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E'Xtracls porn Re$omtion$ and 'Various pub
lica.tiorJ,.fJ in rela.tion to the rapidly 'rising 
CO,mmerce cif the West. 
"Looking ~t the St. Lawreuce,.-that river 

was not lnQ.de to accommo.date the cities and 
villages o.n its border, but the river is the mother 
which has p.roduced those cities and villages., 
-it has produced all the commerce which floats 
on its surfaCe,. the most powerfttl steam-boats 
that eveF were em.ployed.-Looking at. the W es~
ern, Lakes and at th.e fertile territory of which 
th.ey are the centre, we may s3!fely predict, that. 
these lakes are to become the scenes of a m.ight
ier inlanu, commerce than the world ever before 
witnessed."-. Lower Canada paper .. 

"That in. view of the unparaUeled increase 
in th,e populatiou, and prouuctiqns of tlae west~ 
ern states and territories, an.d pa,rticularly in 
view of th€ spirited and wisely di.recteu efforts, 
making in our sisteIi states * and the' Canadian 
pro¥il)ces, tQ draw the trade of the west.ern 
c(:l~ntry f.rom its accustomed route (the Erie 
Canal) to new channels. leading to the sea-po.rts: 
of ot.her stl;lt{1.S', it is- indispensably necessa-ry to; 
pr:-€N'ent l;l ~omp€tition with the c~nals and raiL~ 
wa~s of the- Cauadas,. Pennsylvama and Mary ... 
la.n-d, .. which would prove highly injurious to the: 
City 0-£ New Y ork."-New York paper. 

"It is truly said~ that from. the stupendous. in .. 
crease in the resouwes of the W es.t~rn States. 
other chann~ls of a more ample' and per-feet 
kind will be needed."- Ohio Sentinel . 
. . "Owi~g to the- rapid increase gf the w,esbN'O 
states in wealth, and; power, other channels of 
commerc~!mll.gt be.resortedto".~lndianJournali 

"P~nnsy:lvania; Maryland, Ohio, 
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h The truth is, we have not fully appreciated 
the future growth of the great interior of our 
country. On the west and north-west we have 
the valleys of the Mississippi and St. Lawrence, 
which are unriv~lled in extent and fertility of 
soil, offering all the inducements of a healthful 
and temperate climate, free government, and 
among the most valued privileges, no dominant 
church, nor exclusive claim to office or favor, 
by reason of a particular creed."-Ncw York 
paper. 
. "The combined cost of enlarging the Erie 
Canal and a Ship Canal from Oswego to Alba
ny, will not vary much from twenty millions of 
dollars."-Appeal to the Representative of New 
York. ' 

These are a few of the many extracts I might 
adduce in relation to the views universally held 
as to the importance of the commerce of the 
West. I have not set forth any extracts from the 
papers of Pennsylvania and Maryland, nor from 
those of Illinois and New Orleans, yet sufficient 
to rous,e all who are interested in the prosperi
ty of Canada and promotion of British interests 
to give immediate and serious consideratit)u to 
the subject. The two mighty rivers which em
brace and fertilize the territories to which I 
wisJI to draw attention, may be regarded as two 
great leading arteries sustaining and diffusing 
life and prosperity to and among all the lands 
adjoining the lakes, rivet's, and streams tributa
ry to the formation of those mighty absorbing 
arteries, But it is admitted tbat the St. Law
rence. from its more immediate connection with 
the great lakes, or, as they are called, inland 
seas, e~braces a more e~tended and extending 
populat~on, whose e~ergles have no example in 
former hmes, and whICh has been mainly promo
ted by the spirit of enterprise which has been 
called forth by the genius of that ~ruly great 



man, De Witt Clinton, a name now inscribed on 
not only the public works, but 011 the hearts of 
every patriotic citizen of the State of New 
York, whose comprehensive mind looked for
ward to the mighty resources of the West, and" 
with the improvement of his native State, infus
ed life, vigour, and a spirit of improvement to 
the surrounJing States. "" 

