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'1'0 tlie H tji'sillpr'ul .Hin!'1" JVardens, llncZ Brethren 
·f Lodge i6, York; Uppe1' ColIIG,:L 

BRETHREN", 

I hiwe received, through the mcdium ofyonr deputation, 
~'Ollr unqualified yote of t1mnks lOt., my se!'\'iCr,;,.tOt);ether 
with an earnest official 1'('qli2s~'rj,e pul;!iC':!'iD'1 ()fth.e 
discourse delh-el'cd to ~-n:! on the ;,;FJiH'l",;]l'Y or ':~L Jobn 
tl B t· t L' I I' 1 ' \ .r "t,. . Ie ap IS , WuIe I request COil.;,,,,,!' dl Ll:S. to l:e nnpc-

l'3.tire. . 

I should ne\'cr havc pl'e~llmed to present it to thc puIJlic 
had I not heen thus rf'q!Jestd l;~ ~,("l, mhl the r,lIdiellCe 
before ",110m it was deliverl'd It i· not my hU:;lIes', to 
cxhibit the d.e~ t haw,'or I·, ''', '11l~' I:)i:l~ to I'e-
commend it, hut and ti1~ :aHl>!,u: have l'e(ll!('~:ul 

me to print /t- . 
However, I fecI in duty hound to say. I l\m i1ll1eh'c,1 tv 

several eminent men for some sentimcnt$ I LWi' H ill: ,'1'\\ vi-­
yen into the discourse, par~ic;;larl.y Bishops C()llt)(,:l!'(" 

Atterbury and Fcnelon; '\il'. Locke, Mr, Ho' 1in .',;('. 
but not haying the works of tbese '<lltilf'l"; b;;' me, it wa~ 
impossible for me to give the:I' sentimellts in theil' own 
words. 

As I feel tv have no pe1'5G:nl "-:lIlity:o ~;l'"tif:: hy b':cmn 
ing an author, I hop~ no one \\ill be ~o illibrr:tl as tc tax. 
n1e v,-ith pli.~;tari~m. 

"' In crery work reg;'lTd ih~ authur's c:;:::' 

J~)}.j .. , llppel" (1lul:.:Ja, .!Idy 10: j9.~!l. 

I ('. , / ... '{L-t L . 

r - 1/"':'; ',_, / 

.T. Y. 





·f ,-~"{)~f" (iJlrleUt F.';,it/~. J-[ope, Cha1-ity; tld'Sf.) thr'ce, 
butthe greatest IU'/IL,o,,<, is ChUl'it!l." 1. COl', 13, 113, 

I have no (lnn:,t hnt a considerable cl:'gn'<' of (,u~·io,!t.v 
is excited in the puhlic mimI on this ,I('c:lsiull. I tiWi eLI!,,,­
feel it an indisllensahle part of my dll[~' to 111'('1':1('(' the S('l"­

"ices of this (1:1,\', h,l' declarill!'; ihat it i'; Hot lilt!' intention 
to diYcrt 01' amn"e ily the exhibition of ~oEll':!:in~ <r:':~I';' , 
Ai the sa.me time I ;lW,t cOllfl'ss~ that our :~.,l:llj'ii;l~: '.;1(' 
puhlic 011 tbi., ,:olema and important IIcea,,;,);l, to:! p:t) :;(i­
llation of Out' deYotionall'xt'I'(,j,,-,s. is iU:;'i,(]('d to 1'tl"O\'C 

rl'cj)es':;es~i:in, :lnd 'Y2t1!:C;l th~ r(jl'CeOflh~1t u:~(l:(l'i'_·d (,!> 
~n,!;lJ" Cl~t l~rOll the i:: ~lt:1~i:'.:1 hy th~ l\;..Stl an.:..l tU~!\.lhi1:o.t~1; 
iJ~~~·~ of :<'cictv. 
. It :,;"y, II;We,'el', he proprrio ,ny, f1::11 when we ~lT con, 
~ .. !\1t'l,,~'d il! a reli:;iJu'=3 F\~il;t o~ .. \"ie\Y, 'Yr', dL'ci~u'c for n:) :-:I:~:';, 
113r do ,,·c ('nli'li~,:lln a,'}\- ~ y,.~. go (}H the !H·(;:'.~l nTii!ti1,ic (.1 
heiicyil!;; 11;,: .; God k~,mflt1"c of O~]o' hlood al'! lia::, ;1~ cf 
Il1Nl to Ih\Tll o~ the r,,,,, OJ l'rrr~h;;' (;\.ci~ :;\'ii :!~j) ~,;.! 

.. .: 1,ylHlPY:'r i,_':u'~ Gotl nni.l 'ro:'l~~ rl£.:::itcoU~!.lCSS ~h~tll t,!, ~tC-
(l'~~!c'u of him," P,ds ;" 3:1.) ',' 

But aHhon;;h Yn~ arc 110 ~~(·:<.!l'!:ll~',. ana i:a!~'eJul'e il:q). ·f.(~ 
no p_;.r~i(·illnl' C!'':'t."d or ~~y:,dl~r:) qt' f't··lL;~!-,~:. v:~:, dt'n~alH.l of ~",'­
f'~'y man ;~.~~~, C0nll:'(:~~ hjl:l"~'lr"lith l!~., to y).~ i'ilUy per~u~ll:­
,'(1 in IllS OWll mind of the cxj~tclJcc of n. sup\'cil1e Jkir';, 
unlo whom 'Ye arc n,'(,Jlmlahle for mLI' conduct, and 'rho 
will reward 01' punish us Ilccodin::;ly. 'Tis, on this princi­
pIc ,re ~~l'an all onr ties of fl'lClld ihip, all our l~lOral Pl'C­
I'epts ; anti fnlm this Rl'i~es (,d'l',J' lllclin' to yil'h1 ", [,ud 01'­
I'l'~- ('heck to "ire It j., this principlc tll:lt (O;1',:itule, the 
"rou~h AshIer" of tlt:· llI~n. ',rhich l,)- OUl' ten):, we sqt:':l'c, 
and 'ihape, and make l'(~:\dy 1'0[, the \li1,~kl"s l1cf'. 

