
A 

LETTER 
FROl\[ THE 

HON. TIMOTHY PICKERING, 
,f SENATOR OF '1'IlE UNITED STATES, 

FROM THE 

STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS, 

EXHIBITING TO HIS CONSTITUENTS, ' 

A VIEW OF TIlE IMMINENT DANGER, 

OF AN 

UNNECESSARY AND RUINOUS FYAR; 

ADllRESSED TO 

HIS EXCELLENCY JAMES SULLIVAN, 

GOVERNOR OF THE SAID STATE. 

TO WHICH IS ADDED, 

GOVERNOR SULLIVAN's ANSWER, 

"lRST HARTFORD, FROM THE SECOND BOSTO}! EDITION, 

HARTFORD: 

PRINTED BY LINCOLN A~D <l1EASON. 





1'0 THE READER. 

THE following is a public Letter. It is \'Cl'y pt'opCl'ly addressed (0-

the Gm"ernor, and through him to the Legislature; b,- this channel it 
would haye come most regularly to the eye 01' the whole people. It is 
not known to the publbhers why it has not been already printed for the 
lise of the public ;-.-whethel' it is only delayed, or intended to be entirely 
withheld. But a cop)" which was sent from \Vashington, after the ori­
ginal, to a private friend, has been happily obtained fo1' the press. 

If at this day any honest citizen can doubt of the' great credit and 
weight to which the facts and opmions of the \ V riter are fairly entitled, 
such citizen is referred to the vVriter's enemies for information. Among 
these many of the most respectable will say, that his pure patriotism and 
intrepid public virtue have honomed the name of Republican in our 
country, and would have honoured the best of the Romans, in the best 
days of Rome. 

B08ton, March 9111, 1808. 



.,,1 LETTER, <-~'c. 

CITY OF WASHINGTOJ',f, FEBRUARY 16,1808. 

SIR, 

IN the even current of ordinary times, an address 
from a Senator in Congress to his constituents mig-ht be dispens­
ed with. In such times, the proceedings of the -Executive and 
Legislature of the U oited States, exhibited in their jlublic acts, 
mig-ht be sufficient. But the present singular condition of our 
country, when its most interesting concerns, wrapt up in mystery, 
excite universal alarm, requires me to be no longer silent. Per­
haps I am liable to censure, at such a crisis, for not sooner pre­
senting, to you and them, such a ,jew of oUi' national affdil's as 
lIlY official situation has placed in my power. I now adddre,s it to 
you, Sir, as the proper organ of communication to the legislature. 

The attainment of TRUTH is ever desirable: and I cannot per­
mit myseif to doubt that the statement I now make must be ac­
ceptable to all who have an agency in directing the affairs, ancl 
whb are guardians of the interests of our Common'W~alth, which 
so materially depend on the measures of the Government of the 
Nation. At the same time, I am aware of the jealousy with 
which, in these unhappy days of party dissensions, my commu­
nications may, by some of my constituents, be received. Of 
this I wiil not complain: while I eal'llcstly wish the same jcal­
ousy to be extended towards all public men. Yet I may claim 
some sharc of attention and creclit.c....that share which is due to 
the man who defies the world to point, in the whole course of a 
long and public life, at one instance of deception, at a single cle­
parture fl'om TRUTH. 
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The I',MDARGO demands the first notice. For perhaps no act 
of the N~tional Government has eyer produced so I1luch solicit­
l~de, or spread such universal abrm, Because all naturall y con­
clude, that a measure pregnant with incalculable mischief to all 
classes of our fellow-citi:tells, would not have been proposed by 
the PresideEt, amI ,"doptecl by Congress, but fer causes deeply 
affectin"" the interests ancl safety of the n~\tion. It mllst have 
been ul;~lcr the iniluence of this opinion that the Ie~islative bodies 
of some States h:IYC exprescet! their approbation of the Em!x.r­
go, eithel' e;,plicitly, or Ly implic:ltion. 

The following were ,.II the papers bid by the President before 
Congress, ~,s the grounds of the Embargo. 

I. The proclamation of the King of Great-Britain rec;uiring 
the return 0;' his subjects, the seamen especially, from foreign 
countries, to aid, in this hour of peculiar danger, in the defence 
61' theil' own. But it being an acknowledged principle, that ev­
ery nation has a right to the se1'l'ice of its subjects in time of war, 
tb2<l prod:,I1Hction could not furnish the slightest ground for an 
Embargo, 

2. The extract of a letter from the Grand Judge Regnier to 
the French Attornev General for the Council of Prizes. This 
contained a partial i;1terpretatiol1 of the imperial blockading cle­
nee of l';ovember S I, 1806. This decree, indeed, and its inter­
pretation, present flagrant violations of our neutral rights, and 
of the eX;:'Lil1[," treaty between the United States and France: 
but still, the execution of that decree could not (from the small 
number of French cruisers) extensively interrupt our trade, 
These two papers were public:. 

3. The letter fl'Om Oul' l\linister, Mr. Armstrong, to Mr. 
Champagny, the French Minister of Foreign Affairs: and 

4. 1\11'. Cbampagny's answer. Both these ought, in form or 
suL"tance, ~.lso to Lave been made public. The latter would have 
furnished to am lution some idea of the views and expectations 
of France. But both were withdrawn by the President, to be 
deposited among other Executi\'(; secrels: while llci;her present­
ed any new ground to justify an Embargo. 