. The chief aim of all the public works of the 
State adverted to, has been, and is, to draw a 
portion of the ·commerce under review,-but 
where are they who but a few years ago had any 
conception of the rapid, I will add unparallel
ed growth of the western territory, including not 
only Michigan, the Wisconsin territory, and the 
valley of the upper Mississippi, but stretching 
to the north-west, where can calculation rest? as 
north of the 37th degree of latitude, and east of 
the Rocky Mountains, is a vast country capable 
of sustaining a population of fifty millions, and 
in less than 25 years will numbel' ten millions. 
Where are the limits to such commerce, which, 
like a tide that no human power can control, is 
now extending over regions hitherto not regard
ed as sou rees of profit for ages to come, and 
which trade may be mainly drawn through Can
ada and the St. Lawrence, the outlet design
ed by the Creator, but which the folly of man 
has and may retard, if not pervert. like many 
()ther natural blessings? 

I need not state to those who observe the en
ergetic efforts of the citizens of the United 
States. that if New York, Pennsylvania, or any of 
the other states of the Union, possessed even a 
portion of the natural advantages the Canadas en
joy, those vast projects in which they are sever

"ally engaged at such an immense expen~e would 
never have been entered on, all their efforts 
would be directed to draw the Atlantic near to 
the vast territory referred to; because, however 



6 

we may yaIlle a home market, the sea-board for 
all great operations must b.e looked to. Speak
ing of drawing the AtlantIc near to the Hocky 
Mountains may be deemed the language of fan
cy, but measures may be; adopted by which th08.e 
two points may be reached in as many hours. as 
days were required heretofore. Surely such 
may be regarded as drawing them nearer .. Two 
objects demand immediate attention so as to afo: 
ford facilities for the transport of passengers and 
light m~rchandize by way of Hamilton to the 
River St. Clair; the other for the transport of 
heavier merchandize and passengers from To
ronto to Lake Huron. These can be effected 
by rail-roads and the improvement of the natur
al channels of communication. I shall briefly 
shew the various routes in relation to t'he 
shores of Lakes Superior and Michigan: as to 
Lakes Erie, Huroll, and Outario, no question. 
can well arise about them, yet their relative 
connection with the Atlantic shaH be set forth 
and will be judged of fairly in the estimate of 
aU 'who may investigate the subject with their 
vision unf'iollded by private interests. 

Ijakp Ontario stands nearest the ocean in the 
most direct line from the "far west," whether 
proceeding to New York or Quebec. Nen." 
York stands in the most direct line from Lake 
Erie, yet the Erie Canal is 369 miles to AI-bany, 
and upon an average is closed by frost nearly five 
months in the year, while the navigation from 
the north·east point of Lake Michigan and south 
part of Lake Superior by the River St. Clair, 
through Lake Erie, and by the proposed Ship 
Canal round the Falls of Niagara, would be 
equally closed the same period,and is above II O~)· 
miles to the port of Oswego, from whence a Ship 
Canal is also proposed so as to reach New York 
by way of Albany. A Rail·ro~d is n0W in pro
gress from Lake Erie to New York; the di~tance 
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''fill be about 300 miles, the estimated expense 
is ten million dollars. The Ohio and Cleveland 
Canal,which aims at drawing the trade of the far 
West to Cincinnati and New Orleans. is by the 
map 300 miles, and from the frost is shut a con
siderable portion of the year; the Canal from 
LakeErie to the Sl1squehallnu,to reach Baltimore, 
and to the Delaware to reach Philadelphia, are 
all truly important to those States, bllt not calcu
lated to embrace the trade under consideration, 
all of which are su bfect to be closed bv the win
ter frosts also a con~iderable portion of the year. 
A canal from Chicago is also in operation, wbich 
has itl view to bear their prouucts to New Or
leans as an outlet: this canal will also be clos
ed by frost. (I regret I have not been able to 
obtain the distance with greater accuracy,having 
taken them from the map.) Thus I have brought 
forward the channels opened and in progress in 
(he adjoining States to draw to the ocean that 
commerce which naturally should be borne by 
the waters of the St. Lawrence. 

