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70 THE READER.

THE following is a public Letter. It is very propetly addressed fo
the Governor, and through him to the Legislaturc : by this chanvel it
would have come most regularly to the eye of the whole people. It is
not known to the publishers why it has not been already printed for the
use of the public ;-—whether it is only delayed, or intended to be entirely
withheld. But a copy, which wassent from Washington, after the ori-
ginal, to a private friend, has been happily obtained for the press.

If at this day any honest citizen can doubt of the 'great credit and
weight to which the facts and opmions of the Writer are fairly entitled,
such citizen is referred to the Writer’s enemies for information. Among
these many of the most respectable will say, that his pure patriotism and
intrepid public virtue have honoured the namc of Republican in our
country, and would have honoured the best of the Romans, in the best
days of Rome.

Boston, March 9th, 1808.



A LETTER, &.

CITY OF WASHINGTON, FEBRUARY 16,1808,

SIR,

IN the even current of ordinary times, an address
from a Scnator in Congress to his constituents might be dispens-
ed with. In such times, the proceedings of the Executive and
Legislature of the United States, exhibited in their public acs,
might be sufficient. But the present singular condition of our
country, when its most interesting concerns, wrapt up in mystery,
excite universal alarm, requires me to be no longer silent. Per-
haps I am liable to censure, at such a crisis, for not sooner pre-
senting, to you and them, such a view of our national affairs as
my official situation has placed in my power. [ now adddress it to
you, Sir, as the proper organ of communication to the legislature.

The attainment of TRUTH is ever desirable : and I cannot per-
mit myseif to doubt that the statement I now make must be ac-
ceptable to all who have an agency in directing the affairs, and
who are guardians of the interests of our Commonwealth, which
so materially depend on the measures of the Government of the
MNation. At the same time, I am aware of the jealousy with
which, in these unhappy days of party dissensions, my commu-
nications may, by some of my constituents, be received. Of
this I wiil not complain : while I earnestly wish the same jeal-
ousy to be extended towards all public men. Yet I may claim
some share of attention and credit—that share which is due to
the man who defies the world to point, in the whole course of a
long and public life, at one instance of deception, at a single de-
parture from TRUTH.
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The xmnarco demands the first notice. For perhaps no act
of the Nutional Government has cver produced so much solicit-
nde, or spread such universal alarm.  Because all naturally con-
clude, that 2 measure pregnunt with incaleulable mischief to all
classes of our fellow-citizens, would not have been proposed by
the President, and adopted by Congress, but jcr causes deeply
affecting the interests and safety of the nution. It must have
been under the influence of this opinion that the legislative bodies
of some States huve expressed their approbation of the Embur-
go, elther explicitly, or by implication.

The following were all the papers laid by the President before
Congress, «s the grounds of the Embarge.

1. The proclamation of the Ling of Greot-Britain recuiring
the return of his subjects, the seamen especially, from foreign
countries, to aid, in this hour of peculiar danger, in the defence
of their own. Butit being an acknowledged principle, that ev-
cry nation has a right to the service of its subjects in time of war,

that proclametion could not furnish the slightest ground for an
Embargo.

2. The extract of a letter from the Grand Judge Pegnier to
the French Atterney General for the Council of Prizes. This
contained a partial interpretation of the imperial blockading de-
cree of November2l, 1806. This decree, Indeed, and its inter<
pretation, present flagrant viclations of our neutral rights, and
of the existing treaty between the United States and France:
but still, the execution of that decree could not (from the small
number of French cruisers) extensively interrupt our trade,
These two papers ywere public.

3. The letter from our Dlinister, Mr. Armstrong, to Mr.
Champagny, the French Minister of Foreign Affuirs: and

4. Mr. Champagny’s answer. DBoth these ought, in form or
substance, wlsoto Lave been made public. The latter would have
furnished to .our nation some idea of the views and expectations
of France. But both were withdrawn by the President, to be
deposited among other Executive secvets : while ncizher present-
ed any new ground to justify an Embargo.