In the Senate, these papers \'/ere referred to a committee The 
cel"El;llce qnicLly reFur,,(~ a bill for hying an Embargo, agreea­
hly to t:1<:: 'h'C:hidem's proposal. This was l"'~~1d a ;]r5t, a second, 
and a tLird time, ~ILd passed; ancl ~.!l in the shurt compass orabout 
I'Jur hour~ ! c\', little time was repeutedly ast':d, to cb~:..il1 fUl'lhel' 
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ill formation, and to consider a measure "f such ','.OElelll, of suc\, 
universal concern: Lut tllese requests were denied. '" e were 
hurried into the ~a~,>age of the bi1\, as if (llere W:\S danger of its 
being rejected, if ,',C werc allowed time to obtain further infoI'· 
mution, and deliberately consider the subject. For to that time 
OUi' vessels were fredy ~~\ilillg on forei:~,11 \'Oy~'f';CS ; and in a na­
tional point of Yi~\',:, the departure of haIr a do;,,'n or a dozen morc, 
while we WC:;'C inquiring :il~O tl1'2 necessity or eXF~Ji'~i1cy of the 
Embargo, was of little moment. Or if the danger to our VL'iSelS, 

seamen and merchandize bad been so extrel1l~ as not to admit of 
one day's dduy, mlgbt not tImt c:-;:treme clap3:'-1' to h:n'c b~en ex­
hibited to Congress? The Constitution which r,~r[1~ires the Presi­
dent" to give to Congress ini'ol'1TIGlion ol tlle otate of the union," 
certainly meant, not jzartial but CO!Z1/iI~Le information on the sub· 
ject of a communication, so tiu' as he possessed it. And when it 
t!njoins him" to recommend to their considen,lion such m(':asures 
as he should judge necessary anel expedient, it as certaiIlly inten­
ded that those recomElenclalions should he bottomed on injorma­
tion comnzll'1icated, not on facts ,:v;lhlzeld, and locked up in the Ex­
ecutiYe cabinet. I-lad the public safety been CIt sta!,,e, Ot' any great 
public good been presented to our view, but which would be lost 
by a moment's deli,y; there would have been some apology for 
dis/zatch, though none tor acting without due l1:/oJ'mation. In 
truth, the measure appeared to me then, as it still does, and as it 
appears to the public, without a sufficient motive, without a legit­
imate object. Hence the general inquiry-" For what is the 
Embargo laid?" And I challenge any man not in the secrets of 
the E::ecutive to tell. I know, Sil', that the Pre~ident said the pa­
pers abovementioned" showed that great and increasing dangers 
threatened Ollr Yessels, our seamen, and Ollr 11lercb~lIldize :" but I 
also kn'ow that they exhibited no new dangas; n012C of which Ollr 
merchants and semlen 11'1c1 not been well appriz;ed. The British 
proclamation had many days bdol'e been published in the newspa­
pers [the copy laid before us by the President had been cut out ora 
newspaper ;] ane! so had the substance, if not the words of Reg­
nier's letter. Yet they had e':citeel little concern among 11Ier­

chants ane! seamen, the preservation of whose persons and proper­
ty was the /zrofessed object of the Presiclelll's recommendation of 
an Embargo. The merchdnts and 5'~amen could accurately esti­
mate tbe dangers of continuing tbdr commercial operations; of 
which dangers, indeed, tbe actual premiums ()f insurance were a 
satisfactory guage. Those premiums had very lilt Ie itICrea,ed: 
by the British pl'Oclamation not a cent: and by the r\~;ncll de· 
cree so little as not to stop commercial enterpriz,,'s. Tile great 
numbers of V(;')sels loading 01' loaded, and prepared 11)1' sea; the 
exertions every where made, on the first rumour of tIle i'mbargo, 
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to dispatch them; demonstrate the President's uangel's to be im­
aginanj-to have been a8811med. Or if great and real dangers, 
unknown to commercial men, were impending, or sure to fall, 
how de~irable was it to have had them officially declared and pub­
lished! This would have produced a voluntary embargo, and rre­
vented eycry complaint. Besides, the dangers clearly defined and 
undersLOod, the public mind would nut have been disquieted with 
imaginary fears the more tormentiug, becauoe uncertain. 

