makmg more effectual Provision forthe Government of the Province of Quebec, 
" , in North America, and to make further Provision for the Government of the said 
" , ProviI~ce,' " and by the authority of the same, That it shall and may be lawful 
for the LIeutenant-governor of this province, from time to time, by commission 
under the gr,eat seal of said province, to appoint three persons as Commissioners, 
wh?se duty ,It shall be to inquire into the losses so sustained by Her Majesty's 
suJ~Jects durmg the late unnatural rebellion, 

.II: And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the said Com-
111lSSIOners, before they enter upon the execution of their office, shall take an 
oath b~fore any o~e, of Her Majesty's Justices of the Peace, which he is hereby 
authol'lzed to admllllster, to the following effect: 

" ~: A, ~" d? swear, ,that, a?cording to the best of my skill and kno~l~dge, 
~ WIll falthf~l.ly, nnpartlally and truly execute the duty ofCommlsslOn~r 

:: for ~scertalI1~ng the losses sustained by certain inhabitants of thIS 
provIllce durlllg' the late unnatural rebellion, 

" So help me GOD." 
III. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall and 

l~ay be lawful to and for the ~ald Commissioners, and they are herebyautho
llzed and empowered and reqUIred, to examine upon oath all persons whom t~e 

saul 
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said Commissioners shall think fit to examine, and touching all such matters 
and things as shall be necessary for the execution of the powers vested in the 
said Commissioners by this Act; and all such persons are hereby directed and 
required personally to attend the said Commissioners, at such time and place as 
they shall appoint. 

IV. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the said Com
missioners are hereby authorized to meet and sit from time to time at such place 
or places as the Lieutenant-governor or person administering the government 
of the province may direct, with or without adjournment, and to send their 
precept or precepts, under their hands and seals, for any person or persons what
soever, and for such books, papers, writings or records, as they judge necessary 
for their information, or the execution of the powers vested in the said Commis
sioners by this Act; and the said Commissioners are hereby authorized to appoint 
and employ a clerk and messenger. 

V. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in case any per
son or persons, upon examination upon oath before the said Commissioners 
respectively, as before mentioned, shall wilfully and corruptly give false evidence, 
every such person so offending-, and being duly convicted thereof, Rhall be and 
is and are hereby declared to be subject and liable to such pains and penalties as 
by any law now in being persons convicted of wilful and corrupt PCljury are 
subject and liableo 

VI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the said Com
missioners shall from time to time, at their discretion, or as often as they shall be 
thereunto l'equired, and as soon as possible after the determination of their 
examination and proceedings by virtue of this Act, and without any further 
requisition, furnish an account of their proceedings in writing to the Lieutenant
governor, and that a copy of such proceedings may be laid before the Legislature 
of this province at the then next ensuing Sessio n of Parliament. 

VII. And be it further enacted by the autho rity aforesaid, that the clerk to 
the said Commissioners is hereby required faithfully to execute and perform the 
trust in him reposed, without taking anything for such his service, other than 
such salary or reward as the said Commissioners shall think fit to direct and 
appoint in that behalf. 

-No. 4.-

COpy ofa DESPATCH from the Marquis of Normanbyto Sir J. Colbol'ne. 

(A similar Despatch to the Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada, same date, No. 216.) 

Sir, Downing-street, 25 February 1839. 
'l'Im House of Commons having presented an humble address to The Queen, 

praying that there be laid before them "a copy of the Report of the Commis
., sioners appointed in Lower Canada under an Ordinance of 1st Viet., c. 7, to 
"inqu~re into the losses sustained during the late rebellion; also of the names of 
" persons who claimed compensation before the said Commissiuners, and the 
" amount of their claims;" and Her Majesty having been pleased to command a 
compliance with that address, I have to desire that yon will, with the lea:,;t possible 
delay, furnish me with the information in question for presentation to the House 
of Commons. 

I have, &c., 
(signed) Normanby. 

-No.5.-
(No. 86.) 

COPY of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir George Arthur, K. C. H., 

to the Marquis of Nonnanby. 

Upper Canada, Toronto, 12 April 1839. 
My Lord, (Received 8 May 18:~9.) 

IN compliance with the request contained in your Lordship's Despatch, 
No. 216,* of the 25th of February, I have the honour to transmit herewith a copv 
of the Rpport of the Commissioners appointed under the provincial statut~, 
1 Viet. c. 13, to investigate the claims of certain inhabitants of Upper Canada 
for losses sustained by them during the late rebellion. 
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This Report will be found to embody all the information. called' for. ~Y you 
Lordship, and will, I trust, enable you fully to comply wIth the antlcIpated 
application of the House of Commons. . 

In connexion with this subject, I have further the honour to transmIt a 1'e
capitulative statement of such claims as have come before me for losses which, 
subsequent to the rebellion, have been Eustained by individuals in this province, 
from the acts of piratical bands armed and organized within the jurisdiction of 
the United States of America. 

The documents having reference to the claims of most of the parties mentioned 
in this list have been already brought under the notice of your Lordship's prede
cessor in my despatches noted in the margin. 

Your Lordship will perceive that the only fresh claims preferred are those 
numbered 4, 5 and 6, being the cases of Messrs. Holditch, Fraser and Macdonell, 
for losses on board the" Sir Robert Peel." 

I beg to refer your Lordship to my despatch last quoted, as containing the 
only remarks which at present I have to offer respecting these or similar appli
cations. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) G. Arthur. 

Enclosure 1, in No.5. 

Ene]. 1, in ~o. 5. To His Excellency Sir George A1'tTtur, K. c. H., Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of 
Upper Canada, Major-General Commanding Her Majesty's Forces therein, &c. &c. &'c. 

THE Commissioners appointed under the provi'lCial statute, 1st Viet., c. 13, "to inves
tigate the Claims of certain Inhabitants of thi.s Province for Losses sustained during 
the late unnatural Rebellion," respectfully beg leave to report: 

THAT immediately after their appointment they gave public notice of their being pre
pared to receive claims for investigation under the Act of the Legi~lature, with a request that 
they should be forwarded to Toronto, the place appointed by your Excellency for the sit
tings of the board. 

In the performance of their duties under the statute, the following claims have been 
hrought before them for investigation, ccpies of which accompany this report:-

No. 1. JolIn Butler-for loss of household furniture, &c., burned by the £. s. d. 
rebels 102 8 9 

NO.2. Robert C. Horne, Esq.-dwelling-bouse, with other buildings and 
their contents, burned by the rebels - - 2,369 2 9 

NO.3. Mrs. Margaret Washburn-dwelling-house, barn and contents, burned 
by the rebels 

NO.4. ·William Burrows--loss of furniture, &c. in house burned bv the 
rebels • 

NO·5· 
No.6_ 
NO·7· 
No_8. 

Nicholas Burrows-clothing, &c. in house burned by the rebels 
Michael Murnan-clothing in house burned by the rebels 
Jane Milligan-clothing in house, burned by the rebels 
Clarke Gamble, Esq.-as acting executor and trustee for sundry 

property of the estate of the late Benjamin Whitney, Esq., in 
house burned by the rebels 

448 
33 
7 
9 

6 5 

9 5 
.5 3 
4 -

125 - -

Copy of the evidence adduced on these several claims is also annexed for your Excel
lency's infurmation. 

Taking each claim in its order, with the evidence brought before them in support of 
the demands made upon the public by the parties who have suffered loss by the acts of 
traitors during the late rebellion, the COlllmissioners respectfully beg leave to submit the 
following observations for your Excellency's consideration :-

NO.1. John Butler_-It appears from the evidence of Richard Butler, who was left ill 
charge of the family, that his father, the claimant, was meritoriously employed in the dis
charge of his duty as a militia-m~n on the Niagara frontier during a threatened invasion of 
the province, and that this period of his absence on such an occasion, when it is probable, too, 
that his fellow loyal subjects and neighbours were called from their homes, and his family 
left in comparative insecurity, lVas deemed most opportune by incendiary rebels to deprive 
them of their shelter, and to ensure the complete destruction of their property. 

The e<Jidence is not so clear and pointed in this case as in all the others, as to the act 
having positiveiy been that of the rebels. In all the other cases no doubt whatever 
remains ~n this poi~t, a~ the acts of destruction took p!ace in open da~" in the presence of 
several witnesses; III thiS, however, the dead hour of flight, when the IllIDates were at rest, 

and 

• These Despatches referred to the cases of particular individual claimants for compensation. 
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.and the neighbourhood in repose, seems to have been appropriately chosen for the deed of 
darkness; the family being first aroused by the fire, which speedily accomplished its work 
of destruction, and from which they escaped with some difficulty. The presumption, in 
the opinion of the Commissioners, is strongly in favour of the belief of the witness, that. 
the house was fired by incendiaries from the rebels; and as they see nl) cause to doubt the 
reasonableness of the charges made for the several items of property lost, they recommend 
this claim for payment, 1021. 8s. gd. 

No.2. Robert C. Horne, Esq.-This gentleman'S residence, near Toronto, was burned 
by the rebels on December 5th, 1837, and involved the destruction of the whole establish
.ment and its contents. 

The value of the buildings destroyed is ascertained in a satisfactory manner, not only 
from the estimate of Dr. Horne himself, but from the testimony of the person from whom 
he purchased the premises l and that of one uf the most respectable practical builders 
now in Toronto, who was actually employed upon them during their erection. 

Of the contents of the dwelling-house, &c., the value is ascertained by the evidence of 
Dr. Horne, and wi~h reference to the ordinary prices of similar articles, appear to be fairly 
stated. 

It has been thought proper, however, to deduct from this claim certain items for whicb 
compensation ought more properly to be sought by other parties. 

The total amount of claims submitted by Dr. Horne is 

Subject to the following deductions: £. s. d. 
Amount of articles, the property of the 

estate of the late Benjamin Whitney, 
esq. 125 

Servants' clothing - 16 4 -
And taking the estimate of Messrs. Ewart 

and Ritchey as to value of buildings 100 

Difference of 

Leaving the sum of - £. 

£. s. d. 
2,369 2 9 

2,1'27 18 9 

which they recommend to be allowed to Dr. Horne as compensation for the losses sus
tained by bim. 

No. :3. Mrs.1Ylargaret Washburn.-This was a large and valuable 'propertv on tbe River 
Don, near the city of Toronto, newly built by the late Simon Washburn; esq., and not 
quite completed at the time of his death; the evidence will show that the premises were 
on an extensive scale. 

It appears from the Report of a Committee of tbe House of Assembly last session, that 
<1 larger amount was recommended as being due than what is now claimed. The items 
now specified in detail give a total of 1,3101. 6s .. 5d., ~ith a state~llent annexed as expla
nation, that the actual cost was about 1,640l., " Includmg excavatIOn and other matters;" 
and this may probably account for the difference in amount, but which the Commissioners 
did not consider as coming within the view of their investigation. 

From the evidence adduced, the following amounts appear to be satisfactorily esta
blished: 

Cash payments 
Wragg & Co. 
Timber, Hay, Oats, Laths 

Amounting to 

£. s. d. 
986 15 
109 5 
125 10 

£.1,221 6 5 

and which they would recommend to be allowed to the claimant. 

NO.4. William Burrows.-The claim now submitted by Mr. Burrows is 
By OJ. former one sent into the House of Assembly it was 

£. 
448 

- 304 

The excess of claim now presented, being - - £.144 

s. d. 
9 5 
7 6 

1 11 

It will be seen from the testimony of the claimant, that he st~tes the difference to have 
arisen from his having, in the first instance, been calle? upon In. a hurry to prepare his 
claim and that many items have since been recalled to. hl.s recollection. . 

Wi'th respect to this claim, it appears ~o the C~)lnmlssloner.s that ~Ollle of, the Items are 
charcred at rather high prices; thiS a~phes to .hl~ ow~ c1othll1g, to some of the bO.OhS, as 
well °as some other articles. The eVIdence. of hiS, WIfe, Mary Burrows, respectl~g the 
clothing belonging to . hersel~, and th~ artl~le.s ot,' property III the house more Hnme
diately under her care, IS conSidered q ulte satlstactol y. 

253. B 3 On 
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On an account including such a variety of items it would be difficult to detail at length 
the particulars of overc~arge; hav!ng, ~owever, giv.en the c1?im their atten!iv~ and careful 
consideration, and maklOg dedu..:!lOns from those Items whICh the Commissioners appre
hend to be overcharged, giving at the same time credit to the statement of the claimant as 
to the cause of difference in the alnount above alluded to, they have thought that this 
demand should be allowed to the extent of 350 l. 

NO.5. Nicholas Burrows.-This claim appears to the Commissioners to be satisfactorily 
sustained by the evidence, and they recommend its allowance as staled, 33l. 5S. 3d. 

No.6. Michael Murnan.-Tbis claim appears to be satisfactorily sustained by the evi
dence, and is recommended to be allowed as stated, 71. 4S' 

NO.7. Jane Milligan.-This claim appears to be satisfactorily sustained by the evidence, 
ant! is recommended to be allowed as stated, 9 l. 

No.8. Clarke Gamble, Esq.-This claim appears to be satisfactorily sustained by the 
evidence, and is recommended to be allowed as stated, 1'25 l . 

The amounts thus recommended to be allowed to the respective parties would stand as 
folluws :-

RECAPITULATION. 
£. s. d. 

No. 1. John Buller 102 9 
2. Robert C. Horne - 2,127 18 9 
3· Mrs. Washburn - 1,221 6 5 
4· vV illiam Burrows 350 

5· Nicholas Burrows 33 5 3 
6. Michael Murnan 7 4 -
7. Jane Milligan - 9 
8. Clarke Gamble - 125 

TOTAL - £. 3,975 15 2 

The Comm issioners beg leave to state to ,Your Excellency, that under the statute, the 
powers VEsted in them being limited to the investigation of claims for losses sustained to 
tbe date of its becoming a law, they did not feel themselves authorized, under its provisons, 
to take into their cunsideration the claim of a respectable and loyal inhabitant of the province, 
wbos~ h?use was damased at the time of tbe attack at the Short Hills in the Niagara 
Dlstnct, In the month ot June 1838, subsequent to the passing of the Act. 

Oil account of the disbursements i.ncurred by the Commissioners in the discharge of the 
dytJe~ entrusted to H~em, and for which they pray your Excellency's authority for liquida
tlOll, IS annexed to thiS report. 

All which is most respectfully submitted, 

(signed) Alexander Wood'l 

Toronto, 23<1 February 1839' 

Robert Stmtton, J Commissioners" 
Thomas Carfrae, 

No. I.-CLAIM of John Butler. 
'fhe Queen, 

Townships of Grimsby, 
To John 'Butler, Dr. 

To losses sustained during the late rebellion in the destruction of property by fire 
(through i~cendi~ries ~r evil-disposed persons opposed to the constitulional govern
ment of tIllS provlDce), III the following articles :_ 

5 Tables, value 61. 5 s.; bedsteads, 4l. 
1 Clock, 6l. B s.; 1 desk, 51. 
2 Barrels Pork, 8l.; bEdding, 3l. 
Wearing a pparrl, 51.; 2 barrels sctlt, 1 l. lOS. 

2 ~ dozen Chairs, 8l.; 4 barrels flour, 7l. -
50 bushels Potatoes, 41. 13s. gd.; books,Sl. 
Rmk bills and pocket-book 
Flax wheels, yarn, &c., Sl.; cooking utensils and delft-ware, 4l. 

£. 

£. s. d. 
10 

11 5 
11 
6 10 

15 
9 13 9 

30 

9 

102 8 9 

We, 
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, We, the undersigned, do certify, that we were at the burning 
was on the 7th February, and that his statement is correct. 

on the same night, WhICh 

(signed) OreZl Smith. 
David Smith. 
Charles Roy. 

Daniel Lines. 
Joseph Merritt. 
John Cutler. 

The above signers are respectable persons of that neighbourhood. 

(signed) Robert Nelles, J. P. 

2d June 1838. 

Niagara, 4 June 1838. 
r- W~, the undersigned, do certify, that John Butler, a private solJier belonging to the 
2d Company 1st Frontier Light Infantry, was on duty on the ni!!ht that bis house and 
property were de~troyed by fire, which is mentioned in his claim. This Illan has served on 
the lines since the month of December 1837. 

(signed) John Clark, Lieut.-Colonel, 
Commanding 1st Frontier Light Inf'lntry. 

(signed) Lewis Clement, Captain 2d Company, 
1st Frontier Light Infantry. 

EVIDENCE on Claim of John Butler. 

Richard Butler, sworn.-ls son of the claimallt, John Butler; resides in the township of 
Grilllsby; resided there on the 7th February 1838, living in the house there occupied by 
bis father's family, who was then absent on militia duty on the Niagara frontier; on that 
night, viz., 7th February 1838, the house was destroyed by fire by incendiaries, as tbe 
deponent suspects and believes frolD the rebels; the fire broke out about midnight, and 
was first seen to break out from the stoop in front of tbe house; himseH~ his mother anel 
family, in all seven, then at home, being aroused by the fire, with difficulty made their 
escape from the building, which was filled with smoke and burning; found it impossible 
to save anything from the house, their attention being first directed to get the children 
out of the house; they are distant from their nearest neighbours above 50 rods; some of 
the neighbours came to the fire, but could render no as"istance in 5aviug the furniture, it 
being impossible to venture into the burning house, which was eventually totally con
sumed, his father's household stuff and furniture being burnt in it. 

The inventory of articles for which claim is made being read to deponent, he states that 
to his knowledge they were in the house when destroyed; the money be knows was in the 
house, having bad it in his hands tbe day before the fire; the pocket-book contained 1 ~o 
uollars in bank-notes, the greater part being in Bank of Upper Canada notes; the article" 
enumerated, to the best of his knowledge and belief, are fairly valued. 

The house was rented by his fatller from Merritt Paulding, late of Grim"by, yeoman, 
latterly of the town of Niagara, where he kept a tavern, and who left the province soon 
after the rebellion broke out. 

(signed) Richard Butler. 

Sworn before the Commissioners at Toronto, this 5th November 1838. 

(signed) Ale:rander Wood'l 
Robert Stanton, J Commissioners. 
Thomas Cal'frue, 

No. 2.-CLAIM of Dr. Horne. 

The Commissioners upon Claims for Losses during the Rebellion. 

Gentlemen, Toronto, Z0 November 1838. 
I ENCLOSE an estimate of my losses by the rebels when advancing upon this city in 

December Jast. 
The impossibility of aecu!'acy in ~akin~ such a return must be obvious; aud I tru:t the 

Commissioners taking that 1I1to con Sideratlon, and the undoubted fact, that the bUrrllllg of 
my house saved the wh~le city from destru.ction, by exposill~ to ma[.J~ of the insurgents. the 
true nature of the conspiracy, and by f'XCltllIg a more detennmed spmt among the loyalIsts, 
will make some allowance in adJi tio n for in tcrest, as it may be several years before the 

claim is paid. 
I have, &c. 

(signed) R. C. Horne. 

253· B4 ESTIMATF. 
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ESTIlIIATE of the Value of Property belonging to R. C. Horne, destroyed by the RebelsJ-
5th December 1837. 