In the Senate, these papers were referred to a committee  The
commiitice quickly reported a bill for Iaying an Embargo, agreca-
bly to Uic President’s proposal,  This was read a first, a second,
and a thivd time, und passed ; and @l in the short compass of about
four hours ! A litde time was repeatedly ashed, to cbtuin further
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information, and to consider a measure of such monent, of such
universal concern : but these requests were denied. We were
hurried into the nassage of the billy as if there was danger of its

eing rejected, if we weve allewed time to obtain further infor-
mation, and deliberately consider the subject. For to that time
our vessels were frecly suiling on foreivn voyares 5 and in a na-
tional point of vizw, the departsre of hulf a dozon or a dezen more,
while we werc Inquiring inwo thic necessity or expedicney of the
Embargo, was of litde moment. Or if the danger to our vessels,
seamen and merchandize had been so extreme as not to admit of
one day’s delay, ought not that cxtreme danger to have been cx-
hibited to Congress ? The Constitution which regnives the Presi-
dent ¢« to give to Congress information of the state of the union,”
certainly meant, not siarsial but comjilete information on the sub-
ject of a communication, so far as he possessedit. And when it
enjoins him ¢ to recommend to their consideration such measures
as he should judge necessary and expedient, it as certainly inten-
ded that those recommaendations should be bottorned on informa-
gion communicated, not on jacts withheld, and locked upin the Iix-
ecutive cabinet. Had the public safety been at stake, or any great
public good been presented to our view, but which would be lest
by a moment’s delay ; there would have been some apology for
dispatch, though none for acting without due information. In
truth, the measure appeared to me then, as it still does, and as it
appears to the public, without a sufficient motive, without a legit-
imate object. Hence the general inguiry—¢ For what is the
Embargo laid?”  And I challenge any man not in the secrets of
the Ilxccutive to tell. T know, Sir, that the President said the pa-
pers abovenrientioned ¢ showed that great and increasing dangers
threatened our vessels, our seamen, and our merchundize > but I
also know that they c¢xhibited no new dangers ; none of which our
merchants and seamen had not been well apprized.  The British
proclamation had many days before been published in the newspa-
pers [the copy laid before us by the President had been cut out ofa
newspaper ;] and so had the substance, if not the words of Reg-
nier’s letter.  Yet they had excited little concern among mier-
chants and seamen, the preservation of whose persons and proper-
ty was the firofessed object of the President’s recommendation of
an Embargo. The merchants and szamen could accurately csti-
mate the dangers of continuing their commercial operations ; of
which dangers, indeed, the actual premiums of insurance were a
satisfactory guage. Those premiums had very littde iucreased :
by the British preclamation not a cent: and by the Iiench de-
cree solittle as not to stop commercial enterprizes. The great
numbers of vessels loading or loaded, and prepared for sea; the
exertions every where made, on the first ramour of the i mbargo,
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to dispatch them ; demonstrate the President’s dangers to be im-
aginary—to have been assumed. Ov if great and real dangers,
unknown to commercial men, were impending, or surc to fall
how desirable was it to have had them officially declared and pub-
lished ! This would have produced a voluntary embargo, and pre-
vented every complaint.  Besides, the dangers clearly defined and
understood, the public mind would not have been disquieted with
imaginary fears the more tormenting, because uncertain.