It is true that considerable numbers of veSSels were collected in 
our ports. and many held in sllspense: riot, however, from any 
new dangers which a/I/lcured ; but from the mysterious conduct of 
our afhirs, after the attack on the Chesapeake; and from the 
painful apprebension that tbe course the Presitknt was pursuing 
would terminate in war. The National IntelligenceI' (usually 
con~idered as the Executive newspaper) gave the alarm; and it 
"Was echoed tbrough the United St~,t(;s. \ Val', probable or inevi­
table war, was the constant tberne of the newspapers, and of the 
conversations, as was reported, of rcrsons supposed to be best in­
formed of Executive designs. Yet amid this din of war, no ade· 
quatt' prepanllions were se-en ma\,ing to meet it. The order to de­
tach <l hundred thousand militia to fight the I>itish navy (for there 
was no appear~mce of an enemy ill 31lyother shape) was so complete­
]y ab~urd, as to excite, with men of common sense, no other emo­
tion than ridicule. Not the ,hadow of a reason that could operate 
()n the mind of a man of common understanding can be offered 
in its justilication. The refusal of the British officer to receive 
the frigate Chesapeake as a !Iri::e, when tendered by her comman· 
del', is a demonstration that the attack upon her was exclusiH:ly 
for the purpose of taking their deserters; and not intended as the 
commtncement of a 'tt.'ar bety:een the two nations. The Pre~ident 
knew that the British had no invading army to land on our shores; 
and the c1etatchcd militia would be us(;]ess, except against land­
forces. Why then "'CIS this order for the militia gi\'en I-The 
nature of the case, and the actual state of thin~s, authorize the in­
rel ence, that its immt-d;ate if not its only object, was to increase tbe 
public ahll m, to aggravale the public resentment against Creat­
Brit".in, to e2~ci: e a Yial' pulse; and the height of this artificial 
fever of the public mind, which was to be made known in Great­
Britain, to n;new tbe demands on her government; in the poor 
expectation of cxtorLillg, in that state of thing's, concessions of 
points whicb she had always considered as her rights, and which 
at all times and under all circumstances, she hac! uniformly refused 
to relinlJuish. The result of the subsequent negociation at Lon­
dO~l bas ~hown how utterly unfounded wab the Presidenl's expec­
tatIOn, how perfectly useless all this bluster of ,var. \ Vbile no 
well informed m,111 doubted that the British Con:rnm~llt w()U\d 
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m~\ke suitrtble reparation for tile: attack on the Chesapc:J.ke. The 
P:'e"jclcnt himsdl~ in his proci:J.11lcttion, had phced the aff"il' OIl 

l.h:ll footinp;. A rupture betwet:11 the two nations, said he, "i:-; 
eq'Ll]v 01»)'()Sl~c1 to tbe intCl'l",ts of botb, as it is to aSSU1'ances of the 
me, f"it'Tldly llispositions on tbt: part of the Bl'itish G(wernment, 
in t!:;;; mir\st of which this olltrage \Y'15 committed. In this light 
t:1C Sl!"l;ect cannot but present itself to that GoverIlment, and 
stl'~n:;the\' tile motives to :J.ll honom'able repar:J.tion for the wrong 
,yhlCh has 'Jet!) clone." And it is now well known that such rep­
;c,',ttlJ:1 mi:!;ht hwe been promptly obt:J.inecl in London, had the 
Presi(i:::11l's instructicils to r,Ir. Monroe been compatible \riliJ such 
an acljustn1ent. lIt: was requirt:cl not to negociate on this single, 
Ldmjc:;)t act (wllietl \\ hen ollce acljubted was for e\'er settled) but 
in cOilllt:ction \\ ilh another claim of long standing, and, to say the 
least, of doubtLd right; to wit, the exemption fcom impressment 
of Brilish seamen found on boarc1 American merchant vessels. To 
rem~c1y the evil ari~ing from its exercise, by which our own citizens 
were sometimes impressed, the attention of our Government, uncleI' 
every "dmini3lration, had been earnestly engaged: but no pl'actica­
ble plan h"s y::t been c~ntri\ccl : while no man who regards the 
truth, will question the c1ispo;ilion of the British Governmt:nt to a­
dopt any arr"ngement that y, ill secure ~o Great-Britain tht: services 
of her 07un 8llhjfct.~. And now, when the unex:J.mpled situation 
of that country (left alone to maintain the conflict with France and 
11er nU\1,1erO~lS dependent States-left alone to withstand the 
Power which menaces the liberties cf the world) reudered the 
aid of all her subjects more than ever needed; thel'e was no 
reasonable gToui1c1 to expect that she ,,;nul!l yield the right to takc 
them when found on hO:J.rcl thc mc:rchant n';scis of any nation. 
Tbus to in"ist 0 ' ) ber J idding this point, an:l insep:lrably to con­
nect it wilh the:: ",flair or the ChesZlpeake, was ta11tamount to 0-

tleleJ'r:1iaaUon nol to negr:ciate ,'.l all. 

I wl'ite, Sir) ,vit:1 fr.::edom ; for the times are too perilous to al­
low those Ylho are pLtced in l.igh ZInc! reponsible situations to be 
~!le;)t or reserved. The: peace and safetr of our country are S(\3~ 
penclecl on a thread. The course we hm'e seen pursued h:ads on 
to war-to a war with Gl'eat-El'itian-a wal' absolutely y, ithout Ile­
cessit\'-' war which "hether disastrous or successful, must l)\'il)~l' 
misery "nel ruin to the United ~tates: mi8fry by the clestruclion c:l' 
Otll' mwigation ,,~~cl commerce (perhaps also or our [-tirest sea­
port lowns a,-,d ciiies) the loss or markets for our produce, the 
want of fOl'ei:;n hr)uc:~ and m:ll1UfaClu!'es, m,d the other evils inci­
dent to a stale (If war: 3.rl'! ruin, by the loss of Ollr libCl~y ancl in­
dependence. FOf if Y;i~h the <lid cf Ollr arms Cr~'at-B'il_'lil1 W'l'C 

subdued,,-rrom that 111~i1l'llt (lhough !1atterccl P:~l}~<tPS wil.!; ,t!:'~ 
nClllle ()! mil<s) ',"'C :01-,.)'c;I(\ bccor:ne the r rol'''i':,~ 0} .f.'l'j,,,ce. 1 Ll~ 



