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MINUTES

Of the United Presbytery of Upper Canada, at their mecting in
York, U. C. August 30th, 1830, and continued by adjournment
till 2nd September.

Presbyterian Church, York,
30th August, 1830.

The United Presbytery of Upper Canada met, according to ad-
journment, and after sermon by the Rev. Robert Boyd, was con-
stituted with prayer by the Rev. William Smart, moderator of the
last meeting—"The roll was called and names marked.—Members
present.

MINISTERS,
Robert McDowall,

William Smart,

William Bell,

Robert Boyd,

William King,

James Hares,

Andrew Bell,

Robert Lyle. :

Moved, scconded and agreed to, that the Rev. Robert McDow-
all be Moderator, for the present year—The Rev. Robert Lyle, at
iis request, was allowed to resign the office of Clerk, and the Rev.
W. Smart was appointed in his stead—After the minutes of last
mecting were read, the Rev. Andrew Bell, from the York Com-
mittee, presented their report, which was read, approved and or-
dered to be inserted in the minutes.

ELDERS.
Absalom Smith,
Edward Henderson,
George Miller,
Jackson Potter.

REPORT OF TIIE YORK COMMITTEE OF PRESBYTERY, &c. &c.

The Commitlee of Preshytery, consisting of the BMinisters in the Home and Gore
and Ningara Districts, Report

That Mr. Duncan McMillan, who was last year examined by the Preshytery
and received as a student under their inspection, having made considerable pro-
gress in his studies, the cominittee jndped it expedicnt to receive him on trials for
ficence, in order that some of our vacant congregations might be supplied with
his services as soon as possible,

They accordingly prescribed him suhjects for 2 homily and lecture.  Atameet-
ing of the Comnnittee held in York on the fifth of Augustlast, he delivered these dis-
courses, which were approved of, and rustained as preces of trial by the Commit-
tee. Subjects were then prescribed him for a critical exercise and popular dis-
rourse, to be delivered at the present meeting of preshytery; and he was desired
to be ready to be examined at the same time, in the lunguages, philosophy, and
theology.

The Committee are aware that from the want of opportunity and from the pe-
culiar circumstances in which e has been placed he eanuot have such a finished
education as those that have enjoyed the advantages of a university; hut_n‘t the
~ame tine it is but justice to hit fo say that he bas made an exceedinzly dilizent
nse of the limited meuns of education within his power, and has made consider-.
able attaineuts in the several brauches of litcrature to which his attention has
heen turned.

The calls for help from many of our vacant congregatipns heing <o urgent—the
harvest so plenteons—and the labourers so few, the Committee ure ot opinion,
that, till once the wants of our church can be supplied in soinc other way than
from our present resources, it wonld pot be a duty to insist upen a Jengthy and
formal term of education at a university as o gualificntion of those who wished to
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enter into the ministry, especially as a vespectable and useful education can be
given amougst ourselves. . ,

The Commuttee, therefore, from the knowledgq they have of Mr. McMillan's
qualifications, aand the confident hope they entertain, that, with these, he will be
highly useful in many of our vacant congregations, feel warranted in recommend-
ing the Preshytery to take him on final trial for licence atthe present meetmg.)

it appears, Trom the printed minutes of the meeting of Preshytery held at E res-
cott m February last, that applications having been made by the Rev. Danicl W.
Eastman of Grimshy and the Rev. Eli Chadwick of Charlotteville, to be admitted
as members of Presbytery, the business was eferred to this Committee. With
regard to this the Committee report, that neither of the parties has since made
any application to them on the subject, and that, conseg‘ueutly, the}: are not yet
admitred, and the husiness lies over in statu quo. ANDREW BELL, .

York, 30th August, 1830. Chairman of Commitice.

—~oGage G

Upon motion, Resolved, That the Presbytery take Mr, McMil-
fan on final trial for licence, at one o’clock to-morrow.

Application was made, by Mr. John Brining of Mount Pleasant,
{or license to preach the gospel, in conncction with the Preshytery,
—Afier much discussion, and serious deliberation, as to the neces-
sity of taking some extraordinary steps in order to increase the mi-
nistry, and supply the wants of the destitute parts of the country.

It was, on motion, Resolved, That, from the pressing wants of
the country and its particular circumstances, the rule heretofore
acted on, requiring a collegiate education as a qualification of can-
didates for the holy minisiry be relaxed—but that it be distinctly
understood, that this is only a temporary measure.

Agreed to examine Mr. Brining in the forenoon to-morvow—
Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning—Closed with praycr.
Tresday Morning, 9 o’clock.

Presbytery met, and was opened with prayer—Members present
as above—The Rev. Daniel W. Eastman of Grimsby, along with
an elder from his Church, ‘appeared and applied to be received, as
a Member of Presbytery—The documents, which he presented,
being highly satisfactory to the Presbytery, the question was put
“ Receive or noi”—Tlhe roll being called and marked, it was car-
ried * Receive”—DMr. Eastman’s name, and that of his elder, (Da-
niel Smith,) were ordered to be added to the Roll, and they took
their seats accordingly.

