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SPEECH. 

MR. SPEAKER. 
IT WBB not my iDtenlion to off'er myself 

to your notice on this que~lion. I have chanv;c:d Illy purpose 
only in const:qu.!nce: 01 the course, w~,ich the debate took yes· 
terday, on an amendment proposed by me, 10 one of the 8u,>or­
din ate provisions of this bilt The ob~ervat~oft. to which that 
occuion g,ve rise have induced me, te pr"fer assiglJing my 
owo re.sons for my OlVn vote, rather than to trust tp the justice 
or charity or the times to afiSign r~uon5 for me. 

The design of this boll ia to encourage, by mnns of a vcr,. 
extraordinary bounty, euli&tmcnts into the regular army. Laws 
already exis'ing, and other bills now is progress before the 
house, provide for the org!!ni~ation of aft army of 63 ,QOO men. 
For the purpose of filling the ranks of that army. tbe bill be­
fpre U5 proposes to give to f:acll recruit, a bounty of one hug­
dred and twer,ty-four dolJars, and three hundred and nventy a" 
cres of land. It offers also 3. premium of eight d'lllars to every 
person. in or out 1)£ the army, citil!:en or liioJdier. whp shall pro­
cure: an able bodied mBn to be enlist!;d. 

Before, sir, 1 can detc:rmine, for myself. whether 80 great II 

military force should be rilised, Bnd at so great an expence, I 
am hOUl'!d to enquire into the obj~ct 10 which that force is to be 
applied. If the publiC exigency shall, i:l my judgment, demand 
h; it any Object connected wit h the protection of the country, 
and the safe.y of its ci'il!:ens IIhall re';1Jire it i and.if I shall see 
reasonable ground to believe, that tbe force. wben raised, will 
be applied to meet that cl;igency, and yield that protection, r 
shall not be re.trained, by any considerations of expense, from 
giving my support 10 the measure: I am aware that the coun. 
tfY need~ defence. and I am anKious that defence should be pro .. 
• ided ff)T iI, to the fullest extent, and in the promptest manner. 
But. what is the object 6£ this '.lill 1 To what senice is this ar .. 
my deslined, when itlS ranks shall be filled ? Weare told. sir, 
that the frontieris invaded. and that troops are wanted to repel 
that invasion. It is 100 true thal Ihe frontier is invaded; that 
the war, with dll its horrors. ol'dinalY lind extraordi\lary, is 
blought within our own terri:ol'ics; ilnd that th .. inhabitants, 
near the counlry of the enemy, ·lrc r:r nlptlltd to fly, lig~ttd by 
the fires of Iheir own hClUSCS, or to stay alid m~et the: foe, un­
J>l'otccttd by any auequate aid "I ){UVtll-.n en!. Syt shew me, 
that by any vot~ of mine, or any df'Jft Ll nine, 1 can conul~ 
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bute to the relief or such distren. Shew me, that the purpose 
of govrrlZmellt, in this measare, is to pr~wide defctlce for tbe 
fromiers. 1 aver I St"e no evidence of any such intention. I 
have no assorance that Ihis army will be applied to any slIch olt­
j-:ct. There are, as was said by my honorable friend from 
NewJYork (Mr. Grosvenor) .trong reasons to infer the contra­
ry, from the fact, that the forces hitherto uiaed ba,'e not beeD 
w applied, in allY suitable or sufficient proportion. The defence 
oJ Ollr own tc:rritory s~ems hitl\erto to bav!: been regarded all aD 
obJ"ct of secondary importance, a duty of. lower order than 
tbe invasion oftlle I;nerny. Tile army raised last year was com­
pdenl to defend the frontier. To tllat purp.ose gUYflrnm, nt did 
nol see fit to apply it. It WdS not compe;teDt, as the. event pro­
'V.ed, to invade with ~u~cess. the provinces of the: enemy. To 
that purpose, however. it Wi! applied. The subs.tantial bene. 
fit wllicb TIIil;ht have been obta.ined, and ought 10 have been 
oblained, wall lillcrificed to. scheme: of conquest, in my opinion 
a ,vild one. comroence.d witbo\lt ~ean6, prosecuted without 
P\IU\ or concerl, ~m\ (lldillt' in disgrace. Nor is it the inland 
fronlier only tbat bas b~e:n left defenceless. The &e'1 coast bas 
been, in many places. wholly exposed. Gin me leave to state 
one inst~nce. Tile mouth of one of the largc:st rivers in the 
e.lIsl.crn section <;lfthe; union is defended by a f.:lrt mOIiUling four­
l.cc:n guna. This fort, for a great pal"t of the last season, was 
holckn by olle m~n and one boy only. I ~tate the fact on the 
~uthorily of all honorable ~entleman of this house. Other cases, 
al.most equally ilagrant, arc known to have existed; in some ot 
'Whicll irllt:rcsts of a peculiar character and great magni!lId.e 
h~ve beel\ at stake. With this knowledge of the past, I must 
have: evidence of some change in the purposes of administra­
lion, before I can vote: for this bill, under an expectation that 
protection will th'!'reby be' afforded to either froDtier, of the u~ 
nion. or such change, there is no intimation. On the conira­
ry, gentlemrn tell us, explidtly, that the acquisition of Car.ada 
is ~1i11 d.emel,l to be an essential object; and the vote of the 
HOllie, within the last halJ hour, has p.'It the matter beyond 
(joubt. An honnrable gentlemall from Virginia (Mr. Sheffey) 
h'ls pro;>osed an amendment 10 this bill, limiting the service of 
t.ht: troops to be rai,ed by itl provisions, to objects of defenr.e 
To lhe blll thlls amended he ofFered his sllpport, and would 
have: been cheerfully followed by bh friends. The amendment 
walll't'jed~d. I! is certain, therefore. that the real Object of this 
proposilioD to incre~se the military force to any extra?rdinary 
degree. by extra()rclin~ry means, is to act over again rhe scents 
01 the two last camp"igns. To that obj~ct I callnot lend my 
suppOt t. I am alrtacly satisfied with tile exhibition. 