is a result so obvious, that I must crave your partlon for noticing 
it. Some advocates of Executive measures admit it. Theyac­
knowledge that the na"y of Britain is our shield against the over­
whelming power of France.-"Vhy then do they persist in a 
course of conduct tending to a rupture with Great-Britain ?-''ViII 
it be bdie,'ed that it is principally, or solely, to procure inviola­
bility to the merchant jlag of the United States? In other words, 
to protect all '>eamen, Britioh !ml>jecto, as well as ourown citizen"on 
board our merchant vessels? It is a fact that this has been made 
the greatest obstacle to an amiacable settlement with Great-Britain. 
Yet (I repeat) it io p~l'fectly well known that she desires t6 obtain 
onlylltT OQV1'I nil>jecl.,·; aLd that American citizens, impressed by mis­
take, are ddi~.l·cd up on duly authenticated proof. The evil we 
complain of ari 3'':S from the impossibility of always distinguishing 
the persons of t,.\,o nations who a few years since were one people, 
who e:~hibit the same manners, speak the same language, and 
possess similar features. But seeing that we seldom hear com­
plaints in the great lW1!igating States, how happens there to be 
such extreme sympathy for American seamen at fVa8l1ington? 
Especially in gentlemen, from the. interioul' States, which have 
no seamen, or [rom those Atlantic StJ.tes whose native seamen, 
bear a very small proportir.n to those of Ne\I'-Enl;lancl ? In fact, 
the causes of complaint are much fewer than are pretended_ 
They rarely occur in the States whose seam<;n are chiefly natives. 
The first merchant in the United States, in answering my late en­
quiry about British impressments, says," Since the Chesapeake 
alTair \ye have had no catlSe of complaint. I cannot find one sin­
gle intance where t'hey have taken one man out of a merchant ves­
sel. I have had more than tIVellty vessels arrived in that time, 
without one instance of a man being taken by tltem. Three 
S~vedf8 were taken out by a Fl'cnch Frigate. I have made inquiry 
of all the masters that have: :.Irrivcd in this vicinity, and cannot 
find any cOlllpl"ints against ,;,..: :Gl'ili6h cruisers." 

Can gentlemen of known hostility to foreign commerce in ow' 
0,;,('11 l·fC,.,';',-\yho are even willing to annihilate it (and such thel'<; 
are) can these gentlemen plead the cause: of Ollr oeamen because 
they really wish to jlTOlect them? Can those dcoire to flrotrct 
out' ",~amen, who, by laying an unnecessary embargo, expose 
tIlLF' by thousands to MarcIe or brg ;co_O~le gentleman has said 
(a]1(i I b~li.:".·,~ he does not stand alone) that soon.~r than admit the 
rr;!~ci?le th~\l Great-Britain har! a l'i~ht to take Iter 07!-'71 wljecl.1 
;'(r ,I. em' merc.'!u.i! Ve85C/b, he would ',.b"ndon COEHll.crce altog-eth­
~,' ,-To wil.,t will C\'ery man in ::\e" .. ,England and of the other 
J ,.,' ::c:::i.!.i·:~ States, aSCl'ibe such a sentiment? A sentiment which, 
to p,eYtl1c ~[:" temf/)\',\),), loss of il\'e men, by i mp:'ccs, would reduce 
i:,·c.: t:,(;l!:;,.i,d to kzzary? But fur· the Embargo, tllc;l!c~:,,(b el'> 
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pending on the ordinary op~~ations or commerce, would now be 
employed. E\'c;n under the rest]'[\ints of the orders of the Driti~h. 
Govemment, retaliating the French impel'i~1 decree, very large 
portions of the world remain open to the commerce of the United 
States. \Ye m::1y :.'et pmsue 0\11' trade ,'. ili! the British domin­
ions, in en ry part of tbe globe; with Arl'ic<I, \I'itb Chi In, ane! 
with the colonies (;1 France, Spain. ~.lld He.lIand. Ant! let me ask, 
whether in the midst or a r:';Jr"lllld pe::1':'" whc'n the powers of 
Europe possessing colonic:s. ":(Jul,;, as i()I',·,]':l'iv "()!111ne the u'c"k 
with them to tbcir own bottoms. Gl' c:dmil \Ii, as foreip;nen, 0;11r 

under ~reat ;;n:itclliOlis, we could enjoy a com1ll(;]'ce nH](~h H1Ne 
cxtensi \'e than is pr.,cliec'.ble at this moment, if the E Illbllrc;,) were 
not in the Wlly? \I'by then should il be eOJ"inlled? iYhy r::1t11er 
was it ner Lid? Can those be lelilililal.e rt,iSO\1'; for the Enlbar­
go which arc conccaled from ConGress, at the moment when 
they arc J'equired to i mro,e it ? Are the reasrJRS to be found in 
the dispatches from Pari:;) Thde have been moyccl for; ~\I1(1 
,he motion was quashed by the advoc::tes for the Emba1'l;r., 
,"'hyare these dispatches withheld by the Exccmive ! ''''hy, 
when all classes of citizens anxiously inquire" For what is the 
Embargo laid I" is a' s::1tisfacloryanS,Yer denied 1 i"hy is 110: 