The next consideration is, what are the facili
ties afforded by the St. Lawrence, and how are 
those facilities to be rendered available to pro
lnote the interest of the Canadas. Before I pro
ceed, I shall again draw attention to the view 
held by our interprisiog neighbours. In (1 m~mo
rial presented to the Legislature of New York, 
in the Session of 1335, in reference to the Trade 
under consideration, the petitioners set fortb: 
"'\Ve will not undertake to point out the great 
improvements in the States of Pennsylvania and 
Maryland, and those contemplated in Virginia, -
these are well known, but to the magnificent pro
ject of the British Canadi~ll Provinc~s, in -rart 
executed, for the constructIon of a ShIp N aVlga
{ion from Lake Ontario to the ocean, and to the 
probable effects of those improvements upon the 
iiJture cOlllmercial prosperity ofthe_State." And 
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again: liThe extraord,inary eftortsri(}'~' making in 
the Ganadas for the Improvement of the great 
twtural navigaUe facilities existing within those 
Provinces, furnish ahundant evidence of the abil
ity to reap the great harvest of the Western trade, 
unless promptly counteracted by corresponding 
energy on the part of our State." 

The same memoriali'st5 obsenTe there are three 
general outlets: one by New Orleans, one by 
New York by way of Canada and the Hudson, 
and such Rail-roads as may be auxiliary tnereto, 
and the third by Montreal and Quebec. 

As to the first, the insalubrity of the climate 
is an insuperable objecti~n to a regular trade: 
it i5 one of those natural impediments there is 
no way of countel'vailing. Pennsylvania is doing 
much, but the elevated region she is compelled 
to intersect is a great obstacle to her efforts. 
Thus between Montreal and New York, more, 
equal competition will ensue, for the trade 
of the upper country. The ch~apness of 
transportation from Lake Ontario to Montreal 
is a decided advanta!5e, and one not easily if at all to 
be counteracted. VVe may set down as certain to 
Montreal, the trade of the country adjacent to 
LakeErie; and to this may be aJded one half the 
trade of Ohio, Illinois and Michigan." The same 
petitioners set forth-" We will not enlarge upon 
the extraordinary growth of Upper Canada du
ring the last five years, or upon its great natur
al advantages of soil and climate, (equalling 
the most fertile of the western countries,) llor 
upon its great natural resources: these consid
erations lead to the contemplation how the ex
panding trade of the West may be drawn to New 
York, an? ?ot, p~ss through the Canadas by 
those facIlItIes whICh nature has furnished, and 
which musf follow the improvement of the na
vigation of the St. Lawrence, whereby the we~t-
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ern trade may be lost to us beyond the possibility 
of t·ecovery." 

I have thus added the opinions expressed 
by editors of public journals in different,States, 
and the views of such widely extended interests 
in the United States, as fhe best testimony in 
favor of the importance of the measures I bave 
long advocated. As aproof that such opinions 
are not >vaguely put forth, all ,those States 
named have, and are expending; millions to draw 
a portion of that trade which naturally belongs 
to the Canadas; and it is ardently to be hoped 
the people of both provinces, laying aside all 
political differences, will without delay unite 
in calling on their respective Legislatures 
to press Jorward the improvement of the St. 
Lawrence now in progt'ess by the liberality of 
the Parliament of the Upper Province, so that a 
free outlet to the Atlantic may be afforued frotn 
Ontario to Quebec: and let it be kept in view, 
that whetJ channels are once opened, and trade 
drawn by them, it becomes truly difficult to turn 
it into a new channel, so that if Canada is to be 
enriched, the works referred to must be put in
to such a train as to be completed by the year 1840 
at farthe'st. As some may be unacquainted with 
the magnitude of the works BOW in progress by 
the people of the Upper Province, I give below a 
letter* with which I have been favored by Capt. 

My DEAR SIR, 
," CORNWALL, 28th July, 1836. 