Presbytery proceeded to hear a specimen of trial from My, Brin-
inz, which was highly satisfactory, and after a minute examination
and all being sustained ; it wis upon motion, Resolved, That he
be admitted alicentiate, and that the Rev. William Bell license—
Accordingly Mr. Brining, having satisfactorily answered the ques-
tions of the formula appointed to be put to candidates, was licensed
to preach the gospel, as a probationer for the Ministry.

Adjourned to meet at onc o’clock—Closed with prayer.

Tuesday, one o’clock.

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer—Members present
as above. A lerter was received from the Rev. William Jenkins,
assigning reasons for his absence from the present meeting, which
“were unanimously sustained.
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Mr. McMillan having delivered a critical exercise and a popular
discourse, the members made their remarks on them, and approved
and sustained them as pieces of trial.

The Rev. Messrs. W. Bell, King, and Lyle were appointed to
examine Mr. McMillan as to his proficiency in the languages, phi-
losophy, church history and divinity—which beine done, and the
Presbytery being sotisfied, it was unanimonsiy agreed, that he be
licensed to preach the gospel, immncdiately aticr public worship in
the evening, and that the Moderator license.

The Rev. Robert McDowall being ealled on to give a statement
respecting his missionory tour through the eastern part of the Pro-
vince, made a verbal report—The Presbytery’s accounts with him
were afterwards considered.

Adjourned to meet at seven o’clock in the evening—concluded
with prayer.

Tucsday Feening, 7 o'clock,

Presbytery met and was opened with prayer—Members present
as ahove.

Mr. McMillan's picees of teial having been oll snstained, and he
having answered in a satisfactory manncr the questions of the for-
mula appointed to be put to candidates, he was licensed to preach
the gospel as a probationer for the holy ministry.

Agreed that he should receive his appointments from the York
Committee of Presbytery till the end of October, and aflerwards
from the Presbytery Clerk.

On motion, Resolved, That the Moderator be enjoined Ly this
Presbytery, to enter into aa immediate correzpondence with the
Professors of Theology, in the different Theoloaical Halls oy Great
Britain and Ireland, requesting them to direct the atteution of theie
respective students and probationers to Upper Canada, as a field
of useful and profitable labour.

Onmotion, Resolved, That it is expedient, {from the present
state of the country, and the pressing demands of this Preshytery
for ministers, that the ministers be authorized to superintend the
studies of such young men of piety as may desire to become niinis-
ters of the gospel ; and that encouragement bo given to youths of
talents and religious character.

On motion, Resolved, That a Treasurer for the Ilome Mission-
ary Society be appointed, to receive the sums collected in differcnt
parts of the country, for defraying the expence ot missions in des-
titute setilements—and that the Rev. James Harris be the Treasurer.

Adjourned till cleven o’clock to-morrow, Closed with prayer.

Wednesday, 2nd Sepiember, eleven o'clock.

Preshytery met and was opened with prayer—DBMembers  present
as above—Resumed the consideration of the Missionary busirioss,

Resalved, That every Missionary, on his tour, is authorised 10
make collections wherever it is practicable, and report to the Prei-
bytery the amount of the sums collented, )
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The differcnt ministers having given accounts of the incrcase of
congregations that were looking to them for stated supply of sermon ;
and the great number of missionary stations that were occasional-
ly visited, it was

Resolved, That cach minister organize Branch Missionary So-
cieties, in connection with the Presbytery, in his own ncighbour-
hood, wherever the people are desirous of having preaching from
this Presbhytery.

Mr. Phillips, a preacher, lately from England, laid before the Pres-
bytery recommendatory letters from scveral clergymen in England,
testifying to his Christian character as well as his literary qualifica-
tions ; and stated that he had accepted an invitation to preach at
Hamilton in the Gore District, and wished to be received into con-
nection with the Presbytery. Members having made their remarks
on the case, It was

Resolved, That the Presbytery are highly pleased with Mr. Phil-
lips’ recommendations, but us he is yet a stranger among us, it is
deemed inexpedient to receive him at present; but that he be
recommended to continue his course at Ilamilton, and that, il after
the cxpiration of six months, reports are favourable, the York Commit-
iee of ministers are authorized to proceed in the case as they see fit.

After some conversation on the necessity of a more extensive
circulation of the Scriptures, it was

Resoleed, That the ministers belonging to this Presbytery, use
their endeavours to get Bible Societies formed in the several con-
wregations in which they labour.

Adjourned to meet at 2 o’clock.  Closed with prayer.

Wednesday Afternoon, 2 o’clocl-.

Presbytery met, and was opened with prayer.  Members pre-
sent as above,

The Rev. Messrs, William Bell and William Smart gave an in-
teresting report of their missionary labours in which they had been
engaged, in travelling throush the country from Brockville to York.