Congress made acqu::1inted wilh the ~clual situation of the Cuile" 
States in relation to France? iVhy, in this dangcrous erioi~, arc 
1\11', Armstrong's letters to the Secretary of State ,absolutcl~' 
withheld, so that a line of them cannot be seen? Dill they C01l­

tain no information of the dem::1ncls and intenlions of the Frcnc 11 
Emperol' ? Die! the Rel',Jlge sail from En[';land (0 France, ,,;1(1 
there wc.it tLrec or four weeks for c1isp::ttches of no imporlcll1cc ) 
If SPj why, rer.:;.il'dlcss of the public s(,licitudc ::1rc their contents ~() 
enl'efu:ly concealed? It' really unimportant, what hm'm c~ln ~\ri'e 
{rom tcJ!ins; Congress nnd tbe N~,tion, 6.~/;cialh;, that they eont',[11 
]"Jthin::>; of moment to the safel;', the liberty, the hCllollr, or tbe 
inkrc,Ls of the C';l[ted ~)ta(es? ()n tIle conll·"r)" arc tllC'Y ", 
c :nseiy locked up because ther wiiI LrA bez.r the light? '\' uuld 
tl"'ir tiisc;]ostJ]'c rouse tIle spirit of the people, :;till oll<l1lbering il; 
Llincl contlrlence in the L;,ecutive ? tr.\S the l'rellch Emperor ele­
ele,rc(l that he wiil h:lVS no neutr<:ls? Jb.:; hc required tl"l~,t Ol'!' 

j~j}'t8, liLc those of his "a,s,.l state~ ill ElIl'()Fe, {Ie sliUi agaillst En/­
i,e"'; commerce? Is the Embar:c;o a &lIhD'lll1ie a lIlilderfQ) 711 of com­
pli,nce wilh thz,t harsh ('cl1lcJ'ld, ',';i,ith if e~;hibited ill its 11"kcC\ 
and insulting ::1opeet, the i' .. meriGoIi spirit mih'ht yet resellt? Arc 
"c still to be kept pro;;)\;nd:y i:;not'ant of the clecIal'~tions and 
avowell <lesiQ"ns of the l,'rcnch EmperuJ', althou~h these l1nv 

strike at oUl'liberty m:d illlkl'cnriellce? i'1i~d, in tl;e mean (il1l~; 
"rc we, by a thousand iJ'rit,ll;OIlS, by cLel i.,iJing pre.iudices, nlld by 
exciling lresh resentments, to be dr"wn ;~l',"clually into a \\'~,l' \\ilh 
(;l'eat-Hii~~l:n [ \Vh)' ar,licbt the extn;;me "iEid:' of the pubiic 
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1111nd, is it still kept on the rack of fearful expectation, by the i're. 
si<lent's portentous silence respecting his French dispatches l_ 

In this concealment there is danger. In this concealmeilt must 
be wrapt up the real CIUSC of the Embargo. On any other sup­
position it is inexplicable. 

I am alarmd, Sil·, at this perilous state of things, I cannot re­
press In y sllspicions ; or forbear thus to exhibit to yell the grounds 
OIl whiGh thcy rest. The pcnple are advised to repose implicit 
confidence in the N.ltional (;overnment: in that unbounded confi­
dence lies our danger. Armed wi~h that confidence, the J:::~ecu­
ti\'e may procure the adoption of measures which ll1:ly overwhelm 
us -.vith ruin, as sl1rely as if he had au army at his heels. By 
false p"'ic;', 01' b? inordinate fears, our countlT may be betrayed 
and subjul,';alctl to Yrance, as surely as by corruptLon. I trust, 
Sir, that no ont.' who knows me will charge it to vanity when I 
sav, that 1 have some knowledge of public men and of public 
;:fLirs: and on that knowledge, a.'1d with Go!cmnity, I declare to 
you, that I haye no cOlltlc\ence in the wisdom or correctness of 
<lUI' public measures; that our country is in imminent danger; 
th~t it is e~sentLd to to the public safety that the l)lincl confidence 
in our Rulers should cease; til:., the State Legisbtures should 
ki10W the facts and reasons Oll which important f~'-'ncral bws arc 
founded; and eS/lecially that those State8 v.','lOse j<,rms are on tIle 
OCI"UII, and c:'izosr har-vests arc gathered in every ua, ,Jwuld immc­
lliately and seriously consider how to jlreserve them. In all the 
branches of Government, commercial information is wantin:;; 
anc! in "this desert," calleel a cily, that ,,",mt cannot be suppjied. 
Nothing but the sense of the commerci:tl States, clearly and em­
pluticallyexpressed, will Selll' them from ruin. 

A;'e om' t}~ousands of "hips and yessds to rot ill our harbour, ( 
Are our si:~~ y thousand s,'alllcn and fishnmen to be dqjl'i\'eel of 
employment, anel, with their Ll!l!ilies, reduced to want and be;;­
gary? Al'e our hundreds of tiJous,mds of farmers to be com[Jci­
led to sutTer their millions in 5u:'pillS produce to perish on tlleil' 
hands; that the Prc5ident may make an experiment on our pa­
tience and fortitude, and on the toWcril,g pride, the houndless 
ambition, and unyielding perseverance of the Conqueror of Eu­
rope? Sir, I ha~'e reason to belieye that the President contem­
pia\es the contimlllnce of the Embargo until the French Empe­
ror repeals bis decrees \'iolating as well his treaty with the United 
SUtes a::; eycry neutnl ri;~ht; and until Brit~lin thereupon recals 
her retaliating ol·ders !-By that time we may hav, .. neithcl' ~hips 
!lor seamen: and that is precisely the point to which some men 
wi,h to reduce us.-To see tlle im/lI·ovidence of tLisproject (to 
c.,iI it hy no harsher name, a!1:1 without dye: '.int; to "ltcrirJr 
-·i,:,.;c) :~~ us lou:~ ba~k to Ji)rl1lf~\, year;;, 
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Notwitllstanding the well-founded complaints of some individ," 
uals, and the murlllurs of others; notwithst~m(Jing tht;) frcfJuent 
Executive declarations of maritime Hggres,ions committed by 
Great-Britain; notwithstanding the Ol\tl~l!Yeous decrees of } ranee 
and Spain, and the wanton spoliations pr'~ctised and executed by 
their cruisers and tribunals, or which we scmetimes hear a hint 
whisper i-the commerce of the enited f-;l2,\CS has bilherto pros­
pered beyond aJl cX~lllple. Our citizens have ccccul1lui,\tcd 
wealth; and the public reycnue, anlll1<tily incred5in~, hot3 been 
the President's :lnnuul boast. 

