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Ao the bhovsipfual Master, Wardens, and Brethren
+f Lodge 16, York, Upper Cunads.

Brerurey,

1 have received, through the mediuwm of your deputation,
vour ungualified vote of thanks ioy | my serv wces, together
with an earnest official veqiesd ﬂ.v pulilication of the
discourse delivered to you on the znnivers avy o' . John

the Baptist, which request I considerin Uib i be nnpe-
rative.

I should never have presumed to present it to the public
kad I not been thus requesicd Ly von, and ihe audience
before whom it was delivered Tt i- not my bosiness to
cxhibit the defi haveyior to 0y any thing to re-
commend it, but and 1118 cudienoe have requesicd
me to pnntll" v

However, I feel in duty bound to say, T am iadebicd to
several eminent men for some sentiments I Lave inforny
ven into the discourse, particidarly Bishops C()i)F;SJ':’(‘»
Atterbury and Fenelon ; M. Locke, Mr. Bo'lin xc.
but not having the works of these authers by me, it was
impossible for me to give their sentiments in their ewn
words.

As I feel to have no pevsgual vanity to
ing an anthor, T hops no one will be so i
me with plaziarism.

atify by bocoin

iherad as to tax

“Iis every work regard the author’s end.”

iy Upper Cancda, July 10, 1020,

. /._,‘[1/4 i

T (;‘y,;,./: T
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i Now eoideth Fuith, Hope, Charvitys these three
1 b 3 ’
but the greatest of these is Charity.” 1. Cor. 13, 13,
o b,

I have no deubt hut a considerable degree of carlosity
is excited in the public mind on this occasion. I theveiors
feel it an indispensable part of my duly to preface the ser-
vices of this day, hy declaring ihat it 12 not our intention
to divert or amuse by the exhibition of someibing «
Atthe same time I must confess, that our admidving
public on this solemn and important oceasivin, to o proiidi-
pation of our devotional exercises, s - iviended {o remuve
prepessession, and wealien the force of that graeri' od ob-
tauy cast upon the In Ainfion by the rash and wnknovag
paviol suciely.

Ii sy, however, he proper te say, that when we a1e con-
sidered i areligious point of view, we deciare for ny sec
nor do we copde w3 owe go on the broad prindjie ¢
beiieving th ¢

oz made of eno blood all naticns
men to dwellon the free of carth,” (Aets yvid 20) s
“whoever foars God and worlis yvighleousness shull B ac-
cepled of him.™ (Liets . 35.)

But althoungh we are ne seclartans, and tierefore luip
no pariienlar creed op system of relision we denand of
ery man i connects himsell with ue, tohe fully persuadd-
¢d in his own mind of the existence vf a Suprveme Fcirs,
unto whom we are sccounlable for our conduct, and who
will reward or punish us accerdingly. *Tis on this princi-
ple we graft all cur ties of filendskip, all our moral pre-
cepts 1 and from this arises every motive to virtee, and ev-
ery check to vice Tt i« this principle that constitutes the
“rough Ashler” of the man. which by our teols we square,
and shape, and make veady for the masler’s vse.

Tt is this principle which prompis us to hold forth this
hlessed Baok (the Bible) as the rule of our faith and prac-
tice.  And it is this principle which justifies us in saying
the best christian is the best nwason.  And bold as the as-
sertion may seein. ¥ hesitate not to Lo the author and ad-
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ducer of it, that a coop MAasox is not far [vur the kingdom
of Gud. '

Now as I am a decided character, and :»ttled in my
sentiments, and am, from a varic'y of peculiar circumstan-
ces, dragged from my native and beloved ehscurity, and
become a public defender of { hristi.niiy. I never iniend to
lel an opportunity of exhibiting its excellence, unfold-
ingits doctrines, establishing its truth, and enfercing ite
mandates pass unimproved.

3y heart glows with gratitnde while T contempiate i,
as a system divine in its vrigin, rational in its nature, con-
ciliatiag in its influence, superlatively sublime in its dic-
tion, and {ravcendently glorious in its resnlis. Itis an im-
perious dunty that devolves upon me, on the present occa-
sion, to explsin, illostrate, and enfirce a certain part of
this gloiicts system, as Tam fully assured the more this
is done, and its interests advanced, and its spirit imbibed
by the members of the united Lodges, the more will the de-
sign of this institution be answered : forits ostensible pur-
pose is the subversion of Vice, the prometion of virtue, and
the cultivation of every christian zrace.  « Within these
walls (impervious to the vulgar eye) the mind is nurtured
in all the sounduess of intellect, that discreet and engag-
ing depertment, that benevolence and charity of dispnsiiion,
#ad all those blandishiments of manners which constitutc
tke most noble appendages of the human character.” I
ey wpeak from personal knowlados, and not from mere
veport.  If I wasinclined 1o m'.l«;;?'/jv I might very consci-
entiously say rach more, which, though it might be con-
sidered useful, is atpresent unsoasenable, 2s 1 must hasten
to the more essential services of this day.

