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THE 

GENERAL HISTORY 
OFT H E 

LATE WAR. 
F"l«l«~*~ H E campaign of the year 1756 in A. D. 
~~~~~~ North America was eloled with as 1756• 

~~ T ~* little honour ~o thofe employed in The un-
'W! ~y 'W! • • • fortunate 
~))t~i:():)(~ ItS operations, and with lefs advan- campaign 

tage to the nation, than that of~;5~.e year. 

the year 1755, though at a greater national ex-
pence, and with much larger fupplies of men and 
officers from Old England. Which occafioned a 
ferious obferver of thofe times to remark, That 
the fituation of affairs in North {\merica grew more 
and more dangerous; and that it feemed to him, 
that the more the colonies were ftrengthened from 
,Great Britain, the more ground they loft againft 
the French, whofe number of regular troops, this 
year, were much inferior to ours a. 

Numerolls 

a All the fuccefs we can pretend to boaft of in the cOurre 

of this war"happened in the two firft yean of it, when we 
A 2 had 
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A. D. Numerous garrifons being placed in Fort Wi])iam 
175

6
. ,Henry and in Fort Edward to prevent any fur-

~i1r~ele~~wprize during. the winter, and to defend that coun
try within their protection from infults, the reft 
:of the forces were quartered in barracks 'built for 
that purppfe a,t Albany, that they might be brought 

had not a fourth part of the regular troops we now have, and 
the French had at )eaft an equal number in Canada, and at 
Louilbourg. 

Our campaign in 17'55 opened with an expedition againft 
the French encroachments in Nova SC<ltia, with about 400 
regular troops, and 2000 irregulars from Boftol1; which was 
fo $=ondutl:ed, that the French forts upon the Ifihmus foon fur
rendered; their garrifons were tranfported to Louilbourg; 
one of their forts upon the river St. John was, abandoned, and 
their fettlements about it broke up. The fame year our own 
fortifications were advanced as far as Lake Sacrament, now 
Lake George, as in the preceding year they had Iike)¥ife 
begun to be upon the river Kennebeck, towards theme~ropo
lis of Canada: and the French general, Diefkau, who came 
from France that year with about 3000 troops, and had begun 
his march to invell: Of we go, was prevented from making im 
attempt upon it, and defeated in his attack upon our camp at 
take George. And in the year 1756. a large party of French 
regulars, Canadians and Indians, which attacked, by fur
prize, a party of ourbattoe-men upon the river Onondaga, 
were entirely defeated by an inferior number of men. 

No fooner were our forces encreafed, by thore which ar
rived here from Europe with General Abercrombie, in June 
1756, but things took a very different turn. Though timely 
jnformation was given, that a large French camp was formeC! 
about 30 miles off Qfwego, with an intent fpeedily to attack 
it; yet that moll: material place was loft: General Webb not 
[etting out till two days before it was taken. 

Our next misfortune was the fate of the forts at the Great 
Carrying Place, jull: now related 011 p~ge 490. VoL 1. 

early 
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early, and with lefs expence and trouble than A, D. 
heretofon;, to the feat of aaion. 1'756, 
'A f" h' 1 dfh' h I' dr' 0 d Lord Lou-S or IS .or IP, e app Ie lerIOU y an don's con-

. diligently to provide for the fecurity of the Britilh duct. 

frontiers, in the beft manner his force and utua· 
tion would permit, to reconcile the jarring intere!ts 
of the different governments; to [upprers every 
fubjeCt of contention, and to bring them to a 
temper to unite cordially, with him, in national 
meafures, for the common intereft, and to be 
provided for an early campaign. Yet, notwith
ftanding all his care, many different parts of that 
exteliuve frontier, on the back of our colonies, 
were expofed to the ravages of the enemy; and 
the defenceIefs fe~tlers were frequently plundered, 
and moft barbarouOy murdered, without regard 
to age or fex. 

What with the terrible forebodings of thefe dif· Its effeCts 

ft d h '1 I d f upon the a ers, an w at WIt 1 t le goo management 0 colonies,. 

Lord Loudon, the feveral provinces were bn:>ught 
to a more fetded and rational difpoution, Their 
governors not only united with him in every pro-
pofal for eftablifhing a harmony throughout theif 
refpeCtive governments, and to contribute with all 
fheir ability to the fupporr of the common caufe ; 
but they extended their endeavours to gain the 
Indians to the Britilh intereft: 'and they fo far fuc
ceeded, that the Delawares, who form a line along 
the fouthern parts of Penfylvania, and had leaned 
very much to the French \ were reconciled to us, 

and 

b Their quarrel with the Englilh was begun by the follow, 
~ng mifunderftOlnding ; '. 

A 3 While 
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and concluded a peace with the governor of that 
province. The like good effeCt attended the treaty 

of 

While a party of Englilh {couters were at Shamokin, news 
was brought that a party of' French and Indians from the 
borders 'of the Ohio were alfo arrived in the neighbouring 
parts, upon which Scaronyade, an Indian chief of the Six 
Nations, advifed his friends the Englilh to return back, and 
by all means to keep on the eafiern fide of the river; in con
fequence of this advice they did indeed return back, but in
!lead of keeping on the eafi, they kept on the weft fide of the 
river, and before they had gone far they fell in with the French 
party, who killed four of them, and the reft efcaped. 

Soon after this accident, an Englilhman that went to trade 
with the Indians at Wyoming, charged them with the mur
der or' his countrymen, and told them, that upon them their 
death would be revenged; this caufed a great number of 
Indians to affemble at Wyoming, that they might.be able to 
make head againft the Englifh, if they fhould be attacked· 
This affembly of the Indians was again reported to the Eng
lilh, as the firft fiep towards commencing hoftilities againft 
them j the Englifh therefore, without enquiring farther into 
the affair, or waiting for the attack, feized as many of the 
Delawares, who lived among them, as they could lay hands 
on, to the amount of 232. One of thefe pri[oners found 
means to make his e[cape, and gave his countrymen notice of 
what had happened to the Delawares. 

Upon the receipt of this intelligence they were extremely 
alarmed, and kept fcouts abroad to fee if any of the Englilh 
were advancing in a hoftile manner. 

Such was the fituation of affairs, when four Englilh arrived, 
who had been deputed, though fomewhat too late, to examine 
into the mifunderftanding, and to compromife it: when they had 
told their meffage, the Indians were about to enter into treaty 
with them, but the prifoner. who had made his efcape, being 
prefent, cried out, " Do not believe thefe men, they defign 
only to deceive you, to make you their prifoners, or to put 
you to the fword." Upon this the Indians immediately feized 

their 
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of the governor of Virginia with the Cherokees A. D. 

fi I . 1756. and Catawbas c, two power u tribes adjoining to 
that colony, and able to bring 3000 warriors into 
the field. An alliance for which we were greatly 
obliged to the influence of the Wolf King, who T~e Wolf 

having been folicited by the partizans of France frt;;~~lip 
to break his faith with the Englifb, and informed and influ-, ' ence. 
that tWO Shawanefe and two Frenchmen, efcorted 
by a party of Cherokees, were arrived at Halba
'mer fort on the 16th of November, and that'the 
18th was fixed upon for a meeting with the Upper 
Creeks, to prefent them with a red ftick, and to 
engage them in the war againft the Englifh, com
manded all his warriors to be ready at a call, 
armed with their hatchets, and painted red, fully 
refolved, in cafe he fhould find any of the Creek 
headmen difpofed to liften to that propofal, to 
attack the Cherokees, Shawanefe and French
men, that came upon that errand; and there he 
publicly declared, " That before an Engliihman 
" fhould be hurt, he aild everyone of his war
" riors would facrifice their Ii yes to proteCt them." 
Which declaration fo effeCtually wrought upon the 
Creek head-men, that they joined with the Wolf 

their hatchets, and knocked them all on the head. Thus hof~ 
tilities were commenced and carJ'jed on by both parties with 
the utmoft malignity and violence. 

C Upon which oc:cafion the Affembly of Virginia granted 
80001. for raifing 500 men, and tranfporting them to New 
York, and to pay for fervants that .!hould inlift. And 3000 1. 
to doath and maintain 350 Cherokee and Catawba Indians in 
our fervice; and 20001. to maintain a galTifon in the Che

rokee country. 
.. A4 King 
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A. D. King in his fentiments, and. rejected and threw 
17,6. the red frick away; and put a ftop to the)ntrigues 

of our enemies amongft the Indians on the fron
tiers of the moft fouthern provinces. 

Lors of The affair at Of we go did not only difconcert 
Of we ,go our operations in America, this year, and furnifh 
how Im-
proved in the enemy with a fpecious argument amongft the· 
Europe by . I t.r. d' d . ft b . 
the French. IndIans to euen our cre It an mtere ; ut It was 

magnified in every court of Europe, and pub
li!hed in Italian, under the direB:ion of the French 
ambaffador at Naples, with fuch circumfiances, 

as to raiie an opinion of his country's fuperiority 
in arms; to imprefs a favourable idea of his ma
fier's power; to pnk the credit of the Englilli 
courage, and to deter the Prjnces and States, in 
that part of the world, from hearkening to any 
propofals by a nation, unable to defend their own 
fettlements and forts. 

Nova S~o· On the fiqe of Nova Scotia all things remain-
tia. 

The Arc
en-Ciel 
taken. 

ed quiet, this whole year, fince the defeat of 
the .enemy near Chignecro. The Litchfield 
and Norwich, 50 gun fhips, belonging to Com
modore Spry's lquadron off Louifbourg, took 
the Arc-en-Ceil, a French !hip of 50 guns, and 
laden with 5 I 8 men, and a large quantity of pro-

. vifions and ftores, for the garrifon of that for
trefs • Another French fhip, the Amitie of 300 

tons, with 70 foldiers on board, and 200 barrels 
of powder, two large brafs mortars, a number of 
carriages for 24 and 12 pounders, and other mili. 
tary ftores; and a large [chooner with provifions 
for St. John's. ifiand, were taken and carried into 

Hallifax 
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HaIlifax harbour, by the Centurion and Succefs. A. D. 

Commodore Holmes cruifing with two large fhip~ 1756. 

and a couple of floops in the fame latitude, fell in ~~~mo
with two French !hips of the line and four fri- Holmes's 

d d h · unfuccefs-
gates; but coul 0 no more t, an obhge them fulengage. 

to !heer olf, after an obftinate difpute; not being ment. 

fhong enough to take them; they being better, 
failing !hips, and had a fecure port to flee unto. 

The French account of this engagement fays, French :le

That M. Beaufier, commander of the fquadron, count. 

which failed laft April with land forces for Canada, 
in his return, with the Heros, the Illuftre, and 
the Le Corne and Syrene frigates, to LOllifbourg, 
difcovered on the 26th of July, about three 
leagues S. of that port, two Engli!h fhips and two 
frigates, who kept their wind as much as they 
could in order to come up with them. Beaufier 
taking advantage of a gale, which fprung up from 
the N. bore down upon the Engli!h, who haftily 
tacked in order to frand off. But the nature of 
his orders obliging him to land provifions at Louif.. 
bourg, and fearing that a pur[uit would carry him 
to leeward of the port, he was obliged to quit 
the chafe and to enter the harbour. He landed 
the provifions and his fick men with the utmoft 
expedition; and next morning, by five o'clock, 
he got underfail in quell of the Englifh cruifers ; 
and about noon he difcryed the two fhips, he had 
given chafe to the da'}' before, which now had 

but one frigate in company. He cr.ouded all the 
fail he could to get up with them: and they did 
the fame to g~t off. Captain Breugnon of the 

Syrenc: 
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A. D. Syrene foon came up with the Englifh frigate, and 
J756• attacked her fa brifkly, that fhe fell back under 

the cannon of the men of war, and was iheltered 
from the Syrene, which durft not follow. How
ever this attack gave Beaufier time to come up 
with the two Engliih fhips, one of 74 and the 
other of 64 guns. He immediately engaged one 
of them, expecting that the Illuftre, which was 
upon his quarter, would attack the other: but a 
calm coming on in that inftant, hindered the lat
ter from getting up: fa that Beaufier had both 
the Englifh !hips upon him, and the engagement 
continued very warm till feven o'clock at night; 
w hen, a gale of wind fpringing up, and enabled 
the llluftre to make fail, the Engliih took advan
tage'Of it to {beer off; leaving the Heros fa dif
abled in her rigging and fails, and injured in her 
hull and mafts, which had received upwards of 
200 {bot, befides thofe between wind and water, 
that fhe could not purfue them. It further fays, 
That he fpent the night in repairing his damages, 
in hopes of another brufh with the enemy. But 
next morning, the 28th, he found them at [uch 
a diftance, as .gave him no hopes of getting up 
to them, and therefore returned to Louifburg with 
the lofs of 18 men killed and 48 wounded.' 

Englilhac- Commodore Holmes on board the Grafton, off 
count. Louifburg, in a letter to the admiralty, informing 

their lordihips of this fame action, faid, That hav
ing difcovered the above {hips from the maft.head 
to the N. E. directly to windward, the Grafton, the 
Nottingham, Hornet and - Jamaica floops gave-

chafe 
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chafe and made their firft board to the S. they 
freering directly for us till within two leagues: 
that the Engliih fl1ips then tacked, [not to ftand 
off, but] in hopes to cut the Fre~ch off from their 
port; and that they hauled in for it: That his 
ihips purfued them, and brought to, about a league 
from the harbour, where they were come to an 

anchor, about half an hour paft one at noon. 
That at four o'.dock he made fai'l to the eaftward; 
and at dark difpatched the Hornet to Hallifax 
for fome of Captain Spry's ihips to come and join 
him, and then ftood on, as before, till three o'clock, 
w hen he tacked and frood' in for the land. That 
feeing four French men of war come out of the 
harbour and in chafe of his ihips, about eight in 
the morning, he frood from them to the S. E. 
about a point 'from the wind, [not to get off, but] 
to draw them from the harbour, judging from 
the' expedition with which they were returned, 
that they were full of men, and above his match. 
That when a frigate of 36 guns fired upon the 
Jamaica floop, ihe returned the fire and rowed at 

the fame time l~p to the Nottingham. That on 
the men of war firing at the frigate ihe hauled 

her wind, and the Jamaica bore away ,to the 
s. W.' That about two o'clock the Nottingham 
fired her frern chafe at the French commandant, 
which he returned with his bow, and foon after the 
Grafton fired her ftern chafe alfo. That find. 
ing the, ihot reached each other, the Grafton 

'hauled up her courfes, bunted her main-fail, and 
bore down upon the French commodore, being 

about 
1 

A. D. 
1756• 
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aDout, a quarter' oCa mile from him. That it 
feU calm at the beginning of the engagement, he 
being on the Grafton's ftar-:board fide, the ot~er 
large French !hip a-itern of him, and the Not
tingham on the Grafton's lar-board bow, the two 
frigates a mile off, and the Jamaica noop fome
what more. That the French commodore, find
ing his error in permitting his frigates to theer off 
fo far, made fignals for them to rejoin him, as 
foon as the wind fprung up~ and leaft they fhould 
not come faft enough to his affifiance, he bore 
down to them, and was followed by his partner. 
That at feven o'clock the French [quadron was all 
clofe together: and at duik the aCtion ceafed, they 
[nor the Englilh] {heering off to the fouth ward, 
and the Engli!h {quadron ftanding to the S. S. E. 
That our men lay at their quarters all night, ex
pecting to renew the aCtion in the morning, but 
were difappointed by the French {hips bearing 
away N. W. by W. diftance about five miles, by 
day light, and going away with little wind at 
E. S. E. ri~ht before it for t4e harbour of Louif
bourg. That our 111ips wore and flood to the W. 
but that theirs never offered to look at ours. That 
they failing better than our fhips, and the wind 
freihning, and the weather aifo growing hazy, 
were out of fight about noon: that their chief 
f1re was at the mafts and rigging, which they 
wounded and cut pretty much: and that the Graf. 
ton had· fix men killed and 21 wounded. 

At Hallifax meafures were taken by the gover
nor to [<xure that city and harbour from any fur

prize, 
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prize, by ere&ing three new forts with barrach; A. D. 
viz. one barrack on the citadel hill, 365 feet long 1756• 

and 35 wide, of two ftories, with a wall inclofing 
the hill and barrack, and well mounted with 
cannon, to command not -only the whole town, 
but as far as a cannon ball can penetrate into the 
woods. It is thought, that, when complet~, 
20,000 men will not be able to do it any damage, 
the hill being fa fteep, and no place for a bomb 
battery within reach of it.-Another barrack and 
fort on the Windmill hill about half a mile fOllth-
ward of the firtt, and .of fmaHer dimenfions.---
And a third on the north fide of ·the north-weft 
arm, on the place caIl~dPleafant Point. 

If we return to inquire into the flate and tranf- Affairs of 

actions of Europe, we {hall . find a horrid [-eenc Eurol'e. 

of war opening in almoft every nation. Even 
Spain, with all the profeffions of friendfhip to-
wards Great Britain, was augmenting her navy, 
from the ihattered 'ftate it was left in by the laft 
war, to 

46 ihips of the line, carrying 
22 frigates 
12 Xebecques - ---

2 Packet boats 
4 Bomb veifels 
4- Fire ihips 
5 Galleys 

95 veffels 

3142 guns 

568 

4051 guns 

Sp~nilh 
navy. 

A fea armament, that could not be prepared on And Curpi-

h h b d h cious COll-any ot er pretence, t an to e rea y, w en op- duC'c. 

, portunity 
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A. D. portunity might [erve,to join with the enemies of 
175 6• Great Britain; and not without great [u[pjcioI"\ d 

of fome immediate attempt by the united ftrength 
of France ,and Spain, by rea and land, to wreft 
from the Britifh crOWI:1 the [ortre[s of Gibrahar. 

Depreda- The Spaniards continued their depred~tions in 
~~~i;n:he the Weft I~di~s. Capta!n Ebbats in a Ooop be
dles~ longing to New Yark, as he turned up from the 

bay to go tD the Mufquitos, was brought to, and 
boarded by a Spanifh guarda cofi:a, who demand
ed of him an anchor and cable, &c. and upon the 
captain's refufal to corpply with that illicit de
mand, feized his Ooop anp carried her into Port 
Maho. And the Crown of Spain adopted every 
meafure to drive the Engliih entirely out of their 
fettlements in Cam peachy and Honduras. 

$painoffel's Yet ~his very nation put on the u'tinoft appear
to be me-
diator. ance of -candour, and, went fo far as to offer his 

moO: Catholic MajeO:y's mediation between Great 
Britain and France: but the terms C were of fuch 
a nature, that his Britannic Majefty rejected them 
with difdain. Which inftead of immediate re
fentment, produ.cect fuch, a temper in the Spaniih 
councils, that his Catholic Majefty ratified the 

d Enhanced by the recent motions of the national forces 
in Catalonia, Valencia, &c.' and the ddl:ination of the men 
of war, &c. from Ferrol to a port in the neighbourhood of 
Gibraltar. 

e It was [aid, that fome of the articles propofed that Eng:
land Ihould cede Gibraltar to the French and have Minorca 
reaored: and that France Ihould exchange Gibraltar with 
Spain, for that part of Hifpaniola now under the Spanifh 
crown. 

convention 
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convention for fettling the commerce and naviga- A. D. 
tion of the fubjecrs of the two crowns during 1756• 

h fi ' h" h h d b dId d Settles the t e pre ent war, w IC a een e aye un er neutrality. 

various frivolous pretences. , 
However, their difguft and partiality could not Seek 'a' 

be fmothered. . They fnatch~d at every circum- f~~:ef~r 
fiance, that fell in their way, to, groul1d a qua;. 
reI upoh with the Englifh, . continuing t.heir a'r
maments both for fea and land with great, dili~ 
gence. And obferving, that the court of Lon-
don was fcrupuloufly cautious not to furnJfh them 
with any pretences of c;omplaint in Europe, they 
revived the difpute about the Englifh right to cut 
logwood in the Bay of Honduras, not by way of 
remonftrance to the Britifh court, againft the 
praCtices of our traders in that wood, but by a Reeol\!

letter dated 14th of September 1756, from the ti~ns to de-
I," " pnve us of 

governor of Meredith to the commander or pnn- the Jog-

dpal officer of the Bay of Honduras, fetting forth, woad t!'ade 

" That being informed, the Englifh had ereCted 
fortifications, &c. on the territories of hi's moil: 
Catholic MajeUy, contrary to treaties between the 
court of Spain and that of Great Britain; and fur
ther that the Englifh were arming themfelves in 
an hoftile manner,' to make the poifeffions, they 
had indulged them with, their own; he therefore 
ordered them to depart out of thofe territories, 
and to deftroy the fortifications ereCted thereon, 
under the peril of being driven out from thence 
by force; unlefs he cOjJld fhew any right or au
thority they had from the court of Great Britain 
for [0 doing; and that all veifels loaden with log-

wood 
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A. b. wood, takoo on thatcoa,ft, fhould be deemed and 
1756. CGndemne'ti to be lawful prizes." 

NegleEled This ~Ul€nacif.Jg order was tranfmitted to Eng
in Eng- land; but was not thought of fuch' moment, as 
land. 

to engg;ge' the mioiftry in an open breach with 
Spain at this time; and the logwoQdmen were 
left to the mercy of the Spaniards, ;ihould they 
not be firong enougb to defend themfelves. in their 
j-uft and lawful ancient poffeffions. 

Not fucceeding by this fcherne to provoke the 
pacific temper of the Britifh miniftry, .there feH . 
in their way two accidents at home, whjch they 
managed with great dexterity and .opennefs to 
'Convince IUS of their partia.lity towards the French, 
and to draw from us arefentment fufficient to 
juftify a declaration of war. 

e The firftof there was an affair, that happened 
~~M , 

o~ Al&"e- in the Bay of Gibraltar. A French privateer had 
l!!lerS tires • d E l'1h Jr. 1 d h f Al lIpon the carne an - ng 1 velle un· er t e guns 0 . -

~l:g~~~ i~f geziers, the Spanifh fort near Gibraltar, which 
Gibraltar. had been taken and brought thither from t~e 

co aft of France. Admiral Hawke, then riding, 
with his fquadron, in the bay, and Lord Tyraw
ley, governor of Gibraltar, fent to the gover.nor 
of 'the Spanifh fonrefs at Algeziers, in the moil: 
polite manner and terms, to demand the reftitu
tion of the fhip in queftion, that bay being within 

. the com mad of the Engli1h garrifon. This mef-
[age was accompanied with a number of armed 
fhallops or men of wars boats, to board the faid 
!hip, and to bring her away, at all events. But 
the Commandant of Algeziers received this de-

mand 
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mand with a haughtinefs, that indicatec;l a deter- A. D. 
mined partiality to the Frenchmah, and not with- 1756• 

out threats, in cafe our boats dared :to attempt to 
board the prize. However, no menaces were fuf-
fi.cien~ to deter the Englifh tars from executing 
their orders; and being peremptorily_ denied the 
juftice demanded, they drew near' the fuore, and' 
made proper difpofitions for teizing the velfe1. 
But, though they, in every other. circumfrance;, 
paid all the deference requifiJe towards the Spa-
nifh fortrefs, the Co~mander thereof fired upon 
them, as if they had been enemies, coming to 
attack or to befiege him. By which one hundred 
and fifty Englifh were killed and wounded. Ne
verthelefs the failors carried their point; cut the 
velfel out, and carried her off to Gibraltar. 

Such treatment extorted a fevere reprimand from Rerented 

L d T 1 d Ad . I H k 1 b by SiI'Edw.' or yrawey an mIra awe, w 10, Y Hawkeand 

letter to the Commandant of Algeziers, faid, Lord Ty-
, • • .rawley. 

" That hls behavlOur was contrary to the rules 
" of neutrality, decency and good neighbourhood: 
" That he fuould anfwer for it before his Sove-
" reign: and that whatever -application or ex-
,~ tention one might pretend to give to the neutrali-
" ty of a frate, the protecting of pyrates againfr the 
" fubjects of a nation, with whom one is linked in 
" friendfhip by treaties, was in no cafe allowed." 

The Commandant juftified hirrrfelf ,from prece- Spanilh 

dents, which he urged, of captures made by the cdom.m~!l/i. 
.. • er JulL! es 

French on for[l)er occafions, and brought mto the action. 

that place under the proteCtiCln of the guns of the 
Sp,anifh fortrefs; and that he had done, in thi!; 

VOL. II. B cafe, 
II 
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A. D. cafe, no more than' his duty require~ him to do; 
175

6
• He allU -difpat~hed a courier to the court ~Ma':' 

comhplains arid; with the'rulrttcutars of thistranfad:ion, and 
to 15, .-. 

Court. With his complaint 'of the violation ef treaties and 
the "law of nations by the EnglHh faHors, in cut
ing and forcibly taking away ,'the iliip from under 
the guns of his forrrefs. 

Approved The court of Spain took this affair up in a very 
of by his high ftrain; they approved of their commandailt's 
court. 

SiJ' Benj. 
Reene's 
moderate 
,-eply. 

conduct; [aid it was inconfiftint with the pacifie 
profeffions of the court of London; and that they 
~ol:lld not fuffer filch a violation of their rights and 
of the honour of their country to pafs unreiented~ 
To which our Ambaffador. Sit Benjamin Keene; 
replied with fuch moderation, as convinced them, 
that any fatisfacHon would be granted, rathdr 
than to proceed to an open rupture. He admitted 
the (ufiom of carrying Engli1h prizes, made by 
the French into AIgeziers: but added, That the 
fea-officers at Gibraltar had longobferved it with 
great vexation; that this was the cafe 'complained 
of: that he waited for more precife informations; 
though what he had already received was fufficient 
to prove the hbfiilities were commenced by tht: 
Spaniih Commandant; and that, as for the reft, 
the uprightnefs, with which his Britannic Majefiy 
\v,'lS accuftomed· to behave, towards powers in 
friendfhip and alliance with his trown, left' no 
room to doubt, but that he wottfd give frefu 
proofs of his care and attention to preferve th~ 
good underftanding betwet:n tlie two nations. ' 

While .. 



While the nation was alarmed at this inCident; A. D. 
arid the miiiifrry were perplexed, how to freer 175

6
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behveeri Hie iniputation of weaknefs and timidity, 
'for not refenting the indignity offered to the Bri.:. 
tifu flag, in a proper manner; and the not affert. 
ing our right to the'Bay of Gibraltar, againft its 
being made a receptacle and place 6f- re'treat fo'r 
the French in time of war; ahd the dang'er of fur:.. 
nilliing the Spaniards with an opportunity to 'throw 
the ~lame of an open rupture between the two 
cro\vns~ upon England; another acCident hap- The cafe of 

pened, w'hich, by its greater importance, friiothered th~l~a~i
the complaints about Algeziers, and difcovered ~rivateel' 
more publickly the ddiies of the Spaninl coun- ;~i~e.her 
dIs to bf~ak wid1 Great Britain. Which hid, for 
a little while, been ftffpended, by an alteration in 
the Englifh minimy.' . 

This was the cafe of the Antiga11ican private 
ihip of war, and her prize, driven in~o the port 
of Cadiz by firefs of weatner or contrary winds. 
The Antigallican privateer, of thirty carriage and Her f01'/:e. 

nxteen fwive} guns, and carrying 208 men, fitted 
out at the expence of 10,453 1. by private adven-
turers, in the port of. London, and commanded by 
Captain William Fofrer, late a lieutenant in his 
M~jefry's fervice, h~d the fortune to dlfcover f a 
FrenchEaft Indiaman (named the Duke.of Pen~ 
thievre, commanded by Captain Villaneu;e, a very 
large al'ld rich ihip of I coo tons, and mounting 
£.ifty guns) about feven leagues off Ferrol, a Spa~ Her prize 

, where 
taken. 

f On tli~'z6th of bee ember 1756. 
B 2" nifh 
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. A. D. niih port in the Bay of Bifcay, early in the morn'; 
1756, ing. The French aboard the Penthievre {rufting 

in thei~ own ftrength, bore down, with the wind 
in their favour, which was then at fouth fouth-eaft, 
and blew from the land; and about twelve at 
noon, being about four leagues and half fr?m 
the neareft {hare, fired a gqn to. br~ng the An
tigallican to, then failing under Spanifh colours; 
and upon hoifling Englifh colours, the Pen
thievre fired a broad-fide immediately, and half 
another, before the AntigalliGan fired a gun, or 
made anyfigh of hoftility, except difplaying· her 
colours; by which feveral on board the Antigal
lican were wounded and killed. The Antiga11ican 
having returned the fire, a clofe engagement can,· 
tinued between both {hips, as they went, before 
the wind, with all the fail they could make from 
the land, for about three hours; when the French 
captain, and twelve of his men being killed; and 
the fecond captain fhot thro' the 1houlder, and fe
ven-and-twenty more were wounded, the Pen
thievre ihuck, and fubmitted to be boarded by 
the Antigallicans; then diftant about five leagues 

Why car- and a half from the light-houfe at Cormnna. 
ti,eti into The captors would have carried this rich prize 
CadJz, L'{b h b 11. ti to lon, as t e ell market or her cargo: but 

meeting with contrary winds, which kept them' 
beating the [eas, in that difagreeable fituation, off 
the mouth of the Tagus for feveral days; and af
terwards finding it impracticable g to bear up 

againft 

g Captain Foiler, in his journal, relates, That upon the 
jj~c:h of] anuary 1757, he was got within the mouth of the 

harbour 
.''J -r-..... ...,' .. ·· 
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againft the wind and the current into the Bay of A. D. 

Gibraltar, it was reColved, with the advice of the 1756. 

officers, to carry the prize with them into the port 
of Cadiz, not doubting of protection from a 
neutral nation, in allial1Ce or friend1hip w,ith Great 
Britain. 

When to their great furpri:(:e, after takirtg fheI- Stopt. 

ter in this port, and the officers belonging to the 
Indiaman had been examined upon oath, in regard 
to the validity of the capture, by the conrul, 
vice-conful and his clerk; in which depofitions, 
wrote by themfelves, and in the French language, 
they, amongft other things, voluntarily declared, 
" . That they bore down upon the Antigallican 
with a refolution to take her, as they imagined 
fhe was an Englifh fhip; and made no doubt but 
that 1he wotlld fall a very eafy prize, becau[e {he 
was fo much inferior in .uze and burden to the 
Penthievre; and that their fhip was fairly taken, 
and they were lawful prifoners of war; nor did 
they imagine, that the legality of the prize would 

harbour for Lifbon; wj1en a fhong gale coming on, fpEt the 
prize's main.top~fail, and drove her out to f~a, which made 
It neceffary for. his !hip to foJlow her out, and to fend a boat 
on board her with fmall fails. That they, from that time~ 
beat to windward, till the 2zd, endeavouring to make Lifbon. 
but could not: that he then refolved to bear away' for Cadiz. 
it being the firft port they could make, in their great diflrefs. 
the prizl; not fleering, ,her fails all in pieces, both !hips fo 
leaky. that the pumps were aln-ioft conllantly going, bread 
almoft expended.' not above ten days provilions left; and he 
had advice from the St. Alban's man of war, that there were 
five fail of French men of war cruizing upon the coaft. 

B 3 ever 

,. 
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ev~r be gp'po,fed' or conte.ft~d; or ~9at the neutr~. 
liLy of~h~ Spanifh crown ~as at all offenped at thIS 
e~gag~ITIeBt ;!~ yet ,orders were rent frorp the court 
of Spain tp the gov~rnqr qf Cadiz, to petain both 
fhips, the .privateer and the Duke de Penthie.vr.e, 
a"nd their contents; upon a remonftrance frqlll the 

command~nt-gener~l of G~licia, and tqe Fr~~ch 
conful complain\ng, that~~ptain Fofter had 11;t-:

tacked <;Ind' taken the [aid prize, contr;try 19 the. 
lavy~ at; f,}_atiol)s a~d I}e\ltrality, wit~i~ the limits; 
of a Spanifh fort; and praying that ,his. Catholic 
Majefry would dem.~p'q reftitution th'm~of, ~n.4 fa~ 

tisfattion for fo grof.s ~nd na;tipnal ipfult. , 
While the Ant~g.aU~ca,t;l had been beflti,ng the 

fea,s, this appliqtip,n, (upported ~y thS! captajij 
~ncl pilot of the j?.ort of GQrrun.n.a,atlP fljch Qthe~ 
~imeA"es, ~s .the French faa~oo c.ovld e<:lfily pick 
~p ~o fw~ar :J.tly; thing qgai,nl,t th.e Engliih, wa~ 
gr§~.d,Hy}:fppufed by th.e Spanifh minifrry, who~ 
with~ut v.;a:iting fOJ the lights, which were necef~ 
fary to deterrnin~ j~Uly on this atfa,ir, prQcee,~d 
directly againft the capture, in a councii of war, 

. . 
and upon the firft advIce of its· Iying at Cadiz; 
the'Spaniili miniflers,-with the King'~ l<nowledge;' 
Hru:~d qrders to nop p~)th th~ Antigallican and pef 
prize, bef9re the. cOll-llcil Ju.14 gope 'throug~ thlt 
~Jf:\lmipa,ti9n of the compJainants, arfa much as 
furnmoned the captors to make their defence. 
, In purfuance of this 9rder the o-ovemor of C~-: 

. . .. ' Q.. . 

~iz, 01) the IQth of Febmary, ;enf for the Eng,: 
lilh c{)~nfl1l, a,nq. told him, that he was obliged to 
fend troops.Qn bOera:the prize to detain her. Mr. 

_... Goldf .. 
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Goldfworthy, the confu], who throughQut this. A. D. 
whole affair aCted with wifdom and firmuefs, pro,. 175

6
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tefted againft it in the ftrongeft manner, as con .. 
trary to treaties, and an open violation of the laws 
of nations. Neverthelefs, the governor ordered. 
aU the artillery on the walls to be loaded, gun-
ners to attend with lighted match; fix companies 
~f grenadiers to be ready, with nineteen rounds 
9f iliot; and two companies to board and take Forcibly 

poifeffion of the prize, who immediately feized on €ntmd. -

the arms, magazines, &c. in the fhip: he ordered 
two companies alfQ to the forts, and two more on 
board the Antigallican, which by Admiral Na-
varro's permiffion was refitting in the King's 
Dock, and laid like, a hulk, with its mails, fails, 
arms, guns, ~c. in the King's ware-houfe. But 
a~ laft, confcious of the illegality of fuch a pro .. 
ceeding, which alarmed the whole city, the Go .. 
~erI}Or,in the evening of the fame day, with-
drew the troops from the fhips; who not willing Plunderer,\ 

to go empty-handed, broke open feveral chefis~ ~k:~e tol

carried a""ay every thing they could find, belong.,. 
ing to the officers and crew, and the very beef, 
,that was elreffing for dinner. 

At length the council of war, on the allega~ Ordered to 
'f I h . h, Qe deliver. twns a ope party on y, avmg come to t IS re- ed to th€ 

'folution, " That the viQlatio~ of his Majefty's French. 

" territory, and .the infuh offered to it by the pri-
" vateer being fully and clearly proved, the pri-
" vateer ought t() be fropr, the captain pupifhed, 
" and the pretended prize 'refrored to its lawful 
~' owners the French;" the governor ..acquainted 
;., .. B 4- our 
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our confuT, that he had orders to deliver the prize 
up to the French conrul. Upon which Captain 
Foner offered to depofit the prize in his, the go. 
vernorfs, hands, till he fhould obtain a hearing at 
coutt ,in l\is own defence. The governor abfQ
lutety.reject<;.d this expedient, and faid he woukl 
inftantl,f de1i.ver the prize to the French conful. 
And the captain as refolutely declared, that the 
Englifh. colours then flying on board the prize, 
ihollid never be {huck without force. Then the 
,conful and Captain Foner entering their protefts 
againft all the prejudices refuIting from this arbi
trary way of proceeding, obtained by perjury and 
a denial of jllftice from the court of Spain, which 
Sir Benjamin Keene faid, " was fo irregular, un. 
"reafonable, and unprecedented, that would 
H neither bear light nor jufl:ification," the' cap. 
tain withdrew and went on board. 

Governor ~This refolutian fiaggered the governor for a~ 
Qf Cadi~ h'l B f r. 1 . h' d . I h ufethfol'ce, W 1 e. . ut a tef conlu tmg t ea mIra, W 0 

prudently refufed to advife about the execution of 
Qrders, in which he was not concerned, he de
mand~d in the King's name the America of 60 
guns, and a frigate of 36 guns, to aid and affift 
him in the execution of the King's or-ders. With 
thefe the Governor committed the mofl: fhameful 
and CJuel act of hoQility, that has been heard of 
among civilized nations. He ftationed them within 

Capta:n fifty. yards pf the Penthievre, and though Captain 
Folten F ft ffi d . h' fc propp[al to .0 .er Qen~ to receIve t Irty or orty Spanifh. 
avoid 4a- foldlers on board, and faid he would rather die 
pla&e~, d h' I h . . yn ~r ,.1S- <;0 ollrs~ t fln ftnke them; becq,ufe he 

c::o\lld 
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could follow no orders, but what he received from A· D. 

his Britannic Majefty or the Britifh high court of 1756• 

admiralty; they began [0 fire upon her, and fo SpaJ;ial'ds 
. . f h h fire upon .commued for three quarters 0 an our, t ollgh the Anti-

they met with no manner of refiftance. They g~lIi~an 
pnze. 

foon fhot away the enfign flying on board the 
prize, and then Captain Fofter finding that it was 
determined to fink him, fent a man to ftrike the . 
pendant, who was killed by the Spaniards in the 
very aa. They after this kept up their fire, half 
an hour longer, for their own diverfion, and fired 
in all 2QO round, grape and double-headed fhot, 
into. the Perithievre, as fhe lay expofed to their 

cruel~y, wit~out firin~ a fi~gle gun: by which one One Eng-

Enghlh fubJeCt was killed and feven wounded. liihman 
. d killed and 

When they ceafed firing, the comma are ordered feven 

Captain Fofter on board his fhip, told him he wounded. 

was no prifoner, and fent him afhore: and Cap-
tain Fofter, with the conful, waited on the Go-, 
vernor, and a£king whether he had any commands 
for him, was anfwered in the negative. Yet next C' t' . ., ap ,lin 
morning, contrary to the laws of nations, which FoJl:el' 

• dragged 
makes a conful s houfe a fanCtuary for proteCtion, out of the 

the governor's adjutant took Captain Fofter by ~~~1;1':0 
violence out of the EngIifh conful's houfe, and prifon. 

conduCted him prifoner to the callIe of St. Catha-
rine. As for his men, they were treated with the TI:e failors 

ft . . J1.' r. f 11k d d Jl:npped, greate lDJuUlce, lome 0 t 1em ~noc e own beaten and 

with the butt-end of mufkets by the foldiers fent ~cnt to pri. 
1011. 

to take poifeffion of the Penthievre, denied the 
liberty to carry their own neceifary cloaths with 
~hem, forced out- of the fhip, when a boat could 

fcarce 
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ff=ar~e be (uppofed to reach the iliOf<r, in dpIiJger_ 
QIlS weaJher; ilripped of t.heir clo~tbs_ ~m:l robbed, 

of aU 't9~ir money by their very guafd~; as (00f!. 

as they landed, aQd then, were conduC.l:~q. ~lrn9ft 
~akerl, as prifoners to the fame caftle, of St. COl., 

. tharine; where they had nothing to J~ qn, but 
the bareftones, in a c19fe dungeop, withoyt air 
fufficient to breathe, or [Pilee to extend their bQdie~ 
without lying up.on one another. A prifop which, 
though hOl;rib,le iv iti'elf! was ren~l'er~d mOre 
miferable to t,bofe unhappy m~n2 as th~y had not 

room for the COmmon offices of nature, pOr lltl 

allowance of any thing to eat or drink, no, not 
fo much as bread and water. So that th~Y·, tre<!.teq 
worre than felons, muft have inevitably perHhed, 
h'ld not the Englifh confljl fupplied them with 
provifions, till releafed on the fifth of M~rd.'l by 
an order from Madrid. Of which ~filnfa.ctio~ 
the Englifh conful at Cadiz infQrmed Sj'f Beojamin 

Keene, by l~tter, " That he was in the greateft 
" conftemation imaginable; becaufe, fays the 
" comrul, I have feen the flag of my royal mafter 
" infulted ; our nation degraded, Qur treaties via,:, 
" lated; the luftre of our Sovereign's crown tar!'" 
" nifhed and de fpi fed, and my houfe. invaded; 
" and,. as there is no minifter here of greater dig
" nity.than myfelf, I confider the affront and ip!, 
" fult done and offered to my perfo.n,_ as an 
" indignity on the [acred perfon of my royal 
" mafter." 

After this conduCt of the governor, cenfured 
by the Spaniards themfelves, who taw. it to be 

unjuft, 
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uoju~~ qruel ~Qd inhofgitapl~~ the men ~t CO~l1~ 1'~: 
f~nlpled ~qtto :;let openly w.l~h fo rnvch par~la-, ? 5 . 
l ' . r f he F h d . 'd' f TillS conJty, In ~avopr Q t re~c , fln· 10 pr~Ju. lee a duel: cen-

his:Majeft~'s fu,b~ea~, as to be ~8ol1gh~. ,a dj~gnlce~~~e~p~!ial 
t<,> all natlo.nal Ju~hce. They mad~ Itev~~e.nt;, peo~le. 

Th h · r A~ '.-1 r h . Juftlce de-
'. ~~ t ey \Y~r~: ~qre,~termme.u ~O lorce t ~ pnze nied, at 

from t,he ~aptors, an4 to re(1ore her to the Fr~nch. ~~~11~:~ 
T~ey wen~ r~folved to give ~ abfQltr~ dfnial to lilli, b 

every eqllitable application jn b~pq}f of ~is :8ri-
tanpi<: ~aie~y's f~bjeB:s ;,am~ they even, contrary 
~ their own Jonl), of l~W' <'J.m:l cour(e ofjJIf!:ic;e, 1'e-
fufe~ to prqduce the, ~g9f:U@.jleMs, lJP91l .which they 
W,ItUlde~ their .mthori.ty. .50. th'at, P9~wit1itfl:a,nd. 
mg ~b.€ g.reat p~i!1~. takeg i:>~ the captors; their 
fri~Aq~~: t-h~ j::opJuJ~ atC:l~~4' q,nd other places, 
a!').~, ~f 9l1r, <1mba[~:gof, Sir Benj~min Keene., to 
Qgt.~itl; ~ f~!r and equitable trjal, c.pnform~hle to the 
lwa of nations, and to the method of< proceeding 
in Spain itfe1f, in fuch ca~s, this common juftice 
was denied"; an unlawful ~nd unprecedented court, 
that refcufG!d the capto).'s time, and d~fcouraged 

tbe means for making their defenc€, and fub-
erned, witmeffe&, ev,en Q1tln, that hacl v-oluntarily 
depofed the cQntr.ary fMl:s, was erecred, and by 
thi~ un~wful and unpre-cedimted authority the Pen- The Pen

thievr~ was decn:ed and de-livered up to the French. :f::;:~ ~~
Of which ev.ent we m@e-t Wilh the following lively to the 
.l._r " • 1 fi h B' 'fh r I French, W:ICriptlOn, III a etter rom t e ntl' conlU at 
Madrid, to t~e Englilb conful at Cadiz, dated 
5th Aug.uft J 757. " Sir, fays he, the completion 
" of iniquity has at laO: taken place; and our 
" enemies ha\te triumphed over law, honour and 

" equity. 
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"equity" The Penthievre is refrored to the 
" French, without communicating that refolu.tion' 
" of his' Catholic Majefty, as it 0l:1ght tohllve 
" been, to his Britannic Majefty's ambaffaclor." 
But why fhould we be f~rprized at any thing here' 
related, 'when it is certain, from the confemon of 
the French amb~ffador at ~ the court": of. Spain, 
" That'this had not been treated as a private·af
"fair, but a matter in correfpondence bet~een' 
" his Catholic Majefty and the French Monarch." 
Who, moft certainly laid hold of this incident to 
provoke the Englifh to feek for fatisfacHon by 
way of arms~ and to prevail with Spain to join 
with France againft Great Britain, with promifes 
of mutual fuppert and intereft in their- f-uccefs; , 
which at 'this time was not doubted, by our ene
mies; while our national affairs were, as they 
thought, under the management of' a timid or 
unfettled adminifiration. 

However,this indignity and injuftice did not.work 
with the effeCt propofed by the hou[e of Bourbon. 
The Right Han. Mr. Pitt was called by his.Sove.: 
reign to thepoft of fecretary of ftate, about the,time 
this capture was made; and tho' his power in the ad .. , 
miniftration was fa circumfcribed by the majority of 
the old miniftry, whofe fears too frequently got the 
better of their reafon, that he could dono more than 
intercede with his, royal mafter for permimon to 
write to the court of Spain; he performed this 
in [ueh ftrong terms, to require jufiice to be 
done the captors, and to obtain refiitution of 
their lawful prize; that this letter feemed to carry 

with 



THE LATE W,A R .. , 

with it fo much weight, at this junCture of time, A. D. 
that Sir Benjamin Keene thought the prize would 1756. 
be fo'eafily ob,tained, that he fent an exprefs to Its efi'IlCl:. 

Mr. Secretary Pitt, whereby he acquainted him, 
" That on' prefenting a fhong me morial to his 
" Catholic Majefty, he had obtained an order for 
" the priz~ to be re-delivered to his Majefty's of-
" ficers; and all the hatches to be kept fealed, 
" .under a proper guard: and that he hoped the 
" prize would be reftored to Captain- Fofler in a 
" few days; as the depofitions of the French of-

_"- ficers' were fa thong, that the French could 
"not have any thing ·to fay, that could prevent 
" her .being deemed a juft- and lawful prize." 
.But all this expeCtation vanifhed, upon the firO: How a1-

intimation of that oppofition in the Britifh cabi- ~~~.dp~t~el!. 
net, which on the £ifth of April h delivered the was turned 

Spanifh rniniftry from the terror, which Pitt's out. 

very name carried in all his difpatches, in the 
caufe of jufi:ice, for the dignity of the crown and 
theintereft of his country. And during the interval 
before that right honourable perfon was reinflated, 
the Antigallican captors were treated in the man-
ner above-related, and tot~lly deprived of their 
property. 

Thus 1100d our fituation with Spain; which, Our fitua

under the facred character of a mediator, and of t!on. with 
Spam • 

. a !lriCt neutrality, was .pllblickly profiituting 

h The day on which the Right Hon. Willam Pitt, Erq; 
by his Majefty's command, lidl: refigned the feals of Secretary 
of State for the fouthern departrnen t. 

juUice 
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juftice-and the laws df nations, in. !avbut of our 
enemies, infulting the BritHh flag, robbing Bri
tiili fubjects of their property, and depriving'them 
'of their liberty in the moft arbitrary, crcel':mtl 
hoftile manner, and 'with the uttrtoft dIligence 
making preparati'olis by fea and lartd fat an ope~ 
rupture. , 

The mea-' France, on her part, flullied with the futcefs 
fures of of every fcheme fhe had laid to deceive', and to 
France'. 

diftrefs, Great Britain, ftrikes every nail, that 
feemed to drive, and to extend their plan- of ope
rations. The French miniftry, cdnvinced th"at 
the completion of their advantages, and d'ominion 
in North Ameriea, depended chiefly on meaftirei, 
either, to difpute the fovereignty of the feas with 
the miftrefs of the ocean; without which it would 
be impoffible for them to fupply their armies ill 
the new world with -effeCtual fuccours, to prbtetl: 
their own fettkments; 'and to extend their con
queRs; or, to draw Great Britain into a continental 
war, by which the national treafl1re, that might, 
l?e required for a naval and American 'war, ihotlld 
be diffipated and e.xhaufted; fo as to weaken the 
Britifh power by fea" and to divert her attention, 
from a vigorous purfuit of the principal objet&, 
for which this nation took up arms; or, to de4 

vife fame improvement to theif long-praClifed, 
fcheme to make us \ w'e-ary of the war, by err-
gaging Ollr miniftry to maintain a prodigious na
vy in commiffiol1 and fit for fervke, jnactiv~ and 
locked up in our harbours, and to pay large fub
fidies and numerous, land forces in a fit'uation~ 

that 
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that could only ferve t6 increafe our load of taxes, A. D. 

and 'the already prodigIous national debt; which J75
6

• 

'~uld fill the people with difcontent, and oblige 
them, fooner or later, to fllbmit to an inglorious 
peace; their firO: care was to throw the weight of Attent.ion 

h · ft h' h . I d to thett· telr rengt lOro ~ elr nava eparttment; and m .. rine. 

many attempts were- mace to keep the fea open, 
for the purpofes of proteCting their trade ,and 
i(1ands from infult; of traofporting foldiers and 
the neceffaries of war to North America; of in
terrupting 'our navigation and commerce; of de
feating our meafures for the fup-port of North 
:A<merica, and of threatning the Britifh iiles them-
felves with invafion and conqueO:. ' , 

. Their efforts by lea were made with vigcitr and Their ca· 

'great propriety. A navy was preparing, with the h~~ a~!_ 
utmoft diligence, to contend with ours; \"hile the ployeJ. 

court propofed ro ruin our trade, and to interwpt 
our navigation, by the extraordinary encourage-
nient they gave to private fl~ips of war. 

Within a few weeks after the declaration of war 
at Paris, the world was prefented with the follow
tng ftate of the French marine, publiQ1ed by alt
thority. 

Mr. Perrier de Salvert's !quad-ron. 
Ships. ,Captains Gum. 

Le Courageux Perrier 74-
'Le Prothee 6"4-
L' Amphion . 50 
UA~e ~ 
Le Fleur de Lys 30 
L'Emeraude 28 

At 
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Ships 
Le Comete 
L' Amethifte 
La Blonde 
Le Brune 
Le Zephyr 
L'Hermoine 
LaValeu 
La Fidele 
La Friponne 

At Bre}l. 
Captai~s 

M. De La Galijfioneris fleet. 

Guns 
30 
30 

30 

30 

30 
26 
26 
26 
26 

Le Foudroiant D. L. Galiffioniere 80 
Le Temeraire Glandeves, Chief d'Efc. 74-
La Couronne La Clu, Chief d'Efc. 74-
Le Redoubtable Beaumont 74-
Le Guerrier La Bro1fe 74-
Le Content Sabran, 64-
Le Triton Mercier 64-
Le Sage Duruen 64-
Le Lion St. Agnan 64-
L'Orphee Raimondis 64-
Le Fier D'Herville 
L'Hipopotame Rochemaure 
La J unon Beaufier 
La Rofe Coftebelle 
La Pleide 
La Gracieufe 
La Nimphe 
La Topaze 

Marquizan 
Callian 
Carne 

.' The Marquis de Conjlans's !quadran. 
Le Soliel The Marquis 80' 
Duc de Bourgogne 80 

,Le Tonnant 80 
Le Superbe 74-
Le Defenfeur 74 
Le Dauphin Royal 70 

Le 
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Ships 
Le Jufte 
Le Hardi· 
Le Bienfaifant 
Le Sphinx 
L'Inflexible 
L'Eveille 
Le Capricieux 
L' Arc en Ciel 
La Diana 

Captains Guns 
70 
66 
64-
64'· 
64 
64 
64-
50 
30 

For carrying foldiers to America under Mr. Be~ujJie. 
LeHeros 
L'Illuftre 
Le Leopard 
Le Sirene 
Le Licorne • 
La Sauvage 
La Concorde 
L'Amarante 

Beauffier 
Montelas 

Breugnon 
Rigaudiere 

At Brefl and Roch/ort. 
Le Formidable 
L'Entreprenant 

80 
.B.R *. Salvert,Chief d'Erc. 74 

On a cruift. 
LaT~ili 24-
La Mutine 24-
La Pomone 24-
Le Cumberland 24-
La Galathe - 24-
L'Heroine 24-
L' Anemone 12 

Cape Breton and JJ1artinico. 
, Mr. D' Aubigne. 

Le Prudent D' Aubigne 74-
L'Aquilon ·60 

• B. R. Breft or Rochfort. 
VOL. II. C L'Ata .. 
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1756• L' Atalante 

Le Palmer 
Le Bizarre 
L'Opiniatre 
L'Attif 
L~ St. Miche), 
L?Alcion 
L' AppoUQn. 

Le Hector 
Le Vaillant 
L'Achille 
L'Hercule 
L'Oriflame 

Captains 

B. R. Keruforet 
E. R. Urtllbi 
E. E.. Moelieu 
B. R. Choifeuil 
B. R. Caumont 
B. R. JonquiJle 

At 'l'oulon. 

--

Upon the Careen. 
L'Intrepide "E. R. Rerfain 
Le Conquerant --
Le Magnifiq.ue --
Le Sceptre --
Le Florilfant --
L' Algollgeux: 
La Floride 
Northumberland --
Le Dragon, B. R. Wilh~on' 

In different docks. 
L'Otean, finifhed 
Le Cemaure, ditto 
Le Diademe 
t..e Zodiaque 
Le Minotallre 
Le Souverain 
.Le Glorieux 
Le-(notyetl 
, -named) S 

Le Belliqueux. 

B. R. Rafilly 
------

QroilIirs B~ R. 

Gun~ 

34-
14-
64-
64 
64. 
64-
54 
50 

74 
74-
74-
74-
;'4 
74-
74-
68 
74 

80. 
70 

74 
74-
74 
74 
74-
74-
64-
Le 

I 
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Ships 
Le Celebre 
Le Robufte 
Le Solitaire 
L'e Terrible 
Le Aigre~e 
La Veftable 
La Minerva 
L'Oifeau 

Captains 

----

--
Le Protecteur, 1 __ 

. Guns 
64 
64 
64 
64 
30 
go 
24-
24 

74 building S 
Le Fantafque 64-
Le Modefte -- 60 
La Defiance -- 30 
La Surprize ,30 
Le Warwick, taken from the EngliIh, 1756, of 

60 guns, mounting now but 50, in America~ 
with M. D' Aubigne. 

By this lift it appears that the navy of France; 
in June 1756, confifted of one hundred and eleven 
fhips of the line and frigates, and that they were 
fo ftationed and managed, as to find employment 
for the grand navy of England. A fufficient 
number of large Ihips were kept in the ports of 
Breft and Toulon, at an eafy expence, neither 
manned, nor viCtualled, till ordered out for fer
vice; with which they put Ui to very great ex
pence of large fquadrons, to watch their motions 
in the Bay of Bifcay and the Mediterranean; a 

. fervice attended with fo many hazards, that i.t was 
with great good luck in us, that the enemy even 
fuffered any lofs by it, or were eve;r fo locked up, 
as to prevent their exports of men and ammuni
tion for Ameri.ca, failing and reaching the places 

C 2 of 
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A- D. of their deftination. But it was attended with 
17)6. many great difadvantages on our part. For, it is 

a greater viEl:ory to decoy the enemy into his. ruin 
by delay, &c, than to beat him in an open fight: 
becaufe, thereby not only his ftrength is deftroyed; 
but his treafure the finews of war, is confumed. 

In the Their next care was to threaten our fugar 
~~~ In- iOands with a powerful fquadron in the Weft 

Indies: which might ferve to furprize and feize 
.upon thofe defencelefs colonies, or to weaken our 
naval ftrength by the necemty, Great Britain would' 
be under, to keep a fuperior naval force in thofe 
[eas, where our 'fecurity muft depend only upon 
the fuperiority of our navy, againft an enemy, 
that can retreat into ftrong fortified harbours; 
when, in cafe of an accident, a Briti!b fquadran, 
or {hip, can find no place of !belter from a pur
fuing foe, in any of our iOands. 

Cruifers. Their cruizers were fo numerous, and properly 
ftationed for intercepting our merchantmen home
ward and outward bound; to ruin our African 
trade, and to favour their own convoys, to and 
from America; that it required more men.of war 
to check and to defeat their proceedings, than a 
miniftry, that was continually afraid of an in va: 
fion, dared to appoint for that pu~pofe. And 
that the King's fhips fhould perform, and confine 
t~emfelves, as much as pollible, to their orders to 
protect their own navigation, and' to employ the 

Their en- Englil11 navy, the French King publiilied an ediCt 
:::~~.- for the encouragement of privateers to d)ftrefs our 
plivilteer ••. commerce, and to deprive us of the grand refoun;e 

of 
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of our riches, without which it could not be pof
fible for us to fupport the war. 

That ediCt remitted the tenth iliare of every 
prize, which was always before this war claimed 
by the French admiralty; and ordained that be
fides the whole produce of the prizes, the captors 
fhould enjoy a bounty i out of the royal treafury, 
for every gun and man taken from a merchant
man, or man of war, or privateer. The King 
alfo promifed to reward fuch captains or officers, 
that !hould behave well, with commifiions in his 
marine, according to the circumftances and firength 
of the iliips they fbould have engaged: and he 
further promifed a premium to the owners of pri-

vateers, 

100 livres per gun from four to I z pounders, taken from 
merchantmen. 

150livres per gun of the fame bore, taken from priva
teers. 

zoo livres pt:r gun of the fame hore, taken from men of war. 
I50livres per gun IZ pounders am! upwards, taken from 

""erchan tm en. 
2z5 livres per gun of the faid bore, taken from privateers. 
300 livres per gun of the faid bore, taken from men of war. 
30 livres per head for every prifoner taken out of a mer-

chantman. 
+0 livres per head for ditto out of a privateer, 
50 livres per head for ditto, out of a man of war. 
The fame bounties to be paid for every man on board at 

the commencement of any engagement. 
The faid bounties to be augmented by one fourth for all 

filch privateers or men of war, which fhall be taken by board
ing, and 

The faid bounties wholly to appertain to the captain, offi
cers, ~nd crew; to be divided amongft themfelves according 

C 3 to 
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vateers, and to take their {hips, under certain cir
cumftances, at prime coll: k. In regard to priZ(!!S 
made by {hips fitted out upon the King's account, 
the c;>fficers and crew were thereby indulged with' 
one third part of the neat produce of all merchant 
1bips, or more according' to circumftances; be
fides other bounties 1. He further promifed, that 

privateers 

to the {hare they are to have in the produee of the 
prize, and purfuant to their agreement at the time of entering 
on board; the money to be paid to the captain. or his reprc;

fentative. 
, k Ships of z4 guns or upwards, that {hall have been built for 
privateering, {hall be taken by the government at the primo
.coil, if they be not employed that way, or at the eftimated 
price, if they have been fo employed, when they {h~1I be no 
longer authorifed to cruife Of!. the enemies. And alfo an /hips 
of Z4 guns or upwards, that {hall be taken by privateers, and 
which {hall be fit for fervice, except the captors /hall chufe to 
make ufe of them themfelves, or fell them along with the ef
feas of the prizes. 

In order to indemnify the owners of thofe {hips which !hall 
take any privateers or men of war, of the d'amage they /hall 
fuftain by [ueh engagements, the following premiums are to 
be paid them: 

JOO livres per gun from 4 to ) z pounders. 
200 livres per gun from Izlb. to upwards. 
20 livres per head for every effeCtive man on board at ilio 

beginning of an engagement. 
) They fhall have befidcs, the fame bounties as thofecgiven 

in the zd article in favour of the privateers, e~-cept for men 
qf war, for which there fhall be paid 300 livres per gun" frolll 
four to lZ pounders, 459 livres per glln from 12 pounders ancli 
upwards. 

The [aid [urns to be augmented by I-41h, when the {aid 
f'fi~ates Of ~en of war fhall have been taken by boardin~. 
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privateers which fhould fail in company with men 
of war, or join them at f~, fhould have their 
1hare both in the produce of- the prizes, as well 
as of the bounties, of all fhips that fhould be 
taken in conjunction, in exact proportion to the 
guns they fhall carry, with regard 'to the difference 
of the bore, fize of the fhips, or ftrength of the 
crews. That privateers fhould be exempt fron;l 
all taxes or duties whatfoever on provifions, ar
tillery, ammunition, and all other neceffaries for 
theirconftruction, victualing and armament: 
That the officers and volunteers on board of pri
vateers, that have diftinguifhed themfelves, fhould 
be difpenfed with from the ufual time of fervice 
on board the men of war, in order to their being 
made captains. That the officers and failors on 
board of privateers that fhould be wOllnded and 
difilbled, fhould be in titled to the fea half-pay, 
and that the widows of thofe killed fhould be in.;. 
titled to penfions. This edict alfo ordained that 
the wages of failors run from a fhip of 24 guns, 
as well as their {hare in prizes, fhould belong to 
the owners: and finally, That captains of priva
teers, fhou]d not on any account ranfom any fhip, 
except they fuould have already lent in three 
effective prizes, fince their laft going out.* 

* N. B. By thefe encouragements the fea prefently fwarmed 
with privateers, which did infinite damage to our trade and 
took great numbers of our merchantmen. They were even 
fa audacious, that on the 4th of July, about one o'clock in 
the morning, a privateer from Boulogne ventured within a 
few yards of Dover Pier, and cut an Engliih privateer away, 
moll of her men being a-1hore. 

C 4 There 
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A. D. Thefe preparations and armaments for the fea' 
1756. were accompanied briOdy w~th much more extra-

Preparati- ordinary preparations for war by land. The treaty 
ons for a 
land war. of Weftphalia, which France had fo often vio-

lated to pull down the Houie of Auil:ria, was now 
made a ftalking horre to carry her army without 
oppofition into Germany: and the heirefs of Aui1:ria" 
~ho is indebted to Great Britain for the exiftence 
of her family, ~gainQ: the natural ~nmity of 

Row fa- franc;e, adopted, and fubinitted to be a cover for, 
voul,€d in the French monarch's real intentions to invade the 
Germany. 

territories of our German allies, and embroil 
her moil: faithful and powerful friend'in a conti
nental war, by inviting Lewis to .take part in her 
quarrel, or rather fecret hatred of the King of 
Pruffia. For" this was the firft pretence for the 
motions of ~he French army acrofs the Rhine; 
to preferve the peace of Germany and to keep 
all foreign forces out of the Empire: though the 
French minifters did not fCTuple to avow the refo-

A£:aint!: lution of their King to invade the eleCtoral domi
Hanover, nions of his Britannic Maiefty: and the fituation' &c. :J 

of his magazines, the cantonment of his troops 
on the frontiers of Flanders, and other difpofitions 
on the fide of \Veil:phalia, were evident tokens, 
that the French King's immediate view, injoining 
with the Emprefs ~een againft the King of 
Pruffia, was to facilitate the execution of his OWQ 

.pefigns upon the allies of Great Britain. 
Pretences This army alfo ferved another purpofe. Hav
ofan inva- ing nothing to fear on the part of Spain nor from 
fiOll kept .. , 

. • the frontlersof U p,per Germflny; and poifeifed of 
. , the 
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the feeret, which had fo often, on former.oecafions, A. D. 
kept the whole ftrength of England locked up at 175

6
• 

home; fifty or fixty thoufand men or more, and ~~;_::~ 
artillery, 'were drawn down to the coaft of the tomed 

<:hannel; and boats of a new conftruction were boats. 

built, and fquadrons were appointed to convoy 
them over to fome convenient place in England. 
Amazing how this foporific dofe of politics affected 
the heads of the nation! The name of a flat
bottomed boat terrified the children, the women 
and the beaux; and the French were well paid for 
their invention by the expence we were at to watch 
their motio~s, while we neglected, or omitted to 

. employ our fleets and armies in vigorous and na-
tional meafures. 

Having thus difpofedof their internal ftrength, French fet

the French provided, in the next place, to prevent ~e~'I~~e of 

any difagreeable and unfeafonablt! difputes, with n~vjgation 
WIth neu

the maritime nel-mal powers, about the conditions traillates. 

of a free navigation; and thereby endeavoured to 

engage neutral ihips in their [ervice, when the 
circumftances of the war might make rt dangerous 
or impracticable to carryon a communication 
with their colonies, and to fupply their naval de
p<lrtment with fuch neceJJaries, as could not be got 
ih their own territories, and without which a na-
val war could not be fupporred. For, amongft 
Qther things, it will appear afterwards, that the 
Kiflg of France affumed a right to licence Dutch 
plips to trade with, or to carry the produce of, 
their iOands, frqm which, in common with other 

na~!o!1s~ they h<ld been ~lways excluded in times 
4 of 
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A. D of peace; and the Dutch, ·In return for that fa-
1756• your, affumed a right, which they pretended to 

claim upon the faith of treaty, with Engladd; to 

carry the goods of our enemies: though at the 
fame time that French ordinance m laid them; and 
all other neutral nations, under the fevereft prohi. 
bition not to carry Britifh property. 

Britilh Great Britain, whofe intereft it was to take the 
meafures. mof!: effectual meafures to defeat the defigns and 

fchemes of France; and whore navy greatly ex .. 
Its navy, ceeded the naval power of that nation in every 
:~l~I~~:;d. circum france ; both as to number of fhips, weight 

of mettal, men, and ftores of all forts; inftead 
of feeking and annoying the enemy; covering 
our colonies, and proteCl:ing our navigation and 
trade; confined the naval firength of this iiland 
to the expenfive and almofr ufelefs cruifing in the 
Bay of Bifcay and in the Mediterranean: and ,[0 

fquadrons at Antigua, the leeward ifiands, and at 

] amaica, inferior to the French under d' Aubigny, 
near the former [brion, and to de Sal vert hovering 
about the latter. 

L:t India There wa'S a fmall fquadron commanded by 
,,:sleEted. Admiral Warron, as related before, in the Eaft 

Indies; bur fa much neglected as if that part of 
the world had been excluded from the common 
bleilings of the adminifrration: for, war had been 
declared upwards of two months, before any fhip 
was rent to give notice of it in that region. ' 

m Dated 8th July 1756• 

Though 
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Though the very 'exiftence of our fugar planta- A. D. 

rions, and our Tobacco colonies in North America, 175
6

• 

depended' upon the fecurity of our fettlements in Afrlic~ d 
neg e~le • 

Africa; from whence they are fupplied with 1a-
b9urers or Oaves: and though the Frtnch had 
begun to encroach upon our rights, on the coaft 
of Guinea, and there was great reafon to appre
hend, they would at length wholly execute the 
fcheme, they had long laid, of getting poffeJlion 
of [he whole; our ignorance of our own intereft, 
or our negligence, or our injudicious parfimony 
had almofi: given them an opportunity to complete 
that work: as will appear from the ftate of our State of 

African fettlements from the, year 1730 to the ~~~ ::~~: 
year 1756 indufive. In 1730 the African com-
pany applied to parliament for relief, and obtained 
10,0001. per annum, till the year 1746, when it 
was fufpended on account of the ruinous condition 
of the company's affairs, they being 130,0001. 

in debt, their forts and caftles in ruins, and their 
credit a~d reputation loft. In 1749, the traders 
to and from Africa, between Cape Blanco and the 
Cape of Good-Hope, were incorporated, by act of 
parliament, but prohibited trading in their corpo-
rate capacity, and from having any transferable 
ftock, or borrowing money on their common real : 
and a majority of a committee of nine ,were em
powered to make orders concerning the forts and 
factories, and to appoint governors and officers n. 

From 

n Thus the old African company was abolifhed. and re
{;cjved in compenfation from the houfe II z, I fZ 1. 3 s. 3 d. for 

~heif 
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From .this time the parliament revived and paid 
the grant of 10,0001. per ann. and increafed that 
fum to 16,0001. per ann. for the fupport and re· 
pair of the forts and fettlements. N everthelefs 
this important coaft was fuffered to run to decay, 
as appears by a true ftate of the forts, at this time, 
in the note below 0; and by the weaknefs of the 
naval power, which did now confift of no more 
than two men of war in thofe feas. So that five 
men of war might have driven the Englifh quite 
out of Africa; to the utter ruin of our fugar co .. 
lonies. 

N. Ameri- Our ftrength on the coaft of North America at 
~l~a:d. fuch a critical juntture (when the intercepting of . 

the e~emies troops and warlike ftores, bound for 
New France, would have anfwered the end of 
a viCtory, and more effectually difconcerted their 
operations on that Continent, than the completeft 

their charters, lands! forts, eaftles, flavei, books, papers, and 
all other effects. See p. 37. Vol. I. 

" I. James Fort in the river Gambia, though mounted with 
36 guns is not able to relift an European enemy. .,.. 

2. Anamaboe Fort, not finifhed. 

~ W' b bF t 6 Not defeneeable agalnft an 
3· Tantumquerry, 13 guns. I . 
'T' !nne a or, I guns. 
5. Accra Fort, 36 guns. European enemy. 

6. Wydah Fort, deferted. 
7· Commenda Fort, 31 guns, I 
8. Succondce Fort, 29 gilns-, Out of repair. 
9· Dix Cove Fort, 30 guns, 

:0. Cape CoaftCafile,40 guns,} 
1 I. Fo:t Royal, 12 guns, Only in a ftate to keep the 
I z. PhlPP'S Tower, five guns, natives in awe. 
I;'. QAnn'sPoint, five guns, 

viClory 
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victory in thofe deferts on the back of our planta- A. D. 

tions; and when Newfoundland was expofed to li56• 

a. furprize from Louifbourg), was fo deficient for 
the fervice required in thofe parts, that we have 
feen the narrow efcape of Holmes's fquadrol1 be-
ing carried into that port. 

The whole attention of the miniftry continued Fleet kept 

fEB to turn upon domefiic defence. The mouth at hame. 

of the Thames and Portfmouth, were the favourite 
ftations' of the capital 1hips, and of greatefi part 
of our navy; while the ocean was left to the care 
of our privateers; under very great encourage-
ments p. 

Our land forces continued upon the increafe, Land 

d . h . d . h ddo forces au"'· augmente Wit new regiments, an WIt a I· mented. '" 

tions to the old ones. But the only ufe to which For what 

fuch numerous troops were put, wa5 to affifr in purpo[e. 

the diffipation of the national trea[ure, by extraor-
dinary parades and encampments,' where there was 
not the leaf!: appearance and expeCtation of meet-
ing with an enemy. The grand trains of artillery, 
which marched, on thofe occafions, from the Tower 
of London, ferved only to confirm the people i9. 
the mean opinion, they entertained of a miniftry, 
that ~ould not by any provocations from the ene-
my, or by the remonf!:rancesof the nation, be in-
duced to make a better ufe of their f!:rength in 
money and arms, than to exhibit raree-iliews at an 
expenee and with an army, that was able to attack, 
and fbould have been employed in vigorous mea-
fures againR the enemy. 

P See Vol. I. page 414' 
The 
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A. D. The fenCe of the nation, on this occaGon; may 
1756• be proper,ly reprefented by the following defcrip-

The fenCe tion of the march of the train through London 
of the na-, . 
tion. to Cobbam, on the 19th of July, given by a po-

litical obferver of that tranfaCl:ion \ "I, fays he, 
and, at leaft, 300,000 more idle [peCtators, can 
vouch for a good round [urn of money laid out 
on the train, which paft from the Tower of Lon4 

don, over the, bridge to the inland village of 
Cobham, in Surry. An expedition, that will eat 
up three or four fuch fums, as the plate and dice 
aCts r can produce; and has been longer in agita
tion than the fuccours for Mahon took up; under 
a miniftry, which at a time they want every 
penny raifed by parliament, and are difireffed 
for ways and means for further fupplies, to repel 
the common enemy, lavifhly throwaway their 
hundreds of thoufands in a field where there is no 
enemy.-Many other difagreeable ideas crowded 
into my thoughts.-But there was one refletl:iotr 
molt predominant, a'ccafioned by the appearance 
of fuch an immenfe croud of fpeCl:ators, that lined 
the ftreets and roads. Could London, early on a 
monday morning, fpare, from the neceffary buft .. 
nefs and caIlings in that metropolis, fo many thou .. 
fands, and Britain be deftitute of ftrencrth to repel 
a foreign enemy? Could a raree-fhew °draw them 
from their occupations, and it be fuppofed they 
would remain paffive, or flee before the invaders 

'1 See Monitor. No. 50. 

r Part of the ways and means for raifing the fl.lpplies in tIre 
laR feffion of parliament.. 

of 
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of their liberty and property? On the contrary, A. D. 

it was with the utmoft pleafure, that I obferved 1756., 

all (;jegrees', and both fexes, yo~ng and old, wifh-
ing for an 0pportunity to give real proofs of their 
loyalty and courage, and that they might live to 
fee the money, they paid in taxes, effectually ap~ 
plied, not in pageantry and mock expeditions, 
but in defence of 'our colonies and fettlements 
abroad: in our commerce and dominion by fea : 
and in a well regulated and difciplined militia." 

So that, if we fum up the whole of the fervice How the 

d . h h ft fi d b l' . great fupone Wit t e va ums grante y par lament plies were 

in the laft fdlion, it amounts to no Imore than expended. 

keeping on foot a large body of mercenaries and 
foreign forces within this kingdom.-An inactive 
campaign in North America, which deprived us 
of the moft importact forts we had to cover our 
plantations, and to frem the power of France, on 
that continent.--A fquadron, on that coaft, not 
able to prevent fuccours from' Old France to 

Louifbourg and Canada.-A total neglect of New
foundland.-Squadrons too weak to refift any at· 
tempt upon our fugar iIJands, and upon our fet
dements on the coaft of Africa.-A fupine neg-
lea: of the Eaft Indies. -A fleet in the Medi
terranean, that could undertake no affair, nor 
find a more important object for its employ, than 
hunting a few Tartans, loaden with p:-ovifions 
for Minorca.-And a frill more inactive fleet 
beaten to pieces' in the Bay of Bifcay.-A few 
cruifers to guard the channel and to watch the 

French perts,. without any fuccefs, except the 

3 furprize 
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furprize of a [mall il1and, near Guernf~y, de
fended by about 100 men, taken by Captain 
How, in the Dunkirk, and three frigates; and 
the capture of a great number of fhips. But with"" 
fuch a negl~a: of our own trade, thar, ourlofs in 
merchant ibips fell very little fhort of the capture$ 
made from the French by both our privateers and 
men of war' .-Our fleets had fled before our ene-

mles; 

• 251 fhips were taken from the French, amongft which 
\ there were the following remarkable fhips: 

The Arc-en-deJ, a mati of war of 50 guns. 
A Martinico-man valued at 250,000 dollars, taken within 

tWO leagues of, Cadiz, by the Experi.ment. 
The Fortune, from Rochfort to Miffifippi, 450 tons, with 

140 foldiers and 30 women. 
The Duke of Anjou with flores, and the Grand St. Udin' 

with 130 foidiers, for Louifbourg. 
Two fhips from the coaft of Africa, with 980 flaves. 
A fhip with provifions for Cape Breton. 
A large French Guinea-man. _ 
One privateer of eight guns, eight fwivels, and 86 men. 

Another of 20 guns, 200 men. Another of 10 guns and90 
men. Another of fix guns, 60 men. Another of 20 guns, 
and 195 men. Another of eight guns, 18 fwivels, 100 men. 
Another drove a-fhore on the 'Bahama iflands. Another of 
eight guns, 10 fwivels, 75 men. Another of four guns, fix 
fwivels, and 40 men. Another of 16 guns, 16 !wivels, anl 
23° men. Three more privateers of 10 guns and 56 men.' 
Another of 12 guns, 12 fwivels, and 24 men. 

A frigate of 36 guns with {lores for Canada. . 
23° fhips were taken within the fame fpace of time by the 

French. Amongn \ypiclr-was the Warwick man of'war of 
60 guns, and four privateers. One fhip with 2~ foldiers for 
New York, and another with 88 people on board for New
foundland. Which, allowing for the differenee of value be-. 

tween 
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mies; we had loft Mahon and Minorca: our A. D. 
troops had be~n . defeated, .and our ftrongeft polts 175

6
• 

had been taken from us, and deltroyed in North 
America; and on..which fide foever we turned, our 
affairs carried a molt difagreeable and ruinous 
afpect. 

Hence we account for thofe reflections, which Remarks 

b h" bl'n d 'on this were now, a out t IS tlme, pu I le concernmg condua. 

the fituation of public affairs. "It will be well, 
faid a great man, if Britain's misfortunes, affect..: 
ing as they are, do but ftop with the fatal 10(s and 
omiffions of the paft unhappy [ummer: for I fea~ 
the natiorral diifatisfaction, [pread throughout there 
kingdoms, will produce fuch political combats, 
as may reltrain our plans of conqueft, andgreatly 
enfeeble the operation; of war. 

" If in times when the miniftry were quite un
embarraffed; when every voice was exalted to 
fultain their efforts; and every nerve was ftrung 
in unifon againft the foe, we have experienced 
fuch unexa~pled negligence and difgrace, what 
in future periods are we to expect; but that the 
very fmall attention, they have hitherto paid to 
holtile affairs, will be further impaired by felf-in
tereft, cabal and party intrigue.-Not one thing 
profpers within the fphere of their action; and 
mifchief and mifery are the effeCts of their per
niciou9'conducL~Accu[ations, alas! in plenty fur
round us.-Ev~ry aCt recOgnizes forne fatal truth. 

·tween the Englilh and Fren~h cargoes, !hews that we had at 
this time little to boaft of~ and that our trade was. much neg
lettl!d. 

VOL. II. D "Let 
IZ 
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A. D. " Let us hope to find among our fenit.ors cor-
1756•. dial. dllty and affeCti~n to his Majefty; fome at 

Nd·~tional t 16aft who in the late language of Prqffia's Mo-ilconten • ,. . . 

I)arch t, will urge and wge again; "That the 
" blood, the treafures and the intereft of this 
" country, have been facrificed, to the fupport 
" of a di'il:reffed and. ungrateful court." Some, 
who will acquaint our amicable and honeft King 
with the wholefome, and animated advice of th,e 
French parliament to their mifguided Sovereign: 
" How happy (fay they) would princes' and na
ce tions be, jf truth alone had only the privilege 
" to approach the throne! perfons league togl;~ 
" ther to deceive their Monarch. They {hew 
" him things in the light, which fuits their 0v:n 
" views. 

" The prince. immured from the world, dif
" ceros not himfe1f the truth ~ he only knows 
., what they relate. Employments are given men 
" unworthy his prefence, and others difmiffed 
" whom he ought to retain. In fpite of innate 
" integrity, in fpite of all his precautions, the 
" beft of princes is betrayed! he becomes the 
" fport and the victim of men, who conceal or 
" adulterate truth! your parliament,.. Sire, owe 
c< you this valuable truth, fo rare, fo much a 
" ihanger in palaces: and they prefent it with.out 
"fear. How criminal w.,Ould not your> parlia
" ment be, if at this junaure they difguifed it! 

t See. the King of Pruffia's motives for preventing the d~ 
figns of .t~court of Vienna. ' 

perhaps 
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cc perhaps it In~ver was more -neceffary to teHit A. D. 

~,' without referve. This is, t~e objeB: of th~ moO: 1756• 
" llumble and, moft refpeCtful remonfirance, we 
U • have tho honour to hring t~ the, foot of your 
~, throne."--" But though the meafures of evil 
is nearly full; let us yet' hope that the time will 
foon arrive, in which thofe gentlemen, by whofe, 
erring conduct, our calamities are brought upon 
llS, will rather than fee the ruin complete, have 
pity on the public weal, ,and fave the finking 
bark. Let us 'require this, the leafi:' of repara'-
tion, and. the mildeft of requefts, that, they will 
now bec~e atoning volunteers for themfelves and 
their country, in withdraw'ing from fcenes of bufi-
nefs, to inactive folitude, that by their councils 
and influence, they, may no longer interrupt the 
fuccefs bf our arms, or farther difgrace the dig-
nified name and annals of this once victorious 
land. 

" Let Minorca and America, oppreffive taxes~ 
and a complaining people, the nation's debt, and 
declining credit, private interefl:, and general fafeey, 
the approaching feffions" and the expiring year, 
all remind and leffon them co obey the precept. 
Then may we, hope to fee victory wait ~pon our 
arms, and peace, in a little time, reach out her 
olive-branc.h, plenty difplay her horn, and glory, 
honour and happinefs, adorn our iOe." 

In the midfl: of this national' difcontent the ad- The Cza. 

vices from Germany increafed am fears. The rinfat ~if-, h 
gu e"wIt 

Emprefs of Ruffia affet1:ed to be highly difcon- G.reat Bl'i-

tented with the trt;:'.lty his' BriGannic Majefty lately tam. 

D 2 made 
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A. D. made with the King of Pruffia,_ witho~t her know. 
175

6
; ledge or her minifters. She went fo far as to: give 

it for' the rea(on of renouncing the late tre~~y ~, 
Renounces with Great Britain. And accordingly {he rejected 
her treaty. the tender of the firO: payment of the f!:ipuJateq 
Accedes ftibfidies. Not only fo, but her Czarilh Majeft1 
!~ :'f~~a- acceded publickly' to the treaty of Verfailles .. .;atld 
France. put thofe very troops in motion to execute t~e 

ichemes laid down by the whole confederac;y 
againft the King of Pnjffia, which Great Britain 
had agreed to take into her fervice w

, in order to 
prevent foreign, efpecially French, troops enter-' 

The Em- ing into Germany. And the motions of the King 
prefs~een f P ill d h' 1: dd 'd . d' il' aflembles 0 ru la, an IS JU en an extraor tnary m, 1-

her forces. tary difpofitions obliged the Emprefs ~een, to 
affemble a more confiderable body of troops, to,be 
ready at all events againft a furprize; whoJcom

Endea- plained, by her minifters at foreign courts, i T~ 
:~~:Jp!~e her good intentions had been mifreprefented, as 
~~~~l~l:; \f the friendly alliance lately concluded betVY~~1l 
treaty with her Majefty the Emprefs QEeen and his motl: 
France. Chriftian Majefty, contained fecret articles, cal

culated for the total fuppreffion of the Protefta~t 
religion, and to influence the election of a King, 
of the Romans, and that, tlpon fuch falfe fug-

Accu festhe ft· h -" ' 
King ef ge lOnS, t ere had been a propofal made for a 
England 1 f I' ft . - . 
and King eague 0 [le prote,' ant courts againfi: the houfe 
of Pnlffia. of Au ftria. . 

This declaration from the,Emprefs Queen was 
anfwered both by the King of Gre<lt Britain, in. 

" See page 135 and 204. w Ibid. 

quality 
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qu'~Jity ofElecror of Hanover, and the King ~f A. D~ 
.. 175 6• 

£?rillTIa: 'by their refpecUve minifters at the Diet 
of~ihe Empire. 

,:' His Britannic Majefty, in quality of EleC1:or ;King of 
En.,.Jand', 

DfHanover or Brunfwick Lunenburg, anfwered, 3nf';..er. 

,~ That he had, with great furprize, heard that 
rome people had, affected to put a wrong COll

[truman upon the object of the treaty of friend-
Chip, which he concluded fome time ago" with 
the King of Pruffia, and that they have even en
deavoured to reprefent it, as a matt~r wherein the 
fiate of religion w~s concerned; that neverthelefs 
the whole Empire was fenfible, he has always 
made it a rule to fupport the rights of each, with .. 
out any diftinCl:ion of perfons; to maintain juftice ;. 
to ehforce the execution of the laws and confti-
tutions of the Empire; toproteCl: its liberties and 
the public peace; and to contribute to keep up 
in the Germanic body fuch a fyftem, as appeared 
mofi conducive to its fafety, That in confeo.1Jence 
of thefe principles, he had neglected notning, 
that might moO: effectually tend to the [upport 
of the houfe of Aufiria, even to the being ready 
to facrifice all that was in his power. That the 
differences, which had rifen between Great Britain· 
and ~ France, about their poffeffions in America, 
having given birth to a defign in the latter power, 
to attack the EleCtoral domini-ons of the houfe of 
Brunfwick Lunenburg; which was fuffiQiently 
known, by the littl<: ~are they took to lJlake a. 

i Se¥ this treaty on p~ge 2 l Q. 

p ~ rnyftery 
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myftery of futh a pt0jeCl:, . fo capable of I creating 
troubles in the Empi~e; his Britannic Majefty~' 
who addreffed himfelf to the Emprefs Qyeen,:r~
quiring the fuccol.lrs :ftipulated' by treaties, was 
not only unable to obtain them, but at the [m 
rime· found the coUrt of'Vienna as little inclined 
to gr-antanotherrequeft, altogetharas re;;lfeliahle.; 
which· was to employ her good ·offices·· towards 
altering the difpofitions of fuch of the frates' of 
the' Empire, as, through indiffere,nc@, feemed to 
fav01..fr, .in fame meafure, that intended invafiotl.' 
Th:lt his Britannic Majefty theveby found himfelf 
uncL:r a neceffity of conCluding an ani~hce -with 
the King of Prnffia, for the fecurity of their re
fpective dor:ninions, as alfo for preferving peace 
and tranquility in the Empire; proteCting. tOO 
1yftem eftablifhed therein, and defending the rights 
and privileg..es of the members of the Germanic 
bpdy; without any prejudice to either. of the reli· 
gions, exercifed in the Empire; the contracting 
parties having had no .views in thilt treaty, but 
fu'eh as were perfeCl:ly confiftent with t'hofe falu~ 
taryobjeC1:s. 

" That while m",tters frood thus, the world was 
furprifed with the unexpeC1:ed event of the treaty· 
of . aljiance, which her Majefty, the Empre[s 
Qyeen' had been pleafed to conclude with a po
tentate, who, for above two centuries paft, has 
difmembereq the m()ft confiderable provinces of 
the Empire; has attacked and invaded her Arch
ducal houfe; has foment~d troubles and' divifion!i 
jn Germany; a.nq. ~as !11<lde fuch me<lI1S fub1er~ 

vien' 
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vient, to her own ambitious views, ,by ut"urping A. D. 
whatever lay convenient for her: that the incon- 'J 756• 

veniencies and dangers, which this new treaty 
maft neceffarily be produCtive of, will; in time, 
be made manifeft; and that as the thing is not 
of fuch a nature, as to require chat one ihould 
any longer make a myftery of ir, his Britannic 
Majefty has thought proper to explainhimfelf 
clearly on this head, in order to diffipate the pre
judices, which may have been' created by falfe 
ideas and fuggeftions." 

Soon, after this dedar~tiori, made by his Uri:. King of 

tannic Majefry, the King of Pruffia made his alfo, Pruffia's 
. • • . ' ,an[wer and 

beglOning with " 111s furpnze to hear the Em::. meafures to 

prefs QEeen endeavouring to per[uade the pubiic, ~::~nt 11 

that he was theaggreffor, and given oecaGon for 
the great military preparations making in her do
'minIOns. To difcover the {aWty of which charge, 
faid he~ it will fuffice to obferve the p<?ints of 
~ime when the motions amongft the forces of each 
'party'began. ' 

" It is notorious, added that Monarch, that 
the court of Vienna began her armaments in 'Bo
hemia and Moravia in 'the beginning of June, 

,f00n after 'ngning the trea.ty with France, "~nd at 
a time, when' neit.her'die"'Emprefs ~leen, nor 
'any of her allies, had any ground to apprehend a 
furprize. That' his PrufIian Majefty had greater 
~eafo.n to be attentive to thefe difpofitions, as he 
received advice, at the fame time, of th~ march 
~f a confiderable' body of Ruffians towards Cour .. 
'!and; and t{}at thofe difpofitions bad determined 

D + him 
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A. D. him to ,detach a few regiments into PomeraOOJ, 
J75

6
. with orders to halt, as foon' as he fhouldhear tllllt 

the Ruffia.ns had marched back. That the pre
.fentarmaments ~o\lld not be afcribed, with· any 
fort of grace, to this motion of the Pru. 
force~; becallfe the milrch of a body of Pruffiaris 
into Pomerilnia ought naturally to give the court 
'ofVienna no ~ore umbrage, than the 'matlCh,of 
fame Auftrian regiments ~oward~ Tufcany, coo)<;} 
give the King of Pruqia, 

(~ That while the preparations of war were car~ 
rying on with the utmoft vigour in Bohemia and 
Moravia, 'his Pruffian Majefty contented himfelf 
with putting his fortreffes in Silefia il1to a pofture 
of defence, ~gain{l a fudden attack, and march~ 
ing fome regiments towards his provinces in Weft
pha1ia. That to that very day 'he had not fent i1 
fingle regiment into Silefifl; that no garrifon ha~ , 
marched O\lt to ta~e th~ field; no camp had been 
formed, neither haq there been any motion made 
towards the territories of the Emprefs ~eel'1. 

That he could appeal for the trqth of thefe f~B:s, 
to the court of Vienna itfelf ~ which ~n its circu," 
l;u. let~er alledged 0111y, \lncertaip reports, th:!:t 
had beep cqnfl,lteq 9Y the event, for no camp~ 
have been formed, nor pitched on, upon the bor
ders of Bohemia or Moravia, as the Empre(s 
QEeen pretended {he" wasinforrned ther!! woul~ . 
be. 

, "That notwithfianding the 1{~ng of Pruffia's 
pacific con duB:, the Emprefs ~een had cont~
'p1Jeq her armaments, !;m1erep, troops., to marcp 

. frqlI1 
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J.rom her rnoft .diftant prQvinces, and afi'embled a '.fl. D. 
formidable;:trmy in Bohemia ;:md Moravia~ Tilat J7Sf!· 
in;fuch a critical junch,lre,-when the court' of 
,Vienna was ftirring up ~ll the powers-in Europe 
-againft the King, c;:alumniating his pr~ceedings'l 
:and giving had interpretations to his mofl inno-
cent meafures; ,when oifenuve meafures we);e. ta,kep 
flgainft ,hirp ; • and the court of Vienna ,was, amaf-
flng w~rli,k~, flpres and provifions in Monlvia and 
Bohemia, making powerful armaments and form .. 
~ng camps of 80,000 men in its dominions: when 
)ines of Hupgarians and Croatians were pofted on 
the frontiers of Si}e!ia, and camps were marking 
put on the Xing's limits: when peace refembled 
war, whilft, at the fame time, the Pruffian troops 
were quiet, and not a tent pitched o.n their fide; , 
the King of fruffia thollghi: it was time for hiI}1 
to, breal< filence; and theti:: military motions ob-
liged hip1. to demand of the coun of Vienna, by 
hisminifter, M. de Klinggraffe, a friendly and fin.-
~ere "explanation~ with regard to thofe military 
preparati9ns: whether they were defign.ed againft 
the l(ing of Pruffia? or, what were the intentions 
of her ~mperial Majefty? But the an[wer given 
~o t~a~ demand being, " That in the prefent 
U juncture the EmprefsQEeen had found it ne-
'J cdfary to rpal\;e arrpawents, as well for her own 
" defence, as f~r that of her allies, and which 
~, did not [end to the prejudice of any body ;'~ 
was [0 very ambigpo';ls, dry and unfatisfacrory. 
~hi1t' it gave his Majefty a fufpicion of a deGgn 
forQl~d' againft his dominioQs: efpecially as the 

preparaQ 
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A., D .. (preparations in Bohemia and Moravia vyere canti. 
175

6
• nued, and doubled: That, things being tp'us'Cir~ 

cumftanced~ it was natural for the Kin:g of Pruf
-rm to confult his own intereft and fafety; and that 
"he believed; no body could juftly blame him for 
taking mea{ures to avoid' being furprized and 
crulhed in his own territories. 

" He further challenged the court of Vienna 
to point out any other object of t~e King of 
Pruffia's armaments, but the defence and feeu
riey of his own dominio~s.' But that it was very 
eafy to difcover fame other views, than felf-de
. fence and fecurity in the armaments of the Im
perial court: and that he frill left it to the choice 
of the Emprefs Queen, to have peace or war. 

" The King of Pill.ffia, he faid, being diifatif
fied with the Eniprefs~een's firft anfwer, or
dered his_minlfter to demand a caragorical expla
nation from that Princefs; wherein he expreJfed 
himfelfto this effeCt: That if her Imperial Ma
jelly's .pacific intentions were really as pure and 
lineere, as fhe pretended, in all places, they were, 
it would be eafy for her to convince the King of 
Prufiia thereof: that fhe need only give his mi
nifter a clear, precife declaration, free from all 
ambiguity and equivocation, and that would' re
flare the public tranquility. And further, that 
he was willing to believe, on the affurances of her 
Majefiy, the Emprefs ~een, that her late treaty 
with his moll: Chriftian Majefiy <;ontaiQed no 
other articles, but what had been publifh~d; and 
that he promifed himfdf, from the integrity of 

her 
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her 'Imperial Majefty, that the would ~gree to no 
projefl, that might be contrary to Protei!antifm :. 
~llt that !he could not be'diffatisfied to ,find the 
proteftant princes upon their guard in fuch a cri
tkal juaCture, as the prefeht, wh~n"thevalidity 
of ~heaCl: of fectlrity, given by the he~editary 
;Prince of Heffe Cafre!, .for' maintainmgthe efta
bli!hed religion, is openly attacked, -anCl a difco
very has been made ~of the [ecrct intrigues of 
CountPergen, the Emperor's minifter, and of 
13a-ron Kurt.;rock, to carry off that Prince, and to 
take him from under the authority oft the Land
grave e>f Heffe Caffel, his father; who had pllb
lickly complained thereof,but couI,d obt:iin no fa
tisfatl:ion,&c." 

. His Prdffian Majefty being re~dy to hike the 
field 'at all events, ordered' M. Klinggraffe to re
prefeflt to the Emprefs ~een, " That after his 
tnafter 'had dHfembled, as long as he thought con-

. fiftent with his fafety and his glory, the' bad de~ 
Egns, imputed to the Emprefs, he could notl fuf
fer himfelf longer to difguife any thing; and that 
he had orders to inform her, That the King was 
acquainted with. the offenfive projeCts formed, by 
tpe -two COl/fts, at Peneriburgh: that he knew 
they had engaged to atta.ck him unexpeCtedly with 
rheirunited force; the Emprefs ~een fupplying 
80,000 men, and the Czarina 120,000: and that 
~his defign had been deferred hitherto, for no other 
rearon, than the want of recruits for the Ruffian 
;l.rmy, and mariners for their fleet, and the de
(eft: of ~om jn Liv9ni~~ neceJfarr for their fup-

port : 
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port: that the King once more.made the Emprefs' 
the offer of peace or war: that if fhe chafe peace, 
he expefred a clear and formal declaration, J con-· 
ftning of a pofitive aifurance, that {he had no in
tention to attack the King either this year, or the 
next: and that he fhould look upon any ambigu .. 
ous anfwer, as a declaration of war. 

The Emprefs QEeen difdaining, as fue -raid, to 
be thus dictated to by a Prince of the Empire, 
returned a more haughty, and lefs 'fatisfactory; an: 
fwer to [0 juft and equitable a demand, than the' 
former; and in [uch terms, as left no doubt. of 
the bad intentions of the (:ourt of Vienna. She 
retorted llpon the Xjng of Pruffia the 3cc\lfatioQ· 
of military preparations: " His Majefty the King 
qf Pruffia, faid !he, had been Cl,lready employed,· 
for fome time, in all kinds of the moft confider ... 
~ble preparati;ns of war; and the moil di[quiet~ 
ing, with regard to the public tranquility ; when 
on the twenty-fixth of laft month, th~t Prince 
thought fit to Qrder exp!;lOatiops ~ be demanded· 
of her MajeUy, the Empre[s QEeen, upon the 
;nilit~ry difpofltions, which were making in her 
PQminions~ and which had not b~en refolved 
upon, till after. all the preparationsl which hi$ 
Pruflian Majeil:y hl:j.d already made." She appeal
eo. for the truth of thefe facts to all Europe: anq 
then continued ~nd [aid, ,~ That her Majefty, th~ 
Emprefs ~een, might h:we declined giving e~
planations upon objects, which did no~ require 
them; that however !he had been pleafeq to do 
it~ 'lnc!. to declare w~th her own mouth, to .1.'4. 