Tt is true that considerable numbers of vess:ls were collected in
our ports. and many held in suspense : not, however, from any
new dangers which appicared ; but from the mysterious conduct of
our affairs, alter the attack on the Chesapeake; and from the
painful apprehension that the course the President was pursuing
would terminate in war. The Naiional Intelligencer (usually
considered as the Executive newspaper) gave the alarm ; and it
was echoed through the United States.  \Var, probable or inevi-
table war, was the constant theme of the newspapers, and of the
conversations, as was reported, of persons supposed to be best in-
formed of Executive designs. Yet amid this din of war, no ade-
quate preparations were seen making to meet it. The order to de-
tach a hundred thousand militia to fight the Dritish navy (for there
was noappearance of an enemy in any othershape) was so complete-
Jy absurd, as to excite, with men of common sense, no other emo-
tion than ridicule. Mot the shadow of a reason that could operate
on the mind of a man of common understanding can be offered
in its justification. The refusal of the British officer to receive
the frigate Chesapeake as a firize, when tendered by her comman-
der, is a demonstration that the attack upon her was exclusively
for the purpose of taking their deserters ; and notintended as the
cemmencement of a war between the two nations.  The President
knew that the British had no invading army to iand on our shores;
and the detatched militia would be uscless, except against land-
forces. Why then was this order for the militia given !—The
nature of the case, and the actual state of things, authorize the in-
ference, that its fmmediate 1f not its only object, was to increase the
public alaim, to aggravaie the public resentment against Great-
Britein, to cuciie a war pulse 3 and the height of this artificial
fever of the public mind, which was to be made known in Great-
Britain, to renew the demands on her government ; in the poor
expectation of extoriag,in that state of things, concessions of
points which she had always considered as her rights, and which
at all times and under all circumstanccs, she bad uniformly rcfused
to relinquish.  The result of the subsequent negociation at Lon-
don has shown how utterly unfounded was the President’s expec-
tation, how perfectly useless all this bluster of war. While no
well informed man doubted that the British Covernment would
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mmake suitable reparation for the attack on the Chesapeake. The
President himselt, in his proclamation, had placed the affair on
that looting. A rupture between the two nations, said he, ¢ is
eqr-ily onposed to the interests of both, as it is to assurances of the
mes Iriendly dispositions on the part of the British Government,
in the midst of which this outrage was committed. In thislight
the sublect cannot but present itself to that Government, and
strengthen the motives to an honowrable reparation for the wrong
\\“mch has been done.”  And it is now well known that such rep-
on might have been promptly obtained in London, had the
=nt’s instructicns to Mr. Monroee been compatlx)le with such
an adjustment.  Fle was required not to negociate on this single,
transient act (which when once adjusted was for ever settled) but
in connection with another claim of long standing, and, to say the
least, of doubtful right ; to wit, the exemption from impressment
of Briiish seamen found on board American merchant vessels. To
remedy the evil arising from its exercise.by which our own citizens
were sometimes impressed,the attention of our Government, under
e\'cry administration, had been earnestly engaged : but no practica-
ble plan hus yet been contrived : while no man who regards the
truth, will question the disposition of the British Government to a-
dopt any arrangement that wiil sccure to Great-Britain the services
of her own .Sllf’_]{’t‘[u. And now, when the unexampled situation
of that country (left alone to maintain the conflict with I'rance and
her numerous dependent States—left alone (o withstand the
Power which menaces the liberties cf the world) rendered the
aid of all her suhjects more than ever needed ; there was no
reasonable ground to expect that she would yield the right to take
them when found on hoard the merchant vessuis of any nation.
"Thus to insist on her yielding this point, and inseparably to con-
nect it with the offair of the Chesapeake, was tuntamount to a
determination not to negociate at all,

I wiite, Sir, with freedom ; for the times are too perilous to al-
low thosc who are placed in Ligh and reponsible situations to be
silent or rescrved,  The peace and safety of our country arve sas-
pended on a thread, The course we have seen pursued leads on
1o war—to a war with Great-Britian—a war absolutely without ne-
cessitv— war whicl whether disastrous or successful, must bring
misery and ruin to the United States : misery by the destruction ol
our navigation and commerce (perhaps also of our fairest sea-
port towns aind C‘\l(.S) the loss of markets for our produce, the
want of foreizn gocdsand manufactures, and the other evils inci-
dent to a stale of war : and ruin, by the loss of our liberily and in-
dependence.  For if with the aid of our arms Great-Brituin wore
subdued.—{rom that yomut (though flattered perhaps with the
name of auecs ) we should become the Frovinces of frpnce. This




Q

———e

is a result so obvious, that I must crave your pardon for noticing
it. Some advocates of Executive measures admit it. They ac-
knowledge that the navy of Brituin is our shield against the over-
whelming power of France—Why then do they persistin a
course of conduct tending to a rupture with Great-Britain ?—Will
it be belicved that it is principally, or solely, to procure inviola-
bility to the merchant flag of the United States ! In other words,
toprotect all seamen, British subjects, as well as ourown citizens,on
board our merchant vessels ? It is a fact that this has been made
the greatest obstacle to an amiacable settlement with Great-Britain,
Yet (Irepeat) it igpevfectly well known that she desiresto obtain
only her oww subjectz; and that American citizens, impressed by mis-
take, are dclivored up on duly authenticated proof. The evil we
complain of arises from the impossibility of always distinguishing
the persons of t'vo nations who a few years since were one people,
who exhibit the same manners, speak the same language, and
possess similar features. But seeing that we seldom hear com-
plaints in the great navigating States, how happens there to be
such extreme sympathy for American scamen at Washington 2
Especially in gentlemen, from the interiour States, which have
no seamen, or irom those Atlantic States whose native seamen,
bear a very small proportizn to those of New-England 2 In fact,
the causes of complaint arc much fewer than are pretended.
They rarely occur in the States whose seamcn are chiefly natives.
The first merchant in the United States,in answering my late en-
quiry about British impressments, says, ¢ Since the Chesapeake
affair we have had no cause of complaint. I cannot find one sin-
gle intance where they have taken one man out of a merchant ves-
sel. T have had more than twenty vessels arrived in that time,
without one instance of a man being taken by tkem. Three
Swedes were taken out by a French Frigate. 1 have made inquiry
of all the masters that have arrived in this vicinity, and cannot
find any complaints againsi iise Dritish crulsers.”