Give me leave to .BY, sir, that the lone on the subject of th~ 
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Conquest of Canada, seems to be not a lillIe clllnged. Before 
the war,that conquest, was represmtt!d to be quite an easy affair. 
The valiant spirits who meditatt:d it, were only fearful, lest it 
shQuld be tOI) t!"sy to be glorious; . Tbey bad no appro:ben~ion, 
exc~pt thllt resist;mce would not be so powtrful os to render tha 
victory splendid. Tbese ~onlident t:xpcctQtlonlt were ho,vever 
accompanied with a commendable spirit of moderation, the true 
mark of great Qlinds, a~lIi it W.IS gravely &aid, that WCl ough t 
not to make too large a gl'asp for dommion. but to stop in our 
march of conquest northward, son'ewht:I,t! about the lint! of per· 
petual congeiation. lIr.d to leave to o\lr enemies or others, the 
resltlue 01 the continent to the pf)le. HQ\v happens it, sir. 
that this countrv iO eo~y olhcquisition, and over which accordiog' 
to the pr"phecies we were to have been by this time legisla .. 

. ting and dividing into st .. les and 't:rritorits, is not yet ours I-
N,,>, sir ~ow h.ppens it that we are not even fre-e from inva~ 
sion 'lursdves ; thatgentkmen htre call on us by all Ihe mo­
tives of patriotism to assi'.;t in the deft:nce of our own soil. and 
pourtny b.r')l'e us tile state of the frontier by frequent and ani~ 
mated allusion to all those topic. whiah the modes of Indian 
warfare uoually suggest? 

This.slr, is not v-hat we wer!! promised. Thi& is not the en­
tertailOlliIeot to whi:h we wen! invited. This is no fulfilment 
of thuH pr<:dictions, which it was deemed obstinacy it tiel( not 
to be!iev". This is 110\ that barvest of greatness and glory.the 
seeds of which were supposed to b" sown, with Iht: ueclaratiou 
of war. 

,Vhen we ask, sir, for the causes of tbese disappointments 
we are told that they are owing to t~e opposition which the 
war em:nunlers, in this HOtlloe, lind among the people. All 
the f:vils which amict tRe country are imputed to opposition. 
This is the f~8hionable doctrine, both here and elsewhere. It is 
said to be owing to oPp05sition that the war became necessary; 
and owing to opposition also that it has been prosecut~d with 
lIO better success. 

Thill, sir, is DO' new strain. It has been sung a thou5iand 
times. It b the con slant tune of .:very weak and wicked ad. 
ministration. What minister ever yet acknowledged, that the 
evils which fell on his country were the necesury consequences 
of his own incapa::ily. his own f611y. or his own c:orruption? 
W:hat .p,)ssts30r.of political power ever yet failed to charge the 
mlschlefs resultmg frtml his own measures, upon those Who 
had uniformly opposed those measnres f l'he people of the 
United Statu may well remember tohe administration of Lord 
North. He lost America to his r.ountry. Ytl I.e could find 
pretences tor throwing the odillm upon his opponents. He 
could throw it upon tbose who had forewarned him of consc· 
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queoces from the fir~t, and who llad opposed him, at every 
lita!;e or his diustrous policy, with all the force of trllth,&: reatoll 
line! la!tlll. It was not his own weakness, hi, own ambition, 
his OWD luvt' of arbitrary power, which disatf~cted tha coloniCI. 
It was nut the Tea ad, llle Stamp act, or tilt: lIu~ton Port Bill 
that s,vered the Empire 01' Brirain. Oil, no ! -It Wall owing 
10 "n :auh of ar\mifllSlr~tioll. II was the work of oppl'Isition. It 
\lias the imp~r'ill<:llt h'Jldn<:ss of Chatham; the idl<: declamation 
olf F, x ; arid tl.<: ll"""3.onatlld sarcasm of Barr.:! Thtse m~n. 
aud men like thlm. woula not j')in ttlt: min,,;<r in ~II! Amertcill 
war. They would 'lOt givt: the name: and charact!!r of wi~dom 
to ",~ wllKh they helievcd 10 bt: the ~xlreme of folly. They 
wc,u:d not pro[1ounc<: those mel:sures just and honourable 
wi,ich tbeir principles led th~m to detest. Tht:y ceclared tile 
l)li'lister~' wur til ht: wanton. They for~5ilw its end, and point.:d 
it Ollt plainly both to tbe mi,'istt:r and to the countrY.-Ht: 
pronoullctd Ihe opposilion to bl: sdlhh and lactiou~. He: pa .. 
~iSkd in his cours!! ; and the I'~suh i$ in history. 