Klin&gra.ffe~ 
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Klinggraffe, in the audience fhe had granted to' 
hi~Qn the· 26th of July," " That the critical, 
"fta~e' of public affairs made her "look upon_the 
" O1eafures, which fhewas taking, as necelfary for 
"her own fafety, and that of her allies:' and 
"that, ~n other refpeCts, they did not tend to the 
"prejudice of anyone: that her Majefty, the 
" Emprefs ~een, had undoubtedly aright to 
" form what judgment fhe pleafed on the circum
" fiances of the times: and that it belonged like
" wife' to none but herfelf, to eftimate' her dan
" gers: That befides, her declaration was fo dear, 
" that fhe could never have it imagined,'. that -it 
" could be thought' otherwife: That' 'being ac
" cuLlomed to receive, as well as to praCtife, the at
" tentions, which fovereigns owe to e'ach other. 
" fhe could not hear without aftoniihment, and 
u; the jufteft fenfibility, the contents of the memo
"rial prefented Y by M. Klinggraffe: That this 
" memorial was fuch, both as to tne matter, 3:J1d' 
" the expreffions, that her Majefty, the Emp~efs 
" Q,yeen, would find herfelf under a neceffity' to 
" tranfgrefs the bounds of that moderation, wHicIi 
". the had prefcribed herfelf, were fhe toanfwec 
" the whole of' the contents. But neverthelefs, 
" the was pleafed, in anf wer thereunto, to declare, 
~'That the informations, given to his Pruman_ 
4' Majefty, of an offenfive alliance againft him7 
" between her Majefty, the Ernprefs ~een, and 
" her Maj:fty, -. the Emprefs of Ruffia; as alfo, 

r On the 20th of July. 
"aU 
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" alt the cir.cumftances. and. pret:ended frip~Iatianl 
" of the (aid .. alliance~, wereabfolutely 'fa~re and 
" inve~ted; ~d tha,t no fuch treaty againft. his 
~, Pruman Majefty did~~ut> or ever had exiftedJ: 
" anci concluded with retorting the dreadful events 
" of the war.' upo~ his'Pr~ffian MajeUy,'~ > 

The'moment his Pruffian Majefiy was advifed 
of this conduCt and refolution of the court of 

Kingof Vienna, he gave orders for his troops to enter 
Pruffia's Sax0I:'lY; determined, if he was obliged to enter 
troops or-
dered to into a war, to remove the calamities thereof, as 
enter 
Saxony. far from his owndo1l1inions-, into the, enemy's 

rountry~ as·he pollibly could. 
When this vigorous fiep had fuewn the Emprefs 

Queen that he was refolved not to be trifled~ith, 
the King qf Prum,a, hoping that his reacdinefs for 
a war, and his immediate taking the field, might 
bring her to a better fenfe and difpolition, he once 

King of more applied by his minifier at Vienna, with a 

~f~~:;! promife to recall his forces; provided !he would 
attempt to folemnly declare that his dominions !hollld not' be 
prevent a . 
war· invaded. But this was productive of no better 

effect, than his former demands. He accordingly 
proceeded with his army. 

Remarks Let us fiop a moment, and duely weign the 
on the an- f. . b 1 E r. ('),. I d . d fwer given an wer gIven y t le mprelS '<..Yeen to t le eman 
by theEm- of the King of Pruffia; to which that Kina did 
pre[sQ!:leen ' • 0 
totheKing afcnbe the neceffity of having recourfe to arms j 

of PruJlia. d h' I l' dl d an on w lC) was ,m e the flames of a long 
and bloody war. 

The Emprefs QEeen appeals to' all Europe for 
the truth of certain facts, to which fue affixes a 

primary 
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primarx hoRile intention, difpofition. and prepara-
tion in "the king of Pruffia. Thefe tacrs amount 
to no more than the march of four regiments of 
PruffiaI1s 'into Pomerania, on advice'. that' the 
Ruffians. were very numerous and in motion upon 
the frontiers of that part of his dominions, in the 
month. of' J llne; and his, orders alfo to put the for
treifes' of that counry, into a ftate of defen~e. Which 
is a moll weak fact or reafon to be affigned for the 
alfembling 80,000 Aullriaris in Bohemia andMora~ 
via; though it is here taken. up to palliate th~ bad 
intentions. of the court of Vienna. The King of 
Pruffia did al[o fend three regiments of foot from 
W~fl:pq.alia to Halberfl:adt, when he learned, that 
the Aullrian army was aifembled in ,Bohemia. 
But he did not Qrder a lingle regiment into Silefia; 
keeping his troops quiet in their garrifons, with
out horfes and other neceiTaries for an army, which 
is to encamp, or preparing for an invafion, that 
he might avoid every thing, that could give um
brage to the court of Vienna. 

However the Aullrians having caufed another 
camp to be marked out near a town, named Hot
zenplotz, on a fpot of ground laying between the 
fortreifes of N eiIfe and Cofel, and their army in 
Bohemia making dirpofitions to occupy the camp 
of Jaromits, within four miles of Silefia; the 
King of Pruffia though t it time to, take fuch fieps 
towards providing for his own fafery and fupporting 
his dignifY, as in wifdom, good policy and power 
he was able ~ whereby his Majefty was fo far from 
defetving the imputation of any offenlive intentio,n 

againn 
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A. D. againfl: the Houfe of Aufiria, that; . it is evident, ' 
J756. he contented himfelf with negociating, while 

the Emprefs ~een was diligently and vigorouOy 
arming againfi him ; and chat his military prepa
rations were only in confequence, and far from 
being equal, to thofe of the Aufirians. So that 
the appeal to faas, on which the court of Vienna 
laid fo much firefs, recoils with greater force 
againft themfelves:. and fets their ill defigns in a 
much fuller ligh~. 

Where her Imperial Majefty a1ferts that fhe had 
given the Pruffian refident a clear dec1aratiqn in 
anfwer to his memorial, it is very evident, that it 
was impoffible from thence to underfiand who were 
meant by her allies, threatned with war? For, it 
could not be thought, that the King of Pruffia 
would be fo \veak, as to attack either France, or 

Ruffia, wrth only the four regiments fent into 
Pomerania. Or, is it very clear, that the Em
prefs Queen would not attack Pruffia, by faying, 
!he did not intend to prejudice any body. His 
Maje~y only defired that he might, by name, be 
affured to reign unmolefred by her arms: and as 
fhe refufed to give him that affurance, her declara
tion was not clear, and he was jufrified to take 
fuch meafures, as he was able, to defend himfelf, 
and to put it out of the power of his enemy to 
hurt him. 

But the Emprefs ~een condefcendeth to de
clare, That all the circumfrances and ftipulationi 
of th~ alliance with Ruffia, pretended to be de
ftrUalVe to Pruffi:r, were abfolutely' falfe and in-

vented. 
1 



Tit E LATE W A R~ 

vented. To be fure this is:a cl&ar or direct aceur~~ 
ing the King of Pruffia of afferting a fal!hood~ 
aoo' a fi&ion of his own. But itis to,be feared, 
thflt, lnotwit}qf\:anding this accufation or deClara
tion-comes from the mouth of an Emprefs~een, 
it will be found to ~arryin it an equivocation or 
mental refervation unbecoming the meaneft {ub
ject. If we examine this daufe upon drcumftan
ces only, it will be found that there was certainly 
a concert or confpiracy between the two Empre1fes~ 
againft fame body. In the'beginning of June the 
Ruffian troops approached the frontiers ofPruffia. 
An army of 70,000 men was formed in Livonia~ 
at the fame time the Auftrians affembled in Bo
hemia, _ under the name of an army of obferva
tion: and when the Ruffian troops received orders 
to return into their quarters, not being able to 
march forward' for want of corn; the Auftrian 
camps were alfo put off tiII next year. But his 
Pruffian Majefty had more fubftantial proofs of 
the confpiracy formed between Auftria, Ruffia, 
and Saxony againft his perfon and dominions ~ a 
confpiracy, that had been forging ever fince the 
year 1745 "', 

His Pruffian Majefty had in his own poffeffion 
motl: authentic proofs of their treaties, at th<lt 
very time, he ordered his refident at Vienna to 
intimate his knowledge ,of thofe dangerous prac~ 
tic~ betv,:een the two Empre1fes and Saxony, for 
bia.ruin; which !hall appearjn their proper place; 

Z See Vol. 1. page 262, 263, z64~ 
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but he would have been contented to hear the 
court of Vienna reduced to the neceffity of deny ... 
ing projeCts, which could do no honour to their 
moderation; and to ib.ve off a bloody and ex
pen five war, with a promife not to be attacked 
either in that, or in the next year. 

This requeft, not to be molefted for two year5, 
by one, that had a right to claim the fecurity of 
peace by the faith of treaty, he had not violated, 
and was defirous to keep, was far from being im
pertinent or imperious; and it was the moft effen ... 
tial article in the memorial. It was a matter of 
right; and a condition, without which war muft 
certainly commenc~: yet this is the precife article 
to which no manner of anfwer was given. A 
file nee, that fufficiently difcovers the real inten; 
tions of the court of Vienna. 

Endea- Thus, the court of Vienna, by haughty and 
vO'k

1rs 
tho difdainful anfwers, endeavoured to provoke the ma e t e 

King of Pruffian monarch to feek for fafety by the way of 
fu~~. . 
aggrelfol". arms; m order (as we have feen m the conduCt 01 

France towards Great Britain) to find a pretext t9 
throw the breach of faith upon him. And he 
was, in the end, obliged to aCt in an hofiile cha~ 
raCter: but neither Pruffia, nor Great Britain, 
can be deemed aggreffors, where States or Poten~ 
tates are deteCted in hofiile praCtices or intrigues', 
under the fecurity of the facred name of peace ~. 

The 

a ByaggreJjioll, is underftood every aCl, which is diametri. 
cally oppofite to the fenfe of a treaty.of peace. An offenfivc 
league i-the ~irring up of enemies, and prompting them t( 

mak~ 
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The Piufiianarmy put into motion, his Ma· A. D6' 
17 C , 

jelty's Allinifter at Drefden demanded b a private King~of 
audience of the King of Poland EleCtor of Saxon y, Pruita de

and :delivered himfelf to this effect,~' Th.at his rffa~~ for 
royal mafter the King of Pruffia, findmg hlmfelf IS army 

.. through 
obliged by the Emprefs ~leen to attack her, and Saxony, 

to march into Bohemia through the territories of 
Saxony, . he accordingly in the name of the King 
of Pruffia, demanded a paifage thr<>ugh the eleCl:o. 
ral dominions of his Polifh Majefty, promifing 
that they fhould obferve the ftriCl:eft difcipline, and 
take all the care of the country, that the circum
frances would permit; and that his PoIiib Majefty 
and his royal family, might at th~ fame time de-
pend upon being in perfect fafery, and of having 
the greateft refpect paid them 01) the part of his. 
Pruman MajeUy. He then added, that there 
could be no room' for furprife that the King of 

make war upon another power ;-defigns of invading another 
Prince's dominions ;-a fudden irruption :-All thefe diffe
rent circumftances are fo many aggrejJions; although the laft, 
only, can be properly called an hoJlility. 

Whoever prevents there aggreffions, may commit hoJlilities ; 
but is not the aggre.Jfor.-In the fuccefiion-war, when the 
troops of Savoy were in the French army in Lombardy, the 
Duke of Savoy made a treaty with the Emperor againft 
France:":::"The French difarmed there troops, and carried the 
war into Piedmont :-It W;lS therefore the Duke of Savoy, 
who was the aggre.Jfor;- and the French who committed the 
firft hoJlilities.-The league of Cambray was an aggrejJion ;
If the Venetians had, then, prevented their enemies, they 
would have committed the lirft hrjiilitiei; but they would not 
have been the aggre.Jfors. 

~ On the z9th of AUgllfl:. 

Ez Pruffia 
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A. D. Pruffia th9l11d take fuch mea[ures, at the prefelilt ' 
1756• conjunCtijre, as might prevent a return of \Yhat 

happened in the year ] 744; and that the necemty, 
which the King his mafter was under of aCting in 
this manner, could only be imputed to the calami ... , 
tyof the time~, and to the behaviour of the court 
of Vienna." 

His Polifu His Polifh Majefty, confcious of the private 
Majefty's engaoaement~, between himfelf and the confederate 
conduCl: 
and an- Empreffes, againft the King of Pruffia, and of 
fwer. fi d d h his own inability to di pme the eman made yy 

the Pruffian minifter, anfwered, "That, as he 
was at peace with all the world, and under no en
gagement relative to the prefent object, with any 
of the po..yers aftually at war, or with any of thofc 
about to enter into it, he did not expect a requifi..J 
tion in the form it had been made to him, neither 
could he conceive the end of making fuch a de .. 
claration; but that he fhould give an anfwer upon 
this fubject in writing, and hoped that his Pruffian 
Majefty, contenting himfelf with a quiet palfage, 
would neither forget the refpect,due to a.fovereign" 
nor that, which all the members of the Germanic 
body reciprocally owe to each other." 

But, dreading the confequences of admitting 
the army of a doubtful friend, and of a Prince, 
who had thrown out fufficient hints of the difco
veries he had made in the negociations of the 
Saxon cabinet, to his prej udice, his Polifh Ma-

Afftmbles jerry colletl:ed his whole force, with all the dili
his troops. genee his cireumftances would permit, in order 

to command fome refpect, and, at leaft, to make 

fome 
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fome frand againfr the worft attempts, till his A. D. 
1756~ 

confederates might fend him fuch relief, as the 
nature of his diftrefs and of their common cau[e 
required. The[e troops already rai[ed, as the 
King of Pruffia had intelligence, to favour the de
fignsof the high contraCting powers againft his 
Majefty, were ordered to fortify themfelves in 
theftrong fortrefs of Pima. 

In the mean time his Polifh Majefty ordered a Giyes a 
. . wntten an-

written anfwer to be delivered to M. de Malzahn, fwer to the 

which declared, " That his 'Majefty the King of ~.~&:,~ 
Poland, defiring nothing more ardently than the demand. 

peace of the Roman Empire, was extremely ·dif-
pleafed to hear of the differences between the 
Houfe of Auftria and Brandenburgh, fo as to oc-
cafion the march of the Prllman troops into Bo-
hernia: but that he did not tefufe the tequifition 
of a paifage for thefe troops through his domi-
nions, provided they did no damage in their 
march; and that his Polifh Majefty did rely for 
this, and that the Pruman troops fhould obferve 
a .firid: difcipJine, upon the declaration of his 
Pruman Majefty." He further [aid, " That he 
expected his Pruffian Majefiy fhouJd p'revioufly 
make known at what time, through what place, 
and in what nllmbers,his troops were to pars, in 
order that the King of Poland might appoint com
miifaries, and give them inftructions how to di-
red: the troops in their march: that he hoped his 
Prllman Majefty, as a friend and goqd neighbour, 
~ould pay a regard to the bad fituation of the 
country, and the fcarciey occafioned by the indif. 

E 3 ferent 
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ferent harvefr, that year; that he would caufe 
ready money and a market' price to be paj'd by his 
trdops for every thing his troops might' want f 
and that he would let their fray be as iliort as pof
fible." Then his Polilh MajeUy confeffed hi:; fur., 
prize at his Pruffian Majefry's obferving in his ~ 
declatation, that the reflection of what happened 
in the year 1744 iliould occafion his taking mea~ 
fures ;gainfr the like events; the difference of the 
fituation of affairs, at that time and this, being very 
great. For the King of Poland has the frrongeft 
reafons to keep freadfaftly to the treaty of Drefden;' 
in conformity to which he had affiduoufiyappIidJ 
himfelf to cultivate the friendiliip ·of the neigh": 
houring powers, and that upon this principle he 
fla.ttered himfelf, that the King of Pruffia would) 
reft fatisfied of his intention not to take any part in 
tbe differences that have arifen between his PrujJian 
Majejly and the EmpreJs ftueen; which he had aI. 
ready feveral times declared to the Pruffian mini. 
frer, and did confirm by there prefents: conclud. 
ing, that fuch {hong afi'urances, as thefe, ought 
to fatisfy the King of Pruffia, and prevent his 
requiring any thing of his Polifh Majefty, or his 
[ubjects, contrary to the liberty of a Prince of the 
Empire, or that iliould oblige him to have re. 
courfe to the Germanic body and the guarantees 
-of the tr~aties of the peace~ for the due execu
tion of thofe treaties <''' 

The 
C This declaration was rent to the King of Pruffia by Lord 

Stormont, the Bri~iih miniiler, accompanied by the Count 

of Salmont, 'one of the Saxon mininers. His PrulIian Ma

jelly 
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1;he . iQlincerity and fallacy of this declaration ~. ~. 
was tOO palpable to efcape the difcernment of his 75 

Pruffian Majefry, already in poffeffion of the real ~f:;~y 
intentio1l,s, and inimical agreement of the court ~~efr~ffi~. 
of Drefden, with the Emprefs ~een and the 
Emprefs of Ruffi~: and as it was the very thing 
he expetted in anfwer to his requifition, his Ma-
jefry had taken fuch previous meafures, as to be 
prepared immediately to execute the firfr part of 
his plan, which was to difarm one of his moft Reafons 

d ' . 1: h' S ld b for feizing angerous enemIes: lor, t 0 axony cou not e, upon 

looked, ,upon in a capacity to cope with the ~rength Saxony. 

o(Pruina, the contiguity of the Elector's domi· 
niaps with Brandenburg, and the fituation of rha,[ 
E.;lectorate was, fuch, that it would have been a 
o:>ntiQual inlet far the confederates, and a barrier 
againfr his Pruffian Majefry's attempts upon Bo-
hernia:, fo that by feizing upon Saxony, his Ma-
jefty got clear of an almoft domefric foe; opened 
a ready way into Bohemia; and fecured a re-

jelly received them very politely, heard tbeir prciporaIs, and 
told them, " That he heartily wilhed the King of 'Poland 
would confirm thefe fentiments by his aetiQns : ' That he de~ 
fired nothing more, than the neutrality propofed to his Polilh 
Majefty; '~ut th,at in order to render that neutrality more {e-
cure' and lefs liable to variation, it would be proper for his 
Polilh Majefty to feparate his army, and to fend the troops 
he had affembled at Pirna, back into quarters; and that~ 
after he had given this proof of his upright intentions, he 
himfelf would take a pleafure, by an equal condefcenfion, in 
fuewing an equal difpofition to give real marks of his friend_ 
fhipfor his Polifh_Majelly, and to concert with him, what 
riu;afures might be proper to be taken. according to the fitua. 
tion of aff.lin, 

E4 treat 
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A. D. treat in cafe of a mifcarriage. Be that as it will; 
1756. the fate of Saxony was determined to anfwer the 

defigns of Pruffia. . 
Refoltltion His firft objeCt, therefore, being to difarm the: 
to I difarm . Sai{on troops, already formed in a body, with 
t le Saxons. . ' , • 

their King at their head, he was to dnve them 1I1tO 
fuch a fituation, as might difable them from 
aCtion, or from joining either the Auftrians or 
Ruffians, in cafe of an attempt, from either, or 
both of thofe powers, to fuccour and ref cue the 
Ki-ng of Poland; as he had teafon to expeCt would 
be done. In this expeCtation, the King of Poland 
with his two fons, Xaverius and Charles d, retired 
from Drefden, as a place the leaft tenable, and 
fled before his invader to a camp between Pirna 
and Konigftein, entrenched and provided with:a 
numerous train of artillery, deemed impregnable~ 
and the only place in his electorate to make a ftand 
againft a formidable enemy, and to preferve ,a 
communication with his ally the ~een of Hun
gary e. And in this opinion the King of Prutna 

. , 
, d The ~een and the. reft of the royal fam~ly remaineg al 
Drefden. 

e The Saxon army h,aving been raifed, and this fironE 
camp marked out and fortified, in fo extraordinary a manner 
when no enemy appeared, to require fuch an arrname.nt., give! 
great reafon to fufpea the pacific intentions of the King 0 

Poland towards Prufiia; and that finding by the dernalllL 
made by the Prufiian )'eJident at Vienna, that the intrigue 
and agreement of Saxony to his prejudice were difcovered 
th~ King of Poland, confcious of his own guilt, had takel 
thl: rneafure to provide for his own fafety againft fucn a viti 
tatlon.' 

proceede( 
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proceeded with his operations. He entered Sax
ony at the head of an army powerful enough to 
drive his Polifh Majefty from his capital; which, 
at all events, he was r~folved to get into his pof.. 
feffion, it being the only place to find the ori. 
ginals of thofe copies he had obtained, of the 
confederacy againft him; and he arranged the 
reft of his ,troops in fuch a manner, as to give 
no fufpicion of their real deftination to favour his 
defigns upon the fortrefs of Pima: his chief com
manders themfelves not being trufted with any 
more than temporary inftl1uctions for their mo
tions. 

73 

Thus, while the main army was employed in Meafures 

the furprife of Drefden, and reducing the open !or fe\cur-
Illg t le 

country, and the untenable places, to the Pruffian Faires to-

d .. fide bI . 1:. d wards BoOml010n; two con 1 ,ra e armies were iorme hemia, &c. 

in Upper and Lower Silefia, to occupy the paffes 
communicating with the circles of BunczIaw and 
Konigin-Gratz: be fides another body affembled 
at Glatz. By which means he could cover Silefia 
from any attempts made by the Auftrians; and he 
could ad,,:ance into Bohemia, without: interruption, 
in cafe he found it necelfary to meet the enemy on 
their own territories; one of which feemed to be 
the moft probabJe intention of his Pruffian Ma .. 
jefty: but this difpofition was no more than ~ 
piece of· gOCi>d generaHhip, to keep the enemy 
fixed upon a wrong and diftant object, while his 
Majefty gained time to carry his main defign into 
-execution. So that, when Prince Ferdinand of 
Brunfwick, entrufted with the command of 'the 

forces 
I 
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A. D. forces upon the frontiers of Bohemia, was ad..: 
175

6
• 'vanced to Gros-Kugel, and not before, he had, 

inftruCtions to ttIrn off, and to take the rout of 
Leipfic: and, when he had. got poifeffion of this 
city, he received further orders, to continu~ his 
march along the Elbe, to get behind Pirna" to 

To cut off cut off the avenues, through which the Saxon 
a~lco~mu- army was fupplied with provifions, and to attempt 
mcatlon , 
with the every thing to drftrefs and fhut the Saxons up,. 
:~;~ and to prevent their junction with, and their re~ 

lief from the Auftrians. All which that Prince. 
performed in the moil: precife and effectual man
ner, for the fervice of his royal mafter. 

King of When the King of Pruffia entered the Saxon 
PJ'uffia's territory, he publifhed a manifefto, " pleading the manifell:o. 

neceffity, to which he was driven by the equivocal 
condut1: and dangerous views of the court of Vi
enna, for taking fuch a difagreeable refolutioll to 
enter the hereditary dominions of his Polifh Ma .. 

'jefty, Elet1:or of Saxony, with an armed forc~: 
and at the fame time protefting, in the prefenc~ 
of God and man, that nothing fhould have in-:-. 
duced him to take fuca a ftep againft a Prince, for. 
whom he had the greateft perronal refpeCt and. 
friend1bip, had he not been forced thereuntc:> by! 
the laws of war, the fatality of the prefent, com
binations, and the neceffity of providing for the, 
defence of his own dominions. He then put the 
Saxons in mind of his tendernefs towards their 
Sovereign, in the year 1744,. and remonftrated' 
againft thofe councils, which engaged him to,' fa .. 
vQur the enemies of Pruffia: ~dding" th~t it w~. 

from 
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from theapprehenfions of being expofed again to Ao D, 
their intrigues, he was compelled to pur[ue fuch 1756~ 
meafures for his own fafety, as prudence had' 
diCtated: but at the fame time, he affirmed, in 
the moft folemn manner, that he entertained no 
hofrile intention againft his Polifh Majefry, or any 
of his dominions: that his troops did not enter 
Saxony as enemies, being under command to ob~ 
ferve the 'beft order and moft exatl: difcipline: and 
concluded with protefrations of his ardent willies 
for the happy moment, in which he might reftore 
the public tranquility, and his Polilli Majefry's 
hereditary dominions, which he was obliged to 
feize by way of pledge for his own fafety." 

At Leipfic Prince Ferdinand apologized for his Prince Fer-

h fr O, 00 b h d cl ° or: 11.. dinand's ole VI It, Y anot er e aratIOn or manllello, 'declara-

" which promifed in the name of his Pruffian tion, .&co 
, at Lelpiic. 

Majefty, to confider and defend the Saxons, as 
if they were his own fubjects; and he affured 
them, That he had given precife orders for his 
troops to obferve exatl: difcipline." But the fe
verity, with which the following refolutions of 
thefe vifirors, under the name of friends, were 
attended, foon convinced them, that his Pruman 
Majefty was determined to treat that eleCtorate in 
the fame manner, as the dominions of an open 
enemy. 

His firft mark of friend1hip exhibited itfelf in 
~n order for the inhabitants of Leiplic to provide 
his army with provifions, at a lofing price, on pain 
of military execution. This was immediately fol
lowed, in the evening of the fame day, by an or-

der 
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A· D. der for the payment of all taxes and cuftoms to 
1756. the King of Pruffia; by feizing on the cuftomw 

houfe and excife-office; and by obliging the mer
chants to open the magazines of corn arid meal 
for the ufe of his army. 

~ing of At Drefden, which city had been deferred by 
rudffiaa's the King of Poland, and his military power; and 

con u at 
Drefden, was entered without oppofition by the King of 
towards d d b h' M' ft the <eccn. Pruffia; an officer was or ere y IS aJe Y to 

wait upon the ~een of Poland, with the firongeft 
. aifurances of refpeCl: and fecurity for her perron 
and family; but foon after he returned with a 
peremptOry demand for the keys of her hufband's 
royal archives, cabinets and treafures: To which fhe 
was at laft forced to fubmit, notwhithftanding her 
utmoft endeavours to divert his Pruffian Majefty 
from fuch a violent and unprecedented attion, un-

Ere.:1:s a cler the roof of her own palace. His Majefty 
n~w admi. ordered the fortifications of Wirtemberg to be 
mlhatlon, 
&c. blown up; and Torgau to be fortified, at which 

place he eftablifhed the feat of government un
der a Pruffian miniftry f: for the fame officer, 
who demanded the keys of her Polifh. Majefty, 
acquainted the minifters of fiate and members of 
the council, that the King of Pruffia fhould have 
no occafion for their fervice; but would appoint 
proper perfons to fill, and difcharge the duties of 
their places and offices. Baron Wyllech was ap-

/fW 
f All offices for public bufinefs, belonging to the Ptuffian 

army. were eftabJilhed here. The calh and treafure of the 
army was kept here, and this was the place where contriba· 
tiom am! duti<;s of all kinds were ordered to be paid. . 

. pointed 
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pOinte~ the Pruffian governor of Drefden; he A. D. 

rnade prifoners of all the Saxon officers found in . 1750. 

that city, and obliged them to [wear not to ferve ~~i:~~ ~!; 
againft the King his mafr-er, before they coold be on offic~:s 

and mlll
releafed; and he tranfported down the Elbe to fary impli. 

Magdeburgh all tbe artillery,' arms and Qther mi- ments. 

litary frores., which had been privately laid up in 
" the arfenals and magazines of the capital. 

The King of Pruffia, keeping his eye frill prin- His head 

cipally upon the military power of Saxony, which quartenl. 

had coDped themfelves up juft in the fituatlOn he 
hoped to find them, fixed his head quarters at 
Se.idlitz, about half a German league from the 
Saxon camp at Pirna; Jo as to be at hand to in- Advanta

tercept all convoys of provifions for that camp, geous can· 
tonment oj 

and to favour the operations, with which he had his tl'001'5. 

charged Prince Ferdinand of Bnmfwic, who, as 
obferved before, had marched along the Elbe, and 
formed a chain with the royal" army, that ex-
tended on the right towards the fronti~rs of Bo-
hemia, feifed the paifes, thadead to the circles of 
Satz~r and Leutmeritz in that kingdom, where 
Prince Ferdinand took poft without refiftance. ' 

Such was the diftrefs of the Saxons, when his King of 

Polifh Majefty applied, in a memorial addreifed ~l:a:~.'of 
to all the courts in'ttmity with Saxony, for redrefs, S.axony's 

h' h h d h' h r. ft'] d cIrcular W IC was couc e muc In t e lame 1 e an memorial 

manner, as that ad~reifed to their High Mighti- ~!:~:~ro. 
neffes, by the Saxon minifter at the Hague. ceedings. 

" To reprefent to YOll, high and mighty Lords, 
" a ftare free, tranq~il and neuter, invaded by 
" an enemy, who covers himfelf under .the name 

" of 
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" of friendlhip; who without alledging the leaft 
" complaint, or any pretenfions whatfoever; but 
" governing himfelf folely by his conveniency, 
" makes himfeJf mafter, by armed force, of all 
" the towns, and even of the capital; difmantles 
" places, fuch as Wirtemburgh; fortifies others, 
" fuch as Torgau: this is but a feeble fketch of 
" the opprefiions under which the faithful fub
" j~Cl:s of his Majefty groan; the burghers dif
" armed; the magiftrates carried off to ferve as 
" hoftages for the unjuft and enormous contri
" butions for provifions and forage g: the public
" coffers feifed, the revenues of the Electorate
c.' confifcated; the arfenals of Drefden, of Leip
~, fie, of Weifenfels and of Zeift broke open, the 
" artillery and the arms plundered and tranfported 
" to Magdeburg; yet all thefe were no more than 
" preliminaries to the unheard of indignity offered 
" to the ~een; whofe virtues alone ought to 
" have commanded refpect from her very ene
"mies. It was from the facred hands of that 
'" Princefs the archives of ftate were forced, by 
" menaces and violence; notwithftanding the fe
" curity, which her Majefty might promife to 
" herfelf, under the protection of all laws human 
" and divine; and notwithftanding the reiterated 
" affurances given to her in the name of the King 

g The deputies, that went from Leipfic to prince Ferdi. 
nand's head quarters, were cc;>nduCl:ed to Torgau, and there 
de:ained. as fecurity for the obedience of the regency of 
Lelpfic, and for the plyment of the duties and contributions 
of that city. 

" of 
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" of Vruffia, that not only her perf on and refi.;. 
u; dence fhould be abfolutely fafe; but that even 
" the Pruffian garrifon fliould be under her or-

.' clers." 
~1' '~This auguft and tender. mother of her faith-
" fu! [ubjects, who, to make a facrifice to ~he 
" happinefs of the Saxons, had remained at Dref
" den, expected, in the midft of tumult, to go
" vern in fecurity the flates of her auguft confort, 
" who, prompted by cares equally important, 
" had hafted away to head his army, to defend 
" his injured honour, and to give to the zeal and 
" love of his people, what they had ground to 

I . 
" expect from tHe valour and firmnefs of fo mag-
" nanimous a Prince: But fhe has been deceived: 
" file is not only deprived of the government; 
" the activity of the privy-council is alfo taken 
" away; and, inftead of the legitim.ate govern
" ment, an arbitrary directory is fubftituted~ which 
" acknowledges no other right, . but its own 
" will, &c." 

.Whatever advantages his Pruffian Majdl:y gained Its effeC'l:s. 

over the confederates againft him, by this forcible 
pufh to difarm Saxony, and by treating a country 
with the rigour of martial power, which had given 
him no vifible caufe of complaint; the King of 
,foland, Elector of Saxony, by infifting upon his 
own innocence, and the natural right he had 
to the protection of the laws of nations, from an 
invader of his dominions in time of profound 
) 

peace; and by expatiating upon the perfidious 
and tyrannical cO,nduct of his PruffiaI'l Majefty 

and 
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A. D. and his officers, raifed th~ atrentiOri of all Europe, 
1756, ::j.nd furnifued thofe, who were molt deJirous to 

In Eng
land. 

breal<. with Pruffia, with a :laudable motiv.e to arm 
in defence of diftreifed innocence and injured Ma. 
jefty. Even thofe, w~o:wi!hed well to the Pruf
nan hero could fcarce recopcile his conduet, Oil this 
occafion, with juftice2 and fome of his beft friends 
difavowed their knowledge of this expe~ition, and 
condemned it. 

None were more furprized than his Britannie 
Majefty, EleCtor of HanQver, Pr'uffia's faithful 
ally. It was "f~fy to foreree the difficulties, in 
which this woukl embroil his Pruffian Majefty: 
none of which were fa much as fufpeeted, when 
the treaty between Great Britain and Pruffia was 
figned h. And our King, as Eleetor of Hanover, 
was fa far from being in the fecret of this inva .. 
fion, or of the motives which the King of Pruf
fia had to feize upon Saxony, that he publickly 
difavowed, and in fame fenfe protefted againft 
that irruption. 

'The reply Europe, in this confufion, was immediately 
~~t~~~:g prefented with a circular memorial, by way of 
to the Sax- reply, in the name of his Pruffian Majefty; where-
on memo-.. dId 
rial. 10 1£ was ec are , " That the imputations in the 

Saxon memorial were calumnies raifed and aggra
vated without truth, and without decency; that 
nothing more than the ufual taxes had been raifed 
on the fi..lbjeCl:s of the EleCl:orate, and that they 

had been fully paid for every thing, they had fur-

h On the 16th of Jan. 1756. 

nifhed: 
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nHhed! that it was equ;tlIy contrary to truth, A. D. 

where it was afferted that the refpetl: due to the 175
6

• 

~Teen was violated, by demanding of her cer-
tain papers, the copies of which he was already 
poffeffed of, but which it became neceffary for 
him to have in the original, in order to prove un
anfwerably, the plot, that was formed to fhip 
him, not only of Silefia, which the Emprefs Qyeen 
refer,ved entirely for herfelf; but, likewife of the 
dutchies of Magdebourgh and Croifen, and the 
circles ,of Zullichau,' Cotbus and Schwibus, which, 
was the portion allotted to the K~ng of Poland." 
But this was only a temporary apology, to pre-
pare the world for thofe unanfwerable proofs, 
which he foon after caufed to be publifhed; and 
fhewed both the wifdom and juftice of a conduct, 
fa greatly difapproved, at firft, as to ftigmatize 
him with the name of a public robber. 

The Emperor was engaged by his Confort to The Em

exert the utmoft efforts of his power, to deter perol"S ?e;;, 
creeagam .. 

the Pruffian Monarch from proceeding. As head him. 

of tbe Empire he iifued a decree, admonifhing 
and commanding him to withdraw his troops from 
Saxony, on pain of being proceeded againO: ac
cording to the laws of the EmpIre: He abfolved 
all the vaffals of the Empire found in his fer
vice from their oath of fidelity, and commanded 
them to leave the Pruffian ftandard. And by a 
.third, decree he forbade all the princes, ftates, and 
,other members of the Empire to fuffer their fub. 
jeCl:s to eoliO: themfelves in the Pruffian fervjce, 
Qf otherwife to give him any kind of affifr::mce. 

VOL.'II. F He 
13 
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He then enumerated all the violences fet faith in 

the Saxon memorial, with many aggravations; 
and concludes with this remarkable daufe,· " For 
" thefe caufes we moil: ferio~Oy comm~d and 
" enjoin your Majeil:y, as Elector of Branden. 
" burgh, by virtue of our Imperial dignity, and. 
" the power of {upreme judge, to defift, without 
"delay, from all rebellion, hoftHe invaflOl1&f 
" violences and breaches of the. peace, in the 
" Electorate of Saxony, and other ftates of the 
" Empire; to withdraw immediately your troops, 
" and to break up and difmifs your army, which 
" is fo dangerous to the flares of the Empire, 

. " and the common tranquility; to reffore every 
" thing that has been taken; to repair, without, 
" reply or demur, all damages and cofts, and to 
" make, as (oon as pollible, your moft hlunblc 
" report of the manner, in which all this has 

-",<:I ~l" " been executed. As for the reft, we !hall forth-
··,b ;!'·lO·'~ 

~LL~A'" "with proceed to what is enacted by the laws of 
..... "the Empire, in punifhment of the grievous 

H crime committed by your Majefty, as Elector 
" .of Brandenburg, againil: us and the whole 
"Empire, by a rebellious enterprize, dllfiger
" ous to the community, and at the fame time. 
" prpvide for the future fecurity of all the Em
" pire i." 

In the mean time the Aufirians attempted- to 
fuppl y the Saxon army at Pirna with provifions. 
But the co:~voy was at-tacked 'and routed b¥ a-de:. 

~. 

':; :2J;:i~ 

i bated at Vienna; Sel'tem ber 19, 17 6 5' . ,; :J 
I : ta_cbftlent 
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t-acJw1ent of PrulUan . huifars, WQo ·(arried off a A. D. 

f ' 1756• CQnU.Gerable :number 0 loaded W'ilggons. Thi$ 
WQ&:th~ ~rft act: ·of hoftility between th€ ~roops of 
Auitr,ia and Pruffia. 

The French (ourt, as yet, made no movemen~ 
'Wi[~ arms, but fpit their venom in the f<lIIowing 
-tirGular refcript to all foreign courts; in wh1ch it 
is faid, " That his moa Chriftian MiYt}fty cannot The 

b Lid h :1: • ad b I K· .. f"French de~ 
. \it con 1· er t e requu1t10n m e y t 1e mg Gt.cbration 

Pruff.a w the King of Poland, EleCtor ofSaxol1Y~ againft the 
Kmg- of 

for the palfage of his troops through that EleCto- Pruffia. 
rate, as nothing lees than a declaration~ that he.i;I 
determined to ufurp that, to which he has neith~.( 
a~[ol.ute right, nor eq\.litable claim, 

" ,Th,at by thi~ uJ,"urflation, committed in a time 
of'profound ~peace, .againft the Elecror pf Saxony, 
at the::: time when that Prince ~elied. with qn

f.ufpe8:ing fecurity, upon the ·faith¢" the tr~a~y 
of !),refden, and the affuraRces'~f friendihip,whiCp 
the K~ng -of Pr~ffia ha~ given him, the Ki~g' o'f 
P~uffia had violated the public peace, the treary 
of W0iil;phalia, all the laws and~onai,tutions of 
_th~ Etnpire, and every tie by which the memp~rs 
-of the Germanic body are united. _. 

" That the eftabliihment of the fyfl:em formed 
by ,the King of Pruffia, in coneert with the court 
of Grt;at Bri~ain, was the moO: unjuft, ,and moIl:· 
injurious~ that -~an be imagin~d_, and fuch as left 
no room to .expeCt, that any lineaf~lres fbould be 
kept wi~h ~ho[e powers, ,either. by ,land or fea~ 
as they had viol~tedall laws, both' human 'and 
qivine. 

F 2 " That 
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A. D. . ," That this'conduct, ought to exclude the King 
I i5

6
. cif Pruffia from all benefit that he might receive 

from any defenfive alliance; and therefore his'moft 
Chriftian Majefty doubts not, that the ftateswhich 
~re now in alliance with him, will think them-

. {elves abfolve,d from every obligation to afford 
ilim any itlCCOurS, and that they will affift his.moft 
Ch'rifHah Majefty and his allies, in every meafure 
that may be purfued for their mutual deferite, 
tne fupport of the general intereft of Europe,: and 
the giving a proper fanCtion to the mutual con
traCt by which one nation is att'ached to an
·other." 

The decla- The cQurt of Ruffia was more eXplicit; whefe 
ration of de cia ration being dated September;4, 1756. at 
the Em- .' •. 
prefs of "St. Peterfburg, a confiderable tlme befdre they 
~~:~~\i~.c~uld hear of the'invafm!1of Saxony by the;Prllf.. 

fian army, fhews, that the difcovery of the alliance 
againft the King of Pruffia was known at" Pe
terfuurg, ahd its confequences apprehenoei:l; ana 
thit the Czarina was prepared to march her:forces 
upon the firft: alarm of an' attack made upon 
aily part of -the confederacy: for fhe 'com
manded the Ruffian minifters refiding at foreign 
courts to declare, " That as the {ole inrent ot the 

. preparations, which the Emprefs ordered' to be 
maoe; tift fpring, was to enable her to fulfil her 

,engagements ~ith h~r alli~s; in cafe' any of them 
fhould be attacked, the pi·epat.ations \verefufpe'nd
ed, both by, fea . and land, as foon as' there was 
ground to hope that that cafe would not foon 

_ happen; in order that the whole world mtaht be 
. 0 

con· 
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convil1ced that her Imperial Czarifh Majefty was A. D. 

no lefs forward to defend her allies, when threa- 1756• 

tened with an attack, than backward to throw 
Europe into an alarm without an extreme necef-, 
Ecy. 

" That the King of Pruffia, far from doing 
juftice to the Emprefs's fentiments, on this head 
(though he remained quiet, whilft preparations 
were making by Ruffia, and even fome time after 
they had ceafed) had all of a fudden begun to 
make fuch powerful armaments, as gave room to 
apprehend that the flames of war would imme~ 
diately burft out. 

" That neverthelefs Ruffia, to avoid the mul
tiplying of fears, for furnifhing the King of Pruf
fia with a fpecious pretext for difturbing the pub
lic tranquility, had made no motions; in hopes 
that the King of Pruffia, in imitation of this ex
ample, would not ftir up fuch troubles: but, that 
this Prince, having continued to arm with all his 
might, and without any interruption, and with
out alledging any other reafon than the idea he 
had formed . to himfelf of an apprehended at
tack, had thereby fufficiently intimated that he 
fought only a pretext to difturb the peace of 
Europe. 

" That, in faa:, it isincont~ftible, that when 
the King of Pruffia was preffing his armaments 
with the greateft vigour, thofe of Ruffia had long, 
ceafed; and that thoft of the Emprefl ~een did not 
begin, till the /uccef/ivc motions of the Pruj}ians and 

F .3 tbe 
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A. D. the augmcntatidn of tbeir f~rt:!J 1& gave room to thihk 
1756. Bohemia and Moravia were in danger; inilfmuch 

as it was no feeret that the King of Pruffia was 
difgufied at the treaty of Verfailles; though this 
Prince, when he figned his treaty with England,. 
gave himfelf no concern about what the coUrt of 
Vienna might think of it. 

H It is, therefore, clear to her Imperial Czarifu 
Majelty, that the King of Pruffia ought to be 
conlidered as the firft author of the troubles, that 
are going to break out, though he has affecr-ed to 
publifh, that he took all thefe meafures only to 
defend himfelf againft his enemies, who had no 
exifience, but in his own fuppofition: that,. ne
verthelefs, it is from this fuppofition he has 
thought himfelf entitled to demand of the Em. 
prefs Qpeen an explanation with regard to her 
warlike preparations, adding, in a manner not 
altogether decent, that if her anfwer were not to 
his liking, he protefted before God, he would 
n'ot be anfwerable for the confequences. 

" That in confideration of a.J1 thefecircum
fiances the Etnprefs can no- longer CONCEAL her 
rea! {entiments, nor forbear declaring, that as fhe 
cannot hehold with indifferency any 1 attack made 

k This is a notoriolls mifreprefentation of the faa, as ap
pears from the circum fiances reIat6d in this Hifi01Y. on 
pago 5 z. &c. Vol. II. 

I This fufpicion could arire from no other circumlbnce. 
than a confcioufnefs of the dif<:overy, made by his Pruffian 
MajeRy, of the partition of his dominions in the confedera\C 
trc;aty; for it was not poffibleto hear of what had patred in 
Gerl!lany. 

on 
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on the dc~minion,s of her allies, particularly thofe A. D. 
of the 'Emprefs ~een of Hungary, and the 1756

. 

EleCtorate of Saxony, ihe will furniih fpeedy and 
powerful fuccours to the party unjul11y attacked, 
and will not think herfelf in any wife refponfible 
for the confequences, which the prefent menacing 
conduct of his Pruffian 1Ylajefty may draw after 
it, &c." 

Whether we animadvevt upon the date of this Remarks 

refcript, we ihall difcover the infincerity of her °ln th~s de-
c aratlOn. 

Czari!h Majefly; her difguft with England, for 
entering into an alliance with Pruffia, which !he 
had previoufiy been engaged to cruili, and that: 
her real fentiments were not formed upon the pre
fent appearances, but upon the long prepofiH
fions ilie had entertained in prejudice to the King 
of Prufiia, at -the inftigation of the Emprefs 
~een and the Saxon court, and concealed hi
therto' under the name of friend !hip; till necef
fity obliged the confederacy to pull oJf the mafk 
in their own defence. And whoever attends to 
its ,fubftance, will find a vein of contradiCtion and 
fal1<licy run through the whole; advancing faCts, 
which are not confiftent either in point of time or 
truth. 

His Pruffian Majefty, however, neither inti- Ref,lution 

midated by the formidable alliances, which already ~:~ ~fnhis 
appeared againft him, nor deterred from his pur- , ru!T,an 

f: b . d f hI' I MaJe/iy. pOtes, y the thundenng ecrees 0 t e .mpena 
authority, which he deipifed with as much con
'tempt, as our Henry VIn. did the thunder of 
t,he Vatican againfr his proceedings in "the re-

F 4 forma. 
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formation; attended ftriC!:ly to the accomplilhing 
his, firft attempt, to get full poffeffion of Saxony. 
So that, the more determinecihis enemies appeared 
to oppofe his arms, he exerted the power in his 
hands to. defeat their moLl: fanguine intentions. 
The Ruffian refcripr, and the AuLl:rian difpofitions . 
for the relief of the Saxons, ferved only to' acce..; 
]erate the total ruin of his polin1 Majefty. They 
conv:inced the King of Piuffia, that nothing lefs. 
than a total reduction of that party of the confede.:. 
racy againft him could do him any fervice. And 
accordingly being mafter already of every other 
part of that electorate, he was determined to force 
the Saxon army at Pima, by a ftrong blockade, to 
furrender to his arms for want of provifions, of 
which there was great fcarcity in their camp; or 
to fall under his fword, if they thould attempt to 
force their way through the lines of' circumvalla
tion. 

By this means the fate of the Saxon army, in 
which refted the lail: appearance of their country's 
independency, was daily reduced to worfe and 
worre: and, as the Emprefs ~een could not but 
fee her own danger increafe through every advan
tage gained by the Pruffian'monarch over Saxony, 
the greateft effort was preparing, on her part, 
with the utmoft expedition, to deliver the Saxons 
out of their ruinous fituation, and with their force 
united to her army, under the command of Count 
Brown, whofe courage, ikill and conduC!: were 
in high efteem, to attack the Pruffian army. 

Could 
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Could this have been fafely done, it, perhaps, A, D. 

might have had it's defired effect. But it was 175
6

, 

[carce to be thought, that aPrince, who had found ~;~el~~~t 
out the moft f~cret intrigues of the cabinet againft gilance, 

&c, of the 
him, would be regardlefs in the moft important King of 

'fi b h " , ft h' ,Pruflia. en IS, a out w at was agltatmg agam 1m In 

the field. He was as well provided with fpies and 
emiiraries about the court and camp of his enemies, 
as with arms to defend himfelf. There was not a 
motion of the enemy, that could efcape his Ma
jefty's penetration. His perfonal knowledge of 
the corography, or face of the country, between 
him and the Auftrian army, fupplied him with the 
moft minute ideas concerning every motion; of 
the importance of every pafs; and the danger of 
every defile: which, affifted with early intelli
gen'ce of their rout and ftrength, furnifhed him 
with mighty advantages, and determined, him to 
difconq:rt their meafures and operations, by forc-
ing the Aufhians to a battle, before they could 
reach the place of their de~ination. 

With this view, the Pruman heroe had detached, ReCoIves 

f " fi h' to attack rom time to tIme, as many troops rom IS army the Aui1:ri-

inSax~ny, as could be fpared at the blockade, to ~:~~:~ra~n 
'fecure the paires; and to affemble, under the com-
mand Veldt Marefchal Keith, who had orders to 
enter Bohemia, and to encamp near the fmall 
town of Aufig, and not far from the army com-
manded by Count Brown; after he had reduced 
the town and palace m of Tetchen; which was 

IU Situate upon a roc!~. :mJ belonging to Count Thun. 

2 ,onfidered 
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confidered as a frontier for~e[s againil: SaxMY; 
and made the ga~rifon of one captain, one liet1~ 
tenant, four fubalterns, and 12- foldiers prifoners 
of war. ·r:, : 

The..im- Here we have in fight an action, which by its 
~'~i~~~i~i~~ confequences may be looked upon to be the mof} 
t;on. decifive of any during the whole'war; becaufe 

upon it~ fuccefs, on the part of Pruffia, the fate 
of Saxony was determined, and a way was opened 
for his Pruffian MajeUy into Bohemia: and'this 
battle, which was to open the Bra campaign of a 
mcft bloody war, was fought by two generals- or 
commanders in chief, who were originally fubjeCts 
of the Britifh crown. 

('(,lint Count Brown, who was at the head of 60,ooa> 
~;!~~.l~~~be Aufiri'ans, was an officer of Irilh extraction, that 
General. had recommended himfelf to the Imperial court 

by his courage, vigilance and conduct, firft in 
Ita1y, and elpecially in their laft war with the King 
of Pruffia, and was honoured with this great com
mand for the regard paid to his merit. 

~.r",.1ul Veldt marefchal, or field marihal Keith, who com-
Keith, the d d d h K' fP ill h' r.. Pruihn man e un er t e mg a ru la, on t 1S OCCall<;>O, 
General. was the younger fan of George Keith, Earl Marihal 

of Scotland, born in that kingdom in 1698, and at 
17 years of age he entered with his brother Lord 
Marilial into the rebellion, which broke out in 
Scotland, in the year 1715, At th~ battle of 
Sheriffmuir he appeared in arms, in favour of the 
Pretender, and was wounded in -the neck; but fo 
nightly that he was not fenfible of it, till he was 
undreffed to go to bed. The defeat of his party 
drove this young adventurer, with many more, to 

feek 
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feck: their fortunes abroad. He followed his bro- A. D. 

ther into Spain, and obtained a cQmmiffion in the 1756. 

!rifh brigade, commanded by the -Duke of Or-
mond, lately fled to that kingdom, under appre

h~:nfions of being called to an account for his mif
<;onduCl: towards to the Houfe of Hanover, at the 
latter end of ~een Anne's reign. In this fitua-
tiQl1 the Hon. Mr. Keith c;ontinued 10 _ ye\lrs; 
wh(:ln tired of fueh an inaB:ive ftate, where there 
was no_profpect of diftinguifhing himfelf by feats 
of arms, he ootained recommen~ations to; the 
Emprefs of Ruffia, then reigning, who received 
him with partiCl)lar marks of diflioCl:ion;. and 
honoured him with a commiffion of Brigi\dier 
General: and foon after advanced him to the rank 
of Lieutenant General. 

The war between Ruffia and Turkey, which 
broke out in that u reign, afforded opportunities 

enough to difplay his courage and abilities in the 
military .art. He was in all their battles, and was 
wounded fo much in the heel at the -taking of 

Ockzakow, where . he was the nrft that mounted 

the breach, that they were obliged to carry him off 
the field of battle. 

His efteem at Petedburg increafed; and, upon 

the rerurn of peace, the Czarina ferit him to the 

court of London, in quality of her ambaiTador 
extraordinary. On which occaflon overtures were 
made to Sir RobGlri Walpole, prime minifter, to 

recover this veteran officer for the fervice of Great 

n Of Czarina Catherine I. 

Britain: 
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Britain: but neither his own perfonal qualifica~ 
ti~ns, nor theexcufes, which might be alledged5 

in his favoor, from his age..and the influence he 
was under, at the time of his taking up arms· 
againft his lawful fovereign; nor yet the applica.:.~ 
tions made in his favour by feveral powers, that' 
interefted themfelves in his propofal, could pre.
vail. He was even obliged, when he appeared at, 
court, to perfonate a Ruffian both in drefs ami" 
language: for his Majel1:y would not fuffer him to 
[peak at an audience, without an interpreter. 

His embaffybeing finifhed, General Keith re
turned to PeterJburg and was cardfed by the 
Czarina more than ever. In the war with the 
Swedes, he was fent into Finland; and by an 
act of generalfhip, he with a body of only 500@ 

men, with which he attacked the Swedes in flank, 
gained the victory of Wilmanftrand, when the 
enemy had almoft m~de fure of the day; and 
difpoffeffed them of the iiles of Aland in the 
Baltic. 

After the peace of Abo, in I 743, he was ap
pointed ambaffador extraordinary to compliment 
the King of Sweden. on the eleCtion of a fuccef. 
for to the crown. But the fplen<;lor, in which he 
appeared on this occ:afion, at Stockholm, reduced 
his finances fa much, that, upon his return to 
Ruffia, finding it impoffible to maintain the dig
nity' of a marfhal, to which poft he was now pro
moted in the army, with the pay of that country, by 
accepted of an invitation from the King of Pruffia, 
who treated him with the honour due to his birth 

and 
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-andmei"it; gave'- him a penfio'n over and above .A. D. 
bis/pay, and admitt~d ~im his companion in a ·JZS9· 

private tour through Getmany, Poland and Hun-
,gaty, and other places, in difguife. 

His Pruffian M~efty, notwithftanding his good King of 
· .. f h . d fid' h Pruffia oplOlono t e me nt, an great con ence In t e takes the 

. fidelity ofM. Keith~ refolved to be prefent in a cOfIDhmand 
. 0 t e 

battle of fo decifive a nature: 'accordingly his army. 

-Maj€fty fet out on the 28th of Sep.tember from 
,his camp at.Sedf}tz, and took. upon himfelf the. 
fumre con.duB:of'the f<?rce~ encamped at Auffig 
in :Bohemia, which.-confifted of: no more than 
z5,oOO men'. :. y., . ) 

The King without delay put the army in mo- How he 

'tion,· as foon as he arrived in l.\tI. Keith's camp, and dh~fpofed 
IS troops 

refolved to march in queft of Count Brown. He in,Bohe-

: forttloo a vanguard of ,eight battaHons, ten fqua- mla. 

· droos of dragoons,- and eight fquadrons of huffars: 
and putting liimfelf at the head .of-tbis·body, .his 

,M;Bdly proceedatto Tburnitz, .with orders for 
the' remainclerof the army to foHow him in two 
columns ;'onebY the way of Profco.b6c ; the other 

· by the way the; vangtlard had ,marched. Being 
· arrived at Tournitz, he march~d with the van
, guard to Welmioa, where he'arrived an hour be-

fore fun fet, that fame day: and could fee the 
I Aufl:rian armY- with its right wing at Lowofchutz, 
: and its left' extencl.ed towards Egra. 

.1. 

Having Iean1ed the true fituation and difpofition Occupies 

of the enemy his Maiefty that very eveninO' the field of 
, :J' 0' battle. 

-and in perfon, occupied,with fix battalions, a 
\, h.ollow and [orne rifing grounds-, which command-

ed 
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A. D. ed Lowofchutz, .and gaifl~ fome oth~r. ap,~ 
1756. .tages, which he made ufe pf neJ(tPIiY, to favQU" 

-his march, and his attack aga~l'lfl the Allftrians. c 

The army.arrived at Wdr,nipij. ,in the I)~~ 
.. 'and were ordered to form into bal:ctalions and fqua

.!,1: dro;s behind oneoanother, and to remain in that 
(l!'.1 . -;."" pofitionall night. His l\1ajefil:y fpent thereft of 

,1,1 .... '10 ' 

:~;!!;.; the night ,in his cloak befolje a little fire at the head 
of his troops, aOQ at day'):m:~ak ({)n the 1ft (if 
Oaober), he took his. principal "general officer$, 

Reconnoi- and fuewed them the groundc he had propofed ,tp 
trcs the . h h' . h" Co -h' I
ground,OCCUPY .Wlt : iSJatmy; VIZ.. IS mLantry,W \(:11 

and forms formed the firft line were ordered to occupy two 
~li~. ' . 

' .• ,high. hiUsafld the vaHey betw~!l,tliem: the fecond 
,.,~jr; !tile wa~ tormed with fQoie:battalions: and .the 

_"' • L .. 

dl nr third.1ine cbll'1ft~d of th~ whQl~~llvalry, L~\-!n • 

Great . r: The Allfi:rians, whofe f~curity, ,founded; upon 
overlight r fi . ha' Id b' Jr..W 
of the a wrong lUppO 1t1On, ~ t It. vyou . _ _ e ImpoWJ.PJe· 
~~::l~:~ for,tlie.Prilfthins to formfuch a.ddign-upoFl their 

';camp, had occaiiosed their negkCl: of thofe heights, 
now prepared to. difpute thbfe' pafls::with Itheir 

'Pruffian vifitors: fo that notwhhilianding the i(qng 
loftno time inftrengthening tbe wing~ of hisar.trly' 
upon thofe hills; . and -the fame diligence and pare
cuuion was ufed by the infantry in dl:ablif11ing 

Attack the .their po£l, at the right ; yet the enemy's Pand~ 
Pruffians, . ' 
as they c Croatlans, and grenadiers, gave the left fo much 
formed. trouble from the vineyar.ds t inclofed with £lone 

-, ..... , waIls, that it was-obliged to fall immediateTv; into 
" ... " an engagement, ,,,1,-, 

The Pmf- However the Prllffians advanced with !ZTeat re
!i~~;c~- folution and as great order, ·"aSpoffible, ~iU they 

L:.> came 
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came to the declivity of the hills tow;ards the ene- A. D. 
my. F~om which ftation t~eycould fee the town 175

0
. 

of.Lowofchutz filled with infantry; a large bat-
tery of 12 cannon, in front, and their cavlry 
fOrmed chequer"wife and in a line between Lowof-
chutz and the village of Saufchitz. 

Not being able to make further difcovery of the Difcovers 

enemy's difpofition. and firength, on account of !l:n d~r~i~; 
a thick fog, which intercepted their fight, his enemy. 

Majefty fent to reconnoitre, and finding that he 
had judgedrightlyof the enemy's' difpofttion; and 
that his own infantry was in poffeffion of the h~llow 
in the manner he had ordeted; - Ire re[oIved to be-
gin the attack with his cavalry to drive back the 
enemy's horfe, which flood .in their front. Ac
cordingly he formed his cavalry J::,efore his firft The action 
)' f . 1: d' d' h ,. become$ 
~me 0 Imantry, an attacKe' t 'e"enemy s Imme- general. 

diate1y wiehe fuch vigour, that they were foon 
broke. But as the enemy had placed a great body 
of infantry in hollow places and ditches, with fe-
veral pieces of' cannon, behind the horfe, the 
PrufIians found themfelves greatly expofed to their 
fire, the further they purfued the advant-age of 
.their arms; and were obliged to return and foren 
again under the protection of theit infantry and 
cannon; the Auftrian cavalry not daring to pur-
Jue. them. J 

The PrufIian horfe being f{)tmed again, they Pruffian 

returned, to'the charge, wf~h fweh refolution and horic rally_ 

.-eourage,thkneither fixty pieces of cannon, nor 

.a powerful.body of infantry lodged in the hollows 
ana ditches to fupport thec!valry, could prevent 

• them 
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A.D~ rhemfrom totally defeating the whQle Aufrrian 
1756. cavalry/> and forcing the, infantry from their ita· 

tion. '.1!1 . 

When this charge. was performed, the King or .. 
dered his cavalry up.;to the hiJI again, and dreW! 
them up behind the infantry: and as foon as this 
could be effected, the cannonading frill continu
ing, and the enep1Y making all pallible efforts to 
flank the left of the Pruffian infantry, the King 
ordered the battalion~ of the firfr line to. turn to 
the left: then the· battalions of the fecond line 
filled up theinterv-als; fo that. the cavalry was 
brought to form the fecond line, and to fupport 
the infantry. At the fame time, by a mafter
piece of generaHhip, the whole left of the infantry:! 
marching on gradually, wheeled about; attacked 
the town of Lowofchutz in flank, in fpite of the 
cannon and the prodigious infantry' oLthe enemy; 
fer fire to the fublli"bs; carried the poft, and put 
the whole army to flight. 

ViCtOlyce-' .Marfhal Brown, finding his men were greatly 
cflares info difpirircd by fueh a fcene of blood, the number 
avour 0 

the Pluffi. pf killed and wounded amounting to 6000 and 
ans. upV'.'ards, and deprived of fev.eral general officers, 

am.ongft whom was General Radicati killed, and 
Prince. Lobkowitz taken prifoner, he returned 
with his whole force to the other fide of the Egra, 
and took his camp at Budin. 

King of The King of Pruffia kept _ the field of battle. 
~:~~~~i:1s and eftabli!bed his. head quarters a.t Lowofchutz; 
the fidd though his whole an.ny did not -exceed '25,000 
of battle. • 

n~en ; . whereas the enemy's conufteg.of 60)00.0. 

U~.l, . The 
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The hattJetbnti"nued from 'feven in the morning A.~. 

till three in the afternoon. The 10,[s uf the Prllffians 175°· 

k'll d d d d - :; Thelofs of Was ~Z'ooo men 1 e an woun e : one general both fides. 

of infantry) two major generals of cavalry, and one 
colonel of the Gens d' Arms) killed: and accord-
ing to the Auftrian account forne hundreds were 
made prifoners, amongft whom were a great many 
officers. The lofs of the Aufl:rians flaih in battle 
and made prifoners) is not afcertained by their 
general, but the Pruffian account makes it be-
tween fix and 7000 killed and w()unded: 500 were 
taken prifoners, with five pieces df 'cannon and 
three pair of colour's. 

The 16fs of a battle, with fo great a fupetioritY' 
in numbers; and of fuch Hnportance at the firfl: 
fhoke of a war, that) in all probability, was to de
termine the fate of the King of Pruma, or his 
enemies, required as good a glofs, as pOIDbly could 
be ihvented, to palliate the inifcarriage. Accord- General 

ingly the court of Vienna ,publifhed another at.: B
f 

rown'bsl 
aVOUl-a e 

count of this day's event, under the name of a account of 

, I' r. h 'I ' 1 M 'ft' b M ih 1 this battle. re atIOn Jent to t elf mpena aJe. les y ar a 
Brown. In which the Marihal fets out with an 
erroneous account of the firength of the Pruffian 
army, which he makes to confifl: of 40,000 men. 
He then tells them, That the battle began at [even 
o'clock on the I fl: of OCtober, and that the Pruf-
nan canonade was fuch, that the like had neVer 
been heard: that the Pnlffians finding their efforts 
vain againfl: the firmnefs of the imperial troops, 
began to throw hot balls into the village of Lo
wofchutz, and fet fire to it: and that the Im-

VOL. II. G perial 
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perial infantry finding themfelves between the,fire 
of the village and the enemy's attack, were oblis-r 
ed to quit the eminence on the right of the vill~ 
to form themfelves in the plain: after which the 
fire flackened, and ceafed entirely at three o'clo~k 
in the afternoon. He further affirmed, That he 
remained the whole night upon the field of battle, 
and that his Pruffian Majefty had retired behind 

it. 
But all this art avail~d nothing. For, let the 

Aufi:rians boaft ever fo much of their advantage 
in this day's action; it is certain their whole plan 
was defeated, as well as their army. What did 
Brown afi'emble that army for? Was'it not to ~~c~ 
cour his Polifh Majefty, and to relieve, and,. if 
poffible, to deliver the Saxons out of their con.-

. 1;1· 

finement at Pima? Was he in a capacity to per-
form that fervice after the action of this day l 
What did the King of Pruffia offer him battle for. 
in Bohemia? Was it not to difable him from 
marching to the relief of the Saxons under his 
blockade? Did this aCtion anfwer that purpofe ? 
If the King of Prufiia obtained his purpofe; and 
Brown could not accompIifh his errand, on which 
he was fent by their Imperial Majefties; and al! 
owing to the event of this day's action, we may 
fafely admit, That however bravely the Auftrians 
~ehaved; how equal [oever the forces of th~ 
belligerants were, and how confiderable [oever 
the lofs of the Pruffians might be; -'and whether 
tbey maintained the field of battle or not; vic
~ory declared in favour of the Pruffian hero: and', 

as 
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as fuch, his Pruffian Majdly had a right to claim A. D. 
it: and he notified the fame to all the world: of 175

6. 
which we have the following note under his Ma-
jefty's bwn hand, who difpatched a meffenger to 
the QEeen mother with thefe few words: "otto-
" ber i ft, This morning I gave battle to the 
"Auftrians. Great generalfuip was difplayed on 
" both fides; and the fate of the day was doubt-
" ful for fome hours: but at laft it pleafed Go~ 
" to give us the viCtory." 

There bein'g no profpect of furprizing, or of King of 

drawing the Aufirian army to a fecond engage· ;:t:~~a;ith 
ment, and it being of no fervice to kave behind his army to 

h· . h fc . f . d" Saxony. 
1m an army, WIt out orne view 0 Imme late 

advimtage; . which chiefly depended upon the re
duCtion of the Saxon forces at Pirna, his Pruman 
lVIajefl:y ordered his viCl:orious troops to return to 
Saxony, and to join that body of his forces em-
ployed in the blockade of the Saxon camp: this 
additional ftrength excluded all hopes of relief, Saxon ar

by the way of Bohemia: and, their provifions m
t 

Y(l'~ddif-
re e con-

being exhaufted, ~he extremity of want forced dition. 

them, either to attempt an efcape by firatagem, 
ortolay down their arms and furrender themfelves 
to the King of Pruffia. 

An efcape was moft eligible, could it be con- Plan con

trived with any hopes of fuccefs. A plan was cert~d fot 
their 

propofed for it, and approved of by Marfhal efcape. 

Brown. The fuccefs depended upon fecrefy and 
punctuality in all parties concerned. Mar!hal 
Brown promifed _to favour their deugn, and to 
cover their flight. He in perfon undertook thi., 

G 2 difficul~ 
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A. D. difficult and important fervice: and, wrth a ron. 
ns6

. fiderable body of horfe, he marched from t~, 
Marlhal 
Brown camp at Budin, to the neighbourhood of Konig~ 
tries to f~- ficin o. where he met General N adaitr who haA 
vour theIr' , . , tl\ 

e1Cape. arrived the day before with 6,0.0.0. irregular&; 
whkb he pafted in fuch a man~er, as to prevent 
¢1ght Pruffian pattaiions, encamped on that fide 
the Elbe,' at Lomer, from being joined by the 
fruflians, that were poft-ed at Schaudau. 

M. Brown, on the 1 I th acquainted the King of 
Poland with his arrival at Litchtendorf near Schau
dau; and defiled they wo.uld execute their part 
of the plan pro.pofed for their efcape, by marchi~a 

The Sax- out the next night. Accordingly., on the 12t4 
onsattempt . h h S r. I h b 'd f 
to e[cape. at mg t, t e a-xons Jecret y t few a n ge 0 

boats over the Elbe, near Konigftein: and, un· 
der favour of a very .dark night, having removed 
almoll all their heavy artillery to Konigftein, they 
ftruck their tents, and by feven in the morning, 
the w hole Saxon army had pired the Elbe unmo
lefteq and undifr:overed.: and the fog was fo thick. 
that it was eight ,before their decampment and 
efcape was known at Sedlitz. But had the Au
ftrian General, as he ought to have done, recon
noitred the country, through which he was to 
efcort thefe fugitives, he would have fo'und, that 
his Pruffian Majefty did not rely folely upon the 
firength, nor vigilance of his blockade. Veldt 
Marfi1al Keith had fecured all the paires, and 
lined the defiles: fo that, as foo.n as the Saxon 

" Upwards of 16 German miles. 

advanced· 
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adtarteed-guarcf had 'with mueh di$etiky 'go:t~ A. D,· 
n [11. '.. 'd th h' 1756. 

ab~ur hair w'iPf up'a l.leep 1'!10untam, an e or er . 
, . ' ' Ie r "'" ' ' }' Stopt III the pat"t of ·them were lOut up In a- na'rtow p am, way. 

oV'er agairrft Konigftein, they were convinc'ed that 

it was' impoffJ.lJl~· f6t them to proce~d; and to 

force their way through'rhe pofts'oeeupi'cc;1 by th~ 
lTuill'ans :-' who now ftrrr'otlnckd them;-'witnout' 
artillery, and' withoUt prdvifions~ dn every fide: 
andwhen it wa"S too late, they were convtn~~d·that 
~hey had been permitted to mareh"ihto this roiT, that 
they might be raken with Iefs hazard and dIfficulty. 

, His pdliTh. Majefty" who remained~ b~i1ind in ~hei~ . ' 

his: eaftk of Itonigffein~ to wait, tliel!tue of thi; f:,;gf;:r
retreat, being informed 'of die deplOrable fitua- ~~~~e~~r
tion of his troops, wrote the following letter co 
his .general the Veldt Mareehar Count Ratowiki: 
-" It is not without extreme farrow I under-
"ftand the deplorable fituation,. which a chain of 
" misfortunes ba.$ referved for you, the reft of my 
" generals, and my whole army: but we n;lllili 
" acquiefce in the difpenfations, of providence, 
'-' and confole o.urfelves with the reClitude of our 

" fentiments- and intentions. They would force 
" me,. it feems, as you give me to underftand by 
" Major GeneraL the Baron de Dyherrn, to fub-
" mit to conditions the more fevere, in proportion 
" as the' circumftances are become more neceffi-
", tous. I cannot hear them mentioned. I am a 
" free monarch: fuch I will live : fuch I will die: 
" and I will both pve and die with honour. ,The 
" fate of my army I leay:~ wholly to your difcre-
"tien. Let your council of win determine whe-

, . G 3 " ther-
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A. D. f' ther you muil furrender prifoners of war, fall 
17S6. "by the fword, or die by famine. May your 

" refolutions, if pollible, be conducted with hu
" manity: whatever they may be, I have no 
" longer .any ihare in them: and I .declare you 
" ihall not be anfwerable for aught but one thing, 
" namely, not to carry arms againft me or my 

\ "allies. I pray God may have you in his holy 
"keeping. Given at Konigftein, the 14th of 
" Oaober 1756. AUGUSTUS Rex." 

The army By this letter the Saxon general had full and 
ref~lve to difcretionary power to furrender, or to take fueh 
capitulate. '. 

other meafures, as he and Ius officers 1hould 
judge moft conducive to the prefervation of the 
foldiers; and being informed, that Marihal BrowR; 
difpairing of fuccefs for their relief, and not in a 
capacity to ufe force, or to keep his ground, had 
retired towards Bohemia about noon, that fam~ 
day, and that a Prullian detachment was follow,,: 
ing and harraffing him; the Saxon general and 
his council of war, came to an immediate refolu:' 
tion for a capitulation, of w hieh the following is 
a copy in the terms requefted by them, and fettled 
by the King of Pruffia; where we find the dif
agreeable article, pointed out in the l(il'1g of Po
land's letter to General Rutowfki, obliaing the 
Saxon foldiery to enter into the Pruffian fervice 
to ferve againft his Majefty's allies. ' 

Article I. 

THE army of the King of Poland, Elector of 
Saxony, as pofted at the foot of Lilienftein, 

ihall furrender to the King of Pruffia prifoners of 
":~r, Anf. 
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: Anf. If Ihe'King 'Will gitle me that army, 1ti1 
lIeed~eft! to make them prifoners of war. 

1I. The generals, the field-officers, the perfons 
employed as commi1faries and p~rveyors, and all 
the other officers of the army, iliall keep their 
haggage and effeCl:s, as well thofe they have aCl:u-. 
ally with them, as what they may have left in 
other-places; and the fubaltern officers and fol
diers iliall be allowed to keep their cloathing,' 
arms, and knapfacks. 

Anf. All that can be preJerved or recovered of their', 
baggage flall be faithfully rfjlored to them. 

,III. His Pruffian Majefty is chiefly requefted' 
to caufe the army to be furnHhed with the necef
fary provifions and forage j and that he would 
be pleafed to give proper orders for this purpofe. 

Anf. Granted, and ra/ber to-day than to-morrow. 
IV. The generals, commandants, and all per

fons ranking as officers, engage themfelves, in 
writing, not to bear arms againft his Majefty the 
King of Pruffia till peace be reftored; and they 
1hall be left at liberty to fray in Saxony, or to l"e
tire whitherfoever they think proper. 

Anfw. 'thofe tbat intend to enter into my fervic,e 
muft from t.his very moment have liberty 10 -do /0. 
" V. The life-guards and the grenadier-guards 
{hall n'ot be included in the firft article; and 
his Pruffian Maj.efty will be pleafed to appoint 
the place in the EleCtorate of Saxony, or in 
the territories depending thereon, where the 
faid two corps .1ball be difl:ributed. The fieJd~ 
mar1hal Count Rurowiki, as captain of [he gre-

G 4- nadier-

IO} 

A.D. 
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n.adier~gu(l.l'ds, the C.hevaFex. de. Saxe, in quality 
of corri~andant of the life"'guards, and aJl .. t~ 
ather officers o( thofe two cprps, verbally, ~n
gage, and. even in writing, if d_efired, not to make,_ 
under any prete~t whAtever, nQr without t~f\ al?:
p'~opatio~ of the 1\\ng ofPrujtia, a~y change in 
tbe quarte~~ that. may be affigned tllem. 

Anfw. There is no, exceP.'io,!-lo b~_ mtttic_; beIi4f!/~ 
it is knowlJ th~t the King of Polqnd did. give, or. 
d~rs for that part of his troop~, .. w.hich is in, the /qji 
kingdom, to join the RtJ.ffians, and to m.arch fOT tbis 
purpoje, to the. frr;1ftiers of Silejia; anA a ~a?1 mtjfl, 
be a fool to let troops go, whzcb hQ holds faft) to, fee 
t~eJ1J. ma-kt. heqd, I againfl h~1(1 a fecon4.tim~A an4-'o be, 
opliged to, take t~e1JZ prifl.ners again. 

VI. ThegeneraLwq fieJd otTkers, and all the.. 
officers, {hall keep: their' fwords; but the arros, 
belt~, arq qlrtridge;s, both of the fubalterns and 
foJdiers, hqi[e and drago~ms., &c. {hall be, carried: 

to the came of Konigftien, together with the co
lours, ft,anoards, and kettle,drums. 

Apf. Ke.ttle-drum.s, flandards, and colours, may. 
be carried to KQnigjleir;; but. not thc arms: no mare 
tbpn the cannrm belonging to the regimefJts, the war
like flores, and the tents. Y'he officers., no doubt, /hall 
keep .their fwords; and [ hape tbat Juch- of them, as 
arc of a willing mind, will. make ufo of them.in. my. 
fervice. 

VII. The fame thing fhall take pJace with re
gard tq the field-artillery and the provi.fioll-
waggons. 

Anf. Granted. 

VIII. His 
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VIII. His Pruffian Majcd1:y {hall give a-ffunll'lces 
due no officer or foldier filla-It be obliged, agaiftft. 
his will, to take on in his arm-y; a.nd th.at, a.feel.' 
p.Qa<;e is. reftored, they fuall all be fent baek -to 
the King of Pol~nd; and, on the other hand, his 
Polifu Majefty: may not refufe difmiffion to the 
generals~ and th,(!, other officers of his army; who 
may engage in any other f~r.vic-e~ 

Anf. Nobnd"neeq trouble hisbeatl· about this. N(J 
general foal! be fo.rce4 to jer'Ue agfJinji- his will: rhat'-s 
fuiJicient. 

IX. As, to what' is to be, far-nilhed to the life
guards. and grenadier~guards·, if his PruffianMa-' 
jelly pleafes, we fhall agree about the' manner of 
pro~eC!din.g t,herein-, and fetode; at the fame time, 
with that Monarch the flmds, out of which the fa
laries, of the generals, officers, and other perfdns 
attendant on the army, are to be paid monthly, 
according to the efrimates, that fhall be drawn 
up by major-general Zeutfch, commifraryat 
war. 

Anf. It is 'very reafonable I jh~ulrl pay theft; who 
will ferve; and this pa)7ment /hall, be ma,de our, of
the clearefl receipts of the contributions. A~ to the 
generals, they flall be treated like men, who ha'Uc ho
nourably jer.'Ued; a.nd it will be, 'l)ery eafy to pro'Uide 
jor their fubjiflence. 

X. His faid Majefly fho\.l!d a)fc,) e~plain him1"elf 
a1:>out the quarters and fubfi1h;nce to be gra:nted 
to the. feveral regiqJents of caya1r.y and, infantry, 
as well a~ to tb,e engineers anQ aNiUe,l'y-corps. 

Anf. 
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A. D. Anf. I lake upon me the maintenance of the army i 
1756• and it jhttlt-be paid more regularly than heretofore, on 

the fame footing as my own troops. 
XI. The King of Pruffia will be fo good as to 

ordllr when and how the generals, and the whole 
army, without exception, with the baggage, thall 
file off from the poft, in which they are at prefent. 

Anfw. 'Ihis point may be Jettled in a quarter of 
an hour. One muft chuJe the mofl commodious road, 
and the places neare.ft at hand for giving them Jub
Jtflence. 

XII. His Pruffian Majefty will be pleafed. to 
allow the neceffary meafures to be taken for re
moving and lodging the fick, that are incapable 
of following the army, and that they may be pro
perly attended. 

Anf. Granted. 
XIII. The generals, the field and fubaltern 

officers, as alfo the foldiers, who have hitherte 
been made prifoners, or have been left behind, 
!hall be included in the prefent capitulation. 

Anf. Granted. 

Done at Ebenbert, at the 
foot of Lilienftein. Signed, RUTOWSK1. 

XIV. [A /eparate article.] I am authorifed to 
oblige the army to lay down their arms; but I 
have no authority to free them from the oath of 
allegian{:e they have taken, nor to oblige them co 
take another. As for all the reft, it is left to his 
Pruffian Majefty's difpofal. Liel:ltenant-general 

2 Winter-
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Winterfield made me hope this Monarch wo,uld 
have made no difficulty to grant one fquadron 
more of the life-guards. His Majefry will be fo 
good as to refolve abollt the fortrefs of Konigftein, 
where the company of cadets and the grenadier
guards are at prefent with his Poliib. Majefty. 

Done the 16th of OEt. 1756. 
Signed, RUTOWSKI. 

Anf. Konigflein mufl be a neutral place during tbe 
(ourfe of tbe pre/ent war. 

Signed, FREDERICK.. 

JQ7 

A.p. 
175<6. 

The Saxons, convinced of.· the bad policy of Saxons en-

h ' d h fc I h lill: under t elr court, to raw upon t em eves t e ven- the Kin~ 

geance of fo powerful a neighbour, by their of Pruilia. 

hofrile intrigues with Ruffia and Auftria; the for-
mer of which was too far difiant to promife them 
any feafonable help, and the latter had been al-
ready defeated, in their moil: vigorous attempt to 
fuccour them under their late blockade, fubmitted, 
with lefs objt'Ction than expeCted, to the propofal 
of enliil:ing themfelves under the Pruffian banner; 
and they were accordingly received into the pay 
of his Pruffian Majefiy; took the oath of fidelity 
to the conqueror, and were incorporated amongfr 
the Pruffian troops. 

With the 10[s of his military ftrength his Po- The King 

liib. Maje~y a~fo loft that fir,mnefs and refolu~ion, ~~:~~~~lify 
fer forth m hIS letter, of dytng rather than Yleld- retire froUl 

. b' fi M h F· Saxony. mg to terms un ecomIng a ree onarc. 'rom 

this hour, it may be [aid, the Elector of Saxony 
abdicated 
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A. D, abdicated his throne. He -and his ~een, with 
J756• the royal family, content with the appearance' of 

royalty, which the King of Pruffia 'ordered -rhey 
fhould have, fuffered themfdves to be difmitR!d,' 
under a pl1'oper guard, and efc~>rted to Warfawin 

S'lXOllY Poland: and Sa'XOl'lY thereby- fell under the gtJ.. 
falls under f h K' of P' ill A t theQ"overn- vernment 0 t e 109, ' 1 U lla. n even 
m~~tofthe which as it was ,the moO: confiderable for 
KIl1<>" of ,-, 
PlUffia. ftrenthening the; King of Pruffia, Gould not have 

been- obtained without the ~tmoft difficulty and 
danger, and obliging the Pr~ffian'Monarch to 
me- fome further xm:ans to effeCt it, than might 

By bad po- have been confiftent, either with his ftrength, or 
~i,y. fOund policy, had-his Polifh Majefty it'ood out, and 

put his foe upon the neceffity of driving him from 
his' t'hrane and out of his eletroTa1:e by mere fim:-lri 
FJ:ad hi.s army 01'1y laid down their arms; had 
they been difperfed', or ditbanclecf by their owri 
Sovereign's authority, it would have greatly em .. 
bar-rafTed the KingofPruffia, how to compel them 
to enter int.'O a roreign fervice; unto whom he novt 
ac-q-'.J.ired a right by capitulation and the laws 
of war: and the embarraffment would have- l1eerl 
greatly increafed by a refalute continuation of-the 
Ele£t:or's adminifhation of his own g-overnment; 
which the King of Ptuffia would fcaree- have forced 
out of his hands, when the Saxon army had been 
dilbanded. But the ruinous confeql:1ences of this 
capitulation and abdication ar-e fo apparent in the 
progrefs of the war, that there- is no need of fur
ther reflexions; and we ihall difmifs the [ubjea 
with this adQitioR, to w,hat has been already ob-

ferved, 
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ferved, That the French minifiry endea"oured to A. !? 
caft the whole blame of this invafion upon the 175

6
• 

I· . 1 fi d b G B·· d The ufe allance new y Igne etween reat ntatn an made of 

Pruffia, and fipare.d no pains to perfuade the Ro- tF\lis b
h
y the 

rene • 
man Catholic Princes, that their alliance was To propa-

formed with a particular intention to deftroy the'~r~~sa:~: 
Romiili intereft and religion in Germany. This b 

countenanced the convention, which was now A COllvetl

made wi~h the Emperor, and which regulated the !~~n E:~~
number and fervice of forces to be fent from ror. 

'France into Germany. The Pruman minifter was 
ordered to quit Verfailles immediately P ~ and 
th~ French King declared his refolution to main-
tain the public peace of Europe againft all, that 
fhould attempt to break it; and efpecially to fup-
port the pragmatic fauCtion, the treaty of Weft-
phalia, and the Romifh religion. 

At home, the repeated accounts )of the vigo- DonaeIt:tc 

rous efforts made by the French, to carry thdr clfai.rli. 
point in America, and the notorious negleCt or 
mifmanagement of our colonies; and, at laft, the 
account of the lofs of Of we go, and of its depen-
'dences and confequences, being arrived, his moil: 
gracious Majefty, convinced by the abortive en
quiries into former mifcarriages and unaccount-
able loffes, that it was in' vain to endeavour any State .of 

longer to mend his adminiftration by fuch pallia- the naticiU. 

'tives, as had been recommended to him, refolv,ed 
upon fatisfying his p'eople by removing from his 
councils fome, that had rendered themfelves moft 

P And the French mininer withdrew rriyately from Berlin. 

obnoxi-
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obnoxious to the nation, and calling up to his fer'; 
vice and cabinet others, recommended by the una';. 

nimous voice of his fllbjeB:s. 
The difcontent of the nation q cannot be better 

expreffed than in the addreifes to the King, and 
in· the in!huCtions to the reprefentatives in par
liament, during their recefs r. It was vaftly in
creafed by our additional calamities: and appeared 
more and more in the uncommon difficulty, with 
which a fubfcription, opened at the exchequerfot 
the fum of 500,000 J. was after many days filled; 
occafioned by the little profpeCt of having matters 
mended in the hands of thofe, who had done fo 
little with the immenfe fums raifed for the fervice 
of the current year; the only fervice done the 'na~ 
tion having been performed by our privateers: 
which were fitted out with furprizing fpirit, ii'ot 
only by merchants, but by pariibes and private 
clubs or focieties, who feemed to vie with each other 
in the means to diftrefs • the enemy; and thus 

turned 

'I Amongll other tokens of this difcontent with the minille. 
rial meafures, we may rank the ·refufal of quarters, in winter, 
to the Heffian forces, at the breaking up of their camp'; there 
being no law then to oblige us to quarter foreign troops. 

r See thefe addrefi"es and infiruClions on p. 418, &c. of 
vol. I. 

S One remarkable inllance of the bravery of our priva
teers has been already given in the affair of the Antigallican; 
another happened. and about the fame time, between the 
Terrible and Vengeance, of which the following is the ac
couct wrote by John Withy, third lieutenant of the Terrible • 
. " ~n Thurfday, December the 23d, we faw a fail at day

bght III the morning, we being then in the lat. of 470 10' 

long. 
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turnedl the war, carried .on at thept;lblic expence, 
with fo little fuc_cefs, to the advantage of indi
viduals. 

His 

long. llo 20'. weft from the Lizard. We immediately gave 
chafe to her, and fhe made all the fail fhe could from us; 
and about twelve at noon we came within gun-lbot of her. 
We fired a gun to bring her to, which fhe returned with her 
fiern-chafe, and hoifted French colours. She continued firing 
at us, and we at her, 'till almoft two o'clock, before we 
could get up c10fe along fide of her, when, we firing a broad
ftde into her, lbe ftruck, and we found her to be a fhip from 
St. Domingo bound for Nantz, laden with fugar, coffee.and 
ind·igo. We loft in this engagement our fourth lieutenant 
and three men. We put on board her our firil lieutenant 
and fifteen men, and were convoying her for Plymouth: but 
on Monday, December 27, in lat. 480 30'. long. 60 30'. from 
the Lizard, at day-light in the morning, we faw two fail 
bearing fouth by eaft from us, diftance four leagues: we 
obferved the largeft fhip to bring the fmall one to, and fpeak 
to her, and in about an hour after we faw the large lbip bear
ingdown for us, the wind being then at fouth-eaft. We then 
bawled up our main-fail, and laid our mizen-top fail aback, 
our prize being too far a-ftern for her to come up with us. 
We then cleared fhip, and got every thing ready for en
gaging; we likewife muftered all hands, and found we had 
no more than one hundred and fixtcen, officers, men, and 

, boys, that were able to fiand to their quarters, the reft being 
either dead, or lick below with a difiemper called the fpotted 
fever; that raged among the lbip's company. The enemy 
bore down UpOll us with Englifh colours flying, 'till within 
piftol-/hot of us: then lbe haw led up her courfes, handed 
her top-gallant fails, and hoifted French colours_ We had 
our people at their quarters on the !larboard-fide; but our 
prize being a heavy laden lbip, lbe could not keep in a line 
with us, but fell to leeward; which the enemy obferving, 
t.ook the opportunity to run between her and us, and fired 
her larpoard broad.fide into our prize, which /he returned. 

- The 

III' 

A. D. 
17)6. 
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His Majefty in the firft place, to 1X>nvince his 
Br.itifh fuhje&s, that he would rely on their courage, 

and 

'the enemy then ranged on our larboard quarter, and fired 
her frarboard broadfide into us, which almoft raked us fore 
~ild aft, and killed' and wounded a great many of our men, 
'With the way that fhe haa ranged clofe up along fide of us, 
our yard arms were but jufr clear of one another: and as fOOD 

as we got all our guns to bear upon her, we fired a whole: 
broadfide into her, our guns being ail loaded with round and 
grape,fhot, which made a very great haughter among them. 
We both fell clofe along-fide of one another, and lay fo for 
the fpace of five or fix minutes, her fore chains a-breall: of 
ours; but fhe was afraid to board us, and we had not men 
enough to board her. As foon as we had fheered clear of 
one another, we exchanged our broadfides, which proved 
very fatal to us both, for there were a great many killed and 
wGunded on both fides. But what did us moft damage in 
killing our men, was their fmall arm men in their tops: thet 
had flxteen men in the rna-in and fore-tops, and eight in the 
mizen, top, who were conftantly killing our men, and we hac! 
not men to fend into our tops. We loft every man we' hac! 
on the quarter-deck, either killed outright or eIfe miferably 
wounded, except the captain and two men more; and the 
~aptain they !hot through the body after he had frruck. tIrey 
likewife killed and wounded all that were in fight on the 
main-deck, but me, and eight or nine men more; and I had 
a very narrow eCcape, for a mulket-ball grazed my right 
cheek, and gave me a flight wound; befides which, I was 
blown up with a powder Balk. So that in this fhort, but 
bloody engagement, we had upwards of fifty men killed out. 
right, and about forty wounded, and never an officer on 
board the lhip, but myfel£, but what was killed outright, or 
dying of their wounds. The French uCed us very ill,1!ripping 
us of every thing. and fome of our people they left almoft 
naked. They turned Our nrft lieutenant, and all our people. 
down in a clofe confined place forward, the nrfr night that 
we C .. l>1e on board, where twenty-feven of them were frilled 

before: 
I 
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and zeal for the defence of his perron and realm, A. D~ 
oraered .his ~Iea:oral troops to embark for Ger~ 175

6
. 

d d . d h d' f . 1 Hanove-
ma~y; an a mltte, t e e~pe tency 0 a natIOna ri8n troops 

and weB-regulated militia, in, cafe of danger from fent away. 

an invafion: and then proceeded, as far, as he in pru- Change in 
• r. the minif-

dence thought aqvl1eable, at prefent, to make fuch try begun. 

alterations in his miniftry, as might pleafe his people. 
He began with a new' commiffion for executing 
the office of treafurer of his Majefty's exchequer; 
by whiGh the Duke of Newcaftle, the firft Lord of 
the treafury, was obliged to make way for his 
Grace William, Duke of Devon1hire t, and the 
Right Hon. Henry Bilfon Legge was made chan-, 
cellar of the exchequer, inftead of Sir George 

Little-

before morning; and feveral were hawled out (or dead, but 
the air brought th~m to life again; and a great many of them 
died of their wounds on board the Terrible, for want of care 
being taken of them, which was out of our doCtor's power to 
do, the enemy having taken his inftruments and medicines 
from him. Several that were wounded they heaved over
hoard alive. The firft and third captains of the Frenchman 
were killed in the engagement, with their captain of marines 
and fixty men outright, 'and feventy wounded, feveral of 
whom died of their wounds, while we wer~ on board. The 
frigate is called the Vengeance, belonging to St. Malo: 
mountetl 34 guns nin.e and twelve pounders, and 350 men 
when we eng;tged. 

" P. S. By an account I have had from our Iieutenilnt of 
marines that was in St. Mdo's hofpital, the French all died 
of their wounds before he came to Dinant." 

t Nov. 16. The King appointed his Gnce William, Duke 
of Devonfhire, the Right Hon. Henry, BilfoR Legge, Robert 
Nugent, Efq; the Hon. William Ponfonby, commonly called 
Lord Duncannon, and the Hon. James GrenviJIe, to be 
. VO.L. II. H ' c;ommif· 

13 
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A. D. ,Littleton, Bart. By another commiffion for the 
1756. marine department, the place of the Lord Anfon, 

firft Lord 1of the admiralty, was filled by the Right 
Hon. Richard, Earl Temple u: The Right Hon. 
George Grenville was made treafurer of the 

Navy. , 
Parliament On the fecond day of December his Majefty, 
meets. thus intentioned, and, in part, difentangled from 

His Ma
jefry's 
Cpeech. 

a minifiry, to whofe mifmanagement the prefent 
anxieties, difquietudes al'ld misfortunes were. ge
nerally afcribed, met his parliament, and, by a 
gracious fpeech from the throne, in a great mea· 

. [ure obviated all applications, which the -repre
fentatives of the people had been inftructed to 
make by their confiituents . 
. His Majefiy told his parliament, That he had 

called them together in a conjunCl:ure, which 
highly required their deliberation, advice and 
affiftance: and that he trufted, under the guid
ance of Divine Providence, that union and firm
nefs in his affectionate people, would carry him, 
with honour, through all difficulties, and finally 

(ommiffioners for executing the" office of treafurer of his Ma· 
jelly's exchequer, in. the room of the Duke of NewcalUe, 
Sir George Littleton, Bart. Piercy Wyndham Obrien, and 
Henry Furnefe, Efqrs. 

U The King appointed the Right Hon. Richard, Earl 
Temple, the Hon. Edward Bofcawen Temple Weft and , ~ , 
John Pitt, Efqrs. George Hay, doaor of laws, Thomas 
Orby Hunter, and Gilbert Elliot, Efqrs. to be commiffioners 
fo~ e.x-eeuting the offiee of Lord High Admiral of Great 
Bnta.1O and Ireland, and of the dominions thereunto: ~e. 
longmg. 

v:ncJj· 
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vindicate the dignity of his ctown, and its Un
dubitable rights, againfl: the antient enemy of 
there kingdoms. He affured them that the fuc
cour and prefervation of America could not but 
(onftitute a main object of his attention and foli
citude: and that the growing dangers, to which 
our colonies might fl:and ~xpofed, from our late 
loffes W in thofe parts, demanded refolutions of 
vigour and .difpatch. He added, That an ade
quate and firm defence at home, had poffeffed the 
chief place in his thoughts, and that in this view 
he had nothing fo much at heart, as that no 
ground of diffatisfaction might remain in his 
people. Therefore he recommended to the care 
and diligence of his parliament, the framing a 
national lllilitia, planned and regulated, with equal 
regard to the jufl: "rights of his crown and people, 
as what in time might become one good refource 
to th~t end, in cafe of general danger. He ob. 
ferved, That the unnatural union of councils 
abroad"; and the calamities, which in confe
quence of this unhappy conjunction, might, by 
the irruptions of foreign armies into the ~mpirep 
1hake its confl:itution, overturn its fyftem and 
threaten oppreffion to the proteftant intereft there; 
and that ruch events muft fenfiblyaffect the minds 
of this nation, and had already fixed the eyes of 
Europe on this new and dangerous crifis. He 
then informed them, That he had ordered his 

w Of Of we go, fee page 476, ,&c. vol. 1. 
" III the alliance betwten Auftria and France. 

H 2 Electoral 

lIS 
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A. D. Elecroral troops home to his German dominions; 
175

6
• and declared, That he wOllld with pleafore rely 

on the fpirit and zeal of his Britilh fubjects' for 
the defence of his perf on and realm. He reeom'" 
mended more vigorous efforts in the profeeution 
of the war, though attended with large expenee, 
to a lefs effectual, and therefore le[s frugal plan of 
war. Thus faid he, "I have placed before you 
the dangers and neceffities of the public: it will 
be your care to lay the burdens you may judge 
unavoidable, in fuch a manner, as will leaft di
firefs and exhauft my people." And concluded 
with thefe remarkable words, " Unprofperous 
" events of war in the Mediterranean, have drawn 
"from my fubjecrs fignal proofs Y, how dear
"ly they tender my honour and that of my 
" crown; and they cannot, on my part, fail to 
" meet with juft returns of unwearied caTe and 
" unceafing endeavours, for the glory, profperity 
" and happinefs of my people." 

S . r n This fpeech, (though it manifeftly fhewed the atlslaClo-

ry. afcendency of fome of the old leaven about the 
throne, by foliciting a parliamentary approbation of 
fuch meafures, as his Majefty hereafter ihould 
acquaint them would be neceifary, to fuppon his 
electoral dominions, and our allies in Germany, 
againft the effects of that unnatural union of 
councils at Vienna and Verfailles, and aaainft the 
irruption of French, R,-;!ffian, or any oth~r foreign 
armies into the Empire, to i11ake it~ conftirution, 

"Z In their addretres above r'-cited. S 8 V I I ... ee p. 41 ,&c. 0;. 

to 
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to ov~rturn its fyftem, 'and to oppr<ifs the prote-A. D. 

frant int~~dt) gave more public fatisfafrion than 17~6. 
he.r~tofore ; ,becaufe therein were promifed feveral 
great and na~ionai advantages; and his Majefty 
feemed willing to throw himfelf entirely into the 
arms of his Britifh fubjects. 

The Haufe of Commons ad~reffed. his Majefty Commons 

on this fpe.ech,. with more. unanimity, and, indeed addl'e[s. 

with:111o.re freedom of expr.effi0!1, tha.nhad -been 
known for fome years. After tendering their 
thanks for his. gracious fpeech, they exprefferl 
how far. they were .excited~y duty, and, warme~ 
with . gr,atitude, to .. a~knowledge from their 
hearts the .paternal care and royal condefcenfion 
~fhis Majefty, in pointing out from th~ throne" 
fuch a p~an of force for our defence? as beft ten~e~ 
to the :f~isfaa:ion of the people, and in particular 
a well .mppdled national militia, as one pr.op~r 
fecurity for his Majefty's perfon and realm. They 
profefled, that in 'their pre-fent arduous circum .. 
fiances, they next after Divi,neProviOen.ce, re-
Jied. on hi~ M~jefty) . ~ifd,om' and ni?gn~l)imiry; 
and put him in mind of the Britiih ,e!forts, in 
times pait, under Princes, whofe :firft glory wa-s to 
lowd ;theftrength of their governm~f;lt in the 
conten.qnent and harmony Qftheir fubjeCts. They 
promif~d" that being ,thps united and . ~hus an~:' 
mated, their, Boufe would .chearfuJly flH1porr; ,hlS 
'Majefty through 3:11 d\fficultie~, and~incl,i~ate, to 
,the UUl,JOn·, the,dignity :ofhis crown ;J.I,ld;jts ,un
'dubitable rights, again~ t-he ancient enemy qf 
thefe kingdoms: and they trufted that his Ma-

H 3 jefty, 
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A. D. jelly, thus ftrengthened at home, would find him.' 
175

0• felf rever'd abroa::l, and in a condition to fupport 
that weight and confiderarion in Europe, which 
belong to a' King of Great Britain; notwithftarid. 
ing the unnatural and unhappy union of councils; 
which had formed, on the continent, fo new and 
dangerous a crifis. They declared their conCern 
at the fad events of war in the Mediterranean and 
in America:- and affured his Majefty,· that they 
would take thofe affeCting matters into their moil: 
ferious c:onfideration, not imputing brame-to any 
unheard; and that they would, with all confi
dence, alacrity and difpatch, fecand his Majefty's 
royal care for the fpeedy fuc'cour and prefervation 
of America, under the growing dangers, to w4ie~ 
thofe invaluable poffefIionsfl:ood expofed. :1:;(;' 

Lords ad- The Houfe of' Peers: addreffed his ~ Majeffl~n 
drets. much the fame profeffions, declarations; promif~ 

and affllrances; but by the addition or thanks for 
his Majefty's condefcenfion to fend away his elec· 
toral troops, there arofe a warm oppofiti06,to 
that claufe only, by the ~Ol'ds,' who had oppOfed 
the bringing thofe forces into England. 