These facts demonstrate, that aitl10ugh Great.BriIDin, ,dtb her 
thousand ships of war, could hare destl'oyed ('\II' COl1lmu'C(, she 
has really done it no esser,tial injury; -;md thut the other bdli,;er­
ents heretofore restrained by SGme regard to N<ltion~t! Law, l1!lcl 

limited by the small number of their crubes, hal-e not inllictecl 
upon it any deep wound. Yet il1 tllis full tide of Sllccess, OUI' 

commerce is suddenly arrested; an alarm of war is raised: fear­
ful apprehensions are excited: the merchants in pal ticuLr, thrown 
into a state of constel'nation, are adrisecl, by a voluntary embar. 
go, to keep their vessels at home. And what is th~ cause of 
this mighty but mischievous alarm? ,,-c know it ilO its wh(,ie ex­
tent. It 'Was tfle Ul1aZltlzori~ld allack fi/ a EritlSIz 1l(aal ujjica on 
the Ame1'ican ji-igate CliesaJlmk(', 10 search for and take Su1JlC de­
SaitT.] known to have bet'n receivtd on board ~uho fwd ban c:ficn 
demanded, and as o}fm rcjil8Cd to be dcliverrd ujl. As was ex­
pected by all considerate men, and by the President hirnscll (as 
I have before observed) the British Government, OIl the fint in- -
formation of the unfortunate ennt (and "ithout waitinp; luI' an 
application) disavowed the act of its officer-disclaimed thc prin­
ciple of searching National armed ves,cb-and declared its read­
iness to make suitable reparation, as 50011 as the state of the case 
:;hould be fully known. 

Under such circumstances, who can jU'i~ify this alarm of w:lr ? 
An alarm which greatly disquieted the public mind, ~lIld UCr:,­

sionee! an interruption of commerce eXll'cmely injurious to our 
merchants and sea·faring citizens, 

I will close this long letter by statin;; all the ni ,tin:;- p,'"tcnccs 
-for there arc no causes-for a war witb Gre"t·Bl'it~lL]. 

1. The British ships of 1'.':11', a~reeably to:1 :i;;;ht clctimed ::nd ~x­
ercisccl for ages-a ri::!,'ht claimellalll\ c::cu,j,t'd clurill~ thc wil.,L of 
the administrations of \',' asbiTh' :r,n, of /\ rL.,] "" :,11<1 ()~' Jeti"rs',;] ,-­
contillue to take some of the 13;'iti511 scaHI'_'l1 i'ul:r,d on I)(LlI'(\ 'JIll' 

merchallt vessels, and y,itiJ ~hc!ll a ,lmdJ nt'H:h'il' of cu:,s, [,('l',' 



'c,..; imp05silJilitr of always distinguishing En;;li',:llw:n f;-om cit. 
j::,,~,s of the Ullited St:lte<;. On this point Olll' Gov,=rnr'l~!1t well 
l;now that Grc:lt-nrit:lin is V:rf":ctly willing to :\do;H ~\1l)" arral1ge­
TIll:llt th:lt C~111 be lkvi;'d, which will secure to her sen'ire the eea-
1ncn'Z~".'lO arc her u:lVn sllbj,-c![j; and at the ::;an1t.; lilnc ext::nlpt ours 
fl \.'t!l ilnpr'.::s~n;"::l}L 

2. The merch:mt \'essels of France, S~):l'l;' ~?\r\ Hollan:l, being 
(1: i ,,,n 1":'3111 the oce:m, 01' ckscl'Oj'.::d, tbe com m;:rce of those coun­
tries with one another, and with theil' colonies, could no lon!;~r be 
carried on bv themselves. I-Lre thl: veSoe1S of nelltr:l! nations 
came in to tlleir aid, and carried on nearly the whu:e commerce 
at' those n~l'jons. ~.",'ith t:~':it· 5~:1men tbus liberated hom the 
r:1C1'Cl1",nt service, those n"tion5, in the: present and preceding 
\,:,11'5, \", cr~ cnabkcl to man theil' ships of ,rar ; ancl the n~Ull'al 
y,",ds and Sl:8Hl,~n sllJ1plyiiH; their p:,jC~5, became illfllct, tbough 
~Iot il) ?l(lme~ (Jll.)..iliari'8 in ':~Tl:r. rrhr: C~_in~111erCe of those nati0tlS, 
y, itliout Oll~ armt:d ship OJl the sea ~l~'pl'opri:ttecl for its protection, 
wa~; intt:1ll1t:d tt'.US to bcsecurtclllllder neutrc,l flag's; wbile the mEr· 
c>ant yessels of Great-Brit~lin, with'its numerous armed ship> to 
c;narcl t:lcm, "ieE c:;,-,.):,~d to occasional C',ptul"es,-Such a course 
of things Great-Britain has l"csi';tecl, not in the present only, but 
ill fOl'mer wars; at L:.1~,t a:, fal' t'lC~; as t!lat of 1756. And she 
has claimed anel m~int~cil,~cl a rig~lt to impose on this commerce 
:;on~~ limits :\'1'.1 \'t:,;~raints ; iJ~ca'Jsc; it was a commerce 1yhich 
was ,L;li,ccl by those nations to neutrals in times of peace; because 
it \\'as a commerce of imm'::lse yalue to t:lc subjects of her ene­
mies ; ~':lcl because it Jiilecl their t!'easurics witb money to en~lble 
then: Lo carryon their ,.~'ar~ ,,;ith Gt'cat-Bl it~lil1. 