That portion of revealed fruth which T bave selected for
my Tho.els-on this occasion, is of no vrivate interpretation,
its application is universal, whether v¢ In men, oF musens,
f)tl‘.(‘]]tl:lstéal’i‘?. It;ontains m itself a bedy of divininty:
L1s e escence of christianity, and the concentrat a
velizion. These words arve ¢ ;fvn i‘o::ea‘;c(?(i:?tdt?:goge?g(ﬂi
idere 3, nor will they ever be fuﬁy fathomed until the
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disemnbodied spirit enters into the full frultion of its heav-
enly inberitance.

They stand recorded in the first Epistle of Paul to the
Corinthians, Chapter xiii. verse 13.

Now abideth Faith, [ope, Charity, these three, but the
greatest of these is charity.

While I am reading over these words, there appears
rays of celestial light diverging from them, on every word
there seems to hang clusters of truths divine—I seem sur-
roundad by a profusion of delicacies ; I feel to hesitate and
make a pause—where shall I first begin? however I must
proceed. Aund as a traveller in a rapid car, sees beauteouns
prospects presenting themselves in quick succession, on
which he cannet dv2ll, but takes a hasty glance and leaves
them with vegret ; so I must pass almost unnoticed, many
of those delightful and rational beauties that are closely
assoctated with this. subject and this service.

Your attention I need uot solicit, it is already granted ;
of the exercise of your candour I have no reason to doubt ;
but that which most nearly concerns yourselves in this,
and every other public religious service, is the mixing of
taith with what you hear that it may profit you.

T proposein the following discourse,

T To glance at the manifest design of the Apostle, by
shewing the bearing of these words upon the christian
scheme.

IL. To explain the import of the several virtues or gra-
ces mentio..ed in the text, viz. Faith, Hope, Charity.

TIL. To support the doctrine of the apostle, that Chari.
ty is more excellent than Faith or Hope.

IV. And lastly, apply the subject to the two distinct
class of sociely here assembled.

I. 1 am first to glance at the manifest design of the A-
postle, by shewing the bearing of these words .upen the
christian schome. ~ St. Paul was by birth 2 Roman, by
lineage o Tew, by circumstance a scholar ; he understood
every minvitia of the Jewish system, and was madly zeal-
ous v e ealimegn of Lis fathers ;. hut {4 is cartain at that
tine, he undersiood not that it had received its consumma-
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tion in Jesus Chwist ; and that he was become ihe end of
law to every one that belicved. '

He must alse have had a very extensive knowledge of
the religion of the surrounding heatliens. e was bornat
Tarsus, the metropolis of Cilicia, a city equal to Rome in
its privileges, and after it had pleased God to reveal his Son
in him, he travelled much among the idelatrous nations,
lived two years at Corinth, where lewdness was a prov-
erh, and where idolatry was the established religion.  He
had been instramental in planting a Christian church there,
and unto them had been imparted those exiraordinary gifts?

_they had abused, and in this Epistle and in this chaptcr,
his intention seems to be the corvection of those abuses hy
shewing the true nature and proper use of those gifts.—
that the religion he had taught among them, and which
they had espoused, might be fixed on a firm basis : The
grand palladium of which, he holds forth in the words of
thetext. And this is not like the palladium of Troy, ot
Rome, or Athens, a wooden statue, but the principal and
most essential part of christianity, Charity !

The apostle saith now abideth Faith, Hope, Charity.—
"T'he Jewish economy,though of divine origin,was but ten-
porary, “the shadow of good things to come.” (Heb, x. 1.)
Now shall these burthensome rites, oblique illusions, types,
shadows, ceremonies, and formalities, be removed. As
it is =aid ¢ from the days of John the Baptist even until now
the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent
take it by force,” but now shall the true worship of the
trne God be established, and they who worship him shall
do it in spirit and in truth, unto us is the last and most per-
fect dispensation vevealed. ¢ Upon us the ends of the
'world are come,” ({or. x. 11.) And this dispensation
hath in it three things, viz faith, hope and charity. We
will then proceed to explain,

II. The import of these several virtues, or graces, whick
have amongst us, very significantly been compared, ¢ to
the three principal rounds in Jacob’s ladder, by the help
of which, we hope to arrive at the celestial lodge above,
Faith fixes the foot, Hope lifts her eyes and views the
different gradations zyd eagerly aspirves, and Charity sup-

+ focs /(‘tc-'l fo Cliil’s Lo reeds

; ] e, Hha 12 of wy4
et 4 /rt/é Jii S a/tc:«w( 7
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ports her on her way. Faith—thisis the pedestal. What

then is Faith 2 not what is my faith but the faith meant

by the apostle. Volumes have been written on this sub-

ject, and many have been so tenacious of their sentiments
as to give full proof they had not that Faith which puri-
fies the heart, and works by love.