Mr. PITT This unanimity between the King and parlia.-
made fe- J: II d b h k . cretaryof ment was 10 owe . y anot er to en of hIS Ma- , 
Il:ate. jefty's regard for his people. On the fourth of 

December, the third day of the feffion of parlia
ment, the fea]s were given to the Right Hon. 
~ILLIAMPITT, Efq~ who, thedeligh~ofthena
tlOn, fucceeded to the office of fecretary of ftat~, 
in the place of Mr. Fox. . 

o~ 
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all this oeeation every advocate for their coun- A. D. 
try looked with pleafure towards the throne: every 17S

6
• 

friend of liberty exulted with joy, to fee the hap- ~:ili~~ka 
py day, when, they thought Majefty had difco- fpeech,8cc. 

vered the cloven foot; was come to a refolution 
to emancipate himfelf from thofe, who had brought 
upon him difhonour, difquietude and misfortu!,}es ; 
and had been gracioufiy pleafed to lignify his royal 
intention to rely upon the deliberation, advice and 
affiftance, not ofaFAcTIoN, butofa parliament 
infpired bya people, with unanimity and firmnefs, 
who had never failed to carry their Princes through 
all difficulties with honour, when Majefty had re-
lied on their affiftanee, and not forfeited their 
confidence by mifapplication of their money, or 
in purfuit of meafures, which threatned their Ii ... 
berty, and'debafed their credit .. A people defcend-
ed from that race of men, which in all ages had 
diftinguifhed themfelves for their loyalty and cou-
rage: who once won the French crown in the 
field 'of battle, and brollght their King to grace 
the triumph of our Prince: who more than once, 
in our own memory, reduced them to fue for 
peace; an.d who vindicated the dignity of the 
Britifh crowQ and its indubitable rights, againfr 
the ancient and natural enemy of this realm, when 

France was in a much better capacity for invading 
and conquering our territories • 

. How confpicuous was the difquie;ude, which 
corroded the royal mind, at the gloomy profpeCl: 
of his American colonies? when he difcovered 
the little regard paid to their fecurity, and the ilI-

H 4 concerted 
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concertefr means of carrying thofe faint efforts 
int~ execution; which the clamours of the people;. 
and the neceqity of keeping up appearances had 
obliged his late minHh:rs to make.What couklhe 
do more than declare his own intention, and point 
pUt the danger. and means of defence? 

How manifeft does it appear in this fpeech, that 
Majefty had been laid unde! a reftraint; and that 
his wifdom, in providing an adequate and firm 
p'refence for this kingdom; had not been permitted 
to exert itfelf; when he takes the firft opportunity 
to recommend to his parliamerit, the forming a 
national militia; notwithftanding the unwearied 
labour, and the many bafe infinuations, with 
which the faction, that lately furrounded the throne, 
endeavoured to diifl.lade him from trufting 4is. 
perf on and kingdom to the courage and fidelity of 
his Britifh fubjeC1:s. 

On former occaficins this militia fcheme had 
been treated in the great affembly of the nation, 
not with that r~gard, as its utility and importance 
deferved. We now·fhall f00D find that this coun
tenance, given to it by his facr~d Majefiy, dif. 
pelled that cloud of mifreprefentations, in which 
it had feveral times tnifcarried: and brought forth 
that natural ftrength of OUr conftitutiofl, which, 
by becoming one of the greateft fer,urities t() this 
kingdom, diftinguifned the reign of GeorgeU. 
and this parliament for their wifdom and good .. 
neG. . 

It was never known that a Britilli monarch, wh~ 
endeavoured to gain the confide?ce of his people, 

was 
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ilasdeeeive<i in his expectations of being revered 
It home, and enabled to fupport th'iJ.t weight and 
:onfideration in Europe, which belong to a King 
If a powerful, free and independent nation: .but 

t is the little regard fome Princes have' to their 
Iromifes, which gains themfelves fo·little regard; 
~a;ch the annals of all frates, and it will ,be 
ouod, That it is generally from thofe, with whom 
hey have contemptuoufiy broken their faith, that 
>rinces have met with the greaJeft oppofition 
,nd mifchief. 

121 

A. D. 
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How different, was our fituation at this junc- Remarks 

lire? The people were difatisfied with the coo- ~i~;~~ 
illB: of the miniftry: his Majefty in a great· mea- conduCt. 

llre removed that caufe of complaint. They iII').-
Ilored juftice on the caufe of their misfortunes 
nd loffes: his Maje!ly promifed z, "That he 
• would not fail to do juftice upon any perfon 
, found wanting in their duty:" They petitione~ 

or a national militia, and the fpeedy exporta1ioo 
If foreign forces out of this kingdom: his Ma-
~fty has recommended the former' to his parlia-
'lent; and given orders for the return of his 
Iect:oral troops to his German dominions ; being 
onvinced that the !lability of his throne,and 
be ftrength of his fceptire, depend upon the [pirit 
ndzea! of his Britifh fubject:s. 

The new mi'nifter's elevation gave fo genera! a Country 

ltisfaction, that confiding in his abiiities and in- ~~~t~~l~len 
~grity, the country gentlemen, in parliament, new.mini_ 

, frer 1I1 par-
, ,- , , - ,liamem. 

II See his Ma]efty's 'ai!fwel' to the city of London's addTet~. 
who 
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A. D. who had been a. watch and remora to the proceed:. 
1.756. iogs of the court under former adminiftrations) 

united hea:ti1y with the Right Hon. Vv'i1liam 
PITT, Efq; in every meafure to ftrengthen the 
hands of government. By this means every mo~ 
tion, he tpade in parliament, was carried withou~ 

CenduC'l: oppofitioll. In the mean time, the minifter' d\d 
o~ th; new every thing nn.ffible to confirm the opinion con-
mmli,er. r-

ceived of him. ,; He applied diligently both to pre-
vent any attempts upon this iOand, and to annoy 
the enemy, and to find them employment enough 

ni~ atten. to defend their own coafts: Scotland had always 
tion topre- been their chief expeCl:ation to create trouble with-
vent Scotch . 1".1 Th' h d b fi 1 °d b r~bellions. In oune 'Yes. IS a een requent y one y 

fpiriting up and affifting the clans, whofe chiefs 
were pro[cribed for their conneCl:ions with the 
exiled family of STU AR T, and whofe conneCl:ions 

-continued, rather through neceffity, and want of 
the means of reconciliation with their lawful Sove
reign, than any teal ,affeCl:ion for the Pretender, 
as had occafionally been proved by the fidelity of 
fome of them, that ferved· under Englilh com~ 
millions in the Iaft war. It was therefore pra-

. pofed to his Majeffy, to admit and to invite, by 
proper encouragements, the fufpeCl:ed part of the 

MI'!I\- . Scotch Highlanders into his pay. By this adoption 
~~ic:h::~~- his Majefty recovered a refpeCl:able body offubjeets, 
from. whO' for many years had withdrawn themfelves 

from his protection, and had been ready, upon all 
occafions, to join with, or to favour the ddigns 
of France upon England. By this expedient the 
feeds of rebellion were improved into the fervice 

.; of 
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or bur country: and thofe very Highlanded, "that A. D. 

ufed to be a terror on formeroccafions, and're- 175
6

; 

quirecl an army to be always kep@ in readinefs, to 
prevent their rifing, in favour of a foreign power, 
·and had often defeated our beftconterted meafures 
againft France, by their in vafion of England; were 
'now converted into regular and national forces,and 
-approv<:!d themfelves to'be both brave and faithful, 
in every fei-vice of Great Britain, wherever they 
were commanded. Thus France had nothing to Dell:roys 

hope for in Scotland by way of diverfion to our !he Frer;ch , ' mtereR: In 

vigorous meafures. Where there could be found Scatland. 

no men to favour a defcent,' it was impracticable 
for an enemy to invade us through the ,defolate a 

·highlands of North Britain: and thus England 
.was delivered from an extraordinary expenee of a 
northern army, and enabled to employ thofe troops, 
whofe fervice the Highlanders (that were afore-
times our terror) fupplied in diftant c1ilues, in 
the execution of fucb plans, as we fhallfind ruined 
our enemies, 'and could not have been performed 
''Without fueh an additional force. As by this 
means a door was opened for repentance; fo they 
who had been forced to live in exile, were now 
.engaged, by the ftrongeft ties of gratitude and 
intereft, to fupport the prefent family. 

Having carried this important point for pre- Heartily 

ferving the peace, and tranquility of the north; favou;s the 

I . h ft W'fh feftabhlh-the minifterjoined hearti y in te e a 1 ment 0 ment of a 
militia. 

_. By a moderate compu~ation there have been raifed inthis 
country 20,OOq men for the land fervice: and by the imprefs 
\Wlh not lefs than 10,000 able bodied feamen, 

a 
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A. D. a regular and well-difciplined militia, and in fc. 
1756. yt;rlJl other bilJs, which pa{f~d into laws cJq~ing 

this feffion of ~r1ia'lIlent, fO( the internl\l defence 
9f ·the -\1ation, the 1;l).Ql'e -effe&ual annoyance of 
pur enemies, and for retrieving our credit in Eu-

1\. change rope, and our misfortunes in America. .Our fears 
r:r:.ea- of an invalion were immediately diffipated: our 

fleets were no longer kept to guatd our ports;: -ex;. 
peqitions were preparing to infult the enemy's 

_ ·coafts;. and~ inftead of confurnling the vaft fU1116 

-of money, which had been:thrown away, in mock 
campaign's, at Cobham, Byfleet .and other p¥ts 
-of this iIland, 1aft fummer~. and -in the importa.
tion of foreigrLtroops ; due attenltioll was paid £0 
the motions of France on. the, Continent, and to 
the danger of our allies and intereB: in. Germany; 
fa far as might be done. without prejudice to the 
-American war7 _which was kept. always as the 
!Chief point in view by the minifter.; .all other mea
furesbeing made fubfervient to that gr.eat and im. 
~ortant objeCt. . .j) r,·· t~' } ":510 

Mefrage to . His: Majefty mindful ofh.is Lroyat word, that 
the P"'"blia- J"uftice fhould be ,done upon.) any. ·npifon found 
ment a out - r--
Admil-alwaoting in their duty, a menage was' fcotto the 
Byng" Commons concerning the imprifonment of Adm. 

Byng, and the proceedings .againfthim; who 
{)therwife, perhaps, might hav:e endea .... ourcid to 
avail himfelf of his. privilege, .as. ~ member of 
parliament. In camlilquence of which, the HQ~ 
being fatisfied with ~he proceeding~ of the qmrt, 

-<' 'the 
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le. admiral was brought to his" trial 
:red b. 

125 

and • fuf- A. D. 
1756; 

The parliament entred immediately upon mea· Men for 

h d f the land 
,·res to ftrengthen the an s 0 gov.ernment. and rea 

'he land fortes were augmented from 35,ooP to fervice. 

9-,749 effective men, including 4008 inV<llids. 
'he feamen were fenled at 55,000 men, inc1ud-
Ig . II ,:4 19 marines; with fufficient provifi{)n C 

)r thei~ maintenance. His Majefty was alfo en-
b-Ied to perform his agreement with, and to pro-
,K,l.e . for his Heman and Hanoverian forces d. 

5efides which, they granted ample [urns for garri-
fons: 

1> See p. 442 til 458, Vol. I. 
c Viz. 2,86Q,000 1. for the fea fervice, granted on Deeetn

er 16: and 1,213,7461. 3s. lod. for the land ferviee. 
ranted 23 December 1756. 

d For the HE S S I A N Troops. 
)ee. 23. For '6544 foot with the general and [. 

flaff-officers and train of artillery, from 
s. t/, 

Dec. 25,1756, to Feb. 24bothinclufive 
leb.24' For 6544 foot, &c. from Feb. 25, to 

23,335 17 II 

April 26 -- 22,959 10 2 

~pril 25. For 6544 foot, &e. from April 27, 
to May 27, 3' days 

v1ay 10. For the German pay for 6,600 foot, 
&c. from May 28 to Dec. 24-

-For the German pay for, ,400 horre, &c. 
from April 27 to December 24-

-For the German pay for 3,300 foot, &c. 
from April 22 to December 24-

-For the German pay for 700 harre, &c. 

o Q 

from Auguft 23 to December 24 6,119 9 6 
-For the remount and levy money for 700 

horre and 3,300 foot 37,2~6 17 6 
-For 
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fons: . for the ordnance: for levying new regi. 
ments: for forming and maintaining an army of 
obfervation in Germany, and fulfilling his Maje. 
fry's engagementswith the King of Pruffia : for the 
fupport of the Britifh forts on the coaft of' Africa: 
for the relief of South C~rolina and Virginia; the 
fupport of Nova Scotia and Georgia: for enabling 
the Eaft India ~mpany to keep a military force·in 
their fettlements e: and. for feveral other ufes' and 

contin-

-For making good his Majefty's engage- £. s. ,. 
ment with the Landgrave of Helfe Caftle 60,766 I q. 

-For defraying the charge of an advanced 
fubfidy to ditto 26,007 S 6 

-For the remaining moiety of the'remount 
money for J400 horfe --- 13,475 0 0 , 

For HAN 0 V E R I A N Troops. 
Dee. 23' For 8,605 foot, with the general and 

ftaff-officers, and train of artillery, from 
Dec. 25, 1756, to Feb. 25, 1757 33,025 I 6 

Feb. 24. For 5.726 foot, &c. from Feb. 25, 

1757, to March 26 -- -- - 9,494 3 9 
March 29. For defraying the expences of the 

march of the Hanover troops, in pay of 
Great Britain, both at their coming here, 
and their return back to Germany - - 3' ,959 13 6 

e Jan. 17, 1757. For the ordinary of the navy, 
including half-pay to fea officers 223,939 7 7 

March 7. Towards the llUiJdings, re-buildings, 
and repairs C!f his Maje1l:y's navy 200,000 0 0 

March 29· Towards paying off the debt of 
the navy - - - - :ZOO,OOO 0 Q 

Dec. %3.1756. For forces and garrifons in the 
plantations and Gibraltar, and for provi
flons for the garrifons in Nova Scotia, N ew-
foundland, Gibraltar, and Providence 42 3,963 16 10 

_For 
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:ontingencies: which Jupplies, in the whole, A. D. 

amounted to 8,35°,3251. 95. 3d. for the payment 1756. 
, f Supplies 

o granted. 

-For the pay of the general and ftalf-offi- £. t. d. 
i cers, and officers of the hofpiial - - '47,060 15 10 

ran. 17. For the charge of the office of ord-
nance forland-fervice'for 1757 161,5)7 J 10 

fan.20. For defraying the exceedings of ditto 
, in 1756, not provided for - --- 228,196 + 7 

Feb. 10. For defraying the charge of two' 
_ Highland battalions of foot 46,02'z 5 0 

March 7. For defraying the oharge of four reo 
giments 'of foot on the Iriih eftabliihment, 
ferving in North America and the Eaft In-
dies, and augmentil)g 0 Farrel's regiment 
of foot 

--For the reduced officers of the land forces 
and -marines 

Mar. Ie. For defraying ,the remainder of the 
exceedings of the office of ordnance for 
land fervice for 17 S 6 

Apri14. For defraying the extra expences of 

33 • .000 0 0 

47, 869 z 4 

thelandforcesinl7S6 -- I11,570 19 7 
Feb. Ie. For defraying the charges of the 

civil eftabliihment of Georgia. and other 
incidentalexpences, from June 24, 1756, 
to June 24, 1757. 

Feb. 21. For affifting his Majefty in forming 
and maintaining an army for theidefence of 
his Electoral dominions and thofe of his 
a1lies, and to enable his Majefty to fulfill 

3,557 10 Q 

his engagements with the King of Pruffia 20.0,.000 0 .0 

--For fuppOiting Nova Scotia for 1757, 
upon account 28,789 S 1 

~ For defraying tIle expenees incurred by 
fupporting that fettlement in 1755 15,381 4 0 

May 19. For defraying the extraordinary ex-
pences of the war in 1757 1,0.00,000 0 0 

--.-For 
I 
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A. D. of which fum there were funds eftablifh~d to the 
175

6
• amount of 8,689,OSd. 19 s. 7 d. which was an 

overplus of 338,7261. lOS. 4d. to prev~1t any 
deficiency that might happen in the guinea lottery ... 
this year, firft attempted; or in any other branch -
of the ways and means. 

Heffians 
quartered 
by aCl: of 
parlia
ment. 

All the neceffary bufinefs 'was difpatched with 
equal zeal and expedition. The Heffian troops 
having been den\ed winter quarters by the p4bli
cans, who could not be compelled to receive them 
by law; and they having fuffered extremely by 
the feverity of the winter; one of the firft ca'res of 
the parliament was to prepare a bill to make pro
vifion for quartering foreign forces, which paft 
without oppofition, and was figned by commiffion 
on the 17th of December 1756. By this act, 
thefe foreign troops were, in every refpect, to be 
treated, as the native troops of this kingdo1T!, till 
their return f. 

Bills p::tffed Two bills were at the fame time brought into 
~f~et7:r~a- the Haufe of Commons; the one for regulating 
vice. 

--For the relief of his Majefiy's fubjeCl:s in 
North and South Carolina and Virginia, in 
recompence for fervices, on account -

--To the Eall: India company to enable 
them to keep a military force in their fettle
ments in the Eall: Indies, in lieu of a batta
lion of his Majefty's troops withdrawn from 
thence - __ 

-For fupporting the BritiIh forts, &c. on 
the co aft of Africa 

£. 

5°,oCO 

20,000 

10,000 

s. J. 

o 0 

o o· 

o 0 

f A pardon was granted to deferters in the land fervice, on 
condition, they Ihould returp before the Iaft day of January 
17 S7, by proclamation, dated December 31, 1757. 

2 the 
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he marine forces whilea-fhore; which differed A. D. 
rom the-mutihy act only ip giving the Lord~ of liS5• 
hefldmifalty power to grant commimon~ for 
lolding.:general, ~ourts martial, and to do every 
fling, 'a~Gl in the fame manner, as his Majefty is 
mpowered to do by the ufual mutiny bill. The 
~her was for the more fpeedy and effectuar recruit-
Ighis. Majefty's land forces and marines, whereby 
lftices of the peace, commifficners of land tax, 
1agiftrates of corporations and boroughs were in-
eUed with a power to meet, under certain direc-
ons from the war office', in their refpective divi-
Dns; and at their meetings to enliji volunteers 
lr the land favice, on or before the 1ft of May , 
irh a bounty of three pounds to be paid by the 
:ceiver general or collector of the land tax; and 
1 condition of being difcharged at the end of 
lree years, if the war {hollid then be ended, 
herwife at the end of the war: and to imprefs 
to the faid fervice, all able bodied idle and dif
'derly petfons, who did 'not exercife and induftri. 
lOy follow fame lawful occupation, or had not 
bfiftence fufficient to maintain themfelves: for 
10m they were alfo empowered to fearch, &c. g 

nd it ordained that all men thus apprehended, 
judged within the defcription of the aCt, and ap
oved by the military officer in attendance, iliollld 
delivered to that officer, who fllould pay 20 S. 

~ each unmarried man, and 405. for a man with 
/Vife or family, to be applied to the uie of the 

g See the c1aufe on p. :Zl8. Vol. I. 
VOL. II. I pariih : 

14 
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pariili; provided there was no informer, who. was 
intitled to IDS. of the money. The act further 
ordained, That they ihould not imprefs any man 
troubled with a rupture' or any other bodily in
firmity; nor a reputed papifl, nor one under the 
fize of five feet four inches tall, nor under the 
age of J 7, nor above the age of 45, nor anyone 
qualified to vote for a member of parliament: 
and that no man thus impre1fed fhould be intitled 
to his difcharge till he had ferved five years, or 
till the end of the war. It was further provided~ 
That no private foldier enlifted under this aa, 
might during the time he fhould remain in Great 
Britain, be difcharged without the confent of the 
colonel or field officer commanding the regiment; 
or, if a marine, without the confent of the ad· 
IlJiralty; the officer difcharging him in any other 
manner, to be cafhiered. 

Thefe acts pall: without oppofition; though at 
a time when there might not have been the like 
,neceffity for a powerful augmentation of our 
forces, nor an equal opinion of the minifter'slove 
for his COllntry, the power given, at large, to the 
feveral denominations of men, in this commiffion, 
without difiinction, or regard to their abilities and 
private charaCters, to imprefs their fellow fubje8:s, 
would have' met with a ftrenuous and reafonable 
oppofition; as it put the liberty of the fubjea, 
fame times, anel in [orne places, in the power of 
a worthlefs, over-bearing and feIf-interefted rna .... 
gift-rate. 

The 
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TIU LA T E WAR. 

The bill for regulating the militia, was men- A. D. 

tioned fo early in this feffion of parliament, as on 175
6

• 

b 1 For the 
the 4th day of December, y Co onel GEORGE, mili~ia. 
(now General) TOWNSEND, eldeft fon of the Lord 
Vifcoimt Townfend, whofe patriotic fpirit could 
Ilever fhine with greater luftre than in his unwea-
ried and difinterefted, endeavours to plan, and to 
carry" this conftitutional act through the Houfe, 
under the aufpices and aid of the King's recom
mendation, againft that natural averfion to militia 
forces, which ftill fubfifted amongft fome ,men in 
power, and of great influence in both houfes of 
parliament; and whofe military abilities and con-
duct will give us frequent occaGon to mention him 
with honour to his country. -But the many diffi
culties, which the gentlemen charged with its 
formation had to encounter, and the competitions 
of interefts they had to reconcile, drove it3 firft 
reading off till the 26th of January: and, after 
mature deliberation, and feveral alterations to fa-
tisfy the moft cinic oppofition, this bill fo well 
confidered, and recommended from the throne it-
felf, underwent diverfe material amendments, be-

'fore it was fit for the royal airent. The moft dif-
agreeable alteration was the reduction of the num
ber of men to one halP propoted by the Houfe 
of Commons. This occafioned fome warm de
bates in the lower h01.1fe: but after feveral con
ferences, the patriotic members having been de
prived of the afiiftance of Mr. PITT, who had be~a 

h Viz. to 32,340 met!, for England and Wales. 

I l. forced 
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forced to tefign the feals, gave way, rather than 
furnilh the oppofition with a plaufible pretence to 
throw the bill out. To which refrriCtions and al· 
terations we may impute thofe imperfeCtions, thatt 

in many particulars, have crampt the due execu
tion of the militia aCt; which paft the royal alfent 
on the 28th of June i. 

J' \ I.., ':. 
A 

JAn a~ridgmenl of the allfor ~etter ordering Ibe militia/arm ill 
theflveral (oanlies of that part of Great Britain taIled Eng

land, paffed 28 June 1757. 

WHereas a well ordered and well-difcipIined militia is 
elfentially neeelfary to the fafety, peace, and profperity 

of this kingdom. 
Be it enaCted, That from the Ii]: of May J757, thelieu

tenants of counties fhall arm and array proper penon,; and 
the lieutenants fhall appoint their deputyJieutenants, and 
give commiffions to lieutenant colonels, majors, and other offi
cers, whofe names fhall within a month, be certified to the 
king. 

The lieutenant of every county fhall have the chief com
mand of the militia of that county. 

In each county fhall be appointed twenty or more deputy 
lieutenants, if fo many can be found qllalified, each of whom 
fhall pofi"efs 400 pounds a year, in freehold, copyhold. cu
nomary eilate for life, or an eilate for fome long term of years, 
determinable upon lives, or fhall be heir apparent of a pof
feffion of 8001. a year. A lieutenant colonel, or major, !hall 
be poifelfed of 300 a year, or heir apparent to 600. A cap
tain fhall poifefs zoo a yea.r, or be heir to fOo, or to be the 
fon of one who pofi"effes, or at his death did poffefs 600 a yell'. 
A lieutenant fhall polfefs 100 a year, or be the fon of one who 
poffeffes or at his death did poKefs 200. An enfign fhall pof
fefs 50 pounds, or be the fon of one who poffefi"es or at the 
~me of his death did poffefs 100. One moiety of the eJlatc 
111 all thefe cafes, lying within the county. 

lD 
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A bill of fuch confequence to the liberty of the 
fubjeCl:: againft the practices of a minifterial power, 

and 

In counties where twenty deputy lieutenants with proper 
qualifications cannot be found, it !hall be fufficient to appoint 
fo many as can be found. 

A right to the immediate reverfion of an eflate leafed out 
for lives on a referved rent, producing to the letfee the clear 
yearly rent of 300 pounds, !hall be confidered as equivalent 
to an eftate of 100 pounds a year, and fo in proportion. I 

An enfign or lieutenant may be promoted to be a captain; 
and a captain or major may be promoted to be a lieutenant
colonel, on extraordinary occafions, on account of merit. 

The King may dirplace any deputy-lieutenant or officer, 
and the lieutenants !hall appoint others in th~ir fiead. 

Every deputy or officer !hall give in his qualification to the 
clerk of the peace, and tak~ the oaths to the government, 
within fix months after he fuall begin to act, on penalty Of 
2001. on deputy lieutenants, and all above the degree of cap
tain; and 100 I. on captains and thofe under. 

Peers are exempted from ferving by themfelves or ruMi
tutes; but' they and heirs apparent of peers, may be appoint
ed deputy lieutenants, or commiffion officers, and their quali
fications need not to be left with the clerk of the peace; but 

on taking the oaths, &c.' they may act without being otherwife 
qualified. ' 
. A commiffion in the militia !hall not vacate a feat in parlia
ment. 

At the end of every fOlll' years a number of officers !hall be 
difcharged equal to the number of thofe, who, duly qualified, 
{hall follicit for admiffion. 

To each regiment and adjutant !han be appointed, who has 
ferved in the regular forces, in which he !hall fiill retain hi$ 
rank; and to every company of the militia, !hall be appointed 
two or more ferjeants (in the proportion of one ferjeant to 
twenty private men) out of the regular forces, who !hall be 
intided to the hofpital of Chelfea, And ferjeants appointed 

i ~ from 
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and carried with fo much refolution, may be look.-, 
ed upop with furprize. But when we confider the 

popularity 

from that hofpital /hall be re-admitted on producing certificates 
of good behaviour. 

No perfons felling liquors by retail !hall be capabl~ of b~ing 
a ferjeant of the militia. 

The number of pr~vate lI\ell ferving in the militia !hall be j 
for 
Bed ford thire 400 Nottingham county and 
Berkfi"iire 560 town 
Bucks 560 Oxford!hire 

Cambridglhire 480 
Chefter and Chefter county 560 
Cornwall 640 
Cumberland 
Derby'lhire 

320 

560 
1600 

540 

Rutland!hire 
S~lop 

Somerfetlhire 

Southampton county 
and town 

Staffordlhire and Litc)1-
field 

Devonlhire and Exon city 

Dorfetlhire and Poole 
Durham 400 Suffolk 
E1fex 
Gloucefter!hire. Gloucef

ter city, and Briftol 
Hereford 
Hertford 

960 Surry 
Su1fex 
Warwick county and 

Coventry 
Weftmoreland 

Huntingdon 310 Worcefter county and 
Kent and Canterbury city 960 city 
Lancalhire 800 Wilts 

Leicefterlhire 560 York city and Weft 
Lincoln county and city 1200 , Riding 

Tower Hamlets 1160 York North Riding 
Middlefex, reft of l600 -Eaft Riding and Hull 
Monmouthlhire 240 Anglefea 
Norfolk and Norwich 960 Brecknock 
Northamptonlhire 640 Cardigan 

NOrthumberland, New- Caermarthen county 
callie on Tyne and Ber- and town 

560 

960 

800 

800 

560 

800 

1249 
720 

400 

8~ 
160 

120 

;!OO 

wiCk' 5eo Cjlrn~vo.. 80 

D~nbig~ 
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popularity of the objea, and the immediate exi
gencies Of the ftate at this critical conjuncture, it 

appears 

Denbigh 280 Montgomery 24-1' 
Flintlhire uo Pem b,roj{elhire and 
G lamorganlhire 360 Hayerfor~ -'W 16(,' 
M.erioneth!hire 80 Zadnor!hire 120 

There !hall be no more than one captain, one lieutenant, 
and one .cnngn, to 80 private men. . 

Where the proportion of men direaed by this aB: to be 
raifed in any county !hall be judged by the lieutenant to be too 
large, the privy-council, on application, may regulate it. 

The lieutenant of each county with. two deputy lieutenants,' 
or three or more deputy lieutenants in the abfence of the lieu
tenant, !hall meet on the 12th of July 1757, and on the firIl: 
thurfday in June, in every fubfequent year, and require the 
head conftables to deliver in a lift of all the men between the 
age of 18 and SO, in their feveral diftrias, except peers, 
()fficers of the militia, officers of the regular forces or garri ~ 
fons, members of .either univerfitYl clergymen, teachers of 
feparate meetings, peace and pari!h officers, articled clerks, 
2nd apprentices, and feamen, noting in the lift the men la~ 

l>ouring under any bodily infirmity. 
- Every deputy conftable, or other petty officer, !hall traRr.m~t 
10 the head conftable the lift of his divifion, having firft affiJi:ed 
it to the door of the churc~ or chapel for one Sunday., 

On the day appointed for receiving thefe lifts, the lieute. 
nants and deputy lieutenants !hall fettle -the number t9 be taken 
from each hundred, or divifion 9f the county, They fhall 
then fobdivide themfeJ..ves, and,three or mere deputies. or two 
deputies with one juftice of the peace; or one depu~y with 
two jullices, !hall meet within a month in every fubdivifion, 
'0 hear the complaint of thof~, that think themfelves:entitled 
to exemption; and upon any juft caufe !hall correa the lift~r 
They !hall then fettle the number to be raifed in each parilh, 
4&nd chufe the individuals by lot; and within three week» after-

J 4 wards 
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appears that fear was th~ prevailing motive, which 
deterred the greateft fticklers and the m~il:, factio'us 

opponents 

wards, the perf on fa chofen {hall appear before them; each of 
whom Ihall take the oaths, and enier into the militia for threi: 
years, or bring one to ferve as ais fubilitute, or forfeit 10 I. 
and' be liable at the end of three years to ferve again. 

Three deputies, or two deputIes and a juilice, '01' one deputy 
and two juftices, {hall meet in their feveral fubdivilions occa
llonaUy at other times, and annually on the Tuefday before 
Michaelmas; and if any perfon 35 years old Ihall Ihew jult 
caufe fo; his difcharge, it !hall be granted, and another cbofeo 
1)y lot in nis room; and the vacation by death {hall be filled 
up in the fame manner. 

A militia man removing to another parifb, "{hall ferve the 
remainder'of his time in the new parilh.· 

New lifts of men qualified for fervice {han be made every 
year. 

A new body Ihall he chofen every third year, fa that all 
peirOns "duly q ualilied may ferve in their turns, each for three 
years. 

A Jill; orthe perfons ferving in each parilh {hall be tranrmit· 
ted to the lieutenant. . , 

An officer negleCl:ing to return his lift, or making a falfe and 
partial lift, Ihall be commifted for a month to the common 

toal; or be fined not more than five pounds, or refs than 40s. 
. Every private man ferving for himfelf Ihall be exempted 
from ftatLite work, from ferving peace or parilh offices, or in 
the regular forces. 

He that has ferved three years !hall not ferve again until by 
rotation 'if comes to his turn. . 

Married lTIen having petfonal1y ferved in the militia, if call. 
ed out in care of invafion or rebellion, Ihall be entitled to the 
fame privileges of fetting up trades in any place of Great Bri. 
t'am. or- Ireland, as by act 22 Gc:o. IT. is granted to mariners or 
faldle1'S". 

A 
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opponents of the new minifters, from treating the 
militia bill with the fame ill-u[age, as on former 

occa· 

. A quaker refufin~ to ferve fluB hire another in his !lead; 
and if he neglects, a'Jum !hall be levied upon him by diilrefs, 
fufficient to hire anot~er man. 

Within one month ~fter the return of the lifts, the lieute
nant and two deputies, \ pr without the lieutenant three depu
ties, fuall form the mi,tia of each county into regiments. 
confiiling of not more thaI) twelve, nor lefs than feven com
panies of forty men each ;a-ppointing the commiffioned and 
non-commiffidned officers to each, company. 

They thall be exercifed thus: On the firl!: Monday in the 
months of March, April, May, June, July, Auguft, Sep
tember, and October, they fuall be exercifed in half companies; 
and on the third Monday in the faid month in companies. 

And once every year, on the Tuefday, Wednefday, Thurf
day and Friday of Whitfun-week, they fuall be exercifed in 
whole regiments. 

No man fhall be exercifed in half company or company 
more than fix miles from his own houfe. 

Notice of the time and place of meeting fuall be rent by 
the lieutenant and two deputies, or, without the lieutenant, 
by three deputies, to the high conftables, and by them to the 
petty conftables, who fhall fix them upon the door of their re
fpeCtive churches. 

The lieutenant fuaH appoint at pleafure a regimental clerk, 
a ferjeant-major out of the ferjeants, and a drum-major out 

of the drummers. 
If it fhould be thought inconvenient, on account of fairs or 

'markets, to exercife the militia on the day fet by this aCt, 
order may be made by three deputies, or two deputies and 
one juftice, or one deputy and three juftices, for exercifing 
them on any other day, Sunday excepted. 

In counties where the militia do not,amount to {even com
panies, and therefore cannot make a regiment, they fuall be 
'formed into a battalion, under the lieutenant and one field

officer, 
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occafrons,aJ1d obliged them to permit a few pa.' 
triots to carry a point;· fo contrary to their natural 

) incJina· 

officer, one adju.tant who thall be a {ubal~ern in the army, a 
ferjcant-maJor, a drum-major, and a clerk thaIl be appointe~ 
them,- an4 they !hall be exercifed as a complete regiment. 

Where ~ whole company or a half company cannot be 
bro~ght togeth~r, they may be exercifed in fmaller numbers, 
as the lieutenant or deputy thall direct. 

One commiffioned officer !hall attend the exercife of the 
half compa~y, and infpect their arms and 'accoutrements. 

The arms and doaths of the militia !hall be carefully kept 
by th~ cap\ai~ of each co~pany in thefts, provided by the 
;pari~ where they are depofited. The mu1kets thall be marked 
with an M and the name of the county. 

The King's lieutenants, or the c910nels, may feize, or re
move v:.hither they !hall think p~oper, the arms, doaths, and 
'accoutre~ents, when nece{[ary to the publkpeace. 

Any .perCon intrufted with the cuftody of anr. arms or 
doaths, delivering them out, unlefs for excrcife. Or by com. 
mand of his -fuperior officer, or by the order of any, jufiice. of 
the peace, under his hand and feal, may, by two jufiic~s, be 
committed to the county goal, for fix months. 

No pay, arms, or cIoathing, .1hall be ilfued, nor anyadjuo 
tant or ferjeant be appointed, till four-fifths of th.e men !hall 
have been chofen, and the officers have taken DIU their com~ 
mil1i9ns. 

The officer, who fuperintends the exercife, !hall call over the 
lift, and certify to a jufiice the names of thofe, who are ab
fent frpm exercife. The jufiice !hall examine the. excufe of~ 
fered, and if it be infufficicmt, !hall punith ~he defaulter for 
the lirfi offence by lining him 2 s. or fetting him in the fioc/ts 
for an hour; for the fecond he !hall line him 4- s. or {en~ 
him to tlle houfe of correction· for four days; for every~of.- ' 
fence afterwards he lhall fine him 6 s. and if it be not paid, 
fend him to Jhe houfe of correction for any time not exceed
~::g .. month. 

If 
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inclination. . Befides, they were beaten upon their 
own principles': they had no argument or device 

left, 

If any man {hall be conviCled upon oath, before a jufiice. 
of being drunk at the time of exercife, he 11-.a11 forfeit 105. 

or fit an hour in the fiocks. 
He that {hall be conviCted on oath, before a juftice, of in

faIence or difobedience to his officer, {hall, for his firfi offence, 
be fined 25. 6 d. and in default of payment be fent to the 
houfe of correCtion for four days; for the fecond 5 s. or com
mitted for feven days·; and for every offence afterwards be 
fined 40 s. and committed to the houfe of correction for any 
time not more than a month, nor l~fs than fo~rteen days. 

If any man /hall fell, pawn, or Iofe his arms or accoutre
ments, he fhall be fined a fum not exceeding three pounds, or 
in default of payment hI! committed to the houfe of correCtion 
for one mOl1th; ilnd if he cannotthen nife the fum required, 
for thr~e months. 

He that fhall negleCt to ret!]rn his arms in good order after 
exercife, the fame· or the next day, {hall be fined zs. 6d. or 
befent to the houfe of .correCtion for feven days: If he neg
leCt to return them by Monday after Whitfun-week. he {hall 
forfeit 5 s. or be fent to the h~ufe of correaiol} for fourteen 
days. And the rerfo~ e!ltrufted by the captain with the care 
of the arms and c1oaths, who {hall omit to compillin of fuch 
neglea, {hall forf!lit 20 s. 

The foldier or non-commiffioned officer, that {hall be ab
rent from his annual exercife, {hall forfeit 105. a day, or be 
coml11itted to the houfe of correction for a month. 

If any no~·commiffioned oHie'er {hall be conviCled, upon 
oath, of being negligent in his duty, or difobedient or info
lent to the adjutant, or other {'uperi~r officer, he {hall be fined 
by a jufiicea fum not exceeding 30S. or, in default of pay
ment be committed to the houfe of correCtion for fourteen 
days, and may be difcharged by the lieutenant. 

Whoever {hall unlawfully buy or receive any arms, or ac

coutrements belonging to the militia, fhall incur the penalty 
- of 
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left, (except they had pulled off the matk and 
availed themfelves folely upon _ a fufpicion or 

jealoufy 

of nve pounds. and in default of payment be imprifoned fer 

three months, or pu'btickly whipped. at the difcretion of the 
juflice. 

No man fhall be cenfuI:ed for abfence oceano ned byattend

ing an election. 
The militia are to be [ubj~ct in military affairs to their own 

officers, and in civil to the ci vii m~giilrate. 
All parifu officers are required to afiift the lieutenants and 

jullices. . 

In cafe of aaual invalion, or upon imminent danger there
of, and in cafe of rebellion, the King nril notifying the oeca

£on to parliament, if then fitting, or in their recefs to th~ 
privy-council, and to the people by proclamation. may direa 
the lieutenants, or any three deputy-lieutenants~ to draw out 
'their regim~nts. who fhall march, by his Majeily's order, to 
any part of the kingdom, under the command of fuch gene
rals, as he fhall appoint, receiving, during the fervice, the 
fame pay with the regular regiments of foot, and the officen 

holding the fame rank with the regular officers of the fame 
denomination. The militia, during the time of fervice fhall 
be liable to 'the law martial then fub/ifting; and any man 
wounded fhall be entitled to the hofpital of Chelf ea. A mili
tia-man not-appearing. or refuling to march on fuch occafion. 
1hall forfeit 40 I. or be committed to the county-goal for 
twelve months. 

In cafe of aRual invafion, or upon imminent danger there
of, and in cafe of rebellion, if the parliament be not fitting. 
nor its adjournment or prorogation to expire in fourteen daYl. 
the King may Cummon it to meet on any day, upon giving 
fourteen day,s notice; and they fhall meet accordingly for the 
difpatch of bulinefs. 

The militia and regular troops Ihall be tried by courts-mar
tial, each by their own officers. 

The militia during their annual exercife Ihall be billeted as 
r<'Tllar troops. 

In 
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jealoufy of the people's difcontent at their mif
conduct,) to reafon away the utility and expedi-

JL ency 

In cafe of invafion or rebeHion, juflices, upon order from 
the King, or any chief commifiion officer of the militia, fuall 
iifue warrants to the chief conflables of hundreds to provide 
carriages for the arms, doaths, accoutrements, powder, &c. 
which carriages !hall be paid in ready money by the officer de
manding them, after the following rates: A waggon with five 
horfes, or a wain with fix oxen, or with four oxen and two 
horfes, J s. each mile; a cart with four horres 9 d. a 'mile .. 
and fo in proportion. Perfons having fuch carriage~ are re
quired to furnifu them for one day's journey only. Any chief 
confiable neglecting his duty in the premifes, fuaJl forfeit a 
fum not exceeding 40 s. nor lefs than zo s. to be levied by 
diftrefs. 

The militia fuall not, on anY,occafion, be compelled to go 
out of this kingdom. 

In all cities, or towns, which are counties within them
[elves, and have been accuftomed to raife 1heir own militia, 
the lieutenant or chief magifirate fuall appoint five deputy 
lieutenants, who fuall exerdfe the fame power as the other 
deputies. Of thefe [maller counties the' deputies, colonels, 
Jieutenant colonels, and majors, fhal! poifefs lands to the va
lu~ of 3001. a year, or a perf anal eftate of $0001. captains 
J sol. or two thoufand five hundred pounds perfonal enate; 

lieutenants and enfigns, sol. a year, or 7501. perfonal ef1ate. 
One half of the real eftates of the officers of county towns 
m\lft be in fuch city or town, or within the county at large. 
to which {uch city or town is united for the purpo[es of thi$ 
act. The penalty for acting, if not qualified, is, fot a de ... 
puty-lieutenant or field officer, 100l. for all under, )Ul. 

All fines and forfeitures fQall be paid to the regimental clerk, 
and made a common flock in each fubdivifion; of which an 
account iliall be given to three deputies, or two deputies and 
one jLlftice. or one deputy and two juftices, who fhall apply 
it to the erection of buts, and the provifion of gunpowder, to 

be 
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ency of this military and conftitutional eftablith.: 
mente They could not aJJedge, as heretofore, 
That there was any danger or appearan~e of in
ternal commotion, and infurrections in favour 
of an exiled family. So that they were con
ftrained to give their afcent to a meafure, which 
they had always dreaded, as the moft effectual bar 
to minifterial tyranny. Whereas the new minifters, 
by thus arming the people for the internal defence 
of the nation, difcovered their intention to exe
cute fame diftant fervice with th: national troops, 
that required a powerful milital'Y force abroad. 

The oppofition to this conftitutional bill was 
not confined to either houfe of parliament. Every 
art was made ufe of by thofe, who fet their faces 

be u[ed in /hooting at marks; and the remainder {hall be di
ftributed in prizes to the bell markfmen, or employed in any 
other way for the ufe of the militia. 

Perfons committed to the houfe of correction upon this all 
{hall be kept to hard labour. 
. Proof of qualification, in all fuits, {hall lie on the de
fendant. 

No order made, by virtue of this aa, by a lieutenant, de
puty, or ju/lice, {hall be removed by certiorari; nor execution 
be fuperfeded thereby. 

Where a parilh extends in two counties, its militia lhall 
{erve in that county where the church tlands. 

Thore, who are trained and muftered in the docks, {hall not 
be obliged to ferve in the militia. 

All former atts relating to the militia are repealed by tbis 
aa, except in cafes, which are herein directed to be fubjefl to 
former aas. 

The other c1aufes in this act (which is to remain in force fin 
yean) contain proviflOns ref petting; the privilegei of pani
tular placc$. 

againft 
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againft, i~ in parliam.ent, to prevent its ~~ing car .. , A. D. 
ried into execution. Many lieutenants of eoun~ 175

6
. 

ties would not arm and array proper perfons; and 
others found means to 'evade the law, and to ex
~ufethemfelves. Men of property were deterred 
from accepting commiffions; and fuch a din~~e 
to this new fervice was every where propagated, 
:lrnongft the lower and middling clafs of people, 
that in counties, whofe lieutenants were well dif-
pofed and well officered, it was with the utmoft 
difficulty to raife the common men by ballot; 
and fcaree any where could it be performed, for 
fome time, without difcontent and riot; efpeci-
.ally amongft the farmers and landholders, who, 
of all men, !bould be leaft fufpeEted of joining 
in any oppofition to a meafure, fo neceffary for the 
fafery of their eilates, from foreign invafions and 
domeftic infurreEtions. The mailers were frightned 
with an opinion, that the militia would rob them 
of their fervants: and the labouring men were 
terrified with the fuggeftion, that they would be 
mifufed, and fent to fight the b'attles of fome fo-
reign prince or il:ate; or, tranfported like felons 
to' the plantations in America. Prejudices wer<~ 
thus formed in their minds, which could ha~dly 
be removed with the moil: ferious and laboured 
reprefentations of the expediency of the act, and 
of ~he infidious difcourfe of thofe, th,at fet them How re

aglrinil: fo falutary a la:-v. Amongil: which ther~ moved. 

appeared a letter, in the name of a deputy-lieu-
tenant of a county, addreffed to his tenants and 
neighbours; and' recommended to the perufal of 

all 
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A. D. all the people of England, in order to obviate and 
175

6
'0 remove fuch ruinous mifreprefentations, and fet-

ing forth the importance of the act, and the ne· 
cellity of its being duly executed. 

!mpol't- " I will tell you, faid he, plainly what I think 
ance and " neceifary to be told you at this time when 
neceffity of ' 
the militia." every miftake may be of moft pernicious con-

C, fequence to us all. When I firft heard of the 
~~ difcontents and riots of fome of the poorer 
" people, which are fo greatly to i:heir difgrace 
" and difadvantage'; I could fcarce believe it was 
" pollible, that they could have arifen from the 
" execution of the late act for a militia; a thing 
" fo moderate in the duty, and fo defired by the 
" voice of the nation.---:'You may expect a full 
" explanation of the benefit you are likely to re
~, ceive froIp it: and to do you juil:ice, neigh. 
" bours, 1 do not know any fet of men, more 
" likely to yield to reafon, when it is honetlly 
" laid before them, than the

O 

farmers of England. 
" -But before I fay any thing of the abfolute 
" necellity of fome law of this kind, I muil: fet 
" you right as to fome notions, that I find are 
" induftriouOy fpread amongil: you by the ene
" mies of our country, as though the militia-men 
" were to be carried out of the kingdom, and 
" forced to ferve abroad. But this is a wicked 
C( fallhood: for you may fee, by the act iefdf, that 
" unlefs there be an actual invafion, you are not 
" to march even out of your own counties; but 
" that you are never to be fent out of the king
" dom, upon any pretence whatfoever. Our re-

3 " gular 
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~, gular armies are to fight your battles abroad;: 
" you are only to defend yourfelves, Y(jur wives 
"and children, which, no doubt, every man is 
" always" ready. to do, at home. This is the pro
,~, mife, upon the im{h~ken faith of parliament, 
" which cannot be broken.-Befides, you are 
" not fubjeB: to the command, as men that fight 
" for their pay-you receive no mbney at en
" aaging: you engage only by the common duty 

~ " , 

" of all Englifumen: and you are not to be of-
" ficered as others; but to be commanded by the 
" gentlemen of your own county, who, if what 
'" you are wickedly told were the cafe, would 
" think it as hard to be decoyed out of the king
" dom, 'or to be laid under any unreafonable dif. 
" ficulties, as you poffibly can." 

" I !hall proceed to lay before you the reafon 
" why you are to be armed at this time, and to 

" be exercifed with particular care :' leis, becaufe 
" your King and country ftand in need of an 
" army of defence, to relieve you from the ex
" pence and danger of maintaining a too numer
" ous foldiery: it is to put arms into the hands 
" of a free people, who have, by various 
" prat):ices of frate, been deprived of the means 
" to defend themfelves, . upon any ernerO'encv 

b " 

" ever flnce the refl:oration: it is to convince you 
" of his Majefty's confidence in your fidelirr~ 

" and in his opinion of your innate courage and 
" bravery: and, in particular, it is becaufe dan
"ger, at this prdent time, hovers over your 
, Vo r:.: II. K " he:lds 

14 
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A. D. " heads from the- power and malice of ~our con·
i.756. ",federate enemies, much more to be, dreaded 

" than any, which -have ever yet threatned us.
" Tile French, who, for a hundred years paft, 
" neverceafed a moment to contrive our ruin, 
" are, after many defeats, coming forward again, 
" and now aiming at us fuch a blow, as would, 
" if it took place, lay us at once on the ground. 
" They. are aiming to cut off our colonies at a 
" fhoke: - Colonies peopled by our brethren, 
"Engli{bmen, and our own flefh and blood, 
" and - therefore infinitely dear to us: colo· 
" nies, the main fupport of our trade, by which 
" the market for our corn, and all the produce 
" of our lands is kept up. Of which the French 
" King is fo fenfible, that he thinks, if he could 
« deprive us of thefe valuable poifefiions, he 
" might reduce us to beggary and fiavery." 

"-Our Sovereign, the beft and braveft of 
" Kings, has refolved to defend thefe colonies 
" with the utmoft vigour, as he will every thing 
" eIfe- that belongs to us: the French King, on 

" the other hand, meeting with a vigorous re
" fiftance in our colonies, does -not confine his 
,,- fchemes to that part of the world, but evet 
" feeks to enter into the hean of our own country; 
" to deftroy every thing with fire and [word, and 
" to bring on us every fort of mifery, that a 
" powerful and enraged enemy cani-contrive or 
"execute. 'Tis to prevent all thefe'~vils, that the 
" law in queftion is provided: So that had it ten 

" tim€!$ 
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ct times the liard!hips, that I are complained of, 
" whereas it contains no hardihip at all in reality, 
" it ought to be joyfully and thankfully accepted. 
"For, !hall we refufe arming ourfelves, when 
" not only our honour, our profperity, -and our 
" fafety, but our liberey and our very being de
" pend on our exerting ourfelves, our natural 
~, and conftitutional ftrength manfully." 

" This is not LlI: everyone may not be aware 
" of our condition, and of the power of that 
" enemy we have to contend with. The French 
" King's country contains many millions of pea· 
" pIe more than we have: and he is abfoIlite 
" mafter of the lives of all thofe people, and of 
" every thing they have:· when he pleafes he 
" drains the Iaft penny from their purfes; and 
" takes the laft· man from their villages and 
"faCtories. A power, that makes him danger
" OllS enough at all times: But an affair has hap
." pened, which makes him much more dangerous 
" than ever." 

" The ~een of Hungary, whom, in the Jail: 
" war, we faved from being entirely deftroyed 
" by the French, equally unmindful of jllftice 
" and gratitude, has now joined all ,her forces 
" with thofe very French, for the fake of oppref
" fing the King of Pruffia, inftead of joining us 
" againll: the common enemy. The Q:leen of Hun
" gary is miftrefsofFlanders, which has always been 
" looked upon as a country of great confequence to 
" us, becaufe it covers the flates of Holland, and 
" lies directly oppofite to our coaft. Now £he 

K 2 I' has 
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" has delivered this batriex: into the hands of the 
" French, to pay them for the- affiftance they 
" give her in her unjuil: de~gris. From whic~ 
" three mifchiefs happen -to us; .6rft, they have 
" thofe towns, that lbok directly into the mouth 
" of the Thames, by which they may do our 
" trade great prejudice. Secondly, the Frencb 
" take us in on another fide, and have fa many 
&, more ports from whence thW can invade us : 
" and thirdly, as they now lie next to the Dutch, 
" by having Flanders given up to them, they 
~, overawe them in fuch a manner, that they dare 
" not come to our affiftance. So that now our 
" whole dependance muil: be only upon God and 
" our own courage." 

" I know that great reliance is jufi1y had on 
,'- the defence we may juft1y expect from our 
" navy, and from the regular army, we have in 
" pay. But this army is only a handful in com
" parifon to theirs: and what is our fleet or our 
" army to cover a coaft of 15 or 1600 miles, 
" the circumference of the ifland of Great Britain. 
" If then the French could efcape our fleet~ and 
" enter our country in a hofrile manner, what, ill 
" fuch a cafe, would you do? Think, fpeak and 
" aCt like Englifhmen! Is there a man am~ng~ 
" you, who would leave the defence of his wife, 
" his children, his king, his country, and his re
u ligion to any mercenary foldiers in the world? 
" I am perfuaded, you would yourfelves go into 
" the field. Had we an hundred thoufand men 
" In arms, you would frill be afraid that, infuch 

" an 
I 
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" an interdling conjuncture, they were not half 
"fufficiem. Such is the fpirity which is, I am 
" confident, ftill in my countrymen: and a noble 
" {pirit it is! But.l,et not our fpirie hurry us away 
" frdm the confideration of thofe things" without 
" which no fpirit can be ferviceablt". You are 
" called upon to fight, when all that can be dear 
" to you as Englifhmen, as men, as protefrai1tS, 
" is at !lake! Yau are going tq fight for all this~ 
" witham knowing what you' 'are to do againft 
" men, whofe trade it is to fight, and who h~ve 
" been perpetually exercifed in the ure of arms." 

" I know very well, that no men are naturally 
" more brave than you are: But in man bravery 
" is not enough: ftrel1gth is not enough: there 
" mull be {kill; there muO: be practice; or the 
" greateft llrength and courage fignify very little. 
" Suppofe theftouteft, btaveft man in the coun
" ty, who in his whole life had never handled,3 
" cudgel: what figure, pray, could he make againft 
" a little night fellow, that by long practice was a 
" good cudgel-player? undoubtedly you will 
" fay, a very poor figure. Juft fo is the very 
~, ftrongeft braveft man in the world to one, who 
" is trained up to be a foldier. And every man 
" muft be, and ought to rejoice in being a faI
n dier, when the real danger of hi!! country calls 
" upon him; and he ought to fpare no pains to 
" compafs it." , 

" Therefo~e as your danger was well known, 
'f and as your defire and c6urage to def~nd your
~~ felves were ,likewife well known, the wi!Clbm 

K 3 " of 
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" of the government has thought· fit to make 

" you capable ofprotecring yourfelves, by putting 
" ar.ms, in an orderly manner, into your hands, 
" and by inn:ruEting you in fuch a difcipline, that, 
" when YOll are perfl!6ed in it, you need not, 
" under the protetlion of heaven, fear any force, 
" that the enemy C¥1 .. fend againft you." 

" This is the defign of the militia; and it is 
" nothing elfe. If yoP think it a reftraint on 
" your liberty, to be pbliged to ferve in this 
" manner; I pray you to confider, that there is 
" not one of you, that thinks it a nardfhip on 
" his child to fpend a laborious fervile appren
" ticefhip of feven years, to learn a trade, by 
" which to gain a fmalilivelihQod: -and will you 
" then pretend to grudge a few days in a year to 

" learn a profduon, honourable to all, abfolutely 
" neceifary to yourfdves, and the only thing 
" thflt. can preferve your lives, properties, reli
" gion and liberty. without which all the reft is 
"nothing. Or will a.man pretend to fay, That 
" he loves his country, and values his freedom, 
" and refufes to take .. reafonable pains to learn 
" to defend that, and every thingelfe, that an 
" honen: man ought to value." . _ 

" But I have fomewhat partic"lar .. to fay to 
" thofe, who refufe, to put themfelves in a poilure 
" to defend their country, through ,cowardice: or 
"lazinefs. If through their bafenefS the enemy 
" ~ould happen to prevail, they would, -after be
" Ing 'ftripptd of that liberty, which they pre
" fume to abufe, and know not how to value,.be 

" forced 
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}' -.forced to bear thofe arms for a tyrannical -op
" pJ.e1Iive mafter, which they ~ow refufe· to' 'em:. 
" ploy in their own defence. The law is the 
" ,only protection of liberty: and, juft fo n,:Luch 
., ~s every man murmurs at ,wbolefo'me Jaws and 
" regulations; fa much': as he 'evades them by,'ar
" tifice; fa much as he riots to de~roy them by 
" violence, exaB:Iy fo much' is he a promoter of 
" arbitrary power, and fa much is he a French
" man in his heart. 'Could ·our forefath~r( Jook 
" down upon thefe difcontents and difturbances, 
" and were told, That you rioted, becallfe; you 
" are born under a King, who in his goodne(sis 
" willing to put arms into your hands' for' felf
" defence, and whofe government is taking pains 
" to inftrutl: you how to ufe them againft your 
" natural enemies the French: that they vvere 
" giving you arms and ikill to fight, left. you 
" fhould be conquered by thofe, whom your fore
" fathers had'[o often conq,uered; they would be 
" confounded at your i~norance, ftartle' at 'Your 
" folly, upbraid 'you for your ingratitude~ 'tbw
" ardice and lazinefs, and difown you for '~he 
" defcendants of Englifh heroes." . -

Such was the language, 'fuch the arguments 
and perfuafions required in' 'the patriots, to inf6nn 
theunderftandings of the people, in their re
fpetl:ive neighbourhoods, ,arid to diffipate the fears 

. raifed in their minds by 'that leven of the old J;111-
niftry, which now began to work powerfUlly 
again in, every department; and would have de
prived the riation of the advantage of that fervice
, K 4 able 
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able militi~, during the la~e w~r, had not tftC 
fame fpirit, which carri(d the bill t~rOl~gh. the 
l~~i11~tur~, e~erted itfelf in the executipll of this 

faJt"~3ry law. 
The ho,pe~ conceived by the new rniniftersand 

the:' nation,' from the effeCtual execution of the 
militia \JilI, put them upon ways and means [.0 

em~loy th.e ftanding forces of the kingdom in 
ferviq~~,. for the intereft of their country and their 
own Qonour. Large draught~ were defigned for 
North America, and Louilbourgwas the firfi ob. 
je~ of their operations. For this purpofe a fqua. 
dron of ihips of war was ordered to be equipped, 
at the proper feafon, to fail under the command 
of Admiral Hawke, with a powerful land force 
under his convoy. A fquadron was alfo dif· 
patched to the EaLt Indies, under the command 
of Commodore Stevens, and our intereft in the 
Weft Indies was confulted, by fending a fquadron 
to Jaml:lica, under the command of Admiral 
Coates~ 

About this time the public were informed, that 
Admiral Weft had wrote to the fecretaryof the 
Admiralty, defiring to rdign his command and 
to come to town, upon Admiral Byng's condemPla
tion: and to Lord Temple, then firfi Lord of the 
AQr1)iralty i to whom he further exptaineq him
felf on the faid fubjea. As thefe letters convey 
the private fentimenrs of one, who is looked upon 
to be the moO: material evidence on Mr. Byng'. 
trial; who was the fecond in command on the 

affair, for which Mr. Byng 10ft his lif~, an~ who 

received 
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received fuch di1Hng~ifhing marks of the' royaf k D_~ 
favour afrerhis return to England, it would be' li57· 

concealing, or, at ,Ieaft" not givitig the whol~' 
trurh, which is the dmy of an hHtorian, as much 
as of an evidence, ihould we fupprefs, or deny 
them .. place in this h'ft'oPY. 

While Mr. Byng was \lnder confinement for Admiral 
. I h L d f h Ad - 1 - -c ft d- h' We!'t'; let-tna, t e or sot e mIra ty mantle e IS ters reb-

Majefty's approbation of Admiral Wefi~s con- tive to Mr. 

b 
., h' h . Byn~'s dua, y appolnnng 1m to t e command ofa fentence. 

feeTet expedition, with orders to hold himfelf in 
readinefs to fail. But on the very day fentence 
of death was paffed upon Admiral Byng, Mr. 
Weft wrote to the fecretary of the Adnliralry : 

SIR, Magnanirne, 27 Jan. 1757. 

" WIT H 0 U T entering upon the merit of To the 

"-Admiral BynO"s behaviour or decidin<Y Lords of, o , b tl,p AdI:lI. 
" at all upon it, OLe way or other; yet the fen- ralty. 

" tenee paired this day upon him (the fubftance 
" of which I have feen) makes it impoffible for 
" me to help declining the very honourable and 
" dillinguiIbed command their lordIbips have been 
" pleafed to appoint me to: I mutt, therefore~ 

" befeech and entreat their lordfhips to confer it 
" on forne perfon more worthy, fince I can only 
" be anfwerable for my l~yalty and fidelity to my 
,-, king, and refolution of doing what appears to 

" me for his fervice, which it feerns an officer may 
" not want, and yet be capitally convifted for his. mil-
l' conduft or inability of judging right: and I am 

" not fo pr-efumptuous; as to imagitie,'that my 
" aEtions 
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" aCi:iQn~ ((an always ,be fo rightly governed; nor 
'~i am IaIJ:ogether certain that the judgment of others 
,~ is infal(il;lu; and as in other c~fes the confe~ 

" quences may be fatal, I muft therefore repeat 
" again my moft earneft requeft, that their lord
" !hips will be pleafed to appoint fome ,other per
" fon to. my command, and grant me their lord-
", !hips permiffion to come to town." _. 

By the fame conveyance, he fent as follows to 
Earl Temple: 

" My Lord, Magnanime, Jan. 27, I757. 
" H O.vever honourable, or however ,.advan-To Lord . 

T4uDple." tageous the fituatipn I am placed m may 
" be; yet I am determined and fully refolved to 
"forego any ching rather than ferve on terms, 
"which fubject an officer to the treatment {hewn 
" Admiral Byng, whom the couit-martial have 
" convicted, not for cowardice, nor for treachery; 
"butforMIscoNDUCT: an offence never, till now, 
" thought capital; and now it feems only, made 
ufo, becaufe no alternative of puni!hme-nt was 
,. found in that article, they bring him under.
" Strange reafoning! - to acquit him of the two 
" points cowardice and difa.ffeflion, to which that 
U article can only have refpect.-Since, though' 
" negligence is mentioned, yet can it be only in
" tended to refer to one or the ocher of thofe two 
"crimes, negligence P ROC E E DIN G from diJaffetlion 
•• or cowardice. And I well remember this was the 
" opinion of the Houfe of Commons~ when the 
" bill was before chern; for which rea[on no alter~ 

" native 
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CC native was left in that· article, whi<:hatherwife 
" there-would have been ....... Courts martial I have 
" always underfiood ·to be coUrts ofhonotlr and 
" confcience; and therefore why gentlemen !hould 
"think themfdves tied by the let~er, or to aCt 
"againft their opinion, I know not; but enough 
" of this at prefent. I !hall only make one ob
"fervation more~· in ,regard to that p<J.rtof their 
" fentenee, wherein he is f id 110t to have done his 
"utmo)1 to relieve St. Philip's cajlle b, without 

" pointiDg 

" Admiral Well in his evidence on·the trial of 11r. Byng. 
being aJked, concerning the pofiibility of any !hips of the fleet. 
or frigates getting c10fe to the callie of St. Philip on the 19th 
in the morning. faid, He believed it was not pollible: for that 
the /hips, fent for that purpofe, feemed to endeav{)ur it as much 
as was in their power. And being further interr~gated relative 

,to the [arne object, whether he apprehended the. enemy ~ere 
mailers of Mah~n harbour, he replied, " I do ~l'prchend that 
the enemy were fo far mafters of Mahon harbour, as to pre
vent the Engli/h fleet from making ufe of it wi,th f~curity to 
themfelves." And in regard to the propriety of throwing in 
the land for~es. He declared it his opinion that it wpuld have 
been imprope~ and highly inexcufeable, when the enemy was 
in fight, as it would have weakened the force of the Englifu 
fieet, and expofed it to that of the enemy, which was at that 
time fupefior; that had thofe land forces been thrown into 
St. Philip's, the /hips would not have been fit for .action and 
to engage. the enemy's fleet, nor fufficient to defc;nd the came 
againftthe.enemy, in fuch a manner, as for them not to have 
furrendered. 

Captain Amherll declared, that all the !hips in the fleet, whe~ 
the fignal was made for battle, bore down, and thofe fuips, which 
were in action, did engage as clofe as they could get; amonglt 
which he particularly mentions the Culloden <lnd the fuips in 
ber van; and as the weather was very good he apprehended, 
. t~~ 
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" pointing out, which way it could have been re
" lieVea by him, which inde~d they would have 
" found difficult enough to have done. 

" As 

that the 'i~ar would have engaged as near as the van did, had 
the French laid to, inftead of making {ail on,prefently after 
Mr. Eyng began to engage.' -. 

Captain Lloyd being aJked concerning the occafion ot the 
Admiral's £hip backing, and the 'delay it made, an/wernl, 
.. That he thought the Trident's- being under the Admiral's 
lee bow, was the occafion of his backing, and, in courfe, fo 
much time was loft in getting down," 

Captain Philips being alked, If each !hip in the rear had 
crowded fail in proportio,n to their diftance from the enemy, 
they could not have got as near the rear of the enemy with ill 
the time, or a little Cpace of the time more, as the van dofed 
the van of the enemy? anfwered, That he thought all the:. 
fail they could have made would not have brought them down' 
fo foon as the van. Though they might have got down in a· 
little time more. (But thm the French, when they Jaw thaI,' 
madc/ail on~ as Captain Amherll relates.) 

Captain Gatdiner of the Ramillies depofed, That the T ri.' 
dent being abaft the larboard beam of the Ramillies, did fo 
impede the Ramillies in going down to the enemy, that the 
Admiral mull have gone down without his force, which was 
ll6this intention: that the fignal was out for the line of battle 
a-head at that time, and the rear divifion went down very reo 
gular after the Trident and Princefs Louifa got into' their 
ftations. Being alked, Whether it had not been a more fpeed)' 
and regular method to clofe the enemy, to have made the 
f1gnal for the line a-breafl:? the Captain {aid no; becau(e it 
would be improper for /hips to go down in a line a· breaft, to 
attack /hips that are laying ill a line a-head, when they can go 
down with their bows to them; i. e. a flanting courfe to them: 
~nd therefore he was of opinion, That rhe rear did take the 
proper method to come do\yn to the enemy. And being fur
ther interrogated, W bether he meant, as to the cOllrfe fteered 

'on 
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"As 1 have taken my firm and final refolution 
" to r~1jgn the comml!Jld, and have wrote very 

" ftrongly 

lin the enemy, ,or the fail carried? he anfwered, " Both; but 
this, faid he, is matter of opinion which J fhall hereafter avoid 

mtering into, as there are many eu·perior ju-dges here to me." 
He was alfo of opinion, That the rear would have engaged 

as near the enemy as the van did, had the French fleet ilaid: 

" that it was Admiral Byng's intention to engage the Chief 
Efcadre, the third fhip from the enemy's rear, and not to 

throwaway his fhot, as' the enemy did, tiII he came near the 

enemy: "that the Admiral frood on, till it was imagined on 
board the Ramillies, that every fhip, if fhe had goneproperIy 
down with a fianting courfe, could have gone down to the ihips, 
they ihould have engaged, of the enemy, with their broadfides 
to them: " that he recollected this particularly to have heard 
the Admiral fay, when the Ramillies was a,breall of them 

that that was his intention: "that the Admiral ordered th; 
guns to be ihotted with round and grape fhot, two fhot in the 
guns below, and propofed to fet top gallant fails on feeing the 
French going away; and that he heard him expre{s, at that 

time, his unhappinefs at not having a fufficient force to make 

the general fignal to chafe; as he thought he could materially 
have diftre{fed the enemy in the fituation they then were in, 

if, iaid he, 1 bad two Dr three flips more." 

Jofeph Belwaird, mailer of the Ramillies. faid, That he had 
orders to freer fuch a courfe down on the enemy, as to cut off 
the third fhip of the enemy's rear, which fhip the Adm;ral 

cxpreKed his intention to engage, and that they fhould have 

gone near on the enemy, if that accident, of the Trident, had 
not happened,-Admiral Norris interrupted him by faying, That 

was matter of opinion.-Beingafk.ed, whether the fhips could have 
preferved a line of battle in going down to the enemy, as well 
with the top gallant fails, as without them, as the weather then 

was I anfwered, That as the weather then was he could have car

tied ~hem; but that' he left it to the judgment of the court, whe

ther a ccoL1.d of. fail is proper to' preferve' the order of battle, 
whm 
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"ftrongly, on that head,: to -the -board, I muft 
" intreat 'your lordfhip" to facititateit; "and 1 
" am, Yours, &c." 

Laft year, at this feafon, the cry was about 
the danger of a French invafion. This was 

1rhe " 
French when £hips :Ire in a line a-head fo clofely conneCl:ed together, 
{cherne for as at the diftance of half a cable, and at the brink of coming 
the year . h .' , 
1757. I toaCl:lon, whent eenemYlswattmg. " 

Colonel Smith being examined in reference to the prifoner', 

courage, faid, That he was near the Admiral's per(onduring 
the whole time of action; that he perceived no backwarane(s 

in the Admiral during the aCtion, nor any mark of fear or 

confufion, either from his countenance or behaviour,' but ra· 
ther the reverfe; that he gave his orders very cooly, and 

without the Ie aft confufion; that he did appear folicitous to 
engage the enemy; to affill: his Maje!1:y's /hips, that were 
engaged with the enemy; and both this Colonel and othera 
te!1:ified, That they never, after the day of aclion, heard any 
murmuring or difcontent among the officers or men, on any 

fuppofition that the Admiral had not done his duty; ana Mr, 
Lloyd, furgeon of the Ramillies. [aid, that the men wer~ 
quite the reverfe from any difcontent, &c. 

All which compared with the refolutions of the court martial, 
which acquit him exprefsly of cowardice and difaffeBioll; and 
with the 25th re[olution, which fays, that" the court were (uTla

,.imouJly) of opinion, that while the Ramillies was firing, in 
going down, the Trjdent and /hips, immediately a-head of 
the RamiJlies, pro\"ed an impediment to the Ramillies's contin~. 
jng to go dOlVn;" may properly account for thofe pair ages in 
_l\dmiral Welt's letters, where he fays, " I am not altogether 
certain that thejlldgmentof others is infallible," and where he 

is determined and flllly refolved to forego any thing ratherthan 
ferve on term.;, which fubjeCl: an officer to the treatment (hewn 
i: dmiral Byng. " 

N. B. General Fowkes has been reftored to his rank in the 
army, and to a comma:ld in I~eland, by his rrefcnt MajeftYr"-

thought 
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thought a proper foporific for the men in power at A. D. 

that time, to keep theftrength of the nation in- 1757-

active at home. The"' alteration in the miniftry, 
and the proceedings of the parliament, this win-
ter, made the French alter their fcherne. They 
were informed of the new minifter's abilities and 
enterprifing activity. They could not expect to 
frighten him into a refolution to employ all our 
force, as his predeceff'ors had done, to guard the 
coaft of thefe kin~doms from a defcent; and they 
were perfectly convinced, that the voice of the 
people was for an offenlive war, and that they 
were alfo willing to fupport the King in a vigorous 
profecution of it. Therefore, their plan for the year 
1757, was to divert Great Britain from the main 
object of the war in America, by provoking us 
to become principals in the German war. 

With this view we find the French took all His Ma

their meafures. And on the 17th of February Jf;"eilfs mb ef-
. a~e a out 

his Majefty fent a melfage by the Right Hon. hi~ El~(J-
W P E r f h ". 1 raj donu_ 

ILLJAM ITT, lq; one 0 t e pnnClpa Se- nions, &c. 

ctetaries of State, lignifying, " That it was always 
with reluctance that his Majefty aiked any extra
ordinary fupply of his people; but that, as the 
united counfe!s and formidable preparations of 
Fran~e and her allies threaten, with the moil: 
alarming confequences, Europe in general; and 
that as thefe moIl: unjuft and vinqictive defigns 
were particularly and immediately bent againft his 
Majefiy's EleB:oral dominions, and thofe of his 
good ally the King of Pruffia, his Majefiy did 
confide on the experienced zeal and affection of 

hi$ 
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A. D. his faithful Commons; t~t they wou.ld chearfully 
'1757· affift him in forming and maintainins·an.army of 

obfervatioll,. for the juft and neceffary defence and 
King of prefervation thereof, and to enable his Maj:lly, to 
Pruffia. fulfil his engagements with the King. ofPruqia, 

for the fecurity of the Empire, againft the irrup
tion offoreign armies, and for the fupport of the 
common caufe." 

How the parliament received and honoured this 
meffage, by granting all his Majefty requefted, 

Difacrree- has been already related· b; but' it was not done 
abl~ °to the without a great outcry and clamour amongft the 
~atlOn. 

people without doors; who, on this occafion; talked 
very freely againft the projeCted army of ohrerva· 
tion in Germany, which they deeme.d a prelude 
to a ruinous continental war, that, fooner or'later, 
might ftarve our operations by fea, and in Arne· 
rica, and at the fame time diftrefs the nation with 
an accumulation of taxes, and an additional load 
of debts. However, the popularity of the mi,· 
nirter, who, with his adherents, omitted nothing 
to difcourage German meafures; and the compaC. 
fionate arguments urged in favour of Hanover, 
by the advocates for a continental war, threatened, 
by the enemy of our nation, on Ollr account only, 
reconciled them to an acquiefcence; if it could 
not bring them to approve a meafure, which 
leaned fo apparently towards a re-adoption of thofe 
continental meafures; upon a bare [ufpicion of 
which any other miniftry would have totally for-