It is thiR principle ,'hich prompts us to hold forth this 
hlessed Book (the Rihk) n~ the l'f\\e of om faith :1IId jll',lC­

tice. And j[ is thi~ principle which justifies liS in "aj'in~; 
the best christian is the best 1;;(/5011. And holl} [,'i (]W ::';­

'rl'tioll m~y ~erm. J lIesitajl) Hot jo 1;,· 1)J" :Flll~!H' :mll all-
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ducer of it, that a GOOD MASOX is not far ;rul:l the kingdom 
of Go!!, ' 

~\ ow as I am a decided cll:mlder, and : :'i! 1cd in my 
sentiments, and am, from a nll'il" Y ofpcculiar CiI'C?Dlstan­
ces, dl':t"'''ed froDl my natil"e and heloH,a cll"CUl'lty, and 
hecome ~bpubli<; defender of C hl'i~ti,J nii .", I never illtcll(l to 
let an opportunity of (·,hibiting its L\!yl!('W'l'. u,nfol,rl­
inr; its doctt'illes, estahli,<;hing its truth, and e!!fol'cm;; Its 
mandates pass llnimprol"ed, 

My hC:lrt glows with gratitude ,r),ilc I contemplate it, 
a~ a systl'm didne in it~ urigin, rationaiin its naturc, con­
ciliating in its influence, superlatively suhlime in its dic­
tion, amitl'au('endently glorious in its !hlllls. It is an im­
}Jcriclls dllty that devolres IIpon OH',' on the present occa­
sion, to ex p h~n, illustrate, and ~'il;l)l'Ce a certain part of 
tltis ;!o: ;;:l:~ s~·"tem, as I am fully assured the more this 
is dOIlC, aull it, intercsts advanced, :md its spirit imbibed 
by th!' members of the united Lodgcs, the more wiII the de­
sign of this institution be :lIl~wered: for Its ostensible pur­
posc is the I'll ilYlT~i(ln of Vice, the promotion of virtue, and 
the cnllivation of e,'cry christian ,':;!':'C:'. "Within thesc 
walls (impenious to the nilgar ej-e) (be mInd is nurtured 
~n all the soundlless of intPllect, that discrect and en;ag­
m~' deportm!'nt. that hencvolellf:e :1n!I c1!al'ity of disposition, 
~md all those blandisl1l11cl!ls of manners which cOlls~it1itc 
tl:P most nohle apprn(l:1ges of the human character." I 
11',.l !'pe;lk from prl'sonui krllJ\\ ]."tl";". and not from merc 
",-,p;>rL If I was inclined IIH'l;l;.g;zp I might yer~' con sci­
(,lltlously say nuch more, which, thou~h it mi~ht he corr­
f,i!l('red usrful, i'i atpr('scnt llJl~":l';:)Jj:I~)L·. as I must hasten 
w the more essential sen'ices of this da~-,-

That portion of revcaled !mth wl1:C]; J hayc "elected f01 

my Th~~is ,on this occasion, is of no I:ri\·:;te interpretation, 
,ts nppllcatlOll is univ('r,?.}. wbether ,,",' Ii" men, 01' m:l~pn~, 
,ol'fhrist!Rm, It contains in itself a 1JI'!1v of ilidnilltv': 
~L j~ the eS~l'J!r'e of dlristianit:v and Ii!" ('n~centration of~ll 

r!i."~il}t1. ,Thrs~ ~yords are ~':\'11 "('Feated but /(:0 seldom 
"~mr1,.I"··;. ]H)l' 'YIB thr~' PH'I" he f111h- f?Jliomcd until tllt' 
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disel11bmlicll spirit enters into the full fruition of its heav­
enly inheritance. 

They stand recorded in thc first Epistle of Panl to the 
Corinthians, Chapter xiii. verse 13 . 

.,Vow abl'dellt Faith, Hope, Charity, thesc thrcc, but the 
g1'eatest o/these ill charity. 

"Thilc I am readinj!j onl' these "onh, therc appears 
rays of Ct'lcstial light ilivcrging from them, 011 every word 
there seems to 11Il.1I5 clusters of truths divine-I seem sur­
rouudell by a profusion of delicacies; I feel to hesitate and 
make a pause-where shall I fil'st begin? however I must 
proceed. _-\.11(\ as a traveller in a rapid car, sees beauteous 
prospects presenting themsehes in (Juick succession, on 
which he cannot d,':::-ll, hut takes a hasty g1.mce an!lleaYes 
them with regret; su I must pass almost unnoticed, many 
of those delightful amI ratioml beauties that are closely 
associated with this subject and this service. 

YOUI' attention I need lIOt solicit, it is already granted; 
of the exerrise of your cancIour I have no reason to doubt; 
but that which most nearly concerns yourselves in this .. 
and every other public religious service, is the mixing of 
taith with what you hear ~bat it may profit you. 

I propose ill the following discOl,rse, 
T To glance at the manifest design of the Apostle, by 

shewing the beal'ing of these wOl·ds upon the christian 
scheme. 

II. To explain the import of the several virtues or gra 
ces mentio;.ed in the text, viz. Faith, Hope, Charity. 

HI. To support the doctrine of thc apostle, that Chari 
ty is more e'ieellen i than Faith or Hope. 

IV. And hstly. apply the suhject to the two distinct 
rIa, . .; of~ocil)tv herc assembled. 

I. I am lil'~t to ~lanee at the manifest r\esi;;n of the A­
pos.tle.' by shewing the bell ring of these words upon the 
c,ill'lshan >;chcme. ~t. Panl wa~ by l,irt!i a Roman, by 
llU(,'l~<', :t T ew, hy circumst.~ nee a scholar; he nndcrstoo(l 
CV:','Y l'l;,,·;ti,! of the Jewish system. amI was madly zeal-
01.1-< !~!!' ';j,' "01'~'o" "f l,i~ I'atl';r.: hut i~, is certain':~t that 
[i~n", h~ nmlel'scoOllnot that it hadreceive{l its C;}U'ium'll'l-
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tion in Jesus Cillist; and that be Wf.S become the eno. of 
law to everyone that believed. 

He must also have had a \'ery e:dea.,ive knowled;;e of 
the relia>ion of the sllrrol1l1(lin~ heathens. He, ";l~ 110rn at 
Tarsus~ the metropolis of Cnida, a city equ:tl to Home ill 
its privileges, and after it had pleased G?(l to l'eyerrl his.Son 
in him, he travl~lled milch among the ulo1atrotls nailons, 
live(l two years at Corinth, where lewdness was a provo 
erh, and where idolatry was the established religion. He 
had been instrumental in planting a Christian church there, 
and unto them had been imparted those extraordinary giftsi 
they had abused, and in this Epistle and in this chaptl'l', 
his intention seems to he the correction of those almses;)y 
shewing the true nature and proper use of those gifts.­
that the religion he had taught among them, and which 
they had espoused, might be fixed 011 a il.l'm basis: The 
grand palladium of which, he holds forth in the words of 
the text. And this is not like the palla(lillm of Troy, ot 
Rome, or Athens, a wooden statue, but the principal and 
most essential part of christianity, Charity! 