Can gentlemen of known hostility to foreign commerce in our
omm vessel—awho are even willing to annifilare it (and such there
arc) can these gentlemen plead the cause of our scamen because
they really wish to firotect them ? Can those desire to pirotect
our scamen, who, by laying an unnecessary embargo, expose
thers by thousands to starve or bcg “—Oue gentleman has said
(and 1 belizve he does not stand alone) that sooner than admit the
srinciple that Great-Britain had a vight to take fer éwn subjects
Sec o mercliant vessels, he would abandon commerce altogeth-
e —To whut will every man in New-England and of the other
ratlgating States, ascribe such a sentiment ! A sentiment which,
to prevenc e temporwry loss of Ave men,by imprecs, would reduce
40 thouwstud to beggary T But for-the Bmbargo, thousands de-
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pending on the ordinary opcrations of commerce, would now be
employed. Even under the restraints ef the orders of the Dritish-
Government, retaliating the French imperial decree, very large
portions of the world remain open to the commerce of the United
States.  We may wvet pursue our trade with the British domin-
lons, inevery part of the globe ; with Afvica, with China, and
witl the colonies ¢l France, Spain. and Hellund,  And letme ask,
whether in the midst of a profound peaze, when the powers of
Europe possessing colenies, would, as [oraerly confine the trade
with them to their own bottoms, or admit us, as {oreigners, only
under great Lniitations, we could enjoy a commerce much more
extensive than is praciicable at thismoment.if the Embargnwere
not in the way ! Why then should it be coniinned? Why rather
was it ever luid ? Can those be legitimate reasons for the Dmbar-
go which are concealed from Congress, at the moment when
they are required to impose it 7 Arve the reasons to be foundin
the dispatches from Paris ? Thebe have been moved for; and
the motion was quashed by the advocates for the Embargo.
WWhy are these dispatches withheld by the Executive ! Why,
when all classes of citizens anxiously inquire “ For what is the
Embargo laid ?” is a satisfactory answer denied? Why is no
Congress made acquainted with the aciual situation of the United
States in relation to France? Why, in this dangerous crisis, arc
Mr. Armstrong’s letters to the Secretary of State .absolutcly
withheld, so that a line of them cannot be seen ? Did they cou-
tain no information of the demands and intentions of the I'rench
Emperor ! Did the Revenge sall from England to France, and
there wait thirce or four weeks for dispatches of no impertance?
If sp, why, regurdless of the public sciicitude are their contents en
carefuily concealed ? 1l really unimportant, what harm can wrise
irom telling Congress and the Nation, officially, that they contuin
vothing of moment to the safety, the liberty, the honour, or the
intevests of the United States 7 On the contrury, are they sn
closely locked up beeause they will net bear the light 7 VWeuld
their disclosure rouse the spirit of the people, still slombering in
Llind confidence in the Lixecutive ? Has the I'rench Emperor de-
claved that he wiil have no neutrals? Hus hic required thut cur
fortsy like those of bis vassal states in Buvrope, be shut vgainst Dra-
{ah commerce 2 Is the Embargow subsiiture a milder form of com-
plitnce with that harsh demand, widch if exhibited in its nuked
anct insulting aspect, the American spirit might yet resent? Are
we still to be kept profuundiy ignovant of the declavations and
avowed designs of the Irench mpevor, although these muy
strike at our liberty and independence ! And, in the mean tinwe,
arc we, by athousand irritations, by chciishing prejudices, and by
exciting {resh resentments, to be drawn gradually into a wur with
Great-Biltweinf Why amidst the extreme anxicty of the pubiie
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miind, is it still kepton the rack of fearful expectation, by the Pre.
sident’s portentous silence respecting his French dispatches {—
In this concealment there is danger. In this concealmeint must
be wrapt up the real canse of the Embargo. On any other sup-
Pposition it is inexplicable.