A\I,,·'cd ftited the confidence of the people. In a word, 
~~~l~~~'- the expediency of fupponing Hanover and affift-

h See the fupplics on p. 125, ~c. \'-01. II. 
ing 
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ing the King .of PFUtli~. was a1l9.wed; and. {Ilea- A. j). 
[ures were tal~en !jmtne.diately to carry ~he.n::cef- '.757.· 

fary refolU't,ions into ,exe~Ution. TW9J~uhdred 
thoufand p~unds was grantei for the .relief 9f :hi~ 
~~ufiian ~ajeO:y c. His Royal Highne¥> the:n'~ike 
p1 O,ln;lber~and' was. appointed 1:.0 the cpi~f com· 

~and 0['t4e "~~~Y to be:rai~d. ~~ Ger;many, .t@ 
~l;>ferve the, .mot~ons ,of the Fre.nch: and A:n Jet · 
o.ut accordillgly for H",nover, on the 9th of l}pril~ 
fro I? : London. T?e Fr~pch army <?~, ~()~ooq 
ft,lev, the choiceft troops of France" under. the 
command of l,\1. de Efb:ees, h~ving, alreadypaifed 
~he'Rhin~,Jeized upon the:t9w~ of, Embcien~nd 
.whatever. belonged xo tb~ King,of I>ruffi", in Ea1l: 
F~iefland~ an!lby flow marches .m~de the beft. difpo
fitions to.over-fun his Britannic Majefty~s EleCtoral 
,dominions,; and fixed upon' Munfrer for :theMar
'1hal's head quarters. There ~as anotberar~y of 
:25,000 men, fent from France~ under th~ c~~mand 
of the Prince'ofSoubife,whicb· at the fame time, was -.. . . 
employed in. the reduaion of Cleves, Meurs and 
Guelders, &c. after which. fervice, it was 'ordered 
to join the Imperial army of execution~; .againft 
the King of Pruffia arid hisaIlies. - f j,'or 

But fuch was the equity and precaution.of .his The equi

Britannic Maiefty to give no real caufe, or app. ear,. ty of hi: 
- :J . • Bn lanl11C 

ance of provocation, to any power, to invade his Majefl:y. 

German dominions, that in thefe circumftances, 
when a for~idable Fren~h army was advanced to 
their frontiers, his Majefty would not [uffer his 
ttoops to take the field, til~. he had publifued to 

C See the note on page 1Z7. Vol. II. 

VOL. II. L the 
14 
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A. D. the world the jult niotives, which com~lle'(fhin1 
1"757· . , 

to repel force by force, and to defend him againft 
the invafion of his' enemies by thofe means, Pro~i. 
dence had put in his pbwer. ' 

His mo- I, His Britannit Majefty, Eleaar of Brunfwick 
~r:~o~sof Lunenburg, on tllis o'ccafion declared,' That he 
Hanoyer, had ufed his utmoft endeavours to prevent the war, 
for appear. '. • K' • f 
iug In whi'ch had rlfenbetwe'en him as Ing 0 Great 
arms. . Bri~ain and the crown of France, and to accom-

modate the differences, which occafioned it, by 
way of negociation: that when he, fourtd the~ 
endeavours to he hkffettoal, he ftill laboured to 
keep the war, which h'e could not prevent, within 
narrow bounds, that it might not intertupt tbe 
tranquility of his dominions in Germany, much 
lefsthe other States of Europe, who'had no can:. 
cern in the quarrel: that in confequence of this 
pacific difpolition, and becaufe in <tututn11', . 1755, 
it was become more probable than ever, tnai 
France, to revenge the fuppofed injut'ies,'which 1M 
had received from his Britannic Majefty, would 
attack his dominions in Germany, 'his Majefty"iri 
the beginning of the year 1756, concluded a treaty 
with the King of Prllffia, by which he had great 
reafon to hope his pa:cific defigns would' have been 
rendered effectll'al; as by this treaty, purfuantto 
the Sdefign of it, it was probable' the King' of 
Frai1~e would be difappointed in his views d: and 

~.:;~:;-

d TJl1,s l'eads us to the rea[on of our [ubfidiary treaty witi 
Rullia .ill :I.7 5 5, ~hic:h by 'this a1fertion,appears to have beell 
made .with a view to prevent any attempt upon Hanovtr, by 
the King of PruJlia in·aili:uree with. Franc!:: See Vol. 1. p. 1340 
133'. ~n, 2.03,255. 256. :. 

though 
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though a new war' has broken out unexpectedly f, A. D. 
fince that time his Majefty had carefully avoided 1757· 

taking any part in it. That it was impoffible for 
the difpafiionate and impartial, after confidering 
the conduct of his Britannic Majefty on this occa-
fion, not to fee the injuftiCe of all the motives 
and pretences of France for invading the electorate 
of Brunfwick, which is under the protection of 
the Empire: That, if thefe pretences were found· 
cd upon the war, which had broke out between, 
England and France, it would be ,eafy to fbew, 
that this war, both with refpect to its caufes, and 
its end, is ent~rely foreign to his Majefty, as Elec-
tor of Hanover, and to his Hanoverian domini .. 
ons: and that as to the fecond war, which had 
been kindled in Germany, the crown of Francet 

as guarantee of the treaty of Weftphalia, had not 
the leaft pretence on one hand, to act: againft the , 
Stat:es before-mentioned, fo long as his Majefty 
cannot he charged with any breach of the faid 
peace; and on the other, France, as an ally and 
auxiUiary of the Emprefs ~een, cannot juftly 
act againft a member of the Empire, who is not 
at war, nor has the leaft difference with her Im~ 
perial Majefty. But that, as France has notwith· 
"ftanding entered the Empire on the fide of Weft· 
phalia, with a numerous army, which after hav· 

,e Between. the King of Pruffia and the EmpreCs OEeen, and 
her allies. 

f As to his part: for his Britannic Majefiy declared his total 

ignorance of allY fuch intention of the King of Prllfiia's in· 
vading Saxony and Bohemia, till it was aallally done. See p. 80. 

-L 2 fig 
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inggarrifoned the Imperial city of Cologne; is 
advancing farther~ and farther into the Eleaoral 
States of Brunfwick ; . as it has already entered and 
raifed contributions in the Bifhoprick of Munfter; 
and as his defigns againftthe eftatesof his Brit~n
nie Majefty in Germany, are too manife~ to be 
doubted, he was compel~ed by indifpenfible ne
cellity, to aifemble and mflrch an a~!TIY to avert, 
with the affiftance of the Moft High, . all violence, 
injuftice ~nd ufurpation, upon h!s o~n~ft~tes and 
thofe of h~s neighbours: That, to prevent ,the ill 
confequence of falfe ang artful infin~atiq,~s? :his 
Majefty thought it highly requifite rhus tp .declare 
to / the whole world, that he was very farfro~ 
having conceived any defign to act, otfenfi:rely 
againft any of the States, of the El,TIpire, or even 
againft the crown of' France: al1d that by the 
armament, and the march of his troops,.·to whicll 
he was compelled, he had no view, nor defire, 
but to reprefs by the divine affiftance .all inyafion, 
violence and hofrilities; and, if fuch 1ho~ld hap~ 
pen, to do, as an original member of t;he En1pir,e, 
what {hall be jufr in the fight of Gqd anQ-Of ma!1, 
and what is required ,Of him by the ·frates, which 
the Almighty has placed under his' proteaiQI)~ 
That he was confident, no perf on Gould miftake 
or mifinterpret that conciuct, into which he had 
been forced upon the principles of felf-defen~~: 
and that he particularly confided in the faith and 
friendn1ip of his co-eftates in the Empire, that 
!hey would not difeoii"ntenance his vie\Vs in their 
favour, of keeping the cafamities of war at a dr-

ftance 



{lance from -their frontiers '; but that they would A. D. 
rather 'facilitate and fupport them: that being well ,1757,· 

~ffured' his:, Majefty's troops would obferve the 
'moft exact difcipline, he hoped, they would in re-
turn, give them proofs of their good will, par
ticularly by furl)ifbing them, for ready money. 
with fuch provifions and forage, as they fuould , 
want: and !amy, that they woul~ not furnifh his 
enemies with thefe or any other necelfaries, or ac
commodations, that might be prejudicial to his 
Majefty's dominions or their own." 

This declaration was immediately followed by The army 

aff'em):>lipg the army of obfervation, which con- ~{o~~ferya
fifted of Hanoverians, Heffians and fome other 
lefs . refp¢cbble States, to the amount of 40,000 

men, under His Royal Highnefs the Duke of 
Cumberland, who eftabliilied his head quarters at 
Bielfeldr, and there concerted the plan of opera-
tions with the general officers, that were to act 
under him. But what could be 'expeCted from Under 

fo weak a force and a meafure which by no what di,ffi_ 
, , cultles It 

means could be faid to be agreeable to the En- laboured. 

glifu, at whofe expence this army was to be fup
ported; and at a juntture of time, the more un
fortunate for fuch an undertaking, as it wa's to be 
carried into. execution and fupported by the old 
miniftry rel.l:or~d, whofe credit with the nation was 
'fo entirely funk, and whofe attachment to conti-
nental mea,fu,res, ,at, the rilk of their national in-
tereft, had)>.een~ [0 often proved, that every wheel 
of the ftate tur,n~d ~ heavily' from the day they re· 
fumed !he'managemem of public affairs. 

L 3 The 
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A. D. Th~ dillnt~reftedn-efs. of that part of the mini~ 
1757· thy, which had been called to the helm, in the late 

The can· . ...J' I! • h 
QUa of the promotion, appearel!l on every occallon, In t e 
r;"rw mini - fenate and in the cabinet. Great counfellors of 
"ers. , 

ftate (whofe predeceffors had made it a conftant 
rule to maintain their power by conf':1lting the in. 
c1inations and. paffions of their fovereign, and pa
tronizing no mearure either in parliament, or at the 
council board, but what tended·to extend the pre
rogative, and to bring the people into a frate of 
dependency upon the crown) who were determined 
to !hew, that, as they had not bargained for their 
places, nor furrendrred their principles by capitu1l 

lation, he is the beft fervant of the crown, that 
maintains his indepencWt1cy and c:mdour in office, 
with the ftriCteft regard to the inteieft of his 
country. Thus the firft time, for many years, 
the interefi of the nation became the touchftone 
of every mea[ure prcipofed by the adminiftration. 
Men, that could not be tempted to depart from 
their integrity, that kept themfelves difembarraif. 
ed, and fet no further value upon their power, 
than it enabled them to ferve their KinO' and coun. 

t:> 

trX, debated every meafure in the prefence of their 
fovereign, without fear of his diflike and refent· 
ment; and in parliament they remembered,- that 
'they fate in that augufr houfe, not as (ervant5 to 
the crown, but as reprefentatives of the people, and 
gtlardians of their liberty and property; and that 
it was their duty to oppofe every defign, which 
.appeared prejudicial to the fubjett. 

However, 
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, However., this behavio~r expo[ed the patriot. A. D~ 

mjnift~rs to.great mifreprefentations by their aff'o- 1757· 
. f h ld . ·ft' h ft°ll 0 d Mr. PITT Q!1Ites out 0 teo mml ry, w 0 1 contmuerefigns the 

about the throne, and m~de their addrefs to his Ceab. 

Majefty by exaggerating the" oppofition to thofe 
meafwes, efpoufed moO: warmly by his Majefty, 
in behalf of his Electoral dominion"s, and injuri-
ouOy reprefepting the new minifters to be luke-
warm in promoting other meafures,. which the 
natiopal fervjce required. So that by opportunity 
and importunity, and by conveying falfe ideas, 
inj~rious to the charaCters o(Mr. PITT and his 
adh~rents, in the late promotions to the miniftiy, 

I 

~hey obtaine~ their peremptory difmiffion from 
~heir feveral offices; at a conjunCture of time, 
wh~.n wifdom, integrity and firmnefs were more 
ne~e,{fary than ever. 

/!). J?~n cannot depiCl the prefent deplorable ftate Thedeplo. 

c:i the nation in this real diftre[s; without anally, ~fb!h:~;~ 
. put who required powerful aid from us; engaged tion. 

jn a war with the moO: formidable enemy in Europe~ 
and in a war hitherto unfuccefsful; without any 
(yftem in its councils for carryingon the war toeffetl:, 
and with a miniftry in whom the nation could not 
.,confide: when the military virtue of our anceftors 
feemed to b~ degenerating for want of proper 
difcipline and fervlce; our operations againft the 

, enemy at a ftop,' and the rage of fatl:ion was every 
whereconfuming the little'remains of patriotifin . 

• At court, ,tne~nemy feemed to be entirely for~ 
got. There was no attention to any thing, but 
who could get, and keep the beft places" 'The 

L 4= enerrl)' 



A. D. enemfv[as' permitted co execute evetypl-'Ml, with-
1757· oui:- oppofition: and, if it may be eqaitableto' 

'.' jud~ from ·circumftances, that can be proved by 
Treachery events;~ there ,was great rear on to [ufpell:' that 
fulpeEted. Mr. PITT'·S plan againft Louifbourg, was not kept 

with that fetrefy, amongft the parties entrufted with 
its deftination, as becomes a cabinet-council: nor 
carried .fu uhanimoufly ih the cabinet, . as to pre
vent:' any 'private intrigue to render it abortive. 

Fleet de- For, the'e'quip:ment of this armament was by one 
laycd. means or ~l:her delayed till it was 190 late, either to 

attack Louiiliourg, or to favour any plan 'of ope
rations ,by Lord Loudon and the Provincials, on 
the continent of North America. This fleet did 
not get from Cork before the 8th of May; and 
then, inftead of Admiral Hawke, it failed under 
the command of Admiral ,Hoi bourne. Our at
tentIon tathe fecurity of our fetdements in North 
America might be eamy forefeen by the French. 
But the plan for takirtg Louifhourg, which we 
thall fee was the prinCipal object of. the French 
armament at this conjuncture to prevent, could 
icarce have entered their thoughts, had it not been 
intimated to the enemy; and, perhaps, as foon,as 
it had been refolved upon at St. James's; or it 
would have been impoffible to have providedfo 

Attack of 
LOllif· 
bourg re. 
foived up
lin. 

expeditiouGy- for its defence. 
The rdolution to attack LC1Jifbourg~ at the 

fame time the French were to be driven from the 
Ohio, and th6irother encroachments on the conti
nent of Notrh America, Was taken foon after his 
Majefl:y cOl1Jmitted the diret'han of his national 

'" affairs 



affairs to Mr. PITT: ahd, thepreparation-s were A. P. 

begun to carry it into 'execl1tion foon' 3:fi:er'-Chrift- -17~7' 
mas: The French, truly fenAble of the importance . 
of Louiib6urg, immediately equipped, with the 
utmoft expedition, three feveml fquadrons to tover How pre

and defend Louifbourg, and to ftrengthen their vented. 

forces on the· continent. One, of nine £hips, failed 
from Breft on the 30th of.Jan~ 1757, with a 
body of troops on board, under the command of 
M. de Beaufremont; who -fteered for the Weft 
Indies to reinforce the Fie-nch garrifons in that 
quareer, and to wait the firft opportunity to get 
into Louiibourg after the oreaking of the ice. 
This was followed by another fquadron of five 
fhips, which failed under M. du Riveft, about 
the beginning of April, with a number of troops, 
warlike ftores and provifions on board, from Tou-
Ion; efcaped Admiral Saunders ftationed off Gi-
braltar, and arrived at Loujibourg on the 4th of 
June. A third, confifting ofl 4 £hips, failed on 
the 3d of May, (a week· before Holbourne de-
parted from· Cork) under th'e command of M. du 
Bois de la Mathe, from Breft,with a number;of fol-
diers on board, and prefents for the I ridians, and 
arrived at Louiibourg on the 29th of June; where-
as the Englifh fleet· did hot arrive at Hallifax, the 
place of rendezvous, before the 9th of July; when 
both the feafon, and the fuperior ftrength of the 

enemy,:made it impracticable to carry Mr. PITT's 

vigorous and feafonable plan into 'execution, Wit11 
an y hopes' of fl1ccef!i. . 

There 
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~~ D~ 'Flnue· wel'e three MioD$ now f()rmep.among{\ 
1757.- ~he gr~a~ men of the nation:· Of which it will be 

J::1ieinf:~~ neceffary to obferve, That one pf the~, which had 
nate. the gruccfi: parliamentary intereft, and the gre.te1\ 

inten:ft a1fo with the m~nied people, confifted of 
fuch as had grown into place and power under the 
old miniftry; were gready refpeB:ed by the King, 
fot their long and adulating fervices and 'compli, 
ances; but weak in fome material points i and not 
at all popular.-Another f~ction, whofe parlia. 
ment~ry ftrength was much inferior to the former, 
had the character of better abilities, and an in~ 

~. . 

tereft at one court able to balance that of the 014 
miniftry, by means of a then powerful connection,; 
yet they were more unpopular; and that very 

, powerful connecrion made them much lefs refpe~" 
cd at another court; and frill worfe with the gear
rallity of the people; whofe jealoufies had pee, 
indllftriouOy raifed and increafed by farcan-ied 
hints and whifpers. A third faction formed itfelf, 
without the aid of parliamentary, or court influ
ence; almoft entirely upon the popularity of their 
leader, whofe abilities recommended him to their 
e{teem, who had no other views than a redref~ ¢ 
~rievances. His eloquence and difinterefh!dne~ 
could not be deni~d by his enemies: and t~na
tion placed their whole dependance upon his wif
dom, integrity and love for his country. 

Thefe factions differed extremely in regard;to 
power: though the two former were near agrMd 
in the general fcheme of Jheir politics. Th.ef 
looked' upon the increafe of power in France, as 

the 
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the gr~atelt fjfall evils: 'and therefore· thougnt it 
abfolui:eJy necefi'ary to maintain a balance of power, 
or to' feek the fafetr and liberty of Great Britain 
in the general fafety and liberty of Europe. . This 
fyitem had drawn them, many years, into cloCe 
cO'nnetiions with the powers on the continent, by 
large fubfidies and .inconfiftent treaties, and even 
by fighting their battles in foreign quarrels. 
This furniihed an argument for a ftanding army: 
and prevailed with them to employ our navy in 
fubferviency to the continental fyftem. They 
were alfo peculiar in their notions about our con
ftitutional liberty. Both parties declared againft 
arbitrary power, and admitted the ufefulnefs Df 

parliaments. They pretended to' be ftanch friends 
tO'the cDnftitution; and ftrenuous a!fertors Df the 
legal rights Df the peDple: But, under a miftake~ 
nDtion of government, they deviated into. the 
very principles and practices, they publickly dif
avowed. .They threw the ballance Df power into 
the crown, which Dur conftitution requires to be 
equal in all its parts. They, for this purpofe, ex
tended the influ~nce of the court by creating nu~ 
rnerous lucrative places and employments at the 
difpofal of the crown. By the means Df thefe 
places, they fecured a majority. in parliament; 
and fo long as they could preferve this majority. 
they,gave themft:!ves no concern about the efteem 
.and approbation of the people. It was aifembled 
to raife money for them, to do as they pleafed 
with it; and that judicature, which ought to be a 
terror to bad minifters~ tkreened th~ from pu-

niihment, 

In 
A._D~ 
17·,·7-
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A.;1): nilbment, if impea&ed :by the nation for their 
1757' inifcoliJduct. 

The third, which, for diftinttion fake, let us 
call the popuiar party, did alfo think it neceffary 
to fet bounds to the power and influence of 
France, amongft the neighbouring ftates: But 
thefediffered much about the means; and were 
for making the operations, of which neceffiry, or 
found policy, might oblige Great Britain to take 
a part in, upon the continent, to be entirely 

. fubfervient to our naval ftrength, as a more 
'natural and lefs expenfive plan of politicks.' They 
faid, that they could depend in the moll: hazard
ous and defperate fer vice, on the naval com
manders: becaufe their way of life, and natural 
ferocity of manners, fecured them from that lux
ury and effeminacy, (which is the corruption of 
thofe, who abufe their leifure in drefs, gaming 
and female intrigues) and inll:illed into them a 
fpirie of duty and glory. -So that, the fleet being 
the natural ftrengthof this nation, their thirft af
ter coriqueft and Janie is the fame as the people's 
at' home, who act upon national principles . 
. . It was urged in defence of this fyftem, That 

~our fituation, as an iOand, prefcribesto us a 
condua very different from all other nations! 
That our ftrength and, our fupport is in our- navy 
and trade; and that, as they mutually fupport 
eac~ other, they ol1ght to go hand in hand. 
Bm that, if we abandon our natural element, We 

/bonld then turn our back-to our real intereRs~ and 
enter into aninexfi-icable labyrinth of continental 

poli~ 
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politicks: jf we t~ke a £hare. jn every controverfy ; A. p. 
if we confu.me our treafure in retaining the friend- ~ 75 7; 

£hip of petty princes 'l.np. P:fltes; if we lavi!p 
Britilh blood in Germap quarrels; we are fo far 
from attacking Fiance, to our advantage, that 
we ,e?'pofe ourfelves t~ ruin by our m-ju.dged ef-
forts, o~ ~he! ftrong fide of the enemy. 

They further argued, Th.at while Gr(ia~ Britain 
preferve::s. a fuperiority at fea, (here can be no' 
danger arire from the fuperiority of the French on / 
the continent: that we qm always cut the finews 
of the enemy's ftrength, by deftroying their trade 
and commerce; that there can be no 'fear· ()f an 
invalion, lwm the country that has no:marine to 
fupport it: t'hat a ftanding army of. merc;:enaries 
is dangerous to freedom; and might' b~ 'made 
ufelefs by a well-regulated militia: and that a· go
vernment, !ike ours, connected by its very effence 
with the liberty of the. fubjeB:, can nev.er be' in 
want of paliamentary influence, ~ribery and cor
ruption, or. any other fupports of defpotic power. 
For, where rulers govern well, the people will do 
their duty. 

Great as the efteem ha/d been for t4e right ho- How the 

nourable ;gelitleinan:, whQ. was at the head of this K~~~c i~: 
party, before his late promotion to the important creafed for 

fI: f h J1. f h ft· ft 1: Mr. PITT. tru 0 t e lleerage 0 te ate; It was mo lUr- . 
prifingly enhanced by hi~ conduct, and the union 
of parties brought about by his wi1Qom, during 
his £hort adminiftration .. ,' The healing balfams, he 
was continually pouring out of the abundance of 
.love for his country, had .~lread y cured her wopnds, 

revived 
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A. D. revived her fpirits, and made her ready to face 
1757· the enemy in the rnoft advantageous and pro-

rnifing rnanner. The rnore benefit was received 
through his counfe! and direCtion, the more odi
ous his predeceffors in 'office and truft appeared 

It~ effeCfs in the opinion of the public. So that at his dir-
on the old . 
miniftry. million from the direCtion of the national affairs, 

it would be difficult to affirm, whether the voice 
of the nation echoed rnore in his, and in the praife 
of his affociates in office and difgrace; or in the 
accumulative inveCtives thrown out by all degrees 
againft them, whom they had diOiked and com
plained 'ofbefore, for their mal~adminiftration, 
and to whom they now imputed all the misfor
tunes, which were expeCted to foHow this change 
in the miniftry. 

wp hy Mr. It ap'peared now moil: evidently, That the fae.; 
ITT had 

been taken tion, againft whom the adclre1Tes [0 the throne had 
:!~i;:;. delivered themfelves fo openly, had been com· 

pelled to take Mr. PITT and his adherents intG 
the miniftry, to prevent the confequence.s of thofe 
infiructions, which the people had given to their 
reprefentatives in parliament. For, had his Ma
jefty been prevailed upon, by the votes or ad
drdfes of his parliament, to difmifs his timid, in· 
active and inglorious minifters from all places of 
truft, and from his 'councils and prefence, there 
mufi have been an entire end of their power. By 
this means they prevailed with the people to puih 
them no farther; and by the fame means they 
perfuaded his Majefty, That they would not op
pofe his inclination to fatisfy his fut!ieccs. But 

when 
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when" the, old ones nadthus mahaged .the mUlon, A. D. 
in regard to their own fafety; their grand point 1757· 

was to make this cnange fubfervient to their prin-
dpal objeCt; which was, to ruin their new afro-
dates, in the frate, in the opinion of the people, 
2nd, at all events, to keep the King in a conti-
nual difiike and,. jeatoufy of their counfels and" 
rneafures. When they could be thus abafed in 
the opinion of tht! public and of the King; It 
would theh have been mo(\: eafy for thefe to re-
fume their power, and th€! adminiftration,. without 
any oppofition from the deceived natio"n. 

But how eg~egiou{]y were thefe ftatefmen out Difap

of their po~iticks in t'Ris affair, as well as in regard pointed. 

to the nation. The patriots fo condufred them-
felves in pla<:e, that they loft none of their popu-
larity. Their virtues became mote confpicuous, 
more admired, more univerfally known: though 
their fteadyoppofition to the old fyftem of neg
leCting our natural ftrength, and the national in
tereft, to enter into, and efpoufe the quarrels of 
our neighbours, where we can have no intereft, 
gave their alfociates in power a handle to ruin 
them in the King's efteem; whore regard for his 
native country filled him with too great a defire 
to fupport Hanover and its dependences, at all 
events, and at the r:tk of the Britifh interefr. 

Thus, when his Majefty had been worked up Honour~ 
~o a pitch of diffatisfaCiion, and to a refolution to PI~~d to tdhe 

( llgrace 
difmifs Mr. PITT, Mr. Legge, Lord Temple, miniltm. 

&c. from his fervice;" the people, always grate-
ful to their benefactors and friends, received them 

2 with 
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with the greatefl: tokens of 'approbation, for their 
difinterefted conduct, .their ",firm attachment to· 
the true interefl: of their -coup try , and their un
equalled abilities. Th~ b-igheft mar~ of 'an Eng
Iilbman's bleffing, abo,-:e o~her nations, is his li
berty : and [he matt g<iP.¢.roqs token of the peo
ple's regard and love for !h~fe patriots: was im
mediately figl1ifi~d I;>Y.p¥e(el;lt~tions 9£ t.heirfree
dam. frotr~,·t;P.e moft popujpus, -moO: opulent and 
re[peCtabJ¢ corporations; witha~dreffes of thanks 
:to Mr. RlTT .and Mr .. Legge, for th.~irintegrity 
and fervip¢s,. j.nclofed iI}- g.old boxes, or fame other 
elegant: 'materiaIs,endcheflj with embleqlS~ con
veying • the fentimen:t;s of: their approbation' and 
gratitucle g. 

In the mean time fame of the leaders in this re
moval, and in the late adminiftration, refumed 

'; . the 
r; It was moved in the common.council. of-the city' of Lon

don, to prefent the freedom-·Of t4'1-t. city to *~P.ight Ho
nourable William Pitt, late one Qf his Majefiy's principal fe
cretaries of nate; and w th~ Ri&~t Honourable Henry Bilfon 
Legge, late chancellor of his MajeUy's exchequer, in telli
mony of the grateful fenfe, which ·the city of London enter
tained of .their loyill and clifinterefied conduCi, durihg their 
truly honourable, though iliort adminifiration; their .beginning 
a fcheme of public reconomy, and at the fame ~im~ I~{[ening 
the extent of minillerial influence, by a reduaion of a nu'ni. 
ber of ufelefs placemen: their noble efforts to fiem the' gene
ral torrent of corruption, and to revive, by their example, the 
almoll: extinguiilied love of virtue, and our country: their 
zeal to promote a full and impartial enquiry into the real 
caufes of our late loffe, in America and the Mediterranean: 
And, !ailly, their vigilant attenti~n to CUppOTt the glory and 
~ndependency of Great Britain, the hono~r and true interefl: 

of 
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with the greateil: tokenli of :approhation, for their 
difinterefted conduCl:, ~heir ,:firm attacb.ment to 
the true intereft of their country, and t~eir un
equalled abilities. Th~ higheft mark of an Eng
lilbman's bleffing, aboye o~he~ nations~ is his li~ 

herty : and the mQil: generous token of the peo
ple's regard and love for thefe patriOt~; was im
mediately fignified I;>y ,pt;efet;lt~tlo!lS of t,beir free
dom. from" t.he moil: pop,~ipus, 'moft opulent and 
re[peaabJ~ corporations; , wiib: addreifes of thapks 
to Mr. ~'JTT,ahd Mr., Legge, for th~ir' integrity 
and ferVlQ¢S,' inclofed in' gold boxes, or fome .other 
elegant: materials, 'endf:h~, with emblems, con
veyingthe fentimen~sof i their approbation' and 
gratitude g., , 

In the mean time fome' ofth~ leaders' in this re
moval, and in the late 'adminiO:ratiop, refume4 i

, 

." ' the 

r: It was moved in the comm'ott"colll1ciI of-the city'of Lon
don, to prefent the freedom, of th~t city to t~~,l{ight Ho
nourable William Pitt, late one cU his Majefiy's principal fe
cretaries of fiate; and to the Right ~onourable Henry Bilfon 
Legge, late chancellor 'of his Majefiy's exchequer, in tefii
mony of the grateful fen[e,~ which the city of London enter· 
tained of ,their loyal ,and difinterefied conduCl, during their 
truly honourable, though fuort adminiftration; their ,beginning 
a fcheme of public ceconomy, and at the fame tim~,1~{fening 
the extent of minifierial influence, by a reduClion of a nu'ni
ber of ufelefs placemen: their noble efforts to nem the gene
ral torrent of corruption, and to revive, by their example, the 
almofi extinguifued love of virtue, and our country: their 
zeal to promote a full and impartial enquiry into the real 
caufes of our late loffe5 in America and the Mediterranean: 
~nd, laftly, their vigilant attenti~n tei fuppon the glory and 
~ndependency of Great Britain, the hono~r and true interefl: 

of 
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the reins of government: But there was no rettled A. D. 

miniftry. A new board of admiralty, indeed was 1757· 

formed, with the Earl of Winchelfea at its head. 
Mr. Legge was fucceeded in the exchequer by 
Lord Mansfield: but no on~ was appointed in 
the place of Mr. PITT. And the contention now 
grew fo 1hong about power, and the difpofal.of 
places belonging to the- crown, that the par-
ties, who had fo car~fully guarded- their royal 
mafter from the approaches of their rivals in the 
miniftry, att~nded fo induftrioufiy to their parti-
cular interefts, that they neglected the avenues to 
the throne, and fuffered the general voice of the 
people to plead their own caufe of complaint, and 
to found the praifes of the difgraced fervants of 
the crown, in the royal ear. . On the contrary, the Their con": 

affairs of the court party became fo defperate, that dua. 

they openly encouraged bribery and corruption; 
and did not frick at fpeaking and writing 'againft: 
all principles of morality and virtue, and in fa-
vour of political vice; aiferting, that the moil: 
bafe acts of corruption, villainy and deceit are 
neceffary in the government of a £late or com
monwealrh. 
, The Spani~rds, who. had begun to conduct Behaviour 

themfelves with more circumfpectio. nand - refipeet of thde Spa-
mal" ~. 

towards the Englifh, under Mr. PITT'S admi'ni- . 
ftration h, refumed their partial and unjuil: pro-

of the crown, with the juft rights and liberties of 'the fubjeCl ; 
thereby moft effeClually fecuriqg tp,e affeCtions of a free ped-
pIe to his Majefty and his illuftrious family. ' 

h See page 28. Vol. II: ' 

:VOL. II.. M ~ee4: 
~5 
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A; D. ceedings againft the Antigallican and her prize, 
17'57· as foon as it was underftood at Madrid, that the 

old miniftry had driven him from the feaf of go
vernmtnr, and that there was no longer any fear 
of our refentment i. 

The 
i See l"a:ge 29. Vol. It 
The Spaniards were (0. far influenced by Mr. PITT'S re.; 

mOl'lf\;rance$, :in this cafe, t~at an order was~i:\'!en by his molt 
Catholic, MaJefiy, to re-deli.ver the prize to' the Englilh. 

On the a.dvice of this order from the Spanilh court, thl! 
proprietors of the Antigl\IIicari priv:ateer wrote the following 
letter to the ~Right Honotlrabte Mr. PITT, though he was, ~t 
'that time, difiniifed frofu :t-he &flite of pr1ilt:ipal fecrelW'f of 
nate. 

SIR, 
W'~ ~he 'rna,nagers and owners of the private fhip of Wft 

the ,AI)~iga.llican. tqgeth'erwith the la~dable affociation of AJ5. 
,tigaHicans, eftablilhed at tbe LebelOk's-head in the Stran~, 
rnuft tJiink ourfelves loft to' aU fe-nfe of hpnour, of gratitude, 
and concern for our cOU'n'try, were we not to take the earlieR 

'opportunity to return you our fincereft thanks, for your {ea. 
'(onable and ready execution of hili Majefty's ardors on our 
,behalf,in rQgard to our fuip and prize, which have beell fo long 
'detaiped in the bay of Cadiz, by the cruel, tr~acheroQS, ~ 
partial behaviour of the governor, after killing and woundillg 
,feveral of the men, apd imprifoning our officers and the rell 
'of our crew, in open violation of 'the moftfolemn treaties, 
;Jlot",itllfi:anding file was before legally condemned to ·us. ' 

The eafinefs of our accds to you, and your generous pro
Jeaion in our rights, and ,polite treatment in your office, filled 
every heart with joy rather'to be conceived than expre/fed, 
,as well }mowing that, your llndertaking this affair was more 
'than an omen of its fuc~~r~. 

Your 'whcile behaviour ,in t,he affair has been fa noble, {o 

fteady, and uniform, that we' are at a lofs where to admire YOIl 

.InOa,_ in the defign, the p~~cutio~,' or'the event" 
Belie~ 
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The northern powers erected their crefts, and A. D. 
threw out feveral hints, no ways agreeable to the 1757· 
. d d" f G B" d I State of the mtereft an Igmty 0 reat ntam, un er i le· northern 

plaufible colour of maintaining the peace of the powe.s. 

-J)or5h. The Ruffians made no fcruple of their 
refolution to e:xpre[s their diflike of the Bri4 
tifh alliance with Pruffia, and to join the con4 

federacy againft the King of Pruffia, and had 
already entered and committed .hoftilities in that 
King's dominions. The Swedes were enlifted un .. 
der a French fubfidy, and had. declared their 
reaclinefs to favour the defigns in Germany, b:y'the 
moft vigorous diverfion, in their declining power, 
on the fide of Pomerania. The King of Denmark 
only preferved fame appearance of a pacific and 
neutral temper; but was far from being depended 
upon, fuould he meet with an oPF0rtunity to avail 
hi'mfelf and his dominions, by taking part with 

Believe us, Sir, when we fay, that after paying our moil: 
profound duty to his Majefty on this occafion, we think our
{elves bound in gratitude ,to acknowledge you as the next im
mediate caufe of the refiitution of our /hip and prize; and we 
do with true fincetity of heart moll: ardently wi/h and pray, 
that his Majefiy may never want a minifier like you, to hear 
with impartiality, to adviCe with candour and judgment, and 
with the moll: fteady refolution to procure a proper redrefs 
.fur the grievances of his Majefiy's fubj~Cl:s. We are, with the 
utmoll deference and refpea, Sir, 

L~beck's.head, Your moll obliged, and 
15 April, 175'7. Moll obedient humble fervants • 

.compare this letter with the advi"ce rent from the Englilh am" 
'baffador at Madrid, page 29. Vol.Il. and you \vill find, that 

the expeB:ations of the proprietors were well fOLlnded. 

1\1 2 the 
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the grand confederates, who began to be equally 
offenfive to Heffe and Hanover, as to the King 
of Pruffia. And the Emperor was accelerating, 
as much as the nature of his office would permit, 
the affembling an army of the circles, which, un
der the name of an army of execution, was in~ 
tended to~ favour and even to join the Auftrians, 
French and Ruffians Jc. The French were driving 
the arniy of obfervation b~fore them; their arms 
diffufed terror wherever they marched, and there 
'Was not a court in Europe~ where their'intereft 
had not fl1perceded that protection and refpetl: the 
Britilh nation had a right to demand in neutral 
ports and frates. 

Our affairs in North America were frill upon 
the declivity of deftrl1tl:ion, and by the advicel 
received in the fpring it appeared that they ap-

k The colleges of the empire acknowledge the jufiice of 
the complaints addrejf~d to them by the Emperor, and,'thc 
EmprefscQEeen, 'concerning the King of Prufiia's. invaJion of 
Bohemia and Saxony. They approved the Emperor's condutl: 
on this occation, as havirtg been entirely confOl;mable to the 
laws and conll:itutions of the empire, to the ordinance of exe
cution, to the peace of Weflphalia, and to his Imperial Ma. 
jefly's capitulation. They agreed that proper metlfods mull 
be taken to re-inflate the King of Poland in th,e po/feffion of 
hi~. hereditary countries, and procure him a full indcmnilici. 
tion for the prejudice he has fuffered, and alfo to procure for 
the Emprefs.~een the [upport and fatisfatlion, which /hI: haa 
.a right to expetl. At the [arne time the colleges of the em. 
pire reCoIved, that all the circles of the empire /bould treble 
their refpeetive contingents, in order to gain thefe ends. N. B. 
The troops of the circles, by trebling the contingents, wO!lld 
have formed an army of above JOO,OOO men. 

. proached 
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pro~h,ed nearer to the brink of ruin. For though 
Lord Loudon had diftinguifhed 'himfe1f by his di .. 
ligence and wifdom in eftablifhing an harmony, 
to unite the provinces heartily in the common 
caufe againft the triumphing enemy; yet fuch was 
th~ lofs of Of we go, that the enemy were become 
mafters of all the lakes; and thereby poifeffed of 
eyery means, either to perfuade, or to compel the 
back Indians to defert, and to fight againft the 
Englifh. This was followed by the. lofs of the 
friendfhip or affiftance of the Six Nations, whofe 
communication was cut off by the impolitic de-
molition of the forts at the Great Carrying Place, 
and ,by the ftopping up of Wood's Creek: and the 
delightful plantations on the German Flatts, and 
along the Mohawk river were immediately de-
ftroyed by fire and fword. In a word, had not 
Fort William Henry, in which a confiderable 
ga~rifon had been placed at the conclllfion of the 
laft campaign I been {hong enough to refift the 
power of the French, who marched againft it, 
early in the year, nothing could have prevented 
th!eir over-running the whole continent of North 
America. 

lSI 

A.D. 
1757· 

The garrifonof this fort was alarmed m, and in- Fort Wit. 

d d fi . d . h 'fc d l' h liam Hence urpnze Wlt a nm e an a Ig t, at a con- ry!torm'd • 

. fiderable diftance down the lake, having kept no 
. fcouts, to watch the motions, nor fpies to dive 
into the operat~ons and intentions of the enemy: 

, I See page 4. Vol. II. 
m At about one o'clock in the morning of the '9th of 

March. . 
, M l and 
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afld.inabol1t two hours after, the enemy's whole 
. arm'y was perceived 'to advance regularly upon the 
~ce towards the fort: but they were fa warmly reo 
ceived with a brifk fire both of the artillery and 

fmall arms of the garrifon, th~t the main body 
retreated; and, after making two fruitlefs at .. 
tempts to fet fire to a floop and the bat toes be .. 

longing to the fort, they with-drew at day break, 
leaving behind them fome fcaling ladders and 

combuftibles; tbough they confifted of near 200G 

regulars, Canadians, and Indians, and were pro~ 

vided with 300 fcaling ladders, al!d all the necef+ 
faries for a general affault. 

However they foon Mter appeared again on the 
lake, and with parties on each fide of ir, difpofeH 
in fu'ch a manner as indi'cared a refolution to fur. 
rOltnd the fort; but though they advanced with 
great bravery, fat rome time, through a continual 
fire of artillery and fmall arms from the garrifon, 
they once more retreated, for that day. 

On the 20th about midnight, they refumai the 
attack; and it was refolved to florm the place 
with their whole army. But this proving alfo in
effeCl:ual, and being driven back, they, after fet
ting fire to two floops, and burning moft of the 
battoes, retreated at day-break. 

Every thing appeared favourable, and about 
noon the French army feemed to take the ront to 
Ticonderoga. But all on a fudden, two meR 
were fent back with a red Baa towards the fort; 

b 

from whence an officer and four men were dif· 
patched to meet them; and they brought in 'one of 

thofe 



THE' L ArE WAR. 

thofe men, who had a letter from M. de Vau- A. D. 

qreuiJ, commander of the French, army, directed 1757· 

to the commanding officer of Fort William Hen-
ry, lignifying " That he had fent M. Ie Cheva- Summon'c! 

" lier Ie Merceire, commander of the artillery, ~~r~urren. 
"to acquaint them with his refolution; and that 
" he might give entire credit to what he fhoul~ 

'~, fay to him on his behalf." 
M. Ie Mercier was the other perfon, and was 

now brollght in blindfolded by another officer. 
His meifagewas, in fubO:ance, " That M. de 
Vauclreuil was averfe to the fhedding of human 
blood, and fhoulcl be glad to put an end to the 
war: and, therefore, for this good end, That, 
as the Englifh, he [aid, had been the aggrelfors, 
by incroaching upon his moO: -Ch~i!lian MajeO:y's 
territories, and built forts on them, he propoted 
that the faid forts might be delivered t;lp in a peace
able' manner : that the garrifon fhould be allowed 
all the honours of war, and be permitted to carr1' 
3way all their moO: valuable effects, requiring only 
that fomethingmight be left to gratify the In
clians, from w hom they needed not be under. any 
appr~henfion, as there were regulars enough to 
pro~e~ the garrifon . from any violence that might 

.pifer: and' concluded, that if thefe terms were 
not accepted" they would immediately make a ge

, neral an-ault, which, iliould they fucceed, the gar .. 
f'ifon mufi take the confequence." 

To which the commanding officer in the fort Bravely 

returned this a'O[wer to the French commander defended. . , , 
:" ~hat his fixed refolution was to defend his Ma-, 

M 4 jefty's 
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A:D ' jefty's,garrifon to the laft extremity." M.le Mer:: 
'75Z: der was then difmiffed and conducted back blind .. 

folded: and foon after his arrival at his own ar,: 
my, the French wheeled about; and every thing 
was mad'e ready for a general affault.- But neither 
the threats of the enemy, nor their fuperior num
bers could intimidate the garrifon, though at that 
time very fickly. The officers behaved with the 
greateft vigilance, care and refolution. The men 
were determined to die rather than yield. So 
that, upon the return of the enemy to the attade, 
they were very roughly handled, and driven back 
a fecond time with confiderable lofs. Neverthe
lefs, as if this had been a fervice to be executed, 
at all events, the French commander once more 
returned to the affault; and in the night made ;i 
third general attack; but with no better fuccefs. 
He then fet fire to feveral frore-houfes belongin~ 
to the provincial troops, and to all the huts of 
the rangers, which burnt with great fury, but did 
no further damage; and ;1fterwards burnt a fiool' 
on the frocks, anq then ~otally difappeared witk 
his army. ,.' 

Diilik,: ?f Nothing, but this gallant behaviour of a petty 
the mllll- fi . h d r. f 'N . d fhy conti- ort m t e elerts 0 orth AmerIca, offere to 
nues. affwage the ferment of the nation. Everrothet 

circumftance ferved only to increafe their indigna; 
tion againft the men, who had brought them 
into. their ruinous condition; had got poifeffion,'of 
the Ittlmehfe fums granted, laft parliament, on the 
good opinion, the people entertained of the ad
rniniftration· iJnder l\t!r. PITT, and !hewed 'the 

1ani~ 
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fame difpofition to fquander the public money, A' D. 

as they had done in the preceeding year, without 1757- , 

dur:attention to the national il:-rength and intereft. 
" It is no' wonder therefore that the people 

"'.cried aloud for redrers, and vigorou£ly fup ... 
" ported the mi.no~ity, in w~ofe wifdom, and in ... 
" tegrity they could fafely confide. Here, fays 
" a late author n, were exhibited thong proofs of 
" the natura] fpirit of e. brave and free people,. 
" who had been treated like £laves, by bafe arts 
" and the moil: abufive language. It is a leffon 
" that ought to be precious to princes, efpecially 
" of this i£land; while fuch men were in power, 
" as the people difapproved, misfortune followed 
"misfortune, and the nation was divided and 
" diftracted: but when fuch men are employed, 
" as they do approve, unanimity, vigour and fuc
" <:efs crown tl!eir efforts. Thus a King, acting 
" with: his people, is all power and glory; but 
" without them he is nothing." 

" Such was the difconfolate face of affairs, when The na

" the general voice of an abufed people roufed the ~o~n~!cc 
" Great into fear; even thofe who had treated the PlTT. 

" general voice of the people, with contempt, 
" . dreaded the rod of national vengeance; and 
"therefore, when the cries of injury became 
," louder and louder every day, from all parts of 
" the kingdo~ [and the partizans of L-r H-e 
made the intereft of the famIly a common caufe 
with that of the nation, and joined the cry of the 

Ii See a ,Review of Mr. PITT'S Admin.ftration, 3d edit. 

~. H. zS· 
people 
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A. D. people ip. the r{lcommendation of Mr. PITT) 

'7~.IJ· "they thought it high time to quit'their gaming 
" table~, and fuffer a few honeft, wife and vigilant 
" men, who had fpirit enough to fave this coun
" try ·from the deftruction, into which the others 
" were going to tumble it, to approach the 
" throO(~. ':. And it is very certain, that the re
ftoration of Mr. PITT to the office of fecretary of 
ftate might have much Cooner taken place, had not 
that right honourable gentleman defi.red (0 be ex
cufed the fervice, which, experience had taught him, 
was not to be performed with equal L[:,::r"~{~ion 

His aver- to his king and to his country. Mr. PITT'S aver· 
llontocon- fi . I r. h d b h h" . tinentaI IOn to cootlnenta mealures a roug t 1m 1000 

,"Olmec- difigrate with his royal maller; whofe affections 
nons. 

were naturally warped towards his native country. 
Thefe mea[ures had always been the way for re. 
commendation to the royal favour; and yet al
ways the ruin of the national intereft; and if, 
once more permitted to fuperceed our country's 
caufe, might prove the defiruB:ion not only of 0ur 
colonies and trade; but alfo ·of the royal famil, 
on the throne. A forefight, which was fo evident 
to- the court of the P--, that they unanimoully, 
and with matt [olemn engagements to fupport 
his meafures and favour with the King againft 
the faction, that had worked him out hefere, 
conjured Mr. PITT to refume the feals; in-

~ treating him, in the mofl: prevailing manner, 
to fave the family, to £lve the nation, by pre
venting the excefs of meafures, which the failings 
of the ---:... had made unavoidable, and by turn-

ing 
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iog, what could not be av~i:ded in the local attach- A. D. 
ments, to fame national advantage. 175i· 

Here we find a temperament to prevent the The tern. 

misfbrtunes; that might arife fr@mthetwoex-peram;.ndt 
propo...: • 

tremes, between all attention to the continent, 
and no attention. It was now propofed to gratify 
the P.rinc~ upon the throne, not with engaging in 
all the builnefs of the continent without referve, 
and fa to plunge ourftlves into real evils out of 
dread of pomble mifchiefs; but with affifting 
our frie~ds and allies, en the (Ontinent, in ways 
and means moil: agreeable to our infular fituati~n ; 
which is, by way of diverfion with our fleets, and 
with fuch land force and money, as our firength 
and finances, our intereft, and the importance of 
the quarrel, !hall require. 

Thus we fee when the nati.on was aln10ft ruined 
by the confliCl: for power, Mr. PITT, quite retir~d 
from .the noire of the world, quite -difembatraffed~ 
and content to enjoy the comforts of life without 
further honours, than the general approbation of 
his fellow-fubjeCl:s, as well as the confcioufnefs of 
having ferved his King and country with wifdom 
and fidelity, was ready to facrifice his private eafe 
to the public troub1e; that he might plead the 
caufe of his country in the cabinet, as well as in 
the fen ate, and that he might give the -
the moft convincing proof of his fincere attach
ment to the intereft of the family in poffe1Iion of 
the crown. And further it muft be remarked, 
That Mr. PITT, by accepting of the fea1s, under 
thefe circumftarn:es, we apprehend, could not be 

charged 
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A. D. charged with any confequences arifing from con~ 
1757· tinental meafures, which w~re not in his power 

to prevent, in oppofition to the King and the 
council; but only for thofe meafures; which he 
advifed, or did not endeavour to make them fub
fervient to the intereft of Great Britain. 

Mr. P(TT The temperament being thus fettled between 
reftored. the friends of our country and the family, with 

all due fubmiffion be it faid, Mr. PITT yielded ,to 
their intreaties, and a colllition was formed in the 
beft manner the prefent circumftances would per
mit; when it would have been impoffible for any 
particular party to carryon' the public bufinefs on 
its own fingle bottom. A change in the adminiflra~ 
.tion was brought to pafs. The feals of fecretary 
of flate were given to Mr. PITT 0. The Duke 
of Newcaftle was appointed firfl Lord of the trea
fu'ry. Mr. Legge chancellor of the exchequer. 
Lord Anfon was made firft Lord of the admiralty. 
Lord Temple was appointed Lord privy-feal, and 
Mr. Fox was made paymafter of the forces. 

The com- Here we may date the beginning of Mr. PITT'S 

mencement adminiftration: and it beO'an with the only heal-
of hIs ad- to 

miniftra_ ing meafure that could be purfued. The parties 
t;O;l. themfelves were fatisfied, and fo were their nu-

merous friends: part of whom were put into of
fices of lefs importance. The minifters conde
fcended to an amicable capitulation in their feve
raj opinions, which they had violently pufhed in 
their feveral extremes; and from that moment 

o On the 29th of June 1757. 

th~ 
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the nation began to hope, the counfel to be una- A. D. 

nimous, and fpirit to' revive amongft the people; 1757· 

for, though they blamed the Lords at the head of 
the treafuty and admiralty board, and the pay-
mafter of the forces, for all their mifcarriages and 
misfortunes, their opinion of Mr. PITT'S dili-
gence and capacity obliterated the remembrance of 
paft errors in his afi"ociates, who feemed heretofore 
inflexibly oppofite to him; and they trufted folely 
to his wifdom, for the meafures to humble France. 

17he miniftry was not only eftab1ifhed in out· Agreeab~c 
ward form, bv this arrangement, but even in the to! the peg 

• p e. 
hearts of men, as Bolinbroke fays, by Mr. PITT 

being allowed to be the principal direCl:or of af
fairs, without his afi"umine; to become a premier. 
The genius of Englimd feemed to rife with the 
adminiftration, and ~ new foul diffufed itfelf 
throughout all ranks of people; whofe hearts 

burnt with refentment to wipe out paft difgraces; 
and to reftore the glory, honour and true,character 
of their country p. 0 

. The difficulties Mr, PITT had to encounter at DOlfi I' 
I eu tl' 

his reitlming the feals, were-greatly increafed fince !nereafed 

h' fi ft' h d'..(1.' fbI' III the ad· IS . r appomtment to t e lrel.LlOn 0 pu IC minifira-

affairs, in December.laft. As the powers on the tion. 

continent perceived fuch diftractions in our natiop, 
fuch divifions amongft the Great, and fo little wif-
'dam and vigour in our councils; not only the 
Spaniards, but the petty ftate of Malta, and the 

, . 

P See review of Mr. PITT', adminifiration page 2$. 26, 
;1,7. Third edition~ -

~egency 
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Regency of Tu[cany, were fpirited up by the gaf
conades of France, and the example of Spain, in 
the forcible detention of the Antigallican and 11er 
prize, and thought theI11felves fafe from the refent· 
m~nt of Great Britain, in th€ir moft partial aCtions 
towards our €nemies: a-s appears in the cafe of the 
St. Geor~ private fhip of war,Captain Fortunatus 
Wright, who in an EngIi1h privateer was become 
the terror of the French in the Mediterranean q. 

One of his prizes, which he om"ied into Malta, 
. was detained by that -government, upon a falfe 
claim made by the French. And he was threatned 
by EheRegency of Leghorn to be arrefted and 
his private-er to be feized, -for doing no more than 
defending himfelf againft two French privateers 
within the port of Ferraio: according to the ac. 
count in the note below'. -The delay of the 

American 

q He had defl:royj:d one pJivateer, difilbled another,ancl 
taken ten prizes. 

r ExtraE! of Il letter from Leghprn, March 2 I. 

" We advifed you in our laft. of the departure of the St. 
George, ·Captain Wright, with four prizes, under convoy of 
the Jerfey ma,n of war~f01: Cagliari and thi5 place. We yefter. 
day received an e~prefs from Porto Ferraio, acquaintigg us 
of the arrival there of a prize belonging to Captain Wilfon, 
and one of Captain Wright's, who parted with the convoy 
in a hard gale of wind. The infolence of the French, wo' 
in neutral ports, ,heightens to the greateft degree; as yOLl'U
think fromthe.cQndu{l: of tQ.e captail)s of tWO French. priva
teers that happened to be in Porto Ferraio on the arrival of 
the two afore-m~nti.o.nc,d .prizes; they immediately addreffed 
the governor, requeUing him to order them for fea, as being 
the capuu_es of a pyrate; the governor's reply was, that 11$ 

. ~hey ,_ 
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American armament, which he had fo feafonably 
:advited and fet 'a foot, had given fhe French an 
'oppom:tnity t9 counteract their intehtion = and at 
'his re-appbiJ~rITient to the directIon of public af
fairs, h~ foun.d the enemy more powerful both in 
'Arherica;' more formidable on the continent of 
Europe, -an4 with a more refpeB:able ' nav~y, than 
'at the corpmencement of the war. The army 

.they came in U\lder ,Englifh. colours, he would proteCt them. 
and o!~ered t~em, a,t their peril, to commit any violence; but 
they iI!a~e lig~t ,~f the go¥e~n~r's orders, fince by a velfel 
'arrivea here'to ~ay we have advice of their attempt to cut out 
Captain Wiig1ff-s prize: the two' privateers got ready for fea. 
with their anchors aboard, and fent their beats to cut her 
cable: the captain of the prize had only time to get fame 
,mulkets loaded; they fired a volly at the boats, and killed OlJ,e 
,man; this,.:j,larmed the centinels, when notice was fent t'o the 
-governor,whQ immediately ordered the two priv~t~er~ to 
depart, upon which they went to Porto Lungoni, in the fame 

" ifland: they mount 18 guns each, and there are thiree more 
Frivateers on the coaft.--It is not furprizing that -the French 
ihould atte/Dpt tp treat Captain Wright. as a pyrate after the 
exam.ple fet them by this government; and we are forry to ac
quaint you, that fo far from obtaining any redrefs' tor the in
juries do~e him here, to the amount of 300 I. though we are af
fured th-e ftrongeft reprefentations have been made to th.e court 
()f Vienna, Sir Horatio Mann has wrote ollr conful word, that 
l1e m\J!l: not think 0f coming into Leghorn, if he fhould, they 
will feize the privateer and lay him under an arrea. Thefe are 
the menaces f~om a neutral power to the Britifh flag. The 
Malteze have detained one of Captain Wright'S prizes on'a 
falfe claim: tnade by the French. Upon the whole, we don't 
know what he mull: undergo for having been fo aCtive ~gainll: 

, the enemies of his country, as to dellroy one pr.ivatee.r, .difable 
another, and-ta~e. ten,pri:cos: fuch i$ our m.iferable fituatioll 
in-~he M,editerranean i'~ 

of 
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.(1... D. of obfervation, under His Royal Highnefs the 
!7F' Duke of Cumberland obliged to retreat before 

M. de Eftrees. The Auftrian army in Bohemia 
augmented to 100,000 men, under Prince Charles 
of Lorrain, affifted by M. Brown. The Ruffians 
under M. Apraxin, to the number of 6o~ooo, and 
a fhong fl~et in the Baltic, to co-operate with the 
army, were on the back of his Pruffian Majefty. 
Befides the Swedes joined by 6000 Mecklenbourg~ 
ers brought up the rear of thofe great armies, 
which had taken the field to deftroy, or reduce the 
heir of the Marquifes of Brandenbour-g, who for 
his great abilities had made himfelf hated by the 
Haufe of Auftria. 

Aavan~ The only favourable circumftance to check t~e 
~ages arif- ambition and arms of France was the hopes con-
.no- from a 
tn~'aty with ceived from our alliance with the King of Pruffia; 
fl'Utlia. whofe great abilities and valour filled the EngJiJh 

with fuch expectations from a ftricter connection 
with him, fince their own affairs teemed with dif
grace and ruin, that they naturally began to willi, 
and even to claim an extention of the treaty with 
Pruffia, which hitherto was no more than a conven
tion of neutrality, for the defence of each others Ger
man dominions, to a treaty of alliance with the King 
of Pruffia, whereby his arms, in conjideration of a 
jubjidy, might be brought againft France. For, as 
the French had got the ftart of us in North Ame
rica, and feemed to be in a condition to wreft that 
part of the new world entirely out of our poff"ef
{ion; they that were mofr fanguine in the caufe of 
our country grew more eager for an alliance with 

Pruffia; 
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'Ptuffia ;' 'that ~duld, in their opinion; find em- A. D. 

proyrnent for the a'rms of France at home, and 1757· 

deprive thern of thofe means, which were necef. 
fary to 'pllfh their fucceffes in North America. 

" Thus the former adminifiration not only laid The foun'; 
the foundation of an alliance with Pruffia; butdtlatiton of . la treaty 
hy the ill fuccefs .of our affairs under their direc-Jaid by the 

tion, they fo difpirited the people, as to make them ~~~~ini
(even them, who have fince declaimed againft it) 
call out for: an alliance with that monarch, who 
had been hitherto atten,ded with fuccefs. So that, • 
if the alliance, which was afterwards made in con
fequence of this humour, proved prejudicial to 
the inte~efts of Great Britain; that prejudice or 
i~j~ry ",ought to 'be charged upon thofe, who, by 
their mifmanagement, provoked the people to caIl 
for fuch alliance, as the only hope of retrieving 
the ill ftate of their affairs; and not upon the mi-
nifter, who did all in his power to turn its advan-
tage in favour of our American war s." 

The King of Pruffia in poffeffion of Saxony, King of 
and fenfible of the ftorm gathering againft him, Pruffia's . 

proo-refs In 

refolved to make Drefden his place of arms, and sax'bny •. 

to bear the heat and burden of the war: for which 
purpofe he immediately fet about the improve-
ment of its fortifications, under his own infpec-
tion, and to fill the magazines and arfenals with 
the neceffary ftores and impliments of war. As 
to the refi of this conquered EleCtorate: none 
were permitted to keep arms, but fucb as aCtually 

• See a review of Mr, PITT'S admi'llillration, p~ge 20, 21 •. 

third edition. 
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too~ them up under the Pruffian banner: the 
whole country was reduced tb the greateft ftate of 
flavery: And as to the attempts of the Auftrians, 
there were fuch difpofitions made on the borders of 
Bohemia, that they covered his quarters and terri
tories effeB:ually from any infults or furprize. 

While every martial difpofition was carrying on 
with diligence, his Pruman Majefty did not forget 
to publifh his motives for invading Saxony, and 
attacking the' Emprefs ~een. Accordingly he 
publiihed a memorial, fetting forth the conduct 
of the courts of Vienna and Saxony, and their 
dangerous deGgns againft him, with the original 
documents in proof of them. 

In this memorial it is declared, "That, the 
reafons, which had laid the King of Pruffia under 
the necemty of taking up arms againft the court 
of Vienna, and of fecuring the King of Poland's 
hereditary dominions, during the prefent war, 
were founded upon the ftriB:efr rules of juftice 
and equity; not upon motives of ambition, or 
views of aggrandizement; but upon a feries of 
projeCts, confpiracies and treachery, on the part 
of thofe two courts, that had obliged his Majefty 
to provide for his own defence and fafety. That 
the difcoveries he had made on this important 
fubjetl:, fet this truth in a full light, and that the 
proofs, in his hands, amount to a demonftration 
of the juftice of his caufe, and the wicked prac
tices of thofe, who have forced him to come to 
fuch fad extremities: and that his Majefty thought 
it incumbent upon him to procure the originals of 

thofe 
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thofe probfs, copies of 'which had long finee come 
to his knowledge; that he might put it out of the 

power of his enemies to deny the real exiftence and 
truth of them. . 

His Pruffian Majefty begins his proofs with a 
treaty of eVe1Jtual partition of his dominions be
tween the courts of Vienna and Saxony, wherein 
the contraB:ing powers, immediately after they 
had figned a treaty of peace, on 25 Dec. 174-5, at 
Drefden, in which the King of Pruffia had given 
ihinilJg proofs of his love of peace, difinterefted
nefs and moderation, combined to feize 'an oppor-

. tunity to attack the King of Pruffia and to divide 
his dominions '. He then exhibits a new treaty 

of 

t 'To prove this the treaty itCelf is produced, which is in 
fubil:ance as follows :'-" Experience having but too well ihewn 

how far the King of Pruilia carries his evil intentions, in order 
to diil:urb the repofe of his neighbours; and that prince hav
ing, on the one hand, repeatedly invaded and iaid waRe the 
dominions of her Maje!l:y the ~een of Hungary and Bohe
mia; and, on the other fide, alarmed his Majefiy the King 
of Poland, EleCtor of Saxony, by divers menaces, ' warlike 

preparations, and violently pailing through his territories, for 
which it ha~ not been poilib1e to obtain due [atisfaCtian for 
time pail:, nor fuflicient [ecurity for the future; it has been 
confidered, that this double end cannot be obtained till the faid 
formidable neighbour is reduced within narrow bounds. For 
thefe reafons, his MajeUy the King of Poland, EleCtor of 
Saxony, as an auxiliary ally, and her MajeIl:y the Q!een of 
Hungary and Bohemia, as a party attacked and at war, have 
3grecd, by the preCent feperate and [eeret aCt, to employ their 
joint efforts, not only to perform fully the act paKed between 
their Majefties the 6th [17thJ of May 1744, and the mea
fures c(;Incerted' in confequence of the engagements entered 

N .2 into 
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A. D. of alliance propofed by the court of Vienna to the 
1757· court of Drefden, in which was renewed the 

treaty 

into by their treaty of alliance the 8th of January 1745, with 
the maritime powers; but likewife, that neither the one nor 

the other !hall lay down their arms, till, befides the conquell 
of all Silelia and the county of Glatz, the King of Prullia be 
farther reduced. 

And that they may previoufiy underfiand one another, with 
regard to the partition of the conquefis to be made, feeing the 
8th article of the faid treaty of Warfaw only {ettled in general 
terms, that his M~jefiy the King of Poland, EleCtor of Saxony, 
is to partake of the advantages, by having fuch territories as 
lie convenient for him; it has appeared neceifary to difiinguifh 
the cafes that may hereafter happen, and come to a right un
derllanding about each of them. 

Suppo[e then, that belides the recovery of all Silefia and 
the county of Glatz, they /hould conquer from the faid King 
the dutchy of Magdeburg, including therein the circle of Saal, 
the principality of Croifen, with the circle of Zullichau be
lo~ging thereto. and the Fiefs of Bohemia poifeifed by that 
King, and fituated in Lufatia; namely, Cotbus, Peits, Store
·kow, Beeikau, Somerfeld, and other places and dillriCls be
longing thereto. In this cafe, all Silelia and the county of 
Glatz, excepting Swibus, mull retur~ to her Majefty the 
<l!!een of Hungary and Bohemia, who, in exchange cedes an 
the reft juil. mentioned, with the diftriCt of Swibus, belonging 
otherwife to Silefia, to his Majefty the K!ng of Poland, Elec
tor of Saxony. 

Suppoling on the contrary, that befides the recovering of 
all Silefia and county of Glatz, they could conquer upon the 
aggreifor no more than the circle of SaaJ, the principality of 
Croifen, with the· circle of ZuIlichau, and the above-men
tioned Fiefs of Bohemia belonging to him in Lufatia; then 
his Polilh Majefty, EleCtor of Saxony, !hall be content with 
this laft partition and the difiriCt of Swibus, leaving in like 
manner to her Majeily the ~een of Hungary and Bohemia, 

an 
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treaty of Eventual Partition of the 18 May 1745. 
And-the court of Saxony, as he obferves, thinking 
it neceffary, in the firf!: place, to gi.ve a greater 
confi'ftency to their plan, by grounding it llpon 
an alliance between the courts of Ruffia and 
Vienna; thoft: two powers did on May the 22d 

1746 conclude a defenfive alliance at Pet~ril?ourg: 
but that the oftenfible part of it was drawn up 
merely with a view to conceal the fix fecret articles 
thereof from the knowledge of the public, the 
4th of which was levelled fingly at Pruffia. In 
which treaty he admits that the Emprefs QEeen 
of Hungary and Bohemia did fet out with a pro-

all Silefia and the county of Glatz, Swibus excepted. But 

fuppofe, in fine, that, contrary to all expeaation, and in fpite 
of the joint efforts above-mentioned, they could conquer, be
fides the county of Glatz, and the whole of Silefia, no more 

than the principality of Croifen, with the circle of ZuIlichau. 
and the abovefaid fiefs of Bohemia, polfeifed by the faid King 
in Lufatia; In this cafe, his Polilh MajeUy Ihall have, be/ides 

the principality, the circle and tre fiefs juil mentioned, tlw 
_ diftrict of S\vibus, otherwife belonging to Sile/ia. 

And her MajeUy the ~een of Hungary and Bohemia, en
gages in the firongeft and mofi folemn manner, that his Ma
jefiy the King of Poland, Eleaor of Saxony, Ihall have pre

,cifely the famefecurities for thefe new acquiiitions, which [he 

fuall or may have for the recovery of her antient patrimonial 
territories, that is to fay, Silefia and the county of Glatz. 

To this end the Saxon troops ot his Polilh Majefiy fuall re
main in re-conquered Silefia, till his ftipulated lhare be ef
fetl:ed, at leafi according to the Iaft of the cafes above-men. 

tioned. After .which the high\contraCling parties Ihall reci
procally guaranty_, &c. 

pope at Leipfick, the 

l$th of May, '745, 
(L. S,) AUGUSTUS R. 

N 3 tefiation 
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A. D. teflation religiouOy to obferve the treaty of 
'1757' Drefden, but that her real way of thinking upon 

this point in the following words, in the fame 
treiity; "Jf the King of Pruffia fhould be the 
" firlt to depart from this peace, by attacking 
" either her Majefty the Emprefs ~een of Hun
" gary and Bohemia, -or her Majefty the Emprefs 
" of Ruffia, or even the republic of Poland, in 
" all which cafes the rights of her MajeUy the 
" ~Emprefs ~een to Sileiia and the county o,f 
"Glatz, would again take place, and recover 

." their full effeCt; the two contraCting parties fualJ 
" mutualiy affifr each other with, &c. to con
" quer Sileua, &c." extends the infraCtion of 
the treaty of Drefden to any difpute, that might 
arife between Pruffia and Ruffia, or Poland, and 
to be a fl1fficientground for a revival of the rights 
of the Houfe of Aufrria to Sileua; though nei
ther -Rufih nor the republic of Poland are at all 
concerned in the treaty of Drefden. But it is 
obvious, fays he, that, by this article the court 
of Vienna has prepared three pretences for the 
recovery of Silefia; arid by comparing it with her 
cond~lCt from that time it did vifibly appear, that 
fbe thought to attain her end, either by provoking 
the King to commence a war againfr her, or by 
kindling one between his Majefry and Ruffi~, or 
Pola';d, by her fecret intrigues and machinations., 

His Prufiian Majefty produces the inftruttions 
to the Saxon minifters at Peter{bourg and Vienna, 
to prove the time when the EleCtor of Saxony 
wlj.s invited to acceed to this treaty,' and the eager-

.. :;cb nefs 
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nefs with which he accepted that invitation u. A. D. 
And then makes this obfervation and inference: 1757' 

as 

u < In thefe intlruaions, which are recited at large, are 
thefe remarkable particulars:' " As to the principal treaty be
tween the two Imperial courts, the King is entirely difpofed 
to accede thereto, without any other reftriaion, than thatof 
the number of troops, which they have reciprocally ftipulated 
therein, for the ordinary cafes of giving fuccours. But the 
King's acceffion to the fix feparate articles, five of which are 
fecret, require much more reftriaion and adjuftment, with re
gard to the King's conveniency. 

As to the firft fecret articles, which concerns the guaranty 
of the Grand Duke of Ruffia's poffeffions, as Duke of Hol
ftein-Slefwick, and of his ducal houfe, the Emprefs of Ruffia 
will be pleafed to cOl)fider how tenderly and cautioufly the 
King muft behave towards the court of Denmark, on account 
of his affinity and right of eventual fucceffion; and therefore 
the faid fovereign, as well as the Emprefs <2!!een, and even 
the Emperor her confort, will not, in return, refufe the King 
and his pofterity the guaranty of the f ucceffion to the throne 
of Denmark, which in time may fall to a Prince of the eleao
ral houfe of Saxony. 

And as to the fourth article, which regards eventual and 
ftronger meafures againft a new, fudden, and unexpeaed at
tack from the King of Pruffia, the King acknowledges there
in the prudent [orecatl of the two Empreffes, in thinking be
forehand how to concert matters together, and powerfully 
affift one another, if, contrary to better expeaations, and not
withftanding their fcrupulous attention to obferve their treaties 
with the faid Prince, the latter fhould invade the dominions of 
either of them; and in this cafe the King is ready enough to 
concur in the fame meafures; but as he is the moft expofed to 
the refentment of fo formidable and reftlefs a neighbour, wit
nefs the fad experience his Majefty has lately had, of it.. their 
Imperial Majefties cannot think it ftrange, that the King, be
fore entering into fuch a new, eventual, and extenfive engage-

N 4 menr. 
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A. D. as the court of Saxony does thus betray their 
'757· readinefs to enter into all the offenfive engage

~n~nt$ 

ment, fhould take better precautions, as well for his fecurity 
and mutual defence, as for his being indemnified, and recom· 
penfed in proportion to his efforts, and the progrefs made 

againft fuch an aggreffor. 
To this end the Count de Vicedom, and the Sieur Pezold 

iliall alk the Imperial minifters plenipotentiaries, I. What 
number of troops, in fuch a cafe, their fovereigns defire of the 
King; and, in return, with how many will each of them 
affift him? And zdly, That this fuccour defired of the King 

he not difproportionate to the firength of his army. 3. That 
the two Imperial courts mull: promife double the number to 
the King: 4. That the twO Empreffes mull: each engage to 
keep at leaft fuch a body of their troops, in a moveable condi. 
tion, and ready to march to the affiftance of his Majefty, one 
upon the frontiers of Pruffia, and the other in Bohemia. 5. 
That they likewife oblige themfelves to let the King come in 

for a Ihare of the prifoners, fpoils, and conq uefts they !flail 
make jointly, or feparately on the aggreifor, and thereby the 
common enemy. 

With refpeCt to this laft point, and -the partition of the con
quefts to be made, the King's miniilers plenipotentiaries are to 
alk the Ruffian minifter, what his fovereign's offers are; and 

to declare, relative to the Emprefs ~een of Hungary and 
-Bohemia, that fuppofing -this Princefs were attacked again by 
the King of Pruffia, and Ihould recover not only Silefia and 

the county of Glatz,-but likewife fucceed in reducing that ago 
greifor within narrower bounds, the King of Poland, 3S Eletlor 

of Saxony, would abide by the partidon ftipulated between 
her and his Majefty by the convention figned at Leipfic the 
18th of May 1745, a copy of which the refident Pezold reo 
ceived, enclofed in a letter from the miniftry of the 14th of 
November following; excepting the third degree of partitioR 
defined therein, with which his MajeUy cannot be fatisfied; 
~nce in cafe the Emprefs ~een fhould be able to conquell, 

beftd~~ 
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meots of the treaty of Petedbourg; and as they A. D. 

have been fince the peace, the revivers of the 1757· 

Partition treaty, made againft the King during 
,the 1aft war; they had juftified his Majefty in re
fenting a treaty made againft him, notwithftandit:tg 
the general amnefty fettled by the treaty of Dref
den; as appears from the opinion of the, Saxon 
privy council; who upon being eonfulted about 
this very fourth feeret article on the 15 Aug. 
1747 and the 17 Sep. 1748, gave it, as their 
opinion, " That the [aid article exceeds the ufual 
H ru1es.-and if his Poliih Majefry fhould approve 
~, by his aeeeffion, a principle w [0 repugnant to ' 
~, the ordinary rules, the King of Pruffia, iliould 
~, he hear of it, might ,charge him with a viola
~, tiion of'the treaty of Drefden, and their appre
~.' henfions from his Pruffian Majefry would great- ' 
,'" ly increafe." 

b,eJides the county of Gl~tz and all Silelia, no more than the 
principality of Croffen, with the circle of Zullichau, and the 
Fiefs of Bohemia poffeffed by the King of Pruffia in Lufatia. 
it would be neceffary to grant e~entually to the King, Elector 
of Saxony, a more confiderable fhare in thofe conque/1:s, than 
the [aid principality, the circle, and the Fiefs: His Majel1:y 
will wait for the offers of the court of Vienna on this head. 
and will order the 'Count de Lofs to negotiate thereupon; 

wifhing only that the Ruffian court would ufe its good offices 
to obtain; in this 'cafe, a better partition for the King from 
the Emprefs ~een, and then fecure and guaranty to his Ma

j efl:y the acq uifition thereof. 
(L. S.) AUCUSTUS R. 

Written at Drefden, the 

23d of May, 1747. 

C. DE BR. 
PE WALTHER. 

W That an auxiliary potentate is to be con/idered on the 

fal!le foqt as the beJli~erent fower, &c. 

3 He 
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A. D. He adds that Count Bruhl was fo well apprized, 
J757· and convinced of this truth, that he did all in his 

power, to conceal the fix [eeret articles above-men
tioned. For the proof of this he cites infiructions 
to Count Lofs, the Saxon minifter at Paris'. And, 
though continues his Majefty the court of Saxony 
deferred their acceeding to the treaty, in form; 
they did not fail to affure their confederat,es, that 
they were ready to acceed to it, as foon as it could 
be done without too evident a riik, and their !hare 
of the advantages to be gained, fhould be fecured 
to them y. 

Several paffages of letters were extracted in this 
memorial, one Z from Count Flemming to Count 
Bruhl, in which it is [aid, " That Count Uhiefidd 
" had charged him to reprefent a-frefh to his 
" court, that they could not take too fecure mea· 
" fmes againft the 'ambitious views of the King 
" of Pruffia, and that Saxony more efpecially, as 
" being the moil: expofed, could not be too cau· 
" tious in guarding againil: them; that it was of 

x June 18, 1747. 
Y General d' Arnim, when he was going to Peterlbourg, in 

quality of minifier from Saxony, was infiruB.ed to declare, 
"That (before his Polifu MajeUy's acceffion) the two Impe
rial courts fuould promife him, in cafe of an hoCtile in valianof 
his patrimonial dominions in Germany, a fpeedy, fure, and 
fufficient affifiance, by means of two armies to be always kept 
ready on the refpeB.ive frontiers, which might be able to fue
cour him immediately, or to make a divernon according to the 
exigency of the cafe; and in fine, that the /hare he is 10 ha'1'l 

in the advantages that may he gained hy good jucceJs- in 'War; he 
pojiti'L·e/y determined." • 

z Dated z8 Feb. 1753. 
the 
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" the high eft importance to ftrengthen their old 
" engagements, upon the footing propofed by the 
" late Count Harrach in 1745, that this might be 
" done upon occaGon of the acceffion to .the treaty 
" of Peter{burg; or in atlY other manner, which 
"!hould feem fitteft for keeping it fecret; and 
" that he thought the prefent fituation of affairs 
"abfolutety required the allied courts to unite 
" clofer than ever, fo as, that all jhould anfwer for 
" each one, and each one for all." To which Count 
Bruhl anfwered., "That his Polifh Majefty was 
" not difinclined to treat afterwards in the utmon: 
"fecrecy, with the court of Vienna, about fuc
"cours, by private and confidential declarations, 
" relative to the 4th [ecret article of the treaty of 
"Peter{b~lrg, provided reafonable conditions and 
" advantages be granted him." And· concludes, 
" That it is his previous opinion, that what was 
" promifed by the Emprefs ~een's declaration b 

" of the 3d of May 1745, may ferve for a bafis." 
-Another out of a difpatch from Count Flemming 
to Count Bruhl, in which the former writes: 
" Your excellency knows the great objeCtions, 
" which the court of Peter{burg made to us in the 
" lail: war, when we reclaimed the cafus ja:deris: 
" and your excellency will alfo remember the an· 
" fwer, which their minifters gave us, when we 
" were preifed to acceed to the treaty of Peterf
" burg of 1746, and we ihewed our willingnefs 

a Dated 8 March 1753. 
I b 'This is the very treaty of Partition, figned at Vienna on 

3d May, and at Drefdtln Qn the IS May 1745. 

203 
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A. D. "to do it, upon condition that we jhould not appear 
'757· "upon the fi"age, till after the King of PruJlia jhould 

"be attacked, and his forces divided; that we might 
" not from the fituation of our country hazard 
" our falling the firft facrifice." - The following 
paffage from the Sieur Funck's difpatch of the
i June 1753, "That having had the queftion 
"put to him at Peterfburg, whether his court 
" would not take up arms, in cafe of a war' with 
" Pruffia; and having replied, That the fituation 
&, of Saxony did not permit it to enter the lifts, 
" till its powerful neighbour fhould be beat out 
4' of the field;" he was anf wered, "That he 
'~judged rightly, For, the Saxons ought tf) wait 
" till the knight was thrown out of the laddIe." - ~ 

Hence -his Pruffian Maje0:y obierved, That it. 
is evident the court of Saxony, without having 
acceded to the treaty of Peterfburg in form, were 
not the lefs an accomplice in the dangerous defigns, 
which the court of Vienna- has grounded upon 
this treaty; and that, having been difpenfed with 
by their allies, from a formal concurrence, they 
had only waited for the moment, when they 
might, without running too great a rilk: concur 
in effect, and fhare the fpoils of their neighbour. 

In expectation of this period, continues the 
memorial, the Auftrian and Saxon minitl:ers la
boured in concert and privately, to prepare the 
means of putting their intentions into execution. 
And as it was laid down, as a principle in the fecret 
treaty of Peteriburg, that any war whatever' be
tween the King and Ruffia wOllld authorize the 

Emprers 
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Emprefs ~een to re-enter and take SHena ~ there A. D. 

was nothing more to be done, than- to fpirit up 1757· 

fuch a war .. Therefore every art was ufed to em-
broil the King -irreconcilably with the Emprefs of 
Ruffia, and to provoke that Princefs by all forts 
of falfe infinuations, impoftures and atrocious 
calumnies; as may be colleaed from feveral dif
patlZhes and iriftruaions to the Auftrian and Saxon 
minifters at Petedburg ......... Mr. Vicedom, the Saxon 
minifter, informs, " That Baron Pretlack, mini-
"fier from Vienna rejoiced, upon his having 
"found means by confidential communications 
" from his court, concerning various fecret prac-
" tices of the King of Pruffia to the prejudice of 
" her Imperial Majefry, to raife ideas in her, 
" which had carried her enmity to the higheft 
" pitch; and that the two minifters of Vienna 
" and Saxony concerted together. the means of 
" bringing about an accommodation between the 
"Emprefs ~een and France, in order that the 
" former might bS,. able to make head againft the 
"King of Pruffia." Count Bernes' exagge-
rated the military arrangements of the King of 
Pruffia: and affirmed that the court of Pruffia 
was concerned in a plot hatching in Sweden againft 
the perf on and life of the Czarina d. 

He then produces vouchers from the Saxon 
miniftry, who gave it as a general inftruCl:.ion c to 
keep up dextroufiy the difrruft and jealoufy of 

c In a difpatch of 6 July 1747. d I2 Dec. 1749. 
• Infiructions to General d' Arnim in 1750, 

Ruffia 
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A. D. Ruffia in regard to Pruffia; and to applaud every 
1757· arrange men t made againft the latter. So that they 

were conftantlv infinllating that the KinO' was • 0 

forming defigns upon Courland. Pollth Pruffia 
and the city of Dantzick :-that the courts of. 
France, Pruffia and Sweden were hatching vaft 
projects, in cafe of a vacancy of the throne of 
Poland; and many more falfities of the fame 
kind; fo far as to affirm that he was endeavouring 
to fet the Turk upon the back of Ruffia. 

He obferves, That thefe calumnies and impo
ftures did, at length fucceed in infnaring the Em
prefs of Ruffia's equity and good faith, and in 
prejudicing her againft the King, to fuch a degree, 
that by the refult f of the affemblies of the fenaie 
of Ruffia it was laid down for a fundamental 
maxim of the Empire, to oppofe every further 
aggrandifement of the King of Pruffia, and to 
crulh him by a fuperior force, as foon as a favour
able opportunity ihould occur, and that this refo
lution was renewed in a great council, in otl:. 
1755, with a further refolve, "To attack the 
" King of Pruffia without any further difcuffion, 
" whether that Prince fhould happen to attack one 
" of the allies of the- court of Ruffia, or one of 
" the allies of that court ihould begin with him g." 
All which was received with inexpreffiblcrjoy 

f On the 14 and 15 May 1753. 
g It was at the fame time refoJoted to ereCi: magazines for 

100,000 men, at Riga, Mitrau, Lichau, and Wind au. And 
they el1:ablilhed a fund of 2,500,000 rubles, and an annual 
fund of 1',500,000 rubles, for this fcrvice. 

" by 



THE L ATE 'V A R. 

by Count Bruhl; who, in anfwerto Siem Funck 
writes h, " That the deliberations of the grand 
" council are fo much the more glorious to Ruf
" fia, in that there can be nothing more beneficial 
" to the common caufe, than previoufiy to fettle 
"the effeCtual means of deftroying the over
" grown power of Pruffia, and the undoubted 
" ambition of that court." And again i he ex
plains himfelf as follows, " The rerult of the 
" grand council of Ruffia has given us great fatif
" faa ion : the confidential communication, which 
" 'Ruffia is pleated to make of it, will enable all 

" their allies, as well as our court, to come to all 

" explanation about the arrangement, and mea
" fures to be taken in confequence thereof. But, 
", it cannot be taken amifs, if Saxony, conGder
" ing the fuperior power of its neighbour, pro
" ceeds with the utmoft caution: and previou!ly 
" expeCts its fecurity from its allies, and to be 
" affifted with the means of aaing," 

This memorial then fets forth, the panic, which 
feized this Saxon minifter upon the convention of 
neutrality in Germany Ggned k between the courts 
of London and Berlin, which he was afraid would 
filence all his calumnies, and !hake his iniquitous 
fyftc;m, and therefore redoubled his efforts in Ruf
fia in order to prevent a good underftanding be
tween that court and the King of Prufiia. "A 

h Dated the Ilth,ofNovember 1755. 
i The 23d of November 1755. ' 
:. On the 16th of January 1756, 

I " recon· 
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A.D. "reconciliation, fays he I, between the courts of 
1757· "Berlin and Petedburg would be the molt criti. 

" cal and the moft dangerous event; that (ould 
"happen. It is to be hoped, that Ruffia would 
" not hearken to fuch odious propofa}s; and that 
" the court of Vienna will, be able to thwart [6 

" fatal a union." However, it appears from 
what follows, that there was no ground for Bruhl'S 
fe~rs. The court of Vienna had made fure af 
the Czarina; and imagining that the new con· 
nections, they had entered into, this year, would' 
facilitate the recovery of Silefia, they took their 
rneafures accordingly. Ruffia, armed with great 
ftrength, both by land and fea, under preten.ce of 
a treaty with England,which required, at thilt 
time, no fuccours. Bohemia and Moravia were 
covered with troops, camps, magazines, &c. 
agreeable to a fecret convention between the twO 
Empreifes; and difcontinued till next year~ for 
certain reafons.For, whoever attends to the cor· 
refpondence of the Saxon minifters will find that 
Pruffia was the real, whatever might be the apparent 
object of fuch armaments. A report was induftri· 
oufly propagated at PeterJburg, from feveral-parts, 
under the influence of the Auftrian and' Saxon 
minifters, " That the King of Pruffia; under a 
,. pretence of trade, was fending officers and en· 
" gineers, in difguife, into Ukraine, to reeon· 
" noitre the country, and ftir up a rebellion." 
Which, if believed, was, according to the 'treaty 

1 In his letter of the 23d of June J756~ 
of 
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-Of eventuaJ partition, a fuffident ground for a 
rupture rn• "This had fuch an effeCl:, that the Ruf
fian minifter of ftate affured fe-cretary Paffe, " That 
" his court would Coon begin the war againft the 
" King' of Pruffia, in order to fetboundsto fo 
" troublefome a neighbollt, and that the engagc
" ments of his court with England, in rt~gard to 
" the neutrality of Germany, did not concern the 
" Saxon league at leaft, and that they wouid go 
" on their, own way, in keeping to the fenfe of 
" the 'fubfidiary" treaty with England n. That 
c;, they very much approved of the court of Vi
" enna's new connections with France; which 
" they wifhed might extend fo far, as to fupport 
" the Emprefs ~een, in her attempts upon Pru[
"{la, and that the order for putting a flop to 
" the armaments of t}-lat Empire, was occafioned 
." by the want of officers and feamen, magazines 
" and forage 0." Count Flemming, the Saxon 

, 'minifter at Vienna, informs phis cO\Jrt of a con
ference he had with, Count Kallnitz, concerning 
the armaments of Rllffia, and the difficulty of 
maintaining thofe great armies, and the dangers 
that might enflle a difcovery of'their real object, 
by that crafty and lharp-fighred Prince, the King 
-ofPruffia. In the courfe of which Flemming 
was made to underftand, that thofe armaments, 

whatever .might be pretended in regard to en,.. 

m Sieur Praff"e's letter to Count Bruhl, 28th of April 1756. 
n His letter of tlie loth of May 1756. 
",On the 21ft of June. 
P On the 12th of June 1756. 
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gagements with England, were made againft :(>ruf
fia: that money would not be wanting nor grudg
ed, proyided they knew how to make a proper 

. tife of it, and that, in cafe the King of Pruffia 
fhould fall fuddenly upon his heighbours, he would 
meet with his match: "for that the Ruffians were 
prepared at all events." But nothing couid prove 
the infincerity of the Aufl:rian court more evi
dently than a letter from this fame Count Flem
ming at Vienna, to Count Bruhl, the Saxon prime 
minifl:er, dated June 9th 1756. in which it is [aid 
with great afi'urance, that there was an eftablilbed 
concert between the two courts of Vienna and 
Ruffia: that the latter, in order to difguife the. 
true rea[ons of their armaments, made them un· 
der the pretence of being thereby in a conditi01l1 
to fulfil theif engagements with England: and.~ 
that when all the preparations fhould be finilheC!i't 
they wen: to fall unexpeCl:edly upon the King of 
PrufIia; and another letter, dated 28th of July, 
which fets the fyftem of Vienna in a full light, at 
the bottom of the page q. 

This 

q Letter from Count Flemming to Count de Bruhl. 

SIR. Vienna, July 28, 1756. 
M. Klingraffe received lall: Saturday an exprefs from his 

court, in confequence of which he fent a note the next morn
~ng to Count de Kaunitz, earnelUy entreating him to appoint 
an hour for a conference with him. This note was delivered 
to the chancellor of flate, jufl: while he was in conference with 
the Marlhals l"ewperg and Brown, and Gen. Prince Piccolo
~ini •. And as he intended to wait upon the Emprefs ~eeD 
Immediately after the conference, in order to make her a re-

port 



~: 
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This letter, fays the memorialift, proves, that 
by dictating the anfwer to his Sovereign; Count 

Kaunitz 

port thereof, he fent word to M. Klingraffe, that he was in'" 
deed obliged to go- to Sch~nbrunn, but neverthelefs he would 
be o\>Iiged to him, if he would hallen to him that very i~llant; 
which the Pruffian minifter did not fail to do. Count de Kau
nitz told me in confidence, at a converfation I had with him 
yefterday morning, that M. Xlingraffe, on his accoftil!g him. 

gave him to underlland. with a certain embarralfment mixed 
with uneafinefs, that he had jull received an exprefs from his 

court, who brought him fame orders, the contents of which 
he was to lay before the Emprefs ~een in perf on, and for 
this purpofe he was enjoined to demand a private audience of 
her Imperial Majefty, which, he defired, he would be pleafed 
to procure for him. That he, Count Kaunitz, made anfwer, 
that being juft ready to fet out for Sch~nbrunn, he wiIlingly 
took upon him to demand the audience he de fired ; but could 
not avoid letting him underftand, that it was proper he iliould 
be enabled, at leall in general terms, to give 'the Emprefs pre-

" vious notice of the nature of the infinuations he had ~rders to 
make to her Majelly. Whereupon M. de KlingrafFe told him, 
that he was charged to demand amicahly, and by way of eclair
cilfement, in the name of the King his mailer, what was the 
tendency of the armaments and military preparations making 

here, and whether they might not, perhaps concern him ; 
which, however, he could not imagine, as he did not know 
that he had given the leaft occalion for them. That he, 
Kaunitz, replied, that he could not juft then make any an
ewer to that overture; that he would not fail to make a report 
thereof immediately to the Emprefs, and procure him the au· 
dience he requelled; that, neverthelefs, he could net forbear 

telling him, that he was furprifed at the explanation, which 

the ;King his maller required, concerning the meafures taken in 
this coun'try, feeing this court had exprelfed no uneafinefs or 
umbrage at the great movements and preparation~, which 'had 
been previoully obferved in his army. This minifter further 

o 2 told 
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A. p. Kaunitz propored to fhut the door againfran 
1757· means of explaining and conciliating matters; 

and 

told me, .« That having fet alit immediatoely after for SehalD. 

" brunn, he had refleCieq by the wayan the anfwer he Ihoull\ 
•• advife his Sovereign to give M. Klingraffe; and havinl 
.. thought he perceived that the King of Pruffia had two ob~ 
.e jeCis in view, which this court was defirous equally to avoid. 
" viz. to corne to conferences and eclairciifements, that might, 
co at firft,caufe a fufpenlion of the meafures, which they Judged 
" neceifary to be continued vigoroufly; and fecondly, to leacl 
.. matters further on, to other propofitions and more eifential 
.. engagements; he had ·therefore judged that the anfwer' 
" ought to be of fuch a nature, as might entirelr elude the 
" King of Pruffia's queftion; and that, in leaving no marc 
.. room for further explanations, it fhould at the fame time be 
.. refotute and polite, without being fufceptible of any inter. 
co pretation either £Inifter or favourable. That purfuanj,to 
" this notion, it appeared to him fufficient, that the Empre{1 
cc fhould content herfelf with £Imply anfwering., that in tho 

II violent general crilis Europe was now in, her duty and the 
4C dignity of her crown required her to take fufficient mea{ur~A 
II for her own fecurity, as well as for the fafety of her, frien"
U and allies." That the Emprefs ~een had approved ofthil 
anfwer; and to fhew that the King of Prufiia's fiep and de. 
mand did not occafion the leaft embarraifment here, her Ma
jelly immediately ordered'the hour of M. Klingraffe's audience 

to be fixed for the next day, which was the day before yeRer: 
day I and after hearing that minifter's propofition, juR as he 
ltad imparted it the preceding day to Count de Kaunitz,lhe had 
anfwered him precifely in the terms above-mentioned, and then 
fuddenly' broke off the audience with a nod, without entering 
into any further detail. -It is,,certain that all Vienna, being 
then aifembled in the Emprefs ~een's drawing-room, as it 
was a day of gala. faw M. KlingralFe enter, and depart in a 
very few minutes, with an embarraifed countenance. I have 
all thefe particulars from the mouth of COl.lnt de Kaunitz, who 

on 
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and at the fame ti~e, to purfue the preparations 
for his dangerous defigns, in th~ expectation, that 

the 

L on this occafion, has talked to me with more opennefs and con. 
rJidence than he had hitherto done, and even c;harged me to 

make u[e of them in my difpatches to your Excellency, but 
fiill with the greateft fecrecy. 

It is fo much the lefs doubted that this anfwer,. equaIly 
"llr'ong and obfcure, will greatly puzzle the King of Pruffia; 
"and 'tis pretended here, that that Prince muft be under a great' 
'deil of uneafinefs, and that he has already drawn three mil •• 

1 lions of crowns out of his treafury, for the charges or his pre-
, parations and augmentations. 
•• It is prefumed, and not w~thout probability,. that his d,efign 
r 'm the demand above-mentIoned was, that If he had been 

,ianfwered, that he himfeIf had been the cau[e of the arma
ments made here, he would have endeavoured to clear him
felf of the charge, by alledging, in proof of his innocence. 
that for this very reafon he did not only form the camps, which 
he has already traced to exercife' his [oldiers, but had oretered 
the regiments to feparate; perhaps imagining he fhould lay 
this court under this neceffity to follow his example by di~on" 
timiing likewife his preparations. However, I think he would 

. find it no ea[y matter to divert it from its defign by fuch il· 
,lulions as thefe. . 

We have learned by an exprefs who arrived laft Sunday 
from the Count de Puebla, that notwithftanding the feigned 
difpofitions of the King of Pruffia, his troops ilill continued 
filing off towards Silefia. Befides, it is very eafiJy underftood 
;that that Prince, by the local polition of his army, which he 
can affemble in as many weeks as it would require months to 

. do the fame here, on account of the diftance of the places 
where the'troops are quartered, has too vifible an advantage 
over this tonrt, which, he can put to flfch greatexpences by 
long and continual marches, that they would at laft becom~ 
intollerable: I fay, it is, very readily underftood, that it is ne· 
ceffary to purfue, without interruption, the meafurcs already 

o 3 'begun, 
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the~ King would be fo far provoked, as to take 
fame ftep, which might ferve'to make him pars 
for the aggreffor. 

He 

begun, in order to put themfelves in the prefent circumftan~' 
upon equal terms, and in a good condition; that the King of 
PrulIia may be thereby" obliged, to keep up his armaments; 
and the, augmeRtations made and to be made, will exceed his 
faculties, and wafie him gradually; ., or elfe, in order to 

" prevent, this inconvenience, to take a precipitate refolutionl 
" which, I think, is the very thing expeCted from him." 

The return of M. KlingrafFe's courier, which the raid 
Prince, no doubt, waits for with the utmoft impatience, will 
give us more light into his difpofitions. There is reafon to 
believe, that if he thinks himfelf menaced, he will no longer 

delay coming to aCtioq; and preventing thofe, whom he dread,,. 
in order to take advantage of the fituation, in which this court 
will be 'till the end of the month of Augull, which is the 
term when all the troops are to be aifembled. But on the 
other hand, if he remains quiet, b.e may be perfuaded that he 
will not be molefted or attacked, "at leaft not this year." 
f!owever, from all the obfervations I make, I cannot but 
imagine, that this court muft be ~ery fure of the friendlhip 
ind attachment of Ru1Iia. And this [eems to me to be far
ther confirmed by a letter of the 6 D. c. from M. Swart the 
:O~t"h minifter a~ Peterlburg, to M. de Burmannia, whereitl 
he writes among other things, that the French emill'ary, the 
Chevalier Douglas, gained ground every day. 

As, this cannot fail of producing an alteration in, the old 
fyft~m pf RulIia, it does not appear furpri/ing that, the high 
chanCI;!lor <;::o~nt Beftu~helf, agreeably to what your excel· 
lency did m~ thl;: hOilour to write to me in your Jaft difpatch, 
has reral ved to retirf; hltp the country, under the pretext 01 
recovering his health, and to withdraw a-while from public 
bufinefs; as he may be willing to wait what turn affairs mal 
take, and perhaps forefees that the hour is at hand, /inee thl 
w/lQ1e feems to depend on the KinS of PrulIia,'s refolution; i 

beiDI 
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He then relates the meafures, he had taken to 
prevent a war with the Emprefs ~~en, as already 

fet 

being certain, t~at if he remains quiet, that the court of Vi
enna will not begin to aa neither, "at leaft this year: but 
4, fhe will e~deavour, during that interval, to finifh her pre
.. parations, that fhe may the next year be in a fituation to 
" take a courfe fuitable to the circumftances and e~ents, which 
" time may produce. 

" This confirms me more in the opinion, which I ventured 
.. to take tIie liberty to communicate to your excellency in 
" my former letters, that our court has 110 furer means to 
.. profit by the prefent conjunaures, which, perhaps, never 
.. were fo favourable during the reign of our auguft maller, 
., than by putting itfelf in a good pofture, to the end that its 
" concurrence may be courted. '. A friend of mine, who pre
•• tends to have his information from one of the clerks of the 
.. treafury, affures me, that this court has remitted a million 
" of florins to Ruffia." 

Count de Kannitz has told me, that the advices, which your 
excellency had conveyed to him, of reports fpread by the King 
of Pruffia, concerning alliances to be made between him and 
us, as alfo with Ruffia; and, moreover, that this COllrt was 
taking upon her to mediate between France and England; has. 
already been fent to him by other hands, and confequently 

. deferved the more attention, a~ w~ll as.to be c~ntradiaed; 
which the Emprefs Q2een's minifiers at the courts of Europe 
would accordingly be orden;d to do. This chancellor of ilate,: 
further, told me, there was advice, that the King of Pruffia 
had had an intention to furprize the city of Stralfund in Swe
dHh Pomerl\nia.; imd that if this proved true, it was likely to 
be in confequence of the plot l<1tely difcovered at Stocl;;~ 
holm. \. 

If your excellency has an opportunity t'o make infinuations 
wi.th fafery at the court of London, you might perhaps do it 
,fome fervice by apprizing it <:>f the dang;er, into which it has 
been led by thofe, who now have the greateft ~nfiuence there. 
. . 04 n 
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fet forth r; and the conil:ant refufal of giving him 
a fatisfatlory anfwer, in regard to his own fafety: 
a conduCt, adds the memorialiil:, that gave the 

. ~igheft degree of evidence to the dangerous de
figns of the CQurt of Vienna, and forced his Ma
jefty, who could 110 longer entertain the leaft doubt 
about it, to take the only way, he had left him, 
to avert~he dangers, he was threatened with, by 
preventing an irreconcileable enemy, who -had 
fworn his ruin. 

It will be a hard talk. for that Court to get out at the, dif. 
trefs, which fhe has plunged herfelf into, and if /h,e does not· 
detach herfelf from the King of Pruffia, by making her peace 
with France on the beft conditions that can be had, the latter' 
will go on from fuccefs to fuccefs, and frGm one projeCl: to 
another, which, in the long run, may prove fatal to the houfe 
of Hanover. 

I beg it as a favour of your excellency, that you would not 
defcend to particulars with M. de Broglie about any thing I 
have the honour to write to your excellency, becaufe that 
ambalfador holds a correfpondence with M.d'Aubeterre, who 
has told me with fome furprize, that the Count de Broglie was 
fully perfu!\ded, that mifchief was intended againft the King 
of Pruffia, and even accufed him of dill:ruft and too much reo 
{erve concerning the defigns of the court of Vienna. 

The MJrquis d'Aubeterre having long folicited petrtlillion 
to abfent hitnfelf from his poft for a few months, in order to 
attend his family affairs, which require his prefence at Paris, 
has at laft obtained his requeft. . 

General Karoli, and not General Nadafti, as was thought, 
has jull: been declared Bann of Croatia . . 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

C. FLEMMnUJ. 

, On page 55 to 6:. Vol. II. 

He 
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He then a,ppeals to the impartial world, to de
termine, which of the two ought to be deemed 
th~ -aggreffor; he who is preparing ever.y means to 
cruih his neighbour; or, he who, feeing the arm 
raifed over his head, aiming the moft dangerous 
blows, endeavours to ward them off, by fhiking 
home upon the perfon of his enemy. 

Then he obferves, That the King's conduCt to
wards the court of Saxony is grounded upon the 
fame principle of indifpenfible ne-ceffity of provid
ing for his own fecurity againft the moft dangerous 
defigns. For, fays he, from the beginning of the 
troubles, which have juft broke out, Count Bruhl 
had ,acted the part, he had, long Lince, agreed to 
with the allies of his court, by borrowing the 
malk of neutrality; but, in the mean time, and 
.till he 1hould be at liberty to pull it off, he was 
not the lefs forward in entering perfonally into the 
late concert formed againft his Majefty: and that 
no ftronger proof of this can be given, than by 
repeating here, what has been related above, that 
his minifters did not fCr\lple. to make himieIf ac
ceffary in propagating the calumny, that the King 
wanted to ftir up a rebellion in Ukraine. 

That Count Bruhl loft no time in fetding his 
fyftem of neutrality, agree-ably to fuch principles; 
appears from his letter to Count Flemming, on 
the 1ft of July, and confequently two months be
fore tbe.King's army began to march; " That he 
" fhould propofe to the court of Vienna, to take 
" meafures againft the paffage of the Pruffian 
~~ ~rmy through Saxony, by affembling an army 

., " in 
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" in the circles of ,Bohemia, which border upon 
" that EleCtorate; and to order Marjhal Brown to 
" concert /ecretly with Marjhal Count RutowJk;:" 
and from Count Flemming's anfwer, on the 7th 
of July, " That Count Kaunitz had affured him, 
" that the, generals would be forthwith named; 
~, and that one would like wife be appointed, to 
" concert with Count Rutowiki: that the court 
" of Saxony fhould not 1hew any trouble or un
" eafinefs; but rather keep a good countenance, 
" by preparing privately againjJ every event." Where 
one may judge of this concert, by the counfeI, 
which Count Flemming gives CountBruhl, in his 
difpatches of the. 14th of July, " to grant the 
" paffage to the Pruffian troops; and, afterwards; 
" to take fuch meafures as 1hould be moft pro: 
" per." 

He further fets forth, That by it letter from 
Count Flemming of the, 18th of AUgllft, the 
Emprefs QEeen explained, herfelf to that minifter 
in the following terms: " That lhe required no
" thing, for the prefent, from the King of Po
" land, as fhe was very fenfible of his ticklilh 
" fituation ;-that, however, lhe hoped he would, 
" in the mean while, put himfelf in a good 
" poilure, in order to be prepared at all events; 
" and that, in cafe any breach lhould happen be.; 
" tween her Majefty and the King of Pruffia, fhe 
" would, in time, not be averfe to concur in the 
" neceifary meafures for their mutual fecurity." 

. \ Then fumming up the faCts, the merriorialift 
fays, That from a curfory review of all the faCts, 

which 
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which have been alledged above, it will be eafy 
to form a juft notion of the conduct of the cqurt 
of Saxony towards the King; and to judge of 
the juftice of his Majefty's actual co .. ...;uct towards 
that court. For it does appear, that the court of 
Drefden has had a fuare in all the dangerous de
figns, which have been form~d againft the King: 
~that their minifters have been the authors, and 
chief promoters of them :-And though they have 
not, formally acced~d to the treaty of Peterfburg, 
that they have, however, agreed with their allies 
to fufpend their concurrence therein, till fuch time 
only, as the King's forces fuould be weakened 
and divided, and they might pull off the maik 
without danger. 

That the King of Poland had adopted, as a 
principle, That any war between the King and 
one of his Polifh Majefty's allies, furnifhed him 
with a title to make conquefts upon his Majefty; 
-And that it is in confequence of this principle, 
that he thQught he could, in time of peace, make 
a partition of the dominions of his neighbour. 

That the Saxon minifters had founded the alarm 

againn: the King, all over Europe; and fpared 
neither calumnies, nor fallhoods, nor finifter infi
nuations, in order to increafe the number of his 
enemies. 

And particularly that Count Bruhl had eagerly 
entered into the late plot of the court of Vienna, , 
by the injurious report he undertook to propagate; 
~And that it has been made appear, that there 

was 
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was a fecret concert exifting between the courts of 
Vienna and Saxony, in confequence of which, the 
latter did intend to let the King's army pafs, in 
order to aer, afterwards, according to events, 
either in joining his enemies, or in making a di
verfion in his dominions, unprovided with troops. 

Then the memorial concludes with this declara
tion, Such is the fituation, the King was in, with 
the court of Saxony, when' he refolved to march 
into Bohemia, in order to avert the danger, whLch 
was prepared, for him. His Majefty could not 
therefore abandon himfelf to the difcretion' of a 
coort, whofe ill-will he was thoroughly acquainted 
with ;-But found himfelf forced to take fuch 
meafures, as prudence and the fecurity of his own 
dominions required; and which 'the conduCt of: 
the court of Saxo~y towards him, has authorize~ 
him to purfue." , 

The Emprefs ~een made an appearance to 
anf~er the charge brought againft her and her 
allies, in thefe motives; in which he chiefly infifted 
upon the right of [elf-prefel'vation, arid the proofs 
of a confederacy by powers, with whom he was 
ion a ftate of peace, to attack him unprovided- and 
defence1efs, in order to rob him of his dominions, 
to which he had a juft right by inheritance ,and 
treaty, and to divide them amongft themfelves. 
But fne, in her an[wer, evaded thofe two prin
cipal points; and, in general, only denied, or en
deavoured to give a favourable turn to, thofe docu
ments and original papers, the King of Pruffia had 
publifhed, in juftification of the violent meafures, 

he 
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he was oblig~d, through neceffity, as he faid, to A. D. 

purfue. 
To invalidate thefe motives, It is aiked in the 

ahfwer of the court of Vienna, " Do thefe pieces 
of correfpondence fo taken, and then publiilied 
in the Pruffian mem,~rial, aCtually and really 
exift ~ And if they do; are their contents truly 
the fame, as related? And fuppofe them to be 
originals, Are they not falfe and fuppofititi~us?" 
" For, fays the anfwer, thefe pretended originals. 
are communicated only by way of extracts, not 

• duly conneCted; foine paff'ages being purpofely 
left out, or at leaft difsuifed." 

It juftifies the treaty of the 18th of May 1745, 
upon a notion of right, which a potentate has to 

renew different 'forrr.er conventions, according to 
the difference of times; and upon a fuppofitiol1 
that fuch meafures, propofed to be taken in a fu
ture time of war, are not to bind, or take effect, 
until, according to all laws, human and divine. 
the parties are no more bound to peace; and the 
full right of fllCh treat:ies fuould not before be en
tered upon, or avail. So ,that here the faCt is.
con fefi'ed , though the il1tention is denied for car
rying the faCt into execution. 

" But, fays the anfwer again; the cafe of her 
Majefty ,the Emprefs ~leen was very different 
from that of the King of Pruffia: the continual 
danger of an attack, fhe was in, fince the peace 
of Drefden, was a real concern. The experience 
of repeated infractions of the peace, committed 
by Pruffia, and followed within a few years, one 
by another, left no room to the court of Vienna 

3 to 
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to expect another fate: becaufe the King of Pruf- . 
fia was continually arming himfelf, and augment
irig his forces; though the peace was but lately 
concluded, and no probability of any danger; the 
houfe of Auftria being engaged in another war; 
Ruffia at a great diftance., and Saxony too weak 
for any enterprize: but Pruffia was fo ferious in 
its preparations, as made it hard, to diftinguifh a 
time of peace and a time of actual war from each 
other. 

It further bids the reader add, the notorious 
turbulent temper of the King of Pruffia, his con
tinual intrigues with foreign courts; his contra
ventiom; his raifing difputes amongft his neigh
bours ; and then infers, That nothing could be, 
expecred, but that he would play his game again, 
the fuft opportunity, and unexpectedly interrupt 
the moft folemn treaties of peace; and that he 
had only made peace, in order to prepare for an-
other war with renewed llrength. , 

" As a further jullification, it is faid, That 
the imperial court of Ruffia has no lefs intereft in 
the fupport of the houfe of Auftria, than this 
houfe in the undifturbed tranquility of the Ruffian 
Monarchy, and both courts in the defence of the 
republic of P,:;;and, againft the aggrandizing views 
of Pruffia, and it,S intermeddling with the domefiic 
affairs of this kingdom: and therefore, that no 
better method could be taken to provide for the 
common welfare and future fafety, than the union 
of the two courts, which was effected by the treaty 
Of1746, obliging each other to unite their ftrength 

for 
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_ for fetting proper bopnds to th~ over-grown power 
of Pruffia; if this -King, not fatisfied with the 
confiderable acquifitions he had made, fhould 

-again proceed to commit hoftilities againft either 
of the contracting parties or their ally, the re
_ public of Poland. So f that the Emprefs QEe~n 
-infifts, that this fourth fecret article, Qn which 
. the King of Pruffia fixes the firft cal,lfe of his vio
lent meafures, was not offenfive, but merely a 

- defenfive treaty of friendfhip, until it fhould hap
pen that· the King of Pruffia himfelf, by attack
ing firft Auftria, Ruffia, or the republic of Po
land, fhould oblige them to unite againft him. 

As to the proceedings againft Saxony in parti
-cular: it is' granted, fays the anfwer, that the 
.court of Berlin could not poffibly expect any other 
refolutions from that court, confidering the un
neighbourly manner, and' oppreffions, both in re
gard to commerce and other provincial affairs, 
which Saxony has fuffered from Pruffia fince the 
,late peace: neither could it be wond~red, when 
fuch a condua: has grieved the Saxon minifters to 
their heart, and made them to fpeak more freely 
to others about it: but that it was, in no wife 
juftifiable to make 'the court refponfible for thofe 
-correfpondences, and to treat the country with a 
.cruelty; that may be felt for a whole century. 

It further fays, in regard to the motives drawn 
from the feptiments of the King of Poland's privy 
~ouncil, that thefe, and the other allegations, im
POrt no more than that the Electoral court of 
Saxony had refolved to direct its meafures accord-

I iog 
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ing tb ,future events, wai.ting firft a Pruman at-' 
tack, and a fubfe<luent dlverfion to be made by 

its allies. 
As to the proofs drawn froIll. the correfpQndence 

between the minifters; it is alledged, that they 
were only minifterial feptiments, which can de
termine nothing, nor be admitted by way of evi
dence, concerning the intentions of their princi
pals, iIi. oppofition to the plaineft deClarations 1iI 

given by the court itfelf, where the minifter re
.fides., And as to the' final anfwer demanded by 

• 
the King of Pruffia from the Emprefs ~een; the 
court' of Vienna, fays the anfwer, did not think 
proper to make a new dectaration, in compliance 
with the Pruffian dictates, after a fufficient anfwer 
was given already to the' firft demand. Becaufe, 
the truce, propofed for two years, fuppofed an 
'actual war, and reaL offenfive circumfl:ances, or of
Jenfive meafures, agreed upon by the two Em-, 
preifes; which the court of Vienna cou Id not againft I 

truth, and the aifurances already given, allow to 
be the cafe; and becaufe the obligation, by the 
peace of Drefden, would, in confequence of fuch a 
'declaration, have been void.-But that this court 
acknowledges, that it has always en~tertained a 
diftrufl: of the King of Prulfla, and had been ever 
attentive to the continual armaments and unwar
rantable violences committed on all fides: neither 
Was it now frightened by a Pruffian aggreffion" 
or deterred, from its defenfive meaful'es, by any 
threats and artifices: but that it had taken, 
fince the late breach, the man: effeClual meafures, 

in 
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in order to make the author of th~ prefent trou- A. D. 
bles repent of his open injuftice, violence and rafh 1757· 

perfidy." . 
Such were the evafions; fuch the invectives How it 

d h f h f v, h' h operat~d an treats 0 t e court 0 lenna; W IC were on the 

far from difproving the truth of the Pruffian Mo- ~~ffia~f 
narch's fufpicion; or his right to thofe violent 
fieps he had taken for his own fecurity; and ferved 
o~ly to confirm him in his opinion of the confpi-
racy againfi him, and whetted his refolutions ·and 
aCtivity in his future operations. 

The King of Pruffia thus circumftanced; his The pre-

d n. 'fi fc d' f Cent !tate con U"L ml repre ente In every court 0 Europ~; oftheKing 

his Electorate put under the ban of the Empire; of Pruffia. 

his fubjects abfolved by the Imperial decree ftom 
their allegiance; threatened wid~ an angry decla-
ration from Ruffia, and from Fra,nce, who had 
marched formidable armies to attack him, in co~
junction with Auftria; be fides the diverfion he 
expected from the Swedes and the Duke of 
Mecklenburg; maintainep his winter quarters in 
Saxony~ for that part of,the army commanded by 
Marefchal Keith; which lined the fuore of the 
Elbe between Pirna and the frontier; and covered . , 

Silefia . from . furprize with the army under M. 
Schewrin, who took up his quarters in the county 
of Glatz, till the time came for aCtion. 

During this recefs a regiment of Saxon troops, Saxon 

which had,entered into his fer:v·ice, after their fur- ~~~~ps de

render at Pima, and Cent by him to garrifon Ber-
lin, defert~d and retired into Poland, being joined 
by fome more .jn their march. However, this 

VOL, II. P did 
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A. D. did not weaken his army. For, he broke all the 
J757· refl: of th-e Saxon -regiments, incorperated the 

men amongfl: his own troops, and obliged the 
Saxon magiftrates to fupply him fpeedilywith four 
thoufand fr.eih recruits:. 

Me3,fures As foon as the feafon:would admit, his Majefty, 
tOh preven,t informed of the march of I30,0()0 Ruffiaas, 
t e marc 1 ' 

of the Ruf- which had been advancing ever fince the month 
fians. of November towards Ducal Pruffia, with provi .. 

Saxony 
how dif
poCed. 

lions only to fupply their neceffities, tilL they could 
reach Lithuania, reinforced Memel with three re· 
giments of troops and a great number of rna
trom~s; he alfo ordered 30,000 m~n, under Ge
neral Lehwald, to meet the enemy under M. 
Apraxin; and bought up aU the corn and forag. 
of the country where the Ruffians were to enter,. 
and they depended upon a plentiful fupplY' 
Which precautions had their defired effect. 

In Saxony one regiment only was allotted, for 
the garrifon of Drefden, but the towns-people 
were difarmed. A detachment was pofted at Ko
nigftein, to oblige that fortrefs to obfeiv~ an ex
act neutrality. The French miqifter was ordered 
to with-draw: and f€veral gentlemen and ladies 
about the court were laid under reftraint 5. And 

all 

s On the loth of April Major-general Bornftadt Cent Cdr 
the burgo-mailers and Cyndic of the city of Drefdcl), and read 
to them the following order of his !>ruffian Majefty. "You 
/hall give notice throughout the cit;" thac having thought fit 
to cut oIF all communication with this tourt;. from hencefordl 
nobody ~all be admitted to the palace,\~xceptJhe domeftics, 
whofe fer vice is re'luiredchere. All accetsthereu~to is inter-

- , dieted 

3 



· TiU L A T;E' WAR. 

all poffibie care wa~ taken· by the Pruffians- to fe
cur~ a' retreat in cafe of neceffity. For 'which 

, purpo{t. bis Majefty ordered two' bridge~ to be 
thrown'over the Elbe 'ea'l"ly in the year, and he 
obliged the Saxons to fuppl1 waggons with four 
horfes for :that fervice. 

A. D. 

Having provided for the fecurity of his poffef- Prepara~ 
fion of SaxQny, and fettled all in profound quiet, tions. for 

opemng 
, his Pruffian Majefty went in perf on to vifit all his th7 cam-
pofts in Sirena, and at Neifs he fettled the ope~ palgn. 

rations for the enfuing campaign, with Mare~ 

fehal Schewrin; whofe army; confifting of 
50,<900 men in Silefia, he commanded to re-
gulate its', motions with the royal army, fo as to 
aCl: in concert, as' circumftances might require. 
He' placed armies in Lufatia and Voigtland; he 
ordered 20,000 men, under Prince Maurice of 
Anhalt Deffau, to afi'emble at Zwickaw, on the 
frontiers of 'Bohemia, towards Egra; and de~ 
tached 60,000 men towards Great Zeidlitz, where 
their head quarters were fettled. 

The Auftrians, convinced by the experiment By the 

already made in rhe autumn, that their army was Auftrians. 

not ftrong enough to force the Pruffians, had not 
only demanded the aid of. their allies, but greatly 
augmented their own -forces, and employed the 
winter in fuch preparations as the nature of ~he 
war required: keeping a conftapt attention upon 

diaed to others: fo that whoroever £hall piefurne to aa<:on-.. 
~ary to this order £hall be taken. up, and lodged in fame for
trefs, without regard to quality or condition." 

P 2 • the; 
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A. D. the motion and meafures of the Pruffians. So 
1757' that while the Pruffian troops were making their 

neceffary difpofitions on the frontiers of Bohemia, 
Skirmi/b.. there happened feveral fkirmifhes between them 
es. 

Prince of 
Bevern's 
progrefs. 

and the Auftrians; with various fuccefs. On the 
20th of February about four in the morning, the 
Auftrians, in number 6000, furrounded Hirfch
field, a little town in Upper Lufatia, garrifoned 
only by one battalion ·.of Pt:ufIian foot. The at .. 
tack was made on two redoubts· without 'the gates, 
defended by two field pieces each. The Aufrria~s, 
after being feveral times repulfed, with confider
able 10fs, made themfelves mafters of one re
doubt, and carried off its two cannon. But the 
Pruffians, fallying out an~ harraffing their rear, 
killed fome, and took ~any prifoners. .I 

This was improved by the Prince of Blvern,; 
who in the beginning' of March departed from 
Zittau with 9000 men, to beat up and deftroy 
-the dens or forts erected by the.Auftrians on their 
frontiers. In which expedition- he feized upon 
the A.uftrian magazine at Fried~and in Bohe~ia~ 
and carried off 9000 facks of m~al, and a great 
quantity of ammunition; the van of his troops, 
confifting only of 150 hulfars of Putkammar's 
regiment, having attacked, fword in hand,' a 
body of 600 croats, fuftained· b'y 300 Auftrian 
dragoons of Bathiani, at their firft entering Bo
hernia; killed 50, took 10 dragoons prifoners, 
and 30 horf~s, without any 10fs or hurt, except twO 

men nightly wounded. From Friedland the 
• Prince of Bevcrn marched againft Richenberg; 

• whkh 



'T H E L A 1.' E WAR. 

-which alfo furrendered,to his arms. 
he returned victorious to Zittau: 

From thence A. D. 
1757' 

The time of aCtion feemed tO'drive on a pace, M. Brown 

M. Brown vifited the fortifications of Brian and ~~J~~ the 

Konigfwatz; reviewed the army under the com-
mand of General Serbelloni, which had been 
commanded by Prince Piccolomini; and immedi-
ately upon the hearing, that the. Pruffians were in 
motion, he' marched with the grand army, ~ith an 
intention to fix his head quarters at Koftiitz on the 
Elbe.' 

The aa:ivity of the Pruffian hero, having no- The aCti

thing to fear from the Ruffians, who could not vi~y off tile 
. Kmgo 

march forward for want of provifions and forage;.'Pruffia. 
would not permit' the Auftrian General to enter 

, Saxony. It is alway~ the beft policy ,to' carry war 
into the enemy's cou~try" and to keep it as far as 
poffible from home. Tner,efore, thofe four armies, His four 

which he feemed. to have placed upon the ~efen~ armies: 

five in Silefia, Lufatia, Mifnia and' Saxony, had 
orders fuddenly [-Q penetrate by Jour different and 
oppofite routs into Bohemia, at one and the fame 
time, and as near as poffible. That from Saxony his 
Majefty commanded in perfon, affifted by M. 
Keith: Prince Maurice of Anhalt Deffau was at 
the head of the. army from Mifnia: That from 
Lufatia was conducted by Prince Ferdinand ef 
Brunfwick Bevern: and M. Schwerin commanded 
the troops from Silefia. ,All which was executed 
with that diligence and fecrecy, tnat thote four 
armies entered Bohemi~ almoft without oppofition; 
for the Aufffians never fufpetl:ed the leaft of.fuch 

p 3 a 
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A. D. a vifit till they were convinced of their ai'ri val' in' 
1757· Bohemia. . ~i~l.~: .• x. 

E,nter Bo
hemia. 

M. Schwerin ente~ed t Bohemia in five columns 
and by five different roads: and met with 00 op.: 
pofition till theYi advau;cecLto Guelder Oelre, which 
defile was filled withPahdour$; but they were 
immediately attacked 'by twO battalions of Pruffian 
grenadiers with 'bayonets~fixt, who roured them. 
Prince. Anhalt Deffau paffed U the frontiers of Bo
hemia without any, reffifbince. Being advanc~d' 
with the corps under his command within a ihort 
diftance of 'Egra; he attacked a: poft gUarded by 
40Q dragoons, fuft~ined by Croats and Pamdours; 
which he entirdy d¢ff!:ited with great 10fs to the: 
enemy: he then detached 4006 of his troopS' to .. 
wards Boltenber,g, in 'Order to feite on the, impor~ 

The battle tant pafs of Schirdinger. On the 20th of April 
;~e~~~~.g. the Prince of Bevern entered Bohenlia a1fo" and 

got poffeffion of Krottau and Graffenftein, the 
firfr. poft, on that fide of. the kingdom, without' 
the 10[s of a man: hearing that the enemy had 
approac;hed to Kratzen, he proceeded and drovo 
them away from thence the fame day, and con
tinued his march to 'Machendorf near Reichen
berg, arid not far from a camp of z8,ooo Auftci .. 

,ans, uoder the command of, Count Conigfeg. 
Putkammer's hyffars, who formed part of a body, 
comm~nded by a Colonel and Major, fell in with 
~ ,party of fome hundreds of cuiraffiers, pofted 
before Colin, or Kohleg, under the command of 

t On the 18th of April. • "On the 21ft of April. 

Pciru:e 



T- H-B LA T ,EW AR. 

,Prince LJ{chrenftein ; ,took three officers and up. 
wards of 60 ,harte prifoners, and, difperfed the 
n:ft.. Night n~t only preyented a purfuit; but 
obHged th~ Pruffian army to remain in the field 
till rnornil~g. At break of day thr!:Y marched in 
~W'Q columns, by -Habendorf, . to attack the enemy 
ilear Reichenberg: and as foon as they were fo~m-
ed in three lines of aqout 30 fquadrons, they ad. 
vanced tow~rds the enemy's cavillry; the two 
wings beilJg f\lftained by the infantry, pofted 
llmongft ,felled tr~es, and behind entren~hments. 
Th~ cavalry having a village on their ,right, and 
a w,ood,where they, were e~trenched on the left, 
received tbe c:a~onade with ~~efoludon. Bu't fifteen 
fqUfldrons, of t~e d;agoon~ of t~~ fecon~ line being 
9t:Qere~d by the Prince of Bevern to advance, and 
at '~~ fa~e Ei~, the :~?od '~I1 the~ right being at
tacked by the battalions of grenadiers of Kahlden 
and of Moellendorf, by ,the' Prince of Pruffia's 
regiment of dragoons;' who, by getting clear 
over all, the 'heaps of timber,' and the entrench
Inenrs, '[eeured their flanks, and entirely routed .. 
the. enemy's cavalry; and Colonel Putkammer 
arid Major Schenfeld with their huifars, though 
flanked by the enemy's ar~mery, gave the Auftrian 
h~'rfe a very' warm reception; whilft General' 
Leftewitz attacked the redoubts, that covered 
~eiche~berg, with the, left wing of the Pruffians~ 
An aCl:~on, that redounded greatly to his honour; 
for, though there were many defiles in the 'Y'ay, 
and the" ,ene01Y was in poffefiion of the eminences, , 
the regiment of Darmltandt drove all before 

P 4 them, 
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them, and with a. ferocity [carce to be conceived, 
bid defiance to powder an,d ball, and drove the 
Auftrians not only from the redoubts, but pur
rued them with great flaughter from hill to hill w, 
as far as Rochlitz and Dorffell. 

This aCtion began at fix in the morning, and 
lafted five hours; and was fupported with great 
obftinacy and bravery on bith fides, though with 
great 'difproportion in the 10fs. For the Auftrians 
were obliged to }eave behind them feveral pieces 
of cannon, and feveral ammunition waggons in 
their trenches, to the difcretion of the enemy: and 
they had upwards of a thoufand men killed and 
wounded;· amongft whom were found General 
Porporati and Count Hobenfelds killed, and 
Prince. Lichtenffein and €o.unt Mansfeld wound
ed: they .alfo 10ft three ftandards, 20 officers, and 
400 private men made prifoners. Whereas the 
Pruffians had only feven fubaltern officers, and a 
lOO rank and file killed; and General Normann , 
one coloJ:lel, four majors, three captains, feven· 
fubalterns, and ISO rank and file wounded. 

Such a blow at the' firft of the campaign was 
productive of feveral advantages. It diffufed vail: 
ideas, in. every place, of his Pruffian Majefty's 
abilities and valour; it animated his viCtorious 
troops. to face every danger; ,it {huck a panic 
throughout the country he had invaded; it fecun~d 

'\ a fak and eafy retreat in cafe of neceffity; and it 
facilitated the execution of the whole plan' of 

W •. hove a mile. 

opera-
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operations, which had been fo gloriou11y begun. A, D. 
The news of this eclat reached England at the 1757· 
, M d'r. 'ill d d' h E 1'/1.. Its eff~ch time r. PITT was llml e , an t e ng 1m in Eng-

bemoaned the mifmanagement and timidity of land. 

their own governors; it made them more eager 
and clamorous for an alliance, with a 'power, that 
was every day exhibiting proofs of forefight and 
bravery. 

:, His Prullian Majefty did not omit to make the The via.,.
r beft ufe of this victory. He himfelf publi!hed ~~ t~b;~~-
the account thereof at the head of his own guards, KhiIlhg adt f 

, t e ea 0 

in a ftile that would have done honour to an his army. 

Alexander or a Crefar, " See, my boys, faid he, 
" a moft happy beginning. Heaven efpoufes our 
"caufe. The Prince of Bevern has defeated the 
"Auftrians at Reichenberg. This promifes us, 
" that, with God's affiftance, we !hall have the 
" like fuctefs." Words. can't exprefs the joy that 
diffufed itfelf in every countenance, and the ac-

'. c1am~tions which refounded from the whole army 
. with huzzas, ancl " A long life to their incompa
rable fovereign}· 

An army fpirited up in this manner was eager Ref.)l11tiot\ 

to be led on to the moil: arduous enterprizes. The tofeekk 3
h
n4 

attac t e 
King feizes the opportunity, .and prepares to feek main army. 

the main body of the enemy, and if pollible, to 
draw them to a general engagement; though they 
were far fuperior to him in numbeh, and el1~' 
camped'in a fituation fo fortified by every advan'. 
tage of nature, and contrivance of art, as to be 
deemed almoil: inipregnable. ,Vith this refolution 
he ordered the Prince of Bevern, who was joined; 

foon 
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foon after the battle, by the armY'under M. Schwe
rin, to march with all expedition. to meet him, 
at a certain place.: and the fame orders accelerated 
the march of the Prince of Anhalt Deffau with 
his army. In their rout the Prince of Bevern 
made himfelf mafter of the gFeateft part of the 
circle of Buntzlau, and diilodged and took a con~ 
fiderable magazine from the Auftrians. 

A fttata- ,Every thing fucceeded to favour the junCtion 
gem to di- of the Prufiian forces. There fEll remained fome~ 
vide the h' b d . . f . lilii 1. Auftrian t mg to e one In penot o. genera p, to weal\oen 
forces. the enemy's firength, without leaving aU to the 

r 
1 
5ucceeds. 

rirk of the [word. His' Prufiian Majefty, ever vi
gilant and penetrating, with a [;\gacity, that fore ... 
faw every thing, was readily,furniihed with a ftra .. 
tagem for this purpore. His MaJefty" to the fur
prize of every body,. after the Prince of Anhalt 
Deffau was arrived 'at .the camp of his deftinatio~: 
near that of his fovereign's army, decamped and 
advanced with his own part of the army to Budin, 
where he dIlove the Auftrians from their advan
tageous camp, to Weft ram, which lies half way 
between Budin and Prague. 

This movement, added to the way by which he 
entered Bohemia, which was at a confiderable 
diftance from any of the corps commande~ by his 
generals, fo deceived the enemy, into an imllgi
nation that his Prufiian Majefty had undertaken 
fome defigQ diftinCl: from the ohjeCl: of his other 
armies; tbat tht;i fell into tbe fnare, and detach
ed 20,000 men from their main army to attend 
upon his particular motions. 

But 
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lll.u aftet his MaJefty had pafi"ecl the Egra, :and 
was .therej~ined, b}Hh¢ army under M. Schwerin, 
in fuch a fi~u~tiQn that they could act jointly, he 
lJlade fo fudden and mafterly a movement to the 
kft, as if his intention was againft Egra, that 
it completed his real defign; which cut off all 
communication between tha.t detachment ~nd the 

I ~ain atmy of the Auftrians, ftrongly entrench
ed, as abo,ve-mentioned, on the banks of the 
Moldau to the north 'of Pragl.le; their left wing 
being guarded by the mountai~s of Zifcka,and 
the right ":xtending as far as Herboholi, unde.r 
the command of Prince 'Charles of Lorrain, and 

A. D. 
1757· 

Marfhal Brown. C{;;-:<\ 

~avjng gained this advantage to weaken th~ .:¢". 

enemy's main .. body; it made the Auftria\1s mor~ 
cautious, and tho\lgh th~y had been reinforced by 
an army from Moravia.; by the remains of the 
forces defeated by the. Dllke- of Bevern, and by 
feveral regiments drawn from the garrifon' of 
Prague, it was refolved not to march in queft of 
the invaders, ,and to prevent their uniting, as in 
fdund policy ought to have been done; but to 

r .. '':'7 

wait their united force in a thong camp to cover Aulhians 

h 1" fi "f". 1 B 1 " ." wait his t e metropo IS rom InlU t. ut t lIS cautIOn 1n approa~h. 

die enemy 0nly ftiml.11ated .the vivacity of the 
Pruffian hero, whofe courage was always fharp-
ened by difficulties. His refolutions were not taken 
upon the danger, but the expediency of the ac-
tion. He could not hope for fuccefs, in his fU-Rearons 
ture operari?ns, without defeating this fortified ~~~,~~ack. 
army. Therefore defpifing the difficulties he: had Aulhian 

army. 
to 
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A. D. to enc_ounter in the attack"orders were given for 
1757· 30,000 men to pafs the Molda~ which was done, 

with himfelf at their head, on the 6th day of May, 
in the morning, on bridges of boats; having Iefl 
the reft of the army under the command of the,' 
Prince of Anhalt Peifau, to [ecure the pafs of that. 
river, in cafe of need. Thofe '30,000, on their 
arrival a-crofs the Moldau, were immediately 

Pnllli,,;n. joined by the troops under M. Schwerin and the 
I !d:0psjom- Prince of Bevern, according to the good difpofi

tion made by his Majefty in the general plan of 
this invalion: a~d it was refolved td ,attack the 
enemy with thefe tmited forces, on the fame day. 

Advanee In purfuance of this refolution the King ordered 
to the at- his army to file off on the left by Potfchernitz, as 
tack. 

the moft eligible difpofition for executing this 
grand delign, by flanking the enemy. This ob· 
liged Count Brown to wheel about to the right. 

The battle ThePruffians however continued their march to 
near Bichwitz; thouoO'h it was a very bad way, fo full, , 
Pra~ue. " 

A final! 
check at 
tlct luft. 

of defiles and, morafi"es, that the infantry and ca·' 
valry were forced to feparate. But all thofe ob· 
ftacles could not check the ardour of the PrulIian 
officers and men, who on this occalion, vied with 
each other in paffing defiles, in croffing marihes, 
in feizing/the riling grounds, and in clearing 
ditches. 

However, their ardour had in the beginning of 
the engagement like to have ruined their caufe. 
Too eager for aaion, the infantry began the attack 
fo precipitately as~ to give the Auftrians forne ad
vantage; which obliged them to fall back: but 

this 
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this check ferved only to whet their courage. A. D. 
The infantry immediately rallieq, and advanced 1757· 

with an impetuofity, that was not to be refifted, ~:~:10-
attacked and entirely broke the enemy's right. lution. , 

The King was employed in taking the enemy in 
6ank. But the whole plan of operations was a1-

. ~ 

moft difconcerted by a marfhy ground, which 
unexpeaedly ftopt the advancing of M. Schwe
rin's army; without whofe help, it was npt poffi
ble to defeat the enemy. Therefore the Marfhal 
difmounted:;' and entering the IPorafs with the 
ftandard of the regiment in his hand, fo encou
raged his men, with orying out, "Let all brave 
Pruffians follow me;" that they, infpired with 
the bravery of their heroic commander, in the 
8~d year of his age, and all their officers, who 
followed this example, preifed forward, and never 
abated in their ardour, till the enemy was totally 
routed, though their General was unfortunately 
killed by the firft fire. The Auftrian cavalry 
ftood no more than three charges, and then re
tired in great confufion; the center being at the 
fame time totally routed. The Pruffian left wing 
filed off towards Micheley, aZld being there joined 
by the horfe, renewed their attack upon the enemy 
retreating haftily towards Safzawa; while the 
right wing of the Pruffians were diverting them
felves with attaoking the [mall remains of the left. 
wing of the Auftrians, and making themfelves 
mailers of three batteries. Prince Henry of 
Pruffia and the Prince of Bevern performed won
ders, making rhemfelves mafters of two batteries: 
and Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick took the left 

2 wmg 
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A. D. wing of die AuJhiansin flank, while the King 
17"7' fecuredthe pamtge of the Moldau with his left 

and a bOdy of cavalry. However the Auftrians 
ac:firft received the enemy with greatfirmnefs and 
bravery; and did not give way, till they, after 
a long and obftinate engagement, were obliged to 
yield to fuperior abilities, and 'the fate of war. 

Victory After many fignal examples of valour on both 
declares in fides the AuftriaRs were driven fJom the field, of 
favour ()f' -
PrulIia. battle; who attributed the ill fuccefs of the day 

to the advantage, which the Pruffians had of the 
wind, that,blew the powder into the eyes of the 
A uftrians. Be that as it will: the King of Pruf .... 
fia obtained a complete victory; took 60 piece~ 

of cannon x, all the tents and baggage, the mi
litary cheft, and the whole camp; ten ftandards 
and upwards of 4000 prifoners Y, amongft whom 
were 30 officers of rank; and they killed and 
wounded a very extraordinary, number; amongft 
whom was M. Brown, who died of his wounds 
and chagrin foon after, at Prague. 

Aulhian The Auftrians gave out that the Pruffians had 
account of 30 000 men killed and wounded in this aCtion. the 10fs.) , 

But the account publiihed by the King of Pruffia, ' 
admits of no more than 2500 killed, amongfl: 
whom was M. Schwerin, toe Prince of Holftein 
Beck, General d' Amfte1, two Colonels and one 

:x Some accounts make them 250 pieces of 'cannon, which 
feems moll probable from the Ilrength and extent of the camp. 
and the number of field pieces re'1ni;ed in each regiment. in 
the time of action, 

Y Some accounts make them 10,000. 

Lieutenant. 
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Lieuten~nf C61dnel : and about 3000 "wounded, A, D. 
including fixG~entls. 17S7·, 

The fugitive "Au{l:rians took feveral roads. Auftria~ • 
• an~d~ 

About 12,000 of theIr horfe fled towards Ben- perfed. 

fchau; where they afterwards affembled under Ge· 
neral Pretlach. About 40,000 efcaped their pur- Moll: of 

luers, and efcorted Prince C~ar1es of Lorrain and ~~~: got 

M. Brown into Prague: but fuffered greatly in Prague. 

their retreat from, a detachment under M. Keith, 
who purfucd them up to the very gate~ of that ' 
city. ' 
" Two objeB:s now prefented themfelves for his Two ob-

P ill M ' ft t • T 'I h' fc If jeCls to be ru lan . aJe y s attentiOn. 0 aval 1m e confidered. 

of the prefent confternation and confufion of his 
enemy's troops; and to guard againft th~ Imperial 
_rmy of execution; the only force that could be 
brought againft him with any hopes of fuccefs; 
and which was preparing to march for the relief 
of Prague and the Auftrialils. So that, while he 
took the refolution to befiege Prague; his Ma-
jefty commanded Colonel Meyer, with a battalion To prevent 

.' . anothcl' 
of Pruffian pandours and 400 huRars, to cut off enemy ad-

all fubfiftance for any army, that {bould march to vancing. 

the fuceaur of the Aufirians: which ferviee he 
. effeCtually performed, by deftroying all their rna· 
gazines, efpecially that confiderable and valuable 
one ereCted at Pilfen. His expedition againft To betiege 

Prague was fo rapid, that he, in four days, fur- Prague. 

rounded the walls of that city, himfelf on one 
fide, and M. Keith on the other fide of toe river, 
with lines and entrenchments, in fuch a manner, 
as entirely cut off aij communication with the 

c{,iI)Jntry. 
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A. D. country; and fuut up Prince Charles of Lorrain, 
J 757· M. Brown, two Princes of Saxony, the Prince of 

Sftrength Modena, the Duke d'Aremberg, Count Lacy 
o the gar- . ' , 
rifon. feveral 'other perfons of great diftinClion, and 

about 40,000 of the Aufirian army, that had 
efcaped him in the field .and fled here for refuge: 
an army, it was then thought, ftrong enough to 
difpute their fovereign's qmfe in the field; and by. 
no meahs commendable for placing their fafety, 
within the walls of a city, where nothing but 
fome fortunate accident, was like .to deliver them 
from the enemy~ after they had undergone every 

J3lockade hardihip of famine, fire, and fword. So that 
formed. h h r. h . " if. d w en t ey Jaw t elr comm,umcatlOn cut 0 , an 

that the Pruffians were continually employed~ in 
ftrengthening the works of the blockade, thl;Y 
had formed, and had made themfelves mafters of 
Czifc~berg, a ftrong redoubt, on an eminence, 
that commands the city, without being able to 
recover that poft, notwithftanding they had fallied 
out, and taken fome other fieps, for that pur-

,A power- pofe; a defign was formed to get rid of. the ufe~ 
fullally to 1 r. h h- h ld fc I r. clear th~ elS mout 5, w IC cou erve on y to conlume 
city cf the provifions, to bring on a famine" and per-
ufelefs h' 
mouths. haps a plague, or oblige them to furrender. T 15 

was to be done by forcing the Pruffian lines: and 
12,OQO men were drawn out for that fervice; who 
were, with fword in hand, to open a way through 
the camp of the befiegers for thofe that were not 
wanted in the city: and in cafe an impreffion 
could be made 00 the lines, they were to be fuf· 

rained 

t • 
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, tarried by alhhe grena~iets, volunteers, pindotirs, A. D~ 
an"cTHuliglrtian infant'ry. 1757· 

Every tffing wis prepated' for this faUy' with Betrayed 

toe'greateft vigour' and pl'ivacy, and prdmifed the by a defer~ 
ter. 

d~fired fuccefs~ under the cover of a very dark 
night. l:3'ut Providence ftepi in betweeti the King 
and his' danger. A deferter, about eleven" that 
fame night., reveals the whole deflgn to the royal 
ear. Heaven gave tHe alarm: the King in Ief~ 
dian a: quarter of an hour had his whole army' 

"under arms; and prepared to give tIie affailants 
a -warm reception z. 

The Aufi:rians, it fee'rn's, depending more on Fails. 

- the dbfcurity of the nigh{and a profot!rnd mence 
~n their motions, than upon the ufe of theit arms'~ 

. charge~ the Pruffian advanced pofts before they 
were difcovered; though the Pru1rtans were fore
warned of their attempt. They firft attacked the' 
camp of M. Keith, on the fide of the little towri, 
and the left wing of the Pi-uman army, that 
ftretchedalong the Moldau; ,with hopes to deftroy 
the batteries that were railing, and to gain the 
bridges' of' communication, thrown "by the Pruf":' 
flans over the Mold1;1u at Brani,ck and Podbaba; 

, abou~ a quarter of a German- mile above and beloW' 
Prague. About two o'cIock the enemy expeCl:ed 

\ to-furprize the miners: but they came a quarter' 
of an hour after the miners had left work. 
However they fired a piece, which alarmed a pi .. 
quet of one hundred of the Pruffian guards fent 
to fuftain the body that covered the works: but 

VOL. II. 
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the night was fo dark, that they could not diftih .. 
gui1h, who were friends, o~. foes, and fo fell into 
confufion. This was remedied by Lieutenant 
Jork, who being fent with two platoons to re
connoitre the enemy, kindled a fire~ the, ligqt of 
which difcovered their difpofition' to Captain Ro
dig, who immediately formed the defign of faIl~ 
ing upon them in flank.; which they performed 
effectually by firing in platoons, and mutually re
peating the' fignal given by their commander. 
By which, means, and keeping up a continual. 
fuooting,. they made the Auftria!ls believe them to: 
be a qumerous body; fo that they fled with ·fuch 
precipitation, that many of them were drowned .. 
in the river; feveral deferted, and the reft returned 
to Prague. 

At the fame time the miners were attacked, a 
regiment of horfe grenadiers, fupported by the 
Hunga;ian infantry, attacked a Pruffian redoubt, 
guarded by Prince Ferdinand ot Brunfwick's bat
talion. The ,Auftrians returned thrice to the af
fault; and their mufquetry kept an inceffant·fire 
upon the whole front of the Pruffians, from the 
convent of St. Margaret to the river: by which 
the battalion fuffered extremely. 

As foon as day began to appear, the Pruffians 
quitted their camp, to feek and to engag~ the 
enemy. They found Pandours in polfeffion of 
a building called the Redhoufe, at the bottom of 
a declivity before Wellaftowitz, well barricadoed 
and fupplied with cannon. But the battalion 
of Pannewitz, after two hours fevere fervice, in 
the midft of a continual fire from both cannon and 

mufquetry 
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,:mufqu~tri drove them out; though they were not A. D., 

abl~ to maintain the poft; becaufe the :attillery of 1'151-

the' city kept a continual fire upon it, from the 
moment it was known to be in the power of th~ , -
Pruffians. So that this houfe fell again into the 
hands of the Pandoul's. 

Thus'"ended the affair of this [ally, which had 
been, fo well contrived. The Aufl:rians left many a 

deild and wounded behind t~em; and many cle
'. ferters arid prifoners. It was a1fo attended with 
confiderable 10fs to the Pruffians, both in officers 
and p'rivate men:. and Prince Fer~inand, the 
King's youngeft brother narrowly efcaped? with a 

, flight wound in his face, and a horfe killed under 
him~ 

It appear~d nece1rary . to 'find them employment A m~fI: 
i'ri Prague; and for that· purpofe efpecially, to terl'ible, 

haften the approaches and to complete the batte- :en~~.ald. 
ries. 'The heavy artillery being arrived, four bat-
teries: began b to play with great execution from 

. the banks of the Moldau.' The Prince of Bevern 
was appointed to cover the fiege with an army Of 

. 20,000 men', After a moft dreadful fiorm of rain 
and thunder, as if i't were to difplay how much 
more ruinous the malice of rI:1en may be, than the 
greateft terrors of nature, a rocket was thrown 
into the air, a~ a'fignal for the batteries to begin; 
arid they difcharged at the rate of 288 bombs 
every 24 hour's,'which were ,accompanied by vaft 
numb~ of red h~t cannon balls, and, other inftr~. 
ments~of deftruchon. The b~fieged were n~t In 

~ About 1000 killed and wounded: 
b On the 29th of May in the evening. 

Q.2 aCQn~ 
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A. D. a condition to return the fire with equal ftlJ'y., 
1757' Their want of proper artillery and ammuQitiQA. 

Bad con- M . fry . h 
ditioll of furniihed his Pruffian aJe. W)t an opportunity" 

, the bcfieg- 1)ot to be expeCted,. to pour deftru'ction upon this. 
cd. . .' 

unfortunate city, whofe ftrtets and tqu~{es. were 
'crouded with C horfes, grow.a alooofi: mad for 
want of forage; and whofe, houfes, at. Iall, took 
fire on the fide of the Moldau, Vlthich heighte~ 
the ~ifery of the citizens, and encrou~ci the be-. 
fiegers. to diveft themfelves of all humanity, anci 
to practife every ftratagem,. to try every' barbarous, 
invenuion in the military art" to. force them to fur; 

City on render or capitulate. The bombardment neve~ 
fire. ceafed night nor day. And the flames, at Iail goe 

to fueh a head, that the fire was no fooner quench-: 

MiferabJe 
!late. 

ed in one part, than it broke out in another. 
Thus, men~ horfes arid houfes were wrapped m 

flames and reduced to allies; and the neceffarie. 
of life ,alfo confumed in this almoft general confta~· 
gration; a frill more mQvingJaene. prefent$' itfelf .. 
The principal magiftrates,burghers and clergy were 
not fuffered to open their mouth~ to the army, in the 
moft fubmiffive terms, in favour of their .city, on 
the point of being reduced to a heap of rubbilh. 
Two fenators, more importunate than the tef~ 

were hanged by order of the military power; and. 
when the cry of the public increafed for~ece[ary 

IZ,OOO ci- fubfiftence, 12,000 of the moO: ufelefs mouths. 
~:~n~u~r~f were driven out to aik bread, or to, fall Wlder 
-th~ city. the fwo~d:. of the enemy. 

c U,oco horfes. 
Their 

( 
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Their ihrving <toJ:ldit\on bad no weight ih the A. D. 
reafoRings efan' enemy, wbof'e fuccers dep~nded 1757· 

upon theincreafe of h.is adverfary's difttefs. 'They Beat back, 

were driven back, which foonreduced the city to 
the neceffity of eating hor1~ Belli. The hdtfes Eat horre 

which were ftarved for want ()f forage, were cut tielh. 

up and diftributed amongft the garrifon; and the 
citizens were glad to buy it at four pence per 
pound. But fo long as their corn held, 6tit,~ the 
garrifon was in no hurry to capitulate: of which 
there was :yet no fcarcity'.' Once more it was re-
folved to try the illheof falIys; and though they 
proved of no advantage ot~erwife, they harraffed 
the enemy, and ohllg'ed the Pruffians, who haa 
not a fumcient challlge to watch fo nl'lmerous,re-
folute and defperate a garrilbn, to be-always upon 
their'gua;rd, and might in time oblige th€m to raife 
the liege. 

Such Waf; the critical fttuation of the affairs of Remarks 
, on the cri-

the Etnprefs QEeen. All the paffes of her king- tical fiatt. 

dom 'of Bohemia towards Lufatia, Voigdand, 
Saxony and Glatz, in the--poffeffion of the King 
of Pruffia; the flower of her armies and the chief 
'commanders cooped up in Prague ~ the reft of 
her troops defeated, difpirited and difperfed :in 
{mall parties, and flring to reek fubflftence: the 
capital of Bohemia reclucedby fire and famine to 
the laft extremity ~ the army within on the point 
of furrendering prifoners of war: the whole king
domwithout ready .. to fl.lbmit to the will of 'the 
conquerors: all aid from ,Saxony entirely cut off: 

.'the Ruffians obliged to retreat: all the hereditary 
.. Q.3 domi~ 
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A. D. dolI1inions of the houfe of Aufrria open and exw 
1757' pofed: Vienna itfelf not fecure from a fiege; and 

, the Prtlflian troops deemed invincible! when two 
extraordinary incidents ftarted up to convince the 
woi-l~ that no power upon earth is to truft too 
much to his own wifdom and ftrength; and that 
.th~re' are. r~fources in the womb of Providence, 
whi<;h: if pu>perly 3:~tended to and improved, are 
. abl e. to. 'q~liver us out of the moftdefpera.te cirw 
,cumftan~es. 

Ringor 
Pruffia's 
too great 
couraj;e. 

.. The ~irrefiftible fuecers of his arms had fo far 
-g~t th~ better of the K\ng~s rearon, that he fuffer
ed the fmall parties or the enemy to affemble in 
a body, in a fit~ation c not lefs hazardous to be 

ReColves to attacked~ than the walls of Prague. He made 
attack the too fure of reducing the city: and he made too 
camp at f b k' h I' d c.' h K,.vlin. light 0 rea .~ng t e mes an lorcmg t e camp 

at Kolin, againft which his Majefty, in perfon, 
. ,'W"·· marched on the 13th day ()f June, with a force 

-',_.;": ,. very, .il)ad~quate to attack an army of 60,00" 
men,. fm;tifi~d and commanded by a brave and 

A0'3in!l: experi~nced general. - A refolution fo fraugh~ 
M~Keith'$ with difficulties, that l\1. Keith remonftrated ear
opinioJl. neftly againft this meafure. The Mar1haI advifed 

.. either to raifethe fiege arid to attack the camp with 
the united forces of Pruffia, or to proceed with 
the fiege in the prefent manner, till the city fhould 
by obl1ged to capitulate, or till the Auftrians in 

. the ca_~p: 1h!Juld attempt to raife the liege. Be
caufe, from either of thefe refolutions there were 

.hopes. of fu~cefs. The Pruffian united forc~ 
might llJore probably carry their poin~ againtt the 

e At Kolin. 
camp. 
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camp, than could be expeCl:ed from the moft re. A. D. 
~ 1757· 

folute efforts of the inlerior ftrength of 32,000 

men, which was the whole force fet a~part by the 
King- for that fervice. . And by continuing the 
fiege in its prefent form, he faid, it would either 
oblige the Auftrians within to (urrender, which 
would leave all hi'S Majefty's forces at liberty to 
aCt, as circurriftances might require; ot the Au~ 
ftrians without, to .quit their {hong camp, flnd to 
attack him to their great difadvantage: for fo long 
as the .Pruffians 'fhould_continue within their lines 
before frague, no army could attempt to raife the 
fiege? without fighting them upon terms neariy 
equal. 

, Sage as this counfel might be, the King's cou- H?w the 
. h L' f h' . dId . h Kmg was rage got t e wetter 0 is JU gment: e ate Wit· milled. 

:vitl:ory, impetuous in his valour,' an,d depending 
upon the difcipline of his foldiers, in which he 
expected to gain the fuperiority, (againft him great· 
ly in numbers) he bid defiance to all oppofirioll; 
depended foldy on the courage and victorious 
arm, 'which had carried him through all oppotition. 
and delivered' him out of all difficulties,and ac~ 
,tuated with a kind of military enihuCiafm, he 
.marched towa.rds Kolin with afi"lllrance of fuccefs. 

To humble this fpirit of prefumption, there 
ftarted up a General, whom the neceffities of the 
times rec,ommended to a fervice of that interefting 
nature, which was no lefs than to fave the Em· 
prefs Qgeen's dominions from entire deftruCl:ion ; 
and to deliver her armies from the coercive power 
of a moft fl1rpriz,ing adventurer; already in pof. 

. Q4 feilion 
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A. D. femon of ;111 tMt fert,ile c:§>u.ntry betwr::eo rtije Ega 
1.757· and the Moldq.p. Tbi/j W~S lAoP91clCQUGtD.awi, 

Th~ cha- .I. d' d d' I.'-.l' b t'~~_ J... .. 
l'acrer and WPC) pa -Reyer comm~n , e', III c'i'~ ,. ~W1I'I'; ·~t 
~~u~~cr of had acqJ,lired, greit ·e.~perience in the molt illuftri. 
Dau/I. OllS fcenes Qf a~j(>I}, a}ld und~rthe moll <liitiu .. 

'lW,iAleg General,s ,oj this century, jJl vari9U$ parts 
pf EJ.lfQpe; and p3r~icUlarly the favourite of the 
gr~at ;Key:enhuller; yet, ,neither his cODne.tl:.ions 
wi~h th.ofe gteat foldiers" nor his n.oble extratlion, 
from a very .ancient and great family, had ever 
pr.ocured, him any favour fr.om .court; his promo
tion in the army beingentir.ely owing to his merit. 
'His way to prefe~ment was a kind of index to his . 
future condtl.Ct, in poffellion of the higheft. com
mapd. It w.a~ Oow and, filent, refolved to gain 
th'lt 9Y mere dint .of fuperior worth, which others. 
fQllght ;lnd pl.J14ed for with much intrigue, hurrr 
i.1-pd 'bun Ie, amongft theii' friends at court. 

Thjs was the temper, this the charaB:er of the 
.GeQ,eral, who now enter~ the the~tre of war, to 
tleJIl the tQrr~pt of difgrilCe, and to fave his copn.. 
try from ptter ruin. His firmnefs, fagacity, pc .. 
netfMi.on al1.d. c:11,ttipl,1fncfs recommended him, at 

this critica'l junCture, ,like another Fabius, to 
ch~lf. the p('e and vigour of the Pruijian monarch, 
Wh9 ]i~e l"lanniba], fet no bqunds to his ambition 
\lnd ann!>; ~nd did a]moft ruin himfelf by trufting 
~oo much to his good fortune and mi1itary tkill. 
Thi~ ~~neral had been fent from Vienna to thtl 

gralld army; ;lnd did not arrive till after its de. 
Feat, 'fh~ dilY ~ner the battle he had got no far .. 
:her tn.'m BQ~mifc}lbrod, a few mile.s/rom Prague! 

wh~r'" 
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w:be:re be met :a 1~ bodrof Auihiao: harre, A. D. 
~n.&r Cimer:al SetbeiPfti, which, with fome other 1757. 

f Co '., ~..:I b k . f h CoBeB:s 
Q ' <the :1.~~e "cerps ,al'1\'! ',m en remams 0 t e the fcatter-

Ati,ftj."~an aPlnY, M~al Daun ~~UeCi:ed with an ed remain:; 
, . of the Au-

#1;ivity, that at~~ed tbe .s.tte.ntion·of his Pruffian ftrian 

MajeUy; who detached the Prmceof Bevern, with ar~y. 
ba ' li -..:I r. d h' Pnnce of 20 tta ons, aH\.l 30 lqua fOns, to prevent t eIr Bevern 

numbers becoming formidable. A moft prudent fenkt toh.at-
. tac lID. 

itep: and could it have ,tuc<:eeded, the fate of 
Bohemia; and perhaps of the Houfe of Auftria. 
would have been therewith 'decided. But 'Daun 
acted upon more {UTe principles. He was too 
c,autious and penetrating to flake, the ruin of his 
Imperial Miftrefs on.the chance of a battle, to 
be fought by a few difpirited, fhatrered troops, 
funk with difgrace, and 'in. great want of every 
thing, with an army fiuthed with victory, and 

'well [upplied with ali the neceffaries for a [oldier's 
Jife and for action. , 

. As foon as it was known that the Pruffians were Daun re

in motion, to attack him, Dalln retreated to the ~~t!~ 
Elbe, and entrenched himfelf ftrongly, and with 
great advantage of ground ~t Kolin; where he 
could receive recruits, fent daily to his camp from 
Moravia, and heavy artillery from the fortrefs of 
Olmutz; and infpire the garrifon in Prague with 
hopes. that he would [oon be in a condition to . 
raife the liege: he was lik~wife fofituated that Its advan~ 
he' could, harrafs the enemy by cutting off their tfiageotIs 

. . ltuatlon, 
convoys; and weaken their efforts agamft Prague, 
by obliging the King to employ near a moiety of 
his army in watching his motions. 

By 
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A. D. By keeping clofe within this camp, he had no-
1757· thing to fear from the Prince of Bevern; whom 

~\~ ~!;: he frequently alarmed by a detachment of Hun
garians and Saxons under General Nadafti, who 
made feveral motions with advantage; and by an
other of huifars under Colonel Putkammer, who· 
paifed the defile of Czirkwitz and fpread an alarm 
through the whole camp of the enemy: and thus 
by degrees, he reftored the languifhing and al
moft defponding fpirits of his own troops. Be
fides, he rendered his fituation irkfome and e~l1-

barraffing to a monarch of an enterprifing and 
impetuous difpofition: and did not doubt, but he 
fhouldbe able, by retarding the enemy's opera
tions, and affiduouOyavoiding a precipitat~ action, . 
until the Pruffian vigour fhould be exhaufted, their 
1hength impaired by defertionand loifes, the fire and 
ardour of their genius extinguilhed by continual 
fatigue and inceifant alarms, to oblige the Pruf
fians not only to raife the liege of Prague, but to 
evacuate the whole kingdom of Bohemia. 

The event ju1l:ified his conduct. The ar-
my at Kolin increafed daily in number; and am
ft'quently became more formidable to the ene

King of my. The King of Prufiia, who had depended 
~';}~~~Sfor upon the impoffibility of fuch a numerous army 
ottacking fubfifting fo long within the walls of a city, grew 
Cuunt 
DJ.un. daily more and more impatient, at the length of 

the fiege; and he began, already, to forefee the 
fatality of permitting Count Daun's army to grow 
10 powerful, as in a {hort time, it might not only 
be too much for the Prince of Bevern, but {hong 

enough 
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enough "to force him to raife the fiege. This de-A.D. 
coyed him into the fnare fpread by the Auftrian 1757· 

general;' who was at the head of 60,060 men, Strength of 

well ,difciplined ,and deeply entrenched; defended ~~li~~P at 

by a prodigious train of artillery, placed on re-
doubts and batteries, ereCted on the moft ad
V'antageous pofts; with lines arid heavy pieces of 
cannon at every acceffible part of the camp, and 
rendered almoft inacceffible by difficult defiles at 
the ,foot of the hills. 

How fortnidable foever this appearance of the King of 

Auftrian camp may be, it rather ferved to {harpen, Pruffi\a , marc les 
.than to blunt· the edge of his Pruffian Majefty's to attack 

. 1 . H'" d h P' f Count martla gemus. 'e Jome, t e nnce 0 Bevern Daun. 

at Milkowitz, about fix miles from Prague, with 
three battalions of infantry and one regiment of 
'cuiraffiers, brought from before Prague, and with 
five battalions and ten fquadrons he had picked 
up on the road, which had been employed to 
guard the Safawa. He alfo had ordered Prince 
Maurice of Anhalt Delfau to foll~w him next 
day with fix battalions and one regiment of cui-
raffiers. Which was punCtually done. Thus the His force. 

whole force of the Pruffian army, after their 
junCtion, confifted of 32 battalions and I I I fqua-
drons of horfe, dragoons and huffars, making 
32,000 mel), tlpOn the neareft computation; and 
without further delay they advanced to feek the ene-
my, whom they found moft advantageouf1y pofted, 
and covered with a very numerous artillery, upon 
the high grounds between Gentitz and St. John 
the Baptift; greatly reinforced fince the King's 

march 
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m\\rch from his camp before Prague, and drawn 
up in three lines. It was now about three in the 
afternoon, when the' firft onfee was made. The 
Auftrians waited the approach of the enemy, as 
a people fecure in their . fituation, rather than in 
their numbers and courage. Their artillery were 
placed with the utmoft advantage for defence, and 
charged with chain1lnd grapeihot. which poured like 
hail upon the Pruffians, who bid defiance to difficul. 
ties and death, and marched up the hills with a 
firtnnefsandintrepidity, that mufthave daunted and 
driven back any troops, that were not determined 
to conquer or to die. The fiaughter of the advanc
ing army was moft horrible; the Pruffians were 
obliged not only to pafs through the thickeft fire, 
that can be imagined, but to fight their way over 
heaps of their brave companions, mowed down 
by the cannon of the enemy. Yet inured to con· 
quer, and fpurning at danger, the Pruillansdrove 
their enemies from two eminences, fortified with 
heavy cannon, and from two villl\ges defended by 
feveral battalions. For a while viCtory feemed to 
incline towards the Pruffians; but; as they at
tacked the third eminence, their prodigious 10fs 
of men, the obftinacy of the enemy, and the ad
vantage the Aultrian cavalry gained, by their. 
numbers and fituation, to flank them with grape 
and chain· ihot, 'the brave few that were left in 
battle, to contend for victory, were put in~o dif
order, and driven back. However, preferring a 
glorious death in the prefence of their King, to 
an inglorious retreat, thatfhould cancel the ho-

nour, 
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nour, and· wither the laurels, they had brought A. D. 

into the field from Reichenberg and the neigh- 1757-

bourhoad of Prague, they railied and refumed 
the charge with double ardour, not only once 
more, but feven times fucceffively; led on by that 
valiant fo-Wier and great ~neral Prince Ferdinand; 
Que not b€ing in a condition to maintain the ground, 
where their cavalry CQuid not aCt, and againft 
the obftinacy and numbers of an enemy, who had 
the advantage of fimation, ar~illery and entrench
ments, under the command of a general of the 
greateft fkill and conduCt, they gave it up. 

The King, like a man in defpair, more willing Defperate 

to meet death, than to carry the caufe of difcon- ~}fo!h~ion 
tent in his breaft, refolves. to wipe off the dif- King. 

gmce, which now appear-ed ready to fall upon his 
anus, through his own rafhnefs, by a more furious 
urort •. With this refolution he put himfelf at the 
head of his cavalry, and attacks the left wing of 
the ,enemy, with the gteat~ft bravery, and expofed 
his perfon, to animate his foldiers, in the moil: 
perilous fituations. Yet neither valour, conduCt, R~treats~ 
nor even defperation was able to mend a loft caufe. 
So far his tutelar geniLls accompanied him in tbis 
difirefs, as to favour the retreat of the remains of 

,the braveft army, that ever faced an enemy. The 
King drew off his forces from the field of blood, 
for this might more properly be called a carnage, 
than a battle.~ with all his baggage and artillery, 
jn fight of the enemy, in good order, and with
OUt one attempt to purfue him. 

+ ThU6 
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A. D~ Thus' ended that precipitate refolution, taken 
1757, by his'Pruffian Majefty, contrary to the good ad

