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OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

IN GENERAL .!lsSEJIUr oj the State of Vermont, ~ 
October ,U, 1814. 5 

ON motion and leave, ~IR. H. C. DENNISON introduced 
lhe following Resolution, viz. 

" IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY, October 21st, 1814. 

"RESOLVED .... l'hat His Excellency the GOL'ernor, be re­
quested to lay before this House, copies of any C01'l'espondence 

he may have had, with any commanding Officer of the United 
States' .!limy, 0)' any Officer under his command, relative to de­
taching the .iUilitia of this State; particularly the request of 

General MACOMB, allwled to in his Excellency'S Speech of the 
15th instant, together with any other information on the sub­

ject, which, in his. opinion, may not be improper to comlilunicate 
to this House." 'Vhicb resolution was read, aud ordered to 

lie on the table. 

In General .!lssembly, Oct. 26, 18 H,. 

The Resolution lying on the table, calling on his Excellen­
cy for certain informalion, relating to any correspondence he 

may have had with Gen. MACOMB, and other Military Cffi­
-cers, was called up, read aDd adopted; and on motion, O"dered, 
that Mr. H. C. DENNISON wait on bis .ExcELLENCY, with a 

copy of the Resolution. 



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, ~ 
MONTPELIER, OCTOBER 27, f814. 5 

SIR, 
IN compliance with the Resolution of the Hon. Hou~e 

of Rl'presentatives, of the 25th instant, I herewith transmit 

to YOII, anti through you to that Honourable Body, several 

lellers and communications, Marked No. t to t4, inclusive. 

A copy of Ihe answer, to General MACOMB'S first leUer, 

dated tbe 1st of September last, I find, by examining my pap­
ers, halO been mislaid. 

It was ShOl·t, and in substance, as well as I recollect, that 
attentioll shonld be paid to his, communication, and such aid 

afforded, as sbould be found necessary, and in my power con_ 
stitutionall~ to grant'. 

An introductory letter to General MACOMB, was given to 

General STRONG, on his cro"ing the Lake; slating his landa­
ble exertions, in inducing \'plllnteers to turn out' for the de­

fence of their Country, and recommending him as an old 
and experienced Officer, in wbose judgment and integrity the 
fullest confidence might be placed. 

Of this letter, it being made ont in haste, I did not take a 

copy. 
I am Sir, raspectfully, yonr ]lUmble servant, 

MARTIN CHITTENDEN. 
lIon. D. CHIP1lIAN, Speciker 

of the House of Representatives. 

No 1. 

SIR, 

COpy OF A LETTER FRO}I BRIGADIER 
GENERAL MACOMB. 

Plattsburgh, .I1ugust 31, fSHI. 

I .\M this moment informed, tbat the enemy is advancing 

in full force towards thi~ place, and bave already proceeded 
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I!O far as to cross the Chazy at Champlain village. It is per­
haps in your power to throw a detachment over the Lake, so 
as to advance to our assistance on the road leading from Es­
sex. These men should be light armed. 'Ve shall be able 
to hold our ground until they come to our assistance, in case 
they should be too powerful for us to meet the enemy beyond 
our defences. 

With sentiments of respect, I have the honour 
to be your most obedient servant, 

ALEXANDER MACOMB, 
Brig. General Commanding the U. States' troops. 

His Excell<!ncy, 
.1hrlin Chittenden, Gov. oft/Ie State of Kermont. 

No.2. 
COpy OF ANOTHER FROM THE SAME. 

Plattsburgh, 1 P. No Septembel' 4, 1814. 
GIR .... 

IT is now ascertained, beyond a doubt, that the enemy 
will marllh for this place, with his whole force, this morning. 
Every preparation is made and making that 0111' time will 
admit. The enemy must besiege us, as ollr works are now in 
a tolerable state of defence. This will give time for succors 
to get to our assistance, ""hich may possibly end in a com­
plete discomfiture of his designs and oblige him to raise the' 
siege. Much is at stake at this place, and aid is actually 
wanted, as the garrison is small, and the pnemy in considera­
ble force. Under these circumstances your EXCELLENCY will, 
I am sure, not hesitate to allord us all the assistance in your 
power. 

I have the honour to be, sir, with perfect 
respect, your most obedient servant, 

ALEXANDER MACOMB, 

'ro His Excellency, 
Brigadier General COl,llmanding. 

.Martin Chittenden, GO!), of the Stute of Vermont. 
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No.8. 
COpy OF THE ANSWER. 

Jericho, Sept. 4, 181f.. 
SIR, 

I HAVE the honor of acknowledging your note of this 
day, and shall take the mOlit effectual measure to furnish such 
number of Volunteer., as may be induc~d to turn ont for your 
~ssiijtance. They will probably cross at l\l'N cil's ferry. 