The apostle saith now abideth Faith, Hope, Charity.­
The Jewish economy,thollgh of divine origin,was but tem­
porary, "the sbadow of good things to come." (Heb, x. 1.) 
Now shall these bnrtllensome rites, oblique illusions, types, 
shadows, ceremonies, and formalities, he removed. As 
it is !"ai(l "from tbe days of John tlle13aptist even until now 
the kingdom of heaven snffereth violence, and the violent 
fake H by force," but now shall the true worship of the 
true God be estahlished, and they who worship him shall 
(10 it in spirit and in truth, unto us is the last and most per· 
fect dispensation revealed. " Upon us the ends of the 
world are come," (C 01'. X, it.) And this dispensation 
h~th in it three things, ,iz faith, hope and charity. ,Ve 
WIll thl'n proceed to explain, 

II. The import of these several virtues, or graces, which 
have amongst us, very significantly been compared, "to 
the th~ee principal rounds in Jacob's ladder, hy the help 
of ~YhICh, we hope to arrive at the celestial 10l1ge above, 
F mth fixes the foot, Hope lifts her eyes and views the 
(li~erent gradations _ ltl)<l ~agel'ly aspires, amI Charity sup· 

-#- ;.,~( I. CL·l. 10 C /L l< J J, .,.~ ... ,/.- f.... fA 1>-1.<> £1706 
t-r/"L j, ,I /.- I)' I / I ;: j/U 2-t, £r,{ /LU L£'-,L.,:.'~ l 
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ports her on bel' way. Faith-this is the peile!~tal. What 
then is Faith? not what is my faith but the faith meant 
by the apostle. Volumes ha·ve been written on this suh. 
ject, and many have been so tenaciolls of their senti~ents 
as to give full proof they had not that Faith which pmi. 
ties the heart~ and works by love. 

Faith seems to be used h, so general a sense, as eyen to 
include hope itself, sec (Heb. xi. i.) when it is called ,; the 
substance of things hoped for, amI the evidence of things 
not seen." But in a more sh'ict :turl proper sense, it signi­
fies assent UP()U testimony, in cases where that testimony 
(leserves it. 

:Faith relates either to persons or to things, to the one 
as the ground of men's assent. to the other as the sn~jecf; 
matter of theil' belief There is still another notion of]<'aith 
observable in the New l'estament, aud to which the text 
seems to refer. I mean snch a.strong persuasion of divine 
concurrence a~ prompted the apostles ItUU other early chri.o;­
tians to exert themselves in the operation of miracles.­
This was very necessary in those days, for the confirma­
tion of that religiou which was to superceele all others, amI 
spread through all the wOl·Ill. But we have no neeel ill 
our times for such evidence. The ordinary influence of the 
Holy Ghost, the immutable, self evident truth of God~s 
word, his visible church, and extraordinary interferences 
in the course of his all-wise Providence for its presery:!-

. tion and prosperity, answer the same end; we liye under 
the best dispensation" upon us the ends of the '!Corld are 
come," (ht Cor_ x. i L) Perhaps the most interest.ing def­
inition of Faith, as it regards us individually, is that which 
describes it ar.! a " saving gl'ace wrought in the soul by the 
spirit of God." "This is the Faith whereby \ve receive 

. Jesus Christ as offered to us in the Go~pel. not only as the 
saviour of the worlrl, but as our (personal) mediator aUf I 
saviour." This (lefillition is supported by these and othel' 
such passages of scripture. "By grace are ye sand, 
through faith." (Eph. ii. 8.) Therefore being justified by 
faith we have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, hy whom we haye aCcess into this grace, wherein 

B ~ 
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we stand and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. . It is 
said to .; "ork by loye" (Gal.v. 6.) and to" p~rlfy. t~e 
Jleart," (Acts x, .. 9.) it is said be tl;~ common fal~~I? (Tit. 
i. -1.) this is an act of .the understanding, (Acts Vlll. 37.) 
Mil jt~ fruit is righteousness, Rom .. x. to. SO ,:"C see that 
'Faith is something more than a belief upon testImony, for. 
J)nu1 vouches for the faith before Aggrippa. ButAggrippa. 
declares ., be is only almost .. persuaded to he a chris· 
tiau:' (Acts xni. 27, :28.) Although I am certain this 
suuject is essential to our d~cision of Ch~racter. our peace 
of mind and eternal salvatIOn, yet the tIme. allotted me, on 
this occ~sion will not allow me to expatiate as my feelings 
prompt me. I must proceecl' to shew wbat is mcaut by 
Hope. It is, properly speaking, a desire of the mind for 
somc real, or supposed good, not yet possessed; ground­
ed on such prohable reasons, as are sufficicnt to warrant 
such desire, or expectation. This is what is meant by 
hope ill general: a religious or divine hope, must be foun­
<led on divine reasoning; which are such intimations of 
di,'ine fa.vours; as God has thought fit to grant us, amI these. 
are either express promist's, or else those rational deduc-. 
tion, drawn from the order and scheme of providence; a 
capability for which is one (listinguishing cbaracteristic of 
a rational creature. 

Hope was represeutc(l by the ancients by a beautiful 
child, arrayetl in loose flowinr; white robes, standing on 
tiptoes, holding a trefoil in its right hand and a silver an­
chor ill its left. These l\mblems I need not explain. There 
seems no passion more natural to man than hope: and 
s~lre!y none more useful. It is this which huoys np his 
sll1kmg s?ul when struggling beneath the mighty pressure 
ofclustermg woes. It is this which enables him to hear, 
"T~e oppl'essors wrong, the proud man's contumely, 
the Insolence of office, aIHI the law's (lelay" indeed it 
.; S1?rings ~ternal in the human hreast." It i,; ;redi«;a.tetl in 
SCl:lp~ure.m the most exalte(l manner as it applies to the 
~hrlshan, It is caUcll puretas it is residentin the heart that 
IS cleansed from sin. It is said to be goodt (i n distinction 
from the hope of the bypocrite) as deriving its origin from 

t 2 Thes. ii· 16. :\: 1 Pet. i 0 
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Gocl, allll centering in him. It is en Hell lively,n as it pro­
ceelts f,'om spiritual life, and renders its possessor vigorous 
and active in good works. It is comageous,' because it 
excites fortitude in all the troubles of life., alld yields sup­
port in the, hour of death. It is called sure, * its founda­
tiou is firm, and it will not disappoint us at the last. It is 
joyful,~ hecause it produces the greatest felicity in antici. 
pation of complete deliverance from all evil.~ I am sorry 
we cannot stay to pick up some of these precious gems 
and examine their beauties. HoweYer, let us not forget 
to admil'e and adore our creatOl' and saYiolll', for hllXin!!; so 
revc·aled himself to the world, as to excite in liS both faith 
and hope; by the one cnlargin!!; anll gratifying OUl' unde­
standing, antI by the othrr ,;upporting our will, and hy 
the help of hoth. carrying us on through all tlle paths of 
religion and virtne,.to the mnre perfl'ct knowledge of thosp, 
things, which we at present only beliel'e, and the consum­
mate enjoyment of that happiness for which we now hope, 