In consequence of a resolution of the Presbytery, at its last
meeting at Brockville, a respectful application was made, by the
Moderator, to Iis Excellency the Lieut. Governor, for an official
list of the Trustees of the District Schools, and, of the members
of the Boards of Ilducation, throughout the Province; which His
Excellency kindly furnished. The smine was laid before the Pres-
bytery, and ordered to be printed in an appendix to the Minutes,
{or the information of the public, that they may be enabled to judge
for themselves, to what religious denomination the greater pdrt of
the Trastees, &c. belong.

The Rev. Messrs. Robert Bovd and Andrew Bell were appoint-
ed a Committee to transcribe the Minutes for publication.

The next meeting of Preshytery to be held in the Presbvterian
Church, South Gower, on Wednesday, the 26th of J;muaryh7 1831,

Concluded with prayer. ROBERT M« DOWALL, Moderator,

WILLEAM SMARY, Preshytery Clerl.
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V APPENDIX.
Copy.

A List of the Trustces of the District Schools, and Members of
the Boards of Education established in the scveral Districts
of the Province.

EASTERN DISTRICT.

Trustees for the District Schools, i Members of the Board of Education,
Jfirst appointed in 1808, . Sfirst appointed in 1316, _

Ion. and Ven. Dr. Strachan, : Donald McDonalig,
Rev. 8. Mountain, - Archd. McLean.
Hon. A. McLean, -
Samuel Anderson, -
Joseph Anderson, :
John Crysler, and M
A. McMillin, Esq. N

OTTAWA DISTRICT.

Hon. and Ven. Dr. Strachan, Johy MeDonell.
Alexr. McDonald,
George Hamilton,
Charles Sheriff,

P. P. Hotham, and
John Kearuns, Esquires.

BATHURST DISTRICT.

Hon. and Ven. Dr. Strachau, Revd., Mr. Harris,

James H. Powell, William Morris,

George T. Burke, Anthony Lesslie,
William Morris, Alexr. McMillan and

H. Graham, Esqr. and George H. Reade, Esqrs,
Revd. Michl. Harris.

JOHNSTOWN DISTRICT.

Hon. and Ven. Dr. Strachan, Revd. J. Wenham,
Revd. R. Blakey, Elnathan Hubbel,
Revd. J. Wenham, Jonas Jones,
Elnathan Hubbel, Joel Stone and
Jonas Jones, and Charles Jones.
Charles Jones, Esquires.

MIDLAND DISTRICT.

Hon. and Ven. Dr. Strachan, Ven. Arebdeacon Stuar;
Ven. Archdeacon Stuart, C. A. Hagerman,

€. A. Hagerman, James Sampson, and
James Sampson, Thomas Dorland, Esq.
Allan McLean,

Thomas Markland,

John Macaulay, Esq. and
Hou. G. H. Markland.

NEWCASTLE DISTRICYT.

Hon. & Ven. Dr. Strachan, Rev, A. N. Bethung,
Rev. A. N. Bethune,
Walter Boswell,

Zacheus Burnham,
Robert Henry,

Elias Jones,

John Peters and .
Leonard Soper, Esquires,

sEatE e ecosattnenes

ssetrrianuaa
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HOME DISTRICT.

tfon, and Ven. Dr. Strachan, : Hon. and Ven. Dr. Strachan..
Hon. D’Arey Boulton, Grant Powell, Esq. ‘

John Smali, Esq. Hon. William Allan.

Hon. D. Cameron,
Hon. J. Baby,

J. B. Robinson and

seasneaisse

I’Arcy Boulton, Esquires. :
GORE DISTRICT.
Hon. and Ven. Dr, Strachan, : Elijah Secord, and

James Crooks, D. O'Rielly, Esquires.

James Racey,

John Willson,

«l%[atl}ew Crooks,
Phomas ®rrioe
William Ellis, and

John Law, Esquires.

TR TN P

NIAGARA DISTRICT.

Hon. and Ven. Dr. Strachan, Revd. Thomas Creen,
Hon. William Dickson, Richard Leonard, Esq.
Richard Leonard,
Thomas Cummings,
James Muirhead,

Revd. Thomas Creen, and
Revad. Robt. McGill.

Carvassserna e

LONDON DISTRICT.

Hon. and Ven. Dr. Strachan, John Rolph,

M. Burwell, J. B. Askin,

Johu Bostwick, James Mitchell, and

Jos. Ryerson, Geo. C. Salmon, Esqgra.

J. Mitchell, :

John Rolpb,

J. Harris, Esquires, and

Rev. Jawses Lvans, appointed the
4th of June, 1830.

Cesarssasraseanee

WESTERN DISTRICT,

Hon. and Ven. Dr, Strachan, Hon. A. McIntosh. and
Hon. James Baby, William Hands, Esq,
Hon. A. Mclutosh, and

cesass

Alexander Duff, Esq. :
PETERBOROUGH SCHOOL.
TRUSTEES.
‘Fusmas A, Stewart, : Robert Reid. Esqr.
Charles Bubridge, and : Rev. T. Crowley.

FLIY.
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