1 large cooking-stove, 111.55.; 1 box ditto, 61.35.; 3 ditto, at 3Z. 155. 
3 " Russian iron dum b stoves, 9 Z. lOS.; stove pipes, 60 s. - -
Chairs, 24 at 11 s. 3 d.; 5 at 7 s. 6d.; 12 at 55.; 6 at 2 s. 6d.; benches, 105. 

" 4 arm ditto, with covers, 20 5.; 2 ditto, 15 s.; work-table, 3 Z. 
Tables, 3, at 50 S.; 6, at 30 s.; 4. at 11 s. 3 d.; 3, at 6 s. 3 d.; 2 kitchen 

tables, at 45 s. 
4 Sofas, at 5l.; hall clock and case, 18 Z. 15 s. 
Carpet, 34 yards, at 6 s. 3 d.; 72, at 5 s. ; 92, at 3 s.; stair-carpet and rods, 

6 I. lOS. - - - - -

Wash-hand stand and furniture, 2 double, at 50S.; 1, at 18 s. 9d. 
Wash-hand stands, 2 double, at 7 s. 6 d.; extra furniture for ditto, 20 s. 
Sideboard and drawers, 121. 10 s.; chest of drawers, 3l. 
4 Book-cases, with doors and drawers, 171.; 3 writing desks, 61. 
2 black walnut closets, 6 l.; 3 wardrobe di tto, 161. 
Closets, 3, at 20 s.; 2, at 50 s.; 2 dOll ble bedsteads, at 51. 
3 double bedsteads, curtains, at 24/.; 2 French ditto, at 31. 
4 single ditto, at 45 s.; 6 hair mattresses, at 30 l. 
3 Fealher-beds, 18 l. 5 s.; bolsters, 62 s. 6 d.; 14 pillow-cases, 41.7 s. 6 d. -
12 Quilts, 71. lOS.; 2 ditto, 'lOS.; 10 bolster cases, 37 s. 6d. 
9 pairs of blankets, 151. 15 s.; 6 ditto, 51. 5 s.; 20 pillow-cases, 41. 
10 Cases for Under-beds, 41.; 4 chintz curtains, 51.8 s. - -
13 moreen curtains, lit 30 s.; table linen and napkins, 20 1. 
Tabie-covers, 31.; dinner set, 51.; 1 double ditto, 201. 
2 Breakfast sets, 9 1.; spar candlesticks, 40 s.; salts, 50 s. -
Decanters, glasses, tumblers, &c., and common crockery 
4 Dressing-glasses, 3 l. 2 S. 6 d.; :L dressing cases, 51. 
1 pair silver-edged plated candlesticks, snuffers and tray 
1 ditto cruet-stand, 25 s.; toast-rack, 16 s. 3 d.; silver ladle, 41. 5 S. 

12 Table-spoons, 12 I.; 12 dessert ditto, St.; plate-warmer, 21. -
';] Telescopes, st. 10 s.; paint box and drawing instruments, 75 s. 
1 Iudia cabinet, furnished, 18 l. 15 s.; large fender, 3 1. 
Block tin covers, 5 1. 10 s.; tea and other trays, 50 s.; various tools, 5 1. 
Plants and flowers, tubs, pots, shelves and garden seeds 
4 cases surgical instruments, and 2 medicine chests 
Medicines, bottles, &c., 15l.; 2 cases minerals and apparatus, I'll. lOS. 

Fire-irons, pots, I;ettles, knives and forks, and other iron ware 
Stock of store-room and pantry, consisting of flour, meat and other provisions, 

groceries, pj'eserves, tin boxes, canisters, jars, bottles, &c. - - -
Stock of cellars, as vegetables, wines, beer, barrels, casks, bottles, paints, &c. 

shelve3 and other fixtures 
Stock of stable and yards, as fuel, hay, gig and cart harness, 2 saddles and 

bridles, 3 buffalo rubes, 2 wheel-barrows, axes, saws, wedges, garden and 
stable tools, &c. 

Stack of bees and honey, 101.; fruit trees, 21. lOS. -

Clothes of self, wife, daughter, son, and nephew 
Books, maps and drawings 
Man ancl :2 female servants' clothes and money 

£. 5. d. 
28 10 

12 10 

18 17 
5 10 

55 3 
5 18 
1 15 

15 10 

23 
22 
16 
27 
32 

25 
10 

25 

9 
39 
28 
13 

8 
8 
4 
6 

22 

9 
21 

1,'3 
8 

30 

5 
10 

7 

8 
10 

10 

2 

5 
6 

5 
15 

27 10 

27 10 

50 

20 

30 
12 10 

165 
250 

30 

6 

9 

6 
9 

6 

6 

3 

£.1,21Q 2 9 
A two-story dwelling-house, 4+ feet square, exclusive of a story and a half -

log building weather-boarded, containing pantry and store room, and ser-
vant's rooms, a verandah 10 feet wide, and close gallery of the same size, 
two cisterns, two wood sheds, smoke and ash house, and other small 
buildings, stabie and coach house, cart-shed, poultry-house, gates, division 
fences, and high weather-boareled front fence - 1,150 

TOl'Ol1to, 19th November 1838. 

The above estimate was made Ollt when the transaction was recent; even at that time it 
was found impracticable to enumerate everything lost, many articles being recollected afler 
making up the account, which were not considered worth while to add to it, as the whole 
was expected to be paid immediately; the omission cannot now be remedied. 

A .large q1ja~tity of books ~nd furniture belo~ging to. the estate of the late Mr. Whitney 
are lIlcluded m the above list. I mav be mistaken 10 the value of some of the items 
but canDot hesitat.e to declare that th~ whole is within the amount lost by me on tha; 
OCCliSlOn. 

(signed) R. C. Horne. 

EVIDENCE 
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EVIDENCE on Claim of Dr. Horne. 

Robel't C. HOl'ne, swo)·n.-Says that the house allu premises, with their contents, as set 
forth in the claim which he presents to the Board, were, with the exceptions therein named, 
his property, ancl that the same were destroyed by fire by the rebels on the 5th December 
1837; to the best of this depornent's knowledge 3nd beliet~ the amount claimed by him, ai> 
set forth in this his claim, is just and truein all its particulars, and that the several items 
therein mentioned are charged at a fair and reasonable vCilue. The articles noticed, as 
exceptions ill his account, were in his house at the time of its destruction, and the tW0 
sons (minor children) of the late Benjamin Whitney, esq., were residing with deponent and 
under bis charge ilt the time; the clothes of these two boys were destroyed in the house, 
and to the best of this deponent's knowledge, would amount in yalue to the sum of 25l. 
currency. The articles of furniture and books included in his claim belonging to the estate 
of tbe late Mr. vVhitney, would amount, to the hest of his belief, to the sum of 1001. 

currency, mal,; ing in all the sum of 1251. currency. \Vi th respect to the clothes and money 
of servants destroyed in the house, the value of about 7l. lOS. currency were the personal 
property of this deponent; the remainder of the items charged ill the account belonged 
to a male and female servant in his employ at that time. 

(signed) R. C. Horl/e. 

Sworn before us, at Toronto, this 24th Decem ber 1838. 

(signed) Alexander Wood,! 
Robert Stanton, J Commissioners. 
Thomas Carfrae, 

John Ewart, sworn.-This deponent was formerly owner of tbe premises set forth in this 
claim; he sold them to Dr. Horne, delivering him the dwelling-house in a finished state; 
it was finished in good style. Deponent was called upon, together with Mr. Ritchey, last 
winter, to make an estimate of the value by a Committee of the House of Assembly; 
their estimate, as he recollects, was stated at 9501. currency, which amount was subse
quently increased 100l. in cOllsideration of additions and improvements made by Dr. Horne 
subseqnently to his purchase of the premises from this deponent. The total ",due of tilE" 
buildings destroyed by the rebels, to the best of this deponent's knowledge and belief~ is 
of the ,'alue of 1,0501. currency. 

(signed) Jolm Ewart. 

Sworn before us, at Toronto, this 241h December 18;)8. 

(signed) A1e:rander Wood,! 
Robert Stalltoll, Commissioners. 
TllOmas Cmjrae,J 

John Ritcliey, sworn.-Knows the premises set forth in this claim; i:s a carpenter, :Illd 
worked upon the bouse previous \0 its delivery to Dr. Horne; it was well finished, and 
with the additions and improvements since milde by Dr. Horne, corroborates the value as 
stated by Mr. Ewart, that to the best of his knowledge and bellef tbe plelllises were fairly 
wortb 1,050 I. currency. 

(signed) John Ritcltelj. 

Sworn before us, at Toronto, this 24th December 1838. 

(signed) Alexander TVood,! 
Robert Stall ton, j.Commissio.lers. 
Thomas Cmfrae, 

No. 3.-CLAIM of Margaret Washbw·n. 

t:;ir, Toronto, 3 1 January lS~9. 
HEREWITH I enclose you the amended statement of the property destroyed, belongillg to 

Mrs. Washburn, signed by herself. 
You will perceive I have altered it to a certain IOxlellt, on account of circumstances 

which I was not aware of previously. 
(signed) Josh. C. MOI'rison, 

Agent to the Estate of the late Simon Washburn, Esq. 

Alexander Wood, Esq. 
Chairman, Board of Claims. 

253· c STATEMENT 
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STATEMENT of the Cost of building the Houses, Premises and Stables destroyed by the 
Rebels, near the Don Bridge, on the 7th December 1837, belonging to the Estate of tbe 
late Mr. Washburn. 

£. s. d. 
To amount paid Wm. Burrows, as per receipts- 986 15 
To Commission charged by him 3° 
To one yeM's rent expended on premises - 60 
To amount paid Wragg & Co. as per account 109 1 5 
To 3,500 feet hewn timber, at lOt. per 1,000 35 
To 16 acres of oats, at 4l. per acre 04 
To 56 bundles laths, at 68. 3d. per bundle 17 10 
To 3 tOllS of hay, at 31. per ton 9 

£.1,310 6 5 

The actual cost to the late Mr. vVashburn was aboUt 1,6401., including on account of 
excavation and other matters, 5'201., which, from the loss of the papers relating thereto, 
cannor now be accounted for. 

The excavations are a total loss to the estate, as the land is not thereby intrinsically 
incrt'aoed in value. Mrs. Washburn would respectfully draw the attention of the Board to 
tbi:; particular. 

The only vouchers tbat can be furnished are the receipts of Mr. Burroll's, who super
intended the erection of tbe buildings, and the account of Messrs. Wragg & Co. for 
materials, &c.; the papers containing the detailed expenditure having been burnt at 
the fire. 

The laths, hay and oats were burnt in the buildings, and are charged at a lower rate than 
their value at tbat time. 

The buildings were intended by the late Mr. Washburn for a large brewery, dis
tillery, and inn attached. Mr. Burrows, at the time of tbe destruction of the premises, 
occupied the same, under a rental of 601. per annum, and under a further agreement, 
that when Mr. Washburn had completed the inn and stabling. Mr. Burrows ~hould 
pay at the rate of 6 per cent; on the actual cost, or at the rate of 130 I. per year for the same. 

There were many other articles destroyed, but Mrs. Washburn is unable from Illany 
circumstances, and particularly on account of Mr. Burrows (who is the only person 
acquainted with Ihe suhject), and who lias shown himself inimical to her interests, to 
ascertain their description or value. 

(signed) Margaret Wasltburn, 
Executrix and sole Devisee of the late Mr. Washburn. 

EVIDENCE on Claim of Margaret Washburn. 

James FitzGibbon, Esquire, Clerk of the House of Assembly,sworn.-Says, that the claim 
of Mrs. Washburn was presented to the House of Assem bIy, and was referred to a Committee 
appointed by the House to inquire into the said claim, and others of a similar nature, 
dur ing the last session. George 8. Boulton, Esquire, M. P. P., was Cllairman of the 
Committee. 

A Repon was made to the House by the said Committee, which deponent here presents. 
Tbe following in an Extract therefrom, dated 24th February 1838;-

"It appears satisfactorily proven that the house and brewery belonginG" to Mr. Washburn 
" with a number of articles therein, were destroyed by the rebels durincr<=>the late rebellion' 
" and tbat their ~alue was One t.housand s!x hundred ~nd fifty-three po~mds three shillings: 
" 1,653 l. 35., wblch your Committee conSIder ber entItled to for sucb loss as stated in her 
" petition." 

The said Report was placed upon the Journal of the House in tbe ordinary manner, but 
no particular action took place upon it by the House. It was then near the close of the 
session, the prorogation having taken place on the 6th day of March following. 

(signed) James FitzGihbon. 

Sworn before us, at Toronto, this 1St February 1839. 

(signed) Alexander Wood, 1 
Robert Stanton, fCommissioners. 
Thomas Ca1jrae, 

Mary Burrows, sworn.-Says, that on the 5th December 1837, hel' husband, William 
Burrow~, resi?ed i~ the house on the east ~ide of the Don Bridge, near Toronto, being the 
property set forth In Mrs. Washburn's claIm. On the 7th December, durinG" the rebellion 
!Ier husband o~serving the approach of a body of the rebels, left the house toOgo to Toronto; 
In order to gl ve the alarm of their ap proach. The banel of rebels, most of them being 
anIle,d, came to the house not long after her husband had left for the city; a number of 

them 
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them came into the hOllse, desiring her to leave it; on looking out, she saw the stable 
adjoining the house on fire; she was forced out of the house, without time being allowed 
her to remove anything out of it, cr even to take necessary articles of clotbing. In a short 
time the whole premises were in flames, and were entirely destroyed by the fire; she has 
no doubt the fire was set by the rebels; she fled to the office of the keeper of the toIl-gate, 
and there saw some of the rebels take a brand from the fire-place, with which they fired the 
bridge. In the stable and barn, deponent is aware tllat a considerable qual1lity of hay 
and oats was stored away, as well as a quantity of squared timber and laths. 

(si8ned) Mary Burrows. 

Sworn before us, at Toronto, this 1st day of Fel.Hu<lry 1839. 

(signed) Alexander T,Vood, l. 
Robert Stanton, Commissioners. 
1'1lOmas CarfTae. J 

William Burrows, sworn.-'Vas residing in the house mentioned in this claim at the 
time of the rebellion; on the 7th of December 1837, he went up on tbe top of tbe house, 
with a spy-glass in his band, and observed at some distance a body of armed m('ll approacb
ing, wbom he belieyed to be a party of the rebels; he immediately proceeded to Toronto to 
give the alarm, and not very long after be saw the premises on fire, and has no doubt but 
tbat they were fired by the rebels whom he had previously seen approaching. 

Deponent has Jesided on the plemises flam their trst cunstruction, and was himself 
€mployed in their erection. They consisted of a building constructed witb a view to its 
being subsequently used as a brewery; a dwelling-bouse, which was used as an inn, granary, 
stable, and shedding with hay-loft, these lalter being three stories in height; they were all 
frame buildings on stone foundations; the dwelling-house, was Iwo stories in height, and 
that part of the premises intender! for the brewery was to have corresponded with the 
granary and stables, being tbree stories in height. The materials for tbis parL of the 
premises were all prepared and on the ground; the dwelling-bouse and granary, above 
mentioned, were completely finished and in tbe occupation of this deponent, who kept an 
inn there. Deponent was employed ill the erection of tbe buildings, generally, as 
superintendent of the "ame, by Mr. Washburn; the disbursements were made through this 
deponent, he receiving from time to time the means of paying the people employed from 
Mr. Wasbburn. Materials, sllch as timber, stone, nails, iron-work and some otber items, 
WHe disbursed by Mr. vVashburn, without reference to tillS deponent, who bas no 
personal knowledge of such items of expense. DepolJent bad kept account of the outlay 
made by him Oil account of the buildings, from monies placed in his hands b)' 
Mr. Washburn for that purpose. These ,Iccounts as well as all others, his own papers, 
books, and the articles of property belonging to himself, were burned in the house by tile 
rebels, and he cannot now therefore state the particulars. 

A book produced to witness, containing receipts for monies paid to him by Mr. Wasb
burn at various times; deponent admits the COl rectness of these receipts; they are signed 
by him, and the several amounts were paid into his hands by Mr. vVashbl1l'l1, and by him 
expended on Mr. Washburn's account in the erection of the'premises in question, and in 
the layir.g in of the materials to be used as before stated. These SUI1l~ are exclusive of the 
excavation of the brewery part of the building, which was a sep:-trate job. A commission 
was charged by this deponent against Mr. V\?ashburn on the t'xpendnure, amounting to 
about 30 I., independently of the money receipts now produced. The excavation part of 
the brewery was performed by this deponent, and he was to have continued in possession 
of the inn and its appurtenances, as the tenant of Mr. Washburn, at the rate of 6.51. per 
annum, till the job was settlEd up; he remailled in actual possession from 13th January 
1837 to the time of the destruction of the premises, being abo[;t 11 months. Deponent is 
aware that a considerable quantity of squared timber and other materials were prepared 
and nn the premises, with a view to the completion of the hrewery part; a great part of 
these were totally cOllsnmed by the fire, and other parts damaged. Cannot speak positively 
as to the total quantity of timber, materials, &c., laid down on tbe premises, but is aware 
the whole which would have been required for the erection of the brewery were there, for 
tbe framing, Hooring and covering it in to the three stories in height. There were also 
some thousands of laths, which were totnlly destroyed oy the fire. III the barn and 
granary a quantity of hay and oats were laid in; these were [be property of Mr. 'Vashbnrn, 
having been brought there from his hum; the produce of about 16 acres of oats was so 
Jaid up, and part of the produce of about 12 acres of bay; the valne of the oats, at a fair 
and reasonable valuation, this deponent believes would be about Sl. the acre; thinks there 
were about three tons of the hay. The whole of the oats and hay Oil the premises w~re 
destroyed by tbe fire. 

Tbe brewery was intended as a building l~rger tba,n tl~e gn:nary part, which was 80 feet 
by 40, and to have been, as Lefore stated, three stones III height; the materials provided 
~nd on the pl'emises were in accordance with that design, and flOm his knowledoe ::>f 
building and quantities required for such a purpose, would, be thinks, exceed 3,50~ feet 

!!53. C 2 squared 
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squared timber; he is not aware of any ,;>the.r article~ ?eing on the premises, the property 
of Mr. Washburn, than those stated in thIs hIs deposItIOn. 

(signed) William Burrows. 

Sworn before us, at Toronto, this 1st February 1839. 

(signed) Alexander Wood'l 
Robert Stanton, J,Commissioners. 
Thomas Carfrae, 

Henry Layton, sworn.-Is a clerk in the employ of Wragg & Co., of this city. hardware 
tTlercllants. Knows the premises at the Don Bridge, the property of the late Mr. Washburn. 
Durin"" the erection of the builJinO's, various materials of hardware were furnished on Mr. 
Washburn's account by Wrao-g & "'Co., and delivered to William Burrows, as deponent 
understood to be made use of in the erection of tile buildings at the Don, the property of , . 
Mr. \Vashburn. The value of materials, &c., procured on such account, amounts, to ttIe 
best of deponent's knowledge, to about 100l. 

(signed) 

lSt February 1839. 

Henry Layton. 