This tx~O)ple of ministerial justice se<:ms to have become a 
modd fnr Illest: lilR~s and this counlry. 'Yith ~Iight shadci 
of di1f~rtncc, owin{(' 10 diff~reDt degreu of ralent' and ability, 
Iht; imitation is sufficit:ntly exact: It requires little imagina­
tioT) to Caney one';-sdf sometimes to be li~!ening 10 a recita­
tion of tbe captiv«ting orations of the occupants of Lord Nortb's 
Tl't"sury Bench. \Ve are told that our opposilition has divi­
ded the govtrnment, and divided the country. Ihmember, sir, 
th~ state of the golternment and of the country, when the \Vsr 
wus cleclartcJ. Did not differences of opinion lhen exist? _Do 
We not know that Ihis !'nuse wa~ divided ?--Do we not l>.now 
that the other bOlW: w~s still mOI'e dlvid<:d I-Does not evo:1'y 
man, to whum the publia do:umt:nls are accessible know, tbat 
in tbat otber house OIlC single vote, having bten givtn other­
wise than it W:\9 would have rej~ct"cJ the act declaring war and 
adopted a different cour5e of measures? A parental, guarcJi. 
;m j.;ovornmem would have rlgard~d Ihat IItare of things. It 
would h~v" w~i;~hed such consilkr .. lions-It would have inqlJjr. 
fd cody bnd di'p.s.ion~tely into Ihe state of public opinion in 
the States of this eOllf",k~al y- It would have looked especially 
10 tho.e Stat~» most concel'lltd in Ill" profeised objects of tbt: 
wdr, and wllO,e int"I'tli'S wert! t.) be most deeply Qif,;cted by it. 
Such a g(Jverrllllclll, kll_,wing that j, s str"nf;lh cf}nsjsled in the 
union of ophiofl among the people. would have takeD no Slep 
ofsucb imp,"tar.ce. without that union; nor would it haH; 
mistak~n mere party Ceding for natbn~1 sentiment. 

TIl"t occasion sir. calkd fut· a !ar[;'~ and liber~1 vie,,' of 
things. Nut only the degree of unir,n in the; sentiments of the 
people: ; but Ill:: natun: anc! structure: of the ~;;Y'rnment ; th; 
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teneral habits and pursuits of the communi!y; the pro&abla 
eonsequences of the ... ar· immediate and remote, on our civil in­
stitutioni: the effect of a vast milit~ry pa\r()nt1~e ; tlot: vHiclY 
of important locdl interests Bod bbject~ ;-Iht.ht: wcre tonsidtr~' 
tions essentially belonging to the 5utject. It \va~ nllt eouugh 
that gOllerl,ment could make nut its cause of \\;'1' on papt.f, 
.nd get tht: beller tlf Engl'lOd in ~h.e arg?~lltnr. '1~I'is ~<I' 1'1:. 

q".isile ; but not all tbat w~s r<quISitl!. 1 he qutSII<n ot 'Val' 
or P"acc; in 10 country hke this, is not to he compressed into Ihtl 
compass Ihat would bdit a small litigation. It is not to ba 
rnacle to turn upon a pill. IncapabJr- in i', n"ture of beine; de­
cided up .. o technical rules, it is unSt to be discusst(\ ill the 
manner whicb usually eppertains to the foren&ic lo&bit. It should 
be r~garded Bll a great qUl."stion, not only oJf I igH, but ahr> of 
J'lrudt:nce and of expediency. Reasons of a gcnt!ral nature. 
reasons (Jf a moral natur~ ; (;onsider"tioos which go back tl) 

tht origin of out' institutions, and other c(onsi'.eratioos whletl 
look forward to our hopeful progress in futuro: tim~s, all belong 
in their just proportions alld gr8dations. to a qUcs'ion, In thu 
celerminalion of which the happiness of the presdnt and of fu­
ture gereratiohs 0I8y be so much conc~rned. 

I have hea"d no satisfactory vindication of th.: war or. ground!! 
like those. Thty IIppe~r not to have suited the ten, per or 
that time. Utterly astonished at the d<!c1aration of w~r, 1 hava 
been sll.rprist:d at nothing since. Unless all hislory deceive (I 
me, I saw how it w(>uld be prostcl1letl, when I saw how it was 
begun. Tbere is in tht: nature of things an ullchaogablit re .. 
lation between rash c,)uncils and feebl~ executIOn. 