~~~~~~: vice' of his faithful Keith, whore valour was tu

very on tored by experience. However, this engagement. 
both fides. • f '11 may be accounted a trial 0 tkl and courage be-

tween the two powers concerned therein.. For, 
almoft all the officers, on each fide, diftinguifhed 
themfelves: The Pruffians, to recommend them
felves under the infpeCt:ion of their Sovereign, and 
to fupport the applaufe already gained by their vic
tories: the Auftrians, to fave their country ,from ' -
falling a facrifice to the jealoufy and refentment 
of the King of Pruffia. Both the King's bro
thers were in the' field, and they did all that could 
be expected from the King of Pruffia's brothers. 
Count Daun had a horre killed under him, and re· •. 
ceived two Oight wounds, as he emulated the conduce ' 
of his royal adverfary in every perilous· fituatioh~{ 
The loffes of b01:h armies were extraordinary in 

Loff'es on their men. The Pruffians had upwards of eight 
both fides. thoufand killed and wounded: many were made 

prifoners f, or deferted. The Auftrians had above 
ten thoufand killed and wounded. 

King of 
Pruffia 
blames 
11jmfelf. 

The 10fs of this battle the King attributed 
wholly to himfelf. One falfe motion frequently 
proves decifive. He expofed the infantry naked 
and' uncovered by the cavalry, to the chain and 
grape-iliot of the enemy's whole artillery; which 
was an error, that could not be retrieved, on 

f AmongR: whom were the two generals Tre1kow and 
Pannewith. 

ground, 
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'grou;d"where the cavalry equId not be brought 
up to' cover the infantry. The Auftrians did 
aa:~al1y fly b~fore his Majefty's victorious troopss 
a; the beginning of the engagement: but the 
,P~umans having neither horfe nor artillery to en-
able them to fuftain the £hock of the Aufirian 
fire, which made terrible, havock amongft their 
r.anks, it was impoffible for them to do more than 
they did. The ardour of the conquerors qeing 
checked they were ne,ceffitated to fubmit to fate, 
and retreat, not from the enemy, who never 

. dared to follow them, when ever they fell back? 
but from thofe 'engines of deftruaion, whofe 
murdering fury they had no means to refift, nor 
numbers to fupply. ' 

255. 
A. D. 

However, the Pruman hero did not fink under His can

this reverfe of fortune, he fupported hi~felf with ~OUt~'t adnd 
, 10r 1 U e. 

a dignity becoming a great King, who, notwith-
ftanding this fevere trial of his fortitude, and the 

. Sloud, which appeared to overcaft his glory, and 
to darken the yvay to future fuccefs, was con
vinced of his error , acknowledged his fault, and 
did every thing that one, in his fituation, was 
able to do, to extricate himfelf out of the pre
fent difficulty, and to continue the war with more 
advantage: So that whatever [mall blemi£h his 

'military conduct might havefuffered, his reputa
tion rofe higher and higher in the opinion of all 
judicious men, by the candid and noble manner in 
which he acknowledged his miftake; by the firm
\nefs, with which he bore his misfortune, and by 

thofe 
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diofe aftorrffhit1g fl:tokes: ef genius and' he'1'oifm;. 
by which he retr~ved his 10fs. 

His Miljefty, in a letter to Earl Mar1hal~ gives 
the beft narrativ«. and' proo£" of this affair. He 
firO: does juftice to his enemy's valour. "The' 
U imperial grenadiers, fays he', are an admirable
" corps: one hundred companies defended a riling 
" ground, which m.y beft infantry could not car
"ry. Ferdinand, who c()mmanded them,' re· 
" turned [even times to the charge; but to no 
"purpofe~ At firft he maftered a battery, but 
" could not hold it. The enemy had the adval1t
" age of a numerous and well-ferved artillery: 
" It did honour to Lichtenftein, who had the di
" reCtion." He then extols the courage of his 
own men. "Only the Pruffian army can difpute 
" it with him." But" my infantry were too few.l 
U All my cavalry were prefent, and idle fpeCl:a
fa tors, excepting a bold pufh by my houIhold 
" troops and fome dragoons." He then points 
" out the caules of his defeat: "Ferdinand at
~, tacked without powder; the enemy, in return, 
" were not fparing of theirs. They had the ad
" vantttge of a riling ground of intrenchments, 
" and of a' prOdigious artillery. Several of my 
" regiments were repulfed by their mufquetry.", 
Speaking of his brothers: "1:Ienry, fays he,' 
H performed wonders, I tremble for my worthy 
" brothers: they are too brave." He take.? the 
blame on himfelf. "Fortune turned her back 
" on me this day. I ought to have expeCted it. 
" She is a female, and I am no gallant. In faa 

~~ I ought 
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" I o,ughi toJIave had more infantry .-S\1ccefs~ 
" my dear 1;..ord, often occafion~ a deftruCl:ive con
H fidence. Twenty-four battalions were not fur ... 
" fident to diilodge fixty thoufand men from an 
~' advantageous poft. Anoth~r time we hope to 
e, do better.-.:...I have no re~[on to complain of 
"~he bravery of my troops, or the experience of 
" my officer~. I alone was in the fault: and I 
" hope to repair it;" was the generous declara-
tion of his Pruffian Majefty to one of his general 
officers. ' 

257 
A.D. ! 
1757· 

His. fhattered army having made a fafe retreat His expel 

from. the enemy's defiles and eminences; the ne~t 1~~~e~sa~: 
and immediate care was to prevent the badeffeCl:s l'aiftng the 

. . . liege of 
of this day's work, fhould the news thereof reach Prague. 

Prague before he could take proper meafures to 
fecure his me~ and ~ll the matters employed in 
the reduCtion of that city. Therefore, though 
he had been fo greatly fatigued by the fervice of 
the day, at the head of every attack, on horfe-

,.back, he, left his army at Nimberg, under the 
comma.nd of the Prince of Bevern, and with freIb 
horfes, and an efcort of a dozen huzzars, he fet 
out in perfoh for his camp before Prague, and ar
rived th~re in the morning without halting. He 
placed double fentinels at all the avenues and ad
vanced pofts, to prevent intelligence arriving from 
. Kolin j and his orders for fending off all his ar
tillery, ammunition and baggage, were executed 
with fuch expedition, that the tents were ftruck, 
and the army on their march, before the garrifon 
were informed of the migRty caufe of their deli-

VOL. II. R verance. 
16 
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A: D: verance.Prince 'Charles of Lorraib, who held 
1757· the chief command alone, after the death of M. 

!aJ:llby Brown, who died in Prague of his wbunds re. 
the garri- ceived on the 6th of May, made a rally w!th a large 
fon. 

body of Auftrians; but could do no further mit: 
chief, than kill about two hundred of the Prumans 

P~ffian in the rear of M. Keith's diviflOn; the corps com
~~ff!re~:es manded by the Prince of Pruffia, having marched 
routs. all night, by another rout, to join the Prince of 

Bevern at Nimberg, was not fo much expofed to 
the enemy. 

M. Keith made the beft of his way towards 
. Saxony; and was left by the King at the head of 

25,000 men to guard the paifes. His Majefty 
and Pririce Henry his brother, made the beft of 
their way to Pirna, with another part of the army', 

Aufu-ians and encamped in that neighbourhood. The Prince 
PLurf.u~ into of Pruffia retreated into Lufatia, with his divifiotl 

u,atla. • • 
of the army: where he was [oon after, in danger 
of being (urrounded by the Auftrians, who fol

Zittau lowed him, laid the town of Zittau in allies by 
bombard- a dreadful bombardment; and obliged the gared. 

rifon to furrender. This called for immediate re-
King of lief. His Pruffian Maiefty did not hefitate a mo-
Pruffia :J 

marches to ment to march from Pirna, with part of his ar
the relief d 1 . h . d d M- K' Lof his bro- my, an eavmg t e remam er un er . eltll, 
ther. to guar~ the paffes of the mountains of Bohemia, 

he, by, forced marches, came fuddenly upon the 
Auftrians, obliged them to retire, and deliveted 
his brother's army. 

His other The attion at Kolin was not the only mortiS-
mortifica-
tions. cation, which his Pruffian Majelly met with this 

fummer. 
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fummer. His territories in \:V eftphalia were over- A. D. 
run arid :kl;i;d ·under <,:ontribution, and feized by 1757· 

the French, for the ufe of the ~mprefs Qyeen : 
3nd the ;:\n~y of obfervation, paid by Great ,BritaiQ, 
and lately put in motion \lnder his Royal High-
nefs the Duke of Cumb;erland, was not in a con. 
cditiGil to fiop their progref;l) .or to make a 'f.uffi.. , 
dent diverfion in his favour. 

His R<>yal High-nefs . the Duke of Cumberland The ar'; 

not only wanted ihength to aCt offenfively againft ~y o~ ob. " . ,ervatlOn 
the advancing eaemy; but he found himfelf ob· under the 

}' d fc h H ' . '1 f. Duke of 1ge to con orm to t. e anovenan eOUDCI a - Cumber- , 

figned him, for his conduCt in the command of land. 

the .army of obfervation; whofe favourite objeCt 
was to keep clear of any operations and con nee-
!ions, which might expbfe their EleCtorate to a 
criminal procefs in the Imperial coUrts; and to aCl: 
only on the defenfive, with ,expectation that the 
French would not dare to att in the hoftile man-
ner, as they did, againft a German Electorate; or 
that, in cafe of fuch an atrocious' infrinegment of 
the Imperial compact, for the prefervation of all 
.partsof the Germanic body, ,the Emperor would 
be~bliged to proteCt them from a foreign and un-

, provoked invader. 
Such was the fituation of his Royal Highnefs French ar4 

. . my under 
at Blelfeld g, when the plan of operatIons were M, d'E-

fetded trees. 

I His army confiftedof thirty-feven battalions and thirty, 
four .fquadrons ; viz. three PrujfiaR regi~ents, that retired 
-from Wefel, fix battalions and fix fquadrons, polled at Bielfe!d, 
under command of 'Lieutenant-General Baron de Spordten ; 

R 2 fix 
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A: D. fettled between him and the Hanoverian generals; 
J757' and the French army, confifting at that time of 

feventy battalions h, forty fquadrons i and fifty-tW(lt' 
In great pieces of cannon; befides a body of cavalry left 
want of d fi . f fi . f h' provifions, at Ruremon or convemency 0 orage; 0 w lch 
&c. the French were greatly in want, as well as of al-

moft every neceffary of life, which want daily in
creafed by the meafures taken by the Duke to re
tard and to difcourage their advancing to the We
fer: for, the nearer they app,roached the feat' of the 
army oC"obfervation, the greater they found the 

Severa) difficulty to get provifions. The country was not 
ikirmiflles. able to fupply all th/eir wants, and the little that' 

could be found was not to be carried away without 
oppofition, and difadvimtageous ikirmilhes; for 
the Hanoverians penetrated fo far as the countrY~ 
of Paderborn, and carried off a convoy of wheat, 
and oats, to be laid up in the Electorate of Co~ 
logne for theufe of the French army. 

Wife die. 
pofitions 
made by 
the Duke 
of CUlT.~ 
berland. 

Certainl y no difpofitions could be made with 
'I 

greater propriety, to convey the moil: advantage-
ous ideas of [he martial and political abilities of 
a commander in chief, than thofe, which his 
Royal Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland laid 

"ff 
fix' battalions at HervorClen, under Ljeutena~t..eeneral de 
Block: fix battalions and four {quadrons, between Hervorden 
and Minden, under Major.General Ledebour; {even batta
lions and ten {quadrons, near Hamelen, under Lieutenant· 

. Gener;!l d'Oberg; and five battalions and four {quadrons. near 
Niemburg, under Major-General Haufs. 

h' A French battalion is from five to fix hundred men. 
i A French {quadron is from two hundred and fifty to three 

hundl cd horfe. 

down , 
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®wn, advifed, and maintained to the ~tmoft of A .. D 

1757· his power; fo far, we humbly prefume to fay, as 
his ftrength' in the field, and his weight in the 
cOuncil, under which he was obliged to act, would 
'enable 'and permit him to difplay the military 
knowledge of his heroic genius. But, when he 
perceived that the French were 'under the defpe-
rate neceffity of fighting or ftarving; that never
thelefs he could not draw. them to an engagement, 

. with the advantage he had formed to himfelf, by 
placing his. camp between Bielfeld and Hervor:- His rear~n 
Clen; and that the enemy by a van fuperiority of~or retreat-

, . mg from 
men, would be able to get between hIm and the Bielfield. 

Wefer, and that they were making 'di1pofitions 
even to furroun~ his fmall army, on the fide of 
Burghotte: his Roy,al Highnefs withdrew his pofts 
from Paderborn and Ritzberg, leaving nothing of 
fervice be~ind them, and, at length, broke up his 
camp at Bielfeld, to a more advantageous and fafe 
fituation; as it was impoffible on that ground to 
withftand the force of the enemy. 

No troops could retire in better order: and the Retr~J.ts in 

corps pofted at BieIfeld, to cover the retreat, with good or. 
" <lei. 
,orders, upon the approach of the French, to ob-
',ferve their motions, and to regulate their own 
conduCt, accordingly, behaved with i'O good a 
'countenrance, that they made their own retreat good 
'after a feint refiftance k. This opened a way for 

the 

k They found nothing in this town, but the remains of a 
magazine in flames; to which the Germans had fet fire. But 
the French account of this retreat is very different, who fay, 

R 3 That 
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A. D. the French army t6 get plentiful fupplie! 01 alf 
1757· neceJraries. Which enableci them to pUl'fUf ttl. 

The 
French, 
advance. 

{uccefs. .. .' r ' . 
. , . 

, The allies rendezvouzed at Cofelcit', arid en. 
camped there on the 14th and 15th. The FrenCh 
in the mean time fumrtumed the corps at Hervor
den, and made a feint, as if they would attack 
the town, but marched off, wi~hout rna-king any 
further attempt. By thi~ time the whole French 
army was collected, and obliged the allies to pa~ 
the Weier. Which was performed with very in· 
confiderahle 10fs, and that only in the rear of 
the parties, as they tetreated from their feveral 

, poft-s. 
The Duke When tbe Duke forefaw that there was no ftana· 
retreats be- ing 30'ainfi: the {uperior poWer of the enemy,- and 
Y<'>nd the ~. ' 
Wefer. that hi's chlef dependante was upoq the defence of 

the Wefer; his Royal Highnefs mac;le the beR: and 
moft active difpofitions to fecure the pailes of that 

Tnat on the I'3th in the evening. Colonel FIfch"l with hia 
corps and 'fome grenadiers attacked Bielfeld, withou.t much 
refiftance, at fir/l:, that the Pruffians in the left wing of the 
Duke's army, threw in a reinforcement, which made: a vigo
rous defence. That at break of day, this left wing, com
pofed of Pruffians, Heffians, and Brunfwickiatls, was attacked, 
defeated, and driven from Bielfeld; on which the right wing, 
conftfting of Hanoverians, took to flight. That immediately 
after the action, the French pitched their tents on the fpot 
from whence the allies had been driven. That they took ten 
pieces of cannon, befides feveral baggage-waggons; and loll 
no officer of note. And that on the fide of the vanquilbed 
party, there Were feveral officers of rank among the .flaiD, par
ticularly the generals Einfiedel and JUn<;kheim. 

J rin~ 
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river, whi.c;b. he, ~{fecl; unmolefted in the rear, A. D. 
with all his ammunition, artillery, baggage and '757· 

troops, between Minden and Oldendorp, a camp 
being prepared for their reception, in a moil: ad
vantage6us fituati<;m, having th~ Wefer in front, 
and the right and left covered with eminences and 
moraJfes. 

In this camp, it is very!clear that the Dl-lke was Rem~rks ' 

determiqed to difpllte the paifage of the W efer ~:a~~~.fi._ 
with the enemy. But how was the,~o+ld· difap- . 
pointed of their expeCl:ations, when they were in-
formed ~l ~uthority, that .the bell: difpofition, 
that the beft general in the univerk could devlre 
and make? was made to fer:ve no other purpofe 
than to .lie upon their arms, to wi,tnefs the / un in-

.terrupteq p:drage of, an enemy, who had as much 
,power to, force . diem to ret,ire ~n tr~ cou,n try be
yoed theWe,fer,as on the nt;!ther fide, when they 
had nothing more than an army, that could not 
ftand before them in the field, to encount~r. Here 
·the weight of Hanoverian councils appeared in 
the ballance againft reafon, againft the jUdgment 
and inclination of the commaqder in cpief.For-

• bearance and non-refiftance wer~ now the maxims 
• of the Hanoverian chanc.ery. T~1eir own in~o
,cenee, inoffenfive conduct, and the juftice and 
right of protection, w hic~ an Electorate can de- ' 
mand under the capitulations of the Golden Bull, 
were infifted upon, as arguments for the fecurity 
of Hanover and ,its dependences againft France, 
in preference to the vigorous meafures, 'provided 
by his Royal Higbllefs for defence, by way of arms~ 

, . R 4 , againft 
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A. D. agairifi: an invader, that bid defiance to all Jaws 
J 7 57· human and divine; and, what was more than they 

wer.e willing to underftand, acted in concert with 
the Lord-paramount of the Empire, to deprive' 
the allies of Great Britain of the means to fa~ 
vour the defigns of Pruffia. 

'The ,Ho~ever, this, might be, the French' were fo 
Ft:eni:!l little difmayed at the Duke's 'Well-chofen camp, 
pars over ~ . , t 

the Weier. that th~y feemed to be In the fecret' of the caufe 
of the Hanoverian fecurity ; for, they advanced to 
the,-Wefer without delay, and paired that river on 
the loth and IIth of JuJy, without fear or the 
th~lofs of a lingle man. ' 

Marfual d'Etrees being informed that his maga
zines of provi'fions were well fllr'nilhed~ his ovens 
~ftablifhed, and the artillery and pontoons arrived 
at the deftined places, ordered Lieutenant-General 
Broglio, with ten battalions, twelve' fquadrons, 
and'ten pieces of cannOn, to march to Enghereri; 
Lieutenat- General M. de Chevert, with fixteen 
l:lattalions, three brigades of carabineers, the royal 
hunters, and fix hundred huirars, to march to 
Hervorden; and Lieutenant Marquis d'Arm~
tieres, with twelve battalions and ten {quadrans to 
march to Ulrickhaufen. All thefe troops being 
arrived in their camp on the 4th inftant, halted 
the 5th. On the 6th twenty-two battalions and 
thirty-two [quadrons, under the command of the 
Duke of Orleans, marched to Ulrickhaufen, from 
whence M. d' Armentieres had fet'out early in the 
morning, with the corps under his command, 
~n.q by britk marches got, on the 7th by eleven 

at 
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~t night,: to 'Bfanckenhove, where he found the 
boats whiCh h~d - gone f,om Ahrenfberg. The 
bridges were 'buiit, the cannon plarrted, and the 
entrenchments at the head of the bridges com
pleated, in the;night between' the 7th and 8th. 
The Marfhal having fent away part of his bag
gage from Bielfeld on the 6th, went in perf on; 
on the 7th at eleven o'dock, to Horn, and the 
'8th to Brake1. - .on advice that M. d' Armentieres 
had thrown his oridges actofs, without oppofition, 
and was at worJ< on his entrenchments, he went 
on the 9th to B1akenhove, to -fee toe bridges and 
intrenchme~ts', and afterwards. advanced to exa
,~ine the firft pofition he intended for this army~ 
and came down the right fide of the Wefer to the 
abby ofCorvey, where he forded the We[er, 
with the Princes of the blood, and their at
tendants. The loth in the morning he got on 
horfeback by four o'dock, to fee the Duke of 
Or1eans's divifion file off; which arrived' at Cor
vey at ten o'clock; as aifo ,that of M. d' Armen
tieres, which arrived at eleven; and that ofM. 
Souvre, which arrived at noon. The Marthal, 

. having examined the couvfe of the Wefer, 'cau[ed 
,the bridges of pontoons to be laid within gun
,.shot of the abbey, where the Vifcount de Tu-
renne paired the river in 167-3, and where Broglio 
3...nd Chevert's divifions paired it the 12th and 13th. 
M. de Chevert, and the Duke of Broglio being 
informed of what was to be done upon the Upper 

. Wefer, m'ade an attack upon Minden, and car

ried it. 
Whilft 



!!66 

A.D. 
1757· 

Lien and 
Embden 
furprized 

, by the 
French. 

The 
French 
raile con
tributions 
in Hano
ver. 

THE GENERAL HISTO.RY OF 

Whilft thefe ope.rations were carried on, the 
French MarIha1 detached the Marquis d'Anvcl, 
with a (hong party, to fa,vour the <leftgns of the 
Emprefs QEeen,. in Eaft FrieOand, who made 
himfelf mafter ~f Lien, and then. proceeded 
to furpr/ze Embden, the only fea port under the 
dominjon of the King of Pruffia, which furren
dered by capitulat~op, without the leaft. oppon~jO" ; 
the garr~fon, which confifted of 400 men, having 
mutined againft their officers.; becauf~ they did n~ 
think themfelves a fufficient forc~' for the defence 
of the' town. The Fr~uch publiiheld ordinances 
tor the fecurity of the religion and commerce of 
the city; and for prohibiting the exportation of 
corn and forage out of that principaJity; and ob
.1iged the inhabitants to .take an oath of aUegiaru:r= 
to the French King.. .. ;Ii). 

\Vhate:ver were the real motives of the Hano
verian hackwardnefs to attack the invaders of tbeir . 
country, they certainly paid dear for their inaCti
vity or timidity. The French prQceeded immc:
dia1icly to raire heavy. contributions in Hanov~r 1 

This feemed to convince thofe paffive- or putiJla
nimous advocates for non-refiftance, that it was 
time to embrace and foHow more falutaryadvice, 
and no longer to imagine, that their Electoral do
minions were fo fecured, as to have nothing to 
fear from a powerful and perfidious, neighbour. , 

-
1 The French General, from his camp at Stadt-OldeD.t~fJ 

rent to the regency of Hanover a requifition, dated ZI July, 
demanding that deputies fhould be fent to his head quarters to 

- treat about contributions. 
. It 
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It was refolved tQ'make a {tand at Haftenbleck; 'A. ,D. 

within .a few m,iles,of Hammel,en, ,where ii:' was 1757· 
"udn...t h 1._ 00' ld dep "h The battle J 5""''' t at tuc -gr'9U wou nve t e enemy at Hallen-

of .that advantage~ they fo much depended upon, beck. 

in regard to- th.e fuperiority of their" numpers. 
The Duke detached, 12,000 men to feize the im-
portant pafs of Stadt Oldendorf; but the French 
had got pofi"effion of it already, and a few days 
after -drove the Handverian parties from the vil-
lage of Lutford. Their camp was now tranf-: 
ferred to the fine plain of Stadt Oldendorff. 

Thefe were only preludes to the main deGgn 
of the French; which was to force the allies to 
battle. Accordingly, as (oon as His Royal High
n~fs the Duke of ~umberIand perceived the in-

-,tention of the enemy was to attack him, he drew 
up his little army on the height between the 
Wefer and the woods, with his right towards the 
river, his left dofe to the woods; on the point 
of which he erected a battery of 12 pounders and 
haubitzers, fupported by the hunters and two 
battalions of grenadiers, pofted in the corner of 
the wood upon the left of the battery, under the 
command of Major General Schulenberg, with 
,the village of Hoftenbeck in his front. There 
was a hollow way from the left of th,e village to 
the battery, and a continual morars on the other 
fide of Haftenbeck to his right. In the eveaing 
of the 24th he called in all his out pofi:s, and 
kept the whole army on their arms all night; on 

. the 25th in the morning the enemy advanced in 
columns, and made an appearana to attack the 

right 
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A. D. right, the lefe and center; but nothing more was 
1757· done chan a fevere cannonade, which continued aU 

day, from a train much fuperior to the Duke's ar. 
tillery. The next night was alfo fpent by the 
allies; upon their arms: the battery at the end of 
the wood was repaired, and Count'Sculenbergrein
forced with a battalion of grenadiers and two pieces 
of cannon. He alfo ordered foor more battalions 
of grenadiers, under Major General Hardenberg, 
to fupport that battery; caufed another battery 
to be eretted of 12 and 6 pounders, behind the 
village of Haftenbeck, and provided in e~ery re
fpett to give the enemy a warm reception: and 
then, at day light, got on horfe back to reconnoi
tre the poiltion of the enemy. And at five l'Iext 
"morning the French renewed the cannonade; 
which now was levelled particularly againft an 
Hanoverian battery, fupported by the Heman in
fantry and cavalry. The artillery was ferved on 
this attack with great fury and {kill, and the place 
was defended with extraordinary refolution and in
credible bravery. Between feven 'and eight the 
mufquetry began to play on the Hanoverian' left ; 
and the connonading continued without intermif
fion for fix hours; when his Royal Highnefs or
dered Major General Behr, with three battalions 
of Brunfwick, to fuftain the grenadiers in the 
woods if neceffary. The fire of the f~al1 arms 
increafing, His Royal Highnefs detached three 
Hanoverian battalions and fix fquadrons round the 
wood by Aff~qe, who towards the clofe of the 
day furprized fuveral fquadrons of the enemy, that 

2 they 
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they had not time to charge, and drove therp back A. D. 
to their army. Yet how neceffary and wife roever 1757· 

thofe~irpofitions, were made with the grenadiers in 
the wood, thofe troops, as foon as they perceived 
the. enemy's troops .' endeavouring to penetrate 
that way, quitted their pofts, and joined the l~ft 
wing. By which mifconduCl:, the French got 
poffeffion of the Hanoverian battery on the left . 
withqut oppofition. It is true this afforded an 

opportunity for the hereditary'Prince of Brunr-
wick, at the head of a battalion ~f Wolfenbuttl~ 
guards, and another of Hanoverians, to diftin7 
guilh himfelf, ey retaking the battery, with their 
bayonets fixed, from a4'f1uch fuperior force of the 
enemy. But the Fre~ch having got poifeffion 
not' only of the woods, but of a height, that 
flanked both the lines of infantry, and the battery 
of the allies, and were able to fupport their attack 
under the cover of a hill, his Royal Highnefs 
confidering the great fuperiority of the enemy, 
both in numbers and' artillery, and that it was im
poffible to diilodge them fi·om their poft without 
expofing his own troops to too great a hazard, 
,ordered a retreat, and drew off his army to Ha-
melen in very good order. 

This action may be faid to !,ave continued three Remarks 

days; arid was 'difputed with great vigour and thereon. 

!kill on both fides, and with fuch doubtful fuc-
cers, that it is a doubt to this day, which of the 

,armies had a right to claim the viCl:ory. As for 
the lofs, it was much lers on the fide, of the allies. 
The killed, wounded and miffing, did not exceed 

J454 
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1454 m. The French QCCording t-o their own ac
count loft 1000 ana upwards,. This is, certain, -
the French, who marched into' the woods of 
Lauenftein, were ieized with fuch a panic, that 
upon the bare ima,gination of being attacked by 
the Hanoverians, they fired upon one aMther: 
fo that had the gren-a:diers, .&c. which His Royal 
Highnefs had wifely difpofed and fl:ationed in thefe 
woods, kept their pofts, as they in dutY"'ought to 

'have done, they might have improved that con
fternation ; 'and by a well regulated attack upon 
that party of the enemy, their defeat might have 
been left undifputed. But the f-ate of this day 
is but one example of many, that thews how the 
Hanpverian miniftry difapproved of the meafures 
taken by their fovereign for their defence. It is 
more than conjeCture, that they would have been 
nntch better fatisfied to put themfelves under the 
l?rotection of France, than join the moft powerfttl 
armies to defend their territories from a French 
invafion. 

In this temper continually" they had by re
treating before the enemy, prevailed with the Duke 
to come to [uch an ilfue, that nothing but fuperior 
judgment in the mil~tary art, could have delivered 
his army, on this 'occafion, from falling a prey to 
the enemy. This was a deliverance beyond all 
expectation: and could his Royal Higqnefs have 
been at liberty to retire with his army to Magde
burg, the French would have felt theIr lofs in this 

In 327 killed, and 1 I 27 wounded -and miffing. 
aCtion 
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action very'ieverely; and foo.nhave been obliged A. D. 

to quit the Electorate of Hapover, or to maintain 1757· 

an army, that would have exhaufted their'finances, 
to cover an acquifition, not able to pay the ex~ 
pence. 

But the fear they now adopted for the archives, Reafons 

and many valuable effects, that had beeo carried f~~ r~~:eat • 
. to,' and depofited at Stade, a fmall town near the Ws ald'ds 

ta e. 
mouth of the Elbe, prevailed with His Royal 
Highnefs to make all his dilpofitions and marches 
after this battle, to cover Stade from a furprize by 
the enemy, in the manner we have feen them fub
due Embden. Thus he left a gartifon at Hame~ 
len and retreated to Nienburg, and then to Hoya: 
in whofe neighbourhood he encamped the remains 
of his army, after fending away all his magazines, Sends off 

fick and wounded, in order, as he was advifed, all hisdfidck. 
woun e , 

to cover Bremen and Verden, and to preferve a a?d maga-

communication with Stade. An excellent fitua- zmes. 

tion for the purpofe, had they, that infifted upon 
the meafure, provided him alfo with an army ca-
pable of difputing the ground with an enemy, 
that was expected, and upon their march, to force 

':the way. But could not be expected, in his cir
cumlbnces, to have been lefs ruinous, than will 
. be feen below. 

Upon the Duke's retreat from Hamden, it Hamelen 

foorl fubmitted to the French~ by a capitulation, ;~r;h:denf 
which did no credit to the gariifon: for they toSk French. 

no care of the rICk and wotl1'lded; .. who thereby 
'became prifoners of war.-The French diftnanded 
, the walls, -and carried off 60 brafs cannon, feveral 
b'ltmars, 40 ovens, large quantities of provifions 

and 
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A. D. and arnmunid:ioQ, and part of the equipage of th« 
1757· Duke's army. _ ... 

M. d'E- Here'the French halted for fome time. Advice 
~~:d{d:er- was arrived in the French army, that the Duke 

de Richelieu was appointed, and on his way to fu
perceed M.· d'Eftrees, and to take upon him the 
command of the french army in Lower Saxony j 
to which poft he had been raifed by court intrigue, 
through the means of Madam Pampadour, the 
King of France's female favourite. M. d'Etrees 
'rad immediately after the battle of Haftenbeck, 
.detached 4000 men to take potrelli,on of th'e Rlec:" 
·torate of Hanover, and to lay it under contribu
tion. The fame was done in the territories of the 
Duke of Wolfenbuule, and in many places in 
the dutches of Bremen and Verden. But nothing 

'Rich~lieu more was done till Richelieu arrived; who two 
,arrives and d ti h' . I 1 HId h d h takes the ays a ter IS arnva at arne en, etac e t e 
command. Duke de .... Chevreu[e, with 2000 men, to take 
Takes pof- poffellion of the city of Hanover; and dubbed 
Wa:~v~:' him governor of the firft fruits of his promotion. 

A circumftance appears in t,his expedition, which 
. gives a fhrewed fllfpicion of too good an under
ftanding between the regency of Hanover and their 
French i'nvaders: for, there was not the leaft re
fiftance on the part of the city; and the garrifon 
were' permitted, after they had laid down their 

M. de arms, to retire wherever they pleafed. M. de 
Contades 
how re- Contades, who was fent a1[0 with a detachment 
~:;~u~~. to reduc,e the t~rritories of Heffe Caftle, was met 

at Warburg hy the -Prince of Hetre's mafter of 
the horfe, more like a friend than an enemy, with 

afi"uf-: 
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afibrances that the French fhould be furni1hed A. D. 
with every thing the country could afford; and 1757· 

the magiftrates of Caire! prefented him with the 
keys of their city. . 

Having thus difplayed a kind of fovereignty in Richelieu 

L S 'd d lIt: fi' h . R' h purfuesthe ower axony an rna e a !a e 10 t e rear, lC e- allied 

lieu bent his thoughts towards the allied army, army. 

encamped at Hoya. His motions were watched. 
So that as foen as His Royal Highnefs the Duke 
of Cumberland was informed that Richelieu had 
paffed the Aller, with a large body of troops, in 
the night of the 24th of Auguft, he decamped, 
and ordered his army to march anq fecure the im-
portant pafs and poft of Rothenburg; which was 
done the next day; and he encamped again with Ad"an~ 
his whole army behind the Wummer; a very ftrong ~~~;\~f 
and advantageous fituation, between Rothenburg the allieli 

army. 
and Otterfburg. 

t ' This motion of the allies left Bremen and Ver- Bremen 

den to the mercy of the French, who immediately ~~~ ~i~~d 
entered Verden n, and detached a fufficient force by the 

. h French. 
to take poireffion of Bremen, WhlC opened her 
gates to them on the 29th. Two principalities, 
for whofe fate the Hanoverian miniftry did not 
feem to be under much concern, as not being an ori-
ginal part of their EleCtoral dominions; but a 
purchafe made by King George I o. 

The French halted again, till they had feiz
ed all the pafts round the' Duke's army; whic!l 

n On the 26th of Auguft. 
o Forthe fum of 25°,0001. fterling. 

VOL. II. S putting 

17 
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A. D. putting him upon the necefiity of making another 
1757, ma-rch, to prevent his communication with Stade 

The allied b 0 ff h O h h H 0 0 oft 0 

army retire emg cut 0 ; w IC t e anovenan mml ry m-
to Stade. fifted fhould be covered, at all events; His Royal 

Highnefs retreated, firft, to Selfingen, and from" 
thence under the cannon of Stade: where His 
Royal Highnefs was made to believe, That he 
fhould be able to maintain his ground, between 
the Aller and the Elbe, and be effectually fup
ported by four Englifh men of war, &c, which 
at that time lay at anchor off that port, in cafe 
the French would venture to attack his army. 

Meafures In this expectation His Royal Highnefs made 
taken for . 
liefence. 'his .difpofitions, and took his meafures for defence; 

and ;particularly he detached fame troops with ar

tillery to Buck-Schantz, and with orders to defend 
thatpoftto the laft extremity. But thefe hopes 

~~1~:~c~ foon vanifhed,o The French fol~owed ~im ~epby 
ftep, andhavmg cooped the allIes up In thiS cor
ner, which left no more room for the retreat of an 
army, that was not in a condition t~ advance; (or, 
perhaps under fuch reftraints, that the generaliffimo 
had it not in his power to riik a battle; as all 
the world are fatisfied the Duke would have done, 
both now and long before, who have the Ie aft 
conception of his Royal Highnefs's valour and 

Gain the 
advantage 
of their 
1ituiltion. 

impetuofity, animated by the examples. of the 
Englifh atchievements at Crelfy and Agincourt) 
they hemmed them in on every fide, and, notwith
ftanding the four men of war in the river, they 
got poffefiion of a fort at the mouth of the Zwin-
ga, which cut off' the Duke's communication 

with 
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with the Elb. Under this preffure of the moO: A. D. 
hazatdpus circumftances, not in a, condition to 1~57' 
fight,' not 'in a fituation to retreat, nor cover~d, as it 
would have been of, the utmoft fervice at the laft 
extremity, by a refpeaable fquadron of men of 
war ~ and urged by the Hanoverian mini(lry to Oblige , 

f r. • h f' 1" ld them to Cl~ accept, 0 IUC terms 0 capItu atIOn, as wou pitulate. 

(ave ,their men, fave their archives and valuable 
effeas, and by a neutrality clear their co.untry 
from the misfortunes, thilt always atRia a feat 
of war, which, indeed, feemed to be the whole 
bent of their condua; he was forced to accept 
of a mediation offered by the King of Denmark, 
for which his'minifter, the Coubt de Lyn'ar, was 
already prepared, and to fign the following con
~ention; which it will be proper to give entire, 
on ~ccount of its con[equences, occafioned' by 

-iw,hat the French call an ififra~ion, of the capitu-
lation. 

" HIS Majefty the King of Denmark, touch-
ed with the diftreffes of the countries of 

Bremen aqd Verden, to which he has always gra~t
ed his, fpecial protection, and being defir~us, by 
preventing, thofe countries from being any longer 
the ~heatn~ of war, to fpare alfo the effufion of 
blood in the armies, which are ready to difpute the 
poffeffion thereof, hath employed his mediation 
by the miniftry of the Coun't de Lynar. His 
Royal Highnefs the, 'Duke of Cumberland, Ge
neral of the army of th~ allies, on!pe one party, 
and his excellency the Duke d~ Richelii:u, General 

S 2 of 
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A. D. of the French forces in Germany, on the other; 
1757· in confideration of the intervention of his Danilh 

Majefty, have refpectively engaged their word of 
honour to the Count de Lynar, to abide by the 
convention hereafter ftipulated; and he, the Count 
de Lenar, correfpondently to the Kinghis mafter's 
intentions, obliges himfelf to obtain the guaranty 
mentioned in the prefent convention; fo that it 
{hall be fent to him, with his full powers, which 
there was no time to make out in the circum; 
ftances, which hurried his departure. . 

Articles of AR T. I. Hoftilities ihall ceafe on both fides 
capitula- within 24 hours, or fooner if pomble. Orders for 
tioll. 

this purpofe ihall be immediately fent to the de~ 
tached bodies. . . 

II. The auxiliary troops of the army of tha 
Duke of Cumberland, namely, thofe of Heffe~ 
Brunfwick, Saxe-Gotha, and even thofe of the 
Count de la Lippe Buckebourg, fhall be fent 
home: and as it is neceffary to fettle particularly 
their march to their feveral countries, a general 
officer of each refpeCl:ive nation ihall be fent from 
the army of the allies, with whom ihall be fetued 
the rout of thofe troops, the divifions they {hall 
march in, their fubfiftence on their march, and 
the paffports to be granted them by his excellency 
the Duke of RicheIieu, to go home to their own 
countries, where they {hall be placed and diftribu
ted as {hall be agreed upon between the court of 
France and their refpeCtive fovereigns. 

III. His Royal Highnefs the DLlke of Cumber
land 'obliges himfelf to pafs the Elbe with that 

part 
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pu't of his army, which he {ball not be able A. D. 
to place in the city of Stade. That part of his 17.57-. 

forces, which {ball enter in garrifon in the faid city, 
and which, it is fuppofed, may amount to between 
four and fix thoufand men, {ball remain there un-
der the guaranty of his Majefty the King of Den-
mark, without committing any aa of hoftility; 
~nd, on the other hand, they {ball not be expofed 
to any from the French troops. In confequence 
thereof, commitI"aries named· on each fide jhaU 
agree upon the limits to be fixed rounQ that place, 
for the conveniency of the garrifon; which limits 
fhall not extend above half a league, or a league, 
from the place, . according to the nature of the 
ground or circumftances, which {ball be fairly 
fettled by the com miff aries. The refl: of the'· 
Hanoverian army {ball go to take quarters in the 
country beyond the Elbe; and to facilitate the 

. rn,arch of thofe troops, his excellency the Marthal 
Duke de Richelieu {ball concert with a general 
officer rent from th~ Hanoverian army, the routs 
they fh~ll take, obliging himfelf to give the ne
ceffary paffports and fecurity for the free paffage 
of them and the.ir baggage to the places of their 
~eftination; His Royal Highnefs . the Duke of 
Cumberland referving to himfeJf the liberty of 
negociating betWeeR the two courts for an exten
tion of thofe quarters. As to the French troops, 
~hey {ball remain in the refl: of the dutchies of 
nremenand Verden, till the definitive treao/ of 
~pe [WQ f,?vereigns. 

S 3 IV. 
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A. D. IV. As the aforefaid articles are to be executed 
1757· as {oon as pomble, the Hanoverian army, and 

the corps, which are detached from it, particularly 
that which is at Buck-Schantz, and the neighbour
hood, fhall r~tire under Stade in the fpace of 48 
hours. The French army iliall not pafs the river 
Ofte, in the dutchy of Bremen, till the limits be 
regulated. It fhall, befides, keep all the polls 
and countries, of which it is in poffeffion; and, 
not to retard the regulation of the limits to be fet
ded between the armies, commiffaries fhall be 
nominated, and fent on the loth inftant to Bremer
worden, by his Royal Highnefs the Duke of 
Cumberland, and his Excellency the Marfhal 
Duke de Richelieu, to regulate, as well the limits 
to be affigned to the French army, as thofe that 
are to be obferved by the garrifon at Stade, ac~ 
cording to article III. 

V. All the aforefaid articles fhall be faithfully 
executed according to their form and tenor, and 
under the faith of his Majefty the King of Den
mark's guaranty, which the Courit de Lynar, his 
mini£l:er, engages to procure . 

. i ]jone at the camp at Clofrer.!Seven, Septem

ber 8, 1757. 
Sig;ned WILLIAM. 

SEPERATE ARTICLES. 

Upon the reprefentations made by the Count 
de Lynar, with a view to explain fome difpofitions 
made by the prefent convention, the following 
articles have been added: 

I. It 
3 
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I. It is the _ intention of his Excellency the A. D. 

Marlhal Duke de Richelieu, that the allied troops 1757· 

of his Royal Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland 
fhall be fent back to their n~fpetl:ive countries ac· 
cording to the form mentioned in the fecond ar-
ticle; and that as to their feparation and diftribu-
tion in the country, it !hall be regulated between 
the two courts; thofe troops not being confidered 
as prifoners of war. 

II. It having been reprefented, that the county 
of Lauenbourg cannot accommodate more than 
15 battalions and fix fquadrons, and that the city 
of Stade cannot abfolutely contain the 6000 men 
allotted to it, his Excellency the Marihal Duke 
de Richelieu, being preffed by M. de Lynar,-who 
fupported this reprefentation by the guaranty of 
his Danifh Majefty, gives his ·confent; and his 
Roya.l Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland engages, 
to caufe 15 battalions and fix fquadrons· to pafs 
the Elbe; and the whole body of hunters, and 
the remaining IO battalions and 28 fquadrons 
fhall be placed in the town of Stade, and the places 
nearefl: to it, that are within the line, which !hall 
be marked by pofts from the mouth of the Luhe, 
in the Elbe, to the mouth of the Elmerbeck, in 
the river Ofie; provided always, that the faid 10 

battalions and 2 8 fquadrons fhall be quartered there, 
as they are at the time of figning this convention, 
and ihall not be recruited under any pretext, or 
augmented in any cafe; and this clau[e is particu
larly guarantied qy the Count de Lynar, in the 
name of his Dani!h Majefty. 

S 4 III. Upon 
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III. Upon the reprefentation of his Royal 
Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland, that both 
the army and the detached corps cannot retire un
der"Stade in 48 hours, agreeable to the convention, 
his Excellency the Marfhal Duke de Rich~lieu hath 
fignified, that .he will grant them proper, time, 
provided the corps encamped at Buck-Schantz, 
as well as the army encamped at Bremer-worden:. 
begin their march to retire in 24 hour~ after fign
ing the convention. The time neceffary for other 
arrapgements, and the execution of the articles 
c;oncerning the refpective limits, Ihall be ferried 
between Lieutenant General Sporcken and the 
Marquis de Villemur, firft Lieutenant General of 
the King's army. 

Done, &c. 

The bad The immediate injury brought upon the allies 
effects of f G B·· b h· . ~ h r. 
thi~capitu- 0 reat nram y t IS ConVentiOn, lor w ole 
latlOn. common benefit and fervice, it had been under .. 

frood both by the parliament and people, at the 
time the fupplies for an army of obfervation were 
fo readily granted, this army was embodied and 
put in motion; was the depriv:nion of ~hat aid, 
which the King of Pn~ma wanted, and had a right 
to expect, from the diverfion, the army of obfer
vation might have continued to make, in the 
field; fa as to divide the forces of the grand al
liance ag;1inft him and tpe proteftant intereft: 
and the full liberty, in which the French were 
thereby lefe, to difpofe of their army to affift the 
~Q1pr~fs ~een iri th~ ru~n of the K~ng of Pruffia, , 

Haq 
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Had the army of obfervation, if it wag found A. D. 

inadequate to the oppofition it met with in the 1757· 

field, retired to the Pmffian garrifon at Magde- ~:~l~~ks 
burg P, which could have been done in'lefs time, event. 

and more fecurity; and encamped under the g\.lnS 
of that fortrefs, the King of Pruffia would have 
been proteCted by the addition of 38,000 troops; 
the army of obfervation would have grown more 
formidable to the enemy, on account of its fitua-
tion and conneCtions, and Hanover could have 
had no more to fear from the French invader, 
than what was the neceifary and unavoidable cori
fequence of ruch a retr~at, wh~ch ended in the 
1hameful furrender of thejr arms~ and a local re-
tIraint of their foldier~. 

The Fr~nch delivered by this convention from How ad-' 

all hoftilities; found themfelves in. a condition to ~~~~:r;eo", 
keep a fllfficient force in the vicinity of Magde- French. 

burg, to over-awe the garrifon, with which the 
M. Duke de Richelieu remained, keeping his h~ad 
quarters at Brunfwick; and to fend a large rein
forcement, under the Lieutenant General Berchi-
ni, Be alfo ordered the gens d'arms and the other 
froops, that were jn the Landgravate of Heife 
Cafrel, to file off to the army under the prince 
of Soubize, which united force, joined with the 
Imperial army of execution, was intended to 
prive the Pruffians out of Saxony, and to carry 
th~ flames Qf war in~o Sildia apd the other domi-

I' Which was no mpre t)lan a Iiqle ahove 100 mjles frol1l 

J:hfienb~c~ i w~efe.as it is above 150 miles tQ Staqe, 
nions 
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A. D. nions of Pruilla. M. Duke de R.ichelieu then 
1757· commanded 60 bawllions of foot, and the greateft 

Richelieu f h 1 k h Pill' . . invades the part 0 t e cava ry to attac t e ru lan territOries, 
Pru~a.n into which he, in perfon, al[o entered foon after, with 
ComU;lOns. . 

110 battalIons and ISO fquadrons and J 00 pieces 
of cannon near Wolfenbuttle, in three columns; 
which penetrated into Halberfiadt and Branden
burg, plundering the towns, exaCting contributions, 
and committing fuch excelfe's, that would have dif
graced the military difcipline of a Heathen army. 

The dif- Here we fhall leave Germany and the King of 
trefs of Pruffia expofed, and aCl:ually invaded, and his 
Pruffia. 

fituation grown more dangerous than ever: not 

only the French were let loofe upon him, and were 
ravaging his unguarded provinces, and pouring 
all their force towards Saxony; but the Ruffians 
refumed their march under Marfhal Apraxin and 
General Fermor, into Ducal Pruffia: The Swedes 
declared againfl: a King, who at this time feemed 
to be unavoidably crufhed ; and were ready to enter 
Pruffian Pomerania with 22,000 men. The army 
of execution joined by the French under the'Prince 
de Soubife undertook the recovery of Saxony: 
and the Auil:rians were at liberty to aB: with all 
their force in conjunction with their allies, where 
it fhould appear moil: to their advantage. 

Nothing could be more affeCl:ing than this ftate 
How to be of our German allies. There was no human hs:lp 
l"elieved. £ h b' G B f. lor tern, ut 111 reat ritain. The only que -

tion was, whether it was the duty, upon the faith 
of treaties; or the intereft of Great Britain, either 
in regard to her own fecurity, or to her commerce, 

to 
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:0 affift them in this diftrefs; and to prevent their A. D. 

deftruClion r by a confederacy, in which our na- 1757· 

tural enemy was a principal, and the' moO: power-
ful party; and how far our aid Qught to have ex-
t~nded ? We fuall fee how this was underftood by 
the court and people of Great Britain, much bet-
ter by their future meafures, than by any reafon-
ings or [peculations. A national approbation, 
confirmed by the unanimolls voice of the people, 
muft carry great weight on fuch a fubjecr. 

At the entrance of Mr. PITT, a fecond time, Why Mr. 

into the adminiftration~ the affairs in Germany PITT di~ 
. not acqtu-

bore a very dlffer;Dt, nay a reverfe afpect. The efce in a 

King of Pruffia had beaten down all oppofition, ~:l~~mall 
and feemed to be in a fair way to force the Em-
prefs QEeen to equitable terms of peace, and to 
eftablifu the tranquillity of that continent. For, 
by breaking the Auftrian link of the confederacy, 
it was natural to fuppofe that the other powers, in 
that league, -would withdraw their forces, and re
linquifh their pretenfions; and that the protec-
tion of the Germanic liberties, in any branch of 
the Roman Empire, would have become the inte-
re,ft and care of the whole body. The Swedes 
had not begun to frir. The Rufs were at a frand. 
The army of the Empire was affembling with 
much dillike, fo as to render their fervice very 
doubtful: And the French, whofe operations and 
rneafures more nearly attracred the attention of 
the Britifh nation, did not [eem to be purfuing any 
objet!: adequate to their prodigious armies beyond 
the Rhine; and therefore to be looked upon as a 

feint 
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A. D. feint to draw the Britifh councils into meafures in-
1757- jurious to the American war. 

The Britifh court and parliament had done all, 
that was thought necefrary and incumbent upon 
them, for their allies, under thefe circumftances. 
The King of Pruffia afked for relief in Money. 
It was granted. Hanover required aCtual defence. 
An army of 40,000 veteran troops was hired for 
that fervice, and the King of Great Britain's only 
furviving 1'on was fent to command it. Which, 
in the condition the King of Pruffia was at that 
junCture, and, with a conduct regulated by [he 
common intereft of the allies, was fufficient to • 
cover Hanover, and to defeat any enterprize un-
dertaken by the French, to the prejudice of Great 
Britain, or of any of her allies. Betides, there 
was a more natural meafure to divert them from 
an attempt upon Hanover, by finding their troops 
employment at home. 

No wonder then, that Mr. PITT did not, at 
firft acquiefce in the German war; when neither 
the faith of treaties, nor any immediate danger 
to the intereft of our nation, required further af .. 

Propofes fiftance on the continent. However, he refoIved 
an

f 
ahttack ft upon an expedition by fea, which, by infulting, 

o t e coa 
()fl'rance. alarming and landing on the coaft of France, might 

ferve both Germany and Great Britain. This was 
a fcheme planned with the moll: promiling hopes 
of fuccefs to both Great Britain and her allies. It 
was the beft method to annihilate the ftrength of 
France, by annoying her coafis an,d defiroying her 
maritime ftores, while her troops were· embllrkecl 

in 
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in the quarrels of the Germans, and !he waS A. D. 
marching her great annies to increafe thofe dif- 1757· 

turbances. And it was the moft effectual way to 
fave Germany from the power of French armies, 
by cutting them out work for the defence of their 
P1aritime places at home. 
: The minifter carried this plan of operations; How dif-

. but not without fame feint ftruggles by the advo- com:aged. 

tates for more vigorous meafures by land. For, 
though they had nothing to alledge againfl: the 
utility, they pretended, that it was a kind of 
cowardly, weak and immethodical war, unbecom-
ing a brave people. And fome of thefe carried 
their diflike fo far, without doors, as to decline 
the commands offered to th~m in thofe expedi-
tions j which was thought to be the fecret caufe 
why our naval armaments againfl: .the coafts of 
France were not ah'{ays attended with adequate 
"{uccefs. 
" The firft expedition or armament of this kind Expedition 

was fitted out agait.!l: Rochefort; which was repre- ~a~~:fort. 
fen ted to be in a very defencelefs condition; and, 

-if taken or deftroyed by our arms, would give a 
fin,ithing blow to the naval power of France; and 

-at 'all events, would oblige the court of France to 
recall a confiderable part of their armies from 

. Germany to guard their own coafts froIll infult 
, and ruin. . 

, The ~mportance of this place, which. is fituate Its import

near, and very little inferior to, Breft in Its docks, anct. 

yards, magazines of naval ftores,. and in the 
,number of King's, {hips fitted out from thence, 

was 
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A. D. was a fufhcient objeCt of an expedition, And its 
1757· defencelefs ftate was fo well attefl:ed, that, -it would 

have been deemed an overfight in a minifter to 
negleCt or to difregard the information. 

Why pro- The original defign arofe from the intelligence 
paCed. of one Captain Clerk, a worthy, intelligent and 

fkilfulland-officer, who, in a letter to q Sir John 
Ligonier, and by him tranfinitted to Mr. Secre. 
tary PITT, which was penned by Captain Clerk, 
by order, and in purfuance of feveral previous 
meetings and conferences on that fubject, lays 
down the p'articulars, that were fuppofed to fa
vour an attack or furprize on Rochfort. 

" SIR, 

C t : " IN returning from Gibraltar, in 1754, I went ap am, . ~ 

Clerk's ac-' along part of the wefl:ern coaft of France, 
count of fc h d' . f r: f h' 1:. 'Ii its condi- "to ee t e con !tlOn a lome 0 t e)r 10rtl ca-
tion. " tions of their places of importance, on purpofe 

" to judge, if an attempt could be made with a 
" probability of fuccefs, in ca;;~ of a rupture, and 
"df the French drawing away their troops to 
" Flanders, Italy and Germany, in the fame man
" ner they did in the laft war. 

" I had heard, that Rochefort, though a place 
" of the utmoft importance, haa been very much 
"negleCl:ed. I went there, and waited upon the 
" governor in my regimentals, told him, that I 
" was upon my way to England from Gibraltar; 
" and, that I came on purpofe to fee the place, 

• Dat(d the 15th of July 1757. 
, the 
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" the dock and the men of war. He was very 
" polite; I was 1bewed every thing; went aboard 
" ten fhips of the line new built: apd, an en
" ginefr attended me in going round the place. 

" I was furprifed to find, that though· there 
"was a good rampart with a revetement, the 
" greatefl: part of it was not flanked but with re
" dans;' that there was no outworks, no covert
" way, and in many places no ditch; fo that the 
"bottom of the. wall was feen at a diftance: 
" That in o.ther places where the earth had been 
".taken out to form the ramparts there was left 
" about them a goo.d height of ground, which 
" was a difadvantage to the place: That for above 
" the length of a front there was no rampart, o.r 
" even intrench~ent; but as the ground was low 
"and madhy at that place, being next the river, 
" there were fome fmall ditches, which were dry, 
" however, at lqw water; yet the bottom remained 
" muddy and fiimy. 

" Towards the river there was no rampart, no. 
~, parapet, no batteries on' either fide. Towards 
" the land-fide there was fo.me high ground very 
"nigh the place, perhaps at the difl:ance o.f 
" about 150. or 200 yards .. 