I now come to the third l'il1ue, or grace mcntionrd in 
aur Text, viz. Charity. As we hal'e often been <leIude(l 
by taking the effect for the cause, I think it proper to be a 
little particular here. Chrtrity is something more than cas­
nal, or even liberal alms-giving; this is sometimes an effect 
of, but never can be conslderr.d as true charity, for it is 
motive"li.nd intention that are (he true characteristics of vir­
tue or vice. St. Paul tells us a "man may give an his 
goods to feed the poor and his body to he hurned and yet 
have nO genuine evangelical charity." It is properly a 
habit, of disposition ofloving Gml wit.h all our heart and 
our neighbour as ourselves. "Charity" says an able and 
modern writer consists not in mere speculative ideas of 
general henevolr.nce, Hoatin:; in the head, alHlleaving the 
hell rt untouched, Ilnd cold; neithet, is it confine(l to that 
indolent gnJd nature which makes us rest satisfied with 
heing free from inveterate malice, or ill will to OUl' fellow 
<:reatm'es, without promptill~ us to be of service to any .. -
!t i~ not prorel'ly a single yirtue; hut a uispositi~n resld­
mg III the he;:.rt as a fonntain; whence all the I'Jrtue~ of 
h"I1:2;llit}-. randolll', for:,earancr, gcne\'o~ity, compaSSIOn, 

'pi!n'TI. \;. :";, ~·r .. ·l.Yi. ,g. §Rom.\,.". 
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Ilnd liberality flow, as ~o many n~tive. streams. :From 
general good will to all, It extends ~t8 mfluence, part~cu­
lady to those with whom we stand,m nearest connectIOn, 
and who are dimct within the sphere of our goO(} offices . 
. From the country or community to which we belong, it 
descends to the smaller associates of neighbourhood, rela­
tives and fl'iemls; and spreads itself over the whole circle 
of social aUlI domestic life. I mean not that it imports a 
promiscuous undistinguishing affection which gives every 
man an equal title to our love. Were we to carry it so 
far, Charity would be an impracticable virtne, and would 
resolveitselt' into mere words. True charity attempts Dot 
to shut our eyes to the distinction between good and bad 
men; nor to warnI our hearts equally to those who befriend 
ADd those who injure us. It reserves our esteem for our 
friends and our complacency for good men. It inspires to~ 
wards our enemies forgiveness and humanity. It breathes 
universal candour and liberality of sentiment; it forms 
gentleness of temper and dictates affability of manners.-
It prompts corresponding sympathies with them who re­
joice and with them who weep. It teaches us to slight 
and despise no man. Charity is the comforter of the af­
flicted, the protector of the oppressed, the l'cconciler of dif­
ferences, t.he intercessor for offendel's. It is not like a 
meteor that occasionally glares, but a luminary that is reg­
ular in its course, perpetually dispensing its benignant in­
fluence. It ~ssullles every shape in which it is possible to 
be?~fi~ mankmd. It is faithfulness in the :Friend, public 
spmt III ,the .Magis!rate, equity and patie~ce in the judge, 
moderatIon, l/~ the SoYereign, and loyalty in the subject,-
In parents It IS attention and solicitude; ill children it is ' 
}'everence and submission, In a word it is the soul of 
social life ; it is the sun that enlivens ami cheers thelJ9(1ie8~ 
of men." 'V ere I to attempt to personify charity, I would 
say she has ?- beart to feel for, and pity misfortune; she 
has eyes wbtl! dart round the world in quest of wretch­
edness: w,h~se keen ~elestial gaze inspires delight; she 
has fect "hlclll'UIl \\ Ith eaO'erness to bear the needed alms 
:tll(~ she bas a bnd that li~erany lwstows; sbe has inge~ 
nmty and prtllklJce thnt m!,' t'x P 1'tt'fl tf) ~'('srnc ~T!c1 to !,~y~, 
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But alas! how poor i~ language anu how faillt the ~m­
press we receive from words descrilJing heavenly objects. 
T~Il~ delight I feel while speaking on this subject impels 
me to enter on the third part or my (liscourse, which is III, 
to support the doctrine of the apostle, that charity is 
more excellent than faith or hope, 'l'his will appear 
by considering the. following particulars 1. That chal·i. 
ty is the end or faith and hope. :2- That it is absolutely 
essential to salyation. 3- That it will constitute onr enjoy­
ment in heaven. And lastly that it hath a place among 
the divine perfections. 1~t, Charity is the end of faith 
amI hope, it is said" the end of the commamIment is char­
ity,'~ and faith and bope are only means by which this en d 
may he attained. Faith in all its opel'ation" converges 
to this point; hope hath the same tendency, the very con­
dition of hope is chal'ity, for the thing hoped for is arc­
w:u'd, and thi;; reward is promised for. and suspended on 
the performance of some dilly. And what is that duty bll t 
a concurrence with the divine neaslIres in cal'l'ying on the 
genel'al goml of mankind; so we see the recipl'ocal influ. 
ence of faith and hope, their uniform tendency and ulti· 
matum, is charity. 