It was not, sir, the minority. that brought 011 the war. Look 
to your r~rords. from the date of the embargo in 1807, w 
Juce 1812. Every thing lha! men could do, thty did, tG 
stay ),our course. WheD allast tbey could drecl no morc, 
lh~y u~gE'd you to delay your meaSilft:9. Theyentreatec! you 
td \tive yet a lillie time for deliberatien, and to wait for favora. 
\1\1 events. A~ if inspired for the purpose of arre!;ting }"ot:r 
progress, they laid before YOI1 the c'JOseqnences of your meas~ 
urelo, just as we have seen them since t~ke place. They pre~ 
dieted to you their effects on public opinion. They told you. 
that instead of bealing, they would illfhme political di5.ensions. 
Tbey pointed out to you also whal would and what mu!! happe/t 
on the frontier. That which since halh happtned there. is but 
their prediction. turned into history. Vain is lhe hope, then, 
of escaping just retribution, by imputing to the minority of the 
government, or to the opposition among the people,the rlisasters 
of these limes. Vain is the atltmpt to impose thus on the 
common sense of mankind. 'fhe world has had too much ex­
pericu.c;t: of ministerial ahifts and evasions. It has It:arntd to 
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judge of men by their aClions. and of measures by their COD!e~ 
1.uences. . 

If the purpose be. by casting the.e imputations upon thoBe 
who are opposed to the policy of th" goyernment, to check their 
freedom of enquiry, discussion and dt:bnte, such purpose h IIlsll 
incapable of being executed. That opposition is constitutional 
and legal. It is also conscientious. It rests in setlled and sobt:r 
conviclion, that Buch policy is dt~tructiye to tbe intuesI5 of 
the people, and dangerous to tbe being of the ~I)vernment. The 
experience of every day confirms these sentiments. M.:n who 
act tram sach motives are not to be discouraged by trilling ob­
stacles, nor awed by allY dangtrs. They know Ihe limit of 
constitutional Opposilion-up to that limit. at their oWn discre­
tion. they will walk. and walk feal'lessly. If tbey should find, 
in the bistory of thir country, a prelledent for gOing over. I 
trust thsy will not follow it. They are not of a school. in whIch 
insurrection is taught as a virtue. They will not ileek promo­
tion through the paths of ledition, nor qualify themselves to 
aerve their country in any of the I,igh Jepattments of its gOY_ 
ernment. by making rebellion the first element in 'their polilical 
science. 

Important as I deem it to discuss, on all proper occasions, the 
policy of the measures al presc!nt pursuedt it is still more im r 

-rortant to maintain the right of such diSCUSSIOn, in its foil and 
just extent. Sentiments lately sprung up. and now growing 
fashionable, make it necessary to be explicit on this point The 
more I perceive a diBposition to check ll,e freedom of inquiry 
by extravllgant and unconstitutional pretences, the firmer shall 
be lhe tone, ih Which I shall assert, alld the freer tbe manner in 
which I shall exercise it. It is the ancient and undoubted pre. 
rogatiye of this people to canvass public measures and the mer .. 
its of public men. It is a " home.bred right," a fire· side priv. 
ilege. It hath ever been enjoyed in every house, cotla~e ar"". 
callin io the nation. It is Dot to be drawn into controversy .• ~_. 
is as undoubted as the right of breathing the air, Cir walkirilt 
on the earth. Belonging to private life as a right, it belongs 
to public life as a duty; and it is the last duty, which those 
whose .Representative I am, shall finll me to abandon. Aim­
ing at all times to be courteous and temperate in itl! uset except 
when the right itself ShAll be questinned, I shall then carry it to 
its extent. I shall then place myself on the extrt::me ~ndary 
of my rig~t. and bid ddiance to any arm, that would m~ellle 
from my ground. This high constitutional privileges I shall 
defend and exercise within this house. and wlthout tbis house. 
and in all places; in lime of war, in lime of peace, and at all 
tim<s. Living I shall assert. dying I shall aSSeTt ie, and should I 
leave no otber inheritance to my chiidreD, by the blessing of 
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God! will still leavethern the inheritance of free prinriplt!\. 
IInJ the example .. fa manly,ind~pcr.dcnt, and constitutional de­
f<:llcc: of tb~m, 

\VhoeVcr, sir, wotlld discover the causes,' which have produ­
'ced the ?r~s<:nt'st:lte of things, must look fOl' them, not in the 
dl'orts of opposi:ion, but in Ihe nalure oCthe war. in which w .. 
an: engaged, i£nd in the manner in which ils profc::ssed objects 
have: beeu IItl.mpted to be obtained, Quite too small a portion 
of pu\,olic opinion was in ["vor of tbe W;U'.IO justify h. originally, 
A much smaller portion is ill favor of the mode in which it 11311 

been conducted. This is the radical infirmity, Public opinion, 
tmong and ullited, is ilOt with you, in your Canada projec~.-:­
Whether it ought to be. or ought not to be. the filct tha~ It IS 
Rot, should, by this time, be evident to a\l; and it is the busi-
11<:55 of practical stateSlFlcn, to acl uPQn the state of things as it 
is. and not to be always atlempting to prove what it ought to be. 
The acquisition of that country is not an object, generally de­
sirtd t.y the p~ople, Some gentlemen, indeed, say it IS not their 
ultimall: object; nnd \hat they wish i'. only B,S the mealls of ef~ 
feeling other PUl'poses, But, sir, a large portion of the people 
believe that a desir.: for the conquest and final retention of 
Canada is the mainspring of public meaSlIres, Nor is the o. 
pinion without ground, It has been distinctly avowed. by 
public mtn, in a public manner. And if thb be not the object" 
it is not easy to see the connexion between your means and 
end~. At least, that portion of the people, that is not in the 
habit of refining far, cannol set" it. You are, you say, at war 
for maritime rigbts and free tnde, But tht'y see you lock IIp 
your commerce and aba,ldon the ocean, They see you invade 
,Ill interior province of the enemy, They see you involve your­
s~lve~ in a bloody war with \he native savages: and they ask 
you, If you havt. in truth, a maritimt: controversy with the west­
ern Indians, and arc: really contem:ing for Sailorli' rights with 
the tribes nf t he Prophet 1 In my judgment, the popular senti. 
ment, in tbil, C4se, correspondll with the tiounuest political dis .. 
crelion, In my humble opinion, YOll are not only not able to 
travel in the road you have taktn. but if you were, it would 
lOot conduct you to your object. 