"The engineer told me, that the place had 
" remained in that condition for above 70 or 80 

" years. 
" I got no plan of the place, and put nothing 

;, down in writing; for I found that the whole 

:' town had been talking of m~ and thought it 
" very 

281 
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A. D. "very extraordinary that I fhould be allowed 
1757· "to go about and fee every thing. 

"I burnt even fome {ketches and remarks I 
" had by me,upon other places, that they might 
" have no hold of me, in cafe they fearched my 
c, baggage, and therefore could only expofe 
"themfe1ves, as I had done nothing, but what 
~, was open, above board, and with permiffion. 

"However, as to utility, I was as· much fa
" tisfied, as if I had got a plan: in regard of the 
"profil inq~ed, I have thought fince, that it 
c, would not have been amifs if I had known for 
" certain the exact height of the rampart. I think 
" that it could not well exceed twenty-five feet. 
U In Marriniere's Geographical DiCtionary, it is 
" called only twenty feet high; perhaps ~he para
" pet is not included. 

" I told your Excellency, that I had never feen 
" any plan of the place: but as there had been 
" no alteration in the works for fo mllnyyears, I 
" made no queftion, but that fome old plan of it 
" might be found, which would correfpond ex
" acHy with what I faid. In the Forces de L'Eu
" rope, which I have, there is no plan of Roche
"fort, but I found one in the Duke of Argyle's 
" edition, which I borrowed, and fhewed to your 
" Excellency. It agrees exaCtly with what I faid, 
" and with the fketch I drew of it before you, 
" from my mel'nory, except that a regular ditch 
"is reprefemed every where, which is not the 
'-, cafe. 

4 ~~ The 
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" The river may be about 130 yards broad. 
," The entrance is .defended by two or three fma:!l 
"redoubts, which I did not fee, nor could I 
"~enture even to go down and examjne' the 

" coaft. ' , 
"What I mentioned to your Excellency of 

" the method of infulting the place,confidering 
" it upon the footing of an immediate affault, I 
",have not put down; for,though it may be 
" reafoned upon in a general view, yet many things 
" can ,.only ·b.e fixed and determined on the /pot. I 
" ,was told, that there are never any troops at 
"Rochefort, but the marines. There might be 
" about a thoufand at that time. 

" By the ex'pedition to ,Port L'Orient in 1746, 
it appeared to me, that the country people in 
"arms are very little better than our own; and 
"that an officer who poffeffes himfelf, might 
" march fafely from one end of a province to an
",other, with only five companies of grenadiers, 
" where there are no regular troops. They ima
" gine at fir.ft, that they can fighr, and their in
" tentions are good till it comes to the point, 
"when every body gives way almoft before the 
" firing of a. platoon. 

" In writing this I have obeyed with pleafure, 
" as I have always done, your Excellency'S com

'" mands. 

Yo L. II. 
,17 

" I am, &c. 

T 

R. CLARKE." 

The 
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Laid be
fore the 
council, 
&c. 

The verbal account of this project being thus 
1757· reduced into form" it was laid, by Mr. PITT, be

A.D. 

fore the Lords of the cabinet; and the matter 
. thereof afterwards made the fubjeCl: of two nights 

converfation; Sir John Mordaunt and Major-Ge-
neral Conway examining; and almoft crofs-examin. 
ing Mr. Clerk, concerning every matter contained 

. therein, and a great deal more that the leuer led 
to, particularly abotlt laying a !hip to Fort Fau· 
ras r; about the proper artillery that would be 
nece£fary to attack Rochefort in form; and about 
the future deftination of the armament againft 
Port L'Orient, Bourdeaux, &c. in cafe either of 
fllccefs at Rochefort and Aix, or of the impracti
cability of its firft objeCt. 

The plan In thefe conferences or confllitations they not 
examined. 

only canvaffed Mr. Clerk's intelligence, and ex-
amined him clofely as an engineer, that had 

Pilot ex- been upon. the fipor, but they examined Jofeph amincd. 
Tierry, a French pilot, touching the pracricabi-
lity of an attempt upon Rochefort, Fouras, and 
the inc of Aix; who, in the prefence of Lord 
An ron, Sir Edward Hawke, Lieutenant-General 
Sir John iY,Iordaunt, Major-General Conway, Lo;d 
Holdernefs, Mr. Secretary Pitt, General Ligo
nier, ·Admiral Knowles, and Captain Clarke, ~e
elared,' That he ,was a French proteftant, and ~ad 
been a pilot twenty years, and upward, on the 
<oaft of France, and had ferved as firft pilot on 

. r See Major General Conw3Y's evidence on the trial of Six 
John Mordaunt~ 

board 
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board feveraI of ~he French King's !hips: that he A. D. 
1757-

had, bee~ twenty-two months on board the Mag-
nanime, and had brought that very !hip feveral 
,times into the road of the Ine d' Aix: that he was 
well acquainted how to go in and out of the 
{aid road: that the channel between the ifiands 
of Rhee and Oleron is three leagues proad, and 
that he had turned it in ,and out in the Magna
nime: that the !hoals, which are to be avoided, 
are near the land; and that the breakers could be 
feen at a confiderable diftance. He further [aid, 

· that the fuoal, called the Boiard, is not very dan-
· gerous ; becaufe the breakers !hew its fituation: 
that the entrance rnto the road of Aix.is not fo 

· difficult, as to require a pilot to bring in great 
; !hips; and, that there is good anchorage, both 
within the road and out at rea, in twelve and 
four~een fathom water, quite to Bayonne. 

Being interrogated particularly concerning the 
ine of Aix, Tierry declared, That the iOe of 4ix 

'. meafures about fix Englifh miles in circumfe~ 

· rence; that there was a kind of ,village, confifl:ing 
of about forty houfes or huts, with a battery of 
twenty - four or twenty - fix guns, . twenty - four 
pounders, but no fortification on the iOand: That 
the largeft ihips might come very near it; and 
that the Magnanime alone migh t dellroy the [aid 
battery in a very !hort time. 

Being examined in regard to the approaches 
that might b~ ~ade with our Thips and men agairift 
Rochefort, he anfwerecl, That though the river is 
very narrow, the largeft !hips could go up as far 

T 2 as 
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A.D. as Vergerot, two Englifh miles from the mouth 
I75i· cf the river: that men might be landed to the 

north of a battery called de Fourras, out of fight 
of the fort, on a meadow where the ground is 
firm and level, and within random iliot of the fhip 
guns: that from the landing place to Rocheforr~ 
is five Englifh t;niles; the road dry, and not tra· 
verfed or impeded by ditches or morafs: and that 
the city is almofr furrounded with a rampart; 
but that on both fides, in that place, which ends 
at the river, there is no wall, for the length of 
fixty paces; the inclofure being only a bar or pa. 
1ifade, and the ground, to come up to the palifade, 
not interfeCted by any foffe. 

This pilot added many more partictilars; and 
underwent a long and clofe examination for two 
hours together; throughout which he e11:ablifhed 
the faCts with a readinefs and prefence of mind, 
that few men in higher life are equal to', 

The aRual Their next confideration was to examine evi. 
force of 
France. dences, concerning the internal frrength, or the 

land force then aCtually in France, and where 11:il
tioned. For this purpofe, there was produced a 
memorial of the actual force of France by land, 
and the fervices, on which it was employed, in 
the year 1757. Mr. PITT informed the generals 
appointed for this expedition to the coaft of France, 
and met at Lord Holdernefie's haufe, that the 
memorial to be confidered did come through Lord 
Holderneffe's department, and had been intro-

b See Sir John M·ordaunt's trial, page 9, %9, &c. 

duced· 
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<luced by his Lordlhip at a meeting, where Sir 
John Mordaunt and Major-General Conway were 
prefent: that it was a paper on which much rc
liance was had by the King's fervantsJ as coming 
from one of their mofr confiderable correfpond
ence, to which they gave much credit. 

The memorial fets forth, " That the French 
" army, at the beginning of the prefent troubles, 
" confifred only of 157,347 men, not including 
" the militia and the invalids: and that it was 
" compofed in the 'following manner: 

" French foot ' 
" Artillery 
" Foreian foot o 

98,33~ 
4,100 

" King's houfhold horfe 
25,589 
3,210 

14,:520 

960 
7,680 

800 
2,IS8 

" French horfe 
" Foreign horfe 
" Dragoons 
" Huffars 
" Light troops 

• 

" That in the month of Auguft 1755, an aug-
. " mentation was made of four companies of forty. 

" five men each, j-.l every battalion of the King's 
" regiment; and of foyr companies of forty men 
"each, in every common battalion of French 
"foot, which made in all 29,620 men: and 
" that about the fame time there was an augmen
~' tation m~.de in the dragoons, which made up 

T 3 I ~' every 
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A. D. "every regiment four fquadrons of 640 men, , 
1757· "making in all 2560 men. That in the month 

" of December, of the fame year J 755, there 
" was alfo an augmentation made of ten men to 
"every company of horfe, in all 5560 men; 
"without reckoning the royal volunte~rs and 
" Fifcher's corps, which were alfo augmented; ac

"cording to the beft advices, with about 680 
" men, or thereabollt, the number not being ex
" amy ·known. So that thefe feveral augmenta
"tions amounted to 38,420 men; and conCe. 
" quently, that the French army did then amount 
" to 196,000 men, without reckoning the militia 
" and the invalids. They alfo had raifed two new 
" regiments in the county of Liege; but notwith~ 
" ftanding that, their regular troops were under 
" 200,000 men. 

" Of which the Wands of Minorca and Cor
"fica, with the colonies in America, take u~ 
" 25,000 men, at leaft: Three or four thoufand 
"men were embarked this fpring for differ
"ent Cervices in the two Indies. M. d'Etree's 
" army, if the regiments were complete, would 
" amount to 92,000 men; and M.Duke de Riche
" lieu's to 32,665; and 6 or 7000 men muft be 

"allowed for garrifons at Toulon, Marfeilles, 
" Cotte, Antibes, &c. for the protetl:ion of that 
" part of the coaft. 

" That according to this calculation there muft 
" be 160,000 regular troops empl<?yed, and no 
" more than about -4-0,000 men remain for all 
~.' the garrifons from Sedan to the frontiers of 

~' Swif. 
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" Swifferland; and aIfo for thofe of Roufillon and A. D. 

" Guilme, without fpeaking of Flanders and the '757, 

" coaft. 
"Then reckon about 20,000 placed from St. 

", Valery to Pergue, and there is all the reafon to 

" believe that there can be no more than 10,000 

" men itationed from St. Valery to Bourdeaux." 
The object being fixt, after a due enquiry into TI;cprepa-

. ratIOns tor 
the fituation and Hrength of the place, and of the this expe-

internal weaknefs of the coaft; the next itep was dition. 

for the miniller to provide a ftrength equal to the 
fervice, and to expedite the execution thereof with 
the greateft fecrefy and difpatch. 

The following fhips and commanders were im- In Ihips. 

mediately appointed for this expedition. 

Rates Guns Men Ships Commanders. 

1ft 100 870 Royal George Matt. Buckle 
2d 90,780 Ramillies James Hobbs 

770 Neptune J ames Galbraith 
75.0 Namur Peter Dennis 

84 770 Royal Willm. Witt. Taylor 
80 700 Barfleur Samuel Graves 
80 666 Prfs. Amelia Stephen Colby 
74 700 Magnanime Han. R. Howe 
74 700 Torbay Hon. A. Keppel 

600 Dublin Geo. B. Rodney 
70 520 Burford James Young 
64 500 Alcide J ames Douglas 
60 420 America Hon. In. Byron 

420 Achilles H.L.Barrington 
420 Medway Hon. Ch. Proby 
420 Dunk,lrk Robert Digby 

T4- 5th 
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Rates Guns Men Ships Commanders. 

5th 32 220 Southampton t J. Gilchrift 

6th· 28 200 Coventry Carr. Scrope 

Frigate 18 120 Cormorant Benj. Clive 
120 Poftillion William Cooper 
120 Beaver Edw. Garcoigne 

1'6 .80 Pelican James O'Hara 

14 80 Efcort Charles Inglifs 
Bomb 8 60 Firedrake Owen Edwards 

60 Infernal Jas. Me Kenzie 

Fire1hip 45 Pluto John Lindfey 
45 froferpine Franc;is Banks 

Bufs 6 45 Canterbury Tho. Lampriere 

t The SOllthampton having taken a frigate in the way 'to 
'Bafque road, was ordered to carry her prize into port, and 
by that means was prevented in the further executing of the 
orders of this expedition. The account of this engagement 

does honour to the Briti!h naval hiftory, as here defcribed by 
an eye witnefs. This French frigate of 26 guns and zoo 
picked men, being a prime failor, was fent out to watth the 
1110tion of our fleet; but falling in the calm, and not having 
equal number of boats to tow her, the Southampton came up 
with her; who at fidl: made a feint -of !heering off; Captain 
GiJchrill: was at breakfaft, and coaly ordered his men to break
faft alfo, making off, gave him time to prepare, and the 
Frenchman crowding all his fail, eagerly purfued; when the 
Southampton laring to, to receive him; never was tllere a 
more refolute engagement for twenty minutes, the officers of 

the French were all killed, two of them by the fame !hot of 
a blunderbufs, by Captain Gilchrift's own hand; the men 
fought each other with handfpokes; and when the French 
had fl:ruck, what remained were fo able (eamen, that they 
derided the mean appearance of ours, though their conquerors. 
The Southampton received fo much damage in this aaion, 
that {he was obliged to return to England to repair. 

45 Medway 
4 
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45 Medway Charles Lucas 
iOO Thetis t" John Mo'\.may 

Hunter cutter" 
Hof. fhip 2,2. 
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This mof!: refpeB:able fleet was committed to Admirals. 

the care of Admiral Knowles of the red divifion, 
Admiral ~awke of the blue divifion, and Admi-
ral Broderick of the white divifion: in which com-
million Admiral Hawke bore the chief comman~ 
at fea. 

The land forces were alfo appointed and order- Land 

ed to rendezvous on the HIe of Wight, and con- army • 

.fifted of, 

Ten battalions of 700 each complete 
Two battalions of marines, viz. Ef

fingham's and Stewart's, 700 each 
One troop of Light Horfe 

7900 men 

1400 

60 

8460 

This army was fupported by the following train Artillery. 

of artillery: 

Ordnance heavy Proportion 
, Brafs mounted on travelling) d 6' . . l24poun ers--

carnages, compleated WlthS 
Limbers, &c. 12 - 4-

, Ordnance light 
Brafs mounted on travelling} 

carriages, with Limbers, 
ammunition boxes and 
eIe~ating fcrews. 

6 pounders - 10 

3 6 

, u There was ;1[0 the Jafon, a 40 gun iliip, employed as a 

tranfport for the Buffs,' And the Chefterfield maa of war to 
repeat ligna1s. 

Howitzers 
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Howitzers 

Mortars on their beclil 

5 ~ Inches - 2 

f
lO Inches - 2 

8- -- 2 
4 ~ cohorns - 20 

N B. The artillery carried 100 ton of gun-
powder, and each regiment carried I,IOOlb. 
ditto. In which fervice there were em
ployed 40 horfes. 

For the conveyance of thefe troops, &c. there 
were hired 55 tranfports, making in all 15,000, 

contraCted for five months certain, viz. from 

20 Auguft 1757 to the 20th of July I 7 5~, at 
the rate of 13 s per ton; with an exception to 
their going either to America, Africa or the Eaft 
Indies. Each tranfport was obliged to have 500 

fathom of cable w. 

Every thing being thu3 difpatched with the 
greateft expedition, the men of war well manned 
and ready to fail upon the firft notice; the land 
forces rendezvous. on the We of Wight, and the 
tranfports all taken up: his Majefty . appointed 
Sir John Mordaunt, Knight of the Bath, com
mander in chief over the land forces, to be em
ployed ill the fecret expedition; and gave him the 
following INSTRUCTIONS, for his better difcharge 
of that great and important truft. 

G E 0 R G E, R. 
Secret i;J- 1ft. you fnal! immediately upon the receipt 
ftruftions of thefe inftruCtions repair to the me 
to Sor John . ' 
Mordaunt. of WIght, where we have appointed {hips to con-

w It appears by the books of the admiralty that this was 
the fineft fleet, \\ith the heaviell: weight of metal and beft 
found, that ever failed from the Eritifu nation; 

vey 
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vey YOll, and the forces under your command, to A. D. 
the coaft of France; and fo foon as the faid forces 1757· 

fuaJI be embarked, you fhall accordingly proceed, 
without lofs of time, under convoy of a fquadron 
of our {hips of war, commanded by our trufty 

,and well-beloved Sir Edward Hawke, Knight of 
the Bath, admiral of, the blue fquadron of our 
fleet; whom we have appointed commander' in 
chief of our !hips to be employed in this expedi
tion; the faid admiral, or the commander in chief 
of our faid !hips for the time being, being in
ftruCted to co-operate with YOll, and to be aidz:ng 
and a.f1tjling in all fuch enrerprizes, as, by thefe 
our inftruCtions, you !hall be directed to under
take for our fervice. 

2d. Whereas we have determined, with the 
bleffing of God, to profec'ute the j~ft war in which 
we are engaged againft the French King, with the 
lltmoft vigo~r; and it being highly expedient, 
and of urgent neceffity, to make fome expedition, 
that may caufe a diverfion, and engage the enemy 
to employ in their own defence, a confiderable 
part of their forces, deftined to invade and op
prefs the liberty of the empire, and to fubvert 
the independency of Europe; and, if poffible, to 
make fame effeCtual impreffion on the enemy, 

.. which, by dlfturbing and !haking the credit of 
their public loans, impairing the ftrength and re
fources of their navy" as well as difconcerting, 
an-d, in part, fruO:rating their dangerous and ex
tenfive operations of .war, may refleCl: -luftre on , 
our arms, and add life and ftrength to the com-

mon 
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man callfe; and whe{eas we are perfuaded, that 
nothing, in the prefent fiwation of affairs, can 
fa 'fpeedily and effectually annoy and diO:refs 
France, as a fuccefsful enterprize againO: Roche
fort; our will and pleafure is, That you do at· 
tempt as far as it Jhall be found praaicable, a de· 
{cent, with the forces under your command, on , , 

the Frenth coaft, at or near Rochefort, in order 
to attack, if practicable, and by a vigorous im
premon, force that place; and to burn and de
firoy, to the urmofl: of your power, all docks, 
magazines, arfenals, and iliipping, that fhall be 
found there, and exert fuch other efforts, as you 
iliall judge moft proper for annoying the enemy. 

3d. After the attempt on Rochefort fhall either 
have fucceeded or failed; and in cafe the circum
frances of our forces and fleet flull, with profpeCl: 
of fuccefs, ftill admit of further operations, you 
are next to confider Port L'Orient and Bourdeaux, 
as the moO: important objects of OLlr arms, on 
the coaft of France; and our will and pleafure is, 
That you do proceed fucceffively to an attempt on 
both, or either of thofe places~ as iliall be judged 
pracr;cable; or on any other place that fhall be 
tbought mort advifeable, from Bourdeaux home
ward to Havre, in order to carry and fpread, 
with as much rapidity as may be, a warm alarm 
along the maritim~ provinces of France. 

4th. In cafe, by the bleffing of God upon our 
arms, you £hall make yourfelf maO:er of any place 
on the coaft of France, our will and pleafure is, 
That' you do not keep poifeffion thereof; but 

that, 
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that, after demoliihing and deftroyi:ng, as far as 

may be, all works, defences, magazines, arfenals, 

ihipping, and naval £lores, you do proceed, {uc

ceffively, on the ulterior part of this expedition, 

according as any of them jhal! be judgld ad(1)ifeable, 
and may be performed within fneh time as iha:ll 

be confi£lent with your return, with the tr.oops' 
under your command, ' fa as to be in' England at, 
or about, or as near as may be the'latter end of 
September, unlefs the circumftances of our forces 
and fleet !hall neceffarily require I their retur.n 

fooner; and you are to land the troops at Port:f

mouth, or fuch other of our pons, as the exigency 
of the cafe may fugge£l. 

5th. Whereas it is neceffary, that, upon certain 

occafions, you !hould have the affiftahceof a 
council of war, we have thought fit 'to appoint 
fuch a council, which 'fhall conGft of four of our 
princ:i-pal land officers, and of an equal number 
of our principal fea commanders, including the 

commanders in chief of our land and fea forces, 
(except in cafes happening at land, relating to 

the carrying on any military operations, to be 

performed by our land forces only, in which cafes 
you may call a council'of war, confifting of fuch 

officers of our land forces as you !hall think pro~ 

per) and all fuch land and fea officers, in the fe~ 
veral cafes before~mentioned, are hereby refpec

tively directed, from titTle to time, to be aiding 
and affifting with their advice, fo often -as they 

flull be called together by you, or by the com~ 

mander in chief of our fquadron for that p~r
pofe; and in all fuch councils of war, whell 

, affembled; 

- I gOl 

A.D. 
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alfembled, the majority of voices fhall determille 
the· refolutions thereof; and, in cafe the voices 
fhall happen to be equal, the prefident iliall have 
the cafting vote. 

6th. And whereas the fuccefs of this expedition _ 
will very much depend upon an entire good un
derftanding between our land and rea officers, we
do hereby ftriCUy enjoin and require you, on your 
part, to maintain and cultivate [uch gOQd under-

'ftanding and agreement; and to order, that the 
foldiers under your command, fhould man the 
fhips 'where there fhall be occ.afion for them,- and 
when they can be fpared from the land fervice; 
as the commander in chief of our fquadron is 
inftruB:ed, on his part, to entertain and cultivate 
the fame good underftanding and qgreement; and 
to order the failors and marines, and alfo the fol
'diers, ferving as a part of the complements of 
our fhips, to ailift our land forces·, if judged ex
pedient, by taking poft on {hore, maqning batte
ries, covering the boats, fecuring the fafe re-em
barkation of the troops, and fuch other fervices 
at land as may be confiftent with the fafety of our 
fleet: and in order to eftablifil the ftriCteft union 
that may be between you, and the commander in 
chief. of our ihips, you are hereby required. to 
communicate thefe inftruCtions to him; and he 
will be directed to communicate thofe he {hall , 
receive, to you. 

7th• You {hall, from time to time, and as YO\1 
ihall have opportunity, fend confrant accounts of 
your proceedings, in the execution of thefe our 

I inftruCtions, 
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inftruCl:ions, to one of our pri~cjpal fecretariei 
of frate, from whom you will receive fuch further 
orders and dir~aions as we may think proper to 
give you. 

G. R. 

But, though both the fovereign and the mini- Its mifcar

fter did aU in their power to carry this falutary ~~~~~ fOl-e

meafure into execution, with the utmoft aCtivity, -
and the whole nation fed their expectations with 
the hopes of fuccefs, it was obferved that a certain 
fet of men, not famous for their extenfive know-
ledge, did even long before the fquadron failed, de-
clare publicly, and offer any wager, thatwherefoever 
was its c;leftinarion, nothing would be done by it. 
Mankind were aftoniihed at the boIdnefs with 
-which this was pronounced. They proceeded fo 
far as to draw from this boldnefs, a very ill omen 
of the fuccefs. The perfons who thus pronounced 
with fa much boldnefs, were the fame, who by, 
their private intrigues and cabals, had, a few 
months before, thrown the affairs of the King 
and kingdorri into fo much confllfion. For, as an 
~ngenious writer and obferver of thofe times, re-
marks~ "The " envy of [orne, 'who oppofe the 
" prefent minifter's rife to power, are likely to be 
" carried to fuch lengths as fecretly to thwart and 
" cotmtermine his operations x, and bIaft the ex-
" pedition." 

x See the expedition againfi Rochefort fully fiated and can-
- JiJued, &c. 'p'. 6, 7. ' 

The 
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A. D. The firft notorious appearance of countermin;. 
1757· ing ,the operations, and, blafting' this expeditiOm, 

°b b!l:h2cles was the delay of the tranfport!t; of which Sir y t e , 
tranfports. John Mordaunt, in a letter Y to Mr. Secretary 

PITT, compJains.-On my arrival here, fays Sir. 
John, laft monday, I was difappointed in finding 
none of the tranfporrswere come; round, and 
more fo, in that I had ,not yet been able to hear 
any pofitiveaccount of them. By. another letter z 

the commander in chief opens fuch a light into 
this caufe of delay, in the tranfport fervice, as 
impeaches the underfiaoding or bad intention of 
thofe, ~hat made or were entrufted to make the 
contract fo~ the !hipping to tranfport the army: 
for he had found, " That the tranfports were not 
<, fufficient for the number of troops a." The 
Lords of the Admiralty were made. acquainted 
with this grievance by. letters from Sir John Mor
daunt, to Thomas Orby Hunter and Gilbert 
Elliot, Efqrs. Lords. Commiffioners of the Admi
ralty, then at Portfmouth, and from Sir Edward 
Hawke to the navy board .. 

This, with fome other accide'ntal delays, t~at 
happened, for a fortnight, and afterwards the 
winds falling contrary, the tranfports did not get 
round to Cowes on the Ifle of Wight, till t~e 4th of 

Y Dated II Auguft 1757. 
:z From Sir John Mordaunt, to Mr. Secretary PITT, dated 

20 Auguil:, Newport in the Hle of Wight. 
" a Mr. Thames, who has long been and now is agent for 

" the tranfports, carne here the 7th from Portfmouth, on 
" purpofe to inform me, The number of tranfports were not 
., fufficient for the number of troops." But this was only 
wafting time; for Mr. Thwes was miftaken. 

September; 



September; which fe~fon was too far advanced to / A. D.' 
promife any great matters ·:from almoftany expe- L75?· 

dition' by rea. Suchan armament .larmed. all 
Europe; but :more efpeci·ally the French at its 
firft appointment, anditsdeftinatioh was rumour-
ed -to beagainft their' Weft Indian colonies, or to 
the South 'of France, and againft their Mediter-
t,anean conqueft. But the kno'wledge of the 
exception mentioned in the tranfpa,rt contraCl:, and 
'the time, for which they. were hir\d, being got 
abroad; the French very rationally concluded that 
fome part of their 1hore, in the Channel or in the 
Bay, muft be the object of this expedition; and 
the procrafiination of fix week~, which were fpent 
by the troops encamped in the Ine of Wight; 
confirmed that opinion more and more, and gave 
them time, had they embraced it, to prepare for a 
vigorous defence againft an invafion. 

On the 5th of Sept. Mr. PITT wrote to Sir 
John Mordaunt and ·to Sir Edward Hawke, put
ting them in mind, "That the wind had been fair 
for the tranfports ever fince friday morning, and, 
informing them, That his Majefly expected with 
impatience, to hear that the troops were embark- , 
ed: and, if by any delay, the embarkation 
1houicf not be completed, on -the receipt of his 
letter, that it was the King's pleafure, that the 
moil: 'particular diligence might be employed in 
getting' -the troops on board, and pr'oceeding with
'out the lofs of a moment, to the execution of their 
orders and inftructions with regard to the expedi
tion under their care." 

VOL. II. U The 
17 
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A. D. .The ell1bar~ation alfo took up fome extraordi-
1757· nary [ime~ on account, as Sir John writes ~ to 

!~i~~:bark- Mr. PITT, " T~lat th.ey were obli.ge~ to march 
the troops and baggage five miles to the place of 
embarka,{ion, and that they were then forced to 
put the men in frnall boats" in which they were 
yawed above a mile, before they could embark in 
the tranfports."-But why the embarkatiQQ was 
obliged to be put under thefe unfavourable dr
cumftances does not· appear: yet it is certain that 
it was not owing to any negleCl: or inactivity of 

Sir John 
Mor
daunt's 
dotlbts. 

, the minifter. 
Sir John Mordaunt, during his flay at the 1t1e 

of Wight, fiarted a doubt relative to the fervice 
l1e was going upon, which in fome meafure feerns 

'to account for the failure of this expcdition
" Having, fays Sir John, finee my arrival here 
"converfed with Sir Edward Hawke and Vice 
"Admi.ral Knowles, who both fe,em to be of 
"opinion, that it is paffible, frot1'1 the nature of 
" the navigation to Rochefort, the fleet may be 
"detained even in fight of the co aft of France, 
" for a week or ten days, without being able to 

" get into the road, or off the IOe of Aix~ dur
" ing which time all alarm will neceifarily be given 
"in thofe parts; this conjunCture and fituation, 
&, if it Should happen, app::'ars to me fo v~ry de
s, licate, and egually to the other oflic~rs on the 
" expedition, who may, by accident be the firft 
" in command, come to be under the. fame dim-

, 'I 

l> On the 6th of September 1757. 

~1: c.olty 
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"culty Cine fuccefs of our undertaking dependingt A. D. 
~~ as I.-apprehend, on the fudd~Mefs of its exectJ- 1757· 

" tion) that I {bould be glad., if it is thought 

"proper, to have a direCtion, how I am to act 
" in that cafe."--

; The ftarting of fuch an opinion at this juncture Anfwered. 

and diftance of time, after eiVery point had been 
well debated by, or in the prefence of, this Gene-
ral arid the other officers, at feveral conferences 
and councils. held on this fubjeB: by tlJ.e minifters 
of flate, conveyed no advantageous idea of fu-
ture fuccefs; or rather it indicated a fertility of in-
vention how to exculpate a. mifcarriage~ and to 
find out fume incident, on which it might be 
~rown, in cafe of a failure .. 
: Mr. PITl'~ in anfwer to this cafe, as ftated 
by ·Sir John, fays no moreJ but that, "I am 
~' commanded thereupon, by the King, to lignify 
" to you his Majefty's pleafure, tbat you or fuch 
" other officer, on whom the command may de", 
"volve, do, in conformity. to the latitude given 
" by his .. Majdl:y's infiructions, judge of the prac
" ticability·of the fervice, on the fpot, according 
"as contingent events, and particular circum
" dances may require: the King judging it highly 
~'.prejudicial to the good of his fervlCe to give 
." particular orders and direetions with regard to 

" pemble contingent cafes, that may arile." By 
wbich it pret~yplainly appears, lilat his Majefty 
was not vert well pleait:d, with fuch after:. 
doubts, that feemed to be railed by way of dif
couragement, and to prepare him for a failure, 

U 2 that 
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A. D. that did happen, and was juftified chiefly upon 
1757· the pofture of defence, into which the enemy 

.' might put themfelves from the time the EngIifh 
fleet appeared on their coaft. 

, Befides; this doubt or opinion had been effec
tually refolved by Sir John Ligonier, in his ob
fervations or hints, read at a cabinet council and 
ddivered to Sir John Mordaunt, at his own de-

Sir John fire. For that brave, experienced general and 
Ligonier's d' h" f f II h" M" Il,' £ letter, ex. cornman er 1fi c Ie 0 a IS aJell,Y s lorees 
Phlai?iftng ' in Great Britain, willing to remove all doubts and 
t e In rue- . 
tions. to clear up all difficulties in the executiu,' of his 

Majefty's inftruaions for the land fervice~ obferv
ed-" ,That there is a chance in the be.ft-coru:erJ:ed 
" military enterprizes, which every man of~long 
" fervice muft have e~perienced; what1harethen 
" muft be left to fQrtune in an expedition, where 
" neither the country,- nor the number of troops, 
" you are to aa a~irift, is known with any pre-
" cilion. ' ' 

" The capacity of the generalsl may; fupply the 
"want of intelligence: but to give them any 
" pofitive plan, or rule of aaio.n, under fuch cir~ 
" cumftances, I apprehend would, be abfurd., 

" If I am rightly informed, the great point his 
" Majefty has in view, by this expedition, and 
" the alarming the coafts of France, is the hopes 
" of making a powerfui diverfion in favour of 
" his Royal Highnefs the Duke, as well as the 
" King of Pruffia, who defires and preffes much 
" this very meafure. 

" In 
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" In the execution of ~his general plan, a pro- A. D. 

" jed of giving a mortal blow to the naval po~er 1757· 

" of France is in his Majefty's thoughts, by at
"tacking and deftroying, if pomble, the dock, 
" !hipping, and naval ftores at Rochefort. 

" A plan of that place given by one of his 
... , Majefty's engineers, who was there in I 7 5~, 
"feems to encourage the attempt; and it muft 
" be owned, that without fuch authority it could 
" hardly be believed, that a place of that great 
" importance could be left in fo defencelefs a con
" dition. 

" I n all doubtful dangerous military attempts, 
"the advantages, that may accrue from fuccefs, 
"ough.t to be weighed againft the damage and 
" misfortunes, that may be the 'confequences of 
." a iepulfe, and that well confidered, may in pru
" dence determine the choice. 

" If an attempt is to be made upon Rochefort, 
" it will be the part of the admiral to know the 
" coafts, to bring the troops to the neareft place, 
" to cover tlieir landing by the difpofition of his 
" fhips, and to deft roy any barbet batteries, which 
," the enemy may have upon. the fhore; frill re~ 
" membring, that if the troops are landed at t00 
" great 'a diftance from the place, the defign will 
" become dangerous, and probably impracticable. 

" SUppoflOg the Jroops landed, it muft be left 
" to the confideration of the generals,' whether 
" they fhould not march with the proper precau
"tions, directly to Rochefort, to prevent any 
" fuccours being thrown into the place, at the 

U 3 "fame 
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" fame dme, that the marines fuould· be employed 
," in making a g~d .elltrenchmen·t for ~he fecuricy 
" of .the fi:ores to be landed from ~irne co time, at 
" well as of a retreat in <:afe of nec~ffity. 

" Weare told, the country in the neighbour~ 

~. hOod is low and m'llrlhy; that circumftance 
" might be of ,great advantage in this undertak .. 
" ing, becaufe in that cafe troops ,cannot march 
" by overtures dans liZ c.ampagne, . but muft fol1o~ 
" the dyl~es,. or cawfeys,. which may be eafily de
" fended by coupure: s., or redoubts . 

." A fafe and well fecured communication be .. 
J' tWfen the camp and tke {ea. from whe:na: you 
~c are to receive your fupplies of all kinds, is abo 
" folutely neceffary ; tb~ whole depends upon it: 
" -But this being done, I fhould not be much 
", in pain for the fafetyof the tfOOps, all inferior 
" number dares not approach you, a1ld (Jne fupe. 
,. rior will not be eafilyaffbnbled without your 
'" knowing it; and, at ,all ev,en<s, yOU, have fe--
U cured a retreat to the ihips. c', 

" I would adviCe to procure guidtls upon the fpot., 
'" and paying them -greatly when faithful; there 
.c:~ are numbers of proteftants in that province, 
~, that willi you well, ~ wou}4 be gliluto go on 
".board with you. 

" As for a CD-Up de main. it may, perhJlpi, fuc
" ceed heft at your coming up, as the enemy may 
" be in great hurry, furprize, and confterrultien 
~, at fuch an unexpeCted vifir, and not h4ving had 
'( time to make his difpofitions; but if that is not 
4' thought proper, it may fucceed as well afrer 

" the 
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c& the place »as been' th,or-oughly fec-onnqitred, A: D, 

"and Yol:1 have fixedth~ fpots,'wh~r¢ YO\l ddign ~757' 
" to direCt your greateft efforts, and if the epemy 
" fee anf prepar~tions Je~ a regular ;1t~ack, ~hey 
" will lefs· fufpeCi: a c.oup de main. 

" Berg~n-op-Zoom was taken bY,a fOUp de mqin, 
'" after a long fiege. 

" St. Philip's was, tl}l~en ,by fcaling ladd~rs and 
" a coup de main, though the garrifonwas'30oo 
" ftron~ after a liege of 6fty.fix days. 
. ,,' The.'neceffity of ,cliv,\ding afmall garJ;'ifo~rin 

" a place· of fuch circumference, as Rocheforc., 
"'. may facilitate th,e fucceCs pfa bold attempt." 

'Thus pro.vided and: inftruB:ed, the expedition Expeditiol\ 

fleet failed: from Portfmouth \ being firft joined fleet f.ils. 

'by~the tranfports. ' A letter was delivered, by the 
agent. of, thofe fhips, to each of theirma!l:ers, 
with rendezvous at Torbay, no~ to be opened in 
'cafe of reparation till they-came to weftward of 
:Scilly Inands: and fuch care was t~ken 'by the The cue 

admiral, be.fore night came on, that Uoaps, ten-;- !~;e:d~~. 
·clers and men of war, were fiationed on each fide, ral. 

almoft in form of an oCtagon, with dIe admiral 
aqd' tranfpofts in the 'ce:ntre~ as crouding under 
bis wings for .prou;CliQn, a,gainfi' any' danger or 
haza.rd of the enemy. 

The advanced feafon was, befor~ this fleet could 
put to fe'll, not the 6nly difadvantage; its courfe How dC!-

, to the pla~e of .its dc:~in.adon was greatly delayed ~h~e~o~~~!S 
with c;ontrary winds, £og$ ,and c~lms; It was the 

." On the 8th of-September 1757. 
U 4 20th 



312 THE GENERAL HISTORY or 

A ... D. 2oth.dayof September,aoout one o'clock, when' 
liS}' they arrived on thecoaft near the IOe of Ole. 

and arrives . . ., 
on the ron c. .. . 

~~~ft~h -tn their paffage Captain Proby fpQke with a 
Dutchman from Nannes to Dart, who told him 
"that the French expeCl:ed to be attacked at Ro
" chelle, or St. Martin's, by the Englifh, and 
" that :an embargo was laid on all the fbipping in 
" Ftance.'~ 

Row con- On the·2 1ft, at [eve[~ o'clock, Admiral Knowles, 
:hueaF~e~~h who ·had the comtnandofthe firit divifion, made 
coaft. towards the land, with full fail. At eleven a gun 

was fired :by Admiral Hawke, and anfwered !by 
Admir~l Knowles, who [oon after tackeq and bore 
oowll, as if to fpeak with Admiral Hawke. The 
captaihof the admiral's fhip hoifted the bloody 
flag, or flag of defiance, on the fore~top-ma~. 

e . After ·~he trfl:n(ports 4ad been taken up, and; the trqops 
af[e~bled ~ear two months; we fiJ-iled, fays Sir John ¥or
daunt, in HI DifmCf, the Sth of September; ahd the alarm 
was give\1'onthe 20th, in the neighbourhood of Rochefort; by 
the arrival of our long expetl:ed fleet (for.Captain Clevland, 

on the 17th of Augull, hadfpokc; w.ith a DJltch convoy from 
Rochelle, apd, was informed by the firll lieutenant of aman 
of w~r, ~hatcame on board of him, that the French expelled 
the Engt1!h at Rochelle) and; : t'ontinues he, from the zoth it 
mull have been at leall eight days before we could have come 

to Rochefort, nor .could kee fuppofed, but that after fo long 
notice of an enemy's approach; the town would be put in a 
good condition of defence~ .. . 

N. B. At four o'clo~",' P. M.' they efpied land a-head call 
{outh-eall feven leagues: And at eight at night 'they {awl 
light"houfe and guns fire from tlte French coaft; 225 betwcell 
nafh and ref'Qrt, or abo\l~ UJre~ leaguesdili.nt. _,' . 

head, 



hea:dl at half an hour paft eleven: ,then Admiral
Knowles feemed to wear, as if going into the 
road. But Admiral Hawke lhortned fail about 
two o~clock, keeping no more than, his top-fails, 
and, fore-fray-fails clofe in wind, and fhortly af-
ter lay too. Admiral Knowles, making full fail, 
all the land officers expeEtedto land that night: at 
eight o'clock, the foldiersprovifion, arms' and 
-ammunition being ppt up ready; but he, about 

feven. P. M. making a 'tack, and firing" again, 
,thetranfports came to anchor near the me of 
Rhee. 

A. D. 

O'n the '2'2d~ at f~ven in the morning, fignal' to Al'rives in 
, 1 h ' 1 .J- h ' f" 'h d h' Barque 'WClg anc lOr, anu t e men 0 war a t elr Road. 

hammocks' up, and tail,s - crouded, ready to en
,gage. - The fleet failoed into a fine bay, called 
Rade de Pafque, 1?etween the iOands of IUee and 
Oleron. Everyone was in expeetation, that the 
f{rft divifion would prefently have cleared all ob
fi'acres, and that an attempt to landw~uld cer
tainly be made, that night. But the fleet was no 
foom:~ come into the ~entre of that fine bay, 
where 500 !hips might ride fafely, than a fignal 
,:wa~ given to an~hor at nine o'clock in the morn
ing: and fo continued all the refr of the day, and 
the next night. ' 
. 'Thus it was the '23d of September before they 

came to atl:ion; which delay, as it gave great 
:;1nxiety to the men on board, and has been re
lated wi'th feveral aggravating circumfrancesalhore; 
the-readerwou1d -do well.to fufpend his judgment, 
till he has confidered the evidence given by Ad
, • c.' mil'al 
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il\iraJ.Knowles, on this ~particular charge- againft 
Si.~ John Mordaunt d~, " . ' • In 
" tl, ~.J!ion, What occafioned the fleet not comitig into the 

,r.oad 'fooner than the z3d. feeing they made the coa(\ on the 
:zoth t. ' 
" An/wer, He will giveyoll the beft account he can, withom, 
}lis log-book and journal; but, for want of tbem, cannot be 
<particular as to the hours.-":"'In t~e morning, of the zoth, Sir 
Edward fl:iwkli gave him the following orders, viz. 

, ,~G" By S1r Edward Hawke, Knight of the Bath, A~. 
:/! ·".mi.al of the blue .fquadron of IHs Majefty\ 

" fleet,' &c . 

... If in tlanding in between the in.es of Rru; and Oleron, I 
.. {hall find the willds and weather will permit of proteediDg 
.. to Bafque road, .and attacking the ille of Aix, I will hoill a 
' .. red' flag on the flag.ilaIF, at the {oretop.gallantmaft.head, 
" anc! fire three guns; then you are hllreby required and di • 
.. 1eEted, without loCs of tillie, to ftand in as near to the faid 
_" Ifle of AiK, as the pilo~s will carry you,withAIJ, or as many 
.. Qf .the /hips of your divifion. as you fhall think fuflicient for 
4' that fervice, and batter it,' till fuch time, as the garrifan 
~. fhalleith~r furrender, ~r abandon it. In either cafe you 

' .. ;' are to hmd a number ofm~n {ufficient'to~dernolilh it with 
" all pofiible difpatch, fending me the earliet1: intelli&eoce of 
•• your procc:edings. For which this fhall be your order. 

' .. Given under my hand on board his Majelty's fhip Ra • 
.. miliesat fila this' zoth of Sept. '7,7, , 

ED. lIAWKE . 
... To Charles Koowles, Erq; Vice

:,;' Admiral of the red [quadron of 
his Majefty's fleet. 

" By command of the admiral. ].HA¥." 

The fignal being given, the deponent, abOudioon, took 
his leave of- Sir. Edward Hawke, and ma<J. fail with his divi

UOD, 
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In the morning of the 23d, it being a calm. A. D. 

and at '<l:~chor 10 fight.:afthe iOe 9f A" ix, and fo 17,7' 
near The con

quell: of 
the Ille of 

lion. The Medway, which was a-head by Sir Edward's or- Aix. 

der to look out for the land; about two or three o'clock, as 
lIear as he can remember,. made a fignal for feeing the land; 
very foon after, the deponent faw it himfelf: As his own {hip. 
and thofe of his divifion.. were ordered to prepare for the at-
lack, the lieutenant, or' the captain. came to acquaint him, 
the /hip was clear and ready for aCtion; this was about four 
o'clock, the wind at that time. and to the beft of his remem-
pranc;e the whole day, was about north-eaft. As h8 looked 
upon a fuip cleared, and in order for battle, to be a very en
tertaining .fight, he defired Major-General Conway to. go 
down to fee his {hip between decks:. While they were view-
ing her, one of his lieutenants came down, fent by the cap·-
~ain, tD acquaint him, Captain Keppel hailed the {hip, and 
tqld them, there was a'Frs:nch man of war fianding in for 

. the fleet; for fome iliort f pace of time the deponent took no 
notice of it, thinking it impoffible,. the fleet {hould not fee 
her; a fecond meJfage was fent him down to the fame pur
pofe, he·then immediately went upon deck with General Con
way" and was {hewn her by his captain, when with their 
glalfes they plainly difcovered her to be a two-decked I !hip; 
fhe foon made a private .lignal, by hoifting a jack at her mi-
2en.topmaft-head; the deponent was in doubt, whether to 
make a lignal to any of his divifion to chace, being ordered 
on a' different fervice, which he took notice of. to Major.Ge. 
neral Conway, and to his captain; he judges, he was then at 
Ie aft five mi!es a,head of Sir Edward Hawke, and ~he ~ne
my's ihip much nearer tQ him, and his divifion, than they 
were to Sir Edward Hawke and the refl: . of the fleet l 
and he plainly faw, if fome of his divifion did not chafe 
her, none of the others could poffibly fee her, fa as to. 

chafl( her, when night came on. The Magnanime was then 
about two miles to leeward of them, on which he threw ouCc 
her lignal to chace, and hailed Captain Keppel in the Tor~ 
bay. and dire~ed him to chace alfo; obferviog, at tbe famo 

time~ 
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near to the French, coaft, , that they could fee the 
French ,colours ,hoifted on'the caftle, 'and every 

body 

time, to ~ajor. General Conway and his' captain, that if. Sir 
Edward Hawke did not approve of what he had done, he 
would certainly call them in again; but, infiead of that, Sir 

, Edward threw out their fignals to chace, by way of confirm. 

ing what he had done; and in addition, made the Royal 

William's fignal alfo, belonging to his divifion; two mote fig
nals for fhips in the rell: of the fleet were thrown' ont after
wards, and very foon re~alled. Early the next day in the 
morning. Sir Edward Hawkefent the deponent'the fol. 
lowing order, to take under his command three other lbips in 
the room of thofe three fhips that were detached to cha~, 
viz. 

" Dublin, 
" Burford, 
" Achilles, 

" By Sir Edward Hawke, Knight of the 
" Bath, Admiral of the blue f~uadron 
.' of his Majefty's fleet. " 

" You are hereby required and direfudto 
" take under your command the fbips named 
" in the margin; the captains of which have 

-" my orders to fo1l6w your direCtions; and 
.~ proc~ed, without a moment's 10Cs of time, 
." to put in execution the orders you received 
" from me yefterday. For which this thaIl be 
" your order. 

, 
" Given under my hand on board his Majetly's fuip Ra. 

" milies, at fea, this Z I ll: of Sept. 1757. -

ED. HAWKE. 
" To Charles Knowles, Efq; Vice

" Admiral of the Red Squadron 
" of his Majefty's fleet. 

" By command of the admiral. j .. HAY." 

, In, ~bedience to that order, the deponent proceeded with 
hIS dmfion wit,h all the fail they could carry, to get in, and 

make, 
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body, in a hurry preparing for defence, and boats 
~arry:in.g men into the garrifon of Aix from th(: 

> -, coaft ; 

make; -what land it was; he judges it was about nine o'clock, 
when they were got within about two miles of the land, in 
~leven fathoms water, vety hazy thick weather, fo a~ his pilot 
d~fired, the fhip ~ight be tacked and laid with the head oft· 
till it cleared, fo as he could fee his marks. Whilft he was 
laying to, he made a fignal for the captains of his divifion, 
and ordered them to fend for their pilots, no two of whom 
agreed, what land it was; their feveral examinations he took 
down, and immediately fent them to Sir Edward Hawke, 
who, by that ti~e, was advanced nearer to him by two or 
three miles than he was bef?re, as he the deponent laid with 
his head off fhore. In his letter to Sir Edward he acquainted 
him~ that not on~ of the pilots would even take charge tl) 
lead in with a twenty gun fhip ; if they ,would, his divifion 
fhould have followed her., Soon after his boat went away, he 
made a lignal for fpeaking with the admiral, feeing he conti
nued under fail, and did not fiop Ito take up the boat. At 
the fame time he made fail with his divilion towards him, llnd 
by about twelve joined him; when the deponent got on board 
him, he was furprized to fee Mr. Keppel on board, and alfo 
to find the Magnanime and Royal William had joined him 
,again, which the thick weather had preVented the deponent'. 
knowjng. Sir Edward ~awke, upon the deponent's acquaint
'jng him with what had happened, (for he thinks he got on 
board, before his letter) immediately fent for the pilot of the 
Magnanime; at the fame time telling the deponent, he judged, 
what was the matter when he faw him bring to, for his pilot 
had refufed carrying his fhip in: When the pilot of the Mag
nanime came on board, he immediately told them, what land 
it was; and after offering to carry the fleet in, returned on 
board his own fhip, and led the deponent's diviliQn in, the 
admiral and the reft of the fleet foliawing. The wind was 

'pretty frelh all this day, till towards the evening, when about 
fix o'clotk the tide of flood being fpent, th~Magnanime 

• made 
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A; D. coatP; about ten o'HockAdmiral Knowfes; in 
1757' the Neptune.of 90 guns, and his whott diVi6otJ~ 

Ships or-' B fl 8 A . 6 dered on vi~. Magnanime 74, ar eur 0, menca 4, 
the fervice. Alcide 74, Burford 74, Royal William 90, weighed 

and made full fail towards the front,o(thegar .. 
rifon. Captain Howe . led on the il:arboard tack, 
and the America the larboard. Many guns fired 
from the me of Oleron;at two of our fmaIl veffets 
feeming to recononitre -that fuare. 

The fort Half an hour paft twelve, the fid~ gun fired 
~;~i~s the from the garrifon at our {hips, a fmall batter, 

alfo at the weft corner of the Hland fired at the 
J afon, who had the regiment of buffs in boats 
ready to land, but the balls fellfuort of them j
vail: crouds. of people appear on the French 
coafis. 

made the lignal to anchor; they were then in the moutb of 
the Pertuis of Antioche: about eight o'c1o~k Sir Edward 
Hawke made the ftgnal for the fleet to anchor, and they 
continu~d working in, and anchored, as they came inco pro. 
per births all night.-Early in tbtl. morning of the ud the 
Magnanime made the lignal, when the deFonent weigbed 
with hii divifion. and Sir Edward Hawke and the rell of tbe 
fleet weighed alfo : About eleven o'clock it falling calor, tbe 
tignal was again made tQ anchor; about two or three a {mall 
.breeze {pringing up wefterly, the Magnanime made the lignal 
and weighed again, and the deponent ran in with his divilioD, 
till between nine and ten o'clock at night, Sir Edward Hawke 
and the fleet of tranfpons all following, when the deponeDt's 
diviJion came to anchor. 

c "AJ;I ifland not above a mile long and about half a mile 
_over; almoft in an oval form, the foilbarrcD. gravelly and 
fandy, and yet one ~ontinued vineyard. 

1. The 
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The line of battle· fhi:ps k~pt underJail; and A• p~ 
the Jillfontacked about and .. made up t'O them, not 1757-

being able to land her men at. the intended cor-
ner, both fQr the fhallownefs of the water,and 
alfo the fierce fire of the battery. 

One o'clo(l:k the Magnanime only ftood direCtly Th: Mag~ 
into the fort, and beo-an a moil: heavy fire, like a nammehre-

, . 0; . turns t e 
(:Qutinual thunder, rendering the very 1h:ip to ap- fire. 

pear as one cloud of fmoke. The battery alfo 
fired very briOdy, and the B,arfieur at a great 
diftance, fired fame few guns. Before the at-
tack, began, Captain Howe .received the fire of Captain 

the garrifon with great intrepidity, ordered all his ~~~:~ 
men to lay down upon the decks, turned all his and· con~ 

live cattle, fowls, and unneceifaries over board» duCt. 

himfe1f only, with his [peaking trumpet in hand, 
the pilot and the man at the helm, appearing 
upon deck, till he came \ within fixty yards of 
the baftions of the garrifon, when he began [0 

furious a fire, that the Monfieurs faid, Something 
more than man muft, be on board that fuip; the 
men in the garrifon were fo much terrified, that 
moil: of t.hem clapped themfe~ves down under the 
works of the garrifon, and in the ditches, nor 
could be prevailed on to frand to their guns, 
which obliged the governor to 1hike the colours; Colours of 

and this was no Cooner dOlle, than they all jumped ~:c,~rt 
up, taking fnuff, dancing and rejoicing, as if 
they had gained a victory. 

The gar.rifon ceafing fire, fame failors and rna· 
riners firft: -landed, and the Jafon, with -the batta
lion5 of the buffs in boats, 'took .potfeffion of the. 

H1.and. 



910 THEGENER:AL' HIST'ORY or 

~. D.. iOand:' There being ooly two marines' and one 
1757· failE>rkilled. 'on board;' the: 'Magn.:ll'limp, and one 

t:t~efidO::. man killed in the ·garri[(l)fi!, .. by a ball' glRatling. off' 
obliquely on. his bre-aft;· where it remained fixed, 
without force to penetrate. through.hi~ body. 

The governor, on our men taking pofi'effion, 
furpiifed them with faying,to this effea, "Mef
" fieurs~"-" we expected. YOll ere now; we had 
"accpunt of your failing from St. Helen's the 
"7th, which made us remove all our valuable 
"effects, fo that .you will now find but a poor 
" iOand." 

Defcrip- This fort~ had it been compleated according to 
iion of the Id V' b' ) f 01' h' ..a.. 1 'd-fort. 0'· au' an span 0 ml Itary arc lte~Lure, al 

out and almoft finifhed-might have given great 
trouble,. The parapets were raifed to their pro
per height, but embrazures were not yet 6xed, 
elfe perhaps the French for-pufillanimity would 

Strength.of·not have been blamed; in the fort were five, hun
}~~o garn- dred foldiers and two hundred failors,. yet no diC. 

charge of mufquetry; which,as ,[he Magnanime 
was ~o near, might have greatly annoyed our ma
rines on board; in the garrifon were found twenty 
guns, eighteen pounders, ,eight mortars, but few 
bombs were thrown, all which were either taken 
away or rendered ufelefs. There was a great 
quantity of powder, baU, and ammunition in 
the I1'\agazine. 

The Ihore While this conqueft was in hand Sir Edward 
cl~~- , 
tinent ex- Hawk-e had refolved to reconnoitre, and [0 found 
"lored. that part of the' coaft, which appeared by 

the letter of his inftructions to be the next ob
,." .• ~:. J"eCl: 

.f 
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jea:; of the expeaition. The parties employed on 
this' fervice were Rear--Admiral Thomas Broderick, ' 
-and the Captain,s J a'mes Douglas, Peter Dennis, 
aIid 'Matthew 'Budde 'Efqrs; They were fent out 
Qut,on the 23d in the afternoon, and contin'i.led' 
upon that fervic'e, all night, till three or four 
o~Clock the afternoon following: when they re"':' 
tunled f and ~ade- the following report to Sir 'Ed-
ward' Hawke. ' 

r On the 24th in the morning, the day after the attack of 
, ~he HIe 'of Aix, fignal y.'as out on board Sir Edward Hawke." 

for Admiral Knowles to come on board of him; on which 
M~jor-General Conway, and he went immediately; Sir Ed4 
ward Hawke, on their coming, on board, told the admir;tl. 
Admiral Broderick and three captains were gone rec6nnoit~ing 
for a land.jng~place, and he wilhed for their fpeedy return, 

, As thatfignaJ, which was out on board Sir Edward, was for 
the ~ear.admiral as well as' the vice-admiral, being'a fiandard 
at the' enfign-Haff, and the veffe1s, which Admiral B~oderick, 

, had with him, were not in fight, he begged of Sir Edward 
to ,make the li'gnal for all land ,and fea general officers, which 
is the" fiandard at the mizen top-mall: head, that bei.lg moa 

difcernible at a dill:ance, and to repeat firing a gun every hour', 
which he did: Before four, Admiral Broderick and the cap
tains returned, very much fatigued, and drew up their rep on. 
After taking a morrel of dillner they all got into their boats 
and went away to the HIe of A,ix (excepting Admiral Brode
rick) in order to colle a what intelligence they could from the 
prifoners takc:n in the fort; a number of the prifoners were 
fent on board tie vice admiral's fhip, and examined, one by 
one, by Genera,l Conway, he fpea,kin~ French, till near ele. 
ven o'clock at night, when Sir Edward Hawke and Sir John 
Mordaunt went away; and the admiral declared his intention 
of holding a council of war on board the Neptuno fhip t4e 
next~orning. which was accordingly doni. 
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A.D. " WE the' un.der:-written went and foundtd' 
1757· . " the French {hore from Rochelle to. Fort 

Order of "F d fi d £ II SirEdward ouras, an n as 10 ows. 
Haw~e for '" From the fouth point of the entran.ee of Ro-
foundmg, . 
&c. the "chelle, (on which point there. are twenty-feveR 
,:!oall:. " guns mO\lnted on barbet) to the poist of the 

"A~golin, we find it a rocky {hore, and fteep 
" difts, with {boals near two miles off; from An
~, go.lin to Chatelaillon, we find a fair, hard, fandy 
"beach, with a flat lying off near two miles, 
" having but three fathom at high water at that 
" diftance, but clear ground, along which beach 
" are fand hills about fifty yards from the top of 

. U high water. On the point of ChatelaiMon are 
" two -guns on barber, which can no ways annoy 
" the landing of the troops in the bays of either 
" fide of it; and off which point runs a riff of 
"rocks weft two miles, which are dry' at low, 
" water; and round the faid point, about half a 
" mile to the eaftward, there is a: fmall fandy bay 
" near half a mile long, and the 'land over the 
" faid bay rifes with an eafy afcent, about a quar
U ter of a mile,' to a church or convent, with a 
~ few ·houfes near it; from the fandy bay, along 
" to a fquare fort on the fouth part of the bay, 
", lies a long fiat mud, which is dry near two 
" miles at low water. 

" It is our general opinion, the tranfports can
e, not come nearer to either of the aforefaid bays 
" (in order to land troops) than a mile and an 
" half, as we found three fathoms only at that 
" diftance at high water. . 

~ The 
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'"'The ~uate fort on 'the fOllJlth fide of the hay A. D. 

" we could only fee two fidesbf; the face to the J757-

"north-weft had nme embtazuJtes t and tbat to 
" ihe north-eaft only two.. 

'" Given under our hands, on board his MaO: 
4' jefty's thip Ra~ilIes in Barqueroarl~ 
,~ this 24th of September, 1757. 

, . 

" 'Thomas Broderick. 
" James Douglas. 
" Peter Dennis. 
" Matthew Buckle." 

Nothing was done towards landing .,the army, 
next day, further ,than what was neceffary to de-
ftroy the fortifications of Aix ("" .. Jjowever, CO- Colonel 

.' Wolfe's 
10,ne1 James Wolfe, employed as t}uarterma-oo- report of 

1 h d · . l' hr.' the ene-genera on t e expe ,1t~on, zea ous In t e lerVICe, mY's thor~~' 

upon which he was. fent, and difdaining, to be 
idle, while others were veFlturing their lives, ob-
tainecl leave of Sir John Mordaunt to reconnoitre 
the 1hore. He fet ofr ~bout one o'clock on the 
iZ3d, cluring the attack of the lOe of Aix, and 
went to the fort foon after it had furrendered. 

He landed, apd got upon the ramparts, and 
from tpence viewe.d Fouras and the Jand about it i 
he ftayed as little while as he could, and then re-

~ Miners were appointed to blow up the fortification, go-
r" ver,nor's houfe and the barracks, which work took them up till 

tbe 30th. In which fervice we loft two failors and two f?ldiers 
blown up, and a ferje'ant had both his thighs broke by a frane, 
that fell upon him. 

X2 turned 
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turned immediately \ to the Ramilies, which was 
anchored a,t a confiderable diftance from the lae 

, of Aix, and made a fort of a report, of what ,he 
ha.d obferved; to Sir Edward Hawke and Sir 
John Mprdaunt. He mentioned the fituation of 
Fouras, as it appeared to him, and took notice 
~f wha't .he thought to be the ftrength of it, to 
the admiral and the general: which he was in
duced to do, as nobody elfe within his knowledge 
had done it, and took the liberty of faying to Sir 
Ed\Yard Hawke, that he believed, if the depth 
of w,ater would allow of coming near enough, a 
fhip wouJd ba,tter it down very eafily, ,or at leaft 
would fo: far take the fire: of the fort upon the 
fhip, that the troops might very fafely land round 
about it ;-what he fpoke of the land on the 
other fide of the fort was from conjeCl:ure only. 
Sir Edward Hawke at that time feemed to em
brace the" :propofal with ,a great deal of warmth, 
and Sir Joh~ Mordaunt approved of it. He faid 
to Sir Edward Hawke~ that, as he fuppofed;' the 
pilot of the Magnanime could very' well inform 
him of the depth of water'; and as the admirals 
and generals did not appear t'o difapprove of his 
fpeaking upon th'at point, he juft hinted' to Sir 
Edward Hawke, that it might not be amifs to 
caufe fome diverfion on the fide of Rochelle, to 
divide the enemy's attention, 'which he appre
hended might be done by ~eans of the bomb
ketches. Sir Edward [0 far agreed to it, that he 
fent both for the pilot and the bomb-ketches up 
from the Iae of Aix that night, he having fug-

gefted 
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gefted to him 'his opipion, that there was not a .fl.. D. 

mom~nt's' time to ~~ loft. The pilot feemed 1757· 

~lear1y to underftandhis ~otion of the'attack, and 
of landing at the fame time on both fides the fort, 
:lnd faid, that he could, or, believed he could, 
take the Magnanime up to batter the fort; as alfo, 
that the landing between FO\,lras and la Pointe was 
v~ry praCl:icable, fuppofing t~~ fort to be attack~ 
ed, as pr9pofed, at the fame time. , , 

Yet we fhall f~e, that notwithfhnding fo great Remarks 

ffi' " .. f I .n' b'I' f h on the an 0 cer S opinIOn 0 t le pra~Llca t lty ate praRicabi-

landing, an9 1he: concun:ence, of Sir John Mor-l~rd~~g. 
dalJnt, , who a,cknow ledged upOn his trial, that he 
did' embrace Colonel Wolfe's plan or propofition 
pf an attack tIpon FQ~ras cheerfully, and that 
Sir,Eawar.d Hawke gaye,.him room to expeCt, that 
he w~l1id next morning fend up a !hip to batter 
Fouras; it was laid afide by a council of war, on Laid afide' 

the 25th of September, on board his. Majefty's ~;l ~[~a~': 
fhip the Neptune, ~t anchor off theiOe; of Aix \ 
for the following r~afons : 

," The 

'h " PreCent, 

. commander in chief of his Maje_ 

{

Knight of the Bath, ,Admiral. and 

I, Sir Edward Hawke, fiy's lhips employed on the piefent 
, expedition. 

" !leral of his MajeUy's forces" and 
, {Knight of the Bath, Lieutenant Ge~ 

.. Sir Jobn . Mordaunt, ' ,General llnd commander in chief 
of the troops on the preCent expe. 
dition. ' ' 

.. Charles Know/ts, Efq; Vice Admiral of the Red. 
I' The Right lion. Major General Henry Seymore Conway. 
~. <Jhomal Broderick, Efq; Rear Admiral of the White. 

X 3 ' .. Hon. 
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A. D. " The fortifications and inattd cJ Aix', bePong. 
, 1/5,· "ing to the Frem:h;Krrrg, h~vtng ftlrrendered' to 
~ne;o~~I~l~e "his Majefty's arms, the' conncil proceeded to 
council of " take in-to conHderatioo the fArther fteps prope'J' 
war. ~, te- -be ~akelT, 'in e~ecution~' or his Majefty'S' fe. 

" cret inflruB:ions' to Sir Edward Hawke and Sir 
" John Mordaur1t, commanders in chief Of his 

, ,'- Majefl:y'~lorees on the prerent expedrrion; and 
" the firft object being to determine, W1ether It 
"pro pert pJa-ee could be found for landing the 
" troops, Sir Edward Hawke pr.odl:1ced a report 
" by Rear Admiral Broderick; and the Captains 
"Douglas, Den:nii, and Buckle, whom' he had 
" rent to ('o\;l'I1d and reconnoitre the coaft from La 
" Rochelle· to the point of Fouras', near the em· 
"boucnure of the river' Charente, which report 
" is hereunto annexed. '. , 

" The council having taken the [aid repoit into 
" confideration', and examined the pi~ors; -it ap
" pears, that there' are but two landing places; 
c, and that the troops could not be reimbarked 
" from either of them in bad weather, the fwell 
" of the rea making fo great a furf on the {hore, 
" that no boars. could be able to approach it to 
-" take the troops off; the ableft pilot having in" 
" formed the council, that he had been at anchor 
" feven weeks in this road, and not a boat been 
" able to pafs or repa[s: and it ltkewife appears 
,C' to the council, that in c~fe the troops fhould be 

" Hon. iVlajor General Edward Cornwallis • 
.. Captain George Bridges Rodnry. ' 
.. Colonel George Howard." 

" over~ 
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<, overpowered by fuperior numbers of the ene- A. D. 
<, my, they could have no proteCtion from the 1757· 

U cannon of the fleet, the fuoal water preventing 
<, their coming within gun-thot. 

e, The probability of fuccefs in the attempt 
" againft Rochefort, in cafe the landing was af
"feCted, being then taken into confideration, 
" Lieutenant CQ,lonel Clerk, chief engineer, was 
" called in, and being aiked his opinion, declared, 
"That when he faw the place in the year 1754, 
<, he thought no place was more capable of being 
<, taken by affault; what alteration may have been 
-cc made in the place !ince, he has not fufficient 
U information to judge; that he does not imagine 
"any regular attack was intended againft that Qr 
" any other place, the fmall quantity ef artillery 
" we have, ,not being rent upon that plan. Being 
"aiked, if the ditch were 'flowed with water, 
" whether he ihould then think it practicable to 
"take the place by efcalade; faid, he thought 
" not; bu~ that when he faw the ditch, it did not 
<, appear to him capable of being flQwec,L 

"Monfieur de Bonneville, volunteer, being 
" alked what he knew of Rochefort, [aid, that 
"he was there about nine years ago; that 
"the ramparts were of earth, and that th~re are 
-cc nuices there, by which they can flow the ditch, 
" and that it was full of water all round, w hen he 

" was there. 
"The pilot of the Neptune being called in, 

"[aid, That he had been very frequently at 
" Rochefort; that he commanded a [mall veJfc1 
. X 4- ~' there 
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A. D. "there many years; that they have Ouices near 
'757' "the hofpita\, by which they can fill the ditch 

" with water; that they raife them fometimes to 
~, cleanfe the ditch, and that he has feen water in 
~, it quite round the town. 

"The informations of fome French prifoners 
" were then produced confirming the fame, as alfo 
" that they had been working on the fortifications 
" there for fome time paft. 

" The intelligence received from feveral neutral 
" veffels fpok~ with on the pa!fage was alfo pro
." duced, declaring, That the. French had been 
." for fome time in expeCtation of a defcent from 
f' the Englifn in thofe parts i. All which being 
"- taken into confideration, together with the long 
~.' detention of the troops in the Ine of Wighr, 
" and our meeting with contrary winds, fogs and 
," calms upon our paffage, the feveral informations 

i Here al[o were we informed of fixteen battalions and 

3°,000 militia, befides the invalids and workmen at the dock 
of- Rochefort; aU which could in fix hours time be aifcmbled, 
to oppo[e our attack; that the ditch was then full of water, 

tlod by opening the Jlui~es the country could be laid under 
w~ter for five miles round. Should our infantry land at Cha
'~daillon,-a deep morafs and rivulet wo~ld retard their march, 

fo that the artillery could not get up without going 20 miles 
round into the heart of the country; that all men of war 

l:J~it at 'Rochefort, for ~vant of water, were forced to tide'it 

down the rirer at f;:,ring tide. only, without guns or rigging, 
and be (on,p,~!l.:d with jury rnafts or tow, to go round to Breit 

~0 take in their guns and rig£ing, and tha: but one fixty gun 
fhip had e\'~r be~n b:Jilt 2.t Rochefort, but only 40 guns-in 

seneral, and that [h~r';[orc our !hips of the h,e, &c. could be 
<..f no ufe in fuch an attempt. 0t~ the Secr~, Expedition im
F~r[ia:!)' diiClo!·:d, p. 4 h -45, 

" received 
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A. D. "there .. many years; that they have fluices near 
'757' ".the hofpital, by which they can fill the ditch 

" with water; that they raife them fometimes to 
" cleanfe the ditch, and that he has feen water in 
4~ it quite round the town. 

" The informations of fome French prifoners 

" were then produced confirming the fame, as alfo 
" that they had been working on the fortifications 
" there for fame time paft. 

" The intelligence received from feveral neutral 
." veffels fpok~ with on the pa!fage was alfo pro
." duced, declaring, That the French. had been 
" for fame time in expeCtation of a defcent from 
" the Englifn in thofe parts i. All which being 
~'. taken into confideration, tdgcther with the long 
~' detention of the troops in the We of Wight, 
~" and our meeting .with contrary winds, fogs and 
," calms upon our paffage, the [cveral informations 

i Here al[o were we informed of fix teen battalions and 

30 ,000 militia, befides the invalids and workmen at the dock 
~r Hochefart; aU which could in fix hours time be affcmbled, 
to oppoCe our attack; that the ditch was then full of water, 

and by opening the iluices the (!ountry could be laid under 
w .. ter for five miles round. Should our infantry land at Cha
:tdaillon,-a deep mora[s and rivulet would retard their march, 
fa that the artillery could not get up· without going 20 miles 

round into the heart of the country; that all men of war 
Duic at 'Rochefort, for \vant of water; were forced to tide 'it 

dDwn the river at.f?ring tide. only, without guns or rigging, 
and be compe!!.:d with jury mafts or tow, to go round to Brell 

~o take in their guns 2nd rig£ing, and tha: but one fixty gun 
ill::' had E';~r been built at Rochefort, but only 40 guns-in 

s~neral, and that therefore our i1iips of the line, &c. could be 
d" no ufe in fuch an attempt. ~'c<: tL,~ ;:;ecret Expedition.im
}':litia!ly diiC!oid, P'H'~5, 

" received 
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" received of troops affembled in the neighbour
" hood, and the great improbability of finding 
"the place unprovided, or of furprifing it, or 
" confequently fucceeding in an enterprize found
" ed on the plan of an affault or efcalade merely; 

" and the uncertainty of a fecure retreat for the 
" troops, if landed; the council are unanimouOy 
" of opinion, that fuch an attempt is neither ad
~'vifeable, nor praericable. 

" Edward Hawke, 
" 'John Mordaunt, 
" Charles Knowles, 
" H. Seymour Conway, 
~, Thomas Broderick~ 
" Edward Cornwallis, 
" C. B. Rodney, 
" C. Ho-ward." 

329 
A.D. 
'757, 

However notwithl1anding the council had been Proceed

:of opinion, that it was neither advifeable nor prac- ings after 
. the cOlmcll 

ticable to land the troops on that co aft, we find ~'or ~ land-

that there were cutters and fmall veffels fent out IIlg. 

next night and all next day to found up the river 
Charente, leading to Rochefort, Sir Edward By bomb

Hawke did alfo direCl: Vice Admiral Knowles to vcUe],. 

carry' in two bomb-ketches to try to bombard the 
fort; which order was immediately executed under 
the conduer of the Magnanime. But the Infer-
nal bomb, which went firft, run a-ground, and in 
that fituation would have been attacked by two 
row galleys, had they not been beaten off by all 
the boats manned and armed, under the proteCtion 

of 
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A. D. of the Coventry, which, in attempting to get to 
1757· the Infernal, ran a-ground five different times; 

neither could the bombs of the Infernal reach from 
that dangerous fituation to the fort. 

By orders There frill remained a buffmg report, That 
t~ the fol- fomethina would be attempted; and on the 26th 
dlers. 0 

at night orders were fent to the tranfports for the 
faldiers to hold themfelves in readinefs, if they 
fhould be called upon to land next morning. 
But next day produced no further order, than to 
expedite the demolition of the fortifications, and 
for forty foldiers with ball and bayonets fi~ed to 
keep guard on deck every night, and hail every 
boat or veffe! that paffed, and to fire in upon them, 
if they did not give an anfwer in Englilh, nor the 
word, after being hail'd thrice. A caution taken 
on a report, that the French intended to fend out 
fome galeafbes, or fmall fire fhips, in dark nights 
to annoy the Aeet at anchor. 

The fpirit of the men, both of the army and 
fieet, was fo bent upon a defcent, to retalliate the 
French for the frequent attempts upon this il1and 
of Great Britain, that it appears, by this conduct, 
after the refolution of the late council of war, 
that they thought it hazardous to inform them with 
its contents, and rather waited fome accident to fa-

By found- vour the return of the fleet. For our fman cut
~~~~~e ters were employed frill in founding the coaft and 

the Charente; and Sir John Mordaunt defired 
another council of war to be affembled, "To 
" take under confideration, whether it was advife
~~ able to land the troops to attack the forts lead-

~, ing 
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" ing to, and upon the mouth of the river Cha. A. D. 

" rente:" which council after mature deliberation 1757· 

were unanimoufly of opinion, "That it was ad-
" vifeable to land the troops for that purpofe with 
" all poffible~ difpatch 1<." And in purfuance to 
this laft refolution, orders were fent, at I I o'c]ock 
that fame night, " for all the troops to debark 
"from the tranfports on board the boats, and 
" land filently." 

In obedience to thefe orders Colonel K --y 
with Lieutenant Colond, Sir William Boolihby, 
and Major Farquahar1 who ,were to march at the 
head of the grenadiers, took boat before twelve, 
though about two leagues from {hore, and a frelli 
gale full againft them, which would have endan
gered many of the boats loacll1:d with men, fo 
crouded that they could only ftand erect; thel 
were tumbled in the fwell till tw(;' o'clock, none 
coming to condua them to the place of rendez
vous; at Iaft a cutter came down and faid, "Yqu 

k PreCent, 

f 
Knight of the Ba.th; Admiral and Com-

. mander in Chief of his Majefiy's 
SIr Edward Hawke, iliips employed-on the prefent expe-

dition. 

S· ~ h M d. neral of his Majell:y's forces, and 
{

Knight of the Bath, Lieutenant Ge-

Ir Jon or aunt, Commander in Chief of the troops 
employed on the prefent expedition. 

Charles Knowlu, Efq: Vice Admiral of the Red. 
The Right Han. Major General Henry Seymour Conway. 

'[homas Broderick, E{q; Rear Admiral of the White. 
Hon. M;.jor General Edward Cem-wallis. 

Captain George Bridges Rodney. 

Colonel George Howard. 

4 ~ 
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Reafons 
for not 
landing. 
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" are ordered to fhip again, for that the other re
" giments cannot be ready thefe two hours," Co
lonel K y faid, ., I can hardly believe it; 
"fhew me your orders," on which was 1hewn a 
wriuen order; ,at which all the foldiers made a 

kumming noife; and they all went to their refpeaive 
tranfports, the boats remaining frill ready. 

The reafon given by Sir John I for putting off 
the landing this time, when it had been refolved 

to be an advifeable meafure; was that a ftrQl1g 
wind blowing from the fuore, the officers of the 
navy, appointed- to, conduEt the landing, repre
fented, that it was with difficulty the long boats, 
which were to be towed on fuore, could make 
way, and coniequently the troops would be a long 
time expofed to the fire of. the, enemy; that the 
tranfport- boats, which were rowed by foldiers, 
would be frill flower, and more expofed; that it 
would be day, before the firft embarkation could 
get on fuore, and that it would be fix hours more 

before the troops, firft landed, could be fupported 
by a {econd embarkation: the generals judging 
the landing under thefe circumftances not to be 
expedient2 agreed not to attempt it that nigk 

But the meifage rent on this occafion to Admi. 
fal Hawke, by Admiral Broderick was, "That 
t, having prepared all the boats, wiEh proper 

" officers to .hmd (he troops,h~ was now to le
" quaint him, That the Generals were come to 
,;, a le~~}ution not to land to niaht b~t to wait b , 

I ~fj ~:i5 defence, p. 58. of his trial. 

" till 
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c, tIn day light, when they can have a full view of 
" the ground whereon they are to land." 

When Sir Edward Hawke faw the inftability of 
the orders iffued out to the land forces in purfu
ance of the laft council of war; and con fide ring 
that every delay was adding ftrength to the enemy, 
and daily increafing the hazards and dangers of 
the fhips in that boifterous fea, at that feafon, 
which he very jufl:ly underflood to be the purport 
and real meaning of a letter he had lately received 
froin Mr. Secretary PITT, t<? continue on that 
coaft fo long as there were any operations going on, 
agreeable to his fecret inftruttions, and no longer m; 

he 

333 
A.D. 
1757· 

III .A true copy of a letterfrem Mr. Secretary Pitt, to Sir Job;z Mr. 
Mordaunt, dated Whitehall, 15th September 1757, (the like PITT'S 

b . h t:. S· E J d IT k . letter to ezng at t e jame time wrote to Ir w-war flaw e, mutatls Sir John 
mutandis. l\1ordaunt. 

" SIR, 

" HIS Majefty, by his fecret inllruCl:ions, dated the 25th. 
': day of Auguft laft, having direCl:ed the return of the 

" troops under your command, together with the Reet, • fo as 

.' to be in England at, or about, as near as may be, the end 
'. of September, unlefs the circumftances of the forces and 
" fhips fhall nece([arily require their return fooner,' I am now 
.. to fignify to you the King's pleafure, That you do not con

" fider the above. mentioned time, limited for, your return, as 
" intended, in any manner, to affeCl: or interfere with the full 

" execution of the firll and pvincipal objeCl: of the expedition, 

" namely, • attempting, as far as fhall be found practicable, 
" a defcent on the French coaft, at or near Rochefort, in order 

"to attack, if prat1icablc, and, by a vigorous impreffion, 

" force that place, and to burn and defl:roy, to the utmoft of 
" your power, all fhipFing, docks, magazines, and arfenals, 

" that 
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he on the 29th of September, writes to Sir John 
Mordaunt, as follows: 

" SIR. 
SirEdvo.:ard" SHould the general officers of the troops have 

IHawke s" no further military operations to propofe, etter to 

Sir John "confiderable enouO"h to authoriz.e my detaining 
Mordaunt. 0 

" the fquadron under my command longer here, 
" I beg leave to acquaint you, that I intend to 

" proceed with it for England without 10[s of 

~' time, 
I am, Sir, 

Your moO: obedient 

Moft humble fervant, 

EDWARD HAWKE." 

Sir John in his defence, fays, he wrote, in an
[wer, that he would fummon the general officers 

.. that !hall be found there, and exert fuch other efforts. as 

.. £hall be judged moll: proper for annoying the enemy.' And 

.. with regard to any other particular attempt, which, agree

e, ably to your orders, you fhall have commenced, and in the 

" execution whereof you fhall be actually engaged, it is alfo 

" his Majefty's pleafure, that you do not defill: from, or break 

.. up the fame, merely and folely on account of the time limit

" cd for your retum by the inllruCtions above-mentioned;

.. but that, notwithfbnding the fame, you do continue with 

" the troops during {llch a farther number of days, as may 
.. afFord a competent time f<)r the completion of any operation 
co under the above circumll:ances; after which you are to take 
OJ care to return with the forces under your command, and the 

•• fleet, in the T;,,,lifil!r direfted by yOU! former inftruCtions." 

to 
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to confider of Sir Edward's letter, and deured A. D. 

him to Jignify his intention in writing: which he 1757· 

did in a letter to him, the fame day. He then 
applied to Sir Edward for a council of war: who 
declined it, and faid, that feamen were no judges 
of land operations, which were to be performed 
by troops on ihore. In confequence of this Sir 
John fummoned all the land officers, who had 
been of the council of war, and laid Sir Edward 
Hawke's letter before them. And being aifem-
bled, fays he, "We confidered the uncertainty 
" of landing, if the wind ihould blow as it had 
" done the night before, and the account we had 
" that day received from the Captain of the Viper 
'"' floop, who had informed Colonel Howard, that 
" he had feeo a confiderable body of troops near 
" the landing place, whofe numbers he did not 
" exactly know, but he had obferved five pair of 
" colours; that he faw them in camp; that the 
" next morning the view of the camp was inter-
" rupted, fo that he could not fee them again, 
" which he attributed to the enemy having thrown 
" up fome ground on the beach, and that he faw 
" the fand hills on the beach confiderably higher 
" than they were on Sunday, when he Cfl,me there~ 
" Colonel Howard, in his return from reconnoi-
" tring, reported this to me., 

" It farther appeared to us, that the attempt 
" upon thofe forts at this time, could not juftify 
H tl;e ill confequences of detaining the fleet in that 
"bay, at a time when, from what we had learnt 
~' from the converfatioR of the fea officers, two 

" great 
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" great French fleets were expected home; that 
" at this feafon of the year, fo near the equinox, 

" fuch wefterly winds were to be apprehended, as 
" might detain the fleet there_ many weeks; that 
" the foundation, u'pom which the refolution of 

\~, the council 9f war upon the 28th was taken, 
" was, that it might be done during the necefThry 
" detention of the fleet in the demolition of the 
"fort of Aix, and thereupon was directed to be 

" done with all poffible difpatch: that the demo

" lition of the works of the Ifle of Aix was com
,~ pleated that very day, and that the wind was 
c, then fair for the fleet to return; add to this, 
" that the time limited by his Majefty's inftruc

" tions was now expired, and that the time was 
" not prolonged by Mr. PITT'S letter, which al. 
l( lowed us only to compleat fuch operations, as 

" we had already begun. 
" Upon all thefe confiderations, not thinking 

" it a meafure either advifeable or juftifiable in 
" us to take upon ourfelves' the confequences of 

" detaining the fleet any longer in thofe parts, we 
"came unanimoufly into the Admiral's propofal 
" of retlJrnin a to En rylan'd' " o b • 

In the meaD time n Sir Edward Hawke ordered Difpoliti

~~s~rrade the agent for 6e tranfports to direct them to follow 
r',h';-,rcl 

lL",,/ce for· n When Sir Edward Hawke had received an an[wer from 
returning hId ffi 0" home. t e an 0 eers, "That they were all agreed to return )-

reaIy to England," he fent a letter to Mr. PITT, which con

cludes with-" It was the dairy expetl:ation of their undertaking 
fomething, whieh induced me to fiay here fo long: As I have 
gOt their final re[olution, I fuall fail for England to-morrow 
morning." 

his 
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his fignaI, and· that no troops 1hould difembark A. D. 
without further orders. And all the 1hips of Vice 1757· 

Admiral Knowles's divifion came down from be-
fore Aix into the open road. On the 30th the 
fort of Aix was blown up and in flames 0: and on 
the I fi: of Oaober the whole fleet got under fail 
and returned to England, without making any at~ 
tempt to land on the coafl of France p. 

Words 

o Eight mortars of 14 inch. and 30 pieces of cannon were 
found in the fort, i. e. 16 eighteen pounders, and 14fourteen 
pounders. 

P The London Gazette, of the 8th of Oerober, has this par
ticular article in the account of the expedition,-" On the 29th 
" of September the refolution was taken to return to England 

" the troops, no attempt having heen made to land on the coafl of 
" France." And Admiral Hawke's letter of advice concerning 
this fervice in Barque road, and his refolution to return home 
relates, That having maturely cOll:udered the report of the 

officers he had fent to reconnoitre and found the coaft, hewas 
of opinion they might land: that Sir John Mordaunt deftred 
a council of war to confider of it, that then it was granted by 
every body. that the landing could be effeered: that in confi. 

dence of their judgment, and knowledge of their own profer
fion, the fea officers aifented to their reafons for not proceeding 

to attempt taking Rochefort by efcalade.-It was, fays he, the 
daily expeCtation of their undertaking fomething, that induced 
me to fray here fo long. Though before I came here, this 
place was reprefented, as very difficult of accefs, and fo nar
row, that !hips could not lie in fafety from the . forts ; nay the 

pilots made many baulks, fays he, before we carne in: yet I 
find it a fafe, fpacious road, in whi<;h all the navy of England, 
merchant {hips included, may rid'e without the leaft annoy

ance; and that a fquadron may. at any time, by laying here. 
prevent any armament frpm Rochefort, and ruin all the 
French trade to Rhee, Oleron, or the continent, within there 

Vo L. H. Y iflands. 

j 8' 
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A D Words can't exprefs the murmurings of the na; 
1757· tion, when they heard that a fleet and army, which 

Difcontent d ft h . h' d' , 1 n 'II' at home. ha co t em 10 t IS expe ltlOn, a rna a ml IOn 

of money, and had thrown the French miniftry, 
as well as their coaft, into the utmoft confulion, 
was returned without making one aaual attempt 
towards executing the King's orders, except in that 
hour's work, in the reduaion of the little ifiand 
of Aix and its fortification. 

The country exclaimed againft the command
ers, and cr,ied aloud for juftice on the delinquents. 
The officers in defence endeavoured to throw the 
blame upon the miniftry, or at leaft upon the in
judicioufnefs of the plan given them to execute; 
and upon the variety of incidents, that concurred 
towars their difappointment. And each of there 
accufations and allegations being fupported by 

Enquiry ftrong prefumptions or undoubted faas, his Ma
appointed. jefty, to prevent any applications to him from his 

fubjeB:s in their incorporate capacities, or other
wife by way of addrefs, did nominate and appoint, 
His Grace Charles, Duke of Marlborough, Lieu
tenant General, Lord George Sackville and John 
Waldegrave, Major Generals, to examine and 
enquire, and to make their report concerning the 

illands. And then conc1udes,-I beg leave to a[ure yoo, Sir. I 
have ~ifcharged my duty to my King and country with fide
lity, diligence. and integrity, and wilh more could bave beel\ 
_done for the good of the fervice. The pilot of the Magna
wme has behaved like a man of bravery and !kill, and as fuch 
I beg-leave to recommend him to you. 

caufes 
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cau[es of the failure in the exp€dition againft Roche~ A. D .. 
fort q. 1757· 

The board met on the 12 th of N ovettl ber 1757, The board 

d h · d d I ". II I meets. an avmg or ere t le papers contalnmg a t le 
orders and inftruCtions, which appeared to have 
b~en fignified to the commanders of the late ex
pedition, to be read, they examined witneffes in 
regard to their authenticity and contents ; under 
which examination there came out a very partiCll-
Iar circumftance relating to the minutes of the 
council of war, on board the Ramillies, in Bafque 
road, on the 28th of September. For, General 
Mordaunt begged leave to obferve, that the mi
nutes there produced were taken down without 
the knowledge of the perfons, who compofed the 
faid council of war, and never feen by the gentle-
men, who had fubfcribed them. Vice Admiral 
Knowles went farther, and difavowed thefe mi
nutes entirely; and faid he never faw them rill 
they were fhewn to him after his arrival in Lon-
don, and that he did recolleCt, that there was a 
pofitive determination, that no minutes fhould be 
taken, but that the informations only of the per-
fons examined fhould be noted down: which exa
minations he never heard read. This was con
firmed almoft literally by Major General Conway, 
Major General Edward Cornwallis and Colonel 
Geo. Howard. But Rear Admiral Broderick, faid, 

q This commiffion of enquiry was ligned on 1ft November 
1757, anddireCledroThomasMorgan, Efq; JudgeAdvocate, 
General of his Majcfiy's forces, or to his deputy! 

Y 2 that 



340 THE GENERAL HISTORY OF 

A. D. that he did obferve minutes taken, that he did 
1757· objeCt: to it, and that he never faw thofe minutes r. 

The 

r <[heft are tbe minutes of this council, tran/mitttd hy Sir Ed"",'ord 
, r Hawke to the proper oifice. 

THE council in order to determine whether the forts lead
ing to, and up to the mouth of the river Charante were 

open and capable of being attacked by land, proceeded and 

examined 
I. Lieutenant Colonel Wolfe, who declared, that he was 

of opinion, that fort Fouras was not a thong place, feemingly 
principally fortified towards the fea: that he had feen people 
at work on the land fide: that the taking of the barbette 

battery near it, would be of great ufe in taking the fort, pro

vided there was proper ammunition for that purpofe; and 
that Fouras muft be taken by artillery or efcalade. 

2. Lieutenant Colonel Clarke, faid, he could make no kind 

of judgment of fort Fouras, on the land fide, by the help of 
a telefcope ; the only method he had ever heard of obferv

ingit. 
3. A French prifoner [aid, Fort Fouias is a circular fort: 

no ditch on the back of it towards the land, when he raw it 
three years ago: that it mounted 24 pieces of cannon towards 

the (ea, and had embralfures for guns towards the land: that 
Fort la Pointe is like Fouus circular, and mounts 22 pieces of 
cannon, and has a wall on the eaft fide towards the land, like 

that of Fouras: that the landing in the bay of Chatdaillon is 
the beft landing of any t',lace here; and that when landed, 

and you get upon the Rochefort road, it is a fine open coun
try: that on friday morning, the 23d lnft. he was in Fort 
Fouras, that there were bnt 22 or 24 guns in it, and not above 
50 men of all kinds. That there are mllch abollt the fame 
number of gllns in Fort Ia Pointe, and that both forts are in

elofed by a wall, in much the fame manner towards the Jand. 
The council having conGdered the evidence, Sir John Mor

daunt declared hi., opinion, that fomething rurt.ler ihould be 

attempted, and that he would give his orders :.ccordiugly that 
moment, 
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The papers being gone through, and no body 
offering to give the commiffioners any information 
touching the caufes of the failure of the expedition, 

tnoment, if any, meaning the general officers of the troops, 
would fay it was advifeable. 

Vice Admiral Knowles declared, he had received great light 

from the perrons examined, and therefore thought fomething 
ought to be attempted. 

Major General Conway, declared for the attempt merely 
from his own opinion, without regard to evidence. 

Sir Edward Hawke, appealing to every member of the 

council for the truth of what he faid, declared that he was 

now of the fame opinion, which he had given both before and 

at the council of war of the 25th, 'That the landing could be 
tffected: That the troops ought to be landed for fome farther 
attempt, which was alone matter of conlideration with the 

general officers of the troops, he, not taking upon him to be 
a judge of land operations, but would from a confidence in 
their abilities, and ikill in their own profeffion, readily affent 

to any refolution they fhoLlld come to, and affift them to the 

utmoll: of his power. This being fetrled, after fome'debate. 

Sir John Mordaunt, Vice Admiral Knowles, Rear Admiral 
Broderick and Captain Rodney withdrew. 

The council of war being re-affembled, and the quellion 
put, whether it was advifeable to land the troops, to attack 

the forts l(:ading to and upon the mouth of the river Cha

ranter 
Yes. 

Howan! 
Rodney 

Broderick 
Conway 

Knowles 

Mordaunt 

Hawke. 

No. 
Cornwallis, but he afterwards 

;lC,! uiefced with the majority. 

N. B. This is the council of war, of which it was after

wards faid, that it had been ag:-eed to take no minutes. 

l( 3 Sir 

3·41 
A. D. 
1757· 
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A. D. Sir John Mordaunt, as commander in chief of 
1757· the land forces was called upon to ihew the rea-

fons, which prevented him from carrying his Ma
SirJ.~or-jefty's inftructions and orders into execlltion. To 
~:~;~~: for whit h he replied by delivering a narrative of his 
;.ot fl',:l~l- whole conduCt from beginning to end. Which 
Ing 11,111-

ftruClions. was in fubftance, what has been already related. 
In the examination of Sir John's narrative the 

commifiioners hit upon a pa(fage, which affigns 
thIs as a reafon why the troops were not landed 

A contra- in the night of the 28th of September, " Becaufe 
dhicbdon in " it would be day, before the firft embarkation 

IS e-
fence. "could O'et a-ihore;" whereas in Rear-Admiral o 

Broderick's letter to Sir Edward Hawke it is faid, 
" That the generals were come to a refolution not 
" to land to-night, but to wait till day-light, 
" when they can have a full view of the ground, 
" where they are to land." Which feeming con
tradiCtion occafioned a deal of altercation. How
ever Admiral Broderick perfifted in the truth of 
the letter; that he did give the letter to Sir John, 
and that Sir John did read it, and approve of it, 

How re- before it was fent in his name to Edward Hawke. 
Itonciled. But:Major-General Conway endeavoured to recon

cile the pa(fages, by faying, that he conceived Sir 
John's meaning was, that he would have the 
ground viewed in the morning, in order to em
bark next night; and then, after afking many 
queftions ccncerning Aix, Fort Fouras, the practi. 
cability ot landir.g, the ftrength of Rochefort and 
the inform;.J.tions received from prifoners concern
ing that town, they declined all .further l'ro~eed. 
ings. 

When 
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When the examination was finifhed, Sir John A. D. 

Mordaunt addreifed himfelf to the board, as fol- 1757' 

lows, 

I AM .confcious of.having done my.utmo~ft, toSirJ.~or
the beft of my Judgment for hIS Ma1efty's d.mnt sad-

, :J drefs to the 
fervice, in the conduCt of this expedition: and I board. 

have fubmitted myfelf voluntarily and readily to 
this examination. I defire no favour or partia-
lity, and I know I fhall have the moft exaCt juftice 
in the report this honourable board will make. 

I apprehend that an enquiry into the whole 
condua: of an expedition, without any accllfa
tion formed, or any charge laid, is a proceeding 
not quite Gommon; and however free from guilt 
a man may feel himfelf, there are few, who can 
ftand fo ftriCt an examination. 

There is nothing but the high opinion I have 
both of the juftice and candour of this board, 
coUld make me eafy in fuch a fituation. 

I therefore hope you will be indulgent to my 
errors; but I deure no mercy for guilt or known 
difobedience, and with thefe fentiments I fubmi.c 
~l1yfelf to the courr. 

The board did then report to his Majefty, That The report 

it appeared to them, as one ca.ufe of the expedi- ma~e to his 
. . MaJdlyby 

tion having failed, " the not attacking Fort Fou- the board 

ras by fca, at the fame time that it would have of enqUIry. 

been attacked by land-That "another caufe 
was conceived by them to have been; that inftead 

,of attempting to land, when the report was re-
y 4 ceived 
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ceived on the 24th of September from Rear-Ad
miral Broderick, and the captains fent with him, to 

found and reconnoitre, a council of war was held 

On the 25th; in which it was unanimou!1y refolved 

not to land, as the attempt upon Rochefort was 
neither advifeable, nor practicable: becaufe it did 

not appear ,to the board; that there were then, or 

at any time afterwards, either a body of troops 

or batteries on the fuore fufficient to have pre
vented the attempting a defcent, in purfuance of 
the inftructions figned by his Majefty. Neither 
did it appear to them that there were any fufficient 
reafons to induce the council of war to believe, 

that Rochefort was fo far changed in refpeel: of 

its ftrength, or poilure of defence, fince the ex

pedition was firft refolved on in England, as to 

prevent all attempts of an attack upon the place, 
in order to burn and deftroy the docks, maga
zines, arfenals and fuipping, in obedience to his 
Majefty's commands. That they thought them
felves obliged to remark upon the council of war 
of the 28th of September, that no reafoll could 
have exifted fufficient to prevent the attempt of 
landing the troops previous to that da)" as the 
council then unanimou!1y refolved to land with 
all pamble difpatch: and that they further ob
ferved, that after it had been unanimou!1y refolved 
to land. in the council of war of the 28th, the 
refolution was taken of returning to England, 

without any regular or general meeting of the 
faid council; and that they looked upon the ex
pedition to have failed from the time the great ob". 

. J jeEt 
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'--}eCl: of it was laid afide in the council of war on A. D. 

the 25th . J757· 

This enquiry, however well intended by his Does not 

Maiefty, did not anfwer the intention either ofq~iedt thfe 
:J min s 0 

acquitting the general, or of appeafing the na- the people. 

tion: but was productive of more public alterca-
tions. Some of which endeavoured to juftify the 
impraCl:icability of the expedition"plan, and to 
throw the whole blame of its failure upon the 
Right Honourable Gentleman then at the head of 
the miniftry. Others as ftrenuouOy infifted upon 
its practicability, and without fixing the blame 
on any particular perfon or perfons. advanced 
!hi ew J rearons to furpect a feerer clufe for the fai-
lure of this [eerer expedition. 