Your letter of the 4th arrived here on the 14th, 
when I was preparing to go to Sorel to pay a visit to Sir John and 
Lady Colborne. I now embrace the first leisure time I have had 
since my return hither to reply to it. _ 

The Canal now in progress bet,veen this place and the hea~ of 
the Long Saut Rapid has been undertaken with a view of formlllg 
an uninterrupted cornmunication with the ocean from Lake Ontario 
and the upper lakes. This Canal is one hundred feet wide at the 
bottom, and at the surface of the water, which will be ten feet 
deep, it will be one hundred and fifty feet wide. The Locks, 
which are of cut stone, are fifty-five feet broad; they will have. 
nine feet of water on the mitre sill, and they will admit vessels ?t 
,(>Ile.hundred 'a.qd seventy-five feel in length. The length of tlus 

2 
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Phillpotts, unuel' whose able superintendence 
the work is now heiog completed, it will be 
apparent that this. Canal is upon a t~uly mag
nificent scale, opeuwg out a channel for those 

Canal is eleven miles and a half, in which distance there are six 
Locks, descending in ,all fort.y-eig~t feet. ~ , 

The original ,estImate for !lllS w~rk was £190,000, WIth the 
addition of ten per cent. for contIngencIes and the expense of super
intendence, exclusive of the cost of damage to property, &c. 

In consequence of the very great demand for workmen of all 
kinds in the United States, the price of labo~r has advanced ~ery 
materially since the contracts were entered mto, and t?e, n,umber 
of men employed hat consequently been very much dllmmshed: 
this circumstance operated very injuriously on the Contractors, un
til the Commissioners saw the necessity of interfering; and, in or
der to prevent their being obliged to give up the work; altogether, 
and to abrmdon their Contracts, it was deemed expedIent, for the 
public interest to add ten per cent. to the contract prices on all 
work performed last year, and thirty per cent. on that to be per
formed during the present year; these advances being considered in 
proportion to the rise in the price of labour and materials since the 
Contracts were entered into. 

The work was commenced in July 1834, under the direction 
of a Resident or Superintending Engineer, who has been assisted, 
when necessary, by the advice of a consulting Engineer, who occa
sionally visits the work. The expenditure of the money required 
for this work, as well as the general control of every thing con
nected with it, has been entrusted to a Board of seven Commission
ers, who have been appointed by an act of the Provincial Legisla
ture. The amount granted for the improvement of this navigation 
generally is £350,000, of which sum £166,000 have been expend
ed to this date, including £12,700, which have been paid for da
mage to property. 

The line of this Canal is divided into twenty-seven sections, 
of various lengths, according to circumstances, which have been 
let out to Contractors separately, as well asthe Locks; Lock-gates, 
Culverts, &c. A part of Section No.1, which is the longest, and 
opposite the Long Saut, has since been subdivided into six sub
sections, and Ie-let to other Contractors, in order to hasten the con
pletion of the work. 

During the latter'part of last year, the diffir.ulty of procuring 
labourers, and the high price of provisions, combined to retard the 
progress of the work: an increased emigration has this year afforded 
~]:1: Contractors !he mean,s of prosecuting it with more spirit; 'and 
It'lshoped that, If a suffiCIent number of workmen can be obtained 
this Canal will be completed during the summer of 1838. ' 

, A clause, in the act of the Provi,ncial Legislature, which pro
VIdes for the Improvement of the navIgation of the St. Lawrence in 
this Province, requires that the works now in progress between this 
place and the Long Salit shall be completed before the other improve
ments contemplated between the Long Saut and Prescott shall be 
commenced, 