Sworn before us, at Toronto, this 

(signed) Alexander WOOd,} 
Robert Stanton, Commissioners. 
Thomas Caifrae, 

Joseph C. Morrison, sworn.--Says, that he is employed on the part of Mrs. 'V ashburn, as 
her agent in the affairs of her late husband, to whose estate she is sole executrix; he was 
in the employ of Mr. \Vashburn in his lifetime, while the buildings in question were in the 
course of being erected, and knows that William Burrows, as stated ill his deposition, was 
engaged as superintendent of the same, the expenditure passin~ through his hands from 
monies paid to him in various sums, at various times, by Mr. Washburn. Deponent has 
himself at times paid sums to Burrows for Mr. Washburn for this purpose. The book 
presented contains the receipts of Burrows for monies paid to him on various accasions on 
.his account. Deponent has added these receipts together; they amount in all to the SUfi 

,of 959l. 15s.; in addition to which are two sums of 24l. lOS. paid by Mr. 'Vashburn on 
Burrows's account, and an order of Burrows for 2l. lOS., making in all the sum of 
9861. 15s. as the total sum so paid by Mr. Washburn to Burrows on account of the said 
premises. Deponent bas no personal knowledge of the excavation at the brewery part of 
the premises, as a separate job, or the agreement made with Burrows by Mr. Washburn on 
tbe subject, nor has he any knowledge of the amount which lVas to be allowed for the 
I>ame. 

The detailed accounts connected with the buildings were, as he believes, destroyed in the 
house at the Don when it was fired by the rebels. The book now produced with Burrows's 
receipts, and the items included in the statement of claim submitted, being the only data 
within his power as the agent of '\'Irs. Washburn to exhibit with any degree of certainty. 

Thio deponent is aware that a claim was submitted to the House of Assembly last session 
exceeding this in amount; and from dep0nent's general knowledge of the transactions, as 
connected with these premises, he has no doubt that the total loss is not short of the sum 
stated in the Report of the Committee. 

(signed) Jos. C. Morrison. 

Sworn before liS, at Toronto, this 1st February 1839' 

(signed) Alexander WOOd,} 
Robert Stanton, Commissioners. 
Thomas Carfrae,-

No. 4.-CLA DI of William Burrows. 

ESTDIATE of 
. 7 December 1837. 

Property burnt by the Rebels In the Houses belonging to the late 
Simon -Washburn, owned by William Burrows. 

Clott,ing, 1 suit, 7l. lOS. ; 1 ereat coat, 6l. 
3 pair men's trowsers, 2l. 12S: 6d.; 2 pair cloth ditto, 5l. -
1 roundabout jacket, 30s.; 4 waistcoats, 50S. 
1 hat, 30S.; 6 shirts, 75 s.; 3 flannel ditto, 30s. - - -
6 ba~ldkerchiefs, 30s. ; 4 ditto, ISS.; 1 shawl, 10 S.; 6 pair stockings, 22 s. 6 d. 
2 pall' gloves, 5 S.; 2 pair boots, 2l. 10 S. -

£. s. d. 
13 10 

7 12 6 
4 
6 15 
3 17 6 
2 15 

Clothes 
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, Clothes belonging to Mar!! Burroughs. 
! dozen lmen aprons, 345.; 1 dozen cotton ditto, 15 5. _ _ 
"2 dozen blue aproll~, 12 5.; 1 gown, 50 s.; 1 ditto, 25 s.; 1 ditto, 2.5 s. 
:2 gow.ns, 40s.; 1 dittO, 1 Zs.; 1 ditto, 15S.; :2 ditto, 20s. _ 
6 pe~tlcoats, 40 5.; 1 dozen Hannel ditto, Sl. 105. _ 

3 paIr stays, 4;0 S.; 1 dozen linen shifts, 5 l. 8 s. _ 
1 dozen stockmgs, 45 s. ; . Z bonnets, 45 s. ; :2 veils, 40 s. 
1 dozen caps, 60S.? 1 pall' boots, 15 s.; :2 pair shoes, 15 s. _ 
1 shaw~, 45 s.; 1 dItto, 30 s.; 1 ditto, 25 s. _ _ _ 
1 fur tIppet, 35 s.; 3 lace collars, 45 s.; :2 pair gloyes, 7 s. 6 d. 

Beds and oedding, 7 mattresses and feather beds 
14 fe~th~r pillow~, 71.; 28 pillow-cases, 56 s. _ 
28 pa~r lmen sheets, 35l.; :2 pair blankets, 4l. _ 
::6 quilts, 241.; 9 bedsteads, 9 Z.; 1 ditto, 40S. 
b table-cloths~ 5 t.; 3 table covers, 45 s. -
1 dozen towels, 31 s.; 1 dozen glass cloths, 24 s. 
~ dozen roller towels, 23 s. zd.; 1 dozen kiwhen towels, :248. 
1 set drawers, 7l.; 1 writing desk,s l. 
1 clock, 6 l. 15 s.; 3 black walnut tables, 6l. 15 s. 
1 large. kitchen table, 5SS'; 2 common ditto, 55 s. 
3 dresslllg tables, 48 s.; 3 wash ~tands 11 s. 3 d. 

d I
· , .. , 

1 ozen c laIrs, 60 s.; f dozen ditto, 4l. 10 S. -

I sofa, 60S.; 1 looking-glass, 25 s.; 3 ditto, 45 s. 
Eartbenware, 16 l.; 2 large glass lallterns, 35 8• 

1 glass drainer, 10 s.; 1 largLe sugar-box, 15 s. 
Measures, gallons, quarts and pints -
1 stable ian tern, 5 s.; 1 dozen decanters, 458. 
:2 dozen wine-glasses, 15 s.; 3 dozen tumblers, 18s. 
Spiritllous liquors, 22l.; 1 barrel beer, 25 s. 
1 barrel cider, ] 8s.; 10 kegs, 1 l. 17 s. 6 d. 
8 whiskey alld beer barrels, 308.; 3 boxes !l'l1d tubs, 0i s. -
1 stove and pipes, lot. lOS.; 1 boiler, 30 s. - -
1 large baking oven and other pans 
2 dozen knives and forks, 30 s.; 1 dozer: silver tea-spoons, 40S• -

~ dozen common spoons, 10 S.; 1 sword, 4-0s, -
Money in the bar 
7 axes, 3l. lOS.; :2 Bibles, 15l. ISS. 

1 surveying book and <.:aSf: of instruments 
1 TestalIlent and other books 
1 ~et Hearns, 15 S.; 1 set fire amI smoothing irons, 15 s. 
Z hogs, 6l.; fowls, 4l. 10 s. 
I double sleigh and box, 8l.; 1 pile wood, 5 l. -
:2 harrows, 3l.; 1 barrel salt, 1 ~ s. 6 d. -
1 ne\\' panel and 6 sashes and glass -
13 barrels plaster 
1 barrel apples, 108.; 4 pickaxes, 30 s. 
Flour, potatoes and meat -
'2 steel shovels, 15 s.; 1 sign, 6 l. lOS. 

EVIDENCE on Claim of William Burrows. 

£. 

15 

£. s. d. 
2 9 -
5 12 

4 7 
7 10 

7 8 
6 10 

4 10 -
5 
4- 7 6 

40 
9 16 -

39 
:35 

7 .5 
'2 15 
2 7 2 

12 

13 ]0 -
5 10 

4 9 c, 
.) 

7 10 -
6 10 

17 15 
.5 

- is 
:2 10 
1 ]" 

'-' 
" .. 5 -,) 

:2 1 -.) 6 
4 }-

I 
1:2 

+ 15 
,> 10 c, 
:2 10 '-
4 

19 ,J 

7 
.J 10 

1 10 -
10 10 

13 '. 1:2 0 .:-
':2 10 

8 '2 ° -2 

4 15 
7 .5 -

448 9 5 

William Burrows, the claimant, sworn.-A claim was submitted by him to the House of 
Assembly last session, amounting to threp hundred and some odd pounds. The claim he 
now submits is for 448l. 9s. Sd. 

The previous claim was as stated in the Report of the Committee £. s. d. 
30 4 7 6 
144 1 II 

of the Assembly - - - -
The difference between the two, being -

£. 448 9 5 

'He endeavours to account for this large difference between the two claims mad'?, from the 
fact, that the one'submitted to the As~embly being called for in a hurry, and being handed 
in without having sufficient time to lecall to recollection all the things which were destroyed 
in the house, it did not contain many items which have since been recalled to his recolle<.:
tion; of the items contained in the claim 1I0W made, deponent swears that most of them 
are within his own knowledge as baving been in the house at the time it was burned 
by the rebels; he states with certainty the following :-

All the clothes belonging t.J himself; the beds, beuding, and bed furniture; the eartben
'ware; ordinary house-furniture; liquors and bar-furniture; and generally to the other 
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items ~tateJ in tIle account, with the exception of his wife's clothing. The table line n 
SPOOIIS and some few other things which were particularly in his wife's charge, and more 
undt'r her observation. The house was fitted lip and furnished for the purposes of an 
inn. Seven heds were made up in the house for the accommodation of persolls ~al1ing. 
The bar was supplied in the ordinary way with liquors of various kinds. Some of the 
articles enumerated were burned in the barn or stable adjoining the house, by the destruc
tion of the bouse when fired by the rebels; all bis property contained in it at the time was 
totally lost to hi1]1. 

For m<lny of the articles contained in the statement of claim he had paid the accounts 
of tla<iesmen and others, and had their receipts for tbe amount paid; these documents, as 
well :15 his other papers, were destroyed in the house; for several items he had paid ready 
monty, and for some of them be yet remains indebted. Of the earthenware, cbarged at 
16l., he recollects one blue dinner set for which he paid 71. ; there were various other articles 
neee-s[Jry ill such a house, such as common plates and dishes, tea-services, mugs and 
measures of different sorts. The glass ware, he states, was of the usual descript:on for 
an inn, and the items charged he believes to he truly stated. The stock of liquors in his 
bar at thco time of the burning consisted oj' various kinds. Brandy, gin, whiskey, some 
wine contained in kegs and small barrels. The money in the till he had not counted for 
two ur three days previou;, but on looking at it on tile morning of tbe burning, he recol
lecb t!:at it consist<:d of bank bills, silver and small challgt', and from ordinary leceipts of 
the hOllse, he verily believes the amount to be reasonably stated. 

To the best of his j(!lowledge and belief, the items contained in this his claim are fairly 
and truly stated, that they were destroyed by the fire, and are a total luss to him, amI the 
price~ charged are just and true. 

(signed) tv'" Burrows. 

S\\Ortl before us, at Toronto, this 6th February 18S9' 

(signed) Alexander Wood'i 
Robert Stanton, lCommissioners. 
Thomas Carjrae,1 

:frlal'lJ B1l7TOU'S, sworn.-Is the wife of the claimant William Burrows. The house in 
which they resided [Jnd kept an inn, was Dumed by the rebels in December 1837, and all 
their pr'lperty contained in it, and the adjoining stabie and barn, were totally destroyed 
und lost to them in consequence. She wa5 herself not allowed to save any article, even 
of he\' own clothing-, anel she was compplIeel to leave the house to its fate; tbe 
whole of her own clothes were destroyed by the fire; it cunsistEd of an ample and com
fortable stock mostly purcha:,ed for her by her parents when leaving England about eighteen 
months before; many of the articleJ1 were yet new as when purchased, not having had 
occ3:;ioll to make lise of them; some of them were purchased in Toronto, both before and 
after her marriage to Burrows, and these are charged in statement of claim Cit the prices 
actll;,lly paid for thElu, and had been but little in use. 

Thl' deponent flll ther swears that the several articles being llOW called over to her, are 
those actually loot, and that their value is truly and jnstly state,l, having personal know
ledge of the prices paid for nearly the whole of them. The inn they kept was supplied 
witil tile usual bed and table linen, for mo~t of which she made the purchases. The bed 
linen consisted of the necessary (l) ticles; sheets, pillows and bolster cases, sufficient for 
making up Dnd h[Jving change for the number. of beds they made up, which were seven in 
mllli ber, "i: h feathe!' beds aud mattresses to each. The table linen consisted of diaper 
tablt:-clotils, hand towels, bed-room towels, and towels for kitchen and common use. There 
wei e ~e\"eral bed counterpanes, cotton and worsted. The table and bed linen were procured 
IDo-tly by herself. 

The articles of beel and table linen and furniture are read over to the deponent; she 
knu\\'s that the number:; uf each as stated were in the hOllse at the time of the fire, and 
destroyed, and baving buseH' purchased several of the articles for the use of the house, 
belic\es them to be truly stated as to quantities and prices. 
, '[i.e knin-s and forks, spoons and kltcben utensils, baking ovens, pans and olher kitchen 

fUrtJilllfe, she knows to be truly stated. Their house was newly built; a large building; 
they had been in occupation for about 11 months, when it was destroyed by the rebels. 
:rllfY h~d moved into it immediately after t?eir marriage, and commenced fitting it up as an 
Inn. Tne bUllse, tor thl~ purpose \V~s comfoltably furnished, and provided in all re~pects as 
t~ bedding, fUll1lture, kllchen utenSils, bar room, and the usual requ'lsites in a bouse of that 
~llJd. The purcbases wt:fe all of new articles, and baving been not more than 11 months 
m use were nearly as good as new; some of them had not been at all u5ed. The whole was 
lost by tbe destruction of tbe hOllse by the rebels. 

(signed) Mary Burrows. 

Sworn before us, at Toronto, this 6th February 1839. 

(signed) Alexander lVood, I 
Robert Stallton'f l.Commissioners. 
Thomas Carfrae, 

.Ed.mard 
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Edward Foley, sworn.-Is keeper of the east toll-gate at the Don; resided at the toll
house in December 1837, when the rebels approached towards Toronto; on their advance, 
he, with some other persons, retreated into the city; it was subsequently that the premises in 
question were fired; his residence was near that of the claimant, William Burrows, who 
kept an inn in the house built by Mr. Washburn; had frequent opportunities of personally 
witnessing tbe manner in which the house was provided and furnished by Burrows for this 
purpose; it was well and comfortably furnished as a ret>pectable country inn. It was a 
large house, two stories in height, and ,-,auld require a considerable quantity of furniture 
to enable Burrows to keep it properly and respectably; and in this respect, having' been 
his near neighbour all the time he was there, he had not he:ud of, nor does he believe there 
could be any ground of complaint, as the character of Burrows and his wife was such as in 
his opinion to preclude any ground for complaint; it was a respectflble, comfortable, and 
well-kept house. 

(signed) Edward Fole!!. 

SW0fl1 before us, at Toronto, this 8th February 1839' 

(signed) Alexander Wood'l 
Robert Stanton, .Commis8ioners. 
Thomas Carjme,j 

No. 5.-CLAIM of Nicholas BU1Tows. 

December i, 18.'37' 
MEMORAN DUM of Apparel and Clothing belonging; to Nicholas Bun'ozos, lost and destroyed 

in the Dwelling-house owned by the Washburn Estate, and occupied by William 
Burrows. 

£. s. d. 
3 suits clothing -
1 working ditto, moleskin 
10 linen shirts, 62 s. 6d.; 2 cotton ditto, 12 s. 6 d. 
3 hats, 30 s.; 1 pair shoes, 10 s,; 1 pair boots, 11 s. 3 d. 
13 pair woollen stockings, 30 s.; 3 silk handkercliiefs, 7 s. 6 d. 
2 pair mu~lin handkerchiefs, 3 s. 8 cotton ditro, 8 s. -
11. summer jacket, 15 s.; 1 pair linen trowsers, 10 s. 
lover-coat, 40 s.; '2 razors, 5 s.; '2 ditto strops, 3 s. 6 d. 
1 Bible, '2 s. 6 d.; 1 prayer-book, 5 s.; '2 vests, 15 s.; 1 chest, 25 s. 
Puwder-flask, shot-belt and wad-cutter 
1 screw-driver and nipple-wrench 

15 
3 
3 
" 

1 

-
1 

:2 

:2 

15 
1 1 ;) 

17 6 
11 

.5 
8 6 
7 6 
7 
2 6 

-----
£,33 5 :3 

Nicholas Burrows maketh oath and saith, tbat the particulars of the above account are 
truly stated, and that the prices charged are reasonable. 

(signed) Nicholas BUTTOWS. 

Sworn before me, at Toronto, this 28th May 1838. 

(signed) James Fitzgibbon, J. P., Home District. 

Ev] DENCE on Claim of Nicholas Burrows. 

Nicholas Burrows, the claimant, sworn.-The statement of claim now handed in by hilll 
and sworn to before James FitzGibbon, Esq., on 28th May 1838, contains a true and 
correct account of the articles lost by him in tile house of his brother Will. Burrow,.;, wben 
fired by the rebels in December 1837. His bro~her's house was his usual home \\hen nut 
employed at work at a distance; he kept his clothing there in a chest; the articles 
enumerated be so left in the bouse in December 1837, and has no doubt they were tbere 
and consumed by the fire; bas resided in this counLry rather more than two years; came 
from England; previous to leaving h?me, he f~urchased his stock of clothing; they are 
justly stated in his claim as to quantities and prices. 

(signed) Nicholas BUTl'01VS. 

Sworn before us, at Toronto, this 6th February 1839, 

(signed) Alexander fVood, 1 
Robert Stanton, J Commissioners. 
Thomas Carjrae. 

William Burrows, swom.-Nicholas Burrows is his brother, and made deponent's house 
his ordinary home; ~e kept his clothes th~re in a chest; at the time. of. the house being 
fired by the rebels, hiS brother's chest was Jl1 one of the rooms, and with Its contents, con-

253. C 4 sisling-, 
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sisling, as deponent believes, of the clothing claimed for, was totally de.stroyed by the fire; 
has no doubt, from having often seen the chest opened, thnt its contents are truly stated as 
set forth in his brother's claim. 

(signed) Wm. Burl'ou.;s. 

Sworn before us, at Toronto, this 6th February 1839. 
(signed) Alexander Wood, 1 

Rubert Stanton, J~ Commissioners. 
Thomas Carfrae. 

No. G.-CLAI1Il of lIfichaelllfllrnall. 

ESTBlATE of tbe Value of the Articles of Clothing, &c., the Property of Michael lI:l11rnall, 
destroyed in the House of R. C. Horne, Esq.,Lby tbe Rebels, 5th December 183i. 

'2 hats and 1 fur cap, '27s.; 3 pail' trowsers 305. 

I pair shoes, 95.; 1 pair boots, lOS.; 2 razors, 5S. 

1 look ing-glass, 1 s.; 2 clotbes brushes, ':: s.; 1 chest, 5 s. 
'2 pocket-knives, 2S. 6d.; 4 pair stockings, 48. -
4 shirts, 15S.; 2 pair drawers, 5s. -
'2 silk handkerchiefs, 55.; 4 shirt collars, 45. 
3 vests, 5S.; 3 pair gloves, 75. 6d. 
'2 pair of gaiters, '25. 6d.; 1 night-cap, IS.; 3 books, 38. 6d. 

""Vilness. 
(signed) 

(signed) 

John Develin. 

EVIDENCE on Claim of 2Wicltael ]}IllTnan. 

£. 8. d. 
2 17 

4 
8 
6 6 

9 
12 6 
7 

£. 7 4 

his 
jJEclzael X lI:luTnan. 

mark. 

Mic7welllfztrlwll, tIle claimant, sworn.-\Vas living as servant to Dr. Horne in December 
1837, when his house was fired by the rebels; he was in the hUllse when the rebels forced 
into it, against his will; when the house was fired, he endeavoured to be allowed to save 
some of the things as well as his own clothing, which was refused, because, as they said, he 
had resisted or refused to admit them \yiliingly; he escaped from them and got into the 
city immediately. The statement in bis claim is just and true, the items being priced at 
less than their first cost value. 