I am alarmed, Sir, at this perilous state of things, I cannot re-
press iy suspicions ; or forbear thus to exhibit to you the grounds
on which they rest. The people are advised to repose implicit
confidence in the Nuational Government : in that unbounded confi-
dence lies ourdanger. Armed with that confidence, the Lxecu-
tive may procure the adoption of measures which may overwhelm
us with ruin, as surely as if he had an army at his heels. By
false policy, or by inordinate fears, our country may be betrayed
and subjuguted to France, as surely as by corruption. I trust,
Bir, that no onc who knows me will charge it to vanity when I
sav, thut 1 have some knowledge of public men and of public
afiairs : and on that knowledge, and with solemnity, I declare to
you, that I have no confidence in the wisdom or correctness of
our public measures: that our country is in irmminent danger :
that it is essentizl to to the public safety that the blind confidence
in our Rulers should cecase ; that the State Legislatures should
know the facts and reasons on which important gencral laws are
founded ; and esprecially that those States whose jurms are on the
occun, and suhose harvests are gathered in every sea, should imme-
diately and seriously consider how to fireserve them. In all the
branches of Government, commercial information is wanting ;
and in ¢ this desert,” called a city, that want cannot be supplied.
Nothing but the sense of the commercial States, clearly and em-
phatically expressed, will suve them from ruin.

Are our thousands of ships and vesszls to rot in our harbours?
Are our siwty thousand scamen and fishermen to be deprived of
employment, and, with thcir fansilies, reduced to want and beg-
gary ? Ave our hundreds of thousands of farmers to be compei-
led to suffer their millions in surplus produce to perish on their
hands; that the Fresident may make an experiment on our pa-
ticnce and fortitude, and on the towering pride, the boundless
ambition, and unyieiding perseverance of the Congueror of Eu-
rope! Sir, I have reason to believe that the President contem-

“plates the continuance of the Embargo until the French Empe-
ror repeals his decrees violating as well his treaty with the United
States as every neatral right; and until Brituin thercupon recals
her retaliating orders !—By that time we may hav. neither ships
mor scamen: and that is precisely the point to which some men
wish to reduce us.—To sce the improvidence of tliis project (10
cail it by no harsher name, and without adverting to uiterior

icws) lct us look back to former years,




11

—————

Notwithstanding the well-founded complaints of some individ-
uals, and the murmurs of others ; notwithstanding the frequent
Executive declarations of maritime uggressions commirtted by
Great-Britain notwithstanding the outrageous decrees of France
and Spain, and the wanten spoliations practiscd und cxecuted by
their cruisers and tribunals, o which we scmetimes hear a faint
whisper ;—the commerce of the United States has hitherto pros-
pered beyond all cxample. Qur citizens have accumuiated
wealth; and the public revenue, annuaiiy increasing, has becn
the President’s unnual boast.

These facts demonstrate, that aithough Great-Britsin, with her
thousand ships of war, could have destroyed cur commerce, she
has really done it no essential injury ; @nd that the other belliger-
ents herctofore restrained by sume regard to National Law, und
limited by the small number of their cruises, have not inflicted
upon it any deep wound. Yet in this full tide of success, our
commerce is suddenly arrested ; an alurm of wer is raised : fear-
ful apprehensions are excited : the merchantsin patticuler, thrown
into a state of consternation, are advised, by a voluntary embar-
go, to keep their vessels at home. And what is the couse of
this mighty but mischievous alarm? We know it in its whoie ex-
tent. It was the unauthorized artack of a Eritish naval officer on
the American frigate Chesapieake, to scarch for and take some de-
seriers known to have been recetved on board who had been ofien
demandcd, and as often refused to be delivered ufi.  As was ex-
pected by all considerate men, and by the Prestdent birnscli (as
I have before observed) the British Government, on the first in-
formation of the unfortunate event (and without waiting for an
application) disavowed the act of its officer—disclaimed the prin-
ciple of searching National armed vesscls—and declared its read-
iness to make suitable reparvation, as soon as the state of the case
chould be fully known. ;

Under such circumstances, who can justify this alarm of war ?
An alarm which greatly disquieted the public mind, and ocune-
stoned an interruption of commerge extrcmely injurious to our
merchants and sca-faring citizens,

I will close this long letter by stating all the existing picicnces
—for there are no causes—for a war with Great-Brituin.