The first of these is Farren's Point, where it is proposed to 
eonstl1lct a Canal about 4000 feet in length, with a Lock of four 
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advantages to be derived from the trade of the 
west. A great outcry is. and has been raised· 
(1 regret to say justly) against the Parliament of 
Lower Canada, that they hav(=' not been moved 
by the patriotic example of the Upper Province, 
to follow up the improvement. . I believe all that 
has yet been done by the Lower Province, was 
a grant of 500l. to make surveys, but what has 
been the result I have not heard, and I deeply 
regret that the commercial community has de
voted very little attention to the subject, com
pared 'With their zeal as to othet' matters of 
much Iesl'> importance. I am aware each party 

feet lift. Secondly, Rapide Plat, where a Canal of about three 
miles and nine-tenths will be required, with a Lockage' of eleven 
and a half feet. Thirdly, Point Cardinal, where a Canal of abont 
fifteen hundred feet will be required, with a L9Ck of two and a half 
feet lift. And lastly, Les Galloppes, where a Canal of two thou
sand four hundrerl feet will be required, with a Lock of four and a 
half feet lift. When these works are finished, and they will re
quire about two years, tbe navigation of the St. Lawrence in this 
Province will be complete, safe, and commodious for all vessels 
which can pass through the Locks above described, and the com
munication . from Coteau du Lac to Lake Ontario will be uninter-
rupted. . 

The parts of the St. Lawrence in Lower Canada which re-. 
quire improvement are between Coteau du Lac and the Cascades j 

a survey of which has been taken, I believe, by order of the Honse 
of Assembly of that Province; also the enlargement of the Canal 
between Lachine and Montreal, and probably some improvements 
in Lake St. Francis, [or the survey of which £500 was granted by 
the Legislature during their last Session. Commissioners have 
been appointed for the purpose of deciding on the best mode of car
rying on this work; and it is hoped that during the next Session of 
the Legislature of that Province a sufficient sum will be voted to 
complete it without further delay. 

I am not aware that any private funds have been contributed 
towards this Canal in any way, nor can I inform what is the pro
bable amount of the expense of the Canals required in the Lower 
Province to make this communication complete. I am of opinion, 
however, that, with a proper force, the whole may be finished in 
three years, if a sufficient sum of money be granted at the next 
meetin~ of the Assembly of Lower Canada, who have already ap
pointed Commissioners to make inquiry respecting the practicability 
of ca.rrying it into etreet; but it has not yet, I believe, been satis
factorily ascertained that Lake St. Lewis, between Lachine and 
the Cascades, can he navi.gated by vessels drawing nine feet of 

. water. I remain, dear Sir, 
Very faithfully yours, 

GEORGE PBILJ,POTTS. 
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casts the blame upon the other; but J am yet ig:' 
norant, if all that could be done has been .at
t~mpted; indeed,. I am not aware of any Act 
which could entad such deserved censure and 
justify very strong' measures against the Cana
dian party now in power, than their refusing aid 
in opening a communication to correspond with 
what is now being carried into effect in the 
Upper Province. The obstructions imposed 
on the intercourse between Upper Canada and 
the sea by Lower Canada, if separate state'S, 
would lead to War, and the imposition of a tax 

, upon British subjects coming to the Upper Pro-
vince by way of Quebec, is an act which has 
been sanctioned by His Majesty, upon grounds 
truly illcomprehensible. But I proceed to con
sider the following measures as esseutial for 
rendering the St. Lawrence tributary to all the 
advantages adverted to, in respect to the vast 
and incr'easing trade of the "\tVest. 

The first is the carrying the Ship N(lvigation 
from tbe Coteau du Lac to Montreal,and that too 
so as to be ready to receive tbe vessels which 
are to pass througb that part of the River St. 
Lawrence, from the Canal from the Galoppes to 
Cornwall, [descl'i bed in a note p.lO.] The second 
the making of a Rail-road from Toronto to that 
part of Lake Huron adapted to, and most COIl

venient for tbe trade of Michigan; third the ma
king a Railway from Hamilton to the River St. 
Clair, which would be most suitable for the peo
ple not only of l\licbigan but of the \Viscol1!'in ter
ritol'y; and fourth, the passing of an Act of the 
Imperial Parliament allowing Merchandize to 
pass free of duties through the Province of Ca
naJa, under such limitations as is usual where 