I havil the honor to be, with 
respect, your humble servant, 

MARTIN CHITTENDEN. 
Gen . .0. • • Wacomb. 

No.4. 
COpy OF A LETTER FROM GOV. CHITTENDEN TO 

GEN. NEWELL. 
Jericho, Sept. 4, f814. 

SIR, 

ENCLOSED I transmit to yon the copy of a leiter, this 
moment received from Gen. MACOMB, which will shew YOIl 
the situation of our army at Plattsburgh, and the necessity of 
such assistance as can be afforded. I \\ ould recommend it to 
you to take the most elleclual method to procure such number 
of Volunteers as lIlay be had, for his. immediate assi.tance, 
from your brigade. It would be advisable for the troops to 
cross the Lake at M'NeH's firry. 

I am, respelltfully, your humble servant, 
M. CHITTENDEN. 

Gen. John Newell. 

No.5. 
COpy OF THE ANSWER. 

SIR, 
Charlotte, September 5, f814. 

I RECEIVED, late last night, your Excellency's letter 
.or the 4th iostant, with a copy of Gen. Macomb's letter, to 
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yourself, of the same date enclosed, in wllich YOII have refer­
red me to Gell. Macomb's letter to learn the defenceless sitll· 

ation of Plattsburgh; the force and approach of the enemy. 

and his request for yonr assistance, with the Militia of Ver4 

mont. Yon have, also, recommended to me, to procure such 
number of Volunteers, from my brigade, as may be disJlOsed 

to repair to Plattsburgh, and have them cross at M'Neil's 
Ferry. If I rightly understallll your letter, 1 can perceive no­
request, or order, from your Exct'llency, directing lIle t~ have 
the Militia undel' my command, or any portion of them, march 

to Plattsburgb, or auy otber place, for tbe assistance of Gen. 
Macom~, or f<H' auy other purpose. From your letter, tbere­

fore, 1 consider mysdf ullauthorised to order out any portion 
of the Militia, und.:r my command, or to do more than your 
Excellellcy bas recommended, namely, to olfer my advice. 
wl!Lch may be followed or not. As I eonsider myself, with 
the brigade I command, fully under your direction and con­
troul, and as, Ollr assistauce is requested, and seems very 
much needed at Plattsburgh, I regret that your Excellency 

has 1I0t ordered, either the whole, or a p<H'tion of this brigade 
to their assistauce, as 1 shall cheerfully obey any reqnest, 

direction, 0\' order, you may give, to repai I' to Plattsburgli, 
0\' any other place, to assist in opposing the enemy, protect­
ing our territory and citizens, and defending ollr country from 
in\'asion. 

I am, sir, with respect, 
Your Excellency's most obedient servant. 

JOHN NEWELL. 
His Excellency, Martin Chittenden. 

No.6. 
COPY OF A REPLY TO GEN. NEWELL. 

Jericho, September 5, 1814. 
SIR, 

I HAVE receivel) yours of this date, and s tate, in an· 

swer, that I do not considel' myself, authorised, eithel' by the 
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constitution, or laws, unller which we act, and from which all 
oor powers are derived, to ordl'r the Militia out of the State. 

But con~ideri"g the peculiar situation of the army at Platts­
burgb, it was my desire, that every aid, constitutionally in 
our Ilower, should be aWarded. And I am induced to believe, 
that a request, in such a case,would have more eWect, than an' 

attempt to assume onauthorisl'd power, on all such as are 

willing to turn out for the defence of our country. 
I am respectfully, your bumble sl'rvant, 

MARTiN CHl1.'TENDEN. 
Gen. John Newell. 

No.7. 
COPY OF A J~ETTER FROM COL. FASSETT. 

SIR, 

I LEARN hy Mr. WADSWORTH, tbere is considerable 
quantity of fixed ammunition at Vergennes, subject to your 
order. Can I have a part of it for Volunteers? Please to in­
form me by my son. 

I am, sir, yours, 
ELIAS FASSETT. 

His Excellency 
oM. Chittenden, Jericho. 

7th September, 1814. 

No.8. 

COpy OF THE ANSWER. 

Jericho, September '7, 1814<. 
Slit, 

I HAVE the honor of acknowledging yonr note of this 
date, on tbe subject of fixed ammunition, for the Volunteers. 

If there is any at Vergennes, subject to my order, tbis leiter 
may be considered as a sufficient order fOf such part oC the 
same as may be wanted. 
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t would inform you, that agreeably to your suggestion, i 
enelosed, and sent by express, on Sunday evening, to Gen. 
JOHN NEWELL, a copy ot Gen. MAcoMn)s letter, and strongly 
recommended it to him, to use every exertion to proCllre such 
Iiumber of Volunteers, from his brigade, as could be immedi­
ately induced to cross the Lake to the assistance of the army 

at Plattsburgh. 
I am, respectfully, your humble sel'vant, 

MARTIN CHITTENDEN. 