S, Tile t'~ll'd and only rer,:ainil1!; pretence for war'sith Great­
T';, itain, is the Ilnfortunate aIT,tir of the Che:o;aplOake ; which hav­
i:y~' b2cn a1,'·:ady :,t"'ec\ ancl expLti:wrl, I \'.'ill on!)' rCITl:lrk he['", 
ti:,,~ i' is rui: to be Jx,iencl that the Brili.,;!, Government, afterlJcing 
d_;·eo.:l.::c1,ZI~ 'u:...LJrc m,-n~:Gn~J, in its e',lclcavonrs to rnake rtpal'ation 
j;! London, rot' the wrong done by its sen'ant,· would have sent 
;,','1,(1' a speci:t\ e;1\'tlY to r;i\'e honourable <ltlisfaction, but from its 
~iw~:e c1e;ire to close this wound, if (JUt· C'WI! Government 7vould 
tI~); r ,'c to be /tEaled. 

PCi'mi~ me now to as;';, what n;2.n, impartially viewing the sub­
ject, will haye the bcL:lless to S:lY th~,t there exists any cause for 
pitintil1G" tl'e l~nited States into a war with Grea~-nritain? \Vho 
th:lt n:;,pects his reputation as a maa of common discernment 
"iii say it? ,\Yho that regards tbe interests vr;d welfare of his 
courtery "ill Sl1Y it? 'Vho then can justify, who Clm find an ex­
Gr,,, i'ut' a course of conduct wili,_h has kou:;'ht our country into 



its pi'esent state of ~l,1J.rm, emiJ',,:T~,smcnt :'.}~:1 dis!;',:;>? For nw­
stIf, Sir, I mnst dcc!::tre the opinion, that :;0 J;','r countrv y,:\;; 

ever belore,so causc'css!\', and so LlinJly, thrown 1'1''',11 the i1Clc"l,t 
of F) (),'l:·ei'ity, allll1"un~"-~ll into a state of d:'c:ldful ::llxicty ::,:d 
su;;",rin:;, .'Jut 1'1'0;;1 l1,is c:e"T;,:;ed and wrctched silG[;ticlJ it is 
]1(,t yct too bte to cSl'q~e, Let t112 d:'ojl"lclies f;'om 0:;1' ?,\i)lis;~l' 

in Frlll1Ce be no 10n~:Cl' C0l1'~C decl. Let the Pl'e:,ir!cllt l'~r;'ul'm 
the duty requircd of him LJ' the Con"l:~ll~il'll; by L,ivil':;-lO Co:,~ 
gress jitLl injor'-::'ll.1 ian oj~ t,':=-, 6/U(" Rf the ltl'/'Jn in respect to for­
eig-n n,:1.ions, .I1bo<.'1' aU, i.'t bill !:lIfeid our armal siil,'ulion ",'illl 
jt~'i·anc{'. L,ct hill) ten us Wh~lt arc the (.L:'rl:!ands and lJL"iJPO£,:_11'-) of 
her Ruler, I-Ltd tbesc teen honourable to the United St;\[cs, 
would not the P]'esil!rl~t k,Ye bec:1 e::::;'u' to disclose them? that 
tbey are of an entirely c1iil'erent nature, that they are eli,',/; ]!IGllra· 

Me that tbev are ruinous to our rommel'cial illt(USI,C', ~\l:d da17g[)'­
o~s to our Libert:! and iIlC:c'/zL'lzdc';zcc, w,:; :J.Te left to inrer, 

I hope, Sir, tk,t the nature a!~d magnitt'tle of tile ~l!bject will 
furni,h a su2.1cicnt c'Fr;.~og'y for the length ('.ml stylc of this !c"c't'. 
Perhaps some may dec"l it presumptuous thus to Cjue,tion tiiC 
COlTcclness c.f the proccedings of Ollr Government. A str01,",' 
sense or duty, and di'"CI',Sii;l[; apprehensions of Nation::tl ruin, 
h:.l',C forccd the t~sl, upon me, To some the sentimellts which, 
in the sincerity of my heart, I h~ve expresscrl, may giye o',('cnce: 
for often nothing o~'ends so much as TRVTH, let I do not desire 
to offend any man. But when I see the dangerous e,;tent c,rEx~ 
ecntive influence; when I see the Great Councii of the ~'~ation 
called on to enClct laws deeply aTecting the interests of all CL,SSC3 