1. The Britlsh ships of war, agrecably to a right cluiimed ind ex-
ercised for ages—a rizht claimed and excinised during the whels of
the administrations of VWashineton, of Adiiis, wnd of Jeflorsnn —.
continue to take some ef the British scamen found an bourd onv
merchant vessels, and vith them a smadl nvicher of curs, from

oS
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Lic unpossxb.luv of always (h;tmg;ulslunrr Enghvhmen from cit-
jzens of the United States.  Onthis pointour Governracnt well
know that Great-Britain is parlectly willing to adept any arrange-
ment that can be devised, which will secure to her service the sca-
mensoho avce /:er own sudjects ; and at the samce time exempi ours
from impressiment.

2. The merchant vessels of France, Spain and Holland, being

driven brom the ocean, or dusivoyed, the commerce of those coun-
trics with one another, and with thqx colonizs, could no longser be
carried on by themselves. Herve the vessels of neutral nations
came in to their aid, and carricd on nearly the whoie commerce
of those nutions.  WVith their scamen thus liberated trom the
wcerchant service, those nations, in the present and preceding
vars, were enabled to man their ships of war; and the ncutral
vessels and scawen supplyving their pluces, became én fuct, though
notin name, auziliorivs in wer,  The commerce of those natinns,
writhout one armed ship on the sea appropriated for its protection,
was Intended thus to besecured under neutral flags ; while themer-
chant vessels of Gt‘eal-Brit;xin, with'its numerous armed ships to
guard them, wers cxnosed to occasional captuves. —>5uch a course
of things Great-Britain has resisted, not in the present only, but
in former wars ; at least as far buci: as that of 1756, And she
has claimed and maintuined aright to impose on this commerce
some limits and vesiraints 3 because it was a commetce which
was dznied by those nations to neutrals in timés of peace ; because
it was a commerce of immonse valueto the subjects of her cne-
mies ; oad because it fifled their treasuries with money to enable
them to carry on their wars with Great-Brituin.

S. '1 he third and only ven ‘.amu‘q pretence for war with Great-
itain, s the \mﬁnmmte affuir of the (,w%apm\he ; which hav-

lc enalready stated and explained, T will only remark here,
A 1nis nof to be baieved that the British Government, altcrb«.mg
eated, as buiore mondioncd, in its endeavours to make reparvation
o London, {or the wrong done Ly its servant,- would have sent
hither a special envoy to give honourable sutisfaction, but from its
sinceve desive to close this wound, if our cwn Government would
co9er i to be lealed,

Pcrmit me now to ask, what nian, impartially viewing the sub-
jeoty will have the beldness to say thut there exists any cause for
p;ungmg the United States into a war with Great-Britain 2 Who
thut respects his reputation as a man of common discerniment
will say it? \Who that regards the interests ond welfare of his
counivy will say it ? Who then can justify, who cun find an ex-
cure for a course of conduct which has hrought our country into
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Ly
self, Siry I must declare the opinion, that no fiee country was
ever belore.so causciessly, and so Liindly, thrown {rom the height
of prosperity, and plunged into a state of dreadful mnxiety wnd
suflering.  But from this degraded and wretched situstion it is
hot yet 1oo late to czeape. Let the dispatchics from our ilulsier
in France be no lonecr concecled.  Let the President pgrivrm
the duty required of him Ly the Constlinticn; by giving to Con-
gress full infornciion of the siate of the wiion in respect to for-
eign netons.  Above ally (et him wnfild our eciual sitiution svith
France.  Let him tcil us what wre the demands and proposals of
her Ruler. Had thesc Veen Aonourable 1o the United States,
would not the President bhave been eager to disclose them 7 that
they are of an entirely different nature, that they ave dis/onoura-
ble that they are rwinous to our commercial intcresis, and dunger-
cus to our Lberty and indefiondence, we arve left to infer.