Sworn before 115, at Toronto, this 6th February 1839 
(first read and explained to the Deponent). 

(signed) Alexander TVood, 1 
Robert Stanton, . Commissioners. 
Thomas CaTfme, J 

No. 7.-CLAIM of Jane Milligan. 

his 
lI:lichaeL X Murnan. 

maIko 

EST I M ATE of the Vaiue of the Articles of Clothing, &c., tbe Property of Jane Milligan, 
destroyed in the HOllse of R. C. Horne, Esq., by the Rebels, on the 5th December 1837. 

3 print frocks, 105.,305.; 4 petticoats, at 5s., '205. 

I umbrella, 6s.; 4 chemises, 35., 1'25. 

'2 pair stays, 58.; 4 aprons, 4s.; 4 silk handkerchiefs, 208. 
1 veil, 65.; 4 lace caps, 15s.; 8 pair hose, 16s. 
3 pair shoes, '205.; 1 pair boots, lOS.; 1 fur tippet, 125. 6d. 
3 pair silk gloves, 6 s.; 1 chest, 1 ~ s. 6d.; 1 basket, '2 S. -

Ribbons, 15s.; 3 lace caps, 15S. 
1 Bible, 55.; 1 book, 7s. 6d.; in money, 9l. 

Witness. 
(signed) John Develin. 

(signed) 

£. s. d. 
2 10 

18 
1 9 
1 17 
2 '2 6. 
1 6 
1 10 

9 12 6 

£. 20 19 6 

her 
Jane X Milligan. 

mark. 

EVIDENCE 
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EVIDENCE on Claim of Jane Milligan. 

Jane Millif/.an, the claimant, swom.-Was living as servant to Dr. Horne in December 
1837, ,,:ben Ius hc.>use was fired by the rebels; the whole of her clothing in the hOllse, as 
s"tated 111 her cl.alm, was destroyed by the fire, togeth er with 91. in money, in bank bills. 
She can read print, and to the best of her belief there were 15 dollars in notes of the bank 
of Upper Canada, and the remaindp.r of the 91. in Co mmercial Bank and Montreal notes. 
The articles and prices set forth in her claim are justly and reasonably stated, being put at 
under first cost to her. 

(signed) 
her 

Jane X Milligan. 
mark. 

Sworn to before us, at Toronto, this6th February 1839 (first read and explained to deponent). 

(signed) A lexander Wood, 1 
Robert Stanton, jCommissioners. 
TllOmas Carfrae, 

01'\ Claim of Michael Murnan and Jane 1I1illigan. 

Robert C. Horne, swom.-Knows the claimants, Michael Murnan an(l Jane Milligan; 
they were living as servants in his house at the time of its destruction by the rebels in 
December 1837; he has no doubt of the correctness of the statements made in their seve
ral claims; that their clothing was destroyeu at the time; a few days previous he saw some 
money in bank notes in the possession of Jane Milligan, but does not know the exact 
amount. 

(signed) R. C. Horne. 

Sworn before us, at Toronto, this 6th February 1839' 

(signed) Alexander TVood'l 
Robert Stanton, ! Commissioners. 
Thomas Carfrae,_ 

No. 8.-CLAlM of Clarke Gamble, Esq., as Acting Executor and Trustee of the Estate 
of the late Benjamin 'Whitney, and Guardian to his Heirs. 

Sir, Toronto, 29 January 1839. 
As acting executor and trustee of the estate of the late Benjamin Whitney, and guar

dian to his heirs, I beg to lay before the Board, of which you are chairman, the following 
claim for property belonging to the said estate, destroyed in the dwelling-house of 
R. C. Horne, esg., on the 5th December 1837, when the same was fired by the rebels and 
totally consumed. 

The property lost consisted of household furniture, bed and bedding, books, plate and 
t.:hina, together with wearing apparel, estimated, al a low value, at 1 '25l. 

The particulars further I am unacquainted with, but I beg to refer you 10 the evidence of 
R. C. Horne, esq., who can give you all the information required by your Board. 

Alexander Wood, Esq. 
Chairman, Board of Claims. 

Books 
Clothes 

Memorandum of Loss. 

Furniture, Plate and Chitla 

I have, &c. 

(signed) C. Gamble. 

£. s. d. 
50 - -
25 
50 

£. 125 

EnDENCE on Claim of Clarke Gamble, Esq. 

Robert C.Horne, Esq., sworn.-The amount of claim here set forth was incllH1ed in a claim 
made by tbe deponent, the articles lost being in his hOllse when destroyed by the rebels in 
December 1837; this amount is now deducted from his claim. The articles destruyed were 
the property of tbe estate of the late Mr. Whitney, and consisted of boob, furni ture, 

"plate, china and clothing, belonging to his children. It is not in deponent's power, from 
253. D recollection, 
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recollection, to particularise the several items of property lost; they were . gen~r~lly valu
able, and the amount claimed, as stated at 125l., he has every reason to believe IS Justly set 
forth, and, to the best of his knowledge and belief, under the actual value of the same. 

(signed) R. C. Horne. 

Sworn to before us, at Toronto, this 6th February 1839. 
(signed) Alexander WOOd,} 
. Robert Stanton, Commissioners. 

Thomas Carfrae, 

Toronto, 23 February 1839. 

(Certified. ) 
(signed) Alexander Wood'l 

Robert Stanton, [Commissioners. 
Thomas Carfrae, 

ACCOUNT of DISBURSEMENTS incurred and payable by the Commis;.ioners, under the 
Statute 1 Vict., c. 13, between 26th September 1838 and 22d February 1839. 

DATE. 

1838 : 
October - 5 
November- 22 

December - 10 

" 14 
1839 : 

January 2 

" - 7 
" - 17 
" - 21 

" 30 

February - 2 

" 
- 22 

FOR WHAT. 

2 Blank Minute Books, 6/3 
Postages 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Allowance to Mr. John Laing, as Clerk 
to the Board, for attendance, entering 
Minutes alld making copies 

£. 

AMOUNT. 

£. s. d. 
- 12 6 

4! 
9 

- 10 ~~ 

1 8 
9 

2 3 
9 
9 

- - 11 

7 10 -

9 1 

Amounting to Nine pounds one shilling currency. 

(signed) Alexander Wood'l 
Robert Stanton, fCommissioners. 
Thomas Carfrae, 

Enclosure 2, in No.5. 

STATEMENT of ~OSSES which certain Inhabitants of Upper Canada have suffered from 
the Acts of Plratlcai Band 5, armed and organized in the United States of America. 

No. NAMES. 

1. Sufferers by the invasion of Point Pelee Island 
2. Owners of steam-boat" Sir Robert Peel" 
3. George Aulcljo, esq., destruction of steam-boat 

" Sir Robert Peel" - - . - -
4. James Holditch, esq., destruction of steam-boa~ 

" Sir Robert Peel" - - - -
5. Duncan Fraser, esq., destruction of steam-boat 

" Sir Robert Peel" - - - - -
6. James M'Donnell, destruction of steam-boat 

" Sir Robert Peel" 
7. Owners of the" Thames" steamer -
8. Sufferers at Prescott by the invasion of the 

brigands -
9. T. L. Ritter, by the incursion of the brigands 

at Windsor - -

AMOUNT. 

£. s. d. 
1,067 4 10 

12,737 2 5 

3,252 17 6 

1,000 

125 10 8 

13 15 -
4,500 

1,388 8 7 

32 7 7 6 

-No. 6.-
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-No. 6.-

Sir J. Colborne's Despatch, 8 May 1840, No. 69, in reply to Lord Normanby's 
Despatch, 25 February 1839; vide p. 5. 

Encloses First and Second Reports of the Commissioners appointed in Lower 
Canada, under the Ordinance 1 Viet. c. 7, to jnquire into the Losses sustained 
during the late Rebellion; also, of the Names of Persons who claimed com
pensation before the said Commissioners, and the amount of their claims. 

Already printed for Parliament; vide Paper No. 483, 13 July 1840. 

-No. 7.-

CAP. 35.--AN ORDINANCE to extend the Provisions of the Ordinance therein 
mentioned to the Losses sustained by certain loyal Inhabitants of this 
Province during the Rebellion 'which has occurred since the passing of the 
said Ordinance. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to extend the provisions of the Ordinance hereinafter 
mentioned to certain cases which have arisen since the passing thereof; Be it 
therefore ordained and enacted, by his Excellency the Governor of the Province 
of Lower Canada, by and with the advice and consent of the Special Council for 
the affairs of the said Province, constituted and assembled by virtue of and under 
the authority of an Act of the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, passed in the first year of the reign of Her present Majesty, 
intituled, " An Act to make temporary Provision for the Government of Lower 
" Canada," and it is hereby ordained and enacted, by the authority of the same, 

. That the several enactments and provisions of the Ordinance passed in the first 
year of ReI' Majesty's reign, chapter seven, intituled, " An Ordinance to authorize 
" the Appointment of Commissioners to investigate the Claims of certain loyal 
" Inhabitants of this Province for Losses sustained during the late unnatural 
" Rebellion," shall be and are hereby extended to all losses which may have 
been sustained by any of Her Majesty's loyal subjects in this province during 
the unnatural rebellion which has occurred since the time of the passing of the 
said Ordinance; and the Commissioners appointed, or who may hereafter bE: 
appointed under the authority thereof, may and shall inquire into the losses last 
mentioned, and into the means which may be possessed by the parties who mav 
have occasioned such losses to indemnify the sufferers; and the legal recourse 
which the said sufferers may have against the said parties, in the manner and form, 
and under the provisions of the said Ordinance, with regard to the losses thereill 
mentioned; and any person who shall wilfully or corruptly give false e,·idcnce 
in any examination on oath before the said Comlllissioners, under the provisions 
of the said Ordinance, as hereby extended, shall be guilty of pel:jury. 

(signed) J. Colborne. 

-No.8.-

No.6. 

NO·7· 

The enactments of 
the Ordinance, 
1 Vic. c. 7, extended 
to all losses sus
tained by loyal 
subjects since the 
time of the passing 
thereof, 

Pel'bOllS giyill~: 
false ("'idc'nee on 
oath shall 1)(' guilty 
of peljury. 

CHAP. 6s.-AN ACT to make provision for the Payment of certain Losses, N 8 
sustained by sundry Individuals therein named.-(Passed 11th May 1839.) 0, • 

WHEREAS during the last session of the Legislature of this Province, the Preamble. 
claims of sundry inhabitants thereof, for losses during the late insurrection, 
have been duly investigated by the Commissioners appointed under the Act 
passed during the said session, intituled, "An Act to authorise the appointment of 
.. Commissioners to investigate the Claims of certain Inhabitants of this Province, 
" for Losses sustained during the late unnatural Rebellion," who have l'eported 
thereupon, and it is expedient to make provision for the satisfaction of such 
claims: Be it therefore enacted, by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and Assembly of the 
Province of Upper Callada, constituted and assembled by vil'tue of and under 
the authority of an Act passed in the Parliament of Great Britain, intituled, 
H An Act to repeal certain parts of an Act passed in the fourteenth year of his 

253. D 2 " Majesty's 
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" Majesty's reign, intitulcd, 'An Act for making more effectual provision fOI
" , the Government of the Province of Quebec, in North America, and to make 
" • further provision for the Government of the said Province,'" and by the 

peben~ul'cs to be authority of the same, That immediately aftel' the passing of this Act, it shall 

l
lssueddm :payment of and may be lawful for the Receiver-general of this Province to issue debentures 
osses urmg thl' • • h b' f h' P' I l' [' I Rebellion. to the followmg persons, m a Itants 0 t IS rovmce, W lOse c anus lor osses 

Amount, &c., aml 
pel'iod for l'C

(lemption of sHeh 
debentures. 

No.9. 
Lieut.-Governor 
Sir George Arthur, 
K. c. H., to the 
Marquis of 
Normanby, 
li 1 [May 1839. 

KlCl. in NO.9. 

uuring the insurrection, in the month of December, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, have been investigated by the Com
missioners appointed under the before recited Act, for the amount of their 
several and respecti ve claims, a~ allowed by the said Commissioners, which claims 
are as follows; that is to say, Robert Charles Horne, esquire, the sum of two 
thousanu one hundred and twenty-seven pounds eighteen and nine-pence; 
Clarke Gamble, esquire, trustee to the estate of the late Benjamin 'Vhitney, 
esquire, the sum of one hundred and twenty-five pounds; Michael Murnan, the 
sum of seven pounds four shillings; Jane Mulligan, the sum of nine pounds; 
Mistress 'Vashburn, the sum of one thousand two hundred and twenty-one pounds 
six shillings and five-pence; Michael Burrough, the sum of thirty-three pounds 
five shilling and three-pence; William Burrough, the sum of three hundred 
and fiftv pounds; J. Stafford for O. Stafford, the sum of one hundred and thirty
three l;ounds; James Stafford, the sum of thirty-six pounds five shillings; 
J. Detchman, the sum of sixty pounds four shillings. 

II. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the said deben
tures may be issued to the said individuals, in such amounts as the said Receiver
general may deem expedient, and shall bear interest at the rate of six per 
centum per annum, and be redeemable at the expiration of twenty years from 
the time of issuing the same, and bear date from tile first day of January last. 

-No. 9.-
(No. 10:2.) 

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir G. Arthur, K. c. H., to 
the Marquis of Nonnanby; dated Upper Canada, Toronto, 11 May 1839. 

" I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship, to be laid at the foot of the 
" Throne, the following Addresses to Her Majesty, from the Parliament of Upper 
" Canada. 

"An Address from the House of Assembly, praying that the Provincial 
" Legislature may be inuemnified from the Imperial Treasury for such advances 
" as may be made from provincial funds as compensation to individuals in 
" Upper Canada, who have sustained losses in consequence of the rebellion, and 
" of the repeated invasions of the province by American citizens." 

Enclosure in No.9. 

TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

Most GracioHs Sovereign. 
'WE, Your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects; the Commons of Upper Canada, in Pro

vincial ParliaLD:nt assembled, heg leave humbly to represent to Your Majesty, that during 
the present sessIOn we have had presented to us Yery numerous petitions from our consti
tuents, praying to be remunerated for losses amI injuries sustained by them in consequence 
of the late unnatural rebellion in this province, as well ;;s from a series of unparalleled 
invasions and agfrressions by the subjects of a neiahbouring republic, professing to be at 
peace with Your Majesty 0 ~ 

Knowing, a~ we do, the urgency of the demands thus made upon us, we have to the utmost 
of our power provided for their speedy payment, notwithstanding the embarrassell state of 
our finances, and the conviction that they are charges which, to a great extent, are not 
such as should be made upon our provincial revenue. And we a5sure Your Majestv, that 
nothing but the knowledge of tbe pres:;ing want of our loyal fellow-subjects who ha~e thus 
suffered would have induced us to consider claims which. we humbly submit, should for 
the ~reater .rart be. paid b~c the Imperial Government, which alone h,as the power to compel 
foreIgn natIOns to mde~nl1Y those who may su~er ~rom the ~ggre~slOns c:>f their subjects • 
. W~, however, rely with confidence on the Justice and IntegrIty which have ever dis

tmgUlshed the Sovereigns of the powerful empire to which it is our pride to owe ailegiance' 
and 
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and feel assured that when we shall have ascertained the amount and character of the 
various demands which we may be called upon to satisfy, Your l\tJajesty will be graciously 

,pleased to cause the same to be reimbursed to us from tbe Imperial Treasury. 

Commons HOllse of Assembly, 
4th day of May 1839. 

(No. 69.) 

(signed) Allan .1V. MacNab, Speaker. 

-No. lO.-·· 

COpy of a DESP A l'CH from the Marquis of Norrnanby to Sir George Arthur. 

Sir, Downing-street, 27 June 1839. 
I HAVE had the honour to lay before The Queen the Address from the House 

of Assembly of Upper Canada, praying, that the advances which ha\'e been 
made from the Provincial Treasury as compensation to individuals who have 
sustained losses in consequence of the late rebellion, and of the repeated 
invasions of Upper Canada by American citizens, may be repaid from the 
Imperial revenue. 

The Queen commands me to instruct you to express to the Assembly Her 
Majesty's regret, that she cannot hold out any prospect that Parliament will 
grant the indemnity to the Provincial Treasury proposed in this Address. In 
undertaking the whole charge of the military defence of the Province, Parlia
ment has subjected the revenue of this Kingdom to a burthen of very great 
extent and pressure; and it does not appear to The Queen prohable that the 
House of Commons would think it just towards ttte people of this country 
to subject them to the additional charge contemplated by the House of 
Assembly. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Normanby. 

-No. 11.-

(No. 20.) 

EXTRACTS of a DESPATCH from Lord John Russell to Lieutenant-Governor 
Sir GeoTge Al't!nl1'; dated Downing-street, 12 October 18:39. 

No. 10. 
Marquis of ?\ c·l'
manLy to 
Sir George Arthu r, 
'l.7 June I8;i')· 

?\O.11. 

HER Majesty's Government having had under their consideration your several Lord JOhil nu',cll 
despatches of the numbers and dates noted in the margin, containing' various t~ Lieut.·Gc\\Erno, 

. . 1 L . 1 f U C d 1 . ~ I' SIr GeorIT€ Anhur BIlls winch had been passed by t le egis ature 0 pper ana a ( lll'lng t leir last 1 'l. Octol~er 1 R.'~. 
Session, and 'which you had felt it your duty to reserve for the signification of) 
. ., 1 I h f . I . 1 lb' No 110, 14 :'IIal' 1".3'1, Her :Majesty s p eaSllre, ave now to url1ls 1 you WIt 1 suc 10 sen'atIOns as ,,118,1.-; ,,-

:your communications on these Bills appear to require, and to annonnce to you ,,13:, S .J,lIH· " 

the decision of Her Majesty upou them. s~p!~:r:., ~i .;;,Jy ',: 
The third Bill to be considered is that intituled, "An Act to ascertain and 

" provide for the Payment of all just Claims arising from the late Rebellion and 
" Invasions of this Province." 

To this Bill, in its present form, I fear that Her Majesty's Assent cannot be given. 
Her Majesty's Government readily concur in the propriety of the measure 

which it is the object of the Bill to effect, but they cannot undertake the obliga
tion which, if it were sanctioned, would be imposed upon them by the preamble 
of the Bill, of providing ultimately for the payment of this indemnity from the 
British Treasurv. Such a principle Her Majesty's Government are not prepared 
to recognize, n~ither, if it were otherwise, would it be of any avail, unless ''lith 
the previous sanctiOl~ of Parliament. .., . . 

Should a similar BIll be passed for thIS Important object, free from the objectIOn 
which I have pointed out, Her Majesty will be ready to concur in the enactment 
of it. 

.253· D3 ~No. 12.--
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Right Hon. 
C. Poulett Thom
son to Lord John 
Russell, 
15 February 1840. 

Enc!. in No. 12. 

~ Scr Page 28. 

24 PAPERS RELATING TO COMPENSATION 

-No. 12.-
(No. 53.) 

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from the Right Honourable C. Poulett Thomson 
to Lord John Russell; dated Toronto, 15 February 1840. 