Faith seems to be used in so general a sense, as even to
include hope itself, sce (Heb. xi. 4.) when itis called < the
substance of things hoped for, and the evidence of things
not seen.”” Bat in a more strict and proper sense, it signm-
fies assent upou testimony, in cases where that testimony
deserves it. ~

Faith relates either to persons or to things, to the one
as the ground of men’s assent, to the other as the subject
matter of their belief There is still another notion of Faith
observable in the New Testament, and to which the text
seems to refer. I mean such a strong persuasion of divine
concurrence as prompted the apostles and other early chiris-
tians to exert themselves in the operation of miracles.-—
This was very necessary in those days, for the confirma-
tion of that religion which was to supercede all others, and
spread through all the world. But we have no need in
our times for sach evidence. The ordinary influence of the
Holy Ghost, the immautable, self evident truth of God’s
word, his visible church, and extraerdinary interferences
in the course of his all-wise Providence for its preserva-

.tion and prosperity, answer the same end ; we live under
the best dispensation  upon us the ends of the world are
come,” (st Cor. x. 11.) Perhaps the most intercsting def-
inition of Faith, as it regards us individually, is that which
describes it as a ¢ saving grace wrought in the soul by the
gpirit of God.” ¢ This is the Faith whereby we receive

- Jesus Christ as offered to us in the Gospel, not only as the
saviour of the world, but as our (personal) mediator and
saviour.” 'This definition is supported by these and other
such passages of scripture. ¢ By grace are ye saved,
through faith.” (Eph. ii. 8.) Therefore being justified by
faith we have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom we have access into this grace, wherein

i *
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we stand and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 1t is
said to - work by love” (Gal. v.6.) and to « p!;rlfy the
Tieart,” (Acts xv. 9.) it is said. be tlie common faith, (Tit.
i. 1) thisis an act of the understanding, (Acts viii. 37.)
and its fruit is righteousness, Rom. x. 10. So we see that
Faiih is something more than abelief upon testimony, for
Paul vouches for the faith before Aggrippa. But Aggrippa
declares ¢ he is only almost. persuaded to be a chris.
tian.” (Acts xxvi. 27, 28.) Although I am certain this
subject is essential to our decision of Character. our peace
of mind, and eternal salvation, yet the time.allotted me on
this occasion will not allow me to expatiate as my feelings
prompt me. 1 must proceed- to shew what is meant by
Hope. It is, properly speaking, a desire of the mind for
sowe real, or supposed good, not yet possessed ; ground-
ed on such probable reasons, asare sufficient to warrant
such desire, or expectation. 'This is what is meant by
hope in general : a religious or divine hope, must be foun-
ded on divine reasoning ; which are such intimations of
divine favours, as God has thought fit to grant as, and these
are either express promises, or else those rational deduc-,
tions drawn from the order and scheme of providence ; a
capability for which is one distinguishing characteristic of
a rational creature.

Hope was represented by the ancients by a beautiful
child, arrayed in loose flowing white robes, standing on
tiptoes, holding a trefoil in its right hand and a silver an-
chor inits left. These emblems 1 need not explain. There
seems no passion more natural to man than hope :  and
surely none more useful. Ttis this which buoeys up his
sinking soul when struggling beneath the mighty pressure
of clustering woes. It is this which enables him to bear;
“The oppressors wrong, the proud man’s contumely,
the insolence of office, and the law’s delay,” indeed it
* springs elernal in the human breast.” 1t is predicated in
Scr.xp.ture inthe most exalted manner as it applies to the
christian, it is called puretas it is resident in the heart that
1s cleansed fromsin. 1t is said to be good? (in distinction
from the hope of the hypocrite) as deriving its origin from

t 2Thes.ii- 16. 11 Per.i
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Gaod, and centering in him. Tt is called lively,] as il pro-
ceeds from spiritual life, and venders its possessor vigorous
and active in good works. Itis courageous, because it
excites fortitude in all the troubles of life, and yields sup-
port in the hour of death. Itis called sure,* its founda-
tion is firm, and it will not disappoint us at the last. 1tis
joyful,§ because it produces the greatest felicity in antici-
pation of complete deliverance from allevil.§ Tam sorry
we cannot stay to pick up some of these precious gems
and examine their beauties. However, let us not forget
to admire and adore our creator and saviour, for having so
revéaled himself to the world, as to excite in us both faith
and hope ; by the one enlarging and gratifying our unde-
standing, and by the other supporting our will, and hy
the help of hoth, carrying us on through all the paths of
religion and virtue, to the more perfect knowledge of those
things, which we at present only believe, and the consum-
mate enjoyment of that happiness for which we now hope.