A right honourable author S deigned to enter Writers in 
the lifts amonaft the firfl. clafs· and with promifes defence of 

b " the lanel 
not to deceive, and that he would write nothing, officers. 

but the molt exact truth, begins with a fneer at 
the frrength and fecrefy of this expedition, and 
at the expeetations of thofe, who placed any hopes 
of advantage in its effects,-" An expedition. as 
" he expreifes it, prepared with fa much often-
" tation of force, whilft its deftination was kept 
" fo profound a fecret, and on which the perhaps 
" over-raifed expectation of many feemed to reft 
" the very iifue of the war." To back this he 
infinuares, that it was pretty clear, long enough 
before hand, that it was intended againft the weftern 

• Candid refleilions on the report (as publilhed byautho
rity) of ~e ~en~m~l officers J ~,. 

coaa: 
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A. D. coaft of France, and, confequently, that France 
1757· could not be fuppofed [0 negleCtful, as to leave 

Rochefort entirely out of their general plan of 
defence upon [hat coaft, confidering its import
ance. 

He then colleEts the various opinions pall: by 
the public, on [he difgraceflll return of [0 power
ful an armament, without effeCting any thing 
anf werable to the hopes or defigns of its outfet. 

Attempt to The greater part of the nation vented their re
call the fentment on the commanders in this unfuccefsful 
hlame on • 
Mr.PITT. expedition, as the readieft obJeCts. Another, by 

far lefs numerous part, did juaice to the good in. 
tention, but quefiioned whether the projectors 
had fufEcient ground of knowledge or information 
to warrant the undertaking. Some, merely guided 
by private attachments, or prejudices in favour of 
the projeClors, 0:', ar leaa, of the principal pro
moter of this attempt, extolled it to the !kies, ad
mired the aEtivity of the new miniaer, that made 
fo glorious a contraft for him to the paa indo· 
lence and inaction of his predeceiTors; nor without 
throwing out fhrewd hints of the envy of fome, 
who had oppofed his rife to power, having peen 
carried to ruch treafonable lengths, as fecretly to 
have thwarted and countermined his operations. 
On the Qther hand, others, perhaps influenced by 
confiqer.ations of the like private nature by pique, 
prejudice, or even that envy, of which they 
were accufed, treated, or affeCted to treat, the 

whole plan as chimerical, crude and indigefied, 
both in the projection and appointment of the 

execu-
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execution, from which no better, nor other fuccefs A. D. 

could be expeCted than what befel it. Some over- J757~ 
refined politicians pretended to difcover in the 
combination a tendernefs for Hanover, or at 
leaft a connexion with the convention of Stade. 
But all ranks united in a general diffatisfaCtion at 
this enterprife, having either been fo weakly pro-
jeCted, as not to fuffer even an attempt to execute 
it; or at the defeCt of the execution itfelf. 

It is plain the fault was fomewhere ~ and to Remarks 

d·r. h h' . d d ' on the Hcover were, t e enquIry was appoll1te un er board of 

fuch officers, as were at the head of the military enquiry. 

profeffion. However this royal commiffion, ::lnd 
the charaCters of the officers, that filled the board, 
could not efcape the cenfure of the advocates for 
the commander in,chief; who commended him for 
thinking himfelf at liberty to call it a proceeding 
not quite common, and laying him under feveral 
difadvantages in cafe he fhould be brought to 

trial. 
The impraCticability of this expedition was The infor

fupported by an attempt to prejudice Colonel Wil. matio? of 
Captam 

liam Clerk in the opinion of the people, as ca- Clark~ 

bl ' f . . 'I d '£ f I quell:ioned pa e 0 gIVIng a partla eVI ence In lavour 0 t le • 
information he had given, upon which the plan 
/~as originally formed; or to create a belief that 
the, fiate of Rochefort was greatly changed fince 
he had made his obfervations on that town, for
tifications, &c. For this purpofe the French 
King's regular forces, which, by the memorial 
l?id before the cabinet, did not amount to 
200,000, were mounted up to 300,000 regulars 

10 
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in pay: The thirty thoufand men ftationed to 
guard the coaft: from Calais to BJyonne inclufive, 
were augmented with 100,000 militia-men, kept 
up in conftant training, within that compafs: the 
ftrength of Rochefort was magnified fo much as 
to bid defiance [0 a fudden infult; as if it could 
be readily fupplied from neighbouring garrifons 
with a numerous militia; and might be put in a 
condition of laughing at almol.1: any number of 
troops, that fhould appear before it; efpecially 
unprovided with ftores and materials for a regular 
a if a ult, and lituate up a river unnavigable for 
vdfels of burden. 

Iml'r:lCi.i- It "vas further urged, that Fort Fouras muft 
cahility af- h b fi fl. I b fi h d n' f R tinned. aye een rtL ta <en, e ore t e re UL.llOn 0 0-

chefon could be attempted: But that Fouras is 
unexpugnable by our fhipping, that the coaft in 
Chatelaillon-Bay was covered with foldiers con
cealed behind fand- banks: that the information 
of the firft fuggefters of the undertaking was de
fective: that none but the French could have 
wiOled that our armament had proceeded further 
in the execution of its million: that not a foul 
on board knew half the requilites to be known be
fore any execution could be proceeded to, or even 
rightly planned; and at the fame time, that it 
was no fault of theirs (the commanders) that they 
did not know them. And therefore that it might 
be lamented that fa gallant a fleet had not been 
fitted out eadier againft Cape Breton; as the in
finite importance of America, and the aCtual fitua. 

tidn 
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.ion of things there loudly called for [ueh a deci- A. D. 

five meafure. '7S'7· 

Hence it was faid, that the commanders had Cornman-
, . d . h 1". h h b h del's com-been acqultte WIt 10 mue onour y t e Board rnel1dedfor 

of Enquiry, That there was not a word in their not a~-
temptIn~ 

report, but what they might ever glory in avow- to land. 

ing and fubfcribing to: that the not attacking 

Fouras by fea, at the fame time that it fhollld be 
attacked by land, was to be laid to the charge of 
Thierri the pilot: at leaft, that in this the com
manders were in no fault; nor in their refolution 
of the 25th, not to land; becallfe the nature of 
the errand they were fent upon, and the impoffi-
bility of its execution were already plain enough, 
and though they might not fee any troops, nor 
batreries on ihore, it could not be fuppofed that 
there were not both, and fufficient to cut off our 

men, as they landed, divilion by diviGon. And 

that from thepremifes it was eafy to difeern, whe. 
ther the failure was imputable to the original fin 
of infuffieieney in the projeB: itfelf, or to the per-
fons comttliffioned to carry it into execution ;
whether all the requifites of knowledge were 
duly obtained before the difpatch in the anna-
menr, or whether a fer of gentlemen, of unat
tainted charaCters, and trufted with the arms of 
their country, could be [0 grof1y wanting to its 
honour, and to their own, as to return back with 
fo bad a grace, if a better knowledgF, and a per-
Ianal view of things had not forced them to it, 
with a regret they rendered but too apparent by 

perfifting in it fa much beyond the bounds of 
their 
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A. D. their duty, that one would have thought them 
1757· willing to, prefer the bare opinion of others at a 

diftance, to their own actual and palpable recog
nition on the fpot. 

Anfwer to To this juftification it was r~plied t, That the 
}~~sc/e- . l.lnpromifing prognoftications of this expedition, 

and the fufpicions and infinuations about a ten
dernefs for Hanover were made and fpread by a 
fet of men, as obierved before U, not famous for 
their extenfive knowledge, and who, by their 
private- intrigues and cabals, had, a few months 
ago, thrown the affairs of the King and kingdom 
into fo much confufion; hoping, by the fame in
fluence, by which they had put a ftop to all public 
bufinefs, at that time, to blaft the expedition 

:{~ c::~:f a1fo. That a plan, (whoever projected it) ap
t~e mifcar- proved, on the utmoft deliberation, by his Ma-
~lage to be . ' . 
imputed. Jefty, and unammollfiy approved on .. by hIS ca-

binet-council; undertaken on a full examination 
I 

of fads by the generals to be employed, without 
Obferva· proteft or remonftrance; approved and defired by 
tions on f h 
the plan. the King 0 Pruffia w, and prepared under t e im-

mediate infpection of Sir John Ligonier, com
mander in chief of the K.ing's forces, could not be 
a project fo totally repugnant to common fenfe, and 
impracticable, as the advocates for the commanders 
therein chofe to reprefent it. As to the infinua-

t In the expedition againft Roc~efort fully ftated and con
fidered, &c. by a country gentleman, the late ingeniollS Tho.
mas Potter, Efq; 

U On page 303 . 
.. A$ appear~ ill the Enquiry, p. ~O, 

tion. 
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tion about the illegality or uncommonnefs of the A. D. 

proceeding againft Sir John, by way of enquiry, it 1757-

was obferved, That this was not the £lrft inftitution On the 

of a board of general officers, for the purpofe of in- boar~ of 
, enqUiry. 

quiry into the conduct of a commander: that it took 
place under the aufpices of his Royal Highnefs 
William, Duke of Cumberland, at that time com
mander in chief of the Britiih forces: and that 
an officer was judged, condemned, and ruined by 
fuch a board of enquiry, without any other trial. 
But that, if ever fuch an enquiry was right and 
proper, it was fa in the prefent cafe, where the 
parties had combined in an agreement upon a 
total fuppreffion of evidence. For, in the very 
council of war, which unanimouOy refolved to do 
nothing, far from a defire to fl:ate the evidence, 
on which they proceeded, and their refpeCtive opi-
nions upon tbat evidence, (which one ihould think 
natural to everyone, who is folicitous for his ho-
nour and juftification,) the firft thing refol ved upon 
was, to take no minutes of opinions; and that even 
the informations of the perfons examined ihould 
not frand part of the minutes, fo \ as to be tranf
mitred to any perf on x. 

It having been infinuated ironically, that the Officers 

great officers, who were appointed for this en- ~oe~~:d~; 
quiry, were not the beft qualified for fuch an im- Mr.PITT. 

portant fervice, it was retorted, that they could 
not be of Mr. PITT'S recommendation, confider-

. ing the known and declared friendihips, con-

J: See Enquiry, page 10. and the note on page 340 . 

neCtions 
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A. D. nections and attachments of the majority of them; 
J 757· who moft certainly had no partiality in favour of 

the projectors, and againft thofe, who ought to 
have executed the plan of the expedition. 

As to the multiplying of the military forces on 
the coaft of France; they were fo far from amount
ing to about 100,000 regulars, befides 100,000 

O I militia, that there were actually but 4000 reO'u\ars, 
n y 4000 0 

regulars at at the time our fleet came upon the caaft, for the 
Rochefort . . 
and on that defence of all the garnfons and out-works In and 
coall:. near port l'Orienr, la Rochelle and Rochefort; and 

Coup de 
main ex .. 
plained. 

the fmaller divifion of thefe was at Rochefort. It 
is true there was a marillal of France" to command 
this petty corps. But it is alfo as true (in the ac
counts given by the French themfelves) that the 
old matfhal confidered all as loft, the moment 
the attack was pointed at Rochefort: and he was 
fo far from making difpoiitions to difpute the 
landing of our troops, that he fpent his hours in 
tears, and in writing expreifes to his court. 

It was obferved, That the commanders could 
not take any refuge under the definition of a coup 
de main: which does not only mean a fu rpri fe, 
and that the whole profpw: of fuccefs muft be 
given up, where the opportunity of a furprife 
/hall be 10ft: but that it includes every other way 
of attack, except by open trenches and ereCting 
batteries; as properly explained in the advice de
livered by Sir John Lig~nier to Sir John Mor
daunt Y; " It may perhaps, fays he, fllcceedbejl 

, SeeElTqnrry, p.21. 

" at 
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U at your coming up, as the enemy may be in a A. D. 

" great hurry, furprife and confternation, at fuch 1757· 

" an unexpeaed vi fit, and not have time to make 
" his difpofitions. But if that is not thought 

" proper, it (the coup de main) may fumed as well 
" after the 'place has been thoroughly reconnoitred, 
" and you have fixed the fpots, where you de-
" fign to make the greateft efforts: and if the 
" enemy fee any preparations for a regular attack, 
" they will leis expect a coup de main, &c." 

From hence it was inferred, That, if Sir John Remarh 

M d 11 h h S· J h L' . b on Sir John or aunt rea y t oug t Ir 0 n Igomer to e Ligonier's 

a man of that experience in the art of war, which letter. 

he defcribes him to be : if he really meant to guide 
himielf by the whole of his advice in the execu-
tion of the plan, and not to excufe himielf, only 
by felecting certain parts of it from qthers, which 

were explanatory, and with which they were con-
nected, how came he fo totally to have forgot 
this part of it, which, if any doubt had fubfifted, 
would have explained what was intended by a 
coup de main; and to have remembered only the 
recommendation to fecure a communication for a 
retreat: not !hewing the neceffitr' of Fort Fouras 

being taken before the troops were landed, in order 
to fecure a retreat; but {uch a retreat, as could be 
fecured after rhey were landed :-" Suppofing, 
" fays Sir John Ligonier, the troops landed, it 
" mun be left to the confideration of the generals, 

" whether they ihould not march, with proper 
" precautions, direfl/y to Rochefort, to prevent 

" any fuccours being thrown into the place, at 
VOL. II. Z " the 

18 
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A. D. c( the fame time that the marines lhould be em. 
1757· "ployed for making II. good intrenchment for the 

" fecurity of the !tares to be landed from time 
" to time, as well as of a retreat 'in cafe of ne
e' ceillty." 

I 'e It was thought a very infufficient means, to wipe mpropn -
ty. o~ ad- off any imputations, to attempt to invalidate the 
mlttmg. d" f C I 1 C] k parties in eVldence an oplmon 0 0 one ar e; becaufe 
evidence. it was upon his reprefentation that the expedition 

againft Rochefort was thought of; as if he was 
bound in honour to fupport his own plan j and 
when the very officers, of whom the council of 
war was compofed, were admitted to give tefri
mony in the caufe, in which they were the very 
parties to be tried, in cafe of a general mifconduct. 

Fort Fou- As to the practicability of taking Fort Fouras, 
~:sa:~~;~:d the argument ran high in oppofition to thofe, 
by [ea. who voted againft the attempt in the council of 

war.-It was taken for granted that the French, 
in matters of defence would conduct themfelves 
on principles fimilar to thofe, which are adopted 
by the reft of mankind: and that, of the build·· 
ing a fort, it is built either to defend or offend. 
Thus Fouras was weak to the land, it frood at 
the water's edge, to guard the channel; it frood 
even on a bank, which ran into the water with 
twenty-fOtlr embraIfures to the water-fide z. There
fore its ufe was to guard not a fand-bank, over 
y, hich fcarce a Thames wherry could pafs, if fame 
accounts lhould be admitted; but a channel fit for 

z See Enquiry, page 30 • 

large 
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large !hips: If it had fl) many guns, what could 
be their ufe, if a ihip could not come up within 
gun-!hot? So that according to Admiral K--s 
there was no channel at all; or it layout of gun
!hot of the fort. It was further obferved, Tha.t 
though the vice-admiral's mafter found no more 
than fix feet water at high water, and a bomb
ketch, which drew but eleven feet water, went 

~grollnd, at near three miles difl:ance; the Co
ventry frigate did the fame farther out, and the 
Barfleur at a frill greater diftance; yet after all 
this delay and hazard to the !hips, that admiral 
thought fit to found and try the depth. of water 
at a diftance from the fort, where no cannon 
could reach; and there is not one fingle proof 
given of an attempt to find the depth of wate.f 
near the !hore, and within gun-thot of the fort. 

That there was a narrow channel, near the 
ihore is, therefore, incon teftible from the cir
cumftance of the cafe: and it is demonl.hable from 
the evidence of the French fi!herman Bonneau, 
who knew it well, navigated it, and was examined 
by General Conway, &c. a who vouched four ta
thorn (viz. twenty-four feet) water at half can
non ihot from Fort Fouras; fufficient water for a 
fixty gun !hip. Befides, when the public were 
acquainted not only with the tefl:imony of the pi
lot Thierry, confirmed by Bonneau, but with Cap
tain Colby's offer to carry the Princefs Amelia b 

~ to Fouras, they could not help thinking that 

a See Enquiry, p. 53. l> Ibid. p. 30. 
Z 2 there 

355 
A.D • 
.1757· 



356 THE GENERAL HISTORY or 

A. D. there was a myftery, which might be eafier'gueft, 
1757· than explained. 

Court There and many more difadvantageous re
m~rtial ap- flexions were made on the conduCt of thofe, who 
p01l1ted. . 

were entrufted with the executIon of this fecret 
expedition againft Rochefort, and demanded a 
more fatisfaEl:ory proceeding to come at the caure 
of this extraordinary difappointment to the na
tion in general. ' Nothing but a public trial could 
fatisfy the people. And it is thought that Sir 
John Mordaunt was no lefs folicitous for a court
martial, as the only method to eftablifh his own 
reputation with his countrymen. Accordingly 
his Majefty iffued his \~arrant for that purpofe on 
the third of December c; in which court he, Sir 
John, was charged with difobedience to his Ma-

c This court confifted of nine lieutenant generals. nine 
major generals and three colonels: viz. Lieut. Gen. James, 
Lord Tyrawly, prefident.-Lieut. Gen. Charles Lord Cado
gan-Lieut. G~n. John Guife-Lieut. Gen. Richard Onllow 
-Lieut. Gen. Henry Pulteney-Lieut. Gen. Sir Charles 
Howard-Lieut. Gen. John Huike-Lieut. Gen. John Lord 
Delaware-Lieut. Gen. James Cholmondeley-Major Gen. 
Maurice Rockland-Major Gen. William Earl of Panmure
Major Gen. William Earl of Ancram-Major Gen. William 
Earl of Harrington-Major Gen. George Earl of Albemarle 
-Major Gen. Henry Holmes-Major Gen. Alexander Dury 
-Major Gen. John Mofiyn-Major Gen. Edward Carr-
Colonel William Kingfley-Colonel Alexander Duroure
Colonel Bennet Noel-Charles Gould, Deputy Judge Advo
cate General. 

Who alfembled in the council chamber at Whitehall, on 
the 14th of December, and continued by feveral adjournments, 
to the zoth of December 1757. 

jefty's 
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jelly's orders and inil:ruEtions. But there being A. D. 

no other EvidEnces heard on this trial, than had 1757· 

been admitted at the board of enquiry, except 
Admiral Hawke's dEpofition; and they all by mem-
bers of the council of war, under whofe refolu-

tions Sir John pleaded authority or advice for his 
conduct:, he was arquitted, after a defence, that 
differed in no eifential point from the former. 
The court unanimoufly found him not guilty of Acqujt~ 
h I hObO d .' /l. h' d dOd I Sir John tee large ex 1 Ite agaInll 1m, an 1 t lere- Mordaunt. 

fore acquit him. But the opinion of the public How re

remained unaltered; who, on this occafion, could ~~~v;~b~~. 
not forbear throwing out fome bitter fpeeches 
againil: the contrail:, which they pretended to dif-
cover between the lenity of this [entence and the 
rigour of that paired upon the unfortunate ad-
miral, who was fo feverely treated by the popu-
lace, and condemned and execmed for not doing 
all that was in his power to do; or for not at
tempting to relieve Fort St. Philip, and for not 
fighting the French, who had got the heels of 
him, and would not fray and give him the oppor-
tunity to do all in his power to do on that occa-
fion: and they -could not even help fufpeEting 
fome fecret caufe for the failure of this expeditic:n, 
from the unprecedented meafures taken by fome 

of the courtier8, to prevent a parliamentary en- Padia

guiry, which was the intention of the new mi- ment~ry 
o enqUIry 

ni!l:ry, to fift out the true caufe. When the CIty how ftopt. 

of London was preparing to addrefs his Majeuy 
for this purpofe, they were flopt by a mcirage 
from the King, fent to the Lord Mayor, by Wil-

Z 3 liam 
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A. D. liam Blair, Efq; one of the clerks of the privy 
1757· council, to acquaint him that he had given prc~ 

per direCtions for an enquiry to be forthwith made 
into the behaviour of the commanding officers of 
the faid expedition, or to that effeB:, which caufed 
the motion for an addrefs not to go on. 

The na- But, thouo-h the difcontent of the nation did 
.• 0 

~~oen :~U1t not appear in the leait to be appeafed, they were 
nil1er. far from arcribing any blame to the minifter. 

They were fatisfied, that the fecret expedition- had 
been intended, and that it was well calculated, to 
annoy the enemy; to make him fufceptive of 
wounds upon his own (oaits; to {hike terror 
and difmay throughout all his fubjeB:s; to ener· 
vate and difpirit his arms, and to ftrike at the 
rbot of his maritime power, without which France 
could not pofflbly maintain a war, to the prejudice 
of England; and further they pleafed themfelves 
with the hopes, that it would conduce greatly to 
wipe off the difgrace of our late mifconduCl: and 
mifcarriages, and ftimulate the Britifh nation to 
exert their natural ftrength, and retrieve their 
antient glory. 

What ef- Thefe motives and expeC\:ations were certainly 
feRs this r. ft d· 1i r. Y h f eKpetlition lfU rate 10 orne mealure. et t e powers 0 

had on tlfle Europe interefted in the fea, could difcover by this 
powers 0 

Europe. fpecimen of the new minifter's abilities, his fpirit; 
and penetrate into the defigns of his meafures. 
They, from this moment, began to look upon 
the Britifh councils with more care and circum 1 

fpeCl:ion; when they faw a man placed at [he 
I head 
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head of, and giving direCtions to, a warlike people, A. D. 

who admitted no other rule for his operations 1757· 

againft their enemy, than conveniency. His new 
fyftem, refolution and aCtivity convinced them, 
that he would not be difcouraged by the failure in 
his firft attempt, however it had happened. Swe .. 
den and Denmark thought it time to arm in de ... 
fence of their commerce in the Baltic, and joined 
their maritime force for that purpofe, to guard 
againft a f\'lrprize in the north. We faw the Ita., 
lian ports taking the beft meafures in their power 
for their own fecudty. The very Dutch could 
not look upon thefe proceedings without a dread, 
that made them propofe an augmentation of their 
navy. As for France, our nacural enemy, {he On France 

was not prepared to contend with a power, that lin l'articu-
ar. 

braved every danger, had totally changed its 
fyftem, and was in a condition, and refolved to 
attack her with full vigour. What ftruck our 
enemies with the greateft confternation and dread i 
they perceived that no failure in the execution 
was able to prejudice the nation againft this mi.., 
nifler; and, for the firft time, faw a Britifh mi. 
nifl:er unanimoufiy applauded for a meafure, that 
had mifcanied. Divifion, the grand engine of 
the French fyftem of politicks, by which they had 
fo often difgraced us abroad and diftraCtedus at 
home, was healed. Popularity and the admini
ilration were now united: a bulwark more im
pregnable than our arms, and [0 effential in a 
country like England, that a minifter, unlefs he 
has the power and addrcfs to gain it, can never 

Z 4- aCl: 
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act: with the ftrength of the whole nation, nor in. 
vigorate a true fpirit in the people. This lliewed 
the enemy that the fpirit of the nation was rouzed 
from that ftupid lethargy, in which it had conti. 
nued for fame years, and aifured the Englifh that 
their confidence was not mifplaced, in a man of 
experience, integrity, and uninfluenced by lucra
tive and ambitious vil"ws; fh:adily purfuing their 
interefts and happim:fs, and eagerly {[Mching at 
every opportunity to complete their willies, and 
to preferve uDlnimity, as the only fuppart agaillit 
an infidious powerful enemy. and to execute the 
meafures neceifary to humble him with fucce(~. 

Therefore, though the nation lamented the caufe 
of their late difcon tent; they rejoiced in the ad· 
minif1:ration of one. who bad already made fo great 
a change in tbe face of their affairs, and had 
alarmed all Europe with a fample of thof~ great 
things, we are able to do with our natural ftrength. 
They had, with too much reafon, run away with 
a defpicable opinion of om degenerate ihength, 
both in the cabinet and in the field: and now they 
perceived the antient fpirit and military virtue of 
the people revive, to be once more the terror of 
the French. 

The accounts from other parts, about this time, 
confirmed this opinion. Mr. PITT, in therrlOnth 
of February, had intereft enough to forward a 
fq uadroI} to J amaic;1, to cover our iilands and 
trade in thofe (eas from the injuries and danger 
that threatened them daily, by a fuperiority of 
the French men of war in America. Admir"l 

Coates, 





Cap~ .1ffiTI-IUR FORRE § 'l. 
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Coates d, who commanded this fquadron, de- A. D. 

tached Captain Forreil:, with three frigates to 1757·' 

cruife off cape Francois, which was the beft il:a- ~~;.::~~s 
tion to intercept the French trade to Europe, and g.alla~t ac-

h . 1 d fi . tlOn In the to watc their nava e 19ns. At that time M. Well: In-

Kerfaint, who had fcoured the Engliih [etdements dies. 

on the coaft of Guinea, in November Jaft, was 
then returned, and lay in that harbour with four 
men of war: and upon the firft notice of Captain 
Forreft's appear~nce, the French commander 
ftrengthened his fbips with an addition of failors 
and foldiers, and put to rea, to attack the Eng-
lifh frigates Captain Forreft having de[cried the. 
enemy, called his two captains on. board his own 
ihip, and [~id, " Gentlemen, you know your own 
" ftrength; and fee that of the enemy: !hall we 
" give them battle?" They, not regarding the 
vall: f.uperiority of the French, anfwered in the af
firmative. "Then, faid he, fight them we will, 
" there is no time to be loft: return to your {hips, 
" and get them ready for engaging." It was 
done with the greateft alertnefs. They did not 
wait the attack in their il:ation, but bore down 
upon the enemy with uncommon fpirit, engaged 
them with the utmoft fury for two hours and a 
half, in fight of the Cape, and obliged them to 
run back fafter than they had advanced, and to 
1eek proteCtion in their fortified harbour, where 
the [mall [quadran, under Captain Forfeit, was 

forced [0 let them refl, being obliged to return 

d See page 1;Z, Vol. II. 

to 



361 THE GENERAL HISTORY OF 

A.D. 
t757· 

Eal\ Indi

to Jamaica t6 repair his {hips. Which done, they 
immediately failed fOl' the eoaft of HifpanioIa ; 
where he made up for their trouble and difap
pointment on the laft occafion, by taking a fleet of 
nine Domingo men richly laden, with a fingle 
{hip. This was the firO: effect: of Mr. PITT'S 

firfl adminifrration, felt in the Weft Indies. 
About the fame time that Coates was tent to 

an affairs. Jamaica, Commodore Stevens was difpatched with 
another fquadron to the Eall: Indies; as related 
before e. But it is not time to expect: any account 
of the effeCts of that reinforcement, ordered to 
join the fleet under Admiral Watron. Neverthe
lefs this year furnifueth a variety of naions both 
by fea and land beyond the line. 

Captain The French began very early in 1757, with an 
Chail- fi 'r: . I M 
laud's re- attempt to urpnle TrichlOopo i. . d' Autueil 
lief ufTri- was charaed with this fervice; who invefted the 
,hlnopoly. t/ 

place with nine hundred men in battalion, three 
or four thoufand Sepoys, about one hundred Eu
ropeans and Huffars, and a much greater number 
of country horfe. Trichinopoly, at this juncture, 
was not in a condition of defence againft fuch a 
force, the greatefr part of the garrifon having 
marched under the command of Captain Chail
laud, who was then before Madura, a place about 
100 miles from Trichinopoly, and of great con
fequence to the affairs of the company and their 
allies. However, matters were not condutl:ed fo 
privately by the French, but Captain Chaillaud 

e. On page 15:::. Vol. II. 
was 
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was informed of their defign, and by forced 
marches with all his Europeans, and one thoufand . 
of the beft Sepoys, and four days provifions in their 
knapfacks, he was fully refalved to fave the town 
at all events, knowing that it muG: be loft with-
out his. affiftance. On the other hand it was the 
irttereft of the French to be as watchful and re-
folute to prevent his entrance into the town. 

A.D. 

For this purpafe the French formed thcmfelves Difpofitioll 

in four divifions; which formed a chain quite oFf the
j rene 1 ar ... 

a-craf~ the plain, over which it was expeCted Cap-' my. 

tain Chaillaud would be obliged to attempt a par .. 
fage: in the front of which their cavalry was ad .. 
vanced, and divided into fmall parties, to pOfTefs 
the roads and pofts all round; except the planta
tion grounds, which extended about nine miles 
to the weftward of the town, and was fo OOllghy f, 

that it was impoffible to march over it without 
being above the knee in mud at each ftep: and 
therefore deemed impaffable for an army, and left 
\lnguarded. 

Captain Chaillaud, informed by his fpies, of the March of 
, d' r. fi' r. J' d k I' b the Englifu enemy s lIpO mon, relo ve to ta e 11S rout Y forces. . 

this negleCl:ed and difficult way; but with fuch 
precaution as to give no fufpicion of his in
tentions. He, to put it out of the power of 
fpies or deferters to betray his march, kept for-
waral in the common great road, withom the leaft 

f Occafioned by the overflowing of the waters, which is a 

necefT'ary part of agriculture in thefe regions, and without 

which ~he rice will not grow. 
appear· .. 
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A. D. appearance of his deGgn, till the c10fe of the even-
1757· ing, when he commanded his little army to wheel 

off towards the rice fields. They arrived on the 
planrations about ten that night;, and after feven 
hours moll: fatiguing march, they got, unnoticed 
by the enemy, within cannon-ibot of the fort, 

and were admitted undifcovered; the enemy's 

attention being drawn from that quarter, not only 

by its difficult accefs, bur by a detachment of 
two companys of Sepoys, whom the captain had 
ordered to march in the common road, and to 
alarm the enemy on the other fide: which fervice 

they effeCtually performed, and made their own 
retreat good through the woods, till they found 

an opportuniry, next night, to Fct into the town. 
When the enemy were convinced of this reinforce

ment's fafe arrival in the town, they were tOO well 
convinced of the impoffibility of their being able 
(0 take it; and of the danger they ran in continu

ing expofed in the field, to the enterpriGng genius 
of the brave commander, that was now in a con· 
dition to attack their camp. 

('0101101 M. D' Auteuil therefore refolved to return with 

~~:;~~::rs- his army to Pondicherry. Colonel Forde, who 
ful atl'cmpt was ordered by the aovernment of Madrafs to re-
on Vcl- b 
lome. d uce the fort of Velloure g, which, as appre-

hended, its governor Nazeabulla Cawn had, or 

g This town is twice as large as M adrafs. It has five gates, 
t'.','O large and three fmall, furrounded by a mud wall, very 
broad at the bottom, and about three feet thick on the top of 
the rampart; and by" dry ditch, except on the north fide, 
which in rainy [earom has water in it. 

4 intend-
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intended to make over, with other places and ports, 

to the French, did not fucceed fo well. The co
lonel battered that fort three days, and on the 5th 
of May, he made a praericable breach, and began 

the affault at the break of day. Fifty Caifrees, led 
up by EnGgn Elliot at their head, marched with 

great refolution to the foot of the breach, They 
were followed very clofe by three companies (300) 
of Sepoys, till they came within fixey yards of 
the breach; where they laid themfelves down in a 
ditch, and could not be prevailed upon to advance 
a frep further: fa that the Europeans, that' did 

not exceed 100, were obliged to march over them 
to the breach. This was executed with great in

trepidity; and having joined the Caifrees, they ad
vanced to the top of the breach; where they were 
received by the people in the fort fo warmly, with 

pikes, fire-locks, clubs and frones, that it was 

impoffible for fuch a handful to force their way 

over; though they maintained the affaulr three 
quarters of an hour. Then the colonel, convinced 

that there could be nothing done with his force 
againft fa gallant a defence, deferred alfo by the 
Sepoys, ordered a retreat; which was conduered 
with fuch good order, that not a man was hurt 

after they had left the attack. But in the aCtion 

the: e were about forty Europeans killed and 
wounded, and about fifty Caffrees and Sepoys. 
They that were wounded, were rendered unfit fer 
prefent fervice: and there was fcarce anyone in 

the breach, that efcaped bruifes and centurions; 

Several 
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A. D. Several other actions happened, with various 
1757 fuccefs. Our forces under Captain Polier, fent 

Various I 
()ther ac- from Madrafs, reduced Outremu our, a fort pof. 
tions. feffed by the French; which he entered without 

refiftance: the French garrifon confifted only of 
Sepoys, who abandoned the fort, upon the firft 

Captain notice of Captain Polier's march. But this con· 
Polier. ft f J1.. d . F C que was 0 a very mort uratlOn. or, ap-

tain Polier leaving no more than forty Sepoys in 
garrifon, it was obliged foon after to fubmit to a 
detachment of one hundred Europeans and To· 
paffes and 300 Sepoys, which marched again A: 
this fort from Allamparva. However, the fitua. 
tion of Outremalour gave the government of Ma. 

Captain drafs fo much uneafinefs, t~at Colonel Adlercron 
AdJercron. was immediately ordered to attempt its final re

duction, and to defiroy its fortifications: which 
he faithfully performed. From hence the co
lonel marched to invefl: Wandewaih, a fortrefs of 
great importance, in the in~ereft of France. But 
was deterred from making any attempt upon the 
place, by advice that the French army, which 
had been employed againft Trichinopoly, was 
marching to its relief. 

Co> H- The retreat of Colonel Adlercrol) encour3ged the 
LUlJ plun. enemy to follow him clofe, as far as Conjeveram, 
<icJ,cI. 

which they plundered; but were repulfed in their 
attack of the Pagoda or Fort, with the lQfs of an 
officer and fix Europeans killed, and about ten 
wounded; though the garrifo l1 confined of ~ 
more than a ferjeant and two companies of Se-
poys. 

Co)o-
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Colonel Lawrence marched againft the French 
at Wandewafh. They were encamped and /lrongly 
entrenched about a mile from the town. The co-
lonel took poft on the loth of June, about four 
miles from them, and tried every method to draw 
them out of their entrenchments, his men being 
full of fpiries, and eager for engllgement; bue 
without effeCt-So that, as they could not be 
brought out into the open plain, and, they had 
a great fuperiority in numbers, and their 'entrench~ 
ments were defended by [evefal batteries, it was 
thought proper to withdraw an army, that was 
obliged to remain inaCtive, and at an ufelefs ex .. 
pence. 

A. O. 
J757· 

As for the French army it remained about Wan- The defpe

dewafh, till the 20th of September, when they ~.lte de-
f ,ence 0 

marched againft Chetteptlt with eighteen hundred Chettcf'.It. 

Europeans. The place was defended by Nizar 
Mahomed Cawn, the governor, affified by a fer-
jeant and fixteen men from Fort St. George: 
who defended themfelves to the bft extremity, and 
killed a great number of the enemy. The gover-
nor being driven out of tbe fort, renewed the figh~ 
in the ftreets, and difputed every inch of ground, 
till a mulket-ball deprived him of his life. On 
the report of his death, his family immediately 
deftroyed themfelves; and a vaft {laughter of his 
troOps enfued. 

Captain Chaillalld havingLlelivered Trichinopoly The jj~ge 
from the French, returned with the ucmoft dili- ;;. Madu

gence to his fmall corps, left to blockade Ma .. 
dura, and took fuch part of the garrifon with him, 

as 
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A. D. as could be fpared, without expofing that town t<1 
1757· a furprize from the enemy; m;::king in all ninety 

military and four hundred Sepoys, fupported by 
two twenty-four pounders. Having joined the 
troops under Lieutenant Rumbold, who had 
maintained his ftation before Madura, and ereCted 
a battery, he began to play his cannon from 
thence on the 9th of July; made a breach before 
noon, and without delay, to prevent new works 
being thrown lip in the night, he formed the at
tack, and advanced to the breach by two o'clock 

:Bravely of the fame day. But the befieged gave them fo 
defended. 

brave a reception, that the beft of his men fell in 
the attempt, or were fo wounded, that it was not 
pollibJe for him to perfift in the alfault. For the 
remainder retreated: nor was it in his power to 

Lors of the fpirit them up to a [econd attack, having loft be
Englifh. tween thirty and forty Europeans and Caffrees 
How re- and a hundred Sepoys. However this brave and 
tluced. fkilful officer did not defpair of fuccefs, either by 

compelling the town to capitulate by famine, or 
to accept of reafonabJe terms to deliver up that 
fortrefs; fo necelfary for the fecurity of the compa
ny's affairs, into his hands. He made the pro
per diipofitions to reduce the place by famine. 
But, as this method might tak,:: up fo much time, 
as to prolong his fray till the arrival of the French 
fleet, and all the frrength, that could be colleered, 
was necelfary for the' defence of their garrifons, 
againft that event, he had orders to break up the 

. blockade, and return to his command at Trichi
nopoly. Therefore he tried what could be done 

by 
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by negociation; and at length prevailed with A. D. 

Mauphus Cawn's peoI?)e to give Madura h up to 17)7. 

the company for the fUIl1' of 170,000 roupees : 
and it was accordingly delivered into his power 
juft at the time the French fleet arrived. Having 
fecured this requifition, with a large garrifon of 
Sepoys, under the comman.d of Houf Cawn, the 
Captain marched with the utmoft expedition to 
Trichinopoly.. . 

This was all. that could be done by the Englifh The weak. 
. h' Th d I h"· nefs of the company ID t IS quarter. e e ay t elr rem- Engliih 

forcements met. with in Europe, which feemed to forces. 

act in concer~with the late inaCtive miniftry; and 
the confiderable part of their forces fent to the re-
lief of Bengal, had reduced their whole ftrength 
to 1618 men i: whereas the French had at this The fupe..: 

time very near 3500 European military; I 000 of~~:~Je~:h. 
which were fent from Europe this year. A fupe-
riority of ftrength, which increafed their power, 
in proportion as it overawed the natives from affift-
ing them, that were not in a condition to defend 
themfelves, and increafed the number and aid of 
their allies. 

Affairs took a much better turn in the kingdom Remarks 

f I Th d ft .o.· . d . h h on the de-o Benga. e e rUcllon carne on Wit t e fperate 

urmoft barbarity, which threatned a total lofs offtcate of 
akutta. 

the commerce and fettlements on the Ganges, 

b Which had been obtained by treachery. See page 370. 

Vol. I. 
i 1300 of the company's troops, 334 enlilled from Colonel 

Adlercron's regiment, ordered home; and 84 foleliers fent this 
year from Europe in the China !hips. 

VOL. II. A a and 
19 
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and its dependencies, required the molt vigotous 
and expeditious reliefk. The cafe was defperate. 
There was no waiting for fuccours from Europe. 
The only hopes of recovery was in expedition and 
vigour: and there waS no other dependance for 
the dil1:relTed fufferers, than in the aid of the hand
ful of men 1 fent from Fort St. George, under 
the command of Captain Clive; and in the un
certain navigation 9f the fleet, which had lately 
reduced Angria m, and delivered thofe feas from 
a pitaticaJ ftate, that had for many years inter
rupted the commerce of the European '~wers, 
frequenting the coaO: of Coromandel. 

Admiral Watfon having no more to do atBom· 
bay, failed from thence on the 30th of April for 
Madrafs; but touched at Fort St. bavld'~, where 
he anchored on the 29th of May 1756, and con
tinued there till July 20th; when he failed (or 
Madrafs, and came to anchor in Madrafs road on 
the 21ft. Here he received'the account of the 
hard fate of Calcutta and its dependencies, took 
Captain Clive and the military on board, and failed 
in perfonon the 16th of October, with all the 
[quadran and the Walpole and Marlborough In
diamen for Bengal. 

It was the 5th of December berorethis arma
ment reached Balafore Toad, detained by calms 
and contrary winds. They crolTed the Braces on 
the 8th, proceeded up the river and anchored at 

, 
I< See ~59 to 368. Vol. 1. I See p. 368• Vol. I. 

III See p. 3)4, &c. Vol. I. 

F\l1t~ 
r 
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Fulta on the 15th, where Governor Drake and A. D. 

the gentlemen of the council waited for their arrival, 175/' 

on board of [uch fhips and veffels, as had the for-
tune to efcape the Moors. It was the 28th before 
the fleet could flir from hence, (the piluts abfo-
lutely refufing to take charge of fuch large' fhips 
till the fprings were over) when he failed with the 
following !hips: the Kent, Tyger, Salifuury, Bridg-
water, and King's Fifuer fioop. The next after- Buibudgia 

noon Colonel Clive was landed, in order to march forkt adt-
tac 'e • 

and' attack Bu.(budgia fort by land, at the [arne 
time that the [quadran appeared before the place, 
which anchored and began to cannonade about 
eight o'clock in the morning on the 30th; and, 
at half paft eight, the King's troops were landed 
to [upport Colonel Clive. The fhips foon filenced 
the enemy's fire; and, at feven in the evenil'lg; 
100 feamen were landed under the command of 
Captain King. At half pafieight, the body of Taken" 

the fort was on fire; and, immediately aftet, the 
place waS deferted by the garrifon; which being 
but few, efcaped into the country. One of the 
company's captains waskill~d, and four foldiers 
wounded. This fort was extremely we'll fituated Situation 

for defence~ having a wet ditch round it; but badly a1,nd 'h 
.., .rengt • 

provIded wIth cannon; on'ly 18 guns, from 24 
pounders and downwards, and about 40 barrels of 
powder, with ball in proportion, being found 
in it. 

On the Ifl: of January the Kent and Tyger an- Tanna fort 

chort:,d between Tanna fort and a battery oppofite deCerted. 

to it, both which the enemy abandoned, as the 
, A a 2 1bjps 
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!hips approached. Abo~t 40 guns1 fome 24 

pounde~s, and all mounted on good carriages, with 
tOme powder and ball, were found in this fort 
and battery; and the.Admiral 1eft the S~~ilbury as 
a guard-!hip to prevent the enemy from regaining 
them. 

E~emy's In the night the Admiral fent the boats, man-
lll:psbumt. d d d h' b /L. ne an arme , up t e nver, to urn a Ullp and 

fome veffels faid to be filled with combuftibles, 
which was' ~xecuted without oppofitiol\~ 

March to The next morning, early, the company's troops 
Calcutta. were landed, and im{TH!diately began their march 

to Calcutta. The Keflt and Tyger foon after pro
ceeded up the river, together ~ith the 20 gun {hip 

Th~Moors and floop. At 40 minutes afte!" nin~,. the enemy 
begm the fi h T fi' - h· b' . fire. began to re upon t e yger, rom t elr attenes 

below Calcutta, which they abandoned, as the !hips 
Returned. approached. At 2~ minutes paft ten, the Tyger 

and Kent made a very warm fire" infomuch that 
the enemy were foon driven from thei~ guns, and 

Fort de- prefently after ran out of the fort, which Captain 
felted. fi Coote, with the King's troops, and an officer rom 

the Kent, ~ntered a little ,before eleven. Fo~r 

mortars, 91 guns of different fizes, and a confide
rable quantity of. all kind! of ammunition, were 
found in the fort. The !hips fuffered very little 
in their mafts, yards, and rigging, and only 10ft 
nine feamen and three [oldiers killed, and 26 fea
men and five foIdiers wounded. 

An expedition was then propofed againft Hugh
ley, to be executed by the 20 gun !hip and floop, 
the boats of the [quad ron manned and armed, 

affifted 
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affifred' by all the King's troops, amouhting to A, D. 

170, the company's grenadiers and 200 fepoys, 1757· 

which were to be landed under the command of 
Captain Kilpatrick. Every thing being prepared; 
they failed under the command of Captain Smith, 
of the Bridgwater, on the 5th of January 1757, 
and attacked this city with fo much fpirit, as they 
had done the pther fons, that indicated a revenge 
for the barbarous treatment of their countrymen, 
that it was alfo reduced without any confiderable 
refiftance. The garrifon fled; and left behind 
them 20 guns, 24 pounders downwards, and a 
confiderable quantity of ammunition. Nor could 
this fatisfy the revengeful conquerors, who burnt 
and deftroyed the city, and the granaries and ftore-
houfes of faIt petre, fituate on each fide of the 
river: by which the Nabob's army was greatly 
diftreffed for fubfiftance in that part of the coun-
try. 

Thefe atchievements of Britiih valour rouzed The Na-

h M 'ih P' d" d h' f h bob takes t e oon nnce, an convInce 1m 0 t e the field. 

- neceffity for him to provide a more refpeCl:able 
force to ftem the progrefs of their arms, than the 
feeble garrifons of unexperienced Indians. He His fvm. 

therefore, affifted with French officer~, engineers, 
and gunners, refolved to take the field, with 

I 10,000 horfe and about 15,000 foot. His army 
took the rout of Calcutta, and on the 2d of Feb. 
1757 it marched paft the Engliih camp, at the 
diftance of about a mile, and pitched their tents 
on a convenient fpot of ground, near the town. 

A a 3 Colonel 
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A. D. Colonel Clive, who had already begun to reo 
1757' efl:abliili the military honour of the Englifh, which 

Is attacked Ii k' h . h d d . h pIa 
by Colonel was ~!fig t ere, as It a one 10 ot .er ees, 
Clive. did not heIirate a moment about what was to be 

done, notwithftanding the enemy's prodigious fu· 
periority in the field. He trufted to his failhf\.ll 
~nd brave fellows, whofe valour he had [0 often 
tried and proved. He only requeftrd fuch an ad
dition of feamen, to manage his an..illery, as coulcl 
be convenientlyfpared. Accordingly Captain 
Warwick received orders on the' 4th to take upon 
him the command of a detachment of 600 failor .. , 
draughted from the feveral fhips, to join Colonel 
Clive, in order to force and to drive the Nabijij 
out of his camp. 

On the 5th at one in the morning~ Captain 
Warwick landed his men a little above Kelfal's 
oCtagon; about two he joined the Colonel,i whofe 
troops were under arms, and at three the whole 
army, in three columns, mwched, the failors at· 
tending the train, which confined of fix field 
pieces, and one haubitzer. About five, the troops in 
tAe van were charged by the enemy's horfe in their 
camp; a.nd by the time our rear guard were entered, 
the eng~gement became general from hedges and 
bufhe$; on which they played our artillery, de
Jending the right and left of our army all the way 
through the camp, and driving tbe enemy before 
them, with great rapidity, 'till they lodged them
felves in a tope, near .Meter's gal·den,· behind the 
hedges: from hence tbey de~ched a large body 
of hone, with two cannon, to the crofs toad of 

the 
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,the Bunglo, which: our men foon difiodged, and A. D. 

from thence marched into the fort. In this action 1757· 
'. fc • Lofs on our were killed 12 eamen, two captains of the com- fide. 

pany's troops, 17 private men, and 10 fepoys. , 
',fhe number wounded were about 15 feamen, and 
50 faidiers and repays. Lieutenant Ludwidge of 

the Salifbury, the only officer mortally wounded. 
·Of the enemy 1300 were killed and wounded, Lofs of the 

befides horfes, draught bullocks, and three or enemy. 

four elephants. This attack, though not attended 
with all the wifued for fuccefs, yet it was fufficient 
to make the Nabob very folicitous to haften a 
peace, which was concluded on, and canfUl:ed of 
,the following articles. 

Articles acceded to, andjigned by the Nabob of Bengal, 
February 9, 1757· 

I; WHatever rights and privileges the King Ar~icles of 

has granted the Englifh company in their ~i~P~~ula.
Phirmaund, and the Hufbulhoorums fent from 
Delly, fhall not be difputed or taken from them, 
and the immunities therein mentioned be acknow-
ledged and ftand good. Whatever villages are 
,given the company by the Phirmaund fhall like-
wife be granted, notwithftandi.ng they have been 
denied by former Subahs. The Zemindars of 
thofe villages not to be hurt or difpla.ced without 
caufe. 

Signed by the Nabob in his own hand, 
I (lgree to the terms of the Phirmaund. 

II. All goods pailing and repailing through the 
,country by land'or water, with Englifu duftricks, 

A a + fual! 
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11ull be exempt from any tax,' fee, or impofition, 
whatever. 

I agree to this~ . 
III. All the company's faaori~s, [eized by the 

Nabob, thall be returned. All monies, goods 
and effects belonging to the company, their fer
vants and tenants, and which have been [eized and 
taken by the Nabob, thall be reftored. What 
has been plundered and pillaged by his people, 
made good by the payment of fuch a fum of mo

ney, as his juftice thall think reafonable. 
I agree to re.flore whatever has been feized and 

tak'en by my orders, and accounted for in myjincany. 
IV. That we have permiffion to fortify Calcutta 

in [uch manner as we may think proper, without 
in terru ption. 

1 conJent to this. 
V. That we fhall have liberty to coin ficcas botb ' 

gold and' filver, of equal weight and 6nenefs to 
thofe of M llxadavad, which thall pafs in the pro
vinces. 

I confent to the Englijh company's coining their own 
imports of bullion and gold into jiccas. 

VI. That a treaty Jhall be ratified, by" figning 
and [ealing, and [wearing to abide by the articles 
therein contained, not only by the Nabob, but 
his principal officers and minifters. 

I have fealed and jigned the articles before the pre
fence of God. 

V I I. That Admiral 'VVatfon, and Colonel Clive, 
011 the part and behalf of the Englifu nation,' 
and of the compan;y, do agree to.:live,·in- a..good 

under. 
3 
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underftanding with the Nabob; to put an end to 
thefe troubles, and to be in friendfhip with him 
while thefe articles are performed and oQferved by 
the Nabob. 

I ha'Ue fealed and jigned the foregoing articles upon 
theft terms; that if the go'Uernor and council will jign 
and feal them with the company's Jeal, and will fwear 
to the performance on their part, I then conJent and 
agree to them. 

377 
A.D. 
1751' 

The Nabob humbled, his hands tied from act- RefolutiOll 

ing againft us; and the company in poffeffion on~e~~~~~clJ. 
all their fettlements and forts, it was refolved, by at Chan-

d " h" f " <lenagore. the cornman ers m c Je, together wIth the go-
vernor and council of Calcutta, to turn their arms 
againft the French, in thofe parts, and to begin 
with Chandenagore, a place of confiderable 
ftrength, and the principal fettlement of the 
French in that part of India; fituate a little higher 
than Calcutta, upon the fame river. Colonel Clive The 

undertook the land (ervice, and with 300 of the ftrength of 
our army. 

Bombay troops, 400 more Europeans and 1600 

Blacks, he immediately marched to Chandena
gore, before the French could expect fuch a vifit. 
His £lrft ftep was to make himfelf mafter of all 
the French outpofts, which he foon accompli1hed; 
except one redoubt, fituate between the river, fide 
and the walls of the fort, mounting eight pieces 
of cannon gf 24 pounders, four of which pointed 
down the river. So that it was necefTary to wait 
the arrival of the men of war. Admiral Watfon 
undertook the attack by fea; and on the 18th came 

to 
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A. D, to ,in anchor with the Kent, Tyger and Saliiliury, 
J 75 I' about two miLs bC'low Chandenagare; where he 

Shil,j· found the paffage of the river obfiructcd by fink-
River ob-
ftruaed. ing two fbips, a ketch, a bllll:, a fnow, and a 

veffel without any mafts, all directly in the chan
. nel, within gun {hot of the fort, and by laying 
. two bombs moored with chains acrofs the river, 

Bow l'e- This obftruC):ion caufed a confiderable delay. 
moved. But as foon as the bombs were Cllt adrift, the 

Admiral, by founding, found out another channel, 
with [ufficient water for his !hips to pafs through. 
He was joined on this occafion by Admiral Pocock, 
who hoifted his flag on board the Tyger. So that 
on the 24-th, at fix in the morning, this petty 
fquadron weighed and failed up in the fotlowing 

J\tt;lck be_order, the Tyger, Kent, and Saliibury. At cen 
gun. minutes after fix the enemy began firing from the 

redoubt, which was abandoned as foon as the 
leading f11ip got a-breaft of it. At three quarters 
after fix the !hips were placed, when the fignal 
was made for engaging, which continued very 
briik on both fides till a quarter paft nine. The 
enemy> then waved over the walls a flag of truce, 
and defrred to capitulate; and the articles being 
agreed upon and figned, Captain Latham, of the 
Tyger, was fent a-ihore to receive the keys, and 
take poffeffion of the fort. Colonel Clive marched 
in, with the King's troops, about five in the after
noon. 

fltrength. They had in the fort 1200 men, of which 500 

Europeans and 700 Blacks; 183 pieces of cannon 
from ::'.4- pounder:s downwards, three fmall mortars, 

and 
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and a confiderable quantity of ammunition. Be- A. D. 

fides the jhips and veffel~ funk below, to ftop up 1757· 

(he channel, they funk and run a-1hore five large Lofs. 

1bips above the fort. Four fioops and a fnow were 
taken in the harbour. The enemy had killed in 
the fort 40 men, and 70 wounded. The Kent 
had J 9 men killed, and 50 wounded. 

All the officers and men in general, agreeable 
to their ufual bravery, behaved with great fpirit 
and refolution on this occafion; as did aBo the 
land forces, who kept a good and conllant fire, the 
whole time, from two batteries of four and two 
guns~ which they had raifed near the fort. 

Articles of capitulation propoJed by tpe DireCtor and 
Council for the French Eafllndia company's affairs 
at Chandenagore to Pict Admiral Watfon, with 
his anfwers, March 23d 1757. 

Art. I. THE lives of the deferters 1hall be Capitula. 
faved, tion. 

Anf. ~be deferters./hall be abfolutely given up. 
II. All the officers of this garrifon lhall be pri

foriers on their parole of honour; that they ihall 
have liberty to carry with them all their effeCts, 
and go where they pleafe, on promifing they will 
not ferve againft his Britanni~ Majefty during the 
prefent war. 

'.The admiral agrees to this. 
III. The foidifrs of the garrifon lhall be pri

foners of war, fa long as the prefent war con

tinues: and when peace is made between the King 
of 
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A. D. of France and the King of England, they {hall 
1;-57· be fent to Pondicherry, and till then be entertain-

ed at the expence of the Englifh company. 
The admiral likewift agrm, with this diffirenu 

only, that inflead of fending the Joldiers to Pond i
cberry, they Jhall be fent to Madrafl or to England, 
as Jhe admiral Jhal! hereafter think proper; and that 
filch foreigners, who are not of the French nation, 
and c/;uje voluntarily to enter into the Eng1iJh fervict, 
foal! have liberty. 

IV. The Sepoys of the garrifon !hall not be 
prifoners of war, they fhall have leave, on the con· 
trary, to return on the coan: in their country. 

crhe admiral agrees to this. 
V. The officers and men of the company's 

European £hip Sr. Conteft, fhall be fent to Pon
rlicherry in the firft Eoglifh {hip, which goes to the 

coaft. 
cthe officers and men of the European Jhip /halJ be 

upon the fame footing as the Joldiers, and to be fent to 
.l.1adrafl or to England as Joon as pojjible. 

VI. The French jefuit fathers £hall have liberty 
to exercifethe functions of their religion in th(: 
houfe, which has been affigned them fince the de
molifhing of their church: the filver ornaments, 
and every thing that belongs to the church, fuaU 
be given them, and alfo their effects. 

Cf'be admiral cannot agree to any Europeans reJiding 
bere, but that the French jefuits may go to Pondi
cherry, with all tbe ornaments of their church, or 
wherever they pleafe. 

VII. All 
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VII. All the inhabitants, of what nation or 
quality foever, as Europeans, Mufi:ees, Chrifiians, 
Blacks, Gentils, Moors, and others, fuall be put 
in pOOeffion of their hou[es, and all in general as 
fuall be found belonging to them, either in the 
fort, or on their eftates. ' 

In regard to this article, to be left to the admiral., 
who will do juflice. 

VIII. The faCtories of Cafi'embllzar, Dacca, 
Patna, J euda, and of Bellafore, !hall remain at 
the command of the cl}iefs, who direCt them. 

'.fo be Jeltled between th~ Na/lob and the admiral. 

IX. The direCtor, councellors, and thofe em
ployed under them, !hall have leave to go where 
t~ey pleafe, with their doaths and linn en. 

crhe admiral agrees to this. 
The admiral expeCts an' anfwer by three o'clock 

this afternoon, and th~t the Britinl' forces may 
take poifeffion of the fort by four. ' ' 

The above-mentioned, propofitions have been 
accepted of by the council; in confequence of 
which we have delivered up the fortrefs of Chan
denagore to Admiral Wat[on. 

Chandenagore the 23d of March r 757. 
P. Renault, Laportiere, !vi Fournier, 
F. Nicolas, A. Caill~ft, Sugtles. 

38't' 
A. Do 
17SZ' 

Having thus made ufe of the opportunity to U1tel'ior 

cru!h the French power, when the Nabob was not ;~;~etnJ.-re_ 
in a condition to give them any affiflance; they ~~~~~ the 

now feriou.oy turn their thoughts upon the conduct: 
of the Viceroy, !lnce his laft folemn engagements 

with 
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with the Englilh; and finding that his dilatory 
performance of his obligations by treaty, and his 
frequent prevarications and tokens of dillike, from 
the very moment of his figning that treaty, in
dicated his intention to be bad, they thought it a 
proper and necelfary meafure to renew hoftilities 
with the Indians: the Viceroy having given them 
fufficient reafons to do themfelves julHce by way 
of arms. ,. . 

How a war in theft· circumf!:ances would have 
been juftified~ which was· to be undertaken, and 
muf!: have been in a great meafure depending upon 
the fuccefs of the army by land; an army that 
did not exceed 2300 men, ·itlcluding 1600 Blacks. 
againf!: the whole ftrength of the kingdom of 
Bengal and its allies, is not conceivable.· But here 
we may properly apply the old proverb, Audaces 
f()rtuna ju'Vat. The brave are fortunate. :-A lucky, 
unforefeen. unexpetl::ed accident helps out the 
little army of conquerors in their de fires. It wa3 
decreed that they ihould be the fcourge of that 
tyrant, that inhuman barbarian, who, a few 
months before, took a pleafure in the tragedy of 
Calcutta. . 

Favoured While, therefore, the commanders, &c. were 
~!nt~ft~~:- confulting about the expediency and praaicabili~y 
N:tbob's of fo great and hazardous an undertaking, which, 
Greatmen. . '. . 

With fuccefs, would deliver the company from the 
difficulties, under which they were often obliged to 

yield to the caprice and impofitions of the Nabob 
and his officers; and, in a manner, 17lake them 
{TIafters of the whole trade of the kingdom of 

Bengal: 
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Bengal: and on the contrary, which, if they A. D,. 

fbouJd fail in the attempt, might be attended with 1757~ 
the total extirpation of their nation from the 
Ganges, and with a prohibition of all commerce with 
the Englilh for the future; NabobSuraja Doula 
behaved in fa tyranrlicala manner to his own fub-
jects, and efpeciaUy to his great men and generals, 
whom he treated with indignity and contempt, for How they 

remonftrating againft the meafures, he was adopt- ;~ft~d~i[
i,ng and executing upon the advice of his fa
vourites and fycophants, that there arofe a general 
difcontent; and a confpiracy"was formed, to depofe 
him, by fame of his principal officers; provided 
they could engage the Englifh. to favour the revo-
lution. 

The defign was communicated from the confpi- Their con

rators bv Jaffier Ali Cawn, his prime minifter, [piracy. 
• commum-

a nobleman of great authority and influence, and cated to the 

at the head of the confpiracy, to Mr. Watts fecond Englith. 

in council at Calcutta. An affair of this delicate 
nature, and propofed by a prime minifh~l', re-
quired great confideration and penetration to guard 
againft that deception and cunning, for which the 
Eafterns are fa remarkable in all their dealings. 
It was well known that the Nabob treated his fub-
jeCl:s with a tyrannical fpirit; but it was al[o 
known, that they ~\vere accuftomed to Davery, and 
that they carried the yoke, as' a matter of duty. 
The Nabob's haughtinefs towards his great men, 
and. his attachment to favourites of violent and 
perfidious principles, were no fecrets: but it was 
running the utmoft h4zard to trult (he delibera-

tions 
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A. D. tions of the conferences at Calctllta to the prime 
1757· minifter of the power, they were calculated to de-

How rna- {hoy. In this dilemma Mr. Watts managed the 
~;?ed by intercourfe, he had with the prime minifter, fo pru-
... v.u'.Watts. 

dendy, that he drew from him fufficient convitiion 
of his fincerity; and of t~e manner how the con

fpirators were to act their part, when m<1tters fhould 
be brought to an open rupture between the Eng. 

lifh and the Nabob, before he would conCent to 
lay the propofal before the council; not feeming 
too forward; but making a merit of, and the 
prime minifter accountable for, every: fiep the 
Englinl n10uld take, by this requifition,. in a rup
ture, which, he h<1d the add refs to fay, was to de
liver the natives, from tyranny and oppreilion. 

A treaty being fettled between the council and 
officers of the fleet and army at Calcutta, and the 
confpirators; the co:npany were to renew hoftili
ties to oblige the Viceroy to fulfil the ftipulations 
of the late treaty. Jaffier, on his part, promifed 

to de[ert his mafter with the beft troops in his 
army, on the field of battle. Accordingly Colo
nel Clive took the field n with all the force he 
could mufter, which did not exceed 1000 Eu
ropeans, and 2000 Blacks; befides 50 feamen, 
under the command of a lieutenant and feven 
midfhipmen, to manage eight pieces of cannon, 
the whole of their artillery, though he drew out 
the garrifon from Chandenagore, which the Ad-

n On the 13th of June 1757. the army marched from Chan
denagore to Mllxadavat, the capital of the province. 

mira! 
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mind engaged to replace with (ellmen. l.'his wlts P.., D. 

the whole llr~ngth in this undertaking, except a 1757· 

~o gun 111ip ftationed above! Hugly, to preferve 
a communicatioo between the fleet and army. 

,On the 18th they took Catwa by ftorm; and with· Catwa 

atlt much refinance or any lofs. This was a 1,1". tfraken by ,... orm. 

, cdfary preca\.ltion, in order to fecure a retreat, in 
~,afe of a IT\ifc~rriage; this town and fort being 
Jituated advantageouOy on .that Pranch of the 
r.iver, which forms the, ifland Caffimbuzzar. 
Here alfo in,telligence was" expected from, the con
fpirators, for their future conduct. But it does not 
appear that J affier dared yet to HUn to his int-ere.fi: 

, in the N ab.ci,h'~ army; whil.:h was affembling wi~h 
all diligence abol! t the capital, at the firfl: news of 
the motion of the Englifh army towards, M1JXil
davat. 

Colonel Clive continued at Catwa three d;1Ys~ 
and on the 2~~ croffed the river, and advanced 
immediately to attack the Nabob's army 0" whic,h Strength of 

confifted of 20,000 men, weil provided with ar- ;l;~~,:bab's 
, tillery; exclufive of two divifions under the com-
mand of the ~0nfpirators. Their 24 pounders, 

,tmder the direction of French gunpers,' begall' to 
play about feven in the morning, long before our 
~.eld pieces were able to do any execlltion. But 
what carri~d th~ moO: difagr.eeable afpeCt in. this 
day,'s fervice, was the behavioqr of the confpir~~ 
tors; who, d\lr~~g the engagement, remained ina<;
tive fpettators, 'leaving th'e ~vhole work eo be 90ne 

,0 Encamped on the plains of flaiifey. 

Vo L. II. B b between 
19 
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A. D. between the Nabob's divifion and the Englilb; as 
1757· if they were determined to clofe in, and fhare with, 

Doubtful h . h . h f·n. h' 
conduct of t e conquerors, 10 t e tnump so Vll.lory,on w rch 
the conlpi. fide [oever it might declare; or, if the Ertglifu 
rators. 

army had been cut off and utterly deftroyed, to 
fall upon the Nabob's troops fatigued and' wafted 
with the fervice of the day, and fo work their de· 
liverance from both the Nabob and the Engli{h,' 

Providen- In this doubtful fituation, Providence fupplied 
tial aid. the deficiency of numbers. It was defperare to 

march up to the mouths of fa numerous an ar
ti Ilery. A f mart fuower of rain removed this 
difficulty and danger. The enemy drew their 
cannon out of the rain into the camp under caver. 

Captain Colonel Clive availed himfelf of this capital error, 
Clive's by a well placed detachment, which prevented 
good con-
dua, &c. their being brought again into action; and with 

a prefence of mind, refolution and conduCt, pe
culiar to himfelf, having hitherto covered his 
men from the enemy's cannon, by a favourable 
difpofition under a mud wall, that encompafi'ed 
a grove in the midft of the plain; he refolved to 
attack the Nabob's trenches, about four in the 

Forms the afternoon. The grenadiers under the command 
attack. of Major Kelpatrick were ordered to advance, 

with two pieces of ca'nnon: which they performed 
with extraordinary refolution and-bravery, doing 
great execution with their field pieces, in their 
firft onfet. They then made a Tecond attack upon 
another quarter ; and, in about half an hour, a 
third againft a third poft, the Sepoys keeping a 
continual fire, the whole time, into the enemy's 

trenches, 
3 
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ttench~s,killed[everal per[onsof the beft diftinaion. 
This difpirited the Nabob's forces: the right and 
ceI)ter fled, abandoning their camp and artillery; 
which threw the whole Indian army into confufion : 
rhiswas no Cooner percei vecl than orders were 
given to fiorm the trenches; and thofe orders were 
executed with [0 much nrmnefs and chearfulnefs, 

A- D. 
'757-

that the enemy was entirely routed, leaving be- Theenemy 

hind them 42 pieces of large cannon. The Na Touted. 

bob had· 400 men killed and 600 wounded: LoCs on 

h - h- b k·ll d d both fides. W erea&' t ere were not a ove 20 I e an 50 -

wounded, the greatefi part of whom were Sepoys, 
on our-part •. , 

The tmfortun·ate Nabob convinced of the trea- TheNabob 

fon -I of his principal officers and not daring to flies for his 
, own fafety. 

truft himfelf with troops, that would not defend 
a fortified camp againft fuch a handful of men, 
fled alfa with the few that continued faithful to 
him.-· Jaffier Ali Cawn and Roy Dolab, the ne"t The con

in command in the army, now declaring openly Z~~~~TS 
againft their defeated fovereign, hafted away to fe- the)llfelves. 

cure the capital, and,· by their own defire, were 
followed by the viaorious army, to place Jaffier 
Ali Cawn, according to treaty, on the ancien.t 
throne of the Nabobs of Bengal, Bahar and 
Orixa. 

Coloriel Clive marched to Muxadavat, and was Colonel 
.. f· d Cliv~'s en-

··received into the CIty, WIth every token 0 Joyan try into 

·gratitude for the fervice he had done, in delivering Muxada, vat. 
-that country from tyranny and oppreffion: Jaffier Ali <;awn 

Ali Cawn was proclaimed Nabob; and a few days made Na.-
- 1 dr· d bob. after the Nab~b Suraja Dou a was r;a,e , lelZ!f 

B b 2 and 

• 
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A. D. and privately put to death, in the 2'5th year of 
1757· his age. ; 

Old Nahob Thus, in about thirteen days, this extraordi
murdered. 

nary revolution, in defiance of the m.oft powerfui 
Remark-
able mo· N abQb in the eait, whofe dominions. we:re not in
lution. 

ferior to mofr kingdoms in Europe; in extent, in 
inhabitants, and in the richnefs of its, commerce; 
and whofe military ftrength was very rerpe~able. 

both as to numbers, artillery and difcip1in~, wa~ 

accomplithed, with lefs force and tro~b.le tban, 
often is reql1ired to take a petty fortrefs in ,Germany 
Qr Flanders. 

Ali C"wn The rejoicings at Muxadavat did mot deI~y bu
,:"tifies his r.lOefs _ They that pI"'ced Ali Cawn on the feat of tr~;Hy. 1-J • ~ - - -

., dominion~ immediately e~a~ed 3 .J;a~ifi(;ation of 
the treaty he had previo.uOy £jg~dwith the c.om~ 
pany; and it was executed as fali' as the circum!" 
ftarkes: of the 'timen'vQuld penniE. ijy that trea\ 
the :former aCt of pacificaotion. lign~ on th~ 9th 
of February 1757~ by. £lie Nabob {inee ~oreQ., 

'tlle Cub. was ratified and ex,pl~ioed..," A fuOl of 2,2 I2.,50 Q 

fiance of pounds was agreed to be paid in two O1oieties, in
the treaty. 

fatisfailion of the third article of that treaty, of 
which'one moiety was paid foon after tbe,aC'ce1liQ{l 
(Jf Al~ Cawn; and heailigned funds [Qf· the pay
ment of the other moiety. The French were 
for ever prohibited from ,fettling in the three pro
,VIOC.es;. The company's territories were enlarged 
with. a -very great extent. Their priyileges, con
firmed. The Nabob divefted himfeJf and fue
cerrors. of .all r,ight. of building new fortifications 
below Hugley, near tlu:Ganges. He granted 

the 
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the company a leafe of the Salt Petre of Patna, A. D. 
17,57' which had been a perpetual bone of contention 

between them and the Dutch; and he rewarded 
the army and the fleet with a prefent 0£625,000 I. 
fterling; befides immen[e riches in jewels, &c . 

. befrowed on the officers, amongfl: which was a 
, turbant valued at 18,000 I.-It was this. aCtion 
that merited the public title of the hea'Ven ,born The hea-

_1 • I I fi ven born ;generUl,- whIch -~ 1 t le world can't take rom the general. 

_ commander in chief, then Colonel, now Lord 
,Clive, ,¥ho, untutored .in the art of war, per~ 
formed heroic and more advantageous aCtions in 
the field- than any of his cotemporaries, whofe 
atchie,vements are recorded _ with the blood of 
hundreds of thoufands left in the field oLbattle, 
at the vaft expence of many millions of money, and 
with th~ diffatisfaaory accumulation of heavy taxes. 

:Colofle1 Clive returned to his native country full 
·<>f glory and riches, to re~p:the favours of a grate-
ful nMion. His, M;tidty created him a Lord.-
The 'company fettleda large penGon upon him. 
But Admiral Watfon, after.eftablifhing a great Admiral 

and laaing reputation for his wifdom, his courage, ~~a~~;~n's 
and his r'humanity, was cut off by the unwhol~ 
rfomenefs of the climate, very foon "'after the 
-days of rejoicing for this lignal victory were over. 

Ad '1' By whofe death the chief command in thofe feas poc:~a 
-,devolved on Admiral.Pococl~. command-

.. er in chief. 
Great as thefe advantages feem to be. 

cOrifider~, only colateral to the grand 

. p On the 16th of Augtlft 1757' 
B b' 3 

they were Import

obiect of anc" of this 
:.J revolutlOIl 

the 

to Great 
Britain . 
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A. D. the war, in a national light. They' enriched in. 
1757· dividuals engaged in the, fervice: they increafed 

tbe riches and power of the united Engli{h Eait 
India company: they annoyed the enemy, and 
ruined their trade and' interefts, and thereby cut 
off the refources, theY'otherwife would have drawn 
from thore diftant climes, to' maintain the war in 
Europe and America. 

Affairs of But the aqvices from North America continued 
North fo unfavourable, that rhe nation received but little America. 

joy in thefe viCtorious accounts from the Eafi. A 
{quadran of fhips had been fent q, under Admiral 
HoI borne, but to no purpofe. The French, it 
is true, were driven off from Fort William 

Henry'. But this was no more than a (hort refpite, 
till the enemy could return with a more effedual 

How de- force. - No part of OUf arms felt the effecfts. 
clined at fi P 
Mr. of the adminiftration a ter Mr;, ITT was turned 

dPITT;~ out, more than in North America. Every thing 
lJllllJljOl). 

. feemed to devolve into the old channel of dlfcord 
and inactivity. Lord Loudon, on 'whofe confidence 
with the American provinces depended all that part 
of his coinmiffion, which could not be· executed 
without harmony and concord, 10ft all his popu~ 

Bad effeCts LUity by laying an embargo s on all the !hips ~n 
b~r~~.elU- North American ports, in order that the enemy 

might not receive any intelligence of his defigns; 
without conGdering that the enemy received their 
intelligence chiefly, if -not altogether, by land, 
\lpon that Continent i and alfo to make proviflons 

• See !,8ge ~68. Vo!' II. r See p. 18J, &c. v'ol.I~ 
, en the Jd of Milrch. 

plenty 
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plentyandch~ap for the army and navy; where- A. D. 

ashe fhould have known, that th~ exports can 17>7-

neverexhauft the great quantities of proviGons 
which the Britifh colonies in general prod1,1ce, but 
mor,e efpecially in this year, when the crops of 
corn were extraordinary_So that by this em-
batgo the merchant, the planter and labourer all 
fuffered, while the contraCtors put immenfe fums 
into their pockets : and corn became a drug in 
A~erica, while England, that year, was in dread 
of a famine, and deprived of relief from her co-
lonies by an iIl.judged and ill-timed embargo. 

The fecret intended to be covered by this em- Itsinutility 

bargo was a proieCted expedition againft Louif- for the end 
, J propofcd. 

bourg, in conjunCtion with a naval force expeCted 
atHallifax. But how was this managed. As 
for the naval force you have already feen how it 
was. delayed (page 168, 169)' And as for the land Lord Lou

army: Lord Loudon drew the troops from the ~~~ aFatl 
northern frontier of the Britifh fettlements adjoin- for ~alli
i~g' to Canada, and from other parts, till he had fax. 

colleCted a body of 6000 men, with which his 
Lordihip embarked at New York, on the 19th of 
June, und.er the convoy of three frigates only, it 
rnuft be owned, with great intrepidity, but with 
rnanifeft danger of falling into the hands of the 
enemy, whofe fuperiority in thofe feas, at that 
time, proved a fufficient argument to fet the expe-
dition againft Louifbourg afide, after the arrival of Whole 

the fquadron under Admiral Holbourn; though ~orce when 
• Jomed With 
it was then found, that the army amounted to Admiral 

B b 4- 12)000 Holbourn, 
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A. D; 12,00G effeCtive men, and the fleet conGfied of 
1757- 15 fail of the line and 18 fr-ig1l.tes, &c. 

Lord 'Loudon arrived with his troof'S at HaHi. 
faxon the 29th of June, Admiral Holbourn did 
not make that rendezvous before the9tb of July: 
yet, as if delay had been an -effential part -of their 

Delay at infiru6lions, near a month was confUmed at Hal. 
Hallifax. 

lifax in exercifing the troops; -and 'by fe,ints, ac. 

cuftoming them to divers forts of attacks and de

fence. Thefe fteps were condemned, by fome, 
as,-,-" keeping the courage of his M:ijefty's fol
H diers at bay, and expending the nation's wealth 

" in making fham fights and planting cabbages u, 
"when they ought to have been fighting the 
" enemies of their king and counrry in reality." -

Why the Ie was the firft of Allgllft before thefe troops 
expedition embarked, to proceed againft Louifbourg. But 
was put olf. ft' t: 1 k r. , there was III a lata remora. A pac et, IUP-

pofed to be a fttatagem to intimidate the Britiih 
commanders, with an exaggerated accOUnt of the 
garrifon and others bearing arms in that forti6ca~ 

tion, threw itielf in the way of this fine fleet, 
was taken and brought in, with all her difpatches, 
though chafed many hours, which was fufficient 
to fulpeB: the contrivance; for, real packets always 
throw their difparche5 overboa-rd. By the letters 

found on board this pretended packet, the naval 

U Alluding to a hally exprellion of Lord f;harles flay, who 
was a Major General in this armament, and one of the braveft 
~nd belt officers in this fervice; but was put under an ime~ 
for fome public refiexidns-on the conduCt of affairs in Americ'a, 

llrength 



ftrength at Louitbourg was fixed at [eventeen !hips" A. D~ 
of t.he iine and threefriga:tes, which might -not 1757-

be much exaggetMed,; :but there was cer~a1nly a J~~ere
very orand· atlO"mentation in the mi~itarv 1l:rength ftrength of 

b b ., Loui!:' 
which,upon paper, arnouri't-ed to 0000 Europeans, bourg. 

gooo natives and 36'0 In:dians: with thls gafco
nade, that the place was1 weB fupplied WIth mili-
tary {tores, and the .people defiring nothing' more 
than to be attacked. 

Thh intel1igente' produced a council of war; Refoluti. 

d · ' h' r l' :.l I d' f' on of the .an It was l erelO relO veu, upon t 1e cre It 0 council of 

this 'advice, to lay afide the intended eXpedition; war. 

a re[olution that had been feveral times before 
attempted. but had been as often defeated by 
thofe,' ~ho rather cHo~fe to encounter all dangers, 
than to do nothing. 

Lord Loudon made his difpofitions w imme- liord Lou

rliately for returning to New York, where he ar- ~t~;n'~
tivedon the 30th of Augufr. Admiral Holbollrn 
continued, for fome time, crllifing off Cape Breton x, 
in expectation of an opportunity to 'attack the 
French [quadron in its rerum to Old France, :md 
to carry fome of them to England. ,But his hopes 

W He gartj[oned HaIiifax with three battalions, and fent 

'two more ilp the Bay of Fundy. 
x On the toth he appeared off Louilboutg, fcrhea'!' as withi!, 

two miles, and to fee the French admiral make the fignal for 

his fh~ps to unmoor. At which fight the Englilb admiral re

treated, {lod made the bell:ot his' way to, Hallifax. Where, 

beihg reinforced with four !hip of the line, he reti'1l'hed to 

Louilbourg: But ,auld not draw the French out to an equal 

.ens~ement, 



394-
A .. D .. 
17S7' 

THE GE.NERAL HISTORY OF 

were rencfet:ed abortive by a violent Harm Y on the 
24th of September, which difperfed Z and fhat

. tered his fleet terribly' .. So that being forced off 
his ftation, and forne of his fhips greatly diftreffed, 
. ~e .was obliged to, fteeraway with all fpeed for 
England; but left eight men of war under Lord 
Colville, to protect: the trade, watch Louifbourg, 
and to annoy the enemy. 

This was not the only misfortune, that befd 
Great Britain this fummer, in her American .war . 

. By Lord Loudon's draughting off the military 
from the frontiers of the northern provinces, for 
the expedition againft Louifbourg,_ his Lordibip 
left them mor.e and more expofed- to the aCl:ivity 
and watchfulnefs of Montcalm, who, .as foon as 
it was known, that the troops were em~arked in 

y It lalled fourteen -hours: when it began the fleet was 
about forry leagues from Louifbourg. and towar~ the end of 
it, the iliips were within two miles of the rocks and bre"k~r~ : 
(0 that, had not the wind fuddenly iliifted from fouth.eaft !o 
fouth·weft, they would, in all probability, have been drove 
a·thore and totally lolL .. ' 

z The Grafton of ]oguns, the Tilbury of 60, the Centu
rion of 50 guns, and the Ferret !loop. The Tilbury was 10ft, 
the crew were taken up by the French, and civilly treated; 
except Captain Barnfley; Mr, Dennis, captain of the marines; 
Mr. Crockfon, captain of the grenadiers; Mr. Plunket, ma~er; 
Mr. Jones, furgeon; Mr. Walker, purfer; Mr. Smith, chaP. 
lain; Mr. Mackintolh, gunner; Mr. Trufc()t, midfhip.man, 
fome private men to the foldiers and failors, who all perilhed. 

• Twelve iliips were almoll difmafted, and others \'tty 
much damaged. 

t~jr 
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their way to Ballifax, prepal'ed to take ·advantage A. D. 
of their abfence b

• 1757' 

Fort William Menry, which in the fpring of Fort WiI

the year, had been frormed by tbe troops under ~t~~cre~ry 
M. Montcalm", and then efcaped only by the vi~ 
gilance of Major Ayres, the commander at that 
time, and through the want of many neceifaries in 
the French army, who came provided only for a 
coup de main" to take it by furprize, or by efca-
lade; became the firfr object of that general's 
operations. The garrifon confIfted of 2,500 men, 
and General Webb was encamped with ';'000 men 
not far oif, to cover the fort from fW"prize. 

" M .. Montcalm atfembled an army of 10,000 By 10,00. 

men, including Cannad¥ms and Indians d drawn troops. 

,from Crown-Point, Ticonderoga,' and the adjacent 
pofts; but not with that fecrecy, as to -prevent an 

,early account of his defign and force reaching Ge-
neral Webb. Who, if he had given due atten- GenraI 

tion to this advice, confirmed by Colonel Parker's ~~;e~~~ 
,lofs " and raifed the militia in time to join his re- tion. 

gular forces, might have obliged the French Mar. 

" A peace was concluded, apout this time, with the Pel&
wares, the Ten Tribes or Nati'ons and the Five Nations. 

C See page 181, &c. Vol. II. 
d Some of thefe were fo remote that they had not le_arned 

the ufe of fire-arms, but ufed bows and arr0\Ys, and were re
rerved to fall upon advanced parties. 

e On the 21ft of July Colonel Parker, with five companie3 
or 350 men, made an excurfion on Lake George, to recon
noitre the enemy; next day they fell into an ambufh of the 
french, who were marchingagaintl: Fort William Henry; 
J 50 were taken prifoners. and about 90 were killed. 

quis 
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·A.·n. q!li~ 'Once more :to re~ire from before this fort. 
·75~· But the Englifh general could nbt be perfuaded of 

the reality.af the French intentions. He could 
not believ.e that they. had a force fufficiellt to dif
pute the poffeffion of the -fort with him and the 

'gatri-fan •. However, Montcalm foon convinced 
General Webb of his error. For on the zd of Auguft 
~ebb re- ,.they appear.edon the lake:, which: ftrtlck Webb 
tires. 'r 

with fuchapanmc~: that: he retolved to retire to 

Fort EJlwardthat fame night; but with much 
,perfuali~ns was pre.vaided',.upon to fray rill next 

Strength of morning: 'when .he marched, off early, with.a 
~~. garri- ftrang artillery ~ leaving the defence Of the fort 

to CQlonel Monro and Colonel Young with 2,300 

men. ".J 

While the trenches~were formingM. Montcalm, 
advifed of the retreat.of General Webb., fent the 
following letter,by'\vay of fummons to Colonel 
Monro. 