(Answered 15 July 1840, No. 184~, p. 26.) 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship, in order that they may be 
laid at the foot of the Throne, seven Addresses to Her Majesty, adopted by the 
House of Assembly during their last session. 

No. J. Praying that Great Britain will assume the charge of indemnifying the 
sufferers by the insurrection. 

Enclosure in No. 12. 

TO THE QI.lEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

M 05t Gracious Sovereign, 
WE, Your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commo~s of Upper Canada, ill P.r?

\incial Parliament assembled, beg leave to renew to Your MaJesty our assurance of dutIful 
and loyal attachment to Your Majesty's person and Throne. . 

We beg, further, humbly to call to Your Majesty's attention, that during the last sessIOn 
of the Legislature an Act was passed and reserved for the signification of Your Majesty's 
pleasure, intituled, "An Act to ascertain and provide for the Payment of all just Claims 
" arising from the late Rebellion and Invasion of tbis Province." 

1'I1at during this Session we have beel) informed, by message, from tbe Right honourable 
the Governor-general, that .vour Majesty's Government felt it impossi ble to advise Your 
Majesty to assent to the Bill, because the terms of the preamble conveyed a pledge that 
the charge of this indemnity should be ultimately borne by the British Treasury, which was 
considered to involve a principle too important to be incidelltally recognized, even if it were 
right to admit it at all, and the admission whereof by Your Majesty should, it is stated, be 
p~eceded by the sanction of the Imperial Parliament, but that a Bill for the same object, 
omitting the preamble, would at once receive the Royal Assent. 

Illfluenced by the pressing exigellcy of the case, and knowing the utter ruin which delay 
in making this indemnity will occasion to the sufferers within this Province, we have passed 
an Act* for tbeir particular relief; but we feel it our bounden duty humbly to address Your 
Majesty on the justice and propriety of relievine: Your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects 
in Upper Canada from the burden thus incurred. When the unprovoked aggressions and 
invasions of our shores by a foreign country (a country, too, professedly at peace with Your 
Majesty) first took place, Your Majesty's subjects in this province were left without the 
protectioll of any military force. The troops had been withdrawn for tbe safety of Lower 
Canada, and tbe apparently defenceless state of tbe province no doubt greatly encouraged 
tbe hopes of our im'aders. It is well known to Your Majesty bow and by whom the lawless 
invaders of Your Majesty'8 dominions bere were promptly met and repelled, and als0 how 
and by wbom the rebellion in this province was suppressed, and the loyalty and attachment 
of the Upper Canadian people vindicated from the aspersions of the disaffected to Your 
:vIajf'sty's Crown and person. 

Notwithstanding their defeat, the fugitive traitors from this province finding an asylum 
ill a neighbouring country, and receiving COllntetHlnce and a:;sistance from many of its 
inhabitants, contlt1ued their efforts a?-"ainst Your Majesty's royal authority; and on various 
occasions and at different places repeated invasions of the most hostile nature were made 
on Upper Canada by large bodies of citizen~ from ioreign countries at peace with Your 
Mlljesty, in connexion with tbe aforesaid trattors. 

In the earliest of their aggressions Your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects were left to 
their own courage and energies, without the aid of a sufficient regular military force to 
matntain Your Majesty's sovereignty in Upper Canada, and thrown upon their own resourceo, 
and in their strenuous and successful eiforts for such object the sacrifice and loss of property 
chiefly occurred, and for which indemnity is now (as we with all humility conceive) so 
justly claimed. 

'Ve respectfully submit to Your Majesty's most gracious consideration, that losses so in
curred, and sacrifices so made, should receive their indemnity from the empire in whose 
behalf they arose, and that the people whose zeal and loyalty alone exposed them to SUell 

hazard and loss, should not also be taxed to relieve the sufferers. 
W'e further humbly beg Your Majesty's gracious attention to the fact, that in providing 

from our own re:;ources for the pensioning of the wounded and of the widows and children 
of the slain in resisting those h.ostilities, we have shown our readiness to assume every 
reasonable charge, and that haVIng thus cheerfully met both the danger and loss arising 
from personal exert~on" we o~ght not to be left unassisted with regard to loss of propert}:-. 
After the late war With tbe United States, the Imperial Parliament authorized a payment 
to be made to sufferer~ from invasion; and we dutifullv submit that the reasons for that 
grant apply with increased force in support of the present applic:tion. 

We 



FOR REBELLION LOSSES IN CANADA. 2,5 

We therefore pray Your Majesty to take this matter into your 1110st favourabJe COIl

sideration, and to submit it to your Parliament with a recommendation in favour of our 
claims. 

Commons Honse of Assembly, 
4th day of February 1840. 

(No. 115.) 
-No. 13.-

Allan N. MacNab, 
Speaker. 

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from the Right Honourable C. P01J,lett Thomson to 
Lord John Russell; dated Government House, Montreal, 26 May 1840. 

(Received 17 June 1840.) 

" In my Despatch, No. 53,* I transmitted different addresses from the House 
of Assembly of Upper Canada, and stated that I should take an oPFortunity of 
referring more particularly to their contents." 

" The last address to which I need call your attention relates to the indemnity 
to sufferers from the late rebellion. The Legislature, as you are aware, passed 
an Act in the Session of 1839 for the payment of these claims, to which Her 
l\1ajesty's assent could not be given, because the terms of the preamble conveyed 
a pledge that the charge should be ultimately borne by the British Treasury. 
By your Lordship's instructions I was directed to inform the Legislature of the 
grounds on which this Bill was not assented to, and at the same time authorized 
to give my assent to any measure which was free from this objectionable proviso. 
The Legislature, during the last Session, passed an Actt by which authority was 
given to distribute as far as 40,0001. in payment of these claims; but I thought it 
my duty to reserve it for the signification of the Queen's pleasure, first to afford 
an opportunity for Her Majesty's Government to consider this address, and next 
on account of the financial state of the province. 

" Although the Legislature have voted a sum of t 40,000/., I have reason to 
believe that these claims, if properly sifted, might be covered by an actual pay
ment of not more than half their demand; whether greater or less, however, it 
is clear that if the Queen's assent be given to the Act passed last Session, the 
amount, whatever it be, can only be raised by adding' to the debt of the pro
vince. This I should think highly objectionable; the debt has been stated as 
it existed at the time the union was agreed to, and I should be very unwilling 
to add to it any fresh charge not absolutely called for. But in the present state 
of the credit of the province, it would, I believe, besides, be impossible to raise 
any such sum by debentures, except at an enormous sacrifice. I cannot, there
fore, recommend to Her Majesty's Government to assent to the Bill. 

" But the faith of thp. Government is undoubtedly pledged either to that or to 
affording the relief from the Imperial Treasury, which last course the ansvvers 
given to the Legislature do not absolutely refuse. However objectionable it may 
be in principle to make good losses of this description, there are circumstances 
connected with this transaction in Upper Canada which seem to call for an 
exception. The severe sufferings entailed upon the people of the province by its 
invasion from the States, sufferings which can be little compensated, after all, by 
any pecuniary payment, and the great sacrifices made by all classes of Her 
Majesty's subjects in defence of the rights of the Crown, establish a just claim 
upon the liberality of Parliament. The expense seems more justly to belong to 
the mother country, whose dominions were invaded and whose power was 
threatened, than to the colony itself. 

" Under these circumstances, the pledge given by the Crown, the impossibility 
of providing the means from the provincial funds, or from provincial crEodit, and 
the peculiar nature of the claim, I beg earnestly to recommend to the consider
ation of the Government the propriety of adopting this charge. If that be done, 
I would then take measures for securing the strictest scrutiny into the validity 
of the claims, and I entertain no doubt that if the investigation were properly 
conducted, under pe:rsons altogether unconnected with the province, the amount 
might be reduced to a very moderate sum, whilst the act of grace and generosity 
011 the part of Parliament would be highly felt and appreciated throughout 
Upper Canada." 
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No. 13. 
Right Hon. 
C. Poulett Thom
son to Lord John 
Russell, 
26 May 1840. 

"' Page 24. 

t Page 28. 

t Vide Upper 
Canada Act, 3 Vi(t., 
c. 76, p. 28. 
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Lord John Russell, 
to the Right Hon. 
C. P. Thomson, 
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Enel. 1, iT, No. 14. 
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1:l1cl. 2, in ~o. J4. 

1\0. 15. 
l.ord John H usselJ, 
to the Hight HOIl. 

C. P Thomson, 
15 July 18'1-0. 

PAPERS RELATING TO COMPENSATION 

- No. 14.-
(No. 1 84~.) 

COpy of a DESPATCH from Lord John Russell to the Right Honourable· 
C. P. Thomson. 

Sir, Downing-street, 15 July 1840. 
WITH reference to my Despatch of the 1st instant, No. 171,* I am now to 

acquaint yon, that the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury haviI!g had under 
their consideration the Act passed by the Legislature of Upper Canada in the last 
session, providing for the payment of claims arising from the late rebellion 
and invasion, together with the Address of the House of Assembly to Her 
Majesty, praying for compensation for the losses sustained by the province in 
consequence of those events, have decided that the circumstances under which 
the losses in question have been incurred were not such as to warrant an 
application to Parliament for the indemnity prayed for, and that there was not 
sufficient reason for objecting' to the allowance and confirmation of the provincial 
enactment on this subject. 

I enclose you extracts from their Lordships' two letters relative to the Act 
and Address, and have to add that the Order of Her Majesty in Council~ 
conveying Her Majesty's assent to the Act, will be forwarded by an early 
opportunity. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J Russell. 

Enclosure 1, in No. 14. 

EXTRACT of a Letter from C. E. Tl'evelyan, Esq., to James Stephen, Esq.; dated 
Treasury Chambers, 20 June 1840. 

\VITH respect to the Act, No. 1300,t to " Ascertain and Provide for the Payment of all 
"just Claims arising from the late Rebellion and Invasions of the Province," I am tt> 
request that you will state to Lord John Russell, that, as it appears to have been passed in 
accordance with the suggestions in a despatch addressed by his Lordship to Lieutenant
governor, Sir George Arthur, on the 12th October last,i and does not contain the reference 
to obligation, on the part of Her Majesty's Government, to provide from funds of this 
country for the satisfaction of the claims to which it relates, which had been objected to in 
the previous Act, my Lords have not seen reason to object to the allowance and confirmation. 
of it. 

Enclosure 2, in No. 14. 

EXTRACT of a Letter from C. E. Trevelyan, Esq., to James Stephen, Esq.; dated 
Treasury Chambers, 9 July 1840. 

My Lords having, also, duly considered the representations in the Address of the HOUSE; • 

of Assembly to Her Majesty, to which the Governor-general refers in his despatch respecting 
the Act first mentioned, I am commanded to request you will state to Lord John Hussell, 
that my Lords do not conceive that the circumstances under which the losses arising from 
the rebellion were incurred, were such as to warrant an application to Parliament for the 
means of indemnifying the sufferers at the expense of this country. My Lords, therefore, 
do not deem it necessary to add anything to the communication on the subject of the Pro
yincial Act, No. 1300, providing for the payment of claimants on this account, ·which wa3 
addressed by their direction to you on the 20th. 

- No. 15.-
(No. 184.) 

COpy of a' DESP ATCH from Lord John RusselL to the Right Honourable 
C. P. Thomson. 

Sir, Downing-street, 15 July 1840. 
THE House of Commons having presented an humble Address to The Queen, 

for a " Return of the names of the Commissioners appointed to investigate the 
"Claims of certain loyal Inhabitants of Lower Canada for LOE,ses sustained 

" oy 
• Stating that the Address of the Assembly on Rebellion Losses had been referred to the Treasury. 
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" by them during the late disturbances, the salaries received by them, and the 
" amount of their contingent expenses," and Her Majesty having been graciously 
pleased to command a compliance therewith, I have to desire that you will, 
without loss of time, furnish me with this Return to be laid on the table of the 
House. I have further to suggest that you will supply me with a similar Return 
for Upper Canada. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. Russell. 

-No. 16.-
(No. 167.) 

COpy of a D ESP ATCH from Lord Sydenham to Lord John Russell. 

My Lord, Government House, Montreal, 2 October 1840. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, in compliance with the instruction 

conveyed in your Despatch, No. 184,* of the 15th July last, a return containing 
the information required by the House of Commons with respect to the Com
missioners appointed to investigate the claims of certain loyal inhabitants of 
Lower Canada for losses sustained by them during the late disturbances. 

In further pursuance of your Lordship's instructions, I have directed that a 
similar Return may be furnished from Upper Canada·t 

I have, &c. 
(signed) SydeJiham. 

t Such Return does not appear to have been received fl'om Upper Canada. 

Enclosure in No. 16. 

LOWER CANADA. 

No. 16. 
Lurd Syd€:nham 
to Lord John 
Russell, 
2 October 1840 

.. See page 26. 

RETO~N oftbe NAMES of the COiIIMISSIONERS ~ppointed to investigate tbe Claims of certain loyal Ene!. in Ku. It 
Inbabltants of Lower Canada, for Losses sustal11ed by them during the late DIsturbal!cE's, the 
SALARIES received by them, and tbe Amount of their CONTINGENT EXPENSES. 

NAMES Period of Service. I Amount 
Amount 

I TOT"-\L of Allowance 
of of while I sm,,, ~d A 11." •• <0 

Commissioners. 
absent from for 

From To Salary. HOllie . each, Sterling. 

. ~ ~ 

\ 19 May 1838 
£. s. d. £. s. d. £. s. d. 

Pierre E. Leclere t - 26 Feb. 1839 254 14 - 45 18 - 300 12 -
E. A. Clarke - - ditto 15MaYI84° 654 6 - 409 10 - 1,063 16 -
Charles Tait - - ditto - ditto - 654 6 - 409 10 - 1,063 16 -
Charles S. Rodier § - '27 Feb. 1839 ditto - 399 12 - 344 14 - 744 6 -

Secretary: 
John C. Fisber - - 25 May 1838 30May 1840 662 8 - 400 10 - 1,062 18 -

Total Salaries and Allowances - - - 4,'235 8 -
Amount of Contingent Expenses - - - 1,10'2 3 9 

TUTAL, ~terling - - - £. 5,337 11 9 

t Resigned on 26 February 1839. § ApJ!ointed to succeed Mr. Leclere. 

Note.-The Salaries of tLe Commissioners and Secretary were 20 s. currency per diem eacb; and 
allowance of 20 s. currency per diem each while absent from home. 

Jos. Cary, 
Quebec, 21 August 1840. Insp. Gen. Pub. Accounts. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO COMPENSATION 

-No. 17.-

CHAP. 76.-AN ACT to ascertain and provide for the Payment of all just 
Claims arising from the late Rebellion and Invasion of this Province.-(Royal 
Assent promulgated by Proclamation, 22d October 1840.) 

Most Gracious Sovereign, 
'WHEREAS during the late unnatural rebellion, and on the several hostile 

invasions of and lawless aggressions upon this province, at various points, by 
foreigners and others from the United States of America, divers inhabitants of 
this province sustained much loss and damage by the destruction of their dwellings 
and other buildings and property, and by the seizure and carrying' away of 
their property by the rebels and invaders, and otherwise: And whereas others 
of the said inhahitants essentially contributed to the effectual defence of the 
province, by capturing many of the rebels and invaders, by advancing money and 
:.;upplying meat, drink, lodging, clothing, arms and accoutrements, and also con
.. eyances for the militia forces and otherwise, and by performing many important 
services in various ways, for which they haye not hitherto been paid or satisfied, 
and their claims and demands are still outstanding: And whereas it is just and 
expedient that all snch claims and demands should be paid and satisfied, after 
the same have been ascertained in the manner hereinafter mentioned: ,\Ve, 
Your'Majesty's dutiful and loyal subj('cts, the Commons of Upper Canacla, in 
Provincial Parliament assembled, therefore, humbly beseech Your Majesty that 
it may be enacted; And be it enacted by The Queen's most Excellent l\lqjesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and Assembly of 
the Province of Upper Canada, constituted and assembled by virtue of and under 
the authority of an Act paE'secl in the Parliament of Great Britain, intituled, 
" An Act to repeal certain Parts of an Act passed in the Fourteenth Year of his 
" l\lajesty's reign, illtitulecl, ' An Act for making more effectual Provision for 
" 'the Government of the Province of Quebec, in North America,' and to 
" make further Provision for the Government of the saiel Province," and by 
authority of the same, that from and out of the rates and duties now raised, 
levied and collected, or hereafter to be raised, levied and collected, and in the 
hands of the Receiver-general of this province, and unappropriated, there be 
granted to Her Majesty, Her heirs and successors, a sum not exceeding 40,0001., 
which said sum, not exceeding the said sum of 40,000 Z., shall be appropriated, 
applied and disposed of in the payment of all and every and so many and such 
of the claims or " sums allowed" in the third column of the schedules herein
after directed to be made out and delivered or sent to the Governor of this 
province, by the Commissioners to be appointed under this Act, and the same 
shall be paid under the warrants of the Governor, as hereinafter provided. 

II. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall and 
may be lawful for the Governor of this province, as soon as may be after the 
passing of this Act, by several Commissions under the great seal of this province, 
to appoint three Commissioners for each district of this province, one of whom 
shall have been a resident for at least one year within the district, whose duty 
it shall be to inquire into the losses sustained by Her Majesty's subjects and 
other residents within this province, during and in consequence of the late 
rebellion and invasions; and also into the said several claims and demands which 
have accrued in respect of any loss, destruction or damage of property occasioned 
by violence on the parts of brigands or pirates, on the waters of the lakes or 
ri,'ers dividing this province from the United States; and they or a majority of 
them shall ascertain, determine and allow the amount thereof respectively. 

III. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the said Com
missioners, before they enter upon the execution of the duties of their office, 
shall severally take an oath before anyone of Her Majesty's Justices of the 
Peace (which he is hereby authorized to administer), to the following effect: 
" I, A. B., do swear, that, according to the best of my skill and judgment, I 
" will faithfully, impartially and honestly execute the duties imposed upon me, 
" under and by virtue of an Act, intituled, ' An Act to ascertain and provide for 
" 'the Payment of all just Claims arising from the late Rebellion and Invasions 
" . of this Province,' without favour or affection, prejudice or partiality to any 
" person or persons whomsoever. So help me GOD." 

IV. And 
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IV. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that it shall and 
may be lawful to and for the said Commissioners, and they are hereby authorized 
to examine upon oath all persons whom they shall think fit to examine upon 
the several claims and demands, which may from time to ti me come before 
them, and touching all such matters and things as shall be necessary for the 
execution of the powers vested in them by virtue of this Act, which oath shall 
be in the following form, or to the following effect: "You, A. B., do swear, that 
" the evidence which you shall give upon the matter now before us shall be the 
" truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. So help you GOD;" and 
all persons whom they, 01' a majority of them, shall snmmon before yon are 
llereby directed and required personally to attend them, the said Commissioners, 
at such time and in such places as they shall from time to timo appoint. 

V. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the said Com
missioners aro hereby authorized to meet and sit from time to time at such two 
places (and at two places only) and for a period not exceeding six days at each 
sitting in each district, as they shall think proper, amI to send their precept 
under their hands for any person "whomsoever, and for such books, papers and 
writings as they may judge necessary for their informatioll, or the execution of 
the powers vested in them by this Act. 