I now come to the third virtue, or grace mentioned in
our Text, viz. Charity. As we have often heen deluded
by taking the effect for the cause, 1 think it proper to be a
little particular here. ~ Chzrity is something more than cas-
ual, or even liberal alms-giving ; this is sometimes an effect
of, but never can be considered as true charity, for it is
motivé%nd intention that are the true characteristics of vir-
tue or vice. St. Paul tells us a ¢ man may give all his
goods to feed the poor and his body to bhe burned and yet
have no genuine evangelical charity.” Itis properly a
habit, or dispesition of loving God with all our heart and
our néighbour as ourselves. ¢ Charity” says anable and
modern writer consists not in mere speculative ideas of
general benevolence, floating in the head, and leaving the
heart untouched, and cold ; neither is it confined to that
indolent good nature whichi makes us rest satisfied with
heing free from inveterate malice, or ill will to our fellow
creatures, without prompting us to be of service to any.—
It is not properly a single virtue ; but a disposition resid-
ing in the heart as a fountain ; whence all the virtues of
henignity. candour, forhearance, generosity, compassion,

PRam. v, 5, €I00nvih 19,0 §Romav.”.
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and liberality flow, -as so many native sireams. From
general good will to all, it extends its influence, particu-
Tarly to those with whom we stand in nearest connection,
and who are direct within the sphere of our good offices.
From the country or community to which we belong, it
descends to the smaller associates of neighbourhood, rela-
tives and friends ; and spreads itself over the whole circle
of social and domestic life. I mean not that it imports a
promiscuous undistingunishing affection which gives every
man an equal title to our love, Were we to carry it so
far, Charity would be an impracticable virtue, and would
resolve itself into mere words. ‘I'rue charity attempts not
* to shut our eyes to the distiuction between good and bad
men ; nor to warm our hearts equally to those who befriend
and those who injure us. 1t reserves our esteem for our
friends and our complacency for good men. It inspires to-
wards our enemies forgiveness and humanity. It breathes
universal candour and liberality of sentiment ; it forms
gentleness of temper and dictates affability of manners.—
It prompts corresponding sympathies with them who re-
Joice and with them who weep. 1t teaches us to slight
and despise no man. Charity is the comforter of the af-
flicted, the protector of the oppressed, the reconciler of dif-
ferences, the intercessor for offenders. 1t is not like a
meteor that occasionally glares, but a luminary that is reg-
ular in its course, perpetually dispensing its benignant in-
fluence. It assumes every shape in which it is possible to
be.n(j.ﬁ't mankind. 1t is faithfulness in the Friend, public
spirit in the Magistrate, equity and patience in the judge,
moderation in the Sovereign, and loyalty in the subject.—
In parents it is attention and solicitude 3 in childrenit is.
reverence and submission. In a word, itis the soul of
social life ; it is the sun that enlivens and cheers th :
of men.” Were Ito attempt to personify charity, I would
say she has a heart to feel for, and pity misfortune ; she
has eyes which dart round the world in quest of wretch-
;‘;dness, whqse keen celestial gaze inspires delight; she
: ;:1 f;ti:: ;}'hlch run v ith eagerness to bear the nceded alms,
fm%{z amias a Land that lilerally bestows ; she has Inge-
A prudince that e exerted to roscue and to eave,
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But alas ! how poor is langnage and how faint the im-
press we receive from words describing heavenly objects.
Tue delight I feel while speaking on this subject impels
me to enter on the third partof my discourse, which is LIl
to support the doctrine of the apostle, that charity is
more excellent than faith or hope. This will appear
by considering the following particulars 1. "That chari-
ty is the end of faith and hope. 2- That it is absolutely
cssential to salvation. 3- That it will constitute our enjoy-
ment in heaven. And lastly that it hath a place among
the divine perfections. 1st, Charity is the end of faith
and hope, it is said ¢ the end of the commandment is char-
ity,” and faith and hope are only means by which this end
may be attained. Kaith in all its operations converges
to this point ; hope hath the same tendency, the very con-
dition of hope is charity, for the thing hoped for is a re-
ward, and this reward is promised for. and suspended on
the performance of some duty. And what is that duty but
a concarrence with the divine measures in carrying on the
general good of mankind ; so we see the reciprocal influ-
ence of faith and hope, their uniform tendency and ulti-
matum, is charity.