:2. Charity is ~bsolutely essential to salvation. Here I 
could wish to he understood with favour and not as inti· 
mating that faith or hope may be dispensed with. But in· _ 
fl.uenced by that charity of which I am speaking, I would 
not exclude from heaven all who have not the Gospel, and 
have not therefore the proper reasons for, and ohjects of, 
faith and hope, at the same time, I am fully convinced that 
all who live under the Gospel shall be judged by the Gos· 
pel. But, 3dly Charity will constih.te our enjoyment in 
heaven; "prophesies shall fail, tongues shall cease, know· 
'ledge-sJlall vanish away, but charit y never faileth." l~eOl·. 
'fa,8. Hope shall cease when enjoyment hegins. Faith 
shall be lost in sight, hut charity (01' love) shall accompa· 
I~y us through the infinite variety of enjoyments in endl~s" 
hfe. When we " are clothed upon with our house whIch 
is from heaven;" and have entl'red on It state unchan~l~­
able; and are put in !'O~-",;si\lll .J that inlwribtnce wlJich 
is incorrupUlble, undefiled .. tlIld th!tt farldh not !I,a:'; 



wbere 'we shaH !Jepermilted to drink the living streams of 
"b~ close to the fuuntain head; and al'e privileged to 
gaze Oil the full blaze of peity, and are changed frem 
glory into !glory hy the spmt of Ihl' Lord; .then shall ollr 
1l11'ectiGlls in filII tide like rivrrs trnd to n.l'ir sOtircl', ;.nd 
loy I' shall constitute OU1' everlasting heaHn. 4thly And 
lastly, Charity has a place amon~ the divine pet-fections. 
This cannot be said of either faith or hopI', for as God 
Imows aU things he has nothing to belil've; and as he 
pO!isl'",'e~ all things he cannot he said to hope for any 
thing. Hut all things rise in proof of this grand tmtb, 
tlHlt G(J(lis Love. The whole i'cheme of human redemp­
tion" the complete economy of natnre, thl' uniform direc­
tion and jlr'r;ldud ~n\('rnment of Providence, elicit the 
cl('ar('s~ d.·t:lOD<,ll';ui()ll. And so complete and absolute is 
thi~ di rine fI tttihute that wben it {uumj not an object 
whereon to display itself it m:ule one; at'once manifesting, 
an infinitude of powel'nnd aninfinituile of goodness. And:. 
now lIe hath crrated n~, hath he left U9'to ourselves; with- , 
out any fl'icndly power t" support and guard us? Hath, 
1:(' not furnished t\je ,,"orId ill which he has placed tlS with 
{we!':y thing needful either [01' OUl" snhsistallce or delight? 
And 'do not the (:1 cl!lll<i:lIlces in which we are placed, and 
the accidents to which we are exposed, prove to us that 
charity is the nobleRt feeling of our nature. 'Vere this, 
dispositiou uni\'ersally diffused and uniform in its opera­
tion we should have heaven in the way to heaven, andthis' 
will actnally be the case whell tht' f,;ost)elo[ our God find 
o[ his Christ hath accomplished that which it is intended: 
to accomplislq when "righteonsnes;; shall cover the 
earth as the waters· cover the, face of the ~reat deep.:'­
Then shall the full meaning of those words be nntlerstood" 
"He that dwelletb in love dwellefh in God antI God in 
him, for Gud is loye." And the more m~ drink iut!! the 
spirit of the gospel, the more W~ pal,ticipate of the divine;' 
natl11"e ; and the more we are conforme(1 to the image of 
O?(l, the more happy we are. I feel i4 rlifficult to tear my 
1~lllrl away fl'om contemplations so glorious and enraptU. 
l'IlI!; as the poet says; 

" Sneil clJltemplatinns mount llS, and sh()u~d' T;onnt 
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'I'he soul still higher 'and never glance on man, 
Unraptmed unilltlamed," NIGHT THOUGHTS 

As there :11'e two distinot classes of persons befol'e me 
viz, those who are, and those who are not Masons, my 
application must he both general, and PIII'liclll1'f, 

I ba.ve uut little douut of y01l1' being convinced of the 
truth of the text, that the last and most perfect dispen. 
sation i~ established, alld now abide.th faith,l,ope, ami 
charity, these three, :llld that the greatest of the,se is cha­
rity. But permit me to enquire as one that caroth fUl' yom' 
souls, haye we all tbat faith wbich is essential to salva: 
tion? We may believe the word of God, as being of 
(livine origin, and as the •• rule of our faith antI practice," 
and yet it may have 110 more influence on the heart al1(l 
life, than believing that tbel'e was once such a person as 
Alexandt'r the Great or J ulills Cresar. "r e may under­
stand religion as a science and be what is called or­
thodox in our heads, and yet our knowledge and OHI' fait.h 
be as unavailing as that mentiond by SL James, ii, f 9. 
Tl'ue faith always produces the fruits of righteon~nes!j,aml 
is said to be a living principle, John vii, 3H, and to shew 
itself by emanations of gOOlllless and without these it is 
dead and useless, James ii. :20,26. 

We may have hope, hut it may be a hope that will pe­
rish, lob viii, 13, H. 'Ve may bave huilt on the sand of 
of our good works, and intentions, and a pl't'snIDj}tioll thrut 
God is infinite in mercy forgcting that" aU()(l all mercy 
is a God unjusU' 

It :behoves us to enquirc whether we have divinc rea­
sons furoUl' hope, and what is its foundation and cunfirma- ~ 
Mon.? If our nope is in the LOl'd do we koow any thing 
oftlte hlesS(lrIness of the man whose hope the Lord is ?­
Jel'. xvii, 7, 8. Did our expcrience 8ver accord with 
what St. Paul say to the Halatians, 'v, 5. "For we Ul\'Ollgh 
the spirit wait fOl' the hope of righteousness by faith!' AmI 
to the Uomans v, from the 1. to the 6, "Being justified by 
faith, wc bave peace with God through 0111' Lord Jesus 
CllI'ist ; by whom we lla"e access hy faith unto his gl'ac~ 
wiwl' ,in we stand and reign in hope of the glory of God. 
And not only so, but we glory in tr~bulations also; know-
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.ing that tribulation worketh patience; and patience expe­
rience ami experience hope; and hope maketh not 8.­

sham:d • because the love of God is shed ahroad in out" 
hearts b; the Holy Ghost which is given unto us." I~ 
our hope assumed, or is it giv~n unto us of God? .. May I 
address you in the words of 8t. Paul, ~ The". II, 16.­
" Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, eVlm our 
Father, who hath loved us, amI hath given us everlasting 
consolation amI good hope through gl'ace, comfort youI' 
hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work.'" 
If our hope be of this nature it is ' our anchor to the soul,' 
( and is ) , both sure and steadfast,' and this alone is the' 
hope that will bear the test. We may make an error in. 
mathematical calculations, or we may err in science, and 
those things on which om' honor, intere:;t, amI pleasure 

, are suspended, yet the loss sustained thereby may he re­
f'Llt ",{fjiit and not prove ruinous, but an el'ror in religion may 

be fatal to our peace amI everlasting interest. 0 let us 
take the advice of 8t. Paul, " he not deceive(I," Paul vi, 7. 