Col. Elias Fassett. 

No.9. 
COpy OF A LETTER TO GEN. ~:IAtOMB. 

Burlington, September 11, 1814. 
SIR, 

THE hearers, AMOS W. BARNUM, Esq. my Military Aid, 
and SAMUEL SWIFT, Esq, Secretary to the Governor aud Coun­
cil of this Stale, will go to Plattsburgh for the purpose, it 
praeticable, of communicating with you, and of receiving any 
information you may please to eommunlcate, that we may 
know how to govern ourselves, in endeavorin~ to t'urnisll as­
sistance. 1'hey will communicate to me any flecessary hifor'­
mation you may ~ve them for this .purpose. 

I am, with high consideration, your humble sen'nut, 
MARTIN CHITTENDEN. 

Gen • .Macomb. 

No. 10. 

COpy OF A LETTER FROM GEN. SA~iUEL 
STRONG. 

September 10, 1814. 
SIR, 

I AM sorry lot to have it in my power to give you a cor­
rect statemeilt of the Brili~h force approaching this place. 

u 
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'From (he he.t information I call obtain, which '\"as from'Gen, 

)<IOOER, tl!e~ are 8000, or !1000 strong, all regular truops. 
except n fc\\'. Theil' artillery has lIot beell made Uie of' a­

gainst liS ,-<; yet, although it is Leliel'ed they have considera­

ble. i hale If(~e,, lip Ihe rire!", (his morning, live or six milea, 
which II ", lined with the enemy 011 the north side. They 

baH' made sel'eral nUeul['ts to cross, but without success. 

This i~ Ihe linl' Ihat is 10 be defended. I have ascertained, 

to a certainly, the nUlUher of'}lilitia from Vermont, now on the 
ground, well urllled, is 1'de.:--J'rom New·York 700. Regnlar 
Iroops un,ler Gell, ,M,\CO"5, he says, 2000. He treated me 

very frielldl~', I presume Doel. PO~IEROY gave you the par­

ticulars of the fi .. _l inten'iew we had. ". e have strong ex­

pectaliollS of 2000 detached Militia, ordered out by General 

}\lOCF-It, arrivillg SOOI/. He has writ len (0 Gov. TOlltJ'KINS tn 

sCIIII 011 the ~lllilia, alHI >"Y" he expects hinl ill person. 1 
hope you and our frienJs will ~end fuur or Ihe thousand t() 
our assistauce as soon '" po~sible, if' you shonld think bc;;t. 
If nol, we shall, if our courage hohls out, keep close to them, 
Do not, .ir, let my wishes turn JOU from the correct priuci­

pIe. yon haH heretofore pnrsued, as Go\'ernor of Vermollt. 
Permit me, sir, to subscribe myself, yonr friend and humble 
servant, 

His Excellency, 
.illartin Chittenden, 

No. 11. 

SAMUEL STRONG. 

COpy OF A LETTER FROM THE SAME. 

September 11, i8H-Sunday, 7 u'clock, P, .M.. 
DEAR SIR, 

'VE are now encamped, with two thnusand five hundred 
Vermont Volunteers, on the south hank of the Saranac riv-
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er, IIpp.osite the enemy's right wing, which i5 commande!) by 
Gen. BRISBANE. We have had the satisfaction to see t11e 

British fleet strike to our brave Com. :MACDONOUGH. The 

Fort was attacked at the same time, the enemy attempting to 

eross the river at every pltlce fordable, for fOllr miles III' the 

river. nut they were foiled at every attempt, exceN at Pike's 

encampment, where we nolV are. The New-York Militia 
were posted at this place, IImter Gens. MOOER lind ',"RIGHT. 

They were forced to give liack a few miles, until they were 

reinforced by their artillery. The general infbrmed me of 

his situation, ROIl wishe,l fOl' our assistance, which wa~ readi­

ly alforded. 'Ve met the enemy, and dl'oye him across the 
river, under cover of his artillery. Our loss is tri!lin!!;. We 

took twenty or thirty prisoners. Their number of kille!l i~ 

not known. 'Ve have been skirmi.hing an day Oli t he hanI,~ 

of the river. 1'his is the only 1,Iaee lIe eros~ecl, I\nd' he has 

paid dear for that. I presnme the enemy's force excceds the 
number I wrote you. 'Vhat will be onl' fate (o-morrow, 1 
know not; but am willing to risque the consequence atteDt)­

iug it-being convinced of tbe hmvery and skill of Diy offi­

~ers aoomen. We are ablln,lantly sUJlplied with 8mmllni 

tion and provisions, from Gen. MACOMB. 