2. Charity is absolutely essential to salvation. Here I
could wish to be understood with favour and not as inti-
mating that faith or hope may be dispensed with. But in-
fluenced by that charity of which I am speaking, I would
not exclude from heaven all whohave not the Gospel, and
have not therefore the proper reasons for, and objects of,
faith and hope, at the same time, T am fully convinced that
all who live under the Gospel shall be judged by the Gos-
pel.  But, 3dly Charity will constitute our enjoyment in
heaven ; ¢ proplesies shall fail, tongues shall cease, know-
‘ledge-shall vanish away, but charit y never faileth.” 1iCor.
43, 8. Hope shall cease whenenjoyment begins. TFaith
shall be lost in sight, but charity (or love) shall accompa-
ny us throngh the infinite variety of enjoyments in endless
life. 'When we ¢ are clothed upon with our house which
is from heaven ;” and have entered on a state unchange-
able ; and are puf in posseasion of that inheritance which
is incerrupiable, undefiled, and that fadeth not away s
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where we shall Lepermitied to drink tbe living streams of
hiiss cluse to the fuuntain head ; and are privileged to
gaze on the full blaze of Deity, and are changed frem
glory into glory by the spirit of the Lord ; then shall our
affections in full tide like rivers tend to their source, :nd
love shall constitule our everlasting heaven. 4thly And
lastly, Charity has a place among the divine perfections.
"I'kis cannot beé said of either faith or hope, for as God
knows all things lie has nothing to believe ; and as he
posses=es all things he cannot be said to hope for any
thing. But all things rise in proof of this grand truth,
that Godis Love. 'The whole scheme of human redemp-
ticn, the complete economy of rature, the uniform direc-
tion and perpetucl government of Providence, elicit the
cleares! demonstraten.  And so complete and absolute is
this divine atiribute that when it found not an ohject
whereon to display itself it made one ; atence manifesting .
an infinitude of power and an-infinitude of goodness. And:.
now he hath created ns, hath he left usto ourselves 5 with-
out any friendly power to support and guard us?  Hath.
i:e not furnished the world in which he has placed us with
every thing needful either for onr subsistance or delight 7
And do not the ciicumsiances in which we are placed, and
the accidents to which we are exposed, prove to us that
charity is the noblest feeling of our nature. Were this
disposition universally liffused and uniform in its opera-
tion we should have heaven in the way to heaven, and this:
will actually be the case when the gospel of our God and
of his Christ hath accomplished that whic it is intended:
to accomplish-; when ¢« righteousness shall cover. the
earth as the waters cover the face of the great deep.”’—
Then shall the full meaning of those words be understood
“ He that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God and God in
him, for Gud is love.”” And the more we drink in‘o the
spirit of the gospel, the more we participate of the divine
n‘atnre ; and the more we are conformed to the image of
Gf)d, the more happy weare. T feel it difficalt to tear my’
mind away from contemplations so glorious and enraptu-
¥ing as the poet says;

“ Sach contemplations mount us, aud shouid: mount
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The soul still higher and never glance on man,
Unraptured aniaflamed.”  Nieur Tunovents

As there are two distinet classes of persens Lefore me

viz. those who are, and those who ave not Masons, my
application must be both general, and particular,
- I have but little doubt of your being convinced of the
trath of the text, that the last and most perfect dispen-
sation is established, and now abideth f{aith, hope, and
charity, these three, and that the greatest of these is cha-
rity. Bat permit me to enquire as one that caroth for your
sounls, have we all that faith which is essential to salva-
tion? We may Dbelieve the word of God, as being of
divine origin, and as the + rule of our faith and practice,”
and yet it may have no more influence on the heart and
life, than believing that there was once such a person as
Alexander the Great or Julius Cesar. We may under-
stand religion as a science and be what is called or-
thodox in our heads, and yet our knowledge and our faith
be as unavailing as that mentiond by St. James, ii, 19.
True faith always produces the fruits of righteounsness,and
is said to be a living principle, John vii, 38, and to shew
itself by emanations of geoduness and without these it is
dead and useless, James ii. 20, 26.

‘We may have hope, but it may be a hope that will pe-
rish, Job viii, 13, 14. 'We may have built on the sand of
of our good works, and intentions, and a presumption that
God is infinite in mercy forgeting that « a God all mercy
is a Gad unjust.”

1t behoves us to enquire whether we have divine rea-
sons for our hope, and what is its foundation and confirma-
tion.? If our hope is in the Lord do we know any thing
of the blessedness of the man whose hope the Lord is *—
Jer. xvii,7,8. Did our experience ever accord with
what St. Paul say to the Galatians, v, 5. “ For we through
the spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.,” And
to the Romans v, from the 1, to the 6, - Being justified by
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ 3 by whom we have access by faith unto his grace
wher=in we stand and reign in hopé of the glory of God.
And ot only so, but we glory in tribulations also ; know-

"
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Jng that tribulation worketh patience ; and patience expe-
rience, and experience hope ; and hope maketh not a-
shamed ; because the love of God is shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.” Is
our hope assumed, or is it given unto us of God ? MayI
address you in the words of St. Paul, 2 Thes. 1i, 16.—

« Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our
Father, who hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting
consolation and good hope through grace, comfort your
hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work.”