I feel it my duty, by way of applying this subject more 
closely, to enquire have we Charity, that divine principle, 
which has for its object God, his cause, his people, amI the 
perishing souls of men? Oan we say" we know that we 
bavepassed from death unto life because we love the bre­
thren." Our knowledge will avail us little, amI every 
other grace and fancied excellence will amount to nothing 
without this; even our faith, and our hope, are but sha­
dows or creations of our im:tginations without this, as their 
centre, and their end. This is the enll of the command­
ment. This is the fulfilling of the law. 

I would now addres>l myself particularly to those who 
have undertaken to reduce morality to a system and make 
the arts and sciences to bearupon this noble purpose. To 
those who are distinguished from the rest of the world by 
mutual pledges of the most tender f~W~~~' I would 
6bserve to you, that those pledge'! and dlstmcilons founded 
~n them, lay on each of you a great Jrie;ht of responsibi­
lIty ; how you support that re'1pon~ibility is brst known to 
yourselves. But you know ihp honor of this ins1itution i~ 
suspended on you individuallv,am\ unless its excellence . .. ... . 

/Ja:~ 
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tlan he reacl by the world in your exterior, all arguments 
in its fayol' are vain. U nle,s the conllnct of the memi.el'S 
is StIch as til pI'(Wellt or wipe oft· reproach from the in~titll­
tiUII, 'lis useless to talk of lhe correspondencl' of Maso­
nic princiJlles with divine revelation, neither can it answer 
any bettel'purpose to speak of its institution and its cha­
I'Hies, nOr can the oft repeatecl and fondly cunsidered (\)1-

lossal argument~ of antiquity, number anll popularity. 
erase fl'oni the public mimI the prejllllicial opinions il~lhib­
ed by ubserving the il"l"egulal'ities andilllllloralities too fre­
quent amongst us. 
- If you wish to increase in number and maintain thl:' res­

pectability ofthe-institution,the cause of which ~'Oll I;;:w ('s­
poused, something more com-incing must be exhibited to the 
public than such specious decorlltions. I know it is yOUl" 
wish that men of sound judgment, deep thought. and close 
reilection, should attach themselves to your order. ~uch 
men will pause, pomler, sift and examine for themsehes. 
Letus see how much these arguments :lmount to in our 
favor, I mean the arguments of antiquity, number. and pu­
pularity- It is said, our order is of long standing. and 
hasiherefore a claim on reverence, esteem, and union; 
but may not the Pagan, the Jew, the Chinese, and the 
Mahomedan say the same. This argument :lpplied to 
visible,social, or religious estahlishments, concludes equal­
ly for error as for truth, for the rites of the Mosaic, the 
intir\elity of the Mahomedan, and thr Idolatries of the 
Pagan sy"tem. On this principle the .Jew can dl'ID{)nstrate 
the l'easonal>1eness of hi~ c£luduct in adhering to Mosaic 
ritual: the Mahomedan, for his submission to the ahsnr­
ditil's of the Kman ; and the Pagan, the obligations hI' is 
under to tread in the steps of his forefathers, in wOl',.hi[;jng 
the ~un, Moon, and Stars. This is one argllIDent totally 
,insufficient in itself for the furnishing of any CI'}'tain cr~te­
ron, either of purity of doctrines PI' rectitude of pl'~cllce. 
On this princirle -the Chmch of Rome 1'1lI1eaVOlll'S to 
mak" good her rlaim, to supremacy. Hut it i~ no! it rery 
CO!lViW':'l~ m ·t1r of argulIlI'nlatinn to sa;\" "we ar(·"he. only 
true ehUl'ch and have our credentials to show and e,-ery 

C -
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{,ln~ !lint js nol cDufQl'J-ped tu QUI' I¥ode.s .of lYo~'shifl' and 
f;li: ii, j'i:l l'('ri('c~,\do au,d a sehisID1Liic." This SaYOlll'S more 
Ill' bj,;c.tI'Y :llld' a p(,l'~e('uljn~ spirit th~n.gonrl s('~se. a~1l1 
ch:JJii,r, Tl~l' cdu~id.eration of nlll}lber IS t~e $ame 10 It~ 
tn','re.rlIlIdu(\:u!!; equally f.or el'l'Or as fDr truth· .It exlH­
ili" "'ystems lobl:y oppo!Oeil to ,-,ach .other as hanng be~ 
relltl,'I'!'!l sUL'ces~l'lJll.y diYin,e interpositiun. It rcpI.l'!'cnts 
God as now l'og:lgrd ful' nne and then for another; In (jill' 
I]ual't;~r .of the world establishing Heathenism, in an.oth~r 
J tHlai~i1n, lIllI\ Christianity in another. If w I' admIt tln~ 
1'("1 s.millg tu be COIlc1usiH'. and apply it t.o th.e ~t;l.eral ~e .. 
ligj',n,; ,;ysll'ms ill ILe "olld eyen at present, It WIll d€C'!de 
againt christianity itself awl !.lind us .over t.o the pl'ofessiGn 
uf pagani",lll. 

The pup»iation of tbe wur1ll has l1J,tely b~eJl stated ~ 
he eight Imudrelll)lilliuns, ranged under tiJ!l$e, foul' denq~ 
mill!)ti{)lls. 1. Pagans, which c.omprebeml all tppse whQ 
haye nU,t the kn(lwlt'll~e of the true 6()d, but worship 
either no God 01' MoIs. 2. Jews, eomprebeJld~ng al, 
tho'if> who reject Jesus Clll'ishs the Messin~ but expe~ 
Olll,' /.) com..e. 3, MehOlDedans, including all those whg 
beli:'ve j\hhQ~et tu haye been a prGphet sent of GQ(). 4, 
C,llll'j~tjan~, llpder which we das!' aU thosJl who believe 
that the promised ,Messiah is alrJlady cume, that Jesus 
Christ is that \It'ssiah aurl the Haviolll' Gfthe WPl'ld. The 
respective U1~ll1bers of the~e general Qenomil}atioDS hay~ 
lleeu stated Wi fj)~ows: Mall.omel\!i~S~ .one hqn!lr~ ant( 
fprty millilln!i!; Ohrhitians, Qne hundred /fllld seyellt~· fi.~ 
milliuns; .Jews twu milIians five humlred thuusand : Pa~ 
gan~ fuur Inl.udll'ed and eighty twq miliions. S.o that ~ 
see that tlw Pagan" ris~ in 1lI~lllber !lUPl!ri0ll to Chl'itltjapitf 
nearly in the pr"PQrtion of t~ree to GilI'. A,f~ we t J1erefoJ/' 
tu conclude that tht'.y are the o.nly f:wupred oftJIe Lurd he­
cause of theirltull\Ofr? I mfel' YPUf alln~fJ' flloPl. 4 hel~ 
of YGLJr guod ~ell!>e. 