I am, dear sir, yours, "ith esteem, 

SAMUEL STRONO 
His Excel1ency, 

.lfarlin Chittende!l. 
If God permits, yon shall hear from lJIe again, soon. 

No.t2. 
CQPY OF A LETTER FROM THE SAME. 

Vergennes, September W, 1SH. 

DEAR SIR, 

I RECEIVED your leHu of the 14th inst. on my retum 

at Burlington, where I bad tilt! satisfalliion of l'Xpressing 
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v.our thanks to the cilizens, w'ho had turned out to repel OIIP 

invading; foe at Pl\lttsburgh. At the same time, I was mor­
tified to hear citizens of a governmen~ like ours-where all 
officers are limited in their o/licial powers, urging the propri­
ety of that power being cxceededin an unconstitutional and 
arbitl'ary manner. We, as citizens, have rights secnred to us 

by the plood and wisdom of our forefathers. The constitu­
tion wisely secures to ns, certain rights and privileges, that 
ought not, and, I say, with thousands of others, shall not, !;Ie 
infl'inged on. The llj.te invasioll will convince our enemies, 
and our citizens at home, that our freedQm and liberties arj!l 
not to be taken by force, or intrigue. 

I wrote you on the 11th. Nothing appeared to oppose liS 

on the i.!th, and we all left the ground in h\lrmony, retnrll­
ing to our families, except a few, who were killed or woun4. 
ed. It" God be with liS, who can 5tand against us? 

I am, sir, your Excellency's 
friend, and humble servant, 

SAMUEL STRONG. 
His Excellencf, 

""lartin Chittenden. 

FROM THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 

SIR; 
War Department, &ptelllber 16, 1814. 

THE force under Gen. MACOMB, being exposed to immi­
nent danger, I have to request your Excellency, to order to 
his aid, immediately, snch a reinforcement, uot less tban (WI) 

thousand of tbe Militia of your State, as may be adequate (0 

the object. 

The emergency is sueh, as to make 1t neceslillry tbat yea 
call into service, en masse, the Militia from- the counties mo,s~ 
convenient to the scene of action. . 
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The extravagant and pernicious views of the enemy, make 
it of the highest impOl·tance, to the best interest and union of 
these States, that theil' career should be checked. 

It is in the power of your Excelleucy, with the means in 
your hands, to afford such aid as effectually to check it. 

I rely on your patriotic zeal, to make the exertions neces· 
sary to the end. 

I have the honor to be, very 
.respe.ctfully, sir, YOHr most obedient servant, 

JAMES MONRO~, 
His Excellency, 

.iJfartin Chitten4en. 

No. 14. 

COpy OF A LETTER FROM CH. J. NOURSE, 
.assist . .adj. Gen. 

Burlington, Vermllflt, September 27, iSH. 
SIR, 

THE despatch herewitb, would bave been handed to your 
Excellency, at an earlier day, but that the late glorious sue­
cess of our Navy and Ar~y in tbis quarter, rendered it Dnne­
cessary. 

I am directed by the .Secretary of War, to present the 
tbanks of tbe Generl\l Government, through you, to the brave 
and patriotic citizens of your State, for their prompt succor 

, and gallant conduct in thc late critical state .of this frontier. 
It is the wish of the Government, that two thousand of the 

~i~itia ·of your State should be drafted and organized, for im­
mediate service, subjee.t to the call, whe~ necessary. of 1.4.e 
,commanding officer in tbis quarter. 
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There are arms at Montpelier, from which suchu may be 
\Yithout, can be furnished. 

I have the houor to be, sir, most 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHS. J. NOURSE, 
J1ssist. J1dj. Gen. 

His Exeellency, 
Martin Chittenden, Gov. of Vermont. 

COpy OF A LETTER TO THE SECRETARY OF 
WAR. 

Burlington, September 28, t814. 

SIR, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge yours of the 15th inst. 
and have the great satisfaction to inform you that every ob­
ject contemplated in your eommunication ha'l been eftecfed. 

Volunteers to a much larger Dumber, tban that mentioned 
in your request, turned out, and «osied the Lake to meet tke 
enemy, wilhofit distinction of age, cJiaracter, or party, exhib­
iting a spirit and zeal for the defence of their country, which 
rettoots the highest honGr on themsel\"es and the eliuntry the,. 
Ilave signally aided in defending. The glorions event of our 
success against a tar superior force, both by land and water, 
is of the highest importance to this portion of the Union, and 
cannot rail, so to be cOlISideTed, in a natitmal point of .,iew. 

1 have the honor to be, 
t\!specttully, your humble servant, 

MARTIN CHITTENDEN. 
Hon. James Monroe, Secretary of War, 
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