I am aware, sir, that both the pt'ofc;ssed objscts of the War. and 
the manner of prosecutin~ iI, may receive the nominal appro .. 
~ation ot a great m3jority of thosc, who constitute the prevail­
lllg party in Ihe country, But I know also how extrt'mely falla_ 
cious IIny i,nferc:nce from that circumstance: WORld be, i/l favor of 
the real popUlarity of the measure. 10 times lik .. these, a greu 
measure o~ a prevlllent party becomes inccrporated with the 
party intcr<:~t,' To quarrel with the measure, wouldbe 10 a. 
liliUI.sjOIl the lJ~r,y. Party con;.ideraliQDs, tnerefor" indllCC: all 

B. 
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IItquiescence in that, on which the fatl of party is suppo!(d f" 
ilepend. Gentlemen, sir, fall inro strlln~e inconsistencies on Ihig 
subjecr. They telllI'5 thnt the \IIal' is popular; tha~ the invasion 01 
Cana:la is I'opmar, and tbat it would have succeeded, bt!fora 
this time. had it not bec:n for the force ofopposilion, Sir, what 
·~Ives force to opp·osition in this country? Certainly nothing 
but the popularity of the cause of opposition, and the num­
bers who espouse it. Upon Ihis Brgumenl, then in what an un­
precedented con<lition are the people of these stutes! We 
have on our hand. a most popular war; we have also a most 
popular opposition to that 'var. "\Ve call1'lOt posh the medS­
tIre. the opposition is so popular. We un not retract it, tbe 
mea3ure itsdfis so popular. "\Ve can nti:hcl' go forward, 
nor b~ckward, 'V 0: a,'e at the very centre of gravity i-the 
poiJlt of perpetual resl ! 

The trutb is, sil'l tbat partt support s not the kind oi sup· 
port necessary \0 sustain tbe eoufltry thrntigh a long. expensive 
lind bloody contest; and thIS should bave been conaider~d, be­
fore the war Was declal"·'J'. 1'h~ cause to be Successful must 
be upheld by other sentiments. and higher motives. It must 
draw to itlelf the sob~.· approbation 01 the great mass of tile 
peop!e. It must enlist, not their tempora ry or party feelings 

. but their steady patrhtisrh. lind their constant zeal. Unlike 
tbe old nations of Euro[>e, rhere lire in this country no dregs 
ofpopulatioD, fit only tn supply the cnnstant waste .:If war. and 
out of which an army can be raised, for hire, at any time and 
for any purpose. Armies of any magnitude can here be noth. 
inl:' but Ibe people embodied; and if tbe object be one 
for which Ibe people will not embody, there can be no armies. 
It is, llhink, too plain to be doubted that tt.e ('on quest of(':an~ 
ada i3 such an Object. Tbey do nnt feel the impulse or ade­
quate motive. Not unmiDdful of military distinction, they 
are yet not I3nguine in tbis contest. The harvest, thus 
hr, they perceive has not been great. The prospect of the fu. 
ture is no greater. Nor lire they altogether reconciled to the 
principle of tlois inl·asion. Canada, they know, is not to be 

. conquered, but by drencbing its soil in the blood of its inhabit .. 
ants. 1 hey hive to thirst for that blood. Tbe 1J0rdr.rers, 'en 
tlie line. cOOnccted by 1I0od Bnd marriage, ar.d all tbe ti.s of 
t!:ocial life, have no disposition to bear arms against one anoth. 
er. Merciless indeed has been the fate c.f some of Iheee peo. 
pIe. I understand it to be a fact; that in some of the afrdirs, 
which w(" call battles, because we have had nothing else to give 
the name to, brother has been in arms against brother. The 
bosom of the parent has been expo~ed 10 the bayonet of hill 
~.wn s?n. Sir, I hono~ the people that shrink from a wariare 
hk~thrs. I applaud t!leu- scntiment. IIDd their feelings. Th.y 
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are such as religion and humanity dictate, and MNh as Hone bl\t 
cannibals would wish to erl\dicate fl'om the human heart . 