of citizens, without adequate information of the reasons of th~\t 
call :' "'hen I obscn-c the deceptive glosses with which the mis­
chiefs of the Embargo are attempted to be palliated; -and!108tC1'i~'i' 
c-uents adduced as rea~ons to jmtify the measure: when I 1-:.now 
tlull the risks of continuing t~,eir c0l11Derci,,1 pursuits ag'ainst al! 
know;1 dangers can and wiii be more accurately calculated by Ollr 

merchants than by our Government, when if any new dangers to 
commerce were impending, of y, hich am merchants wcre u!lip.­
formed, but (,,' which the GovernmcN obtllinecl the l:nowled",e 
through its J\!lil:;,ler z:t LItis, or elsewhere, it was '['!eli!;l\, the 
dUly of the Executive to make those dm16'ers known to C()ll:,;!'CS~ 
and the Falion: and sillce if so m"de known, the J,lC! cl!~~I"S "n~! 
sea-faring citizens would, fo!' t!l\:il' own interests and s,;[ety, 11;,,'(; 
taken duc precautiol1s to '-';l::,'t'd ~:S'C,ill"l. them: and ll~ it Lence 
appears certzlin tkil all Ellliu; :'U ViCl e, not neccss~ry to the ~,~1r('t\, 
of" our seamen, our Vessels, 01' Ocll' n~':l'chandize :"-WhCL, Sir, I 
see and consider thcse things, <lEd their evil tencler:'<, in "" 
word, when I OlJSCrVe a CO\lrse of procc('(~ing which to ",': ap~ 
pears calcuj,.tcu. to mislead l)r' pul):iL mind to public 1 uill ; J 
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cannot be bilent. Regardless, therefore, of personal consequences, 
I have undertaken to communicate these details: wi'.h the view 
to dissipate dangerous illusions; togive to my Constitutents C01'­

reet information: to excite enquiry; and to rouse that vigilant 
jealousy which is characteristic of REPUBLIL\~:-i, and cs­
sential to the preservation oftheit, rights, their liberties, and their 
indcpendence, 

I have the honour to be, 

very respectfuI!y, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

TIMOTHY PICKERING. 

His Excellency JAlYIES SULLIVAN, 
Go·vemo/, qfthe Commomuea!tll qf j1,iassac1iu8cttS. 



OFFICIAL 

Bo ,to ('> rl ' (' -, T .! 1 CI" ,-
.j 71, ... le" 0 .L~illICI, 0')00 

SIR, 

I YESTERDAY reccived your Letter, consisling of si,: 
3heets, dated thc 7th ultimo. My pressing calls in public con­
ccrns would not ~llow me to attempt to rcad it until Ltc last 
evenin;.-Before I hac! gone through the first page, I was SU!'­

pl'isecl by your novel and extraordinary claim, upon me, as Gov­

emour of the Commonwealth, expressed in these words-" I nolV 
address it (meaning your letter) to you, Sir, as the proper organ 
of communication." Had this been a request to have commu­

nicated your Lett€r to the Legislature of this Commonwealth, as 
a favour to you, I should have continued to read until from its 
contents I became satisfied, whether I ought, or ought not to grant 
it; qut on finding it to be a new and unexpected claim upon my 
official duty, I folded the Letter instantly in order to reflect up­
on (its)principles :-1 have not unfolded it since, and now re­
turn it to you by the mail. 

You will recollect that the Senate and House of Repre5enlil.­

tives of this Commonwealth, are visible, organic bodies; that the 
former has a President, and the latter a S~)eaker; lhat both have 
Clerks. You will also recollect that there is a Secretary c)wc;'cn 

by the two Houses; that whatever is proper to be commlmiG~ted 

to them, by you, may be communic"ted thrOUGh onc, or (he othel" 
of thes(: ; but that the Governour of the Commonwealth is vbli­
ged, ex officio, to communicate as Govc!';Jour, to thc Legislatul'c, 

"'!-Intcver a member of CO'~~~Tess shell! please to ac1c;~'css t') !:lim 
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fol' t11at purpose, cannot be submitted to by me until I find it t6 be 
made my duty by the Constitution of the Commonwealth.-You 

seem to found your claim in your being a Senator of this State: 

1 can discern no distinction in this respect, between l11Clllbel's of 

the Senate, and membcrs of the House: all are Representatives 

of the State, lind aJl must have equal cli:lims. 

I am, Sr;'_, 

Your very humble sel'vant, 

JAMES SULLIVAN. 

HON. TnroTHY PICKERING, Esq.} 
.1 Senator ji-om ftfas8achusetts, in 
I!~e Congress if till: United States. 

-+-
TlJi, is a copy of a Idtcr, \\hich I compared with the original, and 

which enclosed six sheets of paper, being a leller from Timothy Picker­
ing, Esq. to the Go\crnour, and which six sheets being inclosed in the 
originalle~ter aforesaid, directed to said Pickering, I put into the post­
(lffice. 

WM. DONNISON. 




	9781459136922_0000
	9781459136922_0001
	9781459136922_0002
	9781459136922_0003
	9781459136922_0004
	9781459136922_0005
	9781459136922_0006
	9781459136922_0007
	9781459136922_0008
	9781459136922_0009
	9781459136922_0010
	9781459136922_0011
	9781459136922_0012
	9781459136922_0013
	9781459136922_0014
	9781459136922_0015
	9781459136922_0016
	9781459136922_0017