. transit is allowed, or by making Toronto and 
other plnces free ports, so that 1\:1 ercbandize 
could be Wan'housed and exported out of tht: 
Province free of duties. 
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Having in my address to His Excellency Sir 
Francis Head, gone so fully into the subject of 
rail-ways, and pointed out the facilities of raising 
the funds for their formation, I would alone ad
vert (0 the subject at present as connected with 
free transit. it is to he observed that a line of 
rail-road from Toronto to Lake Huron would 
not, as 1 am informed, exceed 76 miles, and 
could be passed in 6 hours; while the distance 
by the Hiver St. Clair, Lake Erie, and to Lal{'e 
Ontario, i8_ fully equal to 700 miles, ai1d would 
by steam-boats, &re. occupy 3 days, with a like 
number of transhipments 01' removals, and by 
the ordinary ship conveyance would occupy as 
many days hS hours by the rail-road to Toronto. 
From '1'oronto by steam to Oswego 12 hours, 
what route can compare 'with the one ulJder con
sideration? Who does not perceive, that the 
vast supplies of Hardware, Crockery, Cutlery, 
and British Manufacture, would pass direct from 
England to the 'Vestem .MerchaLts by the St. 
Lawrence, while all the supplies they draw from 
New York would by way of Oswego, pass on to. 
Lake Huron by Toronto or Hamilton. 

And would you aHow the Citizens of the Ullit
cd States and others to pass their Merchandize 
the same as his Majesty's Subjects, across the 
Penillsula from ToroHto to Lake H urOD free of 
duties? Certainly! and that too without refer
ence to any act ot reciprocity on their part,deem
ing it sound policy to pursue that course which is 
beneficial for the Province, and not preclude it 
from great ad vafltages because others may not be 
dis'posect to pursue a corresponding policy tow
ards us,the policy of drawing commerce by our 
rivers, rail-ways, and by our vessels and boats,is 
solely with a view to render the faciliti,es which 
the Province affords profitable to its Inhabitants, 
and that too without refe.rence to the policy of 
others--I should hope the,day,iscome, that!~hose 
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meaBureswhich will draw out the vast resources 
of the Country may be adopted '~ithout talk~ 
iog of reciprocity, so that tbe unnvalled, and 
but little known great advantages of the 
Canadas may be called forth. I presume 
earnestly to recommend the measures of a free 
transit as one of Commercial policy, as well 
as of political expediency and sound wisdom. 
If bv this channel the prod acts of England can 
reach the far West, by a shorter route, unclogged 
with dllties, will not a fair portion, if not the 
chief of the carrying trade, and particularly all 
the heavy and bulky articles, be carried by our 
ships to Qnebec, Montreal, and 011 to Lake Hu
ron, and shall not we draw upon an average four 

J)OlHlds a ton, and derive from each individual 
passing from Quebec a like sum, independent 
of the freight from England; and if only by the 
rail way,would not each passenger leave a pound 
at least, in the Province. Surely, to turn away 
such advantages~~~~to shut Ollt sllch a certain 
source of incalculable gain to the Province,' 
upon the plea of Reciprocity, would manifest 
an intellectual lethargy, a degree of indifference 
truly to be deplored and not to be expected froll\ 
a people goaded to exertion by a surrounding 
energy and prosperous enterprize unexampled. 
I am grieved to find that such is the baneflll in~ 
fluence of political strife, that one party cannot 
bear to see a measure conferring prosperity on 
the Province, emanate from, or that such should 
be _ strenuously supported by the other-yet, 
each party professes to be governed by liberal 
principles, and these in accordance with a re~ 
gard for the rights of, and t€nderness for the opi
nions of other,s,-O that I could hllt persuade 
my fellow~subJe?ts, who talk about their anxiety 
for the prosperIty of the Province, to unite in 
support of !hose measures which they, and all 
others admit, mllst produce certain prosperity. 
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I call upon all who are jealous of theidoyaHy, 
of their love for the British Constitution--for 
British connection, and I call upon all who wish 
to cherish a kindly intercourse with our neigh
bors, to lay aside every feeling but that of ren
dering Canada tbe great high-way trom the 
shores of the Mississi ppi, and the Rocky Moun
tains, to not only to the Atlantic by Quebec, but 
to New York, the commerce of ,ybich 8ity, is 
mainly attributed to those internal channe'ls of 
communication which have been made at a great 
expence. I deliberately state that such prospe
rity has been the fruit of their enterprise and en~ 
ergy, and hence Capital has flown in from other 
Countries entrusted to their management, I may 
"venture to say that one thirdofthe capital which 
has set afloat the great enterprize in tbe States 
of the UIlion, inCluding also the Bank of the 
United States, has been furnished by British 
Capital, and were similar energy exhibited ill 
Canada, and the baneful consequences arising 
from limiting the rate of interest done away, 
surely Canada would be preferred, as a more 
stable security, as happily exempt from the cer
tain ruinous consequences of universal suffrage, 
and voting by ballot. 