. You hllve not succeeded in dividing the people of the prov. 
inces from their govarnme:nt. Your commanders tell you that 
they are univcruliy hostile to your cause:. 1t is not, therefol'e. 
to mllke war on their government; it is to make war, fierce, 
crud, bloody war, on the people themselves, tbat you call to 
your standard the Yeomanry of the NOI'tbern States. The tx· 
paieI:ce of two campaign> should have tau{;ht you, tllat they 
will not obey that call. Government has put itself in every 
pllStUl'e. It has use,d supplication and intreaty ; it has alao me­
naced. and it atill m~nact:s compuliion. All is in vain. It can. 
nor l·,nger conceal its weakness on this point. Look to the 
oiII bdure you. Dees not that Ilpeak a language exceeding ev. 
ery thill!; I have said? You l~s! year gave II bounty of sixteen 
dollars. You now propose: to gtve a bounty or one hundred and 
twen!y·four dollars, and you say Y9u have no "op!: of obtain­
ing men at a lower rate, This is sufficiunt to convince mc: i 
it will be sufficient to con'vince the enemy, and the Whole "orld, 
yoursclvts only excepted, what progre~s your Canadil war i~ 
makint; in the affections of the people. 

It is to no want of natural resoul'sc:s, or natural strength, ill 
tht: country, that your failures c.an be Ilttrib.ned. The North­
ern States alone are able to overrun Canada in thirty days, 
armed or unarmed, in any cause Which should propel them by 
inducements sllfliciently powerful. Recur, Sir, to history. Aa 
early as 1745, the New.England colonies raised an army oftive 
thousand Olen, and tOil.!) Louihbl:rg from the troopll of France. 
On wh'lt point of the ~my's territory, let me ask, have you 
brollght an eqlJ~1 force 1'1 bear, in the whole course of two cam· 
paigns ; On 'another occasion, more than half a ct:nturr ago., 
ManachusC:lll alont, although its popUlation did not exceecl 
o!jt: third of its present '!lmount, had an army of twelve thou­
sand mtn. Of these, sevrn thousand were at one time employ· 
"d agaiDst Canada. A strong motive was then felt to t'xi$t. 
Wilh equal exertion. that Commonwealth could now furnish uu 
army of forty thou~and men. 
you have prosecuted this illvasiOIl for two campaigns, They hlY~ 
cost you vutly more, upon the a~erage, than Ihe campaigns of 
the revolutionary war. The project has already cost the A­
merican pt'ople nearly half ros much a~ the whele price paid far 
Independence! The resQIt is before ~IS. Who daes not s:e and 
feel~ thl1t tbis result disgraces u~ I 'Vho deei not see in w',·at 
e,;timatioll our martial prowess must be by this time hold.:n. by 
lhe ",nem,', and by the world! J~dll.illl.tl·<I(ion has made i(~ 
plaster effort to subdue a prnfin .< , (hrtc lholJsand miles rt:!l1OV­

eft from tbe: lD'lther ~oUI~Lry j :"':'0 ilt "LI' OWDuoors j ~c!ticelf 



( 12 ) 

equal in nalural slrength, to 'the it.'!!! of the S.t~tC5 of II,is I;on .. 
fedtbicy;' and defendttl by external ahllo a limi'tc!'d t x teni. ~t 
has presistul two campaigns-and it has railed. LeI Ihe us­
pon,ibilily rest whl;!re 11 ought: The world will not aIlcr~be the 
juue to want 01' spirit 01" patriotisQl ill lhe Ame:ican people. 
The l'osseslion of those qllaliliea, in high ar,d hon0J:able d('t 

grees, they have heretoiore illustriously evinced, and spread out 
thl! preoE on the record of their revolution. .1'hey will be still 
true 10 their character, iii anv cause which they feel to be their 
own· In all o::allses, Ihey "'iii defend themselves. The enemy, 
as we have seen. can make no permalH:nl stano, in any. pOI'U· 
IOU5 part of the counlry.· . 

Its citizens will drive back his forces to the line. nut al that 
lin"!. 'It the poio~ where defence ceases. allli invasion begins,. 
they stop. They do not pass i.l. because Ihey do nol chuse to, 
pass it. OlltriDg no serious obstacle to their actual p'lwer, it 
rises like a C!ulIese \Vd II , agJiost thdr sentiments and It.eir. 
feelings. 

It is nat;)ral, Sir, snch bdn:;- my or-inion Oil Ihe present stale. 
of things, that I sholll!! be a~ked what, in my judgment, ough~ 
to be done. In the first plac~, thtl!, I answer, 'yithdraw y')ur 
invading armie~, and follow counst:ls whic h the natioF\al s,nti· 
ment will suppen, In the ntxt place, abandon the system or 
commercial res!l'iction. That system is equally ruinous tl} the 
interests, and obooxious to :he f~elings of whole sf:ctior,s. ar.<\. 
whole st3t<.S. They btliewe you have no (,0Ilstjl·4tjor.al right Lo 
establish such sys!em~ They ~rolest to YOI1, that such is nol, 
and never wa'S, their unuerstanr:ling of YOllr pnwen, They are 
sincere in this opinion, and iL is 01 infinite mome.,t. that you 
duly respect that OpiOlOD, although fllU may deem it to be erro· 
ne.ous. Tnese people. sir, re!i~ted Great Britain, because her 
minister, under pretenc.e of regulating trade, attempted to put 
his hand, iRIO their pock~ts, a:ld t~ke·their mr.ney. TIl.ere is that. 
Sir. whieh they then valued. and which they still value, more 
than money. That pretence of reguhting trade they b~lieved 
to be a mere cover for tyranny and oppression. The pr~&ent 
embargo. which does not vex, and harrass, and embarrass their 
commerce. but annihihtes it, is also laid by color of a power to 
regulate trade. For i£ it be not laid, by virtut of this power, it 
is laid by virtue of no power. Jt is not wonderful, Sir, if Ihis 
fihould be viewed by them as a slate of things, not contemplllt~d 
when they came into th~ national compact. 