VI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that a printed 
notice shall be published in the Upper Canada Gazette, anel in such news
papers in each district as the said Commissioners may respectively think fit, 
twice successively; and similar notices shall be posted or fixed up against the 
churches, meeting-houses and principal taverns in each county, at least three 
weeks previous to the said Commissioners holding their first meeting; which 
notice shall be in the following,' form, or to the following effect: " Public Notice 
" is hereby given, that ,ve, the undersigned Commissioners, appointed by hi." 
" Excellency the Governor (or Lieutenant-governor, as the case may be), to inves
" tigate all claims and demands against the Government of this province, for losses, 
" injuries, or otherwise arising out of the late rebellion and invasion of this pro
" vince, ,vill hold Ol~r first meeting at (naming the tavern or place)in the township 
" of in the county of on the day of 
" next, at nine o'clock in the forenoon; and our second meeting at (naming the 
"tavern or place) in the township of in the county of 
" on the day of next, at nine o'clock in the forenoon, 
" and we shall continue our sitting for a period not exceeding three successive 
" days at each place, and no longer; all farmers, merchants, tavern keepers, 
" teamsters, and all other persons who have any claims npon the country, will 
" punctually attend the several places and times above mentioned, with their 
" accounts, papers and witnesses, to prove and substantiate the same, or in default 
"thereof, their claims will for ever thereafter be excluded and barred. Given 
" under our hands, this day of 

:, A. B.) 
"(~ D lC .. " 

I. ./ Om1l11SSlOners. 
" E. F. 

VII. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in caSe any 
person, upon examination upon oath before the said Commissioners, or a majority 
of them, as before mentioned, shall wilfully and corruptly give false evidence, 
every such person so offending, and being duly convicted thereof, shall be and 
he is hereby declared to be subject and liable to such pains and penalties as by 
any law now in force, persons convicted of wilful and corrupt peljury are subject 
and liable. 

VIII. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that, before the 
said several Commissioners shall finally close their sittings, they, or any two of 
them, shall make out a schedule of all claims examined and allowed or rejected 
by them in the following form, or as near thereto as may be; which said sche
dule shall be in duplicate, and free from erasures or interlineations, and shall be 
signed by the said Commissioners, or any two of them: 

COlllluissionel's t 
examine per~ons 
oath touching 
claims, &c. 

Oath of "'itnesse 

"Titncs,;l''i SUlll

moned to attend 
COIlnnissiollcro, 

COll1missioners t( 
meet at tm) placi 
for six ,lap; each 
(sec 4 & ,5 \'iet., 
c. ;3D)~. L) 

:l\T (!t in' to 1)(, 2,i \~e 
In' Commi"i~ncl' 
ot' times anlll'hc 
of mertins"" 

False s\\"Cal'il1C!;, 
peljury. " 

Schcitule of claim 
allowed or rcj celt 
to be ma,le out b, 
COllllUi ,,,ionC'l's. . 

" We, the' undersigned persons, appointed by his Excellency the Governor FOl'lll of :3dlC,c1ulE 

" to examme, imqu.ir~ into, and allow or reject the claims or demands of the &c. 
" inhabitants of tme COWlty of in the district of 
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One copy of 
Schedule to be sent 
to the Governor, 
and another to be 
deposited with the 
District Treasurer. 

Disposition of 
evidence, papers, &c. 

Schedule to be 
laid before the 
Legislature. 

Commissioners to 
receive 20 s. pel' 
day, not exceeding 
fourteen days in 
anyone district. 
(see 4 & 5 Vic., 
~. 3D, s. 1.) 

'Va\Tants to be 
issued for payment 
of fees, &c., due to 
Commissioners, 

and for sums 
Illlowed to claimllllts. 

30 PAPERS RELATING TO COMPENSATION 

" this province, arising o~t of the late rebellion an.d invasions o.f this provmce, 
" and having sat at (nammg the tavern or place), III the townshIp of 
" in the said county, on the days of , and 
" at (naming' the town or place) in the township of , in the 
" same county, on the days of , and 
" havinO' carefully and diligently examined the under-mentioned persons, or their 
"witne~ses, and evidence, touching their several claims as aforesaid, do allow 
" such claims as we have not rejected altogether at the seyeral sums set opposite 
" the respective parties' names in the third column of the Schedule hereunder 
" written; (that is to say) 

Claimants' Names. Sums Claimed. Sums Allowed. Rejected altogether. 

£. s. d. £. s. d. £. s. d. 

" And we do hereby accordingly, by this writing under our hands, allow the 
" above several sums to be due and payable to the several parties or persons 
'- opposite to whose names such sums are respectively entered, as sums allowed in 
" the third column of the Schedule. 

" As witness our hands this day of 18 

"A. B.t 
" C. D. Commissioners." 
" E. F.J 

-, Witnesses" - (Two witnesses). 

IX. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the said Com
missioners, or any two of them, shall, as soon as possible after the determination 
of their sittings, examinations and proceedings, under and by virtue of this Act, 
seal up and send to his Excellency the Governor of this Province one part of their 
Schedule, and they shall deposit another part with the Treasurer of the district, 
who is hereby required to accept and receive the same; and they shall retain in 
their possession all the evidence, papers and vouchers taken by them, until the 
said several sums allowed shall be finally paid or settled, when such evidence, 
papers and vouchers shall, on demand, be handed over to the parties entitled to 
receive the same; and the copy of the several Schedules hereinbefore directed 
to be delivered to the Governor shall be by him laid before the Legislature of 
this province at the then next ensuing Session of Parliament. 

X. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the said Com
missioners shall be entitled to receive the sum of 20 s. currency, and no more, 
for every day they shall be occupied in the travelling to, and returning from, and 
sitting at any place, for the purpose of hearing and determining any matters 
under the provisions of this Act; provided, that in no case shall any Commissioner 
be allowed for more than 14 days' occupation in one district. 

XI. And !)e it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that ~t shall and 
may be lawful for the Governor of this province, as soon as convement]y may 
be after he shall have received all the aforesaid Schedules, to issue his warrant 
or warrants from time to time to the said Receiver-general for the payment of the 
f~es. due to the said Commissioners, and for the expenses of printing and pub
hsl~mg any notices or advertisements, or any other reasonable expenses that may 
be mcurred in carryinl'J' the provisions of this Act into complete effect; and also 
for the payment of tl~e several sums allowed to the several claimants in each 
district; and the said Receiver-general is hereby required thereupon, on demand, 
to pay to the said several claimants, or their attornies, lawfully constituted, the 
several sums in the third column in the said Schedule set opposite to their 
respective names, as sums allowed in and by such Schedule; and the Receiver
general shall account to Her Majesty, Her heirs and successors, for the same, 
through the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, in such manner 
and form as Her Majesty, Her heirs and successors, shall be graciously pleased 

to 
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to direct; provided always, that any claims arising under this Act may be paid, 
whenever the same shall be practicable, in the whole, or in part, in any deben
tures or public bills of credit, which shall or may hereafter be issued in aid of 
the public service; and such debentures or bills of credit shall be a legal tender 
for the whole, or in part, of any such claims. 

XII. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that, in the event 
of the damages authorized to be paid under the provisions of this Act exceed
ing the sum herein granted, it shall be the duty of the Governor, and he is 
hereby required, to apportion the said sum of 40,000 I., in proportion to the 
l'espective claims ascertained to be due. 

-No. 18.·-

CHAP. 39.-AN ACT to amend and enlarge an Act of the Legislature of the 
late Province of Upper Canada, intituled, "An Act to ascertain and pro
" vide for the Payment of all just Claims arising from the late Rebellion 
" and Invasions of this Province." (17th August 1841.) 

Claims mav he 
paid in debentures, 
&c. 

If claims allowed 
exceed amount 
granted, Governor 
to apportion the 
same to the re
spective claimants. 

No. 18. 

WHEREAS by the fifth section of an Act passed in the last session of the Preamhle. 

Legislature of the Province of Upper Canada, intituled,* "An Act to ascertain * Page 28. 

" and provide for the Payment of all just Claims arising from the late Rebellion 
" and Invasions of this Province," it is enacted (among other things), that the 
Commissioners to be appointed by that Act should sit from time to time at two A certain Aet in 

places only, and for a period not exceeding six days at each sitting' in each part recite(l. 

district, and it is by the tenth section of the said Act provided, that in no case 
shall any Commissioner be allowed for more than fourteen days' occupation in any 
one district: And whereas it is expedient to extend the provisions of the sairl 
Act so far as to enlarge the period for the ?said Commissioners holding their 
sittings; Be it therEfore enacted by The Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and of the Legisla
tive Assembly of the Province of Canada, constituted and assembled by virtue 
of and under the authority of an Act passed in the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, intituled, "An Act to re-unite tile 
" Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, and for the Government of Canada," 
and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That it shall be lawful 
for the said Commissioners to sit twenty-eight days in each district, but at two 
places only in such district; and that neither of such sittings shall exceed 

The period <luring 
which the Commis
sioncrs nnder tIll' 
said Act may sit, 
and the nmnher of 
(jays for which they 
may rccei\',· COIU

pensatiun C'xten(jc(l. 

fourteen dayp, for the purposes of the said in part recited Act: Provided always, Proviso. 

that in no case shall any Commissioner be allowed for more than thirty-one days 
occupation in anyone district. 

II. And be it enacted, That the powers vested in, and duties required of The powers of the 
the said Commissioners under the said Act shall extend and be construed Commissioners 

d . .. 11 I . d' b II M' , I . I extended to other to exten to mqmre ll1to a osses sustall1e y. er aJesty s su )Jects anc cbims for 10ssf's 
other residents within that part of this province to which the said Act extends and <lemands not 

h k · fl' . I . f I 'd' hefore provi,jc<l fiH'. from t e first brea ll1g out 0 t 1e saId rebellIOn to t 1e passmg 0 t le sal 
Act, and the several claims and demands which have accruea to anv such 
persons by such losses, in respect of any loss, destruction or damage ·of pro-
perty occasioned by violence on the part of persons in Her Majesty's service, 
or by violence on the part of persons acting or assuming to act on behalf of 
Her Majesty, in the suppression of the said rebellion, or for the prevention of 
further disturbances, and all claims arising under or in respect of the occupa-
tion of any houses or other premises by Her Majesty's naval or military forces, 
either imperial or provincial. 

-No. 19.-
(No. 108.) 

COpy of a DESPATCH from Lord Sydenham to Lord John Russell. 

Government House, Kingston, 25 August 184l. 
My Lord, (Received 15 September 1841.) 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the r~ceipt of your Lordship'S Despatch, 
of the 21st ultimo, No. 408, relative to the claim of Mr. Isaac Smith to indem-
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25 August 1841. 
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nity for the destruction of his property by Colonel Cyril Taylor, as a measure 
of defence against the attacks of the insurgents at Odelltown. Your Lordship 
desires me to report my opinion, whether the indemnity to which Mr. Smith 
is entitled ought to be paid from the military chest or from the provincial 
revenue. 

In reply, I have' to state, that were Mr. Smith's an isolated case, or were the 
principle now first brought forward for decision, I should be prepared to contend 
that all losses caused by operations for strengthening' or defending a military 
post ought to be defrayed out of the military chest, and that the province 
should bear only those losses which were caused by the insurgents. This was 
the principle of the first Ordinance for the appointment of an Indemnity Com
mission, passed by Sir J. Col borne and the Special Council, although the operation 
of the Commission was afterwards extended to all losses of every kind. I am, 
however, aware that losses caused by the direct action of Her Majesty's troops, 
and intended either to strengthen their positions or to weaken those of the 
insurgents, have been indemnified out of provincial funds; and perhaps, there
fore, it may he no\\' too late to assert the contrary principle with reference to 
this indi vidual case. 

But, on my 8.l'l'iv al in Lower Canada, I found that no less a sum than 21,0001. 
had already been awarded by Sir John Colborne to the sufferers by the rebellion, 
for the greater part of which I had to provide, and that in this manner the pro
vincial chest had become so exhausted as scarcely to meet the current expenses 
of the province. I accordingly felt bound to bring to a close the operations of 
the Illllc1l1llity Commission, and to allow the claims which they had recommended 
SillCC their previous reports to stand over till the financial condition of the pro
vince should have improved. Among these was the claim of Mr. Smith; but, 
considering the very peculiar circumstances out of which it had arisen; the 
loyalty of the sufferer; the promise made to him by Sir John Colborne; the; 
immediate intervention in the matter of the officer commanding Her Majesty's 
troops on the frontier, and the discontent which would necessarily be produced 
by its non-payment; I recommended that in the absence of any provincial funds 
applicable to the service, it should be defrayed from the military chest. I am 
still of the same opinion, and I would therefore submit to your Lordship, that 
the COlllmissary-general should be authorized at once to pay to Mr. Smith 
the sum to which by the award of the Commissioners he has been declared 
entitled. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Sydenham. 

-No. 20.-
(No. 49.) 

COpy of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-General Sir R. D. Jackson to Lord Stanley. 

Go,'ernment House, Kingston, 14 December 184l. 
My Lord, (Received 17 January 1842.) 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship'S Despatch of 
the 8th October last, No. 15, on the subject of the claim of Mr. Isaac Smith,. 
whose property at Odelltown was destroyed in 1838, by direction of the officer in 
command of Her Majesty's troops at that post, when engaged in action with the 
insurgents, to be indemnified for his losses out of imperial funds. Your Lord.
ship observes, that Lord Syc1enham, while he adverts to peculiar claims possessed 
by Mr. Smith, does not specify them, and that as many similar claims referred to 
the Indemnity Commissioners stand over for want of funds, you cannot, without 
fmtller information, separate this case from others. 

From Lord John Russell's Despatch, No. 408, to which Lord Sydenham's 
Despatch of the 25th of August was an answer, it was evident that the Colonial 
Office were already in possession of all the documents connected with Mr. Smith's 
case, ~nd it t~lerefore appearefl, I presume, to Lord Sydenham, unnecessary to 
reca}?ltulate CIrcumstances which were so fully set forth in Mr. Smith's petition, 
~nd In Colonel Cyril Taylor's letters. The circumstances to which Lord Sydenham 
mtende~ to advert as constituting .the peculiarity of Mr. Smith's claim were, 
I conceIve, the fact that Mr. Smith was a man of undoubted loyalty in a part of 

the 
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the country where disaffection very generally prevailed; that when it was stated 
to him that the position of his property afforded shelter to the insurgents in their 
attack on Her Majesty's troops, he at once consented to its destruction; that 
accordingly it was so destroyed by Colonel Taylor's orders, and that when 
reported to the Commander of the Forces on the following day, this proceeding 
received his especial approval; and last, that an express promise was given by 
Lord Seaton, or by his authority, to Mr. Smith, that he should be indemnified. 
Some of these circumstances may have occurred in other cases included among 
those not yet satisfied, hut an of them occur in none. Mr. Smith's case may, 
therefore, I think, be fairly treated by itself, without the risk of establishing a 
precedent for the decision of others. 

The delay in satisfying claims like the present, although, under the existing 
circumstances of the provincial revenue, unavoidable, had given rise to con
siderable discontent, and was felt as a peculiar hardship hy th8 few loyal inhabi
tants of that section of the country, whose loyalty had tben, and has since, exposed 
them to outrage and insult from their disaffected neighbours. In another despatch,'X' 
which I address to you by this opportnnity, your Lordship will find a striking 
and most unhappy illustration of the sufferings to which the "well-disposed 
inhabitants of that frontier are Stl bjected, and you will, I trust, consider that 
while their attachment to the British Government exposes their property and 
their lives to attacks of so atrocious a natnre, it is no les::; impolitic than unjust 
to gh"e thpm any fair ground to complain that the losses which they have sutfere .. l 
bv the act of the Government aTe left unrequited. If this be so, it is not nOilsiblc 
b~lt that a feeling of self-preservation on the one hal1l1, and a sense of in:jnry on 
the other, shoulcl undermine the loyalty of all who are settled in disaffectell 
communities; or, at any rate, should induce them to conceal sentiments w"hich, 
while they expose thelY{ to unpopularity, suspicion and outrage, afford them no 
protection whatever. 

Lord Sydenham felt very strongly the evils of such a state of things, and 
anxious to rem~)Ve the bad impression produced even hy delay in satisfying a 
claimant, who appealed not only to !.lIe just and favourable consideration of the 
Government, but also to the direct prol.nise of the Governor, he recommended 
the payment of this claim out of the military chest, as the only fund then avail
able. But at the same time he directed a Bill to be introducell into the Legisla
ture to provide for the liquidation of all claims of this nature in Lower Canada, 
as had previously been done in the Upper Province. Unfortunately, owing to the 
lateness of the season, this Bill did not pass into a law, and there is, therefore, 
no fund, nor any prospect of a fund, out of which Mr. Smith can be paid, should 
your Lordship still continue to think that his case ought not to be made an excep
tion. But I trust that the circumstances which I have now stated, and the 
strong conviction which 1 feel it my duty to express, that if a claim like this be 
left unsatisfied, it will have the worst effect on the loyalty of persons similarly 
situated, may induce your Lordship to take a different view of the matter. 

I do not know that I need add anything more on the subject, although I feel 
the greatest anxiety to rescue the Government fl'om the odium of a breach of 
faith to one of the few individuals who in that part of the country came forward 
to support them in 1838. Mr. Smith has intimated his intention, in the event of 
his appeal to the Government being' unsuccessful, to commence legal proceedings 
against Colonel Taylor, and it is probable, if he do so, that he will 1'ecove1' 
damages. In that case it will not, I presume, be permitted that Colonel Taylor 
should be subjected to so heavy a loss for proceedings adopted in the execution 
of his military duty, and subsequently approved by the Commander of the Forces. 
I would, ho\\:ever, ·request your Lordship's instructions as to the course which 
should be pursued by the Government in such a contingency. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) R. D. Jackson. 

PART II. 

." No. 53, 20 December, referring to the border attacks of United States citizens on the lives and properties 
of the Canadian inhabitants. 
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PART II. 

CORRESPONDENCE, &C. SINCE THE YEAR 1844. 

-No. 21.-
(No. 44,) 

COpy of a DESPATCH from Sir Charles Metcalfe to Lord Stanley. 
(Answered 8 May 1844, page 35.) 

Government House, Kingston, 7 March 1844. 
My Lord, (Received 16 April 1844.) 

I HAVE the honour to submit, at their request, a petition to Her Majesty from 
certain inhabitants of the county of Hun tingdon in Lower Canada, praying to be 
indemnified for losses sustained by them during the rebellions of 1837 and 1838. 

The prayer of the petitioners is entitled to earnest consideration, for no one 
can question their claim to relief, or that of others, who have suffered under 
similar circumstances. It is to be regretted that so much delay has taken 
place in doing justice to loyal subjects, who have perilled both property and life 
in the defence of the Crown, and still more to be lamented that there is little 
prospect of any better result, owing to disinclination in influential parties in 
the colony to provide the requisite funds. The effect of this neglect cannot be 
other than prejudicial and disheartening; it is an aggravation of misfortune to 
those whose claims remain unsatisfied, that others were recompensed for their 
losses, and all in progress to the same consummation, when the inquiry was 
suddenly stopped, and that sinee then all recompense has ceased. 