Before I conclude I would earnestly press the 
following consideration on the attention of the 
proprietors of property in Montreal and Que
bec, who, it is believed, do not appreciate the 
advantage within their reach. There are but 
three main outlets to the ocean for the Western 
trade: one is chiefly by artificial means, viz. 
N ew York; the other two by natural channels, 
viz. New Orleans and Quebec; the power of 
steam can be rendered all important to the two 
latter, and only partially so to New York,-see 
to what an unexampled value the houses, build
ing lots, and lands, in and near New York and 
New Orleans, have attained-and to what may 
such rise be justly attributed? has not such risen 
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with the iucreased facilities afforded to ,co~ 
merce, in drawing it to thos~ P~rts? An,d wd! 
not the same results assurec~ly .arise to M.ontrea1. 
I feel a deep conviction that the proprietors of 
tbe property at Mor?treal ~nd Qu~bec w~uld be 
not only great, but Immediate gamel's, .dld t.b~y 
even at their own.cost, complete that hne of lIa
vigation, now being executed by the Upper Pro
vince, to the Coteau duLac, from whence I h:we 
understood but about) 2 or 14 miles of camding 
would be necessary from the Coteau to L~k~ 
Louis; and I.have been informed the adaptatlOu 
of the grounds through the Seignory of Beauha~'
Bois is truly favorable for a Cr.nal. I submit 
these observqtions to the Seignorsof Montreal 
and Quebec, witb the further. observation that 
the promotion of the internal improvement men
tioned, sbould stand separate from those politi
cal questions, which are deeme9~ ~sembarrass
ing princi pIes. J disclai'm an jnte:fferen~e ill one 
way or another with the distractions which un
happily prevail, having alone in view the press
ing forward the true interest and prosperity of 
the Province, by opening a. way for an extended 
commerce which bids fair to enri.::h the Canadas 
beyond fhe most sanguine anticipations. 

NOTE.-All who look upon the map will perceive ch~ins of Lak~s, 
·available as chaJ?-nels of communication; to prOITlOte such as may be 
approved, the aId of the Land Bank will be ,available beyond all 
othel' so·urces.' Among the most prominent of ,these are--=-from the 

. head of, the Bay of Quinte by the. Trent to Georgian Bay; next, 
, conne~tmg the Ottawa and Lake Huron. I omitted in my let~erto 

the LIeut. Governor, to .observe that a Railway from Hamilton to 
Queenston, by the Head of the Lake so as to meet the line to New 
York, will b,e a~l essential to carry the traveller during the season 
th::!.t the nav~gahon closes.· The. overcoming the obstruction of. the 

. St. Ann RapIds on the Otta:va, is truly creditable to the enterprising 
person W!lO has effected I~, as thereby defeatipg a monol'oly of 

, the canalmg trad~ ?y the RIdeau Canal, and were the . obstructions 
to Steamboat,S, ~nsmg from the lo:vness of the bridges oV€r the ca~ 
nal, from Pomt Fortnne to GranVIlle removed the importance of 
that great work would be justly estimated, it is respectfully 'urged 
.~p.~n those :vho' have. the pow~r to.in vestigate the state 'of those 

n ges, partIcularly the stone bndge m Granville. ' 
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