If our hope be of this nature it is ¢ our anchor to the soul,’
(and is ) ¢ both sure and steadfast, and this alone is the:
hope that will bear the test. We may make an errorin
mathematical calculations, or we may err in science, and
those things on which our honor, interest, and pleasure

, are suspended, yet the loss sustained thereby may be re-
Frene Al and not prove ruinous, but an error in religion may
be fatal to our peace and everlasting intevest. O let us
take the advice of St. Paul, ¢ he not deceived,” Paul vi, 7.

I feel it my duty, by way of applying this subject more
closely, to enquire have we Charity, that divine principle,
which has for its object God, his cause, his people, and the
perishing souls of men? Can we say ¢ we know that we
bave passed from death unto 1ifé because we love the bre-
tbren.”” Our knowledge will avail us little, and every.
other grace and fancied excellence will amount to nothing
without this ; even our faith, and our hope, are but sha-
dows or creations of our imaginations without this, as their
centre, and their end. 'This is the end of the command-
ment. This is the fulfilling of the law.

I would now address myself particalarly to those who
have undertaken to reduce morality to a system and make
the arts and sciences to bearupon this noble purpose. To
those who are distingnished from the rest of the world by
mutual pledges of the most tender frigndship. I would
ebserve to you, that those pledges am? distinctions founded
onthem, lay on each of you a great weight of responsibi-
lity ; how you support that responsibility is hest known to
Jourselves. But you know ‘he honor of this institution is
suspended or you individually, and unless its excellence

Vzel
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gan be read by the world in your exterior, all arguments
in its favor ave vain. Unle-s the conduct of the memi.crs
is such as to prevent or wipe off reproach from the instita-
: tion, ‘tis useless totalk of the cotrespondence of Maso-
nic principles with divine revelation, neither can it answer
any better purpose to speak of its institution and its cha-
rities, nor caun the oft repeated and fondly considered cui-
" lossal arguments of antiquity, number and populavity.
erase from the public mind the prejudicial opinivns imbib-
- ed by observing the irregularities and immoralities too fre-
quent amongst us.

" If you wish to increase in number and maintain the res-
pectability of the institution,the cause of which you hiave es-
poused, something more convincing must be exhibited tothe

. public than such specious decorations. 1 know it is your
wish that men of sound judgment, deep thought, and close
- reflection, should attach themselves to your order. Such
- men will pause, ponder, sift and examine for themselves.
. Letus see how much these arguments amount to in our
favor, I mean the arguments of antiquity, number, and po-
pularity-  Itis said, our orderis of long standing. and
hastherefore a claim on reverence, esteem, and union ;
but may not the Pagan, the Jew, the Chinese, and the
Mahomedan say the same. ‘This argument applied to
visible,social, or religious establishments, concludes equal-
1y for error as for truth, for the rites of the Mosaic, the
infidelity of the Mahomedan, and the Idolatries of the
Pagan system. On this principle the Jew can demonsirate
the reasonableness of his conduct in adhering to Mosaic
ritual : the Mahomedan, for his submission to the absur-
dities of the Koran ; and the Pagan, the obligations he is
under to tread in the steps of his forefathers. in worshiping
the Sun, Moon, and Stars. This is one argnment totally
insufficient in itself for the furnishing of any certain crite-
ron, either of purity of doctrines or rectifnde of praclice.
On this principle ¢he Church of Rome endeavours to
make gnod her claim. to sapremacy.  But it is not a very
couvinring m-de of argumentation to say « we are the only
true Church and have our credentials to show and every

C .
.f fé’zlx( teedtor /
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ons that is not confarmed to our modes of Worship, and
faiiy, Iva renegado and a schismatic.”” This eavours more
of bizetry and a perseculing sl)irit th‘angood sense. ﬂl.lll
chasity.  The consideration of numbey is the same in itg
natare.concluding equally fop ervor as for tenth. It exhi-
bits systems tolally opposed to each other as having heen
vendored successiul by divine interposition. Tt represents
Gud as now engaged for one and then for another ; in aur
quarter of the world establishing Heathenism, in another
Judaism, and Christianity in another. If we admit this
reasouing to be conclusive, and apply it to the geperal re:
ligisus svstems in the world even at preseat, it will df(‘}de
againt christianity itsclf and bind us over fo the professjion
of paganism.