1 am aware that Her Majesty's Government have replied to former applica
tions that they have no means of complying with them; and as there are no 
funds under the control of the Provincial Government out of which these claims 
can be satisfied, I am reluctantly compelled to defer their settlement, in the faint 
hope, bordering on despair, that the local legislature may hereafter be moved 
to make the necessary appropriation. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) C. T. Metcalfe. 

Enclosure in No. 21. 

TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

THE P~TITION of certain Loyal Inhabitants of the County of Huntingdon and 
Provlllce of Canada; 

HUJlIIlLY SHEWETH, 
THAT you.r petitioners, resid.ing in the c~unty and province aforesaid, are loval and 

devoted .subJe.cts .of ,Your l\1aJes~y, who dUring the late unhappy rebellions of 1837 and 
1838 wele aC~lve III ~ne.defen(;c of the jaws and constitution of Great Britain, and suffered 
many a~d serious evils III conseq uence thereof. 

T~~t III the autumn of 1838 y?ur petitioners suffered all the complicated evils incident 
to Civil w~r, sever~1 of them ~lavll1g been imprisoned by the insurgents, while others were 
en~.aged III repell~lIg the ~ostlle iI.ttacks of a portion of their fellow-subjects then in arms 
agalOs.t the .authorIty of lour MaJesty; and that, during that unhappy period, their homes 
a.nd ploperlles were .cons~quently abandoned to pillage and spoliation, involving all in con
Siderable and many III rUlIJous losses. 

That a .Commission was appointed to investigate the claims of the loyal sufferers durin 
the re~el~lOn, and th.a.t the persons included in, the First, ~econd and Third Report of th~ 
Commissioners ~ecel\ed their ,pay; aft~r. whICh proceedlllgs were suddenly suspended, 
althoug~l the claims of most of your petl tlOners had been examined and approved and in 
severalillstances, th~ warrants actually made out for their payment. ' , 

That each successive Governor has acknowledged the justice of your petitioners' claims 
upon the Government, but regretted the want of the necessary funds. 

That 
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That your petit:oners can only look upon their case as one of extreme neglect, inasmuch 
as others who had suffered Jess, and done less in the loyal cause, were promptly remune
rated; while this section of the province, which bore the weight of the second rebellion in 
Lower Canada, and under the most discouraging circumstances, without any ?ssistance 
from the regular forces, met and defeated the insurgents in the actions of the 7th and gth 
Novem bel' (which actions terminated the unhappy struggle), have now remained more 
than five years unremunerated. 

That it is with extreme regret your Fetitioners recall the recollection of those unhappy 
passages in our colonial history, more particularly as it appears the wish of Your Majesty 
the past should be forgotten, but that the peculiar circumstances of your petitioners render 
the allusion necessary and unavoidable. 

That many of your petitioners, merchants and others, in consequence of their losses, 
were obliged to contract debts in order to continue their accustomed business, which they 
did under ,he assurance of speedy remuneration; and that those debts, in too many 
instance", remain unliquidated, threatening the parties with utter ruin. 

\Vherefore, with every confidence in Your Majesty's justice, your petitioners lay their 
case at the foot of the Throne, humbly praying Your Majesty to adopt such measures for 
our relief as in your wisdom may seem just and equitable. 

And may the blessing of Almighty God rest upon Your Majesty, and long continue your 
benignant reign over a devoted people. 

Signed by 67 Persons. 
Lacolle, February 15, 1844. 

--No. 22.-
(No. ::n 5.) 

COpy of a DESPATCH from Lord Stanley to the Right Honourable 
Sir C. Aletcalfe. 

Sir, Downing-street, 8 :M ay 1844. 
I HAVE received your Despatch, of the 7th March, No. 44,* with a petition 

addressed to The Queen by certain inhabitants of the county of Huntingdon, 
praying for indemnification for their losses by the late rebellions in Canada. 

I have laill this petition before The Queen, and Her Majesty was pleased to 
rEceive it very graciously. I regret, however, to have to add, that it has not 
been in my power to advise Her Majesty to accede to it, owing to the absence 
of any funds from which relief could be afforded to the petitioners. 

I find that in Upper Canada an Act was passed, with the intention of pro
viding indemnification, by the means of debentures, for a certain number of 
persons who had sustained losses by the rebellion, but which Act, if I am rightly 
informed, never went into operation. It has been suggested to me, that if the 
claims from both sections of the province were submitted in one application to 
the House of Assembly, they might receive favourable consideration, and be 
compensated by debentures. I do not venture an opinion whether it is prac
ticable to adopt this course, or if it be so, whether it would be satisfactory to 
the petitioners themselves; but, as I perceive no other mode of procuring them 
redress, and there are no hopes of relief from Imperial funds, I think it right 
to offer you the suggestion, leaving it entirely at your discretion to act npon as 
you may think proper. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Stanley. 

-No. 23.-
(No. 263.) 

COpy of a DESPATCH from Lord Metcalfe to Lord Stanley. 

Government House, Montreal, 30 April 1845. 
My Lord, (Received 2 J line 1845.) 

I HAVE the honour to submit a Report by Mr. Attorney-general Smith on the 
laws passed by the Legislative Council. and Legi~lativ,e Assembly of Canada in 
the last Session, and assented to by me III Her Majesty s name. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) lVletcalJe. 

253· F Enclosure 

No. 22. 
Lord Stanley to 
the Right HOIl. 
Sir C. l\letcalfc, 
8 May 1844. 
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Enclosure 1, in No. 23. 

EXTRACT from REPORT of Mr. Attorney-General Smith on the Laws of Canada, Session 
Ene!. ),in No.2~, , L d M lfi' D t h N 6 A 'j 8 of 1845, enclosed In or etca e s espa c, O. 2 3, 30 pn 1 45· 

End. 2, in No. ::!3. 

.Preamble. 

Act of Upper 
Canada, 3 Vic. e. 7G, 
dteG. 

Act of Canada, 
4 & 5 Vie., c. 39, 
dted. 

Govel'llol' in Council 
may josue debentures 
10 it certain amount 
to the Claimants 
under the said Act. 

Proviso if the 
sums awarded 
('xceed in the whole 
the said sum. 

Provisions of Act 
of Upper Canada, 
7 Will. 4, c. 14, 
extended to delJen
tures issued under 
this Act. 

CAP. 72.-AN ACT to provide for the Payment .of Claims a~ising out of the .Rebellion 
and Invasion in Upper Canada, and to appropriate the Duties on Tavern LIcenses to 
Local Purposes. 

Introduced by Mr. Commissioner of Crown Lands Papineau. 

THIS Act directs that the monies arising from tavern licenses shall be appropriated for 
local purposes under the municipal authorities of the places in which they are collected. 
It would not, of course, extend to the duty imposed by the Im~erial Act, 14 Geo. 3, c. 88, 
whenever that duty, Of any portion of it, should u~lder the UOlon ~?t cease to be, at the 
disposal of the Provincial Parliament; nor 'Yould It affect t?e provl~lon o~ the UnIOn Act 
by which the order of charges 011 the Consolidated Revenue IS estabhsbe~, If ?y ~ny chance 
the fund should be insufficient to meet prior charges. It would seem, In prlllciple, better 
to have appropriated a sum equal,to,that produced from the said duty, to be raid .out of 
the Consolidated H.evenue Funt), 111 Its proper order of cllarge. But no practical Incon
venience seem<; likelv to ensue in tois instance. The appropriation is a very popuiar one. 
The remainder of the Bill provides, that out of the monies cOllling to Upper Canada 
under it the claims allowed under the Act of U ppet' Canada, 3 Vict., c. 76, and of Canada, 
4 & 5 Vict., c. 39, shall be paid, or as far as ~he sum. of 40,000 I. appropriated by the ~rst 
of those ACls will go. This part of the Act IS, very Important, and has settled a que~tlOn 
which had excited great disCllssion and create,d great difficulty. Debentures are to Issue 
in the first place, to be payable out of the saId monIes. 

Enclosure 2, in No. 23. 

ANwo OCTAVO VICTORlJE REGINlE. 

CAP. 72.-AN ACT to provide for the Payment of Claims arising out of the Rebellion 
and Invasion in Upper Canada, and to appropriate the Duties on Tavern Licenses to 
Local Purposes.-(29 March 1845.) 

WHEREAS it is necessary to provide means for paying the sums to be awarded by the 
Commissioners who may be appointed under the authority of the Act of the Legislature 
of Upper Canada, passed in the third year of Her Majesty's reign, and intituled, "An Act 
"to ascertain and provide for the Payment of all just Claims arising from the late 
" Rebellion and Invasions of this Province," to the claimants under the said Act, as 
extended by the Act of the Legislature of this pro\'ince, passed in the session held 
in the fourth and fifth years of Her Majesty's reign, and intituled, "An Act to 
"amend and enlarge an Act of the Legislature of the late Province of Upper Canada, 
"intituled, 'An Act to ascertain and provide for the Payment of all just Claims 
" 'arising from the late Rebellion and Invasions of this Province ;'" Be it therefore enacted, 
by The Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the a(lvice and consent of the 
Legislative Council and of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Canada, con
stituted and assembled by virtue of and under the authority of an Act passed in the 
Parliament of the United Kin/1:dom of Great Britain and Ireland, and intituled, "An Act 
"to fe-ullite the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada," and for the government of 
Canada; and it is hereby enacted by the authority of tbe same, That it shall be lawful for 
the Governor in Council to issue debentures, not amounting in Ute whole to more than 
-+o,oool. currency, to the claimants to whom sums shall he awarded under the provisions 
of the Acts above mentioned, and for the sums awarded to them respectively; and such 
debentures shall be issued in such form, and signEd and attested by such officers, and ill 
such manner as the Governor in Council shall appoint, and shall bear interest, to be paid 
half-yearly, from the date thereof, and shall be payable, as shall also such interest, out 
of the fund hereinafter pi'Ovided for that purpose, and no other, and shall respectively be 
made payable at such periods as the Governor in Council shall deem most for the public 
advantage, or at any time previous to such periods, upon such notice as shall be expressed 
in the said debentures respecti .... ely, after which, or after the period fixed for the payment 
thereof, if such notice be not given, no interest shall accrue thereon; Provided always, 
that no such deiJentufe shall issue until the total amount of the sums awarded to the said 
claimants shall be ascertained; and if such total amount shall exceed the said sum of 
40,000 l., then the said sum shall be apportioned among the claimants in proportiun to the 
SUIllS awarded to them respectively. 

II. And be it enacted, That all the provisions of the Act of the Legislatu re of Upper 
Canada, passed in the seventh year of the reign of his late Majesty King William the 
Fourth, and imituled, "An Act to supply by a General Law certain forms of Enactment 
" in common use, which may render it unneces~ary to repeat the same in Acts to be here
" after passed," which relate to the punishment of per~ons counterfeiting or forging 

debentures, 
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debentures, or issuing or using any such forged or counterfeit debentures, and generally 
all the provisions of the said Act relating to debentures, and not inconsistent with the 
other provisions of this Act, shall be and are hereby extended to the debentures to be issued 
llnder the authority hereof. 

III. And be it enacted, That the monies arising from the duties on licenses to keep 
houses of public entertainment issued after the passing of this Act, shall, as well in Upper 
Canada as in Lower Canada, be appropriated to the uses and purposes of the districts, 01' 

other municipal divisiuns of this province, in which they shall be collected, and shall be 
paid over to the treasurers thereof accordingly; and such payment may be made either 
directly by the District Inspector, or by the intervention of the Receiver-general, or other 
proper officer, as the Governor in Council shall from time to time direct. 

IV. PlOvided always, That until the debentures to be issued under this Act and aJl 
interest thereon shaH have been paid, the monies arisillg from the duties on such licenses 
in Upper Canada shall be paid to the Receiver-general, and shall be applied by him to 
form a fund for paying the said debentures and interest; and in the last year in which sllch 
application shall be made, an equal per-centage (if the whole be not required) shall be so 
applied hom the monies collected in each district, and tile I:>alance shall be paid over to 
the District Treasurer for the purposes aforesaid. 

V. And be it enacH:d, That the Receiver-general shall keep separate accounts of all 
monies paid and received by bim under the authority of this Act, and of the debentures 
issued llDder the same and the interest thereon, so as to show at any timE:: tbe amount due 
and outstanding for such debentures and interest, and the amount received for the said 
fund. 

Monies arising from 
Tay-ern Licenses 
to be applied to 
municipal purposes. 

Eut such monies 
from U ppcr Canada 
~hHlll,c appropriated 
to pay the deben
turps i%ued under 
thi, Ad until the 
same, and the 
intere,t thereoll, 
l)e paid. 

VI. And be it enacted, That all payments to be made by the Receiver-general, under the Payments to be 
authority of this Act, shall be made on warrants under the hand of the Governor, issued lluide by warrant. 
in the usual manner and form, and not otherwise. 

VII. And be it enacted, That the due application of all public monies paid or received Acconnting clalllie. 
under the authority of this Act, shall be accounted t~H' to Her Majesty, Her heirs and suc-
cessors, through the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, for tbe time being, 
in such manner and form as Her Majesty, Her heirs and successors shall direct, and an 
account thereof shall be laid before the Provincial Legislature at the then next session 
thereof. 

VIII. Provided always, and be it enacted, That the Commissioners to be appointed, Commissioners in 
under the authority of the Act first above cited, sball not in their inquiries be bound by the their inquiry not 
strict lehgal dru1es of evi.dence'dbutd m.ay, li1f the

b
y thi~clk fit, exalm~n~ the c~aill1anhts thhemsdelves ~~rl~:t ~~::::ldr~fest~f 

on oat, an may receive an a nllt a suc eVI ence ane 1Il10rmatlon, \V et er ocu- evi lence" 
mentary or otherwise, as they shall deem conducive to a correct decision on tbe merits of l • 

the respective claims brought before them, according to equity and good conscience, and 
to the true intent and meaning of the Acts hereinbefore cited, and of this Act. 

IX. And be it enacted, That the words" Governor in Council" in this Act shall mean IllterpretatioD 
the Governor, Lieutenant-governor or person aclministeri·ng tbe government of tbis pro- clanse. 
vince, acting by and with the advice of the Executive Council thereof; and the words 
" Upper Canada" shall mean all tbat part of this province wbich formerly constituted the 
Province of Upper Cauada; and the words " Lower Canada" shall mean all that part ur 
this province which formerly constituted the Province of Lower Canada. 

- No. 24.-

ANNO NONO VICTORIlE REGINlE. 

CAP. LXV.-AN ACT to provide for the Payment of certain Rebellion Losses 
in Lower Canada, and to appropriate the Proceeds of the Marriage License 
Fund.-9 June 1846. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to make provision for the payment of the sums ascer- Preamble. 

tained by the Fourth and Fifth Reports of the Commissioners appointed under 
the Ordinance of the Administrator of the Government of the late province of 
Lower Canada, and the Special Council for the affairs thereof, passed in the first 
year of Her Majesty's reign, and intituled," An Ordinance to authorize the Ordinallcc; Lower 
"Appointment of Commissioners to investigate the. Claims of certain loyal Canada, 1 Vic. c. 7, 
" Inhabitants of this Province for Losses sustained during t11e late unnatural cited. 

" Rebellion;" Be it therefore Enacted, by The Queen's most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legisla~ive Council, and of the Legis-
lative Assembly of the province of Canada, constItuted and assembled by yirtue 
of and under the authority of an Act passed in the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and intituled, " An Act to re-unite the 
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PAPERS RELATING TO COMPENSATION 

" Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, and for the Government of Canada,'~ 
and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That there be gr3:nted to 
Her Majesty a sum not exceeding 9,9861 .. 7s. 2d. currency, to ~e raIsed by 
debentures in the manner hereinafter mentIOned, to enable Her Majesty to pay 
the sums reported by the Commissi.oners u~der th~ Ordin~nce aforesaid, in the!l" 
said Fourth and Fifth Reports, as bemg reqmred to mdemnIfy the persons therem 
mentioned respectively for their loss~ss sustained during and by reason of the 
rebellion in the said Ordinance mentIOned. 

II. And be it enacted, That for the purpose of raising such sum as aforesaid, it 
shall be lawful for the Governor in Council to authorize the issue of debentures 
to an amount not exceeding the said snm, in such form, and for such separate 
sums, and redeemable respectively at such times as may be found most convenient, 
bearino· interest at a rate not exceeding six per centum per annum, the principal 
and interest of the said debentures not being chargeable on the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund of this province, but being payable out of that portion of the 
Marriao'e License Fund arising in Lower Canada, as the same shall come into 
the ha~d~ of the Receiver-general, the proceeds of which portion of the said 
fund are hereby specially appropriated to the payment of the said principal and 
interest. 

III. And be it enacted, That the proceeds of that portion of the said Marriage 
License Fund arising in Upper Canada shall be and are hereby specially appro
priated towards the support of the public institutions in that portion of the 
pro\'ince for which grants have usually been made out of the Consolidated Hevenue 
Fund of this province; that is to say, the Toronto General Hospital, the Kingston 
Hospital, the Toronto House of Industry, the Kingston Indigent Sick, and the 
Upper Canada Lunatic Asylum, to be applied in such manner and for such 
amounts as the Governor in Council shall direct. 

IV. And be it enacted, That if any person or persons shall forge or counter
feit any dehenture to be issued under the authority of this Act, or any stamp, 
indorsement, or writing thereon or therein, or shall demand tv have such coun
terfeit debenture, or any debenture with sHch counterfeit writing or other 
indorsement thereon or therein, to be exchanged for money by any person or 
persons who shall be oblig'ed or required to exchange the same, or by any other 
person or persons whomsoever, knowing the debenture so tendered, or the 
indorsement or writing thereon or therein, to be so forged or counterfeited with 
intent to defraud Her .Majesty, Her heirs and successors, or the person appointed 
to pay the same, or any of them, or any other person or persons, body or bodies 
politic or corporate, then every person so offending being thereof lawfully con
victed shall be adjudged guilty of felony, and shall suffer such punishment as 
shall be adjudged in that behalf, not exceeding imprisonment at hard labour in 
the provincial penitentiary for seven years. 

V. And be it enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the Governor of 
this province at any time, by proclamation, to call in any of the said debentures, 
although the time therein named for the payment thereof may not have arrived, 
in order that the same may be paid off, and that at the expiration of six months 
from the date of such proclamation all interest on the debentures called in for 
payment as aforesaid shall cease. 

VI. And be it enacted, That accounts in detail of all monies received and paid, 
and of the debentures issued and the interest thereon, and of the redemption of 
the whole or any part of' such debentures, and aU expenses attending the collection 
and payment of the sums of money collected, received or paid by authority of 
this Act, shall be laid before the legislature of this province at each session thereof. 

VII. And be it enacted, That the due application of the monies so to be raised 
shall be accountell for to Her Majesty, Her heirs and successors, through the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, in such manner and form as 
Her Majesty, Her heirs and successors, shall be graciously pleased to direct. 

VIII. And be it enacted, That the words" Governor in Council," wherever 
they occur in this Act, shall be construed to mean the Governor Lieutellant
Governor or person administering the government of this provin'ce actino- by 
and with the advice of the Executive Council thereof. 'I:> 

-No. 25.-
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ANNO DECIMO ET UNDECIMO VICTORlJE REGIN.lE. 