(GRAY

its present state of alarm, emburrassment and distress ? For my-

I hope, Sir, that the nature and magnitude of the subject will
furnish a sulicient apology for the length and style of this leiter.
Pcrhaps some may deemy it presumptuous thus to question the
corrcetness of the proceedings of our Government. A strong
sense ol duty, and diztressing apprehensions of INational ruin,
have forced the task upon me. To some the sentiments which,
in the sincerity of my heart,I have expresscd, may give oilence :
for often nothing offends so much as Trurs.  Yet I donot desire
to offend any man. But when I sce the dangerous extent of Iix
ecutive influence ; when I see the Great Council of the MNation
called on to enuct laws deeply aTecting the interests of all clesses
of citizens, without adequate information of the rcasons of that
call : when I observe the deceptive glosses with which the mis-
chiefs of the mbargo are attempted to be palliated ; and frosterizr
cvents adduced as reasons to Jjustify the measure : when 1 know
that the risks of continuing their comrzercial pursuits against all
knowi dangers can and will be more accurately calculated by our
merchants than by our Government ; when ifany new dangers to
commerce were impending, of which our merchants were unin-
formed, but of which the Governmcert obtained the lhnowledse
through its Minister at Tails, or elsewhere, it was plainiy the
duty of the Executive to make thosc dangers known to Counyress
and the Wation: and sitce if so mude known, the merchants end
sea-faring citizens would, for their own interests and sulety, Liave
taken duc precautons to wuwrd sgainst them : and as it hence
appears certain thai an Imiboi-o wis not necessury to the safety
of “ our seamen, our vessels, or our merchandize :”—wher, S, §
see and consider these things, end their evil tendency - in w
word, when I observe a course of proceceding which to me ap-
pears calculated to mislead the public mind to public 1uin; !
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catinot be silent. Regardless, therefore, of personal consequences,
I have undertuken to communicate these details : with the view
to dissipate dangerous illusions ; togive to my Constitutents cor-
rect information : to excite enquiry; and to rouse that vigilant
jealousy which is characteristic of REPUBLICANS, and es-
sential to the preservation of their rights, their liberties, and their

independence.
I have the honour to be,
very respectfully,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

TIMOTHY PICKERING.

His Excellency JAMES SULLIVAN,
Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.



OFFICIAL.

Boston, 3d of 3lurch, 1855,

SIR,

I YESTERDAY reccived your Letter, consisting of sis
sheets, dated the 7th ultimo. My pressing calls in public con-
cerns would not allow mec to attempt to read it until Iute last
evening.—DBefore 1 had gone through the first page, [ was sur-
prised by your novel and extranrdinary claim, upon me, as Gov-
ernour of the Commonwecalth, expressed in these words— [ now
address it (meaning your letter) to you, Sir, as the proper organ
of communication.” Had this been a request to have commu-
nicated your Letter to the Legislature of this Commonwealth, as
a favour to you, I should have continued to read until from its
contents I became satisfied, whether I ought, or ought not to grant
it ; but on finding it to be a new and unexpected claim upon my
official duty, I folded the Letter instantly in order to rveflect up-
on (‘izs Jprinciples :(—1I have not unfolded it since, and now re-
turn it to you by the mail.

You will recollect that the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of this Commonwealth, are visible, organic bodies ; that the
former has a President, and the latter a Sneaker; ihat both have
Clerks. You will also recollect that thereis a Secretary chosen
by the two Houses ; that whatever is proper to be communicoted
to them, by you, may be communicated through onc, or the other
of these ; but that the Governour of the Commonwealth is ohii-
ged, ex officio, to communicate as Governour, to the Legislature,
whatever a member of Congress shall please to address o bim
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for that purpose, cannot be submitted to by me until T find it t6 be
made my duty by the Constitution of the Commonwealth.——You
seem to found your claim in your being a Senator of this . State :
I can discern no distinction in this respect, between members of
the Scoate, and members of the House : all are Representatives
of the State, and all must have equal claims.

I am, Siz,
Your very humble servant,

JAMES SULLIVAN.

-1{ Senator from Massachusetts, in

tHow. TrMorny Prickerive, Esq.
the Congress of the United States.

This is a copy of a letter, which I compared with the original, and
which enclosed six sheets of paper, being a letter {from Zumothy Picker-
ing, Esq. to the Governeur, and which six sheets being inclosed in the
original letter aforesaid, directed to said Pickering, I putinto the post-

office.
' WM. DONNISON.
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