The popylation of the world has lately been stated tg
be eight hundred willions, vanged under these four deng-
mingtions. 1. Pagans, which comprehend all those whe
baye nof the knowledge of the trne God, but worship
either no God or Idols. 2. Jews, comprehending alf
thowe who reject Jesus Christas the Messiab, but expect
one > come. 3. Mehomedans, including all those whp
belicve Mahomet to have been a prophet sent of God. 4,
Caristiaus, ynder which we clase all these whe believe
that the premised Messiah is already come, thai Jesus
Clyist is that Messiah and the Saviour of the world. The
respective members of these general denominations haye
heen stated as follows :  Mahomedans, ene hundred and
forty millions ; Christians, gne bupdred and seventy fiye
millions ; Jdews two millians five hundred thousand ; Pa-
gans four hundved and eighty twq millions. So that we
see that the Pagans rise in nnmber superior to Christiapity
nearly in the propartion of three to ope. Are we therefope
to conclude that they are the only favoured of the Lord he-
cause of their number ? I infer your answer frop 3 beligf
of your good sense. '

Popularity answers no better purpose than antigquity and
number, ) "Tis only like an ignus fatus calculated to mis-
lead. Tis an argnment which may he made to cerve al-
most any ﬂgrpq‘s.e\b? it ever so exfravagani and base.



19

Bul admitting this Superior popularity as attaching to
gcientific systems or religious establishinents, does it esta-
blish the fact, that the dochines tiught amongst them should
be received as axioms, and not he investigated ¥ Are
we to swallow their teuets by ‘wholesale, and satisfy our

" conscience by saying it is enough for me to believe as the
multitnde believe ?  We had better follow the advice of
the town cleri of Ephesns ¢ and do néthing rashly,” Acts
kix, 36. ard the éxample of the nable Bereans, ¢« ex-
amine and search for outselves and not from appearances
receive with all feadiness of mind, and neglect to satisfy
our own reason and judgment. Acts xvii, t£.

We cannot so {ar inrpose ot our own reason and judsg-
ment, a3 to admit this argument to decide; for we are 255ur-
ed the reverse has often been the case, and public defa-
mi'ion, instead of public esteem, has often heen the por-
ticn of those who have had trath, reason, and revelation
en their side.

I shall not lead you hack to the opinien fwmed by
heathens concerning the Jews, the antient charch of felo-
vah :but I would divect your minds to the “avicer. The
ttmost purity of motive, the most profound wisdom in
teaching, and_the most unbound=d hensvolence of heart!
were no sufficient securities to him ag1inst the 'ova=nts of
prejudice and the shafts of malavoivnze. Far Gongh at
one time we see by the splendour of his miracivs, and the
power of his teaching the tid: of pepalar applanse tarned
strongly in his favour, and we hear the mubifnde with
rapture crying < Hosannah to the son of David, bloxsed is
be that cometh in the name of the Lord:” Yet sonmthe
tide is turned and they clamonr for his blood.  And was it
not soin the days ofthe Apastles? They were represent-
ed as being impious and profane, as practicing ia ‘leir re-
ligious meetings gluttony, drunkenness, aduiery and in-
cest, with worshiping the head of an ass. and, on the ad-
mission of a member into the privilpue. of teie comanii-
ty with murdering a child and driniing ifs Plosd as 2
pledge of their mutual and invislohic secrecy.  Brb cem-
ing down to the Reformation. a similar scene pyeue

+ Tlr il
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self, and the same despicable conduct is pursued. No.
soone did a Woiliffe, 1 Jerome, a Husse, and a Luther,
stand fr. as epposers of papal imposition and absurdity,
than *Iev were exhibited to the world as apostates, per-
ver e« of the truth, and called by their bitter Christian
ene mivs + the spawn of the bottomless pit.”

B has itno! been the same with science 7 has not er-
rev -ffen been popular and truth scouted as preposterous
ant-absnpd? That error has often been popular I need
ouly refer you the peripatetic philosophy which was once
vecoived and faught in all the popular schools, but is now
Jaid ide. Tae opinions of Plato and the Copernican
system of astronomy are all superceded by modern dis-.
coveries.

On the other side we see truth as been in obscurity
blooming like a flower in the wilderness, wasting its bal-
my fragrence. Witness the fate of Socrates. 1 could
swell this discourse beyond its proper limits, by adducing
instances on both sides, but enough hasbeen said to prove
that popularity is no certain criterion by which we are to
judge of the truth and excellence of sentiments and sys-
tems. Now as none of these argnments serve our pur- -
pose we naturally turn our atlention to another sort of

sroof, in favour of this venerable, this ancient, this excel-

{om but much abused institution.  This proof must be #li-
cidhy the demeanonr of its members.  To those in au-
theriy § would addeess myself.  (Here all the officers
stawd up.)

o von T woenld abserve (hat your responsibility is
great, [t hehoves the man at the helm to be sober, and
the mon in command to be cautious, courageous, and per-

SOVOYIIZ.