Puplliaritr. an~ we~s no he~er pnrpo<;;e than antiquity lind 
numhel', 118 only like an l~nlls fatuR r.alculated t.o mis­
lead. Tis an ar);Ullll'ni which ma~' liP made to ~pn·e .l~ 
most any l\~rpo.~,b~ it ever SG ex{l'~vagll:nt and base, 
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BuL admitting this ~u[lerior [Iopubrity as attac1ling to 
~cientiii.c ~ySll'lll' or religious est,llJlishlllents, dues it esta-, 
blish the mct, that the doch'ines taught amon;st thl'm should 
be rece1,'e'd ItS axiom~, and not be inve~tigate(l? Are 
we to s,,'allow theil' tenets by 'wholesale, amI satisfy uur 
conscience by sa~'illg it is enoll;;h rot, me to believe as the 
muftitnde beli~n~'? \Ve had better follow the advice of 
the town clerk of Bphesu'l ;, amI do nothing rashly," Acts 
xix, 36, ai"il the example of the lIulJle Dereans, ;, ex­
amine amI search for ourselves and nut fl'oln appearances 
receive with all readiriess of mind, and neglect to satisfy 
our own reason and j ltd~ment. Acts xvii, U. 

,Ve cannot so fa I' impose on our own reason and jIHh,­
ment, a, to admit this ar;;ument to decide,; fOl' I\'e are :1'i"~lr­
eel the re\'el'se hal!! often lJeen the case, and pllblic defa­
m\!i!ifl. illste,ulof pllulic esteem~ has uften heen l!1l' ?,ll'­
ti(;u of those who have had truth, reason, and revelation 
ell their side. 

I shall n:lt lead you hack to till' opinion f"rll11'd by 
Fteafhens concerninl; the .Je,\Y." the anl.ient chtlrch HfJ~l,o­
vah : but I ,,"oilltl dil'ed your mind, to the ~',adN:r. T~le 
titmnst purity of moti,,!', the m<J~t pl'llfouo{l WiSc\(JUl iu 
feaciJing, and the most 1II1b'JUIl{l·~d 11"[("\',.1.'11<'''' of jl(·tlrt! 
were no snfficient securities tn him 'l;'.,lins~ the 'OI"J!'"'llit of 
prejudice and the shafts of mtllwohl','e, FM (1)11,'';(1 at 
~tie time we see by the sl)\eodtltlr or' hi~ mir;1d','~, a:J!l the 
'PIHver of hi .. teachin; the ti(l: "f p~)[lUlar :lPP\'l\J-;P turned 
strongly in his favonr, anll "'<' heal' the, mul,jl'lIjp, \"Itll 
rapture crying" i-lo.,annah to the son ot' D<l\j,l. lJlc"~f'fl is 
he that cometh in the name of the Lod:" Yet SO'll} the 
tide is turned and they clamonr f"r his hlood. AmI ·.'n~ it 
not so in the days orthe A,po,t1es? 1'!!2,Y wrre i'e"l'eS~'llt­
ed as being impious and profane, as Jl"a{'~iL'iJl~ iii :,:."il' ~'e­
}igious meetings gluttony, drunkenlli'ss, a~1!ih("'J aatl !':.­
cest. with worshiping the head of tl!l'\i'" ,1 i\'l_ on HlP a'~, 
mission of a membet, into the Dl'j\:\i":;;~'· n:' :'\\,;" co';'\',nm­
ty with murdering a chilcl and (h'i'I::;Il,~ it:.; ),l,},,:l as :1, 

Jll(~(12;e of their mutual an;! j:l\'i .. L')L ~l'n~cy. TIu: cm:­
in); tlOWll to the Refo1'lnaJioli. a ;:.imi1:.:' scellc !~r"'':l!(,~ It· 

-+> 117' H •• -t:/ 
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iiCli', und the S'lPW. M.spicable conduct is pursued. No, 
Si ,q,,' [Ld a "'\, :,Iift'r, :1 J ~rome, a H usse, and a Luther, 
st :1'(\ j',,1'- .. a~ cpposer~ of papal impo<o;ition and absmdity, 
th,lH ':f',\" were l'xiJihited to the world :t~ apostates, per­
Yel','!" If t.he truth. and caUrd hv th('.ir bitter Chl'itltian 
(,JlI''1'''S ,. !hr spawn of the botto~lless piL" 

ij;j", :loh it not lIeen the sftme with science? has not er-
1'0,' ,r'l'll 1I"rll p ,pulaI' anel truth scout.ed as preposterous 
an:~:t!I'lli',j? That ('1'1'01' has often been popular I need 
011 h' l'cf:'r ~'on the p~ri;)atetic philosophy which wa!'! once 
l'l'Ci'j,' .. d and hugh! ill all the popular schools, but is 1I0W 

laid ".irk T.ll' opinions of Plato and the Copernican 
!iysteni of Rstl'onomy are all superceded by modern dis­
cm'erics. 

On the other side we see tl'llth : as been in obscurity 
hlooming like a Howel' in the wilderness, wasting its bal­
my fragl'ellce. Witness the fate of ~ocrates. I could 
swdl this discourse beyond its proper limits, by adducing 
ins\rmces on both sides, but enough has been said to prove 
that popularity is no certain criterion hy which we are to 
jlHI~e of the truth anci excellence of sentiments and sys­
tem~. N ow as none of t.hese al"!;uments serre our pur­
POSt' Wi' In flll':l!ly turn OUl' attention to anolhel' sort of 

Ilrn:of. i,l fayom of/hi; v~ne~able, t.his. ancient, this excc~­
',',I' hut murh abused IIlstItlltlOn, T,JlS proof must he ~h­

('1 ",,1 II\, tb o ,lC::ll':1l1011r of its member>!. To those in au­
lh,,:i[\: I wuuld alldl'e-s myself. (Here all the officers 
"'('Btl up,) 

T,> ~'nll J \\'(l!!].l ;)l), .... n~ Dlat yoUI' responsihility i, 
gl"'l,f, It hehiJ\"l~'l the m~n at the helm to be soher, amI 
(~J.' :n,'dl in co rom Ulrl to he cautious, cOUl'ageous, aOlI per­
~~p'-{'nll.'.!;. 