Let me suppose, Sir, that when Ihe Convenlion of one of Ihe 
comrnHdal statts, Massachusetts for example, was deliberalin~ 
on the allo~lion of this Constitutir,n, some person, to whose opeu. 
ing vision ihe future had been disclosed. had appeared IImo"g. 
\ihem. He would have seen there I.he Patriots who .. !;k~d L~e 
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craul~ of liberty in America. He would have ~rell.tlJ(re stafr~· 
men and warrion, who had borne no rlisllOflorabl .. 'parts in the 
counsels of their 'country, and on her /id<Js of b"t1le, He would 
JH\Ve f'lODd thest! men recommending the adoption of this In­
"trument to a people. full of the feding of independence, and 
naturally jealous of all governmer:ts but Ihdr own. 1'.11\1 he 
would ha~e found, that tht: Ic~din~, 1!Jt' principal, at,d Ihl finel­
Iy prevalent argument, was the protection ana extension of crTl/' 
moree. 

Now snppose, Sir. Ihat this Person, having the know\ccig-e of 
future limes, h~d lold them-I, This instrument. to which yon 
now commit your fales. shall for a lime not Lcceive your hc·pt s. 
Administered and practi~ed, as you now underEtand il. it sh311 
.. nable you to carry your favorite'pur~uit~ to an w'l'rt:cedenteJ 
e;o<tent. The increase of your numbers. of your wealth. arid of 
your genel'~l prosperity, shall exceed your expectations. Bm 
other time$ shall arri\·e. Other counsels '~hall prevail. In the 
midst of this extension and gro\vth of commerce and prosperi!:" 
an Embargo, severe and universal. shull ht: laid upon )00. lor 
eigh:een months. This slJ~lI be 6ucct:~ded by non-imporl3ti'lns, 
re"trictiolls and emLarrassmtllls. of every citscrip'ion. 'Val 
wilh the mosl powerful maratime nation on &arth. shall follow. 
This WOI' sh:>11 be declared professedly lor your bend'.'. and fl,e 
:protection of your intertsts. It shall be declared ntvcrthekss 
rrgain8/ your ur~ent .. remonstrance. Your voice shalJ he heard, 
but it shall be heard only to be disregarded. It s')all he a W~~ 
~or sailors' righls, against the !entiments ortho~e to whom eigllt 
tenths of the ~eamcn of the country belong. It s',al! be a ~'ar 
for maritime ri>;h:ss fcreed upon thuse who ar:: blone interested 
i;: ~ueh concern~. It sll.1l1 bl;; brought upon you by those I', 
whom seamen and commerce shall be alike lloknow'l ; who shall 
Jlever have heard suq:es "rthe sea; anfl inlo whose minds Ih,,' 
idea of a ship shall never tave entered, ~orough the eye, li!1 II .. y 
.nail come, Irom beyond the western I.ills. co take tn" protecticn 
of YOUI' maritime rights, and the guardiar."hip of your comm.r­
eial interests. into their skillful and t:xperielJced I.ands. B"ir'f~_ 
iog lhe enemy to the blockade ofyou.- ports, they ohall le~v" 
your coasts to be undefended. or dtf"nded b:: yourselves. Mind­
ful of what may ye remain of YO\lr commerce. tllty shall "i'sit 
you with another Embargo. They shall cut ofi' YOllr intercour,,. 
of every de~cril?tion, \Vil~. foreir,-n natinns. This not nnlr ; th··y 
shall cut ofT your inlercourse of every description by wata. Wilh 
your sister states. This not only ;1 they .hall cur oft· your in­
lerC'lUne of every description by.wa:er,betwecn the porlH "f y'ltlr 
own statt:s. They shall sdz~ your accustomed commr:rc~.in "}'ery 
limb, nerVe, and fibre, hnd hold it, ~s in the j.w~ oj <l(!atl\.'~ 

I now pill it to y"U' Sir. whethel' if this practical Jriministra. 
~\on of the conslitution had been laid before them, th",. would 
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have ratilkd ¥. I ask you,if the hand of H aneock himself woulel 
not sooner have committed iI \0 the ~ame5 ?-If then,Sir,thcy.did 
not believe, !lnd from the terms of the instrument bad no rell­
!ion to ~dieve, that it conferr~d liuch powers on the government. 
then, I $ay. tho: present course of its a<lnliD~\tra.tioD i5 not COD­
listent with ttl spirit and m~aning. 