CAP. 33.-AN ACT to authorize the issuing of Debentures to pay the Balance 
due to Claimants for Losses during the Rebellion and Invasion in Upper 
Canada.-28th July 1847. 

WHEREAS by an Act pasRed in the eighth year of Her Majesty's reign, inti
tuled, ". An. Act for the Payment of Claims arising out of the Rebellion and 
" InvasIOn III Upper Canada, and to appropriate the Duties on Tavern Licenses 
" to local Purposes," it was amongst other things provided, that it should be 
lawful for the Governor in Council to issue debentures, not amounting in the 
whole to more than 40,000 I. currency, to the claimants, to whom sums 
should be awarded under the provisions of a certain Act of the Legislature of 
Upper Canada, passed in the third year of Her Majesty's reign, and intituled, 
" An Act to ascertain and provide for the Payment of all just Claims arising 
" from the late Rebellion and Invasions of this Province," as extended by the Act 
of the Legislature of this Province, passed in the Session held in the fourth and 
fifth years of Her Majesty's reign, and intituled, " An Act to amend and enlarge 
" an Act of the Legislature of the late Province of Upper Canada, intituled, 'An 
'" Act to ascertain and provide for the Payment of alljust Claims arising from the 
" , late Rebellion and Invasions of this Province;'" and for the sums awarded 
to them respectively: And whereas the sums awarded under the provisions of 
the said Acts amount in the whole to the sum of 43,463 I. 3 s. 9 d.: And whereas 
'debentures have been issued under the said first-recited Act to the extent of 
40,000 I. currency, and the proceeds thereof have hcen distributed rateably 
among the said claimant;;: And whereas a further Sllm of 3,613/. 8 s. 9 d. is 
Tequired to settle the said claims in full, and to pay a certain per-centage to the 
Treasurer of each district in Upper Canada, for the services he shall be required 
to perform under the provisions of this Act; Be it therefore enacted, by The 
Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Legislative Council and of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Canada, 
constituted and assembled by virtue of, and under the authority of, an Act passed 
in the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, intituled, 
" An Act to re-unite the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, and for the 
" Government of Canada ;" and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, 
'That it shall and may be lawful for the Governor in Council to issue debentures, 
amounting in the whole to 3,6131. 8 s. 9 d. currency, to raise a like sum to pay 
to the claimants the balance due on the respective sums which have been so 
awarded to them under the authority of the said last-recited Acts, and the 
per-centage aforesaid. 

II. And be it enacted, That all the provisions of the said first herein recited 
Act, passed in the eighth year of Her .Majesty's reign, intituled, " An Act for the 
" Payment of Claims arising out of the Rebellion and Invasion in Upper Canada, 
" and to appropriate the Duties on Tavern Licenses to local Purposes," which 
relate to the debentures issued, or to be issued, under the said Act, for the purposes 
therein mentioned, shall be and are hereby extended to the debentures to be issued 
under the authority of this Act. 

III. And be it enacted, 'That it shall be the duty of the Treasurers of districts in 
Upper Canada, so S0011 as they shall be furnished with the means of so doing, 
.to pay the several balances which may be due to claimants, as hereinbefore men
tioned in their respective districts, and to take acquittances for the same; for 
which said services the said Treasurers shall be entitled to receive 5 per cent. 
upon the amount they shall respectively disburse. 
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EXTRACT from the JOURNALS of the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY of Canada, 
16 April 1845. 

THE Honourable Mr. Daly, one of Her Majesty's Executive Council, laid 
before the House, by command of his E:\cellency the Administrator of the 
Government, "Return to an Address of the Legislative Assembly to his 
" Excellency the Adminis.trator of the Government, dated. 8th i~stant, praying 
" that his Excellency wIll be pleased to cause to be laId before the House, 
" 'A Copy of all Correspondence which may have taken place between the 
" , Government and the Commission now appointed to inquire into the Losses 
" 'sustained by the . Inhal~itants of Lo~er Can a.d a. duri~~, the late Rebellion, 
" , with the InstructIOns given to the saId CommIssIOners. 

Secretary's Office, 
Sir, Montreal, 12 December 1845. 

I HAVE the 11011 our, by command of the Administrator of the Government, to 
transmit to you the accompanying Commission appointing yourself, the Honour
able P. H. _Moore, and Jacques Viger, John Simpson, and Joseph U. Beaudry, 
Esquires, to be Commissioners for inquiry into the losses sustained by Her 
Majesty1s subjects during the unhappy troubles in Lower Canada of the years 
1837-8; and also arising from and growing out of the same. And I am to inform 
you, that his Excellency has been pleased to appoint Mr. J. G. Barthe to be 
Secretary to the Commission. The necessary instructions for the guidance of the 
Commissioners are transmitted to you herewith. 

I am accordingly to express to you his Excellency'S wish, that you should lose 
no time in communicating on the subject with your fellow Commissioners, and 
making the necessary arrangements for entering with them on the active pro
secution of the labours of the Board. The remuneration of each Commissioner 
will be at the rate of It. per diem while actually engaged in the inquiry, or III 

travelling in pursuance of it. 
I have, &c. 

Honourable Joseph Dionne, &c. &c. &c., 
St. Pierre les Becquets, District of Three Rivers. 

(signed) D. Daly, 
Secretary. 

Gentlemen, Montreal, 12 December 1845. 
HIS Excellency the Administrator of the Govel'llment, having been pleased 

to appoint you to be Commissioners for inquiring into the losses sustained by 
the inhabitants of that portion of thi sprovince, formerly Lower Canada, during 
the late unhappy rebellion therein, as also into the losses sustained by those 
inhabitants arising out of that rebellion, I have the honour, by command of his 
Excellency, to transmit the following instructions for your guidance in con
ducting your inquiry :-

1st. You will, in the performance of the duties devolving upon you, under 
the present Commission, carefully classify the cases of those who may have joined 
in the said rebellion, or may have been aiding and abetting therein, from the 
cases of those who did not; stating particularly, but succinctly, the nature of 
the loss sustained in each case, its amount and character, and, as far as possible, 
its cause. 

2d. You will abstain from entering into the consideration of any cases which 
may .hav.e been report~d upon by the Commissioners formerly appointed to 
examme 1l1~0 the reb~lhon losses. To enable you to do this, the Reports made 
by them WIll be furmshed to your secretary, on his making application in your 
behalf for the same. 

3d. You will accompany your Report on the claims investigated by you with 
such remarks as .may?e ~eces.sary to a perfect understanding of the matters 
emr~ste~ to yo~r ll1VestIg~tIon, III order that the Eame may be submitted to the 
Provmcial LegIslature at ItS approaching Session. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) D. Daly, 

The Commissioners of Inquiry. Secreta"Y,. 

His 
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Province of Canada. (L. s.) JliJetcalfe. 

His. Exc.ellc.ncy the Right Honourable Charles Theophilus Baron Metcalfe, of 
Fernlll11, m the County of Berks, G. C. B., one of Her Majesty's most Honour
able ~rivy Council, Governor-general of British North America, and 
Captam-general and Governor-in-Chief in and over the Provinces of Canada, 
Nova. Scotia, New Brunswick and the Island of Prince Edward, and Vice
AdmIral of the same, &c. &c. &c. 

To. all to whom these presents shall come, or whom the same may concern, 
greetmg:-

Know ye, that reposing trust and confidence in the loyalty, integrity, prudence 
and ability of the Honourable Joseph Dionne and the Honourable Philip H. 
Moore, Esquires; and Jacques Viger, rJohn Simpson, and Joseph U. Beaudry, 
Esquires, I have nominated, constituted and appointed, and by this instrument, 
under my hand and seal, do nominate, constitute and appoint the said Joseph 
Dionne, Philip H. Moore, Jacques Viger, John Simpson and Joseph U. Beaudry, 
to be Commissioners for inquiry into the losses sustained by Her Majesty's loyal 
subjects in that part of the province of Canada which formerly constituted the 
late province of Lower Canada during the late unnatural rebellion which 
unhappily existed in that part of the said province, and arising from and growing 
out of the said rebellion; to have and to hold the said office of Commissioners as 
aforesaid unto them, the said Joseph Dionne, Philip H. Moore, Jacques Viger, 
John Simpson and Joseph U. Beaudry, for and during pleasure; together with all 
and every the rights, authorities and emoluments thereunto belonging or apper
taining. 

Given under my hand and seal at arms, at Montreal, in the said province 
of Canada, this 24th day of November, in the year of our Lord 1845, and 
in the ninth year of Her Majesty's reign. 

By his Excellency's command, 

(signed) D. Daly, 
Secretary. 

The following letter was addressed respectively to the Honourable P. H. 1I1oore. 
'St. Armand West, district of Montreal; Jacques Vige7', Esquire, Montreal; John 
Simpson, Esquire, Coteau-du-Lac; and Joseph U. Beaud7'Y, Esquire, Montreal. 

Secretary's Office, Montreal, 
Sir, ] 2 December 1845. 

I HAVE the honour, by command of the Administrator of the Government, to 
inform you that a Commission has been, by this day's post, transmitted to the 
Honourable Joseph Dionne, appointing that gentleman (yourself and Messrs. 
Jacques Viger, John Simpson, and Joseph U. Beaudry) to be Commi:;:sioners for 
inquiry into the losses sustained by Her :Majesty's subjects during the unhappy 
troubles of Lower Canada of the years] 837-8; and also arising from and grow
ing out of the same. And I am to inform you, that his Excellency has been 
pleased to appoint Mr. J. G. Barthe to be Secretary to the Commission. The 
necessary instructions for the guidance of the Commissioners are this day sent 
to the Honourable Mr. Dionne, and a copy of them is enclosed herewith for 
your information.* I am accordingly to express to you his Excellency's wish, 
that you should lose no ti:me in communicating on the subject wi~h yo~u' fellow 
Commissioners, and makmg the necesssry arrangements for entenng' WIth them 
on the active prosecution of the labours of the Board. 

The remuneration of each Commissioner will be at the rate of 1 l. per diem 
while actually engaged in the inquiry, or in travelling in pursuance of it. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) D. Daly, 
Secretary. 

Office 

~. See Instructions to the CommissioneTlii of Inquiry. 
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Office of Losses, 1837-8, 
'Vardrobe of the Legislative Assembly .. 

Sir, Montreal, 11 February 1846. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to you, by order of the Commissioners to 

inquire into the losses sustained by Her Majesty's subjects during the troubles 
of 1837-8, to be submitted to his Excellency the Administrator of the Province, 
the following questions, the answer to which will serve as their guidance in the 
execution of the duties imposed upon them. 

The instructions of the 12th December last, transmitted to the Commissioners, 
differing essentially from the tenor of the Commission by which they have been 
appointed, as to the persons who have a right to indemnification? 

'What are the powers conferred on the Commission to establish the classifica
tions required by the instructions? 

What are the powers conferred on the Commissioners to call before them the 
necessary witnesses, and to procure the necessary evidence, in order to obtain an 
exact valuation of the losses? 

Are the Commissioners to travel to the different parts of the district, in order 
to accomplish the object of the Commission? 

Is the remuneration of the Secretary left to the discretion of the Commissioners, 
or reserved for the decision of his Excellency? 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. G. EaJ,tlte, 

Secretary Commission of Inquiry, &c. 
To the Hon. D. Daly, &c. &c. &c. 

Secret&ry's 0 flice, 
Gentlemen, Montreal, 27 February 1846. 

THE Administrator of the Goyernment having had under consideration in 
Council the queries addressed in your behalf by your Secretary, in his letter of 
the 11 tll instant, I have received his Excellency's commands to communicate to 
you the following replies for your instruction and guidance :-

1st. In making out the classification called for by your instructions of the 12th 
December last, it is not his Excellency'S intention that you should be guided by 
any other description of evidence than that furnished by the sentences of the 
courts of law. 

2d. His Excellency c,)llsiders that you have no power as Commissioners to calt 
either for persons or papers; and that yon must, therefore, be satisfied with such 
general evidence as the claimants may produce, or as may enable you to form a 
general estimate of the losses they have suffered. 

3d. The object of the Executive Government in appointing your Commission., 
being merely to obtain a general estimate of the rebellion losses, the particulars 
of which must form the subject of more minute inquiry hereafter, under legis
lative authority, his Excellency cannot regard it as necessary that you should 
travel to the country parts of the district to obtain such particulars. 

4th. His Excellency has been pleased to fix the rate of your Secretary's remu-· 
neration at ] I. currency per diem. 

Commissioners of Inquiry relatiye to Losses, 
in 1837-8. 

(Immediate.) 

I have, &c. 
(signed) D. Daly, 

Secretary. 

Gentlemen, Secretary's Office, Montreal, 2 April 1846. 
I HAVE the honour, by command of the Administrator of the Government, tcv 

request from you, with the least possible delay, your Report upon the subject of 
your inquiry; his Excellency being desirous to be enabled, by its receipt, to 
come to an early decision as to the course to be taken by the Executive during 
the present Session of Perliament, in regard to the same. 

r have, &c. 
(signed) D. Daly, 

Commissioners of Indemnity Inquiry. Secretary. 

-No. 27.-
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FIRST REPORT of the COMMISSIONERS appointed to inquire into the Losses 
occasioned by the Troubles during the years 1837 and 1838, and into the 
Damages arising therefrom. 

To his Excellency the Right Honourable Charles MUr7'ay, Earl 
Cathcart, of Cathcart, in the County of Renfrew, K.C.B., Lieutenant
General, Administrator of the Government of the Province of Canada, 
and Commander of the Forces in British North America. 

May it please your Excellency, 
THE undersigned have the honour to submit to your Excellency the Report 

of their proceedings under the Commission issued on the 24th day of November 
last, under the seal of his Excellency Lord Metcalfe, the then Governor of this 
province, appointing them Commissioners to inquire into the losses sustained 
during the troubles of 1837 and 1838, and into the damages arising therefrom. 

The want of power to proceed to a strict and regular investigation of the lossps 
in question left the Commissioners' no other resource than to trust to the 
allegations of the claimants, as to the amount and nature of their losses. It is 
from these data alone, and the general inferences which could be drawn there
from, that the Commissioners can form an approximate estimate of the sums 
requisite to coyer the amount of damages sustained. 

In order to throw more light upon this investigation, the Commissioners haye 
drawn up, as showing the result of their labours, a * Table, exhibiting at one 
glance the nature and particular circumstances of each claim, making a 
distinction between losses sustained on property, and those of another description. 
One column is reserved for the latter, and in it the Commissioners have put 
down the sums claimed for damages arising from the loss of property destroyed 
or carried off; claims for interest; claims for damages sustained from interrup
tion of business or trade, and from the quartering of troops; claims for sums 
extorted by threats of accmation or prosecutions on accusation of high treason; 
damages arising from imprisonment for political misdemeanors, without having 
been brought to trial; in fine, eyery claim not relating to the value of property 
destroyed or carried off has been placed under that head. 

The claims for immoveable property are mostly founded on the destruction of 
buildings by fire, by order of the military authorities, or by the volunteers or 
the insurgents, according to the allegations of the claimants. There are also 
several claims, to the amount of 2,6051. 6 s. 8d., for property destroyed since the 
troubles, and during the years 1839,1840,1841 and 1843, and which is supposed 
to have been destroyed by the insurgents who took refuge on the frontier, and 
who are said to haye been actuated by political animosity. 

The claims on losses of moveable property are alleged, in great part, to have 
arisen from the pillaging of the insurgents, or of Her Majesty's troops, or the 
yolunteers. l1nder this head are a great many claims resulting from the 
disarming of the population during the troubles which occurred in those years. 

There are many particular cases which the Commissioners cannot pass over 
in silence. Two claims were made in consequence of sickness and infirmities 
contracted by the claimants while serving as volunteers, without, however, 
specifying any particular sum. Two other individuals claim for wounds recei,'ed 
from one of the insurgents. A tllird for the loss of a leg in trying to escape 
from them. Another individual claims a pension of 121., or a capital of 2001., 
for the loss of his mental faculties from bad treatment and illegal imprisonment. 
A case still more painful is the claim of a mother for the murder of her son, her 
sole support, by a soldier while escorting property belonging to Her Majesty's 
Government. 

A great number of applications made to the first Commission of Inquiryappointed 
under the authority of the Ordinance of the Special Council of Lower Canada, 
chapter VI!., in the first year of Her Majesty's reign, have been renewed before 
the undersigned Commissioners. Some of these have been objects of the investi
gation of the first Commissioners, and by them approved ill whole or in part, 
those interested not being able to receive the amount of theil' respective 
allowances for want of disposable funds, Others, again, were returned as not 
falling under tbe above cited Ordinance, which had a less general and more 
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restricted character than the instructions given to the undersigned Commissioners; 
and finally, others could not be examined on account of the suspension of the 
first Commission. 

These different proceedings appear under their respective headings in the 
Table, to which we take the liberty to refer your Excellency. The total amount 
claimed before the old Commission, and renewed before the undersigned Com
missioners, is 70,551 I. 3 s. 9 d., of which 10,292/. 48. 1 d. have been allowed 
by the first Commission, and have not yet been paid. The amount which they 
have not recognized is 59,403l. 168. 10d. 

All the claims which the undersigned Commissioners have recognized amount 
to 2,176l., and represent a sum total of 241,965/. lOs. 5d., divided as follows: 

Personal property -
Real property - - - - - - -
Damages not comprised in the two foregoing heads 

£. s. d. 
111,127 4 9 

68,961 7 11 
61,876 17 9 

This latter sum includes about 9,000 t. for interest; 2,000 I. for quartering of 
troops; 30,000 1. indemnity for imprisonment, interruption of business or trade, 
privation of goods destroyed or carried off, and banishment; and the remainder 
represents various losses, such as account-books, trade effects, and many others 
which it is needless to detail. 

To attain the ends which your Excellency appears to have in view in your 
last instructions, and in particular to submit to your Excellency an approximate 
estimate of the sum required to indemnify those who have sustained losses, the 
Commissioners have thought it their duty to take into consideration-1st, certain 
parts of the claims which from their nature appear inadmissible, such as the 
claim for interest; 2dly, the claims themselves, which in many cases are 
evidently exorbitant; and, 3dly, the proportion of the allowances of the first 
Commissioners, which is 61 ! per centum. 

Actuated by these considerations, the Commissioners are of opinion that the 
sum of 100,000 t. would be nearly equivalent to the losses suffered, and sufficient 
to meet the amount of such claims as shall have been the object of a closer 
examination. 

The Commissioners, in the above enumeration, have omitted to mention that 
different sums, to the amount of 25,903 l. 15 s. 7 d., are claimed by persons 
who appear to have been condemned by the court martial established under the 
authori ty of the Ordinance of the Special Council for the province of Lower Canad a, 
passed in the second year of Her Majesty's reign, c. 3, and who are named in t.he 
sentences of the said Court, a copy whereof is submitted along with the present 
Report. [The copy of the sentences is preserved among the files of the Session.] 

The Commissioners have reason to believe that all the claims have not been 
presented, although notice was given on the 23d of December last, the day on 
which the Commissioners commenced their labours; those, however, which may 
be received hereafter, will form the subject of a supplementary Report. 

The whole respectfully submitted by the Commissioners. 

(signed) 

Montreal, 18 April 1846. 

Jos. Dionne. 
P. H. Moore. 
J. Viger. 
Jno. Simpson. 
J. U. Beaudry. 
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