11. " rOill,1,1'" h ~("~l'dl into the reconls of thi~ inditn· 
th'l ~ ~;d '.r'l:l~ ycn .1<1 this ll't your emulation be excited. 
Y::1 '11 I fl, 'i',ll' Bf":;i~tprs mer; in the mUl't exalte(l sta­
Ii· -:' :I,d lilP;1 of [11;' :!::"lh,~t talents nml inHuence. l{inoos •. 
I, 1" - ,.,. 

(,,-"11',;, n'!!!'1 :fl'·."'I··:. :1111 men of science in eyprv r.i,·il-
1. ,.; n:-l':~ ii:. tnt if h'~ yl'l~i~ h~·~!l'.l~t :~!l1hi;l~Hl ~n ·i!ll~tlte 
n::_':I" Yi~·LtH·.S. ~'~.~ ~"~I_~i· h'l'.;;iil::-~)~ L'l (:\·l~·(\l·C~ the. laV\'s or 



this institution. Then let every member see in your con­
dnct the IMtll he ought to tr('cul. Ii is observed of Julius 
Cetl~,II' that he never said to his soldiers •• Ite ite" but 
"venite." That i~ he nevel' said .. go on." but come on, or 
" follow IDe." Y OUl' life should be a comment on those 
excellent laws it has become your duty to illustrate and 
entilrce. 

Now unto you who are to be governed I would say, 
(here all the membl'rs rise,) let it be more your elllleavor 
to keep, than to mend our laws, " let evel'y one be in sub­
jection to t h:- powers that be." You know it is a truth 
much to be lamented, that many have violated the most 
solemn ,-mrs, sacred in.iunctioll~, and affectionate adrices, 
have shewn them~e}yes" rebels to all law both human 
and divine." amI have thereby disgl'aced this institution. 
Y uu know among the bulk of mankind there are but few 
who have the good ~ense to discriminate between the pe­
culiarities of individuals and the peculiarities of systems. 
T:l" multitude con,Iemn by wholesale, the miscomluct 
of one is attached to the whole. Then let us make an aw­
ful pause !--and interrogate ourselves thus. Shall I 
peIjllre myself? Shall I break my solemn vows and yio­
late the laws of this institution? shall I plant thorns in 
my own bosom and harrow up the feelings of my best 
fl'iettds and brethren? That we may not my deal' breth­
ren ! let liS all seek after that vigorous Faith,-that con­
firmed, glorions Hope :-and that ~lowing, celestial Char­
ity, of which we have been speaking. FOl' it is in vain to 
strive to produce an effect without a correspondent catlse. 
" Make the tree good and then the fmit will be good.'·­
We may cull the choicest sentiments from the best Ituthors~ 
we may\'esolve and re-resolve, aml still have to complain 
(' when 1 would do good evil is pl'esent with me." 

Unless WI' have the principle of Piety, we can never u­
niformly practice it. My very dear brethren, a man may 
be a good man a1ll1 not he a mason, bnt a man cannot be 
a good mason hut must he a good man. Th~s !?n kno~v 
by having become acr!nninted with the pecnllarlhes of tins 
institution. ..(\. detail of its intrinsic excellence,. and a fall 



developement of its ltlies might have a tendency to exalt 
it in the publie esteem; but Ha.w would thos~ be ~hle tu 
sbew theil' foces befbre an eniIght-ene(1 pubhc who l]avc 
basely trampled on its laws, ~poken all its in,jnnctions, de~ 
spised its fellowsbip, and wICkedly "rested themselves 
from its kind embrace, and darted beyond the stretch of 
its Cbarity ? 

These have injure(l tbe cause the~ were bound to serve, 
and have lacerated the hearts of theIr brethren; !l:fld ~tand 
anomalies in the sentimental world. As I am a ~trange'r 
amongst you I cannot think myself in danger of bein;; tax­
ed with being personal in my remarks. I declare I ant 
not but if I were let the individuals who !leseI've the Cl'l'­

sur~ fet'! all the poignancy of conviction, aud would to God 
he may be reclaimed. 

I never was more sincere or more fl'ped from an incli­
nation to he9tow unmerited com.pliment than at this time, 
when I say" I hope better things of you." The persoD­
al acquaintance I have the pleasure of enjoying with somll 
of YOll not only excites the Impe, but guarantees the belief 
fhat the purposes of this institution shan not hf' perverted 
\)1' desecrated hy you. I hope the time will never come 
when it will be considered otbel'wi~e than an honour to 
have a name amongst you. As this t'ity is the melropo-­
lis of the Province, I hope this Lorl}!;e will (listinguish it­
self by its strict adherence to its own laws which will make 
it an cltSltmple to others. 

I never feel more attached to this institution than when 
( am revolvillg in my mind the present conrlition of man. 
The'misfm-tunes to which he is exposed, and the fl'nctua­
!ions to ,vhidl he is liable, shew the necessity of combin­
mg for the In-oiding or alleviating our sorrows. ~~V("ry 
true philanthropist must appro\"!' of every association that 
luts rOfits object the protection of the stl'aU"'el' tlle comfort 
ftf the amic~ed, and the lesseninl!;of Illlrnan ~i;ery in wbaj;­
(weI' sbape It may present itself. AmI' amon~st us this is 
Dot eonfined to' nation or to colonr; ill ev('ry class of soct­
ety 'H' h~ve brt't-hre,li. No difference of opinion in tilllb­
tel'S re1e),ive to hw, polities tlr l'eli!.\!on is sul!':wed to d!s-



sol ve our hond of affection. J ,et us then approve that 
which is excellent and .. hold fa~t. that which is good," 
that after our mutual assistanccs while travelling through 
the checkerl'd maze of providence, we may have an en­
trance administct'ed unto us abundantly into the kin~om 
of everlasting repose, and on our way be this QI,l~' ~ndiv~du­
al prayer.-

Father of light and life. thou I!;(lod Supreme, 
O. teach me what is guoe! ; teach me thyself; 
Save lDt' frolll ful:v. vanity and vireo 
And every I",,, pu·rsuit. and feed my ~oul 
With kOllwledl!;e. rI.nrious pt'ace. al,d virtue. pure, 
!'lacred. <"~,-hntial. never fading bliss.-THoMsoN. 

"Now unto him thati<; ahlt~ to do exceeiling abundant­
ly~ above all that we ('lin '1~'{ or think,be all honor ~ 1!ilo­
ry, world without end, A~l£N. 

F~IS. 

BrratuM.-In the introduction, for Roblin read Rolla· 
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