:r..et any man examine our history. a!;ld he will {lod Ihat the 
constitutioll of tht' country owes its exis:ence to Ihe commerce 
of lhe countr,. Let him inquire of those who are old enough to 
remember, and Ihey will tell it to him. The idea oj such a com­
pact. 85 is well knowlI, was first unfolded in a meeting of Dde • 
g;&tes from di(f~rent states holden for the (,urpose of making som~ 
voluntary agreements respectillg lrad,~, anel establishing a com" 
mon tariff, I see near m~ an honorable and venerable Gentle_ 
mand (Mr. s'cbqreman. of N~w .• Jer~ey.) who bore a part in th .. 
delibcrations of that a~embly, "nd wlao put his hand 10 Ihe first 
recommendation, ever addre.sed 10 the people of these States bY' 
any body of m:n, to forll) a nalional cOllStitution. He will vouch 
fOf the trulh of my remark. He will tell you Ihe motives which 
IIctGated him, and his, a!\80ciates, as well as the wbole couolry, 
lit Ihal time. The f~itl. of t1!is Dation i& pledged to Its commerce:, 
formally and solemnly. I call upon you to rcd;:em that pledge. 
flot by sacrificing. while you profess to "egard it ; l>ur by un' 
lihacklinr; it. and prot;:cti.ng it,an~ {osterin!; it, according to youl" 
;.bility. aod tht: reason~llie exp,ec,ation,s of thos" who have com· 
mi:ted it to till: care of govel'Oment. ~D thlO commerce of the 
4:ouAlry. the constitution bad iu b~rth. In the extinction of tbllt 
commerce. it will find iIi gran·. I u~e not the tone 01 intimi­
tlatiol'l or In~nace:, but I f"rewarn you of consequences. L<l it 
be rem~mbel·~d. thilt in my place, Ihis day, and in the; dis­
charge of my public duty, l conjure you to alter your course. 
I urge to you the lallgl.age: of e:nlrealy. I bes~ech you. by your 
best hopes of your coufltry's prosperity;-by you,r regat'd fr.r 
the preservation of her gove,"ment.~.,"d her unio,n ;..,.by your 
own ambition.'as honorable men, of It:tuling hereafter in th .. 
councils of a great and r;rowing empire:; -I conjure YO\l., by 
every motive: which can b~ addr,,"ssed to Ibe miqd of man, \hat 
you abandon ~'our sy~~em of rntrictions ...... that rou aban¢on, ~t 
lit once-and abandoo it fOlever, 

The humble ait!. "'hi:h it \vollld be in. my power to render 
to mealur~~ of go\·crnment. shatl be j;i"tn chtcrfll,lIy, if gov­
ernmllnt "'ill pursue measures which 1 can conscientiously &Up· 

port. B ,d7y as I think of Ihe originaJ grounds of the war, as 
JNt:I1 as the manner in which it has bt:en hitherto conduc­
ted, if even now, fsiling in an honest and siccer.: attempt to pro, 
cure just a,nd honorable peace, it wiII return to m~llsur!:s, of de­
~nc" and (lro~e·c~ion, 5~ch jlS reason, ano;! commonSl=nse, and t!l,u 
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l)l,lblic opitiioll all call for; in)' vnte shall not be withhold en rrorit 
the means. Gi.,c up your futile projects of invasion. r:lI'tin­
guish the fires that blaze bh your inland frontiers. Estabiish 
perft'Ct safely and deftnce there, by alitqu>te force. Ltt every 
mlln that sleeps on your soil sleep in security. Stop the blood 
tllat flows from the nins of unarlned yeomanry Bnd women and 
children. Give to tht: Ihing time to bury and lament their dead, 
in the quietnt8S of private sorrow. Having perlormed this work 
01 beni6cence and mercy on your inland border, turn. 80d look 
with the eye of justice anll compas\ion on your '185\ populatloll 
alol'g the coast. Uuclench the iron grasp of your Embargo. 
Take measures for that end, before another sun sets upon you. 
With all the war of the enemy on your commerce, if you would. 
cease to war on it yourselves, you ",ould still have some com­
merce. That commerce would give you 80me revenue. Apply 
tbat revenue to the augmentation of your navy. 'that navy, in 
lurn. will protect your commerce. Let it no longer be said, that 
'Oot one ship of force, built by your hands dnce the war. yet 
floats u(lon tbe ocean. Turn the c:urrent of your efforts int(j 
the channel which nat:onal sentil1lent has already worn broad 8Ii 
d,ep to receive it. A naval force, competent to defend youI' 
coast against comi<!erable armaments,to convoy your trade, and 
perhaps raise the blocltade ohome of your rivers, is not a chi .. 
mera. It may be realized. If, then. the war must continue, 
go to the ocean. If you are seriously contending for maritimt!l 
rigbtl. go to the the~tre where alone those rights can be defend· 
ed. Thither every· indication of your fort.nes (loints 1Gu.­
There the united wishes and exertions of the nation will go witlt 
)rou. Even our party divisions, acrimonious as tl,cy arc. r.ease 
at the water's edge. They are lost in attachment to national 
character, on that element, where that character Is made re'i­
peelable. In protecling naval interests. by naval me'ns, YOIl 
will arm yoursdves with the Whole power of nationai'sentimeDI, 
Bnd may command the whole abundaDce of national resources. 
In time you may enable yourselves to redress injuries, iA the 
place where they may be offered, and if need be, to accompa­
ny YI)I:I1 own Ib~ tllroughout the world, with the protection of 
your own cannon. 
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