SIR, Auguft ,3, '751· 
M. Mont- I Have tillS morning invefted your. place with a 
~~~~s ~~t numerous army, a fuperior artillery, and all 
Monro, by the favages from the higher parts 'Of the country; 
'Way of ' " . 
rummons. the cruelty of whom a detachment of your garn-

fan have lately too much experienced. I am ob
liged i'n hUl1)aniry :to defire you to' turrender your 
forr. I have it yet, in.my power tQ reftrain the 
favages, and to oblige them toooferve a capitu
lation, as hitherto'fione of them are killed, whic11 
will not be in my power in other c;:ircumftances ; 
and your infifting OI)_Y9ur def~q~ng1ypur forr" 

can 
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can only ret~rQ the. lofs of it a .few days, and m.uft 
of nece.£fitfexpofe an.unpappy garrifi:>n" who can 
receive no fuccours, confidering the precautions 
I have taken. I demanQ a decifive anfwer im
mediately, 'for·whiehpurpofe I have fent y.ou the 
Sieur Funtbrune, one of my aid-de-camps. You 
mav credit wh~t he w.ill inform you as froln me. 
1 a~; ~id~ refpect, Sir, : " .,' 

Your mof1::huinble, and 
, t." 'I 

moO:, obedient fervant; '." JOp 
. . "f. • I ,~. 

·MONTCALM~ 

, 
To which the· gallant cQmmander~plied, with 

.a dignity that became one in his fiation. 

397: 
A,D. 
1757 .. 

The 'fi~ge was reguhrly formed on the 3d with Sic::~ , 

all the force, and a train of artillery. The In- tJll",,_ 

dilns fUrrOtlOding the bre,aft-works of, th~ Eng-
lilli, whilft the French hove up trenches. The 
gauiton :behaved with COLlrage and. tkB]-, fo as to 
,retard the enemy's works four days; durin'g which 
time t~ey' had the misfortune tp burft ~ll their 
cannon and. mor~ars, except two nine popnders, one 
four pounder and a hawitzer. Had the militia 
come in time to their aid, or had General Webb 
taken proper meafuresof defence upon the adVIce 
~e received, it is vers probable their enterprize 
would have been defeated: but delay, that bane 
of thefe inactive times, interpafed to the ruin of 
the fort. For after a hot cannonading and bom
barding on both fides, till the 9th, thegarrifon 

being 
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being informed by a letter f from GeneraTWebt:l, 
intercepted and fent to the commanding officer in 

f Gmeral "'ebb's letttl', v:hich tontributed not a littlt 10 the jul'. 
I'mder of Fort H'illiam Hc111'y, <was as flJl1JIII.I1 : 

SIR, Fort Edward, Aug. 4. I Z at Noon. 

I am directed, by General Webb, to acknowledge the re
ceipt of tluee of your letters; two bearing date nine o'clock 
yefterday morning. and one about fix in the evening, by two 
rangers, which are the only men that have got in here, ex
cept two yefierday morning with your firft, acquainting him 
that the enemy were in fight. He has ordered me to ac
quaint YOIl, he does not think it prudent, (as you know his 
ftrength at this place) to attempt a junction, or to affift you, 
till reinforced by the militia of the colonies, for the imme. 
diate march of which repeated expreJfes have been fent. Ope 
of our (cout~ brought in a Canadian prifoner la(l night, frarn 

the invefting party, which is very large, and ha\'e polr&ed all 
the grounds five miles on this fide Fort William Henry. The 
number of the enemy is very confiderable, the prifoners (ay, 
eleven thoufand, and have a large train of artillery, with 
mortars, and were to open their batteries this day, The ge
neral thought proper to fend you this intelligence, that in 
cafe he fhould be fo unfortunate, from the delays of the mi
litia, not to have it in his power to give you timely affifiance, 
you might be able to make the beft terms left in your power. 
The bearer is a ferjeant of the Connecticut forces, and if 'he 
is happy enough to get in will bring ad vices from you. We 
keep continual fcouts going. to endeavour to get in, or bring 
intelligence from you. J am, Sir, with the beartiell and moll 
anxio~s wifhes for your welfare, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

G. BARTMAN, Aid.de-Camp. 

To Colonel Monro, or officer com
mandn.g at Fort William Henry, 

the 
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the, Jort, by M., Montcalm, " they -ftlbmitted, to A. D. 

capitulate, and obtained the following conditions. 1757· 

Capitulation granted to Lieutenant Colonei Monro, Articles of 

for bis Brittimiic Majejly's garriJon "of Fort Wil- ~i;~~ula. 
liafn Henry, the retrenched camp adjoining, and all 
tbeir dependencies. 

Art. I. T HAT the garriCon of Fort William 
Henry, and the troops, which are -in 

the retrenched camp, being joined~ :fhall march 
out with their arms, and the ufual honours of 
war. 

II. The gate of the fort fuall be delivered up to 
the troops of his motl: Chriftian Majefty,-and the 
retrenched camp, immediately on the departure of 
the Britilh troops. " 

III. All the artillery, warlike ftores, provifio~ 

and in general, everything except the effeB:s of 
-rhe officers and [oldiers," thall, upon' honour, be 
delivered to the troops of his moil: Chriftian Ma
jefiy. Provided always, that this:artide thall 
extend to the fort, retrenchments, and depen
dencies. 

IV. The garrifon of the fort, troops in the 
retrenchment and dependencies, thall not [erve for 
the fpace,of eig~teen months,. neither againft his 
moil: Chriftian Majefty, or his allies. 

V. All the officers and foidiers, Canadians, wo
men, and" ravages, which have been made pri
foners by land fince the commencement of the 
war in North America, fuall be deli\'ered in the 

1 'fpace 
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fpace of three months,at CariHoa; and accord
ing" tq the receipt which thall be givel,l" by the 
French commanding officers, to whom they {hall 

be ddivere~, an equal l1umber of the garrifon of 
F.ort William Henry ihaU be capacita~ed ~o ferve, 
agreeab\e to the return ~iven in by the, Eo~lil11 
officer of the prifoners he has delivered.. , 

VI. An officer thall be given as an hofrage till 
the detachrpent return~ w~ich Ihali Qe .givc;n fCl)r 
an ~fcort to. his Britannic Majefty's troafJ.s. 

VII. All th~ fiek and wOU\1ded, that are pqt 

in a conditiqn ,tq Q0 tranfpQr~~d to Fort Edward, 
!ball remain under the protection of the Marq)Jis 
de Mon~calm" wh~ win take .proper care of them, 
andretur:o them as foon as recovered. 

VlIl.Proyifion for the fubLifrence of the Bri
tifb troops, !ball be ilfued for. this d!1Y and to-
ro<irrow ollly. . T' 

. IX. The Marquis de Montcalm, being:willing 
·to ,1hew Cokmel Monro~ and the garrifQo und~r 
his <lO!nmabd, m~rks, of hi~ efl:eem, on account 
of their- bono.urablb 9-efen¢e, gives, them one 
piece of canllon a .fix ppJ.lnder. 

Done in the trenches before Fort William Hettr), 
the 9th pi Augtift, 1: 7 {) 7. 

:1:.~~.,1 " GEORGE MO~RO. 
' .. ·"r . 

Agreed to in the name of his moll Chriftian 
Majeity) agre~able to the'power in vefh:d in me 
by the l'1arquis de Va,lidrueill, his govb~nor-ge. 
neral and lieutenant-gener,al of New France . 

• 1. .. 

, 
Notwith· 
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Notwithftanding this capitulation, the Indian A. D. 

chief infifted upon a previous agreement with M. 1757-

Montcalm; who had promifed him the plunder 
of the Englifh, and that his men 010uld have 
their agreement. Accordingly the French, gene- French fuf

rally in defiance of the faith of the capitulation df~r the In-
lans to 

and of humanity, perfidioufly and inhumanly gave bre~k the 

h I d· d d d .' d h r. capltula-way to ten Ian eman, an permltte t e 1a- tion. 

vage blood-hounds to fall upon the difarmed gar-
rifon, and all, except 300, who with their colo-
nels Monro and Young, furrendered themfelves 
to the French, and 600 who fled and efcaped 
to Fort Edward, were {hipped, killed and {kaJpt g. Horrid 

They murdered all the Englifh Indians and Ne- bt·arbari-
les. 

groes found in the garrifon, or made them Oaves. 
They cut the throats of moft of the women, ript 
open their bellies, tore out their bowels and threw 
them in the faces of the expiring fufferers: and' 
taking the children by the heels, they beat their 
brains out againft trees or fiones, fo that not one 
was faved. 

The French general found provifions in this fort Lors. on 
r. ffi . .' 1: r.. hour hde, 
HI CH~nt to mmntalO 5000 men lor l1X mont s; 
which he carried off, as well as. the artillery, am
munition and warlike ftores, baggage, arros, &c. 
and 100 live oxen, belides horfes,' &c. But he 

deftroyed all the boats, which were not wanted to 

g There did not furvive this malfacre more than 1000 

men, including the 900 above mentioned. So that they mur

dered, after the capitulation, 13°0 men, bdid~s WQmen, chil

dren and other attendants. 

VOL. II. 
19 

Cc tranfport 
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A. D. tranfport the plunder; and entirely demolifhed 
1757· the fort and the works. 

MiTerable This dreadful {hoke, at a time there was no 
ftate <;>f the army to face the enemy, filled every mind with 
colomes. 

fear for the common fafety. Nothing but the 
hopes of fuccers againft Louifbourg, appeared to 
keep up the fpirits of the Englilh. But when, 
upon the back of this lofs~ they were informed, 
that the attempt againft Louifbourg was drapt, 
and that the troops, which had been drawn from 
our northern frontiers, and thereby left the coun
try open, for the French to execute what plans 
they pleafed againft our forts and fettlements, 
had been employed in nothing more than fbam
fights, &c. at HaHifax; while the enemy were 
demolifhing our forts, and murcledng our garri
fons; it extorted thefe melancholly reflexions,
" God only knows where this will end-the French 
"execute almoft every thing they attempt: we 
" neither execute nor attempt any thing but noife, 
"and a prohibition to the printers to tell the 
"world what they will, and do know without 
" their information h." 

Remarks Such was the inglorio\ls campaign of the year 
on this . NIh" h 
campaign. 1757, 10 Ort1 America. A campaign, w IC , 

by the preparations made for it, promifed a total 
ruin of the enemy. But which, by procraftina
tion in England, and mifmanagement in Ame~ 
rica, left the fecurity of our provinces, and the 
intereft of our allies in a m~ch worfe fitllation, 

h In a Jetter from Xew York, dated o'1UgUft f, 1757. 

thm 
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than they were in the foregoing year. Mr. PITT, A. D. 

during his iliort adminiftration, we have feen, liP' 
formed the plan, and put it into action with a 
\raft increafe of forces, which gave us the fupetiority 
borh by fea and land, to attack the Frehch in 
their ftrongeft holds, and to cut them out work to 
defend their own fettlements. But when that ad
miniftration was determined, the enemy was fuf-
fered to get the frart of our armarrlents, and to 
put Louifbourg into fuch a pofture of defence, as 
to defeat that well-concerted and appointed expe-
dition. Our troops, which amounted to 20,000 

teglillars, and almoft as many provincials, were fo 
badly managed, that the places of greateft dan-
ger and importance, were left almoft naked, or 
fa garrifoned, as to fall a fme prey to the enemy. 
Our allies were de1erted, and our people expofed 
to murder and every aB: of barbarity, even in fight 
of our troops. Our prodigious fleet failed only 
to become the ridicule of our enemies: And a 
vaft traB: of valuable territory followed the fate 
of the conqueft made by M. Montcalm, at Fort 
William Henry. Misfortunes to be accounted 
for no otherwife than upon that certain maxim; 
where confufion and ftrife is there will be difcord 
and every evil work. The political conteit about 
power at home, the inftability of the adminift-ra ... 
tion, and the frequent revolutions in the councils 
)f the mother country, was the original and per-
manent caufe of that languor, which obfrrl1Cl:ed 
ill our military operations. When officers can 
~eep their pofts, and preferve their inrereft at 

C C 2 cOUrt, '.;' 
, ~-(~!f.,,~ 
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court, without running into dangerous aCtions, 
th~y feldom will be forward to feek an enemy. 
And when a miniftry is fo changeable, that it is 
uncertain whether a fervice will be rewarded or 
condemned, a commander can have little encou
ragement to try the fortune of war. Befides, 

fhould the command be trufted in the hands of 

men fubfervient to the will of thofe, whofe prin
ciples are averfe to vigorous meafures, there can 
be no expectations from the moft powerful fleets 
and armies. \Vhere this bane of all national virtue 
gets the afcendant, neither honour, nor courage, 
nor love of our country, will ever be able to pre
vail with a court-dependent to do his duty. 

Affairs in How unlike were tbefe tranfactions to the pro
Germany. grefs made by our allies in Germany. The difirefs 

Compara- of Pruffia has been already defcribed i: ,Let us 
tive view of furvey the Pruffian dominions and meafure the 
Kingof ' 
Pnl!Ea's remains of thofe po!feffions under that crown in 
aff,urs. April laft, and which have been torn from it by 

the Auftrians, Swedes, French and Ruffians, in 
the iliort fpace of feven months. Than which 
nothing can give aihonger idea of the dangerous 
and ruinous fituation of his Pruffian Majefiy'; 
deprived of the means of raifing both men and 

money. The duchy of Guelders, the duchy of 
Cleves, the principality of Moers, the counties of 
Linger and Lipftad, the principalities of Minden, 
Eaft-FrieOand and Embden, part of the archbi
{hop rick of MagdeboLlrg, fome other parts of the 

i See page ~5R and z8z. Vol; II. 

Marche, 
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Marche, dl1cal Pomerania, a great part of Siiefia, 
and even of the kingdom of Pruffia, including 
Berlin the capital; in a word, almoft all his do-
minions were either taken from him, or laid un-
aer contributions and poifeifed by enemies, who 
colleeted the public revenues, fattened on the con
tributions, and with the money, they drew from the 
eleetorate of Hanover, and other conquefts. Where 
was he to get recruits for his army, or the necef-
faries for their fubfiftence? Befides, he had to 
contend with an army of Ruffians, another of Au-
ftrians, another of French, another of Imperialifts 
and another of Swedes. 

A. D. 

Yet how much foever thefe prognofticated his How his 

I . h' M' J1. • h ffi.n. i Pruffian tota rum; IS aJellY met WIt e eLlua re- Maje!l:y 

fourees i~ the wifdom of his councils; in the fide- ~Y~~~l~ed 
lity and bravery of his troops, and in the pro- u~der his 

.n.' f d 'd H r. I mISfor-teLllOn 0 a goo provi ence. e law no a ter- tunes. 

native but to fubmit to inglorious terms of peace. 
He was not only thus befet and threatened, but 
he had loft the affiftance of the army of obferva-
tion, which had laid down their arms under a ca
pitulation, that difabled them to affifr him. He 
fummoned all his courage, all his policy; with the 
former he marched to meet his enemies, and beat 
them: with the latter he repaired the injury, 
which was levelled againft him by the difarming 
of the army at Stade. 

Ruffia was the firO: objeet of his ar~s. He 
was r.efolved, if paffible, to check their intrufion 
into the quarrels of Germany. His firft eifay was 
to try the. force of found reafon, and that mode-

C c 3 ration, 
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A. D. ration, which becomes a great King, renowned for 
)757' his wifdom and arm). He caured the followincy o 

decla.ration of his fentiments to preceed his army. 

The Kin~ " IT is fufficiently known, that the King of 
of Pru~a's Pruffia after the example of his glorious 
declaratIon ' 
againll: anceftors, has, ever fince his acceffion to the 
Rl.lffia. 

crown, laid it down as a maxim, to feek the 
friendlhip of the imperial court of Ruffia, and 
cultivate it by every method. His Pruffian Ma
jefty hath had the fatisfaCtion to live, for feveral 
fucceffive years, in the ftriCteft harmony with the 
reigning Emprefs; and this happy union would 

be ftill fubfifting, if evil-minded potentates had 
not broke it by their fecret machinations, and car
ried things to fueh a height, that the minifiers on 
both fides have been recalled, and the correfpond
ence broken off. 

" However melancholy thefe circumftances 
might be for the King, his Majefty was neverthe .. 
lefs moft attentive to prevent any thing that might 
increafe the alienation of the Ruffian court. He 
hath been particularly careful, during the difturb
ances of the war that now unhappily rages, to 
avoid whatever might involve him in a difference 

• with that court, notwithfianding the great griev
ances he hath to alledge againft it, and that it 
was publickly known, the court of Vienna had at 
Iaft drawn that of Ruffia into its deftru8:ive views, 
and made it ferye, as an inftrument for favour. 
~ng the fchemes of Auftria. 

His 
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" His Majefty hath given h the whole world A. D. 

inconteftible proofs, that he was under an in- 1757' 

difpenfabIe necemty of having recourfe to the 
meafures he hath taken againft the courts of Vi-
enna and Saxony. who forced him by their con-
duct to take up arms for his defence. Yet, even 
fince things have been brought to this extremity, 
the King hath offered to lay down his arms if 
proper fecurities fhould be granted to him. 

" His Majefty hath not neglected to expofe 
the artifices by whigh the imperial court of Ruf-
11a hath been drawn into meafures fo oppofite to 
the Emprefs's fentiments, and which would ex
cite the urmoft indignation of that great. princef<;, 
if the truth could be placed before her, without 
difguife. The King did more. He fuggefted to 
her Imperial Majefty fufficient means either to ex
cufe her taking no part in the prefent war, or to 
avoid, upon the jufteft grounds, the execution of 
thofe engagements, which the court of Vienna 
claimed by a manifeft abufe of obligations, which 
they employed to palliate their unlawful views. 

" It wholly depended upon the Empre(" of Rll[
fia to extinguilh the flames of the war, without 
unlheathing the [word, by purfuing the mea[ures 
fuggefted by the King. This condua would have 
immortalifed her reign throughout all Europe. 
It would have ga.ined her more lafting glory, tban 
can be acquired by the greateft triumphs. 

The King finds with regret, that all his pre
caution and care to maintain peace with the Ruf-

h See page I94. Vol. II. 
. C C 4 fian 
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A. D. fian Empire are fruitlefs, and that the intrigues 
1757· of his enemies have prevailed. His Majefty fees 

all the confiderations of friendfhip and good neigh
bourhood fer aode by the Imperial court of Ruf
tia, as well as the obfervance of its engagements, 
with his Majefty. He fees that court march
ing its troops through the territories i of a foreign 
power, againft the inclination / of that power, 
and contrary to the tenor of treaties, in order to 
attack the King in his dominions, and thus taking 
part in a war, in which his en~mies have involved 
the Ruffian Empire. 

" In fueh eircumfiances, the King hath no other 
part to take, but to employ the power, which 
God hath entmfted to him, in defending himfelf, 
proteCting his fllbjeCts, and repelling -every unjuft 
attack. 

" His Maje!l:y will never lofe fight of the rules, 
which are ·obferved, even in the mid!l: of war, 
among civilized nations. But if, contrary to all 
hope and expeCtation, thefe rules fhould be vio
lated by the troops of Ruffia, if they commit in 
the King's territories, diforders and exceffes dif
allowed by the .laws of arms, his Majefiy muft 
not be blamed if he makes reprifals in Saxony, 
and if, inftead of that good order and rigorous 
difcipline, which have hitherto been obferved by 
his army, avoiding all forts of violence, he finds 
l1imiClf forced, contrary to. his inclination, to fuf
fer the provinces and fubjeCts of Saxony to be 

I Pobnd. 
treated 
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treated in the fame manner, as his own territories A. D. 
/hall be treated. 17 S 7· 

" As to the refi, the King will foon publifh to 
the whole world the futility of the reafons alledged 
by the Imperial court of Ruffia to juftify its ag
greffion: And as his Majefty is forced upon 
making his defence, he has room to hope with 
confidence, that the Lord of Hofts will blefs his 
righteous arms, that he will difappoint the unjuft 
enterpri[es of his enemies, and grant him his 
powerful affiftance to enable him to make head 
againft them." 

His Pruffian Majefty fupported this declaration Detaches 
. h f h fi h h d 3o.ooomen WIt an army 0 30,000 men, w 0, a rer t ey a againlt 

heard of the horrid barbarities committed by the them. 

Ruffian detachments, fent by their general over· 
moft partsofPruffia, befides burning and de1l:roying 
every place and thing in their way, marched with a 
full determination to attack their main army, in 
its entrenchments, though it con lifted of 80,000 

regular forces; and well fortified in a camp, on 
an advantageous fituation near Norkitten. M. 
Lehwald was prov,oked to this refolution by the 
diftreiIes k of a country, he was not able to protect 

or 

k A letter from the PruJlian army under Ma>j0al Lehwald. 
written before the hattIe, and puh/ijlxd by authority at Bcdi". 

The enemy, notwithllanding their fuperiority, are en
trenching themfelve,. and ftudy only to ruin the country in 
the moll: barbarous manner. The farmers have [own none of 
their lands thi..s [C8JQ)l, and thi! enemy {ofilge a:I without di-

iUnction. 
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A., D. or deliver from the cruel invader by any other 
1757· means. The Ruffian army was formed in four 

Strength of lines: each line defended by a numeiOUS artillery 
'the Ruf- , 
fians en- and with batteries erected on all the eminences, 
camped. l' f containing in a I 200 pleees 0 cannon. How-

ever, the mean opinion of their difcipline and ufe 
of arms, added to the deure of revenge for the ene. 
my's inhuman behaviour, fo encouraged the Pru[. 
fian general, who had his M:rjefty's expre[s orders 
to rifque every thing rather than remain inactive, 
and fuffer thefe favages to penetrate any farther into 
his dominions, that he attacked this fortified camp 

fiinaion. General Fermer's army has maintained pretty good 

difcipline; and if it has plundered, it has not malTacred or 
maimed. But nothing can equal the diforders and cruehies 

which mark the Tout of the grand army. They cut off the 

nofes and ears of the country people', becaufe they had no
thing more to give, and their catrie were drove away, aRd 

fold to the army for eight grofs a head. The ColTacks, they 
faid, mull: have fubfiftance and get money. The diforders 
they have committed {hike horror. Many of the inhabitants 

of Pruffia have been hanged, others have had their legs cut 

off, or been ript up alive and their hearts tore out. Children 
have been carried ofr from their parents; and in lhort fuch 
atrocious cruelties are exercifed as {hock human nature, and 
wiII fix eternal infamy on an enemy, who call themfelves 
Chriftians, and who promife nothing, but moderation and good 
difcipline, in the memorials they have publilhed. The inha
bitants of the country, driven to defpair, take arms wbere. 
ever th~y can get them, and endeavour to defend their lives 
and the few efFeas they have carried off to their places of 
retreat.-The malter of a velTe! from Riga, adds this lhock. 
ing account, that above 100 women had chofen rather to throw 

themfelves into the rea at Memel, than fubmit to the brutalities 
offered them by thefe monfters. 

at 
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at five in the morning on the goth of Auguf!:, A. D. 

with [uch vehemency, that they entirely broke the 1757· 
. f . Attacked 

whole firf!: hne 0 the enemy, and forced all tl1elr by Count 

batteries. The Ruffian cavalry were routed, and Lehwald •. 

a regiment of grenadiers were cut to pieces, by a 
regiment of Pruffian dragoons, led on the fervice 
by the Prince of Holftein Gottorp, brother to, 

the King of Sweden. But this aCtion was of that 
fevere kind, as made it neceffary for the Pruffian 
general to defift from any further attempt. For, Lo[s of the 

h 1 it · I • k (h R ffi Pruffians. e 0 10 tillS attac .3000 men t e U Ian ac-
count fays 10,000 killed and wounded). So that 
when he came up to the fecond entrenchment, 
which was itronger than the firft, he prudently 
retired rather than expofe his whole army. Which 
refolution he performed with excellent order, and 
without one attempt of the enemy to difturb his 
rear, only being obliged to leave behind him the 
artillery I, he had taken from the firft line, and 
eleven pieces of his own cannon, for want of pro-
per carnages. 

This obliged the Ruffians to be more cautious InaClivity 

how they traverfed the diftant parts of the coun- °lif the Rul:" lans. 
try, in parties; and gave General Apraxin [uch a 
fample of the fervice he was to expect, Jhould he 
proceed to favour the operations of Count Daun, 
as his inftrucrions direCted, that Lehwald's re

treat, in a great meafmt, anfwered the purpofes 
of a viCtory in favour of Pruffia. 

The Ruffians loft in this engagement 10,000, Their loi's. 

Gthers fay 14,000 men killed; but the account 

I Eighty pieces of cannon. 
publiihed 



4-1Z 
A.D. 
17S7 

Their 
ilight. 

THE GENERAL HISTORY OF 

publifhed by M. Apraxin reduces them to 7000, 

amongft whom were three generals. Their wound
ed were very confiderable m, amongft thefe was 
General Lapuchin and a colonel of artillery, who 
with many more were made prifoners. No officer 
of di11:inCtion fell amongft the Pruffians: nor was 
there anyone but Count Dohna wounded. 

M. Lehwald having muftered his army after 
this fevere fervice in his camp, to which he return
ed back at Velau, changed their pofition for one 
more advantage'ous at Peterfwald, that he might 
more effeCtually retard the further motions and 
progrefs of the enemy, in cafe they fuould make 
any further movements. But on the thirteenth 
of the next month, after the Ruffians had re
mained totally inaCtive from the time of this ac
tion near Norkitten, M. Apraxin broke up his 
ftrong camp, and in a fudden and furprifing man
ner retreated out of Pruffia, with fuch precipita
tion, that he left between 15 and 16000 {ick and 
wounded, eighty pieces of cannon, and a co'nu
derable part of his military frores, behind him. 

This flight was made in two columns, and by 
two n routs, and was managed with fa much art, 

by 

m As appears by the number mentioned below. 
nOne pracetded towards Memel; the other took the 

neardi way to their own country, through the bailiwic of;Ab
fiemen or through Lithuania. 

It does not, to this time appear, what could be the real 
cau[e; but as the Czarina was about that time {ei~ed with an 

apopleCtic fit, it WaS given out, that the ~rmy was ordered 

houle 
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by advancing the irregulars towards the Pruffian A. D. 

army to cover the defign, that it was not difcover~ US7-

ed till the third day. M. Lehwald upon the firft 
notice detached Prince George of Holftein with 
10,000 horfe to purfue the run-a ways: but they 
had made fuch forced marches, that they efcaped, 
except a few, which the Prince made prifoners, 
and fome ftragglers, who were killed by the coun-
try people on the road to Tilfit. 

Both columns burnt every village in their way Cruelty. 

without diftinaion. And committed fuch other 
aCts of barbarity, that they left the roads behind 
them ihewed with dead bodies of men and hodes. 
And thus the Ruffians entirely evacuted the Pruf-
{ian dominions, except Meme!. 

For this turn his Pruffian Majefty was again 
delivered from the powerful diverfion made to his 
arms by the Ruffians in favour of Auftria. ,He 
had no troops to fpare for the defence of his te~~ 
ritories invaded by the French, and to give them 
battle. Wherefore the French marihal revelled 
with impunity in the open country, meeting with 
no oppofition, and after a long blockade reduced 
Guelders to furrender by famine 0, on the 24th of Gnelders 

Auguft. The whole country was now left ex- c1apitu-
at(;s. 

pofed to the enemy, as far as Magdeburg, and 

home to Cupport the regulations lhe had made about a CucceC. 
for, in cafe of a vacancy on the throne. It is moil: probable 
that they wanted fubfifience. 

o By capitulation, which permitted the garrifon to march 
out with honours of war, and to be e[corted to Berlin. But 
moll of them defer ted before they arrived at. Cologn. 

the 
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A. D. the re\'enues were appointed for and received by 
17S7· the Emprefs ~en p. He watched the Auftrians 

anD Im"el'ialifts, and commanded M. Lehwald to 
Swedes in- chafrife the Swedes, who had penetrated into 
vade Po- p . p .'. 11. b C h f 
merania. rUBlan· OrneraOla, Jllll elore t e retreat 0 the 

Ruffians, and had laid the neighbouring country 
under contribution. 

The Swedifu general publilhed a manifefto to 
juftify this unexpeeted and extraordinary meafure, 
in the name of the King of Sweden, fetting forth, 

Manifefto. " That his MajeUy in quality of guarantee of the 
"treaty of Weftphalia could not excufe himfelf 
'~from caufing his troops to enter the Pruffian 
"dominions and divifion of the Duchy of the 
" Anterior Pomerania, being by fuch guarantee 
"obliged to be vigilant in the fupport of the 
"conftitutions of the Empire, at that time in
" fulted, to obtair. fllCh fatisfaCtion as the ftates 
" of the Empire, which had fllffered injury, had 
'-' a juft right to expect, and to reftore them the 
"peace, which had been infringed by the viola
" tion of the faid treaty of Weftphalia." 

AnCwered 
by the 
King of 
Pruilia. 

To which his Pruffian Majefty replied \ and 
proved in a moO: convincing manner, ~, That the 
crown of Sweden could not upon any l@gal foun
dation, lay any thing to his charge, to make it 
appear that he had really difturbed the peace of 
Weftphalia: and enjoined his vaffals, magiftrates, 

" She immediately received 200,000 crowns from Cleve! 
and la Marcke. 

q By his General Manreulfel, who had a command of 
12,COO men in Pomerania, to cover Stetin from any furprize. 

and 
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and fubjetts, in the Anterior Pomerania not to A. D. 
pay any regard to the Swedifh declaracion, but to 1757· 

preferve their fidelity and allegiance to him their 
lawful Sovereign, upon the penalty of incurring 
his moil rigorous indignation. 

The Swedifh army confifted of 22,000 men, Strength of 

under Count Hamilton; but as foon as M. Leh- their a.-my. 

wald found himfelf at liberty, he detached 16,000 

men, under Prince George of Holftein Gottorp, 
into Pomerania, and foon after followed with the 
refl: of his army. He not only recovered the 
country they had feized on, but [wept them away 
and added to his mafter"s dominions all Swedifh 
Pomerania, except the fortified town of Stra:l-
f~nd r; and with heavy contributions mad~ the 
Duke of Mecklenburg repent of his alliance 
againft his Pruffian Majefty. Thus ended the 
Swedifn campaign, who without one battle, loU: 
half their men by ficknefs, defertion, &c. 

How to repair the ruinous ftate of his territories 
in Weftphalia was more than he could forefee, 
could there be found no way to prevent a neu
trality for Hanover, and to prevail with the allies, 

that had been difarmed at Clofter Seven, to re
enter the field. With thofe views his Pruffian 
Majefiy, as foon as he was apprized of a cooven-

r The Swedes did expect to be joined by 15,QOO French 
and 6000 Mecklenburgers: but M. LehwaJd (hiking the blow 
jn time prevented this junction, and reduced the Swedes to 
[uch (haits, that their General was afraid of being reduced to 
the neceffity of the garrifon of Pima; as appears from his 

difpatches to hi.rourt. ' 

tion 
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tion with the French Marthal, wrote the following 
manly and pathetic letter, 'with his own hand, to 
his Britannic Majefty. 

King ~f ~'I Juft now hear that the bufinefs of a. neutrality 
Pruffia s for the E-e of H r, IS not yet 
~U~~ • 

King of dropped. Can your MaJefty have fo little con-
~[~a~n~~~ ftancy and firmnefs as to fink under a few crofs 
conven- events? Are affairs in fuch a bad plight that they 
ben. 

cannot be retrie:ved? Confider the ftep which your t . Majefty purpofes to take, and that which you 
have made me take. You are the caufe of all 
the misfortunes that are ready to fall upon me. I 
never would have broken my alliance with France, 
but for yc:mf fair promifes. I repent not of my 
treaty with your Majefty; but do not fhamefully 
abandoi'l me to the mercy of my enemies, after 
having brought upon me all the powers, of Eu
rope. I expect that your Majefiy will remember 
your engagements, renewed the 26th paft, and 
that you will not liften to any engagement in 
which I am not comprehended." 

His Britannic Majefty, in anfwer to this letter, 
ordered the following declaration to be communi
cated to all foreign minifters refiding at the Bri-_ 
tith court, on the 16th of September. 

T H ~ Kin~ having ordered an account to be 
. gIven hIm of the reprefentations of M. 

Michell, in relation to fame overtures made by 
his Majefty'S electoral minifters concerning the 

checks 
2 
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checks received in Germany, hath commanded, 
that anfwer be given to the King of Pruilia's mi
nifter. That it never was his Majefry's intention, 
that the faid overtures, made without the partici
pation of the Britiih council, fhould have the leaft 
influence on his Majefty's conduct, as King. His 
Majefty fees, in the fame light as before, the per
nicious effeCts of the union between the courts of 
Vienna and VerfailIes, which threaten a fubverfion 
of the whole fyftem of public liberty, and of the 
independence of the European powers. He con
fiders, as a fatal confequence of this dangerous 
connection, the ceilion made by the court of Vi. 
enna of the ports of the Netherlands to· France, 
contrary to the faith of the moll: folemn treaties; 
and, in fuch a critical fituation, whatever may be 
the fuccefs of arms, his Majefty is determined to 
att in conftant concert with the King of Pruffia, 
in employing the moft efficacious means to frn
ftrate the unjuft and oppreffive defigns of their 
common enemies; and the King of Pruilia may 
affure himfelf that the Britifh crown will continue 
to fulfil, with the greateft puncrllality, its en
gagements with his Pruilian Majefty, and to fup
port him with firmnefs and vigour. 

Whitehall, Sep.16. HOLDERNESSE. 

His Britannic Majefty, in quality of Elector of 
I Hanover, did alfo apply, by the following re
markable memoriaJ, to the Diet of the Empire, 
for relief and redrefs in the dit1reffed condition of 

VOL. II. D d his 
20 
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A. D. his Electoral dominions invaded and feized by the 
1757· French. 

EleCl:ol" of " THE differences, fays the memoriaIiil, 
Hanover's arifen between the crowns of England 
memorial be r 110 b ' 
to the Dyet and France had fcarce en 10 . wed y fame hof-
;fr~~e Em- tilities, when the latter loudly thr~~tned to be re~ 

venged for the fame on the Electoral qominion~ 
of hi~ :Britannic Majefty; ~nd the pr~p,aration.s 
tht;n made on the Rhine and the Mofc;lk, toge
ther with the variou$ motipns of {he French, were 
nlore than fuffici~nt to prove the reaU~y of tha~ 
po~ent;l.te's defigns. 

" While matters frood thus (i. e. towards th~ 

autumn of the year 1755) the King of Great 
Britain had no El~aoral minifter at the court of 
Vienna: however, his Majefty amicablyexpre1fed 
his fentiments to that court by the mouth of Mr. 
Keith, the Britifh minifter; repre[en~ed to her the 
danger to which his German qO(l1inions and the 
whole Empire were expofed, and demanded the 
fuccows ftipulated I;>y the treati.;s of alliance ~lld 
guaranty that fubfifted betvyeen the two c\>urts. 

" They could not miftake at Vienna the great
nefs and reality of the danger, nor difo.wn tha~ 
it would be unjuft, to involve, in the war, the 
flates of the Germannic body that had no intereil 
in the differences ahove-mentioned, and to moleft 
or trouble feveral othe~ confiderable PJovi))<;es of 
Germany by the march .<?f ilrmies; bu~ ~hj;:fe rt:
prefenta[i~ns were fruitJe[s~. Far fron:I feeing th4 
performance of the promifes of a real fucwur, 

and 
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~hd the guaranty of his Britannic Majefty's Elec
toral dominions, he could not even obtain from 
the Empire dehortatory refcripts to the adjacent 
circles, in order to prev~nt their favouring the de .. 
:figns of France, and giving her affiftance. 

" In the mean while the danger greatly increafo. 
ed: France f~nt to Berlin an envoy extraordinary, 
charged, no doubt, to induce, if pollible, the 
KiDg of Pruffia to difturb on his part the Electo
rate of Hanover: at the fame time ilie wertt on 
with her pr.eparations~ and continued her menac;s'; 
and it was but too plainly perceived, the approach .. 
ing winter was the only caufe th.at preven ted her 
carrying them into execution. This is a true 
account of the fiwation of affairs at that time. 

" In .the mqnth of February 1756, the King 
.of -Great Britain, after a iliort negociation, con
.eluded a treacy with the King of Pruffia, the 
drift of which was only to maintain the general 
tranquillity _of Europe; to feeure, in particular, 
therepofe of Germany, notwithftandingthe diffe .. 
r~nces fLl'bfifting between the courts of London 
and Verfailles; to ufe the utmoft endeavours on 
both fIdes, towards hindering their refpeCtiveallies 
from undertaking any thing againft the dominions 
of either of ,the contraCting powers; in !hort, 
~, To join ~heir forces, in order to preferve the 
"tranquillity of the Empire, and to oppofe the 
" paifage of foreign troops, in cafe any power, 
" ~mder any pretext whatioever .!hould ~rc.han 
~'.army. into Germany, to .difturb its repo[e." 

D d 2 ~~ This 
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" This treaty, fuch as it is here repre[entedj 
" moreover provided for the fafety of all the do.;. 
" minions which her Imperial and Royal Maje'fty 
" poffelfes in the Empire, and thofe which belong 
" thereto;" nay, the Aufirian Netherlands had 
even been exprefsly named therein, had not his 
Pruffian . Majefiy grounded the exception of thofe 
provinces upon an unanfwerable argument, name. 
ly, " That in all the treaties which he himfelf had 
" concluded with the' Emprefs QEeen, he never 
" guaranteed the Nether1and~;" fo that in treat
ing with a third power, he could hot farther ex. 
tend his engagements in favour of the Emprefs 
~een. 

" The more the King flattered himfelf that the 
Emperor, as head of the Empire, would applaud 
this treaty, which aimed at nothing but to fecure 
the Empire committed to his care, from a danger 
whofe confequences might be eafily forefeen, the 
more did he hope that the Emprefs ~een would 
acknowledge the fervice he rendered to. the terri· 
tories, which that Princefs polfelfes in Germany: 

• 
at leaft, his Britannic Majefty might reckon that 
the Germannic body would think themfelves under 
fome obligations to him, for the care he tooI~ to 
hinder Germany from becoming again the theatre 
of war, and to fecure its tranquillity, as that of 
his own dominions. 

" Neverthelefs, this treaty was' fcarce1y pub
lilhed~. 'with that franknefs and camlour, whith 
always .accompany upright, innocent, and' falu
t~ry aCts, than fame penple began to put finifter 

3 ,J. conftructions 
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conftruaions upon it, and to give out, that it A. D. 

teemed with fecret defigns refpeaing religion and 1757· 

other matters. 
"His Majefty's patriotic fentimenes ought to 

have been better known: fentiments which never 
fuffered him to indulge any partial views, either 
in political or religious affairs: they could not but 
krlow, that on all occafions he has had an eye to 
the maintenance of the Germannic fyfrem and 
confritutions, and that he has given reiterated and 
inconteftible proofs thereof. They could not 
therefore, without injufrice, fufpea his Majefry 
of having defigns, or being inclined to take fieps, 
that might create troubles in the heart of the Em
pire, of which he is himfelf one of the principal 
members, and whofe interefrs have ever been fo 
dear to him, that fame years ago he fpared neither 
his treafures, nor his troops, nor even his facred 
perf on, to deliver it from the invafion of its ene
mies. His Britannic Majefry neverthelefs did not 
hefitate to inform the head and the members of 
the Empire of the full contents of the treaty he 
had recently concluded, adding to this informa
tion, fuch declarations, as were fit to remove every 
the Ie aft idea of fufpicion and difirllfr, 

\" All the world knows, that foon after, i. e. 
May I, 1756, the Emprefs ~e~n notwithfiand
iog, ~oncluded not only a neutrality convention, 
bllt <\.lfo a treaty of union and friendlhip pretendedly 
defenfive, with the very crown with which his 
Majefty, as King of Great Britain, was in open 
war, and which threatned to carry fire anp fword 

~ D d 3 into 



4U 
A.D. 
] 757· 

THE GENERAL HISTORY OF 

intd his. EleB:oral dominions. To appearance, 
this treaty had been long before tnedi£ated, and 
had already been a confiderable ti'me on the anvil. 

" 'Tis likewife well lmown, that a!f foon as this 
treaty was tOhcluded, jealoil'rtes began to brea~ 
out betweeti the Eniprefs ~eeri and the Kiiig oi 
Pr'Hffia; and that they at !aft ended in an oped 
will', which occafioned his Pfliffian Maje!l:y to en~ 
ler the Electorate of Saxony arid Bohemia. 

" It is moreover publicly known, that the King 
was abfolutely ignorant of the King of Pruffia's 
entering Saxony; that his Britannic Majefty did 
not hear of k till after the event; that he detefted 
the hoftilities that broke but; that he <ievifelI the 
contrary; that he took flo part, nor would be 
concerned iri it; and that he would employ a11 his 
force, and bene his care to keep far~ign twaps at 
a diftance from his coliniry and the territories ad
jacent; arid to fecute his Gennan dominidns fromi 
the threatned danger. 

" In this {train did his Majefty fpeak Dy his 
minifters at Vienna:; Ratiilion, ahd every were eIre: 
this was the fole end of his deliberatioris, arid of 
the meafures he took, withom condmiirig himlelf 
with what was doing in Saxony and Bbhemia: 
It was in confequence df the fame motive, that 
the King voted for the mediation of th~ ;Empire,· 
and for refroting the tranquillity of Germany,. 
when the affair Was laid befote the Dyet;- beeaiif~ 
his M:1jefty was cOrivinced, that this meliftii"'tf wag 

the eafieft and the fitteft ta btinC7 about the refii· o 

tution of Saxony, arid the oountrie!i depending oli 
it, 
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it, and perhaps indemnifications too; whereas the 
other means that prevailed have produced nothing 
(as dire experience has fhewn) but a horrible effu
fion of blood, with the devaftation and ruin of 
many ftates and innocent fubjeB:s; nor can we 
yet forefee when there will be an end of thefe 
dreadful calamities. 

" It is true, that a NEUTR ALITY was propored 
to the King, partly immediately from the court 
of Vienna, and partly by the mediation of Den
mark; but fuch conditions were tacked to THIS 

neutrality, as rendered the acceptance impoffible. 
They would have had his Majefty give the 
French a free paffage through his dominions; to 
furnifh thofe troops with provifions, forage, and 
waggons, for almoft nothing; and this at a time 
when his Majefty could fcarce guard his fubjeB:s 
againft a famine. They infifted upon his putting 
Hamelen into their hands; they wanted him to 
confine his troops within a narrow circle in his 
own dominions; they infifted, that they !bould be 
kept there almoft like prifoners of war: in !bort, 
they would have deprived him of the liberty of 
marching a fingle man from one place to another, 
without the confen,t of France. ' 

" During the negociation relative to this neu
tt-ality, France not only marched the fuccour of 
24,000 men, £l:ipulated by her treaty with the 
Emprefs ~Jeen, but alfo fent direB:1y into Weft-

phalia an army of 80,000 men. . 
, "The King's army remained till the end of 
April in quarters of. cantonment along the We-

D d 4 fer; 
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A. D. fer; but the French~ by exorbitant ~n1and~LQf 
1757' prov,ifions a,nd waggons, which far .exceededdthe 

faculties of the country, having ruined the ,county 
of Bentheim, pitCl1eq upon the city of Munfter 
for a place of arms, marched from all parts to
wards that city, anc;i thereby evinced their:ddign 
upon his MajeO:y's Electoral dqminions; he then 
~aufed the army of obfervation under the Dukeof 
Cumbe,rland to crofs the Wefer, and to advance 
as far as Rittberg, Bielefeld, and Hervoerden: 
nevertheJefs, the KinKcaufed the moO: folemn de
clarations to be given every where, that he was very 
far from intending to act offenfive1y, againft any of 
his co-eftates of the Empire, or even againft 
France; and that he had no other views than to 
fecure from invafion, with the help, of the Al
mighty, his own dominions, and the territories 
of the neighbou~ing Princes. 

,~ The events that follow~d are too well known 
to need a rec~tal here. 

" The principality of Eaft Frizdand,· about 
which his Majefty has a fui~ depending in the Aqli¢ 
Council <J.gainft the King of p(Uma1 hasb~en at· 
tacked aQd c;:onqucred, and its inhabit~nts obliged 
to f~ear allegiance to the Empref~ QEeen. 

~, The countries of He£re Cairel ha,ve been in
vaded by a body of ~ 5 or 20,000 men, and wreft
ed from their lawful m!lfter, who h<ith been con
ftrained to take refuge at l:fam.1)Urgh. 

" At ~he fame. time another body of Frenmt 
tro012s,.~il~e an. irrup.tio!l on the Upper Wefer, 
took Mundell, Gottingen, Nordheim, Hardeg

fen, 
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fen. Hedemunden, Viral", and Eimbeck, caufed A Dl 

allegiance to be fworn every where to the King of 1757· 

France, lodged their fick in the beft churches, 
extorted immenfe quantities of provifions and 
waggons, on the leaH: delay plundered whole vil-
lages, mal. treated the magiftrates, and (to give a 

fketch of French military execution) reduced 
other villages to ailies, wafted or burnt the fields, 
and thereby deprived the wretched inhabitants of 
the very hope of the rich crop the land promifed. 

"In the mean time, the main body of the 
French army paired the Wefer in feveral places, 
re-airemb1ed again, and then drew near the King's 
army of obfervation, which, on account of fu
periority in numbers, was obliged to retire into 
the countries of Bremen and Verden. 

"The town of Hamelen fell into the enemy's 
hand, and Hanover iliared the fame fate; fince 
which time the French army arbitrarily exact Con
tributions, provifions, forage, waggons, &c. with 
~ high hand; they feize upon all the revenues, 
and all the public money; in a word, they difpofe 
of the whole country, juft as they pleafe. 

" The territories of Wolfenbuttel have in like 
manner been invaded and occupied, and they have 
left the Duke's family nothing but the came of 
Blankenburg to relide in. 

" It is clear from this narration, which may be 
authentically proved, that the King did not af
femble his troops, nor thofe of his allies, with a. 
view to act offinjively againft any power whatever; 

but that his Majefty's tole aim was, to fecure, as 
far 
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far as- pollible, his dominions and thofe of his' 
allies, from viol~nce and Ul1jllft pretenfions. And 
though tiivihe Providence has not been pleafed to 
fecond flicIT juft and equitable views, the King has 
yet the corifolation of being perfliaded, that the 
fieps he has been obliged to take, will be approved 
by every impartial man. :. 
/ "His' Majefty flatters himfelf, that his co-eftates 
of the Empire, and the powers that have at heart 
the reftoratidn of the Germannic tranquil1i~y, and 
the fupperi of the fyftem of the Etnpire~ will 
think of applying the fpeedieft remedies to pro. 
teedings equ':1ily harIh and undeferved;: aha put· 
ting an end to an oppofition, which menaces Ger. 
many and all Europe with the moll: ·difinal con
fequences; and that they will ·endeavourto pro
cure the King fatisfaCl:ion ad~quate to the darpages 
he has fuftained.~' . 

M. D. de In the mean time M. de RicheHeu was enrich
:~~~~l~e~e_ ing hitnfelf: wi~h cxceffive cont;ibutions, and the 
ga~d to [,he ~lunder of the <;()untries, which laidexpofecl' to 
telIDS of hi.. h' J: r. d . . 
the CO IT- is arms; repamng IS 10rttine cohlume 10 vIces 
vention. at court, . by the moil:- cruel and barbarous means. 

He paid no r~gard to the· conditions of. t·he con· 
:vention: but practifed every' art, and tried every 
expedient, though ever· fo unjuft arid hal'barous, 

EnCO'mc-- to fill hiscoft"ers. . In which he was but too milch 
~~, ~~~rei~ encouraged by the difiike lhewh in the Fre~ch 
~~urt. court at the anides of the convention; who ex-

pected thali an ~rttJy, penn.ed up, as that at Stade 
was, fuould have fun:endered at difcr~tion, at 

4 , leaft 
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lean: on eondition not to ferve dminO' the war A. D. 
o 

againft France and her allies, and inlifred on dif- 1757· 

arming the auxiliary troops upon returning into 
their own country; and therefore feemed more 
willing to provoke the allied army to refume tAeir 
arms, that the infringment of the convention 
might be thrown upon them, than to comply with 
the terms of the fripulated convention. On the 
other fide, the Hanoverians were difappointed in 
their expeCtations. By laying down their arms 
it was their opinion, that his Majefty's Electoral 
dominions would have been delivered by a formal 
tteaty, from the French invaders, and have obtained 
the advantages of a neutral ftate. But their hof-
tile vifitors took every ftep to fecme their abode. 
They continued to extend their conquefts. They 
enlarged their demands. They changed the very 
form of government' : and they, in defiance of 

the 

i Tbe allthentic docllments of the French adminijlrafion, in his 11'112-
jejly's German dominion;. 

One Gautier, a farmer from Paris, having arrived at Han
over fome days before Chri!1:mas, and there fixed his office, a 

decree of council of the King of France, appeared, dated the 
18th of Oaober 1757, the tenor of which is as follows: 

" The King having charged Jean Faidy, citizen of Paris, 
to take upon him the receipt, and admini!1:ration, of all the 
duties and revenues, bdonging to his Majelly in the Electorate 

()f Hanover, conquered from the King of England, Eleaor 
of Hanover, and bring to account all fuch perfons as have had 

\he rd::'eipt, and adminillration of them, fince the conqueft of 

the Eieaorite of Hanover; and all per{ons, who, before the 
}tleaorilte of Hanover imd the other conquered countries pair. 

ed 
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A. D. the: ,late qp~t,ulation, were enforcing every means 
17):7· todifarm .and en.nave both the army and the 

people. 
It 

ed under his Majefiy's dominion, were employed in the di
rection and receipt of the revenues of the country, for all the 
fums they iliall have received, and to receive of them the fums 
due for die value of their farms: and the King does hereby 

order, that till letters patent, fealed and regifiered, ilia]1 be 
iffued forth, the faid Faidy be put into poffeffion of the di
refdon, receipt, and adminifiration, of all the revepues and 

duties in the Electorate of Hanover, conquered from the King 
of England, Elector of Hanover, from the time they have 
been fubjetJ:ed to his Majefiy: it is his Majefiy's will, that the 
teceipt, direCtion, and adminifiration, of all the revenues 
whatfoever, be in the hands of the faid Jean Faidy, or others 

appointed by him; and, for that purpofe, that all the papers, 
relating to the receipt, direCtion, and maintainance of the faid 
duties and revenues, be delivered to him by thofe, in whore 
cuilody foever tqey iliall be found. It is his Majeily's will 

and order, that all thofe, \\"ho have been employed in the re
ceipt and direction of the faid revenues, under what title fo
ever, be obliged to deliver to the faid Jean Faidy, or his at
tornies, upon their giving receipts, the accounts they have 
given in, their regifiers, land-rools, and other deeds, by vir
tue whereof they have received and collected the dudes and 
revenues of the preceeding fovereign, and that the [aid re
ceivers iliall account for what they have received, and /hall 
pay the [urns frill remaining due from them, under pain of 
being obliged thereto by the ordinary methods ufed in the 
King's revenues and affairs: his Majefiy empowers the raid 
Jean Faidy to remove the receivers, and all other perfons, 
who {hall have been employed in any part of the direCtion, re

ceipt, and adminiilration, of the raid duties and revenues, 
and to place others in their room, his Majefiy ref erving 0 
himfdf the power of ordering the vouchers of thofe iD err .• 

ploymcnt who mar be removed, to be rrodu<:ed, and to pro-
> vide 
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~.,~ It was in this critical conjuncture, that the court A. D. 
of London took up the point in debate. Han- 1757· 

over 

vide for.the reimburfing them the money they {hall prove to 

have paid, in the manner he {haH judge proper: his Majefty 

orders, that all perfons, who have been entrulled under the 

prececding government with papers, relative to the revenues 

of the EleCl:orate of Hanover, or thofe that may hereafter be 

fo, to communicate the fame to the faid Jean Faidy, and to 

<;leliver authentic copies of all the papers he {hall defire to have, 

without exemption, under pain of difobedience: his Majefty 
in like manner orders, under the fame penalties, that the ma
gif!:rates of the towns, dif!:rias and commonalities, &c. {hall 

deliver, upon the firf!: requifition of the raid Jean Faidy, ef!:i
mates, certified by them, of the produce of fix years, reck

ening from the I f!: of January 175 I, to the laft of December 
1756, of the duties and revenues which the faid towns, di
ftriCl:s, commonalities, and f!:ates are in polfe/Iion of; thyt they 
likewife deliver to the faid Jean Faidy, eftimates of the fums 
they {hall have paid to the preceding Sovereign during the 

faid fix years, and of the charges necelfarily incurred during 
the faid term, independant of the fums they have paid: it is 

his Majefty's intention and will, that the faid Jean Faidy be 

put into the polfe/Iion of the houCes, offices, and utenfils, hi
therto made ufe of in the management of the revenues, with 
the direCtion whereof he is charged, payment being made to 

the proprietors for rent upon the footing he and they fhal! 
_ agree: his Majef!:y likewife orders, that all thofe who are aco 

_ ,tually employed in the management of the revenues of the 

EleCl:orate of Hanover, after having been authorifed by the 

[aid Jean Faidy, fhall continue to aCl: without being obliged to 

take any new oaths, and that thofe, who fhall corne in upon 
a frefh eftablifhment, fhall be admitted without any charges 
to take the oath, and difcharge the dLlty of the employ

ments, to which they fhall be named, upon the limple pre

fentation of the faid Jean Faidy: his MajeUy orders, that all 
thQfe, who fhall be account~ble and indebted to the dlolties and 

revenues, 
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,... D. over convinced, when it was too Ja~~, th~t there 
1757- cpu'lq be;: no tUety for heF, put in a vjg9rb~ exer;-

tion 

r~v,enues, of what patur_e (Qeyer they /;Ie, co~r,c:~e,nded jJl 

"he direClipn an~ apmin,illl'ation, with which t\le f~p Jeap 
F~idy is ch!1rged, ~all be acquitted and difcharged towardji 

,llis MajeUr ,and all other~, of w~atfoever they /hall bj: foun~ 
.to owe, by producing receipts from the faip Jean faidy, w" 
~t~oJ:nie$, &c. g~ .t4.e accounfs they /ball hay~ giveIl ~n ftt !8F 
time they filall be balanced ~!ld acquitted: it is hi~ ,¥aj~¥'i 
will, that any d~fputes, that fit.aIl arife with regard ~!> t~~ ,ge
neral <ldJ!1~qiftrat,ion of !Ill the d!ltjes and revenues,pf t~F 
EleClqrate of Hanover, w~eI::e~ith the (aJd Jeall, Faidy ~I 

ch~rg.'ip, ~~ .Pl.qught,b~f.qre th~ intendant and CQ!p~Wary. wh9 

has the d'ePJf!tm~nt of ,~he (qnfuertt/ (OU1/ f7 :~lld fd)Ad~~ 
JJy him" favjng;m ~p'p'ea1tg, ll,is. Majefiy's ~OJl~FiJ. p~ly: bts 
MajeUy ~njpins .the faid intendant and cornmi~ary pf ,the ,(aid 
department, to fupP?rt the execution of t\le preCel)t ~crce. 
which /ball be executed, notwithllanding all oppofition a!id 
hi,ndr!l9C~S,_of )vhich, if any /bould happen, his ¥lljelly re
{erves to hhnfelf and his ~ouncil the cogni~~nce; <I\ld -for~idl 
'he fa~c to all courts and jlld~es. ' 

.Done at .the King's council of Ilate, held at Y:erCailles. 

:the 1·8~hofQ&qber, 1757-
Sign&d EYN ARD. 

RWlarks. It appears fr-am the date and purport of this cleyree, thit« 
the council of V,erfaiIlCis was employed in fr~ming.it immedi

ately after the convention of Bremeworde; and ~he {aid de. 

cree implies, that it was determined ,to change' the govern· 

ment of the Eldlorate of Hanover, notwithllandin& whae 

was ell';prefsly promifed by the capitulation made tbe 9th of 
Auguft 1757. upon the furrender of the capital, and that the 
adminillration herein mentioned, with which the faid JeaQ 

Faidy is charged, was to extend itfeIf to the- ~OUntFie5, ", .. hi," 
1Ilight hereafter he cQt1fjzllrei •. 
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cion of her-,firength againft an enemy, that never 
ql,lits po1feillon of their acquifitiQns, whether 
Ipade by force or fraud; throws herfelf and her 
caufe, ent~rely upon Great Britain; when !he haq 
found there were no hopes left of a neutrality, nor 
of relief from the Dyet of the Empire. 

They ve,ry juJ;l;Iy cp.arged Great Britain with 
the caufe of their m~sfortunes: and applieq to hi$ 
Britanni~M~jdl:y for aid and protection. '~Is it 
reafonable, faid they, that a country, which 
parted with thofe advantages and comforts, that; 
~re enjoyed by the influence of a court, whofe 
Sovereign refides in th~ heart of his native domi
nions, and is not embarraBed by the contending 
or contrary interefts of an adventitious kingdom, 
fuould be ruined becaufe it has condefeended to 

part with chofe bleffings? Did not Hanover, that 
very EJectorate feized in a hoftile manner by the 
enemies of Great Britain, give a King to Great 
Britain, to maintain her l<j.ws, liberty an4 religion, 
when they were end<ilngered by a c;1ifput;;lble fue .. 
ceillon? And is Hanover to be thus rewarded, 
for the refuge granted to Great Britain in her 

, qiftr~fs, as to be compelkd to pour forth her 

If fo, this confeffiol), made hy the crown of France itfelf, 
cannot but be confidered as lin undeniable proof, that the faid 

crown l}ad a premeditated defign of making an ill ufe of the 
celfation of arms, in order to proceed in taking polTeffion of 
the provinces' 'they had not yet feized upon, when the ceifation 
of arms was concluded, and bring to utter deftruClion the 

EleCtorate of HanOy.er, witholl' leayjng the fover~gn thereof 

any method of preCeJ:ving it. 
blood 
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blood and treafure in -the qllarrels of England? 
Is 1he to be abandorie-d by the only power 1he has 
a juft right to apply to fdr help; when denied the 
proteCtion of the Gei'mannic Body, in a confpiracy 
with France ?His Majefty by being the common 
father of both peopl~, ought equally to hear the 
voice or diftrefs from an HailOverial1', as from a 
Briton. And he :has given a proof' of this by 
leaving his Germanilic counfellors to aCt, as they 
thoughtinoftconducive to their country's intereft; 
at the late conventions, though it: has rior, and 
cannot have· their defired effeCt, [0 long as it is 

the intereft of France to maintain waragainft his 
Britannic Majefty. The framers o( the' atl: of 
fettlement knew that their future Sovereign was to 
be, and to remain EleCtor of Hanover: that his
beingfo was one of their main inducementS: and' 
that the liberties of England depended upon thofe 
of the proteftant intereft in Europe. When was 
there a time to be more watchful for the protell:anc 
intereft of Europe, than at a time when the na
tural antipathy and the oppofite interefts of Bur
bon and Auftria have united, and the Aulic Coun
cil countenanceth their meafures, and approves of 
their hoftilities? Can the warmeft anti-continental 
patriot in Great Britain affirm, that tpe interefts 
of Hanover had immediately any concern in 
lighting up 'the prefent war? Had the Hanove
rians any concern in the American difputes ? Were 

t See his Majefty's declaration in anfwer to the King of _ 
Pruflia's Jetter, above on page 416, figned Ho4lerne.ffi. 

the 
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the Hanoverians ,the primary objects of Aufrrian A. D, 
ambition, or French invafion. We tried '~hat 1757, 

ld b I
, Why the 

cou be done y a neutra ny, and by a conven~ HaI'lOve-

tion, both have faile~ us. The terms of the for- ~~~d d~d 
mer would have been dilhonourable, The latter from Great 

expedient have configned Hanover to fufferings, Britain. 

that could be inflicted upon no other plea, than 
that the EleCtor is King of Great Britain. For, 
it cannot be thought, that France would have 

marched 80,000 men acrofs fuch an extent of com-
fortlefs territory, to attack an Electorate, that is 
guaranteed to the houfe of Brunfwick by all the 
folemn aEts, ties and treaties, that can render 

poifeffion fecute. But while the enemies of Great 
Britain will not diftinguilh between the interefts 
of the King of England and the Elector of Han-
over, as feparate and independant, Hanover will 
always be the fufferer., though the gives not the 
leaft provocation. 

Therefore in this diftreffed fituation, into which Remarks 

h d b b h fc \ I b h' Et' on the can· they a een roug t o.e y y telr conne Ions duct of the 

with England, -Cas well as upon the faith of trea- Briti0 
court In rc-

ties) the regency of Hanover demanded immediate gard toHa~ 
r: f: h B' '/h 'Th fnove.\°. luccours rom t e . ntl natIon. e court a 

I London did not pretend to controvert the juftice 

of the Hanoverian plea: they did not demur at 
their demand. But it was necdfary, and it employed 
our councils for fame time, fo to aid, fupport and 
deliver Hanover in its prefent diftrefs, as not to 
difable Great Britain from purfuing her own na
tional intereft, and from preferving that power, 

without which not only her allies, but herfelf 

VOL. II. E e muft 
20 
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muO: become a prey to the ambition of France' 
It was therefore firO: tried what might; be effeCl:ed 
by pacific meafures. The court of London pro- ' 
pofedto extend the convention of Stade or Clofrer
Seven to' a general armiftice, and to found thereon' 
a negociation for a general peace. But this could' 
not be brought about;' The French had gOt' pof- ; 
fion, and they were: de'termined to keep the fa
vourite of his Britannic Majefty in han,d,:to more, 
advantage; while the fuccefs of their ar'ms in 
North America promifed them more adequate con
ditions from the contimiation' of the war, than 
could be expected by a precipitate peace. The, 
next recourfe was to arms. In which the Han-' 
overians were juftified by the breach of the con
vention, in fo many pa-rticulars, by the French!, 
and the Britifh nation was obliged to fuccour them 
upon the faith of treaties, and a principle of gra
titude for the [ufferings they bore on the account 
of their connection \vith Great Britain: a connec
tion not of 'their own 'reeking; but folJicited and 
made by BritiOl councils. (See page 432.) 

From thefe confiderations it was refolved, That 
the Hanoverian army, who had been denied the 
ftipulations, which they' had a right to claim un
der the convention of Clofter-Seven, fhould hold 
tl;emfelves releafed Jr~m all obligation, on their 
part; according to the ~xample fhewn them by th.e 
French; and fhould immediately affembr~, refume 
their arms, and frand in the defence of their country 
againfl: all invaders. Ana it was' farther refolved~ 
to put in motion, maintain and keep together the 

army 
4 





His Serene Higbnefs FERDJNAND 
Duke ofJh'·unfwick andLunenburgb.. 
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army of obfervation, and to recommend a vi- A. D. 

gorous execution of this meafure to the enfuing 1757· 

parliament. . 
His Britannic Majefty immediately nominated P.rince~er_ 
d . d P' F d' d f B r.' k dlOand m-an appomte nnce er man 0 rUnlWIC, veiled with 

(brother to the Duke of Brunfwick, and well re~ the chief
d comman • 

commended for his military fkill by the King of 
Pruffia) commander in chief of this army, in the 
place and ftead of his. Royal Highnefs·the Duke 
of Cumberland, who declined a command, in 
which he had not met with that fatisfaction, 
which is expected by an active, vigorous and vi
gilant commander; nor with a reception due co 
his abilities, and weB-meaning endeavours. A 
circumftance regretted by all the fenfible part of 
the nation, who have always found him a fteady 
and uncorrupted friend to the intereft of England, 
poffeffed of the entire affection of the troops, and 
known to have been a brave officer. 

This promotion was followed with a declara
tion of his Majefry's motives for breaking the con
vention of Clo!ter-Seven on his part, as Elector of 
Hanover. In which was fet forth the naked faas 
in the following words and order. 

I N September 1757, a convention was agreed ~~Britan~ 
upon between the Duke of Cumberland and ty's ~~~i

the Mariha] Duke de Richelieu; bllt France was btives ~or 
reakmg 

no fooner informed of it, than ihe plainly mani- the con-

fefted, chat ilie would not acknowledge che va- VentlOn. 

lidity of the faid convention, but, on condition 
that the Hanoverian troops iliould engage not to 

E e 2 ferve 
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ferYe during the preCent war againft France and 
her allies. And {be ·alfo in,fined on difarming the 
auxiliary troops, upon returning into their own. 
country. 

The Duke of Cumberland, who had, on his 
part, fulfilled all the conditions of the convention, 
and cauied part of the troops, deftined on their 
return for the country of Lawenbourg, to begin 
their tnarch, could not confider this new demand 
otherwife than as a manifeft breach of the con
vention; the Madhal Duke de Richelieu 'having 
engaged not only to let the auxiliary troops de
part ffeely, but tht convention alfo fetting forth 
in exprefs terms, that they fhould not be re
garded as prifoners of war, under which quality 
alone the condition of laying down their arms 
cDuld take place. Upon this, his Royal High
nefs fent orders to the faid troops to halt. 

To reconcile this difference, expedients were 
propafed, which left no fhadow of pretext to the 
oppoftte" party. But aU in vain. The troops7 
pent up in a narrow diftricr, were expofed to the 
rigour ·of the feafon, a.nd cut off from all ne
ceifaries and conveniences of every kind. 

The Fren,ch at preCent pretend to treat the con
vention as a mete military fcheme; anQ indeed it: 
was at tirft· nothing more: 'but on accQuht of the 
above declaration of th~ (;ourt of France, which· 
exprefsly fufpended its validity, and..·il'l .wnfe
quence of the negociation for difarming the aux
iliaries, to which the French general would give 
no anfwc;r ~ategorically, without waiting for in-

ftrutlions 
2 
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firutl:ions from VerfailIes, the nature of that act: 
was totally changed ~ and that which was then 
an act between general and general, is now be
come a court affair. 

Hard as the conditions of the convention were, 
for the troops of his Britannic Majefiy, Elector 
of Hanover, the King would have acquiefced in 
them, if the French had not difcovered their de
fign of totally ruining his army and his domi
nions; and, by the mofi evident infraCl:ions and 
outrageous conduCt, Ihave fet the King free from 
every obligation, under which he was laid by the 
convention. 

The great end of the conventional act (and 
end in it[elf of the very nature and effeoce of a 
provifiollal armifiice) wa~ to enter directly on ne
gociations of peace, in order ,to prevent the total 

ruin of the EleB:or<lte of Brunfwic-Lunenbourg, 
and to procure an accommodation for his Majefiy's 
allies. But the COurlt of Fr,ance has not only de
clare_d, time after time, that ihe would not lend a 
hand towards a definitive pacification with his 
Majefiy, in quality of Elector, but has ihewn 
plainly, by her continual violences, exceffes, and 
infupportable exaCl:ions, fince the figning the con
vention, that. her refolution is, abfolutely to de
thoy the King's Eletl:oral eftates, as well as thof!! 

of his allies. 
In the midf\: ofa truce, the moft open hoftili·· 

ties have been committed. The cafile of Schartz
fds has been forcibly feized, and the. garrifon 
made priionersof war. The prifoners m.ade bv 

E e 3 t l
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the French befor~ the convention have not been 
reUored, though this was a point exprefsly Uipu-

.Iated between the delegated generals, and was ex. 
aCUy fatisfied on our part, by the immediate re
leafe of the French prifoners. The bailiffs of the 
referved diftriCts, in to which the French troops 
were on no pretence to enter, have been fum
moned, under pain of military execution~ to ap
pear before the French commitrary, with defign 
of compelling them to deliver the domainal re
ceipts of the public revenue, of which they are 
the adminiftrators. They have appropriated to 
themfelves part of thofe magazines, which by ex
prefs agreement were to remain with the, Electoral 

troops; and they fiill go on with feizing the 
houfes, revenues, and corn belonging-to his Ma
jefty in the city of Bremen, in fpight of the re
ciprocal engagement, whereby they are held to 
regard that city as a place abfolutely free and 
neutral. And, laftly, they have proceeded to me
naces, unheard of among a civilized people, of 
burning, facking and deftroying all before them 
without remorfe. 

All thefe violent and unjuft proceedings are in
conteft:ible proofs, that the French will not admit 
tbe convention as obligatory, any f<lither than as it 
may prove ruinous to his Britannic MajeUy: They 
deny that they are tied down to any thing, and 
atrert a power of aCting at will. To fo infup .. 
portable a degree of infolence have they carried 
matters, that the King holds himfelf not onlvat 
liberty, but e~en neceffitated, without further're-

gare! 
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gard to the convention, fo often and fo openly 
violated by the French, to have recourfe to arms, as 
the means, whi-ch the Almighty has put into his 
hands, for delivering his faithful fubjects and allies 
Jromthe opprellions, with which they groan. 

As his Majefty has never thought of arming 
offenfively againft any power whatever, but folely 
with a view of defending himfe1f and his allies, 
he repofes his confidence in God, and hopes for 
his benediction on the juftice of his enter prizes. 

As foon as it was confirmed that the Hanove
rians were in motion, and repairing to the com
mand of Prince Ferdinand, M. Duke de Riche

lieu wrote him this letter, as commander in chief 
of the Hanoverian army. 

SIR, 

439 
A.D. 
l7 $7' 

A LTHOUGH for fome days paft I have per- DLlke de 

ceived the Hanoverian troops in motion in Richc!ieu's , letter to 
prder to form themfelves into a body, I could P.rinceFer. 

" I b" n. fir. dll1and. not imagme t 1e 0 ~el.L 0 t 1efe movements was 
to break .the convention of neutrality, figned the 
8th and loth of September, between his Royal 
Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland and me. The 
good faith, which I naturally fuppofed on the 
part of the King of England Elector of Hano-
ver, and of his fon, who figned the faid conven-

tion, blinded me fo far as to make me believe 
that the aifernbling of thefe troops had 00 other 
ddign than. to go into the winter-quarters that 

had been afIigned them. The repeated advices, 
vEe 4 which 

r" 
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which C!me to me from every quarter, of the bad 
intention~ of the Hanoverian!!, at length opened 
my eyes; and, at prefent, o~ may fee very clearly 
that chere is a plan formed to break the articles eyf 

a convention, which ought to be facred and 'in
violable.-The King my mafter having been in
formed of thefe dangerous movements, and of 
the infidelity of the Hanoverians, is fiill willing 
to giv'c fteib proofs of his moderation, and of his 
defire to fpare the effufion of human blood. It is 
with this view that I have the honour to declare 
to your Serene Highnefs, in the name of his moil: 
Chriftiari Majefty, that I perfift in my refolution 
of fulfilling exactly all the points of the conven~ 
tion, provided the Hanoverian army, on its part, 
does the fame: but I cannot conceal from your 
Serene Highnefs, that, if, contrary to all expeCta
tion, it fuould take any equivocal fiep, and frill 
more, if it fuould commit any act of hollility, I 
fhall then pufh matters to the 1aft extremity, look· 
ing upon myfelf as ~uthorifed fo to do by the laws 
of war';' I 1hall fet fire to all the palaces, royal 
houfes, and gardens; I 1hall fack all the'towns 
and vmages, without fparing the fmalleft cabin; 
in .filOft, this country fuall feel al1 the horrors of 
war. I advife your Serene Highnefs to refleB: on 
all this, and not to lay me under the necemty of 
taking fteps fo contrary to the natural humanity 
of the French nation, and alfo to my perfonal 
c;baracter. ' . 

R'icHELIEV'; 

p. s. 
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P. S. M. Le Comte de Lynar, ambaffador of A. D. 

the King of Denmark, who was mediator for the
l
?S7' 

convention~ has been fo kind as to take upon him 
to fay every thing in his power to your Serene 
Highnefs, in order to prevent the fatal confequences 
with which this country is threatned. 

To this letter the Hanoverian general returned Prince Fer-

I . d '-I r. b . dinand's a very acomc an relO ute anlwer, ecommg a an[wer. 

good general and a juft cau[e; importing that he 
was determined to abide by the confeql1ences, and 
would decide the difputes, which had been unjuftly 
frarted by the French, in perron at the head of 
his army u. 

Matters began to ripen apace for action, not- Bot!l ar

withfranding the advanced fea[on. Both armies :~~esfi:;ie 
re-enter the field. The Hanoverians, fpirited 
up with refentment for the bafe ufage they had 
received, were eager for an opportunity to wipe 
off the difgrace of their fummer's campaign, and 
to deliver their country from the unheard· of op~ 
premons and cruelties exercifed by their·French 
invaders. . They rende[voL1zed at Stade: and 
Prince .Ferdinand marched with all expedition to 
feek the enemy, and to drive them out of tbe 

u Prince Ferdinand of -Brunf~vick ifi"ued the followicg or
ders, .. All officers, magifo..rates, and other regents of his 
I, Britannic Majefiy's German dominions, are enjoined. by 
fI thefe pre[ents, not to execute any orders from the generality 
.. or intendency of the French; but to fend them to me im~ 
ff mediately, and to [ecure the bearers as fpies, that they may 

~~ be treated in a manner fuitable to their demerits." 

FtRDIN<Al·,'V, 

EleCtora te, 
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A. D. Electorate-;-They prefently came to blows. On~ 
1757' divifion- -under Genera.-l _Count ~hll1ylenburg:,· 

came -up- wi'th 2000 of the enemy's rear at -Eb· 
Hofiilities -ftorff, as they were marching -.to Zell,aad de
commellce. feated them entirely, General Zaftrow, with an

othe~ divifiol}~ _ defeated another-cQnfid~rilbl~ body 
of the French, near the Aller. Thefe fkirmifhes 
and advantages animated t~e Hanoveriim army, 
already fpirited up with revenge, and frruck fuch 
a panic lnto the enemy, that they met with hut 

Harbonrg fmall refifrance. Harbourg, at firfr fetting out, 
befieged. gave them the moil: trouble, by the obfrinacy of 

the French commancier, who retired into the caftle, 
and would not furrender by capitulation, till all the 
fortifications were demolilhed. This delayed the 
march of the Hanoverians, and gave the French 
time to collect their difrant parties. 

The M. Duke -de Richelieu retired to Zellwith as 
French ar- h ... b t: h H . -
Jlly re- muc preCIpitatIOn elore t e anovenan army, 
treats. as the Hanoverian army, in the [ummer, had re-

f tired before the French to Stade; and left in that 
city a moil: horrid example of the reality' of his 
barbarous intentions threatned in his letter to Prince 

'~hejr eru- Ferdinand. Here it was thpught M. Richelieu 
-c.ty at 
Zell. had refolved to make a frand. Here he- called in 

his ~dvanced parties, abandoned feveral maga~ines, 
burnt and deftroyed the farm.houfes_ and fheep-. 
walks belonging to his Britannic Majefry~ in defiance 
of the reprefentations made on that head by Prince 
Ferdinand. And h~gave [0 gn~ata fway ~~ hi$, 
pamon, that, after unmanning himfelf,~nq de.
livering up the city to be plundered by his troops, 

againft 
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againft all the rules of war, he ordered the fuburbs A. D. 

n d r. h 1757· to be burnt to a les, an not to Jpare t e orphan. 
houfe of helplefs children, who perifhed in the 
fire; the inhuman French marfual glutting his 
eyes, like another Nero, with a city in flames. Retire into 

Within this ruined city Richelieu entrenched his ~~~:'~:15. 
army; anal by their natural fituation and weight 
of artillerY1 they guarded the river fo effeCh~alJy, 
that Prince Ferdinand could not pafs the Aller. . 
The feverity of the feafon, which fet in with 
hard weather, forced him to retreat to Ultzen and 
Lunenburg for quarters, and to leave the French 
in po{feffion of Hanover, in w hofe capital M. Duke 
de Richelieu fixed his head quarteni; though 
there continued to be frequent fkirmifhes with va-
rious fuccefs between the out parties. 

Before M. Duke de Richelieu left Zell, he pub
lifhed th~ following ordinance for collecting the 
public revenues of the Electorate of Hanover. 

Lewis Fra. Armand du PlefJis, D. de Riche/iett, Ge
neral of the French army in German),. 

THE breaking of the capitulation of Clofter- Ordin~" "C 
Seven, in fpite of the moft [olemn treaty, ~~ec~~~~~ 

and the word of honour given by the generals, nues. 

renders void the treaty made with the country Of 
Hanover, when the King's army entered it; and 
this infraction of good faith requires the greateft 
rigour toward the Hanoverian army, now aCl:ually 

in hoftilities. ' 

Where-
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Wherelore we order, that a]) the goods, and 
all other effects of \vhat nature foever, !'elonging 
to aU the officers -or others actually witn the faid 
Hanoverian army, be confifcated'to the Kihg's 
ufe, and that the adminiftrator in general of the 
conquered countries take poIfeffion thereof, in 
order' to' collea the revenues ariIing therefrom, 
·which are to be added to the contributions; and 
·to make ufe of them in the moO: advantageous, 
manner fol' his Majefty, in whatever places of the 
.conquered cQuntries they may be fituated. I . 

We ffrictly require Monf. Ie Duc de Randan, 
commander· in the country of Hanover, and all 
ether commanders, to enforce the execution of 
thefe prefents, and to fupport the fame as far as 
it may concern them., ' 

Done at Zell, December 2'2, 1757. 
(Signed) The 'Madhal Due de Ricnelieu. 
And underneath Le LtlTeZ. 

After fuch notorious pfdofs of French perfidy as 
are here laid before the public, it is aftonifhing to 
hear there tyrants and murderers of mankind com
plain of the Pruffians .;tppr.opriating to themfelves, 
without '~ny declar~tion of war, without either 
reaion, or. jufiice, .the revenues of ~he duchy of 
Mecklenburg, wh~re,>fovereign had actually en~ 

tered into a tre~y to jp~n his forces w.ith ~heirs, and 
had marche,I to th~ atffifian.ce of :th~ Swe.des, whp 
were at th;u,time engfl'ged ·in the conql.leftof Pruffian 
Pomerania. Yet fuch is their way of reafoning, 
thaF it is lawful for them to invade, upon the 

. , mott 



THE L ATE WAR. 445 
moO: frivolous pretences, countries in peace with A. D. 

all the world; but other Princes muO: make no 1757' 

attack upon their known enemies, tit! the mortal 
blow has been ftruck; by which they are deprived 
of the power to make reprifals. The city of 
Mecklin has undoubtedly been feverely dealt with, 
the Duke driven from his palace, and the whole 
oountry ravaged. And the calamities of the Elec-
torate of Saxony are not to be expreffed: fathers; 
murdered for concealing their fugitive tOns; mer-
chants plundered for not producing greater fumg 
of money than they are worth; the real and per4 
fonal eft aces of deferrers, of whatever quality, 
confifcated; and the caftles and palaces of the an-
tient nobility plundered and levelled with the 
ground; their plantations razed, and their gardens 
and pleafure-houfes defaced and trodden under 
foot by horfes. Thefe are the mildeft calamitie!l 
that the poor inhabitants fuffer, in the countries 
in fubjeClion to the conquerors in the pre-
fent war. Where the French, the Auftrians, or 
the Ruffians have gained the afcendancy, the 
moft horrible barbarities are and have been com

mitted. 
Some people fay, that the convention of Clofter

Seven furnifhed a fine opportunity for breaking 
the chain, which bound Great Britain to a con
tinental war, and they, with the fame iJreath, 
blame the miniftry for cQnfenting to the Hano
verians refumrng their arms. Bm thofe people 
fhould know, That it was not in the miniftry's 
power to hinder the Hanoverians refuming their 

arms, 
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'" 
A. D. arms, his- Majefty, as Eletl:or of Hanover, was-
1757. not obliged to aCt by'conCent of a Britifh privy

council, relative to the affairs of Hanover: Jhey 
had':no authority over ,his detl:oral, fubjects: he is 
a father to them. as well as to us : and he, in that 
capacity, is without contr<?ul. So that,' if he chofe 
to order his ,Hanoverian fu bjetl:s to take up arms,. 
'twas~ not in the power- of a' Britilh .' rniniftry tG 

prevent .it. ' But the faa: is this., The Eoglilh 
approved. of the meafure: they humanely conii·' 
dere.d the Hanoverians, a~ fufferers on their account: 
the French had entered the Electorate merel), be-' 
caufe of the war with England, and everyone 
pitied the unhappy calamity, which fell in a par
ticular manner heavy on them, who .were innocent 
fufferers .in another's caufe, and who had given no 
room for offence. The people of England, with 
a fpirit of true benevolence, difpaffionately re
Betl:ed on the whole flate and hardfhip of their un
happy condition, and on the caufe, which brought 
upon them the worft of allmiferie.s, that of their 
country being made the fcene of war; and wer<; as 
much rejoiced at the Hanove~ians refuming their· 
arms, as the Hanoverians could be themfelves; 
infomuch that the parliament voted 100,0001. 

for their immediate [upport. 
Affairs of His Pr.uffian Majefty being made eafy, on the 
Pnlffia. part of Hanover ; which found fufficient employ. 

ment for the French grand army, ready on the 
firft oecaGon to pour down their whole force upon' 
him, he had only the Imperialifts and Auftr-ians 
to guard againft. _ )'.'\)1 •• 

Various 
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Various ikirmifhes, and fome difadvantageotfs A. D 

actions, had followed his 10fs at Kolin. Gabel, IH7· 
• . r. d 11 'I. d' . h f, Gabel Cur-an l~portant paiS, an we garrlione wit our priCed, 

battalions, under the command of Major-General 
Putkammer, fituate between Boeniili Leypa and 
Zittau, was furprifed and take~ by a 1hong detach-
ment under the command of the Duke d' Arem-
berg and M. Macguire w. It was with fome 
difficulty that Prince Henry, the King's brother, 
ordered with a detachment to watch their mo-
tions, efcaped their fuperior force', which was 
afterwards vented with circumftances of moft 
horrid' cruelty againft Zittau, a trading town in Zittau 

Upper Saxony, garrifoned by fix battalions. Here·burnt• 

were feveral large magazines alfo. They, de
termined to carry this place, before the King of 
Pruffia could march to its relief, attacketl it with 
uncommon fury. They began to bombard and 
canlJ,onade it on the 23d of July, without any re-
gard to the Saxon inhabitants; and it continued Garrifon 

with [uch rage, that all the garrifon, except about efcape. 

300 under Colonel Diricke, judged it moft proper 
[0 retreat, with as much of the magazines, as they 
could carry off. Colonel Diricke had orders to 
~aintain that poft as long as poffible. Which 
he would not give up till the whole place was de
ftroyed. The cannonading began at eleven o'clock 
at noon, and continued no longer than till five in 
the evening. But fuch was the quantity and kind 

'II On the 18th of June '757, 
x See page 258, Vol. II. 

of 
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A. D. 0' thofe inftruments of death and defttuction, that 
1757· fix hundred houfes and upwards, almoft all the 

Td hfte g~:at public buildings, the Cathedrals of St. John and 
e ru~uon 

made. St. James, the orphan-houfe, . eightparfonage-
houf~s, eight fchool~, the town-houfe,' the public 
weigh-houfe, the prifon, were fet on nre or beaten 
down by 4000 balls, many of them red hot, which 
fec fire to thCi: houfes in feveral places; in which 
conflagration were con(umed, the records in the 
town-houfe, the archives and all other documents 
of the town council,. the piCl:ures, ftatues, plate 
and other things of value, prefented ·to the town 
by Emperors, &c.And what was moftdeplorable, 
upwards of 400 citizens were killed. What efcaped 
the flames was plundered· and carried off by the 
Auftrians, Pandours, and- Sclavonians, as foon as 
they could force their way into the town, during 
the confufion of the conflagration. For, in .. 
fiead of .affifting the inhabitants to extinguifu the 
fire, they fell to plunder what was to he found, 
making no cliftinCl:ion between Pruffiao!f and thtl 
inhabitants of Zittau; though this town belonged 
to the King of Poland, tbeir friend and ally. 

M. Keith Marfhal Keith was now ordered to quit ,the; 
harralfed. mountains of -Bohemia, and to join the Kingts 

army: In his match his tear was much harraffed 
hy the enemy's irregulars, who carried off fome 

J0ins ~he of his baggage and provifions. ' He met .the 
King's aJ'- King's army between Bautzen and Gorlitz! and 
my. the united force of thefe armies amounted to 

60,000 men, betides twelve battalions and ten 
fqlladrons, which were ftationed' at Pim~ under 

the 
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the Prince of Anhault Ddfau, to pre,vent any fur.. A. D. 

prife upon Drefden, to fecure the paires of the 1757· 

mountains, and to check the incurfions of the 
Auftrian irregulars: with whom there happened Daily ikir. 

daily fkirmifhes with various fuccefs. But thefemiihes. 

aCl:ions did not weaken the Pruffian armies fo 
much, as defertion; a misfortune that will happen 
to every Prince, whofe army is compofed of fo

reigners, who only ferve for pay, without any 
regard for the intereft of the king or country, in 
whofe callie they are enlifted. 

A large body of Auftrians entered Silefia, and 
penetrated as far as Brefiau; but were not in a 
c?ndition to befiege it, in fight of the Prince of 
Bevern's army, encamped near that city. FromSchweid, 
whence they turned to Schweidnitz, an important~!~ed~c
fortrefs, and the key of that duchy, which was 
the caufe of the war. They befieged this fortrefs 
in form Y; which took them up to the 12 th of 
November; when a garrifon of 4000 fllrrendered 

themfelves prifoners of war. 

While the Auftrians were thus employed, his !lis Pruf

Pruffian Majeuy endeavoured to draw their grand ~~1 ,Mda~ 
•. • Jell)' S l!-

army Into [uch nrcumftances, as mlght enable politions tQ 

. . F h' attad, the 
hm1 to fight them WIth advantage. or ,t IS pur- enemy. 
pofe he quitted his camp at Bautzen, and took 
the rout of Gorlitz; and after feveral other mo
tions, he took poft at Budin on the 15th of 
Auguft. Here, being rightly informed of the 
defigns of the Imperial army, in conjunCl:ion 

y Opened the trenches on the 27th of OCtober~ 
VOL. II. Ff wi~h 

20 
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A. D. with the French under the Prince de Soubife, 
1757· againft Saxony, he faw it was neceffary to accele

rate his own motions, and to force the Auftrians to 
a battle, if poffible, before the Imperial army, 
which was advancing very faft, could arrive at 
the place of their deftination. But all his an and 

Dares the nratagem could not bring it to bear. He drew up 
!ub~~it~~.s his army in fight of the Aunrians, to .bid them 

defiance. He even detached 16000 men; under 
General Winterfeldt, on the other fide the Niefe, 
to take them in flank. As this would not do, ~o 

Marches time was to be Ion. H~ refolves to meet the Im-
againfrfthhe perialifts, and to bring them to an engagement; 
armyo t e ~ 

Empire. leaving 30,000 men near Gorlitz under the Prince 

General 
Winter
feld at
tacked. 

'of Bevern, Prince Ferdinand and General Win
terfeldt, to obferve the motions of the Auftrian 
army; who immediately came out of their camp, 
when it was known, that his Pruman Majefty 
had left it; and 5000 of them attacked two bat~ 
talions in General Winterfeldt's divifion, which 
they cut to pieces. But what was accounted the 
greateft misfortune on this occafion was the lors 
of the general himfelf, who received a wound of 
which he afterwards died. 

His MajeUy being informed that the army of 
the empire, and the forces of the Prince de Sou
bife were affembled at Erfurth, with a view to 
penetrate into Saxony, to make themfdves mail:el's 
of the Elbe, he ordered part of his army to march 
to Naumbourg. The light-horfe, in their march, 
had a fkirmifh with the enemy, greatly to the ad
vantage of the Pruffians. The army paired the 

Sala 
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Sala at Naumbourg, and proceeded to Buttelfiedt. A. D. 

Here he received advice of the convention being 1757· 

figned at Clofter-Seven; and of the invalion of 
Halberftadt by the Duke de Richelieu; againfr 
whom he detached Prince Ferdinand of Brunrwick; Prince Fer 

who fcoured the country and beat up the qllarters djn~n~ fehll 
agalOll t 

of the French at Egelen, and made twenty Duke de 

ffi d fi h d d fc ld
' . r Rlchelleu, 

o cers an our un re 0 lers prlloners: but 
when the grand army of France advanced againfr 
him, he took up fuch quarters at Wanfleben, 
that he could hinder their receiving provifions. 

The King having colleCted his forces, advanced KinO" of 

to Erfurth. On which the Imperialins retired. Pruflia at 
, Erfurlh. 

and were driven as far as the hills of Eifenach. 
Nothing more could be donerat this time, except 
ftretching an advanced poft of huifars and dra
go~ns, as far as Gotha, which maintained its 
ground againft a large body, under Prince Hild~ 
bourghaufen, fent to diflodge it. 

In this fituation the armies remained till about General 

the laft week in OCtober, when a body of Hlln- Haddick 
• . . penetrates 

garlans penetrated through Lufatla Into Branden- to Berlino 

bourg, under General Haddick, up to the gates 
of Berlin; which city he laid under contribution: 
a pare of which was faved by the feafonable ap-
proach of the Prince of Anhault Deifau. In the 
mean time the other part of the army retired to 
Leipfick, under General Keith. The time was 
now haftening forward for aCtion. The Impe- The Im

rialifts thOLlaht it moll adv jfeable and fafe, to feize pe~iallins 
o lelO ve to 

the prefent opportunity, when the PIuman forces attack Gf 

were rhus divided and feperated at fuch a diftance. ~~i~~. 
F f 2 Therefore 
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Therefore they advanced by cantonments through 
N aumbourg, Zeets and Weiffenfets, imagining 
that they could make ·themfe1ves mafters of the 
courfe of the Sala, of Leipfic and of the Pruffian 
magazines at Torgau. 

Upon this advice, and that the Prince of Saxe
Hilburghaufen and the Prince of Soubife were in 
full march, to attack M. Keith, the King ordered 
his army to affemble at Leipfic. Wj1ich was per
formed with fuch expedition, that the troops from 
Lufatia, and from the county of Magdebourg, 
arrived on the 26th of OEtober. Every neceffary 
difpofition was made to give the enemy battle. 
But they were ftill bafhful; though the plains of 
Lutzen afforded a cf110ft fpacious field of battle. 
On the 30th the King advanced nearer,and on 
the 31ft he drew up his army to fall upon the ene

Five hun-my in their quarters; and made 500 prifoners in 
~~~rti- paffing through Weiffenfels and Merfeburg; but 

could reach no further than Lutzen. Next day, 

Three 
1111 "dred 
prifoners. 

upon advice that the enemy were retiring on aU 
fides, the King marched with the vanguard to 
WeiffenfeIs, and attacked that city with fuch vi
gour, that the Bavarian troops, and the troops of 
the circles, were forced to abandon the poft, and 
to retreat, having loft 300 men, who were made 
prifoners. The enemy, _ to .cover their retreat, 
burnt the bridge z on the Sala; and the pofition of 
the Imperialifts on the oppofite fide of that river, 
facing Weiffenfels, behind enclofures of vineyards 

Z Which had coil: above 10P,000 crowns building. 

and 
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and in huts, to prevent the repairs of the bridge, A. D. 

indicated their intention to difpute the pail age of 1757· 

the Sal a with the Pruffians. M. Keith, who had 

advanced with the main body of the army to 

Merfebourg, where fourteen French battalions were 

pofted, found the bridge at that place burn t ; 
and continuing his march to Hall, he found that 
the fame precaution had been taken by another de
tachrrent of French troops at that bridge. But 
M. Keith prefently repaired it, and forced the enemy D . rIven 

to evacuate all the pofts they had on that river, fro?1 all 

d . M' hI· . theIr pail:! 
an retire to IC e es. Bemg now In poildIion on the 

of Hall, Merfebourg, and vVeiffenfels, and their Elbe. 

bridges repaired, the whole Pruffian army croiled 
the river Sala, in three columns; and they joined 
the fame day at the village of Ro{bach, facing the 
enemy's camp. . 

The King went immediately to reconnoitre the King of 

enemy's fituation and ftrength; and finding that Pruffia 
pI epares t( 

it might be attacked on the right, he propofed to attackthei 

do it next day. But though every difpofition was camp. 

made to carry this refolution into execution; and 
the cavalry was put in motion in the van, it was 
countermanded; becauk, upon arriving at the 
eminences, from whence the enemy had been re
connoitred the day before, it was found, that they 
had chanaed the pofition of their camp. It now '( Ii 

b 1 S Ituap 

not only faced the Pruffian army, but it was co- tion and 

I . h fl:l"englil. 
vered in front by a large hollow way. ts rIg t 
was upon an eminence il1 a wood, forti fled with 

~hree redoubts, befides barricades of trees. Which 
made It unadvifeable to proceed to the intended 
.. F f 3 attac~ 
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A. D, attack. Therefore the infantry encamped, and 
1757, the cavalry did fo likewife a. As the reafons were 

Theattatk k I' 1: h' {i dd l' ' dropt. not nown to t le enemy lor t IS u' en a teratlOn 
in the motions of the Pruffian army, they, perhaps, 
attributed their re~encampmerit to it diffidence in 
their own ftrength, and upon this prefumption, 
detached feveral patties to harrafs them, in cafe of 
a I'etreat. 

Encourag- This procraftination of the Pruffian army, wnich 
eJ the Im- 'II h d' h ft fi f " perialifts to tl now, a given t e greate 19ns 0 an m-
forccbhim

l 
tention to force the Imperialifts to an aCtion, ope~ 

to a att e. ' 
rated fo effectually on the enemy, that it brought 
them to a refolution b r.ot only to wait for them, to 

which 

a With the lors of nine men killed by the enemy's cannon, 
\V h1ch did no other execution, though continued the whole 
tilay. 

b It is hardly pollible to account for the conduB: of the Im
perialifts and French, retreating fo ofren before an e'nemy fo 
much inferior to them in numbers; and whom, it was com
Jllonly thought they were fent to cruih, in plufuance of the 
ban of the Empire. But the following letter from an officer 
of the combined army, dated Nov. IZ, willnelp to fet us 

right as to the intentions of tbe officers in the Imperial army. 
and give light infome other particulars relative to the enfuing 
battle.--" The Prince de Soubife· having receive~ orders 
from his court, not to lead the army of his moll: Chriftian 
Majelly beyond the Sala, but at the fame time not to omit any 
occafion that might offer of fighting the King of Pruffia on 
this fide that river, it was judged proper, that the combined 
army Ihould provide themfelves with a good c~mp. and there 
refolutely wait for the enemy. 1/1 confequence of which re
lohition, they oCl:upied that of Micheles, the zd of Nov. 
where they were poned fo as to have a wood on' the right, 

\yher~in the 1 S qa~tallons of the troops Qf th~ Empire (the 

feil 
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which his Pruffian Majefty had fo long in vain 
attempted to provoke them; but to attack them 

III 

rellhaving been detached, by order of the Margrave of Baden
Durlach, along the Sala, for the [ecurity of the interior circles) 

had orders to continue and cover themfelves by felling trees, 
and this place was fortified belldes with fome redoubts, being 

the only one againll which the enemy could form its attack, 
and the intervals were guarded by feveral pieces of artillery. 
The Imperial cavalry and that of the Empire, occupied a very 
advantageous fpot near this wood, and extremely proper for 
their purpofe. The French troops, whofe left wing was de- . 

fended by an impraClicable ravin, joined them; befides all 

whieh there was a corps of referve, of eight battalions and 16 
fquadrons. of the [arne auxiliary'troops, to be employed as 
oeeallon might require. 

In this pollure nothing could be more defirable than to be 
attacked. On the 3d the enemy appeared, and reconnoitred 
the camp from the eminences, but difcovered no tokens or diC. 
polition to rifque an aCtion with the combined army fa advan
tageoul1y polled, but encamped near the village of Rofbach, 
where it wits equally inaccelIible both in front and flanks. 
This camp was on a ravin and a fmall eminence. A brook, 
no ways confiderable but for its fteep banks, perfeCtly covered 
either army from the other; and the troops pofted in the man
ner of an amphitheatre, formed two lines of infantry on the 
hanging of the hill, and the third of cavalry, in the plain be

hind the two former. 
It was three in the afternoon before they quitted their camp, 

and made a lbew of retreating to Merfebourg: but taking ad
vantage of an eminence, which intercepted them and their 
motions from Ollr view, they ranged their cavalry b~hind it. 
A perf on of credit and diftinCtion came in the interim, and 
affured the Duke of Saxe Hildbourghaufen, general of the 
combined army, that there was [caree a handful of the enemy 
behind the faid eminence. But bye and bye we faw them ad-

F f 4- vancing 
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A. D. in their- camp. For, on the 5th, about nine in the 
1757· morning, their infantry, which had drawn nearer, 

upon the riling grounds, towards the Pruffian 
camp, filed off to the right, and the whole army 
was pL1t in motion; a large body of cavalry at 

vancing on a full gallop towards our Hank. The Duke, how
ever, gained time fufficient for forming the two Imperial regi
ments of cavalry on the /irft line, and thofe of the Empire on 
the fecond, by difpoling the Hank in front. Himfelf in perfon 
led on the two former regiments to the charge, and attacked 
the enemy with fo much bravery, that we could fee the two 
parties, for a conliderable time, engaging hand in hand. At 
length the Imperial cavalry began to penetrate through them; 
but the enemy's cavalry. much [uperior in number to ours, 
found means to furround them; howev~r, they recovered their 
order, and, in conjunetion with the French cavalry, replllfed 
the enemy four times. The Marquis de Cafirees fignalized 
himfelf on this occalion, and received two wounds on the head 
from lI. fword. 

The Prince of Saxony, i~ the mean while, put himfelf at 
the head of the infantry, and the officers of the French army 
having proPofed to him to attack that of the enemy in co. 
lumns, with bayonets fixt. his Serene Highnefs exprefi'ed his 
fatisfaetioll at fo vigorous a refolution, and conducted in perfon 
the regiment of Piedmont within 30 or 40 paces of the enemy; 
but the terrible fire which they made at once of their artillery 
and mufquetry, obliged that brave regiment to retreat; and 
inflantly fuch an univerfal panic pOfi'effed all the troops, that 
it was impoffible to fiop one lingle battalion or [quadron. Our 
general in chief, as well as the P"rince de Soubife, the French 
commandant, tock all imaginable pains to rally the troops, 
but to no purpofe; they were all quite overwhelmed with 
terror. It wasth.erefore concluded, to contrive how to fecure 
a retreat. The night favouring us, the combined army pro
fited of that circumfiance, and retired to Frdbourg, and aflir
wards o"er the U ~rut." 
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the fame time marched towards the left, direCl:ing 
their march all along to the rifing grounds, with 
which the Pruffian camp, that lay in the bottom 
between the villages of Bederow and Rofbach, 
was furrounded, and within the reach of large 
cannon. A bout noon the head of the columns 
was perceived to rife upon the extremity of the 
left of the Pruffiim army. But it was two o'clock 
before any certain judgment could be formed of 
the intention of all thefe movements: when it 
being manifeft, that they by endeavouring to 

double the left of the Pruffians, and direCting 
their march towards Merfeburg, to cut off a re-
treat in cafe of a defeat, intended to attack the 
King's army, and that all their difpofitions were 
calculated with a profpeCl: to furround them, and 

457 
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to open the aCtion by an attack in the rear,; his 
Pruffian Majefl:y feized the critical moment, defied King of 

1 . h h . I' .., Pruffia t 1elr art, caug t t em In t 1elr own Imagmatlons, l1::mds his 

drew up his army in order of battle, and, by a half ground. 

turn to the left, marched parallel with the enemy. 
In this poution the King made the following 

fpeech to his army: - " My dear friends, the His fpeech 

" hour is now come, in which, all that is, and all ~ie~!~ fol
" that ought to be dear to us, depends upon the 
~, fwords, which are noW drawn for the battle; 
" time permits me to fay but little, nor is there 
" occafion to fay much. You know that there is 
~, no labour, no hunger nor cold, no watching, 
+, and no danger that I have not fbared with you 

~' hitherto; and you Jee me ready to lay down, ml"~ 
,. iIe 
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A. D. "life with you, and for you. All I afk is the 
1757· "fame pledge of fidelity and affection that I give; 

"and let me add, not as an incitement to your 
" courage, but as a teftimony of my Qwn grati
." tude, that, from this hour, till we go into quar
" ters, your pay iliall be double.--:-Acquit your
"felves like men, and put your confidence in 
"God."-The effect of this fpeech'was fuch, 
as can neither be defcribed nor conceived; the 

Its effeEl:. general emotion burft into an univerfal ihout, and 
the looks and demeanour of the men, were ani
mated to a degree little iliort of phrenfy; and of 
this difpofltion, the victory may perhaps be con
fidered as a natural effe6l:, notwithftanding the: 

'fuperiority of the enemy. 
Dilpolition His Majefty had determined to make the attack 
of his with one wing only ,and the difpo'fitiofl of the 
army. 

enemy made it neceifary that it fhould be the left 
wing. But the very inftant the battle was going 
to begin, his Majefty ordered the general, who 
commanded the right wing, to decline it; to take 
a proper poGtion in confequence thereof, andefpe
cialJy, to prevent their being furrounded. Never
thelefs, all the cavalry of the right wing, except 
two or three fquadrons, had already marched to 
the left, in full gallop; and formed, according' to 
their orders, over againft the enelTy. The Pruf
flans by thefe m0tions gained the riring grounds, 

The battle of which their cavalry made verYP'ood ufe. They 
begun. 0 

attacked the enemy's cavalry in flank. The 
charge was very fierce: and feveral regiments of 
the French came on with great refolution. But 

they 
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they were driven back after a few difcharges; and A. D. 

purfued with great fpirit for a conuderable time, 1757· 

till they found an opportunity of rallying upon 
an eminence; where they made a ftand, but were 
fo feverely handled by the viCtorious purfuers that 
they betook themfelves to flight in the greateft 
diforder, at about four in the afternoon. 

Whilft the cavalry performed wonders, the 
infantry opened themfelves. The enemy cannon
aded them brifkly during this interval, and did 
fame execution; but rrot with impunity, the 
Pruffian artillery returning the lofs with advantage. 
This prelude of, cannonade having continued 
without intermiffion for a quarter of an hour, the 
:fire of the infantry began with fuch activity that 
the enemy could not ftand it, nor re!lfl: the valour 
of the foot, who marched up gallantly to the 
enemy's batteries, and carried them with an uncom
mon bravery, one after another, till the enemy 
was forced to give way in great confufion. As 
the left wing advancf'd, the right changed its po
fition, and having foon met with a [mall rilIng 
ground, they availed themfelves of its firuatiofl. 
by planting it with 16 pieces of heavy cannon. 
From hence they were enabled to fire upon the 
enemy's right, which increafed their diforder, and 
exceffively galled their left wing in front. 

At five vicrory declared in favour of the Pruf- The Pmf';, 
. d Th fl d f1ans viao. Dans. The cannon ceate . e enemy e on rious. 

all fides. Only fix battalions of the Pruffian left The Impe-

d h r ' b' I rialifts fly. were engage. T e PUflUlt was eager: or l11g 1t 

'Qming on very faft favoured the runaways, and 
prevented 
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I prevented the conquerors reaping the fruits of their 
victory. So that, it may be faid, the night 
alone was the prefervation of that army, which 
was fo formidable in the morning of the fame 
day. They took the benefit of the darknefs to 
hurry forwards to freybourg, and there to pafs 
the Unftrut, which they effected next mormn~ 

after a whole night's march c. 

The 

• This narrative of the battle and viCtory at Ro{bach, has. 
never been contradiCl:ed; but may be explained in feveral par
ticulars by the following' account, given in a letter from an 
officer in the army of the em pire, preCent in this battle. 

At one in the morning of the goth paft, we left our quar
ters at Stoffen, and received orders to repair to Weiffenfelds: 
the regiment of Varell marched through the city, and over 
the bridge, and was can'toned at Petra; two regiments, viz. 
thofe of Naffau and Deux Ponts, and Rechman's of Bavaria, 
with two companies of French grenadiers remained at Weiffen
felds. 

On the 31ft, at five in the morning, the Pruilians came and 
attacked the city: upon this, the whole army was ordered to 
affemble; but Prince HiJdburghaufen's quarters being at half 
a league's diftance from the city, Prince George of d' Armftadt 
command~d in his abfence, and took every poilibJe method to 
make refiftance; but it was too late: they were obliged to re
tire, and that noble bridge, which had coft above IPO,OOO 

crowns, was burnt to fecure our retreat. The Pruilian artillery 
made a terrible fire, whilft the two regiments were pailing the 
bridge. The regiment of Deux Ponts loft four officers and 
100 private men, upon this occafion; the captains Munche
roJe and Dames, with two lieutenants were among the former. 
The lo[s of Rechman's regiment amounted to 200 men, of 
whom fix were officers. The whole army contipued before 
the town, and the Felt Marfhal in his quarters at Bugerau. 
In the ni&ht 300 qf the Wartzburtl Imperial regiment were 

deta~heil 
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The King fet out early on the 6th in the morn- A. D. 

ing, with all his cavalry, fupported by four bat- 1757· 

J
• Pu.rfued. 

ta IOns 

detached to the place where the bridge had been, in order to 

obferve the enemy. 

During the whole night, a noife was heard in the city, 0<:

cafioned by the ftrokes of mallets; but it was not difcovered 

till break of day, that two houfes had been turned into batte

ries. As they were not yet finifhed, we eafily difmounted 

them with our fix pieces of cannon, which were Cent thither; 
and killed them four {oldiers and one workman. 

The firft of Nov. the fire from the artillery continued on 
both fides till 10 o'clock, when we began to march towards 

Merfebourg; the baggage having gone before as far as Cam

burg, we were forced to lie on the ground without wood or 
thaw. In the mean while the French were reinforced by 20 bat
talions and 18 fquadrons, commanded by the Due de Broglio. 

The 3d of Nov. we put ourfelves in a pofture to wait the 
enemy; at one in the afternoon we retreated a league towards 
Freybourg, where we halted; at five we were drawn up in 
order of battle; and thus we advanced flowly, towards the 

enemy, all night. We were polled in a wood on the right, 

where we covered ourfelves by felling trees; and batteries were 
placed by the French on the two eminences at each end of the 
wood. On the 4th we were in prefence of the enemy, and 

cannonaded each other. The enemy's cavalry advanced, but 

were repalfed by ours, fuftained by the fire of oLlr artillery. 

The enemy's infantry then moved forwards in three columns, 

but were alfo repulred. On the 5th the cannonading began 

very early in the morning on both fides. The left wing of the 

enemy extended as far as Legen, and their right to Schorta; 

and our army was polled in the wood at Waneroda. At noon, 

our army, as well as the French, had orders to form the line 
of battle, and to march out of the entrenchments which we 

had mnde. We advanced towards the enemy, keeping a little, 

however, to the left. The enemy made a feint of retiri71g, 

on which we redoubled our pace, but we Coon found what kir.d 
of 
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A. D. talions of grenadiers, in purfuit of the fugitives; 
1757' with orders for his whole infantry to follow him 

in two columns. Bur, as faid above, the enemy 
had paired the Unfl:rut; and the Pruffians being 
obliged to repair the bridge at Freybourg, wQich 
the enemy had burnt, it was five in the evening 
before the cavalry could come up with the enemy, 
drawn up in an advantageous manner upon the 
hills of Eckerfberg, which obliged his Majefty t() 
wait the iffue of another day .. He cantoned his. 

of retreat they were making. In order to'deceive os the more: 
effeCl:ually, theY,had lent fome fquadrons towards Merfeburg; 
but the rell: or their army was drawn up behind an eminence. 
which concealed them from us. It mull: be confeIfed~ that we 
fell compleatly into the fnare. The nril: line of the Frencll 
and our cavalry continued advancing; when aIl.on a fudden 
our right wing received a terrible nre from the enemy. which 
we returned brifldy, but as we had been obliged to advance in 
fome hurry, our ranks were a little difordered, which made 
the enemy's fire fall the more heavily upon us. Our cavalry 
fled the lirll: upon full gallop, but our artillery [upported us 
fome time longer: at laft the French fled likewife; and beiD& 
then no longer able to refill the enemy, the rout became gene

ral. We have loft all our baggage and artillery, an'd at leall 
10,000 men. We marched the whole night, and palling the 
river Freyberg arrived at Eckerfberg at fix o'clock in the 
morning. At two o'clock in the afternoon the Felt Marlhal 
and rrince George joined us. They had hardly fet down to 
dinner, but we perceived the ene~y at our heels, who can .... 
monaded us brifldy; and as our army was not gor together, 
Jlothing w¥ left for us but to retreat. Having again marched: 
all night, we arrived at lall at Erfurth, where we now are in 
want of every thing, though we are rather better off than before. 
It is now eight days fince onr men have had bread; they have 
liveJ upon turnips and radilhe" whi,h they du£ out of the 
carili:. 

army 
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army in the nearen: villages; and the enemy hav- A. D. 

iog fled in the night, he contented himfelf with 1757· 

the fuccefs of his huffars, who took near 300 

baggage waggons with their contents; though 
there were fome of the irregulars, that puihed 
after them as far as Erfurth. 

This glorious victory, glorious both in the ac- Lors on 

tion and in its con[equences, was obtained with both fides. 

very inconfiderable lofs of the Pruffians, which 
did not exceed 300 men killed and wounded; 
amongft whom was Colonel Prignitz, killed; and 
Prince Henry, General Seidlitz, and General 
Meinecke, wounded nightly. But their enemy 
loft upwards of 3000 men killed upon the field 
of battle, and above 6000 made prifoners, 
amongft whom were eight French generals, be-
fides feveral German generals, and 250 officers 
of different ranks: 63 pieces of cannon, 15 ftand-
ards, two pair of kettle drums, and [even pair of 
colours, fell al[o into the hands of the Pruffians, 
at the fame time d. 

If we feriouf1y attend to the premi[es, and con- Remarks 

fider the ftrength of both armies, either in re- °In this bat
t e. 

gard to their fituation or numbers, it muft be ac-

d Some accounts raile the number of pri[oners to 10,000, 

and the pieces of cannon to 164; 300 waggon load of wound
ed French and Swi[s, were rent with the refl: of the pri[oners 

to Leip{lck. General Revel, brother to the Duke de Broglio, 
\lied of his wounds the day after the battle at Mer{eburg. 
N. B. It was [aid, that this egregious misfortune was owing 

to the injudicious difpoJitions of the tW? commanders; and 
in part to the difcontent amongfi the men, who were not only 

badly paid, but in great want of bread, &c. 
2 knowledged 
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knowledged that the battle was not to the-ftrong ~ 
but that the hand of heaven appeared vifibly in 
defence of Pruffia. The enemy boafred that they 
were 70,000 fhong. But admit that there were 
no more than 50,000 effeCtive combatants on the 
field of battle; it was a vaft fuperiority. For, 
after the King had left five battalions for the garri
fon of Leipfick, a battalion at Halle, another at 
Mer[eburg, and another at vVeiffenfelds; and had 
fiationed the regiment of \Vinterfield to cover the 
baggage during the batrle, his whole force fcarce
ly amounted to 18,000 effeCtive men: upon whom 
tbe whole weight of the aCtion fell • 

• 

END 0 F . THE SEC 0 N D VOL U ME, 
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