Ui voar duty tn esarch info the records of this insfitu-
Hion « and while ven do this let your emulation be excited,
5 1! ng yaar Begisters men in the most exalted sta-
- antd men of ihe oroatest talents and influence, Kings,
shileszonlines, 2ul men of science in every eivil-
mic Bt ihe oy hichost 2ambiion o iminate
es.  BOia vour bsiness o enfoapee the laws of
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this institution. Then let every member see in your con-
duct the path be ought to tread. i is observed of Julius
Ceusar that lie never said to his soldiers ¢ Ite ite” but
scyenite.” That i= he never said ** goon,” but come on, or
é follow me.”  Your life should be a comment on those
excellent laws it has become your duty to illustrate and
enforce.

Now unto you who are to be governed I would say,
(here 2ll the members rise,) let it be more your endeavor
to keep, than to mend our laws, ¢ let every one be in sub-
Jjection to the powers that be.” You know it isa truth
much to be lamented, that many have violated the most
solemn vows, sacred injunctiens, and affectionate advices,
have shewn themselves ¢ rebels to all law both human
and divine,” and have thereby disgraced this institution.
You know among the bulk of mankind there are but few
who have the good sense to discriminate between the pe-
culiarities of individuals and the peculiarities of systems.
Te maltitade condemn by wholesale, the misconduct
of one is attached to the whole. Then let us make an aw-
ful pause ! and interrogate ourselves thus. Shall I
perjure myself?  Shall I break my solemn vows and vio-
late the laws of this institation ? shall I plant thorns in
my own bosom and harrow up the feelings of my best
frieffds and brethren ® That we may not my dear hreth-
ren ! let us all seek after that vigorous Faith,—that con-
firmed, glorious Hope :—and that glowing, celestial Qhar-
ity, of which we have been speaking. For itisin vain to
strive to produce an effect without a correspondent cause,
¢ Make the tree good and then the fruit will be good.”—
‘We may cull the choicest sentiments from the best authors,
we may resolve and re-resolve, and still have to complain
% when L would do good evil is present with me.”

Unless we have the principle of Piety, we can never u-
niformly practice it. My very dear brethren, a man may
be a good man and not be a mason, but a_man cannot be
a good mason but must be a good man.  This you know
by having become aconainted with the peculiarities of this
institution. A detail of its intrinsic excellence, and a full




22

developement of its rules might have a tendency te exalt
i in the public esteem ; but hew would these be able to
shew their faces before an enlightened public who have
basely trampled on its laws, broken all its injunctions, de-
spised its fellowship, and wickedly wrested themselves
from its kind embrace, and darted beyond the stretch of
its Charity ?

These have injured the cause they were bound to serve,
and bave lacerated the hearts of their brethten; and stand
anomalies in the sentimental world. As I am a siranger
amongst you I cannot think myself in danger of being tax-
ed with being personal in my remarks. I declarel am
not, but if T were let the individuals who deserve the cen-
sure feel all the poignancy of conviction, and would to God
he may be reclaimed.

I never was more sincere or more freed from an inch-
nalion to bestow unmerited compliment than at this time,
when T say « ¥ hope better things of you.” The person-
al acquaintance I kave the pleasure of enjoying with some
of you not enly excites the hope, but guarantees the belief
that the purpeses of this institution shall not he perverted
ot desecrated by you. X hope the time will never come
when it will be considered otherwise than an konour to
have a name amongst you. As this City is the metropo-
lis of the Province, I hope this Lodge will distinguish it-
self by its strict adherence to its ownlaws which will make
it an ensample (o others. :

I neverfecl more attached to this institution ihan when
t am revolving in my mind the present condition of man,
'Fhe misfortunes to which he is exposed, and the flnctua-
tions to which he is liable, shew the necessily of combin-
ing for the avoiding or alleviating our sorrows.  Kvery
true philanthropist must approve of every association that
kas ferits object the protection of the stranger, the comfort
of the aﬁhct'ed, and the lessening of human misery in what-
ever shape it may present itself. And a,mongst' us (his is
»ot eonfined to nation or to colour ; in every class of soci-
aty we have brethren. No difference of opinion i mat
ters relative to law, polities or relizion is suffered te dis-
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solve our bond of affection. T.et us then appreve that
which is excellent and +* hold fast. that which is good,”
that after our mutual assistances while travelling through
the checkered maze of providence, we may have an en-
trance administered unto us abundantly into the kingdom
ofeverlasting repose, and on our way be this our individu-
al prayer.—

Father of light and life, thou good Supreme,

O. teach me what is good ; teach me thyself ;
Save we from foliy, vanity and vice,

And every low pursuit. and feed my soul

With knowledge. cencious peace, and virtue, pure,
Sacred. svhetantial, never fading bliss.— THoMmson.

« Now unto him thatis able to do exceeding abandant-
ly. above all that we can 1<k or think, be all honor agd glo-
ry, world without end, Amex.

FINIS.

Erratum.~In the introduction, for Roblin read Rollig.
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